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10 REM *** WELCOME SCREEN ***
20 POKE 53281,0:POKE 53280,3

30 PRINT “{CLR}{WHT}{12 CSR DWN}”

40 PRINT “{7 SPACES} THE IMPOSSIBLE FORTRESS”
50 PRINT “{7 SPACES}A GAME BY WILL MARVIN”
60 PRINT “{9 SPACES}AND MARY ZELINSKY”

70 PRINT “{2 CSR DWN}”

80 PRINT “{7 SPACES}(C)1987 RADICAL PLANET”
90 GOSUB 4000

95 GOSUB 4500

Im

Me t0i tin rang t6i sé chét tré. Mua xuan nam 1987, vai tuan sau sinh
nhat lan thit mwoi bon cha t6i, me bat dau lam ca dém & Food World (Thé
gigi am thwc) vi ca dém ngudi ta tra thém moi gio mot do la. Toi ngt mot
minh trong can nha tréng trai trong khi me nhan dién thoai dat hang va lo
lang vé tat ca nhitng thi t6i té c6 thé xdy ra: L& td6i mac nghen mon ga vién
chién thi sao? L& toi trwgt té trong khi tam thi sao? L& t6i quén tat 10 va can
nha sé n6 tung trong mot tran hdéa hoan kinh hoang thi sao? Ctt muwoi gio
t0i, me sé goi dién xem t0i da lam xong bai tap va khoa ctra tréc chwa, doi
khi ba dan do t6i kiém tra hé thong bao khéi, chi la phong ho thoi.

T6i thay minh la di¥a hoc tro 16p chin may man nhat. Mo6i dém, hai dita
ban t6i, Alf va Clark, déu dén nha t6i, hao hitng an mirng tw do méi co
duwgc caa t6i. Ching t6i xem ti vi hang gio, pha hang may lit sita lac, ngdn
banh Pop-Tart va pizza bagel dén phat ngan thi thoi. Chiing t6i choi nhitng
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van game Rick va Monopoly kéo dai dén mdy ngay, va bao gid tan cudc dira
nao thua ciing néi gian hat ban cd khoi ban. Ching t6i mia miéng néi vé
am nhac va phim anh; hao hitng tranh luan rang ai sé la nguwdi chién thang:
Rocky Balboa hay Freddy Krueger? Bruce Springsteen hay Billy Joel?
Magnum P.I. hay T. J. Hooker hay MacGyver? Moi dém tréi qua nhw mat
bita tiéc ngi* vay, va toi nghi rang khoang thoi gian tuyét voi nay sé khong
bao gid két thic.

Tiéc ngu (nguyén tac: “slumber party”) titc mot budi tiéc vui choi kéo
dai thau dém nhan mot dip nao doé va tré con thuwong ngu chung ¢ nha
nguoi té chic tiéc.

C6 nghia 1a “Vong quay may mén”. O Viét Nam 1a tro choi “Chiéc nén
ky diéu” cua Pai Truyén hinh Viét Nam, dugc mua ban quyén tv chuwong
trinh “Wheel of Fortune”.

Nhung sau dé, trén td tap chi Playboy cé dang nhitng tdm hinh cta
Vanna White, ngudi dan chuwong trinh “Wheel of Fortune”* ma t6i si mé
dén cudng dai, va moi thi bat dau thay doi.

Alf thay to tap chi trwdc tién, né chay hoc toc tir sap bado Zelinsky vé dé
ké cho ching t6i nghe. Clark va t6i dang ngoi trén sofa trong phong khach,
xem top 20 video dém nguwgc ctia MTV thi Alf dam sam vao tr ctra trude.

“Mong cb ay ngay trén trang bia!” N6 thd hon hén.

“Mong ai?” Clark hoi. “Trang bia gi vay?”

Alf ngd sdp trén san, 6m chat hai bén swon va thd déc: “Vanna White. TG
Playboy. Tao vira thady mot ban, va mong co6 dy & ngay trang bia.”

RO la tin sot déo, “Wheel of Fortune” la chwong trinh néi tiéng nhat trén
truyén hinh, ngwdi dan chwong trinh Anna White la niém ty hao cta ca
nuwdc, co gai tinh 1é dén tir Myrtle Beach, nhanh chéng néi tiéng nhd may
man khi 1at 6 chi¥ trong mot cudc thi gidi d6 6 chit. Tin titc vé nhitng bitc
anh trén to Playboy da phu kin nhitng dong tit cia cac t@ bao khé nhé phat
hanh & siéu thi: VANNA DANG RAT SOC VA NHUC NHA, thita nhan
cac BUC HINH HO HANG d6 duoc chup trudc day va chic chin khong
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phai cho to Playboy. Co ay da dé trinh mot vu kién 5,2 triéu do dé ngiing
phat tan cac birc hinh nay, va bay gio - sau nhiéu thang ram ran don doan
va ngo vuc - tap chi ay cudi cung ciling lén sap.

“P6 la diéu dang kinh ngac nhat tao tirng thay”, Alf tiép tuc. N6 nhay 1én
mot cai ghé, bat chudc dang diéu cua Vanna trén td bia. “Cé dy dang ngoi
bén khung ctra, nhw thé nay phai khéng? Va co ay dang nhuwéng ra ngoai.
Nhu thé dang xem thdi tiét nhi? Chi c6 diéu c6 ay khong mac quan!”

“Khong thé nao”, Clark ndi.

Ba dita ching t6i song trong mot khu nha, sau nhiéu nam ching toi biét
Alf rat thich 16i cwong diéu. Nhu lan né néi John Lennon bi 4m sat bang
mot khau sing may. Trén noc toa nha Empire State.

“Tao thé trén mang me tao”, Alf néi, gio tay 1én nhw dang thé trudc
Chta. “Néu tao ndi lao, me tao sé bi may kéo can.”

Clark kéo tay n6 xudng: “May khong nén néi nhitng diéu nhu thé. Me
may that may man vi ba ay van con séng.”

“A, me may thi nhw cita hAng McDonald dy”, Alf bting tay. “Ba ta chiéu
long ty ty khach hang.”

“Me tao?” Clark hoi. “Sao may 16i me tao vao day?”

Alf cai lai: “Me may thi giéng nhu thi mon khiic con cau vay. Ba lan
hanh kinh mdi thay bang mot lan.” N6 nhw mot cudn bach khoa vé tro dua
“Me may...”, va day la m@c tréu dua nhe nhat cia né. “Me may nhuw mot
tiém thit nwéng kiéu Nhat dy...”

Clark ném cai goi tva trung mat Alf. Alf noi dién, ném tra that manh,
nhung khong trung Clark ma trung ly nuwdc Pepsi cua toi. Bot ga va soda
loang day tham.

“Chét tiét!” Alf hoang hét, bo dén lau don. “Tao xin 16i, Billy.”

“Khong sao”, téi néi. “Lay khan gidy ra day.”

Lam 16én chuyén ciing chad c6 ich gi. Khong phai t6i mudn da Alf va
Clark dé tim vai dita ban méi y t¢ hon hai di¥a chiing n6. Chin thang trudc,
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ba dira toi dén truong va xem dam ban hoc gi dau vao cac mon thé thao,
cau lac bo hay b0 mon hoc thuat nao do. Nhung ching toi chi di vong
quanh, vi thay chang céi nao phu hop.

Trong dam 16p chin, t6i la dita cao nhat, nhwng t6i khong thudc loai cao
khoe; t6i cit 1do ddo quanh tredng nhw mot chd hwou cao c6 con, chan gay
tro xwong, hai canh tay khang khiu, nhw dang cho phan con lai cta co thé
lap vao vay. Alf lun hon, vam chac hon, nhiéu mo6 hoi hon va kho sé vi
tring tén v4i nhan vat ngoai hanh tinh noi tiéng trén truyén hinh - mot con
roi cao chirng mot mét trong chwong trinh hai nhon trén kénh NBC. Ca hai
déu mang vé bi hiém. Ca hai tén Alf déu giong nhw ga khong 16 vay, miii
to, mat nho va sang, toc nau bu xu. Ngay dén gido vién ctia ching t6i cling
dua rang ho nhin nhw sinh déi vay.

Vi nhitng nhuge diém 16 10 ay, Alf va t6i biét 1a ching t6i khong thé bi
dwgc v6i Clark. Moi sang, no ra khai giwong nhin nhw ngudi noi tiéng xuat
hién trén tap chi Tiger Beat. N6 vam v& v6i mai téc vang lugn song, cap
mat sau xanh biéc va lan da hoan hdo. May c6 nang trong khu mua sam hé
trong thay Clark budc dén thi ha hoc mom nhuw thé no 1a River Phoenix hay
Kiefer Sutherland* khong bang - cho dén khi ho dén du gan dé thay cai
cang cua no, ho sé lap tirc quay di cho khac. Mot khuyét tat bam sinh quai
gd da noi cac ngoén trén ban tay trai cta Clark thanh mot thit giong nhw
cang cua mau hong. Vé co ban la vé dung - né c6 thé nam mé dwgc ban tay
nhung khong thé cam vat gi to va nang hon mot to tap chi. Clark thé khi
mudi tdm tudi, du phai ton ca triéu do, né van quyét tim mot bac si tach roi
cac ngon tay ra. Cho dén khi do, no ti€p tuc song cui dau va gidu cai cang
vao trong tdi dé tranh sy chu y cta nguwoi khac. Ching toi biét Clark phai
song doc than ca doi, n6é sé chang tim dwgc mot co ban gai bang xwong
bang thit nao trén quéa dat nay nén n6 can Vanna White trén td Playboy hon
ai hét.

Cac tai t ndi tiéng Hollywood.

“Co hinh c6 ay 6 to gap gitta khong nhi?” N6 hoi.
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“Tao khong biét nita”, Alf dap. “O sap Zelinsky né dugc bay trén gia
dang sau quay thu tién. Ké bén ké thudc 1a. Tao khong lai gan d6 dugc.”

“May khong mua a?” Toi hoi.

Alf khit miii: “U, tao chi dén Zelinsky va héi mua mét t& Playboy. Léc
sau goi thudc. Ca 6ng diéu nita, tai sao khong chit? May dién a?”

Chting t6i déu biét la khong nén hoi mua t& Playboy. Mua dia nhac rock
da kho lam roi, Jerry Falwell da canh bao vé nhitng dnh hwéng xau, con
Tipper Gore khuyén cao cac bac phu huynh vé nhitng ca tir mang tinh kich
dong. Khong nguoi ban hang nao & My di ban td Playboy cho mot dia tré
muoi bon tudi ca.

“Howard Stern bao nhitng bitrc hinh qua rat dang kinh ngac”, Clark giai
thich. “Ong dy noi ta c6 thé thay can canh ca bo ngwe khing. Hai ti, 6n dan
sita, d6 1a ca mot tac pham nghé thuat.”

“On dan sita?” Téi héi.

“Ong ddn ch”, Clark sira lai.

“Quang hong quanh ti ay”, Alf giai thich.

Clark lic dau: “P6 1a nim, ngdc a! Ong dan sita 1a phan 16m vao cua ti.
Noi ma sita chay ra.”

“Ti khong 1om”, Alf vac lai.

“Chac chan c6”, Clark khang dinh. “Thé nén chuing rat nhay cam.”

Alf kéo 4o thun, dé 16 khudn nguc va cai bung nhao nhéo: “Cua tao thi
sao? Chuang c6 16m khong?”

Clark che mat: “Cat di. Lam on!”

“Ti cua tao khong 16m”, Alf khang khang.

Chting ludn tranh nhau xem dita nao biét nhiéu vé 1 con géai hon. Alf
gianh vi tri d6 vi n6 cé ba chi gai. Clark thi c6 dugc moi thong tin tt ABZ
of Love, cuén cam nang gidi tinh ky la cia Pan Mach ma n6 tim thdy trong
ngan do 16t cia bo noé. Toi chang ganh dua vdi hai dita ching n6. Tat ca
nhitng gi toi biét la t6i cha biét gi ca.
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Cudi cung ciling dén bay rudi va chwong trinh “Wheel of Fortune” 1én
song. Alf va Clark van dang cdi nhau vé ong dan sita nén t6i tang am lwong
ti vi. Vi trong nha chi cé ching t6i, 6n c& nao chang dugc.

“Hay nhin trdng quay nao, rat nhiéu giai thwdng hiap dan dang cho quy
vi! Nhitng mén hang méi tuyét voi va tha vi lam sao!” Moi tap déu bat dau
nhw vay, Charlie O’Donnell gigi thiéu nhitng phan qua khung nhat trong
bubi t6i do. “Mot chuyén du lich vong quanh thé gigi, mot chiéc dong ho
Thuy Si dang cap va ca chiéc bon tam Jacuzzi méi cau! Giai thwdng tri gia
hon tdm muoi lam ngan d6 dang chd ngwoi chién thang cda tro choi
‘“Wheel of Fortune’!”

May quay quét ngang can phong day cac tdi do, nha thuyén va may xay
thic pham. Va Vanna White, cao mét bdy nang nam muoi hai ky sé trung
gidi thwdng 16n nhat, chiéc do khodc 16ng séc sin-sin tri gia muwoi hai ngan
do. Alf va Clark da thoi cai nhau, ba ching t6i huwéng mat vé phia man
hinh. Khong nghi ngd gi nita, Vanna la nguwdi phu ni¥ dep nhat nuwéc My.
Han ban c6 thé néi Michelle Pfeiffer c6 d6i mat dep hon, Kathleen Turner
c6 cdp gio ngon hon hay Heather Locklear c6 hinh thé boc Itta hon. Nhung
ching t6i da ton tho ng6i dén ctia Co6 nang Nha bén*. Vanna White mang
vé tinh khoi va ngay tho hon tat ca nhitng c6 gai khac.

Co0 nang Nha ben (nguyen tac: “The Girl Next Door”) la cum tw chi cac
c6 gai c6 phong cach dé thwong va than thién ma ban c6 thé gap hang ngay.

Clark lai gan t6i va dung cai cang go vao dau goi to6i. “Ngay mai tao sé
dén sap Zelinsky”, né néi. “Tao mudn tan mat nhin trang bia ay.”

T6i ndi theo: “Tao sé di v6i may”, nhirng mat van khong roi man hinh.
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INo

200 REM *** ESTABLISHING DIFFICULTY ***
210 PRINT “{CLR}{15 CSR DWN}”

220 PRINT “SELECT SKILL LEVEL”

230 PRINT “EASY-1 NORMAL-2 EXTREME-3”
240 INPUT “YOUR CHOICE? ”;SL

250 IF SL<1 OR >3 THEN GOTO 200

260 IF SL=1 THEN PK=10

270 IF SL=2 THEN PK=15

280 IF SL=3 THEN PK=20

290 RETURN

Im

Chung t6i song & Wetbridge, cach phia tdy ddo Staten nam dam, trong
mot khu viee dia ly dwgce biét dén nhuw phan nach cua tiéu bang New Jersey
theo cach néi giéu nhai. Cho ching t6i c6 nha may va cac khu loc dau,
nhitng con séng 6 nhiém va giao thong un tac, nhitng ng6i nha mot ho gia
dinh chen chiic nhau va réat nhiéu nha tho Thién Chuda gido. Mu6n mua thi
gi thi phai xudng “khu ph6”, khu hai day nha day cac ctta hang nho 1é ké
bén nha ga. Duwé6i ph6 c6 mot tiém ban xe dap, mot tiém thu cung, mot cong
ty 1it hanh va chirng sau ctta hang quan do. May ngudi chu ctia nhitng cho
nay lam an rat phat dat suét nhitng nam 50 va 60, nhung dén nam 1987 ho
thoi thép dan, budc phai déng cira triéc sy canh tranh ctia nhitng khu mua
sam md&i moc lén. Cd ngay tdi thdéa thich phong xe dap doc theo 16i vé
duwong, vi chang c6 ai di mua sam ngang dwong ca.
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Ctra hang ban may danh chit va van phong pham cta Zelinsky la tiém
duy nhét trong phé c6 ban tap chi Playboy. N6 nam doi dién nha ga trén
duwong Market, toa nha gach hai tang véi nhitng chiéc may danh chit c6 bén
bau ctta. Méi hién trén ctra ra vao gan bién quang cao “Sach huwéng dan *
Do dién ti * Ruy bang * Dung cu stta chita”, nhwng 1gi nhuan cia Zelinsky
chti yéu ti sap bao ngay bén trong ctra trudc. Ong ta ban thudc 14, bdo va ca
phé néng cho ngwdi di lam voi bat chuyén tau budi sang.

Bon t6i chong xe 1én nhau bén vé dwong, Clark vao trong dé xac nhan
cau chuyén cua Alf. N6 tré ra ngay, mat do birng, trong cé vé choang vang.

“May thay n6 khong?” T6i hoi. “May sao thé?”

Clark gat dau: “N6 nam trén cdi gia ngay sau may tinh tién. Giéng nhw
Alf n6i.”

“Va mong co ay ngay trén trang bia”, Alf thém vao.

“Va mong co ay ngay trén trang bia”, Clark xac nhan.

Ching t6i ngo6i phét xudng ghé dé ban chién thuat. Lic do la ba rudi
chiéu va bén ngoai trdi that dé chiu, d6 la ngay am ap nhat trong nam, he
sap dén roi.

“Tao biét phai lam gi r6i”, Alf néi. N6 ddo mat nhin dé ddm bao xung
quanh khong cé ai nghe thay. “Chuing ta sé muén ai d6 mua no.”

“Muén ai d6?” T6i haéi.

“T0& tap chi gia bon do, ching ta can ba td. Vay tong cong la mudi hai
d6. Nhung ching ta sé trd ai do6 hai mwoi do dé mua ching. Chiing ta c6 to
Playboy, con ngudi ta 10i tam d6 roi. Chi c6 viéc mua may to tap chi!”

Alf néi nhw thé day la mot sang kién tuyét voi, giong nhw né vira dp nd
ra ké hoach cuwdp vang tit Fort Knox vay. Nhung khi t6i va Clark nhin xung
quanh dwong chinh, chiing t6i déu thay nhitng ba me day xe day tré em va
mdy nguodi gia cho xe buyt.

“May nguoi nay thi khong dugce r6i”, toi noi.
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“May nguoi nay khong duwgc”, Alf siva lai, con nhan nha. “Chung ta chi
can kién nhan ch¢ ding ngudi dén. Ké hoach Vanna hoan toan dwa vao su
kién nhan day.”

Alf 1a dia dau téu tit ca tro nghich nggm cua bon t6i, nhw Ké hoach
Ngum nuwdc 16n (ching t6i trom may cudn bang cat-sét bang nhitng lon
soda hai lit tir cira hang 7-Eleven), Ké hoach Ké kho hoang gia (ching toi
pha hong mdt nha vé sinh trong treong hoc bang phdo hoa M-80). Alf rat
phan khich khi pha luat va thach thitc nguwdi 16n. Khi d@ nham muc tiéu nao
thi n6 sé theo dudi hang tuan véGi sy quyét tam i lom. Nhw me t6i canh bdo,
moi th chi 1a van dé thoi gian théi cho dén khi Alf bi tong giam hay chét.

Chung t6i ng6i tum lai, nhin dong xe hoi lw6t qua duwong Market, cham
chu vao tirng ngwoi di dwong. Ching t6i nhat tri phai 1a mot ngwoi dan ong
- nhung do 1a van dé, chang cé 6ng nao di qua Wetbridge lic ba rudi chiéu
ca. Ho déu ban di lam. Mo6i khi c6 mot ga tién dén, chiing t6i sé bia 1y do
khuéce tr nguoi do:

“Nhin han tré qua.”

“Trong ga gia qua.”

“Nhin thuwong qua.”

“Tréng c nhu thay tu gia danh vay.”

Lai la Alf, gia dinh n6 theo dao Thién Chua va n6 luén canh bao bon toi
vé nhitng thay tu gid danh, nhitng ga sung dao mdc thwong phuc va am
tham di tuan tra & Wetbridge dé tim nhitng tén gay roi. Clark va t6i déu cho
rang diéu do that nhdm nhi, chwa cé cudn tir dién hay cudn bach khoa hay
quyén sach nao trong thw vién dé cap dén “thay tu gia danh” do6 ca. Alf c
khang khang rang s& di diéu do6 khong co trong sach vé vi day la mot bi
mat. N6 néi nhitng thay tu nay séng trong bong t6i va hoan toan an danh,
tuan theo gidi luat nghiém khac cta Vatican.

Bon t6i ngoi trén bang ghé chac khodng hon mét gid, Clark bat dau mat
kién nhan. “That vong qua”, né néi. “bén tiém Video City thoi. Ching ta
c6 thé mwén phim Kramer vs. Kramer.”
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“Lai nita”, Alf noi.

“Tha vay con hon la ngoi day ca dém”, Clark bao.

Video City kiém tra chitng minh thw va tir ch6i cho muwén nhitng bd phim
dan mac R véi vi thanh nién dwdi muwdi bay tudi. Nhung Clark da tim trong
kho va phat hién mot lvgng 16n phim gan mac PG nhung lai tran ngap hinh
anh phu nit an mdc mat meé: Barry Lyndon, Barbarella, Swamp Thing. Phim
hay nhét trong sé do6 la Kramer vs. Kramer, doat gidi Oscar danh cho Phim
xuat sac nhat nam 1979 véi Dustin Hoffman va Meryl Streep dong chinh.
Mot cau chuyén vé hai nguwoi 16n ly hon, phim buén nga kinh khing nén
ching t6i luén tua nhanh dén diém phuit thit b6n muoi tw, khi Dustin
Hoffman budc ra khoi giwong, di vao nha tam sau cudc tinh mot dém nong
boéng. Nhitng gi tiép theo la nam muoi ba gidy rét ca quai ham véi man
khoa than hoan toan cta nit chinh dugc quay tir nhiéu géc do. Bon toi thué
phim nay ca ta lan r6i, nhung chwa bao gio xem qua mét phut dé.

“Tao chan ngdy Kramer vs. Kramer r6i”, Alf noi.

“Con tao thi phat ngdy phdi ngoi trén cai ghé nay r6i”, Clark néi. “Chang
ai giup chung ta dau. K& hoach Vanna tan tanh r6i.”

“Xe ¢ bat dau nhon 1én r6i do”, toi chi tay. “Dgi thém chit niva di.”

Chiéu muon, c* mudi lam phit sé c6 mot chuyén xe Itta, n6 nha ra hang
td gd hanh khach nom & do tudi thich hgp, hau hét bon ho déu khoac o
choang va mang cdp tap. Ho lu6t nhu bay qua tiém Zelinsky trén dwong roi
khoi ga va chi c6 vai ngudi vao trong tiém mua thudc 14 va vé cao. Nhung
bon t6i nhin ho diéu qua ma chang néi dugc 16i nao. Ching t6i chang thé
nho ho gitp do. Trong ho cé vé dao mao qua thé.

“Co 1€ chuing ta nén bo cudc”, t6i dé nghi.

“Cam on”, Clark néi.

Nhung Alf da chi sang con dwong hwéng vé phia nha ga. “Kia kia”, né
néi. “Ga dé.”

Xuat hién trong dam dong nhitng nguwdi mac quan ao chinh té, mét ga
trai mac quan bo cat ngan, do so mi da do, deo cap kinh ram hiéu Ray-Ban.
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T6i c6 cam giac da tirng thdy ga & dau do, co 1€ la loanh quanh trong khu
do xe cua day ctra hang ruvgu Wetbridge. Ga c6 mai toc giong Billy Idol,
nhudm trang va vuot thang.

“Nhin... dang nghi qua”, toi noi.

“Pang nghi cang t6t”, Clark n6i. “Chting ta can nguwdi nhu thé.”

“Xin 16i quy 6ng!” Alf goi.

Ga 1ap tic quay sang bon t0i, c@ nhw ngay nao ciing c6 may dita nhoc
mudi bon tudi vay tay goi ga. Bong kinh ram che mat biéu 16 trén guwong
mat cda ga, nhwng it ra ching t6i cling thdy dwgc ga dang mim cuodi.

“G1 thé may nhoc?”

Alf chia ra hai mwoi do: “Anh mua giip bon em may t& Playboy dugc
khong?”

Ga ngoadc miéng cuoi. “Vanna White!” Ga néi vé hiéu biét. “Anh c6
nghe néi dén may birc anh do!”

“Ba t0 la mwoi hai d6”, Alf giai thich. “Anh c6 thé giit tién thira.”

“B0 khi, may dita déch can trd cong cho anh dau. Coi nhw anh lam khong
cong.”

Bon t0i tr6 mat nhin ga vé hoai nghi.

“Anh noi that chw?” Alf héi.

“T4t nhién, anh 16n 1én & day. Tén anh la Jack Camaro, giéng tén chiéc
xe dy.” Ga bat tay vdi tirng dia bon t0i, hét nhw ban cii gdp nhau vay. “Vui
vi anh gilip dugc mdy dita. Ma may dita c6 can gi nita khong? Penthouse?
Thudc 1a? Hay la Bartles & Jaymes*?”

Bartles & Jaymes la dong san pham rwgu vang & My.

Alfred ddai mwoi hai do vao tay ga: “Chi can ba to Playboy thoi.”

“Bon em rat biét on”, toi n6i vGi ga. “Cam on anh.”

“Ba to Playboy”, Jack Camaro lap lai. “Khong thanh van dé. May nhoc
ct ngoi day.”
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Ga buéc vao tiém Zelinsky, con ba dita bon t6i nhin cham cham theo g3,
miéng ha hoc. Giong nhu la bon toi da triéu hoi dugc than den do diéu tuan
theo moi y twéng va ménh lénh cua bon téi vay. Vai phut sau, Jack Camaro
ra khéi tiém va quay tr@ lai cho bon t6i, tay van cam mudi hai do.

“Anh vira c6 mot y twong dién r6”, ga néi. “Mday dira c6 chac ba ban la
da?”

“Vay la nhiéu r6i”, t6i nai.

“Moi dita mot ban la duvgc”, Alf noi.

“Nghe nay”, Jack Camaro noi tiép. “Anh ca rang nhitng tén nh6c mdi 16n
trong tredng ctia may dira rat mudn xem may birc hinh nay. Néu mua thém
vai to, may dita co6 thé ban bao nhiéu cling dugc.”

Bon t0i nhan ra diéu ky diéu trong 16i dé nghi dé va ca dam lap titc ban
tinh. Hau hét bon duc rya hoc cung 16p sé€ vui vé chi mwoi hay mudi lam,
tham chi 1a hai muwoi d6 dé sd hitu nhitng tdm hinh ctia Vanna White cho
rieng chung. Jack Camaro bdo chung t6i nén cho thué nhitng to tap chi nay
vOi gia mot hay hai d6 moi dém, kiéu nhw cho thué phim tai Video City.

“Anh dung thiét 1a thién tai!” Clark thét 1én.

Jack Camaro nhun vai: “Anh la dan lam an ma. Anh di tim kiém co hoi.
Pay goi la quy luat cung cau.”

Bon t6i luc lao trong tui, doc hét s6 tién con lai - thém dwgc hai muoi
tdm do6 nita. Jack Camaro cé thé mua muwoi t0 vdi gia bon muoi do, nhung
bon t6i nai ni ga gitr lai mot to coi nhw phi dich vu.

“Thé thi hao phéng qua”, ga noi.

“Po6 la diéu t6i thiéu bon em c6 thé lam”, Alf nai ni.

Ga cam tién di vao ctta hang, bon t6i quay lai bang ghé. Bong chéc
twong lai cua bon t6i ngdp tran hy vong va co hoi. Nho Jack Camaro gitp
do, tat ca bon t6i c6 thé trd thanh nhitng tay kinh doanh.

“Va kiém dugc mot khoan kéch xu!” Alf thét 16n.
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“Khoan da nao”, Clark néi. “bBung kich dong qua nhu vay.” N6 thuc giuc
bon t6i phdi khon ngoan va dau tw vao may t0 tap chi - khéng chi Playboy
ma con Penthouse, Hustler, Gallery va Oui. “Tao sé mua hang tram t0. Néu
bon minh cé da kho chita thi ci@ hot hét may thir d6 ve!”

Alf phan bua ké hoach mua mot chiéc Ford Mustang, Clark ndi sé tra phi
cho ca phau thuét cat bé cai cang, con t6i sé gitip me tra cac loai chi phi dé
ba khong phai lo sudt ngay.

Nhitng gidc mo nhw thé cit kéo dai chirng sau hay bay phut gi do.

“Mot liac r6i nhi?” Cudi cung Clark 1én tiéng.

“Gio0 cao diém”, Alf ly sw. “Tiém dang dong khach.”

Nhung ching t6i da dé mat trong canh ctra ra vao su6t thoi gian do va
khong c6 mong khach nao vao ra can nha ay.

“Hay anh ta la mot thay tu gia trang”, t6i n6i. “Khdéng chirng anh ta va
tiem Zelinsky dang goi cho Vatican.”

Alf quay sang t6i, vé titc gian: “Pung that roi, Billy! May khong nghe
néi dén vi may tén thay tu gid danh khong muén cong khai danh tinh,
nhung diéu do co that!”

“Binh tinh nao”, Clark nhe nhang néi.

Chung t6i dém dén mot tram lan mississippi truedc khi day Clark vao ctra
tiém dé diéu tra. N6 hita sé khong néi hay lam gi dnh hwéng dén ké hoach.
Chi don gian la n6 sé diéu tra danh tinh Jack Camaro va tré vé bao cao tinh
hinh. N6 bién mat sau canh ctra. Alf va to6i ditng bat dong trong mot luc.
Kim gidy trén chiéc dong ho Swatch cua toi tich da mot phut, réi mot phut
tiép theo, va mot phtt nita. Ching t6i khong hé cwa dong. Chuing t6i chi
nhin canh ctra, cho Clark tro lai.

“C0o gi do sai sai”, Alf noi.

“Chac chan la c6 gi sai sai r6i”, Clark phu hoa.

Bat thinh linh né ding phia sau ching t6i, nhv Doug Henning hay David
Copperfield vira chuon khoi chiéc hop bi khoa.
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Alf xoay mot vong: “Gi thé nay? May lam sao thé?”
“Co6 mot cai ctta hau, ngoc a. Tui may cé thé dau xe sau luwng tiém.”
“Thé Jack Camaro dau?” T6i hoi.

Cau héi cua t6i 1an vao khong khi khi sy that 16 ra. Jack Camaro da bién
mat tir 1du r6i véi bon muwoi dé6 cuom dwgc. Gidc mo lam kinh doanh caa
ching t6i va tién do tai chinh da tr6i theo dong nwéc xuéng bon cau. Ba
dita bon t6i chi con m6t d6 nam muwoi hai xu, chwa da dé thué mét bé phim.

“Kramer vs. Kramer nita ha?” Clark hoi.

Chting t6i vac xac dén Video City.
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300 REM *** TRANSFER CHARACTER SET ***
310 PRINT “SETTING UP THE GAME...”

320 PRINT “PLEASE WAIT...”

330 POKE 56334,0

340 POKE 1,51

350 FOR ADDRESS=2048 TO 6143

360 POKE ADDRESS,PEEK(ADDRESS+51200)
370 NEXT ADDRESS

380 POKE 1,55:POKE 56334,125

390 RETURN

Im

Trudc khi tiép tuc cau chuyén, t6i mudn ding lai va ké véi moi ngudi vé
tro Pdnh bai cdi do cung Christie Brinkley. Day la tro choi dién tir ma
ching t6i choi trén chiéc may tinh Commodore 64, gia 1ap dwa mot nguoi
ddau v6i mot siéu mau trong tro choi xi to nam cdy. Chiéc may dong vai
Christie Brinkley, nguwoi phu ni¥ dep nhdt qua dat trwdc khi Vanna White
xuat hién, va c6 dy ditng & giita man hinh su6t tro choi. Moi khi c6 ay mat
mot 14 bai, do hay vay hay nit nguc sé bién mat; muc tiéu la céi hét dugc
quan 4o cda c6 ay trwdc khi c6 dy danh thang ta. Diéu tuyét nhat vé tro
Ddnh bai céi do cung Christie Brinkley nay la ta khong thé mua dwgc né tw
bat ky ctra hang nao ca. T6i va lii ban la nhitng nguwdi hiém hoi tirng choi
tro nay. Pé choi dugc no, téi da phai tw g6 hang tram dong mat ma BASIC
vao may tinh.
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Alf thich moc mia tro nay don gian qua. Toi tao ra Christie Brinkley
bang cach dung cac ky tw ASCII - t6 hgp cac ddu chdm va ky hiéu toan hoc
- nén co6 ay chi don gidn la mot biéu twgng hinh que.
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To6i biét toi da khong tao ra dwgc mot tdc pham nhw Mona Lisa, nhung
du sao t0i cling rat ty hao vé tro choi nay. Toi da danh hang tuan dé day cho
mady tinh phan biét thé nao la doi, sap va thung phéa sanh. Tham chi t6i con
tim dwgc cach khién nhitng 1a bai ngau nhién dai dién cho mot 14 khac. Alf
chdng coi tro nay ra gi. N6 ché Christie May tinh giong bé gai chwa phat
trién, co dy tham chi con khéng c6 c6 tay.

“Chan c0 dy ciling chang dai”, Alf phan nan. “Cé ay khéng udn éo gi ca.”

“Y may 1a can xtng?” Tdi hoi.

“Pung vay. Qua te!”

Toi c6 10 di 10i chi trich cta Alf. Téi tw nhac ban than minh rang né
chang biét gi vé 1ap trinh tro choi dién t& ca - chang dita ban hoc nao cia
toi biét. Trwong bon t0i c6 mbt phong thi nghiém day cac may tinh TRS-80
mdi toanh, nhung day 1a nam 1987 va chang gido vién nao biét vé ching.
Ho dung may dé day ky nang danh may va luyén tap tit vung.
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Hau hét bon tré khong c6 may tinh tai nha. T6i may man hon bon né. Me
toi gianh dwgc chiéc may Commodore 64 trong mot cudc thi tai cong ty
Tiét kiém va cho vay Wetbridge. Ngay dau khi me dem né vé nha, t6i nghi
dé la mot chiéc may choi game that ngau - bo tang ap dong co Atari 2600.
Nhung sau khi gan moi thit vao véi nhau va doc cam nang st dung, t6i 1ay
lam bat ngo khi biét chiéc mady Commodore 64 cho phép minh tu tao ra tro
choi - nhitng cudc du hanh khong gian, nhitng tran chién ky do, nhitng man
dua xe, bat c¢ thit gi minh muén. C& nhw thé t6i hoan toan bi hit vao né.

Trong khi thdy cO cua t6i ¢ day nhitng phwong trinh dai s6 va cudc
Cach mang My, t6i ngoi trong goc 16p, 1én doc cuén Hwdng dan Idp trinh
mdy tinh Commodore va vé nhitng bitc anh 8-bit trén gidy ké 6. T6i theo
doi nhitng tap chi lién quan dén sé thich day cac ma BASIC (FOR X=1020
TO 1933 STEP 3) ma ngudi doc cé thé go truc tiép 1én may. Toi thudng
thitc dén mot, hai gio sang dé nhap chwong trinh. D6 la cong viéc cham
chap, chan ngat, nhung méi chwong trinh day cho t6i d6i diéu méi mé va
doi khi toi chép nhitng dong ma vao tro choi cua riéng to6i. Chi c6 hai dira
Alf va Clark dugc choi tro choi do chinh t6i tao ra va Pdnh bai cdi do cting
Christie Brinkley la tro choi tham vong nhat cta t6i cho dén nay - tro choi
toi tw 1am va dugc bon n6 chap nhan.

“Pau ti la nhitng s6 0!” Alf phan nan. “D¢ la phan té nhat. Ai muon choi
cai tro danh bai cdi d6 cung v6i & Christie Brinkley c6 bo nguc la nhitng
con s6 0 kia chi? it ra may ciing 1am cho né tron ti chi?”

Vai ngay sau sw vu Jack Camaro, bon t6i dang tu tap quanh chiéc may
tinh trong phong t6i, néc RC Cola véi cam giac chan pheéo.

“Tao c6 thé doi ching thanh nhitng dau hoa thi”, t6i dé nghi, nhung Alf
va Clark cho rang dau hoa thi trong con té hon.

“Dep di, Billy”, Alf bao. “Choi tro khac.”

N6 lay dia mém ra khéi 6 dia. Toi c6 gang chup lay cai dia trwdc khi n6
c6 thé thay cai nhan, nhung khong kip roi. N6 doc 1én:

PANH BAI COTI PO CUNG CHRISTIE BRINKLEY
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TAO RA BOT WILLIAM MARVIN
BAN QUYEN © 1987 CONG TY PHAN MEM PLANET WILL

Alf doc nhan dia ro6i khit mi.

“William Marvin?” No hoi.

To6i do mat: “Tén tao do.”

“Cai gi, giong nhw William Shakespeare 4?”

Clark trvon dén dé xem: “Cong ty Phan mém Planet Will 1a gi thé?”

“Cong ty cua tao”, toi noi.

Alf cwoi 16n hon: “Cong ty cua may?”

b6 la y twdng nghe khong dén ndi nao nhwng dén khi c6 ai dé ndi 16n ra
thi ng6c khong ta dugc.

“Pung ban tam”, toi noi.

Nhung Alf nhv vira dwgc ham néng 1én. N6 nhin nhay khap can phong
ngu bé teo cuda toi, chi vao nhitng tdm hinh ctia Spuds MacKenzie va may
em nguwoi mau ao tam. “Pay la van phong tap doan ctia may a? Tao lam
tong giam doc duwgc khong?”

“Tro dua cua tao th6i”, t6i néi vGi nd. “Tao viét 1én nhan cho vui 4y ma.”

Co vé khong thuyét phuc Alf 1am nén t6i tim cach danh lac hwéng né -
lay to Sports Illustrated nam 1987 phién ban 4o tam - ném vao ngudi no.
“Xem trang 98 di. Kathy Ireland dang du dwa trén mot sgi day leo, nhu
Tarzan day.”

banh lac huéng thanh cong - Alf xem t& tap chi va khéng choc gheo t6i
nita - t6i thay nhe ca ngwoi. Du né va Clark la hai diva ban than nhat cta t6i
nhing t6i van chura néi cho ching né nghe ké hoach bi méat ctia minh la 16n
1én kiém tién nhd vao céc tro choi dién t. T6i muon tré thanh Marj Cerny
tiép theo, nha lap trinh tréo choi huyén thoai dwgc Atari thué khi chi mai
muoi bdy tubi. Téi mudn sanh vai bén nhitng nguwdi cd tam nhin nhw
Fletcher Mulligan, nha sang lap huyén thoai cua Digital Artists, va toi
muon c6 cong ty phan mém cua riéng td6i. May diéu nay néi ra thi nghe that
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ky khoi - nhuw ditng day tuyén bé minh sé tr¢ thanh phi hanh gia hay tong
thong MV vay. Khi ngudi 16n héi t6i sé lam gi sau nay, toi chi nhin vai lam
bam: “Con khong biét nita.”

Alf chii miii vao to tap chi, nhuw thé dang hit tat cd mui vi cia Kathy
Ireland, nhung Clark van dang giit 1dy cai dia mém trong cai cang cua né,
nhw thé mot y twong tuyét voi nao da siét chat 1ay né.

“Cong ty Planet Will khong phai tro dua dau”, no noi.

“Tao dua thoi ma”, toi khang khang.

“Nhung n6 co6 thé thanh hién thyc ma”, né ly sy. “Thyc sy c6 may dita
tré trau da lam video game va ban chiing day. Bon né lam an ra tro chi
khong phai chuyén dua. Ching con mua thiét bi van phong & may cira tiém
giong nhu Zelinsky.”

Clark mé ti d6 cua t6i va bat dau 16i bd quan do ma t6i da khong xé vao
nhiéu nam roi - chiéc do khoac thé thao mua tir hoi t6t nghiép 16p sau, cai
quan to6i mac di nha thd dip 1é Giang sinh va Phuc sinh, d6i giay den son cii
chac c6 1&é khong con vira nita.

“X0 vao di”, n6 bdo toi.

“May dang noi cai gi vay ha?” Toi hoi.

“Ké hoach Vanna, buéc hai”, n6 néi. “Tao c6 y nay hay hon va n6 sé lam
nén chuyén.”
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400 REM *** PLAY THEME MUSIC ***
410 L1=54272:POKE L1+18,128

420 POKE L1,75:POKE L1+5,0

430 POKE L1+6,240:POKE L1+14,12
440 POKE L1+15,250:POKE L1+24,207
450 FOR L=0 TO 25:POKE L1+4,17

460 POKE L1+1,PEEK(L1+27)

470 FOR T=0 TO 100:NEXT T

480 NEXT L:POKE L1+4,0

490 RETURN

Im

Ai cling biét phdi muwdi tdm tudi mdéi duwgc mua to Playboy, nhung bon
t0i ¢t suy nghi mai liéu dé la luat do tiéu bang, lién bang, hay dia phwong,
hay chinh quyén nao d6 c6 trach nhiém thyc thi né.

Clark ct nai ni ca bon an mac banh tén mot chat. N6 néi dao khoac va ca
vat sé khién trong gia dan thém muwdoi tdm thang tudi nita.

“Nhuwng nhuw thé thi tao chi méi mwoi lam thoi”, t6i néi. “Mudi bon cong
vOi muoi tdm thang 1a mwdi lam, c6 thé la muwdi sau tudi chir.”

“Ciling gan dua roi”, Clark cam doan. “Ching ta sé c6 nhiéu thit khac
danh lac huéng, ngudi nha Zelinsky chang suy nghi nhiéu dau.”

Ao so mi cta t6i qua nhé con gidy thi vin ca chan, méi buwdc di 1am toi
dau nhoi va toi ctt loang choang nhuv phu ni* mang giay cao gét vay. Clark
thi gap van dé nguwoc lai, n6 mac mot bo dé vai polyester mau xanh mong
két to hon nguwdi né dén hai cd. Ké tir khi bé né khong di 1am nita, né “thira
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hwéng” nhitng bo do ma ba con ho hang & Georgia gtti t6i. Nhitng b6 do
nay chuyén dén moi nam mat lan trong chiéc tii nhya den, néng nac mui
bang phién va dwoc nguy trang bang nhitng nhan hang bi an ma bon toi
chwa bao gio nghe dén: U-Men, Bootstrap, Kentucky Swagger.

Alf 1a d&a duy nhat trong con phd nay ludon cé quan do méi dé mac. Bo
me né déu di lam - b6 n6 dan gidy dan tuwong, con me no thi lam thw ky &
van phong cta Realtor - thé nén ca nha n6 nhv lan trong dong tién vay. bé
dén tiém Zelinsky Alf mac bo do thoi thugng nhw trong tro Miami Vice ban
m&i nhét - chiéc quan tdy vai lanh trang, 4o vét tdng mau hoa ca va do thun
mau xanh lam, khong that lung, khong tat. Bon t6i cdi trang thanh nhitng
nguoi di lam xuéng ga tau sau mot ngay dai & Manhattan, nhung trong Alf
nhw sap chiém linh cd thi tredng cocaine tir tay trum ma tdy ngudi
Colombia nao do.

“Quan trong la than thai”, Alf tran an toi.

“Chinh xac”, Clark néi. “Néu ta thé hién nhw la minh da tu6i thi
Zelinsky sé nghi ching ta du tu6i.”

Bon n6 ndi thi nghe dé lam. Du Clark 1én ké hoach, con Alf 1a dira gia
dau nhat bon, chiing né lai nhat tri rang t6i la dita tréng 16n nhat va c6 kha
nang cao nhat mua may to tap chi. Bon t6i dén Zelinsky Iic bén gio chiéu,
kha lau sau khi tan treong nhung trueée gio cao diém budi chiéu. Cira tiém
vang hoe qua la ing hd cho ké hoach cta bon t6i. T6i biét néu phai xép
hang vé&i nhitng nguwdi khac, toi sé mat tw tin.

“San sang chwa?” Clark héi.

“Pua tién cho tao”, toi noi.

Alf dii mot coc tién nhan nhiim vao tay t6i. N6 chém dwoc tir ngan kéo
tt cta ba chi cd, Janice, chi ay dung toan bd thdi gian ranh dé di trong tré.
“Pay la ba mwoi bay do6”, né néi. “Dam bao ching ta khong dung qua s6
tién nay.”

Mot cai chudng nho vang 1én khi t6i kéo ctra. Tiém Zelinsky da ton tai tw
tredc Thé chién thit hai nén budc vao tiém nhw la di vao qua khit vay;
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khong khi nang mui thudc 14 6ng diéu, go tuyét tung va myc in. Thi dau
tiéen dap ngay vao mat ban la mét ké treo twong do s6 day bao va tap chi -
moi thit tit Wall Street Journal dén Good Housekeeping. Diéu th hai ban
trong thay chinh la nhitng bién hiéu trung 16 10, dwgc viét tay cau tha bang
but da quang Sharpie:
KHACH HANG DUOI 18 TUOI KHONG PUQC VAO TIEM
TRONG GIO HOC!

HOQC SINH CHU Y: PAY KHONG PHAI LA THU VIEN PIA
PHUONG!!

CHUNG TOI KHONG BAN TRUYEN TRANH NEN PUNG CO
HOI!!!

Sal Zelinsky ditng sau quay thanh toan, nam muoi tudi, nwéc da hong
hao, mai téc cét cao theo kiéu hai quan M§. Ong mic so mi va budc cai tap
dé vay muc. Ong dang vin cai tua vit dai xuyén qua mit sau chiéc may
danh chit hiéu IBM Selectric; xung quanh 6ng rai rac nhitng nit bam, may
don bay va céac chia khéa day dau m&. Trong 6ng nhu vira vat 16n véi mot
cai may danh chit va moi hét rudt gan né ra.

Nghe tiéng chudng, Zelinsky chinh tai kinh mat véi ngén tay den thui,
nhin thang mat bon t6i va cau may. Pong mach trén tran 6ng phinh ra, chay
len 16i tir ké t6c xudng chan may phai, dip manh nhw thé ong vira thi vat
tay xong. Trong 6ng nhu sap boc hoa.

“Can gi?” Ong cét tiéng héi.

“Chuing chau chi can vai th¢”, t6i ndi, r6i gang thot ra may tir con lai, vi
Clark ct khang khang nhitng ti* nay cwc ky can thiét: “... cho van phong
cua tui chau.”

“Van phong cta tui may.” Zelinsky néi nhw thé ai d6 giéu mom:
“Thuyeén hai tdc ctia 6ng” hay “Tau khong gian ctia 6ng” vay. Nhin qua vai
ong, dang sau mady tinh tién kia, t6i thdy Vanna White trén ké tap chi dan
nhin CHI DANH CHO NGUOT LON va chic nhu dinh déng c6t, mong co
ay @ trén tQ bia. Tim t6i loan m4t nhip.
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“Vai thi linh tinh &y ma”, t6i ndi, nhung nhitng tiéng cudi c nghen lai.

Zelinsky 1at Gip cai may Selectric lai va dwa mdt tua vit khac vao phan
dudi. “Pay khong phdi civa hang do choi”, 6ng néi. “Tui may lay cai gi can
r6i bién di.”

“Vang”, t0i noi.

“Khong van dé gi”, Clark tiép 10i.

“Pa hiéu”, Alf tra 10i.

Chung t6i con chwa bwéc qua ctra ma to6i d@ mudn quay dau roi. Nhung
Alf va Clark da cam may céi gié bang thép va tiép tuc thuc hién ké hoach.
Toi cling lay mot cai va di theo bon né.

To6i da di mua sam & tiém Zelinsky hang t4 lan r6i nhung chwa lan nao di
dén ké tap chi. Pang sau quay kiém tién, tiém chia thanh ba 16i di dai day
cac vat dung van phong: lich va van phong pham, kim bam va dung cu théo
kim, gidy mau va bi thw, vai mon linh tinh khac. Bon t6i chia ra va bat dau
hanh dong.

Keé hoach cta Clark la chat day gié cac vat dung 16n nhung ré tién. To6i
lay mdt bia h6 so, mdt hop pin A13 va mot 6ng keo Elmer 16n. Néu mén
nao chua dén mot hay hai do, t6i bé vao trong gié. Chang c6 mong khach
hang nao khac. Cira tiém lic dé im lang nhuw td, chi c6 ti€éng dai phat thanh,
Phil Collins dang lap lai doan diép khiic nhé dan caa bai Invisible Touch.
Nhwng ngay khi vira két thiic, bat ngo bai hat phat lai tir dau.

Phia sau quay la m6t gian phong trng bay 16n duwgc thiét ké tréng giong
nhr van phong lam viéc, c6 day da cad ban va ghé xoay, may danh chi,
dong ho treo twong va tu tai liéu. Moi thit déu cé nhan gia tién, cad phong
trng bay hang la dé chao ban ludn.

Mot ¢6 gai map map ngoi bén mdt cai ban, dang go trén mady tinh
Commodore 64.

Trén man hinh hién thi day nhitng ma va t6i & qua xa khong thé doc
duwgc, nhung t6i c6 thé nghe duge két qua vot ra tir cap loa: mét phién ban
chép 1au, c6 tap am lao xao cta bai Invisible Touch, la bai hat dang phat
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trén song phat thanh. Giai diéu khong chuan lam - c6 vai n6t sai - nhung
v&i mot ban chép thi n6 gan nhw hoan héo.

Co0 gai nhin 1én: “T6i c6 thé giup dwoc gi khong?”

T6i vé ldy mon gan nhat trén ké - nhin nhw béng khiic c6n cau bang gidy
trang - va cho vao gié.

“Khong, cam on.”

To6i ré sang 16i di khac, nhung t6i ¢t c6 cam gidc c6 gai dy dang nhin
theo minh. Ké hang & day con chwa dén vai t6i, bd ban ghé cao trong phong
treng bay hang gitp co ta quan sat dugc ca cwa tiem. Toi vé thém vai cay
bt chi s6 hai va chat day gié véi ruy bang cho may danh chit cii ki, kénh
cang duwgc bdo mitc gidm gid con nam muoi xu mot cai. Alf & dau gian ké
bén, dang nhét cho day cac hat x6p vao mot tii nhya. Clark len qua né, hai
canh tay len chat ca ta bi thw. Hai dita n6 da gom qua nhiéu thit ma ca bon
toi chwra chac mang vé dugc hét.

Toi cti nguwoi 1y moét mé cuc tay, bat thinh linh c6 gai béo kia ditng ké
bén canh t6i, stra tdim gidy ghi chu cho thang thdm. Co6 ay no6i nhé: “Bo t6i
sé goi canh sat.”

“Cai gi?”

“Ong ay khong bao gi¢ tha thit cho tdi dn cip.”

Co0 dy chi vao tdm bién trén twong:

CHUNG TOI KHONG THA THU CHO TQI AN CAP!
CHUNG TOI SE GOQI CANH SAT!
“Bon trom cap sé khong dugc buéc vao Veong quoc Thién Chaa.” -
Thu thit nhat gii tin hitu tai Corinth, 6:9,10

“Minh c6 1ay trom cai gi dau”, t6i n6i, nhwng mat da do birng, vi ro rang
la bon t6i mac t6i khdc.

Co ay tim may cuc pin trong gio. “May thit nay la cho mdy trg thinh. Va
cai nay...” Co ay chup lay céi bong khiic con cau bang gidy trang. “Pay la

https://thuviensach.vn



cudn gidy in bé vao may tinh tién. Nhitng tht cdu mua chang an nhap gi
vGi nhau.”

Co ay nghiéng ngwoi thi tham, t6i c6 thé nglti dwgc mui nwdc hoa, thanh
khiét va sach sé, hét nhv hwong xa phong trong nha tam vay. Mé t6c den
dai x0a ngang vai. Co6 dy mac chiéc do thun qua c& in hinh budi hoa nhac
Genesis, tay deo vong hat tim. Mot cay thap gia nhé bang vang méc vao soi
day chuyén quanh c6 co ta.

“Po la may tinh 64 cua cau a?” Toi hoi.

“La cta ctra hang. Lé ra la dé ban, nhung b minh dé minh dung né.”

“Minh cling c6 mot céi ¢ nha.”

Co0 dy thoang vé hoai nghi: “La loai Ivu trit 6 dia hay bang tu?”

“Q dia”, toi noi, bat dau lén giong tw hao mot ti. Nhitng tay 1ap trinh chét
boép thuwong lwu trit dit liéu trén bang tir, nhung qua trinh Iwu rat cham va
khong dang tin cdy. Toi chi tay vé phia b loa treo trén tran, Duong nhu ¢
dy dang nghi méng lung, chdc vdy, va héi: “May tinh ctia cau dang ma bai
nay a?”

“Pung thé, minh dang tdy may bd tao dang séng. Con chip SID c6 ba
kénh am thanh, nhung dé thé hién bai hat ding chuan thi can dén bon kénh.
Do 1a ly do vi sao khong nghe dwoc tiéng trong.”

Néu c6 ay tra 10i bang tiéng Nhat thi chac t6i sé khong kinh ngac dén
thé: “Cau lap trinh may 64 dé phat bai Invisible Touch a?”

“Bai Sussudio cia minh nghe b6c hon. Minh dang nhap ma cta tat cé cac
bai hat hay nhat vao chiéc 64 ay, moi lan mot bai. Thé la minh c6 thé nghe
ching trén may cua minh.”

“Cau la nhac st a?”

“Khong, chi la minh thich Phil Collins. Nhitng nhém nhac Anh la tuyét
nhat, cau biét ho chit?”

T6i khong biét. Hau hét nhitng nguwdi trong khu viee ctia téi xem may chit
Sdn xudt tai My nhu huan chwong danh dy vay. “Con Van Halen thi sao?”
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To6i hoi. “Cau c6 thé lam véi nhac cta Van Halen khong?”

Co0 dy nhin vai: “Co thé! Nhac guitar hoi khé.”

Do la lan dau tién t6i gap mot lap trinh vién khac va t6i con c6 rat nhiéu
cau hoi: Liéu c6 dy c6 dung ma BASIC hay Pascal hay thit gi khac khong?
Moi bai hat 1a mot chwong trinh riéng hay sao? Chuyén méi bai hat vao bo
nh¢ mat bao lau? Nhuwng bén kia cita tiém, Alf dang nhin t6i cham cham.
Cudc doi thoai nay nam ngoai dy tinh. Lé ra bon t6i phai di chuyén nhe
nhang va dung theo ké hoach. Ké hoach Vanna dang di chéch huéng.

“Cau hoc treong Trung hoc Wetbridge a?” Toi hoi.

“Truong St. Agatha”, c6 ay dap. “B6 minh khuyén khich minh tr¢ thanh
nt tu.”

“Ho day cau dung cac dang song a?”

Co0 dy bat cuwdi: “Néu cau mudn xem diéu gi thu vi, hdy dén trudng minh
va xem cac xo day khoa hoc mdy tinh. Bon minh danh cd mua dong dé hoc
vé thanh gia. Khong cong thic, khong tinh toan, khong hinh hoa. Chi la
nhitng hinh anh 14y tir sach Phiic am.”

“It ra cau con duwoc 1ap trinh”, t6i néi véi c6 ay. “Truong minh dwa mot
gido vién day danh may di coi ngé phong may tinh. Minh tirng chitng kién
ba ta bé cong cé chiéc dia mém dé dung.”

“Khong thé nao.”

“Co thé néu cau da khoe.”

Co ay cuoi: “Cau dua a?”

“Thé c6 Chua”, t6i khang dinh. “Ba ta bé cai dia va ca 6 dia nita day!”

Alf va Clark di chuyén ra phia sau c6 gai, hién hién trong tam nhin cta
t0i. Bon n6 dang ra hiéu quyét liét, vay cai gio hang va chi vé cho tinh tién.

“Con cau?” Co ay hoi. “Cau ciing lap trinh a?”

To6i nghi dén tro choi Bdnh bai cdi do cung Christie Brinkley: “Minh da
1ap trinh tro xi t6 vao thang truedc. Thung pha sanh. Nguwoi dau véi may ay.”

“Cau lap trinh cho cai may 64 cua cau choi bai a?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Cling khong lgi hai 1am dau. N6 chi thang hon nita s6 lan. Nhung minh
da day no cach Iwra bip.”

Luc ay co gai da mat chit o miéng chit a: “Han 1a cau lap trinh lau lam
nhi!”

That tuyét khi nghe ai dé thot 1én nhivng 10i ndi ay. Béi 1é da mat mot
quang kha lau! To6i danh ca mua dong cho tro nay, ti man day chi€c 64 nhan
ra sy khac biét gitta sanh, dong chat va sanh dong chat - chi thang Alf méc
mia tro choi vi c6 nang Christie Brinkley s6 hdéa tro trui nhw bé gai.

“Cau la ngwoi dau tién minh gap s& hitu mét cai may 64 day”, t6i néi vdi
co ay. “Va do lai 1a mot c6 géi.”

“Piéu doé la lam sao?”

“Minh khong nghi con gai lai thich 1ap trinh.”

“That ra chinh ni gi¢i da phat minh ra lap trinh day”, c6 dy néi. “Jean
Bartik, Marlyn Wescoff, Fran Bilas - tat ca ho da lap trinh ENIAC.”

Toi cha biét co dy dang noi gi.

“Va khong dugc bé s6t Margaret Hamilton dau day. Ba ay da viét phan
mém diéu khién Apollo 11 dap 1én mat trang.”

“Y minh 1a 1ap trinh trd choi y”, tdi noi.

“Dona Bailey vGi Centipede. Brenda Romero v&i Wizardry. Roberta
Williams v6i Kings Quest. Chi dy 1ap trinh tro choi mdy tinh dau tién cta
minh trén chiéc ban an. Minh mé&i phéng van chi ay cho nha trwong hoi
nam ngoai.”

“That sao? Cau da noi chuyén véi Roberta Williams?”

“Pung thé, minh da goi dwong dai cho chi 4y ¢ California. Chi dy noi
chuyén v6i minh su6t hai muoi phait.”

King’s Quest la mot tro choi may tinh mang tinh buédc ngodt, khong con
ban cai gi nita né la mét siéu pham, lic ay t6i con cé nhiéu diéu mudn héi
nita. Nhung Alf dang ding hing nghe rd to, nhu thé né dang ngat vay. “A,
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minh phai di r6i”, t6i noéi v4i c6 ay. “May dira ban minh dang c6 viéc gap.
Nhung ching minh sé tra tién hét dong nay minh hita.”

Co 4y lai nhin vao gié hang, biét 6 c6 gi d6 khong ding trong cau
chuyén cta t6i. “Tuy cadu”, c6 ay noéi. “Vui véi dong pin cho may trg thinh
nhé!”

Toi noi got Alf va Clark dén ctra trwdc cira tiém, ba dita dé6 hét dong
hang 1én quay tinh tién. Gio la Itic ching toi that sy tiéu tién, tdm trang cta
ong Zelinsky kha 1én hin. Ong ta don cdi may danh chit nhay nhua dau
may dé c6 cho cho dong hang ctia bon t6i. “Pwgc roi, cac cau, cé can héa
don riéng 1é khong? Hay la t6i gdp chung tat ca lai?”

“Pé chung cling dwgc”, toi ndi, méc trong tii ra ba muwoi bady do nhau
nat.

Trong khi Zelinsky dong goi cac mon hang, ong ddt cac ménh gia vao
trong may dém tién. N6 dwgc ma dong tinh xdo vdi nhitng chiéc niit co khi,
to kénh va kéu lach cach, khong giong nhitng mén hang dién t&¢ & Food
World chut nao ca.

“Cong viéc cua cac cau la that day”, ong noi. “Cac cau lam gi thé?”

“Phan mém mady tinh”, t6i gidi thich. “Ching chéu ty thiét ké tro choi.”

“Suy nghi tdo bao day”, Zelinsky noi, 6ng dong gbi nhitng pin cho may
trg thinh ma khong hé nhap nhay mat. “Cac cau khong muon tham gia vao
nganh thiét ké may danh chi, t6i c6 thé n6i cho mdy ciu biét vay. Tat ca
tién bac hién dang dwogc x Iy bang mdy tinh. Ca may in laser nita. May cau
da thay cai mdy in laser nao chwa? Nhu phép thuat vay.”

Tong cong tién trén hdéa don cang ldc cang cao, hai mwoi ba d6 nam
muoi bdy xu, hai muoi tw d6 bay muoi chin xu, hai muwoi tdm do sau muoi
mot xu, t6i lo la trong bon toi cé dita da tiéu hoi 16. Nhuwng sau khi moi thit
dwgc dong goi, tong cong tién gom ca thué diung ba mwoi do, chinh xac
khoan ma bon t6i mong dgi.

“Con gi nita khong?” Zelinsky hai.
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Day la khoanh khac cua sy that - khoanh khac ma t6i da tap luyén véi
Alf va Clark rat rat nhiéu lan. Bon n6 hwéng dan t6i gilr giong cung mot
nhip do - dé noi ra nhitng tr giong nhuw téi néi hoai: “Thém vai hép keo Tic
Tac”, toi noi, “va mot to Playboy.”

“Dgi da”, co gai map map vdi goi, roi c6 dy di dén trwdc cira tiém, vay
vay to gidy. “C6 mot cudc thi 1ap trinh & Rutgers thang nay. Danh cho céac
1ap trinh vién truong trung hoc. Bt c ai dwdi muwoi tdm tudi déu co thé
tham gia.”

To6i bat dong. Ca bon déu nhu vay.

“Giai nhat la mot cai IBM PS/2”, ¢6 ay giai thich. “Bo x® ly 16-bit va
Ram 1 MB. Cau nén nhap tro xi t6 vao do.”

To6i khong thé nhin c6 4y nita, cling khong thé nhin Zelinsky, thay vi thé
toi nhin vao to gidy. Co6 ay da tim thdy cac diéu 1é trén dién dan
CompuServe va cudn chiing vao mot cai may in ma tran diém, nhitng dai
kéo gidy rang cwra nho van con han trén cac mép trang giay.

“Giam khao 1a Fletcher Mulligan cua Digital Arts”, co dy tiép tuc. “Ong
ay dén tw California dé cam can ndy muc cudc thi.”

“That sao?” To6i hoi. Ngay ldc dy t6i quén bang to tap chi. “Fletcher
Mulligan sé c6 mdt ¢ do a?”

Fletcher Mulligan la mot 6ng thanh 13p trinh may tinh. Trong khi ban be
cung 16p ham mo cac van dong vien nhu Cal Ripkin va Michael Jordan thi
than twgng cua toi lai la nha sang 1ap cua Digital Artists va la nguoi thiét ké
tro choi xuat sac nhat thé gigi. T6i thuwong mo twéng c6 ngay dén
California gdap 6ng ay nhung khong thé hinh dung dwgc la ong sé dén cai
x0 xinh nay & New Jersey.

Zelinsky dang hang, c6 gai duwong nhw hiéu rang minh da can thiép vao
th¥ rac r6i nao do.

“Co chuyeén gi vay a?” Co hoi.

“Khong c6 gi”, Zelinsky noi. “B6 dang héi mdy thuong nhdn nay xem
ho can gi nita khong dy ma.”
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Pong mach trude tran cia 6ng van dang chay loan xa. Giong néi ctia 6ng
rd rang rang héi mua Playboy tredc mat dita con gai tudi 6 mai ctia 6ng la
mot y twdng toi té, giong nhw kéo khéa quan va khoe hang vay. Alf va
Clark dang lan tirng budc vé phia cira, san sang danh bai chuon. Zelinsky
nhin bon né, bon n6 co rum lai nhw thé con. “Tra 161 cau hoi cua chi nao”,
ong noi. “Con gi nita khong?”

“Khong a”, Alf noi.

“Khong phai tao nhé”, Clark noi.

“Chi vai vien Tic Tac thoi a”, toi noi.

Zelinsky ném mot hop keo cam vao gio, 1ay tién va dém tién thira.

“A, han chét 13 hai tuan nita, néu cau mudn tham gia”, cd gai tiép tuc.
“Nhitng cai may PS/2 ay that dang kinh ngac. Chiing c6 dia citng 20 MB.
Nhitng 20 MB day!”

“Minh s€ xem xét”, toi noi.

Zelinsky quang cai gbi vao nguc t6i: “Di cho khac ma suy xét.”

Ngay khi bon t6i budc ra vé dudng, hai dita né bau lay toi.

“Thé quai nao ma may lai tra tién cho 6ng ta vay?” Alf héi. “Chung ta da
tap roi, Billy. L.é ra may phdi bo chay! Néu ong ta noi dién, may phai quang
dong do do di roi co gio ma chay chi!”

“Tao dau thay may chay”, toi chi diém.

“Tao khong thé di dugc!” Alf néi. “Tao bi do ngwdi ra vi may ngu qua!”

Toi kéo cai ca vat, nhét vao tdi quan tay. R6i tdi cdi chiéc do khoac thé
thao, vat Ién vai. Bén ngoai ctta hang xe dap c6 hai c6 gai déu mac 4o may
0 va quan so6c demi. Ho do mat nhin theo Clark khi ching t6i buéc qua,
r6i pha 1én cwoi khic khich. Clark qua chan ndn nén cha dé y.

“Lé ra chiing ta phdi mang Vanna White vé nha”, Clark néi. “Thay vi thé
chiung ta c6 ba muwoi do cay cha rta va dinh ghim. Chung ta lam gi vGi
dong nay bay gio?”
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Bon toi déu nhat tri rang diéu can lam hop ly duy nhat 1a cing té cho
chuyén tau Amtrak. Chung t6i budc qua nha ga, men theo san ga dén cudi
dwong phia tay, roi nhdy qua hang rao va tiép tuc 1é chan doc theo duwong
ray. Sau chirng ntta dam, bon t6i dén con dwong ritng, noi chac chan khong
c6 ai quay ray, roi do hét dong do dé 1én trén tuyén dwong ray. Vi bon t6i
chang dung dai myc may danh chit hay bang muc cho mady tinh tién, it ra
thi nhin xe dau may tau héa hang tram tdn can qua dep nat may mon hang
nay cling vui mat. Bon t6i dé nhitng mén to nhat 1én dwong ray, dung it keo
Elmer dé dan chat chung lai.

“Lé ra may nén lam theo ké hoach”, Alf n6i. “Pi vao roi chuén ra. b6 la
nhitng gi chiing ta da théa thuan. Nhung thay vi thé may lai tan tinh con bé
Tessie hai tan ay.”

“Co ay nghi ching ta trom do6 cua ctra hang”, t6i gidi thich. “Cé dy nhan
ra ké hoach cua ching ta.”

Alf do6 hét dong hat x6p vao giita cac dwong ray, roi tao hinh mét khoi
ngay ngan. “Gu ciia may la con bé do a, thang kia?”

“Khong, khong phai.”

“Qi, Billy, anh nén tham gia cudc thi nay!” N6 nhai giong cta c6 gai kia
vdi tong cao, dat tay 1én hong roi lac lw cai mong. “Va sau khi thi xong, anh
hdy cdi 4o em ra roi cung em cho ra vai bé heo nhé!”

“Co ay chang noi thé dau.”

“Nhung d6 la y cta né d6”, Clark n6i. N6 dang khuyu gbi bén duwong
ray, dan may vién pin cho may trg thinh 1én go dwong. Mat troi dang lan
dan xudng dwong chan trdi, gio an t6i sap dén. T6i phat mét véi may tro
choc gheo ctia bon n6 va muon vé nha ngay.

“Hai dita tui tao chi huyén thuyén vé may tinh”, t6i khang khang. “Co ay
dung con chip SID trén may 64 dé ghi nhac.”

“Con bé thich may do”, Clark noi.

Alf gat dau: “N6 chac tam mot tram bon muoi ky day.”
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“May dua a?” Alf hoi. “Con bé d6 qua map, né che dugc ca cai radar.”
“That do6”, Clark ndi. “N6 qua map, nhém mau cua né la Ragu!”

Bon n6 dang nhap cudc, dita tung diva hirng.

“Con bé dy qua map, ca s& thu phai dén tham né!”

“Con bé dy qua map, tang ngwdi no thi ‘ngoai cd”’ ro6i!”

“Con bé dy qua map, quan ao cta né cang phong ra!”
“Con bé ay qua map...”

Co 1& chung ctt tiép tuc nhw thé dén bat tan néu chuyén tau 5:35 Amtrak
dén Philadelphia khong xuat hién, hd coi xé toac khong khi va lao di vGi
van t6c mot tram hai muwoi lam dam mot gio. N6 xuat hién bat ngd khién ca
ba dita ching t6i nga xuong dat. To6i ric ngudi lai trén nén soi, hai tay 6m
lay dau, khong dam md mat, sg rang sé thdy nhitng banh xe nghién rin rit
cach miii t6i chi vai centimét. Con tau qua am 1, t6i c6 cdm gidc nhuw n6 can
1én phan co thé toi, to6i 6m chat ngwoi lai chuan bi dén con dau khong bao
gio dén.

Bén tai t6i van con vang vang tiéng tau sau khi n6é da di qua. Cudi cung,
mat dat cling ngtrng rung va t6i m& mat. Xung quanh ching toi, khu ritng
bat lang. Clark ng6i ddy, nhat soi ra khoi téc. Alf phti bay bui bam va
manh vun, r6i hoan not cau néi lic ndy: “Con bé qua map, con ngua trén
cai ao polo cua no la that.”

Ca bon ditng day xem dong do nat kia. Nhitng mén do ching t6i dan vao
dwong ray da vo tan tanh thanh titng manh, bay bién vao hw khong. Tat ca
nhitng gi con lai la m& hat x6p viwong vai.

Va diéu luat cia cudc thi Tro choi cua nam cho céac 1ap trinh vién may
tinh bac trung hoc, cai ma t6i van giir ki trong tii quan sau.
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500 REM *** INTRODUCE VARIABLES ***
510 SCORE=0:LEVEL=1

520 LIVES=3:TIMER=300

530 HX=24:HY=50:AA=1:BB=256

540 W1=54276:W2=54283

550 W3=54290:H1=54273

560 H2=54280:H3=54287

570 L2=54279:L.3=54286

580 V=53248

590 RETURN

Im

Chiéu hom do, vé dén nha, t6i héi ha lao vao phong ngu, luc loi trong bo
stru tdp dia mém, tim mot tro choi xitng dang thu hut dwgc sy chi y cua
Fletcher Mulligan. Tro ddnh bai céi do cung Christie Brinkley chac chan bi
loai. Fletcher sé chang an twong véi mot tro gia 1ap don gian. Toi can cai gi
dé6 hoanh trang hon, tham vong hon - thit gi d6 khién 6ng ta 16a mat.

Cong ty cua 6ng dy, Digital Artists, noi tiéng tao ra nhitng thé gidi rong
16n, song dong nhu that trong tam RAM 64 KB. Moi tro choi dwa ngudi
choi dén mot vung dat mdéi mé va khong khoi kinh ngac: kim ty thap Ai
Cap, hanh tinh ngoai Trai Dat, thuyén cwép bién, nhitng dinh thy theo 16i
kién tric Gothic, tat ca déu treng ra nhitng hinh dnh 8-bit nguy nga va 1ong
lay. Fletcher khong bao gig thyc hién mot tro choi hai lan, 6ng ciing khong
bao gig bat chwédc mét tro ndi tiéng nao d6. Moéi khi thay nhan hiéu Digital
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Artists trén bao bi, ban biét 1a minh dang mua mét thi hoan toan nguyén
ban roi day.

Khong may thay, hau hét nhitng tro choi t6i tw lam toan 1a do chom chia
tir nhitng tro kinh dién. T6i dat cho ching cai tén nhw Mdt Ga (chém cuaa
Pac-Man), Qud Pinh! (chom cta Frogger) va Khi Kong (han ban biét y
twdng nay). Toi hoc dwoc rat nhiéu khi lam nhitng tro choi nay, nhung to6i
cha dam dem chung di thi tho.

To6i cling c6 hang ta chwong trinh lam d& chang di dén dau ca. Toi ting
bat dau mét tro goi la Nhiém vu s6 0, don gian vi toi thich cai tén “Nhiém
vu s6 0” thoi, nhung tdi chura tirng di xa hon céi tén ctia né. Toi bat dau mot
tro 1ay cdm hitng tir cudn tiéu thuyét Cujo cua Stephen King, trong d6 ban
sé dong vai Saint Bernard, di tiéu diét cang nhiéu ngudi cang tot - nhung
roi dirng lai khi Clark doa rang Stephen King c6 thé kién t6i.

Tro tuyét nhat trong déng dé dé wong wong ay la Phdo dai cdm. Toi c6
duge y twéng sau khi xem mot biic vé ciia mot g tén M. C. Escher. Ong ta
da tao ra toa lau dai gay kinh ngac véi day nhitng 16i di va cau thang chong
1én nhau. Y twéng cta tdi 1a tao ra mot trd nhay-va-leo dit trong bdi canh
giong nhu cua Escher. Nguoi choi c6 ba tram gidy dé leo nii va di vao
phao dai khong 16, noi giam gilt cong chda tai khu trung tam. Co6 linh gac
va ché canh di khap noi; néu ching cham mat ngudoi choi, hay néu thoi
gian két thic thi nguoi hung bi cam tu vinh vién trong phéao dai. Dé thang
tro choi nay ban phai giai thoat cong chua va dua nang ra khoi lau dai an
toan.

T6i da dung mot hinh anh dong véi sau khung hinh khac nhau dé lam
cho nguwoi hung cta t6i tré nén sinh dong. Hinh anh khong té lam vé mat
chi tiét, nhung anh ta hoi khuyu goi va cong tay khi chay, hoat dong nhin
kha chan thuec:

R
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Chi c6 mot van dé: Tat ca nhitng hinh dnh va hoat dong hoanh trang ay
vuot qua khd nang cta chiéc may 64 nén tro choi nay cham kinh khting.
Nguoi hung i ach 1ét qua man hinh va dam linh gac du6i theo anh ta, giong
nhu ca bon dang vat 10n trong viing bun vay. Choi tro nay nhv nghe mot
dia than 33 RPM vay - ban c6 thé nghi ra m6t y twéng co ban, nhuwng chirng
mot phut sau thi ban sé phat dién vi no.

To6i biét 1a chi can day nhanh t6c d6 hanh dong thi toi sé c6 mét tro choi
ngon lanh canh dao. Nhung khi t6i cam phich cam vao chiéc may 64, chang
c6 gi xay ra ca. Toi ngoi xudng va xem lai mé day nhg duwéi ban. Chiéc
may khong dwgc cam vao twong. That ra cd bo nguon may tinh da bién mat
dau roi. Chi c6 duy nhat mot kha nang.

To6i thdy me trong nha bép, dang nwéng miéng sandwich phé mai cho
bita t6i cda t6i. Ba van con mac bé dong phuc trang cua Food World; hai
muoi phit nita ca lam viéc ctia ba mdi bat dau, nhung vi ly do quai gé nao
dé, ba chang hé véi va lao ra khéi nha.

“Me c6 thdy hop sac dy phong ctia con khong?”

Ba khong tra 10i, chi nhan miéng sandwich vao trong chdo bang mét cai
ban xéng kim loai.

“Tréng né gidong nhu cuc gach den vay”, t6i gidi thich. “V&i day dién tua
ra xung quanh.”

T6i nhin me ki hon thi thady ba dang buon. Gidong nhu ba dang trat hét
con gian vao miéng sandwich vay; ba nhan né rat manh véi cai ban xéng,
toi nghi phan tay cam c6 1é gay mat.

“Me thay né trong phong ngu cua con”, cudi cung ba cling néi. “Duwdi
ban mdy tinh cta con ay.”

“Nhung n6 khong con ¢ do nita.”

“Quy tha ma bat di mat roi a!”

Me vé6t miéng banh bo vao dia va roi dat né 1én ban. T6i nhan ra bang
diém lan trong dong thw ctia ngay hom ay. Va day la nhitng gi trong bang
diém:

https://thuviensach.vn



Tén: WILLIAM MARVIN Lép 9 Ngay sinh: 27-4-1973

MON HOQC QUY TONG
1 2 3 4 DIEM

Khai niém toan hoc C DD

Doc co ban C C C-

Dan nhap lich st C DD

Gido duc thé chat C CD

Da va sudi C-DF

Nghé moc B-CD
PIEM TRUNG BiNH
HOQOC KY 3
0,83

“Pé con giai thich”, t6i nai.

“Noi di”, ba dap. “N6i cho me biét lam sao con bi difm D mon Thé duc.
No6i cho me biét lam sao con lai héng mén hoc goi la Ba va subi.”

“Con xin 16i”, t0i noi.

“Pung xin 16i me. Con khong hé lam me dau ti nao. Ba thang trwdc
ching ta ng6i & cai ban nay va con hita véi me rang con sé tién bg. Nhung
hay xem diém s0 ctia con kia. Con da trugt tir thang diém D xudng F. Con
rét cd mon Da va sudi!”

Béat dau nam hoc dau tién cua toi, me kéo t6i vao van phong hiéu truéng
dé phan déi lich hoc mdi. Ba gidi thich t6i chang phai hoc ¢ 16p Poc co
ban. “Billy biét doc”, ba noi. “Né xitng dang ngoi & 16p Tiéng Anh cho hoc
sinh xuat sac, khong phai nhitng 16p ngu ngbc nay.”

Thay Hiéu tredng Hibble cwdi mim va gat dau véi ca sy kién nhan ctia
mot ngwoi da nghe diéu nay hang ngan lan. Me t6i no6i xong, ong ay huéng
su chd y cia me vao bang diém nam 16p tam cua toi (toan diém C va D) va
bai kiém tra danh gia caa toi (“nhém thap nhat thit 25”). Ong ay dé xuat
rang phan mén hoc danh cho hoc sinh hoi cham hiéu sé gitp cai thién két
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qua hoc tap cta t6i va dé nghi: “Pén cudi quy dau tién, chiing ta sé nhin lai
diém sO caa Billy. Néu chau cé6 mot diém B+ hay hon trong bat ¢t moén
nao, ching t6i sé duwa chau vao 16p twong xitng. Va néu chau lam t6t & do,
chung t0i sé dwa chau vao cac 16p hoc danh dw.”

Me t6i bat tay ong dy, cam doan rang ba sé€ gidi quyét dugc van dé nay.
Ba thdy tin twéng rang toi sé lam to6t moi mén hoc dé vao 16p danh dvw
quang gitta nam hoc 16p chin. Trén dwong vé nha, ching téi dirng lai &
Diary Queen va me twéng thuwéng mot chau kem. To6i ngoi trén mui chiéc
Honda, liém cady kem 6c qué hwong vani, trong khi me tha buéc qua lai
trong khu do6 xe, huyén thuyén hoat bat vui vé: “Ching ta sé cho 6ng
Hibble do6 thay, dwgc khong con? Ngay khi con c6 bang diém, ching ta sé
x0Ong ngay vao van phong ctia 6ng ta. Me hdo hitc mudn thdy gwong mat
cua ong ta luc do!”

HOm sau, toi quay lai trrong quyét tdm lam ba hai long. T6i mudn dem
vé mot bang diém gdy an twgng vaGi ba, loai diém ma nguwdi me nao cling
dinh vao tu lanh. T6i chudt nhon tat ca but chi va sap xép lai cuén vd
Trapper Kepper dé dat quyét tam cao nhat.

Nhwng moi khi toi budc vao 16p, sitc manh y chi ctda t6i bién mat. T6i co
tap trung vao gido vién, toi c6 nghe va ghi cha can than. Nhung duwgc nam,
muoi phut thi t6i bat dau viét nguéch ngoac, cudi cung thi may nét nguéch
ngoac dé sé bién thanh mot hinh anh hai chiéu, mot hinh thu song dong
dwgc tao ra tir 504-bit trong 6 v& 24x21, hay t6i viét mot doan ma BASIC,
mot thi gi d6 dé kiém tra trén may tinh khi t6i di hoc vé. T6i nam virng thu
thudt trong tai liéu gidu duwdi cudn va thé nén t6i cé thé nghién ngam quyén
Huéng dan danh cho cdc Idp trinh vién ky cuwu trong khi may dita ban hoc
cda toi luyén cac bai tap ttr loai hay di tim cac mau thitc chung. Chi can toi
ngoi phia sau va gitt im ldng, gido vién vui vé bo qua viéc t6i 19 ho di.

Va gio toi rét mon Da va sudi.

“Nhirtng gido vién ay ho nghi con la dita ngu ngoc”, me noéi vaGi téi. “Va
con dang chitng minh cho ho théy la ho ding.”
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“Con sé c6 gang”, t6i hita.

“U thi con sé c6. Va me sé gitt hop sac dy phong d6 cho dén khi con that
su co gang. Con choi dién ti nhiéu qua roi.”

“Con c0 choi dién tir dau”, t6i ndi. “Con lam ra ching.”

“Khong dwogc. Cho dén khi diém cda con kha hon.”

T6i bat dau thay lo. Binh thuwdng me mét moéi khong muoén déi co vdi toi,
nhung dém do ba to ra rat kién dinh.

“Me, con hita sé dat diém A va B, dugc chwa a? Nhung con rat can cai
may tinh cia con. Fletcher Mulligan dang dén New Jersey, ong dy la vua
tro choi dién tw...”

“Me no6i la khong game ghiéc gi nita! Con mudi bon tudi roi, Billy. Con
khong con la con nit nita dau.” Me nhin dong ho - gio ba thyc sy da tré gio
lam - r6i chup 14y chia khéa xe, chay nhanh ra truéc. “Me dang cd gang
dén kiét sttc dé cham s6c con”, ba néi. “Me nau an, gidt do cho con. Me
con cho con tién tiéu vat. Nhung con khong hé giit 10i hiva véi me.”

Me noéi dung, toi biét me lam dung, va t6i thdy minh that té hai. Me t6i
tré hon rat nhiéu so véi nhitng ba me khac & trwong to6i, chi méi ba muoi ba
tudi. Nhung mai téc nau dai cta ba da diém mau mudi tiéu. Me di lam va
con trong coi nha ctta. Ba chwa bao gio dugc di choi, ba thyce sy chang co
ban bé. Trong nhitng t6i dwogc nghi, ba xem Dallas va Dynasty, buon
chuyén vdi di Gretchen qua dién thoai. Ba di ay két hon v&i mét tay bat
dong san c6 mau mdt & Manhattan va gui tién chu cdp moi thang cho me
con toi.

“Con xin 16i”, t6i n6i v6i me. “Con sé hoc hanh t6t hon.”

Me vo cung tirc gian, ba roi khoi nha khong mot 16i tam biét. Téi nhin
theo xe me mat hut khoi duwong xe chay, ro6i bwdc vao phong riéng cta ba.
Nha t6i ché nao hau nhu ciing kha ngan nap, nhing me lai dé can phong
minh ro btra bon. Chan giwong chwa gap, quan do ban vwong vai trén san.
Ban la ngd d6 mot bén, nhw thé mot con bao vira quét qua noi nay.
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T6i m& ti do cua me va bat den 1én. T6i tim sau phia trong, qua nhitng
do6i giay va dép ma ca thap ky roi ba chang xé chan vao, nam lay tay van
cta khéa an toan. N6 la mot cai ta trang chat day do véi khéa két hgp bon
ky tw. T6i xoay nhom s6 1129; t6i da doan ra day s6 nay nhiéu nam roi, sau
khi biét dugc 29 thang 11 1a sinh nhat bd t6i. T6i chwa tirng néi chuyén véi
bd, 6ng da roi Wetbridge trwéc khi t6i dwgc sinh ra va c6 1é 6ng da dén
Alaska dé khoan mé dau. Ong chéng hé goi dién, viét thu hay gii tién, con
me hiém khi nhac vé 6ng, nhung nhém con s6 ngay sinh nhat do6 chwa bao
gi0 thay doi. Diéu nay khién t6i ty héi rang, mot ngay nao do, ong sé lai
buwdc vao cudc song cua chiung t6i. Co 1é 6ng sé xuat hién & thém ctra vdi
hoa va tién cung 16i giai thich hop ly cho muwdi bén nam vang mat cda
minh. Béi t6i dinh ninh 6ng sé dwa ra 16i gidi thich hgp ly. T6i sé san long
lang nghe.

Nhung ldc nay, chi c6 me con toi ma thoi.

Toi bop chot trén khoa an toan va nang cai nap lén. Hop sac dy phong &
d6, nam trén dong giady to thué va chithg nhan cta ngan hang. T6i mang vé
lai phong minh, cdm vao may C64 va bat dau cong viéc.

https://thuviensach.vn



[=p

600 REM *** INSTRUCTIONS ***

610 PRINT “SAVE THE PRINCESS! SHE IS”

620 PRINT “IMPRISONED IN A DANGEROUS”

630 PRINT “FORTRESS. YOUR MISSION IS”

640 PRINT “TO AVOID THE GUARDS, ENTER”

650 PRINT “THE FORTRESS, AND FIND THE”

660 PRINT “PRINCESS BEFORE TIME RUNS OUT.”
670 PRINT “HIT ANY KEY TO BEGIN”.

680 GET A$:IF A$=“" THEN 680

690 RETURN

Im

Nhitng dém sau, toi 1én dem cai hop sac du phong ra khdi ta khoa an
toan trong phong me r6i 1én dem tra lai trwdc khi di nga. Dung that, diéu
nay khong trung thuc ti nao, thuc téi ciing thay t6i 16i khi n6i déi lam.
Nhung t6i biét, gianh phan thwdng cai IBM PS/2 tri gia bon ngan do quan
trong v&i twong lai cia t6i hon la hoc bat ¢t thit gi vé Pa va sudi. Néu toi
nghiém tic vGi Cong ty Phan mém Planet Will thi chang bao 1au nita toi c6
thé khong con lam viéc trén cai mady Commodore 64. Nhitng chiéc may
ma@i hon c6 bo nhd 16n hon va hinh anh dep hon, con nhuw nhitng cai may
64 sé 16i thoi trong mot, hai nam nita. T6i can nang cap cong nghé tién tién
nhat va cudc thi nay chinh la co hoi t6t nhat dé thue hién diéu do.

bé Alf va Clark khong dén qudy qua & nha t6i, toi noi toi bi cam tic vi bi
diém kém. Nhwng r6i bon n6 van vac mat dén, go vao ctta chan ngay khi
me toi vira di lam, ru ré t6i xem MacGyver, choi Trivial Pursuit hay goi
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dién choc pha may co géi trong khu phd. T6i giéi thich rang me da nho
hang x6m dé mat dén t6i, ba Digby bén kia dwong dang theo doi qua tdm
rém ctra bang ren, thé nén t6i phdi dong ctra lai.

T6i viét ma ca dém, con ban ngay thi sita ban in sudt gio hoc. Nhitng
nghién citu nay chang thay doi dwgc gi. Tro choi Phdo dai cdm van cham
ré. T6i da thit moi cach. T6i c6 gang rit gon doan ma hét sitc c6 thé, sap
x€ép lai nhitng lap trinh con, x6a nhitng doan van ban va bé nhitng khodng
cach giira cac 1énh. Trong khoanh khac tuyét vong, toi tham chi con vé sinh
ca nhitng khe hé trén ban phim, chac la dong bui nay da lam chiéc may
chay cham.

Nhiéu lan t6i nghi dén viéc quay lai tiém Zelinsky, nho c6 géi kia giup
do. Toi biét rang bat c ai c6 thé 1ap trinh nhitng bai nhac caa Phil Collins
trén con chip SID sé c6 y twéng tuyét voi khi cai thién téc dé hoat hinh. Co
ay c6 vé vui tinh, th6ng minh va trong rat ngau. Toi thyc sy dang rat can
vai 161 khuyén. Nhung t6i biét bon Alf va Clark sé khong dé yén. Nao la
nhitng 10i dua cgt bé heo con. Nao la diép khuc “con-bé-qua-map”. Bon né
chang bao gio dirng céi tro ay.

Theé 1a t6i danh lam mot minh, thitc khuya méi t6i, cang lic cang thay roi
ram. Pén t6i thi Sau, t6i da nghi dén chuyén bé cudc, roi téi nghe dugc
tiéng phanh xe dap quen tai ngoai ctra s06. T6i nhin xuyén qua bitrc man va
thdy Alf v6i Clark dang cudi xe trén dwong vao nha. Bon n6 mac nguyén
cdy den, giéng nhuw may c6 gai trong mdt doan bang cta Robert Palmer,
ngoai trtr son moi mau do tuai roi.

“Tui may madc céi gi thé nay?” To6i hoi.

“Ké hoach Vanna”, Alf dap.

“Budc thit ba”, Clark néi. “Tui tao c6 ké hoach mai.”

T6i nhan ra bon né van dang néi vé t& Playboy, v6i nhitng birc hinh cua
Vanna White. T6i mai chim dam trong tro choi cia minh, hoan toan quén
bang ching.

“Tui bay nghién qua r6i”, t6i noi.
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Biéu hién cta Clark nhw thé nhitng 16i t6i ndi lam ton thwong cam xuc
ctia n6: “May n6i may cling mudén xem ching co ma. May néi c6 dy la
ngwoi phu nit dep nhat nuwéc My.”

“Tao biét.”

“May tirng noi c6 ay muwoi diém hoan my ma!”

“Tao biét.”

“Thé sao may lai cut hitng vay?”

T6i nghi dén Fletcher Mulligan, dén chiéc may IBM PS/2 nhitng bon
ngan do, dén tro choi v van va vo vong van con can ca khoi thoi gian dé
hoan thanh. “Vi tao bi cam tuc, tui may khong nhg a? Me tao nhd ba Digby
canh chirng tao r6i.”

Clark nhin sang dudng, hwéng dén can nha go hai phong ngu nhé xiu ctia
ba Digby. Hién nha trong rong, ctta so thi toi om. “Ba gia d6 di ngu ba
tiéng trudc ro6i. Ba ay khong biét may 1én ra ngoai dau.”

“May khong muon 18 dip nay”, Alf hita vdi t6i. “Bon minh dén do6 cang
som thi cang mau giau.”

biéu nay khoi mao cho vo van tiéng chuong canh bao rung vang. Qua
bao nhiéu nam, t6i da hoc dugc cach de chirng truée nhitng dy tinh giau-
lén-sau-mot-dém cua Alf. Nhw 1an bon t6i danh ca tuan dé kéo chiéc xe kéo
qua Wetbridge, thu nhat hop nhom dé ban lai, vi thang Alf nghe néi cho
dong nat trda moi hop muwdi xu. Bon t6i gom dwgce hon tam tram hop tredc
khi phéat hién ra rang Alf khong biét cach doc ky tu sau dau phay, thuc ra ty
1€ 1a “,01”, mot xu mot hop.

“May c6 y tuwdng gi a?” T6i hoi.

“Pon gian th6i”, Alf néi. “May biét cau chuyén vé Chua Jesus va con ca
khong?”

T6i nhin n6 cham cham, khong khoi boi r6i, c6 tim ra moi lién hé gitta
cau chuyeén trong Kinh thanh va nhitng bitc anh ctia Vanna White.
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“La nhw thé nay”, Alf tiép tuc. “Chia Jesus di dy mot bira tiec & Galilee
hay dau do, lic d6 c6 nam ngan nguwdi xuat hién. Bon ho gan nhu chét dai,
lai dang & gilta sa mac, nhung tat ca nhitng gi ho c6 chi la mét con ca. Mot
con ca ro nho xiu xwong xau bay trén dia. Nhwng Chua Jesus tran an: ‘Moi
nguwoi ding lo, ¢t chuyén cho nhau, sé c6 da cho tat cd.” Va Nguwoi da
ding, ddy la m6t phép mau, ho ct chuyén céi dia va bang cach nao do, luon
c6 du cho moi ngudi. Ngudi da cho nam ngan ngudoi an chi véi mot con ca.
Cau chuyén la nhw thé. Nhung may c6 ty hoi xem: Sé thé nao néu Chia
Jesus tinh tién con ca d6? Néu Nguoi c6 mot co may phép thuat bién mot
con ca thanh ndam ngan con va ban hai d6 méi con? D6 la diéu tao dang néi
dén, Billy a. Co mdy phép thuat do ton tai! N6 c6 that!”

T6i quay sang Clark: “Dich sang tiéng Anh xem?”

Clark dwa cho t6i mau gidy, to6i dat n6 dudi anh den 10 mo ngoai hién.
Trong anh la gwong mat cia Alf bi bién dang sau tdm thay tinh. Mat né
nham, tia sang trang soi rd dong mun trén tran né. Giéng nhw ban mdt né
duwoc in ra t* may in Xerox - ngoai chuyén khuon mat né c6 mau, nhv mot
tam hinh trong tap chi hao nhoang nao dé6. T6i chua tirng thdy cai gi giong
nhu thé.

“May lam thé nao véi né vay?” Toi hoi.

“Mdy in mau Xerox. Van phong cuia me tao vira mua mot cdi. Sao in bat
c? thi gi may muon véi day da mau sac.”

Bong nhién t6i hinh dung dwgc moi thit né noéi lic nay.

“May tinh in nhitng tdm hinh ctia Vanna White a?”

“Chinh xac”, Alf noi.

N6 dwa toi bang liét ke gia ca:

KHONG BI KIEM DUYET! VANNA WHITE!
KHONG BI KIEM DUYET!
1tam -2 do
3 tam - 5 do
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10 tam - 10 do
Nguoi tinh cia nwéc My
Nhw quy khach chwa tirng biét dén nang
“DAT HANG NGAY HOM NAY”

“Tao ghét phai cong nhan chuyén nay”, toi ndi, “nhung may dung la
thién tai.”

Alf hoi cui dau: “Cam on may.”

Nhitng t0 bao 14 cdi va chwong trinh truyén hinh néi vé cac bitc hinh cia
Vanna White ca thang nay. Bon nam sinh I6p tdm va 16p chin san sang rong
ran xép hang dé dwa Alf tién an trra ctia ching. N6 sé 1dy mot to tap chi
bon do va in Xerox ra hang dong tién. Chi c6 mot van de.

“Tap chi dau?”

“T6i nay ching ta sé cé nd. Tyler Bell muén gitip do.”

Chac t6i nghe lam. Tyler 16n hon bon t6i ba tudi, hoc khéa trén. Han la
dita duy nhat trong khu pho c6 mét chi€c xe may - mot chiéc Harley 1968
n6é banh bach véi dong co dau xéng cuwc ngau. Han mdc do da vao mua
dong va do jean lic he. Han mac luan phién cd nam nguyén mot td do so mi
nhac heavy metal: Iron Maiden, Metallica, Megadeth, Slayer. Quan tay cta
han thi dinh ghim, con doi bot luén mon ca dé vi han chang quan tam.

“Tw khi nao chung ta la ban caa Tyler Bell vay?” Toi hoi.

“That ra anh ta cling choi dwgc”, Alf néi. “Nhitng chuyén vé anh ta
thuwong la bia dat.”

“Tr viec anh ta tirng ‘xoac’ mot co giao”, Clark néi toac ra. “Senora
Fernandez. Chuyén do6 hoan toan co that.”

“Xoac” mot co gido chi la chuyén nhé so véi mé tin don ma toi tirng
nghe. Nguoi ta ndi Tyler cudi xe dén New York dip cudi tuan, danh ddm
v6i dan ham mo6 nhac heavy metal roi “xoac” v6i dam ditng duong & Times
Square. Bang ngac nhién la nhitng chuyén nay khong hé lam dam con géai
16p t6i ngitng phat dién vi han ta. Khi Tyler vénh véo di qua day tu d6 cua
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bon noé, ca bon c* nga vat ra, giong nhw han buwéc ra tir trang bia cudn tiéu
thuyét tinh cdm cta Harlequin vay. Chac cé 1é kiép truwdc han ta la hai tac
hodc mét chién binh Viking.

“Tai sao Tyler lai gitp tui may?” Toi héi. “Sao han biét dwoc ca tén tui
may?”

“Tao va Alf dang mac do sau khi tap thé duc”, Clark giai thich. “Bon tao
néi vé Zelinsky trong phong cit do va Tyler nghe 16m. Anh ta lién quay
sang noéi bon tao sé co td tap chi néu dwa anh ta hai mwoi d6”.

“Va may da tra cho han?”

“Khong, chwa dau”, Alf ndi. “Chung ta sé gdp anh ta ngay thoi. Tai nha
ga.”

“Tao khong muon may cé cdm giac bi cho chau ria”, Clark vong vo.
“Tao nghi may mudn cé mat & do khi ca bon nhin thay nhitng bitc anh kia.”

Clark kha than trong. Méi khi né gap van may né sé chéng loan bao cho
ca bon. Trong ky tc xwa nhat cua toi vé né, khi ching t6i hdy con la dam
nhoc con di bo vé ti¥ nha tré trong mot con bao tuyét, Clark tinh c@ trong
thdy mot thanh socdla hiéu Hershey phu tuyét. Bat ky difa tré nao ciing sé
nhét tdi thanh keo cho riéng minh. Nhung Clark nam tu6i dau ngéi xudng
tuyét, boc thanh s6cola Hershey ra roi dung cai cang bé thanh ba miéng
bang nhau. Thanh sdc6la déng bang citng lai, pha day tuyét trang tinh, co 1é
dé 1a thi tinh khiét nhat, ngon lanh nhat ma t6i tirng dugc an.

“Tao ra ngay”, t0i noi.

Truwdc khi ching t6i ra dén dwong Market, Itic d6 gan muwoi mot gio dém,
cac ctra tiem va nha hang da dong ctra. Hai bén duwong khong mot bong
nguoi, thang hodc vai chiéc xe hoi qua lai. Theo chi dan cua Alf, ching t6i
dé xe dap & phia sau ngan hang vi 1é ca bon sé trong ngau hon khi bach bo
dén giap mat Tyler. Xe may thi qua ngau, nhung ban dap thi danh cho dam
con nit miéng con hoi sita.

Tyler ngo6i thtr trén bang ghé phia trvdc nha ga. Hinh trén 4o thun cda
anh ta la mot cai bé xi vdi con dao gam ngoi lén mat nwdc, dong chit theo
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kiéu gém ghiéc “Metal up Your Ass*”. Anh ta cha noéi gi khi chiing t6i buéc
dén, chi ditng day va di vong qua bén kia nha ga. D6 la tda nha cao nhat &
Wetbridge - cong trinh ba tang dugc trang tri bang nhiéu mai nha, hang c6t
dung va ban cong.

Tén mot ban nhac cia nhém nhac rock Metallica.

Tyler dirng lai dugi bong do ctia toa nha, mot khoang nho gitra thung rac
di dong va hang rao mat cao.

“Ai day?” Anh ta hoi.

Toi nhan ra anh ta dang am chi toi.

“Pay la Billy”, Alf noi. “N6 khong c6 van dé gi dau.”

Tyler c6 vé nghi ngai. “Nhin may quen quen”, anh ta noi véi t6i. “Lam
sao tao biét may nhi?”

“Ngan tu do cua t6i ké bén anh. Cuaa anh 1a A29. Cuia t6i 1la A28.”

“May dang dua véi tao day a. Nghiém tdc ch?” Anh ta lac dau khong
tin. “Tao ludn nghi cai ta dé trong rong, khong c6 y han hoc gi dau.”

Khéng van dé gi. To6i luén mudén tang hinh trwdc nhitng ga nhu Tyler
Bell, va ro rang toi da thanh cong.

Alf xuy ra to hai muoi do: “To tap chi dau?”

Tyler nhét to tién vao tii nhung phdt 10 cau héi: “Néu c6 ai dén, tao
muon tui bay tan ra. Moi dita chay moi huwdng. Tui cdm sé khong bat dugc
ca dam, hiéu chua?”

Khong, t6i cha hiéu, khong hiéu n6i. Nha ga vang tanh. Phong vé cling
cai ctta im im. Chang c6 ma nao ngoi cho trén san ga ca.

“Khu bén doc chang c6 ai”, Alf ddm bao vdi anh ta. “Pua td tap chi cho
bon em di.”

Tyler cau c6: “Tao chwa bao gio noi tao sé dem t0 tap chi cho tui bay.
Tao noi sé chi cho tui bay cach 1ay no.”

“Y anh la sao?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Xem va hoc di.”

Tyler buéc dén hang rao lwdi mat cdo, gi chiéc bot vao mat lwgi va bat
dau leo. Nhac ca than hinh cong kénh, anh ta di chuyén rat uyén chuyén va
khong gay tiéng dong, leo 1én tam lwdi mot cach diéu nghé nhw Nguwoi nhén
vay. Khi leo 1én cach mdt dat khoang hai mét, anh ta bat mdt chan qua hang
rao, thong chan trong chan ngoai, réi anh ta nam mot canh cay lo lttng trén
cao, rwén nguoi theo thé thang dirng, gitt thang bang trén hang rao nhw
nghé nhan du day.

“Anh dang lam gi vay?” Alf hoi.

Vin vao canh cay cho nguoi that vitng, Tyler budc qua ben trén hang rao,
r6i bang lén trén mai nha ga.

“Lén di, may tiéu thv”, anh ta n6i. “Hay nhac chan lén di. Tao chang c6
ca dem dau.”

Alf khong can dgi bi goi lan th hai. N6 nhay 1én hang rao, c6 bat chuéc
nhitng dong tac uyén chuyén ctua Tyler, nhung né chang hé cé sitc manh va
st thanh thuc ctaa anh ta. N6 bam chéat vao mat lwgi giong nhw dang bi dién
giat vay, roi Clark va toi phdi ddy mong n6 dé dwa no 1én trén.

“Pén luwogt tao”, Clark xung phong.

“Chung ta dang lam cai quai gi thé nay?” Toi lam bam.

“Binh tinh nao”, né noéi. “Tyler khong c6 nhiéu thoi gio dau!”

Clark nhét cai cang cta n6 qua hang rao, tha léng nita than trai, r6i dung
canh tay lanh lan dé ty day than minh 1én. Qua nhiéu nam, n6 da hoc cach
den bu cho ntra yéu bén kia, hang dém né chong day dé gitr than minh can
doi, n6 dé dang tré thanh dita cwong trang nhat va c6 dang thé thao nhat
dam bon t6i (du phai thita nhan rang diéu d6 chang néi 1én gi nhiéu). Clark
c6 thé 1a mot van dong vién “da-zi-nang” nhw dién kinh, béng da, quan vaot,
vat, tham chi c6 thé la bong chay - nhung cai cang da ngan can né thé
nghiém nhitng m6n dé. N6 ghét tat ca nhitng hoat dong nao gay chu y dén
doi tay.
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Tirng bwdc mot, ca bon nhap héi vai Tyler trén mai nha ga, roi theo anh
ta dén cau thang thoat hiém lén néc mai cao hon & tang hai. Tt d6, ching
t0i ty gobi va tay 1én thanh chong ditng. Chuing t6i men theo 1én dén dinh
cua nha ga - mot mai nho ra trong dugc ca duong Market. Chung toi dang
ding cach mat dat mwdi lam mét, nam bep trén 16p ngdi 1gp mai da ran nit
va vurong vai phan chim. Mang dan nwéc mwa day nuwdc ¢ dong va c6 mui
nhw danh ram.

“Noi nay dinh that!” Alf thi tham. “Sao anh phat hién ra dwoc vay?”

Tyler nhtin vai: “Anh tao chi tao. D6i khi tui tao cling dan may c6 lén
day.”

“Pé ‘hud hi’ a?” Alf hoi. N6 dang chay nuwdc dai.

T6i thay that xau ho vi cau héi cta né, nhung Tyler chi cudi: “Tao da xw
biét bao nhiéu dita trén cai hién nay hon ca doi tui may cé dugce roi.” Anh
ta nhin 1én bau troi dém. “May dita con gai nhin thdy nhitng ngoi sao ay va
giong nhu la day nit ctia ching ty bung ra vay.”

T6i nhuwdng veé phia truedc, nhoai ngwdi ra mang nwdc. Pinh nha ga dem
dén céi nhin bao quat tat ca toa nha xung quanh.

“Thé to tap chi dau?” Toi héi.

“Nhin qua bén kia dwong di”, Tyler n6i. “Tui may cé thdy nha hang
Tuwéng quan Tso khong? Cai nha hang nguwdi Hoa ¢ goc duong ay?”

Ngon Everest cia Twdng quan Tso la nha hang tuyét nhat trong khu pho,
1a noi duy nhat dé dan ban géi di néu nhw khong c6 xe hoi. Moi mén trong
thie don dwgce ban trong hop nita lit hay mot lit.

“Co6 thang thoat hiém phia sau nha hang”, Tyler gidi thich. “Diéu tui may
can lam la leo thang qua mai cta cai nha hang d6. Tui may phai im lang vi
tay cht song trén tang trén ctia nha hang. Han c6 mot can ¢ tang hai.”

“DPoi ti”, téi ngat 16i. “Chung ta dang néi gi thé nay? Dang lam gi trén
day?”
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Tyler thd dai va nghe r6 tiéng, giong nhw noi bat an 16n nhat cta anh ta
vé toi da duwgce xac nhan.

“Ct nghe anh ta di”, Clark noi.

“Phai day, tiép tuc di, Tyler”, Alf bénh vurc.

Tyler tiép tuc, Clark bat dau ghi chd. N6 rit ra mot cay but chi va to gidy
vé phac thdo day toa nha doc theo dwong Market. Ttr diém nhin cia ching
toi, trong ching kha nhé va dé dang leo tréo bang thang, giong nhw cac
chuéng ngai trong tro choi dién tr. Hau hét ctra hang déu san séat nhau,
nhung mot ranh nho da ngan cach nha hang Twéng quan Tso véi ctira hiéu
ké bén.

“Tui may sé phai nhdy qua cai ranh nay”, Tyler giai thich. “Sau doé tui
may sé dén tiém ban xe dap. Ho dung tang hai dé chita do nén tui may om
som c¥ nao cling dwgc. R6i di vé hwdng dong. Cira hang xe dap, cong ty du
lich, tiém Zelinsky. Ong ta ciing dung tang hai dé& chita do. Nhitng chiéc
mdy danh chit cii va may th v& van. Thé nén tui may khong viéc gi phai
s@ chuyén cai co 6n ao.”

T6i quay qua Alf roi thi tham: “Sao anh ta biét hét may thit nay?”

“Tao lam viéc ¢ d6 mua he nam ngoai”, Tyler giai thich. “Nay, tui may
c6 thay cho nho ra trén mai khong? Cai hop vuong nhé dé. D6 la cira sap.
Zelinsky khoéa né tir bén trong, nhwng ca cai ctra thi banh tw 1au roéi. Go thi
muc, may cai ban 1€ thi gi sét. Tui may cé thé 1at n6 ra bang tay khong ciing
duwgc nita 1a. Con dung cai xa beng thi tén chirng hai gidy la cung.”

It ra tdi cling hiéu ring anh ta dang chi dan bon tbi thyc hién mot vu dot
nhap: “Anh dua a? May ngudi mudn trom may to tap chi a?”

Mot thoang tr6i qua, khong ai noi véi ai 10i nao.

“A”, Clark 1y sy, “that ra ciing khong hén 1a trdm néu nhu chiing ta tra
tién. Chung ta c6 thé dé tién tai quay. Bon d6 cho mai to ching ta lay di.”

“Chung ta sé stra cai cwa sap khi thoat ra”, Alf noi. “Chung ta sé dem
theo tua vit va chiing ta sé gan cai ban Ié vao.”
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“Khong”, t6i n6i. “Con lau!”

“Tai sao khong?” Tyler hoi.

“Vi Alf vira dva cho anh hai mwoi do r6i con gi! Sao anh khong buwéc
vao ctra hang r6i mua mot t¢ cho né di?”

“Nhu vay thi pham phap”, Tyler noi.

“Cai nay méi la pham phap”, toi ndi. “Anh dang bao chung t6i dot nhap
tiem Zelinsky va an trom tap chi.”

T6i chang biét minh da 1ay dau ra diing khi déi dau véi Tyler Bell nita.
Trong anh ta nhu thé sap day t6i xuéng mai nha ga vay. Nhung phai c6 ai
néi gi do. “Ké hoach” ctia anh ta that vé van. Ro rang la Nhiém vu bat kha
thi.

Cai 1t ban t6i bi mac ket trong dé mat roi.

“P6 khong phai la trom néu ching ta tra tién”, Clark lap lai.

“Pung vay”, toi noi.

“Chang ai biét dau”, Alf noi. “Zelinsky sé thay tién trén quay. Chung ta
dem Vanna White vé nha. B6i bén ctng c6 1gi ma.”

“Chinh xac”, Tyler n6i. Clark vé xong phac do thi dwa moi ngudi xem.
Tyler liéc qua roi gat dau chap nhan. “Ké hoach day. Ba buéc don gian.”
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Toi quay sang Tyler nhitng mong tim mot 101 giai thich ro rang: “Nay,
anh duoc 1gi gi tir chuyén nay? Sao anh lai di cung ba dita tay mo vao mot
toi thit Sau thé nay?”

Clark nin thé, nhw thé cau héi cua t6i cue ky thd thién vay: “Chua oi,
Billy, anh ta dang cw xt¥ lich thiép day.”

Tyler duwong nhw chang mdy ban tam: “Tao chi giét thoi gian thoi, ong
twong. Tao c6 hen v6i dam ban luc bdy gio ba muoi, va tao nghi nén giiup
tui bay trong lic chd dgi.” Anh ta bao diéu nay nhw mot 1€ thuwdng tinh,
nhung 10i gidi thich dy 1am t6i khyng lai: Tyler Bell that kinh khung, anh ta
sé khong hu hi trudc muoi mot gio rudi khuya! “Nhung néu tui bay khong
can tao giap thi...”

“Co chtr, tui em c6 chir!” Clark nai ni.

“Tién hanh ngay bay gio di”, Alf néi. “Hay lam ngay dém nay di!”

“Co diéu”, Tyler noi, “Zelinsky da cai chuong bao ca cai tiém dé roi.
Ctra tredc, clta sO va cira sap trén mai. Nén ngay khi tui may mé no ra, hé
thong chuodng lién phat tin hiéu bao dong. Tui may cé sdu muoi gidy tat nd
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trdc khi ca noi nay sang trieng nhu ngay 1€ Quoc khanh. Tiéng coi, anh
den pha va ca déng thit sau do nita.”

Bén duédi, mot vién canh sat dang cham rdi di tudan quanh khu duong
Market. Du 6ng ay khong thdy ca bon nhung dita nao cling im phang phac
cho dén khi 6ng dy di mot quang xa.

“Thé tat chuong bao dong nhu thé nao?” Alf héi.

“Co6 mot bang s6 nhé gan ctra trwde. Ghi la ‘Hé thong an ninh Ademco’.
May nhan mat ma vao day. Po6 la van dé. Tao khong biét ma.”

“Thé ai biét?”

“Chi Zelinsky biét. Va con gai han: Mary.” Tyler quay sang Clark. “Dé
la nhiém vu cta may.”

Clark nhdy mat: “Em u?”

“May phai noi chuyén ngot ngao vGi con bé do, Nhoc Pep ma. Pam bao
no tin may sai c6.”

Du bén trén mai nha ga t6i den nhw muc, to6i biét Clark dang do mat:
“Em khong biét do ngot ai ca.”

“Chac chan may lam dwgc. May la dita dep trai ma. May an mac banh
bao. May lich thiép. Néu may ty tin thém ti nita, may sé cwa duwgc ca
dong.”

Clark gio cai cang lén: “Con cai nay thi sao?”

“Po la vii khi bi mat cia may!” Tyler noi. “May cho né xem cai ban tay
kinh di nay moi khi c6 co hdi. Vi cai dé khién bé Map tin may hiéu khong?
Cai dé lam con bé dé thiy an toan.”

Clark chang dé lot tai dwgc ti nao. N6 ldc nao cling ngai ngung truéc
dam con gai, né san sang bang qua dwong chi dé né mot ¢6 nao do.

“Nghe tao nay”, Tyler tiép tuc. “Mary lam viéc tai ctta hang vao gid trua.
Con bé nay ciing cé hitng nhu khi vay, hiéu khong? Tao phai cho n6 mot
gay. N6 chang thé roi doi tay mo mam khdi ngudi tao. N6 khat khao hanh
su.”
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“Em khong... em khong mudn lam gi c6 ay hét”, Clark noi.

“Chi di choi th6i”, Tyler néi. “N6i chuyén véi né, néi gi vui vui dy. Dién
nhu thich n6 that. Ru no di xem phim, nghich téc no, hon né...”

“Em khong hon c6 ay dau”, Clark néi. “Em muon to tap chi. Em rat
muon. Nhung em khong hon cé ay.”

“Vay théi”, Tyler néi, nang goi 1én. “Cam on vi da lam phi thdi gian cia
tao. Tao twdng tui may that sy nghiém tic.”

“Bon em nghiém ttic!” Alf néi. “Bon em rat nghiém tuc!”

“Vay may can ldy mat ma”, Tyler nai ni.

bén day, t6i wéc minh chwa tirng roi khéi nha. K& hoach cta Tyler that
nham nhi. Co hoi thanh cong la con s6 khéng. Bat ky c6 gai nao du thong
minh dé€ 1ap trinh Invisible Touch 1én chiéc may C64 sé chang ngu ngéc cho
ngwoi khac biét ma an ninh ctra tiém cia bé co ay. Bon t6i phi siic tréo 1én
tan néc nha ga dé chang dugc gi.

“Em khong lam dau”, Clark khang khang. “Em lay lam tiéc.”

“Vay em sé€ lam”, Alf mién cuGng néi. “Em khong thich chuyén nay va
em sé gdp ac mong ca doi. Nhung em sé€ hy sinh vi dai cudc.”

Tyler lac dau: “Con bé d6 map, nhung n6é khéng c6 mu. Phai la anh
chang Bryan Adams nay day.”

Clark nhin cha giong Bryan Adams teo nao, nhung t6i biét y Tyler la gi,
né6 s@ hitu vé dep ty nhién cia mot ngwdi ma ching ta mong dwgc nhin thay
trén san khau ca nhac. Trong khi d6 Alf nhin nhi mot dita nhéc mo6 héi nhé
nhai ditng & quay do vat, ban banh quy mém va xtc xich nuwéng.

“Tao khong lam dau”, Clark noi.

Bon né cdi nhau chi chée, nhung t6i biét Clark sé khong nhwgng bg, no
c6 thé san sang cudp mot cira tiém, nhung né qua quan tw dén dé khong
muon lam tén thwong cam xtc cia ai d6. T6i muodn roi khéi cai mai va vé
nha. Téi muén quay lai 1ap trinh tro choi cta t6i. D6 cling la lic t6i ndy ra y
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twong 16n - con dong ndo ngoc nghéch nay khién toan bd cau chuyén buon
ay bat dau khai dong.

“Thoi dé tao di”, t6i noi.

“May?” Tyler hoi.

“That a?” Clark noi.

“U, tao lam dwgc”, t6i ndi. “Tao s& lay cai ma do.”

Do 1a 16i no6i déi. Toi nghi chang ai c6 thé 1ay duwgce cai ma do. Téi tham
chi con chang lén ké hoach dé thit. Nhung gid vo c6 lam theo ké hoach nay
cho t6i mot 1y do hgp ly dén ctra hang dé khoe tro Phdo dai cdm v6i Mary.
Co 1€ c6 ay biét cach chinh stta. T6i van con mwoi lam ngay tridc han chot
du thi.

Tyler cé vé nghi ngd nén t6i gia vo lam mot tén khon: “Nhuwng tao can
thoi gian. Tao khong thé buwdc vao ctra hang réi cham vao nguc con bé ay.
Chac la sé mat mot hay hai tuan chi chang dua. Rat c6 kha nang 1a hai.”

Clark déan mat nhin t6i khong khoéi kinh ngac. N6 biét téng tdi chang so
nguc ai dau, t6i con chang qua dwgc n6i budc dau tién: “That ha Billy?
May sé hon con bé do?”

“Hon nd, mon trén nd, tham chi di xa hon néu can”, t6i néi. “Tui may
muu tinh ké hoach chi tiét khac di trong khi tao lam than véi Em gai Heo.”

Lan dau tién sudt bubi toi, Tyler nhin téi véi vé kinh trong, tham chi c6
phan ngwdng md. Anh ta vo vai t6i: “May thdy day! Pdy mdi la nhitng gi
tao dang néi dén. Pay la kiéu thai d6 méi lam nén chuyén duoc!”
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N3

700 REM *** DRAW HERO SPRITE ***
710 POKE 52,48:POKE 56,48

720 FOR HE=0O TO 62:READ H

730 POKE 12888+HE,H

740 NEXT HE

750 POKE 2040,192:POKE V+21,1

760 POKE V+39,1

770 POKE V+0,180

780 POKE V+1,120

790 RETURN

Im

Mang Internet ma ching ta biét dén khong ton tai vao nam 1987, nhung
nguwoi ta san sang chi trd ba muwoi chin d6 phi thanh vién va mwoi hai do
moi gio dé c6 thé két ndi vao CompuServe* von la diéu tuyét voi tiép theo.
Néu Internet ngay nay nhw vii tru rong 16n cé hang ty trang blog thi
CompuServe giong nhuw mot cau lac bd giao té€ nho va riéng tw hon. Co
nhitng chu dé gigi han dé ban luan va chi mot dim tro choi. Tat cad moi thit
duwgc CompuServe kiém soat, chi c6 thanh vién ctia CompuServe méi cé
thé vao trong do.

CompuServe la mét co sé dich vu thong tin tric tuyén bang may tinh 16n
nhat va thanh cong nhat.

Khéng c6 cac video, hinh anh hay am thanh. Ciing chang cé mau nita.
B0 diéu giai 300-baud kho cé thé truyén cac ky tw ASCII, va cac tir dan lap
day man hinh cda ching ta, moéi lan mot k... y... t... @. M0i twong tac
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giong nhu doi mot dnh Polaroid hién 1én. Sau khi dang nhap vao trang, toi
phai chd cé phit dé cac muc chinh tai vé:

Dich vy Théng tin CompuServe

23:12 mti gid phia bPdng tht Sau ngay 15 thédng 5 nam 87

1. Bao chi

2. Tai chinh

3. Giai tri

4. Coébng doéng

5. Théng tin ngudi dung CompuServe

6. Thu dién tu

Nhdp con sb tuy chon vao, hodc bldm H dé biét thém théng tin.

>

T6i chon s6 6, Thw dién t¥ - cach don gian dé lién lac véi Mary ma
khong can ghé tiém hay doi mat vGi Zelinsky. Luat 1é cudc thi dén tir mot
nhom nguwoi diung CompuServe va so6 nhan dang thanh vién ctia Mary dugc
in trén dau trang. Mot the dién tir trén CompuServe c6 téi da mudi hai
dong nén t6i c6 gang viét tin nhan ngan gon.

GUI: 59453,1

TU: 38584,8

1: CHAO, BAN CO PHAI MARY ZELINSKY KHONG?

2: TOI TEN LA WILL MARVIN.

3: TOI PA O CUA HANG CUA BAN NGAY HOM TRUOC.

4: BAN PA NOI VvOI TOI VE CUQC THI CUA TRUONG RUTGERS.
5: BAN SE THAM GIA CHU?

6: TOI MUON.. NHUNG TRO CHOI CUA TOI VAI QUA.
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Khi hoan thanh, t6i nhan Enter va CompuServe dwa cho t6i mot trang
phu:

CAC LUA CHON

1. XEM LAI VOI MINI-EDITOR
2. CHINH SUA

3. GUI

NHAN CON sO PE LUA CHON TAC VU HAY PHIM M PE VE MUC CHINH,
HAY PHIM H PE DPUQC GIUP bJ.

>

Tdi chon s6 3, chitc ning GUI, CompuServe cho biét tin nhin sé& duoc
gtii di trong vong bon dén hai mwoi bon gio. Sau do, toi thoat ra that nhanh
dé khong bi tinh thém bat ctt phi nao vao thé tin dung ctia me t6i. T6i hy
vong cho dén lic nhan dugc ban ké Visa, ba da quén rang to6i bi cam s
dung may 64.

T6i kiém tra CompuServe lan nita vao dém sau, nhung van khong c6 hoi
am. Piéu nay chang hé khién t6i ngac nhién. CompuServe qua dat tién,
nhiéu nguwdi (nhat la bon tré con) khéng thé chi trd cho n6. Do yéu to lién
quan dén thoi gian giti thu nhw riia bo nén ta cé thé hiéu ly do viéc trao doi
thu dién t& thuwong kéo dai sudt hang tuan, tham chi hang thang. Gidong nhw
giti thong diép vao mot cai chai, chang biét khi nao c6 ay nhan dwgc no
vay.

Nhung khi dén treong vao sang thit Hai, toi thiy ai dé da dé cai dia mém
co kich thwéc 5% qua khe tu cua t6i. Mat trwde cai dia c6 dan mot nhan
trang nhé dé tén t6i. T6i cup tiét dau (Dan nhap Lich stt), di vao phong may
tinh cta treong. Ca 16p dang hoc, t6i thu hinh sau cai may tréng hoc & day
ban cudi 16p. Man hinh mdy tinh da 16n dé che khuat mat t6i khoi huéng
nhin cua c6 Grecco. Co gidao day danh may qua lai truéc 16p, doc nhitng ky
tw dé hoc sinh go phim: “A, A, A, A...S,S,S,S... D,D, D, D...
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T6i bod dia vao 6 va mé thw muc. Chi c6 mot tap tin duy nhat dugc dat
tén PLAYMEZ*. Thé la t6i tdi n6 vé bé nhd va nhdan CHAY. Man hinh pha
mot mau den, r6i day chir.

“MO TOI RA” (tam dich).

Ban dang ding bén ngoai clta hang mady danh chit va vat dung van
phong Zelinsky & khu phd cua Wetbridge. Ban dang mang chiéc dén
16ng bang déng va mdét cidi dia mém. Trén mdt dat 13 pin may tro

thinh.

Toi nhan ra day la mot tro choi, hay it ra la mot game c& nho, mo phong
nhitng cudc phiéu lvu giong nhw Zork. Nguoi choi go 1énh va tro choi hinh
thanh c6t truyén bang con chit thay vi hinh dnh. T6i thir go:

>NHAT PIN
Va tro choi hoi dap bang:

Ban cui xubng va nhdt pin mdy trg thinh (cé 1& vi ban cé ly
do dé dung loai pin nay. Kha la.) Piém sb cua ban vua tdng lén

50 diém!
Pugc khich 1€, t6i cti ngwdi xuéng ban phim va tiép tuc choi.
>BUOC VAO CUA HANG

Ban budc vao cuia hang. Sal Zelinsky dang dung diy, sta mot
cdi may danh chit. Theo hudéng bdc, cé6 mdét 161 di dadn sdu vao

trong cua hang.
>PI VE HUONG BAC

Sal nhdy ra, chdn 16i di cua ban. “T6i cé6 thé giup ban

khéng?”
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>HOI SAL VE MARY

Sal liéc nhin ban va 1l4c nhe ca&i tai nghe bdng nhua gi&n trong
tai phadi cua 6ng ta. “Xin 16i chang trai tré, ta chdng nghe

thdy gil. Cau néi lai dugc khdng?”
>HOT SAL VE MARY

Ong ta 1l&c dau: “Xin 18i, ta chdng hiéu cdu néi gi. Pin may

tro thinh cua ta chdc héng mét rdi.”
>PUA PIN CHO SAL

Sal vui mung nhan ldy mén qua. (Ban cé thém 50 diém). Ong ta
cho pin vao mdy trg thinh. “A, tét hon rdéi!” Ong ta la lén.

“Cau dang néi gl nhi?”
>HOI SAL VE MARY

“Con bé & phia sau!” Ong ta néi va ra khéi 16i di. Ban nhén
ra rang Zelinsky 1la ngudi tbét mdt khi ban lam thén voi éng ta.
Ong ta chi vd cdbc 16c dé doa nhitng ai dén mua hang rdp tam trém

cip.
>PI VE HUONG BAC

Ban di vé phia sau cita hang va thdy Mary dang ngdi bén may

tinh. C6 4y dang nghe dia don tuyét cu méo cua Phil Collins: NO

»

JACKET REQUIRED, nhung tréng khéng mdy vui vé. “Troi oi”, cbé &y

néi bang quo. “Phdi chi téi cbd mdét tro choi tht vi nhi.”
>DANH MUC

Ban dang mang theo mét cidi dén 16ng bang déng va mdt cidi dia

X

mem.
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>DUA CAI PIA CHO MARY

“Cam on”, Mary néi. C6 4y cho dia mém vao may tinh rdi hoan
toan bi hut vao trd choi quid dinh. Trdn nha v& tung thanh nhiing
cht budém, thién thdn tu thién gidi bay xubng va hat nhiing bai
thanh ca. Tat cd moi ngudi cung sbdbng hanh phuc bén nhau mai

mai.
KET THUC.
Piém sb cua ban hién 1a 100/100, ban dang & mic TUYET VOI.

(Nghiém ttc ma ndéi, hady dén ctta hang sau gid hoc va mang trod

choi cua cédu theo nhé - Mary Z)

Tiéng lay rén cua cac not nhac phat ra qua dan loa ctia mdy tinh, t6i nhan
ra chung la doan nhac dao bai Jump cta Van Halen. T6i cudi 16n. RO rang
c6 thé 1ap trinh cac ban nhac ctia Van Halen trén chiéc may 64.

Co Grecco ngung bai giang, thét vao mat toi: “Billy Marvin! Em dang
lam gi & phia sau day? Ma em dau phai hoc & 16p nay!”

Toi chup 14y cai dia roi chay tot ra phia ctra. Lat sau, vao gio an trua, toi
diung mdt may tinh trong thw vién treong dé xem xét chwong trinh nay ki
hon. Du tro choi nay kha don gian nhung ma hoa no lai kha phtc tap. Mary
da 1ap trinh tro choi twong tac duwgc véi hang ta cac 1énh va yéu cau ma toi
chwa tirng thir. N6 phitc tap hon bat ci¢ chwong trinh nao trong nhitng tap
chi yéu thich cta t6i - va khong hiéu sao c0 dy lai thwe hién toan bo viéc dé
chi trong m6t ngay cudi tuan.

Khi téi quay lai tiém Zelinsky vao budi chiéu hom do, khong cé pin may
trg thinh trén dwong va téi cling chang mang cai dén long bang dong nao
cd. Nhung t6i c6 dem theo cai dia mém va Sal Zelinsky dang chd ngay bén
ctra trwde, hit thudce va doc t6 Wall Street Journal.

“C6 viec gi?”
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“Mary c6 day khong a?”

Ong ta dit 6ng diéu xudng, gap to bao lai, nhin ca ngudi toéi. “Cau da &
day tuan trudc”, ong ta nhiu may néi. “Néi nham gi d6 vé cong ty phan
meém.”

“N6 khong hé nham. Chau lam tro choi that.”

“Sao ta phai tin cau?”

Toi dwa cho ong ta cai dia. Trén bia dia ghi:

PHAO PAI CAM
Tro choi cia Will Marvin
Ban quyén © 1987 béi Cong ty Phan mém Planet Will

Zelinsky cam gdéc cai dia va lat qua 1t lai xem, giong nhw dang kiém tra
tQ tién that hay gia vay. “Day chi la cai nhan”, 6ng ta néi. “Thang hé nao
cling viét dugc tén 1én nhan.”

Toi cling mang bang in cia ma - tdm trang, cach dong don, theo kiéu ma
tran diém. Zelinsky xem so qua, chang doc gi nhiéu, vi bang ma do6i véi
ong ta di nhién khong khac gi tiéng Hy Lap. “Cau hiéu cai nay a? Cai dong
PEEK va POKEZ* nay va ca cai chang ra at giap gi nay a?”

Trong tin hoc, PEEK va POKE la nhitng 1énh dwgc dung trong mot so
ngon ngit 1ap trinh bac cao nham x 1y cac ndi dung chuyén biét.

“Kha ra.”

Ong 4y chi dai mot dong: “Céi gi day? POKE SC phdy L 1a sao vay?”

“Cai do6 dung thay doi gia tri cia SC, mau cua man hinh. Néu L 1a 0 thi
man hinh chuyén thanh mau den.”

“Con DS bang v6i PEEK JY?”

“N6 dung dé kiém tra gia tri cia tay cam dé xem huéng dang chi la
hwéng nao. Néu ta dang day lén, gia tri 1a 3. Néu dang day xudng...”

Ong ta trd to6i ban in. “Khdng soda trén ban”, dng ta néi. “Ta khong
muon bat c¥ mén nao bi v&. Va ta mudn cau vé trudc bay gid. Con bé con
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phadi lam bai tap.”

Chuong ctra trede rung 1én - may khach hang méi buwéc vao, hai nguoi
dan 6ng mac do khodc, that ca vat - va Zelinsky xoay qua niém né don tiép
ho. R0 rang toi dugc ty do tién buwdc. Toi di nhanh vao trong tiém trudc khi
Zelinsky c6 thé thay doi y dinh.

Mot ban nhac rock nhe cia nhom Hall & Oates You Make My Dreams
Come True dang phat ra tir dan loa gan trén tran nha. T6i thay Mary & cho
cli trong phong trung bay hang. Co dy hai bi chéch vé phia trwdc theo cai
ghé, hai nhan cau cdch man hinh mot khoang ngan, giéng nhu c6 ay dang
dém cac diém anh vay. Co ay dang nghe may Walkman nén khong nghe
thay tiéng chan t6i dang budc dén. Am thanh chat chda. Tdi c6 thé nghe
Phil Collins ddi ra tir tai nghe ctia c6. Trén cai ban, canh chi€c C64 la mot
lon Pepsi da m@ san.

Co0 dy thay toi va thao tai nghe.

“Cau da nhan dugc tin nhan ctia minh”, ¢6 dy ndi.

To6i gat dau: “Lam sao cau biét ta do cua t6?”

“Minh la hang x6m ctia Ashley Applewhite. Ban dy noéi biét cach tim
cau.”

T6i ngac nhién la Ashley Applewhite biét cd tén cua t6i. Co ay la dita
con gai thudc loai con 6ng chau cha. B6 c6 ay la trwedng gidm sat toan bo hé
thong treong hoc tai Wetbridge.

“Minh rat thich tro choi d6”, t6i néi véi co ay. “Bai hat cuia Van Halen
qua hgp.”

Mary nhtin vai va bado n6 chang cé gi to tat ca: “Minh nghi cau thich Van
Halen c6 dién co, khong phéai Van Halen cach tan.”

T6i khong ngd 1a c6 ay ciling chd y dén diém khac biét nay: “Pung vay.”

Co ay dang madc ao blouse den, vay den, vé den, giay cling den. Thé nay
thi sé dé nham lan c6 ay vdéi mot dita con gai sau doi hoai c6 phong cach
thoi trang thap nién 80, ké hay lang vang quanh phong my thuat @ trvong
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t0i, nhurng guwong mat ctia Mary biéu 10 ca nét cuwdi ngay ca khi co dy khong
cwoi. No6i ¢o6 ay mot tram bon muoi can ro rang la phéng dai qua dang. Co
ay trong day dan, nhung dau dén mitc béo phi. Mary xoay cai ghé lai vé
phia ban dé t6i c6 thé ngoi ké bén.

“Cau uong soda khong?”

“Khong, cam on.”

“O day c6 Pepsi, Slice, Dr Pepper va Jolt Cota. Cau thir Jolt Cota bao gi®
chwa? N6 cé lwgng caffein nhiéu gap doi Pepsi day!”

“B0 cau bao khong muon soda dinh trén ban dau!”

Mary thé dai va chuyén lon Pepsi 1én phia trén man hinh may tinh, git
thing béng cai lon trén cai dé nhé va phing cia né. “Ong ay ludn néi thé,
nhuwng minh c6 bao gio lam do nuwéc dau!”

Cai lon 1ap titc truwgt vé phia trudc trén bé mat lon tu hoi, nghiéng sang
mot bén. To6i hoi chot da, nhoai nguwdi nam 1ay né vira kip Iidc: “Co 1€ nén
dé né trén san.”

“Sao cling dugc”, c6 ay ndi. “Ta xem tro choi nay nao.”

Toi dwa cho c6 dy céi dia c6 nhan hiéu ctia Planet Will va chuan bi tinh
than khi minh sap thanh tro cwdi nhw doi véi Alf va Clark. Mary nhin cai
nhan hiéu va nd miéng cuwoi. “Cong ty Phan mém Planet Will, cai tén hay
ddy”, c6 ay noi. “Cau dang ky thwong hiéu chwa?”

“Chwa dau.” T6i tham chi con chang hiéu dé 1a gi. “Co can thiét khong
nhi?”

“T4t nhién. Minh da co dat tén cong ty minh cd nam nay. Cai tén 6n nhat
trudc gio chinh la Radical Music.”

“Ciing kha day”, t6i noi.

“Planet Will nghe hay hon! N6 nghe that manh mé€, n6 noi lén sy vui vé
va 6 ca tén cau trong do nita. Cau nén gianh 1ay no di truedc khi cé ai lay
mat cua cau.”
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Mary tai tro choi vao bd nhé roi nhan CHAY. That ngac nhién la toi
nhan thdy canh tay minh dang run 1én. Téi thuc sy béi r6i. Toi chuwa ting
chia sé tro choi cia minh véi bat cit ai biét 1ap trinh, néi chi la ai d6 du
thong minh dé thiét ké mot tro mini-game chi trong mot ngay cudi tuan.

Trén man hinh xuat hién mét hinh anh 8-bit cia mat trwdc lau dai. Ngwoi
hiing va nang cong chia ditng ¢ man hinh trung tam khi nhac nén phat ra,
roi mot tén khong 16 bat 1y cong chia vac 1én vai han va dem co 4y di.

“That tuyét!” Mary hét 1én. “Lam sao cau vé dugc nhitng thit nay?”

“Koala Pad”, t6i gidi thich. “Roi t& chinh stra thém ti nita v&i Doodle.”

Co ay rwdén minh vé phia man hinh, xem xét tat ca nhitng chi tiét ki hon:
“Troi oi, wéc gi minh c6 thé vé dugc nhuw thé nay. Trang phuc cta co ay

',)

that 16ng lay. Cau con dat chum tua rua lén chiéc mii ctia 6 ay nita kia

T6i khong tin dugc la cd ay cling chu y dén viéc d6. Dé tim hiéu vé bo
do do, toi da ton ca gio luc loi bach khoa toan thu tai thw vién, nghién ngam
chan dung cac cong chua trén khdp chau Au cho dén khi t6i tim dwoc cai
mi wng y. N6 dugce goi la hennin, trong n6é nhw cai mii ch6p nhon khong 16.

“Xem tiép di”, toi n6i vdi 6 ay. “Pay la lic moi th bat dau té di!”

Tro choi bat dau va nguwdi hung diing manh ciing bat dau nhiém vu cua
minh tai chan ndi, trong khi d6 nhitng tén linh gac khéng 16 vay quanh
chang ta. Nhiém vu cta ngudi choi 1a phai dwa anh chang dén nui, nhung
moi thit di chuyén rua bo kinh khing. Cac nhan vat ¢t nhw dang mac ket
trong vung khong trong lwc, mot ban Super Bowl dugc lién tuc 1dp lai
khong ngung.

Bong duwng t6i mudn lanh mat Mary cang xa cang tot. T6i cam thay phép
thir dén day that ngu ngoc va ngu ngdc hon khi dem chia sé. Céng ty Phan
meém Planet Will v! T6i dang nghi cai quai gi thé?

Nhuwng Mary trong chang c6 vé that vong chit nao. Néu c6 thi gi d6 ma
co ay thay hitng thu hon thi do 1a khi t6i dwa cho c6 &y mot van dé nao do
du xitng tam dé bat tay gidi quyét. Co6 ay nhan Chay/Ding va gé Danh
sach, toan bo doan ma cua toi chay dai trén man hinh. Mary nhin lwét qua
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cac dong, gat dau khi quét mat theo, khong han la doc ma la nam bat tong
thé cau tric cac doan ma vo cung chuyén nghiép, giong nhu cach thg may
lanh nghé lwgn quanh chiéc xe dua, kiém tra bé mat va 1dy vo xe ra truéc
khi ddy minh vao duwéi gam may.

Co ay khong ndi gi trong khodng mudi phit. Co dy doc di doc lai toan bo
chwong trinh, titng doan ma con, lam nham madt minh va roi hi hoay ghi
chi vao mot t¢ gidy. Co ay chang hoi to6i cau nao cd, that ra cé dy cling
khong can héi. Boi khi c6 dy chi nhe nhang thot 1én “hirm” roi toi sé nhoai
nguwoi xem co dy dang “hirm” vé cdi gi, nhung cd ay ci tiép tuc cai vong
lap ay. Toi chang biét lam gi ngoai viéc ngoi va doi.

B0 loa trén tran nha lién tuc phét ra nhitng ban nhac ctiia nhém Hall &
Oates dén Glenn Medeiros r6i Howard Jones, tiép theo la quang cao giita
gio nghi giai lao trén lan song 103,5 WLOYV, “Chuong trinh phat thanh
Nhirng tinh khtic dugc yéu thich nhat thdp nién 80”. D6 la kénh ma me t6i
thich nhat; t6i, Alf va Clark vi n6 la “Chuong trinh phat thanh muwdi bai dé
t€”. Bruce Hornsby bat dau rén ri ban The Way It Is, Mary nga lung 1én ghé.

“Xin 16i cau vé may bai hat”, c6 dy noéi. “B6 minh ci*¥ ndang ndc mudn
nghe.”

T6i nhan ra day la y dinh rat lich sy dé 1ai cudc no6i chuyén khoi tro choi:
“Minh da bao n6 té 1am ma.”

“Minh biét cdu chang dua dau.” Co ay khéi dong lai tro choi va dwa
nguwoi hung di qua man hinh, miéng lam bam khi kéo anh chang vé phia
tredc. “Cau c6 thé tra tdn tu nhan bang tro choi nay dugc day. Tréi ho vao
chiéc may va bat ho choi hang gio lién. Minh thay 1ap bang tinh con thu vi
hon.”

T6i cudi guwong gao, nhung tiéng cwoi phat ra nhu téi dang than théd vay.
To6i biét tro choi nay that té. N6 gan nhw khong thé choi duwgc. Qua nan!
Nhung mdc cho nhitng thiéu sét, tro choi té hai, chan nan va khéng choi
dwgc kia van la tro dinh nhat ma t6i tirng tao ra.

“Cau muon biét phan té nhat la gi khong?” Mary hai.
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Khong thé tin dwgc. Con 16i nita a? Co6 ca phan té nhat nita a?

“Phan té nhat chinh la doan ma cta cau qua hoan hao. Khong c6 bat ci
lénh dv thira nao. Moi dong 1énh déu duwgc dong lai. Va cai cach ma cau
dung cac hinh dnh dong dé tang phan sinh dong cho dam linh. N6 that tuyét
vOi. Minh rat thich.”

Day roi. Sau muwdi bon nam da bong khong vao cau mén, ném bong trugt
rd6 va chang lam dwgc tro trong gi, sau muwoi bon nam cua nhitng thang
diém té hai, hat thi i e vit duwc, chon lwa trang phuc liét vao tham hoa, sau
ngan dy thoi gian van la t6i, toi khong quen nghe nhitng 10i khen. Mt t6i
dé bung. Toi khong kim lai dwgce. T6i muon déng bang thdi gian va quay
nguoc lai dang khoanh khac ma c6 ay néi ra nhitng diéu nay:

Hodan hao.

That tuyét voi.

Minh rdt thich.

“Van dé duy nhat cua cau la toc do”, co dy ndi tiép. “Cau phai viét lai tro
nay theo ngon ngitr may.”

T6i bat cwoi. Chac c6 dy dang dua nhi? Ngon nglt may (Machine
language - ML) la ngon ngit ty nhién ciia may tinh - nhanh hon ma BASIC
hang tram lan, nhanh dén mic cac lap trinh vién thuong tao ra do tré vao
trong tro choi nham tranh cho hanh déng khoi lap lai qua nhanh. Nhung ma
ML nay rat ndi tiéng la khé nam bat. To6i da hoc cau lIénh trong sach va tap
chi, nhung ct phap lai qua kho hiéu, quéa phitc tap. Ma BASIC dung nhitng
tir tifng Anh nhw PRINT va NEXT, nhung ngon nglt may dung nhitng tu
viét tat roi ram nhu: ADC, CLC, SBC, TSX. S6 duwgc nhap theo hé thap luc
phan nén so6 11 sé nhin nhw la 0B va 144 sé la 90. Chang c6 gi la tryc giac
hay tw nhién vé ngon ngir may tinh cd, n6é yéu cau nguoi diung suy nghi va
giao tiép nhu mot chiéc may.

“Cau biét dung ML ch&?” Toi hoi Mary.

Co dy nhin vai: “Minh luén muén hoc né.”
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“Han chét la th¢ Sau tuadn sau”, t6i nhac c6 dy. “Minh khéng thé hoc ML
trong muoi hai ngay dugc.”

Mary chay lwét chwong trinh 1an nita, dé cho cac hang xép thanh tang lén
nhau cho dén khi c6 dy dén vong lap von tao cit dong cho bon linh canh
khong 16. Roi c6 ay go vao man hinh bang but chi: “Day la phan rua bo
nhat cia chuwong trinh. Nam mwoi dong ma cau thiét 1ap dé bon linh di
chuyén. Néu nhv cau viét phan nay bang ML thi sao nhi? Khong phai toan
bd tro choi ma chi phan cén con nay théi.”

To6i chang biét c6 ay lay dau ra ty tin nhv thé. Giong nhu 1a dang noi:
“Chung ta chang can hoc toan b tiéng Quan thoai. Ching ta chi can hoc du
dé dich bai Dién van Gettysburg th6i.” Mary c6 vé tin rang moi thi déu cé
thé néu nhw chiing t6i san sang muon tht.

“Cau dién mat r6i”, toi néi véi co dy. “Minh khong gioi thé dau.”

“Minh sé gitup cau”, co ay noi. “Chuing ta cé thé lam sau gid hoc. Va khi
cau thang duwgc cai PS/2...”

To6i cwdi: “Minh chac khong 1dy dugc cai PS/2 dau.”

“Khi cau thang duwgc cai PS/2”, c6 dy lap lai, “cau sé cho minh chiéc
may 64 cili cia cadu. BDé minh cé mot cai mdy tinh riéng tai nha. Cau thay
thé nao?”

Co ay dua tay ra dé thoa thuan véi t6i. Moi mong tay ctia Mary dugc son
khac mau v6i nhitng con s6 0 va 1 - mot cau vong cua hé nhi phan trén tay
c6 ay 01111101010. Chung t6i bat tay dong y théa thuan va mot ci cham
dién danh vao gitta ching toi.

“Muoi hai ngay khong nhiéu nhan gi dau”, toi noi.

“Minh c6 mot cudn sach rat tuyét, ching ta cé thé st dung nd.” Co ay
nhdy 1én, chép 1ay mot tap sach cd cuc gach ttr gia sach va chia cho t6i xem
cai bia: Hoc ngén ngitr mdy trong 30 ngay.

“Ba muoi ngay?” Toi hoi.

“Poc cudn nay phai nhanh nhv dién ay”, c6 dy dan do.
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[==)

800 REM *** DRAW GUARD 1 SPRITE ***
810 POKE 52,48:POKE 56,48

820 FOR GU=0 TO 62:READ G

830 POKE 12352+GU,G

840 NEXT GU

850 POKE 2040,192:POKE V+21,1

860 POKE V+39,1

870 POKE V+0,180

880 POKE V+1,120

890 RETURN

Im

Zelinsky da t6i ra khoi tiém ngay lic bay gio dung dé Mary lam bai tap.
Alf va Clark dang dogi ngoai ctra tiém, ngoi trén chi€c xe dap do day cua
bon né va tong mdy miéng pizza trén dia gidy dinh day md.

“Cudi cung ciing ra r6i!” Clark hét 1én.

“May c6 ma chwa?” Alf hoi.

T6i hoan toan quén nhiém vu ctia minh: “Chwa. Tao ndi la tao can thoi
gian roi ma.”

Clark nhac lai rang t6i da chay u dén ctra tiém sau khi tan treong va &
trong dé sudt bon gio dong ho: “Tui may lam cai qudi gi trong dé vay ha?”

“May thtt linh tinh vé may tinh.”

Alf tré moi, hét nhw y nghi t6i lam chuyén ngudi 16n trong dé6 dang mon
men vao dau 6c ctia n6: “May c6 cho con bé dé xem cai can diéu khién cta
may khong?”
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“Khong...”

“May lay dwgc phan mém cta né chwa?”

T6i c6 gidi thich, nhung Alf xen vao may 10i béng gio, n6 n6i khong
ng6t mom cho dén khi moi thit bay bién di dau mat. Nam phuit trudc, toi da
phan nao hiéu duwgc hé thap luc phan, nhung gid toi thay nhitng kién thirc
dé trdi tudt di, giong nhw sy ton tai cua thang Alf lam t6i ngu ngo di vay.

“May c6 thdy cai Q-Bert* ctia con bé dé chwa?” Alf héi.

Nhai theo tén cia mot tro choi ¢6 nhan vat chinh Q-Bert von la anh
chang c6 16ng mau cam, doi mat khong 16 va c6 mdt cai voi tredc mat thay
vi la miii va miéng.

Clark tham gia vao tro choc khudy nay: “N6 c6 vu6t cai Zaxxon* cua
may chwa?”

Zaxxon la tén m6t hanh tinh an chita vo van cam bay chét nguoi trong
tro choi Zaxxon Escape.

“Nghe c trai khody thé nao ay”, tdi ndi véi ching. “Tui may dang thay
cac bo phan co thé bang may tro choi arcade dy a.”

Bon né chd quan tam. Bon né cuoi nhv dién, loang choang hai bén
dwong nhw may ga say. Xung quanh bon t6i, nhitng hanh khach di ttir phia
nha ga tranh khoi va vao bon t6i. Alf nam cot dén dé khoi nga, cudi cung,
toi cling cwdi ngat nghéo v6i bon ching. To6i chang nhin cwdi noi. Hai dita
no lay cho toi ma.

“Tao khong mudn khodac lac dau”, t6i ké vGi bon nd, “nhuwng tao c6 dwa
vai byte vao bo nh@ cua con bé do.”

Alf ngirng cuoi: “Cai gi?”

“Tao khong hiéu”, Clark noi.

“DPé la tro dua theo 16i ngébn nglt may”, t6i gidi thich. “Bo nhé 1a noi ma
nguoi ta lvu trt div liu...”

“Thoéi bo di”, Alf néi. Bat thinh linh né tr@ lai 1a con ngwoi ctia cong
viéc. “Chung ta gdp rac roi trong Ké hoach Vanna.”
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Chung t6i di vé phia tay trén dwong Main, qua cong ty du lich va ctra
hang xe dap, r6i ching t6i dén diém dich: Ngon Everest ctia Tuwéng quan
Tso. Cai tén trén bién hiéu nghe cé vé quy phai, nhung bén trong la mot
nha hang Trung Hoa binh dan v&i thdam do, dia mi nhdp nhap va gidy xép
tao hinh muwoi hai con giap cua nguoi Hoa.

Ching t6i c6 thé thdy 6ng Tso qua ctta s6, mdc by tuxedo den thuwong
ngdy, dwa thuc khach dén ban. Ong ay 1a chu tiém, kiém phuc vu ban va ca
tredng bép ciia nha hang. Ong ay 1am viéc ba trdm sau muoi 1im ngdy mdi
nam khong hé ngoi tay. Vai nam sau toi biét dwgc tén that cta ong la
Hiraku, 6ng dwgc sinh ra & Oregon, ca 6ng lan ba vg déu la nguoi Nhat.

Alf va Clark dan ca bon qua ranh hep ngan cach nha hang Twéng quan
Tso vGi ctta hang xe dap ké bén. Phia sau can nha chang c6 gi nhiéu - chi
c6 vai noi do xe cho ngwoi lam, mét con dwong vao tu hep, tiép theo la khu
do xe cho nguwoi di lam rong hon nhiéu, mot bién xe Buick va Oldsmobile.
Bon to6i 1én vao sau mot chiéc Grand Marquis r6i xem xét dang sau nha
hang Twdng quan Tso.

Tai san nén toa nha la mét thung rac 16n bang kim loai va ctta sau dung
dé nhan hang. Trén tang thit hai la hai ctra s6 da kéo rém va mot thang thoat
hiém hoen gi & giita hai ctta s6. Mat trgi dang lan, nhung van con téa rang
anh sang du dé nhin ré moi thi.

“T6i qua, tao va Clark tap thi chay 1én thang thoat hiém nay ddy”, Alf
tho 16. “Bon tao mu6n nhin toan canh khu nay. Xem phan mai. Hay cé thé
nhin cdi ctta sdp gan hon. Xem xem phdi dem nhitng dung cu gi theo.”

“Chi 1a bon tao khong bao gid ngd dén”, Clark giai thich. “Bon tao budc
dwgc nam buwdc 1én cai thang roi Schwarzenegger lu 1t xuat hién.”

“Arnold Schwarzenegger?” Toi hoi. “Ké huy diet?”

Alf nhét cdp 6ng nhom vao tay t6i. “Cira s6 tang hai”, n6 noi. “Xem di.”

T6i dwa cap kinh 1én mat réi xem xét ca toa nha, nhung tat ca nhitng gi
toi thay la nhitng man treéng do théu rong vang.

“Tao chang thay gi ca.”
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“Ctra s0 bén kia”, Clark gidi thich. “Ctra s6 bén trai dy.”

T6i nhich 6ng nhom sang mot bén. Citra s6 bén trai cling gan man dé théu
rong vang, nhung ngoi gitta ctra s6 1a mét con ché nhé 16m dom trang den
c6 bo 16ng xu va cai miéng hé dit ton. N6 dang lwom t6i, giong nhw ca hai
dang nhin nhau trie dién vay. Du la da cach xa bay muoi mét nhung co 1é
n6 van xem t6i nhw mot moi de doa.

“Po la Arnold Schwarzenegger a?” T6i hoi bon no.

“Cuc cung cua Twdng quan Tso”, Alf gidi thich. “No6 la giong Shit Zoo.
Ttrc 1a sw t&r con trong tiéng Hoa.”

Con su ti¥ con ay sta canh bado, mdt trang tiéng sua chdi tai. Nghe tiéng
chang giong con ché may ma nhu cai may bao khoi vay. Tiéng sta that 6m
toi, n6 xuyén qua hai tdng nha, qua ca bai do xe, vang dén hwéng bon toi to
va ro mon mot. Schwarzenegger cit sua cho dén khi t6i ha 6ng nhom.

“T6i qua bon tao dang leo thang”, Clark giai thich. “Hoan toan rén rén.
Cuc ky gitt im lang. Bon tao khong gay mot tiéng dong nao. Nhung ngay
khi bon tao dén ctta s6 do, con cho6 xuat hién. Sta am ca lén.”

“Con cho6 canh dia nguc ay”, Alf noi.

T6i xem qua 6ng nhom lan nita. Schwarzenegger dang ditng trén chiéc
giwvong ké goi nho, gam lén va chay quanh day vé hoang mang. Giéng nhw
n6 nhd ra Alf va Clark tir t6i hom trude.

Bon t6i ddo quanh toa nha, xem xét ca toa cong trinh, tim cach khac dé
lén dwoc trén néc. Khong c6 cho thoat hiém hay thang leo nao khac trén
ctra hang xe dap hay bén cong ty du lich, 16i duy nhat dé tham nhdap tiém
Zelinsky la 16i ma Tyler da chi cho bon t6i. Sau khi xem xét tda nha tir moi
goc c6 thé, Clark 14y trong tdi ra mot cay bt chi va vé vao ban dé khu mua
sam. N6 khuyu g6i bén duwong di va vé con chd trén ctra s6 tang hai ctia nha
hang Twéng quan Tso:
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“Tao tinh chi con m6t nwdc cudi cung”, Clark noi.

“Bat coc con chd?” Alf noi.

“Khong”, t6i n6i vdi no. “Khong bat coc bat kiéc gi hét.”

Clark gat dau: “Chung ta phdi lam con ché phan tdam. Khién cho né cha y

dén cai gi khac.”

“Chinh xac”, toi ndi. “Vay tui minh phai lam sao?”

“DPé bon nay lo”, né néi. “May ctt lo vui dua véi phan mém cta Mary di,

dé bon nay lo hét phan con lai.”
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900 REM *** CONTROL HERO ***

910 JS=PEEK(56321) AND 15
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Im

=)

Sang hom sau, t6i dap xe sudt ba dam dwong dén khu mua sam gan nhat
c6 mot ctra hiéu ban sach B. Dalton va mua mét quyén Hoc ngbén ngir mdy
trong 30 ngay dé c6 thé nghién citu n6 trong 16p hoc. Vi dén muoi mot gio
m&i phai dén treong nén to6i ghé van phong dé lam gidy dén tré. Qua nhiéu

ndm, t6i da trd nén lao luyén trong viéc gia chit ky ctia me trén to gidy xin
phép. Thu ky nha trudng cha bao gio théem nhin chiing, ba dy chi xem tén

toi trong danh sach vang mat va tong khit t6i di ngay.

Nhwng hém 4y, cé diéu gi dé khac la.

“Xin 16i c6, em dén tré”, t6i noi, day to gidy qua khe ctra. “Bi kham bénh

»

Nt thu ky nhwdng nhiu may: “bBgi da.”
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Ba roi khoi ghé, go civa phong hiéu trudng roi di vao trong. Lat sau, ba
ay trd lai: “Thay Hibble mu6n gap em.”

“Em chi di kham bénh thoi”, toi lap lai.

Ba ay gat dau: “Em vao trong di.”

To6i chwa gap thay Hibble ké tir dau nam hoc, khi me t6i 16i t6i vao van
phong dé phéan déi lich hoc cua t6i. T6i thdy 6ng ngbi sau ban lam viéc, doc
t0 don cua t6i v6i vé mat cuoi rat dang sg. Thay nhé con, chwa duwgc mot
mét sdu, may dita ban hoc cta t6i goi 6ng bang biét danh “Cong twdc” vi
ong mang giay cao boi don cao va n6i giong miii mién Nam. Trén cac birc
twong trong phong treo day chitng chi va tdm hinh dong khung chup 6ng
ding canh Kenny Rogers.

“Pirng ding d6”, ong dy goi. “Dén day ngoi di, Billy. Ching ta dogi em
1au r6i.”

T6i bwdc vao phong. Ngoi doi dién thay Hibble la me t6i. Mat ba sung
htip, ba dang chim khin gidy lau nwéc mét. O gifta ban caa thay Hibble 1a
tii gidy nau cé tén toi nhau nat bén mép. Ngay lap tic to6i nhan thay c6 gi
khong 6n: trong ltc voi vang roi khdi nha dé dén khu mua sam, t6i da
khong mang theo do an trua.

Chi con duy nhét chiéc ghé trong trong van phong dat bén canh me toi.
T6i ng6i xudng ma khéng dam nhin ba. Thay Hibble deo kinh va doc to tw
gidy xin phép cua t6i: “Xin thay th 16i cho sy cham tré cda Billy. Chau c6
cudc hen vai bac si dé kiém tra tinh trang dang bi suy nhuwgc.” Roi ong stra
lai ghé ngoi va gat gu: “To don that an twgng day Billy. Ngon tir rat dao to
bua lon.”

T6i chang ndi gi ca. Toi da hoc dwge mot diéu 1a chang c6 cau tra 16i nao
lam vira y mot ngudi 16n dang néng may. Thit gi minh noéi trong lic ay chi
cang khién ho s6i mau hon nén cau tré 16i tot nhat la khong noi 16i nao ca.

“L6p hoc bat dau twr ba tiéng tridc roi”, thay Hibble néi. “Em da ¢ dau?”

“O khu mua sim.”

Thay gat dau nhu thé ddy 1a diéu rat hop 1.
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“Tai sao em lai @ khu mua sam? Diéu gi quan trong dén mic em phai
tron hoc dé dén do?”

“Chang c6 gi a.”

T6i khong dam dé cap cudn sach day ngon ngir mday, nhat la sau dao me
twdc doat dac quyeén st dung may tinh cta toi.

“Chang c6 gi u?”

“Em chi di long vong xem vai thi thoi a.”

Thay lai gat dau, giong nhw day dung la cau trad 16i ma 6ng mong doi.
Nguoi me dang thwong cua t6i thd dai ngao ngan. Toi cdm thay that toi té,
t0i biét me con cam thay té hon ca tram lan.

“Diém trung binh ctia em la 0,8. Mot con D+. Em di hoc muén muwoi
chin Ian trong nam nay ré6i. Cac giao vién bdo em rat chan hoc, khong c6
hitng thu hoc hanh gi cd. Em khong thich hoc. Em khong thich cac hoat
dong tai treong... Diéu do6 6n thoi, Billy.”

T6i ngwdc 1én, khong khéi ngac nhién. On théi w?

“Treong hoc khong danh cho moi ngwoi. Khong phai ai cling cé thé
buwéc vao Rutgers hay Penn State hay tham chi la truong cao dang cong
dong. D6 la diéu thay c6 gang giai thich cho me em vao mua thu nam
ngodi, khi em héi vé 16p hoc danh cho cac ban hoc sinh xuat sac. R0 rang la
em khong san sang cho diéu dé. Ciing khong sao ca.”

“Khong 6n chit nao”, me noéi. “Néu chau n6é cham hon, néu chau noé lao
dau vao hoc hanh hon...”

Thay Hibble lac dau: “Chi cé thé day mot con voi nhay tapdance, nhung
chi s& ching thich budi dién dy va con voi ciing thé.” Ong duong nhv dung
ngan ngilt tir thoi nao dy, nhung me t6i nhin cham cham khong khéi boi roi.

“T6i thay khé hiéu qua”, ba néi. “Y thay la sao? C6 phai Billy 1a con voi
khong?”

“Pay la nhitng bai kiém tra danh gia hoc Iwc cta chau”, thay Hibble noi,
day bang diém ctia t6i qua bén kia ban. “Moi dita tré & New Jersey déu lam
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bai danh gia nay. Tdam mwoi ba phan tram hoc sinh 16p chin dat diém s6 cao
hon Billy trong ky thi nay. Ciling 6n thoi. Ching ta & day khong phai dé
khién trach Billy vi sy kém tri & chau.”

Me t6i tran mat nhin bang diém nhuw thé né duwgc viét bang thit chit nuwéc
ngoai, nhw thé ba khong hiéu chuyén gi dang xay ra. Toi ludn ghét cay ghét
dang nhitng bai danh gia kiéu nay, vd&i nhitng cau héi ndo ngan cung vai 16i
khoanh dap an v@ van cua ho. Sau cé tiéng dong ho boi bt chi 1én nhitng 6
tron nho dy, t6i cam thay san sang co gio nhdy ra khoi ctra so, bai danh gia
ay kéo dai ba ngay troi.

Me day bang diém lai: “Vay gio sao day thay?”

“Piéu do phu thudc vao Billy.” Thay Hibble quay sang phia t6i. “Em sé
tot nghiép sau ba nam nita. Em mudn lam gi sau khi hoc xong?”

T6i nhin vai va nhin sang thay, cau cho moi thit sé két thic sém. T6i
chdang dam noi vé Cong ty Phan mém Planet Will hay ké hoach tr¢ thanh
mot lap trinh vién thanh cong nhuw Fletcher Mulligan cua Digital Artists.
Toi biét sé bi thay Hibble cwdi cho théi miii.

“Tra 10i di, Billy.”

“Con khong biét”, t6i noi.

“Chau n6 méi muwoi bon tuodi dau”, me toi do 1oi.

“Chau n6 can mot muc tiéu phan dau”, thay Hibble néi. “Lam viéc ma
khong c6 muc tiéu giong nhw mot banh xe 1an mai. Chi hoai phi sttc thoi.”

T6i c6 nghi ra mot cau trd 16i vé van nao do lam thoa man thay Hibble
va nhanh chéng rai khéi cho nay.

“Chung ta sé khong roi khéi day cho dén khi chiing ta tim duwgc mét dich
dén nao d6”, thay dy néi. “Em c6 nghi dén chuyén nhap ngii chwa?”

To6i lac dau. Toi da xem nhiéu bd phim du dé tin rang moi tredng quan
s day ray nhitng ga giong thay Hibble day, quan doi sé la nam thang doi
nguwoi lao vao nhitng cudc doi dau cang thang hét nhw lan nay. “Khong
quan ngli dau a.”
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“Thé con Food World?” Thay Hibble hoi. “Em c¢6 muon lam chung véi
me em & quay thu ngan khong?”

“Billy sé khong lam nghé d6”, me ndi.

“Chau n6 phai lam gi d6”, thay Hibble noi, 1én giong ké ca. “Chau dang
trugt dai & 16p chin, va diang theo quy dinh thi 1€ ra t6i phai giit chau lai,
bat chau phai hoc & 16p nay. Néu chi mudn t6i bé qua quy dinh va dé cho
chéu 1én 16p thi t6i can phai biét nguyén vong cta chau. Chau né dinh thé
nao?”

Canh huodng xau hon téi twéng twong. Toi khong bao gio nghi dén kha
nang lwu ban 16p chin. Chwa mot ai phai ¢ lai 16p ¢ trwong Trung hoc
Wetbridge, ngay cd Greg Kuba, n6 dén trwong déi mii don bong va gan
hinh thoi dudi cap quan jean Wrangler ctia n6. Noi sg nay ép toi phdi noi ra
sy that.

“Em sé lam ra tro choi dién t¢”, toi no6i. “Em sé€ thanh 1ap cong ty riéng
va em sé chi thué nhitng nguoi gioi giang hodc it ra la di lam cho ai do gioi
nhuv Fletcher Mulligan tai Digital Artists. Ong dy & California, em s&
chuyén dén dé dé lam viéc.”

Thay Hibble cuwdi ngoac ca mom trudc ca khi téi néi xong. Ci¢ nhu 1a toi
néi t6i muon trd thanh phi hanh gia hay téng thong M¥ vay: “Lap trinh tro
choi? Em dua a?”

“Chéu n6 nghiém tic day a”, me noi.

“Em r6t mon Toan day Billy! Rét mén Dy bi tich phan, ca Pai s6 nita.
Em rét cd mon Lap trinh C! Nhitng m6n lap trinh co ban! Biéu do hinh tron
va truc s6!” T6i cam thay mat t6i cang lic cang dé. Toi biét 1é ra minh
ditng m& miéng noi ra, vi thay Hibble rd rang dang cwong diéu van de:
“Hay suy nghi lai, Billy. Em nghi treong nao day 1ap trinh cho mot diva hoc
sinh c6 két qua hoc tap kém nhuw em?”

Thay néi dang, chac chan dung. T6i biét chang tredng nao muodn nhan
toi, nhung thé thi sao, vi toi cling dau c6 can ho: “Em sé ty hoc.”
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Thay Hibble nhoai ngwoi dén ban va lén giong lan nita, giong nhw ong
qua tuyét vong khi khong thé lam cho t6i v& 1é: “Moi chuyén khong don
gian nhw thé. Em nghi bac si phau thuat ndo ty hoc a? Hay luat sw cling
thé?” Ong 4y chi vé phia chiéc mdy tinh TRS-80 trong nhw cai hop trén
ban. “Thay da dung cai may d6 ba nam troi va thay van khong thé phat 1énh
cho né in dwgc. Thay da hoc & truong Brown, hiéu khong? Ngoi truvdong
tuyét nhat trong nhom céac truong dai hoc thude Lién doan Ivy! Cé nhitng
th ty hoc chang di dén dau ca.”

Toi biét hiéu chinh loai may TRS-80 rat kho, t6i da doc rat nhiéu vé
ching trong cac tap chi yéu thich ma doc gia hay giem pha may moc nhu la
“Rac-80”. Giai phap cho van dé ctua thay Hibble la lién két cac thiét bi
ngoai vi - don gian la két n6i mdy in véi may tinh qua 6 dia doc 1ap. Diéu
nay khong qua kho hay phtic tap nhw nguoi ta nghi. Nhung toi sé khong hé
rang noi véi thay Hibble bi mat nay.

“Hay Billy c6 thé thtt mot 16p 1ap trinh”, me néi. “Néu chuing ta khuyén
khich s@ thich nay caa chau...”

Thay Hibble lai lac dau: “Mday méc thi han ché, s6 lwgng dang ky hoc
cling han ché. T6i muén gilt nhitng chiéc ghé ay cho hoc sinh xuat sac va
gioi giang nhat cua chung t6i. Khong phai nhitng em rét 16p chin. Khong
phai nhitng em trén hoc di mua sam.”

Chung t6i c¥ vong vo tam qudc madi, trong mot cudc chuyén tro dong dai
dén hang gid. Mbi khi t6i mé& miéng néi, t6i thdy minh sai. O’ quang nao do,
me t0i bat dau rung rung khéc. Me da thitc ca dém, ban hang dén mat ngu
va cudc tranh ludn nay da qua gio ngu cua ba. Ngay ca t6i cling thay dudi
lam, t6i chi mGi tinh gidc vai gio. To6i bat dau dong y véi moi diéu thay
Hibble néi. T6i chi muén roi di. Cudi cung, 6ng ay cling néi: “Thay nghi
thay c6 mot gidi phap”, t6i gan nhu muon thot ra cau tréd 16i: Em dong y, gi
ciing dugc, mién la duoc ra khoi day.

Thay Hibble 1ay ra hai t& buém tir trong ban va dwa cho me con t6i moi
ngudi mot to. Tiéu dé hita hen NGHE NGHIEP THUOQOC LINH VUC
SANG CHE CONG NGHE PAY THU VI. “Cé mot khéa hoc viéc mua he
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tai nha may Cosmex ¢ duong s6 9. Khong phai dong tién - nhung em phai
lam tinh nguyén - t6i mudn ca hai me con xem day la mét sw khdi dau. Néu
em dén dung gio, lam viéc cham chi va gay an twgng tot voi diung ngudi thi
em c6 thé c6 mot cong viéc 6n dinh chd dgi minh ngay sau khi tét nghiép.
Ho tra cho ngudi lam toan thdi gian bay do ruGi moi gio.”

Me t6i 1at t& buwdm, tim cai gi d6 con thiéu: “Nha may san xuat my pham
a?”

“V&i may moéc thude loai tot nhat thé gigi”, thay Hibble noéi. “Quan ly
day chuyén san xuat la anh ré t6i. To6i cling tham quan nha may vai lan roi.
Ho c6 thé san xuat mwoi ngan théi son trong mot gio. Chi co tuwdng twong
duwgc khong?”

Trén t0 buwdm la tam hinh nhitng ngwdi dan 6ng va phu nit mang lwgi boc
toc ditng ké bén day chuyeén, cuwdi vui vé trong khi gan may tam gwong bé
teo vao hop nhua cén con. Chwong trinh nay kéo dai tdm tuan, moi tuan
bon muoi gio. Cudi chwong trinh, t6i sé dwgc nhan gidy Chitng nhan. “Cai
nay sé rat hitu ich cho ho so xin viéc”, thay Hibbe néi thém.

“T6i chua titng nghe vé Cosmex”, me noi.

“Ho lam nhitng loai san pham chat lwgng cao véi gia ca hgp ly. Giong
nhuw L’Oréal hay Maybelline nhung chi bang nira gia thoi. Billy sé rat thich
hop thé vao chd mudi phan trim nhan cong cit giam.” Ong dy nhdy mét
v&i me toi, ba lai 4n tay hai bén dau, giong nhw ba dang c6 gang can bang
suy nghi.

Thé roi day la nhitng lwa chon cua t6i: hoc lai 16p chin hay di thuc tap va
duwgc 1én 16p muoi. Toi biét qua nhitng giot nwdc mat ctia me thi rd rang
hoc lai 16p chin khong phai 1a m6t Iwa chon. T6i nhan 1y cay buit ma vang
tir tay thay Hibble va dién vao t& don thuyc tap, dong y c6 mat vao ngay 28
thang 6 dé tham gia cong viéc tinh nguyén mua he, va me t6i ciing ky vao.

Thay Hibble cham cham theo d&i tay me con t6i ky vao to gidy. “Hai
nguwoi dang chon lya ding dan ddy”, 6ng ta ndi. “Nén gio thay gidm hinh
phat ctia em xudng con mét ngay dinh chi hoc.”
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“Hinh phat vi diéu gi vay thay?” Me t6i hoi.

“Tw y nghi hoc”, thay Hibble ndi, r6i chi vao phan com trwa bo trong
chiéc tdi nau cua t6i. “Nhé khong?”

Me t6i no6i rat cham rai: “Thay giti chau n6 vé nha nhw mét hinh phat vi
cup hoc a?”

“Phai chiu trach nhiém cho moi hanh dong!” Thay Hibble néi. “Khong
danh kem thi lam sao néi bot, thwa ba Merin, ba c6 thay dich dang khong?”

Chtng t6i roi treong va lai xe vé nha trong thinh lang. Trong lic budc
1én bac ctra trdc, me vap va suyt nga. “Me phdi di chgp mat day”, ba thi
tham. “Me phai day di lam trong ba tiéng nita.”

Me 1é budc vao phong ngu ro6i déong cita lai. Toi mirng vi khong phai
nhan hinh phat ng6i chéo chan tir me. T6i c6 thé danh budi chiéu doc cudn
Hoc ngén ngir mdy trong 30 ngay. Nhung r6i ctta phong me m@ ra va ba
xuat hién, tay cam hop sac du phong cho chi€c may 64 cua t6i.

“Con biét dung cai may nay that a?” Ba héi. “Con hita la sé khong choi
Pac-Man chu?”

“Con hira”, t6i n6i. “Con thé v4i Chaa.”

Me dwa cai hop cho toi: “Vay con lam di.”
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Im

Mary béo vdi t6i rang co ay bat dau cong viéc ngay sau gid hoc nén t6i

gia. Toi vao tiém, tiéng chi€c chuéng nhé rung bao hiéu t6i da dén.

dap xe dén ctra tiém lic ba gio. T6i khong mudn minh té ra qua hao hing,
nhung han chét dang dudi dang mong va moi pht troi qua déu vo cung quy

Zelinsky nguéc nhin ti¥ ban 1am viéc. Ong dang ban thdo mot cai may

“Con bé khong c6 & day”, ong ay noi.

danh chi tir thoi tdm hoanh nao do, ban tay va canh tay bam day myc den.

To6i roi ca 1én, khong biét phai ndéi gi. Toi khéng bao gio nghi Mary sé

cho t6i leo cdy, 161 maoi ctia 6 dy lic nao nghe ciling hoan toan chan thanh.

“Con bé ¢ tiem Crenshaw”, Zelinsky néi. Tiém Crenshaw la tiém thudc

tay bén kia duong, ké bén nha ga. “N6 vé ngay day.”

“Da”, t0i noi.
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Toi doi Zelinsky goi y toi nén lam gi. Nhung ong chi chui mii vao cong
viéc. Ong thoc céi tua vit vao hoc mé cia may danh chi réi vin nguoc lai,
kéo cang lic cang manh dén khi c6 gi d6 bi gay va mot manh nhya nho xiu
vang vao twong. Mot manh vang vao tran toi, ngay trén mi mat. Con dau
nhoi déi dén, giong nhw vét ong chich. T6i khéng mudn thét 1én nhung
khong kim duogc.

“Can than!” Zelinsky bting tay, gio tay xua t6i tranh di. “Di cho khac
diéng. Nhoc ditng gan qua.”

T6i xem nhw day 1a 10i moi & lai cho dén khi Mary trd vé. Toi budc dén
tredc ké bao, doc cac dong tiéu dé trén mdy td bao va tap chi. Bernard
Goetz dang bi xét xt* vu ban bon thanh thiéu nién trén tau dién ngam. Gary
Hart rit khoi chién dich tranh ct téng thong sau khi thi nhan qua lai vdi
Donna Rice. Ngay cang c6 nhiéu nguwdi chét vi nhiém virus AIDS bi hiém.
Toi cha biét chi tiét dang sau nhitng chuyén nay. Loai tap chi duy nhat ma
toi doc la vé ma may tinh.

Canh may dém tién la hai chiéc hop thay tinh - mot cai day bao thudc 14,
cai kia day nhitng bat Itta kiéu c6 va tan thoi. C6 day da nhan hiéu va mau
sac khac nhau - Zippo, Dunlap, Penguin va Scripto - va rat nhiéu bat Itra
duwgc dinh cac biéu twgng va huy hiéu quan doi. Toéi khong thé tin dugc la
c6 nhitng cai dugc ban véi gia ba tram hay bon tram do. To6i dén gan ctra dé
nhin ro hon, nhung n6 khong ma ra.

“Khong duwgc dong vao”, Zelinsky ndi. “Khong mua thi dung c6 dung
vao.”

“Chau xin 16i”, t6i noi.

“Cau khong phai xin 16i xin liéc gi hét.”

“Chau xin 16i”, t6i lai néi.

T6i nhét tay vao tdi quan roi ditng yén nhw phong. T6i nghi néu minh
ding nhuw thé thi chac sé khong gay phién ha gi cho 6ng ay. Nhung
Zelinsky roi mat khoi mdy danh chi, n6éi doa 1én: “Cau lam on ditng ding
cho do6 duwgc khong? Cau dang chan 16i di day!”
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T6i chang biét phai di dau. T6i khong thé ding canh Zelinsky. Ciing
khong thé ditng ké bén ctra ra vao.

“Chau doi bén ngoai nhé?”

Zelinsky gat dau: “Cé 1é dé la cach t6t nhat.”

T6i quay qua ctra ngay khi Mary tré vé, mang cai tii gidy mau nau tw
nha thuoc.

“Nay”, c6 ay noi, “cau dinh di dau thé?”

“Khong”, toi noi, xoay lai lan nita. “Minh chi dang chd cau thoi.”

“Pugc ddy. Vay ta bat dau thoi.”

Co dy dwa cai tii cho Zelinsky va dan t6i di xuyén qua ctta hang. Co dy
buwdc that nhanh nhw thé mudn bat dau ngay vay. Nhom Hall & Oates dang
ho hét trén dai ban You Make My Dreams Come True.

“Chac cau sé khong tin diéu nay”, t6i noi, “nhuwng dai phat ding bai nay
vao ngay hom qua day.”

“Khong phai dai dau”, co ay noi. “D6 la bang cat-sét day. May ban nhac
me minh yéu thich. Ba da thu bang tat ca trén séng phat thanh.” T6i da thot
ra mot 16i binh ngd ngan that, nhwng t6i vui vi Mary van tiép tuc: “Ba ay
mat hai nam tredc. Bi ung thw da day.”

Co dy ndi vé than nhién nhw khong, téi nghi tdi da nghe 1am: “Cau néi la
ung thuv da day?”

“Pung vay. Ngay 21 thang 6 nam 1985. P4 la budi cudi cung ctia nam

»

hoc.

Cho dén thoi diém do, t6i cho rang Mary va b6 ¢6 vé nha moi chiéu dé
ham noéng thitc an bita tdi trong ngoi nha dong dic anh em, nhung Mary
giai thich rang chi c6 hai bé con ho. C6 ay nhanh chéng chuyén cha dé vé
mdy cudn bang: “Minh biét nhitng bai nay hoi kén tai, nhwng b minh rat
thich nén minh cling danh chap nhan.”

“Minh khong nghi ching kho nghe”, t6i néi, bdi toi muén néi diéu gi do
an i c6 dy nhung Hall & Oates hid 1én “ooh-ooh, ooh-ooh” va Mary cudi
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pha léen.

“Bai nay con kh6 nhai hon cd mén banh ph6 mai nwéng”, co6 dy noi,
“nhuwng minh mung khi cau thdy né khong t€, vi cau sé nghe n6 ca ti lan
day. May sé ti dong phat lai ma.”

Chung t6i buéc vao phong trng bay hang va t6i nhan thdy Mary da xép
lai d6 dac nén c6 hai ghé canh bén chi€c may tinh. T6i dem cuén Hoc ngén
ngir mdy trong 30 ngay dé ching t6i c6 thé hoc véi nhau. Cudn sach day
nhitng chwong trinh nhé dé tap tanh, thé nén t6i thit nhap mat tro vao cai
may 64. Nhung sau khi go vai dong, t6i dé y thay Mary cau may.

“Cau sao thé?”

“Minh thr dé nghi thoi nhé”, c6 dy noéi. “Gia st cdu doc ma to lén va
minh danh may thi sao?”

Phai mat mot Idc to6i maGi hiéu y c6 ay.

“Cau nghi minh danh cham a?”

“Cau vira tim kiém vira phai mo co. May ngon tay cuia cau chang dé gan
nhitng ky ty trén hang gitta* gi ca.”

Hang giita (nguyén van: “home row”) tirc la hang nhitng ky ty trén ban
phim may tinh ma cac ngon tay nguoi go dat 1én khi khong thue hién thao
tac gd. O ban phim QWERTY 1a hang phim gitta, hai ngén tré dit ¢ hai
phim F va J.

“Hang giita u?”

“Chinh xac”, Mary néi, giong nhu diéu nay da chitng minh dwgc luan
diém cuia c6 ay. “Xo Benedict tinh thdi gian cho minh la chin mwoi tir moi
phtt. Xo néi k§ nang danh mday ctia minh la siéu dang. Néu duwgc mot ba xo
khen ngoi, diéu do sé 1a mot su khich 1€ 16n lao.”

Bon t6i két thdc tranh luan bang cach 1dy chiéc may 64 thi hai ti kho ra,
dat hai may canh nhau va r6i dua nhau nhap doan dau tién vé thong tin
ngwoi dung tirng chit mét, khong hé mac 16i nao, ra hiéu la lam ngay! To6i
thao tac nhanh nhw dién ay, may ngon tay 1a lwét trén ban phim nhw bay véi
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do chinh xac hoan hdo, nhung khi t6i ho len “Xong!” tdi nghe Mary cling
dap lai ding tiéng ay. Ca hai lam xong gan nhw cung luc.

Cudc thi tho dy chang thé phan thang bai, song bon t6i tang toc do lam
viéc gap doi, vi Mary thuyét phuc bo c6 ay rang hai chiéc may sé lam tang
kha nang thu hut déi véi phong trung bay hon. “Giéng nhw khach hang
buéc vao ctra hang thoi trang Gap vay”, co ay giai thich. “Ngudi ta chang
bao gio bay ra chi mét chiéc 4o so mi. Luén c6 mat cai ban bay san sau hay
bdy cdi. Sdn pham trung bay theo nhém bao gio cting bat mat hon.”

T6i khong tin kiéu 1ap luan ctia c6 dy lam - 1€ trudc tién, 4o so mi co
nhiéu mau khac nhau - nhung Zelinsky cé vé cling muon thir. “N6 nam
trong thung thi ciing chéng ich gi.” Ong dy nhin vai. “Ta dd mua may ci
mady chét tiét nay ba thang roi, va dén lic phai tong bét mét céi di. Nao la
‘Chiéc may tinh gia dinh ndi tiéng nhat nwéc My’.”

Ong 4y liéc nhin t6i nhw thé tdi c6 dinh liu vay, hét nhw tdi da tw ché ra
cai may 64 va réi budc o6ng trit vai cai ay.

“Chau xin 16i”, t6i n6i véi ong.

Anh nhin cta 6ng trong déng s¢ hon, chan mdy nhuéng nhiu cao hon.
“Sao cau xin 16i mai thé?”

“B0 a, bon con sap dén han nop r6i”, Mary néi.

“Ta muon né veé trwdc bay gio”, Zelinsky néi. “Con con bai tap nita.”

Bon t6i danh ba gio nita dé thir nhitng ban ma va doc ching to 1én twr
quyén Hoc ngén ngir mdy trong 30 ngdy. Bang cat-sét chuyén ti* nhac cta
Howard Jones va Bruce Hornsby sang Marshall Crenshaw. Cong viéc dugc
phan chia nhu sau: Mary sé doc to doan kho, tdi khong hiéu dugc, roi co dy
sé gidi thich lai cach thitc stt dung ngon ngit riéng cta cd ay cho dén khi
mach lac doi véi ca hai.

biéu nay xay ra kha thuong xuyén, t6i thdy ngai lam. Toi biét Mary sé
hoc nhanh hon néu khong c6 t6i, chirng nhw “tri thdng minh cé han” cua t6i
(hay bat ct cai gi ma thay Hibble da dé cap) da lam cham lai tién trinh cia
bon to6i. T6i twa lung vao ghé, can moéng tay, thd dai va nhin dong ho.
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Nhung Mary thi khong ban tdm mdy. C6 dy tw minh lam lai ba hay bon lan
ma khong hé cdu ban. Cé dy lam nhw thé ching téi cé ca khéi thoi gian
khong bang.

“Xin 16i cau, minh ng6c qua”, toi noi.

“May thit nay khé ma.”

“Nhung cdu hiéu chiing.”

“Do minh trao doi vdi cau day”, co ay noi. “Poc to ching 1én khién minh
hiéu nhanh hon.”

Bon t6i két thiic ngay hom d6 véi mot bai luyén tap tir cuon sach. Moi
dita tao mot chwong trinh nhé téi wu héa do hoa trong ngon ngir may. Cai
ctia toi, dong chit “CONG TY PHAN MEM PLANET WILL” sang lap
lanh nhiéu mau sac khac nhau. Mary tao ra mot déi nam nit dang nhay
nhot, lac lw, co dudi r6i bude di hét nhv Michael Jackson trong chwong
trinh dac biét Motown 25. T6i nhan thdy chang trai mdc 4o so mi trang
quan jean, con c6 gai s& hitu mai téc den dai. Mary 1ap trinh ra hai ngudi ay
giong hét chung toi.

“Lam sao cau tao ra dugc cai nay trong bon muoi lam phut chi#?” T6i
héi.

“Cua cau ciling dau c6 kém canh gi”, co ay noi.

Thit dang néi nhat 1a, c6 ay thyc sy xoay chuyén rat tai tinh. Toi liét ké
cac lénh va xem xét ma cuia c6 ay lam, toan nhitng y twdng téi chwa tirng
nghi dén va nhitng phwong phap t6i chwa tirng thir qua, mot hwéng tiép can
1ap trinh hoan toan khac biét. C6 cam giac nhu toi dang hi hoay ngon tay vé
voi bén canh Pablo Picasso vay.
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1100 REM *** DRAW GUARD 2 SPRITE ***

1110 POKE 52,48:POKE 56,48

1120 FOR GU=0 TO 62:READ G

1130 POKE 12480+GU,G

1140 NEXT GU

1150 POKE 2040,192:POKE V+21,1

1160 POKE V+39,1

1170 POKE V+0,180

1180 POKE V+1,120

1190 RETURN

Im

Mot lan nita, Zelinsky da dit toi ra khoi ctra hang ldc bdy gio, t6i thay

Alf va Clark dang cho bén chiéc xe dap cua ching. Alf c6 gan Manh thu
trén tay lai xe - day la biét danh danh cho cai hop loa Sony cua no, may
phat khing vGi nhitng cai loa by, hai hoc bang cat-sét cing ca dong déen va
can gat vo dung nita. Manh thu rat nang, nhung Alf da gan mét 16p dé nho
vao tay lai dé ca bon c6 thé dap xe vong vong ma van nghe dugc nhac
phim. Thay t6i dén, né nhan nut phat trén héc bang cat-sét. Ban Fat
Bottomed Girls cua nhom Queen vong ra ti dan loa, doi lén phia trwdc va
sau duong Main. Alf trinh dién trén via hé, dung chai nwéc ngot lam micro:

O 6, dém nay anh khéng dua em vé? cho dén khi toi chay vdi dén chd

Manh thad, van nhé am thanh lai.
“May lam cai gi day?” Toi hoi.

“C6 gi dau”, Alf néi. “Con bé do sao ma nghe dugc.”
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N6 lai tang am lwgng, 1an nay con to hon: C6 em méng by oi, em lam cd
thé gidi lac theo em!

T6i lay bang ra, cho vao tti.

“Nay, may sao thé?” Alf hoi.

T6i budce tir via hé xuéng long dwong, mot ngwoi lai chiéc Oldsmobile
nhan phanh, vo xe rit 1én va ding cach t6i c6 vai phan. T6i muon git
khodng céch gitra bon toi vdi ctra tiém. Toi tiép tuc buwdc, khong néi khong
rang cho dén khi cd bon qua duwdong Market va quanh géc duong.

T6i hét vao mat chiing: “Tui may 16 liéu qua day! Néu tui may c lang
vang quanh ctra hang, sém mudn gi ho cling biét chuyén.”

“May ldy dugc mat ma chwa?” Clark hoi.

“T4t nhién r6i, kiéu nhw, ‘Nay, mat ma ctta hang cta bé cau la gi thé?’
ROi no6 sé noéi cho tao nghe, vi né la mot con dan.”

“Thé néu khong lay duwgc”, Alf néi, “thi may lam cai quai gi trong do
vay hao?”

“Tui tao 1ap trinh mot tro choi”, toi giai thich. “Tao noéi tao can thoi gian
r6i ma.”

“Khach hang cua tao mat kién nhan roi day”, Alf noi.

“Con Arnold Schwarzenegger thi sao?” Toi hai lai. “Lam sao chung ta di
qua mot con ché ng6i bén ctra s6 gac ca dém?”

“Bon tao dang tim cach”, Alf néi. “Bon tao c6 vai y dang muon thitr xem

»

sao.

Dén bay gio, dong xe c6 da thwa dan, hau hét nguwoi di lam da vé nha
triede khi troi t6i nén ca bon d6 don cha y khi hai c6 gai dé thwong dang
bach bd trén duwong. Hai ¢6 tam mudi lam, muwdi squ tudi, déu mac quan
ngan va c6 doi chan dai. T6i nhan ra ho lam & Video City, ctra hang ma bon
t0i thué phim. Clark nhét cai cang vao tui, con t6i nhin cham cham déi giay
ctia minh, gid v dang ban biu nén khéng chu y dén ho. Alf cho bang nhac
phim Top Gun vao hdc cat-sét dé ban Danger Zone ctia Kenny Loggins
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phat ra t* may cai loa. R6i n6 tim trong tii m@ tién nhau nat. Bé la mot cuc
tién 16n, cd mot qua béng khiic con cau trén bang, r6i né dém khi hai co gai
ay buéc qua.

“May lay & dau vay?” T6i hoi.

“Tao giam gia cho nguwoi mua sém thoi”, né néi vé huénh hoang. Alf giai
thich rang mwoi lam diva ban cung 16p da tra tién trwdc dé cé nhitng tdm
hinh ctia Vanna White, véi diéu kién la nhitng bitc hinh do6 sé c6 trudc cudi
thang.

T6i quay sang phia Clark: “Va may dong y a? May ciling ban gidam gia
a?”

No6 lac dau. “Khdng, tao chi muén mdt ban cho tao th6i”, né nhe nhang
phan tran. “Nhung tao thay chang hai gi ca.”

Alf x0e mdy t0 tién thanh hinh quat treo, giong nhu né la ngai Monopoly
trén thé bai Chance. R6i né vay mady t0 tién triedc mat téi: “Ngui mui tién
loi di, Billy.”

T6i day cho tién sang mot bén. “May khong dwgc tiéu”, téi canh bao.
“Du chi mot xu.”

“Tai sao khong?”

“Trong treong hgp may phai tra lai”, toi néi. “Trong trudong hop cé gi do
bat trac.”

“Cai gi bat trac chit?” N6 hai.

T6i chwa biét phai giai thich thé nao. T6i khong thé néi vdi n6é cé kha
nang sé khong 1dy duwgc ma may bao, chwa thé. Toi can phdi tiép tuc thi,
hay gia bo thtt, cho dén khi Phdo dai cam hoan thanh va gt di du thi.

“Tht gi cling c6 bat trac cad”, toi noi.

Ngay lap tirc, mot tén canh sat mdc canh phuc Wetbridge di vong qua
goc duong Market, buc vé phia chiing t6i.

“La Tack”, Clark néi. “Ném tién di.”

“Dau?” Alf hoi.
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“DPung quay lai!”

Tén that ctia Tack dai lam, tiéng Ba Lan va phat am rat khd, bon t6i goi
han 1a Tack vi han ggi nhé vé nhan vat Eugene Tackleberry tré trung va vo
cung x0ng xao trong phim Police Academy. Cao hon mot mét chin, han la
tay cdm cao kéu nhat trong phong Canh sat Wetbridge. M6i nam hai lan,
han dén truong toi dé chiéu nhitng bo phim kinh di vé tac hai cua rwgu con,
ma tdy... Han canh bdo b phim nhw 1a Red Dawn “rat c6 thé thanh hién
thye”. Khi khong tuyén truyén cho bon tré & Wetbridge, han tuan tiéu
quanh phd, mdc do khoac Kevlar v6i ci kinh chén gi6 dugc giat nhitng tdm
phiéu gwri xe gid nam do.

“Chao mdy nhéc”, han néi, bat tay tir ton va than trong vdéi ting dita
ching t6i. Ca bat tay ay luwu lai trong tay t6i thit cam giac trong rong va
thun ram, giéng nhw chiéc xe dap bi xep 16p vay. “Co thay gi kha nghi t6i
nay khong?”

Day la cdu chao mac dinh cta han v6i moi dita tré & Wetbridge. Tack
canh bao rang c6 mot quan doan nhan ban vo tinh ctia Dolph Lundgren
chye cho tan cong khu pho nay, va nhitng thanh nién yéu nwéc My la hang
phong thii cudi ciing. O tudi muoi bon, bon t6i thdy minh qua tudi cho may
thi nay, nhuwng t6i nay thi bon t6i san long lam theo.

“Khong c6, thra ngai”, toi noi.

“Khong c6 gi bat thuwong ca”, Alf néi.

“Subt cad dam chang c6 méng nguwoi Nga nao ca”, Clark thém vao.

“Ta khong noi dén bon Nga”, Tack néi. Han kéo bon t6i tum lai r6i ha
giong thi tham: “Ta nghiém tic ddy may nhoéc. Pa c6 hai vu dy dinh dot
nhap & dwong Market tuan tredc. Cira hang thd nudi va cong ty du lich.
Dau xa beng day ctra sau. Giong nhw ai d6 muon giat ban 16.”

Bon t6i phat hodng nén khong thé dap 16i. Toi lo la hé miéng ti thoi cling
lam 16 ké hoach cua ca bon. Coc tién tao thanh mot cuc nhé 1én rat dang
nghi trong quan dui Bermuda cia Alf, c* nhv n6 gidu mét qua béng quan
vot trong do vay.
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“T6i qua c6 ké da dap vo ctta s6 & Video City. Bé chay cung cai VCR
mdi toanh va m& bang lam sach dau doc. May dita c6 nghe chuyén nay
khong?”

“Khong, thwa ngai”, Clark nai.

“Chang nghe gi ca”, t6i thém vao.

“Nhung bon chau sé dé y”, Alf hita. “Liéu c6 phan thuwédng néu nhu bon
chau tim dugc tén do khong?”

“Ta chac la sé c6 gi do. Hiép hoi Thwong nhan dang ditng ngoi khong
yén. Thé nén Hoi dong thanh phd yéu cau chung ta tuan tra dém cho dén
khi day lui ‘lan séng t6i pham’ nay. Tt t6i dén binh minh. Ton khong biét
bao nhiéu la tién tang ca.”

“Ttr gidc toi cho dén binh minh a?” Clark hoi.

“Chung ta hién dién giong nhw mé6t bién phap tran 4p. Néu bon xdu thay
mot sT quan canh sat di lai & khu duwong Market ltic bon gio sang, han sé
phai suy nghi lai. Dau sao d6 ciing la mé6t y kién. Luc nay, ta can mdy dia
dé mat canh chtrng, hiéu khong? Cho ta biét néu thay bat ci thi gi kha
nghi.”

Ca bon hita sé dé phong. Tack cAm on bon t6i vi da dong gép cho cong
dong va mudn bat tay cad bon lan nita trwdc khi ti€ép tuc. Han di xudng
dwong Market, ré tradi & nha ga; vai phut sau, han dén Lafayette, di theo
vong cung khu vic mua sam.

“Tuan tra tr toi dén sang”, Clark noi.

“Pau tién la Arnold Schwarzenegger r6i gio dén Tackleberry”, t6i ndi.
“Co 1€ chung ta can suy nghi lai ké hoach nay.”

“Tao khong suy nghi lai cai gi ca”, Alf ndi. “May hita 1a sé lay cai ma
do, Billy. Chung ta da thoa thuan roi.”

“Chinh xac!” Clark noéi. “May khong thé rit lui chi vi may kho khan cén
con trdc mét ndy. Y 1a may muén tir b day a?”
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“Khong”, t6i néi. “Tao khong muodn bé.” Con muwoi mot ngay nita la dén
han chét cia cudc thi. Mudi mot ngay dé hoc ngén ngit may va lam cho tro
choi Phdo dai cdm chay ém. “Tao can thém thoi gian.”

Ca hai dia n6 thdy yén tri. Alf tua lai Top Gun & doan dau mat bang
tredc roi nhan nit phat, Kenny Loggins la hét om téi va cac cot am thanh
nhap nho6 vuot vach dé. “May lay ma khéa bao dong di”, né ndi, “phan con
lai dé bon tao lo.”
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1200 REM ** ADVANCE COUNTDOWN ***
1210 TIMER=TIMER-1

1220 PRINT “{HOME}TIME LEFT: ”,TIMER
1230 IF TIMER=0 THEN GOTO 1600

1240 IF TIMER<25 THEN ER=25:RETURN
1250 IF TIMER<50 THEN ER=20:RETURN
1260 IF TIMER<75 THEN ER=15:RETURN
1270 IF TIMER<100 THEN ER=10:RETURN
1280 IF TIMER<150 THEN ER=5:RETURN
1290 RETURN

Im

T6i bat dau dén cwra tiém Zelinsky moi ngay. Toi lam viéc véi Mary tr
ba gid dén bay gio, khi bo c6 ay tong khit t6i ra khoi tiém. Lic dau bon t6i
toan gap 16i. Hoc ngon ngit may la thit khé nhat ma t6i tirng kinh qua, 6 1€
t0i sé tir bo néu nhw Mary khong ty tin dén thé. C6 ay hanh xtt nhw thé bon
toi da thang cudc thi roi ay va gio 1ap trinh tro choi chi don thuan la chuyén
thad tuc. T6i cit mong c6 dy sé khong con hitng thii vdi tro nay nita. Moi khi
dén ctra hiéu, t6i mong rang co ay néi sé thuc hién ké hoach khac, rang co6
ay sé di dén khu mua sam hay tréng em bé hay bat cit viéc gi ma dita con
gai muoi bon tudi nao ciing lam. Nhung Mary chwa tirng phu long t6i. Moi
trira, c6 ay déu cho dgi trong phong tring bay hang, san sang bat tay vao
viéc.

Bon t6i thye hién théi quen thuwdng nhat, bat dau moi trra vdi lon nuwéc
ngot Dr Pepper va mot hop banh quy xoan, dén nam gid thi nghi an keo
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huwong trdi cdy lic ma nang lwgng cda hai diva rii rugi va can bo sung
dwong that nhanh. Bang nhac nhitng bai hat yéu thich ctia me c6 dy ct phat
di phat lai lién tuc, cling muwdi bon bai do lién hoan bat tan. Chang may
chdc, t6i da nhé dugc hét cac bai nhac va chiing am tham tré thanh nhitng
bai rudt cua toi.

Vao ngay thit ba lam chung, Mary giai thich rang me c6 ay da thu bang
nay trong nhitng ngay trong bénh va danh sach cac bai hat tya nhu bai tho.
Moi thit chang hgp ly véi t6i cho may dén khi toi thay tat cad dwgc viét ra
bang nét chit tinh t€ ctia me c6 dy ngay trén ghi chu 16t ciia cudn bang cat-
sét:

Chdng diéu gi thay doi dugc tinh yéu anh danh cho em
Chdng ai c6 16i... Chi la moi thit von thé

Ngay nao dé, nhu thé nao do... Bdt chap tdt cd...
Moi chuyén chi cé thé tét hon.

Dung bo cudc... Hdy bao trong
Anh sé khong niu kéo.

Khiéu vii cung anh dém nay!

Em biét anh yéu em ma, phdi khong?
(Em tung) Ngu tri trong tam tri anh moi lic
Em that duyén dang

Em bién gidc mo cta anh thanh hién thuec.

T6i c6 thé nghe tiéng Zelinsky lam bam & quay thu tién, nguyén raa
nhitng phu tung citng dau cia may danh chit c6 16 si, va t6i khong thé nao
tin rang ong ta lai khién mdt nguwdi phu nit yéu duwge minh. Chua ké & day
c6 mot cudn bang chitng minh diéu do6 nita.

T6i chuyén sang van dé nay véi Mary: “Minh c6 thé hiéu duwgc ly do cau
khong bao gio ngdy cai thé loai nay.”
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Mary cudi: “Trdi, minh phat ngan vdi n6 day chit! Nhung minh va bo
chang thé dong thuan bat c chuyén gi khac. Chon nhac luén la céng viéc
cua me minh.”

Mary ké rang co dy da 16n 1én trong ctta hang, choi trén san go citng voi
nhitng thit d6 choi ngd nghinh trong khi b6 me c6 ay thiét ké lai ndi that,
mat kha nhiéu thoi gian va cong sitc dé hoan thanh dong ké nay va tu tay
cat dan bang hiéu ctra tiém. Luc dé ctra tiém nhon nhip hon nhiéu, Mary
huyén thuyén, vi rat nhiéu ngwoi mua hang thwong ghé lai chuyén tro véi
me c0. “Giéng nhu 1a quan bar Cheers* & day vay. C6 dén ba tram nguwoi
dén viéng dam tang ba. Cha x1* n6i rang day la mot ky luc cia Wetbridge,
va di nhién la minh da ngat lim di.”

Cheers ham y lay tén loat phim truyén hinh dinh dam tir nam 1982 dén
1993, trong d6 chuyén phim xoay quanh mot nhém ban be ludn tu tap tai
quan bar Cheers.

Co ha giong nghe nhu tiéng thi tham. C6 hai nguwdi phu nit dang chon
hang gan cho 16i van phong pham, so sanh hai hdp boc vai lanh mau nga
dung xap don xin viéc, Mary than trong khong dé ngwoi khac nghe dugc
cau chuyén cua co.

“Cau noi la cau da ngat a?”

Co ay gat dau: “Lic dy Thanh 16, minh ditng triedc nha thg. Minh thay
on cd. C6 khéc mot chit, nhung minh khong dén mitrc dau khé quan quai.
Minh da sai khi nhin sang bo, 6ng ay dang khoc, 6ng khoc quan quai thé
lwong. Minh chwa lan nao thay b6 khoc, chwa bao gio. Lic &y minh da mat
kiém soat. Minh nga trén lang hoa tir Hiép hoi Thiong nhan. Va that manh
va xuwdc cad moi vi bé thép. That té.” Co dy co rum lai khi néi vé ky tc dy,
roi gat di, bong dung boi r6i: “Minh xin 16i. Minh khong hiéu sao minh lai
ké cho cau nghe nhitng diéu nay. Cau chi dang héi may bai hat vé van nay
th6i ma.”

“Khong hé v6 van dau.”
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Mary xoay lung lai véi téi va nghiéng vé phia mdy tinh, giong nhu c6 dy
c6 dam chim trong nhitng doan ma vay: “Minh lam tiép thoi.”

Chung t6i tinh tao hiéu ng cho chan cia dam linh gac dé ching sé cong
chan khi chay. Nhung trong vong vai phut, toi lai ké cho Mary nghe vé viéc
bo t6i song & Alaska thé nao, viéc 6ng dy va me toi chwa tirng cwdi nhau ra
sao, chung t6i c6 thé sé song trong diéu kién kho khan dén duwdng nao néu
nhw khéng cé di Gretchen. D6 la nhitng bi mat sau kin nhat ma toi rat ngai
ké cho ai do6, nhung t6i thay t6i ng Mary mét cau chuyén hoi dap.

“Uédc gi minh biét vi sao ong ta bé di”, to6i néi véi cd dy. “Do la diéu
minh khéng bao gio hiéu n6i.”

Co ay dirng danh may quay lai nhin t6i. “Chu dy sé tr@ vé mot ngay nao
dé théi”, co ay noi. “Sém hay muon, chi ay cling muén gap mat cau.”

T6i lac dau: “Khdéng dau.” Me chang m& miéng noi gi nhiéu vé bé toi,
nhuwng ba sé danh rat nhiéu thoi gian dé nhac dén ong ay khi néi chuyén vai
di Gretchen, va t6i da tré thanh chuyén gia nghe 1én nhitng cuéc nau chao
cta ho qua dién thoai. Me mo td 6ng dy la “ké mao hiém va vo trach
nhiém”, “mot ké chi biét dén ban than” va (diéu nay khién t6i dau long
nhat) la “mot ké that bai”. Ba ct khang khang 6ng dy sé khong trd vé nita,
tham chi gap Paul Newman & bac ctra nha chung tdi thi con c6 co may hon.

“Me cdu sai ro6i”, Mary néi. “Ngay nao do, bo cau sé to mo muon biét vé
cau. biéu d6 nhat dinh sé xdy ra. Nhung dén ldc cha ay dén dugc day thi sé
qua tré, vi ltic dé co 1€ cau dang song & California.” Co6 dy go 1én man hinh
bang cuc gobm mau hong & dudi cay but chi. “Ngay khi Fletcher Mulligan
thdy ma nay 6ng ay sé nai ni trai thdm dén cau.”

T6i cwoi: “Minh chang biét me minh c6 chiu hay khong nita.”

Mary chang bao gid dé tinh logic xen vao 16i twéng twgng cua co ay:
“Pau tién s& 1a moi lam viéc. Ong dy s& muén cau lam & Digital Artists.
Nhung ngay khi cau dén d6, cau can mot noi dé ¢ nén 6ng ay sé cho cau
mot phong trong trong dinh thy ctia 6ng ay. Cau sé bat dau lui tdi, dung bira
t0i cung va6i Fletcher va vg 6ng. Mot khi ho hiéu rd cau, ho sé xtc tién cho
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n6 hop phap. Thé la cau co thé thira ké ca cong ty sau khi Fletcher qua doi.
Nhw Charlie va nha mdy sécéla ay.”

Toi cdm thay Mary theo cach nao d6 da doc duwgc suy nghi cua t6i. To6i
chdng thé phan tran rang khong biét bao nhiéu lan t6i da mo dén vién canh
nay nam ngam ngoi trén giwong vao budi t6i trong choc lat trwde khi lim
vao giac ngu.

“Cau dién roi”, toi ndi v6i co ay. “Cau lady may y twdng nham nhi ay &
dau thé?”

“Diéu d6 sé dén théi, Will.” C6 ay nhin t0i vdi vé doan chac, lan téa sw
tw tin ma téi chwa tirng bat gap & bat ky nguwdi nao. “Chi can hiva 1a cau sé
cho minh dén tham quan dinh thy &y mot ngay nao d6. Cau phai hita cau sé
khong quén minh day!”
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1300 REM *** ERROR BUZZER ***

1310 FOR L=0 TO 24:POKE S+L,0

1320 NEXT L

1330 POKE S+1,100:POKE S+5,219

1340 POKE S+15,28:POKE S+24,15

1350 POKE S+4,19

1360 FOR T=1 TO 1000:NEXT T

1370 POKE S+4,18

1380 POKE S+24,0

1390 RETURN

Im

Mary va toi chi cai nhau c6 mét lan. D6 la vao bu6i chiéu thit tw khi bon

c6 gai budc dén cho ban t6i va néi: “Xin 16i.”

toi dang lam tro choi. Zelinsky lic dé & quay tinh tién, ndi chuyén vdi hai
nha swu tdm dén tr Philadelphia vé nhitng chiéc bat Itta c6, Mary dang gitup
mot khach hang chon but murc, thé nén chi c6 minh téi & trong phong trung
bay hang. Trén dai dang phat nhac cia Howard Jones, t6i van dang lap trinh
hiéu tng cho dam linh gac, tinh chinh cac ctt dong cta canh tay lic d6 mot

Co ay hon toi chirng hai, ba tudi, c6 1€ 1a hoc sinh cu6i cap dwéi hay dau

cap trén, an mac giong nhw tiéu Madonna noi loan véi doi ting quan doi,

lam & day a?”

“Khong”, toi néi.

cap tat rach va chiéc vay vai vinyl. Mat c6 dy t6 vién 16p phan xanh. “Cau
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Co 4y nhun vai nhu diéu d6 chang quan trong gi. T6i cong ngudi trén
ban phim, vdy quanh nao la tap v&, gidy in hinh, bt mau va vé keo. Néu
toi khong phai 1a nhan vién thi t6i cling gan nhu vay.

“B0 t6i nho tdi dén day mua dia.” Co dy lay tir trong nép gap cha cai vay
ra mot manh gidy ghi chd. “Ong dy can mudi cai dia mém ndm-mot-bon
inch.”

“La nam va mot phan tw inch”, t6i stra lai. “Dé minh 1dy cho.”

Ching t6i buwdc dén day hang thiét bi vi tinh va t6i dién giai cac lva
chon: “Ong 4y c6 Fuji va Maxell. Ching dong gia, nhung Maxell c6 mau
den, con Fuji thi c6 mau cau vong.”

“Hay day”, c6 ay no6i va ldy may cai dia hiéu Fuji. “Cam on.”

C0 dy mang dia dén truwdc tiém va Zelinsky goi tén moén do. Toi dao vé
phong trung bay hang va Mary dang ngoi dgi bén mady tinh. C6 cudi toe
toét vGi toi: “Ban dy ve van té qua nhi?”

“Y cau la sao?”

Mary nhai lai giong c6 gai bang giong chudt kéu chit chit: “Ménh can
mdy cai dia mém nam-mot-bon inch. Vi ménh qua bé bong nén hong biét gi
vé phan so ca!”

“Co0 dy dau c6 noi thé.”

“Nhung y co ta la vay. Kiéu nhu 6 ta la mdt loai sinh vat nho nhoi nao
do6 can dugc giup do. Do la ve van day Will a.”

Toi do mat: “Sao cling dugc.”

“Qi, Chtia 0i, dirng n6i véi minh c6 4y 1a kiéu cau thich nhé! Pirng néi
v6&i minh cau thich may con bé diéu da mé nhac rock do don véi cap mat
gau meo ay nhé!”

“Minh chang c6 kiéu nao ca.”
“Ai cling c6 ma.”

“Khong phai minh. Minh con chwa c6 ban gai nita la.”
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“Nhung gu cda cau kiéu nhv la...” C6 dy ndi. “Da ngam den, téc do,
dong déng cao, hay tham thap, hoang dai, trwéng doi co vi...”

“Minh thich hét nhitng kiéu d6”, t6i néi. “Minh khong phan biét.”

“Ai cling c6 su phan biét ca”, c6 dy noéi. “Ai cling c6 su thién vi hay yéu
thich cai gi do hon. D6 la tam ly hoc con nguoi co ban.”

T6i cdm thdy nhw minh dang quay lai van phong cua thay Hibble, chang
c6 cau tra 10i nao théda man co dy ca.

“Con cau thi sao?” T6i hai. “Gu cua cau thé nao?”

“Minh thich nguoi ty tin. Minh thich mdy anh chang biét ho mudn gi
ay.”

“Nhu Tyler Bell?”

Khong hiéu sao t6i lai néi vay. Toi chang tin bat c th gi Tyler néi vé
Mary: Tao phdi cho né mét gdy, hiéu khéng? N6 chdng thé roi déi tay mo
mam khoi nguoi tao. T6i biét Mary sé khong bao gio thich mot ké 16ng
bong nhu Tyler, nhung dot nhién tréng co6 dy nhw thé vira bi t6i danh cho
mot gay.

“Cau biét Tyler Bell?”

“Ai cling biét Tyler Bell ma.”

“Lam sao cau biét Tyler Bell?”

“Anh ta hoc cung tredng véi minh. Anh ta c6 mot chiéc Harley.”

“Anh ta noi gi voi cau?”

“Chéng gi ca. Y minh 13, minh khong biét 16 anh ta cho 1&m. Minh chi
biét anh ta tirng lam viéc & day.”

“Tyler Bell la tén khon”, c6 dy néi. “Han la nhan vién té nhat cta ctra
tiém.”

“Anh ta khong phai gu cta cau, dung khong?”

“Chang c6 gi vui dau, Will. Birng dua bat c diéu gi vé han.”

“Sao thé?”
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Zelinsky dang quan sat bon t6i & khodng cach kha gan, cai tap dé cua
ong nhem nhu6c vét muc den. Lic do, t6i khong biét bao nhiéu phan doi
thoai qua lai ctia chiing t6i da tuon ra phia treéc ctra hiéu. Nhung nhin lai,
toi doan chac 6ng da nghe gan nhw ca cau chuyén.

“Moi tht 6n chit?” Ong 4y héi nhu 1a khing dinh sy that, &m chi manh
mé rang khong hé, moi thit khong hé 6n chiit nao.

“Bon con khong sao”, Mary noi.

“Co6 1& Will nén veé nha bay gio.”

“Bon con khong sao”, Mary 1ap lai. “Con chi mudn lam tiép théi.”

Zelinsky chan chw, r6i quay lung di tré vé quay tinh tién. Mot tiéng dong
ho sau, t6i chd ddm ndi gi ca. Bon t6i doc sach riéng va dung may riéng.
Khong c6 thém khach hang nao trong phong trung bay hang va am thanh
duy nhét dén tir Nhitng tinh khtic dwoc yéu thich nhdt thdp nién 80 - Joe
Cooker, Willie Nelson va Phil Collins. D6i lan, t6i nhin Mary nhung c6 dy
dang boi roi go ban phim, c6 tranh 4nh nhin.

Khodng sau gig, toi nhan ra cé tiéng coi bao dong inh éi, mot canh sat
bwdc vao cira hiéu thong bao véi Zelinsky rang tiém thuéc Crenshaw dang
chay. Bon toi ditng day ra ngoai xem.

C6 hai xe citu hoa dau gitta khu duwong Market, nhitng linh cttu hoa tinh
nguyén dang hi huc nhac trang thiét bi. Tackleberry va hai canh sat khac
dang diéu khién hwéng giao thong khéi nha ga. Ong Crenshaw ditng 1én
ngoi xudng bén lé duong, lac lac dau. Khoi den dang tda ra tir nhitng 6 ctra
sO tang hai nha ong, Itra khong phai ti tiém thudc ma la ttr can hd bén trén.
Bon t6i c6 ngéng cd dé xem ré hon nhuwng ca hai ditng sai goéc mat roi.

“Pi thoéi”, Mary néi vaoi toi. “Minh c6 y nay.”

Chtng t6i di vao bén trong ctta tiém, di qua phong trung bay hang dén
cau thang chat hep & ria ctra tiém. T6i di theo Mary lén dén tang hai, chiing
toi di vao mé cung ctia nhitng chiéc ké sat va tdm carton nhan nhim. Xung
quanh chuing t6i toan co man thung va ké. L6i di uén éo va chuyén huwéng,
anh sang 10 mo, nhung ro rang Mary biét rd6 noi nay nhu long ban tay. Co6
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dy dirng lai ngay dwdi ctra sap 16n bang go6. “Minh chi can mé khoéa théi”,
co ay giai thich.

T6i nhin theo khi c6 ay suc tim xau chia khoa trong tdi. Tyler Bell da
khong néi qua vé tinh trang toi té ctia nhitng d6 go noi day, canh ctra nhin
giong nhuw mot cai gi do ta thiy trén con tau hai tac bi chim. Mot sgi day
trang treo tir chan ctta sap dén mach nhé trén tran, & d6 né bién mat sau birc
twong.

Toi chi vao no6: “B6 la chuong bao dong a?”

“Putng, b6 minh hoi hoang twdong ti. Ci¢ nhw thé bon qua sé roc twong
vao lay bi thw ctia nha minh vay, cau hiéu chit?”

Canh ctra g6 kha nang, hai difa phai cung day. N6 m@& toang ra phia
ngoai, xoay quanh truc cua hai cai ban 1é cii ki tao ra tiéng rit dang kinh
ngac. Roi ching t6i budc 1én ba bac thang dung ditng va tréo 1én mai nha.
O day kha rong va bing phing nhung ciing hoi mat thing bing, dwa mét
nhin dwong Market va nha ga tir goc nay cam giac nhw bi mat phuong
hwéng. Mat troi dang lan, bau troi 16e 1én anh hong va cam ryc rd. Trén néc
nha gan nhw c6 thé cham tGi tang khong.

Ching t6i buwdc dén huwéng duwong Market, dirng budc cach mép ria
khodng mot mét. Goc nhin maGi kha thuan 1gi nay cho thay ca toa nha cta
tiém Crenshaw. Ching t6i c6 thé thay toan linh cttu héa di chuyén xung
quanh cac ctra s6 nhung chang ai con voi va nita, kh6i da mong dan, cé 1é
diéu toi té nhat cta sy c6 da dwgc ngan chan. Bén dudi duwong pho, mot
dam tré con di xe dap cau ban chau lai xem, t6i cé thé thay Alf va Clark
ding trong dam d6. Alf dé Manh thu thang bang trén tay cam, tui né c6 vé
dang than van vé sy hiy hoai nay.

“Minh xin 16i vi chuyén lic ndy”, Mary néi. “Vé Tyler ay. Minh khong
c6 y dinh cuwép 10i cau.”

“Khong sao dau”, toi noi.

“Han trom do cta ctra tiém. Hodc cling c6 thé da c6. N6 van con la con
nhttc nhéi cho b6 va minh.”
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Ngay ltc do, thai do cua c6 dy khién moi viéc rd rang hon.

“Han da lay gi thé?”

“Cau thay nhitng céi bat ltta c6 gan quay thu tién chi? Co céi 1én dén
hai, ba tram d6. Tyler mu6n trom mot cai, minh da bat gap.”

“Chuyén gi xay ra?”

“B6 minh khé gian. Ong rat tin twdng Tyler. Ca hai bé con minh déu tin
hin. Ong da dudi viéc han. Chuyén 1a nhu thé.” C6 dy quay lung vé tiém
Crenshaw, huéng vé phia tdy dé nhin anh hoang hén. Quang canh dep hon
nhiéu. “Chuyén nay xdy ra hoi nam ngodi, ngay khi nam hoc bat dau.
Nhwng nhw minh néi réi ddy, ca hai b6 con minh van con rat gidn chuyén
nay, minh nghi thé.”

Di nhién la ho gian dit. Phién ban nay ctia cau chuyén nghe dang tin hon
cau chuyén ba xu thd lau cta tén Tyler. Ong Zelinsky khong tha thit cho
bon trom cap. May la Tyler chwa bj bat.

“Minh chang biét gi vé han ca”, t6i bdo c6 ay. “Minh thi méi 16p chin,
con han la hoc sinh cap ba r6i.”

“Minh biét”, c6 dy ndi. “Minh tin cau.”

“Thé ching ta hoa nhé? Minh va cau?”

“U, hoa.”

T6i chia tay ra, ching t6i bat tay nhau. Nhitng moéng tay cia c6 dy vira
m&i son, moi moéong con diém mot bong hoa hwéng dwong be bé.

“Chung ta quay lai lam viéc thoi”, toi noi.

Co ay lac dau: “Hom nay minh chi lam dén day th6i. Minh muén ditng
day mot lat.”

Thé nén ching t6i ditng d6 mot ldc, ngam nhin hoang hoén va ban bac
rang mot trong thit ma ta thuc sy khong thé bat duge ¢ mirc 8-bit, khong
thé dugc véi kha nang x ly don gidn ctia chiéc may 64 doi véi mau tim
(CHR$(156)), mau cam (CHR$(129)) va mau vang (CHR$(158)). Con rat
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nhiéu mau khac nita, ca hang ngan mau sic. O cting sé khong du kha ning
Xt ly no.

bém do, toi vé nha, lo rang Mary van con gian, co ay sé bé dw an Phdo
dai cdm va dé mac t6i ty hoan thanh. Nhung khi t6i dén tredng vao sang
hém sau, c6 mot dia mém nam trong ta d6 cha toi. T6i mang né dén may
tinh con trong trong thw vién trwedng, kiém tra danh muc va thay né c6 chita
mot tro choi khac.

Ban dang & sau trong Phido dai cdm, dung phia cubdi hanh lang
dai va hep. Tudng da duoc gd&n hang dubc chdy ruc. bung chin
ngang 16i din vé phia bdc 1la mét g& khdng 16. G& cim mdt cay
gdy va dang nhin chdm chdm vao ban. Ham g& vuong vai nudc

miéng.
>DANH MUC

Ban chi tay khéng.
Ga khéng 16 tién mét budc. G& to gép ba ban. G& déi nhu chod
soi.

>DAM GA KHONG L0

cé lén, Will. Ban danh ga khdéng 16 bang c& stc binh sinh

nhung ga chdng may may. Hay diy, gio thi ga déi va buc bdi.
>PA GA KHONG LO

Ric rbi 16n rdi! Gid ga khdéng 16 rit gidn dit. Chi mét cai
quat tay, ban da 1l&n kénh ra dit. G& khdng 16 gio cidy gady lén
khéi dau, sdn sang bam bd vao ban.

Béng nhién mét tém bang bi &n trén vach tudng md ra! Mary
Zelinsky xudt hién, thanh trudong kiém trong tay. C6 4y tiéu

diét ga khéng 186, ga dd sup xudbng san.
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>DUNG DAY

Ban dung va Mary tra kiém vao bao. “Minh xin 16i d& ndi doa
véi cadu ngay hém qua”, cd a4y néi. “Mong la minh d& khdéng lam gi
qué dang. Cau cé chdp nhan viéc ha guc g& khdng 16 nay nhu mdt

1di xin 16i cua minh khéng?”
>NOI DPONG Y

“Cam on, Will!” Mary néi. (Piém cua ban vua td&ng lén 100, ban

dat dugc danh hiéu Siéu Kinh Pién.) “Gip nhau sau gid hoc nhé!”
TRO CHOI KET THUC.

R6i diu ky la nhat xay ra. Bén dudi dong TRO CHOI KET THUC, con
tré chudt van nhap nhay, moi moc t6i nhap mét dong 1énh khac.

>pI VE PHIA BAC

T via bao ban, trd choi két thuc roi.

>PI VAO CON PUONG BI MAT

Khéng duoc, gd khdéng 16 bi ha guc da chdn 16i di rdi.
>pI THEO MARY

Nhung Mary van dang dung day! C6 4y tréng van rit quyén ri

trong bd gidp ludi va tdm gidp che nguc bdng sit.

Pay han la mot bai kiém tra. Mary sé chang lap trinh ra nhitng 16i dap
nhw thé néu c6 ay khéng c6 y dinh dé t6i thdy ching. Trong thoang chdc toi
bong 16e ra mot y twdng dién khung:

>HON MARY
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Ban tién vé phia trudc, dit tay lén eo Mary. C6 4y nhén chén
lén rdi nhd&m mdt lai, ép canh mdéi hén ban. Bdng nhién ban nhin
thdy phdo hoa va sao bing. Piém cla ban tdng 1lén 50.000.000,

th hang ban dat dugc 1a Ngudi Chit Nhét Qua Pat.

Cudi cung tro choi cting dirng lai. Thu thw di ngang qua toi, t6i nhanh
chéng tat may tinh truwedc khi ba ay c6 thé doc duwge nhitng gi hién trén man
hinh. Ba ay nhin t6i vé nghi ngo - t6i dé mat tia tai - nhung ba dy tré vé
phia ban cia minh ma chang hé miéng néi nira 10i.

Sau gio hoc, toi dén ctta tiém Zelinsky va thdy Mary dang lam viéc &
phong trung bay hang. Mat ké sat man hinh, c6 dy cham chi vao mot van
dé. T6i dat ba 16 xudng roi gieo nguwoi xudng ghé. Chém ché bén may tinh
la mot tdi banh quy xoan va mot lon Dr Pepper lanh vira 1dy ti ta lanh ra.

“Cam on cau”, toi noi. “Cam on cau vi tro choi nhé. Minh choi xong
r6i.” C6 ay quay sang nhin t6i, do tim manh maéi trén mat toi, t6i nhan ra 10i
t6i vira n6i that mo ho. T6i hit that sdu réi bao: “Minh dwgc nam muoi triéu
diém co day.”

Mary quay lai man hinh. C6 ay go cay bt chi 1én dong ma: “Chinh phan
nay lam cham tro choi. Néu chiing ta dwa né 1én phan dau thi sao nhi?”

To6i redn ngudi qua vai c6 ay dé nhin ro hon, c6 1€ t6i reédn gan hon moi
khi. Bu gan dé ngti dwgc mui dau goi, hay nwdc hoa, hay cai gi do thoang
hwong diu diu. Chang cé tranh cdi va ching t6i quay lai lam lanh nhw binh
thwong. Nhung ké tir do, sw binh thudong ay cling c6 chut bat thuwong,.
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1400 REM *** ASSIGN RANKINGS$ ***

1410 IF SCORE>=8000THEN RANK$=“FANTABULOUS!”
1420 IF SCORE<8000 THEN RANK$=“AWESOME!”

1430 IF SCORE<7000 THEN RANKS$=“GREAT!”

1440 IF SCORE<6000 THEN RANK$=“GOOD”

1450 IF SCORE<5000 THEN RANK$=“AVERAGE”

1460 IF SCQRE<4000 THEN RANKS$=“NOT BAD”

1470 IF SCORE<3000 THEN RANKS$=“FAIR”

1480 IF SCORE<2000 THEN RANK$=“UGH!”

1490 RETURN

Im

Nhitng ngay gan day, toi it gdp Alf va Clark. Bon t6i van dap xe dén
trrong moi sang, nhung t6i khong con an trwa trong cang tin v@i ching,
thay vao dé, toi tron ¢ thw vién va dung thoi gian nghi dy dé hoan thién
Phdo dai cdm. Thoi han ctia cudc thi da can ké, t6i khong mudn lang phi
gidy phut nao ca. Toéi con dem theo ca nhitng ban in vao trong phong tam.

Trra thi Sau, to6i dang ngoi trong thw vién, chuyén chuoi nhi phan thanh
so thap phan va luét qua day thuat toan. Mot chudi nhi phan trong nhu mot
dai ngau nhién cac gia tri 1 va 0 - 00100100 - nhung moi con s6 trong
chudi dai dién cho mot gia tri khac nhau: 128, 64, 32, 16, 8, 4, 2 hoac 1.
Thé nén 00010010 c6 két qua la 18 (0+0+0+16+0+0+2+0) va 10000001 c6
két qua la 129 (128+0+0+0+0+0+0+1). Mary giong nhv thién tai mang nhi
phan vay. Co dy c6 thé nhin vao chu6i 00111111 r6i trd 10i ngay la “sau
mudi ba”, con t6i thi van phai cong bang tay, tirng ky tu theo kiéu cii rich.
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Ai do6 ngoi doi dién toi dat t0 mwoi do nhau nhi 1én ban. Toi nhin 1én va
thdy Chadwick Melon, doi trudng doi béng ro, thu quy cia hdi hoc sinh,
niém hy vong cho ngdi vi hoang dé cua tiéc da hoi. Anh ta r6 rang la van
dong vién noi tiéng nhat trong lich st truong Trung hoc Wetbridge, cling 1a
chut nhan ctia mwdi mot loai hoc bong khac nhau. T6i chwa bao gio doi mat
néi chuyén vai anh ta, nhung t6i da vo tay tan thwdng anh ta trong vo so
cudc thi va lé trao giai.

“May biét Alf khong?” Anh ta héi. “Alfred Boyle?”

“Co.”

“N6i vdi n6 la Chad Melon mu6n mudoi tam. Nguyén mot bo.”

T6i day tién trd lai. T6i chang biét minh da 1ay dau ra diing khi dé tra
treo vdi anh ta. Chac la t6i biy'c minh vi bi lam phién thoi. “Anh ty mua di”,
toi noi. “To tap chi chi c6 bén do thoi.”

Nu cuwdi cia Chad bién mat, tdi nhan ra c6 thé t6i la nguwdi dau tién trong
lich st trvong Trung hoc Wetbridge dam thach thitc ménh 1énh cta anh ta.
Anh ta nhét tién vao tudi do t6i, an that manh: “Phai bdo dam la Alf biét tao
da dat mua.”

To6i dirng lai ¢ cang tin trén dwong vao tiét hoc tiép theo, cai ban bon t6i
thuwong an trong khong. Toi thdy Alf va Clark trong khu vuc hit thu6c cta
hoc sinh, mdt céi hién 16 thién nho day tan thudc, ngay phia hwéng gié cia
khu hut thu6c danh cho gido vién. Alf mac trang phuc giong nhw mot nhan
vat nao do trong Miami Vice, con Clark chi mdc 4o 16t trang tron va quan
sodc jean. Hai dita dang ngoi trén bang ghé€, phi phéo nhitng diéu thudc 14
mong nhat ma téi chuwa thiy bao gio.

“Bon may htt gi thé?” T6i hoi.

“Capri 1207, Clark n6i. “M6i keng day.”

Alf xtty ra mot goi, maoi t6i thit mot diéu: “Bon tao thay & tram xe buyt.
Chac la ai lam rét.”

Bon tdi chang dita nao nghién thudc, nhwng khi thién ha maoi bat ¢ thi
gi mién phi, ca bon déu v6 vap don nhan.
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“Pay la thudc 14 cho nit gigi”, t6i bao ching né.

“Ha?” Alf hai lai.

“Po la ly do vi sao ching rat méng. Chiung duwgc sdn xuat vira tay phu
nw.”

Clark vay diéu thudc giong nhw né la mét con ong bap cay vo ve vay.
“Thao nao tao thady buon non!” Né néi.

Alf rit thém mot hoi nita, tdn hwdng hwong vi diéu thudc, réi nha khoi:
“Tao thdy dwgc ma.”

“Ho rai hormone 1én gidy g6i”, Clark canh bao né. “bé giip phu nit
giam can. May dang nap estrogen vao phoi day.”

Toi dwa muoi do cho Alf va néi dé la cia Chadwick Melon. N6 ciling
chang thay la véi yéu cau dé chit nao. “Tao da ban cho nam tén cudi cap
trong tuan nay”, né giai thich. “Tao déch quan tdm ngudi ta bao nhiéu tudi.
Ché ai mudn budc vao 7-Eleven dé hoi mua mot t& Playboy ca. Giong nhw
la no6i ‘T6i dén day dé tv swéng’ ay.”

Toi chitng kién Alf 1ay cudn s6 nhé tr tdi né va thém tén Chadwick
Melon vao danh sach. R6i né 1dy coc tién to su ctia no ra, cudn to muoi doé
ngoai cung. Chi méi c6 vai ngay, coc tién ay da to cd mot trai budi chum.

“Troi dat”, toi ngac nhién. “Bao nhiéu thé?”

“Ba tram tam muoi sau do”, no noi vé tw hao. “Nhung may dung lo,
Billy. Tao sé chia phan cho cad bon ma. Chuing ta cung hoi cung thuyén ma,
phai khong?”

“Tat nhién, tat nhién”, t6i noi.

“Co 1€ chot ha sé 1én téi nam tram do day.”

“Thé thi con gi bang”, t6i noi.

Alf rit mot hoi thu6c that dai, nha khoi thudce, roi nhin t6i cham cham,
giong nhu né dang dgi toi ndi gi do khac. “Cai mat ma bao dong sao roi?”
Cuoi cung né ciing hai.
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Ho6i chudng cudi gid an trua reo 1én nhung khong kip dé gitup toi. “Tao
dang tim cach”, toi dap.

Xung quanh bon t6i, nhitng hoc sinh hut thudéc khac dang dap tat dau
mau thuodc 14 va nhai keo thom Tic Tac.

“Chung ta khong c6 nhiéu thoi gian dau”, Clark noéi. “22 thang 5 roi day.
To6i da la chi con by tdm ngay nita thoi.”

T6i hat céi ba 16 qua vai. T6i chi muon quay lai thw vién, quay lai vGi tro
choi. “Dting 10”, t6i néi vdi bon né. “Tao sap lam dugc r6i.”
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1500 REM *** BOOST SCORE ***

1510 IF LIVES=3 THEN SCORE=SCORE+50

1520 IF LIVES=2 THEN SCORE=SCORE+75

1530 IF LIVES=1 THEN SCORE=SCORE+100

1540 PRINT “{HOME}{CSR DWN}SCORE: ”,SCORE

1550 DG=DG+DX*.15

1560 IF DG>DX THEN DG=DX

1570 IF DG>50 THEN GOSUB 7000

1580 IF DG>100 THEN GOSUB 7500

1590 RETURN

Im

Zelinsky chang bao gio cdt tiéng chao hay ndi vai cau xa giao don thuan,

ngoai”, “Bi di, di ngay”, hét nhu 6ng dang xua con cin khéi bai co.

“B0 cau ghét minh”, t6i n6i v&i Mary.

tham chi con chang thém nhin t6i mot céi, ngoai triv lic bay gio, dng xoc
vao phong trung bay hang va bao t6i di ra. Nguyén van 10i 6ng ndi: “Di ra

“Chi gia vo thé thoi”, c6 dy noi. “That ra 6ng dy thich cau. Ong dy an

twong voi vé say viéc cua cau.”

“Ong &y néi thé a?”

“A, that ra cling khong chinh x4c titng ti* nhu thé.”

“Vay 6ng dy nobi sao?”

“Ong ay an twong that ma”, ¢6 dy néi. “Tin minh di.”

https://thuviensach.vn



T6i c6 gang nhin vao mat tot cua ong ay. To6i chang bao gio dam dé lai
lon soda trén ban may tinh (du Mary ct¢ lam thé). T6i luon ha thap giong,
t0i ndi “lam on...” “cdm on” va ludn tranh 16i 6ng di. Nhung moi khi t6i
dén ctra tiém, Zelinsky ludn cé vé that vong.

Hom th Sau no, t6i dang lap trinh trong phong trung bay hang trong khi
Mary gitip mét khach hang chon mday danh chi. Lan nita, t6i la nguoi duy
nhat & phia sau tiém, bong tir dau mot thang bé biréc ngang qua mat t6i. N6
tam muoi, muwoi mot tudi, mac nguyén bo jean xam tir dau dén chan, mang
theo lon soda Big Gulp. N6 1én ra sau ké dung pin Energizer, bién mat khéi
tam nhin, t6i biét ngay no6 la diva an cap.

Lat sau, no trd lai, van con cam lon Big Gulp va ngdm 6ng hit. Danh ltra
hay lam, nhéc.

“Em c6 can gi khong?” To6i hoi.

N6 lac dau: “Khong can.”

Toi ding day, di theo no6 ra trwdc tiém. Toi cong nhan n6 kha ma lanh
khi ding lai cho quay tinh tién va mua vai thi - m6t hop keo nhai
Bubbalicious.

Zelinsky gan nhw khong chii ¥ dén né. Ong &y ban biu sita mot cai may
danh chit cho m6t ngwoi swu tap ¢ Princeton. “Chi keo nhai thoi a? Thé thi
hai tién.”

Thang bé nhin cham cham toi.

“Em khong biét a? Hai tién day!” Nhin vé mat n6 bi ri, t6i biét ro cai bo
dang dy. “C6 nghia la hai muoi lam xu.”

Thang bé day to mot do nhau nat qua quay.

“Em mua lon Big Gulp ¢ dau?” Tai hai.

“7-Eleven”, né noi.

“Chang c6 cai 7-Eleven nao trén duwong Market cd. Cai gan nhat cach
day nam dam.”

NO6 cau may: “Anh... lam viéc & day hay sao?”
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“Em dang trOm pin.”

T6i chwa kip néi hét cau thi thang nhoc da phong ra khoi cira. Zelinsky
du6i theo no, nhung t6i no6i 6ng ay khong can ban tam. Thang nhoc da dé
lai lon soda trén quay. T6i giat cai nap lon, 16 ra sau vién pin C chim trong
vun nwdc am am. Mat Zelinsky tron tron, hét nhw téi vira thye hién mot
phép mau vay.

“Thang khon”, 6ng dy noi. “Lam sao cau biét?”

T6i khong thé noi sy that véi 6ng ay, rang Alf va t6i 1a dau téu tro véi
lon Big Gulp, dung lon nwéc nay dé trom bang cat-sét boc gidy bong kinh
t* ctta hang Sam Goody.

“Chau nghe thdy n6 suc sao ¢ khu dé pin”, t6i giai thich. “Chau nghi n6
toan tinh gi do.”

Toi do, Zelinsky dé toi & lai thém ntra tiéng nita, va khi hét gio, téi tham
chi chang nhan ra giong néi cua ong dy. Thay vi “Di ra ngoai” hay “bi vé”,
ong dy bao: “Hen gap ngay mai nhé, Will.”

Mary huych vao lung toi.

“Cau thay khong?” Co6 noéi. “B6 minh cdi mé hon réi day.”
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1600 REM *** QUT OF TIME ***
1610 PRINT “{CLR}{12 CSR DWN}”

1620 PRINT “{12 SPACES} YOU ARE OUT”
1630 PRINT “{14 SPACES} OF TIME.”

1640 PRINT “{2 CSR DWN}”

1650 PRINT “THY GAME IS OVER.”

1660 FOR DELAY=1 TO 1000

1670 NEXT DELAY

1680 IF LIVES=0 THEN 3300

1690 RETURN

Im

Thoi gian tréi that nhanh. Khi trgi chuyén sang dm ap, hoa bung nd, va
ngay lé Chién si tran vong bao hiéu bat dau chinh thitc vao hé. Thong
thuwong Zelinsky sé dong ctra vao ngay lé, nhung 6ng dong y ma cira tiém
dé Mary va toi c6 thé danh budi chiéu cung lap trinh. Pam ban hoc cua
ching t6i ra bai bién hay di xem phim, ngam phéao hoa, nhung bon téi dan
minh trong phong trng bay hang, tiép tuc phan viéc.

Don dang ky du thi phai dwoc dong dau buru dién trede thiv Sau, ngay 29
thang 5 - va dén thi Tw ngay 27 thang 5, chiing t6i van chwa chot ha.
Chung toi da tao ra chuwong trinh con theo ngon ngl¥ may hoan hdo, mot
vong 1ap hoan chinh khién cac tén linh gac tan ra theo nhiéu hwéng khac
nhau - ching chay cong chan va danh hai canh tay, vung ngon gido. N6
dwgce tao hinh rat dep va nhanh. Nhwng khi chiing t6i thit chép né vao
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chwong trinh chinh, tro choi van bao 16i, 16i va 16i. Du bon t6i ¢6 cach mdy
thi chiéc 64 luén doi lai dong tin nhan 16i:

LENH KHONG PUNG

KET QUA KHONG CcO NGHIA
HUONG KHONG HQP LE

SO LUQONG KHONG HQP LE
CONG THUC QUA PHUC TAP
KHONG THE TIEP TUC
KHONG THE TIEP TUC
KHONG THE TIEP TUC
KHONG THE TIEP TUC

KHONG THE TIEP TUC

Mary va t6i doc di doc lai quyén Hoc ngén ngir mdy trong 30 ngay, tuyét
vong dé phat hién 16i, nhung ching t6i lam ding moi th, ching toi theo
chi dan dén tirng tiéu tiét mot. T6i mét mai va roi bai thi bong nhién Nhirng
tinh khtic dugc yéu thich nhdt thdp nién 80 khién t6i phat dién. Phil Collins
ca bai Against All Odds ca triéu lan roi, con 4o ndo cua anh ta nhw déi lai
tam trang sau nan cua t6i. Chung t6i da can y twéng va kiét thoi gian.

“Thé 1a xong”, tdi néi. “Minh dau hang.”

Mary van cam mat vao quyén sach: “Sap thanh cong réi ma.”

“Khong, minh n6i nghiém tic day. Minh dau hang.”

“Cau vé s6m vay?”

“Minh tr bé ca tro choi. Minh khong mu6n lam nita.”

“Cau khong thé tir bo”, cd ay ndi. “Cau phai gianh cai PS-2 dé minh co
dwgc cai may 64 cta cau. Minh giao kéo r6i ma. Ching ta con bat tay nita.”

“Chuing ta khong thang n6i dau”, t6i ndi. “Chung ta da lam moi th&
quyén sach chi. Khong ich gi. Mat minh mo réi. Khuyu tay minh dau nita.
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Lung cling dau. Ching ta da mac ket & day A ngay roi, minh mét méi lam.”

Mary cuwdi nhu thé toi vira noi dua.

“Cur tiép tuc va cuoi di”, téi bdo co dy. “Minh budng.”

“Cau biét diéu gi buon cuoi khong? Cau vira néi ‘A ngay’ thay vi ‘mudi
ngay’. Cau dang nghi dén hé thap luc phan day Will a.”

T6i khong tin c6 ay: “Minh n6i muwdi ma.”

“Cau ndi A day”, co dy ct khang khang. “Minh lam dung tién do day.
Sap qua dugc khé khan nay roi, minh cam thay thé.”

ROi dén tat ngum.

May tinh ciing tat, Phil Collins th6i rén ri va bong dung bon t6i hoan
toan chim trong béng t6i. Phia sau ctta hang chang c6 ctta s6 nao ca. To6i
con chang thay ban tay minh khi gio 1én tredc mat.

“Cup dién”, Mary vira n6i vira thd dai. “Chuyén nay van xdy ra vao moi
mua hé khi cac ctra hang bat dién xoay chiéu.”

Khong c6 dién nghia la khong cé may tinh. Khong c6 may tinh nghia la
khong lam dugc gi ca. T6i ditng day va that manh vao tu dyng ho so.

“Dirng lai”, c6 ay néi. “Cau di dau day ha?”

“Pay la diém bao day. Chua vira rut phich cam tré choi cua tui minh
day.”

Mary di trong bong tdi va tim canh tay t6i, gitt toi lai. Nhitng ngon tay
cta co dy dan vao tay to0i, bat chgt toi nam 14y tay c6 ay. Cam giac that kho
ta - giong nhu trong lwc cua ca vii tru chuyén vao tay téi, con phan con lai
cta co thé toi chi troi dat, khéng sitc nang, nhw mot trong nhitng qua bong
khong 16 trong man diéu hanh Lé Ta on cua cita hang Macy. T6i gio tay giir
can bang va cham phai vai Mary.

“Xin 16i cau”, t6i néi. “Minh khong thay gi ca.”

“Cau ct cho vai phit. Mat cau sé ty diéu chinh.” Téc ¢6 dy cham vao ma
t0i, cO dy thi tham vao tai t6i: “Cau khong duwgc bo cudc, Will. Minh khéng
cho phép cau budng xudi. Ching ta gan thanh cong r6i.”
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T6i nghiéng vé phia tredc, cham vao nguoi co dy. T6c Mary mém muot
va thom mat ngay khi cham téi, t6i chira bao gio' cdm thdy thit gi giong nhw
thé. Ctra hang hoan toan chim trong thinh lang, t6i c6 thé nghe duwgc tiéng
thd cia co ay. T6i vong tay sang eo c6 ay kéo lai gan hon, dé dam chim vao
mui hvong twoi mat ay.

ROi mot tia sang 10 m& chiéu xuyén qua gian phong, Mary vut khéi
nguoi toi. Zelinsky di do khap civa hang vé6i cai den pin tiéu cam tay loai
duwgce bay ban ké bén quay thu tién véi gia mot dé va chi can tra vao mot
cuc pin AA: “May dira khong sao chir?”

“Bon con khong sao”, Mary noi.

“On a”, t6i 1am bam.

Ong dy roi dén vao ching toi rdi cét giong, yéu cau di ra tiém: “Cé
khach hang nao trong tiém khong? C6 ai can gitp gi khong?”

Mot giong noi yéu 6t doi ra tir ké hang may danh chit - mot ba 1ao thu
minh lai ngay ldc cip dién, sg minh Ién con dau tim. Zelinsky giip ba ditng
day va tat ca ching toi cung buwdc ra dwong Market.

Nguwoi khdch ném vé cau c6 vé phia Zelinsky. “Ong nén tra tién dién
ding han ch”, ba dy néi. “Suyt ti nita thi t6i da gap nguy roi.”

“Khong phai 16i cua b6 con dau”, Mary ndi, nhwng Zelinsky cuwép 10i:
“T06i rat xin 10i vi sy bat tién nay ba Dursham. Mong ba quay lai ch6 chiing
toi ngay mai.”

“Pirng c6 mo”, ba dy gian doi.

Ba lao khap khiéng di Ién via he, Zelinsky quay sang Mary. “Khach hang
la Thwong dé”, 6ng ay noi.

“Ba ay bi ham thi c6”, Mary néi. “Ba ta d6 16i vu n6 tau con thoi
Challenger cho nguwdi Viét Nam. Ba ta goi quan vai du la ‘bd pyjama cua
quy’. Giong nhw bénh cdm nwéc cua ba ta tang 1én dén nao ludn r6i.”

Mary gam gur véi t6i, doi t6i cuwdi trwdc nhitng 10i béng dua cua co ay
nhung dau 6c t6i van con mién man trong phong trung bay hang, toi van
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con nam tay co6 ay va cham lén mai téc c6 dy nita. Toi thdy mot diéu tuyét
diéu nao dé vira xay ra - giéng nhw t6i vira chdp mat thady mot thé gidi khac
la vay - va qua trinh quay lai thyc té€ da han in mot lan roi trong tam tri t6i.

Trén va dudi duong Market, cac chu tiém dang quay tam bién & ctra twr
“M@” sang “Dong”, ngoai trit nha hang Twong quan Tso, ong ding bén via
hé phat phiéu gidam gid mwdi lam phan tram trong khi nhan vién cta ong
thap sang can phong bang hang tram cay nén nho cua lé Ta on.

“B0 nghi hém nay dén day th6i”, Zelinsky no6i, nhung t6i gan nhw chang
nghe thay tiéng 6ng. T6i chac 1a minh da kiéng chan bwdc xudng duwdong
Market ma quén noi 10i chao biét.
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1700 REM *** HERO ATTACKS ***

1710 FOR I=0 TO 24

1720 POKE L1+I,0:NEXT I

1730 POKE L1+24,15:POKE L1+12,160

1740 POKE L1+13,252:POKE L1+8,80

1750 POKE L1+7,40:POKE L1+11,129

1760 FOR I=1 TO 100

1770 NEXT I

1780 POKE L1+11,128

1790 RETURN

Im

Alf, Clark va toi sinh séng & dwdi chan déi noi cai ngd cut goi la dai 16

Baltic. Bam ban hoc wa nhac nhé bon t6i rang dai 16 Baltic nam trong s6
bat dong san beéo nhat ctia Monopoly, rang gia tién thué nghe buén cuoi
muon té ghé, bon d6. Vao nhitng ngay mwa, hé thong thoat nudc chdy tran
ra, gdy ngap ung ca khu ngo cut va duong sa. Bon toi phai thdo giay, xan

quan dé 16i qua cira trwdc - néu khong mudn bang qua khu nghia trang cii

choi dua ngay canh nhitng ng6i mo ay.

boc theo khodnh san sau. B4 la nghia trang Cong gido 16n nhit & New
Jersey mwoi mau tdy day nhitng ngéi mo va ngay cang nhiéu lén, bon t6i

To6i thay Alf va Clark dang di gitta duwong, cdi mat, giong nhw ching

“Lau nay may ¢ cai x6 nao vay?” Alf héi.

dang dém nhitng vét nit nhé va cac vun dat trén 16p nhya dwong. Ca hai
dita déu trong c6 vé pho phac. Toi dap theo chiing roi phanh lai.
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“O ctta tiém”, t6i trd 10i. “C6 chuyén gi vay?”

“Chuyeén la tao tiéu r6i”, Alf néi.

“No6 lam mat tién”, Clark tiép.

“Tién gi?” To6i hoi lai, r6i toi chgt nhd ra. “Tién d6 ha?”

“Tao khong lam mat”, Alf néi. “Chi la n6 roi khoi tii tao thoi.”

“Thé day la 16i cia coc tién?” Clark héi. “Tao da néi chuyén nay sé xay
ra th6i! Nhuwng may c vac né di lung tung. Pem khoe ra moi khi may c6
co hoi. May ding 1a Ong Lén Chuyén ma.”

“Co tat ca bao nhiéu?” Toi hoi.

“Bon tram sau muoi tam do”, Alf noi.

“Chua 0i!” Clark thét 1én. “May tiéu that roi!”

“Luc tao roi treong thi van con”, Alf noéi t6i nghe. “N6 nam dau dé giita
& day va cai ta do cta tao.”

“Nhitng mot dam rudi day”, Clark néi. “Bon tao tim khap r6i. Chang
thay dau. Tién mat that r6i.”

“Tim lan nita xem”, t6i ndi, nhung t6i nghi rang Clark néi diing. Poan
dwong bon t6i dén treong rat dong xe cd, khach bd hanh, ngudi dat cho di
dao va cd bon tré di xe dap. Trwa hom ay troi rat dep. Ai cling ra ngoai, tan
huwéng tiét troi xuan. Ai & Wetbridge cling c6 co may bat gdp mot coc tién
cd nam tay ay.

Bon t6i men theo dai 10 Baltic dén cudi duong, di qua dwong 25, r6i di
sang duong Crystal.

“Chac c6 ai da dem cho canh sat mat r6i”, Alf n6i. “Tui minh hay di n6i
do la tién cia minh di.”

“Pung r6i”, téi ndi. “Di n6i v&i canh sat 1a may kiém dwgc bon tram do
nhd ban tap chi khiéu dam cho tré em dy. Tao ca la ho vui khi gitip bon
minh lam.”

Chung t6i luc tim khap ngoc ngach va 16i di. Ca bon ng6i xuéng, soi mat
vao trong 6ng cong. Bon t6i bang qua nhitng bai cd, xGi tung cd dam co
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dai, l1at da 1én cho dén khi trdi t6i den nhv myc khong thé thay gi nita.
Nhung chang ich gi cd. Mot moén tién 16n da mat that roi.

Béch b0 tré vé dai 16 Baltic, Alf 1dy ra danh sach bon muwoi sau tén da tra
trwdc cho nhitng tdm hinh d6c ddo ctia Vanna White. N6 chia nhitng cai tén
thanh ba loai khac nhau: (1) Nhitng tén chac chan sé tom gay né, (2)
Nhitng tén c6 thé sé tébm gay no, (3) Nhitng tén khong da sitc tom gay no.
That khong may, loai cudi cung chd c6 céi tén nao ca.

“Moi chuyén sé 6n thoi”, Clark tran an né. “Ching ta ci¥ vao tiém nhw da
ban di. Chi la may khéng kiém dwoc tién thoi ma.”

To6i khong thich nghe diéu dé.

“Con con ché canh thi sao?” T6i hoi. “Con tay c6m Tackleberry nita?”

“Peé tui tao lo”, Clark néi. “Roi may xem.”

Bon t0i di vao san sau nha Alf va di vao tang ham qua ctta dém. Gia dinh
Alf sé hitu ngdi nha dep nhat trén dai 16 Baltic - hai phong tam, m6t phong
khach va mot phong sinh hoat gia dinh - nhung bon t6i thwong tan gau &
tang ham nha né. D6 la can phong 16n cé san bé tong lanh, twdng bé tong xi
than c6 gié lua va nhitng béng den tran treo trén xa nha. Tang ham day
nhitng mon dé bé di: mot chiéc sofa tim v&i ném rach, mot ta lanh hong,
mot chiéc ban lung lay ma bon t6i thinh thoang choi tro Risk & do, cai may
gidat Maytag khé ram ri trong goc, trong ham nong nac mui bot giat Tide.

O gifta ting ham 1a mot tdm gb dan 16n nidm trén gid cova moc. Sudt
nhiéu nam, Alf dung vi tri nay lam dwong dua xe 6 t6 that oach; cho ay bon
toi tirng danh ca chiéu mwa dé thé nghiém that bai mo hinh Xe dua Cong
thitc 1 ré tién trén nhitng khic cua ngoat. Nhung gio nhitng dwong dua dy
da bi bo di, tdm g6 dan mo phdong dai canh khu phé Wetbridge. Vai tdoa nha
dugc lam tw carton thao ra tv hop dung giay va hop sita. Nhitng toa khac
thi dwoc dung tir d6 choi Lego hay Lincoln Logs. Pang noi la, moi thi
dwgc dung theo ty 1€ han hoi. Nha hang Tuwéng quan Tso, ctra hang xe dap,
nha ga, ctra tiém Zelinsky - moi ctta hiéu va bién hiéu déu dwgc tai dung
theo kich c& thu nho. C6 nhitng chiéc xe hoi nhé xiu, dam cdy nhé va déen
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giao thong con con. Tham chi c6 ca nhirng tai xé dang cai nhau trong bai do
taxi theo c@ nho.

T6i khoanh tron mau vat, khong khéi ngac nhién: “May ton bao lau dé
lam cai nay?”

Clark nhin vai: “Bén muoi gio? Hay ndam muwoi cling nén?”

“Khong dugc dé cé bat cit sai so6t nao”, Alf néi. “Xem nay.”

No vGi tay dén bién ap dién cii va bat cong tac. Nhw c6 ma thuat, mot
canh sat c® nhé buwdc xuong duwong Market r6i ré 1én Lafayette, di tudn tra
ca khu virc mot vong theo hinh s6 tdm. V&i quai ham vuéng vitc, mai téc
hii cua, ga dung that 1a Tackleberry roi.

“May lam thé nao ma hay vay?” Toi hoi.

“Nhitng duwong dua xe ay”, Clark n6i. “Chung duwgc dan keo vao duéi
16p go dan.”

“Bon tao theo ddi duwong di cta han ta 1au roi”, Alf giai thich. “Han ta di
theo ding hinh s6 tdm c nira tiéng mot lan. Ngay ltic bang qua nha hang
Twéng quan Tso, nén chiing ta phai canh thoi gian tiép can hgp ly.”

Tén canh sat phat ra am thanh u u khi vong qua khuc cua, quay vong
theo duong dua. T6i ngoi xudng, cli nguwoi dwdi ban dé muc kich thiét ké
nay. Mot t6 hgp day dan bén vao nhau bén duwdi 16p go dan, cung cap dién
cho nguon anh sang ctda tda nha. Bay 1a m6 hinh an twgng nhat ma toi tirng
thay.

Clark ddy dau may xe ltta theo HO scale* ra khéi nha ga: “Chuyén xe
Itra cudi cung tit New York sé dén vao ltiic nira dém nén chiing ta bat dau
lic mwdi hai redi. Lic do, ca con pho nay la caa ching ta.”

HO scale (1/87) la mot trong nhitng loai ty 1é ctia mo hinh duwdng sat.

“Con Arnold Schwarzenegger thi sao?” Toi hoi. “Diéu gi sé xdy ra khi
chuing ta danh thitc cai S& thud chét tiét ay?”

“Khong van dé”, Clark néi. “Cach giai quyét day.” N6 dé ba nhan vat
hanh dong bang nhya vao khu dau xe dang sau nha hang Twéng quan Tso.
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“Tao lam He-Man, may la Papa Smurf, con Alf la Alf.”
“Tao lam He-Man duwgc khong?” Alf hoi.

Clark cha quan tdm dén cau hoi: “Ching ta hen nhau & dang sau nha
hang Twéng Tso lic mwdi hai rudi. Chung ta tron sau thung rac di dong cho
dén khi Tack bat dau di vong quanh. Ngay lic dé, ching ta cé ding ba
muoi phuit dé vao va ra khdi ctra hang.” N6 nhan vao dong ho bam gid nhé
phia bén ban, nhitng con s6 hién thi bang den LED dé bat dau dém lui tw
00:30:00. “Nhiéu thoi gian hon ching ta can day”, né néi thém. “Ching ta
c6 thé hoan thanh ca qua trinh trong nam phut.”

“Con con ché thi sao?” T6i nhac lai.

Alf mim cwoi: “May sé khoai chuyén nay.”

“Pung, chu y nay”, Clark n6i. “He-Man va Papa Smurf bat dau leo theo
cau thang thoat hiém trong khi Alf chay xuong 16i di.” N6 cho nhan vat
hanh dong chay hoc toc xuyén qua 16i di dén tridc nha hang Twéng quan
Tso. “O day c6 mot 16i di tach biét cho can nha hai tAng. C6 ca chudng ctia
riéng nita.” Bon né con lam mot mo hinh chuéng cira, Clark day chubng
bing cai cang cia né. Anh sdng ctia mot cdy thong Gidng sinh soi té ctia s6
tang hai cia nha hang Twéng quan Tso, mot con chip am thanh bé xiu (ly
ra tt* mot con thu nhéi bong) bat dau sta ang ang.

“Bon tao thr dém qua r6i”, Alf gii thich. “Lao Tso mat ba phut dé leo
xuong lau, con cho sé di theo, ltc lac céi dau cta n6. Trong khi 1do ta mat
tap trung, ching ta sé leo cau thang lén néc.”

“Tro pha chudng ctra a?” T6i hdi. “Ké hoach ctia tui may la thé?”

Clark nhuan vai: “D6i khi cach tot nhat lai 1a cach hién nhién nhat.”

“Con cai 16i di thi sao?” T6i héi. “Chiing ta van phai bang qua 16i ay.”

Clark bat que keo muit giita hai n6c nha dé git* thang bang: “Bon tao da
dé mot thanh go trén néc nha hang roi. Chiing ta sé dung né lam mot cay
cau. Pi qua ctra hang xe dap ro6i chiing ta vé nha an toan.”
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T6i quan sat tat ca nhitng thit &y v6i noi s¢ 16n dan. Hai tuan qua, Clark
va Alf da 1én ké hoach vdi tat ca nang lwgng va chat xdm ma t6i da do vao
Phdo dai cdm. Bon n6 da tinh toan moi thit, nhwng van con thiéu mot manh
ghép quan trong.

“Ma bao dong”, Alf n6i. “Khi nao bon tao cé n6?”

“Kho day”, toi noi.

“Kho?” Alf hoi lai.

“Kho cai gi?” Clark tiép tuc. “Kho thé nao?”

“Tao dang co. Tao dén d6 moi ngay nhw bon minh da ban. Nhung cit bay
gio t0i bo con bé do6 lai da dit tao ra khéi ctta. Tao chwa ting thay ong ta
lam gi vd&i cai bao dong cad.”

Alf thét 1én: “May phdi cay hong con bé do dé 1dy cai mat ma cho dugc,
nhé khong? May dén pha ba chwa?”

“Chwa.”

“Pha hai? Hay bat ct pha nao?”

“Co dy khong nhu thé.”

“Tyler n6i con bé dé hitng tinh hon cd khi nita kia. Han n6i han phai dap
nho d6 mét gay cho chira dy.”

“Tyler 1a tén nham nhi. T4t cd nhitng chuyén han néi déu la phia ra ca.
Tui may tin séi c6 la han da tirng ngu v6i Senora Fernandez a?”

Alf tréng iu xiu, giong nhw t6i vira tiét 16 chang c6 6ng gia Noel nao hét.
“Téat nhién la tao tin. Han noi c6 ta rén 1én bang tiéng Tay Ban Nha.”

“Han noi ldo day. Han néi gat tat cd moi chuyén. Mary Zelinsky cam
ghét Tyler. Dén thién thu co dy cling sé chang day dwa véi loai nhw han.”

“Sao may biét?” Clark hoi toi.

“Co ay noi thé. Tyler mudn trom doé trong tiém cua ho. Lé ra ho da bao
canh sat bat han day.”
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Alf khéng muon nghe nita. N6 dang xem xét mo6 hinh khu phé
Wetbridge, stra lai vi tri cia tiém thu6c Crenshaw. Mat n6 trang béch, dau
c lac lw mai. “Khéng c6 cai ma bao dong thi ching ta tiéu réi. Cé bon
muoi sdu tén san sang dap tao. May phai dé tao lam di.”

“Lam gi?”

“Ldy cai ma bao dong”, Alf no6i. “May khong thyc hién dwoc théa thuan
thi dé tao.”

Y twéng cta né that ky cuc, t6i cudi 16n: “May khong phai gu cia cb
ay.”

To6i biét toi vira lam né gian, theo cach nao dé thi to6i cham dén long tw ai
ctia né. “A, ¥ may 1a may md&i 1a gu cta con bé d6? Con bé dé thich mdy
thang gay tro xwong vdi cai can nho xiu?”

“Tao khong néi tao la gu ctia c6 dy nhé. Tao chi néi may khéng phai
th6i.”

Trong goc tang ham, chi€c may gidt chuyén sang ché do vat, quan ao
xoay ddo vong vong, tao ra nhitng tiéng “thum thum thum...”

“Co lé tao khong phai gu cua con bé d6”, Alf néi, “nhung tao dau co
muon cwdi dita con gai nhw nd. Tao chi mudn qua dwong théi. Bam bam,
cam on quy c6! A, nhan tién, ma hé théng bao dong 1a gi thé?”

Trong dau toi thoang hién ra hinh dnh Alf v6 1ay Mary 6m c6 ay day co
xuong nén phong tring bay hang.

“May khong dugc lam thé”, t6i noi.

“Thé 1am con bé dé hitng thu thi sao nhi?”

“Tao khong biét.”

“Thay khong, van dé nam ¢ d6. May & do hai tuan va may cha biét gi
cal”

Clark néi vai cau nhang xi dé ha nhiét bau khong khi, nhung t6i va Alf
cha quan tdm. Tiéng mdy giat moi ldc mét 1én hon, “bum bum bum
bum...” nhung ca bon chang ai buéc dén tat no.
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Alf di dén ké go noi me no trit d6 an thtra khi chan thitc an trong bép da
chat. Trong dé chat nhiéu dé an vat dén kinh ngac.

“Con bé do thich cai nao hon?” Alf hoi. “Banh Twinkle hay Oreo?”

To6i khong tra 10i. To6i biét n6 dang co Iira t6i dé chitng minh diéu gi do.

“Bo di”, Alf ndi, no lay chai sird hwong socola Hershey. “Cai nay ngon
nay. Tao sé do cai nay lén vai chd riéng tw, may hiéu tao dang néi gi
khong?”

Clark lai n6i mot cau ngd ngan, nhung giong né khuat 1ap giita tiéng on
xung quanh. T6i chdp mat vai lan, c6 gang gat bé hinh anh kia khoi dau.

“Piéu thu vi 1a, cap nui doi cta con bé do6 cling kha”, Alf tiép tuc. “Phan
dé thi tao thich day. Céi 4o nguwe né roi ngam nhitng trai dwa vang ra. May
nghi ti n6 thé nao?”

T6i day no, that manh. T6i khong mudn lam n6 dau. Chi can né im di la
dwgc. Nhung lyc day khién Alf nga duai vé phia sau, dé 1én mé hinh pho
Wetbridge, 1am d6 sup m6 hinh nha ga Lego. Nhitng chiéc xe hoi do ti tan
trén thém. Nén go dan 1at cai gia cwa, ca mo hinh Wetbridge sup do. Diéu
nay tham chi cling khong lam Alf ngdm mom lai.

“Cai quai gi thé, Billy? May sao thé?” N6 xoay cai m6 hinh lai, ddm v&
tiém thuéc Crenshaw, giam lén cira hang xe dap, nhw con Godzilla khong 16
giam nat Tokyo. “Day la y cia may! May xung phong lam diéu nay!”

T6i san sang tw thé dam né lan nita. Ngay khi n6 ditng day t6i lai dinh
day n6 ngd nhao xudng. “Tranh xa c6 dy ra”, toi noéi. “Néu may lai gan
Mary, tao sé noi vGi Zelinsky ké hoach ctia may, 6ng ta sé goi canh sat do!”

Ba cta Alf hét hai chay tir cau thang ham xu6ng, vay diéu thu6c va nhac
cau em cua Alf trén hong: “Chuyén gi vay may dia?”

To6i chay ngang qua mat ba ay chay ra khoanh san roi tréo qua hang rao
mat cao dan vao nghia trang Cong gido. Troi t6i den, nhuwng t6i da nam
long tirng ngd ngach noi nay tit cd ngéi mé vaéi nhitng cai tén ky qudc, ca
nhitng cai hang thé tir doi tdm hoanh va nhitng con lach ngoan ngoéo chdy
qua nhitng mo chi.
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T6i chay dén cho cay s6i gia bén phia xa nghia trang, cai cay nhw la khu
tong hanh dinh ctia bon t6i cho dén khi bon t6i qua ngau dé khéng con tréo
cay nita. D6 luon la diém hen bi mat ctia bon t6i sau moi lan gap chuyén
tay dinh, noi bon t6i cé thé ban tan moi thit ma khong sg bi bo me nghe 1én.

Co6 nhitng dau chan mdi, vo keo Bazooka viong vai quanh than cdy, ro
rang bon nhdoc nao d6 da chiém lay no r6i. May thanh g6 ma bon t6i da
dong vao than cay van con do, toi leo Ién cho canh cdy cao nhat, mot cai
canh cong tan rong du dé t6i nga lung nhu cai vong. Tt do cao nay t6i co
thé thay sau lan xe lwu thong am am bang qua Garden State Parkway gan
dé. Toi vai Alf va Clark ting trdi qua ca mua he trén ngon cay nay chai tro
James Bond hay Indiana Jones hay bat ctt phim nao chiéu trén ti vi dém
trugc.

Dbay khong phai 16i cta t6i. T6i da ty nhu nhw thé. Trwdc day kha lau, t6i
da muon xem nhitng tdm hinh cia Vanna White - that ra bit ky ga nao &
My ciing muén nghia hinh ctia Vanna White - nhung t6i chwa bao gio dong
thuan véi nhitng thit nay: nhitng bitc dnh sao in mau bang may Xerox,
nhitng ca dat hang tra truedc, khoan 10i 1ai. Khong phai 16i cia t6i ma Alf
lam mat dong tién ngu ngdc do, hay bon muoi sdu ga kia sap phanh thay
né. Téi khéng muén n6i déi Mary. Nhat la sau khi c6 dy da gitp t6i nhw
thé. Sau cai hom ndi chuyén trén néc nha dwdi bong hoang hon va sau lan
co dy cham vao tay toi trong lic ctp dién, toi biét c6 diéu gi dé khang khac
dang xdy ra. T6i chwa biét goi chuyén dé la gi, nhung t6i sé khong dé Alf
hay Clark pha hong no.
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1800 REM *** BONUS LIFE ***

1810 LIVES=LIVES+1

1820 FOR 1=0 TO 24:POKE L1+1,0

1830 NEXT I:SP=10

1840 POKE L1,150:POKE L1+1,SP

1850 POKE L1+5,0:POKE L1+6,240

1860 POKE L1+24,15:POKE L1+4,17

1870 FOR SP=10 TO 250 STEP 4

1880 POKE L1+1,SP:NEXT:FOR T=0 TO 100
1890 NEXT T: RETURN

Im

Chiéu mudn hém 4y, khi tr& vé nha, toi nghe tiéng nhitng giong n6i quen
thudc vong lai tir nha bép.

“Nguyén vong dau tién ctia chdu la MIT, chac chan ro6i, nhwng né con
phu thudc vao hoc bong. Vi chau la con gai, néu chau gilt dugc mirc diém
4,0, chac chan chau sé gianh mot suat.”

“Chau duoc 4,0 a? Toan diém A u?”

“Rutgers hay Hoc vién Stevens la nguyén vong thit hai, vi chau sé di hoc
gan nha. Chau van c6 thé gap bo chau vao cudi tuan.”

Me t6i va Mary dang ngo6i & goc an sang, uéng tra noi chuyén nhw nhitng
nguoi ban gia. Me gilt gin goc nay tinh twom, nhung né can ca dong tién dé
tu stta. L&p vai son 16t trén san nha bép da cong 1én tai cac dwong nodi, may
goc co rum. Voi nwdc trong bon rira mat da hong nén me con t6i dung cai
VOi twdi & veeon bat vao qua ctta s6. May thit nay chang khién t6i mdy ban
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tam, song chung véi ching 1au roi, to6i con chang chu y dén. Nhung khi
Mary duwong dot téi, toi nhin chiing bang cdp mat méi.

“Sao cau lai ¢ day?” Taoi hoi.

“Vi tro choi day”, Mary néi. “Chiing ta khong c6 nhiéu thdgi gian dau.”

Co0 dy dwong nhu khong té vé boi roi vi cai nha bép. Co ay ngoi udng tra
trong cai tach mé bén cai ban nhya Formica chong chénh nhw ching hoan
toan lanh lan vay.

“Mary tim thay dia chi cua ching ta trén cuén danh ba dién thoai”, me
toi gidi thich, nhw thé dy la ngén nghé cta chinh Sherlock Holmes vay. To6i
c6 thé ndi la ba dang lang lang trén may: day la lan dau tién ba chao dén
mot hoc sinh toan diém A vao nha. “Con bé noéi tro choi ctia con hay lam,
con c6 thé dung né dé xin vao trwong dai hoc day. Giong nhw la mot bai
luan dac biét.” Pa lau réi mai thay ba hitng tha nhuw thé, ké tir khi Thai tw
Charles két hon cing Cong nwong Diana, va toi ghét phai pha v& do vong
cua ba.

“Tro choi dé khong choi duwgc”, toi néi. “N6 chang di dén dau ca.” Ban
sao cuon Hoc ngon ngir mdy trong 30 ngay cua Mary dang lat mé trén ban,
t0i muon virt né ra khéi nha bép ludn dy. “Tui con da lam moi thit ma cuén
sach nham nay no6i. Tui con theo chi dan sat sao dén titng chit. Nhung né
khong choi dugc.”

“Putng d6”, Mary n6i. Co ay dang chom qua céi ban, mdt rang ngdi han
1én, khai mé& mot bi mat ma c6 dy khong muon gitt kin nita. “Minh ci suy
nghi vé diéu twong ty: Ching ta da lam theo moi diéu cuén sach day.
Chung ta theo sat titng chit mot. R6i dén lic minh chot nhan ra, Will, gia st
cudn sach do sai thi sao?”

Luc dau, t6i khong hiéu y co ay. Toi dwgc khuyén nghi tin rang moi diéu
trong sach han la xac dang. Sach do tac gia viét va dugc bién tap vién chinh
stta lai. Ching dugc tao ra béi nhitng ngwoi chuyén nghiép c6 giao duc va
tri tué, ho kiém tra ki lwdng truedc khi dem di in. Hién tai 1a nam 1987 va t6i
mudi bon tudi, chac khong cé chuyén sach sai dugc.
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Mary lat cac trang dén cho so do cta bo nhé may 64. “Ching ta toan
nhing ML vao 4915”, c6 dy ndi, “nhung con sé d6 han da bi in sai. Cau
nhin so do di, c6 mot con s6 bi mat, 1a con s6 2 da bi mat. Ching ta can
49152.”

biéu nay that hién nhién, t6i khong tin dwgc la t6i khong nhan ra diéu
nay sém hon. Tat ca nhitng chwong trinh nhap vao trén may to tap chi yéu
thich cda t6i déu dwoc nap thanh 49152. D6 la dai 16n nhat ctia dung lvgng
lwu trit ML mién phi trong RAM cta may 64. Tat nhién dé la 49152!

“Cau hoan toan dung”, to6i noi.

“Minh biét ma”, Mary tra 10i.

“Pay han la ly do.”

“Pung thé!”

“Pgi da”, me t6i noi. “49152 la cai gi vay?”

Khong c6 thoi gian dé giai thich. T6i mudn thi ngay lap titc, nhung ban
chép tro choi cua téi da & phong trung bay hang roi.

“Phai chi minh c6 cai dia”, toi noi.

Nhu than dén, Mary lay tir trong vi ctia c6 dy ra mot chiéc dia mém véi
logo Planet Will trén do. “Cai may 64 cta cau dau?”

T6i chay vé phong, bat may tinh. Chac cd thdp ky roi t6i khéng don
giwong. Trén san la bai chién tredng, nao la quan sip do, dia ban va nhitng
t0 tap chi yéu thich lat tung, nhwng chang c6 thoi gian dé thu don hay cam
thdy & mat. T6i mé 16i di tir cita cho dén ban may tinh, Mary lan theo ngay
sau lung toi v6i vé mat khong khoi kinh hon. Twong va tran dan day nhitng
ap phich cua nguwoi mau do tam - Elle Macpherson va Paulina Porizkova,
Kathy Ireland va Carol Alt. Ho dang lan 1é bo trwon khap twdng trong
nhitng trang thai thiéu vai, mot quang canh ky do xung quanh chiéc giwong
cua toi.

Me ciing noi got di theo. “Nha c6 khong c6 nhiéu khach ghé choi”, ba
giai thich v6i Mary. “Hau nhu moi ngay c6 chi khép ctta phong va phét 1o
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né di.”

T6i day tro choi vao trong bo nhé r6i chinh sita ma, thay 4915 thanh
49152. Khi t6i nhan mit CHAY, man hinh chuyén den va chang c6 gi xdy
ra. TGi ty trdn an vi thong bao 16i khong thé tranh khoi.

Nhung r6i m6t ngon ndi troi day tv dwdi man hinh, troi 1én mat dat theo
dé6 la mat dat rung chuyén va nham thach phun trao. Bay tén khong 16 dang
gam g trén dinh ndi - by tén khac nhau, tat ca di chuyén riéng biét theo y
ching. Nang cong chua bi giam trong long ctii, treo 1o Ittng bdi nhitng sgi
xich vat qua dinh ndi.

“Me kiép...” T6i thi tham.

Me danh nhe vao vai toi.

“Di chuyén ngudi hung di”, Mary néi. “Dé xem bon khong 16 c6 dudi
theo chang ta khong.”

Nguwoi hung dwgc dat phia dwdi man hinh, san sang xong vao phéao dai.
To6i v6i 1ay can diéu khién, chang ta 1wt dén trwedc, di 1én swon nii, bong
nhién tranh né dam khoéng 16 tia ra tir moi phia. N6 nhanh gap tram, ma cé
1& gdp ngan lan trwdc day. T6i bam niat “chién” va chang ta vung kiém, vo
hiéu hoa mot tén khong 16 bang mot nhat chém man nhan. Tro choi cé giao
dién va cach choi gan ding nhw cach ma t6i hinh dung ltic ban dau.

“Sao roi con?” Me toi hoi.

T6i quay lai, 6m lay me, ba thé gap day phan khich. Ba may thang réi toi
chwa 6m me. Nhuwng t6i phai lam gi d6. Toi lo l1a néu t6i c* dan mat vao
man hinh, chac t6i sé mit w6t mat.
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1900 REM *** VICTORY SCREEN *#*
1910 PRINT “{CLR}{12 CSR DWN}”

1920 PRINT “YOU ESCAPED THE FORTRESS!”
1930 IF LIVES>3 THEN SCORE=SCORE+500
1940 IF LIVES=3 THEN SCORE=SCORE+300
1950 IF LIVES=2 THEN SCORE=SCORE+200
1960 IF LIVES=1 THEN SCORE=SCORE-+100
1970 PRINT “YOUR SCORE IS ”;SCORE

1980 PRINT “YOUR RANK IS ”;RANK$

1990 RETURN

Im

Hai ngay sau do, Mary va toi lam viéc khong ngirng nghi. Sau khi chinh
stta vong lap chinh cada tro choi, ching t6i bat dau chén nhitng chi tiét do
hoa nho gitp cho trdi nghiém cudc choi thu vi. Chiung t6i thiét ké canh
twgng khai hoan cho ngwoi choi gidi citu dwgc céng chia triede khi hét thoi
gian; nguwoi hung va cong chua sé nhdy 1én vui mung, nhdy mua theo diép
khuc Everybody Have Fun Tonight cua ban nhac Wang Chung. Tham chi
con thém maot phu ban dé nguwdi choi gia tang s6 diém.

May thao tac nay cuc ky kho nhung bon toi lam nhw choi vay. Vach dich
nam trong tam mat roi, gio' ching t6i da tién rat gan, khong diéu gi c6 thé
lam nhut chi chung t6i ntta. Bon t0i cwoi noi va khong con quan tam khi c6
khach hang lam gian doan cong viéc, héi bon t6i kep buém & dau. Toi con
ban dugc chiéc may danh chit dau tién nita, cho mdt hoc sinh Rutgers dang
gap rut hoan thanh bai tap 16n cudi ky.
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Nhitng bubi sang, tdi dap xe dén tredng mot minh. Vao gio an trua, toi
lam viéc & thw vién treong, vi téi biét Alf va Clark chang mu6n day dwa véGi
toi. T6i chwa néi chuyén véi bon né ké tir vu du da & tang ham nha Alf.
Bon t6i lwét qua nhau trong sanh bén ngoai phong nhac, tui n6 con chang
thém nhin t6i. Dudng nhw t6i tang hinh r6i ay! To6i cling chang ban tam dén
viéc dy lam.

Dém trdc han chot ctia cudce thi, Zelinsky ma ctra tiém dén muwoi gio dé
Mary va toi c6 thé lam viéc tré. Ong ay cit loay hoay chat hang Ién ké va
danh bong nhitng cai bat Itta c6, nhwng sau mot héi 6ng ay cling chang con
viéc gi dé lam. Cudi cung, 6ng dem t0 Wall Street Journal vao phia sau cira
tiém, ngoi bén mot trong so nhitng cai ban trong phong treng bay hang, hut
ong diéu trong khi doc bao. Cudn bang cat-sét van quay vong quay vo tan
ctia n6 - Hall & Oates r6i Howard Jones va Joe Cocker - doi khi toi nghe ca
tiéng Zelinsky nham theo 16i bai hat ma khong rdi to bao. Cé 1€ diéu do xay
ra trong vo thitc, ngay khi nhan ra, 6ng ay lién im lang. Nhung chi vai phuit
sau, ong ay lai bat dau nghéu ngao.

Khoang chin gid, Mary di vé sinh (c6 ay hay di lam, chac la ngwoi c6 bo
bai tiét kém nhat ma toi tirng biét), Zelinsky ndéi vong ra tir sau td bao: “Sap
t¢i Mary c6é mot chuyén di. Mot trong nhitng khéa hoc he. Con bé sé & DC
gan hét thang 7.”

“Vang”, t6i noi. “Co dy sé vé vao dau thang 8.”

Toi da biét diéu nay vi Rutgers da cong bo nguwoi thang cudc thi vao
ngay 5 thang 8, Mary muon ca hai dén nhan giai.

T& béo sot soat khi Zelinsky 14t trang. Ong &y vita doc vira néi chuyén
Vi toi: “Co thé ta sé can gitp do trong khi con bé di vang. Nhat 1a v4i may
tinh. Phong tredng hgp cé ai dé hoi han gi d6. Cong thém viéc chat hang
1én ké va don dep nita. Ta nghi dén viéc tra bon dé moi gio.”

T6i nhan ra 6ng ay dang dé nghi t6i mot cong viéc. May dita ban hoc ctia
toi tim dwgc viéc ¢ Burger King hay Roy Rogers da may man lam roi, vay
ma Zelinsky con cé nha y trd cong cho t6i dé lam viéc v&i may tinh. Mot
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cong viéc thye sy c6 may diéu hoa va mic lwong trén nguwdng trung binh
nira.

“Chéu khong thé”, t6i noi.

“Tai sao khong?”

La vi dot thuc tdp ¢ Cong ty Cosmex ngu ngoc dy. Chang thé thoat khoi
né, néu toéi mudn 1én 16p mudi. Nhung t6i khong thé phan bua chuyén nay
v6i Zelinsky. Ong ay va Mary khong biét t6i 1a dita “ddi s6” trong 16p, toi
r6t mon Da va subi, chac chan la to6i khéng mudn vach 4o cho ho xem lung.

“Chi la khong thé thoi a.”

Zelinsky khong gap bao lai nén to6i khong nhin duwgc vé mat ctia 6ng ay.
Nhung toi biét toi vira lam 6ng ay phat y: “Tuy nhoc.”

“Chau wéc la chau c6 thé di lam”, téi thém vao. “Nhung chau c6 viéc
khac.”

Ong dy hing giong, 1at sang trang khac: “Lam cho xong di, Will. Ta
muon vé nha s6m.”
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2000 REM *** VICTORY THEME MUSIC *#**
2010 READ QL:READ Q2:READ Q3:READ Q4
2020 READ Q5:IF Q1=0 THEN 4500

2030 POKE W1,17:POKE W2,17:POKE W3,21
2040 POKE H1,Q1:POKE L1,Q2:POKE H2,Q3
2050 POKE L2,Q4:POKE H3,Q1/4

2060 POKE L3,Q2/4

2070 FOR J=1 TO Q5:NEXT J

2080 POKE W1,16:POKE W2,16:POKE W3,16
2090 RETURN

Im

Bo6n gid chiéu thit Sdu, Mary tuyén bé tro choi da hoan tat, nhung toi c
doi chinh do6i twa dé trén man hinh. T6i chinh ma dé tro choi bat dau véi
thong bao sau:

PHAO PAI CAM
Tro choi do Will Marvin va Mary Zelinsky dong thuc hién
Ban quyén © nam 1987 Radical Planet

“Nay, thoi ma”, Mary néi. “Minh chang can céng nhan gi dau.”

“Cau xirng dang vdi diéu do”, t6i noi. “Néu khong c6 cau, minh sé chang
biét dén ngon ngit may.”

“Con Radical Planet la gi?”

“Cong ty méi cua tui minh”, t6i giai thich. “Minh két hgp hai céi tén
Radical Music va Planet Will 1ai.”
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“Radical Planet”, c¢6 ay nhac lai, kiém tra cai tén. “Ciing khong té.”

Cura tiém c6 rat nhiéu loai phong bi citng, hat x6p déng hop va cac vat
dung chuyén hang. Zelinsky khuyén khich bon t6i cit dung bat ci¢ thit gi
can thiét cé ¢ trong nha. “Sau bao nhiéu cong sttc”, 6ng dy noi, “ta khong
muon cai dia tro choi ciia bon con bi xwéc do may dong goi & buu dién.”

bén khi Mary hoan thanh, géi hang trong nhw c6 thé chiu dwng ct no
ctia bom hat nhan, bon t6i dan du tem dé dwa né di vong quanh thé gidi.
Bon t6i roi tiém, di qua ba khu nha doc dwong Market, dén buu dién va chi
con vai phut nita 1a dong ctra. HOp thuw ngoai tién sanh dat tam bién ghi Lay
thw lan cudi liic 5:00.

T6i tim dén cho tay cam: “Chac chi cau may thoi.”

“DPgi da”, Mary néi. “Ding yén.”

“Sao thée?”

“Long mi cta cau.” C6 dy dua tay nhe nhang quét xwong go ma cua toi,
gitr 1ay sgi 1ong mi trén ngon tré. RoOi co6 dy chia né ra dé t6i co thé thuc
hién diéu wdc. “Pung lic day.”

Néu nhu t6i wéc minh thang cudc thi thi chac téi da ké cau chuyén khac
roi. Co6 1@ toi nén vé nha va moi thit sé két thic theo cach khac. Gio thi tro
choi da hoan thanh, t6i khong con ly do dé lang vang quanh tiém nita,
nhung to6i wéc rang to6i da lam thé. T6i mudn lam gi do, toi mudn an mirng,
t6i mudn di ra ngoai. T6i thdi sgi 1ong mi va dé ctra hop thw déng sap lai.

“Ching minh sé thang”, Mary khang dinh. “Sgi 16ng mi d6 néi vay.”

Bon t6i ding dinh tré vé. Giao thong trén duong Market gid tan tam
nhich tirng chit mot, hai bén via hé day nguwoi di lam vé. Nhiét d6 lac nay
da 1én hon hai muoi sdu do, nhitng doanh nhan vat do trén canh tay. Ntta
doan dwong veé, bon t6i di ngang qua Regal, mot rap chiéu bong nhéd &
Wetbridge. O mai cira vao c6 tring thong bao tén by phim dang trinh chiéu,
nhung hiém khi Regal du ky ty dé dua day du tén bo phim nén gidi chu rut
gon thanh nhitng ky ty viét tat hay nhitng kiéu ngir am ky la. May nam nay
ho da chiéu nhitng phim CROKODYL DUNDY, LITTL SHP OV HORRS va
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FERRS BLLR DAY OUGH. bai luc, the thach gidi ma tén phim con thu vi
hon 1a xem b6 phim thye sw. Hom nay cho mai ctra c6 dong: SME KND OV
WNDRFL.

“Some Kind of Wonderful”, Mary noi.

Toi chra nghe bao gio: “Cau mudn xem khong?”

“Minh xem ba lan r6i”, c6 ay giai thich.

“).”

“Nhwng minh thue sy muén di nita. Phim nay hay lam.”

To6i chay u vé nha an to6i voi vang, nhung vi boi roi qua nén chang dam
an nhiéu. Me nhin dia an cda t6i khong khéi thac mac. Miéng thit chwa
dung vao thi khéng gidng t6i moi ngay ti nao. “Con 6n chi?”

“Con 6n.”

“T6i nay con dinh lam gi?”

“Pi xem phim.”

“Vai Alf va Clark?”

“V6i Mary”, toi dap.

Me chang néi gi, chi gat dau, hét nhw t6i di xem phim vd&i bon con gai
thwong xuyén dy. Toi di tam, trong cai quan tdy Bulge Boy odch nhat vdi
chiéc 4o so mi c6 6 cai nit Ocean Pacific. Vira ra khéi phong tam, t6i thay
t0 hai muwoi d6 méi cau trén ti d6. Khong mot td ghi chd, khéng mot 10i
giai thich. T6i di ra phong khach dé caAm on me, nhung ba da di 1am r6i.

To6i quay lai Regal - t6i khong muon dap xe dén, t0i lo chiéc xe sé khién
toi trong nhu thang nhdc ay - va téi thay Mary dang ditng duwdi mai cira. Co
dy van mac 4o thun va chiéc vay lic ndy. Bong dung t6i thay minh that ngd
ngan khi chung dién.

“Nhin ciu banh day”, c6 ay noi.

“Minh lam dinh pizza trén chiéc 4o kia”, t6i gidi thich. “Pay la bo sach
duy nhat minh c6.”
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“Chung ta di mua vé th6i”, co dy noi.

Rap Regal la toa nha xay bang gach nhé cé tir thdi con phuc vu cac
chwong trinh tap k¥, gid né chi la rap chiéu bong hang hai dang thoi thép
canh tranh v@i cac dau may video, truyén hinh cap va cac khu mua sam
phttc hgp. Nguwoi ta don rang chti nhan da hon tram tudi. Ba ay tw tay ban
vé, phuc vu béng ng6 lanh va nwéc ngot, mé may chiéu va dac biét la tw
ch6i bat ct ai dén tré. Ngang nhién chong doi luat phong chay cuia
Wetbridge, ba ay con khoéa cac ctra ra vao ngay lic phim bat dau dé bon
nhoc khéi 1én vao xem ma khong tra tién vé. Moi ngwoi nhu toi déu biét ba
ay duwgc goi la Mu Gia Bién vi dang di gu lung va miéng lwGi sac nhw dao
cao, nhung Mary niém nd chao hoi ba ay tai ctra s6 quay vé nhu hai ngudoi
ban cii gap nhau. “Xin chao, ba Beckenbauer”, c6 ay noéi. “Chuyén di kham
mat cta ba thé nao?”

Mu Gia Bién ngé ra ngoai tdim kinh 6 ban, mim cwoi. T6i chwa bao gio
thdy ba dy cuwdi véi ai ca. Cho dén luc dé, t6i con chang tin ba dy c6 rang.
“Pay la lan thit ba cau ay cho ba thudc gian mat”, ba dy noéi, chép mat lién
tuc. “Chau nhin con nguoi cia ba nay! Ching nhw dong xu vay!”

Mary quay sang toi: “Day la ban ctua chau, Will.”

Mu Gia Bién soi mat nhin t6i v6i hai con ngwoi mé 16n. T6i da dén day
ca ta lan roi, nhung ba ay khong nhan ra to6i. “Rat vui dwgc gap chau, Will.
Cac chau sé thich bo phim nay, n6 hay lam.” Bon t6i muon trd tién nhung
ba ay tr chdi; hon nita, bon t6i con dwgc tang mot goi keo déo. “Bap rang
sé c6 trong vai phtt nita, néu bon chau thich.”

Con rat nhiéu nguwoi van dang chd mua vé nén Mary va t6i di vao trong
rap. “Ba dy dén tiém nha minh méi ngay day”, Mary giai thich. “Mot goi
thudc 14 Virginia Slim va mét t& Wall Street Journal. Ba dy va me minh
thwong néi chuyén ca gio dong ho.”

“Cau biét hét thady moi ngudi dang lam viéc trong thi trdn nay a?”

“Ciing kha nhiéu day.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Rap Regal mang nét dep thudc hang c6 dién. C6 mot tam man nhung dé,
cho dan nhac va tirng ch6 ngoi theo 16 cho khan gia dac biét, nhitng birc
twong duwgc trang tri bang chan dung ctia nhitng ng6i sao man bac: Clark
Gable, Greta Garbo, Fred Astaire. N0 khong phai Hoi trvong Carnegie,
nhung néu ban la c¢6 cdu méi muwdi bon tudi dau 16n 1én & Wetbridge vao
nam 1987 thi ban sé nghi trai nghiém nay that quy phai.

Rap chi c6 phan nira lvgng khach xem, bon t6i khong khé tim duwgc cho
ngoi ¢ gitta. Khi chiing t6i an toa, mot c6 gai bén kia 16i di dwa mat nhin vé
phia Mary va budng 10i chao. C6 ay ng6i vdi mot ngudi dan 6ng va mot
phu ni¥, c6 1é 1a b6 me c6 dy. Ho mai néi chuyén véi nhau va chang nhin
qua.

“Xin chao”, Mary noi.

Bong dung c6 gai quay mat di, nhin cham cham vao bitc man thay vi tiép
tuc cudc noi chuyeén.

“Ban cau a?” Tai hoi.

“Tirng la ban”, Mary néi va nhuin vai. “Cé ay la Sharon Boyd. Bon minh
choi than vdi nhau tir nhd, nhung sau do6 cé 1é cd6 &y mudn da minh di.”

“Chuyén gi da xay ra?”

“Truong hoc, minh nghi thé.” C6 ay lai nhun vai. “Néi that 1a, hién gio
minh chang cé nhiéu ban.”

Nghe c6 vé kho tin. Moi nguoi ¢ cita tiém déu yéu mén Mary. C6 1é nira
ta khach quen ghé vao mua bao hay thudc 1a déu héi tham Mary - giong
nhu me c6 &y méi mat hai ngay truedc chi khong phai hai nam trude: “Cau
c6 nhiéu ban ma. Ching ta vira c6 hai vé xem phim mién phi nay ding
khong?”

“O trwong thi khac 1dm”, ¢6 ay néi. “Trueong St. Agatha giéng nhw phim
The Breakfast Club ay. Moi ngudi déu choi theo nhom. Nhitng c6 gai dam
mé thé thao, nhitng c6 diu dang, nhitng c6 nang tiéc tuing. Nhung chang cé
mot noi cho minh. Thé nén mac nhién minh tr¢ thanh Ally Sheedy*.”
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Ally Sheedy: nit dién vién kiém tac gia ngwoi My, dién vién chinh trong
phim The Breakfast Club (Hoi diém tam) nam 1985.

“Cang thang qua a?”

“Minh nghiém tic ddy. Ho tranh minh. Giong nhw minh mac bénh truyén
nhiém vay.”

T6i biét rd c¢6 dy cam thdy thé nao. “Dé minh noi cdu nghe”, t6i ndi.
“Radical Planet sé thay do6i moi thit. Phdo dai cdm chi la buwéc khai dau.
Chung minh sé€ lam viéc cung nhau. Cau va minh. Chung minh sé gay dung
n6 thanh mot cong ty hoanh trang va ching minh sé chi thué nhitng nguoi
tai ba th6i nhé! Ching minh sé no6 lwc viegt qua mat cai toa nha choc troi by
t0 bd & New York. Ching minh sé cam lai vi vu trong chiéc limousine va
moi nguoi @ Wetbridge sé phai phat hon.”

Mary cuwdi. “Nhin xem gio' c6 ngudi dang mo day”, c6 dy noi. “Cau noi
nghiém tic day ha?”

“Chutng ta la mot doi manh ma”, tdi néi. “Néu ching ta ct tiép tuc lam
viéc, chac Sharon Boyd sé nguyén rta cai ngay c6 ay bo roi cau.”

“Minh v tin.”

“Tin minh di.” T6i ném mot vién keo déo sang hang ghé bén kia, no roi
ngay lén toc cua Sharon, nhung co ta cha ban tam gat di. Mary dua mot tay
1én che miéng dé khoi cwoi 16n. Sharon chinh lai mai téc va miéng keo bién
mat trong nhitng nép téc.

“Cau xau tinh qua day”, c6 ay thi tham. “Co ta sé khong tim dwgc miéng
keo dé cho dén khi tot nghiép dau.”

T6i dua Mary tui keo, c6 ay bé mdt thoi vao miéng. “Radical Planet”, toi
néi, nhw thé don gian thot ra that to cai tén dé thi né sé trd thanh hién thuec.
“Ching minh nén bat tay lam tro choi tiép theo vao ngay mai. ching minh
nén tiép tuc lam viéc.”

“Cau khong muodn nghi xa hoi ti a?”

“Khong dau”, téi noi. “Minh mudn tiép tuc.”
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bén d6 anh dén mo dan va man dwgc kéo ra. Mary c6 thé da dé dang
tranh duge cht dé nay. Nhung thay vao do, cé dy dong dac tréd 10i t6i, that
16n va ro rang.

“Pugc thoi”, cd dy noi. “Ching minh sé bat dau tro méi ngay ngay mai
nhé!”

Co tiéng chiim choe trén hinh biéu twong hang phim Paramount va phim
bat dau trinh chiéu. Some Kind of Wonderful m& man nhu video ca nhac,
gidi thiéu cac nhan vat chinh theo 16i dan dwng tran ngap nhitng ban nhac
pop New Wave. Nhip trong lién hoi doi thang vao twong rap phim; am bass
chat chia, t6i cdm thdy tim minh dap nhv muén v& trong 16ng nguwe. To6i
nhin sang Mary, c6 dy hoan toan chim dam vao by phim, mat mé to va
dang mim cuwoi. To6i vdi tay vao trong vat 4o ctia ¢ dy va nam lay tay c6
ay.

Giong nhw nhay khéi vach da. Toi co rum lai vi su bi cy tuyét. Toi biét
rat c6 kha nang c6 dy sé lac tay ra va vong tay ngang nguc lam chit. Nhung
diéu do khong xdy ra. Thay vao do, c6 ay dan ngén tay vao ban tay toi,
giong nhu co dy da lam lic cup dién vay.

Trong vong vai phut, mu ban tay t6i té cong, toi van n6 thanh mot goc
qudi dan tredc khi vion tay ra, va gio toi chang dam diéu chinh nam tay
ctia minh nita. T6i s¢ rang chi m6t chuyén dong nhé nhat cling khién Mary
rut tay lai. Nhung c6 ay khong lam thé. C6 ay dat ban tay con lai 1én dau co
tay toi. Sy gan giii nay khién moi thit trén man anh nhu dwgc phéng dai.
Mau sac twoi sang hon, am thanh 16n hon, nhip go khua doi vao tan day
long t6i. T6i chwa biét tién trién thé nao. To6i chi nghi vé doi ban tay cua
Mary ca gio sau, duwong cong méng manh cua co tay co dy, lam da mém
mai, nhitng mong tay sang bong, mugt ma. Moi kich tinh trong bo phim chi
la th yéu.

Ro6i dau do tiéng ndi lap bap loan bao phim tam dirng. Man hinh chuyén
sang trang x6a, nhac phim tat ngim. Phia trén phong mdy chiéu, Mu Gia
Bién hu 1én trong hon loan. R6i hé thong anh sang bat 1én, ba ay budc ra
san khau, giai thich rang budi chiéu phim bi dirng lai vi 16i ky thuat.
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Khaén gia la 6 nhung ba ay binh chan nhw vai. “Coé than phién ciing cha
ich gi vi téi chang biét stta dau.” Nhw 10i khang dinh, ba m6 ta doan két cho
nhitng ai muon biét chuyén gi da xdy ra. “Pon gian la chang nghé si dy dwa
cd gai xinh dep dén nha hang sang trong dung bita t6i linh dinh, va co gai
choi trong chinh la tai xé cta ho...”

Mary kéo t6i ra khéi ghé ng6i. “Nhanh nao”, c6 ay n6i. “Chung ta khong
thé dé ba ay pha héng dugc.”

T6i khong quan tdm lam, nhwng t6i biét diéu nay quan trong véi Mary
nén toi di theo co dy len qua hang ghé trung tam dan ra tién sanh. Loi di
chinh da dwgc ma@, nhung nhin ra ngoai bon t6i nhan ra chang c6 cho nao
dé di ca. Trong khi bo phim dang chiéu, troi da bat dau noi sam sét. Tran
mua nang hat d6 nhw thac xuéng duwong Market, trit 1én lan xe hoi nhw
tiéng trong vang va phuong tién giao thong nhich ting chit nhuw rua bo.
Bon t6i chen chan bén nhitng nguwdi cung xem phim dwdi mai ctra, chi cach
vai phan la mua tat wét sling.

“Cé 18 mot gio nita b6 minh méi dén”, Mary néi. “Ong ay s& dén minh &
day.” Toi khuyén c6 dy goi cho ong tir bot dién thoai cong cdng nhung
Mary do dy. Ca hai ching t6i chwva mu6n vé nha. Sam chdp néi 1én, mot
phu nit déng duwdi mai civa thét Ién hai hung.

“Nha ga con mé ctra”, t6i n6i. “Ching ta c6 thé dgi trong sanh dén khi
mua tanh.”

“Cau muon di dén tiém khong?” Mary hdi toi.

“Tiém nao?”

“Tiém nha minh.” Co6 ady lay tr trong vi ra chum chia khoéa. “Minh c6 thé
mo ctra.”

“B0 cau khong phan doi chi?”

“Minh da tirng 1am roi. Ong &y s& khong phan ddi, mién 1a chiing ta lo
don dep ngan nap.”

“Thé chung ta lam gi?”

https://thuviensach.vn



C0 ay mim cuwdi bi hiém. “Ching ta c6 thé choi vai tro”, c6 dy noi. T6i
khong biét y cua co ay c6 phai la tro Space Invaders hay Asteroids hay...
thi gi d6 khac khong.

That ra t6i doan chac c6 ay ndi tro gi dé khac.

“Sé vui ma”, co dy hiva hen.

“Con mua thi sao?”

“Minh sé chay dua vé6i cau.”

Trudc khi toi kip trd 101, Mary da phéng xuong dwong Market. T6i dudi
theo c0 dy, va trong tich tac t6i w6t nhw chuot 16t. Nhitng viing nwdc bén
dwong sau ca tac va doi giay Chuck Taylor cua t6i thim wét nhw bot bién.
Sam danh lan nita va Mary giat ndy, chay nhanh hon. Bon t6i chay qua
ngan hang va buwu dién, bon toi Iwét qua nhitng bién bao dirng va dén do roi
ca hai dirng lai trwdce lan giao thong dang tri tré. Mot chiéc 6 t6 phanh lai dé
khong dam vao t6i, Ivu lai vét phanh trén mat nhwa dwong va suyt va vao
xe don khach. Sau ba khu nha, Mary bong chuyén sang di bo, t6i chay vugt
qua co ay.

“Sao thé?” T6i héi.

Co ay gan nhu dit hoi. “Khong dwgc r6i”, co ay noéi. “Ching ta wét hét
roi!”

L6i vao phia tredc ctra tiém Zelinsky dwoc dong cira chdp bang mot tam
chan kim loai 16n; Mary khuyu goi rtt chot phia dugi, tdim chan nay 1o xo
day 1én, cuon duwdi mai hién nhw tam che ctta s6. Sau do, co dy gat chét cira
va di vao trong. Toi di theo, nhung c6 ay ngan lai.

“Cau phai ¢ lai day.”

“Nhung minh w6t nhep roi! “

“DPo6 la quy dinh ctia b6 minh. C6 ma bdo vé va khéng dwgc cho ai nhin
thay né.”

Co0 ay kéo ctra dong lai, dé toi bén ngoai mwa va t6i da vut mat thoi diém
quan trong dy. To6i khong nghi gi vé ma bao dong hay hé thong an ninh, t6i
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c? nghi dén cach c6 ay nam tay toi trong rap Regal, siét nhe long ban tay
t0i mdc cho moi thit ly thu dang dién ra trén man anh.

Gio bon toi quay lai cira tiém.

Dé choi vai tro choi.

Mot lat sau, Mary ma@ ctra cho t6i vao bén trong.

Ctra tiém t6i den nhw murc, ngoai triv cai den ban nhé bén canh quay tinh
tién. Tim t6i van con dap nhanh sau man chay lic ndy. Mary nhin t6i va
cudi. “Minh c6 khan phia sau nay”, c6 ay néi. “DPtung di. Néu cau vy nuwéc
1én bat ky t0 tap chi nao, tui minh khong tra lai dwgc dau.”

Mua khién téc c6 dy dudi thang lw va chiéc 4o thun tré nén trong suot,
phoi 16 duwong vién o nguc, trong c6 dy nhw vira buée ra khoi phong tam.
Nhéc thay toi dang nhin, c6 ay bam mo6i dwdi. Nhw thé day. C6 dy hé moi
néi: “Minh sé trd lai ngay...” thi toéi bwdc vé phia truwdc, dat tay 1én eo cd
ay va hon. Bon toi twta vao quay hang noi Zelinsky sita may danh chi.
Mary hon dap lai, t6i chwa bao gid cdm nhan dwgc diéu gi giong nhuw thé.
Co dy c6 huwong vi cta bao tap va cua keo déo hinh gau. Moi thi that ty
nhién. Pay la lan dau tién t6i hon mét c6 gai, nhung that ngac nhién rang
dé lai la diéu don gian nhat thé gidi.

Cho dén khi Mary day toi ra.

“Khong, khong, khong!”

T6i ngrng hon, nhuwng van 6m 14y co ay.

“Sao thé?”

“Chung ta khong dvgc lam vay.”

“Minh thich cau, Mary. Minh nghi minh...”

“Bubng ra”, c6 ay noi.

T6i ngac nhién dén mitc citng do nguwdi. T6i kha soc.

Co0 ay hat tay toi ra: “Budng ra!”

Sao vay?
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Co ay khong nhin t6i. Hai mat ddo khap ctra tiém. Co6 dy nhin vao ctta s6,
cac t0 bao va san nha, moi thi¢ triv t6i. “Cau khéng nén lam thé, Will. Moi
thi dang dién ra rat t6t ma cau lai pha huy mat roi. Sao cau lai pha huy kia
ch?”

Sao toi lai pha huy u? Toi v?

“Minh nghi cau cling thich minh.”

“Minh thich cau nhu thich mot ngudi ban”, c6 noi. “Khong phai nhv lic
nay.”

Tat ca nhitng chuyén lac nay lwét qua tdm tri t6i: Mary nam tay t6i trong
rap phim, Mary khen chiéc quan Bulge Boy cua t6i, Mary lay sgi 1ong mi
trén ma toi bang cu xtic cham nhw mot nu hon. “Nhung minh nghi...”

“Minh xin 16i, minh da dwa ra tin hiéu sai”, c6 ay noi.

T6i khong tin c6 dy. Khong thé tin. Ching t6i dau chi 1a ban. Cé gi dé
hon ca ban nita kia, t6i ca quyét nhu thé.

Mary run run. Bong dung c6 ay trong wét nhep, lanh céng va that dang
thuong. Co6 ay quay sang thiét bi bao dong Ademco va nhan niit THOAT.
Trén man hinh LCD hién thi NHAP MA TRUY CAP, Mary nhén lién tiép
bon nut that nhanh. T6i khong xt 1y kip tat ca nhitng gi t6i dang thdy, toi
qua béi rdi tredc phan ng cua cb ay.

“Cau nghiém tic ch?” T6i héi. Sau do6, t6i trit noi that vong trong
giong noi cta minh, theo cach t6i thwong ca cam vGi c6 ay. Sau nita, toi
thay that xau ho, xdu ho vi da 1am bam ra chiéu tham bai, ngdc nghéch:
“Cau that sy khong thich minh v?”

“Pung nhu thé ma. Minh khong thé, Will. Minh xin 16i.”

Thiét bi bdo dong kéu “bip bip...” canh bao bon t6i di ra khéi tiém va
Mary kéo tay t6i ra ngoai mwa. Roi co ay khoa cira, kéo tdm chan xudng va
chét lai. Toi chi ditng d6 nhin c6 ay khi con mwa ap xudng. Toi phai hét to
1én 4t ca tiéng mwa: “Cau dinh di dau?”

Co ay hat ham vé phia bét dién thoai ¢ nha ga: “Minh sé goi cho bo.”
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“Cau muon minh di cung khong?”

“Minh muon cau vé nha.”

Khéng doi toi tra 10i, c6 ay quay mat di dén nha ga.

Gio day ban khong thé budc qua tudéi muwdi bon ma khong bi bam dap
vai lan. T6i da bi tan trong phong thay do, bi day té sadp mat xudng bac
hanh lang truong va bi hat xuong xe dap; dau goi t6i tirng bi tray trua, mat
ca chan bong gan va bi chdy mau miii, nhung nhitng don dau dé khong
gilp toi dwong dau véi diéu nay. Cam giac nay con té hon tat ca nhitng thw
kia cong lai. N6 la con dau mai khong diju di, cang ltic cang thay nhoi buét.

Toi 1é budc trong con mwa nhu trit doc dam dai tir dwong Market vé dai
16 Baltic. Cu6i cung t6i cling vé dén nha, con duong da ngdp, can nha chim
trong im lang. Me t6i dang di lam, tat nhién, va bong dén ngoai hién da bi
chday mdt tuan trwdce. T6i 16i bi bom qua viing nwdc ngap sau dén dau goi,
1é budc vao ctra trirdc, mo mam tim chia khéa trong bong toi.
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2100 REM *** PAUSE GAME ***
2110 PRINT “{HOME}{12 CSR DWN}”

2120 PRINT “{8 SPACES} THY GAME IS PAUSED.”
2130 PRINT “{2 CSR DWN}”

2140 PRINT “{3 SPACES} HIT Q TO QUIT.”

2150 PRINT “HIT ANY OTHER KEY TO CONTINUE.”
2160 GET A$

2170 IF A$="" THEN 2160

2180 IF A$=“Q” THEN END

2190 RETURN

Im

Sang hom sau, t0i thitc day thay can nha trong vang. Me da dé lai to ghi
chu trén ban an, néi rang me di doi bang lai xe méi va sé khong thé vé
tredc budi trra. Toi ngoi xem ti vi vGi mot bat ngli coc, nhung toan la
chuwong trinh con nit nham nhi: Care Bears, Punky Brewster va Pound
Puppies. Chuwong trinh dau vat thi cd gio nita mdi bat dau nén toi 1é buéc
vao phong ngu.

T6i biét Mary da noéi doi. Téi khong twdng twong ra tro choi nho cta c6
dy v6i nim muoi triéu diém, ciing thit hang dwoc phong 1d CHANG TRAI
CHAT NHAT QUA DPAT. C6 4y da bién toi thanh tro dua, 16i kéo t6i vao,
tang boc toi, khién t6i cdm thay minh that ngau. R6i cd dy biéu 16 bi soc khi
toi mudn hon c6 ay?

Minh xin [6i, minh dd dva ra tin hiéu sai.
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Trong mot thoang, téi chot hiéu ra tat ca nhitng chuyén t6i nghe noéi vé
dam con gai - nhitng bd phim, chwong trinh truyén hinh va cac bai nhac -
tat ca déu chi ly! Con géi toan néi doi. Bon ho déu gian manh va khong
dang tin. David Lee Roth da c6 canh bao t6i. Ca Eddie Murphy nita! Va ca
Andrew Dice Clay! Nhung giong nhu ké say thudc, t6i tin Mary séi c6 va
cho c6 ntta ban quyén tro choi cta téi. T6i danh mat hai chién hitu than
nhat - hai ngudi ban duy nhat - chi dé bao vé c6 dy. Roi gio thi toi & day, 1é
loi trong bu6i sang thit Bay, chang c6 ai dé chuyén tro.

Pau 6c toi ci quay cuong. Con quy mdp dy.

Cam thdy nhe hang khi nghi vé c6 ay nhw thé: con quy map dy. Toi lay
mot to gidy ké 6 r6i viét di viét lai may t: con quy mdp con quy mdp con
quy mdp. Viét ra mdi thay that dé chiu. That nhe nguoi khi trat hét con tic
gian qua cay but chi. Con quy mdp con quy mdp con quy mdp. Thao nao 1i
ban da da c6 dy! Co ay han cling doi gat dam ban cia minh! D6 con mdp
théi tha.

T6i deo Walkman r6i nam 1én giwong va bat bai Panama ctia Van Halen.
T6i ngwdc nhin nhitng tdm ap phich cua Kathy Ireland, Paulina Porizkova
va Elle Macpherson, nhitng nang siéu mau dep tuyét tran v&i cap chan dai
mién man, hai canh tay nhan thin va bo méi cong cén hon doi. T bay gio,
t0i sé nghia dén may c6 nay nhw la mot doi twgng. Co ban gai sau cua toi sé
tw tin mdc bikini khi di tam bién. C6 ay sé cuc ky néng béng, xinh dep,
diém mudi toan hdo. Con Mary Zelinsky sé chét khi con la trinh nit - khong
duwoc ai doai hoai, khong dugc ai khao khat, khong dwgc ai cham vao. Toi
van to am lwgng tai nghe hét cd, tiéng nhac doi thinh thinh nhv muén dam
thung mang nhi.

Cudi cung, toi cling nhan ra tiéng dong ngoai ti€éng nhac, tiéng ram ram
di sau giai diéu. Toi mé& mat va thdy cai cang cua Clark dang go 1én ctra so.
Toi thao tai nghe.

“Bon tao thit go ctra tredc”, n6 noi. “Khong thay may tra 16i.”

Chura bao gio t6i thady nhe nhom nhw vay khi thdy né: “Tao ra ngay.”
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Toi x0 mot cai ao tinh twom va di ra san sau, noi toi dung xe dap bén
héng nha. Alf va Clark dang doi t6i & 16i xe vao, ng6i trén xe dap cuda
ching va bop chai nwéc Mountain Dew.

To6i chuan bi nhan 1ay diéu t6i té nhat. Bon né tirng gian dit va lam nhw
vay cling dung thoi, con t6i dang nhan bat cit 10i chiti ria nao ma bon né
ném vao mat t6i. Nhung khi bon né con dang & 16i xe vao, toi biét t6i c6 thé
sifa sai.

“Nay”, t6i noi.

Alf noc thém mdt ngum Mountain Dew nita. N6 cat tiéng: “Co6 chuyén
gi...” nhung lai 0 hoi nén may 16i dé thét ra nghe nhu: “Co chuyén gi dooo
goo0o0...”

Trong né cé vé mét moi. C6 mot vét xwdc 16n trén mat trai - trong nhw
c6 ai d6 an mat né xuéng nén duwong bé tong - cong thém vai vét xudc nho
trén c6 va bang dinh dan ky cuc qua dau tai trai.

“Madt may sao thé?” Toi hoi.

“Rob Castro nghich mat tao chut thoi”, no noi. “Nick Barsanti thi nghich
6 tao, con John Simmons thi nghich ngwc tao.” N6 kéo ao 1én, 10 ra vét cat
t0 b0 ngang qua hang xwong swon. “Bon ching muon ldy lai tién.”

“Bon tao c6 cach kiém ra tién”, Clark gidi thich, “nhung bon tao can may
giup lay cai...”

“Pugc”, toi noi, vira ngac nhién vira ham on va nhe nhom khi tha thw
cho nhau c6 thé that dé dang. “Y tao la... tit nhién roi, tao s& gitp. Tui may
can tao lam gi?”

Alf mé khoa kéo céi ba 16 cua no, giat nap lon Big Gulp. Giong hét cai
lon ma tén trom pin da dem vao tiém Zelinsky: “Tao nghi bon minh nén
dén tiém bang dia. Lay may cai bang mdi, roi ban kiém tién.”

“Tui may tinh trom bon tram do tién bang dia a?”

“Khong!” Alf n6i. “Tao chi tinh 1y khoang hai muoi d6 thoi. Bu trd may
thdng mudn lam thit tao hom nay thoi. Ngay mai, néu c6 thang khac mudn
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XU tao, tao sé trom thém dé tra cho ching.”

“Lam tung budc thoi”, Clark noi, gat gu. “Thanh Rome dau c6 dugc xay
trong mot ngay.”

To6i khong thay day la ké hoach kha thi. Trdm m& bang tri gia bon tram
d6 chac mat mdy tuan d6 moé hoi s6i nwdc mat canh chirng ting li ting ti,
nhing day khong phai ltic cai nhau. La 16i cua t6i khi bon t6i ra néng noi
nay, t6i khong nghi ra ké gi khac hay ho hon, t6i ciing lo lang khi muon
dugc yén chuyén vGi bon no. “Tui may tai that”, t6i noi. “bi thoi.”

T dai 10 Baltic cuGi xe dap dén trung tam mua sam Wetbridge kha dé
dang. Chi trong vong mot tiéng dong ho bon t6i da ding ké bén Cinnabon
trong khu an udéng tang hai, theo déi Musicland tr khodng cach an toan. Cé
bon ctra hang khac nhau ban bang cat-sét trong khu nay nhung Musicland
la tifm duy nhat khong long bang cat-sét vao trong khung nhya dwoc thiét
ké dé chong trom cap. Thay vao do, cac album dwoc dat trén cac ké luwgi
that 16n, rat dé 1ay.

“Tiém dong day”, Clark noi.

“Xem ra rat thuan 1gi”, Alf dong y. Du cé dén ba thu ngan thi khach
hang van réng ran xép hang chg tinh tién. Rat c6 thé quan ly sé s6ém ma
thém mot quay thanh toan nita, vay c6 nghia la sé c6 it di mdt nhan vién
trong coi ctta hang.

“Thé bay gio chiing minh sé 1dy céi gi?” Toi hoi.

Pay ludn 1a cdu hoi héc bia. Meo gidi quyét 1a phai gat bé s thich ban
than qua mot bén va tim nhitng bang dé ban, mitc gia ly twéng chirng nam
d6 cho may c6 em mudi hai tudi dang la ca & quay an uong.

“U2 thi sao?” Clark dé nghi.

Alf lac dau. “Nhém do néi tiéng diing mot bai”, né néi véi vé lo dénh.
“Tao dang nghi dén Cutting Crew.”

“Tao thdy cling dwgc”, toi néi. Sau hang gio nghe Nhitng bdn tinh ca hay
nhdt thdp nién 80, t6i chang con muén nghe top 40 dé nita.
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Tirng dira bon t6i di vao Musicland dé tranh gay chid y nhung céac 16i di
ném chat ngwoi, 1én It cé 1€ cha can thiét. Gan nhw cd ctta hang ban bang
cat-sét va gian Pop/Rock chiém 16i di chinh that rong chay dén gitta ctra
hang, van A dén M & mot bén, N dén Z bén con lai.

Whitney Houston dang hat The Greatest Love of All trén hé thong am
thanh. Alf di dén 16i di chinh, tay cam lon Big Gulp, v nham nhap nhw
thang nhoc & tiém Zelinsky. Lé ra Clark va t6i sé trong chirng, nhung chang
c6 gi dé trong chirng ca. Ta c6 thé thay nhan vién Musicland méac 4o thun
dé, nhung ho ditng phia triéc bén quay thu tién ca roi.

Alf dirng lai canh mo6t ba me mac 4o ni trang rong thung thinh c6 dong
chit “T6i yéu chud ctiin cung cua t6i”. Ba ta dang say suwa v@i Eric Clapton,
khong hé biét Alf di dén.

Alf 1dy mot album cua Cutting Crew, xem gid & mat sau bang va liéc
nhin vé phia t6i. To6i gat dau vdi né va cudn bang nam trong cai lon. R6i n6
lay thém hai cdi nita. T6i doan n6 mudn thit van may, nhung t6i nhin xung
quanh va chang thay tré ngai gi ca. Toi gat dau va véi mot cui dich tay nhe
nhang, mdy cudn bang roi vao lon. Lic nay, Clark dang di ra khoi tiém roi.
Toi quay nguwoi di theo va thay Alf c6 1ay thém ba cudén bang khac nita.
Pung la c6 thé dat sdu cuén bang vao mét lon hai lit, néu sap dat ching
ding cach. Nhung cho dén ngay hém dd, khong dita nao trong bon thtr lam
thé. T6i khong dam nhin. T6i quay mat di va chuon thang.

Clark dang chd cach d6 nam ctra hang, trén cai bang ghé bén ngoai tiém
Hickory Farms. Chi mot phut sau Alf dén nhap bon. N6 chay u dén, tay
cam lon Big Gulp, hét 1én sung swéng.

“Sau cuon?” Clark héi. “May dua a?”

“Ba cudn Cutting Crew va ba cudon Crowded House. Tién cho khong
biéu khong day, may thanh nién.” N6 m& lon Big Gulp va lay cac cudn
bang ra, dwa cho hai dia t6i. “Lay ra hét di r6i tui minh quay lai 1y vai
cudn Whitney Houston. Gi ma How Will I Know nhang xi dy. Ching ta sé
ban hét m& do.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Qua vai no, tr bién ngwoi tay xach nadch mang gié mua sam, hai nhan vat
xuat hién tir dam doéng, hwéng dén cho bon t6i. Mot ngwoi la gd dan 6ng
madc do khodac va that ca vat; con nguwoi kia la ba me mac do c6 dong chir
“T6i yéu chid cin cung cta t6i”. Ba ta ndi vao bo dam r6i bat dau chay.

“Chét roi!” Clark noi.

Bon t6i dé lai may cudn bang ro6i tan ra. Bon t6i biét muc dich ngan chan
mat do (theo cach ma ctra hang goi thé€) la giam thiéu that thoat - nén néu
bo lai mady mén do thi it khi nao bi dudi theo. T6i chwa bao gid quay lai
nhin xem cé ai dang theo minh khong. T6i chi cam dau cam c6 chay nhw
dién, phong nhw lao vao tiém Sears, tron sau may ngwoi mac au phuc, chay
nhanh xudéng thang mady, r6i cudi cung thu minh dwéi mot cai givong ngoai
cd, cho day chitng muoi pht, thyc sy nin thd. Téi da thoat dwgc, nhung
chi trong gang tdc thoi.

Toi di ra ngoai dén tram xe buyt. Ca ba chiéc xe dap déu con xich vao
cai bién cam dau xe, nhung khong thdy bong dang cua Clark va Alf. Sau
hai mwoi phiat dai ¢6 cho, tdi dap xe vé dai 10 Baltic, sg rang diéu té hai
nhat sé dén. Bon né rd rang da tirng bi tém 6 vi trom cap & ctta hang, gio
bon n6é sap dén trung tam cai tao cho tré vi thanh nién. Tay cém
Tackleberry titng canh cao bon t6i vé may noi nhw thé, han tirng noi vé li
chudt va nhitng birc twong am wét, nhitng khu tam dwdi ham noi may diva
ma m&i bi an dau xudng va danh roi xa phong cé két cuc kinh khing va toi
té thé nao.

Thay vi vé nha, toi dap xe qua nghia trang va dirng lai & dwéi chan phéo
dai co thu cta bon t6i. T6i tréo 1én cdy va ngoi doi, hy vong, wdc ao va cau
cho bon n6 khong gap chuyén gi. Nhing mot gio tréi qua ma bon né van
chwa ve.

To6i thay sot rudt. Néu toi khong hiva 1dy ma bao dong, néu to6i khong bay
to tu tin thai qua, néu toi khong noi doi Alf va Clark thi nhitng diéu nay sé
khong xdy ra. Toi c6 thé lan héi theo toan b chuyén t6i té nay dén chuyén
trén mai nha ga, lan hoi ldac t6i hiva véi bon né la sé 1dy ma bao dong.
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Cudi cung, t6i thir ngwdi ra vi chd doi, thé ro6i toi roi phao dai va vé nha.
T6i ma& khoa ctra trede khi Alf va Clark chay u xudng dai 10 Baltic trén co
xe dap cua chung.

“May khong sao a?” Alf thét lén.

“Bon tao nghi may bi tém r6i!” Clark néi.

“Tao khong sao”, t0i noi. “Bon may & dau nay gio vay?”

Alf 16i trong tui ra sdu to tién nhan nhum. “Bon tao tdn cong Sam Goody
sau khi may di. Thao mdy cudn bang nay khé hon vi may céi khung nhya
chét tiét do, nhung tao co6 nhét thém dwgc mot cuén Bon Jovi dudi ong
quan nay.”

T6i khong thé nao tin dwgc: “Bon may quay lai 1ay thém a?”

“Ngay mai tui minh sé may man hon”, Clark hita.

“Khong!” T6i ndi v6i bon no. “Tui may dirng co6 dai dot nita. SGm muon
gi cling bi tém c6 thoi.”

Alf nhin vai: “Sém hay mudn gi thi Ray Castro cling xai tai tao. May co
y gi hay hon khong?”

T6i hit mot hoi that sau. That ra, t6i da c6 mot y hay hon. T6i khw khw
gilt kin cd ngay troi vi téi sg 1 mom nhac dén. Nhung khi nhan ra Alf can
toi gitp xiét bao thi t6i khong con lwa chon nao khac.

“Tao c6 thé 1ay may bitc hinh ctia Vanna White cho may”, to6i néi.

“0 dau?” Alf hoi. “Lay thé nao?”

“Tao c6 ma roi”, t6i noi.

“Cua tiém Zelinsky?” Clark hoi. “Ma bao dong ha?”

“Tao c6 no téi hdm qua.”

Toi gidi thich rang t6i da thdy Mary nhdn ma truy cap trén thiét bi
Ademco. Sy bé bang da han in khoanh khéac do6 sau vao ky tc t6i, nhw tro
choi t6i tai khéi dong roi choi di choi lai vay. Néu t6i nham mat va tap
trung, toi van thay dwgc vi tri chinh xac nhitng ngon tay c6 ay nhan trén
ban phim muwdi hai nit dy: Trén trai, dudi gitta, duwdi gitta, trén gitra.
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“1-0-0-2”, t6i no6i. “Mat ma day.”

“May chac khong?” Clark hdi lai.

“Chac. Tao ding ké bén ma.”

“Khong, y tao la... may mudn lam thé chi?” Clark hoi. “Lan trueéc bon
minh c6 noi, trong tang ham nha Alf...”

“Tao xin 16i. Bon may hoan toan ding. Néu minh tra tién thi khong phai
an trom.”

“Chinh xac!” Alf néi. “P6 la diéu bon tao da noéi!”

“Nhung tui minh phai cuc ky cue ky can than”, t6i nan ni. “Xem nhu la
tui minh buwdc vao ctra tiem do nhu vao vién bao tang. Khong cham vao th
gi, khong pha bat ky cai gi. Tui minh chi 14y t0 tap chi c6 Vanna White, dé
tién lai va chinh stra cai ctra sap trén duong ra. Roi Zelinsky khong bao gio
biét dwgc dé la bon minh. Hiéu chit?”

“Tat nhién!” Clark dong y. “May dita tui minh ddo dé nhw ma dy ma!”

“Gidng ninja chit”, Alf néi. “Khi nao thi bat dau?

T6i hit mot hoi that sau. H6m do 1a thit Bay ngay 30 thang 5, gan mot
thang sau khi Alf 1an dau thay to tap chi r6i n6é ba chan bon cang chay dén
nha t6i dé thong béo.

“T6i nay la tot nhat”, t6i noi.
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2200 REM *** FORTRESS IS BREACHED ***
2210 FOR I=0 TO 24:POKE L1+1,0:NEXT I
2220 POKE L1,150:POKE L1+1,200

2230 POKE L1+5,8:POKE L1+6,248

2240 POKE L1+24,15:POKE L1+4,17

2250 FOR T=0 TO 100:NEXT T

2260 POKE L1+4,16

2270 FOR T=0 TO 100

2280 NEXT T

2290 RETURN

Im

To6i dinh ninh Alf va Clark da bay ra dua tro ranh ma dé 1én ra khoi nha
sau ntta dém. Me t6i dang lam & Food World nén t6i chi ngo6i trudc ti vi,
xem Old Couple va Star Trek chiéu lai cho dén mwoi hai gio muwoi lam, da
dén gio di roi. To6i di ra cra sau, mdc quan jean den, giay Chuck Taylor
den, 40 s mi Van Halen den; t6i mang theo déen pin, mo 1ét va cdy xa beng
dai ba muoi centimét va to hai muwoi do nhau nhi tr dém trudc.

Wetbridge c6 1énh gi¢i nghiém doéi véGi tré vi thanh nién bat dau tir nira
dém. Bon t0i nhat tri xé 1é dén nha hang Tuéng quan Tso dé tranh nguy co
bi tébm c6 cd dam. T6i bang qua nghia trang Cong gido va tranh xa duwong
pho, nhdy qua day hang rao va bang qua cac san sau, cac ngoé nhé va khu
dat trong. Ca khu dan cw yén lang. Tat ca nhitng thi t6i nghe dugc la tiéng
dé kéu rin rit va tiéng doi giay cuaa toi go lach bach. Péi luc cé tiéng ché
stia, nhung chang thay hay nghe tiéng mét mong ngwoi nao ca.
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Trang tron vanh vanh, toi biét rd 16 trinh nhw long ban tay nén t6i bo
chiéc dén pin trong tdi. Ra ngoai ban dém that tuyét, r6 la mot chuyén
phiéu lwy, roi xa man hinh mdy tinh. T6i cha thay hoi hop gi ca. Ké hoach
ctia bon t6i rat chac chan, t6i tin Alf va Clark sé theo diing ké hoach. Bay
sé la buwéc ngoat két thic moi chuyén, cau chuyén ma bon toi sé ké di ké lai
sudt nhitng nam tdi.

T6i khong dam di trén khu duwong Market. Vi Tack lu6n tuan tra moi niva
gio nén toi vong lai phia sau nha hang Twéng quan Tso, nwong theo bong
t0i cia con duong dan vao ga cho dén khi to6i dat chan 1én bai do xe trong.
Ctra so tang hai cua Schwarzenegger da dong, nhung t6i thay con ché dang
ngu trén ngudng ctra, mot dam 16ng trang ti vao 16p kinh. Bén kia thang
thoat hiém la ctta s6 khac v6i mot may diéu hoa to banh; né ct gam gir va
thoi phu phu, téi khong hiéu néi ngwdi nao cé thé ngl noi trong mot can
phong c6 thiét bi do.

TGi biét ti€éng On sé at tiéng bwdc chan cda t6i, nhung to6i van phai tién
dén cho goc toa nha that can than - tranh dwogc tam nhin cua
Schwarzenegger - phong truong hgp con ché thirc day. C6 mdt khoang
trong chirng ba mwoi centimét gitra thung rac Iwu dong va twong sau cua
nha hang, ddy la cho t6i thdy Alf va Clark ng6i b6 goi doi téi. T6i thu minh
canh bon né roi bat déen pin. Mat duong anh 1én manh thdy tinh vd, giong
nhw mot chiéc giwong trai day trang sic.

Clark mdc cai 4o cii vGi quan jean ma n6é mac hém di dén trung tam mua
sam, con Alf thi da thay bd d6 nhw la nguyén cdy Rambo vay. N6 x6 bo do
linh mau 6 liu pha ndu, mat dinh day son dau.

“May tinh sang Viet Nam a?” Toi hai.

“Pay goi la 16p nguy trang”, Alf néi.

“Tao bao n6 dirng mac nhuw thé r6i”, Clark noi.

“Tao tang hinh r6i”, Alf néi. “Chang ai thay dwoc dau.”

Clark yéu cau t6i tat den, cho rang Tack cé thé thwc hién vong tuan tra
bat cit Iic nao. Bon t6i tron vao béng t6i, 1énh cho ban than gitr yén. Mot
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cdy kim lanh nhuw bang dam vao sau c6 t6i, toi nhdy dung 1én. D6 1a nuéce tu
lai t* may diéu hoa tang hai. T6i cam thay rat héi hop, that ra 1a ca bon déu
thé.

“Pi thoi”, t6i noi. “Trong khi dwdng sa chang c6 ai ca.”

Alf lac dau: “Tui minh phai dgi Tyler da.”

T6i chac rang minh nghe nham né néi. “Ai... Cai gi?”

“Tyler dang dén.”

“Tyler Bell? May néi v6i han?”

“Tat nhién la tao n6i”, Alf néi. “Pay la ké hoach cia han ma, nhé
khong?”

“Pay khong phai la ké hoach ctia han”, t6i néi. “May nhd cai mé hinh
khong? M6 hinh dé c6 ba nguoi: tao, He-Man va Papa Smurf.”

“Pung, nhung...”

“M6 hinh khong hé cé Tyler Bell nhé!”

“Tao nghi han sé khong dén dau”, Alf néi. “Tao nghi han sé di New York
lam tro gi d6 hay ho. Nhung khi tao goi va néi cho han cai mat ma...”

“May no6i cho han cai ma?”

“Pay la ké hoach cua han”, Alf lap lai. “Pay la ké hoach cua han ngay ti
ban dau ro6i.”

“Tao nga vé phe Alf lan nay”, Clark n6i. “Tao nghi Tyler xitng dang c6
t0 tap chi cho riéng han nhw phan chia. Ching ta sé khong ¢ day néu han
khong noi cho ta vé ké hoach nay.”

“Vay ctr ldy cho han mot to™, t6i noi. “Tao khong mudn han di theo bon
minh. Tao khong tin han.”

“Tao da noi la tui minh c doi di”, Alf néi.

“Tao khong dgi gi ca. Hodc tui minh di bay gio hodc la tao huy keo.”

“Vay huy di”, Alf n6i va nhun vai. “Tao sé dwa cho may t0 tap chi va
may tra tién cho tao day.”
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DPay la liuc t6i nhan ra viéc t6i tham gia vao ké hoach khong con quan
trong nita. T4t ca thi ching can & t6i la cai ma va toi da dwa no roi.

Clark dé cdi cang lén vai t6i: “Binh tinh, Bill. Moi chuyén sé 6n thoi.
Chung ta ct thye hién ké hoach ding nhw da chuan bi. Khong thay doi gi.
Chi la c6 them mot tay trg giup thoi.”

Nhung t6i biét chuyén nay khong hé don gidn nhw vay. Phan nao do
trong cau chuyén cda Tyler khong hgp ly. “Han ta muwoi tam tudi. Mot tén
nam cudi cap ba. Néu han muon cé to Playboy, chi can buéc vao tiém roéi
mua lay mot to.”

“May bét nong di”, Alf noi. “Cudi cung tui minh cling c6 mot tay nam
cudi ké vai sat canh - mot ga kha ngau dang c6 gitp tui minh - con may thi
cw xi nhw thang dan vay.”

“Vi han dang noi d6i”, t6i n6i. “Han bi dudi c6 khoi tiém Zelinsky vi an
cap.”

“Thi sao?” Alf hoi.

“Thi han khong dang tin!”

“Tat nhién la han khong dang tin! Bon ta dang dot nhap ctra tiém! Dé
trdm mot td Playboy! May muon dem theo mdt huwéng dao sinh a?”

Bon t6i ¢t xi xam cai nhau r6i ditng lai trwéc tiéng nhitng budc chan
dang tién lai gan. C6 ai d6 dang dén. Clark & gan vdi doan cudi dwong nhat,
thé nén nd nhin thay.

“Ho d6”, no6 thi tham.

“Ho?” Toi hoi.

Clark nhtin vai: “Tao doan Tyler dan theo ban?”

T6i gat n6 ra mot bén dé ti minh xem. Tyler va ban han dang di gitta con
dwong dan vao ga, ngay noi ma ai ciing c6 thé thay dwgc. Tyler nhan ra toi
va tro tay.

“Sao thé, em gai?” Han goi. “Sao phai tron?”
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Tyler cwdi ngdt nghéo, nhung ban han thi cha biéu cam gi. Ga ban la mot
nguwoi da trudng thanh, khodng ba muwoi hay bon muoi hay nam muoi tudi
gi day. Ga c6 bd rdu mau nau va téc nau dai tét thanh du6i ngya. Nhin nita
giong Willie Nelson, ntta giobng Sasquatch*.

Sasquatch (hay con goi la Bigfoot, chan to) la tén loai sinh vat giong khi,
dugc cho la song trong ritng chi yéu ¢ vung Tay Bac - Thai Binh Duwong
cta Bac My.

“Ban gai cua tui may dau?” Tyler hoi.

Alf va Clark ding day, ra hiéu cho Tyler nho giong lai. “Tack dang di
tuan”, Clark thi tham. “Han bat dau & Liberty Place va di qua huéng tay
trén dwong Market, roi bang qua hém pho...”

Tyler vay tay, ngat 10i n6: “Tack khong bat dugc ai dau. Do ciit chim do6
con khong tém n6i mét mong sida nao ¢ hdi ‘béng’ niva 1a.”

“Han sap dén day roi d6”, Clark noi.

“Vay thi bat dau di”, Tyler néi.

Alf hat ham vé phia ngudi la: “Ai day?”

“Anh ho tao”, Tyler noi. “Rene.”

Rene nhin bon t6i khong chdp mat. Ga mac do khoac quan doi mau luc
va quan jean bac théch, con cé ca tdi vai du vat chéo qua vai. Chang can
néi thém gi nita. Bat chgt ga c6 hon nay xuét hién va trd thanh dong bon
v&i bon t6i, toi biét minh phai chuén ngay.

“C6 mot van dé”, t6i noi.

“Van dé la sao?” Tyler hoi.

T6i Iic nao cling no6i doi rat té hai. Alf cé thé leo 1éo may thit nham nhi
ca ngay va ngay dén Clark ciing biét thém that cau chuyén that lic nay lac
no, nhung t6i thi dé té: “Tao nghi Mary da d6i mat ma. Sau khi tao nhin
thdy c6 ay truy cap. Chi dé cho an toan thoi.”

Tyler quay sang Alf, tim lay vat 4o n6 va day vao twong: “May noi no6 c6
ma ma. May noi do la 1-0-0-2 ma.”
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“N6 noi vay that ma!” Alf lap bap. N6 chia 4nh nhin sang t6i: “No6i that
cho anh ay biét di, Billy!”

“Co thé d6 dung la mat ma, cé thé khong”, t6i néi. “Van dé ¢ cho do, tao
khong biét. Cé kha nang chiing ta dot nhap tiém va chuéng bao dong vang
len cling nén.”

Rene chang ctr dong hay thay doi nét mat. Toi tw héi ga cé biét tiéng
Anh khong nita.

“Vay sao may lai & day?” Tyler héi. “Dén canh bao ching tao a?”

To6i gat dau: “T6i khong mubn ai bi bat ca.”

“Cam dong day”, Tyler n6i. “May mac nhu ninja va lén ra day lic muoi
hai gio ruGi dé canh bao bon tao? That dang suy ngam day Billy.”

Tay phdi han gio 1én, t6i co ngwdi lai chuan bi an dam. Thay vi lam vay
han vong tay dén thi sau ctia toi va rut ra thanh xa beng. “Thé sao may lai
dem cai nay?” Han day toi 1én thanh thung rac, gi dau nhon xa beng vao
hong t6i, nhwr thé han san sang béu dau t6i. “Sao may lai n6i lao?”

Khé ma néi khi c6 mot thanh sat an vao khi quan. “Em dang c6 gidp bon
anh”, t6i n6i, nhung giong no6i phat ra nhw tiéng rén.

“Binh tinh, binh tinh nao”, Alf néi, c6 gang git hoa khi. “Ching ta déu
muon mot thit. Ching ta déu & day dé thdy em Vanna White, ding khong?
Ct tap trung vao phan thwdng di. Diéu d6 méi quan trong, ding khong
nao?”

Sai roi, t6i nghi vay. Tyler va Rene chang phung mang trgn ma chi dé c6
mdy bitc hinh ctia Vanna White. R6 rang bon ching dang theo dudi th gi
do 16m hon.

Mat cta Tyler chi cach t6i c6 vai phan. Han dang tim trén gwong mat t6i
bat ky biéu hién ctia sy nghi ngai nao. Cudi cung han ciing tha t6i ra, t6i lao
déao trén mat dat, om ldy c6 hong, ngac nhién khi nhan ra rang minh khong
bi chdy mau, chi bi tray xuéc.

“Lay may cai sot”, Tyler ndi.
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“Gio anh néi di”, Alf néi. “Bat dau thoi!”

Chiéu hom do, Clark da trom vai sot nhira ding sita tir can boc hang cua
ctra hang Food World va cat chiing trong thung rac lwu dong dang sau nha
hang Twéng quan Tso. Luc dy Alf dang leo vao thung rac va chuyén may
cai sot cho Clark, né xép ching dudi thang citu hoa theo hinh kim ty thap.
Néu t6i muén chuon thi day la co héi cudi cung. Toi khong thé chay dua
duwgc véi Tyler, nhung néu dén dugc quang san sau doc theo dwong High,
t0i sé c6 co hoi thoat khoi han mwoi mwoi. Téi biét tat ca nhitng khoang hé
trong hang gidu; co rat nhiéu cay cdi va khu vuon cung vai thi¢ linh tinh
khac sé che dugc cho toi.

Nhung sau dé thi sao? Néu toi xoay x& thoat duwgc thi bon ho van dot
nhap ctra tiém Zelinsky ma khong can t6i. T6i khong thé dé diéu dé xay ra.
Bat it thit gi sai trai xdy ra & cira tiém déu la do 16i cua t6i. Néu mudn yén
on thi t6i phai gitp Tyler va Rene dot nhap.

Trén ctta s6 tang hai, Arnold Schwarzenegger nhom day, quay vong
vong r6i lai ng6i xudng.

“Treo 1én mai”, Alf n6i. “Tao sé rung chudng ctra.”

Tyler chi t6i di dén cho cai thang: “Phu nit trwdc.”

Toi quét tay vao quan jean - troi khong phai néng lam, nhung mé hoi
chdy nhu dién trén nguoi t6i - r6i budc 1én dong sot. Khi leo 1én dinh, t6i
chi vira dua d6 cao dé c6 thé nam lay thanh thang thap nhat, nhwng lai khong
dua stre kéo 1én. Tay toi run qua.

Clark nam lay chan va day toi 1én. “Bat chan 1én gach kia”, né néi. “May
tw di duwgc khong?”

Toi ngac nhién trudc giong noi tinh queo cua no. Theo cach nd ndi thi cr
twdng ca bon dot nhap cira hang moi cudi tuan ddy. Nho Clark day tir bén
dudi, toi c6 thé 1én dugce thanh thit hai, roi thanh thit ba cho dén khi to6i leo
thang 1én.

“On Chuda”, Tyler noi, ngac nhién tredc sy vo dung cta bon toi. “Tao
chang biét dita nao que quat hon dita nao nira.”
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T6i leo 1én titng thanh thang gi mot. Cai thang rung lac va kéu lach cach
nhw sap bt khéi twong, nhung tiéng o6n cua may diéu hoa da at di tiéng
dong dé. T6i leo nita chirng thi nghe thay tiéng chudng ctra inh tai va tiéng
ché sta nhitc 6c. Gig thi kim dong hé dang chay. Bon t6i c6 ba phut dé 1én
mai va bang qua ctra hang xe dap.

Bén duéi téi cach chirng ba mét, Clark nam 14y thanh thang cudi cung
r6i tw leo 1én. Du c6 céi cang, n6 van khée va nhanh hon t6i. N6 leo ngay
sau got chan toi va giuc toi phai nhanh, nhanh hon. Tttng mang bé tong va
gi sat r6t xuéng xung quanh t6i, tdi leo nhanh hét sitc binh sinh r6i nhay 1én
mai, lan trén bé mat ay hét nhw con sau. Chang c6 gi nhiéu dé xem - chi la
bé mat nhya duwong phang li va vai 6ng nwdc bang nhya PVC. Toi di 1én go
phia tdy mai toa nha - dén ranh chia cach nha hang Twéng quan Tso véi cira
hang xe dap ké bén - rudt gan téi nhw 16n tung pheéo ca lén.

T mat dat, cai ranh tréng kha nho, mot cai khe hep ma ta c6 thé nhay
qua dé nhw b&n. Nhung & day trén mai nha thi nhin nhw vie tham hun huat
ay. Can phai 1ay da méi nhady qua dwgc - nhung lai c6 twong cao c& dau goi
boc quanh mai, dwgc dung lén cot dé cho dong voi gach khoi vang sang hai
bén. Bon t6i phai ditng trén go twong dé nhay qua.

Clark budc 1én phia sau toi: “Co mét sau.”

“Sao may biét?”

“Tao do roi. Khi bon tao diwng m6 hinh.”

“Tao khong biét tao c6 lam dwgc khéng nita.”

“May dau can lam thé”, né noi. “Tui minh cé dem cdy cau ma, may nhé
khong?”

Clark 1an khuat vao béng toi roi quay lai, mang theo mét tdim van go dai.
N6 di dén go phia dong mai nha réi can than dé miéng van doc theo cai
ranh cho dén khi dau van bén kia nam trén mai ctta hang xe dap. T6i nhan
cai dén pin va nhan ra né chi la mot tdm van cii xi rong chirng cd muwoi
centimét, va giong nhw hau hét cac thanh goé cung c& khac, né chi rong
khoang chin centimét la cung.
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Pay la cdy cau u?

Tiéng sua ctia Schwarzenegger vang 1én xuyén qua duong ranh, toi co
thé nghe duoc tiéng cua lao Tso hét vong ca dudong Market, thach thiéc bat
ctt ai dam rung chudng ctra nha 6ng kiéu nhw “c6 ngoan thi chia céi ban
mat may t6i day”. Ching to6i c6 mot phat hay téi da chin muwoi gidy trudc
khi 6ng ta quay vé phong. Moi thit dién ra nhanh hon t6i du liéu.

Tyler la ké tiép theo leo thang. “Tui may con doi cai gi?” Han buéc 1én
tdm van, budc nam bwdc tu tin qua cdi ranh, réi nhac chan 1én mai cda ctra
hang xe dap. “Di thoi. Nhanh di.”

Clark dang tay sang hai bén nhu dién vién du day va buéc dén cho tam
van. Tdm van cong xudng khi no di dén gitta chirng, r6i rung nhw bang cao
su khi n6 dén phia bén kia.

Trong khi do, Alf dang leo lén thang.

“May tim dugc tam bang nay ¢ dau day?” Tai hai.

“Getty Swamp, dang sau nha may Ford”, n6 néi. “Mot thanh go con
ngon lanh bi vitt chéng cho trong bun, may tin dwgc khong?”

Alf dang cho t6i bang qua nhung t6i ra hiéu cho n6 di trude. Toi chua
san sang. N6 nhin xudng bén dwdi vure réi ngan ngai. “Me kiép!”

“Pung thé”, t6i noi.

“Di di”, Tyler goi. “Pi nhanh nao.”

Pén ldc nay Rene dang leo 1én thang, t6i ngd rang Alf bang qua vy chi
dé thoat khoi tén d6. Pén nita tdim van, n6 mat thang bang roi nhdy qua ctra
hang xe dap. Cai thanh ndy manh, lat lai va gan nhw bt khéi mot bén. Alf
suyt ngd nhung Clark da kéo n6 vé an toan. “Tao khéng sao”, n6 noi, thé
manh. “On ma.” N6 nhin sang t6i: “May dirng nhin xuéng thi khong sao ca.
Chi can nhin thang théi.”

Rene di tiép, buwdc ngang qua mat t6i nhu toi chang hé & d6. Ga ném cai
tii vai qua ranh, né rét xuéng mai cira hang xe dap vGi mot tiéng “dung” rd
to. R6i ga dung dau mdi ung stta tdm van thang lai. Lic ga di dén budc thi
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hai, tdm van kéu rang rac. Giong nhw thit gi d6 bén trong thanh go da hw
héng ndng - phia sau da gay, hai bén bat dau nitt. Rene budc tiép bwdc thi
ba - gi dé cling dén chin mwoi can, khung nhat dam, tdm van cong tén nhw
trong bd phim hoat hinh Looney Tunes, oan cong theo cach chong lai quy
luat vat ly. Hai buéc sau do, ga da an toan trén mai ctra hang xe dap. Ga
chop 1dy cai tui roi di tiép.

“bi di”, Tyler goi.

Alf va Clark nhin bét lyc qua céi vyc. Téi nhan ra minh lam bon né mét
phen bé mat. Nhung t6i van khong di chuyén dugc.

Tyler khuyu xuéng nam lay tdm van. “Hodc la may di qua ngay hodc la
tao rut noé lai”, han noi. “Tao sé dém dén ba.”

Di trén cdy cau kia ro rang la y twdng ngu ngoc. T6i biét trong lwgng cia
Rene da day thanh go dén gidi han cta né. T6i danh cudc ca mang séng cia
t0i vao mot thanh go da ngdm ca nam troi trong bun. Nhung t6i khong thé &
lai phia sau dugc. Toi phai di theo bon ho, gitr cho moi th khong vugt qua
tam kiém soat. Toi budc téi tdm van.

Budc di dau tién kha dé dang. Nhung budce thit hai, budc ma t6i hoan
toan roi khoi mai nha - do6 1a sy tritng phat! Tam van lung lay dwéi sitc
nang cua toi, lac Iw nhw ria van tregt. Toi sai lam khi nhin xuéng dudi,
nhung khéng cé gi dé nhin ca - khong c6 khe ranh, chi 1a mot ho dém tham
tham, mot cai hd sau khong day.

Budc thit ba khong thé twéng twong noi. T6i khong dam tién cling chang
dam lui, khong con gi dé bam viu ca. Thanh g6 lac lw qua dit. T6i mac ket
roi. Phia bén kia caa vach vy, Alf va Clark dang huwéng dan cho t6i, nhwng
chi toan nghe thay tiéng on. Bon né khong hiéu dwgc toan liéu cua t6i,
khong ai hiéu dwoc ca. T6i da thang bang, nhung t6i can tap trung toi da dé
gitt thang bang. Néu t6i dich chuyén trong lwgng cia minh du chi 1a mot
phan, thanh go sé hoi dap lai ngay, r6i thi t6i khong con cach nao dé gitr
thang bang lai.

https://thuviensach.vn



T6i muodn giai thich cho Alf va Clark, nhwng néi chuyén ciing nguy hiém
nita. Cac co cua toi citng do va bat dau run 1én. M6 hoi dang d6 xudng hai
bén thai dwong. Gac qua co man suy nghi r6i boi, tdi nghe tiéng Tyler la
mang moi nguoi: “Cam di, cam hét di!”

Bong nhién vic tham bén dudi toi chuyén thanh mot khoang trong binh
thuong véi twong bé tong va dd sau hitu han. Anh sdng phét ra tir hai bén,
x6a nhoa kich thwéc va chiéu, soi sang tuyén 16 trinh cho Tackleberry di
tuan tra.

Do 1a mot phép mau. Ching tdi cé thé két thic tit cd ngay ltc nay. Tack
sé giup t6i roi khoi cai thanh nay va dudi Tyler, Rene khéi ctra tiém, t0i sé
gidi thich moi thit. Bung, sé co6 tring phat, nhung khong cé tritng phat nao
giét t6i ca. Khong giong nhuw cdy cau. Téi c6 m& miéng, nhung ham toi
ctrng do roi. Toi khong thé.

Tack dang huyt sao mot bai hat toi khong nhan ra duvgc - mot trong
nhitng bai hat ma ta thudc tron 10i, du chang thich lam. Han c& quét cay
den pin ra trwdc sau, t6i nghi thit duy nhét khién han khong thay tdi chinh
la cai vanh mii rong ctia han. Han di qua bén dudi téi va bong dém lai theo
buwdc han ma kéo dén, x6a hét chiéu kich cai ranh, 14p vao d6 thém khoadng
khong. T6i khong dam quay dau nhin theo han. T6i tdp trung vao budc
chén va tiéng huyt sdo ctia han cho dén khi t6i khong nghe dugc nita. Roi
toi lai chénh vénh mot minh.

“Billy”, Alf goi.

T6i nhay mat. N6 dang dirng trén ria mai ctra hang xe dap, vuon tay vé
phia toi.

“May dang tay ra dugc khong?”

T6i lac dau. Khong con co héi nira.

“Pua tay day”, Tyler néi. “Khong tao sé ném cai mé 1ét nay vao 6c thoi
cuia may.”

T6i dang tay. Du Alf da nhoai ngudi ra phia toa nha, van con mét khoang
cach 16n gitta nhitng ngon tay cua hai dita t6i. “May buéc dén ti nita duoc
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khong? Chi ntva buéce thoi!”

Khong dau. Khong c6 chuyén doé dau. Tyler c6 thé ném cai mo lét vao so
toi, nhung toi khong dong day gi ca.

Alf buéc 1én dau kia ctia tdm van, r6i tron gan hon, ting chat mot,
kiém tra kha nang chiu dung cua thanh go6. Tam van gao lén va rung lac,
nhung Alf tiép tuc thir van may tién tGi, vieon tay dén t6i. D6 1a diéu mao
hiém nhat, nguy hiém nhat va ngu ng6c nhat n6 titng lam - t6i dang néi vé
dita da tirng an ca bang ghim kep trong mot cudc thach dau.

“On 16i”, n6 thi tham. “Dé tao gitp may, Billy. Tao sé& kéo may ra khoi
day.”

bén lic mdy ngon tay cua n6 cham vao tay toi, ching toi dang dirng &
gitta chit V 16n. N6 ctt tiép tuc xi xao may 1oi dong vién, xoa diu t6i, va khi
né nam co tay t6i, téi thdy da can dam bwéc dén trude. Clark nhin bon t6i
tl* mai cra hang xe dap. T6i nhan ra né dang cam co6 tay kia cua Alf, gii
thang bang trong khi Alf rwdn ra citu t6i. Néu co gi xay ra vGi tdm van, cd
ba dira t6i sé té xudng khoang khong kia.

Thay vao do, né kéo toi vé phia an toan. T6i leo 1én mai ctia cira hang xe
dap roi khuyu xudng. Tyler kéo tam van, nhin t6i khinh bi: “Tui may quay
xong chua?”

“N6 khong sao dau”, Alf noi, vo lung toi. “May 6n, dung khong Billy?”

“Chac r6i”, Clark néi. “Tt cho nay thi lwét ém ro6i.”

Toi thi nghi ngwgc lai, cha ém gi ¢4, vi t6i phai bang qua cay cau kia mot
lan nita dé vé nha. Nhung do la van dé sau nay. Bon né giup toi ditng day,
roi di theo Tyler qua mai nha.

Doi vadi bat ky nguwdi nao bén dwdi duwong, cira hang xe dap, cong ty du
lich va ctra tiém Zelinsky la ba toa nha véGi ba két cdu riéng biét, nhung day
chi 1a 4o anh. That ra, d6 1a ba khoi cé kich thwdc bang nhau trong mot toa
nha 16n riéng biét. Mai rong, phang - khong biét duwgc ctra hang xe dap két
thic cho6 nao va cong ty du lich bat dau ¢ dau - nhung moi khoi cé cira sap
thong v4i mai va moi cira sap khac tén theo nganh kinh doanh twong ng.
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Rene md tii cda han, sap xép nhitng thit bén trong ngay canh ctra sap co6
ghi nhan Zelinsky. Ga mang theo cdi mo lét thép citng, may khoan dién
khong day v6i nhiéu miii khoan thay thé, WD-40*, nhitng cay kim cat day,
co le va (khong giai thich duwgc) con dao c6 hinh dang nhu 1wGi dao pha
hang thit. Ga deo kinh bdo hd va dat dén han nhé 1én mot céi ban 1€; n6 16e
tia Itra sang xanh va khong khi thoang mui nhv ¢ tram xang.

Tén mot loai dau chong gi sét da nang.

“Gan xong chwa?” Tyler hai.

Rene gat dau. Thay vi than trong mé tirng con 6c dé ca bon cé thé lap lai
ctra sap sau do, ga dang cat déi m¢@ ban 1€, pha nat chiing. Sau khi ga lam
xong, ca bon sé xé toac cai cta ngay trén mai.

Toi kéo Alf sang mot bén: “Tui minh phai stra lai moi thit sau khi xong
viéc. Tui minh phdi hanh dong giong nhw ma vay, nhé khong?”

“Ho biét ho lam gi ma.”

“Pay khong phai ké hoach ctia bon minh.”

“Chi la may cai ban 1é théi ma, Billy. Chiing con chwa bang gia may to
bao nita.”

“Tui minh dang tra gia cho may to tap chi do.”

“Ch may muon tao phai lam gi? Gio khong thé ngan bon ho lai duoc
dau!”

Clark tham gia vao cudc cdi nhau. “Thé nay an toan hon”, né cam doan
v6i t6i. “Tao khong muon bi hot.”

R6i n6 kéo cai do thun che miii, ho sdc sua vi mui hang hac cta kim loai
tan chdy. Ca mai nha ngap ngua khéi, t6i khong biét bén dwdi dwong ngudi
ta c6 thay khong. Néu Tack danh xong mot vong ma khong gap suw ¢o nao,
ong sé quay lai nha ga ngay lic ndy. Ong s& thdy hién trang cla toa nha
Zelinsky. Ong c6 thé s& chii y ddm khoi xam béc 1én tir ting mai.

Rene da cat xong thanh ban 1é cudi cung, tat déen han va thao kinh bao
hd. Ga réo goi Tyler, hai nguwdi bon ho thi tham véi nhau. Ro6i Tyler goi ca
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bon dén ditng xung quanh may cdi ctra.

“Moi ngwoi gitt mot goc”, han noéi. “Chung ta sé nang ctra 1én. May cai
clra nay nang lam day, coi chirng may ngon tay.”

Ca bon vao vi tri xung quanh cai ctta sap, Tyler va Rene doéi dién Clark
va Alf. Khong c6 goc dé t6i nang 1én nén toi len vao gitta hai dita nd. Tyler
bao toi lui ra. “Ngay khi bon tao nang len, bao dong sé kich hoat. May sé
c6 bon muoi lam gidy dé chay xuong tang dwdi roi nhap mat ma vao. May
lam dvgc chuyén d6 ma khong nghich bay chia?”

“Pugc”, toi dap, lan dau tién trong ca dém tbi noi rat ty tin. Toi biét toi
c6 thé tim dwgc 16i di trong tiém, du la trong béng t6i. T6i co thé tat bao
dong va lay nam t0 tap chi. T6i c6 thé dem ching 1én mai va ca bon sé vé
nha, chang dinh dang dén ai nita. “Cit ngoi yén ¢ day di”, toi néi vdi ca
bon. “Tao sé lo moi chuyén.”

“Kha lam”, Tyler néi. “Vi néu c6 gi bat trac, bon tao sé tha ctra xudng va
dé may lai do.”

Ca bon ngoi xudng, dat ngén tay phia dwdi civa. Roi theo nhip dém dén
ba ctia Tyler, tit cd nang 1én, nhung ré rang la chiing t6i da bo sot cai gi dé
vi may canh ctra khéng hé dong day. Ca bon cit gam lén hung huc, nhung
chang c6 gi xay ra. Co gi do trong két cau xay dung - c6 1€ la co ché nao do
trong chot khoa - dang gitt ching lai.

Tyler dirng lai dé bé khdp tay va chinh nam tay. “Thi lai di”, han néi.
“Dém dén ba.”

Dén ba thi ca bon lai nang 1én, nhung chang ich gi. Du c6 mot tay nhung
Clark van c6 gang cat lyc nhw ngwoi khac, dén mic mat né tim tai. T6i ngu
ngoc ty cho phép minh lac vao khoanh khac hy vong; c6 khi canh ctta sé
khong mé ra, ca bon sé lai vé nha tay trang, khong mat mat gi trir vai cai
ban 1é hu héng.

“Khong biét sao nita”, t6i néi. “Cé khi...”

Mot tiéng ré khung khiép khién t6i dirng 10i - tiéng dinh 6c bi giat khéi
thanh gb - va géc cta Rene bi kéo vang ra khdi mai. Mot sgi day trang 6
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ban ling lang tir ctra, vét nitt lan rong, ché mai noi dit lia.

“P6 la sgi day bao dong”, t6i noi.

Chang ai té vé quan tam dén phat hién cta t6i. Ca bon dang ban kéo céac
goc 1én, khong muon bi Rene vurgt mat.

“May nguoi bat bao dong r6i”, t6i nai.

“Sap r6i”, Tyler can nhan, nhitng mach méu han Ién c6 han.

“Nang qua”, toi noi. “Khong c6 thoi gian...”

Nhitng giday quy gia dang truwgt khoi bon tdi: mot mississippi, hai
mississippi, ba mississippi...

“Chung ta lam dwgc”, Tyler noi. “Cung nhac lén!”

Clark stra nam tay r6i gao lén, bé géc ctia n6 va budc lui lai. N6 dwa bon
ngon tay rit mot dwong mau do méng manh; mau phun ra trén bé mat canh
tay lanh l1dn ctia né va chdy dai xuéng dudi ban tay. Bon mississippi, ndm
mississippi, sdu mississippi... Rene day Clark qua m6t bén va choan git
goc cta no. Linh cdm dwong nhw mach cho toi biét rang Rene 1a nguwdi duy
nhat trong bon da dé phong bang cach mang gang tay.

Tyler liéc nhin t6i: “Phu mét tay nao, thang khon!”

T6i ding gitta Alf va Tyler nhung khong c6 goc day. Ca bon giong nhw
dang nang chiéc xe hoi vay. Mat Alf nhé nhai mo6 hoi, bon t6i ¢6 hét sic
dén noi c6 ai d6 phot ca ram. Thém mot tiéng dinh sat gi nita va Rene lam
vang goc thit hai khoi mai nha. Ga thét 1én dac thang, nhung da qua tré, tat
ca da qua tré, t6i nham dém tirng gidy trong dau.

“Chung ta phai roi khoi day!” Tai rit len.

Chang ai tra 10i t6i. Gio thi hai goc da bat ra, Rene va Tyler s& hitu luc
day khang khiép. Bon ho cung twa vao cira, gap nguoi lai theo mot géc bon
muoi lam do va khoi 10 ra ba bac thang gé dan xuéng vao trong bong toi.

“Pi!” Tyler gam lén.

“Muon roi!” t6i noi.
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Rene nam tay t6i, day t6i vao cai 16. Toi truegt xuéng day bac thang, dap
xuong nén bang bung, dap mat vao ta dung ho so bang kim loai. Pén pin
lan khdi tay t6i. Bau do trong tiém, t6i nghe dugc tiéng kéu rich rich caa hé
thong bao dong, dém nhitng gidy con lai cho dén khi chuyén kinh hoang gi
xdy ra. T6i cham tay vao tran, né w6t dam.

Hai mwoi ba mississippi, hai muoi bon mississippi...

T6i bo trén san nha cho dén khi tim thay cai dén pin réi diéng day. Toi
quay trd lai véi co man nhitng chiéc ké va thung carton - nhung trong dém
t0i, chang th gi nhin quen thudc ca. Toi Ié budc theo 16i di, tim dén cho
bac thang, nhung tat ca nhitng gi t6i nhin thay chi c6 thung va thung. Pau
t0i ct rung 1én, t6i chang suy nghi dwoc gi ca. Khong tap trung dugc. Toi di
vong quanh mé cung, dém tirng gidy thanh tiéng: “Ba muoi ba mississippi,
ba mwoi bén mississippi...”

Co gi do khong dung. Nhitng bac thang dau? Toi da di xong mot vong
roi thdy minh quay trd lai ctta sap. Bon ho nhin xuéng cho t6i khong khai
ngac nhién.

“May dang lam gi thé?” Alf héi.

“Xw cai bao dong di chir!” Clark nai.

“Khong la tao ném may khoi cai mai chét bam nay day”, Tyler néi.

To6i qua s¢ khong thé nghi ra thit gi d6 - so chuong bao dong, so bi tom
gay, sg phai bang qua cdy cau kia lan nita - nhung noi sg mang tén Tyler
Bell 1an at tat ca. Toi thi lai. Sy tap trung cua toi dan trd lai. T6i nhan ra 16i
di bi hang déng thung carton chan lai. Zelinsky c6 1& da dem mét thung day
hang dé day cho xt ly sau.

To6i day m@ thung, ching d6 xuéng tang dwdi kem theo nhitng tiéng
“ram”, toi nira nga ntra chay theo ching. Tang mot téi den nhw myc, nhung
toi c6 den pin va biét 16i di quanh ddy. T6i chay qua cai ban noi ma Mary
va toi da 1ap trinh tro Phdo dai cdm, qua ca quay tinh tién noi ma Zelinsky
dwa ra 16i moi lam viéc. Néu viéc dém nham trong dau (bén muoi ba
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mississippi, b6n muoi bén mississippi...) la ding, bdo dong sap hu inh 6i
10i.

T6i chay dén trwdc cira tiém va nhan nut tat trén bang diéu khién. Trén
man hinh hién thi nhdp nhday NHAP MA TRUY CAP, t6i bét chuéc nhitng
thao tac t6i da thdy Mary thwc hién - trén trai, dwdi gitta, dwdi gitta, trén
gitta - nhung chang c6 gi xay ra ca.

Ltc do, toi nhan ra la t6i tiéu tung roi, t6i da nhap mat ma sai bét.

Sau dé c6 mot tiéng “bip” 16n.

Lién sau dé, tiéng “bip” dirng han.

Toi vao trong.
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2300 REM *** ALARM SOUND ***
2310 FOR 1=0 TO 22:POKE L1+L,0
2320 NEXT I:POKE LI+24,15

2330 POKE L1+5,80:POKE LI+6,243
2340 POKE L1+3,4:POKE L1+4,65
2350 FOR 1=20 TO 140 STEP5

2360 POKE L1+1,I:NEXT I

2370 POKE LI+4,64

2380 FOR I=1 TO 50:NEXT

2390 RETURN

Im

Ctra tiém toan mui g6, myc, thudc 14 va mui cda Zelinsky, giong nhuw 6ng
ta dang loay hoay dau day hut tau thuoc va chat hang 1én ké. To6i xoay mot
vong, chia den pin vao cac goc, ddm bdo rang chi c6 mot minh toi.

RO6i toi bat tay vao viéc. Ban may cta Zelinsky du dwa trén cai ban 1€, tao
ra mét khodng trong hep da dé t6i chui vao phia sau quay. Khoang khéng
nghiém cdm bat ky ai ngoai trtv Zelinsky méi dugc vao, t6i cdm giac nhw
minh dang tréo 1én giwdng cta dng vay. O ddy c6 xi ga va thudc 14, ta kinh
day nhitng bat ltra c6 va nhitng cudn vé sb cao, cai ké nhan nhan nhirng tap
chi nguai 16n: Playboy, Penthouse va Oui.

T6i chdp 1dy ndm to tap chi s6 phat hanh c6 hinh cia Vanna White, r6i
dat to hai muwoi d6 me t6i cho 1én ngan ta dung tién. Khuyu tay t6i ty 1én
cai khay nhé c6 dong chitr “Can mot dong, 1ay mot dong”, t6i can than dat
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no6 vé diung cho, dé ding cai khay t6i da tim thdy né. T6i cha dam cham vao
cai gi khac nira.

T6i dang trd lai phong trung bay hang khi nhitng tén kia bat dau di
xuong cau thang.

“Co6 ro6i”, t0i noi, tay gio nhitng to tap chi. “Moi ngudi mot to.”

Rene chay nhanh qua mat t6i, hwéng dén trudce tiém.

“Pi dugc rdi”, t6i néi véi ga.

“Ti tir da”, Tyler néi. Han di theo ga anh ho, Alf va Clark ciing theo sau.

V6i nhitng canh ctta chdp bang thép che ctta s, ca ctra tiém t6i nhu hii
nat, nhung nhd anh sang den pin cling da tim dwoc 16i di. Hodc gan da -
Alf va vao khu bay hang bt bi, vai hop rét tan tanh trén san. N6 bat cuoi
boi roi.

“Can than”, t6i néi. “Nhat lén di.”

Vai ngay trudc, t6i da nhin thdy Zelinsky bay hang, can than xép tirng
cay theo mau: den, xanh va do. Alf khong quan tam 10i t6i n6i nén t6i cui
xuong thu gom mé but, x€ép lai ding nhw t6i da thay.

Phia trw6c quay, Tyler va Rene dang xem xét bang diéu khién bdo dong.
N6 day nhitng 4nh déen LED va dom sang, nhung chi c6 mot cai dang nhap
nhay - mot nit xanh luc ghi SAN SANG.

Tyler nhin t6i va cwdi man nguyén: “May van nghi con bé d6 doi ma a?”

“Co thé c6 bao dong ngam”, t6i noi. “Cé khi da goi canh sat roi khong
chirng.”

“Co6 thé”, Tyler néi. “Nhung tao lai khong nghi thé.”

Rene ma& cai tdi vai ra roi l1dy thém mat cai tii nita - cling cing mau sac
va kich ¢@. Ga giti mot céi, bat né ra. Roi ga nang cai ban may va dem ca
hai tui ra sau quay.

“Quay tinh tién rong khong a”, t6i néi. Rene phét 10 nén t6i quay sang
Tyler. “Anh da 1am & day. Anh biét Zelinsky vét hét tién vé mdi dém. Ong
ay dem tién mat cho vao két sat @ Quy tiét kiém ma.”
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Tyler boc 1ay thanh sdcola tir ké keo, mé gidy goi va quang mé gidy lén
san. “Thu gian di.”

Alf kéo tay toi. “Di thoi”, no thi tham. “Ching ta c6 dugc thit ching ta
muon r6i.”

“That day”, Clark néi. Cai tay lanh ctia n6é duwgc boc trong vat 4o thun
nhing van khéng ngan dwgc mau tira ra. Nhitng cham dé nho tham trén san
quanh doi giay cta né. “Tao tiéu roi. Tao can cai bang hay mot céai gi dé
nhw thé. May nita, Billy. Tran may dinh day mau.”

T6i dwa hai to tap chi cho Alf: “May muén thi may c& di. Nhung tao &
lai. Néu c6 gi d6 xdy ra, do la 16i cua ca bon.”

“Chang c6 gi xay ra dau”, Alf noi.

Rene vung céi xa beng dap céi ta day bat Itta c6. Cira kinh ran nhung
khong v@. Phai dap thém ba nhat nita méi v& dugce. Rene dat cay xa beng
xuong, bat dau lay bat Itta ra khoi ta, bo titng cai vao cai tui rong. Cudi
cung thi t6i cling hiéu tai sao ga dén: nhitng chiéc bat Itta dé mang di, dé
ban & may cita hang cam do hay cho chg den va tri gia hét thay 1a bay ngan
nam tram do hoac hon.

“Durng lai”, toi bao ga. “Khong dwgc lay ching!”

Rene phdt 10 t6i. Loi téi noi chi nhw tiéng ve kéu 1i nhi trong tai ga. Toi
quay sang Tyler. Han nhat 1ay thanh xa beng va dang cdm nhan sitc nang
ctia n6. N6 dai cd sdu muwoi mét hay bdy mwoi sdu centimét, loai thanh ma
cac nhan vién y té dung dé nay ctta xe hoi bep dim. T6i buwdc dén trudc
mat Tyler va noi: “T6i khong dén day dé trom cap.”

“Tao cling vay”, Tyler noi.

Han an xong thanh soc6la, quang gidy géi di. T6i cti xudng nhat n6 1én.
Zelinsky ludn yéu cau t6i va Mary gilt can phong gon gang, nhdt rac, tai
ché lon soda va don sach gidy rac. Tyler nhin t6i reén lay mau gidy réi cuoi
nhao: “Pung ban tam.”

“Tai sao khong?”
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“V1 tao chwa xong.”

Han vung cdy xa beng vao gia keo, day dwa n6 va lam do tat ca hang ké -
ca dong keo nhai, bac ha va sécola roi xudng giay toi. Alf va Clark lui lai,
nhung Rene tham chi khong thém nhin. Ga ci 1ay bat Itra tw ta kinh nhw 1ay
tao.

“Pu r6i”, t6i ndi. “Bi thoi.”

Nhung Tyler chi méi bat dau. Han xoay tit cai xa beng nhw cay ba toong
16i di theo 16i bay hang toan may danh chi.

“Sau thang lam & day”, han néi. “Tao lau san nha. Tao chat hang 1én ké.
Tao stta ca cdi nha kho chét tiét ay. Con cai phong trén tang hai? Khi tao
dén, n6 nhu cai 6 chudt. Tao thiét ké lai. Gan nhitng cai ké 1én.”

Dung dudi cong cda cai xa beng, han méc vao hong chi€c may danh chir
xach tay hiéu Brother va hat tung né khéi ké. N6 rét xuéng vdi tiéng va
lodng xodng. Tyler budc qua nd, ti€p tuc pha cai may tiép theo, mot cai
Olivetti den 16i thoi. “Tao dén ding gid, tao lam viéc, con tén khon do duoi

»

tao.

“Anh trom do6 cta 6ng ay”, toi noi.

“Me kiép”, Tyler néi. “Tao chwa bao gid trom cédi gi & cho nay hét.
Nhung tao sé néi cho may chuyén gi da xdy ra, néu may thuc sy mudn
biét.”

Chiéc Olivetti va vao san va bach ra nhu quéa dwa, v& tan tanh ngay &
gitta, 10 ra nhitng bo phan bén trong mau den nhép nhap dau. Tyler nhin lao
lién, t6i nghi han dang ngdm thudc, vi diéu tiép theo han néi nghe that 16
bich: “Trwdc hét, Mary Zelinsky la con khon hitng tinh nhat tao tirng biét.
Tl ngay tao bat dau lam & day, tay n6 Iic nao ciing mé may ngudi tao. Moi
lan b6 gia quay lwng di, n6 sé ca vao ngwoi tao. Pay hai ti vao mat tao. Tao
roi ctra hang la n6 dudi theo tao trén dwong Market, nam khuyu tay tao nhw
thé tao la ban trai n6 vay.”

Han pha thém ba chi€c may danh chit nita, ddp ching xudng san, roi
quay sang ké keo Elmer - mudi hai cai chai mau trang v4i nhitng dong chi
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dan mau cam, xép thanh hang nhw may chu linh d6 choi. Chi mot ct vung
xa beng chiing lap titc virong vai khap ctra hiéu. Tyler van cit 1ai nhai: “Qua
vai tuan, tao chiu hét nbi con bé d6. Tao nghi n6 sé chan thoi, n6é sé cut
hitng. Nhung né khong hé cut hitng, n6 con choi bao hon! N6 gti thw va
10i bai hat cho tao. Thé la mot ngay, tao m@ long v&i né. Tao ndi, ‘Xin 106i,
nhung em sé chang bao gio 1a ban gai cia anh duwgc. Khong bao gio xdy ra,
khong bao gio.” D6 1a Iic n6 chay vé vdi ong bo gia. Néi v6i ong ta rang
tao dang co trom mot cai bat Itra. Tén khon kia dudi tao ngay lap tirc.”

bén lic nay Tyler da thoi pha phach. Han tdp trung ké chuyén, nhin
thang vao mat t6i dé dam bdo rang t6i van chu y nghe han néi. T6i gat dau
vao ding nhitng cho can thiét nhung t6i biét han chi néi phét thoi, giong
nhw nhitng chuyén vé Senora Fernandez va hu hi v4i géi trén mai nha ga.

“Gio0 thi... néu bay nhiéu dé chwa du té”, Tyler tiép tuc, “Zelinsky réu
rao khap pho dé khong ai thué tao ca. Roi chang may choc tao khong da
tién trd bao hiém cho chiéc xe ctia tao. Mot ngay sau ca den dui dé, thé véi
Chua, Tack kéo tao lai va tich thu bang 1ai cua tao. Gid tao that nghiép va
khong c6 cach nao di day do dugc. Tat ca chi vi Mary va cha n6. Nén day
la cach nho nho tao néi cdAm on, hiéu khéng?”

Co6 18 néu toi tra 10i “C6” thi dém ay han sé két thic ngay tai d6. Ching
toi sé 1dy may to tap chi va bat Itra tuén 1én mai, chiing t6i sé bang qua cay
cau va vé nha.

Thay vao do, t6i no6i: “Anh dung la nham vai.”

Tyler nhin t6i vé ngac nhién. Nhung t6i khong thé kiém soat dugc minh.
Ai d6 phai néi ra: Han ding la nham nhi. Han ta biét, toi biét, bat ky ngwoi
nao quen biét Mary ciing biét diéu do.

“Tao? Tao ma noi nham a?”

“Mary sé khong doi nao theo dudi anh”, t6i n6i. “Co6 dy qua t6t nén
khong hgp v6i anh.”

Tyler khit mii: “May thi biét quai gi vé con bé d6.”

“T6i biét minh can tin twéng ai”, toi noi.
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biéu nay thuc sy khién han néi khung. Tyler nham cai ké gan nhat, vung
cai xa beng nhu cay gay bong chay, lam v& nhitng hii myc va keo dinh, xi
mang nhya. Han vung lan nita va lan nita, dap nat bat ¢t thit gi trong tam
mat, may tinh, may thu ngan, hang héa vung vai trén san, han giam lén
ching v6i doi bot da. Han dang dap pha va hwéng vé phia toi. Toi twa lung
vao may hat Aiwa phat nhac cda ctra tiém; t6i nhan nut THOAT trén héc
bang, nhét vao tii cai bang Nhirng tinh khiic duoc yéu thich nhdt thdp nién
80, r6i quy tha ma bat danh bai chuén. Lat sau, may hat da nam trén san;
Tyler giam g6t bot 1én nd, nghién né thanh tirng manh nhé, giong nhuw han
dang cudp di sy song ra khoi né vay. Toi c¢ ty nhu rang sang mai moi
chuyén sé dau vao day thoi - moi thit sé dwoc xép vao ké trd lai - nhung
Tyler khong hé mui long va niém tin cda tdi chéng phai m¢. Han pha v&
mot ong pin. Pap hang ta kinh doc sach. Han duc khoét bitc twong va pha
vO thiét bi chiéu sang, giat may bién hiéu chit viét tay xudng. Néu Rene
khong xen vao, t6i khong dam chac han sé ding lai. Anh ho ctia han mac
hai tti vai qua vai - ching chat day bat Itta c6, bao thudc 1a dén mitc khong
thé kéo khéa dugc - ga xoa diu Tyler chi v6i mot cdi cham vao vai. Rene
khong can noi gi cd. Bon t6i déu hiéu y ga: du la da. Cwra tiém tan tanh. Gio
1a Iac phai di.

Tyler dirng lai dé thd. Tat ca dong do nat nay khién han hét hoi. “Bon ta
sé dap may cai may tinh trén dwong ra”, han noi, quay vé phia phong trung
bay hang. “Con bé d6 mé may thit chét tiét ay.”

T6i bwdc dén tredc mat han: “Khong.”

Tyler thu cai xa beng, gio cao qua dau han, cho t6i mdt khoanh khac dé
thay doi y dinh: “Bién.”

T6i lao dén ldy thanh xa beng nhung khong lam duwgc. Tyler dung dau
g0i trai ngang duwong toi, vat toi nga xuéng san. Toi nga 1én dong kinh doc
sach, Tyler giang thanh xa beng xuéng. Han danh vao mét bén hong toi, roi
moi thit bong trang béch, nhw ldc t6i nhin vao mat trgi vay. Con dau that
bat chgt va nhéi budt, t6i gan nhw nén thoc.
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T6i lan 16n trén dong kinh doc sach va cudn ching vao bung minh. Néu
toi du hoi sitc dé noi, t6i sé cau xin Tyler khong danh t6i nita.

Han budc qua toi va tién vé phia phong trung bay hang.

Alf va Clark do lay tay to6i r6i gitp toi ditng ddy. “Ra khoi day th6i”, Alf
thi tham. “Thang nay dién r6i. Ching ta khong ngan han dugc dau.”

T6i lac dau. Van con mot cach két thic chuyén nay.

“Bon may lén mai di”, t6i néi. “Chay cang nhanh cang t6t.”

“Con may thi sao?” Clark hoi lai.

“Veé nha di. Hay ra khéi noi nay.”

ROi t6i di khap khiéng dén trudc tiém va nham den pin vao ban phim
Ademco. Hau hét cac nut kha kho hiéu, dac biét la trong béng tdi, nhung
duy c6 mot nit dé ghi BAO PONG ma nhin vao thi biét ngay cong dung
cta no. Tiéng coi bdo dong phat ra ngay 1ap titc - dinh ca tai, nhu tiéng coi
xe citu thwong & khoang cach gan vay. Toi bit tai lai, trigt chan trén mot
cudn phao cttu sinh, nga sap mat xuong san.

Vét sang trang nhap nhay mudi lan moi gidy, khién nhitng ctt dong ctia
toi nhw trong canh quay cham ky cuc. T6i dirng lai chi dua dé 1ay to Playboy
- t6i khong roi noi diy ma khong c6 to tap chi dau - roi t6i lai khap khiéng
di vé phan sau ctra tiém, budc sang nhitng chiéc may danh chir da bi pha
nat, 1at lai may cai ta ho so. Tiéng bao dong rén vang khong ngirng, toi biét
am thanh loan khdp khu duong Market. Bang qua phong trung bay hang,
toi thdy chién thuat cta t6i da hiéu nghiém. Cai may 64 ctia Mary van con
nguyen. Ca tiém Zelinsky bi dap pha tan tanh, nhung phong trung bay hang
va nhitng chiéc may tinh & day van con nguyén.

T6i nhdy 1én cau thang va phéng qua co man nhitng chiéc thung. Ra
ngoai mai, tiéng bao dong diu hon mot chut, nhwng lai c6 tiéng bao dong
m&i chong lén bao dong cii - tiéng xe canh sét tuan tra dang dén. Chot canh
sat Wetbridge cach noi nay chi bon tda nha, ho dén day chac chi vai giay
chit khong dén vai phut.
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T6i chay qua cac mai nha. Bon n6 da dé tam van lam cau vao vi tri. Tyler
dang ¢ trén mai ctia nha hang Twéng quan Tso, Clark thi dang v0i bang qua
vue tham. Rene va Alf dang & trén mai ctra hang xe dap dgi dén lugt. Rene
ném cdi tdi vai du sang cai ranh, cai thi nhat, r6i cai thit hai. Hai céi tdi va
vao mai nha hang Twéng quan Tso, do dac bén trong vang ra, md bat ltra va
bao thudc 14 vieong vai khap noi. Schwarzenegger gop thém vao tiéng bao
dong bang tiéng sua dién cuong.

“Nhanh 1én!” Tyler thét lén.

Rene budc hai buwdce 1én chiéc cau. Thanh go cong vong dudi sitc nang
cta ga, roi gay doi. Ga roi xudng duwédi, bién mat vao trong béng toi, giong
nhu vién da mat hit dugi giéng sau. Lat sau, gitta nhitng tiéng bao dong, t6i
nghe tiéng hét that thanh va tiéng miéng go gay nat.
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2400 REM *** CAPTURED BY GUARDS ***
2410 FOR I=L1 TO L1+24

2420 POKE L,O:NEXT I

2430 POKE L1+24,47

2440 POKE L1+5,71:POKE L1+6,240

2450 POKE L1+4,22:POKE L1+1,36

2460 POKE L1,85

2470 FOR T=1 TO 250:NEXT T

2480 FOR T=15TO 0 STEP-1

2490 POKE L1+24,INT(T):NEXT T:RETURN

Im

Sau khi chup hinh va lay van tay, t6i dwgc Tack dwa dén bot dién thoai
roi dwa hai mwoi lam xu. “Goi nhanh”, 6ng noi.

Tay t6i da bi cong, t6i suyt lam roi dong xu khi nhét n6 vao khe. To6i goi
dén siéu thi, sép ctia me to6i, 6ng Nanatte, trd 10i dién thoai: “Food World
xin nghe.”

Ong 4y c6 vé nhw bi 1am phién - 6ng ay ldc ndo ciing thé - nén tdi mat
hét can dam r6i gac dién thoai.

“Sao thé?” Tack héi.

“Chéu khong can goi dién.”

Ong ta thd dai, 1y trong tdi ra mot xu nita. “Phai c6 ai d6 chi. Ong noi?
Hay chu bac gi cling dugc.”

To6i lac dau: “Chau sé néi tat cd moi chuyén xay ra. Chau khong can ai
gidap ca.”
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To6i da co6 gang giai thich sy tinh ké tir Itic ho gitp t6i leo xuéng khéi mai
nha. Nhung moi khi téi c6 gang chitng minh minh vo t0i, Tack bao t6i dgi
da. “Chung ta sé 1ay 10i khai thém ti nita”, 6ng ta n6i. “Moi thit ludn c6 quy
trinh.”

T6i hy vong néu t6i thuat lai cau chuyén tir goc nhin cia minh, toi sé c6
co hoi dugce vé nha trwde khi me tan ca. T6i khong trom cap hay pha phach
gi ca. Alf va Clark ciing thé. T6i duy nhat ctia may dita t6i la mua to tap chi
nguoi 16n kia, vGi hinh Vanna White trén trang bia, ai trach bon téi chi?
Nhitng thit khac thi cé thé do tdi cho Tyler va Rene. Bon ho mdi that sy la
ké xdu, viéc ho bi bat 1a do t6i da can dam kich hoat bao dong. Rene dugc
dwa vao bénh vién trong xe ctru thuong. Nhitng nguwoi con lai trong chung
toi thi bi gidi dén don trong nhitng chiéc xe khac nhau, bi giam & nhitng
phong khac nhau. Pau éc t6i cit quay mong mong, tap duwgt cau chuyén ma
toi dgi lwgt dé ké cho Tack nghe.

Nhung khi canh ctta mé ra, day la hai ga khac, trong vé binh thvong. Ho
nhin cha c6 vé nhitng tay c6m dang so chut nao. Mot nguwdi mdc ao nit len
Giants, nguoi kia mac do khodc Members Only. Ho ¢6 mui thudc 14 va nhin
nhu vira budce ra khoi quan bar nao do ¢ T.G.I. Friday’s. Ga mac ao Giants
dang no6i dd chuyén, cha thém nhin t6i: “... xe cta t6i van con & bénh vién
nén Pudding noi la sé dwa t6i vé. Bon toi dén do6 va lic dé6 mudn roi, da qua
ntrta dem.”

“Pay la bénh vien Lincoln?”

“Pung thé, ngay tai s6 27. Noi nay vang tanh. Chiéc Mustang cta tdi la
chiéc 0 t6 duy nhat trong cai bai thénh thang nay. Khi Pudding dau sat bén,
toi thay c6 gi dé trén mui xe. Mot lo thay tinh nhd. Giong nhw lo dung thirc
an cho tré vay, anh biét chit?”

“Trén xe a?”

“Pung vay. Mot lo dung thitc an tré em trén mui xe. Nén toi di ra khoi xe
cta Pudding, dén dé chuyén cai lo di, thé anh biét trong dé c6 gi khong?”
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Ga 40 Members Only nhin hi hitng: “T6i doan day khong phai la thic an
tré em dung khong?”

“Anh néi ding, ddy khong phai thitc an tré em.”

“Oi, khong.”

“Phan ché. Nhitng cuc phan ché nho xiu. Giong nhw 1o 6 liu den vay.”

“Trén mui xe cta anh a?”

“Ngay trén mui xe chét tiét Mustang cua t6i.”

“Chua oi! Thé thi ky qudc cho nao?”

“Lién quan gi dén ky quac! Ai do6 da dat cai lo & day cé muc dich. Ho da
gom phan choé, dé vao trong lo, chuyén céi lo thang dén bénh vién, roi dat
no trén mui xe Mustang cua toi.”

“Kincaid a?”

“N6 c6 trong sb den cua toi r6i. N6 va tén khon Art Wong dy. Ngay mai
t0i sé dem cai lo dén phong kham nghiém, dé xem McConnell c6 1dy dugc
van tay khong.”

Ong ay ké chuyén roi quay sang nhin t6i. Ong 4y cam mot ly Dixie day
nuwdc roi dua cho toi. Toi uéng ngay lap tic.

“Cam on chu”, toi noi.

“La Billy hay Will?” Ong &y hoi.

“Ha?”

“Ban cua chau goi chau la Billy, con Zelinsky thi goi la Will. Vay tén
chau la sao?”

“Billy a”, toi noi.

“Pugc roi, Billy. Chu la tham t&* Gagliano nhung chau cé thé goi chu la
Dante. Bon chu cling tinh c0 c6 mdt ¢ day. Pay la anh ban Hooper cta

chu.”
Hooper chao t6i bang cach gio hai ngén tay, roi 6ng dong cira lai, ngoi

xuong ghé, kéo vanh nén IuGi trai qua mat giong nhw chuan bi chgp mat
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vay.

“May chau bi dap kha tho bao day”, Dante noi, chi vét cat trén tran toi.
“C6 dau khong?”

“Khong dau lam.”

“Udng thém nudc khong?”

“Khong, cam on chud.”

“Chac khong? Chau uéng ly dau nhanh lam day.”

T6i van con khat kho. “Chau 6n”, t6i noi. “Cam on chd.”

Ong gay ra tiéng lao xao khi nhac cai ly 1én va roi cin phong dé quay lai
cai may nudc lanh. Ong &y di roi, Hooper nhdm mit va thé mot hoi dai va
sau. Toi chgt nhan ra t6i biét 6ng & cita tiém, that ra la ca hai ngudi. Ho
nam trong nhoém nhitng canh sat lui téi cra tiém Zelinsky ngay ngay dé
nhan bao biéu hay tan doc vdi Zelinsky vé doi Yankee.

Dante trd lai véi coc nwée thit hai va téi uong ngay.

“Nita khong?” Ong ay hoi.

“N6 6n 16i!” Hooper néi. Ong ta nhin t6i v6i 4nh nhin v vong, phién
nao. Roi 6ng dy noi: “Chd muodn vé nha tredc binh minh, néu cac cau thay
on.”

“Xin 16i”, Dante néi. “Pugc roi, bat dau di.”

Ong ngbi & cai ghé thit ba va 1ap titc lai nhém lén. “Trdi, chii quén mat.
Chti nghi céi ndy cta chau.” Ong 14y t& Playboy cudn tron lai tif tdi sau ra.
“Chau lam roi trong xe nay.”

“Vanna phdi khong?” Hooper hoi, nhém ddy va giat 1dy to tap chi.
“Howard Stern da néi vé may tdm hinh nay may tuan r6i. Cau ta n6i chiing
nhin lac ca mat.”

“Vay cau xem di”, Dante no6i. “Con dgi cai quai gi nita?”

Hooper dit to tap chi & gitta ban, noi ma tat ca ching t6i déu c6 thé nhin
thay. Ong ta ngan nglr mot lic, dua bdn véi chiing toi. Roi 6ng ay 1at phan
hinh énh va c6 ay xuat hién, ngudi tinh ctia nwéc My dang ditng trude cai
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tt lanh dang mé& trong bo do 16t den. C6 ay dang nhin vao mdy anh va cuoi
bén 1én, giong nhu ca ba nguwdi ching tdi dot nhap vao can hd va khién c6
ay bat ngd vay. Hooper lat tiép cac trang va bo do roi rung dan, Vanna lan
trén giwong, thi tham vao chiéc dién thoai va choc gheo con méo con. Du
t0i dang ngoi trong don canh sat lic ba gio sang, nhitng birc anh ay van
khién t6i ngat thd. Du bao chuyén rac réi bam 1ay t6i, thiét nghi diéu nay
van xing dang lam chu.

“Chua khong biét mdy dita thady sao”, Dante néi, “nhwng cha goi day la
mot phép mau. Bdt gwong mat dy 1én co thé dy? Thém do6i chan nita? Va
vong ba dy nita? Khong c6 tir ngit nao dién ta dwgc. That vi diéu.”

“T6i c6 thé dan mat vao may birc hinh nay ca dém”, Hooper tan thanh,
roi quay sang toi. “Nhwng that khong may la...”

“Phai”, Dante thd dai. “Vao viéc thdi.” Ong nang td tap chi, hon gio, roi
dat n6 phia kia ctia ban. “Dé em dy & day cho may man di. Chau lay t0 nay
khi vé nhé.”

“Da dwoc”, t6i ndi, c6 cam giac kha 1én trong thay. Hai ngudi nay khong
phai may tay diéu tra vién ngau va bam trgn nhu t6i da xem trong phim nhw
Dirty Harry hay Cobra. Tréi lai, ho giong nhu nhitng tham t& vui vé, thoai
mai ma t6i hay xem trén ti vi. Ho giong hét nhan vat trong phim Magnum,
PI.

Hooper lay trong tdi ra chiéc mdy thu am c@ bang cat-sét. “Sép mudn
chiung ta lam moi thi dung thu tuc”, 6ng ta giai thich. “Mong chau khong
phién.” Ong ta nhan nit thu am trén thiét bi d6 va dit né & giita ban. “Chau
muon goi cho me lan nita trede khi ching ta bat dau khong?”

T6i lac dau: “Khong sao dau cha.”

“Thé con ai khac chau muén goi khong? Chu nghi chau nén c6 ngudi 16n
ké bén cho cudc tro chuyén nay.”

“Khong, chau khong sao dau. Chau chi mudn ké chuyén gi da xdy ra
th6i.”
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Dante bao t6i ghi r6 ho tén, dia chi va ngay thang nam sinh. “T6t lam”,
ong ta néi. “Chau lam t6t day Billy. Bon chui da n6i chuyén vai Alfred va
Clark trwdc r6i nén bon chu ciing biét kha rdo nhitng gi da xdy ra. Nhung
chi muén nghe tr phia chdu. Bat dau tir Iic xuat phat va ding dé sét gi
ddy. Tha la c6 nhiéu chi tiét hon la khong dwoc 1a bao, thé nhé?”

T6i da tdp duwgt cau chuyén cua t6i rat nhiéu lan nén t6i noi rat troi chay.
Toi giai thich rang chiing to6i chi dén vi mdy tam anh ctia Vanna White thoi,
rang chung t6i 1én ké hoach nguy trang nhw may con ma ninja, nhwng Tyler
va Rene da pha huy moi thit. Dante cham chud lang nghe nhung Hooper lai
dé vanh mii luGi trai che khuat doi mat, t6i do rang ong dy dang ngu. Toi
két thic cau chuyén bang cach mé ta cudc trén thoat khéi tiém Zelinsky va
thanh go gay doi. Roi t6i hoi Rene c6 sao khong.

“Pang ¢ khu cham so6c dac biét”, Dante néi. “Bi gay lung.”

“Co nghiém trong lam khong a?”

T6i khong biét tai sao minh lai n6i vay. T6i biét rang gay lung thi khong
hé nhe.

“U, kha nghiém trong day.”

Hooper ngo6i day, chinh lai cai mii: “Nghe nay, cht sap xong réi. Chu chi
can xac dinh thém vai chi tiét nita thoi.”

“Pé 10’ sép c6 hoi”, Dante thém vao.

“Vang”, t6i néi. “Chau hiéu ma.”

“Cau héi dau tién”, Hooper néi. “Lam sao chau c6 duwgc cai ma bao
dong?”

“Chéu thady Mary bam né.”

“Mary Zelinsky?”

“Dung vay.”

“Lam sao nhoc biét cd bé?”

“Co dy la ban chau.”

“Hai dira biét nhau bao lau r6i?”
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“Chac la ba tuan a.”

“Chéu gap co bé thé nao?”
“Trong ctra tiém a.”

“Sao chdu lai vao tiém day?”
“Chau mua vai thit.”

Hooper dwa tay vao tdi sau va lay ra tap ghi chd nhé. T6i nhan ra né c6
trong ctta hang, n6 la mot loai so tay cé day tua xung quanh c@ vira long
ban tay. Zelinsky dat né gan quay thu tién v&i gia hai mwoi lam xu mot
cubn. “Chu sé doc nhitng gi cau ban Alf ctia chau ké cho cht”, Hooper néi.
“N6i cho chu biét diéu nay liéu cé ding: ‘Tyler ndi rang mét dita trong bon
chéau phai gan giii Mary dé 1dy ma bao déng. Ve van, dwa di xem phim, hon
co bé. Tyler mudn Clark lam chuyén do6, nhung Clark khong dong y. N6
nghi lam nhu thé la qua xau xa. Nhung Billy n6i rang dé né lam. N6 bao né
sé ngot ngao vaGi c6 bé. N6 ndi n6 sé quat t6i bén dén khi con bé mé mom
ra néu bat budc nhu vay.””

“Chéau khong c6 y d6”, toi noi.

“Nhung chéau da noi thé?” Hooper hoi.

“Bon chau chi toan n6i mdy thi vé van théi.”

“Chau c6 ve van con bé khong?”

“Khong.”

“Thé c6 di xem phim khong?”

“A, c6... nhung d6 1a ¢o dy ra chau.”

“C6 hon nhau chwa?”

“Mot lan”, toi thd nhan.

“Pé lay cai ma”, Hooper tiép tuc.

“Khong”, t6i noi.

“Thé thi tai sao?”
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T6i chi biét cdm mat nhin vao dau goi minh. T6i khong biét phai tra 10i
thé nao nita.

“Chau c6 thich c6 gai d6 khong? Kiéu nhv muon lam ban trai dy?”

T6i nghi dén canh Mary xua dudi t6i. Biéu cam trén guwong mat co ay thé
hién nhw Iic ¢6 4y néi rang té chi xem cdu la ban. Sy bé bang van con
nguyén ven nhuw vét thwong chuwa kin miéng. Toi sé chang ké cho ai chuyén
dém dé, do l1a bi mat sé theo t6i xuéng mo.

“Khong”, t6i noi, gidng nhw 1a y dién ro nao dé.

“Thé tai sao lai hon con bé?”

“Chau khong biét nira.”

“A, thé thi ching ta hiéu r6i”, Dante cit ngang. “Chéu dang tréu duia con
bé miim mim d6, ding khong?” To6i khong phu nhan nén 6ng ay ci tiép
tuc: “Khi chd con hoc trung hoc, c6 mot c6 gai - Alice By, bon chu goi co
nang nhuv thé. To khung! Nhin nhw con trau nwéc vay. Bon chi titng bo loai
banh quy cho ché Milk-Bone trong tu d6 ctia c6 nang. Khong phai la c6 y
xdu gi! Bon chu khéng muon khién ¢6 nang bi ton thuong. Bon chi lam véGi
moi ngwoi, hiéu chi? Chi dé vui tho6i.”

Cau chuyén nay t6i nghe cha vui teo nao - that ra la rat tan nhan - nhing
t0i cling gat dau th6i. Dante va Hooper van to ra ti¥ té nén néu t6i khong
dong y thi c6 vé tho lo.

“Chung ta phai ghi am cau trd 16i nay”, Hooper giai thich. “Chua biét
nhitng cau hoi nay dé gay boi roi day nhung chau phai tra 16i that thanh
thie. Chau c6 thich co6 bé dé khong?”

“Khong.”

“Thé chau c6 thu hit c6 bé khong? Hay ting bi thu hat? Chau cé nghi
rang co bé do that xinh dep khong?”

“Khong.”

“Thanh that di, Billy.”

“Khong.”
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“The tai sao lai hon co bé?”

T6i khong thé néi that dwgc. Toi khong bao gid néi vdi bat ky ai sy that
nay. That qua bé mat.

“Chau lam vay la vi cai ma th6i”, t6i n6i. “Chau muon ltra c6 dy dé lay
cai ma.”

“Choi dua thoi”, Hooper noi.

“Nhung chau khéng muon pha nat noi d6. Tat cd l1a do Tyler va Rene.”

Ho da dirng lang nghe t6i néi. Hooper nhan nit “Dung” trén may thu cat-
sét va dem no khéi cai ban. Dante m& ctta. Hooper theo dng dy ra ngoai.

“Chau di dugc chwa?” Toi goi vGi theo ho. Toi doan trdi sap rang roi va
t0i lo lang mong dugc vé nha trude khi me t6i tan ca. T6i van nghi néu toi
nhanh chan, me t6i sé chang biét dau dudbi cau chuyén. “Chau phai dgi bao
lau nita?”

Hooper quay lung lai nhin t6i, thai do cia ong ay thay doi hoan toan.
Ong khong con ludm thudm, khéng con loang choang ga gat ngi nita. Doi
mat sang quac, bong 6ng trd thanh ngudi cia cong viéc. “Diéu do tuy thude
vao tham phan”, 6ng néi. “Chung t6i dang noi vé trom cap, pha hoai va dot
nhap, pha phach, huay hoai tai san cua nguwoi khac. Ta doan la ba thang,
nhung thyc ra... ta mong la lau hon.”

“Hon ba thang cho chau a? Chu gian chau a?”

Dante tién vé phia tdi, rwén vé phia ci ban, tay dap nét chiéc ly. Ong ay
¢ kha gan, t6i c6 thé ngi dwgc mui ca phé trong hoi thd ctia 6ng dy toi
thdy duwgc mo hoi chdy xudng ham ria mép cua 6ng nita. “Thang ban tién
nao cling c6 thé vung xa beng dap may danh chir. Do 1a ly do ctra tiém mua
bao hiém. Nhung khong c6 bdo hiém nao cho hanh dong cia may véi gia
dinh do6 ca. Ho sé phai song v&i noi mat mat nay hét phan doi con lai. Dac
biét la chau géi tao. May biét me con bé mat hai nam truwdc khéng? Vi ung
thw da day. May biét cam gidc nhin me may chét di vi ung thuw da day, biét
khong ha thang ngu kia?”

Pau goi t6i bat dau run ray: “Chau mudn goi cho me.”
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“Gio me may chang lam gitp gi dwgc may nita r6i”, Dante ndi.
Hooper cam cai may ghi am lén: “May xong ddi roi.”

Ho roi can phong va khoa ctra lai.
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2500 REM *** RESET SCORE TO ZERQ ***
2510 SCORE=0

2520 LIVES=LIVES-1

2530 IF LIVES=0 THEN 3400

2540 PRINT “{CLR}{5 CSR DWN}”

2550 PRINT “YOUR SCORE IS ZERO.”

2560 PRINT “HIT ANY KEY TO TRY AGAIN.”
2570 GET A$

2580 IF A$="" THEN 2580

2590 RETURN

Im

Pém d6 t6i c6 dgi Dante va Hooper quay lai, nhung t6i chang thdy ho
nita. Toi ¢ trong phong mot minh v&i Vanna White.

Cudi cung ciing chi c6 mét minh.

Toi lat ip cudn tap chi. Téi wdc gi Dante da bé né lai phia sau xe tuan
tiéu. Gio thi t6i mac ket & day vdi no, t6i khong thé vitt né dugc. Cai budng
giam nhé hep nay chang c6 cho tron. T6i ditng day dem to tap chi 1én ghé
va ngoi lén no.

Sau khi t6i ngo6i dén pho phac ngwoi, toi di khap buong giam. T6i biét t6i
gdp rac roi 16n r6i, t6i da khién moi chuyén té hon vi n6i déi. Nhung lam
sao toi co thé noi sy that dwgc! Toi con chang hiéu ban than minh, toi
khong biét phai giai thich thé nao. T6i vira thich vira ghét Mary. Co dy la
nguwoi tuyét nhat ma toi tirng gap, c6 ay ciing that nhan tam khi day t6i vao
buwdc dwong nay. Toi cam thay that t6i té vi nhitng diéu da lam, nhung cling
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thdy ha hé vi da tim cach ném tén thwong lai cho c6 ta. Nhitng cam giac
nay ctt dan xen nhau nhw sgi day roi vay khong cach nao thao g& duoc.

Cudi cung, toi qua mét méi dén mirc ngad dau lén ban va (that ngac
nhién) t6i ngua thiép di. T6i khong nghe tiéng cia Tack khi 6ng ta m@ cira,
toi khong biét c6 ai trong phong cho dén khi cdm thay tay cua Tack dat trén
vai, lay toi day.

T6i m& mat va Zelinsky ditng cach t6i chi chwa day mot budc. Mat 6ng
ay dinh dap mo hoi, tinh mach trén tran 6ng dang rung dap loan xa. T6i da
lim vao con 4&c mdng. T6i ngd lung vé sau, nhung cai ghé bi ghim vao san
r6i, n6 khong dich chuyén.

Giong ong run run. “Ta muén cudn bang”, 6ng ta ndi. “N6 khong c6
trong may phat. Ciing khong cé trong ctra hang. May dita ban may khong
giltt n6 nén chac may biét rd n6 dang & dau.”

T6i nhan ra 6ng ay muén néi dén cudn bang cat-sét - Nhirng tinh khtic
duoc yéu thich nhdt thdp nién 80. T6i quén mat la né van con trong tdi.
“Chéau gitt n6 lai cho chu”, t6i giai thich. “Chéau thay Tyler di dén cai may
phat nén chau da chop 1ay n6.” T6i dé cudn bang trén ban va Zelinsky 13y
no di, xem xét ki cang, ddm bdo moi thit con nguyén. Trong mot khac, 6ng
ay c6 vé diu di vi nét chit viét tay mém mai duyén dang ctia vg ong: Em
biét anh yéu em ma, phdi khong? * Em bién gidc mo ctua anh thanh hién
thue.

Ro6i 0ng dy quay sang Tack.

“Hay lam diéu t6i té nhat véi né”, 6ng dy noi. “Budc néd bat c t6i nao
ma cac anh c6. Pwa né dén noi nao d6 khiang khiép ay.”

Tack trd 161 v6i giong tram: “Néu ching toi budc t6i Billy thi sé budc toi
tat ca bon chiing. Chuing t6i khong thé truy ai chiu trach nhiém dwoc.”

“Nhung cac anh biét né phai chiu trach nhiém”, Zelinsky noi.

“Chuyén do dé toa quyét dinh”, Tack ndi.

Toi nhan ra Zelinsky chwa biét hét toan b cau chuyén. Ong ay chwa
nghe cau chuyén tr phia t6i. Theo cach nao d6 6ng ay nghi t6i da can du.
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“Chau khong dap pha gi ca”, toi noi.

“Im di”, Tack noi.

“Chau chang trém gi ca. La nhitng tén kia...”

“Im di”, Tack lap lai. “Khong dvgc noi gi ca.”

“Nhung chau khong c6 dinh dang...”

Po6i mét dé ngau cta Zelinsky chia vé phia t6i. Ong ay da bi lay day va
ra khoi nha vao gitta dém, ong ay van con dang mac ao ngu. Quanh co la
sgi day bac, chiéc nhan cwéi xinh xan cta nit gidi mac dwdi sgi day nhw cai
bua ho ménh.

“May hoan toan phai chiu trach nhiém”, 6ng ay néi. “Tat ca la do may.
May dé bon né vao ctra tiém cua tao.”

“Chau xin 16i”, t6i n6i. “Chau xin 16i vi tat ca.”

“May chi xin 16i vi may bi bat th6i”, Zelinsky néi. “Ho néi tao nghe tat
ca roi. Cach bon may 1én ké hoach moi thit. Lira con Mary dwa cai ma ra.
Tao thtra nhan may da qua mat dugc tao. Hai cha con tao déu bi ltra. May
thé hién kha thuyét phuc ddy. Nhung may dau hé biét diéu nay: Mary dang
Itra may ddy. Ca quang thdi gian qua. May dan quéa nén khong nhan ra.”

Ong 4y n6i v&i nét mit théa thué, nhw thé theo cach nao dé - sau dém dai
dang ddc nay - ong dy bo di véi tiéng cudi vang.

“Chéu khong hiéu”, t6i noi.

“Tao biét may khong hiéu”, ong dy noi. “May sé khong bao gio hiéu
duoc.”

T6i muon héi y 6ng ay la gi, nhung 6ng ay da di roi. Tack di theo ong dy
ra ngoai va dong ctra lai. Moi thit chang hop ly gi cd. Mary da Iiva t6i trueéc
gi0 sao? Sao ong dy lai chi do trén dau t6i? Con ga trém bat lra va thudc 14
thi sao? Cai tén dap nat may cai may danh chi nira?

Toi khong c6 thoi gian dé nghi van vo. Tack quay lai phong chi vai phut
sau do, lan nay di cung vGi 6ng ta la me t6i. Ba mdc dong phuc trang cta
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Food World, ba con dang nam m¢ khan gidy. Mat va c6 me dé wng vét to
ong, hinh nhu ba bi di &ng.

“Sao me tim duwgce con?” T6i hoi.

“Canh sat Blaszkiewicz goi cho me”, ba n6i. Mat mot Idc t6i méi nhan ra
ba muén néi dén Tackleberry. “Ong ay bao con qua s¢ nén khong tw goi
cho me duwgc.”

“Ping day”, Tack néi. “Pwa co tay ra.”

T6i chia canh tay ra, 6ng dy thao cai cong.

Me thé that sau: “Ong Zelinsky sé& khong khéi kién. T4t ca bon con.” Me
thi tham, nhw me sg sé noi ra diéu gi do xui xéo.

“Véi hai diéu kién”, Tack thém vao. “Mot, may khong dugc lai vang gan
ctra tiém. Khong dwoc dén nha hang Twéng quan Tso, nha ga, rap phim gi
cd. Néu tao thay may & dau do trén duong Market, tao sé bat va mang may
tro lai day.”

“Pugc th6i”, toi nai.

“Tao muon may phdi noi ra”, Tack khang khang. “Nhin vao mat tao va
noi lén 1én.”

T6i nhin vao mat 6ng ta roi n6i 16n: “Chéau sé tranh xa dwong Market.”

“Hai, tranh xa Mary ra. Khong dwgc goi, néi chuyén véi con bé. Néu
may thay con bé & khu mua sam Wetbridge, may phai quay huéng khac va
chay di, hiéu khong?”

“Chau muon xin 16i”, t6i noi.

“Q, that dé& thwong ma”, Tack néi. “Bdng dung may quan tim dén cam
nhan ctia con bé dy a? O, dep di. May khong dwoc xin 16i xin liéc gi hét.
May lam phién n6 vay la da ro6i. Bién di va dua bdn con bé khac ay.”

“Chéau n6 hiéu ma”, me t6i noi, dit ban tay cing cap 1én khuyu tay toi.
“N6i vai ong ay di, Billy.”

T6i ng6é xudng nhin tay me, vét siwng tdy doc theo canh tay. T6i cam
nhan dwoc ca sttc nang cia me dang triu 1én ngwdi téi, nhw thé ba sap nga
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quy.

“Chéu sé tranh xa Mary”, t6i dong y. “Sé khong noi chuyén vdi c6 ay
ntra.”

Hai me con t6i roi don ldc binh minh. Khu duong Market vang tanh. Xa
phia duwong chan troi, mat troi dang nho 1én sau nha ga, rai 1én nén troi day
anh hong pha cam. Khong thay bong dang cua Alf, Clark hay ba me bon né
dau cd. T6i mudn hoéi vé bon n6 nhung chang dam néi 10i nao. T6i im lang
budc vao xe.

Me khoc subt dwong vé nha. Nita dwong dén dai 16 Baltic, me buén dén
mtc phai dirng xe lai bén dwong. T6i n6éi minh hai 16i thi ba danh vao tay
toi bang cai vi cda ba.

Ching t6i vao nha, me bat t6i ngoi trén ghé. T6i ndi t6i mudn di ngu.
“Chung ta chra xong dau”, me noéi. “Con va me, ching ta con chua néi
chuyén ma.”

To6i ngoi trén ghé. Me ngoi phia doi dién vdi hop khan gidy, hit mot hoi
sau. “Khi canh sat Blaszkiewicz goi cho me tai ctta hang, me khong tin. Me
nghi 6ng ta dang n6i vé mot Billy Marvin nao khac. Mot thang nhéc nao
khac trung tén vGi con. Trén dwong dén don canh sat, me da ding lai nha
minh. Me tin rang me sé tim thay con dang ngu trén giwvong. Nhung me vao
phong va con khong c6 trong d6. Giwdong con trong tron. R6i me thdy moi
viéc thé nay.”

Me md& vi va lay ra mot to gidy ké. Toi nhan ra n6 tv sang hom trudec,
chac ca triéu nam trudce. Co 1é t6i da dé no trén ban trwedc khi chay dén khu
mua sim. Trén d6 toan la chit CON QUY MAP va CON QUY MAP
KHON KIEP viét nguéch ngoac. T6i con khong nhan ra dé 1a chit cia minh
nira.

“Pay khong phai la cudc song me mudn cho ching ta”, me néi. “Me wéc
me c6 nhiéu tién hon. Me wéc me c6 viéc gi doé tot hon. Quy tha ma bat, me
wdc bd con chwa tirng roi bd ching ta. Nhung me khong than phién gi,
Billy a, con biét vi sao khong? Vi nhiéu nguwdi con gap hoan canh té hon
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nita. Chung ta dang song day. Chung ta dang khée manh, ching ta lanh lan,
ching ta buwon chai dwoc. Diéu khién me c6 thé tiép tuc song la con. Diém
sO cuia con khién me phat dién 1én dwgc, con con thi c@ phung phi tiém
nang ctia ban than, nhwng me ludn biét con la dita tré ngoan tot bung, diéu
do6 khién me an tdm.” Me nhin t¢ gidy lan nita - con quy mdp, con quy mdp
khén kiép. “Nhung gio me biét la me chang hiéu gi vé con cd.” Giong me
vO& vun, ba Up mat vao doi ban tay, nitc nd, thd dit quang, nwéc mat lan
trén ma. “Me don mirng con bé 4y vao nha minh. Con bién me thanh mot
phan ké hoach kinh khting nay ctia con. Sao con lam thé dwgc?”

Co rat nhiéu thit ma mot thang bé tudéi mdi 16n sé khong ké cho me né
nghe. Khi 16n 1én, ching ta cang mudn giit lai cang lic cang nhiéu tht,
nhitng tht qua khé giai bay hoac qua nguwgng ngung dé tho 16. Ching ta
lam vay dé bdo vé me minh ciing nhu chinh ban than minh, vi cung déi
dién v6i ching - hau hét nhitng suy nghi cua chiing ta la khong thé twdng
twong dugc.

Sang hom do la lan cudi cung t6i thanh that véi me vé moi thit. Toi néi
sudt ca gio dong ho. Toi no6i vai ba tat ca. That kho dé noi sy that, nhung
moi chi tiét dwong nhw khién ba twoi tinh lai, ké ca nhitng diéu kho néi
nhat. Nhat la nhitng thit khé noi ay. Toi gan nhw then chin ngwoi khi phai
thu nhan mot vai chuyén, nhung toi cang ndi thi trong me cang c6 vé nhe
nguwoi. Me ngirng khoc, bo khan gidy xuong, nhitng vét dé cling twr tir bién
mat khoi c6 ba. Loi gidi thich cua t6i c6 1€ da kha thau sudt vi me khong cat
ngang dé héi han cau nao. Me chi ng6i, lang nghe va gat dau cho dén khi
toi noi xong.

R6i bong nhién me ditng bat day, di vao nha bép. Ba quay lai lién sau dé
v6i cai khan mat, mot bat nwdc &m va cd bd so citu thuwong. Me ngoi canh
toi trén sofa, chan céi khan 1én tran t6i, mé chai nwdc oxy gia. “Vét cat nay
ghé qua”, me néi, td6i nhan ra minh quén mat vét cat trén tran. “Con nham
mat chut di, dugc khong? Ngoi lui lai.”

Me t0i c6 tay nghé bang b6 nhitng vét thwong thé nay. Me thudng nhac
t0i rang me titng muon di hoc lam y t4, tredc khi t6i bat ngd budc vao cudc
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doi ba. Me vo nhe cai khan wét vao tran t6i, téi rung minh vi con néi da ga.
R6i me théi nhe vao vét thwong, xé cai bang gac. “Chac la me chi c6 mot
cau hoi”, me noi. “Co diéu me van chuva hiéu dugce.”

“G1 thé me?” T6i hdi.

“Sao con khong phai ¢ trong nha giam nhi?” Me héi. “Sao Zelinsky lai
dé con di?”

Su that 13, toi khong biét gi ca.
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2610 REM *** CLEAR MEMORY ***
2620 PRINT “{CLR}{2 CSR DWN}”

2630 PRINT “JUST A MOMENT ...”

2640 SYS 49608

2650 IF INT(S/43)=5/43 THEN POKE W3,20
2660 POKE H3,PEEK (SP+1)

2670 POKE W3,21

2680 IF NB(.)=. THEN 4000

2690 GOTO 4500

Im

T6i ngt cad ngay Cha nhat. Khi toi thic day, sang th Hai, chiéc 64 cua
t6i bién mat. O dia, ban phim, tay cam, tat ca tro choi va sach, cd mé day
dién - tat ca da bi don sach.

Me tbi dang & trong bép. Me chiic budi sang t6t lanh réi duwa cho t6i mot
ly cam vat. T6i hoi ba vé chiéc mdy tinh, ba néi rang da dwa né vao muc
HANG CAN BAN trén bdo. Tién ban d6 sé tra cho Zelinsky v&i nhitng
khodn ma bdo hiém khong chi trd. “Ching ta sé ban hang ngoai san nita.
Puoc xu nao hay xu dé. L& ra me sé ban ca chiéc xe néu me khong can né
de di lam.”

Khi toi roi nha dé di hoc, Alf va Clark dang doi trén duong. Alf cé vai
vét bam trén mat, n6é ndi bo n6é da cho né mot tran trong bai do xe cua don
canh sat.

T6i xin 16i vi da kéo day bao dong: “Tao khong muon tui may bi bat.
Nhung tao khong thé dé Tyler pha nat phong trung bay hang dwgc.”
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T6i nghi Alf sé noi déa nhung né chi nhin vai. “Cai cau dé sé gay thoi,
du may co kich bao dong hay khong”, né noi. “Tao chi mung tao khong
phdi la ngwoi dirng trén no.”

“Vai lai, may la nguyén do Zelinsky khong khai kién”, Clark thém vao.
“Néu ong ta khong wa may dén vay, chac cd dam da phai ng6i boc lich ro6i.”

T6i lac dau. “Khong phai Zelinsky bo vu kién vi tao dau.” T6i van nh&
10i 6ng ay trong don: Hdy lam diéu toi té nhadt vdi nd. Budc bdt cit tdi nao
ma cdc anh co.

“Co 1é 6ng ta c6 ly do”, Alf no6i. “Chu tao n6i may khong thé 1ay bao
hiém néu khong khai kién.”

“Thi sao?”

“Nhuw vay ong ta sé phai chi trd moi ton that bang tién tdi. Pé chiing ta
trang an sé ton mot m@ cuia 6ng ta ddy. Sao 6ng ta lai lam thé nhi?”

Toi thi twéng twong mirc phi chi trd cho tat cd moi thit - nhitng cai ké
gdy, kho hang tan nat - va t6i cam thay nhéi long nhuw thé phai quay lai don
canh sat vay. “Tao khong biét”, tdi néi. T6i ct suy nghi vé quyét dinh cta
Zelinsky su6t cudi tuan, nhung van khong sao hiéu dugc.

Bon t6i 1én xe r6i dap cham cham doc theo dai 10 Baltic. Hang xém tr6
mat khi thdy bon t6i di qua, tin titc vé cudc phiéu lwru dai d6t ctia bon t6i lan
nhanh, t6i phat hai trwdc y dinh quay lai truong. T6i hoi Alf rang né xoay
x& v&i dam ban hoc va s6 tién ma né ng bon chiing thé nao.

“P6 la tin tot duy nhat”, né noi, lwét dén cho dirng dé cho t6i xem may
tht bén trong ba 16 ctia né. Bén trong la hang tram tdm hinh sao y bong
lang, tat cad kep ghim gon gang va twom tit. “Ba Gigi cua tao thay t6i
nghiép cho tao nén di dén ctra hang 7-Eleven mua t& Playboy cudi cung.
Tao khong biét ba dang bé thudc hay thiye sy 1a dé thwong dén vay.”

Co 1é Alf da giadi quyét xong vu ng nan, nhung hom dau tién quay lai
treong hoc déi véi bon toi that ro6i ram. Khi dén phong hoc bé mon, t6i thay
mot hinh anh tuc tiu cia Vanna White dugc vé bang muc den trén ban
minh. May dia con trai cudi am 1én, mém bon né cit tudén ra may tir “BIEN
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THAT”, “KE THAT BAI” day khiéu khich. Pam con gai con té hon, ching
ct quay lung khinh bi tdi nhw thé t6i dén trvong ma giay dinh day phan cho
ay. Sau khi gan hoc xong trung hoc trong tinh trang vo danh, cudi cung t6i
cling co cai tén cho minh.

Nguwdi duy nhat dé cdp thang than vu dot nhap la thay hiéu trudng
Hibble. T6i di qua khi 6ng dy dang ditng ngoai van phong, va 6ng dy canh
cdo toi phai “tranh xa bon con gai ra”. Ong 4y néi hoc sinh nao c6 tién an
tién su sé bi loai khéi chwong trinh thye tap ciia Cosmex. “Canh ctta dén
nha tu Yankee chi xoay mét chiéu”, 6ng dy noéi. “Tro c6 nghe cau d6 chwa?
C6 hiéu y nghia cia n6 khong?”

“Chang ai muon thué mat tén tdoi pham?” Toi doan.

“Chinh x4c!” Lan nay, thay Hibble c6 vé dé chiu vdi t6i. “Dttng bo qua
co hoi nay, Billy. Thay c6 thé phat hién ra dita tré ngoan tir dang xa va thay
biét em la ditra nhw thé.”

Do 1a cudc tiép xtc gitta con nguwdi mang y nghia tich cwc duy nhat t6i
c6 ca ngay hom dé. T6i that ngac nhién va biét on, toi xin dwgc ndi chuyén
riéng vGi thay trong van phong. “Tat nhién!” Thay ndéi va to6i nghi thay
muon toi tiét 10 vai thong tin bi mat vé ctra tiém Zelinsky. Thay vao do, toi
di ra sau ban, mac lai m¢ day cap sau may tinh cua 6ng ay, két ndi may in
vGi cong qua 6 dia. Roi toi hwdng dan thay bam phim F3, thay tr6 mat ngac
nhién khi trang dau tién ctia danh ba tredng hoc dwoc in ra.

“Lam sao tro biét?” Ong ay hoi.

T6i nhtn vai: “Chi vai meo thoi thay.”

“Giong ban nang hon ddy, néu nhw em héi thay.” Thay Hibble nam ldy
tay toi roi soi 1ong ban tay. “Tro la mot thg stta may bam sinh day! Tay lanh
nghé lam! D6 goi 1a thién bam day Billy. Cosmex sé tan dung kha nang ay
cla tro vao cong viéc, thay dam bdao thé.”

T6i lan tranh céi ta d6 ctia minh ca ngay vi sg gap Tyler Bell. Toi sg rang
han dang 1én ké hoach tra thu t6i. Nhung vao gid an trwa, Alf va Clark néi
rang toi khoi phai lo. Tyler da bé hoc truwéc ky tét nghiép ba tuan va gia
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nhap vao quan doi. “Ho sé chuyén han dén Fort Benning*”, Alf gidi thich.
“Phai lau lam may md&i gap lai han & quanh Wetbridge nay.”

Fort Benning la mot trung tdm dao tao ctia quan déi My, nam & bién gidi
gitta bang Alabama va bang Georgia. D6 la mot trong nhitng can cit quan
si 16n nhat thé gidi.

Thaé phao nhe nhom, t6i an hét bita triva réi di dén cho ta d6. Khi mé cira
ta, toi thdy mot cai dia Maxell den dat trén m& do dac cda téi. T6i nhan ra
n6 ngay. Nhan dan ghi PHIEN BAN DU PHONG TRO CHOTI PHAO PAI,
nét chit chan phuong ctia Mary. Bém trwdc han chot cudc thi, bon toi da
giti ban goc cho Rutgers va gitt lai ban sao & ctta tiém. T6i kiém tra quanh
cai dia xem c6 ghi cha gi khong, hay kiéu giai thich nao do, nhung chang
c6 gi. Roi toi nhd ra minh da lam viéc véi ai va mang céi dia dén thu vién.

Chiéc may tinh cudi day van chwa c6 ai ngoi, toi dwra chiéc dia vao va tai
noi dung thw muc. Chi c6 hai tap tin, mot tap tin 16n la ban sao du phong
ctia tro choi va mot tap tin nhé hon ghi tén TAM BIET. Tbi tai TAM BIET
vé bo nhd r6i go CHAY. Thoat tién, né hién thi giong nhu cudc phiéu lwu
bang chit khéc, y hét hai tro choi ma Mary da gtii cho toi.

Ho néi cho minh biét cdu da lam gi, “Billy”. Minh khéng tin
dé 1la su that. Nhung ho néi cdu da& thu nhan tédt ca, cdu da giai
dap tat ca moi viéc.

Phdo dai cldm chi 1a céi co.

Radical Planet la mdét trd bip.

K& hoach d6 nhdm danh ltra cé bé mip, khién bé midp 4y ngd rang
minh xinh dep. O, minh phai thtta nhén, né hiéu qua diy. Co6 bé

midp da bi choi kham.
Con tr6 nhap nhay, ra hiéu cho t6i nhap dong Iénh.

>MINH XIN LOI
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Nhung t6i biét day chi la dong 1énh v6 dung, du t6i c6 go cai gi vao thi
cling khong c6 cach nao dé thang hay bai tro choi nay. Nhiéu dong chi tiép
tuc xuat hién trén man hinh.

Minh khéng tin dugc la minh d3& tin céu.

Minh ké cho cdu nhiéu tht ma minh chua ké cho ai bao gio.

cau c6 biét gi khéng, ga& thién tai kia? Néu cdu hoéi minh cai
m& bdo déng, cé 1l& minh ciing néi cho cdu ludn rdi. Minh ciing
mubén néi cho cdu biét v nghia cua né 1la gi. 10-02 1la sinh nhat
me minh nén 10-02 1a con sb may min clia minh diy.

Gio diéu dbé da tan vd, cung vdi moi thu khéac.

Mot lan nita, con tré ra hiéu cho t6i nhap dong 1énh, mot dong 1énh vo
dung nao d6 khac. Lan nay, t6i khong gb gi ca, chi nhdn TRO VE.

Thé nén gid minh chi cdn quén di. P6 1la diéu ngudi 16n hay
bdo minh. “Pung cé tén thoi gian nghi vé thing ngbdc d6.” Minh
biét ho néi dung. Minh khéng biét lam sao minh cé thé sai 1lém
nhu vay.

May cho minh 1a, khéng cé nhiéu tht goi nhd&c dén cdu trong
phong trung bay hang. Chi c¢é vai ghi cht va dia luu tr® ma minh
dd bod di. Pay la ban sao du phong cubdi cung cua trd choi ma
chiing ta cung nhau lam. Minh chi mong moi 18i 14m c6é thé dé xéa

bo.

Khi t6i doc, dong co trong 6 dia bat dau xoay, am thanh quen thudc c6
nghia la mdy tinh dang tai thém di liéu. Nhung r6i 6 dia tao ra am thanh go
16n - am thanh cua cai dia dugc dinh dang lai va bi x6a sach. Toi 1ay dia ra
va tro choi bi dirng bédi 16i DOS. T6i nghi t6i nhanh tay vira kip, nhung khi
kiém tra lai th muc, né tré nén trong rong, khong co tap tin nao trong bo
nhd.

Phdo dai cam da bién mat.
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Trra hom do, t6i vé 16p hoc quyét tam lam lai moi thit. Sau nay khong
phai lap trinh may tinh, t6i thong tha tap trung vao diém so. T6i quyét dinh
sé két thic hoc ky vdi diém so that cao. Toi sé ditng dau trong ky thi cudi
ky va dwa cho me xem bang diém dang dé dinh 1én ta lanh. T6i dén 16p Da
va sudi va ng6i mot ché hang dau. Té6i mé cudn v, ghi ngay vao dau trang.
To6i tap trung nghe c6 Seidel gidng gidi vé nam loai da héa sinh: granite,
diorite, gabbro, peridotite va pegmatite. Khodng mot phut sau, toi lat sang
trang va bat dau viét thw cho Mary.

TGi 16i c bam ldy t6i va khién t6i mat tap trung. To6i khong thé nging
nghi nggi vé nhitng diéu téi da lam - hay nhitng diéu Mary nghi rang t6i da
lam. T6i mudn c6 ay biét sy that. Phdo dai cdm khong phai la céai c6.
Radical Planet khong phai la tro bip. Moi thit 1a that, tat ca déu la that.
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T6i danh ca budi chiéu ngoi trong 16p va trat tam tw 1én trang gidy, thao
ra mot 14 thw gii Mary. Toi nghi khong c6 bat i thit gi c6 thé kho hon viét
ngon ngit may, nhung t6i da sai. Lan nita va lan nita, toi vo tron to gidy roi
bd cudc. Nhung mot lic sau, toi lai nghi vé Mary, r6i toi lai tiép tuc viét.

Ho6i chubng cudi ngay reo lic hai gio bon mwoi lam, t6i van chwa hai
long véi bite thu, nhung né phai da hay. T6i voi va vut ra khoi xwdng go va
phong xudng sanh, lach qua nhitng hoc sinh dang ua ra khéi 16p hoc, x6
day lan nhau, lii lwgt vé nha. Ai cling mac “con so6t mua xuan”, nhung van
con hai tuan hoc nita. T6i c6 thé cdm nhén mitc nang lwgng gia tang noi
sanh treong, mot thit ap Iyc tang dan, giong nhw ngoi treong nay khong thé
chita no6i bon t6i lau hon nita.

Toi thdy Ashley Applewhite ditng trwdc ta do cta cd ay. Ashley
Applewhite, hoc sinh tiéu biéu khéi 16p chin, bau vat cia Cau lac bo Key,
pho bién tap cua to bao trudong, con gai cua treéng giam sat va la hang xom
ctia Mary Zelinsky. Co6 ay dang tan déc v6i ba ban nit khac nhung thay toi
dén, bon ho nguwng noi chuyén.

“Cau muon gi?” Ashley héi.

Toi dwa cai dia Phdo dai cam: “T6i nhan dwgc tin nhan cda cau roi.”

“La tro choi gi ddy”, c6 ay giai thich. “Cau nén dwa né vao may tinh méi
ding.” R6i c6 ay quay lai v6i dam ban, budc t6i phai cat ngang cau chuyén
cua ho.

“T6i biét day la gi”, toi no6i. “T6i mudn gii lai mot tin nhan.”

To6i chia 1a thw ra, mot to gidy don 1é ma t6i gap va dan chat lai. Ashley
giat ndy minh nhw to gidy nhiém phong xa vay.

“Khong dugc”, co dy néi. “Mary chang mudn day dwa gi vGi cau.”

ROi ¢6 dy lai quay sang dam ban, t6i lai cat ngang. “Lam on di”, t6i noi.
“N6 quan trong lam.”

May c6 kia gat gong va thd dai. Ho gan nhw la dam quy téc & 16p chin va
toi dang thwr thach sy kién nhan cta ho. Ashley giat 1ay 14 thw tir tay t6i, roi
xé no lam doi, lam tw, lam tam, lam muoi sau manh. Co ta ném tra nhitng
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manh gidy vao mat t6i, mét dam hoa giay vut bay qua dau va vai t6i. Bong
moi ngwoi trong sanh chu y dén bon toi.

“Tranh xa c6 ay ra”, c6 ta ndi. “Mary khong muon nghe ciu néi gi ca,
khong bao gio. Néu ciu con co dwa td gidy nao nita, toi sé chuyén né dén
cho canh sat ngay lap ta@c.”
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bém do, t6i sap xép lai nhitng manh gidy r6i chép thw vao mot to gidy
mdi tinh. R6i t0i dem no6 theo minh sudt may ngay c6 gang nghi cach gui
cho Mary.

“La thu ay viét gi?” Alf cit héi toi.

“Khong phai chuyén ctia may”, toi noi.

Lic nay da la mot tuan sau khi toi bi bat, 1 ban hoc khong con tréu pha
bon téi nita. Gid moi nguwdi chia sy chd y dén ga 16p muoi nao day tw
suéng trong thw vién bang quyén K cta Bdch khoa toan thu thé gigi. (“Tai
sao lai la quyén K?” Alf c héi tréng that 16n. “Trong cudn do6 cé cho nao
hay ho dau nhi?”)

To6i, Alf va Clark ng6i bén cai ban nhé phia sau cang tin, chén banh kep
thit bo va dong khoai tay chién. Chang ai ngbi gan bon t6i trong vong sau
mét, giong nhu gen bién-thai-that- bai ctia bon t6i lay lan ghé 1am. T6i nhin
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cham cham vao bi thw, xoay né vong vong, c6 gang dong ndo gidi phap
thoat khadi tinh thé tién thoai lwdng nan nay.

“Sao may khong gtri bang CompuServe cho con bé d6?” Clark héi. “Hay
lam cai thw dién tr gi ay?”

“Me tao ban cai may r6i”, td6i nhac no.

“Vay gui thue thwong di”, n6 noéi. “Dé trong dia chi gii lai r6i gti dén
tiém ay.”

“B0 cO dy sé chan lai mat”, t6i néi. “Tao muén chac ci Mary nhén
duoc.”

“Tai sao? Biic thw noi gi?” Alf hoi lai.

“Khong phéi chuyén ctia may”, t6i nhac lai.

Lat sau, t6i mac sai lam khi nhin quanh cang tin, doi tim quanh nhitng
ban bén dé nho ai d6, bat ci ai c6 thé giup t6i. Trong khi tdi quay lung lai,
Alf rwén ngudi qua cai khay do an trva cta téi va chp lay phong thw. To6i
suyt phéng qua ban dé ldy lai. Biéu duy nhat gitt toi lai chinh la sy hién
dién lanh lung cua thay Hibble & 16i vao ctia cang tin, thay dang quét mat
nhin quanh co ngoi cua minh véi vé ty hao.

“Tra cho tao”, toi canh cao Alf.

“Ct binh tinh. Tao khéng mé& ra dau, tao hita. Dé tao dung kha nang
ngoai cam, dugc chwa?”

“La sao?” Toi hoi.

N6 gitt bi thuw trén tran nhw phap sw xi¢ Carnac, ké than bi do Johnny
Carson dong gia trong chuong trinh The Tonight Show.

“May dang lam cai quai gi thé?” Tdi héi.

N6 nham mat vo tap trung cao do: “Tao dang cam nhan dugc tir xin 106i.
V6 cung manh mé. La thw xin 16i diing khong?”

T6i quyét dinh cach dé nhat dé 1ay bitc thw lai 1a chiu dyng tro choi ngu
ngoc cda né: “bPung.”
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Alf nham mat va tiép tuc man bi an cta né. N6 dién d& ec, gia vo tap
trung ma nhin nhw bi tdo bén vay: “May thdy héi han vi nhitng gi da xdy
ra?”

“Pung.”

“Vi cd bon da pha nat cdi ctra tiém ay?”

“Pung.”

“Bon ta da pha moi tha?”

“Pung.”

“Va gio Mary ghét may.”

“Pung.”

“Va bo con bé dé cling ghét may.”

“Pung.”

“Con may thi thich con bé do.”

“Cam di”, toi bao no.

“May thich con bé d6”, Alf lap lai, vé ty tin hon. “Cwr lam, Billy. Tao
thay hét trong bitc thw ma. May dau c6 co 14y cai ma bdo dong dau. May
lang vang quanh cai ctra tiém do chi vi may thyc sy thich Mary thoi.”

To6i giat minh khi nghe Alf néi tring tim den, t6i con khong muén phu
nhan.

Hai mat Clark mé 16n: “Ttr twv, that ha may?”

Toi nhun vai: “Tao khong ro. Co 1€ vay.”

“Co lé thoi sao?”

“Chac chan”, Alf khang khang. “Thaéi di, Billy. May dirng gid ngu nita.
N6 hién nhién qua ma.”

“0”, tdi néi. “Puing d6.”

“Nhung con bé do6 khong biét!” Clark ndi.

“Puing.”

“May néi vdi canh sat may gia vo tat ca!”
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“Pung.”

“Troi 0i!” Clark noi, nga lung ra sau ghé, gio cai cang ctia né 1én tran,
chodng vang trudc céi tin vira nghe. “Moi thit 16n tung phéo 1én hét r6i,
Billy! Sao may khong ndi v&i bon tao s6ém hon?”

“Pung vay!” Alf n6i. “Néu may ndi, bon tao da c6 thé giup dugc réi.”

“Tui may da giup tao nhiéu r6i”, to6i néi. “Nhd bon may, Mary va bo co
ay ghét tao dén tan xwong tiy. Ho nghi tao la thang khon nan nhat trén
doi.” T6i nhan ra “khén nan nhét trén doi” 1a hoi qua, nhung t6i dang chan
nén cha buon stra lai. To6i chi can bon né noéi 1a moi chuyén khong té dén
thé.

“Chac may n6i dung”, Clark thé dai.

“Cam on”, t0i noéi, day cai khay ra vi chd muén an gi nita. “Difa nao
muon an do an cta tao khong?”

Alf 1dy m¢& khoai tay chién tir khay cuia t6i nhing vao nuwéc x6t. “Nghe
tao nay, ching ta c6 thé stta lai moi chuyén”, né néi. “Biic thw nay sé lam
rd moi thit. Chi can ddm bao Mary c6 dugc né.”

N6 vé ra hang ta vién canh, nhung chang cai nao hgp ly ca. T6i khong
thé dén nha Mary. Luat cdm khong cho t6i dén gan cia tiém. Khong thé
nho dia ban hoc nao gitp toi dugce. Toi con khong dugc phép lai vang &
khu dudong Market nita co.

Trong khi bon t6i xem xét tat ca vién canh, Clark cha néi 16i nao. N6 c
nhai ngdu nghién céi banh ctia nd, giong nhw xoay van y nghi nao dé. “Cé
mo¢t diéu may lam duwgc”, cudi cung no cling lén tiéng. “Phai cuc ky liéu
linh nhé! C6 kha nang rat 16n may sé bi bat. Nhung tao ddm bao may sé
khong dung phai Zelinsky. Ong ta sé& cach xa day ca dam.”

Bon t6i doi n6 noi ro, nhung né dé nghi gap nhau & thw vién sau gio hoc.

“May néi céi y twéng ngu ngoc ctia may di”, Alf néi. “Sao may c to ra
bi hiém thé?”
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Clark khong chiu néi: “Tao can nghién cttu vai thit. Bam bao diéu dé rat
kha quan. Tao khong muo6n Billy bj tém c6 lan nita.”

Khi Alf va toi dén thu vién, Clark dang & khu sach tham khdo, ngoi & cai
ban dai gan m@ to bwém quang cdo trwdng dai hoc. N6 dang do xem ban
do, nhung 14t nguoc lai nén tdi thdy cha hop 1y ti ndo. O ban ké bén bon i,
mot nhom cac cd bé 16p nam dang vo hoc. Nhung bon né thi thodng nhin
trom Clark, cwoi rac rich. Duwong nhu chuyén nay xdy ra cang lac cang
nhiéu hon thoi gian gan day - dam con gai nhin n6 r6i hon xiéu phach tan.
Du la thay cai cang so s ngay tridc mat.

“San?” T6i héi. “May da san sang néi cho bon tao nghe céi ké hoach vi
mo chua?”

“Pé tao nam chac lich trinh cua con bé d6 da”, Clark néi. “Moi sang,
Zelinsky lai xe dwa Mary dén dwong Market. Ho m& cira tiém, r6i con bé
bat xe buyt dén truong St. Agatha phai khong?”

“Pung thé”, toi noi.

“R0Oi moi trura, xe buyt dwa né vé duong Market, ro6i né & cira tiém cho
dén khi déng ctra. Roi b6 n6 dwa né vé nha?”

“Chinh x4c”, t6i khang dinh. “D6 méi la van dé day.”

Clark lac dau: “Khéng, dé tao n6i cho may giai phap. Pay la cach may
tiép can con bé d6.” N6 xoay ban do ngugc lai dé bon t6i doc dong tiéu dé
dau trang: Treong dy bi Nui St. Agatha cho nit sinh.

“Khong thé nao!” Alf ndi. “Ai ma leo 1én ngon nui do.”

“Sao lai khong?” Clark van lai.

“Co6 bao vé va hang rao d6 may. Hang rao dién day.”

Clark lai lac dau: “B6 la nha tu kin, khong phai phim James Bond dau.”

“May theo dao Tin lanh ma, sao may biét dwgc?” Alf hoi. “Tao 1a 1é sinh
day, tao noi cho tui may biét la khéng ai vao bén trong treong St. Agatha
dwge dau. N6 nghiém ngat nhw kho vang Fort Knox d6i véi bon nit sinh
Cong gido ay.”
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“N6 van la mot ngoi trweong thoi”, Clark khang khang. “Ho ciing c6
khach dén tham. C6 giao hang. Nhiéu ngudi ra vao nita.”

Ban do6 phan nao chi dan cho ngwoi nhap hoc biét dwgc khudn vién trén
dinh nui that an twgng ctia ngoi tredng nay. Mot tram nam trwdc, St. Agatha
la mot tu vién véi nha nguyén va ky tic xa gian don. Tw khi phat trién
thanh trvong dy bi cho nit sinh, khu6n vién truong da maé rong thém khu
16p hoc, nha an va cé san tap thé duc. Moi tht dwgc bao boc trong mot
“quang canh nudi non xanh mat” 16ng 1ong cung véi “chim muéng hoang da
phong pht” ctia mién bac New Jersey.

“Ho dau c6 vé hang rao trén ban do nay dau”, Alf noi, “nhung ching c6
¢ d6.” N6 ruén dén céi ban roi nguéch ngoac mét vong tron tam bg quanh
ban do6. “May cai dé sé nwéng may nhuw pho mai luén ay.”

Lic nay, toi that sy dong thuan vGi Alf. T6i da nghe rat nhiéu chuyén vé
treong St. Agatha, y dinh xam nhap vao ngoi truong do that dién khung.

“Zelinsky s& khong & gan d6”, Clark nhic t6i. “Ong ta 1am viéc cach d6
hang ddm.”

“Néu vay, noi thit tao nghe xem”, t6i néi vdi Clark. “Mot khi 1én ndi, tao
tim Mary nhu thé nao?”

“May dau can tim Mary”, Clark néi. “Pay la cho vi diéu cua ké hoach
nay. May chi can tim con bé nao dé roi nho no6 dwa cai thw thoi.”

“Sao tao biét duwgc no6 sé duwa?”

“Vi may c6 gan dén tan do roi! Chwa ai lam thé bao gio. Bon con gai sé
cam kich diéu dé. Bon né sé nghi chuyén ay chac quan trong lam va dam
bao Mary sé nhan dugc thw.”

Khi n6 néi nhu thé, ké hoach nghe dé nhu choi dy. T6i khong can phai
tim khap ngon nui ay dé gap Mary, t6i chi can tim mot nit sinh nao dé trén
ngon nui day bon nit sinh.

Alf chi lac dau. “Tui may khéng lam duge dau”, né néi. “Néu dap xe 1én
ndi, tao cam doan tui may sé ngoi sau xe canh sat.”
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T6i biét n6 néi dung. Nhung toi cling khong muoén song chung vGi cam
giac toi 10i nay thém ngay nao nita. Mary dau dé ngoai kia, nghi nhitng
diéu t6i té veé toi, dieu do khién toi dién 1én mat.

“Tao phai di sém”, t6i néi. “Néu tao di trudc bay gio, tao c6 thé dén
treong doé tredc budi trua.”

“Va c6 ay sé nhan dugc thw trede gio an trwa”, Clark noi.

“Va bon tao sé di tham may trong tu”, Alf chac nhw dinh déng cot.
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Khi t6i tir thw vién vé nha, Tack dang ditng trén bac thém trwdc, noi
chuyén véi me toi qua cira chan. Lic thay ong ta, t6i chang kip quay lai nita
réi. Thay t6i, ong dy vay tay chao. Duong nhw 6ng dy mdi phat trién kha
nang ngoai cam theo cach nao dé. Ong 4y dén cho t6i mat tran vi bitc thu
ma toi chwa kip gui.

“N6 kia”, me t6i ndi, giong noi c6 phan du duwong, hét nhuw ca doi ba toan
trdi &nh nang va hoa hong vay.

“Sao roi, Billy?” Tack hai.

T6i nhtn vai nhung khong néi gi ca. Xem chirng bat c cau tra 16i nao
cling lam t6i khon don.

“Chéu binh thuong a.”

Lam sao ma binh thuong dugc? Suyt ti nita la vao tu cubi tudn roi! Bdng
ly ra phdi khon kho ldm!
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“Chéu thay khon kho 1am.”

Sao lai khén kh6? Suyt ti niva la ngoi boc lich roi day! Lé ra chdu phdi la
dira tré vui nhdt tran doi mdi dung!

“Chau la dwa tré vui nhat tran doi.”

Thdng odt con ich ky! Khéng thdy t6i 16i ti nao a?

“Canh sat Blaszkiewicz muon biét con nhw thé nao”, me giai thich. Mot
lon téc ri xuéng mat, ba vudt né lai, vét ra sau tai. “Ong 4y muén biét moi
thi déu 6n.”

“Moi thir 6n ma chu”, t6i n6i v4i ong ay.

“Nghe cling mirng”, 6ng ay néi. “Chau c6 biét chdu rdt may man c6 co
hoi thit hai khong ha?” Ong dy néi huyén thuyén mot lat vé co hoi thit hai.
Ong &y néi vé chuyén lam lai cudc doi, khéi dau méi va quay dau 1a bo.
Ngay lic 6ng ay dirng dé 14y hoi, toi lién cam on ro6i chuén ngay vao nha.

T6i ngoi ¢ ban an, dgi cho Tack bién di, nhung 6ng ay va me toi ¢t noi
chuyén mai. Cu6i cung, toi di ra cra sau roi ré6n rén sang bén hong nha
nghe trdm ho néi chuyén. That bat ngo, t6i phat hién ho cha da dong gi dén
toi ca! Ho dang noi vé phan cudi loat phim Dallas. N anh huing cta bd
phim, Pamela Ewing, dam xe vao tau chd dau. Me t6i tin chang ai song sét
n6i sau vu no kinh hoang nhw thé. Tack khang khang do6 chi la pha hanh
dong mao hiém nham tang ty suat ngudi xem va nha san xuat sé dwa c6 ay
trd lai, bang bé va chita lanh vét thwong, vao thang 9. To6i do rang chi cé
me toi va Tack con xem Dallas vao nam 1987 nay.

“La that”, tdi n6i v4i me sau dé, khi Tack vao xe tuan tra va chay di.

Me ctr chon chan ¢ cwra treée, nhin ra phia badi co. “Mai me sé tat qua
cho ctra hang cay canh”, me néi. “Cé 1€ sé mua vai cay xanh. San trudc nha
minh trong that tham hai.”

Khoanh san triedc cua ching t6i lic nao cling thé. Vat c6 mé hom thw
16m dém vai ngon bo cong anh va lwa thwa soi trang ma chidng toi tirng rai
day moi do xuan ve.
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“Con noi dung la la ma”, t6i 1ap lai. “Cha Tack dén nha minh ay.”

Me nhtn vai: “Me nghi d6 la dong thai tr té. C6 1€ 6ng dy quan tam dén
con. Ong 4y muén dam bao ring con khong lam diéu gi ngd ngan.”

“Con ¢6 lam gi dau”, t6i dap doi.

ROi toi vé phong, m@ tap ban do tiéu bang New Jersey ra va lan tim
tuyén dwong ngan nhat tr Wetbridge dén treong Du bi nui St. Agatha.
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Sang hom sau, toi thitc ddy s6m, an hét bat ngii c6c va mac diung bo dé

hém di xem phim. T6i khéng chac la gap dwgc Mary, nhung néu dugc, toi
muon minh phai trong that banh bao. T6i bo 1a thw vao tdi sau va di ra cira
trugc.

Alf va Clark dang dgi & 16i di. Bon né an mdc ciing banh ton. Alf thay
cai 4o via Hawaii bang so mi cai khuy c6 Hard Rock Cafe trang tinh, con
Clark mdc b0 canh sida dep nhat ma nguwdi ho hang & Georgia gui cho - so

mi tay ngan mau luc nhat va quan tay den.
“Tui tao di v&i may”, Alf noi.
“Alf lo 1a may lai lam loan 1én”, Clark noi.

“Tao dau c6 noi thé”, Alf khang khang.

“May noi la n6 sé bi cai hang rao dién dy nwdng kho mat”, Clark noi.

“Chinh xac tirng tir day nhé!”
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Alf nhin vai, trong c6 vé ngwong ngap: “May phai hiéu, Billy. May ba
x0 dé khong dua duwgc dau. Néu ho bat dwge may trén nui, ho sé cho may
mot tran ngay lap tie.”

“Tao khong sao dau”, toi ndi, ran giong lai. “Téi treong di.” Néu nhw ¢
co hoi gap Mary t6i khong muon c6 Alf va Clark ké bén, bay tro gan dai.

“Bon tao sé di v6i may”, Alf 1ap lai. “May can ai d6 danh lac huwéng dé
may vugt qua duge cong bao vé. Clark va tao c6 thé thu hut sy cha y cho
may an toan.”

“Varoi tui may sé bi bat”, t6i néi véi n6. “May van con tham tim tir hém
thit Bdy d6 day. Thir twdng twgng bé may sé lam gi néu may bi bat lan
ntra.”

“Néu tao c6 thé tan mat thay St. Agatha thi diéu do6 cling dang ma”, Alf
noi. “Tao nghe néi ché d6 ca doi tao réi. Nhw mot huyén thoai vay. May
biét & dé c6 ho boi khéng? Ngwdoi ta néi bon nit sinh nam xung quanh trén
nhitng cai goi to dung. Nam tadm nang, nhw bay meo nha vay.”

“Tao khong nghi chuyén do co that dau”, Clark noi.

“Tao dem theo moi thit bon minh can r6i”, Alf tiép. N6 mé& khéa ba 16 va
cho bon t6i thay nhitng gi bén trong: 6ng nhom, bo dam, kim cat lw6i, mot
chiéc may tinh chay nang lwgng mat troi.

“Pem may tinh lam gi?” T6i hoi.

“Peé tinh toan”, né néi. “Tao quén bé né ra.”

T6i nhan ra la chang thé bat bon né & nha dwgc nén bon toi dap xe xudng
dwong. Cam giac di chuyén that tha vi, cam giac 1én ké hoach trong dau
cling thé - nhung chi sau nam phit dap xe, t6i wéc gi t6i mdc quan dui.
Hom ay troi nang va oi bitc du méi sang sém. T6i bat dau d6 mo hoi va van
phai dap muwdi lam dam trén chiéc xe banh rang don cau ban nay.

Wetbridge toa lac & phan giao cua xa 10 thu phi New Jersey va dai 10
Garden State, né dugc bao quanh béi nhitng cao toc sau lan dwong. Nhitng
con duong nay khong danh cho xe dap, nhung bon t6i van di vao nhirng lan
dirng khan cap, dap xe hung huc khi may chiéc xe buyt Greyhound va xe
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tai kéo am am bang qua, ném vao mat bon toi so6i cat va khi thai. T6i co
ngam miéng lai, nhung bang cach nao do lai tong vao miéng day da mat cé
vi nhu than. Dén khi bon t6i di vao dwong hai lan nhé hon, ngudi t6i nhé
nhai mo6 hoi va ban khong thé twdng tuwgng duoc.

Ca bon van phai di muwoi ba dam nita.

Bon t6i di qua ba thi tran khac nhau, cai sau dep hon cai truéc. Ca bon
dén mot phan ctia New Jersey ma toi chwa bao gio dat chan t6i - nhitng khu
dan cw ma tat ca nha ctta déu c6 dudng xe chay vao va gara chita hai xe, bo
giau tia t6t va nhitng khu vueon tran ngdp sac hoa. Gitta nhitng ngoi nha ay,
ching t6i thoang thay bé boi loang lodng mau ngoc bich va san quan vot
riéng. Xe cd khong nhiéu 1am nén bon t6i xuéng xe & ngay tim dwong, ngan
ngo nhin quanh.

“O day tuyét that”, t6i n6i. “Chitng nao 1én, tao sé dén day séng.”

“Ngay khi may 1én 1én a?” Alf héi.

“May hiéu y tao ma. Khi tao treéng thanh ay.”

Clark lac dau: “Con pho nay giong nhw Park Place va Broadwalk két hgp
lai vay. May kiém dau ra tién dé song & day?”

“Thiét ké tro choi”, t6i néi. “Tao sé danh dum tat ca tién c6 dugc réi mua
mot cai may tinh mdi, roi tao sé ban nhitng tro choi dat nhw tom twoi ay.”

Alf va Clark khong dap lai, nhwng t6i biét bon né dang nghi gi: Mitc
lwvong t6i thiéu la ba d6 ba muoi lam xu méi gio va may IBM PS/2 trung
binh la bon ngan do6. Chac t6i phai dé danh may nam trdi tredc khi viét mot
doan ma khac, do ai ma bén chi dugc tdi d6 nhi?

“Tao sé ké may nghe diéu tao thich vé dai 16 Baltic”, Alf néi. “Khong
phai cat c6 nhiéu.”

“Va it tuyét hon vao mua déng”, Clark néi. “May c6 twéng tugng ra viéc
phai xic hét may con duong lai xe khong?”

“Lam dén cudi doi day”, Alf ndi.
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Bon t6i ditng day 1én xe, dap nhanh hon, bo lai khu pho va cau chuyén
vé twong lai lai phia sau.

Pén muoi mot gio, téi da cach xa nha hon bao gid hét. Bon t6i bang qua
nhitng canh dong day ca chua, ng6 va linh sam, tham chi con di qua mot
lan trai day nguwa. Thay co tirng bdo vdi bon toi rang New Jersey cé biét
danh la Bang Vuon twgc, va sau ngay hém ay t6i méi hiéu duoc 1y do. Hoi
néng bitc boi khién moi thit mang vé vo thwe. Nhiét do da 1én gan dén ba
muoi hai do C. T6i nhitc dau va khan thiét mudn giai khat. Bon toi da dap
xe hon mot dam trén con dwong hai lan bui bam ma khong thdy mdng
nguoi hay chiéc xe nao ngang qua.

“May chac ding duong chi?” Clark héi.

T6i dirng lai xem ban d6. “Gan dén r6i”, t6i bao. “Thém mot dam nita roi

N »

ré.

Bon t6i dirng lai & tram xang Gulf hai cot mady bom dé mua nuwdc udng
va di vé sinh. Clark trd nam muoi xu cho mot chai gi do goi la Evian, hoa
ra dé chi la mot loai nwdc dong chai binh thuwong thoi. Alf va t6i tréu né
khong thuwong tiéc. Cé loai thang khd nao lai phi ndm muoi xu cho nuwéc
uong trong khi c6 mot 6ng nwdc mién phi ngay bén ngoai tram co chi?
Clark nhidn vai va uéng can chai nwdc. “Vi ngon tuyét hdo”, né nhan manh.
“Pay la loai ndc ngon nhat ma tao tirng dugc udng.”

To6i 1ay bitc thw cia Mary ra khoi tdi va nhét né vao dudi yén xe dé git
an toan. Sau do, t6i m@ nuwdc voi rira mat, giti bui va dat khoi quan éo.
Trong vai phut, ngudi téi w6t sting, nhung téi cam thay sang khodi, t6i biét
mat troi sé hong kho moi thit treée khi bon t6i dén dugc treong St. Agatha.

Nguwoi phuc vu tai tram la m6t 6ng gia mac o ké 6, quan tay dinh day
dau. Ong kéo cai ghé xép gi sét vao béng ram nha xe roi ngdi xuong. Ong
xem bon t0i té nwdc nhau, t6i cam thady 6ng nhu sap mang bon t6i.

“Gan dén treong St. Agatha chwa 6ng?” Toi cat tiéng hoi.

“Gan lam r6i”, 6ng noi. “Nhung may dita khong dén dé dugc dau.”

Alf va Clark ngung té nudc.
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“Ong n6i gi a?” Alf héi.

“Ta n6i may dita khong dén d6 duwge dau. Ta biét may diva mudn lam gi,
nhung khong dugc dau.”

Clark dat cai voi xudng r6i lai gan 6ng gia: “Lam sao ma 6ng biét
duwgc?”

“Ta lam chtd tram xang nay t¥ hoi nam 1969. D6 1a nam Neil Armstrong
dat chan 1én mat trang. M6i nam khi hé dén, ta ban s6-da va Slim Jim* cho
bon dau dat nghi chiing c6 thé 1én vao treong St. Agatha. Thé nén ta dang
néi theo kinh nghiém cua ta thoi. Quay xe lai di. May dita khong vao dugc
dau. Chang ai vao dwoc ca.”

Thanh bo x6ng khai.

“V1i hang rao phai khéng 6ng?” Alf hoi. “Cai hang rao dién ay?”

Ong gia chi cudi: “Cac cau con ching dén dwoc hang rao nita co.”

Ong gia khong muén noi thém nita, chi 1ic dau va am @ tir chdi khéo,
giong nhu bon t6i dang danh bao budc vao mot khu rirng day cat lay va ca
sau. T6i lay birc thw giri Mary ra va dé n6 lai chiéc tdi sau. Alf va Clark
khong néi gi, nhung t6i 6 thé doc dugc suy nghi ctia bon né: Bon toi da di
qua xa, gio khong thé quay lai nita roi.

Bon t6i nhdy 1én xe va di tiép.
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Vai pht sau khi roi nha ga, con dudng vong qua vai vat cay. Khi bon t6i
dén duwgc phia bén kia, ngon nii da ¢ ngay tredc mat.

Chang ai nghi dén nti non & New Jersey nhung c6 khoang bon muoi
dam & phan phia bac tiéu bang dwgc tao thanh tir nti ltra khodng mdt tram
nam mudai triéu nam tredc (ré rang toi da biét vai diéu sau mot nam hoc
mon Da va su6i ma). biém dén caa bon t6i thwe sy khong 16n 1am. Néu lai
xe chay ngang ngon nui thi ban sé chang kip nhin lan thi¢ hai dau. Nhung tr
trén yén nhya nhém nhep moé héi ctia ¢6 xe dap cau ban, vao ngay nong
nhat trong nam, c6 cam giac n6 giong nhw day nuii Kilimanjaro.

Chang may choéc bon toi dén chan nui va thay mot tam bién 16n:

BAT PAU VAO PIA PHAN TRUONG DU BI
NU SINH NUI ST. AGATHA

BAT PONG SAN RIENG
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CHI DANH CHO DU KHACH THAM QUAN PUQC CHO PHEP

“H@&i cac con, hday nghe 1¢i khuyén day cia mot nguwdi cha, va hay chua
y dé thau dat sy thong sang.” - Chdm ngon 4:1

“Pay r6i”, Clark noi. “May chac chi?”

“Chac, tao chac ma”, Alf néi. “Tao di xa dén tan day r6i.”

Clark vo cai binh can nwéc ctia n6 1én mat Alf, vut qua tran: “Tao dang
néi vai Billy, do 1am chuyén.”

Alf nhdy xuéng xe, chiéc xe nga xuéng lé dwong. N6 vong tay quanh co
Clark, siét chat. “Tao chac, tao chac”, t6i noi, c6 gang chen vao giita hai
dira n6 va kéu goi dinh chién. “Bé di, bat dau di th6i.”

To6i chi vira tdch ching né ra thi Alf chi vé phia sau bon t6i, cai bui cay
ma bon t6i vira di qua. Mot chiéc Volkswagen bo hung trang dang hwéng veé
phia bon toi.

“Tron di”, toi noi.

Bon t6i ldy xe ra khoi dwong, chay vao khu rirng lan can, r6i chui vao
dam cdy bui tron. Chiéc bo hung chay qua, ching t6i thdy nam xo mac
trang phuc den qua ctta xe, ngoi chen chiic nhau nhw may ga hé trong xe
ganh xiéc. Bon t6i bo ra khoi cho an nap khi thay chiéc xe leo 1én doc nui.
Du nhitng con doc da ré thanh hai bén, nhuwng doan ay doc dyng ditng,
chiéc xe bo 1én twr tir, sang s6 ken két, dong co kéu rin rit.

“Tao khong dap noi dau”, Alf néi. “Tao dudi qua roi.”

“Khong sao”, t6i néi. “Tui minh dé xe lai di.”

Bon t0i nghién ngdu doan dwong bang hét téc lwc, nhwng do doc qua
ngat va chi duwgc mdot phat thi cd bon lai di bo. Nang gat trit xudng dau.
Nhya dwong den diia nhw dang soi 1én, t6i lai va m6 hoi nhuw tam. Nhung
bon t6i dén gan lam r6i. T6i sO vao tdi sau lwng, kiém tra bitc thu gii Mary.
CoO dy sé nhan dwgc n6 sém thoi, do la tat ca dong lwc ma toi can deé tiép
tuc. Trong khodng ba muwoi hay bon muoi phit nita, co dy sé biét sy that va
t0i c6 thé yén tam lam lai tr dau.
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Bon t6i vira leo 1én ngon doc dirng th hai, tham chi chwa dwoc nira
dwong 1én nii nita, to6i nhin xuéng con dwong bén duwdi. Mot chiéc xe khac
dang xudt hién ti bui cay. P6 la mot chiéc UPS nau, né dang vuot ca gidi
han t6c do, co 1ay da trudc khi leo 1én con déc dau tién.

“Chét roi”, Alf néi.

Bon t6i bat dau chay, nhwng t6i biét 1a bon t6i khong thé nao chay nhanh
hon duwgc. Chiéc xe lao dén nhanh qua, né sé bat kip truwdc khi ca bon dén
duwgc dinh nui. Ngay 1ap tire, toi biét dugc vi sao 0ng lao & tram xang tién
doan rang bon t6i sé that bai. Bon t6i dang chay 1én doan duong trong bang
phang, ba thang duc rira dang & trén khu bat dong san tw, noi nghiém cam
bon con trai khong dugc bén mang.

“Khong dugc roi”, toi thd gdp. Bon t6i vira vong qua con doc thit tw,
chiéc xe da dén ngon tht ba r6i. Bon t6i phai tron, nhung chang c6 noi nao
tron dugc. Chang cé bong cay hay bui ram nao - chi c6 déc da phu day hoa
hong va hoa dai dang né ro. Chut nita thoi, ho sé trong thdy bon téi. Ca bon
phai roi khoi con duong, tw nguy trang 1ay.

“Cui xu6ng”, t6i n6i vai hai diva né, roi téi nhady vao mot bui hong.

Cho dén ltic nay, t6i nghi la t6i van chwa thdy mot canh hong that sy nao.
Toi da xem khong biét bao nhiéu phim ca nhac c6 nhitng c6 gai an mac hé
hang nam lén tham hoa hong, ve vu6t nhitng canh hong dé tham vao lan da
trang sita. Nhung khong c6 bo phim nao mach cho téi biét mét diéu rang
nhitng canh hong thuc sy dwge pht day gai citng sac nhon. Trwdc khi toi
cham dat, hang tram cai gai dam qua quan &o t6i, cao xudc da redm mau.
Khi t6i nhan ra sai lam cia minh thi da qua tré. T6i c6 gang vung thoat,
nhung t6i bi mac vao cai bay gai nhon. To6i la hét. To6i gao thét. T6i cang cw
dong thi cang mac vao nhiéu gai hon, gai cam sau hon vao mat ca chan,
lam cang tay tréc da. Co 18 t6i sé vuedng mai & do néu Alf va Clark khong
nam ldy day nit va kéo t6i that manh, bdéc cac sgi day leo khoi ngudi toi
nhuw mot cudn bang dinh.
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Ba dita t6i nam thd doc, mét dit hoi bén dwong khi chiéc UPS am am
chay qua. Tai xé khong thay chung t6i.

T6i dwa may ngon tay 1én tran, ching bam vét do. “Tao bi chdy méau a?”

“Chi l1a vét xudc théi”, Alf ndi. N6 chi vao thai dwong cua to6i va lan theo
phac d6 ctia mot hinh thang 16n. “Day nay, day day va day nita.”

Con nhiéu vét cat nita trong do va nhitng chdm mau li ti dang twom ra
xuyén qua 16p vai kaki. Nhung t6i thady bon t6i sap 1én dugc dinh ndi r6i,
diéu nay khién toi c6 thém ty tin.

“May khong sao chi?” Clark hoi.

“Tui minh sap dén roi. Pi tiép trudc khi c6 chiéc xe nao dén nita.”

Bon t6i chay lén hai con doc cudi ma khong gap trac tré gi, cudbi cung
doc nui thang dung ditng, nhung con dudng van tiép tuc trai ra, len qua mot
lum cdy ram rit. ching t6i lan buwéc theo n6 tr dang xa, nhdy qua dam
dwong xi va canh khd muc, chuan bi cti thdp xudng trudc tiéng dong cua
mot chiéc xe nao khac.

T6i chong nhan ra cai ban d6 vé ngoi treong khong duwgc vé dung ty 1é.
Chuing t6i nhu lac 10ng gitta khu ritng nguyén sinh, khéng gan mot nha
nguyén hay 16p hoc nao ca.

Alf nhin xung quanh, can than danh gia: “May chac la ding ch&?”

“Chac chan”, Clark néi. “Pay la con duong duy nhat di vao ma.”

“Trén kia”, t6i néi va chi tay. “Thay khong?”

Xuyén qua nhitng ngon cay bon t6i thoang thdy mot cai cong thép han
16n trong nhw nho 1én khéi mat dat, tat cdA mé day leo uén quanh cung la
kim va hang chit HOC VIEN NUI ST. AGATHA uén cong trén dau. Hai
bén céng la hang rao thép han cao vun viit. N6 cao khodng hon hai mét va
chay dai hun hut vao trong rung, tao thanh mot duwong bién bao boc ca
khuon vién truong.

“Chac do 1a hang rao dién day”, Clark noi, “thé day dién dau?”

“Ho chon no r6i”, Alf n6i. “Ho ltra may thé day.”
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Toi chi vao mot dan chim sé dang dau trén hang rao, vui hot liu lo: “May
canh bao may con chim dé di.”

Clark chi ra rang cai hang rao - du cé dién hay khong - ciing chang dang
quan tam. Ké bén canh cong la mot nha kho nhé nhin nhw chét thu phi.
Trong do, mét ga dang ngoi doc bao. Bon tdi 1én ra sau mot céi cay dé va
quan sat ga bang 6ng nhom cua Alf. Pay la lic phai tap trung cao do. Ga
kia nhin nhw biét kich hai quan vay ga ngoi trén cai ghé dau qua nho so véi
than hinh do s§, nham nhap ca phé tir binh giit nhiét va doc muc bao Thé
thao.

To6i dwa 6ng nhom cho Clark: “Gid sao?”

N6 nhin qua 6ng kinh: “Tao khong chac nita.”

“Dé thoi”, Alf néi. “Dgi chiéc xe khac 1én. Lic tén gac cong phan tam,
chung ta sé 1én vao.”

“Khong dwoc dau”, téi noi. Toi da xem qua nhiéu phim vé Thé chién thi
hai, & d6 mot linh canh danh dién bang s6ng v6 tuyén dé cau cttu va ca mot
trai tu binh bong dong dac dam linh phat xit.

Clark dong y. “Pi theo hang rao di”, n6 dé nghi. “Cé 1& no6 sé két thic
dau dé6. Hay mot 16i vao nao khac.”

Bat ctt ké hoach nao ciling t6t hon la d6i dau truc dién vdi tén linh canh
nén bon t6i tién vao rirng, 16i qua bun lay, c¢6 dai va canh cay gay do. Toi
mang ban do nhuwng chang c6 moc chi dwong nao chi dan bon téi - khong
co toa nha hay con duwong nao bén hang rao, noi day toan la ri'ng day leo va
tang da nham nh@. Hang rao ¢t xoan lwvgn, mon men theo hang cdy cao 16n.
Chirng moi sau mét, Alf sé go nhe vao thanh hang rao, van quyét tam tim
cho duge “khu bi nhiém dién”. Clark con gé manh hon, hy vong tim cho
duwgc diém nao ma hang rao yéu va bon t6i cé thé don ha né. Nhung hang
rao chang mdy may. Giong nhw cd mot doi quan cling khong lam gi dugc
no vay.

Bong dung Clark ngirng lai.

“Tui may nghe gi khong?” No hoi.
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T6i dirng lai va lang tai nghe. T6i chang nghe thay gi ca.

“La mot c6 gai”, no noi. “Tao nghe mot co gai dang goi ai do.”

Alf nhin can trong han 1én va t6i nghi minh ciing nhw thé. Bon t6i cam
thdy rat nong bitc, mét va khat 1am r6i, hay ciing cé thé Clark dang hoang
twong.

“Pi tiép di”, t6i noi.

Bon t6i di tiép. Hang rao dan bon t6i di khap khuon vién trudng, nhung
khong thdy mot hoc sinh hay toa nha nao cd. Ngoi tredng va moi ngudi &
day déu dugc bao boc hoan toan trong vanh dai dy. Sau hai mwoi phat leo
tréo, t0i nhan ra ching t6i dang tién dén canh cong lan nita, lan nay la tw
hwéng doéi dién. Khodng nam muwoi mét tredc mat, téi c6 thé thiy vong gac
qua nhitng tan cay.

“Can than”, Alf néi, nam lay tay toi.

T6i qua mai mé nhin tén gac cong, suyt nita thi 1& chan budc xuéng dong
sudi. Alf va Clark nhdy qua, nhung t6i dirng lai xem ki hon. Dong nuwéc da
an mon tao thanh mot ranh nho dudi hang rao, sau khoang ba muoi
centimét.

“Queén di”, Alf néi. “Chung ta khong chui lot dau.”

“Co thé dugc”, toi noi.

Clark nghich nwéc bang miii giay, thoc quanh vao viing bun. “Khong da
sau dau Billy. Néu c6 cai xéng thi may ra. Nhung khong dwoc roi.”

Co vé no6 khong hiéu la bon t6i hét Iwa chon roi, chiing t6i da roi vao ngod
cut. Toi thdo giay, ném qua hang rao. Chiing dap sang bén kia, rat xa tam
v6i cua t6i. “May cé thé quay lai néu may mudn”, téi néi, “con tao sé di
tiép day.”

Alf va Clark nhin theo vé than trong, khi t6i luon trurgt xuéng con lach va
dam minh vao dong nuwéc bun mat lanh. Dwdi chan hang rao la mot thanh
ngang gi sét véi nhitng go bi cat 1ém chdm. Khi nghéch mat sang mot bén,
toi c6 thé len dau xubng dugc, nhung nguc thi khong. Toi hit mot hoi va
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vin vao hang rao, co6 gang day minh di xa hon cho dén khi ca nguoi ket gi
lai.

Alf nhin t6i trrdn mot lic trede khi mach nwéc muodn kéo t6i lai: “Tao
nam chan may nhé?”

“Pgi da”, toi ndi. Bang cach chong tay day hang rao, t6i thdy minh c6
thé chim sau hon vao 16p bun, lach sau hon qua viing bun. Cé thit gi d6 nhé
nho va nhay nhua quay vao gay t6i. Mot con ca? Mot con nong noc? To6i
phét 16 n6 va tiép tuc day, dung chan dé day than minh theo. Phan chan rao
gi sét xé rach vat do trudc cta toi, xé rach 16p vai va vang mat nit 4o.
Nhung céi eo da lach qua dwgc va phan con lai thi dé dang hon nhiéu. T6i
bo ra khoi con lach, nguwoi day bun dat va chat nhay, roi toi ding day. Qua
nhitng thanh hang rao, Alf va Clark quan sat t6i, khong khai kinh hai.

“May nhin nhv Sinh vat Bam lay ay”, Clark noi.

“Pé tao rtra sach da.” T6i nhing tay vao phan nwéc nong cua con lach,
chitng té rira sach mdéi dé dang lam sao. Thit t6i phai mat cong la giii sach
16p bun bam trén da. “R6i, xong roi. Di th6i.”

Hai ditra n6 ngan ngai, t6i biét bon n6 dang nghi gi: ngay ca James Bond
cling chwa gap phdi chuyén nay. Theo cach nao dé ong ay ludn vugt qua
dwgc twong rao ma khong dé mat ti bui ban bam trén bo 1é phuc trang tinh
cua minh.

Nhung r6i mot am thanh xuyén ngang khu rirng, tiéng cwdi lanh lanh cta
mot co gdi. “Kia kia!” Clark n6i. “C6 ay kia!”

“Tao nghe r6i”, Alf néi.

N6 thao giay r6i tra chan vao 16p bun. Toan b phan bo tredn cda t6i lai
khién cho n6 thady moi thit dé dang hon. Khi né chui qua dwgc mot nira, toi
nam lay canh tay n6 va 16i di, kéo cai ao Hard Rock Café m&i keng ctia né
qua 16p bun. Clark thi gap kho khan hon ti vi n6 phai thuc hién toan bo
thao tac day chi v6i mot tay, nhung Alf va toi tat bun xung quanh no, ra sitc
kéo no cho dén khi n6 qua hoan toan.
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Cho dén khi Clark ditng day thi bon t6i nhan ra Alf dé quén tat va giay -
chiing van con nam & bén kia hang rao, khong thé véi téi duwge. Alf vung
mot canh cay xuyén ngang nhitng thanh sat, c6 gang méc vao ching, nhung
chi day cho chuing ra xa hon.

“Chung ta phai quay lai”, no noi.

“May dua a?” Clark héi.

“Khong con thoi gian dau”, t6i néi. “Tui minh sé 1ay ching lic tré ra.”

Alf budc t6i triedc, cau may khi got chan tran cia né giam phai mot qua
thong. “Tao sé khong lam vay dau”, né ndi, nhung r6i bon téi khong thé
ngirng budc theo tiéng cuwdi cia co gai nao dé vang vong nhu tiéng hat cua
nang tién ca goi bon téi dén. Clark va t6i di theo tiéng cuoi dy, Alf khong
con lra chon nao ngoai viéc di theo, nhay 16 co va than van lu6n mom.

Qua nhitng tan cay ching t6i bat dau thay rd mot san thé duc that rong.
Khodng ba muwoi nit sinh dang chay hét vang va dung dwa tam lwdi trén
nhitng thanh dai. D6 la mon thé thao ma bon t6i chwa tirng thay, cé vé ho
dang dudi theo mot qua bong nhura.

“Mon polo a?” Alf hoi.

“Polo thi phai cudi ngwa chit”, toi nai.

Alf lac dau: “Khong, la cudi ngwa dau thuwong.”

“La bong vot”, Clark noi. “Ho dang choi bong vgt.”

Bon to6i nam dai trén mat dat dé tranh bi ngwoi khac nhin thay, réi treon
sat dén dé nhin ro hon. May nit sinh dy chang giong ngudi mau do tam trén
twong phong t6i, chang ai dugc 1én trang nao trong s6 phat hanh do boi cua
Sports Illustrated dau. Ho hoac qué cao hodc qua thap bé, qua map hay qua
gdy, qua nhay nhua mo hoi va qua non nét hodc qua nhiéu khiém khuyét.
Nhung ho rét thue, ho rat song dong - cuwdi, hét vang va chay trén san. Toi
nhin ho, lang thinh nhwng rat ngac nhién va nhan ra 16i don vé truong St.
Agatha la ding: Pay la nhitng co6 gai vo cung xinh dep.

“Tao cad mdy con bé nay t6i thang cung mot luc”, Alf néi.
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“May lam on dung c6 noi lic nay duge khong”, Clark noi. “Dé yén cho
tao tan hvong giay phut nay di.”

“That day!” Alf noi. “Khi bon con gai song chung, chu ky kinh nguyét
cta ho ty dong trung nhau. Dé bao vé ca nhom.”

Toi biét néu xép hang tat ca nhitng cau néi nham nhi ma Alf tirng ché ra
thi cau nay chac chan sé chiém hang nhat.

“Bao vé ca nhom khéi diéu gi?” T6i hdi.

“La kiém tra an toan sinh hoc day”, Alf noi.

“Y may 1a sao?” Téi héi.

“Charles Darwin dé, Billy! May chang chi tdam vao khoa hoc gi hét a?”

“Noi nho thoi”, Clark rit 1én, nhuvng da mudn. Bén phia san, mot co
ngig chay, ha thap cai gy lwéi va quay vé phia hang cay. Bon t6i c6 gang
cti thap hét mirc c6 thé, nép minh sau bui cay thwa va c6 lti vao mat dat.
Alf van con dang lai nhai vé si chon loc ti nhién va toc khi dot cho dén khi
toi kep c6 né lai.

Co gai kia cach chiing t6i khodang sau mét. C6 dy buwdc gan dén noi bon
toi nap hon, t6i cam thay chac ca bon tiéu r6i. Sau do, mét qua bong nhiya
vang bay ngang c6 ay, co6 ay quay di, dudi theo no.

“Suyt nita tiéu r6i”, Clark thi tham. “Di tiép tho6i.”

Bon t0i quay ngugc lai vao ritng, di xuyén qua nhitng hang cay cho dén
khi thdy chép cao ctia nha nguyén. T6i kiém tra ban do6 va nhan thay minh
dang ditng & phia cye bac cua khudn vién trwong, chi phia sau khu 16p hoc
hai tang va mot khu viron ¢6 rao gidu cao bao quanh. B6 la may man duy
nhat trong ngay - bo giau rat 16n, cao khoang ba mét, che chan cho bon t6i
khi di tir hang cay ra. Bat ctt hoc sinh hay gido vién nao nhin ra ngoai ctra
s0 16p hoc cling khong thay dwoc bon toi.

“Cai gi day?” Alf hai.

T6i chi vao mot khodng hep gifta hai bo gidu - mot 16i vao. C6 mdt ban
thach nhé cdm vao dat. Trén d6 khic dong chit THUONG NHO XO
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BEATRICE (1821 - 1857). CHON SUY NIEM DEP BE VA TINH LANG.
Clark dwa mot ngon tay len moi, ra hiéu hai dra toi im ldng va nhdy sang
khodng trong.

Bén trong khu vuwon la mé hon trdn cac bo gidu nhé hon, cao ngang
hong, dan bon t6i qua cac dai hoa trén con duwong rai séi trang. Alf de dat
moi budc di, nhon chan nhe mét diva tré méi tap di, nhay 16c céc va than
van vi dau. T6i nhin n6 cham cham: “May c6 can cong khong?”

Alf nang ban chan phai, g& ba vién da gam long ban chan. “Nhu thay
tinh v& dy”, n6 nai.

“No6i nho théi”, Clark no6i. Khu veeon day géc yén tinh rgp béng ram véi
ghé da, twong thién than va cac tiéu thién si. Clark nhac ca bon rang xo
nao do c6 thé dang lan trong bong ram.

“Lé ra nén dé tao & lai san bong vgt”, Alf ndi. “Khéng c6 giay thi tao
khong lam gi duwgc dau.”

“Gan qua r6i”, Clark n6i. “Néu minh dén dugc gan khu 16p hoc, chac sé
tim duwogc ai do.”

Nhuwng khu vueon c6 vé khong dé di nhw bon t6i twdng - nhitng con
dwong chia lam nhiéu ngd, dwa dén nhitng ngo cut hay cac vong lap bat tan.
T6i chang biét ai c6 thé thw gian & noi nhw thé nay, day ro rang la mot m@
hon don, Alf thi ¢t lu6n mém kéu ca khién cho moi chuyén réi hon.

Sau dé, ching toi ré vao mot goc va that sy cham mat mot c6 gai ngoi
trén ghé. Co ay dang chép gi d6 trén mot cudn sach, nghe trén chiéc Sony
Walkman, nhung khi nhin thay bon to6i, c6 bé tat ca xuong, réi thu nguoi
lai, vGi 1ay cai coi bac dang treo quanh c6.

“Dgi da”, toi noi.

“Lam on dung”, Alf néi véi co ay.

Co gai dua coi 1én miéng.

“Video City!” Clark néi 16n.

Co gai chan chu.
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“Cau lam viéc ¢ Video City!” N6 ndi. “Cau la Lynn Scott. Cau lam &
khoi nhan vién huéng dan gan quay thu ngan. Cau khong nhan ra bon minh
a?”

Mat bon t6i dinh day bun. Quan &o rach rwdi. Tat nhién c6 dy khong
nhan ra.

“Bon minh vira ¢ day tuan r6i”, Clark néi.

Alf gat dau: “Bon minh da mwén phim Kramer vs. Kramer.”

Lynn chdp mat: “Dgi da... Cac cau chinh la mdy tén dé ha? May cau c
thué di thué lai Kramer vs. Kramer?”

“Chac mot hay hai lan”, Clark thtra nhan.

“Muoi tam lan!” Co dy néi. “Cha tiém dan mot tdm ghi chu bén quay
thu. Ho dang xem bao lau thi cac cau len dvgc hai muoi.”

T6i dé y thdy Clark da giau cai cang bén trong tdi. Moéi khi bon t6i dén
Video City n6 ludn can than gidu cai cang dé Lynn va may c6 ban dong
nghiép khoi thdy. N6 xoay x& dwa thé thanh vién va tra tién thué bang va
lay tién thoi va dem cu6n bang di chi v6i mot tay, tat cA may viéc ay lam thi
khong dé nhuw nghe dau.

Clark bat dau gidi thiéu ca bon nhung Lynn cat ngang. “Cac cau khong
duwgc phép ¢ day”, co ay noi, cti xudng 1ay cudn sach va cay but da quang.
“T6i sé bi dudi khéi day chi vi néi chuyén véi cac cau day.”

“Bon td can cau giup”, Clark ndi.

Co ay lac dau. “T6i c6 mat & day la nho hoc bong. Toi khong thé vit b
co hoi dy dugc. B6 me t6i sé giét toi mat.”

“Lam on di ma”, toi noi. “TG c6 mot bic thu gwi cho Mary Zelinsky. Td
can cau dwa né cho co ay.”

To6i 1ay bitc thw trong tii ra, gio chi con la mét mé bay hay nhém nhep
nuwéc bun. Toi da lam hong birc thu trong khi 6 gang trwedn qua ranh nuwéc.
T6i thit m& birc thu ra thi thdy nhitng dong chit da mo nhoe. Mary sé khong
bao gio doc dugc.
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Lynn nhin bitc thw nhoe nhoet dy khong khoi ai ngai.

“Co6 thé cau tim dugc Mary khong?” To6i héi. “Cau goi co dy dén day
dugc khong?”

“Khong.”

“Co6 chuyén quan trong lam”, t6i noi.

“Vay di tdi ctra tiém di. Hay dén nha c6 ay. GO ctta nha nhw bao nguoi
ay.”

“Minh khong thé.”

“Tai sao khong?”

Lynn quay budc di, bon toi khong con cach nao khac ngoai di theo. Co
ay biét r6 dwong nhanh nhat dén cho 16i ra. Chi trong khoanh khac c6 ay sé
di ra va mat dang.

“Chuyén dai 1am”, Clark ndi. “Billy khong thé lai gan c6 ay dugc.”

Lynn li€c mat quay lai nhin t6i: “Tén cau la Billy?”

“Pung thé.”

“Va Mary biét cau?”

“Pung.”

Co ay lac dau: “Toi khong tin. T6i noéi chuyén vGi Mary sudt. Ban ay
chwa bao gio nhac dén Billy nao ca.”

Lic nay ngay tai day toi biét c6 diéu gi khong dung. Toi chac rang it
nhat c6 ay cling nhac dén t6i doi ba lan. Pac biét sau khi t6i dan mot dam
trdm vao ctra hang bo c6 ay va pha nat cho ay.

“Hay la Will?” T6i héi. “Co ay c6 nhac dén Will nao d6 khong?”

“Chua bao gio.”

“Chua bao gio?”

“Raoul, c6 dy ct n6i vé Raoul suét. Nhung Will thi chwa tirng.”

“Raoul la thang quai nao?” Alf héi. N6 dang ding phia sau lung toi, do
lay vai t6i.
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“Tao khong biét nita”, t6i no6i. D6 la lan dau tién to6i thdy nghi ngd sudt
ngay hém ay. May chdng biét gi vé con bé cd, Zelinsky da canh bao toi.
Bdy ldu nay con bé da choi kham lai may. Cé 1é dé la Iy do Mary day toi ra
khi @ ctra tiém. C6 1é c6 ay da tham yéu thang khon nao ddy tén Raoul.

“Lam on di”, Clark néi vd&i Lynn. “Chi can tim Mary va néi véi c6 ay
rang Will & day. N6 muon gap c6 ay. Co ay co6 thé dén hay bo di thi tuy.
Nhung hay dé c6 ay quyét dinh. Hay cho ¢6 ay lwa chon, dugc khéng? B6
1a tat ca nhitng gi bon minh mong cau giup.”

D6 1a cau dai nhat ma Clark tirtng néi véi con gai bay lau nay. Téi chang
biét n6 1y diing khi dau ra nita. Nhung lic dé to6i nhan ra né duwgc ban cho
mot nang lyc dac biét. Du dau toéc né dinh day bun va né dang mac bd do
sida quai g&, mot tay thoc sau vao tui, c6 diéu gi dé6 & né khién nguoi doi
dién khi nhin hay lang nghe n6 khéng thé tir chdi dugc. Chi trong ding
muoi lam gidy, Lynn tir byc boi chuyén sang boi r6i va lwu tam. Bong
nhién nhiém vu cuia bon t6i trd thanh cta c6 ay.

“Pugc r6i”, cd ay noi, “nhung cac cau khong co nhiéu thoi gian dau. Gio
an trua sap hét r6i.”

Ngay ca Clark duong nhw cling ngac nhién tredc sy thay doi chéng vanh
cta c6 ay. “Nhuwng cau that sy sé tim thdy Mary chit? Cau sé dwa Mary dén
day chw?”

“T6t nhat t6i khong nén viéng vao rac réi nay.” Co ay chi vao mot goc
vron yén tinh rgp béng mat c6 birc twgng Bitc me Mary Pong trinh that
16n. “Téi dé nap di. Pang sau birc twgng ay. Noi chuyén nhé théi vi xo
Ellen dén day sudt, chac chan la may cau khong mudn dung phai xo dy
dau.”

“Cam on cau”, Clark noi.

“Pitng cam on minh. Tron di”, c6 ay nai.

Bon t6i di dén nap sau bitc twogng, cui thap nguoi.

Clark dang thi tham hén hé vé cach Lynn n6i véi nd. “Tao nhat dinh sé
hen ho vé6i con bé d6”, né néi. “Ngay khi tao phau thuat xong, ngay khi tao
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gia ti bo dang quai dan nay, tao sé cua con bé do ngay!”

“Nguoi ta thich may r6i ma”, Alf néi. “Tai sao may phai dgi nhitng bon
nam?”

“Tao khong mu6n lam né sg.”

“May da lam n6 sg r6i con gi! Bang viéc thué mot bd phim dé hoi dén
muoi tam lan!”

Bon no c chi chée cai co lam téi phat phién. Hay cé 1é 1a mat troi ay
nhi, roi ngay dinh dau va thiéu dét ching t6i. Toi c6 thé cam nhan mot
phan da minh néng rat, phan con lai thi 1dm lem bun. Tim t6i dap loan xa.

Clark 14y cai cang ra khoi ti va nhét vao dudgi do. Trong n6é nhw chan
dung ctia Napoleon. “Thé nay nhin d& hon chwa?”

“May chi khién né thém chu y thoi”, t6i noi.

Clark lac dau: “Phai chi tao mang gang tay.”

Alf lam tram trong hoéa van dé: “Bé di Clark. May em & day toan la ni
sinh c6 hoc bong. Con bé d6 dau c6 ngu. May khéng lira dwgc dau.”

Clark khong bé cudc. N6 giit cai cang bén duwéi do: “Néu con bé thay no
qua sém, con bé sé té ngira mat. Thé nay tét hon.”

Tiéng buwdc chan dén gan, phia bén kia twong giau, ca bon ngung noéi
chuyén cho dén khi tiéng budc chan bién mat. T6i thay lo lang va noi véi
bon no6 rang t6i can chit riéng tw. “Tao mudn gap Mary mot minh thoi.”

“Dugc thoi”, Alf néi. N6 dé nghi gap nhau ¢ khoang trong gitta hang
rao, noi bon t6i bo qua ranh nwéc. “Néu hai muwoi phit nita may khong &
dé, bon tao sé biét c6 chuyén khéng may va bon tao sé bién di. Vay dugc
chi?”

“Pugc day”, toi n6i. “Cam on tui may nhiéu lam nhé! Cam on vi da dua
tao dén tan day. Tao ng bon may nhiéu day.”

“May cha no gi ca”, Alf néi. “Hira vGi bon tao rang moi chuyén sé on,
duwgce chit? Néi véi con bé dé diéu may can noéi. Khong duwge nhut chi.”

No chia tay ra va ching t6i bat tay: “Khéng dwoc nhut chi day.”
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“Chic may man, Billy”, Clark n6i. “Tao rat mong moi thit sé 6n vGi may.
Va néi véi Lynn cho tao gadi 10i chao tam biét nita day, dugc khong?”

T6i hita toi sé€ noi, nhung hoéa ra lai khong can thiét.

Alf va Clark dang nhac buwdc roi di thi Lynn quay lai khu veon. Di sau
co ay 1a mot nit sinh nguwdi chau A dong déng cao, manh khanh véi toc den
dai. Co ta nhai keo cao su va nhin bon t6i v&i vé kho chiu.

“Ai day?” Alf hoi.

“La Mary”, Lynn no6i. “Tw Video City.”

“MAy ban la ai thé?” Mary tir Video City hai.

“Zelinsky”, t0i noi voi Lynn. “Minh da noi la Mary Zelinsky co ma.”

“Cau noi la Mary tw Video City.”

“Minh khoéng biét Mary tir Video City.” T6i quay sang Mary ti Video
City. “Minh rat xin 16i da lam phién ban. Chac c6 nham lan r6i. Minh dang
tim Mary Zelinsky.”

Hai c6 gai nhin bon t6i, béi r6i.

“Co ay khong cao lam, toc den ay.” T6i no6i. “Co ay son cai hinh bé xiu
1én moéng tay ay. Nhitng con s6 nhi phan ay.

“Guom da, 1a Mary Chuyén gia Mdy tinh ay a?” Lynn héi.

“Pung”, t6i nai.

“Tw ctra tiém may danh chi¥?”

“Chinh xac!” To6i noi.

“Bon minh chang néi chuyén gi nhiéu vdi c6 ta”, Lynn noi.

“Co ta song khép minh lam”, Mary tir Video City chua thém.

Mot tiéng chudng 16n vang vong ca khuon vién tredng cat ngang bon toi.
Lynn gidi thich dé la tiéng chudng gitta gio. “Cac cau mudn qua réi”, co ay
noi. “Minh xin 16i, nhuwng minh phéi di day. Khong thé bo 16p c6 Trig
dugc.”
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Pau 6c t6i khong thé nhanh nhay dé kip dong nao ké hoach so cua nao.
“Mary hay di dau sau gio an tra?” Toi hoi.

“Minh khong biét nita”, Lynn noi.

“Chac 1a hoc Hoéa hitu co”, Mary tir Video City n6i. “Trén tang hai cta
day 16p hoc.”

Gio t6i khong thé bé cudc duge, khong thé sau khi da di mot quang xa
dén day roi. T6i di dén twong gidu, vach 14 va canh cdy sang mot bén roi
trong thang vao khu treong hoc. Cac nit sinh dang tir nha an di ra, ho néi
cuwoi va mang theo tdp sach. Ho di theo 16i di trdi bé tong, dén ctra khu
phong hoc.

Clark nhin qua vai t6i. “Kia”, n6 n6i, chi bang canh tay lanh lan. “May
thdy c6 ay khong?”

To6i da tréng thay co Ay.

Mary vtra di ra khoi nha an, chuan bi dén khu phong hoc trong khoang
chwa day ba muoi gidy. Khong con thdi gian suy nghi hay dwa ra lya chon
khon ngoan nao nita. Néu c6 ay dén duwgc phong hoc, coi nhw ¢ ay bién
mat. To6i lao vé phia trudc, i qua hang gidu giong nhuw nhan vat phim hoat
hinh, day va m@ 16i di xuyén qua mé& cay coi, roi co gio chay nhanh hét sitc
6 thé.

Ngay khi ra khoi veeon toi nhan ra toi da tinh sai. Mary da qua nita duwong
dén khu phong hoc va toi sé khong thé nao bat kip c6 dy dwgc. Toi hét goi
tén c6 dy va nhitng gi tiép theo dwong nhw dién ra theo chuyén dong cham.
Tat ca nit sinh trong tredng - chac lic do it nhat cling c6 ca tram co6 - déu
ding lai va quay sang nhin t6i cham cham. Ho tr6 mat, chi tr6, miéng ai
cling ha to thanh chi¥ O tron vanh vanh.

Mary nghe tiéng t6i hét va quay lai. Ban dau c6 dy c6 vé boi rdi, nhung
ngay khi t6i chay dén thi khudn mdt c6 trang béch khéng con hot mau. Co
ay nguwong chin mat. Bong dung t6i thay minh giong nhw thang ngoc. Toi
dang nghi cai quai gi thé nay? T6i phai nbi gi, ngay tai truong tredc mat
bao nguoi?
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Toi quay nguwoi lai rat lui va ngac nhién thay khi thay Alf va Clark &
ngay phia sau. Bon né da roi khu vuwon, di theo va gio thi ké vai sat canh
bén t6i. Mot nhém nit sinh khéa mot vong tron quanh bon t6i. Ho dang chi
trdé cuwoi cgt chiing toi, téi nhé bon t6i trong ngdo 6p thé nao. Quan 4o nhan
nhiim va be bét. Quan kaki cta t6i dinh day mau va bun. Alf di chan dat.
Clark dang gidu céi cang di nhu Napoleon. Ca bon boc mui nw§c dam lay.
T6i ngac nhién la Mary van nhan ra toi.

Co dy mdc dong phuc truong St. Agatha - chiéc do blouse trang, vay ké 6
gap nép - va co6 ay dang 6m mot m@ sach nhuw tdm khién. Ban cung 16p
tranh di ca, dé Mary ditng tro troi mot minh. Nhitng nit sinh khac thét 1én,
giéu cot bon to6i nhw may con khi trong s& tha. Toi phai hét 1én dé at tiéng
ho. Mary nhin nhu muén don tho roi bién mat di.

Mot xo trong bo dé den thwong thay & nit tu di qua dam doéng. Ba ay co
than hinh nhw mét hau vé bong bau duc, cao chac cling ngang ngtta canh
sat Tackleberry nhung mac do dai den, that lvng den va do6i giay den cua
bac si. “Gi thé nay? Chuyén gi dang xdy ra ¢ day vay?” Toi chang dam tra
10i nén xo quay sang phia Mary. “Co Zelinsky! Co dang noi chuyén véi
nhitng... sinh vat nay a?”

Mary lac dau: “Khong, thwa Me bé trén.”

Ba ay quay sang phia t6i, toi con chang dam nhin thang. T6i cii mat nhin
xuong do6i giay nat bét. Moi thit that ng6t ngat. Chac cling dén bon muoi do
ay. Toi mét 1a nguwoi, dau nhitc va khat kho c6 hong. “Ca ba cau dang xam
pham vao chén nay. Di theo ta dén van phong chinh, ching ta sé doi canh
sat dén lam viéc.”

Toi biét sau do6 sé xdy ra chuyén gi. Toi biét ho sé ap bon t6i vé lai don
va triéu hoi me t0i tiv Food World dén, lan nay sé khong c6 co hoi thit hai
nita. Khong con bao lanh gi nita ca.

“Con can n6i chuyén véi Mary”, t0i noi.

Do6i mat cia Me bé trén mé to: “Cau noi gi a? Cau dang noéi vdi ta u?”

“Co thé cho hai dita con néi chuyén riéng nam phut théi, dwgc khong?”
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Chac cac ban nghi t6i mudn qua dém vdi c6 ay a? “Khong dugc!” Xo hét
1én. “Pi dén van phong ngay, con tat ca nhitng phu nit tré nay di 1én 16p. Di
ngay di!”

Céac phu nit tré khong giai tan. Ho qua hitng tha véi man kich tinh nay.
Con hon cé tap phim Knots Landing va Falcon Crest két hgp lai nita ay.
Cang lic cang nhiéu nit sinh gép vao dam dong, toi thady cac xo dang len
qua gitta ho, c6 gang xua ho di.

“Pi ma xg”, t6i n6i. “Chi mot phut thoi.”

“Pi di!” Me bé trén lap lai. “Bat cit ai ditng day trong nam gidy nita sé
phai chiu hinh phat nang!”

Co vé ho hiéu rang day khong phai 10i de doa suong. Ho lui lai, mién
cudng nhac chan buwdc di. Mary nhin that tham hai. T6i da pha hong moi
thi.

“Doi da”, mot giong ndi cat 1én, téi nhan ra giong néi dy phat ra tir thang
ban chan tran ditng canh t6i. “Con tén la Alfred Boyle va con la Ié sinh tai
nha tho St. Stephen dwgc bay nam roi. Me biét con ma, Me bé trén. Con da
gdp me vao gio Thanh lé lic nam gi¢ ba mwoi. Con da dap xe ca sang nay
dé dén day. Chung con da leo 1én ngon ndi nay va len lach qua bun lay va
gai nhon. Con da lam mat doi giay va lam rach chiéc 4o Hard Rock Cafe
dep nhat dwgc gwri tiv Cancin, Mexico. Nguwdi ban t6i nghiép cta con,
Clark...” N6 nam lay khuyu tay ctia Clark va kéo cai cang ra khoi ao, gio
cao dé moi nguoi thiy. “Thang ban t0i nghiép cta con, Clark da bi thwong
tat cd canh tay khi c6 lén dwdi hang rao!” Moi nguoi trong dam dong ha
héc mom, giong nhuw Alf vira gidi thiéu Nguwoi voi vay. “Bon con lam tat ca
diéu nay dé Billy c6 thé dugc néi chuyén vGi Mary. Thé nén con kinh xin
Me bé trén ru long cam thong doi chiat. Giong nhuw Chua citu thé Jesus da
truyén day chung ta qua cau chuyén vé nguwdi Samaria nhan hau.”

Me bé trén trirtng mat nhin nd, khée moi hoi rum lai. “Y con muén noi 1a
Chua Jesus va nguoi Samaria thién lanh do u?”

Alf gat dau: “P6 la diéu con mudn néi, thira me.”
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Me bé trén budc dén xem tay ctia Clark. N6 bi dinh day bun, giong nhw
nhitng phan khac trén nguwdi nén chang ai biét canh tay né that sy co6 bi gi
khong. Clark boi r6i, né c6 gang chiu dung man kiém chitng. N6 con cé thé
lam dwgc gi nita trong lic nay? N6 dé xo nhin, dé moi nguwdi nhom ngo.
Bon nit sinh kia khong con lanh di nita ma hinh nhw con tién lai gan hon.

Me bé trén quay sang t6i. “Ta cho con mdt phit”, xo néi. “Nhuwng khong
duwgc riéng tw gi hét. Hay néi nhitng gi con can noi, sau do6 dén van phong
cua ta va ta sé goi canh sat.”

Toi quay sang Mary. C6 nhd nhitng gi ma t6i da viét trong thw. Trén
trang gidy, moi tht that rd rang va chinh xac. Nhung trong dau t6i, dong
suy twéng nhw mot mé hon mang. Mary bat dau run ray. Trong c6 ay nhw
sap khoc vay. “Minh xin 16i vi dén day nhw thé nay”, t6i néi. “Minh mudn
cho cau biét sy that. Minh chwa bao gio néi doi cau. Vé bat ctt chuyén gi.
DPac biét 1a toi d6. Sau budi xem phim. Tat cd moi tht déu la that. Minh
thich cau. Minh van thich cau.”

T6i nhin vao mat c6 ay dé co ay biét toi dang noi sy that, toi mong co6 ay
tin toi. Phdo dai cdm la that. Radical Planet ciing la that. Tat cd cam xuc t6i
danh cho Mary déu la that. Cé ay xinh dep, tot bung va vui tinh. T6i khong
xing doi vGi co dy, that ra t6i mdéi la ngwdi may man duge quen biét co ay.
Toi c lap bap su6t may phit dwge cho phép, nhung cubi cung chang ai
trach t6i vi pha héng moi chuyén ca. T6i n6i nhitng diéu ma t6i phai ndi,
roi thém vai diéu nita.

Mary trong c6 vé nhw mudn buon non. Tran c6 ay wét dam mo hoi, co ay
bam chdt vao tay vin dé giit thang bang.

“Cau c6 sao khong?” Toi hoi.

Me bé trén buéc dén: “DPu roi.”

“Minh khong sao”, Mary thi tham. “Cau di di.”

Nudc nho long tong 1én nhitng bac thang bé tong duwdi chan c6 dy. Mot
vét 6 loang ra trudc vay co ay. Co dy dang te dam.

“Mary?” Toi hoi.
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Mot xo khac lao dén d& Mary va moi ngudi bat dau néi cung lic.

“Lui lai!”

“Goi y ta!”

“Vé 16p hoc!”

“Cau ay khong biét!”

Giong noéi cudi cung la ctia Mary. Toi nghe c6 dy ndéi v6i may xo khac.
Ho dang bau lay Mary, dwva Mary dén ché duwéi béng ram ctia day phong
hoc. T6i di theo, nhung Me bé trén nam canh tay toi, kéo to6i vé huwdng
nguoc lai, xi xao nhitng 101 1€ nang né vao tai toi.

“Noi that di”, xo n6i. “Con la b6 con bé phai khong?”

T6i nhin xo cham cham, choang vang: “B6 c6 ay la Sal Zelinsky ma.”

Rat khé nghe dwgc hét moi thit v6i nhitng tiéng la hét nhw thé. Nhung
Me bé trén lap di ldp lai 10i néi ban ndy va lan nay t6i da hiéu rd dugc cau
héi: “Con la bo dira bé phai khéng?”
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3200 REM *** REPEAT SIREN SFX ***

3210 FOR I=0 TO 22

3220 POKE L1+L,0:NEXT I

3230 POKE L1+24,15:POKE L1+5,80

3240 POKE L1+6,243:POKE L1+3,4

3250 POKE L1+4,65

3260 FOR 1=20 TO 140 STEP5

3270 POKE L1+1,I:NEXT I

3280 POKE L1+4,64:FOR I=1 TO 50

3290 NEXT I:RETURN

Im

Me t6i c* m6t myc doi dwa t6i dén bénh vién. Ching t6i roi nha sau bita

gang tran an toi.
“Y d6 khong hay dau”, me néi.

“Con muon gap c6 ay”, toi noi.

t0i, sau khi t6i da tam rira sach sé. Trén duwong ngang qua khu pho, me c6

“Ho khong cho con gap con bé dau. Co thé con bé da dugc tiém thudc an

than, xin Chua dirng dé viéc gi xau xay ra.”

“Con chi hoi tham thoi.”

Me nam lay vo6 lang chat hon: “Con Mary c6 thé khong dong y. Con bé

chuva san sang d6i mat v@i con. Sinh nd la sinh nd, né khong giong nhw

phim anh. Con phai tén trong diéu d6.”

“Con biét...”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Khong, con khong biét dau, Billy. Con chang hiéu dau. Co bé ay gio da
la me. Lic mGi muwdi bon tudi dau.” Me nhin vai nhé vé ky niém xa xua.
“Ai cling n6i lic d6 me con tré va me maGi hoc nam cudi cap ba théi.”

O bénh vién, me chd trong xe v6i mot cudn sach cia Sidney Sheldon,
trong khi t6i vao trong dé tim dén phong Mary. San khoa ctia bénh vién
Wetbridge Memorial day nhitng bong béng va thd nhéi bong. O ddy tran
ngap tiéng ngwoi 16n cuwdi dua va tiéng tré con meo méo khéc, mdy ong ba
cam nhitng may quay phim that to nén dung ca hai tay diéu khién. Phong
nao cling day nguoi ghé tham. Moi ngwoi dong ddc ngoai ctra ra vao, noi
chuyén, hut thudc va an bang bat dia gidy. T6i c6 cam giac nhw minh di lac
vao mot bita tiéc gay bat ngo trong loat phim Twilight Zone.

T6i hoi mot y ta khac phong ctia Mary, ba dy chi xuéng hanh lang, vé
phia day phong 160 mo cach xa khdi khong khi nao nhiét noi nay. Zelinsky
va Me bé trén dang ngoi ¢ ghé xép & cudi hanh lang. Thay t6i dén Zelinsky
ding day, khoanh tay trueéc nguc.

“May khong dugc dén day”, ong dy ndi.

“Chau dén xem Mary c6 sao khong thoi a.”

“Con bé khong 6n. May nghi néu 6n thi con bé ¢ day lam gi chit?”

“Con khéng sao”, Mary ti* trong phong néi vong ra. T6i khong thdy c6
ay do chan tr phia hanh lang, t6i chi thdy dwgc chan giwong. “Bo dé cau ay
vao dugc khong?”

Zelinsky khong hé lay chuyén. T6i cam nhan duwgc mot phan trong ong
muon 16i t6i ra danh ddm r6i dudi thang c6 ra khoi khu san khoa. Nhung
mot phan khac thi 6ng san sang lam bat c& thi gi Mary yéu cau.

Me bé trén ndi nho vao tai ong ay. “Cau ay la dita ban dau tién dén
tham”, xo no6i. “Thiét nghi Mary c6 thé gap mdt nguwdi ban dwgc chi? Chi
mot chut thoi?”

Zelinsky khong tra 16i. Ong ay ngdi xudng ghé, 1ic dau, vii mét vao doi
tay lam lem muc.
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“Muoi pht théi, con nhé”, Me bé trén bao t6i. Me dat tay nhe nhang 1én
phan lung toi, dwa toi qua cira. “Mary da trdi qua mot ngay dai roi, con hiéu
y ta ch@?”

“Cam on Me”, t0i noi.

Toi dé dat buwéc vao phong. To6i chang biét ti gi vé tré con ca - chua tirng
om dira bé nao trong tay - nén phan nao do trong t6i s¢ phai di xa hon nita.
MGt tdim man ngan can phong ra lam d6i: ntra trwdc trong rong, nita sau co
mot cai giwvong, mot ghé va mot cira s6 nhin ra bai dau xe. Mary dang ngoi
trén giwong, miéng ngam cuc tay but chi va dang doc mét cuon tap day ma
may tinh. Téc co dy duwgc budc thanh bui phia sau, sac mat cling da hong
hao trd lai. Néu c6 ay khong mac do cta bénh vién, chang ai biét dugc la cé
gi dé bat on.

“Cau khong sao chit?” Toi hoi.

“Nhitng chuyén mét méi qua r6i”, c6 dy dap. “Mirng la cau khong & day
nam gio trueéc.”

T6i nhin quanh can phong. C6 mot ti quan do va mot chiéc ti vi, nhung
toi khong thay cé ciii hay thung hay vat gi d6 dé gitt em bé.

“Pau roi?” Toi hai.

“Cai gi dau roi?” Co dy héi. “Dira bé a?”

“Pung thé.”

“Con bé duwdi sanh. Vi b6 me mdi cua né. Ho vira dén tir Scranton.”

Mat mot lic té6i méi hiéu co ay noi gi.

“Ho c6 tot khong?”

“Cuc tot. Ho la gido vién day nhac. Ho da c6 mot c6 con gai nén con bé
sé co mot nguoi chi. Ho c6 can nha ba phong ngu va ho & cach cong vién
mot con dwong. Hai bo con minh da dén day thang trudc dé biét rang noi &
cta con bé thé nao. Noi dé rat dep, dep hon Wetbridge.”

Mot thang trude. Subt khoang thoi gian ay toi chang biét gi. Mot thang
tredc, toi budc vao cira tifm mua pin may trg thinh va Mary dwa cho toi
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mot t0 quang cdo cudc thi lap trinh mdy tinh. T6i chang biét gi ca.

Mary dang ltra may suét cd thoi gian qua, Zelinsky bdo t6i. Va may qud
ngoc dén do chang hiéu chuyén gi.

“Scranton khong xa 1am”, t6i n6i. “Chac cau dén tham dugc nhi?”

Mary lac dau. “Moi thit... khéng nhuw thé dau”, c6 ay ndi, giong dit
quang. Co nhin vao tap tai liéu dang mad trong long. “Hay xem hg mang
dén gi nay. Nhw mot mén qua ay.” Co dy déng cudn tap lai va cho t6i xem
trang bia. D6 la huwdng dan st dung danh cho chiéc IBM PS/2. “Minh
khong phadi may mo trén mdy cdi may 64 nita. Minh dang tién dén dinh
thanh céng. D6 hoa VGA va 6 citng 20MB ddy nhé.”

That dién r6: Du c6 da trdi qua bao nhiéu chuyén nhuwng t6i lai cdm thay
hoi ganh ty. V&i chiéc PS/2, Mary sé phéng 1én dinh vinh quang. Gio sé
khong c6 gi giit co ay lai nita.

“Cau muodn ngoi xudng chir?” Co ay haéi.

Thit duy nhat dé dat mong xudng ngoi trong phong la mot chiéc ghé xép
kim loai c6 tam twa Iwng citng, nhung du sao t6i van lay né. “Minh vui lam
vi cau khong sao ca.”

“Minh cling vay.”

“Minh nghi cau chét roi ay.”

“Chét vi nhuc nha, c6 thé lam day.”

“Minh khong hé biét”, t6i néi. “Minh chang dé y gi ca.”

“Minh nghi né rd nhu ban ngay ma”, Mary néi. “Cau c6 dé y minh di
vao nha tam bao nhiéu lan khong?”

T6i nhun vai: “Minh nghi thé 1a binh thwdong. Trong phim, may co gai
chay vao nha tam suét.”

“Thé con chuyén tham quan cta trudng vao thang 7?”

“Cau khong di Washington a?”

“Lé ra minh di tham di ¢ Harrisburg. Sinh con ¢ d6. Khong ai ngoai
treong duwoc biét dén chuyén nay.”
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“Lé ra cau nén ké cho minh.”

“Khong, sao minh lam thé dwgc”, ¢6 ay noi, toi biét Mary da lam ding.
To6i sé chang hiéu dugc. Lic nay, toi con chang hiéu nita la. Chi cé mot 10i
giai dap cho chuyén nay va duwong nhw 1a khong thé: “Tyler Bell u?”

“Pung thé.”

“Ra thé... Cau biét... Han ép cau lam chuyén dé a?”

Co dy lac dau: “Nguoc lai thi diang hon.”

“Cau ty dén vai Tyler Bell?”

Mary tim cai diéu khién ti xa r6i bat ti vi. “Cau néi nhé thoéi dugc
khong?” Co dy tang am lwgng, lan &t cudc chuyén tro cta ching téi bang
quang cao nudc hoa nam gidi Calvin Klein Obsession. “That dai dot, Will
a. Minh biét 1a dai lam. Han dwa minh di choi trén chiéc xe may va minh
nghi chi danh m6i hon réi théi.”

“Nhuwng cau thich hdn? Y minh 1a yéu 4y?”

Co dy khong trad 10i ngay. Trong c6 ay nhu dang c6 nhé lai mot diéu gi
d6 da xay ra nhiéu nam roi.

“Me minh xem diéu ay nhw co hoi thit hai”, c6 ay giai thich. ““Ai cling
xitng dang dwoc cé co hoi thit hai’, ba 4y néi. Ngay ca tdi pham. Pac biét la
doi twgng pham t0i. Trwedc khi ba do bénh, ba lam viéc tai ctta tiém, ba thué
nhitng ngwoi lam ban thoi gian chinh la nhitng nguoi vira ra tu. Me noéi do
la diéu hgp long Thién chua, rang Chua ra 1énh cho chiing ta phai tha thi
cho ho. B6 minh thdm ghét y nghi dy. Ong nghi chic me minh dién roi.
Thué ké cudp chat hang cia nha minh 1én ké. That nham nhi, ding khong?
Nhuwng me minh chang quan tam. Ba thué hg lam trong nhiéu nam, chang
xdy ra chuyén gi. Va sau khi me mat...”

Mary dirng lai, véi tay 1ay mot ly nhwa va uéng that nhiéu nwée: “Co 18
mot nam sau khi me mat, nhitng ngwoi lam ban thoi gian nghi viéc nén gio
b6 ditng ra thué ngudi. Ong quyét dinh hoan nghénh cach 1am cia me. Ong
cling mudn lam diéu hgp long Thién Chia nén 6ng dén gap canh sat va noi:
‘Giao cho t6i mot thing ching ra gi di.” Y 13, dwa cho 6ng mot dita nhai
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nhép nao do6 luén quay pha dé ong cé thé uén nan y tré lai. Hom sau, canh
sat dwa Tyler Bell dén.”

“Cau c6 biét han khéng?”

“Khong, minh chwa titng gap han, nhwng minh tirng thay han lwon quanh
khu duvong Market trén chiéc Harley. Co gai nao & Wetbridge ciing nhin la
biét han ngay. Ho san sang dén ctta tiém mua thit vé van nao dé ho khong
can lam, chi dé c6 co hoi nhin thay han. Téc va doi mat han, cung cai bo
dang phuot thu dy. Noi that, minh khong nghi minh thich han that dau, hay
néu minh c6 thich han thi la vi moi ngwdi xung quanh ai cling thich han.”

Co ay keé rang vai tuan dau khong van dé gi xdy ra ca. Tyler lam viéc va
rat git* minh. “Han rat tot v4i minh vi han phai nhw thé”, Mary néi. “Minh
la con gai 6ng chii ma, ding khong? Thé nén du han 16n hon ba tudi, minh
cling cam thay rat an toan khi néi chuyén véi han. Pha tro nhe nhang. Minh
doan han dang tan tinh minh, nhwng chi khi b6 minh quay lung di thoi.
Tyler khong ban tdm lam, han chi cwdi. Vay nén cang ngay minh cang bao
gan hon.”

ROi mot dém Tyler moi Mary cuGi 1én xe mdy cua han. Co ay thuat lai
han da 1ai xe vao khu ritng dang sau nha may Ford thé nao. Ho ngoi trén
chan mén va hut thuoc. Roi bat dau hon nhau va khong dirng lai dwgc nita.
“Minh that gian ban than minh, Will. Ngay khi chuyén dé két thtic, minh
biét dé la mot sai lam. Tyler té ra bao dan. Han khong ngirng néi. Han néi
rang trong so tat ca nhitng co6 gai ma han tirng di cung, minh la ngwoi co
mai téc dep nhat. Giong nhv mot 10i khen, ding khong?”

To6i chang ndi gi ca. Toi cam gidc c6 ay dang ndi vé mot ngwdi hoan toan
khac, mot Mary nao khac, nhv mot nhan vat ma ta tirtng doc trong sach vay.
Toi khong thé tin dwgc rang minh da quen biét mot nguwdi ban da tirng an
trai cam.

“HOm sau rat t6i té. Han di lam va luén dung cham vao ngudi minh. Mo6i
khi b6 minh quay lung di. Tay han khong ngitng tdy mdy. Minh chi mu6n
vO nhu diéu do6 chwa titng xdy ra. Minh muon han bién di. Nhung ca hai lai
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mac ket trong ctra tiém dy, moi ngay. Nén minh bia ra mét 1y do dé thoat
khoi han. Minh n6i rang han mudén trém bat lira.”

“Cau noi doi?”

“Han rat gian. Bai 1é chang ai tin han cd, cau biét ding khéng? Khong
mot ai hét. B6 la diéu ich ky, ngu ngdc nhat minh tirng lam.”

“Cau c6 biét cau da...” Toi khong dam ndi to tir d6 ra, t6i van chua tin
dwgc minh dang ngoi trong san khoa.

“Khong, sau tuan sau minh mdi biét r6. Minh ¢t hy vong la minh doan
sai. Tredc khi minh hiéu ra thi Tyler da chu6n mat r6i.”

Trén man hinh ti vi, ba phu ni* xinh dep d6i nén cao boi chao mirng
Spuds MacKenzie* dén véi budi hoa nhac dong qué mién Tay & mot trang
trai phong lwu. Chu ché nhdy 1én phia sau dan trong, ngam lay bo g6 va bat
dau hat theo.

Spuds MacKenzie 1a nhan vat ch6é hu cau dwogc tao ra cho chién dich
quang céao bia Bud Light vao cudi nhitng nam 1980.

“Minh dgi dén thang 2 m@i néi vdi b6. Minh khong dam noi v6i 6ng ay.
Minh qué lo ngai. Lai mot diéu ngu ng6c nita.”

T6i nghi dén con dién cuong cua Tyler trong lic cwép pha, nghi dén
nhitng thiét hai khong bao gio bu dap ndi: “Gio han biét chwa?”

“B0 minh da n6i véi han tuan trede. Tai don canh sat. D6 la ly do bo
khong kién. Ong khong muén dwa ngudi cha cia chdu gai ong vao ti. Ong
nghi mot ngay nao dé con bé sé muén tim gdp Tyler va mudn tim hiéu xem
cha n6 la nguoi thé nao. Sé khong hay ho gi néu cha n6 la mot tén toi
pham. Nén ong noi canh sat sé khong khai kién va ho tha moi nguoi di.”

Trén ti vi, doan quang cdo Bud Light két thic, m6t khan gia tai treong
quay la 1én: “VONG! QUAY! MAY! MAN!” Lic d6 1a bay gid rudi, tro
choi truyén hinh dwogc yéu thich & My bat dau. T6i muon chuyén kénh
nhing Mary van dang gitt cai diéu khién, c6 ay c6 vé vui vi c6 gi do dé
xem, mot 1y do dé ngirng cudc tro chuyén cia ching téi. Vanna White xuat
hién trén san khau, that 1ong lay trong chiéc dam duwgc thiét ké riéng, khan
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gia vo tay khi c6 ay xoay nguoi, dé 16 phan lwng cong va do6i chan thanh
manh.

Cau do6 dau tién la mot cum ti sdu chit kha pho bién. Sau vai vong quay
thi tdim bang tréng nhw thé nay:

IF I ___L_ T__N _A__ TI_E

T6i thay cling vui khi cé céi ti vi & d6. T6i vui vi ngoi dé va néi chuyén
nhuw chang cé gi ti'ng xdy ra gitta hai ching t6i. Vi ly do quai g& nao do,
dau oc t6i ct nghi vé Tyler Bell, tén hv don nhat Wetbridge va la can
nguyén cta moi rac réi. Toi biét Tyler da 1én duwong tham gia huan luyén co
ban va bat dau mot cuéc séng mdi, tdi nghi dita bé khong c6 han thi sé tot
hon. Nhung khéng biét han c6 bao gid nhin lai va hoéi han khong nhi?

To6i van dang nghi nggi khi Zelinsky xuat hién & 16i ctra vao. “Hét gio
r6i”, ong ay noi. “Ra ngoai.” Sy xudt hién ctia 6ng ay mang lai cam giac dé
chiu, giong nhw khi chiing t6i con & tiém va Zelinsky yéu cau t6i ra ngoai,
giong nhw nhitng ngay twoi dep da qua ay.

“Cam on cau da dén sang nay”, Mary néi. “Cau chon thoi diém té that
ddy, nhung gap cau minh vui lam.”

“C0¢ 1é chung ta nén gdp nhau mot luc nao do nhi?” Toi ndi. “Rap Regal
c6 phim md&i day. Which Is Eastwick?”

“The Witches of Eastwick”, Mary stta lai.

“Co 1é ching ta nén gap nhau & d6”, t6i no6i. “Néu cau mudn gap lan
ntra.”

Mary nam xudng giwong, dap chan lai. Ngon tay co ay cé son nhitng con
bo nhé xiu, nhitng chdm li ti d6 va den. “Minh khong nghi thé dau, Will.”
Co6 dang hang, nhung giong van con nghen ngao. “Hom nay minh nhu dugc
hé6i sinh. Moi thit c6 thé quay lai nhw binh thwong. Minh c6 thé gia vo ca
nam toi té nay chwa tirng xay ra.” Co ay ngap ngirng réi noi: “Udc gi minh
c6 thé quay nguogc thoi gian...”

“U nhi!” T6i dép.
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Mary chi gat dau nhin vao man hinh ti vi, t6i nhan ra rang c6 dy da giai
duwoc 0 chir.
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3300 REM *** GAME OVER ***
3310 POKE 53281,0:POKE 53280,0

3320 PRINT “{CLR}{RED}”

3330 PRINT “{9 SPACES}THY GAME IS OVER.”
3340 PRINT “{9 SPACES}YOU ARE TRAPPED”
3350 PRINT “{6 SPACES}IN THE FORTRESS”

3360 PRINT “{8 SPACES}FOR ALL OF ETERNITY.”
3370 PRINT “{6 SPACES}YOUR SCORE IS ”;SCORE
3380 PRINT “{6 SPACES}YOUR RANK IS *;RANK$
3390 RETURN

Im

Nam hoc két thic ba tuan sau do va t6i bat dau dogt thue tap tai Cosmex
vao sau gio bon muoi lam phit ngay sang hom sau. Nha may nam an gitta
day nha kho trén duwong 287, to6i phai ddy lic nam gio rudi va bat hai
chuyén xe buyt mgi dén dé kip lic. Sép cua to6i la mot nguwdi Haiti lun béo
va chua titng bao gid néi cho t6i biét tén minh hay héi tén t6i. Ong ta chi
vO nguc va noi: “Sép.”

“S@&p?” Toi lip lai.

“Chinh xac!” Ong ta néi.

Nha xwéng cé kich thwéc twong dwong véi vai phong thé duc gop lai,
day may moc chay ri ram, tat ca tao nén mot tiéng gam nho. Trong vai phut
sau khi t6i dén, 6ng sép da trang bi cho t6i do bit tai va bit dau, t6i ding
bén mot bang chuyén véi chiéc hop dung cac co chuét ciia lo mascara. Ong
ta bat cong tac va day chuyeén rong 1én giat cd minh, mét hang lo mascara
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m& di chuyén vé phia tdi. Ong sép chop ldy mot cai co chuét, gdn nd vao
trong lo m& va van no chat lai. “Nhan, van, hiéu chwa?” Ong ta ndi.

“Nhan, van?”

“Nhan, van, nhan, van, nhan, van”, 6ng ta néi, dong nap cac lo lién tiép
nhau véi téc do kinh hoang. Ong ta ra hiéu cho t6i bét tay vao lam, nhung
cac lo di chuyén nhanh hon tay t6i, cdm giac nhw t6i phdi ruwgt dudi theo
ching vay.

“Nhan, van, nhan, van, nhan, van”, ong sép hat, nhw mot thé loai hat ru
ma Ong ta hoc dugce lic 16n 1én ¢ Haiti. T6i chwa dong nap dugce hon hai
ong thi 6ng sép dot ngdt bwdc di. “Nghi ca dau lic mwoi gio rudi.”

“Khoan da”, t6i goi. “Toi co thé...”

“Nhan, van!”

Ong ta di mat va cac éng nhua ci? tiép tuc chay dén, d6 ao xudng day
chuyén nhw quan doan go hanh quan. Tim t6i dap lién hoi, mu ban tay nhép
nhap mo6 hoi. To6i phai tap trung hét sitc dé theo kip. Cach bén trai t6i vai
mét, & cudi bang chuyén, ba phu ni* ngudi Chau A dang 14y nhitng lo thanh
pham va dat ching trong mot hop carton. Ho nhin t6i vdi vé nghi ngo, chi
chue cho toi lam sai thir g1 do.

Dan dan t6i thay tu tin 1én han. T6i biét phai nam lay dau co chuot (chi
khong phai may 16ng chudt) dé dat ching khép vao lo dé dang. Sau mot lic
thi toi chang con phai ban tam vé cong viéc nay nita - tay toi c6 thé thao tac
dé dang - dau t6i nghi lan man. Huwéng nhin ctia t6i trén chuyén mascara
gdp phai mot birc twong xi mang chan kin. D6i khi ngwdi ta di lai sau lung
toi va toi nghe loang thoang ho ndi, nhung khong bao gio da thoi gian dé
quay lai nhin. Nhitng chiéc lo cit tiép tuc diéu xudng chuyén, khong ngirng
nghi. Cudi cung, t6i dam chan va nhin dong ho, t6i nhan thay chi mdi bay
gio, toi da bat tay lam viéc trén duong chuyén chwa dén muwdi lam phuit.

Do 1a luc t6i thdy cd mua hé cna t6i bat dau roi xa toi - muoi tuan dau
buon thoi rudt, nat tdm can, bon muoi gio lam theo ca dén Ngay 1é Lao
dong chi: nhan, van, nhan, van, nhan, van.
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Co6 mudi hai ngwdi hoc viéc nhu t6i, toan la con trai. Ntra trong s6 dé
nhin nhw ngudi tan tat, nira con lai trong nhw muon giét to6i. Nhitng nhan
cong tredng thanh 1a ngwoi chdu M Latin, chau A va An D6 véi ky ning
giao tiép tiéng Anh han ché; gio an trua, ho chia lam céac phe, nhu nhitng
bang nhom trong tredng hoc hay nha tu. Chang ai chao héi hay mim cuwoi
vdi toi, toi nhw thé vo hinh vay.

Gio nghi, toi dem banh mi kep ra ngoai bai dau xe, thu minh duéi bong
mot thung rac Iwu dong va doc tiéu thuyét cia Stephen King. T6i ngon
ngau cau chuyén nhiéu dén mitc cé thé trong gio nghi kéo dai ba mwoi phut
do6 dé t6i c6 thé danh gio chiéu nghién ngam lai c6t truyén, cd doan chuyén
xdy ra tiép theo. Chang con gi khac vudng ban tam tri. Doi khi t6i thit dém
sO 1o mascara (cai nay doi hoi tap trung hon ta twéng, s6 lwgng nhiéu nhat
toi tirng dém duoc la bay tram mwdi lam lo trong vong bon muoi bay phit).
Nhuwng hau hét thoi gian toi chi nghi dén Mary Zelinsky va viéc toi da hay
hoai moi thit thé nao.

Trong khi do, Alf va Clark da tham gia ca cudi ngay cia McDonald &
Wetbridge. Bon n6 luén mom than phién vé noéi gian truan trong cong viéc -
khach hang tho 16, nha bép néng nhw 10 thiéu, nhitng déng dau m& ban
kinh. Nhung t6i biét bon n6 dang tan hwdng cudc song riéng. Nha hang day
nhan vién li¥a tudi thiéu nién, nhan vién ni* chiém mot nita va ca t6i giong
nhw nhitng budi tiéc 1€ thé, kho chiu. Bon n6 toan & lai cho dén nita dém,
chén sach m@ hamburger, dui ga va tiéu nhan ca tram d6é moi tuan.

Hau nhu dém nao t6i cling tat ngang McDonald va ngoi tai khu vui choi
cta tré em, doc truyén ctia Stephen King cho dén khi Alf va Clark ra ngoai
vao gid nghi cia bon nd. Qua nhiéu tuan, téi gap hét nhitng dong nghiép
cta chung - may co gai dé thwong & quay tinh tién, may tay & ché nwéng
thit, ong bac than thién chuyén dem rac ra ngoai va don dep phong an.
Chuing ké t6i nghe nhitng chuyén khong ngd ctia nhitng khach hang khong
twdng, nhu mot nguwoi an chay goi mot cai banh mi kep khong thit, hay mot
ong dua to nam muoi do va vot di ma khong 14y tién thira.
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“Con may thé nao?” Clark sé hoi t6i sau khi tui n6 triat hét bau tam sy
dong dai. “Ké tao nghe chuyén trong nha may di. Trong d6 thé nao?”

Toi chang c6 gi dé chia sé cd. Ngay nao & Cosmex ciing nhw ngay nao.
Nha may khong bao gio ngirng nghi, may moc khong bao gio hong hoc,
nhitng bé chita chwa bao gid can mascara. T6i danh ca bu6i sang mong dén
gi0 nghi an trua va chiéu thi mong dén chuyén xe vé nha.

Co6 1€ moi tht chira du té hay sao dy, me t6i bat dau qua lai v6i Tack. Mat
mot khodng thoi gian t6i md&i nhan ra. Phai, toi c6 nhan thay nhitng thay doi
nho nho trong cach hanh x ctia me: ba cat t6c ngan, ba bat dau uoéng sinh
t0 trai cdy moi sang, ba tap lai nhitng bai tdp ép xac theo cudn bang cuia
Jane Fonda. Tack han sé ghé Food World ltic me nghi, r6i ho chac sé bang
sang duong dén Wetbridge Diner uong ca phé. Téi hiéu moi chuyén khi
Tack dén nha tdi dung bita vao mét ti thit Nam no. Ong &y khoac chiéc 4o
so mi va that ca vat, mang theo b6 hoa ctic. Ho ct gid vo nhw khong c6 gi
ky la dau - “nguwdi 16n cling lam ban dwgc ma”, ho ca quyét vai t6i nhw thé
- nhung t6i hiéu chuyén gi dang xdy ra va to6i khong muén dinh vao ti nao.
Tack c6 chuyén tro trong bita t6i. Ong 4y néi mudn mua mot cai mdy tinh
gia dinh va héi xem t6i c6 ggi y gi khong. Toi chi nhin vai, néi khong biét.
T6i khong muon tng ho 6ng ay. Téi khong muodn cé 6ng ay & ban dn cung
me con t6i vGi thai do cirng do, mai dau cat kiéu ba phan bac cwdc va mot
khau sting da 1én dan, nhw thé 6ng ay twéng phién quan noi loan Libya cé
thé pha ctta s6 x6ng vao bat ctt Iic nao.

Me t6i nhat muyre gitt 6ng dy & lai udng ca phé va an trang miéng, roi ong
ay bam dai nhu dia, xem hét cd chwong trinh The Cosby Show va Cheers
lu6n chit. T6i xin man phép quay vé phong, doc may to tap chi vi tinh. T6i
van con giltt may s6 bao cii va ca nhitng s6 phat hanh méi hang thang, cé
quang cao nhitng tira tro choi mdi nhat cing meo 1ap trinh ma t6i chwa tirng
th qua.

Tack bit dau dén &n t6i vao thit Ndm hing tuan. Ong ludén mang theo hoa
twoi va & lai cho dén khi hét tap phim Cheers. Me t6i va Tack theo doi
Cheers, xem day nhw la phim b6 hay nhat ké tir sau Dallas. Ho c tranh
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ludn xem Diane Chambers sé tai xuat vao mua thu dé két hon v6i Sam
Malone.

Ngay 12 thang 7 1a sinh nhat me t6i. Tack dwa hai me con dén Seaside
Heights va t6i danh ca budi t6i theo du6i ho trén moi néo dwong. Ho choi
golf trong nha trong khi t6i ngé nghiéng xem. Ho an stta tring dong lanh
nhung t6i chd mudn ti nao. Ho phéng xuyén qua ng6i nha ma trén co xe
ngwa nhd, con t6i chon ditng dgi bén ngoai. To6i biét minh nhw ké pha binh,
nhung t6i chang quan tdm. Dén mot lic, me t6i khong con kién nhan nita
danh kéo t0i sang mot bén. “Tai sao con cu xt nhu vay?” Me hoi. “Hom
nay la sinh nhat me. Sao con lai t6 ra tham hai thé?”

“Vi con tham hai ma”, toi dap.

Qua mua hé diang dang, chan chwong chirng nhw bat tan dy chi c6 mot
th khién t6i git minh ti€p tuc tan tGi: cudc thi Tro choi ctia nam danh cho
1ap trinh vién Ita tudi trung hoc. Vao tuan thi ba ctia thang 7, t6i nhan
dwge mot bire thw tir Rutgers, néi rang trong mot tram mudi tam tro choi da
dwoc lya chon vao vong chung khao chi con nam tro choi, trong do co
Phdo dai cdm caa Will Marvin va Mary Zelinsky. Ho mong chiing t6i sé
tham dy budi lé trao thwdng, khi d6 vi giam khao khach mai Fletcher
Mulligan dén tir Digital Artists sé cong boé ngwoi thang cudc. Mai tro choi
lot vao vong chung khao dwgc nhan mét goi trai phiéu tiét kiém tri gia nam
muoi do la va ngudi thang cudc sé linh chiéc IBM PS/2, twong duwong gia
ban 1é trén thi truong la bon ngan do.

Toi dwa birc thuw cho me va ching toi tinh nhitng budc tiép theo. Vé
nguyén tac, toi khong dwgce phép lién lac véi Mary nhung ca hai me con
quyét dinh rang c6 dy nhat dinh phai doc 14 thw nay. Lan cu6i khi t6i co
gang trao 1a thv cho Mary moi thi da dién ra khong nhv y mu6n. T6i chang
biét phai lam gi.

Vao budi toi thit Nam, trong bita an, me t6i dwa bic thu cho Tack va giai
thich tinh hudng tréo ngoe nay. Tack gdp déi 1a thuw ro6i bo vao do khoac.
“Anh sé dén ctra tiéfm sang mai”, ong no6i. “Anh sé dwa cho Sal.”
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“Ong ay ghét chau”, toi n6i. “Phai dwa thing cho Mary kia.”

Tack lac dau: “Chu khong thé lam chuyén nay 1én lat dugc.”

“Thé thi chd xé luoén cho r6i”, to6i ndi. “Vi dé la diéu Zelinsky sé lam.
Ong ay khong bao gi® d& Mary doc n6 dau.”

Tack dirng lai, nhap m6t ngum ca phé: “Troi dat oi, Beth, ca phé nay
ngon qua di mat!”

“Cam on anh”, me dap. “Hiéu Maxwell House day!”

“Tra thu cho chau”, t6i néi voi Tack.

“Pé ta gitip chau di, Will”, 6ng néi. “Ta biét Sal tim ndm nay r6i. Ong ay
cling dugc lam. Cé thé ta lam duwgc diéu gi do.”

Su6t ba ngay, toi khong thay Tack quay lai. Lan ké dé, 6ng dén nha toi,
lic t6i dang & ngoai san vGi me, gitp ba déng chat cai bé nwdc cho chim
vao nén séi nong. Ké hoach “trong vai cdy canh” cua ba da dan coi néGi
thanh mGt manh veon xum xué, day hoa cic va hwéng duwong, ca rot va bap
cai, mot 16i di nho ké da. Theo cach nao dé, ching t6i ti nhan minh sé hitu
manh vuon con dep nhat khu dai 16 Baltic.

Tack 1ai xe dén nha chuing t6i, thung xe chita day phan bén va phan tron,
ong dem chiing qua san duwdi su gidm sat cia me t6i. Toi biét ngay c6 diéu
gi do sai sai. Moi ngay Tack sé nhanh nhéau chao t6i va hoi t6i dao nay thé
nao, nhung trua d6 6ng ching hé nhin tdi. Ong nhac médi bao bé cyc ky can
than, giéng nhw thé cong viéc ay can sy tap trung cao do. T6i doi chin muoi
gidy trdc khi hoi rang 6ng da dwa birc thw chwa.

“Ta dwa Sal r6i”, 6ng noi.

“Varoi?”

“Varoi ong ay da dwa cho Mary.”

“Chu c6 & do khong? Chu c6 thiy co ay doc khong?”

“Co.”

“Va? Co dy ndi sao?”

Ong lac dau: “Con bé chang néi gi ca.”
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Tack lay bitc thu tir trong thi va tra lai cho t6i. Toi kiém tra mat trwdc va
mat sau trang gidy, hy vong Mary dé lai gi do, nhung chang c6 gi. Tack
cam nhan duoc sy that vong cua toi. Ong vo vai t6i: “Con bé da trai qua
mot nam day bién dong, Will a. Mot nam rat gian nan. P6i khi diéu tuyét
vOi nhét véi con ngwoi ta la mot khdi dau mdi, chau hiéu khong?”
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3400 REM *** PLAY AGAIN?? ***

3410 PRINT “{CLR}{12 CSR DOWN}”

3420 PRINT “{9 SPACES}THY GAME IS OVER.”

3430 PRINT “{2 CSR DOWN}”

3440 PRINT “{3 SPACES}WOULD YOU LIKE TO”

3450 PRINT “{5 SPACES}PLAY AGAIN (Y/N)?”

3460 GET PAS

3470 IF PA$<>“Y” OR “N” THEN 3460

3480 IF PA$=“Y” THEN GOTO 10

3490 END

Im

Hom trao giai, tdi ludng cuéng khong thé lam viéc. To6i c& lam roi dau co

chu6t mascara va sau lo cua t6i bi nhan vién kiém tra chat lvgng tra vé vi

phan trén khong da chat. Thwong thi toi hay nga guc trén chuyén xe vé nha
nhiwng ca ngay hom ay t6i ct bon chon khong yén. T6i chg budi 1é nay may

tuan roi, mo twéng vé nhitng chiéc may tinh t6i cé thé gianh 1ay va cudc

chuyén tro vGi Fletcher Mulligan. Gio day gidy phut trong dai ay cudi cung

cling da dén, moi thi tré nén vo6 thuc, giong nhw to6i van con trong con mo

twdng ¢ nha may.
Vé dén nha, me bao rang Tack sé di cing dén budi leé.
“Khong”, t6i bao me. “Khong dugc.”

“Chu ay vui 1am day”, me no6i. “Chu ay that sy muon ¢ dé.”

T6i nhac me rang ca Alf va Clark cling dén do, rang chiéc Honda nho xiu

cta chung t6i khong thé chita hon bén nguwdi. Me dam bao véi toi rang xe
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cta Tack thi c6 da cho cho moi nguai.

“Xe canh sat a?” To6i hoi. “Chuang ta di bang xe cdm ha?”

“Con da thdy n6 to thé nao ma”, me néi. “Cé dua cho cho tat ca ching ta.”

Alf va Clark rat hao hitng vi chuyén nay, me con madi bon né dén dung
bita trudc 1€ trao giai nita. Chiing t6i ditng xung quanh san sau, uéng soda
cam va an banh mi kep trén dia gidy trong khi Tack ké chuyén nhitng tén
t0i pham khét tiéng nhat Wetbridge. Nhw chuyén mdét phu nit trom mot con
ga tay Butterball bang cach dung xe chd em bé, hay mét 6ng lao ct thich
“khoe hang” trt6c mdy c6 géi ¢ nha thudc Crenshaw.

Hai dita ban t6i c@ cwdi pha 1én khi nghe chuyén va bira tiéc kéo dai bat
tan, du t6i nhac lai dé nghi nén di ngay. Budi 1é bat dau lic bay gio va toi
muon rdi nha ldc nam gio rwdi. Nhung dén sau gio ching t6i van con @ san
sau - Alf dang ké vé may chuyén & McDonald - t6i nhv muén boc khoi.
Chac t6i da cau c6 qua nhiéu nén Tack dat chiéc banh xudng, kéo toi sang
mot bén. “No6i chu biét di”, 6ng néi. “Chau mudn dén do6 lic may gio?”

“Bay gio”, toi noi. “No6 bat dau luc bay gid.”

“Thé thi ching ta sé c6 mdt ¢ dé luc bay gio”, 6ng néi. “Chud hiva véi
chau day dwoc chwa? Gio thi the gian va ra dang mét chu nha hiéu khach
di. Ban bé chau ca day.”

T6i sé danh ca hai muoi hai nam nita dé giéu Tack. T6i sé tréu long yéu
nuwéc cye cung cua ong, bo suwu tap dia sit John Wayne cua ong va viéc ong
khang khang vac cay sing di khap moi noi, ké cd dén s@ thu hay ra bién.
Nhung cé mét diéu t6i sGm hiéu ra: nguwdi dan 6ng nay luén gitr 10i. Néu
Tack noi bay gio, ong ay sé dwa t6i dén treong Pai hoc Rutgers tredc muwoi
phtt, buwdc xuéng nhitng bac thang trung tam thé thao dén khu tap gym that
16n dwédi tang ham, noi ay cé treo tdm bang rén trén 16i ra vao: HOAN
NGHENH CAC LAP TRINH VIEN TRUNG HOC!

Trudc day t6i chwa bao gio dat chan dén mot truong dai hoc, t6i khong
biét mac do nhuw vay cé hgp khéng nita. T6i mac quan Jams mau xanh ngoc
va 4o thun trang bat co6 1én, vi nhitng da tré trong phim déu luén bé c6 ao.
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Nhung khi t6i ditng vao hang vdéi may dira khac cung bé me ching, t6i
nhan ra to6i da lo lang hoi thira. Ai cling mac 4o thun tay ngan - hiéu Pac-
Man, Bloom County, Far Side.

Vi hau hét moi ngwdi, toi tin chac ai cling thady né giong nhu mot hoi
chg khoa hoc bi nhoi nhét trong mot phong tap gym. Nhung t6i cam giac
minh da dén Thé gidi Disney. C6 rat nhiéu cac ban gap véi da loai may tinh
cung bui day cap dién chang chéo trén san. C6 cac treong trung hoc va dai
hoc quang cao chuwong trinh khoa hoc may tinh, nhitng nha kinh doanh,
nhitng dai ly phan mém va dai dién cac cau lac bo may tinh. T6i nhin khap
noi dong dac 11 hoc tro, ca tram dia, toan la dan mé may tinh nhu toi.

Doc mot bén twong la day cac may tro choi mién phi, Alf va Clark lan
mat tam dé thi choi. Toi budc dén ban dang ky va gap mot nguwoi tén Tién
si Brooks, ong ty gidi thiéu minh la nhan vat dugc truong dai hoc uy thac.
Ong midc mot chiéc 4o khodc mau xanh nwéc bién c6 14 cd My bén ve &o.
Da mdt 6ng ram nang, gan nhu ngd sang mau cam, ong c6 ham rang trang
sang nhat trong sd nhitng ngudi toi tirng gip. Ong ay dwa tdi mot chiéc huy
hiéu ghi THI SINH CHUNG KHAO va néi: “Thay thich tro choi cia em,
Will a.”

T6i nghi 6ng nham t6i vdi ai d6: “Tro choi cua em la Phdo dai cdm a.”

“Thay biét. Em la Will Marvin”, 6ng ay ndéi. “Thay sé la nguwoi danh gia
nguoi thang cudc toi nay.”

“La nguoi danh gia u? Thé Fletcher Mulligan dau a?”

“Chuyén bay ong dy bi hoan”, Tién si Brooks gidi thich. “C6 bao tran
qua Pittsburgh, may bay phai dap ¢ Cleveland.”

“Thé ong dy dén day liuc may gio a?”

“Thay e la ong ay khong dén dwgc dau.” Vé that vong hién hién trén
gwong mat cua toi nén Tién si Brooks lap tic chuyén sang no6i vé nhitng
tiéu chi danh gid cta riéng ong. Ong cho biét minh 1a quan tri vién &
Boeing, mot cong ty hang khong chuyén cung cap may bay phan lyc cho
khong quan va tén Iita cho NASA. “Thay da lam viéc v&i may tinh su6t ca
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doi nén thay chac chan c6 thé danh gida m6t cudc thi tro choi”, ong ay
ngudc qua dau toi nhin Tack va nhdy mat. “Thay chac Fletcher Morgan sé
chap nhan quyét dinh cua thay.”

“Fletcher Mulligan”, t6i n6i. “Tén ong dy la Fletcher Mulligan.”

“Chinh xac”, Tién si Brooks néi. “bPi dau do6 vui choi di, Will. Bém nay
tuyét lam day.”

T6i khong thé tin dwgc. Toi da ké nhitng van xui cua téi hon ba thang
qua, nhung diéu nay that ky cuc. Téi da phai déng nap cho bao nhiéu 6ng
chai mascara dé dgi dén gidy phut nay? Gid Fletcher Mulligan con khong
dén nita? Ong ay dang lin & xtt Cleveland d6 1am quéi gi khong biét?

Khi ching t6i budc dén ban dang ky, Tack vong tay qua vai toi: “Tay
tién s d6 ndi thich tro choi cia chau, Will. Cha khong biét nhiéu vé may
tinh, nhung chu cho rang cudc néi chuyén dé la mét dau hiéu tot day.”

“Khong phai”, t6i néi. Mary va toi da thiét ké Phdo dai cdm cho vua ctia
nhitng tro choi, chit khong phéi cho mot tén quan tri cong ty ngdo ngo, cé
lan da chdy nang nao d6 tham chi con khong biét tén ctia Fletcher. “Con
khong thang dugc dau.”

“Thang, thua, ai quan tdm chit?” Me héi. “Pay la nam 1987 va Robert
Redford con chwa thang gidi Oscar nao ma. Con nghi 6ng 4y ndn ma budng
xubi chac?” Keé tiv khi qua lai v6i Tack, me toi luén nhin doi toan mau
hong.

Chang con gi lam ngoai viéc di doc hanh lang ctia phong tap, nhung di
thé nay cling chan, vi cac dai ly dang tang dia, vat dung va nhitng mén linh
tinh khac, mo6i mén qua déu ggi cho t6i nhd dén nhitng cai da danh mat. Me
t0i ct bdo t6i 1y gi dé nén to6i nhan mot chiéc méc khoa nhiwra cé hinh chiéc
mdy tinh Compaq. T6i biét d6 la chiéc may duy nhat t6i duwgc dem vé nha
tOi nay.

Cudi cung, me va Tack di dén gian cac trwong dai hoc gidi thiéu nhitng
chwong trinh vé khoa hoc may tinh, con t6i buwdc dén cho khu tro choi tim
kiém Alf va Clark. C6 vai dita dang choi Ms. Pac-Man va Rolling Thunder,

https://thuviensach.vn



nhuwng dam dong tu lai nhiéu quanh chiéc may c6 tro Gauntlet, mét tro choi
cho phép dén bon nguwdi choi cung lic. T6i cho rang mét doi choi da dat
dén cdp do vuot bac nao do, toi lach qua ddm dong dé nhin rd6 hon. T6i vira
di qua mot ngwdi cao 16n mac 4o so mi trang that ca vat den.

“Xin 16i”, to6i noi.

“Um”, Zelinsky chi am .

Tbi nhin lai 1an nita. Ong 4y mic do di lam thwong ngdy gidéng nhw dng
dy vita tir ctta tiém dén thang day. Trén mat t6i chac la hién 1én dong chit:
“Ong lam cai quéi gi & day?” vi ong ay cham cham lic dau: Ta thdt sy
chdng biét gi ca.

Trén man hinh mdy caa trd Gauntlet hién dong chit KET THUC va
nguwoi choi quay mat don nhan nhitng trang vo tay. Mary Zelinsky di cliing
v6i Lynn Scott, c6 thu ngdn & Video City va Sharon Boyd, c6 gai hoi dén
rap phim Regal. Luc do, t6i nhan ra chi c6 ho la ba co gai trong dam dong
con trai trong phong tap. Su ton tai doc 1é ctia ho dwong nhu la mot phép
mau.

Mary nhan ra t6i va vay tay. B6 méng tay cta c6 dy son nhitng cau vong
so0 0 va 1, cling chinh la nhitng dong nhi phan ma c6 ay da son vao hém
bon t6i bat dau lam viéc cung nhau.

“Nay Will.”

Co ay nhin that tuyét, mot Mary thon tha hon, manh khanh hon nhu toi
tirng biét. Téc cat ngan hon véi nhitng phan nhudém highlight vang hoe, mot
dién mao méi mé cho mua he. Co khoac 4o blouse trang, quan dui kaki,
mang doi giay Chuck Taylor mau héng. Cé 1é Mary sé khong lam nguoi
mau do tam dwgc, nhung quan 4o that vira van vdéi co ay, gio thi co ay
chang con gi dé gidu giém nita.

“Minh nghi cdu sé khéng dén”, t6i noi.

“B6 minh dinh khéng cho di dau”, c6 ay noi, “nhung réi minh de rang sé
c6 thém mot diva bé niva.”

Alf ha hc moém cho dén tan khi t6i giai thich do la tro dua théi.
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Mary gidi thiéu may c6 ban, nhwng di nhién bon t6i da biét Lynn Scott tw
Video City. “Ciing lau r6i nhi?” C6 ay ndi vdi Clark. “Ca he nay cau chua
thué Kramer vs. Kramer day”

Clark da né tiém bang do6 ké tir khi chiing t6i dot nhap tham bai nui St.
Agatha, ké tir khi Alf da cho moi ngwoi thay cai cang cia né.

“Minh ban di lam”, Clark giai thich. N6 dang nhét cai cang vao tui,
nhung Lynn da bat gap va ngan no lai.

“Tw tv da”, co ay noi. “Cé that la tay cau bi thuwong khi tréo dwdi hang
rao khong ha?”

Clark cwoi, giong nhw cau héi dé 1a tro dua.

“Khong, minh nghiém tic day”, Lynn no6i. “Chuyén gi da xay ra vay?”

N6 quét mat nhin quanh phong mat lic - c6 1€ n6 tim 16i thoat - r6i mién
cudng lay cai cang ra khoi tdi. “That ra minh sinh ra da nhw thé nay ro6i”,
né tha nhan. “P4ay goi la di tat lién ngén, no 1a tat di truyén cia gia dinh
minh.” N6 xoay cdi cang sang trai va phai, dé Lynn nhin r6 hon. “Nhung
tin minh di, ngay khi minh budc sang tu6i muwoi tdm, minh sé nhd bac si
phau thuat né.”

Lynn boi roi: “Céi gi?”

“Ho sé cat né ngay phan c6 tay”, Clark gidi thich. “Roi ho sé gan cho
minh cai ban tay nhya va trong no6 hoan toan binh thvong.”

“Nghe khiép qua”, Sharon néi.

“Khong, that dién r6”, Lynn néi. “Chang c6 ly do gi dé ngai ngung ca.
Nhitng 1an cau dén Video City, minh con cha dé y.”

“A, minh gidu n6 di ma”, Clark tht nhan.

“Nhung minh gap cau may lan khac nita”, Lynn tiép tuc. “Minh da thay
cau di quanh khu dwong Market hay doc sach trong thw vién, di voi ban be
trong khu mua sam. T4t ca nhitng lan d6, minh chwa hé cha y. Thé c6 Chuia
day!”
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T6i chang biét diéu gi lam Clark ngac nhién hon: viéc Lynn khéng bé
chay la hét khi thay tay nd, hay la viéc tiét 10 rang co dy da nhin thdy né
quanh quan trong khu pho, thw vién va khu mua sam. Nhitng phat hién nay
dwong nhu lam ndy ra mat 16i sai trong trinh diéu khién n6, n6 ding cirng
ngac, co mach né nhw dang phat no, trong khi Lynn va Sharon dgi né néi
diéu gi do.

“Pu réi day”, Alf néi, ddy moi ngwdi ra va budc dén cai may co tro
Gauntlet. “T6i tham gia vong tiép dugc khong? Vi t6i choi cir [am day. Cac
cau sé nhu c6 théem mot Alfred Boyle trong doi.”

Lynn nam lay tay Clark, dong vién né tham gia cung. “Can thém nguwoi
choi thit tv”, c6 ay noi. “Mary mubn di tham thu quanh day.”

“Pung thé”, Mary no6i. “Minh di mdt vong xem sao.”

“Té sé di véi cau”, t6i nbi vdi co ay.

Bon t6i di that nhanh trwdc khi Zelinsky kip phan d6i. Mary va t6i di qua
nhitng quay hang ban sach hwéng dan may tinh, ho trg hoc may tinh, hay
cai gi dé goi la Chuong trinh trai vi tinh ctua t6 chirc JA - bon tuan trong
nhitng khu léu sang trong duwgc trang bi nhitng chiéc mdy tinh t6i tan, bao
gom ca bita an, véi mirc gid hai ngan nam tram do la. Mary lay mét to
buwém dwa t6i kiéu nhu tréu dua.

Toi c6 ca triéu cau mudn hoi: Cad mua he c6 dy da ¢ dau? Co6 dy dang lam
gi? CO dy c6 nghi vé toi khong? Co ay c6 nghi vé dita bé khong? Toi da
danh hang gio trén bang chuyén dé chuan bi cho gidy phut nay. Nhung
Mary chi n6i chuyén nhe nhang, thé nén t6i chi biét nwong theo co6 ay.

“Fletcher ding la lwdi”, c6 n6i. “Minh that sy mudn gap 6ng ay.”

“Minh ciing thé.”

“Khong phai 1a minh khong thich Tién si Brooks, nhung 6ng ay ndi may
tinh dau tién cta 6ng chay bang nhitng tam thé bam 16. Vao nhitng nam
1950. Minh khéng chac 6ng ay biét choi game dau.”

“Minh cit nghi rang chiing ta sé thua th6i”, t6i noi.
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“U”, Mary néi. “C6 18 vay.”

Co ay khong co6 vé that vong. RO rang la c6 dy da cé nhitng wéc ma 16n
hon. Co6 ay dang dung céai PS/2 mdi, vui vé véi Lynn va Sharon, mua quan
ao m@i va lam cho minh trong that xinh, trong khi t6i mot minh mac ket
trong cai nha mady my pham ay, suy nghi van vo vé nhitng sai lam da qua.
Nhan, van, nhan, vdn, nhan, van.

“Cau thay cho thi chwa?” T6i héi.

Mary chi vé phia xa cia phong tap gym, cho cai ban dai day man hinh
mady tinh, tay cam va ban phim. “Cau c6é thé thach dau véi cac thi sinh lot
vao chung khao & dé. Ho lap dat san may tinh dé ai ciing c6 thé choi. Cé
mot may cai ban lau cua tro Defender.”

“Choi dugc khong?”

“Ciling dugc, néu cau mudén choi vaéi phién ban cham hon, kém hon cta
Defender.”

Do 1a lan dau toi cwdi trong mua hé. T6i khong tin dwgc 1a ching toi lai
cudi dua v6i nhau nhu treée dé dang dén thé, c nhw tdm tudn tréi nhanh
trong chép mat. T6i mudn len qua cac thi sinh dé xem Phdo dai cdm thé
nao, nhung cudc néi chuyén dang vui vé, t6i khong mudn cat ngang né. Co
1é tot hon hét 1a dé nhitng chuyén da qua tréi vao di vang.

“Tién thé”, Mary héi, “me cau dang hen ho v&i canh sat Blaszkiewicz?”

«(y »

“C6 budn cuoi khong?”

“R4t budn cudi”, tdi néi, roi nghi dén mit t6t ctia né. “Ong ay khong
x4u. Rat t6t v6i me minh. Ong &y tin 13 t6i nay tui minh s& thing, cau biét
roi day...”

“Hay thé!” Mary noi.

“Pung la vay day.”

Cudc trd chuyén cta ching t6i bi ngit quing bdi tiéng rit ctia micro. O
phia xa trong phong tdp c6 mot bac nén dung lam san khau, Tién si Brooks
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ditng dang sau buc phat biéu véi hai dai dién treong dai hoc khac. Ho yéu
cau moi nguoi gitt im ldng, roi Tién si Brooks bit dau. Ong cdm on moi
nguoi di dén. Ong néi dong dai vé tim quan trong cta gidi 1ap trinh vién
may tinh trong twong lai gan. Ong dy doéan ring, mot ngay khong xa, ai
cling s& c6 may tinh tai nha. Ong con bao ring nguoi ta s& mang mdy tinh
bo trong tui va deo no trén nguoi nita. “Thir twdng twgng mot cai may tinh
khong 16n hon mot thanh keo!” Ong hao hitng néi, bon tdi cudi ngdt nghéo
tredc s phi ly trong nhitng 10i tién doan, toan la nhitng y twdng 1dy ra tw
phim The Jetsons.

Cudi cung, ong hwéng sw chi y vao su kién chinh - nguwdi chién thang
cuOc thi Tro choi ctia nam: “T6i muon ndéi ré mot diéu. Ca nam thi sinh vao
chung khdo déu cé nhitng ma tuyét voi. Ching duwge 1ap trinh rat tot.
Nhung hau hét 1a nhitng bién thé cia may tro choi pho bién kiéu nhw Space
Invaders. Chi duy nhat mot tro choi trong toi nay thuwe sw tdo bao, that sy
doc dao.”

Mary nhin t6i day hy vong, t6i biét c6 ay dang nghi gi. C6 1€ Tién si
Brooks la mét giam khéo t6t hon ching téi nghi. Rot cudc thi tro choi nao
tdo bao hon va doc ddo hon Phdo dai cam?

Tién si Brooks dang hang, nhin vao ban ghi danh muc r6i néi tiép: “Tro
choi thang cudc t6i nay khong chi la tro choi binh thwong. N6 dem dén mot
thit niém vui khac biét, phitc tap hon vi phan d6 hoa gay an twong manh mé
va am nhac bat tai. N6 duwgc lap trinh tinh té bang sw két hop giita ngon ngi
BASIC va ngbn ngit may tinh, dé giam thiéu thoi gian tré trong thuat toan
may tinh. Hay cung t6i chic ming ngwoi doat gidi nhat nam nay Zhang
Hsu, véi tro choi xuat sac ‘Xi t6 nam cay’!”

Bitc twong trén bac nén lap man hinh trinh chiéu tro choi thang cudc,
nam 14 bai trén nén xanh luc tron. Moi nguwdi xung quanh t6i dang vo tay,
nhuwng t6i thi qua s6c khong vo tay noi.

Tién s Brooks tiép tuc: “Phai, rat 4n twgng khi mot 1ap trinh vién c6 thé
tao hinh tau khong gian va quai vat va di chuyén ching quanh man hinh.
Nhung diéu Zhang Hsu da lam con dang chd y hon. Thudt toan cta tro choi
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nay dugc van hanh bang tri tué nhan tao ma né c6 thé vuot trdi hon so vai
nguoi choi thong thwong dén ba muoi lam phan tram céc tro t6i da choi.
Zhang Hsu da lam rat t6t, toi tin la n6 m& ra mot twong lai twoi sang cho
mang lap trinh may tinh. Chuc mung Zhang Hsu!”

Zhang Hsu di 1én san khau, mot cau bé lun, c6 vé quai quai va chra dén
muoi hai tudi. Cau dy phat biéu ngan gon nhwng ranh mach, gwi 16i cdm on
b6 me va tat ca gido vién & trwong Millstone Prep da bén chi va ho trg.
Thém mot trang phao tay lich thiép nita, roi b6 cau ay gitip bé cai may IBM
PS/2 to dung xudng san khau.

“O!” Mary cam than.

«(y »

“Chung ta thua mot dita chin tu6i?”

“Pung thé.”

T6i khong mudn noi déi. Toi kha that vong. Néu thua tredc mot tro tuyét
dinh nhw Choplifter hay Space Taxi thi con dé hiéu. Nhung con day lai la
mot tro mo phong danh bai nam 1a?

Moi chuyeén con té hon khi ching toi con khong nhan dwgc nam muoi do
tién ho trg. Giira tat ca khong khi huyén nao, ban t6 chitc duong nhu da
quén mat khodn nay. Mary va t6i héi may ngudoi khac vé giai thuwéng cho
thi sinh vé nhi, nhung chang ai cé vé hiéu nhitng gi ching t6i dang noi.

Me t6i di dén, Tack va Zelinsky di theo, hgo 6m ching t6i. “Ta lay lam
tiéc, cac con a. Cac con lam rat t6t roi. Cac con phai ti hao vé ban than
minh md&i dung.”

“Ta nghi that nham nhi”, Tack néi, 6ng c6 vé rat buc boi. “Néu mudn
choi danh bai, ai ma can dén mot cai may bon ngan do chi?”

Ong quay sang hoéi diing cau dy nhung Zelinsky chi nhin vai.

“Ta veé th6i”, Zelinsky bdo Mary.

“Chwa hét ma b6”, c6 ay noi. “Bo hira 1a minh sé & lai dén hét buoi 1é co

»

ma.
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Zelinsky gat dau, ngwdc nhin phia san khau, ¢ d6 mét ngwoi phuc vu
dang thao micro va g& buc phat biéu xuéng. “Ho dep réi. May dita ban con
dau?”

Mary nhin xung quanh phong tap, nhwng khong thay bong dang Lynn va
Sharon dau ca. T6i mong ho ct di lac dau do6. T6i chva muén dém nay két
thic. Chang con lai gi sau t6i nay, khong gi cd ngoai hang ngan 6ng chai
mascara trén chuyén bat tan. T6i khong biét minh cé du stic tinh gidc vao
sang mai khong nira.

“Pi tim may dita dy th6i”, Zelinsky n6i. “Mudn roi.”

T chd nao do, Clark len qua dam dong.

“Moi nguwoi phai di voi con”, no noi, ra hiéu khong chi vGi toi va Mary
ma con ca Tack va Zelinsky. “Moi ngudi can phai thay cai nay.”

Clark dan chuing t6i qua phong tap dén khu dwgc thiét ké c6 ca cai khung
banner cho cac tro choi vong chung khao. Cé hai ban dai day may tinh, cac
may dugc cai san cac tro choi lot vao top 5. Chiing t6i c6 thé nghe ban nhac
quen thudc triede khi tién dén cho ban, truede khi thiy titng mdy tinh, titng
mady tinh mot, dang mé& tro Phdo dai cdm. Tré em va nguoi 16n lot vao gitta
co man man hinh, chi tré va tranh luan cach choi va chién thuat. Cang lic
cang nhiéu nguoi ditng xép hang dgi dén lwgt. Mot ga gidi cttu nang cong
chia thanh céng, ga lac v theo nhip diéu chién thang cta tro choi trong khi
dam ban chic mirng v&i nhitng man dap tay.

“Troi oi!” Mary thot 1én.

“Moi nguoi thich n6”, Clark noéi. “Nhin ho kia!”

“Khoéng”, Mary néi. “Y minh khong phai thé.”

Co ay dat tay 1én vai toi, day t6i tr ti dé toi c6 thé thdy diéu nén thay.
Pitng sau day ban la mdt nguwdi dan ong téc bac, mac do khoac tim, quan
jean den. Ong ay dang xem xét nguwdi choi ki ludng, quan sat cach ho phan
tng vGi tro choi. T6i nhan ra 6ng ay ngay, tit nhién, theo cdch ma moi
nguoi chu y mot khi Ronald Reagan budc vao gian phong.

“Ong &y 1a Fletcher Mulligan”, Mary néi. “Ong ay dén day kip roi!”
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Ong 4y ciii chao nhe nhang: “Tha mudn con hon khéng. Ta rdi LA chin
gio trudc, nhung Me Thién nhién mudn thir thach ta.”

Theo sau 6ng la hai nam hai ni tré trung - thudc cap cta 6ng & Digital
Artists. Trong ho trac tu6i vi thanh nién - lén hon Mary va t6i, nhung
khong nhiéu lam.

Fletcher chi vao man hinh. “Ta dang cam nhan trai nghiém thyc tir tro
choi dy”, 6ng dy noi. “Nhin chuyén dong trén cac hinh dnh hai chiéu kia!
Va béan nhac nita! St dung con chip SID nhu thé that thong minh, cac chau
c6 nghi thé khong?”

T6i sg hai dén noi khong thot nén 10i. T6i khong thé tin dugc diéu nay
lai dang thyc sy dién ra. Mary & bén canh thiic vao khuyu tay toi.

“Bon chau da lam né”, t6i noi. “Chau va Mary. Pay la tro choi cua bon
chau.”

“Cac chau dua a?” Fletcher nhin chiing t6i tir dau dén chan. “Nhuwng cac
chéau con bé 1am! Bao nhiéu tudi nhi, mwdi bon tudi a? Thay co cé gitp cac
chau khong?”

Mary cwoi: “Tat nhién la khong a!”

Mot nguoi khéi dong lai tro choi va man hinh tiéu dé bat ngo xuat hién.
Fletcher tién lai gan man hinh, doc lw6t phan ghi chud. “Radical Planet 1a gi
vay?”

Zelinsky, me va Tack da dén sau bon t6i, moi nguoi dang doi toi tra 16i
cau hoi: Radical Planet la gi? T6i nhé dén cai dém tai cira tiém to6i da ghép
tén lai. Chuyén ay cit nhw cach day ca triéu nam vay.

“La cong ty cua bon chau”, Mary n6i. “Will dam phan thiét ké tro choi,
con chau lo phan nhac. Song cé hai déu gép mot chit trong moi phan.”

“Ai lo mang kinh doanh cho bon chau?”

“Bon chau chwa c6 nha phat hanh”, Mary no6i. “Bon chau chi muén hoan
thién dau vao day va roi méi nghi dén chuyén phan phoi a.”
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“Phai, phai!” Fletcher quay sang nhitng nguoi thap tung va nho Mary
nhac lai, giéng nhw c6 ay rit ra duge y nghia cudc song. “Do la diéu ta
khong ngitng nhac dén! Khéng ra khoi triv khi thuyén da chuan bi xong!
Hoi Atari di. Ho da hoc dwoc bai hoc véi céi tro E.T khung khiép ay.”

Nhitng nguoi di theo Fletcher cwdi y nhi trong khi b6 me bon t6i ngang
nhin, bdi rdi, cd gang hiéu xem chuyén gi dang xay ra.

“Cac chau c6 danh thiép chit?” Fletcher hoi.

To6i suyt nita n6i “khoéng”, nhung lan nita Mary don dau t6i: “Bon chau
quén mang theo.”

“Thé lam sao ta lién lac dugc day?”

Mary viét dia chi ctta tiém nha c6 ay 1én mot manh gidy, cung s6 dién
thoai. “Bon chau c6 mét van phong & Wetbridge. Do6i dién la nha ga. Moi
tht & do kha 6n.”

Zelinsky dang hang. “Va vwra tan trang”, 6ng ay ndi khéu khao. “Hé
thong anh sang va ké méi.”

Fletcher dua danh thiép cho ching t6i. Trén d6 c6 in logo noi tiéng cia
Digital Artists, hinh anh in trén nhitng chiéc hop chita may tro choi yéu
thich cta t6i. “Ta muon tiép tuc ban chuyén, hiéu ch? Hay lién lac véi ta.”
Ong ta bét tay bon t5i, rdi dén b6 me bon t6i va Tack, xong 1an khuét vao
dam dong nhv cai vong xoay vii tru.

Ngay khi 6ng dy roi di, Mary va t6i nht ndé tung véi tiéng cudi sdng
khodi. “Cau c6 nghe 6ng dy noi vé hiéu tng hoat hinh khong?” Co ay hai.
“Cau c6 nghe Fletcher Mulligan khen hoat hinh trong tro choi cua chung
minh khong?”

Chung t6i vui mirng don nhan nhitng tdm danh thiép nhw thé dugce lam
bang vang. Ching con hon bat cit chiéc ctp nao, tat nhién la con hon ca
nam muoi do la tién tiét kiém kia. Mary chia tdm danh thiép ra tredc mat
b6. C6 dy nhay cang lén vui swéng. “Bo6, dé la ngudi ma con da ké cho bo
nghe day! Ong ay giéng nhw 1a Willy Wonka* ctia tro choi dién ti¥ vay! B6
c6 nghe 6ng dy ndi vé con chip SID khong?”
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Willy Wonka la m6t nhan vat hu cau trong cudn tiéu thuyét Charlie va
Nha mdy sécéla (xudt ban lan dau vao nam 1964) ctia Roald Dahl.

“Tw tw con”, Zelinsky noi. “Chip SID la cai gi?”

M4t Mary md to: “Oi troi oi! Ong ay quay lai kia!”

“Ai quay lai?” Téi héi.

“Pang sau cau kia!” Co ay thi tham. “Fletcher Mulligan dang quay lai!”

Willy Wonka cua tro choi dién t* mirng dén giong nhu ching t6i la
nhitng nguwdi ban cii, nhw ching t6éi da than thiét nhau 1au lam réi. “Ta quén
héi”, 6ng ay ndi. “Tiép theo thé nao?”

“Tiép theo a?” Mary hoi.

“Tro choi tiép theo la gi?” Fletcher héi. “Cac chau dang lam tro gi?”

T6i do nguwoi. Ai cling vay. T6i chang biét phai néi gi. Téi chang mudn
lam héng thi¢ gi ca. Fletcher dwong nhw hiéu 6ng dy vira héi mot cau kha
nhay cam: “Cac chau dang lam maot tro mdi, ding khong?”

Mary hit mét hoi that sau, nhuw sap thdi nén vay: “Mot thang nita méi ra
tam ra mon ay nhi?”

“T6t 1am!” Fletcher néi. “N6 hay ch&?”

“Ong sé& thich n6 day”, Mary hita. “Con hay hon ca Phdo dai cdm. Hinh
anh bat mat hon, nhac chat hon, kich tinh rao riét hon. Cé I¢é day la tro hay
nhat ma chau va Will tirng lam.”

Fletcher gat gu, giong nhw do la cau trd 10i 6ng mong dgi sudt ca budi.
“Thé ta mudn xem ngay khi cac chau hoan thanh”, 6ng néi. “Bia chi cua ta
trén danh thiép. Ta sé chod, thé nhé?”

Bon t0i bat tay lan nita va 6ng ay lai 1an vao dam dong.

Mary va t6i nhin theo dng dy, ngo ngan.

“Mot thang u?” Toi héi.

“Minh xin 16i”, c6 dy n6i. “Minh cudng qua.”
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“Mot thang dé lam mot tro hoan chinh tir con s6 khong a? Khong dugc
dau! Khong thé nao!”

“Cau cling n6i vay vé ngdn nglt may day. Nhung ching ta da hoc dwoc
day thoi. Chung ta c6 thé thiye hién lan nita.”

“Gio thi khac r6i. Minh con khong c6 may tinh nita kia!”

Mary khan khoan nhin b6 va Zelinsky dwa mat nhin nhitng thanh xa cta
phong tap nhu thé tim mét 10i tir choéi khéo dwoc viét trén tran nha.

“Thoi ma, Sal”, Tack noi.

“Puoc thdi”, Zelinsky dap. “Tui con c6 thé dung phong trung bay hang.
Nhung khong thay doi gi dau ddy!” Ong chi ngén tay vé phia tdi. “Ta van
muon cau roi khéi dé trwde bay gio.”

Va nhu thé, chiing t6i quay lai v6i cong viéc.

HET
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hu lu

Phuluc1
Céac ban c6 thé choi Phdo dai cam tai website cua tac gia tai dia chi

http://jasonrekulak.com/game/
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http://jasonrekulak.com/game/

Phu luc 2

Trang bia tap chi Playboy thang 5/1987, cudn tap chi mo wéc ctia ba cau
trai trong tac pham.

https://thuviensach.vn



(VA

BEFORE
WHEEL OF
FORTUNE

'THE YEAR
IN MOVIES

\CARS '87
TOPPROS |
IPICK THE BEST!

A SPECIAL
'REPORT
'DRUGS: WHERE
'WE STAND

https://thuviensach.vn



Table of Contents

Lo Nk W=

e el e
R

N N NN R R 2
WSO LN
ERERERBREEEEREREERER®® NP0 n L -

N
&

N N
o U
SRR

NN
™ N

https://thuviensach.vn



29. 29
30. 30
31. 31
32.32
33.33
34. 34
35. Phu luc
Guide
1. Cover

https://thuviensach.vn


clbr://internal.invalid/Text/start.xhtml

Table of Contents

N NN NN PRI RORINDGIIIRS WIN -
BERERFEREEREBLEEREEREIEREB

https://thuviensach.vn



https://thuviensach.vn



	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	31
	32
	33
	34
	Phụ lục

