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Tang Punkie,
nguoi yéu thich mét cau chuyén trinh thdm ding nghia, &n mang, diéu
tra, va nghi ngo do 1én dau hét nguwdi nay dén ngudi khac!
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CHUONG 1
BAC ST SHEPPARD
BEN BAN DIEM TAM

Ba Ferrars qua doi dem ngay 16, rang sang ngay 17 thang Chin. Mot ngay
thit Nam. T6i dugc cr dén hién treong ding tam gio sang thit Sau ngay 17.
Khi 4y da qua mudn, chang thé lam gi dugc nita. Ba dy da mat dugc vai gio.

T6i vé dén nha lic hon chin gio mot chit. Tra khéa mé ctra, t6i ¢6 y nan
lai vai phit ngoai hanh lang, cham rai treo néon va chiéc 4o banh moéng ma
toi da sang suot khoac theo, phong ho cai gia bu6t ctia mot budi sang mua
thu. Tha thyc la tdm trang cua t6i khi ay rat ngoén ngang va bon choén. Lic
ay, toi khong biét may tuan sau do sé xdy ra chuyén gi. Qua thyc t6i khong
hay biét gi. Nhung linh tinh méch bdo t6i rang thoi gian sap téi han sé lam
song gio.

Phong an bén trai t6i vang lén tiéng ly tdch va vao nhau lach cach, xen
vao do6 la giong dang hang kho khoc ctia Caroline, chi gai toi.

“James d6 ha em?” Chi vong ra.

Cau hoi thtra, vi con ai vao day dwgc nita? Thu thuc, chinh vi ba chi
Caroline ma t6i phdi do dy ditng ngoai. Kipling* ké rang phuwong cham séng
ctia ho nha chéon hrong la: “Ra ngoai va tim toi.” Néu Caroline c6 thém mot
cai bom nita thi t6i han sé lién twéng ngay dén mot con chon hwong hung
hang, vé dau ctia phwong cham trén c6 thé lwge bo. Caroline cé kha nang chi
ng6i yén mét cho trong nha ma van nam duwgc ca ta thong tin. Chang hiéu
chi ay lam thé nao. T6i do6 rang chinh nhitng nguoi gitp viéc va giao hang
da giap ba chi cua téi gay dung duwgc Cuc Tinh bdo nay. Néu Caroline c6
buwéc ra khoi nha, thi d6 khong phai dé thu thap thong tin, ma la dé lan
truyén nd. Va trong linh vyc truyén ba nay, Caroline cling chitng té 1a mot
chuyeén gia siéu hang.
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Kipling, tén day du la Rudyard Kipling (1865-1936), la tac gia truyén thiéu
nhi kinh dién Chuyén ritng xanh, trong dé ndi tiéng nhat cé 1€ la cau chuyén
Rikki-Tikki-Tavi vé mot chd chon hwong anh hung cung tén. Kipling duoc
trao giai Nobel Van chuong nam 1907.

Ciing vi tho6i xau trt danh nay cta chi dy nén t6i ¢ ngan nga ngan ngu
chwa vao. Néu t6i c6 hé 16 vGi Caroline bat ky diéu gi vé cai chét ctia ba
Ferrars thi trong vong mot tiéng rudi dong ho téi, ca lang nay cling sé biét,
von la ngudi lam viéc chuyén nghiép, toi di nhién luén c6 gang can than 16i
an tiéng ndi. Vi vay toi da tap cho minh thoéi quen kin mém kin miéng nhat
c6 thé trwdc mat chi gdi minh. Thwong thi dang nao chi dy cling sé nghe
ngoéng dwge nhitng tin tifc nay, nhung du sao t6i van thay tdm can thanh than
vi biét rang dé khong phai do minh.

Chong ctia ba Ferrars md&i mat hon mot nam trudc, va Caroline, chang can
chit co s& nao, luén mot myc ca quyét la do ba v da dau doc 6ng ta.

Chi ay phét 10 khi t6i m6t muc phan bac rang 6ng Ferrars chét do bénh
viém da day cap tinh cong thém théi quen udng rwgu qua da. Puing la triéu
chitng cta bénh viém da day va trung doc thach tin khong khac nhau la may;,
nhung 10i budc t0i ctia Caroline lai can ct vao nhitng 1y do khac.

“Cau chi can nhin ba ay la biét,” t6i nhé c6 lan chi ndi.

Ba Ferrars, tuy khong con tré trung, nhwng van la mét phu nit vé cung
quyén rdi, va phuc trang ba mac du gian di, nhung nhin rat hgp véi dang vé
cdta ba. Dau vay thi van cé rat nhiéu phu ni* mua sam quan ao & Paris, va
khong nhat thiét phai vi thé ma dau doc chong minh.

Khi t6i con dang ditng tan ngan & hanh lang, dau 6c van mién man suy
nghi vé chuyén nay, thi tiéng Caroline lai vong ra mot lan nita, lan nay nghe
the thé hon.

“Cau dang lam cai quai gi & ngoai day thé James? Sao con khong vao ma
an sang di ha?”

“Em vao ngay day, chi yéu quy,” toi voi dap. “Em dang treo ao.”

“Tw ndy tdi gio cau phai treo dugce ca chuc cai 4o roi do chir.”
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Chi dy n6i phai. T6i han da treo dugc ngan ay.

T6i bwdc vao phong an, hon phét ma Caroline nhw thuwong 1€, va ngoi
xuong bén dia tritng va thit xong khoi. Thit da c6 vé hoi ngudi.

“Nguoi ta goi cau som that,” Caroline do xét.

“Vang,” toi dap. “T6i biét thy King’s Paddock. Ba Ferrars.”

“T6i biét,” chi toi noi.

“Lam sao ma chi biét?”

“Annie noi toi hay.”

Annie la nguoi gitip viéc trong nha, t6t tinh, nhung c6 tat nhiéu chuyén.

Im lang mot ldc. T6i tiép tuc an mon tritng va thit xong khoéi. Chiéc miii
thon dai caa chi t6i bat dau phap phong, dau hiéu moéi khi chi hitng tha hay
phan khich vé chuyén gi do.

“Vay l1a?” Chi héi gang.

“Chuyén buén. Chang lam dwoc gi nita. Han ba ay da chét khi dang nga.”

“T6i biét,” chi t6i 13p lai.

Lan nay thi t6i byc.

“Lam sao chi biét dugc,” toi gat. “Em truwdc khi dén noi con khong biét gi,
va dén gio van chua ké vdi ai chuyén nay. Néu con bé Annie d6 ma ciling
biét, thi né han c6 phép tién.”

“Khong phai 1a Annie ké cho t6i. Ma 1a 6ng giao sita. Ong 4y nghe lai tir
dau bép nha Ferrars.”

Nhuw t6i da n6i roi ddy, Caroline khong can phai budc chan ra khoi nha dé
lay tin. Chi ay chi can ngoi tai gia, va tin titc tv mo dén vai chi.

Chi toi tiép tuc, “Ba ay chét vi 1é gi thé? Truy tim a?”

“Ong giao stta néi v6i chi vy sao?” Tdi chdm choc. Cham choc vo hiéu
vGi Caroline. Twdng t6i hoi that, chi nghiem tic dap lai.

“Ong 4y khong biét chuyén nay.”

ROt cudc thi dang nao Caroline ciing sé biét, la sém hay muon théi. Cé 1é
chi ay nghe tr t6i thi cling vay.
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“Ba dy chét do dung thudc an than qua liéu. Gan day ba dy phai uong
thu6c vi mat ngu. Toi qua han da uéng nhiéu qua.”

“Vo ly,” Caroline bat lai. “Ba ay c0 tinh day. T6i chac chan thé!”

La lung thay, do6i khi ta c6 nhitng niém tin tham kin ma ta khéng mudn
thtra nhan, nhwng khi nghe nguwoi khac thot ra, ta lai son son choi bé. Toi
gian dit tuén mot trang: “Chi lai thé nita. Chup mii vd duyén vb cb. Viéc
quai gi ma ba Ferrars lai mudn ty van? Ba ay la qua phu nay, van dang xuan
nay, giau c6 sung tic nay, sitcc khoe tét nay, chi c6 moi viéc tan hwdng cudc
doi. That ngd ngan!”

“Khong hé. Cau phai thdy sac mat ba ay dao nay la thé nao. Sudt sau
thang qua r6i. Trong ba dy c¥ nhw bi ma &m. Ma cdu cling méi thtra nhan la
ba dy bi mat ngu day thoi. ”

“Vay theo chi la vi Ié gi?” T6i lanh nhat hoi. “Tinh duyén trac tré a?”

Chi t6i lac dau.

“Do dan vat,” chi néi giong khodi chi.

“Dan vat 1 ha?”

“Pung thé. Luc trwdc chi noéi véi cau la ba dy dau doc chong ma cau
khong tin. Gio thi t6i c6 thé n6i chac luon r6i.”

“Em thi thdy thé that v6 ly,” t6i phan bac. “Néu mdt nguwoi phu nit dam
pham nhitng tdi tay dinh nhw giét ngudi thi chac chan phai la dang mau
lanh, phai dang sung swéng tan hwdng thanh qud, chi khéng thé la kiéu
nguwoi yéu dudi di an nan hoi 16i nhw thé.”

Caroline lac dau.

“Co6 thé c6 nhitng phu ni* nhw vay, nhung ba Ferrars khong phai la nguoi
trong s6 do. Ba dy tam tri bat 6n, trong mot phit boc dong da xudng tay tri
khtr 6ng chong. Vi ba ta von khong gidi chiu dung, ma ai 1ay phai mot nguoi
dan 6ng nhw Ashley Ferrars thi chac han dau khé nhiéu lam...”

Toi gat dau.

“Va tir d6 ba dy da luén bi am anh vé nhitng gi minh da lam. Chi thay that
toi cho ba ay.”
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T6i khong tin 1a Caroline cam thay chit mdy may thwong cam nao cho ba
Ferrars khi ba dy con song. Gio day, khi ba dy da vé noi (c6 1€) khong thé
dién nhitng bd canh Paris kia, Caroline m@i c6 thé nhe nhom ma ra long x6t
thwong.

T6i khang dinh véi chi la y nghi dy hoan toan v6 ly. Du c6 doi cho toi
ngam dong tinh, nhwng néu tin Caroline c6 thé an 6c ma n6i mo ra dugc sy
that nhw thé thi qua la sai lam. Sé khong c6 chuyén té6i khuyén khich kiéu
suy dién d6. Thé nao chi dy ciing sé di réu rao khap lang y nghi cia minh, va
moi nguwoi sé tin rang do6 la nho nhitng thong tin phap y do t6i cung cap. Su
doi that khon.

“Vo ly”, Caroline dap lai 10i phdn bac cta t6i. “R6i cau xem. Ca4 muwdi an
mot la ba dy c6 dé lai mot bie thw thi nhan tat ca.”

“Ba dy chang dé lai thw tir gi cad.” T6i gat 1én, khong kip nhan ra hau qua
cua cau noi.

“O! Vay la cau ciing di c6 tim hiéu theo hwéng nay, phai khong?”
Caroline dac y. “James a, t0i tin chac du ngoai miéng c6 choi thi trong dau
cau cling nghi giong hét t6i théi. Cau qua la tay lwon leo.”

“Khi diéu tra thi phai lu6n xem xét dén kha nang ty van.” T6i thira nhan.

“Vay sé phai giam dinh phap y a?”

“Co thé c6. Cai do con tuy. Néu em c6 thé ding ra khang dinh rang hanh
dong dung thudc qua liéu d6 hoan toan la do vo y thi ngudi ta c6 thé dwa vao
d6 ma mién trw diéu tra.”

“Thé cau c6 dam khang dinh chuyén dé khong?” chi t6i héi sac 1ém.

Toi khong dap, ding day budc ra khoi ban an.
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CHUONG 2
LANG KING’S ABBOT

Trudc khi ké tiép vé noi dung cudc doi thoai giita toi va chi Caroline, c6 1é
toi nén c6 doi 101 goi 1a phac hoa vé dia ly dia phwong chiing t6i. Trong tam
tri t0i, lang King’s Abbot ma chiing t6i song cling giéng nhw bao lang qué
khac. P6i véi dan lang ching t6i, noi duwgce goi la phd c6 tén Cranchester,
cach day chin dam. Chuing t6i c6 mot nha ga 16n, mot buwu dién nho, va hai
“Cwra hang tap héa” budn ban canh tranh nhau. Pan ong ai du khoe manh
thuong sé ly hwong tir tré, nhung lang ching t6i khong thiéu nhitng quy c6
chwa chéng va nhitng vién chitc quan doi vé hwu. S& thich va tha tiéu khién
cta ching t6i c6 thé tom gon lai trong bon chit: “ngoi 1é doi mach”.

O King’s Abbot chi cé hai nha 1a kha gia nhat. Mot 1a tv dinh King’s
Paddock, do ngudi chong qua c6 dé lai cho ba Ferrars. Va thi hai la biét thy
Fernly Park thudc s& hitu cia Roger Ackroyd. T6i luon an twgng véi
Ackroyd béi cai dang vé mot dién chd nong thon chuan muc ctia 6ng ta.
Ong dé khién ngudi ta lién twéng dén nhitng nhan vat quy 6ng véc dang
chac nich, mat do gay, luon xuat hién & doan md& dau cia mot vé hai nhac
kich c6 dién, dang sau la phong nén hinh khung canh lang qué xanh muét,
va thwong hat rang minh dang trén duwong lén London. Ngay nay chiing ta da
c6 kich hién dai, va nhitng nhan vat dién chi nong thon ay cting da dan bién
mat trong dong nhac kich.

Tat nhién 6ng ta khong han la mot dién chu. Ackroyd cé cong viéc kinh
doanh hét strc phat dat, nhw t6i duwgc biét, hinh nhw 6ng bu6én ban banh xe
ngura. O do tudi xap xi ngil tudn, gwong mit 6ng lic ndo ciing héng hao va
ban than luoén té ra la ngwoi vui vé tét bung. Ackroyd hét sirc than thiét véi
cha s@, luon hao phong dong gop cho cac khoan quy cta giao x& (du nguoi
ta don rang o6ng cuc ky bun xin trong khoan chi tiéu ca nhan), ing ho nhiét
thanh cho cac tran criké, cac Cau lac bo thanh nién, va cac Vién Thuong
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binh. Tham chi thyc t€, 6ng ay la linh hén cta ngbi lang King’s Abbot thanh
binh nay.

Ngay xwa khi con la mot cau thanh nién 21 tudi, Roger Ackroyd da yéu
va két hon véi mot phu ni xinh dep hon minh chitng nam, sadu tu6i. Co
Paton khi 4y la qua phu da c6 mot con riéng. Cudc hon nhan that ngan ngui
va dau dén. No6i thang ra, ba Ackroyd la mot ngwdi nghién ruwou, va chi
trong vong bon nam sau ngay cuwdi, chinh thoi say swa da tién ba xuéng mo.

Nhitng nam tiép sau d6 ong Ackroyd khong con té y mudn bwdc thém
buwdc nita. Btta con riéng tir cudc hon nhan dau cia vg 6ng mai 1én bay khi
me né mat. Gio day dita bé da trd thanh chang trai hai mwoi lam tudi. Ong
Ackroyd thwong yéu Ralph nhw con rudt cia minh, nudi 16n cau tir bay dén
nay, nhung chang thanh nién 4y chi biét choi baoi 1éu 16ng, luon gay rac réi
va phién long cho cha dugng. Tuy vay & King’s Abbot ai ciing déu yéu quy
Ralph Paton. Phan vi anh chang c6 vé ngoai hét sitc khéi ng6 tudn tu.

Nhu t6i da noi, dan lang & day san tinh hay ngoi 1é d6i mach. Tat ca déu
dé y thay ngay ti* dau la 6ng Ackroyd va ba Ferrars rat hgp nhau. Sau cai
chét ctia chong ba, moi than tinh cang tré nén tham thiét. Nguwdoi ta luon bat
gdp hai nguoi di cung nhau, va tat ca déu doan chac rang sau khi doan tang,
ba Ferrars sé trd thanh ba Roger Ackroyd. Qua thuc ai cling thay troi dat
that khéo sap dat. Vo cia Roger Ackroyd nam xwa mat la do théi nghién
rwgu. Ashley Ferrars cling titng 1a mot tay bgm rugu 1au nam trede khi chét.
That vira van néu hai nan nhan cuia théi nghién rwgu vé dé nay co thé bu dap
cho nhau sau tat ca nhitng gi ho da trai qua véi ngudi ban doi tredc day.

Nha Ferrars méi chi dén day sinh séng khodng hon mot nam veé trudec,
nhung ong Ackroyd thi da c6 mot ring tin don vay quanh nhiéu nam trong
qua khit. Sudt quang thoi gian Ralph Paton 16n 1én tir bé cho dén tudi truéng
thanh, da c6 khong biét bao nhiéu c6 giup viéc tré tudi séng trong co ngoi
nha Ackroyd, va c6 nao cling nam trong tam ngam dam tiéu cia Caroline va
ban bé. Phai ndi rang trong vong it nhat mwoi lam nam qua, ca lang déu tin
chac rang Ackroyd roi sé cudi mot trong cac c6 gia nhan cia minh. Nguwoi
cudi cung la co Russell, mot phu nit dang né, lam viéc tai day suot nam nam
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ma chwa hé vap phai sy c6 hay xung khac gi, nhw vay la 1au gap doi khoang
thoi gian lam viéc ctia nhitng ngwoi tién nhiém. Néu khong cé ba Ferrars
chuyén dén lang, ai cling nghi rang Ackroyd cé 1& khé cé thé thoat khoi co6
ta. Thé r6i bong dwng ba qua phu Cecil Ackroyd cting con gai xuat hién. Vg
con cau em trai qua c6 vo tich sy ctua 6ng Ackroyd tit Canada don dén séng
tai Fernley Park, va dong thoi, theo 16i Caroline, dat c6 Russell vé lai ding
vi tri ctia minh.

T6i khong ro chinh xac “dung vi tri” ¢ day c6 ham y gi, nghe c6 vé lanh
8o va vo tinh, nhung t6i thdy c6 Russell van tiép tuc lam viéc véi do6i moi
mim chat, cing mot vé mat ma téi chi c6 thé mo td mot nu cuwdi chua chat,
va luon té vé thuong x6t cho “ba Ackroyd dang thwong, phai song dwa vao
cta bo thi tir anh trai chéng minh. Ctia cho la cia dang, c6 phai khong? La
toi thi t6i sé thay thé tham lam néu khong tw lam viéc nudi song than minh.”

T6i khong biét ba Cecil Ackroyd nghi gi khi ban dén chuyén tinh cdm cta
anh chong vdi ba Ferrars. R0 rang ba ay sé c6 lgi khi 6ng Ackroyd khong
két hon. Dau vay ba ay luon té ra rat than mat, néu khong mudn néi la von
va, v6i ba Ferrars khi ho gap mat. Caroline néi diéu d6 chang chitng minh
dugc diéu gi.

Tat ca nhitng chuyén nay da tré thanh tdm diém ban luan cta King’s
Abbot su6t nhithg nam qua. Chung t6i da mo6 xé ban luan vé 6ng Ackroyd
va nhitng van dé ctia 6ng ay t* moi goc do. Con ba Ferrars ludon lam moi
viéc dung nhu doan dinh cua ban dan thiéen ha.

Nhung gio day moi chuyén da dao 1on. Ttr dang ban ludn s6i noi vé viéc
nén tang mon qua cuwdi nao cho phai, ching toi thinh linh roi vao gitta bi
kich tang toc.

Trén duong di tham bénh, tam tri tdi c¥ van vo suy nghi mai chuyén nay.
Khéng c6 ca bénh dac biét nao dang dé tam, dau 6c toi lai don vé véi bi an
trong cai chét ctia ba Ferrars. Phai chdng ba tw van that? Néu ding la thé thi
han nhién ba ta phai dé lai vai 10i trang tr6i vé nguyén nhan cd su chi? Theo
nhw kinh nghiém ctia ca nhan t6i, phu ni*t mét khi da quyét dinh tu t, thi ho
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thwong sé muon tho 16 hét nguon con da day minh dén hanh dong cuc doan
ay. Ho lu6n them khat duwgc lam tam diém cuda thién ha ma.

Lan cudi toi gap ba Ferrars 1a khi nao nhi? Chwa day mot tuan truede. Khi
dy ba van cu x& binh thudong va c6 vé van con di minh man dé suy nghi moi
chuyén thau dao.

Bong t6i chot nhé ra la minh méi trong thdy ba ay ngay ngay hom qua
thoi, du khong kip néi chuyén. Lic dé ba di canh Ralph Paton, t6i con thay
ngac nhién vi khong biét anh ta vé lang King’s Abbot ti* bao gio. Trwdc dé
toi twéng anh ta va ong bd duwgng rit cuc cling xdy ra chuyén cai va véi
nhau. Sudt gan sau thang qua quanh day khong ai trong thay bong dang anh
ta dau ca. Hai nguwoi ho hom qua buéc song déi, dau nghiéng sat ké nhau, va
ba Ferrars dang n6i chuyén gi d6 c6 vé nghiém trong lam.

Co lé tr chinh khodnh khac ay, linh tinh da bat dau mach bao t6i chuyén
chdng lanh sap xdy dén. Moi thit van con rat mo ho, nhwng t6i da thoang dw
cam dugc chuyén roi sé di vé dau. Pau dc t6i trd nén hoang mang khi chot
nh@ vé cudc tro chuyén cang thang gitta cau Ralph Paton va ba Ferrars ngay
hom trudc.

Khi tdm tri con dang mai miét chay theo chuyén nay, to6i da ding trudc
mat ong Roger Ackroyd ltic nao khong biét.

“Sheppard!” ong goi 16n. “DPung nguoi téi can tim day roi! Chuyén nay
that kinh khting.”

“Vay la ong da biét?”

Ong Ackroyd git dau. Nhin 1a biét dng ta da phai chiu ct s6c ghé gém
lam. Guong mat hong hao phic hau dwong nhu bi xé xudng, va dang vé
nhanh nhen, twoi vui hang ngay gio day cling trong cling tiéu tuy va suy sup
thay ro.

“Con kinh khing hon 6ng nghi,” ong thi tham. “Nghe nay, Sheppard, t6i
c6 chuyén phai noi v6i ong. Gio vé nha cung t6i dwge khong?”

“Chac la khong dwgc roi. Toi con phai di tham ba bénh nhan nita, roi lai
phai vé trdc muwoi hai gio trra dé kham cho vai bénh nhan ¢ phong kham.”
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“Vay chiéu nay, a ma khong, tot nhat la t6i nay an t6i cung t6i nhé. Lic 7
gio 30 c6 tien cho ong khong?”

“Pugc, toi sé thu xép. Co gi khéng 6n sao? Lai Ralph phai khong?”

Chang hiéu sao toi lai hoi vay, cé 1é do Ralph hay gay chuyén.

Ackroyd ngdy ra nhin t6i, nhw thé khong hiéu t6i dang ndi gi. To6i bat dau
nhan ra rang van dé nghiém trong han la & cho khac. T6i chwa bao gio thay
ong Ackroyd kho tam dén nhuw vay.

Ong ngo ngac: “Ralph lam sao? O khong, khong phai tai Ralph. Ralph
dang & London ma... Thoi chét, ba c6 Gannett kia. T6i khong muon phai
chuyén tro gi véi co ta vé sy thé khiing khiép nay. Gdp lai anh t6i nay vay,
Sheppard! Bay gio ba muwoi day nhé!”

Toi gat dau, va Ackroyd rdo buwéc di nhanh, bo lai téi ditng tan ngan.
Ralph dang & London sao? Nhung rd ranh ranh chiéu hém trwdc anh ta con
¢ lang King’s Abbot co ma? Co 1é anh ta da quay vé thanh pho t6i qua hoac
sang sém hom nay, nhwng thai do cia ong Ackroyd thi lai khong cho thay
nhv thé. Ong néi chuyén nhw thé Ralph chua titng xudt hién & day sudt
nhiéu thang qua.

T6i chang c6 thi gid ma suy nghi may chuyén nay. C6 Gannett dang lao
vé phia t0i ditng, chac chan la muén moi chait thong tin nao d6. C6 Gannett
héi tu day du tinh cach cuaa chi Caroline. Chi c6 diéu, trong khi Caroline s&
hitu nang khiéu doan mo chinh xac, va dung n6 lam nguyén liéu chinh giip
thém mam dam muoi cho cac cau chuyén tir miéng minh, thi c6 lai thiéu kha
nang tai tinh d6. Bén noi, co6 Gannett thd khéng ra hoi, nhung cling con da
sitc dé van veo du diéu.

Chuyén ba Ferrars dang thwong that dau long phai khong? Nhiéu nguoi
da don la ba dy nghién thudc phién nhiéu nam nay roéi. N6i nang nhw thé that
that ditc qua. Nhung dau sao may 1oi tai bay va gi6é ay nhiéu khi lai c6 vai
phan la sy that trong d6. Khong c6 Itra thi lam sao c6 khéi! Ho con néi 6ng
Ackroyd da phat hién ra tat nay cta ba ay nén cho hiy hon wéc roi, hai bén
c6 dinh hon véi nhau that r6i nhé. Co6 Gannett c6 bang chitng can than han
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hoi. Tat nhién la t6i day chac chan phai biét chuyén dé, toi la bac si co ma,
nhung ho chang ké véi toi bao gio sao?

Gitra trang ké 1€ lién tu bat tan, d6i mat to tron ctia c6 Gannett khong quén
nhin xody vao t6i, do xét xem twng phan @ng trén guwong madt toi trudc
nhitng 101 ggi chuyén nay. That may la nho ¢ vdi Caroline 1au ngay, toi da
rén luyén duwgc kha nang gitt cho vé mat luén binh than, va luon tha san doéi
cau nhan xét vo thudng vo phat dé goép vao cau chuyén.

Lan nay thi t6i chi chic mitng c6 Gannett vi da khong bi cuén vao may
10i don dai nham nhi. Mot don phan cong nhanh gon ma hiéu qua. Co6
Gannett lap titc bi bdi r6i, va trede khi co ay kip dinh than lai, t6i da xoay
nguoi budc tiép.

T6i vé dén nha, tam tri van mién man suy nghi, chot giat minh khi nhén ra
dang c6 rat nhiéu bénh nhan chd minh & phong kham.

Kham xong ngudi cudi cung, hodc it nhat toi twdng la nguwdi cudi cung,
toi dinh ra vieon ngam canh cho thw thai it phit tredc bita tra thi chot nhan
ra van con mot bénh nhan dang chd minh. Thay t6i ditng sitng vi ngac nhién,
c6 chu dong dirng day va di vé phia toi.

To6i khong hiéu vi sao minh lai ngac nhién dén vay, du qua thuc co
Russell 1udn toat 1én vé minh dong da sat, duong nhuw khéng c6 bénh tat
thong thwong nao c6 thé tham nhap duwgc vao co thé co.

CO quan gia nha Ackroyd dang ngudi cao rdo, gwong mat dep sac sdo
nhuwng c6 phan dit dan. P6i mat cta co6 lanh Iuing va moéi luén mim chat. T6i
ma la nguoi gitp viéc hodac hau bép dudi quyeén co thi han téi phai vat chan
1én c6 ma chay moi khi thay bong dang co thap thoang.

“Chao budi sang tot lanh, bac si Sheppard, t6i rat biét on néu dwgc bac si
xem qua dau goi cia minh.”

T6i kham so qua, nhung thad thuc, 1ong t6i khi dy c6 chit nghi ngs. Mo ta
cta co Russell vé nhitng con dau nhé6i khéng thuyét phuc chit nao, tham chi,
néu day la 10i cia mot phu nit nao d6 khong duge kha kinh nhw c6, han toi
da nghi ngd nguoi do dat dieu. Trong khoanh khac, t6i da nghi dén viéc co
Russell c6 tinh bia ra bénh dau goi nay dé do hoi vé cai chét cta ba Ferrars,
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nhung ngay sau do, t6i nhan ra minh phéan xét sai vé c6. C6 c6 nhac qua dén
chuyén budn nay, nhung chi cé vay. Di nhién, lic ay c6 Russell c6 t6 ¥ nan
na va duong nhw muon tro chuyén thém. Sau cung, c6 1én tiéng, “Vay thi,
cam on bdc s rat nhiéu vé chai dau xoa bép nay. Du t6i khong tin 1a né sé cé
tac dung.”

T6i cling khong tin la thé, nhwng vi trach nhiém nghé nghiép nén van cam
doan tac dung cuda chai thudc vdi cd. Xét cho cung thi n6 cling chang c6 hai
gl, va lai ban hang nao rao hang do thoi.

“T6i chang tin may th thuéc men nay,” cd Russell liéc nhanh qua day
thu6c cua toi, c6 y coi thwong. “Thudc rat c6 hai. Ci¢ xem thdi quen dung
cocaine la biét.”

“That ra, néu lai néi dén chuyén nay...”

“Gidi thuong lwu rat thinh théi ay.”

Chac chan la c6 Russell hiéu r6 vé gidi thwgng Iwu hon t6i roi. Thé nén
toi chang dinh tranh cai véi c6 vé y nay.

“Bac si hay thi* ndi xem, gia st ngai la con nghién cda thudc, thi cé cach
nao chita dwgc khong?”

Cau héi nay thi chang thé trd 16i qua quit dwgce. Toi danh phai giang giai
mot ldc vé cht dé nay trong khi c6 Russell lang nghe cham chid. T6i van
nghi c6 dang dao béi thong tin vé vu ba Ferrars.

“Gio 1ay vi du nhu Veronal di...” Toi tiép tuc.

Nhung, bong dung Russell dwong nhu khong quan tam dén Veronal nita.
Thay vao do, c6 déi chu dé va haéi toi liéu c6 that la cé6 may loai thudc doc
nao d6 qua hiém dén mic kho c6 thé nghién ciu dugc.

“A! Vay ra c6 c6 doc may truyén trinh tham.” T6i dap.

Russell thtra nhan.

T6i noi tiép, “Trong truyén trinh tham rat hay xuat hién mot loai doc dugc
hiém nao do, cé thé la ttt Nam My, chwa ai ti'ng nghe vé n6, mot loai thude
doc ma cac bo toc hoang da hay dung dé tam vao miii tén. N6 sé khién
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nguoi ta chét ngay 1ap tirc, va khoa hoc phuwong Tay thi b6 tay, khong thé
tim hiéu vé n6. C6 phai y c6 la loai doc dugc nay khong?”

“Pung vay. Loai doc dugc dy c6 ton tai trén doi khong?”

To6i lac dau ngao ngan. “Toi e 1a khéng. Tat nhién, tri doc cay cura.”

Toi ké v6i co rat nhiéu vé nhya cura, nhung mot lan nita Russell lai té ra
khong con hing thu vai cau chuyén. Co lai hoi liéu toi co chai nao trong tu
khong, va khi t6i dap la khong, t6i linh cdm duwong nhw gia tri cia minh
trong mat co da bi giam.

Co Russell n6i da dén ltc ¢6 phai vé. Toi doi theo co6 budce ra khoi phong
kham, chuong bao bita trva cling vira vang.

T6i khong thé ngd dwoc 1a nguwoi nhw c6 Russell cling thich truyén trinh
tham. C¢ nghi dén canh c6 buéc ra khéi phong quéan gia dé qud trach mot cd
hau chénh mang nao do, roi lai quay vé say swa vGi Bi an cai chét thiv Bay,
hay dai dé thé, 1a t6i lai thay tirc cuoi.
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CHUONG 3
ONG TRONG Bi

T6i bdo vGi Caroline 1a minh sé dung bita téi & Fernly. Chi dy khong nhitng
khong phéan doi, ma ngugc lai: “Qua tuyét voi,” Caroline hao hitng. “R6i cau
sé dugc nghe hét toan bo chuyén. Ma tién day, c6 chuyén gi v4i cau Ralph
thé?”

“Véi Ralph?” T6i ngac nhién. “Chang cé chuyén gi ca.”

“Thé tai sao cdu ay phdi & quan Heo rirng ma khéng vé Biét thy Fernly?”

T6i khong hé mdy may nghi ngd 10i n6i cta Caroline vé chuyén Ralph
Paton dang & quan tro trong lang. Riéng viéc chi ay néi ra la da cho téi tin.

“Ackroyd bao em la cau ay dang & London co ma.” T6i néi, roi chot giat
minh vi 16 quén mat nguyén tac t6i thwgng la khong bao gio dé ro ri thong
tin.

“Q!” Caroline thich thid. T6i c6 thé thay ngay la miii cia chi héch 1én khi
tiép nhan thong tin nay. “Cau dy dén & tai quan Heo rirng tir sang hom qua.
Gio cau ay van con lwu lai dé. T6i qua con di choi véi mot c6 gai nita.” Chi
noi them.

Chuyén nay khong hé khién t6i ngac nhién. C6 thé néi ¢ moi t6i la Ralph
lai c6 mot c6 gai dé di choi cung. Diéu khién t6i thac mac la tai sao cau ay
lai chon vé lang King’s Abbot dé chai bdi thay vi & chon phon hoa dé héi
kia.

“Mot co phuc vu quan regu nao dé a?” Toi hoi.

“T6i cling khong ro. Chi biét 1a cau ay ra ngoai dé gap co ay. Con khong
biét d6 la c6 nao.”

(Phai thira nhan nhw thé han Caroline dau dén lam.)

“Nhung t6i c6 thé doan dugc la ai.” Chi toi tiép tuc, khéng hé nan chi.

To6i kién nhan cho doi chi tiép 10i.
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“La em ho ctia cau ay.”

“Flora Ackroyd sao?” Toi thot 1én.

Flora Ackroyd, di nhién, chang phai mau mu rudt thit gi v6i Ralph Paton,
nhung trr lau moi nguwoi da coi Ralph la con dé cua Ackroyd, nén mac nhién
ai cling xem hai ngudi la anh em ho.

“Chinh la Flora Ackroyd.” Chi t0i noi.

“Nhung sao cau dy khong dén thang Fernly lu6n néu mudn gap co ay?”

“Ho dang lén lat qua lai.” Caroline khodi tra dap. “Khéng muén dé ong
Ackroyd biét chuyén nén ho phai gap nhau theo cach nay.”

T6i c6 thé chi ra ca ta 16 hong trong gia thuyét cia Caroline, nhung toi
kim lai dwgc. R6i t6i tim cach 1ai sang chu dé khac bang cau nhan xét bang
quo vé nha hang x6m méi chuyén dén.

Tuw gia Larches canh ching t6i gan diy méi c6 mot ngwdi la chuyén dén
song. Caroline cyc ky bt rit vi khong khai thac dwgc bat ¢t thong tin gi vé
ong ay, ngoai trir viéc ong la mot ngwdi ngoai qudc. Mang luwdi “Cuc Tinh
bao” cling boc 16 dau hiéu bat lyc trong trrong hgp nay. Hinh nhw 6ng ay
cling c6 dung sita, rau cu va thit tha, va doi khi cad ca nhu tat cd moi nguoi,
nhung co 1é chang c6 ai trong dam chuyén cung cap nhitng thwc pham dé
nhat nhanh dwgc thém bat c@ mau tin titc gi vé ong ta. Ho ndi tén 6ng ta la
Porrott, mét cai tén nghe la du thay vo ly, nén toi tin 1a n6 cling khéng chinh
xac not. C6 mot diém duy nhat ma chiing toi biét chac vé ngudi dan 6ng nay
la 6ng ta rat thich trong bi xanh.

Nhung tit nhién d6 khong phdi la dang théng tin ma Caroline dang lung
suc. Chi &y mu6n biét twong tan ong ay dén ti dau, lam gi, da két hon hay
chwa, vo la ai, c6 con cai gi khong, tén thdi con gai cia me 6ng ay la gi,
nhitng thi nhw thé. Toi tin 1a may 6ng phat minh ra mdy cau hdi lam thj thyc
chdc chén cling c& nhw Caroline ma théi.

“Chi Caroline yéu quy. Nghé nghiép 6ng day thi qua rd roi con gi. Ong ay
la tho lam t6c vé huwu. Ci nhin bd ria cta ong ay la biét.”
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Caroline khéng dong tinh. Chi dy n6i néu 6ng ay la thg lam téc thi mai
toc Ong ay 1é ra phai gon séng udn lwgn, chit khong thé dé kiéu thang dudt
nhw thé dugce. Thg cat toc nao chang vay.

T6i néu mot vai vi du vé nhitng 6ng tho téc thang ma t6i biét ngoai doi,
nhung Caroline khong thay thuyét phuc.

“T6i khong sao cay nbi miéng ong ay.” Chi t6i giong ham huc. “Hom roi
toi c6 sang mwon may dung cu lam vuwon, ong dy to ra lich thiép hét mifc,
nhung t6i chang moi dugc tin gi ca. Cudi cung t6i phai hoi trang ra la 6ng ay
c6 phai nguwoi Phap khong, thé ma ong ay chi dap khéng phai. Bén nuwéc do
toi chang buon hoi thém gi nita.”

Toi bat dau thady hitng thi hon vé vi hang xém bi an cua ching t6i. Mot
nguoi c6 da nang lyc khién Caroline phdi ngdm miéng va dam ca gan dé chi
ay — Nit hoang Sheba* — phai ra vé tay trang, thi han khong phai tay vira.
Chi Caroline tiép tuc, “Hinh nhw nha 6ng dy c6 mot chiéc may hut bui loai
mdi gan day dang dwoc chuong...”

Nit hoang Sheba la nhan vat huyén thoai dwgc dé cap trong ca Kinh Thanh
lan Kinh Koran.

Dbén day, thdy ngay y do vay tién va gang hoi thém tin titc dang sang 1én
trong mat ba chi, t6i 1ap titc 1y c& rit ra vwon. Toi cling kha thich may viéc
vuon twge. Khi dang cam cii nho sach ré mdy cay bo cong anh thi t6i chot
nghe mot tiéng kéu bao dong vang 1én ngay gan ché minh, r6i mot vat thé
ndng trich bay véo qua mang tai va roi bep ngay xuong chan t6i. Mot tréi bi
xanh!

Toi gian d* ngudc sang trai, ngay bén kia birc twong hién 1én mot guong
mat. Cai dau hinh qua triéng bi mai téc den kha nghi che phua bén trén, cung
hai hang ria mép khong 16, va mot cap mat do xét, d6 khong ai khac chinh la
vi hang x6m bi an cta chiing t6i, ong Porrott.

Ong 14p tirc tudn mot trang xin 16i bing thit tiéng Anh lo 16 nhung troi
chay, “T6i mong ngai thit 16i ngan lan, thia ngdi. T6i khong c6 16i nao dé
bién ho cho sy bat can nay. T6i trong bi xanh da may thang nay. Sang nay ty
dung t6i cau tiét vi dam bi nay. T6i phai tong khit ching né di cho khuay
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khoa - troi dat! Khong chi nghia bong ma con cé nghia den. Toi bit trai to
nhat. Ném han qua bo rao. Thura 6ng, t6i that dang xau ho qua. Toi xin cui
dau nhan 16i.”

Trudc mat trang xin 10i nhw vay, con gidn cua t6i ciing tan bién. Xét cho
cung thi qua bi chét giam ay cling khong va phai t6i. Nhwng t6i thanh khan
cau troi cho cai tro ném rau cu khong 16 qua hang rao nay khong phai 1a thu
tiéu khién ctia 6ng ban mdi ching t6i. Hang x6m ma c6 théi quen nhw thé
thi chiing t6i kho 1ong ma quy mén cho dugc.

Duong nhu doc duge suy nghi cua toi, ong hang x6m nho thé voi kéu lén,
“A, khong dau. Xin dirng ban tam. Toi khong c6 théi quen nhw thé nay dau.
Nhung chac ngai cling hiéu duwgc tam trang birc béi cua téi bay gio ma, thua
0ng, ngay xua tré khoe ta da quen mai miét chay theo mot muc tiéu nao do
r6i, quen doc sttc lam viéc r6i, mong dén ngay dwgc nghi ngoi thanh thoi,
thé ma sau cung ta lai nhan ra, ta van khao khat nhitng ngay quay cuéng xwa
cil, va ca nhitng cong viéc nam xua ta twdéng ta murng vui vi da thoat, c6 phai
vay khong?”

“Vang.” Toi cham rai dap. “To6i nghi ai cling vay thoi. Chinh t6i day co 1é
la mot vi du dién hinh. M6t nam trudc t6i c6 dugce thira ké mot khoan gia tai
kha kha, du dé toi thie hién wdc mo cia minh. T6i trede nay van luén mudn
di du lich, dwgc nhin ngam thé gigi. Co ma, nhu téi da noi réi day, doé la
chuyén ctia m6t nam triedc, con bay gio nhw 6ng thay, téi van con mac ket @
day th6i.”

Ong hang x6m nho gat dau, “Cé nhitng théi quen né nhw cum xich vay.
Ching ta lao dong vat va dé dgi dén ngay nghi ngoi, dén khi muc tiéu da
thanh thi chiing ta lai nhan ra minh nhé nhung cai cong viéc vat va hang
ngay nam xuwa. Ciling n6i ong hay, cong viéc ngay xwa cua toi thi lam. Chac
phai la cai nghé thu vi nhat tran doi luon day.”

“Thé sao?” To6i goi chuyén. Trong gidy phut dé, hinh nhw t6i bi Caroline
nhap hon.

“Nghién cttu ban chat con nguwoi, thua 6ng!”

“Thé co day.” T6i lich sy ra vé né trong.
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Vay ra thg lam toc vé huu that. Con ai hiéu nhitng bi mat ctia ban chat
loai ngwoi hon thg lam toc.

“Ma hoi do6 t6i con c6 m6t anh ban than, bao nhiéu nam lién ludn ké vai
sat canh vdi t6i. Thinh thoang ciling hay dai dot khién ngwai ta lo lang, dau
vay toi quy mén anh ta lam. N6i chac 6ng chang tin nhwng gio t6i nhd anh ta
dén d6 nhd ca cai ban tinh ngdc nghéch do nira. T6i nhé anh ta tinh nét ngdy
tho, 16i thé gidi quan rat trung thuc, nhé ca nhitng ky niém t6i tr6 tai khién
anh ta phéi ngac nhién va than phuc... t6i khong thé ta hét véi 6ng la téi nhg
nhitng th ay nhw thé nao.”

“Ong ban dy qua doi 16i sao?” Tdi héi day cam thong.

“Khong, ban t6i van song va dang kham kha lam, nhwng cach ddy ntra
vong Trai dat co. Anh ta gio dang song & Argentina.”

“O Argentina co a.” Giong tdi khong gidu duoc sy ghen ti.

Bén than to6i luén ao wéc dugc dat chan dén Nam My. To6i thé dai, nguwdc
1én va bat gap anh mat cam théng ctia 6ng Porrott. Cé vé nhw 6ng hang xém
nho con 4y la ngudi hiéu chuyén.

“Sé c6 ngay ong dén do du lich ma, phai khong?”

Toi lac dau, khong nén duogc tiéng thé dai thi hai.

“Lé ra la t6i di roi day chit. T* nam ngodi co. Nhung hoi do téi qua dai
dot, ma con té hon ca dai dot, t6i tham lam. T6i da danh cugce tat ca cua cai
cho mot th phu du.”

“T6i hidu roi.” Ong Porrott néi. “Vay ra 6ng do tién vao dau co?”

T6i buon ba gat dau, nhung trong long lai cam thay buén cuwdi, vé mat cia
ong hang x6m nho con ky cuc nay trong hét sitc nghiém trong.

“Khong phai vao M6 dau Porcupine dé chi?” Ong ta chot héi.

“Ban dau t6i cling da tinh dén bén do, tat nhién, nhung cudi cung toi
quyét dinh rot tién vao mot mo vang ¢ Tay Australia.”

Ong hang x6m trung ra mot vé mit ky quic ma toi khong thé 1y giai
duoc.

“Po6 la Binh ménh.” Cudi cung thi 6ng ta lén tiéng.
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“Pinh ménh cai gi co?” Toi hoi buc.

“La dinh ménh sap dat t6i luon phai séng bén canh mot 6ng tirng nghiém
tic tinh chuyén dau tw cho Mo dau Porcupine, va cd Mé vang & Tay
Australia nita. No6i toi nghe, c6 phai ong cling mé mét nhitng c6 téc mau nau
do khong?”

T6i ha miéng sitng s0 nhin 6ng hang x6m, va réi 6ng ta cudi pha 1én.

“Khong, khong, t6i khong bi dién. Ong ditng nghi qua. T6i héi 6ng céi
cau ng@ ngan nhuw thé l1a bai vi, 6ng thdy day, anh ban ma lic nay t6i c6 ké
ay thi con tré ngudi non da, lic nao ciling tin canh phu nit ai ciing t6t dep ca,
va nhin c6 nao cling thdy xinh. Nhung 6ng day la mot nguwdi cling cé tudi
roi, lai con la mot bac si, titc 1a han phai biét hét cai gi la dai dot, cai gi la
phu phiém trén c6i doi nay chit. Ai cha cha, ching ta lai con la hang xém.
To6i tha thiét mong 6ng nhan qua bi xanh ngon lanh nhét cua t6i dé lam qua
cho c6 chi gai tuyét voi caa ong.”

No6i doan 6ng cui thup xuéng, bung 1én mét qua bi khéng 16 ngon lanh
nhat trong vuon, roi lam dong tac trinh trong trao cho to6i. Pap lai tdm thinh
tinh, t6i cling lam vé trang trong don nhan qud bi theo ding tinh than ctia
nguoi tang.

“Qua thuc, budi sang hom nay khong hé lang phi chit nao.” Ong hang
x6m nho nhan vui vé n6i. “T6i lam quen duwgc véi mot ong ban giong giong
anh ban phuong xa ctia minh. Nhan day, t6i cling muén héi 6ng mot cau.
Ong chéc hin phai biét rd moi ngwdi trong cai lang bé xinh nay. Vay 6ng c6
biét cau trai t6c den, mat den, mat may tudn tu la ai khong? Cau ta di véi cai
dang dau ngat ra sau, va miéng lic nao cling né nu cuwoi ay.”

Theo 10i ta ctia 6ng, t6i nhan ra ngay do la ai.

“Chac chan la Pai dy Ralph Paton r6i.” T6i cham rai.

“Sao toi lai chua gdp cau ta ¢ lang bao gio nhi?”

“Khong, lau r6i cau ta mdi vé day. Nhung cau dy la con trai, a phéi la con
nuoi chit, cia ong Ackroyd @ Biét thy Fernly.”

Ong hang x6m t6 vé thiéu kién nhan.
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“Tat nhién ro6i, toi nhé ra téi phdi doan ra ch&. Thay ong Ackroyd néi
chuyén vé ciu ta nhiéu lan lam.”

“Ong ciing biét ca 6ng Ackroyd a?” Téi hoi ngac nhién.

“T6i biét ong dy tir hoi tdi con lam viéc & London. Toi da dé nghi dng dy
khong néi cho ai & day biét nghé nghiép chinh cta t6i.”

“T6i hiéu r6i.” T6i ndi, hoi thdy buon cwoi véi kiéu lam mau thai qua nhw
thé nay.

Nhung ga dan 6ng bé nho van tiép tuc v4i nu cudi gan nhw ty dac.

“Nguoi ta thich song an danh hon. T6i khong ngai bi lang nwéc néi ra néi
vao. T6i con chang bu6n dinh chinh tén minh & lang nay nita.”

“Qua dung thé.” T6i dap, chang biét nén noi gi.

“Ra la Pai tiy Ralph Paton.” Ong Porrott ddm chiéu. “Va ciu ta dinh hén
v6i chau gai ong Ackroyd, c6 Flora quyén rii.”

“Ai noi cho ong hay vay?” Tai kinh ngac.

“Ong Ackroyd. Cach dady mot tuan, 6ng ay vui mirng vé hén wéc nay lam,
ong ta von ao wdc chuyén thé nay xay ra tr lau lam roi, chi it la t6i hiéu y
ong dy nhw thé. Tham chi t6i tin 1a 6ng ay da phai gay ap lwc vdi cau con
trai nita co. Po6 khong bao gid la cach sang su6t. Mot chang trai tré nén két
hon vi hanh phiic ctia ban than, chit khong phai dé lam dep long ong cha
duong hay doi hoi cua minh.”

Nhitng suy doan trong dau toi hoan toan sup do. To6i khong thé hiéu tai
sao Ackroyd lai c6 thé tin twdng ngwoi dan 6ng nay dén mic ban luan vai
ong ta ca chuyén cudi xin cta con trai ké va chau gai. Ackroyd von ludn té
vé niém nd than 4i vdi nhitng nguoi ¢ tang 16p thap hon, nhwng 6ng dy cling
hiéu rat ro pham gia va vi thé cia minh. T6i bat dau ndy sinh y nghi néu nhw
vay thi ong Porrott day chac chan khong thé 1a mét tho lam téc dugc.

Che giau vé bdi r6i, téi voi hoi luon cau dau tién hién ra trong dau, “Sao
ong dé y Ralph Paton vay? Vi vé ngoai banh bao ctia cau ay a?”

“Khong, khong chi moi thé, du ding la cau ay nhin qua v dién trai so vGi
canh dan 6ng nwdc Anh. Day chinh la kiéu vé dep ma céc tiéu thuyét gia cho
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nit thwdng hay mo ta la nhw Vi than Hy Lap. Nhung khong chi vay, con co
mot diéu vé chang trai nay ma t6i khong thé hiéu n6i.”

Porrott két thic cau cudi bang mot am diéu tram ngam, khién t6i c6 cam
gidc mo mo hé ho. N6 gidong nhu thé 6ng dang suy xét chang trai bang con
mat tri tué nao d6 ma t6i khong thé hiéu n6i. Ngay khi ay bong c6 tiéng chi
toi goi vong ra tr trong nha, va cam giac dy ct deo dang to6i mai.

T6i di vao nha. Pau Caroline van con doi noén, ro rang la méi ¢ ngoai lang
vé. Khong can rao trudc don sau, chi vao chuyén luon, “T6i mdi gap ong
Ackroyd.”

“Vay sao?” Toi dap.

“Téat nhién toi c6 dirng 6ng ta lai dé hoi chuyén, nhung hinh nhue 6ng ay
dang di dau v6i lam, c non néng doi di. ”

T6i chang ban khoan gi chuyén d6. Han 6ng ay cling ngai cham tran
Caroline nhw véi ba c6 Gannett sang nay, hay tham chi con hon thé ay chi.
Caroline ma bam dudi thi con kho thoat hon.

“Toi héi ngay ong dy vé cau Ralph. Ong dy c6 vé hét sitc kinh ngac,
khong hay biét gi vé viéc con trai dang & trong lang. Tham chi 6ng ay con
noi chac la t6i nham lan gi r6i. T6i! Nham lan!”

“That 1a ho d6.” T6i cam than. “Lé ra 6ng dy phai biét chi la ai ch!”

“Thé roi 6ng ay bao vdi toi 1a Ralph va Flora da dinh hon.”

“Chuyén do6 em ciing c6 biét.” To6i ngat 10i, giong cé doi chut hanh dién.

“Ai no6i cau hay?”

“Ong hang xém méi cua ching ta.”

Trong mot thoang, gwrong mat Caroline chgt hién ro vé do dy, giong nhw
mot trai béng Rulet dang bat 1én khong trung, lo lttng gitta hai con sé trong
vong quay. Thé r6i chi cudng lai dwgc cai cha dé ngoai 1é hap dan vé ong
hang x6m ay.

“T6i c6 ndi v6i ong Ackroyd rang Ralph dang & quan Heo rirng.”

“Chi Caroline, chang 1é chi khéng bao gi® uén luwdi trudc khi néi sao? Chi
c6 nghi dwoc la minh c6 thé gay ton hai dén nguwoi khac bang cai thoi quen
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di réu rao moi chuyén mot cach btra bai thé nay a?” T6i n6i thang.

“That ngd ngan. Moi ngwoi déu cé quyén biét chuyén. T6i ty thdy minh
c6 bon phan noéi cho ho biét. Chwa ké 6ng Ackroyd con t6 ra biét on t6i nita
co.”

“That sao?” t6i khoi ggi, r6 rang la sap c6 thém chuyén dé noéi.

“T6i nghi la 6ng ay da dén thang quan Heo ritng, nhung néu ding nhw thé
thi 6ng ay sé khong gap Ralph ¢ d6 dau.”

“Khong u?”

“Khong. Vi luc t6i vé nha bang 16i dwong ring...”

“Chi bang qua rung?” Toi chen ngang.

Mat Caroline tng do.

“H6m nay dep trdi ma.” Chi cdm than. “T6i muén di 1ong vong mét chuit.
Gio dang mua thu, ritng cay 14 do, phong canh tam nay la dep nhat trong
nam day.”

Caroline chang bao gio them dat chan vao rirng, bat ké la mua nao. Binh
thuwong chi van néi di vao cai chon ay chi t6 do chan, r6i con bao nhiéu thit
kho chiu c6 thé rét xuéng dau minh. Khong, chac chan ldc ay mau suc sao
nha chon da noéi 1én nén chi md&i dam chui vao ritng nhw thé. Khu ritng nam
bén ria lang King’s Abbot, ti€p giap véi Biét thy Fernly. Vao trong ddy, ban
c6 thé dé dang dwoc tro chuyén vGi mot c6 gai mo do nao dé ma ca lang
khong ai thay trir ban.

“R0i sao nita?” Toi ggi chuyén.

“Nhuw t6i da noi roi do, t6i dang di vao rirng dé vé nha thi bong dung t6i
nghe c6 tiéng noi.”

Caroline durng lai.

“Roi thi?”

“Mot la giong cua Ralph Paton, t0i nhan ra dugc ngay. Con giong kia la
ctia mot c6 gai. Tat nhién la t6i khong c6 y nghe 1én.”

“Han thé r6i.” T6i xen vao, cham choc tan thanh. Tuy nhién, mét 1an nita,
cham choc lai vo hiéu véi Caroline.
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“Nhung lam sao t6i khong nghe thdy cho duwgce. Co gai dang néi diéu gi
d6 ma toi nghe khong ra, va Ralph trd 101, giong gian dit lam, la: ‘Em yéu,
chang 1& em khong nhan ra la c6 thé 6ng gia sé cat quyén thtra ké tai san cta
anh hay sao? May nam nay 6ng dy da chan anh dén tan co roi. Thém giot
nuwdc nita la tran ly day. Chiing ta phai nhit nhit méi thi ca mdi can cau dugc,
em yéu a. Anh sé giau kéch su khi 6ng ban gia kia tir gia coi doi. Lao day
btn xin, nhwng tién ldo ay thuc sy rat nhiéu. Anh khong muén lao ay thay
doi di chiic. Em c dé ddy cho anh, dirng lo.” Tirng 16i tiing chit cta cau ay
ddy. T6i nhd khong sai mot cau. Nhung xui la lic d6 t6i giam phai mot
nhanh cay kho, nghe tiéng dong la ho nho giong roi bd di. Tat nhién lic dé
toi khong dubi theo hai nguwdi ay dwgc, nén chang nhin ra co gai dy la ai.”

“Thé thi con gi birc béi bang.” T6i no6i. “Em lai twédng chi phai chay hut
hoi dén quan Heo rtrng, vo dén quay bar lam mét ly riwgu brandy dé do xem
ca hai c6 phuc vu c6 dang lam viéc luc d6 hay khong chi.”

“C0 gai do chac chan khong phai ¢6 phuc vu nao.” Caroline dap khong do
dy. “Thuc ra, toéi ddm céa do la Flora Ackroyd, chi c6 diéu...”

“Chi c6 diéu nhw thé c6 vé vo ly.” To6i dong tinh.

“Nhung néu dé khong phadi 1a Flora thi 1a ai m&i dwgc?” Chi toi 1ap titc ra
qua mot lwgt danh sach cac c6 gai tré song quanh day, khong quén liét ké ca
mutc do hgp ly va vo ly néu ho la nhan vat ni¥ cia cau chuyén.

Canh kip lac chi ay ding lai 1ay hoi, téi vu vo vai 10i vé mot bénh nhan,
roi rut ém.

T6i dy dinh t minh dén quan Heo rirng. Gio nay han Ralph Paton da vé
dén do roi.

T6i biét Ralph rat ro, c6 1é 1a ngwoi hiéu cau ay nhat trong lang King’s
Abbot nay, bai 1€ t0i tirng biét me cau ay triedc ca khi cau ra doi, vay nén toi
nhin thiu dwgc nhitng tdm tw tham kin cta cau dy ma ngwoi ngoai khong thé
biét duwoc. O mot khia canh nao dé, Ralph 1a nan nhan hitng chiu nhitng tinh
nét khong may tot dep di truyén tir ngwoi me. Tuy khong thira hwdng théi
rwgu ché chét ngwoi, nhung bén trong cau lai ¢6 tam ly nhu nhuwge. Nhw 6ng
ban mdi quen sang nay cua t6i da nhan xét, cau dep trai dén mitc phi thwong.
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Ralph cao trén mét tdm, ngwoi can doi hoan hdo, dang vé san chac nhuw van
dong vién thé thao, da ngam nhw me cau, cing gwong mat tuan td, rdm nang
lu6n san sang nd mot nu cuwdi. Ralph Paton la kiéu ngwoi khong phai co
gang lam gi nhiéu, tv than cau da toat 1én vé hap dan véi nguwai khac. Du 16i
song c6 buodng tha va ngong cuong, khong sg troi khong sg dat, nhung cau
lai 1a mot nguwdi dé mén va ban bé cua cau thi luén hét long vi cau.

Liéu t6i co thé giap gi anh chang nay khong? T6i nghi minh c6 thé.

Sau khi héi tham & dudi quan Heo rirng va biét dugc Dai iy Paton méi vé
phong, toi di 1én phong cau va tiw dong vao phong ma khong go ctra.

Trong khoang khac, nhé ra nhitng gi minh da mat thay tai nghe, t6i e la
minh khé duwgc chao dén, nhung dau thé nao t6i cling khong dwgce t6 vé e sg
treréc mat cau ta.

“Oi, 1a bac s Sheppard dé a? That vui dugc gdp 6ng.” Ralph buéc dén
cho t6i, tay dang ra, guwong mat sang birng mét nu cuoi.

“That dung nguwoi toi mong dwgce gap gitta cai chon dia nguc tran gian
nay.”

T6i nhirdn may, “Cho nay bi lam sao?”

Cau cuoi vé chan nan, “Chuyén dai lam. Dao nay moi chuyén khong duwoc
ém dep lam, bac si a. Nhung dé ddy da, ngai uong chut gi nhé?”

“Vang, cam on.” To6i dap.

Ralph nhan chudng goi phuc vy, réi quay lai ném minh xuéng ghé. Cau
rau 11, “Néi trang ra, toi dang bi b€ tac kinh khung. Thua thiyc, t6i chang biét
minh nén lam gi tiép theo nita.”

“Co6 chuyén gi sao?” T6i hoi, ra chiéu thong cam.

“La ong cha dugng quy tha ma bat cua t6i.”

“Ong ay da 1am gi sa0?”

“Van dé khong phai la 6ng dy da lam gi, ma la 6ng dy sé lam gi.”

Phuc vu quan nghe tiéng chuong da di lén, va Ralph goi vai thitc uéng.
Khi ngwoi dan ong di ra 1an nita, cau ngoi 6m goéi thu minh trén ghé banh, vé
kho sé.
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“Chuyeén co0 thuc sy... nghiém trong khong?” Toi hoi.

Ralph gat dau.

“Lan nay thi t6i tham r6i.” Cau dap, khong hé c6 y dua.

Am diéu nghiém trong bat thuong trong giong néi cua cau ta khién toi
hiéu rang cau dang noéi that. Ma khién cho Ralph phéi lo lang thi han do
khong phai chuyén 16n binh thwong.

“Thuc ra,” cau tiép, “t6i khong thé nhin thay twong lai cudc doi minh roi
noé sé vé dau... ma thdy thi t6i cling toi.”

“Liéu toi co giup dugc...” T6i dé nghi.

Nhung cdu ta lac dau cwong quyeét.

“Ngai that tot bung, bac si a. Nhung t6i khong thé dé ngai bi 16i vao vu
nay. Lan nay t6i phai ty than van dong thoi.”

Cau im lang mot lic, roi lai 1dp lai cau noéi, bang mot giong hoi khac,
“Phai... toi phai ty than van dong thoi...”
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CHUONG 4
BUA TOI O FERNLY

Chua dén bay rudi, téi da rung chudng ctra Biét thy Fernly. Clta m@, quan
gia Parker don da don t6i bang vé trinh trong gia tao.

Do khong khi budi t6i nay that thoang dang, nén t6i da chon cach di bo
dén biét thy. T6i budc vao dai sanh vuéng rong thénh thang va Parker gitp
coi ao khoac cho toi. Ngay luc do, thv ky cta ong Ackroyd, mot anh ban tré
nha nhdn tén Raymond rdo budc qua sdnh dén phong lam viéc cia 6ng
Ackroyd, tay anh 6m du loai giay to.

“Chao budi t6i, bac si. Ong dén &n t6i sao? Hay la dén kham?”

Y sau hén anh ta 4&m chi chiéc tti den t6i m&i dit 1én chiéc ta gb soi.

Toi giai thich la dé phong ho 18 bat chot c6 ai goi bao c6 ca sinh né hay
cap ciu nao d6. Raymond gat dau roi di lam tiép viéc cta minh, néi to qua
vai, “Pi thing vao phong tiép khach nhé. Ong biét dwong ma. Quy ba va quy
cO sé xudng ngay bay gio ddy. T6i phai dem nhitng gidy to nay cho 6ng
Ackroyd, t6i sé bao luén vGi ong ay la ong da dén.”

Ong Parker da rit di noi khac tir khi Raymond xudt hién, vay nén t6i con
c6 mot minh gitta sdnh. T6i chinh lai ca vat, liéc vao chiéc gwong 16n treo
phia doi dién trong phong, do ciing chinh la ctra vao phong tiép khach.

To6i dé y thdy ngay khi minh vira xoay tay cam canh ctra, trong phong
bong vang lén mat tiéng dong ma t6i doan la tiéng dong ctra s6. Phai néi la
toi chi v6 tinh chu y thdy chi tiét nay theo thoi quen, chit khong hé nghi né
c6 y nghia gi luc ay.

T6i m@& ctra budc vao trong. Pung ldc ay, c6 Russell cling vira buée ra. Ca
hai cuing voi xin 10i.

DPay la lan dau tién t6i c6 dip nhin can mat c6 quan gia, long tham nghi
han ngay xwa co6 phai dep 1lam, ma thuc ra thoi d6 van chwa qua. Téc c6 den
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nhanh mot mau, va khi guwong mat c6 trng hong nhw Iic nay day, vé lanh
lung thwong thady dwong nhu cling tan dan di.

Chot trong dau toi tw hoi liéu c6 phai c6 Russell mGi & bén ngoai vé
khong, vi c6 dang thé hon hén nhw ngudi méi chay voi ve.

“Hinh nhu t6i dén hoi sém.” T6i ndi.

“O! T6i khong cho 1a vay. Gio' da hon bay rudi roi, bac si Sheppard a.”
Co ngirng lai mot chut roi tiép. “Toi... khong biét 1a t6i nay c6 6ng dén an
t6i. Ong Ackroyd khong hé néi vé chuyén nay.”

Qua biéu cam cua co, toi thoang cam thay hinh nhw viéc t6i dén an t6i co
khién ban than c6 hoi phat long, nhung t6i khong 1y gidi duoc tai sao.

“Pau gobi co6 sao roi.” T6i hdi tham.

“Van nhv thé, cam on bac si. Gio t6i phai di roi. Ba Ackroyd sé xudng
nha ngay thoi. T6i... t6i chi ghé qua dé kiém tra xem may lo hoa da duwgc
chwa.”

Co0 di nhanh ra, dé t6i lai mot minh trong phong. T6i ra phia ctta so, trong
dau van con lay lam la tai sao c6 Russell lai phai phan tran sy hién dién cia
cod ¢ day lam gi. Ngay khi do, t6i lai nhin thay mot chi tiét nita, (tdt nhién lan
nay toi cling chi vo tinh dé y n6 ma khong hé cé chu dich dac biét nao), la
nhitng ctra s6 trong phong dang dugc ma ra phia he. Do dé tiéng dong t6i
nghe lic nay sé khong thé 1a tiéng dong ctra dugc.

Nhéan ldc dang ranh r6i, va cling muén tam tri tam tranh xa nhitng suy
nghi chan chuwong, téi tim cach gidi tri dau 6c bang cach c6 doan xem am
thanh bi an ay la tw dau.

Tiéng than chdy lach tach trong 1o suwgi? Khong, khong giong kiéu am
thanh d6 chit nao. Tiéng déng ngan kéo cta ban lam viéc. Khong, khong
phai tiéng do.

ROi mat t6i bong bi hit vao mdt vat, ma néu t6i khong lam thi ngudi ta
goi dé la mot chiéc ta bac, hinh vudng, nap mé phia trén dinh, va qua 16p
kinh ta c6 thé thay nhitng vat dung trung bay bén trong dé. Buwdc dén gan
chiéc tu dé ngam nhin ro hon, t6i thdy bén trong la mot vai vat dung bang
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bac, mot chiéc hai tré con thudc vé vua Charles Bé Nhat, mot s6 twgng ngoc
Trung Quoc, cung kha nhiéu vat dung va do c6 chau Phi. Do mu6n xem qua
mot bifc twgng ngoc, tdéi nhac cao nap ti, nhung khong may no truwgt khoi
dau ngdén tay t6i va chiéc nap déng sam lai.

Ngay lap tic, toi nhan ra am thanh minh da nghe trudce luc bude vao. No
giong hét tiéng nguwoi ta nhe nhang can than dong nap chiéc ta bac. Da tim
duwgc dap an cho thac mac ti ndy t6i gio, toi thich chi déng mé nap mot hai
lan nita. R6i t6i m& han nap chiéc ti dé ngam nhin k§ hon nhitng vat dung
trong do.

Khi t6i dang cti xudng mai mé ngam bén trong chiéc ti m& nap thi Flora
Ackroyd budc vao phong.

Khé nhiéu nguoi khong wa Flora Ackroyd, nhung gan nhw chang c6 ai lai
khong ngudng mo c6. Va trong mét ban bé, c6 1a mot nguoi hdp dan. An
twgng manh mé dau tién cda bat ¢ ai khi lan dau gap Flora la mé6t vé dep
dén mic choang nggp. C6 s& hitu mai téc vang 6ng ding chat ving
Scandinavia. B6i mat ¢6 xanh biéc nhw nwdc bién vinh Na Uy, sang noi bat
trén lan da trang hong hao. Bo vai Flora rong va vuong van, va héng thon
manh. Va déi v4i mot bac si da chan ngay nhitng tdm than bénh tat thi dugc
trong thdy mét than hinh khée khoan hoan hao nhw vay giong nhuw liéu thudc
thodi mai tinh than.

Mot c6 gai Anh dién hinh tir dau téi chan. (Co 1€ t6i hoi c6 hu nhung t6i
nghi pham chat quy gia nay thi kho ai c6 thé sanh bang).

Flora cling dén ngam chiéc ta bac cung t6i, va té ra nghi ngo liéu cé ding
Vua Charles Dé Nhat tirng di chiéc hai tré con dé khong.

“Ma du sao,” co Flora tiép tuc, “toi thay that ngé ngan khi ngudi ta cit cao
quy hoéa nhitng vat dung gi do6 chi vi mot ong to ba 16n nao day da tirng mac
hodc dung qua. Bay gid ho con dung nhitng thit ay nita dau. Vi nhw cay bt
George Eliot tirng dung dé viét tdc pham The Mill on the Floss chang han,
néi cho cung thi dé cting chi la mot cay bit. Néu ong thuc sy yéu thich
George Eliot, sao khong mua lay mot cuon The Mill on the Floss ma doc,
nhw thé cé ré hon khong.”
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“T6i doan la co6 chang bao gio doc nhitng thi c6 dién hét thoi dy phai
khong co Flora?”

“Ong nham ro6i, bac si Sheppard a. T6i thich cuén The Mill on the Floss
vo cung.”

T6i cam thay vui vui khi nghe dwgc diéu ay. Ci¢ nhin nhitng thit ma phu
nif tré ngay nay mé man la t6i lai thay sg.

“B4c si van chwa chic mirng t6i.” Flora néi. “Ong chwa nghe tin gi sao?”

No6i doan c6 gio ban tay trai 1én, trén ngoén ap ut la mot chiéc nhan ngoc
trai dugc gia cong hét sire tinh xdo.

“T6i sap cuwdi Ralph, 6ng biét roi day.” Co tiép tuc. “Bac rat rat vui vé
chuyén nay. Ong thdy d6, sau dam cudi nay thi t6i sé thuyc sy tré thanh
nguoi trong nha.”

T6i nam lay ca hai ban tay o, n6i hét stic that long, “Co6 gai yéu mén cia
toi, t0i mong c6 hanh phuc.”

“Chung to6i da dinh hon dwgc tam mot thang roi, nhung dén hom qua mdéi
thong bao.” Flora tiép tuc bang giong hao hitng. “Bac sap lén Cross-stones,
va sé cho vg chéng ching t6i vé do song, va chiung tbi sé gia vo 1ap trang
trai sinh song & d6. Chit thyc ra, hai ching toi sé di san cd mua dong, dén
mua hoi he tiéc tung thi lai xuéng pho, réi sau do di du thuyén. Toi yéu bién.
Va tat nhién, t6i chac chan rat hitng thu v6i cac cong chuyén trong gido xi,
va tham dy day da cac Cudc hop cua nhitng ba Me.”

Ngay lic do, ba Ackroyd hét hai bwdc vao, miéng xin 16i khong ngdt vi
xuong tré.

No6i thé nay that khong phai, nhwng thu thwe 1a t6i chang wa ba Ackroyd
chiat nao. Nguwoi ba rat la xwong v6i rang cung du thi trang sic vong veo
deo trén nguwoi. Mot phu nit trong kho wa nhat tran doi. Po6i mat ba xanh lot
lat, lanh 180 va nho ti hi. Ngay ca nhitng khi ba c6 gang lam ra vé hitng tha
v6i cau chuyén gi dé bang am diéu cao vt gia 1a, doi mat ay van chi phong
di anh nhin do xét lanh lung dén doi phuwong.
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T6i bwdc dén chao ba, dé co Flora lai mot minh bén ctra s6. Ba Ackroyd
chia ban tay du loai xwong xau va nhan vé phia t6i, va miéng bat dau lién
thoang.

Nao la t6i da nghe vé 1é dinh hon chwa nhi? That la xitng doi vira Itta qua
phai khong? Doi tré da yéu nhau ngay tr cai nhin dau tién day. That 1a mot
cap doi hoan hdo, nam that thanh ma nt cling that tu.

“Bac Si Sheppard yéu quy a, t6i khong biét n6i sao cho ong hiéu hét sy
nhe nhom trong long nguwdi me nay.”

N6i r6i ba Ackroyd budng tiéng thé phao, té y minh hoa cho noi long
nguwoi me ma minh vira dé cap, trong khi d6i mat van khong quén xody vao
toi dam dam.

“Toi c6 y nay khong biét c6 phdi la phién qua khong. Béi 6ng 1a chd than
tinh 1du nam cua bac Roger yéu dau nha ching t6i. Ching t6i biét la 6ng ay
coi trong y kién cua 6ng dén mic nao. Toi du sao cling chi la mot ba qua
phu cta ong Cecil dang thvong, nén ciling kho an kho noi. Nhung nay ching
toi dang gap chut chuyén, may thit tai san thira ké ay ma, 6ng ciing biét day.
Toi tin Roger chac chan sé dé lai cho chau Flora yéu quy chit tai san, nhung
ma ong cling biét day, ong dy c6 phan hoi hoi chat ché chuyén tién bac. T6i
da c6 nghe dé ciing la chuyén hét sitc binh thwong cia cac 6ng trum trong
nghé thoi. T6i ty héi, liéu 6ng c6 thé dé cap véi ong ay vé chu dé nay
khong? Chau Flora von rat quy 6ng. Me con ching t6i du méi biét ong dugc
hai ndm nay nhung déu coi 6ng la cho ban bé than thiét.”

Bai do ngot ctia ba Ackroyd bi cat giita chitng khi canh cira phong tiép
khach mé ra lan nita. T6i mirng tham vi da cudi cung cling c6 nguoi chen
ngang. Ban tinh t6i von ghét phai xen vao chuyén cta nguwdi khac, va tat
nhién t6i chang dai ma da dong van dé thtra ké cta Flora tridc mat Ackroyd.
Gid ma khong c6 ai xen vao, chac toi da phai néi thang diéu nay vai ba
Ackroyd.

“Ngai chac biét Thiéu ta Blunt phai khong, bac si?”

“Vang, sao lai khong ch¢!” Toi dap.
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Rét nhiéu ngwoi biét Hector Blunt, hay it nhat ciing ti'ng nghe danh 6ng
mot 1an. Ong ta nédi tiéng vi tai sin bin & nhitng noi diéu kién khic nghiét,
va bo suu tap thu ritng 6ng ha guc dugc t6i tin cé 1€ khé ai sanh bang. Khi ai
d6 nhac dén o6ng dy, moi nguoi sé dap: “Blunt? C6 phai cai ong chuyén san
tha 16n khong?”

Tinh ban gitta hai con nguwdoi hoan toan khac biét nhw Blunt va Ackroyd
ludn khién t6i khé hiéu. Hector Blunt c6 1é tré hon Ackroyd tam nam tudi va
cd hai két ban tir hoi con tré. Du cudc song sau nay c6 day hai ngudi troi dat
xa nhau, nhung tinh ban dy van lu6n vitng bén theo thai gian. Ct khoang hai
nam mot 1an, Blunt lai danh niva thang & Fernly, va minh chitng cho tinh ban
vinh ctru gitta hai ngudi chinh 1a chiéc dau thd khong 16 va dan sitng vi dai
trng @ ctra chinh da khién ai budc qua cling phéi nguwéc nhin sitng so.

Blunt budc vao phong, dang di riéng biét, thodi mai, nhung van nhe
nhang, 6ng ta cao tam thwéc, nguwoi trang kién, va kha chac nich. Gwong mat
ong sam dén mic twdng nhw bi bam, va dac biét cac nét trén dé luén danh
lai khéng chut biéu cam. P6i mat xam cua 6ng khién nguoi ta twong nhw
ong liic nao ciing dang nhin vé noi ndo d6 rat xa xam. Ong rat kiém 10, va
néu c6 m@ miéng thi cling chi ndi nhat girng, nhw thé nhitng chir dy bat dac
di bi ép roi ra khoi miéng ong vay.

Théy toi, 6ng cat tiéng chao bing kiéu giat cuc thudng thdy: “Ong khée
chit, Sheppard?” Chang dgi doi phuwong dap lai, ong budc thang dén tredc 1o
swdi va giwvong doi mat mo mang nhin xuyén qua ching t6i, nhuw thé 6ng
md&i bat gap diéu gi do hay ho dang xdy ra tai x* Timbuctoo ¢ Tay Phi xa
X0i.

“Thiéu ta Blunt, t6i dang mong duwgc nghe ngai ké vé nhitng chuyén &
Chau Phi. Tb6i chac la ngai biét hét tat ca moi thit & do.”

Toi ti'ng nghe nguwoi ta ké Hector Blunt la ké ghét phu nit, nhung toi 1y
lam la trwdc thai do sot sang cia 6ng khi ra ditng cung Flora bén chiéc ban
t bac. Ca hai ngwoi ho cung cidi xudng chiéc tu.

E la ba Ackroyd sé lai bat dau néi vé chuyén thira ké, t6i voi 16i vu giong
dau méi doc trén t¢ Daily Mail sang nay ra binh pham. Ba Ackroyd di nhién
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chang c6 chut y niém gi vé chuyén lam vwon, tuy vay ba ta van thich lam ra
vé minh biét tudt, va rang ba ciling c6 doc to Daily Mail. Chuing t6i chuyén
tro kha s6i noi cho dén khi Ackroyd va vién thw ky cung vao phong, va ngay
sau do6 ong Parker thong béo bita t6i bat dau.

Vao ban, t6i dugc sap xép ngbi gitta ba Ackroyd va co Flora. Blunt ngo6i
phia tay bén kia ctia ba Ackroyd, roi dén Geourey Raymond ngoi canh ong
ay.

Bita toi khong dwgc vui vé lam. Ackroyd t6 rd vé that than. Nhin 6ng vo
cung khon kho va gan nhw chang an dugc gi. Rut cuc ba Ackroyd, Raymond
va toi danh c6 gilt nhip tro chuyén sudt t6i. Flora dwong nhw cling bi tam
trang sau nao cua o6ng bac lam cho dnh huwéng, con Blunt lai trd vé théi lam
1i thwong thay.

Ngay sau bita to6i, Ackroyd vong tay qua canh tay tdi va dwa toi sang
phong lam viéc ctia 6ng ay.

“Sau khi ca phé dugc bung 1én, chiing ta sé khong bi lam phién lan nita.”
Ong giai thich. “T6i di din Raymond canh chitng khéng cho ai qudy ray
ching ta n6i chuyén.” Toi bi mat tham do diéu bo ctr chi cua Ackroyd. R6
rang ong ta dang chiu kich dong tinh than dit doi. Ong ta cit di di lai lai
trong phong, cho dén khi Parker budc vao véi khay ca phé trén tay, 6ng chu
biét thw nay m@&i ngéi phich xuéng, tha nguwdi lot thdm trong chiéc ghé banh
trede 1o suoi.

Khong gian can phong lam viéc rat dé chiu. Mot bén bitc twong dwgc cac
gia sach ké kin. Ghé ngoi c& 16n va boc da xanh sam. Bén ctta s6 la chiéc
ban gidy rong vdi du loai gidy t0 dwgc phan loai va sap x€ép gon gang trén
do6. Trong phong con cé thém mot chiéc ban tron dé tap chi va bao thé thao.

“Dao gan day cwt sau bita an la t6i bi con dau da day hanh ha, bita nao
cling vay.” Ackroyd binh than ndi khi tu tay 1dy cho minh mot tach ca pheé.
“T6i can 6ng ké thém cho t6i may loai thudc ctia 6ng.”

Nhéan ra Ackroyd dang muén déng kich v6i man tham kham sitc khée
nay, toi cling tung hing theo, “T6i cling cho la thé. Téi c6 dem mot it theo
day.”
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“Tét 1dm. Ong dwa toi ludn di.”

“T6i dé trong cap ngoai sanh roi. Dé t6i ra 14y.”

Ackroyd ngan lai, “Khong can phién thé. Parker sé di lay. Anh 14y cdp cua
bac si giup toi duvgc khong?”

“T6i lay ngay day, thwa ngai.”

Dgi Parker rtt ra ngoai, toi toan m@ miéng noi thi Ackroyd gio tay len,
“Chwa dau. DBoi da. Ong khong thay tdi bay gid van chwa kip hoan hén dugc
day sao?”

Di nhién toi thay r6é diéu ay, nhung trong long bat dau cam thay but rit
khong yén, dau don dap khong biét bao nhiéu suy doan.

Tuy vay Ackroyd tiép tuc ngay sau d6, “Ong c6 thé kiém tra lai xem ctva
sO kia da dong kin chwa, dwge khong?”

Hoi ngac nhién nhung t6i van ditng day va di vé phia ctra s6. Riéng canh
ctra nay khong phai la dang cira day, ma la loai trwgt thong thwong. Cap rém
nhung xanh da déng, nhung phan trén ctra van con ma.

Trong khi t6i con dang loay hoay bén ctra, thi Parker da budc vao véi
chiéc cap trong tay.

“On r6i.” T6i néi, doan budc vao giita phong.

“Ong da cai then chwa?”

“Roi, roi. Co chuyén gi vdi ong vay, Ackroyd?”

Lic nay Parker da ra khéi phong va dong ctta, néu khong t6i da chang vao
chuyén ngay nhu thé.

Ackroyd im lang mot lic méi cét tiéng tra 10i, “T6i dang song trong dia
nguc.” Ong cham rdi. “Khong, khong can dé tAm dén mdy cai thit thu6c chét
tiét d6 dau. Toi chi ndi thé cho Parker nghe théi. Pam gia nhan rat hay toc
mach. Lai day ngoi di. Ctra phong ciling da déng roi phai khong?”

“Péng r6i. Khong ai nghe 16m duwgc dau. Bing lo lang qua nhuw thé.”

“Sheppard, khong ai biét dugc toi da trdi qua nhitng gi trong hai tuw tiéng
dong hé qua dau. T6i cam thay nhu tat cd nhitng gi minh c6 da tan tanh
thanh tro bui. Chuyén nay cua Ralph chi la giot nwdc lam tran ly thoi.
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Nhung chiing ta sé khong ban viéc d6 bay gio. Van dé nam & cho khac, hoan
toan khac! To6i chang biét lam gi bay gio. Ma t6i phai s6m dwa ra quyét
dinh.”

“Chuyén rac roi dé la gi vay?”

Ackroyd lang di vai phut. T6i cAm thdy duong nhw 6ng ay dang chon lwa
ting chit dé bat dau cau chuyén. Bén khi 6ng dy chiu m& miéng, thi do lai la
mot cau héi hét sitc bat ngd, hoan toan nam ngoai du tinh cta t6i.

“Sheppard, ong da cham so6c bénh tinh cho Ashley Ferrars triéc khi ong
ay chét ding khong?”

“Pung vay.”

Ackroyd lai khé nhoc chon loc cau chit cho cau héi th& hai, “Ong c6 bao
gio nghi ngo, hay chi thodng nghi rang... rang éng ay c6 thé da bi dau doc
khong?”

bén luwot t6i lang ngwdi mat mot lic. Cubi cung, sau khi da quyét dinh
dugc nhitng 101 minh sé no6i, t6i mdi 1én tiéng. Du sao Roger Ackroyd ciling
khong phai la Caroline.

“T6i sé thanh that véi ong. Trwdc day t6i khong hé may may nghi ngo gi,
nhung ké tir khi... trong mét lan hai chi em t6i ng6i néi chuyén véi nhau,
chi rat nhitng thi¢ trén troi dwdi dat thoi, thé roi chi ay vo tinh dé cap dén
chuyén nay, tir do6 td6i méi bat dau suy nghi vé kha nang dau doc. Pau éc t6i
dén gio van chwa dit ra dugc. Nhung ciing phai nhac 6ng luén day chi la
nghi ngo khong c6 co s6.”

“Ong 4y dudng 1a bi dau doc.” Ackroyd néi, giong ndo né.

“Ai lam cg?” Toi kinh ngac.

“V0Q cua 6ng ay.”

“Lam sao ong biét?”

“Chinh ba ay néi véi t6i.”

“Khi nao?”

“Hom qua! Chua t6i! M6i hom qua day thoi! Ma c& nhu ca thap ky da tr6i
qua vay.”
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Toi kién nhan chd doi Ackroyd tiép tuc, “Ong phai hiéu chuyén nay,
Sheppard, nhitng gi toi dang noi voi ong la bi mat. Khong ai ngoai chung ta
dwgc biét cd. Toi can 10i khuyén ctia 6ng, mot minh t6i khong du sttc chong
trd noi cd soc nay. Nhw toi mGi néi day, téi chang biét nén lam gi.”

“Ong c6 thé ké lai dau dudi cau chuyén cho tdi dugc khong?” Toi néi.
“T6i van chwa hiéu at giap gi. Vi cd gi ma ba Ferrars lai thd nhan v&i 6ng?”

“La thé nay, ba thang trudc to6i c6 héi cudi ba Ferrars, nhung ba ay twr
choi. Sau do toi cau hon lan nita va ba ay wng thuan, nhung lai khong cho
phép t6i cong bd rong rai 1é dinh hon nay, ma phai dgi dén khi ba ay doan
tang chong xong. Hom qua t6i c6 nhac ba dy rang dén nay da mot nam ba
tuan ké tr khi chong ba dy qua doi, vay nén khong con diéu gi can trd ching
toi cong bo rong rai 1é dinh hon nay nita. May ngay nay toi ciing c6 dé y
thay ba Ferrars cw xit hét sitc ky la. Thé roi bong dung, ngay lic do, ba ay
bong khéc oa 1én. Ba Ferrars, ba ay no6i hét moi chuyén véi téi. Vé néi cam
thu ngudi chong vii phu cda ba dy, tinh yéu ngay mét 16n cta ba dy danh cho
t0i, va cd... va hanh dong khung khiép ma ba ay da lam. Bau doc! Troi oi!
Mot vu giét nguwoi mau lanh.”

T6i nhin thdy vé ghé tdm pha lan kinh hai hién ro trén guwong mat cua
Ackroyd. Va nhu vay titc 1a ba Ferrars han ciing da nhin thay phéan ng nay.
Ackroyd khong phai la kiéu ngwdi tinh vi dai, san sang tha thi¥ tit ca vi tinh
yéu. Du sao di nita, 6ng dy cling thuéc mau nguwoi song cé phép tac. Vi tat
ca nhitng pham chat ditng dan, lwong thién va khuon phép ay, chac chan 6ng
da hoan toan quay lwng vGi ba Ferrars ngay ti gidy phut sy that ay duwgc tiét
10.

“Phdi.” Ackroyd ti€ép tuc, bang giong tram déu. “Ba ay da thu thuc hét
moi chuyén. Va hinh nhw da cé ai dé cling nam dwgc chan twéng s viéc nay
va tim moi cach de doa tong tién ba ay vdi cai gia khong 16. Vi bi bic ép
qua mic ma ba dy da nhw hoa dién hoa dai.”

“Han ta la ai vay?” Toi hoi.

Vira ditt 161, tredc mat toi chgt hién ra hinh anh khi Ralph Paton va ba
Ferrars cung séng budc. Dau hai ngudi ké sat. Tim tdi chgt run 1én vi sg hai.
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Co6 1€ nao... troi oi! Nhung khong thé nhw thé dwge. T6i nhd lai 16i cw x@
thang than bdc trwe ctia Ralph khi chao t6i, mé&i chiéu nay day thoi. That ngd
ngan!

“Ba dy khong chiu néi tén ctia han ta cho t6i biét.” Ackroyd van cham rai
nodi. “Ma thuc ra, ba dy khong néi dé la dan 6ng. Nhung tat nhién...”

“Tat nhién lam nhitng viéc nhw thé thi phai la dan 6ng r6i.” T6i dong tinh.
“Ong khong nghi ngd bat 1t ai sa0?”

Thay cho cau tra 16i, Ackroyd chi rén 1én mét tiéng va guc dau xuéng hai
ban tay.

“Khong thé thé dugc.” Ong ta 1am bam. “Chi nghi dén théi 1a t6i muén
phat dién r6i. Khong, t6i khong thé néi v4i 6ng cai y nghi nghi ngo dién ro
da 16e ra trong dau t6i khi ay. Nhung t6i sé ndi ong hay diéu nay. C6 doi cho
trong 101 ba dy noi khién t6i tin rang ké dé c6 thé dang & cung t6i dwdi mot
mai nha nay ddy... nhung khong thé nhuw vay duwgc. Han t6i da hiéu sai 10i
ba dy n6i.”

“Ong da noi gi v6i ba Ferrars?” Tdi héi.

“T6i con néi duwgc gi nita? Tat nhién la ba ay da chitng kién toan bd noi
kinh hoang hién trén mat t6i. Va roi con van deé nita, d6 la trach nhiém cuaa
t6i trong vu nay. Ong ciing thdy roi ddy, ba dy da bién t6i thanh ké dong 16a
sau khi ké ra s that nay. T6i dam ca la ba ay da tru tinh tat cad nhitng diéu
nay trudc ca toi. T6i choang vang ca dau oc, bac si a. Ba ay con van xin t6i
cho ba ay hai mwoi tu tiéng, va budc toi hiva la tir gio dén luc d6 khong duoc
lam gi ca, va van nhat quyét khong cho t6i biét tén cta ké vo lai da ham doa
tong tién ba dy. Co6 1€ Ferrars lo s@ la t6i sé dén thang d6 va nén cho han mét
tran, ma nhw thé khac nao nhw dé thém dau vao lira. Ba dy con cam doan véi
toi la t6i sé sém nghe tin bao tir ba dy trong vong chwa day hai muoi tw gio.
Troi oi! Toi thé véi ong, Sheppard, toi khong hé nghi la ba dy dinh lam
chuyén dai dot nhw thé. Ty van! Va chinh t6i la ké da day ba ay dén budc
duong do.”

“Khong, khong.” Tbi voi trdn an. “Ding suy dién vo 1y 1én nhw thé. Ong
hoan toan khong c6 16i gi trong cai chét cia ba Ferrars.”
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“Van dé bay gio la toi sé phai lam gi day? Nguoi phu nit dang thuwong ay
da chét. Thé con can dao bdi lai chuyén cii nita lam gi?”

“T0i cling cho la vay.” Toi tan thanh.

“Nhung van con mot van dé nita. Lam thé nao dé t6i lan ra dwoc tén vo lai
da day ba ay dén cho chét? Han hanh ha Ferrars nhw vay cling chang khac
nao giét chét ba ay. Han tr dau da biét dwoc toi ac nay, va lap tiic bam vao
do6 dé gid tro truc 1gi ban thiu. Ba dy da phadi trd gia cho nhitng gi minh lam.
L& nao han lai dwgc ung dung séng dén cudi doi hay sao?”

“Tdi hiéu.” T6i tir tén. “Y dng mudn truy lung hin bing dwgc? Nhu thé sé
chang khac nao bitt mét s@i day ma dong ca rirng day.”

“Pung vay, t6i cling da nghi dén diéu nay. Trong dau t6i cling da suy di
tinh lai bao lan ro6i.”

“T6i dong y v6i ong la ké tha ac phai bi trirtng phat, nhung chiing ta cling
phai can trong tinh todn dén nhitng hé luy di kém nita.”

Ackroyd ditng day, di di lai lai trong phong, roi lai nhanh chéong ngoi
xubng chiéc ghé banh.

“Thé nay di Sheppard, cit tam dé nguyén tinh hinh nhw thé nay. Néu qua
thwe khéng thay 10i nhan nao cda ba ay, thi ching ta sé dé tat ca nhitng
chuyén khong hay nay yéen nghi. ”

“Ong n6i 161 nhan ctia ba 4y nhuw thé 1a y gi?” T6i to mo. “Khéng hiéu sao
linh tinh t6i c@ mach bao rang ba ay chac chan cé dé lai cho t6i mot 10i
nhan, & dau dé hodc bang cach nao do, trwdc khi ra di. Toi khong thé 1y giai
dwgc, nhung chac chan la c6.”

To6i lac dau, hoi, “Nhung ba ay dau cé dé lai thw tr hay bat c 16i nhan
gi?”

“Sheppard, t6i chac nhw dinh déng c6t l1a ba dy c6 lam vay. Ma chwa hét,
toi c6 linh cam la ba ay da cha dong chon 14y cai chét dé boc tran toan bo
chuyén nay ra anh sang, giong nhu mot cach tra thu ké da day ba ay vao
tuyét vong vay. Toi tin la néu minh c6 thé gap ba ay khi do, han ba ay sé néi
cho toi biét tén ctia han va yéu cau téi doc hét sitc ma cho han mot tran.”
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Roi Ackroyd nhin thing vao mit t6i, “Ong khong tin vao linh cam sao?”

“O c6 chi, tdi tin, theo mdt mitc do nao d6 thi c6. Néu qua ding la c6 15i
nhan tir ba ay, nhw 6ng da néi thé...” T6i chitng lai. Canh ctta phong mé ém
ru khong mot tiéng dong va Parker buwdc vao, trén tay la mot chiéc khay c6
vai burc thu trén do.

“Thuw cho buéi t6i, thira ngai.” Ong ta néi rdi trao khay cho Ackroyd.

Truwdce khi rit ém, 6ng quan gia con kip thu don cac tach ca phé da dung
xong.

Sau mot hoi lo dang tam tri vi mai quan sat Parker, t6i quay tr@ vé vGi
Ackroyd. Nhung lic nay trong ong ta nhw bi hoa da, mat dan chat vao mot
phong thu xanh dai, tay chgt buéng thong khién nhitng 1a thw con lai roi
xudng san. Ong ta run ray thi thim, “La chit ctia ba dy. Chic chin dém qua
ba dy da ra ngoai va guri nd, ngay trudce khi... trwde khi...”

Khong kip néi not cau, Ackroyd voi xé phong bi thw va rit ra mét xap
gidy day. Ong ngang phit 1én, “Ong chic 1a da déng ctia s6 chira?”

“Chac chan.” To6i ngac nhién. “Sao vay?”

“Ca bubi to6i hom nay t6i c6 cam giac rat la la minh dang bi theo doi rinh
mo. Cai gi vay...”

Ackroyd quay ngoat lai. Toi cling quay theo. Ca hai déu cé cam twdng da
nghe thdy am thanh phat ra ti then cita, rat khé. T6i buwdc thang ra va mé
han ctra. Khong c6 ai ngoai do.

“Than hon &t than tinh.” Ackroyd 1dm bdm mot minh. Ong mé tap gidy
day trén tay, va khé doc 1én:

Roger yéu ddu ctuia em,

Giét nguoi la phdi dén mang. Em hiéu dugc diéu dy, em dd nhin thdy
cdu noi nay hdn ro trén guong mdt anh chiéu nay. Nén em quyét dinh
sé chon cdnh ctra duy nhdt con mé ra cho em. Viéc trirng phat ké da
day doa cudc séng ctia em nhv dia nguc tran gian suét mét ndm qua,
em danh dé lai cho anh. Em da khong thé noi tén ké do cho anh biét
chiéu nay, nhung em quyét dinh sé néi cho anh ngay bdy gio. Em khong
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c6 con cdi hay ho hang thdn thich nao dé phdi lo ldng, vdy nén anh
dirmg so cong khai toan bo cdu chuyén nay cho duw ludn biét. Em chi
mong anh, Roger, Roger yéu ddu hét muc ctia em, co thé tha thit cho
nhirng lam 16i ma em dd bat anh phdi ganh chiu, khi chuyén da ra co
s nay, em rot cuoc lai khong thé tu minh chéng choi. ..

Ackroyd vuot ngon tay 1én to gidy dé lat sang trang tiép, va chgt ngung
bat.

“Sheppard, thi 16i cho t6i, nhung t6i phéi doc birc thw nay mot minh.”
Giong ong ta run rdy. “Bitc thw nay viét chi cho riéng minh t6i doc, chi t6i
doc ma thoi.”

N6i doan ong dut la the vao trong phong bi va dat lén trén ban.

“Hay dé né sau, khi t6i con mét minh.”

“Ay dirng,” t6i hap tap thot 1én, “doc né bay gid di.”

Ackroyd nhin t6i cham cham, thoang chut ngac nhién. “Xin 6ng thit 16i.”

Toi d6 mit. “Y t6i khong phai 1a doc thw 1én cho t6i nghe. Ma 1a hay doc
no khi téi con ¢ day.”

Ackroyd lac dau.

“Khong, t6i dgi thi hon.”

Nhung khong hiéu vi sao, troi xui dat khién thé nao, toi lai tiép tuc thic
giuc, “ft nhat hay doc dén dén tén caa ké do.”

Gio thi ong Ackroyd t6 ra cuc ky kién quyét. Cang thic 6ng ta lam gi,
ong ay cang quyét liét chong do6i. Tat ca nhitng ly 1€ cta t6i déu vo ich.

Bttc thv dén tay 6ng ay dwgc mudi phut thi toi budc ra, dé ong ban lai
mot minh. Lic nay dong ho da chi chin gio kém muwdi, va birc thw van chwa
duwgc doc hét. Ngap ngirng dat tay 1én tay cam canh cita, t6i ngodi nhin lai va
tham hoi liéu minh con diéu gi dang ra phai lam nhung t6i chwa thyc hién
hay khong. Sau mot hoi chang nghi thém dwgce diéu gi, téi danh lac dau di
ra, dong canh ctra lai phia sau lung minh.
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Parker xuat hién ngay gan dé lam t6i giat ndy. Nhin vé mat luéng cudng
xau ho cta 6ng ta, t6i nghi ngay ga quan gia nay da nghe trém sau canh ctra
nay gio.

Guong mat 6ng ta béo mup, bong nhay va banh choe, va hién ro trong anh
méit cia 6ng ta c6 diéu gi do rat gian xao. T6i lanh lung, “Ong Ackroyd dic
biét khong muén bi quay ray lic nay. Ong &y c6 bao t6i din anh nhw vay.”

“Chac chan, thwa ngai. T6i... t6i twdng minh nghe thdy tiéng chuong goi.”

L&i néi doi ranh ranh. T6i chang bu6n dap lai. Dan t6i ra dai sanh, Parker
giup toi khoac ao ngoai, va m@ ctra tha téi vao gitta man dém tich mich.
Trang da bi may che khuat, dé mac béng t6i bao trum Ién van vat xung
quanh.

Chiéc dong ho 16n trén thap nha tho lang diém ding chin gio khi t6i buwdc
qua gac canh & cong 16n. T6i ré trai di vé phia lang va suyt nita dam sam vao
nguoi dan ong dang di theo huéng nguoc lai.

“Pi 16i nay dén Biét thy Fernly phai khong 6ng?” Ga la mdt hoi bang
giong khan duc.

T6i nhin anh ta. Pau anh ta doi sum sup chiéc mi che khuat déi mat, va
c6 4o thi dung 1én. T6i gan nhw chang nhin dwgce ré mat, nhung hinh nhw
anh ta con tré, cach néi nang c6 phan coc can va tho 10.

“Cong gac canh vao ngay day.” T6i dap.

“Cam on 6ng.” Anh ta ngap ngirng mot chut, r6i néi nhw c6 y giai thich
thém, du ro rang khong can thiét. “T6i khong quen khu nay lam, 6ng ciling
thay day.”

Poan anh ta buéc tiép, bé toi ditng lai nhin theo dén khi anh ta mat hut
sau canh cong l6n.

That ky la, giong néi ctia anh ta ggi nhac t6i dén giong cta ai d6 ma t6i
nghi mai khong ra.

Muoi phtt sau t6i vé dén nha. Caroline hét sitc hiéu ky khi thay t6i c6 mat
¢ nha s6m nhw vay. To6i danh phai bia ra mot su ¢6 nao dé da xay ra t6i hom
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nay dé 1ap liém cho chi dy vira long, nhwng t6i van c6 cam giac gwong gao
nhuv thé dang bi chi ay soi thau bang cai kinh hién vi trong dau chi.

Pong ho diém muoi gio, tdi ditng day, vion vai ngap, va de nghi di ngu.
Caroline dong y.

HOm do 1a thi Sau, va nhw moi khi, buoi t6i toi 1én gio dong ho trong khi
Caroline dich than di kiém tra xem gia nhan trong nha da khoéa chét nha bép
dén noi dén chon chua.

Pén muoi giod muwoi lam, hai chi em bat dau 1én lau vé phong. T6i vira
m&i dat chan 1én bac cudi cau thang thi dién thoai dwdi sanh reo.

“C06 khi ba Bates gap chuyén.” Caroline 1ap tirc suy doan.

“Em e la thé.” To6i rau ri dap.

T6i chay xudng cau thang va nghe may, “Cai gi co?” Téi néi. “Cai gi? Tat
nhién, t6i dén ngay lap tiéc.”

Dap may. T6i lao ngugc 1én lau, vo 1ay cdp, nhét voi it quan ao ngoai vao,
roi vira chay vira hét 1én vai Caroline.

“Parker goi. Tt Fernly. Ho md&i phat hién ra 6ng Roger Ackroyd bi giét.”
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CHUONG 5
GIET NGUOI

T6i lao vao trong xe va phéng thang dén Fernly. Vira téi noi, t6i nhdy ra va
kéo chudong don dap. Khong thay ai tra 161, t6i lai rung chudng lan nita.

Tiép sau d6 la tiéng day xich lach cach va Parker hién ra sau canh ctra md,
mat van khong chit cam xuc.

Toi lach qua ong ta, xong vao dai sanh.

“Ong ay dau?” Tai hoi git.

“Xin 16i ngai vira néi gi?”

“Ong chu cta anh. Ong Ackroyd. Diing ditng d6 givong mét nhin t6i.
Anh da bao canh sat chwa?”

“Canh sat sao, thira ngai? Sao ngai lai nhac dén canh sat?” Parker nhin toi
chong choc nhuw thé t6i dang bi ma quy phuwong nao nhap vao.

“Anh bi lam sao thé, Parker? Anh vira méi bao t6i la 6ng chu cua anh bi
giét hai...”

Parker ha héc miéng, “Ong chu t6i? Bi giét hai? Khong thé ndo, thuwa
ngai!”

Gio thi dén lwgt t6i nhin chong choc.

“Khong phai anh goi t6i sao, chwa day nam phit triedc, bao t6i 1a cac anh
phat hién 6ng Ackroyd da bi giét?”

“T6i w, thwa ngai? Oi qua tinh 1a khong, thwa ngai. Toi c6 ngi mao cling
khong lam vay.”

“Y anh day 1a trd lita sao? Vay la 6ng Ackroyd hoan toan vo sy?”

“Xin phép ngai cho toi hoi, ngudi goi cho ngai c6 dung tén toi khong?”

“Chinh xac nhitng gi t6i nghe khi ndy la: ‘D6 c6 phai bac si Sheppard
khong? La Parker, quan gia & Fernly day a. Ngai c6 thé dén day ngay lap tic
duge khong? Ong Ackroyd da bi giét hai.””
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T6i va Parker nhin nhau ngo ngac.

“That 1a mot tro dua ac y, thwa ngai.” Cudi cung 6ng ta cting chiu lén
tiéng, giong khong gidu n6i bang hoang. “Chang hiéu ngwoi ta nghi gi ma lai
dua kiéu do.”

“Ong Ackroyd dau?” Tdi chot héi.

“T6i cho rang van trong phong lam viéc, thra ngai. Ba va c6 da di nghi,
Thiéu ta Blunt va 6ng Raymond dang & phong bida.”

“Chac t6i sé ghé vao gdp ong ay mot chuit.” To6i noi. “T6i biét la 6ng ay
khong muon bi qudy ray lan nita, nhwng cai tro dua ky cuc nhw that nay c
lam t6i thay trong long khong yén. T6i chi muon chac chan la 6ng dy khong

»

sao.

“Chac chan r6i, thra ngai. Toi cling thay hoi bat an. Néu ngai khong phan
doi, toi co thé di cing ngai dén ctta dugc khong, thwa ngai...?”

“Khong van dé gi.” Téi tan thanh. “C di cung ludn di.” T6i bang qua
canh ctta bén tay phai, Parker noi gét. Ca hai cuing di vao hanh lang nhé dan
dén day cau thang hep, 1én lau va di qua phong ngt ctia Ackroyd, cudi cung
g0 cwra phong lam viéc.

Khoéng ai tra 10i. T6i xoay tay cam ctta, nhung ctta da khoa.

“Cho phép t06i, thwa ngai.” Parker noi.

ROi rat nhanh nhen, bat ké than hinh nang né, 6ng ta quy sup xudng va ap
mat vao 16 khéa.

“Chia van tra trong 6, thua ngai.” Ong &y néi khi ding day. “Khoa trong.
Chac 6ng Ackroyd ty khéa ctra va c6 1€ da thiu thiu nga quén.”

Toi cui xubng dé kiém tra 1oi Parker noi.

“Co vé thé that, nhing chang sao, Parker a, toi van sé danh thitc 6ng chu
cta anh day. Néu con chwa dugc nghe chinh miéng 6ng Ackroyd néi la 6ng
ay khong sao thi t6i chwa thé yén tam ra vé dugce.”

No6i la lam, t6i van van tay cam va goi to, “Ackroyd, Ackroyd, m& ctra
cho toi chut.”
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Nhung van khong tiéng tra 1oi. T6i liéc qua vai, lwdng lw, “T6i khong
muon kinh dong ca nha.”

Hiéu y, Parker budc ra va dong canh cira tir dai sdnh ma ching t6i méi di
vao luc nay.

“T6i nghi gio khong sao roi, thra ngai. Phong bida & phia bén kia toa nha,
ca khu bép va phong ngut cua ba va c6 nita.”

Toi gat dau. Roi t6i dap ctra thinh thinh lan nita, sau d6 phu phuc xuéng,
gan nhu hét qua 16 khéa, “Ackroyd, Ackroyd! T6i Sheppard day. Cho t6i

»

vao.

Van im lang. Khong hé c6 dau hiéu cir dong nao bén trong can phong
khéa kin. T6i va Parker nhin nhau.

“Nghe day Parker.” T6i néi. “T6i sé pha canh cita nay, ma tot nhat la ca
hai ching ta cung lam. TGi va dau t6i chju.”

“Néu ngai da noi vay.” Parker dap, van hai ban tin ban nghi.

“T6i nobi that ddy. Toi thue suw lo 6ng Ackroyd da gap chuyén chang lanh.”

T6i nhin quanh mot lwgt khap hanh lang, va nhac 1dy mot chiéc ghé go
1én. Parker va t6i moi nguwoi cam mot dau, bat dau phang manh vao 6 khoa.
Mot lan, hai lan, roi ba lan. Pén cu dap thi¢ ba, ca hai da lao bé chitng vao
trong phong.

Ackroyd van ng6i nguyén nhu khi t6i roi di, trén ghé banh, trwdc 10 suwdi.
bau 6ng guc sang mot bén, va hién roé ngay dudi co6 4o 6ng la mot manh kim
loai sang bong, dam ngap vao do.

Toi va Parker budc dén gan bén co thé do nghiéng, ong quan gia sitng so,
miéng ngap ngap nhw bi hut hoi, “Bi dam tir ding s... au. Ong ta thi tham.
That kinh khing...”

R6i 6ng ta 16i khan mui xoa ra, lau chiéc tran 1dm tdm mo6 héi, doan rén
rén vuon tay dinh cham vao can dao.

“Anh khong dugce dung vao do.” Toi gat 1én. “Goi cho don canh sat ngay
di. Bao vai ho chuyén vira xdy ra. Sau d6 néi cho 6ng Raymond va Thiéu ta
Blunt biét.”
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“Lam ngay day, thva ngai.”

Parker hét hai chay ra, tay van khong ngirng lau tran wét.

T6i bat tay vao lam cong viéc ctia minh. T6i dac biét can than khong lam
xao tron tw thé cda thi thé va hoan toan khong cham dén con dao. Gid ma rt
no ra thi ciing vo ich. Ackroyd ro rang da chét dwgc mot ltc.

R6i tir bén ngoai chot vong vao tiéng cia cau Raymond tré tudi, day
khiép so va bang hoang, “Ong néi sao ca? Oi! Khong thé thé dugc! Ong bac
si dau ro6i?”

Anh ta xong x6c vao, ditng chét sitng bén ctra, mat trang béch. Mot canh
tay hién ra tir phia sau, day anh ta sang mot bén, va Hector Blunt lach qua
Raymond, buéc thang vao trong phong.

“Qi Chta t6i.” Giong Raymond vang 1én phia sau. “Dtng la thé that roi.”

Blunt buwdc thang dén bén ghé, cui sat xuéng xac chét. Lo rang ong ta
cling dinh cam vao can dao nhu Parker, t6i gio tay niu lai, “Khong dugc di
chuyén bat cit thit gi. Canh sat phai chitng kién hién triong nguyén ven.”
Téi giai thich.

Blunt gat dau hiéu, mat khong chit biéu cdam nhw moi khi, nhung t6i tin
minh da thodng thiy vé xic dong hién ra sau tdim mat na lanh dam ay. Luc
nay Geoffrey Raymond mdi dén ditng canh ching t6i, nhin cai xac cham
chu qua vai Blunt.

“That kinh khting.” Anh ta théu thao.

Du Raymond da c6 14y lai binh tinh, nhung khi g& cap kinh kep miii ma
anh ta thwong thich deo dé lau, t6i thdy r6 ban tay anh thw ky van run cam
cap.

“T6i doan chac la do cudp.” Anh néi. “Sao tén d6 chui dugc vao day?
Qua ctra s6 hay sao? Cé bi mat gi khong?”

No6i doan Raymond buéc dén ban giay.

“Anh nghi day 1a vu an cuép sao?” Toi tr ton.

“Chtt sao nita? Chac chan khong thé la ty sat, phai vay khong?”
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“Khong ai c6 thé tiy dam minh bang hwéng nay.” T6i khang dinh. “Chac
chan la &m sat. Nhung dong co la gi?”

“Roger ca doi khong gay chuyén vai ai.” Blunt thi tham. “Chac chan la do
nhitng tén troém. Nhung tén trom muoén gi? Moi thit déu cé vé khong bi xao
tron.”

Trong khi 6ng ta quét anh mat mot lwgt khap phong, Raymond van cam
cui sap xép lai giay to trén ban.

“Co vé khong bi mat thit gi, cac ngan kéo khéng c6 dau hiéu bi luc 19i.”
Cudi cung anh thu ky két luan. “That bi an.”

Blunt khé gat dau.

“O day c6 may biic thu trén san.”

T6i nhin xuéng. Ba bon 14 the van con nam yén vi tri Ackroyd danh roi
hoi t6i.

Nhung phong bi mau xanh chita thu ctia ba Ferrars da bién mat. Téi md
miéng toan ndi, ngay lic do co tiéng chudng ctra reo. R6i tir sdnh vong lai
tiéng ri ram nhiéu giong noi, va Parker xudt hién vdi vi thanh tra dia phuwong
va mot canh sat.

“Chao bubi t6i, cac vi.” Thanh tra 1én tiéng. “T6i rat 1ay lam tiéc khi nghe
tin! 6ng Ackroyd thuc sy la mot quy ong ti té va tot bung, 6ng quéan gia noi
t6i hay day la vu muwu sat. Khong c6 kha nang la tai nan hay tu van sao, thwa
bac si.”

“Khong hé.” Toi dap.

“Ai cha! Vay thi phtic tap roi day.”

Ong ta budc dén va ditng canh thi thé.

“Co gi bi dich chuyén khong?” Thanh tra héi ngay.

“Ngoai mot sO thao tdc xac nhan nan nhan da chét, cai dé thi chang kho
gi, toi khong hé dung cham thém gi dén thi thé.”

“A! Va moi thi chitng t6 hung thu da dao thoat... dén thoi diém nay la
vay. Gio thi, n6i cho t6i nghe. Ai 1a nguwdi phat hién ra xac chét?”

T6i thuat lai dau dudi sw viéc cho vi thanh tra nghe.
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“Ong no6i 101 nhin qua dién thoai sao? Tt vi quan gia?”

“Toi khong hé nhdn nd.” Parker voi vang khang dinh. “T6i tham chi con
chang dirng gan chiéc dién thoai su6t ca budi t6i. Nhitng ngwoi khac c6 thé
lam ching.”

“Thé thi hét sttc ky la. Giong dé nghe c6 giong ctia Parker khong bac si?”

“U thi, tht thue ldc d6 toi khong chd ¥ 1dm. T6i chi nghi hién nhién d6
phai la Parker r6i, chit khong hé nghi ngo gi, 6ng hiéu ma.”

“Téat nhién ro6i, dé cling la 1& thuwong thoi. Vay 1a, ong chay 1én day, pha
ctra va thay ong Ackroyd xau so da & trong tinh trang nay. Theo bac si thi
ong dy da chét dugc bao lau roi?”

“ft nhét 14 nira tiéng dong hd, cé thé 1au hon.” T6i tra 16i. “Ong nodi cira
khoa trai bén trong? Thé con ctra s6?”

“Tu tay t6i hoi toi da dong va chot lai can than, vi ong Ackroyd ci¢ khang
khang yéu cau.”

Vi thanh tra sai buéc dén gan cira s6 va hat rém ra sau. “Ma du sao thi gio
no cting da mo.”

Chinh xac, chiéc ctta s6 da mé toang, khung ctta dwdi dugce nang 1én hét

~,

CO.

Vi thanh tra rit ra mét chiéc dén pin bé tii va soi ra mét lwgt khung canh
tinh lang bén ngoai.

“Pay chinh 13 con dudng hin thoat ém.” Ong ta nhan dinh. “Va ca thim
nhap ntta. Nhin day.”

Dudi anh sang chéi loa cta chiéc dén pin, hang loat cac dau chan déu
nhau hién r6, c6 vé nhu 1a tir kiéu giay dé dinh cao su dé lai. Mot s6 huéng
theo chiéu vao va mot s6 khac, hoi dé 1én nhitng diu giay kia, theo chiéu di
ra.

“R0O nhw ban ngay.” Vién thanh tra néi. “C6 vat gia tri nao bi mat khong?”

Geoffrey Raymond lac dau.

“Theo chiing t6i thdy ndy gid thi van chwra. Ong Ackroyd khéng bao gio
dé bat ctr vat dung gia tri nao trong can phong nay.”
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“Hirm. Hung thu phat hién ctta s6 nay, tréo vao, va thady ong Ackroyd
ngoi do, co 1é luc dé ong ta dang ngu quén. Han dam ong ta tir dang sau, roi
s¢ hai ban loan, va chuén di. Nhwng han ta da dé lai dau vét kha ro rang day.
Chuing ta tom han chac cling khong kho lam. Khéong cé ngudi la kha nghi
lang vang quanh day sao?”

“Al” Toi bat giac kéu 1én.

“Cé chuyeén gi vay bac si?”

“T6i c6 gap mot nguwdi dan ong lic t6i, ngay khi toi mdi budc ra khoi
cong. Han ta c6 héi dwong dén Biét thy Fernly.”

“Luc dé6 la khoang may gio?”

“Pung chin gio. T6i cé nghe thay chiéc dong ho lang diém chudng ngay
khi bwéc ra khoi cong.”

“Ong c6 thé mo ta hén ta thé nao khong?”

T6i c6 gang hét sitc dé ta lai nhan dang cta han ta.

Vién thanh tra quay sang ong quan gia, “Co ai nhan dang khép véi mo ta
nay dén tredc nha khéng?”

“Khong thira ngai. Ca budi tdi nay khong c6 ai vao nha ca.

“Thé con ti 16i ctra sau thi sao0?”

“T6i khong nghi thé, thwa ngai, nhwng t6i sé di kiém tra lai.”

Dt 10i Parker tién ra phia ctta, nhuwng vi thanh tra dang tay can lai.

“Khong can dau, cam on anh. T6i sé ty di kiém tra. Nhung trudc hét toi
muon xac nhan lai cAc méc thdi gian cu thé hon nita. Lan cud6i ong Ackroyd
duwgc trong thdy con song la khi nao?”

“Co 18 t0i la nguwdi cudi cung thdy ong ay nhw vay khi toi roi di liac... dé
toi xem.” T6i wdc chirng. “Vao khoang chin gio kém mudi, ong ay noéi voi
toi la khong muon bi lam phién va t6i cé dan lai yéu cau nay vdi anh
Parker.”

“Chinh xac, thwra ngai.” Parker xac nhan.

“Ong Ackroyd chic chin van con séng lic chin rudi.” Raymond voi xen
vao. “Vi khi dé t6i nghe thay giong 6ng dy dang néi chuyén.”
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“Ong 4y néi chuyén vdi ai vay?”

“Cai do thi to6i khong biét. D1 nhién lic ay t6i mdc dinh do6 la bac si
Sheppard van con & cung vdi ong ay. Toi dinh xin y kién 6ng Ackroyd vé
mdy gidy to t6i dang lam, nhung khi nghe thdy giong néi bén trong, t6i méi
nhd ra la 6ng ay c6 dan téi dé ong dy tro chuyén riéng véi bac si Sheppard
va khong ai dwgc qudy ray. Thé nén toi lai tré ra. Nhung gio c6 vé bac si da
ra vé vao thoi diém dé.”

Toi gat dau.

“T6i vé dén nha liac chin gio mwoi lam. Nhung khong ra ngoai thém lan
nao cho dén khi nhan duwgc cudc goi do.”

“Ai c6 thé ¢ cung 6ng ta lic chin gid redi nhi?” Vién thanh tra thac mac.
“Khong phai la ong chtt, thuva ong... 0...”

“Thiéu ta Blunt.” T6i nhac.

“Thiéu ta Hector Blunt?” Vién thanh tra héi lai, giong khéng gidu giém sy
kinh né.

Blunt chi gat dau xac nhan.

“T6i nhé 1a ching t6i tirng thdy ngai & day.” Vién thanh tra néi. “Lic do6
toi khong nhan ra ngai ngay, nhung ngai tirng lwu lai nha ong Ackroyd thang
Nam nam ngoai.”

“La thang Sau.” Blunt stta lai.

“Chinh thé, la thang Sau. Gid quay lai viéc nay, nhu ltic nay t6i dang ndi,
c6 phai ngai & cung 6ng Ackroyd lic chin gio ba mwoi t6i nay khong?”

Blunt lac dau, “Chwa hé gap lai ong ta ké tir bita t6i.” Thiéu t4 khai luon,
khong doi hoi.

Thanh tra lai quay sang Raymond.

“Cau khong hé nghe dwoc chut gi tir cude tro chuyén khi do phai khong,
thua cau?”

“T6i c6 nghe dwgc mot doan ngan.” Vién thw ky noi. “Va vi tuwéng do la
bac si Sheppard dang n6i chuyén cung 6ng Ackroyd, nén thu thuc toi thay
né hét sic ky cuc. Nhw t6i nhé khong nham thi chinh xac nhitng 10i ay la
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nhw thé nay, ong Ackroyd da néi: ‘Nhitng yéu cau t6i xuat tién dao nay
thwong xuyén qud.” 6ng dy noéi thé day. ‘Nén t6i e la minh khong thé dap
rng noi yéu cau nay cua 6ng dugce...” Dén dé thi toi trd ra ngay 1ap titc, nén
khong nghe dugc gi thém. Nhung t6i thdy hoi thac mac vi bac si
Sheppard...”

“... Khong bao gio héi vay tién cho minh hay cho ai khac.” Téi néi n6t.

“Poi tién sao?” Vién thanh tra dam chiéu. “D6 han la dau moi rat quan
trong cho ching ta.” Né6i doan, 6ng dy quay sang quan gia. “Parker, anh noi
t6i nay khong c6 ai vao nha tr ctra tredc sao?”

“Pung thé, thwa ngai.”

“Thé thi c6 vé chac chan 6ng Ackroyd da t mé& ctta cho ga ngudi la nay.
Nhung t6i khéng hiéu lam...”

Vién thanh tra chim trong suy nghi. Cu6i cung, 6ng nhw birng tinh, “Cé
mot diéu r6 rang, ong Ackroyd van con song va khoe manh ldc chin gio ba
muoi phit. D6 1a [an cudi ching ta biét la 6ng ta con song.”

Parker bong dang hang, mat ra vé c6 10i, khién vi thanh tra quay sang nhin
ong ta, hoi ngay, “Co gi sao?”

“Mong ngai thit 16i, nhiwng con c6 c6 Flora gap ong ay sau gio d6.”

“Co Flora sao?”

“Vang thura ngai. Khoang tam mudi gio kém mudi lam. R6i sau do co ay
néi voi toi la ong Ackroyd khong muon bi lam phién thém nita toi nay.”

“Ong &y ctt 6 Flora ra néi v6i anh vay sao?”

“Khong han thé, thwa ngai. Khi dé t6i dang bung khay soda va ruwgu
whisky vao thi gap co Flora di ra khoi phong nay, c6 dy ngan toi lai va néi
bac cua c6 dy khong muon ai quay ray toi nay.”

Thanh tra nhin 6ng quan gia cham chu, bat dau thyc sy dé mat dén nguoi
dan ong nay trong sudt ca budi toi.

“Trudc dé ong da duoc dan la 6ng Ackroyd khong muon bi lam phién roi
ma nhi?”
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Dén day Parker 13p bip phan bua, chan tay run lap cip, “A vang, a vang
thua ngai. Pung la thé thwa ngai.”

“Thé sao anh con dinh vao phong?”

“T6i da quén béng mat, thia ngdi. Y tbi 13, 1a moi hém it dén gio dé 1a
toi sé phuc vu whisky va soda cho ong Ackroyd, thwra ngai, va hoi xem ngai
ay can gi thém nita khong, va t6i da nghi... that ra tai t6i c¥ quen thoi dy ma
lam thoi, chit chang nghi ngoi gi.”

Ngay ldc do toi cd cam giac Parker dang bi boi rdi tot do, diéu bo rat kha
nghi. Nguoi 6ng ta ct co rum, run 1én ban bat.

“Hirm.” Vién thanh tra 1én tiéng. “T6i phdi gap c6 Ackroyd ngay. Gio
ching ta ct tam dé can phong y nguyén nhu vay. Toi sé tré lai day sau khi
héi hét thong tin can thiét cho c6 Ackroyd. D€ phong trwdc, toi sé cit dong
va cai ctra so lai,”

Lam xong, 6ng ta di ra trudc, ching t6i ndi budc theo ra sanh. Chgt vién
thanh tra chitng lai, liéc 1én chiéc cau thang hep va no6i qua vai vé phia vién
canh sat, “Jones, anh nén & lai trén nay. Khong duwgc dé ai vao trong can
phong doé.”

Parker xen vao, vé kinh can, “Thi 16i cho t6i, thira ngai. Néu ngai khoa
canh ctra ngoai sanh chinh di vao thi khéng ai c6 thé tiép can duwgc khu vyc
nay. Cau thang d6 chi dan dén phong ngu va phong tam cia 6ng Ackroyd
thoi. Khong hé théng vGi khu vire nao khac trong nha. Ngay xwa & day ting
c6 mot cai ctta din vao, nhung 6ng Ackroyd da cho chidn né lai. Ong Ay
muon hoan toan riéng tw trong khu phong riéng ctia minh.”

Dé moi chi tiét dwgc ro rang va xac dinh chinh xac cac vi tri, t6i ty tay vé
phéc thdo lai so d6 khu canh phai ctia ngbi nha. Nhw 10i cta Parker, chiéc
cau thang hep nay dan dén mot phong nga 16n nhap ti hai phong nhé, véi
mot phong tam va nha vé sinh ngay lién ké.#
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Vién thanh tra liéc so qua dé nam bat cau tric khu nha. Khi ching toi di
hét ra sanh 16n, 6ng ta khoa canh ctra dang sau lwng lai, doan tha chia khoa
vao tdi minh, r6i quay sang to nho chi dao cho vién canh sat. Tuan lénh, anh
canh sat roi di.

“Chung t6i phai bt tay vao diéu tra may vét gidy d6.” Ong thanh tra giai
thich. “Nhung trwdc tién tdi phai néi chuyén vGi cd Ackroyd. Co ay la ngudi
cudi cung nhin thady bac minh con song. Co dy da biét tin gi chwa.”

Raymond lac dau.

“Vay thi chung ta hday khoan bao cho co Flora voi. Toi e nghe tin bac
minh xong chac c6 dy sé bi kich dong ma khong thé tra 10i cac cau hdi ranh
mach dugc. No6i vdi c6 dy la nha méi c6 mot vu trom, va héi liéu c6 dy céd
phién mac do va xuéng dwdi nay dé trd 16i vai cau hoi hay khong.”

Raymond ty nguyén lén lau lam viéc nay. Lat sau anh ta trd lai va néi,
“Co Ackroyd chut nita sé xuéng day ngay. T6i ndi véi co6 ay ding nhu 16i
ong bdo.”

Chwa day nam phait sau, Flora buéc xudng cau thang. C6 khoac 1én nguwoi
ao choang lua mau héng nhat, nét mat 16 vé lo lang bat an.

Vién thanh tra buéc 1én trde, nha nhan néi, “Chao budi téi, c6 Ackroyd.
Chung t0i e la da c6 mot vu trom xay ra trong nha, va chung td6i mong dugc
cO gitp dd. Phong bén nay la phong gi day nhi... phong bida phai khong?
Chung ta vao do6 ng6i di.”

Flora binh tinh ng6i xuéng chiéc trueong ky rong ké dai theo bitc twong, va
nguwdc nhin vién thanh tra.

“T6i khong hidu 1dm. Nha da bi 1dy mét th gi vay? Ong muén héi toi
diéu gi?”

“La thé nay, c6 Ackroyd. Parker day c6 noi la co6 buéc ra khoi phong lam
viéc cua bac c6 lic khodng mudi gio kém mudi lam. Co6 ding thé khong?”

“Pung vay. T6i dén chic bac ay ngt ngon.”

“Va moc thoi gian d6 c6 ding khong?”
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“O thi, chic 1a vay. T6i khong thé néi chinh xac duge. C6 thé 1a muodn
hon.”

“Bac c0 khi 4y & mot minh hay ngo6i cling ai?”

“Bac dy trong phong mot minh. Bac s Sheppard lic dé da vé roi.”

“Vay cb c6 dé y thay cira s6 khi d6 dong hay mé khong?” Flora lac dau.

“T6i khong 6. Rem ctra luc dy dong.”

“Chinh xac r6i. Va bac 6 trong van binh thwong chir?”

“T6i nghi thé.”

“Co0 c6 phién néi cho ching t6i biét chinh xac la hai nguwdi da néi chuyén
gi khong?”

Flora im lang mdt lic, chac dé c6 nhd lai cac chi tiét. “T6i budc vao va
néi: ‘Chuic ngu ngon, thwa bac, chau di nghi bay gio day. Toi nay chau hoi
mét.” Ro6i bac 4y am w, va toi dén bén va hon tam biét bac ay, roi bac dy noéi
dai y la nhin t6i rat xinh trong b6 vay nay, roi sau dé bac ay bao t6i ra nhanh
vi bac ay dang ban. Thé nén to6i roi di.”

“Ong dy c6 dic biét yéu cau gi vé viéc khong qudy ray khong?”

“A! C6, tdi quén mat. Ong 4y néi: ‘Dan Parker 13 t6i nay bac khong c6
thém yéu cau gi nita, nén dirng quay ray bac.” Roi t6i gap Parker ngay ngoai
ctra va da truyeén dat lai 16i nhan ctia bac.”

“Han thé.” Vién thanh tra néi.

“Ong khong thé noéi cho toi biét trong nha bi trdm mat thit gi sao?”

“Chung t6i van chwa... chac lam.” Thanh tra ngap ngung.

Nhan thay cé chuyén chang lanh, mat c6 gai mé to. Cé ditng phat day,
“La gi vay? Ong dang che gidu t6i chuyén gi?”

Van vdi phong thai lang 1€, Hector Blunt tién dén, ding gitta Flora va
vién thanh tra. C6 khé gio tay ra, va Blunt dat ban tay dy vao giita hai ban
tay minh, vo nhé nhe nhuw thé ¢6 chi la mot dita tré. C6 quay vé phia vién
Thiéu ta, nhw thé an giau sau vé lanh lung tho rap do la cam giac an i va an
toan dang cho dgi co vay.
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“La tin budn, Flora a.” Blunt néi nhoé. “Tin buon véi tat ca ching ta, bac
Roger cua co da...”

“Pa lam sao ca?”

“Pay sé la cu séc doi vdi co. Chac chan la nhw vay. Bac Roger dang
thwong da chét.”

Flora lui lai, mat mé to kinh hai.

“Khi nao?” Co thi tham. “Khi nao?”

“Ngay sau khi c6 roi di, t6i e 1a vay.” Gwong mat Blunt sa sam.

Flora dua ban tay lén gii¥ co, bat dau bat khéc rung ric, va t6i voi chay
dén do 1dy ngay trede khi c6 khuy xudng bat tinh. T6i cing Blunt dwa o tré
l1én lau va dat c6 xudng giwong nghi. Ro6i t6i nho ong ta di danh thitc ba
Ackroyd dé bdo tin. Flora tinh lai ngay sau do, va t6i dua me c6 dén bén co,
dadn do ba nhitng diéu can lam vdi co gai. Poan t6i chay nhanh xudng lau lan
nia.
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CHUGONG 6
CON DAO TU TUY-NI-DI

T6i gadp vién thanh tra dang vira md@i bwdc ra khéi cira dan vao bép.

“Quy c0 sao roi bac si?”

“Pa tinh lai binh thwong. Ba me dang & cung co ay.”

“Thé thi t6t. To6i méi tham van nhitng nguwdi phuc vu xong. Tat ca bon ho
déu no6i khong c6 ai ra vao phia ctra sau t6i nay. M6 ta ctia 6ng vé ngudi dan
ong la mit d6 mo hd qua. Ong c6 thé cho ching t6i thém bat c¥ manh méi
nao ro rang hon dé lan theo khong?”

“T6i e la khong.” T6i tiéc nudi. “Luic do t6i troi ma, ong cling thay day,
anh ta con dyng c6 do che mat va kéo mii sup qua mat nita.”

“Hirm. C6 vé nhu anh ta cd tinh che gidu guwong mét minh. Ong c6 chéc
do6 khong phai 1a nguwdi 6ng biét khong?”

To6i lai dap la khong, nhung khong dit khoat lam, bdi van con nhg an
twgng khi dé vé cai gi do rat quen thudc trong giong ndi ctia han ta. To6i ling
tung giai thich diéu nay vdi vién thanh tra.

“Y 6ng d6 1a mot giong khan va thé 16?”

T6i dong tinh, nhung ban than cé cam twéng nhw am giong khan khan dé
hoi thai qua. Nhw 16i vién thanh tra, néu han mat cong che giau gwong mat
minh, thi han han cling sé c6 gang gidu giong that cia minh vay.

“Ngai c6 phién néu cung gidp t6i xem xét lai 1an nita khong, bac si? Co
vai diéu to6i mudn haéi ngai.”

Toi bang long. Vién thanh tra mé khoéa ctta & hanh lang, ching t6i di vao,
va ong ta quay lai khéa tiép.

“Chung ta khéng muén bi lam phién.” Ong néi v6i vé nghiém trong. “Va
cling khong mudn c6 thém ai nghe 1én nita. Gio n6i téi nghe, toan b chuyén
nay co lién quan gi dén viéc de doa tong tién?”
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“Pe doa tong tién?” Toi thang thot.

“D6 6 phai la san pham twdng twong cua Parker khong? Hay qua ding la
cO chuyén nay?”

“Néu Parker nghe dwoc bat ci diéu gi vé viéc tong tién nay,” toi cham rai,
“thi d6 han la do han ta da ap tai qua 16 khoa dé nghe 1én bén ngoai ctra.”

Davis gat dau.

“Chinh xac la nhw thé. La thé nay, t6i bat dau tham van Parker vai cau vé
toi nay 6ng ay da lam nhitng gi. No6i that vGi 6ng, t6i khong wa diéu bo ctia
han ta chit nao. Nhung hinh nhw han cé biét gi d6. Khi toi bat dau tra héi thi
han 1ap titc hodng loan va tuén lu6n mét trang khéng dau khong cubi vé cau
chuyén téng tién troi oi dat hoi.”

T6i quyét dinh thanh that, “That ra toi cling ming la 6ng da nhac dén van
dé nay. Toi dang ludng lw khong biét c6 nén ké hét nhitng chuyén dy ra hay
khong. Qua thye t6i da quyét dinh khai hét cho 6ng biét, nhung van dang
dgi thoi diém thich hgp. Chac gid 6ng cling da nam duwgc phan nao roi.”

Va roi toi thuat lai dau dudi toan bo sy vu dién ra toi nay. Vién thanh tra
lang nghe cham chy, thinh thodng xen vao déi ba cau héi.

“Cau chuyén ly ky nhat ma t6i tirng nghe.” Ong néi sau khi t6i ké xong.
“Va ong noi la birc the d6 da bién mat khong dau vét? Thé thi gay go roi
day, gay go roi. Bic thu c6 10i gidi cho cau hoi cta ching ta, dé 1a dong co
cua hung thu.”

Toi gat dau. “T6i hiéu.”

“Ong noéi dng Ackroyd c6 ip md 1a dng ta nghi ngd mot thanh vién nao
dé trong nha c6 lién quan dén viéc nay? Nguwoi nha la khai niém hoi kho xac
dinh day.”

“Ong c6 nghi c6 kha ning Parker chinh 1a ngwdi chiing ta dang truy tim
khong?” T6i goi y.

“Rat c6 thé. R6 rang han dang nghe 1én khi 6ng buéc ra. R6i sau do co
Ackroyd cling dung phai han dang dinh vao phong lam viéc. Biét dau han ta
thir vao lan nita sau khi chac chan c6 dy da di khoi. R6i han ta dam Ackroyd,
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khoa ctra tir bén trong, m@ ctra so, va tréo ra 16i dé roi vong ra chiéc ctra bén
ma 6ng da m& sin trude dé. Ong thdy thé nao?”

“Chi c6 mot diém khong thuan.” To6i cham rai. “Néu ding la Ackroyd tiép
tuc doc birc thw d6 ngay sau khi t6i rdi di nhw gia thuyét, thi t6i khong tin la
ong ay con giit dugc binh tinh ma ng6i yén mot cho, suy ngam moi chuyén
thém mot gid dong hd nita dau. Ong ay hén da phai 1ap trc cho goi Parker
vao, két tdi han ta tong tién ngay lic dé, va roi chac chan sé ndi con thinh no
tanh banh cho xem. Hay nhé la Ackroyd rat nong nay.”

“Biét dau Ackroyd khong cé thoi gian doc tiép 14 thu khi do.” Vién thanh
tra dé xudt. “Chung ta biét la c6 ai d6 ¢ cung vé6i ong ay liac chin gio ba
muoi. Néu vi khach dé xuat hién ngay khi 6ng rdi di, roi khi nguwai dé di thi
lai dén c6 Ackroyd vao chic ngt ngon, vay thi 6ng ay sé khong cé thoi gio
doc tiép birc thuw dy cho dén tam gan muoi gio.”

“Thé con cudc goi kia?”

“Han la Parker goi roi, c6 thé la trwéc khi han ta nghi dén viéc khoa trai
clta va md& ctra sO ra. Roi han ta doi y, hodc trong lic hodng loan, nén quyét
dinh choi bay tat ca chuyén nay. La nhu vay day, t6i tin la nhw thé.”

“Va-ang.” T6i ngdp ngirng, van chwa thay thuyét phuc.

“Du sao di nita, chiing ta c6 thé tim ra sw that vé cu dién thoai ti tong dai.
Néu n6 dugc ndi may tr day, thi t6i chac chan chi cé Parker méi thyc hién
cudc goi ay dwoc. Tin la nhuw thé, han chinh 1a nguwdi ching ta can tim.
Nhung hay tam git kin chuyén nay, dirng danh dong cho han biét, dgi cho
dén khi ching ta c6 tat ca bang chitng trong tay da. Toi sé liéu dé cho han
khong thé chay tron duwoc. Bé ngoai chiing ta sé vo tap trung vao ga la mat
bi an ctia 6ng.”

No6i roi vién thanh tra ditng day khdi chiéc ghé bén ban lam viéc, buéc
dén than hinh bat dong trén chiéc ghé banh.

“Hung khi gdy 4n c6 thé cho ching ta chiit dau vét gi ching.” Ong ta xem
xét, doan ngudc 1én. “O day c6 cai gi d6 hoi la, nhin né tdi cho day 1a mot
th d6 c6.”
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Ong ciii sat xuéng, cham chd quan sat can dao, va toi nghe 6ng dy khe
khé reo 1én. Roi, hét sttc can than, vién thanh tra dva tay cam xudng phan
lwdi bén dwdi can dao va rit né ra. Van cam con dao nhung khong cham vao
can, ong ta dat né vao mot chiéc tach st 16n trang tri trén 10 swoi.

“Phai r6i.” Vién thanh tra néi. “Mot tdc pham nghé thuat day. Loai nay
chac chan khéng c6 nhiéu.”

Mon dé dé qua thuc rat dep. Ludi dao dai thon nhon, gan véi phan can
kim loai tinh xdo, dwgc tram tr6 thd cong ti mi v&i nhitng hinh thu ky la.
Vién thanh tra dung ngén tay khé cham vao luGi dé thit do bén, guwong mat
ong khé nhan, miéng thét 1én thich thu, “Chia oi, cai lwdi sac that ddy. Mot
dita tré ciling du sitc dung né ma dam nguwoi 16n duwoc, ngot nhw cat bo luon.
S& hitu mon do choi thé nay qua la nguy hiém.”

“Gio0 toi c6 thé chinh thitc kham nghiém thi thé dugc chwa?” Toi hoi.

“Lam di.”

T6i kham nghiém xac chét tir dau téi chan.

“Thé nao?” Vién thanh tra hoi khi thay t6i da xong.

“T6i sé tranh cho 6ng mady ngon nglt chuyén nganh khé hiéu, cai do dé
danh cho budi so tham. Cd dam dugc thyc hién bdi mot ngwdi thuan tay
phai, ditng sau luvng nan nhan, ddm chi mang, nan nhan chét ngay titc khac.
Duya vao biéu cam trén guwong mat thi thé, t6i c6 thé khang dinh ci dam c6
phan bat ngo. C6 kha nang nan nhan chét ma khong nhin thdy mat ké tan
cong.”

“Ga quan gia c6 thé da rén rén 1én vao.” Vién thanh tra Davis phan doan.
“Vu an nay chac sé khong chita dywng nhiéu bi an lam. Hay nhin can dao nay
ma xem.”

Toi lam theo.

“T6i dam c4 1a 6ng nhin khong ra, nhung t6i c6 thé thdy rd ching.” Ong
ta ha giong dac thang. “Nhitng dau van tay.”

ROi Ong ta hoi lui ngwoi lai, y chitng dgi t6i tram tré than phuc truéc
nhitng 16i nguy hiém 6ng ta vira ndi.
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“Vang,” toi binh than. “T6i doan vay.”

Toi khong hiéu tai sao minh lai bi coi nhw ngwdi thiéu nang nhw vay. Toi
day du sao cling c6 doc qua cac truyén trinh tham, bao chi, va cling la nguoi
c6 tuw chat kha. Gia st trén can dao ma c6 dau van chan thi dé mdi la chuyén
du la thwong dé cho t6i phai a 6 kinh ngac.

C6 vé nhu vién thanh tra hoi phat y vi to6i khong chiu rung minh kinh sg
nhw 6ng ta mong muoén. Cudi cing 6ng ay cam chiéc tach si¥ va moi toi ciing
ong qua phong bi da, khong quén giai thich, “T6i muén xem liéu anh
Raymond cé thé cho chiing ta biét dugc diéu gi vé con dao gam nay khong.”

Sau khi da khéa canh ctra ngoai hanh lang lan nita, ca hai di thang sang
phong bi da gap Geoffrey Raymond. Vién thanh tra gio tang vat 1én, “Pa
nhin thay cai nay bao gio chwa, ngai Raymond?”

“Sao... toi nghi la... to6i khong nham thi day la méon d6 c6 ma Thiéu ta
Blunt tang cho 6ng Ackroyd. Qua tit Ma-roc, a khong, Tuy-ni-di. Vay hung
tha hanh hung bang thi dé sao? Quai la. Khong thé thé dugc, lam gi co
chuyén trén doi nay c6 hai con dao giong y hét nhau. T6i c6 thé di tim Thiéu
ta Blunt khong?”

Chang doi ai tra 101, anh ta da rdo budc di mat.

“That la mot anh chang t6t bung.” Vién thanh tra danh gia. “Anh ta c6 cai
gi do6 rat that tha va chat phac.”

T6i dong tinh. Trong sudt hai nam Geoffrey Raymond lam thw ky cho
Ackroyd, t6i chwa thdy anh ta mat binh tinh hay titc gian bao gio. Va nhu t6i
biét, anh ta ciing la thw ky c6 nang lwc nhat tirng lam cho Ackroyd.

Trong choc lat, Raymond da quay lai cung Blunt, hao hitng néi, “T6i no6i
ding roi, d6 chinh la con dao Tuy-ni-di.”

“Thiéu ta Blunt van con chwa nhin thdy né co ma.” Thanh tra phan doi.

“T6i da nhin thdy n6 ngay tr khi buéc vao hién treong phong lam viéc.”
Vi Thiéu ta lang 1€ 1én tiéng.

“Vay la ong da nhan ra n6?”

Blunt gat dau.
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“Thé sao 6ng khong ndi gi hét.” Vién thanh tra té y nghi ngo.

“Khong ding lic.” Blunt dap cut lan. “Sé rat tai hai néu 1& miéng vao thoi
diém khong thich hop.”

Ong ta dap tra anh nhin soi xét ctia vién thanh tra bing vé binh than. Cudi
cung vién thanh tra gan mot tiéng, quay mat di, va cam con dao vé phia
Blunt.

“Ngai c6 vé chac chan vé con dao. Ngai khang dinh la nhan ding no
ch?”

“Hoan toan chac chan. Khong chit nghi ngo.”

“Vay binh thwong con dao duwgc dit ¢ dau? Ngai cé thé néi cho tdi biét
khong?”

Anh chang thw ky nhanh nhdu tra 10i, “Trong chiéc ta bac & phong tiép
khach.”

“Cai gl co?” Toi giat minh noi to.

Tat cd moi nguwdi quay sang nhin toi.

“Sao vay bac si?” Vién thanh tra giong khich Ié.

“Cit n6i di, khong c6 chuyén gi dau.” Vién thanh tra lai ti€p tuc, van
giong khich 1é.

“Ciling khong c6 gi to tat.” To6i giai thich, thay haoi c6 16i. “Chi l1a luc t6i
t6i day an toi, toi cé nghe thay tiéng nap chiéc ta bac bi dong sap lai trong
phong khach.”

Vé hoai nghi hién ro trén gwong mat vién thanh tra khi nghe cau tra loi
cda toi, va pha lan vao d6 la thoang ngo vuc danh cho t6i, “Sao 6ng biét
duwgc do la tiéng nap chiéc ta bac?”

T@i day thi toi danh phai giang giai chi li moi viéc. RO la 10i giai thich
dong dai va buon té, gia tdi khong phai ké ra thi hon.

Vién thanh tra, sau khi lang nghe tir dau t&i cudi, lién cat tiéng héi, “Con
dao co trong tu do khi ong nhin vao khong?”

“T6i khong rd. T6i chang dé y né lac do, nhung, tat nhién, cé 1€ con dao
van lu6n & nguyén trong dé.”
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“Chutng ta nén tim gap ba quan gia thi hon.” Vién thanh tra két luan, roi
kéo chudng goi nguoi.

Vai phut sau, co Russell theo chan Parker di vao phong. “T6i khong nh&
la minh c6 lai gan chiéc tt bac.” Co dap khi vién thanh tra dat cau héi. “Toi
chi ghé qua dé kiém tra xem tat ca hoa trong phong c6 twoi hay khong thoi.
A! Vang, gio toi nhd ra roi. Chiéc ti &y c6 mé nép lic dé, thay ching dé 1am
gi nén toi dong nap lai roi roi di.”

C06 ném anh mat dit dan nhin 6ng.

“T6i hiéu roi,” vién thanh tra dap. “Co c6 thé cho t6i biét khi ay con dao
nay con ¢ trong do hay khong?”

Co6 Russell binh tinh nhin hung khi, “T6i khong thé néi chac. T6i khong
kip nhin vao ti. Luc d6 gia chu va khach khita cé thé xuéng phong bat ci
lic nao, nén t6i can phai roi khoi dé ngay.”

“Cam on c0.” Vien thanh tra nai.

Ong ta van con thoang chit ludmg Iy, nhu mudn héi thém gi d6, nhung co
Russell 10 rang da tw coi 16i cdAm on ay la chap nhan cho c6 di, nén nhe
nhang lwét ra khoi phong ma khong chit chan chir.

“Qua la Su tirt Ha Bong, c6 phai khong?” Viéen thanh tra nhin theo, danh
gia. “Dé t6i xem nao. Chiéc ti bac nay nam ngay canh ctra so, t6i nhd ong
c6 ndi thé phai khong, bac si?”

Raymond tré 10i thay t6i, “Vang, ctta s6 bén tay phai.”

“Va ctta d6 c6 mo chi?”

“Hai canh khép ho.”

“Vay thi t6i nghi chiing ta khong can dao sau thém nghi van nay lam gi
nita. Ai do, toi cit tam goi la ai do di, chac da c6 thé 1ay con dao bat ¢t Iic
nao han ta can, vay nén han ta lay né chinh xac lic nao khong con la van dé
nita. Toi sé quay lai vao budi sang vGi canh sat truédng, anh Raymond a. Cho
t6i lac do, toi sé gitt chia khoa canh ctra kia. To6i muodn Pai td Melrose dugc
thay hién truong nguyén ven nhw ban dau. Nhu téi dwgc biét thi 6ng ay hom
nay da di an t6i & bén kia hat, va chac la nghi lai bén d6 mot dém luon...”
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Moi ngudi nhin theo vién thanh tra khi 6ng ta cam lay chiéc tach.

“T6i sé phai dong goi cai nay can than. Day sé la bang chitng quan trong
cho nhiéu viéc.”

Lat sau t6i cung Raymond ra khoi phong bi da, chgt anh ta khé phi cuoi.

Roi vién thue ky hoi niu tay t6i lai, va hat cam dé t6i nhin theo huwéng mat
cta anh ta. Thanh tra Davis duwong nhu dang ghi chép 16i cta Parker vao mot
cuén so bo tii nho nhoé.

“Chac la 1o r6i.” Anh ban 1am bam. “Vay la Parker 1a ké tinh nghi c6 phai
khong? Liéu chiing ta c6 nén ty giao ndp dau van tay cho thanh tra Davis
ludn khong?”

N6i la lam, Raymond rut hai la bai tir khay dung bai, dung khan mui soa
lau qua, va dwa cho t6i cam vao mét 14, anh ta 1ay mot 1a. Sau do, anh thw ky
tré nhe rang cuwoi, trao ching cho vi thanh tra canh sat, “Qua lwu niém, so
mot, ctia bac si Sheppard; s6 2, chiit qua hén mon cua t6i day. Cua Thiéu ta
Blunt sé san sang dwgc giao ndp vao budi sang.”

Pung la thanh nién ai ciing s6i n6i. Ngay ca viéc ngwoi ban va ciling la
ong chd cia minh méi bi giét hai da man cling khong dua khién Geoffrey
Raymond bu6n rau lau dugc. Co Ié cling nén nhu thé. To6i khong biét. Ban
than t6i da mat kha nang 14y lai tinh than nhuw thé tir 1au roi.

Luc téi vé nha, troi da rat khuya, long tham mong Caroline da di ngu.
Nhwng 1€ ra t6i phdi hiéu chi minh hon méi phai.

Caroline pha san mét ly cacao néng cha toi, va trong khi to6i uéng, chi tim
moi cach moi hét moi dién bién xdy ra trong t6i d6. T6i khong da dong gi
dén chuyén téng tién, nhwng tw cho phép minh ké véi chi so qua vé ndi dung
vu an.

“Canh sat nghi ngo Parker.” To6i ditng day, chuan bi két thiic cau chuyén
va di nga. “Tinh tiét vu an cling kha ro la bat 1gi cho han ta.”

“Parker sao?” Chi t6i thot 1én. “That ngd ngan! Ga thanh tra d6 han la tén
xuan ngoc nhat tran doi. Parker co day! Lai con thé nita.” Va sau 10i tuyén
b6 kho hiéu dé, ca hai chiing t6i di ngu.
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CHUONG 7
TOI BIET PUOC NGHE NGHIEP
CUA ONG HANG XOM

Sang hom sau t6i van di tham bénh nhw thwong 16, nhung chi qua quit cho
c6. Du nhv vay that khong phai, nhung t6i cling c6 ly do la khong c6 ca
bénh nghiém trong nao ca. Thay t6i vé dén, chi Caroline dén t6i ngay tw
sanh.

“Flora Ackroyd dang & day.” Chi thi tham thong bao bang giong hén hé.

“Cai gi co?” Toi da c6 nén ngac nhién nhung bat thanh. “C6 ay doi cau
dwgc nira gio roi, dang rat nong long mudn gap cau day.”

Caroline di trrdc dan dwong vao phong khach nhd, t6i theo chan.

Flora dang ngoi trén ghé x0 pha bén ctra s6. C6 da mac vay tang den, hai
tay bau chat vao nhau day lo lang. Toi kinh ngac khi nhin thay vé mat trang
béch phd phac cia c6, dwong nhw tat ca nhitng mau sac trén gwong mat ay
da troi tudt di dau mat. Flora cat tiéng, c6 gang gilt giong khong run va diém
tinh nhat c6 thé.

“Bac si Sheppard, t6i dén day dé xin nho 6ng giup d6?”

“Tat nhién la cu ay sé giup em r6i, em yéu quy.” Caroline da nhanh
miéng dap.

Toi khong nghi Flora thyc sy muén Caroline c6 mdt trong cudc tro
chuyén nay. Chac chan ¢6 dy mudn dwgc néi chuyén riéng vaGi toi hon.
Nhung béi khong mudn mat thém thdi gian, nén c6 danh chap nhan tinh thé
ma noi luén, “T6i mudn 6ng cung toi qua biét thy Larches.”

“Biét thy Larches?”

“Pé gdp cai ong nho con titc cudi do sao?” Caroline khong nén dugc ma
kéu léen.

“Vang. Hai nguoi cling biét ong dy la ai phai khong?”
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“Chung t6i nghi,” t6i noi, “ong ay la tho cat téc vé huvu.”

DPo6i mat xanh cta Flora mé to hét mic.

“Sao dugc, ong ay 1a Hercule Poirot day! Ong ba biét y toi 1a ai ma: vi
tham t tw nodi tiéng. Nguwoi ta ndi 6ng ay pha an nhv than, giong nhuw nhitng
tham ti lirng danh trong truyén dy. Ong 4y da nghi hwu mot ndm truwdc va
chuyén vé day song. Bac Ackroyd biét than thé 6ng ay, nhung da hia la
khong ké cho ai biét, vi ong Poirot mudn song cudc séng binh lang, khong
bi ai quay ray.”

“Hoa ra ong ta la vay.” Toi cham rai dap.

“Chac chan la 6ng ti'ng nghe danh 6ng ay ma, phai khong?”

“T6i la lao gia hoi lac hau, Caroline van néi t6i vay sudt. Nhuwng gio thi
toi da nghe.”

“That khong thé tin n6i!” Caroline cadm than.

To6i hiéu y chi &y mudn néi dén diéu gi: chac han la &m chi dén lan diéu
tra that bai than phan 6ng ay trudc day.

“C0 muon qua dé gap ong ay sao? Tai sao vay?”

“Pé nho 6ng ay diéu tra vé vu giét nguwdi nay chit con gi nita.” Caroline
1ap tic tra 16i thay. “Sao cau kho thé James.”

T6i dau c6 kho khi héi cau d6. Khong phai lic nao Caroline ciling hiéu
muc dich thue su cta 101 toi néi.

“Co khong tin twdng thanh tra Davis sao?” Toi tiép tuc, chang bu6n tranh
cai vdi Caroline.

“Tat nhién la c6 ay khong tin r6i.” Caroline lai cudp 10i. “Toi ciling chang
tin.”

Ai ma khong rd chuyén ma nghe dwgc chac sé twdng nan nhan & day la
bac cua Caroline chi khong phai cua Flora.

“Vay lam sao c6 biét chac 6ng dy sé nhan vu nay?” Téi héi. “Du sao ong
dy da vé huu roi, da chidp nhan tir bé cong viéc diéu tra vat va nay.”

“Panh phai thé thoi.” Flora trd 16i gon 1é6n. “T6i budc phai thuyét phuc
ong ta.”
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“Co0 c6 chac minh lam vay la khon ngoan khéng?” T6i nghiém ttc néi.

“Tat nhién la c6 ay chac.” Caroline lai chen ngang. “Chinh t6i sé di cung
c6 ay néu c6 ay mudn.”

“T6i mong c6 bac si di cung t6i hon, néu ba khong phién, ba Sheppard.”
Flora lén tiéng.

RO rang c6 gai nay hiéu ro lic nao can thang than. Bat ¢ 16i vong vo y
nhi nao chac chan ciing sé vo hiéu vdi Caroline.

“Ba cling thdy ddy,” c6 té nhi gidi thich sau 16i néi thang, “bac si
Sheppard la bac si, cling la ngwdi tim ra va kham nghiém thi thé bac toi, nén
ong ay sé co thé ké lai cho 6ng Poirot moi chi tiét quan trong.”

“Vang, t6i hiéu chuyén d6 ma.” Caroline tra 10i day vé mién cuGng.

Toi di di lai lai trong phong mot lat, cu6i cung nghiém nghi ndi véi Flora,
“Flora, hay nghe 10i toi. Toi khuyén co khong nén 10i ong tham tr d6 vao vu
nay.”

Co ding phat day, ma bat dau wng dé, “Toi hiéu vi sao 6ng noi thé.” Co
tiec gian gao 1én. “Nhung ciing chinh vi 1y do d6 ma t6i nhat dinh di. Ong lo
sg! Nhung t6i thi khong. T6i hiéu Ralph r6 hon 6ng.”

“Ralph a?” Caroline giat minh. “Ralph thi lam gi ¢ day?”

Chang ai trong chuing t6i dé y dén chi ay.

“Ralph c6 thé nhu nhwgc.” Flora tiép tuc. “Anh ay c6 thé 1am mdy chuyén
ngu ngoc trong qua khit, tham chi ca nhitng viéc xdu xa, nhung khong cé
chuyén anh ay giét nguoi.”

“Khong, khong.” T6i v6i néi. “Toi khdng bao gio nghi cho cau ay.”

“Thé thi tai sao t6i qua ong lai ghé vao quan Heo ritrng?” Flora d6t nhién
héi thang. “Trén dudng 6ng vé nha, sau khi thi thé cta bac dwgce tim thay?”

To6i bi &4 khau. To6i d@ mong cudc viéng tham cua minh dwgc giit kin.

“Lam sao c0 biét chuyén nay?” Toi hoi ngugc lai.

“T6i da dén do sang nay.” Flora dap. “T6i c6 nghe phuc vu quan noéi
Ralph ting ¢ do...”
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“Co0 khong hay biét chuyén cau ta dang & King’s Abbot sao?” Toi chen
ngang.

“Khong, t0i cling ngac nhién. To6i khong hiéu dugc. T6i dén dé va héi gap
anh ay. Ho cho t6i hay, chac la ho cling néi véi ong nhw vay, rang anh ay da
ra ngoai ltic chin gio t6i hom qua va... va van chua thay ve.”

C0 cuwong quyét nhin thang vao mat toi, va nhuw thé dé tra 16i cau hoéi hién
1én trong do, co thot 1én, “Thi sao, tai sao anh dy phdi lam vay? Anh ay c6
thé di... dau do roi. Cé khi anh dy da vé London r6i cling nén.”

“Pé lai hanh ly & day sao?” Toi binh than van lai.

Flora giam chan.

“T6i khong quan tam. Chac chan phai c6 1y do, va c6 khi 1y do d6 chang
c6 gi phic tap.”

“Va do la ly do ¢6 mudn sang gap 6ng Hercule Poirot sao? Chang phai dé
yén moi chuyén sé tot hon sao? Hay nhg chi it canh sat cting khéng nghi
ngo Ralph. Ho dang diéu tra theo huwéng hoi khac.”

“Nhung chinh la vi thé day.” Co6 gai la 1én. “Ho c6 nghi ngd anh ay. Sang
nay c6 mot ong tir Cranchester dén, tén la thanh tra Raglan, ro la mét lao
nhod con kho chiu, trong nhu cao vay. Toi phat hién ra la 6ng ta da ghé quan
Heo rirng trede t6i. Phuc vu ké hét cho t6i 6ng ay ¢ dé nhu thé nao, hoi ho
nhitng cau gi. Chac chac 6ng ta da nghi ngo Ralph.”

“Néu thé thi phia canh sat da doi hwéng.” Toi nhan xét. “Vay la ong ta
khong tin vao gia thuyét Parker la hung tht caa Davis r6i?”

“Parker sao dugc.” Chi t6i noi, miéng biu moi khinh bi.

Flora budc kéen va chu dong khoac canh tay toi.

“Qi! Béc si Sheppard, hdy sang nha dng Poirot ndy ngay di. Ong ta s& tim
ra su that.”

“Flora than yéu. T6i diém tinh, dat tay 1én ban tay c¢6. C6 c6 chac do sé la
si that ma ching ta mudn biét khong?”

C6 nhin t6i, gat dau cwong nghi, “Ong khong chic. Nhung t6i thi c6. Tai
hiéu Ralph r6 hon 6ng.”
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“Tat nhién anh ta khong lam r6i.” Caroline néi, sau mot hoi c6 gang git
im lang. “Ralph c6 thé ngong cuéng, nhung cau dy la mot chang trai dang
yéu, cu xt lich thiép hét muc.”

T6i dinh néi vGi Caroline rang tw tredc téi nay khéng thiéu nhitng tén sat
nhan cé cung cach cu xw lich thiép, thdm chi la rat nhiéu tén nhw thé la dang
khac, nhung vi c6 mét Flora & dé nén t6i khong tién ndi. Do c6 gai nhat
quyét doi di cho bang dwoc, t6i danh chiéu theo. Hai ching t6i roi di ngay
tic khac, nhanh chéng thoat khéi ba chi t6i trwdc khi chi ay kip dwa ra bat
c? tuyén bo phong doan nao m@ dau bang cum tr “Tat nhién la...” yéu thich
cta chi ay.

M@ ctta cho ching t6i ¢ Larches 1a mot ba gitup viéc vdi chiéc mii lwdi
Breton to twéng doi trén dau. Ong Poirot hinh nhw c6 & nha.

Chtng t6i dwgc dan dén mot phong khach nhé hét sitc ngan nap va gon
gang. Chi chirng mot phit sau, 6ng hang x6m hém qua t6i gap da xuat hién
tredc madt chung toi.

“Ngdi bdc si,” 6ng ta mim cwoi, r6i lich s cui chao Flora. “Quy ¢d6.”

Khéng mudn mat thoi gio vong vo, t6i vao chuyén luon: “Co 1€ 6ng da
nghe thay bi kich xdy ra t6i hom qua.” Mdt 6ng ta chgt nang triu.

“Chac chan la t6i c6 nghe r6i. That la kinh khung. T6i xin thanh thuc gii
10i chia buén t&i thua ¢6 day. Liéu toi c6 thé gitp gi cho c6 chang?”

“Co Ackroyd,” t6i ngap ngirng, “mudn nho ong gidp... gidap...”

“Gitp tim ra hung tha giét bac t6i.” Flora n6i n6t mot cach ranh rot.

“T6i hidu ro6i.” Ong hang x6m nhé bé dap. “Nhuwng khong phai canh sat s&
lam chuyén do6 sao?”

“Ho c6 thé mac sai 1am.” Flora néi. “Tham chi ngay bay gi¢ day, ho dang
sap stta mac phai mot sai lam. Lam on, 6ng Poirot, 0ong c6 thé gitp ching toi
khong? Néu... néu la van dé tién bac thi...”

Poirot 1ap ttrc gio tay can lai.

“Khong phai chuyén dé, xin c6, thua c6. Tat nhién, khong phai la toi
khong quan tdm dén tién bac.” Ong ta nhay mét. “Tién rdt quan trong véi
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t0i, luon luon la vay. Nhung van dé khong phai ¢ cho do, néu toi tham gia vu
nay, co phdi hiéu rd mot diéu: Toi sé theo n6 dén cung. Mot con ché san cy
phach thi khéng bao gid tir bé vét mui hwong ma n6 da lan theo, xin hay nhg
diéu nay! T6i e r6i day co sé an han ma wdc rang: gia ma minh da dé vu an
nay cho canh sat hat & day giai quyét.”

“T6i mudn biét sy that.” Flora cwong quyét no6i, mat nhin thang vao mat
ong ta.

“Toan bo sy that?”

“Toan bo sy that.” Co gai dap lai, khong hé to ra lung lac.

“Vay thi t6i chdp nhan.” Ngudi dan 6ng nho con nhe nhang néi. “Va t6i
hy vong c6 sé khong phéi h6i han vi nhitng 16i minh vira n6i. Nao, gio hay
thuat lai cho t6i toan bo dién bién su viéc.”

“Pé bac si Sheppard néi cho 6ng thi t6t hon.” Flora dé nghi. “Ong ay
chitng kién dwgc nhiéu chuyén hon t6i.”

Nhw 161 dé nghi, toi 1ap tirc ditng ra twong thudt ti mi tr dau dén cudi cau
chuyén, gom tat ca nhitng gi td6i da ghi nhan lai trwdc do6. Poirot lang nghe
cham chu, d6i cho xen vao mat hai cau hoi, nhwng phan 16n thoi gian la ngoi
im ldng, mat hwdng 1én tran nha.

T6i chon thoi diém minh cung vién thanh tra roi khoi Biét thw Pernly t6i
qua dé két thac cho cau chuyén.

“Gio thi,” Flora tiép tuc, “xin 6ng hdy ké cho ong Poirot day tat ca moi
thit vé Ralph.”

T6i hoi chan chtt, nhwng bi &nh mat nhw ra 1énh cua Flora thiic ép, nén
danh phai thuat lai nét chuyén viéng tham ctia minh. Khi t6i sap stta chdm
diit cau chuyén lan tht hai, Poirot héi lai, “Ong da ghé qua cai quan tro,
quan Heo rtrng do, to6i hom qua trén duwong vé nha sao? T6i c6 thé hoi chinh
xac la tai sao ong lam vay khong?”

T6i ngtrng mot gidy, can than chon Iya cau tr minh mudn noi, “To6i nghi
nén c6 ai do dén bao cho ciu dy vé cai chét ctia cha dwgng. Sau khi roi
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Fernly, t6i doan dwgc la hinh nhw chi c6 moi t6i va 6ng Ackroyd biét dugc
rang cau ay dang ¢ trong lang.”

Poirot gat dau.

“Ra vay. B6 la dong co duy nhat ctia 6ng khi dén dé a?”

“Po6 la dong co duy nhat cta t6i.” T6i dap lai mot cach may méc.

“Cht khong phai 1a vi, ndi sao nhi, vi muon ty tran an ban than nén 6ng
md&i dén do kiém tra nguoi thanh nién dé do sao?”

“Tran an ban than t6i?” T6i ngac nhién hoi lai.

“Thwa bdc si, t0i tin 6ng hiéu rat ro y toi dang noéi & day, du ong c6 vo
nhw khong biét. T6i cho rang néu duwgc thdy Pai ty Paton van & nguyén
trong phong ca budi t0i thi c6 1é 6ng sé thay nhe nhom lam.”

“Khong hé cé chuyén d6.” Toi yéu 6t chong ché.

Vi tham t¥ nghiém nghi lac dau.

“Vay la ong khong tin twong toi nhw co Flora day. Nhung cling khong
quan trong. Piéu ching ta can quan tam chinh la: Pai Gy Paton dang mat
tich, va trong hoan canh hién nay, ching ta can tim ra 10i giai thich cho sy
bién mat nay. T6i sé khong tip ma& gi vdi cac vi nita, theo to6i tinh hinh hién
nay c6 vé nghiém trong. Dau vay, cting khong loai trir kha nang cau tra 16i &
day lai 1a mot 1y do hét sitc don gian.”

“T6i cling néi nhw vay suot!” Flora hang hai n6i 16n.

Poirot khong noi gi thém dén chu dé do nita. Thay vao do, éng ngo y
muén dén thing van phong canh sat hat. Ong cho ring t6t nhat Flora nén
quay vé nha, chi can cé toi di cung va gidi thiéu 6ng ay cho vién thanh tra
dam nhan vu an la dwoc roi.

Chung t6i lam theo ké hoach nay ngay tic thi. T6i va Poirot gap thanh tra
Davis bén ngoai don canh sat, trong anh ta mat miii hét sitc thdm hai. Pitng
canh dé la Pai ta Melrose, canh sat trudng, va mot nguoi dan ong khac ma
theo 161 Flora mo ta 1a “giéng con cao”, khong kho khan dé to6i nhan ra do la
thanh tra Raglan ttv Cranchester.
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Do la cho quen biét vGi Melrose, t6i gigi thiéu Poirot cho anh ta va giai
thich tinh hinh, vé byc boi hién r6 trén mat vién canh sat treéng, con thanh
tra Raglan thi 1ap ttc sa sam. Riéng Davis hinh nhu lai thoang ho héi khi
nhin thdy vé cau cé ctia hai Pai ty cap trén.

“Vu an sap dugc sang t6 nhu ban ngay réi.” Raglan n6i. “Chang can dén
nhitng ga nghiép duv nhiing tay vao dau. Néu khong phdi la do ké nao dé t6i
qua da qua ngu ngoc khi quan sat vu an, thi ching to6i da khong mat toi muai
hai tiéng qua r6i.”

Vira ndi hét cau, 6ng ta lién quang cho anh chang Davis dang thuvong mot
cai nhin tic t6i, nhung chi nhan dugc vé phét 16 rdo hoanh.

“Tat nhién gia dinh 6ng Ackroyd muén lam nhitng gi ma ho thay nén
lam.” Pai td Melrose 1én tiéng. “Nhung ching t6i khong duge phép dé mot
vu diéu tra chinh thitc gap phai bat cit can tré nao tir bén ngoai. Di nhién t6i
c6 biét danh tiéng 1ay litng ctia ngai Poirot day.” Ong ta lich sy thém vao.

“Canh sat thi khong thé di quang cdo nhu ai duwgc, chan that day.” Raglan
giong diéu mia mai.

Nhung r6i, chinh Poirot lai la nguwoi ding ra go r6i cho khong khi cang
thang khi do.

“Pung la t6i da lui vé ¢ an, tranh moi sw doi réi. Toi khong dinh nhan
thém bat ¢t vu nao nita. Ma hon ca la t6i rat sg du luan 6n ao. Vay nén t6i
xin thinh cau mot viéc, la trong vu nay, néu tdi cé gitp sic dugce chuit gi cho
viéc pha an, thi mong moi nguoi gitt kin tén t6i.”

Nghe dén day vé mat thanh tra Raglan c6 vé gian ra mot chit. Con vi Pai
ta cling bat dau than thién hon, nhan xét, “T6i c6 nghe qua vé nhitng chién
tich dang né ctia 6ng.”

“T6i chi 1a ngwdi nhiéu kinh nghiém théi.” Poirot khiém ton. “Nhung
nhitng thanh cong cua t6i da phan déu nho c6 sy trg gitp cua phia canh sat
ma thanh. T6i hét sitc ngwdng mo gidi canh sat nwdc Anh. Néu thanh tra
Raglan day cho phép t6i dwoc phu ta ngai ay, toi sé 1dy lam vinh du va hanh
dién lam.”

Mat vién thanh tra lap tifc twoi tinh han.
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Dai t4 Melrose kéo t6i sang mot bén, néi nho, “T6i nghe ké, anh ban nho
con nay ting lam nhitng chuyén thyc sy dang né. Ching t6i di nhién rat
muon ty gidi quyét ma khong phai goi bao 1én S& chi huy diéu tra London.
Raglan c6 vé rdt ty tin vé ban than, nhwng t6i van khong yén tim vé ong ay
1dam. Ong ciing thdy d4y, t6i... &... biét cic cap quan tdm dén vu ndy lam.
Ong ban nay c6 vé khong ra day lam 14y tiéng phai khong? Chéc s& chiu &m
tham ma lam viéc véGi chung t6i chi ha?”

“Tiéng tam cua thanh tra Raglan ciing sé nho d6 ma vang xa hon.” Toi
trinh trong noi.

“Ai cha cha...” Dai td Melrose ho hdi cao giong. “Vay la chiing t6i phai
cap nhat luon cho 6ng tinh hinh méi nhat r6i, 6ng Poirot.”

“Tdi xin cam on 6ng.” Poirot dap. “Ong ban Sheppard ctia t6i day c6 néi
gi do vé viéc ong quan gia dang bi tinh nghi ding khong?”

“Toan ba céi thit nham nhi.” Raglan chup lu6n. “May tén gia nhan thugng
lIwu kiéu do6 sg dén kinh hon bat via, nén ctt 1am la 1dm 1ét 1a dang thoi.”

“Vay dau van tay thi sao?” Toi hoi an y.

“Chéng giong caa Parker chiit ndo.” Ong ta cudi nhat, néi thém. “Ctia 6ng
va Raymond cling khong khdp, bac si a.”

“Thé dau tay cua Pai tiy Ralph Paton thi sao?” Poirot hoi nhé.

Trong long t6i tham né phuc cai cach ma Poirot ddm manh dan dwong dau
thdng v6i van dé nhw vay. Anh mét vién thanh tra ciing bat dau len 16i chuit
né trong.

“T6i thay ong la ngwoi lam viéc nhanh gon dit khoat, ong Poirot a. Chac
chan dwgc lam viéc cung 6ng sé mot han hanh 16n véi toi day. Ching toi sé
lay dau van tay ctia chang trai d6 ngay khi chiing t6i tim dwoc cau ay.”

“T6i van ct thidy la 6ng da di sai hudng, thanh tra a.” Dai ta Melrose 1én
tiéng. “Toi da biét Ralph Paton tir khi n6 con lai mot cau bé. Khong co
chuyén né lai di lam cai viéc giét nguoi xau xa nhw vay dau.”

“Biét dau day.” Vién thanh tra giong khong chut cam xtc.

“Ong c6 bing chitng gi dé nghi ngd anh ta khong?” T6i héi xen vao.
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“Ra ngoai ding ltic chin gio dém hom qua. Cé nguwoi nhin thidy 1én vén
quanh khu biét thy Fernly tam chin gio ba muoi. Tt d6 khong thdy dau.
Puoc biét 1a dang vudéng vao chuyén tién bac nghiém trong. T6i thu dwgc
mot doi giay cua anh ta day, giay dé dinh cao su. Anh ta c6 hai doi, gan nhw
y hét nhau. Gio to6i qua bén dé dé so sanh doi giay vdi vét chan dé lai. Hién
dang c6 canh sat & bén dy canh chitng khéng cho ai dong cham gi vao vét
do.”

“Ching toi sé di ngay bay gio day.” Pai td Melrose néi. “Ong va éng
Poirot di cung chung t6i ludn chi?”

Chtng t6i tan thanh, va tat cd cung leo 1én xe ctia Pai ta. Vién thanh tra
nong long mudn dén ché dau chan ngay lap titc nén yéu cau xe tha 6ng ay
ngay tai gac canh ngoai cong. Poan duong xe di tir cong vao nha mai dugc
mot nita thi ngay bén phai chiung to6i xudt hién mot con dwong mon chay
thang dén bac hién va ctra s6 phong lam viéc cua Ackroyd.

“Ong Poirot c6 muén di cling thanh tra luén khéng, hay ngai muén vao
xem phong lam viéc trivdc?” Vi canh sat truong hoi.

Poirot chon phwong an thi hai. Parker mé& ctta cho ching t6i. van gitt
nguyén diéu bo ké ca va kinh can, anh ta c6 vé da hoi phuc sau con hoang
loan t6i qua.

Dal ta Melrose 16i mot chia khoéa tir trong tdi, mé& canh ctra dan vao hanh
lang, roi di trdc dan dwong cho chiing t6i 1én phong lam viéc.

“Ngoai trir xac chét da dugc doi di, con lai ctia can phong van gitt y
nguyén hién trang t6i qua, 6ng Poirot a.”

“Va thi thé nan nhan dwgc tim thay... & dau?”

T6i c6 gang mo ta tw thé cia Ackroyd giong nhat cé thé. Chiéc ghé banh
van quay vao phia 10 sudi.

Poirot budc dén va ngbi xuong chiéc ghé.

“Buc the mau xanh ma 6ng noi, n6 & vi tri nao khi ong roi di?”

“Ong Ackroyd dit n6 ngay trén chiéc ban nho nay bén tay phai ong ay.”

Poirot gat dau.
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“Ngoai ra tat ca van & nguyeén vi tri cii.”

“Vang, toi cho la vay.”

“Pai td Melrose, phién 6ng c6 thé chiu kho ngbi xudng chiéc ghé nay mot
lat dugc khong? Téi cam on. Gio ong bdc si, 6ng c6 thé vui long chi cho t6i
biét chinh xac con dao duwgc dam vao dau khong?”

To6i lam theo, trong khi dé, Poirot ditng & 16i vao cira.

“Vay thi ngay ti¥ cita ngudi ta cé thé nhin thay can dao nho ra. Ca 6ng va
Parker déu nhin thay né titc thi?”

“Vang?”

Poirot ra ditng canh ctra s6, “Tat nhién dén van sang khi 6ng phat hién ra
thi thé chi?” Ong ngoéi lai hoi.

T6i no6i ding, va cung ra ditng canh khi 6ng ta xem xét ky cac diu vét trén
bé ctra so.

“Pé dinh cao su ¢ diy cung loai v6i gidy cia Pai iy Paton.” Ong 1am
bam.

R6i Poirot lai quay vao ditng giita phong lan nita, nhin khap mét luwgt
vong quanh, 4nh mat ldo luyén quét nhanh qua moi vat dung trong phong.
Cubi cung 6ng ta chot héi: “Ong c6 phai 1a ngudi quan sat t6t khong, bac si
Sheppard?”

“Chac la c6.” T6i dap, hoi bat ngo.

“T6i c6 thé doan la tbéi qua 10 swdi nay chac chan cé dwoc dot lira. Khi
ong pha ctra di vao va phat hién 6ng Ackroyd da chét, 6ng c6é nhé ngon lira
trong thé nao khong? N6 van chay hay sap lui r6i?”

T6i bat cwdi kho hiéu, “T6i... téi khong no6i chac dugce. Luc do tdi khong
dé y. C6 thé 1a Raymond hay Thiéu ta Blunt...”

Ong tham t tredc mit toi lic dau cwdi nhe, “Lam viéc gi ciing phai c6
phwong phap. T6i da nham ngwdi khi chon 6ng dé hoi cau dé. Moi ngudoi
déu co6 linh virc chuyén mon riéng, 6ng c6 thé noéi cho toi biét moi chi tiét vé
biéu hién bén ngoai cuia nan nhan, riéng cai do6 thi khong gi qua mat ong
dwge. Néu td6i mudn biét thong tin vé gidy to trén ban, thi chac chan anh
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Raymond sé la nguwoi dé y t&i moi th ¢ d6. Con dé tim hiéu vé ci lira chay
trong phong lic do, t6i phai di héi ngwdi c6 trach nhiém chuyén dé mat dén
nhitng thit nhw vay. Cho phép t6i...”

Ong nhanh chan di vé phia 16 swi va rung chudng. Trong chéc l4t, Parker
xuat hién, ngap ngting hoi, “To6i nghe chudng goi, thwa ngai.”

“Vao di Parker.” Dai td Melrose néi. “Quy 6ng day muon héi ong vai
chuyén.”

Parker lai chuyén anh nhin kinh can sang phia Poirot. “Anh Parker nay,
khi anh pha ctta x6ng vao cung bac si Sheppard t6i qua va phat hién thay
ong chu anh da chét, thi tréng ngon Itta Idc dé thé nao?”

Parker 1ap titc tré 10i, “Lra chay rat thap, thwa ngai. Gan nhw bj tat.”

“A!” Poirot reo mirng nhuw bat dwgc vang, réi tiép tuc: “Nhin quanh anh
xem, Parker tuyét vOi cua toi. Moi th trong can phong c6 chinh xac nhuw luc
d6 khong?”

Do6i mat vién quan gia quét mét lwgt quanh phong, va cudi cung ding &
ctra so.

“Rem ctra luc do dong, thua ngai, den dién dugc bat.”

Poirot gat dau dong tinh, “Con gi nita khong?”

“C0, thwa ngai, chiéc ghé nay dugc kéo xich ra ngoai thém mot chit nita.”

Anbh ta chi vao chiéc ghé banh I6n lung cao & bén trai canh ctta, chan giira
clra ra vao va ctra s6. Toi nhanh tay phac thdo so d6 can phong, danh dau
vao chiéc ghé dé mot chit X.#
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“Chi cho t6i xem nao.” Poirot nai.

Quan gia kéo chiéc ghé banh xich ra cach twong tam bay muwoi centimet,
xoay mot chit cho né doi dién thang vdi canh cira.
tri d6 ca. Gio toi tw hoi ai da day chiéc ghé vé cho cli? C6 phai la anh
khong?”

“Khong, thwa ngai.” Parker n6i ngay. “T6i khi 4y qua dau budn khi nhin
thdy ong chd minh nhw thé.”

Poirot nhin qua phia t6i, “Co phai ong khong, bac si?”

Toi lac dau.

“Ghé dwoc ké lai cho cii khi t6i quay lai cung canh sat, thwa ngai.” Parker
néi thém vao. “T6i chac chan thé.”

“That ky la.” Poirot lap lai.

“Thé thi han la Raymond hodac Blunt da v6 tinh day n6 vé cho cii r6i.” T6i
de xuat. “Chac tai nghi n6 chang quan trong?”

“Pung la né hoan toan chang quan trong gi.” Poirot néi. “Thé nén no lai
cang ky la.” Ong ta nho giong néi thém.

“Thw 16i cho t6i mot chit.” Dai td Melrose lén tiéng, roi ra khdi phong
cung Parker.

“Ong c6 tin Parker dang néi that khong?” T6i héi.

“Vé chiéc ghé thi c6. Con nhitng chuyén khac thi t6i khong biét. Ong bdc
si a, 6ng sé nhan ra ngay néu 6ng quen lam may vu kiéu nay, rang tat ca déu
twong dong v4i nhau & mot diém.”

“Piém gi vay?” T6i to mo.

“La tdt cad moi nguoi déu cé6 mot bi mat mudn che gidu.”

“Toi c6 khong?” Toi cwoi noi.

Poirot nhin t6i chdm chim, “T6i nghi 1 6ng cé.” Ong ta néi nhé.

“Nhung...”
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“Ong da noi hét v6i toi nhitng gi dng biét vé cau Paton ndy chwa?” Thay
mat toi bat dau do birng, ong ta lién nd nu cudi, “0 ding sg. Toi sé khong
ép 6ng. R6i dén ldc thich hgp t6i sé biét no thoi.”

“Ong c6 thé cho t6i biét ddi diéu vé phwong phap cta 6ng khong?” Toi
voi doi chu dé dé 1ap liém vé nguong ngung ctia minh. “Vi du nhu vé ngon
Itra chang han, la nhw thé nao?”

“O, cai d6 thi don gian thdi, ong roi ong Ackroyd ldc... chin gid kém
muoi, co phai khong?”

“Vang, chinh xac.”

“Ctra sO0 khi d6 dong va duwgc chot lai, con ctra ra vao thi khong duoc
khoéa. Vao lic mwoi gio muwdi lam khi xac chét dugce tim thay, thi civa ra vao
lai dwgc khéa con civa s6 thi mé. Ai da mé n6? Chac chan chi c6 ty 6ng
Ackroyd m&i c6 thé lam vay, vi 1y do nao do6. Co thé 1a do can phong lic do6
qua néng birc, nhung vi Itta mGi gan tat va hom qua thoi tiét dot ngot trd
lanh, nén dé khong thé la nguyén nhan. Vay la c6 thé vi 6ng dy da dong y
ma& ctta cho ai d6 vao bang 16i nay. Va néu 6ng ta cho ai dé vao bang 16i nay,
thi chdac chan ddy phai la m6t nguwoi rat gan giii v6i ong ta, vi trudc do
Ackroyd da khang khang bat khéa chét ctra s6 nay.”

“Nghe don gian that day.” T6i nhan xét.

“Moi thit rat don gian, néu 6ng biét sap xép cac chi tiét mét cach logic.
Gio chung ta quan tdm dén danh tinh cta nguwdi ¢ cung 6ng ay lic chin gio
ba muoi toi qua. Moi chi tiét @ day déu cho thay rang ké do la chinh nguoi
dwgc méd cira vao bang 16i ctra s6, va du c6 Flora c6 nhin thdy 6ng Ackroyd
con song sau do, nhung ching ta van khong thé tim dwoc 10i giai cho bi an
nay néu chuwa biét vi khach do la ai. Ctra s6 d6 c6 thé van dé mé sau khi han
ta r0i di va do do tao 16i vao cho tén giét nguoi, hodc cting khong loai trir
kha nang van la vi khach ay quay lai Ian nita. A! Vi Dai ta quay lai day r6i.”

Dai td Melrose ham hé& bwdc vao, “Cudi cung thi cling da lan ra dugc ci
dién thoai d6. N6 khong dugc goi di tir day, ma dwgc ndi may dén nha bac si
Sheppard lic 10 gio 15 t0i tit mot buong dién thoai cong cong & nha ga
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King’s Abbot. Va vao lic 10 gid 23 c6 mdt chuyén tau dém roi ga di
Liverpool.”
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CHUONG 8
THANH TRA RAGLAN TU TIN

Chung t6i nhin nhau.

“Ong chéc sé cho di l1ay 15i khai & nha ga roi chi?” Tai hoi.

“Di nhién, nhung t6i khong ky vong nhiéu vé két qua dau. Hai vi cling
biét nha ga thi nhw thé nao r6i ma.”

T6i biét. Du King’s Abbot chi l1a mét lang qué, nhung nha ga & day lai la
mot ga dau moi quan trong. La diém dirng cia hau hét cac xe Itta toc hanh
16n, day con la noi cho tau trdnh-vugt, chuyén ray va tiép nhién liéu. Nha ga
c6 lap dat hai ba buong dién thoai cong cong. Vao gio dé budi toi c6 ba tau
nho dia phwong vao ga sat nhau, dé kip chuyén tiép véi chuyén tau toc hanh
1én mién bac sé vao ga ldc 10 gio 19 phut va roi di lic 10 gio 23 phat. Ca
san ga sé ngap nhitng ngwoi hoi ha voi vang, va co may ai dé dé y dén mot
ca nhan ding goi dién thoai & buéng hodc leo 1én tau toc hanh thyc sy la rat
nho.

“Nhung tai sao lai phdi goi dién?” Melrose hoi. “T6i thay viéc nay hét strc
ky quac. Lam thé dwong nhu chang c6 nghia 1y gi cd.”

Poirot can than xoay mot twgng st trén ti sach cho ngay ngan, noéi vong
qua vai, “Chac chan phai c6 mot 1y do nao do.”

“Nhung 1a 1y do gi méi dwgc?”

“Khi nao ching ta kham pha dwoc ra nd, ching ta sé biét dap an cho tat
cd. Vu an nay qua thyc rat ky la va tha vi.” Cé cai gi do rat kho ta trong ngit
diéu cta Poirot khi 6ng ta néi nhitng ti* cudi dé. Téi cam thdy nhw thé 6ng
ay dang nhin nhan vu an tir mot géc do dac biét cta riéng ong ay, va 6ng ay
da nhin thay nhitng gi thi nam ngoai tam phan doan cua t6i.

Ong thdm ti ra ding bén ctra s6 va nhin ra ngoai, héi ma khéng ngoanh
lai, “Ong c6 néi lic chin gid dong gidp nguoi dan 6ng la ngodi céng phai
khong, bac si Sheppard?”
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“Vang.” T6i dap. “Luc dé t6i nghe thay thap chudng diém ding chin gio.”

“Mait khoang bao lau dé han vao dén khu nha nhi, dén cho ctra s6 nay
chang han.”

“Pi tir ngoai vao thi mat nam phit. Con néu di tat bang 16i mon nho bén
phai dwong 16n tir cong vao thi chi con hai hay ba phut gi thoi, 16i d6 dan
thang vao day.”

“Nhung néu thé thi han ta phéi biét dwong di. To6i phéi néi sao cho ré nhi?
Tivc 1a ngwoi do phai tirng & day trwde do, thi maéi biét ré6 moi ngdéc ngach
quanh khu minh song.”

“Pung thé.” Pai td Melrose dong tinh.

“Chac chan ching ta sé phat hién ra ngay néu biét 6ng Ackroyd c6 tiép
nguoi la nao trong tuan vira qua.”

“Cau Raymond c6 thé néi cho ching ta biét ddy.” Toi noi.

“Hay Parker cting dugc.” Dai ta Melrose dé xuat.

“Hodc cd hai.” Poirot mim cuoi.

Dai td Melrose di tim Raymond, con toi rung chudng goi Parker 1én.

Pai ta quay lai gan nhu ngay lap titc, di cung la cau thuw ky tré, va gidi
thiéu cau ta cho Poirot. Geoffrey Raymond van twoi tinh va vui vé nhw moi
khi, to ra ngac nhién va mung r& khi dwgc lam quen véi Poirot.

“T6i khong hé biét 1a ngai lai mai danh an tich & ngay trong lang chiing
toi, ngai Poirot.” Anh ta néi. “Pugc quan sat ngai lam viéc la mot dac an 16n
cho t6i day. O kia, céi gi day?”

Twr ndy tdi gio Poirot van ditng ngay bén trai canh ctra. Gio khong hiéu tir
lic nao 6ng ay da ditng qua mot bén, va toi tin rang khi @ sau lung t6i, 6ng
ay han da nhanh tay kéo chiéc ghé banh ra ding vi tri ma Parker da chi.

“Mubn toi ngoi xuéng ghé nay trong lic ngai tién hanh th mau sao?”
Raymond bong dua. “Cac vi cé y twéng gi day?”

“Anh Raymond, chiéc ghé nay duwgc kéo ra, nhw thé nay, t6i hom qua lic
ong Ackroyd dugc phat hién bi sat hai. C6 ai d6 da day né vé lai cho cii. Co
phai la anh khong?”
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Anh thu ky dap ngay, khong suy nghi, “Khong, t6i khong hé lam. T6i con
khong nhé 1a né da & vi tri dé nita co, nhung néu 6ng noéi thé thi no la thé
r6i. Du sao thi chac chan phai c6 ai d6 da day né vé dung vi tri chit. Nguoi
ta pha héng mot manh moi nao do roi a? Té that!”

“Khong sao ca,” vi tham tr néi nhanh. “Hoan toan khong sao. Thoi, day
mdi la chuyén t6i can hoi anh day, anh Raymond: Su6t mot tuan qua cé bat
ct? ngwoi la nao dén gap 6ng Ackroyd khéng?”

Anh thue ky chau may c6 nhé lai, vira lic ddy thi Parker cling xuat hién
sau tiéng chudng goi.

“Khong.” Cudi cing Raymond Ién tiéng. “Tdi khong nhé ra ai ca. Ong c6
nhd khong, Parker?”

“Ngai noi sao co?”

“C6 ai la mat dén gap 6ng Ackroyd tuan treéc khong?”

DPén luwgt vién quan gia ngam nghi mot hoi. Sau cung, anh ta dap, “Hom
tht Tw c6 mot chang trai tré dén day, thwa ngai. Theo t6i dugc biét la dén tw
Curtis and Troute.”

Raymond voi va chen ngang, “A, vang, t6i c6 nhd, nhung hinh nhw anh ta
khong phdi ngwoi ngai diy muon hoi.” Vién thw ky quay sang Poirot giai
thich. “Ong Ackroyd c6 y dinh mua mét chiéc may ghi &m. Thé s& hé trg
chung t6i lam viéc nhanh chong va hiéu qua hon. Hang ban may c6 gui dai
dién cua ho xudng lam viéc, nhung thwong vu lai chwa di dén dau. Ong
Ackroyd chwa quyét dinh c6 mua né hay khong.”

Poirot quay sang quan gia, “Anh c6 thé mo ta cau ta cho to6i dugc khong,
anh ban Parker tuyét voi, dugc viéc cua toi?”

“Cau ta téc vang, thwa ngdi, ngudi thdp. An mic hét sifc gon gang, mic
bd com € véi xéc mau xanh. Mot chang trai tré rat banh bao so v&i nhitng
nguoi cung liva, thua ngai.”

Poirot lai quay sang t6i, “Ga ma ong gap ngoai cong dang cao phai khong,
bac s1?”

“Vang.” T6i néi. “T6i wéc chirng tam mét tam.”
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“Thé thi khong phai ro6i.” Ong thdm ti* nhé con ngwdi Bi dénh gia. “Tai
cam on anh lam, Parker.”

Vién quan gia noi rieng véi Raymond.

“C6 ngai Hammond mdi tGi, thwa ngai. Ngai ay néng long muon biét liéu
ngai ay cé giap dugc gi khong, va mong duwgc cé doi 10i cung ngai.”

“T6i sé ra ngay day.” Anh chang thw ky néi, roi voi va di ra.

Poirot nhin vi canh sat treéng nhe muén hoéi. Ong ta voi dap, “La luat su
cua gia dinh, 6ng Poirot a.”

“Dgt nay anh chang Raymond sé ban ron day.” Poirot lam bam. “Anh ta
c6 vé dugce viéc, anh thu ky ay day.”

“T6i dugc biét ong Ackroyd coi anh ta la thw ky c6 nang lwc nhat.”

“Anh ta & day dugc... bao lau roi nhi?”

“Chac méi duwgce hai nam.”

“Cau dy lam moi viéc rat ti mi, cai nay thi t6i c6 thé doan chac. Cau ay
thuong giai tri bang gi vay? Cau ay c6 hay tham gia thé thao nao khong?”

“Thw ky riéng thi khong c6 nhiéu thoi gian cho nhitng viéc ay dau.” Pai
ta Melrose mim cudi. “T6i nghe néi Raymond choi gon. Bén he thi c6 choi
tennis.”

“Cau ay khong tham du cac treong dua chi, a t6i nén goi la gidi dua ngya
ma@i phai?”

“Cac ky hoi dua ngya u? Khong, to6i khong nghi la cau ay hitng thti mon
do.”

Poirot gat dau va c6 vé khong quan tdm dén chu dé nay nita. Ong nhin
cham cham khap can phong lam viéc.

“T6i nghi la minh da quan sat du tat ca nhitng gi can thiét & day roi.”

To6i cung nhin quanh, 1am bam, “Gia ma mdy birc twong kia c6 miéng dé
noi.”

Poirot lac dau, “Miéng luoi thi chwa da dau. Chiung con can phéi c6 mat
va tai nita kia. Nhung dirng lu6n nghi nhitng vat vo tri vo gidc nay” - noéi dén
day ong ay vdi lén dinh ta sach - “ludon luén cam lang. V&i toi thi d6i khi
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ching cling biét noi, nhitng do vat nhu ban, ghé, ching déu mang thong diép
ctia minh.”

ROi Ong ta quay ra ctra.

“Thong diép gi vay?” Toi kéu lén. “Hom nay ching da no6i cho 6ng biét
nhitng gi vay?”

Poirot hoi ngoanh lai va nhwén may, vira ngac nhién vira buon cudi, “Mot
ctra s6 m& toang. Mot canh cira ra vao bi khéa. M6t chiéc ghé r6 rang biét tw
dich chuyén. Véi ca ba thit nay, to6i déu héi: ‘tai sao?’ nhuwng khong nhan
duwoc cau tra 101.” Ong lai 1ic dau, nguyc won 1én, va ditng chép mét nhin
ching t6i. Nhin 6ng ta day vé ty cao qua 16. Trong dau t6i chot héi liéu 6ng
nay co6 thyc sw la tham t giéi hay khong, hay la danh tiéng vang doi cta
ong ta tr tredc dén nay thuan la nhd may man.

T6i nghi chac Pai td Melrose cling nghi nhu thé, vi 6ng ay khong giau vé
khé chiu ma héi xang, “Ong c6 mudén nhin thém gi nita khong, dng Poirot?”

“Néu dugce, ong chi cho chiéc ti bac dwng hung khi tredc khi né bi lay
mat thi tot qua. Sau dé thi t6i sé khong dam phién thém long tot cia 6ng
ntra.”

Chung t6i chuyén sang phong tiép khach, nhung trén duwong di lai gap anh
canh sat dang ditng dgi vi Pai ta. Hai ngudi nho to trao doi mot hoi, va sau
d6 6ng Dai ta xin phép cdo lui, dé t6i cung 6ng Poirot tw di cung nhau. T6i
chi cho Poirot chiéc ti bac. Ong 4y 14y tay m& nidp mot hai Ian, réi budng
tay dé n6 déng sap lai, sau d6 ong day canh ctta s6 mé toang va bwdc ra san
hién. T6i cling theo chan 6ng ay.

Ngay liuc d6 vién thanh tra Raglan ré ra phia hong nha va tién vé phia
ching t6i, vé mat nghiém trong nhung hai long. Thay ching toi, ong ta néi
ngay, “Ong day roi, 6ng Poirot. Cha cha, vu an héa ra khong c6 gi. Téi ciing
lay lam ti€c. C6 vé nhu anh ban tré Paton lwong thién kia da 1am dwong lac
16i.”

Mat Poirot sa sam, 6ng nhe nhang cét tiéng, “Vay toi e la toi sé khong thé
trg giip dugc gi nhiéu cho 6ng?”
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“Co 1€ dé dip khac vay.” Giong vién thanh tra diu dang an ui. “Du chiing
toi cling chang may khi c6 vu giét ngudi nhw thé trong cai x6 xinh té nhat
nay cua thé giéi.”

Anh mit Poirot t6 vé kham phuc, “Ong lam viéc that mau le dén phi
thwong. Toi co6 thé biét chinh xac 6ng da lam thé nao khong?”

“Tat nhién r6i.” Vién thanh tra néi. “Bat dau bang... phuwong phap nhé.
Vi t6i luén quan trong van dé phwong phap!”

“A! D6 ciing 1a khau hiéu caa t6i.” Ong tham t@ tan thanh. “Phwong phép,
trinh ty, va chut té bao chat xam.”

“T€ bao?” Vién thanh tra nhin cham cham khé hiéu.

“Chit t& bao xam tir ndo b 4y ma.” Ong tham ti Bi gidng giai.

“0, vang, tat nhién roi; cai dé ai ching diing.”

“Tuy nguwoi dung mic d6 nhiéu hay it.” Poirot lam bam. “Va ciing cé
khac biét vé chat lwvgng nita. Tom lai d6 la ca mot hé thong tam 1y tdi pham.
Nén c6 ai d6 nghién cttu vé mon nay.”

“A! Ho6a ra ong c6 say mé vé may thi¢ phan tich tdm than nay sao? T6i
day thi chi la nguwoi dau 6c gian don...”

“T6i chac chan ba Raglan sé khong dong tinh vGi cau d6 dau.” Poirot noi
vé tan duong, cui nhe.

Thanh tra hoi Iti xudng, dau cdi nhe dap lai, r6i ngang lén toét miéng
cwdi khodi chi, “Ong khong hiéu roi. Troi oi, ngon ngit that dé gay hidu lam.
Tb6i dang néi vdi dng vé cach tdi 1am viéc. Trude tién 1a phwong phap. Ong
Ackroyd dugc nhin thdy con song lan cudi lic muoi gio kém muoi lam, theo
10i khai cia c6 Flora Ackroyd. D6 la co s& s6 mdt, dung khong?”

“Néu ngai da noi thé.”

“Thi ding la vay. Vao lic mudi gio ba muoi, vi bac si day néi rang ong
Ackroyd da chét it nhat tir nita tiéng trwde. Ong van gift nguyén y kién diing
khong, bac si?”

“Tat nhién r6i.” Toi néi. “Khodng duwgc nita tiéng hodc lau hon.”
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“Rat tot. Nhuw vay ching ta biét chinh xdc mudi lam phiat con lai la
khoang thoi gian toi ac dién ra. T6i da 1ap mot danh sach moi nguwdi c6 mat
trong nha, va xem xét k¥ lwong, doi chiéu tén tirng ngwdi cung vi tri va cong
viéc ho dang lam trong thdi gian tir 9:45 dén 10 gio.”

Vién thanh tra dwa mét to gidy cho Poirot. Toi doc lwét né qua vai 6ng 4y.
N6 dugc trinh bay r6é rang nhu sau:

Thiéu ta Blunt: Trong phong bi da v&i anh Raymond. (Anh ay da xac nhan.)
Anh Raymond: Phong bi da. (Nhu trén.)

Ba Ackroyd: 9:45 ngbi xem van bi da. Lén tang di ngu 9:55. (Raymond va
Blunt nhin thay ba ay 1én lau.)

Co Ackroyd: Di thang tiv phong bac co dy lén tang. (Pa c6 xac nhan cua
Parker, va ngudi hau gai Elsie Dale.)

Gia nhan:

Parker: Di thang vé buong quan gia. (C6 xac nhan ctia co6 quan gia Russell,
cb dy co6 xudng trao doi véi ong ta vai 10i Iic 9:47, va ¢ trong phong it nhat
mudi phut.)

Co Russell: Nhw trén. No6i chuyén véi ¢o hau gai Elsie Dale trén tang lic
9:45.

Ursula Bourne (hau ban): O trong phong minh dén 9:55. Sau d6 & Phong
Gia nhan.

Ba Cooper (dau bép): O Phong Gia nhan.

Gladys Jones (hau gai hai): O Phong Gia nhan.

Elsie Dale: Phong ngt trén tang. C6 c6 Russell va Flora lam chitng.
Mary Thripp (hau bép): Phong Gia nhan.

“Ba dau bép da lam & day bay nam, c6 hau ban mwdi tdm thang, va Parker
m&i hon mot nam. Nhitng ngwoi con lai déu mGi. Ngoai triv Parker c6 gi do6
am mudi, con tat ca nhitng ngwoi khac déu binh thuwong.”

“M0ot danh sach rat day da.” Poirot nhan xét, dwa tra lai cho thanh tra, roi
nghiém mat néi thém. “T6i kha chac chan la Parker khong giét nguoi.”
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“Chi t6i cling nghi thé.” T6i chen vao. “Va chi ay thuwong hay dung lam.”
Nhung chang ai chd y dén 10i cua toi.

“Vay la c6 ly do kha ro rang dé loai trtv nhitng ngwoi trong nha.” Vién
thanh tra ti€ép tuc. “Gi0 dén mot diém hét sitc quan trong. Luc ba Mary
Black & ngoai gac canh cong kéo rém cira, da nhin thdy Ralph Paton ré vao
trong cong va di vé phia biét thy.”

“Ba ay c6 chac khong vay?” Téi lap titc hai.

“Kha chac. Ba ay thi biét rd cau ta trong thé nao ma. Cau ay di rat nhanh
va ré xuéng con duong mon bén phai, do la 16i tat di vao san hién.”

“Luc d6 la may gio?” Poirot hoi, van ngoi yén véi gwong mat khong chut
biéu cam.

“Chinh xac la chin gio hai muoi lam.” Vién thanh tra nghiem nghi dap.

ROi tat ca im lang. Cudi cung vién thanh tra Ién tiéng, “Tat ca da ro. Hoan
toan trung khép. Lic chin gio hai 1am, c6 nguwdi nhin thdy Pai dy Paton di
qua nha canh; khodng chin gid ba muoi, anh Geoffrey Raymond nghe thay
ai d6 doi dwa tién va 6ng Ackroyd tir ch6i. Chuyén gi xay ra tiép theo? Dai
uy Paton roi di bang duong cii: qua 16i ctra s6. Anh ta di doc san hién, tic
gian va roi loan. Thiéu t4 Blunt, anh Raymond va ba Ackroyd dang & trong
phong bi da. Phong khach hoan toan tréng. Anh ta lén vao, l1ay con dao trong
chiéc ta bac, va tré lai phong lam viéc. Anh ta thdo giay, tréo vao, va r6i...
dén day t6i khong can phai di vao chi tiét nita. Sau d6 anh ta leo ra va bo di.
Khéng con tam tri dé tré vé quan tro nita. Anh ta ra dén nha ga, va goi mot
cu dién thoai tw do...”

“Tai sao?” Poirot bat chgt cat ngang, ong ta chi hoi nhé nhung ciing da
khién toi giat ban.

Nguwoi dan 6ng bé nhé do nguwdi vé phia tredc, mat sang ruc ky la.

BI hoi dwong dot, thanh tra Raglan thoang giat minh, ngiwa ngwoi lai phia
sau. Cudi cung ong ta lén tiéng, “That kho tra 10i chinh x4c tai sao anh ta lai
lam vay. Nhung nhitng ké sat nhan thuwong hay lam nhitng chuyén buén cuoi
khong ai ngo t6i. Ong ma trong Iuc lwong canh sét thi chic chin dng sé 1o.
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Ngay ca tén khén ngoan nhat doi khi cting pham phai nhitng sai lam ngé
ngan. Nhung gio cit theo t6i, toi sé chi cho 6ng thay dau chan.”

Chung t6i theo vi thanh tra, di vong qua goc san hién t6i cita s6 phong
lam viéc. Raglan ra lénh va anh chang canh sat giao ra doi giay lay tir quan
tro trong lang.

Vién thanh tra dat chung lén dau vét trén nén dat. “Ching khép nhau.”
Ong ta ty tin khing dinh. “Nhung ciing phai néi thém, day khong chinh xac
la doi tao ra nhitng dau chan nay. Anh ta bé di cung doi giay gay an roi. Day
chi la mot doi giong vay, nhung cti hon... Miii dinh bi mon roi day nay.”

“Nhung chac chan c6 rat nhiéu nguwoi di giay c6 dinh tan cao su duéi dé
ma?” Poirot héi van.

“Tat nhién. Néu khong cé cac tinh tiét khac thi t6i da khéng qua nang né
v6i may dau chan nay dau.”

“Cau Dai uy Paton ay that 1a mdt anh chang ngu ngoc khi dé lai bang
chitng t6 cao su hién dién ctia minh thé nay.” Poirot tram ngam.

“A vang!” Vién thanh tra néi. “T6i qua trdi kho rdo thoang dang ma, 6ng
cling thay roi. Trén san hién va dwong rai soi thi cau ta khéng dé lai dau
chan duwgc. Nhung khong may cho cdu ay, hinh nhw cach day khéng lau cudi
doan duvong mon kia bi nwéc ngap. Nhin day nay.”

Céach ching t6i vai budc chan 1a mét con dudng rai séi noéi véi san hién.
Ngay gan diém giao d6 la mot viing bun nhdo nhoét va lay 10i, chang chit
qua rat nhiéu dau chan nguoi ngang doc, va trong so6 d6 c6 nhitng vét dé
giay dinh cao su.

Poirot lan theo con duwdong nho, va vién thanh tra bwdc di ngay canh ong.
Chot vi tham ¥ hoi, “Ong c6 dé y ddu chan phu nit day khong?”

“Tat nhién 1a c6.” Vién thanh tra cwdi 16n. “Nhung hang ngay cé rat nhiéu
phu nit di dwong nay, va ca dan 6ng nita. Pay la dwong tat thong dung dé di
vao nha ma. Gio ma phan loai tat ca ddu chan thi chiu théi. N6i cho cung thi
chinh may dau chan bén buc ctta méi 1a cai dang néi.” Poirot gat dau tan
thanh. Cho dén khi doan dwong chinh di vao nha hién ra tredc mat, vién
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thanh tra n6i, “Pi thém ntta cling chang dwoc gi. Tt day tat ca déu dugc rai
s6i, va nén rat ran.”

Poirot gat dau lan nita, nhung mat 6ng dan chat vao mét ngdi nha nhé
trong vuon, giong kiéu nha héng mat thwgng lvu. N6 nam hoi chéch vé bén
trai con dwong tredc mat ching toi, va cling c6 16i vao réi séi.

Poirot nan na & d6 thém déi phut cho dén khi vién thanh tra da di thang vé
ngoi nha 16n. R6i 6ng ta nhin sang t6i: “Chac chan 6ng la do Chda long lanh
giii dén cho t6i dé thay thé anh ban Hastings ctia t6i roi.” Ong nhdy mét noi.
“To6i dé y thay ong lic nao ciing & lai cung t6i. Gio 6ng thdy sao, bac si
Sheppard, ching ta cung kham pha nha héng mat nay ch? N6 lam toi to
mo.”

Ong ta buéc 1én ctta va mé ra. Bén trong gan nhu t8i om. Mot hai chiéc
ghé da hoen ri, mot by béong v6, va vai chiéc ghé gap duwgc xép gon hién ra
trong bong t6i 10 mo.

T6i hodng hon nhin 6ng ban mdéi cia minh thinh linh quy xudng, tay
chéng dat va bat dau bo dwdi san. Thinh thoang 6ng dy lai lac dau that vong,
va culi ctung ngoi 1én, dau goi van cham san, lam bam, “Chang c6 gi. Vay
thi, cé thé khong nhw mong dgi. Nhung gia ké né...”

Vi tham tr dot nhién sitng lai, nhom thang day, roi vuon tay ra véi lay
mot chiéc ghé ri, doan bdc ra cai gi doé tir bén ghé.

“Céi gi vay?” Toi kéu 1én. “Ong tim duoc cai gi thé?”

Poirot mim cwdi, mé ban tay ra cho toi thay vat thé nam giita ban tay
minh. M6t manh vai lanh cltng mau trang.

T6i cam 1y manh vai, nhin sim soi, roi lai tra vé cho éng ay, “Ong doan
no la gi ha 6ng ban?” Poirot hoi, mat nhin t6i hao hirng.

“MOt mau vai rach tir mot chiéc khan mui soa.” T6i nhdn vai doan bira.

Ong ta lai cdi gdp xudng va nhit mot chiéc 16ng nhé, nhin bé ngoai giéng
16ng ngong.

“Con day?” Poirot reo 1én dac thang. “Thi 6ng doan la gi?”

Lan nay t6i chi nhin tran tran ma khong doan noi.
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Vi tham t dut tdi chiéc 16ng ngong va nhin lai mau vai trang, dam chiéu,
“Mot manh khan mui soa a? Cé Ié la 6ng ding. Nhung ngudi ta van thuong
néi: mot hiéu giat t6t thi khong ho vai khan mui soa.”

Poirot gat gu vdi t0i, r6i can than kep mau vai vao cudn sob tay bé tidi cua
minh.
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CHUONG 9
HO CA VANG

Ching t6i cung nhau tr@ vao nha. Vién thanh tra da mat hit. Poirot dirng
mot chut ¢ bac hién, ditng quay luwng v6i ngbi nha, réi cham cham xoay dau
qua xoay dau lai ngdm nhin xung quanh.

“Mo6t co ngoi thdt nguy nga.” Ong ta tdm tic. “Ai sé thira ké né nhi?”

Cau noi lam toi ngac nhien va tham chi hoi choang vang. That ky la la
dén lic nay toi méi bat dau nghi dén van de thtra ké. Poirot nhin t6i, doan
duge ngay, “Vay 1a 6ng mdi bat dau c6 ¥ nay. Ong chwa bao gid nghi vé né
sao, ha?”

“Khong,” toi thanh that. “Gia ké t6i dé y mot chut.”

Ong ta td mo ngé sang t6i, “Khong biét dng néi thé c6 y gi.”

Poirot néi vé quan tam, nhwng dén khi thay t6i toan dap, 6ng chan lai
ngay.

“O khong, Khoéng_can thiét ddu! Ong sé& khong néi véi toi suy nghi that
cua ong dau.”

“Ai cling c6 bi mat nao day can phdi giau.” T6i nhac lai 10i 6ng ta, mim
CUOi.

“Chinh xac.”

“Ong van tin 1a thé chit?”

“Hon bao gio hét, ong ban a. Nhung khong dé gi ma qua mat dugc
Hercule Poirot nay dau. Lao ta c6 biét tai tim ra moi viéc.”

Ong vira budc xudng bac thang dan ra virdn hoa, vira néi, khong quay lai.

“Chung ta di dao chut di. Khong khi hom nay rat dé chiu.”

T6i cung 6ng di xuébng mot con dwong phia bén trai, hai bén la rang cay
thay tung chay doc. Con duwong di dao dan chiing t6i ra gitta vion, vat qua
nhitng thdm hoa phu doéi xitng, va phia cudi 16i di 1a khodng san tron lat
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gach, chinh gitta c6 xady mot ao ca vang vGi mot bang ghé ngoi bén bo. Thay
vi bude tiép dén cudi vuon, Poirot lai chon ré sang dudng khac, di thang téi
mot bén con doc phu cdy. Mot vat bén swon doc nay da duwgc don quang, va
nguoi ta cling ké san mot bang ghé trén d6. Hai ching t6i quyét dinh ngoi
xudng nghi. Ong tham t& phéng tAm mét ra xa, nhin ngdm phong canh viing
qué tuyét dep, riéng toi chi quan sat chiéc san gach va ho ca vang & cach day
khong xa.

“Nuéc Anh that dep.” Poirot nhan xét, &nh mat ong tha lang dang trén
khong trung. Roi 6ng mim cwoi, ha giong. “Va cac ¢6 gai Anh cling vay.
Chung ta ct ng6i day, ong ban a, hdy ngam nhin bitc tranh tuyét dep dudi
chan chung ta kia.”

Ngay ltic d6 toi chgt thdy Flora. Co dang di doc theo con dwong chiing t6i
vira di, miéng ngam nga hat. Chan c6 bwéc ma nhu dang nhdy mua, va du
trén nguwoi khoac chiéc vay den, nhung toan bo co thé va c chi cta co lai
toat 1én vé han hoan vui swéng. Bat chot Flora nhin chan xoay tron, va nép
vay ru cling tung bay theo diéu nhdy, c6 ngtrta mat 1én trdi va cat tiéng cuoi
16n.

Vwra khi d6 mot nguoi dan 6ng bwdc ra tir sau béong cay. b6 la Hector
Blunt.

CoO gai lén tiéng, nét mat co chut thay doi.

“Ong 1am t6i giat minh... t6i khong nhin thdy 6ng.”

Blunt khong noi gi, chi ditng im lang nhin c6 mat hoi.

“Piém khién to6i thich 6ng,” Flora tinh quai cham choc, “la 6ng noi
chuyén rat vui vé.”

Toi twdng twgng guwong mat ram nang cua Blunt sé do lyng 1én sau cau
néi ay. Nhung giong cta ong ta khi tra 16i lai rat khac, dwong nhw né pha
chit nhiin nhdn chang bao gio thay & ong.

“Chang bao gid c6 m6t ngwoi ban thyc sy dé n6i chuyén. Tham chi ngay
ca khi toi con tre.”

“Chac 1au 1am r6i nhi.” Flora lam vé nghiém nghi néi.
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To6i nhan thay tiéng cwdi an dudi giong noi cia cod gai, nhung c6 vé Blunt
khong nhan ra. Ong chi dap, “Vang, diing 1a thé.”

“Gia nhu Methuselah* cam giac n6 nhu thé nao?” Flora hoi, lan nay ro
rang la c6 cudi, nhing Blunt van dang mai mé vdi suy nghi ctia minh, “Con
nhé chuyén Johnny ban linh hon cho quy dit khong? Bé doi 1ay tudi thanh
xuan ay? Cé mot vo kich opera vé cau chuyén nay.”

Methuselah 1a mot nhan van quan trong trong Kinh Cyu Udc, dwoc cho la
song dén 969 tudi va mat 7 ngay tredc con Pai hong thay. Thanh nglt gia
nhu Methuselah dwgc dung dé chi nguwdi rat gia.

“Co phai y 6ng dang néi dén Faust?”

“Chinh n6. Mot cau chuyén ky la. That ra néu c6 co hoi thi chac cling sé
c6 nguwoi dam lam vay day.”

“Nguoi ta sé twdng 6ng tho ra tir nao thi xwong khép kéu rang rac khi do
mat.” Flora cam than, nira buc minh ntta bu6n cuoi.

Blunt im ldng mot héi. Roi 6ng cup mat xudng, tranh nhin thang vao
Flora, thay vao dé la dan mat vao mot than cay gan ddy va vu vo néi vai cai
cay do rang da dén lic ong quay trd lai chau Phi.

“Ong lai 1én dudng thdm hiém a, sin ban nita sao?” Flora héi.

“Du dinh la vay. Thurong sé lam vay, co biét ddy, y t6i 1a, tro san ban cac
kiéu.”

“Cai dau thu trong sanh la do 6ng ban ha, phai khong?”

Blunt gat dau. Roi 6ng ndéi nhat girng, mat trng do, “Coé bao gio thich may
miéng da dep khong? Néu mudn thi t6i c6 thé 1ay vé cho ¢6 may miéng.”

“Qi! Lam on.” Flora reo 1én. “Ong sé& dem vé that sao? Ong khéng quén
nhé?”

“Toi sé khong quéen dau.” Hector Blunt ndi.

ROi ong tiép tuc, dot nhién néi nang hoat bat han, “Pa dén lic toi phai di.
Toi khong hgp véi cudc song kiéu nay. Ban than khong quen 1€ théi cuw xtr &
day. T6i la ngwoi cuc can tho 10, khong co gia tri cho xa hoi kiéu nay. Chang
bao gio nhé cach néi nang thé nao cho phaéi. Vang, da dén ldc t6i phai di.”
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“Nhung ong khong di ngay ddy chit?” Flora kéu 1én. “Khong, khong phai
trong lic nha ctta con dang rdi ren nhw nay. Oi! Lam on ma. Néu 6ng di
thi...”

Co khé quay di.

“Co6 muon toi & lai sao?” Blunt hoi, than trong nhwng don gian.

“Téat ca chung t6i déu mudn...”

“Y t6i mudn hoi riéng c6 co.” Blunt thing than.

Flora twr tit quay lai lan nita va bat gap anh mat Blunt. “T6i mu6n 6ng &
lai, néu, néu nhuw thé c6 thé thay doi dugc gi...”

“No6 lam thay déi tat ca.” Blunt noi.

Im lang bao trum. Ca hai ng6i xuong chiéc ghé da canh ao ca. C6 vé nhw
ca hai déu khong biét nén néi gi tiép. Cudi cung Flora lén tiéng, “Sang...
sang nay troi that dé chiu. Ong biét day, nén t6i cit thay trong ngudi vui vé,
du... du nha dang c6 chuyén. C6 1& nhw thé c6 phan khong phai.”

“Ciing ti nhién th6i ma.” Blunt ndi, van kiéu cdc 16c thwong 1é. “Chua
gdp bac cd 1an nao cho dén hai nam truéc phai khong? Vay thi chang trach
dwgc néu c6 khong dau long nhiéu. Con t6t hon la gia vo dau don.”

“Ong ludn c6 kha nang khién ngudi khac cam thay an i ky la.” Flora néi.
“Ong lam moi thit that don gian.”

“Gilt moi thitr don gian la mot nguyén tac song.” Thg san lao luyén dap.

“Khong phdi lic nao ciing thé.” Flora chgt xuéng giong.

To6i thay Blunt quay sang nhin c6, &nh mat c6 1é lai méi trd vé tit b bién
chau Phi nao d6. RO rang ong ta da hiéu lam thay doi trong am diéu ctia c6
theo y ctia riéng minh, vi mat mot ldc sau, 6ng ta mai lap bap néi, “T6i noi,
co biét ddy, co khong can lo. Y tdi 1a vé anh ban tré ay. Bon thanh tra 1a 1ii
ngu don. Ai cling biét... hét sitc ngd ngan khi nghi cau dy lai lam chuyén do.
Phai la ngwoi ngoai lam. Bon dau trom dudi cudp. Chi c6 bon day thoi.”

Flora quay sang nhin 6ng ta, “Ong thuc sy nghi vay sao?”

“Co khong nghi thé a?” Blunt lap tttc hoi lai.

“T6i... 6, co6 chtt, tat nhién ro6i.”
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Lai im lang mot hoi, roi Flora chgt nhw v& 0a, “Toi... toi sé n6i cho 6ng
tai sao sang nay t6i lai vui mirng dén vay. Du 6ng c6 nghi t6i 1a nguwdi vo
tinh dén tan nhan hay sao di nita thi t6i cling tha néi cho 6ng biét con hon.
D6 1a vi 6ng luat sw d6, dng Hammond. Ong 4y béo cho chiing tbi biét vé
ban di chic. Bic Roger da dé lai cho t6i hai mwoi ngan bang. Nghi ma
xem... hai muoi ngan bang tuyét dep.”

Blunt ngac nhién, “N6 quan trong véGi co thé sao?”

“Quan trong vdi toi thé sao? Sao chi, no la tat ca. La ty do, 1a cudc song,
khong con am muru, dau da, liva doi...”

“Lira d6i?” Blunt 1ap tic cat ngang.

Flora c6 vé hoi giat minh.

“Ong hiéu t6i muén néi gi ma.” Co6 géi ap ting. “Phai ra vé biét on vdi
mdy cai thi gié rdch xdu xi ma may nguwdi ho hang giau c6 ban cho 6ng.
Nam ngoai la ao, vay va mii mao.”

“T6i cha biét gi vé may chuyén vay o cia cac ba cac c6; nhung phai noéi
la c6 ludn xudt hién rat dep.”

“Du sao thi n6 cling c6 cai gia cua no.” Flora lai nho giong. “Thoi ding
néi may chuyén kho chiu nita. Téi dang hanh phtc qua. T6i dugc ty do.
Puoc tw do lam nhitng gi t6i mudn. Ma khong phai...”

Chot ¢6 im bat.

“Khong phai lam gi ca?” Blunt v0i gdng hoi.

“T6i quén mat roi. Chang c6 gi dau.”

Blunt nhat 1dy mot canh cay va thoc n6é xuéng ao ca, hinh nhuw dang choc
cai gi do.

“Ong dang 1am gi vay, Thiéu ta Blunt?”

“Co cai gi do sang sang duwéi nay. Khong biét la cai gi... nhin nhv mot
chiéc tram vang. Thoi xong, t6i 1& khudy dam bun lén va n6 bién mat r6i.”

“Co 1é la mot chiéc vuong mién.” Flora doan, giong chiéc vuong mién
Melisande nhin thay dudi nwédc dy.”
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“Melisande.” Blunt tram ngam. “Nhan vat trong mot v& opera phai
khong?”

“Vang, hinh nhu 6ng biét rat nhiéu vé opera.”

“Thinh thodng ngudi ta c6 mai toi di.” Giong Blunt buon ba. “That buén
cwoi khi nghi ra cai tro d6 dé giai khudy, con khong ndo nhiét bang may
ngwoi tho dan vo trong nhay mua.”

Flora cwdi pha lén. Blunt tiép tuc, “T6i nhé nhan vat Melisande cé cudGi
mot 1o gia bang tudi cha c6 ay.”

Ong ném mot vién da xudng ao c4, roi quay sang Flora, thai do thay déi
hin, “C6 Ackroyd, tdi c6 thé gitip dugc gi khong? Y t6i 1a vé Paton dy. Toi
hiéu la co6 gio chac nhu dang ngoi trén dong Iia.”

“Cam on 0ng.” Gigng Flora lanh dam. “Chang lam dwgc gi dau. Ralph sé
on théi. T6i da nhd dwgc vi tham t tai ba nhat thé gidi, va 6ng dy sé tim ra
tat ca su that.”

Nhan ra tinh thé hién tai, tw dung t6i thdy khong thodi mai. Ching toi
khong han la dang nghe 1én, vi hai nguwdi ngoi dwdi veeon chi can ngang dau
lén la thay dwoc chiing toi trén nay. Dau vay 1€ ra toi nén c6 y bao cho ho
biét sy hién dién cta chung t6i trén nay ngay tit dau, nhung Iic d6 6ng ban
ngoi canh téi da ra dau bang cach niu tay toi lai. R6 rang la 6ng ta mudn toi
ngoi im. Gio bong dung 6ng ay cuw x& nhanh nhen han.

Poirot ditng phat diy, miéng dang hang, va néi 16n. “Xin th 16i. T6i
khong thé dé thua c6 day ct thé tang béc minh thai qua ma khéong bao truée
sy hién dién cda minh. Ngudi ta hay goi la n6i xau sau lung, nhung trong
treong hgp nay thi khong phai réi. Dé chita nguwong, t6i xin phép dwgc tham
gia cung hai vi va xin th 16i.”

No6i xong 6ng di nhanh xudng dudi, t6i cling n6i got theo sau, cung ngoi
xudng vGi hai ngudi ho bén ao ca.

“Pay la ong Hercule Poirot.” Flora gi6i thiéu. “T6i chac ong da nghe
danh 6ng ay.”
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Poirot khé cui chao, lich sy néi, “T6i c6 dugc biét danh tiéng ctia Thiéu ta
Blunt day. Rat vui dugc dién kién, thia 6ng. T6i dang can chit théng tin ma
ong co thé giup.”

Blunt nhin 6ng tham tr, do xét.

“Lan cubi ong thdy ong Ackroyd con song la khi nao?”

“Trong bita t6i.”

“Va sau do ong khong hé nghe hay nhin thdy ong ay?”

“Khong nhin thiy, nhung cé nghe tiéng.”

“Nhu thé nao vay?”

“Toi di dao doc ngoai san hién...”

“Xin 16i, khi d6 may gio vay?”

“Khoang chin gio rudi. Toi dang di di lai lai bén ngoai ctra s6 phong lam
viéc dé hut thudc. Toi c6 nghe tiéng Ackroyd néi chuyén trong phong 6ng
ay...

Poirot chgt im ldng, lam diéu bo phui bui.

»

“Chac chan 6ng khong thé nghe dugc tiéng néi trong phong lam viéc tr vi
tri d6 & san hién.” Ong 1am bam.

Ong ay khong nhin Blunt, nhung t6i thi c6, va hét sitc ngac nhién khi thdy
vi Thiéu ta do birng mat.

“0 tan x6 nha.” Thiéu t4 mién cudng phan bua.

“A! Han vay?” Poirot noi, réi khé rvén nguwdi 1én, ra vé cham chi muén
nghe nita.

“Hinh nhuw t6i thay... bong mot phu nit bién mat vao bui cay. Chi la thay
mot cai béng trang vut qua, 6ng biét ddy. Chac la nhin lam. R6i lic dang
ditng & goc san hién do thi t6i nghe thay tiéng ong Ackroyd néi chuyén vai
anh thu ky.”

“No6i chuyén vGi ong Geoffrey Raymond?”

“Vang, luc dy thi t6i twdng thé. Cé vé t6i da nham.”

“Ong Ackroyd khong nhic tén anh ta sao?”
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“0, khong.”

“Vay to6i co thé hdi la tai sao 6ng nghi...”

Blunt chat vat giai thich, “Tw dong coi dé chac chan phai la cau Raymond
roi, vi trdc khi t6i ra ngoai cau ta c6 noi la dang dem gidy to dén cho 6ng
Ackroyd. Chang nghi do la ai khac.”

“Ong c6 nhd nhitng gi minh nghe dwgc khong?”

“E la khong. Pai loai 1a chuyén binh thwong nhé nhat gi dé thoi. Chi nghe
16m bom dwgc may ttr. Lic do6 téi mai nghi chuyén khac.”

“Chuyén nho nhat.” Poirot lJam bam.“Sau khi biét 6ng Ackroyd da chét,
ong co ke lai chiéc ghé ra sat twong lic vao phong lam viéc khong?”

“Ghé? Khong, tai sao t6i phai lam vay?”

Poirot nhiin vai khong tra 15i. Ong quay sang Flora.

“Co6 mot chi tiét toi mong c6 cho toi hay, thua c6. Khi ¢6 nhin ngam
nhitng vat dung trong chiéc tt bac cung bac si Sheppard, con dao c6 con &
day khong?”

Flora mim moi, néi v&i vé birc minh.

“Thanh tra Raglan da hoi t6i viéc nay. Toi da néi vdi ong dy r6i, gio toi sé
nhac lai y hét véi ong. Toi chac nhuw dinh déng cot 1a con dao ltic 4y khong
hé c6 & d6. Ong dy cit nghi 1a c6, va rang Ralph da 1én vao 14y né vao lic tdi
mudn. VA, va... Ong thanh tra 4y khong thém tin t6i. Ong ta nghi t6i n6i thé
deé... dé bao che cho Ralph.”

“Vay co co y bao che khong?” Toi nghiém mat hoi.

Flora giam chan ttc gian, “Lai 6ng nita sao, bac si Sheppard! 6i! That
khong thé chiu n6i.”

Poirot khéo 1éo ddi chu de.

“Chuyén 6ng no6i luc ndy, toi nghi la dung ddy, Thiéu ta Blunt. Bung la c6
cai gi do6 1ap lanh duGi ao. D€ xem t6i vGi c6 tGi khong.”

Dt 16i 6ng ay quy xuéng bén ao, xan tay ao lén dén khuyu, va nhe nhang
cho tay xuéng nuéc dé khong khudy dong 16p bun dwéi day. Nhung bat ké
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Poirot da dé phong trudc, bun van cudn xody lén, cudi cung 6ng ay danh
phai rut tay khong lén.

Ong ta tiéc ré nhin mang bun dinh trén canh tay. T6i duwa chiéc khan mui
xoa cia minh cho vi tham t, 6ng cam ldy va cdm on réi rit. Blunt liéc nhin
dong ho ctia minh, néi, “Sap tdi gio an roi. Ching ta nén quay vao nha thoi.”

“Ong &n trwa cung chiing tdi ludn chit, 6ng Poirot?” Flora moi. “T6i rat
mong 6ng gap me t6i. Ba dy... rat mén Ralph.”

“T6i rat san long, thira ¢6.” Than hinh nhé bé ctia 6ng khé cti xudng.

“Va ong cling ¢ lai chtt, bac si Sheppard?”

To6i lwdng Iy, nhung do to mo muodn di nén téi chdp nhan 16i moi luén ma
khong can vong vo khéach séo.

“0, dugc!”

Moi nguoi cung ditng day, di vé phia ngbi nha, Flora va Blunt di trudc.

“Nhin mai t6c ma xem.” Poirot n6i nho véi t6i, nhin vé phia Flora gat gu.
“Téc vang 6ng a! Ho sé la mot doi rat dep. Co dy va anh chang Dai uy da
ngam, cao rdo Paton ay. C6 phai khéng?”

T6i hiéu ky nhin 6ng tham t, nhung ong ay lai dang ban ca cam khe khé
vé may giot nwdc nhé dinh trén co tay do. Nguwdoi dan ong nay doi khi lam toi
lién twdng dén mot con méo. Mat mau xanh 1a va cé théi ti mi tdn man nita.

“Thé ma lai thanh cong c6c.” T6i ndi, ra chiéu thong cam. “Toi ty hoi
dudi ao co cai gi vay?”

“Ong c6 mudn xem khong?” Poirot chot héi.

T6i nhin 6ng ta chong choc, va nhan lai mét cai gat dau.

“Ban hién cua t6i 0i.” Ong ta n6i nhé, vé hon trach. “Hercule Poirot nay
khong bao gio liéu dat cwgce y phuc chinh té ctia minh ma khong biét chac sé
dat dwogc muc tiéu. Lam thé thi that 16 bich va ngu ngoc. Ma t6i thi khong
bao gid 16 bich.”

“Nhung ong rut tay khong 1én ma.” To6i vdn lai.

“Nhiéu khi cfing can than trong 15i &n tiéng néi va viéc lam. Ong c6 bao
gio néi hét moi thi, tat tan tat moi thit, cho bénh nhan ctia minh khong, bac
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sT? Téi nghi 1a khong. Ong con khong ké hét moi chuyén cho cd chi tuyét
vOi cua minh nita la, c6 dung khong? Trudc khi toi rat ban tay khong 1én, toi
da tha vat minh mo dugc sang tay bén kia roi. Ong sé biét n6 1a gi ngay
day.”

Ong ta xoe ban tay tréi ra. Giita nhitng ngén tay d6 1a mot vong tron bing
vang, nho nhé va lap lanh. M6t chiéc nhan cudi cta phu ni.

T6i cam né l1én.

“Nhin mat trong di.” Poirot chi.

T6i lam theo. Mat trong nhan hién 1én mot dong chir dwgc khac nét thanh
manh: T R., ngay 13 thang Ba.

T6i nhin Poirot, nhung 6ng ta dang ban rén chudt lai vé ngoai ctia minh
qua mot chiéc gwong nho bé tii. Ong dic biét ngdm nghia k§ bd ria mép va
khong buon dé mat dén t6i. Vay la toi tw hiéu ong ay khong tién chuyén tro
lic nay lam.
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CHUONG 10
CcO HAU BAN

Chung toi gap ba Ackroyd ¢ sanh. Bitng cung ba la mot nguwoi dan ong gia
nua nhé tho, véi chiéc cam chia ra va cap mat xam sac 1ém, khap ngudi toat
1én hai chit “luat su”.

“Ong Hammond s& & lai &n t6i cling chiing ta.” Ba Ackroyd néi. “Ong
biét Thiéu ta Blunt phai khong, 6ng Hammond? Con day la bac si Sheppard
yéu diu cua chuing t6i, cling 1a mot nguwdi ban than cua Roger dang thuong.
Va day la, dé to6i xem nao...”

Pén Hercule Poirot ba ta ling ting ngirng lai, nhin ti* dau t&i chan. Luc
nay Flora mdi 1én tiéng, “Pay la 6ng Poirot, me a. Con c6 ké cho me vé 6ng
ay sang nay.”

“O! Phai roi.” Ba Ackroyd lanh nhat dap. “Tat nhién r6i con yéu, tat nhién
roi. Ong dy & day dé tim Ralph phai khong?”

“Ong ay dén day dé tim ra ai 1a ngudi giét bac Roger.” Flora sia lai.

“Qi, con yéu.” Ba me kéu lén. “Lam on ma, than kinh me y&u 1dm. Sang
nay toi con khong ditng day noi, tinh than suy sup tram trong. Chuyén xdy ra
that qua kinh khting. T6i van cit ¢c6 cam giac ay han la mot tai nan hay gi do.
Roger von thich choi v6i may thit d6 ¢6 ky cuc &y ma. Chac 6ng ay tudt tay
hay gi do.”

Gia thuyét nay dugc lich s don nhan bang bau khong khi im lang. Toi
thay Poirot lai gan vi luat su va thi tham noi vGi ong ta diéu gi do ra vé bi
mat. Ca hai ditng tach sang phia ctta s6. T6i buéc ra véi ho, roi chgt thdy hoi
ngai.

“Co 1€ toi dang lam phién...”

“Khong hé.” Poirot nhiét thanh reo 1én. “Ong cling véi t6i, bac si a, ching
ta sat canh diéu tra vu nay cung nhau. Khong cé 6ng chac t6i da bi rdi tri r6i.
T6i dang muo6n héi chit théng tin tir 5ng Hammond tot bung day.”
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“Ong dang phung su cho 1gi ich ctia Dai tiy Ralph Paton, t6i hiéu.” Vién
luat su can trong noi.

Poirot lac dau.

“Khong phai vay dau. Toi dang hanh sy vi cong ly. Co6 Ackroyd da yeu
cau toi diéu tra cai chét ctia bac c6 ay.”

Ong Hammond dudng nhuw hoi i lai.

“T6i thue sy khong thé tin dugc la Pai iy Paton co6 thé nao gay ra toi ac
nay, bat ké nhitng bang chitng chéng lai anh dy c6 manh thé nao di nita. Chi
duy nhat dva vao viéc anh ay dang chiu ap lyc nang né chuyén tién bac
thi...”

“Cau dy chiu nhiéu ap lyc tién bac lam sao?” Poirot nhanh chéng cat
ngang.

Vi luat sw nhun vai, lanh nhat dap, “Tinh trang dé kéo dai tir 1au r6i. Tién
vao tay Ralph Paton thi ct tr6i nhw nwéc dy. Anh ta Iic nao ciing doi tién
cha dugng.”

“Gan day cau ta c6 doi nita khéng? Vi du nhw trong nam ngoai chang
han?”

“T6i khong 16. Ong Ackroyd khong nhic gi chuyén nay vdi toi.”

“Tdi hidu réi. Ong Hammond, tdi c6 thé tin twéng 1a 6ng ndm rd cac diéu
khoan trong di chuc ctua 6ng Ackroyd ding khong?”

“Di nhién roi. D6 la nhiém vu chinh ctda t6i & ddy hom nay ma.”

“Vay thi, vi 6ng ciling biét 1a t6i dang lam viéc cho c6 Ackroyd, ong
khong phéan doi néu cho t6i biét vé cac diéu khoan trong di chic dé chii?”

“Chung ciing don gian thoi. Tam bo qua may ngon ti phap ly lat 1éo, va
sau khi da thanh toan hét nhitng khoan tién ciling nhw cac tai san thira ké
khac...”

“Vi du nhu...” Poirot chen ngang.

Vé mat ong Hammond thoang ngac nhién.

“Mot ngan bang cho nguoi quan gia, co Russell; nam muoi bang cho ba
dau bép Emma Cooper; nam tram bang cho thw ky caa 6ng dy, ong Geoffrey
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Raymond. R6i cho m6t s6 bénh vién nhw...”

Poirot gio tay lén, ra hiéu xin dung lai.

“A! Céc khoan hién ting tit thién t6i khong quan tdm 14m dau.”

“Han roi. Khoan lgi nhuan tir s6 c6 phiéu tri gia mwoi ngan bang sé dwoc
chi trd cho ba Cecil Ackroyd tir gio cho dén cud6i doi. Co Flora Ackroyd
thtra hwéng tire thi hai muwoi ngan bang. Phan con lai, bao gom bat dong san
nay, c6 phan trong cong ty Ackroyd va Con trai, sé dé lai cho con trai nudi
ctia ong ay, Ralph Paton.”

“Ong Ackroyd s hitu khéi tai san 16n khong?”

“Mot co do khong 16 dy chir. Pai ty Paton sé trd thanh mdot dai gia tré
tudi cho ma xem.”

Im lang bao trum. Poirot va vi luat sw nhin nhau.

“Ong Hammond.” Ba Ackroyd ding chat giong bi ai goi vong ra tir phia
10 sudi.

Vi luét su 1ap titc dap lai. Poirot kéo tay t6i ra phia ctta so.

“Nhin nhitng bui hoa dién vi kia ma xem.” Ong 16n tiéng tan tung. “That
16ng lay c6 phai khong? Tao cam giac that thanh thoi va dé chiu.”

Cung ldc do toi cam thay 6ng ay nhw dang ghi manh vao canh tay t6i, ha
giong néi tiép, “Ong cé thuc sy mudn giip téi khong? Cé6 mudn tham gia
vao cudc diéu tra nay khong?”

“Vang, c6 chi.” To6i hang hai dap. “Pugc thé thi con gi bing. Ong chua
biét cudc doi cia mot lao gia hu 1au té ngat nhu t6i n6 thé nao dau. Chwa bao
gio duoc lam gi dac biét ca.”

“T6t, vay thi ching ta sé thanh cong sy ctia nhau. Trong mot vai phut téi
t6i doan Thiéu t4 Blunt thé ndo ciing sé ra ding cung ching ta. Ong ay
chang vui vé gi & canh ba me t6t dep kia dau. Gio c6 vai diéu toi can biét,
nhung t6i khong muon thé hién ra 1a t6i dang c6 bdi méc thong tin d6. Ong
hiéu khong? Vay nén phan hoi may cau héi dé sé la cia éng.”

“Ong mudn tdi héi cu gi?” T6i hdi hop hai.

“T6i mudn 6ng nhac dén tén ba Ferrars.”
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“Ha?”

“Ct vo nhu vo tinh nhac dén ba ay, that ty nhién vao. Hoi 6ng ay c6 & day
khi chong ba dy qua doi khong, 6ng hiéu y t6i ma, ding khong? Ro6i khi 6ng
ay tra 1oi, hay dé y nét k§ mat 6ng dy, nhung dirng dé 16 1a minh dang quan
sat. Hiéu chu?”

Toi chua kip dap lai thi ngay luc do, diang nhu Poirot tien doan, Blunt da
quay ngoat ngudi, roi nhém nguoi kia va tién dén cho ching toi.

Toi dé nghi cung di dao bén thém, 6ng ay tan thanh, con Poirot c6 tinh &
lai.

T6i dirng lai ngdm nghia mot béng hong dang nd ruc rd.

“May ngay qua moi thit thay déi chong mat qua.” T6i mé 16i. “To6i con
nhé minh mdéi ¢ diy hom thit Tw, van di di lai lai doc bac thém nay.
Ackroyd con néi chuyén véi t6i, nguwdi van vui vé khoe manh. Va gio thi...
ba ngay sau... Ackroyd da chét, ong ban tdi nghiép. Ba Ferrars méi mat day,
ong biét ba 4y phai khong? Ma tat nhién la 6ng biét r6i.”

Blunt gt dau.

“Tt hom dau lwu lai day t6i gio, 6ng cé gap ba ay khong?”

“Pi cung Ackroyd, do 6ng ay ra. Thi Ba vira roi, hinh nhu thé. M6t phu
nit quyeén rdi, nhung co cai gi dé ky la. Bi an, chang ai biét ba &y muén gi.”

T6i nhin vao doi mat xam binh than cta 6ng dy, nhung chang doan dinh
duwgc diéu gi, téi danh tiép tuc, “T6i tin la 6ng tirng gap ba ay tr trudc roi
chi?”

“M6éi lan truwée t6i ¢ day, khi dé6 ba ay cung chong méi chuyén vé lang
ndy.” Ong ta ditng lai mot phit va néi thém: “Ké ciing la, ba dy da thay déi
rat nhiéu tv d6 dén gio.”

“Thay d6i? Nhw thé nao?” Tdi héi.

“Nhin gia di cd muoi tudi.”

“Ong c6 & day lic ba &y mat khong nhi?” T6i c6 héi bing giong ty nhién
nhat c6 thé.
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“Khong. Theo nhitng gi t6i nghe nguwdi ta noi thi c6 vé nhuw ba ay da tw
giai thoat dé dugc thanh than. N6i nghe that tan nhan, nhwng dang la vay.”

Toi dong tinh, can trong danh gia, “Ashley Ferrars chwa bao gio la nguoi
chong mau muec.”

“Phai n6i la mot ké dé tién mai ding.” Blunt nai.

“Khong. Anh ta chi tot vdi tién va nhitng nguwdi cé nhiéu tién.” Toi noi.

“Qi! Tién! Moi ric réi trén cdi doi nay déu tir tien hodc thiéu tién ma ra.”

“Vay v6i ong thi ong bi rac r6i v4i cai nao trong hai cai d6?” Toi hoi.

“T6i thi du dung. T6i la mot trong nhitng nguwdi may man.”

“Qua thuc la vay.”

“Thu thue 1a hién tai thi téi chang con giau c6 gi. Mot nam trudc c6 dugc
huwéng mét khoan thtra ké, va da dai dot tin 10i nguoi ta do hét vao mot vu
mao hiém.”

T6i hoan toan thong cam, va cling chia sé vGi 6ng ta vu nga ngya twong tw
cua minh.

RO6i tiéng chudng reo, va ca hai ching t6i tré vao dung bita tra. Poirot
niu toi lai phia sau mot chut.

“Thé nao?”

“Ong 4y binh thwdng.” T6i néi. “Tdi c6 thé khing dinh.”

“Khong co6 gi... dang ngo sao?”

“M6i cach diy mot nam 6ng ay c6 huwdng mot khodn thira ké. Nhung thé
cling dau c6 gi la? Ai cling c6 thé gdp may dwoc nhu thé, sao o6ng ay lai
khong?” T6i 1én giong qua quyét. “Toi dam thé 1a 6ng Blunt chinh trec va
hoan toan trong sach.”

“Cai do thi khong nghi ngo gi, khong nghi ngo gi nita.” Poirot xoa diu khi
thay t6i bat chgt xung thién. “Dirng noi néng, hay binh tinh lai.”

Ong 4y néi nhv thé dang dé mot dita tré hon cau vo cé.

Tat ca ching t6i, nguwoi trudc ké sau, budc vao phong an. Khong thé ngo
la 1an cu6i t6i ngoi bén chiéc ban nay méi cach day chwa day hai muoi tw
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tiéng dong ho.

Sau bita an, ba Ackroyd kéo t6i ra ghé x6 pha néi chuyén riéng.

“T6i du thé nao van thay tui than lam, bac si a.” Giong i 6i, sdu tham cua
ba bat dau ké 1€. Tay ba khong quén rit ngay ra mot chiéc khan mui xoa
minh hoa cho 16i n6i, bat ké muc dich st dung ctia loai khan nay khong phai
dé cham nuwdc mat. “Tui lam, vi Roger khong chiu tin twéng t6i. So tién hai
muoi ngan bang do 1€ ra la phai dé lai cho t6i mdi ding, chit sao lai trao cho
Flora. Nghi ma xem, c6 ba me nao cudi cung lai chang vun vén hét cho con
cai co chi? Ong ay nghi gi ma lai khong tin t6i, cai d6 goi 1a thiéu tin twdng
day.”

“Ba Ackroyd, ba quéen Flora la chau rudt cua Ackroyd, la mau mu rudt
thit cia 6ng dy.” T6i 6n ton gidng gidi. “Chuyén sé khac néu nhu ba la em
gdi cua ong ay, chit khong phai la em dau.”

“That khon kho cho than t6i. Du sao t6i cling la qua phu dang thwong cua
ong Cecil nha toi, 1€ ra nguoi ta cling nén dé y dén cam gidc ctia toi mot
chit.” Ba vira noi vira lay khan chdm chdm 16ng mi. “Nhung chuyén tién
bac thi Roger ltic nao ciing rat lap di, néu khong muon néi la hep hoi. Flora
va tdi bay gio bi ddy vao thé khé xit qua mitc. Ong ay tham chi con khong
cho con bé t6i nghiép ay mot khoan trg cap déu dan. Binh thwong thi Roger
cling san sang tra héa don mua sam ctia con bé thoi, ong biét day, du c6 hay
tra khdo gay gat qua dang, tham chi con héi sao con bé su6t ngay chay theo
ao v@i xong lam gi, ding la dan 6ng, nhung..., a ma t6i dang dinh néi gi dy
nhi? A phai, chiing tdi ching c6 14y mot dong goi 1a phong than, béc si a.
Flora cam ghét cudc song thé nay lam, ding day, t6i phai n6i con bé rat cam
ghét kiéu song thé nay, cuc ky phan uat. Du tat nhién n6 van yéu mén bac né
hét myc. Nhung c6 gai nao gap canh nhu thé chang buc boi. Vang, ti phai
né6i 1 kiéu tinh toan tién bac ctia Roger hét sitc quai dan. Ong dy tham chi
con chang chiu mua khan mat mdi, du t6i da bao 6ng ay la may cai khan
dang dung thing 16 ché roi. Ay thé ma” - dén day giong diéu néi chuyén sut
sui kia bong dwng bién mat, ba Ackroyd chuyén thanh néi doda, dan tirng
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tiéng mot - “cudi cung ong ay lai chiu dé lai tirng d6 tién, nhitng mdt ngan
bang, twdng trgng ma xem, mot ngan bang, cho nguoi dan ba do.”

“Nguoi dan ba nao cg?” Toi ngo ngac.

“Thi la c6 Russell chi ai. C6 ta c6 cai gi dé rat am muodi, to6i van néi thé
ludn. Nhung Roger cam c6 chiu dé lot tai mot cau di nghi khong hay nao vé
c6 ay. Ct n6i co dy la céi gi ma c6 ban linh manh mé, rang la 6ng ay nguong
mo va kinh trong c6 ta. Ong dy ct ludn miéng ca tung c6 ta hét chinh truc,
ro6i lai doc 1ap vGi c6 dao dirc gi gi do. Toi thi toi thdy c6 quan gia nay co
diéu gi do6 rat dang ngo. Co ta chac chan da tim moi cach dé cwdi bang dugc
Roger. Nhung toi da kip ngan chdan am muwu nay. Cho nén co ta ludn cam
ghét t6i. Hién nhién r6i. T6i thtra sttc nhin thdu duwgc hét tam can cd Russell
do.”

T6i bat dau tinh dwong cat con ti té bat tan cta ba Ackroyd va tranh di
cho khac.

That may dung luc d6 ong Hammond buéc ra chao tam biét, vo tinh ttng
cttu kip thoi. Toi 1ap ti'c nam 1y co hoi, ding day néi, “Vé cudc diéu tra
chinh thitc. Cc vi muén né duwoc tién hanh ¢ dau? O day hay quan Heo
rieng?”

Ba Ackroyd nhin t6i ha hoc miéng, “Cudc diéu tra?” Ba hdi t6i, mat day
vé khiép hai. “Nhung chac chan sé khong phai diéu tra r6i ma?”

Ong Hammond gid vo vira ho khan vira néi nhé ngén gon, “Chuyén dé
khong thé tranh khéi dau. Trong tinh canh nhu thé nay.”

“Nhung chac chan bac si Sheppard c6 thé dan xép 6n théa...”

“Kha nang thu x€ép ctia t6i cling chi c6 han.” T6i lanh nhat dap.

“Néu cai chét cta 6ng ay chi la do tai nan...”

“Ong 4y bi giét, ba Ackroyd a.” Téi van lanh lting néi.

Ba ay lai thut thit khéc.

“Gia thuyét tai nan d6 chang ditng vitng dwgc mot phut dau.”

Ba Ackroyd giwvong d6i mat dau dén nhin t6i. Toi chang co6 hoi sttc dau
ma dung tiing cho céi thoi sg phién ha ngu ngdc cna ba ta nita.
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“Néu c6 diéu tra chinh thitc, t6i... tdi sé khong phai bi tham van cac th
chtt, phai khong?” Ba ta hoi.

“T6i khong rd ngudi ta sé can lam nhitng thu tuc gi.” T6i trd 10i. “T6i
doan anh Raymond sé ganh hét nhitng trach nhiém cho ba. Anh ta la nguoi
nam dwgc hét moi thong tin tai chinh va cé thé cung cap céac gidy to bang
chitng xac dang.”

Vi ludt s gat dau tan thanh, néi thém, “T6i nghi khong viéc gi phai sg hai
dau, ba Ackroyd. Ba sé tranh duwgc hét may chuyén phién ha thoi. Gig, tién
néi vé chuyén tién bac, hom nay ba da c6 du sé tién can cho chi tiéu roi
chu?”

Chot thdy ba Ackroyd nhin minh do xét, 6ng ta v4i va noi thém.

“Y t6i 1a tién mit sdn c6 dé tiéu, ba biét ddy. Néu khong, t6i c6 thé thu
x€ép dé ba lay dugc bao nhiéu ba muon.”

“Chic ching can dau.” Raymond budc ra ditng canh, néi xen vao. “Ong
Ackroyd c6 doi mot to séc mot tram bang ngay hom qua.”

“MOot tram bang?”

“Vang. Dé trd cho cac khoén tién lwong va chi tiéu khac cho ngay hom
nay. Dén thoi diém nay van chwa dung tdi.”

“So tién day gio dau roi? Trén ban 6ng ay sao?”

“Khong, 6ng ay ludn gitr tién mat trong phong nga. Chinh xac la cat trong
mot chiéc hop da dyng c6 ao*. That la mét y twdng tirc cwdi phai khong?”
Hop da dung co ao la chiéc hop da tron dé bao quan riéng c6 4o vi, dé tiét
kiém, nam gi6i chau Au xwa thudng mua mot bd c6 4o va cb tay so mi 1o,
dé mac v6i nhiéu do khong co khac.

“T6i nghi ching ta nén kiém tra dé chac chan so tién dé van con nguyén
trede khi toi ve.” Vi luat su dé nghi.

“Tat nhién la dwgc.” Anh chang thw ky dong tinh. “Gio t6i sé dwa 6ng lén
dé6... Oi! T6i quén mat. Cta hanh lang van khéa roi.”

Hoi Parker thi chung t6i dugc bao nguwoi hién gilt chia khoa la thanh tra
Raglan, va 6ng ay dang ban lay thém 10i khai & phong c6 quan gia. M6t vai
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phtit sau vi thanh tra nhap hoi cung moi ngwdi ¢ sanh, dem theo chiéc chia
khéa phong. Ong ta mé& cira, ching t6i tién vao hanh lang, 1én chiéc cau
thang hep va vao phong ngu cua Ackroyd. Cita phong van m@ va bén trong
t6i om. Cac rém ctta déu dong va giwdng van con duge don ra san nhue dém
qua, nhv dang chd chu nhan vao nghi. Vien thanh tra kéo rem va anh sang
theo nhau tua vao khdp phong. Geoffrey Raymond dén thdng chiéc ban go
hong sac, md ngan kéo trén cung.

“Ong dy cat tién hd hénh that, trong ngin kéo khong khéa. Ké ciing la
day.”

Anh thu ky hoi chau may, nhung van hao hiing néi, “Ong Ackroyd hoan
toan tin twdng vao gia nhan trong nha.”

“Q! Han thé.” Vién thanh tra n6i nhanh.

Raymond 16i gdy mot chiéc hop c6 do tron bang da tir trong ngan kéo, m@
nap va lay ra mot chiéc vi day.

“So tién ay day.” Anh ta noi, gio 1én mot cudn tién gidy day. “T6i chac
chan ong sé dém duwgc mot tram t¢ con nguyén ven, 6ng Ackroyd nhét no6
vao chiéc hop nay toi qua, ngay tredc mat toi khi 6ng ay chuan bi thay do
cho bita t6i, va tat nhién ké ti do6 dén gio chwa ai dung dén.”

Luat s Hammond cam ldy cudn tién va bat dau dém. Bong 6ng ngang
phat 1én, “Anh n6i mot tram bang. Nhung sao day chi c6 sdu muoi?”

Raymond nhin 6ng ta kinh ngac, “Khong 1é nao.” Anh ta la 1én, nhay
chom téi, 1y lai cudn tién, va dém to tirng tG mot.

Ong Hammond néi diing. Téng cong chi c6 sdu muoi bang.

“Nhung... toi khong hiéu.” Vién thw ky bang hoang, mat day vé hoang
mang.

Poirot hoi, “T6i qua trwdc lic an tdi, chinh mat anh nhin thdy o6ng
Ackroyd dé cudn tién nay vao d6 a? Anh c6 chac la 6ng ay khong tiéu gi vao
sO tién nay truedc do khong?”

“T6i chac chan la 6ng dy chwa tiéu gi.” Anh ta ca quyét, roi néi thém.
“T6i cling chang dai ma lay mot tram bang nay roi xuéng an téi. Sé bi cOm
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tai.”

“Thé thi vu nay rat don gian.” Poirot nhan xét. “Hodc la t6i qua ong ay da
tiéu b6n muoi bang vao thoi diém nao do, hodc 1a s6 tién do da bi 14y trom.”

“Chi 6 hai kha nang dy ma théi.” Vién thanh tra dong tinh, r6i quay sang
ba Ackroyd. “Cé nhitng gia nhan nao vao day toi qua?”

“T6i doan la c6 c6 hau phong vao day don san giwong thoi.”

“Co ay la ai? Ba biét gi vé c6 ay?”

“Co dy mdi vao lam ¢ day chwa duwgce bao lau.” Ba Ackroyd dap. “Nhung
do6 1a mot co gai qué binh thuwong chat phac.”

“T6i nghi ching ta phdi lam sang té van dé nay.” Vién thanh tra ndi.

“Néu la ong Ackroyd tu tiéu so tién ay, thi né c6 thé lién quan dén bi an
vu an. Ba thdy nhitng gia nhan khéac cling khong c6 gi bat thuong ding
khong?”

“Q, toi cho la vay.”

“Chwa bao gio mat mat gi trong nha?”

“Khong hé.”

“Khong c0 ai roi di hay lam gi do twong tw dang khong?”

“A, c6 cd hau ban sip nghi viéc.”

“Khi nao?”

“Hinh nhw c6 dy bao xin nghi tir h6m qua.”

“Véi ba sao?”

“O khong. T6i thi 1am sao ma phai dong chan dong tay dén may chuyén
cua gia nhan. Co Russell méi la nguwoi quan viéc nha.”

Vién thanh tra suy nghi méng lung mot hoi, réi ong gat dau va quyét dinh,
“Co 1€ toi nén co vai 10i v6i co Russell, va gdp ludn ca co Dale don phong
do6 nita.”

Poirot va t6i di cung 6ng dén phong c6 quéan gia. C6 Russell don chiing
toi bang vé lanh lung thuwong thay.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Elsie Dale da ¢ Biét thy Fernly duwgc nam thang. Mot c6 gai dé thuong,
lam viéc nhanh nhen, va hét sitc ditng dan. Xuat than tot, 1y lich trong sach.
Khoéng bao gio tdy may bat ¢ thit gi khong thudc vé minh.”

“Thé con c6 hau ban?”

“Co ay ciling hét sitc dang hoang va gioi giang. Rat kin ké va doan trang.
Mot gia nhan xuat sac.”

“Thé tai sao c6 ay lai nghi viéc?” Vién thanh tra héi.

Co0 Russell nhéch mai.

“P6 khong phai viéc caa to6i. Nhu toi dwgc biét ong Ackroyd da phat hién
c6 ay pham 16i gi do6 khi lam viéc chiéu hom qua. Nhiém vu cua c6 ay la don
dep phong lam viéc, va hinh nhw c6 dy da lam x4o tr6n mot s6 gidy to trén
ban cua 6ng dy. Ong dy rat titc gian chuyén dé va co dy thong bao xin nghi.
Do 1a nhitng gi to6i nghe dwgc tir ¢6 dy, nhung cé 1é 6ng muodn gap co ay tryc
ti€p dé hoi?” Vién thanh tra dong y. Trudc do t6i da co thady co gai nay phuc
vu ching t6i vao bita trira. Mot c6 gai cao rdo, mai téc nau uén xoan day xoa
xudng phia gdy, va d6i mat xam rat cwong nghi. Co xuat hién sau 10i triéu
tap cda quan gia, ditng thang lung va d6i mat xam nhin vao ching t6i khong
hé xao dong.

“C0 la Ursula Bourne?” Viéen thanh tra hoi.

“Vang, thua ngai.”

“T6i dugc biét la co sap nghi?”

“Vang, thwa ngai.”

“Vi sao vay?”

“Tdi 1am x4o tron mot s6 gidy td trén ban 6ng Ackroyd. Ong dy da hét
stic titc gian va t6i noi c6 18 toi nén xin nghi thi hon. Ong &y néi t6i di dugc
cang s6m thi cang t6t.”

“T6i qua cd c6 vao phong 6ng Ackroyd lic nao khéng? Don dep hay gi
do?”

“Khong, thwa ngai. D6 la cong viéc ctua Elsie. Toi khong bao gio dén gan
khu vue d6 cua can nha.”
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“T6i phai néi cho c6 hay, c6 gai a, la trong phong ong Ackroyd bi mat
mot so tién 16n.”

Cudi cung thi t6i mdi thay co 16 chit cam xtc. Mat c6 bat dau doi mau.

“T6i khong hé hay biét gi vé so tién d6. Néu 6ng cho la 6ng Ackroyd duoi
toi vi toi da 1dy no thi 6ng lam ro6i.”

“T6i khong hé c6 y budc toi co da 1ay so tién do, c6 gai a.” Vién thanh tra
vOi noi. “Pirng voi noi nong thé.”

C6 lanh ling nhin 6ng, khinh khinh néi, “Ong c6 thé luc soat do dac cta
toi néu muon. Nhung 6ng sé khong tim dwoc gi dau.”

Poirot chgt chen ngang, “Vay la chiéu hém qua 6ng Ackroyd sa théi c6...
a, la co tw nghi viéc, ding khong?”

Co gat dau.

“Cu0c noi chuyén dién ra bao lau?”

“Cudc néi chuyéen?”

“Vang, gilta co va ong Ackroyd trong phong lam viéc.”

“T6i... toi khong r6.”

“Hai mwoi phuat? Nira tiéng?”

“Tam tam do6.”

“Khong lau hon?”

“Chac chan la khong lau hon nita tiéng.”

“Cam on, thva co.”

T6i thac mac nhin Poirot, nhung 6ng ta lai dang mai xép mot s6 vat dung
trén ban cho ngay ngan lai. Mat 6ng ta sang lén.

“Thé la dwgc roi.” Vien thanh tra noi.

Doi dén khi Ursula Bourne di khuat, vién thanh tra m@i quay sang co
Russell.

“Co ay ¢ day bao lau r6i? Co c6 gilr giay gidi thiéu ctia cha cii c6 ay
khong?”
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Khoéng buon tra 10i cau dau tién, c6 Russell dén thang chi€c ban gan day,
md& ngan kéo, va 16i ra mot xap gidy to dugc kep can than. Co rit ra mot to
trong do va dua cho thanh tra Raglan.

“Hirm.” Ong ta xem xét. “Khong c6 gi bat thuong. Ba Richard Folliott,
Marby Grange, Marby. Ba nay la ai vay?”

“Ho chi la nhitng ngwoi dan qué lwong thien binh thuwong.” Co Russell
dap.

“Thé thi” - vién thanh tra tra lai to gidy - “ching ta hay thi gap c6 kia
nao, co Elsie Dale ay.”

Elsie Dale la mot c6 gai hoi miim mim, gwong mat phuc hau nhung nhin
hoi ngd nghéch. Co6 nhanh nhau tra 16i cac cau héi cta ching tdi, va t6 ra hét
sttc lo au va kho s@ vé chuyén so tién bién mat.

“T6i khong thay co6 ay c6 gi dang ngd ca.” Vién thanh tra nhan xét, sau
khi da cho Elsie di. “Thé con Parker thi sao?”

Co Russell biu moi, khong dap.

“T6i c6 cam giac anh ta c6 gi d6 am mudi.” Vién thanh tra thanh tra tiép
tuc. “Van deé la toi khong thay anh ta c6 co hdi lam vay. Anh ta ban rén véi
cong viéc cua minh ngay sau bita t6i, va cling c6é bang chitng ngoai pham
xac dang su6t ca budi t6i. Riéng chuyén nay thi t6i dam chac, vi t6i da mat
nhiéu cong strc thong ké day du r6i. Vay théi, cdm on c6, co Russell. Ching
toi sé tam dé nguyén moi thit nhw hién tai. Cé kha nang cao la 6ng Ackroyd
da tw chi so tién do.”

C0 quan gia lanh nhat néi cau chic budi chiéu tot lanh, dudi khéo ching
toi trudc khi ca ba roi di.

Toi roi khoi biét thy ciing Poirot. Sau mot héi, t6i 1én tiéng pha v& sy im
lang

“T6i thac mac khong biét c6 hau gai d6 da lam xdo tron nhitng giay to gi
ma Ackroyd titc gian dén nhw vay. Khong biét c6 dinh dang gi dén bi an vu
an nay khong.”
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“Vién thw ky c6 néi la khéng cé gidy to gi dac biét quan trong trén ban.”
Poirot tram ngam.

“Pung thé, nhung...” Chot t6i im bat.

“Ong lay 1am la tai sao Ackroyd lai phai néi con tic gidn dung dung nhw
vay chi vi mot chuyén nho nhat?”

“Vang, dung la vay.”

“Nhung lieu do c6 phai la chuyén nhé nhat that khong?”

“Tat nhién roi. Ching ta khong biét rd dé la nhitng gidy to gi. Nhung
Raymond chac chan da néi...”

“Tam gac lai 161 cia anh Raymond mot chut, 6ng thay c6 gai ay thé nao?”

“Co nao co? Co hau ban u?”

“Pung, c6 hau ban. Ursula Bourne.”

“Co0 dy co vé tr té.” Toi ndi, hoi ngap nging.

Poirot nhdc lai cau néi cua t6i, nhung trong khi t6i nhan manh vao tir “t
té”, thi 6ng ay lai nhan vao “co vé”.

“Co ay co vé tr té... dang vay.”

Thé roi, sau mét hoi im lang, ong ta 16i vat gi do tir trong tdi minh va dwa
cho t6i, “Lai day, ong ban cta t6i, tdi chi cho 6ng thay cai nay. Nhin day.”

Ong dua t6i t& gidy ma sang nay thanh tra Raglan da soan va tu tay duwa
cho Poirot. Ngay cho ngén tay chi la mot dau thap nho viét bang bt chi &
doi dién tén cda Ursula Bourne.

“Ong c6 thé khong dé y cai nay ngay lic d6, ong ban a, nhung chi c6 duy
nhat mot ngwoi trong danh sach khong c6 bang chitng ngoai pham xac dang.
Ursula Bourne.”

“Ong nghi 1a...?”

“Bac si Sheppard, t6i dam nghi moi chuyén. Ursula Bourne c6 thé da giét
ong Ackroyd, nhung t6i thira nhan la t6i khong thé thay c6 ta c6 dong co gi
dé lam vay. Thé ong c6 thay khong?”

Ong ta nhin t6i chdm ch&m, dén ndi toi bit dau thay khong thodi mai.
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“Ong c6 thé thady dong co nao khong?” Poirot nhic lai.

“Khong hé, dau chi mé6t chit.” T6i cam doan.

Anh mét 6ng ta diu lai. Poirot 1am vé tw ly va 1dm bdm mot minh, “Do
ngwoi tong tién la mot nguwdi dan ong, vi thé co ta khong thé 1a ké do dugc,
vay thi...”

Toi dang hang, bat dau véi giong ngd vy, “Cho dén gio la vay.”

Ong ta chgt xoay ngudi toi lai, “Cai gi? Ong dang néi cai gi co?”

“Khong c6 gi, khong c6 gi. Chi la, néi ding ra ba Ferrars trong thu nhac
dén mot ngudi, chit khong thyc sy ghi 1o 1a mot ngwdi dan 6ng. Nhung
chuing t6i, Ackroyd va toi, tw dong coi d6 phai la mot nguoi dan ong.”

Poirot hinh nhw khong nghe t6i néi gi. Ong ta lai 1am bam mot minh,
“Nhung thé thi rat cuc van c6 kha nang lam... ding r6i, chac chan la c6
thé... nhung r6i... A! To6i phéi sap xép lai cac suy nghi cia minh. Phwong
phap, trinh tw, day la lic t6i can ching nhat. Moi mat xich phéi hoan toan
khép vao... vao ding vi tri da dinh... néu khéng thi t6i han da di sai
huwéng.”

ROi 6ng ta birng tinh, va lai xoay nguwoi toi lai héi: “Marby & dau?”

“O bén kia Cranchester.”

“Bao xa?”

“O! Chic khoang muoi bon dim.”

“Néu dng dén do thi c6 sao khong? Vao ngay mai chang han?”

“Ngay mai a? Dé t6i xem nao, mai la Cha Nhat. Pugc, t6i thu xép dugc.
Ong muén t6i 1am gi 6 d6?”

“Pé gap ba Folliott. Tim hiéu moi thong tin cé thé vé Ursula Bourne.”

“Pugc. Nhung... toi khong hiéu lam.”

“Gio khong phai lic dénh dang. Tinh mang mot nguwdi dan ong dwa ca
vao viéc nay.”

“Ralph toi nghiép.” T6i thé dai. “Ma 6ng c6 tin la cau ay vo toi khong?”
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Poirot nhin t6i, vé mét hét sitc nghiém trong, “Ong c6 muédn biét sy that
khong?”

“Tat nhién roi!”

“Vay thi toi sé néi 6ng nghe. Ban cua t6i, moi tinh tiét hién nay déu dang
huwéng dén gia thuyét cau ay co t6i.”

“Cai gi!” Tai la lén.

Poirot gat dau.

“Pung vay, tay thanh tra ngu ngoc dé luén xoay moi viéc theo hwéng két
qua ma 6ng ta mong mudn, chang trach dugc, vi 6ng ta ngu ngdc ma. T6i thi
chi muodn tim ra sy that, va lan nao, su that ciing chi to6i dén Ralph Paton.
bong co, co hoi, cach thirc. Nhung toi sé lat tirng vién da hon soi 1én ma tim
cho ra. T6i da hita véi guy ¢ Flora roi. Co ay da rat tin twdng. Du chi la mét
c6 gai nho bé nhung thue su rat kién quyét.”
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CHUONG 11
CHUYEN VIENG THAM CUA POIROT

T6i thady hoi bon chon khi rung chuéng nha Marby Grange bu6i chiéu hom
sau. Khong hiéu Poirot mudn tim kiém diéu gi? 6ng dy da tin twdng giao cho
toi cong viéc nay. Tai sao cht? C6 phai nguyén nhan gi d6 chang, nhw lac
ct t6i di héi do Thiéu ta Blunt ay thi la vi 6ng ay tiép tuc mudn ditng dang
sau canh ga? Trong truong hop trwdce thi muc dich nay cé vé hét sitc thoa
dang, nhung t6i lai thdy n6 chang cé nghia ly gi véi nha Marby Grange.

Dong suy nghi ctia t6i chgt bi cat dit khi mot c6 hau ban nhanh nhen xuat
hién.

Ba Folliott c6 nha. T6i dwgc dan vao mot can phong tiép khach 16n. Trong
lic cho doi nit gia cha ra tiép, to6i hiéu ky dwa mat nhin quanh. Mt can
phong rong rai va trong trai, trang tri bang mot vai moén do st c6 dep mat,
twong treo vai birc tranh khac, khan phu ban va rém ctta da son cii. Moi thit
déu toat 1én vé nit tinh ding chat can phong cho cac quy c6 quy ba.

Pang ngam nghia mot bitc tranh kiéu Bartolozzi trén twong, t6i ngoanh
dau lai khi nghe thdy ba Folliott buéc vao. Ba cao rdo, mai téc nau van voi
va trén gurong mdt n@ mot nu cwoi rang ro.

“Bac si Sheppard.” Ba no6i hoi ngo ngo.

“Vang, t6i la Sheppard.” T6i dap. “T6i phai xin 16i vi ghé tham ba dwong
dot thé nay, nhung toi dang can mot s6 thong tin vé c6 hau ban tirng lam
viéc cho ba, c6 Ursula Bourne.”

Cai tén vira duwgc xwdng 1én thi nu cwdi trén gwong mat ba cling tat ngam,
va bao nhiéu thai d6 néng hau nay gio cling bién mat hét. Thay vao dé ba
trong hét sttc khong thodi mai va c6 vé khé chiu. Ba héi lai vé canh giac:
“Ursula Bourne a?”

“Vang. Ba khong nhé c6 ay sao?”

“0, co6 cha, tat nhién la nhé roi. Toi... toi nhd rat r6.”
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“Nhur t6i dwoc biét 1a c6 dy thoi lam choé ba méi khoang mot nam nay?”

“Vang. bung thé, co ay da nghi. Co 1€ la tam dé.”

“Vay ba c6 hai long véi co ay trong khoang thoi gian c6 ay lam viéc cho
ba d6 khong? Ma tién day cho t6i hoi luon, c6 dy lam cho ba bao lau vay?”

“O! Khoang mdt hai nam... T6i khong nhd chinh xac duwgc 1a bao 1au. Co
ay... c6 dy lam viéc rat tot. Toi chac chan la ong sé thay vira long vdi co Ay.
T6i khong biét 1a c6 dy sap nghi & Fernly. Toi chang hay biét gi.”

“Ba c6 thé cho toi biét doi diéu vé c6 Ursula Bourne dugc khong?” Toi
héi.

“P06i diéu veé cd ay?”

“Pung vay, nhu la c6 ay dén tir dau, than nhan la ai... dai dé thé?”

Guong mat ba Folliott 10 10 vé kho chiu hon bao gio hét. “T6i khong hé
hay biét gi ca.”

“Co ay lam viéc cho ai truedc khi dén cho ba?”

“T6i e la toi khong nhag.”

Dang sau vé lo au cna ba, t6i thoang thay hién ra mot tia gian dir. Bau ba
ngang cao 1én, dang diéu hoi quen quen. “Nhitng cau héi ay cé thyc sy can
thiét khong?”

“Khong hé.” T6i dap, ra vé ngac nhién va hoi 16i. “T6i khong hé biét la
nhitng cau do lai lam phién ba dén vay. T6i hét sic xin 16i.”

Con tirc gian dwong nhu lang xudng, thay vao dé la nét boi rdi trd lai véi
guwong mat ba Folliott.

“Q! Téi khong phién tra 15i nhitng cau héi d6. Toi c6 thé cam doan véi
ong la vay. Tai sao t0i lai phién ch? Chi c6 diéu nghe n6 cé vé hoi ky la,
ong biét day. Cé vay thoi. Chi c6 chut ky la.”

Mot wu diém khi 1am bac si 1a ban ludn biét dwgc khi nao ngudi ta dang
néi doi ban. Nhin vao diéu bo ctr chi cia ba Folliott thoi t6i cling cé thé
khang dinh la ba ay c6 khoé chiu khi phai trd 16i nhitng cau hoi ay cua t6i,
cuc ky khé chiu la dang khac. Ba cw x hoan toan khéng thodi mai va byc
bdi, chac chan c6 uan khic nao dé dang sau viéc nay. Tw thai do ling ting
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16 liéu cda Folliott, toi biét ba khong quen véi viéc lira doi ai bao gio, va vi
thé to ra hét strc bt rit khi bi budc phai lam vay. Pén mot dira tré cling thira
strc nhin thau ba.

Nhung ciing 1o rang la ba khong cé y dinh néi cho t6i thém dugc diéu gi.
Bat ké bi an xoay quanh Ursula Bourne 1a gi di chang nita, t6i sé khong khai
thac dugc tw ba Folliott 1dy niva 10i.

That bai, t6i danh céo 16i Ian nita vi da lam phién ba, l1dy mii va ra ve.

Toi ghé qua tham mot vai bénh nhan nita trén dudng vé, va dat chan dén
nha khoang sau gio t6i. Caroline dang ngoi bén ban tra ngén ngang tach am.
Nhin gwong mat ba chi hién rd vé han hoan dang c6 kim nén, t6i hiéu ngay
ra chuyén. D6 chac chan la dau hiéu chi ay dang mu6n hodc moi méc hoac
réu rao thong tin gi d6. Toi ty héi 1an nay la muc dich cao ca nao.

“T6i m&i c6 mot budi chiéu hét sirc tha vi.” Caroline vao chuyén ngay khi
toi buong dugc nguwoi xuong chiéc ghé hét sitc ém ai cia minh va ho chan
vao hoi &m dé chiju caa 10 sudi.

“Vay sao?” Toi noi. “Co Gannett ghé qua dung tra sao?”

Co Gannett la “trudng ban” ngoi 1€ do6i mach lang toi.

“Cho cau doan lai.” Caroline néi v4i vé ti man hét sitc. Toi doan thém
may lan nita, 1an lwot liét ké ra hét tat ca cac tén trong danh sach nhan vién
Cuc Tinh bédo cta Caroline. M6i cau doan lai bi chi t6i dap tra bang mot c
lac dau dac thang. Cudi cung chi ty dong céng nap thong tin: “La ong
Poirot! Gid thi, cau doan xem la c6 chuyén gi?” Pau tdi cling 10 md doan
dwgc muc dich chuyén tham, nhung da than trong dé khong khai hét vai
Caroline. “Ong ay sang day lam gi?” Tbi héi.

“Pé gip toi, tat nhién roi. Ong dy néi rdng vi minh rat quen than véi cau
em cua toi, nén muon dwgc lam quen véi cd chi quyén rii cia cau dy - cb chi
quyeén ri cua cau, toi that boi roi qua di, nhwng cau biét y t6i néi la gi ma.”

“Ong &y noi chuyén gi?” Téi hoi.

“Ong 4y ké v6i toi vé ban than éng dy va cdc vu 4n minh tirng tham gia.
Cau c6 biét Hoang tit Paul xit Mauretania khong? Ong ay méi cu6i mot vii
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cong ay?”

“Thé u?”

“H6m no t6i c6 duge doc mot bai bao hét sitc hap dan vé c6 gai dy trén to
Society Snipets, Up md rang co dy thuc ra la Nit Dai Cong twdc ctia Nga,
con gai ctia Nga hoang va chay trén thoat khoi tay ctia Bolshevik. Cha, c6 vé
nhw 6ng Poirot tirng pha dwgc mot vu an giét nguwdi hét sirc kho khan ma ca
hai nguoi do co nguy co bi lien ddi. Hoang tir Paul tham chi da phai ha minh
ta on ong ay.”

“Thé Hoang ttr c6 ban cho 6ng dy mot chiéc kep ca vat ngoc luc bao to c@
qua tri'ng dé dén on khong?” Toi hoi cham choc.

“Ong dy khong nhic dén chuyén do. Sao vay?”

“Khong c6 gi.” To6i dap. “Em twéng mdy ngudi ta hay lam thé. Trong
truyén trinh tham nguoi ta thwong c6 tro do. Vi tham ti sieu pham thuong
nhan dugc cd may can phong ngdp tran ruby, ngoc trai, r6i ngoc luc bao lam
qua cam ta tu nhitng khach hang hoang gia.”

“Puwoc nghe nhitng chuyén nhw thé tir chinh miéng ngwoi trong cudc ké
lai that 1a tuyét voi.” Chi toi n6i day hai long.

Co6 1é may tin tic kiéu dé thi tuyét voi that - nhung vai riéng Caroline ma
thoi. T6i cling tham than phuc kha nang nhanh nhay tai tinh ctia 6ng Hercule
Poirot. Trong vO van vu an, ong ta biét dwgc chinh xac thi hiéu cia mét quy
ba song & lang qué héo lanh la nhu thé nao ma chon tring ngay vu hap dan
nhat.

“Vay ong ta co6 ndi co vii cong ay dung la Nt Pai Cong twdc khéng?” Toi
héi.

“Ong &y khong c6 quyen duoc tiét 16 dieu dy.” Giong Caroline hét stic
nghiém trong.

To6i tw hoi khong biét Iic do6 Poirot mat bao nhiéu cong sitc dé gitt moém
gitt miéng v@i Caroline - c6 1€ 1a chang t6n 1dy mot giot mé hoi nao cling
nén. Han 6ng dy da béng gi6 hét vai chi toi bang kiéu nhuén may nhin vai
thwong thay ctia 6ng ay roi.
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“Thé la cudi cung, sau tat ca nhitng chuyén nay”- toi tong két - “em doan
chi chac chi con nwéc quy xudng dwdi chan ma nang 6ng ta thanh thanh roi
chit ha?”

“Dirng ¢6 10 mang nhw thé chit James. T6i khong hiéu cau hoc ¢ dau
ngoai kia may cau tho thién nhw vay.”

“Em chi tiép xic vai thé gidi bén ngoai qua cac bénh nhan cia em thoi.
That tiéc la trong s6 d6 khong c6 ai thudc hang ngii vieong cong quy toc hay
mady Nga kiéu thd vi.”

Caroline day gong kinh 1én va nhin t6i.

“HOm nay cau c6 vé cau ban qua, James a. Han la do gan cua cau day.
Uobng vién xanh thi phai. T6i nay.”

Néu thay t6i lic & tai nha minh, chac sé chang ai tin nghé cua toi la bac si
y mat. Trong nha Caroline la nguwoi ké don thudc cho cé chi dy va t6i.

“La gan chét tiét.” T6i cau kinh noéi. “Thé hai nguwdi c6 néi chit gi vé vu
giét nguoi khong?”

“Di nhién r6i, James. Lang nay bay gio' con chuyén gi dé noi nita. Toi con
gitip 6ng Poirot 1am rd nhiéu tinh tiét nita kia. Ong ay biét on t6i ldm. Ong
ay noi toi c6 to chat cia mot tham tr thién bam, va ca kha nang nam bat tam
1y tuyét voi vé ban chat con nguwdi nita.”

Caroline bay gio c6 1é dang say trong men ctia nhitng 1di tang boc.

“Ong dy néi rat nhiéu vé t& bao chat xdm cta ndo, va ca chic ning cua
chiing. Ong dy néi chat xdm cta 6ng 4y 1a loai thuong hang nhat.”

“Ong ta hdn noi vay roi.” Toi ngan ngdm néi. “Trong d6 chic chin khong
c6 thanh phan Khiém ton r6i.”

“Sao cau lai 16 ming kinh khing nhuw dan My vay, James. Ong &y cho
rang viéc quan trong la phdi tim dugc Ralph s6m chirng nao hay chirng do,
r6i thi thuyét phuc cau ta ra trinh dién va ty khai bdo céac tinh tiét vé ban
than, 6ng ay con noi cau ta mat tich tr dau nhw vay sé tao ra nhitng suy doan
rat bat 1gi trong cudc diéu tra.”

“Thé chi dap lai nhw thé nao?”
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“T6i dong y v6i 6ng ay.” Caroline nghiém trong tr@ lai. “Va tdi con
truyén dat lai 6ng ta hay veé tinh hinh thién ha da ban luan thé nao vé chuyén
nay.”

“Caroline.” Toi gat Ién. “Chi c6 ké cho dng Poirot nhitng gi chi nghe 16m
duoc trong rieng hom no khong?”

“T6i c6 ndi chir.” Caroline dwong dwong tw dac.

Toi ditng 1én va bat dau di di lai lai, va cudi cing quay sang ba chi, dan
ting tiéng, “Em hy vong la chi nhan thitc dugc minh dang lam gi. Chi dang
trong day thong long vao c6 ctia Ralph Paton day, lan nay cau ay chét chac
r6i.”

“Khong hé.” Caroline n6i, khéng cé vé gi la béi réi. “To6i con ngac nhién
vi cau van chua néi véi 6ng ay viéc nay.”

“Vi em biét can nhac xem nhitng gi nén chia sé nhitng gi khong.” T6i noi.
“Em rat thwong thang bé do.”

“Thi t6i cling vay. Chinh vi thé ma t6i mdi bao cau dang néi nang vo ly.
T6i khong tin la Ralph lam chuyén do, va do vay su that khong thé nao anh
hwéng dén cau dy, va ching ta phai doc sitc ma gitp 6ng Poirot diéu tra.
Sao, thir nghi ma xem, rat c6 kha nang la Ralph ra ngoai v6i chinh c6 gai do
vao dém xdy ra an mang, va néu la vay, thi cau dy da cé bang chitng ngoai
pham ranh ranh ré6i.”

“Néu cau ay c6é bang chitng ngoai pham ro nhw vay, thi tai sao cau ay
khong ra trinh dién va khai rd nhw thé?” T6i bé lai

“Co thé do sg kéo c6 gai dé vao rac roi.” Caroline cling khong vira.
“Nhung néu 6ng Poirot tim ra dwgc co ta, va thuyét phuc c6 ay hiéu do la
trach nhiém cta c6 ay, thi co6 ta sé tw nguyén ra trinh dién va giai oan cho
Ralph.”

“Chi dang twdng twong mot cau chuyén than tién lang man dé huyén hoac
ban than thi c6. Chi doc qua nhiéu may cudn tiéu thuyét nham nhi roi day
Caroline. Em da bdo chi bao lan r6i.” T6i tha phich nguwdi xudng ghé lan
nita, héi, “Ong Poirot c6 héi thém gi nita khong?”
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“Chi hdi vé cac bénh nhan cau kham sang hom do.”

“Bénh nhan sang hém d6?” To6i kinh ngac héi lai. “Dung, bénh nhan dén
phong kham ctia cau. Co6 nhitng ai va bao nhiéu nguoi.”

“Chi biét dugc hét may chuyén do6 dé ké vGi ong ta sao?” Phai néi la
Caroline that phi pham.

“Sao lai khong?” Chi t6i dac y néi. “Tw ctra s6 nay toi c6 thé nhin thay 16i
di vao phong kham ctia cau. Va t6i con c6 mot tri nhd tuyét voi nita, James
a. Phai néi la t6t hon tri nhé cda cau rat nhiéu la dang khac.”

“Cai do6 thi em chang dam nghi ngo.” T6i lam bam dap lai ma khong can
suy nghi.

Chi t6i ti€p tuc cau chuyén, bAm ngén tay theo moi cai tén.

“Co ba Bennett 16n tudi, roi thang bé & nong trai tay bi thwong & ngon,
Dolly Grice bi kim dam ngén tay; ca ong phuc vu tau ngudi My vao bo dé
kham. D& t6i xem... thé 12 bén ngudi. A, con ca 6ng George Evans gia bi
nhot. Va cudi cung...”

Chi dirng lai hoi 1au.

“Sao?”

Pén day Caroline dac thang trung ra vé mat khodai chi. Trng chit mot
dugc chi ha hé ngan dai ra, “Co Russell!”

ROi chi thoa man thad minh vao lung ghé, trao cho t6i cai nhin day an vy,
ma mot khi Caroline da nhin xody ai day an y r6i, thi c6 muén gia vo 1o di
cling vO dung.

“Em khong hiéu y chi la gi.” T6i n6i, khng dwoc thanh that cho lam. “Co
Russell dén nho em kham qua dau goi bi dau khéng dugc sao?”

“Pau goi bi dau.” Caroline nhai lai. “That nham nhi! Lam sao dau bang
toi v&i cau dugc. Co ta chac chan c6 y do khac.”

“La gi?” Téi vin lai.

Caroline danh thu thye 1a chi &y van chwa doan dwoc y do do.

“Nhung dau sao, 6ng ay ciling dang c6 gang tim cho ra y do do, y chi la
ong Poirot ay. Nguwoi phu nit dé c6 cai gi do rat am mudi, va ong ta biét diéu
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do.”

“Hét nhu 16i ba Ackroyd néi véi em hom qua. Rang c6 Russell co6 gi do
am muoi.”

“A!” Caroline ndi, ra vé nguy hiém. “Ba Ackroyd! Thém mot ngudi nita!”

“Thém cai gi ca?”

Caroline chang thém giai thich cau noi cia minh, chi gat gat cai dau ra vé
hai long, cudn lai dong do6 len dang dan, di 1én lau, khoac chiéc do canh lua
mau hoa ca va deo thém sgi day chuyén vang. Chi ay goi d6 la thay trang
phuc cho bira t6i.

T6i ng6i mot minh, mat nhin cham cham vao ngon Itta va suy ngam veé 16i
Caroline néi lac ndy. C6 diang la Poirot thwe sy dén day dé l1ay thong tin vé
co Russell, hay do6 chi la do dau 6c giau tri twdng twgng cia Caroline suy
dién moi thit theo y minh?

Thai do cu xr ctia cd Russell budi sang hom do r6é rang khéng cé gi dang
nghi ca. Chi it la...

T6i con nhé cau chuyén cia c6 lién tuc xoay vao cha dé dung thudc men,
va roi tir d6 c6 lai chuyén sang cac loai thuoc doc va dau doc. Nhung thé
chang c6 gi dac biét ca. Ackroyd khong hé bi dau doc. Dau vay van that la
la...

Toi nghe tiéng Caroline, giong pha chtt gat gong, goi tr trén tang.

“James, cau khong nhanh la mudn bita t6i day.”

To6i gap thém than vao 16 swdi va ngoan ngoan lén tang.

Néu mua dwgc may phut yén binh trong cai nha nay, gia bao nhiéu toi
cing tra.
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CHUONG 12
BEN BAN AN

Mot cudc diéu tra tong quat dugc tién hanh vao thit Hai.

T6i khong dinh ké chi tiét trinh tw budi diéu tra ra day, nhw thé khong
khéc nao ké lai moi chuyén tir dau vi chang c6 gi mdi. Theo théa thuan vGi
phia canh sat, cling khong ai dwgc dé 16 ra ngoai bat ctt thong tin gi. T6i
ding ra xac nhan nguyén nhan céi chét cua 6ng Ackroyd va wéc lugng thoi
gian t vong. Nhan vién diéu tra c6 néu ra sy vang mat cua Ralph Paton,
nhung khong nhan manh qua mitc.

Sau budi diéu tra, téi cung Poirot cé tro chuyén doéi 16i vdi thanh tra
Raglan. Vién thanh tra cé vé rat bi quan: “Tinh hinh xem ra té lam, 6ng
Poirot a. T6i dang c6 gang nhin nhan moi thit that cong bang va sang sudt.
To6i cling la dong hwong vGi Pai iy Paton, da gap cau khong biét bao nhiéu
lan & Cranchester nay roi. Toi thyc tinh khong muén ciu ay la toi nhan,
nhwng du muon hay khong thi thye té van hét sirc bat 1gi. Néu cau ay vo toi,
tai sao khong ra trinh dién? Pung la ching t6i c6 nam gilt nhitng bang
chitng chong lai cau ta that, nhung van cé kha nang tim ra 16i giai thich xac
dang cho nhitng bang chitng d6 co ma. Vay tai sao cau dy khong ra trinh
dién va bién minh cho ban than.”

Loi néi caa vién thanh tra ham chita nhiéu an y ma lic dé t6i chwa kip
hiéu hét. M6 ta nhan dang cua Ralph da duoc gti di khap cac bén cang va
nha ga & Anh. Canh sat khap noi déu da dugc thong bao. Nhitng noi cau ay
tirng lwu tra trong thanh pho bi theo doi, va ca nhitng cho dwoc bao la cau ay
tirng hay lui téi cling vay. Gitta mu6n trung vong vay nhu vay thi Ralph kho
long tranh khoi bi phat hién. Cau dy khong c6 hanh 1y va, theo thong tin hién
nay nam dugc, cling khong xu dinh tdi. Vién thanh tra tiép, “T6i khong tim
duwgc bat c ai nhin thdy cdu dy & ga tau dém d6. Ma & day cau dy cling
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thudc dang c6 tiéng day, 18 ra phai c6 ai d6 nhan ra cau ta chiz. O Liverpool
cling chang c6 tin tirc gi.”

“Cac 6ng nghi cau dy dén Liverpool sao?” Poirot thac mac.

“Thi chi la c6 kha nang do6 thoi. Cudc dién thoai tw ga tau chi ba phut
tredc khi chuyén tau toc hanh di Liverpool khéi hanh, han phai c6 lién quan
gi d6 chi.”

“Trtr khi do 1a do c6 ngudi co tinh danh lac hwéng 6ng. C6 kha nang do
chinh 1a muc dich cta cudc goi dién thoai dy. ”

“Cé ly ddy.” Vién thanh tra reo 1én. “Ong thuc su tin d6 1a nguyén nhan
dang sau cu dién thoai?”

“Ong ban tdi 0i.” Poirot nghiém tiic néi. “Tdi khong biét chic. Nhung toi
néi ong hay: toi tin rang mot khi ching ta tim ra 16i gidi cho cudc goi do,
ching ta ciling sé biét dwgc 10i gidi cho vu an mang nay.”

“Ong da tirng néi nhu thé roi, téi con nhé.” T6i nhan xét, méit nhin dng ay
t0 mo.

Poirot gat dau, nghiém nghi néi, “Lan nao ciing vay, t6i luon bi dan vé gia
thuyét nay.”

“T6i lai thay n6 hoan toan khong lién quan.” T6i khang dinh.

“T6i khong nghi thé.” Vién thanh tra phan déi. “Nhwng phdi thita nhan
ong Poirot day c6 vé nhan manh vao n6 nhiéu qua. Ching ta cé nhitng manh
moi t6t hon thé. Cac dau van tay trén con dao chang han.”

Bong dung trong phit choc, duwong nhw von tiéng Anh cta Poirot bay
sach sé. Moi lan hao hitng qua mic la 6ng ta lai thanh ra nhw vay, “Ngai
thanh tra, hay can trong vGi cai gi cut - cai gi cut nhi, goi la gi nhi? Puwong
gi nhé nho ma khong c6 16i ra dy.”

Bi bat ngd, vién thanh tra ngd ngwdi, nhung toi nhanh tri hidu ra, “Y 6ng
la ngd cut c6 phai khong?”

“Chinh 1a n6é d6, dwong cut lat léo, nhung lai chang dan dén dau ca.
Nhitng dau van tay ay c6 thé sé nhw thé do, ching sé chang dan 6ng di dén
dau dau.”
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“T6i lai khong thay thé.” Raglan néi. “Co phai ong dang am chi la nhitng
ddu tay do la gia ding khong? Toi c6 doc dugc nhitng chuyén nhw thé tirng
xdy ra roi, du ban than thi chwa bao gi¢ trdi qua bao gid. Nhung du la gia
hay that, thi nhitng dau tay nay chac chan sé dan ching ta dén mot dau moi
nao do.”

Poirot chi nhin vai va khoat tay.

Vién thanh tra sau dé dwa chiing t6i xem nhiéu tdm hinh dau van tay
phong to, va bat dau gidang mét bai chuyén mén vé van xoan va van moc.

“Lai day ndo.” Ong ta néi sau mot hoi ba hoa, vé hoi buc véi vé ding
dung cua Poirot. “Ong phdi thira nhan rang nhitng dau tay nay chac chan la
do c6 nguoi trong nha deé lai t6i hom do chir?”

“Tat nhién roi.” Poirot gat dau tan thanh.

“Va toi cling da ldy dau van tay cda tat cd cac thanh vién trong nha
Ackroyd, khong chira mot ai, xin 6ng nhé cho, tir ba gia gi dé6 cho dén hau
bép.”

Ba Ackroyd ma nghe dwgc nguwdi khac goi minh la ba gia thi han sé
khong hai long. Ba dy chac phdi chi ca mot gia tai vao da loai my pham ay
chrr.

“Cua tat cd moi ngwoi.” Vién thanh tra nhac lai, ra vé trinh trong.

“Ké ca caa t6i.” T6i n6i gop vao, khong may hing thu. “Chinh thé.
Khéng c6 dau tay nao khép ca. Vi vay ching ta chi con lai hai kha nang.
Mot la Ralph Paton, hodc hai la ngwoi dan 6ng la bi an ma bac si day ké véi
ching ta. Khi ching ta tim ra hai nguwoi do roi thi...”

“Thi han khong biét bao nhiéu thoi gian quy bau da bi lang phi.” Poirot
Xen vao.

“Toi khong hiéu y 6ng lam, 6ng Poirot.”

“Ong noéi da 14y dau tay cta tat ca nhitng thanh vién trong nha.” Poirot ha
giong nhan manh. “Ong c6 chic chin mot trdm phan tram khong, 6ng_thanh
tra?”

“Tat nhién roi.”
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“Khong bd qua bat ctt ai?”

“Khong bd qua bat cit ai.” Vién thanh tra ca quyét.

“Ca nguoi con song lan ngudi da chét?”

Trong tich tac mat vién thanh tra nhw dai di, nhin tran trdn vao nhitng dau
tay ma minh “t6n thd” bay lau. Mai mét ltic sau 6ng ta méi dap lai dugc, “Y
ong la...?”

“Cua nguoi chét, 6ng_thanh tra.”

Thanh tra Raglan van phai mat thém vai phat dé hiéu ra. Poirot cham rai
néi, “Toi cho rang, nhitng dau van tay trén can dao nay la ctia chinh ong
Ackroyd. Chuyén kiém chitng khong khé. Thi thé 6ng ay van con dé.”

“Nhung tai sao? Muc dich ¢ day la gi? Khong phai la ong dinh noi day la
mot vu ty sat do chit, ong Poirot?”

“A! Khong. Gia thuyét cda t6i 1a hung thu da deo gang tay hodc la c6 gi
d6 dé 16t vao can dao. Sau khi da ha thu, han cam tay nan nhan 1én va cho
nam quanh phan can.”

“Nhung tai sao?”

Poirot nhun vai lan nita, “Dé khién mot vu an réi ram trd nén réi ren hon
nita.”

“Vay thi dé toi kiém tra lai. Tt dau ma ong lai ndy ra y nay?”

“Khi 6ng da cé long tot chi cho t6i xem con dao va dang mai tap trung
qua mitc vao diu van tay cac loai. T6i chang hiéu mo té cai gi may thit xody
tron v6i xoay moc do, noéi that la mang nay toi mu tit. Nhuwng khi quan sat
chuing, t6i thay c6 vé vi tri cia cac dau tay hoi ky cuc. La toi thi toi chang
cam con dao theo huwéng d6 dé dam ai duwgc. Binh thwong, néu ta bé ngoat
tay phdi ra sau dé ty dam 1én vai thi rat kh6 nham tring.”

Vién thanh tra nhin 6ng tham t* nhé con cham cham. Con Poirot chang cé
vé gi la dé y dén anh nhin d6, mai miét phai may hat bui dinh trén tay ao
khoéc cta minh. Cudi cling Raglan Ién tiéng, van c6 lam giong ké ca, “O, ¥
d6 nghe cling c6 ly day. T6i sé kiém tra lai ngay day, nhung ong cling dirng
buon néu két qua khong ra dugc gi.”
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Poirot nhin 6ng ta di khuat, r6i quay sang t6i, mat nhap nhay, “Lai thé
nita.” Ong ta nhan xét. “T6i phai can than hon véi cdi tinh tw mdn cta 6ng ta

méi dwge. Con gid con lai chiing ta vdi cach riéng ctia minh, ban hién, 6ng
thay sao néu ta doan tu gia dinh mét chit?”

Cai sy “doan tu gia dinh mot chut” ma Poirot néi dy xdy ra nita gio' sau
dé. Chang t6i ngoi quanh chiéc ban trong phong an ¢ Fernly. Poirot ng6i dau
ban, giong dang chd toa cho mot cudc hop hoi dong bi hiém rung ron nao
d6. Khong c6 mot nguwdi phuc vu nao, tat ca chi cé sau ngudi ching t6i @
day, gom ba Ackroyd, Flora, Thiéu ta Blunt, ciu Raymond, Poirot va toi.

Khi moi nguoi da dong du, Poirot ding lén va cui chao. “Thua quy ong,

quy bd, t6i goi cac vi cung ngoi lai diy vi mot muc dich.” R6i 6ng ta ngirng
lai m6t chut. “Dé bat dau, t6i xin ¢6 10i thinh cau khan thiét véi thua co.”

“Vai toi sao?” Flora ngac nhién.

“Thuwa co, cd6 da dinh hén véi Pai Gy Ralph Paton. Néu cau dy cé tin
twéng ai, thi dé phai la c6. Toi tha thiét xin c6, néu c6 biét cau ay dang &
dau, hdy thuyét phuc cau ay ra trinh dién.” Flora dinh 1én tiéng cat ngang,
nhung Poirot kip néi ngay. “Xin ¢6 mot phut dé t6i dwgc ndi hét, cd hay
khoan tréd 16i ngay cho dén khi da suy nghi that thau dao.

“Thua cb, cang tranh mat 1au thi tinh thé cta ciu ay cang nguy hiém. Néu
cdu ay ra trinh dién dwgc ngay bay gio, thi bat ké cac bang chitng thuc té cé
bat lgi thé nao di chang nita, Ralph van c6 co hoi bién minh cho minh.
Nhung néu cit gilt im lang thé nay, c tron chay nhw thé nay, thi sé dugc gi
day? Chac chan chi khién ngudi ta tin chac mot diéu ma thoi: cdu ay nhan
thitc dwgce rang minh c6 toi.

“Thua co, néu c6 thye long tin Ralph vo t0i, thi xin hdy thuyét phuc cau
ay ra trinh dién treéc khi qua muon.”

Mat Flora cat khong con giot mau, co li nhi nhac lai, “Qua mudn!”

Poirot rwén nguwdi 1én phia trdc, nhin thang vao ¢6 va nhe nhang ndi,
“Gio co6 thdy day, thua cd, dich than ‘bo gia’ Poirot nay khan thiét cau xin
c6. B0 gia Poirot day la nguwdi di nhiéu hiéu rong. Toi khong tim cach gai
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bay c6 dau, thua c6. Co6 khong tin t6i sao? Vay hay néi cho t6i biét noi
Ralph dang an nau di.”

Co gai dirng bat day va xoay ngudi doi mat 6ng, n6i ranh mach tirng 19i.

“Ong Poirot, t6i xin thé v&i 6ng, xin 1dy hét danh du cta t6i ra ma thé véi
ong, la t6i khong hay biét Ralph hién dang & dau, va t6i cling khong hé gap
g0 hay nghe ngéng duoc tin titc gi tir anh dy vao cai ngay... cai ngay bac bi
giét, va ca tir hom dé dén gio.”

C0 ngoi xudng lan nita. Poirot im lang nhin c6 mot ldc, roi 6ng ta dap tay
xuong ban mot tiéng quyét doan.

“Tot! Néu co da noi vay,” mat ong ta danh lai, “gio t6i kéu goi tat ca
nhitng nguwoi ngoi day hom nay, ba Ackroyd, Thiéu td Blunt, bac si
Sheppard, va anh Raymond. Cac vi déu la ban bé va ngwoi than cia cua
nguwoi mat tich. Néu c6 ai biét Ralph Paton dang an ndu & dau, xin lén
tiéng.”

Im 1ang mot hoi lau. Poirot nhin titng nguwdi mot.

“T6i xin cac vi,” roi 6ng ta gan giong, “hay lén tiéng.”

Nhung tit cad van im lang, cho dén khi ba Ackroyd cat 16i pha tan bau
khong khi, giong méu mao mc nd, “To6i phdi noi la chuyén Ralph mat tich
that 1a ky la, hét sitc ky la. Sao lai biét tam gitta Iic nwdc soi Iira bong thé
nay. Hinh nhw, 6ng biét day, hinh nhw c6 gi dé dang sau chuyén nay. Flora
con yéu, me phai néi la that hét sitc may man khi 1é dinh hon cua hai dira
chuwa dugc thong bao chinh thiee.”

“Me!” Flora gian dir kéu lén.

“La ong troi that c6 mat.” Ba Ackroyd bay té. “T6i van mdt long tin
twdng rang ong troi luén sang sudt. C6 mot dang thiéng liéng da dinh moi su
cho ta, ding nhu cau thoai trong kich Shakespeare day.”

“Chac la ba khong dinh bat dang thiéng liéng dé phai chiu trach nhiém
cho db6i chan to cia minh day chit ba Ackroyd?” Geoffrey Raymond hoi, roi
VO tu cuoi 1on.
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Toi doan chac anh ta chi c6 y mudn xoa diu bau khong khi cang thang
thoi, nhung ba Ackroyd da ném cho anh ta 4nh nhin titc t6i, r6i rut ra chiéc
khan mui xoa, ti€p tuc tic twdi, “Flora nho thé ma tranh dwgc bao nhiéu 6
nhuc va diéu tiéng khiang khiép. T6i khong bao gio nghi ngd Ralph than yéu
c6 dinh liu gi dén cai chét cia 6ng Roger dang thwong. T6i khong cé nghi
nhw vay. Ma tinh t6i von hay tin nguwdi, xwa nay da thé, tir tim bé dén gio.
T6i chang dam tin ai xau xa bao gid. Nhung ma, tat nhién néi di cling phai
néi lai, chiing ta cling phdi nhé la Ralph tirng tham gia may vu ban giét
khting khiép hoi con trong quan ngii. Nguwdoi ta ndi doi khi c6 nhitng hé qua
kéo dai vé sau. Nhitng nguwoi do khong thé nhan thitc dwgc hanh dong cta
minh. Ho mat kiém soéat, ong biét day, khong thé kiém ché duwgc.”

“Me!” Flora gat 1én lan nita. “Me khong nghi la Ralph lam ddy chi?”

“Thoi nao, ba Ackroyd.” Blunt néi.

“Toi khong biét nén nghi gi day.” Ba Ackroyd kh6c nitc ng. “Moi chuyén
that khién t6i dau long hét sitc. Toi tw héi chuyén gi sé xady ra vGi cai co
ngoi nay, néu Ralph bi phat hién c6 t0i.”

Raymond day manh ghé ra dang sau day gian di. Thiéu t4 Blunt van gii
im lang, nhin ba ta cham cham. Ba Ackroyd van chwa chiu ngirng, “Gidng
nhw kiéu chan thuwong tam 1y vay, moi nguoi biét day, va t6i dam noi chac la
Roger dé cau ta thiéu tién di* 1am, tat nhién la vGi y t6t ma théi. Toi hiéu la
cac vi déu phan doi t6i, nhung toi thye tinh thay hét sitc ky la, sao Ralph
khong chiu ra trinh dién? Ma t6i ciing phdi ta on trgi dat la 1é dinh hon cda
Flora van chwa diegc loan bao rong rai.”

“Sé cong bo vao ngay mai.” Flora n6i, giong binh tinh.

“Flora!” Me c0 la lén, vé that kinh.

Flora quay sang viéen thu ky.

“Anh lam on hdy gui thong bao nay tGi t0 Morning Post. Va ca to The
Times nita, anh Raymond.”

“Néu co chac chan lam thé la sang su6t, thwa c6 Ackroyd.” Raymond
nghiém nghi dap.
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Cb quay sang Blunt phan bua, “Ong hiéu ma. Téi con lam duogc gi nita
day? Gid moi chuyén nhu thé roi, téi phai ditng vé phia Ralph. Ong hiéu la
toi phai lam vay ma.”

RO6i ¢0 nhin 6ng chd doi. Sau mot hoi im lang, 6ng bat ngo gat dau cwong
quyét.

Ba Ackroyd khéc rid 1én, gao thét phan doi. Flora van giit nguyén guong
mat lanh lung, khong chut thwong x6t. Cudi cung Raymond 1én tiéng, “T6i
rat cam phuc muc dich cao dep cta co6 khi lam vay, c6 Ackroyd a. Nhung c6
c6 thay nhw thé 1a hoi hap tap khong? Xin hdy dgi khodng mot hay hai ngay
xem tinh hinh ra sao da.”

“Hay lam ludn vao ngay mai.” Flora cwong quyét. “Me khoc 16c thé cling
chang dugc gi dau, me a. Du con c6 1a nguwdi thé nao di chang nita, sé khong
c6 chuyeén con bo roi ban be con.”

“Ong Poirot. Ong khong thé néi gi duwgc sao?” Ba Ackroyd khoc 16c khan
khoan

“Chang néi duwogc gi nita dau.” Blunt chen ngang. “Co ay dang lam diéu
ding dan. T6i xin ditng vé phia c6 ay, du c6 chuyén gi xay ra di chang nita.”

Flora dwa tay vé phia Blunt, day cam kich, “Cam on 6ng, Thiéu t4 Blunt.”

“Thura c6.” Poirot lén tiéng. “Xin cho lao gia nay tan dwong tdm long can
dam va chung thiy ctia ¢6. Va mong c6 ding hiéu lam t6i néu t6i thinh cau
c6 mot viéc, khan khoan thinh cau c6 mot viéc, la hdy hoan cong bo 1é dinh
hon nay thém it nhat hai ngay nira?”

Flora dan do. Poirot tiép tuc, “T6i thinh cau diéu nay la vi lgi ich cua ca
Ralph va cua c6, thua c6. Cé dang bi hoang loan. Co chwa thé lwong truwée
dwgc moi chuyén roi sé ra sao. Nhung t6i xin cam doan la ¢6 chi can dgi hai
ngay thoi. Nghiém tuc ddy. Co da trao cho toi nghia vu phai giai quyét vu
viéc nay, vay xin c6 ding nén can trd toi bay gio.”

Flora im lang mot lic roi dap, “To6i khong thich nhu thé, nhung toi sé tam
nghe theo 16i 6ng.”
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ROi cO ngoi lai xudng ghé. Poirot nhanh chéng tré vé y dinh ban dau,
“Con bay gio, thua cdc 6ng,_cdc ba, t6i xin tiép tuc cau chuyén minh dang

ndi. Xin hay hiéu rang, tdi quyét tam tim ra sy that. Sy that, du c6 xau xi dén
mitc nao, thi n6é luén hap dan va dep dé trong mat ngwoi tim kiém no. To6i
gio da co tudi, nang lyc khéng con nhuw xwa.” Dén day ong ta to 10 y cho dgi
mot tiéng phan doi. “Rat c6 thé day sé la vu cudi cung t6i diéu tra. Nhung
Hercule Poirot nay chac chan sé khong két thiic sy nghiép ctia minh bang
that bai. Cdc 6ng,_cdc ba, t6i xin thong bao cho cac vi hay, t6i quyét tam tim

cho ra moi viéc. Va toi chac chan sé tim ra - bat ké tat ca cac vi ¢ day c6 lam
g1 di chang nita.”

Ong din nhitng 101 cudi day thach thitc, nhw thé dang ném thing nhitng tir
dy vao mdt ching t6i. To6i cam thdy hinh nhw tat cd moi nguwdi cé hoi nga
ngwoi ra phia sau mot chit, ngoai trirt Geoffrey Raymond, cau ta van tinh bo
va hai hudc nhw moi khi, “Y 6ng 1a sao, cai gi ma bat ké ching t6i c6 1am gi
di chang ntta?” Anh ta hoi, long may rudn léen.

“DPung vay, thua ong. Tat ca nhitng ngudi ¢ day, moi ngwoi déu dang gidu
giém toi diéu gi do.”

bén day can phong bat dau day tiéng ri ram phan do6i, 6ng gio tay ngan
lai.

“Vang, vang, to6i biét minh dang néi gi. B6 cé thé la nhitng chi tiét nho
nhat - thdm chi tdm thuwong - twdng nhw khong c6 diy mo ré ma gi dén vu
an, nhung that ra la c6. M6i nguoi trong cac vi déu dang giau giém diéu gi
d6. Thé nao, t6i noi c6 ding khong?”

Anh nhin thach thic va budc toi cta 6ng ta quét mot lwgt quanh ban. Va
tat cd cac cap mat déu cup xudng khi bi mat 6ng cham dén. Vang, ca t6i
cling vay.

“Vay coi nhw t6i da nhan dwgc cau tra 16i.” Poirot noi, roi cudi 16n vé bi
an. Ong lai ditng 1én. “T6i xin kéu goi tat ca cac vi day. Xin hdy néi cho t6i
biét s that, toan b sw that.” Tat ca im lang.

“Khong ai lén tiéng sao?”

Dbén ldc nay, 6ng tham t& chi cwdi va ndéi, “Thdt tiéc qud.”
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R6i ong roi khéi phong.
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CHUONG 13
CHIEC LONG NGONG

T6i hom do, theo 10i yéu cau ctia Poirot, toi sang nha 6ng dy sau bita toi.
Caroline doi theo téi budc ra khéi nha, khong gidu ndi vé birc boi. Chi ay
han thém khat dugc ho tong toi lam.

Poirot dén tiép toi hét sitc niém nd. Ong ta dit mot chai vvhiskey Ireland
(loai nay t6i ghét cay ghét dang) xudng mot chiéc ban nho, bén canh cé lon
soda va mot cai ly. Riéng ban than ong ta ban ron pha mot tach s6 co la
néng. Sau nay tdi biét dwgc do la thitc udng wa thich cia Poirot.

Ong lich sy hoi tham ba chi cua tdi, ma ong goi la nguwoi phu nit tha vi
nhat tran doi. T6i lanh dam ndi, “T6i e 1a ong da bién chi to6i thanh ngudi
song trén may roi. Chiéu Chu nhat 1a thé nao vay?”

Poirot cudi 16n va nhdy miét, “T6i von thich nhd cdy chuyén gia.” Ong ta
nhan xét day an y, khong chiu giai thich gi thém.

“Du sao thi ong cling da biét dugc tat cd cac chuyén ngoi 1é déi mach
khap lang x6m. Ca sv that va nhitng 16i don thoi vé van.”

“Va mot lugng 16n thong tin quy bau.” Poirot lang 1€ thém vao.

“Vi du nhu...”

Ong ta 1ic dau nguay nguay, hoi nguoc lai, “Tai sao 6ng khong néi su that
v6i toi tit dau? O mot noi nhu thé ndy, nhat it nhat dong ctia Ralph Paton
lam sao thoat khéi tai mat dw luan. Néu chi cta 6ng khéng tinh co di qua
khu rirtng ngay hém do, thi chac han sé c6 mot ai khac lam vay.”

“Chéc 12 s c6 ai d6 day.” Tdi buc bdi noéi. “Ong quan tdm dén cic bénh
nhan cua t6i lam gi?”

Poirot nhay mat lan nita.

“Chi c6 mot ngudi trong s6 doé thoi, bac si a. Chi c6 mot ngudi thoi.”

“Bénh nhan cubi cung?” T6i danh liéu.
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“T6i nhan thdy c6 Russell la mot doi twgng nghién ctru ly thu nhat.”
Poirot map mo.

“Ong nhw chi t6i va ba Ackroyd, nghi ¢6 dy c6 gi d6 &m mudi sao?” Toi
héi.

“Gi ca? Ong néi gi co? Am mudi a?”

Toi c6 gang hét sitc giai thich cho ong ta hiéu.

“Va ho noi thé sao?”

“Chang 1é chiéu qua chi t6i néi chwa du ro hét y do6 cho 6ng sao?

“Ciing_co thé.”

“Ho chang c6 can c¥ nao.” To6i khang dinh.

“Phy nir ma..” Poirot danh gia. “Ho rat phi thwong! Ho c tw suy doan
lung tung, va roi bang phép mau nao dd, tat ca héa ra lai dung. Khong, that
ddy. Tiém thitc cta ho luén quan sat hang ngan chi tiét nhé nhat, nhung ban
than ho lai khong hé y thitc dwgc diéu d6. Va cling trong tiém thitc ho chap
noi nhitng tiéu tiét vun vat doé lai v6i nhau, va thé la ho goi két qua cé dugc
la trire giac. T6i la toi rat ranh vé tam ly ho. T6i biét r6 nhitng thit nhw thé.”

Nguwc 6ng won ra day tw hao, trong ky cuc dén noi t6i phai khé s& mim
chat miéng dé khong cwoi pha 1én. Roi 6ng ta khé nhdp mot ngum s6 o la,
roi can than lau sach hang ria. Cu6i cung khéng nhin néi nita, t6i bat ra, “T6i
wgc gi ong co6 thé noi cho t6i biét trong dau 6ng thiue sw nghi sao vé toan bo
chuyén nay?”

Poirot dt tach xuéng, “Ong muédn biét sao?”

“T6i thue sy muodn biét.”

“Ong cling thdy nhitng gi tdi thdy. Ching phai ching ta cfing sé& c6 cing
suy nghi do sao?”

“Chac 6ng c6 y cudi nhao t6i 16i.” Toi khé nhoc néi. “Han nhién la vay,
toi von dau co6 kinh nghiém véi may viéc kiéu nay.”

Poirot cudi, vé khoan dung, “Ong giéng nhw mot dita bé muédn biét cd
may hoat dong nhv thé ndo. Ong muén duge nhin nhan vu viée, khong phai
dwéi con mat ctia mot bac si gia dinh, ma la cia mot tham t, khong quen
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biét va cling khong quan tam dén ai ca, vdi 6ng tat ca bon ho déu la nhitng
xa la, va déu dang nghi nhw nhau.”

“Ong néi rat ding.”

“Vay thi dé toi giang gidi cho 6ng mdt chut vay. Pau tién la phdi nam
dugce chinh xac toan bg dién bién budi t6i hom dd, ludn ghi nhé trong dau la
nguoi ké cho 6ng co6 thé dang néi d6i.”

To6i nhwén may.

“Thai do nhw thé thi hoi qua da nghi r6i.”

“Nhung hét sttc can thiét, t6i bdo ddm véi 6ng la hét sic can thiét. Gio
quay lai cau chuyén, trudce tien: bac si Sheppard ra khoi can nha lic chin gio
kém muoi. Sao toi lai biét dwoc?”

“V1 t6i néi vGi ong nhu vay.”

“Nhung c6 kha nang ong khong noi sy that, hoac dong hé cua ong cé thé
chay sai. Nhung Parker cling noi la 6ng ra khoi can nha lic chin gio kém
muoi. Vay nén ching ta chap nhan 16i khai dé va tiép tuc di ti€p. Lic chin
gio 6ng dung phai mot ngudi dan 6ng & ngoai cong biét thy. Pén day ching
ta gap phai, tam goi la Bi an vé Nguoi la gidu mat di. Lam sao t6i dam chac
do la sy that?”

“Vi t6i da ké vdi 6ng nhu vay.” Toi ldp lai, nhung Poirot voi cat ngang.

“A! Téi nay dau 6c 6ng hiéu hoi cham ro6i, ban hién, 6ng thi biét chac
chuyén 1a nhu thé, nhung 1am sao t6i biét chic dugc? A, t6i ¢ thé khing
dinh v6i 6ng rang ngwoi la bi an kia khong phdi la sdn pham twéng twong
ctia 6ng, vi nguwdi hau ctia mot ba c6 tén Gannett cling gap anh ta vai phut
trie@c Oong, va cling héi c6 ay duwong dén biét thy Fernly. Ching ta chap nhan
su xuat hién cda anh ta la that, va tir do, ching ta cé thé kha chac chan hai
diéu vé anh ta: rang anh ta khong quen thudc véi khu viee quanh dé, va du
anh ta dén Fernly vGi muc dich gi di chang nita, thi cling khong dwgc bi mat
cho lam, vi anh ta da héi dwong dén dé hai lan.”

“Ding thé, t6i hiéu roi.”
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“Gio toi c6 nhiém vu tim hiéu ky hon vé ngwoi dan 6ng nay. T6i duoc
biét anh ta c6 uong mot ly & quan Heo rirng, va c6 phuc vu quan ta anh ta
néi giong My va tirng nhic dén viéc méi tit My qua day. Ong khi d6 c6 dé y
la anh ta noi giong My khong?”

“Co, toi nghi la anh ta néi giong My.” T6i ndi, réi suy nghi thém mot
chit, dau c6 nhd lai lic do, va néi thém, “Nhung chi hoi 1o 16.”

“Chinh xdc. Con thém cai nay ntta, chac 6ng con nhé, t6i nhat dugc tw
nha hong mat.”

Poirot gio ra sgi 1ong ngong. T6i nhin né td mo. Va réi mot y nghi chot
16e 1én trong dau t6i, ro rang toi da doc dau do.

Poirot nhin thay sac mat t6i thay doi, gat dau, “Pung vay, heroin, hay con
goi la ‘tuyét’. Nguai hit thwong cam chiéc 16ng ngong thé nay, va hit vao
trong mui.”

“Diamorphine hydrochloride.” T6i lam bam.

“Cach dung thuoc kiéu nay rat pho bién & bén kia dai dwong. Co6 vé ta co
thém dugc mét bang chitng cho thay nguwoi dan 6ng do6 dén tir Canada hodc
My.”

“Tai sao khi dy ong lai cht y dén can nha hong mat?” Toi hiéu ky hai.

“Ban hién a, vién thanh tra d6 da mac dinh rang bat ct ai chon di 16i nho
d6 déu la dé di tat vao nha 16n, nhung ngay khi nhin thdy nha hong mat do,
toi da hiéu ngay rang ngwoi ta ciing c6 thé dung 16i d6 dé vao cho hen la can
nha hong mat. Theo 16i khai nhitng nguoi trong nha thi ga la mat khong vao
bang ctra trvdc ma cling chang di ctra sau. Vay néu c6 ai do o trong nha da
ra gap anh ta thi sao? Néu ding vay thi con dau tién hon can nha héng mat
nho do? Téi da luc loi trong d6 xem c6 bang chitng nao khong, va tim dugc
hai thit: mau vai lanh va chiéc 16ng ngong.”

“Con mau vai lanh? N6 thi lam sao?” T6i hiéu ky.

Poirot nhuén may, “Ong khong ding t& bao chit xam nao 16i.” Ong ta
lanh dam no6i. “Riéng mau vai lanh thi phdi o r6i chi.”
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“Véi toi thi khong duge ro 1am.” T6i thira nhan, réi danh trong lang. “Du
sao thi ngwdi dan 6ng la mat vao trong nha hong mat dé gap ai do. Thé dé la
ai?”

“Chinh 13 cau héi d6. Ong con nhé ba Ackroyd va con géi tir Canada
chuyén dén day séng chi?”

“Co phai chinh vi vay ma éng cdo budc ho dang che giau su that khong?”

“C6 thé. Gio mot diém khéac nita. Ong nghi sao vé cau chuyén ctia ¢6 hau
ban?”

“Cau chuyén cta c6 hau ban?”

“Cau chuyén co dy bi dudi viéc. Liéu c6 mat dén nira tiéng dong ho dé
du6i viéc mot gia nhan khong? Liéu cau chuyén vé may gidy td quan trong
do6 c6 dang tin? Va nén nhé, du c6 dy khai 1a minh & trong phong tir Itc chin
rwdi dén muoi gio, nhung chang c6 ai ditng ra lam chitng xac minh cho 16i
khai d6 ca.”

“Ong lam t6i r6i tri roi ddy.” T6i noi.

“V6i t6i thi n6 lai cang ro rang hon. Nhung bay gio 6ng néi cho t6i biét
suy nghi va gia thuyét ctia ong di.”

Toi 1dy mot to gidy trong tdi ra, xau ho phan bua, “T6i m&i nhap lai vai y
thoi.”

“Nhung tuyét voi, ong da c6 phwong phap. D€ nghe xem nao.”

T6i nguong nghiu doc to, “Dé bat dau, ta phai nhin sy viéc mét cach
logic...”

“Y hét 10i 6ng ban Hastings tdi nghiép cua t6i hay n6i.” Poirot cat ngang.
“Nhung ma than 6i! Anh ta chang bao gio lam dwgc ding nhw thé.”

“Piém so 1: Cé nguoi nghe ong Ackroyd néi chuyén véi ai dé lic chin
gio ruoi.

“Piém s6 2: Vao thoi diém nao d6 vao budi t6i, Ralph Paton chac chan da
vao phong bang duwong cira s6, bang chitng la ddu giay cta cau ay.

“Piém s6 3: Ong Ackroyd lo ling bén chon ca budi t5i, va do dé chéc
chan chi cho ngudi minh quen vao phong.
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“Piém s6 4: Nguwoi n6i chuyén véi ong Ackroyd liac chin gio ba mwoi c6
héi ong ta tién. Chiing ta biét rang Ralph Paton dang khéanh kiét.

“Tw bon diém nay suy ra nguoi ¢ cung ong Ackroyd lic chin gid ba mwoi
la Ralph Paton. Nhung chiing ta biét 6ng Ackroyd van con song lic muai
gio kém muoi lam, do d6 ngwoi giét ong ta khong phai la Ralph. Ralph dé
ctra s6 mé. Sau do6 hung tha da vao bang dwong dé.”

“Va ai la hung thu?” Poirot hoi.

“Ga la mat nguoi My. Han ta c6 thé thong dong vai Parker, va c6 thé
Parker chinh la nguwoi da tong tién ba Ferrars. Néu vay, han sau khi nghe
lom, Parker hiéu la tro choi da dén hoi két, nén da bao dong pham, va tén do
da thue hién toi 4c bang con dao ma Parker dwa cho han ta.”

Poirot thira nhan, “D6 la mot gia thuyét cho thidy o6ng ciing thudc dang cé
dau 6c. Nhung né bé sot rat nhiéu diém chwa dugc ly giai thoa dang.”

“Vi du nhu...”

“Cudc dién thoai, chiéc ghé bi kéo ra...”

“Ong thyc sy tin chiéc ghé 1a tinh tiét quan trong?” Tai cét 15i.

“Cé6 thé 1a khong.” Ong ban ctia t6i thita nhan. “N6 c6 thé chi vo tinh
duwgc kéo ra, va Raymond hodc Blunt trong lic hoang loan da vo thitc day
no vé cho cli ma khong nhé. Ro6i con c6 bon mwai bang bi bién mat.”

“Biét dau la do Ackroyd da dwa n6 cho Ralph.” T6i dé xuat. “Co thé sau
khi tir chdi lic dau, 6ng ay da nghi lai.”

“Van c6 mot diém chwa dwgce giai thich.”

“La gi vay?”

“Tai sao Blunt trong dau lai chac chan tin rang nguwoi néi chuyén véi ong
Ackroyd luc chin gio ba muoi chinh la Raymond?”

“Ong 4y da giai thich r6i ma.” T6i n6i.

“Ong nghi vay sao? Théi toi sé khong néi nhiéu vé diém nay nita. Gid néi
cho t6i biét, Iy do Ralph Paton bién mat la gi?”

“Tinh tiét nay khé hon mot chit.” Toéi cham rai vira n6i vira nghi. “Toi
danh phai dién giai theo con mat ciia mot nguwai lam nghé y. Ralph han da bi
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hon xiéu phach lac. Néu bat thinh linh phat hién duwgng ctia minh da bi giét
khi anh ta m@i r0i di dugc may pht, sau mot cudc noéi chuyén, biét dau, rat
gay gat, thi anh ta chac han rat hodng loan va rut di ngay lap titc. Cé nhiéu
treong hgp nhw thé da dugc ghi nhan: ho hanh dong nhuw ké cé t6i du ban
than hoan toan vo t0i.”

“Pung, dang la vay.” Poirot noi. “Nhung ching ta cling khong dugc bo
qua mot diéu.”

“T6i biét y ong la gi. Néu la dong co thi rd rang Ralph Paton dugc thira
huwéng mot gia tai khong 16 nhd cai chét cia cha duwgng.”

“P6 la mot dong co.” Poirot dong tinh.

“Mot thoi sao?”

“Puing_vdy Ong c6 nhan ra ring c6 dén ba dong co riéng ré dang hién ranh
ranh tredc mat chung ta khong? Ai do chac chan da lay mat birc thw mau
xanh. D6 1a mot dong co. Tong tién! Ralph Paton c6 thé 1a ké da tong tién ba
Ferrars. Hay nhd@, theo nhw nhitng gi Hammond dwgc biét, Ralph Paton gan
day da khong con cau xin cha dugng gitp do nita. Cé vé anh ta da cé dugc
mot nguon cung tién bac tir cho khac. Va r6i ca thuc té la anh ta dang &
trong canh — 6ng dung tir gi nhi — khanh kiét? — ma anh ta sg sé dén tai
dwgng minh. Va cudi cung la y ma 6ng vira n6i day.”

“Qi troi 0i.” Téi néi, ngwdi hoi giat lui lai. “Cac tinh tiét vu 4n qua thuc
chong lai anh ta r6i.”

“Pung vay khong?” Poirot n6i. “Pay chinh la diém ma ong va téi bat
dong vdi nhau. Ba dong co, nghe c6 vé nhiéu qua. T6i lai thién vé huéng
Ralph Paton, du sao di nita, van la ngudi vo t6i.”
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CHUONG 14
BA ACKROYD

Sau cudc noéi chuyén tdéi hém do, sy viéc trong tam nhan thic cta toi da
buwdc vao mét giai doan hoan toan khac. Toan b cau chuyén nay cé thé chia
lam hai phan rd rang va riéng biét. Phan mot bat dau tir cai chét ctia 6ng
Ackroyd vao toi thit Sau kéo dai cho dén t6i thit Hai. Moi dién bién dwoc ké
ra day déu la nhitng sy viéc dién ra ngay trudc mat téi va Poirot. T6i Itic nao
cling ké vai sat canh cuing 6ng tham t&. Ong 4y chitng kién céi gi thi toi cling
chitng kién cai dé6. T6i da co gang hét sitc dé doc duge suy nghi trong dau
ong ay. Va gio day to6i mdi biét minh da that bai. Du Poirot cé cho t6i xem
tat ca nhitng bang chitng 6ng ta thu nhat dugc, vi du nhue chiéc nhan vang
chdng han, thi 6ng dy van gitt lai nhitng suy luan quan trong va ciing rat
logic trong dau ctia minh, 6ng ta san sang dwa ra nhitng ggi y va dau hiéu dé
toi 6 thé lan theo, nhung chi dirng lai ¢ do.

Nhu t6i da néi, cho dén budi t6i thit Hai, mat t6i thady nhitng gi thi mat
Poirot cling thdy titng ay. Toi la bac si Watson cua 6ng Sherlock Poirot.
Nhuwng sau ngay thi Hai, ching t6i chia tdch moéi nguwdi mot nga. Poirot ban
ron vdi cong viéc riéng ctia 6ng ay. Moi hanh tung ctia 6ng ay t6i cling c6
nam dugc, vi & King’s Abbot, du muon hay khong, thong tin ciing tw chay
dén tai ta, nhung to6i khong con la ngwdi dau tién ong ay chia sé moi chuyén
nita. Ban than t6i cling ban viéc riéng minh.

Khi nhin lai quang thoi gian nay, trong dau toi luén lién twéng dén mot
birc tranh ghép hinh. Tat cd moi nguwdi déu nam trong tay mot manh ghép
gitp lam sang t6 bi an vu an. Nhitng cau chuyén, nhitng phat hién ma ho vi
vO0 tinh hay c6 y biét dugc. Nhwng vai tro cia moi nguwdi chi dirng lai & cho
déng gop cac manh ghép ay. Con dé lap ghép ching lai mot cach hop 1y va
logic, ta lai phai nho dén biét tai lay Itrng cta Poirot.
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Mot sO tinh tiét trong do, thoat dau twdng chirng khong lién quan hoac
hoan toan v6 nghia v&i vu an, vi du nhw nghi van vé déi bot den, nhung sau
do6 ta méi bat dau kham pha ra y nghia dang sau né... Bé mo ta lai dién bién
theo dung trinh tw thoi gian, t6i sé bat dau bang s viéc ba Ackroyd mai t6i
dén gap riéng.

Ba gti 10i moi gdp riéng toi ti sang s6m ngay thit Ba, va vi 10i moi nghe
c6 vé khan thiét, nén t6i v6i va dén d6 ngay, twdng rang ba ay dang trong
con nguy kich.

Khi t6i dén noi, quy ba dang nam trén givong. Ba c6 vé mét dén mic bé
qua moi 1é nghi phép tac. Ba dwa ban tay xwong xau ra cho t6i, va chi vao
chiéc ghé dugc ké san sat givong.

“Sao thé ba Ackroyd? Ba c6 chuyén gi vay?” T6i hdi bang giong an can
hoi gia tao, ding kiéu cac bac si tham bénh thwong lam.

“T6i bi kiét sitc.” Ba Ackroyd théu thao. “Hoan toan suy kiét. Roger toi
nghiép chét la cu soc that khing khiép qua. Nguwoi ta van bao nhitng chuyén
thé nay thwong khong thé cam thay gi dugc ngay, ong cling biét day, ma
phai doi dnh hwéng vé sau nay.”

Thwong thay cho mot vi bac s nhu t6i, d6i khi bi lwvong tam nghé nghiép
ngan can ma khong thé néi thang ra nhitng gi minh nghi.

Bang khéng, t6i da tra 10i thang toet vdi ba ta la “V& van!”

Nhwng t6i kim lai duwoc, thay vao doé toi chi ggi y mét loai thude bo ba ta
nén uéng. Ba Ackroyd ra vé ngoan ngoan dong y. Cudc ndéi chuyén c6 1€ dén
day la hét. Tat nhién t6i khéng dai dén mitc tin rang minh bi 16i dén day chi
vi cti soc tit cai chét cia Ackroyd. Nhung ba Ackroyd von hoan toan khong
c6 kha nang di thang vao van dé, ma luon thich vong vo tam quoc. Toi dang
suy doan xem muc dich ctia cudc n6i chuyén nay la gi, thi ba ta da tiép tuc,
“Va do ca vu do, ngay hom qua ntta.”

bén day thi ba ay dung lai, y chitng muén t6i doan duwgc 16i minh dang
am chi.

“Vu nao co?”
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“Béc si 0i, 6ng con phai héi nita sao? Ong quén mat roi a? Cai 1do nho
con khuing khiép ngudi Phap hay Bi gi gi dy. Lao ta da 16n tiéng uy hiép tat
ca chung ta con gi. Than kinh t6i von yéu gio cang bi anh hwéng. Ngay sau
cai chét cia Roger.”

“T6i rat 1ay lam tiéc, ba Ackroyd.” T6i noéi ra chiéu thong cam.

“T6i khong hiéu lao ta c6 y gi, sao lai di to tiéng nat né ching ta nhw thé?
To6i thtra biét bon phan ctia minh chi?, t6i c6 nam mo cting khéng dam nghi
dén chuyén gidu giém cai gi. T6i da doc long ho trg canh sat hét sitc co6 thé
roi con gi.”

Ba Ackroyd dirng 101, t6i chi dap lai, “Han thé.”

Trong dau t6i da bat dau 10 md nhin ra van dé ¢ day la gi. Ba Ackroyd lai
nitc né mot trang, “Khong ai dwgc phép ndi la toi khong 1am tron bon phan.
T6i chac chan la thanh tra Raglan hoan toan hai long vd&i toi. Tai sao mét lao
kiéu cang tw phu & dau chui ra lai dam la hét, lam minh lam may? Trong cai
twdng 16 bich cta ldo ta cling that chang ra giong gi, nhin ¢ nhv may ga hé
Phap vay. Toi khong thé hiéu tai sao Flora lai mot hai doi lao ta giip do
trong vu an nay. Con bé chang héi truwdc y t6i lay mot 16i. Cit ti lam theo y
minh. Flora n6 doc lap qua mic. T6i du sao ciing la ngudi 16n trong nha, va
la me ctia né. N6 1€ ra phai dén gap t6i hoi y kién trwdc chi.”

T6i chi ngoi im lang nghe.

“Lao ta nghi gi vay? T6i muon biét lao ta nghi gi ma lai n6i nang nhuw thé?
Lao ta thyc sy nghi ngd t6i gidu giém chuyén gi sao? Lao ay... ldo dy chac
chan da co6 y budc toi t6i ngay hom qua.”

T6i nhiin vai, noi, “R0 rang la 6ng Poirot khong c6 y ay dau, ba Ackroyd
a. Chi can ba khong gidu giém diéu gi thi nhitng 16i 6ng ay no6i chac chan
khong nham vao ba.”

Ba Ackroyd van chwa thodi vong vo, “Gia nhan trong nha that qua phién
ha. Ho ban tan ra vao vGi nhau. Ro6i ct thé chuyén don ra ngoai, ma lan nao
cling vay, chuyén that ra chang c6 gi to tat ca.”

“Gia nhan dang ban tan sao? Ho noi chuyeén gi vay?” Taoi hoi.
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Ba Ackroyd ném cho t6i mot cai nhin sac 1ém, khién t6i hoi hoang mang
trong thoang chéc.

“T6i chac chan la 6ng phai biét rd nhat chi, bac si. Khong phai la 6ng lic
nao ciling di cung vGi ong Poirot sao?”

“Pung thé.”

“Vay thi 6ng nhat dinh phai biét roi. La con bé do, Ursula Bourne phai
khong nhi? Tat nhién, dang nao c6 ta cting sap nghi viéc. Co ta chac chan
muon gay chuyén pha réi hét mirc c6 thé. Bon ho lic nao cling han hoc.
Cung mot giudc vGi nhau ca théi. Gio thi néu 6ng c6 mat & do, bac si a, thi
ong chac chan sé biét chinh xac nhitng 16i c6 ta n6i. To6i lo dén mat an mat
ngu, sg may suy nghi bay ba do sé lan truyén ra ngoai. No6i cho cung thi 6ng
khong thé khai bao tat tan tat moi chi tiét cho canh sat, dung khong? Poi liuc
c6 may chuyén phai dé trong nha déng ctra bao nhau, ma ciing chang dinh
dang gi dén vu giét ngwoi d6. Nhung khi ¢o ta han hoc titc toi, thi co ta chac
chang ngai dung chuyén dau.”

T6i da tinh y dé nhan ra ngay mot méi bat an hién rd dang sau man khoc
16c titc twdi nay. Nhitng gia thuyét cia 6ng Poirot hoan toan cé co sé. Trong
sO sau ngwoi ngoi & ban an ngay hom qua, it nhat c6 ba Ackroyd dang c6
tinh che gidu diéu gi d6. Va t6i dang nam trong tay co hoi kham pha ra bi
mat do.

“Neéu t6i la ba, ba Ackroyd a, thi toi da néi thang toet hét moi chuyén r6i.”
T6i néi, khong hé né nang.

Ba ta khé kéu 1én, “Oi, bac si, sao 6ng c6 thé noéi ning thd 16 nhu vay.
Nghe c? nhv thé, nhw thé... ma t6i c6 ly do chinh dang cho moi chuyén day
chi.”

“Thé sao ba khong néi ro luon ra day luon di?” T6i goi chuyén.

Ba Ackroyd rit ra mot chiéc khan mui xoa vién dang ten, va néi nhw
khoc.

“T6i tin rang bac si c6 thé noéi rd cho 6ng Poirot, gidang giai twong tan cho
ong dy hiéu chuyén nay, 6ng biét day, vi 6ng ta dau sao ciing la ngudi nuéc
ngoai, kh6 nam bat dwgc quan diém suy nghi ctia ching ta. Va ong khong
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thé biét dugc, chang ai cé thé biét duwgce la tdi da phdi ganh chiu nhitng gi
dau. Toi da phai song trong tti nhuc thong kho su6t bao nhiéu nam qua. Poi
toi n6 la nhw vay day. T6i khong muén néi xau ngwoi da khuat, nhung sy thé
ding la nhw vay. Khoan tién thi cling khong nhé lam, nhung ma 6ng Roger
cling dau can phai tra di tinh lai nhw vay, c@ nhw thé la 6ng ay chi kiém duwoc
c6 vai tram bac 1é moéi nam vay, dy vay ma thyc ra Roger la mot trong nhitng
nguoi giau cé nhat khu nay ay chit, ay la cau Hammond hom qua néi véi toi
nhuw thé.”

Ba Ackroyd dirng 10i, chdm chdm mat bang chiéc khan vién dang ten cta
minh.

“Vang, may khoan ba dang néi dén la gi thé?” Toi co khoi goi.

“May khodan tién chét dam ay. C6 may héa don t6i chang mudn cho Roger
xem chiit nao. Cé nhitng thit dan dng khong thé hiéu dwoc ma. Ong &y chic
chan sé no6i nhitng mon ay la khong can thiét. Va tat nhién may hoa don dé
c? thé chong chat 1én, 6ng biét day, may khoan ng ct thi nhau kéo vao...”

Ba ta nhin t6i bang vé théng thiét, nhw thé dang doi t6i ndi vai 16i an ui
v&i ba ta vé cai théi quen mua sam quai dan nay.

“Pung la hay c6 kiéu day.” Toi dong tinh.

R6i giong ba ta doi ngoat, gan giong nhw dang chiri bdi, “T6i cam doan
véi ong, bac si a, toi lo dén sap suy nhugc than kinh réi. Bém dén t6i khong
thé ngu dugc. Con tim thi c¢ dap thinh thinh. R6i méi day t6i c6 nhan dugc
thw cia mot ong Scotland, ma thyc ra la hai bitrc thw 1an, déu tir cac ong
Scotland. MGt cua ong Bruce MacPherson, va thu kia la cua Colin
MacDonald. That la trung hgp ngau nhién.”

“Chéc khong dau.” T6i ngan ngam néi. “Ho dung la nhitng quy ong
Scotland that ddy, nhung t6i d6 rang vdi kiéu lam an khén 16i ay thi ho phai
6 t0 tién dong doi v6i nguwdi Do Thai.”

“Muoi bang cho mudi ngan chi tinh riéng trén ky phiéu.” Ba Ackroyd lam
bam nh¢ lai. “T6i héi am lai cho mot nguwdi trong sé ho, nhung c6 vé khé
khan.”

Ba ta lai dung lai.
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T6i suy dugce ra la cau chuyén cta ching toi dén gio mdi bat dau di vao
phan té nhi. Tran doi t6i chira thay ai dan dat vao van deé lat 1éo nhw thé nay.

“Ong ciing thay day.” Ba Ackroyd ha giong. “Gid t6i chi con biét trong
doi ca vao di chuc thoi, phai khong? Ma di nhién t6i chi mong la Roger sé
dé lai cho t6i it nhiéu thoi, chit t6i khong biét chac 1a bao nhiéu. T6i da nghi
gid ma toi dwgc nhin qua mét ban sao di chic cia 6ng ay mot céi thoi,
khong phai theo kiéu toc mach bat chinh, ma chi la dé t6i liéu com gap

»

mam.

Ba ay liéc xéo sang t6i. Tinh hinh bay gid qua thyc hét sitc nhay cam.
Ciing may la chi can 10i 1é st dung khéo 1éo mot chiit la ngwoi ta c6 thé che
day dugc cai xau xi cta sy that tran trui kia. Ba Ackroyd n6i nhanh, “T6i chi
dam noi chuyén nay v6i minh ong thoi, bac si Sheppard than yéu a. Toi tin
la 6ng sé khong nghi oan cho t6i, va sé trinh bay van dé nay dé ong Poirot
kia hiéu cho diung. Hom d6 la chiéu thit Sau...”

Ba ta dot nhién dirng lai, miéng ngap ngirng.

“Vang? Vao chiéu hom thit Sdu. Ro6i sao nita?” To6i lap lai, giong day
khich Ié.

“Tat cd moi nguwoi déu da ra ngoai, hay ding hon la t6i twdng moi nguoi
da ra ngoai. Roi t6i vao phong lam viéc cia Roger - t6i vao dé la c6 ly do
chinh dang - y t6i 1a, chang c6 gi vung trém lén lGt ca. Roi khi t6i nhin thay
may chong gidy to xép trén ban, ty nhién trong dau t6i 16e ra mot y: ‘Khong
biét Roger c6 dé ban di chic trong ngan kéo nao dé dudi ban hay khong
nhi?’ Ban tinh t6i von hay boc dong tir bé, nghi sao la 1am vay luon, hoan
toan ngdu nhién chit khong hé suy tinh truéc gi ca. Ong 4y ciing bat can bo
quén chum chia khéa ngay 6 khéa ngan kéo trén ctung.”

“T6i hiéu r6i.” T6i nbi vé thau hiéu. “Vay la ba da luc tim & ban. Ba c6
tim dugc ban di chic khong?”

Ba Ackroyd lai kéu len khe khé, t6i nhan ra ngay la minh vtra 16 1061.

“Ong né6i nghe méi khiing khiép 1am sao. Nhung sy tinh that sy khong
dén mitc nhu thé.”
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“Tat nhién la khong r6i.” T6i voi do danh. “L6i tai t6i an néi bat can,
mong ba bo qua cho.”

“T4t nhién roi, dan 6ng cac ong hay an néi vung vé. Néu ma & vi tri clia
ong Roger nha t0i, t6i sé chang ngai tiét 16 nhitng diéu khoan trong chtic thw
cta minh. Nhung dan 6ng that thich gi bi mat, khién nguwoi khac danh phai
dung dén may manh khée nho nho dé phong vé chinh dang.”

“Va két qua cua nhitng manh khée ay la gi vay?” T6i hoi.

“DPay, t6i dang dinh néi v6i ong day. Khi to6i méi tim dén ngan kéo dwdi
cung thi Bourne budc vao. That la khé xi qua. Di nhién t6i phai dong ngan
kéo lai ngay va dirng lén, roi toi v6i chi cho 6 ta chil y may vét bui trén mat
ban. Nhung t6i khong thich cai cach c6 ta nhin toi chit nao, du ct chi thi co6
vé van kinh can day, nhung anh mat c6 ta thi r6 1a hiém doc. Kiéu nhw khinh
miét vay, ong hiéu y to6i chi? Téi tredc nay von khong thich co ta. Du cb ta
phuc vu ciing t6t, n6i nang 1é phép, cling ‘Thwa ba’ day du, va khong chong
doi khi phai doi nén va deo tap dé (ma toi cam doan véi 6ng la dam gia nhan
bay gio rat hay cai lai nhitng yéu cau nhu thé), va co ta cling ra vé biét y,
khong ngai dap lai ngay vd&i khach 1la ‘Khong c6 nha’ néu c6 ta phai ra mé
ctra thay cho Parker, va co ta cling khong c6 kiéu nudt nwdc bot trng wc
trong hong nhw may ngwdi hau ban khac méi khi phuc vu ban an... Dé toi
xem nao, toi n6i dén dau roi nhi?”

“Ba dang noi la bat chap nhiéu dic tinh t6t dep, ba van khong thich
Bourne.”

“Qua tinh la nhv vay. Co ta c6 vé... ky cuc, co cai gi do hoi khac vdi
nhitng gia nhan con lai. Kiéu hiéu biét qua mitc can thiét, theo danh gia cta
toi la vay. Thoi nay ai cling thich lam ra vé thanh cao dai cac, ong khong thé
néi chac ai m@i la mét quy co6 thue thy, ai khong phai.”

“Va chuyeén gi xay ra sau do?” Toi hoi.

“Chang c6 gi ca. Cubi cung Roger budc vao. Lic do toi twédng ong ay da
ra ngoai di dao r6i. Va ong dy hoi: “Tat ca chuyén nay la sao?’ va toi dap:
‘Chang c6 gi. Toi chi vao dé 1dy chai rwgu punch.” Thé 1a t6i cam chai
punch va di ra ngoai. Bourne thi van & lai trong phong. T6i nghe c6 ta xin
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phép Roger may phut dé n6i chuyén. Toi di thang 1én phong nam. Toi thay
btrc boi trong nguwoi lam.”

Ro6i lai im lang mot lic.

“Ong sé& giai thich cho 6ng Poirot ma, phai khong? Ty 6ng ciing c6 thé
thay la toan bo chuyén nay chang c6 gi to tat. Nhwng ma di nhién, khi 6ng ta
nang 10i chuyén che gidu théng tin thi to6i nghi ngay dén viéc nay. Con bé
Bourne do6 han da dung 1én cd mét cau chuyén ly ky vé viéc nay, nhung 6ng
c6 thé giai thich v6i 6ng dy ma, phai khong?”

“Chuyén chi thé thoi sao?” T6i ndi. “Ba da ké toi nghe hét moi thit roi a?”

“Va-ang.” Ba Ackroyd ngdp ngirng dap, roi noi thém, vé kién quyét hon:
“0 vang, co vay thoi.”

Nhwng t6i da kip dé y vé thoang lwong ly trong 10i néi cua ba ta ban dau,
va suy ngay dwoc rang ba Ackroyd van con chuyén chwa néi ra. Bong dung,
trong gidy phut dau 6c toi trd nén nhanh tri xuat than, t6i héi ngay ba mot
cau, “Ba Ackroyd, c6 phai chinh ba la ngwoi mé nap chiéc ta bac khong?”

Va lap tic, t6i c6 ngay dap an. Gwong mat ba Ackroyd dé 1én vi tdi 16i ma
16p phan son kia khong tai nao che noi.

“Lam sao ong biét?” Ba ta thi tham.

“Vay dung la ba?”

“Pung... t6i... ong thay ddy... c6 mot hai moéon do bang bac c6, rat la va
hay ho. T6i c6 nghién cttu d6i chut vé cht dé nay. Hom lau toi bat gdp mot
tam hinh minh hoa vé mén d6 nho nhé duwgc ban véi cai gia khong 16 & ctra
hang Christy’s. Nhin né y hét nhw mén dé dwoc trung trong ta bac. Toi chot
ndy ra y nghi hay la khi nao minh 1én London sé mang no theo... va... va
héi xem n6 dang gia bao nhiéu. Va néu ding la moén do c6 gia tri that, thi sé
dem khoe cho 6ng Roger, 6ng dy sé ngac nhién va mirng vui biét chirng
nao.”

T6i co gang kiém ché khong bubng 10i trach moéc nao, coi nhw chap nhan
cau chuyén cua ba Ackroyd theo dung 10i ba ta ké. Toi tham chi con suyt héi
thang tai sao ba ta lai can phai 1ay thit minh muén bang hanh tung lén lut
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kha nghi nhuw vay. Nhung thay vao do, toi lai hdi, “Tai sao ba lai dé nap ta
md&? Ba quén mat a?”

“Luc dé toi hodng qua. Toi nghe c6 tiéng buwdc chan dang dén & doc ngoai
san hién nén voi ra khoi phong ngay. T6i vira dat chan lén trén lau thi Parker
ra m& ctta chinh cho 6ng vao.”

“D6 chac han 1a c6 Russell r6i.” To6i suy ngam. Ba Ackroyd mdi tiét 10
cho t6i mot tinh tiét cuc ky thi vi. Y do cta ba ta v6i mén do bac cta
Ackroyd cé trong sang hay khong thi t6i khong biét, ma cling khong quan
tam. Diéu t6i chui y nhat chinh 1a chi tiét c6 Russell chdc chan da vao phong
ti€p khach bang 16i ctra so, va téi da khong lam khi doan c6 bi hut hoi vi méi
phai chay. C6 ta da & dau dugc nhi? Va trong dau chgt hién ra hinh anh can
nha héng mat cung manh vai lanh. Bong to6i thot 1én bat thinh linh, “T6i
khong biét c6 Russell c6 bao gid ho vai khan mui xoa ctia c6 4y khong nhi!”

Ba Ackroyd giat ndy nguwdi vé phia sau lam t6i nhé ra minh dang & dau.
Toi voi dirng day.

“Ong nghi c6 thé giai thich rd rang véi 6ng Poirot khong?” Ba ta lo ling
héi.

«“0, tat nhién roi. Chic chin 1a duogc.”

Sau mot hoi mac ket gitta mot trang ly do 1y trdu bao bién cho hanh tung
cta ba Ackroyd, cudi cung toi cling tim cach thoat than.

Bourne lic nay dang & trong sanh, va dich than giip t6i 1ay do khoac. Lan
nay toi c6 dip quan sat c6 & khoang cach gan hon treéc. RO rang la co ay
vira mGi khoc xong. Toi ben hoi, “Sao c6 lai khai v&i chung to6i la ong
Ackroyd triéu c6 dén phong lam viéc hom th Sau? Gi¢ to6i nghe duoc la
chinh ¢6 méi la nguwdi xin phép duwgc néi chuyén riéng véi ong ay?”

Trong mot thoang, ¢6 ta cup mat xudng treedc anh nhin cta toi.

“T6i c6 tinh muén xin nghi du c6 chuyén gi di nita.” Bourne giong run
run.

Toi khong noi thém gi nita. Co6 hau ban ra mé ctta cho to6i. Ngay khi t6i
chuan bi buwdc ra khoi ctra, c6 chot cat tiéng, giong li nhi, “Xin 16i ngai, da
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c6 bat ctt tin titc gi vé Dai tly Paton chwa?”

To6i lac dau, nhin c6 gai do xét, nhung Bourne chi néi, “Anh ay phai quay
vé. DBung thé... ding la anh ay phai quay vé.”

Co nhin t6i v&i &nh mat cau khan, “Khong ai biét anh ay ¢ dau sao?”

“Co c6 biét khong?” Toi hoi lai.

Bourne lac dau, “Khong, thuc tinh la khong. Nhung ai d6 néu da la ban be
cta Paton thi phai néi v6i anh &y mét diéu: anh dy phai quay ve.”

T6i cO tinh nan na thém chit nita, doan ching c6 cé thé sé noi thém gi
chang. Nhung ciu hoi tiép theo cia Bourne khién t6i hét sitc ngac nhién,
“Ong nghi 4n mang xay ra khoang may gio? Khoang gin mudi gio?”

“Chung toi tin la vay. Tam ti* mwoi gio kém muoi lam dén muoi gio.” Toi
dap.

“Khong sém hon sao? Khong thé la tredc mwoi gio kém mudi lam duoc
sao?”

T6i nhin c6 cham chud. R6 rang co ta dang mong ngong cau tra 1oi co.

“Chuyén do la khong thé. C6 Ackroyd van gdp bac c6 ay con song lic
muoi gio kém muoi lam.” Toi noi.

Co0 quay di, ca than hinh nhw rii xuéng.

“M0t co gai dep.” Toi lam bam mot minh khi bwdc ra. “Mot co gai tuyét
dep.”

Caroline & nha. Poirot c6 ghé qua lic ndy, va chi t6i khong giau ndi vé
hao hitng va ca hé trong vé cudc tham viéng.

“T6i dang gitp 6ng ay gidi quyét vu an.” Chi ay giai thich.

T6i cam thay trong long khong dugc thodi mai lam. Ban than Caroline
ngay thuwong théi da da kinh khung lam r6i. Gio lai ¢6 nguwoi khuyén khich
ban tinh soi mo6i cta chi ay nita thi khong hiéu chi t6i sé thanh ngudi thé
nao?

“Thé la chi dinh di lung suc khap dau lang cu6i x6m dé tim c6 gai bi an
cta Ralph Paton sao?” T6i ngan ngam hai.

“Chuyén do6 chang can ai nho t6i cling c6 thé ty lam.”
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Caroline dap. “Khong, day la viéc hé trong 6éng Poirot muon to6i tim hiéu
giup ong ay.”

“Viéc gi thé?”

“Ong ay muén biét doi bét cia Ralph Paton mau den hay mau nau.”
Caroline noi, lam vé nghiém trong ghé gém.

Toi nhin chi kho6 hiéu, chgt nhan ra minh da ngu ngdc dén mic kho tin
khi khong hé c6 bat cit y niém gi vé may doi bot do. Gid t6i van khong thé
hiéu dwgc muc dich cua chi tiét ay la gi.

“Giay d6 mau nau. Em tirng nhin thay ching.” T6i khang dinh.

“Khong phai giay, James a, ma 1a bét. Ong Poirot muén biét ddi bt Ralph
mang & khach san c6 mau nau hay den. Chi tiét nay quyét dinh nhiéu thi
lam day.”

Ai muon goi toi la dé mit dac cling dugc, nhwng qua tinh t6i khong hiéu.

“Thé gio chi dinh 1am sao dé tim ra?” T6i héi.

Caroline néi chuyén d6 chang khé gi. Ban than nhat ctia co6 gitp viéc
Annie nha ching toi, tén la Clara, cling la hau gai cua c6 Gannett. Va Clara
sé mang do6i bot @ Heo rirng ra. Toan bd viéc nay v6 cung don gian, va vdi
sy trg giup cua cong tac vien nhiét thanh la c6 Gannett, Clara lap titc dugc
cho nghi phép va van dé nhanh chéng dwgc giai quyét gon le.

DPén trrra, ching toi dang ng6i dung bira thi Caroline tiép tuc dem chua dé
nay ra binh luan, c6 gang ra vé lanh dam, “Vé vu déi bot cua Ralph Paton.”

“Sao, doi bot lam sao?” T6i cham rai noi.

“Ong Poirot tin ring chiing hin 1a mau nau. Nhung 6ng iy da 1am. Dai
b6t d6 mau den.”

Caroline gat gat dau thoa man. RO rang chi dy cdm thdy minh da thang
Poirot mot van.

To6i khong tra 10i, c6 gang van 6c suy nghi xem mau sac doi giay cda
Ralph Paton thi lam dwoc tro trong gi trong vu an nay.
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CHUONG 15
GREOFFREY RAYMOND

Ciing ngay ngay hom day, toi tiép tuc dugc chitng kién thanh qua th hai twr
chién thuat cua Poirot. Pon tam ly cia 6ng dy la mot manh khée hét sitc tinh
vi va hiéu nghiém, han la do 6ng ta am hiéu va nam bat rat r0 vé ban chat
con nguwaoi. Co tat giat minh, chinh cam giac lo sg pha lan tgi 16i da budc ba
Ackroyd phai thi nhan sy that. Va ba ta mdi chi 1a nguwdi dau tién chiu dau
hang ma thoi.

Bubi chiéu hom do, vira tré vé nha sau chuyén tham kham bénh nhan cua
minh, t6i da dwgc Caroline thong bao rang Geoffrey Raymond vira méi &
day ve.

“Cau ay mudn dén gap em sao?” T6i thac mac, tay treo 4o khoac ngoai
sanh.

Caroline dirng ngay canh t6i, hao hitng khoe, “Cau ay muén gdp ong
Poirot, méi ti* bén nha 6ng ay qua day vi ong ay di vang. Cau Raymond
doan la ong Poirot c6 thé dang ¢ bén nay, hodc c6 thé cau biét ong dy dang &
dau chang.”

“Lam sao ma em biét duwgc?”

“T6i da co gitt chan cau ay lai chd ciu, nhung cau ta néi sé quay lai nha
Poirot trong ntta tiéng nita, ro6i di xudng lang roi. Tiéc qua, cau ay vwa di
khoi chi chirng mot phuit thi 6ng Poirot vé day.”

“Vé nha minh sao?”

“Khong, vé nha 6ng ay chi.”

“Lam sao chi biét dugc?”

“Ctra s6 bén hong nha.” Caroline tra 16i ngan gon.

Toi twong chuyeén chi c6 vay, nhung Caroline lai khong cho la vay.

“Cau khong qua do6 sao?”
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“Qua dau co?”

“Qua nha ong Poirot chir con dau nira.”

“Qi chi Caroline ctia em, em sang d6 lam gi?” Tdi ngan ngdm noi.

“Cau Raymond cé vé rat néng long mudn gap 6ng ay. Cau chac ciing
muon nghe xem dé6 la chuyén gi chit.”

Toi nhuwdn may, lanh nhat tra 10i, “To mo khong phai la bénh ctia em. Em
c6 thé song thanh thoi ma khéng can biét chinh xac hang xém ctia em dang
lam gi hay nghi gi. ”

“V§& va v@ van.” Chi t6i n6i. “Trong bung cau chac chan ciing dang con
cao muon biét nhw toi thoi, James a. Chang qua la cau khong dam noi that
long minh. Cau ltic nao cling phai lam bo lam tich.”

“That sao, Caroline?” Toi noi, rut vao phong kham. Mudoi phut sau
Caroline go ctta va budc vao, tay cam cai gi d6 giong nhw mot lo miit. Chi
néi, “James a, t6i mudn phién cdu dem lo mit son tra nay qua nha ong
Poirot dugc khong? Toi da 1& hita sé biéu 6ng dy mot lo roi. Ong ay chua
bao gio dugc an tht mit son tra nha lam bao gio ca.”

“Sao Annie khong di?” T6i lanh lung hai.

“Con bé dang ban va do6. Sai n6 khong tién.”

Caroline va t6i nhin nhau, cudi cung t6i dau hang, ditng day va noi, “Thoi
duwgc roi. Nhung em ma dem cai thit chét tiét nay sang bén do thi em sé chi
dé & bac ctra thoi day nhé. Chi hiéu khong?”

Chi t6i nhuwén may, néi, “Tat nhién réi. Co6 ai bdo cau phai lam gi nita
dau?” Lan nay coi nhw Caroline thang. Pén khi t6i m@& ctra chuan bi buéc ra,
chi to6i mdi néi véi theo, “Néu cau c6 tinh co gap 6ng Poirot, thi cau c& néi
cho 6ng ay biét vu doi bot nhé.”

Pon tan cong cudi cung nay da danh tring tim den cuda toi. Toi dang rat
hiéu ky mudn biét bi an dang sau doi bot dé la gi. Khi ba giip viéc d6i non
Breton ra m@ ctta cho t6i, khong hiéu sao miéng to6i lai tw dong héi ong
Poirot c6 nha hay khong.

Thay t6i, Poirot suyt chit nita la nhay cang lén, diéu bo v6 cung ho hai.
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“Ngoi di ban hién. Ngoi chiéc ghé 16n nay nhé? Hay chiéc nho nay vay?
Phong c6 nong qua khong?”

Thu thyce 1a t6i thdy né hoi ng6t ngat, nhung van lich sw néi khong sao.
Cac ctra s6 déu dong, va lra trong 10 thi chdy ngun ngut. Poirot nhan xét,
“Nguoi Anh cac vi bi nghién khong khi thoang mat. Khong khi trong lanh
thi & ngoai troi c6 san roi day thoi. Sao lai con dem vao trong nha lam gi?
Nhung thdi ta khong néi ba cai chuyén tam phao d6 nita. Ong c6 gi cho tdi,
phai khéng?”

“C0, 0 hai thtr. Mot la... cai nay... chi toi gui.” Toi noi, tay duwa ra lg
mirt son tra.

“Quy _c6 Caroline méi t¥ té€ 1am sao. Ba dy c6 nh@ 16i hita. Thé con diéu
thi hai?”

“Thong tin cho 6ng, hay dai dé thé.”

Tai ké lai cho 6ng ta cudc néi chuyén véi ba Ackroyd. Ong ta cham chu
lang nghe, nhung c6 vé khong dwge hitng thi lam. Sau cung Ong ta tram
ngam noi, “N6 lam sang t6 dugc tinh hinh Iic d6. Va dwa vao dé ta cé thé
chitng thuc 151 khai ciia ¢6 quan gia. Ong c¢6 nhé khong, cd dy néi nhin thay
nap ta bac mé va da dong no lai khi di ngang qua.”

“Thé con 10i khai cua c6 Russell rang c6 ay vao phong tiép khach dé kiém
tra hoa c6 twoi khong thi sao?”

“A! Ngay tir dau ching ta dau c6 tin 10i nguy bién dé ma, c6 phai khong
ban hién? Hién nhién dé chi la cai c& c6 ta bia ra trong lic voi va dé giai
thich cho sy hién dién cia minh ma thoi. DBiéu nay qua rd ro6i, 1€ ra 6ng
khong can hdi lai méi phéi. T6i da nghi dén kha nang thai do lo au cua co ta
c6 thé la do c6 dy c6 y do6 lay cai gi dé & trong chiéc td bac, nhung gio toi
nghi ching ta phai tim nguyén nhan khac thoi.”

“Vang. Co ta da ra ngoai gdp ai va vi sao?” Toi noi.

“Ong cho 1a cb ta ra ngoai gap ai d6 sao?”

“Toi nghi vay.”

Poirot gat dau, tra 16i véi vé tu 1w, “T6i cling vay.”
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Hai ching t6i lai im lang mot ldc. Sau cung t6i pha tan bau khong khi,
“Ma nhan tién, chi t6i c6 10i nhan mudn t6i chuyén cho 6ng. Poi bot cia
Ralph Paton mau den, khong phai mau nau.”

T6i vira n6i vira tham do phén &ng cia 6ng ta. Mot thoang boi r6i hién 1én
trén guwong mat Poirot, nhung r6i tiéu tan gan nhuw ngay lap tic.

“Ba ay hoan toan chac chan do6 doi bot khong phai mau nau sao?”

“Hoan toan chac chan.”

“A!” Poirot kéu 1én, vé tiéc ré. “Thé thi tiéc qua.”

Hinh nhv 6ng ta hoi tiu nghiu.

Roi khong giai thich gi thém, Poirot 1ap titc chuyén chu dé khac, “Co
quan gia Russell sang thit Sdu c6 sang cho 6ng kham bénh, thé nay c6 hoi
bat lich su, nhung cho t6i man phép hoi ndi dung cau chuyén gitta hai nguoi
la gi dugc khong, y toi 1a ngoai chuyén thudc thang dau 6m ay?”

“Khong sao dau.” Toi noi. “Sau khi trao doi vé bénh tinh, ching t6i c6 noi
thém may chuyén ngoai 1é vé cac loai thudc doc, va kha nang phat hién ra
chiung kho hay dé, con ca cha dé dung thudc phién va nguwdi mac nghién
nira.”

“Co6 dac biét nhan manh dén cocaine nita ding khong?” Poirot haéi.

“Sao o6ng biét?” T6i héi lai, hoi ngac nhién.

DE tra 1oi t6i, 6ng ban bé nho ditng 1én va dén thang choé chong bao, rit ra
mot t0 Daily Budget, ra hom thit Sau ngay 16 thang Chin, va chi cho t6i mot
bai bao vé viéc budn 1au cocaine. Bai viét d6 c6 vé kha ghé rgn, véi cach mo
ta co tinh phong dai dé cau khach.

“Chinh bai viét nay da tiém nhiém cocaine vao dau c6 ay day, ban hién a.”
Poirot nai.

Van chwa hiéu y 6ng ay lam, t6i toan héi thém thi ngay Iic dé canh cira
mé va gia nhan bao cé Geoffrey Raymond dén xin gap.

Cau ta budc vao, chao ca hai ching t6i, phong théi van twoi vui va ty tin
nhu moi khi, “Ong thé ndo, bac si? 6ng Poirot, trong c6 mdt budi sang thdi
ma toi da dén day lan thit hai roi day. T6i rat mong gap duwoc o6ng.”
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“Co lé t0i nén cao lui.” Toi dp ing lén tiéng.

“Khong phién t6i dau, bac si a. Khong hé, chi cé chit chuyén nho thoi
ma.” Anh ta tiép tuc vira noéi, vira ngoi xuong sau khi Poirot dwa tay ra hiéu
moi ngbi. “Toi dén day vi c6 mot chuyén muon dwoc giadi bay.”

“That sao?” Poirot dap, lich sy to vé hitng tha lang nghe. “0, chuyén
chang c6 gi dau, that ddy. Nhung ding ra ma noi, lwong tam toi ¢t bit rit
suét tir chidu qua t6i gid. Ong da budc toi chiing toi gidu giém diéu gi do,
ong Poirot a. T6i xin nhan t6i. Qua dung la t6i c6 diéu dang che giau.”

“Va do la gi vay, thua anh Raymond?”

“Nhu t6i c6 no6i day, chuyén chang co6 gi to tat, chi la thé nay. Toi dang
mac ng, ng ngap dau, va khoan thira ké tirt 6ng Ackroyd la cttu canh xuat
hién ding ldc. Nam tram bang d6 da citu téi mot ban thua trong thay, va toi
con dé du dugc ra mot khoan nira.”

Raymond nhin chiing t6i, nu cudi twoi réi toat 1én vé chan that dé thwong,
trong anh ta that sy rat dang mén.

“Ong hiéu chuyén nay thé nao ma. MAy tay canh sat da nghi nhw Tao
Théo... t6i khong thich tha nhan véGi ho la téi dang bi tién... 16 ho lai nghi
ngo lung tung. Nhung toi ding la ngu qua di mat. T6i da & cung Blunt trong
phong bi da sudt tir chin gid bon lam dén mudi gio, nén téi ¢ bang chitng
ngoai pham ro rang, t6i khong viéc gi phdi sg. Nhung ma du sao, ong cling
da 16n tiéng chuyén che gidu gi gi do, nén toi thidy lwong tam can rit ghé
gom, roi toi nghi tot nhat la ¢ trit hét ra cho khoi mét dau.”

Anh ta ditng 1én lan nita, nhin chiing t6i cudi toe toét. Poirot nhin anh ta,
dau gat gat tan thanh, “Anh lam vay la khon ngoan day. Anh ciing biét day,
khi nhan ra moi nguwdi dang cé chuyén mudn giau giém toi, toi da ngo rang
d6 han chang phai la chuyén tot dep gi. Anh da lwa chon ding dan roi.”

“That mirng vi toi da c6 thé lam sang t6 dwgc moi nghi ngd.” Raymond
vlfa croi vira noi. “Gio toi xin cao lui.”

Canh ctra vira dong sau lung cau thw ky tré, toi quay sang, nhan xét, “Vay
chuyén chi c6 thé.”
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“Pung vay.” Poirot dong tinh. “Chi la chuyén nhé nhat, nhung néu 1& anh
ta khong cé trong phong bi da thi sao... ai ma biét duwgc? N6i cho cung thi
tredc nay da co rat nhiéu toi ac gdy ra chi vi nhitng dong co tri gia con it hon
cd nam tram bang, van dé hoan toan tuy thudc vao hoan canh va gigi han
chiu dung ctia moi nguwoi. Tat ca chi mang tinh twong do6i thoi, c6 phai
khong? Ban hién, tong két lai, 6ng c6 dé y thay rat nhiéu nguoi trong nha
dwgc hwong lgi tir cai chét cia Ackroyd hay khong? Ba Ackroyd, cd Flora,
cau Raymond, c6 quan gia Russell. Chi c6 duy nhat mét ngudi trén thyc té
khong nhan dugc gi, do la Thiéu ta Blunt.”

Am diéu nhan manh khéc thuong ctia 6ng ta khi nhic dén cai tén do6 khién
toi kho hiéu. T6i ngang 1én, néi, “T6i khong hiéu y 6ng.”

“Hai trong s6 nhitng ngudi bi toi de doa da khai sy that véi t6i.”

“Ong cho rang Thiéu t4 Blunt ciing dang che giau diéu gi d6 sao?”

Poirot ho hitng nhan xét, “N6i dén chuyén nay, hinh nhw nguwdi ta cé cau
rang dan 6ng Anh chi che gidu duy nhat mot diéu - tinh cAm cua ho, phai
khong nhi? Va phai néi rang Thiéu ta Blunt lai la ngudi khong thue sy gioi
che giau.”

“P6i khi ngam lai, t6i thay hinh nhw chiing ta da hoi voi va khi két luan
mot chuyeén.”

“Chuyeén gi vay?”

“Chung ta da tin rang ngwoi tong tién ba Ferrars va ké giét 6ng Ackroyd
nhat dinh phai 1a mot ngudi. Biét dau ching ta sai thi sao?”

Poirot gat dau lia lia.

“Rat tot. Thuc sy rat t6t. Toi da tw hoi khong biét ong co6 nghi dén no
khong. Tat nhién diéu do6 c6 thé xdy ra. Nhung ching ta phai nhé mot diéu.
Biic thu da bién mat. Dau vay, nhw 6ng méi néi day, diéu do khong c6 nghia
nguoi ldy di birc thw nhat dinh phai la hung tha. Khi 6ng phat hién ra xac
chét, Parker c6 thé da 1én lay birc thu Iic 6ng khong chu y.”

“Parker sao?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Pung thé, la Parker. T6i suy di doan lai van quay vé Parker - khong phai
véi vai tro ké giét ngudi - khong dau, han ta khong xudng tay giét ong chu;
nhung con ai c6 diéu kién thudn lgi hon ga quan gia nay dé khung bo ba
Ferrars day? Han ta c6 thé da nghe ngéng dugc thong tin vé cai chét ctia 6ng
Ferrars tir mot trong nhitng gia nhan & tw dinh King’s Paddock ctia ba dy. Du
sao di nita, Parker van c6 kha nang lam diéu d6 hon la mot vi khach vang lai
nhv Blunt chang han.”

“Parker c6 thé da ldy birc thw. Lic d6 toi phai mat mot ldc mai dé y 1a né
da bién mat.” To6i thtra nhan.

“Mot lic do la bao lau? Trudc hay sau khi Blunt va Raymond vao
phong?”

“T6i khong thé nhd dwgce.” Téi cham rai noéi. “To6i nghi hinh nhw 1a tredc
dé - a khong, sau do6. Bung ro6i, t6i gan nhw chac chan la sau dé.”

“Pham vi nghi vdn m& rong 1én ba nguwdi.” Poirot tram tw. “Nhung Parker
van la ngwoi cé kha nang nhat. Trong dau t6i gid dinh lam mot bai kiém tra
nho nho véi Parker. Sao, ban hién, 6ng c6 muon di cung t6i dén Fernly
khong?” T6i dong y va chiing t6i 1ap tirc 1én duwong.

Poirot xin gdap c¢6 Ackroyd, va Flora nhanh chéng ra dén tiép ching t6i
ngay sau dé. Poirot mé 10i trwdc, “Thua cd Flora, toi xin dugc tiét 10 véi co
mot bi mat nho nho. T6i van chwra hoan toan bi thuyét phuc la Parker vo toi.
Neén t6i xin dé xuat lam mot bai kiém tra nhd, mong dwgc c6 ho trg doi chuit.
T6i muon dung lai hién trweong mot s6 hanh dong cua ong ta t6i hom do.
Nhung gid ching ta can nghi ra diéu gi d6 dé néi vé6i ong ta... A! Toi cé day
roi. T6i sé vO0 muon kiém tra xem liéu tir phia ngoai thém cé nghe dugc
tiéng néi trong khu hanh lang nhé hay khong. Gig, néu khéng phién, xin cac
vi rung chuong goi Parker 1én.”

T6i lam theo va 6ng quan gia xudt hién titc thi, ra vé trinh trong nhw
thuong 1€, “Ngai rung chudng goi toi, thia ngai?”

“Pung vay, anh ban Parker tuyét voi cua toi. Gio toi dinh lam mot thi
nghiém nho nhé. To6i da bo tri Thiéu ta Blunt ditng san phia bén ngoai cira
s0 phong lam viéc. Toi mudn thr xem liéu c6 kha nang ai dé6 nghe dugc
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giong co Flora va caa chinh anh ¢ trong hanh lang hom do hay khong. Toi
can ching ta dién lai canh d6 mot chat. C6 1€ anh nén dem 1én chiéc khay
hay vat dung nao d6 ma anh bung ltic ay c6 dugc khong?”

Parker bién mat, va ching t6i di chuyén dén khu hanh lang ngoai phong
lam viéc. Ngay luc d6 ching téi nghe thay tiéng thuy tinh va vao nhau “tinh
tinh” vong tr sdnh ngoai, va Parker xudt hién tré lai & ngay cita, tay bung
mot chiéc khay dwng mot chai x6 da, mot chai whisky c6 thon va hai chiéc
ly trén do.

“Xin cho mot phut.” Poirot ho 16n, gio tay lén, t6 vé nghiém trong.
“Chung ta phai sap xép moi thit theo ding trinh ty. Bting nhw sy viéc dién ra
lic d6. Bay la phwong phép riéng t6i van hay dung.”

“MOot nghi thire that ky la, thwa ngai.” Parker noi. “Ho goi la dung lai hien
treong vu an phai khong nhi?”

Ong ta c6 vé kha diém tinh, ditng yén & ngoai, lich sy doi 1énh ctia Poirot.

“A! Anh ta cling biét nhiéu thit day, Parker tuyét voi cua t6i.” Poirot noi
16n. “Han la c6 doc qua nhitng truyén pha an roi. Gi¢ thi, cAm phién anh,
ching ta hdy cung bé tri moi tht theo ding vi tri nao. Anh budc tir sénh vao
— nhu thé. Quy c6 dang — ¢ dau nhi?”

“0 day.” Flora néi, budc ra ditng ngay ngudng ctra phong lam viéc.

“DPung thé, thwa ngai.” Parker xac nhan.

“T'6i mdi dong ctra lai.” Flora tiép tuc.

“Vang, thwa c6.” Parker dong tinh. “Tay c0 van dat trén tay cam nhw bay
gio.”

“Vay thi trién khai. Bat dau dién.” Poirot noi.

Flora ditng d6 véGi ban tay van dat trén tay cam ctra, va Parker bang qua
canh ctta & ngoai sanh di vao, tay bé chiéc khay.

Ong quan gia ditng lai ngay truéc cira phong. Flora néi: “O! Parker. Ong
Ackroyd dém nay khong mudn bi quay ray thém nita.”

“Co dung khong nhi?” Co nho giong hoi lai.
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Parker dap. “Theo tri nhé cua toi la vay, thwa co Flora, nhung toi khong
nham thi c6 dung ti* ‘t6i’ chit khong phai la ‘dém’.” Ro6i O0ng ta 16n giong,
am diéu hoi kich.

“Vang, thwa c6. Vay toi c6 nén khéa ctra nhw moi khi khong?”

“Vang, lam on.”

Parker rat vé phia ctta noi sang sanh, Flora theo chan va bat dau leo lén
cau thang chinh.

“Nhu vay da dugc chwa?” Co hai 16n qua vai.

“That tuyét voi.” Vi tham t ho 1én, tay xoa xoa vé hai long. “Ma nhan
tién, Parker, anh c6 chac la trén khay t6i hom do6 c6 hai chiéc ly hay khong?
Ly thi hai dé cho ai vay?”

“To6i luén bung 1én hai ly, thwa ngai.” Parker dap. “Liéu ngai con can
them gi nita khong?”

“Vay la dugc ro6i. Cam on anh.”

Parker rut lui, diéu bg van trinh trong dén phit cudi.

Poirot ditng & gitta sdnh, mdt may cau c6. Flora buéc xudng ditng cung
chung toi.

“Thi nghiém cta ong thanh cong r6i chit? T6i khong hiéu cho lam, 6ng
biét ddy...”

Poirot mim cuwdi nhin c6, vé do lwgng, “Co cling khong can phai hiéu dau.
Nhung noéi téi hay, c6 phéi dang la t6i hom dé trén khay cta Parker c6 hai
chiéc ly khong?”

Flora chau may suy nghi mot lic, cudi cung co6 noéi: “Toi khong thé nhd
ra. Chac la vay. D6 c6 phai la muc dich cua bai kiém tra nay khong?”

Poirot cam lay ban tay co, vo nhe va néi, “Co ct hiéu thé nay di: t6i luon
muon kiém chitng xem moi ngwdi cé noi s that hay khong.”

“Vay Parker co6 noi that khong?”

“T6i thién vé cau tra 10i c6.” Poirot suy tu.

Vai phut sau hai chiing t6i buéc chan trd vé phia lang. T6i t0 mo héi,
“Luc ndy ong hoi vé may chiéc ly la cé y gi vay?”
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Poirot nhun vai, “Phai vo héi cai gi do,” ong ta nhan dinh. “Cau hoi do
cling gitip hé 16 ra nhiéu diéu nhw nhitng cau khac vay.” Toi nhin 6ng ta khé
hiéu, vi tham t* noéi ti€p, vé mat nghiém trong, “Du sao di nita, gio toi da
biét dwgc diéu minh mudn biét, ban hién a. Ching ta cit tam dé do di.”
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CHUONG 16
MOT BUOI TOI O TIEC MAT CHUOQOC

T6i hém do6 ching t6i c6 mot bita tiéc choi mat chwge nho nho. Tro giai tri
nay tuy don gidn nhung rat dugc wa chudong & King’s Abbot. Khach khita
san sang doi mwa doi swong, di giay cao su va mac ao chéng tham dén choi
sau bira t0i. Ho duwgc mai dung ca phé va sau dé la banh, sandwich va tra.

Riéng t0i nay, khach ctia ching t6i gom c6 ba c6 Gannett va vi Dai ta
Carter song gan nha tho. Nhitng budi t6i nhw thé nay thuong la dip ly twéng
dé moi ngwdi ban tan rom ra hang ta cac cau chuyén ngoi 1é doi mach, va
khong it 1an vi mai néi chuyén ma ngwoi ta tham chi con quén ca choi bai.
Co thoi chung toi choi bai bridge, hay dung hon, phéi goi la bai bridge tan
gau. Nhung r6i moi nguwdi phat hién ra mat chwgce do 6n ao va tién cho viéc
tan gau hon. Ta sé khong con phai titc t6i thac mac thé quai lam sao ma ban
choi khong chiu danh quan nay quan no, va du chiing t6i van khong ngai chi
trich nhau, nhung 161 néi thai d6 khong con gay gat nhu trde nita.

“T6i nay lanh qua chi ha, Sheppard?”

Dai ta Carter ditng xoay lung vé phia ngon Itta. Caroline tredc do da kéo
c6 Gannett vé phong dé gitip kéo chi ay thoat khéi may 16p ao x6ng chong
trén nguoi.

“Lam t6i nhé dén hoi & viing nui Afghanistan.” Ong ta tiép tuc.

“Vay sao?” Tai lich sy dap.

“Vu ong Ackroyd tdi nghiép that hét sitc bi an.” Vién Dai ta noi, tay dén
lay tach ca phé. “Trong thé thoi chit phitc tap phét day, téi chac ludn. Né6i
nho gitta téi véi 6ng thoi nhé, Sheppard, toi c6 nghe néi dinh dang gi dén
tong tién co day!”

Vién Pai ta trao cho t6i anh nhin ctia “hai nha thong thai danh cho nhau”.

“Cé lién quan dén mot phu nit, cai d6 thi khong nghi ngd gi.” Ong néi.
“Chac chan c6 lién quan dén mot phu nit.”
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Caroline va c6 Gannett nhap hoi vdi ching toi ngay lic do. Co Gannett
nham nhi ca phé trong khi Caroline ra ban mat chwgc va doé cac quan bai ra
ban.

“Rira bai nao.” Pai ta Carter hom hinh néi. “Pung thé day, rita bai, chiing
toi van goi thé & Cau lac b Thwgng Hai.”

Riéng t0i va Caroline déu tin rang Pai ta Carter ca doi chwa dat chan vao
Cau lac bd Thuwong Hai bao gi®, tham chi & chau A 6ng ta con chua di dau
xa qua An Dd. Carter tiing chién dau & d6 suot thdi ky Thé chién thit I, séng
qua ngay vdi thit bo mudi déng hop ciing véi man va mit tdo. Nhung Dai ta
la mot quan nhan cé chi khi, va ¢ King’s Abbot ching toi cho phép moi
nguoi dugce thodi mai nuong chiéu chit tinh cach 1ap di caa minh.

“Chung ta bat dau chit?” Caroline noi.

Ca bon nguoi cung ngoi xudng ban. Nam phut tréi qua, khong ai noéi vai
nhau ciu nao, tat ca déu tap trung nhanh tay sap cac quan co tredc mat minh
trong thoi gian ngan nhat c6 thé. Mot cudc dau tri ngam dién ra gay gat gitta
ching t6i. Cubi cung Caroline Ién tiéng, pha v& bau khéng khi im lang, “Di
di, James. Cau la Gi6é bong*.”

Gio Dong, hay ctra Dong, tén ctia mot trong bon vi tri ngwdi choi trong van
mat chirgc, nhitng vi tri con lai sap xép theo ngwoc chiéu kim dong ho, lan
lwgt 1a gié Nam, gi6 Tay va gio Bac.

To6i phat quan dau tién. Mot hai lwot bai tréi qua trong lang 1€, choc choc
lai c6 nhitng tiéng phan “Tam Sach”, “Nhi Van”, “Phong” déu déu vang lén,
va doi khi chen ca tiéng chita sai “Khong Phong” tit c6 Gannett do cai tat
hap tap an ca nhitng quan khong thudc lwgt ciia minh.

“Sang nay toi co trong thdy Flora Ackroyd.” Co6 Gannett khai man.
“Phong, a khong, khong Phong. T6i nham.”

“T¢ Van.” Caroline ndi. “Hai ngwoi gap nhau ¢ dau?”

“Co ay thi khong thay t6i.” C6 Gannett ha giong ra diéu tram trong ghé
gom. Co 1é chi & chon thon qué nhé bé va nham té nhu thé nay, nhitng sy vu
nhu thé mdi dugce coi la to tat.
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“A!” Caroline khong gidu néi vé hao hitng, thét 1én. “Xuyén.”

“Toi twong ngay nay phai goi la Xi cht khong phai la Xuyéen.” Co
Gannett n6i, tam thoi hoi lac de.

“V& van. Toi luc nao cling goi la Xuyeén hét.” Caroline qua quyét.

“O cau lac bd Thugng Hai nguoi ta ciing goi 1a Xuyén.” Pai ta Carter
bénh vre.

CO Gannett théi cai, iu xiu xuong. Sau mo6t lic mé mai vdi van bai,
Caroline quay lai cau chuyén, “Co dang néi gi vé Flora Ackroyd ay nhi? Co6
ay o di vdi ai khong?”

“Co qua ay cht.” Co Gannett dap.

ROi hai ngwdi nhdm nhay trao cho nhau anh nhin day an y.

“That thé sao?” Caroline hitng thu hoi lai. “Cé that 1a thé khong? Vay thi
toi chang ngac nhién ti nao.”

“Chung t6i dang doi lwgt ba danh ddy ba Caroline.” Vién Pai ta néi. B6i
khi 6ng ta co tinh ra vé bac nam nhi quan ti: tap trung vao van bai va ditng
dung vGi nhitng chuyén ban tdn tdm phao. Nhung chang qua dwgc mat ai.
C6 Gannett tiép 101, “Néu chi muén biét y em... Oi trdi, c6 phai chi méi
danh mot con Sach khdng? A khéng phai, em thay roi, 1a con Vin. Em dang
néi day, néu moi ngwdi muodn hoi y em, thi phai néi Flora ding la 16n mang,
sO c6 ta that qua may man.”

“Thé la sao, c6 Gannett?” Vién Dai ta hoi. “T6i sé Phong con Phat ay. Sao
ba lai néi c6 Flora da gap may? T6i chi thdy c6 dy c6 bé ngoai rat hap dan,
thé thoi.”

“To6i c6 thé khong biét nhiéu vé vu an mang.” C6 Gannett néi, nhung
bang giong diéu cta ngwoi biét tat cad moi thit. “Nhung c6 thé noi chac véi
ong mot diéu. Cau hoi can quan tdm dau tién luon la ‘Ai la ngudi cudi cung
nhin thady nan nhan con séng?’ Va ngudi do sé dugc coi la ké tinh nghi. Gio
Flora Ackroyd chinh la ngwdi cudi cung thdy bac minh con séng. Chuyén dé
han sé cuc ky bat 1gi cho c6 ay, thuc sy rat bat 1gi. Theo y t6i, du chwa biét
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ding hay sai, nhung Ralph Paton lan trén la vi c6 ay, dé giap danh lac
huwdng nghi ngo cho co ta.”

“Thoi ma.” T6i chan ngan phan doi. “Sao ba c6 thé nghi mdt cd gai nhw
Flora Ackroyd di mau lanh dé ddm bac minh nhuw thé chi?”

“Biét dau dugc.” C6 Gannett dap trd. “T6i m6i doc dwgc mot cudn sach
trong thw vién veé thé gidi ngam & Paris, né noi cé nhitng nit sat tha tan bao
bac nhat nhung bé ngoai lai la nhitng c6 gai ngdy tho v4i guwong mdt thién
than.”

“Po la & Phap.” Caroline noi ngay.

“Thé ddy.” Pai ta cat ngang mach chuyén. “Gid dé t6i ké cac vi nghe mot
cau chuyén rat v ly ky, khéap cac khu cho 16n & An b6 déu don dai...”

Va thé la 6ng ta bat dau ké mot cau chuyén dai 1€ thé, va diém ly ky duy
nhat cia n6é nam & mitc d6 nhat nhéo ky la khong sao ly gidi néi. Mot sy
kién tir thoi tdm hodnh nao dé & x An D0 xa tit mu khoi tat nhién khong
thé sanh bang mo6t vu an chan dong mai xdy ra & ngay King’s Abbot nay.

Cu6i cung thi Caroline ciling c6 thé dwa cau chuyén vé hoi két nhd may
man U van bai. Sau mdt héi déi co nho nhé, chuyén nay xdy ra thudng xuyén
do t6i ludn co6 gang chi ra 16i sai trong cach tinh diém cua Caroline, chiing
toi bat dau van mai.

“Gi6 Dong di di.” Caroline néi. “Riéng t6i lai c6 suy nghi khac vé cau
Ralph Paton. Tam Van. Nhung gio toi ct tam gilt trong long thoi da.”

“That sao chi? C6 Gannett n6i. Xuyén, a nham, y t6i la Phong.”

“Pung thé.” Caroline dap.

“Cé6 phai 1a vé vu doi bot khong? Y em 1a vu ddi bot mau den?” Co
Gannett noi.

“Gan nhu thé.” Caroline dap.

“Chuyeén dé theo chi la c6 y gi?” Co Gannett gan hoi.

Caroline mim moi, dau lac lac, vé nhw da biét hét chuyén.

“Phéng. A khong, khong Phong. T6i nghi bac si ddy sudt ngdy & bén ong
Poirot, chac 6ng phai biét hét moi bi mat chit nhi?”
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“C6 nam mo mdi duwge vay.” Toi dai giong.

“Cau James khiém ton qua. A! Béc dugc con Chiéu.” Caroline noi.

Vién Dai ta huyt sdo. Chu dé tan gau tam di vao quén lang.

“Gi6 cua ba kia,” 6ng ta néi. “Va ba c6 hai Phong Rong kia. Chiing ta
phai can than mot chit kéo c6 Caroline thang dam day.”

Chung t6i choi thém vai phit ma khong da dong gi thém dén chuyén nay.

“Cai ong Poirot nay, ong ay c6 that la mot tham t& vi dai nhw 1oi don
khong?” Lan nay la Pai ta Carter lén tiéng.

“La tham t& vi dai nhat thé gidi ti trudc dén nay dy chir. ” Caroline nhan
manh. “Ong 4y phai lui vé day & dn dé tranh thién ha nhom ngé ddy.”

“Xuyén.” Co Gannett phan. “Toi thay lang ching ta that may man. Ma
nhan tién, con bé hau Clara cua t6i, moi nguwdoi biét day, la ban than véi
Elsie, hau gai bén Fernly, va doan xem Elsie da néi gi v6i n6? La trong nha
da bi mat mot s6 tién khong nhd, va co ta tin rang, y t6i la Elsie ay, vu nay
c6 dinh déang dén c6 hau ban bén ay. Thang nay c6 ta sé xin nghi, va ban
dém c0 ta khéc dén swng ca mat miii. T6i thi toi nghi 6 gai nay rat c6 kha
nang thong déng v6i mot bang nhém nao dé. Co ta lic nao cling lam 1am 1i
li, chdang ban be vdi ai & khu nay. Ngay nghi c6 ay déu di mot minh, t6i phai
nai la rat bat thwong va cyc ky kha nghi. C6 lan t6i da moi co6 hau ban ay
dén du nhitng t6i Giao Iwu cho cac c6 hau gai nhung déu bi tir choi, réi toi
c6 hoi tham qué quan gia quyén cua c6 ta, phai ndi toi thdy cung cach cta co
hau ban do6 rat v xac xwgc. Bé ngoai thi c6 vé rat kinh can day, nhung c6 ta
Ct tro trdo ngat 10i t6i ma khong thém né nang gi.”

C0 Gannett phai tam dirng lai dé 1ay hoi, va vién Pai ta sau khi chan ngay
v6i cau chuyén gia nhan nay, lién tan dung ngay dip nay dé nhac khéo rang
& Cau lac bo Thuong Hai moi nguwdi bat budc phdi danh that nhanh.

Chung t6i tan thanh va danh nhanh mot luot.

“Cai co Russell ay.” Caroline lai ggi chuyén. “Co ta c6 dén day hom sang
thit Sau, gid vo nho James tw van cho cai dau goi. Theo t6i y d6 cua c6 ta la
tham do cho cat may lo thuéc doc. Ngii Van.”
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“Xuyeén,” co Gannett dap. “Chi suy doan that la phi thwong! Em nghi c6
khi chi dung.”

“Lai n6i chuyén thudc doc,” Pai ta xen vao. “O... gi day nhi? T6i danh
chwa? O, Bat Sach.”

“Thién U!” C6 Gannett reo lén.

Caroline byc minh ra mat, chi tiéc ré, “Mot Hong Trung nhé, va hinh nhw
toi con coO ba cdp ntra.”

“Em cam hai Hong Trung hét ca van ludn nay.” T6i n6i vao.

“Cau lai thé nita roi, James. Cau that chang c6 tinh than choi mat chwgce gi
ca.” Caroline trach.

Riéng t6i lai thdy minh choi thé la khén ngoan. Néu Caroline u thi chac
toi da mat vdi chi dy cd md tién ro6i. Mon U cia c6 Gannett l1a thap nhat trong
ca hoi, nhw Caroline da khong ngai ma chi thang ra cho c6 ay.

Gio6 bong bat dau, va ching toi bat dau van mdi trong im lang.

“T6i sé chi ndi véi cac vi thé nay thoi nhé.” Caroline cét tiéng.

“Vang?” Co Gannett vé hao htrc.

“Y t6i 1a nhitng suy doén cta toi vé Ralph Paton ay.”

“Vang, chi noi di.” C6 Gannett cé vé sot rudt hon. “Xuyén!”

“Xuyén dé thé thi nhat qua day! Em nén chai rong tay hon di.” Caroline
cay nghiét noi.

“Em biét r6i.” C6 Gannett dap. “Con chi thi dang néi chuyén Ralph Paton
ma?”

“Pung thé. Thi, t6i c6 thé doan duwgc ciu ta dang & dau.”

Tat ca chung toi 1ap tirc ngiing tay, quay sang nhin Caroline cham cham.

“Thé thi hay roi day, ba Caroline. Ty ba cling doan dwgc sao?” Dai ta
Carter noi.

“O thi, khong hin. Dé t6i ké ra day cho cac vi hay. Moi ngudi déu biét
tam ban do6 hat to twéng treo & toa thi chinh khong?”

Céa ba chung t6i cung dap co.
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“Hom r6i, 6ng Poirot cé di ngang qua do, 6ng ta dirng lai va nhin tdm ban
do, roi binh luan may 16i gi dé, t6i khong nhé duge chinh xac. Cai gi ma vé
Cranchester la thi trdn 16n duy nhit nam gan lang nay..., ma tit nhién la
ding thé that. Nhung sau khi 6ng ta vira roi di, thi t6i ty nhién hiéu ra ngay.”

“Chi hiéu cai gi co?”

“Y ctia 6ng dy. Di nhién 1a Ralph dang & Cranchester 16i.”

Ngay lic dé t6i day do gia gac quan bai cia minh. Caroline 1ap titc quay
sang cau nhau tinh du dodng cua toi, nhung ciing khong that chd tam lam.
Chij dy con dang ban tap trung vao gia thuyét minh mgi dwa ra. Pai ta Carter
haéi lai, “Cranchester sao, ba Caroline? Lam sao ma la Cranchester duwoc! N6
gan thé co ma.”

“Chinh thé day.” Caroline dac thang reo 1én. “Dén gid thi gan nhw da ro la
cau ta khong tron khoi day bang tau. Chac han cau ta chi don gian la di b6
dén Cranchester th6i. Va t6i tin la cdu ta van dang & d6. Chang ai c6 thé ngo
la cdu ta c6 thé & gan ngay ké bén nhw thé.”

Toi c6 chi ra mdy diém bat hgp ly trong gia thuyét do, nhung mot khi
trong dau Caroline dd cam ré mot y twang nao do roi thi chang c6 gi co thé
lay chuyén dugrc.

“Va chi tin la 6ng Poirot cling c6 cung suy nghi d6.” C6 Gannett tong két
lai. “That 1a mot sy trung hop ly la, nhung chiéu nay t6i c6 dao b trén doan
duong dan 1én Cranchester, va 6ng ay c6 di w6t qua toi, di tw hwéng do ve.”
Ca bon chiing t6i nhin nhau.

“Qi troi o1, toi bi 1am sao thé nay,” cd Gannett bat ngd hét toang lén. “Tdi
u sult tir ndy tGi gio ma khong biét nay.” Pang tap trung suy nghi cao do,
Caroline tam thoi bi xao nhang bdi ban thua khong bao truée nay. Chi quay
sang vach 10i c6 Gannnett rang trong co bai ctia c6 dy c6 qua nhiéu quan
khac nhau va qua nhiéu Xuyén nén chang dang dé u. Khong hé nao ning, co
Gannett tai van lang nghe, con tay than nhién thu nhat s6 thé thanh qua,
“Phai r6i, chi yéu quy, em hiéu y chi r6i. Nhung chang phai van con tuy xem
c0 bai ban dau cua chi né nhu thé nao sao?”
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“Em sé khong bao gio thang dwgc qua 16n néu khong dam liéu.” Caroline
khich bac.

“Thi, chiing ta m6i nguwdi phéi c6 kiéu choi riéng ctia minh chit nhi?” Co6
Gannett ndi. Nhin xudng dong thé ctia minh, nhan xét: “No6i tém lai, gio em
dang phat.” Caroline chang n6i thém gi nita, mat xi han xudng.

Gi6 Bong qua, va ching toi tiép tuc. Annie bat dau phuc vu tra. Khong
khi gitta Caroline va c6 Gannett dan tr& nén cang thang, au ciing la canh
thudng thay trong cac budi t6i moi ngwdi tu tap cung nhau. Thay cd Gannett
hoi ngan ngtr di quan bai cua minh, Caroline nhac, “Em nén danh nhanh hon
mot ti chit. Nguwoi Trung Quoc ho danh quan bai ra ct nhoang nhoang, nghe
16p dop nhw chim vo canh 4y, vui tai lam.”

May phtt sau chung t6i choi nhanh nhw ngudi Trung Quoc. Roi vién Dai
ta vui vé ggi chuyén, “Sao ong khong chia sé chut thong tin ra day cho moi
ngudi ciing nghe di, Sheppard? Ong kin miéng qua. T6i ngay ké can bén 6ng
tham tr vi dai d6 ma khong 160 m@ doan duwgc moi chuyén dang dién ra sao?”

“James la mot sinh vat phi thuong.” Caroline giéu cgt, anh mat nhin t6i
day bat binh. “Con lau méi c6 chuyén cau dy chiu nha ra mot chit tin titc gi.”

“Em thé v&i chi, em chang biét gi dau. Moi suy nghi, dv dinh Poirot déu
gitt riéng minh O0ng dy biét.”

Vién Pai ta ding hing, “Ong ta sang sudt day. Biét gitt mom gitt miéng
thé la t6t. Nhwng ma may 6ng tham ti ngwoi nwdc ngoai kiéu day qua ciling
that thd vi. Thé nao ciing dang ngam ngam ké sach gi dé cho xem.”

“Phong. Va u.” C6 Gannett sung sudng reo lén.

Khong khi ngay cang tré nén cang thang. Caroline chitng kién c6 Gannett
thang ba van lién tiép, lién d6 buc doc sang t6i khi moi nguwdi xép bai van
mai, “Chéan cau that day James. Cau cit ngo6i trd nhw phong, chang ndi nang
gica.”

“Nhung ma chi a.” T6i kéu 1én phan déi. “Em that tinh chang c6 gi dé ndi,
néu ma noi nhuv chi.”
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“V@ van.” Chi t6i noi, tay van khong ngirng xép bai. “Cau phai biét cai gi
d6 hay ho chw.”

T6i chang con tam tri dau ma tra 16i. Pau 6c t6i say swa va ngd ngang.
Trudc day t6i cé doc dau do vé kiéu Chién thang hoan hdo, nghia la khi ban
boc dwoc ca co bai u ngay tir dau, nhung chwra bao gio mo sé ¢ ngay minh
dwgc may man dén vay.

C0 nén cam giac sung swdng vi chién thang, t6i ngtra cad bo bai xuéng ban,
tuyén bo, “Theo nhw cach nguoi ta goi cia Cau lac b Thwgng Hai: Thién
Ho6, Chién thang hoan hao.”

M3t vién Pai t4 gan nhu roi ra ngoai, 6ng ta kéu lén than phuc, “Oi thdnh
than oi. That 1a qua stc diéu ky, ca doi toi chuwa tirng thay bao gid!”

Men chién thang khién dau o6c t6i lang lang, cong thém bi thai d6 ché
nhao ctia Caroline khich bac trweéc do, toi néi tudt, “Va vé vu tin titc hay ho
gi d6. Chac chwa ai nghe vé chiéc nhan cudi bang vang cé khac ngay thang
va dong cht “Tt R.” @ madt trong dung khong?”

Thé 1a t6i ké hét nhitng gi dién ra sau d6. Moi ngwoi con thic ép toi néi
chinh xac dia diém tim thay chiéc nhan, va ca ngay thang in trén do.

“Ngay 13 thang Ba.” Caroline noi. “M@i sau thang tredc ma. A!”

Va sau mot héi tranh luan s6i noi véi da thit y kién va phong doan duwgc
dwa ra, tat ca di dén ba giai thuyét cudi cung:

Theo Pai ta Carter: Ralph da bi mat cuwgi Flora. Pay la gidi phap dau tién
va cling la don gian nhat.

Theo c6 Gannett: Roger Ackroyd da bi mat két hon véi ba Ferrars.

Theo chi géi t6i: Roger Ackroyd da bi mat két hon v6i c6 quan gia
Russell.

Ngoai ra, mot gia thuyét thit tw va c6 phan khong twdng do Caroline ddt ra
sau d6 khi chiing t6i 1én lau di nga. Lic do, chi bat chgt néi, “Hay nhé ky
lay 16i nay cua t6i. Phdi noi la t6i hoi ngac nhién néu nhu Geoffrey
Raymond va Flora két hén.”
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“Thé thi chac chan n6 sé phai ghi ‘Tt G.” chit khéng phai ‘Tt R.’.” Toi
nhac.

“Khong thé biét chac dwgc. Cé nhitng cd gai chuyén dung ho dé goi dan
ong, cht khong phdi tén. Va cdu con nhé nhitng gi c6 Gannett n6i t6i nay
ma, vé van may cua Flora ay.”

That tinh ma noi, t6i khong hé nghe c6 Gannett da dong gi dén y do,
nhung toi ludn tin twdng Caroline ¢ kha nang nam bat dwgc nhitng am chi
béng gib. T6i ggi y, “Thé con Hector Blunt thi sao? Néu c6 ai...”

“Ngé ngan.” Caroline ngat 16i luon. “T6i dam néi 6ng ta say mé Flora,
tham chi la yéu dén dam dudi cling nén. Nhung ma thuyc té ra chang c6 co
gai tré nao chiu yéu mot 6ng gia bang tudi cha minh, trong khi van con mat
anh thu ky dep trai & ngay bén canh. C6 ta c6 thé ctt von dudi ltirng 1o dé cho
Thiéu ta Blunt do tiép tuc mu quang ma bam theo doé théi. Cac co gai la chda
ranh manh. Nhung c6 mot diéu t6i khang dinh véi cau, James Sheppard.
Flora Ackroyd khong hé mdy may quan tam dén cai cau Ralph Paton do dau,
chwa bao gig, tir trede cho dén nay. Chuyén nay cau c nghe t6i.”

T6i ngoan ngoan tin theo 10i chi &y. Cdm cai cau nao.
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CHUGONG 17
PARKER

Dén sang hom sau thi t6i nhan ra, hinh nhw trong lic phan chan qua da vi
dwgce Thién HO, t6i da c6é chit ho do. bung la Poirot chuia titng yéu cau t6i
phai gilr kin tinh tiét kham pha chiéc nhan d6. Nhung nguwgc lai, 6ng ay cling
khong hé da dong dén noé trong lic & Fernly, va nhu toi thay, t6i la nguoi
duy nhat biét dugc la 6ng ta da tim thay chi€c nhan. Cam giac t6i 16i bat dau
dang lén ngay mot ro rét. Chi tiét 4y dén thoi diém nay da lan di nhw gio
khip hang cting ngd hém. O King’s Abbot. Tdi chuan bi s&n tinh than bét cit
gidy phuat nao 6ng Poirot cling c6 thé nhdy bo dén tridc mat va mang nhiéc
toi mot tran twng bung.

Pam tang chung giira ba Ferrars va Roger Ackroyd dugc to chitc vao lic
muoi mot gio. Khong khi tang thwong va sau mudn bao trum budi 1é. Tat ca
thanh phan trong gia dinh ¢ Fernly déu c6 mat & dé.

DPén khi buoi 1é két thiic, Poirot tach riéng khoi doan ngudi, khoac tay toi
va moi di cung 0ng ta trd vé tw dinh Larches. Trong gwong mat ong ta c6 vé
dam chiéu cang thang, khién t6i hoi s¢ viéc minh 16 10i t6i hom qua da dén
tai 6ng ay. Nhung cudi cung héa ra la Poirot dang ban suy nghi dén chuyén
hoan toan khac, dng cat tiéng, “Ong a. Chiing ta phai dién kich mot chuit.
Vi su trg giup cta 6ng, toi dé xuat chung ta thi kiém tra mot nhan chitng.
Chung ta sé tra héi anh ta, doa cho anh ta sg rang sy that sap sang té.”

“Ong dang néi dén nhan chitng nao vay?” Tai héi, hét sttc ngac nhién.

“Parker!” Poirot dap. “T6i da yéu cau anh ta dén nha toi sang nay lic
muoi mot gio. Ngay lic nay day co 1€ anh ta da dgi san ching ta & d6 roi
cling nén.”

“Ong nghi sao?” Tdi danh bao hoi, mét liéc sang Poirot thim do.

“T6i chi biét Ia... toi van chwa thay thuyét phuc lam.”

“Ong nghi chinh anh ta 1a ngudi tong tién ba Ferrars sao?”
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“Hoac la thé, hoac la...”

“La sao?” Toi thuic giuc, sau mot hoi cho doi.

“Ban cua t0i, toi xin noi thu thyc vgi ong: toi mong do la anh ta.”

Thai do nghiém trong, cong thém vé mat phang phat cam xtc gi do khé
hiéu ctia 6ng ta khién t6i chi con biét im lang.

Vira vé dén Larches, ching t6i da duwgc bao la c6 Parker dang dgi san
trong nha. Thay ching t6i budc vao phong, 6ng ta lap titc ditng day, vé kinh
can. Poirot cat tiéng chao vui vé, “Chao bubi sang, Parker. Xin anh cho
chung t6i mot phut.”

Noi doan, ong tham tr cgi ao khoac va gang tay.

“Xin ngai cho phép.” Parker noi, bwdc dén bén gitip Poirot. R6i 6ng ta dat
gon tat cd xuéng mot chiéc ghé gan ctta. Poirot dé yén cho 6ng khach lam
moi viéc, vé tan thanh.

“Cam on, anh Parker t6t bung cuda t6i. Xin moi anh ng6i. Chuyén toi sap
phai n6i day chac sé mat cht thoi gian day.”

Parker ngo6i xudng, dau hoi ctii nhw thé c6 16i.

“Gio thi, noi t6i nghe anh nghi gi khi t6i moi anh dén day sang nay?”

Parker dang hang giong, “Thwa ngai, theo thién y cta t6i, ngai muon hoi
vai cau hoi vé 6ng chu qua co cua tdi, cé 1é vé chuyén riéng chang.”

“Chinh xdc.” Poirot néi, mat twoi cwoi. “Co phdi anh tirng nhiéu lan th
tong tién ngwoi khac khong?”

“Thwa ngai!” Vién quan gia kéu 1én, ditng phat day.

Poirot diém tinh noi, “Ping cudng. Ping lam ra vé nguoi trong sach bi
xtic pham thé chi¢. Anh biét r0 toan bd cau chuyén tong tién nay ma, cé phai
khong?”

“Thwa ngai, toi... toi chua... chva bao gio...”

“Bi xdic pham nhw thé nay bao gio.” Poirot ggi y. “Vay thi anh ban Parker
tuyét voi cla toi, tai sao anh lai lo lang dén thé khi nghe lom dwgc cudc tro
chuyén trong phong lam viéc ctia 6ng Ackroyd t6i hém dé, sau khi anh méi
nghe loang thodng dwoc tw tong tién?”
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“T6i khong... t6i...”
“Ong chu cii cta anh 1a ai?” Poirot dot nhién déi giong quét 16n.
“Chu cti cta toi u?”

“Pung thé, ong chu trwdc cta anh tredc khi anh dén lam cho Ackroyd

Ner 9

ay.

“La Thiéu ta Ellerby, thwa ngai...”

Poirot chgt cat ngang, néi thay luén mét trang.

“Chinh thé, Thiéu ta Ellerby. Thiéu ta Ellerby nghién ma tiy phai khong
nhi? Ong ta di dau ciing c6 anh ké bén. Hoi 6ng ta & Bermuda thi xay ra
chuyén: c6 nguoi da bi giét. Thiéu ta Ellerby cling c6 phan trach nhiém
trong do. R6i chuyén do ciling bi bung bit. Nhung anh thi biét hét tat ca. Vay
Thiéu ta Ellerby da trd bao nhiéu dé anh chiu ngdm miéng?”

Parker nhin Poirot tran tran, miéng ha héc. Ngwoi anh ta nhiin nhw con chi
chi, gwong mat xé xudng. Poirot van thodi mai tiép tuc, “Ong thdy day, toi 1a
toi da c6 di tim hiéu chat thong tin. Nhw t6i da n6i day. Hoi d6 ong ciing
kiém dwgc mot khoan kha kha nho tong tién kiéu nay, va Thiéu ta Ellerby da
tiép tuc chu cap tién cho 6ng cho dén khi 6ng ay chét. Gid t6i muén nghe vu
kham pha md&i nhat ctia 6ng.” Parker van nhin khong chép mat.

“Chéi cai cling chang c6 ich gi dau. Hercule Poirot nay da biét r6i. Vay
toi ndi c6 dung khong, vé 6ng Thiéu ta Ellerby ay?”

Du long khéng muon chit nao, nhwng Parker van mién cudng gat dau.
Mat tai mét, anh ta rén ri, “Nhung t6i khong hé dung dén mot soi toc trén
dau ong Ackroyd. Thé c6é Chia chitng giam, thwa ngai, thyc tinh la t6i
khong c6. Ttr d6 dén gio ltc nao téi cling nom nép lo sg ngay nhu thé nay sé
dén. Toi xin cam doan v§Gi ngai, t6i khong... t6i khong giét 6ng ay.”

Cau cudi giong Parker gan nhw gao 1én. Poirot néi: “T6i san sang tin
twdng anh, ban cua to6i. Anh khong cé gan, khong c6 can dam dé lam chuyén
dé dau. Nhung anh phai noi toi nghe sy that.”

“T6i sé khai vGi 0ng tat ca, tat cd moi thit ong mudn biét. Bung la t6i hém
d6 toi c6 co gang nghe 1om. C6 mat hai tir toi nghe dwgce khién toi to mo. Va
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ong Ackroyd néi khong muon bi quay ray, va ong ay déng ctra ndi chuyén
riéng vaGi vi bac si day. Tat ca nhitng gi t6i n6i v4i canh sat, thé c6 Chaa déu
la sy that. T6i nghe dwgc tir tong tién, thira ngai, va thé 1a...”

Ong ta chot dirng lai. Poirot ggi y ngay, “Va 6ng nghi biét dau ong c6 thé
kiém chac dwgc gi tir d6?”

“Vang... thi, vang, dung thé, thwa ngai. T6i da nghi néu ong Ackroyd
dang bi tong tién, vay tai sao tdi khong kiém chac chit moén hoi tir dé chi?”

Vé t0 mo hién rd trén gwong mit Poirot. Ong ta nga ngudi vé phia trudce.

“Trudc do ong thay dau hiéu gi la ong Ackroyd dang bi tong tién khong?”

“Thyc tinh thi khong, thira ngai. Liic d6 toi cling bat ngd 1dm. Ong dy van
to ra hoan toan binh thuwong nhw moi ngay.”

“Ong nghe 16m duwoc nhitng gi?”

“Khong nhiéu lam, thwa ngai. Hom dé6 cé vé t6i khong dugc may cho lam.
Di nhién t6i phdi tap trung lam viéc cia minh duwdi bép. Va khi t6i 1én dén
gan phong lam viéc mot hai lan gi dé thi déu that bai. Lan dau tién bac si
Sheppard bwéc ra va suyt nita bat qua tang toi tai tran, con sau dé ong
Raymond c6 di ngang qua t6i & sanh va di vé phia phong lam viéc, nén t6i
biét ngay la sé chang nghe dugc gi; va khi td6i bung d6 uong vao thi bi co
Flora chan ngay twr ctta.” Poirot nhin anh ta cham cham mot Idc lau, nhw thé
dé do xét mic do that long cda anh ta. Parker dap lai anh mat tham do do
bang vé thanh khan.

“T6i hy vong ngai tin toi, thwa ngai. Sudt tir bay dén nay t6i an khong
ngon ngu khong yén, chi lo canh sat sé dao ra chuyén cii v&i Thiéu t4
Ellerby va vi thé ma nghi ngo t6i.”

Cuoi cung Poirot mdi 1én tiéng, “Tot [dm. To6i rat san long tin anh. Nhung
c6 mot chuyén toi phai yéu cau anh, do la cho t6i xem s6 sao ké cua anh. To6i
doan anh chac c6 s6 sao ké ding khéng?”

“Vang thuva ngai, ma that ra la to6i c6 mang no theo day.”

Khéng chit chan chir, Parker 1y tit trong tdi ra m6t cuon s6 mong, bia
mau xanh, dva cho vi tham t. Poirot dén ldy, xem xét ky luwong tirng muc
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trong do.

“A, t6i c6 thdy anh da mua 500 bang Trai phiéu tiét kifm quéc gia nam
nay?”

“Vang, thva ngai. Gio toi da tiét kiém dugc hon mot ngan bang roi, do la
nhd moi quan hé cta t6i v6i... 0... ong chu qua co trwdc cda toi, Thiéu ta
Ellerby. Va t6i nam nay ciing kiém duwgc chut dinh nhd dua ngwa, thang
cling dam lam. Néu ngai con nhg, c6 mdt con ngya dudi co ma khong ngo
thang dugc con Jubilee. T6i may ma da dat cira con do nén kiém dugc
nhitng 20 bang.”

Poirot tra lai cuon so.

“T6i chic anh budi sang tot lanh. T6i tin la anh da noi véi t6i sy that. Con
néu khong phai thé, thi anh sé gap rac r6i to day, ban cta t6i.”

Khi Parker roi di, thady Poirot cam ao khoac 1én lan nita, t6i bén hdi, “Ra
ngoai nita hay sao?”

“Pung, chung ta sé ghé tham anh Hammond tuyét voi mot chut.”

“Ong tin cau chuyén ctia Parker sao?”

“Nhin mat anh ta la da biét dang tin. Trir khi Parker la mot dién vién xuat
sac, chit c6 vé r6 rang anh ta that long tin chinh 6ng Ackroyd mdi 1a nan
nhan cda vu tong tién.

Ma néu nhuv vay thi tic 1a Parker khong biét chut gi vé vu ba Ferrars.”

“Néu ma nhu thé thi... 1a ai day?”

“Chinh xdc! La ai day? Nhung chuyén ghé thaim 6ng Hammond nay sé
giup ta dat dugc mot muc dich. Hoac sé chirng thuc cho 10i ctia Parker hoac
la...”

“La sao?”

Poirot voi dap, giong hoi 16i, “T6i bi nhiém théi xau n6i khong hét cau tw
sang nay. Mong ong bo qua cho.”

Lan nay dén lwgt toi ngwong ngung. “Ma tién day, t6i c6 diéu muodn thu
nhan véi 6ng. Toi e la minh da so y 1am 10 ra thong tin vé chiéc nhan.”

“Nhan nao co?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Chiéc nhan 6ng tim dugc ¢ dwdi ao ca vang ay.”

“A! Vang.” Poirot kéu lén, miéng cuwoi toe toét.

“To6i mong 6ng khong thay phién? Loi la do t6i bat can.”

“Khong hé, ban hién cta ti, khong hé. T6i ddu c6 cdm can gi 6ng. Ong
hoan toan c6 quyén tw do néi nhitng gi minh mudn. Vay ba ay chac phai
hitng thi lam, chi cda 6ng ay?”

“Pung la vay. N6 thanh tin giat gan roi ay chi. Moi nguwdi nghi ra da thé
loai gia thuyét tir d6.”

“A! Vay ma cau tra 10i van that don gian. Loi giai that sy da lap tic bay
ra trvéc madt, dung khong?”

“Vay sao?” Tai hoi lai, khong chut cam xuc.

Poirot cwoi 16n ro6i nhan xét, “Ngwoi khon ngoan khéng bao gio dé 10
chan twéng. C6 phéi khong? Nhung gio ching ta dén noi réi, nha ong
Hammond.”

Vi luét s dang & trong van phong. Nghe c6 ching t6i dén, 6ng ta lién cho
nguwoi dan ching t6i vao. Hammond ditng 1én va chao hoéi chiing t6i theo
ding cung cach khudn sao va cau né thuong thay.

Poirot vao dé thang, “Monsieur, t6i dén day mu6n hoi mot so thong tin
quan trong, mong duwgc ong gitp do. Theo nhuw t6i biét thi 6ng dai dién cho
ba Ferrars qua co, gia cht King’s Paddock?”

T6i nhan thay trong khoanh khac, thoang ngac nhién lwét nhanh qua anh
mat cta vi ludt s, nhung roi vé than trong chuyén nghiép lai nhanh chéng
tr@ vé gwong mat 6ng ta, nhw mot chiéc mat na.

“Tat nhién roi. Moi viéc cua ba ay déu qua tay chuing t6i.”

“Thé thi hay qua. Gid thi, trwdc khi to6i héi 6ng bat ¢t diéu gi, t6i mudn
ong ling nghe qua cau chuyén bac si Sheppard sip thuat lai diy. Ong ban
cta t6i, ong khong phién ké lai cudc doi thoai gitta 6ng vGi ong Ackroyd téi
thit Sdu tuan truedc chir?”

“Khong hé.” Toi dap, va bat dau thuat lai budi t6i ky la do.

Hammond cham chd lang nghe.
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“Tat ca la vay day.” T6i néi khi két thic cau chuyén.

“Téng tién.” Vi luat su lap lai, vé tw ly.

“Ong c6 thdy bat ngd khéng?” Poirot hoi.

Hammond g& kinh xuéng, lau lau bang chiéc khan mui xoa ctia minh.

“Khong.” Ong ta dap. “Tdi khong thé néi 1a minh ngac nhién. Tdi da c6
chut nghi ngo chuyén gi do kiéu thé nay tirng xay ra r6i.”

Poirot tiép 101, “Tt chuyén nay ma c6 mot so thong tin t6i muon lam ro
day. Néu muon biét vé so tién ba Ferrars trén thiyrc t€ da chi ra thi chac chi c6
thé héi ong, thua 6ng.”

Hammond ngam nghi mét lic, r6i dap, “T6i thady khong vi ly do gi phai
git? kin thong tin nay cad. Nam ngodi, ba Ferrars c6 ban mét s6 chitng khoan
nhat dinh, s6 tién d6 da dwgc tra thang vao tai khoan cta ba ay, va khong
duwogc tai dau tw. Vi thu nhap cua ba Ferrars khong hé nho, ma ba lai séng rat
lang 1€ sau khi chong mat, nén c6 vé ré rang nhitng khoan tién d6 da dwogc
chi trd cho muc dich dac biét gi d6. Co lan t6i da hoi ba Ferrars vé chuyén
nay va duwgc tra 16i la ba 8y cé nghia vu phai chu cap cho nhiéu ho hang kho
khan cia nha chong ba ay. Vay nén, tat nhién la t6i cho qua, khéng héi lai
nita. Cho dén bay gio t6i van luon doan khoan tién dy chac da dugc tra cho
mot phu nit nao do doi béi thwong vi 6ng Ashley Ferrars. That khong ngo
chinh la Ferrars méi la nguoi bi doi tién.”

“Va khoan tién la bao nhiéu vay?” Poirot hoi.

“Tinh tong cong nhiéu khodan lai to6i wéc chirng phai dugc it nhat hai mwoi
ngan bang.”

“Hai muoi ngan bang! Trong mot nam!” Toi kéu lén, khong tin vao tai
minh.

“Ba Ferrars la ngudi rat giau c6, nén khodn tién phai chiu dé bit miéng toi
giét nguwoi chac chan khong thé khiém tén dwgc.” Poirot 1anh dam noi.

“Liéu toi con c6 thé cung cap thém thong tin cho cac ong khong?”
Hammond hoi.
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“Khong, t6i caAm on 6ng.” Poirot néi, doan dirng 1én. “Mong 6ng hét sic
thi 16i vi t6i da 1am 6ng loan tri.”

“Khong hé, khong he.”

DPoi dén khi chiing t6i da ra ngoai, toi méi quay sang nhac, “Tw ‘loan tri’
ay, chi dung khi néi dén bénh réi loan than kinh thoi.”

“A!” Poirot kéu 1én. “Tiéng Anh cua t6i mai chang hoan thién duwgc. Mot
th ngon ngtt ky la. L€ ra luc do toi nén noi lam ong bi xao tron mai phai,
diing khéng?”

“Y 6ng ldc do thi phai 1a tir ‘quay ray’.”

“Cam on 6ng, ban hién. Chinh xac la ttv do, 6ng that nhay cam véi cau tur.
Gio thi, anh ban Parker cua ching ta sao day nhi? V@i hai muoi ngan bang
trong tay, liéu anh ta c6 chiu tiép tuc lam quan gia nita khong? Toi khong
nghi vdy. D1 nhién, c6 kha nang la anh ta dem gi ngan hang bang mét cai
tén khac, nhung t6i thién vé huwdng tin anh ta da noi sy that véi chiing ta. Du
Parker c6 la mot tén vO lai di chang nita, thi cling chi da gan lam may
chuyén vit vanh, dau 6c khong dam lam mdy chuyén tay dinh vay dau. Vay
nén ta con lai mot kha nang, Raymond, hodc, cha, c6 thé 1a Thiéu ta Blunt.”

To6i 1ap tirc phan doi, “Chac chan khéng phai 1a Raymond. Vi ching ta da
biét la cdu ta tirng can tién dén mitc tham hai chi vi nam tram bang.”

“Po la theo 16i cau ay néi, ding thé.”

“Va con vé Hector Blunt...”

Poirot cat ngang, “Dé toi n6i 6ng hay vai diéu vé 6ng ban Hector Blunt tot
dep d6. Nhiém vu cua t6i phai di tim hiéu cac théng tin ky lwdng. Toi da do
hoi. Khoan thtra ké ma c6 lan 6ng ta nhac tGi do, to6i phat hién ra no tri gia
gan hai mwoi ngan bang. Gid 6ng thay sao?”

T6i ngd nguoi ra, miéng khong thot dugce 161 nao. Cudi cung, t6i md@i lam
bam dwgc, “Khoéng thé nhw thé duge. Mot ngudi danh tiéng lay lirng nhw
Hector Blunt.”

Poirot nhtin vai, “Ai ma biét dugc ch? It nhat 6ng ta 1a ngudi ¢ gan 16n.
Phai thtra nhan la t6i cling khong thdy ong ay giong mot ké di tong tién
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ngwoi khac 1am, nhwng van con mét kha nang ma 6ng van chwa hé can nhac
dén.”

“Kha nang nao vay?”

“Ngon Itra, ban cua t6i 0i. Ban than Ackroyd ciing c6 thé da ty dot bic
thw do6 va chiéc phong bi mau xanh, cing moi chuyén sau khi 6ng roi di.”

“T6i khong thdy chuyén dé c6 thé xdy ra.” T6i cham rai néi. “Tuy vay, di
nhién, c6 thé lam chit. Biét dau ong dy da doi y thi sao.”

Vira lic d6 ching t6i da vé dén nha toi, va trong mot phut khong nghi
ngoi nhiéu, to6i dd moi Poirot vao nha dung bira.

To6i twdng Caroline chac sé phai hai long véi téi lam khi dwa 6ng tham t
vé nha thé nay, nhung dan ba von that khé chiéu. Bita trva dé ching toi an
swon miéng, con gia nhan trong bép thi duwgc thét mén long xao hanh. Két
qua la chi c6 hai miéng swon dwgc don ra trdc mat ba nguwdi cung vdi s
xau ho.

Nhung Caroline hiém khi chiu chao thua treée bat ky hoan canh nao.
Bang kha nang dién xudt siéu hang, chi t6i giai thich v&i Poirot rang du ludn
bi cau em James cudi cgt, nhing chi ay van kién quyét tudn thi mot ché do
an chay nghiém ngdt. Chi khong ngirng xuyt xoa khi thudng thirc mon cotlet
dau (ma t6i chac chan la chi ay ca doi chwa dung vao bao gid), lam vé ngon
miéng khi an hét mét miéng banh mi quét phé mat nwéng kiéu xit Wales va
khong quén thinh thodng lai chen vao mot vai 16i canh bao vé nhitng hiém
hoa cta nhitng mon an “mdn”.

Sau bita trwra, chiing t6i cing ng6i truedc 16 swdi va hit thude, Caroline 1ap
tirc tdn cong Poirot, khong kiéng né, “Van chwa tim thdy Ralph Paton sao?”

“Toi nén tim cau ta ¢ dau day, thua coV’

“T6i nghi c6 thé 6ng da thay cau ta & Cranchester.” Caroline ndi, giong c6
tinh nhan manh day an y.

Dép lai, Poirot trong chi thuan vé ngo ngac, “O Cranchester? Nhung sao
lai & Cranchester?”
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T6i voi giai thich gitup ong ta, khong quén dé chit mia mai, “M4ot nhan sy
cOt can trong mang lwdi tham ti¢ tw dong ddo ctia ching toi c6 tinh co thay
ong ngoi trong mot chi€c xe 6 to trén duong di dén Cranchester ngay hom

»

qua.

Vé ngo ngac cua Poirot bién mat, thay vao dé 6ng cuwdi nhi mudn hut hoi,
“A, ra la thé! Chi la chuyén di gap nha si thoi, thé théi. Rang cta t6i, no bi
dau. To6i dén do6. Rang cua t6i, nd 1ap titc d& han. Toi néi téi phai trg vé
ngay. Nha si, 6ng 4y n6i Khong. T6t nhat 1a phai nhé né di. T6i cy lai. Ong
ay thi c khang khang. Thé r6i 6ng ay thang! Cai rang do6 sé khong bao gio
dau lai nita.”

Caroline xiu xuéng nhw mot qua bong xep hoi.

Chung t6i lai hang say ban luan vé Ralph Paton. T6i ca quyét, “Ban tinh
thi thudc dang nhu nhugce that day. Nhwng nhat dinh khéng phai ké tan ac.”

“A! Nhung nhu nhwgce thi thwong dan dén céi gi nhi?” Poirot noi.

“Chinh xac day!” Caroline tan dong. “Ct nhin James day - yéu nhu sén
vay, phai nho t6i trong chirng cho ciu ay ca day.”

T6i bat dau cau kinh, “Chi Caroline yéu dau cia em oi, chi khong thé néi
chuyén ma khong 16i chuyén riéng tv vao dugc sao?”

Nhung Caroline van khong chiu buéng, “Cau ding la yéu dudi ma, James.
T6i 16n hon cau tam tudi ddy. Oi! Toi khong ngai dé ong Poirot day biét tudi
toi dau.”

“Toi khong bao gio c6 thé doan duwgc nhu thé, thua c.” Poirot ndi, kem
theo mot cdi cui dau lich thiép.

“Lén hon tam tudi. Va t6i luén coi minh c6 nghia vu phéi trong nom cau.
Gia ma cau khong duge day do dén noi dén chon, thi c6 Chia mdéi biét dwgc
la cau sé sa vao con dwong lam lac nao nita.”

“Thi em c6 1€ da cuwdi dugc mot c6 vg xinh dep va khong ngai mao hiém
r6i.” Toi lam bam, dwa mat nhin tran nha, va miéng nha ra nhitng vong khéi
tron.
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“M0Ot ¢ gai wa mao hiém!” Caroline dai giong khinh bi. “Ma néu n6i dén
cac c6 gai wa mao hiém...”

Chi dy bong bo Iirng cau.

“Thi sao?” T6i néi, hoi to mo.

“Khong c6 gi. Nhung tdi co6 thé tim ai d6 song cach day khong dén mot
tram dam.”

R6i Caroline quay phat sang Poirot.

“James c khang khang la 6ng tin ké nao do6 trong nha dy da xudng tay
giét nguoi. Toi chi c6 thé khang dinh mot diéu, do la 6ng sai 16i.”

“T6i khong thich minh sai.” Poirot néi. “D6 khong phai la, néi thé nao
nhi, cong viéc cua t6i?”

“T6i da nam dugc nhitng thong tin kha rd rang,” Caroline chang them dé
tam dén 10i 6ng ta vira noi, van tiép tuc, “nhd James va nhitng ngudi khac.
Theo nhv nhitng gi t6i nhan thdy, chi c6 hai nguwdi c6 thé c6 co hdi lam vay.
Ralph Paton va Flora Ackroyd.”

“Chi Caroline ctia em oi...”

“Nao, James, khong dwoc chen ngang. T6i biét minh dang noéi gi. Parker
dung co6 ta ¢ ngoai ctta ding khong? Anh ta dau c6 nghe dugc 6ng bac chic
c6 ta ngt ngon dau. Co6 thé Flora da giét ong ta ngay lic do.”

“Caroline!”

“T6i dau co6 noi la co ta chac chan da lam dau, James. To6i chi néi 1a co thé
théi ma. That ra, du diang 1a Flora ciing c6 mac bénh ctia cac c6 gai tré bay
gio, ngong nghénh kiéu ngao va chang biét kinh trén nhwong duwéi, nhung
toi cling chang bao gio tin nguoi liéu yéu dao to nhw c6 ta da sic giét noi
mot con ga. Tuy nhién sy that thi cit bay ra dady. Anh Raymond va Thiéu ta
Blunt c6 bang chiing ngoai pham. Ba Ackroyd ciing cé nhan chitng liac do.
Ngay ca cai co Russell hinh nhw cling c6 chirng cé ngoai pham nita la, phai
noi la s6 c6 quan gia nay diung la may that. Vay con lai ai? Chi con moi
Ralph va Flora! Va cac vi mu6n néi gi thi noi, toi la t6i khéng tin Ralph
Paton la mot ké giét nguwdi. Ching toi biét ro thang bé dé tir nho tGi gio.”
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Poirot im ldng mot hoi, anh mat cudn theo tirng dai khéi bay lén tw diéu xi
ga cua minh. Cudi cung dén khi 6ng ta chiu 1én tiéng, thi lai nhw mot con
ngwoi hoan toan khac vay. D6 la mot giong néi nhe bang nhuw ¢ dau xa x6i
vong vé, khién ngudi ta cam thay to mo kho hiéu.

“Gio ching ta thtr 1dy vi du mot ngwdi dan 6ng, mot nguwdi hét sitc binh
thwong. Tham tam anh ta chang bao gio c6 y dinh giét hai ai. Dau do trong
ban than anh ta, ti* tdn sau trong day long, ton tai mot con nguwoi yéu dudi.
Cho dén gio con nguoi dé van chwa bao gio thitc day. Co6 thé la sé khong
bao gio, va thé la anh ta sé s6ng an nhién dén tan ldc xudng mo, dwgc moi
ngwoi kinh né va tén trong.

“Nhung chung ta thit gia du c6 chuyén gi dé xay ra. Anh ta dang gap kho
khan, hay thdm chi la chang can nhw thé. Anh ta c6 thé vo tinh biét dugc
mot bi mat - mot bi mat quyét dinh chuyén song chét cua ai d6. Va phan tng
dau tién cua anh ta sé la muon khai bdo moi chuyén, thyc hién ding nghia
vu ciia mét cong dan lwong thién mau myc. Va roi bong dung con ngudi yéu
dudi kia 1én tiéng. Pay la co hoi hai ra tién, rat nhiéu tién. Anh ta thi muén
tién - tham chi la khao khat n6 - va thé la moi chuyén dién ra that dé dang.
Anh ta khong dugce phép lam gi ca, chi gitt im lang. Nhung do chi la khai
dau. Long tham bat dau troi ddy manh mé. Anh ta phai c6 thém nhiéu tién
hon nita - va hon nita. Anh ta bi mé vang dang md ngay duwéi chan minh lam
cho say mé mu mi. Ro6i anh chang do tré thanh mot ké tham lam. Va chinh
long tham dé da day moi chuyén di qua xa.

“Ngudi ta c6 thé cheén ép mdt ngwoi dan 6ng thé nao cling dugce, nhung
v6i mot phu ni thi khong nén vugt qua gidi han. Nguwoi phu nit dy trong
thdm tam ludn khao khat dwgc néi ra sy that. Dan 6ng cé biét bao nhiéu
nguoi lira gat vg minh nhwng vé van an ngon ngu yén dén lic chét di, dem
theo bi mat xuéng mo6! Con phu nit, biét bao ba v sau khi Itra déi chong da
tw hiy hoai ca cudc doi minh bang cach do hét moi t6i 16i 1én chinh nguoi
chong cta minh. Ho da bi chén ép dén budc dwong cung. Trong mot gidy
khinh suat (ma tat nhién sau dé ho sé hoi han), ho da nhe da ma dé mac su
an toan cta minh vao tay ké khac, va cudi cung bi don dén bo vuc tham,
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danh phai cong khai sy that d6 dé doi lay phut giay thanh than ngan ngui
cho minh.

“Theo t6i trudng hop ciia ba Ferrars 1a nhw vay day. Ap lyc tdm ly dé qua
nang. Nhu nguwdi Anh cac 6ng cé cau tuc ngit ‘tham qua ma giét mat con
ngong dé tritng vang’ vay. Nhung chuyén van chua dirng & d6. Nguwoi dan
ong ma ching ta dang no6i dén phai doi dién v6i nguy co bi vach mat. Va
anh ta khong con la chinh minh cua khodng mot ndam trude. Lic nay luwong
tam cua anh ta da suy kiét. Anh ta lai dang tuyét vong. Anh ta dang chién
dau mot cudc chién ma minh nam chac phan thua, va anh ta cling san sang
khong tir m6t tha doan nao trong tay dé vui lap sw that, béi vdi con nguoi
nay, bi bai 10 dong nghia v&i ca cudc doi bi hiy hoai. Va thé 1a, nhat dao oan
nghiét da roi xudng!”

Poirot lai tram ngdm. Ca khong gian ciing chung xudng, nhw thé 6ng tham
t&* vita m6i doc mot cau than chu tinh lang bao trum can phong vay. T6i
khong tai nao dién ta noi giong diéu va cung cach la lung cta 6ng ta khi néi
nhitng tir nglt dy. Ting 16i phan tich lanh lung, va ca cau chuyén tan nhan
nhung rat that ma n6 veé ra, khoi goi trong ching t6i mot ndi khiép sg mo ho.
Poirot nhe nhang tiép tuc: “Roi sau dé, khi con dao kia dwgc rt ra, anh ta sé
dugc trd vé lam chinh minh, mdt nguwdi binh thwong va lwong thién. Nhung
néu nhw long tham kia lai troi ddy lan nita, thi anh ta cling sé lai xudng tay
mot lan niva.”

Caroline mot ltic sau m&i birng tinh, 1én tiéng, “Ong dang néi dén Ralph
Paton, nhitng 10i 6ng néi co thé dung, cé thé sai, nhung 6ng khong c6 quyén
két toi mOt nguwdi dan 6ng chua tirng gap.”

bién thoai bat ngd do6 chuéng. T6i nhanh chan bwéc ra sanh va nhac may,
“Sao ca? Vang. Bac si Sheppard day.”

T6i im lang lang nghe dau day bén kia m6t hai phit, r6i dap lai ngan gon.
bat 6ng nghe xudng, t6i trd lai phong tiép khach, thong bao, “Poirot, ho mai
bat dugc mét nguwdi dan 6ng & Liverpool. Tén anh ta la Charles Kent, nguoi
ta tin rang anh ta chinh la ké la mat da dén Fernly dém d6. Ho muon t6i dén
Liverpool ngay 1ap titc dé nhan dang anh ta.”
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CHUONG 18
CHARLES KENT

Nura gio sau, toi, Poirot va thanh tra Raglan da yén vi trén tau di Liverpool.
Vién thanh tra khéng gidu n6i niém hitng khoi, mirng r& tuyén bo, “Chung ta
c6 thé lan ra dau moi vé phan tong tién trong vu nay, chac chan khong thé
thoat dwgc. Theo nhitng gi ho mo td so qua toi nghe dwgc qua dién thoai,
han ta 1a mot tay khé nhan. Nghién nita. Moi thong tin tir han chac khong
kho. Chi can thdy dau hiéu han cé6 mot dong co nao doé la ta c6 thé khang
dinh chac chan: day chinh la ké giét ong Ackroyd. Nhung néu ding la vay
thi tai sao anh chang Paton lai phai 1an tron lam gi nhi? Toan bd vu viéc nay
c? roi tinh r6i mu. Ma tién day, ong Poirot, vu may dau van tay ong noi
khong sai. D6 ding la ctia 6ng Ackroyd that. Ban dau t6i cling da c6 nghi
dén y do, nhung sau do gat di vi nghe no6 vo ly qua.”

T6i cwdi tham trong bung. Thanh tra Raglan ranh ranh la dang c6 citu vét
chut thé dién. Poirot quay lai chua dé: “Vé ga dan 6ng nay, anh ta van chwa bi
tong giam chit ha?”

“Khong, chi mai tam gift vi tinh nghi thoi.”

“Vay anh ta co tiét 16 gi vé ban than khong?”

“Cam nhu hén ay.” Vién thanh tra nhéch mép. “T6i thay tay nay nhw thu
danh hoi thady nguy hiém. Ba dung du ngén nghé ma van khong cay duwgc
mom han.”

Vira dén noi, tdi hét sitc ngac nhién khi thay Poirot dwgc chao don nong
nhiét. Bén chung t6i la Pai uy thanh tra Hayes, truéc kia anh ta da ting hop
tac v6i Poirot may vu, va ro rang khong ngai tung hé nang Iyc cia 6ng tham
tr day lén tan may xanh. Anh ta h6 hdi, “Gid c6 ngai Poirot ¢ ddy, ching ta
sé chdang mat nhiéu thoi gio dau. Toi twong ong da nghi hwu roi chi,
moosior?”
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“T6i cling twong thé day, anh Hayes dang mén, t6i cling twong thé. Nhung
nghi hwu réi thady buon chan buon tay lam! Anh khong thé twéng twong noi
cai canh chi séng déu déu cho qua ngay doan thang né thé nao dau.”

“Han thé roi. Vay ngai dén day dé gap cai gd ma ching t6i méi tébm duwgc
ding khong? Day c6 phai l1a bac si Sheppard khong nhi? Bac si chac chac cé
thé nhan dang han ta chit?”

“T6i khong chac 1am dau.” T6i ndi, day nghi ngo.

“Lam thé nao ma cac vi lan ra dugc han ta vay?” Poirot thac mac.

“M6 ta nhan dang cta han da dugc lan truyén réng rai, nhw cac vi cling
biét day. Cong bo trén bao dai lan ca tirng ngwoi dan. Phai thira nhan chi can
ct vao thong tin mo ho ma chiing ta nam trong tay thi khé ma tim dwgc han.
Ga nay ding la néi giong My, va cling khong pha nhan la c6 quanh quan &
lang King’s Abbot t6i d6. Han ta chi héi vu dé thi lién quan quai gi dén
chiing t6i, va rang ching t6i di cho khac choi - trueée khi han chiju tra 16i bat
cu cau hoi nao.”

“Liéu t6i c6 dugc cung vao gap han khong?” Poirot hoi.

Vién Dai tly nhay mat ranh manh, “Rat mirng vi c6 ngai ¢ day, thura ngai.
Ngai c6 quyén lam bat ct diéu gi minh mudn. Thanh tra Japp & S& canh sat
thi d6 hém no c6 hoi tham ngai day. Noi 1a 6ng ta nghe loang thoang la ngai
c6 tham gia vu nay du khong chinh thitc. Vay Dai dy Paton dang lan tron &
dau vay, thua ngai, ngai cé thé tiét 16 cho t6i khong?”

“T6i e la v&i tinh hinh bay gio néi ra thi khong khon ngoan lam.” Poirot
dap, giong nghiém nghi, khién t6i ditng canh phai mim méi nhin cuoi.

Ong tham t nhé con nay déng kich ciing dat 1dm. Thém vai ba cdu qua
lai, chiing t6i dugc dwa dén cho ké bi giam.

Anh ta la mé6t thanh nién tré, t6i doan chac khong qua hai muoi hai, hai
muoi ba tubi. Cao, gay, tay hoi run run, va sitc khée ro rang c6 dau hiéu
xuong doc thdm hai. Téc anh ta mau sam, nhwng mat anh ta xanh ngat va
anh mat lao lién gian xdo. Suét tt bay t6i nay, t6i ludn tin rang ké minh da
gdp dém do co cai gi do rat quen thudc, nhung néu day qua ding la anh ta,
thi t0i chac chan da lam. Anh chang tredc mat t6i day trong hoan toan xa la,
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chang goi nhac dén bat ct nguwdi nao toi tirng gdp. Vién Dai uy lén tiéng:
“Gio thi anh Kent, ding 1én di. C6 vai vi khach dén gap anh day. Cé nhan ra
dwoc ai khong?”

Kent ném cho chiing t6i cai nhin &m dam, khong dap mot 10i. T6i thay
anh mat anh ta quét qua mét lwgt ba nguwdi ching toi, va roi tré vé dirng lai
noi t6i. Vién Pai uy néi: “Cha, thwa ngai, ngai thay sao?”

“Chiéu cao thi twong dong day.” Toi dap. “Va nhin so qua vé bé ngoai thi
c6 vé ding la nguwoi ma ching ta dang tim. Ngoai ra thi t6i khong thé khang
dinh gi thém.”

“Mdy chuyén nay la dé lam céi quai gi vay?” Kent héi. “Cac 6ng am muu
diéu gi? Thoi nao, c¥ n6i thang toet ra di! Cac 6ng nghi ngd toi da lam gi?”

T6i gat dau, ndi, “Chinh la anh ta day, t6i nhan ra giong néi.”

“Ong nhan ra giong t6i, c6 phai khong? Ong da nghe thdy t6i & dau co
chi?”

“Vao t0i thtt Sdu tuan trudc, ngoai cong biét thy Fernly. Anh c6 hoi
duong t6i dén dé.”

“Toi c6 lam vay sao?”

“Anh co thwra nhan chuyén do khong?” Vién thanh tra hoi.

“T6i chang thira nhan gi hét, cho dén khi cac nguwdi néi tbi biét cac ngwoi
dinh lam gi t6i.”

“Anh khong doc bdo may hém nay sao?” Poirot Iic nay méi chiu m@
miéng.

Ga thanh nién nheo mat, “Ra la chuyén do, c6 phai khong? To6i nghe néi
c6 mot 1do nao dé bi xt & Fernly. Vay la cac 6ng dinh doé vay cho t6i lam
chuyén do, cé6 phai khong?”

“Anh c6 mat & d6 dém ay.” Poirot tir ton.

“Lam sao ma ngai biét duwoc, thrra ngai?”

“Nho cai nay.” Poirot 10i tw tui ra vat gi do va gio len.

La chiéc 16ng ngong ching t6i tim dugc trong can nha héng mat.

Ngay lap titc mat anh ta bién sac. Tay anh ta hoi gio lén.
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“Tuyét.” Poirot néi, giong tram tram.

“Khong, anh ban a, chiéc 16ng nay rong khong. N6 nam lai chdé ma anh da
viit trong can nha hong mat téi dé.”

Charles Kent 10 10 vé hoang mang.

“Lao tham t& oat con & dau chui ra nay, sao cai quai gi lao cling biét thé.
Co6 lé dng nhd diéu nay: bao chi c6 néi rdng 6ng gia ay bi x tam t muwoi
gio kém muoi lam dén muoi gio.”

“Pung la vay.” Poirot dong tinh.

“Vay day, cé dung that la nhu thé khong? D6 la t6i nghe nguoi ta noi
thé.”

“Quy 6ng day sé noi cho anh biét.” Poirot dap, chi sang thanh tra Raglan.

Vién thanh tra ling ting, hét nhin Pai ty Hayes lai quay sang Poirot.
Cudi cung, sau khi nhan dwgc tin hiéu dong y, ong ta méi khang dinh,
“Pung vay. Tt muoi gio kém muwoi [am dén muoi gio.”

“Thé thi cac ong giit t6i ¢ day cling chang dwgc gi,” Kent no6i. “T6i roi
khoi biét thy Fernly tiw chin gio muwoi lam. Cac 6ng c6 thé do héi & quan
Dog and Whistle. Quan rugu d6 cach Fernly cad dam, ngay vé duwong dén
Cranchester. T6i nh@ t6i d6 t6i cé cai va chat chuyén om som & day. Ciing
tam muoi gio kém muoi lam gi d6. Cac ong hiéu chwa?”

Vién thanh tra Raglan ghi ghi chép chép vao cuén so tay cia minh.

“Gio sao?” Kent thuc giuc.

“Chung toi sé cho kiém tra thong tin nay.” Vién thanh tra néi. “Néu nhitng
10i anh vira néi 1a ding, anh sé khong phai chiu phién phitc gi dau. Ma tién
day, anh lam gi & biét thy Fernly t6i d6 vay?”

“Pén do6 gap nguoi.”

“Ai vay?”

“Po khong phai la viéc cua cac ong.”

“Hoc cach ndi nang 1é do chut di, anh ban a.” Vién Pai Gy canh cao.

“Viéc quai gi ma phai lé v6i do. T6i dén do c6 viéc riéng cua toi, thé thoi.
Néu toi da lwgn di trwede khi vu giét ngwdi xdy ra, thi canh sat cac ong chang
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lam gi dugc t6i.”

“Tén cha anh la Charles Kent.” Poirot 1én tiéng. “Qué anh & dau nhi?”

Ga thanh nién nhin 6ng ta cham cham, r6i cwdi nhéch miéng, “T6i dan
Anh chinh goc.”

“Vang.” Poirot dam chiéu dap. “To6i cting nghi anh la nguwdi Anh. Toi
doan anh sinh ¢ Kent.”

Ga thanh nién lai nhin 6ng tham t&* cham cham.

“Sao? Vi tén toi ha? Tén thé thi 1am sao? Chang 1é ¢t thang nao tén Kent
thi phai dé ra ¢ cai hat do hay sao?”

“Dwa vao mot so diéu kién nhat dinh thi t6i c6 thé doan nhw vay.” Poirot
co y dap. “Dwa vao mot so diéu kién nhat dinh, anh hiéu ma.”

Giong 0ng ta nhan manh day an y, khién cho hai vién canh sat hiéu ky. Vé
phan Charles Kent, cdu ta gian dén tim madt, va trong mot khoanh khac, toi
da twéng cau ta sap nhdy x6 vao Poirot. Tuy nhién, cé vé ciu ta da nghf lai,
va chi quay di, miéng lam diéu cudi hénh héch.

Poirot gat gat dau, ra vé hai long, va quay budc ra khoi ctra. Ngay 1ap tirc
hai vién canh sat theo sau. Raglan néi, “Chung ta sé kiém chitng lai 16i khai
d6é cua anh ta. Du vay t6i khong nghi anh ta dang noi déi. Nhung anh ta
cling sé phai khai ro anh ta da lam gi & Fernly t6i d6. To6i thdy c6 vé nhw
ching ta da tém dugc ké tong tién roi. Co ma, néu cau chuyén anh ta ké la
dung, thi anh ta han da khong thé c6 dinh dang gi dén viéc giét ngudi. Lic
bi bat trén ngwdi anh ta chi c6 mwdi bang thoi, chit khong hé c6 cuc tién nao
ca. Toi doan bon muoi bang kia da dwoc dua cho anh ta - du s6 lwgng tién
gidy con lai thi khong khép lam, nhwng tat nhién hoan toan c6 kha nang anh
ta da tiéu mat mot khoan trudc d6 roi. Ong Ackroyd chic chdn di dua tién
cho anh ta, anh ta cam tién la chuon luoén. Ma chuyén Kent la sinh quan cta
anh ta la sao vay? Cai ho Kent dé thi lién quan gi ¢ day chi?”

“Hoan toan chang c6 gi dau.” Poirot 6n ton dap. “Chi 1a chit suy doan
nho nho cua t6i 4y ma. T6i thi t6i von noi tiéng vdi may tro suy doan nho
nho nhw vay r6i.”
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“That thé sao?” Raglan noi, c6 gang sam soi 6ng tham t&r bang con mat
hiéu ky.

Vién Dai uy chgt pha 1én cuoi, “Toi da nghe thanh tra Japp noi cau do
nhiéu lan roi. Ngai Poirot va mdy tro suy doan nho nhé ctia 6ng ta! Thé nao
ong ta cling sé ndi: may kha nang ky la d6 vugt qua tam hiéu biét cua t6i,
nhwng lan nao nhitng tro dy ciling tring phoc.”

“Anh lai ché giéu t6i r6i.” Poirot mim cuwdi, néi. “Nhuwng ma thoi, khong
sao. Roi anh xem, d6i khi ngudi tré cwdi hom tredc, hom sau dén 16p gia
ching t6i cuoi day.”

ROi ong ta gat gat dau vdi ho, ra vé tham tram uyén béc, va di thang ra
ngoai duong.

T6i va Poirot an trra cung nhau & mét khach san. Gio thi t6i biét chac
rang toan bd vu 4n da sang to trudc mét ong. Ong ay da c6 duge dau méi
cudi cung minh can dé lan dén chan twdng sy that.

Nhung cling lac do toi cling nhan ra mot sy that khac. Toi da danh gia qua
cao thai do ty tin ctia 6ng ta & moi thoi diém, va dong thoi toi cling da mac
nhién cho rang nhitng chi tiét kho hiéu trong mat t6i thi chac han véi 6ng ay
cling vay.

Cau do6 héc buia nhat véi toi chinh 1a ga Charles Kent da lam gi & Fernly.
Hét lan nay dén lan khac, t6i dat cau héi dé ra trong dau va mai van khong
nhan dugc cau trd 10i hay ly gidi nao thoa dang. Cudi cung t6i danh danh
lidu hoi do ¥ kién cta Poirot. Ong ta tra 101 ngay tap Iu,

“Ban toi gi“, toi thi toi khong do doan, ma la t6i biét.”

“That sao?” To6i hoi, giong ngo vuc.

“Pung thé, gio néu t6i nbi rang anh ta da dén Fernly dém dé vi anh ta
duwgc sinh ra & Kent, thi chac 6ng chang thdy c6 lién quan gi, c6 phai
khong?”

T6i nhin 6ng ta khéng chép mat.

“Tat nhién, t6i thay chang lién quan gi cd.” T6i dap, chang té chuit hao

’,

hing.
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“A!” Poirot kéu 1én, v& théng cdm. “Cha cha, ciing khong sao. T6i van
gilt nguyén y kién ctia minh.”
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CHUONG 19
FLORA ACKROYD

Sang hom sau, t6i vira m&i vé dén nha sau mot lwgt tham kham bénh nhan
nhu thuong 1€ thi chgt nghe thanh tra Raglan goi véi theo. T6i dirng xe lai,
dgi vién thanh tra di 1én. Ong ta mé& 16i trude, “Chao budi sang, bac si
Sheppard. Cha cha, chitng ct* ngoai pham kia hoan toan chinh xac.”

“Cua Charles Kent ha?”

“Cua Charles Kent. Co phuc vu quan Dog and Whistle, tén la Sally Jones,
cO ta van nhé nguyén anh ta hom dé. T6i gio ra sau tam hinh khac nhau, co6
ta nhan dung madt anh chang nay. bing la muoi gio kém mudi lam anh ta
buwdc vao quan, va Dog and Whistle nam cach biét thy Fernly hon mot dam
that. Co gai do cé ndi trén ngwoi anh ta lic dé c6 rat nhiéu tién - cd dy thay
anh ta rut ra cd mot xap tién gidy tw trong tdi. C6 phuc vu hoi ngac nhién,
nhin thdy hang nguwoi nhu anh ta, chan di giay bong lodng. Mon do s tién
bon muoi bang tiéu vao vira van.”

“Anh chang do6 van khong chiu giai thich ly do chuyén tham dén Fernly
ngay hom do a?”

“Ga do6 1o la citng dau citng ¢o. T6i da néi chuyén dién thoai véi Hayes &
Liverpool sang nay.”

“Hercule Poirot c6 ndi 6ng ay biét dugc ly do ga thanh nién dén do t6i
xay ra an mang.” Toi nhd lai.

“Ong ta c6 néi sao?” Vién thanh tra reo 1én hao hiing.

“Cé.” Toi dap ma giong buc boi. “Ong ay néi cau ta dén do béi vi cau ta
dwoc sinh ra ¢ Kent.”

T6i bong thay long nhe nhdm han khi c6 ai d6 san sé cai cam giac minh la
ga ngoc de nang sudt tir hom qua dén nay.

Raglan mat miii ngo ngac, nhin téi khé hiéu mot hoi. R6i mat 6ng ta gian
ra mot nu cuwodi tinh quai, tay vo manh 1én tran nhw mdi ngd ra diéu gi,
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“Nhung hin d3 dén day. Téi c6 lic ciing tirng nghi nhv thé. Oi 6ng ban t6i
nghiép, vay nén ong ay mdi phai tir bé tat cd ma lui vé chon nay. Viéc riéng
trong gia dinh, han 1a thé. Ong dy c6 mot thing chau trai, dau 6c ciing khong
duwgc binh thwong 1am, nhw 6ng ta vay.”

“Poirot c6 chau bi thé sao?” Toi ngac nhién héi lai.

“Cé6. Ong ay chwa bao gi®d nhdc dén chuyén nay véi dng sao? Tdi nhé
khong nham thi thang bé kha la ngoan ngodn dé bao, nhwng ma lai bi ham
ham dé do, toi lam.”

“Ai ndi cho ong biét vay?”

Mot lan nita, nu cwoi nhéch mép lai hién 1én trén gwong mat thanh tra
Raglan.

“Chi gai cau, co6 Sheppard chtt ai, co dy ké hét cho to6i vu nay.”

Qua thyc, Caroline ding la hét sitc phi pham. Chij ay sé khong bao gio an
ngon ngu yén cho dén khi dao x6i bang dwgc nhitng bi mat kin ké nhat cta
gia dinh nguwoi ta. Bang tiéc la t6i chang bao gid c6 thé cay dugc vao dau 6c
chi minh cai nguyén tac lich sy co ban nhat, dé la c6 nhitng chuyén chi nén
gitt rieng cho minh biét.

“Lén xe di, thanh tra.” T6i noi, tay véi ra mé ctra. “Chuing ta sé cung dén
Larches va cap nhat cho 6ng ban Bi cta chung ta tin t&’c méi nay.”

“Pugc thoi, toi tan thanh. Xét cho cung thi du 6ng ta c6 hoi gan doé that
nhung cling nhd 6ng ay nhac chit tht thuat ma t6i biét dwgc vu dau van tay.
Ong 4y ludn quan tdm dén anh chang Kent nay, nhung ai ma biét duoc, 15
dau dang sau do c6 cai gi dé hitu ich cho diéu tra thi sao.”

Poirot chao dén chiing t6i bang phong thai lich sy vui vé nhw thudng Ié.

Ong ta ling nghe thong tin ma chiing tdi dem dén, thinh thoang gat gat
dau. Vién thanh tra két thic cau chuyén, hoi a ra, “Co6 vé khong cé gi dang
nghi ding khéng? Mot ga khong thé vira udng rugu trong quan vira giét mot
ngwoi ngbi cach ddy ca dam dugc.”

“Cac ong da tha anh ta chwa?”
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“Van chua biét chiing t6i con c6 thé lam gi khac hay khong. Chung t6i
khong thé giam git anh ta chi vi t6i ltra ddo chiém doat tién duge. Chang c6
bang chitng chét tiét nao.”

Vién thanh tra buc titc quang mét que diém vao vi sat 10 swdi. Poirot nhat
né 1én va dit trd ngay ngin vao mot chiéc hop dung diém nho nhé. Ong ta
chi may moéc lam vay, chit nhw t6i quan sét, dau 6c 6ng dy ro rang dang van
vo tan dau. Cubi cung vi tham t¥ 1én tiéng, “Néu t6i la cac ong, thi t6i sé
chua vQi tha ngay cau Charles Kent do.”

“Y 6ng la sao?”

Raglan nhin Poirot do xét.

“Thi nhu toi ndi do. Toi sé khong tha anh ta voi.”

“Ong khong dinh néi 1a anh ta c6 dinh dang gi dén vu giét ngudi dé chi?”

“Toi nghi c6 thé 1a khong, nhuwng van chwa ai thé néi chac dugc diéu gi.”

“Nhung chang phai to6i mdi n6i véi 6ng la...”

Poirot gio tay ngan phéan doi, “Bung_thé, dung_thé, t6i c6 nghe. To6i dau c6
di€c hay bi ngo nghéch, ta on Chua long thanh. Nhung 6ng thay ddy, ngay tu
dau 6ng da tiép can van dé t sai, sai... hudng, tir dé c6 ding khong nhi?”

Vién thanh tra kho chiu nhin 6ng ta, “T6i khong biét tir dau ma 6ng c6 cai
suy nghi dy. Nay nhé, chiing ta déu biét 6ng Ackroyd con song vao lic mudi
gi® kém mudi 1dm. Ong ciing thira nhan 1a nhw thé, c6 phai khéng?”

Poirot nhin d6i phwong mot gidy, roi lac dau, miéng cudi toét:

“T6i chang thira nhan diéu gi ma chwa... dwgc chitng minh!”

“Thi chung ta da cé da chitng ci roi day thoi. Ching ta cé 16i khai ctia c6
Flora lam bang chitng.”

“Rang co6 ay vao chtc bac ¢6 dy ngu ngon sao? Nhung toi, t6i khong hoan
toan tin moi 10i ndi ctia quy c6 ay vdi toi dau, khong he, du cd ay cé xinh
dep va quyén rii dén ¢ nao di chang nita.”

“Nhung guwom da, ong ban, Parker cé nhin thay co6 dy buwéc ra khéi ctra
phong ma.”
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“Khong.” Poirot bat chot cao giong phan doi. “Van dé nam & nhitng viéc
ma anh ta khong thdy dy. Toi da ty kiém ching lai diéu nay bang thw
nghiém nho nhé hom no r6i, 6ng c6 nhé khong, bac si? Parker thdy co ay
ditng & bén ngoai ctra, tay co ay dit trén ndm chét cra. Ong ta khong thuc
su thay co 4y tir trong phong budc ra.”

“Nhung... cd ay con c6 thé & dau trudce luc do co chi?”

“Co lé ¢ cau thang.”

“Cau thang?”

“Pé la chit suy luan cua t6i... ding thé.”

“Nhung cau thang dy chi dan 1én phong ngu 6ng Ackroyd ma thoi.”

“Chinh xac.”

Vién thanh tra nhin tran tréi, “Ong cho 1a c¢6 ay da 1én phong ngt bac
minh sao? Cha, tai sao lai khong nhi? Sao c6 ta phai n6i doi lam gi?”

“A! D6 chinh la cau hoi mau chét ddy. Cai doé con tuy thudc vao viéc co
ay da lam gi trén phong, cé ding khong?”

“Y ctia 6ng la... mén tién sao? Guom dd, 6ng dang muén am chi co
Ackroyd chinh la ké da 1ay trom bon muoi bang dé sao?”

“T6i chang am chi gi cd.” Poirot dap. “Nhung t6i xin nhac 6ng nhg. Cudc
song trudc day cua hai me con nha doé chang dé dang gi dau. C6 bao nhiéu la
héa don phai giai quyét, ho luon phai vat 1o6n véi may mon tién nhé lat vat.
Roger Ackroyd von lai la ngwoi chi li chuyén tién bac. C6 Flora chac chan
da 1am vao dwong cung vi mot khodn tién ciing khong 16n lam. Cac 6ng cé
thé tv doan ra chuyén gi xady ra lic ddy. Co Flora ldy tién, roi di xudng cau
thang nho. Dén gilta cau thang thi c6 nghe duwgc tiéng ly chén khe khé va
vao nhau tir sanh vong vao. Co6 ay lap tirc hiéu ngay am thanh dé la gi:
Parker dang di 1én phong lam viéc. Bang moi gia c6 Flora khong dugc dé
nguwoi khac bat gap minh dang & cau thang, vi Parker sé khong quén diéu
nay, va anh ta sé thay sy hién dién cua c6 ay ¢ doé that bat thwong. Néu so
tién bi mat, Parker chac chac sé nhé da nhin thdy co Flora dang buéc xuéng
cau thang dy. Co ay chi c6 dua thdoi gian chay xuéng ctra phong lam viéc, tay
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dat 1én nam chét cira, lam diéu bé c6 ay mébi budc ti trong ra khi Parker
xuat hién & hanh lang. Vi qua bat ngo, Flora chi kip &ng phé bang suy nghi
dau tién hién ra trong dau, do la lap lai yéu cau ctia Roger Ackroyd lic t6i,
roi sau dé vé phong minh.”

“Phai, nhung sau do6,” vién thanh tra van khang khang, “c6 ay chac phai
hiéu ra sy that trong hoan canh nay hé trong dén mitc nao ch? Toan bd vu
viéc giét bac c6 ay déu dya vao diém then choét nay ma!”

Poirot noi, giong tho o, “Sau doé thi thua c6 Flora c6 gap chut kho khan.
Co chi nghe gia nhan bao la canh sat dang & d6 va da c6 mot vu trom xay ra.
Theo 1€ tw nhién, c6 ay két luan ngay rang vu trdom mon tién d6 da bi phat
hién. Suy nghi duy nhét cta c6 ta la c¢ mot mue khai theo cau chuyén minh
bia ra. Khi biét dugc 6ng bac ctia minh da chét khi c6 ay lén con hodng loan.
Cac c6 gai tré thoi nay khong dé ngat xiu néu nhw khéng vi mot con chan
dong cuwc ky manh dau, thua 6ng. La vay do. Ba trot dam lao thi phai theo
lao, c6 Flora budc phai khai theo cau chuyén ctia c6 ay dung lén, bang
khong thi sé phai thd nhan tat cd. Va mé6t co géi tré dep thi sé khong thich
thtra nhan minh la mot tén trom, ddc biét la trudc mat nhitng nguwoi ludn ton
trong va nguong mo co. Co ay thi khong hé mudn danh mat nhitng tinh cam
do.”

Raglan giang nam dam uynh xudng ban, ca quyét, “T6i khong tin chuyén
nay. N6... n6 khong c6 chit co sé nao cd. Ma 6ng... ong da biét chuyén
ngay tir dau dén gio sao?”

“T6i da nghi dén kha nang nay ngay tir dau.” Poirot thita nhan. “T6i luén
tin rang thua c6 Flora dang che gidu ching ta diéu gi dé6. Dé ty kiém chitng,
toi da thyc hién mét thir nghiém nho nho ma t6i mdi néi vai 6ng ddy. Bac si
Sheppard di cung t6i khi ay.”

“M0ot bai thit cho Parker, 6ng n6i thé ma.” T6i néi, hoi ham huc.

“Ban t6i i, nhw t6i da bao ong khi do, t6i can c6 ai do noi vai 16i.” Poirot
giong hai 106i.

Vién thanh tra ding lén, tuyén bd, “Chi con duy nhat mot cach thoi.
Chiing ta phai dén d6i chat véi quy c6 dy ngay lap titc. Ong sé& dén Fernly
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cung t6i, nhé ong Poirot?”

“Chac chan ro6i. Bac s Sheppard sé lay xe 6ng ay dwa ching ta di.”

Toi dong y ngay.

Sau khi xin gdap c6 Ackroyd, ching t6i dwgc dan vao phong choi bida.
Flora va Thiéu ta Hector Blunt dang ngoi trén chiéc ghé dai bén cira s6. Vién
thanh tra 1én tiéng: “Chao budi sang, co6 Ackroyd. Chuing t6i c6 doi 1oi xin
dwoc noi riéng voi co duge khong?”

Blunt 1ap tirc ditng day va tranh sang phong khac.

“Co chuyén gi vay.” Flora lo lang hoi. “Xin dirng di, Thiéu ta Blunt.” Roi
cd quay sang phia vién thanh tra héi. ”Ong 4y & lai day c6 dugc khong?”

“Néu nhr ¢c6 muon.” Vién thanh tra lanh lung dap. “Coé vai van dé toi co
nghia vu phai héi co, thwa c6, nhung téi thay nén no6i véi riéng co thi hon, va
toi chac chan co cling sé mudn thé khi nghe cau héi.”

Flora nhin 0ng ta trén tran. T6i thdy gwong mdt c6 bién sac sang trang
béch. Roi ¢6 quay sang néi véi Blunt, “T'6i muén 6ng & lai, lam on, vang, toi
thwe sy mudn thé. Du chuyén vién thanh tra can néi vdi toi 1a gi di chang
nita, thi t6i van muén 6ng nghe no.”

Raglan nhun vai chao thua.

“Cha, néu c6 mudn thi c& vay di. Gio thi, c6 Ackroyd, ong Poirot day da
dé xuat vdi t6i mot kha nang. Theo y cia ong dy, co6 da khong hé vao phong
lam viéc t6i hém thit Sau, rang c6 khong hé gap ong Ackroyd dé chiic nga
ngon, ma thay vi & phong lam viéc, co khi dé6 dang di xuéng cau thang tw
phong ngu cta bac c6 thi nghe thay tiéng Parker di qua sanh.”

Flora 1ap tizc chuyén anh nhin sang Poirot. Ong ay gat dau lai véi co.

“Thua c6, ngay hom trudce khi tat ca chiing ta cung ngoi lai quanh ban, t6i
da c6 y khan nai ¢6 hdy trung thuec véi tdi. Néu cé chuyén gi khong chiu ké
v6i bo gia Poirot nay thi ong ta cling sé tim ra. C6 phai nhu thé khong? Co
thay ddy, toi sé nhe nhang vdi c6 chuyén nay. Co da lay s6 tién dd, c6 phai
khong?”

“So tién d6?” Blunt kéu 1én kinh ngac.
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Mot khoang im lang kéo dai chirng mot hai phuit.

Roi Flora ditng day va noi, “Ong Poirot néi ding. To6i da 1ay tién. Toi da
an trom. T6i la m6t tén trom, dang thé, mot tén trom tam thwdng nho ban.
Gio thi cac ong da biét. Téi mirng vi chuyén nay cudi cung ciling da dugc
sang t6. May ngay qua that la mét con a&c mong!”

Chot ¢6 ngo6i thup xudng, hay tay 6m 1ay mat, giong néi khan duc lot qua
ké tay, “Cac ong khong biét cudc song cia t6i né6 mét moi nhw thé nao ké tw
khi biéc chan vao can nha nay dau. Ao wdc nhiéu thi, roi phai bay ké dé co
duwgc chung, déi tra, Itva loc, hét hoa don nay dén héa don khac don dap,
su6t ngay phai khat 1an khat 1ita... 6i! T6i caAm ghét chinh minh moi khi nghi
dén n6! Pay chinh la diém chung khién t6i va Ralph dén vdi nhau. Ca hai
ching t6i déu la nhitng con ngudi yéu nhuwgc! T6i thau hiéu anh ay, t6i thong
cam cho anh dy - béi vi sau tham bén trong, t6i cling nhw thé. Chang ai trong
hai ngudi ching téi di manh mé dé ditng m6t minh. Chuing t6i déu la nhitng
sinh vat yéu dudi, khon kho va hén ha.” C6 ngudc 1én nhin Blunt va bong
giam chan tic gian: “Tai sao 6ng lai nhin t6i nhw thé, nhw thé la 6ng khong
dam tin vay? Co thé t6i la mot tén trém that - nhwng du sao gio thi toi da
dugc la con nguoi that. Toi sé khong phai néi doi nita. T6i sé khong phai gia
vO la kiéu con gai ma ong thich, tré trung, ngay tho va trong sang. Toi khong
quan tam 6ng c6 mudn nhin thay toi nita hay khéng. T6i cam ghét ban than
toi, khinh thwong chinh t6i - nhwng c6 mot diéu ma cac 6ng phai tin t6i, néu
noi ra sy that khi dé6 ma c6 thé gitp gi cho Ralph, t6i san sang ndi ra tat ca.
Nhuwng t6i da chitng kién moi thi tir dau va nhan thay rang nhw thé sé chang
gitip gi dugc cho Ralph, thdm chi né con khién vu an nay cang thém bat lgi
cho anh dy hon bao gi® hét. T6i sé khong bao gio lam gi ton hai cho Ralph
chi dé bao che cho ban than minh.”

“Ralph.” Blunt cat 16i. “T6i hiéu r6i... luén luon la Ralph.”

“Ong khong hiéu.” Giong Flora da dén mtc tuyét vong. “Ong s& khong
bao gio hiéu duwgc dau.”

CO quay sang vien thanh tra, “Gi0 thi toi thira nhan moi chuyén; toi da
1am vao canh khanh kiét dén mirc kiét qué. T6i khong hé gap bac toi t6i hom
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do ké tw khi 6ng ay roi ban an. Con vé moén tién do, cac ong co6 thé lam bat
ct? tha tuc diéu tra nao cac 6ng mudn. Pang nao chuyén gio cling da dén
mic nay roi!”

R6i bat chot Flora lai 0a khoc lan nita, hai tay tp 1én mat va chay ao ra
khoi phong.

“Vay ra,” giong vién thanh tra khong chut xtic dong, “chuyén la thé do.”

Ong ta c6 vé hoi hoang mang, nhw ngudi bi mat phuong hwéng, khong
biét nén lam gi tiép theo.

Blunt bwéc 1én, néi nho, “Thanh tra Raglan, s6 tién d6 do ong Ackroyd
dwa cho t6i vi c6 viéc dac biét can dén. C6 Ackroyd chwa bao gio dung vao
dé. Khi co ay néi la do cb6 ay, that ra la c6 Ackroyd dang néi d6i dé chong
do cho Dai 1y Paton day. L.oi t6i n6i mdi la sy that, va toi san sang ra & toa
va tuyén thé dé bao chitng cho nhitng gi minh noéi.”

ROi 6ng hoi cui giat xuoéng, van diéu bo dit khoat kiéu quan doi do, va
quay ngoat di, budc ra khéi can phong.

Poirot chgt vut chay theo ong ta. Vi tham tr bat kip Blunt trong sanh,
“Thua 6ng - xin cho mot phtt, t6i xin ngai, néu ngai rong lwgng cho t6i.”

“Sao vay, thra ngai?”

Blunt o rang 1a dang mat kién nhan. Ong ditng lai v6i vé mién cudng buc
bdi v&i Poirot. Poirot lién vao thang van dé, “La thé nay. T6i khong hé bi
cau chuyén twéng twgng cta 6ng danh ltra dau. Khong, khong hé. Sy that la
chinh c6 Flora da 14y s6 tién d6. Nhung du sao di chang nita, cau chuyén
ong twdng twong ra cling khéo lam, toi rat hai long. Hanh dong 6ng vira lam
that cao ca. Ong 1a ngwdi nhanh tri ma dién ciing nhanh nita.”

“Ong tin hay khong thi tily, tdi ching quan tdm, cdm on 6ng.” Blunt lanh
lung dap.

R6i 6ng ta tranh ngwdi lan nita, chuan bi sap bé di, nhwng Poirot 16 rang
khong hé thay bi xtic pham, van cuong quyét kéo canh tay ong ta lai.

“A! Nhung 6ng phai nghe t6i day. T6i con c6 diéu nay can no6i. Ngay hom
tredc toi da cé nhac dén nhitng chuyén moi ngudi dang che gidu. Rat tot,
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ngay tit ban dau dén gio to6i da nhan ra 6ng cling c6 diéu mudn gidu. Quy co
Flora, 6ng yéu c6 ay bang ca trai tim. Ngay tir gidy phut dau tién 6ng gap co
ay, c6 phai khong? Oi! Ping ngai khi néi dén nhitng chuyén thé ndy - tai
sao nhitng nguoi song trén dat Anh nay ldc nao ciing nghi can tranh nhac
dén tinh yéu, nhu thé d6 1a bi mat gi d6 dang hé then 1dm vay? Ong yéu thua
c6 Flora. Ong da dung moi cach dé che gidu tinh cam dé trwdc mit moi
ngwoi. Lam thé 1a tot - ding la nén lam nhw thé. Nhung hdy nghe 101 khuyén
cta Hercule Poirot nay: dirng che gidu tinh cam dé vd&i chinh ¢6 ay.” Khi
Poirot bat dau noi, Blunt té 10 vé ho hitng, nhwng nhitng 16i cudi dwong nhw
da khién 6ng ay khong thé thd o dugc nita.

“Ong néi thé 1a sao?” Ong ta dot ngdt hoi.

“Ong nghi rdng c6 ay yéu cau Pai Gy Ralph Paton -nhung tdi, Hercule
Poirot nay, cé thé cam doan vé&i 6ng khong phai la vay dau. Quy c6 Flora
chdp nhan Dai 1y Paton chi dé lam vira long bac c6 dy, va béi vi c6 dy coi
cudc hon nhan nay nhuw mét co hoi dé thoat khéi cudc song tu ting, ngot
ngat ¢ day. Co Flora mén cau ta, va gitta hai nguoi la sy cam théng va thau
hiéu sau sac lan nhau. Nhung tinh yéu thi hoan toan khong hién hitu! Nguoi
thua co6 Flora dem long yéu khong phai la Pai uy Paton.”

“Ong noi vay c6 y cai quai quy gi thé?” Blunt héi.

T6i nhan thdy gwong mat ram nang cua ong do birng lén.

“Ong c6 mit ma nhw mu, thua 6ng. Mu! Co géi dy, tuy con tré nhung 1a
nguoi co long trung thanh. Ralph Paton dang trong con hoan nan, lvong tam
c6 ay khong cho phép o dy bé roi anh ta.”

T6i nhan thady da dén lic minh can phai gop 16i vao dé gitp chuyén to6t
dep nay t6i bg t6i bén, bén lam vé hao hitng xen vao, “Chi t6i c6 néi véi toi
toi hém r6i 1a Flora chua tirng dé tam dén mot xu ctia Ralph Paton, va sé
khong bao gid quan tdm. Chi t6i luon luén ding trong may chuyén nay.”

Blunt ching thém dé y dén thién chi cta t6i, chi néi véi Poirot, “Ong c6
thwe s nghi rang 1a...” 6ng ta bat dau, roi bé ltrng cau noi.

Blunt von la kiéu nguwdi khong c6 tai an néi, 6ng ay ludn phai vat 16n dé
chap noi tir ngit dién td suy nghi cia minh. Poirot thi lai khong biét tat do
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cta Blunt, lién néi ngay;

“Néu dong con nghi ngo t6i, thi c& thir tw hoi 6 ay di, thua 6ng. Nhung c6
1€ 6ng khong con quan tdm dén... chuyén moén tién bi mat do...”

Miéng Blunt thét ra cai gi d6 giong nhw mét nu cuwdi, nhung lai day tic
gian, “Ong nghi t6i s& dé bung chuyén d6 dé din vit co ay sao? Roger von
la mot ga ludn khé chiu chuyén tién nong. Co ay da bi roi vao canh khé xt
va khong dam néi v6i ong ta. That la mot co6 gai dang thwong. Mot co gai
don doc dang thvong.”

Poirot nhin ra phia canh ctta bén héng day an y, lam bam, “Quy c6 Flora
hinh nhw da ra ngoai vuon thi phai.”

“T6i that 1a mot ga ngu ngodc da duwong.” Blunt thinh linh kéu 1én. “Ching
toi da c6 cudc noéi chuyén ky la méi day. Giong nhw vé kich Pan Mach do
vay. Nhung ong qua la mot nguoi kha kinh, 6ng Poirot. Cam on ong.”

Ong ta chop 14y tay Poirot day biét on, ndm chit dén ndi d6i phwong phai
nhan mat vi dau. R6i 6ng ta sdi budc dén canh ctra hong va di ra vuon.

“Khong han 1a ngoc da duong.” Poirot lam bam, nhe nhang xoa xoa ban
tay bi thwong. “Chi c6 mot duwong thoi - duong yéu.”
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CHUONG 20
CO RUSSELL

Thanh tra Raglan nhw vira chiu mot cd s6¢ nang né.

Tat nhién 6ng ay cling chang tin gi vao 10i n6i d6i anh hung ctu m§ nhan
cta Blunt. Raglan ca cdm khong ngtrng trén duwong trd vé lang.

“Thé la hong hét, thay doéi tat ca moi thit, tat tan tat. Khong biét la ong da
bao gio nghi dén diéu nay chwa, thia 6ng Poirot?”

“Tdi cling nghi thé, phai, tdi cling nghi vay. Ong cfing thdy ddy, t6i thi tdi
c6 thoi gian lam quen vGi y nghi nay roi.”

Con thanh tra Raglan chi mé&i duwgc chitng kién cau chuyén bay ra trwdc
mat minh cach day ntra gio, quay sang nhin Poirot khé chiu. R6i 6ng ta lai
trd vé vGi bai ca than cho cong sitc diéu tra da d6é song do bé ctia minh:

“Gio may cai bang chitng ngoai pham ay. Coi nhw viit di! Hong han. Phai
lam lai ti* dau hét. Tim hiéu xem chinh xac ti'ng ngwdi mot dang lam gi tw
chin gi¢ ba mwoi trd di. Chin gid ba muoi - gio ta sé chuyén sang tap trung
vao mdc thoi gian d6. Ong dd ding vé gi thanh nién Kent dy - ching tbi
trdc mat sé chira cho tha cau ta ngay. Gio dé toi xem xem - chin gio bon
muoi lam & quan Dog and Whistle. Néu chay nhanh cau ta c6 thé dén noi
trong vong muoi lam phut. Chi con kha nang giong nguwoi dan ong noi
chuyén véi 6ng Ackroyd ma anh Raymond nghe dwoc 1a ctia cau ta - doi tién
va bi 6ng Ackroyd tir ch6i. Nhung con c6 mot tinh tiét chwa r6 rang - anh ta
chac chan khong phai la nguwoi da goi dién t6i hom do. Nha ga nam céach
Fernly ntta dam theo hudng ngugc lai, nghia la hon mot dam rudi tinh tw
Dog and Whistle, va anh chang Kent d6 van con & quan cho dén muoi gio
muoi. Cu dién thoai chét tiét! Cit dén day la bi héc.”

“Qua dung la thé. That 1a khé hiéu.” Poirot dong tinh. “Chi c6 kha nang la
Dai uy Paton da tréo vao phong dugng minh va phat hién o6ng ay da bi giét,
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c6 1é chinh cau ta da goi dién. Chac do qua hoang loan, s¢ minh bi do t0i,
nén da chudén di. C6 thé thé, ding khong?”

“Vay tai sao cau ta con goi dién?”

“Han la van chwra chdc 6ng nha con séng hay da chét. Nghi rang minh nén
goi bac si dén do cang s6m cang tot, nhung lai khong muén tw dé 16 chan
twéng. Bung roi day, gio toi tin la thé, cac vi thdy gia thuyét do sao? Nghe
cling c6 ly d6 chi?”

Vién thanh tra won ngyc vé tw hao. Nhin vé khoai chi cua ong ta, chung
toi biét gio c6 gop y thém 101 nao thi cling v6 dung.

Vira hay xe da vé dén nha to6i. Thay nhiéu bénh nhan dang ng6i chd minh
tw Idc nao khong hay, t6i v6i vao kham ngay cho ho, va danh dé Poirot tw di
bd cung vién thanh tra vé don canh sat.

Sau khi tién bénh nhan cudi cung roi phong kham, t6i thong tha sang can
phong nhé phia sau ng6i nha ma minh goi la phan xwdng - t6i van con hét
sttc ti hao vé thanh qua chiéc dai khong day do toi ty ché. Caroline ghét
phan xwéng cuda t6i. Toi cat moi dung cu ctia minh vao can phong nho nay,
va Annie bi cam tho choi hay khay hoét vao day ma pha hoai. Pang cam cti
chinh stta chiéc dong ho bao thitc ma moi ngudi trong nha hay kéu ca la
lu6n ludn sai gio, toi giat thot khi thay canh cita bat mé va dau ctia Caroline
tho vao, “Oi! Cau day r6i, James.” Chi néi, vé trach méc. “Ong Poirot mudn
gdp cau.”

“Troi a...” T6i gat. Sy xuat hién dot ngot cua ba chi lam t6i giat minh, 16
tay danh roi mot chi tiét vao c6 mdy tinh vi ctia chiéc dong ho. “Néu 6ng ay
muon gap em, chi ct bao ong ay vao day.”

“Vao day sao?” Caroline ai ngai hoi lai.

“Vang, em noi la vao day.”

Caroline hit mot tiéng khong hai long va rut lui. Lat sau chi tré lai, dan
dwong cho Poirot, 16i trd ra, khong quén sap ctra danh ram.

“A ha! Ban hién.” Poirot lén tiéng, buwéc dén vdi hai ban tay xoa xoa vao
nhau. “Ong khéng dé thoat khéi t6i dau, dng thdy chwa!”
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“Xong viéc véi 6ng thanh tra roi chit?” Toi hoi.

“Hién tai thi r6i. Con 6ng, 6ng kham hét cac bénh nhan réi sao?”

“Vang.”

Poirot ng6i xuéng, nhin t6i, cai dau hinh qua tritng nghiéng sang mot bén,
diéu bo hi hing.

“Ong bi s6t 16i.” Ong ta 1én tiéng, “Ong van con mot bénh nhan phai
gap.

“Khong phéi 6ng day chit?” To6i ngac nhién kéu lén.

»

“A, khong phai t0i, tdt nhién. T6i thi t6i khoe nhw vam dy. Khong dau.
Noi that véi 6ng, toéi c6 mot dm muu nho nhd. Chang la t6i rat mudn gap
riéng mot nguwoi, ong hiéu cho. Ma t6i thay khong nén 16 liéu mai co dy sang
nha minh, ca lang sé ban ra tan vao - ma thi ho chac chan sé to mo néu bat
gdp quy co ay dén nha t6i, vi du sao c0 ay ciing la phu nit. Nhung riéng 6ng
thi khong sao, vi trudc day co6 dy da tirng ghé dén day kham bénh r6i.”

“Co Russell!” Tbi thot 1én.

“Chinh xdc! T6i rat mong dwgc ndi chuyén véi co ay, nén t6i da mao
muoi thay mat ong giti cho c6 &y mot 10i nhan nho nhé va hen gap ¢ phong
kham ctia 6ng roi. Ong khong burc t6i chi?”

“Ngugc lai la dang khac.” T6i noi. “Vay chac la téi dwgc phép cé mat
trong budi néi chuyén nay chir?”

“Tat nhién roi! Pay la phong kham ctia 6ng ma!”

“Ong biét day.” T6i noi, quing chiéc kim dang cAm xudng ban. “Chuyén
nay that ky la, ngoai sitc twdng tugng, toan bo cau chuyén nay. Cit moi khi
c6 tinh tiét nao m@i xuat hién la y nhu rang toan bé cuc dién sé thay doi,
giong nhu moi khi ta lac lac chiéc kinh van hoa vay. Gio thi 6ng néi t6i
nghe, sao 6ng lai néng long mudn gap c6 Russell vay?”

Poirot nhwén may, miéng lam bam, “Khéng phai 1a qua rd réi sao?”

“Ong lai thé nita.” T6i cau nhau, “Ong ludn thdy moi thit déu rd rang, roi
ct thé bo mac t6i mo mam trong ddm may mu nay.”
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Poirot 14c dau ngudy ngudy véi toi, “Ong tréu toi roi. Lay vi du vu thua co
Flora chang han. Vién thanh tra da hét sttc ngac nhién, nhung ong, ong thi
khong.”

“T6i c6 nam mo cling chang ngo c6 ay chinh la nguwoi da an trom tién ca.”
T6i phan doi.

“Cai do, thi co 1é khong. Nhung toi da quan sat vé mdt cua ong va khong
giong nhu thanh tra Raglan, 6ng khong hé biéu 16 chit kinh ngac hay kho tin
gi ca.”

T6i ngam nghi mat 1at, réi néi, “Co 1€ 6ng ding. Ngay tir dau t6i ludn cod
linh cdm Flora dang c6 che day diéu gi d6, vay nén khi sy that duoc tiét 19,
trong tham tam t6i khong hé thdy bat ngo. Nhung thanh tra Raglan thi cau
lam day, toi nghiép 6ng ay. ”

“A! Cdi dé thi phdi! Ong thanh tra ddng thwong, 6ng dy phai thay déi toan
bd nhitng suy nghi va phan doan trong dau. Toi da lgi dung lic 6ng ay dang
hoang mang dé thuyét phuc 6ng ta lam gitip t6i chit chuyén.”

“Chuyén gi thé?”

Poirot 16i tir tii ra mot t@ gidy. Trén do6 co6 viét vai chit, va 6ng ay doc to
len.

“Sau nhiéu ngay no lwc tim kiém tung tich Pai iy Ralph Paton, con trai
nuoi ctia 6ng Ackroyd tai biét thy Fernly, nan nhan x4u s6 cua vu tham kich
ngay thi Sau tuan trudc, canh sat da tim thdy Pai ty Paton & Liverpool, khi
anh ta dang trén dwong chuan bi 1én tau sang My.”

Ong gap lai t& gidy trong tay, “Ban t6i, cai ndy sé xudt hién trén bao sang
mai.”

T6i ngdy ngwdi nhin 6ng ta, mat quén chdp, “Nhung... nhung do6 dau phai
si that! Cau ta dau co6 ¢ Liverpool!”

Poirot nhin téi cudi toe toét, “Tri ndao cta 6ng hoat dong nhanh day!
Khong, canh sat khong hé tim thdy cau dy & Liverpool. Thanh tra Raglan
cling van bat dac di md&i cho phép t6i giri mau tin nay dén canh bao chi, da
thé t6i con khong thé tin twdng 6ng dy ma chia sé y dinh cia minh. Nhung
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toi da cam doan véi thanh tra rang mot khi tin nay xuat hién trén béo, két
qua nhat dinh sé hét sitc thu vi, thé 1a 6ng ay danh chiu thua, sau khi dat diéu
kién la 6ng ay sé khong chiu trach nhiém du bat ky 1y do gi di nita.”

T6i ngay nguoi nhin Poirot. Ong ta mim cuwdi dap lai. Sau cling téi tra 1o,
“T6i chiu, khong hiéu n6i 6ng dang doi cai gi sau tin nay.”

“Ong nén van dung t& bao chat xdm ctia minh di chi?.” Poirot cau mit.

Ong ta ditng ddy va dén bén chiéc ban ché tac xon 1on t6i dang ngoi.

“Ong chéc phai c6 tinh yéu v6i may méc 1dm nhi.” Poirot néi, mét nhin
qua mot lwgt dong ngon ngang ma t6i bay ra.

Ai cling c6 thu vui riéng. Toi 1ap tic khoe véi Poirot chiéc dai khong day
tw ché cia minh. Thay 6ng ta c6 vé hao hithg hudng ng, t6i bén cho 6ng ta
xem thém mot hai méon d6 khac ma toi ty phat minh, chi la may thi lat vat,
nhuwng rat hitu ich trong nha. Cudi cung 6ng ta két luan, “Lé ra ong nén di
lam nha phat minh md&i dung, cht khong phéi bac si. Nhung t6i méi nghe
tiéng chudng, bénh nhan cia 6ng tGi réi d6. Ching ta dén phong kham thoi.”

Trwdc day toi da c6 lan bi an twgng nhitng nét yéu kiéu con lwu lai trén
guwong madt ciia cO quan gia. Sang nay to6i lai ngd ngang thém mét lan nita.
Trong b vay den don gian, dang dap thanh cao, lung thang kiéu hanh, va
phong thai van day vé tu tin va doc 1ap nhuw moi khi, c6 nhin chiing t6i bang
d6i mat tham to tron, hai bén ma khéng con nhgt nhat nhw moi khi ma ttng
hong khac la. Toi hiéu rang thdi con gai, c6 Russell chac chan phai la bac
giai nhan hét sirc kiéu diém.

“Chao budi sang, thua co.” Poirot cat 16i. “Xin moi c6 ngobi. Bac si
Sheppard day that tot bung khi cho phép t6i tan dung phong kham nay dé
gap riéng co, c6 mot s6 viéc ma toi rat nong long muodn dugce trao doi véi cd
day.”

Co Russell ngoi xuéng, van binh than va lanh luing nhw moi khi. Néu
dung trong long c6 ay c6 chit boi réi nao, thi rd rang né khong hé khudy
dong dén 16p mat na bén ngoai cta c6.

“Néu 6ng cho phép thi t6i xin néi cach lam viéc thé nay hinh nhw cé hoi
la lung.” C6 nhan xét.
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“Co Russell, toi c6 tin muon bao cho c6.”

“Han vay!”

“Charles Kent da bi bat tai Liverpool.”

Guong mat c6 bat dong, chi c6 d6i mat hoi mé to, ro6i c6 hoi, giong
thoang vé thach thitc, “Theé thi sao?”

Nhung trong khodng khac do6 t6i chgt nhan ra cdm gidc quen thudc ky la
da &m anh tam tri t6i bay lau nay, c6 cai gi do trong phan &ng ctia c6 rat
giong vai thai do thach thitc ctia Charles Kent. Hai giong néi, mot khan duc
va 16 mang, mot quy phai cay doc, nhung that ky la lai c6 chung m6t am sac.
Cam giac quen thudc khi t6i gap anh ta lan dau ngoai cong biét thy Fernly
chinh 1a vi diém twong dong dén c6 Russell day.

T6i nhin sang Poirot, anh mat day kinh ngac v&i phat hién ctia minh, va
dwong nhuw 6ng ay trao cho td6i mot cai gat dau vo hinh.

Dap lai cau hoi cua co Russell, 6ng tham tr gio hai tay lén theo mot ct
chi rat Phap, nhiin nhan néi, “T6i nghi co6 thé ¢6 quan tam, vay thoi.”

“Thé thi, t6i khong dé tam lam.” C6 Russell trd 16i. “Ma rat cuc tén
Charles Kent nay la ai vay?”

“Thua co, han ta chinh la nguwdi dan 6ng da xuat hién & Fernly t6i xdy ra
an mang.”

“That sao?”

“May cho anh Kent nay la anh ta c6 bang chitng ngoai pham. Tt muwoi
gi0 kém muoi lam anh ta @ mot quan dong nguwoi cach day mot dam.”

“Pung la may cho anh ta.” C6é Russell diém nhién nhan xét.

“Nhung ching t6i van chwa biét anh ta lam gi & Fernly, vi du nhw anh ta
dén gap ai chang han.”

“T6i e la t6i khong thé gitp gi cho cac 6ng dugc ro6i.” C6 quan gia lich sy
dap. “Tai t6i chang nghe ngéng dugc diéu gi vé chuyén nay. Néu viéc chi c6
vay...”

Co Russell ngap ngirng hoi nhac nguwdi nhw sap stra ditng day. Nhung
Poirot ngan c0 lai.
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“Khéng héin chi c¢6 vay.” Ong ta diu dang néi. “Sang nay vu viéc mdi c6
thém tinh tiét mdi. Gid thi c6 vé nhu thoi diém ong Ackroyd bi ha sat khong
phai 1a muoi gio kém mudi 1am, ma cé thé 1a trede do. Tw khoang gitra chin
gi0 kém muoi, khi bac si Sheppard roi di, va muoi gio kém muoi lam.”

To6i thdy gwong mat co quan gia bong bién sac, chuyén sang mot mau
trang béch. C6 lao ngudi vé phia trudc, dang nguwdi chong chénh, “Nhung co
Ackroyd da noi... co Ackroyd da ndi...”

“C0o Ackroyd da thu nhan minh da né6i doi. C6 ay khong hé buwdc nao
phong lam viéc bubi t6i hom dé.”

“Vay thi...”

“Vay thi c6 vé nhu anh chang Charles Kent nay chinh la ngudi ma ching
ta dang tim kiém. Anh ta dén Fernly, va khong thé giai thich anh ta da lam gi
¢ doé...”

“T6i c6 thé nbdi cho cac 6ng biét cau ay lam gi & d6. Cau ay khong hé
dong dén mot soi toc trén dau ong Ackroyd, tham chi con chwa bao gio dén
gan phong lam viéc. Cau ta khong lam chuyén dé, t6i c6 thé cam doan véi
ong.”

Co Russell d6 nguoi vé phia trege. Cai than thai dinh dac sat da thuong
ngay cudi cung cling da sup do hoan toan. Vé s¢ hai va tuyét vong gio day
ngu tri trén guwong mat co.

“Ong Poirot! 6ng Poirot! 6i, xin hay tin t5i.”

Poirot ditng day va budc dén bén c6, ban tay 6ng ta vo nhe xudng c6 va
an ui.

“Co chi... c6 cht, toi sé tin c6. Toi budc phai khién c6 néi ra, cd hiéu

»

cho.
Trong giay lat co bung lén nghi ngo, “Nhitng 16i 6ng vira noi c6 phai sy
that khong?”
“Rang Charles Kent la bi tinh nghi giét ngwoi? Bung, do 1a sy that. Chi c6
cd méi citu duge cau ta ma théi, bang cach néi cho ching t6i biét ly do cau
ta co mat ¢ Fernly.”
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“Cau ta dén day dé gap t6i.” Co hap tdp noi, giong nho di. “Toi da ra
ngoai dé gap...”

“O trong can nha nghi mat, co, toi biét.”

“Lam sao ma 6ng biét?”

“Thua co, cong viéc cia Hercule Poirot 1a biét dwgc moi thit ma. Toi biét
c6 da ra ngoai dau gio t6i hom do, rang c6 da dé lai mét 10i nhan trong can
nha nghi mat, thong bao thoi gian nao co sé c6 mat tai do.”

“Pung, toi da lam thé. T6i c6 nghe tin tir Charles, bao rang sap tGi day.
To6i khong dam dé cau 4y vao trong nha. T6i da trd 10i lai theo dia chi
Charles gui cho t6i va néi chung toi sé gap nhau ¢ can nha nghi mat, va mo
ta ti mi duwong di 16i lai dé Charles c6 thé tim ra nita. R6i sau do t6i sg la
Charles sé khong chiu kién nhan doi & do, nén t6i da chay ra ngoai va dé lai
mot manh gidy ghi toi sé cé mat tai d6 lic chin gid muwoi. Khong mudn gia
nhan trong nha thdy minh, nén t6i da chui ra bang 16i ctra s6 phong tiép
khach. Khi quay lai t6i dung phdi bac si Sheppard, t6i nghi 6ng ay sé ldy lam
la. Luc ay t6i thd hon hén vi méi phai chay xong. T6i khong hé biét la 6ng
dy duwgc moi dén an t6i hom dé.” Co dirng lai.

Poirot dong vién, “Tiép tuc di. C6 da ra ngoai gap cau ay lac chin gio kém
muoi. Hai ngudi da noi gi voi nhau.”

“Chuyén nay khé néi lam. Ong thay ddy...”

“Thuwa c6.” Poirot ngat 16i. “Trong chuyén nay t6i phdi biét toan bd su
that. Nhitng gi co ké véi chiing té6i hom nay sé khong bao gio di xa hon bén
btrc twong nay. Bac si Sheppard sé gitt kin cau chuyén nay, va toi cling vay.
Hay hiéu rang t6i sé giip cd. Cau Charles Kent nay, cau ta la con trai cd, c6
phai khong?”

Co gat dau, mat do birng.

“Khong mot ai biét cd. Chuyén do tw lau lam... rat 1au roi... t héi &
Kent. T6i khi ay chwa két hon...”

“Vay nén co 14y tén caa hat d6 dé lam ho cho cau ay. T6i hiéu r6i.”
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“T6i phai lam viéc. Toi c6 gang chi tra tién an va tién & cho thang bé. To6i
chwa bao gio néi véi Charles toi 1a me n6. Nhung thang bé 16n 1én lai thanh
huw héong, udng rugu, roi con nghién nita. T6i lai cd lo tién cho né di Canada.
Mot hai nam nay t6i khong nghe tin titc gi tir Charles. Thé ro6i, bang cach
nao do, thang bé biét duwgc t6i la me nd. N6 viét thw xin tién t6i. Cudi cung,
toi nghe no ndi la dang tré vé nuwdc. N6 ndi la sap dén gap to6i ¢ Fernly nay.
T6i khong dam dwa n6 vao trong nha. T6i luén dwgc ngwoi ta hét sitc... hét
strc kinh trong. Néu 16 dé ai dé sinh nghi, thi thé nao vi tri quan gia cua t6i
cling sé lung lay. Vay nén t6i da dé lai 16i nhan cho thang bé nhu t6i md&i n6i
véi cac ong day.”

“Va sang hom do c6 dén day dé gap bac si Sheppard?”

“Vang. To6i da mudn biét liéu cé thé lam duwge gi khong. Charles khong
phai la thang bé huw hong, cho dén khi n6 sa vao nghién ngap.”

“T6i hiéu r6i.” Poirot no6i. “Gio chiing ta tiép tuc véi cau chuyén di. T6i
do6 cau ta dén can nha nghi mat?”

“Pung thé, Charles dgi t6i ra gap. N6 rat 16 mang va cuc can. T6i da phai
dem theo tat ca so tién minh c6 va dwa cho n6. Chung t6i c6 ndi chuyén mot
chut, ro6i Charles bo di.”

“Luc d6 la may gig?”

“Chac phai tam chin gi¢ hai mwoi hay hai lam. Khi toi tré vao nha dong
h6 van chwa dén chin rudi.”

“Cau ay di 16i nao?”

“Pi thang theo 16i n6 vao, bang doan dwong mon noi ra duwong chinh &
ngay bén trong cong ay.”

Poirot gat dau.

“Thé con c0, c6 da di dau?”

“T6i trd vao nha. Thiéu ta Blunt khi ay dang di di lai lai ngoai hién nha,
vay nén toi phai di tranh sang dwong vong dén canh ctra hong. Puing liuc dé
la chin gio ba mwoi, nhw t6i c6 néi.”

Poirot gat dau lan nita, tay ghi chép lai mot hai cau vao cudn so tay nho.
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“T6i nghi vay 1a dugc roi. Ong ta n6i vé tw 1y.”

“T6i c6 phdi...” c6 Russell ngap nging. “T6i c6 phdi ké hét chuyén nay
vOi thanh tra Raglan khong?”

“Co 1@ sé phdi thé day. Nhung ching ta chwa can voi. Ching ta c@ tir tr
tirng budc, theo thit ti va phwong phap. Charles Kent van chura chinh thite bi
két toi giét nguwdi. Tinh hinh c6 thé cé nhitng bién chuyén méi, khi dé co khi
cau chuyén cua c6 khong con hé trong nita.”

Co Russell dirng day.

“Cam on 6ng rat nhiéu, 6ng Poirot. Ong that tt t& qua thuc hét siic ti té.
Ong... dng tin tdi diing khdng? Ring Charles khong hé lién quan dén vu giét
nguoi tan doc nay!”

“Co vé dén day ching ta c6 thé khang dinh rang nguwdi néi chuyén véi
ong Ackroyd trong phong doc ltc chin gio ba muoi khong thé 1a con trai cd
dwgc. Xin hdy can dam lén, thua c6. Moi viéc r6i sé dau ra day thoi.”

Co Russell ra vé, con lai t6i va Poirot ng6i lai.

“Vay chuyén la thé day.” To6i no6i. “Lan nao ching ta cling lai tr¢ vé véi
Ralph Paton. Lam thé nao ma 6ng phat hién ra c6 Russell mégi chinh la
ngwdi ma Charles Kent dén giip? Ong dé y thdy nét twong dong sao?”

“T6i da suy doan co ay c6 lién hé véi mot ngwdi dan 6ng nao do tir lau,
tredc ca khi ching ta gap truc tiép anh ta co. Ngay tr lic chiing ta tim thay
chiéc 16ng ngong do6. Chiéc 16ng ngong khién t6i nghi dén thudc phién, va
toi c6 nhd 101 ké cta 6ng vé budi sang co6 Russell ghé dén cho 6ng. Sau do
toi tim thay bai viét vé cocaine trong t0 bao sang hém dé. Tat ca dwong nhw
da ro. C6 Russell sang hom dy da nghe tin titc vé ai do, mot nguwdi bi nghién
thudc phién, r6i c6 dy doc dwoc bai bao, va dén héi 6ng mot s6 cau tham do.
Co ta c6 nhac dén cocaine, vi chu dé bai bao la vé cocaine. Sau do, khi 6ng
t6 ra qua quan tam, co6 dy nhanh choéng lai sang cac cau chuyén tham tr va
nhitng loai thudc doc khong dé lai dau vét. T6i da nghi ngo do han phdi la
con trai hodc anh em trai, hodc m6t mé6i quan hé rang budc khéng mong
muon nao do. A! Nhung gio toi phéi di. Bén gio an truwa roi.”

“O lai an trwa cting chting tdi ludn di.” Toi goi .
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Poirot lac dau, nhay mat tinh quai.

“Khong nén thém mot bita nita hom nay. T6i khong nén bat thua co
Caroline phdi an chay trong hai ngay lién tiép dwoc.”

T6i chgt nhan ra rang kho cé thit gi trén doi qua duwgc mat Hercule Poirot.
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CHUONG 21
MAU TIN TREN BAO

Caroline, tat nhién, nhin thay c6 Russell di vao phong kham. T6i da tién liéu
dwgc chuyén nay, va da chuan bi san mot kich ban cong phu vé khép goi dau
nhitc ctia c6 Russell. Nhuwng Caroline lai khong cé hitng chat van lic nay. Ly
1é chi 4y dwa ra la chi da biét rd c6 Russell dén day dé lam gi va td6i mdi la
ngwoi khong hiéu chuyén.

“Pé moi tin tr cau.” Caroline ca quyét. “Dé moi tin titc t cau, theo mot
cach vo liém si nhat, t6i chac chan ludn. Birng c6 ngat 16i. T6i dam ca la cau
tham chi con khong hé hay biét la co6 ta dang lay thong tin tir cau co. Pan
ong that hét sitc don gian. Co ta biét cau la canh tay phdi ctia 6ng Poirot, thé
nén tim cach do héi tin titc. Cau c6 biét t6i nghi gi khong James?”

“Cai dé6 trinh d6 ctia em khong thé twdng tuwgng ra noi dau. Pau oc chi
nghi ra duwgc qua nhiéu thi¢ phi thwdng ma.”

“Mia mai nguoi khac chang t6t lanh gi dau. Toi nghi c¢6 Russell biét rat ro
vé cai chét ctia ong Ackroyd nhung khong chiu thira nhan hét.”

Ditt 10i Caroline twra Iwng vao ghé, nhin t6i dac thang.

“Chi thuc sy nghi vay sao?” Toi lo dang hoi lai.

“Hom nay sao cau u li qua, James a. Nguwoi chang cé chit sinh khi. Chac
chan Ia tai 14 gan cua cau nita day.”

Cau chuyén cta ching t6i sau dé chuyén sang may chu dé bénh tat 1at vat.

Mau tin do Poirot sang tac ding hen xuat hién trén mat bao sang ngay
hém sau. T6i hoan toan mu md vé muc dich dang sau doan tin ay, nhung tac
dong ctia n6 1én Caroline thi phai néi la rat dit doi.

Chi &y m& man bang tuyén bo, vdi do chinh xac bang khong, rang chi ay
da noi thé ngay tir dau ré6i ma. T6i nhwdn may, nhung khong phéan déi. Tuy
nhién, Caroline han thidy lwong tdm hoi can rit nén da chita lai mot chuit,
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“Co thé t6i khong néi thang ra la Liverpool, nhung toi da biét ngay la cau ay
sé co gang tron sang My. Crippen* cling da lam thé ma.”

Hawley Harvey Crippen (1862-1910) la nhan vat co that trong lich s, mot
bac si nguwoi My dén London nam 1896, vi ngoai tinh véi thw ky riéng cta
minh nén da giét chét vg réi gidu xac xudng ham rwgu trong nha. Crippen
cung co thu ky sau dé da co gang lén tau bo tron sang New York nhung
khong thanh cong. Cudi cung ong ta bi két an treo c6, con ngudi tinh cia
ong dugc x vo toi.

“Nhung khong thanh cong lam.” T6i nhac chi.

“Kho than thang bé, vay la ho da bat cau dy. Toi thady James a, cau co
nghia vu phai giip thang bé tranh an treo co.

“Chi mudn em lam gi day?”

“Thi, cau la ngwoi lam nghé y, c6 ding khong? Cau da biét Ralph Paton
t* khi cdu ta con la mot diva tré. Khong thé chiu trach nhiém tam than. Chi
can cau do thoi, han thé. Hom bita td6i md&i doc dugc la nguwdi ta song rat vui
vé Broadmoor*, né giong nhu mot cau lac bo thwong lwu vay.”

Broadmoor la mot bénh vién dac biét & mién nam nwéc Anh, chuyén ding
dé giam gitt toi pham tam than nguy hiém.

Nhung 10i cta Caroline lai nhac t6i nhé dén mot chuyén khac.

“Em khong hé biét Poirot c6 mot nguwdi chau bi khd?” Téi to mo hoi.

“Cau khong biét sao? O, 1a 6ng ay ké hét véi toi ddy. Toi nghiép thing bé.
Ca nha 6ng ay vi chuyén nay ma phién mudn sudt bay 1au nay. Bén lic nay
thi ho van giir thang bé & nha, nhung bénh tinh ngay cang tram trong dén
muc ho so sé phai gti thang bé vao mot vién nao dé.”

“Em doan la dén lic nay chac chi phai biét gan nhuw moi chuyén can biét
vé gia canh 6ng Poirot r6i nhi.” Téi bat dau hoi burc.

“Ciing gan hét.” Caroline dap, vé man nguyén. “Néu trut dwgc hét tam sy
v6&i mot ai do thi ngudi ta chac chan sé nhe nhom lam.”

“Co6 thé thé, néu ho lam nhw vay mot cach tw nguyén. Con chuyén ho c6
thich bi ai d6 qudy ray dén khi nao khai hét ra nhitng chuyén tham kin hay
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khong thi lai 1a mot van dé khac day.”

Caroline chi nhin t6i ra chiéu théng cam, theo kiéu mot con chién t vi
dao dang huwéng thu cai chét cao cd ma dan ngoai dao nhw to6i khong hiéu
duoc.

“Cau cu kin dao thai qua, James a. Cau ghét chuyén tro hay chia sé tin titc
v6i nguwoi khac, roi cau lai nghi moi ngwoi ai cling phai nhuw cau. Toi thay
minh chang bat ép ai phdi m@ mom bao gid ca. Vi du néu chiéu nay ong
Poirot c6 sang day nhuw da hita, thi c6 nam mo t6i cling khong that 1é dén
muc thac mac vGi ong ay vé vi khach dén Larches sang sém nay la ai.”

“Sang sém nay sao?” Toi hoi.

“Rat sém nhé. Trwdc cd nguoi giao sita. Pung lic to6i dang vo tinh liéc
nhin ra ctra s, tai cai man gi6 ty nhién dung dwa. La mét nguwoi dan 6ng.
Ong ta ngdi trong mot chiéc xe déng cira kin mit, nguwsi trum khan 4o su su.
Toi chang thé thdy dugc gwong mat 6ng ta. Nhung dé t6i n6i cau nghe suy
doan cua toi, roi cau xem, toi sé lai doan ding lan nita.”

“Chi doén la ai?”

Caroline chot ha giong, lam vé bi an.

“M0ot chuyén gia Noi vu.” Chi dy thi tham.

“Mot chuyén gia Noi vu.” T6i ngac nhién nhic lai. “Oi tdi oi chi
Caroline!”

“Cw nh¢ lay 10i toi, James, r6i cau sé thdy, lan nay t6i lai doan ding cho
ma xem. Cai cd Russell d6 dén day hom thit Sau vi may lo thuéc dbc cta
cau. Roger Ackroyd c6 1€ chi don giadn bi bo doc trong thitc an t6i ngay hom
do.”

T6i cuwoi pha lén.

“That ng6 ngan.” To6i kéu 1én. “Ong ay bi ddm vao c6. Chj ciing biét thé

N

ma.
“Bi dam sau khi chét, James a, dé danh lac huéng.” Caroline van qua
quyeét.
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“Qi ba chij yéu dau cta t6i.” T6i n6i. “Chinh em 1a nguoi kham nghiém tir
thi, thi em phai biét minh dang néi gi chit. Vét thwong dy khong phai bi dam
sau khi nan nhan da t& vong, ma n6 chinh la nguyén nhan dan dén cai chét,
va nhitng chuyén nhuw thé thi khéng thé nham dwoc.”

Khong chiu khuat phuc, Caroline van mot murc ra vé ta day biét tuét. Cai
kiéu do6 1am t6i khé chiu, vay nén t6i phdi tiép tuc giang giai, “Vay Caroline,
xin chi néi cho em biét, em c6 bang y khoa hay khong?”

“Cau c6 bang y khoa, cai do6 thi toi khong choi, James a. Nhung trong dau
cau lai khong hé cé chit xiu xiu tri twéng twgng nao.”

“Ong troi ban hét cho chi r6i, con dau cho em nita.” Tdi ngan ngam noi.

Budi chiéu hém do, khi Poirot qua choi nhw da hen, t6i lai dwoc dip giai
tri khi chitng kién man dan binh b6 tran cong phu ma Caroline giang ra cho
ong hang xém. Chi gai t6i, khong dam héi thang vao van deé, c6 van da moi
phuwong ké cé thé twdng twong ra dé do hdi vé chua dé vi khach bi an. Qua
anh mat hap hay tinh quai cta Poirot, t6i biét ngay la 6ng ay da hiéu ra duoc
muc dich cta ba chi minh. Khong hé nao niing, 6ng tham tr van mét mat git
nguyén vé 6n ton, mat khac van chan thanh cong hét moi ngén don cua chi
t0i, dén noi dén lwgt chi &y mat phwong hwdng, khong biét nén tiép tuc cau
chuyén nhw thé nao.

Sau khi, da tan hwdng cudc choi nho nho, ong ta dirng len va ggi y di dao.

“T6i can di bd cho ngwdi nhe nhdm mot chit.” Poirot giai thich. “Ong
cling di cung toi chw, bac si? Va co 1€ sau do, co Caroline day sé pha cho
chung ta chut tra.”

“Rat san long.” Caroline néi. “Liéu 6ng... ¢... khach ctia 6ng ciing dén
dung tra luén chi?”

“Ba that rong luwgng.” Poirot noi. “Nhung khong, ban toi dang nghi ngoi.
C6 1& hom nao ranh c6 nén sém qua lam quen vGi cau ay.”

“Hinh nhu la ban cii cua 6ng, c6 ngudi noéi vaGi téi thé.” Caroline noi, cd
gang tung ra don cam t¥ cu6i cung.

“Ho noi vay sao?” Poirot lam bam. “Cha, chiing ta nén khdi hanh thoi.”
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Cudc di dao theo hwéng dén Fernly. T6i da doan triwdc la vay. Dao nay t6i
da dan bat kip dwgc phwong phap cta Poirot. Moi hanh dong nho nhat twéng
nhw ngau nhién nhung ky thuce lai ¢6 moi lién két dén toan bo sy viéc. Cudi
cung Ong ta lén tiéng, “T6i c6 nhiém vu cho 6ng day, ban hién. T6i hom nay,
& nha t6i. T6i mudn sip xép mot cudc hop mit nho nhé. Ong sé& dén du cht,
dwgc khong?”

“Chac chan r6i.” Toi dap.

“Tét. Téi cling can m6t s6 ngwoi khac & do: ba Ackroyd, tiéu thu Flora,
Thiéu tad Blunt, anh Raymond. T6i muén 6ng lam st gid bao tin gitp t6i.
Cudc doan tu nay sé& bit dau vao ding chin gid. Ong gitp t6i moi ho dwgc
ch?”

“Rat han hanh; nhung sao 6ng khong thé tyw minh di maoi ho?”

“Bai vi ho sé hoi lai may cau: Tai sao? Dé lam gi? Ho sé doi t6i trinh bay
y dinh v&i ho. Va nhu 6ng da thdy ddy, ban hién, to6i lai khong thich phai giai
trinh nhitng y nghi ctia minh cho dén thoi diém chin mu6i.”

T6i khé cuoi. Poirot tiép 101, “Anh ban Hastings ma t6i da ké cho 6ng day,
thwdng noi to6i ¢ cdm nhw hén, chang chiu hé rang gi ca. Nhung anh ay noi
thé c6 phan bat cong. Chit thuc ra, t6i khong hé gitt kin thong tin nao riéng
cho minh. Téi chi giit nhitng danh gid ctia cd nhan t6i vé moi nguwoi xung
quanh thoi.”

“Khi nao thi 6ng muon toi giip day?”

“Ngay bay gio, néu 6ng dong y. Ching ta cling dén gan nha dé r6i.”

“Ong khong vao sa0?”

“Khong, toi thi toi sé di dao loanh quanh, gdp lai 6ng sau & cong canh
trong muoi lam phut nita.”

Toi gat dau va 1én duong lam nhiém vu. Thanh vién duy nhdt c6 mat &
nha khi t6i dén la ba Ackroyd, dang nham nhi tach tra sang. Ba dén tiép toi
v6i vé biét on.

“That cdm on 6ng qu4, bac si.” Ba néi nhé. “Nhd dng da noi rd chit van
dé nho nhé d6 véi 6ng Poirot. Nhung diing 1a hoa v6 don chi. Ong da chic
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nghe vé chuyén cta Flora phéi khong?”

“Chinh xac la chuyén gi cg?” T6i can trong héi.

“Chuyén dinh wdc mgi. Gitta Flora va Hector Blunt. Tat nhién la khong
thé dep doi bang véi Ralph duwgc. Nhung noéi cho cting, hanh phic bao gio
cling la trén hét. Con bé Flora can la mot nguwdi dan ong gia dan hon mot
chit, chitng chac va c6 thé lam cho dwa vitng chiac, ma xét ra Hector ciing
thye sy 1a nguwoi rdt dang hoang, theo kiéu riéng ctia 6ng dy. Ong da doc
duwgc tin vé Ralph bi bat giam trén bao sang nay roi ch?”

“C0. Toi c6 doc.” Toi dap.

“That kinh khing.” Ba Ackroyd nham mat va khé rung minh. “Geofrey
Raymond dang phai chay don chay dao. Phai goi dién 1én tan Liverpool.
Nhung don canh sat & dé khong chiu hé 10 thém bat cit thong tin nao véi anh
ta. Ma that ra, ho con néi la khong hé bat dwgc Ralph. Anh Raymond chac
chén tit ca chuyén nay déu la nham lan gi d6, mot... ho goi la gi nhi? Tin vit
ctia canh béo gidi. Toi da cdm moi ngwoi da dong dén chuyén nay tredc mat
gia nhan. That l1a & ché nhuc nha. Th twéng twgng néu Flora da cudi anh
chang nay roi thi khong biét con ra sao.”

Ba Ackroyd nham mat vé khoé ndo. T6i bat dau khong biét nén lam thé
nao dé chuyén 10i moi caa Poirot.

Truéc khi t6i kip mé miéng, ba Ackroyd lai tuén thém mot trang, “Ong da
¢ day hom qua phai khong, v6i cai 6ng thanh tra Raglan kinh khing ay?
Mot ké quéa v 1a hung bao. Ong ta doa cho Flora dén phat khiép, khién con
bé phai nhan la n6é da lay mén tién tir trong phong bac Roger xau s6. Ma
chuyén ky thuc rat don gian, c6 gi dau. BPtta chdu cung mudén muwgn bac
minh vai bang, nhung khéng mudn lam phién vi 6ng ay da cé 1énh nghiém
cam nhu thé. Con bé ciing tién biét bac ay cat tién & dau, nén nd c l1én
thang phong va lay du s6 tién minh can.”

“Co0 Flora giai thich nhw thé sao?” Toi hai.

“Qi bac si yéu dau cua toi, dng biét mdy dita con gai tré ngwdi non da
thwvong yéu bong via thé nao ma. Ngwoi ta mém 10i ra sao thi n6 cling chi
biét ndi theo thoi, 6ng thi chac chan la biét hét may tro thoi mién hay nhoi so
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gi gi d6 ma. Vién thanh tra da quat mang vao mat con bé, ct hét mai tir “an
cap” nhiéu lan cho dén khi Flora dang thwong bi @c ché than kinh, (hay la
phttc cam nhi? T6i rat hay nham hai tir d6 v&i nhau,) va thé 1a con bé nghi
dung la minh da an cap tién. T6i da mot 1an nhin thay tro nay roi. Nhung toi
cling phai cam on toan bd cau chuyén hiéu lam nay, vi hinh nhw nho thé ma
hai ngudi d6 dén gan véi nhau - y t6i 1a Hector va Flora ay. Va toi xin noi
ong hay t6i tirng rat lo lang vé Flora trong qua khi: thé nao ma cé lan toi da
sg@ c6 cai gi do giong kiéu thau hiéu lan nhau ndy sinh giita con bé va anh
Raymond tré tudi. Cit¥ nghi ma xem!” Ba Ackroyd ré 1én sg hai. “Mat anh
thw ky quen, trong nguoi qua thyc khong xu dinh tdi.”

“Chac ba sé soc dir doi lam.” Toi néi. “Gio thi, thwa ba Ackroyd, toi c6
mot 10i nhan tir 6ng Hercule Poirot danh cho ba.”

“Cho t06i sa0?”

Ba Ackroyd trong hoi hoang hot.

Toi vOi trdn an ba va giai thich so so vé y dinh hen gap chung moi nguoi
cua Poirot.

“Tat nhién r6i.” Ba Ackroyd néi, nhwng van hoi nghi hodc. “Néu 6ng
Poirot da ndi vay thi chac ching toi phai dén thoi. Ma tat ca chuyén nay la gi
vay? T6i muon biét trwde.”

To6i thu thye vdi ba rang ban than t6i cling khong biét nhiéu hon ba.

“Tot thoi,” cudi cung ba Ackroyd néi, van con hoi mién cuong. “Toi sé
bdo v6i nhitng ngwoi khac, ching toi sé c6 mat & do diang chin gio t6i.”

Ngay sau d6 toi ra vé, va gap lai Poirot tai diém da hen.

“T6i e la minh da ¢ d6 lau hon mwoi lam phait,” toi tong két lai. “Nhung
mot khi quy ba dang mén dé bat dau néi thi khé ma kip chen mét 16i vao.”

“Khong thanh van dé dau,” Poirot noi, ra chiéu thng cam. “Toi thi t6i da
c6 khoang thoi gian thw thai ¢ day. Khu veon nay that la tho mong.”

Chung t6i 1én duong vé nha. Ngay khi vé dén noi, ngac nhién thay, dich
than Caroline ra m@ cta. RO rang la chi dang trong ngong chung toi.

Chi dat mot ngén tay 1én mé6i. Mat day vé nghiém trong xen lan hao hic.
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“Ursula Bourne,” chi n6i, “c6 hau ban & Fernly. Co dy dang ¢ day. T6i da
moi cd dy vao phong an. Tréng co ay rat kho s@, that toi nghiép. Khang
khang doi gap 6ng Poirot ngay. Toi da lam hét sitc c6 thé. Mdi c6 ay uéng
mot tach tra nong. Nhin thdy mot c6 gai trong tinh trang tham hai nhu thé ai
ma khong dong long.”

“Trong phong an sao?” Poirot hoi.

“L6i nay,” toi ndi, tay ma& réng ctra.

Ursula Bourne dang ng6i bén ban, mat vui vao hai canh tay khoanh lai
tredc mat. Thay ching toi budc vao, c6 ngang dau 1én. Mat c6 sung hup vi
khoc.

“Ursula Bourne,” t6i lam bam.

Nhung Poirot da di 1én trudc toi, hai ban tay mé rong hwéng vé phia c6
gai.

“Khong, to6i nghi nhw thé la chwa chinh xac r6i. Bay khong phai 1a Ursula
Bourne, phai khong, con gai cta ta — ma la Ursula Paton? Phu nhan cta
Ralph Paton.”
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CHUONG 22
CAU CHUYEN CUA URSULA

Co gai lang ngudoi nhin Poirot. Thé r6i, 16p vé dé dat thuwong ngay cua co
hoan toan sup do, co gat dau va lai 0a 1én tic twédi.

Caroline lach qua t6i, nhanh chéng dén bén va vong tay 6m c6 gai, vo nhe
nhe lén vai c6 an ui.

“Pugc 16i, dugc r6i, c6 gai yéu quy cua t6i.” Giong chi nhe nhang,
“Chuyén roi dau sé c6 do thoi. Co sé thay, moi chuyén roi sé on.”

An sau bén trong ban tinh toc mach va ham buén chuyén giat gan cia
Caroline la m6t con nguwoi rat &m ap. Trong mot thoang, chi dy tham chi con
khong dé tam dén tiét 16 sitng s ctia Poirot khi nhin thay noi khon kho cta
cO gai.

Lap titc, Ursula ngoi day va lau nwdc mat, néi, “T6i that yéu dudi va ngu
ngoc qua.”

“Khong, khong hé, con gai cta ta,” Poirot diu dang. “Téat ca chung toi déu
hiéu dwgc mot tuan vira qua nang ré nhw thé nao.”

“Han c6 phai kho tam lam,” t6i néi thém.

“Va roi phat hién ra rang ong da biét,” Ursula tiép 16i. “Lam thé nao ma
ong biét dugc? Co phai Ralph ké véi 6ng khong?”

Poirot lic dau. Co gai tiép tuc, “Ong biét t6i dén day vi chuyén gi. Chinh
la céi nay...”

Co gio 1én m6t manh bao nhau nhi, va t6i nhan ra ngay do6 la mau béao c6
dang tin caa Poirot.

“Ho noi la Ralph da bi bat. Vay nén gio moi thit déu vo nghia. Toi chang
can phai che giau lam gi nita.”

“Bao chi khong phai luc nao cling la sy that dau, thua c6,” Poirot noi nho,
vé ho then. “Dau sao, tdi nghi da dén lic co6 ké ra moi chuyén. Sy that chinh
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la diéu ching ta can bay gio.”

Co gai ludng Iy, nhin 6ng ta day vé ho nghi. Poirot nhe nhang néi, “Co
khong tin t6i. Nhung du sao c6 cling da dén day tim t6i r6i, c6 phai khong?
Tai sao vay?”

“Bai vi toi khong tin Ralph la thu pham,” c6 gai li nhi néi. “Va toi nght
rang ong la mot tham t tai gidi, 6ng sé tim ra sy that. Va con...”

“Vang...?”

“T6i nghi 6ng l1a nguoi tir té.”

Poirot gat dau lia lia.

“Thé la tot, phai, thé la rat tot. Nghe nay, toi thye long tin rang chong cta
cod vo toi, nhung khong may moi tinh tiét déu khép cd. Néu t6i mubn citu
anh ta, toi phai biét hét moi thi can biét - ngay ca khi nhw thé lam cho vu
nay c6 veé bat lgi hon cho anh ta di nita.”

“Vay la ong da hiéu,” Ursula ndi.

“Vay co sé ké toan bo cau chuyén cho t6i chit? Ké tir dau.”

“T6i hy vong 6ng sé khong mai t6i ra khéi phong,” Caroline 1én tiéng, tw
kiém mot chiéc ghé banh ém &i va ngo6i xuéng. “Toi chi mudn biét,” chi ti€p
tuc, ‘la tai sao c6 bé nay lai phai gia trang lam hau ban?”

“Gia trang?” toi ngac nhién hoi.

“T6i noi thé day. Tai sao lai phai lam vay, c6 bé? Dé liéu minh danh cwoc
cuoc doi sao?”

“Pé song,” Ursula lanh nhat noi.

Pugc dong vién, c6 bat dau cau chuyén ma t6i xin dwgc khai lwgc lai nhw
sau:

Theo 10i Ursula Bourne, c6 la con trong gia dinh Ireland bay ngwoi, von
c6 dong doi quy toc nhwng bi lun bai. Sau cai chét ciia cha 6, hau hét cac co
con gai trong nha déu bi dudi ra ngoai dwong dé tw kiém tién nudi than. Chi
ca cua Ursula duge ga cho Pai uy Folliott. Ba ay chinh la ngudi t6i da dén
gdap hom Chu nhat, gio thi téi da ré can nguyén tai sao ba ay lai xau ho nhw
vay. Ursula quyét tam ty kiém tién nudi than, nhwng lai khong hitng thd 1am
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v6i nghé lam gia sw kiém bao mau, du day la cong viéc hay nhan nhitng c6
gai khong co6 kinh nghiém. Ursula thich lam “hau ban cho gia cha” hon. bé
nguy tao kinh nghiém, c6 nho chi gai c6 dong vai lam gia chu ching nhan
cO tirng c6 thoi gian lam viéc cho ba. Tai Fernly, ngoai trir thai do xa cach
khién c6 chiu mét so6 10i dam tiéu khong hay nhw ching ta déu thay, Ursula
thwe sy lam rat tot cong viéc cua minh, mdt c6 hau nhanh nhen, c6 nang luc
va chu dao.

“T6i rat thich cong viéc nay,” c6 giai thich. “Va toi cling c6 rat nhiéu thoi
gian riéng tu nita.”

Thé roi c6 gap Ralph Paton, tinh yéu gitta hai ngudi sau dam dén mitc ca
hai quyét dinh bi mat két hon. Ralph da thuyét phuc c6 lam vay, du ban than
c6 hoi mién cu@ng. Anh ta da néi ro rang cha dwgng ctia minh sé khong chiu
chap nhan dé anh dy cudi mot cd gai xuat than ban han. Tt nhat 1a nén két
hon trong bi mat, va sau d6 doi dén Idc thich hgp sé thong bao tin nay véi
ong ay.

Va thé la dam cwéi dién ra, Ursula Bourne trd thanh Ursula Paton. Ralph
cling da tuyén bo anh ta dy dinh trd hét ng, tim mot cong viéc, va sau do,
dén khi nao anh gy dung duwgc co nghiép du sung tic dé nudi co, va cé thé
doc 1ap v6i cha dugng, ho sé bao tin nay véi ong ay.

Nhwng véi nhitng nguwoi nhw Ralph Paton, chuyén lam lai cudc doi néi dé
hon lam. Anh ta gidu kin vé cudc hon nhan nay vi hy vong nhw thé c6 thé dé
thuyét phuc cha dwgng minh chiu trd ng hon, va tir d6 gitip anh ta lam lai tw
dau. Nhung Roger Ackroyd khi phat hién ra nhitng khodan tién ng khong 16
cta Ralph da gian 16i dinh, va khong dong y ra tay giup do. Mot vai thang
trdi qua, va roi Ralph tré vé Fernly dé thw thuyét phuc lan nita. Lan nay
Roger Ackroyd khong ton thoi gian vong vo. Tw tridc dén nay ong dy luon
ao wéc c6 ngay Ralph sé cwdi Flora, va da dé xudt thang mong muén cda
minh v&i chang trai tre.

Va tr day ban tinh nhu nhwgc tia Ralph Paton lai bat dau béc phat. Nhw
moi lan, anh ta chon con dwong dé dang va nhanh chéng. Theo nhuw t6i thay,
ca Flora va Ralph déu khong hé c6 chut tinh yéu. V&i ca hai, day chi don
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thuan la mot vu lam an do6i bén cung c6 1gi. Roger Ackroyd thang than trinh
bay mong wéc cia minh, va ho déu dong y. Flora chdp nhan danh do6i dé cé
lay co hoi tv do, tién ctia va mét twong lai rong md, con Ralph tat nhién
khong hé c6 chung chi huwéng vdi ¢6. Nhung anh ta dang roi vao canh khon
cung vé tai chinh. Anh nam 1ay co hoi nay. Cadc mén ng ctia anh sé duogc tra.
Anh c6 thé gili sach ng nan ma lam lai tr dau. Ralph von khéng phai la
nguoi biét nhin xa trong rong, nhung t6i c6 thé doan dwgc rang anh ta chi
mo ho tin rang cudc dinh wéc vGi Flora sau mat thoi gian roi sé sém di vao
di vang. Ca hai nguwoi déu thong nhat rang tin nay that sy nén dwoc gitt bi
mat. Ralph lo lang khi phai che gidu thong tin nay véi Ursula. Anh hiéu rang
v6i tinh cdch manh mé, cwong quyét va lam gi cling phdi ro rang ranh mach
cta cd, Ursula sé khong chap nhan dugc nhitng chuyén nhuw thé nay.

Thé r6i gidy phut quyét dinh dy da dén, Roger Ackroyd von lu6n tu y ap
dat tat ca, da chu dong tuyén bs vé méi dinh wéc nay. Ong ta n6i khong véi
bt c 16i phan déi nao. Vé phan Ursula, c6 nghe tin nay nhu bi sét danh
ngang tai. Nghe tin c6 doi gap, Ralph vdi vang tré vé tit London. Ho gap
nhau trong rirng, noi ma chi géi t6i da nghe lom dwgc mot phan cudc néi
chuyén. Ralph khan khoan yéu cau c6 gitt im lang thém mot thoi gian nita,
nhung Ursula cwong quyét khong chiu thém bét ci¢ bi mat nao nita. Co sé
néi hét vai 6ng Ackroyd sy that ngay lap tic. B6i vg chong chia tay trong
cai va.

Kién dinh v&i quyét dinh ctia minh, Ursula da tim gap riéng Roger
Ackroyd noéi chuyén vao ngay chiéu hom do, va trinh bay toan b sy that véi
ong. Bao t6 da ndi 1én. Chuyén c6 thé sé con nghiém trong hon néu Roger
Ackroyd khi dé6 dang khong phién mudn vé céai chét cia ba Ferrars. Tuy
nhién, nhw vay cling da dua té hai. Ackroyd khong thudc tuyp ngudoi dé dang
tha th cho bat ctt hanh vi Iita d6i nao ngay dwdi miii 6ng. Nguwoi khién ong
tirc gian nhat van la Ralph, nhung Ursula cling phai chiu mot phan trach
nhiém, vi theo 6ng, chinh c6 da c6 tinh “giang bay” Ralph vi ngwoi cha giau
c6 cua anh ta. Ca hai da noi ra nhitng 16i khong thé tha thit dugc.
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Ciing t6i hom do6 Ursula da gap Ralph nhw da hen & can nha héng mat
nho, sau khi 1én ra khoi ngoi nha bang ctta bén. Cudc néi chuyén cia ho
bién thanh tran cai va kich liét. Anh két t6i c6 vi da pha hiy hoan toan moi
ké hoach cua anh khi da tiét 16 sy that khong ding ltc. Ursula trach mang
Ralph vi da bat ca hai tay.

Cu6i cung ho roi di, moi ngwoi moi nga. Khoang ntta gio sau dé xac cta
ong Roger Ackroyd dwgc phat hién. Va ciling ké tr dém d6 Ursula khong
con gap lai hay nghe dugc tin tirc gi tv Ralph nita.

Khi cau chuyén da sang to6, t6i nhan ra toan bo chudi sy kién nay cang lic
cang theo huéng dang ngai cho Ralph. Néu Ackroyd con séng, chac chan sé
khong cé chuyén ong ta giit nguyén di chic - t6i da hiéu ban minh dé biét
rang dé sé la viéc dau tién 6ng dy nghi dén. Cai chét cua ong ay dén that
ding lic cho Ralph va Ursula Paton. Khong lay lam la khi ngudi vg tré nhat
quyét gitt kin chuyén nay va déng cho tron vai cia minh dén vay.

Dong suy ngam cua t6i bat chgt bi cat ngang bdi giong néi cua Poirot. Va
qua am diéu nghiém trong trong tirng 10i ndi cta vi tham t, t6i hiéu rang
ong ta cling nhan thitc ro rang tinh thé hién tai bat 1gi thé nao.

“Thua co, toi phai hoi co mot cau hoi, va co phai tra 1oi thanh that, vi gio
day tat ca déu dang dua ca vao dé: Co va bai uy Ralph Paton chia tay nhau
& can nha héng mat Iic may gio? Gid hay suy nghi mot chut tredce khi tra 10i
toi that chinh xac.”

CO gai ntta cwoi ntra khoc, nghe thoéi cling da biét do 1a mot nu cwdi chua
XO0t.

“Ong nghi 1a t6i chwa bao gi® nghi di nghi lai chi tiét d6 trong dau hay
sao? Pung chin gio rwdi la toi ra ngoai dé gap anh dy. Thiéu ta Blunt dang di
di lai lai ngoai hién nén t6i phai di vong ra sau bui cay dé tranh 6ng ay. Khi
toi ra dugc dén nha héng mat thi chac phai c¢d chin gid ba muwoi ba phut.
Ralph dang cho t6i & d6. Toi gap anh ay khodng mudi phut - khong thé 1au
hon duwoc, vi dén lic t6i vao lai trong nha la muoi gio kém muoi lam.”

Gio thi t6i hiéu ra vi sao hom trwdc Ursula lai o hoi di hoi lai t6i mot cau
hoéi nhw vay, rang liéu c6 kha nang xac dinh lai thoi diém Ackroyd bi giét la
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tredc muoi gio kém muoi lam, chit khong phai sau do, hay khong.

Cau hoi tiép theo cua Poirot cho thdy ong ay ciing c6 cung suy nghi nay,
“Ai la ngudi roi khoi can nha hong mat trudc?”

“T6i.”

“Pé Ralph Paton lai trong can nha nghi mat?”

“Vang - nhung ong chd nén nghi la...”

“Thua co, toi nghi gi khong quan trong. Co da lam gi khi trd lai can nha?”

“T6i 1én thang phong minh.”

“Va ¢ lai d6 dén khi nao?”

“Pén khodng muoi gio.”

“Co ai c6 thé lam chitng chuyén dé khong?”

“Lam chitng? La tdi & trong phong sao? O! Khong. Nhung chic chén la
thé... 6i! Toi hiéu roi, ho sé nghi... ho c6 thé sé nghi la...”

T6i nhin thady vé sg hai bat chot hién Ién trong mat c6. Poirot n6i nét gitp
Ursula, “Rang chinh c6 1a nguwdi da vao bang 16i cita s6 va dam chét ong
Ackroyd khi 6ng dy dang ngoi trén ghé? Phai, chinh xac ho sé nghi nhw vay
day.”

“Chi c6 ké ngdc mdi nghi ra chuyén nhu thé,” Caroline giong phan nd.

Chi tiép tuc vo vé Ursula.

CoO gai lai vui mat vao doi ban tay, 1i nhi noi, “Kinh khung, that kinh
khing.”

Caroline triu mén lac nguwoi ¢6, do danh, “Pung lo, c6 bé cua ta, 6ng
Poirot day khong nghi thé that dau. Con vé chong cua co, t6i phai noi thang
la t6i thay anh ta chang ra gi. Chay tron mot minh va bé mac c6 doi mat véGi
con nguy khon nay.”

Nhung Ursula lac dau ngudy ngudy, kéu lén, “O khong dau. Khéong phai
nhw thé dau. Ralph khong hé chay tron vi ban than anh ay. Gig thi t6i hiéu
roi. Khi anh dy nghe dugc tin cha dwong minh bi sat hai, c6 1€ anh ay da
twéng toi la ngudi giét 6ng ay.”
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“Cau ay khong nghi vay dau.” Caroline noi.

“T6i da that tan nhan vé&i anh ay t6i hom do, doi xr v6i anh dy that nghiét
nga va gay gat. Toi da khong théem nghe anh dy c6 gang giai thich, toi da
khong tin la anh 4y thyc sy quan tdm dén t6i nhw vay. Toi chi ding d6 ma
chi chiét anh 4y, néi ra nhitng 16i lanh lung nhat, tan nhan nhat trong dau
minh, c6 gang bang moi cach lam t6n thvong anh ay.”

“Cau ay sé khong sao dau,” Caroline noéi. “Dirng bao gio lo lang vé nhitng
101 cO noi vGi canh dan ong. Ho toan la nhitng nguoi kiéu ngao nén triv khi
co tang boc ho, bang khong thi ho sé khong bao gio tin nhitng 10i co néi
dau.” Ursula chuyén sang bon chon lo lang, hay tay c6 c xoan bén vao
nhau.

“Khi vu am sat bi phat gidc ma van khong thdy anh ay dau, t6i da hét sirc
dau khd. Pung la t6i da mot lan tirng nghi ngd tha pham 1a Ralph, nhung roi
toi biét chac la anh ay khong thé lam vay, anh dy khong thé... Nhung toi da
wdc, gia nhw anh ay c6 thé duong hoang tré vé ma tuyén bo rang minh
khong cé lién quan gi dén chuyén nay. To6i biét 1a anh ay rat quy mén bac si
Sheppard, nén da doan la biét dau bac si Sheppard biét dwgc anh ay dang
tron ¢ dau chang.”

C0 quay sang nhin toi.

“V1i thé nén t6i da no6i nhitng 16i ay v6i 6ng hom truede. Toi da nghi néu
ong biét anh ay & dau, ong c6 thé chuyén 1oi nhan ay dén cho anh 4y.”

“T6i sao?” Toi thot 1én.

“Lam sao ma James biét dwgc cau ay ¢ dau?” Caroline 1ap titrc thac mac.

“Chuyén do rat kho xay ra, toi biét,” Ursula thira nhan, “nhwng Ralph van
thwong nhac dén bac si Sheppard, va toi biét rang anh ay c6 thé coi bac si la
ngwoi ban than nhat ¢ lang King’s Abbot nay.”

“Co gdi yéu dau cuda ta,” t6i phan bua, “t6i hoan toan khong biét hién
Ralph dang an nau & dau.”

“Pung vay day.” Poirot néi thém.

“Nhung...” Ursula gio manh bao vién bi xé nham nhg.
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“A! Céai dé,” Poirot néi, hoi ho then, “m¢@ ba xam ay ma, thwa c6. Chdng
c0 gi dau. T6i khong hé tin 1dy mot gidy la Ralph da bi bat.”

“Nhung néu thé thi...” c6 gai van ap ung.

Poirot nhanh choéng tiép tuc, “C6 mot diéu t6i muodn biét thém - liéu t6i do
Dai uy Paton co di giay hay ung khong?”

Ursula lac lac dau, “Toi khong tai nao nhé dugce.”

“Tiéc that! Nhung ciing dé hiéu thoi, chang c6 1y gi c6 phai dé y né ca.
Gio thi, thwa ¢6,” 6ng ta mim cuwdi vGi co gai, dau nghiéng sang mot bén,
ngon tay tré cta ong gio 1én lac lac, “khong con cau hoi nao nita. Va xin
dirng ty hanh ha ban than. Hay can ddm 1én, va dat niém tin vao Hercule
Poirot nay.”
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CHUONG 23
CUOC POAN TU NHO NHO
CUA POIROT

“Gio thi,” Caroline lén tiéng, ditng day, “co bé nay sé di 1én lau va nam
nghi. Ping lo, chau géi cta ta. Ong Poirot s& 1am t4t ca moi thit c6 thé cho
c0, chac chan la nhw thé.”

“T6i phai trd lai Fernly.” Ursula ngdp ngirng néi. Nhung Caroline van giir
chat 1y c6, khong cho ¢6 c6 bat cit hanh dong phan doi nao.

“V& van. Gio co sé do toi cham séc. Du thé nao di nita, c6 hién tai c¥ &
day, co phai khong, ong Poirot?”

“Ké hoach nhuw thé 1a hgp ly nhat,” 6ng nguwdi Bi nho con tan thanh. “Toi
nay toi xin phép lam phién cé ddy - xin thit 16i cho t6i, thwa ¢6 - tham dy
vao cudc doan tu nho nhé cua t6i. Chin gio t0i, tai tw gia cua t6i. Co nhat
dinh phai c6 mat.”

Caroline gat dau, va d& Ursula ra khéi phong. Canh ctta déng lai sau lung
ho. Poirot tha ngwdi xuéng ghé 1an nita.

“Pén gio van tién trién tot,” 6ng nhan dinh. “Moi chuyén dang tw dong
sang to.”

“Tinh thé cang ngay cang u t6i cho Ralph Paton,” t6i rau ri ndi.

Poirot gat dau.

“Phai, ding la thé. Nhung da lvong truedc duwge roéi ma, cé phai khéng?”

Ta6i nhin 6ng, chwa hiu ngay y nghia cau néi d6. Ong dy nga ngudi ra
ghé, mat nham hg, hai ban tay ap lai, dau cac ngén tay cham vao nhau. Bat
chot 6ng ta thé dai va lac dau, “Cé gi vay?” t6i hoi.

“Co nhitng luc t6i ao wdc gia c6 anh ban Hastings cua t6i ¢ day. T6i da co
ké vGi ong vé anh ta réi day, anh ban dang dinh cw & Argentina ay. Lic nao
cling vay, moi khi t6i c6 mot vu 16n nao doé la déu c6 anh ay & bén. Va
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Hastings da giip d& toi - phdi, anh ay thuwong hay trg gitp cho t6i. B&i anh
ta coO mot biét tai la hay I& miéng ma vo tinh noéi trung su that, chinh ban
than anh ay cling khong nhan thitc dwgc diéu do, tdt nhién roi. C6 nhitng lic
anh ta noi lung tung, nghe hét sitc ngd ngan, vay ma nhitng nhan dinh ngd
ngan 4dy lai hé 16 sy that ra treéc mat to6i! Ma anh ta cling c6 thdi quen ghi

chép lai nhitng vu hay ho nitta kia.”

T6i ngwgng ngung hang giong, “No6i dén day,” to6i md 161, nhung roi lai im
bat.

Poirot ngdi thing 1én trén ghé. Mét ong ta sang ruc, “Thi sao? Ong dang
dinh néi gi thé?

“Chang la, thd thuwc, t6i da doc dwgc mot sd6 tac pham cua Pai dy
Hastings, va t6i nghi, sao minh khéng thtr lam gi do6 twong ty. Bé 18 thi tiéc
lam... co hoi tram nam c6 mot thé nay... c6 1€ la lan duy nhat trong doi t6i
dwgc tham gia nhitng viéc nhw thé nay.”

T6i bong thdy ngudi nong birng 1én, va néi nang cang lic cang lap bap.

Poirot nhay ra khoi ghé. Toéi dwgc mot phen hodang hén khi ong ta dinh
dén 6m cham t6i theo kiéu Phap, nhung may thay 6ng ta kim lai duoc.

“Nhung nhu vay that la tuyét diéu - ong da ghi chép lai moi suy nghi cua
ong vé vu an nay ngay tir dau dén gio u?”

Toi gat dau.

“Tuyét voi!” Poirot kéu lén. “Cho t6i xem nao - ngay lap tic.”

Hoi bi bat ngd trwdc 161 yéu cau dot ngdt nhw vay. Toi da cd van oc dé lap
rap lai moi chi tiét quan trong dé ghi chép. Toi ap ting phan bua véi Poirot,
“Hy vong 6ng khong phién néu thinh thodng toi c6 hoi... §... riéng tw qua.”

“O! T6i hoan toan hidu dwgc ma; ong thinh thoang van thdy t6i 1a mot 1do
bubn cwdi, va c6 1é ca 16 bich ma phai khéng? Chuyén dé chang hé chi.
Hastings, anh ta khong phdi ldc nao ciing lich thiép dau. Toi thi t6i chang
chdp nhat may chuyén vat vanh do6 dau.”

Van hoi nghi ngai, t6i luc loi may ngan kéo dudi ban, 16i ra mot xap gidy
nhap tay 16n x6n va dwa cho 6ng tham t&. V@i chut hy vong vé kha nang
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dwgc xuat ban trong twong lai, t6i da co y chia ghi chép ctia minh thanh cac
chuwong riéng biét, va budi t6i hom qua la lan cap nhat cudi cung cua toi, viét
vé chuyén viéng tham cia c6 Russell. Vi vay trong tay Poirot la tong cong
hai muoi chuwong.

Toi dé ong ta lai mot minh doc né.

T6i c6 ca bénh cach do6 hoi xa nén phai ra ngoai. Bén khi tré vé, dong ho
da chi hon tam gio toi, doi toi la mot dia d6 an t6i néng hai trén khay, cing
v6i thong bao rang 6ng Poirot va chi gai t6i da dung bita cung nhau ttr bay
rudi, sau do 6ng khach da vao xwéng ctia toi dé doc not tap ghi chép.

“James a, toi hy vong cau biét minh phai can than vdi nhitng gi cau noi vé
toi trong do chit?” Caroline noi.

Miéng t6i ha hoc. Khi viét téi da chang bubn git ké chit nao. Poc dugc
vé hodng hot trén gwong mat t6i, Caroline noéi tiép, “Du gi chuyén do cling
khéng quan trong 1dm, dng Poirot sé& biét phai nghi gi. Ong ay hiéu t6i hon
cau.”

T6i budc vao xuwéng ché tac ciia minh. Poirot dang ngoi bén ctra s6. Ban
thdo dugc dat ngay ngan trén chiéc ghé canh 6ng. Mot tay dat trén xap gidy,
ong ta 1én tiéng, “Eh bien, t6i xin dwgc c6 10i khen tang danh cho 6ng, vi
tinh khiem nhwong cta ong!”

“QO!” t6i néi, hoi lui lai vi ngac nhién.

“Va ca tinh kin dao nita,” 6ng ta noi thém.

Téi lai ‘6° 1an nita. Ong ban tdi tiép tuc, “Hastings thi khong viét nhw vay.
Trong tdt ca cac trang, rat, rat nhiéu tir ‘t6i’ dwgc dung. Anh ta nghi gi, hay
anh ta lam gi. Nhung 6ng, 6ng thi lai dit ban than minh vé phia sau; chi cé
mot hai 1an la thé hién ca nhan minh, trong nhitng doan vé cudc song tai tw
gia chang han.”

Mat t6i hoi tng lén trwéc anh nhin khich 1é cua Poirot. “Thanh thyc ma
néi, ong nghi sao vé n6?” To6i hoi hop hoi do.

“Ong mudn nghe ¥ kién chan thanh cta t6i?”

“Véng.”
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Poirot tam gac ban tinh bong dua cia minh sang mot bén. “Mot ban twong
thuat rat ti mi va chinh xac,” 6ng ta an can néi. “Ong da ghi chép lai toan bd
cac sy viéc mot cach trung thye va day du, nhung dong thoi 6ng cling kin
dao thé hién ban than & mitc do vira phai vdi quan diém cta chinh 6ng trong
do.”

“Vay no co giup gi duge cho ong khong?”

“Co. T6i phai ndi la n6 da giup ich cho t6i rat nhiéu. Bi thoi, ching ta
phai sang nha t6i va dung san khau cho man biéu dién nho nhé cua t6i nao.”

Caroline da doi san & sanh. To6i nghi chi ay dang hy vong dwoc mai di
cung voi chung t6i. Poirot xtt 1y tinh hinh mot cach khéo 1éo, giong ong ta
tiéc nudi, “T6i rat mong cé c6 tham dw, mademoiselle, nhung trong tinh
canh nay, lam vay sé khong khon ngoan cho lam. Co hiéu cho, tat ca nhitng
ngwoi c6 mat toi nay déu la nghi pham. Trong s6 do, t6i sé tim ra mot ngwoi
la ké da giét 6ng Ackroyd.”

“Ong thyc sy tin vay sao?” t6i néi, day vé ho nghi.

“T6i thay la 6ng van con chwa tin,” Poirot lanh cam dap. “Vay la 6ng
chwa chiu nhin nhan nang Iyc thyc sy cia Hercule Poirot nay roi.”

Ngay ltc d6 Ursula budc xuéng cau thang. Poirot néi vdi c6, “San sang
chwa, con gai? Thé la t6t roi. Ching ta sé cung di dén nha t6i. Quy cb
Caroline, xin hdy tin t0i, toi dang lam tat cad nhitng gi c6 thé dé dap lai tdim
thinh tinh ctia ¢6. Chac buoi toi tot lanh.”

Chung toi len duwong. Caroline nhw mot chi cun toi nghiép khong dugc
dan di dao, danh ditng & tridc civa cham chd nhin theo ching t6i.

Phong khach cua tw dinh Larches da duwgc chuan bi twom tét. Trén ban dat
san nhiéu siropes va ly, cung mot dia banh quy. Ghé ngoi dwgc chuyén thém
t* cac phong khac sang.

Poirot chay tGi chay lui dé sap xép moi thit. Kéo chiéc ghé ra cho nay,
chuyén cai dén ra cho kia, thinh thodng lai cti xuéng chinh mot tdm tham
trai dudi san. Pdc biét, 6ng ta c6 vé quan trong héa qua mic khoan anh
sang. C6 bao nhiéu den trong phong Poirot déu xoay hét sang phia day ghé
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da dugc xép cum lai v6i nhau, khién mot géc phong sang ruc, trong khi phia
bén nay chi la khoang t6i 10 ma. T6i doan day la cho 6ng Poirot sé ngoi.

Ursula va t0i ngoi yén xem 6ng ta lam. Ngay ltic dé c6 tiéng chuong reo.

“Ho dén roi,” Poirot néi. “T6t, tit ca da san sang.”

Ctta m& va doan khach tov Fernly ua vao. Poirot buéc 1én chao ba
Ackroyd va co Flora truac.

“That vinh hanh dwgc don tiép quy ba va quy c6 day,” 6ng ta néi. “Va ca
Thiéu ta Blunt va anh Raymond nita.” Vién thw ky van vui vé nhw thuwong 1é.
Anh ta cudi 16n, noi, “Y twdng tuyét voi nay 1a sao vay? Mot cd mdy khoa
hoc nao hay sao? Ching t6i c6 phdi deo mé& day nhg long thong quanh c6
tay dé do nhip tim xem c6 t0i hay gi khong? Co cai phat minh d6 ma phai
khong nhi?”

“T6i da co doc qua, dung vay,” Poirot thtta nhan. “Nhwng t6i thi toi lai la
ngwoi co ha. Toi dung phwong phap cii théi. Toi chi van dong bang chut té
bao chat xam nay. Gio thi ching ta bat dau thoi - nhung trude tién, toi co
mot thong bao tdi toan thé quy vi.”

Dt 10i 6ng ta dén bén cam tay Ursula va dat c6 1én. “Day la ba Ralph
Paton. C6 ay da két hon véi Pai dy Paton tir thang Ba vira qua.”

Ba Ackroyd bong ré lén, khong tin vao tai minh: “Ralph! Pa két hon!
Théng Ba! Oi! Nhung that vo 1y. Lam sao cau dy c6 thé da két hon dwoc?”

Ba nhin Ursula tran tran, nhw thé méi gap c6 lan dau. “Két hon vdi
Bourne sao?” Ba ta van ngd ngg. “That sao, 6ng Poirot, t6i khong tin 6ng.”

Ursula mat do birng va m@ miéng chuan bi ndi thi Flora da ngan co lai.

Nhanh chong budc dén ding canh Ursula, c6 quang tay co gai vao canh
tay minh, noi, “Xin c6 ditng ban tam khi thdy ching t6i ngac nhién. Mong
c6 hiéu cho, ching t6i khong hé biét chuyén nay. Co va Ralph da giir bi mat
rat tot. Toi nghe tin nay cam thdy... rat vui.”

“Co Ackroyd, co that ti té,” Ursula nhe nhang néi. “Va c6 hoan toan c6
quyen gian dit. Ralph da cuw xtr khong tot, nhat la véi co.”
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“Co khong can phai lo lang vé chuyén d6,” Flora néi, vo nhe ban tay
Ursula an ui. “Ralph da bi don vao buéc dudng cung va budc phai chon 16i
thoat duy nhat d6. Néu la t6i c6 1€ toi cling da lam vay. Du vay t6i da nghi
anh dy hoan toan c6 thé tin twéng & toi dé chia sé bi mat nay. To6i sé khong
ban ditng anh ay.”

Poirot go nhe tay xuéng ban, dang hang.

“Cudc hop mit sip bét dau roi,” Flora néi. “Ong Poirot da ra hiéu chiing
ta nén tam ding dé tap trung. Nhung xin c6 cho t6i biét mot diéu. Ralph
dang & dau? C6 han phai biét diéu dé hon ai hét.”

“Nhung t6i khong hé biét,” Ursula dau dén bat khéc. “Thé day, toi khong
hé biét.”

“Khong phai anh ta da bi bat & Liverpool roi hay sao?” Raymond xen
ngang. “Trén bao ho dang thé ma.”

“Cau ta khong & Liverpool,” Poirot n6i ngan gon.

“Thuc ra,” t6i gop vao, “khong ai biét cau ta dang & dau.”

“Ngoai trtt Hercule Poirot chit ha?” Raymond nai.

Bi giéu cgt, Poirot chi nghiém nghi dap, “Toi thi t6i biét moi thi. Xin hay
nhd cho.”

Geoffrey Raymond nhuwén may.

“Tat cd moi thit sao?” Anh ta chot huyt sdo mot tiéng, ndi tiép. “Cai do
doi hoéi hoi nhiéu th day.”

“Y ong la dng thuc sy c6 thé don dwoc noi tri 4n cia Ralph Paton hay
sao?” Toi ngo vuc.

“Ong c6 thé goi d6 1a doan. Con t6i goi dé 1a biét, ban cua tdi a.”

“0 Cranchester sao?” T6i danh bao hoi.

“Khong,” Poirot nghiém nghi dap, “khong phai ¢ Cranchester.”

Dén do thi 6ng ta khong néi thém gi nita, chi ra hiéu moi moi ngwdi ngoi
xuong ghé. Khi tat ca da an toa, canh cra mé& lan nita va hai nguwdi khac
buwdc vao va ngoi xuong gan phia ctra. D6 la Parker va c6 quan gia.

“Vay la da dong du,” Poirot néi. “Tat ca da & day.”
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Giong Ong ta day vé man nguyén. Va sau cau noi ay, t6i cam thay dwong
nhw khong khi trong phong bong dwng ngot ngat, cam giac khé chiu lan
truyén trén khap nhitng guwong mat dang dugc xép ngoi canh nhau & phia
bén kia can phong. D6 la dau hiéu cia mot cai bay, va cai bay da dong sap
lai.

Poirot trinh trong doc 16n mot danh sach cam trén tay, “Ba Ackroyd, c6
Flora Ackroyd, Thiéu td Blunt, anh Geoffrey Raymond, phu nhan Ralph
Paton, John Parker, Elizabeth Russell.”

Ong ta dit t& gidy xudng ban.

“Muc dich cua tat ca chuyén nay la gi vay?” Raymond m@& man.

“Danh sach t6i mai doc,” Poirot dap, ‘La danh sach cua nhitng nguoi bi
tinh nghi. Tat ca cac vi ngoi & day déu da c6 co hoi giét 6ng Ackroyd...”

Lap tic ba Ackroyd khoc 16c tham thiét, cudng hong bat dau hoat dong
hét cong lyc, “T6i khong thich thé nay,” ba ta kéu gao. “T6i khong thich thé
nay. T6i muon di vé nha.”

“Ba khong thé vé nha, thwa ba,” Poirot lanh lung néi, “cho dén khi ba
nghe hét nhitng 16i t6i n6i.”

Ong ta dirng lai mot chut, roi hdng giong, “T6i xin dwoc néi tiv dau. Khi
cd Ackroyd yéu cau t6i diéu tra vu an, t6i da dén biét thy Fernly vGi bac si
Sheppard t6t bung day. T6i da di bo cung 6ng ay doc hién nha, tai day toi
dwgc chi cho dau chan bén bau ctra s6. Twr day thanh tra Raglan da dan t6i
theo 16i dudng mon dé di ra con dwong chinh tir cong vao nha. Mat t6i da bi
hit vao can nha hong méat nhé, t6i da luc soét ky ludng trong dé va tim thay
dwgc hai vat: mot manh vai lanh dwgc ho va mot chiéc 16ng ngong rong.
Manh vdi lanh ggi y cho t6i dén mdt chiéc tap dé cia ngwoi hau. Khi thanh
tra Raglan cho t6i xem danh sach nhitng nguwdi trong nha, t6i da 1ap titc dé y
thdy mot trong s6 cac gia nhan - Ursula Bourne, c6 hau ban - khong c6 ai
xac nhan bang chitng ngoai pham. Theo 16i khai cta co ay, c6 da 1én phong
ngu tir chin gio ba mwoi dén mudi gio. Nhung gia st thay vao dé c6 dy da
c6 mat ¢ nha nghi mat thi sao? Néu vay, c6 ay han ra gap ai d6. Gio nho bac
si Sheppard chiing ta déu biét rang c6 ai do tir bén ngoai da vao trong nha t6i
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hom dé, chinh la ké la mat 6ng ay da gap & ngay ngoai cong. Nhin qua thi c6
vé nhw bai toan cua chiing ta da dugc giai, va ké la mat dé da dén nha nghi
mat d6 dé gdap Ursula Bourne. Kha chac chan la anh ta da dén can nha do,
nho c6 chiéc 16ng ngong kia. Ngay lap titc trong dau t6i hiéu ngay rang day
la mot nguwdi dung thudc phién, va nguwdi nay da hoc thoéi quen hit ‘tuyét’ tw
phia bén kia dai dwong vi kiéu hit nay pho bién & bén d6 hon so véi tai dat
nwdc nay. Nguoi bac si Sheppard gap noi giong My, tic la hoan toan trung
khép vai gia dinh nay.

“Nhung t6i bi vieéng & mot diém. Khoang thoi gian lai khong trung khép.
Ursula Bourne chac chan da khong cé mat tai nha nghi mat trueéc chin gio ba
muoi, trong khi do nguoi dan ong da ¢ do tww khoang hon chin gio. Di nhién,
toi c6 thé cho rang anh ta dgi & d6 ntra gio dong ho. Chi con mot gia dinh
khac thay thé vao d6 la t6i hom ay da c6 hai cudc gap mat dién ra & nha nghi
mat. Eh bien, ngay khi toi th theo huéng gia dinh mai nay thi toi tim ra
dugc hang loat cac dit kién quan trong. To6i phat hién ra co Russell quan gia
da dén gap bac si Sheppard sang hom do6, va da té ra rat quan tam dén cac
cach chay chita cho ngudi bi nghién thudc phién. Chap noi cau chuyén nay
véi tinh tiét chiéc 16ng ngong, t6i di dén két luan rang nguwoi dan 6ng la mat
d6 dén Fernly dé gdap c6 quan gia, chit khong phéi Ursula Bourne. Vay thi
Ursula Bourne dén cho hen dy dé gap ai day? T6i khong phai mat nhiéu thoi
gio suy ngam. Trwdc tién toi tim thay mot chiéc nhan - mét chiéc nhan cuwdi
- vGi dong chit ‘Ttr R.” va ngay thang khac trén d6. Thé r6i t6i nam dugc
thong tin rang c6 nguwdi nhin thdy Ralph Paton di vao con dwong mon dan
dén nha hong mat lic chin gid hai mwoi lam, va roéi t6i nghe ké vé mot cudc
tro chuyén dién ra trong khu ritng gan lang ngay chiéu hom ay - mot cude
tro chuyén gitta Ralph Paton va mot co gai chwa ro danh tinh nao do. Tw do
toi sap xép hai sy kién vao nhau mét cach rat ro rang va gon ghé. Mt cudc
hon nhan bi mat, mat 1é dinh wdc dwge cong bd ngay trong ngay xady ra tham
kich, mot cudc cdi va nay lwta trong ri'ng, va mot cudc gap go ¢ can nha
héng mat t6i do.

“That tinh c0@, diéu nay lai chitng minh cho t6i mot diéu, do6 la ca Ralph
Paton va Ursula Bourne (hay Ursula Paton) déu la nhitng ngwoi c6 dong co
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manh mé nhat, déu muon loai bé vat can la 6ng Ackroyd ra khoi duong di.
Va su kién nay ciing bat ngd lam sang t6 mot diém then chot khac nita. Do
la Ralph Paton khéng thé la ngudi & cung 6ng Ackroyd trong phong lam
viéc lac chin gio ba muoi.

“Vay chung ta lai mé& ra mot cau hoi khac, cling 1a cau hoi thud vi nhat cta
vu an. Ai la nguoi da ¢ trong phong cung ong Ackroyd lic chin gio ba
muoi? Khong thé 1a Ralph Paton, khi dé cau ta dang gap vg minh & ngoai
can nha hong mat. Khong thé la Charles Kent, cau nay da roi di trede do.
Vay thi la ai? T6i da thtr dat nguwgc lai mot cau hoi hét siic tdo bao, va cling
hét sitc khon ngoan: Liéu thyc sy cé ngudi & trong phong véi Ong ta
khong?”

Poirot ngd nguwdi vé phia tredc va dac thang ném ting chi¥ cudi vé phia
chuing t6i, r6i lai nga ra phia sau vGi diéu bo cia mot ngudi méi tung ra don
quyét dinh.

Tuy nhién, Raymond lai c6 vé nhw khong bi tac dong chiit nao trudc don
tan cong ay, nhe nhang 1én tiéng phan doi: “To6i khong rd cé phéi 6ng dang
c6 gang bién t6i thanh mot ké néi doi hay khong, 6ng Poirot, nhung tinh tiét
nay dau chi dya vao moi 16i khai cua t6i - c6 1€ ngoai trir nhitng 16i cu thé
ma t6i da nghe dwoc. Xin hdy nhé, Thiéu ta Blunt cling nghe duwgc 1a 6ng
Ackroyd dang néi chuyén véi ai d6. Ong dy & ngoai hién, nén c6 thé chi
nghe duwgc loang thoang, nhung ro rang la 6ng dy c6 nghe duwgc giong néi
dang tro chuyén vdi nhau.”

Poirot gat dau, tram tw dap, “T6i da quén mat. Nhung Thiéu ta Blunt lai
twong rang chinh anh la nguwoi dang ndi chuyén vai 6ng Ackroyd khi ay.

Trong mot khodnh khac Raymond dwong nhw hoi giat Iui ngwoi lai. Ro6i
anh ta kip lay lai binh tinh, néi, “Gio Blunt biét 6ng dy da nham.”

“Pung thé,” vién Thiéu ta dong tinh.

“Nhung phai c6 1y do gi do thi 6ng ay m&i nghi dén anh.” Poirot van diém
dam. “O! Xin khoan,” 6ng ta gio ban tay 1én ra hiéu ngin lai, “t6i biét
nguyén nhan anh dinh néi ra day la gi - nhung nhw vay van chwa da. Ching
ta phai 1an mo nhitng cho khac nita. T6i sé trinh bay thé nay. Ngay tir dau vu
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an, c6 mot diéu da khién t6i phdi chd y - ban chat cia nhitng 16i ma anh
Raymond nghe dwgc. Toi da hét sitc ngac nhién khi thdy khong mét ai binh
pham gi vé nhitng 16i ay, hay cam thay chiing c6 gi d6 khong binh thwong.”
Ong ta ditng lai, va sau d6 nhe nhang trich dan tirng tir: ““Nhitng yéu cau toi
xudt tién dao nay thuwong xuyén qud, nén toi e la minh khong thé dap tng noi
yéu cau nay cta ong dugc...” Cac vi khong thay cé gi ky la hay sao?”

“T6i khong thdy thé,” Raymond lén tiéng. “Ong ay van thuwong doc cho
toi thdo thu tir nhw thé ma, st dung gan nhw chinh xac nhitng tr d6.”

“Chinh xac,” Poirot kéu len. “Do6 chinh la phat hién cua t6i. Liéu co6 ai lai
dung 16i dién dat do6 trong doi thoai thong thwong véi nguwdi khac khong?
Vay day khong thé la m6t doan trong mot cudc doi thoai thuc sw. Gio thi,
néu ong ay dang doc to mot birc thuw...”

“Y 6ng 1a 6ng dy dang doc to ndi dung mot birc thw,” Raymond cham rai
néi. “Néu nhu vay, thi 6ng ay phai dang doc cho ai dé nghe.”

“Nhung tai sao? Chung ta khong hé cé bang chitng cho thdy con c6 ai
khac trong phong khi dy. Xin hdy nhé&, ngoai giong dng Ackroyd ra thi
chuing ta khong hé nghe duwgc giong caa bat cit ai khac.”

“Chac chan m6t ngudi sé khong doc to nhitng bitc thw kiéu d6 cho minh
minh nghe dugc - triv khi ong ta, 0, 1én con dién.”

“Anh da hoan toan quén mat mét diéu,” Poirot nhe nhang noi: “Ngudi la
mat xuat hién tredc nha vao ngay thit Tuw truée do.”

Tat ca déu nhin 6ng tham ti kho hiéu.

“Pung thé day,” Poirot n6i, dau gat lia lia, “vao hom thit Tw. Ban than anh
chang ay thi khong quan trong. Nhuwng hang ma anh ta dai dién thi lai khién
toi rat chu y.”

“Cong ty may ghi am,” Raymond h4 miéng kinh ngac. “Gid toi hiéu roi.
Mot chiéc may ghi am. C6 phai y 6ng la thé khong?”

Poirot gat dau.

“Anh con nhé 6ng Ackroyd da du tinh dau tw vao mot chiéc may ghi am.
Toi thi toi vi to mo da tw do hoi cong ty ay. Ho tréd 10i toi rang ong Ackroyd
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da mua mot chiéc may ghi am tr dai dién cta ho. Con tai sao 6ng ay lai che
gidu anh chuyén nay thi t6i khéng ro.”

“Ong ay hin muén lam t6i ngac nhién,” Raymond 1dm bam. “Ong ay c6
cai tinh hoi tré con la thich khién nguoi khac phai ngac nhién. Chac dinh
gidu vao trong tay do mot hai ngay dé ghi am trom. C6 1é mudn nghich né
nhw do choi ciing nén. Phéi ddy, c6 vé khép. Ong noéi ciing ding - ching c6
ai lai di dung nhitng tr ng{t nhw thé trong tro chuyén thong thuwong ca.”

“Tw day ta c6 thé gidi thich,” Poirot ndi, “tai sao Thiéu ta Blunt lai nghi
anh la nguoi ¢ trong phong lam viéc. Nhitng 10i ong ta nghe 16m bom dugc
chi la nhitng cau ra lénh gi d6, va thé nén trong tiém thitc 6ng ta ngd nhan la
anh thu ky dang & cung ban minh. Con dau 6c cua 6ng ay lai dang vuéng
ban vao mot chuyén khac - mét bong trang ma ong ay chgt thady vut qua.
Ong 4y da doan d6 1a c6 Ackroyd. T4t nhién, trén thyc t&, ngudi 6ng nhin
thay la Ursula Bourne véi chiéc tap dé trang khi co ay dang linh ra can nha
nghi mat.”

Raymond duwong nhw da tinh lai sau c bat ngd dau tién. “Du sao di chang
nita,” anh nhan xét, “kham pha nay cta ong, du rat tai tinh (phai néi la toi
chwa bao gio nghi dén), van khong khién ban chat tinh hinh c6 gi khac, 6ng
Ackroyd van con song lic chin gid ba muoi, vi 6ng dy dang néi vao chiéc
may ghi am. C6 vé nhu 1o rang anh chang Charles Kent gi d6 da ndam ngoai
1ap ludn nay r6i. Con vé phan Ralph Paton...?”

Anh ta ngap ngirng, liéc sang Ursula.

Guong mat c¢6 chgt d6i mau vi tirc gian, nhung van c6 binh tinh tra 10i,
“Ralph va t6i chia tay nhau ngay treéc mudi gio kém muoi lam. Anh ay
khong hé di dén gan ngoi nha, t6i c6 thé dam bao diéu d6. Anh ay khong co
y dinh lam vay. Du c6 ra sao chong téi chac chan khong mu6n doi dién véi
cha dwgng minh khi dy. Anh 4y chdc sé khiép via néu gap phai 6ng ay.”

“Khong phai la toi dam nghi ngo gi cau chuyén cta c6,” Raymond phan
bua. “T6i ludn tin chac la Pai iy Paton vo tdi. Nhung chiing ta phdi nghi
dén phién toa - va nhitng cau hdi nguoi ta sé hdi. Anh dy dang trong tinh
huong bat 1gi nhat, nhung néu anh dy chiu ra trinh dién...”
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Poirot chen ngang, “Anh mudén khuyén nhw vay sao? Rang cau ta nén ra
trinh dién?”

“Chac chan roi. Néu ong biét anh ta ¢ dau...”

“Theo t6i thdy thi anh van chwa tin la t6i da nam dwoc vu an nay. Ma t6i
md&i néi vai anh tie thi day rang t6i biét hét moi thit. Sy that vé cua goi dién,
vé dau chan trén bac ctra, vé noi an nau cua Ralph Paton...”

“Cau ta dang ¢ dau?” Blunt lap tic hoi.

“Khong xa day lam,” Poirot mim cuoi dap.

“O Cranchester phai khéng?” t6i hoi.

Poirot quay sang t6i, “Ong lic ndo ciing héi t6i cau do. Y tuwéng vé
Cranchester deo bam mai da thanh thanh kién trong dau 6ng mat r6i. Khong,
anh dy khéng & Cranchester. Anh ta &... kia!”

Ong ta chi ngén tr§ vé mot hwdng. Tt ca quay dau theo. Ralph Paton
dang ditng ngay 16i ctra ra vao.
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CHUGONG 24
CAU CHUYEN CUA RALPH PATON

Gidy phut ay tr6i qua that sy khong may dé chiu véi toi.

T6i gan nhuw chang nhan thitc dugc chuyén gi dién ra sau do, ngoai trir
nhitng ti€éng 4 6 cam than vi ngac nhién! Cho dén khi t6i tran tinh dwgc ban
than dé nhan ra chuyén gi dang xdy ra, thi Ralph Paton da ditng canh vo cau,
hai ngudi tay trong tay, va cau &y mim cuwdi véi toi tit bén kia can phong.

Poirot ciling dang mim cwdi, dong thoi nglic ngoac ngoén tay vé phia t6i.
Ong ta héi, “Khong phai t6i da néi véi dng it nhat ba muoi sau 1an 1a khong
thé che gidu bi mat nao v&i Hercule Poirot nay roi sao? Rang bang cach nay
hay cach khac, ong ta cling sé tim ra hay sao?”

Ong ta quay sang nhitng nguoi con lai, “C6é mot ngdy, cac vi con nhd,
ching ta da c6 m6t budi hop mat quanh mét chiéc ban - diing sau chung ta.
T6i da khang dinh v&i nam ngudi & do la ho dang che gidu diéu gi dé trudc
mat toi. Pa c6 bon nguwdi chiu nha ra bi mat ctia ho. Chi cé bac si Sheppard
la khong chiu thi nhan. Nhung ngay tir dau t6i da nghi ngo. Bac si Sheppard
da dén quan Heo rirng t6i d6 v6i hy vong tim duge Ralph. Ong &y da khong
gdp duwoc anh ta & dé; nhung gia st, t6i tw hoi, néu 6ng ay gdp anh ta trén
dwong vé nha thi sao? Bac si Sheppard la ban cua Pai tiy Paton, va ong ay
méi buéc thing ra tir hién truong vu an. Ong ay hén hiéu o tinh hinh c6 vé
rat bat 1gi cho cdu ta. Cé 1é 6ng ay con biét nhiéu hon cad nhitng nguoi
khac...”

“DPung thé,” toi rau 11 néi. “Gid t6i nghi da dén lic minh noi hét ra tat ca.
T6i da dén gap Ralph chiéu hom d6. Ban dau cau ta van chua tin twéng & toi
dé tam su, nhung sau dé cau dy ké hét vai toi vé cudoc hon nhan cia minh, va
tinh canh thdm hai ma cau ay dang gap phai. Ngay khi vu giét nguoi dugc
phat hién, t6i da nhan ra ngay rang mot khi nhitng sy viéc dy 10 ra ngoai,
moi nghi ngo sé do6 don 1én Ralph - hodc néu khong phai cau ta, thi sé la
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nguwoi con gai cau ay yéu. Toi hdm dé t6i c6 trao doi thang tinh hinh véi
Ralph. Va cau ay da mudn bang moi gia phai danh lac huéng duv luan, dwa
nguoi vo ra khoi vong nghi van, vay nén cau ay chdp nhan giai quyét bang
cach...”

T6i ngdp nging, va Ralph gitp t6i hoan thanh nét cau chuyén, “Bang
cach cudn xéo khoi day,” cau huych toet. “Cac vi thidy ddy, Ursula sau khi
chia tay t6i da tr@ vao nha. T6i da nghi cé thé c6 ay sé cé gang no6i chuyén
lai v6i cha duong t6i. Ong ay budi chiéu da rat thd 16 véi co ay roi. Toi
muong twgng rang co thé cha dugng sé lai lang ma co ay thém lan nita, dén
mitc khong thé chap nhan dwgc, ma khong nhan ra c6 ay dang lam gi...”

Cau ta ding lai. Ursula budng tay chong, giat minh lui lai, “Anh nghi nhw
thé, Ralph! Anh thyc sy nghi rang em c6 thé da lam thé sao?”

“Chuing ta hay tré vé v6i hanh dong dang trach cua bac si Sheppard nao,”
Poirot lanh nhat néi. “Béc si Sheppard da bang long lam nhitng gi trong kha
ning dé gitip cau ta. Ong 4y da che gidu Ralph thanh cong khéi tai mét ctia
canh sat.”

“0 dau co?” Raymond hoi. “Trong tu gia ctia 6ng ta sao?”

“A, khong, khong hé,” Poirot néi. “Anh nén ty van ban than bing cau héi
nay nhw t6i da lam. Néu mot vi bac si mudn che giau mot chang trai tré, 6ng
ay sé chon noi nao? D6 nhat dinh phai la mét noi nao d6 gan ong ay. Toi da
nghi dén Cranchester. M6t khach san? Khong. Nha tro? Cang dit khoat la
khong. Vay thi ¢ dau méi dugc? A! toi da c6 dap an. Mot vién diéu duong.
Mot noi lwru trd cta nhitng nguwdi khong da nang lwc than kinh. Toi da tha
gia thuyét ctia minh. T6i da bia ra cau chuyén vé dita chau trai gap van dé
than kinh. T6i da xin y kién tu van cta thua c6 Sheppard xem vién nao la
thich hop nhét. C6 ay da cho tdi tén cda hai vién gan Cranchester ma em trai
c6 hay gwi bénh nhan t&i d6. Toi da di tim hiéu. Bung vay, bénh vién xac
nhan la c6 mot bénh nhan da dwgc dich than bac si diéu tri cta anh ta dua
dén vao sang sém hom Chu nhat. Bénh nhan dé, du duwgc dang ky duwdi mot
cai tén khac, nhung khong kho dé t6i xac dinh do6 la Pai iy Paton. Sau mot
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sO tha tuc can thiét, to6i dugc phép dwa anh ta di. Anh dy da dén nha t6i vao
sang s6m hom qua.”

T6i buon ba nhin 6ng ta, lam bam, “Vién chuyén gia N6i vu ctia Caroline.
Vay ma toi khong bao gio doan ra!”

“Gio ong da hiéu tai sao toi lai dac biét nhan manh dén sy kin dao cua
ong khi nhan xét tap ban thdo dén vay,” Poirot n6i nhé. “N6 bam rat sat sy
that theo mot gidi han nhat dinh, nhung lai khong ké ra hoan toan sy that,
phai khong, ong ban?”

Toi qua boi roi, khong con tam tri dau dé tranh cai lic nay. Ralph lién 1én
tiéng, “Bac si Sheppard la mot nguwdi ban trung thanh, 6ng dy da mot long
ditng vé phia t6i bat chap séng gié xay dén. Ong dy da 1am nhitng gi ma 6ng
dy nghi la t6t nhat cho tinh hinh. Gid nhd c6 6ng Poirot khuyén gidi ma toi
hiéu dugc rang nhw thé khong thuce sw l1a cach tot nhat. Lé ra toi nén duong
hoang trinh dién va chdp nhan moi hau qua. Cac vi hiéu cho, trong vién
ching t6i chang bao gid c6 to bao nao dé doc. T6i khong hé biét chuyén gi
dang dién ra bén ngoai.”

“Bac si Sheppard la tdim guwong vé kha nang gitt bi mat,” Poirot lanh cam
néi. “Nhuwng t0i, toi luon kham pha ra moi bi mat du la nho nhat. D6 1a cong
viéc cua toi.”

“Gio chung t6i c6 thé nghe anh twong thuat vé nhitng gi da xay ra to6i hom
d6 chit?” Raymond c6 vé mat kién nhan.

“Cac vi da biét hét ca roi.” Ralph dap. “T6i chang con gi nhiéu dé ké. Toi
roi khéi nha nghi mat ldc chin gio b6n mwoi 1am, buwéc ra phia dwong, dau
cO gang suy nghi xem nén lam gi tiép theo - nén chon con dwong nao phia
tredc. Toi thira nhan la minh khong c6 bat cit bang chitng ngoai pham nao,
nhung to6i xin thé doc vdi cac vi rang toi khong hé dén gan phong lam viéc,
va khong hé nhin thdy cha duwgng con song - hay da chét. Du ngudi ta c6 don
doan gi di chang nita, to6i van mong tat ca cac vi ¢ day tin t6i.”

“Khong c6 chitng ct ngoai pham,” Raymond lam bam. “Thiét xui qua.
Toi tin cau, di nhién, nhung chuyén nay gio kho day.”
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“Thé ma lai khién cho moi thi that don gian,” Poirot vui vé no6i. “Qua
thue hét sttc don gian.”

Tat ca chung toi quay sang nhin ong ay.

“Cac vi khong hiéu y t6i sao? Khong a? La thé nay - dé ctru Pai uy Paton,
ké thu ac thye sy phai thu t0i.”

Ong nhin ching t6i khip mot luot.

“Pung vay - y toi la vay day. Cac vi c6 thé thay, t6i da khong mai thanh
tra Raglan dén day. Do 1a vi mot ly do. Toi khong mudn néi vdi ong ta tat ca
nhitng gi toi biét, chi it thi trong t6i nay.”

Ong ta rwdén ngudi vé phia tredc, bdng dung giong néi va ca con ngudi
ong ta duwong nhw da thay doi. Trong phit chdc, ong ta trd thanh mot nguoi
dang sg.

“T6i xin tuyén bo vdi cac vi - t6i biét ké da giét ong Ackroyd hién dang
c6 mat ngay trong can phong nay. Va t6i xin dugc néi vGi nguoi dy rang:
Ngay mai, sy that sé dén tai thanh tra Raglan. Hiéu chi?”

Mot bau khong khi im lang cang thang bao trum. Pang lic day ba gidp
viéc doi chiéc non Breton budc vao véi mot bire dién tin trén khay. Poirot
don ldy va xé mé.

Bong giong Blunt vang 1én, van 16i néi nhat gimng do6, “Keé giét nguoi
trong sd chung t6i, 6ng néi thé sao? Ong biét - 1a ké nao?”

Poirot da doc xong bitc dién, lap tirc vo nhau no trong tay.

“T6i biét, ngay lic nay day.”

Ong ta dap nhe 1én cuc gidy bi vo,

“Cai gi vay?” Raymond hdi ngay.

“Mot birc dién - tir trén mot con tau dang trén duong dén My.”

Can phong im lang chét ngudi. Poirot ditng day, cti chao.

Xin hdy nhé - sy that sé duwgc chuyén dén thanh tra Raglan vao budi sang.”

https://thuviensach.vn



CHUONG 25
TOAN BO SU THAT

Poirot khé ra hiéu cho t6i ¢ lai sau cing cho dén khi moi ngudi vé hét. T6i
lam theo, di thang dén bén 10 swédi, dau suy ngam, chan lay miii giay coi
nhitng khiic gé dang chdy trong lo.

Tam trang t6i béi r6i vo cung. Lan dau tién t6i cam thady minh hoan toan
mo ho vé y nghia nhitng 16i Poirot n6i. Trong mot khodnh khac, toi thién vé
huwéng tin rang nhitng gi minh vira nghe dugc chi 1a nhitng 16i khoa trwong
thai qua cua ong ta - rang 6ng tham tr chi dang “dién mot vé kich” nhw cach
noéi cia minh, dé to6 vé cho ban than thém vé ky bi va quan trong. Nhung du
ban than mudn nghi vay, t6i van budc phai tin vao mot s that hién ré dang
sau no. Trong 10i noi cua Poirot chita dung vé de doa thyc su - giong diéu
thang than va thanh that dy la khong thé chdi cai. Nhwng toi van tin rang 6ng
ta dang di theo mot chién thuat hoan toan sai lam.

Khi canh ctta dong lai sau lung thanh vién sau cung ctia nha Fernly, Poirot
buwdc dén bén 10 suéi.

“Cha, ban cua t6i,” 6ng ta n6i nho, “vay 6ng nghi sao vé tat ca chuyén
nay?”

“T6i chang biét nén nghi gi,” t6i thu thyc. “Muc dich & day la gi? Tai sao
khong dén thang cho thanh tra Raglan va khai hét sy that ma lai dwa ra 1oi
canh bao vai ké tha ac lam gi?”

Poirot ngo6i xudng, vdi tay kéo ngan kéo va lay ra mot diéu xi ga Nga.
Ong ta hiit thudc trong im ling, mot lic sau méi 1én tiéng, “Hay dung té bao
chat xdm nho nho cta 6ng di. T6i lam gi ciing c6 1y do ca.”

T6i ngap ngiing mot chdt, roi cham rdi noéi, “Y nghi dau tién xudt hién
trong dau toi la ban than 6ng khong biét ai la tha pham, nhung 6ng chac
chan rang ké d6 dang & trong dam nguoi dén day ngay hom nay. Vi thé nén
ong da I6n tiéng ham doa dé bat tén giét ngwoi phdi thi nhan téi ac?”
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Poirot gat dau tan thanh.

“Mot y twdng thong minh, nhvng khong phai sy that.”

“T6i da nghi, c6 thé mot khi 6ng khién han tin rang 6ng da biét, ong c6
thé khién han sg hai ma phai buwdc ra anh sang - khong nhat thiét la bang
cach thd nhan. Han ta cé thé c6 gang bit miéng 6ng nhuv da lam trwdc do vai
ong Ackroyd qua c6 - trwedc khi 6ng kip hanh dong vao sang ngay mai.”

“MOot céi bay véi ban than t6i la moi nhit! Cdm on,_ban t6i! Nhung t6i
khong da anh diing dén mitc lifu mang minh nhw vay.”

“Vay thi t6i chang thé hiéu dugc 6ng. Chac chan 6ng da liéu linh tao co
hdi cho tén giét nguwoi chay trén khi bao dong cho han nhv vay.”

Poirot lac dau, nghiém mat noi, “Han ta khong thé tron dugc dau. Co mot
16i thoat duy nhat - va con dwong dé lai khong dan téi ty do.”

“Ong thyc sy tin ring mot trong s6 nhitng ngudi c6 mit & day t6i nay da
lam viéc giét ngwoi do sao?” téi van hai, day hoai nghi.

“Pung thé, ong ban cua t6i.”

“La ai vay?”

Khong khi chim trong im lang nang né. Thé r6i Poirot quang dau diéu xi
ga vao ngon Itta trong 10 va bat dau néi bang giong tram tram, day wu tuw.

“Toi sé dan 6ng lan theo con duwong ma t6i da di. Tirng bwdc mot, 6ng sé
di cung t0i, va ty 6ng sé thay rang tat ca nhirng tinh tiét déu nhat loat chi vé
mot ngwoi. Gig, dé bat dau, co hai tinh tiét va mot khoang chénh léch vé
thoi gian khién t6i dac biét cha y. Pau tién la cd dién thoai. Néu Ralph Paton
qua thuc 1a ké giét nguoi, thi ca dién dé tréd nén hoan toan vo nghia va ngd
ngan. Do vay, t6i tham khang dinh, Ralph Paton khong phai 1a ké thu ac.

“T6i tin rang cu dién thoai d6 khong thé do mot ngwdi trong nha thuc
hién, nhung t6i tin rang thi pham chac chan nam trong s6 nhitng nhan vat co
mat trong budi t6i chét chéc dé. Do do, tdi da két luan rang ca dién thoai
nhat dinh dén tit mot ké dong 16a. T6i khong thuc sy hai long 1am vGi suy
luan d6, nhung t6i cit tam dé noé day.
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“Tiép dén t6i diéu tra vé dong co cua cu dién thoai. Diéu nay khong hé dé
dang. To6i chi c6 thé lan theo n6 dwa vao két qua ma né gay ra ma thoi. Tic
la nho ca dién thoai ay, vu giét nguwdi da duge phat hién ngay trong t6i hom
d6, bang khong rat c6 thé s& phai doi dén sang hom sau. Ong c6 dong y
diém nay khong?”

“0... c6,” toi thita nhan. “Dting nhw 6ng néi, ong Ackroyd trudc dé da ra
lénh khong ai dugc qudy ray 6ng ay, vi vay sé kho cé kha nang ai d6 nao
vao phong lam viéc t6i hom ay.”

“Rdt tot. Sy viéc nay rat khdp cé phai khong? Nhung bitc tranh van con
rat mo mit. Thoi diém phat hién vu giét ngwoi: budi t6i hom doé sé c6 1gi thé
gi hon so vGi bubi sang hom sau? Gia thuyét duy nhat t6i c6 thé bam vao do
la ké giét ngudi, néu biét duwgc chinh xac thoi diém an mang dugc phat hién,
sé c6 thé ddm bao minh c6 mat tai hién tredng ngay khi canh ctra phong bi
pha - hodc gan nhw ngay sau do6. Va gio chiing ta lai dén vaéi tinh tiét thit hai
- chiéc ghé dwgc kéo ra khoi bitc twong. Vién thanh tra Raglan da gat bo chi
tiét nay khi cho rdng né khong quan trong. T6i thi nguwgc lai, luén thiy day
la mot diém cye ky quan trong.

“Trong ban ghi chép cua 6ng, 6ng c6 phac thdo kha chinh xac so do
phong lam viéc. Néu lic nay 6ng c6 né trong tay, ong sé thdy rang - chiéc
ghé da bi kéo ra khoi vi tri trudc do ctia n6, nhw Parker da chi ra - va né da
duwgc ai do dat thang hang gitta canh ctra va ctra s6.”

“Chiéc ctra s6!” t6i ndi nhanh.

“Ban dau t0i cling nhw 6ng, cling nghi ngay dén chiéc ctta s6. T6i da th
twéng twong rang chiéc ghé da dugc kéo ra nham muc dich che mot vat gi
d6 gan vai ctra so, dé bat cit ai vao phong bang cita phong khong thé nhin
thdy n6. Nhung t6i da bac bé ngay dé xuat nay, bdi du chiéc ghé la kiéu ghé
banh lwng cao, n6 gan nhu chang che khuat duwgc chiéc ctra s6, ngoai trir
phan khung truegt va san nha. Khong, ban téi, nhwng xin hay nhé rang ngay

tredc ctra s6 c6 ké mot chiéc ban, dé day sach bao trén dé. Gio thi cai ghé
duwgc kéo ra lai hoan toan che dwgc chiéc ban - va ngay lap tirc, t6i da bat
dau 10 m& doan ra dwoc sy that an giau ¢ dé.
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“Gia st trén ban d6 cé vat gi nguoi khac khong nén nhin thay? Co cai gi
ma ké giét ngwoi da dat & d6 chang? Dau vay t6i van chua thé c6 y niém do
la vat gi. Nhung toi lai biét mot so chi tiét rat tha vi xoay quanh né. Vi du
nhw no6 phai la mot vat dung gi d6 ma tha pham khéng thé cam theo sau khi
da giét ngudi. Pong thai né budc phai dugc di doi ngay sau khi sy viéc dugc
phat hién. Va ghép ndi véi 16i thong bdo qua dién thoai, va co hdi tén giét
nguoi cé thé c6 mat khi nguwdi ta tim ra thi thé nan nhan.

“Gid, c6 bon nguoi ¢ hién truong khi canh sat dén noi. Ong, Parker,
Thiéu ta Blunt, va anh Raymond. Parker t6i loai trtr ngay 1ap tic, vi du thoi
diém an mang dugc phat hién cé la lic nao di chang nita, thi anh ta luon
chac chan la nguwdi c6 mat sém & hién truong. Thém vao do chinh anh ta da
néi cho t6i biét vé chiéc ghé bi kéo ra. Vi vay, Parker khong c6 dau hiéu kha
nghi, (chi vGi viéc giét nguwoi thoi. T6i van nghi c6 thé anh ta da tong tién ba
Ferrars). Tuy nhién, Raymond va Blunt van nam trong vong nghi van, vi
trong trwong hop an mang dugc phat hién vao sang s6m hom sau, c6 kha
nang ho sé dén hién truong qua muodn dé ngan vat dung trén ban bi phat
hién.

“Gio thi d6 1a vat dung gi? Ong da nghe thdy 1ap luan cda toi vé doan hdi
thoai anh Raymond nghe lom duwgc ding khong? Ngay khi toi biét dwgc
ting c6 dai dién cua mét hang ghi am dén biét thy, y twdng vé mot chiéc
may ghi &m di cim ré trong dau t6i. Ong con nhd 161 t6i néi trong phong
nay chua day mot gio tredc khéng? Tat ca bon ho déu dong y véi gia thuyét
cta toi - nhung c6 mot diem mau ch6ét ma ho dwong nhw da bé qua. Néu
ding la ong Ackroyd da dung mot chiéc may ghi am t6i do, thi tai sao khong
chiéc may ghi am nao dwgc tim thay?”

“T6i chwa bao gio nghi dén diéu nay,” t6i noi.

“Chung ta biét c6 mot chiéc may ghi am dwgc ban cho 6ng Ackroyd.
Nhung no6 lai khong hé xuat hién trong kiém ké tai san cua 6ng ay. Vay nén,
néu c6 vat dung nao dé da dugc lay di khéi chiéc ban, thi 1é nao né chinh la
chiéc may ghi am ay? Nhung van con nhitng khé khan nhat dinh trén duong
di. Moi nguoi, tat nhién, khi &y déu do don sy chd y vao nan nhan xau sé.
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To6i cho rang bat cit ai cling c6 thé dén bén chiéc ban ma nhitng ngwoi khac
trong phong lic d6 khong hé biét. Nhung md6t chiéc may ghi am cé kich
thwdc khong hé nhd, khong thé nhét gon vao tii do dwgc. Chac chan n6 can
mat vo boc khong nhoé nao do dé giau vao.

“Ong da hinh dung ra cai dich ma t6i dang nhdm dén dau chwa? Hinh
dang cua tén giét ngwoi dang dan 16 rd6. Mot nguwdi da c6 mat & hién treong
ngay lap tirc, nhung lai khong thé & dé néu vu viéc duwgc phat hién vao sang
hém sau. Mot ngwoi da mang mét do dung nao dé co6 thé chita vira chiéc
may ghi am...”

Toi xen ngang, “Nhung tai sao lai phai di doi chiéc may d6? Muc dich &
day la gi?”

“Ong gidng nhv anh Raymond. Ong da nghiém nhién cho ring nhitng 15i
nghe duwgc lic chin gio ba muoi 1a giong 6ng Ackroyd néi vao chiéc may
ghi am. Nhung xin hay xem xét k§ phat minh hitu dung nay mot chut, ong
sé noi vao chiéc may dé, c6 phdi khong? Va sau dé6 mot thw ky hay nhan
vién danh may nao do6 sé bat n6 1én dé nghe lai, va giong néi cia ong sé
vang lén mot lan nira.”

“Y ctia 6ng 1a...” toi giat minh.

Poirot gat dau.

“Piing, V toi 1a vay ddy. Ong Ackroyd da chét trude lic chin gid ba muoi.
Va tiéng chuing ta nghe dugc la tir chiéc may ghi am phat ra, chit khong phai
ong ay.”

“Va tén giét nguoi da bat né 1én. Vay thi han ta han phai & trong phong
vao quanh thgi diém chin gio ba mwoi d6?”

“Co thé. Nhung ching ta cling khong loai trir kha nang mot thiét bi may
moéc nao dé da dugc st dung - mot thit thiét bi nao do cé tinh nang gidng
hen gi®, hay tham chi don gidn hon cd mot chiéc dong ho hen gid. Nhung
trong treong hop dé hinh dung vé tén hung thu trong dau ching ta phai bo
sung thém hai kha nang nita. D6 phai la mot ngudi biét ré viéc ong Ackroyd
mua chiéc may ghi am va dong thoi phéi c6 dua kién thitc can thiét vé may
maoc.
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“Po6 la nhitng gi t6i c6 trong dau khi chiing ta tinh dén ddu chan trén bau
ctra s6. Truedc mat t6i @ ddy mé ra ba kha nang: (1) Ching c6 thé ding la do
Ralph Paton dé lai. Anh ta da dén Fernly t6i hom do, va co thé da tréo vao
phong lam viéc, r6i phat hién ra cha dwgng minh da chét & do. Bé la mot gia
dinh. (2) Dau chan ay c6 thé la cia mot ai khac tinh cd giay cling cé dé dinh
cao su. Nhung nhitng thanh vién trong nha déu di giay dé hoa van gon séng,
va t6i khong tin viéc ngudi ngoai c6 cung kiéu giay vGi Ralph Paton chi la
trung hop. Cau Charles Kent, nhw chiing ta da biét theo 10i khai ctia ¢6 phuc
vu quan Dog and Whistle, di mot d6i bot ‘béng bay so vdi anh ta’. (3)
Nhitng dau vét dé la do ai d6 c6 y dé lai nham chuyén hwéng nghi ngo vée
phia Ralph Paton. Dé kiém tra két luan nay, can phai xac minh mot s6 chi
tiét nhat dinh. Canh sat da thu gitt mot doi giay ctia Ralph tai quan Heo
rteng. Ralph hay bat ct ai khac déu khong thé di doi giay ay vao toi hom thit
Sau, vi ching dugc xép sach sé ¢ duwédi lau. Theo gia thuyét cia canh sat,
Ralph vao thoi diém do6 da di doi khac cung loai, va t6i da tim ra ding la anh
ta c6 hai doi nhu thé. Gid dé gia thuyét cua t6i la ding, tén hung tha t6i hom
dy can phai di doi giay ctia Ralph - trong tredng hop nay thi Ralph han phai
c6 mot doi thit ba khac loai. Vi t6i khé c6 thé tin ciu ta dung dén ba doi
giong nhau dugc - doi giay thit ba cé kha nang cao la bot. Téi da nho chi cia
ong kiém chitng vé chi tiét chung loai ctia doi giay con lai nay - c6 tinh nhan
manh do6i chit vé van dé mau sac, xin thu thyc 1a dé tung hoa mu cho muc
dich thuc sy dang sau.

“Ong biét két qua cudc diéu tra ctia ¢o ay. Ralph Paton da di mot doi bot.
Cau héi dau tién toi danh cho cau ta khi cau ay dén nha t6i sang hom qua la
cau ay da di do6i giay nao vao budi toi chét chéc do. Cau ay da tra 16i ngay la
di bot - thye té€ cau dy van con di ching khi dé vi chang con doi nao khac dé
di.

“Vay ching ta da tién dwgc mot budc nita trong viéc phac hoa tén giét
nguoi - mot ké da cé co hoi lay doi giay cta Ralph Paton ngay hom ay.”

Ong ta dirng lai, va roi noi thém, giong hoi 1én cao mot chit, “Con c6 mot
diém nita. Tha pham chac chan phai la nguwdi da c6 co hoi an cap con dao
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trong chiéc ti bac. Ong cé thé néi bat cit ai trong nha ciing cé thé 1am vay,
nhung t6i xin nhac 6ng rang Flora Ackroyd da khang dinh rat chac chan
rang con dao khéng hé co6 trong chiéc tu bac khi c6 ta ngam nghia do vat
trong do.”

Ong ta dirng lai 1an nita.

“Gi0 chung ta tom tat lai lan nita - tat ca déu da ro. Mot nguwdi c6 mat &
Heo rirng tredc bubi t¢i hom thit Sdu, mot nguwdi da than thiét véi Ackroyd
dé biét ong ta da mua mot chiéc may ghi am, mot ngwdi cé nang khiéu may
moc, va da c6 co hoi dé 1y di con dao trong chiéc tu trwdc khi co Flora dén,
mot nguwdi c6 san mot vat dung phu hgp bén minh dé giau chiéc may ghi am
- vi du nhw mot chiéc tdi den chang han - va mot ngwoi da cé vai phut & mot
minh trong phong sau khi vu viéc dwgc phat hién, khi Parker di goi canh sat.
Sv that, nguwoi do chinh la bac si Sheppard!”
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CHUONG 26
VA CHI CON SU THAT TRAN TRUI

Bau khéng khi im lang chét chéc bao trum can phong khach.

Bat chot toi cudi 16n, néi, “Ong bi dién roi.”

“Khong hé,” Poirot diém tinh n6i. “T6i khong hé bi dién. Chinh khoang
thoi gian chénh 1éch la chi tiét dau tién khién t6i chd y dén 6ng - ngay ti ban
dau.”

“Chénh léch thoi gian sao?” toi hoi, hoi kho hiéu.

“Piing thé. Ong s& nhé ring tat cA moi ngwdi déu dong y - trong d6 co ca
chinh 6ng nita - rang mat khodng nam pht dé di bo tir cong vao dén biét thy
- va con nhanh hon néu 6ng di tat qua bén hién. Nhwng 6ng roi khoéi nha Iic
chin gio kém muoi - theo nhu 101 khai cta cd ong va Parker, vay ma phai
dén chin gio ding 6ng maGi di qua céng gac. Téi hom dé troi lanh, khong
phai 1a mot budi t6i ly twdng dé nguwoi ta c6 hitng thong tha tan bo; tai sao
ong lai mat dén mwoi phat dé di mot quang duwong nam phut? Ngay tir ban
dau t6i da nhan ra rang chi c6 duy nhat minh 6ng cé thé dam bdo rang ctra
s6 phong lam viéc di dwgc chét chit hay khong. Ong Ackroyd héi dng 1a
ong da chot k§ hay chwa, chit 6ng ay khong hé ty minh kiém tra. Vay gia st
ctra sO phong lam viéc van chwa dwgc chot thi sao? Liéu c6 phai mudi phut
dé6 la dé ong chay vong ra bén ngoai biét thy, thay giay, tréo vao qua 16i ctra
s0, giét chét 6ng Ackroyd, r6i ra dén cong la vira lic chin gio? T6i da quyét
dinh gat bo gia thuyét do6 vi rat cé kha nang mot nguwdi dang cang thang nhw
ong Ackroyd t6i hom doé rat dé nghe tiéng ong tréo vao, va sau d6 han sé xay
ra vat 1on. Nhung lai gid st ong da giét chét ong Ackroyd trwedc khi 6ng roi
di thi sao - vi 6ng da ditng san bén ghé cua 6ng ay? Ro6i 6ng di ra ngoai theo
16i ctta chinh, chay vong ra nha nghi mat, 16i d6i giay ctia Ralph Paton ma
ong da dem theo trong tui xach, xé vao, di chiing qua bun, va dé lai dau chan
trén buc cta so, 6ng tréo vao, khéa phong lam viéc tir bén trong, chay tré ra
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nha nghi mat, thay d6i giay caa minh, va chay voi ra cong. (T6i da thw dién
lai nhitng viéc nay ngay hom truwéc, khi 6ng dang & cung ba Ackroyd - mat
ding muoi phut). Ro6i vé nha - 1dy lam bang chitng ngoai pham - vi 6ng da
hen gid chiéc may ghi am lic chin gid ba muoi.”

“Ong Poirot yéu dau cua tdi,” tdi n6i bing mot giong ma ban than nghe
cling thay xa la va guong gao, “6ng qua mé mai v4i vu viéc nay trong thoi
gian qua lau roi. Toi giét ong Ackroyd thi dwgc cai quai gi chit?”

“Sy an toan. Chinh 0ng la ngwoi da tong tién ba Ferrars. Con ai biét rd vé
nguyén nhan cai chét cia 6ng Ferrars hon vi bac si da kham nghiém cho 6ng
ta day? Khi 6ng néi chuyén vdi t6i lan dau lic & trong viron, ong da cé nhac
dén mot khoan thtra ké c6 dugc khodng mot nam truwde. Toi da khong thé
tim ra b4t ctt manh méi nao cho khoan thira ké d6. Ong phai bia ra 1y do nao
do6 dé giai thich cho hai mwoi ngan bang 1ay dwoc tir ba Ferrars. Mén tién dé
da khong sinh lgi nhiéu cho éng. Ong dd gan nhv mat tring vi dau co - thé
réi ong don ép ba Ferrars qua da, khién ba dy phai ty giai thoat theo mot
cach ma ong khong ngo t6i. Néu nhw Ackroyd biét dwgc sy that, ong ay
chac chac sé khong dung thit cho 6ng - cudc doi 6ng sé bi hiy hoai vinh
vién.”

“Vay con cu dién thoai?” t6i héi van lai. “T6i doan ong chac cling c6 1oi
gidi thich hgp ly cho n6 ch?”

“T6i phai tha nhan véi ong, lan nay toi da twdng nhw bi roi vao ngd cut
khong 16i thoat khi biét dugc ding la mot cudc goi duge ndi may tdi nha
ong tr ga King’s Abbot. Ban dau t6i nghi la 6ng chi don gian dyng 1én cau
chuyén vé cudc goi d6. Qua la mét nwdc di thong minh, 6ng can phai vién ra
mot cai cd nao dé dé duong duong chinh chinh tré lai Fernly, c6 mat cung
moi nguwoi phat hién ra thi thé nan nhan, dong thdi c6 co hoi di doi chiéc
may ghi am - thi giup 6ng nguy tao bang chitng ngoai pham. T6i van con
hét sttc mo ho vé cach 6ng sap xép dwgc cudc goi nay, cho dén khi toi dén
gdp chi 6ng ngay hom sau an mang va do héi co dy vé bénh nhan nao 6ng da
kham budi sang hém do6. To6i hoan toan khong nghi dén c6 Russell khi héi.
Chuyén viéng tham ctda c6 ay that 1a mot sy trung hgp may man, vi n6 gidp
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danh lac hwéng chu y ctia 6ng khoi muc dich thyc sy trong nhitng cau hoi
cta toi. Toi da tim dwgc cai minh can tim. Trong s6 nhitng bénh nhan cia
ong sang hom dé c6 m6t ngwoi phuc vu trén mot con tau thiay dén My. Con
c6 ai thich hgp hon 6ng ta dé gidi ma cho cau héi ai la ngwoi 1én tau di
Liverpool t6i hom dé6? Va sau do, ong dy sé theo tau nh6 neo sang bd bén
kia cua dai dwong, tirc 1a hoan toan nam ngoai tam véi cua diéu tra vién. T6i
dé y thay con tau Orion nho neo ngay thit Bay, va da nho lay duwogc tén cta
vién phuc vu roi danh dién vo tuyén dé héi 6ng dy mot cau héi duy nhat.
bay la h6éi am cua 6ng ta, nhw 6ng da thdy mdi dén tay tbi trong cudc hop
mat.”

Poirot gio 10i nhan ra cho t6i, “Khéng sai. Bac si Sheppard da nho toi dé
lai 101 nhan tai nha mot bénh nhan. Toi sé phai goi cho 6ng ay tir nha ga dé
bdo lai vé hoi dap ctia ho. Noi dung hoi dap la ‘Khong tra 10i.””

“Pay la mot nwdc di cao tay,” Poirot noi. “Cudc goi dé rat that. Chi gai
ong da chitng kién 6ng nghe may. Nhung do6 1a doc thoai, chi c6 duy nhat
mot ngwoi noi nhitng 161 can noéi - chinh la 6ng!”

To6i khé ngap, noi, “Tat ca nhitng diéu nay hét sirc thi vi - nhung lai
chang c6 chut thyc té nao.”

“Ong nghi 1a khong sao? Hay nhé nhitng gi tdi da noi: sy that sé dén tai
thanh tra Raglan vao budi sang. Nhwng, vi ngwoi chi gai dang thwong cta
ong, toi san sang md& cho 6ng mot 16i thoat khac. Vi du nhw dung thuéc nga
qué litu ching han. Ong c6 hiéu y tdi khong? Nhung Dai iy Ralph Paton
phai dwgc minh oan - chuyén nay khéng_con phdi ban. T6i xin c6 y kién la
ong nén hoan thién ban thao hét sttc thu vi ciia 6ng - nhung boé kiéu kin dao
trwdc dé cua ong di.”

“C6 vé nhu dau dng ludn tran ngdp cac y twéng,” toi nhan dinh. “Ong da
noi xong chwa?”

“Gio 6ng nhdc lam t6i nhé dén mot chuyén, ding la van con mot diém
nita can néi. Rang sé khong khon ngoan chut nao cho 6ng néu cd gang bit
miéng t6i nhw da lam véi 6ng Ackroyd. Cach lam viéc d6 chang c6 cong
hiéu gi v6i Hercule Poirot nay dau, 6ng hay hiéu.”
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“Ong ban Poirot kinh mén cua t6i,” t6i noéi, hoi mim cuwoi. “Du t6i co la
ngwoi thé nao di nita, thi t6i cling khong phai la ké ngoc.”

T6i dirng day, vuon vai ngap khé.

“Cha, cha, toi phai vé théi. CAm on 6ng vi mot budi t6i hét strc thu vi va
c6 nhiéu diéu dang hoc hoi.”

Poirot cling ding day va nhu thwong €, cui chao mot cach lich sy khi toi
ra khoi phong.
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CHUONG 27
POI LOI GIAI BAY

Nam gio sang. Toi da thdim mét - nhung t6i phai hoan thanh nét nhiém vu
ctia minh. Canh tay t6i dau nhitc vi phai viét khong ngirng nghi.

Mot két thic ky la cho ban thao cua t6i. Trudc day toéi da dinh sé cong bo
n6é vao mot ngay nao do, dé lam bang chitng vé mét that bai cia Poirot! That
ky la khi moi viéc cu6i cung lai thanh ra nhu vay.

Ngay tir dau t6i da c6 dw cam rang tai wong sap ap dén, bat dau tir khoanh
khac t6i nhin thay Ralph Paton va ba Ferrars ghé tai nhau tro chuyén gi do.
Khi 4y t6i da nghi ba dang ké hét bi mat véi cau ta. Du sau d6 héa ra t6i da
lam, nhung suy nghi d6 van khong thoi am anh t6i, ké ca sau khi t6i vao
phong lam viéc v6i Ackroyd t6i hém do, cho dén khi 6ng ay néi cho t6i sy
that.

Ong ban Ackroyd gia dang thwong. T6i van ludn ming vi it ra minh da
cho 6ng ay mot co hoi. T6i da giuc 6ng dy doc hét birc thw dé trudc khi qua
muon. Hay, dé t6i noi thang thé nay: nhin tr géc do cta téi ma noi, véi mot
ga dau nong nhu Iira nhw Ackroyd, chang phai ngan 6ng ay doc birc thw dé
sé 1a co lgi nhat cho t6i do sao? Nhu vay ro rang t6i da cho 6ng dy co hoi
chit khong phdai khong. Tam trang lo lang bon chén cia 6ng ta t6i hém do la
mot dién bién tam 1y thd vi. Ong ay biét rd nguy hiém dang t6i gan. Vay ma
ong ay van khong hé nghi ngo toi.

Con dao la mot nwéc di ngoai dy tinh ban dau. L€ ra toi da st dung mot
thit hung khi tién dung nao do6 ctia riéng minh, nhwng khi nhin thdy con dao
nam trong chiéc ta bac, ngay lap titc trong dau t6i 16e ra mét y nghi: day
chang phdi la mot phuwong an t6i wu hon hay sao? Mot hung khi khong thé
khién canh sat lan ra minh.

T6i nghi minh da 1én ké hoach giét 6ng ay ngay tir dau. Ngay khi biét ba
Ferrars da chét, toi da biét chac rang ba dy han da tha nhan hét moi chuyén
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v6i Ackroyd trude khi tw van. Khi gap nhau, t6i thdy 6ng ta c6 vé bi kich
dong dir doi, t6i da nghi co 1€ ong ta da biét duwgc sy that, nhung van khong
thé tin vao diéu do, nén mudn cho t6i mot co hdi bién bach.

Vi vay t6i vé nha va bat dau suy tinh cac kha nang c6 thé xdy ra. Néu cudi
cung rac roi chi do6 1én mo6i minh Ralph thi chang hai diéu chi. Chi€c may
ghi am 6ng ay dwa cho t6i hai ngay tredc dé chinh sira. May c6 héng dau do,
va toi da thuyét phuc Ackroyd dé t6i dem vé thit stra gitp, thay vi gwri tra lai.
T6i da lam nhitng gi minh can, va dé n6 trong chiéc gio xach dem theo minh
t6i hom dé.

T6i kha hai long vai tai viét lach cua minh. Vi thit nhw con cach dién ta
nao c6 thé khéo léo hon nhu cau duwéi day, “Birc thw dén tay ong ay ltc chin
gio kém hai mwoi. Ping chin gio kém mudi, toi dé ong dy lai va bic thw
van chwa dugce doc hét. Ngap ngirng dat tay 1én tay cam canh ctra, t6i ngoai
nhin lai va tham hoi liéu minh con c6 thé lam gi duwgc nita khong.”

Tat ca déu la sv that, cac ban thdy day. Nhung gia st t6i thém mot hang
dau ba chdm sau cdu dau tién! Thi liéu cé ai thac mac chinh x4c chuyén gi
da dién ra trong khoang thai gian mwoi phut dé trong do?

Khi ditng ra ctta va nhin Iwét can phong lai mot lwgt, t6i thdy kha hai
long. Moi thit dau da vao day. May ghi am da duoc dat trén ban canh ctra so,
hen gio tat lic chin gio ba muwoi (co ché hoat dong cua thiét bi nay kha la
tinh vi -dwa theo nguyén tac lam viéc ciia mét chiéc dong ho bao thic), va
chiéc ghé banh cao da dugc kéo ra dé che khuat né tir phia ctra.

Phai tha thye rang toi da hoi giat minh khi dung phai Parker ¢ ngoai cira.
Toi cling da ghi chép lai day da va trung thuc chi tiét nay vao day.

Va roi vao thoi diém cai xac dugc phat hién, sau khi da ci Parker di goi
dién cho canh sét, t6i c6 dung mot cau dién ta hét sitc ding dan: “To6i bat tay
vao lam cong viéc ctia minh!” Chtt viéc nho thoi - nhét chiéc may ghi am
vao trong gié cia minh va day chiéc ghé dwa lai vao twong, ding nhu vi tri
ban dau ctia né. To6i khong thé ngd Parker c6 thé dé y dén chiéc ghé nay.
Theo logic thi anh ta phai bi kich dong di d6i khi nhin thdy céi xac dén mitc
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chang thé thay dugc nhitng thit xung quanh mdi ding. Nhung t6i da danh
gia thap bénh nghé nghiép ctia mot gia nhan 1au nam.

Gia ma toi co6 thé biét trudc dwgce rang cd Flora sé néi co ay da thay bac
minh con séng lic mudi gio kém muwoi lam. Tinh huéng nay khién toi boi
roi khung khiép. Ma thuc ra, tir dau dén cudi vu viéc con c6 rat nhiéu chi tiét
phat sinh khién dau 6c t6i roi tung roi mu. Duwong nhw tit ca déu gop tay,
moi ngwoi mot chit, gidp toi che gidu sy that.

Noi s¢ 16n nhét cuia t6i trong toan bd vu viéc chinh la Caroline. T6i da sg
rang chi dy c6 thé doan ra. Ban than t6i da hoi giat minh véi cai cach noéi chi
ay noi vé “ban tinh yéu dudi” cta t6i hom truéc.

Cha, chi ay sé khong bao gio biét dwgc su that. Nhw Poirot da néi, con c6
mot 10i thoat...

T6i c6 thé tin twéng ong dy. Ong dy va thanh tra Raglan s& biét cach sip
x€p moi viéc gilta hai nguwdi véi nhau. T6i rat mong cé thé dé Caroline ditng
ngoai viéc nay. Chi ay rat yéu thuong toi, va ca ty hao veé toi nita... Cai chét
cda toi sé khién chi t6i phai dau buén, nhwng ndi buén nao roi ciing sé qua...

Sau khi hoan thanh ban thao nay, t6i sé déng goi hét n6 vao mot phong bi
va gui dén dia chi ctaa Poirot.

Varoi - tiép theo la gi day? Thuoc an than? Coi nhw cong ly da dugc thuc
thi. Nhw thé khong cé nghia 1a t6i nhan bat c phan trach nhiém nao vé cai
chét ctia ba Ferrars.

D6 1a hau qua do chinh ba ay gay ra. Toi khong thay chiit tiéc thwong nao
cho ba ay.

Toi cling khong thwong tiéc gi cho ban than.

Pa dén lic dung dén may vién thudc an than.

Nhwng t6i van wdc, gia ma Hercule Poirot khong c6 ngay nghi hwu dé ma
vé day trong bi nhw thé nay.
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