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Cau chuyén thit nhat:
Xin thao giay ¢ hién trueong vu an

1

Truwdc mot can ho chung cw. Sau khi Hosho Reiko nhan chudng, canh ctra
dugc mao vira dung do dai sgi day xich, mot gwong mat dan ong 16 ra. Bitng canh
Reiko, thanh tra Kazamatsuri ham hé 16i ra cudn sé tay. Ngay lap titc, mat nguoi
dan 6ng dwgc ghé tham — Tashiro Yuya — bién sac. C6 vé nhw cudc viéng tham
nay ndm ngoai dy liéu va chang vui vé gi véi anh ta. Biét lam sao dugc, Reiko
nghi. May ai doan dugc sé bi canh sat ghé tham dau. S6 ngudi hoan nghénh viéc
nay con it hon.

“Co6 chuyén gi ma diéu tra vién dén tim toi thé?”

“Chuyén 1a,” Kazamatsuri trinh trong trinh bay. “Chtng t6i muén héi anh vé
cO gai tén la Yoshimoto Hitomi.”

“Dg... doi da... Sao diéu tra vién lai hdi t6i? Co6 ay da lam gi a?”

“Héi vay héa ra anh chwa biét chuyén?” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri quan sat
phan ng cia doéi phuong trwedc khi cong bd sy that. “Toi qua, c6 Yoshimoto
Hitomi da bi ai dé sat hai.”

“Anh bao sao!” Tashiro Yuya hot hodng thao day xich ctta, budc ra ngoai
v6i d6i chan da xé giay. “T6i hiéu réi. Ching ta nén noi chuyén & cho khac.”

Tashiro Yuya khong mai diéu tra vién vao nha, da thé anh ta con dong sap
ctra lai nhv mu6n bao, dirng hong dat chan vao nha toi, du chi mot budc.

Nhung ngay tredc khi canh ctta khép lai, Reiko da kip nhin thdy. Gitta
nhitng d6i giay thé thao, giay da nam 16n xon cho thém ctta, c6 mot doi giay cao
got xinh xan mau trang. Thao nao anh ta khong mu6n mdi minh vao nha. Anh ta
da c6 nguoi yéu mdi. Trong dau Reiko bong hién 1én hinh anh nan nhan bi sat hai
hom qua.

Yoshimoto Hitomi khong di giay cao got, co di bot.
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Néu c6 chiéc Jaguar mau bac anh kim nao dau gan hién truong 4n mang xay
ra & thanh phé Kunitachi thi chdc chin d6 1a xe cta thanh tra Kazamatsuri. O
thanh ph6 Kunitachi nay, xe Jaguar mau bac da hiém r6i, &n mang lai cang hiém
hon nita.

Tht Bay, ngay 15 thang Mudi, 7 gio 30 phut t6i. Ga Kunitachi, ctra Nam,
dai 16 Pai Hoc — trung tdm cda khu pho thoi thuwgng — sinh vién va ngwoi di lam
qua lai nhw mac cwi. Trong khi d6, cach ctva Bac chi vai phat di bo. Tai khu dan
cw nhon nhip — khu dan cw Bac 2 — lai tap nap canh sat mac sac phuc.

D6 1a mot khu nha ba tang. Hinh nhw thanh tra Kazamatsuri da tdi truéc.
Budc xudng tir xe cdnh sat, Hosho Reiko xac nhan bang cach liéc nhin bong
chiéc Jaguar in trén mat duwong trwdce khi cti nguwdi luén qua dai bang mau vang
in dong chit “Khong nhiém vu mién vao”. Co leo lén cau thang bang sat xay bén
ngoai dé tdi can ho 304. Reiko chao vién cdnh sat tuan tra ding trudc civa va
budc vao can ho xay ra an mang. Mot can ho mot phong ngu danh cho nguoi doc
than rat binh thuwong. Sau ctta vao la mét khoang trong nhé dung lam cho théo
giay dép, tiép theo la doan hanh lang ngan c6 trai thdm. Thanh tra Kazamatsuri
dang ding & hanh lang, trén ngwoi la bo vest gom ca ao gi 1é cé xudt xit Anh
quoc.

“Cha, cubi cung c6 nwong ciing dén. To6i ¢t lo c6 nwong bi lac.”

“Xin 16i vi t6i dén mudn.” Reiko thanh khan cii dau xin 16i nhung nhat
quyét khéng bo qua diém quan trong. “Thwa thanh tra, xin thanh tra dirng goi t6i
la ‘c6 nwong’. Lam thé, nguwdi khac sé bat chuwée.”

“Q), thé ha?” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri khé nghiéng dau nhw mu6n bao, goi thé
c6 gi la khong dugc?

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri, nam nay 32 tu6i, doc than. Nhung khong phai kiéu
doc than thong thwong. B6 anh ta la gidam déc hang xe hoi hang trung
Kazamatsuri Motors, noi cach khac, Kazamatsuri la cong tr con nha giau. Boi
vay, anh xttng dang dugc goi la “quy toc doc than”. Tuy nhién, anh lai dang la
canh sat thuoc bién ché S& Canh sat Kunitachi vdi chitc danh “thanh tra”. Diéu
nay khién nhitng nguwdi nghiém tic sé thdy khong sao hiéu dwgc. Néu héi
Kazamatsuri tai sao lai lam canh sat, anh sé vira nd nu cwoi ung dung vira dap

https://thuviensach.vn



bang mot cau khong han la cau tra 16, “That ra t6i mudn trd thanh mét cau thu
béng chay chuyén nghiép co”. Cau nay ciling khong han la cau néi dua. Trén thuyc
té, Kazamatsuri da tirng 1a cai tén kha ndi trong gidi bong chay thoi trung hoc.
Tom lai, c6 thé 1y vi du sau dé giai thich rd6 hon vi tri cia thanh tra Kazamatsuri:
“Quy tir Hanagata Mitsuru™ ctia hdng xe Hanagata Motors, do thi trugt vao Cau
lac bo Hanshin Tigers’ nén danh phai dy ky thi tuyén canh sat dé roi tr& thanh
mot canh sat”. Hay don gian hon la “cong t& nha giau di lam thanh tra”. Du dam
bao anh ta s€ noi cau khi nghe cau nay.

Hosho Reiko rit ngai ti€p xtic vGi thanh tra Kazamatsuri. Con thanh tra
Kazamatsuri chang mdy may nhan ra diéu d6. Thiéu nhay cam thé ma ciing lam
thanh tra co day!

“Nan nhan la Yoshimoto Hitomi, séng tai can hd nay, 25 tudi, la nhan vién
s >3 A N .
phai cu. Co vao xem di.”

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri chi vao canh ctra cudi hanh lang. Reiko m¢& ctra, than
trong budc vao hién truong. D6 1a mét cin phong san gb rong chirng sau chiéu’.

X4ac nan nhan nam ngay 16i vao, Gp mat xudng san nha, chan tay dang rong
thanh hinh chit DAI. May qua, khéng c6 mau. Cé vé nan nhan chét vi bj siét co.
Do da chuan bi san tinh than d6i mat v6i mot hién trweong day mau me nén khi
thay vay, Reiko nhe ca nguoi. Cung ltic, Reiko c6 an twgng rat la v4i xac chét. Ly
do ndm & quan 4o cta nan nhan. Vay bo ngan, do so mi vai thé dang suong. Trén
lung deo chiéc ba 16 nho. R6 rang day la trang phuc cia nguwdi sap di ra ngoai.
Chuwa ké nan nhan con di giay. N6i chinh x4c 14 dbi b6t mau nau. O trong nha ma
lai di bot. Biéu nay that bat thuong.

Reiko dang dinh sap xép lai cac dit kién trong dau thi & bén canh bong vang
1én nhitng tap am — a khong — nhitng ggi y quy bau ttt thanh tra Kazamatsuri.

“Gia st nan nhan bi ké nao dé tan céng khi vira budc vao nha. Nan nhan da
chong trd quyét liét nhwng khong thanh, cudi cung bi hung thu bép co6 dén chét
ngay tai phong nay. T6i da hinh dung ra mot cau chuyén nhu thé. Nhung khong
phai. C6 nhin nay Hosho, ca doan hanh lang ttr ctta vao dén day khong mot dau
chan. Can phong nay ciing vy, san nha sach bong. Trong khi nan nhan lai di bét!
Co c6 thay bat thuwong khong?”
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M¢éi nhin da thiy bat thwong roi, can gi anh phdi ndi — Reiko muon noéi toac
nhw vdy nhung lai sg mat long sép nén danh phai gia vo khen. “Dting 1a bat
thuwong nhu thanh tra néi. Vay nghia la sao?”

Co6 thé nan nhan bi sat hai @ m6t noi khac réi dwge dem téi day. Hung tha
cong nan nhan nén khong cé dau chan ¢ hanh lang va trén san nha. Reiko nghi
vay thi thanh tra Kazamatsuri lai Ién tiéng. “Cé vé nhw hung thu da sat hai nan
nhan & mot noi khac r6i dwa xac dén day. Néu hung thi cdng xac nan nhan thi
dwong nhién sé khong dé lai dau chan roi. “

Y kién giéng hét v6i Reiko. Reiko c6 cdm gidc nhw minh vira bi xdm pham
ban quyén. Thoi ké. Néu suy doan nay dung thi sé nghi pham sé gidm di mot nita.
No6i cach khac, hung thu la dan 6ng. Vi phu nit kh6 ma da sttc cong nan nhan.
Reiko dang nghi tGi do thi...

“Pung thé, hung tha la dan 6ng!”

Reiko lai bi thanh tra Kazamatsuri cudp 10i.

“Strc phu nir thi cong thé nao dwgc. Hon nita, trong tinh thé mot choi mot,
néu khong khoe thi khé ma siét ¢6 nan nhan nhanh nhw vay. Hung thu chac chan
la dan ong.”

“T6i hiéu roi, anh qua la thanh tra c6 khac!” Vé khoan nhanh nhau néi ra
nhitng diéu ai cling biét thi thanh tra Kazamatsuri thuéc hang siéu viét. Nhung
cling khong thé khen su6t thé nay dugc. “Thua thanh tra, t6i e 1a hoi s6m dé két
luan day la hanh dong don doc ctia mot nguoi dan ong. Hai phu ni hgp strc lai
van c6 thé dé dang siét c6 va khiéng xac nan nhan di.”

“Lic mai nhin hién tredng toi cling nghi tdi kha nang dé, khong can c6 phai
noi.”

No6i doi! T6i néi xong anh m@i nghi ra thi c6! Anh Iic nao cling thang!

“Sao ha c6 Hosho?”

“Khong c6 gi, anh qua la thanh tra c6 khac.

Reiko khong nghi thém dwogc 10i nao. Qua that, Hosho Reiko rit ngai va
cham véi thanh tra Kazamatsuri.
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Cong tac kham nghiém dugc tién hanh ngay sau do, vai diém quan trong
dwgc lam sang té. Pau tién la thoi gian ti vong, dugc xac dinh la khodng 6 gio
t6i. Nguyén nhan tr vong, ding nhv du doan la do ngat thd vi bi siét c6. Khong
tim thdy vét thwong hay dau vét au da nao. Hung khi duwgc xac dinh 1a mot sgi
day manh.

Doi thi thé dwgc dem di xong, Reiko quan sat mot lan nita can phong cua
nan nhan. Biét chi trich nguwdi chét la khong phai nhung du c6 mudn noéi tét thi
cling kho c6 thé néi day la mot can phong ngan nap. Gia sach ngap ngua sach, gia
CD ngap ngua dia CD, gia dé bdo ngap ngua bao ctia ca mot thang trdi. Trén
givong, chan goi van bira bai nhw vira nga day. Con géi séng mot minh thuong la
thé nay, chang co6 gi ngac nhién ca.

Trong lic nghi vay, Reiko dwa tay m& ctta s6 canh trwgt duy nhét trong
phong. Ngoai ctra s6 la khodng ban céng nhé chitng mot chiéu. Mot chiéc day
phoi chang du loai quan éo tir so mi, quan bo, do 16t cho t6i giay thé thao.

Thanh tra cé vé chi y téi sgi day phoi hon la mdy thit phoi trén dé nén bat
dau quan sat cham chu.

“Soi day manh dung dé that cé...”
Nghe thanh tra Kazamatsuri 1am bam, Reiko bong c6 di cam khong hay.

“Khong phai thanh tra dinh néi that c6 nan nhan xong, hung thu chang sgi
day dé ra ngoai ban cong dé phoi quan ao day chir?”

“Khong, t6i dau c6 nghi thé.”

Khoéng ding, rd rang trong dau anh ta vira hién 1én y nghi d6. Reiko biét
thura.

“Chac hung tha dem sgi day di r6i. Vi hung khi dau phai la loai day to ban
nay.”
“Phai r6i.” Thanh tra nhanh chéng tam biét sgi day phoi dé quay tré lai can
phong san gb. “Chung ta di 1ay 10i khai ctia nhan chitng dau tién thoi.”
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Nhan chitng dau tién dwgc maoi t6i. C6 la Sugimura Eri, song tai can hd 301
cung khu nha, hién 1a nhan vién van phong. C6 25 tudi, bang tudi nan nhan,
thiong ngay hai nguwdi van di uéng riegu cung nhau nén c6 thé néi, ho con la ban
nhau. C6 phat hién xac ctia Yoshimoto Hitomi vao khodng 7 gid t6i. Nhu thuwong
1&, Sugimura Eri sang ra Yoshimoto Hitomi di nhau thi nhan ra diéu bat thuong.

“Ctra nha khong khoa. Hitomi la ngudi can than trong chuyén cita gia hon
han ngwoi khac nén khong bao gio c6 chuyén quén khoa ctra. Twong Hitomi dang
¢ nha nén t6i m& ctra va goi nhung khong co6 tiéng tra 10i. Trong nha rat toi, toi
cling khong thdy ai. Nhung khi nhin ky lai, t6i thdy ctta phong phia cudi hanh
lang dang m@, bén trong hinh nhw c6 ngwdoi bi nga. T6i hoang hot chay vao... bat
den 1én thi thay Hitomi...”

Qua strng sot trede cai chét ctia ban, Sugimura Eri vai 1ay dién thoai di dong
ctia minh goi téi s6 110. Nghi ngd nhan chitng dau tién la mot trong nhitng quy
tac bat di bat dich trong diéu tra, tuy nhién cau chuyén cia Sugimura Eri khong
c6 chut gi gid tao. Néu nhitng diéu c6 khai 1a that thi nan nhan dwgc phat hién
khodng mot tiéng sau khi bi sat hai. Gia st Sugimura Eri khong ghé qua, c6 1é
phai sang ngay hom sau vu viéc m@i dugc phat giac.

Lay 10i khai tir Sugimura Eri xong, thanh tra Kazamatsuri va Hosho Reiko
roi khoi can ho 304, tiép tuc sang héi chuyén cac nha quanh dé. Nhd vu viéc
dwgc phat hién s6m nén c6 thém vai 16i khai quan trong. Pau tién la cia nguoi
dan ong trung nién tén Kawahara Kensaku, song & tang 1 dong thoi la cha cda
toan bo khu nha. Anh ta khai, “T6i c6 thay nan nhan trudc lic bi sat hai.”

“Liic d6 t6i ra chd thiing thw 1dy bdo budi chidu. O khu nay, thung thw cia
cac nha déu dat & cau thang tang 1, tai do, t6i gap c6 Yoshimoto di lam vé. Co ay
di m6t minh tir phia nha ga vé va di ngang qua t6i. T6i khong nham dau. Co ay
mdc vay bo ngan, di b6t mau nau.”

“Luc d6 khoang may gig?” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri hoi va khoe ra chiéc
dong ho Rolex.

“Co lé 1a 6 gio vi chuong trinh ti vi ltc 5 gio vira két thic duwge mot lac.”

Khong con nghi ngd gi nita, thoi diém nan nhan t vong la khodng 6 gio t6i.
Giong cua thanh tra Kazamatsuri cang thang hon.

“Luc do trong c6 Yoshimoto thé nao? Anh c6 néi chuyén véi c6 ay khong?”
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“T6i chao, ‘Co vé r6i a’, nhung c6 ay cd vé bdi r6i, chi am  r6i budc voi
lén cau thang. Gio nghi lai ké ciing hoi la. Thwong ngay c6 ay dé gan lam, lic
nao ciing chao hoi cha nha la t6i day rat dang hoang.”

“Sau khi gdp c6 ay, anh lam gi?”

“T6i quay vé can ho ctia minh luon. T6i khong néi doéi dau. Néu nghi ngo,
anh c& sang hoi chu ctra hang hoa qua bén kia duong. Luc t6i gap cd Yoshimoto,
ong chu bén do ciling dang & trudc civa hang.”

Hai diéu tra vién di sang ngay ctra hang hoa qua déi dién. Ong chu cita hang
khai, “Dung la t6i c6 trong thay anh Kawahara va mot ¢6 gai tré gap nhau & cho
thung thw,” dong thdi cam doan rang, “Sau dé anh Kawahara quay vé nha minh
luon.” Nhung chu cra hang hoa qua khong phai la ngwoi canh gac khu nha 24/24.
Vi thé, chang c6 thém théng tin nao tir ong ta.

Nguai ti€p theo cung cdp thong tin quan trong cho diéu tra vién la cau sinh
vién song ¢ tang 2 tén Moritani Yasuo. Cau ta khai c6 nghe thdy tiéng chan hinh
nhu la cta hung thu.

“Anh chi thdy day, nha t6i la can 201, ngay canh cau thang. Vi vay nén nghe
tiéng 1én xudng cau thang rd lam. Cau thang nay lai lam bang sat nita nén nghe
cang ro. Tiéng chan ma t6i nghe thay dac biét to. Uynh uych uynh uych... kiéu
nhu dang lao xudng cau thang vay. Vang, khong phai dang di 1én ma la di xudng.
T6i khong nham dau. Khi ay t6i chang nghi gi cd nhung chang phdi trén tang 3
vlra c6 an mang sao? Biét dau dé chinh la tiéng chan ctia hung thu dang chay
tron. Xem nao, lic dé 1a may gio nhi? Hinh nhw la 6 gio t6i.”

Diém nay lai trung vé§i thoi diém dugc cho la xdy ra vu an.

“Cau c6 nghe thay tiéng chan nao khac nita khong?”

“Co 18 1a c6 nhung t6i khong nhé. Tiéng chan lic 6 gio cling la do tinh co
t6i nhé dugc thoi.”

Toém lai, Moritani Yasuo khong an twgng véi tiéng chan nao khac.

Hoi chuyén xong, hai diéu tra vién quay trd lai hién trudng trén tang 3.

Luc 1én cau thang cung “thanh tra”, Reiko dat cau hoi, “Liéu c6 thé coi tiéng
chan ma Moritani Yasuo nghe thay la cta hung tha dugc khong?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Khong, két luan nhuw vay la hoi sém, c6 Hosho a. Cé thé chi la tiéng chan
ctia mot ké hap tdp nao dé chang lién quan nhwng lai vo tinh trung véi thoi diém
xay ra an mang thoi.”

Nhén dinh cda thanh tra nghe kha la mo hé nhung van c6 thé xdy ra trén
thuece té.

“Nhung thwa thanh tra, 10i khai cia Kawahara Kensaku ro rang rat quan
trong. Khodng 6 gio tdi, Yoshimoto Hitomi vé nha va gap Kawahara Kensaku &
cho thung thw. Vao thoi diém dd, c6 dy van song. Nghia la c6 ay bi sat hai ngay
sau thoi diém nay. N6i cach khac, c6 ay 1én tang 3, di qua hanh lang dé vé can ho
304, vira dinh cdi giay vao nha thi bj sat hai. Hung thu cdng xac c6 ay vao phong
san go phia trong. Chang phai s viéc dién bién nhw vay sao, thwa thanh tra?”

MGt suy ludn hién nhién xuat phat tit viéc nan nhan van mang giay lic bj sat
hai. Tuy nhién, nhw thé mudn giéu cgt suy doan ctia Reiko, thanh tra Kazamatsuri
noi:

“Hum, co Reiko a, chuyén do thi...” thanh tra Kazamatsuri khé hinh miii,
roi nhu thé twéng nhd tdi bac tién bsi Amachi Shigeru’, thanh tra chau may va
dwa ra mot gia thuyét, “Gia du c6 Yoshimoto Hitomi bi giét & phong san go, dé
danh lac hwéng diéu tra, hung thu da di giay lai cho nan nhan, lam nhuw thé t6i ac
dwgc thue hién & cho khac, c6 thay thé nao? Theo t6i, hoan toan cé kha nang dé.”

“Khong, t6i nghi 1a khong thé dau thwa thanh tra.” Reiko phan bac tirc thi.
“Béi di bot cho xac chét khéng don gian nhu anh n6i. Chwa ké, bot cia nan nhan
la loai budc day. Loai d6 ngay ca tw minh di con kho nita la di cho xac chét. T6i
khong nghi thu pham c6 thé cat cong lam viéc dé dau.”

“Tat nhién la y toi cling giong y c6.” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri phu hoa ngay.
“Pi bot cho xac chét la viéc lam ngd ngan. Gia st c6 chuyén dé chang nita thi tw
thé cua céi xac sé khong tu nhién, khi khdm nghiém sé phat hién ra ngay. Phai
r6i, khong thé di bot cho xac chét duge. Chuyén do 1a khéng kha thi. Phai khong
co Hosho?”

“... Vang, thanh tra néi dung roi.”

Sau muoi gidy trudc ai da chau may noi “Theo t6i, hoan toan c6 kha nang
d6” nhi? Reiko chi con biét lac dau ngao ngan trudc sy trd mat cta thanh tra
Kazamatsuri.
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Hai ngwdi vé t6i can ho 304 thi mot diéu tra vién, nhw thé da doi san tir nay,
chay lai phia thanh tra Kazamatsuri.

“Chung toi tim thdy thit nay trong ngan kéo ban mday tinh ctia nan nhan.”

Mot bitc dnh va mot chiéc chia khoéa. Chia khoa khong phdi cia khu nha
nay. Khu nha nay tuy cii nhung riéng khoa ctta lai stt dung loai méi nhat c6 tinh
nang chong trém wu viét. Chiéc chia khéa tredc mat ro rang la loai khac.

“0, xem nao,” thanh tra Kazamatsuri td mo ghé mat sat vao bitc anh. “Pay
chang phai la dnh chyp d6i cia Yoshimoto Hitomi v&i mot anh chang nao do u!
Phai r6i, nan nhan c6 nguoi yéu. Néu thé thi day co 1€ la chia khoa nha cta anh
ta. Hirm, c6 vé hay day.”

Reiko hiéu dwgc ngu y cta thanh tra Kazamatsuri. Bting nhw ca hai da tranh
ludn, nhiéu kha nang hung tha trong vu an nay la dan 6ng. Ma mau thuan tinh
cam dé trd thanh dong co gay an lam.

“La nguwoi yéu cda nan nhan thi bi tinh nghi cling hgp ly thoi. Triwdc mat, ta
c* dem sang cho c6 Sugimura Eri xem thé nao.” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri sung
swdng cam bitc anh lao ra khéi can hd.

Xem xong bttc anh nghi van, nhw thé syc nhé ra diéu gi, c6 Sugimura Eri
né6i ngay, “O, anh nay! Anh ta 1a ngudi & cong ty Hitomi duwgc phéi it dén cach
day ntta nam. Hinh nhu tén anh ta la Tashiro... Tashiro Yuya thi phai.”
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Vi lé do, hom sau, ttrc Cha nhat, thanh tra Kazamatsuri va Reiko da t&i can
hd cua Tashiro Yuya va c6 dwgc bu6i tiép chuyén tai quan ca phé gan can ho.

Tashiro Yuya nam nay 33 tudi. Tuy con tré nhwng anh ta da la mot nhan vién
wu td, gitt chirc trudng ban trong phong hanh chinh tai mot cong ty ché tao may
cd vtra. Nhin gan mgi thdy hom nay anh ta an van kha xué xoa nhw dang trong
ngay nghi. Anh ta c6 gwong mat dep, kiéu dugc nhiéu phu nit thich. Chang cé gi
kho hiéu néu c6 nhan vién phai ctr Yoshimoto Hitomi bi ha guc tru6c vé bé ngoai
va chitc vu cua anh ta. Reiko nghi vay. Purong nhién, Reiko khong may may rung
dong truedc vé bé ngoai va chitc vu con con ay. Néu rung dong tridc nhitng thi
v& van thé thi khong thé 1a cong sy cia quy tir hang Kazamatsuri Motors dwoc.

Quy tit Kazamatsuri vira dwgc nhac t6i da khéo 1éo chan dirng viéc goi ca
phé Blend cta hai ngudi con lai bang cach goi luén ba c6c ca phé Blue Mountain
Special roi than nhién tién hanh viéc tham van.

“Anh Tashiro, anh thtra nhan truéc day c6 hen ho véi c6 Yoshimoto chir?”

“Vang. T6i bat dau hen ho véi ¢6 ay khodang mét nam trwdc. Ching toi trd
nén than thiét ngay sau khi c6 ay dwoc phai cir dén cong ty t6i. Nhung ching toi
da chia tay ntta nam nay roi. Tai sao w, lé tw nhién thoi. La nhan vién phai ct nén
c6 dy lam & cho t6i nira nam r6i chuyén sang cong ty khac. T d6, tinh cam cua
chuing t6i phai nhat dan.”

“Ra vay. Nhung sao ¢6 Yoshimoto van giit anh ctia anh. Ma khong chi c6
anh dau. C6 ay con giit ca cai nay nita.”

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri gio chiéc chia khoa ra truédc mat Tashiro.

“Anh Tashiro, day la chia khoéa can ho cia anh?”

Vtwra nhin thdy chiéc chia khoa, Tashiro nhan ngay, “Vang, hinh nhu thé.
Nhung sao co?”

“Pé t6i nobi thang ra vay. Tinh cdm ctia anh va c6 Yoshimoto sau dam tGi
mitc hai ngudi trao doi chia khéa nha cho nhau. Anh bédo hai ngwdi da chia tay roi
nhung trén thyc té thi tinh cam gitta hai ngwdi chwa cham dit. Vi thé nén c6 ay
van gilt chia khéa cua anh. T6i néi c6 ding khong?”
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“Khong ding.” Pay 1a lan dau tién Tashiro 16n tiéng sau khi da gitt duoc
binh tinh tr dau. “Pung la t6i va co dy co6 trao doi chia khéa cho nhau. Viéc c6 ay
van giit chia khoa ctia t6i chang qua la do t6i quén khong 14y lai. Chuyén rat binh
thwong. Toi thira nhan cé chuyén do6, nhung anh bao t6i va co dy van tiép tuc hen
ho nghia la sao? Nghia la toi giét c6 ay a?”

Thtra nhan nhu vay e hoi s6ém, nhung du sao nho dé6 ma cau chuyén dugc
day nhanh hon.

“0, khong hin 1a ching t6i nghi ngd anh.” N6i xong cau cii rich thudng
duoc ap dung trong cac truong hgp twong ty, thanh tra Kazamatsuri mai tung ra
cau héi chinh. “Anh Tashiro, chiéu qua anh & dau?”

“Anh kiém tra bang chitng ngoai pham? Dugc théi. May qua, chiéu qua toi
lai di cau ca vdi anh ban than lam cung cong ty. Ching t6i di cau & bai bién
Shonan, thanh phé Hiratsuka. Ching t6i xudt phat tit budi trra bang xe cia ban
t0i, khodng 3 gio thi dén mot dia diém it nguwdi biét & Hiratsuka. Chung t6i vira
thw gidn vira cau c4 dén tan nira dém co.”

“0, cau c4 dén nira dém,” thanh tra Kazamatsuri d6i giong tit ton, “néu vay
thi chac dém qua anh vat va lam. Pém qua Hiratsuka c6 muwa, chang thich hop
lam cho viéc cau ca.”

“Ha ha, thwa thanh tra, anh dinh gai bay t6i ciing v6 ich théi. Ping la ban tin
dy bdo thoi tiét hom qua néi rang dén t6i, cd ving Kanto sé mua to. Nhung dy
bao bi sai hoan toan. O Hiratsuka khéng c6 1dy mot giot mwa. Kunitachi day ciing
khong mua con gi. Phai khong thanh tra?”

“A, hinh nhu 13 thé.”

“Pém qua ching t6i da c6 bubi cau rat tuyét. Sau dé ching t6i ngu lai trong
xe. Sang nay mdi vé tdi Kunitachi. Vang, duong nhién la to6i ¢ cung ban t6i suot.
Thua thanh tra, Yoshimoto Hitomi bi sat hai vao khoang thoi gian nao vay?”

Tashiro Yuya héi vGi vé dac thang. Trong khi dé, thanh tra Kazamatsuri c6
vé nhu da that thé nén chi biét nhan nhé uéng coc ca phé vira dwgc mang tdi.
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Tiép theo, dé kiém ching 10i khai ctia Tashiro Yuya, thanh tra Kazamatsuri
va Reiko t6i hoi ngudi ban cung di cau ca véi anh ta. Tuy nhién, n6 lyc nay chi
cang khang dinh thém bang chitng ngoai pham cta Tashiro.

Mai tGi chiéu, hai ngwdi mGi quay vé SG@ Canh sat Kunitachi, ngoi phich
xuong ghé ma chang noéi nang gi. Khong ai con sitc tranh ludn nita. Trong bau
khong khi tram lang d6, thanh tra Kazamatsuri cat giong ué odi.

“Xem nao, nhitng gi ching ta thu dwgc chi la biét ngwoi bi tinh nghi nhiéu
nhat — Tashiro Yuya — khong phai 1a hung thu thoi w? Thé 1a sé quay lai vach xuat
phat a? Puwgc r6i, mai ching ta sé bat dau lai. C6 Hosho nhi.” Thanh tra
Kazamatsuri néi long ca vat, quay sang nhin Reiko. “Théi c6 vé di. Bém qua c6
cling & lai roi. Lam viéc nhiéu khong t6t cho da dau, ¢6 nwong a.”

“Ha?” Pugc quan tam thi vui day nhung bi goi 1a “co6 nwong” thi chang vui
chit nao. Néu khong muon néi la nguwgce lai. Nhung gio Reiko chang con haoi sic
dau dé phan nan nita. Co6 dang mét rii ngwoi. “Sép noéi vay thi toi xin phép.”

“Co nén thé. Dé toi l1ay chiéc Jaguar dwa co veé.”

“Thoi khai!”

Reiko thang thirng tr chéi. Vira nhom ngudi day, thanh tra Kazamatsuri lai
ngoi xuong gheé.

Hosho Reiko mot minh rdi khoi S¢ Canh sat Kunitachi. Trong s6 cac thanh
ph6 nam doc tuyén Chuo, Kunitachi la thanh pho noi tiéng nhat bdi nhitng day
pho trang 1€, sach sé, tuy nhién cac co quan hanh chinh nhw Toa thi chinh lai nam
doc tuyén Nambu. Do dé, ciling c6 thé goi Kunitachi la thanh phé nam doc tuyén
Nambu du nguwdi dan khong thich cai tén nay lam. Tém lai van la chuyén vé hinh
anh thanh phé.

Reiko di bd ra ga Yaho, tuyén Nambu, mat li€c nhin Toa thi chinh. Bau
khong khi se lanh caa khu Musashino ggi nhac dang gitta mua thu gitip Reiko
xua tan con mét moéi. Tuy nhién, dau 6c Reiko van bi &m anh vé vu an. Néu
Tashiro Yayu vo tdi thi vu sat hai Yoshimoto Hitomi khé khan hon c6 twéng. Thi
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nhat la khéng tim dwgc dong co. Tha doan ctia hung thu ciing chwa 16 rang. Chuwa
ké thanh tra Kazamatsuri lai phu tradch vu nay. Cé vé vu an sap di vao bé tac.

Khong, thanh tra Kazamatsuri khong phdi la nguwdi bat tai. Du sao anh ta
cling trd thanh thanh tra khi con rat tré. Chi can anh ta chiu khé lang nghe cap
dwéi thém mot chit, c6 tinh than hgp tac va than trong hon mot cht, va tat nhién,
bo cai kiéu khoe khoang va an ndi tho thién do6 di niva. That bat lich sw khi goi
ngudi dang di 1am 1a “c6 nwong”! Ci¢ 1am nhw anh 12 Mino Monta® khong béng!

“Hur!” Reiko buc minh gio chan da hon séi nam bén vé dwong. Hon so6i vang
tring vao mot chiéc xe dang d6 — mot chiéc xe ngoai nhdp mau den, ndi ding
hon la mot chiéc Limousine c6 chiéu dai gan 7m — tao nén mdt am thanh tram
duc. Reiko bit ca hai tay vao miéng. “Thoi chét!”

Lap tiéc canh cita phia ghé lai bat m@, mot nguwdi dan 6ng dang dong dong
budc ra. Tubi wdc chirng 35, 36. B vest sam mau kiéu trang phuc tang 1€ khién
anh ta vira giong thanh vién mot gia dinh quyén quy lai vira giong tay chao maoi
khach & quan rewegu Phap. Nguoi dan 6ng nhin Reiko bang anh mat sac lanh phia
sau cap kinh gong bac, mat khong hé bién sac, quy mot chan xuéng dé kiém tra
vo than xe.

Reiko sg sét tién lai, cti gap dau xin 16i, “Thit 16i cho t6i. Tién sita xe hét
bao nhieu?”

“Co dung lo. T6i da cling chi mat d6 bay, tdm tram nghin yén thoi.” Nguoi
dan ong tinh bo, nhe nhang ding day, nghiéng minh cui chao Reiko. “Chi la mot
vét xuwdc nho thoi, thua tiéu thw.”

“0, ding 1a trong cai rai lai c6 cai may.” Reiko khé thé dai nhin chiéc
Limousine mau den. “May qua, khong phai xe ngwoi ngoai. Ma Kageyama nay,”
c6 quay sang ndi vdi ngudi dan 6ng van bo vest den, “Anh cat cong dén tan day
don toi a?”

“Vang. Toi nghi cling sap dén gid tiéu thw ve.”

“Tryc giac cda anh tot nhi. Anh c6 thé tré thanh diéu tra vién duwgc day.”

“Khong dau.” Nguoi dan ong tén Kageyama lac dau quay quay. “T6i la quan
gia kiém i xe ctia gia dinh Hosho. Pau thé sanh ngang véi ngudi quyén quy, tri
tué uyén tham nhu tiéu thw. Trd thanh diéu tra vién la nam ngoai kha nang...”
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“Anh van khéo an khéo n6i nhw moi khi.” Reiko dua.
“Pau c6.” Kageyama luéng cuong chinh lai kinh, “Mai tiéu thw 1én xe.”

Bang ctr chi vé cung chuan myc ctia mot quan gia, Kageyama duwa Reiko
ng6i vao chiéc Limousine. Lé ra, Reiko cling phdi cii dau n6i “cam on” ro6i
duyén dang budc vao xe cho ra dang mot tiéu thu nhung c6 da qua mét vi phai
lam viéc cat lyc sudt tir hom qua. Reiko ngad nguoi, vui dau vao ném ghé. Co
khong muon nhic thém budc nao nita. “Kageyama nay, t6i sé chgp mat mét luc,
anh c cho xe chay vong vong do mot tiéng di.”

“Thwa vang.” Tt ghé lai xe, Kageyama dap lai yéu cau ngang buéng cuia
Reiko.

Reiko ndm trén ghé, dudi thang hét chan tay. Thé ma van khong hét dugc
chiéc ghé hinh chir L. Cung véi s chuyén dong ém ai cua chiéc Limousine,
Reiko chim ngay vao giac ngt. Nguwoi cam lai — Kageyama — theo 1énh cta
Reiko, cho xe chay thong dong chirtng mot gio dong ho ré6i quay vé mot dinh thy
kiéu Au bé thé toa lac tai thanh ph6 Kunitachi — tw gia nha Hosho.

bung vay, nit diéu tra vién cia S& Canh sat Kunitachi khong phai 1a “co
nwong”, ma la mot “tiéu thw” dich thurc.
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Sau bita to6i nhe gom salad tdom va dau lang, xip hai san, ga ham ca chua,
thit cttu nwéng hwong thao, Hosho Reiko nam thw gian trong phong khach va
ngam canh thanh phd vé dém.

Thuwong ngay, trong vai tro mot diéu tra vién, dé tao mot hinh dnh chitng
chac, Reiko an mac gian di v6i bo vest hiéu Burberry nhung lai giong hét loai
ban & ctta hang Marui Kokubunji. Tuy nhién, khi tr@ vé nha, c6 tha minh trong
nhitng vay lién thoai mai day ni tinh. Néu thanh tra Kazamatsuri trong thdy, chac
anh ta sé khong nhan ra day la nhan vién cap dudi van gap hang ngay. Thanh tra
Kazamatsuri khong biét Reiko la con gai duy nhéat ctia ngai Hosho Seitaro — chu
tich tap doan Hosho.

“Ong chu dang rat lo cho tiéu thw.” Nguoi quan gia néi khi rét chai rugu
nhiéu nidm tudi vao chiéc ly sang 1ap lanh nhw ngoc. “Ong chu ¢t lo khong biét
c6 phéi dang c6 vu dau sung hay an mang tan khéc nao ¢ bd song Tamagawa
khong, hay tiéu thw dang phai chay nhw bay trén dwong phé Kunitachi véi mot va
li tien chudc, tham chi la dang rwgt du6i to6i pham bang 6 td trén duong
Fuchukaido, lo dén ndi 6ng khong thé dong tay dugc vao viéc gi.”

“Troi!” Bi nhitng do twdng phi thuc té kiéu day chi phoi thi séng con kho
chit n6i gi dén lam viéc. C6 1€ b6 minh nén dén kham bac si. That 1a mét 6ng bo
rac roi. “Anh néi bd t6i ct yén tam, t6i khong sao dau. Cong viéc cua toi hién gio
chang dinh déng gi dén diu sing, tién chudc hay rwgt dudi bang 6 t6 hét. Chi la
cac vu giét ngudi binh thwong thoi. That ra la hoi bat thwong.”

“Bat thuwong la sao?”

“La x4c chét van di gidy. A, néu xac chét bi di chuyén thi khong hé bat
thuwong. Nhung tai sao lai phai di chuyén thi dén gig van chwa r6. Véi lai ciing
chwa 10 tai sao Yoshimoto Hitomi lai bi giét. Anh hiéu khong?”

“Da, t6i hoan toan khong hiéu. Néu chi vdi vai cau cua tiéu thw.” Nguoi
quan gia khé lac dau, chot anh mat sau cdp kinh cua anh ta 16e 1én. “Nhung néu
tiéu thw b6t chut thoi gian dé ké chi tiét, biét dau toi c6 thé néi ra nhitng suy nghi
cua riéng toi.”
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Cau noi cua anh ta khién Reiko bat ngd. Ngwoi quan gia tré tudi tén
Kageyama nay mdi vao lam tai tw gia nha Hosho cach day mot thang. Vi vay, khé
c6 thé néi la Reiko da hiéu vé con ngudi anh ta, nhung & anh ta toat 1én vé
nghiém tuc, trung thuye, thdm chi anh ta con rat y o khi khong thé hién suy nghi
cling nht cdm xtc ra bén ngoai. Con vé linh virc diéu tra tdi pham, anh ta khong
phai 1a ngudi cé thé “ndi ra nhitng suy nghi cua riéng t6i” dwgc. Tuy nhién Reiko
quyét dinh sé dap ng nguyén vong cua Kageyama.

“Pugc thoi. Toi sé ké chi tiét cho anh.”

Reiko muon biét xem Kageyama dang nghi gi, hon nita, ké lai cho nguwoi
khac, c6 sé hiéu sy viéc hon va biét dau sé phat hién ra nhitng cho bi bo sot.
Nguoi nghiém tic, kin miéng nhu Kageyama that qua ly twéng dé ké cho nghe
chuyén nay.

“Su viéc xdy ra khodng 6 gio toi qua, dén 7 gio thi canh sat nhan duogc tin
bao. Ngwoi bi giét 1a mét co gai 25 tudi, tén la Yoshimoto Hitomi.”

Ngoi trén ghé sofa, thi thoang nhap m6t ngum ruwgu, Reiko ké lai twong tan
vu viéc. Chuyén ctua Reiko rat dai nhung Kageyama van chiu khé ditng nghe theo
ding nghia vu cia m6t quan gia. Reiko két thic cau chuyén bang viéc bang
chitng ngoai pham ctia Tashiro Yuya dwgc chitng minh, cong tac diéu tra quay tré
lai vach xudt phat.

“Thé nao, Kageyama? Anh cé ndy ra y nao khong? Nho théi cling dugc.”

“A.” Kageyama boi r6i 1dy ngon tay di di gong kinh. “T6i c6 duwgc phép noi
nhitng gi minh nghi khong, thwa tiéu thu?”

“Tat nhién.” Reiko dong vién, khong quén mim cuwdi hién tir vGi nguwdi quan
gia. “Anh dung ngai. C& noi di.”

“T6i c6 thé no6i bat ct diéu gi ding khong a?” Nguwdi quan gia xac nhan lai.
“Vay toi xin phép dwogc noi 1én nhitng suy nghi cua minh.” Anh ta cui gap nguoi
xuong roi ghé sat vao mat Reiko lic nay dang ngoi ¢ ghé sofa.

Bang ngon tir boc tryc, anh ta néi.

“Xin tiéu thw thit 16i. Sy that ro mon mot nhw vay ma tiéu thu khong hiéu thi
tiéu thw dung la do ngoc.”

“...” — Khong khi im ldng kéo dai chirng vai giay, a khong, vai phit.

https://thuviensach.vn



Reiko ti rét thém rwgu vao chiéc ly da can. C6 cam ly ruwgu, ditng day, nhe
nhang tién vé phia ctta s6. Nhin tir dinh thy Hosho nam trén doi cao, thanh pho
Kunitachi ban dém tréng nhw cé v6 s6 ngon nén dugce xép canh nhau. Ngam mai
cling khong chan. Nhd vay ma tam hon sé trd nén thuw thai. Nao, minh phai that
binh tinh, khong sao hét. Reiko hit thé that sau r6i quay vé phia Kageyama, cit
giong trang nghiém.

“Puodi viéc, dudi viéc! Nhat dinh phai dudi viéc! PBubi viéc, dudi viéc, dudi
viéc, duoi viéc!”

“Q, xin tiéu thw dirng mat binh tinh.”

“Khong mat binh tinh sao dugc!” Ban tay cam ly rugu cia Reiko run ban
bat, chat 16ng mau dé bén trong rét ca ra ngoai. “That khong thé tin ndi toi vira bi
quan gia goi la do ngu! T6i chwa tirng biét dén chuyén nay!”

“Khong, t6i khong hé c6 y béo tiéu thw la dé ngu...”

“Vang, vang, han thé roi!” Reiko gat dau that manh r6i bat dau di vong
quanh ngudi quan gia. “Anh khéng bao t6i 1a do ngu. Anh chi bao t6i 1a do ngoc!
Khong phdi ngu ma la ngéc. Pubi viéc! Quyét dinh xong! Mdi anh ra khoi day
ngay. D0 dac cda anh t6i sé gwi sau, anh khong phai lo. Nhanh 1én.”

Reiko chi tay ra phia ctta. Kageyama kinh can cti chao, “T6i hiéu r6i. To6i
xin phép!” va quay di.

Nhung trude khi Kageyama kip buéce ra khoi phong, Reiko da goi vdi theo.

“Dgi da.”

“Vang.” Kageyama nhe nhang ngoanh lai nhu thé doan truéc dugc viéc sé bi
goi lai, “Tiéu thw van con diéu gi can ndi vdi toi sao?”

That la tro trdo! Reiko khé can méi, c6 gi* nét mat than nhién.

“Anh goi t6i la d6 ngoc. Nghia la anh hiéu dwoc chan twéng cta vu nay?”

“Vang. Vu nay khong dén noi phirc tap lam.”

“Tu tin qua nhi.” Reiko cau kinh nhin nguoi quan gia. Reiko dang & trong
tinh thé tién thoai Iwdng nan. La mot tiéu thw, c6 khé ma tha thit cho thai do cua
nguwoi quan gia, nhuwng la mét diéu tra vién, c6 khong thé khong lang nghe
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Kageyama. Cu6i cung, Reiko quyét dinh wu tién vai tro cia diéu tra vién truéc.
“Anh ndi thé thi t6i sé nghe anh néi. Hung thu la ai?”

Nhung Kageyama bat ngd dap, “Toi chwa thé n6i ra tén hung tht dugc. Bay
gi0 c6 noi ra, e rang tiéu thu cling khéng hiéu dwgce dau.”

“Cai gi!” Lai mot phat ngén hon xwoc khong kém gi phat ngén ban nay.
“Khong thé noi ra tén hung thu chi vi téi khong hiéu a. Pung, téi chang hiéu gi
hét. To6i chang hiéu anh dang nghi gi hét.”

Trong tam trang rau ri, Reiko da th6t ra mot cau cuc ky ho then trong ca tw
cach cua mat tiéu thw lan mot diéu tra vién chuyén nghiép.

“Xin anh hay giai thich cho t6i hiéu.”

Nhu thé chd doi cdu noi nay, Kageyama khé cwoi, cti gap nguoi truée
Reiko.

“T6i hiéu roi, thua tiéu thw.”
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“Mot trong nhitng nguyén nhan khién vu nay tré nén phitc tap 1a 10i khai cta
chu nha Kawahara Kensaku, ngudi song & tang 1.”

Reiko nh¢g lai 10i khai cia Kawahara Kensaku. Kawahara Kensaku gdp
Yoshimoto Hitomi & cho thung thw khi c¢6 nay vé nha. Anh ta khai ldc do la
khodng 6 gio toi.

“T6i thay 101 khai ctia anh ta c6 gi bat thuwong dau.”

“Vay cho phép to6i hdi, tai sao khi gap Kawahara Kensaku & cho thung thu,
Yoshimoto Hitomi lai khong kiém tra thung thw ctia minh. Binh thwong, ai vé nha
cling lam nhw vay. Tiéu thw khong thay la sao?”

“Viéc do thi...” Reiko khong tim ra dugc cau tra 16i thau ddo cho cau hoi
bat ngd nay. “Co thé c6 ay quén.”

“Cling c6 thé. Toi con mdt thac mac nita. Tai sao khi Kawahara Kensaku
chao ‘Co veé roi a’, co ta lai t6 vé bdi r6i va tra 10i am . Tinh hudng nay dau c6
gi phdi lung ting. Chi can dap ‘Vang, t6i mgi vé’ la xong.”

“Pung vay. Kawahara Kensaku ciing thac mac vé diéu nay. Thé anh nghi sao
ha Kageyama? Noi cho t6i biét di.”

“Kawahara Kensaku khai rang gap c6 Yoshimoto Hitomi di vé nhung thuc
té khong phai vay.”

“Cai gi! Vay tom lai Kawahara da gap ai?”

“Tat nhién la gap c6 Yoshimoto Hitomi.” Nguwoi quan gia phdt 16 thai do cua
Reiko. “Nhung khong phai “Yoshimoto Hitomi vé nha’ ma la “Yoshimoto Hitomi

1Y »

chuan bj ra ngoai’.

“Anh noi cai gi thé!? Yoshimoto Hitomi di vé tir phia nha ga, gap Kawahara
Kensaku roi di 1én cau thang. R6 rang la di vé nha con gi.”

“Chua chac dau thwa tiéu the. Quay vé nha minh khong han mang y nghia la
vé nha dau. Déi khi quay veé la dé di ra ngoai day.”

“Quay vé la dé di ra ngoai...” Nghe that vo ly! “Nghia la sao?”

“Chang han, mot nguwdi chuan bi dén cong sé, khi t6i nha ga, anh ta phat
hién minh dé quén vé thang, vay la anh ta quay vé nha. Mot dita bé chuan bi dén
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trwong thi phat hién ra quén sach, vay la quay vé nha. Chi Sazae chuan bi ra pho
mua sam thi phat hién ra quén vi, vay la quay vé nha. Trong nhiéu tinh hudéng néu
trén, nguwoi ta quay vé nha la dé di ra ngoai. Rat c6 thé, co Yoshimoto Hitomi
cling dang quay vé nha dé di ra ngoai. Néu nghi theo huéng nay thi thac mac ban
nay sé dugc giai dap.”

“O!” Ra la vay, ngudi chuan bi ra ngoai sé khong dé y tdi viéc 1dy thw.
Ngudi chuan bi ra ngoai, khi dugc chao la ‘Co vé roi a’ sé thay béi roi, khong thé
dap la “Vang, t6i vira vé’ dugc.

“Anh noi cling dang.”

“Tiéu thw hiéu nhanh day.” Kageyama khé gat dau vGi vé nguwdng mo. “Vay
chac tiéu thu da hiéu ra ‘Tiéng chan uynh uych chay xuéng cau thang’ ma cau
sinh vién Moritani Yasuo song & tang 2 nghe thay...”

“... khong phai 1a tiéng chan ctia hung tha?”

“Vang. D6 khong phai la tiéng chan cta hung tha chay tron ma chi la tiéng
giay ctia Yoshimoto Hitomi v0i va chay xu6ng cau thang dé di ra ngoai.”

{4 k24
!

Sau mot thoang ngac nhién, Reiko lam chu lai tinh thé bang 16i no6i déi
tic thi, “Tat nhién la toi hiéu. Phai r6i, kh6 xdy ra chuyén hung tht c6 tinh giam
chan uynh uych nhw vay khi roi khéi hién truong lam. Sé hgp ly hon néu coi
tiéng chan ma cau sinh vién nghe thay la tiéng chan ctia Yoshimoto Hitomi dang
chuan bi di ra ngoai. Vay thi...”

Reiko tong két lai nhitng suy doan.

“Khoéng 6 gio tdi ngay thit Bay, Yoshimoto Hitomi khong phdi vé nha ma la
chuan bi di ra ngoai. Trén dudng ra ga, c6 phat hién ra minh quén th gi d6 nén
v0i vang quay veé nha. Co ay da quén thi gi?”

“Toi cling khong biét chinh xac.”

Kageyama no6i ding. Reiko hoan toan khong cé manh méi nao vé viéc
thwong ngay nan nhan hay mang thit gi bén ngwoi va hom dé nan nhan da quén
gi. Nan nhan c6 cam theo vi va dién thoai, chac chan con cé nhitng thit khac
nita... nhung... Reiko nghi t&i dé thi nguwdi quan gia bat ngo noi,

“Co diéu, qua nhitng gi tiéu thu ké, toi chac c6 mot thit Yoshimoto Hitomi
da quén. Nhiéu kha nang c6 ay quay vé ciing vi ly do nay.”
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“Ha? Sao co?” Reiko boi roi tot do. Minh da vo tinh nhac téi Yoshimoto
queén thit gi sao? Reiko khong tai nao doan ra. “Quen @ dau ca?”

“O ban cong.” Kageyama néi nhu thé chinh minh da c6 mit hién truong va
chitng kién cau chuyén.

“Ban cong!? Pung 1a & ban cong c6 rat nhiéu thi. Ao so mi, quan bo, do 16t,
ca giay thé thao nita. C6 ay quén thit nao trong s6 d6?”

“Téat ca.” Kageyama no6i va nhin thang vao Reiko. “Tiéu thw khong nhé gi vé
dy bao thoi tiét toi hom thi Bay a?”

“Duw bao thai tiét!? Dy bao noi toi thit By sé c6 mwa trén toan vung Kanto.
Nhwng cudi cung troi khong mwa. Vay thit c6 ay dé quén la...”

“Vang. Tht c6 ay dé quén la quan &o phoi ngoai ban cong. Néi chinh xac la
cd ay quén cat quan do. Trén duong tir nha ra ga, thay trdi am u, c6 dy nhd ra ban
tin dy bdo thoi tiét va s6 quan do phoi ngoai ban céng. Vay la c6 dy quay veé
nha.”

“Ra vay. Nghe cling hgp ly ddy.” Reiko gat dau than phuc nhung sy nghi
ngo ban dau 1ap tic trd lai. “Suy cho cung thi suy ludn cia anh chang c6 y nghia
gi hét. BGi nan nhan bi sat hai khi vé nha hay bi sat hai khi quay vé nha dé cat
quan o cting nhu nhau ca théi.”

“Tiéc la khong phai vdy. Viéc nay con lién quan dén déi bot ctia nan nhan

nira.”

“Nghia la sao?”

“Xin tiéu thw hdy dat minh vao hoan cdnh cta nan nhan. Gia st tiéu thw di
bot dé di ra ngoai, gitta dwong, swc nhd ra minh quén chwa cat quan ao, tiéu thw
vo0i va quay veé. Khi budc vao nha, tiéu thu sé lam gi?”

“Chuyén d6 thi rd nhw ban ngay r6i. Toi sé goi anh Kageyama va ra 1énh
cho anh di cat quan 4o.”

“A...” Kageyama 4p ting r6i dung dau ngén tay xua xua am chi anh chi
kham phuc mot phan, “Pung r6i. Tiéu thw sé lam vdy. Nhung c6 Yoshimoto
Hitomi lai khong c6 quan gia nhu t6i. Tiéu thw nghi c6 dy sé lam gi?”

“Con biét lam gi nita. C6 ay sé cdi bot, vao nha, ra ban céng va cat quan 4o.
Chi c6 thé lam thé thoi.”
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Nhung Kageyama cham rai lac dau.

“Pung la c6 rat nhiéu nguwoi sé lam thé. Nhung ciing khong it ngudi chon
cach khac vi cho rang cach lam d6 khéng hiéu qud. Xét vé mat nao do, cach lam
nay hoi xa voi vdi tiéu thw nén tiéu thw khéng hinh dung dwgc cling phai thoi.”

“Xa voi v6i toi?” Pung la Reiko chwa hinh dung ra dugc. “Cach gi co?”

“Rat don gian. Trwdc hét, c6 dy sé dé nguyén bot va bo vao nha. Dung ban
tay va dau goi dé do co thé, c6 dy di chuyén bon chan giong nhw loai cho, cha y
khong dé gét giay cham vao san nha. Néu phai bo cd mot quang xa sé rat mét
nhung day chi la can hd mot phong. Cach lam nay tat nhién trong khong dugc
dep mat nhuwng c6 ay song mot minh. Sao ciing dwgc, mién la khong phai cdi bot.
Tiéu thw cling no6i la viéc di bot va thao bot rat mat thoi gian nén cach nay ding la
nhat ctt lwvdng tién. Nhiéu kha nang, Yoshimoto Hitomi khong muon phi thoi gian
vao viéc cdi bot nén da chon cach nay. Co6 ay bo qua hanh lang, di vao can phong
lat san go giong nhw mot chu chd, trong khi van mang bot.”

“Vay Yoshimoto Hitomi da ty minh di vao can phong lat san g6. Khong phai
duoc khiéng vao dé sau khi bi sat hai.”

“Vang, khong phai bi giét xong roi dwgc khiéng vao dé. Yoshimoto Hitomi
tw di vao va dot nhién bi mot ngwdi dang c6 mat trong phong siét co6 dén chét.
Han la c6 ay bat ngo lam. Chac chan khéng cé ai & nha, thé ma lai c6 nguoi.
Nhung Iic d6 c6 dy dang bo nén khong chong cy dwge. Co ay bi giét rat nhe
nhang, chang kip kéu tiéng nao. Thé nén mdi xdy ra tinh huoéng ky la, c6 ay bi
giét ¢ trong nha khi chan van mang bét.”

“Ra thé.” Reiko hd hoc mom tredc suy luan ciia Kageyama. Bao sao ma anh
ta ddm goi con gai cua 6ng chu la do6 ngoc. Tuy rat buc nhung Reiko bude phai
tan thanh suy ludn cua Kageyama. “Nhung ta van chuwa biét hung thu la ai. Anh
cling chwa biét diung khong?”

“Khong dau, néu suy luan cua toi dung thi ching ta gan nhw biét duwgc hung
tha r6i. Xin phép tiéu thuw cho toi dugc trinh bay. Yoshimoto Hitomi rdi nha dugc
vai phut thi quay vé. Trong vai phit d6, hung tha da lén vao can hé 304. Bén day
tiéu the nam duwgc chua?”

“Pwoc roi.”
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“Nhung khoa ctia can ho la loai chéng trdm doi méi nhat. Khong phai la loai
dé may ké rinh rap vé van co thé pha dugc trong vai phut.”

“Anh no6i ding. Khong thé c6 chuyén hung tht pha khoéa roi dot nhap vao
nha dugc.”

“Cé thé Yoshimoto Hitomi da quén khoa ctra. Nhung theo tiéu thw ké thi kha
nang do rat thap. Yoshimoto Hitomi la nguwdi can trong ctra gid hon han ngudi
khac nén khéng bao gid cé chuyén quén khéa cira. Nhan chitng dau tién, co
Sugimura Eri da khang dinh nhu vay.”

“Pirng r6i. Chac chan Yoshimoto Hitomi da khoa ctra.”

“Thé ma hung thu van dé dang dot nhap vao nha chi trong vai phat. T day
ta rat ra dwgc mot két luan. Thu pham c6 chia khoéa can ho 304.”

“Chia khéa.” Vira nghe thdy tir nay, lap tic trong dau Reiko hién 1én mot
nhan vat. Nguoi tirng trao doi chia khéa nha véi Yoshimoto Hitomi. “Tashiro
Yuya. Anh ta la hung tha v? Khong thé dau Kageyama a. Anh ta c6 bang chitng
ngoai pham virng chac lam day.”

“Vang. Khong phai la Tashiro Yuya.”

“Vay la chi nha Kawahara Kensaku? Anh ta dwong nhién c6 chia khéa ro6i.”

“Nhung sau khi gap Yoshimoto Hitomi & cho thung thw, Kawahara Kensaku
quay vé nha minh luon. Piéu nay da cé nguwdi ban hoa qua xac nhan. Kawahara
Kensaku khong thé dot nhap vao nha Yoshimoto Hitomi truéc khi c6 ay vé roi
tan cong c6 ay dugc.”

“Tom lai la sao? Hung thu la ngwoi co chia khéa can hg. Nhung hai nguoi
c6 chia khéa can hd déu khong c6 co hoi ra tay hanh dong. Vay thi chang con ai
dang nghi nita.”

“Khong, thwa tiéu thw, con mot nghi pham nita. Mot nguwdi c6 kha nang st
dung chia khoéa. Chinh nguwoi do da giét Yoshimoto Hitomi.”

Giong diéu chac nich ctia Kageyama khién Reiko cang thém sot rudt.

“Ngudi dé la ai? T6i khong biét nguwdi do a?”

“Co, tiéu thu c6 biét ngudi do. Noi chinh xac la tiéu thw biét doi giay cua
nguoi do.”
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“Giéy?”

“Tiéu thuv quén roi sao? Khi dén nha Tashiro Yuya, tiéu thw da trong thay
mot déi giay nit ¢ thém civa.”

Reiko nhd lai lic dén can ho cta Tashiro Yuya. Giita mot dong giay dép dan
ong 16n xon, c6 mot ddi gidy kiéu Au sang trong nim lac 16ng.

“M0ot doi cao g6t mau trang.” Reiko hét 1én. “D6 la do6i giay caa hung tha!?”

“Vang.” Kageyama binh tinh dap. “DPung nhuw tiéu thuw dang nghi, co gai di
do6i giay cao got mau trang chinh la nguwdi yéu méi cta Tashiro Yuya. La ngudi
yéu, co ta c6 thé dé dang vao nha anh ta. Tic la khi Tashiro Yuya khong c6 nha,
6 ta hoan toan c6 thé stt dung chia khéa can ho 304 ma anh ta dang gii.”

“Phai r6i. T6i thit By, Tashiro Yuya di cau ca nén khéng c6 nha! Co6 gai di
giay mau trang c6 thé thodi mai dung chia khéa dé.”

“Vang. Tw doan nay tré di, tri twédng twong cda t6i hoi 1on x0n, xin tiéu thw
hdy lang nghe. Hung thu... vi chwa biét tén nén ta tam goi la C6 gai di giay mau
trang.”

“Co gai di giay mau trang, goi la Giay Trang nhé?”

“Nguoi yéu mdi ctia Tashiro Yuya — Giay Trang — tinh co phat hién ra chiéc
chia khéa anh ta bi mat cét gitt. Tat nhién c6 ta khong biét do la chia khoa nha ai.
Nhung phu nit tinh 1ldm. Ngay khi thay chiéc chia khéa, c6 ta nghi ngd Tashiro
Yuya dang lén hen ho v&i co6 gai khac va day chinh la chia khéa nha cua co gai
kia. Puong nhién Giay Trang mudn truy tim tung tich ngudi dang hen ho véi
nguwoi yéu minh. Toi khong chac 1a 6 ta da biét tw tredc hay do thu thap duoc
thong tin, nhwng tém lai, c6 ta nghi c6 gai do6 tén la Yoshimoto Hitomi. Lam thé
nao dé biét Yoshimoto Hitomi va Tashiro Yuya c6 hen ho véi nhau hay khéng?
Co6 mot cach kha hay. D6 1a tranh tha lic Tashiro Yuya vang nha, co ta sé dem
chia khoa anh ta dang giit t6i tra thit vao 6 khéa nha Yoshimoto Hitomi, néu tra
vita, chitng t6 hai nguwdi c6 quan hé. Va Giay Trang da bién suy nghi nay thanh
hanh dong.”

“Hanh dong xdy ra hom thue Bay?”

“Vang. Sau khi chd Tashiro Yuya ra khéi nha dé di cau ca, Giay Trang dem
theo chia khoa t6i can ho ctia Yoshimoto Hitomi. C6 ta do xe bén duwdng, quan sat
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can ho cua Yoshimoto, cho tdi lac Yoshimoto ra khoi nha. Co ta khong dam tra
the khi trong nha cé nguwdi. Thoi gian tréi qua, dén 6 gio t6i, cubi cung
Yoshimoto Hitomi ciing ra khoi nha. Lap tirc Giay Trang cam chia khoa, tién vé
phia khu nha. C6 ta ding truedc ctra phong 304, tra chia khéa vao 6. Pwong nhién
la cta mé. Vay la Giay Trang da thanh cong trong viéc truy tim ngudi tinh cta
nguoi yeu.”

“Muc tieu da hoan thanh. Nhung sau do...”

“Vang. Néu cb ta ding ¢ day thi an mang da khong xay ra. Giay Trang dinh
ninh rang Yoshimoto Hitomi con lau md&i vé nén da ty tién vao nha. Co thé co ta
t0 mo muon biét xem ngudi tinh ctia nguwdi yéu minh séng thé nao hodc co ta
muon tim bang chitng ngoai tinh. Nhung bat ngd c6 chuyén xdy ra.”

“Yoshimoto Hitomi quay vé. Pé cat quan 4o.”

“Pang dot nhap vao nha ngwoi khac thi chi nha quay vé. Riéng chuyén nay
théi cling du khién Giay Trang hodng loan. Co ta sé bi coi la an trdm. Hon nita,
chu nha nay lai 1a ngudi tinh cda ngwdi yéu. Con gi nhuc nha hon khi bi bat qua
tang trong hoan canh nay. Chuyén tinh v&i Tashiro Yuya sé tan thanh may khoi.
Chuwra ké viéc nay sé anh hwdng dén dia vi ctia c6 ta, tat nhién la trwong hop o ta
c6 dia vi. Giay Trang tim cach dé thoat khoi tinh thé nguy nan. Nhung trong can
ho mét phong ngt chang c6 cho nao dé tron. Pang chwa biét lam thé nao thi trude
mat cO ta hién 1én mot canh twgng bat ngd. Yoshimoto Hitomi dang bo vao trong
phong, chan van di bot. Trudc tinh trang hé hénh cua Yoshimoto Hitomi, chang
c6 gi la néu Giay Trang nghi ngay tdi bién phap cap bach la st dung bao luc.”

“Nghia la chon cach ra don tredc khi bi doi phwong bat gap va hé hoan.”

“Giay Trang nhat sgi day gan d6. Chac bay gio c6 san mot sgi day ni long
budc bao canh gia dé bao. Co ta tdn cong Yoshimoto Hitomi nhw thé bi ma lam.
Pay la hanh dong khong c6 trong du tru nén khong r6 la co ta c6 c6 y giét nguai
hay khong. Cé 1é sy ghen tudng da tiép thém sitc manh nén két cuc la Giay Trang
da siét co6 Yoshimoto Hitomi dén chét. Vu viéc c6 thé tam thoi tom lwge nhw

»

vay.

Trinh bay xong, quan gia Kageyama quay vé phia Reiko, nét mdt van binh
than, “Tiéu thw thay sao?”
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“A, ding r6i. Suy lun ctia anh kha day. Hung thu c6 18 1 c6 géi di gidy mau
trang.”

No6i ding ra thi suy luan ctia Kageyama khong phai la kha. Péi véi Reiko,
no6 gan nhu la hoan hdo. Ca dong co lan hanh dong cua hung tha chac chan ding
nhr Kageyama noéi. Nhung gio ma cong nhan luén thi khong hay lam nén Reiko
c6 gang hoi thém hai, ba cau nira.

“Khong phat hién ra dau van tay la & hién treong. Hung thu di gang tay a?”

“Ban than viéc ty tién m& ctra nha ngwdi khac da la pham phép réi. Vi vay,
ngay ti lic tra chia khéa vao 6 khoa can hé 304, hung thu da di gang tay deé
phong. Két qua la ngay ca lic giét nguwoi, hung tha cling khong dé lai dau van

»

tay.

“Khi Yoshimoto Hitomi vao nha, chac chan & thém nha phdi c6 giay caa
hung thu. Lé nao Yoshimoto Hitomi khong phat hién ra?”

“Theo 10i tiéu thw thi phong ctia Yoshimoto Hitomi rat bira bon. Thém nha
chac cling thé. Do do, du c6 giay cta nguoi khac thi c6 ay cling khong nhan ra

»

dau.

Kageyama da chuan bj day da cac cau tra 16i dap &ng cac cau hdi cta Reiko.

“T6i hiéu roi.” Reiko gat dau that manh, “Con mot cau cudi cung”. Nhw dé
két thiic budi tro chuyén to6i nay, Reiko quyét dinh hoi thang Kageyama thac mac
tir ban ndy, “Anh la ai ma c6 kha nang suy luan gioi thé? Tai sao anh lai di lam
quan gia?”

Quan gia Kageyama khé day chiéc kinh gong bac va tra 16i v6i guwong mat
vo cung thanh that, “That ra t6i mudn tré thanh cau thu béong chay hodc tham ti
chuyén nghiép.”

Do dau phai l1a cau trd 16i? Loi dap cua Kageyama chi khién Reiko thém buc
bdi.
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Cau chuyén thit hai:
Néu trong rugu cé doc?

1

Khi Hosho Reiko tinh day, chiéc dong ho analog dat canh giwong chi chwa
t6i 7 gio. Co ty ngwdng mo ban than vi da day s6m hon thwong 1€ nhitng 30 phuit.
Du gi thi viéc ti ddy ma khong can dén bao thitc cling la mot ky tich. Moi khi,
madc cho chudng béo thitc reo, Reiko van khong chiu dday hodc day xong thi lai
ngu tiép. Cac budbi sang gan day van thuong ldp lai canh Reiko chi day khi
Kageyama dén g6 ctra vi sap mudn gio lam. Nguoi c6 tén Kageyama vira nhac
trén day la mot trong rat nhiéu ngwoi lam tai dinh thw Hosho. Méi ngoai 30
nhung anh ta lai ddm nhiém mot cong viéc kha kho khan la quan gia kiém lai xe,
chwa ké con kiém luon chitc nang bao thitc cho Reiko nita. Khé ma tim dugc
nguwoi nhw vay ngoai dinh thy Hosho.

“Pugc hom day s6m, phai khoe ngay vGi Kageyama thoi.”

Mang mong wéc gian di dé trong long, Reiko budc ra khoi phong ngu vai
chiéc do choang méng khoac bén ngoai.

Gio dang la mua xuan. Nhung budi sang thang Tw troi van lanh. Khong khi
lanh ngoai hanh lang khién Reiko tinh ca ngu. May qu4, Kageyama dang c6 mat
¢ hanh lang. Mé&i sang ra ma anh ta da mac bd vest t6i mau, deo thém cap kinh
ram nita thi tréng chang khac gi mot tay cém. Thuc té€ thi Kageyama lai thich
dung cdp kinh gong bac 16i thai, vi vay trong anh ta lai kha tri thitc. Thay Reiko,
nguoi quan gia 1é phép cui gap nguoi.

“Chao tiéu thw. T6i qua tiéu thw nga ngon khong?”

“Co. To6i thay ngt ngon hon moi khi.”

“T6t qua.” Nguwoi quan gia gat dau, nét mat khong hé bién sac, anh ta khé
day gong kinh Ién r6i hoi Reiko mot cau rat la, “Thua tiéu thw, dém qua tiéu thw
c6 thay bat tién gi khong?”

“T6i chang thdy bat tién gi. Sao co?”
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“Cé bao mua xuan. Do sét danh nén dém qua mat dién khodng 1 tiéng 42
phut.”

“0, thé ma toi khong biét.” Mat dién ltic nita dém ma anh ta biét 16 dén tirng
phtt. “Sao anh biét ro thé?”

“Vang. Tai canh giwong cua t6i c6 dat mot chiéc dong ho analog chay bang
dién.”

“Canh giwong to6i cling c6 mot chiéc giong thé.”

“Sang nay khi tinh day, t6i thay dong ho bi cham 1 tiéng 42 phut.”

“Vay a? Nghia la thoi gian mat dién ciing la thoi gian dong ho ngting chay.”
Sau khi gat gu t6 y than phuc, chot mat Reiko nghiém lai, ti€p theo 1a mot khoang
lang kéo dai “...” R6i cO x0ng tGi, dung hai tay tém lay ca vat ctia Kageyama,
xoay nguoi anh ta ddy sam vao twong. “Kageyama, trd 10i t6i ngay, bay gio la 7
gio dung khong?”

“Da, bay gio khong phai la 7 gio.” Kageyama bu6n rau cup mat xuéng. “Co
1& da qua 8 gid 45 phtt r6i.”

“Ha, 8 gio 45 phut!” Pay la gid ma ni* sinh cap III trong truyén tranh
thuong lao ra khéi nha véi miéng banh mi gam dé trong miéng. Khong biét la
may hay rui khi Reiko khong con la nit sinh cap III. Vao lic 8 gio 45 phut, ¢o
dang & nha, trén ngwoi van mac do nga. Nguy roi. Khong duge chan chir gidy nao
nita. Truedc tinh thé nguy nan, Reiko van dung hét tri 6c ciing nhu dac quyén cta
ké o tién, ra 1énh cho nguwdi quan gia dirng trréc mat.

“Kageyama, danh ngay xe Limousine ra truGc cta doi toi.”

Hosho Reiko la con gai duy nhat ctia 6ng Hosho Seitaro chu tich tdp doan
Hosho noi tiéng thé gidi & cac linh v tai chinh, dién t&, dwgc pham va xuat ban
pham trinh thdm. Pwgc nudi day nhw mot tiéu thw 1a ngoc canh vang, t6t nghiép
loai ru mét treong dai hoc danh tiéng, Reiko la mot tiéu thu ding nghia song
trong nhung lua. Nhung c6 tiéu thw do da tré thanh mot c6 gai thé nay day. Co
khong cam chiu lam bup bé trong long kinh cling nhuw hoc dé tré thanh mot ngudi
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vo dam nhu wéc nguyén cia cha. Lai cang khong an phan ng6i choi tai mot trong
nhitng cong ty thudc tap doan Hosho. Co chon lam mot vién chic nha nwéc kho
khan: trd thanh canh sat.

Hosho Reiko hién la diéu tra vién tré tuoi thudc S@ Canh sat Kunitachi, quan
Tama, Tokyo.

Chi mot vai lanh dao trong S& biét Reiko la con gai cia Hosho Seitaro.
Nhitng dong nghiép khac nghi c6 1a mot diéu tra vién tré trung, xinh dep gidng
nhw cac diéu tra vién binh thuong khac (thi diung la thé). Do do, c6 sé khong
dugc cham chuwdc néu di lam muon.

“Nhanh 1én Kageyama! Anh c¢ phong hét toc do cho phép di!”

Truyén dat cau ménh lénh c6 phan qua quat cho Kageyama xong, Reiko
nhanh chéng tan dung khodng khong gian rong rai cua chiéc Limousine dé thay
bd d6 ngh sang quan 4o céng sd. Mot bo vest sang trong ma tao nhd, tinh té€ ma
tién dung, rat hgp véi nhitng phu nit nang né. Reiko da mua mau thiét ké gigi han
sO lwgng nay cda thwong hiéu Burberry tai Ginza véi gia vai tram nghin yén.
Nhung c6 néi v6i cac dong nghiép rang bo nay dwgc mua & ctia hang Marui
Kokubunji v&i gia ba chuc nghin yén. Bong nghiép nam ctia ¢6 von mu tit vé
hang hiéu nén chang ai nghi ngo gi.

Thay quan 4o xong la dén cong doan budc téc. V&i con gai, toc dai la bau
vat, nhung ¢ S& thi viéc Reiko nudi toc dai 1a hoi trdi quy dinh, vi thé khi lam
viéc, Reiko ludon budc téc gian di ra dang sau. Co c6 gang tao vé chitng chac nhat
c6 thé bai khong muon mai téc mém mugt, thom tho cia minh khoi day cam giac
t0i 16i & canh dan ong.

Néu khong coi chiéc dong ho RADO Integral Jubilé (loai dong ho deo tay
cao cap) la trang sttc thi Reiko khong bao gio deo trang sic khi di lam. Tuy
nhién, bat dau ti* hom nay Reiko quyét dinh sé deo thém mot thit tam goi la trang
sttc. Reiko 14y thit d6 tir chiéc hop dang cam trén tay r6i gio ra tredc mat.

Mot cap kinh hiéu Armani, loai khéng so6. Pai dé 1a mét cap kinh tao dang.
Gong kinh mau den, géc canh. Nguoi ban hang noéi kiéu gong goéc canh tao duwgc
phong cach chitng chac va sanh diéu, khéng biét c6 that khong. Reiko e de deo
thit va quan sat phan *ng ctia nguoi tai xé qua gwong chiéu hau.

“... Anh thay thé nao, Kageyama?”
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Nguoi quan gia thoang chit ngac nhién, chiéc Limousine chao ddo trong
khoang mot giay.

“Cé chuyén gi vay thua tiéu thu? Gi chit riéng mat cua tiéu thue van tot ma?”

“Tao dang, kinh tao dang thoi. T6i mudn thay doi khong khi. Lam diéu tra
vién cling nén trong tri thirc mot chat...”

Reiko c6 ly do dé ty nhién chuyén sang deo kinh. Gan day c6 mot ké tho 16
dam goi 6 la “do ngdc”, mac du phai thita nhan anh ta c6 6c phan doan tot, co
diéu, cach néi nang hoi ngao man. Chi can nghe Reiko miéu ta lai st vu hoc buia
la anh ta gidi quyét dugc ngon lanh. Trén cai miii vénh vao cta anh ta cling dang
hién dién mot cap kinh rat pho trwong. T bay tré di, Reiko ludn nghi rang kinh
va vé tri thitc it nhiéu cé sy lién quan. Ma théi, chuyén do tam gac lai da.

“Cé phai ban ndy anh néi gi cht riéng mat cua t6i van tot dang khong?”

“Pau co. Tiéu thv nghe nham chang?” Kageyama t6 vé vo toi, duva tay day
gong kinh lén. “Du sao t6i cling thay cap kinh rat hgp vdi tiéu thw. Trong tiéu thw
xinh lam.”

“Cau do6 nghe nham qua, t6i chang thay vui gi cd. Anh c6 cam twéng gi khac
khong?”

“Tao hinh ctia tiéu thu trung véi toi roi...”

“Thi da sao!” Ct¢ lam nhw moi anh deo kinh khong bang. “Théi, t6i bé kinh
ra day. Trong c6 vé khong hgp.”

“Ngay ca tén t0i pham hung bao nhat ciing sé phai quy géi thu t6i trwdc tiéu
thw.”

“Nghia la trong hap dan!? Anh an néi vong vo gém.”

“T6i xin 16i. Von tir tam thwong cda t6i khong thé dién ta dwgc sy hdp dan
dac biét cda tiéu thw. Mong tiéu thu thit 16i.”

“O1” Nghe cau nay vui ddy. Nhét 1a cum “su hdp dan dic biét”. “Puogc, t6i
tha thit cho anh.”

Ngbi & ghé 14i, Kageyama khé théd dai chung hirng. Pung lic dé, dién thoai
di dong cua Reiko d6 chuong. Reiko vira bam mady tra 10i thi da nghe thay tiéng
dau day bén kia, “O, chao c6 nuong.”
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Chi thé théi cling du biét dau kia la ai. Thanh tra Kazamatsuri. Vi thanh tra
tré tudi cua S& Canh sat Kunitachi, sép cia Reiko. “C6 dang & dau, lam gi thé?”

Tat nhién Reiko khong thé tra 10i rang minh dang & trong xe Limousine, vira
thay xong quan 4o dwgc. Co dang chwa biét trd 16i sao thi thanh tra Kazamatsuri
da tudn ra mot trang.

“Thoi duwgc roi. Co6 Hosho nay, m@i xdy ra mot vu an tai Bénh vién Thu y
Wakabayashi nam trén dwong Asahi, khu 2, phia Bong thanh pho Kunitachi. Cé
tin bao phat hién thay ong giam doc bénh vién chét tai phong riéng! Co biét Bénh
vién Thu y Wakabayashi roi chit. Bén thang d6 luén nhé. T6i ciling dén luon day.”

Ha? Pén thang hién trudng bang xe nay a! “Vang, toi hiéu ro6i.”

Noi chuyén dién thoai xong, Reiko lap tic ra l1énh cho Kageyama, “Pua toi
dén Bénh vién Thu y Wakabayashi”. Hinh dung ra canh minh ngo6i trong chiéc
Limousine gitta hién treong day xe canh sat va dam dong dan thuong, Reiko
khong khoi lo sg. “Ma thoi, khi nao cach bénh vién 100m thi anh cho t6i xudng.
T6i sé di bo vao.”

“Vang.” Kageyama bé ngoat tay lai, chuyén huwéng chiéc Limousine.

Ga Kunitachi noi tiéng véi ba con dwong téa di ba hwdng chinh tinh tir cho
vong xoay tredc ctra ga, tuy nhién chi cé Pai 16 Pai hoc nam giita la thye sy noi
tiéng. Hai con duong con lai thwong dugc goi ndm na la “dwong chéch vé bén
trai” va “dwong chéch vé bén phai”. Buong Asahi la duong chéch vé bén trai.
(Puong chéch vé bén phai la dwong Fujimi).

Tam bién cua Bénh vién Thu y Wakabayashi hién ra ngay truedc civa hang
tién 1gi nam cudi con dwong Asahi. Bung nhw Reiko doan, trirdc ctra bénh vién
dong nghit xe canh sat va dam dong hiéu ky. Hoan toan khong c6 chu y, Reiko
dwa mat tim chiéc Jaguar mau bac anh kim. Jaguar — dong xe wa thich ctaa thanh
tra Kazamatsuri — la thit dé dap vao mat tai hién truong an mang xady ra &
Kunitachi. Thanh tra Kazamatsun khong di xe san xuat trong nuéc. Ly do la
“trong ré tién”. Diéu nay mau thuan véi viéc anh ta la quy t cta hang
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Kazamatsuri Motors — m6t hang chuyén san xuat loai xe ré tién. Chuyén dé sé
noi sau vi hién tai Reiko khong nhin thay bong dang chiéc Jaguar dau.

La nhi. Chang nhé thanh tra lai chwa t&i! Reiko nghiéng dau tw hoi, nhung
ngay khi c6 vira khom nguwdi, chuan bi chui qua dai phan cach tai hién truong thi
xem kia!

Pap vao mat Reiko la mdt vat thé bi hiém, sang 1ap lanh dwdi anh nang. Vat
thé gao 11, lao vun vit vé phia c6. Chang can noéi cling biét vat thé dé chinh la
chiéc Jaguar mau bac do thanh tra Kazamatsuri diéu khién. Chiéc Jaguar lao dén
v6i van toc nhw muon dam thang vao Reiko, nhuwng khi dén treeéc mat 6, né lac
manh dudi réi phanh kit lai. Cira xe bat mé@, thanh tra Kazamatsuri xuat hién vai
chiéc banh mi gam dé&, vay mot tay chao Reiko, “A ¢6 Hosho, chao ¢6.”

“...” Anh la nir sinh cap III trong truyén tranh ddy a! Reiko muon néi vay
lam nhung da kip kim lai, than trong Iwa chon ti* ngit cia mot nhan vién cap
dudi. “Coé chuyén gi vay thua thanh tra?”

“Chuyén dai 1am.” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri cho n6t miéng banh can d& vao
miéng r6i tiép tuc, “Pau giwong td6i c6 maot cai dong ho analog chay dién.”

“A, toi hiéu roi. Thanh tra khong can ké dau.” Cau tra 10i caa Reiko khién
thanh tra chung hitng mat ba gidy, co lanh lung quay di. “Ching ta mau vao xem
hién truvong thoi.”

“Nay, co héi toi ‘c6 chuyén gi’ xong lai bdo la ‘khéng cau ké dau’, nguoi
dau ma bat lich sy thé! T6i cling mudn héi c6 mot chuyén day. Céi kinh kia la thé
nao? Ai d6 mudn c6 deo kinh a? Cha, khong phai t6i khong thich ngudi dep deo
kinh, nhvng ma c6 Hosho a...”

Chao 6i, buc minh qua. Ai dé thich t6i deo kinh a, tat nhién la khong roi!

B6 thanh tra lai dang sau, Reiko giam manh chan, chui qua dai phan cach.
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Hién truong vu an la can phong trén tang 2 cta dinh thy Wakabayashi nam
sat Bénh vién Thu y. Nguoi dan ong ludng tudi, chét trong tu thé bi nga tir trén
ghé dat canh ctia s6 trong phong riéng. Mot canh sat tién lai phia thanh tra
Kazamatsuri, trinh bay su viéc.

“Nguoi chét 1a Wakabayashi Tatsuo, 62 tudi. Nhan chitng dau tién phat hién
vu viéc la ngudi gidp viéc trong gia dinh. Mai khéng thady ong chi Wakabayashi
Tatsuo day, chi ta thay la lién 1én phong ngti xem va phat hién ra canh twgng
nay.”

Reiko nhanh chéng quan sat hién trdng, anh mat c6 1ap lanh sau cap kinh
khong so.

Ong Wakabayashi Tatsuo trong kha thoai mai v6i bo dd ngt c6 4o khodc
moéng bén ngoai. Tuy nhién mdt 6ng rum r6, cho thay rd trang thai dau dén lic
lam chung. Theo quan sat, nan nhan khéng c6 vét thwong ngoai, cling khong thay
cO mau.

Cach canh tay phai ctia 6ng chirng 10 cm, mot ly rwou hinh hoa tulip nam
lan 16c. Ly rugu trong tron, nhung cd mang tham 16n quanh ly rwgu loang 16 vét
rwogu do. Trudc cai ghé dugc cho la 6ng Wakabayashi Tatsuo da ngoi c6 mot
chiéc ban nho, trén ban c6 chiéc khay dat chai vang do6 da md nap. Chai rugu van
con khoang 80%. Trén khay, ngoai chai rugu con c6 nut chai, dung cu mé nut
chai hinh chit T, tem dan miéng chai bi vo tron lai.

“C6 nhin di Hosho,” thanh tra Kazamatsuri hét 1én. “Ong Wakabayashi
Tatsuo da udng rugu treée khi di nga.”

“... Vang.” Noi nhitng diéu ai ciing biét vGi giong nhu thé chi riéng minh
phat hién ra la s& trvong cta thanh tra Kazamatsuri. Néu lan nao cling can nhan
thi khong thé lam viéc dwdi quyén anh ta. “O, cdi gi day?”

Reiko chi vao thit duy nhét c6 vé khong an nhap vdi nhitng thit khac trén
khay. D6 1la mdt lg thay tinh nhé mau nadu thwdong thay tai cdc phong kham bénh
vién. Lo khong dan nhan. Bén trong rong. Tuy nhién, quan sat thi thady van con
sO6t mot chut chat 16ng bén trong. Thudc doc chang? Reiko nghi dén do thi...
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“Co khong nhin ra hd Hosho?” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri hoi va béi thém cau
gidi thich ma ai cling biét, “Chac la thuéc doc roi. Xét tinh hinh nay thi khong
nham dau.”

Nhin hién treong ciing dua biét 6ng Wakabayashi Tatsuo udng phai thi c6
doc, can gi anh phdi n6i. Két qua cta bén kham nghiém va bén nhan dang vira
dwgc tién hanh ciing khang dinh diéu nay.

Két qud kham nghiém cho thay nguyén nhan t* vong la do chat xyanua.
Khong c6 vét thuvong ngoai cling nhw khéng cé dau hiéu vat 1on. Thoi diém ti
vong dugc cho la khoang 1 gio sang.

Két qua phan tich ctia bén nhan dang cho thay khong c6 doc chat trong chai
rwou, tuy nhién lai cé chat xyanua trong chat 1dng dinh trén tham trai san. Ngoai
ra, chat 1ong sét lai trong chiéc lo mau nau ciing duwgc cho la xyanua. Trén chai
revou, ly rwgu, lo thay tinh mau nau déu cdé dau van tay ctia nan nhan
Wakabayashi Tatsuo nhung khéng c6 dau van tay ctia ngudi khac.

Vai nguon tin bao cho biét sang nay c6 mot chiéc Limousine dang ngo xuat
hién gan hién trueong, Reiko la nguwai biét rd nhat chuyén nay chang lién quan t6i
vu an...

“Ra la thé, ra la thé,” thanh tra Kazamatsuri sung suwéng gat gu roi quay sang
Reiko, “Co6 nghi sao ha Hosho?”

Ngay khi méi quan sat hién trwong, Reiko da cé an twgng rang day mot vu
ty ti thwong gap & nhitng ngwoi bat dau budc sang tudi xé chiéu hon la mot vu
giét nguwoi tan doc. Reiko dang chuan bi noéi ra diéu nay thi...

“Theo t6i, 6ng Wakabayashi Tatsuo da ty sat.” R6t cudc thi ngay tw dau
thanh tra Kazamatsuri da chang muén nghe y kién ctia nguwoi khac (da vay, y kién
cta anh ta con giong hét Reiko). “Nhiéu kha nang 6ng Wakabayashi Tatsuo da do
chét xyanua trong lo thuy tinh vao ly rwgu va uéng can mot hoi. Chat xyanua
chéc chan dwgc lay ti ta thudc cta bénh vién. La gidm doc bénh vién nén chuyén
nay qua don gian véi ong ay.”

“0”. Y kién cta Reiko ciing gan giong vay nén c6 ching budn phan doi.
“Putng nhu thanh tra n6i. Gia cé thém bén di chic thi chang léch di dau dwoc.”
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“Hirm, khong tim thdy di chic. Nhung cling c6 khong it nguwdi tw sat ma
khong dé lai di chic ddy. Nao, di hoi chuyén nhitng ngwdi con lai trong gia dinh
thoi.”

Co6 vé nhu thanh tra Kazamatsuri da di dén két luan 80% rang ong
Wakabayashi Tatsuo ty sat. Nghia la rat c6 thé day khong phai la mot vu tu sat,
Reiko bat dau nghi theo hwdng do.

Cac thanh vién trong gia dinh Wakabayashi dwgc tap trung tai phong khach
16n. Thanh tra Kazamatsuri va Hosho vira buwéc vao gitta bon ho thi mot nguoi
dan 6ng luong tudi nom kha giong ong Wakabayashi Tatsuo bat ngd 1én tiéng,
“Thwa diéu tra vién, anh t6i chét do tu sat phai khong?”

Tén ong ta 1a Wakabayashi Teruo. Ong kém ngudi anh trai vita qua doi mot
tudi, nghia 1a da hon sau muoi. Ong 1a bac si thii y. Ong diéu hanh Bénh vién Thi
y Wakabayashi ciing anh trai Tasuo — gidm déc bénh vién. Ong ton the chii nghia
doc than, hién dang séng mdt minh tai can hd thué gan tw gia Wakabayashi.
Nhung dém qua 6ng ngu lai day, két qua la da c6 mat tai su kién chan dong xay
ra vao buoi sang.

Ong Teruo ngdi thu minh trong chiéc sofa don, tay phai van vé chiéc tau
thudc kiéu co6 dién, loai thdm t&* Sherlock Holmes wa dung. Cé vé ong dang rat
muon hit nhung phai kiém ché ghé gém.

“Gi0 chua thé két luan la tw sat duwoc.”

Tam gac suy nghi cta ban than sang mot bén, thanh tra Kazamatsuri than
trong né tranh cau hoi cuaa ong Teruo.

“Khong phdi ty sat, vay thanh tra cho rang day la &n mang?”

Nguwoi vira tham gia cau chuyén la con trai ca cia ong Tatsuo, anh
Wakabayashi Keiichi dang ngo6i ¢ ghé sofa doi. Keiichi 36 tudi. Keiichi da c6 vg
va mot con, cling hanh nghé bac si nhung khong phai bac si thi y ma la bac si
chita bénh cho ngudi. Hién anh dang lam tai mot bénh vién da khoa trong thanh
pho, chuyén khoa ndi.
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“T6i khong noéi la an mang. Hién tai, toi chi c6 thé no6i khong loai triv kha
nang day la mot vu giét nguoi.”

“0, anh diéu tra vién néi nghe so qua. Trong nha nay khong ai ghét bé t6i

»

dau.

Chi Harue — vg ctia Keiichi — cat giong sac lanh nhu thé muén ung ho nguoi
chong ngoi bén canh. Chi Harue 37 tu6i, 16n hon chéng mot tudi. Hai nguwdi quen
nhau khi chi dang lam y ta tai bénh vién noi anh Keiichi lam viéc.

“O thwa chi, t6i c6 néi ngwdi nao trong gia dinh sat hai 6ng Tatsuo dau. Hay
chi c6 ggi y nao khac?”

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri dwa mat nhin quanh nhw muén khiéu khich tat ca
moi nguwoi. Lap titc cdu thanh nién ding dva lung & géc phong 1én tiéng, giong
bat man, “B0 toi chét la do ty sat ddy. Tat cd moi ngudi c6 mat & day déu biét 1o
diéu do, ding khong moi nguoi?”

Bi héi, vo chong Keiichi va Harue dwa mét nhin nhau ling ting. Ong Teruo
nhan mat, nhac nhd cau thanh nién, “Chéau thoi di Shuji.”

Cau thanh nién c6 tén Shuji la con trai thit hai cia 6ng Tatsuo, nam nay 24
tudi. Cau kém ngwoi anh trai Keiichi dang mot giap. Hién tai, cau song tai day va
theo hoc truong vy.

Tan dung bau khong khi e ngai dang bao trum tat cd moi thanh vién, thanh
tra Kazamatsuri quyét truy dén cung.

“Hinh nhw moi ngudi ¢6 ly do cho rang 6ng Tatsuo ty két lieu cudc doi?
Phai chang t6i qua da c6 chuyén gi gitta moi ngwoi va ong Tatsuo?”

Trudc cau hoi cda thanh tra, vdi tw cach la nguwdi cé tudi, ong Teruo da thay
mat gia dinh trd 10i nhu sau.

“Chuyeén la thé nay, t6i h6m qua, gia dinh ching t6i c6 to6 chitc mot budi goi
la hop mat gia dinh. Budi hop c6 anh trai t6i, toi, chdu Keiichi, chdu Harue va ca
chau Shuji niva.”

“O, hop vi ly do gi thé!?”

“Chuyén nay khé ma dem ké cho ngudi ngoai duge.” Ong Teruo gai gii mai
dau diém bac r6i dua chiéc tau thudc lén miéng nhw muoén gidu di vé nguwong
nging. Ong lay ¥ tiii 40 so mi ra mdt hdp diém nho, cham lita cho chiéc tau biang
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thao tac rat thanh thuc, r6i dng béi réi nhw thé da hoi mudn dé xin phép, “Ay
chét, toi hat thudc co tién khong nhi?”

“Khong sao dau.” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri nhin 6ng Teruo vdi vé chang ban
tam roi bat dau cau chuyén khoe khoang vo duyén, “La nhi, gio van c6 nguai
dung tau... To6i thinh thodng ciing hut xi ga.”

Reiko kin dao dung s6 tay xua di khoi thuoc. Co bi di &ng vGi khoi thuoc.

“Trong toi thé ndy nhung lai 1a mot Sherlockian” day. Tir hoi 60 tudi t6i méi
quyét dinh do6i sang dung tau. Thi nay hay lam. Gan day hau nhw t6i khong dit
ra ndi nita. A, ching ta dang néi chuyén gi nhi?”

“Chuyén vé xi ga.”

“Khong phai, thurra thanh tra. Chuyén vé cudc hop gia dinh.”

“A, phai r6i.” Ong Teruo bé chiéc tau ra khéi miéng roi héi ngwoc lai, “Anh
diéu tra vién nay, anh nghi sao khi anh trai t6i n6i c6 y dinh tai hon.”

“Ong Tatsuo tai hon!? Nhung dng ay da 62 tudi roi co ma.”

“U, nhung ké tir khi v anh 4y 6m va mét mudi ndm trwde, anh dy 1a ngudi
doc than nén lay ai cling chang van dé gi.”

“Thé 6ng Tatsuo muon lay ai?”

“Vang. Chung t6i cling m@i biét thoi, anh trai t6i mudn cudi ngwoi giup viéc
cta gia dinh, c6 Fujishijo Masami. Cudc hop gia dinh t6i hom qua la ban vé
chuyén nay.”

“0, ngudi gitip viéc a? Moi ngudi trong gia dinh déu tan thanh chi?”

“Sao c6 thé tan thanh duwgc.” Ngudoi vira 1én giong buc boi 1a anh con ca,
Keiichi. “B6 t0i bi chi gitp viéc do lira. Anh cit thir nghi ma xem. Liéu c6 ton tai
tinh yéu chan thanh gitta mot nguwdi hon sdu muoi tudéi va mot ngudi ngoai ba
muoi duwge khong? Chang qua bo to6i bi mé hodc bdi tudi tré cta chi Fujishijo
Masami théi. Chi ta lgi dung diéu do, dat miii b6 td6i dé buwdc chan vao nha
Wakabayashi.”

“Nghia la dé hwdng tai san?”

“Puwong nhién. Chi c6 thé 1a thé. Vi chuyén nay ma t6i hom qua t6i da gay
gat véi bo. T6i bao bo tinh lai di, bd dang bi ltra day”.
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Vira noi, Keiichi vira 16i tr tdi 4o nguc ra bao thudc 1a nhau nhi. Anh ta rit
mot diéu dwa 1én miéng, dung chiéc bat Itva loai 100 yén mau xanh 14 cay dé
cham Itta. Tuy nhién, chiéc bat Itra 100 yén chi vang 1én tiéng da Itva kho khéc.

“Chac la hét gas r6i.” Chi vg Harue ngo6i bén canh 1am bam, mat khong biéu
16 cam xuc gl.

“Chét tiét!” Keiichi chwri thé, nhét lai chiéc bat lira 100 yén vao tdi do roi
chia diéu thudc vé phia Shuji dang ding dya vao twong. “Nay, cau cé bat lira
Zippo dang khong? Cho anh muon di.”

“Xem kia, anh kiém dugc tién nhw vay thi cling nén sam mot cai tot tot chit,
lic nao cling dung loai 100 yén do a.”

Shuji néi, dong thoi rut ra chiéc bat ltra Zippo loai dung xang. Pé la chiéc
bat Itta phién ban han ché, trén than cé khac logo cua doi béng chay New York
Yankees. Shuji cham Itta cho Keiichi, tién thé cling chdm luén cho minh mat
diéu.

Reiko lang lang di m& hét cac ctra s6 phong khach. C6 vé nhu ti 1€ nguwdi hait
thudc trong gia dinh Wakabayashi kha cao.

“Ong Tatsuo cam thay thé ndo khi bi moi ngudi phan déi chuyén két hon véi
chi Fujishijo Masami?”

“Anh ay vo cung that vong.” Ong Teruo nha khéi qua chiéc tau, méat lim
dim. “Anh ay nang né lé buwdc vé phong minh. N6i that, t6i cling dau long lam.
Co6 thé co Fujishijo chi nham dén tai sdn ctia gia dinh nhung du sao thi anh t6i
cling c6 cam tinh vdi co ta.”

“Biét lam sao dugc. Chung t6i khuyén bo cling chi vi mu6n t6t cho bd.”

Thay Keiichi néi vay, chi vg ng6i bén canh lién tuc gat dau.

“Pung roi ding roi. Du két qua cé thé nao thi viéc chung t6i lam khong hé
sai.”

“Ai ng0 sy viéc lai ra ndng noi nay.” Shuji 1am bam, miéng nha khoéi thudc
phi phéo, “B6 da lam mat viéc ngéc nghéch.”

Co6 vé nhu tit cd thanh vién trong gia dinh déu nhat tri cho rang ong
Wakabayashi Tatsuo chét la do ty sat. Khong mot ai c6 y phan bac. Thém nita, du
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ai cling mang bo mat rau ri nhung 1o rang la chang ai dau buon tredc cai chét caa
nguoi qua co.

“A nhic dén chuyén d6, anh diéu tra vién nay.” Ong Teruo khai thém nhuw
muon khang dinh lai 1an cu6i. “Chac anh da nhin thay chai regu dé trén ban. D6
la chai regu van bay trén ta twong trong phong anh t6i. Tuy khong phai loai noi
tiéng nhung vi thich hinh dang chai va thiét ké nhan méac nén anh t6i ti€c khong
uodng ma coi nhw do trang tri. Anh t6i thwong bao sé uéng vao mét ngay dac biét.
Moi nguoi & day déu biét chuyén nay. Chinh vi thé ma sang nay, khi nhin thay
chai regu ¢ hién treong, tat cd moi nguwdi déu tin la anh t6i tw sat. Chang cé ngay
nao dac biét hon ngay tw minh két thiic cuéc doi ca.”

Pogi cudc noi chuyén ctia moi nguoi trong gia dinh tam ngung, thanh tra
Kazamatsuri tém tat lai cau chuyén.

“Vay la moi ngudi nghi theo huwdng nay. Téi qua, moi ngwoi kich liét phan
déi chuyén hon nhan cia 6ng Tatsuo. Ong Tatsuo vé phong riéng trong tdm trang
that vong. Vi qua bi quan, 6ng Tatsuo da tw pha thuéc doc vao chai regu quy va
uong. Nghia la ong dy da tw sat.”

Tat cd moi nguwdi c6 mat déu im lang gat dau. Ban than Reiko cling bat dau
nghi c6 Ié day la mot vu tu sat, ding lic ay cita phong bat md, mot phu nit dang
nguwdi manh khanh, deo tap dé lao vao.

“Khong phai dau.”

D6 la chi gidp viéc Fujishijo Masami. Mang vé mdt u dot, chi ta tién vé phia
thanh tra Kazamatsuri, tuyén bo.

“Khong phai 6ng dy tw sat dau!”

Trudc sy tham gia bat ngd cia nguwdi gitp viéc, Harue — vg ctia ngudi con
trai ca gian dit hét 1én.

“Chi n6i gi thé! Pirng c6 t6 vé ta day. Suy cho cung, chi cling chi la dita
giup viéc thoi, chi hiéu gi vé bo toi chit! BO t6i ty sat! BO toi tw sat cling la tai chi

»
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T nglt ctia Harue kha gay gat va c6 phan cuwong diéu. Tat cd moi ngwdi nin
thé theo doi. Phong khach 16n méi day con la san khau cua v kich trinh tham
gid da nhuwong chd cho man kich Al — O, noi ¢6 vo clia anh tredng nam va nguoi
giip viéc thi nhau thé hién cam xtuc. Fujishijo Masami ciing khéng vira, nhin
thang vao Harue bang anh mat danh thép va tuyén b6 mot cau con gay xon xao
hon truéc,

“Khong ding. Ong chu da bj ai d6 giét!”

“0 6.” C6 tiéng xi xao phat ra tir canh dan 6ng.

“Cam ngay! Chi biét minh dang néi gi khong ddy! A, t6i hidu roi. Chi tuyét
vong vi y do két hon hong chiém tai san bi that bai chit gi. Dé tra thu ching t6i,
chi d6 cho ching t6i tdi giét ngwoi, chi dang am muu nhv thé ding khong. Diling
la loai dan ba xau xa, doc ac! D6 méo ma chuyén di an cwép! P6 mat ngua, do
ch6 hoang!”

Harue 16i du loai dong vat ra dé chti nguwdi giup viéc. Méo, ngwa, chd déu
c6 ca roi, con moi con do... Trude sy chd dgi cia moi ngudi, Harue nhudng may,
tung ra cau chiti cap do cao nhat danh cho Fujishijo Masami.

“Chi nghi chi s6ng dugc dén gio phiat nay la nhd ai? D6 lgn nai vo on!”

Cau no6i “Do lgn nai vo on” cda Harue khién canh dan ong lai phat ra tiéng
x1 Xao, nhung la v6i y nghia khac.

“Cha, dén gio nay r6i co a.” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri nhin xuéng chiéc dong
ho Rolex deo trén tay trai roi gio ra cho Reiko xem. Kim dong ho chi 1 gio 58
phit. Chac anh ta mudén n6i chwong trinh phim truyén budi trva dén day la két
thdc. Tiéc qua, minh van mu6n xem thém.

Reiko danh phai tuan theo chi thi cua thanh tra, can hai nguoi phu nit dang
ham hé nhau, “Xin hai chi binh tinh lai.” Ty nhién Reiko thdy buc boi, cit nhw
minh dang phai dong mot vai phu chan ngat trong bo phim truyén hinh buéi trwa.

Doi vu 6n ao tam lang, thanh tra Kazamatsuri hoi nguoi gitp viéc.

“Chi Fujishijo, chi vira néi 6ng Tatsuo bi giét, sao chi nghi vy, chi cé can
i gi a?”

“Vang. Moi anh xem thit nay.” Fujishijo Masami lay ra chiéc dién thoai di
dong, m@ man hinh, dua cho Kazamatsuri xem. “Sang nay, vi xdy ra chuyén nén
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toi khong c6 thdi gian kiém tra tin nhan. Ban ndy, khi kiém tra thi t6i thady ong
chu gwi tin nhan nay cho toi tir t6i qua.”

Reiko ruwén nguwdi qua vai thanh tra Kazamatsuri dé nhom man hinh dién
thoai. Nguwoi guri la Wakabayashi Tatsuo, thoi gian nhan duwgce la 0 gio 50 phuit.
Thoi gian ti vong dwgc xac dinh la vao khoang 1 gio sang, vay day la tin nhan
dwgc 6ng Wakabayashi Tatsuo gwti di ngay trwdc khi qua doi. Tin nhan rat ngan.
Thanh tra Kazamatsuri doc to toan b ngi dung.

“‘Cam on em da chudn bi cho anh. Anh vui ldm. Ngay mai anh sé ké cu thé”.
Ngay mai!?”

Ra la thé. Noi dung nay khong thé la cia nguwdi dang chuan bi ty sat dugc.
Reiko hao hing noi vai thanh tra.

“Cau cubi cung ‘Ngay mai anh sé ké cu thé’ c6 nghia la ‘Ngay mai anh sé ké
cu thé vé budi hop gia dinh’. Vay 6ng Wakabayashi Tatsuo khéng hé c6 y dinh
tim dén cai chét.”

“Pung la c6 thé hiéu nhw vay. Con ti¢ ‘chuan bi’ nghia la sao?” Thanh tra
Kazamatsuri rdi mat khoi man hinh dién thoai, quay sang nhin Fujishijo Masami.
“T6i qua chi chuan bi gi cho 6ng Tatsuo a?”

“Khong, t6i khong lam gi cd. To6i nghi ai d6 da dung tén cta t6i dé chuan bi
th gi d6 cho 6ng dy. Chinh vi thé ma 6ng ay da gwi tin nhan cdm on t6i.”

“T6i hiéu roi. Nhwng chuan bi thi gi méi dugce chi?”

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri dang dam chiéu thi & bén canh, Reiko bong bung tay
“tach” mot cai roi hét 1én,

“Ruou, thwa thanh tra! Ai d6 da chudn bi regu cho 6ng Tatsuo. Ong Tatsuo
twong do 1a ruegu chi Fujishijo mang vao nén da vui vé udng. Va ong da qua doi.”

“0, regu c6 pha thudc doc a! Vay khong phai 6ng Wakabayashi Tatsuo tu
sat ma la bi sat hai.”

Reiko dung ngén tré day gong kinh 1én r6i dwa mat nhin mét lwgt tat ca moi
nguwoi co mdt trong phong khach. Em trai cua nan nhan, ong Teruo. Nguoi con
trai cd — Keiichi va vg — Harue. Nguwoi con trai thit — Shuji. Ai do6 trong s6 bon
ngwoi nay da gid lam Fujishijo mang rwgu c6 doc dén cho ong Wakabayashi
Tatsuo.
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3

“Anh diéu tra vién, doi chit da.” Shuji 1én cao giong nhw muén tranh anh
mat nghi ngo, “Lam thé nao dé gia lam nguwoi gitp viéc mang rwou dén cho bo
t0i? Hoa trang a?” Trwdc cau héi ctia Shuji, thanh tra Kazamatsuri diém tinh dap
lai bang cau tra 10i rat 16gic — mot diéu hiém thay & thanh tra.

“O khong, mang dén & day khong c6 nghia la trao tan tay dau. Chinh vi thé
ma sau d6 6ng Tatsuo da gwi tin nhan cdm on. Chac chan regu dwgc mang vao
lic 6ng Tatsuo dang tam, ctta phong dé ngo. Chi can chuan bi mot cai khay bén
trén c6 chai rwou va chiéc ly, cong thém mau gidy nhan gia nét chit cta chi
Fujishijo la sé giong nhu ctia nguwdi gitp viéc chuan bi. Hung thu bi mat mang
thit d6 vao phong o6ng Tatsuo, dat 1én ban r6i di ra. Viéc con tai la doi 6ng Tatsuo
uong rugu thoi.”

“Néu vay thi sau d6 trén khay van phai con rugu cé doc chi. Ca 1oi nhan gia
kia nita.”

“Nhiéu kha nang sau khi sat hai 6ng Tatsuo, ngay trong dém, hung thu da
quay lai hién trudng thu don chai rugu c6 doc va 16i nhan. Tiép theo, phdi, chinh
cai chai rwgu van bay & ta twong, hung thu mé né ra. Hung thu uéng mot ly dé
lam voi chai regu r6i ddt chiéc ly 1én khay. Lam vay sé khong van dé gi ding
khong.”

“Co van dé day.” Nguoi néu ra van dé la ong Teruo, miéng dang ngam tau
thudc. “Anh diéu tra vién nay, tir ndy dén gio' anh c¥ nhac dén rugu c6 doc, rugu
c6 doc, chang ¢ dau ban thit regu d6 nén mudn cé mot chai riegu doc thi phai ty
cho thuéc doc vao chai regu. Nhung dé cho thuéc doc vao rugu thi phai mé nut
chai. Mu6n m@ ntt chai thi phai boc toan bo tem dan xung quanh ntt chai. Tha
pham c6 thé than nhién dem vao phong mét chai rwvgu nhw vay v? Va anh t6i
cling vui vé udng thit rwgu dé6 ma khong nghi ngo gi? Khong thé c6 chuyén dé
dwgc. Néu la toi, ngay khi thay ruegu khong con tem, t6i sé nghi ngay la chai rugu
c6 van dé. Phai khong, thra anh diéu tra vién?”

“0, phai roi, ding 1a kh6 cé thé tic dong dén chai rogu. Vay thi thé nay!
Tha pham da dung binh dyng rugu. Tha pham rét regu cé doc vao binh rugu va
mang vao. Cach nay rat don gian, khéng c6 gi bat thuwong ca.”
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Nhung suy nghi bat chgt ndy ra ctia thanh tra Kazamatsuri da bi 10i khai caa
Harue nghién cho v& vun.

“Nha t6i khéng c6 binh dyng rwgu. Néu revgu dugc dé vao binh, bd toi sé
thay bat thwong ngay.”

“Néu khong cé binh thi dung ly! Hung tht khéng cho thudc doc vao chai
rwvgu hay binh rwgu ma boi thang vao mat trong ly rwgu. Cach nay 6n dung
khong!”

“Khong on dau.” Dén lugt Keiichi phdn bac gid thiét cta thanh tra
Kazamatsuri. “B0 t6i mac bénh sach sé, khong chi ly rugu ma bat dia trong nha
lic nao cling phai sang bong thi bo t6i méi chiu. Néu hung tha bdi thudc doc vao
ly rwgu, trong ly regu sé bi mo. Ngudi sach sé nhw bo t6i chac chan sé nhan ra.”

Moi suy luan dwa ra déu bi phan bac, thanh tra Kazamatsuri chi con biét im
lang v6i bo mat hon doi. Chitng minh day la vu giét ngudi bang ruwgu doc cé vé
khong don gian nhw n6i miéng.

“Pung la bo t6i tw sat roi.” Shuji néu ra gia thiét vé ty sat nhu thé gio két
luadn nhw vay la qua mudén. “B6 t6i da c6 y dinh ty sat. Tuy nhién, 6ng nghi, lam
vay thi té nhat qua nén da gwi cho chi gitp viéc mot tin nhan lam nhw 6ng khong
hé c6 y dinh tir gia c6i doi. Nhw thé, cai chét ctia 6ng sé dugce coi la &n mang, moi
nghi ngo sé do 1én chiing t6i. P6 la muc dich cta bé téi. Co 1€ day la sy trd thu
nho nhé ma 6ng bd vira ty sat dé lai cho ching t6i.”

Ba nguoi gom Teruo, Keiichi, Harue déu gat dau lia lia tru6c y kién caa
Shuji. Chi duy nhat mot nguwdi lac dau phan doi 1a Fujishijo Masami.

Budi lay 10i khai tai phong khach nha Wakabayashi két thic ma khong cé
duwoc két luan cu thé nao. Ong Wakabayashi Tatsuo t sat hay bi sat hai? Quan sat
hién trweong thi day giong nhw mot vu ty sat nhwng can c vao tin nhan 6ng gui
cho Fujishijo Masami thi day lai giong nhv mot vu sat hai. Nhung néu la séat hai
thi can c6 phwong thitc dé ha doc nan nhan.
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Gio thi thanh tra Kazamatsuri, mat dang dang sat khi, nhat quyét cho rang
day la mo6t vu sat hai. “Hung thu 1a ngudi trong gia dinh. Bon ho dong loat phu
nhan suy luan ctia ti. T6i sé khong bo qua dau. {t nhat toi s& bit mot ngudi trong
sO ho!”

(13

...” Reiko tham mong cé ai dén bat giip anh thanh tra nay hd minh. Bgi
dén ldc anh ta bat nham ngwoi khac thi mudn mat. “Thanh tra binh tinh da.”

“T6i dang rat binh tinh. Tat ca thanh vién trong gia dinh d6 déu dang nghi.
Cuc ky dang nghi. Co cling thdy thé ma?”

“Vang, dang la thé. Néu ong Tatsuo chét, 6ng Teruo sé duwgc diéu hanh Bénh
vién Thu y Wakabayashi. Phan 1én tai san sé vé tay Keiichi va Shuji. Vg cua
Keiichi, chi Harue cling dwgc huwéng 1gi. Xem ra ai cling c6 dong co. Toi cling
thién vé huéng day la mot vu sat hai.”

“0, c6 Hosho!” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri nhin Reiko v6i 4nh mét cam dong
xen lan sy biét on réi buéng cau nhan xét dac trung caa thanh tra, “Moi c6 la
ding veé phia t6i!”

Ai thém ditng vé phia anh chit. Reiko biét n6i vay cling vo ich nén danh
cwoi trir, dua cau chuyén trd lai quy dao, “Van deé la ai va nguwoi do da lam thé
nao dé cho nan nhan uéng rugu cé doc.”

Song diéu nay van la an s6. Nhuw mudn tao thém thoi gian suy nghi, Reiko
thdo cdp kinh, dung khan tay lau phan gong mau den. Nhung c6 chang nghi thém
duwgc diéu gi. Hinh nhw khong phai cit deo kinh la kha nang suy luan sé tang lén.
Hay tai van con thiéu manh méi nao dé.

bung lic ay...

“Thanh tra Kazamatsuri!” Mot canh sat mac dong phuc tién lai gan thanh tra
Kazamatsuri, cti dau chao, “Cé nguwdi mudn khai bdo mot chuyén quan trong...
nhwng ngwoi nay chi méi 10 tudi.”

ft phit sau, Hosho Reiko va thanh tra Kazamatsuri c6 mit tai phong cau bé
10 tudi tén Wakabayashi Yuta. Wakabayashi Yuta la con trai duy nhét cia Keiichi
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va Harue. Nhin tir 6ng Tatsuo thi day ding la chau ngi 6ng. Cau bé van con qua
nho nén kho cé thé noéi la cau la nhan vat trung tdm cta vu viéc. Khong biét cau
bé sé khai chuyén quan trong gi day. Thanh tra Kazamatsuri hoi cti ngudi xuong,
tién lai gan cau bé vGi nu cudi ngwong nghiu.

“Em la Yuta a. Nghe noi em c6 chuyén muén ké cho anh, khéng biét la
chuyén gi?”

“La... la...” Cau bé bat dau néi v6i giong nhu thé dang trong con so6t xinh
xich. “Em, em nhin thdy, t6i h6m qua, trong nha vé sinh, cé anh sang, & phong
ong em, em co thay.”

“Thé a, nghia la t6i qua em nhin thady nha vé sinh & phong 6ng em c6 anh
sang.” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri 6m dau nhuw con giu gap nan. “Mot canh tugng
that siéu thuc... Anh khong hinh dung ra n6i.”

“Y cau bé khong phai vy dau thwa thanh tra.” Reiko ddy thanh tra sang mot
bén, c6 chap noi y nghia trong cau noi dit quang cia cau bé. “Chi hiéu réi. Bém
qua khi Yuta di vé sinh, Yuta nhin thdy c6 anh sang & phong cua 6ng ding
khong?”

“Vang, ding thé a.” Cau bé hdn hé gat dau.

“Luc do6 khoang may gig?”

“Ntta dém a. Khodng 2 gid sang.” Cau bé gio hai ngén tay 1én. “Pung lic ay
c6 sét danh, khu nay mat dién. Chi c6 biét khong?”

“QO! C6, tat nhién 1a chi biét chi.” That ra mai sang nay, khi nga ddy Reiko
mdi biét. “Sao Yuta lai biét mat dién? Em dang ngt co ma?”

“Em ngu nhung tiéng sét lam em tinh ddy. Ro6i ty nhién em muon di vé sinh,
vi thé em ra khdi phong, di ra nha vé sinh, mac du rat sg. Ca hanh lang t6i om
nén em cam theo cai dén pin ¢ dang kia.”

Cau bé chi vé phia tay nam ctta. Canh dé c6 treo mot chiéc dén pin. Phong
ong Tatsuo ciling c6 mot cai den pin y hét dugc treo ¢ vi tri twong tw. Hinh nhw
nha nay c6 quy dinh treo dén pin canh tay nam ctta thi phai.

“Khi di ra nha vé sinh, em c6 nhin ra ngoai qua ctta s6 hanh lang. Tt day c6
thé nhin thady phong 6ng em & phia bén kia san, va em nhin thdy bén dé c6 anh
sang.”
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“Ha, nghia la phong ong em co dién?”

“Khong thé nao, dang mat dién ma. La anh sang yéu hon.”

“Thé ha.” Du cam thdy cau bé c6 y bdo minh la d6 ngéc nhung Reiko c6 nén
lai sw bwe boi, tiép tuc hoi, “Vay ai d6 da st dung deén pin trong phong ctia 6ng

»

e1.

“Khong, khong phai anh sang den pin dau. Em nghi do la lva. Ngon liva mau
cam yéu ct chap chon qua khe rém.”

“Lwa!?” Yén lang ng6i nghe sudt tir ban nay bong thanh tra Kazamatsuri
chen ngang vao nhw thé da mat hét kién nhan. “Nay, liéu em c6é nhin nham khong
day?”

“Sao ma nham dwgc, vi nhin nhitng hai lan co ma. Luc di ra nha vé sinh va
lic quay veé phong.”

Reiko cam thay cau chuyén ctia cau bé rat cu thé va tin cay. Néu 1oi khai cia
cau bé la that thi cai chét cia 6ng Wakabayashi Tatsuo la do bi sat hai. Béi 1€ vao
lic 2 gio sang, néu cé ai do dung ltra ¢ trong phong cia 6ng Tatsuo thi ngudi do
khong thé 1a 6ng Tatsuo. Ong Tatsuo da chét tir lic 1 gi® sang. Vay suy ra, c6 thé
nguoi dung ltra ¢ trong phong 6ng Tatsuo vao khoang thoi gian dé chinh la hung
tha sat hai ong.

“Co thay chwa, Hosho! Da bao suy luan cta t6i chinh xac ma.” Thanh tra
Kazamatsuri hét 1én vdi Reiko, vé ti man hién ro trén nét mdt. “Hung thu da
quay lai hién trong lic nira dém. Muc dich la dé 1ay lai chai rwgu c6 doc va to

»
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gidy nhdn. Anh sdng ma cau bé nhin thay chinh 1a thi¢ thi pham cam trén tay
Keét luan xong, thanh tra Kazamatsuri lién quay sang nhin thang vao cau bé.

“Nay em, cho anh hoi mdt cau nita théi. Khong biét anh sang em nhin thay
c6 phai la caa bat Itra khong? Hay la ctia diém? Hodc nén?”

“Cai gi, xa thé lam sao chau biét dugc. Chu bi lam sao a!”

Trudc cau dap trd thang thirng ctia cau bé, thanh tra Kazamatsuri nhwéng
may hét nhv mot diva tré roi gam lén, “Nay! Khong phai chu, 1a anh nhé!”

Hoa ra thanh tra titc vi chuyén d6!? Reiko th@ dai, tham xin 16i cau bé:

Chi xin 16i nhé Yuta, em néi diing ddy, chd nay bi lam sao roi!
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4
“Pay la Chateau Suduiraut, hiéu Bordeaux, san xuat nam 1995.”

Nguwdi quan gia chia nhan chai regu vang trang cao cdp cho Reiko lic nay
dang ngoi thu gian trén sofa xem. Sau khi Reiko khé git dau, nguoi quan gia
khéo 1éo dung con dao chuyén m@ rugu, boc phan tem dan va mé nat chai. Thi
rugu trong sudt dugc rét vao chiéc ly sang béng. Loat dong tac cua Kageyama rat
vira van, khong thira cho nao.

Tai phong khach c6 thé ngam canh dém trong dinh thy Hosho. Reiko mac
mot chiéc vay len v6 cung nit tinh, khac han vGi bo vest mac ban ngay. Mai toc
bu6ng x0a, cap kinh gong den tat nhién da dugc thio ra. Gio day c6 khong con la
mot diéu tra vién nita ma da trd vé thanh tiéu thuw nha Hosho. Reiko khoan thai
nhac ly rugu, chuan bi dwa 1én miéng thi dirng lai.

“L.é nao trong nay c6 thudc doc...”

“Tiéu thw néi gi vay?” Nguwoi quan gia ha giong nhu thé c6 kim nén cam
xtc. “Du tiéu thw c6 dau doc t6i thi t6i cling khong bao gio dau doc tiéu thu dau.
Xin tiéu thw an tam.”

“An tam sao dwgc véi kiéu an néi d6 ctia anh.” Tham chi Reiko con cam
thay c6 ac y trong do. Co 1€ anh ta ghét minh. Thi thodng Reiko lai nghi vay.

“Xin tiéu thw hay suy ludn mot chit. Téi dwa cho tiéu thw xem mét chai
rwvgu mai tinh, chinh mat tiéu thw nhin thay t6i mé nut chai, chinh mat tiéu thw
nhin thdy t6i rét riegu vao ly, mot chiéc ly sang bong, khong vét gon. Toi chang
6 lic nao dé bo thudc doc vao ca. Viéc bé thuée doc 1a hoan toan khong thé, trir
phi dung phép thuat.”

“Phai ro6i, ding nhu anh néi.” Mach suy nghi cua Reiko tam thoi tach khoi
su viéc hién tai ma chuyén sang vu viéc xdy ra sang nay. “Nhuwng trén thuyc té thi
hung tha da thanh cong trong viéc ha doc 6ng Wakabayashi Tatsuo bang rugu.
Phép thuat chang?”

Anh mét sau cdp kinh cta quan gia Kageyama chgt 16e 1én trwdc cau 1am
bam cua Reiko. Chi nhitng ltic nhu thé, nguwdi dan 6ng von chang bao gid boc 16
cam xtc nay méi khé mim cuwdi. Nguwoi dan 6ng tén Kageyama nay rat la, thuwong
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nghiém mat no6i rang: That ra t6i muon trd thanh mot cau tha bong chay chuyén
nghiép hodc mot tham t¥ tw chit khong phai mot quan gia.

“Hinh nhuw tiéu thw dang lo lang vi may, a quén, khong may gap phai mot vu
an hoc buia. Néu ding, xin tiéu thw hdy ké cho Kageyama nay nghe thir. Biét dau
tiéu thw sé phat hién ra diéu gi méi.”

“T6i khong thich.” Reiko quay ngoat di. “Dé anh lai sung suwéng goi t6i la
do ngdc a? To6i khong can nhé! T6i tha dé vu viéc bé tac con hon bi quan gia goi
la do ngoc.”

“Thoéi nao, xin tiéu thuv dirng néi nhitng 16i nang né nhw vay. T6i mot 1ong
mot da muon gitp tiéu thu ma.”

Thdy Kageyama cung kinh cti dau, Reiko voi lac dau roi dwa ly rugu lén
miéng. Vi ngot ém diu nhw mat trai cay lan téa trong miéng. Khong c6 chat doc.
Pay dung la loai regu vang cao cap. Reiko dat chiéc ly 1én ban r6i dwa ra quyét
dinh.

“Pugc r6i. Chi riéng lan nay thoéi ddy.” Suy cho cung, la mot diéu tra vién,
Reiko khéng thé dé vu viéc di vao ngd cut, va lai, ding la khong thé coi thuwong
kha nang suy luan ctia Kageyama. Reiko thyc sy mudn anh ta gitp, du chi la giai
cdu do6 vé rwgu cé doc. “Nguwoi bi giét la giam doc Bénh vién Thu y
Wakabayashi, 6ng Wakabayashi Tatsuo, 62 tudi. Nguoi giip viéc cia gia dinh
phat hién 6ng chét tai phong riéng sau khi uong rwou c6 doc...”

Pitng canh Reiko, Kageyama cham chu lang nghe. Sau khi Reiko ké xong,
Kageyama dap “T6i da hiéu” va tém lwgc lai cac diém chinh theo cach cta riéng
minh.

“Tém lai cau chuyén 1a thé ndy. Ong Wakabayashi Tatsuo udng tht rugu
dwoc chuan bi san va chét. Thudc doc hodc duwgc bd vao chai riegu hodc duge boi
vao mat trong ly ruvgu. Nhung dé bo vao chai regu can phéi béc tem va m@ nut
chai. Lam cach nay rat dé bi nghi ngo nén hung tha khong chon. Céch béi thudc
doc vao ly reegu lai hoi khé vi 6ng Tatsuo mac bénh sach sé.”

“Pung thé. Khong biét c6 cach nao kha thi hon khong.”

“To6i khong nghi ra cach nao khac.” Kageyama dap ngay. “Chac chan 6ng
Wakabayashi Tatsuo bi ha doc theo mot trong hai cach trén. Van dé la cach nao.
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Theo t6i thi kha nang thuéc doc dwoc boi vao ly la rat thap.”
“Vi 6ng Tatsuo mac bénh sach s&?”

“Pung vay, nhung con c6 mot yéu t6 quan trong khac. D6 la viéc hung thu
chon rwgu dé mang dén cho 6ng Wakabayashi Tatsuo. Néu dinh boi thuéc doc
vao ly, hung thu sé khéng bao gid chon rwgu. Béi trong so rat nhiéu loai ly va
coc, khong 6 loai nao bi chd y nhiéu vé do sang bong bang ly rugu. Chang han,
ngay ca ngwoi von khong ban tam dén vét ban trén chén uéng rugu shochu hodc
vét gon trén ly bia cling sé nhan ra vét ban hay vét gon trén ly rugu. Noéi thang
ludn la khong c6 thit gi dé bi 16 bang ly rugu c6 boi thuéc doc. Tuy nhién, hung
tha da khong chon rugu shochu hay bia ma lai chon rugu dé mang dén cho ong
Wakabayashi Tatsuo. Tir day c6 thé suy ra ngay tir dau, hung tha da khong co y
dinh boi thudc doc vao ly.”

Ra la vay, suy luan ctia Kageyama nghe rat hop ly. “Vay anh cho rang hung
tha chon cach bé thudéc doc vao chai reegu. Nhung viéc bé vao chai riegu con kho
hon 1a boi vao ly chi.”

“D6é chinh 1a muc dich cia hung thu. Béi hung thu cho rang cang bat kha thi
thi cang kho bi phat hién.”

“Thi ding la thé nhung... Hung thu lam thé nao. Khong thé md nut chai,
cho thudc doc vao roi dong lai dugc. Ngay ltic boc tem da dé lai dau vét roi.”

“Toi biét chit. Khong mé nut cling khong boc tem.”

“Vay la chai reegu van duge nit kin.”

“Khong dau thwa tiéu thw. T6i xin 16i vi phan bac lai 16i tiéu thw nhung chai
rou la dung cu chita rat nira voi, vira c6 thé goi la kin, vira c6 thé goi la hé.”

“Kin nhung lai hé...” Reiko xoay c6. Cach néi khé hiéu cia Kageyama doi
khi van khién Reiko boi roi. “Nghia la sao, anh giai thich cho t6i di.”

“Véi chai ruvgu vang, vi dugce lam bang thty tinh nén rat kin. Tuy nhién, nit
chai lai st dung loai nit ban. Loai ntt nay gitp rugu tiép xic vdi khong khi bén
ngoai trong trang thai kin, nhd dé thic day qua trinh 1én men. Chang han nhw
chai regu Bordeaux 1995 day. N6i cach khac, nat ban dwoc lam tiw nguyén liéu
mém va déo, khong phai loai c6 do kin cao, thé nén cai mé nit chai méi xuyén
dwgc qua. Tiéu thw nghi sao, liéu hung tht c6 tan dung diéu nay khong?”
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“Dgi da.” Reiko c6 cam giac nhw dang bi giang bay béi nhitng 10i cua
Kageyama, c6 ra lénh, “Mang mot chai regu con nguyén nap ra day cho t6i.”

“Vang.” Kageyama cui dau roi lui ra, vai phit sau anh quay lai, cam theo
mot chai rvgu ¢6 nhan mac trong kha la. “Pay thwa tiéu thw.”

“Hum, day cling la regu Bordeaux a?”
“Khong, day la rugu cua Ito Yokado, gia 1995 yén.”

“0, van con nguyén nhan gi ndy.” Gid thi Bordeaux hay Ito Yokado ciing
duwoc. “Cho toi muon.”

Reiko cam chai rwgu, nhin thang vao cho ntt chai. Bung nhw c6 nghi. Reiko
két thiic viéc quan sat sau mot giay.

“Anh nhin di Kageyama.” Reiko chia phan c6 chai vé phia ngwdi quan gia.
“Pay nay, ngoai nat ban c6 6p mot nap kim loai to ¢@ dong 1 yén, xung quanh
con dan tem nita. Nghia la phan nit ban nay khong hé 16 ra ngoai. Sao c6 thé tac
dong tGi nut ban trong tinh trang thé nay dwgc. Chang c6 cho nao cho hung thu
tan dung dau.”

Reiko khodi chi nht mu6n bao “Anh thay chwa”, roi thw thai nhac ly rugu
dwa 1én miéng. Nhung Kageyama khong hé nao ning, anh ném cho Reiko céi
nhin thvong hai.

“Xin tiéu thw thi 16i.” Kageyama mao dau, “Tiéu thw c6 mat khong trong
a?”

Chiéc ly Reiko dang nam chat trong tay bong phat ra tiéng “cach” réi vo
vun. Ruwgu trang chdy qua cac ké ngon tay. Reiko nin thinh, don chiéc khan mui
xoa Kageyama dwa cho dé lau rwogu. Khong thé im lang thém dwgc nita,
Kageyama lén tiéng. “Xin tiéu thu thit 16i, néu t6i lam tiéu thw phéat long.”

“Xin 16i ma giai quyét dugc viéc thi chang ai can dén canh sat!” Reiko vo
chiéc khan mui xoa w6t siing ném vé phia nguwdi quan gia. “Mat t6i c6 van dé @
cho nao ha! T6i ndi cho anh biét nhé, mat t6i tir nhé da rét tinh day!”

“Pung vay. To6i hoi qua 10i khi néi mat tiéu thw c6 van dé.” Ngudi quan gia
binh tinh d& 1ay chiéc khan mui xoa roi ngay trwéc mat. “Nhung khong thé phu
nhan rang tiéu thw thiéu kha nang quan sat.”
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N6i roi nguwoi quan gia dung tay phdi nhac chai reegu gia 1995 yén 1én, gio
phan nap chai vé phia Reiko.

“Tiéu thw nhin k¥ lai xem. Qua that, phan nut ban khong hé 16 ra ngoai. Tiéu
the n6i ding, trén nut ban ¢ 6p mot nap kim loai to c& dong 1 yén. Tuy nhién,
néu quan sat ky, tiéu thw sé thay c6 hai 16 nhé nhuw kim tiém trén nap kim loai
nay.”

“Ha!?” Trwdc 101 nhan xét bat ngd, Reiko voi vang nhin lai nap chai. Bung
la c6 hai 16 nho trén nap kim loai to bang déng 1 yén. Qua hai 16 nay con thay
dwgc ca 16p nit ban bén duwdi. “Troi, dung la cé that. Lo nay co tir trude a?”

“Vang, thua tiéu thw. Cé 1€ day la nut thong hoi dé gitp reegu 1én men nhanh
hon. Chiing ta c6 thé thay 16 nay trén nap day cia hau hét cac chai rvgu ban bén
ngoai. Tiéu thw khong phét hién ra sao?”

“Tai mat t6i c6 van dé ma.” Reiko tu ché giéu. “Nhuwng c6 16 thi lam sao? Lo
bé thé chi c6 kim mdéi xuyén qua duwgc théi.”

“Vang, c6 thé hung tha da dung kim xuyén qua 16 d6. Tat nhién khong phai
loai kim thong thwong. Hung thu dung kim tiém. Bénh vién thd y thé nao ciing c6
cd kim phu hgp. Tiéu thw hiéu r6i chii?”

“Ra thé.” Reiko bung ngon tay. “Hung thu da bom thudc doc vao chai
regu!”

Trén nap kim loai c6 16, ntt ban lai mém nén kim tiém hoan toan cé thé
xuyén qua. Tan dung dac diém nay, hung thu da pha chat xyanua v&i nuwéc roi
bom vao chai riegu. Cach nay khong can béc tem, khong can mé nap ma van co
thé hoa thu6éc doc vao rugu trong khi bén ngoai nhin van nhe méi. Hung tha gia
lam Fujishijo Masami, dem chai rwgu c6 doc vao phong ong Wakabayashi
Tatsuo. Khi nhin chai regu, 6ng Tatsuo twdng no ciling giong nhw cac chai khac,
khong may may nghi ngo bén trong c6 ddc. Chinh vi thé 6ng da gwi tin nhan cam
on Fujishijo Masami ro6i t¢ minh mé nap chai rugu, vét kim tiém trén ntt ban qua
nho nén viéc 6ng Tatsuo khong phat hién ra ciing la diéu dé hiéu.

“Hung tht nghi ra cach that kinh khting.” Reiko cdm thdy 6n song lung sau
khi biét thu doan cua hung tht. “Nhwng ai da lam viéc nay...”

Reiko vira néi xong, Kageyama lién thang thot nhin co.
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“Troi, tiéu the van chwa biét 1a ai sao. T6i c twdng tiéu thw phai biét roi
chw.”

“Sao t0i biét dugc,” Canh sat dang dau dau vi chwa tim ra hung thu nén
Reiko danh nin nhin tri'6c cau ndi tho 16 ctia ngwoi quan gia. “Nghia la sao? Anh
Kageyama biét ha?”

“Vang. C6 gi kho6 dau. Hoan toan c6 thé giai cau do nay bang logic.”
No6i roi Kageyama chuyén sang viéc truy tim hung tha.

“Can lwu y tdi 10i khai ctia cau bé Wakabayashi Yuta. Cau bé khai khodng 2
gio sang c6 nhin thay anh Iita mau cam bap bung trong phong nan nhan. Nghia la
khoang thoi gian do c6 nguoi trong phong nan nhan. Nguwdoi nay chac chan la
hung thua. Tai sao hung thu lai dén phong 6ng Tatsuo vao gitta dém hom khuya
khoat? Pwong nhién la dé kiém tra xem 6ng Tatsuo chét chwa va thu lai chai regu
c6 doc — diém mau chot trong chudi hanh dong cia hung thu. Dén day tiéu thw
hiéu chi?”

“T6i hiéu. Thanh tra Kazamatsuri cling nghi vay day.”

“Vén dé la viéc thu don hién trueong lai dién ra trong hoan canh hung thu
thap den. Tai sao hung tha lam vay?”

“Vi mat dién. Khong c6 dién nén tha pham phai dung ltva.”

“Nhung & hién truong cé den pin. Ben dugc treo ngay canh cita ra vao. Bat
Ct ai trong gia dinh Wakabayashi ciing biét c6 den pin ¢ d6. Thé ma hung thu lai
khong dung dén pin, di thap Itta dé hanh dong. Nghia la mac du biét c6 thé dung
den pin nhung hung thu khong dung. Suy ngugc lai thi hung tha thdy chang can
phéi dung den pin.”

“T6i hiéu r6i. Nghia la hung tht c6 san loai déen gi d6 quen dung, hung thu
thay thé la du. Tom lai, theo anh, hung thu la nguwdi hit thudc, thudng mang theo
bat Itra hodc diém phai khong?”

“Pung vay. Nhung diém sé khong du sang dé hung tha hanh dong. Hung thu
sé phai bat hét que nay dén que khac.”

“T6i hoan toan dong y. Ong Teruo thich ding diém nén khong thé 1a hung
tha duwgc r6i. Gia st 6ng ay la hung thu, chac chan 6ng dy sé dung dén pin.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Vang. Tuwong tw nhu vay, Harue, vo cta Keiichi cling khong phai la hung
tha. C6 ay khong hut thude.”

“Sao anh biét Harue khong hit thuoc? DPung la trwéc mat ching t6i, chi ta
khong htt thuéc nhung dau thé khang dinh dugc 1a chi ta khéng hit thude.”

“Tiéu thw nhd lai xem. Poan chiéc bat Itta loai 100 yén cia Keiichi hét ga.
Khi d6, anh ta khong mwon vo ma quay sang muwgn cau em trai Shuji. Néu Harue
hut thuoc thi chac chan Keiichi phdi xin ltta nguwdi ngbi bén canh la Harue truéc
tién. Tt do6 c6 thé suy ra, Harue khong c6 thoi quen hiit thude.”

“Ra vay.” Chi nghe ngudi khac ké lai ma anh ta cling phat hién ra. “Vay chi
con hai nguoi. Hai anh em Keiichi va Shuji.”

Ca hai déu c6 dong co vé tai san, ca hai déu c6 bat ltra. Ai trong s6 hai anh
em la hung thu day?

“Hung thu la Shuji.” Kageyama tinh bo dwa ra két luan bat ngo.

“Khoan da. Y anh khong phai 1a vi bat Itra ctia Keiichi hét ga ddy chit. Sang
nay hét ga nhung rat c6 thé téi qua van con ga ddy. Hung thu phai la Keiichi m&i
ding, vi viéc bat Itta ctia anh ta hét ga chitng té6 dém qua anh ta da phung phi ga &
hién truong.”

“Khong thé c6 chuyén Keiichi cam theo chiéc bat lira 100 yén dén thu don
hién treong vao lic nita dém dwgc. Tiéu thw ¢t nghi ma xem. Hung tha dén hién
treong vao lic 2 gio sang dé 1ay lai chai regu c6 doc. Néu chi 1y chai rwgu thi co
thé mot tay cam bat Itta, mét tay thu don chai. Khong cé gi 1a khd. Nhung sau do,
hung tht con 1ay chai ri'gu méi ra khoi ta, mé nut va dat 1én ban. Van dé nam &
day. Khoan ban tdi viéc khac, riéng viéc m@ nit chai regu khong thé thye hién
bang mot tay dau. Hung thti m& ntt chai khi mot tay cam bat ltra w? Trong khi
ngay bén canh c6 mot thit tién lai hon la den pin. T6i khong cho la nhw vay.”

“A, ding 1a thé.”

Prng la trong dém t6i, dé den pin sang roi dung hai tay m@ nit chai rugu sé
dé hon la mot tay cam bat Itta, mot tay mé nit. Chang can lam thit ciing biét diéu
do.

“Nhung diéu nay ciing c6 thé ap dung cho Shuji ma. Shuji cling dau thé ma
chai rwgu khi mot tay dang cam bat Itra.”
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“Véi Shuji thi khong kho dén thé. Béi bat Itva ctia cau ta la bat Itra Zippo,
loai dung xang.”

“Bat Itta Zippo dung xang hay bat Itta Crown 100 yén ciing déu la bat lra.
Khong gidng nhau sao?”

Kageyama lac dau t6 vé tiéc nudi.

“Tiéu thw khong hit thudc nén thay ching gidong nhau cling phai théi, trén
thuc té c6 sw khac biét 16n gitra bat Itra 100 yén va bat Itta dung xang. Vi bat Itra
100 yén, dé Itva chay, ta phai lién tuc gilt tay dé tiép ga. Néu tha tay ra, ga sé
khong 1én va Iiva sé tat. Nghia la v4i bat Itta 100 yén, khéng duwgce phép tha tay ra,
du chi mot giay. Nhung véi bat Iiva dung xang...”

Vira noi, Kageyama vira rut bao thudc ra khéi tdi 4o vest, cho mot diéu 1én
miéng theo cach rat pho trwong. Reiko van chwa hét ngac nhién thi anh ta lai tiép
tuc rut ra chiéc bat Itta dung xang wa thich ro6i cham l¥ra cho diéu thudc, sau do
anh ta gio chiéc bat Itta van dang chdy ra trudc mat Reiko.

“Véi bat Itta dung xang, Itra sé bén vao phan 16i bac c6 tham xang, sau khi
bén, Itra sé chay su6t cho dén khi ta dong nap. Vi vay...” Kageyama dat chiéc bat
Itra 1én ban. Chiéc bat Itta lang 1é chdy nhv mot cay nén ti hon. “Bat lira dung
xang van sé chay ké ca khi tha tay ra. Nhu thé, hoan toan c6 thé md ruwgu bang
hai tay. Nghia la, nguwdi khong can dung dén den pin khong phai 1a Keiichi —
nguwoi co bat Iva 100 yén ma la Shuji — ngudi co bat ltta dung xang.”

Kageyama khoan khoai nha khéi thudc nhw thé vira hoan thanh xong mot
cong viéc, anh quay sang héi Reiko, “Tiéu thw thay thé nao?”

Reiko chi con biét nhin theo lan khé6i dang bay 1én tran nha, tham kham
phuc tai suy doan cua Kageyama.
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Cau chuyén thir ba:
Hoa hong dep chita am mwu giét nguoi

1

Mot bubi sang dep trdi cudi thang Nam. Tai san veon nha Fujikura & phia
Nam thanh phé Kunitachi.

Nhw thwong 1€, ba Fujikura Fumiyo dang dwoc chong la 6ng Kozaburo dwa
di dao. Ba Fumiyo nam nay 70 tudi von khong thé ty di bd. Béi vay, ndi la di dao
nhung chinh x4c 1a di dao bang xe lan. Nguwdi cé nhiém vu diy xe la ong
Kozaburo. Ong Kozaburo khong hé buc bdi khi phai gitp vg. DBéi véi Fumiyo,
khoang thai gian di dao moi sang la Iic ba cam thay hanh phtc nhat.

Ciing xin no6i ludn, gia dinh Fujikura la chu khach san Fujikura danh tiéng cé
lich st 1au doi. Ong Kozaburo trudc 1a gidm ddc khach san, nay da lui vé & an
v0i chitc danh chu tich danh dy. Vi 1€ d6é ma tv gia Fujikura la mot biét thy co
khoang san rong ménh mong. Rong dén noi ba Fumiyo di dao bang xe day cling
khong thé di hét duoc.

O gbc san c6 mot gian nha phu. Gan day, khong khi gia dinh Fujukura tré
nén cang thang vi c6 ngudi chuyén dén song tai gian nha nay, ban than ba
Fumiyo cling thdy phién ndo. Lic di ngang qua gian nha phuy, chgt 6ng Kozaburo
néi v6i ba Fumiyo thé nay.

“Vé chuyén Takahara Kyoko, t6i dinh cho phép thang Toshio cudi con
bé...”

“0, that chi¥? T6t qua. Thing Toshio chic s& vui 1dm.” Ba Fumiyo reo lén
nhw thé d6 la chuyén vui ctia chinh minh. “T6i va con Minako dwong nhién déu
tan thanh. Chi khong biét thang Masahiro nghi sao.”

“Khong sao dau. T6i ma néi thi thang Masahiro sé hiéu.”

Ba Fumiyo va 6ng Kozaburo c6é hai ngudi con rat thanh dat. C6 con gai
Minako nam nay 35 tudi. Minako da c6 chong va mot con gai tén Rika dang hoc
mau gido. Chong ctia Minako la Masahiro, tuy méi 45 tu6i nhung da gitt chirc
giam doc khach san Fujikura. Viéc 6ng Kozaburo rit khoi ghé diéu hanh, lui vé &
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an cling la vi c6 anh con ré Masahiro nay. Cé thé néi, vg chéong Minako va
Masahiro chinh la trung tam cua gia dinh Fujikura hién nay.

Con cau con tht Toshio, nam nay 34 tudi, cling lam viéc tai khach san
Fujikura thi van doc than.

Ntra thang trirdc, Toshio dan mot o géi tré cung mot con méo den vé song &
gian nha phu. Han la Toshio c6 1y do riéng khi lam vay nhung 6ng Kozaburo
cwong quyét khong chap nhan co gai tén Takahara Kyoko kia. Tuy nhién, gan day
thai do caa 6ng Kozaburo da c6 phan diu bét.

“T6i qua c6 chuyén gi a. T6i nghe ndi thang Teraoka dén choi.”

Teraoka Yuji la ban dai hoc cia Toshio, dong thdi ciing c6 ho véi nha
Fujikura.

“Choi mat chugc. C6 toi, thang Masahiro va Toshio, sau dé thi thém thang
Teraoka nita.” Gigng ong Kozaburo c6 vé ngai ngu. “Thang Teraoka dém qua
ngu lai nén chac van con loanh quanh trong nha.”

Nhw thé chi dgi 6ng Kozaburo ditt 101, mét tiéng hét that thanh, giong dan
ong vong lai tir goc veon. Tiéng hét nghe rat hodng hot nhw thé nguwdi nay vira
trong thady bong ma trong vuedon vao sang sém.

“Troi, chang phai giong thang Teraoka d6 sao.” Ba Fumiyo la 1én roi tw day
xe di. “Hinh nhu ¢ trong veeon hong. Khong biét c6 chuyén gi.”

Tuw gia Fujikura c6 mot vieon hong ding tiéu chuan duge 6ng Kozaburo gay
dyng bang tat ca tam huyét. Ca mot doi cong hién cho cong viéc, 6ng chi c6 mot
s@ thich duy nhat 1a hoa héng.

“Toi khong 1o nita. Ta thit dén d6 xem sao.”

Ong Kozaburo voi vang ddy xe ctia ba Fumiyo vé phia vieon hong. Pay la
khu viye 6 hang rao bao quanh, cong vao két day hoa hong. Hai ngudi cham mat
cau con ré Masahiro ngay triéc 16i vao. Masahiro chay ra day cling vi nghe thay
tiéng hét.

“0, bd a, tiéng hét vira roi la...”

“Bo khong biét. Nghe giong tiéng thang Teraoka...”

“Ta thtr vao trong xem thé nao.”
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Ong Kozaburo va Masahiro ctii xuéng, lach ngudi qua céng roi lao vao bén
trong. Ba Fumiyo ty day xe theo sau.

Vuon hong la mot khong gian dac biét trong biét thy gia dinh Fujikura. Toan
b6 khu vwron phu day hoa hong, dén noi khé ma tim dwgc mot loai hoa nao khac.
Noi day tap trung du cac loai hong nhw héng Cocktail, hong Parade, hong Maria
Callas. Loai dugc trong trong chau, loai trong theo ludng, loai bam trén twong
hodc cot nha. Gio dang la cudi thang Nam, ding mua hoa né. Tat cad dang thi
nhau khoe sac, khién khong gian tran ngdp mui hvong va sac mau. Mot khung
canh dep dén mitc dé khién nguoi ta ngat thd.

Trong khong gian ryc rd ay, Teraoka Yuji dang ng6i thup xuéng nén dat nhw
héa da. B6i mat mé to hién rd noi kinh hoang.

“Teraoka, cau sao thé, c6 chuyén gi a?” Masahiro hoi.

“A... anh nhin kia, & dang kia!”

Teraoka Yuji chi vé giita vuon hong. O d6 c6 mot chiéc givdng hoa hong.
Nhung khong phai 1a givong that. D6 1a mot cai bé rong khodng mot chiéu, bén
trén c6 hoa hong leo. Dan hoa hong leo moc day khién cai bé tréng giéng mot
tam tham xanh muwét. Vai bong hong nhung moc xen ké, t0 diém thém sac mau
cho tdm tham.

Trén tdm tham hoa héng do, mot cd gai dang nam bat dong. Co la Takahara
Kyoko. Trong co nhw thé dang say gidc gitta dam hoa hong. Co lai dang van bo
do ngu trén nguwdi nén trong cang giong. Nhung lam sao c6 thé ngu ngon lanh
trén mot chiéc givong hoa hong dwgc? Néu c6 thi chi khi ngwdi do da chét thoi,
vi nhu thé ho méi khong cam thay dau khi bi gai dam. Ba Fumiyo cham chi quan
sat co gai xinh dep nam trén giwong hoa hong va nghi: Cé 1é nao? Va ba da
khong sai.

Trén chiéc giwvong hoa hong, Takahara Kyoko thwe sy da chét ma trong nhw
thé van dang ngu.
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Noi téi danh thang goi lai mot thanh phé Kunitachi c6 xwa la néi t6i dén
Yaho Tenman. Pay la ngoi dén lau doi nhat ving Kanto. Nhitng ngwdi cuc mich,
th6 16 van thwong bi goi la “yaboten”, nghe néi bat nguon tir tén ngdi dén Yaho
Tenman noi trén. Chang biét ding hay sai. Tim trén trang YAHOQ! chac thé nao
cling ra nhung gio khéng phai Iltic dé Hosho Reiko lam vay.

Pa c6 4n mang tai tw gia cia mot gia dinh giau c6 cach dén Yaho Tenman
khong xa. Nhan dugc tin bao, Reiko titc toc lao dén hién trwdng dé réi chét lang
khi nhin thay mot thi thé nam trén chiéc giwong hoa hong.

Lan da trang mu6t. Gwong mat thanh ti nhw bup bé phuwong Tay. Mai téc
den budng x0a lan vao dam hoa hong leo mau xanh vé&i vai bong hong nhung
diém xuyeét...

Vra trong thdy thi thé, trong dau Hosho Reiko 1ap titc hién 1én nhitng tir nhw
“long lay”, “tuyét dep”, “rang rd”. Tuy nhién, dang & vi tri mot diéu tra vién, c6
biét khong nén noi ra nhitng tr nay. Reiko kin ddo dung ngon tay khé day chiéc
kinh gong den khong s6 roi im lang quan séat. Thi thé nguwdi dep boc trong hoa
hong. Nghe nhw mo tip trong hoi hoa. Ai da bat chudc theo... Reiko vira nghi t6i
do thi tir phia sau bong vang lén giong dan 6ng quen thudc.

“Nan nhan la Takahara Kyoko, 25 tu6i. Nghe néi c6 ta m@i dén ta tic tai gia
dinh Fujikura. Pep qua di mat. Hiém c6 hién tredng an mang nao lai dep va 1ong

»
!

lay thé nay. Ct nhw mo tip trong hoi hoa vay

Anh ta than nhién néi ra nhitng diéu Reiko chi nghi ma khéng dam néi ra
miéng. Ty nhién Reiko mu6n bop c6 anh ta va hét Ién rang, “D6 tho 16!” Nhung
thuc té that dang buon. Anh ta l1a cdp trén cia Reiko vGi chitc danh thanh tra. Co
khong thé bop c6 anh ta. Reiko chi con biét ném cai nhin lanh lung vé phia cap
trén roi nhe nhang dwa ra 10i chi trich.

“Thanh tra Kazamatsuri, cé khinh sudt khong khi tan dwong? Mot ngudi vira
bi sat hai co ma.”

“Khinh suat? T6i ha?” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri — 32 tudi, doc than — dat tay
1én nguc hoi.
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Anh ta chinh la quy t& ctia 6ng chua hang 6 t6 danh tiéng Kazamatsuri
Motors. La thanh tra di thwong bac nhat S& Canh sat Kunitachi, Kazamatsuri bi
gan vo sO 101 don thoi duwgc truyén tai nhau nhw that rang anh ta tré thanh canh
sat cot chi dé thoa man wéc mo binh di la phong chiéc Jaguar mau bac yéu quy
khap duwong phd véi chiéc den hiéu canh sat gan bén trén.

“C6 hiéu lam r6i Hosho. T6i khong bao thi thé nay dep. T6i ndi la cho nay
dep. Pugc thwéng lam mot vuwon hong dep thé nay co ma.” Thanh ha
Kazamatsuri khéo 1éo lang tranh 10i chi trich ctia Reiko r6i than nhién tiép tuc véGi
cau chuyén khoe khoang khong an nhap gi vGi hoan canh, “That ra vwon héng
nha t6i con rong gap doi thé nay co”.

Nit diéu tra vién tré tudi cia S6 Canh sat Kunitachi chi biét im lang lang
nghe. Co chinh la con gai cua ong Hosho Seitaro, chu tich Tap doan Hosho. Tap
doan Hosho la mot tap doan da nganh, kinh doanh trén moi linh vuc tw tai chinh,
bat dong san, duwong sat, dién, phan phoi cho dén xuat ban truyén trinh tham.
Nhung Reiko gidu nhem chuyén nay vi danh tiéng cta gia dinh sé chi dem lai rac
roi tai noi lam viéc von di rat kho khan. C6 van bao véi dong nghiép rang bo vest
cao cap Burberry dang mdc la “hang may san, giad ré, mua & cita hang Marui
Kokubunji”. Con cap kinh Armani dwgc mua & siéu thi kinh véi gia 3980 yeén.
May anh diéu tra vién thé kéch, ngdc nghéch ¢ S& dén gio van khong may may
phat hién ra 10i n6i doi trang tron ctia Reiko.

Reiko da phai khiém t6n nhwong ay nén du thanh tra Kazamatsuri cé 16n
tiéng khoe khoang vé viron hong di nita cling chang khién chan may Reiko nhic
nhich. Nhung trong tham tam, c6 van muén bop c6 va thi tham véi anh ta rang:
Vuon hong nha téi con to gap ba vieon nha anh co!

“C0 Hosho nay.” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri khong hé hay biét Reiko dang nghi
gi vé minh. “Co c6 nhan ra diéu gi khi quan sat mot thi thé tuyét dep thé nay
khong?”

“Rot cudc thi anh van goi la ‘thi thé tuyét dep’ ddy thoi.”

Ma thoi, tam bo qua chuyén do6 da... Ngay khi nhin thi thé, Reiko da nhan ra
may diéu sau. Trwdc hét 1a viéc nan nhan mac bo do ngt mong. Tiép theo la nan
nhan dé chan tran va khong tim thay giay dép gan do6. Tong hop hai diéu trén, suy
ra nan nhan bi sat hai & mot noi khac, c6 thé ¢ trong nha chit khong phai tai viron
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hong. Nghia la sau khi sat hai nan nhan ¢ dau do trong nha, hung tht da dem xac
nan nhan ra dat trén chiéc giwvong hoa hong. Nhung tai sao hung thu lai mat cong
nhw vay? Reiko dang ban khoan chwa hiéu ly do tai sao thi...

“0, c6 khong nhan ra a? Bé t6i n6i cho co6 nghe nhé. Noi gay an khong phai
la virdn ma la trong nha. Co nhin quan 4o cta nan nhan di. Nan nhan con dé chan
tran nita.”

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri da nhac lai gitip Reiko tit cd nhitng gi c6 dang nghi.
Héi “co c6 nhan ra diéu gi khong” xong ty minh tra 10i “dé t6i néi cho co6 nghe
nhé”. Pay ding la s& truong cta anh ta. Ma thoi, suy luan ctia anh ta khong sai
nén khong can byc bdi lam gi. La cdp dudi, Reiko chi biét im lang chd doi anh ta
két thiic cau chuyén rd nhw ban ngay nay. Oi chao!

“Thwa thanh tra, tém lai, viéc can lam bay gi¢ la xac dinh noi gy an va muc
dich hung thu di chuyén xac nan nhan phai khéng?”

“Phai r6i, thwa ¢6 nwong. C6 hiéu nhanh that.”

Vang, c6 khi con nhanh hon ca anh. Ngoai ra, t6i da nhac anh nhiéu lan r6i,
dirng goi t6i la “co6 nwong”, nghe kho chiu lam! T6i la “tiéu thuw”, khong phai “c6
nwong”!

Thi thé cia Takahara Kyoko dwgc can than nhac xuéng khoi chiéc givong
hoa hong dé tién hanh kham nghiém.

Theo do, thoi gian t vong dugc xac dinh la khoang 1 gid sang. Quanh c6 cé
vét siét nén nguyén nhan ti¢ vong dwgc cho la ngat thé do bi siét c6. Hung khi
khong phai la loai ddy manh nhw day thitng hay day budc ma la thit to hon, kiéu
nhw khan bong, vé chuyén thi thé bi di chuyén, bén kham nghiém ciling c6 chung
y kién véi bén Reiko.

Sau khi viéc kham nghiém két thiic, Reiko cung dong suw buwdc ra khoi vuon
hong, bat dau thu thap 16i khai ctia bon nhan vat da phat hién thi thé.

Bon nhan vat gom 6ng Fujikura Kozaburo chu tich danh dy khach san
Fujikura va ba Fumiyo vg 0ng, tiép theo la anh Fujikura Masahiro con ré 6ng
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kiém giam doc khach san, cudi cung la cau Teraoka Yuji — ngudi t6i qua da nga
lai ng6i nha nay. Trong s6 bon ngudi, Teraoka Yuji la nguwdi dau tién phat hién
thay thi thé. Nghe noi anh ta c6 ho hang véi gia dinh Fujikura.

“Tuy c6 ho vGi gia dinh Fujikura nhuwng phdi 12 nam r6i, ké tir hoi sinh vién
toi md&i dén day choi. Hoi xwa chwra c6 viedn hong nén lan nay t6i mudn tranh tha
ngam cho that da. Sang nay, do day sém hon thwdng 1€ nén t6i ra tham vuon, vao
dén noi, nhac thdy c6 ngudi nam trén chiéc giwvdng hoa hong, t6i tién lai gan thi
phat hién ra d6 1a Takahara Kyoko. Nhin mat co dy trang béch nhw ngudi chét, toi
hodng qua bén la toang 1én. T6i ndi that day. Xin diéu tra vién hay tin t6i.”

Teraoka Yuji chap tay van nai nhw thé cdm nhan dwgc anh mat nghi ngo

dang chia vao minh. Reiko nhan thdy long may cda thanh tra Kazamatsuri khé
nhiu lai.

“0, khong sao.” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri git dau r6i quay sang ba ngudi con
lai. “Vay moi nguwoi da chay dén sau khi nghe thay hét cua anh Teraoka tir viron
hong. Thay canh anh Teraoka quy sup xudng mat dat va thi thé chi Takahara
Kyoko, moi nguoi da goi ngay cho 110. Pung vay khong?”

“Vang, dai dé la nhw vay. B6 nhi?”

“A, vang vang, T6i nghi 1a thé.”

Masahiro va 6ng Kozaburo gat dau v4i nhau nhung giong cd hai déu c6 gi
dé guong gao.

“Vang, t6i hiéu r6i” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri gat dau, “Tién day cho toi hoi,
thiong ngay ai van cham séc vieon hong?”

“Chong t6i.” Ba Fumiyo tra 10i. “Chong toi thich hoa héong, bat ké dém
ngay, hé Iic nao ranh la 6ng ay & ly trong vwon. Tai thé ma tay 6ng lic nao ciing
day vét xuwdc day.”

“Ra la thé. Hoa hong cé gai ma. Vay cho phép t6i hoi 6ng Kozaburo. Sang
nay, khi nhin vueon héng, 6ng cé thay diéu gi khac thwong khong. Tat nhién triv
thi thé nan nhan ra.”

“Khong, toi khong thdy cé gi khac thuwong. Trir cai xac thi moi thit van
giong binh thuong.”

“Anh Masahiro thdy sao?”
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“Hang ngay t6i it ra vieon lam nén cling khong r6.”

“Thé a? Ta6i hiéu roi. Cho t6i hoi lai diéu nay.” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri quay
sang hoi thang luon ba nguwdi dan 6ng, khong tp md, “Cé phai moi ngwoi da di
chuyén céi xac?”

Duong nhw cd ba déu nin thd. C6 vé cau hdi cta thanh tra da cham ding
diém yéu cua ho. Chac la an may thoi, Reiko tham nghi.

“0, ching c6 gi dang kinh ngac ca dau.” Trai ngwoc vdi cau néi day vé
khiém ton, mat thanh tra Kazamatsuri vénh 1én nht muén bdo, moi ngudi thay
suy doan cua t6i thé nao? “Ban nay, khi anh Teraoka chap tay, t6i phat hién c6 vét
xwdc mbi & mu ban tay phdi ctia anh. Con 6ng Kozaburo, ding la hai tay 6ng day
vét xudc that nhung néu nhin ki sé thay cé vét con kha méi. Thé la toi quay sang
nhin tiép mu ban tay ctia anh Masahiro, qua nhién tay anh cling c6 vét xuéc
twong tw. Nhitng vét xwdc do la gi? Puwong nhién la vét xwdc do gai hoa hong.
Ong Kozaburo thudng ngdy van chim séc hoa hong nén tay bi xwdc da danh,
dang nay ca tay ctia anh Masahiro va Teraoka ciing c6 vét xudc.”

Ba ngudi dan 6ng im lang nghe thanh tra Kazamatsuri. Thanh tra tiép tuc.

“Cac anh da goi ngay cho 110 khi phat hién ra cai xac nhung dé la néi doi.
Cac anh da cham vao cai xac va di chuyén n6. D6 1a ly do tay céac anh bi gai hoa
hong cao xuwéc. T6i ndi cd ding khong?”

Ra vay. Hoa ra ciling c6 ltic thanh tra Kazamatsuri sac sdo ra tro, Reiko tham
kham phuc. Nhung anh ta la thanh tra co ma, néi dugc thé la binh thuong.

Trudc 10i nhan xét sac sdo cda thanh tra Kazamatsuri, ba ngudi dan 6ng boi
roi che vét xuwdc trén mu ban tay. Cé vé ho da bi n6i tring tim den. Trong khi do,
thanh tra van chwa muén budng tha.

“Ngoai ra, ching t6i biét la thi thé c6 Takahara Kyoko duwgc mang ra vuon
hong sau khi bi sat hai. Cé phai ba ngudi da dat cd6 dy nam lén chiéc givong hoa
héng khong?”

“Dgi da, anh diéu tra vién, anh hiéu lam r6i.” Nguoi cuéng cuoéng ngat 1oi
thanh tra Kazamatsuri la ong Kozaburo. “Dung la ching t6i c6 cham vao cai xac.
Chung t6i da hoi xé dich nd. Nhung khong phai chung to6i khiéng cai xac ra vieon
hong. Chting t6i chi phat hién cai xac ¢ trong vieon hong thoi.”
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“B0 toi no6i dung ddy.” Masahiro tiép 10i 6ng Kozaburo. “Ban dau ching toi
khong 1o co ay da chét that hay chwa. Béi trong co6 ay chi giong nhw dang ngu.
Ching t6i lay nhe c6 ady, thit cd mach nita. Ai ma chang lam thé. Sau khi chac
rang co dy da chét, chung t6i quyét dinh dwa xac c6 ay xudng khoi bé. Tai san c6
si’c cua ba nguoi dan ong.”

“Vang, chuyén la nhw thé.” Teraoka Yuji gat dau té vé hoi 16i. “Dé c6 ay
nam gitta dam hong leo nhw vay thi tdi qua, thé 1a...”

“Vang vang.” Ong Kozaburo 1dm bam nhu thé dang hoéi twéng lai canh
twgng liuc ay. “Nhung khi bat tay vao lam, ching t6i méi biét dam hong leo quan
vao cai xac nhiéu hon chiing t6i twdng. Chung toi lai toan tay tran nén bi gai hoa
héng cao rat dau. Bung lic ay, vo t6i ¢ bén canh bao, ‘Cé thé day la mot vu an
mang. Moi nguwoi khong nén dong vao’. Mai luc do6 chung to6i ma&i nhan ra la
minh da so suat.”

N6i xong, 6ng Kozaburo ctii dau nhw mudn ta 16i.

Thinh thodng van xdy ra chuyén nhan chitng dau tién vi qua hoang s¢ nén da
cham hodc dich chuyén thi thé. Phan 16n ho lam vay la xuat phat tir thién y nén
kh6 ma trach dwgc. Du viéc nay sé gay rac roi néu xét trén quan diém can phai
gilt nguyén hién trueong.

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri khé ho mét tiéng r6i quay sang ba Fumiyo dang ngoi
trén xe lan.

“Nhitng diéu ho n6i c6 dung khong thwa ba?”

“Vang. Toi da chitng kién tr dau dén cudi. Moi chuyén ho néi déu ding.
Bon ho ¢6 cham dén thi thé ciia Kyoko nhung chi chéc lat thoi. Mong anh thi
16i.”

“O vang, danh vay thoi.”

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri két thiic cau chuyén va chuyén sang dé tai mdi.

“T6i nghe noi c6 Takahara Kyoko méi dén t4 tic tai gia dinh. Chuyén dé toi
sé hoi sau, trtéc mat t6i mudn dwge xem phong ngu cua c6 ay.”

Nan nhéan bi giét khi dang mac do nga. Do dd, nhiéu kha nang phong ngu
chinh la noi xdy ra an mang. Cau hoi ctia thanh tra Kazamatsuri tam thoi c6 vé
hop ly.
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“Kyoko song @ gian nha phu. Gian nha kia kia.”

Ba Fumiyo chi vé ngbi nha mai bang nam cach vueon hoa hong khoang 50m.

Reiko va thanh tra Kazamatsuri bang qua san vuon dé dén gian nha phu.
Trong san vuon rong ménh mong nay, ngoai hoa hong con c6 rat nhiéu loai thuc
vat khac. Kia la gio lan, day la gian dau tia. Hoa sen n@ day mat ao. Pang vao
mua nén pang-xé, dau hoa dwoc trong trén luéng dua nhau khoe sac chang kém gi
hoa hong. Khi di canh cac luéng hoa, c6 mot diéu khién Reiko tham kham phuc
la cd khodng san veon rong ménh méng cta dinh thy dugc thiét ké theo kiéu
barrier-free". Sust quing dwdng tir vdn hong dén gian nha phy, khong hé c6 mot
doan doc hay bac 1én xu6éng nao. Cé 1é trong nha ciling dugc xay tuwong tw. Puwong
nhién, viéc thiét ké nay la vi ba Fumiyo — ngudi dang phéi ng6i xe lan.

Hai diéu tra vién dat chan dén gian nha phu. Nhin & cy ly gan méi thay tuy
la phu nhuwng gian nha trong kha khang trang. Truéc thém nha c6 mdy khom do
quyén dang trd hoa do tia.

Theo 161 ba Fumiyo, vg chong Minako va Masahiro séng tai gian nha nay
lic méi két hon. Sau khi c6 con, vi chat choi nén ho chuyén dén séng & nha
chinh. Takahara Kyoko dén song tai day khi gian nha dang dé khong.

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri xoay tay nam ctta bang ban tay deo gang trang. Ctra
khong khoa. Canh cita mé ma khong hé phat ra tiéng dong. Hai diéu tra vién
bwdc vao bén trong. Trong s6 cac phong nam doc hai bén hanh lang, c6 mot
phong khién hai diéu tra vién cha y. Nghe ndi Takahara Kyoko dung phong nay
lam phong ngt. Tuy do6 dac trong phong kha so sai nhung c6 thé thdy ngay su 16n
XO0n.

“0, c6 nhin thay khong ha Hosho?”
“Vang, t0i c6 thay, thwa thanh tra.”

Trén chiéc giwvong ké sat twong, tdm chan trang roi mot nira xuéng dat.
Chiéc gbi nam lan 16c trén san nha 16t tham. Trén ban, coc ca phé bi d6. Cé hai
chiéc ghé, mot chiéc nam ngang. Ctra so6 kéo dang m@& mot bén canh.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Hinh nhw da xay ra x6 xat.”

Budng xong cau két luan, thanh tra Kazamatsuri thdn nhién tiép tuc.
“Khodng 1 gio sang, co Takahara Kyoko va ai d6 da c6 madt tai can phong nay.
Ngudi nay, hodc da dot nhap vao tir ctta so, hodc do chinh c6 Takahara Kyoko
moi vao. Gitra hai ngudi da xdy ra x6 xat nhé va ngudi nay da bop co Takahara
Kyoko dén chét. Tom lai, day chinh la noi hung thua gay an.”

Suy ludn cta thanh tra Kazamatsuri don gidn dén khong ngo. Reiko budc
phai néu y kién & mitc do khong lam méch long sép.

“Ra la thé, cling c6 thé dung nhu thanh tra n6i. Nhwng thwa thanh tra, biét
dau s 1on xon nay la sy nguy trang cua hung tha?”

“Nguy trang?” vé ngac nhién thodng hién 1én gwong mit thanh tra. “O, tat
nhién ro6i, co6 Hosho! Tat nhién la ching ta cling nén tinh dén kha nang do6. Tat
nhién la t6i ciing biét diéu d6 ngay tr dau.”

Tat nhién la thanh tra khong biét, cho du thanh tra da dung qua nhiéu ti “tat
nhién”.

“Phai roi, c6 kha nang hung tht da dan dung dé gian nha phu trong giong
nhuw noi gay an. Néu day la noi gy an thi hung tha sé phai khiéng céi xac di hon
50m dé ra téi veon hong. Khiéng cai xac di 50m. Nan nhan la c6 gai kha manh
dé, siic dan 6ng chic khiéng duge théi. Cho du hoi vat va. Um, c6 18 noi gy an
gan vueon hong hon chang.”

No6i xong, thanh tra Kazamatsuri dung mu ban tay lau m6 héi 1am tam trén
tran.
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Nhitng ngudi lién quan dén vu an da c6 mat dong du tai phong khach biét
thy gia dinh Fujikura. Ngoai bon nhan vt cac diéu tra vién da gdp goém Ong
Kozaburo, ba Fumiyo, Masahiro va Teraoka Yuji con c6 thém con gai dau cua vg
chong ong ba Fujikura — chi Minako, titc vg ctia Masahiro va cau em trai Toshio.
Toshio trong kha thu hat véi khuén mat khéi ngd, song mat cau lai do hoe, c6 1€
vi khéc nhiéu.

“Trudce hét, toi muon biét ly do nan nhan Takahara Kyoko chuyén dén song
tai gian nha phu cta gia dinh. C6 ay c6 quan hé thé nao véi gia dinh Fujikura?”

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri dwa mat nhin mot lwgt xong thi cau Toshio mat dé
hoe tir tir ngang lén.

“Toi la ngwoi dan Kyoko vé nha. T6i dy dinh két hon véi ¢o ay.”
Toshio ké lai qua trinh Takahara Kyoko dén nha Fujukura bang giong ngat
quang.

Toshio gap Takahara Kyoko tai m6t cau lac bo cao cap noi anh thwong lui
t¢i vi cong viéc. Nghia la Kyoko la gai lang choi. Ngoai nhan sac trgi phu,
Takahara con rat thong minh va tam 1y nén da khién Toshio phai long ngay. Ké ti
dé, Toshi thuwong xuyén lui téi cau lac b cia Takahara, nhwng roi dot nhién cau
lac bo bi dong ctra. Takahara budc phai roi khoi can hg ma cau lac bo thué cho.
Nguwoi chia tay gitup do co6 gai dang thwong 1am vao canh khon khé Iic ay khong
ai khac chinh la Toshio. Toshio m&i Takahara Kyoko vé song tai gian nha phu
ctua gia dinh. Ban than anh cling khong pht nhan muc dich cta viéc nay la vi
muon dugc chung séng vai Takahara Kyoko trong twong lai.

Vay la Takahara Kyoko chuyén dén song tai gian nha phu cua gia dinh
Fujikura v6i mot it d6 dac va mot con meéo den. Chuyén xdy ra cach day nita
thang.

“Hirm, méo den ha?” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri té vé quan tam t&i tinh tiét
chdang may quan trong. “Khong thay cé con méo nao ¢ gian nha phu. Moi ngudi
biét con méo ctia nan nhan dau khong?”

“Nhéac t6i m&i nhd, ding la tir sang t6i chwa nhin thay nd.” Ba Fumiyo lam
bam. “Co ai trong thay né khong?”
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Ca gia dinh Fujikura dong loat lac dau. Reiko ghi nhé trong dau: con meéo
mat tich.

“Thoi khong sao.” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri néi va chuyén sang van dé trong
tam. “T6i xin phép ndi thé nay, han viéc ty nhién dan mét ¢ gai lang choi vé nha
da vap phai sw phan doi cta gia dinh. Phai khong anh Toshio?”

“Vang. Ban dau moi nguwoi déu phan doi viéc c6 ay dén song & gian nha
phu. Nhung t6i bat chap tat ca. To6i nghi néu séng chung, moi ngwdi sé hiéu con
ngwoi that cta co ay.”

“Ra vay. Thuc t€ thi sao? Sau khi c6 dy song ntta thang tai day?”

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri dwra mat nhin moi ngwdi, thay vay, Minako lién gio
tay.

“T6i va me than vdi c6 ay ngay. Co Ié vi cung la phu nit nén chi sau vai
ngay chung song, ching t6i da chia sé véi nhau moi diéu. Co ay néi chuyén rat
hay va la mot co gai tét. Toi nghi Toshio cuwdi co ay cé 1€ cling dugc. Tuy nhién
chong t6i lai hoi c6 thanh kién.”

“0, vay ha anh Masahiro?”

“Co6 gi kho hiéu dau anh diéu tra vién.” Masahiro cau kinh. “Mét c6 chang
biét con cai nha ai tit dung budc vao gia dinh Fujikura. T6i dau thé dé dang chap
nhan chuyén cuédi xin dwgc. Bo toi cling nghi vay day.”

“vang.” Ong Kozaburo khé gat dau. “Nhung diéu tra vién a, ding la ban
dau t6i cwong quyét phan doi chuyén hai diva 1ay nhau, tuy nhién sau khodng nira
thang ti€p xuic vdi con bé, t6i bat dau nghi nén dong y cho ching né. Ma khong,
ding ra la toi qua t6i da quyét dinh dong y chuyén cua hai diva.”

“Thé ha b6? Con khéng biét chuyén nay.”

“U .” Ba Fumiyo ¢6 nhém day nhu thé vira nhé ra diéu gi. “Nghe néi dém
qua may bo con choi mat chwgc. Lic dé cé chuyén gi khong?”

Trudc cau hoi cia ba Fumiyo, Toshio ué oai tra 16i.

“T6i la ngwdi ra moi nguwdi choi mat chwge. Téi muén tranh tha sy hau
thuan cta Teraoka.”

“Hau thuan cua Teraoka?”
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Thanh tra Kazamatsuri quay sang nhin Teraoka Yuji. Teraoka dua tay gai
dau va giai thich.

“That ra t6i biét Takahara Kyoko tir h6i hoc dai hoc. T6i la nguweai dan Toshio
dén cau lac bo cua c6 dy va gidi thiéu ho véi nhau. Do do, khi bi gia dinh phéan
doi, Toshio muodn t6i gitp. Pay ciling chinh la 1y do c6 budi dai hdi mat chwgce toi

»

qua.

“Nghia la trong lic choi mat chwge, anh sé quang cdo vé Takahara Kyoko
cho ong Kozaburo va anh Masahiro?”

“Vang. Tranh thu lic giai lao, t6i da ca nggi co ay co tinh cach dang yéu ra
sao, ly twéng dé lam vo nhw thé nao. T6i khong phong dai dau. Thuc té, néu
khong c6 dinh kién rang co dy la mot géi lang choi thi Takahara Kyoko la mot c6
gai rat binh thwong, tinh tinh dé gan.”

Vay thi sy hidu thuan cua Teraoka Yuji it nhat da c6 tic dung véi 6ng
Kozaburo. H6n nhéan gitta Takahara Kyoko va Toshio dang dan tr¢ thanh hién
thyc. Bung luc do, Takahara Kyoko bi sat hai. Liéu day co phai la mot vu an ma
hung thu la nguwdi khong chdp nhan cudc hon nhan gitta Takahara Kyoko va
Toshio?

Pén day, nguoi bi nghi ngd sé 1a Masahiro — ngwdi phan déi chuyén hon
nhan dén cung. Tat nhién chwa thé khang dinh ngay dwgc. Biét dau lai c6 nguoi
ngoai mdt tan thanh nhung bén trong ham huc thi sao?

“Moi ngwoi choi mat chwge ¢ dau, choi dén may gio?”

“O phong giai tri trén tang 2, ching t6i choi dén khoang 12 gid dém.” Ong
Kozaburo tra 10i. “Chung t6i vira choi vira uéng rugu. Bén khoang 12 gio, Toshio
kéu bu6n ngt nén ching toi ty dong giai tan. Toshio nam ngua ludn trén ghé sofa
trong phong. T6i va Masahiro ai ndy vé phong minh. Teraoka thi ngu & phong
danh cho khach.”

“Nhu vay vao thoi diém duwgce cho la xdy ra an mang, tiic 1 gid sang, moi
nguwoi déu @ mot minh?”

“Vang. Toi va Fumiyo ngu riéng, Masahiro va Minako ciing vay. Vao lac 1
gio dém, co 1€ tat ca chung t6i déu ngt mot minh.”
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Moi nguwoi trong gia dinh Fujikura dong loat gat dau trwdc cau néi cia 6ng
Kozaburo.

Pring lic ay...

“Da...” Minako lén tiéng, giong e dé, “Me 0i, con mudn hoi me diéu nay.”

Ba Fumiyo quay sang nhin con gai thac mac. “Chuyén gi thé Minako? Cé
nhat thiét phai néi ngay bay gio khong?”

“Co I€é c6 a.” Minako dap va dat cho me mot cau hoi bat ngo, “Me a, khoang
1 gio dém qua, me c6 di dao ngoai san khéng? Cung vdi bo y?”

Ba Fumiyo va 6ng Kozaburo quay sang nhin nhau, khéng hiéu con gai dang
noi gl.

“Khong. Me di dao giita dém lam gi chit. Phai khong 6ng?”

“Pung r6i. BO va me di dao vao budi sang. B6 me khong bao gid di dao buoi

»

dem.
“Khoan da. Chi vwra néi la lac 1 gio dem?”

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri voi chen vao nhu thé s¢ 16 mat co hoi. Dé hiéu thoi.
Vi 1 gio dém la thoi diém t& vong ctia Takahara Kyoko. “Chi Minako, lic do chi
da nhin thay gi?”

“Vang. Chuyén la dém qua toi c@ thao thitc mai khong ngu dugce. Vi vay,
nita dém, t6i m& cra s6 phong ngu trén tang 2 dé ngam vwon va hut thuée. Lic
d6 co 1é da hon 1 gio sang. Toi nhin thdy c6 nguwdi day xe lan bang qua san dé
dén vuon hong. T6i ¢ dinh ninh 1a bd me t6i dang di dao...”

Cau chuyén ctia Minako khién sac mat Masahiro thay doi.
“Em dién a! Lam sao b6 me di dao vao gio d6 dwoc.”
“Tai em nghi biét dau b6 me khong ngu duwgc nén di dao.”

“Cé lé nao...” Teraoka Yuji néi hd suy nghi dang 16n vén trong dau moi
nguwoi. “Ngudi ma chi Minako nhin thay chinh la hung thua!? Chang phai dé la
canh hung thu dwa céi xac ra vueon hong sao!”

Moi ngudi dong loat quay sang nhin thanh tra Kazamatsuri.
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“Ra la vay.” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri gat dau roi quay sang hoi ngwdi phu nit
ngoi trén xe lan, “Phong ba Fumiyo & tang 1 phai khong?”

“Vang. Dé do mat cong di chuyén.”

“Dém qua, khi ngu, ba dé xe lan canh givong?”

“Téat nhién roi. Luc nao ciling thé.”

“Nhu vay, hoan toan cé thé xay ra chuyén trong Iic ba ngu, ai d6 d6t nhap
vao phong va dem xe ra ngoai?”

“Anh twong twong ghé qua!” Ba Fumiyo nhan mdt. “Nhung toi nghi la cé
thé. Dém qua t6i nga say lam, ngi mot mach dén sang luon.”

“Vay a? Trong nha con cé chiéc nao khac nita khong? Xe dw phong hoac xe
cli chang han.”

“Khong c6. Chi c6 duy nhat mot chiéc thoi.”

“O? Thé thi ding r6i.” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri nhanh chéng duwa ra két luan.
“Sau khi sat hai c6 Takahara Kyoko, hung thu da muwgn xe cua ba Fumiyo. Hung
tha dung xe d6 dé dwa xac chét ra vieon hong. Néu dung xe, viéc di chuyén cai
xac sé thuan tién hon.”

Nghe thanh tra néi, ngoi trén xe lan, ba Fumiyo cwa quay véi vé kho chiu.
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Ldy 10i khai t* nhitng ngudi cé lién quan xong, cac diéu tra vién di ra phia
cong sau. Cong sau ciling dugc xdy thoai thodi nhw cong tredc. Thanh tra
Kazamatsuri chi cho Reiko xem nhw thé vira phat hién ra thit gi hiém c6.

“Co thay khong Hosho? O biét thy nay, tat ca nha chinh, nha phu, san vuon
déu dugc thiét ké theo kiéu barrier-free. T6i da nhan ra ngay khi vira dén day.”

149

...” Reiko ciling nhan ra nén khéng biét phai tra 10i thé nao.

“Qua la thich hgp. C¢ nhw ngo6i nha dugc thiét ké dé chd xac chét bang xe
lan vay!”

“Thanh tra hoi qua 10i r6i?” Sao cé thé thiét ké dé ché xac chét dugc.

“Gio ta da biét cach hung thu van chuyén céi xac. Van dé con lai muc dich
cua viéc nay. Tai sao hung thu lai phai cat cong mang cai xac ra tan viueon hong.
T6i c6 cam gidc, néu gidi dwgc cau do nay, ta sé biét dugc chan twéng cua sy
viéc. O, tiéng gi thé nhi?”

Kazamatsuri ngtrng n6i khi vira budc qua cong sau, anh dwa mat nhin xung
quanh. Cé mot gian nha nho bang go & goc san. Nhin kiéu ctra s6 va ctra ra vao
thi thdy nha nay khong phai kiéu nha dé sinh song.

“Nha kho chang? Hinh nhw bén trong c6 nguoi.”

Tri to0 mo troi day, thanh tra Kazamatsuri tién lai gan. Reiko ciing di theo
sau. Ctra gian nha khép ho. Nhin vao bén trong thi thdy ding la mét nha kho.
Thung cac téng xép chong lén nhau cao ngat ngwéng, xung quanh ngén ngang
dung cu trueot tuyét, do cam trai, ctii tré con cii, ngwa go, do choi...

Gitta khung canh d6 c6 mot c6 bé tam tudi mau gido vGi dai ruy bang do
trén dau. Nghe no6i vg chong Masahiro va Minako c6 mot con géi dang hoc mau
giao. Co lé day la con gai ho.

Co bé ngoi trén mot chiéc thung cac tong, mat nhin chiéc ciii. Trong chiéc
clii c6 mot vat mau den dang ngo nguay. Mot con meo den.

“Con meéo cda nan nhan dang mat tich. Héa ra né & day.” Thanh tra
Kazamatsuri 1am bam ro6i day canh ctra hét sang mot bén. Thanh tra tién lai gan
co bé, c6 gang gilt vé mat than thién nhat c6 thé, “Chao c6 bé. Em tén gi nhi?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“...” Tuy hoi hoang nhung co bé dap lai ngay, “Me chau dan khong dugc
noi chuyén vai chi nao la.” Mot cau tra 16i kiéu mau, xitng dang dat 100 diém.

“Thé a. Khong sao dau. Vi day la anh chit khong phdi la chi. Em tén gi?
Bao nhiéu tu6i?”

“Fujikura Rika, 5 tu6i.”

“Troi, thanh tra lam gi thé nay...” Reiko 6m dau. Nh& sau nay c6 bé bi anh
nao la dat di 1a anh phai chiu trach nhiém day! Reiko day anh chang nguy hiém
sang mot bén roi quay sang bé Rika. “Rika, em dang lam gi & day thé?”

“A, ldc di qua nha kho, Rika nghe thay tiéng Tango. Thé 1a Rika mé cita,
nhin vao bén trong va thady Tango. Thé la Rika chita tri cho Tango.”

“Tango?” Reiko nghi chirng mot gidy roi hiéu ra ngay Tango chinh la tén
con meo. “Chira tri?”

“Tango bi thwong.”

“0, bi thuwong chd nao ca?” Reiko nhin lai con méo ndm trong ciii. Con
Tango dang tap ténh budc di bang ba chan, chan trwdc bén phai hai co 1én. “N6 bi
thuong that kia. Chan phai trudc ctia no bi dau. Toi nghiép qua.”

“Cai gi! Con meo bi thuwong a!” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri gao 1én réi cui
xuong nhin con meéo. “Htrm... ding ro6i... thé nay thi la...”

Khong biét c6 phai nghe thay tiéng thét cta thanh tra Kazamatsuri khong ma
chang bao 1au sau da thay Minako xudt hién & ctra nha kho.

“Troi, Rika, con @ ddy a. Ca anh chi nita. C6 chuyén gi thé? Day la ch6é nha
toi cat nhitng do linh tinh it khi dung dén.”

“0, may qua. Chi cho toi héi vi. Con méo den nay 1a cia c6 Takahara
Kyoko ding khong?”

“Ha, hoa ra la n6 ¢ day. buang la n6 day. N6 la méo cta Kyoko. Kyoko yéu
meo lam, hém nao cling 6m né di nga.”

“Om di nga!? Vay thi t6i qua con méo ndy ciing c6 mit & phong ngt ctia co
ay r6i.”

“Toi khong nhin thdy nén khong khang dinh dwgc, nhung c6 1€ 1a c6.”

“Chi xem nay. Chan phai tréc ctia né bi thwong. N6 bi thé tw trede a?”
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“Pau cd. Chiéu qua t6i con thay n6 khoe lam ma. Ciing khong thady Kyoko
noi gi hét.”

“Thé thi ding r6i. Cam on chi da hgp tac.” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri quay
sang mim cwdi vGi Reiko roi sung swéng chi vao con méo den nam trong ciii,
“Co nhin nay Hosho. Bang chitng bat dong day.”

Reiko nhin theo tay thanh tra chi. Con Tango dang nam won trén tdm chan
nho, liém liém chan phai tredc. Pay ma la bang chitng bat dong w... “Con méo
nay van con ctt dong ma?”

“Chi 1a cach néi an du thoi. Meo thi phai ¢t dong chit. Nhung con méo nay
bi thuwong & chan.”

“Meéo cuia nan nhan bj thuwong, thé thi sao?”

“Takahara Kyoko bi sat hai tai chinh phong ngu ¢ gian nha phu.” Thanh tra
Kazamatsuri dot ngot két luan. “Chang phai da c6 dau vét cia mot cudc x6 xat
nho sao. Khong phai hung tht nguy trang dau. Pa c6 an mang tai phong ngu.”

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri chau may roi tiép tuc dién thuyét say sura.

“Dém qua, co Takahara Kyoko bi ai do sat hai. Ciing trong dém qua, con
meéo cua c6 bi thuwong & chan. Co thé coi day la hai sw viéc hoan toan tach biét
khong? Vao dém chu nhan bi sat hai, con meo vo tinh bi thuvong bgi mot nguyén
nhan khac. T4t nhién khong phéi khong c6 kha nang d6. Nhung xac suat Ia vo
cung nhd. Bao con meéo bi thwong do dinh liu dén vu x06 xat gitta chi nhan va
hung tha nghe hgp 1y hon chit. Con meéo, hoac bi giam vao chan, bi nga dé 1énn
hodc bi da vang di. Tom lai, con meo tinh c0 c6 madt tai hién treong nén bi va lay.
Vay con méo ndy da & dau vao thdi diém 1 gid sang? O gian nha phu! Chéc chin
con meéo di ngl cung nan nhan tai phong ngt cta gian nha phu! Néu hung thu gay
an @ cho khac, khong phai phong ngu thi con meo khong thé bi thwong duwgc!
Nghia la, phong ngu cta gian nha phu chinh la noi hung thu gay an! Co6 Hosho!
Co thay suy luan cua toi ding chwa?”

“Me oi! Trong anh nay sg qua...”

Bai dién thuyét hung hang cia thanh tra Kazamatsuri khién bé Rika oa khdc,
chay vo6i vé phia Minako.
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Tot 1am. Bam bao tr gid trd di, cd bé sé khong bao gid ddm ndi chuyén véi
anh nao la nita.
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T6i hom do, sau khi tré vé nha, Reiko budng xda téc, thao cap kinh gong
den, thay b0 vest den sang chiéc vay lién trang tinh khiét. D6i vGi Reiko, bubi toi
rat quan trong. Do la khoang thoi gian quy bau gitp c6 tam quén cong viéc cta
mot diéu tra vién, trd lai 1a mot tiéu thu khué cac ctia doi thuong.

Sau khi théa man véi bita t6i c6 moén thit ngong, Reiko ra tham vweon hong &
goc san biét thy ma lau réi c6 khong dat chan tGi. San biét thy nha Hosho rong
dén mitc ngwdi lam con bi lac nén du da danh mot phan dé lam veon hong thi san
van con qua rong. Sap vao hé, hoa hong dang dip né r6 nén ca khu vwon tran
ngap huong thom va sac mau ryc rd.

“Pep qua. O, hwong thom nay. Sao ma...” Sao ma giéng noi phat hién thi
thé co gai sang nay thé. Bi kéo trd lai thuc tai, Reiko bat giac budng tiéng thé dai.
That chang c6 tam trang nao dé ngam hoa. Vira ltc ay...

“Pung la rat dep.” Quan gia Kageyama ditng khép nép bén canh Reiko Ién
tiéng, anh mat tinh anh sau cdp kinh gong bac quay sang phia Reiko. “Nhwng du
dep c@ nao ciling sé bi lu m& trwdc vé dep cua tiéu thw toi nay.” That la mot cau
ninh bg sieéu hang.

“Cha, anh Kageyama sao lai that tha qua vay...”

“T6i xin 16i.” Kageyama cti dau, mat van khong bién sac.

Nguwoi dan ong tén Kageyama nay la quan gia kiém tai xé cta gia dinh
Hosho. Ngoai ra, anh ta con la day t¢ trung thanh cia Reiko nita. La quan gia
nhung anh ta con kha tré. Cé 1é tam tudi thanh tra Kazamatsuri. Anh ta dong
déng cao, thuwong deo cap kinh gong bac. Nhin bé ngoai anh ta c6 vé dang tin cay
nhung thye té€ thi chwa han. La phan nguwdi lam trong gia dinh nhung doi khi anh
ta khién Reiko bwc minh béi kiéu an néi thé 16 va cach hanh xi khé chiu. Tuy
thé, Reiko khong thé dubi viéc anh ta chi vi anh ta c6 mot biét tai.

“Kageyama nay, t6i c6 viéc muén héi anh.” Budc trén 16i di dao trong vuon
hong, Reiko vao dé hét sitc... tw nhién. “Gia st nhé, gia sit c6 mot vu giét nguoi,
xac nan nhan dugc tim thay tai vieon hong cach noi gay an khoang 50m, theo anh
thi muc dich cua hung thu la gi?”
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“Thua tiéu thw!” Anh mét ngudi quan gia sau cip kinh 16 vé ho nghi, “Vu an
dé xay ra ¢ dau, ldc nao vay?”

“T6i noi 1a gia str théi ma.”

“Xin tiéu thw thit 16i, chi tiét dén thé thi chi la chuyén c6 that thoi. Tiéu thw
khong gioi n6i doi dau.” Tuyén b6 xong, Kageyama héi thang ludn, nét madt
khong hé thay doi, “Lai cé vu &n md&i phai khong?”

“A 1r.” K& hoach “lam ra vé ty nhién” da that bai ngay titr dau. “Thi thé nan
nhan dugc phat hién sang nay. Nhung hung tha gay an tiv dém qua.”

“Biét ngay ma.” Kageyama thd dai. “Ké twr ltc tiéu thw trd thanh diéu tra
vién, viing nay béng dung 16n xon hin. Ong cha da than thé nhu vay.”

“O thé a?” Chéng hiéu b6 minh néi gi nita. “Lon xo6n khong phai do tdi dau,
anh nhan b6 t6i dirng lo.”

“Da vang.” Kageyama cui gap nguoi. “Quay trd lai chuyén vira roi, c6 vé
nhu tiéu the dang dau dau tredc mét vu an hoc bua. Tiéu thw c6 thé ké ré hon cho
Kageyama nay dugc khong...”

“Khong! Khong! Khong bao gio!” Reiko ngoanh di, kién quyét tir choi. “Roi
anh lai bdo ‘Mat tiéu thw c6 van dé’ ch gi. Xin 16i nhé. Chang can dén anh
ching t6i cling gidi quyét dwgc vu nay. Béi ching t6i la diéu tra vién chuyén
nghiép!”

“Puwong nhién. Canh sat Nhat Ban rat giéi. Ho lap lai 50 lan, tham chi 100
lan viéc lay 101 khai tir nhitng ngwoi lién quan va nhitng nguwdi xung quanh, kiém
chitng hét 100 cudc goi cung cap thong tin day thién chi cua nguwdi dan, bo ra
nhiéu ngay, tham chi la hang chuc ngay dé phan tich ddu vét thu dugc tir hién
treong, yéu cau hang loat nghi pham ra trinh dién, diéu tra, diéu tra va diéu tra,
dé ro6i mot ngay, chi tién t6i duy nhat dwgc mot sy that. Mot noi nhu thé, qua that
khong phai danh cho ké nghiép dv nhv toi...”

“Anh nghe cho 10 nay, toi sé ké cho anh!”
“Vang.”

R6t cude thi Reiko van muon nho cdy dén bo 6c cua Kageyama. Vi 1€ d6 ma
c0 chua thé cho anh ta thoi viéc.

Lat sau...
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Sau khi nghe Reiko ké lai toan bd cau chuyén, Kageyama bat dau dwa ra
quan diém ctia riéng minh.

“C0 1é thanh tra Kazamatsuri suy luan dung. Co6 Takahara Kyoko bi sat hai ¢
gian nha phu va con meo den bi va ldy. Gay an xong, hung thii dem xac nan nhan
ra vuon hong. Pén day, diéu khién to6i thac mac 1a tai sao lai 1a vieon héng?”

“Tai sao lai la vieon hong? Nghia la sao?”

“Vang. Nghe tiéu thu ké, vieon nha Fujikura, ngoai hoa héng con cé rat
nhiéu hoa khéac. Sao hung tha khong chon bui d6 quyén, khém hoa pang-xé hay
dau hoa ma lai chon vweon hong. Chwa ké tir gian nha phu ra vieon hong kha xa.
Tai sao khong phai la bui cay hay khom hoa ngay canh gian nha phu? Chac chan
c6 ly do budc phai la vueon hong. Vay hoa hong cé thit gi khac ma loai khac
khong c6?”

“Thit ma loai khac khong c6... D6 1a...” Mot y nghi chgt 16e 1én trong dau
Reiko khi nhin nhitng bong hong nhung khoe sac. Néi dén hoa hong, tat nhién
khong thé khéng nhac téi... “Sy si mé! Mau dé si mé ngun ngut chay! Ngon lira
tinh yéu thiéu dot ca thé xac lan tdm hon! Chdc chan hung tha phai rat yéu
Takahara Kyoko! Vi qua yéu nén hung tha da sat hai va dat c6 ay lén chiéc
giwvong hoa hong! Pung r6i, it nhat thi nhitng bong héng dang khoe sac kia la
bang chitng cho tinh yéu...”

“E. hém.” Quan gia Kageyama khé ho khan nhu muén cat dit mach tuwéng
twgng cua Reiko. “Tiéc 1a tdi khéng noi dén chuyén cam tinh nhw ‘sy si mé’ hay
‘tinh yéu’. T6i dang noi chuyén cu thé hon co.”

“Hé&? Khong phai a? Chuyén dang dén hoi lang man... Thé y anh la sa0?”

“Xin tiéu thw thit 16i.” Ditng khiim nim bén canh Reiko, Kageyama bat dau
thot ra nhitng 16i sau bang giong cuc ky 1é phép, “Viéc don gian vay tiéu thw con
khong hiéu, thé ma ciling la diéu tra vién chuyén nghiép sao? Noi that, tiéu thw
con kém ca mot ngwoi nghiép duw.”

Reiko xau ho khong biét chui vao dau. Co lai bi anh ta ché bai. Lan nay anh
ta giang c6 xudng thap hon ca nguoi nghiép du. Co da canh giac véi kiéu an néi
tho 16 cua anh ta vdy ma van khong tranh khoi byc bdi. Reiko gia bo ldang thinh
ngam hoa hong, lam nhu khong nghe thay gi dé che giau sy buc doc. Tuy nhién,
lung ¢6 van run 1én.
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“Da... Cho t6i xin 16i néu lam tiéu thw gian,” Kageyama thanh that xin 16i.
“Toi von that tha...”

“That tha qua ciing khong t6t dau!”

Reiko nhitng mu6n tim c6 nguwdi quan gia nay va ném vao bui hoa hong
trvdc mat. Anh ta sé dau dén khi bi gai hong dam vao mat va quan do. A ding
roi! Gai hoa hong. N6i dén thit hoa hong c6 nhung hoa khac khong co, truwée tién
la phdi n6i dén gai. Sy si mé hay tinh yéu sé néi dén sau.

“T6i hiéu roi. Anh muo6n néi dén gai chi gi?”

“Vang.” Nguoi quan gia kinh can cidi dau “Tiéu thw qua 1a chuyén nghiép,
hiéu nhanh qua...”

“T6i khong can 10i xu ninh muén mang dé dau, anh tiép tuc di. Gai hoa
héng thi sao?”

“Vang. Gai hoa hong déng vai tro thé nao trong vu viéc nay? Qua loi ké cta
tiéu thu, toi thay chi thady duy nhat c6 mat vai tro. D6 1a lam xwdc mu ban tay cua
nhitng ngwoi dan ong phat hién ra thi thé. Chi cé vay théi. Va trén thuc té, dé
cling la muc dich cua hung thu.”

“Nghia la sa0?”
“Theo t6i, hung thu da rat tinh vi khi st dung gai hoa hong dé nguy trang.”
“Nguy trang?”

“Vang.” Kageyama khé chinh lai gong kinh. “Trén mu ban tay hung tha c6
vét xwdc khong muén ngudi khac thay. Tuy nhién vi & mu ban tay nén khong thé
gidu duoc néu khong deo gang. Nhung ai lai deo gang vao thoi tiét nay. Do do,
hung thu da nghi ra ké hoach la khiéng cai xac ra givong hoa hong. Dé sang hom
sau, nhan lic moi ngwoi dang hoang loan, hung thi sé c6 co hdi cham vao cai xac
mot cach ty nhién. Hung thu lam ra vé nhw chi cham vao cai xac nhung trén thyc
té la cha dong thoc tay vao dam hoa hong. Lam vay, mu ban tay hung tha duong
nhién sé c6 vét xudc. Vét xuwde cli khong mudn ngudoi khac thay sé bi lan vao
nhitng vét xuwdc mdi. Theo ti day chinh la muc dich cia hung tha.”

“0.” Mic du chi 1a suy ludn mang tinh twéng twong nhung qua that cach
nghi ciia Kageyama da giai thich dugc ly do tai sao hung thu lai dem cai xac ra
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vuon hong. Reiko bat dau thdy to mo nén héi thém, “Con vét xuwde cii, khong
muon nguoi khac thay trén mu ban tay hung thu la sao?”

“Puwong nhién la vét xudc gidng véi vét xuwdc do gai hoa hong. Vi hung
thad, do6 1a vét xudc chi mang, xét theo diing nghia den cua tir nay. Vét xuwdc to cao
ngwoi do6 c6 mat tai hién tredng lic xay ra an mang. Tiéu thw hiéu ch?”

“Vét xudc to cao ngwoi dé co6 mat tai hién trwong lic xdy ra an mang...”
Trong ltic nghe Kageyama néi, mot y nghi thodng hién lén trong dau Reiko. C6
mat ¢ hién trwong ldc do6, ngoai hung thu va nan nhan... ding réi. “Con méo
den? Vét xuwdc do la do con méo... T6i hiéu roi, vét xuwdc khong mudn ngudoi

'”

khac thay chinh 1a vét meo cao

Gai hoa hong va méng vuot méo. Hai thit tuy khac nhau nhung vét xwéc do
ching tao ra thi khé ma phan biét duoc.

“Pung vay. Trén mu ban tay hung tht cé vét xudc do bi con méo ctia nan
nhan cao. Do dd, twong ty nhuw cau thanh nglt ‘gidu la trong rirng’, hung tha da
gidu vét meo cao lan trong nhirng vét xuwdc do gai hoa hong.”
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6

“Tom lai, mot mat con meo bi thuwong & chan do bi va l1ay, hung thu ciing bi
meéo cao trong lic x6 xat v4i nan nhan. Han la hung thu thay khong 6n. Vét méo
cao la vét thwong cé dac trung riéng. Hiém mot noi, trede do6 hung thua lai choi
bai mat chwgc. Nhitng ngwoi choi cung déu nhin thdy mu ban tay cia hung tha.
S€é ra sao néu sang hom sau moi nguwdi phat hién ra trén mu ban tay anh ta cé vét
meéo cao ma lic trede khong c6? Ngwoi nha Fujukura ai cling biét la Takahara
Kyoko yéu meéo, téi nao cling 6m meo ngu. Ho sé chap noi vét méo cao trén mu
ban tay anh ta v&i cai chét ctia Takahara Kyoko. Viéc anh ta la hung tha lap tic bi
bai 16.”

“Pé tranh viéc nay, hung tha da dem xac nan nhan dat trén chiéc giwvong hoa
hong. Lam vay, sang hom sau, véi tw cach la mot trong nhitng nguwdi phat hién ra
cai x4c, anh ta c6 thé cham vao cai xac va dam hoa hong, diéu nay sé giip cho
mu ban tay anh ta day vét xudc”.

“Suy luan t6t lam, Kageyama! Suy luan t6t thé ma di lam quan gia thi phi
qua.”

“Cam on tiéu thw.” Vién quan gia cti gdp nguwoi xudng.

“Vay trong ba nghi pham cé vét xwdc ¢ mu ban tay, ong Fujkura Kozaburo,
Fujkura Masahiro va Teraoka Yuji, ai la tha pham?”

Trong khi Reiko néng long muon nghe két luan thi Kageyama lai muon giai
thich theo trinh tu.

“Th nhat, tha pham khong phai la 6ng Fujnawa Kozaburo. Bdi néu la 6ng
Kozaburo thi khéng can phai dem cai xac ra vieon hong.”

“Nghia la sao?”

“Ong Kozaburo von thich hong hoa hong nén binh thudng tay éng cé rat
nhiéu vét xwdc. Gia sit bi méo cao thi vét xuwdc dé ciing sé khong gay chi y. Ong
c6 thé bao do la vét xuwdc do gai hoa hong ma chang ai thac mac. Trong ngay, hée
ranh la 6ng Kozaburo lai & ly trong viron hong nén 6ng hoan toan c6 thé st dung
151 n6i déi ndy. Ong khong can cit cong dem cdi xac ra vieom hong lam gi.”

“Phai roi. bung la 6ng Kozaburo khong phai hung thu. Vay con lai hai
nguoi, Fujikura Masahiro va Teraoka Yuji.”
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“Vang. Hung tha la mot trong hai nguwdi do. Tiéu thw van chwa hiéu sao?”

“Chuwa.” Reiko lac dau t6 y dau hang. “Néu xét vé thé lyc dé khiéng cai xac
thi Teraoka Yuji c6 1gi thé hon vi cdu ta con tré. Tuy nhién, Masahiro cling méi
ngoai 40. Hon nita, c6 vé nhu hung tha da st dung xe lan cia ba Fumiyo nén van
de thé Iyc khong c6 y nghia quyét dinh.”

“Vang, van dé la ¢ cho d6.” Nguwoi quan gia gio mot ngon tay 1én. “Co ding
la hung thu dung xe 1an ctia ba Fumiyo dé chd cai xac khong?”

“Piéu do6 chinh xac day. Minako da khai nhw vay.”

“Nhung Minako no6i la c6 nhin thay chiéc xe lan bang qua san ttr ctra s6 tang
2. Minako khong nhin & khoang cach gan. Do d6 16i khai nay van con diém mo
h6. Thyec té thi Minako tuwdng nguwdi ngoi trén xe la ba Fumiyo con nguoi day xe
la 6ng Kozaburo.”

“Co thé 1a thé. Nhung y anh 1a sao?”

“Theo t0i thi xe cia ba Fumiyo khong duwgc dung dé ché cai xac.”

“Nhung ma...”

“Tiéu thw nghi xem. Mu6n dung xe ctia ba Fumiyo, hung thu phai dot nhap
vao phong ba. Lic do, hung thu dau biét ba Fumiyo da ngt say hay con thitc.
Hung tht sé khong mao hiém dot nhap vao phong ba Fumiyo dau. Bai d6i véi
hung tha, xe lan la thi¢ ¢6 thi t6t ma khong cé cling chang sao.”

“Thé u? Néu khong c6 xe lan thi c6 thé vac hoac kéo cai xac. Cad Masahiro
lan Teraoka déu du sitc lam viéc nay ma khong can mao hiém lay xe cua ba
Fumiyo. Nhung vay thi la qua. Cai xe Minako nhin thdy lic 1 gio sang 1a gi? Ao
giac cua Minako chang?”

“Khong, khong phaéi do gidc. Bung la Minako da trong thdy canh hung thu
chd cai xac ra vieon hong. Tuy nhién, thi hung tha dung khéng phai la xe lan cta
ba Fumiyo.”

“Khong phdi ctia ba Fumiyo thi la ctia ai? Trong nha Fujikura chi c6 duy
nhat mot cai thoi.”

“Chia khoa dé giai cau do nay lai la con méo den.”
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“...” Reiko khong ngo la sw ton tai cua con méo lai quan trong dén thé.
“Nghia la sa0?”

“Theo nhu tiéu thu ké thi sau dém xdy ra vu viéc, con méo mat tich ca buoi
sang. Bé Rika da tim thdy con méo nam rén v @ trong nha kho & san sau. Van dé
nam & day. Lam thé nao con méo vao dwgc trong nha kho? Khong thé cé chuyén
né tw md cita, chui vao roi déong cua lai dwoc.”

“Q, toi ching biét n6 1am cach nao. Nhung trong chwong trinh thé gigi dong
vat trén ti vi van c6 nhitng con méo khon ngoan mé ctra rat gioi day thoi. Vi lai
c6 thé no chui vao bang duwong ctra s6.”

“Tiéu thw 0i...” Kageyama ném cho Reiko cai nhin ai ngai. “Con meo do
dang bi thwong & chan tredc co ma. Mot con meo chi con di bang ba chan sao c6
thé mé& ctra rat gidi dwoc. Lai con chui vao bang dwong ctra s6 nita. Moi viéc do
tiéu thw con khéng nhin ra thi e rang tiéu thw sé phdi chap nhan bi ché l1a ‘Ga mo
ma cling doi lam diéu tra vién chuyén nghiép’ th6i.”

“Nguoi ché bai va khién t6i khé chiu chinh la anh day!”

“Sao cling dugc.” Phét 10 tiéng thét cua Reiko, Kageyama than nhién ti€p
tuc. “Con meo bi thuwong ¢ chan khong thé ty minh vao nha kho. Theo d6, c6 hai
kha nang, mot la c6 nguwdi co tinh nhot con méo trong nha kho, hai la con méo
tranh tha lén vao khi ai d6 mé& ctra nha kho.”

“... bung la thé.” Reiko mién cudng gat dau. “Nhwng nhot con méo vao nha
kho dé lam gi? Hung tht bi con méo cao nén nhot né vao dé dé phat a? Chang co
y nghia gi ca.”

“Toi cling nghi thé. Vay sé la kha nang thit hai. Con meo da tranh tha lic ai
dé m& ctta nha kho dé chui vao. O trudng hop nay, do con méo dang bi thwong &
chan nén suy ra lic d6 da sau 1 gio sang — tirc sau thoi diém hung thu gay an.
Hon nita, con méo mat tich su6t ca bu6i sang nén c6 thé lic dé da niva dém.”

“Nghia la ntta dém c6 ngwoi da dén nha kho. Ngwaoi dé chinh la hung thu.”

“Vang. Bang viéc bi mat di theo hung thu réi 1én vao nha kho, con meo c6
cha nhan bi sat hai da thuat lai cho ching ta chan twéng sy viéc. Ciing xin dugc
noi thém, meéo den la loai vat rat dang sg, nha van Edgar Allan Poe tirng miéu ta,

https://thuviensach.vn



meéo den thwong tra thu ké gay hai cho né theo cach khong ai ngd tGi. Biét dau
con meo cua Takahara Kyoko lai la hau dué ctia con meo kia...”

“Thoi di, toi khong thich may chuyén ma quy dau.” Reiko ngat loi
Kageyama, dung hai tay 6m 1ay vai. “Vay hung tha ti nha kho dé lam gi?”

“Pay chi la suy doéan ctia tbi thoi, trong nha kho c6 thit chd dwge xac chét.
Hung thu dén do cling la vi thé.”

“Thi ché dugce xac chét!? O nha kho cé thi? nhu vay khong nhi.”

“Vang. Tiéu thu ké la nhin thdy trong kho gia dinh Fujikura c6 ciii, ngya

»

“Pung thé. Nhuwng sao? Ciii va ngwa go khong ché xac chét duge dau.”
Reiko héi lai vi chang hiéu gi. Thay vay, Kageyama lai lac dau tiéc nudi.

“That tiéc 1a tiéu thw da boé qua mot viéc. Tiéu thw da quan sat dugc ching
ay thi 1€ ra cling nén nhin cac ngéc ngach nita. Lam vay, chac chan tiéu thw sé tim
thay no, chiéc xe nd6i ma hung thu dung dé chd cai xac.”

“Xe noi?”

“Vang. Xe noi tuy dung dé ché tré em nhung lai chac chan hon vé bé ngoai
rat nhiéu. N6 khong phai la thit ¢6 thé héng ngay khi ché mot c6 gai manh dé

»

dau.

“Co6 thé 1am nhuwng khong biét trong kho c6 thit d6 khong... A, ding r6i...
phai r6i... c6 1é c6.”

Reiko budc phdi thtra nhan. Bé Fujikura Rika mé&i 5 tudi. Nghia la vai nam
tredc co bé con phai dung xe noi. Minako lai md&i 35. Viéc sinh thém dita con th®
hai 1a hoan toan c6 thé. Vi thé ma gia dinh da cat ciii va do choi vao kho chi
khong vitt di. Vay thi xe noi cling dé ¢ d6 giong nhv may thit kia. Hung thu da
1y no6 ra dé cha cai xac.

“Pung la sé an toan hon néu hung tht dung xe no6i lay ti trong kho thay vi
l1ay xe lan tir phong ngu ctia ba Fumiyo. Canh Minako nhin thay la canh hung thu
day chiéc xe ctia Rika v@Gi xac ctia Takahara Kyoko bén trén.”

“Vang. Chi nhin tir ding xa nén rat kh6 phan biét la dang day xe noi hay xe
lan. Minako quen nhin xe lan ctia ba Fumiyo r6i nén nhin nham xe néi thanh xe
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lan au ciing la 1é thwong.”

“C6 vé dung nhu anh néi.” Reiko gat dau, té y tam phuc khau phuc tuyét doi
nhung ngay sau d6, c6 nhan ra la van chuwa cé gi thuc sy sang td. “Vay rot cudc
hung thu la ai?”

Van con hai nghi can, Fujikura Masahiro va Teraoka Yuji. Tinh hinh khéng
c6 gi thay doi.

“Q, tiéu thw van chwa hiéu ra sao? Hung thii s& so ra ddy con gi.”

Kageyama dirng lai mét lic truede khi dwa ra 10i giai thich cudi cung.

“Hung thti bi méo cao vao mu ban tay, dé che gidu vét cao, han da dem xac
nan nhan ra vueon hong. Pay la sy viéc nam ngoai ké hoach cia hung thu. Trong
hoan canh d6, hung thu nhanh tri nghi téi viéc 1ay chiéc xe noi & trong kho dé
chd cai xac. Teraoka Yuji c6 kha nang lam viéc nay khong? Khong, hoan toan
khong. Tuy c6 ho vGi gia dinh Fujikura nhung Teraoka da khong lui tGi nha
Fujikura su6t 12 nam qua, ké tir hoi sinh vién. Nguwoi nhw vay khong thé biét rd
noi cat xe noi. Néu Teraoka Yuji la hung thu, chdc chan anh ta sé ti minh khiéng
cai xac ra vieon hong truede khi tréng chd vao cai xe minh khong biét 1o cat & dau.
Teraoka Yuji khong phai la hung thu.”

“Vay hung thu la Fujikura Masahiro. Bdi anh ta biét rd cho cat xe n6i con
gai minh ting dung.”

Reiko 1am nham xong thi Kageyama ditng bén canh lang 1€ gat dau.

“Tiéu thw néi ding.”

Tiép theo, Kageyama noi vé dong co cua hung tht sau khi mao dau rang day
chi la do anh twdng tuwgng.

“Co 1€ hoi con la gai lang choi, gitta Takahara Kyoko va Masahiro da c6 méi
quan hé ngoai luéng. Doi vbi ong con ré Masahiro, viéc Takahara Kyoko tré
thanh thanh vién trong gia dinh Fujikura thyc sy 1a moi de doa 16n. Biéu nay da
dan t6i cudc x6 xat nho ¢ gian nha phu t6i hom qua va bat ngd bién thanh mét vu
an mang. To6i cho la nhw vay.”

Gi6 thang Nam thoi qua veon hong mang téi hwong thom ngot ngao nhw
muon xua di cau néi ctia ngwdi quan gia.
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Mai minh phai cung thanh tra Kazamatsuri vao nha kho tim chiéc xe n6i méi
duwgc. Reiko da nghi thé khi dam minh trong huwong hoa hong thom ngat.
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Cau chuyén thiy tu:
Co dau ¢ trong phong kin

1

“Thay bao nguwdi Anh cé cau ‘Co dau thang Sau — June Bride — sé hanh
phic’. O dat nwdc 6 khi hau that thwong nhw nuwéc Anh, thang Sau 1a thang thoi
tiét dep nhat. Vi thé, cap doi nao t6 chitc dam cwéi vao thang Sau sé hanh phic.
Nhung dieu nay khong ding véi nwdc Nhat. O Nhat, thang Sau 1a mua mua.
Ciing la luc thoi tiét xau nhat trong nam. Thé ma van ¢6 ngudi chon cudi vao
thang Sau. Gid dén ca Yuri nita...”

“T6i hiéu tam trang cta tiéu thw.” T ghé lai xe, Kageyama — mat van nhin
vé phia trwdc — dap bang giong thong cam. “Tiéu thw khong chap nhan dwgc viéc
ban lay chéng trwdc minh...”

“Ai bao anh thé!”

Ngoi & ghé sau, Reiko nhan madt roi lwom Kageyama qua gwong chiéu hau.
Mot anh chang ngoai ba mwoi, cao rdo, deo kinh gong bac. Phong cach c6 dién
v6i bo vest tuxedo mau den, that no bwém khién anh ta trong giong nhu khach di
dy ddm cwdi. Nhung khong, ngwoi duwgc moi dy 1€ cwdi cua Sawamura Yuri la
Reiko. Kageyama chi la tai xé kiém quén gia c6 nhiém vu dwa don Reiko. Bo
vest tuxedo anh ta mac khong phai 1€ phuc ma la déong phuc quan gia.

“Tiéu thu c6 gi khong vira long chang? T ban ndy t6i thay tiéu thw c buén
bu6n.”

“Ai? Ai budn co?” Reiko ngling ngudy quay ra ctra s6, ngam canh duwong
ph6 dang chim trong muwa thang Sau. “T6i chi muon néi la di dy dam cuédi vao
ngay mua khién t6i phat 6m.”

Reiko chong ché vay théi chit Kageyama néi dung. Reiko khong ngd Yuri sé
1ay chong treéc minh. Yuri kém Reiko ba tudi, hoc cung trudng dai hoc nhung &
khoa duwéi. Hoan canh cé hai kha giéng nhau khi déu sinh trwdng trong gia dinh
giau c6, nhung cong bang ma noi thi Reiko hoc giéi hon Yuri mot chit, bé ngoai
noi bat hon mot chit, cé nhiéu ngwdi theo dudi hon mét chit, ma khong, phai la
nhiéu hon han, hon tuyét déi! Vay ma... tai sao?
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Co 1€ vi hai ngwoi da chon hai huwdng khac nhau sau khi ra treong. Trong khi
Yuri & nha phu viéc gia dinh thi Reiko trd thanh diéu tra vién ctia S& Canh sat
Kunitachi. Hang ngay, nam gi¢i ma Reiko tiép xuic ciing chi cé thanh tra
Kazamatsuri — nguwdi luon ty man thai qua vé dia vi ban than — va nhitng dong
nghiép tho 16. Ngoai ra la bon tdi pham hung ac va ngudi quan gia lam 10i nay...

119 »
.

“Tiéu thw sao vay?”

“Khong, chang sao cd.” Reiko v0i lac dau roi dé chitng to6 uy quyén ctiia mot
tiéu thw, co dwa ra cdu ménh 1énh cé phan qua quat, “Kageyama, phong hét toc
do nhung van dam bao an toan cho t6i. Ré ra nhw vay la muon day.”

Kageyama ngoan ngoan nhan chan ga. Chiéc Limousine chd hai ngudi tang
toc, lao vun vt trén dudng cao toc, tién vao trung tam.

Dich dén la khu Shirokanedai & quan Minato. Tuy nhién ho khéng dén trung
tam tiéc cwdi. Trong thiép moi ghi dia diém t6 chitc 1a nha riéng cta Yuri &
Shirokanedai. T6 chitc hon 1€ tai nha la kiéu ma may nhan vat ndi tiéng, duw da
tién bac va thira thai thoi gian hay lam. Con doi vGi nit diéu tra vién tré tudi dw da
tién bac nhung thiéu thon thoi gian nhw Reiko, cach lam nay qua la phién ha, cho
du khong thé phu nhéan la c6 c6 chat ghen ti.

“Nha riéng gia dinh Sawamura rong t&i mitc t6 chitc hon 1é dugce co a?”
“Pau co6, chat lam. Chi bang nita nha t6i thoi.”

“Ntra dinh thy Hosho la rong r6i day tiéu thw.” Kageyama chi trich suy nghi
l1éch lac ctia Reiko.

B0 Reiko, 6ng Hosho Seitaro la mdt nha tai phiét, hién giitr chitc chu tich tap
doan Hosho. Dinh thy nam & thanh pho Kunitachi ctia gia dinh Hosho rong dén
tl’c cuoi.

“Dinh thy gia dinh Sawamura tredc kia la cia gia dinh Saionji. Anh biét gia
dinh Saionji khong? Co6ng ty thép Saionji van dwoc moi nguwdi nhac t6i khi ké
chuyén ngay xwa day. Gid sap nhap véi cong ty khac nén né mat tén roi gia dinh
Saionji cting khéng con kinh doanh nita nhung dinh thy thi van bé thé nhw xwa.”

“Nhung sao gia dinh Sawamura lai song ¢ d6?”
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“Gia dinh Sawamura c6 ho vdi gia dinh Saionji. Toi chi noi nho cho anh thoi
nhé, ho Saionji sap tan lui réi. Nguwoi duy nhat con mang ho Saionji 1a mot phu
ni* da trén 60 tudi tén la Kotoe. Ba ay chwa tirng két hon va cling khong c6 con.
Ba dy rat c6 doc. Vi Kotoe chi c6 mot minh, viéc trong nom ngdi nha gap nhiéu
kho khan nén gia dinh Sawamura da chuyén dén song cung. Gio c6 1é nén goi do
la dinh thy Sawamura thi hop ly hon la dinh thy Saionji.”

“Gia dinh Sawamura lam nghé gi?”

“Kinh doanh nha hang. Me cua Yuri, c6 Takako c6 tdn may nha hang cao
cap. Bo t0i la khach quen cta c6 dy day. Toi quen ca gia dinh Sawamura. C6
Takako cé ba con, Yuri la con gai 16n. Duwéi Yuri c6 cau Yusuke dang hoc dai hoc,
bé nhat la Miyuki dang hoc cap III.”

“Khong thay tiéu thu nhac dén 6ng bo.”

“Ong ay mat tir hdi Yuri con nhé. Do d6, tinh ca ba Kotoe thi hién c6 5
nguoi song tai dinh thy. A, nghe néi con c6 mot quan gia nita.”

“Quan gia? Tuyét qua. Toi rat mudn gap nguoi dé!”
Loai thi quy hiém sap tuyét ching chac cling chi mirng dén c& nay khi tinh
co tim dwgc dong doi, Reiko tham nghi.

“Nguoi quan gia d6 la nhan vién ky cyu, phuc vu nha Saionji su6t 50 nam

A e o9y

Iol.

Trong lic hai ngudi tro chuyén, chiéc xe Limousine chuyén tit dwong cao
toc sang duong ndi d6. Chiéc xe nhu cay kim luon qua céac toa nha, chang may
chdc hién ra trvdc mat la hinh anh khu d6 thi cao cap khoac 1én minh bau khong
khi thanh binh. Doc bén con doc thoai thodi, cac ng6i nha kiéu cach thi nhau pho
dién. Kageyama cho chiéc Limousine chay bang bang nhw thé da c6 san ban do
trong dau. Pén cudi doc, mdt ngdi biét thy vdi canh cong do s6 strng strng hién
1én. Ngoai cong treo hai bang tén, Sawamura va Saionji.

“Nha nay phai khong tiéu thu?”

Kageyama cho xe chay qua canh cong dang mé& san. Pa c6 vai chiéc xe dau
trong bai do. Tat ca déu la xe cao cap nhung chang chiéc nao dam do véi chiéc
Limousine than dai Cadillac ctia Reiko. Xe vira d6, Kageyama nhanh chéng roi
khoi ghé, budc ra phia sau, m@ cita xe bang mot c chi vo cung duyén dang.
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“Moi tiéu thu.”

“Cam on anh.” Reiko twoi cudi buwde xudng. “Oi, mua tanh réi ndy. May
qua, khong lo w6t vay.”

Reiko mac chiéc vay ngan hd vai mau rugu dé anh kim, bén dwdi la doi giay
bét dinh no, ca hai déu la d6 méi mua. Reiko da phai rat vat va dé lam minh trong
kém thu hit hon c6 dau. Nhung du cé tiét ché thé nao ciing khé tranh dwoc viéc
noi bat hon c6 dau bé nho doé... Reiko dang ty phu nhu vay thi...

“Chao mung quy khach.”

Mot béng den bat ngd xuat hién tir phia sau. Mot ngwoi dan 6ng mac bo vest
tuxedo. Ong ta da ludng tudi, dang ngudi gay go, mai téc trdng nhu cudec.

“To6i la Yoshida, quan gia cda gia dinh Saionji.” Nguwdi quan gia toc bac 1é
phép chao. Bong tac cti chao cta 6ng uyén chuyén tir dau tdi cudi, nét mat cling
rat hoa nha. Giong néi tram am, tao cam giac yén tam cho ngudi doi dién “Co
Hosho phdi khong? T6i da dugc nghe vé c6. Rat vui vi c6 da dén. Xin phép dugc
dan c6 vao hoi treong.”

“Ong that lich sv... A, doi t6i mot chiit.” Néi xong, Reiko ra 1énh cho nguoi
quan gia cua minh. “Kageyama, anh dgi trong xe nhé.”

“Vang.”

Miéng dap vay nhung nét mdt anh ta hién rd sy bat binh: t6i phéi cho & day
a! Thai do that chang giong mot quan gia. Thay thé, ong Yoshida voi xen vao,
“Khong khong, mai anh vao cung luon. Ai lai dé anh ngoi day.”

“0, khong sao dau, bit anh dy dgi nim, siu tiéng ciing ching sao dau.”
Thyc té da cé lan Reiko bat Kageyama dgi tan tdm tiéng dé ¢6 mua sam. “Phai
khong Kageyama?”

“Vang, khong sao.” Nhung mat anh ta lai hién Ién dong chi: Tiéu thw tha
cho t6i di.

Duong nhu doc duge sy dau kho trén nét mat ngwoi dong nghiép, ong
Yoshida nhanh chéng tung ra phao cttu sinh, “Khong dugc, lam vay toi sé bi tiéu
th mang mat. Tuy la tiéc cwdi nhung khong dén noi cang thang dau, moi hai
nguoi cung vao.”
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Kageyama khim nim, gia bo cdo lui, “Ké hén mon nhuw t6i dau thé tham du
bita tiéc ngoai trdi sang trong dugc...” Sau dé anh ta tr ton quay sang Reiko, chd
doi 10i phan quyét, “Phai khong tiéu thu?”

“T6i bao anh doi trong xe.” Reiko lanh lung, “La dua day, anh vao di.”
Kageyama thé phao nhu trit duvgc ganh nang.

“Toi xin phép dugc dan hai ngudi vao trong. Moi theo 16i nay. Xin hdy chu
y budc chan.”

Quan gia Yoshida budc 1én tre6e Reiko va Kageyama. Reiko nhin theo ong
Yoshida, thé dai 1am bam.

“Quan gia nha Saionji c6 khac. Vira diém tinh, nhanh nhen lai 1€ phép, that
tuyét voi. bung la quan gia xin.”

“Thuwa tiéu thw.” Budc sau chirng nita budc, Kageyama té ngay thai do truéc
cdu noéi cia Reiko. “Phai chang tiéu thuw muon noi t6i la quan gia doém? Qua
dang! Noi thé that qua dang!”

“T6i dau c6 noi thé. Chi la cach dién dat thoi.”

L4t sau, Reiko va Kageyama dugc 6ng Yoshida dan t6i mot toa nha kiéu Au.
Toa nha vé6i rang thuong xuan bam trén twong nay néu nhin theo céach tich cue thi
la m6t dinh thy c6 gia tri van hoa. Con nhin theo cach tiéu cyc thi trong nhuw mot
di vat dang muc nat.

Tt cta 16n dan vao trong nha. Thit dap vao mat dau tién la mot cau thang rat
to duwgc trai tham do khién nguwdi ta c6 cam giac nhw dang & phim tredng ctia mot
bd phim c6 dién. Pitng trén cau thang la mot gwong mat lau 1am Reiko mdi trong
thay.

Mot gwong mat ngdy tho, trang tréo van con phang phat nét thiéu nit. Mai
toc den, dai dugc budc sang hai bén. B6 trang phuc kin ddo véi chiéc 4o trang
tinh khoi ciing chan vay dai cham gét. C6 gai trong nhw cong chia nay chinh la
nhan vat ctia ngay hom nay — Sawamura Yuri. Vira trong thdy Reiko ditng duégi
cau thang, Yuri ming rd nhw mot dia tré.

“Oi chi Reiko! Chj dén chia vui v6i em a.”

No6i xong, Yuri lao ngay xuéng, dén giita cau thang thi giam phai chan vay,
nga bo nhao veé phia trudc. Tiéu thw nha Sawamura chi kip kéu 1én “Aa...” r6i lan
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lién qua nam, sau bac cau thang tridc khi roi xuéng dat.
Trwdc tham kich bat ngd, Reiko voi ngoanh di khong nhin.

“Co Yuri!” Quan gia Yoshida von diém tinh la thé ciing hét hai chay vé phia
Yuri. “Co khong sao chir?”

“Vang, vang, toi khong sao dau bac Yoshida.”

“O!” Nguoi quan gia thé phao nhe nhom, “C6 khong sao 1a tot r6i!”

“Vang, khong sao dau. Chi bi dap chan va séi c6 thoi!”

“Troi, ma... mau dén bénh vién thoi! Can phai chup ndo ngay!” Mat ngudi
quan gia gia bién sac.

“T6i da bao la khong sao ma. Bac dirng lo.” Yuri mim cuwdi bang quo roi
diéng day, di vé phia Reiko, “Em rat vui vi chi dén.”

Trwéc kiéu cti chao duyén dang cua Yuri, Reiko chi con biét guwong cuoi
dap.
“Oi Yuri, em van nhv ngdy xua.”

Khéng phai Reiko mia mai nhwng dung la tir hoi dai hoc, Sawamura Yuri da
v6 cung hau dau. Pén noi, ban than viéc Yuri séng duge dén hom nay ciling la
mot ky tich. Riéng 1y do nay cling da khién Reiko khong twdng twgng noi viéc
Yuri lay chong. “Em lay chong that w? Lay ai? Vi sao lai 1dy?” Reiko quan tam
t¢i nhitng diéu nay tredc tién. “Nao, mau gidi thiéu cho chi di.”

Nhung Yuri van hoan Yuri, khong bao gio dé y xem nguoi khac noéi gi, ¢o ¢
nhin cham cham vao Kageyama dang ditng canh Reiko, “Chi Reiko, anh chang
tuyét voi nay la ai thé?” Pung la chd thay do6i gi. Reiko danh phai giai thich, “La
quan gia nha chi”. Yuri té y da hiéu va quay sang Kageyama, cti gap nguoi chao,
“Chao anh”. Kiéu chao cung kinh nhat.

“Chao c0, toi tén la Kageyama. Chic mirng c6.” Khong hé t6 ra thua kém,
Kageyama ciling cti gdp nguwoi. Két thic man chao héi, sy'c nhé la dang voi, Yuri
chao tam biét, “Hai anh chi vui vé nhé. Em phai thay vay c6 dau. Em di day. Chi
Reiko, néi chuyén sau nhé.”

“U, gdp em sau... Nay Yuri.” Reiko goi v6i theo c6 em dang chuan bi chay
1én cau thang, “Can than gau vay nhé.”
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“Chi khong phai lo dau, Reiko!”

Yuri gio hai ngon tay roéi chay u 1én tang 2, khuat dang. Kiéu chay cia Yuri
khién nguwoi ta dam ngo liéu nhitng 10i nhac nhd vira r6i cé6 dwge chu y téi hay
khong. Reiko dang lo ling thi & bén canh, Kageyama khé xuyt xoa “O hoa ra co
ay la tiéu thw nha Sawamura. Tiéu thw xin c6 khac.”

Néu dé la tiéu thu xin thi toi tinh nguyén lam tiéu thw dém. Thuc long Reiko
nghi nhu vay.
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Lé cwdi dién ra tai phong khach tang 1 duwdi sy chitng kién ctia cha c6 gia
dinh va mot so ban bé than thiét. Ngoai trir viéc suyt c6 man cham moi thé udc
gitta cha c6 va c6 dau, bat nguodn tir viéc Yuri giam phdi chan vay, nga b6 nhao
vao nguoi cha co khi dang khoac tay chu ré tién vao 1é duong, thi c6 thé néi budi
1é da dién ra su6n sé. Budi 1é két thiic trong khong khi nhe nhang véi man trao
nhan, danh dau sy gan két ctia cap tan lang, tan nwong.

Phén tiéc dién ra sau d6 dugc t6 chitc theo kiéu tiéc ditng. Cé vé nhiéu
ngwoi chi dwgc moi dén dy tiéc nén s6 khach tang 1én trong thay. Phong khach
16n dugc dung lam noi té chite tiéc chat kin nguoi.

“Chi Reiko oi, em gi6i thiéu anh dy vGi chi nhé.” Yuri — lic nay da doi tw
vay cO dau sang chiéc vay da tiéc don gian dat tay chd ré mdc bo vest tuxedo
trang di tdi. “Pay la anh Hosoyama Teruya. Anh ay la ludt sw, phu trach cac van
de vé phéap ludt cta gia dinh Sawamura va Saionji. Anh Teruya, day la chi Hosho
Reiko. Chi dy la diéu tra vién, phu trach xt ly tat ca bon toi pham ctia Kunitachi
day.”

Gidi thiéu kiéu gi thé!? Reiko khé lwom Yuri r6i quay sang c6 nan ra mot nu
cuwoi dé chao Hosoyama. Sau khi quan sat kj gwong mat Hosoyama, Reiko xin
phép Hosoyama roi kéo Yuri ra goc twong, ghé tai hoi nho, “Sao em lay ngudi gia
thé?”

Reiko da thac mac vé diéu nay tir lic du 1é cudi.

Chu ré Hosoyama Teruya c6 1€ da ngoai 40. Guwong mat kiéu c6 dién trong
cling khong dén noi nao. Kiéu cua dién vién dién trai ngay xwa. Tuy nhién, khi
diéng canh ngudi c6 gwong madt tré con nhw Yuri, khong can than sé bi twéng
nham c6 dau dang di v6i bo chit khong phai véi cha ré.

Yuri binh than phua nhén 16i Reiko, “Gia dau ma gia. Anh ay hon em c6 18
tu6i thoi.”

“Thé la gia roi. Yuri thich nguwdi 16n tudi a?”

“Vang.” Yuri thang than thita nhan. “Chi biét 1a b6 em mat sém. C6 thé do
anh huéng tit chuyén nay ma em thich nguwdi 16n tudi. May cau choai choai 19,
20 chang hé khién em xao long. Ct phai ti 30 trd 1én.”
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“0, thé ha?” Reiko khong biét diu ndy. Thao nao Yuri thdy Kageyama
“tuyét voi”. Ra la vay. “Chi hiéu roi. Chi khong c6 y chi trich chuyén hon nhan
ctia em. Chi chi bat ngo vi thay tudi hai nguwoi 1éch tudi thoi.”

“Q, thé da 1a gi. Chi nhin me em kia kia.”

N6i roi Yuri chi tay vé phia me minh — c6 Takako — dang ditng gitta hoi
treong. Vi bo vay bo sat mau do ruc, sy hién dién ctia c6 Takako that noi bat,
néu khong mudén noéi 1a hoi 16 so véi do tudi da ngoai 50. Bing nép sau co la mot
anh chang khoang 30 tubi.

“Chi nghi anh kia la ai?”

“...La nguoi yéu cua co Takako chang?”

“Vang.” Yuri lai thang than thita nhan. “Anh ay tén la Hamazaki, mot dau
bép ctt khoi hién dang lam viéc tai nha hang ctia gia dinh em. Chi tréng kia, me
em chét mé chét mét anh ay. Hai ngwoi sé sém lay nhau thoi.”

“O thé ha?” Takako doc than nén chuyén dé khong phai 1a khong thé. Néu
hai ngudi do6 1ay nhau that thi s6 tudi chénh léch sé la hon hai mwoi. So véi cdp
nay thi sw chénh léch cua Yuri va Hosoyama Teruya diang la chwa dang gi...
Nhung c6 sao. M6i ngudi mot sd thich, viéc c6 ay thich ai chdng lién quan tdi
minh.

“Chuc em hanh phuc nhé, Yuri.”

Yuri cam on Reiko r6i quay vé cho ngudi chong yéu dau.

Reiko dang mai nhin theo Yuri thi c6 tiéng goi tir phia sau.

“Chi Reiko, tai sao trong 1é cwdi ho lai chic nguwdi hanh phiic nhat dugc
hanh phuc. Chi thdy la khéng?”

Reiko giat minh ngodnh lai thi thdy mdt cdu thanh nién dang cam ly rugu.
D6 la Sawamura Yusuke, em trai Yuri. Hai bén ma cau ta tng hong, cé vé ciu ta
da uéng kha kha. Khong gidi tiép chuyén nhitng ngudi say rugu, Reiko chi biét
cuwoi trit, thay thé, Yusuke bén tudn mét trang.

“Cé6 phai cudc hon nhan nao cling hanh phic dau. Van cé nhitng cu6c hén
nhan bat hanh. Thé nén md&i phai chic nhau hanh phic. Vay thi chang phéi ban
than cau chuc kia da dy bao mot cudc hén nhan bat hanh sao? Nghi theo cach nay
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thi héa ra cau chic lai 1a diem g@. O, phai r6i, tu toi sé téi chic phiic cho anh ta,
vdi tat ca sy bat binh dang c6 & trong long.”

N6i xong, Yusuke toan lao t6i cho chu ré Hosoyama Teruya thi bi c6 gai
ding canh ngan lai. Co gai mdc chiéc vay lién mau trang 6m sat than hinh manh
khéanh nay la Sawamura Miyuki, em gai cua Yusuke.

“Khong dugc, dang la tiéc cudgi, anh phai chic cho dang hoang chw.”
Miyuki tém 1dy c6 4o ctia Yusuke, 16i vé cho Reiko. “Xin 16i chi Reiko, anh em
dang say nén cw xt¥ ngu ngdc hon binh thuwong.”

Reiko khong biét binh thwong Yusuke thé nao nhwng c6 em da néi vay thi
binh thwdong chac cau ta khon ngoan hon.

“Cau Yusuke khong tan thanh ddm cuwdi nay a? Cau budn vi bi nguoi ta 1ay
mat chi gai chang?”
“Khong. Anh em t¢c vi bi 1ay mat tai san. Bung khong anh?”

“DPuong nhien.” Yusuke khong phu nhan 101 em gai. “Chi Reiko, muc tieu
cta thang cha Hosoyama do6 la tai san nha Sawamura. Nho' dugc long bac Kotoe
ma han tré thanh luat sw tw van cho gia dinh Saionji. Nhwng khi phat hién ra nha
Saionji chang c6 cua nd gi dang ké, han lién chuyén muc tiéu sang nha
Sawamura. Han ltta phinh chi Yuri, nhanh chéng c6 dwgc mot ddm cuwéi. Bam
cuw6i nay khong hé co tinh yéu. Chi em van khong hé biét minh dang bi 1gi dung,
chi em von ngdc ma!”

“Anh m@i ngdc ay. Anh xem nhiéu phim truyén hinh qua day.”

“Ngugc lai thi co6, chuyén twdng chi cé trong phim lai xay dén véi nhitng gia
dinh giau cé nhw nha minh... Ma théi, Miyuki, mai em thi r6i, Ién tang 2 hoc bai
di. Pung pha dam nita. Suyt suyt, di di.”

“Pugc roi.” Miyuki cau kinh trwdc kiéu xua nhw xua ché ctia Yusuke roi
budc ra khoi phong khach 16n. Pgi em gai di khuat, Yusuke quay sang, tro trén
ghé sat mat vao Reiko, noéi, “Chi Reiko, ké pha dam di ro6i. Mac du chang thich
tha gi véi dam cuwéi cda chi gai nhung nho thé em méi gap dwoc chi. Gig hai chi
em minh noi chuyén riéng v6i nhau nhé.”

“Pugc thoi. Khong can noi vé chi cau a?”

“Chi dy sao chang dugc. Mac ké di, anh dinh...”
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Cau ta say r6i. Chinh cau ta mdi la ké pha dam, nhung ké ra ciing chwa dén
mic bi an bat tai. Néu cdu ta ddm cham vao minh, minh sé téng giam cdu ta
ngay... Reiko dang nghi toi d6 thi bong c6 ngwoi mac bg vest tuxedo len vao
gitta. La Kageyama. Gia vo bi vap, Kagevama day Yunsuke ra r6i kéo Reiko ra
mot goc.

“Anh lam gi thé, Kageyama?”

“Ong chu dang lo 1dm.” Kageyama néi nhv thé dang ray la Reiko. “Ong chu
lo khong biét c6 ké nao dinh Iira phinh, héi cuwégi tiéu the dé chiém doat tai san
nha Hosho khong.”

“0, héa ra bd toi ciling thich xem phim truyén hinh a. Bing 1a 6ng bé réc
r6i.” Reiko khé thé dai ro6i 1én giong, “Bo to6i dinh lam gi? Cdm t6i khong dugc
no6i chuyén véi dan 6ng chac? Nh& dén lic bon muwoi, nam muwoi téi van chwa lay
dwgc chong thi sao? Ha!”

No6i xong, Reiko v0i che miéng va quay mat vao twong. Thay wvay,
Kageyama ruén ngudi qua vai Reiko, thac mac, “Tiéu thu sao thé?”

“Kageyama, anh nhin giup t6i v6i.” Reiko chi tay ra sau lung, “Co phai phia
twong dang kia c6 mot co mac kimono rat sang trong, ding khong. Cé ay dang
lwom t6i a? Co ay c6 té ra kho chiu khong?”

“Khong, c6 dy dang uéng riegu mot minh théi. Ai thé?”

Reiko thé phao nhe nhom r6i quay ngudi lai. Sau khi liéc nhin ngwdi dan ba
dang ding canh twong, Reiko bao, “Dé la c6 Kotoe. Lic trong xe t6i ké vGi anh
roi day.”

“A, nguoi cubi cung cta dong ho Saionji. Hon 60 tu6i ma van chuwa
chong...”

“Anh ham a! Néi gi ma to thé!”

Sv ngan can cua Reiko trd nén vo ich vi cau noi cua Kageyama duwong nhu
da lot vao tai ba Saionji Kotoe. Ba ban cai nhin lanh nhw miii tén vé phia hai
nguoi.

Cé Reiko va Kageyama cung quay madt vao twong.
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Budi tiéc bat dau dugc khoang mot tiéng. Reiko bong thay la la. Chang biét
tir lic nao, nhan vat chinh ctia ngay hém nay, c6 dau Sawamura Yuri da bién mat
khéi hoi trvong. Sinh nghi, Reiko bén ra hoi nguwoi quan gia Yoshida.

“O, ban ndy t6i van trong thdy c6 ay ma.” Yoshida cling thac mac. “Dé€ t6i
hoi anh Hosoyama xem sao.”

“Vang.” Reiko gat dau r6i cung Yoshida di vé phia Hosoyama Teruya. Chud
ré dang mot minh tro chuyén véi khach moi. Hai ma anh ta dé nhw hai qua hong,
6 18 vi phai tiép ruwgu nhiéu qua. Khi Reiko thac mac vé sy vang mat cia Yuri thi
nhan dugc cau tra 1oi bat ngo tir Hosoyama.

“Co ay udng rugu nén cam thady khong dwgce khoe, gio dang ndm nghi trong
phong roi. Chang sao dau. Chi la dé tinh rwgu thoi. Co6 ay sé quay lai ngay.”

Hosoyama Teruya thay chang c6 gi dang lo nén quay ra tiép tuc tro chuyén
v6i khach moi. Nhung Reiko lai thay lo. C6 dung la vi rwgu khong? Vai tiéng
tride, Yuri da c6 ci 16n nhao ngoan muc & cau thang. Nga xong trong Yuri van
tinh tdo, tuy nhién cling c6 treong hgp mot lic sau méi c6 biéu hién mét moi.
Reiko thdy khong yén tam nén héi ngwoi quan gia gia ditng bén canh.

“T6i sé di xem Yuri thé nao. Phong Yuri ¢ dau.”

“T6i cling sé di cung. Xin moi theo 16i nay.”

Reiko va Yoshida cung r&i khéi hdi treong. Sau dé hai nguoi di vao sanh dé
lén tang 2.

“Phong c6 Yuri & ngay bén phai...”

Bong c6 mot tiéng thét — tiéng nit gidi — cat ngang 1oi 6ng Yoshida. Reiko
nhan ngay ra giong Yuri. Co chay vot lén trw6c 6ng Yoshida, dam thum thup vao
ctra phong nam bén phai cau thang. “Yuri 0i, em sao thé! Yuri!”

Chi c6 tiéng tram duc vong lai cia canh ctra go, khong c6 tiéng dap tir bén
trong. Reiko van tay nam nhung canh ctta khong nhiic nhich, cé vé ctra da bi
khoa trai. Reiko héi Yoshida xem 6ng c6 chia khong.
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“Két sat phong t6i c6 mot chia. Toi sé di lay ngay, xin tiéu thw dgi mot
chut!”

Bang ctt chi nhanh nhen khéng hé c6 dau hiéu cua tubi tac, ong Yoshida lao
ngay xudng cau thang. Con lai mot minh & hanh lang, Reiko lién tuc dap ctra va
goi nguwdi ban chac chan dang & bén trong, van khong c6 tiéng dap. Tung gidy
cham rai tréi qua, cudi cung 6ng Yoshida cling quay lai v6i chiéc chia khéa trén
tay. Reiko giat phang chia khoa va tra vao 6. Chia khoa vira nam gon trong 6
xong la Reiko m& ngay canh cira.

Reiko dwa mat nhin khap can phong. Pap vao mat co la ctta s6 dang mé&
clng rém cita tung bay trong gi6. Co nhin sang chiéc giwong dat canh ctta so...
Yuri dang nam trén do.

“Troi!” Reiko hét 1én.

Trén lung chiéc vay da tiéc trang cta Yuri, mot vét do sam dang lan rong,
nhw mot tam hoa do. Reiko voi lao dén bén Yuri. Nhin & cy ly gan, khong con
nghi ngd gi nita, vét loang kia chinh 1a mau do6. Bén canh gbi c6 mot con dao vé6i
phan Iwdi nhuém mau.

“Qi tiéu thw, c6 chuyén gi vay!” Pitng sau Reiko, 6ng Yoshida cit giong
thang thot. Nguwoi quéan gia von diém tinh cling khong giau noi sw bang hoang.

Reiko bat mach cho Yuri, lIong tham hy vong. May man la mach con dap.

“Tét roi! Co ay chwa chét dau. Ching ta dén that dung lic.” Reiko x6c co
thé da kiét sitc cta Yuri 1én. “Co 1én nao Yuri! Pa c6 chuyén gi! Ai lam em thé

nay!”

“... Oi, chi Reiko... Em...”

“Khong dwoc noi gi hét! Em dang bi thuwong rat nang!”

“... Thé thi... dung hoi... em...”

“...” Chi xin 16i. Em no6i ding. Tai chi mat binh tinh nén néi ma khéng suy
nghi.

Reiko ty dong vién rang minh la diéu tra vién nén cang phdi binh tinh. Truwéc
mat, dé cam mdu, Reiko 1y chan dap 1én vét thuwong & lung Yuri. Vét thuong tuy
khong phdi ¢ vi tri nguy hiém dén tinh mang nhung ciing kha nang. Reiko dinh
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goi 119 thi nhé ra hém nay phai dién do dep nén c6 da khong mang theo may do
lat vat.

DPuing lic dy c6 tiéng chan ngwoi chay dén.

Reiko ngoanh lai nhin ra phia ctta. Trwdc ctra ¢6 hai nguwoi phu nit va mot
nam gidi. Hai phu nit la ba Saionji Kotoe va c6 Sawamura Takako. Nguoi con lai
l1a Yusuke, con trai ctia co Takako.

“Sao thé?” Yusuke hét hai héi. “Pa c6 chuyén gi a?”

Yusuke nhin thdy Yuri nhwng khéng nhin dwgc thwong do bi tdim chan che
mat. Co6 vé cau ta chrra nhan ra tinh nghiém trong cta su viéc.

Nguoi co mdt sau dé mot chut la Kageyama. “Cé chuyén gi vay!?”

Kageyama v0i lao dén ngay khi nghe phong phanh cé chuyén. Can phong
bong choc dong diic han Ién.

Co tiéng md& cira ¢ phong bén, thém mot nhan vat niva xuat hién.

“0, chuyén 6n ao gi thé!? On thé nay hoc bai sao duwgc. Cé chuyén gi véi
bac Kotoe a?”

La co em gai Sawamura Miyuki. Miyuki dang hoc bai & canh phong Yuri.
“Po6 dad hoi, khong phai bac Kotoe. La chi Yuri.” Yusuke chinh lai 10i c6 em

gai r6i tién vé phia Reiko. “Cé chuyén gi thé chi Reiko? Chi ay mét thé co a?”
Chua hiéu sy viéc ra sao nhung Yusuke da budc vao tan gitta phong.

So hién treong bi xao tron, Reiko nghiém giong quat, “Yusuke, khong dugc
tién thém buwdc nao nita! Cau ra hanh lang di! Ca moi ngwoi nita! Pa xdy ra an
mang. T6i sé gidi thich sau, dé nghi moi nguoi ra ngoai ngay!”

Co vé uy luc cua Reiko da phat huy tac dung, Yusuke lui lai hai, ba budc.
Moi nguoi déu thdy cang thang. Chgt 6ng Yoshida giat ndy minh nhw thé nhé ra
chuyén quan trong, 6ng quay lai, dang hai tay xua moi ngwoi ra ngoai,

“Moi ngudi lam nhuw c6 Reiko néi di. Coé Reiko 1a canh sat. Hay dé viéc nay
cho c6 ay.”

Tat ca cung lui ra ngoai hanh lang theo 16i 6ng Yoshida. Reiko cdm on 6ng
Yoshida roi goi ngudi day t¢ trung thanh ctia minh, “Kageyama, anh lai day!”
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Kageyama than trong bwdc lai gan giwong cta Yuri. Reiko nhanh chéng ra
lénh, “Anh gitt vét thuwong nay gitp toi. V6i ca... ” Reiko thoc tay vao tui do vét
cta Kageyama, 16i ra chiéc dién thoai di dong, “Cho t6i muwon.”

Kageyama chwa kip dong y thi Reiko da bam so goi 119.
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Reiko goi cdp cttu, dong thoi ty minh thong bdo cho cdnh sat. Kageyama
van ngoi bén canh dé gitt vét thiwrong cho nan nhan. Reiko can than kiém tra hién
treong, co gang khong gay xdo tron. Trong can phong rong rai nay, ngoai giwvong
ngu con c6 ban, ta sach, ti quan do va ghé sofa. Can phong rat sach s&, moi thi
dwgc sap xép gon gang, ngan nap, ding kiéu phong con gai. Bén ngoai ctta s6
dang md& la khoang ban cong dwgc xay nho ra ngoai. Mua da tanh han.

Xe canh sat noi dudi xe citu thwong dén ngay sau dé. Bitng ngoai hanh lang,
c6 Takako cat giong phan ng, “Ai cho phép goi canh sat dén thé! Pang trong tiéc
cwoi co ma!”

“Chéau goi ddy thwa co!” Reiko ngé ra hanh lang dong dac dap lai nit cha
nhan cda gia dinh Sawamura. “Xét theo tinh hinh hién tai thi day la mot vu ¢ y
gay thwong tich, néi ding hon la mot vu giét nguwdi khong thanh. Tiéc cuwdi hay
khong ciing chang lién quan gi. Rat mong c6 hgp tac diéu tra.”

“...” Takako buc bdi quay di, miéng lam bam “Mat mat nha Sawamura
qua.”

“Puwgc réi me 0i.” Yusuke va Miyuki ditng ¢ hanh lang voi xoa diu ba me
dang bdc hoa. Cé vé nhu Sawamura Takako lo danh tiéng nha Sawamura bi anh
huwong hon la viéc co con gai bi thwong. That la ba me ich ky, Reiko khong ngan
duwgc tiéng thd dai.

Chang may choéc nhan vién citu thwong va canh sat da tran hét vao nha. Yuri
dwgc khiéng ra ngoai bang cang. Can phong xdy ra vu viéc dugc phong toa, toan
bo khach moi ciing bi gitr lai.

Chi dao cong tac diéu tra 1a mot thanh tra trung nién dang vé nghiém nghi
tén Miura. Trong thdy thanh tra Miura, Reiko thay that may vi vu viéc xdy ra &
Shirokanedai. Néu la Kunitachi, cap trén cua Reiko — thanh tra Kazamatsuri — sé
phi dén ngay bang chiéc Jaguar mau bac anh kim, s6t sang x6ng vao hién truong.
Nhung du thé nao thi thanh tra Kazamatsuri cling khong thé nhiing miii vao vu an
xay ra 0 Shirokanedai.

Tuy nhién, la nhan vién cia S&@ Canh sat Kunitachi, Reiko cling khong co
quyeén diéu tra vu an xdy ra & Shirokanedai. Do vy ma Reiko tré thanh ngudi bi
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thdm van cling vé6i nhitng ngudi khac. O vu 4n ndy, Reiko khong con 14 diéu tra
vién nita ma trd thanh nhan chitng dau tién. Tham chi con cé thé coi la mét trong
nhitng nghi pham.

Thanh tra Miura tap hgp nhitng nguoi co6 lién ddi tai phong khach cua dinh
thy. Hai phu ni* gobm ba Saionji Kotoe va c6 Sawamura Takako. Cau con trai
Yusuke va co con gai Miyuki. Hosoyama Teruya — nguoi vita méi trd thanh
chéng cia nan nhan. Ong Yoshida — quéan gia cta gia dinh Saionji. Cudi cung 1a
Hosho Reiko va Kageyama. Reiko va Kageyama tuy chi la khach mgi nhung lai
vo tinh c6 mat & thoi diém truedc va sau sy viéc nén dwgc tinh la ngudi cé lién
doi.

“Pau tién, tdi mudn nghe vé qua trinh phat hién ra sy viéc. Nguwoi bao canh
sat la co Hosho Reiko diung khong?”

Reiko gat dau xac nhan. Sau d6, c6 thuat lai ngan gon chudi sy viéc xay ra
ké ttr khi phat hién c6 dau bi dam cho dén lic bao canh sat. Nghe xong, thanh tra
Miura néu ngay ra diém nghi van, “Co6 Hosho va bac Yoshida chay t6i hién
treong tredc, nhitng nguwdi khach cling lao t6i ngay sau do, diéu nay nghia la sao?
Tiéng thét cia nan nhan dau to t&i mirc vong tdi hoi treong?”

“Chi 1a ngau nhién thoi.” Nguoi dap la Yusuke. “Nghe néi chi t6i khong
dwgc khoe nén t6i va me 1én xem thé nao chit khong hé biét 1a c6 chuyén.”

“Con trai t6i n6i ding day. Toi dau biét da xay ra chuyén.” Néi xong, co
Takako khé rung minh.

“Ra la vay. Con ba Saionji Kotoe? Ba ciling lo cho sttc khoe ctia Yuri a?”

“Khong. Tb6i chi dinh vé phong minh trén tang 2. Tiéc tung chang phai noi
dé chiu doi vdi nguwdi c6 tudi nhw téi. Viéc téi ¢ mat la hoan toan ngau nhién...”
Ba Saiojin Kotoe c6 vé sg sét, c6 1é vi phai dirng trudc canh sat.

“Vang vang, ding vay ddy.” Yusuke tiép 10i ba Kotoe. “Bac Kotoe di ngay
trwdc t6i va me. Bac lén dwge nita cau thang thi nghe thay cé tiéng hét trén tang
2. Dau tién t6i nghe thay chi Reiko hét 1én ‘Troi’. Tiép theo la tiéng 6ng Yoshida
héi, ‘6i tiéu thw, c6 chuyén gi vay?’ Lo rang chi t6i mét qua nén t6i va me voi
chay 1én. Tét nhién bac Kotoe ciing thé, vi vady ma ching t6i c6 mdt ¢ hién truong
cung mot luc. Phai vay khong bac Kotoe?”
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“Vang. bung la toi c6 nghe thay tiéng hét.”

“Ra vay, t6i hiéu roi.” Thanh tra Miura gat dau té y da hiéu roi quay sang
nguoi dan 6ng ding trong goc phong. “Con anh thi sao ha Kageyama?”

“T6i khong thdy tiéu thw dau nén di tim. A, tiéu the & day 1a cd6 Hosho
Reiko, khong phéi c6 Sawamura Yuri.” Kageyama chi tay vé phia Reiko. “Khong
thdy tiéu thv & hdi truong, tdi ben di ra tim & hanh lang tang 1. Khi t6i gan cau
thang, ding nhw anh Yusuke khai, t6i nghe thay loang thoang tiéng hét ctia phu
ni* va dan 6ng. Thé la t6i chay ngay lén tang 2.”

“Nghia la anh c6 mat & hién treong chi sau Yusuke mot chit.”

“Vang.” Kageyama lé phép gat dau vdi thanh tra Miura. Duwong nhw viéc 1é
phép gat dau truwdc bat cit ai da trd thanh théi quen dang buon ctia nguwdi quan gia
nay.

“Toi hiéu r6i. Vay nguoi cudi cung xuat hién la Sawamura Miyuki, lic dé
dang & phong bén canh?” N6i dén day, thanh tra Miura ngheo dau sang mdt bén
thac mac, “Miyuki & gan phong Yuri nhat nhung lai 1a nguwdi xuat hién muon
nhat, that vo ly. Pang 1€ phai la nguwdi c6 mat dau tién chi.”

“0, anh diéu tra vién, anh nghi ngd con géi t6i day a! That khiém nha!”

Nhan vat bi chia miii tén — Miyuki — v6i an i ba me dang boc héa bang thai
do rat nguai 1on.

“Kia me, ctt dé con giai thich. Thua diéu tra vién, chau xin gidi thich 1y do
tai sao chadu & ngay phong bén nhung lai c6 mat cudi cung. That ra, chau da néi
doi khi bao la dang 6n thi. Sy that 1a chau dang deo tai nghe dé nghe nhac. Mot
loai nhac rat am 1. Do dé chau khong hé nghe thay tiéng chi Reiko dap ctra. Chac
n6 da bi lan vai tiéng trong. Chau chi nhén ra c6 chuyén khac thwong & phong
bén khi nhac chuyén sang ban ballad. Chau chi nghe thay tiéng 6ng Yoshida thoi,
dang chua hiéu xay ra chuyén gi thi lai nghe thady 6n ao ngoai hanh lang. Thé la
chéu bo tai nghe, di ra ngoai va thay phong bén dang nhon nhéo.”

“Cai gi, ban ndy may kéu la 6n qua khong hoc dugc co ma, hoa ra la déong
kich a?”

Trwdc thai do ngac nhién cta Yusuke, Miyuki khong hé cam thdy c6 16i,
than nhién gat dau dap, “Vang.”
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“Ra la vay. T6i hiéu dwgc phan nao tinh hinh ltic do6 r6i.” Thanh tra Miura
dwa mat nhin tdt cd moi ngudi. “Tuy nhién céng tac diéu tra méi chi bat dau.
Chac t6i sé con phai héi moi nguwdi thém, mong moi nguwdi hgp tac.”

“Dgi da, anh diéu tra vién, cho t6i hoi mot cau duwgc khong?” Giong co
Sawamura Takako tuy lich sw van c6 gi d6 héng hach. “Yuri khong nhin thay
hung tht a? Néu n6 nhin thdy, coi nhw vu nay dwgc gidi quyét khong?”

Co Takako noi dung. Nhung dap lai sw cho dgi cia moi nguoi, thanh tra
Miura chi bu6n ba lac dau.

“Yuri khong nhin thdy hung thu. C6 tin bdo nhw vay tir bénh vién. Cé dy bi
dam vao lung khi dang nam nén khéng nhin thay cling phai thoi.”

Co tiéng ai d6 thd dai. Gilr im lang subt tir ban nay, bong Hosoyama Teruya
1én tiéng, giong rat nghiém trong,

“Ai da khién Yuri nhw vay! Anh diéu tra vién, hdy mau chéng tim ra hung
tha di! Phai r6i! Chang phéi hung tht dang tra tron trong dam khach ngoai kia
sao!”

“Tat nhién chiing t6i cling nghi t6i kha nang d6. Nhung tinh riéng s6 khach
gitt lai dugc da 1a hon 50 ngudi. Con s6 thuc con nhiéu hon vi c6 ngudi da vé tw
trwdc. SO nghi pham 16n nhw vay e la... Co6 chuyén gi thé?”

Thanh tra Miura hoi diéu tra vién mdc thwong phuc vira chay vao phong
khach. Anh ta lai gan tranh tra Miura, thi tham diéu gi d6. Mat thanh tra bong mé&
to.

“Gi ca! That khong!”

Reiko khong tai nao doan noi nét mat day biéu cam kia cta thanh tra Miura
thé hién diéu gi.

Mot 14t sau khi bu6i thu thap 10i khai tai phong khach két thiic, Reiko dugc
thanh tra Miura goi riéeng vao phong khach nho. Trong phong chi c6 mot minh
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thanh tra Miura dang ngbi trén ghé sofa. Thanh tra Miura moi Reiko ng6i xudng
phia ghé doi dién roi bat dau cau chuyén, mat rat nghiém trong.

“Xin 16i diéu tra vién Hosho vi di goi c6 vao ddy. T6i mudn dugc nghe suy
nghi ctia c6. Suy nghi ctia mét diéu tra vién.”

Ban nay, thanh tra Miura goi Reiko la “co Hosho” giong nhw nhitng nguoi
c6 lién dai khac, gio da chuyén sang goi la “diéu tra vien Hosho”. Nghia la Reiko
dang dugc tiép chuyén nhw mét canh sat. Ty nhién Reiko thay cang thang han.

“Néu giup dugc gi téi xin san sang.”

“Vay, toi xin vao thang luon van dé. Co nghi sao vé duwong tau thoat cua
hung thua?”

“Puong tau thoat?”

“Putng vay. Co c6é mat ¢ cita phong nan nhan ngay khi nghe thay tiéng thét.
Nhiéu kha nang tai thoi diém dé hung thu van & trong phong. B&i hung thu khong
du thoi gian dé tau thoat. Nhung khi c6 md& cita phong bang chia khéa do 6ng
Yoshida mang t6i thi hung thu lai khong con trong phong nita. Khong biét hung
tha da bién di dau.”

Reiko thac mac khong hiéu tai sao thanh tra Miura lai hoi vay. Bai diéu nay
thi ai cling biét.

“Ctra s6 phong nan nhan lic d6 dang m@. Chac hung da nhdy t* ban cong
ngoai ctra s6 xuong. Sau do, mot la hung thu roi khoi dinh thy, hai la than nhién
hoa minh vao bita tiéc.”

“Y cb 1a tit ban cong tang 2?”

“Vang. Mot khi bi don dén chan twong thi téi nghi ai cling c6 thé nhay dwoc
tir tang 2 xuong.”

“0, c6 néi ding day. Nhung néu nhay tir ting 2 xudng, chic chian dwdéi mat
dat phai c6 diau chan hodac ddu mong cua hung thi. Troi mwa nén mat dit mém

»

lam.

“0, ding 1a thé...” Pén day Reiko mdi hiéu ra dung y trong cau hoi ma
thanh tra Miura da biét rd cau trd 10i.

“Lé nao lai khéng c6 dau chan!”
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“Vang. Bén tim kiém da cang mat tim & khoang dat phia duéi ban cong
nhung khong thay. Tat nhién la khong c6 ca ddu mong. Co nghi sao vé chuyén
nay?”

“Hay mwa da x6a dau vét?”

“Mua tanh ti treée khi budi 1€ dién ra co. Sau d6 thi khong muwa ldy mot
giot.”

Pring la khi phat hién ra vu viéc, Reiko c6 nhin ra ctra s6 va thdy troi khong
mura. Vay khong phai la mua da x6a dau vét.

“Thé la sao nhi?”

Trong dau Reiko hién 1én tir “can phong bi khéa”. C6 vé thanh tra Miura
cling dang nghi nhu vay.

“Néu la tiéu thuyét trinh tham, thé nao tay tham t cling sén son lén rang
hung thu bién khoi can phong bi khéa nhw lan khéi. Nhuwng ching ta la canh sat.
Chung ta can suy nghi theo cach thuc té hon. Toi da nghi theo cach do6 va nhin ra
dwgc mot kha nang. Puong tdu thoat ctia hung tha khoéng chi cé ctra s6 dang

2 2
.

mo
“Khong phai ctra so thi la...”
“Ctra ra vao. Hung thu da dang hoang di ra bang ctra ra vao.”

“T6i khong hiéu y thanh tra 1am. Ngay sau khi sy viéc xay ra, t6i ditng & ctra
sudt, viéc hung thu tau thoat bang 16i nay la...”

Lic nay, Reiko mé&i nhan ra sy nghi ngd ctia thanh tra Miura dang nham vao
minh.

“Co phai thanh tra cho rang t6i co6 tinh dé hung thua chay trén?”

“Tiéc la t6i chi nghi dwgc cé vay. Sau khi sy viéc xay ra, ctta phong van
khéa trai. Ngoai ctra c6 cd va ong quan gia Yoshida. Nhuwng khi 6ng Yoshida chay
di 1ay chia khoa thi trwéc cira chi c6 minh c6. Chinh lic d6, hung thu da mé ctra
va di ra ngoai. T6i khong ro sy thé thé nao nhung tom lai 1a c6 da dé hung tha
tron thoat.”

“Y anh tdi 1a dong pham ctia hung tht sau khi hung tht gay an a? T6i 1a ban
cta Yuri, dong thoi 1a mot diéu tra vién day.”
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Chura ké con la con géi ctia 6ng Hosho Seitaro, cha tich tap doan Hosho nita.
Dam quy két lung tung nhw vay thi nguwdi chiu thiét sé la anh dé! Suyt nita thi
Reiko thét ra nhitng 10i trén.

“Sao co? Ké ca diéu tra vién thi cling c6 lic tay nhiing cham chi.” Thanh tra
Miura than nhién dap r6i lanh lung liéc xéo Reiko. “Theo nhu t6i nghe dugc thi
c6 khong thdy mirng cho ddm cwdi cia Sawamura Yuri. Néu khong muon noéi la
bitc xtic. C6 ngwoi khai thay co té o thai do nhw vay. Do do, viéc c6 ditng vé phe
hung thu cling khong phai la chuyén khong thé.”

“Anh néi gi! T6i khong ming cho dam cuwdi ctaa Yuri!? Toi bire xtic!?”

Reiko hit mot hoi that sau dé 1ay lai btah tinh roi hoi thanh tra Miura.

“Thwa thanh tra, ai, ai da an néi hé dé nhw vay?”
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Reiko phat hién ngwoi dan 6ng mdc bo vest Tuxedo c6 dang tim cé mat &
hanh lang. Reiko kin ddo nam tay thanh nam dam roi tién thang dén cho anh ta.
D6 quén gia phan bdi! D6 khau phat tdm xa! Toi sé cho anh mot tran nhi ti!

Nhung Kageyama da tinh y phéat hién ra nén quay ngoat vé phia Reiko,
khom ngudi theo dung cung cach mot quy 6ng, nhe nhang tranh ca dam troi
giang ctia Reiko. Nam dam ctia Reiko roi tom vao khong khi.

“Oi 6i tiéu thu...”

“Qi 6i cai gi!”

Cu danh that bai, Reiko bén chuyén con titc gian thanh 10i néi. “Kageyama!
Anh dam ban diéng t6i cho canh sat co a! Anh bdo t6i ghen ti v6i dam cu6i cua
Yuri! Nho c¢6 anh ma t6i dugc coi la nghi can. Tt ca la nhd anh ddy, d6 phan
bai!”

Thay Reiko sap oa khoc, Kageyama lac dau t6 y khong hiéu chuyén gi
nhung ngay sau do, anh dap tay vao nhau, “A, thi ra 1a chuyén d6.” C6 vé anh ta
da doan ra. “Nhung t6i chwa hiéu. Tai sao vi 10i khai cia t6i ma tiéu thw bi nghi
ngo. Nhin tinh hinh ciing thdy ro rang tiéu the khong phai 1a hung tht. C6 cé ong
Yoshida lam chitng nita co ma...”

“Tinh hinh thay d6i r6i. Can phong bi khéa! Can phong bi khoa!”

Reiko ké lai cho Kageyama thong tin nghe dwgc tir thanh tra Miura. Khong
c6 dau chan tha pham & khoang dat bén dwdi ban cong. Tt d6 suy ra tha pham
chi c6 thé tau thoat khoi hién tredng vdi s trg gitp cia Reiko.

Kageyama im lang lang nghe, sau khi Reiko ké xong, anh ta lién mim cwoi
man nguyen.

“Héa ra la thé. T6i hiéu r6i, chuyén do thi...”

“Ha, sao co? Anh phat hién dwoc diéu gi a?” Reiko nhin Kageyama cho dgi.

Anh chang Kageyama nay, khi lam quén gia thi chang khéac gi d6 dém,
nhung vi c6 kha nang dac biét bién nhitng vu an héc bua tréd nén don gidn nén lai
1a bau vat véi mot diéu tra vién.

“Néu phat hién dwgc diéu gi, anh ¢t n6i nhé. T6i sé nghe.”
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Reiko khong thé thang than dé nghi Kageyama néi cho c6 nghe bdi diéu do6
sé lam ton hai dén danh du ctia mot tiéu thw 1an ctia mot diéu tra vién. Nhu mudn
tréu tirc Reiko, Kageyama gio ngon tay day gong kinh tredc miii.

“T6i hiéu dwgc twong déi r6i. Nhung dé chac chan, t6i mudn xem lai cai ban
cong.”

“Chung ta khong thé vao hién trvong nhung t6i nghi la c6 thé quan sat ti
dudi san. Ta di thoi.”

Hai ngudi nhanh chéng di ra ngoai san. Bing & vi tri c6 thé nhin tron ven
ban cong, Reiko chi, “Kia la ban cong phong Yuri.”

“O kia a?” Nét mit Kageyama 10 6 sy that vong. “Thé con ctta s6 bén canh
ban cong?

“La ctra s6 phong Miyuki.”

“Nghia la phong Miyuki khong c6 ban cong?”

“Co veé nhu vay.” bung la chi phong Yuri c6 ban cong, phong Miyuki bén
canh thi khong. Phong Miyuki chi cé ctta s6. “Nhung sao co?”

Su that vong thoang hién 1én trong mat Kageyama khi anh ta nhin lai ban
cong cua hién treong vu an.

“Cé vé t6i da nhan dinh sai. Bing thé, néu hung tht nhay xudng tr ban cong
thi khong thé khong dé lai dau vét bén duwdi. Nghia la khong phai hung tht nhay
tr ban cong xuéng. Leo 1én mai nha lai cang khong, nhu vay 16i thoat duy nhat
chi c6 thé l1a ctva ra vao...”

No6i dén do, Kegayama dot nhién quay sang Reiko, doan ha giong, “Thwa
tiéu thuw, dung la tiéu thu khong tha hung tht day chié? Ké cho téi di nao...”

“Toi da bdo khong phdi r6i co ma! Anh ditng vé bén nao thé ha!”

“...” Kageyama dap. “Tat nhién la bén tiéu thw r6i.”

“Poan ngap ngirng vira roi la sao?” Cau noéi chac chan sé lam ton thwong trai
tim Reiko da khong dwoc thot ra.

“Poan ngdp ngitng nao co?” Kageyama danh trong lang r6i quay trd lai véi
cau db vé can phong bi khéa. “Cé nhitng can phong nhin qua twéng la bi khoa
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nhwng that ra van c6 16i di phu. Nhat 1a véi nhitng ng6i nha ¢6 thé nay, néu co thi
cling khong c6 gi la.”

“Nhung lam sao chiing ta biét dugc 1a c6 16i phu hay khong?”

Néu vu nay xay ra tai dia ban thuéc S& Canh sat Kunitachi thi dam bao gio
nay thanh tra Kazamatsuri dang bdi tung ca san nha lan tran nha dé kiém tra roi.
Nhung day la Shirokanedai. Khéng c6 thanh tra Kazamatsuri, Reiko cling chang
c6 thdm quyén dé kiém tra. Thady Reiko ding khoanh tay véi vé nén nong
Kageyama lén tiéng.

“Tiéu thw tréng kia. Ba Saionji Kotoe dang di vé phia nay, that ding lic
qua.”

Reiko nhin theo huéng Kageyama chi thi thady mét phu nit mac kimono. Ba
budc tirng budc vé phia Reiko va Kageyama, vé mat ndng triu wu tu.

“Ba ay la nguoi biét ngdi nha nay twong tan nhat. Vi ba dy la ngudi duy nhat
sinh ra tai day va con séng dén tan bay gid. Néi cach khac, ba ay 1a nhan chitng
song cua dinh thy Saionji.”

“Phai r6i. Nhung t6i nhac nay, dirng dung tir ‘nhan chitng séng’ troedc mat
ba dy nhé”

Chéan chinh nguwdi quan gia an néi vo duyén xong, Reiko di vé phia ba
Saionji Kotoe.

“Xin 16i phu nhan.” Reiko bat dau, giong nita nhu ra 1énh. “Cho phép t6i dat
cau héi c6 phan khiém nha, tai dinh thy nay cé 16i di phu hay canh ctra bi mat nao
khong?”

Ba Saionji Kotoe tuy bat ngd trwedc cau héi duwong dot nhung lac dau qua
quyét, “Khéng, t6i song & day hon sau muwoi nam ro6i nhung chwa tirng trong thay
c6 gi gidng nhu nha ninja ca. Pay 1a ngdi nha kiu Au cii ky, rdt déi binh
thvong.”

“Liéu co chuyen riéng phong Yuri dugc stra chita khong?”

“Khong. Nha nay van nguyén vay tit xua.”

“Thé a. Néu phu nhan n6i vay thi chac la vay ro6i. Toi chi hoi thac mac thoi.
Céam on phu nhan.”
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“Toi xin 16i vi khong giup dwoc gi.” Ba Saionji Kotoe lang 1& gat dau “Toi
xin phép!”

Bang ctt chi khoan thai va duyén dang, ba Kotoe xoay ngudi. Ba vira quay
di xong thi Kageyama goi lai giong thap hon han binh thwong, “Xin tiéu thw doi
da.”

Ba Kotoe dirng lai ngay.

“0, van con chuyén gi sao?”

Ba Kotoe ngodanh lai. Ha!? Reiko sttng sot. C6 chang hiéu gi ca. Trong khi
do, Kageyama van than nhién. “Chang phai tiéu thw c6 chuyén mudn néi sao. Xin
c® tv nhién.”

“A a... ciing khong hén. Tai trong thdy anh chi & day nén toi...”

Mai dén lic dé ba Saionji Kotoe mdi tron mat ngac nhién. Mot bau khong
khi ngwong ngung bao quanh. Nhitng cai nhin nghi hodc. Thay vay, ba Kotoe
luéng cudng bao chita, “H4, anh néi gi co! Toi... t6i... khong...” Trudc thai do
hoang hot cta ba Kotoe, Kageyama lanh ling bao véi ba rang tat ca da qua muon.
“Vira roi, ba Kotoe da ngoanh lai khi nghe thdy t6i goi 1a ‘tiéu thu’. Ba phéan ttng
nhuv thé dé la chuyén duong nhién, khong cé gi khac thuong. Bung vay khong?”

Chuyén do6 thi... Ba Kotoe mudn néi diéu gi d6 nhung roi ba chi chép mat
va im lang. “...”

Mot lan nita, Reiko lai bang hoang dén mitc khéng thét ra dugc tiéng nao.
Khi Kageyama goi ba Saionji Kotoe lan thi hai la “tiéu thw”, ba ciing dap lai
khong hé boi ro6i. Nhuw thé ba da quen vai viéc dugce goi la “tiéu thu”.
“Thé thi sao ha Kageyama!?”

“Nghia la...” Kageyama dat tay 1én bo vai run ray cta ba Saionji Kotoe. “Ba
Saionji Kotoe quyét dinh ra dau thd vdi diéu tra vién Hosho Reiko. Phdi vay
khong tiéu thu?”

Saionji Kotoe gat dau thtra nhan, ba tién lai phia Reiko, cti gdp minh xuéng.

“Chinh t6i da dam Yuri. T6i xin 16i.”

Reiko dwa ba Saionji Kotoe dén cho thanh tra Miura, vu viéc bong nhién
dugc gidi quyét. Nhung trén thye té, Reiko van chwa hiéu dwgc chan twéng cua
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si viéc. Trén duong di ra cho dau xe Limousine, Reiko yéu cau Kageyama giai
thich. Cau tra 101 ctia Kageyama that bat ngd, “That ra toi da nghi ngd Miyuki.”

“Tai sao? Sao anh lai nghi ngo?”

“Vi 101 khai cia Miyuki c6 cho khong tu nhién. Chéc tiéu thw van con nhd.
Sau khi xay ra chuyén, Miyuki da chay tir phong minh sang. C6 ay da noi thé
nay: C6 chuyén gi v4i bac Kotoe a?”

“Puang roi. Thé 1a Yusuke néi: D6 dé hoi, khong phai bac Kotoe. La chi
Yuri. Nhung chuyén do thi sao?”

“Sao Miyuki lai twéng cé chuyén vdi ba Kotoe?”

“Phong do la caa Yuri. Ba Kotoe tat nhién cling c6 mat ¢ d6, nhung ngoai ra
con c6 co6 Takako va Yusuke. To6i cling c6 mat. Thé ma Miyuki da thot ra cau
chang an nhap gi la. Cé chuyén gi véi bac Kotoe a?”

“KEe cling hoi la.”

“Do vay, t6i nghi thé nay. Phai chang chinh Miyuki da dam Yuri. Miyuki c6
tinh n6i vy dé chitng té minh chang biét gi.”

“Ra thé. Mot tro tré con.”

“Vang. Gia sit Miyuki la hung thd, hanh tung ctia c6 ay sé thé nao sau khi
gay an? Chi c6 mot kha nang. Gay an tai phong Yuri xong, Miyuki ra ban cong dé
tréo sang ban cong phong minh & ngay bén canh roi than nhién di sang hién
trvong. Hoan toan cé kha nang nay. Ngoai ra, Miyuki xudt hién mudn nhat nén
gia thiét nay la phu hgp. N6 ciing phu hgp véi viéc khong tim thay dau chan thu
pham bén dudi ban cong. Toi da tin day la chan twéng cta sy viéc. Nhung ban
ndy, khi quan sat hién trweong tir dwdi san, t6i nhan ra minh da nham.”

“A, t6i hifu r6i.” Cudi cung Reiko ciing nhin ra dwoc van dé. “Phong cua
Miyuki khong cé ban cong. Néu Miyuki la hung thd, chi cé cach 1a nhdy ti ban
cong phong Yuri vé ctta s6 phong minh thoi. Ky nang nay dwong nhién Miyuki
khong thé thyc hién dwoc r6i.”

“Tiéu thw n6i dang. Miyuki khong phai l1a hung tha. Ching ta lai tré vé vai
cau héi ban dau. Tai sao Miyuki twéng ba Kotoe gap chuyén? Bdi canh lic do6 cé
diéu gi khién Miyuki twéng nham nhw vay? Nghi dén day, trong dau toi chot ndy
ra mot y. Va th gitip t6i c6 dugc y nay chinh la cau néi cua tiéu thw.”
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“T6i!? Toi da noi diéu gi quan trong a?”

“Vang. Khi tiéu thw dat cau hoi vGi ba Saionji Kotoe, tiéu thw da goi ba ay la
‘phu nhan’. Nghe tiéu thw goi nhw vay, t6i toat hét cd mo hoi. Bai ba Kotoe tuy
da ngoai 60 nhung chuwa tirng két hon. Ba dy khong thé la phu nhan cda ai dé
dugc. Co nguai sé cho rang cach goi ‘phu nhan’ la vo ctng that 16.”

“U, cling c6 thé. Nhung phai goi thé nao?”

“T6i cling thac mac giong tiéu thw. T6i tw hoi khong biét 6ng Yoshida, nguoi
hién la quan gia ctia ba Kotoe thwong ngay goi ba ay thé nao. Biét dau ong
Yoshida lai goi ba Saionji Kotoe la ‘tiéu thu’. Giong nhw t6i van goi ¢c6 Hosho
Reiko la ‘tiéu thu’?”

“Hoan canh cua t6i va ba Kotoe khac nhau day.”

“Pung la ba Kotoe da ngoai 60. Binh thwong & tudi do chang ai goi la ‘tiéu
thu’ cd. Nhung suy cho cung, cach goi ciing chi la giao wéc gitta hai con nguoi.
50 nam trwéc, khi 6ng Yoshida vao lam viéc tai nha Saionji, ba Kotoe la tiéu thw
nha Saionji nén chac chan 6ng ay da goi ba Kotoe la tiéu thw. Vi ba Kotoe khong
két hon nén tr d6 dén gio, moi quan hé gitta hai nguwdi khéng hé thay doi. Chinh
vi thé ma 6ng van goi ba Kotoe 1a tiéu thw. D€ kiém tra, t6i da thir goi ba Kotoe la
tiéu thw. Két qua thi nhw tiéu thu da thay.”

Ba Saionji Kotoe thwong ngay van dugc ngudi quan gia goi la “tiéu thu” da
dap lai rat ty nhién.

“Chac tiéu thu con nhé lic ching ta vira dén day, Yuri bi nga tir cau thang
xuong. Khi chay lai cho Yuri, 6ng Yoshida c6 goi Yuri la ‘tiéu thu” khong?”

“Xem nao...hinh nhv la khong...”

“vang. Ong ay da khong goi. Viéc dng Yoshida goi Yuri 1a ‘tiéu thu’ vén
hoi rac roi. Bai gia dinh Sawamura c6 hai c6 con gai la Yuri va Miyuki. Néu
muon goi hai nguwdi nay la ‘tiéu thu’, 6ng Yoshida chac chan sé phai goi la ‘tiéu
thw Yuri’ va ‘tiéu thw Miyuki’ dé phan biét. Thyc té thi 6ng Yoshida cling khong
goi theo cach nay.”

“Pung vay. Toi nhd ra roi. Khi thay Yuri bi ngd, ong Yoshida da goi la ‘co
Yuri’.”
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“T6i cling nhé la nhw vay. Nghia la 6ng Yoshida goi hai tiéu thu nha
Sawamura la ‘c6 Yuri’ va ‘c6 Miyuki’, trong khi van goi ba Saionji Kotoe da
ngoai 60 la ‘tiéu thu’?”

“Vay la...”

“Vang. Tiéu thw nhan ra r6i chit. Mau ch6t nam & cau néi cua 6ng Yoshida
khi vao phong Yuri. Vira dit chan vao phong, 6ng ay da hét 1én “Oi tidu thu, c6
chuyén gi vay!” Tiéu thu da cho rang cau nay dwong nhién la héi Yuri dang bi
thwong. Nhung thuce t€, cau nay lai danh cho ba Kotoe. N6i cach khéc, trong can
phong kin do, ngoai Yuri con c6 mot ngwdi nita la ba Saionji Kotoe. Tat nhién,
trong hai ngudi, néu mét ngwdi la nan nhan thi ngwdi con lai sé la hung tha.”

“Ra thé... Ba Kotoe la hung thu... da c6 mat trong can phong kin.”

“Toi biét la tiéu thw khong muon thtra nhan. Nhung ding la tiéu thu da
khong chiu quan sat cac ngéc ngach trwede khi dat chan vao hién truong. Néu chi
can nap tam thi c6 rat nhiéu cho dé ndp nhw sau ta sach, ta quan do, gam ban
hodc goéc phong. Tiéu thu da lao ngay dén giwong ctia Yuri ma khéng nhan ra ba
Kotoe dang nap gan d6. Ngwoc lai, 6ng Yoshida da phat hién ra ba Kotoe ong
sttng sot dén ndi da thot 1én ring, Oi tiéu thu ¢ chuyén gi vay!’. Con tiéu thw vi
qua lo cho Yuri nén da khong nhan ra hung thu & ngay sau lung. Pén lic tiéu thw
quay lai thi da c6 nhiéu ngudi chay tGi r6i. Chinh vi thé trong mat tiéu thw, ba
Kotoe ciling chi la mot trong s6 nhitng nguwdi c6 mat ma thoi. Luc nay, Miyuki
xuat hién va thot ra cau, ‘Co6 chuyén gi vGi bac Kotoe a?’.”

“Ra thé. Miyuki biét tir ‘tiéu thu’ ctia 6ng Yoshida dung la dé goi ba Kotoe.
Thé nén Miyuki méi twéng la c6 chuyén xay ra v6i ba Kotoe.”

Pén day, Reiko da nhan ra vai tro quan trong ctia minh trong vu nay.

“Nghia la chinh t6i da dudi hung tha dang c6 mdt trong phong ra ngoai cung
vOi nhitng nguoi khac!? Chinh t6i da giap hung thu chay thoat khoi can phong
do!?”

“Tiéc 1a dung nhu vay. Thay tiéu thv du6i moi ngwdi ra ngoai, 6ng Yoshida
nhan ra tiéu thw hiéu lam. Va 6ng nhin thdy mot kha nang rat nhé. Kha nang gitp
ba Kotoe thoat khéi tai tiéng 1a hung thi. Ong Yoshida gia v& ngoan ngoan tuan
lénh nhung thyc t€ vira ra dén hanh lang, 6ng dy da c6 cudc dan x€p quan trong
v0i thanh viéen trong gia dinh nha Sawamura.”
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“Dan x€p quan trong?”

“Pay la vu viéc mot nguoi nha Saionji dung dao dam truwéng ni¥ nha
Sawamura — gia dinh von c6 ho vdi Saionji. N6i cach khéac, day 1a vu bé boi xdy
ra gitta nhitng nguwoi song cung mot mai nha. C6 Takako nha Sawamura chac
chan khong mong ba Kotoe bi bat. Bdi danh liéng gia dinh sé bi hiy hoai. Do
vay, dd c6 mot vu dan xép bang miéng chong vanh gitta nha Saionji va nha
Sawamura. Cau chuyén ba Kotoe xuat hién gan nhuw cung ltc véi Takako va
Yusuke dugc dung lén.”

“Toi hiéu roi. Vay la viéc lay 10i khai cia thanh tra Miura chang cé nghia gi
ca. Ong dy da dugc nghe mot bai tap 1am van duwoc soan ra dé bao vé hung tha.”

“Pung vay.”

Kageyama lang 1€ gat dau. T4t ca déu da ro, tir cau do vé can phong kin cho
dén hung thu. Nhwng van con mot cau do nita.

“Sao ba Kotoe lai dam Yuri nhi?”

“Cé thé nguyén c@ dan téi dam cwdi hom nay la thi titng c6 gitra hai nguoi.
Tiéu thw c6 doan dugc ra khong?”

“Chuyén do thi...”

Yusuke tirng n6i. Cha ré Hosoyama Teruya trd thanh ludt sw tw van cho gia
dinh Saionji nho ldy long duwgc ba Kotoe. Cé 1& Hosoyama da rét nhitng 16i
dwong mat vao tai ba Kotoe. Ké ca khong phai thé thi ciing kho tranh dwgc
chuyén ba Kotoe phdi long tay luat sw dep trai kiéu cd dién nay. Nhung
Hosoyama lai cwdi ngwoi tré trung hon 1a Yuri. Bay c6 1€ chinh la 1y do khién
Kotoe quay sang cam ghét Yuri. Reiko nghi vay nhung khong dam noi ra.
Chuyén nay nén dé ba Kotoe tu ké.

Vay la cau doé vé can phong kin lai dwgc gidi dap thong qua bd 6c cua
Kageyama. Reiko lén chiéc Limousine dé vé nha. Khi xe chay dwgc mot ldc, tw
ghé 1ai xe, Kageyama lén tiéng, giong nghiém tic hon han, “Thuwa tiéu thw, tién
day, xin tiéu thw cho t6i xac nhan mot chuyén...”
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“Ha, sao co?”

Trude khong khi cé phan la lung, Reiko chinh lai tw thé ng6i. Sau d6, mot
cau hoi rat doi thanh that dugc thot ra tir miéng Kageyama, “T6i phai goi tiéu thw
la ‘tiéu thw’ cho dén khi tiéu thw bao nhiéu tu6i?”

“A...a...” Pay diing 1a chuyén can phai nghi téi.
Reiko dam chiéu trong gidy lat. Ba mwoi, b6n muwoi, nam muoi... Ro6i Reiko
lac dau lia lia nhw thé pha nhan viéc minh dang lo lang.

“Kageyama, anh lo cai gi thé. Anh nghi t6i van la ‘tiéu thu’ khi hon 60 tu6i
a? Anh yén tam. T6i sé dé anh goi la ‘phu nhan’ s¢m tho6i.”

Qua kinh chiéu hau, Kageyama khé mim cuoi.
“Mong la nhu vay, thua tiéu thw.”

Reiko cling mong diéu d6 sém thanh hién thuec.
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Cau chuyén thit nam:
Can than khi bat ca hai tay

1

Noi téi cira Bac ga Kokubunji la nguwdi ta nhé ngay t6i ké hoach tai thiét quy
mo 16n dugce lan truyén nhu chuyén that, nhung rét cude da 15 nam tréi qua, khu
ph6 hau nhw khong c6 gi thay do6i. Van la canh cac cira hang bé xiu, sinh vién, xe
buyt chuyén tuyén chen chic nhau trén nhitng 16i di nhé hep ma xét theo y nghia
nao do thi chang bao gio c6 thé thay doi. Su thay doi, néu cé, chi la sy xuat hién
cta ctta hang Don Quixote va quan ca phé Starbucks. Hodc lan xuét hién thoang
qua trén truyén hinh khi d6i bong chay treong Thue nghiém Waseda gianh chién
thang & san Koshien. Nhung van c6 bi kich xdy ra & mét khu pho nhu vay.

Anh Miyashita Hiroaki da gap bi kich khi vira di lam veé.

Tai m6t can ho trong khu chung cw cé nhiéu nam gidi doc than sinh song.
La c6 dong vién cuobng nhiét cida doi Hanshin, buwéc chan vao nha la anh
Miyashita tim ngay dén man hinh ti vi cung lon bia ldy ra ti* tu lanh. Tran dau
dwgc truyén truc ti€p qua vé tinh, doi Hanshin dang & thé tdn cong. Tuy hai cau
tha bi out nhung van con da cau tha & 3 choét, dung Iuc do, dén lwgt Arai — cau
thta dang choi khong tét — danh bong khién doi Hanshin gap han (?).

Nhap mot ngum bia, Miyashita chuan bi thd nguwdi xuéng ghé sofa thi cling
vira lic gy cua Arai dap tring qua béng trang. “Ai cha!” Miyashita hoi nhém
nguoi, ci danh cua Arai bay thang vé phia pole trai, c6 dong vién bén Tigers ngoi
kin khan dai reo ho am 1, va cling chinh lic ay, Miyashita nhan ra co thé minh da
& dudi ghé sofa, bat dong.

(13

...” Chuyén gi thé nay? Miyashita nam xudng san, s¢ hai dat tay 1én hong.
“Cé 18 nao, day... day la... chitng dau hong cdp tinh thién ha van hay nhac
t6i...?”

Co vé diang vay. Ca danh béng bat ngd cia Arai da khién phan hong cua
Miyashita chan dong. Phai t6i bac si ngay. Miyashita tat ti vi r6i 16t ra ctra. Anh
vé cay kiém go dung trong gia cam 6 lam gdy chong roi budc ra ngoai. Cay kiém
nay anh mua trong mot phit lo dénh khi di tham quan c6ng vién Suizenshi hoi
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cap III. T4t nhién, hom nay la lan dau tién cay kiém phat huy tac dung trong doi
song.

Hét nhw chién binh bai trdn, Miyashita 1ét doc hanh lang va dirng lai truéc
ctra thang mdy. Vira ltic c6 tiéng bao hiéu thang may dén noi, ctra thang may mé
ra. Miyashita chong gdy, ngwdi hoi khom xuéng. Bap vao mat anh la chan cda
mot cap nam ni.

DPoi giay da mau den mai cirng va doi xang dan lwdi bét.
Miyashita c6 ngang lén nhin thi thay tridc mat la cau nguwdi quen trong bo
vest mau nau. “O, cau Nozaki...”

Nozaki Shinichi séng canh nha Miyashita. Cau ta thudc dang thiap bé, co
guong mat kiéu tré con. Nhin thoang qua ci twéng cau ta con la sinh vién nhung
thue té€ da di lam giong Miyashita. Quan hé giita hai nguwdi chwa dén mirc than
thiét nhwng néu gap nhau ngoai hanh lang thi van chao héi. Bdi vay, du hong
dang dau nhung Miyashita van cat tiéng chao nhw moi khi, song Nozaki duwong
nhu hoi giat minh nén lui lai. Co gai tré sg hai nép vao lung cau ta. Ciing phai
thoi. Nguoi dan 6ng ditng dgi thang may dang cam mot cay kiém go co ma. Co 1é
hai nguwoi twdng dang dung phai mot tay khting bé hung han.

“Khong khong, t6i bi dau hong, ha ha ha, t6i t6i bénh vién bay gio day...”

Nozaki Shinichi thé phao nhe nhom, chic Miyashita mau khée r6i buéc ra
khoi thang may. Co gdi tré cling budc ra v6i tdm 1a chan la lvng Nozaki. Tuy
khong nhin rd mdt nhung do6 la mot c6 gai manh dé, mac chiéc quan bo denim két
hgp vé6i 4o so mi mau hong twoi.

Miyashita dodn day la nguoi yéu cta Nozaki. Binh thwong, thé nao
Miyashita cling sé nhin v4i dnh mat théem khat nhung tiéc la hom nay anh lai bi
dau hong. Dan 6ng, mot khi bi dau hong thi tinh to6 mo 1an ham mudn déu khong
con cho dé troi day. Miyashita danh ngoan ngoan chong cay kiém go budc vao
thang mdy, nhéan nut di xudng tang 1.

Ctra thang may khép lai. Miyashita van kip nhin thdy Nozaki va c6 gai dang
tira vao nhau budc di.
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2

Can ho s6 4 nam trén tang 5 chung cv Heights Musashino tai khu Honcho,
thanh phé Kokubunji. M6t thanh nién dang nam gan nhw chinh giita can phong
lat san gb6. Xung quanh la rat nhiéu dan ong tit bat di t&i di lui. Ngwoi thi nhom
cau thanh nién qua kinh ngdm mday anh, ngudi lai sam soi co thé ciu ta. Néu la
ngwoi nhay cdm, han cau ta sé dé mat vi xau ho hodc tim nguwdi vi uat .

Nhwng sac mat cau chang tim ciling chang dé. Bdi cau da chét véi mot vét
thwong sau trén tran. May nhan vién kia chi dang thyc hién cong viéc ctia ho la
kham nghiém hién truong.

Trong khi d6, duy nhat Hosho Reiko — bong hong den n¢ gitta hién truong
vu an — la thue sy béi r6i khong biét nén nhin vao dau. Tat nhién, Reiko dang la
diéu tra vién ctia S& Canh sat Kunitachi. O dia vi ciia mot diéu tra vién, c6 khong
thé dwa mat nhin ra cho khac, du da day ¢6 chi mudn x6 ra ngoai con rudt non
rudt gia dang xoan hét vao nhau, nhung...

Trwdc mat co la mot thi thé hoan toan tran trui. Mot thi thé tran nhw nhong
theo ding nghia den. Pa thé lai con la ctia nam gidi.

Puwong nhién khong duge phép nhay cam qua. Néu khong thé binh than nhin
thi thé tran trui cia nam gi¢i nhw nhin mot déa bé cong anh né bén dudng thi dau
con tw cach lam diéu tra vién. Ty nhu xong, Reiko dung ngén tay khé day chiéc
kinh gong den khong s6 r6i quan sat thi thé cau thanh nién bang 4nh mat nghiém
nghi.

MGt cau thanh nién nho bé. Chiéu cao chi khodng 1m60. Gwong mat kiéu tré
con nén dé bi nham la hoc sinh cap II. D6i vdi mot s6 phu nit, ngoai hinh nhw cau
ta sé duge khen la dang yéu. Reiko vira rit ra nhan xét nhw vay xong thi & bén
canh, thanh tra Kazamatsuri — nguwdi dén hién trrong mudn — buéng cau noi vo
thwdng vo phat, “O, c6 Hosho. C6 nhin gi ma c nhw an twoi nudt séng thé, cd c6
st quan tam dac biét tdi thi thé tran trui a?”

“T6i khéng nhin nhw an twoi nudt séng! Vi cong viéc nén to6i phdi nhin
thoi!”

Cai gi ma quan tam dac biét t6i thi thé tran trui! D6 sép wa quay roi!
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Lam bam xong, Reiko bdo cdo vdi 6ng sép wa quay roi nhitng diéu co thu
duwgc sau khi quan sat thi thé.

“Trén tran ctia nan nhan c6 vét thwong giong nhu bi danh. Canh nan nhan c6
mot chiéc gat tan thuy tinh dinh mau. C6 1€ day chinh la hung khi?”

“Nghia 1a mdt vu giét nguwoi. It nguwdi ty ti? trong tinh trang khoéa than 1am.
Ma 6 Hosho nay,” thanh tra Kazamatsuri chia &nh mat sac nhw dao vé phia c6
nhan vién xinh dep, “Co vira bao ai wa quay roi co?”

“Ha...? T6i chang hiéu anh dang néi gi?”

Reiko nhin vao cu6n so tay vdi vé mat vo can. Ping la cé nhitng nguwai hé
bi néi xau la tré nén thinh tai dén ky la Pé lang tranh chu dé nhay cam, Reiko
quay trg lai vu an.

“Theo nguwdi quan ly khu chung cw thi nan nhan séng & can hd nay, tén la
Nozaki Shinichi. Nan nhan 25 tuéi doc than. Khéng song cung ai. Cau ta la nhan
vién cong ty, tén cong ty la...”

“CO VUA BAO A1 UA QUAY ROI!”

“Khong...” Khong phdi ai wa quiy réi ma la 6ng sép wa quay roéi, nhung noi
ra thi ich gi dau. “Xin 16i anh. Hay thit 16i cho t6i, mong anh dirng gian.”

“Ay chét o6 Hosho, c6 hiéu 1am toi r6i. C6 nghi t6i nhé nhen dén mic néi
cau vi chuyén nay sao. Ha ha, con lau! Tat nhién, t6i san long tha thit cho c6. Co
Hosho, vay t6i nay c6 di an véi t6i nhé. Toi mGi biét mot nha hang Viét Nam rat
sang trong & Kichizyoji...”

“Con cong viéc thi sao? Truwdc mat ching ta dang c6 mot thi thé ddy. Mot thi
thé rat bat thuong.”

Con lau t6i méi di nhé. Reiko tham lé lwdi trong bung. “Thé thi théi vay.”
Thanh tra Kazamatsuri nhtin vai ro6i lai nhin xuong thi thé tran trui.

“Pung la la that. Mot vu giét ngudi trong tinh trang khéa than. Tuy chang
dep mét 1dm nhung cling gy to mo day chit. A, cd dang néi gi dy nhi. C6 néi tiép
di. Nan nhan lam & dau?”

“Cong ty Bao hiém Nhan tho Mitsutomo. Cau ta lam trong Ban thw ky tai
tru s@ chinh cua cong ty ¢ Shinjuku.”
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Reiko ngang lén thi thay nu cuwdi dac thang hién 1én trén chiéc mat na dién
trai theo kiéu ngay xwa cda thanh tra Kazamatsuri.

“Bao hiém Nhan tho Mitsutomo a, cling l6n ddy. Tuy khong 16n bang
Kazamatsuri Motors.”

“Vang, cong ty 16n.” Tuy khong 16n bang tap doan Hosho.

Kazamatsuri Motors la hang 6 t0 ndi tiéng trong va ngoai nwdc vdi dong xe
thé thao 16i thai c6 hai dac diém noi bat la thiét ké dep nhat va tiéu hao nhién liéu
nhat. Quy t& cua ngwoi sang 1ap hang do la thanh tra Kazamatsuri. Van chwa ro
c6 phdi nho thé lyc tai chinh ctia gia dinh hay khéng nhuwng md&i 31 tudi,
Kazamatsuri da la diéu tra vién cao cap ctia S& Canh sat Kunitachi v6i chitc danh
thanh tra. Tiéc thay, anh ta con la sép truc ti€p cia Hosho Reiko nita.

Ciling xin noi ludn, cha Reiko, dng Hosho Seitaro hién la chu tich tap doan
da nganh khong 16: Tap doan Hosho. Néu muén, tap doan Hosho c6 thé thau tom
cong ty cd nhw Kazamatsuri Motors ludn trong hdm nay va ngay mai doi tén
thanh Hosho Motors. No6i vay dé biét 1a dang cap hai ngwoi hoan toan khac nhau.
Nhung so vai thanh tra Kazamatsuri, Reiko y thitc dwgc viéc phai xtt sy khiém
ton nén c6 khong bao gio t6 thai do ta day la gidi thugng lwu tai hién treong vu
an. Nhin Reiko di lai & hién treong bang doi giay dé thdp Bruno Prisoni, bd vest
den Burberry gian di cung cap kinh khong do Armani gitip giau b6t vé ngoai xinh
dep, chac chan khong ai nhan ra day la con gai cia mét nha tai phiét (du vai
kham nghiém vién cam thay c6 gi do 1a la).

Nghi van dau tién dugc Reiko va thanh tra Kazamatsuri xét dén duwong nhién
la: Tai sao nan nhan lai khoa than?

“Nan nhan ty cdi quan do? Hay la hung thu céi?”

“Tat nhién la hung tha cdi sau khi giét nan nhan réi. T6i khong hinh dung
duwgc canh nan nhan ty c¢di quan 4o réi ngay sau do bi danh vao tran dén chét.”

“Hung tha da lam gi vGi quan 4o cua nan nhan? Khong tim thdy quan ao &
nhitng noi dé trong thay.”

“Vay han la ching dang bi dui vao goc nao khong dé trong thay?”

No6i xong, thanh tra Kazamatsuri lién dung ban tay deo gang md toang td
quan 4o trong phong.
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Trudc mat anh la rat nhiéu bo vest treo trén mac. BO nao ciing c6 mau gian
di la xanh dam hodc xam, tat ca déu phang phiu nhw thé méi dem tir hiéu giat la
vé. Ngoai ra con c6 mot sO quan ao thanh nién hay mac nhw do so mi, quan kaki,
quan bo viit lung tung trong tu.

“Néu khong biét nan nhan mac gi trwdc khi chét thi khong tim dwgc dau.”

Hai nguoi tim cd ¢ gié quan do ban va mdy giat nhung déu trong khong.
Khong thdy ca do 16t, 4o so mi lan tit dang mac da.

“Hung tht dem quan 4o ctia nan nhan di roi. Kha nang nay cao day.”

“Nhung sao hung thu lai lam thé?”

Trwéc cau hoi ctia Reiko, thanh tra Kazamatsuri chi dap “T6i khong biét” roi
di ra phia ctta. O thém cira c6 mot doi gidy thé thao va mot doi xang dan. Trén gia
dé giay co vai doi giay da c6 vé duge dung khi di lam. C& giay kha nhd, phu hop
v0i voc dang nho bé cua nan nhan, ngoai ra khong c6 gi ddc biét.

Tuy da nhin bao quat khap hién trwong nhung cudi cung thanh tra
Kazamatsuri chang thé dwa ra 10i giai dap théa dang cho cau dé vé thi thé tran
trui. Tam géc lai cau do, thanh tra dwa ra ménh lénh.

“Goi nhan chitng dau tién vao gitp t6i. Ching ta phai tim hiéu tinh hinh lic
thi thé duwgc phat hién.”

Thi thé tran trui vira dwgc dat 1én cang dé dem di xong thi mot c6 gai c6 mai
toc dai mwgt ma xuat hién. Co an van don gian vdi 4o canh mau hoéng nhat va
chiéc vay ngan mau be. Co tao an twgng vGi gwong madt sac nét va mai toc den dai
buong x6a sau lung. Pay chinh la ngwdi dau tién phat hién ra vu viéc — o
Sawada Eri. C6 21 tu6i, hién la sinh vién ctia mdt trwong dai hoc nam & thanh
pho Kokubunji.

“Co Sawada Eri phai khong? Truwdc hét, cho phép t6i hoi vé quan hé gitta co
va cau Nozaki Shmichi.”

“Mdi day, khi di d@ dam cuwdi mot nguoi ban cung cau lac bo, téi da gdp anh
Nozaki. Hinh nhv anh Nozaki c6 ho hang xa v6i nguoi do. Tinh ra chung toi méi
biét nhau chirng mét thang thoi.”

“Ra vay. Hai nguoi quen nhau tai tiéc cudi. Sau do thi hen ho véi nhau?”
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Sawada Eri im lang gat dau tridc cau hoi caa thanh tra va bat dau ké veé thoi
diém phat hién vu viéc.

Theo 16i Sawada Eri thi c6 dén nha Nozaki lic 10 gio sang. Nozaki hen sé
cung c6 di mua sam. Co6 bdm chudng ctra nhung khong cé tiéng tra 10i. Nghi
Nozaki ra ctra hang tién 1gi gan d6 nén c6 quyét dinh vao nha dgi. Ctra nha lic dé
khong khéa.

“... Thé nhung, t6i vira budc vao nha thi nhin thady ngay canh anh Nozaki
nam nga trén san... Qua sing sot, tdi da hét 1én...”

“Au ciing 1a 18 ty nhién. Thé c6 sirng sot vi thdy Nozaki chét a? Hay vi cau
ta khoa than? Co sirng sot vi cai nao?”

Trudc cau hoi twong chuwng nhw vo thuwdéng vo phat cua thanh tra
Kazamatsuri, Sawada Eri tra 1oi rat thanh that.

“T6i nghi 1a vi anh ay khda than. B&i sau dé t6i méGi biét anh ay da chét.
Vang, tat nhién toi goi 110 ngay.”

“Tién thé cho t6i héi ludn, day la lan dau tién c6 nhin thady cau Nozaki khda
than a?”

Troi a, Reiko voi vang lwom thanh tra. Héi co6 gai chirng ay tudi mot cau
nhw thé khac nao hoi: Co cé quan hé tinh duc véi nan nhan khong? Reiko dang lo
lang thay cho ngudi cap trén thiéu té nhi thi Sawada Eri da thang than dap, “To6i
ti'ng nhin thay r6i” va 16i tr tii xach ra chiéc vi dyng vé xe. Trong vi c6 mot vé
thang xe buyt va mot tdm anh.

Tam anh ban than chup doi trai gai mac do boi dang mim cuwdi. Trong anh la
Sawada Eri va Nozaki Shinichi. Anh chup trén bai bién trong dip hai nguoi di
bién choi.

“Ra vay. Thé nay la khoa than r6i.” Thanh tra 1am bam ra chiéu that vong roi
trd lai co gai chiéc vi. “Luic phat hién sy viéc, Nozaki dang trong tinh trang khoa
than. Nhin canh do, co da nghi gi?”

“Vang... T6i nghi la anh Nozaki cdi quan ao, chuan bi vao nha tam thi gap
phai tai nan gi d6. Thé nén anh 4y mé&i khoéa than nhw thé.”

“Ra vay. Nhin t hién truong thi kha nang do la co. Tien day cho toi hai,
khoang 8 gig toi qua, c6 & dau, lam gi?”
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Béc si kham nghiém xac dinh thoi diém ti* vong ctia nan nhan la khoang 8
gio toi qua. Nghia la thanh tra dang nghi ngd Sawada En.

“8 gio t6i qua thi toi & nha xem ti vi. T6i song mot minh nén chang c6 bang
chitng ngoai pham nao hét. Nhung t6i xin thé 1a minh vo t6i. Tai sao toi phai giét
anh Nozaki chit?”

“O khong, chi 1 kiém tra cho da tha tuc thoi. Sao, c6 chuyén gi thé?”

Thanh tra tam duwng cudc ndi chuyén vGi Sawada Eri vi c0 mot nhan vién
kham nghiém buéc vao phong khach. Nhan vién nay thi tham gi d6 vdi thanh tra.
Thanh tra Kazamatsuri khé gat dau roi ra 1énh, “Dan nguwoi dé vao day ngay”. Co
vé nhu vira xudt hién thém nhan chitng mai.

Thay thé cho sy cé mat cia Sawada Eri tai phong khach 1a mot ngwoi dan
ong ngoai 30, tay cam mot cay kiém go. Tuy nhién, c6 vé nhu anh ta khong dinh
lam loan hién treong dang dong nghit canh sat. Héi ra thi biét tdi qua anh ta bi
chitng dau hong cap, cay kiém go kia dwgc dung lam gdy chong.

“Nho cai hong bong dung bi dau ma t6i qua t6i gap cau Nozaki.”

Nguoi dan 6ng tén Miyashita Hiroaki t6i qua da vo tinh gap Nozaki Shinichi
khi cau ta bwdc ra tir thang may. Theo 10i ta thi Nozaki mdc b vest mau nau, dat
theo mot c6 gdi tré. C6 dugc théng tin hitu ich, thanh tra Kazamatsuri lién bung
ngon tay va thi tham véi Reiko.

“Trong ti quan ao cda nan nhan khong c6 bo vest nao mau nau. Qua nhién
hung thu da dem no di.”

“Noi vay thi co gai tré di cung nan nhan la hung thu u?”

“Khong, két luan nhw vay e hoi sdm.” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri quay sang
Miyashita dé xac nhan thém, “Lic anh gap cau Nozaki la khodng may gio?”

“Cha t6i khong xem dong ho nén khong biét chinh xac... nhwng cai hong
cta toi do chitng trude 8 gio c6 may phat théi.”
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“Tredc 8 gio c6 may phit thoéi!” Thoi diém nay trung vdi thoi diém nan
nhan t vong.

“Vang, t6i khong nham dau. Béi chinh lic do, cau thu Arai cia déi Hanshin
da danh mot cd homerun vao pole trai.”

“0, cli danh d6 ha.” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri khé gt dau roi budn ba nhin c6
dong vién doi Hanshin dang ding trwdc mat. “Khoéng biét phai néi sao nita anh
Miyashita a, ci danh d6 khong phai homerun dau, ma la danh hong. Arai danh
boéng bat dat, két qua la Hanshin da thua tham bai.”

“H4, anh bdo sao! That khong thanh tra? Anh dua a! Anh dang dua phai
khong!”

Do6i véi Miyashita, c6 vé thong tin nay gay sing sot hon nhiéu so véi an
mang vira xdy ra. Do khong doc bdo hay xem ti vi ké tir sau cti dau héng nén
Miyashita van dinh ninh rang doi Hanshin thang.

“To6i nghiép doi Hanshin... Nhung tam gac chuyén do lai da, thoi diém ti
vong ctia nan nhan dugc xac dinh la khoang 8 gid t6i. Suy ra anh da gap nan nhan
ngay treedc khi cu ta bi sat hai. Nhiéu kha nang c6 gai di cung cau ta chinh la
hung tha.”

No6i xong, thanh tra quay sang Reiko thi tham. “C6 dwa Sawada Eri vao
day.”

Dwong nhv thanh tra dang quy két c6 gai tré di cung Nozaki chinh la
Sawada Eri. Con Reiko lai linh cdm nhiéu kha nang do6 1a mot nguwdi khac, khong
phai Sawada Eri, nhung du sao cling can phai kiém chitng. Reiko moi Sawada Eri
trd lai phong r6i dan ¢6 ra ditng tredc mat Miyashita Hiroaki. Sawada khong hiéu
c6 chuyén gi nén ct lo lang nhin quanh. Phét 16 thai do cia Sawada Eri, thanh tra
Kazamatsuri héi thang luén, “Anh Miyashita, cd gai to6i qua anh trong thay la co
nay a? Co nay phai khong?”

Mot cau héi kiéu tham do. Miyashita dudi thang céi lwng dang dau roi ditng
canh c6 géi. Sau khi so chiéu cao ctia minh v6i c6 gai, anh noéi, “Co cao khoang
1m60 nhi. C6 1€ cao bang Nozaki.”

“Vang.” Sawada Eri gat dau. Nghe vay, Miyashita quay sang qua quyét vGi
cac diéu tra vién, “Néu vay thi khong phai c6 nay. Mai toc thi giéng véi co toi
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nhin thdy hom qua. C6 hom qua t6c cling dai va den. Nhwng c6 nay hoi cao. Co
toi gap thap hon. Chi cao dén mang tai ctia Nozaki th6i. D6 1m50 la cung.”
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3

Chiéu hom do, Reiko va thanh tra Kazamatsuri lai xe dén Kichizyoji. Khong
phai dé ghé nha hang Viét Nam sang trong. Ma dé gap mot c6 gai tén Saito Aya
song tai khu nay.

Duva trén 101 khai ctia Miyashita Hiroaki thi xac suat kha cao hung thu la mot
co gdi tré, c6 quan hé than thiét v&i nan nhan. Cac diéu tra vién da phai vat va luc
tung may tinh va dién thoai dé tim ra nhitng cai tén ni* thwong xuyén lién lac véi
nan nhan. Co6 bon cai tén dwac tim thdy. Mot la Sawada Eri — ngudi da 1dy xong
16i khai, ba nguwdi con lai 1an dau tién xuat hién trong cong tac diéu tra. Saito Aya
la mot trong s6 do.

Hai nguoi gap duge Saito Aya tai khu nha go xap xé nam sat nha tam cong
cong Kame No Yu & duong Nakamichi. Saito Aya xudt hién & thém ctra trong
trang phuc 4o phong va quan soéc bo, mat dé ngau c6 1é vi thiéu ngu.

“Co viéc gi ma canh sat tim t6i? Dao nay t6i c6 lam gi xdu dau.”

Nghe ctt nhw c6 ta virta mdi lam gi xau. Thoéi hung han ciing 1a dac trung ly
twdng cho mot ké sat nhan. Reiko thuat lai cai chét cia Nozaki Shinichi va tham
do phan ng cua doéi twgng. Dai twgng cd vé bi sdc nang, vé mat dau kho khong
giong nhuv dang dién kich, nhuwng khi hdi vé nghé nghiép, cau tra 16i cua co ta
khién Reiko dé cao canh giac, “T6i lam ca dém & ctra hang tién lgi va dang theo
hoc 16p dién xuat dé tré thanh dién vién.”

Trong khi do, thanh tra Kazamatsuri mat hitng ngay khi vira trong thay dung
mao cua Saito Aya. Ly do la Saito Aya cao khodng 1m70. Pa thé téc c6 con ngan
clin nhw con trai. Co hoan toan khong giéng vdi dac diém ctia nghi pham ma
Miyashita trong thay.

Vay nén Reiko danh thay mat thanh tra dat cau hoéi, “Moi quan hé cta chi
v&i Nozaki la thé nao?”

“T6i va Shin-chan la ban cii. Ching t6i hoc cung trwdng mau gido. Thi
thodng ching t6i van di an v&i nhau. M@i tuan trudce t6i va cau ay con nhau voi
nhau...”

“Khoang 8 gid tdi qua, chi ¢ dau, lam gi?”
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“8 gio thi t6i chwa di lam. T6i ¢ nha m6t minh. Sao co, chi nghi ngo t6i day
a. Chi nham r6i. Quan hé cuaa t6i va Shin-chan khong phai kiéu yéu dwong tham
thiét gi dau.”

“Chi biét Nozaki dang hen vGi c6 gai nao khong? Chang han c6 c6 nao téc
dai, cao khoang 1m50?”

“Ha... c6 gai ma Shin-chan hen ho ha... lam gi c6 ai! Cai thang loat choat
day chi c6 toi dé hen ho thoi.” Saito Aya dung ngon cai chi vao nguce day tu hao.
Sau do6, nhu thé bi to mo, c6 ta hoi, “Co gai cao 1m50 do la ai thé?”

“Cha. ft ra thi khong phai 1 chi.” Reiko ang chirng chiéu cao ctia déi twong
r6i chuyén deé tai. “Nozaki bi sat hai trong tinh trang 16a thé. Cau ay bi hung tha
16t sach quan &o. C6 nghi tai sao hung thu lam vay?”

Trwdc cau hoi nghiém tic lién quan dén vu viéc, Saito Aya tra 16i bang bo
mdt cling rat nghiém tuc.

“To6i khong biét, mot kiéu tra thu vi bi toc vay chang?”

Héa ra h6i mau gido, Saito Aya tirng c6 tién an 16t tran Nozaki Shinichi (khi
d6 mdi 4 tudi) dé tra diia viéc bi toc vay. Pung la moi ngudi lai 6 mot cach lién
twong khac nhau vé co thé khda than. Rot cudc, Reiko va thanh tra Kazamatsuri
roi khéi nha Saito Aya ma khéng thu dugc gi dang ké.

Tiép theo, hai diéu tra vién ghé tham nha riéng cta nghi si Mayuzumi Kozo
0 Setagaya. Nhung khong phdi vi c6 viéc v6i vi chinh khach nay. Con gai duy
nhat ctia 6ng, c6 Mayuzumi Kanae mdi la dich nham ctia hai nguai.

Mayuzumi Kanae xudt hién & thém cita trong chiéc vay lién trang nha. Co
c6 lan da trang muot va doi mat den tron. Than hinh manh dé ctia mét tiéu thw
con nha gia gido khién cum tw “tiéu thw trong cung cam” that hgp vdi c6. Co té ra
boi roi trdc cude vieng tham dot ngodt ctia cac diéu tra vien. Khi dugc thong bao
vé cai chét cua Nozaki Shinichi, ¢ v4i dua ban tay gay gudc lén che miéng.

“Sao co... Anh Nozaki...” Mayuzumi Kanae thodng chiit sg hai nhung van
1é phép mai hai diéu tra vién vao phong khach. “Xin mai theo 16i nay...”

Reiko va thanh tra Kazamatsuri theo sau Mayuzumi Kanae. Mat hai diéu tra
vién dinh chdt vao mai téc den, day, budng x6a sau lung c6 gai. Vao dén phong
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khach, chi dgi Mayuzumi Kanae quay ra la thanh tra Kazamatsuri tho 16 y nghi bi
kim nén suét tir ban nay.

“Co thdy khong Hosho, toc cia c6 gai do! Mot mai toc den va dai! Thoi
dung roi! Co ta chinh la hung thu.”

“Thanh tra khong nén voi vang. Theo 10i khai cta Miyashita thi co gai di
cung nan nhan rat thap.”

“C0 ta cha thap a. Co thay r6i con gi. Co ta thap. Chi khoang 1m50 thoi.”
“Pau c6. Chiéu cao cta c6 ay la mitc chuan bay gio day. 1m60.”
“Khong, co ta thap!”

“Khong thap!”

“1m50!”

“Khong, 1m60!”

Cudc tranh luan vo nghia dang dén doan cao trao thi ctta phong khach ma,
Mayuzumi Kanae xudt hién véi khay tra trén tay. Hai diéu tra vién, moi nguoi
dirng sang mot ben co gai va dat cung mot cau hoi, “Co cao bao nhieu?”

“Da?” Mayuzumi Kanae dat khay tra lén ban, ngac nhién nhin hai diéu tra
vién. “Pay la cau héi dau tién a?”

Hai diéu tra vién cung gat dau. Du khong hiéu chuyén gi, Mayuzumi Kanae
van tra 1oi, “T6i cao diing 1m60. Sao co?”

Reiko khodi chi nam tay thanh nam dam, con thanh tra Kazamatsuri thi hdm
hue bung ngon tay.

Viéc lay 10i khai tuy bat dau bang mot cau héi ky la nhung sau dé
Mayuzumi Kanae da ké ranh mach vé moi quan hé véi Nozaki Shinichi. Pung la
hai ngwoi dang hen ho vai nhau.

“... Nhung méi duge mot thang thoi. Chung toi gap nhau tai bita tiéc danh
cho céc nha tai trg do cha t6i t6 chitc. Gidm dbc céng ty anh Nozaki la ty vién
trong ban tai trg cta cha to6i nhung c6 viéc dot xuat khong t6i dw duge do dé anh
Nozaki da dén thay.”

“Ra vay. Hai nguoi hen ho véi nhau ké tir sau bita tiéc.”
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“Vang. Chung t6i trao doi dia chi email. Mdy ngay sau thi anh &y madi t6i di

Sau do6 hai ngwdi gap nhau khodng mot tuan mot lan. Co gai noi rang nhitng
lan gap nhau déu rat binh thwong, hai ngwdoi di choi bang xe cia Nozaki hodc an
udng tai cac nha hang sang trong. Mdac du mu6n hoéi thang hai ngudi da than thiét
t6i mirc do nao song trudc vé that tha cta co gai, Reiko danh gac lai nhitng cau
héi bat nha. Thay vao dé, co dat mot cau héi khac, “Ngoai co ra, Nozaki con hen
ho vdi ai khong?”

“Toi nght la... khong... toi cling khong ro nita.”

Mayuzumi Kanae lac dau, 4nh mat 16 16 vé lo lang. Reiko chang thé nao
doan dugc co ta khong biét that hay dang khéo 1éo dién kich. “T6i chi mudn kiém
tra lai cho chac” Reiko mao dau truedc khi hoi vé bang chitng ngoai pham cta c6
gai. Mayuzumi Kanae tra 161, giong chac chan, “8 gio t6i qua t6i & nha. Chi c6
thé hoi cha t6i.”

Tiéc la 16i khai cua 6ng bé khong thé cling c6 cho bang chitng ngoai pham
ctia cd con gai. Ong b6 nghi si s&p dén ky bau cir ban t6i mét t6i miii ciing 1a 18
thuong. Pén lugt thanh tra Kazamatsuri di thang vao van dé, “Tai sao thi pham
lai 16t tran cau Nozaki? C6 cé doan dugc 1y do khong?”

“Lot tran a...” Mayuzumi Kanae khé lac dau roi ngang mat 1én ngay. “Néu
anh Nozaki c6 ngudi khac, anh Nozaki va co dy dang... khong...”

Anh mat hung han cta thanh tra Kazamatsuri hwéng vé phia c6 gai dang cti
mat, ma ing do vi nguong.

“Sao? CO c& néi thang ra di!”

Ban tinh dwgc boc 16 khi gap vu an giét nguwai 16a thé chang? Co6 vé nhw lan
nay thanh tra Kazamatsuri da c6 co hoi thé hién cho bang hét théi wa quay roi.
Poc dwge tam dia den t6i cta thanh tra Kazamatsuri, Reiko voi hang giong. C6
ném chiéc phao cttu sinh vé phia chi ctru non yéu 6t dang bi tén soi gia gian ac
bat nat.

“Pang quan hé tinh duc. Cau Nozaki bi sat hai khi dang quan hé tinh duc v&i
€0 gai do. Vi vay ma cau ta khoa than. Co nghi vay dang khong?”

“Vang. bung roi! D6 chinh la diéu t6i mudn noi.”
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Khong biét c6 phai vi mitng r& hay khong ma Mayuzumi Kanae chap hai tay
va gat dau véi Reiko. Pitng bén canh Reiko, thanh tra Kazamatsuri chan chudng
khit khit mi.

Lay loi khai xong, hai diéu tra vién roi khéi tw gia Mayuzumi. Lic buéc vao
xe, thanh tra Kazamatsuri rén 1én nhw thé vira tugt mat con ca, “Tiéc qua. Gia c6
Mayuzumi Kanae nay thdp di d6 10cm la hoan toan khép véi 16i khai cua
Miyashita. Co6 Hosho nay, c6 biét c6 cach gi dé tam thoi ha thdp chiéu cao
khong?”

“RO v& van, thuva thanh tra. Di gidy dé cao thém d6 10cm thi dwgc chw
nguoc lai thi khong co6 dau.”

Chua ai tim ra phwong phap dé ha thap chiéu cao.

“Gio chung ta sé di gap ngudi ké ti€p.” Ngoi canh ghé 14i, Reiko 14t cudn s6
tay. “Ban gai thi tw cia nan nhan. Morino Chiduru. C6 ta lam cung Ban thu ky
vGi nan nhan tai Cong ty Bdo hiém Nhan tho Mitsutomo.”

“Mot c6 thw ky a. Céi cau Nozaki Shinichi nay ciing sat gai gém. Chac cé
diéu gi mo am & day roi. Cau ta thua xa toi vé gia thé, tai san, ngoai hinh ciling
nhu chiéu cao, sat gai thé nao dugc. Phai khong c6 Hosho?”

149 »
Y

T6i phai néi gi day!

ROt cude, dd may chuc phit tr6i qua ma Reiko van chwra tim dwgce cau tra 1oi
hgp ly cho cau héi cia cap trén. Cé dén Cong ty Bao hiém Nhan tho Mitsutomo
bang xe do thanh tra lai. D6 la tdoa nha cao tang nam & khu van phong cua
Shinjuku. Tai quay lé tan, Reiko yéu cau dwgc gap Morino Chiduru dang lam tai
Ban thw ky. C6 vé nhu tin titc vé nhan vién Ban thw ky bi sat hai da lan khap
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cong ty. Hai nguwoi dugc dan thang 1én phong khach & ting 7, chd doi sy xuat
hién cua nghi can.

“Xin 16i vi dé anh chi phai dgi.”

Morino Chiduru dang cui chao 1é phép & thém ctra la mot c6 gai manh dé
v6i bd vest mau xanh dam om sat nguwdi. Guwong mat tuy khong &n twgng lam
nhung van c6 thé xép vao hang xinh dep. Téc ¢6 mau den. Thoat nhin twdng la
ngan nhung that ra la dai vi dugc budi gon ra sau. Co c6 chiéu cao trung binh.
Khong, néu khong tinh doi giay cao gét thi phai ndi la c6 kha thap. Cé 1é vira
dang 1m50. Hoan toan khdp vaéi 1oi khai cua Miyashita.

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri khé tho 10 niém vui gap dwgc nhan vat ly twéng bang
cach trung ra bo mat cong ti* dang ghét roi tién lai gan co gai.

“C6 1a Morino a. Hirm, cd xoay mot vong cho t6i xem nao. O, téc cd thudong
ngay van bii cao thé nay a. Ha ha, vi cong viéc chang? Co6 la the ky ma. Lam
xong cO lai tha téc ra ding khong. Chac téc co dai va dep lam.”

“Vang, toi thudc loai toc dai. O kia, anh lam gi thé?”

Phét 10 vé boi réi ctia Morino Chiduru, thanh tra Kazamatsuri ngang nhién
dat tay 1én dau co6 dé so chiéu cao. Po xong, thanh tra gat dau man nguyén, miéng
lam bam “1m50!” r6i quay lai ghé ng6i. Mac ké thanh tra Kazamatsuri, Reiko héi
Morino Chiduru vé mdi quan hé véi Nozaki.

“T6i dodn mAi quan hé ctia hai ngudi trén mirc dong nghiép.”

“Pung nhu chi n6i. T6i cé hen ho vdi anh Nozaki. Chuyén bat dau ngay khi
toi vira dugc chuyén sang Ban thw ky, tinh dén nay ciing duwgc ba nam roi. Vi sao
u? Chdng c6 gi dac biét ca. Hang ngay gap nhau tai cho lam, dan dan t6i thdy
thich anh 4y. Anh ay vao cong ty tredc to6i mot nam, lai lam dwgc viéc nén t6i hoc
tir anh ay rat nhiéu”

Cau noi cia Morino Chiduru khién Reiko ghen ti vi minh chang hoc héi
dwgc gi nhiéu tir cap trén.

“Hinh nhw ngoai chi, cau Nozaki con hen ho v6i nguoi khac.”
“Chi néi linh tinh cai gi thé! Y chi 1a anh Nozaki bt ca hai tay?”

“O khong...” Khong phai hai ma 1a bén tay co. Chi s¢ néi ra xong, c6 lai
ngat luén ra day thi nguy. Tuy mitc do than mat khac nhau nhung rd rang la cau
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Nozaki Shinichi van thwong xuyén gap gd ca bon nguwoi. Chang nhé Morino
Chiduru hen ho v6i Nozaki ba nam r6i ma khong mdy may phat hién? Hay biét
dau, sau khi phat hién ra Nozaki khong chung thuy, qua uat c co6 da dung gat tan
dap chét cau ta cling nén. Tic gidn vi nguwoi yéu bat ca hai tay hoan toan c6 thé
trd thanh dong co giét ngudi. Bang nay lai la bon tay.

“Tién day,” Reiko bat dau cau hoi quen thudc, “Cho t6i hoi, toi qua, lic 8
gio, co ¢ dau?”

“T6i & nha.” Morino Chiduru dap. C6 dang song mdt minh tai mot chung cw
¢ trung tam. Khong ai c6 thé lam chitng cho bang chitng ngoai pham cuta co.

Cudi cung, khi thanh tra Kazamatsuri héi Morino Chiduru nghi thé nao vé
viéc nan nhan bj giét trong tinh trang 16a thé, Morino Chiduru suy nghi r6i tra 1i
thé nay, “Khong phai hung tht muon 16t tran anh Nozaki ma la c6 viéc can dung
dén quan 4o cda anh dy. Quan 4o anh ay dang mac c6 gia tri dac biét gi doé véi
hung tha. Chinh vi thé ma hung thu da 1y di. C6 thé 1am chi?”

“Ra vay, mot y hay day. Cho toi héi, cac bo vest ma cau Nozaki mac di lam
c6 gia tri gi dac biét khong? Cuaa thwong hiéu nwéc ngoai noi tiéng nhu Christian
Dior hay Givenchy chang han? B0 t6i dang mac la cia Armani day.”

“Khong, quan 4o cua anh ay chu yéu mua & ctta hang Aoyama hay Konoka
th6i.”

Nghe cau tré 10i, vai thanh tra Kazamatsuri chiing xuong.

“Thé thi khong phai loai quan 4o dang dé lay roi.”

Phat biéu cau noi day vé coi thuwong ctra hang ban quan ao hang loat xong,
thanh tra Kazamatsuri két thic budi lay 16i khai ttt Morino Chiduru.

https://thuviensach.vn



4

“Thé la r6. Nguwoi cao 1m50, c6 mai toc dai, den, mwot.” Thanh tra
Kazamatsuri qua quyét khi cho xe chay thong dong vé huéng Kokubunji. “Hung
tha 1a Morino Chiduru. Khong nham dau. Phéi khong ¢6 Hosho!”

(13 »
coe

Tiéc la phan 16n cac trwong hgp “Khong nham dau” cua thanh tra
Kazamatsuri lai déu la “Nham”. Ngo6i bén canh, Reiko cit lo lang khong yén. Liéu
c6 phdi c6 gai ¢ Ban thu ky la hung tha?

“Gia sit Morino Chiduru la hung thu, tai sao c6 dy lai 16t hét quan ao cua
Nozaki. T6i chang nghi ra ly do gi ca.”

“Vé diém nay, toi thay y kién ctia c6 Mayuzumi Kanae hoa ra lai ding nhat.
Nghia la bi kich xdy ra trudc hodc trong khi hai nguoi an ai. Vi qua mé mai,
Nozaki da goi nham tén Morino Chiduru. Chang han thanh Eri, Aya hay Kanae gi
dé. ban 6ng bat ca hai tay hay bi 16 tdy vao nhitng ltic nhw thé 1am. Khéng nham
dau.”

“Ra vay. Nghe thuyét phuc ddy, anh ding la thanh tra c6 khac. Hay tai anh
ting c6 kinh nghiém trong chuyén nay?”

“Lam gi c6!” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri day cao giong dé danh trong lang.
“Chung ta vé Kokubunji ngay thoi. Phai tim dau vét ctia Morino Chiduru & hién
treong.”

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri nhan chan ga dé tang t6c do.

Vé dén khu chung cw Heights Musashino, hai diéu tra vién di thang vao
thang may. Lén dén tang 5, vira chuan bi ré ¢ khic ngodt hanh lang hinh chiv L. dé
dén can ho xay ra an mang, bong c6 mét vat can chan dwong hai nguai.

“Bup!” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri ddm sam vao tang thit khong 16 thinh linh
xuat hién hién khién cd nguwdi nga ngtra ra sau. Reiko may man thoat nan, ngang
len nhin tang thit vira x0 nga thanh tra. P6 1a mot thanh nién voi than hinh to
ngoai cd. Néu mac bo yukata va di lai & khu Ryokoku, thé nao cau ta cling bi
nham 1a mot Sekitori’ c6 thit hang.

“Cau la ai? Cau séng ¢ tang nay a? Sang nay toi khong nhin thay cau.”
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“Vang. Con anh chi? C6 phai la diéu tra vién khong? T6i nghe ndi xdy ra an
mang & can hd so 4. T6i vira méi ngu day, nghe xong ma giat minh.”

Sy t0 mo hién 1én trong doi mat tron nhu hat dé cta cau thanh nién. Thanh
tra Kazamatsuri dwa tay phui chi€c quan hang hiéu, dong thdi ném cai nhin gian
di* vé phia cau thanh nién r6i lén tiéng tra héi nghé nghiép nhuw thé muon tra diia
ct x6 nga vira roi.

“Gi0o nay méi ngu day, nghe c6 vé dang nghi day. Cau tén gi, lam & dau?”

Mot kiéu lam dung chitc quyén hoi qua.

Nhwng cau thanh nién khong té ra kho chiu ma tra 10i rat thanh that. Cau ta
tén la Sugihara Satoshi. Hién 1a nha van chuyén viét truyén trinh tham.

Cha, nha van viét truyén trinh tham, khong biét truyén cau ta viét thé nao.
Trong khi Reiko t0 mo muoén biét cau ta c6 ndi tiéng khong thi thanh tra
Kazamatsuri khong héi thém gi, bdi 1é cau hoi vira roi chang qua la do ham huc
ca nhan. Tuy vay, véi thai do ham doa nhu thé triwdc mat la tén t6i pham, thanh
tra san so6 dat mot cau hoi khac:

“Cau gap nguoi song ¢ can ho 504 bao gio chwa? Lan gan day nhat la khi
nao?”

Cau tra 1oi thot ra tir miéng Sugihara Satoshi that bat ngo.

“Khong ro c6 phai ngudi song ¢ can ho 504 khong nhung toi da gap mot c6
gai kha la.”

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri va Reiko quay sang nhin nhau. “Gap? Mot c6 gai?”

“Vang. Khodng 8 rudi tdi qua. Toi tit ctta hang tién lgi vé, dang di ngoai
hanh lang thi thy ctta can hé 504 m@&, mot c6 gai tit trong di ra. Co ta an van kha
16i thdi, quan bo 6ng rong bén trén mdc do so mi dai tay thung thinh. Hinh nhw c6
ta cam mot tdi gidy to thi phai. Co ta cé vé rat voi. Chiéc mi rong vanh kéo
xuong tan mat nén td6i khong nhin rd mat. Suyt nita thi c6 ta dam sam vao t6i.”

“Nay anh kia, d6 khong phai la ngudi song ¢ can ho 504 dau. Hung thu
day!”

Xét vé mat thoi gian, nhiéu kha nang c6 gai bi an Sugihara Satoshi gap
chinh la hung thu dang bo chay khoi hién truong. Thai do né tranh cai nhin caa
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ngwoi khac cang khang dinh thém diéu nay. Chiéc tii gidy co ta cam trén tay cé
thé dang dung quan do cta nan nhan.

“Cau c6 nhin thady mat c6 ta khong? Toéc c6 ta dai t6i dau?” Thanh tra
Kazamatsuri khéng gidu noi sy phan khich.

“Khong, t6i khong nhin thay rd. Tai cadi mii che mat. Vi lai néu nhin cham
cham ngudi ta sé nghi t6i la bién thai.”

“Cau ctt nhin thodi mai! Bi coi la bién thai thi da sao!” Chang biét c6 phai
phan khich qua khong ma phat ngén cta thanh tra nghe day mau thuan. “Thé con
chiéu cao? Cau suyt dam phai c6 ta co ma. Co ta cao chirng nao? Chirng nay a?”

No6i xong, thanh tra Kazamatsuri dat nam tay dwéi c6 cau thanh nién to 16n.
D6 cao wdc chirtng 1m50. Thanh tra Kazamatsuri héi nhw thé tin 1a vu an sap
dwgc giai quyét. Tuy nhién, Sugihara Satoshi lac dau, manh dén noi rung chuyén
ca than hinh do so.

“Khong, co dy khong thap thé dau. Co ay phai cao dén day cua t6i.”

Cau thanh nién dwa nam dam lén gitta mat minh. Trong mot gidy, mat thanh
tra Kazamatsuri do ra vi bat ngo. Cho Sugihara Satoshi chi tay cao hon cho thanh
tra chi khoang 20 cm. Nghia la khodng 1m70. Mot con s6 twong doi cao ¢ nit
gioi.

Trong s6 cac nghi pham, chi duy nhat mot nguwdi c6 chiéu cao dang né nhw
vay. Do la co ban thanh mai truc ma cua nan nhan, hién dang lam viéc ty do va
mo wéc trd thanh dién vién. Thanh tra Kazamatsuri chang ngai ngan hét that to
tén co gai.

“Saito Aya... Chinh la c0 ta! Pung nhu toi nghi!”

O, anh dau c6 nghi thé...
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“... Vi thé ma thanh tra Kazamatsuri cho rang Saito Aya la tht pham. C6 thé
co gai c6 chiéu cao vuot troi Sugihara Satoshi gdp la Saito Aya. Tuy nhién ciing
khong vi thé ma két ludn c6 ta la hung tha sat hai Nozaki Shinichi. Nh& dau,
Saito Aya chi v6 tinh dén nha nan nhan ngay sau khi vu viéc xay ra, nhin thay thi
thé, c6 ta hodng sg nén bé chay. Tui gidy c6 ta cam la do cta ca nhan... C6 kha
nang do lam chi?”

Trudc cau hoi tim kiém sy dong tinh cia Reiko, nguwoi dan 6ng dong déng
cao ding bén canh nhu cai bong khé gap ngudi. Sau do, anh ta dap bang giong
rat lwu loat nhw thé do la cau thoai duy nhéat anh ta dugc phép néi.

“Vang. bung nhu tiéu thw néi.”

Dinh thy Hosho — dinh thy dwgc don rong dén noi khong ai biét chinh xac
c6 bao nhiéu phong. Tai mot trong v6 s6 phong khach rong 16n cua dinh thy,
Reiko dang thd minh trén chiéc sofa cao cdp dit mua tir Bic Au va ké lai cho
Kageyama veé vu viéc h6m nay.

Kageyama la quan gia cta gia dinh Hosho. Déi v&i Reiko anh ta chi 1a mot
ngwoi lam nhung lai s& hitu b 6c nhay bén véi viéc diéu tra toi pham hon han
Reiko. Pa nhiéu lan, chi can nghe ké lai ma anh ta gidi quyét ngon lanh nhitng vu
an canh sat dang bé tac. Anh ta thuc s c6 ich cho Reiko, nhung dong thoi cling
khién c6 kho chiu.

Con 10i khai caa Miyashita Hiroaki nita. Anh ta khai c6 gai budc ra khoi
thang may cung nan nhan rat thap. Xét tir chiéu cao va mai toc thi c6 1€ 1a Morino
Chiduru. Nhung lai chang c6 co s& két luan c6 ay la hung thu.

Tom lai, cd Saito Aya va Morino Chiduru déu dang nghi nhw nhau. Khong
c6 gi dé khang dinh. Dgi Reiko két thiic cau chuyén bang tiéng thé dai, ditng bén
canh, Kageyama méi ctii rap minh xudng.

“Ra vay. To6i hiéu tinh tiét cia vu nay roi. Tiéu thu dang dau dau lam phai
khong. T6i rat thong cam véi tiéu thw.” Nguwoi quan gia hwéng anh mat tham do
vé phia Reiko sau cap kinh gong bac. “... Thé nén?”

“Thé nén!?” Bat ngd trwdc phan ng cia Kageyama, Reiko rwén thang
ngwoi. “Thé nén la sao?”
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“Thé nén t6i phai g& roi gitp tiéu thu? Nghia la mot diéu tra vién chuyén
nghiép nhu tiéu thv dang bao mot quan gia nhw t6i gidi gitip cau do cua vu an?
Tiéu thw néi that day chi?”

“Ha?” Reiko bat day nhw thé vira tinh lai sau khi bi th6i mién.

Gi thé ha Hosho Reiko! Chi vi lo lang treéc mot vu an khé ma mi quén hét
danh dy ctia mé6t diéu tra vién lan cda mot tiéu thw roi sao! Sao lai phai nho dén
nguoi dan ong nay chu!

Reiko ldy lai vé mat uy quyén, xoay nita nguwoi vé phia Kageyama, quat
bang giong ghé gém nhat c6 thé, “Day khong phai lic dua! Sao t6i phai nhd mot
nguwdi nghiép duv vé van nhue anh? Twéng anh muén nghe nén toi ké thoi. Viéc
con con nay dwong nhién ty téi gidi quyét dugc!”

“Tiéu thw néi vay la toi yén tam roi. That ra 1au nay t6i van tham lo lang. Ké
tir khi toi tham gia vao nhitng vu an cda tiéu thw, cé rat nhiéu vu nan gidi nhung
nho c6 t6i ma tim duwge hwdng gidi quyét. Két qua la s c6 mat cia tiéu thu dang
dan tré nén khong can thiét...”

O, tén quan gia tho 16 kia, anh ddm noéi thé a! Hai bén thai duwong ctia Reiko
gian giat vi tirc gian, c6 chi thang vao mat Kageyama.

“Pugc roi. Ty téi xi ly 1a duge chit gi. BDon gian thoi. Cé nhitng hai ¢6 dang
nghi bi trong thdy & gan hién treong. Chac chan mét trong hai ¢ dé la tha pham.
Cau tra 10i ranh ranh ra day roi.”

Chi la chon mot trong hai thoi ma. Nham mat ciing lam dwoc.

“Hum, chinh, anh m@i la nguwoi thtra trong vu nay.”

Reiko nham mat, twéng twogng ra khuén madt ctia Saito Aya va Morino
Chiduru va bat dau tro choi doan mo, “Chon ngudi nao day...”

Nhung chi sau mot giay im lang, Kageyama lai giang cho Reiko mot cau néi
tan nhan khac, “Xin 16i tiéu thuw, c6 1é tam thoi tiéu thw nén rat lui chang?”
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Reiko tim th® gi c6 thé ném duwgc. Tach udng tra Meissen, binh hoa
Koimari, dong ho dé ban Thuy Si... cai nao ciing qua cao cap dé tham hoi tén
quan gia hon xuwgc. Khong con cach nao khac, Reiko danh phaéi chon loai tir ngit
khong cao cdp, trut thang vao Kageyama.

“Rut cai gi ma rut. Chinh anh méi phdi rat day!”

Kageyama nghiéng dau nhw thé tranh dong da dang lao t6i, dong thoi nha
nhan dwa ra 10i xin 16i, “Xin tiéu thwy ~ th 16i vi t6i an néi hon hao. Nhung lam
sao toi c6 thé im lang chitng kién thém maot vu an oan do 16i cda tiéu thw.”

“An oan 1a sao! Y anh béo t6i doan mo, a khong, doan sai ding khong?
Chua chac dau. X4c suat ciing chi 1a mét trong hai thoi.”

“Vang, van dé la ¢ cho d6. C6 vé nhu tiéu thw cho rang mét trong hai co gai
dwgc trong thay gan hién treong la hung tha. Nhuwng t6i thi khong.”

“Sao ca? Theo anh thi khong ai trong hai ngwoi la hung tha a?”

“Khong, ngugc lai. Ca hai déu la hung tha.”

“Ca hai... v!” Mot y nghi 16e 1én trong dau Reiko. “T6i hiéu roi. Hai nguoi
la dong pham!”

Hai c6 gai bi an do la dong pham. Mot y kién cling dang dé lwu tam.

“Phai r6i. Chang han, c6 gai thap hon ma Miyashita Hiroaki trong thdy la
hung thd, con c6 géi cao hon Sugihara Satoshi trong thdy la ngudi ldy quan do
cta nan nhan. Man phoi hop nay la hoan toan c6 thé.”

Reiko vui mung trudc mot huwdng di méi. Trong khi do, Kageyama chi lang
1€ lac dau.

“Khong dau tiéu thw. Y t6i khong phai 1a dong pham.”

“Ha, khong phai a!? Vay la gi.” Reiko chwa kip hiéu dau dudi ra sao thi
Kageyama da dwa ra 10i giai thich bat ngd, “Theo t6i, hai co bi trong thay do chi
la mot.”

Reiko im 1dng nhin vao mat Kageyama. Cé vé nhu anh ta khong dua. Xac
nhan xong, bang mot giong mach lac, Reiko chi ra diém mau thuan cua
Kageyama.
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“Co gai Miyashita Hiroaki nhin thdy lic 8 gio t6i qua cao khodng 1m50.
Con c6 Sugihara Satoshi nhin thay 30 phtt sau d6 cao 1m70. Hai ngudi nay la
mot u?”

“Vang.” Kageyama gat dau nhu thé dé la chuyén duong nhién.

Cam thay minh nhu dang bi 16i ra lam tro cuwdi, Reiko hét 1én, “Sao cé
chuyén do6 dugc! Khéng thé nao. Anh dinh néi chi trong vong 30 phit, mot c6 gai
cao 1m50 cao thém dwgc 20cm nita a?”

Kageyama khong tra 10i cau hoi cia Reiko ma tir ton gidi thich.

“Chung ta can dat cau héi vé 16i khai ctia Miyashita Hiroaki. Anh ta bi dau
hong, phai chong gdy trong lic di chuyén, trong tw thé bat thuwdng nhw thé, sao
anh ta c6 thé khang dinh nhw dinh déng cot rang chiéu cao ciia mét c6 gai khong
quen biét 1a 1m50?”

“O chuyén d6 c6 gi khé hiéu dau. Miyashita wéc lwong chiéu cao cd géi nho
so sanh vGi Nozaki. Miyashita song canh nha nén biét Nozaki cao 1m60. C6 gai
kia lai cao dén mang tai Nozaki. Do d6 Miyashita w6c chirng c6 ta cao 1m50.
Chinh Miyashita da n6i vay. Chang c6 gi khé hiéu ca.”

“Pung la khong c6 gi kho hiéu. Nhung...” Kageyama ném cai nhin sac lanh
vé phia Reiko. “Cé diung Nozaki khi d6 cao 1m60 khong? Nhd 1m70 thi sao?”

“Ha, sao c6 thé! Viéc tv nhién cao thém 10cm la...”

“Kia thua tiéu thw.” Kageyama khé day gong kinh, mim cwdi mia mai.
“Chang phai tiéu thw da néi sao. Hoan toan c6 thé cao thém 10cm.”

“Néu di giay cao got?” Pung la Reiko da no6i thé vgi thanh tra Kazamatsuri.
“Anh ham a. Chi phu nit méi di thoi. Nozaki la dan ong.”

“Cling c6 loai giay cho dan 6ng chi. Tiéu thw biét ma. Loai hay dugc rao
ban trén mang do.”

Nghe cum tr “trén mang”, Reiko m@i swc nhg ra. “Cai quang cdo ‘Chi can
x0 chan vao la ban cao théem 8cm’ d6 ha?”

“Vang, tiéu thw gidi qua.” Kageyama nghiéng dau than phuc réi néi ra tén
do6 vat hitu dung kia. “Vang, loai Giay Bi Mat”.
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Giay Bi Mat. Loai giay danh cho dang may rau tu ti vé chiéu cao vdi phan
got cao hon giay thong thuwong. Tuy cé tén la Giay Bi Mat nhung chang ai la
khong biét sy ton tai cta loai giay nay. Pang nhé phai goi loai giay ma thuat do la
Giay Bi Mat Céng Khai méi ding.

“Pung la cé loai giay tién dung do...” Reiko khong gidu dwgc sy boi roi
tre@c sy xuat hién ctia mot thit xem ra chang can hé gi téi vu an. “bgi da, toi
twong loai giay dé da tuyét chung cung véi sy khép lai caa thé ky 20 ro6i...”

“Khong dau thwa tiéu thw. Tuy da sang thé ky 21, nhwng chirng nao van con
nhitng nguwoi dan 6ng tw ti vé chiéu cao, van con nhitng c6 gai mo wdc nhitng
chang trai cao rdo thi Giay Bi Mat van con ton tai. Giay Bi Mat sé ton tai mai
mai.”

“Vang. C6 1€ thé. Thyc té thi Nozaki kha thap. Nhung anh c6 bang chitng
khong? Bé chitng t6 Nozaki wa dung Giay Bi Mat?”

“Khong, t6i khong c6 bang chitng. Tuy nhién, néu dat gia thiét t6i qua cau ta
di Giay Bi Mat, nhd do chiéu cao tang thém dwgce 10cm thi toan bo vu giét nguoi
16a thé nay sé an khép véi nhau.”

“C6 chdc khong. Toi van chwra nhin ra dwoc gi ca.”

Xin anh ddy, hay giai thich cho t6i hiéu... Khéng, danh du cia mot tiéu thw
khong cho phép Reiko noi ra cau dang ho then nay. Reiko chuyén cach noéi khéc,
“Xin anh hay giai thich dé thanh tra Kazamatsuri cling hiéu duwgc!”

“Vang.”

Kageyama cui dau va lan lwgt giai thich.

“Trudc hét, téi qua, nhd c6 giay cao gét ma Nozaki cao thém duwgc khoang
10cm, nghia la gan 1m70. Ching ta c dat gia thuyét nhw vay. Nozaki da lam gi
v&i ngoai hinh nay? Tat nhién la di gap c6 gai cau ta thich r6i. Khi hai ngudi gap
nhau, nhiéu kha nang c6 gai da dé nghi Nozaki dan vé nha.”

Ra vay. M6t dé nghi hoan toan cé co sé.

“Nozaki vui song cling thay lo. Pay la co hoi tot dé c6 duge co6 dy. Nhung
dwa co6 gai vé nha dong nghia vdi viéc cdu ta phéi cdi giay. Cau ta nén lam gi?
Chtng ta sé khong ban sau vé nhitng ban khoan ctia Nozaki. Tém lai, sau khi can
nhac, Nozaki chon phwong an dwa co6 gai vé nha. Mot quyét dinh mao hiém.
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Nhung cau ta khong thé danh mat co hoi ngan nam cé mot vGi cd gai minh yéu

»

men.

Kageyama gat dau té y rang minh da hiéu. Reiko nghi khong biét anh ta c6
hiéu that khong nita.

“Vay la 8 gio t6i qua, Nozaki va co gai tré c6 mat trong thang may di 1én
tang 5 khu chung cuv Heights Musashino. Anh Miyashita, ngudi bi chitng dau
héng da gap bon ho. Lic nay, néu Miyashita ditng thang, rat c6 thé anh ta nhan ra
Nozaki cao hon binh thuwong. Nhuwng Miyashita dang chong gdy, ngudi lai hoi dui
vé phia trdc nén dinh ninh day la cau thanh nién nhé con minh gdp hang ngay.
Miyashita két luan ngay rang c6 gai thap bé hon Nozaki kia cao 1m50.”

“Nhung Nozaki Iic do6 cao gan 1m70. Suy ra c6 gai di cung cao khodng
1m60?”

“Vang.”

Nghe Kageyama noi, hinh dnh cta Saito Aya va Morino Chiduru nhanh
chong bién mat khoi dau Reiko. Thay vao d6 la hinh anh nhan chitng dau tién —
Sawada Eri va con gai ngai nghi si — Mayuzumi Kanae. Ca hai déu cao khodng
1m60.

“Cau chuyén bi hai kich bat dau tir day. Nozaki mdi co6 gai vao nha, ciu ta
cdi Giay Bi Mat ra. Ngay lap tirc, hai nguoi ditng cao bang nhau. Trong dau c6
gai lic do chac han cé v6 van dau chadm héi. Tuy nhién, trong tinh hudéng nay, dan
ong sé thoai thac theo cach: O, chuyén binh thuong ma...”

“Pan ong la thé sao?”

“Vang, thua tiéu thuw.”

Reiko chi con biét chdp nhan cau tra 1oi cia Kageyama. “T6i hiéu roi. Anh
noi tiép di.”

“Vang. Nhung phu nit lai khong chdp nhan dwgc cau ‘O, chuyén binh
thwong ma...” Chi trong nhdy mat, mot anh chang cao 1m70 bong bién thanh mat
anh chang nhé con, cao 1m60. Phan t&ng thwong thay la cac co sé noi déa lén
rang minh bi Itra. Con dan 6ng chi biét chong ché: Thap thi c6 gi la xau! C¢ nhw
thé, tai can hd sb 5, noi dang 1é la chon tinh ty cia hai ngwdi yéu nhau thi lai tré
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thanh chdo Itra caa sy phan bdi, cam ghét, that vong va tu ti. Va bi kich da xay

»

ra.

“Co gai dung gat tan dap vao dau chang trai. Ct dap tring cho hiém nén cau
ta da chét.”

“Vang. Pay chi la tai nan vo tinh xdy ra trong lic hai nguwoi cdi nhau. Nhung
giét nguoi thi van la giét nguoi. Co gai nghi ngay tdi viéc chay tron khoi hién
trwong. Cé6 mot thit dap vao mat khién c6 ta chi y. Mot thit rat nho thoi nhung
khong thé bé qua. Tiéu thw doan dwoc khong?”

“Toi khong... D6 la céi gi?”

“La gau quan nan nhan dang mac.”

“G4u quan? Sao lai khong thé bé qua?”

“Vang. DBé phat huy t6i da hiéu qua cua Giay Bi Mat, chiéc quan dugc may
dai hon binh thwong. Nghia la gdu quan duwgc may dw ra. Khi di Giay Bi Mat, gdu
quan c6 nhiém vu che b6t got Giay Bi Mat. Ngugc lai, néu khong di giay gau
quan bi thtra, tréng rat 16i thoi. Cac diéu tra vién chuyén nghiép sé nghi sao khi
nhin thdy gau quan dai bat thuvong nay? Lam sao dam chac sé khong c6 diéu tra
vién tinh y doan ra viéc nan nhan dung Giay Bi Mat? Day la diéu hung thu lo sg.”

S& Canh sat Kunitachi c6 ngwoi tinh y nhw vay khong nhi? Reiko thac mac
nhung tam thoi mudn nghe tiép. “Thi sao? Viéc diéu tra vién phat hién Nozaki
dung Giay Bi Mat c6 gi bat lgi a?”

“ft ra thi n6 khong c6 1gi. Giay Bi Mat cht yéu duge nhitng ngudi c6 chiéu
cao khiém ton dung v6i muc dich hap dan cac c6 gai. Sw ton tai cua no6 sé khién
nguoi ta lién twong téi viéc nan nhan da gap ban gai ngay trudce luc bi sat hai.”

“Thé ha. C6 nguoi van di giay do di lam chi?”

“C6 thé c6 nhung it nhat Nozaki thi khong. Nhin vao cac doi giay xép ¢ nha
cau ta thi biét. Cac doi giay trén gia déu la nhitng d6i binh thuong. Nghia la cau
ta khong di Gidy Bi Mat di lam. O cong ty, cau ta van 1a mdt nhan vién nhé con
cao 1m60. Suy ra, ngudi ma cau ta gdp khi di Giay Bi Mat khong phdi la co gai
lam cung cong ty. Mot co gai khac, khong lam cung cong ty.”

“Ra vay. Chi moi viéc Nozaki di Giay Bi Mat ma khoanh ving nghi pham
hep han di. Biéu nay dung la bat 1gi cho hung thu.”
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“Vang. Do vay, hung thtt mudn giau di s ton tai ctia Giay Bi Mat. Hung thu
muodn tranh nguy co mat diéu tra vién nao d6 bong nhién lién twéng tGi doi giay.
Chac chan hung tha da nghi vay. Bén day, tiéu the da hiéu hung tht sé hanh dong
thé nao réi ding khong?”

“T6i hiéu roi. Hung tht muén cdi quan cua nan nhan. Bé giau di viéc gau
quan qua dai.”

“Mat tiéu thw that tinh twong.” Kageyama dwa ra 10i xu ninh trang tron.
“Tuy nhién, viéc cdi moi quan sé khién cac diéu tra vién thac mac. Céc diéu tra
vién sé kiém tra nhitng chiéc quan cé trong ti. Ho sé tim thay vai chiéc quan
khac cé gau dai hon. Thé thi qua la lay 6ng to6i ¢ bui nay.”

“Ttc 1a cdi moi quan thoi sé khong du.”

“Vang. Do do6 hung tht quyét dinh cdi nét cd 4o cia nan nhan. Tha pham
cdi do vest, 40 so mi. Chi con moi quan 16t. Nan nhan gan nhw khéa than. Vay thi
cdi ludn ca quan 16t va tat cho r6i... Chang cé gi la néu hung thu nghi nhw vay.”

“Cong nhan, cdi hét ca thi viéc doc dugc y do caa hung tha sé kho hon.”

Thye té thi hung tha da chon cach lam nay. Két qua la mat thi thé khda than
xudt hién tai can hé ctia mot nguwdi dan 6ng doc than c6 dang voc nhé bé. Toan bo
si viéc dan dan dugc sang td. Reiko khong thé gidu noi niém vui tredc két qua
bat nggo.

“Sau khi cdi hét quan do ctia nan nhan, hung tha da lam gi?”

“Hung tht cho quan 4o cia nan nhan vao chiéc ti gidy va chuan bi tau thoat
khéi hién truong. Puong nhién khong dugc quén doi GIAY BI MAT dang dé &
ctra. Bung lic d6 mot y twdng hién 1én trong dau hung tha.”

“Y twdng gi?”

“Vang. Y twéng gitip tdu thoat khéi hién treong mot cach an toan. Noi cach
khac 1a cai trang. Nhung khong phai la kiéu cai trang théng thuwong. Ma la kiéu
cdi trang rat hiéu qua bang cach tang chiéu cao thém 10cm. Ngay trudc mat hung
thd c6 mot thi gitp ich cho viéc cai trang nay nén hung thu khong thé khong
dung no.”

“Pung r6i! Giay Bi Mat ctia nan nhan, gio dén luwgt hung tha st dung.”
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“Vang. Tuy khac gigi nhung hung tha va nan nhan cao gan bang nhau. C&
giay vi thé ma cling khong khéac nhiéu. Chi can 16t thi gi d6 vao miii giay la hung
tha c6 thé x6 vira. Puong nhién, nit di giay ctia nam trong khong dwgc dep lam.
Nhwng néu mac quan gau dai thi sé che dugc giay di. Trong td quan 4o cua nan
nhan c6 chiéc quan nhw vay.”

“Hung thua tim dwoc chiéc quan cé 6ng rong va dai & trong td va mac né.”

“Cong thém mot do so mi dai tay va mot mii rong vanh. Tat ca déu muon tw
tl quan ao cta nan nhan. Hung tha dung mii dé gidu bo toc dai. Sau khi cdi trang
xong, hung thu cam chiéc tai gidy, budc ra khoi can ho 504. Lic nay la 8 rudi
t0i.”

“Hung thu suyt nita dam phai Sugihara Satoshi ¢ hanh lang ngay khi ra khéi
can ho. Vi khong biét nén Sugihara Satoshi twédng c6 ta cao khodng 1m70. Hanh
dong cai trang bang Giay Bi Mat da thanh cong mi man.”

“Vang. Tiéu thw hiéu r6i chit. Hai nhan chitng Miyashita va Sugihara khong
phai da trong thay hai c6 géi khac nhau. Nho doi Giay Bi Mat dugc chuyén tw
nan nhan sang hung thu ma Miyashita cho rang c6 gai cao 1m50, con Sugihara lai
cho la 1m70. Khong phai ty nhién ma hung thu cao 1én.”

“Ra vay. bung nhv anh noi, hai nguwdi do chi la mot.” Reiko khé reo 1én vi
than phuc. Tat nhién, suy ludn cua Kageyama chi la dya trén gia thuyét rang
Nozaki di Giay Bi Mat. Tuy nhién, nho gia thuyét nay ma 1oi khai ctia hai nhan
chitng tré nén phu hop vdi thi thé khéa than, diéu do cho thdy suy ludn cia anh ta
huwéng vao ding ban chat ctia vu viéc. M6t lan nita, bang nang lwc khac thwong,
Kageyama da giadi duwgc cau do vé vu giét nguwoi 10a thé. Reiko budc long phai
nga mii tredc con mat tinh twong hon nguwdi cia Kageyama. “Thé nén?”

Kageyama chép chép mat nhw thé nghe ti gi la 1am. “Thé nén la sao ha tiéu
thu?”

“Thé nén ai la hung thu sat hai Nozaki? Luan ra dugc dén day chac anh cling
biét hung thu la ai. Néi ra xem nao, dirng gidu nita.”

“Qi thua tiéu thw...” Kageyama cham rdi 1ic dau dé thé hién sy that vong
sau sdc va tiéc nuodi nhin Reiko. “Tiéu thw la diéu tra vién tai Phong Diéu tra so 1,
S& Canh sat Kunitachi. Tiéu thw lam on hay suy nghi mot chit xem nao. Néu
khong, tiéu thu sé bi coi la ‘do thira’ day.”
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“Anh dang ty n6i anh day a!”

Reiko buc minh, lam, lam sao c6 thé dé nguwdi quan gia nay coi thuwong nhw
thé duoc.

“Pugc roi. Toi sé tw nghi, khong can anh phai néi. Bon gian théi. Hung thu
la mot c6 gai cao khodng 1m60. Chi c6 thé la Sawada Eri hodac Mayuzumi Kanae.
Cau trd loi la 1 trong 2 nguwoi do...”

Reiko nham mat chon...

“Tiéu thw ding doan mo nita.” Héa ra Kageyama da biét. “Néu chiu kho suy
ludn, tiéu thu sé biét ngay hung thu la Sawada Eli hay Mayuzumi Kanae.”

Du khong gioi suy luan nhung dén nwéc nay Reiko chi con cach van dung tri
oc. Reiko ngoi xudng sofa, khoanh hai tay, nhiu may gia vo nhu dang cham cha
suy nghi. Cudi cung, vi than tri tué cling dap xudng dau cta Reiko. Phai r6i, mau
chot van la ¢ doi Giay Bi Mat.

“Tém lai, mau chot 1a Nozaki Shinichi dung Giay Bi Mat dé hen ho véi c6
nao. Hai c6 déu gap Nozaki trong mot budi tiéc. Thoi gian hen ho méi chi mot
thang, vé diém nay thi hai c6 déu giong nhau.”

Mat Kageyama khong hé bién sac ma chi té y dong tinh qua anh mat. Reiko
c6 thém ty tin dé suy luan tiép.

“Nhung Savvada Eri da di bién vGi Nozaki. C6 dy da cho t6i xem anh chup
¢ bai bién nén diéu nay la chinh xac. Tuy khong nhin thay chan nhung khong thé
c6 chuyén Nozaki di Giay Bi Mat ra bién dugc. Nghia la Nozaki da thé hién ding
con ngwoi minh trvdc mat Savvada Eli. Suy ra Nozaki chang can di Giay Bi Mat
khi hen ho v6i Sawada Eri. Sawada Eri khong phai la hung tha.”

Sau do, nhw dé khép lai vu viéc, Reiko noi ra tén cta hung thu.

“Hung thu 1a Mayuzumi Kanae. Nozaki tu tang chiéu cao dé hen ho véi con
gai cua ngai nghi si. Anh thay suy luan cuta t6i thé nao?” Reiko e dé quan sat
phén tng ctia Kageyama.

Nhu thé quén sach nhitng cau néi tho 16 ban ndy, ngwdi quan gia mim cudi,
cti gap ngwoi va ha thap giong.

“That xuat sac. Thwa tiéu thw.”
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Cau chuyén thit sau:
Loi nhan tr nguoi chét

1

“... Ké sat hai ba Kodama Kinue chac chan la cau con cd Kazuo. Bat dong
quan diém trong viéc diéu hanh cong ty giita Kazuo va ba Kinue da dan dén két
cuc ngay hom nay. Phai khong c6 Hosho?”

“Nhung ta dau c6 bang chitng. Hon nita Kazuo con cé bang chitng ngoai
pham.”

Mot buoi t6i mua he oi bitc. Thanh tra Kazamatsuri va Hosho Reiko buéce ra
khoi canh cong khong 16, bo lai béng t6i phia sau. Thanh tra Kazamatsuri mac b6
vest trang, phat huy t6i da gu tham my¥ riéng. Canh sat c6 thé mac vay chit ¢ gidi
xa hoi den, chi ké mdi vao nghé méi an mac kiéu d6. Ngugc lai, Reiko chon bd
vest mau xam bong sang trong. B trang phuc danh cho nguoi trudng thanh.

Trwdc cong dinh thy xa hoa ciia ba Kodama Kinue — mét phu nit lam trong
linh vuyce tai chinh. Giita nhitng chiéc xe canh sat do doc hang rao dinh thy, cé
mot chiéc xe sdn xudt tai Anh quc mau bac sang lap lanh dwéi anh trang. Thanh
tra Kazamatsuri hwéng cai nhin triu mén vé phia c6 nhan vién xinh dep va qua
cam, “Cong tac diéu tra gio méi bat dau. BPuwong con dai lam. T6i da thic sudt
dém qua dé gidi quyét mot vu an, hom nay lai chay loanh quanh cd ngay nén
thdm mét roi. T6i nay phai nghi ngoi dé tai tao nang lwgng. Cha, that dung lic!”
Thanh tra Kazamatsuri dat tay 1én canh cwa ghé phu chiéc xe yéu quy. “Co
Hosho, 1én chiéc Jaguar cua t6i di. T6i sé dwa co ve.”

“Thoi khéi!” Reiko déng sap canh ctra vira dwgc md, lanh lung nhin cap trén
qua cdp kinh gong den khong s6. “Khong can dau. T6i sé vé bang taxi.”

Trudc sy cwong quyét cia Reiko, thanh tra Kazamatsuri dya lung vao chiéc
xe, n6i, “Hinh nhw c6 khong thich 1én chiéc Jaguar ctia t6i. Co ghét no dén thé co
a?! Co ghét chiéc Jaguar nay dén thé sao!?”

“Khong, t6i chang ghét gi chiéc Jaguar...”

Pirng bat t6i phai ndi nét vé sau nhé thanh tra. Bi Reiko lwom, thanh tra
Kazamatsuri cé vé hiéu ra sy tinh nén guwong cuwoi dé 1ay lai vé mat nghiém tuc.
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“Pugc roi. C6 ndi vay thi t6i khong ép nita.” Néi xong, thanh tra
Kazamatsuri nhanh chéng chui vao xe, tho mat qua ctra xe, hen gdp c6 nhan vién
ngay mai tai hién treong trwdc khi phong vot di. Chiéc Jaguar chay qua toc do ré
ngoat ¢ goc pho roi mat dang.

“Hy vong anh ta khong bi tom vi chay qua téc do...”

Reiko lo vay vi nghi téi bon phan cua cdp dwédi, nhung du sao doé ciing la
chuyén ctia anh ta. Néu c6 chuyén gi, thé nao anh ta cling dung chitc vy, quyén
lye, tai sén hodc 1a bat ¢t thi gi dé gidi quyét cho ém xudbi. Du gi thi anh ta cling
1a thanh tra tré nhat S&@ Céanh sat Kunitachi, chwa ké con la quy ti ctia ngwoi sang
lap hang Kazamatsuri Motors nita.

“Mac ké anh ta.” Reiko budc trén via heé, 1ay dién thoai di dong bam s6 moi
khi. C6 néi duy nhat mot cau véi dau day bén kia, “T6i xong viéc r6i”, 1 phut 30
gidy sau, mgt chi€c Limousine dén do canh c6 ém ru. Du gi thi Hosho Reiko
cling la diéu tra vién xinh dep, it tudi nhat S Canh sat Kunitachi, chwa ké con la
con gai cta chu tich tap doan Hosho danh tiéng nita.

“Xin 16i dé tiéu thu phai dgi.”

Budc xudng tir ghé lai la mot ngwoi dan 6ng deo kinh gong bac, nhé nhai
trong bo vest cai khuy chéo. Anh ta cui gap than hinh dong dong cao, m@ ctra sau
dé moi Reiko vao xe. Nguoi dan 6ng c6 tén Kageyama nay la 1ai xe kiém quan
gia cua gia dinh Hosho.

“Cam on anh.” Reiko duyén dang gat dau cam on r6i lach minh qua cita xe
dé vao bén trong. “Mét rii cad ngudi!” Reiko thd minh xudng chiéc ghé ém nhw
sofa, thao cdp kinh khong s6 chi dung khi lam viéc dong thoi tha maéi toc dang
budc dang sau ra. Bo6i v6i Reiko, thdi gian hanh phic nhat la Iic dugc roi bo
chiéc mat na cong chirc dé trd lai la mot tiéu thw. Nhung diéu nay khong c6 nghia
la c6 da quén dugc vu an. Reiko ra Iénh cho ngudi quan gia dang cam lai.

“Anh ct¢ cho xe chay loanh quanh di. Téi c6 viéc can suy nghi.”

“Veé thanh tra Kazamatsuri a?”

Uych! Reiko nga khoi chiéc ghé dang ng6i. “Khong! vé vu an!”

“A, vu 4n t6i qua.” Kageyama diéu khién chiéc xe béng thao tac kha thanh
thao. “Mot phu nit 1am trong nganh tai chinh bi danh vao dau dén chét ngay tai
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the phong & nha riéng. Binh luan vién truyén hinh n6i c6 kha nang day la mét vu
trd thu ctia con ng.”

“Thé ha...” Trong lic minh lam viéc thi anh ta xem ti vi co day!

Tw nhién Reiko thdy minh that vo tich sy, chang mudn nghi nggi gi nita. C¢
dé Kageyama nghi ho vay. Tuy khong néi ra nhung gan day, rat nhiéu vu an, ma
khong, phai noi la tat ca cac vu an Reiko gidi quyét duwgce déu la nhd c6 kha nang
ddc biét cia Kageyama. Chi can dugc cung cap thong tin chinh xac, kha nang suy
luan ciing nhw phan tich cta anh ta hon diét mdy tay binh lun vién truyén hinh.

“Nay Kageyama, anh nghe day, t6i khong biét ti vi n6i gi nhung vu nay
khong phdi do con ng trd thu dau. Cé 1€ lién quan dén chuyén ndi bo gia dinh.
Hung thu chac chan la ngudi trong gia dinh Kodama. Nan nhan da dung mau viét
lai tén hung tha trén san nha...”

“L0oi nhan lic hap hoi. Loi nhan gi vay?”

Reiko budng tiéng thd dai trwdc sy to mo cia Kagemaya, “Doc duwgc thi toi
da chang vat va thé nay...”
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2

Kodama Kinue la nit gidm d6c chuyén quyén ctia cong ty Kodama Finance —
mot cong ty cho vay tai chinh dang da an nén lam ra véi th vii khi gom: phuc vu
tan tinh chu ddo; 1ai suat an toan, dam bao; thu ng tan nhan, lanh ling. Ba dugc
phat hién chét trong thuw phong tai nha riéng.

Tin bdo dau tién Reiko nhan dwgc la khoang hon 9 gid t6i qua. Khi do,
Reiko mot tay dang cam dia xién vao phan vang rom cta miéng gan ngong ran
(ché bién theo kiéu Provence), tay kia chuan bi lia dao vao cat. Nho c¢6 tin bao ma
Reiko phai bé ca bita t6i tao nhd, titc téc lao tdi hién treong.

“Troi, toi mudn dn gan ngong qua... Chac chan gan ngong ciling mudn dugc
toi an...”

Ngoi trong chiéc Limousine do Kageyama lai, Reiko than van trong lic an
tam mon com nam mua & ctfa hang tién lgi.

Khi con cach hién treong mot doan, Reiko xudng xe, mét minh di vé phia
hién treong. Viéc Reiko la tiéu thw gia dinh Hosho von 1a thong tin tdi mat, chi it
nguwoi trong S& biét. Do vay, c6 khong thé ngang nhién dén hién trwong véi chiéc
Jaguar mau bac nhu Kageyama.

Tw gia cia ba Kodama Kinue nam trong géc mét khu do thi yén tinh, canh
song Tamagawa & thanh ph6 Kumtachi.

Do la mot ng6i nha ba tang duwgc xay dung trén mét khu dat réng vdi kién
tric mo phéng kiéu tuwong gach. Budc qua canh cita dwgc lam kha cau ky, thw
dap vao mat Reiko dau tién la cai gia dung 6. Chang hiéu sao trong gia lai c6 mot
chiéc 6 va hai cady giy bong chay. Mot cay lam bang g6, mét cdy lam bang kim
loai. Vii khi chéng trom chang?

Reiko da nghi vay khi buéc chan vao ngbi nha. Ngoai hanh lang chat kin cac
diéu tra vién. Reiko di thang t6i thv phong nam & cudi tang 1. Truwdc cira thw
phong, thanh tra Kazamatsuri — nguwoi c6 mat s6ém hon Reiko mot buéc, dién bo
vest trang — dang oai nghiém, a khong, dang vénh véao chi dao cong viéc & hién
treong.

“0, c6 Hosho day 4, c6 dén sdm nhi.” Thanh tra Kazamatsu gio mot tay lén,
vé mit nhw mudn néi: t6i con dén sém hon co. “Co vao xem thi thé di. O trong
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nay.

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri dan Reiko vao thw phong. D6 la mot can phong rong
chtrng sau chiéu, san trdi tham mau be. Gan chinh gitta phong, mot phu ni¥ nam
Up mat xuong san, hai tay gio ngang dau. Chiéc vay lién, vai hoa xem ra qua loe
loet so véi do tudi 52. Pa thé, than hinh lai chang khac gi céi thung phuy. Néu
khong c6 chiéc that lung trang quan ngang minh e rang kho phan biét dugc dau la
vong eo. Mai téc uén xoan dinh bé bét mau chirng té ba ta bi thwong vao dau.

“Co thay ddy, nan nhan chét do bi danh vao gdy. Khong nghi ngd gi nita, day
la mot vu giét nguwoi. Co vé hung khi la mot chiéc ctup dong.”

“M0ot chiéc ctap!?” Reiko khong thay co6 thit giong vay quanh nan nhan.

“Mot chiéc cip dinh mau duwgc tim thdy tai can phong trén tang 2. Chac
chan dé la hung khi. Nhung ching ta sé tim hiéu sau. C6 Hosho, c6 nhan thay
diéu gi khi nhin thi thé nan nhan?”

“Da?” Reiko dat ngon tay 1én gong kinh. “Tay phai cta nan nhan...”

“Hosho, c¢6 dang nhin vao tay phai ctia nan nhan. Chang phai moi ngoén tro
phai ctia nan nhén la dinh mau sao. Con phan tham gan ngon tay thi sao? Chi c6
duy nhat vét mau cho tham doé la trong khong dugc ty nhién. Co biét diéu nay c6
nghia la gi khong?”

“...” Loi nhan luc hap héi phai khong thanh tra?

“Co khong biét thi t6i sé néi cho c6 nghe. Loi nhan Itic hap héi ctia nan nhan
day, c6 Hosho.”

Minh da nghi thé. “Nhung thwa thanh tra, néi cho chinh x4c thi day la...”

“Noi cho chinh xac thi day la ching tich, la tan duw, hay con goi la nhitng gi
da tirng thudc vé cai goi la 10i nhan Idc hap héi.”

Phai r6i. Reiko chang mudn néi thém gi nita.

“Co thay day Hosho. C6 mot chiéc khan dinh mau roi canh thi thé nan nhan.
Ta c6 thé hinh dung trong Iic hdp hoi, nan nhan da déc noét cho sitc lwc con lai dé
viét 101 nhan. Nhung khéng may lai bi hung tha phat hién. Hung tht dung chiéc
khan c6 san trong phong, cha di cha lai 1én 16i nhan dé hong vo hiéu hoéa viéc giai

N »

ma.
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“T6i hiéu roi. Tiéc qua, thanh tra nhi. Nhung ba Kodama Kinue dinh viét tén
cua ai?’

“Néu biét dugc thi da chang vat va thé nay. Loi nhan dé khéng con cé ich
nira.

Reiko nhin xuéng tam tham, bén tai vang vang tiéng thd dai cta thanh tra
Kazamatsuri. Trén tham, chi con sét lai nhitng vét mau vo nghia & cho da tirng c6
tén ai do.

Sau d6 Reiko cung thanh tra Kazamatsuri di 1én tang 2. Dich dén la phong
ngu cta 6ng Kodama Sosuke, chong ba Kinue. Day la phong tim thay chiéc cip
dwgc cho la hung khi. Vira dat chan vao phong, Reiko nhan ra ngay su bat
thwong. Kinh ctra s6 huéng ra san bi vo. Cac manh thay tinh virong vai khap noi.
Thanh tra Kazamatsuri chép miéng, ngé ra ngoai ctra so, “Mot tén trom vung vée
da co6 gang dot nhap vao day.”

Mot chiéc cip nam lan 16c giita dong thady tinh trén san nha. Chiéc ctp chi
dai do 30cm nhung trong cé vé nang. Phan dau c6 tac hinh mét cau thu dang cam
gay.

“Cup vo dich giai bong chay day ma. Phan dé c6 dinh mau DPay ding la
hung khi r6i. Nhung sao hung khi lai nam & day?”

Pem thac mac di hoi nguwdi cé lién quan la nhanh nhat. Cha nhén cta can
phong dugc moi téi.

Ong Kodama Sosuke, 50 tudi. Ong 1a chong thit hai cia ba Kinue. Ong mic
chiéc 4o phong polo mau xanh dwong cung chiéc quan mau nau, mét bo trang
phuc binh thuwong nhung so voi do loe loet cua ba Kinue thi lai thanh qua v gian
di. Xét vé tudi, ba Kinue hon 6ng Sosuke, chwa ké, trong cong ty, ba lam giam
d6c con 6ng la thanh vién hoi dong quan tri. Do vay, hién nhién 6ng Sosuke bi ba
Kinue coi thuwong.

Trwdc 10i dé nghi cta thanh tra hdy lan lwgt trinh bay sy viéc, 6ng Sosuke
bat dau, “Lic dé khoang 9 gid t6i. Xem xong chwong trinh truyén hinh lic 8 gio
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& phong khach, toi di 1én phong minh trén tang 2 dé kiém tra email trén may
tinh.”

Ong Sosuke dang di doc hanh lang tang 2 thi béng mot am thanh 1én doi
thang vao tai.

“Nghia la ba Kinue mat cach d6 chwa lau. Him, viéc nay...” Thanh tra
Kazamatsuri xoay gét chan, quay lung vé phia 6ng Sosuke r6i néi nho véi Reiko.
“Tom lai, gan 9 gio, hung tha dung chiéc cip danh vao dau ba Kodama Kinue,
sau d6 hung tha dirng ttv duwéi san ném hung khi vao can phong nay.”

“Vang.” Nhung sao hung tha phdi lam vay? Reiko thac mac song lai chang
c6 du co s dé phan bac lai y kién cta thanh tra Kazamatsuri. “Trwdc mat, chitng
ta da xac dinh dugc thoi diém gay an.”

“Putng thé.” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri mim cwoi day an y roi quay sang 6ng
Sosuke. “Tién thé cho t6i hoi cau nay, can nha nay trong bé thé qua. Chac han hé
thong an ninh rat tot.”

“Vang, nghé ctia ching t6i 1a thu mua sy cam ghét cia nguoi doi ma.
Chudng bao dong sé kéu ngay khi c6 nguwdi dinh tréo qua cong hodc hang rao.
Kinue da cho lap dat nhw vay. Nhung t6i nay khong hé c6 chuéng bao dong.”

“Thé thi chinh ngwdi trong nha da sat hai ba Kinue r6i.”

“That sao.” Ong Sosuke 1dm bam vd&i giong lo ling.

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri gat gu, sau dé anh cham rai buéc ra khoi phong, tim
ngay mot canh sat tuan tra dang ditng & hanh lang r6i dwa ra ménh lénh vénh véo,
a quén, dua ra ménh 1énh nhanh chéng va chinh xac, “Goi moi nguoi tap trung tai
phong khéach tang 1 cho t6i. T6i sé tryc tiép hoi chuyén.”
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Phong khéch dinh thy Kodama dwgc trang tri béng bo 4o giap kidu Au, nga
voi, hwou nhoéi bong... thé hién gu thim my kém céi cia chi nhan. Moi ngudi
trong gia dinh dang tap trung tai do. Co tit ca bay nguoi.

Nguoi dau tién 1a 6ng Sosuke, chong cua ba Kinue. Tiép theo la ba dia con,
goi la dira chit that ra ca ba déu da 1én. Kazuo con trai ca, Akiko va Goro déu la
con cua ba Kinue véi ngwoi chong trwée, khong chung huyét thong gi véi ong
Sosuke. Ong Sosuke va ba Kinue khong c6 con.

Ngoai ra, dang dip nghi he nén c6 thém em ho ctia ba Kinue la 6ng Kodama
Kenjiro, dén choi cling c¢6 con gai. Ong Kenjiro hién 1a gidm déc chi nhanh viing
Kansai cua céng ty Kodama Finance. C6 con gai Satomi bé nho, gay go hién
dang hoc I6p 7. Nhan vat cudi cung la mot cau thanh nién tén Maeda Toshiyuki
dang song tai gian nha phu cua dinh thy. Cau ta la thw ky kiém tai x€ than tin cta
ba Kinue.

Gidu minh sau canh ctta, thanh tra Kazamatsun quan sét tinh hinh tai phong
khach.

“Nay c6 Hosho. Véan dé nam & bang chitng ngoai pham ltic 9 gio t6i. Nguoi
khong c6 bang chitng ngoai pham tai thoi diém dé sé la nghi can s6 mot... Tuwéng
vay nhung khong phai vay dau.”

“Khong phéi vay nghia la sao!?”

“La ngugc lai. Nguwoi dang nghi la ngudi n6i rang minh c6 bang ching
ngoai pham.”

«... 0.” Khong ngo thanh tra Kazamatsuri ciing nghi dwgc sau xa thé. “Vay
thanh tra cho rang hung tht ném hung khi, t&c chiéc ctip dong vao phong 6ng
Sosuke la dé tao bang chitng ngoai pham.”

“Tat nhién. Néu khong nghi theo hwéng do thi khong thé giai thich dugc
hanh dong cta hung tha.” Tuyén bo xong, thanh tra Kazamatsuri diém nhién tién
vao phong khach, miéng 1am bam, “Vao nghe hung thu thira nhan bang chitng
ngoai pham gia nao.”

Sau do6, thanh tra Kazamatsuri twoi cuwoi bat dau man tham van, “Xin moi
ngwoi hdy cho t6i biét, khoang 9 gio t6i, moi nguwdi dang & dau, lam gi...”

https://thuviensach.vn



Ciling giong nhw nhiéu thanh tra khac, c6 vé nhw viéc thu thap bang chitng
ngoai pham la thu vui cta thanh tra Kazamatsuri.

Nguoi 1én tiéng dau tién 1a 6ng Kodama Sosuke. “Nhuw t6i da noi véi diéu
tra vién. Lic d6 t6i chi c6 mot minh nén khong c6 bang chitng ngoai pham. Cau
Kazuo thi sao?”

Kodama Kazuo, con trai tredng vira duwgc 6ng bé duwgng ngugng ngung goi
bang “cau” la mot thanh nién cao rédo, mdc chiéc 4o so mi ké soc nhd. Téc cau ta
dwgc chai chudt tinh twvom nom chang khéac gi dnh treo ngoai cita hang cat toc.
Tuy con it tudi nhung cau ta da c6 dugc vi tri kha quan trong tai cong ty, diéu nay
chitng t6 tinh cdm mu quang ma ba Kinue danh cho gia dinh. V&i khudon mat
cang thang, Kazuo trd 10i thé nay, “Lic dé tbi cling & trong phong riéng. Pang
doc sach thi d6t nhién t6i nghe thay cé tiéng kinh v&. Vi & mot minh nén t6i
khong c6 bang chitng ngoai pham. Akiko thi sao?”

“Em cling khong c6.” Mot co gai loe loet vGi mai téc dai uén xoan kiéu
xoan oc dap. Do la Akiko, c6 con géi 16n. Co nay dang & nha phu gitp viéc gia
dinh nhwng nhin moéng tay t6 vé thé kia thi c6 1€ co ta chang rira noi cai coc. “Khi
kinh ctta s6 bi ném v&, tdi dang & trong phong choi dién ti trén dién thoai. Con
Goro lam gi lic d6? Chac cting khéng c6 bang chitng ngoai pham ha?”

Bi chi gai noi khay, Goro khé lwom lai. Goro dang la sinh vién nam thir 3 tai
mot treong dai hoc ¢ Tokyo. Cau dé toc dai, nhudm ndu, tai deo khuyén. Thoat
nhin trong cau c6 vé nhéch nhac nhung than hinh lai kha to con, phan canh tay 16
ra dué6i 16p 4o phong rat ran chac.

“T6i cling & trong phong mot minh. T6i dang thiu thiu nga nén chang cé
bang chitng ngoai pham gi dau.”

Tém lai, ba anh em déu & phong riéng. Khoang 9 gid, khi nghe thdy tiéng
kinh v@, ca ba da chay 1én phong ctia 6ng Sosuke. Chuyén chang c6 gi bat thuwong
ca.

Tiép theo 1a dén lugt bs con 6ng Kodama Kenjiro va Satomi. Ong Kenjiro,
em ho ba Kinue, 1a mot nguwdi dan 6ng trung tudi cé than hinh thung phuy giong
hét ba chi. Chiéc 4o so mi trang 6ng dang mac duwong nhuv muon bat tung ca hang
ctc. C6 1€ 1a nguoi mac bérnh d6 mo hoi nén 6ng Kenjiro 1dy khan tay ddp mo
héi trén tran roi tra 161, “Lic do to6i ¢ phong tam. Tam xong, dang mac quan ao
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thi toi nghe thay tiéng kinh v, thé l1a t6i chay vdi 1én tang 2. T6i & phong tam
maot minh nén chang c6 gi goi la bang chitng ngoai pham ca. Con Satomi, ltic do6
con ¢ dau?”

“Chéu & trong phong mo6t minh. Vi thé chau khéng c6 bang chitng ngoai
pham.”

Satomi quay vé phia thanh tra Kazamatsuri, trd 10i ditt khoat, khong c6 vé gi
la s@ sét. Tuy cach néi c6 vé gia dan nhung trén thuyre t€, ¢6 van mac chiéc vay ké
ca 1o cung ao phong in hinh con meo den. Guwong mat dang yéu cua co bé khi
nhin thanh tra Kazamatsuri thodng c6 chit canh giac. Dé hiéu théi. Cac c6 géi
déu c6 linh cadm riéng trong viéc nhan biét nguwoi xau.

Nguoi cudi cung la Maeda Toshiyuki — mot nhan vat dac biét. La thu ky
kiém lai xe nhwng cai dang dirng thang, trang nghiém trong bo vest sam mau cta
anh ta khién ngudi ta lién twdng t6i mot vé si xudt sac hodac mot chi cho trung
thanh. Reiko chgt nghi anh ta hoi gidong véi Kageyama. Maeda Toshiyuki tra 1oi
ngan gon, diung kiéu mot nguwoi kiém 101, “T6i khong c6 bang chitng ngoai pham.
To6i & mot minh trong gara, bdo dudng lai xe.” Giong diéu thanh that nay cling
chang khac gi Kageyama.

Vay la cau tra 10i ctia cac nghi pham déu giong nhau. Khong biét cau tra 1oi
cua ho c6 thoa man dugce thanh tra Kazamatsuri khong. Reiko t0 mo quan sat thai
do cua thanh tra. Anh ta dang ditng quay mat vao twong, bat chap sy c6 mat cia
moi nguoi, dung tay cao 16p gidy dan twdng, miéng than van, “... Tai sao, tai sao
khong ai dwa ra bang chitng ngoai pham gi hét... May ngudi cé bi sao khong day,
nhin tinh hinh di, dwa ra bang chitng ngoai pham di chi...”

“Thanh tra lam gi vay! Day la nha nguwoi ta! Cac nghi can dang c6 madt ¢ day
day!” Reiko v4i vang can ngan thanh tra Kazamatsuri. “Chwa gi thanh tra da that
vong ro6i. Tat cd khéng c6 bang chitng ngoai pham nghia la tat ca déu dang ngo...
diung khong?”

“Pung thé, tat ca déu dang ngo, vay thi phai diéu tra lam sao.”

Trwdc giong diéu chan nan hiém thdy & thanh tra Kazamatsuri, Akiko 1én
tiéng phan bac, “Khoan da, anh diéu tra vién. Birng voi két luan rang tat ca déu
dang ngo. Boi c6 mot nguoi dang ngo ranh ranh kia. Phai khong Goro!”

“Phai r6i, hinh nhw ¢6 ngudi tuyén bo sé giét me.”
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Reiko va Kazamatsuri quay sang nhin nhau. Akiko dang néi t6i vu 16n xon
xdy ra trong bita an toi.

Vu 16n x6n bat nguon tir viéc ba Kinue phan nan véi Kazuo vé tinh hinh
kinh doanh cta cong ty. Ba Kinue xién dia vao miéng thit lon tdm bot cé rudi
nuwdc cot thit, ndi, “Chuyén thu ng gan day cé vé bi budng 1éng.” Trong gia dinh
nay, ba Kinue 1a nguwdi nim quyén t6i cao nén 15i néi cta ba 1a tuyét d6i. Ay thé
ma Kazuo — lic nay dang cam trén tay bat xup tritng da cai lai, “Chung ta gan
cham dén nguwdng pham phap r6i.” Thé la ba Kinue n6i con tam banh, ba quat
Kazuo vGi cdi mom day & mén cad moi nau theo kiéu carpaccio. “May thay khong
vira long cai gi ha?” Khong chiu thua, Kazuo can mot miéng tom tam bdt va néi
ra ciu xwa nay van bi coi la pham hiy, “Ching ta khong thé v6 cam nhu thé
dugc.” Cau néi nay dwong nhién khién ba Kinue boc hda, ba xién dia vao miéng
tom tam bot Kazuo an dé, quat, “May nghi may c6 dugc miéng an nay la nho
ai?” Tiép theo do6 la man chwi raa lién hoi gitta ba Kinue va Kazuo, dia, dia, thit
lgn tam bot, tom tam bot c bay véo veo trong khong trung.

“... Cudi cung me t6i bdo, ‘May ma con nhac téi tit vO cam la tao giét day’.
Anbh t6i cling hét 1én, ‘Chinh t6i sé giét ba’.”

Cai nhau xong, hai nguwdi roi khoi ban an, miéng van khéng ngirng churi raa.
Nghe néi, thit lon tam bot, tom tam bot, c4 moi nau theo kiéu carpaccio roi rét
quanh ban an sau dé dwgc nhitng nguwdi con lai xoi ngon lanh (khong biét 1a that
hay dua).

“Ra vay...” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri khé rén 1én r6i quay sang xac nhan vai
Kazuo, “Cé ding anh da n6i sé giét me khong?”

“Vang, diang la t6i n6i vay. Nhung t6i khong c6 y dé. Do chi la 16i dap tra
lai me toi thoi. Tai me t6i noi trde. Sao toi c6 thé giét me t6i chit.”

“Viéc do6 thi t6i khong biét. Biét dau anh da hanh dong nhu 16i tuyén bo.
Néu ba Kinue chét, chang phai mot phan tai san to 16n nay sé chay vao tdi anh

»

Sao.

“Néu vi tai san thi hai dita em t6i ciling du diéu kién twong ty ddy. Véi lai,
anh ciing trong thay hung khi r6i. D6 la cip vo dich ctia Goro ngay xwa.”

“V@ van! Cai ctip d6 van dugce bay & thw phong, hung thua tinh co vé 1ay no
lam hung khi th6i. Néu la hung thd, khong doi nao em lai dung d6 ky niém cta
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minh lam hung khi dau!”

“Biét dau may muon moi nguwdi nghi thé.”

Loi chi trich cta Akiko khién con tic gian cia Goro chuyén sang ngudoi chi
gai, “Dtrng c6 gia bo! Chinh chi da dung céi ctip d6 dé bay em diing khong?”

“May dua a. Viéc gi tao phai mat cong nhw thé?” Trwdc cau hoi ctia Akiko,
ngwoi anh Kazuo dwa ra 10i giai thich hgp ly, “Néu giét me r6i do toi cho Goto,
phan tai sdn cta Akiko sé tang 1én chit sao.”

“A, ra thé!” Khong biét c¢6 phai tw duy chdm chap khong ma gi®d' Akiko méi
hiéu rd van dé. “Nhung khong phai em. Em hiéu roi, 1a 6ng Sosuke. Ong Sosuke
la nguwdi duwge hudng nhiéu tai san nhat.”

“O kia, Akiko.” Ong Sosuke vdi va xua hai tay, “Chau dirng néi lung tung.
Lam sao chu cé thé giét vg minh dugc. Chud yéu ba ay nén lay ba ay. Chu khong
hé quan tam dén tai san...”

“Néi doi!”

“Yéu duong gi!”

“Ong chi quan tam dén tai san thoi!”

Ba anh em von bat hoa bong dung lai cing chung nhip thd. Ngwoi bé dugng
dang thwong bi don vao chan twong. Trong gia dinh Kodama, sy ton tai ctia 6ng
Sosuke chang khac gi dong bao phé liéu.

“Ra vay. T6i hiéu duwgc tinh hinh r6i.” Mac du chang hiéu minh da hiéu
dwgc gi nhung thanh tra Kazamatsun c tam thoi gat dau. “Viéc tranh cai xem ai
dang ngo c6 vé nhuw khong cé hoi két. Vay ching ta hdy thit nghi theo huwéng
ngugc lai. Co ai khang dinh dwgc rang chi minh minh khong phaéi 1a hung thu
khong?”

Tat ca quay sang nhin nhau. Mot nguwdi dan ong gio tay 1én véi vé diet khoat.
D6 la Maeda Toshiyuki.

“T6i chang dugc hudng noi 1 yén néu nhw giét giam doc. Chwa ké t6i sé mat
viéc, mat luon ca chon nwong than. T6i khong thé giét giam doc duge. Xin hay
hiéu cho t6i.”
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T4t ca moi ngwdi cung xi xdo. Y ring ho khong thé chap nhan 15i néi cia
Maeda. Du gi thi Maeda ciling la nguoi phung su ba Kinue bao chia. Bén ngoai
anh ta la day t@ trung thanh cia ba Kinue day nhung ai biét duwgc bén trong anh ta
co6 cam ghét ba Kinue hay khong.

Trudc anh mat lo lang cua moi ngwoi, thanh tra Kazamatsuri can nhac ky
tredc khi dwa ra quyét dinh, “T6i phan do6i. Con nhitng nguwoi khac?”

Maeda hoi chung vai xuong. Tiép theo Maeda, 6ng Kodama Kenjiro — nguoi
im lang suo6t tir ban ndy — bat dau nhiic nhich than hinh bé vé.

“T6i la em ho chi Kinue, lai la giam déc chi nhanh Kansai, t6i cling bi anh
hwéng bdi viéc chi Kinue séng hay chét. Néu bi coi 1a nghi pham thi cling danh
chiu théi. Nhung Satomi thi sao? Anh khong dinh cho rang con géi t6i giét chi
Kinue ddy chi¢. Satomi m&i hoc cap II. N6 chi gap chi Kinue vao dip tét hodc
nghi he nén chang thé ndy sinh y nghi sé giét chi ay dugc. Con gai t6i vo can.
Phai vay khong?”

Khéc véi treong hop cia Maeda, lan nay moi nguwdi déu té y tan thanh. Viéc
giét ba Kinue khong thé do mdt nit sinh cdp II ra tay. D€ cting c6 thém cho bau
khong khi tan thanh, Goro lén tiéng, “Trong vu nay, chi c6 bé Satomi la khong
lién can gi. Phai khong anh diéu tra vién?”

“Sao cau lai nghi thé? Ngay cd mdt nit sinh cap II cling cé thé ném cai cup
dé sat hai ba Kinue chit. Hung khi lam bang dong, kha 1a nang.”

“T6i biét chit, vi do la cup cua t6i. Nhung van dé ndm & trong lwong céi cup.
Nghia 13, tay Satomi manh khanh thé kia thi khong thé nao ném chiéc cip bang
dong do 1én tang 2 dugc.”

~

“Hirm, ra thé.” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri gat dau véi y hoi cam kich. “Thong
thuwong van c6 nhitng c6 gai kém trong khoan ném do6 vat phai khong? Va con gai
ong thudc loai do ha ong Kenjiro?”

“Vang. Anh néi ding. Satomi md&i 13 tudi, so vdi cac ban cung trang li¥a, n6
kha bé nho. N6 hau nhw chwa bao gid choi thé thao, hang ngay chi biét chii mii
vao sach va. Con gai toi la dita nhw vay, anh diéu tra vién a.”

“0, néu vay thi tdi ciing v6 can vdi ly do twong ti. Toi 1 con géi, lai ching
thé ném dwgc nhitng vat nang.”
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“Trwdc Akiko tirng 1a van dong vién ném ta con gi. Bay gio van phéi ném
dugc chie.”

“Chét tiét...” Akiko lam bam phén bac lai cau noéi toc mach cta Kazuo. Héa
ra Kodama Akiko khée hon vé bé ngoai. Reiko nap vao bd nh@ chi tiét nay. Poi
cudc tranh luan tam lang, thanh tra Kazamatsuri nhin moi nguwdi mot lwgt nhw
muon chitng té uy quyeén roi két luan, “T6i budc phai noéi rang, triv Satomi ra thi
sau ngwoi con lai déu c6 dong co, co hoi lan kha nang sat hai ba Kinue. Tét nhién
cudc diéu tra chi mégi bat dau. Khong loai trir kha nang hung tha la ngwoi bén
ngoai. O kia, chau sao thé!?”

Bong nhién Satomi ldo dao bwdc 1én phia triedc nhi mu6n cat ngang 10i cua
Kazamatsuri. Thanh tra va nhitng nguoi khac déu tron mat doi theo tirng buwéc
chan cda c6 bé. Nét mat c6 bé co ram lai vi s¢ hai, déi m6i map may nhw mudn
noi gi d6 ma khong thé thot nén 10i.

Reiko nhan ra mat Satomi trang béch nhw to gidy. Nguy roi!

Nhung da qua mudn.

Kodama Satomi d6 ap xu6ng san nha roi lim di.
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Mai gan sang, budi diéu tra dau tién ctia vu an mdi két thic. Reiko gan nhw
thitc trang dém. Co tranh thu chgp mat trong xe cdnh sat r6i quay trd lai hién
treong vao sang hom sau.

Tt ngay thit hai, s6 diéu tra vién duwoc tang cwong khién bén trong dinh thy
Kodama chat kin diéu tra vién mac thwong phuc va canh sat tuan tra. Ho kiém tra
tw trang, dién thoai, may tinh ctia nan nhan dé thu thap thong tin. Ho luc tim dau
vét hung thu trén gac mai, dudi san veeon, do hoi nhitng nguwdi song xung quanh,
tom lai la danh rat nhiéu thoi gian cho mot cudc diéu tra bai ban.

Trong khi do, thanh tra Kazamatsuri ditng gitta san, nhin dam dam vao ctra
sO tang 2 da bi ném v& kinh.

“Thwa thanh tra, du khong hop véi kiéu diéu tra bai ban nhung cling khong
thé ditng tha than ¢ day dugce. Chung ta van chua tién thém dugce bude nao ké tir
t6i hom qua day.”

“Co Hosho, c6 cht y cach an néi nhé. Bung la t6i khong hop véi kiéu diéu
tra bai ban nhung khong cé nghia la toi dirng tha than.”

“T6i... toi xin 16i!”

“T6i dang suy nghi. Nghi xem la tai sao hung thu lai dung hung khi ném v&
kinh ctta s6 tang 2. R0 rang diéu nay khéng binh thwong. Thwong thi hung tha
khong mudn su viéc bi phat giac sém cling nhi mudn giadu hung khi di. Pang nay
thi ngugc lai. Chac chan hanh déng ctia hung thu phdi cé y nghia gi d6 dac biét.”

Y nghia dic biét, t6i qua thanh tra con néi dén kha ning tao bing ching
ngoai pham cta hung tha. Nhwng chang ai trong s6 cac nghi can cé bang chitng
ngoai pham, do do suy luan ctia thanh tra da tan thanh may khoi.

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri ¢t van veo c6 lién tuc. Anh mit caa thanh tra dung
lai 6 ctra ngay trén ctra so tang 2. Sau tdm rem dang ten thap thoang bong dang co
bé trong trang phuc mau hong.

“Co Hosho, Satomi sang nay thé nao? Co c6 hoi dugc gi khong?”

“Khong, toi chang hai dugc gi...”
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Budi sang, lay ly do hoi tham tinh hinh sitc khoe, Reiko da dén gap Satomi.
Nhung ¢6 hau nhw chang thu thap dwgc gi. Khi Reiko hoi, “Sao tw nhién em lai
ngat?” Co6 bé lac dau bdo, “Em khong biét, em khong nhd.” Reiko hdéi tiép, “Cé
phai em dinh no6i diéu gi khéng?” thi c6 bé lang di, “Pau c6.” Bat dac di, Reiko
phai doa, “Hay em dang che gidu diéu gi?” Dap lai, c6 bé chi im lang. Con gai &
tuoi 13 that kho tri.

“Nhung néi chung sttc khoe ctia ¢6 bé khong c6 van dé gi. Sy viéc toi qua la
do c6 bé bi thiéu mau. Cé thé c6 bé bi cang thang vi vu an hodc khong chiu dung
noi cam giac ham doa toat ra tir nguwdi thanh tra. B&i ngay ca tré con cling khong
wa noi thanh tra.”

“Ra vay, phan tich ding lam. Pung la chi moi tré con la khong wa t6i.”
Thanh tra Kazamatsuri c6 tinh bé cong 10i néi cia Reiko r6i dat tay Ién cam,
“Nhung chi c6 thé thoi v... Bgi da... Phong c6 bé & ngay trén phong ong
Sosuke...”

“Vang. Thé thi sao thwa thanh tra?”

“T6i chgt nghi thé nay. C6 Hosho, co6 da bao gio ném mot chiéc cip bang
dong chwa? O, t6i biét. T4t nhién 1a chwa rdi. Nhw tdi ddy, tuy da nhan ciip hang
chuc Ian con chwa ném bao gio nita 1a.”

“...” Gio nay ma anh ta van con khoe khoang duwgc. Phéi can than véi anh
ta. “Y anh 1a sao?”

“Y toi 13, hung thu trong vu 4n ndy c6 18 cling chua titng ném ctip bao gio.
Néu vay, khong c6 nghia 1a hung tht da ném dwgc trung dich. Hoan toan cé kha
nang chiéc cup bat ngd bi chéch hwéng.”

“Ra vay. Nghia la muc tiéu ctia hung tha khong phai la ctta s6 phong 6ng
Sosuke ma la phong bé Satomi ¢ tang trén. Tuy nhién, do hung tha can khong
chuan nén chiéc ctp da roi vao ctra s6 tang 2. Pung khong thwa thanh tra?”

“U. Khong ngd chiéc ctip lai ning dén vay. Su viéc sé hgp 1y hon néu nghi
theo huéng nay.”

“Nhung thuva thanh tra, ly do hung thi ném cup vao phong c6 bé Satomi la
gi?”
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“O Hosho, c6 dirng néng voi. Toi chi méi dwa ra mot kha ning thoi ma. Tuy
nhién, xét tir nét mat s¢ hai ctia Satomi toi qua ciing nhw viéc dot nhién bi ngat thi
c6 thé co bé biét diéu gi d6 quan trong...”

L& nao co bé chinh la hung thu? Hodc c6 bé biét ai la hung thu? Reiko vira
dinh héi thi “Suyt”, thanh tra Kazamatsuri gio ngon tro ra hiéu gitt im lang.
Kazamatsuri can trong quan sat xung quanh, sau d6 quay veé phia bui cay gan dé,
cat giong dong dac, “Ai ddy? Dirng c6 1én It nita, ra day mau!”

Mot giay im lang. Nguoi chui ra khai bui cay la Maeda Toshiyuki — thu ky
cua ba Kinue.

“... Khong phdi t6i nghe trom dau. Toi chi tinh co di ngang qua thoi. Hay
th 16i cho t6i.”

Kazamatsuri ném cai nhin nghi ngo vé phia Maeda dang cui dau xin 16i,
“Khong sao dau. Tién thé t6i cling dang mudn hoi anh mot viéc.”

“Neéu tra 10i dugc t6i xin tra 10i ngay.”

“Anh 1am thu ky cho ba gidm d6c dwge may ndm roi?... O, méi c6 mot nim
thoi a? Ciling mdi nhi. Nhung chac chan anh nam rd noi tinh trong cong ty hon
ching t6i. Vi thé ma t6i mudn héi anh, sau khi ba giam déc doc tai dé chét di thi
cai ghé giam doc cua Coéng ty Kodama Finance sé thudc vé ai? Co6 phai ong
chong khong?”

“Khong, 6ng ta khong c6 kha nang lam giam déc dau. Tam thoi thi dugc
nhung sau sé phai thay ngwoi khac.”

“Con ba nguoi con? Vi du nhw cau con ca?”

“Theo t6i thay thi kha nang dé la c6. Cau Kazuo ngoan ngoan, lai la ngwoi
c6 dau 6c. Cau cling dugce 1ong moi ngudi. Chi c6 diéu cau Kazuo con tré qua. Va
lai, v&i ban tinh ngoan hién, cau ay khong hiéu hét duwgc chuyén cia cong ty.
Trong mat cau Kazuo, hinh dnh ba gidm doc tan tuy véi cong viéc chi la mot ba
14i bu6n v6 dao ditc va tham tién tho6i.”

“DP6 1a nguyén nhan dan téi vu cai va tai ban an téi qua. Ma c6 ding la cau
Kazuo bdo sé giét ba Kinue khong? Cau ta c6 vé khdng phdi kiéu nguwdi nhw

»

vay.

“O t6i chwra bao gio’ ngdi an clng vdi gia dinh ho...”
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Nguoi the ky kiém lai xe thwong an t6i mot minh tai gian nha phu. Vi
Reiko, viéc Kageyama an @ dau, lic nao chang dang dé c6 quan tam.

“Vay trong twong lai, c6 co hdi nao cho cau con thit — Goto — khong?”
Thanh tra Kazamatsuri héi tiép.

“ft 1am! Lidc tredc ba gidm doc ciing dat nhidu hy vong vao cau Goro.
Nhwng cau Goro bay gig, nhw anh thiy day.”

“Khong giong ngay xwa a?”

“T6i nghe ndi vay. Ho6i cdp III, cau Goro rat ngoan, thanh tich hoc tap ciing
xudt sac. Cau la con at chu bai ctia doi béng chay, dén mitc con lot dwgce vao mat
ctia nhitng nguwdi chuyén san lung cau thu nha nghé co. Nhung ttr khi vao dai hoc
thi hong han. Chang biét c6 phai tai hoi cap III choi qué sitc hay khong ma 1én
dai hoc, cau Goro bi dau vai, khong ném béng dwgc nita. That 1a don chi tir doi
v@i mot cau thda ném béng. Cau danh xin ra khoi doi. Tw dé tré di cau chénh
mang viéc hoc, cudc song cling dan dan tut doc...”

“Ra vay. Mot cau thua trién vong gid da trd thanh mot cau am dang that
vong.”

Trudc kiéu choi chit cta thanh tra Kazamatsuri, Maeda cwdi boi roi, gat dau
dong tinh, “Vang. Cau Goro khong con choi béng chay nita, suot ngay chi mé
madi vGi cac em sinh vién, tennis, golf va luét van. Ba gidm doc lic nao cling than
van vé cau Goro.”

“Ra vay, that dang budn. Héi cap III, t6i cling 1a mot cau tha noi tiéng khap
cad nudc day. Phai roi, dé la gidi khu Tay Tokyo, vong loai thit 3 dé tién tdi tran
chung két mo wéc & san Koshien. T6i la quan at chu bai, ditng trén mo dat ¢ san
Fuchu, d6i dau véi truong thwe nghiém Waseda danh tiéng...”

Tiép theo la bay phit thanh tra Kazamatsuri thao thao bat tuyét vé tran dau
ndy ltta gitta cau thanh nién Kazamatsuri va hang cong bén Waseda, Reiko da
nghe chuyén nay trén nam lan r6i nén chi thdy buon ngu. Khi co tinh lai thi vira
lic thanh tra cling ké xong va chuyén sang cha dé khac.

“Thé con ngudi cudi cung trong s6 ba anh em thi sao?”

“Akiko phdi khong? Noi that 1a kha nang Akiko tr¢ thanh giam doc la bang
khong. Co ay chi quan tam dén xu hwéng thoi trang mdi nhat, tin titc gidi
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showbiz va cic cudc hen Gokon" théi.”

Vé khoan chi trich con gai giam doéc, anh chang nay chang khac gi
Kageyama. Nhung khoan... Reiko chgt nghi t6i mot kha nang, c6 dung ngon tay
day chiéc kinh khong so 1én.

“Anh Maeda nay, liéu c6 kha nang anh sé dwgc ngoi vao ghé giam doc
khong?”

“Toi u!? Khong bao gio. T6i chi la chan thw ky quén cta giam doc thoi.”

“Nhung trong treong hop Akiko két hon véi mot nguwdi dan 6ng tai gioi thi
c6 kha nang anh ta sé ngoi vao ghé giam doc vGi tw cach la con ré caa ba giam
doc chir. Gia st nguwoi dan ong tai giéi do la anh thi sao?”

“T6i két hon véi co Akiko w!?” Maeda lac dau nguay ngudy nhw thé dé la
chuyén khong tuwdng. Anh ta nhin xung quanh r6i ha giong, “Chuyén nay toi chi
noi riéng vai anh chi thoi nhé, néi that 1a may cau am con nha giau hay tiéu thw
con giam doc déu cha ra lam sao. Tuyét doi khong nén dinh dang t&i may nguai
de.”

“Ai bdo anh thé! That phién dién!” Cau dm cta hang Kazamatsuri Motors
hét 1én.

“Ai bao anh thé! That phién dién!” Tiéu thw ctia tdp doan Hosho cling hét

~

len.
“Ha? Sao tw nhién anh chi lai n6i déa 1én thé!?” Maeda tron tron mat ngac
nhién.
“Khong... chila...”
“vang... chila...”

Hai diéu tra vién ap ung roi két thic viéc 1y 10i khai tit Maeda Toshiyuki.
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“Thura tiéu thw, phién dién cho nao co?” Ngoi ¢ ghé lai, Kageyama nghiéng
dau thac mac. “T6i thdy y kién cta anh Maeda hoan toan xac dang day chi...”

“Anh con noi nita la toi moi anh xuéng ¢ song Tamagawa day. Sau dé thi tw
ma di by vé nhé.”

“T6i xin 16i. Vang, anh Maeda n6i thé la phién dién. La t6 y phan biét.”

Kageyama voi vang chan chinh thai d§. Chiéc Limousine do Kageyama cam
lai dang chay trén con duong doc b song Tamagawa, hwéng vé Kawasaki. “Tiéu
thw ké tiép di.” Reiko van dang ké d& cau chuyén.

Cling chi tai ngwoi quan gia thuwong ngay rat ngoan ngoan nay bong nhién to
thai do6 chong doi. Reiko khé thd dai, “T6i ké dén dau roi nhi?”
“Tiéu thw con giam doc déu la d6 bd, cha ra lam sao. Tuyét doi khong

»

nen...
“Anh khéi phai nhac lai! Ma Maeda khong dung tir ‘do b’ nhé.”

Bi Reiko quat, Kageyama khé ho hang va lam bam, “Chét tiét”. Reiko vo
nhw khong nghe thay, tiép tuc cau chuyén. Chiéu nay, vu viéc c6 mot hwdng ré
bat ngo.

“Cau con cd Kazuo da khai v&i thanh tra Kazamatsuri thé nay. ‘T6i qua to6i
gidau, khong ké, nhung téi c6 bang chitng ngoai pham lic 9 gio t6i” Mat thanh tra
Kazamatsuri lic d6 thé nao v...”

Chang khac gi mét c6 dong vién dua ngya quay trung duwgc tdm vé doc dac
sau 30 lan quay trwgt. Thanh tra Kazamatsuri van bao vé quan diém rang trong vu
nay, nguoi c6 bang chitng ngoai pham la nguwoi dang nghi.

Bang chitng ngoai pham cta Kazuo cu thé nhw sau. Lic 9 gio toi qua, khi
kinh ctra s6 phong 6ng Sosuke bi ném v Kazuo dang n6i chuyén dién thoai véi
mot phu nit. Kazuo da ké cho nguwoi phu nit nay vé vu cadi nhau véi ba Kinue
trong hon ntta tiéng dong ho. Pang ndi chuyén thi c6 tiéng kinh v&. Kazuo ngat
dién thoai va chay lén tang 2. Tém lai, nguwdi phu nit d6 da lam ching cho 16i
khai cua Kazuo. Co ta la nguoi Kazuo dang bi mat hen ho, co ta cling da co
chong. D6 1a ly do khién Kazuo c6 vé khong mudn cong khai moi quan hé nay.
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“Tat nhién, t6i va thanh tra Kazamatsuri da gap nguwdoi phu nit dé kiém tra.
Chi ta cong nhan 10i khai cia Kazuo. Theo t6i thi chi ta khong néi déi. Nhung
thanh tra Kazamatsuri nghi d6 chi 1a bang chitng ngoai pham gia do cap tinh nhan
dung lén. Anh nghi thé nao vé chuyén nay?”

“Neéu tiéu thw cho rang 16i khai cia ngwoi phu nit d6 dang tin thi t6i chi con
biét ton trong y kién cua tiéu thw thoi. Bang chitng ngoai pham cia Kazuo ding
1a that roi.”

“Khoan d3, dwgc anh tin twong kiéu do cling phién phitc lam. Kha nang
bang chitng do6 la gia khéng phai 1a khong cé. Trén thuc t€, lic 9 gio t6i qua,
hung tha da ném v& kinh ctra s6 hong loan bao cho gia dinh biét thoi diém xdy ra
an mang. Hanh dong nay c6 vé nhu dé tao bang chitng ngoai pham. Anh ciing
nghi thé phai khong?”

Kageyama khit khit mii, mat van dam dam nhin vé phia trudc.

“?” Reiko chém ngudi 1én. “Anh khit khit cai gi thé!?”

Mot nu cwdi hién lén trén gwong mat tudn td cia Kageyama, anh cat giong
tir ton, “Xin tiéu thw thit 16i. Buon cwoi that, tw nhién toi lai thdy dau & mang
swon.”

Reiko hiéu. Khi Kageyama phat ngon nhitng cau vira lich sy vira v6 1é chinh
la Iic nhitng suy doan trong dau anh ta trd nén dang tin cdy. Sau nhiéu lan hing
chiu kiéu n6i nay tir Kageyama, Reiko da ngo ra. Ng0 ra, nhung ma...

“Buon cudi cai gi! Anh néi ra xem nao!”

Reiko khong thé khéng ndi cau. Gigng Reiko run 1én vi ttc, trong khi do,
nguwoi quan gia van diém nhién nhw khong.

“Tiéu thw va thanh tra Kazamatsuri quan tdm nhiéu dén bang chitng ngoai
pham qua. Diéu nay that khong binh thwong. Néu khong mudén néi 1a bi sai
hwéng.”

“Sai thé nao! Anh ndi di!”

“Néu tiéu thw muon thi t6i chiéu...” Kageyama lé phép dap roi bat dau giai
thich. “Tai sao hung thu lai dung hung khi, tttc chiéc cup dong dé ném v& ctra s6
tang 2 vao 9 gio téi qua? Pay chinh la diém mau chot caa vu an. Thanh tra
Kazamatsuri cling biét vay. Nhung thanh tra Kazamatsuri da hiéu sai. Theo cach
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hiéu cta thanh tra thi hanh dong nay cua hung thti nham tao ra tiéng dong l6n.
Phai khong tiéu thu?”

“Pung thé. Thanh tra Kazamatsuri nghi do6 la cach hung thu tao bang chirng
ngoai pham.”

“Nhung néu day la cach hung thua tao bang chitng ngoai pham nhw thanh tra
nghi thi lai c6 mot cau hoi 16n trong hanh dong nay. Tai sao hung thta phdi ném
lén tan tang 2. Tai sao khong phai la tang 1?”

“O!1” Reiko c6 cam giac nhw da nhin thdy anh sdng cudi dwong ham. “Phai
ddy. Néu muon tao tiéng dong thi chi can ném vao ctra s6 tang 1. Pon gidn hon
nhiéu. Thé ma hung tht lai ném 1én tan tang 2. Nghia la sao? Muc dich ctia hung
tha khong phai dé tao tiéng dong a?”

“Vang. Muc dich that sy ctia hung tht khong phai dé tao tiéng dong. Vay
hanh dong ‘ném hung khi 1én ctta S6 tang 2’ con y nghia nao khac?”

“T6i chang thdy c6 y nghia nao khac ca.”

“Khong dau thwa tiéu thw. Chac chan canh sat dang nghi theo huéng nay.
Sau khi dung chiéc ctip danh chét ba Kinue, hung thti chay ra ngoai san, ném
hung khi 1én tang 2 réi quay lai, than nhién nhdp cudc véi moi ngudi trong gia
dinh. Chang phéi hinh dung vé vu an nay hoan toan duwgc dung 1én tw sy viéc
hung khi dwgc ném 1én tang 2 hay sao.”

“Thi dung la thé, nhung sao?”

“Tw day, ta c6 dugc mot chan dung vé hung thu. Néi cach khac, hung thu la
nguoi cé thé ném dwgc vat nang la chiéc cip dong 1én tan cira so tang 2. Phai vay
khong?”

“Chwa dén mitc duwgc goi la chan dung nhuwng dwong nhién cé thé suy ra nhw
Vay.”

“Nguoc lai, nguwoi khong c6 kha nang ném cao khong phai la nghi pham.
Phai khong?”

“Phai... Nay Kageyama, anh muén néi gi?”

Bat giac, Reiko hoi chém vé phia trieéc, Kageyama van tiép tuc bang giong
tlr ton.
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“Nguoi khong cé kha nang ném khong phai la hung tha. Hung thu la nguoi
c6 thé ném dugce do vat. Pé giip canh sat cé dugc chan dung cta hung tha, hung
thta da c6 tinh ném v& ctta s6 tang 2. Pay la suy luan cta to6i. Nguwoc lai, ngudi
khong khop voi chan dung nay, tirc la nguwoi khong c6 kha nang ném chinh la
hung tha.”

“Pgi di. Y anh 1a Satomi? Dung 1a cd bé d6 khong c6 kha ning ném hung
khi Ién tang 2. Chinh vi ly do nay ma t6i qua c6 bé duwgc loai ra khéi danh sach
nghi can. Nhung anh dang dua phai khong?! Co bé do khong thé giét ba Kinue
duoc.”

“Vang, tiéu thw néi dirtng. Chuyén do la khong thé.” Kageyama tuyén bo.
“Bdi trong vu an nay, Satomi la ngudi it bi nghi ngd nhat, xét ca vé thé lyc, tam
ly lan dong co. Gia st co bé 1a hung thu thi c6 bé cling khong can phai lam tro v&
van la ném v kinh ctra s6 tang 2. Vi lam gi c6 ai nghi ngo c6 bé dau.”

Reiko thd phao nhe nhom trwdc 10i gidi thich hop tinh hgp ly cta
Kageyama.

“Vay khong phai la co bé. Nhung chuyén nay la sao? Ngoai Satomi, lam gi
con ai khong c6 kha nang ném do vat? Nhitng nguwoi con lai déu la dan Ong,
Akiko, tuy la n& nhung rat khée...”

“Khong dau, van c6 mot nguwoi khong cé kha nang ném do vat.”

“Ai? Ai co? Ai la nguoi khong cé kha nang ném do vat, ngoai Satomi ra?”

Bang giong noéi tram dm, Kageyama ndi ra mot cai tén nam ngoai dy doan,
“Kodama Goro.”

“Goro!?” Cau con trai dang that vong tai deo khuyén, toc nhudm vang. “Sao
Goro lai la nguwdi khong c6 kha nang ném do vat?”

“Tiéu thv quén roi sao. Trong 10i khai cia Maeda Toshiyuki c6 doan nay.
Goro trdc kia la con at chu bai, titng dugc gidgi chuyén nghiép nham tdi héi hoc
trung hoc, tuy nhién sau do cau ta bi dau vai nén khong ném bong dugc nita.”

“Ha!?” Reiko khong con tin vao tai minh nita. Anh chang Kageyama dau 6c
thong minh sang lang, chwa bao gid so sdy lai phat biéu mot cau nghiép dw dén
vay sao. “Kageyama, anh n6i that day chi?

“Tat nhién. Tiéu thw trong mat t6i nhw dang dua a?”
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Ng6i & ghé sau, tuy khong thé nhin rd mat cia Kageyama nhung Reiko thay
giong anh ta rat nghiém ttc.

“Kageyama nay, cach day kha 1au, khi t6i hoi tai sao anh tré thanh quan gia,
anh da trd 16i thé nay. ‘That ra t6i mudn trd thanh tham t hodc cau tha bong chay
chuyén nghiép’. Anh da néi doi phdi khéng. That long tdi c twdng anh am hiéu
vé bong chay lam.”

“T6i khong néi déi, thwa tiéu thw. Khoan noéi téi cong viéc quan gia, riéng vé
kha nang suy doan ciling nhu kién thitc béng chay, tdi cé du ty tin.”

(13

...” Anh c¥ ty tin vao cong viéc chinh cia minh di da. “Vay anh ciling hiéu.
Pruing la cdu Goro bi dau vai. Nhung diéu d6 khong cé nghia la cdu ta mat kha
nang ném. Trén thue té, sau khi nghi choi béng chay, cau ta van choi tennis va
golf nhu binh thuong. Ném chiéc cup la viéc rat don gian.”

“Tiéu thw n6i ding. Cau n6i ‘Con at chu bai ctia doi béng trudng trung hoc —
Goro — bi dau vai, mat khad nang ném’ c6 y nghia chinh xac la ‘mat kha nang ném
béng vdi toc do 140km/h, mat kha ndng ném bong xody, mat kha nang ném 100
lwgt/tran’. Goro bay gio, tuy khong thé ném ma van cé thé ném, tuy cé thé ném
nhung lai khong thé ném.”

“... Co thé... ma khong thé...”

Reiko con chwa hiéu dwgc cau noéi vong vo ctia Kageyama thi anh ta lai tiép
tuc.

“Nhung thua tiéu thw, dén day lai ndy sinh mot van dé 16n. Mot co bé 13
tudi, co it kién thitc vé thé thao liéu da hiéu ding ban chat cia sy viéc chwa?”

Chiéc Limousine w6t nhe trong dém to6i. Reiko cham chu lang nghe 1oi
Kageyama vong lai tir gh€ 1ai.

“Bong chay khong phéi 1a mot mon dé hiéu. Trong tat ca cac mon thé thao
trén thé gidi, khong c6 mon nao bi hiém va phitc tap nhw bong chay. Tiéu thw am
hiéu bong chay da danh, song ciing c6 khong it cac c6 gai hoan toan mu tit vé
mon nay. Cé thé Satomi nam trong s6 d6. Néu Satomi nghe ai dé noéi rang, tredc
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Goro la cau thu ném béng, nhung sau bi dau vai nén mat kha nang ném, chuwa
chac co6 bé da hiéu ding. Chang c6 gi la néu co6 bé chi hiéu nghia den cua cau
noi.”

“Nghia den... 1a Goro bi dau vai, méit kha ning ném do vat. ft nhét thi
Satomi da hiéu nhu thé.”

“Vang. Hay gia st Satomi la ngudi dau tién phat hién ra vu sat hai ba Kinue.
Satomi biét hung thu sat hai ba Kinue la Goro.”

“Tai sao!? Sao Satomi lai biét? Co bé trong thay hung tha a?”

“Khong, khong can trong thdy cling biét. Bdi canh thi thé nan nhan cé chit
‘Goro’ dugc viét bang mau.”

“A! Loi nhin lic hdp héi!” Satomi dd doc dwoc 161 nhdn ma Reiko va thanh
tra Kazamatsuri khong doc dugc. “Nghia la sao? Chinh Satomi la ngwoi xoa 10i
nhan d6?”

“Vang. Nhiéu kha nang Satomi tham thwong trdm nhé ngwoi anh ho Goro.
Thuong thi ¢6 nao cang ngoan thi cang dé phai long nhitng anh chang hu hong.
Khong c6 gi la la. Satomi biét viéc lam ctia Goro nén quyét dinh bao vé Goro.
Pau tién, c6 bé dung khan bong dé xéa dong chitr ‘Goro’ ¢ hién trweong. Nhung
cam thay lam vay chwa du, c6 bé dem chiéc ctip canh xac nan nhan ra khéi hién
truong. Muc dich 1a dé ném 1én ctra s6 tang 2.”

“Lam vay dé loai Goro — nguoi khong c6 kha nang ném do vat — ra khai
vong nghi pham. C6 bé da nghi vay.”

Mot ly luan sai 1am xudt phat ti* m6t nhan thitc sai 1am, nhwng vGi co bé thi
viéc nay la hgp ly.

“Nhung khoan da. Lam thé nao Satomi c6 thé ném dwgc chiéc cip 1én ctra
sO tang 2? RO rang cb bé rat yéu, khong thé ném chiéc cip 1én cira s6 tang 2
duoc.”

“Tiéu thw nghi cho ky di. Viéc chiéc cip dugce ném 1én civa so tang 2 chi la
san pham cua tri twéng twgng. Kinh ctra s6 vd, hung khi nam lan 16c ciling la suy
doan tr vu giét ngudi xdy ra ¢ tang 1. Co ai tan mat chirng kién dau.”

“Nghia 1a d6 khong phai sy that?”
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“Vang. Sy that 1a hung khi dugc ném tir cira s6 tang 3 xudng cira so tang 2.
Xét tir viec phong ctia Satomi & ngay trén phong 6ng Sosuke thi viéc nay la chinh
xac. Co6 nhiéu cach dé ném. Chang han, lu6n mét sgi day qua 16 tron ¢ dau chiéc
ctp, chd ¢6 hinh cau tha dang ném bong — mot bo phan kha ly twdng — r6i tha ti
clra sO tang 3 xudng. Sau d6 lac qua lac lai dé chiéc cip dap vao ctra s6 tang 2.
Khi kinh ctta s6 v@, chiéc ctip sé roi vao phong ctia 6ng Sosuke. Tiép theo chi can
thu cai day vé. Cach nay dén tré con ciing nghi ra duwgc, chang can dung dén strc.
Co6 thé con c6 cach khac nita nhung diéu do khong quan trong. Chi can lam sao
dé moi nguwdi nghi rang hung khi duwgc ném tir dwdi san 1én. Satomi da hanh dong
va thanh céng. Nhung khi cudc diéu tra bat dau...”

“Goro khong thoat dugc khoi vong nghi pham. Di nhién r6i. Goro hoan toan
la ngwoi c6 thé ném dwgc hung khi.”

“Vang. Rot cudc thi viéc Satomi lam chi gitip cho chinh c6 bé thoat khai
vong nghi pham. N6 luwc bdo vé Goro da tan thanh may khéi. Chac chan c6 bé
khong thé 1y giai n6i phan &ng ctia nhitng nguwoi xung quanh. Khi diéu tra vién
lay 101 khai & phong khach, c6 bé da nghi thé nay. Tai sao Goro 14y ly do ‘khéng
c6 kha nang ném do vat’ dé chitng minh sy v6 tdi ctia Satomi ma khong ldy do
lam ly do dé bién ho cho ban than. Tai sao nhitng nguoi khac khong ai dd dong
t@i chuyén Goro bi dau vai. Khong ai n6i, vdy minh néi c6 duwgc khong? Lam thé
c6 bat thuwong khong? Co bé rat hoang mang. Pitng ltic do, thanh wa Kazamatsuri
quyét dinh két thic viéc 14y 10i khai. Khong thé chiu dung thém dwgc nita,
Satomi ditng day dinh néi gi d6 dé chitng minh Goro vo0 t6i...”

“Do qua cang thang va hoang mang, c6 bé ngat di ma chwa kip noi gi.”
“Vang. Toi cho la vay.”

Reiko khé rén Ién trong lic nghe Kageyama néi. Hanh dong ném hung khi
1én tang 2 twdng nhu khong giai thich néi. Vay ma théng qua viéc xét tGi y nghia
cta hanh dong, Kageyama da phat hién ra. Sy nham lan ctia Satomi, tham chi con
chi ra dugc ca noi dung 1oi nhan da bi x6a. Tat nhién chang cé gi chitng to suy
ludn ctia Kageyama la chinh xac. Du sao, rat nhiéu cau dé da dugc lam sang to
qua 101 gidi thich cta anh ta.

“Tha pham la Kodama Goro. Con Satomi la dong pham.”
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“Tam thoi ¢ coi nhw vay.” Kageyama khoén khéo trad 10i. “Chac tiéu thw
cling biét. Trén doi nay, khéng gi thiéu tin cdy nhw birc anh ma hay 16i nhan lic
hap hoéi. D6 la thit bat ci¢ ai cling lam ra dugc.”

“Anh bao sao!” Qua dbi ngac nhién, Reiko hét 1én. “Y anh néi anh ma 1a do
gia?!”

“Kia tiéu thu!” Kageyama dang hang. “Hoéa ra tiéu thw ngac nhién vé bitc
anh ma a?”

“A, t6i n6i nham.” Reiko voi vang stta lai. “Theo anh, 15i nhén lic hap héi Ia
gia. Tc la khong han Goro la hung thd. Vay hung thu 1a ai? La ai?”

“Cha. Trong dau to6i dang hién ra mot cdi tén khac. Nhung vao nha toi sé ké
tiép.”

Kageyama tam nging cau chuyén ciing la ldc tredc mat anh hién ra cong
ngdi nha quen thudc. Ban ndy, chiéc Limousine con dang xudi theo song
Tamagawa, chang biét ttr ltic nao da chuyén huéng, quay vé Kunitachi.
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6
Hosho Reiko da quay trd lai dinh thy. Vai gio dong ho sau...

Pém khuya tinh mich, c6 tiéng chuong tir xa vong t&i bao hiéu da sang nira
dém. Nam trén giwvong, Reiko lang nghe am thanh huyén bi nhw thé vong dén tir
mot thoi dai khac. C6 c mién man nghi vé nhitng suy luan ban ndy cta
Kageyama. L&i nhan Itac hap héi chi ra rang hung thu 1a Kodama Goro. Nhung
trong dau Kageyama lai hién ra mot céi tén khac. Song Kageyama da khong noi
ra cdi tén dé. Vi Kageyama, chitng nao chwa chac chan thi chwa dwgce phép noi
ra tén hung thu. That la mot dirc tinh dang quy ¢ mot tham t& nghiép dw, con
minh, trong mot vu gan day, chi vi mét ly do rat mo ho da voi va két luan ngay
nguwoi nay la hung tha. Thé day, 6, minh lai néi qué 1én r6i... 6i chao, buén ngu
qua... tai dém qua minh gan nhw thitc trang ma, buon ngua chit cling chang sao...

Khong cudng noi con budn ngt, Reiko thiép di thi... Cheng! Tiéng hai vat
bang kim loai va vao nhau. Bi kéo ra khdi gidc ngu, trong trang thai ntta tinh nita
mo, Reiko hé mot bén mat thi thady ngay trwedc mat la mét cay gay sat. Nguwoi cam
gay la Kageyama.

“Tiéu thu! Gio khong phai lic ngu gat! Dang doan cao trao day!”

“Ha!?” Reiko m& to mat va choang vang trudc canh twgng tredc mat. “...
Cai gi!?”

Duwdi anh trang roi qua ctra so, Reiko nhin thdy mot bong den trum kin mat
dang dirng doi dién véi Kageyama.

Bong den da dung mot th giong nhu thanh kiém dam Reiko trong lic co
dang ngu, rat may Kageyama kip d& bang cdy gay sat. LuGi kiém cua ké dich
SUot qua cay gay sat, tao nén thit am thanh chét chda vang vong trong dém.

“Oi 6i!” Reiko luong cudng lin khoi giwong, bo dén chd Kageyama, chi khi
ndp dugc sau lung Kageyama, Reiko m6i dam ding 1én. Cha, gi nhi, trong
treong hgp nay phai noéi mét cau cho xirng tam tiéu thw mdéi duwgc... nhung thoi,
dén nuwdc nay thi mac ké. Reiko hét 1én.

“Nha nguoi sap bay roi! Ta biét thira viéc ngwoi lam! Hay bo cudc va dau
hang di!”
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H4a, minh la canh sat trong phim truyén hinh a!? Reiko dang ty xau ho vdi
ban than thi mot giong dan 6ng tram am vang lén.

“Chét tiét! Thé 1a sao!”
“La sao a, la thé nay...”

Chuyeén la, day la dinh thy nhuwng khong phai dinh thw Hosho ma la dinh thy
Kodama. Moi nguwoi dang c6 mat tai phong ctia Satomi trén tang 3. Tai sao Reiko
lai ngu trén giwong cta Satomi uw? Viéc nay bat nguon tir suy dodn cua
Kageyama. Suy doan ctia Kageyama nhu sau:

Hung tha khéng danh gia cao viéc c6 ké dong pham ty y x6a 16i nhan trén
thdm cling nhv ty y di chuyén hung khi. Ngwoc lai, hung thu cho rang day la
diém chang lanh. Néu c6 6c quan sat, nhiéu kha nang hung tht sé doan dwoc ké
dong pham kia chinh la c6 bé Satomi sau chuyén xay ra véi c6 bé & buodi lay 10i
khai. Do d6, dém nay Satomi c6 thé gap nguy hiém. Pay la nguy co nhung ciing
1a co hoi tot dé vach mat hung thu.

Reiko chuyén Satomi sang mot phong khac, tw minh déng vai Satomi r6i 1én
givong nam, nhwng do thiéu ngu, c6 thiép di Iic nao khong hay... “Ta khong viéc
gi phai trinh bay véi nguoi!”

Reiko b6 qua phan giadi thich dai dong, ra lénh cho nguwdi quan gia,
“Kageyama, mau xt ly tén nay di!”

“Vang!” Kageyama dap roi cham rai thoc tay phai vao tdi do vest.

“Nay, Kageyama!” Anh ta dinh rtt sing ra chang? Néu lam vay, anh ta ciing
sé bi bat giong nhw hung thi. Reiko c6 la canh sat di nita thi cling khong thé bung
bit dugc viéc tang trit vii khi trai phép. “Khong sao dau Kageyama! T6i sé nho bo
toi bung bit gitp!”

“Tiéu thu dang néi gi ddy?” Mat Kageyama van than nhién nhw khong, anh
rat ra mot thit giong cay gay roi vung 1én. Lap tic cay gdy dai chirng 20cm dai ra
gap ba lan. Héa ra la mét cai dui cui. “Tiéu thw hay dung né dé ty ve.”

Reiko don cai dui cui, noéi 10i cdm on, khong quén nhiu may thac mac, “Sao
anh lai cé thit nay?”

“V1 toi la quan gia.” Mat Kageyama than nhién. Tuy day khong phai la cau
tra 101 thich hgp nhung Reiko khong haoi thém nita.
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Reiko cam dui cui bang tay phdi, Kageyama cam cay gay kim loai bang ca
hai tay, hai nguwdi ding déi dién v6i hung tha bit mat trong béng tdi. Reiko thay
thi? hung théi cAm tréng quen quen. D6 chinh 1a cay kiém giit & bd giap kiéu Au
trng bay trong phong khach. Reiko thi tham vGi Kageyama.

“Hai choi mét. Pa thé, thit han cam chi la m6 hinh. Ching ta chiém wu thé la
cai chac roi.”
“Puoc vay thi tét...”

Bong tén bit mat xoay nguwoi nhi muia. Tiéng kim loai lai vang 1én, gay sat
cta Kageyama va cay kiém cua tén bit mat cham vao nhau lam ban ra nhitng tia
lra dién trong dém t6i. Kageyama dung hét sitc xién cay gay sat vé phia doi tha,
han lui lai dé né. Kageyama xoa xoa dau cay gay, cham rai lac dau.

“Tiéc qua tiéu thw a, cay kiém d6 khong phai mo hinh dau. N6 cé luwdi rat

»

sac.
“Chét tiét... Ba Kinue trang tri nha ctra bang thit nguy hiém qua!”

Du chiém wu thé vé so0 lwgng nhung phe Reiko chi c6 gdy sat va dui cui.
That bat 1gi so v&i doi thtt dang muia may bang cay kiém that. Trong khi Reiko
lam bam ca than thi tén bit mat nham thang vao co, lao tdi. C6 vé han rat c6 kinh
nghiém hodc da quen véi viéc st dung kiém. La canh sat, Reiko da quen st dung
dui cui nhung ciling phdi c6 hét sitc c6 mdi tranh dwgc ca tdn cong cta doi
phuong. Reiko dung dui cui d& ct danh cua doi thd, mat tranh tha tim kiém
Kageyama. Puing lic c6 can anh ta nhat thi lai chang thdy anh ta dau.
“Kageyama!”

Khong c6 tiéng tra 10i.
Anh chay r6i a, d6 phan bgi. Bugc réi. Du sao anh ta cung chi la mot quan
gia. Anh ta chi hgp vd&i viéc im lang ding roét tra thoi. Anh ta dau c6 hgp véi viéc

bat t6i pham. Bat t0i pham la nhiém vu cia Hosho Reiko — bong hong den ctia
Phong Diéu tra s6 1, S& Canh sat Kunitachi!

Tw nha xong, Reiko nam chat dui cui. D6t nhién, tén bit mat lao téi.

DPung lic d6, mot bong ngwai tir phia givdng lao ra. Nguwoi nay hat cay kiém
ctia déi thu ra réi chen vao giita Reiko va han ta. Héa ra la Kageyama. Tén bit
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mat lui lai phia twong dang sau co thu. Nap sau lwng Kageyama, Reiko héi, “Anh
¢ dau thé ha, toi ¢t twdng anh chay mat roi...” Suyt nita thi Reiko 6a khéc. Co
von la ngudi rat yéu dudi.

“Xin 16i vi dé tiéu thw phai doi! Gio tiéu thw c& dé t6i lo.”

“Lo cai gi ma lo, tén quan gia ngéc nghéch kia! Khong cé hai ngwoi thi
khong dich néi dau.”

“Khong, tredc mat cit dé t6i lo.” Néi vdi Reiko bang giong ngang buwdng
xong, Kageyama cam vao phan giita cay gay, bat dau khiéu khich déi tha. “Nao,
choi mot chgi mot nhw hai ngwoi dan 6ng nao, Maeda Toshiyuki.”

H4, Maeda Toshiyuki!? Qua doi ngac nhién, Reiko 16 ra khoi luwng
Kageyama dé nhin tén bit mat.

Prng la khi bi goi tén, hdn ta c6 hoi giat minh that. Song han ta khong théao
mat na ma chia thanh kiém vé phia Kageyama.

Trong can phong t6i, hai ngwdi dan 6ng van bd dé den dang mat d6i mat.
Mot ngudi cam kiém, mot ngwoi cam gdy. Néu khong ké dén vii khi dang cam
trén tay thi luéng khong khi toa ra tir hai nguwoi c6 gi dé rat giong nhau. Khong
cho doi thém dugc nita, ngudi cam kiém chuyén dong.

“Kiaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa.” Han ta rui 1én roi lao vé phia Kageyama.

Kageyama, tuy khong rd 1én nhung cling nhanh chéng vung cay gay dé do.
Thanh kiém va cdy gay phap vao nhau, tao thanh hinh chit thap ltng lo gitta can
phong. Tiép dén la mot am thanh dit doi. Nhung am thanh lan nay khong chat
chiia ma c6 vé tram hon. Cay gay va thanh kiém van cam vao nhau giita bong t6i,
hai nguwdi dan 6ng ding bat dong. Trwdc mat Reiko la hinh anh cudc déi dau
khong phan thang bai. Nhung r6i Reiko nhan ra nguwdi cam kiém c6 vé bon chon.
Han ta ngo ngudy chirng 2, 3 lan. Va Reiko da nhin thay. Dwéi anh trang, nu cuoi
dic thang hién lén trén gwong mit ciia Kageyama. O gidy tiép theo...

Tén bit mat buong cay kiém, toan bo chay nhu ké thua cudc.

“...?” Reiko chua hiéu vi sao.
“Tigu thu! Giit 14y hung tha!”

Giong noi ctia Kageyama khién Reiko birng tinh. Reiko lao t6i tén bit mdt
dang dinh tau thoat bang 16i ctra ra, dung dui cui dap vao gay han! Han nga nhao
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vé phia tridc, dap ca tran vao ctta. Bi thwong ca vao gdy lan tran, han do ap
xuong san nha, hoan toan bai tran.

“Khong ngo lai nhanh gon vay...” Reiko nhin tén bit mat mat hét y chi roi ra
lénh, “Kageyama, bat den!”

Can phong dang t6i bdng sang birng 1én. Anh mét Reiko chuyén tir hung tha
sang cdy gay Kageyama cam trén tay. Khong phai cay gay kim loai.

“Nghia la sao? Ban ndy anh van cam gdy kim loai co ma... Anh chuyén
sang gay go tr lic nao thé?”

“Luc tiéu thw mai mé chién dau, t6i da thay sang cay gay dy phong. To6i nghi
gay g0 sé hiéu qua hon.”

Kageyama ndm vao chudi cay gay g6, gio dau gay ra trudc mit Reiko. O do,
thanh kiém dang cam chat vao dau cay gay tao thanh hinh chi* thap. Phan luGi
kiém, do qua sac nén khi va cham v@i cay gay go, da cam sau vao phan dau gay.
Pén noi, du c6 thé nao ciing khong rit ra dugc. D6 chinh 1a ly do khién hung thu
dot nhién viit kiém bo chay. Khi hiéu ra sy tinh, Reiko chi con biét tron mat kinh
ngac trudc tai tng pho cua Kageyama.

“Khong thé tin noi. Biét thira doi thu dung kiém that réi ma van con doi sang
kiém go. Phai nguge lai méi ding chi.”

“T6i thit liéu mot phen, khong ngo lai hiéu qua. Ma tiéu thw nay.”

Kageyama nhin xu6ng hung thu dang nam trén san nha. Reiko gat dau, quy
mot chan xudng.

“T6i sé 16t mat na han ta.”

Reiko dat tay 1én chiéc mat na va giat that manh. Sau 16p mat na la gwong
mat cua nguoi thw ky dwoc ba Kinue hét site tin twéng.

“Maeda Toshiyuki, ding la anh r6i. Sao lai thé?”

“T6... toi tra thu cho ngwoi yéu.” Maeda thanh that thd nhan véi giong hon
hén. “Ngudi yéu cna toi da ty sat vi mu dan ba dé... D€ tra thu, t6i da tré thanh
thu ky ctia ba ta. Nguwdi yéu toi ra di vao mua hé ba nam trudc, td6i khong thé nao
quén dugc... toi va co ay dang song cung nhau...”
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“Pgi da.” Reiko chia tay ra, ngat 10i Maeda. “Chuyén dai lam phdai khong?
Vay mai t6i sé nghe ¢ phong héi cung ca thé. Gio mudn roi.”

That long, Reiko khong con hoi sitc dau dé nghe vé vu giét nguai tra thu dé
nira.

Vira lic, c6 tiéng lach cach, ctra phong bat mé, hai canh sat tuan tra tré tuéi ngo
vao, khuon mat day vé sg hai.

«“0, diéu tra vién Hosho.”

“Co chuyeén gi vay...”

Bon ho nghe thay tiéng 6n nén chay lén, nhuwng da qua mudn. Reiko dat tay
l1én hong, khé thé dai. Nhwng ké ra van kip. Reiko won ngurc, ra 1énh cho hai canh
sat tuan tra x& ly not phan viéc con lai.

“Dan ngay tén nay vé S& Canh sat Kunitachi. Toi ctia han truedc hét la chong
trd ngwoi thi hanh cong vu. Co thé han ta chinh la hung tha sat hai ba Kinue. Hai
cau lo gitip nhé... Ay, doi da, khong phai nguoi do... Pay co... Anh ta khong
phai hung thu dau... Anh ta... & phe cda t6i... dirng bat anh ta...”
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7

“Pa ta tiéu thw. Suyt nita thi toi bi giai di.”

Hai ngwoi lai ngoi trén chiéc Limousine. T ghé 1ai xe, Kageyama ci lap di
1dp lai 10i cdm on vGi vé khé chiu. C6 vé anh ta khong hai long v&i viéc minh
gitp bat t6i pham dé ro6i lai suyt bi cong tay. Nhung ciing phai thoi.

“Binh thwong trong anh van c6 gi dé kha nghi nén méi bi nham la hung thu.
Chua ké, tay anh con cam vii khi nita... Du d6 la thi da gitip ich cho ching ta.”

Van vé chiéc dui cui di muon trén tay, Reiko héi Kageyama. “T6i mu6n hoéi
anh cau nay.”

“Tiéu thuw mudn hdi tai sao hung tha la Maeda Toshiyuki ding khong?”

“Khong, t6i mudn hdi tai sao anh lai nghi thé, day thuc sy la cau dé doéi vai
t0i.”
Trudc cau hoi cia Reiko, Kageyama dwa ra 16i gidi cho cau dé cudi cung.

“T6i khong dam chac vé viéc Maeda Toshiyuki la hung tha. Béi 10i nhan &
hién trieong hién nhién la 16i nhdan do ba Kinue dé lai, am chi Kodama Goro la
hung tha. Nhung mat khac, nho 16i nhan do la do sap dat, vay ngudi sap dat 1a ai.
Dbén day, t6i bong thay c6 gi d6 khong binh thwong.”

“Khong binh thuvong?”

“Vang. Nhu t6i da suy doan, ndi dung ctia 16i nhan la ‘Goro’. Nhung tai sao
lai 1a Goro? Sao khong phai la Kazuo? Néu hung thia mudn do t6i cho ngudi khac
thi chang phai do toi cho Kazuo sé hop ly hon Goro hay sao. B&i hom xdy ra an
mang, Kazuo va ba Kinue da cai nhau kich liét trong bita t6i, Kazuo tuyén bo sé
giét me. Lam gi con ai ly twdng hon dé lam ké thé mang nhw thé?”

“Puang vay. Kazuo ly twédng thé r6i ma hung thu con chon Goro. Ly do la
gi?”

“Vang. Nghi dén do, t6i thay c6 hai kha nang. Mot la chinh Kazuo sat hai ba
Kinue.”

“Khong doi nao anh ta lai ty viét ra tén minh. Nhung Kazuo cé bang ching
ngoai pham. Tuy chi la 10i khai cta ké di ngoai tinh nhwng van dang tin cay.”

“Vang. Vi vay, toi nghi t6i mot kha nang khac.”
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“Kha nang khac?”

“Treong hop hung tha khong biét Kazuo tuyén bo sé giét me. Néu khong
biét thi viéc anh ta khong tinh dén chuyén do toi cho Kazuo ciing la hop ly. Vay
nguwoi khong biét dé 1a ai?”

“T6i hiéu roi. La Maeda. Riéng Maeda khong cung an t6i v&i moi ngudi
trong gia dinh. Anh ta an t6i mot minh & gian nha phu nén khong biét vu 16n x6n
xady ra trong bita an.”

Kageyama khé gat dau. Vay la tat ca cau do da tim dugc 10i giadi. Reiko thay
khong can héi thém gi nita. Cé gi chwa rd, ngay mai tw Maeda sé khai ra. Reiko
khong can phai nghi nggi gi thém véi cdi dau mét méi vao lic dém hém khuya
khoat thé nay. Phai roi, da qua nita dém roi...

Reiko thay bung d6i meo, c6 nhd t6i moén gan ngong bi bé dd. Bong ho chi
2 gio sang. Khung gio dé nudi tiéc veé bita toi.

“Kageyama nay,” Reiko nhoai ngudi vé phia treée “Anh c6 doi khong?”

Kageyama chdng hé nhiu may, anh dap vdi giong mia mai vén co6, “T6i
khong do6i. Nhung néu tiéu thw muon, toi sé dwa tiéu thu dén bat ¢t noi dau. Tiéc
la gio nay khong noi nao ban moén gan ngong nita.”

“Phai r6i.” Reiko suy nghi mot gidy roi chgt ndy ra mot cau hoi hay ho,
“Kageyama, anh c6 nha hang ruot nao khong?”

“Toi u?” Kageyama im lang vai giay nhu thé vira bi h6i mot cau bat ngo.

“Cé chi.”

“Ha? C6 ha? O dau, & dau!? Nha hang d6 mé ca dém chit!? Nha hang d6 thé
nao?”

Reiko khong hiéu sao minh lai hdo hitc dén thé. Co t6 mo vi khong twéng
twgng ra dugc canh an uéng hang ngay ctia Kageyama. Vé phan Kageyama, anh
ta cling ty hao quang céao véi giong phan khich khong kém.

“D6 la m6t nha hang noéi tiéng nhung kha kin ddo nam trén dwong
Itsukaichi. V&i nguyén liéu ndi dia cao cap, nwdc cham gia truyén va cong thic
bi mat, ngwdi dau bép hoc tirng hoc nghé ¢ Thuong Hai da tao nén nhitng mén an
hao hang...”
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“Mon Trung Hoa a!”
“Vang.” Kageyama gat gu ty dac. “Moén Trung Hoa thwgng hang.”

“Mi Trung Hoa..!?” Reiko kha bat ngo trudc sy lwva chon ctia Kageyama. Co
nén lai nu cwdi chang biét tir dau c& lan luwgt hién ra, Reiko ngang 1én. C6 lam bo
mat twoi tan xing tam mot tiéu thw, sau dé 1én giong kiéu cach vdi nguwdi quan
gia dang lai xe.

“Nghe c6 vé hay ddy. Dan t6i téi do di.”
“Vang, thua tiéu thw.”
Kageyama kinh can dap roi xoay tay lai, nhan chan ga.

Chi c6 tiéng dong co khe khé trong bong t6i tinh mich cta thanh pho
Kunitachi dang chim trong giac ngu.

Chiéc Limousine chd tiéu the va nguwdi quan gia tién thang tGi biva t6i lic
ntra dem.
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Notes

[=1]

Nhaén vat chinh trong bd truyén tranh vé béng chay néi tiéng Kyoyin no Hoshi (tam dich, Ngb6i

sao cda nhitng ngudi khong 16) cua tac gia Ikki Kajiwara va Noboru Kawasaki.
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Cau lac bo béng chay, thanh 1ap nam 1935.
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[=3]

Dugc cong ty phai cit dén cong ty khac lam viéc trong thoi gian ngan theo théa thuén gitta hai

cong ty.
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[=4]
Nguwoi Nhat tinh dién tich phong truyén thong kiéu Nhat bang s6 chiéu (tatami) dugc dung dé

lat san. Kich c& caa mot chiéu thwong la 910mm x 1820mm.
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Amachi Shigeru (1931-1985), m6t nam dién vién n6i tiéng ctia Nhat.
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Mino Monta (1944~), ngwdi dan chwong trinh truyén hinh néi tiéng caa Nhat, ting dugc ghi
vao sach ky luc Guinness ndm 2008 vi ¢6 thoi lwgng dan chwong trinh truyén hinh trige ti€p nhiéu nhat

trong 1 tuan (ky luc la 22 gio 15 giay).
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T chi nhitng nguwoi ham md nhan vat Sherlock Holmes.
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Barrier-free hay con goi la Universal design la thuat ngi chi khai niém thiét ké danh cho moi

doi twong twr gia, tré, 16n, bé, khde manh, tan tat.
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M0t cdp bac trong sumo.
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[=10]

Hen ho nhém.
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