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CHUONG MOT

Xu’a c6 mot 1do lang thang tén la Armand, 1do chang chiu & dau khac ngoai

Paris. Thé nén d6 chinh la noi lao song.

Toan b0 tai san cua minh, 1do chat ca 1én mét chiéc xe noi cii ki khong mui
ma kéo di khap noi, khoi lo gi chuyén tién nha hay bi dao twong khoét
ngach. Toan bd s6 quan 4o rach rudi ma lao cé cling déu & ca trén nguoi roi
nén cling cha can dén reong hom hay may giat kho.

Vi lao Armand thi chuyén chuyén tir x6 nay sang x6 kia that dé gt, thé nén
buo6i sang muodn thang chap dy lao nho gio 1én dwong. Troi lanh, bau troi
xam sa xudng tan cac chop ong khéi cua Paris nhung 1dao Armand chang dé
y vi trong long lao dang nhoi nh6i m6t cam giac, rang c6 mot diéu gi dé6 méi
mé day hao hitc sap stta xay dén v4i minh hom nay.

Ldo v & trong mOm mot giai diéu vui va day xe qua chg hoa bén hong nha
thd Pic Ba. Nhitng bong hoa nhac 1do nhé rang r6i mua xuan sé vé, du mua
dong ciling khong han da té.

Nhitng chau da lan huvong mong manh cung tulip chen chuc nhau trén gia
phia treéc cac day ké. Nhitng bong cam chwdng va tric dao hong dung
trong mdy cai x6 thiéc 16n. O day nhiéu nhat 1a nhitng bé hoa nhya rudi
cham dé, nhitng chum tam gwi tran chau va nhitng cay thong non bé nhd,
sap Giang sinh r6i ma.

Cdp mat con tinh twong ctia ldo Armand nhan ra mot déng canh gay véi hoa
héo viit lIong chong gan cai ké c6 dé chir “Anabel”.
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Thé la 1do bén dwa tay 1én chiéc mi bé ré den ctia minh, hwéng vé phia
ngwoi dan ba map map mac tap dé xanh bén ngoai ao len.

“Xin phép ba va hét sitc biét on long tot ctia ba, thwa ba,” 1do ndi vdi cai ba
chac han tén la Anabel dy, doan nhdt nhitng canh gay xép lén dong do cua
minh trén chiéc xe noi. Sau do6 1do lwa mot nhanh nhwa ru6i héo va luon vao
khuyét 4o rach bwom ctia minh. Lao muon phai tréng that twom tat cho diéu
bat ngd vui vé sap dén vdi minh hém nay.

Cai ba chac han tén la Anabel chi sam mat ngé ldao day chiéc xe noi vé
huwdng Rue de Corse. Lao 1é budc day chiéc xe qua nhitng toa nha co, huéng
ra bo bén kia song Seine.

Nhung vira ra dén quang treong tredc nha thd Biec Ba thi 1ao da bi mot ban
tay ti* phia sau tam lay.

“Xem twong lai di, thwa 6ng,” mot giong véo von cat lén. “HOm nay 6ng sé
c6 mot chuyén phiéu lwu day.”

Lao Armand buéng tay nam chiéc xe nbi va quay lai giap mat v&i mot phu
nit gypsy mac 4o 16ng ngan va chiéc vay hoa dai quét dat.

Lao nhe ham rang lwa thwa cuwoi véi ba kia. “A, co Mireli,” 1do chao. “Bon
o trd lai Paris trd déng r6i co a?”

Khuon mat den dda cua ba gypsy sang 1én bén dwdi tam khan choang xanh.
“Con c6 nguoi chang phai bao nhiéu mua dong roi van bam ldy Paris do6
sao?” ba hoi, ct* nhv mot ménh phu. “Nhung c6 viéc gi ma ong ra ngoai sém
thé?”

Lao Armand nhin dé6i vai bén duéi chiéc do choang dai gan cham got. “T6i
lai ra chan cau day,” lao dap. “Chiu hét n6i mdy cai géc dwong nhén nhao
v6i may con hém chat chdi ¢ Place Maubert r6i. Ca tro lwgm rac ban ve chai
cling phat mét. T6i da san sang cho cudc phiéu Iwu ma c6 hita hen r6i day.”
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Ba Mireli théng cam lam. “Sau nhitng chuyén di tw do thoai mai trén nhitng
chdng duwong dai quanh co thi cai san ma bon t6i ¢ dau dung that chang khac
nao cai chuoéng,” ba noéi, “nhung dwoc cai canh dan ong kiém dwgc nhiéu
viéc dé lam trong mua dong. M6t thanh pho c6 lam tiém an nhuw Paris thi cha
thiéu gi xoong nobi can stta sang. Mac du vay, tat nhién, bon tré chang noi
chuyén gi khac ngoai nhitng canh dong véi nhitng canh ritng mua xuan.”

“T6i khong tai nao chiu noi cai bon nhoéc ay,” 1ao Armand lau bau. “Mot 1
sdo da. Mot 1i chim con ng6c ngéch, riu rit luén mom.”

Ba Mireli gio ngén tay chia vao 1o ma lic lic. “Ong nghi minh ghét tré
con,” ba néi, “nhung ching qua la dng so ching dé théi. Ong so bon nhéc
lau linh do6 sé thé mat trai tim cua 6ng néu chiing biét ong c6 mot trai tim.”

Ldo Armand cau nhau ndm lay tay day cua chiéc xe n6i. Ba Mireli vay tay
chao lao, nhin nhay doi chan tran x6 dép sandal mau bac da son cli. “Néu
ong nghi lai vé chuyén chan cau thi ¢ dén song vdi ching t6i,” ba moi.
“Bon t6i & phia sau Halles - ngay cho ngwoi ta dang pha may cai nha canh

dién Than Diéu' cti &y ma.”

Lao Armand ndng né lach dwéi mot than cay den thui tro trui va vong qua
nha tho vé phia bo séng ma khong them liéc nhin n6 1ay mot cai.

Trong cai cong vién xanh dang sau hang c6t chdong cé may dita tré duwong
pho dang tha than. Hai dita trong bon dang choi dau kiém, trong khi dita thi
ba nhé hon thi nhdm nhap mot qua tdo do ngbi xem. Hai tay kiém lam lam
thanh kiém twdng twgng ma von quanh nhau. Nhitng ban tay chém moi lic
mot gan, roi ca hai cung quén luon thanh kiém twéng twgng ma cit thé thui
nhau huynh huych.

Chung ngung choi luc 1ao Armand di ngang qua. “Nhin ong gia an may
buon cwoi chwra kia!” mot trong hai kiém si hét twéng 1én.
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Lao Armand ng6 quanh, ldo cling muén xem cai 6ng gia an may buén cuoi
kia. Han lai 1o hé Louis vd&i cai mii den cao ngat nguwdng va cai quan rong
thung thinh day ma. Roi thi 1o nhan ra minh chinh la 6ng gia an may buo6n
cwdi ma thang bé dang noi dén.

“Liéu hon ma an noéi cho dang hoang, do sao da,” lao de, dwa tay so nhanh
nhya ru6i trén ve do. “Khong ta mach lao Cha Giang sinh ban ta vé théi hw
cua chung bay bay gio. Luc do dung co keu la khong duge qua gi ngoai mot
bé roi giong nhw bo trén xe ta day.”

Bon nhéc c6 vé hoang. O bén Phap ngudi ta goi Santa Claus 1a Cha Giang
sinh. Ong cu®i mot con lira xAm nhoé ti¥ phwong bic xudng va phat qua cho
nhitng tré ngoan.

Ditta bé nhat chia cho ldo qua tdo dang &n dé. “Ong oi, 6ng c6 d6i khong?”
n6 hoi. “Ong c6 mudn dn chd tdo ndy khong a?”

Nhung thang 16n nhat trong bon da dam tay lén troi, vé nhao bang. “Dao
0i!” n6 de biu. “Lam gi c6 Cha Giang sinh. Toan chuyén bia.”

“Néu khong tin 10i ta,” 1do Armand nghiém giong noi, “thi ci¥ vao cra hang
Louvre ma xem. O ngay géc limg dy.”

Lao nhan nh@ cwoi, trong nhw mot trong nhitng quai vat nhan nhd trén may
cai dau mang x6i nha thy Bitc Ba. O d6 ding 1a c6 mot Cha Giang sinh, va
do6 1a 6ng ban Camille cua ldo, ngwdi van thuwong ngiva ngdy muon lam viéc
moi khi troi trg rét.

“Chau tin 0ng a, thwa 6ng,” thang bé c6 qua tao ndi. “Hom qua chau da thay
Cha Giang sinh bén ngoai cita hang. Ong dy dang &n hat dé rang ngoai
duong.”

Lao Armand nhtn vai roi v0i va quay lwng rao budc vé phia cau. Mireli néi
dung. Trai tim lao, khong lo ma giau di cho k¥ thi lii sdo da sé thé mat. Lao
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cha muén day dwa gi vGi bon ching. Tré con dong nghia v6i nha ctra, trach
nhiém cung mot cong viéc 6n dinh... tat ca nhitng gi lao da quay lung lai tw
lau. Ma lao thi dang mong phiéu luvu.

Xubi xuong vai day nha nita la dén cay cau noi lao song khi thoi tiét khong
qua khac nghiét. Va nhiéu ngudi trong so nhitng ké v6 gia cw cia Paris ma
1do thwong bu khu trong mua hé déu da xi cho nay cho kia cho minh.

“Nhung truede tién phai an t6i cai da,” lao Armand ty nhd, mat nhin sang nha
hang bén kia duwong. Ldo liém ngoén tay céi va gio lén troi. “Dung gio roi,”
1o nght.

Thé 1a lao tap cai xe ndi cia minh vao canh bitc twong thap va ngoi xuéng
don lan hoi thodng dén tir phia nha hang. Lao hit that day vao phdi tat ca
hwong vi cia nha bép. “Cha, thit bo nwéng than cai,” 1do thot 1én thém
thuéng. “Nudc sot cling dung diéu day. Nhung khoai tay qua Itra mat r6i.”

Lao Armand ci¥ ng6i trén via hé nhu vay hai gio lién dé thwdng thirc mui do
an, vi do la khoang thoi gian ma mot nguoi dan ong Phap cho phép minh
dung dé an trua.

R6i lao diéu dang vén tay ao lau cai miéng rau ria va ditng day trén doi giay
u u cia minh. “Ct¥ gitt tién 1é di, chui boi,” 1ao hao phéng néi mac du cha co
anh boi ban mac dong phuc trang nao & day ca. “Chu sé can dé tiéu Giang
sinh ddy.”

Ldo theo bac cdp tir mat dwong dan xuéng mép song Seine, tha hai banh sau
chiéc xe n6i nay tung tung trén moi bac. “Hoi bi no,” 1do ty nhu, “nhuwng gia
minh c 14y qua tdo lic ndy thi hay. D6 sé la mot mén trang miéng ding
diéu sau cai thit nwéc sot ngdy nhw vira roi.”

Xudng mép song, lao day chiéc xe nbi vé phia vom gam cau chay doc bo
song. Trén bo séi c6 mot 6ng dang rira xe bang nwdc mién phi cia song
Seine. Mot ba mdc ao 1ong dang cho con ché xu noi Phap héng gi6. Mot
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chiéc xa lan dai bong nhay nhu con hai cau dang troi trén song. Pung la nhw
dugc vé qué sau mot thoi gian dai di xa, ldo Armand nghi bung. Ma duéi
mot cay cau Paris lai chang c6 thiéu gi chuyén héi hop nita chir.

Khi dén gan lao méi trgn mat vi ngac nhién va titc gian. Mot cai 1éu bat mau
xam nam chinh inh & hoc twong xwa nay von la cia ldo. Va mot cai xe day
kiéu trong chg dung ngay bén cay cot.

Lao day xe noi chay voi trén 16p séi dén hoc vom. Dén noi, 1do hung ho tho
tay giat tung cai 1éu. Thé roi hoang hot nhay lui.

“O la la!” 1ao hét toang l1én. “Lii sao da! Ca 6 sao da!”

Bé&i vi c6 ba dita tré dang khiép via ric vao cai mén rach, ngwéc nhin 1én
bang anh mat thang thét chang kém gi 1do. M6t con bé va mot thang bé nhui
sau trong mén. Con con bé 16n hon lién nhdy phat day. N6 c6é cap mat xanh
ngay thang, rat hgp vdi cai cam quyét doan, cai miii héch cung mai toc do
hoe.

“Ong khong duwoc bat ching toi di,” né hét 1én, nim tay vung vay. “Ching
t0i sé & lai vdi nhau vi ching t6i 1a mot gia dinh, ma gia dinh thi phai gan bé
v6i nhau. Me ching t6i dan thé.”
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CHUONG HAI

Léo Armand dang nhin bon nhoc trirng trirtng thi mot con ché 1ong 1a bom

x0m, chdc von c6 mau trang, bang qua bd so6i lao dén. N6 nhdy ngay vao
gitta ldo lang thang va bon tré, cit nhe lao ma sta nhu dién. Lao vQi vang
day tdi day lui chiéc xe noi che chan gitta minh va con ché.

“Néu cai con quai nay ma can ta,” ldo kéu 1én, “ta sé di thwa cac ngudi va
doi béi thwong mudi nghin franc day.”
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Con bé goi con ché. “Lai day. Jojo! Thdi nao, Jojo! Ong ay khong bit minh
dau. Chi la mot 6ng gia an xin thoi ma.”

Con ché ngirng sta va hit hit mdy céi banh xe chiéc xe noi.

Lao lang thang byc 1am. “Néi cho ma biét, ta khong phai 6ng gia an xin v@
van nao hét,” 1do 1én tiéng. Ma dung thé that. “Ta khong phai ké than co6 thé
co, va muodn lam viéc gi la ta lam duwgc ngay. Nhung cha me ching bay dau
va chiing bay dang tron ai ¢ day? Canh sat ha?”

Lo nhin ki bon nhéc. Rat téc dé, cd ba dira, quan do chap va, vé nghéo ting
khong lan di dau duoc.

Cdp mat con bé 16n nhat sang birng mot mau xanh lo sdu tham. “Chu nha
du6i ching chau ra vi tir khi b6 mat ma nha chau khong co6 da tién tro,” no6
ké. “Cho nén me phai mang chiing chau ra day vi khong con cho & nita. Me
dan phdi tron sau tam bat dé khong ai thdy, khong thi nguoi ta sé bat ching
chau dem vao nha nudi tré ngheo, khong dugc ¢ voi me. Nhung chung chau
la mot gia dinh nén ching chdu muén & véi nhau. Chau la Suzy, con day la
Paul va Evelyne.”

Thang bé cling da lai hén mét chut. “Chau ma 16n hon ti nita thi chau sé tim
cho mdi cho ca nha,” né vénh vao.

“Ta thdy ching bay da tim dwgc ché mdi r6i,” 1do Armand néi, “va do la cho
cli cta ta. Ching bay dudi ta ra khoi nha ta cting hét nhw ba cht nha kia da
lam vd&i ching bay vay.”

Suzy c6 vé ai ngai. N6 kéo cai xe day ra va nheo mot mat ang chirng lao
Armand. R6i n6 lay cuc than mém vé mot hinh chi¥ nhat dai trén nén bé
tong.

“Pay 1a phong ctia 6ng,” né noéi. “Ong cit & diy véi ching chau.” Ngim
nghi thém mot lat, n6 nghéch ngoac vé thém mot hinh vuong nho cé ké 6
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phia dwéi hinh chit nhat. “Pay la ctta s6,” no trinh trong noéi, “dé 6ng con
nhin ra ngam song.”

Lao Armand ham huy trong hong, kéo 4o choang che kin ngwc nhw thé mudn
gidu di trai tim. Cha, con bé sdo da nay dang gom day. Lao phdi cudn goi
sdm thi hon. Paris thiéu gi cau, song Seine chang chdy qua Paris ngoan
ngoéo lam day sao. Tim mdt cay cau khac dau c6 gi kho nhoc. Nhung ding
lic 1ao dom buéc di thi con bé da chay theo tém ldy 6ng tay do rach buwom
cua lao.

“Ong ¢ lai di a,” n6 nai. “Chung chau sé gia vo ong la ong ngoai ching
chau.”

Lao Armand khit miii. “Nay, bé con,” ldo noéi, “thit nhat 1a triéu phu, thi nhi
la 6ng ngoai, do6 la nhitng viéc cudi cing ma ta mudn lam trén doi.” Lau bau
thi lau bau vay nhung lao cling bat dau do do ra.

Lao chum cac than va canh cay lai r6i vun hét 1a vao. Lao 16i ra mot tam bat
do day va mot cai moc sat han ri, dat cai lon sat nho nhem cé quai cam bén
canh dam 14, bay ra may cai dao muong cong queo. Cudi cung, ldo 16i ra mot
chiéc giay cii da thing deé.

“Chura biét chirng lai sap vé dugce chiéc ciing doi cia noé cling nén,” 1do phan
tran vGi bon tré. “Ma n6 cling vira in chéan ta.”

Bon tré muon gitip 1do mot tay. Oi, cdi lii séo d4 ndy m&i khon chiz. Ching
that biét cach x6 miii mot 1do gia. May ma lao chang phdi 6ng ndi 6ng ngoai
gl cua ching ca. Tuy nhién, ldo van trai tim bat ctia minh 1én cho hinh chir
nhat ma Suzy da vé.

L.do Armand nhom Itta v6i cho canh 14 kho. Sau do treo cai lon sat to lén
ngon Itta, 1do d6 vao dé cac manh vun d6 an ma lao goéi san trong mét miéng
bao.
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“Vao cai thoi huy hoang ngay xwa & Paris,” 1ao bao vagi bon tré, “nguoi ta
thwong giong chudng & cac chg vao lic cudi ngay dé canh an may biét ma
dén lwgm cac thit con thira. Nhung hét roi. Nay thi o phai ty di ma lo cho
minh thoi.”
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Bon nhéc nhin lao an. Ngay cd con ché von cé mau trang ciling nhin theo
tirng miéng lao dut vao miéng ma nhéu nwdc dai xuéng mat san bé tong. Lao
Armand ngo ngudy kho6 chiu. “Chuyén gi?” lao héi gan. “Chiing bay chwa
thay ai an bao gio hay sao?” Chiing lang thinh khong néi gi, nhung ca bon
cadp mat thi c doi theo titng chuyén dong cta cai muong trén tay lao
Armand. “Ta doan la ching bay dang déi,” lao lau bau. “Lii sdo da ct& phai
an lu6n mom thoi. Lay chén bat ra day.”

Suzy 16i tir xe ddy ra may cai bat nhom nhem méo mo cung may cai muong
cong queo. Lao Armand can than chia d6 an, tham chi con tinh ca phan cho
con cho.

Lic me bon tré vé thi trdi da t6i. Anh dén cia Paris da troi litng 10 trén séng
Seine, nhung duwéi chan cau chi cé anh sang tir dong Itta nhé caa lao
Armand. Lao khong nhin thay rd mat ngwdi phu ni* nhwng cdm nhan duwgc
cai gay gat trong giong noi cua chi.

“Ong dang 1am gi & day?” chi hoi 130 lang thang.

Lao Armand néi néng. “T6i cling c6 thé hoi c6 cau do ddy, thwa co,” lao vac
lai. “Me con c6 da chiém khtc cau caa t6i.”

“Cau dau phai cta riéng ai,” ngudi phu nit néi. “Pay la cho tri mién phi duy
nhat ¢ Paris nay ma.”

Suzy c6 ditng ra hoa giai. “Ong 1a mot 6ng gia dn xin than thién dé thuong
lam, me a,” n6 noi, “6ng sé ¢ cung ching ta.”

“Ta khong phai ldo an may than thién dau nhé,” 1do Armand titc t6i kéu lén,
“ta la 1ao an may keo kiét, gan d&, ghét tré con, ché va ca dan ba.”

“Ong ghét ching chau,” Paul n6i, “thé sao lai con cho ching chau an cting?”
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“Vi ta la m6t lao an may ngu ngdc,” 1lao dap. “Vi ta 1a 1do an may ngu ngoc
c6 trai tim mém yéu.” O 1a la! Chét dé roi. Lao da 1& miéng dé 16 1a minh c6
trai tim. Bay gio thi ca cai gia dinh khéng nha khong ctra nay chac chan sé
rinh rap no day.

Ba me khong wvui ti nao khi nghe I con an chuc cua lao lang thang. “Nha ta
dau phai an may,” chi nhac ching. “Me cé cong viéc 6n dinh & tiém giat, thé
la hon dwt 6ng ta r6i.”

Chij lang xang ham nong sip va cat 6 banh mi dai vira mang vé. Lao Armand
ngoi trong cai hinh chi¥ nhat Suzy vé cho, nghi bung rac r6i cia nguwdi phu
nit nay chinh la sy kiéu hanh, ma sy kiéu hanh véi mot cudc séng dudi chan
cau that kho c6 thé di chung véi nhau.

Ltra gan tan, ngwoi phu nit chay di chay lai dén chiéc xe day lay ra nhitng
tdm mén bi nhdy can thung 16 chd dé trai lam cho nam trén san bé tong.
Ngay trén dau la xe c6 ru rit, anh dén pha xudéng cay cau va khach b hanh
qua lai trén phia bo cao budng tiéng cuwdi vang xuéng. Nhung tat ca duong
nhw ¢ cach xa nhém ngudi nho nhé dwdi chan cau ca triéu dam.

“Co phai dua bon sdo da vao mot nha té ban nao dé cho dén khi tim dwoc
ch6é & méi cho minh, c6 a,” ldo Armand dé xudt sau khi bon tré di ngu.
“Cudc song nhu thé nay khong phéi danh cho chiing. Nghe nay, c6 khong
muon ching dén nong noi nhu téi chit, diing khong?”

“MOot gia dinh thi phai gan bé véi nhau cd lic swéng ciling nhv lic kho,”
ngwoi phu nit dap. “Ma t6i cling cé nhiéu hi vong. Sap tdi t6i sé dén cho chi
dau t6i. Co thé chi ay sé tim mot cho cho chiing t6i bén man Clichy.”

Lio Armand nam dudi dai trén tdm bat, cha can dap gi. Lao chiu lanh da
quen, khong con cam thay né nita. Nhung lao biét chac bon nhdéc ti nay thé
nao ciing lanh. Nam trén san citng ma mot y nghi khé chiu c can rit lao, c
nhw c6 con chudt dang dit dit day giay. Bay gio da 18 lam quen v6i v6i 1a
sdo da kia ro6i, cudc doi lao sé khong hoan toan la cta riéng lao nita.

https://thuviensach.vn



Bu6i sing mo ma len dan vao bong tét dwdi chan cau, ldo Armand thitc giac
thi thady ngwoi phu nit da di r6i, con ba dita tré dang cho con Jojo an mot
miéng banh mi ci.

“Chung bay van con & day sao?” ldo hoi. “Chang phai hom nay phai di hoc
hay gi sao?”

Suzy lac mai téc dé. “Chwa c6 cho & thi bon chau chwa di hoc lai dugc. Me
bao khong khéo thay co sé héi dén, roi thi nguwdi ta tdch me con bon chau ra
ma dua bon chau vao nha nuoi tré mat.”

“Me chiing bay muon cé ching bay & bén hon ta,” 1do néi. “Nhwng con nit
thi phai di hoc chit. Liéu ta c6 & day khong néu héi nho ta di hoc?”

“0, chau thich di hoc 14m,” Suzy néi, doi mat xanh lo sang 1én. “Chau thich
doc véi thich viét. Chau wéc 16n 1én 1am c6 gido. Ong coi nay, c6 mot 6ng
trén xa lan ném cho chau mau than dé chau viét thay but chi day nay. Udc gi
bon chau sém dwogc di hoc lai.”

“Minh khac nhau cho dé6 day,” 1dao Armand thad thye. “Ta chwa bao gio thich
di hoc ca. Nhung ban ngay ching bay ciing phai di dau do chit. Me ching
bay khong thé bat ta tréng coi ching bay dwgc. Ta cling cé viéc phai di nita
chw.”

“A, thé thi bon chau di v&i 6ng dwgc khong?” Suzy nai. “Bé Evelyne trong
thé chit di bo gidi lam a. Em dy khong mét dau.”

“Khong,” 1do Armand lo lang kéu lén. “Khéng di theo ta dugc dau, dirng co
keo nheo.”

“Di ma, 6ng an xin, cho tui chau di v4i,” Paul nan ni. “Ngo6i khong dwdi nay
thi lanh dén chét mat.”
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“Durng vo lé thé, Paul,” Suzy nhac. “Néu em khong xin 16i thi 6ng ay sé
khong cho minh di dau.”

“Nhung biét goi 6ng ay thé nao bay gio?” Paul héi lai. “Em c6 biét tén 6ng
ay dau.”

“Ong oi, 6ng tén gi?” Suzy hai lio.
“Armand,” 1ao lang thang dap.
“Thé con ho a?” Paul hoi gang. “Ho cta bon chau la Calcet.”

Lao Armand nhun vai. “Ta quén r6i,” 1do thu thic. “Ta nhé hinh nhue Pouly
hay Pougy gi d6. Dai dé thé. Goi Armand la dugc r6i.”

“Hay qua, thwa 6ng Armand,” Paul néi. “Chau xin 16i vi da goi ong la 6ng
an xin. Bay gio ong cho ching chau di v6i ch a?”

“Chac chan r6i,” Suzy voi n6i. “Trong 6ng ay bay hay thé chi trai tim ong
tot lam. Ca Jojo di nita, dwgc khong ong?”

Lio Armand s 1én nguc 4o choang, chd che trai tim. Oi, bon nhéc nay ding
1a dang nhim vao né day, chic chin roi. “O 1a 1a!” 130 kéu 1én. “Di dau ciing
kéo theo mot 1i sdo da vGi mot con cho thé nay thi con ra thé thong gi nita?”
ldo ngdn ngam. “Ban bé nao chiu cho minh tut tat v6i cd ddm am wong nay
chit?” Thé r6i mot nét ranh manh thoang qua trén khuén mat phong swong
cta ldo. Co6 1é kéo dam nhoc ti tham hai nay ra duong ciing khong dén noi
dé dau. Khong, that thé! Lao da c6 mot y cuc hay. Tat nhién d6 khong phai
la tht ma mot ba me kiéu hanh chap nhan. “May dita cé thich 1én phé gap
Cha Giang sinh ban ta khong?” 1ao hoi bon tré.

Théng Paul bang hoang khong ddm tin. “Ong quen ca Cha Giang sinh co a?”
no hoi.
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“Me bdo nam nay ong dy sé khong dem gi dén cho ching chau vi khong biét

ching chau ¢ dau,” con bé Evelyne noi.

“Thé thi ta dén thang ctta hang Louvre,” 1do Armand tuyén bo. “Cit dén
thang ddy bao cho 6ng ay biét chd.”
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CHUONG BA

Armand, ldo lang thang Paris, dan lii nhéc téc dé leo mdy bac cdp 1én
thanh pho nhon nhip bén trén. B 6c gia nua bén dudi chiéc mii bé ré cii ki
dang ban rén v6i nhitng ké hoach 16n lao cho bon tré va cho chinh ldo. Xem
ra bon sao da ciing khong dén noi qua té. Ching ciing c6 ich day chit.

Lo budce phia triede, dan dwong bang qua cau réi vong qua nha tho Pirc Ba.
Suzy dat tay con bé Evelyne theo sau. Thang Paul thi chéc chéc lai tut tat
ngo nghiéng cai gi do, co luc lai chay len trudc noi chuyén vdi lao lang
thang. Con cho6 han vén cé mau trang 16¢ coc chay bén d6i giay mon vet cta
Suzy.

Ca dam lao nhéo di qua cdy cau n6i hon ddo vdi bo phai. Bon nhoc quay
ngang quay ngtta nhin ngé nhitng ngon thap ro6i thap canh la mat bén trén
noc Hotel de Ville.

“D6 la toa thi chinh, noi nguwoi ta diéu hanh Paris day,” lao Armand giai
thich. “Hirm! Ta day ng6i dwdi gam cau diéu hanh con giéi hon.”

May con bo cau xanh chap chdi day hy vong quanh may 6ng chau.

“Do6 an xin!” ldo lang thang khit mii. “C quay ray nguoi ta xin bo thi.”
Jojo cling cho la thé. Con chim nao lang chang dén gan 1i tré qua la n6 dudi
lién.

“Gia ma c6 it bap cho ching an,” Paul néi.

“Thay ta no6i gi chwa?” lao Armand hoi. “Ngay ca nhitng ké khong co gi bo
miéng cling van con san sang cho bo cau an co day. Udc gi ta cling 1a chim.”

Ca nhém kéo nhau qua con duwong rai da dm dam cho dén tan Rue de Rivoli
nhon nhip. Noi nay day nhitng ngwoi di mua sam lé.
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Giang sinh qud thuc da dén rat gan con pho lam an. Nhitng nguwdi ban hang
rong ditng sau cac quay trén via hé oang oang rao hang va nai ni khach qua
duwong ghé xem. Nguoi ta dang mua nao khuyén tai, nao nit tat, nao chat lam
mém nudc, nao khan quang lua ¢ nhitng quay hang rong. Ngudi ta mua ban
dién cubng va 6n 3, nhu thé chang con bao gid tim dugc thit gi nhw vay &
Rue de Rivoli nita khong bang. Va ci nhin céi kiéu mua ban dién r6 nhw thé,
chac dén mai sé chang con gi ma ban nira that.

Ldo Armand lién tuc phai quay lai do bon tré di tiép. Thi gi chiing cling
muon ditng lai xem. Ching dirng lai ngam chd linh bang mdy ma mot 6ng
kia cho chay thit trén via hé. Chu linh buédc déu va gio tay chao r6 oai, phai
mat bao nhiéu cong méi 16i dugc thang Paul ra khoi ché dé.
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“Cai tht do choi ré tién ay ma,” ldo Amand de biu. “Dem vé nha la khéi
chay luon, khong thi chay mot vong thoi la dit cot ngay. Ta c6 ong ban
chuyén ban may thit nay ma lai.”

Vira do dugce ching roi khéi moén do chaoi thi lai dén tiém banh. C6 mot cai
banh khiic cay Giang sinh bay trong quay kinh - cai khic cay trong dén la
ngon. N6 c6 mau nau so-co-la v6i mdy dot nam xinh xinh nhd 1én tir khtic
than ngot lim. Nhitng déa hong bong dudng cling moc ra tir d6. Lai con ca
mot nhanh thwong xuan trong y nhw that cuén quanh khic than véi nhitng
chiéc 14 xanh non vuon dai nita chir.

“Oi, trong dep chwa kia!” Suzy thét 1én va 1iém méi.
“Minh em c6 thé an hét ca cai luén,” Paul kéu lén.
“Em doi,” Evelyne rén ri.

Lo Armand lai phéi 16i titng dita ra. “An nhv &n thudc chi* ngon lanh gi,”
3o néi. “Tat cd, ngoai cai day leo kia. Cai thit day an thi ding that nhw cay
thudng xudan, vira dai vira dang. Ta da an banh khic cay Giang sinh mot lan
roi ta biét.” Xem ra bon tré chang c6 vé gi tin 10i ldo ca. “Pé la cach nguoi
ta ltra tré con uéng thu6c day,” lao ca quyét.

Ca dam kéo nhau sang duong khi nguwdi canh sat dirng xe cd lai. May 6ng
chau dén cho mot cai 1o bang sat to twdng c6 mot 6ng dang ban hat dé nong,
rang dén dau ban hét veo dén ddy. Khéng khi am suwc quanh 10, va mui hat
dé rang thi c tréu nguoi. Bon tré ding lai, nhin cai 10 hau hau.

“DPi nao, di nao,” 1dao Armand sot rudt giuc. “Toan hat dé sau thoi. Ching
bay nghi Cha Giang sinh ctt ng6i day chd minh dén tan nita dém chac? Ma
con phai di mot doan dudng dai nita mdi dén dugc Louvre.”

Nhung trén duong c6 qua nhiéu thit dé nhin ngam nén xem ra cling kha gan.
Chang may choc, ca nhém da di vao dudi cac mai che cua ctra hang. Ma &

https://thuviensach.vn



phia ngoai nay cling bay ban nhiéu thit chang kém trong cac cira hang - ngan
ay xe day va ngudi ban rong kia ma.

Lao Armand lua bau doan bé nho ctia minh qua mot trong nhitng canh cira
kinh to dung vén la niém kiéu hanh cua ctta hang. Khi vao t&i bén trong, 1
tré va con cho6 cit ngd minh lac vao xi¢ than tién. Trong ctta hang vi dai nay
vira am ap via dep dé, v6i anh den sang trung va nhitng mau sac chuyén
dong. Lai con c6 ca mui thom cua cac loai nwdc hoa quyén vao nhau, nhw
thé hoa trén khap thé gian cing nd rd phia sau nhitng quay hang phu vai
meém va bay day nit trang 16ng lanh kia vay.

“Ta phai 1én cho gac ltng trén kia,” 1do Armand noéi. “C6 1€ nén di thang
mady cua ho, gilt chan gilt cang dé con di bo ve.”

Thé 1a ca bon bén dén chiéc thang may gan nhat. Nhung khong thé nhoi hét
tat ca nhitng nguoi dang chd vao mot lac duogc.

“Phai di thang b0 thoi,” 1ao Armand quyét dinh. “Bon bay c6 nghi cac ba kia
nén & nha ndu nwéng giat git thi hon khong?”

“Me chau sé lam thé ngay néu c6 thé,” Suzy nhanh nhéau noi.

May ong chau lén cau thang. Mat dam tré cang ldc cang thém mo mang.
Ching trong thay nhitng céi ban do choi chat cao chéc ngéc. Ching dang
lac vao lanh dia caa Cha Giang sinh. Chung cung kinh nhon chan theo sau
l3o lang thang vao gian phong noi tré con c6 thé chup hinh véi 6ng thanh -
mién la b6 me chiing chiu tra tién.

L3o Armand nhom vao. Bon nhéc nin thao.
“Ong ay khong c6 day,” ldo lang thang that vong néi.

Nhwng diang lic dé thi chinh Cha Giang sinh vong qua day quay bwdc lai.
Ong mic chiéc 4o choang do dai tdi tdn mét ca chan, con bd rau bac xoin
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xoan phu hét cd nguc. Ria mép cua 6ng gon séng va duwgc chai sap. Nhung
cdp mat den ctia 6ng thi cdu kinh va nam tay dang hua lén vé phia hai thang
bé chay dang trudc.

“Ta ma bat dwgc ching bay nghich cai xe Itta chay dién lan nita la ta tong co
ca hai ra khoi cira hang ddy nghe chwa,” ong de.

Bon tré nha Calcet sg mat via. Ca ba dita nép vao sau lwng 1ao Armand. R6i
khi Cha Giang sinh tién dén thi con bé Evelyne hodng sg khoc oa 1én, con
con Jojo thi gir gir. Vira trong thay lao Armand, nhitng nép nhan gian dit trén
tran Cha Giang sinh lién bién mat va vo tinh cudén quanh moi 6ng. Mat 6ng
diu lai ngac nhiéen va thich thu.

“Ho, ho, ho!” 6ng bat cuai theo kiéu Cha Giang sinh van cugi. “Xem 6ng
chau quy hoa nha ai hom nay t6i tham ta nay.” Poan ong lai cwoi ho ho ho
mai, dén noi bon tré da so la 6ng bi bua ho.

Lao Armand kéo bon tré nha Calcet ra tre6c mat minh, lan lwgt tirng dita
mot. Evelyne da théi khoc va Jojo cling thoi gam gr.

“Ong khong tin ndi ti tim thay chiing ¢ dau dau,” 1do Armand néi, “cé diéu
ching ct* muon t6i gap ong.”

Mat bon nhoéc lai sang rd. Chiing mirng qua khong thét noi nén 16i.
“Nam nay cac chau c6 ngoan khong nao?” Cha Giang sinh hoi.
“Ching chau da c6 1am day a,” Suzy noi tranh.

“Doi khi ching chau ciing hoi lan 16n viéc gi la ngoan va viéc gi khong
ngoan a,” Paul thu thye.

“Chau da kéo dudi Jojo, nhung tir nay chau khong lam thé nita a,” Evelyne
cling nhan 16i.
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Cha Giang sinh c6 vé hai long. “Ta thich nhitng dira tré that tha,” ong nai.
“Bon khac thi dita nao ciing khoe minh cd nam ngoan nhuw thién than. Nao,
cac chdu muon ta mang qua gi dén nhan dip Giang sinh day?”

“Chuing chau mudén mot cai nha a,” Suzy néi. “Xin 6ng mang dén cho ching
chau mot cai nha, dugc khong, Cha Giang sinh?”

“H0, ho, h6!” Cha Giang sinh cudi dap lai. “Cai nay thi b6 me cac chau méi
dong y duwgc. Nhung cac chau mudn nha loai nao? Mot cai nha dé choi?”
Ong liéc nhin Jojo. “Hay mét cdi nha cho ch4?”

“MGt cai nha that co a,” Paul néi. “Nha ma chiing chau & dugc ay.”
“Co ca twong, ca mai dy a,” Suzy noi.

“Ca ctra so nita a,” Evelyne dé thém. “Chau thich nhin ra ctta s6 dgi chi
Suzy v6i anh Paul di hoc vé.”

Cha Giang sinh tho6i khong cwdi hé hé hé vui nhén nita ma nhin ching cham
cham. “Pa c6 ai nghe noi tré con mudn qua Giang sinh la mot cai nha that
bao gid chwa nhi?” 6ng hoi lai. “Vay mot céi trong cho cau nho va bup bé
cho cac co bé, duvgc khong nao?”

“Khong a,” Suzy khang khang, “phai mot cai nha that co.”

Cha Giang sinh dao cap mat den va van vé ria mép. “Phai la biip bé hay do
choi co, cac chau cta ta,” 6ng néi. “Con ltra nho cia ta khéng thé tho trén
lung cd mot ng6i nha duwgce. Cac chau biét ma.”

Bon tré xiu mat. Nhuwng roi Suzy ciing nhd lai phép tac. “Du sao chiing chau
cling cdm on ong, thwa Cha Giang sinh,” né noi, giong run run. “Chau nghi
rang ching chau chang can gi khac ngoai ngo6i nha dau a.”

“Chau thi c6,” Paul néi. “Chau mudn cé gi do dé an.”
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“Con chau muén mot con buip bé,” Evelyne thém vao.

Cha Giang sinh m@ miéng dinh ndéi gi dé nhung mot co6 ban hang xinh dep
da chen vao. “Ong nén vao ngay phong chup di, kéo ngai Latour dudi viéc
ong by gid,” c6 ay néi. “Co bon dita tré dang chd dwgc chup hinh day.”

Cha Giang sinh vo dau twr biét tirng dita nhé téc doé, roi néi vai 1ao Armand,
“Ngai Latour nay dang tim mot nguwoi gac dem cho mot toa nha cta ban ong
ta day. Ong mudn lam khong?”

“O1a la!” 130 Armand kéu Ién. “Téi c6 dén gip Cha Giang sinh dé xin viéc
dau. Chao nhé, Camille.”

Lao lai dan bon tré xuéng cau thang, nhuing gio chiing lang 1é dén la. Tham
chi tai Jojo con rii xuéng va du6i cling cup ca vao.

Khi mdy ong chau di qua giita cac day quay thi tang chinh da b6t dong. Mot
ngudi trye tang lich 1dm trong thady dam bui doi lién chay dén. Ong ta tao ra
mot tiéng dong khe kheé khi rit chiéc khan trang muot tw tdi 4o ra.

“Co phdi cac ngudi vao nham ctra hang khong vay?” 6ng ta kiéu ki haéi.

“T6i dam chac la ching t6i da vao nham ctra hang,” 1ao Armand tra 10i cling
kiéu ki khéng kém. “Chuing t6i mang con ché vao day dé no di thang may,
thé ma thang mdy nao cling chat citng.” Lao huyt con Jojo. “Lai day nao,
cau bé, chung ta sé dwa cau sang bén Printemps.”

Jojo gam gt v&i nguwoi tric tang ngao man. Cai nhém nho huwéng ra phia
canh ctra kinh to dung ma ctta hang nay rat lay lam hanh dién. Tat ca déu
run lén khi buéc ra ngoai trdi lanh cat da.
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CHUONG BON

‘<
Cé mot gian hang Giang sinh dep lam dwé6i nay nay, may dira phai xem

méi dwgc,” 1do Armand bao bon tré. Ldo muén ching vui 1én mot chut vi
trong dita nao cling u € va cam lang.

Ldo dwa ching dén ctra chinh trong ra quang treong Palais Royal. Mot dam
dong da ditng chan hét ctta s6 nhung lao Armand cung lii nhéc dong hanh
van len 16i ra dugc phia truée.

Bon tré mat tron mat det. M6t canh twgng hoanh trang thé nay ching chwa
tirng thady bao gio. Mot bang ron gan mat tién ctta s6 cho biét day la canh
“Dam cudi cua Tartine”. Pung la mot dam cwdi nhu trong sach. Hai nguoi
mady, mot dan 6ng, mot dan ba, mac do trang 1ong lay kiéu ngay xwa ditng
trén mot rap cao. Hai nguoi chitng chac cii chao nhau trong tiéng nhac du
duwong lang man. Nhung ki diéu hon nita la dam ruéc cia nhitng hinh nguoi
nho xiu phia dwéi doi tinh nhan. D6 la nhitng dau bép doi mii trang bung cac
mon ngon lanh ky diéu cho bita tiéc cugi. Mot nguoi bung mot con cong sdc
s@, co thut 1én thut xuéng theo tiéng nhac. Nguwoi khac gio cao mot con cua
by, cdp cang cua quap vao md ra gilt nhip. Lai mot nguwoi nita bé mot cai
banh ngot trong con ngon hon ca cai banh khic cay Giang sinh & tiém banh
hoi ndy nita. M6i 6ng dau bép bé nhé déu hanh dién vdi moén an cua minh
dén noi c nhay nhét vong quanh trong dam rwdc.

“Chau ca la dam cuwéi xong ho sé vé song trong mot toa lau dai tuyét dep,”
Suzy thd dai, mat dan vao doi c6 dau cha ré.

“Chau doi qua,” Paul noi.
“Chau ciing thé,” Evelyne phu hoa.

Con ch6 chac von c6 mau trang nhéu nwdc dai Ién giay mot ong no.
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Vé tinh quai hién Ién trong mat 1o Armand.

“Ta ca la may dia thudc 10i bai hat dang choi trong dam cwdi do,” lao du.
“D6 1a bai Nang Tartine. Néu mdy dita hat bai nay thi ta sé kiém th gi do
cho ma an.”

Thang Paul dwa tay che miéng. Con Evelyne cling dit ngén tay vao mom.
Suzy ngan ngai lic dau. “O day dong ngudi qud,” né noi.

“Thi hat cho ho nghe chit sao,” ldo Armand néi. “Pirng dé ngudi ta cudi cho
la ngéc nghéch, dén mot bai hat cling cha biét. Nao, md cai miéng nho xinh
ra ma hat nhw chim hoang yén xem nao.”

Thé 1a Paul bé tay ra khoi miéng va cat tiéng hat, giong tuy manh nhung
chac. R6i Suzy ciling hoa theo bang mdt giong cao ngot ngao. Evelyne rit
ngon tay trong mom ra va hat theo anh chi né. Ching hat nhuw ba con chim
non dau trén canh vao tiét xuan. Khi dam tré da hat duoc hai doan thi lao
Armand vo0 tay ro manh. Roi lao 16t cai mii bé ré trén dau xudng va lan lugt
chia ra trréc mat hét ngwoi nay dén ngudi khac trong dam dong.
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“Lam on lam phuc,” 1ao lén giong. “Lam on lam phuc giup ldo gia ngheo
cung ba dita chdu mo6 c6i miéng an manh 4o. Va ca con cho bi bo roi nay
nita.”

Moi ngudi cho rat hao phéng vi ho dang cam thdy hoi huwéng cta Giang
sinh. Nhitng dong xu roi tdi tap vao mii bé ré cua ldo lang thang.

Man dong ca xem ra rat thanh cong nén ldao Armand chg lwgt thiv nhat di
khoi va lugt sau kéo dén xem trwdc quay kinh. Thay déng déng lao lai bao
bon tré hat. Roi ldo lai cam mii bé ré di gom tién.

Viéc nay sé van tiép dién thém maot lic nita néu nhw ngudi dan 6ng trire tang
kiéu ki khong ra phia ngoai cta hang xem lam sao ngudi ta bu lai cita s
dong dén thé. Ong ta quic mat nhin nhém ti tau.

“Di cho khac,” 6ng ta ra lénh v&i mot cai phay tay, mat vénh Ién troi.
“Khong dugc an xin trude Louvre.”

Lao Armand chang them do6i co. Cai mii bé ré cia lao da day nhitng xu, lao
vo lay tuon hét vao ti.

“Nao, bay chim hoang yén,” 1do n6i. “May dita gioi lam. Ta sé thudng banh
kép cho.”

Lo dat ching vong géc dwong dén ché mot 6ng nguwdi Breton ditng sau mot
cai quay lam banh kép trén hai tdm sat tron den thui.

“T6i lay tam mot tad banh tredc da,” lao néi, nhung trede dé lao phai chia
tién ra cho 6ng ngudi Breton thay thi 6ng kia md&i chiu do bot vao khuon.

Ong kia cham rai 1am titng cai banh, chdm dén ndi bon nhéc twéng s& chét
doi trwde khi 6ng dy lam xong dugc mot ta. Hwong vi con thom hon cd mui
huwong trong Louvre nita. Banh kép cai nao cai ndy to bang cai banh xe trugt
ma lai méng nhv to gidy. Ong ngwdi Breton phét bo va miit 1én tirng cai, sau
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do6 gap doi lai. Moi ngudi dugc ba cai banh. Nhung con Jojo ¢t rén v & 10
toi nghiép nén ai ndy ma&i nhd ra chac né ciling déi roi. Thé la 1ao Armand
bdo lam thém mot ta nira.

Bau doan kéo nhau vé, vira di vira sung swéng nham nhap banh kép, chi
riéng Jojo la van rén v ¢ vi moi cai banh cua minh né chi lam mot miéng la
xong.

Lic dén cho goc duong c6 mot dam dong khach mua hang dang cho xe
buyt, ldo Armand lai xui bon tré hat vai bai Giang sinh gi do gitup vui cho
nhitng con ngwoi da mét moi ra roi ay. Lan nay thi bon tré nha Calcet da bao
dan hon mot chut. Chung ra sttc hat that to.

Ciing nhu lan trudc, 1do lang thang lai cdm mii di vong quanh. “Lam on lam
phuc,” 1do nan ni, “gidp 1ao gia ngheo nuoi dan chau doéi an.”

Nhung Iic xu dang roi vao mi thi mét ban tay hung bao vo6 ngay vao lung
lao Armand. Lao sg¢ hét hon, ¢t twéng la canh sat. Thé nhung dé chi la mot
ngwoi dan 6ng khac cling rach rudi chang kém gi lao. Mot cai hop to deo
trén co 6ng ta, trong hop la mot chi khi nhé mac bé dé6 mau xanh-dé dang
nhan nho qua 16p kinh.

“Ong xam pham lanh dia cta t6i 1a c6 ¥ gi?” dng c6 con khi héi. “Ong dang
cwdp com cua toi day.”

Ldo Armand c6 lam hoa. “Nay, dirng gy sy ma, Titi,” 1do néi. “Thiéu gi
dam cho cé hai dita ta. Nhitng ai thich nghe ca hat thi dau c6 dé y xem mot

con khi dién tro ch.”

Titi khong diu di ti nao. “Mot dang la tré con, mot dang la khi, khac gi dau?”
ong ta hoi. “Ma day la goc duong cua toi.”

Bon tré thi khong tham gia vao man dau da, mac du Jojo c6 sua con khi, con
con khi thi lam bd mat nhan nhé khé thwong nhat véi con chd. Sau d6 con
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khi tang cho bon tré mdt nu cwdi budn va chia cai mii mau xanh 14 vé phia
chuing.

“O, n6 ciing xin tién kia,” Suzy néi, “lai con ca cai bat trén néc cai hop dé
dung xu nita chit. Ong Armand oi, minh cho con khi it tién, 6ng nhé.”

“DPung hong,” 1do Armand quat.
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“Pi ma, di ma, 6ng,” Evelyne van vi. “Con khi con cling muén mua it banh
kép ddy, ong a.”

bén luc ay nhitng nguwdi di mua hang da 1én xe buyt gan hét. Lao Armand
tinh xua bon nhéc ctia minh chuon di, nhung bon nhéc lai khéng cho, mai
dén khi 1do quang vao cai bat mot dong xu cho con khi thi chiing méi thoi.

“Cai tay Titi nay ro la do déu,” lao lang thang phan tran khi ca bon da di
xu6i xuong con phé. “Han 1gi dung con khi dé kiém tién cho minh.” Poan
ldo x6c¢ x6¢ nhitng dong xu trong tdi minh.

Dén cho ban hat dé, 1do lai dai bon tré mot chau nita. Chiing s6t ruét chd vi
vo hat dé lam tay ching nong ray.

“Nay, bay gio thi nhé nhé,” ldo Armand dan bon nhéc, “khong dwge hé ra
10i nao cho me day, khong thi hang ngay ta khong dwa di choi nita dau.”

Nhung dén khi ba Calcet mét nhoc leo xudng bac cap t6i hom doé thi bon tré
chay ua ra don.

“Con dé phan me mot cai banh kép day nay,” Suzy reo toang lén, tay thoc
vao tii chiéc 4o khoac bac mau ctia minh. “N6 ngudi mat roi, nhuwng van
ngon lam me a.”

Paul cling thoc tay vao tii 4o khoac ctia né. “Con thi mang vé cho me may
hat dé day nay, me,” n6 néi. “Hat dé cling ngudi mat réi, nhung an cang
ngon.”

Evelyne phung phiu. “Con khong phan me gi cd, me 0i,” né6 méu mao. “Con
quen.”

Me con bé 6m no vao long. “Khong sao dau,” chi noi, “me cling c6 th
mang vé cho cac con day.” Thé roi chi ngd ngg. “Cac con lay dau ra banh
kép véi hat dé thé?”
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Suzy va Paul cup mat xudng.

“Bon con hat may bai r6i nguwdi ta ném tién vao mii 6ng Armand,” Evelyne
ké.

Chi Calcet liéng luon nhitng moén qua ctia li con xuéng dat va gian dit buéc
veé phia l3o lang thang dang ndm dudi dai trén tdm bat ciia minh. “Ong bién
dam con t6i thanh dn may,” chi ming. “Ong da loi dung ching dé xin an
ngoai duong.”

“Thoi ma, thdi ma, c6,” 1do Armand c6 dau diu. “Cac nghé si 16n hat trong
nha hat Opera dugc tra tién cling la an xin hay sao? T6i sé chia phan cho c6
ma.”

Nhung chi Calcet cit mai miét giat hét mdy tdm bat xuéng va thu don chan
meén lai. “T6i khong can mot xu nao cai thit tién ban thiu ctia 6ng ca,” chi
vac. “Ta sé di khoi day,” chi quat bon con. “Me cam cac con khong dwoc
choi boi gi vdi ong ta nita.”

Bon nhéc than khéc nhv ri. Ngay cd Jojo cling rau i rén v &, xem chitng cu
cau cling doan ra rang sé chang con banh kép & duong Rue de Rivoli ma an
nira.

Lao Armand cao ngao gio d6i giay mop méo ctia minh 1én. “Khong can dau,
thwra 6,” lao kiéu ki noi, y nhu Iic noi véi ga truc tang. “Toi sé di dé khoi
phién dén cac ngudi. Toi khac biét Iic nao minh khong dwgc chao dén.”

Lao chang mat bao nhiéu thoi gian dé xép do 1én chiéc xe noi.

“Ong dirng di, 6ng oi,” Suzy khoc 16c. “Me, dirng bit 6ng di, nhé me.”

“Ong 1a 6ng ctia bon con ma me,” Evelyne thiit thit.

“Ngoai me ra bon con chi con c6 6ng dy thoi,” Paul dé thém.
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Nhung 1do Armand da vénh mat Ién. “Ci¢ gitt cai cau cho minh di, thva co,”
13o nai. “Sé con 1au c6 madi tim dugc thit gi khac. Chao 1i chich choe!”

Poan ldo day cai xe n6i cia minh ra bd song. Lao c6 tinh gay that nhiéu
tiéng on dé at di tiéng khoc than ctia bon tré, cing tiéng rén v & ctia con chd.
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CHUONG NAM

Léo Armand cau cau c6 cé day chiéc xe noi doc theo bg song. Lao di qua
mot gam cau nita. Cai gam cau nay c6 vé sau va day moi goi, lai c6 ca
nhitng vong sat rat tién cho ldo mang dé 1én. Nhung cac tau chita chay cta
Paris lai cap ngay day.

“Co chay ¢ dau do6 gan bo song la ca Paris kéo t6i ngay trén dau minh cho
xem,” 130 Armand lau bau.
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Thé 1a 130 lai 16c céc sang noi khac. Lao chi dirng lai mot 1an xem mot 6ng
dang kéo day cau vi twdng sé c6 mot con ca to. Té ra chi 1a mot chiéc giay
w6t sling.

“Cha, hi vong cta nguwoi ta roi ra déu thé ca, 6ng a,” 1do Armand buon rau
bao 6ng cau ca. Thé roi ldo sung swdng nhay cang lén. “Cung doi vai chiéc
giay trong xe cua t6i,” 1do reo. “Pung y roi!”

Ong cau ca g& chiéc giay ra va dwa né cho lao Armand. “O 1a la, thwa 6ng,”
lao lang thang noi, “ching to la dung bao gio tw bo hi vong.”

R6t cudc 13o lang thang ciing tim dugc mot cai gam cau vira y. Lao can than
trdi tdm bat nhw mdt nguwdi dan 6ng cta gia dinh trdi tdim thadm trong ngoi
nha mai.

“Khong dm cung bang can phong con bé hoang yén né lam cho minh,” lao
thtra nhan. “La la may duwong ké den den trén nén bé tong thé ma cling che
duogc gio lua co day.”

Va dém dé6 lao ngu khong yén giac. Lao ct nghi dén bon tré. Ching cé du
am khong? Chung c6 thay co6 quanh khong? Lao c6 gia bo nhw minh dang
buén vi con cé gi khac. “Pé la cdy cau cia minh kia ma,” 1do n6i thanh
tiéng. “Cai nha ay khong c6 quyén dudi minh ra khoi tai sdn ctia minh. Minh
phai tré lai doi quyén cia minh méi dwoc.”

Sang hom sau thitc giac, 1do Armand nhén thdy dém qua tuyét nhe da roi.
Ldo ngo6i 1én, dui mat nhin ra bd song. Chi qua mot dém, Paris da chuyén
thanh mau trang. D6 la mot canh twgng that dep cho nhitng ai ditng trong
phong @m ma nhin qua ctta s6. Nhung bon tré lic nay dang lam gi? Han
ching sé choi trong tuyét dén chét cong mat vi khong cé ngudi 16n trong
churng.

“Minh sé cho ho biét,” 1do ham hy. “Minh sé quay lai lién bay gio dé noi
cho ra nhé. Bé xem c6 dam dudi minh di nita khong.”
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Thé la ldo hap tdp day cai xe néi quay lai, banh xe han nhitng vét den w6t
trén mat tuyét. Cha c6 ma nao ¢ chdé may cai tau chita chdy. Nhung khi lao
dén gan gam cau cii thi c6 hai ba mac 4o 1ong dang di duéi ke. Lao Armand
hot hodng nhan thdy vét chan ho dan dén cai léu dung sat twong. Lao cd
budc that nhanh. Luc hai ba kia di ngang, ca hai cung ngoai sang nhin lao.

“Mot sinh linh khon khé dang thwong!” ba mac 4o 16ng den phan mét cau.
“Han ching ta c6 thé citu gitp dugc ong ta ddy,” ba mdc do 16ng nau tiép
10i.

“Thoi thoi, di ma cho bo cau an thi c6 dy,” lao Armand giéu.

Vét chan to beé ctia 1do x6a hét ddu chan cia ho trén mat tuyét dang tan. Lao

vén tam bat. Bon nhéc dang khoc rung ric.

“Co chuyén gi thé?” ldo héi. “Van con khoc vi ta bé di co a? Chung bay
phai biét la ta sé quay lai chi.”

Suzy kéo Evelyne lai gan. “C6 hai ba dén day néi chuyén véi chiing chéau,”
n6 khoc ram rit. “Ho bao di kéu nguwdi dén.”

“Ho dinh dem ching chau bé vao dau do,” Paul quét nuwdc mat néi.

“Ho con bdo sé nhot me vao tu,” Suzy nirc né. “Oi, ong Armand, 6ng citu
ching chau véi. Xin 6ng dirng gian me chung chau.”

Lao Armand vo vo cai mii bé ré trén mai dau bac. Bay gio thi noi sip da bi
hat vao bép Itra r6i. Lao biét may ké kiéu hai ba mac do 16ng thi d6 lam chit.
Ct& nham nham c6 bat canh lang thang phai lam viéc hodc rita mat rita miii
hodc doc sach co. Gio lai con di nhat ca tré con nita. Ci¢ phai dep bang hét
cai nan bui doi mai duogc co. Pay thyc ra khong phai la viéc cua ldo, nhung
Mireli néi dang. Cai dam lit nhit nay... Lao sup cai mii bé ré xuoéng that chat.
buing qua r6i. Mireli!
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“MAy dita mau chat hét do dac 1én xe,” 1o ra 1énh. “Phai chuén khoi day
cho nhanh. May mu kia mot khi da quyét cttu giip nhitng ké khon cung thi
khong chiu thua dé dang dau.”

R6i ldo gitp bon tré mot tay thu don xoong chdo va gap chan mén. Lao ha
tdm bat va trum no6 1én xe.

“Nhung minh di dau bay gio ?” Suzy hai.

“Me khong biét minh & dau,” Paul kéu 1én. “Minh khong thé bé me lai dugc.
Me la phan chinh cta gia dinh minh ma.”

“Ta sé quay trd lai cho ba dy biét mdy dita ¢ dau,” 1do Armand no6i. “Ta da
tim dugc to cho ching bay r6i.”

Lao gitp bon tré kéo chiéc xe day 1én cac bac cap. R6i vi chan Evelyne bi
cong nén lao dat né ngoi 1én tréc dong d6 ctia minh trén chiéc xe ndi. Lao
day xe qua may cay cau xuéng pho. Suzy va Paul day chiéc xe day theo sau.

“Em ma 1én,” Paul néi, “thi may ba d6 dirng hong hong hach nhw thé.”

“Minh di dau ha 6ng?” Suzy héi khi da ra dén pho Rue de Rivoli. “Dén cau
cttu Cha Giang sinh a?”

Lao Armand ngoai lai. “Khong can phéi nhd dén Cha Giang sinh,” 1dao néi.
“DPa c6 ta & day. Vi lai ong dy cling dang ban lam. Con bon ngay nita la dén
Giang sinh r6i.”

“Ong s& bao dng 4y 1a chiing chau chuyén di chit a?” Suzy lo ling hoi. “Nh&
dau 6ng ay tim duwgc cach dem ngo6i nha dén cho ching chau thi sao?”

“Khai lo di,” 1do0 Armand néi. “Ci¢ dé ta.”

Pang Ié dan chiing di xu6i theo pho Rue de Rivoli thi ldo lai chd xe ¢ dirng
va ra hiéu cho bon tré day xe bam sat minh. Ca bau doan liu riu bang qua
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dwong, vira sang dén noi thi mot chiéc taxi da kip té nwdc ban lén ngudoi
may 6ng chau. Nhung ho van di, sat bén nhau.

Trwdc mat ho 1t It hién ra mot nha kho khong 16. N6 to bang cd m6t nha ga
xe Itta, cling den ciling 6n ao nhu thé.

“Pay la Halles,” 1ao Armand bao bon tré. “Pay la chg 16n trung tam, noi
cung cap toan bg do an cho Paris.”

Bon tré rdo han chan khi nghe thiy hai tiéng “do6 an”.
“Chau doi,” Paul néi.

“O Halles thi khéi lo déi di,” 140 lang thang néi. “O’ day moi thit déu ban si.
Nhwng mot tay nhuw ta thi doi khi cling xoay x& dwgc it d6 an. Ta sé thir xem

»

Sdao.

Bon tré trong thay cd may con pho ken day nhitng gian kho den xi. Gio thi
ching phai di ditng that can than. Via hé ngén ngang nhitng thuing nhitng
sot. Con long duwong pha day gidy rach mau do, mau trang, mau xanh.

Bon tré vap lia lia vi ci* mdi tron mat nhin ng6 cac thit. Nhitng thung trai cay
va rau cu lam thanh nhitng bitrc twong quanh ching. Hang day dai hun hut
treo day trén cac moc nhitng suc thit nao bo, nao ctru, nao heo. Canh dan
ong qua lai vac nhitng céi sot to dung day gio heo va dau bé.

Mot dng dang nhac mot cai thung rat to. Ong nay doi mot cai mii ki di trong
chang khac nao mot nhan vat trong hoi hoa trang.

“Ai thé ha 6ng?” Suzy chi ong ta va hdi. “Sao 6ng ay lai doi cai mii buén
cuoi thé a?”

“P6 1a mot trong nhitng ngudi manh nhat,” 130 Armand dap. “Ong ta hét siic
tw hao véi cai mi d6 vi doi né thi nguwdi khac biét ngay mét lan 6ng ta vac
duwoc ca hon hai tram can.”
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“Ong c6 vac dugc thé khong?” Paul hoi.
L3o Armand nhtin vai. “O 1a la! Chwa biét dau,” 130 noi.

Ho véi va di qua nhitng chiéc xe tai dau dudi vao via he va cac day ban noi
nguoi mua nguwoi ban dang nga gia.

Lic ra dén con phd phia sau Halles, 1d0 Armand gdp rat nhiéu ban cd.
Nhitng nguwoi dan ong va dan ba rach rudi dang nhat nhanh cac th rau qua
cii bi vt ra ranh nuwéc.

“Chao Charlot.” Lio vay tay chao mot 6ng mat miii kém nhem mac bo do
tim lai v6i nhau bang kim bang. “Chao budi sang, Marguerite,” 1do chao
mot ba mac d6 dan 6ng. “Co tim dwge vién kim cuwong nao trong thung rac
khong thé?”

R6i lao vap phdi chiéc xe day bang sat sau banh do mot 6ng doi mii cao va
mdc quan lung thung day qua. “O kia, c6 phai Louis khong,” lao thot 1én.
“Pang kiém tién dé thué cai ham chudt chiii ngoai Place Maubert ddy ha?”

Ldo Louis cwdi mém mém. “To6i c6 thé kiém viéc cho anh hém nay day,
nguwoi ta can thém nguwdi day xe. Lic nao cling can ca.”

Lao Armand di ti€p. “Thi t6i dang day ddy,” lao néi. “Ma anh khong thay t6i
cling c6 khoi dita day cung day a. Chao nhé.”

Bon tré khong muon roi Halles ti nao. Chung thich sy 6n ao va nhon nhip.

“Nhiéu do an thé kia,” Suzy noi, “6ng khong nghi nguwdi ta c6 thé chia cho
minh mot it a?”

Ho tiép tuc day xe ngang qua nha tho St. Eustache ro6i vao mot con pho 16n
ngon toan xe day. C& nhu thé cai chg khong 16 da lam chdy tran ra con pho
nay nhitng dong quay cé va thit doc hai bén via he.
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Paul dirng lai, nhin vao ctta sO mot tiém ca phé c6 nhitng con chim sac s&
ctia Nam My nhoi rom ditng lam dang trudc cac bao tai ca phé hat dé ma.

Mat duong trai nhya két thic khi pho Rue de Montorgueil néi vao phé Rue
de Petits Carreaux. Gio thi ho di trén nhitng vién séi lat duwong, nho dén noi
trong ct nhu tranh ghép.

Lao Armand git* ching lai khi dén ngang mot toa nha c6 ba cai dau Ai Cap
den tro ra phia trwedc. Lao tré vao cai ngd hep vong veo.

“Pay 1a mot phan cta dién Than Diéu c6 day,” ldo néi. “O Paris ngdy xua,
canh an may tu tap hét & day, cha ai dam lam gi ho ca.”

Ldo dan bon tré vao mét con ngd ¢6 vdi nhitng cira hiéu toi tam.

“Sao nguoi ta lai goi la dién Than Diéu ha 6ng?” Suzy hoi.

“B@i vi cai cach dam an may rém ay toi toi vé day bé nang bo bang ra,” lao
Armand giai thich, “bat dau mé tiéc vui choi. D6 chang phai giong diéu than
diéu sao. Tham chi ho con bau ra vua ctia minh nita kia.”

Bon tré that vong nhin thay lung ctia mot cai ga-ra to va mot vai gian kho
nho toi tam nita & noi von la cung dién ctia dam an may.

“Chau ca ong sé la vua néu ho con song & day,” Paul néi.

Lao Armand thd dai. “O 1a la! Nhitng ngdy xwa huy hoang,” 130 néi, ctt nhw
chinh lao da tirng song & do va bay gio hoi twdng lai vay.

Ca dam roi khoi dién cung nhitng ky rc ngang tang ctia n6. Ho di qua 16i
vao cta nhitng nha tro d6 nat. O mdi nha ho van c6 thé 16 mo nhan ra vét
cau thang nghiéng ngd, chi rong vira da mot diva bé chui lot, uén quanh 1én
nhitng gian sanh t6i phia trén hoac mét gian phong trén thap ma thuat - biét
dau day? Nhin 1én m6t ctta s6 cao bén kia dwong, ho thay mat ba gia ky la
dang phoi do trén nhitng sgi day cang ngang ctra s6. Va do ba ta phai la sdu
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chiéc quan mau do cung sau doi gang tay dai mau do, ct nhw ba la vg cta
Cha Giang sinh vay.

Cubi cung ho ra dén mét goc trong duge rao lai bang van go. Bén trén sing
sitng cac mang twong cta nhitng tda nha dang bi pha d& dan tirng tang mot.
Nhitng bitc twong cao 1ém chédm con so6t lai giong nhw nhitng vach nii da.
Trén vai mang twong ngudi ta con cé thé nhan ra nhitng gian phong tredc doé
nho cac 6 gidy dan twong bac phéch.

May 6ng chau nghe thay tiéng dap pha am am bén kia hang rao chitng té
cong nhan van dang ban ron vdi cong viéc pha dd. Nhwng khi 1do Armand
dan bon tré qua hét khoang trong thi ching tr6 mat ngac nhién.

Khoanh san cat day nhitng léu tam. Hai chiéc xe hoi tang tang dang dau lan
trong d6. May nguwoi dan 6ng da sam mau dang vay quanh mot dong lira,
dung bua gb nhitng cai n6i ci. Nhitng phu ni* mat den mac vay sdc s& bét
cat wét. L tré v6i vé mat cado hoang nhin ho cham cham. Nam con cho tién
vé phia ho sua ram ran doa dam.

Chwa kip dinh than thi Jojo da nhay x6 vao dam chd, tao nén mot dam hon
loan di dong nhitng 16ng va tiéng gam gtt. Thé r6i mdt ba gypsy cam gay
chay dén vut cho dam ché mot tran, khong can biét tring dau. Chung théi
danh nhau, huc 1én vi dau va sg. Lao Armand tom 1dy Jojo va kéo né lui lai.
Ba gypsy quang gay, néi vai 1t ché bang mot giong tram mugt ma. Ching
rén ri mét chut roi hit ngri Jojo ra chiéu than mat, nhw thé ching vira méi
duwgc gidi thiéu véi nhau dang hoang réi vay.

“Armand,” ba Mireli kéu 1én. “Xin chao mung 6ng ban gia. Co vé nhu ong
dinh song & day vdi bon t6i it 1du.” Ba nhin sang bon tré. Paul va Evelyne sg
sét nép ra sau lung lao lang thang. “Chao cac nhoc,” ba tiép. “Cac chau sé
khong thay don doc & day dau. Ta sé kiém cho cac chau thit gi d6 dé an.” Ba
bé Evelyne twr trén xe ndi xudng.
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“Bon t6i cling khong dén tay khong,” Lao Armand dap 10i. Lao 16i cac thw
ti trén xe no6i xudng. Pau tién la mot ma& can tay. Tiép theo la may qua tdo.
Cudi cung lao trinh trong gio 1én mot cai dau bé.

Ldo thay bon tré nha Calcet ngac nhién nhin ch6 d6 an, c nhw ldo la mot ao
thuat gia biét 16i cac thit ra tir cai mii. “Khong hiéu lam sao may thit nay lai
rét vao xe noi cua ta,” 1o bao ching. “Nhat 1a cé cad Evelyne ngoi trén nita
md&i hay chit. Chac ta va vao cai gi & cho Halles day thoi.”

Bon tré gypsy xum lai quanh bon tré nha Calcet. Bon con trai médc quan dai,
cha dita nao cé 4o khoac. May dita con gai nho thi mac vay loe loet dai sat
dat bén trong nhitng chiéc do choang rach rwdi. Mai téc dai cta ching xén
ngang trwdc tran, ngay bén trén cap mat hat cwodm. Nhung chung lai nghi
rang bon tré nha Calcet tréng m@i ki cuc. Ching chi vao mai téc do cta
Evelyne. Chuing s& chiéc 4o dai vai tho mau t6i ctia Suzy r6i lai s& vao mé
gié sdc sO cua minh.

“Quan o cac cau sao trong buon thé,” mot con bé gypsy noi, “nhung téc
cau thi vui.”

Mot nguwoi dan ong gypsy budng bta va chao ca bon cling nhiét tinh chang
kém gi Mireli. “Trong trai cua ching t6i khong phai mot ma ca muoi nguoi
nita cling c6 chd d,” 6ng ta néi. “Bac & cung Petro nhé, Armand. Cau ta
dang nam trén giwvong trong do. Cau ta khong wa lanh, thanh ra c nga suot
mua dong.”

“Cho bon con gai ¢ trong xe vGi chung chau, ong nhé?” mot con bé gypsy
tam tudi Suzy hét 1én. Quan 4o ctia n6 mau sang nhat dam, né con deo ca
khuyén tai, nhung doi giay cao co thi kéu 16p dop nhw do6i bot vi khong cé
day budc.

“Con cau co thé ¢ cung 1éu vdi bon nay,” mot thang bé cao 16n ra Paul. “Léu
ctia bon nay & sat vach 10 nwéng banh nén vira am lai vira thom.”
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Con bé gypsy cam tay Suzy. “Tén t& la Tinka,” né néi. “Con cau tén gi?”

“Tinka,” Suzy lap lai. “Tén cau dep thé! T& la Suzy Calcet, day la em trai tG,
Paul, va day la em gai ut cua t6, Evelyne. Bon t6 khong c6 nha 6.”

“Dé t¢ dwa cau di xem nha bon t¢,” Tinka dé nghi. “Ca Paul va Evelyne
nita.” Con bé din m4y dita nha Calcet di xuyén qua cac ddy leu. O géc xa la
nha cua Tinka. Lii nhéc téc dé nha Calcet ha hoc mom khi trong thay. D6 la
mot ngoi nha nho cé mai vom, ctra 16n va ctra s6 mau nau cham khac. Bang
1é dirng trén mat dat dat thi ng6i nha nay lai c6 nhitng banh xe.

“Ngoi nha gypsy trén banh xe,” Paul thot 1én. “R6i, d6 chinh la loai nha ma
em mudn c6.”

“Bon t& c6 thé dwa nha cia minh di dau tuy thich,” Tinka hanh dién néi.
“Chi can moc né vao dudi chiéc xe cua chu Nikki la xong.”

Cdp mat Suzy sang birng l1én nhw anh Itta xanh. N6 nhéo tay Paul. “Con lira
nhé cia Cha Giang sinh c6 thé dem cai nha trén banh xe dén cho chiing
minh roi,” n6 kéu lén. “Kéo dén la dwgc ma.”

“Phai bdo ngay cho 6ng Armand,” Paul n6i. “Dé 6ng con néi lai cho Cha
Giang sinh biét quyét dinh ctia bon minh.”
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CHUONG SAU

Ué’c nguyén c6 mot ngdi nha trén banh xe ctia bon tré khién ldao Armand lo

lang. Cha, bay gio liéu ching con nghi ra cai gi kiéu dé nita khong chit?

“Gio may dita dau con can Cha Giang sinh dem nha dén cho nita,” 1do noi.
“Tinka sé cho may dita & cung trong nha cta n6, con Paul thi da c6 cai 1éu
thodi mai r6i con gi.”

“Nhuwng chiing chau muon cai nha cta riéng minh co,” Suzy néi. “Mot cai
nha dé ca gia dinh chau cung ¢. R6i ching chau cé thé thao banh ra dé dirng
lai noi nao do.”

“Khong, cit dé banh day chi,” Paul kéu 1én. “Dé con di ti€p dén nhitng cho
m&i nita. Em thich s6ng nhw ngudi gypsy.”

“Nhung néu c di mai thi lam sao di hoc dugc,” Suzy nhac.
Paul coi bd cha thiét tha gi chuyén dé.

Bén trong ng6i nha c6 banh xe cling dep chang thua gi bén ngoai. Mot cai
giwvong ném 16ng 16n chiém hét phia dang sau. Nhitng day ké chay doc vach
va nhitng noi xoong bang dong sang choang treo phia trén cai bép 10 nho
xiu. Suzy cé thé thay cai nha nhé nay la noi gon gang ngan nap nhat trong ca
trai gypsy.

“Dén t6i xép thém may cai giwvdng ném xudng san la tat ca cung ngu dugc
ay ma,” Tinka giai thich. “Tat ca bon con gai. Nhung khéng dwgc bay bira gi
hét vi me phai giit nha ctta gon gang.”

Ca bon nan lai ng6i nha trén banh xe kha lau. Tinka ng6i xom trén san ké vé
nhitng chuyén di ctia né.
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“Ctr dén mua xuan la bon t¢ lai xuéng Provence ¢ Dia Trung Hai,” no6 keé.
“Bon td ha trai doc theo cac phé tich La Ma va tam sudi nuwéc néng. Cac cau
di Provence vd&i bon t¢ khong?”

Suzy muoén lam, nhung nhat quyét lac dau. “Té con phai di hoc,” né noi.
“Ma me t@ chac cling chang di duwgc. Bon té thi khong thé di néu thiéu me.
Bon t¢ la mot gia dinh nén bon t& phai gan b6 vdi nhau.”

Tinka hiéu ngay. “Dan gypsy chiing t& cling gan b6 vGi nhau,” né noi.

Thoi gian tr6i nhanh qua, dén noi ldao Armand gan nhw quén bang mat me
dam tré.

“MAy dta c& ¢ day dé ta di don ba ay,” 1ao ndi khi thay troi da gan t6i.

Ldo quay qua quay trd lai qua nhitng con pho, noi tuyét da tan thanh nuwéc.
Chg Halles 6n ao va tdp nap hon bao gig vi cong viéc & day cha yéu dién ra
vao ban dém, khi nhitng chiéc xe tai khong 16 tir khap nwéc Phap do ve,
mang theo thitc an cho Paris dang doi ngau.

Lao Armand ra dén chan cau thi troi da t6i. Lao gap chi Calcet vira ding ltc.
Chi dang di xudng cac bac cap.

Thoat dau chi chang thém nghe 1ay mot 101 ma ci¢ voi va chay xudng ma
khong ngoai dau lai. Bén khi thdy bon tré cung toan bd dé dac da khong con
do6 nita thi chi méi chiu nghe. Chi 6a Ién khéc khi 1do Armand ké vé hai ba
no.

“Sao nguoi ta khong dé me con ching t6i dwoc yén co chi?” chi than tho.
“Toi chi co gitt cho gia dinh minh khong bi chia lia th6i ma.”

“Khong sao dau, ¢o 0i,” 1do Armand vo vai chi, néi. “Bon tré dang yén 6n @
cho ban t6i r6i. Ca c6 ciing dugc chao don & do. Bang 1€ t6i phai nghi ra tw
lau roi méi phai. O d6 t6t hon dwéi gam cau nhiéu.”
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Chi Calcet thoi khoc va theo 1do quay lai chg Halles.

“T6i muén xin 6ng thit 16i cho,” chi néi khé khang. “Ong that 1a mot ngudi
tot.”

Lao Armand bdi r6i. “Co cit gap cac ban t6i da,” lao noi. Lao biét chac khi
thay ho r6i thi chi sé chang cam on nita dau.

Su6t doc dwong qua cac pho tranh toi tranh sang, chi Calcet theo sau lao
Armand cach may bwéc. Lao biét chi xau ho khi bi bat gap di cing mot lao
lang thang. Nhung lao cling khong 1ay lam diéu. Lao da dep bé long kiéu
hanh ttr 1au lam r6i.

Cong viéc & chg Halles da s6i dén dinh diém khi lao qua day lan thit ba. Gio
chi Calcet phai di gan lao hon dé khéi lac. Ho bi nhitng thung, nhitng sot x6
day lia chia, thdm chi m6t lan chi con suyt bi xe tai chet phai. That la nhe
nhom khi tré lai cac ngo toi.

Khi ldo Armand dan nguwdi phu nit chui qua hang rao go thi phan &ng cta

chi ding y nhw 1ao da doan. Mat chi tron xoe tréc canh twgng nhin thay.

Nhitng ngudi gypsy da nau dang tu tdp quanh dong Itta trai. Vach twong cac
toa nha dung lén phia sau khién quang canh trong nhw mot trai gypsy 1€ loi
duwdi chan mot ngon nui Tay Ban Nha thay vi ¢ ngay gitta long Paris dong
duc.

Mot trong may ngwoi dan ong dang choi guitar va mot c6 gai dang nhay
mua. Phia sau do, Tinka ciling dang nhdy nhoét theo, ¢6 hoc cho thudc cac
buwéc. Va anh Iiva trai hat 1én ba dita tré toc dé dang vo tay theo nhip nhac.

“Ngudi gypsy!” chi Calcet thét 1én. “Ong mang ching tdi dén chd ngudi
gypsy!” Poan, ho then va tuyét vong, chi che khan tay khoc tic tuai.

“Co0 0i,” 1ao Armand lén tiéng, “c6d khdc ghé thé khong khéo lai mwa mat.”
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“Nghi canh bon toi sa sut dén nwdc nay,” chi than thé, “Cac con to6i phai dén
& dau cho nguwoi gypsy.”

“Nguoi gypsy thi da sao?” lao Armand hoi. “Sao c6 lai nghi minh hon ho
nhi? C6 tr té hon a? Hay c6 do lwgng hon?”

“T6i trung thue,” chi lam bam qua tam khan.

“Trung thuc thi c6 gi hay khi khong ti té va do lwgng co chi?” lao hai.
DPoan lao diu giong, noi tiép. “Co thé co nghi ho la quan trém cap va du tha
du thuyc, thwra c6, nhung ho cling lam viéc ddy. Ho hanh dién la nhitng thg
ché tac kim loai giéi va qua that 1a thé. Ho la nhitng nghé nhan ddy. Liéu c6
c6 va dugc cai noi bi chay gan hét day khong?”

“Ho la quan trom cap,” chi Calcet van khang khang.

“Ho khong cé y hai ai,” 1do lang thang néi. “Ho khong nghi an cap la co t6i.
Ma c6 ciing hay néi vé chuyén gia dinh phai gan b6 vdi nhau. Vay thi tat ca
ching ta day la mé6t gia dinh nghéo kho cia Chua, phédi dum boc 1ay nhau
mai phai chw.”

Chi Calcet lau nwéc mat. “T6i chang con noi nao dé dwa cac con di ca,” chi
thtra nhan. “Can phong ma chi dau t6i néi dén, t6i khéng du tién thué. Dang
16 t6i phai biét on vi c6 chd ma ra vao mdi ding.”

Nhitng ngudi gypsy vui vé tiép don chi, tham chi Mireli con dé nghi xem
béi cho nhung chi tir chéi. Tinka mang dén cho chi mét bat ham dé an bén
dong lira. “Pay la b6 cau ham ngon lam,” né gidi thiéu. “Chu Nikki cia
chau bat dwgce ching ngoai quang trwedng ddy. Cha ay nhanh tay cuc.”

Chi Calcet nhin bat ham v&i cam giac ghé ghé, nhung roi cai déi da thang.
“Pung la ngon that,” chi khen sau khi ném thir mot muong.

Ba dita nh6c quay quan quanh vay me.
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“O day thich hon dwéi chan ciu nhiéu, me a,” Paul néi.

“Ma me phai xem ng6i nha nho trén banh xe dé thwong lam,” Suzy gao lén.
“Ong Armand s& bdo Cha Giang sinh dem dén cho minh mét ci day a.”

“Co c6 thé nghi trong do,” ba Mireli an can bao chi. “Cé mot cai givong
mém & phia sau cho c6 va may dita con gai.”

“Cac bac that tot bung qua,” chi Calcet n6i. “Nhung t6i mubn dwoc tra cac
bac tién tro.”

“Chung t6i khong 14y tién ctia ban bé,” ba Mireli dong dac néi. “Chi l1dy cua
nguoi la théi.” No6i doan ba bién mat sau mot cai léu.

Suzy phat hién ra nam ném trén san vdi lii tré gypsy thich hon nhiéu.

Sang s6m hom sau, chi Calcet lai di lam. Sau d6 mot chut, canh dan ong
gypsy ciing roi léu dén cac quan an tim thém xoong noi dé stra.

“T6 doan cac cau dang nghi hoc nhan dip Giang sinh,” Suzy bao Tinka vi
thay lii tré van choi trong san.

“Bon td luc nao cha nghi,” Tinka noéi. “Bon t& co6 di hoc dau.”
Suzy ngd ca ngudi. “Thé thi cac cau hoc doc hoc viét thé nao?”
“Bon t& c6 biét doc biét viét gi dau,” Tinka dap.

Suzy cang s6c hon. “Vay dé t¢ day cho,” né néi. “Minh sé hoc luon sang

»

nay.

Con bé 1ay mau than mon vet cia minh ra. Twong trong dé lam béang thi tha
h6 nhiéu. N6 nan nét viét tirng chit trong bang chit cai, vira viét vira doc.

Lao Armand nam dai trén dat véi mot khic cui goi dau. Lao theo doi c6 gido
bé nho vdi chiat khoi hai. “Chau cé phai la dita viét 1én twong 1én cot bao
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nguoi ta vé nha khong day?”

Suzy im ldang lac dau. N6 dwa mau than cho Tinka. “Bay gio cau viét lai di,”
noé bao.
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Tinka nhoén miéng cwoi tinh nghich. Nhoang mot céi, n6 vé hai vong tron
l6ng vao nhau bén dwdi hang chit ctia Suzy.

Suzy nghiém mat. “D6 khong phai la chit. N6 cha c6 nghia gi ca.”

“E, c6 ddy,” Tinka cudi cudi, néi. “Néu cau nhin thdy ki hidu ndy & gan cira
thi nghia la nguwdi trong nha ay to6t bung va hao phéong.” N6 lai quét mot
dwong chia thang 1én roi thém hai duong ngan cat ngang. “Nhung ki hiéu
nay thi cho biét xin ¢ day sé bi doi xir té lam. Khong khéo ngudi ta con suyt
cho ra duoi nita dy chit.”

Lao Armand btrng tinh. “Phai ghi nhé méi dugc,” 1ao néi. “Co vé ta hoc 16n
treong mat roi. Nhitng thit c6 ich nhw thé nay thi lai khéng dwoc hoc.”

Tinka bat cudi. N6 ranh manh nhdy mat v&i Suzy. “Thdy chwa,” né noi, “cé
nhitng chit viét ma cau khéng doc dwoc day.”

Suzy cling ham hoc chang kém gi ham day. “T¢ thich hoc nhitng gi méi
mé,” n6 bao Tinka. “Day t& thém mdy chir gypsy nita di.”

Lao Armand nang nhoc ding day. “V6i ta cai nay cO vé hoi cao sieu qua
roi,” 130 noi. “Chac ta phai di long vong ra pho chat xiu.”

Lan nay bon nh6c khong con deo theo ldo nita. Ching da khong con ¢6 don
va bubn chan nita ro6i. Tuy vay Paul va bon con trai chang may choc da
khong con hitng thu v6i chuyén day hoc cia Suzy nén chuyén sang choi tron
tim giita cac léu.

Nhung Suzy c6 mot yéu cau. “Ong lam on dén ding Louvre dugc khong a,
ong Armand,” né noéi. “Nhg 6ng bado cho Cha Giang sinh biét ché dem cai
nha dén cho bon chau duwgc khong a? Va chi can cai nha nho nho cé banh xe
nhv cta Tinka la chiing chdu swéng lam r6i, dugc khong a?”
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Lao Armand gat dau. “Pugc r6i,” 1do chgt nhd ra. “Cha con bao nhiéu thoi
gian nita dau. T6i mai da la Giang sinh roi day.”
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CHUONG BAY

Céi ngay trudc Giang sinh, bon nhoc nha Calcet cha no6i chuyén gi khac

ngoai ngodi nha c6 banh xe ma ching dang chd Cha Giang sinh mang dén
cho. Tham chi ca dam tré gypsy cling nao nic khong kém.

“Thé thi chac chan sang xuan cac cau sé di Provence véi bon t¢ r6i,” Tinka
ra stic ru ré. “Xe cua chu Petro sé kéo nha cac cau. Ca bon sé hanh huong
tham dién tho thanh Sara.”

“Thanh Sara la ai ca?” Suzy hoi. “T¢ chwa nghe thiy bao gio.”

Tinka lay lam la. “Néu cau di hoc thi t& twéng cau phai biét nhiéu hon chit,”
no6 ndi. “Chang nhé cau khong biét rang sau khi Birc Chuia Jesus 1én thap gia
thi thanh Mary Jacobe va thanh Mary Salome bi ké thu ctia Ngai bat tha 1én
chiéc thuyén khong c6 banh lai lan buém hay sao? Thanh Sara tat nhién
cling & bén ho vi ngai la hau gai ctia ho ma. Gié théi thuyén cia ho dén bo
bién Provence. Bdi thé bay gio & d6 mdi c6 mot nha tho va twgng thanh Sara
dugc dat trong ham md. Hang nam c&¢ dén thang Nam la ngudi gypsy lai
hanh hwong dén day vi thanh Sara la nguoi gypsy ma.”

“Em mudn dén tham thanh Sara,” con bé Evelyne noi.
“Em muon ra choi bién Pia Trung Hai,” Paul tiép 10i.

“Chi cling mudn dén tat ca nhitng cho do,” Suzy buon rau néi. “Nhwng minh
phai hoc xong cai da.”

“Khong c6 nha thi minh cling cé di hoc dugce dau,” Paul nhac. “Me néi gi
chi khong nhg a?”

“Nhung vao dau hoc ki minh da c6 nha réi con gi,” Suzy néi. “Dém nay Cha
Giang sinh sé dwa nha dén.”
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Ldao Armand than tham. Udc gi lao lam cho bon tré quén dwgc vu cai nha
nay di.

“Cé dwra nao thich di dy tiéc Giang sinh dém nay khong?” 1ao hoi. “Mot bira
tiéc 16n day do an, c6 ca hang trdm nguwdi va cd mua hat nita?”

bung nhu lao tinh trudce, bon nhoc nha Calcet quén ngay chuyén cai nha trén
banh xe.

“O dau a?” Paul héi. “Trong mot cung dién 16n chit a?”

“Khong han thé,” 1do Armand dap. “No6 sé dién ra & dwdi cau Tournelle.”
Thang Paul xju mat. “Nhung ta xin ddm béo la tiéc to,” 1do Armand néi tiép.
“Tiéc do ngwoi bén nha thd Bitc Ba ditng ra t6 chitc vao dém Giang sinh
hang nam cho nhitng ké lang thang co nh& cta Paris, cung véi cac quy ba
ctia ho. Nguoi ta sé hat thanh ca va an dwa bap cai véi xtc xich xong khoi.”

Mat thang Paul lai twoi ngay. “Chau thich an 1am,” né néi, “chau thich nhat
la dwa bap céi véi xtc xich hun khéi.”

“Khong dau, chwa chac me da cho bon minh di,” Suzy néi.

“Ca ba ay di cling dugc,” lao Armand néi. “Du gi thi cling la tiéc cho nhitng
nguwoi khong nha cita co ma, cho nén me may dita con la thwgng khach nira
ay chi.”

“Ca nguoi gypsy ciing di dugc chit a?” Suzy hoi. “Chau muon ra ca Tinka di
cung.”

Nhung bon tré gypsy néi bén ho da cé ké hoach dém Giang sinh cho minh
roi. Tinka chi cwoi va lam ra vé bi mat khi duwgc hoi vé no.

Ciing la la chi Calcet lai dong y dén 1é hoi dwdi chan cau. “Nam nay t6i chi
lam dwgc c6 thé cho bon tré thoi,” chi néi. “Ma bon tré lai cit mot hai 1a Cha
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Giang sinh sé mang cho ching mot cai nha lvu dong nhu cua nguci gypsy.
Co 1€ bira tiéc sé lam ching quén cai y nghi dién r6 ay di.”

Tuy canh gypsy khong di dy tiéc nhung Nikki van dé nghi chd ho dén do
trén chiéc xe ca kho ctia minh.

“T6i c6 chit viéc bén man vueon bach thao nén dang nao ciling phai dung dén
xe ma,” anh gidi thich.

Bon tré nha Calcet swéng qua. Chung chwa bao gio dugc di xe hoi ca nén c
bam 6 chat ghé ngobi. Jojo thi ng6i ngay ngan nhw thé da thao 1am r6i.

Nikki chay xe trén nhithg con pho nho, vita chay vira quat thao ngudi di
dwong hodc xe co lam vuwdng 16i. Xe ctia anh thi phi pho, lac Iv chao déo
twong chirng sap ra ra dén noi. Thé ma chang sao ca.

b6 la m6t dém troi quang, lanh 1o va tit ca nhitng twgng dai déu dugc
chiéu den. Pén duong ném nhitng dai sang vat qua song Seine. Chiéc xe cii
ki ca rich ca tang bo qua cau Tournelle r6i tdp vao 1é dwong. Bon tré nha
Calcet nhay v6i xudng. Lao Armand khé nhoc tréo xudng. Jojo thi chi can
nhdy phoc mot cai thoi.

T trén bac cap ho c6 thé nhin xuéng budi tiéc, nhu 1do Armand da dv béo,
ding la dong nghit. Mot cai 1éu bat 16n duwgc dung trén bg song - cai 1éu han
sé lam nhitng nguoi gypsy phat them. Trai gai trong gido xit bung twr léu ra
nhitng cai xoong do6 an nghi ngit khéi. Hwong thom am 4p cta dwa bap cai
trum lén tat ca. D6 la thit lam thang Paul khoai ti té.

“Phai xuoéng nhanh kéo ngwoi ta an hét mat,” né giuc.

Nhwng cdp mat Suzy lai dang mai nhéng sang bén kia séng dén cu lao Cite,
noi nha thd Bitc Ba hién hién nhw mot gidc mo thanh thién. Nhitng hang cot
va nhitng chép nhon cao manh cta nha thd dam trong anh den.
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“Pep qua thoi!” Suzy thg dai. “Trong c¢ nhw duwge lam trong tiém banh dy
nhi?”

Con chi Calcet lai dang ngoai nhin mot nha hang sang trong phia trén cay
cau, mot t6 ong nhan tao sang ruc rd anh den.

“Nhitng nguoi giau c6 an mac dep dé ngoi trén do, bén nhitng chiéc ban
trang toat,” chi ghen ti thot 1én.

“Va phai xi ra khoi tién cho moén an dat gia lam ho bi khé tiéu,” 1do Armand
dé theo. “Nao! M6n dwa bap cai nay doi véi ta cling da thom nhuw tiéc r6i.”

Xudng téi bac cudi roi ho mai thdy & gam cau con dong hon ca ngoai bo
song. Bat dugc cang & phia cudi dé ngan gi6 lua, trén d6 dinh nhitng dai
bang du mau sac. M6t cay thong trang hoang ryc rd dat trén mot bé cao lam
bang van go. Nhitng 10 swdi than cui dat xung quanh dé swdi am khong gian
va rat dong khach khita rach rwéi dang xiim quanh dé. S6 khac ngoi trén vé
dwong an ngau nghién tr nhitng chiéc bat bang thiéc. May ba lang thang
ngoi duva vao thanh cau néi chuyén thdi cudc, chuyén thung rac va bénh
cwdc. Nhung phan 16n dan vo gia cw chi ditng vay chd mot diéu gi do xay
ra.

Ldo Armand ngdn mdt co6 gai bung may cai bat thiéc. “Pay ma!” 1o noi.
“Pa bao chung t6i cho ¢ day co ma.”

Lio dep cho cho me con nha Calcet ng6i doc vé duwong, nhwng chi Calcet
van ct dirng.

“Pé toi giup c6 bung do an,” chi dé nghi. “Thyc ra t6i khéng phai an xin.”

Ngoai dwa bap cdi va xuc xich hun khéi con cé sup, thit heo, pho mai va
cam. Lao Armand ct chén dén no cang. R6i ho chon nhitng miéng ngon cho
Jojo. “Phéi an duv trit cho cd Giang sinh sau, giong nhu lac da ay,” lao
Armand bao bon tré.
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Chung thi khoi can phai giuc. Nhung Suzy lai cit héi mai. “Khi nao minh vé
a?”

“Bay khong thich bita tiéc sao?” 1do Armand héi. “Xem kia! Ong trén san
khau kia sap choi accordion cho tit cd cung hat thanh ca day. Bay khong
muon bo vé bay gio do chi?”

“Khong phéi a,” Suzy ndi. “Chang qua la chau so6t ruét muén xem Cha
Giang sinh dem céi nha gypsy dén qua.”

Lao Armand ngirng nhai miéng xtc xich dang an dé. Lai thé ro6i. Bay gio ma
vé lai do6 thi bon nhéc chi c6 ma that vong mudn chét. Lao khong chiu noi
cai y nghi pha hong budi t6i tuyét voi véi do an mién phi va choi vui thé
nay. L.ao ha giong.

“Nghe nay,” 1ldo bao bon tré. “Cha Giang sinh bat ta phai hita khong dwoc
tiét 16, co6 diéu sé khong c6 nha trén banh xe nao cho may dita dau. Nam nay
bon nhéc gypsy nhiéu dita xin nha qua nén hét sach ca r6i.”

“Khong con céai nao cho ching chau sao a?” Suzy hoi bang thanh 4m run
rdy. Anh lita bap buing tir 16 than khién nhitng giot nwéc mét trén mi né 1ap
lanh nhw kim cuwong. “Y 6ng 1a 6ng dy s& khong cho mdt cai nha nao ca a?”

“Ta khong néi thé,” 1do Armand chéng ché. “O, ta nhé ra ciing khong dugc
no6i, nhung that ra la 6ng dy dang xdy cho mday dita mot cai nha bén man
Neuilly co. Khé néi né chra xong. Chi c6 may ngay nghi Giang sinh lam
sao ma xay cho xong dugc, ding khong nao? Phai tr tiv. Tham chi nguoi ta
con chwa bac xong duwong 6ng nwdc nira kia.”

Mat Suzy lai 16e sang hon ca kim cuwong. “Mot ng6i nha that ha 6ng?” né
héi lac ca giong. “Nha cat trén mat dat a?”

Lao Armand gat dau. “Nhung khong duwgc néi cho me biét,” 1do dan. “Nhad
ddy. bang 1é ta cling khong duwgc phép ndi cho mdy dira biét dau. Ta da hira

https://thuviensach.vn



chac v6i Cha Giang sinh la sé giit bi mat ro6i.”

Nhung bon nhoc con dang qua ban biu cha c6 lic nao ma ké véi me. Me
ching cling qua ban biu vi cé thém nhiéu nguwdi vo gia cw hon dy kién kéo
dén du tiéc. Nhung phan phat dwa bap cai va xtc xich thi dé thoi.

Sau do dan bui doi va vg con, ban be cung hat nhitng bai Giang sinh theo
tiéng dan accordion. Gigong cua ho hau hét khan dac va lac han diéu, nhung
vGi ho thi nghe van that du duong.

Pén nira dém thi 1do Armand stta soan vé. Lao 6m cai hop cac tong to twéng
duwgce tang trong 1éu nhv mén qua Giang sinh. Lao biét trong d6 day nhitng
mt, trai cay va thuoc 1a. D6 sé la mon qua Giang sinh cua lao cho cac ban
gYypsy-

Nhung chi Calcet thi khong nghi dén chuyén vé ngay. “Minh phdi qua bén
dam 1é mi-sa nita dém & bo song da,” chi néi. “C6 mot c6 néi vdi toi the.”

Mot ban thd dwoc dat ¢ bo Tournelle ngay gitta troi. Vi linh muc trong chiéc
ao 1é mau sang, cung cac chu phu lé theo sau, dang buédc dén ban tho ding
vao luc lao Armand va me con nha Calcet tdi noi. Nhiéu ngwoi vo gia cu
cling & lai xem lé.

Evelyne ngu vui trén tay me. Jojo yén lang va nghiém trang, mdc du day la
lan dau no di 1é nha tho.

Ldo Armand bttt rit lac Iw d6i chan lién tuc. Pa 1au 1ao khong di 16. May ma
1€ nay lai & ngay ngoai b song. Chi¢ nhitng nha thg dep dé ngoi ngoi thi do
ma 16i duorc lao vao.

Con mot diéu nita khién lao bui doi bttt nit. Canh ngo ctia cai gia dinh nay.
Cha hiéu lam sao lao lai mac citng v6i ho thé nhi? Diéu gi da xua lao chui
vao cai bay nay chit? P la céi cach lii sdo da kia nai ni lao & lai véi chiing.
Chitng lay trom mat trdi tim ctia lao nhw thé d6. Xwa nay chua titng cé ai
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khién ldo cam thay ho can minh. Con bay gio thi 1o lai n6i doi ho. Chang
c6 cai nha nao dang xay ca - khong phai cho ho.

Trong noi kho tam, ldo ngwdc mat nhin Ién phia trén ban thd - 1én nhitng vi
sao trén bau troi Paris. “Lay Chuda,” 1do map may moi khong thanh tiéng,
“con khong con nhé phdi cau nguyén thé nao. Gio day con chi biét van xin.
Vay nén con van xin Nguoi hay tim cho gia dinh nay mot mai am.”

Dén do thi 1do chot xau ho nhan ra minh dang chia cai mii bé ré theo cach
van xin an hang ngay. Lao voi chup n6 1én dau.

Khi cd nhém vé dén trai lic rang sang thi thay ngwoi gypsy déu da day hét,
ké ca Petro. Chang may choc ho da hiéu vi sao.

“Nhin nay!” Tinka vui vé kéu 1én. N6 chi vao mot cay thuong xanh dep dé
trwdc ngoi nha gypsy. “Chuc mung Giang sinh!” no reo léen.

Cai cay c6 mau xanh non khac thwdng véi nhitng cai gai mém tya 16ng. Trén
nhitng canh duyén dang budc nhitng go6i qua nho nhé boc gidy mau do, trang
va lam dwong nhw dugc nhat ¢ gan chg Halles. Trén dinh ngon cay treo mot
ngoi sao bang dong giong nhw miéng va ma nguoi gypsy dung dé va xoong
noi.

“To6i dam ca day la céi cay twoi nhat, xinh nhat Paris,” Nikki kiéu hanh néi.
“Toi chat & vieon bach thdo mdi vai gio trede thoi. Ma cai bién treo ¢ dé noi

rang day la loai cay rat quy hiém & mai bén An D6 co ddy.”

Bon tré gypsy go nhitng géi nho trén cdy xudng va dwa cho bon tré nha
Calcet. Bén trong la hat dé, keo cuing nhitng mén do choi bang nhua.

“Bon t@ thich tang qua,” Tinka giai thich. “Co 1€ la vi mot trong cac nha
thong thai mang qua dén cho Chua Hai Bong la nguoi gypsy.”

“T& chua ting nghe chuyén do,” Suzy noi.
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Tinka that vong nhin c6 ban. “Thé thi cau hoc dugc nhitng gi & treong ngoai
may cai chit kia?” n6 hoi.

Nhung Suzy chwa kip tra 10i thi 1do Armand da tang cai hop cac tong cua
minh cho nguoi gypsy. Lao con bao do la qua cua ca me con nha Calcet nita.
Nhung ngac nhién 16n nhat lai 1a danh cho chinh lao. Chi Calcet 1ay ra mot
g6i nho boc ki bang gidy bao. M6t mui hwong thom ngat bao quanh goi qua.
Ldo mé ra va thay dé la mot thoi xa b6ng mau hong lang bong. Lao ct tran
troi nhin n6. R6i tram ngam hit ngri mot hoi.

“Pung la thit toi can,” 1ao lich sy cdm on chi Calcet.
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CHUONG TAM

Léo Armand nhan thdy minh vui thich véi canh sum vay trong trai gypsy.

Lao thich ng6i dya hang rao xem Suzy day hoc cho bon tré gypsy con Paul
thi choi dua véi dam con trai.

Tuy vay, Suzy c6é phan khong bang long. N6 thudng cau may khi thdy Paul
choi véi bon con trai. Cudi cing né dem noi lo trong long ra thé 16 véi ldo
lang thang.

“Chéau lo cho thang em chau qué 6ng a,” né tdm sy nhw nguwdi 16n. “N6 hanh
dong nhu thé khéng con la ngudi gia dinh nay nita hay sao dy. N6 sudt ngay
cap ke choi véi ngudi gypsy, cha may khi gan giii Evelyne véi chau. Chiing
chau mai la gia dinh cua n6 co ma.”

Ldo Armand ciing nhan thdy thé, tuy nhién ldo van c6 trdn an Suzy. “Paul la
con trai,” 1do noi, “thanh ra tw nhién la né khong muén sudt ngay quanh
quan bén dam con gai thoi. Bay khong mu6n mac vay cho né day chi, ha?”

Nhung Suzy gian dit chi ra san. “Day!” con bé tam titc. “Ca ditng no ciing
ditng giong ngudi gypsy.” Luc nay Paul dang vat vo ditng chan co chan dudi
trong nhu con co con.

“Nguoi ta c6 nhiéu kiéu nghi ngoi khac nhau chiz,” 1do Armand xué xoa. “Ta
day nay, ta thi nam. Cach nay la nhat bang.”

Baén than thang Paul lai con d6 dau vao lita. “Udc gi chau la gypsy,” mot
hom né noi. “Chau thich kiéu song ctia ho 1am. Udc gi chau dugc di theo ho

vao mua xuan.”

Lao Armand co ly 1€ vGi n6. “Néu Chida mudn bay la gypsy thi Nguoi da tao
ra bay la gypsy ro6i,” 1o n6i. “Nhung Ngwoi khéng mudn ai cling lang thang
khap noi va séng trong léu bat dau. Bay khong mudn 16n 1én ngéi go noi

https://thuviensach.vn



chi, ha? Nhat la khi bay cé con chi gidi giang nhw Suzy day cho bay da
thi.”

Paul cau cé di ngén chan trén mat cat. Lao Armand mim cwoi nhan thdy mii
do6i giay son rach ctia n6 da dugc bit dong sang loang. Thang Paul nhin theo
anh mat 1ao va ciing cudi. “Bon con trai bay cho chau vé giay ddy,” no giai
thich, doan chay bién ra choi v6i may thang ban.

“Ong thdy chwra,” Suzy néi. “N6 con hoc go dong roi day.”

Lao Armand c6 nghi ra gi d6 dé noi vGi con bé nhung chi biét ha moém cirng
hong.

R6i mot 6ng canh sat vao san. D6 1a mot vién canh sat nghiém nghi mac ao
khoac day va ca do choang khong tay. Cai mii ctia 6ng ta kéo sup xudng tan

hang 16ng may ram ri.

Thang Paul theo dam con trai gypsy lan vao may cai 1éu. Ban 6ng phan 16n
da ra ngoai, con lai ai thi cling trén nhanh cha kém gi bon tré con. Tham chi
Iii cho, c6 ca Jojo trong dé, cling cup dudi chui xudng gam chiéc xe con nam
lai trén san.

Ba Mireli tir bac thang ngdi nha 1éu buéc ra dén dng canh sat. “Ong xem
twong lai, thwa 6ng?” ba hoi bang giong diu dang nhat. “Pé t6i coi twong lai
cho 6ng nao. Hinh nhw 6ng sap 1én lon thi phai.”

Ong canh sat ching thém nghe ba. “Cé ai 1a Nikki & day khong?” ong ta coc
can hoi.

“Khong c6,” ba Mireli dap lién 1ap tic. “Cau ta di r6i.”
“Di dau?” 6ng canh sat hoi.

Ba Mireli nhin vai. “Cau dy di khoéi thanh pho r6i.”
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“Bao gio vé?” ong ta gang hoi. “Mai ha?”

“Ai ma biét?” ba Mireli lap Ittng. “HOm nay thi biét hom nay, chit mai thi
dén hét nam ciing chwa biét chirng.”

Ong canh sat quay g6t nén budc bo di.

Lap tirc nhitng khuén mat gypsy hién ra tit moi ctra 1éu. Lii ché rén rén chui
khoi gam xe. Canh dan ba thi xtim lai quanh ba Mireli. Canh dan 6ng va tré
con ciing nhanh chong kéo dén.

“Nguoi ta mudn bat Nikki,” mot 6ng doan.
“Han la vi chu dy chat cay Giang sinh,” Paul gop 10i.

“Ho dinh bat cau 4y di linh,” mét ba gia than thd. “Ta biét ngay ma. Ho bat
thang Teodoro nha ta di linh va n6é khong con nhw xwa nita. N6 thoi di day di
dé ma kiém nha & lai mot cho luon r6i.”

Ngudi gypsy ai ndy déu hoang mang. Khong ai n6i v6i ai mot cau, ho bat
tay vao thu don d6 dac va d& léu. Petro can nhan khi ho don 1éu cua anh,
nhung khi hiéu ra nguyén nhan thi anh 1ap tttc nhw thé bi nwdc lanh déi vao
dau.

“Chirng nao canh dan 6ng tir cac tiém an chwa vé du thi ta chwa thé di
dwgc,” ba Mireli néi. Ba ra ditng & 16i vao ma ngéng ra duong.

L tré nha Calcet quan sat moi viéc vdi noi lo lang cang ldc cang 16n dan.
Chting chwa bao gid thdy ngudi gypsy lam viéc hang hai va nhanh dén thé.

“Cac cau sap di day a?” Suzy gao lén hoi.

“Hé c6 canh sat hoi tham thi bao gi® bon t& cling ra di,” Tinka dap. “Néu
ching t& khong di la thé nao cling c6 ngudi bi vao tu.”
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Ba Mireli cheo kéo 1ao Armand. “Sao cac 6ng khong di cung ching t6i luon
thé?” ba moi moc. “Ong véi ca nha Calcet nita? Bau troi Provence mila nay
xanh 1am va hoa thi dén lic nd ro r6i.”

“Chau di v6i cac bac,” Paul kéu 1én, mat sang rd. “Chau muon thanh nguoi
gypsy-”
“Khong, khong,” Suzy voi tim ldy tay thang em. “Bon minh khéng thé di

cung nguoi gypsy duwgc. Minh phdi @ lai v6i me. Minh la con ctia me co

»

ma.

Paul giang tay ra. “Em chan phdi chiu lanh va w6t 1am r6i,” n6 néi. “Néu em
la nguwdi 16n, em sé lam ra da tién dé mua nha cho chiing ta.”

Suzy lai tim 1ay Paul ma gian dit lac that lyc. “Em c@ lu6n mom nai 16n 1én
lam nay lam kia,” né bé lai. “To6t hon hét em hdy nghi xem minh c6 thé lam
dwoc gi luc nay thi hon.”

“Em sé di v6i ngudi gypsy,” Paul nhac lai, c6 giang khoi tay chi né.
“Qi, 6ng Armand,” Suzy cau citu, “xin 6ng ditng dé né di.”

Lao Armand nhe nhang dat tay 1én vai Paul. “Chau khong thé di véi ho dugc
dau, chau a,” 1ao noi. “Chau phai ¢ lai day vdi gia dinh cta minh thoi.”

“Tai sao chau khong dugc di?” Paul nong nay hoi lai. “Vi sao chau c phai
0 lai day?”

Lao Armand khoanh tay nhin xuéng mai téc dé cua thang bé. “Chau khong
thé di vi... vi... vi téc chau do,” 130 ndi. “Chinh vi thé day.”

“Tdc do thi sao chit?” Paul hoi.

“Co6 qua di chit,” lao Armand dap. “Chau nghi xem ngudi gypsy di duwgc dén
dau vGi mot dita nhéc téc dé? Ngudi ta sé twdng la chau bi bat coc. Canh sat
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sé dwa chau vao mot gia dinh la, con ngwdoi gypsy sé bi nhot vao tu.”

https://thuviensach.vn



https://thuviensach.vn



Mot y nghi bat chgt khién cap mat xanh ve cua Suzy t6i sam lai. “Gio thi
minh chéng con chd ndo dé & nita roi,” né néi. “Ong nghi cai nha méi caa
bon chau c6 kip xong khong, ong Armand?”

Lao Armand xau ho guc dau.

“Néu minh sap vé dé,” Paul ndi, “thi chau khéng muén di v&i ngudi gypsy
nita. Chau sé & lai phu mot tay chuyén nha.”

“Hay la 6ng dan bon chau dén do6 di,” Suzy nan ni ldo lang thang. “Dé bon
chau xem né sap xong chwa.”

Lao Armand 6m dau. “Cha cé cai nha méi nao cho may dita dau,” lao tha
nhan. “Moi chuyén 16n xon hét ca. Thi ra may nguwdi lam nha khong muon
cho tré con va ch6 vao day. May dita ciling biét nhitng ché mdi cau la thé nao
r6i ddy. Nguwdi ta mudn giit gin cho n6 ludn tréng nhw méi ay ma.”

“Khong c6 nha cho bon chau ha 6ng?” Suzy kéu lén, giong day ai oan.
“Khong co gi sao?”

Lao Armand khong thé nhin vao mat con bé. Paul ving chay vé phia nguoi
8Ypsy-

Khi canh dan 6ng trd vé, ho roi tinh ca 1én ltic biét chuyén canh sat dot ngot
tim dén. Nikki rau 11 hon ca.

“Lai ddng vao cdi lic xui xéo tdi bi mat bop véi nguyén so tién kiém dwoc
ca tudn mdi gay chit,” anh than thd. “To6i biét chac 1a mat & quan ca phé Con
Ech Cuoi théi. Ong chti quan bao néu tim thdy sé g tra.”

“Hurm!” 1do Armand ham hy. “Ai dién ma trd lai cai bép day tién? Thé nao
cling c6 diva chép mat r6i.”

Petro do 16i. “Minh ct¥ tiéu tam tién trong tdi t6i day da,” anh dé nghi. “Doc
dwong minh sé lam viéc chit lo gi. Bay gid t6i tinh nhw sdo sau réi day.”
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Ngb6i nha nho cé banh xe dugc méc vao dudi mot chiéc 6 t6. Nguwoi gypsy
cung li cho leo hét 1én r6i. Jojo w & doi di vi hom Giang sinh dugc ngoi xe
cu cau cling khoai lam.

“Chung t6i dé lai cho cac bac mot cai 1éu day,” Nikki goi vdi lai.

“Bon t6i con gan tuan 1é nita méi phai trd san,” ba Mireli n6i thém. “Tién
thué bon toi cling trd ca cho canh thg d& nha roi nhé.”

Hai chiéc xe sdc 1én va r6 mdy, roi do dam trén mat cat ra phia 16i vao. Pam
gypsy vay chao tir biét. Tinka ném cho Suzy cai hon gié. Jojo dinh chay theo

xe nhung 1ao Armand da goi no lai. Ngoi nha nho trén banh xe ma Suzy
cung me va em gai van & da di khuat ra duong.

Chang con lai gi chitng té da c6 ngudi gypsy tru lai trong san nay, ngoai mot
cai 1éu dau dai nang mua cung dam tro noi nhitng dong Itra.

Nhung réi nhitng ké con lai cling nhan ra trong san con thiéu mot thi¢ niva:
khong thay thang Paul. N6 da di mat roi.

“N6 di v6i ho 16i,” Suzy kéu troi. “Paul no6 di véi ngwoi gypsy mat roi.”
Evelyne bat dau khéc. “Em mudn anh Paul,” né nitc né. “Em muén anh cta
em co.”

“O lala,” 1ao Armand rén lén. “Lai con phdi doi mat véi ba me nita co chi.”

Lo lang 1€ tim cac thit lam bita an ngudi cho bon tré. Ngudi gypsy dé lai
mot it phé mai va banh mi trong léu. Nhung cha ai thady déi. Ca Jojo cling
thé.

Ldo Armand cam thay minh c6 16i trong moi chuyén. Lao ngoi twa lung vao
hang rao ma nghi t&i nghi lui. Oi, 6i, 6i! Diing 1a 16i ctia 1d0. Lio da 16i bon
tré dén vdi dam gypsy chit ai vao day. Nhung lao chi ¢ giip ching théi. D6
la cai ma ldo nhan duwgc hé cé lic nao ldo dinh dang t6i bon nhoéc. Gig thi
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l1do bi nhot chung mét ro véi ching roi. Nhwng 1do ma bi nhét sao? Khong.
Lao chi can bu6ng ra r6i chuon la xong. Lao cé thé day cai xe ndi ciia minh
qua cho 16i ra vao kia, mét di khong tré lai.

Nghi vay ldo ding lén nhin ra phia khodng trong & hang rao. Lao sitng
ngwoi ngac nhién nhan thdy mot bong dang bé nho 1é loi dang di vao.

“Paul!” lao goi. “Cé phai la chau ddy khong, Paul?”

Thang bé buén ba gat dau, nhw thé chinh n6 dang wéc gi khong phdi 1a minh
vay.

“Em khong di v6i gypsy nita ma quay lai v&i bon chi vi day mdi la gia dinh
ciia em,” Suzy mung rd reo léen.

“Em dau c6 di v6i ngudi gypsy,” thang bé néi. “Chang phai chi van néi em
thoi dirng hiva hen 16n 1én sé lam gi. Cé lam gi thi lam ngay dé sao. Thé nén
em ra chg Halles tim viéc lam.”

“Tim viéc lam ¢ chg Halles?” 1ao Armand ngac nhién hoi lai.
“Cai 6ng gia an xin bu6én cwdi ma 6ng quen d6 noéi nguwdi ta can ngwoi day
xe ma,” Paul nhac lao.

“Nhung em con bé qua dé lam viéc day,” Suzy n6i. “Em phdi to nhw 6ng
Armand day méi dugc.”

Lao lang thang lung tung giat rau quai non.

Thang Paul nhin xu6ng miii giay bang dong. “Ngudi ta cling bao thé,” n6 ké
tiép. “Ho cuwdi em. Ho chi mét cdi xe day to chat day thung roi bdo néu em
day dwgc thi ho nhan.” Paul dua tay quét mat. “Em day mai, day mai ma né
cha nhic nhich ti nao. Thé 1a ngwdi ta lai cudi em.”
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Lao Armand néi khung. “May thang bo 1ao!” 1do raa. “Sang mai ta sé xuodng
day treo hét chiing n6 1én, mo6i thang mot moc. Ta sé...”

Nhung 1do khong néi hét cau. Lao phat hodng vi thady bong vién canh sat
quay trd lai. Oi, 6i, chic lai dinh dang dén vu thing Paul xuéng dudi chg
day. Co lé nguoi ta da bong gié am chi dén 11 tré 16ng bong nén 6ng canh sat
méi 1én day tém ching di. Oi, 6i, 6i, dang 1& ching (¢ di v&i ddm gypsy thi
hon.

Nhung ong canh sat c6 vé dién. “Khong phdi c6 mot dam nguoi gypsy da &
san nay sao?” ong ta hoi.

“Ho bat ngo bo di mat r6i,” ldo Armand dap. “Ho nhan dugc tin bao c6
ngwoi ba con & Normandy bi 6m.”

“T6i nghi ca anh chang c6 tén la Nikki cling di not,” 6ng canh sat noi.

“Tat nhién,” 1do Armand dap. “Thi ngwdi bi 6m la ba con ctia anh ta ma.”
Ong canh sat tré moi ma lic dau. “Té that!” 6ng néi. “Cai bép anh ta lam
mat dd dugc tim thidy dwdi gim ban trong quan ca phé Con Ech Cuoi. Té
that!” Ong ta 16i tit trong tdi bén dudi chiéc 4o choang khéng tay ra mot cai

bép bang da méi citng. “Ma trong d6 con mét to vé so 16 t6 may man thang
hom qua nita chi. Té that! That chan thay!”

Mat ldao Armand sang lén. “Pé t6i gitt dum cai bép cho anh ta vay,” lao de
nghi.

Ong canh sat ngd virc ngdm nghia 1do. Cip mit tinh twdng cta dng ta trong
thay bd rau quai nén roi bu va bd canh an may rach twom cta ldao Armand.
Ong ta lai nhét cai bop vao duéi 16p 4o choang.

“Toi khong thé giao cho ai khac ngoai chinh chu cda n6,” 6ng noi.

RO6i 6ng ta quay ngudi bo di, vira di vira lac dau 1am bam, “Té that! Té that!”
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Lao Armand thi hét r6 to. “Té that day!” 1ao gao toang lén. “T6i thi bdo mat
cai bop mai dep thé that la tham kich.”

“Ca tién trong dé nita,” Suzy noi.
“Ca vé so trung thuéng nita,” Paul cling dé thém.

“Phu!” Lao Armand tiép. “Nhiéu tién thé thi Nikki lam gi cho hét nhi? N6
lam hw anh ta mat thoi. Nhuwng mat cai bop vay thi ai ma cha tic chi. Vira
van dé bo s6 xu ma nguoi ta can.”

“Vay minh lam gi bay gio a?” Suzy lo lang héi. “Hét tuan nay la minh
khong con chd nao ma & nita roi.”

“Me thé nao ciling khoc,” Evelyne nghiém trang noi.
“Udc gi em day duoc céi xe,” Paul néi. “Em da co lam r6i.”

Nghe thang bé ndi, lao Armand thay ho then khing khiép. Nhitng anh mat
tré tho hwdng vé phia lao day vé cau khan.

Lao hang giong. “Moi viéc r6i ra sé dau vao day ca thoi,” 1ao an i bon tré.
“Ta sé xin m6t cong viéc 6n dinh. Me may dita vdi ta phai cung lam cho du

tién dé thué cai phong bén Clichy kia.”

Thé r6i, hodng sg v6i nhitng 101 1€ can dam ctia minh, 1do sup xudng dat, yéu
Ot ti nguwoi vao buc vach.
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CHUONG CHIN

Chi Calcet 1a nguoi stng s6t hon ca khi nghe n6i 1do Armand tinh kiém

cong viéc on dinh.
“Toi khong thé dé 6ng lam thé dwoc,” chi no6i. “Nhw vay bat cong qua.”

Trong may gidy 1o Armand da nhat tri v6i chi vé diém dé. O 1a la! Ty dung
nhdy ra di lam sau chitng ay nam lé phe! Nhung con 1i tré v6i anh mat khan
cau kia nira.

“D6 la diéu cong bang nhat Paris nay,” ldao Armand cai, phan nao la vdi
chinh minh. “Ta sé chung tién thué nha, con lai thi dé an. C6 nau cho toi an
va danh cho t6i mot x6 dé &. Bao Suzy no vé trén san ay.”

“Nhung ong khong phai gitup chung t0i,” chi Calcet noi. “Chung toi cha phai
ba con ho hang gi cta 6ng ca.”

Bon tré lai nghi khac.

“Ong ay 1a 6ng ctia bon con ma,” Suzy kéu Ién.

“Bon con chi c6 moi 6ng dy la 6ng thdi,” Paul noi.

“Ong oi, 6ng 0i,” Evelyne ngdm nga.

“T0i co phai di xin cho bon chau toi nita khong day?” Lao Armand hoi chi
Calcet. “Noi that véGi co, t6i da bat dau thay xau ho véi tro xin xé réi. N6
lam ngwoi ta mat di long tw trong.”

Chi Calcet danh phai chiu thua. Cé qua nhiéu thit chong lai chi.

Va mot khi da chiu r6i thi chi trd nén rat thuyc té.
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“Néu 6ng dinh di tim viéc,” chi no6i, “thi 6ong phai trong that dang hoang
dinh dac. Nguai di xin viéc l1a phai trong hét xay méi dwoc.”

“Nhung t6i biét lam thé nao bay gio?” lao Armand hoi lai.
“Trwdc tién 6ng phai di tam,” chi bao.
“Pi tam!” 1do Armand hodng hot kéu 1én. “Trdi nay ma tam ha?”

“O trong léu s& di &m vi n6 ndm sat vach 10 nwéng banh,” chi néi. “Tdi sé
nhom Itta dun nwéc cho 6ng. Roi ong tuw doi 1ay ma tam.”

“Thé nay thi ta phong thap dén chét mat,” lao cdan nhan.

“Ong s& tré thanh mot nguwdi méi,” chi hita hen. Ngay ca trong liic 130 tim
hét cd nay dén cd khac dé thoai thac, chi van nhém lra va ra voi nwdc ngoai
pho xach nuwéc vée. “Nao, xong r6i,” chi néi khi nwéc da soi. “Pay la ltic 6ng
dung banh xa béng hong roi ddy. Toi tang 6ng khong phai dé an dau.”

Thé la 130 Armand danh phai xach nwéc vao léu, miéng van cau nhau khong

ngdt. “Lai day, Jojo,” 1do kéu con ché. “Tao ma r6t miéng xa bong thi cho
may tha hé dubi.”

“Ném quan 4o ctuia ong ra day,” chi Calcet n6i vong vao. “Suzy vdi toi sé co
sach cac vét ban roi va lai nhitng choé thung va rach cho.”

Chj bat tay vao x* li mé& quan 4o cii ctia lao Armand. Chi phoi ching lén
hang rao va dap bui. Chi cung Suzy got cang sach cang t6t nhitng vét 6 ban.
Evelyne ciing tim dugc viéc dé lam la chai lai cai mi bé ré ta toi cta lao.

“Va ong dy c6 thé mang doi giay cat trong xe noi,” Paul no6i. “Dam gypsy
v6i con da stta lai cai dé bang dong 1a roi, 6ng ay tha ho ma ngac nhién.”

Ho c6 thé nghe thay tiéng xuyt xoa rén ri tir trong léu vang ra. Ro6i ca tiéng
Jojorén v w.
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“0, khong khéo 6ng chau lai hit nwdc sbi 1én ngudi thi nguy to,” Suzy noi.
“Khong khéo Jojo lai dn miéng xa bong mat roi,” Evelyne noi.

Thé roi ho kinh ngac nhin thdy mot con vat la lung that théu tit trong 1éu
bwdc ra. N6 wét lwét thwdt nhung trang 16a cd mat. D6 chinh 1a Jojo, cé diéu
hinh nhw m&i bi r6t vao hii bot.

',’

Suzy tom ngay 1ay no truede khi no kip lan trén cat. “N6 mau trang nay, me
con bé ngac nhién reo 1én. “N¢ ding la mot con ché trang.”

Con bé lay m6t miéng gié sach va 16i con ché dén bén dong lira. N6 lau téi
lau lui cho con ché that kho. Bo 16ng dai cia Jojo bong bénh nhu to.

Con Evelyne thi c ngo ngac hoi “Jojo dau r6i? Jojo dau mat r6i?”

Paul mang quan 4o va giay vao cho lao Armand. Khi 6ng lao ttr trong 1éu
bwdc ra thi trong cling la chang kém gi Jojo. Giong bo 16ng con choé, b rau
quai nén cua lao cling trang va to. Ma lao cling c6 vé sugng sung.

Suzy c6 vé khoai ham rau cua lao. “Dé chau tia rdu cho 6ng,” n6 dé nghi.

Ldao Armand ngoan ngoan ngoi xudng tam bé tong va Suzy lay céi kéo cta
me ra bat tay vao viéc. N6 nhap kéo, cat cat, tia tia.

“Chau cat lem mat m6t miéng & giita,” con bé noéi, “vay nén danh phai lam
lem ludn hai miéng cho can.” N6 chd muc cat thém may nhat. N6 xoay hét
bén nay sang bén kia, vira xoay vira cat. Cudi cung ciing thay hai long.

“Tréng ong rat oai,” chi Calcet than phuc nhan xét.
“Ctt nhu tai t dién anh,” Suzy tdm tac dé€ theo me.

“Viéc gi 6ng lai phai an mac dang hoang nhu thé dé xin mét chan day xe &
chg Halles chit?” Paul héi. “Trong ngwoi ta dau cé thé.”
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“Cha cha cha!” Lao Armand 1én gigng. “Chau twdng ta them lam nhitng viéc
thap kém nhu vay hay sao, ha?”

“Ong dinh 1am canh sat a?” Evelyne hoi.
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“0, khong,” 1o dap. “Chau khong nhé Cha Giang sinh ban ta néi c6 6ng
nao d6 can ngudi gac dém a? D6 chinh la cong viéc danh cho ta. Ca ngay
nghi ngoi roi t6i dén lwgn vai vong quanh mot toa nha nao d6. Ma mot khi
da huan luyén dugc Jojo roi thi ta cha phai lam gi hét.”

“Nhung néu thé thi ban dém cha ai nhin thdy ong ca,” Suzy that vong.
“Nguoi ta sé khong thay bo rau sanh diéu ctia 6ng mdi tiéc chit.”

Luc di qua ché mé& & hang rao, nghi dén chuyén d6 ldo Armand lai bat cuwoi.
Ro6i 1ao ngoac Jojo. “Lai day nao, nhoc,” 1do goi. “Mot phan cong viéc do la
ctia may day.”

Lao cham rai di vé phia ctta hang Louvre. Cai dé giay bang dong nén lach
cach xu6éng mat soi va nhya dwong. Lao khéng mudn voi di lam ti nao. Lay
troi, khong! Coé thé lao sé doi y vao gidy phut cudi cung.

“Nao, tén cai 6ng dang tim nguoi gac la gi dy nhi?” ldao héi Jojo. “Hum!
Hirm! Camille da khong con & day nita roi. Ngai... ngai... A, nhé réi. Latour!

Ngai Latour!”

Tiéng chan lao g6 nhanh hon, con con ché cé bd 16ng trang bong bénh thi
chay theo bén chan lao.

Ph6 Rue de Rivoli lai tdp nap nhw t6 ong. May ngudi nay van chwa mua da
nhitng thit minh can co a? Nhwng nhitng trang tri Giang sinh thi da bi dep
hét. Bay gio canh hang rong dang rao ban Nam Mdi.

Lao Armand d& Jojo qua canh ctta kinh ma ctta hang rat hanh dién. Lao
buéc dén tredc mot ¢6 ban hang.

“Ngai Latour c6 day khong a?” 1ao hai.

“Ong ay dang & trén gac ling,” c6 kia dap. “O, khong. Ong dy xudng day
roi. Ngai Latour! Ngai Latour!”
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Lio Armand quay lai va mit d6i mit v6i ga truc tang kénh kiéu. Y nghi dau
tién cta lao 1a chyp lay con Jojo ma chay tré lai qua canh ctra kinh ra ngoai.
Nhung ngai kenh kiéu kia lai khong nhan ra ldo.

Lan hoi réi 140 Armand méi mé ciing néi dwgc ra 16i. “Ong Camille 1am
viéc ¢ day dao Giang sinh c6 néi véi toi rang ngai dang can tim mot nguoi
gac dém, thwra ngai,” 1o 1én tiéng.

Ngai Latour vo tran c6 nhd lai diéu gi. Ngai c phan van nhin ldo Armand
chong choc.

“0, phai, mot ngwdi ban mudn c6 ai tin cay duge trong coi toa nha cia 6ng
ay,” ngai dap. “Nhwng hinh nhw t6i da gap 6ng & dau réi thi phai? Mat 6ng
trong quen quen.”

“Co 1é ta cung xem mot budi hoa nhac,” 1do Armand néi. “Vay ban ngai da
tim duwgc nguoi chwa a?”

Ngai Latour van khong thoi nhin 1do. Ngai trong thdy Jojo. Mat ngai rang ra.
“Hinh nhu t6i da nhd ra roi,” ngai n6i. “Dé la mdét bubi thi ch6 & dau do.”
“Co 18 vay,” 1ao Armand dap. “Jojo da gianh nhiéu dai bang xanh & day r6i.

Nhung ma cong viéc...”

“U nhi,” ngai Latour néi. “Dé t6i ghi dia chi cho dng. Ciing khong xa day
lam. Dén héi ngai Brunot!”

Ngai lay mot cai bao gap nho trén quay va bay buém viét dia chi. Ngai dua
noé cho lao Armand. “Ngay gan pho Rue de I’Opera dy,” ngai noi.

Lao Armand nhét cai bao vao tui roi voi vang ra khoi ctra hang kéo tay truc
tang suwc nhé ra. Lao bang qua duwong, di qua day cdt cia Theatre-Francais
v6i nhitng bitc twong va tru do bam day bui. Lao nhin ra quang truong, noi
nhitng cdy tiéu huyeén thi tro trui con hai dai phun nwéc thi can kho.
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“Cho nay sang xuan ma dé ta nga lung thi tuyét ci meo,” 1o bao Jojo. Ngay
tir gio 1ao da muwong twong ra hang cay xanh tuwoi va tiéng nwdc phun roi.

Mot ba mdc 4o 16ng, mii gan 16ng chim dang di dao trén phd Rue de 1’Opera
vOi mot con cho xu. Con cho xu khoac ao choang ké 6 mau xanh v&i nhitng
chiéc giay co long. N6 dirng lai hit ngti Jojo nhw mudn néi, “Minh da gap
nhau & budi thi ch6 nao chwa &y nhi?” Nhuwng ba kia da 16i tudt no di.

Lao Armand di trén pho Rue de I’Opera mét cach hién ngang vi doi giay cta
ldo phét ra tiéng kéu khac thwong. Hai bén la nhitng ctra hang thoi trang vGi
nhitng quay kinh trang tri dé cau khach giau. Ngay cu6i duwong la rap hat
opera ki vi véi mai vom xanh duong, cung nhitng pho twgng tuyét tac trén
nac.

Lao Armand rut cai bao ra xem. Ro6i lao queo vao ngay nhanh ré tiép theo.
Do 1a mot con phé hep, kin ddo va cac cira hang hai bén khiém ton hon han
cac ctra hang ngoai duong Rue de 1’Opera.

Lo doc con so trén cai bao. Lo so n6 vdi con so trén mai vom bang go cta
mot canh cong xiéu veo.

Lao buwéc vao mdt khodnh san lat gach t6i tan. N6 bi vay boc gitta nhitng
bitc twong trong ctia ba toa nha cao. Qua nam thang ching dwgc dam va
bang nhitng vién gach khac mau. Mot bitc twong cii va xap xé dén noi phai
chong bang cac cot go 16n. Thang tir cong vao la mot birc twong thap dugc
chia thanh nhitng gian hang nhé thdm chi con t6i tan hon cé ngoai con pho
nho kia nita.

Va khong xa 16i vao la mot gian nhé gan kinh xay 6p vao twong. Cé hai 6ng
ti trong d6 di ra. Mot 6ng di qua gian hang chao ban linh kién radio cii. Ong
kia, m0t nguwoi cao long khong deo mat kinh, thi tién thang vé phia lao
Armand.
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“Ong c6 thé cho biét dng Brunot & dau khong a?” Lao hoi, tay giat voi cai
mii bé ré trén dau xudng.

“Ong dang nhin dng ay day,” dng kia tra 11 pha chiit di dém.

Thé la 1do Armand m&i dwa cho ong kia cai tdi c6 ghi dia chi va giai thich
muc dich cia minh. “T6i mu6n dugc lam cong viéc gac dém, thwa 6ng,” lao
noi, “néu choé dé con trong. Mat t6i to nhw mat meo trong dém t6i vay.”
Ong kia stta lai. “Khong phai ching t6i cAn ngudi gac dém,” 6ng néi, “ma
can nguoi trong coi moi thit co. Ong biét ddy, mot nguwoi dang tin cay dé
giao chia khéa cho khach thué, phan phat thw bao va do rac hang ngay.”

Lao Armand chép chép mat. R rang dé khong phai la thi 1do nham dén.
Cong viéc nay xem ra ciing phai dong tay dong chan mat roi.

Ong Brunot nhan thdy vé do dy cia ldo. “Thuyc ra ching toi can mot ngudi
cO gia dinh,” 6ng nai.

Cau do lap tic dua lao Armand trd lai v6i hoan canh cua me con nha Calcet.
“0, toi ciling c6 gia dinh, thwa ong,” 130 néi. “Ba dita tré va me ching. Ong
phai trong thdy mdy dita chau cta t6i méi duwge. Khong khéo ching lai thé
mat trai tim 6ng day.”

Ong kia c6 veé hai long. Tham chi 6ng con gai tai Jojo. “Ca con cho nita,”
ong kia thém vao cho du gia dinh cua lao Armand. “Tén ong la gi nhi?”

“Armand Pouly,” ldo Armand dap ngay khong chut boi réi. “Ma tdi chang
phai la dwa ngai viéc dau.”

“Cong viéc cling khong phai vat va gi,” ong Brunot néi, “c6 diéu ciling tu
ting. Chinh vi thé ma ngwdi lam tredc mdéi bo day.”

“O, t6i cling bi gia dinh cam tu roi,” 1do Armand ndi.
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“Ma luwong ciling thip,” ong Brunot néi thém, “nhwng do la vi tinh ca tién
nha vao nita.”

“C6 nha nita a?” 1do Armand ngang phat 1én hoi.

“Ngay phia sau cdnh ctta nay thoi,” dng kia néi. Ong dan ldo Armand vao
gian phong gin kinh va di xudng cau thang. Ong m& mot canh ctta khac.
“Ba phong,” 6ng néi tiép. “tat nhién la nhé thoi, cling hoi thiéu anh séang,
nhung dugce cai kho rdo va trong bép c6 nwéc may.”

Ong Brunot bat ngon dén ti mu va ldo Armand Ian lwgt xem xét tirng phong,
c? nhw ldo dac biét ki tinh trong chuyén gia dinh ctia minh sé song & dau.

Son trén twong da bong va vai moén do go da son dén tan 16i. Trong bép thi
10 bi ri sét, con tdm nhwa 16t san dd c6 nhiéu chd ran nit va bac phéch.
Nhwng nhin mot hoi thi cac phong dwdng nhw bién doi ngay tredc mat 1ao.

Ct& nhuw c6 phép mau, nhitng bitc twong sang han ra trong 16p son mdi.
Nhitng tdm réem dang ten hién trén cac khuén ctra s6 nhoé cao. Lao can than
dat budc nhw thé dé khoi lam x6 nhitng tdm tham dét sé thay thé cho 16p
nhra 16t san.

Mat ban nitt né bién mat bén duwdi 16p khan ké 6. Suzy dang ngbi & do hoc
bai. Bép 10 reo lach tach khi chi Calcet ditng dé khudy no6i stip. Con dang kia
thi Evelyne dang leo 1én chiéc ghé cao nhin ra ctta s6. Paul dang choi véi
Jojo ngoai san.

“Khong phai cac birc twong va do dac lam nén mdot ngo6i nha,” 1ao Armand
bao ong Brunot. “Ct phai la mot gia dinh mé&i duwgc.” Poan lao noi thém.
“Ngai Latour bdo t6i n6i v6i 6ng rang ngai rat tin nhiém t6i.”

“Nhin qua mot cai cling da biét 6ng la nguwoi tinh tdo va siéng nang roi,
Pouly,” 6ng Brunot néi, “va véi toi thé 1a 6n roi. Ong nghi ngdy mai liéu da
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chuyén dén dugc chwa? Thyc ra cling khong ton bao nhiéu thoi gian cta toi,
nhung t6i van mudn ranh sém dé con chuan bi dén Nam Méi.”

Nam Mgi! Bém mai da la giao thita r6i. Nam Mdi sé chitng kién me con nha
Calcet va chinh lao bat dau mot cudc song méi.

“Chiéu nay chung t6i c6 thé dén ludn, thwa 6ng,” 1do Armand néi. “Me I tré
hém nay nghi mot budi. Va lai ching toi cling chad c6 ctia chim cua noi gi
nhiéu dé ma chuyén.”

Ong Brunot giai thich mot s6 phan sy ctia 1do Armand. Cac chia khéa treo
trong phong kinh. B¢ la khoa cta cac phong bén trén day ctra hang. Bao
dam khong dé khach mang chia khoa ra ngoai. Bém dén khéa cong, sang mé
ra. C6 lé ba nha sé gitip mot tay vé mat chia khoa va khach thué phong.
Nhitng cong viéc thé nay can dén phu nit. Chinh vi li do d6 ma 6ng Brunot
da khong nhan hai nguwoi mai day tdi xin viéc.

0O, gi chtt cai nay thi chi Calcet qua hgp. Sap t&i chi c6 thé b viéc & tiém
giat dé & nha trong nom bon tré va nhitng ngudoi thué phong. Chi sé c6 cach
riéng dé kiém song. Nhw vay chac chi sé vui.

Hai nguoi bat tay. Luc ra vé, 1do Armand nhan thay khic than uén lwgn cia
cdy dau tia & goc san. Sang xuan, mét goc to nhu thé nay dw sitc tré hoa che
kin mdy bitc twong tam to6i. Cai san sé trd thanh mot khodnh vuon.

Cudi cung lao da trén duwong tréd vé noi me con nha Calcet dang chd. Jojo
vui vé stia nhang xi vGi chan lao nhw thé chinh mat n6 cling da thay nhitng
can phong va khoanh san sé thé nao trong twong lai.

Lao Armand rdo buwdc. Lao ngang cao dau lam chép rau cam ci¢ chia ra phia
tredc. Lao vion vai trong chiéc do choang da va can than. Lao khong con la
mot 1do lang thang nita. Lao da 1a mot ngwoi lao dong cua Paris.
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