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Hercule Poirot #10
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PHAN 1

CAC SU KIEN

A
Ja*

CHUONG 1

Hanh khach quan trong trén tau téc hanh Taurus Luic ay la nam gio, mot
sang s6m mua dong & Syria.
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Nam doc san ga Aleppo la doan tau dwoc gidi thiéu hoanh trang trén cac to
hwéng dan ¢ nha ga la “Tau téc hanh Taurus”.

Tau bao gom nha bép, toa an uong, toa nam va hai toa dia phwong.
Bén buc thang dan vao toa nam c6 mot vién trung Uy tré

nguwoi Phap trong bo quan phuc banh bao, dang tro chuyén vdi mot nguoi
dan ong gay go, nhé nhan, nén chup sau dén phu ca

hai tai, vi thé ma khong ai thdy duwgc gi ngoai chép miii ttng hong va hai
dau ria dé vénh nguoc.

Troi rét budt nén viéc dwa tién mot quy ngai khong quen biét chang hé la
mot viéc thd vi, nhuwng Trung iy Dubosc van thie thi nhiém vu mét cach
tan tuy. Nhitng 10i 1é nha nhdn tuon ra tw

d6i moi cta anh bang mot thit tiéng Phap lich 1am. Chang phai la anh ta
biét tat tat moi thit. Cé nhitng 16i don dai, von dwong nhién phai cé trong
nhitng tredng hop nhu thé nay... Tam trang ctia Twéng quan - vi twéng cuia
anh - ct¥ xau di hang ngay. Va roi

cai 6ng khach la nguoi Bi ay da dén, hinh nhw mai tit tt* bén Anh. M6t tuan
1é tr6i qua - mot tuan 1é cang thang dén ky la. Va r6i mot s6 viéc da dién ra.
Mot si quan rat dang kinh bong dung ty sat, mot vi khac xin tir chic.
Nhitng khuon mat lo lang chgt mat di vé au lo, mot s6 bién phap quan sy
du phong dugc né6i long. Va Tudng quan - vien twéng phu trach Trung uy
Dubosc -

bong tré ra dén mwoi tudi.

Dubosc nghe 16m dwgc mot mau doi thoai gitta 6ng ay va ngudi khach la -
“_Mon cher, ong da ctru chung t6i,” Twéng quan xuc dong noi, bo ria bac
tuyét dep rung lén khi nhitng 16i ndy thét ra. “Ong da cttu van danh dy caa
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Quan do6i Phap - Ong da ngin dugc mot cudc d6 mau! To6i phai 1am sao day
dé cam on 6ng da nhan 16i thinh cau cua t6i va dén tan chon nay?”

Nguoi khach la (co tén la Hercule Poirot) da tra 10i nha nhan, trong do co
cau: “Toi lam sao quén dugc 6ng da tirng ctru mang t6i?” R6i Tuwdng quan
dap trd bang mot cau nha nhan khac, néi rang sy gitp do trong qua khit nay
chdang c6 gi la dang ké. R6i 6ng nhac nhiéu hon vé nuéc Phap, nuée Bi, vé
vinh quang, danh dy va nhitng thit dai loai nhw thé ma ho choang 1én nhau
mot cach nong nhiét, va roi cudc doi thoai két thic.

Madc du da nghe tat ca nhitng 10i 16 d6, Trung tiy Dubosc van c thdy mu
mit. Nhung anh duwgc giao nhiém vu dua tién 6ng Poirot 1én tau t6c hanh
Taurus va anh da thuc hién viéc nay vdi tat ca sy nhiét thanh, s6i noi cua
mot sT quan tré day trién vong cong danh phia trudc.

“Hom nay la Cha nhat,” Trung iy Dubosc néi. “T6i thit hai
ngay mai ngai sé c6 mat ¢ Stamboul.”

Cau nay anh ta khong phéi n6i 1an dau. Nhitng cudc tro chuyén trén san ga
trudc luc tau khoi hanh thuong 1a nhitng diép khuc 1ap lai.

“Pung vay,” Poirot tan thanh.
“Ngai sé nghi ¢ d6 vai ngay ch a?”

“ Mais oui. Stamboul 1a mot thanh ph6 ma t6i chwa titng dat chan dén. Néu
di qua comme ca thi qua 1a dang tiéc.” Ong cin ngén tay day dién cam.
“Chang c6 gi gap gap ca. Toi sé ¢ dé lam khach du lich trong vai ngay.”

“La Sainte Sophie rat dep day a,” Trung tly Dubosc noéi, du chwa hé thay
noi do.

Mot luong gié lanh théi rit doc san ga. Ca hai déu rung minh.
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Trung Gy Dubosc len 1én liéc nhin chiéc dong ho deo tay. Nam gid thiéu
nam phut - chi con nam phut nita thoi!

E rang ngudi khach kia bat dwgc cai nhin 1én ctia minh, anh lai ggi chuyén
tiép.

“Mua nay rat it khach du lich,” anh néi, mat hwéng lén ctra s6
toa nam ngay phia trén dau ho.

“Pung vay,” Poirot tan thanh.

“Hy vong tau Taurus khong bi ket do tuyét!”

“Co chuyén do nita sao?”

“Vang, c6 ddy a. Nhung nam nay thi chwa.”

“Vay thi hy vong 1a khong sao,” Poirot néi. “Thdi tiét chau Au dwgc dy bdo
la xau.”

“Rat xau a. O Balkan tuyét roi nhiéu.”
“Ca ¢ burc nita. Toi nghe noi vay.”

“_Eh bien! ” Trung Gy Dubosc vdi n6i, c6 lap di cai khodng lang ké tiép

dang cho chyc dién ra. “T6i mai vao lic bay gio bon muoi ngai sé c6 mat &
Constantinople.”

“Vang,” Poirot tra 10i, tiép tuc cau chuyén mién cudng. “La Sainte Sophie
nghe néi la rat dep.”

“Tuyét dep a, toi tin la vay.”
Trén dau ho, man ctra cia mot khoang trong toa nam duwgc vén sang bén va

mot thiéu phu 16 dau ra.
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Mary Debenham ngu rat it ké tir khi c6 roi Baghdad hom th
nam tredc. Ca trén chuyén tau dén Kirkuk lan trong nha nghi &

Mosul va trén tau dém qua, co chi ngu ga gat. Gio day, qua oai vi ct phai
nam ga gat trong cai nong ngdt ngat ctia khoang tau duwgc swdi dm qua mic,
c6 nhom day nhin ra ngoai.

Pay chac la Aleppo. Chang c6 gi dé xem, di nhién roi. Chi la mot san ga tu
mu, vang vang day do tiéng cai co inh éi va hung hang bang tiéng A-rap.
Hai nguoi dan 6ng ditng dwdi cira s6 cho

6, dang ndi chuyén vdi nhau bang tiéng Phap. Mot ngudi la si

quan Phéap, ngudi kia 1a mét 6ng nhé nhan véi b ria kéch su. Co6 thoang
cwoi. Chua tirng thdy cé ai chup chiéc nén sau nhuw thé.

Ngoai kia han rat lanh. Cho nén ho méi swdi doan tau kinh khiing nhw vay.
Co ra strc kéo ctra s6 ha xudng chuit it, nhung né chang nhic nhich.

Phu trach toa tién dén hai ngudi dan 6ng. Tau chuan bi xuat phat, 6ng ta
bdo thé. Quy 6ng nén 1én tau. Nguwoi dan 6ng nho

nhan gid non ra. Mot cai dau hinh tritng trong rat quai. Du dang cé nhitng
lo nghi riéng, Mary Debenham van mim cwgi. Mot ga dan 6ng nho bé trong
that 1a nhon. Loai dan 6ng nhé bé ma ngwdi ta chang bao gio dé mat tdi.

Trung Gy Dubosc dang no6i 10i ti biét. Anh da chuan bi triwdc nhitng 16i nay
va dé danh n6 cho phtit cu6i. D6 la nhitng 10i bay bong va lich 1am.

Khong hé chiu thua kém, Poirot ciing dap lai bang nhitng 10i twong tu.

“ En voiture, Monsieur. ” Phu trach toa nhac lai 1an nita.
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Vi vé vo cung luu luyén, Poirot budce 1én tau. Phu trach toa buéc 1én ngay
sau ong. Poirot vay tay chao. Trung tly Dubosc chao lai theo kiéu quan doi.
Sau mot ca giat manh, doan tau tw

twr tién 1én.

“ Enfin! ” Hercule Poirot thi tham.

“Brrrrr,” Trung tly Dubosc bat ra mot tiéng rén, thé hién mot cach hoan hao
rang anh dang rét dén cd nao...

II

“_Voila, Monsieur! ” Bang mot dong tac diéu dang, phu trach toa gidi thiéu

vOi Poirot mot khoang nam dep dé cung chiéc va-li cia 6ng dwgc sap san
gon gang.

“Va-li nho cua Monsieur, toi dat ¢ day a”.

Céanh tay anh ta giang ra day ham y. Hercule Poirot dat vao d6 mét to bac
x€p nho.

“ Merci, Monsieur. ” Phu trach toa bong nhanh nhen va hoat bat

han lén. “T6i dang git vé ctia Monsieur. Xin vui long cho t6i muwgn ho
chiéu. Monsieur sé dirng chan ¢ Stamboul, ding khong a?”

Poirot gat dau xac nhan.
“Tau hinh nhv cing ving khach nhi?” Ong cét tiéng hoi.
“Qua vay, thua Monsieur. Toa cua toi chi c6 hai hanh khach nita - ca hai

déu 1a ngwoi Anh. Mot ngai Pai ta tir An Do vé va mot ¢6 nuong ngudoi
Anh khéi hanh tir Baghdad. Monsieur cé can gi nita khong a?”
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Monsieur yéu cau mot chai nwdc sudi nhé.

Nam gio sang la mot thoi diém dap tau rat bat tién, van con hai gio nita mdi
dén binh minh. Y thic ring minh chwa ngt du

gidc dém, ma ciling vira hoan thanh xudt sac mot st ménh tinh t€, Poirot
cudn minh vao géc, chim sau vao giac ngu.

Khi 6ng thitc day thi da la chin gi¢ rudi, 6ng x6ng thang dén toa an udng
tim mot tach ca-phe.

Lic nay trong toa chi c6 mdt khach duy nhat, ro6 rang dé la c6 nwong nguoi
Anh ma 6ng phu trach toa da nhac tGi. Co ta cao, gay, da ngam ngam - tudi
trac hai muoi tam. Co mot sy qua

quyét trong cach thitc c6 ta dung bita diém tdm va kéu phuc vu

cham ca-phé. N6 néi 1én s am hiéu thé gigi va loc 16i trong du lich. Co ta
madc mot bo vay di dwong mau sam, lam bang mot vat liéu mong, thich tng
mot cach tuyét voi vdi khong khi nong birc @ trén tau.

Khéng c6 viéc gi lam, Hercule Poirot gidi khudy bang cach quan sat c6 ta
ma khong dé c6 ta biét.

DPay la loai phu nit tré dé dang tu lo cho ban than du & bat ci

noi dau, 6ng phan doan. Cé ta cé ca sy chitng chac 1an tinh hiéu qua. Ong
rat thich sy can déi nghiém ngat trong tinh cach cta c6 ta va cad sac mau
xanh xanh tinh t& cta lan da cd. Ong thay thich mai t6c den béng bay véi
nhitng lon ngay ngan. Va doi mat xam cua c6 thi tram tinh, xa xam. Nhung,
Poirot nghi, co ta hoi thtra

tinh hiéu qué dé tré thanh dang phu ni¥ ma 6ng goi la “jolie

femme”.
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Gio thi c6 thém mot nguwdi khac buwédc vao toa an uong. B6 la mot nguoi
dan O0ng cao 16n, tudi trac b6n mwoi, nam muoi, voc dang manh mai, da
ngam nau, toc hoa ram ¢ thai dvong.

“Ong Dai ta tir An D6,” Poirot tu nhi.

Nguwoi mdi toi khé nghieng minh chao co gai.

“Co Debenham, xin chao c6 budi sang”.

“Pai ta Arbuthnot, xin chao 6ng budi sang.”

Vién dai ta ditng do, tay dat 1én chiéc ghé doi dién vdi co gai.
“Co khong phéan doi chit?” 6ng ta hoi.

“D1i nhién la khong. Mdi 6ng ng6i.”

“Tot lam, c6 biét day, diém tam khong phai ltic nao ciing la dip dé tan gau.”
“Pung la vay. Nhung t6i chang an thit ai ca.”

Vién dai td ngo6i xudng.

“Boi dau,” 6ng goi ngay bang mat giong hach dich.

Ong goi mén tritng va ca-pha.

Mat 6ng dirng lai & Hercule Poirot trong giay lat, roi th o lwét

qua. Von doc tot suy nghi ctia ngudi Anh, Poirot thtra biét 6ng dai ta ty nhu
gi, “chi la mot tén ngoai qudc chét tiét.”

Pung vai tinh cach dan tgc cua minh, hai ngwoi Anh khong ba hoa. Ho chi
trao d6i vGi nhau vai nhan xét cut lan. Gio thi co gai ding day trg ve
khoang cua co.
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Pén gid an trwa, hai nguwdi lai ngoi chung ban véi nhau va moét 1an nira, ho
chang ngo ngang gi dén ngwoi hanh khach thi ba.

Cau chuyén ctia ho c6é vé s6i néi hon so vGi bita diém tam. Pai ta
Arbuthnot néi vé Punjab, va thinh thoang lai hoi c6 gai vai cau vé

Baghdad. Thi ra la noi ma c¢6 hanh nghé bdo mau. Trong khi tro chuyén, ho
phat hién ra mét s6 ban bé chung va diéu nay da dem lai hiéu qua tic thoi,
lam cho ho thém phan than thién va bét vé lanh ling. Ho néi vdi nhau vé
gia Tommy va ga Jerry nao dé. Vién dai ta thac mac liéu c6 gai sé vé thang
nwdc Anh hay dirng lai & Stamboul.

“T6i vé thang.”
“Vay c6 dang tiéc khong nhi?”
“Toi tirng di chuyén nay cach day hai nam va da & Stamboul ba ngay”.

“A ra thé. Tot lam, vay thi t6i xin ndi rang t6i rat vui mirng la c6 vé thang
vl ca toi cling vay.”

Ong khé nghiéng nguoi trong mot dong tac kha nguong nghiu, khuén mit
hoi tng do.

“Ngai dai ta cta ching ta la nguwoi dé xic cam,” Hercule Poirot thich thu
nghi. “Bi tau cling nguy hiém chang kém gi du lich duwong bién.”

C0 Debenham ciing néi rang nhu vay thi qua t6t. Kiéu cach ctua co6 cé phan
hoi khac nghiét.

Hercule Poirot dé y thay Dai ta tién c6 gai trd vé khoang. Mat ltic sau tau di
ngang qua khung canh Taurus 16ng lay. Khi ho

diéng canh nhau & hanh lang nhin xuéng cong Cilicia, cd gai chgt budng
tiéng thd dai. Poirot ditng gan do, nghe giong co thi thao:
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“Qi that 1a dep qué! Gi4 nhu... Gia nhu toi...”
“Sao a?”
“Udc gi toi co6 thé thudong thiec né!”

Arbuthnot khong tra 10i. Cai quai ham vuodng vic cua 6ng c6 vé nhu danh
hon, dit ton hon.

“Cau troi cho 6 sém ra khoi chuyén nay,” 6ng thot 1én.

“Kheé thoi, lam on di. N6i khé thoi.”

«“Q, khong sao dau.” Ong ném mot cai nhin hoi byc bdi 1én Poirot roi néi
tiép: “Nhwng t6i khong chiu noi cai y nghi c6 la mot bao mau lic nao cling
phai cuc cung vang theo nhitng ba me doc doan va nhitng dira con quay pha
cua ho.”

Co gai bat cudi bang mot giong thoang mat ty chu.

“0! ong khong nén noi vay. Chuyén cac bao mau bi vui dap chi

la mot ¢6 tich 16i thoi. T6i dam bao v6i 6ng rang nhitng 6ng bo ba me nay
chi thiéu diéu so toi bat nat ma thoi.”

Ho khong ndi them gi nita. Co 1€ Arbuthnot hoi nguong vi suw
x0c nodi cia minh.

“Minh dang chitng kién mot tan tuéng nhé kha ky la,” Poirot
suy tw nghi.

Sau nay ong sé phai nhd lai y nghi nay.
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Ho dén Konya ban dém, vao khodng muwdi mét gio rudi. Hai hanh khach
nguwoi Anh ra ngoai dé dudi chan. Ho rdo qua rao lai trén san ga phu tuyét.

Poirot thi quan sat nhitng hoat dong nao nhiét & nha ga qua tdm kinh ctra
s0. Tuy vay, sau khodng mudi phut, 6ng quyét dinh ra hit thd doi chat khi
troi. Ong chudn bi rat can than, trong vao nhiéu 16p do, quan khin quang,
r6i x6 chan vao doi giay cao su chin chu ctia minh. Xong xudi, 6ng ltng
khirng buéc xudéng san ga, bit dau di dao xudi theo né. Ong di vuot qua toa
dau may.

Co nhitng giong noi khién 6ng chi y dén hai béng hinh m¢ do duwéi bong
ram cuia mot chiéc xe tdi. Arbuthnot dang néi.

“Mary...”
CoO gai ngat 10i ong.

“Khong phai bay gio. Khong phai luc nay. Khi nao xong da. Khi nao moi
chuyén qua di...”

Poirot ling 18 quay di. Ong 14y 1am la.

Khong con nhan ra cai giong lanh lung, quyét doan cua c6 nang Debenham
nay nta...

“La that,” ong tw nhu.
Ngay hom sau, 6ng lai dé y thay hinh nhu hai ngwdi ho cai co

gi vGi nhau. Ho rat it ndi chuyén. Co gai trong c6 vé lo lang. Mat c6 co
nhitng quang sam mau.

Tau dirng lai nghi vao lic 2 gio 30 chiéu. Nhitng cai dau 16 ra ngoai ctra so.
Mot nhoém nguwoi dang tim tum bén hong tau, chi
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tré vat gi d6 ¢ dudi toa an uong.

Poirot nhom day hoi chuyén 6ng phu trach toa ltic 6ng nay dang voi va di
ngang qua. Nghe trd 10i xong, Poirot rut dau, quay lai, xém nita la cung
phai Mary Debenham, von ditng ngay sau ong.

“Co6 chuyén gi vay?” Co ta hoi bang tiéng Phap, giong nhu thiéu hoi. “Tai
sao tau lai dung?”

“Chang c6 gi ca, thwa c6. Co vat gi dé bi chay ¢ dudi toa an udng. Khong
c6 gi nghiém trong cad. Nguwoi ta da 1dy ra r6i. Gio thi ho dang stta chita
hong hoc. Khong co gi dang ngai dau, tin toi di.”

CoO gai phac mot dong tac nhé dot ngot, nhu thé xua di y nght
vé mot mbi nguy ma hda ra la hoan toan khong dang ké.
“Vang, vang, toi hiéu ma. Nhung thoi gian!”

“Thoi gian gi a?”

“Chuyén nay sé lam chiing ta cham tré.”

“Vang, c6 thé lam,” Poirot tan thanh.

“Nhung ching ta khong thé bi tré dugc! Tau phai dén lic 6g55

va ta con phdi tang bo qua Bosphorus dé don chuyén Toc hanh Phuong
Pong Simplon & phia bén kia vao lic 9 gid. Néu tau tré

mot, hai tiéng thi ta sé bi 16 chuyén mat thoi.”
“Vang, c6 thé lam,” Poirot cong nhan.

Ong td mo nhin c6 gai. Ban tay c6 bam kha ho hitng vao
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thanh ctra s0, d6i méi c6 hoi lay bay.

“Chuyén nay quan trong vGi c6 lam sao, thira c6?” 6ng hai.
“Vang. Rat quan trong. T6i... toi phai lén dwgc chuyén dé.”
Co ta quay lai, xu6i theo hanh lang di vé cho dai ta Arbuthnot.

Tuy nhién, c6 ta chi uéng cong lo lang. Mwoi phut sau, tau lai xuat phat. N6
dén Haydapassar chi tré c6 nam phut nho tang toc bu gio.

Bosphorus la mot noi t6i tan va Poirot khong thich thu gi cudc tang bo.
Ong tach khéi nhitng ngudi dong hanh va khong gip lai ho nita.

Khi dén Galata Bridge, 6ng huwéng thang vé khach san Tokatlian.

CHUONG 2

Khach san Tokatlian

Tai khach san Tokatlian, Hercule Poirot dat phong c6 bon tam.
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ROi 6ng tién dén ban tiép tan dé héi tham thw tur.

Ba buc thv va mot dién tin dang cho ong. Chan may ong hoi nhudn 1én khi
thdy btrc dién tin. N6 ndm ngoai du liéu.

Ong mé né ra bing mot dong tdc cham rdi, chin chu thudng 1. Nhitng
dong chit in hién 1én ro rét.

“Piéu ma ngai dy doan & Kassner Case da dot ngot dién ra.
Lam on tr¢ lai ngay.”

“ Voild ce qui est embétant. ” Poirot 1au bau. Ong liéc nhin déng hod.

“Toi phai di t6i nay,” 6ng néi vGi nhan vién tiép tan. “Chuyén toc hanh
Simplon khéi hanh ltic may gio vay nhi?”

“Thwa ong, luc chin gio.”

“Ong dit cho t6i mot givdng ndm nhé!”

“C6 ngay, thua ong. Mua nay thi chuyén doé khong co gi kho.
Tau lic nao ciing trong 16c. Hang nhat hay hang hai a?”
“Hang nhat.”

“_Tres bien, Monsieur. Ong di dau a?”

“Pi London.”

“_Bien, Monsieur. Toi sé dat vé cho 6ng di London va dang ky giwong nam

trén toa Stamboul-Calais.”

Poirot lai nhin dong h6. Tam gid kém muoi.
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“Pa dén gio an chiéu chwa nhi?”
“D1 nhién, thua ong.”

Nguoi dan 6ng Bi nhé nhin gat dau. Ong huy viéc dit phong roi bang qua
dai sanh hwéng vé phia nha hang.

Gitra luc ong dang dat mon cho nguoi phuc vy, mot ban tay dat 1én vai ong.

“A! mon vieux, that 1a mét bat ngo thu vi,” mot giong noi cat 1én sau lung
ong.

Do 1a mot ngwoi dan 6ng_ditng tudi, thap bé, toc cat kiéu en

brosse. Ong ta dang_cuwdi mot cich sung suéng,
Poirot ditng bat day.

“Ong Bouc.”

“Ong Poirot.”

Ong Bouc 1a mot nguoi Bi, gidm doc Cong ty Qudc té Toa ndm, mot ngudi
quen lau nam cua cyu ngoi sao Luc lvgng Canh sat Bi.

“_Mon cher, 06ng di xa nhi,” Bouc noi.

“Toi co mot cong chuyén nho @ Syria.”

“A! Va bay gid 6ng dang trg vé? Khi nao vay?
“T6i nay.”

“Tuyét qua! Toi cling vay. Toi phai di dén tit tan Lausanne dé
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gidi quyét cong viéc, 6ng di chuyén Simplon-Phuwong Dong, ding khong
a?”

“Vang. Toi mdi vura dat givong. That ra toi dinh ¢ lai day vai ngay, nhung
lai vira nhan mat dién tin triéu hoéi vé Anh c6 cong viéc quan trong.”

“A!” Bouc gat gl. “Les Affaires - les daffaires! Nhung bay gi® thi, mon
vieux, ong da ¢ dinh vinh quang ro6i con gi.”

“Chi la mét chat thanh cong théi ma.” Hercule Poirot c6 t6 ra khiém t6n
nhung cé vé khong may dat.

Bouc cuwoi pha len.
“Ta gdp lai nhau sau nhé,” 6ng noi.

Hercule Poirot lo tap trung vao viéc gitt cho bo ria cua ong khong bi dinh
vao sup.

Hoan tat cong viéc kh6 khan nay, ong ddao mat nhin quanh trong ltic cho
mon ké tiép. Trong nha hang chi c6 khodng chuc ngudi va trong s6 chuc
nguoi nay chi cé hai nguwoi khién Hercule Poirot quan tam.

Ho ngoi & mot ban cach dé6 khong xa. Nguwoi tré hon la mét anh chang dé
meén, tudi trac ba muoi, cé thé thay ngay la ngwdi My. Nhung khong phai
anh chang nay ma chinh la nguwdi ngoi cung anh ta mgi 16i cuén sy chad y
noi nha tham t¥ nho bé.

D6 1a mot ngudi dan 6ng tudi trac tir sdu muoi dén bay muoi.
Thoat trong, nguoi nay c6 cai vé on hoa ctia mot nguoi dire do.
Cai dau hoi hoéi, vang tran tron tria, chiéc miéng twoi cuoi dé 1o

bd rang gia rat trang, tat ca no6i lén mot nhan cach hién hoa. Chi
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riéng c6 doi mat la pha nhan gid dinh nay. Ching nhé, sau va quy quyeét.
Ma khong chi c6 thé. Trong lic trao déi vdi nguoi tré

tudi, nguwoi dan ong ddo mat nhin quanh phong. Trong khodnh khac, anh
mat lao dirng lai & Poirot, va chi trong mot gidy dé thoi doi mat ay da toat
ra mot tia hiém ac ky la di kém v&i mot sy cang thang bat thwong.

Ro6i ldo dirng day.
“Tra tién di, Hector,” 1do giuc.

Giong lao hoi khan khan. N6 mang mot am diéu kho chiu, nho nhe nhung
am hiém.

Khi Poirot gap lai nguwoi ban ctia 6ng tai phong cho, hai nguwoi dan ong kia
cling dang roi khach san. Hanh 1y ctia ho da dwgc dwa xuéng. Nguoi tré
dang giam sat hoat dong nay. Gio thi anh ta dang m@ canh cwa kinh va noi:

“Ong Ratchett, tit ca sin sang roi.”

Nguwoi gia am v xac nhan roi budc ra.

“Ho la ngwoi My,” Bouc dap.

“Han 1a ngudi My roi. Y toi hoi 6ng nghi ho 1a ngwdi nhw thé
nao?”

“Nguoi tré c6 vé kha dé chiu.”

“Con nguoi kia?”

“Ong ban a, noi that véi dng, t6i ching quan tdm dén 6ng ta.
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Ong ta chi gdy cho t6i mdt cam gidc khé chiu. Con 6ng thay sao?”
Hercule Poirot suy nghi mot hoi.

“Khi 6ng ta di ngang qua t0i trong toa an uoéng,” cudi cung 6ng dap, “toi co
mot cam gidc ky la. Giong nhw c6 mot con thd hoang... mét con thi hoang
da va man dai, 6ng hiéu y toi chi...

vua di ngang qua.”
“Nhung chung quy lai thi 6ng ta trong cling dang kinh day chi!”

“ Précisément! Than thé... cai long... thi ding la dang kinh, nhung qua cac

chan song, mot con thi hoang van dang nhin ra ngoai.”
“Mon vieux, 0ng giau 6c twdng twgng qua day,” Bouc ndi.

“Co 1é vay. Nhung t6i khong thé rii bo cai cam giac mdt con quy vira di
ngang qua t6i, rat gan.”

“Quy ong nguwoi My dang kinh dé ay a?”
“Chinh la quy 6ng nguoi My dang kinh do.”

“Thoéi dugc,” Bouc vui vé néi. “Co thé 1a nhw thé. Thé gidi nay con vo khoi

ac quy.”
Pung ldc dé, canh ctra bat mé, nguwdi tiép tan tién vé phia ho.
Anbh ta trong c6 vé boi roi va biét 10i.

“That ky la, thwa ong,” anh ta noi véi Poirot, “trén tau khong con mot
girong nam hang nhat nao ca.”

“ Comment? ” Bouc bat thét 1én. “Vao mua nay dy a? A, chic 1a canh bao
chi, canh chinh trj gia c6 hen ho gi day chang?”
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“T6i khong biét, thira 6ng,” ngudi tiép tan quay sang ong ta, lé
phép néi. “Nhung sy thé la nhw vay day a.”

“Thoéi dugc,” Bouc quay sang Poirot. “Dtrng lo, 6ng ban. Bé do téi thu xép.
Lu6n ludn c6 mot khoang - khoang s6 16 - dwgc duw

trit. Ong phu trach toa sé& lo viéc nay.” Ong mim cudi roi liéc nhin dong hé.
“Nao,” 6ng noi, “da dén luc lén duong roi do!”

Tai nha ga, Bouc dwgc ngwoi phu trach toa trong bo dong phuc mau nau
don tiép mot cach niém né va trong vong.

“Chao ong. Khoang cta ong la khoang s6 1 day a.”

Ong ta goi khuan vac dén. Ho ddy hanh 1y bing xe lin di dén khoang giita
doan tau, noi c6 tdm bang thiéc ghi dich dén.

ISTANBUL TRIESTE CALAIS
“Nghe néi t6i nay toa cua 6ng day khach, ding khong vay?”

“That khong thé tin noi, thva 6ng. Ca thé gidi nhuw chon di du lich vao ban
dém!”

“Du gi thi dng ciing phai tim ra chd cho quy 6ng day nhé. Ong 4y 1a ban
ctia t6i day. Ong ta 1dy khoang 16 ciing dwgc.”

“Khoang dé6 ciling c6 nguoi r6i a.”

“Sao? Ca khoang 16 u?”

Nhitng 4nh mat thong dong dwgc trao qua doi lai, r6i 6ng phu

trach toa mim cwoi. D6 la mot nguoi dan ong trung nién cao rao vGi nuwdc

da men mét.
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“Di nhién roi, thwa 6ng. Toi da n6i vdi 6ng la tau day ma, day ap, khong
con cho nao trong.”

“Chuyén gi xay ra vay?” Bouc gian dit hoi. “Co hoi nghi dau dé chang?
Hay c¢ tiéc tung gi?”

“Khong, thwa 6ng, chi la tinh cd théi a. Chi 1a nhiéu ngudi cung chon di du
lich t6i nay.”

Bouc bat ra mot tiéng tac lwdi buc doc.
“Pén Belgrade sé c6 mot toa tir Athens tha lai,” 6ng cho biét.

“Ngoai ra con c6 toa Bucharest-Paris, nhwng phéi dén t6i mai mdi c6 tau di
Belgrade. Van dé la t6i nay. Cé giwvong hang hai nao con trong khong vay?”

“Co6 mot givong hang hai day a.”
“Tot, vay thi...”

“Nhung no lai ¢ trong khoang danh cho nit. C6 mot ba ngwoi Pitc ¢ trong
khoang nay r6i, mot ba nguwdi hau.”

“Cha, cha, té hai that,” Bouc thot 1én.

“Ong ban, xin ditng ban long,” Poirot néi. “Tdi di toa thudng ciling dwgc
ma.”

“Khong thé dugc. Khong thé dugce dau.” Ong lai quay sang phu
trach toa. “Moi nguoi da dén ca chwa?”
“Qua la c6 mot hanh khach chwa t6i,” phu trach toa cho hay.

Ong ta n6i cham, vé ngap ngirng.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Ong cu noi di!”

“Giwong s6 7 khoang hang hai c6 mot vi khach chwa t6i, va bay gio 1a chin
gio kém bon phit r6i.”

“Ai vay?”

“Mot ngudi Anh,” phu trach toa xem danh sach. “Ong A.M.
Harris.”

“MGt cai tén mang lai diém lanh,” Poirot n6i. “T6i dam ca la
cai ong Harris do khong t6i dau.”

“Hay dwa hanh 1y cua 6ng day dén s6 7,” Bouc ndi. “Néu 6ng Harris dén, ta
sé giai thich rang 6ng ta dén qua mudn, giwvong nam khong thé giit ché qua
lau, ta sé dung cach nay hay cach khac dé dan xép vdi ong ta. Mac gi phai
lo cho cai ong Harris d6?”

“Tuy y ong thoi a,” phu trach toa néi.
Ong ta quay sang ngudi khuan vac cia Poirot, chi cho anh nay noi phai di.
ROi 6ng tranh bac thang dé nhwong cho cho Poirot birdce 1én

tau. “Tout a fait au bout, Monsieur, ” 6ng néi. “Khoang cudi cung.”

Poirot di doc hanh lang. Mot hanh trinh c6é vé nhw rat dai bai hau hét hanh
khach déu dang ditng & ngoai khoang ctia ho.

Nhitng tiéng “Pardon” lich sy dwgc phat ra déu dan nhuw nhip chay cda
chiéc dong ho. Cudi cung, 6ng ciling dén duwgc khoang dwgc chi dan. Bén
trong, mot ngwoi dang véi tay cat chiéc va-li.

Do la anh chang nguoi My ¢ khach san Tokatlian.
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Anh ta cau may nhin Poirot bugc vao.

“Xin 16i,” anh noi. “T6i nghi 6ng 16n cho réi.” R6i anh 6 nan ra bang tiéng
Phap. “_Je crois que vous avez un erreur. ”

Poirot dap lai bang tiéng Anh.

“Ong 1a 6ng Harris?”

“Khong, ten toi la MacQueen. Toi...”

Nhung ngay lic do, giong ndi cta phu trach toa da cat 1én tur

sau lung Poirot. Mot giong n6i mém mong mang am diéu biét 16i.

“Thua ong, khong con givong nao khac trén tau. Quy ong day phai &
khoang nay.”

Ong kéo ctra s6 ¢ hanh lang 1én trong liic néi, tay nhac hanh ly cta Poirot
vao.

Poirot thich thi nhan ra am diéu cédo 16i trong giong ctia phu
trach toa. Chac chan 6ng nay da dugc hita cho tién boa néu gitr
duwoc khoang cho mot minh anh chang MacQueen do st dung.

Tuy nhién, mén hoa hong béo b& nhét cling chang cé tac dung gi khi ma
ong giam doc cong ty dang lu lu trén tau va phat ra nhitng ménh lénh cua
minh.

Phu trach toa budc ra khoi khoang sau khi dwa cac va-li len gia.

“_Voila Monsieur,” ong noi. “Moi viéc da dau vao do. Givong cua ong phia
trén, s6 7. Tau sé khai hanh trong vong mot phat nita.”
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Ong ta voi va bo di. Poirot tré vao khoang.

“MGt hién twong hiém thay,” 6ng vui vé ndi. “Phu trach toa dich than dwa
va-li len gia! Chuyén chua tirng nghe!”

Nguwoi ban duwong cua ong mim cuwoi. Co vé nhu anh ta da qua con buc tic.
Co 1€ anh ta hiéu ra rang can phai tiép nhan sy viéc mot cach binh than.

“Tau dong ghé nhi,” anh nhan xét.

MGt tiéng huyt vang 1én, mot am thanh kéo dai, u uat phat ra tit dau may.
Hai nguoi dan ong budc ra ngoai hanh lang.

Bén ngoai, mot giong noi cat 1én. “En voiture! ”

“Ta xuat phat roi,” MacQueen noi.
Nhung ho chwa hé xudt phat. Tiéng huyt lai vang 1én.

“T6i ndi thé nay nhé, thwa 6ng,” Chang trai dot ngdt néi. “Néu 6ng mudn
lay giwvong dwdi, tién hon cho 6ng, thi vdi téi khong c6 van dé gi dau.”

“Khong, khong,” Poirot phan do6i. “Lé nao t6i lai 1dy cho cta 6ng...”
“Khong sao dau ma...”

“Ong that dé mén...”

Nhitng 16i phan d6i lich sy phat ra tir ca hai phia.

“Chi mot dem thoi ma,” Poirot gidi thich. “T&i Belgrade thi...”

“Q, thé ra 6ng xudng tau & Belgrade...”

“Khong hin vay. Ong biét day...”
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MGt cu giat dot ngdt. Hai ngudi dan 6ng nga dui vé phia canh ctra so6 Iic do
ma@ ra mot san ga dai sang den, dang tu tu tregt qua ho.

Chuyén tau Téc hanh Phwong Bong da khéi dau cudc hanh trinh ba ngay
xuyén chau Au.

CHUGONG 3
Poirot ttr ch6i mot vu viéc

Ngay hom sau, Hercule Poirot buéc vao toa dn uéng hoi tré. Ong day sém,
an sang hau nhwr mot minh, va su6t budi sang ngoéi xem cac ghi chép vé vu
viéc khién 6ng bi goi nguwoc vé London.

Ong chéng thay tim hoi ngudi ban duong ctia minh.

Bouc da ngbdi sdn & d6. Ong ta vay tay chao, ngodc ban vé phia chd ngdi
trong & ngay doi dién. Poirot ng6i xuong va nhanh chéng nhan ra minh
dang ngo6i & mot vi tri quanh ban dwoc wu tién, noi khach dwgc phuc vu
trwdc tién va hudng nhitng miéng ngon lanh nhat. Thitc an ciing ngon la
thvong.
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Pén khi ho ding mén banh kem pho-mai, Bouc méi cho phép tam tri cua
ong lan ra cac van dé khac, ngoai thitc &n. Ong dang & mot giai doan cta
bita an ma ngudi ta thwdong hay triét ly.

“Qi!” dng thé dai. “Gia nhu tdi dugc mot phan tai nang cta Balzac thi nhét
dinh t0i sé mo ta khung canh nay.”

Ong xua tay.
“Po cling la mot y twang,” Poirot noi.

“0, 6ng ciing dong y sao? Chua tirng c6 ai lam viéc d6, ding khong nhi?
Va, 6ng ban oi, n6 cling lang man lam day nhé. Khap quanh ta la nhitng
nguoi thudc moi tang 16p, moi quoc tich, moi Iita tudi. Trong ba ngay troi,
nhitng con nguwdi chwa hé quen biét nay duge gan két lai v6i nhau. Ho an
ngt dudi cuing mot ‘mai nha’, ho khong thé roi xa nhau. R6i dén hét ba
ngay, ho lai ra di, mo6i nguwdi mot hwéng, c6 1é chang bao gio gap lai nhau

»

nta.
“Va gia st nhw c6 mot tai nan...” Poirot chgt tr@ nén tram tuw.
“A khéng, 6ng ban...”

“Tw quan diém cta 6ng thi do l1a diéu dang tiéc, toi hiéu chg.
Nhung du vay ta c tht gia dinh mot chut xem sao. Khi do co 1é
tat cad nhitng nguwoi ¢ day sé lién két véi nhau béi cai chét.”

“Cho thém rugu di,” Bouc goi. Ong hap tap rét ra ly. “Mon cher, 6ng bénh
r6i. Mén nay co6 thé gitip 6ng tiéu hoa day.”

“Pung vay,” Poirot tan thanh, “cé 1é thitc an cta Syria khong hgp v&i bao
tw t0i.”
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Ong nhap mdt ngum rugu roi ngd ngudi ra sau, dao cip mit suy tw nhin
quanh toa an uéng. C6 muwoi ba ngwdi dang ngoi do.

Nhv Bouc da néi, ho thuéc moi tang 16p va qudc tich. Ong bét dau nghién
citu ho.

O chiéc ban ddi dién c6 ba ngwdi dan 6ng. Ong doan ring ho 1a nhitng hanh
khach don ddc, dugc bé tri ngéi do theo sy sap dat chuan xac ctia cac nhan
vién toa dn uéng. Mot ngudi Y to 16n, da ngdm den dang sang khoai ngdi
xia rang. PA6i dién v6i anh ta la m6t 6ng nguwdi Anh gay go, chin chu cé
khuon mdt vo cam, dac trung cho nhitng nguoi giip viec dugce dao tao bai
ban. Ngoi

canh nguwdi Anh nay la mot nguwdi My to 16n trong bo do hoa hoe hoa s6i,
c6 18 1a mot khach buon.

“Ta phai lam mdt ct hoanh trang,” 6ng ta néi bang mét giong miii 6n ao.
Nguoi Y rit que tim ra dé dé khoa chan mua tay hon.

“Di nhién,” anh ta néi bing mat thit tiéng Anh kiéu Y. “Thi tui da néi vay
hoai r6i mo.”

Nguoi Anh nhin ra ctra s6, hing hang ho vai tiéng.
Anh mét caa Poirot lwét qua ho.

O chiéc ban nho, ngdi & tu thé thing bang 1a mot ba gia xau xi nhat ma 6ng
ting thdy. D6 la mot vé xau xi doc dao khién cho ngudi ta thdy cudn hit
hon 1a mu6n xa lanh. Ba ta ngo6i rat thang. Quanh c6 ba la mét sgi day
chuyén x6 nhitng hat ngoc rat 16n, c6 vé nhu khé tin nhwng chinh 1a ngoc
that. Hai tay ba cling deo day nhan. Chiéc 4o 16ng chon dugc kéo ra hai bo
vai. Chiéc mii khong vanh dat tién mau den bé ti trong lac diéu mot cach
kich cdm so v&i khuén mat vang vot, giong nhw mat céc, & bén dudi né.
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Lic nay ba ta dang néi vGi phu trach toa an uéng bang mot giong ranh rot,
lich sy nhung cuc ky quyét doan.

“Vui long dat vao khoang ctia ta mot chai nwéc sudi va mot ly nwdc cam
16n. Lam on sap xép dé bita chiéu ta c6 mon thit ga khong xot, va ca mon
ca hap ntta.”

Nguoi phuc vu kinh can tra 10i rang nhitng ménh 1énh nay sé
dwoc thuece thi.

Ba ta khé gat dau lich 1am ro6i ditng ddy. Anh mét ba dung phai 4nh mat
Poirot roi lia qua 6ng v&i vé ho hitng ctia m6t ba chida lanh dam.

“Cong chtia Dragomiroff do,” Bouc ha thap giong. “Ba ta la ngudi Nga.
Choéng ba dy gom dugc rat nhiéu tién trudc Cach mang roi dem ra dau tw &
nuwéc ngoai. Ba ta giau cye. M6t nhan vat ndi tiéng thé gidi.”

Poirot gt dau. Ong c6 nghe néi vé cong chia Dragomiroff.

“Ba ta la mot nhan vat,” Bouc ndi, “tuy xau nht ma nhwng van lam cho
nguoi ta phai né vi. Ong c6 thdy vay khong?”

Poirot dong y.

O moét trong nhitng ban 16n khac, Mary Debenham dang ngdi véi hai phu
nit. Trong hai nguwdi nay c6 mot phu nit trung nién cao rao khoac bd ao
choang len, mac vay bang vai tuyt. Ba ta c6 mai to6c vang phai mau bui
thanh bé 16n trong rat khong hop. Ba ta deo kinh, c6 khudon mat dai, hién
lanh, dé mén trong kha giong mot con ctru. Ba dang lang nghe ngwoi phu
nit kia, mot ba 16n tudi, béo tot, c6 khuon mat phic hau. Ba nay dang néi
bang mot giong cham rai, ranh rot, nhung déu déu, khong cé dau hiéu nao
la sé dirng lai dé 1ay hoi hay di dén mdt hoi két.
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“... va thé la con gai t6i héi: ‘Tai sao?’ N6 ndi: ‘Cac ngudi khong thé ap
dung phwong phap My & dat nwédc nay. VGi dan & day thi biéng nhac la 1é
ty nhién r6i,” né noi thé. ‘Ho chang viéc gi phai voi va cd.” Nhung noi gi
thi noi, cac em sé phai ngac nhién néu biét cac treong hoc cta ching ta &
do6 dang lam gi. Ho da tao ra mot d6i gido vién gioi. Toi cho diéu nay chang
lién quan gi dén

gido duc. Ching ta chi can phéi 4p dung cac y twéng phuwong Tay cua
ching ta ro6i day lai cho phwong Bong dé cho ho nhén ra.

Con gai toi noi...”
Tau di vao mot dwong ham. Cai giong ém 4, déu déu kia bi
nhan chim.

O ban canh d6, mot ban nhé, dai td Arbuthnot dang ngdi mot minh. Anh
mat 6ng nhw cam vao gay ciia Mary Debenham. Ho

khong ngbi cung nhau mdc du dé dan xép chuyén nay chang c6 gi la khé.
Sao thé nhi?

Poirot nghi c6 16 Mary Debenham da ngan ngai. Nghé bao mau day c6 phai
than trong. Biéu hién ra ngoai la quan trong lam. Mot c6 gai con phai lo
sinh ké& nhw c6 thi phai that kin ké.

Anh mét 6ng chuyén sang mép bén kia cia toa xe. O cudi toa, ditng dya
vao twong la mot phu nit trung nién mdc bo vay mau den vGi khudon mat
rong, vo cam. Ngudi Piic hodc ngudi Bic Au.

C¢ 1é chinh 1a ba ngwdi hau brc.

Sau ba nay la mot cap dang chui dau vao nhau tré chuyén rat s6i néi. Nguoi
nam madc do6 bang vai tuyt cia Anh, nhung khéng phai 1a ngwdi Anh. Poirot
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chi thdy duwgc gay cua anh ta, nhwng hinh dang chiéc gdy dé cung vdéi hai
bo vai da t6 giac anh ta -

mot ngwoi dan ong to 16n, cwong trang. Anh ta chot quay dau lai va Poirot
da nhin dugc mat anh ta. Mot anh chang rat dién trai, tudi trén ba mwoi vai
mot bo ria 16n trong rat dep mat.

Nguoi nit doi dién v6i anh chi 1a mét c6 gai khoang chirng doi muoi. Chiéc
ao khoac den va chiéc vay nho nhan vira khit, chiéc do trang mac bén trong
bang vai xa-tanh, chiéc nén khéng vanh

mau den xinh xan va thanh lich doi nghiéng nghiéng mdt goc trong cuc ky
thoi trang. CO ta s@ hitu mot khudn mat dep trong nhv ngudi nwéc ngoai,
lan da trang twoi, chdn may ram mau nau, mai téc den tuyén. Co dang hut
thudc qua mot chiéc tdu dai. Cac méng tay ctia ¢d6 son mau dé sam, dugc
cat stra gon gang. Co6 deo mot mot vién ngoc luc bao 16n ga trén nén bach
kim. C6 sv diéu dang ca trong anh mat lan giong néi cua co.

“ Elle est jolie et chic. ” Poirot khé néi. “V¢ chong u?”
Bouc gat dau.

“Dan st quan, ngwdi Hungary, toi doan thé,” ong néi. “Mot cap rat dep
doi.”

Chi con lai hai thye khach khac: nguoi ban dwong MacQueen cua Poirot va
ong cha Ratchett cia anh ta. Lao ngo6i doi mat v6i Poirot. Va lan thi hai
Poirot lai nghién citu khuén mat thiéu thién cdm ay, ghi nhan vé nhan tir gia
hiéu tir d6i mat nau ti hi va tan ac.

Bouc nhan ra sy thay doi trong biéu hién ctia ban minh.

“Lai quan sat con thu hoang cta ong nita a?” 6ng hoi.
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Poirot gat dau.
Khi ca-phé cua Poirot dugc bung dén, Bouc ditng day. Khai sy
truedce Poirot nén ong ciling xong tredc duge mot lac.

“T6i vé khoang day,” ong ndi. “Nhé ghé qua cho t6i, ta tan gau véi nhau
nhé.”

“Rat han hanh.”
Poirot nham nhap ca-phé r6i goi mot ly rwgu mui. Ngwoi phuc
vu dang di lan lwot cac ban mang theo hop dyng tién ctia anh dé

nhan thanh toan bang tién mat. Giong ctia ba ngwdi My 16n tudi chot dang
cao, day oan than.

4

“Con gdi t6i noéi: ‘... 1dy mot tap phiéu an va sé khong c6 rac réi nao...
khong c6 rac réi nao cd.” Bay gio thi khong nhw thé nita. C6 vé nhw ho nhat
dinh phai c6 cai khoan hoa hong mwdi phan tram, va sau d6 mdi c6 cai chai
nuwdc suodi do... ca cai thi nudce la

lung ay nita. Ho chang biét dau cua tai nheo gi ca. Diéu nay t6i thdy mdi la
lung.”

“Vi ho phai... néi thé nao nhi... cung cdp nwéc cia qué nha,”
nguoi phu nit c6 khudn mat ctru gidi thich.

“Thé nén toi mdbi thay la lung.” Ba kia c6 vé phat y khi thdy coc tién xu 1é
trén ban, tredc mat ba. “Coi cai thit ky cuc ho dwa cho toi kia. Dinar hay
dong gi d6. Trong c nhw mot dong rac. Con gai t6i ndi...”
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Mary Debenham day ghé ra sau va bé di sau khi khé nghiéng minh chao
hai phu nit kia. Pai t& Arbuthnot ciing ditng 1én theo chan c6. Gom lay
dong tién xu dang ghé tdm cua minh, ngwoi dan ba My cling buéc theo, noi
got la nguwoi phu nit mat ctru. Cap Hungary da roi di trude do. Toa an uéng
trd nén trong 16c, chi

con c6 Poirot, Ratchett va MacQueen.

Ratchett néi gi d6 véi nguwoi dong hanh ctia minh, anh nay ditng day va roi
toa. RoOi ban than lao cling ditng day, nhung thay vi di theo MacQueen, lao
bat ngo budéng minh xuéng chiéc ghé

doi dién vdi Poirot.
“Ong cho t6i mdi Iita nhd dwgc khong?” 1do dé nghi. Giong ldo
mém mong, hoi mang am mdi. “T6i tén la Ratchett.”

Poirot khé nghiéng minh, ong tho tay vao tti, mo dwgc mot hop diém va
trao no lai cho lao gia. Lao cam 1dy nhung khong danh Itra.

“T6i doan minh dang dugc han hanh tiép chuyén 6ng Hercule Poirot, ding
khong a?”

Poirot lai nghiéng minh.
“Ong da doan rat ding, thwa dng.”

Vién tham t¥ cdm thay d6i mat doc dia kia dang roi thang vao 6ng. Lao gia
lai 1én tiéng.

“O nudc t6i,” 140 noi, “ching toi thwong hay di thing vao van dé. Ong
Poirot, t6i mudn 6ng lam gitp t6i mot viéc.”

Poi chan may cua Hercule Poirot hoi nhuén lén.
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“Thwa ong, clientele ctia toi hién nay rat han ché. T6i chi nhan rat it vu
viéc.”

“Tai sao? That ra thi t6i hiéu. Nhung, ong Poirot a, lan nay ong sé cé rat
nhiéu tién.” Lao lap lai lan nita bang mdt giong mém mong va khan khoan.
“Rat nhiéu tién.”

Hercule Poirot im lang trong giay lat, r6i 6ng haéi:

“Ong mudn tdi gitp dng viéc gi, thwa 6ng... Ratchett?”

“Ong Poirot a, tdi 1a mot ngudi gidu cé... mot nguwdi rat giau cé.
Nhitng nguwoi nhu thé déu co6 ké thu. Téi cling c6 ké thu.”

“Chi mot ké thu thoi sao?”

“Ong hoi vay 1a y gi?” Ratchett sirng so héi.

“Thwa ong, theo kinh nghiém cua to6i thi khi mgt nguwoi ¢ vao

vi thé ma nhw 6ng néi 1a c6 ké thu, thi thwong 1a ho khéng chi c6 mot ké
thu duy nhat.”

Ratchett c6 vé diu xudng sau cau tra 10i cia Poirot. Lo néi nhanh:

“Vang, toi cling dong y quan diém d6. Mot hay nhiéu ké thu, khéng quan
trong. Quan trong la sy an toan cua toi.”

“An toan?”

“Mang song cua t6i dang bi de doa, thwa 6ng Poirot. Hién nay, t6i c6 kha
nang phong vé rat tot.” T thi do, ban tay ldo dé tho ra trong chdc 1at mot
khau sung ty dong nhd. Lao tiép tuc noi, giong qua quyét: “T6i cling khong
phai loai ngwoi dé bi ham hai trong khi ngi. Nhung t6i thdy van can phai
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lam sao dé nhan doi sy an tam. T6i cho rang 6ng la ngudi xing dang véi
nhitng dong tién cua t6i, thwa 6ng Poirot. Va nén nhd rang & day toi dang
néi dén rat nhiéu tién.”

Poirot tram ngam nhin 1do. Khuén mat 6ng hoan toan khéng biéu cam. Sé
chang ai tim dwgc ra manh moi nhitng suy nghi di qua bo 6c ong.

“T6i rat tiéc, thwa 6ng,” mot hoi 1au sau 6ng méi 1én tiéng. “T6i khong gitp
ong dugc.”

Ldo gia cay cu nhin Poirot.

“N6i s0 tién ma 6ng muon di,” 1do gang.

Poirot lac dau.

“Ong khong hiéu r6i, thira 6ng. T6i rdt may mén trong ngh@é
nghiép ctia minh. T6i kiém ra da tién dé dap ng ca nhitng nhu

cau lan thi vui déng danh ctia minh. Hién gig t6i chi nhan nhitng vu viéc
nao toi quan tam ma thoi.”

“Ong gan 1i that ddy,” Ratchett thét 1én. “Hai muwoi ngan do-la thi lidu c6
hdp dan dugc 6ng khong?”

“Chac la khong.”

“Néu 6ng muon nhiéu hon thé thi dirng c6 mo. T6i biét gia tri
cua moi thit chd.”

“Toi cling thé, 6ng Ratchett a...”

“Pé nghi cua t6i co6 gi 1a khong 6n?”
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Poirot dirng day.

“Néu ong bo 16i cho 10i n6i thanh that cua t6i thi xin thwa véi 6ng rang: t6i
khong wa bo mdt ctia ong, thwa ong Ratchett.”

No6i doan, 6ng roi khéi toa an uong.

CHUONG 4
Tiéng thét trong dém

Tau Toc hanh Phwong DBong Simplon dén Belgrade vao ltc chin gio kém
muoi lam phut t6i. N6 sé khong khéi hanh lai trede 9g15, do do Poirot di
xuong san ga. Nhung 6ng khong ditng do 1au. Troi lanh bu6t va mac du san
ga c6 mai che, bén ngoai tuyét van dang roi niang hat. Ong tré vé khoang
cta minh. Phu trach toa, lic d6 dang ditng & san ga giam chan, mua tay dé
gilr am, ndi vGi ong:

“Thua ong, va-li ctia 6ng da dugc chuyén dén khoang 1, khoang cta ong
Bouc déy a.”
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“Nhung néu vay thi 6ng Bouc chuyén di dau?”
“Thua, 0ng dy da chuyén sang toa tau tir Athens vira méi dugc tha lai.”
Poirot bén di tim 6ng ban. Bouc gat ngang cac phan doi ctia 6ng.

“Cé gi dau. C6 gi dau. Nhv vay sé tién hon. Ong di sudt dén Anh nén t6t
hon ca la 6ng nén & toa su6t dén Calais. Phan t6i thi

¢ day la tot 1am ro6i. Yén tinh hon nhé. Toa nay hau nhuw trong 16c, chi c6
moi t6i va mét 6ng bac si nho bé nguwdi Hy Lap. Ma nay, 6ng ban, dém nay
kinh khing that nhi! Nghe néi nhiéu nam nay mé&i cé6 mot tran tuyét 16n c&
dé. Hy vong ta khong bi

ket lai. Toi khong thich vay chut nao.”

Tau roi ga dang phéc vao luc 9g15. Trude do khong lau, Poirot ding day,
chic ban minh ngt ngon r6i theo hanh lang di vé toa cia minh phia doi
dién, ngay canh toa an udng.

Vao ngay thtr hai cua cudc hanh trinh, nhitng rao can da dugc do bo. Pai ta
Arbuthnot dang dung & ctva khoang ctia minh chuyén tro véi MacQueen.

Thdy Poirot, MacQueen bo d& cau chuyén dang noéi. Trong anh c6 vé rat
ngac nhién.

“Sao thé?” anh thét 1én. “Tdi twéng dng di 16i ché. Ong néi 1a 6ng xudng
tau @ Belgrade ma.”

“Ong hiéu 1am t5i roi,” Poirot mim cuwdi, néi. “T6i nhd ra roi, ta dang néi
dd chuyén nay lic tau xuat phat tr Stamboul.”

“Nhung con hanh 1y ctia 6ng... N6 dau mat ca r6i?”

“N6 dugc chuyén sang khoang khac, chi thé thoi.”
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“T6i hiéu roi.”

Anh ta n6i lai cau chuyén véi Arbuthnot va Poirot theo hanh lang di 1én
tiép.

Céach khoang ctia 6ng hai canh ctra, ngwoi phu nit My 16n tudi, ba Hubbard,
dang ding néi chuyén vGi ba mat ctru, von la ngwoi Thuy Dién. Ba
Hubbard dang dui mot to tap chi vao tay co kia.

“Em cttr cam ldy di ma,” ba néi. “Chi c6 hang dong thi dé doc.
Chua 0i, troi lanh khiép that!” Ba gat dau than thién chao Poirot.
“Chi tot qua,” ba Thuy Dién noi.

“T6t gi dau. Chi mong em ngu ngon, sang mai sé d¢ dau dau hon.”
“Chi tai lanh thoi ma. Em ty pha cho minh mot tach tra day.”

“Em uong aspirin chwa? Chi c6 ca dong day ne. Tot, vay thi ngi ngon nhe
cung.”

Ba quay sang Poirot vé muon bat chuyén khi ma nguwdi phu niv
kia da di khoi.

“Toi nghiép qua, co ta la ngwdi Thuy Dién. Theo nhu to6i hiéu thi 6 ta dai
khai la lam viéc truyén gido hay gido vién gi d6. Mot c6 em rat tot, nhung
khong néi tiéng Anh duge nhiéu lam. C6 dy quan tam rat nhiéu dén tat ca
nhitng gi toi ké vé con gai t6i.”

Gio thi Poirot da biét tat tat vé co con gai cia ba Hubbard. Bat ct ai biét
tiéng Anh trén tau ciing déu biét! C6 nay va chong cta co lam viéc trong
mot treong dai hoc My & Smyrna, day la cudoc hanh trinh dau tién cta ba
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Hubbard dén phwong Bong, va ba nghi nhw thé nao vé ngudi Tho, vé tinh
cau tha cda ho va diéu kién duong sa cua ho.

Céanh ctra ké bén ho dot ngét mé ra va mot nam phuc vu cao gay budc ra
ngoai. Poirot thodng thay Ratchett dang ngoi trén giwong. Lao ciing thay
Poirot. Khu6n mat 130 sa sam va danh lai.

R6i canh ctta dugc khép lai.
Ba Hubbard khéu Poirot ra xa xa.

“Ong biét khong, t6i thdy s cai ngudi dan 6ng d6. O, khong phai 1a 6ng
ngwoi hau dau - ngudi kia co - 6ng cha ay. Chinh 1a 6ng chu, ding vay! Co
gi d6 khong 6n & ngwoi dan ong nay. Con géi toi ludn bao rang t6i cé linh
tinh. N6 néi: ‘Me ma da nghi gi thi 1a y chang nhw vay.” N6 n6i nhu thé
day. T6i c6 linh tinh vé

cai ga dan ong nay. Han & ngay sat t6i nén t6i khong thich chat nao ca. T6i
qua, t6i phai lén chat canh ctra thong hai khoang. T6i tin la t6i da nghe thay
hén tht xoay tay ndm ctta. Ong biét khong, toi sé khong ngac nhién néu gi
nay la mot tén sat nhan... loai trom cwdp trén tau ma ta van thuwong doc
trén bao d6. Nghe c6 vé dién ro, nhung t6i dam néi nhw vay do. T6i so cai
ga do chét khiép! Con géi t6i n6i cudc hanh trinh cta toi sé

thuan 1gi, nhung chang hiéu sao t6i lai thay khong vui. Nghe c6 vé dién 1o,
nhung t6i cdm thay sap c6 chuyén gi dé. Bat c

chuyén gi. Va to6i nghi khong hiéu sao cai anh chang tré tu6i tot tinh ay lai
chiu lam thv ky cho ga do.”

Pai td Arbuthnot va MacQueen dang theo hanh lang tién vé

phia ho.
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“Vé khoang cta t6i di,” MacQueen dang ndi. “Bay gio ciing chwa phai tré
1dm. V& chinh sach ctia cac 6ng ¢ An Do t6i muén goép ¥ nhu sau...”

Hai ngudi bang qua, theo hanh lang di vé khoang ciia MacQueen.
Ba Hubbard chic Poirot ngon giac.

“Chac toi Ién giwong ngay, doc sach chut dinh,” ba néi. “Chic 6ng ngu
ngon.”

“Chuc ba ngu ngon, thwa ba.”
Poirot vao khoang cua 6ng, ngay ké bén khoang lao Ratchett.

Ong thay do 10i leo 1én giwong, doc linh tinh trong ntra gid roi sau do tit
den.

Ong thitc day bon gid sau do, thitc ddy mot cach dot ngot. Ong biét didu gi
da danh thitc 6ng: mat tiéng rén 16n, gan nhw mot tiéng thét, tir mot noi nao
dé rat gan. Cung lic d6, mot tiéng chuong lanh 16t vang 1én.

Poirot ngdi day, bat dén. Ong nhan ra doan tau dang ditng lai, hinh nhw 1a &
mot nha ga.

Tiéng thét lam 6ng hoi hoang, 6ng swc nhé dén lao Ratchett &

khoang ngay sat bén. Ong ra khéi giwdng, md hé cira, vira ding lic phu
trach toa dang hap tap dén go ctra khoang lao Ratchett.

Poirot dé hé ctra theo ddi. Phu trach toa go ctra lan hai. Cé tiéng chudng
vang lén va anh sang bat 1én & mot canh ctra khac & xa hon. Phu trach toa
quay dau nhin.

Cung lic do, mot giong no6i vong ra tir khoang ké bén:
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“ Ce n’est rien. Je me suis trompé. ”

“Bien, Monsieur. ” Phu trach toa lai hap tap lui ra, dén g6 ctta noi vira c6
anh sang den.

Poirot trd lai giwvdng. Ong tit dén, long cam thdy nhe nhdm.

Liéc nhin dong ho truedc dé, 6ng nhan thiy lic nay da la mot gio

kém hai mwoi ba phut.

CHUGONG 5
Toi ac

Poirot tran troc khong sao ngua ngay dwgce. Mt trong nhitng ly do la 6ng da
quen vd&i si chuyén dong ctia con tau. Néu bén ngoai la nha ga thi han no
phai yén tinh dén ky la. That la twong phan hoan toan véi tiéng 6n hon
thuwong 18 cia con tau. Ong nghe dugc ca tiéng ldo Ratchett di chuyén &
khoang bén canh: tiéng

https://thuviensach.vn



“tach” khi ong ta xa bon rita mat, tiéng voi nwdc chay, roi mot tiéng “tach”
nita khi bon rira mat duwgc choét lai. Co tiéng bwdc chan ngoai hanh lang,
tiéng 16t xét cia mot ngwoi di dép ngu.

Hercule Poirot thao thitc nhin 1én tran. Tai sao san ga ngoai kia lai im ang
thé? C6 hong ong khd ran. Ong da quén 1dy mot chai nwéc sudi. Ong lai
nhin dong h6. Mé6i chi qua mot gio kém mudi lam. Tai sao khong goi phu
trach toa mang nwdc sudi dén nhi? Ngon tay ong vGi 1én nit bdm chudng,
nhuwng 6ng nging lai vi trong sy im ang, 6ng nghe co tiéng reng, 6ng ay
khong thé

cung lic phuc vu cho nhiéu nguoi.

Reng... Reng... Reng...

Tiéng chudng vang 1én nita, roi nita. Ong 4y dau roi nhi? C6 ai
d6 da mat kién nhan.

Reng reng...

Ai d6 han dang vin chdt ngén tay 1én nut chuéng.

Dot nhién, cé tiéng chan hoi ha di vé phia canh cita khong xa khoang ctia
Poirot.

RO6i c6 nhitng giong ndi cat 1én: Giong cung kinh, biét 16i cia phu trach toa
va mot giong nit nang ndc, lién thoadng.

Ba Hubbard.
Poirot bat giac mim cuoi.
Cudc dau khau - néu nhw c6 thé goi la nhu thé - dién ra mat mot lic. Ti 1€

la chin mwoi phan tram 10i 1€ ctia ba Hubbard va mudi phan tram 16i 1€ cia
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phu trach toa. Cudi cung thi van dé cé

vé nhw da dugc gidi quyét. Poirot nghe r6 mon mét: “Bonne nuit,
Madame,” va tiéng khép ctra.

Ong nhan ngén tay vao niit chudng.

Phu trach toa c6 mit ngay tic thi. Ong ta c6 vé biic xtic va lo ling.

“ De ’eau mineral, s’il vous plait. ”

“Bien, Monsieur. ” C6 1é mot tia mat nhap nhay ctua Poirot da khuyén khich
ong ta xa bau tam su.

“ La Dame Americaine...”

“Sao a?”

Phu trach toa dwa tay quét tran.

“Ong hinh dung coi t6i phai nhan nhin thé nao véi cai ba ay!
Ba ay ct nang ndc qua quyét rang c6 mét nguwdi dan 6ng trong

khoang ctda ba dy! Thir hinh dung coi, thwa 6ng. Trong mot khong gian chi
c6 chitng nay.” Ong dang tay ra dé mé ta. “Thu

héi cai ngudi dan 6ng d6 chui vao dau? T6i tranh luan véi ba ay, chitng
minh diéu dé la khong thé dugc. Ba ay van mot hai noi rang khi ba dy tinh
day thi ngudi dan 6ng dang & dé. Toi hoi vay thi bang cach nao 6ng ta di
khoi ma canh ctra van chot tir bén trong? Nhung ba ta khong nghe ly 1é gi
ca. Ctt nhv la khong du

chuyén dé lo lang vay. Tran tuyét nay...”
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“Tuyét u?”
“T4t nhién roi, thwa 6ng. Ong khong nhan ra sao? Tau di phai ding lai.

Chuing ta dang d6i mat v6i mot tran bao tuyét. Cé troi méi biét nd con kéo

dai bao lau. T6i nhé c6 lan n6 kéo dai dén nhitng bay ngay.”
“Ta dang ¢ dau vay?”

“Gitra Vincovci va Brod.”

“Phién that,” Poirot birc boi noi.

Phu trach toa quay di r6i trd lai vGi chai nuéc.

“ Bonsoir, Monsieur. ”

Poirot uéng mot ly nudc roi c6 ru minh vao giac ngu.

Ong vira chgp mét thi lai bi danh thitc ddy. Lan nay, 6ng c6 cam gidc mot
vat nang vira va manh vao ctra.

Ong bat day, mé& ctra nhin ra ngoai. Khong c6 gi ca. Nhung cidch mot quing
doc hanh lang phia bén phai c6 mot phu ni¥

trong bd kimono mau dé tuoi dang rdi xa 6ng. O dau bén kia, phu trach toa
dang ghi chu gi dé trén mot tdm gidy 16n. Moi thi

lang nhu to.
“Chac 1a minh bi cang thang,” Poirot tw nhu r6i tré lai givong.
Lan nay 6ng danh mét gidc cho dén sang.

Khi 6ng thitc day, tau van dang ditng. Ong vén rém, ngé ra ngoai. Nhitng
dong tuyét 16n dang bao pht quanh con tau.
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Ong liéc dong ho, thay ltic nay da 1a hon chin gio.

Pén muwoi gio kém mudi lam, chin chu va banh bao, 6ng bwdc vao toa an
udng, noi 6ng chirng kién cd mot dan hgp xuwéng nhirng 16i than oan.

Moi hang rao gitra hanh khach gic day da bi pha bo rao troi.
Van rui chung da khién tat cd moi nguwdi doan két lai véi nhau.
Ba Hubbard la ngudi ca cam tham thiét nhat.

“Con gai toi bao rang tuyén duong nay dé di nhat thé gidi. Chi

can ngoi lén tau la c& thé dén Parrus. Gio thi cé khi ta bi ket lai day hét
ngay nay sang ngay khac mat théi,” ba ta than van. “Ma dén ngay mot thi
tau cua t6i da dong buém roi. Lam cach nao t6i bat kip n6 day? Tham chi
con khong thé danh dién dé hay chuyén nita chit. Néi dén chuyén nay la t6i
muon phat khung 1én r6i.”

Anh chang ngudi Y néi anh ta ciing ¢6 chuyén lam dn khan cip ¢ Milan.
Ong ngudi My to con thi néi chuyén nay la: “Té qua, thwa ba.” rdi nhe
nhang bay t6 hy vong tau sé dén kip gio.

“Chi t06i va mdy dita chau dang doi t6i,” ba Thuy Dién sut stui néi. “Toi
khong bao dugc cho ho. Ho sé nghi gi day? Ho sé nght

toi gdp chuyén khong hay.”

“Chung ta sé ket ¢ day bao 1au?” Mary Debenham hoi. “Co6 ai biét khong
nhi?”

Giong c6 c6 vé bon chon, nhung Poirot nhan thdy khong hé c6 diu vét cua
noi lo s6t vo ma o ta da thé hién khi 1én tau t6c hanh Taurus.

Ba Hubbard lai lam toang lén.
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“Trén tau nay chang ai biét gi ca. Chang ai xan tay lam gi do.

Mot dam ngoai quoc v6 dung! Néu la & nha thi chi it sé c6 ngudi thit lam
diéu gi d6.”

Arbuthnot quay sang Poirot n6i bang mot thit tiéng Phap kiéu Anh rat trang
trong.
“Vous étes un directeur de la ligne, je crois, Monsieur. Vous

pouvez nous dire...”

Poirot mim cwoi dinh chinh lai.

“Khong, khong,” 6ng néi bang tiéng Anh. “Khong phai 1a toi.
Ong nham tdi v&i 6ng ban Bouc cua tdi 16i.”

“O! t6i xin 16i.”

“Khong c6 chi. Ciing dé hiéu thoéi ma. Hién t6i dang & trong khoang trudc
day thudc vé ong ay.”

Bouc khong c6 mat trong khoang an udng. Poirot dé y xem con ai khac
vang mat khong.

Cong chua Dragomiroff khong c6 mat. Cdp Hungary ciing vay.

Ca Ratchett va 6ng ngudi hau cta lao nita. R6i cad ba nguwdi hau Pric.
Ba Thuy Dién quét nwdc mat.

“Toi that la khung dién,” ba ta ndi, “ct khoc nhu con nit thoi.

Du c¢6 chuyén gi chang nita thi cudi cung ciing sé qua thoi ma.”
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Tuy nhién, sy lac quan téu nay chang dwgc may ai chia sé.

“Néi vay chit khéng don gian,” MacQueen bon chon noi.

“Chung ta c6 thé ket ¢ day nhiéu ngay.”

“Ma ¢ day la x¢ nao vay?” ba Hubbard héi nhw muén khéc.

Khi nghe trd 10i la & Nam Tw, ba ndi:

“O! mot xi¥ & miét Balkan 4y a? Khong thé tin noi!”

“Co la ngwoi duy nhat binh tinh, thwa ¢6,” Poirot néi véi c6 Debenham.
Co ta khé nhun vai.

“Lam sao khac dugc?”

“Co qua la mot triét gia.”

“biéu nay doi héi mat thai do khach quan. T6i nghi thai do

cta t6i c6 phan vi ky. Toi da hoc dugc cach khong biéu 10 cam xtc.”

Co ta thdm chi chdng mang nhin dng. Anh mét c6 lwét qua 6ng, huwéng ra
ctra sO vé phia nhitng 16p tuyét déng thanh u.

“C0 c6 ca tinh manh mé ddy, thwa c6,” Poirot hién hoa néi.
“Theo t6i nghi cd la nguwdi c6 ca tinh manh nhat trong s6 ching ta & day.”

“0, khong dau. That ma! Téi biét c6 ngwdi ca tinh con manh hon t6i xa

4 »

lac.

“Vadé la...?”
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CO0 gai c6 vé nhu suc tinh, nhan ra rang c6 ta dang no6i chuyén

véi mot ngwdi xa la, mot nguwdi ndc ngoai ma cho dén tan sang nay, co ta
cling m@i chi trao doi chwa tGi vai cau.

Co bat cuwoi, mot kiéu cwoi lich thiép va gitt ké.

“Puogc théi... Cai ba 16n tudi ay chang han. Chac 6ng cling c6 dé y dén ba
ay. Mot ba 1ao rat xdu, nhung kha 1a cuon hit. Ba ta chi can nhac mot ngén
tay 1én va yéu cau diéu gi dé6 bang mot giong lich sy thi cd doan tau sé lan
banh ngay.”

“NO cling sé lan banh nho ban toi, 6ng Bouc,” Poirot dap 10i.

“Nhuwng dé la vi ong ta la gidam doc tuyén, chit chang phai vi ong ta c6 ca
tinh gi ghé gom.”

Mary Debenham mim cuoi.

Budi sang tr6i qua. Nhiéu nguwoi, gom ca Poirot, van tru lai trong toa an
uong. Lic nay, moi nguwdi da tré nén chan hoa dé

thoi gian tréi qua dé chiu hon. Poirot nghe dwgc thém mot dong chuyén vé
con gai ba Hubbard va nhitng thdéi quen trong ca cudc doi ctia ong
Hubbard, nay da quy tién. Tt budi sang 6ng ta thitc day, bat dau bita diém
tam bang mon ngli céc, cho dén budi t6i ong ta di nam, xé chan vao mot
trong nhitng d6i vé ma ba Hubbard van thwong dan cho chong.

Vao liac 6ng dang nghe cau chuyén ram r6i vé muc tiéu truyén gido cua ba
Thuy Pién thi mot nguwdi phu trach toa budc vao, dén ngay sat Poirot.

“Pardon, Monsieur. ”

“Vang?”
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“Ong Bouc gi 15i hoi thim 6ng. Ong 4y néi sé rat mirng néu
ong ghé cho ong ay vai phat.”

Poirot ditng ddy, am w cdo 16i ba Thuy Dién réi theo ngudi phu
trach toa ra khéi toa an udng.

bay khong phai la nguwoi phu trach toa cta 6ng ma la mot nguwoi dan ong
béo tot.

Ong theo ngudi hwéng dan cia minh di hét hanh lang toa ctia 6ng roi sang
dén hanh lang toa ké tiép. Phu trach toa go ctra r6i ding tranh sang bén dé
Poirot bugc vao.

bay khong phadi la khoang cua Bouc. P6 la mot khoang hang hai, dugc
chon co 1€ vi n6 hoi 16n hon thong thuong mot chut.

Thé ma Poirot van c6 mot cam giac chat choi.

Bouc dang ngdi trén chiéc ghé nhé & géc doi dién. O géc ké bén ctia s6, doi
dién vGi 6ng, la mot ngwoi dan ong nho nhan, da ngam ngam, dang ngoé ra
ngoai troi tuyét. Bing lu It nhw thé dé

ngan Poirot dén gan hon 1a mot ngwoi dan 6ng to béo trong bo

dong phuc xanh cta chef de train va ngudi phu trach toa ctia 6ng Bouc.

“A, ban tot ctia t6i!” Bouc reo 1én. “Vao day! To6i can 6ng giip viéc nay.”

Nguwoi dan 6ng bén cita s6 ngbi dich ra. Poirot lach qua hai ngudi kia roi
ngoi xuong, doi mat véi ban 6ng.

Biéu hién trén khuon mat Bouc khién 6ng rat thac mac. R6 rang la cé
chuyén gi bat thwong vira xdy ra.
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“Co chuyén gi vay?” Poirot hoi.

“Con khong nita. Pau tién la tran tuyét, roi dén vu dirng tau.
Va bay gio thi...”

Ong ditng lai. Mot tiéng thd don kim nén phat ra tit ngudi phu
trach toa.

“Va bay gio thi sao a?”

“Bdy gio thi m¢t hanh khdch da chét trén givong ngu cua ong dy... bi ddm
chét.”

Bouc néi bang mét giong am tham tuyét vong.
“Mot hanh khach? Hanh khach nao vay?”

“MOot nguoi My. Mot ngwoi dan ong tén la... teén la...” ong do tim trong
ban ghi chép & trudc mat, “Ratchett... ding roi...

Ratchett.”

“Pung vay, thua 6ng,” phu trach toa nudt nwdc bot.

Poirot nhin 6ng ta. Mdt 0ng ta trang béch.

“Cac 6ng nén moi 6ng ay ngoi, ong dy sap ngat dén noi roi day.”

Ong chef de train khé dich sang bén. Ong phu trach toa budng minh xuéng
ghé, hai tay bung lay mat.

“Hum!” Poirot thot 1én. “Chuyén nghiém trong day!”
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“Chac chan la nghiém trong. Bat dau la vu am sat, ban than né da 1a mot tai
hoa ghé gém nhat r6i. Nhung khong chi c6 thé, tinh hinh chung rét bat on.
Chung ta dang bi ket cttng. Co thé ta sé ket & day nhiéu gio... ma c6 khi la
nhiéu ngay nita khong chirng! Con mét tinh hinh nita: Khi qua hau hét cac
quoc gia ta déu c6 canh sat cia quoc gia do trén tau. Nhung & Nam Tuw thi
khong. Ong hiéu chi?”

“Mot tinh hinh rat kho khan,” Poirot noi.

“Con chua hét dau. Bac si Constantine... T6i quén chwa gidi thiéu cac
ong... Day la bac si Constantine, day la ong Poirot.”

Nguoi dan 6ng nhé nhan da ngam den nghiéng minh. Poirot cling dap lé.
“Bac si Constantine cho rang cai chét dién ra vao lic mot gio
sang.”

“Chuyén nay cting kho6 noi chinh xac,” 6ng bac si ndi, “nhung t6i c6 thé noi
chac chan rang cai chét da dién ra trong khoang tir

nita dém dén hai gio sang.”
“Ong Ratchett xuat hién Ian cu6i cling khi con séng 1a vao khi nao?”

“Hinh nhw 6ng dy con sdng lic mot gio kém hai mwoi. B0 1a Iic 6ng ay noéi
chuyén vai ong phu trach toa,” Bouc ndi.

“Rat dung,” Poirot tan thanh. “Ban than t6i cling nghe ho néi chuyén. D6 la
diéu cudi cung moi ngwoi biét vé ong ta?”

“Véng.”

Poirot quay sang 6ng béc si. Ong nay néi tiép:
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“Cira s6 khoang 6ng Ratchett m& toang. Diéu nay gay nghi van hung tha da
dao tau theo duwong do. Nhung theo y toi thi canh ctra s6 mé toang do chi la
s nguy tao. Néu c6 ai thoat ra duwong do thi chac chan phai dé lai dau vét
trén tuyét, nhwng chang hé

c6 dau vét nao ca.”
“An mang dugc phat hién khi nao?” Poirot hoi.
“Michel!”

Ong phu trach toa ngdi thing ddy. Khudn mat 6ng van tai nhot do chwa hét
hoang hot.

“Lam on noéi vGi quy ong day viéc gi da xdy ra,” Bouc ra lénh.
Phu trach toa néi cé phan hoi giat cuc.

“Nguoi hau cta ong Ratchett do, anh ta go ctta nhiéu lan sang hom nay.
Khéng cé ai trd 16i. Roi, ntta gio sau, phuc vu toa an uong dén. Anh ta
muon biét quy 6ng do cé dung déjeuner khong.

Lic do6 da 1a mwoi mot gio, cac ong hiéu cho.

“Toi 1dy khéa cia t6i m@ ctta cho anh ta. Nhung con vuéng sgi xich moc
lai tr bén trong. Khong c6 ai trd 10i, trong do6 rat im ang, va lanh nita...
lanh kinh khting. Canh ctra s6 thi mé@ va tuyét hat vao trong. T6i nghi chac
la quy 6ng do bat tinh. T6i moi

ong chef de train dén. Chiing t6i pha xich, xéng vao. Ong ta... Ah!

c’était terrible! ”

Ong lai 14y tay bung mit.
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“Ctra dugc chot va khoa tir bén trong,” Poirot ngam nghi noi.
“Khong phai la ty sat chi?”

Ong bac si Hy Lap pha lén cudi bén cot.

“MGt nguoi ty sat thi liéu cé tw ddm dwgc minh dén muoi. ..
muoi hai... mudi 1dm nhét dao dugc khong?” Ong ta héi vin lai.
Poirot trogn mat.

“Thé thi tan bao qua,” 6ng noi.

“D6 1a mot phu ni¥,” dng chef de train lic nay mdi 1én tiéng lan dau tién.
“Theo nhw hién treong thi dé 1a mot phu nit. Chi cé phu nit méi dam kiéu
de.”

Béac si Constantine nhan mdt suy tu.

“Nguoi phu nit nay han la rat khoe,” 6ng ta noi. “T6i khéng muodn noi vé
khia canh k¥ thudt, vi nhw vay chi lam rdi thém thoi, nhung t6i c6 thé dam

bao rang ma6t hay hai nhat dao da dwgc dam véi lyc rat manh, dén mikc
thung ca xwong va co.”

“MOt tdi ac ro rang la khong khoa hoc 1am,” Poirot noi.

“Rat khong khoa hoc,” bac si Constantine tan thanh. “Nhitng nhat dao dwoc
dam lung tung va ngau hirng. Mot s6 nhat chi

dam trwgt qua, hau nhw chang gay hai gi. C& nhw thé c6 ai d6 da dam btra
bai trong trang thai dién cuong.”

“_C’est une femme, ” 6ng_chef de train lap lai. “Phu nit la thé day.
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Khi néi khiing 18n thi ho rat khée.” Ong ta gat gt mot cach hiéu biét dén
mirc moi nguwdi déu nghi ban than 6ng han da tirng c6 mot kinh nghiém ca
nhan nao do.

“T6i cling c6 vai diéu kha di déng gép cho kho kién thitc ctia 6ng,” Poirot
néi. “Ong Ratchett c6 néi chuyén véi téi hdm qua.

Theo nhu to6i hiéu thi 6ng ta n6i tinh mang 6ng ta dang bi de doa.”

“_Bumped off... hinh nhv ngwoi My hay dung thanh ngi* nay thi phai,”
Bouc néi. “Vay thi d6 khong phai la mot phu nit. P6 la mot ‘_gangster’ hay
mot ¢ gunman’”.

Ong chef de train c6 vé hoi phat y vi 1y thuyét ctia 6ng vira bi
gat phang.

“Néu la nhu thé thi c6 vé nhw vu nay da dugc ho tién hanh mot cach rat
nghiép du,” Poirot danh gia.

Giong diéu cia ong thé hién mdt sy phan bac rat chuyén nghiép.

“C6 mot nguwdi My to con & trén tau,” Bouc noi, ti€p tuc deo dudi gia
thuyét ctia minh, “mot ngudi trong binh thwong nhuwng an mac rat gom.
Hin nhai keo cao su... Trong gi¢i dang hoang khong ai lai nhw thé. Ong
biét t6i ndi vé ai roi chir?”

Ong phu trach toa - ngudi ma Bouc vira hoi - gat dau.

“_Qui, Monsieur, givong so0 16. Nhung khong thé 1a anh ta duoc.

Anh ta ra vao khoang thi to6i phai thay chir a.”

“Co thé ong khong thay. Co thé dng khong thay. Nhung ta sé
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s6m lam r6 chuyén nay. Cau hoi bay gio la ta phai lam gi day?”
Ong nhin Poirot.
Poirot nhin lai ong.

“Nao, 6ng ban,” Bouc néi. “Ong thira biét t6i dinh yéu cau ong diéu gi ma.
To6i biét nang lwc cia 6ng. Hay nhan diéu tra vu nay!

Khong, khong, xin 6ng ding tw chdi, 6ng thdy ddy, vu nay rat nghiém trong
do6i véi chiung toi. Toi n6i day la nhan danh Céng ty Quéc té Toa nam. Khi
canh sat Nam Tu dén, sé don gian biét mdy néu ching ta trinh cho ho 10i
giai dap! Néu khong thi sé co6 tri hoan, phién todi, va ca ti thi bat tién khac.
Ai biét dugc, cé khi con céd cd nhitng phién todi tram trong cho nhitng
nguoi vo toi nita dy chit. Thay vao do, 6ng gidi quyét bi an nay! Chung ta
sé no6i: ‘Mot an mang da dién ra, va day la tha pham!””

“Con gia st nhv toi khong tim ra dvgc?”

“Ah! Mon cher! ” Gigng Bouc tré nén cuc ky vo vé. “Toi biét danh tiéng
ctia 6ng ma. To6i biét vai diéu vé phuwong phéap cia 6ng. Day

la mot vu ly twdng cho 6ng. Tim hiéu lai lich cta tat cd nhitng nguwdi nay va
phat hién ra bona fides cia ho. Diéu dé doi hoi thoi gian va v6 s6 phién
phitc. Nhung chang phai 6ng van thuong ndi véi toi rang dé kham pha mat

VU 4n, nguwoi ta chi cAn ndm dai trén ghé va suy nghi d6 sao? Ong hiy lam
nhuv vay di. Hay tham van nhitng hanh khéach trén tau... Bung vay, t6i tin
ong! T6i biét 6ng khong phai 1a ngudi huénh hoang. Chi can nam dai suy
nghi. T6i van thuong nghe 6ng ndi chi can sit dung mat chut chat xam la
ong sé biét duoc tat!”

Ong nhoai ngudi t6i, nhin ban cta minh day ngudng mo.
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“Svy tin cay cta ong lam t6i cam dong qud, ong ban a,” Poirot xuc dong noi.
“Nhw 6ng noi, day khong thé la mot vu kho. Ban than toi tdi qua... ma thoi
dé noi chuyén nay sau. That ra thi vu

nay cting kich thich t6i. M&i cach day nita gio t6i con nghi minh phai chiu
duwng nhiéu tiéng dong hoé nham chan, ket citng & noi nay. Va gio thi t6i da
c6 mot vu sO sO ngay tredc mat.”

“Vay la 6ng dong y?” Bouc thong thiét héi.

“_C’est entendu! Ong dat vu nay vao tay toi roi ma.”

“T6t qua roi. Chung t6i xin hét sttc phung sy o6ng.”

“Pé bat dau, toi mudn c6 so do toa Istanbul-Calais v&i ghi cha day du ai &
khoang nao. T6i cling mudn dwgc xem hd chiéu va vé tau cia ho.”

“Michel sé lo vu nay.”

Nguoi phu trach toa 1ap tire roi khoang.

“Tren tau con co6 hanh khach nao khac khong?” Poirot hoi.
“Trén toa nay chi co bac si Constantine va toi. Trén toa tw

Bucharest c6 mot 6ng cu que chan. Phu trach toa biét rat rd 6ng nay. Ngoai
ra con cé nhitng toa thwong & phia sau, nhwng ta khoi phai quan tam dén
ching vi hom qua ching da dwgc khoda lai ngay sau bita chiéu. Truwéc toa
Istanbul-Calais chi cé toa an uéng ma thoi.”

“Thé thi c6 vé nhu ta phai tim kiém hung thu ngay trén toa Istanbul-Calais
r6i.” Poirot cham rai ndi réi quay sang ong bac si.

“P¢ la diéu ong goi y, dung khong a?”

https://thuviensach.vn



Ong bac si Hy Lap gat dau.

“Lic mudi hai gio rudi dém, chiing ta bi bao tuyét. Khong ai c6 thé roi tau
twr ldc do.”

Bouc tram trong noi:

“Hung thu dang lan khudt giita chung ta... ngay trén tau, lic nay...”

CHUONG 6

Mot phu niv?

“Trudc tién,” Poirot noi, “t6i mudn nghe doi 16i tr anh chang MacQueen.
Co thé anh ta sé cung cdp cho ching ta vai thong tin quan trong.”

“Han nhién ro6i,” Bouc tan thanh.
Ong quay sang chef de train.

“Moi ong MacQueen dén day.”
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Ong chef de train lién roi toa.
Phu trach toa tré lai véi mot mé ho chiéu va vé tau. Bouc tiép nhan ching.

“Cam on ong, Michel. Gid thi t6t nhat la 6ng hay trd lai lam viéc nhw binh
thuwong. Ching t6i sé chinh thitc 1ay 10i khai cia 6ng sau.”

“Rat tot a, thrra 6ng.”
DPén phién Michel rdi toa.

“Sau khi gap anh chang MacQueen nay,” Poirot noi, “co 1é ong bac si sé
cung toi dén khoang ctia nguwdi chét.”

“Han nhién r6i.”

“Sau khi ta xong viéc ¢ do...”

Nhung ngay luc do, chef de train tra lai véi Hector MacQueen.
Bouc dirng day.

“O day hoi chat,” 6ng hai long néi. “Hay ngdi chd tdi, 6ng MacQueen. Nhu
vay ong Poirot sé ngoi doi dién ong...”

Ong quay sang chef de train.
“Hay moi tat cd moi ngudi roi khoi toa dn uéng,” 6ng noi, “dé

toa trong cho 6ng Poirot sit dung. Mon cher, 6ng sé tién hanh phéng van tai
de.”

“Theé thi tién qua,” Poirot dong y.

MacQueen ditng d6 nhin hét ngwdi nay sang ngwdi khac, cé vé
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nhw khong theo kip nhitng trao doi qua lai rat nhanh bang tiéng Phap.
“ Qu’est ce qu’il y a? ” MacQueen chat vat phat am.

“ Pourquoi...?”

Bang c chi hoat bat, Poirot ra hiéu ma&i anh ngoi vao goéc. Anh ngoi xudng
roi ti€p tuc néu thac mac.

“Pourquoi...? ” Anh dirng lai r6i chuyén sang ngén ngit ctia minh. “Trén
tau co6 chuyén gi chang? Chuyén gi xay ra vay?”

Anh hét nhin nguwdi nay sang nguoi khac.
Poirot gat dau.

“Chinh thé. C6 chuyén di xay ra. Ong chuan bi d& dén nhan mét ci séc
nhé. Chu cua 6ng, ong Ratchett, da chét!”

MacQueen phat ra mot tiéng huyt sdo. Ngoai trir d6i mat chot
birng sang, anh khong cé biéu hién gi 1a bi s6¢ hay dau buon.

“Thé 1a cudi cung chung cling tom dwoc 1do,” anh thira nhan.

“MacQueen, 0ng noi vay la y gi?”

MacQueen lwdng .

“Cd sao ong nghi ong Ratchett bi am sat?” Poirot hoi.

“Khong phai sao?” Lan ndy dén phién MacQueen t6 ra ngac nhién. “A
vang, toi chi doan nhu thé théi ma. Hoa ra ong ay chét trong khi ngt sao?
Sao lai thé dugc nhi. Ong 4y khée nhu... khée nhuw...”

Anh dirng lai, c6 tim mot hinh anh vi von.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Khong, khong,” Poirot néi. “Ong da doan rat diing, 6ng Ratchett bi 4&m sét.
Bi dam chét. Nhung t6i rat muon biét vi sao 6ng doan chac rang 6ng ay bi
giét chét chi khong chi don gian la chét.”

MacQueen lai luvong lv.
“T6i can phai biét r6 cai da,” anh n6i. “That ra cac ong la ai?
Cac 6ng tir dau dén?”

“Toi dai dién cho Cong ty Quoc té Toa nam,” Poirot dirng lai r6i bo sung.
“Toi la tham tw. Ten toi la Hercule Poirot.”

Néu cho dgi mot hiéu ng nao do thi Poirot da uéng cong.
MacQueen chi don gidn n6i: “Ra thé.” r6i chd 6ng noi tiép.
“Ong biét tén ti chii?”

“A, nghe ciing quen quen... nhung toi c¥ nghi d6 1a tén mot ngwoi thg may
y phuc nit.”

Hercule Poirot nhin anh, vé phat y.

“Khong thé tin néi!” Ong cau nhau.

“Cai gi khong thé tin noi a?”

“Bo di. Ta hay ban vao chuyén. MacQueen, xin ong ké lai tat ca

nhitng gi 6ng biét vé nguoi chét. Ong c6 ho hang gi véi 6ng ta khong?”
“Khong, t0i 1a... toi tirng la... thw ky cua 6ng ta.”

“Ong lam viéc nay bao lau r6i?”
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“Chi hon mot nam thoi.”
“Lam on cho chung t6i moi thong tin ma ong co6.”

“Puoc thoi, toi gap 6ng Ratchett chi m&i hon mot nam trudc, hoi téi con &
bén Ba Tu...”

Poirot ngat ngang.
“Ong lam gi & d6?”

“T6i tt New York dén dé xem xét mot vu nhugng quyén khai thac dau.
Chac cac 6ng khong thich nghe may vu nay dau. T6i va dam ban bi ltra mot
v6 thé tham trong vu nay. Ong Ratchett &

ciing khach san véi bon t6i. Ong dy vira cw nhau véi thw ky nén dé nghi toi
lam thay. T6i chiu lién. T6i dang ranh roi nén rat mirng vi ty nhién cé dugc
viéc lam lwong hau ti trén troi roi xuong.”

“Va ké tr d6?”

“Tir d6 chiing t6i di du lich su6t. Ong Ratchett mu6n di khip thé gidi. Ong
ta bi ket la khong biét ngoai ngit nao. Cong viéc cua t6i giong nhw nguoi
hwéng dan du lich hon 1a thw ky. Cudc song qua la rat dé chiu.”

“Gio hay noi tat ca nhitng gi 6ng biét vé chu cta ong di.”

Chang trai tré nhan vai. Mot vé lung tung ting thoang qua khudon madt anh.
“Chuyén nay khong dé.”

“Tén ho day du cta cha ong la gi?”

“Samuel Edward Ratchett.”

“Ong ay 1a cong dan M§?”
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“Pung vay.”

“Ong ay dén tir bang ndo ctia M§?”

“Toi khong biét.”

“Thoéi dugc, hdy no6i nhitng gi 6ng biét di.”

“Ong Poirot 3, sy that 1a t6i ching biét gi sat! Ong Ratchett ching bao gid
ké vé minh, hodc vé cudc song cia ong ta ¢ bén My.”

“Theo 6ng, tai sao lai nhw thé?”

“T6i khong biét. Toi doan la ong ta khong ti hao 1am vé thud

ban dau ctia minh. Cé mét s6 nguwdi nhw thé.”

“Ong c6 phat y vi su kin k& nay khong?”

“Thyc s ma noi la khong.”

“Ong ay c6 ba con ho hang gi khong?”

“Ong ta khong ké.”

Poirot c6 kéo nai:

“Ong phai c6 suy doan nao do chtt, 5ng MacQueen.”

“Thoi dugc, qua la toi c6 suy doan. Ly do la toi khong tin

Ratchett la tén that cua ong ta. Toi nghi 6ng ta roi nwéc My chac chan la dé
thoat khoi ai d6 hay thi gi d6. Méi cach day vai tuan téi con nghi 6ng ta da
thanh cong.”

“Varoi?”
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“Ro6i 0ng ta nhan duwgc nhitng 14 thw... nhitng 14 thw de doa.”
“Ong c6 thdy chiing khong?”

“Co6 chi. Cong viéc cuta to6i la nhan the tir cho 6ng ta ma. La thw dau tién
dén vao khodng hai tuan tredc day.”

“Nhirng 14 thw ay da bi huy?”
“Khong, t6i nghi la t6i con giit vai 14 trong tap ho so cta toi.

Toi biét c6 mot 1a da lam cho Ratchett noi con thinh ng. Téi mang dén cho
cac ong xem nhé?”

“Thé thi tot qua.”

MacQueen r0i khoang. Anh trd lai vai phit sau do va dat xudng trudc
Poirot hai to gidy trong kha nhau nat.

La thu dau tién viét:
“May twdng may qua mdt bon tao roi trén thodt dugc sao?

Khéng dé dang nhu vdy ddu. Bon tao da lén duong SAN may, Ratchett, va
bon tao sé TOM dugc may théi!”

Khong c6 chit ky bén dudi.
Nhuwén cao cdp chan may, khong binh luan gi, Poirot nhdt 1én 1a thw thu hai.

“Bon tao sdp tong tién may dady, Ratchett. Khéng bao ldu nita dau. Bon tao
sé TOM duoc may, hiéu chua?”

Poirot dat 14 thw xuong.

“L6i viét rat don diéu!” Ong nhan xét. “Chif viét thi dang chd ¥ hon.”
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MacQueen nhin ong.

“Ong chic khong nhan ra,” Poirot hai 1ong néi.“Piéu dé doi héi con maét
cia mOt ngwdi quen véi nhitng viéc nhu thé. La thw nay khong phai do mot
nguoi viét, 6ng MacQueen a. Co it nhat 1a hai ngwdi da viét nd, luan phién
nhau moéi nguwdi viét mot chir. Ngoai ra thw dwgc viét bang chir in, khién
cho viéc nhan dang chit viét tré nén kh6 khan hon nhiéu.”

Ong ditng lai mot lic rdi néi tiép:
“Ong c6 biét 6ng Ratchett di xin t6i giip d& khong?”
“Xin 6ng &y 42"

Giong strng sot cia MacQueen du dé Poirot biét chac anh chang nay chang
hay biét gi chuyén dé. Ong gat dau.

“Phai. Ong ta rat hoang hét. Hay cho tdi biét 6ng dy da biéu hién thé nao
khi doc 14 thw dau?”

MacQueen ludng .

“Khé néi qua. Ong ta... 6ng ta... cudi khinh man theo cai kidu diém tinh
riéng cia ong ta,” chang thw ky hoi khé run. “T6i cdm thdy c6 rat nhiéu thi
tiém an phia sau sy diém tinh nay.”

Poirot gat dau. R6i ong tung ra mot cau hoéi bat ngo.
“MacQueen, xin 6ng thanh that cho t6i biét 6ng cam nghi gi vé
chi cta 6ng? Ong cé wa 6ng ta khong?”

Hector MacQueen im lang mot ldac trwdce khi tra 1oi.

“Khong,” cubi cung anh noi. “Toi khong wa ong ta.”
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“Tal sa0?”

“T6i khong thé ndi chinh xac. Cung cach 6ng ta thi rat dé

chiu.” Anh ngirng mét ldc ro6i noi tiép. “Toi sé noéi that véi ong, 6ng Poirot
a. Toi khong wa va khong tin twdng ong ta. Toi dam noi ong ta la mot nguoi

doc 4c va nguy hiém. Tuy vay, phéi thi nhan rang t6i khong c6 ly do nao dé
bién minh cho y kién nay.”

“Cam on 6ng, MacQueen. Mot cau hoi nita: 6ng thay ong Ratchett lan cu6i
cung khi 6ng ay con séng vao lic nao?”

“T6i qua, vao khodng...” anh suy nghi mot hoi, “khodng mudi gio, toi nghi
vay. Toi dén khoang cuia 6ng ta dé 14y ban ghi nhg.”

“Veé chu dé gi vay?”

“Vé mot s6 da lat va do gom c6 ma 6ng ta mua ¢ Ba Tw. Hang dwoc giao
khong ding véi nhitng thit 6ng dy mua. Vé chuyén nay da cé nhitng trao
doi thw tin kéo dai va phién toai.”

“Va do la lan cu6i cung 6ng thay ong Ratchett con song?”
“Vang, toi nghi vay.”

“Ong c6 biét 6ng Ratchett nhan 14 thu de doa cudi cung vao lic ndo
khong?”

“Vao budi sang lic ching to6i roi Constantinople.”

“Co6 mot cau nita téi can phdi héi 6ng, 6ng MacQueen: 6ng va chu cta 6ng
quan hé véi nhau cé t6t khong?”

Po6i mat MacQueen chgt sang 1én.
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“Chuyén nay néi ra t6i cling thdy ¢n xwong séng. Xin muwon theo twa cudn
sach ban chay ‘Khong cé gi dé n6i’: Quan hé giira toi va 6ng Ratchett rat
tot.”

“MacQueen, c6 1€ 6ng cho toi ghi lai tén ho day da va dia chi
cua ong tai My.”

MacQueen noi tén ho cua anh - Hector Willard MacQueen -
cung vaoi dia chi tai New York.

Poirot ngd ngwdi ra nhitng chiéc goi ¢ sau lung.

“Tam thoi chi c6 vay,” 6ng noi, “xin 6ng giit kin chuyén 6ng Ratchett chét
trong mot thoi gian ngan nita.”

“Nguoi hau cua 6ng dy, ong Masterman, can phai biét.”

“Co lé ong ta biét r6i,” Poirot lanh lung no6i. “Néu vay lam on bado 6ng ta
gitt mom gilt miéng nhé.”

“Chuyén nay thi dé thdi. Ong ta 1a ngudi Anh, va ludn hanh dong theo cai
ma Ong ta goi la ‘chuyén ai ndy biét’, ong ta luén danh gia thap ngudi My
va hoan toan khong cé y kién gi vé cac dan toc khac.”

“Cam on ong, MacQueen.”
Anh chang MY roi khoi toa.
“Thé nao?” Bouc héi. “Ong tin nhitng diéu anh chang d6 néi khong?”

“Anh ta c6 vé ngay that va thang than. Anh ta khéng v& vinh yéu quy 6ng
chi ctia minh, diéu ma anh ta c6 thé lam dé tranh bi lién luy. Ratchett
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khong ndi véi anh ta vé viéc 6ng ta nho toi gitp va bi tir chdi, nhung toi
khong nghi c6 diéu gi kha nghi &

day. Toi hinh dung 6ng Ratchett 1a kiéu ngwdi ludon gitt kin nhitng y dinh
cuaa minh cho dén khi nao con c6 thé.”

“Cho nén ong két luan it nhat da c6 mot nguwdi vo toi trong vu

an nay,” Bouc hén hé noi.

Poirot roi 1én ban minh mot anh mat trach c.

“Toi ay a, t6i nghi ngd tdt cd moi nguwdi cho dén phit cudi cung,” 6ng noi.
“Mac du vay, phai thra nhan rang t6i khong thay kha nang anh chang
MacQueen tinh tdo va linh 1gi nay c6 thé

mat ly tri va ddm nan nhan dén mwdi hai hay mwai bon nhat.

biéu dé khong phu hgp véi tam ly cta anh ta... tuyét doi khong.”

“Pung la khong,” Bouc tram tw. “Do6 la hanh dong ctia mét ké

phét rd do cudng han... tdi cho ring dé 1a mot tinh cach kiéu Y.

Néu khong thi, nhw 6ng ban chef de train cia chiing ta da goi y, do han la
mot phu nit.”
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CHUGONG 7

Thi thé

Cung bac si Constantine, Poirot di sang toa ké, dén khoang ctia nguoi bi sat
hai. Phu trach toa dung khoa riéng mé ctra cho ho

vao.
Hai nguoi budc vao trong. Poirot quay sang hoi nguoi di cung.
“Khoang nay c6 bi xdo tron gi khong?”

“Khong ai dung cham gi ca. T6i da than trong khong lam xé dich thi thé khi
kham nghiém.”

Poirot gat dau. Ong dwa mét nhin quanh.
Diéu dau tién tac dong 1én gidc quan la cai lanh ghé hon.

Ctra s6 dugc kéo xuong hét c va rém cira duge vén 1én.
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“Lanh qua,” Poirot nhan xét.

Ong béc si cudi tan thanh.

“To6i khong muodn dong cia s6,” 6ng noi.
Poirot quan sat ctta s6 mot cach k¥ cang.

“Ong c6 ly day,” 6ng két luan. “Khéng c6 ai rdi toa theo dudng nay. C6 thé
ctra s6 m@ la do c6 tinh goi y diéu do6, nhung néu la

vay thi tuyét da lam héng muc dich cta hung thu.”

Ong quan sat khung ctra s6 that k§ ludng. LAy tir tdi ra mot chiéc hop nhd,
ong théi mat it bot 1én khung cra.

“Hoan toan khong c6 dau tay,” 6ng noi. “Co nghia la n6 da dwgc lau sach.
Tot théi, néu nhu cé dau tay thi ching ciing chang néi lén duwogc diéu gi
dang ké. Ong Ratchett, ngudi hau cia 6ng ta hay 6ng phu trach toa déu c6
thé dé lai dau tay. Ngay nay, bon tdi pham thuwong khong mac nhitng so
suat kiéu nay.”

“Va néu vay thi,” 6ng phan khéi bo sung, “ching ta hoan toan c6 thé dong
ctra s0. Trong nay ding la mét cai kho wép lanh!”

Noi l1a lam ngay. Béng xong cita s, lan dau tién ong huéng sy
chu y sang co thé bat dong song soai trén givong ngu.
Ratchett nam ngtra. Chiéc do pyjama l6m dém nhitng vét 6
ctia ong ta da dugc cdi hét cic va 16n ngugce ra sau.

“Ong thdy dé, toi can phai xem nguyén nhan cac vét thuong,

ong bac si giai thich.
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Poirot gat dau. Ong cti xudng t& thi. Cudi cing, ong ditng thing day,
khuon mat thoang nhan nho.

“Khong dé nhin chit nao,” 6ng néi. “Ai dé han da ding day dam oOng ta
lién tuc. C6 bao nhiéu vét thwong ca thay?”

“To6i tim dwgc muoi hai vét. Mot, hai vét rat nhe, chi nhw
nhitng vét xuwdc. Mat khac, cé it nhat ba vét c6 thé gay tir vong.”

C6 gi d6 trong giong néi cta 6ng béc si khién Poirot chii y. Ong do xét nhin
ong ndy. Ong bac si Hy Lap dang tw I ditng nhin xuéng tt thi, vé béi réi.

“Ong thdy c6 gi la, diing khong?” 6ng tir ton hoi. “Ci¢ néi ra di, 6ng ban.
Co gi & day khién ong ling ting vay?”

“Ong noi ding d6,” ong bac si thira nhan.
“biéu gi vay?”
“Ong xem day, hai vét thwong... & day va & day,” 6ng bac si

dung tay chi, “chiing rat sdu. Moi vét déu co6 thé lam ling mach mau... thé
ma... miéng vét thwvong lai khong mé. Ching khong chdy mau nhu vét
thwong binh thuong.”

“Digu d6 goi ¥ gi?”

A e

“N6 goi y rang ngwoi dan ong nay da chét... chét mot thoi gian ngan... roi
md&i bi ddm nhitng vét nay. Nhung diéu nay vo ly qua.”

“Co vé la nhu vay,” Poirot tram tw n6i. “Tri phi hung tht cho rang han
chwa hoan tat cong viéc nén trd lai lam not cho chac cd; nhung diéu nay
hién nhién la v6 ly! Con gi nita khéng a?”
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“Con mot diéu nita.”
“Dé 1a?”
“Ong thdy vét thwong & day chit... dudi canh phai dy... gan by

vai bén phai. Hiy cAm cAy bt ndy cta téi. Ong c6 dam dwgc giéng nhu
vay khong?”

Poirot nhac tay Ién.
“Précisément. T6i hiéu r6i. V@i tay phdi thi cuc ky khé khan...

hau nhw khong thé. Bé dam vay thi phai dung tay trai. Nhung néu la dam
bang tay trdi thi...”

“Chinh xac ro6i do, ong Poirot, vét dam nay hau nhw chac chan
dwgc thwe hién bang tay trdi.”

“Vay la hung thu thuan tay trai? Khong, khong don gian nhw
vay, dung khong a?”

“Pung nhw 6ng n6i. Mot s6 vét thwong khac lai 16 rang 1a dwgc dam bang
tay phai.”

“Co6 hai nguoi. Ching ta lai tré vé véi ly thuyét hai nguwdi,” nha tham t thi
tham.

Roi 6ng dot ngdt hai:
“Peén c6 sang khong?”

“Pieu d6 rat khé néi. Ong biét day, mdi sang khoang mudi gic

https://thuviensach.vn



la phu trach toa tat hét den.”
“Cong tac den sé mach bdo chiing ta,” Poirot noi.

Ong quan sat cong tic cta chiéc dén tran va tay vin cta chiéc dén dau
givong. Cong tac & vi tri tat. Tay van & vi tri dong.

“Eh bien. ” Ong tram tw néi. “Chiing ta c6 gia thuyét vé hung tha thit nhat
va thtt hai, nhu cach n6i ctia Shakespeare vi dai.

Hung thu th nhat ddm nan nhéan ro6i roi khoang, tat déen. Hung thua thi hai
dén trong bong t6i, khong thay dugc viéc lam cta ké

vous de ca?”

“Tuyét v0i,” 6ng bac si nho nhan nhiét thanh noi.

DPo6i mat ctia Poirot sang 1én.

“Ong nghi vay sao? Tdi rat mitng. Toi cam thdy gia thuyét dy hoi vo 1y.”
“Con co0 giai thich nao khac vao day ntta?”

“P6 chinh 13 diéu tdi ciing dang tv héi. O day qua cé sy tring hgp hay
khong? Con c6 mau thuan nao khac khong, twong tu

nhu cai mau thuan da chi ra hai ngudi tham gia vao &n mang?”

“To6i nghi la c6 day. Mot so vét dam, nhu t6i da noi, cho thay sy yéu 6t...
ching khong dua lyc hay khéng da quyét tam. Ching la nhitng vét dam suot
yéu 6t. Nhung vét nay... va vét nay nita...”

ong chi tay, “nhitng vét nay doi hoi rat nhiéu lyc. Ching cam ngap vao co.”
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“Theo ong thi do l1a vét dam ctia mot nguwdi nam?”
“Chac chan.”
“Nit thi khong thé dam nhu vay?”

“MGt phu nit tré, khée, lwc lwdng cling c6 thé dam nhu thé, dac biét khi co
ta @ trong trang thai xdic dong cao do, nhung theo thién kién cta t6i thi diéu
do rat it kha nang.”

Poirot im lang mot luc.

Ong béc si lo ling héi:

“Ong hiéu y tdi chit?”

“Hoan toan hiéu,” Poirot n6i. “Van dé da bat dau sang t6 mot cach tuyét

voi! Tén sat nhan la mot ngwdi nam rat khoe, nhuwng han lai yéu 6t va do la
mot nguwdi nit. Nguwdi nay thuan tay phai va dong thoi cling thuan tay trai...

Ah! c’est rigolo, toute ca! ”
Ong néi bang su gian dit bot phat.

“Con nan nhan... ong ta da lam gi trong t4t ca nhitng chuyén nay? Ong ta
c6 la 1én khong? Cé khang cw, c6 chong choi lai khong?”

Ong ludn tay duwdi goi va 16i ra khau stng tw dong ma Ratchett di tiing
khoe vGi ong.

“Nap day dan, ong thay day,” 6ng noi.

Ho quan sat xung quanh. D6 mac ban ngay ctia Ratchett dwgc treo vao méc
trén twong. Trén chiéc ban nhé dugc tao tir nap day bon rira tay c6 nhiéu do
vat: ham rang gia ndm trong chiéc ly thuy tinh; mdt chiéc ly rong khac; mot
chai nwéc sudi; mot chiéc vo 16n va mot gat tan thudc chiva mot dot xi ga;
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va mot vai mau gidy da duwgc thiéu thanh tro; canh dé con cé hai que diém
da dot.

Ong bac si nhic chiéc ly rdng lén ngti.

“Pay la loi giai thich cho viéc khong phan &ng cua nan nhan,”

ong nhe nhang noi.

“Rugu a?”

“Vang.”

Poirot gat dau. Ong nhit hai que diém 1én, chdm chi quan sat chiing.
“Ong c6 manh méi gi ching?” 6ng béc si nhé nhin hao hitc hoi.

“Hai que diém nay c6 hinh dang khac nhau. C6 mot que det hon que kia.
Ong thay khong?”

“Loai nay lay trén tau,” 6ng bac si néi, “trong vo bang giay cirng.”

Poirot s& sdm cac tdi cia Ratchett. Ong 14y ra mot hop diém réi cham chi
so sanh.

“Que diém day hon la do Ratchett danh,” 6ng nhan xét. “Dé

xem coi ong ta co gitt hop diém det khong.”

Nhung viéc luc soat khong phat hién them dwgc mot hop diem nao khac.
DPo6i mat cta Poirot lia quanh khoang. Chiing sang va bén nhw

mat chim. C6 thé nhan thay rang khong c6 gi thoat khéi sy do xét cta ong.

V6i mot tiéng reo nhé, 6ng cuii xuong san, nhat 1én vat gi do.
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D6 1a mot chiéc khan tay nho vuéng vitc, trong rat xinh xan.

“Ong ban chef de train cia chiing ta c6 ly. C6 mot phu nit tham gia trong
vu nay.”

“Va mot cach so sudt, ngudi phu nit nay da dé lai chiéc khan tay!” Poirot
noi. “Chinh xac nhuw nhitng gi thuong dién ra trong sach va trong phim...
va dé tao thém thuan lgi cho chiung ta, chiéc khan con c6 dau hiéu nhan
dang nita chg.”

“Ta qua la may man!” 6ng bac si thot 1én.

“May ha?” Poirot hdi nguoc lai.

Co gi do trong giong noi ctia 6ng khién 6ng bac si ngac nhién.

Nhung trede khi 6ng kip hoi dé lam ro, Poirot da sup xudng san lan nita.
Lan nay, 6ng chia ra trong long ban tay mot que thong tau.

“N6 hén 1a thudc s& hitu cia 6ng Ratchett?” Ong bac si goi .

“Trong tat ca cac tui cia ong ay khong cé chiéc tau nao, ciing khéng c6 sgi
thudc lan tdi dyng thudc.”

“Thé thi d6 1a mot manh moi.”
“O! Di nhién. Va mét [an nita né dugc bé lai mot cach day so
suat. Lan nay la dau vét ctia nguwdi nam, ong thady day! Khong thé

than phién 13 thiéu manh méi trong vu nay. O day c6 ddy 4p manh méi.
Nhan tién, 6ng da lam gi v4i hung khi r6i?”

“Khong thay hung khi dau ca. Chac la hung thu da dem no6 theo.”
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“Tai sao nhi?” Poirot dam chiéu.

“A!” Ong béc si reo 1én. Tir ndy, dng van dang than trong luc soat cac tui
trén bd pyjama ctia ngudi chét.

“T6i bi sot thit nay,” ong cho hay. “T6i cdi cic do va 16t thang ra sau.”
T tii ngue, ong 16i ra mot chiéc dong ho vang, vé dong ho bi
dam méo mo, va kim dong ho chi mot gio muwoi lam phut.

“Ong thdy chwa?” Constantine hitng chi reo 1én. “N6 cho ta biét thoi gian
gay an. Hoan toan phu hgp vai tinh toan cua toi.

T6i da noi réi ma: tir nira dém dén hai gio sang, nhiéu kha nang la vao lic
mot gio du kho noi chinh xac dugc trong chuyén nay.

Eh bien, day la sy khang dinh. Mot gio muwdi lam phiat. D6 chinh 1a thoi
gian gay an.”

“Co thé lam. Vang, rat c6 thé.”
Ong béc si nhin dng day khiic méic.
“Ong Poirot, xin 6ng b 15i cho, nhung t6i khong hiéu 6ng 1dm.”

“T6i con chwa hiéu minh nita kia,” Poirot dap 10i. “T6i chang hiéu gi sét, va
nhw 6ng da nhan thay, diéu dé 1am cho tdi lo

lang.”
Ong thé dai roi cdi xuéng chiéc ban nhé, quan sat mau gidy bi
dét thanh tro. Ong thi thAm néi véi chinh minh:

“Piéu minh can lic nay la mot chiéc hop dwng nén phu nit da 16i thoi.”
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Béac si Constantine khong sao hiéu n6i 10i nhan xét nay. Va mot lan nita,
Poirot khéng cho 6ng thoi gian dé néu thac mac.

M@ canh ctra ra hanh lang, ong goi ong phu trach toa.
Phu trach toa voi va toi.

“C6 bao nhieu phu nt trén toa nay?”

Phu trach toa dém ngon tay.

“MGt, hai, ba... sdu nguoi, thwa 6ng. Ba ngudi My, ba Thuy Dién, co gai
nguwoi Anh, Ba twdc Phu nhan Andrenyi va ba Cong chida Dragomiroff
cung nguwoi hau cda ba ay.”

Poirot ngam nghi.

“Téat ca ho déu c6 hop dung nén chit?”

“Vang thuwa ong.”

“Vay ong mang lai cho t6i... dé xem nao... hop dung nén cua ba Thuy
bién va ba nguwoi hau. Hai nguwdi nay la hy vong duy nhat. C& néi véi ho
day la thu tuc hai quan hay bat c¥ Iy do nao 6ng nghi ra.”

“Puogc thoi thwa 6ng. Ca hai ba d6 déu khong & khoang ctia minh ltic nay.”
“Thé thi nhanh 1én.”

Phu trach toa rdi di. Ong trd lai v6i chiéc hop nén. Poirot mé

h6p ctia ba ngwdi hau ra roi dé sang mot bén. Roi ong mé hop cta ba Thuy
Dién, khé reo 1én hai long, can than nhic chiéc nén ra, 6ng dé 10 mot mo
tron bang lwédi sat.
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“A, cdi ta can day r6i. Khoang mudi lam nam trwedc day, ngwoi ta lam hop
nén nhw thé nay. Ngudi ta xién que kep qua chiéc nén dinh vao cai mo
bang lwé6i sat nay day.”

Trong lic noi, ong khéo 1éo go ra hai trong so cac que kep.
Xong, 6ng dong hop noén lai va dan phu trach toa tra ca hai hop vé cho cii.
Khi ctra da khép lai, 6ng quay sang ong bac si.

“Ong thay chua, bac si than mén, toi khong phai 1a loai nguoi chi trong cay
vao cac quy trinh chuyén moén. T6i tim nhitng yéu td tam ly chi khong phai
la dau van tay hay tan thu6c 1a. Nhung trong tredng hgp nay, toi rat hoan
nghénh mot sy trg giup khoa hoc nho nho. Khoang nay chita day nhitng
manh moi, nhung liéu t6i c6 thé biét chac nhitng manh moi dy c6 la that
nhu vé

ngoai cua chung hay khong?”
“To6i khong hiéu 6ng lam, 6ng Poirot a.”

“Thoi dugc, t6i sé cho 6ng mot vi du: ta tim dwgc mot chiéc khan tay ni¥.
Mot nguoi nit da danh roi né v? Hay la mot nguwdi nam, ké gay toi ac, da ty
nhu ‘Ta sé lam cho giéng nhw mot vu

an mang do nit 1a tha pham. Ta sé dam ké thu nhiéu nhat dao hon mitc can
thiét, co tinh lam cho mot s6 nhét cé vé yéu 6t va khong hiéu qua, roi ta sé
bo lai mot chiéc khan tay ma ai cling c6 thé phat hién.” D6 1a mot kha nang.
Nhung cling c6 mot kha

nang khac. Liéu c6 phai mot nguwdi nit da giét 6ng ay va co tinh

bé lai mét que thong tdu dé vu an mang trong giong nhw mét tac pham cuda
nam gigi? Hay lieu chung ta nghiém tuc khong khi gia
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dinh rang hai nguwdi ay - mot nam, mot nit - tham gia vu nay mot cach riéng
ré, va ca hai déu so sudt dén mc bé lai mot manh moi co6 thé tiét 10 ho? Su
trung hop nay la hoi qua murc!”

“Nhung chuyén hop nén thi dén tir dau?” ong bac si hoi, van chwa hét boi
10i.

“A! t6i cling sap no6i dén d6. Nhw t6i da noi, nhitng manh moi nay, chiéc
dong ho bi chét vao lic mot gio muwdi lam, chiéc khan tay, que thong tau,
ching co6 thé l1a that nhung cling c6 thé la gia.

Vé diéu nay t6i chwa thé n6i duwge. Nhung c6 mot manh méi ma t6i tin la
kh6éng nguy tao, mac du mot lan nita né cling c6 thé la sai. T6i mudn noi
dén que diém det, 6ng bac si a. T6i tin la que diém nay do hung thii st dung
chtt khong phdi 6ng Ratchett. N6 dugc dung dé dot mot to gidy budc toi
nao do. Cé thé la mot to

ghi chu. Néu la vay thi to ghi chd nay han phdi chita dung diéu gi d6, mot
sai lam, mdt so suat, co thé gidp lan tdi hung thu. T6i dang c6 hét sitc phuc
héi lai diéu dwoc ghi trén dé.”

Ong ra khoi khoang r6i mot lat sau trd lai véi mot chai dén c6n va mot cap
kep uon ria.

“T6i dung thit nay cho rau cua t6i,” 6ng noi vé cap kep.

Ong bac si quan sat Poirot day hidu ky. Nha tham ti trai hai cay kep ra roi
can than 1dy mot cay kep vao t& gidy hoéa tro. Ong 1ay cay kia kep vao mot
dau to gidy roi gitt cho lién lac, dwa tat ca ra dwdi ngon lira dén con.

“Pay la mot viéc rat thu céng,” 6ng ndi vong ra sau. “Hy vong

la ta dat duwgc muc dich.”
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Ong bac s chdm chi nhin 6ng lam viéc. Pbi kep bing kim loai bit dau
néng do lén. Bat chot, 6ng thay nhitng dong chit m&

nhat. Nhitng tw ng® hien len cham chap - nhitng ti ngt cta Itra.

b6 1la mot mau gidy rat nho. Chi cé ba tir hoan chinh va mot phan cta tw
thit tur.

“...nh bé Daisy Armstrong.”

“A!” Poirot reo 16n.

“Ong phat hién diéu gi ha?” 6ng béc si héi.

Po6i mét Poirot ric sang. Ong can than dit hai cay kep xudng.

“Phai. Ong tra 1i. “Téi dd biét tén thdt cia nguoi chét. Téi con biét vi sao
ong ta roi nuéc My. ”

“Teén ong ta la gi vay?”
“Cassetti.”
“Cassetti.” Constantine nhiu may. “N6 nhac t6i vé diéu gi do.

Céach day vai nam. T6i chiu khong thé nhé noi... N6 lién quan dén mdot vu
an ¢ My, ding khong a?”

“Pung roi,” Poirot xac nhan, “mot vu an & My.”

Tiép sau d6, Poirot c6 vé nhu khong sin sang dé néi chuyén céi mé. Ong
nhin quanh quat trong khi noi:

“Ta sé& no6i chuyén nay sau nhé. Trudc hét ta hay ra lai xem cé diéu gi con
bo sét ¢ day khong da.”
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Nhanh chéng va khéo 1éo, 6ng soat lai lan nita tat ca cac tii cia nguwdoi chét,
nhung khéng cé gi dang quan tam. Ong thit mé&

canh ctra thong sang khoang bén canh, nhung n6 da khoa tw
phia beén kia.

“Co6 mot diéu toi khong hiéu,” bac si Constantine n6i. “Néu hung tha khong
thoat ra 16i ctta s6, canh ctra thong khoang lai khéa tir bén kia, con ctra ra
hanh lang thi khong nhitng khoa tw

bén trong ma con dugc méc xich thi thit hdi lam cach nao hung tha trén ra
khoi khoang?”

“D6 1a cau hoi ma khan gia thwong dat ra khi dién vién bj tréi ca tay lan
chan, nhot trong budng kin... va dot nhién bién mat.”

“Y ong 1a...”

“Y t6i 1,” Poirot giai thich, “néu hung thii muén ching ta tin hén trén theo
duwong cira s6 thi di nhién han phai lam sao do dé

hai 16i kia c6 vé nhw khong thé dugc. Giong nhw ngudi dién vién bién mat
trong phong kin, d6 la mot thu thuat. Viéc cta chung ta la tim ra thu thuat
d6 duoc tién hanh nhw thé nao.”

Ong chét lai canh cira thdng khoang tir phia bén ho.

“Trong trrong hgp dé,” 6ng noi, “ba Hubbard xuat sac cta ching ta sé rat
quan tam dén viéc thu thap nhitng tinh tiét nong béng cta vu an dé viét thw
cho con gai.”

Ong nhin quanh Ian nita.
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“Chang con gi dé lam & day c4, toi nghi vay. Nao, ching ta hay gap lai ong

Bouc.”

CHUONG 8
Vu bat c6c Armstrong
Ho tim thay 6ng Bouc dang két thic moén 6p-la.

“T6i nghi t6t nhat ta dung bita triva ngay tai toa an uéng,” 6ng néi. “Sau do
toa sé dugc don dep va 6ng Poirot c6 thé tién hanh phong van cac hanh
khach ¢ dé. Trong khi cho doi, toi da 1énh cho hgo mang vai mén trai cay
dén day.”

“MOot y tuwdng tuyét voi,” Poirot thot 1én.

Ca ong lan 6ng bac si déu khong doéi va ho dung nhanh mén trai cay. Chi
dén khi ho nham nhi mén ca-phé, 6ng Bouc md&i goi hoi vé chu dé dang
choan tam tri ca ba nguoi.

“Eh bien? ” 6ng héi.
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“Eh bien, t0i da phat hién ra danh tinh ctia nan nhan. T6i biét 1y do 6ng ta
phai cap bach roi nwéc My.”

“Ong ta 12 ai vay?”

“Ong con nhé bai bdo vé dita bé nha Armstrong khong? D6 1a ngudi da giét
bé Daisy Armstrong: Cassetti.”

“T6i nhé ra roi. Mot vu an gay soc, mac du toi khong thé nhg
chi tiét.”

“Pai ta Armstrong la mot nguwoi Anh... ttng nhan huan chuong Victoria
Cross. Ong c6 nita dong mau M§ vi me ctia 6ng 1a con gai cia W.K. Van
der Halt, mot triéu phu & Wall Street, 6ng ldy con gai ctia Linda Arden,
nghé si bi kich no6i tiéng nhat nwéc My thoi bay gio. Ho séng & My va c6
v6i nhau mét c6 con gai ma ho cuwng nhv tritng mong. Khi 1én ba tudi, c6
bé da bi bat coc. Bon bat c6c doi mot moén tién chudc 16n dén mirc khong
thé nao lo noi. Toi sé khong lam mét cac 6ng bang nhitng tinh tiét rac réi
tiép sau d6. Toi xin ndi thang ludn la khi mén tién khong 16 hai tram ngan
do-la da dwgc giao nop roéi ma ngwdi ta van tim ra xac dita bé chét trwede do
it nhat hai tuan. Sy phan né cia cong luan 1én dén cuc diém. Va nhitng
chuyén tiép sau d6 tham chi con té

hai hon. Ba Armstrong dang mang thai mot diva bé khac. Phat hién gay soc
nay da khién ba sinh non va ca ba lan dia bé da chét lic 1am bon. Nguoi

chong tan nat coi long ciing da dung sting ty sat.”

“_Mon Dieu, ding la mot tham kich, gio thi t6i nhé ra roi,” 6ng Bouc ndi.
“Con c6 thém mot ngudi chét nita, néu tdéi nhé khong lam.”

“Pung. D6 la mot c6 bao mau xui xéo nguwdi Phap hay Thuy Si.
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Canh sat tin rang c6 ta biét diéu gi do vé tdi ac. Ho khong tin vao nhitng 15i
pht nhan day khich dong cta c6. Cudi cung, trong con tuyét vong, co gai
dang thwvong d6 da nhdy ctra s6 ty sat. Sau d6 nguwdi ta mdi chitng minh
dugc rang co6 ta hoan toan vo tdi, khong hé cé thdng dong gi vGi bon toi
pham.”

“Chuyén nay that khéng hay chtt nao,” Bouc 1am nham.

“Khoang sau thang sau, ngwoi ta tém duwoc cai ga Cassetti d6 khi han dang
la trum mét bang dang chuyén bat coc tré em.

Trong qua kh, ching da tirng dung phuwong phap nhu vay. Néu cam thay
canh sat sap lan ra, ching lién thu tiéu con tin, gidu xac di, va tiép tuc bon
rat cang nhiéu tién cang t6t cho dén khi tdi 4c ctia chiing dwgc phat hién.

“Ban than mén, bay gio toi xin tiét 10 vGi dng diéu nay.

Cassetti chinh la 1do d6! Nhung bang tai san khong 16 ma han da moi moc
dwgc va bang nhitng cho dwa bi 4n cda han théng qua nhiéu nhan vat, han
da duwoc tha béng vi 1y do so suat ky thuat.

Du vay, han van c6 thé bi hanh hinh béi cong chiing néu nhw

han khong dt thong minh dé chon con dwong dao thoat. Han bén doi tén va
roi khoi nwdc My. T d6, han tré thanh mdt quy 6ng nhan nha, ludn di du
lich & nwdc ngoai va song bang nhitng

rentes cua han.”

“ Ah! guel animal! ” Giong Bouc vang 1én day phan uat va kinh tdm. “Han
chét khong c6 gi la dang tiéc... khong dang tiéc chit nao!”

“T6i cling dong y.”
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“_Tout de méme,_cling dau nhat thiét phai giét han trén tau Toc hanh
Phwong Bong. Co6 khoi chd khac.”

Poirot thodng mim cwoi, 6ng thdy Bouc c6 phan thién kién trong van dé
nay.

“Cau hoi ma ching ta phai dat ra lic nay la liéu vu am sat do6 la hanh dong
cua mot bang dang canh tranh ma Cassetti ti'ng

choi x0 trong qua khtt, hay do la hanh dong tra thu ca nhan?”

Ong néi, roi giai thich phat hién ctia 6ng vé nhitng ti¥ it 6i trén mau gidy bi
dot.
“Néu gia thiét cua t6i la ding thi 14 thw nay do hung thua dot di. Tai sao

vay? Vi nd c6 nhac tGi cai tén ‘Armstrong’, von la manh moi dé thao g& bi

»

an.
“Co thanh vién nao trong gia dinh Armstrong con song sét khong nhi?”

“Rui thay, toi khong biét diéu do. T6i nhd cé doc bao thdy con mot ¢6 em
gai cua ba Armstrong thi phai.”

Poirot thuat tiép vé nhitng két luan chung ctia 6ng va bac si
Constantine. Bouc rang rd han 1én khi nghe ké vé chiéc dong ho
bi dam hong.

“NoO giup ta c6 dugce thoi gian gay an cuc ky chinh xac.”
“Vang,” Poirot no6i. “biéu dé rat thuan lgi.”

Co6 diéu gi dé kho long mo ta trong giong néi ctia 6ng khién hai nguoi kia
phéi nhin 6ng mot cach to mo.
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“Ong néi chinh 6ng da nghe thdy Ratchett trao déi v6i phu
trach toa vao lic mot gio kém hai muoi, dang khong a?”

Poirot thuat lai nhitng gi da xay ra khi do.

“T6t lam,” Bouc thot 1én, “diéu d6 ching to rang it ra Cassetti. ..

hay Ratchett, t6i sé ti€p tuc goi han theo tén nay... han chac chan con song
vao luc mot gio kém hai muoi.”

“Noi chinh xac la mot gio kém hai muoi ba phut.”

“Theé thi n6i cho chuan ludn la vao lic muwdi hai gio ba muoi
bay phuit, Ratchett van con song. D6 it ra cling la mot sy that.”
Poirot khong tra 16i. Ong ngbdi ddm chiéu chi muc vé phia trudc.
Co tiéng go ctra, r6i nguwoi phu trach toa an udng buéc vao.

“Toa an uéng da san sang, thira 6ng,” anh ta thong bao.

“Chung t6i sé dén d6,” Bouc ditng day, ndi.

“Toi theo cac ong dwgc khong?” Constantine hoi.

“Di nhién, bac s than mén. Trwr phi 6ng Poirot phan doi.”
“Khong hé. Khong hé dau,” Poirot lién thoang.

Sau mot vai cau xa giao vé trinh tw: “Aprés vous, Monsieur”,

“_Mais non,_apres vous”, ho cung roi khoi khoang.
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Loi chirng ctia 6ng phu trach toa
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Tai toa an uéng, moi thit déu da san sang.
Poirot va Bouc ng6i cung mot bén ban. Ong bac s ngoi & mé bén co6 16i di.

Trén ban, trt6c mat Poirot 1a ban so do toa Istanbul-Calais v4i tén caa hanh
khach ghi bang muc do.

Ho chiéu va vé tau dugc dat thanh mot chong & mot bén ban.
Giay viét, myc, bit va but chi déu co day du.
“Rat tuyét,” Poirot néi. “Ta c6 thé mé ngay phién phéng van.

Trudc hét, theo t0i, ta can 14y 16i khai ctia phu trach toa. Han 6ng ciing biét
it nhidu vé dng ta. Tinh cach dng ta ra sao? Ong ta c6 phai ngwdi ma 6ng
tin cay khong?”

“Toi hoan toan tin twéng ong ta. Pierre Michel lam viéc cho cong ty da
muoi 1dm ndm nay. Ong 4y 1a ngudi Phap... song gan Calais. Pay 1a mot
nguwoi tuyét doi lwong thién va dang tran trong, vé mat tri tué thi c6 1é
khong c6 gi noi bat lam.”

Poirot gat dau thong hiéu.
“T6t,” ong noi. “Ta hdy gap ong ay.”

Pierre Michel di 1ay lai phan nao sy binh tinh, nhing van con rat hoang
mang.

“Hy vong 6ng khong nghi tdi c6 gi dang trach,” 6ng tdé ra lo du, dwa mat
nhin Poirot r6i nhin Bouc. “Chuyén xdy ra that 1a kinh khting. Hy vong 6ng
khong nghi n6 lién quan dén tdi cach nao d6?”

Sau khi tran an ngwoi dan ong, Poirot bat dau phong van.
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Trudc hét, ong 1ay tén ho va dia chi cia Michel, thdi gian phuc vu ctia 6ng
ta, va thoi gian 6ng ta lam viéc trén tuyén duong nay.

Nhitng diéu nay thi Poirot déu biét ca, nhung nhitng cau hoi thong 1€ sé cé
tac dung lam cho Michel thodi mai hon.

“Va bay gio ta hdy n6i vé nhitng sy kién tdi qua nhé,” Poirot vao cudc.
“Ong Ratchett vé givdng nghi lic nao?”

“Da hau nhuw ngay khi dung bita chiéu xong, thwra 6ng. Cu thé

la tredc khi ta roi Belgrade. T6i hom trwdc ong ay cling lam y nhw vay.
Ong 4y sai toi don giwdng trong khi 6ng ay n, va toi da 1am theo.”

“Sau do cé ai vao khoang cua 6ng ay khong?”

“Nguoi hau cua 6ng ay, va cai 6ng ngudi My tré tudi, thw ky ctia 6ng ay.”
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“Con ai khac khong?”
“Khong thwa 6ng. Theo toi biét thi khong.”
“T6t. Va do 1a Ian cudbi 6ng nghe hodc thay ong ay?”

“Khong thwa 6ng. Ong quén roi sao, 6ng 4y goi chudng vao khoang mot
gio kém hai muoi... khong bao 1au sau khi tau ding.”

“Chinh xac la chuyén gi da xay ra?”

“T6i go cira, nhirng 6ng ay ndi vong ra rang 6ng dy bi nham lan.”
“N6i bang tiéng Anh hay tiéng Phap?”

“Tiéng Phap a.”

“Chinh xac 6ng ay néi sao?”

“ Ce n’est rien. Je me suis trompé. ”

“Rat diang,” Poirot néi. “To6i cling nghe thay vay. Roi 6ng bé di?”
“Vang, thua ong.”

“Ong vé chd ngbi ctia 6ng?”

“Khong, thwra ong, tredc do toi dén tra 101 mot tiéng chudng khac cling vira
cat 1én.”

“Bay gio, ong Michel, t6i sé hoi ong mot cau hdi quan trong.
Ong & dau vao liic mdt gid mudi 1Am?”

“Toi dy a, thira 6ng? T6i ngdi & chiéc ghé nho cua tdi ¢ cudi toa.”
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“Ong chac chi?”
“Mais oui... chi co...”

“Co saon?”

“Toi c6 di sang toa k€, toa Athens, dé néi chuyén vGi dong nghiép bén dé.
Chuing t6i ban vé vu tuyét. Chuyén nay dién ra khoang sau mot gio chut
dinh. T6i khong thé n6i chinh xac.”

“Va ong trd lai luc nao?”

“Mot trong nhitng khach cua toa tdi goi chudng, thwa ong... toi nha la...
toi da co thwa véi 6ng. La ba nguoi My day a. Ba ay goi chudng nhiéu lan.”

“T61i nhd ra roi,” Poirot néi. “Roi sau d6?”

“Sau d6 ay a? Toi tra 10i chudong 6ng goi va dem nwdc sudi cho ong. Roéi
khodng nira gi® sau t6i dén lam giwong & mot trong cac khoang khac...
khoang ctia 6ng nguwoi My, thu ky ctia ong Ratchett dy a.”

“Khi 6ng dén lam giwvdong, ong MacQueen & trong khoang mot minh?”

“Ong 4y dang tiép ong dai t4 ngudi Anh & khoang 15. Hai ngudi ho dang
ngo6i noéi chuyén véi nhau.”

“Ong dai ta 1am gi sau khi chia tay dng MacQueen?”

“Ong ay vé khoang ctia minh.”

“S6 15... c6 phai d6 1a khoang gan cho 6ng ng6i khong?”

“Da dang a, thra 6ng, do 1a khoang thit hai tinh tir cu6i hanh lang.”

“Ong da 1am giwong cho 6ng dy chwa?”
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“Ro0i a, thia 6ng. T6i lam giwong cho 0ong dy ltc 6ng ay dung bita chiéu.”
“Nhitng chuyén d6 dién ra vao liic nao?”

“To6i khong thé ndéi chinh xac dwgc a, thwa 6ng. Chi chac chan 1a khong thé
muon hon hai gio.”

“Roi sau do?”

“Sau do, thura 6ng, t6i vé ghé ctia minh ngoi cho dén sang.”
“Ong khong trd lai toa Athens a?”

“Khong a, thwa ong.”

“Ong c6 ngt khong?”

“To6i khong nghi vay, thra 6ng. Tau dirng cho nén t6i khong thé 1o mo ngu
duwoc nhw moi khi.”

“Ong c6 thdy hanh khach nao di lai doc hanh lang khéng?”

Phu trach toa nghi nggi.

“Hinh nhw c6 mot nguwdi nit di dén khoang vé sinh & cudi hanh lang.”
“Ai vay?”

“To6i khong biét, thva 6ng. Nguwdi dé & tit dau kia hanh lang va quay lung
lai v@i t6i. Nguoi dé mdc bd kimono mau dé cé hinh rong.”

Poirot gat dau.
“Roi sau do?”

“Thwa ong khong c6 gi ca... suot cho dén sang.”
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“Ong chéc chit?”
“A, xin 16i, c6 chinh 6ng. Ong m& cita nhin ra ngoai khoang giay 14t.”

“To6t lam, 6ng ban,” Poirot noi, “toi dang tw hoi khong biét 6ng c6 nhé chi
tiét nay khong. Nhan tién, téi bi danh thitc b&i mot tiéng dong nghe nhw cé
mot vat ning ngd dap vao cira khoang ctia tdi. Ong nghi d6 c6 thé 1a gi?”

Phu trach toa nhin 6ng khéng chép mat.

“Khong gi cd, thwa ong. Khong c6 gi, toi ddam noéi chac nhw
vay.”

“Vay chac 1a t6i gap dc méng r6i,” Poirot binh than noi.
“Trwr phi 1a 6ng nghe thdy vat gi dé roi ¢ khoang bén canh,”

Bouc noi.

Poirot phét 16 goi y nay. Cé 1é 6ng khong muon binh ludn gi trwéc mat phu
trach toa.

“Ta hay chuyén sang van dé khac,” ong noi. “Gia st t6i qua hung thu 1én
tau. Liéu han c6 con & trén tau sau khi gay an?”

Pierre Michel lac dau.

“Han tron ¢ dau dwogc trén tau?”

“Tau da dugce kham k¥ roi,” Bouc noéi. “Hay bé y nghi do di, 6ng ban.”
“Véi lai, khong ai c6 thé vao toa ctia toi ma téi khong thay,”

Michel noi.
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“Tau dirng lan cu6i 1a khi nao?”
“O Vincovci.”
“Luc do6 la may gio?”

“Lé ra tau phai roi khoi do Iuc 11g58, nhuwng do thoi tiét ching ta bi tré mat
hai muoi phuat.”

“Co thé nao ai d6 dén twr toa thwong khong?”

“Khong, thwa 6ng. Sau bita chiéu, canh ctra giita toa thuwong va toa nam
luén dwoc khoa lai.”

“Ong c6 xudng tau & ga Vincovci khong?”

“Co a, thva 6ng. T6i xudng san ga nhw thuong 1€ va ditng ngay canh cau
thang lén tau. Cac phu trach toa khac cting lam nhw

vay a.”

“Ctra phia tredc thi thé nao? Canh ctra gan toa an uong ay?”
“N6 ludn dugce chot ti bén trong.”

“Hién gio nd cé chot lai dau?”

Phu trach toa cé vé ngac nhién, r6i khuon mat 6ng chot sang ra.
“Han la c6 hanh khach nao d6 da mé ctra dé xem tuyét.”

“Chac la vay,” Poirot noi.

Ong tram tw gd go tay 1én mat ban mot, hai phit.

“Ong khong ché trach gi t6i chi¥?” Phu trach toa rut ré héi.
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Poirot cwoi hién hoa.

“Ong ciing may 1dm day, ong ban,” dng néi. “A! Con mdt van dé nita, toi
quén mat. Ong néi 1a 6 tiéng chudng reo ding liic 6ng dang gd ctra khoang
ong Ratchett. That ra, ca t6i cling nghe tiéng chuéng nay. D6 1a ai goi vay?”

“Ba Cong chia Dragomiroff a. Ba dy sai t6i goi ba ngudi hau dén.”
“Va ong da lam theo?”

“Vang a, thua ong.”

Poirot cham chid nghién citu ban so d6 tredc mat. R6i ong gat dau.
“Tam thoi thé 1a du,” 6ng noi.

“Cam on ong.”

Phu trach toa ditng ddy, dwa mat nhin 6ng Bouc.

“Pirng c6 lo,” 6ng nay ti té ndi. “To6i nghi 6ng chang c6 gi so

sudt ca dau.”

Phan chan han 1én, Pierre Michel r&i khéi khoang.
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CHUONG 2

Loi ching cua chang thu ky
MGt vai phut sau dé, Poirot tiép tuc chim sau vao suy nghi.

“T6i nghi, dya theo nhitng gi ta biét dén nay, ngudi ké tiép can phong van
phai la anh chang MacQueen,” cudi ciing 6ng noi.

Anh chang ngwoi MYV 1ap titc xuat hién.
“Moi viéc thé nao r6i?” anh hoi.

“Khong té lam. Ké tir sau cudc trao doi ctia ching ta t6i da biét thém mot
vai diéu chang han nhw danh tinh ctia 6ng Ratchett.”

Hector MacQueen nhoai nguwoi ra treéce, vé quan tam.
“Vang, toi nghe day,” anh noi.

“Nhu ong da ting nghi ngo, Ratchett chi la mot tén gia.
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Ratchett that ra la Cassetti, ké da tién hanh nhiéu vu bat céc noi tiéng, bao
gom vu an chan dong lién quan dén bé Daisy Armstrong.”

Khuon mat MacQueen biéu 19 su sttng sot tot cung. Sau do thi sa sam lai.
“Lao gia dé tién!” anh thot 1én.
“Ong khong biét chuyén nay sao, MacQueen?”

“Khong thwra 6ng,” MacQueen ditt khoat néi. “T6i ma biét thi tha la chat
canh tay cua toi di chit toi khong doi nao lam thu ky cho lao!”

“Ong c6 vé xtic dong vé chuyén nay nhi?”
“T0i c6 ly do rieng. Cha cua toi chinh la ngwoi bién ly quan da thu ly vu an
dé, ong Poirot a. T6i da gdp ba Armstrong vai lan. Ba ay la m6t phu ni? rat

tuyét voi, hét sirc nhan tir va hién diu.”

Khuon mat anh lai sa sam. “Néu c6 ké nao dang chét thi d6 chinh la lao
Ratchett hay Cassetti d6. Toi thay vui vi lao chét.

Loai nguwoi nhw 1ao khong dang séng!”
“Ong c6 cam thdy 6ng sin sang dich than 1am viéc d6 khong?”

“Co, toi c6...” Anh dirng lai, mat anh do 1én nhw mac 16i. “Mac du noi vay
cling giong nhu t6i ty budc to6i minh.”

“T6i sé c6 khuynh hwéng nghi ngd 6ng, 6ng MacQueen a, néu nhw 6ng to
ra dau thwong mot cach khong binh thwong khi nghe tin cha 6ng twr tran.”

“T6i khong thé lam dwgc vay, cho du dé thoat an tir hinh,”
MacQueen qua quyét noi.

ROi anh thém vao:

https://thuviensach.vn



“T6i to mo khi khong phai, nhung bang cach nao 6ng phat hién ra diéu do
vay? Y t6i 1a danh tinh ctia Cassetti d6.”

“Nho mot mau cua 14 the tim thdy & trong khoang.”
“Di nhién... y toi n6i... dé la mot so suét cta lao ta.”
“Con tuy theo quan diém,” Poirot néi.

Chang trai tré caAm thdy nhan xét nay c6 phan bai bac. Anh nhin Poirot nhw
thé mu6n thanh minh.

“Nhiém vu tredc mat t6i,” Poirot ndi, “la nam dwgc sy di chuyén ctia moi
nguoi trén tau. Khong can thiét phai 1én an ai ca, 6ng hiéu chit? Chi la cong
viéc ma thoi.”

“Di nhién, 6ng c& viéc tién hanh. T6i sé c6 gang sta chita tinh khi cia
minh.”

“T6i khoi can phai hoi vé sé khoang ctia 6ng,” Poirot mim cuwdi, noi, “vi toi
da & cung khoang vdi 6ng mot dém. D6 la khoang hang hai s6 6 va 7, va
sau khi t6i di thi 6ng doc chiém khoang nay.”

“Pung vay.”

“Gio thi, 6ng MacQueen, t6i mudn ong twong thuadt moi di chuyén ctia 6ng
t0i qua tir lic 6ng rdi toa an udng.”

“Chuyén nhé. T6i tré vé khoang, doc chit dinh, ra san ga &

Belgrade, thay trdi lanh qua nén trd vao. To6i ndi chuyén mot lic vGi co gai
nguwoi Anh @ khoang bén canh t6i. R6i téi bi cuén vao cudc tré chuyén véi
ong Pai ta ngwdi Anh Arbuthnot... Ma phdi r6i, t6i nghi 6ng da bang qua
chuing t6i lac ching t6i dang tro chuyén. Sau dé toi dén gap 1ao Ratchett va,
nhw da noéi véi ong, toi 1dy ban ghi nhé vé ndi dung cac 1a thw ma lao ta
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dinh viét. T6i chic ldo ngu ngon réi bwdc ra. Pai td Arbuthnot van con
ding ngoai hanh lang. Khoang ctia 6ng ta da duwgc don dep cho budi t6i,
nén toi moi 6ng ta dén khoang cta t6i. T6i kéu hai mén uong réi ching t6i
dén thang do6. Chung t6i thao luan vé chinh trj thé

gidi, vé chinh phi An D9, vé nhitng bat tric trong tinh hinh tai

chinh ctia Anh, M¥, va vé cudc khing hodng ctia Wall Street. Toi khong
hdo ngudi Anh lam, ho qua kiéu ky, nhung 6ng nay thi toi thich.”

“Ong c6 nhé 6ng ta chia tay ong ltic may gio khong?”
“Kha tré. T6i ang chirng cling phai dén hai gio.”
“Cac ong nhan ra la tau dung chg?”

“Q, chic chin roi. Ching toi hoi thic méc, nhin ra ngoai thay tuyét rat day,
nhung chung toi khong nghi n6 nghiém trong nhuw
Vély.”

“Chuyén gi xdy ra khi DPai td Arbuthnot rét cudc néi 16i chia tay 6ng?”

“Ong 4y vé khoang ctia minh va tbi goi phu trach toa dén lam giwong cho
t0i.”

“Ong & dau trong ltic 6ng dy lam givong?”
“Ping hut thuéc ngay ngoai ctra ra hanh lang.”
“Ro6i sau do6?”

“Sau do t6i 1én givdng ngu mot giac tdi sang.”

“Trong budi t6i, 6ng cé bao gio roi khoi tau khong?”
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“T6i va Arbuthnot dinh xu6ng tau tai... cdi noi dé tén la gi nhi?...
Vincovci. Dé dubi chan mét chit 4y ma. Nhung troi rét cam cam... mot
con bao tuyét. Nén chang may chéc ching t6i lai nhdy 1én tau.”

“Hai ngudi roi tau bang ctta nao?”

“Bang canh ctra gan khoang chting t6i nhat.”
“Canh ctra ké bén toa an udng ay a?”
“Vang.”

“Néu né bi chot lai thi 6ng c6 nhé khong?”
MacQueen ngam nghi.

“A, vang, t6i nhé hinh nhu né dwoc chét. Cé6 mot thanh gi d6 xuyén qua tay
ndm. Y 6ng néi cai d6 chit gi?”

“Pung r6i. Khi trd 1én tau 6ng c6 gai lai cai thanh dé khong?”

“A, khong. Téi nghi 1a khéng. T6i vao sau cung. Khong, t6i khong nhé 1a
toi co cai no lai hay khong niva.”

Anh dot ngot hoi:

“Piéu d6 quan trong lam sao?”

“Co thé. Bay gio liéu t6i c6 thé gia thiét rang lic 6ng va Pai td Arbuthnot
néi chuyén vdi nhau thi canh ctra ra hanh lang cia khoang 6ng dang dé
mao?”

Hector MacQueen gat dau.

“Néu dugc, xin 6ng lam on cho toi biét c6 nhitng ai di qua hanh lang sau

khi tau roi Vincovci, lic 6ng tiép khach ban dém.”
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MacQueen nhiu cdp chan may mau nau.

“T6i nhé ong phu trach toa c6 di qua mot lan,” anh néi, “6ng dy dén tw
huwéng toa an uéng. R6i c6 mot ngwdi phu nit di theo hwdng nguwoc lai, vé
phia toa an uéng.”

“Ai Vay?”

“Toi khong thé noi. Toi khong dé y 1am. Ong biét day, tdi dang tranh luan
vGi ong Arbuthnot ma. Toi chi nhé hinh nhuw c6 bong dang ai d6 mac ao lua
do di ngang qua cwa. Toi khong nhin theo, va du gi di nita toi cling khong
thay mit ngudi d6. Ong biét ddy,

khoang ctia t6i nam gan sat toa an uéng nén néu c6 nguwdi phu

ni* nao di doc hanh lang ra huwéng dé thi at phai quay lung lai vdi t6i ngay
khi di qua.”

Poirot gat dau.

“Nguoi phu nit nay chac la di vé sinh?”

“Chac la vay.”

“Va ong thay ngudi dé trd ra chi?”

“A, khong, 6ng nhic t6i méi nhé, téi khong thdy ngudi do tré

ra, nhung toi nghi ngudi do phai trg ra chi.”

“Thém mot cau hoi nita. Ong c6 dung tau khong, 6ng MacQueen?”
“Khong thwa 6ng, téi khong dung tau.”

Poirot im lang mot Iuc.
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“To6i nghi tam thoi thé la du. Bay gio t6i muén gap nguwoi hau ctia ong
Ratchett. Nhan tién, 6ng va anh ta c6 phéi luén ludn 1ay khoang hang hai
khi di du lich?”

“Lao ta thi vay. Nhung t6i thi thwong lay khoang hang nhat, néu cé thé thi
lay khoang lién ké v6i khoang lao Ratchett. Nhw

vay, lao tong dugc hau hét hanh 1y cia lao vao khoang cua t6i, va bat ct lic
nao lao ciing ldy dwgc hanh ly hay goi t6i mot cach dé dang. Nhung lan nay
thi tdt cd cac giwvong hang nhat déu dugc dang ky truwdc triv khoang cua

»

lao.

“T6i hiéu. Cam on 6ng, ong MacQueen.”

CHUONG 3

Loi chitng ctia 6ng nguwdi hau

Anh chang My dugc thé cho bdi mot 6ng ngwdi Anh nhgt nhat véi khuon
mit vo cam ma Poirot dd dé y ti* hom truwdc. Ong ta ditng chd rat 18 phép.
Poirot lam dau m@i 6ng ngoi.
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“Ong 1a nguwoi hau caa 6ng Ratchett?”

“Vang thua ong.”

“Tén ong la gi?”

“Edward Henry Masterman.”

“Tuoi?”

“Ba muoi chin.”

“Dia chi cua 6ng?”

“S6 21 dwong Friard, thi trdn Clerkenwell.”

“Ong biét chuyén chii ctia 6ng bi 4m sat rdi chi?”
“Vang thwa ong. Mot sy kién rat soc a.”

“Bay gio xin lam on cho t6i biét ong thdy ong Ratchett lan cudi vao lic
nao?”

Ong ngudi hau ngdm nghi:

“Da, khoang chirng chin gio t6i qua a. Gio do hay tré hon chut dinh.”
“Hay noi that chinh xac chuyeén gi da xay ra.”

“Da, t0i dén cho 6ng Ratchett nhu thwong 1€ dé phuc vu 6ng ay.”
“Chinh xac thi nhiém vu cua ong la gi?”

“Da, t6i x€p hay phoi quan 4o ctia 6ng ay. DBat ham rang gia

ctia ong vao trong ly va héi xem 6ng ay c6 can gi vao budi toi khong.”
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“Ong 4y c6 biéu hién gi bat thudng khong?”
Ong nguoi hau suy nghi hdi lau.

“Thoéi dugc. Thua 6ng, to6i cam thay rat ¢c.”
“Uc? Uc chuyén gi?

“Da, chuyén 14 thw ma 6ng ay vira doc xong. Ong dy héi cé phaéi t6i dit 14
thw dé vao khoang ong ay khéng. D1 nhién toi ndi la téi khong lam chuyén
do6, nhung ong dy chri raa toi va toi lam viéc gi cling bi 6ng dy mang.”

“Piéu do6 c6 thuwong xdy ra khong?”

“O, khong dau a, nhuw téi da noéi, 6ng dy rat dé ndi cau, nhwng con tuy thudc
vao diéu gi lam 6ng ay noi cau nita a.”

“Chu cta 6ng c6 dung thudc ngu khong?”
Bac si Constantine hgi reén nguoi ra truac.

“Da, ctt mdi khi di tu 1a dng ay lai dung a. Ong 4y néi néu khong dung thi
ong ay khong nga duogc.”

“Ong c6 biét 6ng dy thuong dung loai thudc nao khong?”

“Da, t6i khong thé noéi, nhung t6i biét chac. Trén chai khéng cé ghi tén
thudc. Chi thay ghi “Thudc ngt dung khi di nam’.”

“T6i qua ong dy c6 dung khéng?”
“Da c6 a. T6i rét san thudc ra ly, dat trén chiéc ban - bon riva cho 6ng ay.”
“Thé dng c6 thidy ong dy uéng thuéc khong?”

“Da khong a.”
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“Chuyén gi xdy ra ké tiép?”

“T6i héi ong ay c6 can gi nita khong, r6i to6i hoi 6ng ay muon t6i goi day
sang mai lic mdy gid. Ong 4y néi khong muédn ai 1am phién, néu can, 6ng
ay sé goi chudng.”

“Diéu d6 co la binh thwong khong?”

“Da, rat binh thwong, 6ng ay thwong bam chuodng sai phu

trach toa di goi t6i moi khi 6ng dy sap stra day.”

“Ong ay thvong day sém hay day mudn?”

“Da, con tuy theo tam trang cua ong dy nita a. Poi khi 6ng ay day dung
diém tam, doi khi 6ng ay nam dén tan bita trwa.”

“Cho nén ong khong hé hét hodng khi troi da sang bung ma chang thay
lénh triéu tap?”

“Da, dting thé a.”

“Ong c6 biét cht dng c6 ké thi khong?”

“Da c6 a.”

Ong ta n6i bang mot giong vo hon.

“Lam sao ong biét?”

“Da, t0i c6 nghe 6ng ay trao doi v6i ong MacQueen vé may 14 thu.”
“Ong c6 yéu quy chu ctia dng khdng, 6ng Masterman?”

Khuon mat cia Masterman cang trd nén vo cam hon bao gio
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hét.

“Da, t6i khong thich néi vé chuyén ndy. Ong ay 1a mdt ngwdi chi hao
phong.”

“Nhung 6ng khong thich ong ay?”

“Da, t6i chi c6 thé noi la t6i khong danh gia cao lam nguwoi My

thoi a.”

“Ong tirng dén My bao gid chwra?”

“Da chwa a.”

“Ong c6 nhé bai bao vé vu an bt cé6c Armstrong khong?”

Po6i ma cua nguwoi dan ong hoi doi sac.

“Da c6 a. Vu dé lién quan dén mot bé gai phai khong a? Mot vu

an chan dong.”

“Ong c6 biét chu cia 6ng chinh 1a cht muu trong vu an d6 khong?”

“Khong, thva 6ng.” Lan dau tién am diéu cta 6ng ta an chita nhitng xuc
cam va nhiét huyét. “T6i thdy chuyén nay that la kho tin, thwa 6ng.”

“Thé ma no lai la sy that day. Bay gio ta chuyén sang néi vé

nhitng di chuyén cta 6ng t6i hom qua nhé. Chi la tha tuc théi, 6ng hiéu
chit? Ong 1am gi sau khi gip cha dng?”

“Da, t6i dén ndi véi 6ng MacQueen rang 6ng chi muén gap

ong ay. Roi toi vé khoang minh doc sach.”
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“Khoang cua ong la...?”

“Da, khoang hang hai & cudi toa, ngay ké toa an uong day a.”
Poirot nhin vao so do.

“T6i thay roi... va 6ng nam giwong nao?”

“Da, givong dudi a.”

“Giwong s6 4 ha?”

“Da.”

“Co0 ai 0 cung o6ng khong?”

“Da thwa, 6 cai anh chang ngudi Y to con dy a.”

“Anh ta c6 néi tiéeng Anh khéng?”

“Da, cling bap be doi chit a.” Giong 6ng nguwdi hau mang am diéu coi
thwong. “Anh ta titng & My ... tai Chicago... néu t6i khong lam.”

“Ong va anh ta c6 néi chuyén nhiéu khong?”
“Khong thwa ong, toi thich doc sach hon.”

Poirot mim cuwoi, 6ng c6 thé hinh dung céi khung canh dy: mot anh chang
ngudi Y do sd va sy lanh nhat khong che gidu ctia quy dng ngudi hau.

“T6i c6 thé biét ong dang doc sach gi khong?” 6ng hoi tiép.
“Da, hién gio t6i dang doc cuén Tt nhdn cta tinh yéu. Téac gia

la nit van si Arabella Richardson day a.”
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“Truyeén co6 hay khong?”
“Da, t6i thay né rat thu vi.”

“Thdi dugc, ta tiép tuc nhé. Ong trd lai khoang ctia 6ng va doc Tu nhdn ctia
tinh yéu cho dén... lic nao?”

“Da, dén khodng mudi gid rudi a. Anh chang ngudi Y mudn di ndm. Vi thé
phu trach toa dén lam giwong cho chuing t6i.”

“Sau do ong lén givong ngu?”

“Da, toi len givong nhung khong ngu a.”
“Tai sao ong khong ngu?”

“Da, t0i bi dau rang a.”

“ Oh, Ia la... Thé thi dau lam nhi.”

“Da, dau lam a.”
“Ong c6 l1am gi cho d& dau khong?”

“Da, t6i dung mot it dau dinh hwong, c6 bét dau duge mot chit, nhing van
khong thé ngu dwoc a. Toi bat cai den trén dau giwong doc sach tiép dé
quén con dau di.”

“Ong khong chgp mit chiit ndo sao?”
“Da, c6 chit a. T6i thiép di vao khodng bon gid sang.”
“Con nguoi cung khoang vai ong?”

“Cai anh chang nguoi Y ay a? O, anh ta ngdy méi khiép.”
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“Anh ta khong roi khoang suét dém qua?”

“Da, khong a.”

“Con ong?”

“Cling khong lu6n a.”

“Ong c6 nghe thay tiéng gi dém qua khong?”

“Da khong a. Y t6i 1a khong c6 gi bat thuong. Tau dirng khién
cho moi thi rat yén tinh.”

Poirot im lang mot lic roi noi:

“Thdi dugc, t6i nghi ching con bao nhiéu diéu dé héi nita. Ong khong thé
roi chut anh sang nao lén tham hoa nay sao?”

“T6i e la khong a. Toi xin 16i, thwa 6ng.”

“C6 bao gio ong ting nghe chu cta ong va ong MacQueen cai co hay ndng
nhe gi vdi nhau khong?”

“0, khong c6 dau a. Ong MacQueen 1a mdt ngudi rat dé mén.”

“Ong lam viéc ¢ dau trwde khi 1am cho 6ng Ratchett?”

“Da, toi lam cho 6ng Henry Tomlinson @ Grosvenor Square a.”

“Tai sao 6ng roi bé ong ay?”

“Da, ong ay di Bong Phi va khong can t6i phuc vu nita a.

Nhung t6i dam chac 6ng dy sé noi tot vé toi, thra 6ng. T6i lam cho 6ng dy

kha nhiéu nam roi a.”
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“Va ong lam cho 6ng Ratchett dugc bao 1au r6i?”
“Da, mai chi chin thang thoi a.”

“Cam on oOng, Masterman. Nhan tién xin hoi, 6ng c6 dung tau thudc
khong?”

“Da khong a. T6i chi hut thuoc 14 loai binh dan thoi a.”
“Cam on ong. Vay la xong r6i d6.”
Ong ngudi hau do dy mét lic.

“Xin ong bd qua cho, nhung cai ba nguwoi My 16n tudi ay dang & trong
trang thai c6 thé néi la rat cang thang day a. Ba ay noi ba ay biét tat ca moi
thit vé tén hung thu. Ba dy dang rat khich dong day a.”

“Néu vay thi ba ta sé la nguoi dwgc phéng van ké tiép,” Poirot mim cwoi,
noi.

“Co can t6i bao lai ba ta khong a? Tt ndy gid ba dy dang yéu cau duoc gap
ai d6 c6 tham quyén. Ong phu trach toa hién dang d danh ba &y.”

“Ong ban, 1am on mdi ba dy dén day gitim,” Poirot néi. “Ching t6i s& nghe
cau chuyén cua ba ay.”
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CHUGONG 4

Loi ching cua ba nguoi My

Ba Hubbard dén toa an uéng trong trang thai khich dong dén mic the
khong ra hoi va thot chang ra 16i.

“Cho t0i biét di. Ai la ngudi c6 tham quyén & day? To6i c6 nhitng thong tin
rat quan trong, rdat la quan trong, that do, va toi chi

muon noi cho ai c6 tham quyeén, cang s6m cang t6t. Néu cac ong...”
Anh mét long lanh cta ba dao dong gitta ba ngwdi dan ong.
Poirot nhoai minh ra phia trwdc.

“Thwa ba, xin hdy néi v6i téi,” 6ng noi. “Nhung, tredec hét, ba hdy ngoi
xuong da.”

Ba Hubbard nang né tha minh xuéng chiéc ghé doi dién ong.
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“T6i chi mudn no6i v4i 6ng mot diéu nay. C6 mot tén sat nhan & trén tau toi
qua, va ten sat nhan do da ¢ ngay trong khoang cua toi!”

Ba dirng lai, c6t dé tao ra mot do nhan kich tinh cho nhitng 15i 1€ ctia minh.
“Ba c6 chac diéu do khong, thwa ba?”

“Di nhién la t6i chac chg! Con phai hoi! To6i biét minh néi gi ché! Toi sé
néi vdi cac ong tat ca nhitng gi can néi. Toi 1én giwong sap stra ngu thi bat
chgt t6i thitc ddy... xung quanh t6i thui... va téi biét c6 mot ngudi dan 6ng
dang ¢ trong khoang cua toi. Toi s¢

qua khong la 1én no6i, cac 6ng biét tdi mudn ndi gi réi d6. To6i nam im & do
suy nghi. ‘“Troi oi, toi sap bi giét r6i.” Toi khong thé

mo td cho 6ng cdm gidc cta to6i. Nhitng con tau ban thiu nay va tat ca
nhitng th xtic pham ma t6i da tirng doc trén sach. Roi t6i nghi: ‘Thoéi dugc,
du gi thi han ciing khong 1dy dugc nit trang ctia minh.” Bdi 18, 6ng biét day,
toi da nhét ching trong chiéc vé dai giau ¢ dudi goi... mdc du nhw vy nam
khong dugc thodi mai 1am, vi n6 hoi bi cdm, dng hiéu téi noi gi roi chir.
Nhung né khong & lung tung bén ngoai. Toi ké dén dau r6i nhi?”

“Thwa ba, ba nhan ra la c6 mot nguoi dan ong ¢ trong khoang ctia ba.”

“Vang, phdi roi, t6i nam d6 nham mat, va t6i suy nghi minh phai lam sao
day, roi toi nghi: ‘Cling may ma con gai t6i khong biét to6i & trong hoan
canh thé nay.” Va roi, bang cach nao do, t6i tran tinh lai. T6i 14y tay do dam
r6i nhan vao nut chudng goi 6ng phu trach toa t&i. T6i nhan, réi nhan nita,
ma chang thay gi ca.

Cac ong biét khong, téi twdng nhu tim t6i muén ngitng dap. Toi ty nhu:
“Troi oi, c6 khi chiing da giét tat cd moi ngwdoi trén tau nay réi.” Tau dang
dirng hay sao do6, va t6i caAm thay cé mot sy
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im ang kho6 chiu trong khong khi. Nhung t6i c tiép tuc nhan cai nait
chudng dé, va 6! That 1a nhe nhom khi nghe thdy cé tiéng

chan ngoai hanh lang gap rut t6i va tiéng go ctra. Toi hét 1én:

“Vao di!’, cung ldc t6i bat dén. Va cac dng cé tin n6i khong, chang c6 ma
nao ¢ do ca.”

DPoi véi ba Hubbard, diéu nay c6é vé nhw lam cho tinh hinh di 1én cuyc dinh
chit khong hé thoai trao.

“Roi sau do thé nao, thwa ba?”

“A, toi n6i cho ong phu trach toa chuyén gi xay ra, nhung ong ta c6 vé
khong tin t6i. Chac la 6ng ta nghi t6i nam mo thay tat ca

nhitng chuyén d6. T6i bao 6ng ta nhin dudi ghé, nhung 6ng ta n6i & do
khong c6 da cho dé nguai ta chui vao. R0 rang la ga dan 6ng dé da tron di,
nhung han ta da ¢ d6. T6i mudn phat dién 1én vi cai cach 6ng phu trach toa
cd trdn an t6i! T6i dau phai la loai ngwdi dwng chuyén, cé phai khong
ong... Tén ong la gi nhi?”

“Toi 1a Poirot, thwa ba. Con day la 6ng Bouc, gidam doc cong ty.
Va day la bac si Constantine.”

“Rat han hanh dwgc biét cac 6ng,” vdi vé 1o dénh, ba Hubbard lau bau chao
ca ba r6i tiép tuc dan sau vao cau chuyén cua ba.

“T6i chang bao gio lam ra vé minh tinh tdo mdc du t6i c6 la nhw thé di nia.
To6i chot nghi ra dé chinh la céi lao & khoang ké

bén... cai lao dang thwong vira mdi bi giét ay. Thé 1a to6i bao ong phu trach
toa xem thit canh ctra thong hai khoang, hoa ra la né khong dwogc chét lai.
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Thay vay, t0i bao 6ng dy chot né lai, va khi 6ng ay di khoi, téi con ngoi day
lay chiéc va-li chan né lai cho chac an.”

“Chuyén do dién ra ldc may gio vay, ba Hubbard?”

“Chac chan thi t6i khong thé néi dugce. Toi chang xem gio lam
gi. T6i bi r6i qua ma.”

“Va lap luan cua ba hiéen gio la gi?”

“A, toi c6 thé noi rang chuyén nay rat 1a dé hidu. Gi dan ong trong khoang
cua toi chinh la hung thu. Con ai vao day niva?”

“Va ba nghi rang han da tron ra qua canh ctra thong khoang?”
“Lam sao toi biét dwgc han di dau? Mat t6i nham tit lai r6i ma.”
“Chac la han thoat qua canh ctva ra hanh lang.”

“Toi khong thé néi gi. Ong biét roi d6, mét téi nhim tit roi.”

Ba Hubbard thé ra mot hoi ro dai.

“Troi i, téi sg chét khiép! Con géi t6i ma biét...”

“Thwa ba, ba c6 nghi rang tiéng dong ma ba nghe thay la do ai dé di chuyén
& khoang ké bén, titc khoang ctia nguwoi bi giét?”

“Khong, t6i khong nghi vdy... sao thé duwgc?... Ong Poirot, gd dan ong dy
¢ ngay do, trong cung mét khoang vdi t6i. Va hon nita, t6i c6 bang ching
vé diéu dé!”

Mot cach dac thang, ba dit ra mot chiéc tii xach tay 16n r6i bat dau luc loi
bén trong no.
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Ba lay lan lwot ra hai chiéc khan tay 16n sach sé, cap kinh gong sttng, mot
lo thudc aspirin, mot bich mu6i Glauber, mot 6ng nhya chita nhitng vién
keo bac ha mau xanh sang, m6t chum chia khéa, mét chiéc kéo, mot tap chi
phiéu ctia American Express, mot tdm anh 14y lién chup hinh mét diva bé
trong cwe ky chat phac, vai 14 thwe, nam chuoi hat gia ctia phwong Dong va
mot vat nho bang kim loai: mét chiéc cc 4o.

“Cac ong thiy chiéc cic nay chit? Khéng c6 chiéc 4o nao cua téi cé cuc
nay. Khong c6 bat & thit gi ctia téi c6 cai ctic nay. Sang nay, khi thirc day,
toi phat hién ra ng.”

Khi ba dat chiéc ctc 1én ban, Bouc nhoai ngudi téi, phat ra mot tiéng reo.
“Nhung day la cic do dong phuc cua phu trach toa ma!”

“Co6 mot cach gidi thich rat ti nhién cho chuyén nay,” Poirot noi.

Ong tir ton quay sang ba ngudi My.

“Thwa ba, chiéc cic nay c6 thé roi ra tr dong phuc ctia 6ng phu trach toa,
hodc la trong lic 6ng dy kham xét trong khoang, hodc la trong lic 6ng ay
lam giwong tw dém trudce.”

“T6i that khong hiéu noi tat ca cac nguwdi cé van dé gi. Hinh nhw cac nguoi
cha lam gi ca, chi biét phan bac ma théi. Gid thi hdy nghe t6i n6i day. Toi
qua, tredce khi ngu, t6i doc mot to tap chi. Trwdc khi tat den, toi dat to tap
chi Ién mot chiéc thung &

trén san, gan ctta s6. Cac 6ng nghe kip chii?”

Ho xac nhan vaéi ba la nghe Kkip.

“T6t 14m, vay thi thé nay. Ong phu trach toa ditng gan ctra nhin xuéng dudi
ghé, r6i 6ng dy budc vao chot canh cira gitta khoang t6i va khoang ké bén,
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nhung chang lic nao ong ta lai gan ctra s6. Va sang nay thi chi€c clic nam
ngay trén to tap chi.

T6i mudn biét cac 6ng goi nhuw thé la thé nao day?”

“Thua ba, toi goi do la mot chitng c,” Poirot nhe nhang dap.
Cau tra loi nay co6 vé lam cho ba ngwoi My diu di.

“T6i ct nhw bi tréu ngwoi néu ai d6 khong tin t6i,” ba phan bua.
“Ba da cung cap cho ching t6i mdt chitng c ly tha va gia tri

nhat,” Poirot ngot ngao noi. “Bay gio, toi co6 thé hoi ba vai cau duwgc khong
a?”

“Pugc qua chu.”

“Ba tirng thay kho chiu véi ong Ratchett d6. Thé thi tai sao ba khéng chot
canh ctra thong hai khoang lai?”

“T6i chét roi day chir!” Ba Hubbard phan phéo lai ngay tic thi.
“0), ra ba di chot r6i?”
“Thoéi dwgc, that ra la to6i c6 nhd ¢6 em Thuy Dién... cdi co thiét la dé

thuwong dy... coi gitm xem canh ctta da duwgc chot chwa. Co ay néi la chot

16i.”
“V1 sao ba khong ty coi duvgc?”

“V1i toi dang nam trén giwong va tui dwng do vé sinh cua toi thi treo ngay &
tay nam ctra.”

“Luc ba nho ¢6 dy coi gium la vao khoang may gio?”
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“Pé t6i nghi xem. Hinh nhw khodng mudi gio redi hay muwdi mot gio kém
muoi lam hay sao dé. Co dy dén dé xin t6i aspirin.

Toi chi chd cho c6 ta tim, va c6 ta 1y no twr tdi cha t6i.”
“Con ban than ba thi van nam trén giwvong?”

“Vang.”

Bat chot, ba bat cuoi.

“T0i nghiép co6 em... c6 ay that la dé mén. Cac ong biét khong, c6 ay da
md& nham cénh ctra khoang bén canh.”

“Khoang 6ng Ratchett ay a?”

“Vang. Ong ciing biét viéc tim khoang khé khan thé nao khi phai di doc tau
ma tat cd cac canh ctra thi déu da dong. Co6 dy da m@ nham ctra. Co6 dy rat
bdi rdi vé chuyén nay. Hinh nhw 1ao dy da pha 1én cuwdi, va toi nghi 1a 1do da
noi diéu gi d6 khong dé

nghe 1dm. C6 em toi nghiép, c6 ay dé birng hét ca mit. ‘Oi! Em bi

nham r6i.” C6 ay néi. ‘Xau ho qua, em bi nham. Cai 6ng dé khong t6t.” Co
ay noi thé. ‘Ong ta néi: Em gia qua roi, em 0i.””
Bac si Constantine phi cuwoi va lap tiec ba Hubbard lam cho nu

cuoi dy dong bang lai bang mot cai lvom.

“N6i nang nhw thé véi phu nit chitng t6 1do ay khong phai la nguwoi tot dep
gl,” ba noi. “Co gi hay ho dau ma cuoi.”

Bac si Constantine v0i vang xin 16i.
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“Ba c6 nghe thay tiéng dong gi trong khoang cua 6ng Ratchett sau dé
khong?” Poirot hoi.

“A... cling khong hin.”

“Y ba la sao, thra ba?”

“A...” ba ngap ngiing. “Lao iy ngdy.”

“Al! 6ng ay ngay a?”

“Khung khiép. Bém tredc téi khong thé nga dugc vi 1ldo.”

“Sau cai lic ba lo lang c6 nguwoi trong khoang ctia ba thi ba c6 con nghe
thdy ong ta ngdy khong?”

“Ong Poirot 3, tdi nghe thay thé nao duwgc? Lio dy chét roi ma.”
“A, vang, qua 1a vay,” Poirot néi. Ong c6 vé béi réi. “Ba con nhé
vu an bat c6c Armstrong chi¥, ba Hubbard?” 6ng hoi.

“Nhg, t6i nhd chir. Thé quai nao ma ga 4c 6n do lai thoat t0i dwgc nhi? Gap
toi thi t6i cho han biét tay.”

“Han ta khong thoat. Han da chét r6i. Han chét t6i hom qua.”

“Ong ditng noéi 1a...” Ba Hubbard hoi nhém day khéi ghé do khich dong.
“Nhung chinh la thé day. Ratchett chinh la han.”

“Tot! Diéu dé rat tot! T6i phdi viét thu ké lai cho con gai méi dugce. Day,
thi t6i da ndi véi 6ng t6i qua rang ldo ay cé khuén mat gian ac r6i ma. Hoa
ra dung nhv vay, ong thady chwa? Con gai toi thwong noi: ‘Me ma cé linh

tinh thi ci¥ viéc vét dén dong do6-la cudi cung ra ma danh ca, thé nao ciing
thang.””
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“Ba c0 quen ai trong gia dinh Armstrong khong, ba Hubbard?”

“Khong. Ho giao du trong mot gidi rat cao cap. Nhung t6i nghe noi ba
Armstrong la mot phu nit cire ky dé mén con 6ng chong thi ton tho ba ay.”

“T6t 1am, ba Hubbard, ba da gitip ching t6i rat nhiéu... rat rat nhiéu. Ba
cho toi biét tén ho day dua dugc khong a?”

“A, di nhién. Caroline Martha Hubbard.”

“Ba c6 thé viét dia chi cua ba ra day duwgce khong?”

Ba Hubbard lam theo, miéng van khéng ngirng nai.

“T6i van khong thé nu6t tréi chuyén nay. Cassetti & trén tau.
Va t6i da o6 linh tinh vé lao dy, ding khéng, 6ng Poirot?”
“Vang, ding vay, thura ba. Nhan tién, ba c6 chiéc 4o khoac nga
bang lya mau dé nao khoéng a?”

“Troi 0, hoi gi la vay! Khong! Toi mang theo hai chiéc do
khoac nga: mot chiéc bang vai flannel mau hong mac rat dé

chiu khi di tau bién, chiéc kia do con gai t6i tang, mot loai 4o khodac dia
phwong bang lua mau tim. Nhung thé quai nao 6ng lai di héi vé do khoac
ngu cua toi vay?”

“Ba hiéu cho, thwa ba, dém qua c6 ai d6 mac bé kimono mau dé da vao
khoang ctia ba hay khoang 6ng Ratchett. Nhw ba néi ban nay, rat kh6 ma
phan biét cac khoang khi ma tét ca cac canh ctta déu déng.”

“Thoi dugc, nhung khong cé ai mdc ao khoac ngii mau do vao khoang ctia
toi ca.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Thé thi ngwoi phu nit &y han da vao khoang 6ng Ratchett.”

Ba Hubbard mim méi, qua quyét néi:

“Chuyén dé khong lam t6i ngac nhién chut nao.”

Poirot nhoai nguai ra trde.

“Vay la ba cé nghe thdy mot giong nit & khoang bén canh?”

“Ong Poirot, ching hiéu sao 6ng doan dugc. T6i khong thuc si

nghe thdy. Nhung... thoi... sy thuc 1a sy thue. Toi 6 nghe thay day.”

“Nhung sao méi day khi t6i hoi ba cé nghe thay gi & khoang ké bén khong
ba lai n6i chi nghe tiéng 6ng Ratchett ngay?”

“Thi sy that 1a vdy ma. Ong dy di ngdy trong mot quang thoi gian. Con
trong quang thoi gian con lai thi...” Ba Hubbard do

btrng mat. “Chuyén dé dau c6 tién ndi ra.”
“Ba nghe thdy giong nit vao lic may gio?”
“T6i khong noi dugc. Toi tinh day mot phut va chot nghe co

tiéng phu nit néi chuyén, ma ngudi nay dang ¢ dau thi qua ro réi. Cho nén,
toi nghi: ‘Loai dan 6ng nhw 1ao 4y thi cé gi 1a la.

Minh chang thay gi la bat ngd cd.” cho nén tdi ngu tiép. Chac chan la toi
khong doi nao noi ra loai chuyén nay cho ba ngwoi xa la cac 6ng néu nhw

cac ong khong budc toi phai noi.”

“Chuyén do6 dién ra trudc hay sau khi ba lo s¢ ¢6 nguwdi dan 6ng trong
khoang ba?”
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“A, thi ciing giong nhv ban ndy dé théi! Ong ay khong thé tiép ngudi phu
nit kia néu 6ng dy da chét réi, dung khéng nao?”

“Pardon, thuwa ba. Chac ba nghi t6i ngdc 1am phai khong a?”

“T6i nghi 6ng kiéu nhu chi bi r6i tri day do6 chut thdi. Ban than t6i cling con
chwa nuot troi viéc 1lao ay chinh la con quai vat Cassetti. Nhw con gai t6i thi
no sé noi...”

Poirot khéo 1éo gitp ba ngudi My tot tinh kia gom do6 dac ctia ba bé vao tai
roi tién chan ba ra dén tan cwra.

Vao phtit cubi, 6ng chgt noi:
“Ba danh roi khan tay, thua ba.”
Ba Hubbard nhin chiéc khan tay xinh xan ma 6ng chia cho ba.

“Khong phai khan cua t6i, 6ng Poirot a. Toi bo khan tay cta t6i vao tdi roi
ma.”

“Pardon. Toi ct twdng cua ba vi trén do co theu chiv H...”

“A, ciing la nhi, nhung chic chin né khong phai ctia t6i. Cua tdi c6 théu
chit C.M.H., va chuing la vat hitu ich ch khong phai cai thit cia rém mac
tién Paris kia. Cai thit khan tay dé thi dung dwgc cho miii cua ai ha troi?”

Co vé nhv khong ai trong ba ngudi dan ong tra 10i duge cau hoi nay, va ba
Hubbard dac thang buéc ra ngoai.
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CHUONG 5

Loi chitng cta ba Thuy Dién
Bouc van dang cam chiéc ctic ma ba Hubbard dé lai.

“Chiéc cuc nay... T6i khong thé hiéu noi. Liéu né cé chi ra rang Pierre
Michel c¢6 dinh liu vao vu nay béng cach chi d6?” Ong khong khéi thic
mac. Ngirng lai mot ldc, ong lai tiép tuc khi thdy Poirot khéng tra 10i.
“Theo ong thi thé nao, 6ng ban?”

“Chiéc ctic nay... n6 ggi y mot so6 kha nang,” Poirot tram tw

noi. “Ta hay phong van tiép ba Thuy Dién di, sau d6 hang thao luan vé cac
chitng c@ thu thap dugc.”

Ong luc tim trong chong hd chiéu & trvdc mit.
“Al day roi. Greta Ohlsson, bon muoi chin tu6i.”

Bouc ra 1énh cho ngudi phu trach toa an udng, va liac nay thi ba Thuy bién
véi bui téc vang lat mau va khuon mat dai, hién hau giéng mat ctru dang
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khép nép budc vao. Ba giwong mat nhin Poirot qua cdp muc kinh nhung
van rat im lang.

Hoa ra la ba hiéu va néi dugc tiéng Phap, cho nén cudc trao doi da dién ra
bang ng6n ngit nay. Thoat tién, Poirot dwa ra

nhitng cau héi ma 6ng da biét trwedc cau tra 16i: tén, tudi, dia chi.
Sau do6, ong hoi vé cong viéc cta ba.

Ba cho biét ba la y ta trudng trong mot treong dong gan Stamboul. Ba la
mot y ta lanh nghé.

“Thwa ba, ba biét chuyén gi xdy ra dém qua roéi chit?”

“Tat nhién. That la kinh khing! Va ba nguwdi My c6 noi vdi téi rang hung
tha da ¢ ngay trong khoang ctia ba ay.”

“Thwa ba, toi nghe ndi ba la nguwdi cudi cung trong thdy ngwoi bi giét khi
ong dy con song?”

“Toi cling khong biét nita. Co6 thé la vay. Téi m& nham phaéi cra khoang
ong ay. Toi rat la xau hé. D6 1a mot so suat khién t6i rat nguong.”

“Thé ba cé trong thdy 6ng ta khong?”

“C6 a. Ong ay dang doc sach. T6i voi vang xin 16i r6i lui ra.”

“Ong ta c6 néi gi v6i ba khong?”

Mot chut sac do xudt hién trén doi ma tiét hanh ctia ba Ohlsson.

“Ong ay cudi va néi vai 10i. T6i... tdi nghe khong rd 1&m.”

“Va ba da lam gi sau do6, thwa ba?” Poirot hdi, t€ nhi lwét qua tinh huéng

nay.
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“Toi di dén khoang cta ba nguwdi My, ba Hubbard day a. T6i héi xin ba ay
vai vién aspirin va ba ay da cho t6i.”

“Ba dy c6 nhd ba xem canh ctta thng v6i khoang 6ng Ratchett da chot
chua, dung khong a?”

“Da dang.”

“Thé n6 da chot chwa?”

“Roi a.”

“Sau do thi sao?”

“Sau do t6i tré vé khoang cta to6i, uéng aspirin roi di nam.”
“Nhitng chuyén nay xdy ra lic may gio?”

“Luc t6i 1én giwong 1a mwoi mot gio kém nam, vi t6i cé nhin dong ho tay
trede khi len day cot.”

“Ba ngu co nhanh khong?”

“Khong nhanh lam a. Pau t6i do dau hon, nhung t6i van thao thitc mot
khoang thoi gian.”

“Trudc khi ba ngu, tau da ding lai chwa?”

“T6i khong cho la vay. Hinh nhu tau c6 ditng ¢ ga nao dé. Luc do toi da
thiu thiu ngu.”

“Han do la ga Vincovci. Bay gio hdy xem khoang ctia ba nhé, cé phdi la
day khong a?” ong tro vao so do.

“Phai a.”
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“Ba @ givong tren hay givong dugi?”
“Giwong dudi a, s6 10.”
“Co ai 0 cung khoang vd&i ba khong?”

“Da c6 a, mot 6 gai nguwoi Anh. Co ay rat tot, rat dé thuwong. Co ay khai
hanh tw Baghdad.”

“Sau khi tau rdi Vincovci, c6 ady c6 roi khoi khoang khéng?”
“Khong a. T6i chac chan la khong.”

“Lam sao ba dam chac khi ma ba da ngua?”

“T6i ngu rat chap chon. T6i rat nhay tiéng dong. Néu co ta tw
giwong trén leo xuong thi chac chan toi sé tinh day ngay.”
“Ban than ba co roi khoang Itic nao khong?”

“Khong, cho dén tan sang.”

“Ba c6 bo kimono lyua mau do nao khong, thwa ba?”

“Khong a. T6i c6 mot bo 4o khoac ngu rat thodi mai bang vai len Jaeger.
Loai a0 mau hoa ca lgt nguoi ta thwong mua 6

phuwong Bong day a.”
Poirot gat dau. R6i 6ng néi bang mot giong than mat:
“Ba thyc hién cugc hanh trinh nay v6i muc dich gi? Nghi phép u?”

“Vang a, toi nghi phép vé nha. Nhung trudc khi vé toi dinh ghé Lausanne &
chai cho chi téi chirng mot tuan.”
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“Ba vui long ghi lai cho toi tén tudi va dia chi cta chi ba, c6 duge khong
a?”

“Pugc chit a.”

Ba cam lay to gidy va cdy bit ma ong trao cho roi viét ra tén va dia chi theo
nhw 6ng yéu cau.

“Ba dén My bao gid chwa, thwa ba?”

“Chuwa a. Suyt nita la dugc. Toi duge giao dwa mot ba bi liét sang bén MY,
nhung chuyén di bi hiy vao phit cudi. Toi da rat ti€c nudi. Nguwoi My, ho
rat tot. Ho cho rat nhiéu tién dé xay trwong hoc va bénh vién. Ho cling rat
thue té.”

“Ba nh@ xem, cé bao gid ba nghe noi vé vu an bat c6c Armstrong khong?”
“Khong, vu do ra sao a?”
Poirot giai thich.

Greta Ohlsson 16 vé bat nhan. Bui toc vang cta ba ciing rung 1én theo cam
xuc cua ba.
“Trén doi nay c6 nhitng ngudi tan ac vay sao? D6 qua 1a mot thi thach doi

v6i ditc tin cta ching ta. Ba me that t6i nghiép. To6i thay thwong ba ay

»

qua.

Ba Thuy Dién dang mén roi toa, khuon mat hién hau ctia ba do birng, doi
mat ba ngan 1é.

Poirot cam cui viét Ién mot to gidy.

“Ong viét gi d6, 6ng ban?” Bouc héi.
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“Mon cher, t6i c6 tho6i quen phdi chi ly va ngan nap. T6i dang 1ap mot tam
bang nho vé trinh tw cac sy kién.”

Ong hoan tat viéc ghi chép va chuyén t& gidy cho Bouc.

8g15: Tau roi Belgrade.

Khoang 9g40: Ngudi hau roi Rachett, dé lai 6ng nay vdi ly thude ngu.
Khoéang 10g00: MacQueen roi Ratchett.

Khoadng 10g40: Greta Ohlsson trong thay Ratchett (lan cudi dugc thay khi
con song).

Luu y - Ong ta dang thitc, doc sach.
0g10: Tau roi Vincovci (tré).
0g30: Tau bi ket do bao tuyét.

0g37: Ratchett goi chuéng. Phu trach toa dén. Ratchett néi: “Ce n’est rien.
Je me suis trompé. ”’

Khoang 1g17: Ba Hubbard cho rang c6 mét ngudi dan 6ng trong khoang
ctia ba. Bam chuo6ng goi phu trach toa.

Bouc gat dau tan thanh.

“Rat ro rang,” 6ng khang dinh.

“Co diéu gi ong thay la khong?”

“Khong, moi thi c6 vé rat rd rang va an khép véi nhau. Co vé

nhu vu an mang chac chan da dién ra vao lic 1g15. Chiéc dong ho lam

chitng da cho ta thdy diéu do, va cdu chuyén cta ba Hubbard cling khép
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nita. Phan tdi, ti cling ¢ suy dodn dwgc hung thi. Ong ban a, t6i d4m néi
d6 chinh 1a ga by con nguoi Y.

Han t* My dén... tir Chicago... va hdy nhé rang dao la vii khi s@

tredng ctia ngudi Y, v6i lai hin dam khong phai mot nhat ma 1a nhiéu
nhat.”

“Pung vay.”
“Khong nghi ngo gi nita, do chinh 1a 16i gidi cho bi an nay.

Chac chan han da thong dong véi Ratchett trong hoat dong bat coc. Cassetti
1a mot cai tén Y. Cach nao dé, Ratchett da c6 hanh dong ma ta thudng goi
1a choi khim déi v6i hdn. Ga ngudi Y da truy lung ldo, gii trwde cho ldo
nhitng 14 thw canh céo, r6i cudi cung tra thu ldo mot cach hung bao. That la
qua don gian.”

Poirot lac dau, vé hoai nghi.
“Toi e rang khong don gian nhw vay dau,” ong thi tham noi.

“Con t6i thi t6i tin chac do la sy that,” Bouc ndi, cang lic cang say swa vGi
gia thuyét cia minh.

“Con chuyén 6ng ngudi hau bi dau ring theé ring anh chang Y
do6 khong heé roi khéi khoang thi sao?”

“Po6 1a mot cho kha.”

Poirot nhdy mat.

“Pung, chi tiét dé that 1a phién toai. That khong may cho ly thuyét cia ong,
va ciing 1a cyc ky may mén cho anh ban Y cua ching ta vi 6ng nguoi hau
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cua Ratchett da bi dau rang.”
“Piéu do sé co 10i giai thich,” Bouc néi, vé cuc ky t tin.
Poirot lai lac dau.

“Khong dau, dau c6 don gian nhv thé,” 6ng lam bam.

CHUONG 6

Loi ching ctia ba Cong chua Nga

“Ta hay nghe Pierre Michel néi gi vé chiéc cic cta ong ay da,”
Poirot noi.

Ong phu trach toa dwoc triéu tap 1an nita. Ong nhin ho, vé

thac mac.

Bouc dang hang réi néi:
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“Michel a. Pay la chiéc cic tir dong phuc cia 6ng. N6 duwgce tim thiy trong
khoang ctia ba ngudi M§. Ong néi gi vé chiéc ctic nay?”

Tay cua phu trach toa ty dong so soang bd dong phuc.

“T6i c6 bi mat chiéc cic nao dau a,” 6ng noi. “Chac c6 lam lan gi & day.”
“Chuyén nay rat la.”

“T6i khong thé giai thich chuyén dé, thwa 6ng.”

Ong ta c6 vé strng sot, nhung khong hé c6 bidu hién sai 16i hay béi réi nao.
Bouc noi day an y:

“Theo nhu tinh huéng ma né dwgc tim ra thi ré rang la chiéc cic nay da
dwgc ngwoi da vao phong ba Hubbard t6i qua dé lai, Iic ba ay goi chuong.”

“Nhung thwa 6ng, 1am gi c6 ai & d6! Ba do6 chac chi twéng twgng ra thoi a.”

“Ba dy khong twong twong ra dau, Michel. Hung tht giét 6ng Ratchett da di
theo 16i d6... va dé lai chiéc ctic nay.”

Hiéu ra an y nhitng 10i 1€ cia Bouc, Pierre Michel roi vao mot trang thai
cuc ky boi roi.

“Khong dung, thwa ong. Diéu d6 khong ding!” ong ta la 1én.

“Ong dang két toi tdi. Toi dy a? Tdi vo tdi. Toi tuyét ddi vo toi. C

gi t0i phai giét mot nguwdi ma t6i chwa bao gio gap trude day?”

“Ong & dau khi ba Hubbard bdm chuéng goi?”

“T6i da noi ro6i, thwa ong, toi & toa ké bén, dang noéi chuyén véi dong

nghiép.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Chung toi sé hoi ong ta.”
“Ctr hoi di, thva 6ng, toi van ong ddy. Ct héi di.”

Phu trach toa ké bén dugc triéu tap. Ong ta 1ap titc xac nhan 15i khai cta
Pierre Michel, 6ng néi thém rang nguwdi phu trach toa Bucharest cling c6
mat ¢ d6. Ba nguwdi ho thao luan vé tinh hinh ma tran tuyét gay ra. Ho trao
doi duwgc ching muwoi phiat thi Michel néi hinh nhw 6ng nghe c6 tiéng
chudng. Lic 6ng mé& cac canh ctra thong hai toa, ho déu nghe tiéng chudng
rat r6. Michel da hoc téc chay vé dé phuc vu.

“Ong thdy chua a, t6i khong c6 toi,” Michel thét 1én day lo
lang.

“Con chiéc cuc tir dong phuc cta phu trach toa nay thi 6ng gidi thich ra
saon?”

“Toi khong thé giai thich, thwa 6ng. D6 1a bi an doi véi t6i. Tat ca cac clc
cda toi van con nguyén day ma.”

Ca hai ngudi phu trach toa kia déu tuyén bo khong mat chiéc ctic nao. Hon
nita, ho chang cé lic nao buwéc vao khoang ctia ba Hubbard.

“Binh tinh di, Michel,” Bouc c6 trdn an, “hdy c6 nh¢ lai xem khi 6ng chay
toi tra 10i chuong cua ba Hubbard, ong c6 gdp ai do ngoai hanh lang
khong?”

“Khong, thwa ong.”
“Ong c6 thdy ai dang roi xa 6ng, di doc hanh lang ra hwéng kia khong?”
“Cling khong, thwa ong.”

“La nhi,” Bouc noi.
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“Khong la 1am dau,” Poirot nhe nhang chinh lai. “Chi la van dé

thoi gian théi. Ba Hubbard tinh day, phat hién cé nguoi trong khoang ba ay.
Trong mot, hai phit ba &y nam bat dong, mat nham tit. R6i ba dy bat dau
bdm chudng, nhung 6ng phu trach toa khong dén ngay. Phéai dén tiéng
chuong thtr ba hay tha tw

ong ay mdi nghe thay. T6i cé thé néi khodng thoi gian dé la du
da...”

“Du da dé lam gi? D€ lam gi vay, mon cher? Hay nhd rang quanh tau la
nhitng dong tuyét day.”

“C6 hai 16i thoat mé ra cho hung tha bi an ctia ching ta,”

Poirot chdm rai néi. “Han c6 thé trén vao nha vé sinh hay trén vao mot
trong cac khoang.”

“Nhung tit ca cac khoang déu cé ngudi ¢ ma!”

“Phai.”

“Y 6ng 1a hin trén vao khoang ctia chinh hin?”

Poirot gat dau.

“Khép day, khdp day,” Bouc thi tham. “Trong mudi phit phu

trach toa vang mdt, hung tht ra khoi khoang ctia han, di dén khoang cta
Ratchett, giét ong ta, khda va cai xich cira lai tir bén trong, thoat ra qua
khoang ctia ba Hubbard r6i an toan tré vé

khoang ctia han tredce khi phu trach toa kip dén.”

Poirot thi tham dap:
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“Khong qua don gian nhw vay dau, 6ng ban. Ong ban bac si
cua chung ta @ day s€ noi cho ong hay.”
V6i mot cai khoat tay, Bouc ra hiéu cho ba ngwoi phu trach toa roi di.

“Ta con phai gdp tam hanh khach nita,” Poirot n6i. “Nam hanh khach hang
nhat gom Cong chiia Dragomiroff, Ba twéc va B4 twéc Phu nhan Andrenyi,
Pai ta Arbuthnot va 6ng Hardman.

Ba hanh khach hang hai gom c6 Debenham, Antonio Foscarelli va ba ngwoi
hau Fraulein Schmidt.”

“Ong dinh gdp ai trudc, ga ngudi Y ching?”
“Sao Ong ct* bam riét 1y cai anh chang nguoi Y cia ong thé!
Khong, ta sé bat dau tw trén dinh ngon cay. C6 1€ ba Cong chia sé

phai ha c6 danh chat thoi gian cta ba cho ching ta théi. Michel, 6ng hay
chuyén 16i maoi nay cho ba ta.”

“Oui, Monsieur. ” Phu trach toa néi réi chuan bi roi toa.

“No6i v6i ba ay la ching t6i c6 thé cho tai khoang cia ba dy néu ba ay
khong muon phai dén day cho rac r6i,” Bouc néi véi theo.

Nhung ba Cong chia da khwdc tir dac quyén nay. Ba xuat hién tai toa an
uong, khé gat dau roi ngoi xudng doi dién vai Poirot.

Khuon mat nho nhw mat céc caa ba trong con vang vot hon ca
ngay hom treede. Ba xau khoi phdi néi, nhung, cling giong nhw
coc, ba c6 do6i mat nhw da quy, den sam va doc doan, tiét 16 mot nang lwong

ngam ngam va mot si‘c manh tri tué co6 thé cdm gidc thay ngay tic thi.
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Giong cua ba sau, dut khoat, véi mot chit am the thé.

Ba cat ngang nhitng 15i xin 16i bong bay cta Bouc.

“Cac 6ng khong can phai xin 16i. T6i biét c6 an mang dién ra.
Di nhién, cic 6ng phéi phong van tat ca hanh khach. Trong kha
nang cua toi, toi san sang lam moi thit dé gitp cac 6ng.”

“Ba that dé mén, thwa ba,” Poirot dap 10i.

“Khong dau. D6 1a bon phan ma. Cac 6ng can biét gi nao?”

“Da thwra, tén thanh day da va dia chi cia ba. C6 thé ba mong muoén dwoc
tw tay viét ra chang?” Poirot nang t& gidy lén cung véi cay but, nhung ba
Cong chua gat chung ra.

“Ong viét cling dwgc,” ba néi. “Khong c6 gi khé dau: Natalia Dragomiroff,
sO 17 dai 10 Kléber, Paris.”

“Thua ba, ba dang tir Constantinople vé nha phai khong a?”

“Phai, tdi ngu ¢ Toa dai sit Ao. Ngudi hau cta t6i di cling t6i.”

“Ba c6 thé nao néi van tat cho ching t6i moi di chuyén ctia ba dém hém
qua, ké ti* sau bita chiéu?”

“Pugc thoi. Toi dan phu trach toa lam giwong cho toi trong Itc toi ¢ toa an
udng. Toi vé giwong lap titrc sau khi an. Toi doc sach dén muwdi mot gio thi
tat den. Toi khong ngu dugce do nhitng con dau té thap. Bén khodng mot
gid muoi lam, td6i bam chudng cho goi ngwdi hau. Co ta xoa bop cho t6i r6i

doc sach cho t6i nghe cho dén khi t6i ngu. T6i khong biét ¢o6 ay roi t6i lic
nao. Viéc nay co6 thé la trong ntra tiéng, cé thé la lau hon.”
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“Luc do tau da ding chwa?”

“Tau da dung r6i.”

“Trong thoi gian do, ba khong nghe thiy diéu gi bat thwong chi a?”
“To6i khong nghe thay gi bat thuong.”

“Tén nguwdi hau caa ba la gi?”

“Hildegarde Schmidt.”

“Ba dy phuc vu ba lau chwa a?”

“Muoi lam nam.”

“Theo ba, ba ay c6 dang tin cay khong a?”

“Tuyét doi. Gia dinh co6 dy lam viéc trong dién trang tai Pic thudc vé
nguoi chong qua c¢o cua t6i.”

“Ba titng dén My r6i chit a?”

“Nhiéu lan.”

“Ba c6 quen biét mot gia dinh mang ho Armstrong khong...
mot gia dinh da gap phai tham hoga?”

V6i mot thoang xic dong trong giong noi, ba Cong chua gia tra
10i:

“Ong dang néi dén nhitng ngudi ban cta toi dé, thwa 6ng.”

“Vay chac ba biét 10 Pai td Armstrong chir a?”
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“T6i biét ong ta so so; nhung vg cua ong ta, Sonia Armstrong la con gai d&
dau cua t6i. T6i la ban cia me co ay, nit dién vién Linda Arden. Linda
Arden la m6t tai nang 16n, mot trong nhitng dién vién bi kich vi dai nhat thé
gidi. Trong vai ba Macbeth, trong vai Magda, khong ai c6 thé sanh v&i ba
ay. T6i khong chi

nguong mo tai nang nghé thut ctia ba 4y ma con la ban bé cta ba.”
“Ba dy da twr tran?”

“Khong, khong, ba dy con song, nhung ba dy song hoan toan an dat. Sitrc
khoe cua ba ay rdt mong manh, phan 16n thoi gian ba dy phdi nam trén
truong ky.”

“T6i nhé hinh nhw ba dy con mot co con gai khac?”
“Phai, c6 ay it tu6i hon ba Armstrong rat nhiéu.”

“Va co ay con séng chir a?”

“D1 nhiéen.”

“Co ay ¢ dau?”

Ba Cong chua gia li€c 6ng bang 4nh mat bén nhu dao.

“Xin 6ng cho biét 1y do ctia nhitng cau hoi nay. N6 lién quan gi dén van
de... titc vu muu sat trén con tau nay khéng?”

“N6 lién quan nhw thé nay day a, thwa ba: nguoi dan 6ng bi

giét chinh 1a ngudi chiu trach nhiém cho viéc bat céc va séat hai con gai cta
ba Armstrong.”

“A"’
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Cap chan may thang bong cum lai. Cong chda Dragomiroff hoi wdn thang
nguoi len.

“Thé thi, theo quan diém cua t6i, an mang nay la mot sy viéc rat dang hoan
nghénh! Xin 6ng bo 16i cho cach nhin thién kién ctia t6i.”

“NO cling hop ly thoi ma, thwa ba. Nhung xin hay trd lai v6i cau hoi ma ba
chuva tra 10i. Co con gai tht hai cua ba Linda Arden, tttc em cta ba
Armstrong, hién dang ¢ dau?”

“Thanh that ma néi t6i khong thé cho ong biét, thwa 6ng. T6i da mat lién
lac vé&i thé hé tré. T6i tin rang co6 ay da lay chong nguwdi Anh vai nam truée
day va chuyén sang song ¢ Anh, nhung hién thoi toi khong thé nhd ra tén
ong nay.”

Ba dirng lai mot phiit r6i néi tiép:
“Ong con chuyén gi hoi tdi nita khong?”

“Chi m6t cau héi nita thoi, thira ba, mét cau héi c6 phan hoi riéng tw. D6 la
vé mau sac chiéc do khoac ngu cua ba.”

Cdp chan may cua ba Cong chua hoi nhudn len.
“T6i nghi han 6ng phai c6 1y do dé dat ra mot cau hoi nhw thé.
Ao khoac ngti clia toi bing vai xa-tanh mau xanh.”

“Khong con gi nita, thwa ba. T6i rat biét on ba da tra 16i thang than cac cau
hoi cuta t6i.”

Ba Cong chuia phac mot dong tac bang ban tay deo day nhan

roi ditng day. Nhitng ngwdi con lai cling ditng day theo. Ba dgm di nhung
chot dirng lai.
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“T6i xin 10i, thira 6ng,” ba noéi, “ong co thé cho toi biét tén cua 6ng dugc
khong a? Khudn mdt 6ng t6i thay hinh nhw quen quen.”

“Thuwra ba, tén cua t6i la Hercule Poirot. Xin san sang phuc vu

ba.”

Ba im lang mot lic.

“Hercule Poirot,” ba néi. “Vang, to6i nhd ra roi. Au cling la dinh ménh.”
Ba budc ra, lung rat thang, dang di c6 phan hoi citng nhac.

“_Voila une grande dame, ” Bouc lén tiéng ngay sau do, “6ng nghi gi vé ba

ay, ong ban?”
Nhung Hercule Poirot chi lac dau.

“T6i dang tw hoi ba &y ngu y gi khi néi khi néi tiv dinh ménh,”

ong noi.
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CHUONG 7

Loi chitng cta Ba twéc va Ba twdc Phu nhan Andrenyi Ba twéc va Ba twéc
Phu nhan Andrenyi la nhitng nguoi ké tiép dwgc maoi. Tuy nhién, chi c6
mot minh B4 twdc budc vao toa an udng.

Nhin gan, khong ai c6 thé pha nhan 6ng ta la mot ngwoi dan 6ng dién trai.
Ong cao it nhat mot thude tdm, vai rong, hong thon. Ong mic do bang vai
tuyt cia Anh may do rat khéo, va nguoi ta cé thé nghi 6ng la ngudi Anh
néu nhuv 6ng khong c6 bd

ria dai va bo rau mai doc theo xwong go ma.
“Nao, cac 6ng,” ong lén tiéng, “toi cé thé gitp gi cac ong day?”

“Mong ong hiéu cho,” Poirot phan tran, “véi sy viéc da dién ra t6i budc
long phai dat vai cau hoi cho tat cd moi hanh khach.”

“Hoan hao, hoan hdo,” 6ng ba twdc dé dai n6i. “T6i rat hiéu dia vi cia ong.
Nhung toi e 1a téi va vg téi chang gitp gi nhiéu cho 6ng. Ching t6i ngu
su6t va chang nghe thay gi ca.”

“Ong c6 biét gi vé danh tinh ctia ngudi chét khong a?”

“Toi biét d6 1a 6ng My to 16n... cai ong c6 khudn mat hét sic

kho wa. Vao gio an ong dy thuong ngoi ¢ ban kia.”

No6i doan ong hat dau vé phia chiéc ban noi Ratchett va MacQueen thuong
ngoi.

“Pung, dung roi, thra 6ng, ong tuyét doi ding. Nhung y toi la 6ng cé biét
tén ctua ong ta khong?”

“Khong.” Ong ba twéc c6 vé rat ling ting trwde cau hoi cta Poirot.
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“Néu 6ng muodn biét tén chia 6ng ta, sao 6ng khong xem ho
chiéu cua 6ng ta di?” 6ng vac lai.

“Tén trén ho chiéu la Ratchett,” Poirot néi. “Nhung thwa 6ng, d6 khong
phai 1a tén that cta 6ng ta. Ong ta chinh 1a Cassetti, ngudi chiu trach nhiém
gdy ra vu an bat coc noi tiéng lam ca

nwdc My phan ng.”

Ong cham chi quan sat 6ng bé twdc trong khi néi, nhung 6ng nay hinh nhu
ching suy suyén may may béi cai tin d6. Ong ta chi hoi trgn miét 1én doi
chut.

“A!” dng ba twdc thot 1én. “Diéu nay han da roi anh sang 1én vu
viéc. Nwéc My, mot dat nwdc that ky la.”

“Ong da titng dén do roi chit, tha 6ng Ba twdc?”

“To6i da @ Washington mot nam.”

“Co khi nao 6ng biét gia dinh Armstrong?”

“Armstrong... Armstrong... qua la kho nhg... toi tirng gap go
qua nhiéu nguoi.”

Ong mim cuwdi, nhtin vai.

“Nhung ta hay trd lai van dé di, thwa 6ng,” 6ng ndi. “Toi con
lam dwoc gi dé giip ong?”

“Ong vé nghi ltic nao, thia 6ng ba twdc?”

https://thuviensach.vn



Poirot li€c nhin ban so d6. B4 twdc va B4 twdc Phu nhan Andrenyi gitt
khoang s6 12 va khoang 13 lién ké.

“Trong lic & toa an udng, thi mot khoang da dugc don dep xong cho budi
toi. Khi tr@ vé, chiing t6i ngoi ¢ khoang kia mot lic...”

“Khoang do la khoang nao a?”

“S6 13. Chung t6i choi bai picquet v&i nhau. Khodng mwoi mot gio, v toi
Ve ngu, va t6i cling 1én giwong. T6i ngt ngon lanh cho dén sang.”

“Ong c6 nhan ra tau bi ditng khong?”
“T6i chi nhan ra diéu do6 vao sang nay.”
“Con vg 0ng?”

Ba tw@c mim cuoi.

“V@ toi luon dung thudc nga khi di tau. Co6 dy dung mot liéu trional nhw
thwong 16.”

Ong ngdp ngiing.
“T6i xin 16i da khong giup gi dugc cho cac 6ng.”
Poirot trao cho 0ng t& gidy va cay buit.

“Cam on ong Ba twdc. Pay chi la tha tuc théi, nhwng 6ng van phai cho
chung t6i biét tén va dia chi.”

Ong Ba twdc viét chadm radi va nan nét.

“Toi viét nhitng thit nay ra cho 6ng cling phdi thoi,” 6ng ta hai long noi.
“Tén dién trang & qué t6i hoi khé phat am doi vai ai
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khong biét ngén ngit ctia ching t6i.”
Ong tra t& gidy cho Poirot 16i ditng day.

“V@ toi chac khong can phdi dén day,” ong tiép tuc. “Co ay cling sé noi y
hét nhw t6i thoi.”

MGt tia sang anh 1én trong mat ctia Poirot.

“Di nhién, di nhién r6i,” ong tra 10i. “Nhwng du vay, t6i van mudn c6 doi
101 v6i ba Ba tude.”

“T6i dam bao véi ong la khong can dau ma.”
Giong ctia 6ng phat ra day ménh lénh.
Poirot nhay mat véi 6ng, vé hién hoa.

“Chi 1a mot chat tha tuc thoi,” ong gitr déu giong, “Ong hiéu cho, diéu do
rat can thiét cho bao cdo cna t6i.”

“Tuy ong thoi.”
Ong bé twdc mién cudng nhuong bd. Ong phac mot dong tac chao nhanh,
theo kiéu ngudi nwdc ngoai roi roi khoang an udng.

Poirot vGi tay lay tdm ho chiéu. N6 c6 ghi tén va twdc hiéu cua 6ng ba tudc.
Ong chuyén sang xem xét cac ndi dung khdc... ¢é phu nhdn thdp tung. Tén
thanh la Elena Maria; tén thoi con gai la Goldenberg; tudi hai mwoi. Mot
vét m& day trén ho chiéu, han la do mét vién chic so'y.

“Ho chiéu ngoai giao,” Bouc nhan xét. “Ta phai can than ding lam ho
méch long, 6ng ban a. Nhitng nguwdi nay chang lién quan gi dén vu an
mang.”
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“Ctt thoai mai di, mon vieux, toi sé hét sitc té nhi. Chi la tha
tuc thoi ma.”

Ong ha giong khi b4 twéc phu nhan Andrenyi budc vao toa dn uéng. Trong
6 rut ré va cyc ky diém 1é.

“Céac 6ng mudn gap t6i?”

“Chi la thu tuc thoi, thwa ba Ba twdc.” Poirot ditng day mot cach lich thiep,
nghiéng minh ma&i Ba twéc Phu nhan ng6i vao chiéc ghé doi dién o6ng. “Chi
la dé héi xem dém qua ba c6 thay hay nghe diéu gi c6 thé roi anh sang vao
vu viéc khong.”

“Khong gi ca, thwa ong. Toi ngu.”

“Chang han, ba c6 ghi nhan dwgc su rung chuyén & khoang canh khoang ba
khong? Ba nguoi My & khoang d6 da bi mot phen hoang loan va bam
chuong goi ong phu trach toa.”

“Tdi ching nghe thay gi ca, thwa dng. Ong biét day, t6i d uéng thudc ngi.”

“Al! t6i hiéu roi. T6t 1am, toi khong thé gitt ba lai 1du hon.” R6i, khi B4 twdc
Phu nhan nhanh nhen ding day, ong noi them. “Chi

mot phut ti xiu nita thoi... nhitng thong tin nay, tén thoi con gai ctia ba, tuoi
cua ba, van van... ching c6 dang khong a?”

“Rat dung, thwa 6ng.”
“Vay xin ba lam on ky vao ban cung nay dé xac nhan nhitng diéu dé.”
B4 twdc Phu nhan ky nhanh, nét chit nghiéng va dep.

Elena Andrenyi.
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“Ba c0 tung theo ong nha di My chua, thwa ba?”

“Chua a.” Ba twéc Phu nhan mim cwoi, khuon mat hoi wng lén. “Lac do
chung t6i chwa 1ay nhau; ching t6i chi mgi 1ay nhau

dwgc mot nam.”

“A vang, xin cdm on ba. Nhan tién xin héi, dng nha cé hiit thusc khong a?”
Béa twdc Phu nhan nhin 6ng khi c6 dom dirng day dé di.

“Co.”

“Dung tau?”

“Khong. Thudc 14 va xi-ga.”

“A! Cam on ba.”

Béa twdc Phu nhan nheo mat nhin 6ng vé hiéu ky. D6 la mot doi mat rat dep,
den tuyén, thanh ti v&i hang mi den cong vt rat hgp vdi lan da trang cuc
dep cua doi ma.

“Tai sao ong lai hoi thé?”

“Thua ba,” Poirot ho hitng khoat tay, “tham t chung toi thuwong hoi han du
thit &y ma. Vi dy, ba c6 thé cho biét 4o khoadc ngti ctia ba mau gi khong?”

Ba twdc Phu nhan nhin 6ng. Roi ba pha 1én cudi.
“Chiéc do d6 bang to, mau ng6 dong. Chi tiét d6 quan trong lam sao?”
“Rat quan trong, thwa ba.”

B4 twdc phu nhan to mo hoi:
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“Ong c6 that 1a tham t& khong?”
“Vang, thua ba.”

“To6i c@ twong khong c6 tham tw trén tau khi tau qua Nam Tuw... mai tan luc
dén Y.”

“Toi khong phai la tham tit Nam Tw, thwa ba. Toi la tham t@

quoc té.”

“Ong lam viéc cho Hoi quéc lién a?”

“T6i la ngudi cha toan thé gidi, thwa ba,” Poirot trinh trong

noéi. Roi ong tiép tuc. “Toi lam viéc chu yéu & London. You speak

“ 1 speak a leetle, yes. ”

Phat am cua Ba twéc Phu nhan that duyén dang.
Poirot nghiéng minh chao lan nita.

“Chung t6i sé khong gitt chan ba 1au hon nita, thwa ba. Ba thdy dé, c6 gi
ghé gdm lam dau.”

Co gai mim cwoi, gat dau roi di khoi.

“ Elle est jolie femme. ” Bouc thot 1én day ngudng mo.

Ong thé dai.

“Nhung diéu do chang gitip ta tién thém duwgc bao nhiéu.”
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“Chinh thé,” Poirot néi. “Hai nguwoi khong thiy gi va khong nghe gi.”
“Ta gip gd nguoi Y duogc chwa?”

Poirot khong tra 10i. Ong dang quan sat vét m& trén tdm ho

chiéu Hungary.

CHUONG 8
Loi ching cua Pai ta Arbuthnot

Poirot nhém ddy cung mot cai ndy nhe. B6i mat 6ng hoi anh 1én khi chiing
cham phéi &nh mat hao hi¢c ctia Bouc.

“A! dng ban cii thAn mén cua t6i,” 6ng noéi. “Ong thdy ddy, t6i da tré thanh
mot ké bg do! Toi cam thay can phai quan tam tredc hét dén hang nhat, réi
sau d6 mé&i dén hang hai. T6i nghi

nguoi ké tiép ma ta sé phong van la 6ng Dai ta Arbuthnot dé

nhin.”
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Nhan ra rang ti€éng Phap ctia 6ng Pai ta chi & mitc rat han ché, Poirot tién
hanh cudc phéng van bang tiéng Anh.

Tén, tudi, dia chi va cap bac chinh xac trong quan doi cia Arbuthnot déu
dwoc kiém tra. Poirot dan tdi:

“C6 phai ong tit An Do vé theo ché do goi 1a nghi phép... chiing tdi goi 1a
en permission?”

Pai ta Arbuthnot cé vé chang quan tam dén viéc ddm ngudi nwdc ngoai goi
moi thit 1 gi. Ong tra 161 bing kiéu nhét girng dich thuyc ctia dan Anh:

“Vang.”

“Ong khong vé bing tau thiiy cia hing P&0?”
“Khong.”

“Tai sao khong?”

“Toi chon di duong bo vi nhitng ly do riéng.”

Cung cach cta 6ng ta nhw mudn n6i: “Va mot trong nhitng 1y do do la dé
tranh bi quay nhiéu béi nhitng ké can rd nhuw 6ng.”

“Ong di thang tit An D§?”

Ong Pai ta lanh nhat tra 10i:

“T6i co6 dirng lai mot dém dé tham quan vung Ur, thudc xi&
Chaldees, 16i dirng & Baghdad ba ngay dé tham mdt nguwdi ban cii

cua toi.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Ong dirng chan ba ngdy & Baghdad. Theo tdi biét thi c6 nwong nguwdi Anh,
c6 Debenham, cling di ttt Baghdad. C6 thé 6ng da gap co ay & do?”

“Khong. Toi gap c6 ay lan dau tién khi ching t6i cung di trong doan tau co
ho tong tir Kirkuk dén Nissibin.”

Poirot nghiéng nguwdi tgi triedc, 6ng trd nén xun xoe va la lam mot cach di
thvong.

“Thwa 6ng, t6i c6 151 cau khan 6ng. Ong va c¢6 Debenham la nhitng ngudi
Anh duy nhat trén tau. Toi nhat thiét phdi hoi y kién danh gia cta hai nguoi
vé nhau.”

“BPiéu do la v nguyén tac,” Pai td Arbuthnot lanh lung néi.

“Khong phai dau. Ong thdy ddy, vu 4n mang ndy nhiéu kha

nang la do mot phu nit thye hién. Nan nhan bi dam it nhat

muoi hai nhat dao. Ngay ca ong chef de train cling n6i: ‘D6 la mot phu nit.’
Thé thi nhiém vu dau tién cua t6i la gi? To6i phdi danh cho tat ca nhitng phu
nit di trén toa Stamboul-Calais, cai

ma nguoi My thuong goi la “once over”. Nhung danh gia mot phu

nit Anh la viéc rat kh6. Nguwoi Anh ho rat kin ké. Cho nén, thwa 6ng, t6i cau
khan 6ng hay vi lgi ich ctia cong ly. Co Debenham la ngwoi nhu thé nao
vay? Ong biét gi vé cb ta?”

“C0 Debenham la mot quy c6,” 6ng Dai ta trd 10i vGi d6i chat nhiét huyét.

“A!” Poirot thot 1én véi vé hai long. “Cho nén 6ng nghi c6 ay kho6 c6 kha
nang dinh liu dén vu 4n mang?”
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“Y twéng d6 qua vo ly,” Arbuthnot trd 16i. “Ngudi dan 6ng kia 1a mot
nguoi hoan toan xa la... co ta chwa tirng gap ong dy trwdc day.”

“Co0 dy ndi véi 6ng vay sao?”

“Phéi. C6 dy c6 lan binh ludn vé cai vé kho wa ctia 6ng ta. Néu vu nay cé
dinh liu dén phu ni* nhw 6ng nghi (con theo t6i thi diéu d6 chang cé gi lam
bang chitng ma chi la gid dinh) thi t6i c6 thé dam bao v&i 6ng rang co
Debenham khong thé nao lién quan.”

“Ong nhiét tinh vé chuyén nay nhi,” Poirot mim cudi, néi.

Pai ta Arbuthnot ném 1én 6ng mot cai nhin lanh lung.

“To6i khong biét ong ngu y gi,” 6ng noi.

Anh mit 6ng Pai t4 c6 vé lam Poirot ling ting. Ong cup mét xudéng,
nghich nghich nhitng t& gidy & tredc mat.

“T6i chi 16 miéng thoi,” 6ng ndi. “Ching ta hay thiét thyc hon va di vao s
kién. Chuing t6i c6 ly do dé tin rang vu an mang dién ra vao lic mét gio
muoi lam dém qua. Mot phan thu tuc can thiét 1a héi moi ngudi trén tau
xem hg lam gi vao gio do.”

“Pung thé. Vao lic mot gid muwoi lam, theo nhw téi nhg, téi dang noi
chuyén vai anh chang nguwdi My, thu ky ctia nguoi dan 6ng bi giét.”

“A! Ong dén khoang anh ta hay anh ta dén khoang 6ng?”
“T6i dén khoang anh ta.”
“Co6 phdi la anh chang tré tudi tén la MacQueen?”

“Phai.”
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“Anh ay la ban hay nguwdi quen caa 6ng?”

“Khong, toi chua tirng gdp anh ta trede khi lén cudc hanh trinh nay. Ching
toi n6i chuyén van vo roi ca hai chgt thdy quan tam. Theo quy luat thi t6i
khong thich nguwoi My... khong wa ho

lam.”
Poirot mim cwdi, nhé lai nhitng binh pham ctia MacQueen vé

nguoi Anh.

“... Nhung t6i thady mén chang trai nay. Anh ta khong cé nhitng y twdng
ngay ngod ngoc nghéch vé tinh hinh An Dg; d6 1a diéu té hai nhat & ngudi
My... ho qua sttc iy mj va ly twéng. Anh ta quan tdm dén nhitng gi t6i nai.
Toi da c6 gan ba mwoi nam kinh nghiém veé dat nwéc dé. Va téi cling quan
tam dén nhitng gi anh ta n6i vé tinh hinh tai chinh ctia nwéc My. Ro6i ching
toi no6i sang van de chinh trj thé gidi néi chung. T6i rat ngac nhién khi

nhin dong ho thdy da la hai gio muwoi lam ro6i.”

“Po la thoi gian ong dung cudc tro chuyen?”

“Vang.”

“Ong lam gi sau d6?”

“Pi vé khoang cta t6i va tat den.”

“Givong ong da dugc lam san?”

“Véng.”

“DP6 la khoang... xem nao... khoang s6 15... chi cach mo6t khoang nita la
dén cudi toa, tinh tir toa an udéng?”
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“Phai.”
“Khi 6ng vé khoang thi phu trach toa dang & dau?”

“Ngo6i & chiéc ban nho cudi toa. That ra MacQueen da goi 6ng ta ngay lic
toi tré vé khoang cua toi.”

“Anh ta goi 6ng ay lam gi?”

“Pé lam givong cho anh ay, t6i chac thé. Khoang anh ta chwa dugc don cho
bubi t6i.”

“Pai ta Arbuthnot, bay gio tdi mudn 6ng suy nghi that ky.

Trong luc 6ng noéi chuyén véi MacQueen, c6 ai ngoai hanh lang di ngang
qua ctra khong?”

“Nhiéu nguoi lam, t6i nghi vay. T6i khong dé y.”

“A! nhung t6i dang noi vé thoi gian cudi, tir khoang gitta cudc trd chuyén
ctia 6ng. Ong va anh ta c6 xudng ga Vincovci, ding khong a?”

“Phai, nhung chi chirtng mot phut. Lic d6é dang cé bao tuyét.
Troi lanh ghé hon. N6 lam cho nguoi ta thay rat dé chiu khi tra

vao cho dm, médc du theo quy ludt thi cai cach ma con tau nay dugc suwdi
qua mic, la rat dang phan nan.”

Bouc thd dai.

“Kho ma chiéu long tat cd moi ngudi,” 6ng phan tran. “Nguwdi Anh thi thi
gl ho cling doi md, nguoi nwdc khac thi thit gi ho

ciing doi déng. That 1a khé.”
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Ca Poirot lan Dai ta Arbuthnot déu khong dé y dén ong.

“Bay gio, thwa 6ng, xin 6ng c6 nhé lai,” Poirot noi, giong dong vién. “Bén
ngoai troi lanh, 6ng va anh ta trd vao tau. Hai ngwoi ngoi lai cho cii, ong
hut thudc... c6 thé la thudc 14, c6 thé 1a dung tau...”

Ong ditng lai trong khoanh khc.
“T6i dung tau. MacQueen htt thudc 14.”

“Tau lai xuadt phat, éng hit thudc bing chiéc tdu cta ong. Ong va
MacQueen ban luan vé tinh hinh chau Au, tinh hinh thé gioi.

Luc do6 da tré r6i. Hau hét moi ngwdi da vé khoang di nam. C6 ai di ngang
qua cwa khong, 6ng nghi xem?”

Arbuthnot cau may trong no lyc nhé lai.
“Khé néi qua,” dng noi. “Ong biét ddy, toi khong dé y.”

“Nhung 6ng cé cai kha ndng quan sat chi tiét ctia nguoi linh co ma. Ong
van dé y trong khi khong dé y, c6 thé néi nhw vay.”

Ong Dai t4 lai ngdm nghi, nhung 16i 6ng lic dau.

“T6i khong thé noi dugc. T6i khong nhé cé ai di qua ngoai trir
ong phu trach toa. Cho chut... hinh nhw c6 mot phu ni? niva.”
“Ong c6 thdy ngudi nay khong? Nguoi ay gia hay tré?”

“Toi khong thdy nguoi ay. Cling khong han la toi thay gi. Chi
o tiéng sot soat va mot dang hwong ctia dau thom.”

“Dau thom w? Mui c6 dé chiu khong?”
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“Gidng mui trai cay, 6ng hiéu y to6i chit. T6i mudn no6i la nguwdi ta cé thé
ngtri thay tir cach xa hang tram mét,” ong Pai ta voi vang noéi. “Nhung xin
ong nhd k¥, chuyén dé c6 thé dién ra sém hon trong t6i qua. Ong biét day,
nhu 0ng vira noi luc ndy, do chi

la mot trong nhitng diéu ma ngudi ta dé y tuy khong dé y. Téi hém do, cé
lic t6i ty nhu: ‘Phu nit... mui hvong... kha la dam.’

Nhung ldc nao thi téi khong dam chac, trwv phi... a, ding ro6i, chuyén do la
sau Vincovci.”

“Tail sao?”
“V1i t6i nhd ra... tdi da ngwi thiy, ong biét day... ngay ldc téi dang ndi vé
nhitng ké hoach nam nam cyc ky nham nhi caa Stalin. T6i biét mui hwong

phu nit nay da khién t6i lién twédng dén dia vi ctia phu nit Nga. Va toi biét
ching t6i chi néi vé nwéc Nga vao gan cudi cudc tro chuyén ma thoi.”

“Ong c6 thé x4c dinh chinh xac hon nita khong?”

“Kh... khong. Chuyén do6 dai thé la dién ra trong khodng nira tiéng cudi
cung.”

“N6 dién ra sau khi tau dirng?”

Ong Dai ta gat dau.

“Vang, t6i hau nhu chac chan.”

“Té6t 14m, ta w6t qua chuyén nay. Ong tirng dén My§ bao gid
chwa, DPai ta Arbuthnot?”

“Chua bao gio. T6i khong muon dén dé.”
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“Ong c6 biét Pai t4 Armstrong khong?”
“Armstrong... Armstrong... T6i biét hai hay ba ngudi mang ho

Armstrong. C6 ong Tommy Armstrong trong thap nién 60... ong khong am
chi 6ng dy chit? Va c6 Salby Armstrong... 6ng nay bi

giét @ Somme.”

“T6i mudn no6i dén Pai td Armstrong, nguwoi da 1ay vg My va dita con duy
nhat cua ho da bi bat c6c va sat hai.”

“A, vang, tdi nhd c6 doc bao vé vu an... gdy sdc ndy. T6i khong nghi t6i da
gdp ngwoi dong nghiép nay & dau do mac du di nhién la t6i c6 biét tiéng
ong ta. Toby Armstrong. M4t quan nhan rat t6t. Moi nguwoi déu mén 6ng ta.
Ong ta c6 mot sy nghiép rat 1ay lirng. Ting nhan huan chwong Victoria
Cross.”

“Nguwoi dan ong bi giét dém qua chinh la ngwoi chiu trach nhiém veé cai
chét cua con gai Dai t& Armstrong.”

Khuon mat Pai td Arbuthnot chot tré nén dit ton.

“Thé thi, theo thién y cua t6i, tén man rg dé xitng dang nhan cai chét. Tuy
vay, t6i van thich han bi treo c6 mot cach hop thitc hon, hodc, néu la & bén
do thi hinh nhw la dwa 1én ghé dién.”

“Noi chung la ong thich luat phap va trat t¢ hon la tra thu ca nhan, phai
khong Dai ta Arbuthnot?”

“Pung vay, dau thé nao doi ng mau va dam nhau nhw dan Corse hay bon
Mafia dugce,” 6ng Pai ta n6i. “N6i gi thi néi, dwa ra toa xét xtr van la mot

hé thong ding dan.”

Poirot suy tw nhin 6ng mat hai lau.
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“Vang,” 6ng no6i. “T6i hiéu quan diém cta 6ng. Théi duwgce, Dai ta
Arbuthnot, co6 1€ t6i khong con gi dé héi 6ng thém, 6ng con nhg bat ci diéu
gi kha nghi t6i hom qua khong... hay ta cit tam ndi la bat ¢t diéu gi ma bay
gio nhin lai 6ng thay kha nghi?”

Arbuthnot ngdm nghi mét ltic.
“Khong,” ong noi. “Khong gi ca. Ngoai tru...” ong ludng ly.
“Pung ro6i, 6ng ndi tiép di, toi xin 6ng day.”

“Thoi dugc, that ra thi cling chang c6 gi,” 6ng Pai ta cham rai néi. “Nhung
ong bdo toi la bdt cw diéu gi.”

“Pung ro6i, dung roi. Ong néi di!”

“0, khong cé gi. Chi 1a mot chi tiét. Nhung khi tré vé khoang ctia toi, toi c6
dé y thdy canh ctta cia khoang sau khoang toi...

tirc khoang cu6i cung, 6ng biét day...”

“Vang, s6 16.”

“Canh ctra khoang do khong hoan toan dong lai. Va nguoi ben trong ngo ra
ngoai cé vé lén lut thé nao ay. Roi nguwdi do khép cira lai rat nhanh. Di
nhién, t6i hiéu chuyén do6 ciing khéng c6 gi... nhung t6i cam thdy hoi la
mot chit. Y t6i 1a néu muén nhin gi dé thi cit mé cira thd dau ra ma nhin,
chuyén dé la binh thwong. Pang nay lai la cai kiéu lén 1én lit lut nén toi
moi dé y.”

“V... Vang,” Poirot hoai nghi noi.

“T6i da bao ong la khong c6 gi roi ma,” Arbuthnot néi, vé nhw
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cao 16i. “Nhung 6ng ciing biét ma... vao gitta dém khuya... moi thit déu
yén ang... nguoi ta dé c6 cai nhin &m dam... nhu trong truyén trinh tham
vay. Tat ca that ra chi la vé van.”

Ong ditng day.
“Thoéi dugc, néu 6ng khong can gi thém & t6i nita...”
“Cam on ong, Pai ta Arbuthnot, khong con gi khac niva.”

Nguoi quan nhan lwdng Iy mot Iac. Sy kho chiu ty nhién Iic ban dau do bi
“bon ngoai quoc” phéng van gio day da bay bién.

“Vé phan c6 Debenham,” 6ng ngwong nghiu noi, “6ng co thé

tin 101 t6i rang co6 ay 6n. Co ay la mot pukka sahib day!”
Hoi do mat, ong budc ra khoi toa.

“Pukka sahib c6 nghia la gi?” bac s1 Constantine hoi, vé quan tam.

“NO c0 nghia la cha va cac anh cua co Debenham hoc cung mot loai treong
v0i Dai ta Arbuthnot,” Poirot dap.

“O!” bac si Constantine thét 1én, vé that vong. “Vay thi chang lién quan gi
dén vu an nay roi.”

“Chinh xac,” Poirot noi.

Ong roi vao mdt con mo mang, ngén tay 6ng khe khé nhip trén ban. Réi
ong nguac nhin len.

“Pai td Arbuthnot hit bang tau,” 6ng noi. “Trong khoang ctia Ratchett, toi
tim thdy m6t que théng tau. Ratchett chi hat xi-ga.”

“Ong nghi ring...?”
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“Pén nay 6ng ta la nguwdi duy nhat thiva nhan minh hit thuéc bang tau. Va
ong ta c6 biét dén Pai td Armstrong... c6 thé ho

quen nhau, nhuwng ong ta khong chiu nhan.”

“Cho nén 6ng nghi c6 thé la...”

Poirot lac dau nguay nguay.

“Chi la nhw vay théi... Biéu do la vo ly... rat vo ly... khong thé

nao mot ngwoi Anh dang kinh, chinh trgc nhung hoi ngoc lai cé thé dung
dao dam ké thu dén mudi hai nhat! Cac 6ng khong cam thay diéu dé la vo
ly sao?”

“P¢ la van dé tam ly,” Bouc dap.

“Va ta can phai ton trong van dé tam ly. Vu an mang nay cé mot dap an, va
dap an dé chac chan khong phai la Dai td Arbuthnot. Nhung ta hdy phong
van tiép tuc di.”

Lan ndy Bouc khdng nhic dén anh chang ngudi Y nita. Nhung dng da nghi
dén anh ta.
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CHUONG 9

Loi ching ctia 6ng Hardman

Hanh khach khoang hang nhét cu6i cung dwgc phong van - 6ng Hardman -
la m6t nguwoi My to 16n, mau me, nguwdi ngbi cung ban véi anh chang nguoi
Y va dng ngudi hau.

Ong ta mic mot bd com-1é ké 6 1de loet, bén trong mic chiéc so-mi mau
hong, ca-vat dinh kim kep choang I16n. LuwGi 6ng van dang lua vong vong
thit gi do khi 6ng budc vao toa an uéng. Do la mot ngwdi dan ong to béo ¢
khuon mat tho va nhitng biéu hién cia mot ngwdi vui tinh.

“Chao 6ng,” 6ng ta cat tiéng. “T6i giup dugc gi cho 6ng?”
“Ong nghe néi vé vu 4n mang roi chtt, 6... 6ng Hardman?”
“Nghe r6i.”

Ong lua miéng keo cao su mot cach khéo léo.

“Chung t6i phai phong van tat ca cac hanh khach trén tau.”
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“Véi toi khong c6 van dé. Cach dé dau thé khac dwoc.”
Poirot tham khédo tdm ho chiéu treéc mat ong.
“Ong 1a Cyrus Bethman Hardman, cong dan Hoa Ky, bén muoi

mot tudi, nhan vién ban hang cho céng ty san xuat ruy-bang mday danh
chir?”

“O.K., do la t6i.”

“Ong di tir Stamboul dén Paris?”

“Pung thé.”

“Ly do?”

“Kinh doanh.”

“Ong thuwong du lich bing vé hang nhat?”

“Chinh thé. Cong ty chi trd moi chi phi du lich cua t6i.”
Ong nhay mit.

“Ong Hardman, bay gio ta s& n6i vé nhitng sy kién dém qua.”
Ong nguodi My gat dau.

“Ong c6 thé néi gi v6i ching toi vé vu nay?”

“Chang c6 gi dé néi ca.”

“Tiéc nhi. Ong Hardman, xin vui long ké lai chinh xac 6ng da 1am gi dém
qua ti bita chiéu tré di?”
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Lan dau tién, 6ng ngudi My c6 vé chwa san sang dé tra 10i ngay. Cudi clung
ong noi:

“Xin 16i nhe, nhung cac 6ng la ai méi dwgc? Noi t6i biét di.”

“Pay la dng Bouc, giam déc Cong ty Tau nam. Va day la ong bac si da
kham nghiém t thi nguwdi chét.”

“Con ong?”
“T6i la Hercule Poirot. T6i dugc cong ty 6ng Bouc nhd diéu tra vu 4n nay.”

“Tdi c6 nghe danh 6ng,” Hardman néi. Ong suy nghi mét ldc rdi noéi tiép:
“Chac la t6i phai thanh khan khai bao ro6i.”

“Di nhién la 6ng nén no6i cho ching t6i tat ca nhitng gi ma ong biét,” Poirot
lanh lung noi.

“T6i ma biét chuyén gi thi da tia lia cdi mom roi. Nhung t6i khong biét, toi
chang biét gi sat... toi da ndi r6i ma. Nhung ma 1é

ra t6i phdi biét gi d6. Thé md&i buc. Toi phdi biét.”
“Lam on giai thich cho, ong Hardman.”

Hardman thé dai, 1dy miéng keo cao su ra khéi miéng, roi thoc sau tay vao
tui. Cung luc, toan bo tinh cach caa ong co vé

nhv dang trai qua mot sy chuyén déi. Ong tré nén it 1p di hon va gan véi
con ngwoi that hon. Ca céi giong miii oang oang ctia 6ng ciing thay doi.

“Tdm ho chiéu dé la hoi xao sw do,” 6ng néi. “Day mdi thyc sy
la t6i.”

Poirot nhin cham chi tdm danh thiép duwgc chia ra cho ong.
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Bouc sam soi nhin tt sau lwng ban minh.
CYRUS B. HARDMAN

Van phong tham tit McNeil

NEW YORK

Poirot biét cai tén nay. D6 la mot trong nhitng van phong tham t tw nhan
tiéng tam va co6 uy tin nhat @ New York.

“Gio thi, 6ng Hardman,” 6ng noi, “xin éng hady cho biét chuyén nay la thé
nao.”

“Di nhién. Chuyén 1a thé nay. Tdi sang chau Au, theo ddu vét

cta vai tén ltra ddo... ching chang lién quan gi dén vu nay. Cudc san dudi
két thic & Stamboul. T6i danh dién cho sép va nhan 1énh 0ng ta phai quay
vé. Lé ra khi nhan lénh, t6i phai Ién dwong vé cai thanh pho New York gia
nua bé bong.” Ong ta day qua ban mot 14 thu.

Tiéu de trén dau thw 1a Khach san Tokatlian.

Thura 6ng, téi dwogc mdch rdng 6ng la mdat vu cua Van phong thdm tir
McNeil. Xin 6ng vui long trinh dién & phong cua t6i vao liic bén gio chiéu
nay.

La thu ky tén “S.E. Ratchett”.

“ Eh bien?”

“T6i trinh dién vao gid ghi trong d6 va ong Ratchett bao t6i nghe vé tinh
hinh ctia dng ay. Ong 4y cho t6i coi vai 14 thw ma 6ng ay da nhan.”

“Ong ay c6 hoang hét khong?”
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“Lam ra vé thi khdng, nhung 6ng ay da bi lung lac roi d6. Ong dy dé nghi
toi mot chuyén. Toi phdi di cung chuyén tau vdi 6ng ay dén Parrus va dam
bao khong ai hai 6ng ay. Thé day, thwa cac ong, téi da di cung chuyén tau
v6i ong dy va, du c6 t6i, ai d6 van cit hai dugc 6ng dy. Di nhién la t6i cam
thay bt ri¢t vé chuyén nay. N6 trong chang hay ho chiit nao cho t6i.”

“Ong ay c6 din do dng phai 1am gi khong?”

“Di nhién, 6ng dy da du tru tit cd. Theo y twdng ctia 6ng 4y, t6i sé lay
khoang ngay sat khoang 6ng ay... nhung y twéng nay da bi

pha san ngay tirc thi. Cho duy nhat ma t6i c6 thé l1dy la givong so
16, va toi da phai xoay x@ mot chut mdi co dugc no. Toi nghi phu

trach toa muén gitt lai givong nay dé kiém chac. Nhung diéu d6 khong
quan trong. Khi to6i xem xét lai tinh hinh thi héa ra s6 16

toa lac & mot vi tri chién lwgc rat tot. Chi c6 toa an udéng & tredc toa nam
Stamboul, ctra ra san ga ¢ dau toa duwgc chét lai vao ban dém. Con duong
duy nhat ma tén sat nhan c6 thé dét nhap la tir

san ga qua ctra phia sau hay tw ctta thong toa, doc theo tau.

Trong ca hai trwong hop thi han déu phai di ngang qua khoang cua t6i.”
“Co 1é ong khong biét danh tinh ctia hung tha dau nhi?”

“Nhung t6i biét hin trong nhu thé ndo. Ong Ratchett di mo ta

han cho t6i.”

“Sao?”

Ca ba nguwoi dan 6ng déu hao hitc nhoai ngudi tGi.
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Hardman tiép tuc:

“Mot nguoi dan ong nho nguoi, da sam, co giong noi mai mai... ong gia
n6i vay. Ong con néi 1a dém dau tién chdc khong sao. Nhiéu kha ning 1a
dem thw hai hay thir ba.”

“Ong ta biét diéu gi d6,” Bouc noi.

“Chac chan la 6ng dy biét nhiéu diéu hon la nhitng gi 6ng ay da ndi véi thw
ky,” Poirot ngdm nghi, néi. “Ong dy c6 néi gi v6i 6ng vé ké thil cia 6ng ay
khong? Vi duy, tai sao mang song ctia 6ng ay lai bi de doa?”

“Khong, 6ng dy c6 vé kin ké trong chuyén nay. Chi néi la ga d6 muon lay
mang ong dy va quyét tam lam diéu do.”

“Mot nguoi dan ong nhoé nguoi... da sam... ndéi giong mai mai,” Poirot
tram tu lap lai.

R6i, ném mot anh mat bén nhem 1én Hardman, 6ng noi:

“Di nhién 6ng biét ong ta la ai roi, ding khong?”

“La ai vay, thua ong?”

“Ratchett chinh la Cassetti, hung tha trong vu an Armstrong.”

Hardman phat ra mot tiéng huyt dai.

“Ngac nhién chwa!” 6ng thot 1én. “Khong, thwa 6ng, t6i khong nhan ra 6ng
ta. T6i ¢ cach xa trgi Tay khi vu d6 dién ra. Chac la toi c6 thay anh cia han
trén bao, nhwng véi mét tac pham cdaa phéong vién anh thi c6 khi ngay ca

me t6i chwa chac t6i da nhan ra. Ma thiét, ditt khoat 1a phdi cé vai nguoi
muon cho ldo Cassetti do di tong.”
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“Ong c6 biét ai lién quan dén vu Armstrong c6 hinh dang gidéng nhv ong ta
mo ta khong, tirc nhé nguwoi, da sam, giong mai mai?”

Hardman suy nghi héi lau.
“Ciing kho noi. Hau nhu ai dinh dén vu nay cling déu chét hét ca.”
“Co6 mot c6 gai nhdy ctra so ty tit, 6ng nhd lai di.”

“Nhé chit. Y hay ddy. Hinh nhw c6 ta 12 ngudi nwéc ngoai. Cé thé ¢6 ta c6
g6c gac & Nam Au. Nhung 6ng nén nhd 1a con nhitng vu khéc nita chi?
khong phéi chi c6 vu Armstrong. Cassetti choi tro bat coc nay khong chi
mot 1an. Ong dau thé nao chi tap trung vao mdi vu nay.”

“A, nhung ching tdi c6 1y do dé tin ring 4n mang ndy c6 lién quan dén vu
Armstrong.”

Hardman nguwdc nhin do hoi. Nhung Poirot khong tra 10i.
Nguoi dan 6ng My lac dau.
“T6i chang nh& ra ngwdi nao cé hinh dang nhu thé trong vu

Armstrong,” 6ng cham cham néi. “Nhuwng di nhién, t6i khong diéu tra vu
nay nén chang biét gi nhiéu.”

“T6t thoi, xin ong hay tiép tuc cau chuyén cua 6ng, 6ng Hardman.”

“Chang c6 may chuyén dé no6i. Toi nga ban ngay dé thitc canh ban dém.
Pém dau tién chang c6 gi kha nghi. Véi t6i thi dém qua ciling vay. Toi dé
ctta khép ho dé tién quan sat. Khong c6 ai di qua ca.”

“Ong chéc chit, 6ng Hardman?”
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“Chac nhw bap rang. Khong c6 ai tit ngoai lén tau va cling khong c6 ai dén
tl* cac toa phia sau. Toi thé 1a nhw thé!”

“Tw vi tri cta 6ng, 6ng co thay 6ng phu trach toa khong?”
“Di nhién. Ong ta ngdi & chiéc ghé nhé gan ngang véi ctra khoang tdi.”
“Ong ta c6 roi chd ngdi sau khi tau dirng & Vincovci khong?”

“P6 la ga sau cung dung khong? C6 day, c6 vai tiéng chuéng goi ong ay...
chuyén nay xdy ra ngay sau khi tau dirng luon. R6i sau d6 ong ta di ngang
qua t6i ra toa ké... & d6 chitng muoi lam phut. C6 tiéng chudng reng nhw
mac cudng va ong phu trach toa chay nguwgc vo. Téi budce ra hanh lang dé
xem cO chuyén gi xay

ra... cam thdy hoi lo lang, 6ng hiéu roi day... nhung hda ra chi la ba nguoi
My. Ba ta dang ndi con 16i dinh vé chuyén gi dé. T6i thdy buon cuwdi qua.
R6i 6ng phu trach toa dén mot khoang khac va tré lai d6 v6i mot chai nwdc
sudi hay gi do. Sau dé ong ta ra ghé€ ngoi cho dén liic phai di ra cudi tau dé
lam giwong cho ai do.

Sau do6 nita thi tdi nghi 6ng ta chang cwa qudy gi cho dén khodng nam gio
sang.”

“Ong ay ngti c6 say khong?”

“Cai d6 thi t6i khong biét. Ciing dam lam.”

Poirot gat gu. Mot cach ty dong, ong vudt phang nhitng gidy to
trén ban. Ong lai nhit 1én tdm danh thiép chinh thtc.

“Xin ong vui long ky vao day,” 6ng dé nghi.

Hardman lam theo.
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“Ong Hardman, cé ai xac nhan dwoc cau chuyén ciia 6ng hay danh tinh ctia
ong khong?”

“Trén tau nay dy a? Ciing kho day. Tru phi 1a anh chang tré

tudi MacQueen. T6i biét anh ta kha r0... ti'ng thiy anh ta & van phong cta
cha anh ta tai New York. Nhung diéu dé khong c6 nghia la anh ta nhén ra
t0i gitta cd ddm mat vu khac. Khéng dau, ong Poirot, 6ng phai doi dén khi
nao ngot tuyét dé danh dién cho New York thoi. T6i khong xao sy dau.
Thoi, tam biét cac 6ng nhé. R4t han hanh dugc gap ong, thwa 6ng Poirot.”

Poirot chia bao thudc ctia 6ng ra.

“Hay ong thich dung tau?”

“Khong dau.”

Ong ta 1dy mét diéu roi nhanh nhen budc ra.

Ba nguwoi dan ong nhin nhau.

“Theo 0ng, ong ta thanh that khong?” bac si Constantine hoi.

“Thanh that chit. Toi biét loai nguwdi nay ma. Véi lai, cau chuyén ctia 6ng ta
rat de kiém chirng.”

“Ong ay cho chiing ta mot 15i chitng rat thd vi,” Bouc noéi.
“Vang, qua vay.”

“MOot nguoi dan ong nho nguoi, da sam, néi giong mai mai,”
Bouc suy tu.

“MGt mo ta khong trung hop vdéi bat cit ai trén con tau nay,”
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Poirot noi.

CHUONG 10
Loi chitng ciia anh chang nguoi Y

“Va bay gio,” Poirot n6i v&i mot cai nhady mat, “ching ta sé lam mat long
ong Bouc bing viéc phéng van anh chang ngudi Y.”

Antonio Foscarelli buwdc vao toa an uéng bang nhitng xoai chan lanh len,
nhe nhang nhv budc chan cua loai meo. Khuon mat anh rang ré. Mot
khuon mit Y dién hinh, hoan hi va nhiét thanh.

Anbh ta no6i ti€éng Phap tréi chdy, chi hoi chit lo 16.
“Tén cua ong la Antonio Foscarelli?”

“Vang.”

“Ong 1a... toi hiéu roi... cong ddn M§ nhap tich?”

Anh chang cong dan My toe toét cuoi.
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“Vang thwa ong. Nhu vay tién hon cho cong viéc lam an cua t6i.”
“Ong 1a dai 1y ctia hang xe hoi Ford?”

“Vang, ong biét day...”

Mot bai dién van lién thoang duwgc tung ra ngay sau d6. Pén

khiic cu6i thi ba nguwoi dan 6ng da biét tudt tudt vé phuwong phap kinh
doanh cta Foscarelli, nhithg chuyén di cta anh, thu nhap cta anh, y kién
ctia anh vé Hoa Ky ma so véi né thi phan 16n cac quéc gia chau Au déu 1a
khong dang ké. Anh ta khong phai 1a loai nguwoi phdi moi mo6c thong tin.
Thong tin tw n6 tudn ra ngoai.

Khuon mat t6t bung, tré tho ¢ nhw hon hén vi hai long, va nhw mét ci chi
cudi cung dé két thic bai hung bién, anh 1ay khan tay ra lau tran.

“Cho nén cac 6ng cling thay do,” anh hé héi, “t6i lam an 16n, t6i rat hién
dai, toi am hiéu nghé thuat ban hang.”

“Vay ra ong da & nuéc My, di di vé veé, trong sudt muwdi nam qua?”

“Vang thwa 6ng. A! tdi con nhé cai ngay dau tién tdi 1én tau di My, ciing xa
xtra lam r6i. Me toi va em gai toi...”

Poirot cat gon dong 1d hoéi twéng nay.
“Trong thdi gian & My c6 bao gio dng gap nguwoi vira tir tran khong?”

“Chua tirng. Nhung t6i biét loai nguwdi nhw 6ng ta. Vang, toi biét chit!” Anh
ta can ngon tay day biéu cam. “Bé ngoai rat dang kinh, an mdc twom tat,
nhung tam dia thi hong bét. Theo kinh nghiém cta t6i thi 6ng ta han phai la
mot tay dai bip. Du sao do ciing la y kién cua t6i.”
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“Y kién cta 6ng rat chudn xac,” Poirot lanh liing néi. “Ratchett chinh 1a tén
bat c6c Cassetti.”

“T6i da n6i roi ma! Toi da hoc dugc s nhay bén trong viéc doc khudon mat.
D6 la mot diéu can thiét. Chi @ My nguwdi ta mdi day cach ban hang ding
dan thoi.”

“Ong nhé vu an Armstrong chi?”

“Khong nhé lam. N6 lién quan dén mot bé gai, hinh nhw la m6t em bé,
dang khong nhi?”

“Pung, do la mot tham kich.”
Chang trai Y héa ra la ngudi dau tién khong tan thanh quan diém nay.

“0), thi vay. Nhung nhitng chuyén nhu thé van xdy ra trong mot xa hdi vin
minh 16n nhv xa hoi My...” anh binh than noi.

Poirot ngat 10i.
“Ong da tiing gip thanh vién ndo trong gia dinh Armstrong chwa?”

“Chua, toi chua gap. Ciing kho no6i. T6i n6i dé ong dé hinh dung nhé. Riéng
trong nam ngoai, toi da ban duogc...”

“Ong Foscarelli, xin 1am on tap trung vao van de.”
Anh chang ngudi Y huo tay 1am mét dong tac xin 1i.
“Van lan xin 16i cac 6ng.”

“Xin lam on cho t6i biét nhitng di chuyén chinh xac cua 0ng trong dém
qua, ké ttr sau bita chiéu.”
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“Rat han hanh. T6i c6 thé & day bao lau ciing dugc, ¢ day vui hon. T6i n6i
chuyén véi 6ng nguwdi My ¢ ban dn. Ong ta ban ruy-bing mdy danh chit.
ROi t6i tré vé khoang. Trong do trong tron.

Cai ong John Bull t6i nghiép ¢ cung khoang véi toi luc dé dang

ban phuc vu chua. Cuéi cung 6ng dy cling trd vé... mat dai thuwon thugt nhw
moi Ian. Ong ta ching bao gid hé ring, dii 1a dé néi cé hay khong. Mot dan
toc dang thuong, nguwoi Anh qua la kho va.

Ong ta ngdi doc sach trong x4, lung rat thing. Roi ong phu trach toa dén
lam giwong cho chung t6i.”

“S0 4 va 5,” Poirot thi tham.

“Chinh x4c... do6 la khoang cu6i. Giwong toi & bén trén. Toi leo 1én d6 ngoi
doc sach, hat thude. Hinh nhw céi 6ng ngwoi Anh thap bé kia bi dau rang.
Ong ta 14y ra mot chiéc lo nho c6 chita thit gi d6 rat hoi. Ong ta ndm xudng
givong, rén ri. Mot choc sau t6i nga. C¥ moi khi tinh day la t6i lai nghe
ong ta ren.”

“Ong ta c6 lic ndo roi khoang dém qua khong?”

“T6i nghi 1a khong. Néu c6 thi tdi da nghe thdy roi. Anh sang tir ngoai hanh
lang sé lam nguwdi ta ty dong nghi rang dang c6 cudc kham xét hai quan nao
do6 ¢ bién gigi.”

“Ong ta c6 néi gi vé chi ciia minh khdng? Hodc gia c6 bay 6

si oan han nao d6 doi véi ong ta khong?”

“T6i da noi 1a 6ng ta khong néi chuyén ma. Ong ta rat kho va.

Mot ga cam nhw hén.”
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“Ong c6 noéi 1a 6ng hiit thudce. .. thudc 14, tdu hay xi-ga?”

“T6i chi hut thudc 1a.”

Poirot chia bao thuoc 14 cho anh ta va anh ta nhan mot diéu.
“Ong da bao gi® dén Chicago chwa nhi?” Bouc 1én tiéng héi.
“Q, 1oi chtt... mot thanh phé dep... nhung tdi biét 16 hon vé
New York, Washington, Detroit. Ong d&n M§ bao gi®' chwa? Chua
a? Ong phai di méi dugc, nuéc My...”

Poirot day mot tam gidy vé phia anh ta.

“Xin ong ky vao to gidy nay va ghi dia chi thwdng tra cua 6ng.”
Anh chang Y ky bing nét chit bay buém. Réi anh ditng day, nu
cwoi dé mén hon bao gio hét.

“Chi vay thoi sao? Cac ong khong can t6i nita a? Chiic cdc 6ng mot ngay
tot lanh. T6i mong ta sé sém thoat khéi tran tuyét nay.

T6i c6 m6t cudc hen ¢ Milan...” Anh ta rau 11 lac dau. “T6i héng vu lam an
nay mat théi.”

ROi anh ta di khoi.
Poirot nhin ong ban ctia minh.

“Anh ta séng mot thoi gian dai & My,” Bouc néi, “va anh ta 1a nguoi Y, ma
dan Y thi wa ding dao! Va ho 1a nhitng ké néi déi cw

phéach! T6i khong wa dan Y.”
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“_Ca se voit, ” Poirot mim cuwdi, néi. “Thoi dwgc, c6 thé 1a 6ng dung,
nhung, 6ng ban a, toi xin nhac 6ng rang tuyét doi khong c6 mét chitng c@
nao chong lai anh chang nay.”

“Con van dé tam 1y thi sao? Ching phai d6 1a kiéu dam cia ngudi Y sao?”
“Han r6i,” Poirot dap. “Nhat la gitta cao diém ctia mot cudc cai va. Nhung
¢ day... ¢ day lai la mot kiéu an mang khac. Ong ban a, t0i c6 mot chut y

cho rang day la mot vu &n mang dugc 1én ké

hoach va dan cénh rdt céng phu. Mot vu an mang c6é tam nhin xa tréng
rong. Pay khong phai 1a... néi thé nao nhi?... mdt vu 4n mang kiéu Y. Day
la m6t vu &n mang mang dau vét caa s lanh

lung, tinh toan... t6i nghi la b&i mot bd ndo rat Anh day.”
Ong cam 1én hai tap ho chiéu cudi cung.

“Nao, ta hdy gdp co Mary Debenham.”

CHUONG 11
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Loi chirng ctia c6 Debenham

Méi budc vao toa an udéng, Mary Debenham da xac nhan nhitng danh gia
vé c6 trwdc day cua Poirot.

An mic rét chin chu véi bd do khoac ngoai va vay mau den, cliing chiéc 4o
so-mi xam kiéu Phap, nhitng gon song mugt ma ctiia mai toc den trong that
gon ghé va tinh twom, diéu bo cua co clng tinh tai va gon gang nhu chinh
mai toc.

Co ngoi xudng doi dién Poirot va Bouc, nhin ho day do héi.

“Tén c6 la Mary Hermione Debenham, va c6 nam nay hai muoi sau tu6i?”
Poirot mé& dau.

“Vang.”

“Nguoi Anh?”

“Vang.”

“Xin c06 vui long viét ra manh gidy nay dia chi thwong tra ctia c6.”

Co gai lam theo. Chir viét caa co ro rang va dé doc.

“Bay gio, thwa co, c6 cé thé noi gi vdi chiing téi vé vu viéc toi

qua?”

“T6i e rang t6i chang c6 gi dé néi vdi cac 6ng ca. T6i 1én giwdong ngu s6m.”

“Thuwa c6, viéc trén tau nay xdy ra an mang cé khién c6 lo lang lam
khong?”

Cau héi r6 rang la bat ngd. Cap mat den ctia 6 gai hoi tr6 1én.
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“T6i khong hidu y 6ng 1dm.”

“Toi chi hoi c6 mot cau don gian thoi ma, thwa co. Toi sé 1dp lai né. Viéc
trén tau xdy ra &n mang c6 lam c6 lo lang lam khong?”

“Toi qua tinh chwa ting nhin vu viéc ti goc do do. Khong, toi khong co gi
phai lo lang ca.”

“An mang... ching 18 lai 12 chuyén thuwong ngay déi véi cd sao?”

“D6 di nhién la mot chuyén khong hay trong cudc song,” Mary Debenham
binh tinh dap 10i.

“Co rat Ang-lé, thwa co. Vous n’éprouvez pas d’emotion. ”

Mary Debenham hoi mim cuwoi.

“Toi e rang toi khong thé té ra kich dong dé chitng té cam xtic ctia minh.
Du sao thi cai chét van dang dién ra hang ngay.”

“Vang, nguoi ta van chét hang ngay. Nhung an mang van la chuyén hoi
hiém.”

“0, di nhién.”

“C0 c6 quen biét véi nguoi chét khong?”

“T6i gap ong ta lan dau tién khi dung bira treva & day ngay
hom qua.”

“Va 6ng ta tao an twong gi vai c6?”

“T6i chang dé y may dén 6ng ta.”

“Ong ta khong lam c6 nghi dén mét ké xau xa sao?”
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Co gai khé nhun vai.

“Qua tinh, t6i chang biét minh c6 nghi vay khéng.”

Poirot nhin c6 gai bang 4nh mat bén lem.

“T6i nghi c6 hoi coi thwong cach thitc t6i tién hanh tham van,”

ong no6i vai mot cai nhay mat. “Co nghi mot diéu tra vién nguwdi Anh thi sé
khong 14y cung kiéu do. Khi d6 moi thit sé that lanh lung, ngan gon. Tat ca
déu bam vao sy kién. Mot cong viéc rat quy cu. Nhung thwa co, t6i co cai
doc dao riéng cua toi. T6i xem céac 10i chitng truwede. Toi dic két cac tinh
cach cia nguwdi nay nguwdi no, roi toi chon cac cau hoi phu hgp. Mdéi cach
day vai phut, to6i vira phéng van mot ngwdi thanh nién. Anh nay muon tho
16 vGi t0i tat cd moi y twdng va ndi vé moi chu dé. Nhung vai anh ta thi toi
bam chat vao sy vu. T6i muon anh ta trd 10i c6 hay khong, thé nay hay thé
khac. Va r6i dén phién c6. Toi thdy ngay co la ngudi trat tw, ngan nap. Co
sé chi khép minh vao van dé

dang ban ludn ma tho6i. Cac cdu trd 10i cua co sé cut ltun va vao thang van
de. Nhung, thwa c6, vi ban chat con nguwdi von rat phitc tap, nén téi da dat
ra cho c6 nhitng cau héi khac. T6i héi c6 cdm thdy va suy nghi nhu thé nao.
Phuong phap nay khong lam c6 hai long sao?”

“Xin 6ng bo 16i cho, diéu d6 c6 vé nhw mat sy lang phi thoi gian. Viéc toi
c6 wa khuon mdt ctua ong Ratchett hay khong c6 1é

chang gitp ich dugc la bao trong viéc tim ra hung tha da sat hai 6ng ta.”
“Co0 da biét Ratchett thuce ra la ai chwa, thwa ¢6?”
CoO gai gat dau.

“Ba Hubbard da néi vdi tat cd moi ngwoi roi.”
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“Va c0 nghi sao vé vu an Armstrong?”

“N6 that 1a ghé tém,” co gai trd 10i ngay khong can suy nghi.
Poirot dam chiéu nhin co.

“Co di twv Baghdad diang khong, c6 Debenham?”
“Vang.”

“Pén London?”

“Vang.”

“Co lam gi & Baghdad vay?”

“T6i la bao mau nuoi day hai dita tré.”

“C0 c6 trd lai cho lam cii sau chuyén di nghi?”
“To6i khong chac.”

“Tai sao vay?”

“Baghdad la noi hai thiéu thon. T6i nghi néu tim dwgc mot viéc phu hop &
London thi sé t6t hon nhiéu.”

“T6i hiéu. T6i doan c6 thé c6 sap 1ap gia dinh.”

C0 Debenham khong tra 16i. Co6 nhuwén mat 1én, nhin thang vao khuén mat
ctia Poirot. Anh mét ctia cd néi 1én rat rd: “Ong 1a do ldo xuwoc.”

“C0 c6 cam nghi gi vé ngudi ¢ cung khoang vdi c6 - ba

Ohlsson?”
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“Ba ay c6 vé la mot nguwdi dé mén, gian di.”
“Ao khoac ngti ctia ba ta mau gi vay?”
Mary Debenham nhin chong choc.

“N6 bang len ty nhién, mau nau non.”

“A! Hy vong c6 khong cho tdi 1a thiéu t& nhi, nhung t6i c6 luu ¥ dén mau
chiéc 4o khoac ngu ctia c6 trén doan dwong tiv Aleppo dén Stamboul. N6
mau hoa ca nhat, diang khong a?”

“Ong noéi ding day.”

“Co c6 ao khoac ngu nao khac khong, thwa c6? Mot chiéc mau do twoi
chang han?”

“Khong, do khong phai la cua t6i.”

Poirot nhoai nguwoi tdi trede, tira nhw mot con meéo vo chudt.
“Vay thi no cua ai?”

Co gai giat minh, hoi Iui ra sau.

“T6i khong biét. Y 6ng 1a sao?”

“Co khong néi: ‘Khong, to6i khong c6 chiéc do d6.” Co tra 10i: ‘D6 khong
phai 1a cua t6i.” Biéu d6 c6 nghia chiéc 4o ay phai thudc vé

ai do.”
Co gai gat dau.

“Ai do trén con tau nay?”
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“Vang.”

“Ai Vay?”

“T6i da no6i vGi ong roi. T6i khong biét. Toi tinh day vao khodng

nam gio sang voi cam giac tau dang dung mot thoi gian dai. Toi bén ma
ctra nhin ra hanh lang, nghi rang tau da dén ga. T6i thidy c6 ai d6 mac mot
bo kimono mau do twoi dang di doc hanh lang.”

“Va co khong biét dé 1a ai? Ngudi dé toc vang, toc den hay toéc hoa ram?”

“To6i khong biét. Nguwoi phu nit dé c6 doi mét chiéc nén chup va téi chi
thay sau gay cta nguoi dé thoi.”

“Con than hinh thi sao?”

“Cao, gay, toi nghi vay, nhung cling kho néi. Chiéc kimono c6 théu hinh
rong.”

“Phai, dung roi day, hinh rong.”
Ong im ldng mot ldc roi thi thAm véi chinh minh:

“Khong thé hiéu n6i. Khong thé hiéu néi. Tat ca nhitng diéu nay chang c6 y
nghia gi.”

R6i 6ng ngwdc nhin 1én:
“T6i khong can phai git c6 thém nita, thwa co.”

“O!” 6 gai c6 vé kha sirng sot, nhung c6 ditng day ngay. Tuy nhién, ra dén
ctra, ¢ lwong ly mot ldc r6i quay lai.

“Ba Thuy bién... Ba Ohlsson ding khéng a?... Ba ay to ra rat lo lang. Ba
ay noi 6ng bao ba dy la ngudi cudi cung thiy ong kia con séng. Toi tin rang
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ba dy nghi 6ng nghi ngd ba ay. Liéu t6i c6 thé

néi véi ba ay rang ba dy da 1am? Thuc sy, 6ng biét day, ba ay la loai nguoi
dén con ru6i cling khong thé lam hai.”

Co hoi mim cuoi khi noi.

“Ba ay di xin ba Hubbard thudc aspirin vao lic may gio?”
“Ngay sau muoi gio ruei.”

“Ba dy di mat bao lau?”

“Chung nam phut.”

“Ba ay 6 roi khoang lan nao nita trong dém qua khong?”
“Khong.”

Poirot quay sang ong bac si.

“Co thé nao ong Ratchett bi giét sém hon thoi gian d6?”
Ong béc si lic dau.

“Vay thi tdi nghi c6 c6 thé tran an ban cta c6 dugc réi do, thwa c6.”

“Cam on ong.” Co6 bat chgt né nu cuwdi véi 6ng, mot nu cwdi thién cam. “Ba
dy giong nhv mot con ctru vay, ong biét ddy. Ba ay lo lang va ct kéu be
be.”

Co0 quay lai va budc di.
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CHUONG 12

Loi chitng cua ba ngudi hau Dirc

Bouc nhin ban minh, vé do xét.

“T6i khong hiéu ong lam, mon vieux, 6ng dinh lam gi vay?”

“T6i dang tim mot vét nit, 6ng ban a.”

“Mot vét nit?”

“Pung! Mot vét nit trén bo giap diém tinh cta co gai tré. Téi mudn lam
rung chuyén cai sang-froid cua c6 ay. T6i c6 thanh cong khong? Téi cling
khong biét. Nhung t6i biét diéu nay: co ta da bat ngo khi toi ti€p can van dé
nhw cach t6i da lam.”

“Ong nghi ngd cd ta,” Bouc chdm chap néi. “Nhung tai sao? C6 ta 1a mot
co gai tré duyén dang... khéng cach chi c6 thé dinh liu dén mot vu 4n mang
nhu thé nay.”
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“To6i dong y,” bac si Constantine tan thanh. “Co6 ta lanh lung, c6 ta khong
bay t6 cam xtc. Co ta khong thé ddam mdt nguwdi dan ong vi c6 ta tha kién
nguoi do ra toa.”

Poirot thd dai: “Ca hai 6ng phai bé di cai n6i am anh rang day la mot an
mang khong muu tinh tredc, mot an mang dot ngot.

Con vi sao toi nghi ngd c6 Debenham thi c6 hai ly do. Ly do thw

nhat lién quan dén cau chuyén t6i nghe 16m dwgc ma dén nay cac 6ng van
chwa biét.”

Ong thuét lai cho ho nhitng trao déi ky la ma 6ng da nghe 16m duwoc trong
cuoc hanh trinh tv Aleppo.

“Qua la ky la,” Bouc néi khi 6ng ké xong. “Chuyén nay can c6 16i giai
thich. Néu ding nhw 6ng nghi ngd thi cé nghia la cd hai nguwoi ho cung
tham gia vu nay, ca co ta lan 6ng ngudi Anh citng céi kia.”

Poirot gat dau.

“Va do chi la thit khong dugc xac nhan baoi sy kién,” ong noi.

“Cac ong thay day, néu ca hai cung tham gia vu nay thi chiing ta chd dogi
diéu gi? Ta chd doi ho sé cung cap bang chitng ngoai pham cho nhau, ding
khong nao? Nhung khong, diéu d6 khong xdy ra. Bang chitng ngoai pham
ctia c6 Debenham la do ba Thuy Pién cung cap, mdt ngwdi ma cb ta chira
twng gap trudc day.

Bang chithg ngoai pham ctia Pai td Arbuthnot thi lai dwgc ddm bdo bai
MacQueen, thu ky caa ngudi chét. Khong, 10i gidi cho tro choi ghép hinh
nay khong dé nhw vay.”

“Ong noi con mot 1y do nita khién dng nghi ngd co dy,” Bouc nhic nhé.
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Poirot mim cuoi.

“A! nhung dé chi 1a tdm ly thdi. Toi tw héi c6 thé ndo c6 Debenham lap ké
hoach cho vu &m sat? Toi tin rang dang sau vu

nay la mot b oc lanh lung, thong minh va thao vat. Co6 Debenham dap tng
tat cd cac mo ta nay.”

Bouc lac dau.
“T6i nghi 1a 6ng sai r6i, 6ng ban a. T6i khong tin c6 géi tré
nguoi Anh doé la tha pham.”

“Thoi duwoc,” Poirot noéi, nhat 1én tdm ho chiéu cudi cung. “Cai tén cudi
cung trong danh sach cta chiing ta la Hildegarde Schmidt, ngudi hau.”

Puwoc nhan vién phuc vu moi dén, Hildegarde Schmidt buwdc vao toa, ditng
cho mot cach 1é phép.

Poirot ra hiéu mai ba ngoi.

Ba ngoi xudng, chap hai tay binh than chd cho dén khi dwgc héi. Tat ca
moi thi¥ noi ba toat ra sy tinh tai, vé cuwc ky ditng dan, nhung c6 1€ khong
phai la sy nhanh tri.

Phuwong phap ma Poirot ap dung v6i Hildegarde Schmidt hoan toan twong
phan vGi cach ong st dung vGi Mary Debenham.

Ong dang t6 ra hét sitc ti¥ t&, hién hau c6t 1am cho ba dugc thodi mai. Sau
khi yéu cau ba viét tén va dia chi, 6ng tr ton chuyén sang cac cau hoi.

Cuoc phong van dién ra bang tiéng Diic.
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“Chuing t6i mudn biét cang nhiéu cang t6t vé nhitng gi dién ra dém qua,”
ong noi. “Chang t6i biét ba khong thé cung cap nhiéu thong tin vé vu an
mang, nhung c6 thé ba da nghe hay thay diéu gi d6 mac du chang la gi ca
d6i véi ba, nhung lai c6 gia tri véi ching t6i. Ba hiéu chiy?”

Ba ta khong c6 vé la hiéu. Khuon mat rong, nhan tir van git
nguyén cai vé binh than ng6 nghé khi ba 1én tiéng tré 10i:

“T6i khong biét gi cd, thwa ong.”

“Thoi dugc, vi dy, cha cua ba co cho ngwoi goi ba dem qua chir?”
“Piéu do thi c6 a.”

“Ba c6 nhd luc do6 1a may gio khong?”

“Da t6i khong biét. Ong biét day, khi ngwdi nhan vién phuc vu
dén goi thi téi dang ngn.”

“Phai roi, phai roi. Ba cé thwong bi goi nhu vay khéng?”

“Da, cling thwong a. Lénh ba thwong yéu cau cham so6c vao ban dém. Ba ay
bi khé nga.”

“Eh bien, ba nhan lénh triéu tap va trd day. Thé ba c6 mac do khoac ngu
vao khong?”

“Da khong. T6i mac thém do vao. T6i khong thé trinh dién trwdc Lénh ba
trong bo ao khoac ngu.”

“Mac du ba c6 mot chiéc 4o khoac ngti mau do twoi?”

Ba nguwoi hau nhin 6ng.
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“D6 la chiéc 4o bang vai flannel mau xanh dam, thwa 6ng.”

“Ba ct noi tiép di. T6i chi dua chut thoi. Thé 1a ba dén cho ba Cong chua.
Va ba da lam gi khi dén d6?”

“Da, t6i xo0a bop cho ba ay. Sau do to6i doc sach cho ba ay nghe.

Toi doc khong hay nhung Lénh ba noi tha doc vay con hon khong. N6 giup
Lénh ba dé ngu hon. Khi bat dau buén ngu, ba bao t6i di vé. T6i ben gap
sach lai, tr¢ vé khoang ctia minh.”

“Ba c6 biét khi d6 1a may gio khong?”

“Da khong.”

“Thoi dugc, vay ba & chd ba Cong chuia khoang bao lau?”

“Da khodng ntra tiéng a.”

“T6t, ba noi tiép di.”

“Pau tién, t6i dwa dén cho Lénh ba mot tdm chan phu lay tw

khoang cta t6i. Mdc du tau dwgc swdi nhwng van rat lanh a. T6i trum chan
cho Lénh ba. Ba chiic t6i ngd ngon. T6i rét san cho Lénh ba it nwéc sudi.
ROi toi tat den di vé.”

“Roi sau do6?”
“Da chang con gi nita a. T6i vé khoang cia minh va ngu.”
“Ba c6 gap ai ngoai hanh lang khong?”

“Da khéng.”
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“Vi du ba c6 thdy mot ngwdi phu nit mac 4o kimono mau do c6 théu hinh
rong?”

Po6i mat hién tir ciia ba mé 16n, nhin 6ng.

“Da, that tinh la khong a. Khong co ai ca tr phu trach toa. Ai cling di ngu
caroia.”

“Nhung ba c6 thay phu trach toa?”

“Da vang.”

“Luc dy 6ng ta dang lam gi?”

“Da ong ta dang budc ra t* mot khoang.”
“Sao?” Bouc nhoai nguoi t6i. “Tw khoang nao?”

Hildegarde Schmidt c6 vé hoang hot. Poirot ném sang ban minh mot cai
nhin trach ca.

“Di nhién la ong phu trach toa thwong xuyen phai tra 16i cac

tiéng chudng vao ban dém r6i. Ba c6 nhé ong ta tr khoang nao di ra
khong?”

“Da, n6 nam & khoang giita toa. Cach khoang cua Lénh ba chirng hai hay
ba canh ctra.”

“A! xin ba vui long cho ching t6i biét chinh xac dé la dau va chuyén gi da
xay ra.”

“Da, 6ng ay xém nita va vao toi. D6 la lic t6i dem chan tw

khoang cua t6i dén cho Lénh ba.”
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“Va ong dy tirt mot khoang budc ra, suyt nita dung phai ba?

Ong ta di vé huéng nao vay?”

“Da, vé phia t6i. Ong 4y xin 18i roi di tiép vé phia toa dn uéng.

Co tiéng chudng reng, nhung to6i khong nghi la 6ng dy tra 10i no6.”

Ba ta dirng mot ltc r6i ndi tiép:

“To6i khong hiéu. biéu nay...?”

Poirot tran an ba.

“D6 chi la van dé thoi gian thoi,” 6ng noéi. “Chuyén thwong ngay ay ma.
Ong phu trach toa tdi nghiép do6 han la da c6 mot dém ban ron. Thoat tién,
ong ay danh thitc ba, sau dé phai trd 10i nhiéu tiéng chuéng.”

“Da do khong phai la ong phu trach toa da danh thic toi. B6 la mot nguoi
khac.”

“Mot nguoi khac! Ba da tirng thay 6ng nay truedce day khong?”

“Da khong.”

“Néu gap lai, ba c6 nhan ra dugc ong ta khng?”

“Da, toi nghi la dugc.”

Poirot tham thi gi dé vao tai Bouc. Bouc bén ditng day, ra ctra dé phat 1énh.
Poirot tiép tuc héi mot cach dé dai va than thién.

“Ba da tirng dén MY bao gid chua, ba Fraulein Schmidt?”

“Da chwa a. Nuwéc do chac la dep lam.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Chac ba da nghe néi ngwoi dan 6ng bi giét that ra la ai, va han chiu trach
nhiém ra sao vé cai chét cia mot diva bé.”

“Vang, toi cé nghe. That la xau xa, ghé tém. Chua long lanh han khong tha
tht cho nhitng t6i 4c nhu thé. O bén Piic ching t6i, ngudi ta khong ac nhw
thé.”

Po6i mat ba ngdn 1é. Ban nang nguwdi me trong ba bi danh thirc.
“Mot t0i ac ghé tdm,” Poirot nghiém trong noi.

Ong rtit tir trong tiii ra mot manh vai nhé, chia cho ba.

“Co phai day la khan tay cua ba, ba Fraulein Schmidt?”

Mot khodnh khac im 1dng khi nguwoi phu nit quan séat chiéc khan tay. Sau
mot lic, ba ngudce 1én. Khuon mat ba hoi bién sac.

“A, khong, qua thuc 1a khong. Da, né khong phai 1a cia tdi.”
“N6 c6 théu chir H, ba thay day. Cho nén t6i mdéi nghi la caa ba.”

“Thwa 6ng, khan tay do la cua quy ba, quy c6. N6 rat mac tién... dugc théu
bang tay. T6i doan né dwgc mua & Paris.”

“N6 khong phai ctia ba, nhung ba c6 biét né thudc vé ai khong?”
“T6i ay a? Da khong, thwa 6ng.”

Phai hét sitc tinh té Poirot mgi nhan ra vé ngdp ngung trong
giong noi cua nguwoi phu ni.

Bouc thi tham vao tai 6ng. Poirot gat dau roéi néi vdi ba ta:
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“Ba nguwoi phu trach toa nam sap dén. Xin ba vui long cho t6i biét ai la
nguoi ba da gap dém qua, Itic ba dem chan dén cho ba Cong chia.”

Ba nguoi dan ong budc vao. Pierre Michel, nguwoi phu trach toa Athens-
Paris téc vang, cao 16n, va ngudoi phu trach toa Bucharest to béo, vam v@.

Hildegarde Schmidt nhin ho va lap titc lac dau.

“Khong, thva 6ng,” ba néi. “Ca ba 6ng nay déu khong phdi la nguoi toi
thdy dém qua.”

“Nhung ho 1a nhitng ngudi phu trach toa duy nhét trén tau.
Chac la ba nham lan chang?”

“T6i rat chac, thwa 6ng. Nhitng 6ng nay déu cao, to, con nguwdi ma toi gap
thi nhé ngudi, da sam. Ong ta c6 mot bo ria nhé.

Giong ong ta khi néi ‘Pardon’ nghe hai giong giong nit. Thuc sy

la t6i nh@ 6ng ta rat ro, thwa 6ng.”
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CHUGONG 13

Tong két 10i chitng cia cac hanh khach

“Mot nguoi dan 6ng nhé nguoi, da sam, giong mai mai,” Bouc ldp lai.
Ba nguoi phu trach toa va Hildegarde Schmidt da di khoi.

“Nhung toi chang hiéu gi cd... Chang hiéu chut xiu gi! Ké thu ma Ratchett
nai tGi, rot cudc thi han van & trén tau. Nhwng han tron ¢ dau? Han boc hoi
vao khong khi hay sao vay? DPau t6i r6i hét ca 1én. Néi gi di, ong ban, t6i
van Ong ddy. Hay cho t6i thidy rang diéu khong thé la c6 thé!”

“MGt cau noi rat hay,” Poirot nhan xét. “Diéu khong thé thi khong thé xdy
ra, cho nén néu mudn no6 xay ra thi diéu khong thé phai la diéu c6 thé, bat
chép bé ngoai ctia né.”

“Vay hay giai thich cho t6i, nhanh di, diéu gi da thuc sy dién ra trén con tau
nay dém qua?”

T6i khong phai 1a nha do thuat, mon cher. Ciing nhw 6ng, t6i dang rat boi
roi. Vu an nay dang tién trién mot cach rat ky la.”

“N6 chang tién trién chit nao ca. N6 dang giam chan tai cho.”
Poirot lac dau.
“Khong, néi vay khong ding. Chuing ta da tién trién nhiéu.

Chung ta biét mot s6 thir. Ching ta da nghe xong 10i chitng ctia cac hanh
khach.”

“Va ho da néi gi vdi chiing ta? Chang gi ca.”

“T6i khong nghi vay dau, ong ban.”
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“Co thé t6i ndi qua. Qua that, 6ng nguwdi My, Hardman va ba nguwdi hau
Pirc da bo sung diéu gi do vao su hiéu biét ctia ching ta. Nhung cé thé néi
ho lam cho toan b vu viéc nay cang thém kho hiéu.”

“Khong, khong, khong dau,” Poirot 6n ton noi.

“Vay, hay noi di, hdy cho ching t6i thdy sy khén ngoan ctia Hercule
Poirot.”

“T6i chang da ndi vdi ong rang toi cling boi réi nhw 6ng hay sao? Nhung it
ra la ching ta c6 thé doi dién véi van dé. Chung ta c6 thé sap xép cac sy
kién mot cach co trat ty va co phvong phap.”

“Xin 6ng hdy ndi tiép,” bac si Constantine noi.
Poirot dang hang r6i trdi ra mot tdm gidy tham.

“Ta hay tong két lai vu an cho dén thoi diém hién nay. Trudc hét, c6 mot so
si kién 12 khong thé tranh cdi. Ong Ratchett, hay Cassetti, bi ddm mudi hai
nhat dao va chét vao dém qua. D6 la mot su kién.”

“T6i thira nhan diéu do... mon vieux. T6i thira nhan,” Bouc phac mét ctt chi
cham biém.

Hercule Poirot ching hé ling ting. Ong diém tinh néi tiép:

“T6i xin tam thoi lwét qua mot s6 nhitng chi tiét ky la ma bac si
Constantine va toi da cung ban bac. To6i sé trd lai ching ngay sau day. Su
kién quan trong ké tiép, theo t6i, la thoi gian gay an.”

“P6 cling 14 mot trong nhitng thit it 6i ma ching ta biét,” Bouc néi. “An
mang dién ra vao lic mét gio mwoi lam phit sang nay.

Moi thit déu chi ra la nhw vay.”
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“Khong phai moi thit dau. Ong néi qué r6i. Di nhién c6 mot lugng dang ké
cac bang chitng hau thuan cho gia thiét nay.”

“T6i murng la it ra 6ng ciling thtra nhan diéu do.”

Poirot ttr ton tiép tuc, khong hé t6 ra buc boi vi bi cat ngang.
“Trwdc mat ching ta c6 ba kha nang:

“Th nhat: nhw 6ng néi, vu an mang dién ra vao lic mét gio

muoi lam. Diéu nay dwgc hdu thuan béi 10i chitng cia ba nguwoi DPirc
Hildegarde Schmidt. N6 trung hgp vGi nhan dinh cua bac s1

Constantine.
“Kha nang thit hai la &n mang da dién ra sau dé va vat chitng
- chiéc dong ho da dugc 6 tinh nguy tao.

“Kha nang thit ba la 4n mang da dién ra s6m hon va vat chitng da dugc
nguy tao vi cung ly do nhuw trén.

“Bay gio, néu ching ta chap nhan rang kha nang mot la hién thyc nhat, c6
nhiéu chitng c hau thuan nhat, thé thi ta phai chdp nhan luén mot s6 su
kién ndy sinh ra tir d6. Truwdc hét, néu an mang dién ra vao lic mot gio
muoi lam thi hung tha khong thé roi tau va cau héi ndy sinh la: Han tron &
dau? Hdn la ai?

“Pé bat dau, ta hay nghién citu k¥ cac 10i chitng. Ta nghe 6ng Hardman noi
V€ sir ton tai ctia mot nguwoi dan 6ng, cai ga nho

thé, da sam, giong mai mai d6. Ong ta n6i Ratchett ta cho dng vé
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gd nay va thué ong canh chirng ga. Khong c6 bang chitng nao hau thuan
cho nhitng 101 nay. Chung ta chi c6 16i khai cia Hardman ma thoi. Chung ta
hay xem xét cau héi ké tiép: C6 ding Hardman la ngwdi nhw ong ta tw gigi
thiéu, t'c mot tham t ctia Van phong tham t@@ New York?

“V&i toi, vu nay cé cai tha vi la ta khong c6 bat ct phwong tién nao cua
canh sat. Ta khong thé diéu tra tinh chan that trong 16i khai ctia bat ¢t ai. Ta
chi c6 thé dya vao suy dién. V§i t6i, diéu nay lam cho moi thi tré nén ly
thd hon rat nhiéu. Khéng phai la mot cong viéc thuwong ngay nham chan
nita, ma la mot cong viéc tri tué. Téi tw hoi: ‘Liéu co6 thé chdp nhan 1oi ké
ctia Hardman veé

chinh ban than?’ T6i ra quyét dinh va tw trd 16i la: ‘C6 thé.” T6i nghiéng vé
y kién cho rang c6 thé chap nhan 16i ké cia Hardman vé ban than.”

“Ong dya vao truc gidc, hay cai ma nguwdi My van goi 1a

‘ hunch’?” bac si Constantine hoi.

“Khong hé. Toi dya vao nhitng kha nang. Hardman dang du lich v6i mot ho
chiéu gia. Diéu nay sé 1ap tirc bién ong ta thanh do6i twgng nghi van. Viéc
dau tién ma canh sat sé lam khi ho dén hién trwdng la bat gitt Hardman va
danh dién hoi xem nhitng 16i khai vé lai lich cua 6ng ta la that hay gia. Véi
nhiéu hanh khach, viéc kiém tra tinh chan that la khong dé, nhat la khi
khong c6 gi gan ho vdi diéu kha nghi. Nhung treong hgp Hardman thi lai

qua don gian. Hodc gia ong ta dung la nguwoi ma ong ta ty gidi thiéu, hodc
gia la khong. Cho nén t6i méi ndi la tat ca nhitng diéu nay chi ra rang ong
ta noi that.”

“Ong loai 6ng ta khoi d6i tigng tinh nghi?”

“Khong hé. Ong hiéu 1am t6i roi. Theo chd tdi biét, du 1a thdm ti My thi

cling dau c6 nghia la khéng c6 nhitng 1y do riéng tu dé
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muon giét Ratchett. Khong, t6i chi néi rang t6i nghi cé thé chap nhan 10i
khai cia Hardman vé lai lich ctia 6ng ta. Do d6, cau chuyén ong ta ké vé
viéc Ratchett tim dén va tuyén mo Ong ta la rat c6 kha nang, mac du di
nhién n6 khong nhat thiét phai la sy

that. Néu ta chap nhan no la that thi ta phdi xem c6 diéu gi xac nhan hay
khong. Ta da tim thdy diéu d6 & mdt noi bat ngo: trong 10i chitng cta
Hildegarde Schmidt. Mo ta ctia ba nay vé nguwoi dan 6ng ma ba gap trong
b6 dong phuc cua phu trach toa la tuyét déi khép. Con c6 diéu gi khac xac
nhan hai cau chuyén nay khong? Co day! D6 la chiéc ctic 4o tim thay trong
khoang cua ba Hubbard. Ngoai ra, con c6 ca nhitng 10i chitng khac ma c6
1é cac 6ng khong dé y.”

“Loi chitng nao vay?”

“Ca Dai ta Arbuthnot lan Hector MacQueen déu nhac téi mot ngudi phu
trach toa di ngang qua khoang ho dang ngo6i. Ho

khong nhan manh tinh tiét nay, nhung thwa cac 6ng, Pierre Michel da khai
rdang 6ng ta khéng hé roi ché ngoi ctua minh, ngogi trir nhitng dip rdt cu thé
va khong cé dip nao dwa ong ta ra dén tan cudi toa, noi Arbuthnot va
MacQueen dang ngoi.

“Cho nén cau chuyén nay, cau chuyén vé ngudi dan 6ng nhé

thé, da sam, giong mai mai, mac dong phuc ctia phu trach toa la cé sy
chitng thue - trye tiép hay gian tiép - cia bon nhan ching.”

“Mot chi tiét nho,” bac si Constantine gop 10i. “Néu cau chuyén cua ba
Hildegarde Schmidt la that thi tai sao 6ng phu trach toa that lai khong nhac
dén viéc da gap ba ta khi ong dy chay dén dé

tra 101 chudng cua ba Hubbard?”
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“To6i nghi diéu do6 c6 thé giai thich. Khi 6ng ay dén tra 16i ba Hubbard, ba
nguwoi hau dang & trong khoang ctia chu minh. Khi ba ngwoi hau trg vé
khoang ctua ba thi 6ng phu trach toa lai dang & trong khoang cua ba
Hubbard.”

Bouc dang néng long chd doi ho di dén hoi két.

“Pung, rat dung, ong ban,” o6ng ta sot rudt néi. “Nhwng mac du rat ngwdng
mo su chi li cia ong, phvong phap tirng budc di len cua ong, toi xin thua
rang 6ng van chwa dung dén c6t 16i cia van dé. Tat ca chiing ta déu dong y
rang cai ga dé co6 ton tai. Cot 16i van dé la: han tron di dau? ”

Poirot lac dau trach ctr.
“Ong 1am 16i. Ong c6 xu huéng dé cai cay di trude con trau day. Truwdc khi
toi tw hoi: © Gd doé bay bién di dau? ’ thi toi phai ty

héi: © Ga dé co thuc su ton tai khéng? ’ da chi. Vi, ong biét ddy, néu ga do
la m6t nhan vat twdng twgng hay dwgce ché tao ra thi con gi dé dang hon la
lam cho han bién mat! Cho nén trudc hét, t6i phai xac dinh cai ga dé co ton
tai bang xwong bang thit hay khong cai da.”

“Va ong dang di dén két luan la ga dé co6 ton tai, eh bien... han dang &
dau?”

“Mon cher, chi c6 hai cau tra 10i. Hodc gia han van dang tron trén tau ¢ mot
cho cure ky tai tinh khién chiing ta khong tai nao doan noi. Hoac gia, c6 thé
néi, han la hai nguwdi. Mot ngudi la chinh han, ttc ngwdi ma Ratchett lo
ngai, nguwoi kia 1a mot hanh khach trén tau cai trang khéo dén mic ca
Ratchett cling khong thé nhan ra.”

“Mot y twdng hay,” Bouc thot 1én, khudn méat 6ng birng sang.

Nhung réi né lai sa sam xuong. “Nhung c6 mot diéu khong 6n...”
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Poirot cudp 10i ong.

“P6 1a chiéu cao ctia gi dan 6ng. Ong dinh néi vay, diing khong? Ngoai tri?
ong ngwoi hau cua Ratchett thi tat ca cac hanh khach déu to 16n: anh chang
nguoi Y, Dai ta Arbuthnot, Hector MacQueen, Ba tudc Andrenyi. Vay, ta
chi con lai 6ng ngwoi hau...

c6 vé nhw khéng thuyét phuc lam. Nhung hay con mot kha nang khac. Hay
nghi vé ‘cai giong mai mai’. N6 cho ta m6t phuwong an thay thé khac. Ga dé
c6 thé cai trang thanh phu nit, hodc ngwoc lai, han cé thé la mot phu ni.
Mot phu nit cao 16n mdc trang phuc nam gigi sé trong nhw mot nguwoi nam
nho tho.”

“Nhung chac chan Ratchett phdi biét chg...”

“Co 1€ ong ta biét. C6 1é nguwoi phu nit dé da toan ldy mang ong ta trong bo
d6 nam gidi dé dé thyc hién muc tiéu ctia minh.

Ratchett c6 thé da doan rang ngudi phu nit do sé dung chiéu cii, nén ong ta
dan Hardman trong chirng mot ngwoi dan ong, nhung lai cai vao ngwoi nay
mot giong nit.”

“Ciling c6 kha nang,” Bouc ndi. “Nhung...”
“Nghe toi day, o6ng ban, t6i nghi da dén lic ké cho 6ng nghe
mot sO diéu mau thuan ma bac si Constantine da phat hién.”

Ong thuat lai nhitng két ludn vé cac vét thwong ctia ngudi chét ma éng va
ong bac si da cung tim hiéu. Mdt lan nita, Bouc rén ri

om dau.
“T6i biét. Toi hiéu rd 6ng cam thay thé nao. Pau 6ng quay mong mong,

dung thé khong?” Poirot néi, day cam thong.
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“Tat ca nhitng chuyén nay that la vo ly dén ky quai,” Bouc thot 1én.
“Chinh xac. N6 vo ly... khd tin... khong thé 1a sy that. To6i da ty

nha nhuv vay. Tuy nhién, 6ng ban cua t6i oi, van vay théi! N6 khong tron
tranh duoc cac su kién dau.”

“No that la dién ro6!”
“Sao khong nhi? Ong ban a, n6 dién 1o dén mitc doi khi tdi bi

am anh bdi cam giac rang that ra n6 cuwc ky don gian... Nhung do chi la
mot trong nhitng ‘y twdng nho nho’ cua toi thoi...”

“Hai ké sat nhan trén tau Téc hanh Phwong Bong,” Bouc rén ri.
Y nghi d6 1am cho 6ng muén khéc.
“Va bay gio chung ta hdy lam tri twong twgng thang hoa nhé,”

Poirot vui vé n6i. “Dém qua trén tau c6 hai ké bi an: Mot nguwdi phu trach
toa nam dung nhw mo ta cua 6ng Hardman va dwoc ba Hildegarde Schmidt,
Pai td Arbuthnot va anh chang MacQueen trong thdy. Ngoai ra con c6 mot
phu ni*¥ mac kimono dé - mot phu ni* cao, gay - ma Pierre Michel, c6
Debenham, anh chang MacQueen va ban than t6i da trong thay, dong thoi
c6 thé

néi la Pai td Arbuthnot ciing ngtti thay. Nguwdi phu nit nay la ai?
Khong ai trén tau thira nhan minh c6 chiéc kimono mau do. Ca

nguwoi phu nit nay cling bay bién mat. Cé phai nguwdi nay va cai éng phu
trach toa gia mao kia chi la mot nguwoi? Hay hai ngwoi nay la hoan toan
khac nhau? Ca hai ngudi ho & dau? Va nhan tién, bo dong phuc phu trach
toa va bo kimono dang ¢ dau?”
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“Al! d6 la chuyén c6 thé xac dinh duwgc.” Bouc hao hitc bat day.

“Ta phai kham hanh ly cta tat ca cac hanh khach. Phai r6i, diéu nay sé co
ich.”

Poirot cling dung day.

“Toi sé dwa ra mot 101 tién tri,” ong noi.
“Ong biét chiing & dau u?”

“Toi co mot y twdng nho.”

“Chung ¢ dau vay?”

“Ong sé& tim thay chiéc kimono d6 trong hanh 1y ctia mét trong nhitng hanh
khach nam va bd dong phuc phu trach toa trong hanh 1y ctia ba Hildegarde
Schmidt.”

“Hildegarde Schmidt? Ong nghi...”

“Khong giong nhu 6ng nghi dau. T6i n6i thé nay nhé. Néu ba Hildegarde
Schmidt la tha pham thi b dong phuc co thé & trong hanh ly cta ba ay.
Nhung néu ba ay v6 toi thi n6 chdc chdn la &

de.”

“Nhung bang cach nao...” Bouc chgt khyng lai. “Tiéng 6n gi thé
nay?” ong la Ién. “Nghe c nhu tiéng dau may xe lira dang chay vay.”
Tiéng 6n dén gan hon. N6 bao gom nhitng tiéng la budt 6c va

nhitng 161 phan d6i qua giong ctia mot ngwoi phu nit. Canh ctra &

cu6i toa an uéng bat ma@, ba Hubbard x6ng vao.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Khting khiép qua,” ba hét 1én. “Qua sic khting khiép. Trong tii dung do
vé sinh cua toi. Tui caa t6i. C6 mot con dao 16mn...

dinh day méau.”

R06i, bat chot, ba do vé phia tredc, nga dui 1én vai cia Bouc, bat tinh.

CHUONG 14

Hung khi

Vi nhiéu sitc lwe hon 1a sy lich thiép, Bouc dat ngwdi phu nit bat tinh nam
len ban. Bac si Constantine quat mot trong nhitng nhan vién phuc vu toa an
uong vira chay tdi:

“Gitr dau ba ay ¢ tw thé nay,” 6ng bac si chi dan. “Néu ba ay hoi tinh thi
cho ba &y udng mat it cognac. Anh hiéu chwa?”
ROi 6ng chay vdi theo hai ngudi kia. M6i quan tdm cia 6ng danh tron cho

vu 4n mang, con cai ba trung nién bi bat tinh thi chang lam 6ng ban tam
may.
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Co thé la nhitng phwong phap nay da gitip ba Hubbard hoi tinh nhanh hon
la ty ba tinh day. Vai phit sau, ba da ngoi ddy nham nhap cognac trong
chiéc ly ma phuc vu toa an uéng chia cho ba. Va ba tiép tuc huyén thuyén.

“Khong thé td dwgce n6 khing khiép nhw thé nao. Trén tau nay chac khéng
ai hiéu n6i cdm xtc cua t6i dau. Toi 1a ngudi rdt, rdt nhay cam ngay ti khi
con bé xiu. Chi nhin thay chit mau la...

oe... ngay lic nay toi ciing con thay kho & khi nghi dén né.”

Nguwdi phuc vu lai chia chiéc ly ra.

“ Encore un peu, Madame. ”

“Anh nghi toi sé dd hon v? Ca doi toi bai bac rwgu che. Toi chwa bao gio
dong dén moén rugu hay thitc udng cé cén nao. Ca

gia dinh t6i ai cling kiéng rwgu. Trt phi dung né lam thudc thi khong

»

sao...
Ba nhap thém mot ngum nita.

Trong khi do, Poirot, Bouc, cung bac si Constantine bam sat phia sau, dang
héi ha roi toa an uéng di doc theo hanh lang ctia toa Stamboul dén thang
khoang cua ba Hubbard.

Hanh khéach trén tau nhw déu tu tap tredc cira khoang. Phu
trach toa, khuén mat nhén nhac, dang can ho lai.

“ Mais il n’y a rien a voir,” 6ng noi roi lap lai cau nay bang nhiéu thit tiéng
khac.

“Lam on cho t6i qua,” Bouc dé nghi.
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Lach than minh béo tron qua nhitng hanh khach choan duwong, ong budéc
vao khoang, Poirot bam sat phia sau.

“T6i rat mung la ong da t6i,” phu trach toa néi, vé nhe nhom.

“Ai cling mudn xong vao day ca. Cai ba nguwoi My ba dy c hét toang [én.
Ma foi! Téi c& twdng la ba ay ciling bi giét! Toi chay vdi téi thi thay ba ay
dang hét 1én nhw mot ba dién. Ba ay gao lén rang ba ay phadi 16i cac ong tdi.
Roi ba ay vira di va la that thanh, lu loa véi tat ca moi nguwdi & cac khoang
ba di qua vé chuyén vira xdy ra.”

Ong b6 sung cling v&i mot dong tac phac tay:

“O day, thwa 6ng. Toi chia dong vao no.”

Treo & tay nam ctra thong vGi khoang ké bén 1a mot chiéc tdi 16n bang cao
su ké 6 dung do vé sinh. Trén san, ngay dudi chiéc tudi, 1a mot con dao gam
da roi ra tir tay ba Hubbard. P6 1a mot con dao gam ré tién, nhai kiéu
phuong Dong, v6i can cham ndi va lwdi dao thudn dai. Con dao nhuém
nhitng vét trong nhu ri

Sét.

Poirot rén rén nhat noé len.

“Vang,” 6ng lam bam. “Khong lam vao dau dwoc. Pay chinh 1a hung khi
that lac ctia chung ta. Phai khong, 6ng bac si?”

Ong bac si quan sat no.

“Ong khong can phai qué can than dau,” Poirot néi. “Sé khong cé dau tay
nao trén do dau, trir dau tay ba Hubbard.”

Constantine khong quan sat lau.
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“Pung la hung khi,” 6ng xac nhan. “N6 khép véi moi vét thwong.”
“Toi xin 6ng day, 6ng ban, 6ng dirng ndi nhu thé.”

Ong bAc si c6 vé sting sot.

“Chung ta da ngap chim trong nhitng chi tiét trung hgp roi.

Hai ngwoi da quyét dam ong Ratchett dém qua. Sé la qué trung hgp néu
moi ngwoi ho Iya chon cung mot loai hung khi.”

“Vé diéu nay thi c6 1é sy trung hgp khong 16n nhw 6ng twdng dau,” éng bac
si néi. “C6 dén hang van con dao gam nhai kiéu phwong Dong nhw thé nay
dwgc van chuyén dén cac chg &

Constantinople.”

“Ong 1am t6i an tam ddi chut, nhung chi chit xiu thoéi,” Poirot néi. Ong
tram tw nhin canh ca tredc mat. R6i 6ng nhac chiéc tdi ra, thit van tay
nam. Canh ctta khong suy suyén. Trén tay nam khoang ba tac la chiéc chét
ctra. Poirot kéo no tut ra roi thi

md& lan nita, nhung canh ctra van dong chat.

“Chung ta da chot no6 tir phia bén kia, 6ng con nhé chi,” 6ng bac si noi.
“Pung vay,” Poirot to ra lg dang. C6 vé nhu ong dang suy nghi

chuyén gi khac. Chan may ong nhiu lai nhv gap chuyén nan giai.

“Cling khdp, dung khong?” Bouc noéi. “Hung thu da di qua khoang nay. Khi
han déng canh ctra thng khoang thi han s&

thdy chiéc tti. Han chgt ndy ra mot y, nhanh chéng nhét con dao dam mau
vao do. Sau dd, khong heé biét minh da danh thitc ba Hubbard, han chuon ra
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ngoai hanh lang qua canh cwra kia.”
“Pung nhw 6ng noi,” Poirot thi tham. “D6 la cach ma sy viéc phai dién ra.”
Nhung vé boi réi van khong roi khuén mat 6ng.

“Sao 6ng c& nhw thé nhi?” Bouc thac mac. “Lic nao ciling phai c6 diéu gi
dé, c@ nhw néu khong c6 thi 6ng khong hai long vay.”

Poirot liéc nhanh 6ng ban minh.

“Ong khong thay la sao? R 1a khong roi. Thdi dwgc, dé 1a chuyén nhd.”
Phu trach toa nhin vao khoang.

“Ba nguoi My dang tré vé.”

Bac si Constantine c6 vé ay nay. Ong cam thay di déi xt v6i ba Hubbard
khong dwoc dep cho lam. Nhung ba chang trach méc gi 6ng. Tam tri ctia ba
dang don vao van deé khac.

“To6i xin n6i ngay nhu thé nay,” ba hon hén ndi khi vira dat chan dén
nguong ctra. “Toi sé khong ¢ trong khoang nay nita!

Thé ddy! Cac 0ng c6 tra toi mot triéu do-la toi cling khong nga
trong khoang nay t6i nay.”
“Nhung, thva ba...”

“T6i biét 6ng dinh ndi gi roi, va toi xin ndi luén vGi ong rang toi sé khong &
trong do. Thé day! Toi tha ngoi suét dém & ngoai hanh lang.”

Ba bat khoc.

“Oi! néu nhu con gai to6i ma biét... néu nhw né thay toi ldc nay...”
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Poirot ngat 16i ba mét cach cirng ran.

“Ba hiéu nham ro6i, thwa ba. Yéu cau cta ba la hoan toan hop ly. Hanh ly
cta ba sé dugc chuyén ngay 1ap tirc dén mot khoang khac.”

Ba Hubbard ha chiéc khan tay xuong.

“Phai khong d6? Oi, t6i cam thay nhe nhdm ca ngwdi. Nhung cac khoang
day hét ca roi, trtv phi c6 6ng nao...”

Bouc lén tiéng:

“Thwa ba, hanh 1y cua ba sé dugc chuyén ra khéi toa nay. Ba sé c6 mot
khoang riéng & ké bén toa nay, toa da dugc gan thém &

Belgrade.”

“Q, tuyét voi. Toi khong phai 1a loai phu nit yéu than kinh, nhung néu phai
ngt ¢ mot khoang ngay sat véi ngudoi chét thi...”

Ba rung minh. “Chac t6i sé phat dién 1én mat.”

“Michel,” Bouc cat tiéng goi. “Pwa gium nhitng hanh ly nay vao mot
khoang trong trén toa Athens-Paris.”

“Vang, thra ong. Cung so vdi khoang nay, khoang s6 3 c6 dugc khong a?”
“Khong,” Poirot trd 16i tredc ca khi ban minh kip 1én tiéng.

“T6i nghi sé tot hon cho ba day néu nhu cé khoang nao so6 khac.

Khoang s6 12 chang han.”

“Bien, Monsieur. ”

Phu trach toa nhac hanh ly 1én. Ba Hubbard quay sang Poirot, vé biét on.
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“Ong rdt t6t va ciing tinh y nita. T6i cdm on dng nhiéu 1&m.”
“Nhac chuyén dé lam gi, thra ba. Chung t6i sé di cung ba dé
xem ba c6 dugc thoai mai hay khong.”

Ba Hubbard duwgc ba ngudi dan 6ng ho tong dén cho & méi. Ba sung suéng
nhin quanh.

“Khoang nay tot day.”

“Ba ung n6 cht a? Ba thiy ddy, n6 cling y hét nhw khoang ctia ba trwdc day
th6i.”

“Pung vay... chi cé diéu la n6 quay sang chiéu khac. Nhung khong sao, vi
may chiéc tau nay thoat tién di mét chiéu roi sau dé lai di chiéu khac. To6i
da néi véi con gai t6i: ‘Me mudn & toa nao nhin ra dau mdy.” va n6 noi:
‘Sao vay me, nhuv vay khong t6t

dau. Vi néu me di ngt nam chiéu nay thi khi thitc day me sé

thay tau di theo chiéu khac.” Va no néi rat ding day. To6i qua ta chang dén
Belgrade theo mét chiéu roi ra khoi do theo chiéu khac dé sao.”

“Thwa ba, dii thé nao thi by gi& ba da thay vui vé, hai 1ong chua a?”

“Khong, vui vé thé nao duwgc. Ching ta dang ket citng & day do 16 tuyét va
chang ai lam gi dé thoat ra cd. Ma chuyén tau bién cua t6i thi ngay mot da
khai hanh r6i.”

“Thwa ba,” Bouc 6n ton, “ching ta déu trong cung mot hoan céanh... tat ca
chung ta.”

“O thi diing vay,” ba Hubbard thira nhan. “Nhung dau c6 ai bi
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mot tén sat nhan chui qua khoang ctia minh gitta dém hom.”

“T6i van con hoang mang vé chuyén nay day, thwa ba,” Poirot néi. “Lam
sao ga do lai chui dwgc vao khoang ctia ba néu nhw

canh ctra thong khoang da bi chot lai nhw ba néi. Ba cé chac la n6 da chot
lai khong?”

“Sao lai hoi thé, c6 em ngwoi Thuy DPién da chot né lai ngay tredc mat toi
kia ma.”

“Ta thtt dwng lai man kich nho nay xem sao nhé. Ba dang nam trén
giwong... va ba noi la ty ba khong thé thiay dugc, ding khong nhi?”

“Pung, vi cai tii dung do vé sinh né che mat r6i. Chao 6i, toi phai kiém
mot cai tii mébi thoi. Toi nhin cai tdi nay la thady ron hét ca ngudi roi.”

Poirot cam 1én chiéc tii dung do6 vé sinh, treo nd 1én tay nam canh ctra
thong ra khoang bén canh.

“Précisément. T6i hiéu r6i,” ong noi. “Chiéc choét nam ngay dudi tay
nam... Chiéc tdi che mat n6 roi. Tt noi ba nam qua la khong thé thay chiéc
chot da cai lai hay chwa.”

“Thi do, toi da no6i vGi ong roi!”

“Va ba nguoi Thuy Dién, ba Ohlsson dy, da ditng nhw thé nay, giita ba va
canh ctra. Ba dy thit m& né va noéi véi ba la né da dugc cai chot.”

“Pung vay.”
“Thura ba, thé thi ba ay c6 thé da bi lam. Ba hiéu y t6i chit.”

Poirot c6 vé néng long muon gidi thich. “Chiéc chot chi 1a thanh kim loai
nho ra... cho nén kéo sang phdi thi cai ctra, kéo sang trai thi mé. C6 thé ba
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ay chi thit m& ctra, nhwng n6 da bi chot tw
bén kia mat ro6i, cho nén ba ay twdng la né da chét tir bén nay.”
“Thé thi t6i nghi c6 ay kha la ngoc day.”

“Thwa ba, nguai tir té, dé mén nhat chwa chac da la nguoi thong minh nhat
dau a.”

“Pung vay, di nhién r6i.”
“Nhan tién, thwa ba, c6 phai ba khdi hanh ttv Smyrna khong a?”

“Khong. T6i di bang tau bién dén thang Stamboul, va mdt ngudi ban cia
con gai toi - 6ng Johnson (mot nguwai cue ky dé

meén, gia ma t6i gidi thiéu dwoc 6ng véi ong ta) - ra don toi roi dwa toi di
tham quan vong vong ¢ Stamboul. T6i thidy thanh phd

nay chan phéo, moi thit déu lup xup. Con vé may céi dén va viéc mang may
tht to dung 16t xét do6 ra ngoai giay... toi ké dén dau roi nhi?”

“Ba dang ké dén cho 6ng Johnson ra dén ba.”

“Pung roi, roi ong ay tién toi 1én mot chiéc tau van tai cia Phap di Smyrna,
tai d6 con ré t6i da dgi san & trén bén. N6 ma nghe tat ca nhitng chuyén nay
thi khong biét né noi céi gi day.

Con gai t6i bao day la chuyén dé di nhat, an toan nhat tran doi.

N6 noi: ‘Me chi viéc 1én toa la di mot leo dén Parrus, & d6 tau American
Express sé don me.” Va, 6i troi oi, toi ma 16 chuyén tau hoi nwéc nay thi

biét lam sao day? Lé ra t6i phai bao cho bon no.

Ma bay gi& thi t6i khong thé 1am chuyén d6. That 1a kinh khing qua di...”
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Mot lan nita ba Hubbard lai rom rém nwéc mat.
Poirot, von da hoi sot rudt, bén chop ngay lay co hoi.

“Ba vira bi mot cd soc, thwa ba. Phu trach toa an uoéng han da dugc 1énh

mang dén cho ba it tra va banh quy.”

“To6i khong biét minh c6 mudn uéng tra khong nita,” ba Hubbard néi trong
nwdc mat. “Po la mot théi quen cta ngwoi Anh.”

“Ca-phé vay nhé, thrra ba. Ba can chut gi kich thich”.

“Mon cognac do lam cho dau cta to6i kha chuénh choang. T6i nghi minh
nén dung ca-phe.”

“Tuyét. Ba can hoi phuc lai sic Iyc.”
“Chao 6i! Ong néi thiét 1a hay.”

“Nhung truede hét, thwa ba, chi la chat tha tuc thoi. Ba cho phép t6i xem xét
hanh ly cta ba c6 dugc khong a?”

“Pé lam gi vay?”

“Chung to6i dang bat dau xem xét hanh ly cta tat cd moi hanh khach. Toi
khong mudn nhac ba vé chuyén khong hay vira réi, nhung ba nhé lai di,
chiéc tii do vé sinh caa ba...”

“Troi oi! Co 1€ 6ng ding day! Toi khong thé chiu noi néu c6 thém bat ngo
nao nhuw thé nita.”

Cudc kham xét két thiic nhanh chéng. Ba Hubbard di du lich véi hanh ly t6i
thiéu: mét hop dwng nén, mot va-li loai ré tién va mét tii du lich tong day
do6. Ca ba thit nay déu chita nhitng vat dung don gian va thuc té. Viéc kham
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xét no 1€ ra chi mat vai phiat néu nhw ba Hubbard khéng tri hodn no6 lai bang
cach budc moi ngwdi phai quan tdm dén nhitng tdm anh ctia “Con gai t6i”

va hai dira bé khong lay gi lam xinh xan lam: “Chau ngoai t6i day,” ba néi.
“Trong chung cé dang yéu khong co chi?”

CHUONG 15

Cuoc kham xét

Sau khi tung ra hang 16 16c nhitng 16i 1€ lich sy sdo rong va nhac nhé ba
Hubbard rang ca-phé sé dwoc bung t6i cho ba, Poirot cung hai ngudi ban
ctia ong rét cudc cling roi dugc ba nguoi My.

“Thé day, ching ta da khdi dau va két qua la van trang tay,”
Bouc nhan xét. “Chiing ta kham xét ai ké tiép day?”

“T6i nghi don gidn nhat la ta c lan lvgt kham xét doc theo toa, hét khoang
nay dén khoang khac. C6 nghia la ta sé bat dau vGi khoang s6 16: khoang
cta 6ng Hardman dé mén.”
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Ong Hardman, liic d6 dang hiit d& xi-ga, dén ho mét cach nong nhiét.

“Vao day, cac ong. Mién la cac 6ng chui vao dugc, ¢ diy ma ma tiéc thi
hoi chat chéi day.”

Bouc gidi thich muc tiéu chuyén viéng tham. Nha tham t& to 16n gat dau, vé
am hiéu.

“O.K théi. Néi that 1a t6i da thac mac tai sao cac 6ng khong xudng day sém
hon. Pay la cac chia khéa ctia t6i, va néu nhu cac

ong mudn kham ca tii quan, tii 4o cta t6i nita thi xin c ty
nhién. Co can toi 1dy may cai tii du lich xuéng cho cac 6ng khong?”
“Pé phu trach toa lam cho. Michel!”

Po6 dac trong hai chiéc “tGi” cia Hardman nhanh chéng dwgc kham xét va
thong qua. Ching chita mot luwgng kha 16n cac chai regu. Hardman nhay
mat.

“Chang may khi ngudi ta kham tdi ¢ bién gidi, nhat 1a khi ta da dan xép véi
phu trach toa. Chi can xia cho phu trach toa mét tép gidy bac Thoé Nhi Ky la
chang con rac réi nao nira.”

“Con ¢ Paris thi sao?”

Hardman lai nhay mat.

“Dgi dén khi tdi Paris thi nhitng gi con sét lai trong 16 chai lo

nay da duoc trit rdo troi vao mot cai chai dan nhan la dau goi dau.”

“Ong khong ung ho luat cAm rugu 1dm nhi,” Bouc mim cudi.

“That ra, luat cdm rugu chang gay phién ha gi cho t6i,”
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Hardman noi.

“Al  speakesy’ ha?” Bouc phat am tir nay mot cach trau chuét, vdi vé nhw
dang thudng thirc no.

“Tiéng My ctia 6ng nghe c6 duyén va dién cam lam do,”
Hardman noi.
“T6i rat mong c6 dip nao di My,” Poirot néi.

“Bén d6 cac ong sé hoc dugc mot sé6 phwong phap tién tién ddy,” Hardman
néi. “Chau Au muén thitc day, nhung né van

dang mo mang ngu.”

“Qua that nwdc My la mot dat nwde tién bg,” Poirot tan thanh.

“Co nhiéu diéu ¢ nguwdi My khién t6i nguwong mo. Chi c6 diéu la...
c6 thé t6i hoi c6 16 mot chuit... nhung t6i thi téi thay phu nit My

khong duyén dang bang phu nit qué huwong t6i. Con gai Phap hay Bi trong
rat diéu dang, duyén dang... to6i nghi chang noi dau sanh bang.”

Hardman quay luwng nhin ra tuyét héi lau.

“Co 1é ong dung, ong Poirot a,” ong noi. “Nhung toi nghi nguwdi nwdc nao
cling déu thich con gai nwéc ho nhat.”

Ong chép mét nhu thé bi tuyét roi vao mét.
“Hoi choi qua, dung khong a?” ong nhan xét. “Nay cac ong, tinh hinh nay

bat dau lam t6i byc r6i day. Hét giét nguwdi dén bao tuyét roi da thir chuyén
khac, va chang cé gi lam nita chit. Chi
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moi viéc di qua di lai giét thoi gian. Gia c6 gi lam thi hay biét may.”
“Tinh than lao dong M¥ chinh hiéu ha?” Poirot mim cudi.

Phu trach toa ddt cac tdi vé cho cii r6i ho di sang khoang ké

tiép. Dai td Arbuthnot dang ngo6i trong géc hut tau, doc tap chi.

Poirot giai thich cudc viéng thim, 6ng Pai ta khong phan déi gi. Ong ta c6
hai chiéc va-li da nang trich.

“P6 dac con lai t6i giti bang dwong bién,” 6ng gidi thich.

Nhut moi quan nhan, Dai ta 1a nguwoi sap do dac gon gang. Viéc kham xét
hanh ly ctia 6ng chi dién ra trong vai phut. Poirot lwu y dén mot bich dung
que thoéng tau.

“Ong ludn dung cling mot loai que ndy chi¥?” éng héi.
“Thuong la thé. Néu nhv t6i mua dugc.”
“A!” Poirot gat gil.

Nhitng que théng tau nay thudc cung mot loai véi que ma 6ng tim thay trén
san ¢ khoang ctia ngwoi chét.

Bac si Constantine nhan xét nhw thé khi ho tré ra hanh lang.

“_Tout de méme,” Poirot thi thao. “T6i thay kh6 ma tin dugc. N6

khong phéi dans son caractére. N6i nhw thé 1a néi 1én tat ca roi.”

Ctta khoang ké tiép dong kin. Khoang nay thuoc vé Coéng chida
Dragomiroff. Ho go ctra va c6 tiéng ctia ba Cong chia vong ra

bang mat giong khan duc: “Entrez.
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Bouc tré thanh nguwoi phat ngon, 6ng té ra cuc ky cung kinh va 1é do khi
giai thich ly do qudy rdi cta ho.

Cong chua im lang lang nghe, khuon mat nho giong mat céc cta ba vo
cung binh than. Pgi cho 6ng trinh bay xong, ba 6n ton noi:

“Thwa cac 6ng, néu do la can thiét thi xin c tuy nghi. Ngwoi hau cta toi
gitt cac chia khéa. Co ay sé phu giip cac 6ng.”

“Thwa ba, c6 phai ngwdi hau cia ba ludn gitt cac chia khoa?”
Poirot hoi.
“Di nhién, thwa ong.”

“Con néu nhu gitta dém tai bién gidi nao do, nhan vién hai quan doi ba ma&
hanh ly thi sao a?”

Ba Cong chua gia nhun vai.

“Chuyén do6 khé xay ra. Nhung néu n6 xay ra thi phu trach toa
sé triéu tap co ay t6i.”

“Vay ba tin twéng ba ay tuyét doi?”

“T6i da néi véi ong roi,” ba Cong chuia 6n ton néi. “T6i khong muwdn nguoi
nao ma toi khong tin.”
“Vang,” Poirot tram ngam néi. “Ngay nay kiém dugc nguoi tin cay that la

kho. Tha kiém mdt phu nit chat phac nhung dang tin con hon la mdt nguoi
hau loai chic... chang han nhw mot ¢6 gai thong minh nao dé ngudi Paris.”

Ong thay d6i mét den thong minh ti tir dich chuyén réi tap trung vao khuén
mat cua ong.
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“Ong ngu y gi vay, 6ng Poirot?”
“Chiing gi ca, thua ba. Toi &y 42 T6i ngu ¥ gi dau!”

“Co day. Co phai 6ng nghi rang t6i can c6 mdt phu ni* Phap thong minh dé
cham soc cho t6i?”

“Biét dau nhw vay chang tién lgi hon, thwa ba?”

Ba Coéng chua lac dau.

“Schmidt tan tuy vdi toi lam.” Ba kéo ré tirng twr. “Sy tan tuy la
impayable.”

Nguoi phu nit Bitc da dén véi nhitng chiéc chia khéa. Cong chia néi véi ba
bang tiéng Pic, ddn ba mé cac va-li va gitp ‘cadc quy ong day’ xem xét.
Bén than ba thi ra ngoai hanh lang xem tuyét roi. Poirot & lai v&i ba, dé cho
Bouc lam nhiém vu kham xét hanh ly.

Ba nhin 6ng, nd mot nu cuwoi doc dia.

“Ua, 6ng khong muén xem trong hanh 1y tdi c6 gi a?”

Ong l4c dau.

“Thuwa ba, nhitng viéc d6 chi la hinh thitc thoi ma.”

“Ong chéc chit?”

“Truwong hop caa ba thi chac.”

“Nhung t6i quen than va yéu mén Sonia Armstrong ddy. Ong nghi sao?
Ong nghi t6i khéng muén 1am ban tay minh khi giét

chét cdi tén canaille Cassetti d6 sao? Tot 1am, c6 thé la 6ng dung.”
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Ba im lang hoi 1au r6i néi tiép:

“V6i mot ké nhw han, 6ng cé biét t6i mudn lam gi khong? T6i mudn ra 1énh
cho céc toi té cua toi: ‘Danh chét cai tén do di, roi vt xac han ra bai rac
cho ta.” Ong a, d6 1a cdch hanh x& phé bién khi tdi con tré.”

Poirot van khong néi gi, chi cham chu lang nghe.

Ba nhin 0ng, chot tré nén gay gat.

“Ong khong néi gi ca, 6ng Poirot. T6i dang ty héi dng nghi gi day?”

Ong nhin thing vao ba.

“Thwa ba, t0i nghi rang sitc manh ctia ba nam & y chi chi

khong nam trong hai tay cia ba.”

Ba nhin xudng doi tay gay khang khiu, két thiic béi ban tay c6 méng vang
nhw vuot, v6i cac ngén deo day nhan.

“Pung vay,” ba noi. “Toi khong con stc lwc ¢ day... khong con nita. Toi
khong biét minh nén tiéc hay nén mirng.”

Ro6i ba dot ngdt budc trd vao trong khoang, noi ba nguwdi hau dang ban ron
sap stra lai va-li.

Ba Cong chua cat ngang nhitng 16i cao 16i cua Bouc.

“Ong khong can phai c4o 16i, thwa dng,” ba néi. “Mot &n mang da dién ra.
Tat nhién can phdi c6 nhitng hanh dong can thiét.

Ciing binh thvong thoi ma.”

“ Vous étes bien amiable, Madame. ”
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Ba khé gat dau khi ho roi di.
Hai khoang ké tiép déu déng ctra. Bouc dirng lai, gai dau.

“_Diable! ” ong thot 1én. “Gay roi day. Nhitng vi nay c6 ho chiéu ngoai
giao. Hanh 1y ctia ho dwgc mién trir kham xét.”

“Kham xét hai quan thi ding la dwgc mién. Nhwng an mang thi khac day.”
“T6i biét chd. Nhung cling vay théi... ching t6i khong muon c6 rac réi...”
“Pung lo, 6ng ban. B4 twdc va phu nhan sé biét diéu thoi ma.

Thi 6ng xem C6ng chiia Dragomiroff da t6t bung nhw thé nao.”

“Ba ay qua la mot grande dame. Hai vi nay ciling than thé

chang kém, nhung 6ng Ba twdc cho toi 4n twgng 6ng ay la mot ngudi co
tinh khi hung hing. Ong ay da khong hai long khi 6ng ¢6 nai phéng van vo
ong ay. Va viéc nay sé cang lam phién o6ng ay hon nita. Hay la... hirm... ta
cho ho qua di. Du sao thi ho cting dau dinh dap gi dén vu an nay. C& sao toi
phai ty rwdc 14y rac roi khong can thiét cho minh.”

“T6i khong dong y vdi ong,” Poirot phan bac lai. “T6i cam thdy chac chan
rang B4 twdc Andrenyi sé té ra biét diéu. Du thé nao di nita, ta ciing phai
th* mot phen.”

Va, trude khi Bouc kip tra 161, 6ng gé manh vao canh ctra s6 13.

Mot giong noi vong ra: “Entrez. ”

Ba twéc dang ngoi doc bdo & goc gan cira. Ba twdc Phu nhan thi ng6i cuon
minh & géc doi dién, gan ctra s6. Pau ¢6 tya vao mot chiéc goi, cé vé nhw
co dang ngu.
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“Xin Ba tudc thit 16i,” Poirot md 16i. “Xin 6ng bo qua cho su

qudy qua nay. So la ching t6i dang kiém tra tit cd cac hanh ly trén tau. Pa
sO treong hop chi 1a kiém tra cho c6 hinh thitc, nhwng chiing t6i van phai
lam. Ong Bouc néi ring 6ng c6 ho

chiéu ngoai giao nén viéc mién trir déi v4i 6ng cling la hop ly...”
Ong B4 twéc din do hdi lau.

“Cam on 6ng,” ong noéi. “Nhung t6i thdy cling chang can thiét phai mién
trir cho t6i. Tot hon la c@ kham hanh 1y ching t6i nhw

vOi cac hanh khach khac.”

Ong quay sang ngudi vo.

“Hy vong em khong phan doi chi, Elena?”
“Khong hé,” B4 twdc Phu nhan trd 16i khong do du.

MGt cudc kham xét nhanh gon va c6 phan chiéu 1€ dién ra sau dé. Poirot c6
vé nhw co che day su lung ting ctia minh bang cach tung ra nhitng nhan xét
vu vo, chang han nhu:

“Co6 mot chiéc nhan con w6t trén va-li cia ba day, thwa B4 twéc Phu nhan,”
vlra n6i ong vira khiéng xuéng chiéc va-li da dé mau xanh trén d6 cé ghi
tén va c6 mot tdm phu diéu.

Ba twdc Phu nhan khéng tra 10i nhan xét nay. C6 vé kha ngan ngam véi
toan bd quy trinh kiém tra do, c0 tiép tuc ngbi cudn

minh trong géc, mo mang nhin ra ngoai ctta s6 trong lic nhitng nguwdi dan
ong dang ra soat hanh ly cua co & khoang bén canh.
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Poirot hoan tat viéc kham xét bang viéc mé chiéc ti nho phia trén bon rira
tay, ngé lwét qua xem n6 chitra nhitng gi: mot tdm bot bién, kem thoa mat,
bot phan va mot chai nho dan nhan

“trional”.
R0i, sau nhitng 15i 1€ lich su qua lai gitta d6i bén, doan kiém tra rit lui.

Tiép dén la khoang cua ba Hubbard, khoang ctia ngwdi chét, va khoang cua
chinh Poirot.

Twr day la nhitng khoang hang hai. Khoang dau tién, s6 10 va 11

la ctia c6 Mary Debenham, luc d6 dang doc sach, va ba Greta Ohlsson, luc
dé dang ngu nhung giat minh thitc day khi ho vira budce vao.

Poirot 1ap lai nhitng cau noéi cong thitc cia 6ng. Ba Thuy Dién cé vé bon
chon. Mary Debenham thi im ang, than nhién.

Poirot quay sang ba Thuy Dién.

“Thwa ba, néu ba cho phép, chiing toi xin kiém tra hanh ly ctia ba tredc, sau
do6 c6 1é ching t6i phai nhd ba di xem tinh hinh ba ngwdi My nhu thé nao.
Chung t6i da chuyén ba ay vao mot khoang & toa ké bén, nhwng ba dy van
con rat hoang loan vdi phét hién vira r6i ctia ba dy. T6i da goi ca-phé cho ba

ay, nhung téi nghi diéu ma ba ay can truedc hét 1a c6 ai do dé tro chuyén.”

Nguoi phu nit hién hau 1ap titc to ra théng cam. Ba muon di ngay. Han 1a ba
nguwoi My da hitng chiu mot ci s6c khing khiép.

Cai ba t6i nghiép do6 von da buwe boi v6i cudc hanh trinh cong

thém v&i noi buon chia tay c6 con gai. Di nhién ba c6 thé di ngay
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- va-li cia ba dau c6 khoa - va phdi nhé la mang theo mét it mud6i amoniac
nira.

Ba giuc gia. Tai san cua ba nhanh chéng dugc kiém tra xong.

No so sai dén cung cye. RO rang la ba khong nhan ra chiéc hop dwng nén bi
thiéu mat sgi day bang.

C6 Debenham lic nay da dat sach xuéng. Co dang quan sat Poirot. Dgi khi
ong hoi, co chia ra cac chia khoa caa minh. Trong khi Poirot dang khiéng
chiéc va-li va m@ no ra, co noi:

“Tai sao 6ng lai day ba ay di, 6ng Poirot?”

“Toi dy a? Vang, thi la dé cham so6c ba nguoi My dé thoi.”

“MOt cai cd hoan hao, nhung van la mot céi cg.”

“To6i khong hiéu c6 day, thwa c6.”

“T6i nghi 6ng hiéu t6i rat r5.”

C06 mim cu0i.

“Ong muédn chi con mdt minh tdi & day, diing khong?”

“Co dang nhét 10i ctia ¢6 vao miéng toi day.”

“Va nhét suy nghi cta t6i vao dau ong nita ch gi? Khong dau, t6i khong
nghi vay dau. Nhitng y nghi d6 da san c6 trong dau o6ng roi, dung khong
nao?”

“Thwa c0, ching t6i c6 mot cau cach ngon...”

“_Qui s’excuse s’accuse. Ong dinh noi cau do ch gi? Lé ra ong phai khen

ngoi t6i vé kha nang quan sat va sy nhay bén. Nhung vi 1y do nao dé 6ng
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cl nang ndc nghi rang t6i c6 biét diéu gi do trong vu viéc nho nhép nay,
lién quan dén cai chét cia mot

nguwoi ma toi chua ting gap trwdc day.”
“Co dang vé chuyén ra day, thua c6.”

“Khong, téi chang vé chuyén gi ra cd. Nhung t6i cdm thdy qua nhiéu thoi
gian da bi mat do c¥ n6i quanh co thay vi di thang vao van deé.”

“Va c6 khong muén mat thoi gian. Pung r6i, c6 muon di thang vao van dé.
Co thich phuwong phép truc tiép. Eh bien, toi sé cho c6 cai phwong phap
trie tiép dé. T6i sé hdi ¢o y nghia mdot s6 tir ma t6i da nghe 16m dugce trong
chuyén di tir Syria. Toi da xudng tau & ga Konya dé lam cai viéc ma nguwoi
goi la “_stretch the legs”.

<

Trong dém vang, giong ctia ¢6 va Pai ta Arbuthnot da vong dén tai toi:
Khong phdai bay gio. Khong phai luc nay. Khi nao xong dd.

Khi nao moi chuyén qua di...” Co noi nhitng 10i nay la y gi, thuwa c6?”

Co géi binh tinh dap:

“Ong nghi tdi am chi viéc... giét ngudi sao?”

“Toi moi la nguwoi dang hai co, thwa c6.”

Co0 gai thd dai, suy nghi hoi 1au. R6i, nhw thé vira tinh day, c6 noi:

“Nhitng 101 nay co y cua chung, thuwa 6ng, nhung y nay toi khong néi dugc
v6i 6ng. Toi chi co6 thé 1dy danh dy dam bdo véi dng rang trong doi toi, toi
chwa tirng nhin thdy 6ng Ratchett d6 cho dén khi t6i gdp 6ng ta & trén tau.”

“Va... c6 tir chéi gidi thich nhitng 16i d6?”
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“Vang... ong mudn no6i vay cling dugc... toi tir choéi. Ching lién
quan dén... dén mot nhiém vu ma toi dugc giao.”

“MOot nhiém vu ma nay da hoan thanh?”

“Y 6ng la sao?”

“N06 da hoan thanh hay chwa hoan thanh?”

“Sao ong lai nghi thé dugc?”

“Xin c6 nghe day, t6i sé nhac c6 mat tinh tiét khac. Tau da bi

cham vao ngay chiing ta di dén Stamboul. C6 da rat bic xuc, thwa c6. Mot
ngudoi binh tinh va ty cht nhw ¢6, c6 da mat sy

binh tinh doé.”
“T6i khong mudn 16 chuyén ké tiép.”

“Pung nhw ¢6 no6i. Nhung, thwa o, tau Toc hanh Phuwong Bong ngay nao
cling roi Stamboul trong su6t ca tuan. Cho du c6 cé bi

16 chuyén thi c6 ciing chi bi tré hai mwoi bon tiéng dong ho théi ma.”
Lan dau tién co6 Debenham t6 ra mat binh tinh.

“Co6 vé nhr ong khong hiéu ngudi ta c6 nguwdi chd don &

London, va mét ngay bi tré c6 thé lam hong cac ké hoach va gay ra vo so
phién toai.”

“A, vay sao? Ra la c6 ban bé dang chd don c6? C6 khong mudn gay phién
ha cho ho?”
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“D1 nhiéen.”
“Nhung... vay thi la qua...”
“Caigila...”

“Tau mot lan nita bj tré. Lan nay la nghiém trong hon nhiéu, vi c6 khong
thé nao danh dién cho ban be hay goi ho theo

dwong... theo duong...”

“Goi dién thoai duong dai, y ong la vay dung khong?”

“A, bén Anh ngudi ta goi 1a portmanteau call thi phai.

Mary Debenham khé mim cuwdi du ¢6 chang muon.

“Trunk call chz,” co stra lai. “Vang, nhv 6ng noi, that la cuc ky

phién toai khi khong théng bao duwgc 16i nao du la bang dién tin hay dién
thoai.”

“Thé ma, thwa c6, 1an nay thai do cta co lai hoan toan khac.
Co khong té ra sot rudt nita. Co6 rat than nhién, binh tinh.”

Mary Debenham d6 mat, moi bam lai. Co6 khong con cam thdy mudn cudoi
nira.

“Co van chua tra 10i.”
“T6i rat tiéc. Toi khong biét phai tra 10i chuyén gi.”

“Chuyén thay doi thai d6 cta co, thwa co.”
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“Ong khong thdy ong dang 1am nhing xi 1én mot chuyén khong dang gi hay
sao, ong Poirot?”

Poirot vung hai tay trong mot ctt chi xin 16i.
“Co 1é d6 1a mot khuyét diém ctia dam tham ti ching toi.

Chuing t6i mudn thay hanh vi phai luon khép véi nhau. Ching t6i khong
thé bd qua su thay doi thai do.”

Mary Debenham van khong tra 16i.

“C0 biét ro Dai ta Arbuthnot chit, thwa c6?”

Ong cam thay c6 dang nhe nhdm hén khi cha dé duoc thay déi.

“Toi gap ong dy lan dau tién trong cudc hanh trinh nay.”

“Liéu c6 c6 ly do nao dé nghi ngd éng ay c6 quen biét ong Ratchett?”
Co lac dau qua quyeét.

“T6i biét chac chan la 6ng ay khéng quen.”

“Tai sao c6 dam noéi chac?”

“Theo cach 6ng ay néi.”

“Thé ma, thwa c6, ching toi da tim thdy mot que thong tau trén san tau,
trong khoang ctia nguwdi chét. Va Dai ta Arbuthnot chang phai 1a ngudi duy
nhat dung tau trén con tau do6 sao?”

Poirot dan mat vao co gai, nhung c6 khong té ra ngac nhién hay xtc dong,
chi don gian dap:
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“Nham nhi. Vo6 ly qua. Dai ta Arbuthnot ma gdy t0i ac thi do la diéu kho tin
nhat tran doi, dac biét 1a mot téi ac hung bao nhw

vay.

Bén than Poirot cling cdm thdy muén dong y vdi c6. Nhung thay vao do,
ong noi:

“T6i phdi nhac c6 rang c6 khong biét rd 6ng dy lam, thwa c6.”
Co nhun vai.

“Toi biét kha ro kiéu nguwdi nhw 6ng ta.”

Ong néi rat on ton.

“C6 van chua tra 10i t6i vé y nghia nhitng 16i nay: ‘Khi nao moi chuyén qua
di.,”

Co gai lanh lung noi:

“Toi khong c6 gi dé no6i thém.”

“Khong sao,” Hercule Poirot ndi. “Toi sé ty tim ra.”
Ong ctii chao va rdi khéi khoang, khép cira lai phia sau.

“Vay c6 khon ngoan 1dm khong, dng ban?” Bouc héi. “Ong di danh dong
cO ta. Va, qua co0 ta, ong cling danh dong ca ong Dai ta.”

“ Mon ami, néu 6ng muon bat tho thi 6ng phai b6 mdt con chon swong vao
trong hang, va néu con tho & trong dé thi n6 sé

chay ra. B4 chinh la diéu t6i dang lam.”

Ho budc vao khoang cua ba Hildegarde Schmidt.
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Nguwoi phu nit nay da ditng do6 san sang, khuoén mat ba 1é do
nhung vo cam.

Poirot nhin w6t qua nhitng mén doé trong chiéc va-li nhé dat trén ghé. Roi
ong ra hiéu cho phuc vu 14y chiéc va-li 16n tr trén gia hanh ly.

“Chia khoa, thuira ba?” 6ng hoi.
“Da no khong khoa.”
Poirot kéo chét cai roi nhac nap lén.

“A ha!” 6ng thot 1én roi quay sang 6ng Bouc. “Ong con nhé tdi di néi gi
khong? Nhin vao day chut xem!”

Nam ngay trén, bén trong chiéc va-li, 1a bo dong phuc cia phu

trach toa mau nau dwgc xép lai mét cach voi vang.

Vé than nhién cta nguwdi phu nit Pitc trai qua mot sy thay doi dot ngot.

“A 4!” ba hét 1én. “Thit d6 khong phai ctia ti. T6i khong bé né vao do6. Toi
khong hé nhin vao chiéc va-li nay ké tir khi r&i Stamboul. That day, t6i néi
that day. D6 la sy that ma.”

Ba hét nhin nguwdi nay dén nguwoi khac, vé cau khan.

Poirot nhe nhang cam tay ba, tran an.

“Khong, khong c6 gi dau. Chung t6i tin ba ma. Pung xtc dong nhuw thé. Toi
biét chac ba khong phai la ngudi gidu bo dong phuc trong dé, cling nhw t6i
biét chac ba 1a mot dau bép gioi. Coi nao.

Ba c6 diing la dau bép giéi khong vay?”
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Vé ngo ngac, ba ngwdi hau bat gidc mim cuoi.

“Vang, ding vay, tat ca cac ba chu cta toi déu néi thé. To6i...”

Ba khyng lai, miéng ha hoc, mot 1an nita t6 ra hoang hot.

“Khong, khong,” Poirot noi. “T6i dam bao la khong sao dau ma. Coi nao,
dé t6i noi cho biét chuyén gi xdy ra nhé. Cai ga do, ngudi ma ba thiy trong
b6 dong phuc trwdng toa ay ma, han ta budc ra tiv khoang ctia ngudi chét.
Han dung phai ba. Vay la han xui r6i. Vi han da hy vong khong ai trong

thdy han. Phdi lam gi ké tiép day? Han phai tong khit bo dong phuc. Bay
gio n6 khong tao an toan cho han nita ma la mot méi nguy.”

Mat 6ng li€c qua Bouc va Constantine. Ho dang nghe 6ng cham cha.

“Troi luc dé dang tuyét, ba biét day. Tran tuyét nay lam r6i beng cac ké
hoach ctia han. Phai gidu bo do d6 ¢ dau day? Tat ca

cac khoang déu c6 nguoi. Khong, han di qua mot khoang ngo ctra va thay
khong c6 ai bén trong. Khoang nay han phai thudc vé

ngwoi phu nit ma han vira dung phai. Han lach vao, trit bé bo

dong phuc, xép voi no lai roi nhét vao chiéc va-li trén gia do

hanh ly. Phai mat thém nhiéu thdi gian ngwdi ta méi phat hién ra nd.”
“Roi sau d6?” Bouc hoi.

“Sau do ching ta phai thao luan,” Poirot n6i véi anh mat ran de.

Ong banh chiéc 40 dong phuc ra. Chiéc ciic tht ba tir trén xuéng bi mat.
Poirot tho tay vao tui 16i ra chiéc chia khoa van nang cta phu trach toa. N6
c6 thé ma duwoc tat ca cac canh cwa.
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“D6 la 1oi gidi thich vi sao ga nay c6 thé di qua cac canh cira da khéa,”
Bouc néi. “Nhitng cau hoi dng dat ra cho ba Hubbard déu vo6 ich cad. Du
khoéa hay khong khéa, gd d6 van dé dang di qua canh ctra thong khoang.
Suy cho cung, néu da ldy dugc dong phuc ctia phu trach toa thi ha cé gi
khong lay dwgc khoa cua phu

trach toa?”
“Pung day, sao lai khong,” Poirot tan thanh.

“Lé& ra ta da phai biét trugc didu nay, that ddy. Ong nhé lai di, Michel néi
canh ctta khoang ba Hubbard théng ra hanh lang da bi khoa khi é6ng dy dén
tra 10i tiéng chudng ctia ba ay.”

“Pung vay day, thua ong,” ong phu trach toa néi. “Pé la 1y do vi sao toi
nghi ba 4y nam ma.”

“Nhung gio thi dé r6i,” Bouc tiép tuc. “Khong nghi ngd gi nita, han ciing
muon khoa lai ca canh ctra thong khoang nita, nhwng c6 1é han nghe tiéng
girvong cuc cwa chi dé va bi giat minh.”

“Bay gio chung ta chi con phadi tim ra bo kimono do nita ma thoi.”
“Pung vay. Nhung hai khoang cudi cung déu la cia hanh khach nam.”
“Du vay, ta van phai kham chiing thoi.”

“Q! tat nhién. T6i nhé nhitng gi 6ng n6éi ma.”

Hét strc nhanh nhéau, Hector MacQueen bang long cho kham xét.
“Som muon gi cac ong cling phai kham ma,” anh noi vGi nu

cwoi tham ndo. “T6i cam thay chac chan minh la doi twgng tinh nghi nhat
trén tau. Cac ong chi can tim ra t& di chic ghi la lao ta dé lai hét tién bac
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cho t6i la coi nhu xong.”

Bouc ném mot cai nhin ngo vuc 1én anh ta.

“T6i néi dua théi ma,” MacQueen voi va ndi. “Lao sé chang dé

cho t6i xu nao, that ddy. T6i chi 1a mot ké c6 ich cho 1lao ma théi

- biét n6i nhiéu thit tiéng va van van. Cac ong biét day, néu khong biét néi
tiéng gi ngoai viéc néi tot tiéng My thi budc long phdi thué ngudi thoi.
Ngoai ngit cua t6i thi cling chd ghé gébm gi, nhung toi biét chut dinh tiéng

Phap, tiéng Piic va tiéng Y da dé, nhw cach tdi thudng néi, dop chat noi
mua sam va khach san.”

Giong cta anh hoi 16n hon thuwong 16. C6 vé nhw anh ta hoi khé chiu vé vu
kham xét mac du van san long.

Poirot 1én tiéng.

“Khong cé gi ca,” ong noi. “Tham chi mot bitc chic thw gy ton hai cling
khong.”

Mac Queen thé dai.
“T6t, t6i thady nhe nhom ca nguwdi,” anh hai hwéc néi.

Ho di sang khoang cudi cuing. Viéc kham xét hanh ly cia anh chang ngudoi
Y db con va 6ng ngudi hau khdng mang lai két qua

N

gl.
Ba nguoi dan 6ng ditng & cudi toa nhin nhau.

“Lam gi ké tiép day?” Bouc hdi.
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“Tré lai toa an udng thdi,” Poirot ndi. “Ta da biét tat ca nhitng gi can biét
r6i. Ta c6 101 chitng cia cac hanh khach, két qua

kham xét hanh ly cua ho, tit ca nhitng gi ching ta tan mat thay.

Khéng ky vong dwoc gi hon nita dau. Bay gio la dén phan ching ta van
dung chat xam.”

Ong so soang tii 4o tim hop thudc 14. N6 tréng 16c¢.

“Toi sé gdp cac ong sau nhé,” 6ng noi. “T6i sé phai can dén thudc 1a. Bay
la m6t vu rat kho, rat ky la. Ai da khoac chiéc kimono d6? Hién gio n6 &
dau? Gia nhu t6i biét. Trong vu nay c6 diéu gi d6 t6i van chwa nam duoc.

N6 khé vi c6 ngudi cd lam cho khé. Nhung ta sé thdo ludn chuyén nay sau.
Xin cho t6i mot chat nhé.”

No6i doan 6ng hap tap theo hanh lang tré vé khoang ctia minh.
Ong biét minh c6 vai hop thudc duy tri¥ trong va-li.

Ong 14y chiéc va-li xuéng va mé khéa.

... ROi 6ng sup xudng, ngodi xom, tro mat nhin.

Xép ngay ngan & trén cung bén trong chiéc va-li la mot chiéc kimono bang
lua mong mau dé twoi cé théu hinh nhitng con rong.

“Thé day,” ong thi tham. “Ra la vay. Mot thach thirc. Tot lam.

Ta nhan 10i thach thirc nay.”
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PHAN 3

HERCULE POIROT NGOI LAI SUY

CHUONG 1
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Ai trong s0 ho?

Bouc va Constantine dang néi chuyén v@i nhau trong toa an uong thi Poirot
budc vao. Bouc trong c6 vé ngao ngan.

“ Le voila, ” ong thot 1én khi vira trong thay Poirot.

Ong néi tiép khi ngudi ban cia 6ng ngdi xudng:

“Mon cher, ong ma pha dugc vu nay thi toi sé tin la trén doi co phép la!”
“Vu nay lam 6ng lo lang lam sao?”

“Di nhién la t6i lo. T6i khong hiéu dau cua tai nheo nhw thé

nao nira.”

“T6i dong y,” ong bac si noi.

Ong nhin Poirot, vé td mo.

“Thanh that ma néi, t6i khong biét ong dinh sé lam gi ké tiép day.”
“Ong khong biét a?” Poirot tram tu néi.

Ong 14y ra hop thudc, cham ltta dét didu thudc nhé. P6i mit 6ng mo mang.
“V i t0i, do la cho ly thu cta vu an,” 6ng cho biét. “Chuing ta bi

tach khoi nhitng 16i di thong thuong. Nhitng nguwdi ma ching ta 1ay 10i khai
da noéi that hay néi déi? Chiung ta khong c6 phuong tién nao dé kiém
chirtng, ngoai trr nhitng phwong tién ma chung ta ty tao ra. Po la mot bai
tap tri ndo.”

“Nghe hay lam,” Bouc néi. “Nhung 6ng da c6 dugc gi nao?”
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“T6i vira n6i r6i ma. Ta c6 101 khai ctia cac hanh khach va nhitng diéu mat
thay.”

“L0oi chitng ctia hanh khach hay gém nhi! Chiing chang néi 1én bét c& diéu
gi cd.”

Poirot lac dau.

“To6i khong dong y, ong ban a. Loi chitng cua hanh khach cho ta rat nhiéu
diéu thu vi.”

“That sao?” Bouc t6 ra nghi hodc. “Sao t6i chang thay gi nhi?”
“P¢ la vi 6ng da khong lang nghe.”
“T6t, vay ong bao xem t6i da bo 1 diéu gi?”

“T6i chi néu mot vi du théi nhé. Trong 16i chitng dau tién... 10i ctia anh
chang MacQueen... t6i nhé anh ta c6 thot ra mot cau rat y nghia.”

“Vé may la thu ay a?”

“Khong, khéng phéi vé may 14 thw. Theo tri nhd cta t6i thi anh ta néi nhw
sau: ‘ Ttr dé chung t6i di du lich sudt, 6ng Ratchett muén di khdap thé gidi,
ong ta bj ket la khéng biét ngoai ngir nao.

Cong viéc cua téi gibng nhu nguoi hudng dan du lich hon la thw
k};. »»
Ong nhin khudén mit 6ng béc si réi nhin sang méit Bouc.

“Sao? Cac 6ng van khong thay gi a? That khong thé bao chita dugc. D€ cac
ong c6 thém co hoi thit hai, t6i xin dan mot 161 khac caa anh ta nhé, < Néu
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khéng biét néi tiéng gi ngodi viéc noi tot tieng My thi budc long phdi thué
nguoi thoi. °”

“Y 6ng la...?” Bouc trong van ngo ngac.

“A, ra 6ng muon toi ndi toac méng heo chit gi. Thi day: Ratchett khéng néi
tiéng Phdp. Thé ma, khi phu trach toa dén tra

10i chubéng cua O0ng ta dém qua, da c6 mot giong noéi vong ra bdng tiéng
Phdp, bao phuc vu rang da c6 sy lam lan va ong ta khong can gi. Hon thé
nita, do6 lai la mot cau thanh ngi* hoan héo, mét ké chi bap be vai chit tiéng
Phéap khong thé nao néi dugc ¢ Ce n’est rien. Je me suis trompé. *”

“Qua ding,” Constantine thot 1én day hung phan. “Lé ra chung t6i phai
nhan ra chi tiét d6 chit! Ong da nhan manh tirng 15i khi nhic cho ching tbi
r6i ma. Gio thi t6i da hiéu vi sao ong litng khitng khong chap nhan bang
chitng chiéc dong ho bi dam moép.

Vao lic mot gio kém hai mwoi ba phut, Ratchett da chét...”

“Va giong noi kia la cua hung tha da giét 6ng ay!” Bouc két luan mét cach
long trong.

Poirot dua tay 1én phéan déi.
“Xin dirng di nhanh nhv thé. Va xin ditng mac dinh nhiéu hon 1a nhitng gi
ching ta da biét. T6i nghi ta chi nén noi chac rang vao gio dé, tiic mot gio

kém hai mwoi ba phut, c6 ai do da @

trong khoang ctia Ratchett va nguwdi nay phai la nguoi Phdp hodc noi tiéng
Phap thong thao.”

“Mon vieux, ong that qua doi than trong.”

“Ta nén tién lén titng bwdc mot ma thoi. Ta khdng c6 bdng co
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nao la Ratchett da chét vao gio d6.”
“Co tiéng thét da danh thitc 6ng day dé thoi.”
“Phai, diéu nay thi ding.”

“Tuy nhién phat hién nay khong anh huwéng dén sy viéc nhiéu lam,” Bouc
suy tw n6i. “Ong nghe thdy ai d6 di chuyén & khoang bén canh. Ai dé nay
khong phai la Ratchett ma la mot ngwdi khac. Chac 1a han dang riva vét
mau trén tay, don dep dau vét sau khi gay an, dot 1a thw budc t6i. R6i han
chd cho dén khi moi thit déu yén tinh, dén khi han tin da an toan, khéng c6
gi nguy hiém, han mé&i khoéa civa khoang cua Ratchett, cai day xich tw

bén trong, r6i m& khéa canh cira thong sang khoang ba Hubbard va chui
vao do. That ra, sy viéc cling y chang nhu chung ta nghi, chi co sv khdc
biét la Ratchett bi giét sém hon chirng nita tiéng dong ho, va chiéc dong ho
dwgc cai @ mot gio muoi lam 1a nham tao ra bang chitng ngoai pham.”

“Mot bang chitng ngoai pham khong phdi la qua xuat sac dau!” Poirot noi.
“Kim dong ho chi 1g15, thoi gian chinh xac ma ké dot nhap roi hién tredng
gay an.”

“Pung,” Bouc noi, c6 phan hoi ling ting. “Vay chiéc dong ho

néi véi ong diéu gi?”

“Néu nhu cac kim déng ho bi cai dat lai... toi néi la néu thoi day nhé... thi
thoi gian ma né dirng lai han phai c6 mot y nghia.

Phan ng tw nhién ctia chung ta la phai nghi ng& bat cit ai c6 bang chitng
ngoai pham dang tin cay vao gio da duoc chi ra...

trong treong hop nay la 1g15.”

“Pung, ding r6i!” ong bac si thot 1én. “Lap luan nay rat tot!”
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“Ta cling nén chu y mdét chit dén thoi gian ma ké dot nhap lot vao trong
khoang. Han c6 co hdi lam chuyén dé vao ltic nao? Trw

phi ta cho rang 6ng phu trach toa that c6 dong muu, khoang thoi gian duy
nhat ma han cé thé lam chuyén do la... trong lic tau ditng ¢ Vincovci. Sau
khi tau roi Vincovci thi phu trach toa ng6i quay mat ra hanh lang. Tuy hanh
khach chang ai dé y dén mot 6ng phu trach toa, nhung 6ng phu trach toa
that thi sé nhan ra ngay ké gia mao. Con khi tau ding ¢ Vincovci thi ong
nay da xuong san ga mat roi, khong con maéi hiém nguy nao nita.”

“Va theo nhitng 1ap luan cii cta ching ta thi ga dé phdi nam trong so cac
hanh khach,” Bouc néi. “Ta lai tr¢ vé diém xuat phat mat roi. Ai trong so
ho day?”

Poirot mim cuoi.

“To6i c6 mot danh sach,” 6ng no6i. “Néu cadc 6ng mudn xem thi c6 1é no sé
giup cac 6ng nhd lai nhiéu thir day.”

Bouc va ong bac si cung chum dau vao ban danh sach. N6 dugc viét ra mot
cach nan nét, c6 phuong phap va theo trinh ty

phong van cac hanh khach.

Hector MacQueen - cong dan My. Givong s6 6. Hang hai.

Pong co cé thé 1a do quan hé cong viéc vdi ngudi chét.

Bang chitng ngoai pham: Tt nita dém dén 2g sang. (Ntta dém dén 1g30

chitng thye béi Pai td Arbuthnot va 1g15 dén 2g chitng thue bai phu trach
toa.) Bang chitng chong lai anh ta: Khong

Yéu t6 kha nghi: Khong
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Phu trach toa - Pierre Michel - cong dan Phap.
bong co: Khong

Bang chitng ngoai pham: T nita dém dén 2g sang. (Pugc H.P. thdy ngoai
hanh lang cung luc véi giong nodi phat ra tw khoang cua Ratchett vao luc
12g37.

T 1g sang dén 1g16 chitng thuc béi hai phu trach toa khac.) Bang chitng
chong lai 6ng ta: Khong.

Yéu t6 kha nghi: Bo dong phuc duwgc tim thay 1a c6 1gi cho 6ng ta vi cé vé
nhu ai d6 mu6n dé méi nghi ngo 1én ong.
Edward Masterman - cong dan Anh. Givong s6 4. Hang hai.

Pong co: C6 thé do quan hé vé&i ngudi chét. (Ong ta 1a ngusi hau cia ngudi
chét.)

Bang chitng ngoai pham: T nita dém dén 2g sang. (Ching thuc bdi
Antonio Foscarelli.)

Bang chitng chong lai 6ng ta va yéu to0 kha nghi: Khong, ngoai trit viéc ong
la nguwoi dan 6ng duy nhét cé chiéu cao va kich c@ vira van v6i bo dong
phuc phu trach toa. Tuy nhién, tiéng Phap ctia 6ng khong phai 1a tét.

Ba Hubbard - c6ng dan My. Giwong so 3.
bong co: Khong.
Bang chitng ngoai pham: Tt nira dém dén 2g sang - Khong.

Bang chitng chong lai ba va yéu t6 kha nghi: Cau chuyén vé ngwoi dan ong
trong khoang cua ba, dugc xac nhan qua 10i chitng cua 6ng Hardman va ba
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Schmidt.
Greta Ohlsson - cong dan Thuy Dién. Giwong s6 10. Hang hai.
bong co: Khong

Bang chitng ngoai pham: T nita dém dén 2g sang. (Ching thyc bai Mary
Debenham.) Lwtu y: 1a ngudi cudi cung thay Ratchett con song.

Cong chiia Dragomiroff - cong dan Phap nhap cuw. Giwong s6 14. Hang
nhat.

Pong co: Rat than v6i gia dinh Armstrong va la me d& dau ctia Sonia
Armstrong.

Bang chitng ngoai pham: Tt nita dém dén 2g sang. (Chitng thue béi phu
trach toa va ngudi hau.)

Bang chitng chéng lai ba va yéu td kha nghi: Khong.

Ba twdc Andrenyi - cong dan Hungary. HO chiéu ngoai giao.

Giwong so 13. Hang nhat.

bong co: Khong.

Bang chitng ngoai pham: Nira dém dén 2g sang. (Chitng thuc bdi phu trach
toa - khong bao gom khodng thoi gian tiv 1g dén 1g15.) Ba twdc Phu nhan
Andrenyi - Nhu trén. Givong so 12.

bong co: Khong

Bang chitng ngoai pham: Nita dém dén 2g sang, udng thudc ngu trional va
nglt. (Ching thwc bédi chong. Lo trional trong ti cta c6 ta.) Pai ta
Arbuthnot - cong dan Anh. Givong s6 15. Hang nhat.
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bong co: Khong.

Bang chitng ngoai pham: Nita dém dén 2g sang. No6i chuyén véi MacQueen
cho dén 1g30. Tr& vé khoang ctia minh va khong di dau nita. (Chitng thyc
bai MacQueen va phu trach toa.)

Bang chitng chéng lai 6ng ta va yéu t6é kha nghi: Que théng tau.
Cyrus Hardman - cong dan My. Giwong s6 16. Hang hai.
bong co: Khong co.

Bang chitng ngoai pham: Nita dém dén 2g sang. Khong rdi khoang. (Ching
thwc b&i MacQueen va phu trach toa.)

Bang chitng chong lai 6ng ta va yéu td kha nghi: Khong.
Antonio Foscarelli - cong dan My (sinh ¢ Y). Giwdng s6 5. Hang hai.
bong co: Khong co.

Bang chitng ngoai pham: Nita dém dén 2g sang. (Chitng thyc bdi Edward
Masterman.)

Bang chitng chong lai anh ta va yéu t6 kha nghi: Khong, ngoai trir viéc
hung khi phu hgp véi khi chdt cia anh ta (theo y 06ng Bouc.) Mary
Debenham - céng dan Anh. Giwong so 11. Hang hai.

bong co: Khong.

Bang chitng ngoai pham: Ntta dém dén 2g sang. (Chitng thuc bdi Greta
Ohlsson.)

Bang chitng chéng lai c6 ta va yéu t6 kha nghi: tir choi giai thich.

Hildegarde Schmidt - cong dan Pic. Giwong so 8. Hang hai.
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bong co: Khong.

Bang chitng ngoai pham: Nita dém dén 2g sang. (Ching thyc béi phu trach
toa va chu cua ba.) Lén giwong ngu. Bi phu trach toa dung day luc 12g38
va di dén cho chu.

Ghi chad: Loi chitng ctia cac hanh khach dwgc hau thuan bdi 16i khai cta
phu trach toa rang khong ai ra vao khoang ctia 6ng Ratchett tir nira dém dén
1

gio (khi 6ng di sang toa ké) va tir 1g15 dén 2 gio.

“Céac 6ng ciling hiéu roi day, tai liéu nay chi 1a mot ban tom tat cac 1oi
chitng ma chung ta da nghe. Chung dugc trinh bay nhw

vay cho thuan tién,” Poirot noi.

Bouc trao no lai cung mot cai nhan mat.

“N6 chang lam sang té gi cd,” ong thui nhan.

“Co 1é ong sé thay cai nay hgp véi khau vi cia 6ng hon chang,”

Poirot hoi mim cuwdi khi chia ra cho Bouc mét t& gidy thit hai.
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CHUONG 2

Mudi cau hoi

Trén to gidy c6 ghi nhw sau:

Nhitng diéu can gidi thich.

1. Chiéc khan tay c6 théu van H la cua ai?

2. Que thong tau. Do Pai tad Arbuthnot danh roi hay ai khac?

3. Ai mac chiéc kimono do?

4. Ai la ngudi dan 6ng, hay phu nit da cai trang trong bd dong phuc phu
trach toa?

5. Tai sao kim dong ho lai chi 1g15?

6. An mang c6 dién ra vao thoi diém d6?
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7. Hay s6Gm hon?

8. Hay muon hon?

9. C6 chac la Ratchett bi dam bdi nhiéu hon mot ngugi?
10. C6 101 gidi thich nao khac cho cac vét thwong khong?

“To6t 1am, dé xem ta c6 thé lam gi,” Bouc ndi, twoi tinh ra doi chut trwdc
ban thach do6 tri tué nay. “Di nhién ta phai theo trinh ty va c6 phwong phap.
Nao, hady bat dau bang chiéc khan tay.”

“Pugc théi,” Poirot gat dau, vé hai long.
Bouc tiép tuc noéi, c6 phan hoi ké ca.

“Chit H. gan vdGi tén cua ba ngudi: ba Hubbard, c6 Debenham, von c6 tén
16t 1a Hermione, va ba ngwoi hau Hildegarde Schmidt.”

“A! Nhung 12 ai trong ba nguoi d6?”

“biéu nay rat kho néi. Nhung t6i thi tdi sé chon c6 Debenham.
Nhu ching ta déu biét, c6 ay cé thé dwoc goi theo tén 16t chi
khong theo tén riéng. Va quanh co ta cting c6 mot s6 nghi van.

Mon cher, cau chuyén ma 6ng nghe 1é6m dwoc chac chan la hoi ky la, va ca
viéc tir chdi giai thich cta co ta cling vay.”

“Phan t6i thi t6i bo phiéu cho ba nguwoi M¥,” bac si Constantine cho biét.
“Dd la mot chiéc khan tay rat dat tién, va ca thé gidi déu biét chi c6 dan My

mdi tiéu tién bat mang.”

“Vay la ca hai 6ng déu loai trir ba ngudi hau?” Poirot héi.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Vang. Thi chinh ba ay ciing néi rang day la khan tay ctia nguwdi thudc tang
16p thvgng lvu ma.”

“Sang cau hoi thit hai... chiéc que thong tau. Cé phai Pai tad Arbuthnot
danh roi no6 hay ai khac?”

“Cau nay khé hon déy. Ngudi Anh thi ho khong choi kigu dam.

Chuyén nay thi 6ng c6 ly. T6i nghiéng vé quan diém la c6 ai dé bo lai chiéc
que théng tau dé dé vay toi cho cai 6ng nguwoi Anh chan dai do.”

“Ong Poirot, nhr 6ng di néi,” dng béc si 1én tiéng, “hai manh méi 1a qua
sttc cau tha. Toi dong y vdi ong Bouc. Chiéc khan tay la mét sy so suat
thuc sw, nén khong ai thira nhan do la caa

minh. Con chiéc que thong tau thi lai la manh m6i gia. D€ hau thuan cho
1ap luan nay, 6ng ciling da thay rang Pai ta Arbuthnot khong hé té ra bai rai.
Ong ay cong khai thira nhan minh hit thuéc béng tau va st dung cling loai
que thong tau do.”

“Ong 1ap luan t6t day,” Poirot xac nhan.
“Cau hoi thit ba: ai méac chiéc kimono d6?” Bouc tiép tuc. “Veé

chuyén nay thi thuc t6i khong cé chiit ¥ twéng nao. Ong cé v gi khong, bac
si Constantine?”

“Ciing khong.”

“Vay cau nay chung t6i xin chiu la dau hang. Cau hoi ké tiép du sao ciing
con kha di. Ai la ngudi dan 6ng, hay phu nit da cdi trang trong bo dong
phuc phu trach toa? T6t thoi, c6 thé khang dinh mot s6 nguwdi sau la khong
phdi: Hardman, Dai ta Arbuthnot, Foscarelli, Ba twéc Andrenyi va Hector
MacQueen.
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Nhitng ngwoi nay déu qua cao. Ba Hubbard, ba Hildegarde Schmidt va ba
Greta Ohlsson thi qua day da. Chi con lai 6ng ngwdi hau, c6 Debenham,
cong chia Dragomiroff va Ba twdc Andrenyi. Nhung c6 vé nhu do kho la
mot trong s6 nhitng ngwoi nay. Ca Greta Ohlsson lan Antonio Foscarelli
déu thé rang c6 Debenham va 6ng nguwoi hau khong roi khéi khoang cua
ho, Hildegarde Schmidt thi thé rang ba Coéng chuia & khoang ctia ba ay, con
Ba twdc Andrenyi thi bdo rang vo 6ng ta uong thuéc ngu.

Cho nén ngudi nay khong thé la ai cd, mét diéu that phi ly!”
“Nguoi ban gia Euclid cta ching ta da tirng n6i nhuw thé,”
Poirot thi tham.

“Phai 1a mot trong bon nguwoi do,” bac si Constantine noi. “Trie

phi la ai d6 tir bén ngoai chui vao va da tim dwgc cho tron. Ma diéu nay thi
chuing ta da dong y vd&i nhau la khong thé dugc.”

Bouc chuyén sang cau héi thit nam trong danh sach.

“S6 5 - Tai sao kim déng ho lai chi 1g15? Theo t6i c6 hai cach gidi thich
cho chuyén nay. Hoac gia la né duwgc hung thu cai dat dé thiét 1ap mot bang
chitng ngoai pham nhuwng lic dinh trén ra ngoai thi han lai bi ket trong
khoang do nghe thay c6 tiéng ngudi di bén ngoai hay sao do... cho da... toi
ma@i ndy ra mot y nay...”

Hai nguwoi kia lich sy chd dogi trong khi Bouc vat 16n mot cach kho s& vai
nhitng no luc tri tué.

“T6i nghi ra r6i,” cudi cung o6ng néi. “Khong phai hung tha

madc do phu trach toa la ngwdi pha dong ho! Ngudoi nay chinh 1a ké ma ta
goi la Hung thu th hai, mot ké thuan tay trai. Noi cach khac, dé la nguoi
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phu ni* madc kimono dé. Ngudi nay dén mudn hon va sita lai cac kim déng
h6 dé tao ra bang chitng ngoai pham cho chinh minh.”

“Hoan hd,” bac si Constantine thot 1én. “Ong hinh dung ra gioi that day.”

“That ra,” Poirot n6i, “nguwdi phu ni* nay da dam Ratchett trong bong toi,
khong hé biét rang 6ng ta da chét, nhwng cach nao dé lai biét dugc rang
trong tdi pyjama ctia ong ta cé chiéc dong ho.

Nguoi nay ben 1ay né ra, so soang chinh lai kim r6i dam mop chiéc dong
ho.”

Bouc nhin 6ng lanh lung.
“Ong con goi y gi hay hon khong?” dng hoi.
“Hien thoi thi khong,” Poirot thi nhan.

“Du sao, t0i nghi rang ca hai ong déu chwa nam dugc diém trong yéu vé
chiéc dong ho nay,” Bouc tiép tuc.

“Cau hoi thit squ sé gitp gidi quyét né chang?” 6ng bac si hai.

“Pé trd 101 cau ‘An mang c6 dién ra vao thoi diém d6?’ - tirc 1g15 -
toi noi la * Khong’.”

“T6i dong y,” Bouc tan thanh. “‘S6m hon chang?’ 1a cau hoi ké
tiép. T6i ndi la dung. Ca ong cling vay chi, bac si?”

Ong béc si gat dau.

“Pung, nhwng cau hoi: ‘Mudn hon chang?’ cling c6 thé tra 16i theo huéng
dung. T6i dong y vdéi 1ap luan cua 6ng, 6ng Bouc a, va t6i nghi ca 6ng
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Poirot cling thé mac du 6ng ta khong mudn dwa ra y kién cia minh. Hung
tha th nhat dén trede 1g15, hung tha

thit hai dén sau 1g15. Con vé cau hoi vé viéc thuan tay trai thi tai sao ta
khong tién hanh nhitng buwdc di dé tim hiéu xem hanh khach nao thuan tay
trai?”

“Toi cling khong hoan toan bé qua chi tiét nay,” Poirot ndi.

“Chac cac ong ciling dé y la t6i buoc moi hanh khach ky tén hay viét ra dia
chi. Ciling khong thé khang dinh chac chan dugc vi mét s6 ngwoi lam viéc
nay bang tay phai, lam viéc kia bang tay trai. C6 ngudi viét bang tay phai
nhung choi golf bang tay tréi.

Tuy vay n6 van c6 y nghia nhat dinh. Tat cd moi hanh khach, khi dugc yéu
cau, da cam but 1én bang tay phai, ngoai trit Céng chia Dragomiroff vi ba
nay da tr choi viét ra.”

“Cong chia Dragomiroff w? Khong thé dugc,” Bouc thot 1én.
“T6i khong tin ba ta cé du sic lyc dé dam nhat dao bang tay

trai do,” bac si Constantine nghi hodc ndi. “Nhat dao nay da dugc dam vaoi
mot lwe rat manh.”

“Manh hon so v6i sitc voc ctia phu niv?”
“Khong. Toi khong thé néi vay. Nhung to6i nghi 1a manh hon so véi kha

nang mot cu gia c6 thé lam. Va thé chat cta ba Cong chua lai kha 1a yéu

e

O,t-”
“Co thé day la van dé anh hwdng cua tinh than Ién thé xac,”
Poirot noi. “Cong chida Dragomiroff c6 ca tinh manh va nghi lwc phi

thwong. Nhung ta hdy tam lwét qua van dé nay.”
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“P06i vOi cac cau hoi so 9 va 10: ‘Co chac la Ratchett bi dam bdi nhiéu hon
mot nguoi?’ va ‘Co 1oi giai thich nao khac cho cac vét thuwong khong?’ -
theo y kién cua t6i, vé mat y hoc ma néi thi khong cé cach giai thich nao
khac vé cac vét thwong. That 1a nhdm nhi néu ai d6 cho rang c6 nguwdi nao
da dam hoi hot roi chgt dam rat manh, thoat tién dam bang tay phai roi dam
tiép bang tay trai, va sau mot khoang nghi chirng nita gio lai dam nhirng vét
thwong mdi nguyén trén co thé mot ngudi da chét.”

“Pung,” Poirot no6i. “Diéu do6 la nham nhi. Va 6ng nghi néu la hai ngudi thi
sé khong con la nham nhi nita chw?”

“Nhu chinh ong vtra néi, con cach giai thich nao khac vao day nita?”
Poirot nhin thang phia truéc.

“DP¢ la diéu t6i dang ty héi,” ong noéi. “Do la diéu to6i khong ngirng tw hoi
minh.”

Ong nga lung ra ghé.
“KEé tir nay, tat ca la & day,” ong gb go 1én tran. “Ta da mo xé

hét roi. Tat ca cac sy kién déu ¢ tredc mat ching ta, sap xép mot cach chin
chu, trat tw va cé6 phwong phap. Tirng nguwoi mot, cac hanh khach déu da
ngoi & day, dua ra 10i chitng cia minh. Ta da biét tat cd nhitng gi c6 thé
biét... tit bén ngoai...”

Ong nhin Bouc, nd mot nu cwdi triu mén.

“Chung ta da tirng ndi dua mot chit véi nhau vé chuyén ngoi lai va nghi ra
sw that, ding khong nhi? Thé thi t6i dang sap &ng dung ly thuyét cia minh
& ngay day, trudc mat cac ong. Hai 6ng cling phai lam nhw vay. Nao, ching
ta hdy nham mat lai va suy nghi...”
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“Mot hay nhiéu hon mot hanh khéach da giét Ratchett? D6 la ai? ”

CHUONG 3
Vai tinh tiét kha nghi
Khong ai m& miéng noi ra 10i nao trong hon muoi lam phuit.

Bouc va Constantine bat dau bang viéc c6 gang tuan theo nhitng huwéng dan
cta Poirot. Ching goi y rang phdi nhin qua man swong cac tinh tiét mau
thuan nhau dé di dén mot 161 giai ro rang va xuat sac.

Nhitng y nghi ctia Bouc dién ra dai dé nhu sau:

“Di nhién la minh phai vat 6c suy nghi. Nhung minh da suy nghi hét ca roi
ma... RG rang la Poirot nghi ¢6 gai ngudi Anh cé dinh liu dén vu nay. Minh
thi thy diéu d6 kho co6 kha nang nhat... Nguwdi Anh, ho cuc ky lanh lung.
Co 18 do 1a vi ho khong c6 ca tinh... Nhwng minh bi lac dé roi. Cé vé nhw
gd ngudi Y khong thé 1am chuyén do, that 13 uéng qua. Theo minh thi dng
ngwoi hau Anh khong néi doéi khi 6ng ta bdo ga nay khong heé roi khoang.
Cé sao Ong ta lai n6i doi nhi? Chang dé gi mua chudc nguoi Anh dau, ho
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rat khé tiép can. Toan bd chuyén nay that la xti quay qua di. Chang biét
dén bao gid mdi thoat ra dugc day.

Chéc 13 hoat dong cttu vién dang dugce xtic tién. O may nudc nay

sao nguwoi ta cham thé... phai mat hang gid mdi cé ai d6 chiu nhic nhich
tay chan. Canh sat & cac nudc nay thi thé nao ho

cling sé lam nhdng xi ca lén - ra vé la quan trong, nhay cam, nghiém trong.
Ho sé bién nhitng chuyén nay thanh mot vu

hoanh trang. Mot co hoi nhw vay dau dé ma c6 dwgc. Chuyén nay roi sé
tran lan trén tat ca cac to bo...”

Keé tir d6, nhitng suy nghi cia Bouc nhap vao mét quy dao quen thudc ma
ching da di qua cé dén hang tram lan.

Cac suy nghi ctia bac si Constantine thi dién ra nhw sau:

“Cai ong nho tho nay that la ky quai. Mot thiéen tai chang? Hay mot ga lap
di? Liéu 0ng ta c6 gidi dwoc bi an nay? Khong thé nao.

Minh chang thdy c6 16i thoat nao cd. N6 qua sic roi ram. Hinh nhw moi
nguwoi déu noi doi... Nhuwng du biét vay cling chang gitp dugc gi. Néu tat
ca déu noi doi hay néu tat ca déu noéi that thi sy

thé cling r6i ram chang khac gi nhau. Nhitng vét thwong dé dung la ky la.
Minh khong thé hiéu noéi... Sé dé hiéu hon nhiéu néu nhw 6ng ta bi ban
chét... Du sao thi thuat ngt* ‘gunman’ cling mang nghia 1a ban bang stng.
My la mot dat nwdc ky la. Minh c6 dip dén dé thi hay qua. Mot nuwdc rat
tién bd. Khi nao vé minh phadi lién lac véi Demetrius Zagone méi dugc, 6ng
dy da tirng &
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My va c6 nhiéu y twdng tan tién... Khong biét Zia dang lam gi Iic nay. Néu
ba xa minh phat hién ra...”

Nhitng suy nghi ctia 6ng hoan toan chim dam trong cac van dé ca nhan.
Hercule Poirot ngoi rat im ang.
Rat dé lam twdng la 6ng dang ngu.

Va ro6i, rat dot ngdt sau muwoi lam phit hoan toan bat dong, chan may 6ng
nhich 1én ti¥ tir trén vang tran. Mot tiéng thd dai khe khé thoat ra. Ong thi
tham qua hoi tha:

“Nhung, tai sao khong? Va néu nhuw thé thi... Bung r6i, néu nhu thé thi moi
viéc déu co thé giai thich.”

Ong m& mét ra. Ching xanh nhe mit méo. Ong nhe nhang noi:

Lac 16i trong cac suy nghi cua minh, cd hai nguwdi dan 6ng déu giat ban
minh.

“Toi cling nghi xong,” Bouc ndi vai chut vé ngugng nghiu.
“Nhung t6i khong di duge dén két luan nao. Lam sang td cac vu
an la metier cua ong ch khong phai cua toi, ong ban a.”

“T6i cling da suy nghi rat lung,” 6ng bac si n6éi ma khong hé

lay lam nguong nghiu, gita ltic 6ng dang hoi twéng lai mot s6
tinh tiét dam duc trong suy nghi ctia minh. “T6i da suy nghi vé

nhiéu 1ap luan, nhung khéng c6 1ap luan nao thuc sy lam t6i hai long.”
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Poirot hién hoa gat dau. Cai gat dau cia 6ng nhw mudn noi:
“Rat dung. N6i nhu vay la phai. Cac 6ng da nhac nhé t6i nhitng diéu ma toi
cho doi.”

Ong ngdi rat thdng, ngwc wdn ra tredc, tay xoa xoa bo ria theo ding cung
cach cua mét dién gia dang chuan bi phat biéu trudc cong ching.

“Cac ban than mén, toi da ra soat lai cac su kién trong dau va
nhd lai 16i chitng cuaa tirng hanh khéach dé di dén két qua nay.

To6i thdy rang, mac du hién nay van tu mu, nhuwng c6 mot cach giai thich
phu hgp véi cac sy kién ma chiing ta biét. D6 1a mot giai thich rat ky la, va
toi cting khong dam chac no 1a sy that. Bé

di dén két luan dit khoat, toi phdi tién hanh mot s6 thit nghiém.

“Trwdc hét, t6i xin dwge nhac dén mot so tinh tiét ma theo t6i 1a c6 tinh goi
y. Hay bat dau bang nhan xét ma 6ng Bouc tirng néi vdi tdi ngay tai day
vao dip tdi va 6ng 4y cling nhau dung bita trwa dau tién trén tau. Ong dy da
binh luan vé viéc ching ta bi

bao quanh bdi nhitng ngudi thuéc dt moi tang 16p, Iita tudi, quoc tich. Bé
la mot sw kién kha hiém vao mua nay trong nam. Lay vi du, toa Athens-
Paris va toa Bucharest-Paris dang hau nhu tréng tron. Hay nhé lai xem, cé
mot hanh khach bi 1& chuyén. T6i nghi, viéc nay cé y nghia han hoi. Ro6i
dén mot so tinh tiét nho

khac ma t6i cho la tinh tiét kha nghi. Vi du nhuw vi tri tai do vé

sinh cta ba Hubbard. Tén cua me ba Armstrong, cac phvong phap tham
thinh ctia 6ng Hardman, ggi y cia MacQueen vé viéc chinh Ratchett la
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nguoi thu tiéu to gidy bi dot ma ching ta phat hién, tén thanh cua Cong
chia Dragomiroff, va vét m& trén tap ho chiéu Hungary.”

Hai nguoi dan ong nhin Poirot.

“Nhirng chi tiét nay c6 goi y diéu gi cho cac 6ng khong?” Poirot héi.
“Khong gi cd,” Bouc thang thirng néi.

“Con ong bac si?”

“T6i chang hiéu ti nao nhitng gi 6ng ndi.”

Trong khi do6, Bouc tinh s6 ngay moén vat s& mo6 duwgc ma ban 6ng vira nhac
t6i: 6ng dang luc tim trong xap hd chiéu. Ong 1am bam gi d6 khi nhit ra tap
hé chiéu ctia Ba twdc va Ba twdc Phu nhan Andrenyi, doan m& no ra.

“Ong noi cai nay chit gi? Vét ban nay dy a?”
“Phai. P6 1a mot vét md kha 1a méi. Ong c6 dé ¥ né ndm & dau khong?”

“O ngay dau, phan néi vé vg dng Ba tuéc - chinh xac 1a ché tén Thanh cia
ba ta. Nhwng t6i xin thti nhan la t6i van chwra nam dwgc van de.”

“Toi dang sap tiép can no t mot goc do khac. Ta hay trd lai vGi chiéc khan
tay tim thay & hién truong gdy an. Nhw ching ta da ban ludn md&i day, ba
ngwoi cé thé gan vGi van H.: ba Hubbard, c6 Debenham va ba ngudi hau
Hildegarde Schmidt. Bay gio ta hdy xem xét chiéc khan tay nay ttr mot géc
do khac. Thwa cac ban, day la mét chiéc khan tay cuc ky dat tién, mot objet
de luxe,

khau bang tay va théu tai Paris. Ai trong s6 cac hanh khach, bao gom ba
nguoi noi trén, c6 kha nang sé hitu chiéc khan tay nay?

Khong thé 1a ba Hubbard, mot phu nit dang kinh khong c6 sw
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thich tha d6i véi nhitng chi tiéu bira bai va qua mitc cho trang phuc. Khéng
phai la ¢c6 Debenham. Tang 16p cta c6 & Anh c6 thé

cho phép c6 s& hitu mot chiéc khan tay duyén dang bang vai lanh, nhung
khong phai l1a chiéc khan tay bang thit lanh min dat tién c6 thé tri gia dén
hai tram franc nhw thé nay. Va chac chan khong phai la ctia ba nguwdi hau.
Nhung trén tau c6 hai ngwdi phu nit c6 kha nang s& hitu chiéc khan tay nay.
Ta hay

xem xét tht liéu c6 cach nao gan ho vdi van H, hay khong. Hai phu nit ma
toi dé cap dén la Cong chtia Dragomiroff...”

“Von c6 tén thanh la Natalia,” Bouc mia mai noi.

“Chinh x4c. Va tén thanh cta ba, nhw t6i vira néi ban ndy, chac chan la mot
tinh tiét kha nghi. Nguwoi phu nit thit hai la B4 twdc Phu nhan Andrenyi. Va
1ap titc c6 mot chi tiét thu hut sy

cha y cta chung ta.”
“Cua ong cha!”

“Vang, cha t6i. Tén thanh cta c6 ta trén hd chiéu bi thién léch béi dau ma.
Ai cting nghi do la sy tinh co. Nhung hay suy nghi

Ve cdi tén thanh nay. Elena. Gia duy, thay vi Elena n6 la Helena thi sao? Chiy
H viét hoa c6 thé chuyén thanh chit E viét hoa r6i x6a di chir e nhé kha dé
dang, sau dé cho thém vao mot vét m& dé

khoa 14p viéc chinh sita.”
“Helena,” Bouc reo len. “Qua la mot y hay!”
“Chac chan dé la mot y hay! T6i bén tim kiém mot sy xac nhan, cho du rat

nho, cho y twdng cua minh, va toi da tim ra.
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Mot trong nhitng chi€c nhan ghi tén trén hanh 1y ctia Ba twdc Phu nhan hoi
bi am. D6 la loai nhan ma ngudi ta thwong ghi van dau cta tén va dan 1én
néc va-li. N6 da bi boc ra va dan lai & cho

khac.”

“Ong bét dau thuyét phuc tdi réi d6,” Bouc néi. “Nhung Ba twéc Phu nhan
Andrenyi... chac chan la...”

“Mon vieux, gio day 6ng phai quay lung lai va tiép can vu nay theo mot goc
do hoan toan khac. Hung th muén moi ngwdi nhin nhan 4n mang nay nhw
thé nao? Pirng quén rang tran

tuyét da lam hong toan bd ké hoach ban dau ctia hung tha. Hay danh chut
thoi gian dé hinh dung néu nhuw khong cé tuyét, néu nhw tau van chay binh
thwong. Khi do diéu gi sé dién ra?

“Han la &n mang van dwgc phat hién ra sang nay, nhiéu kha
ning 1a tai bién gi¢i nwdc Y. Hau hét nhitng 10i chitng twong tw

sé duwgc cung cap cho canh sat Y. Nhitng la thu de doa sé dugc MacQueen
trinh ra, ong Hardman sé noi ra toan bo cau chuyén caa ong ta, ba Hubbard
sé van birc xic ké vé ngwoi dan 6ng da chui qua khoang cua ba, chiéc cic
ao sé van dugc tim ra. Toi hinh dung chi c6 hai thit phai thay doi. Ga dan
ong phai di qua khoang cua ba Hubbard ngay trvGc mot gio sang va bo
dong phuc cda phu trach toa phai dugc tim thay vit lai & mot trong cac
khoang vé sinh.”

“Y 6ng 1a?”

“La hung thu da 1ap ké hoach dé 4n mang nay trong giéng nhv mot hanh
dbng tir bén ngoai. Ngudi ta at sé nghi rang tén sat nhan da roi tau & Brod,
noi ma tau dy tinh sé dén vao lic 0g58. Ké nao do at da cdi trang thanh phu
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trach toa ¢ ngoai hanh lang. B6 dong phuc can phai dugc bé lai & mot noi
deé thay dé chi

ra ro0 rang vu an da dugc thyce hién nhw thé nao. Khong cé kha

nghi nao doi véi cac hanh khach. Thwa cac ban, dé chinh la cach ma vu an
nay dugc tinh toan dé thé hién ra véi thé gidi bén ngoai.

“Nhung viéc tau gdp nan da lam thay d6i moi thit. Chac chan dé la ly do
khién hung tht & lai trong khoang véi nan nhan lau nhuw vdy. Han cho cho
tau chay lai. Nhung cu6i cung han nhén

ra rang tau sé con dung ldu. Thé 1a nhitng ké hoach khac dwoc dung lén.
Gio day ta biét hung thu van dang & trén tau.”

“Phai, phai r6i,” Bouc nén néng néi. “T6i hiéu tat cd nhitng chuyén do.
Nhung con chiéc khan tay, né ¢ dau ra?”

“Toi sé trd lai chuyén chiéc khan bang mot con duong kha vong veéo. Dé
bat dau, cac 6ng phai nhan ra rang nhitng 1a thw de doa thyc chat 1a mot biec
man che. N6 c6 thé duwgc 1dy ra tron ven tir mot cuén tiéu thuyét trinh tham
lang nhang cua M¥.

Chuing khong thdt. That ra, ching don gian la dwgc danh cho canh sat. Biéu
ma chung ta phai tw hoi la: ‘Chung c6 danh lra dugce Ratchett hay khong?’
Theo bé ngoai thi cau tra 10i c6 vé la

‘Khong’. Nhitng chi dan cta 6ng ta cho Hardman hinh nhw chi ra mét ké
thu riéng cu thé ma ong ta biét dich danh. D6 la néu chiing ta chdp nhan cau
chuyén ctia Hardman la that. Nhwng Ratchett chac chan la da nhan mét 1a
thw véi tinh chat rat khéc -

mot 14 thw chita 10i nhac nhé vé dita bé nha Armstrong ma mot mau cta no
da dugc chung ta tim ra. Trong treong hop Ratchett khong nhan ra diéu do
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sém hon, 1a thw nay la nham dé cho 6ng ta biét ly do cac m6i de doa doi vdi
sinh ménh cua ong ta. La thw

dé, nhu toi noi tir ndy, khéng dwogc tinh toan dé bi phat hién.

Quan tam dau tién cta hung thu la tha tiéu nd. La the nay do do tré thanh
bat trac thit hai cho cac ké hoach cua han. Bat trac dau tién la tran tuyét, bat
trac thit hai chinh la viéc chiing ta khoi phuc dwgc mau giay.

“To gidy bi htly mot cach day than trong dé chi cé thé néi 1én mot diéu.
Trén tau nay han phdi cé6 ai do c6 quan hé rat mdt thiét

v0i gia dinh Armstrong, dén mitc néu ld thw bi tim ra thi méi nghi ngo sé
dugc hudng truce tiép vao nguoi do.

“Bay gio ching ta hay di dén hai manh m6i ma ching ta da tim ra. To6i xin
lwét qua chiéc que thong tau. Chung ta da néi kha nhiéu vé n6. Ta hay néi
vé chiéc khan tay. Nhin don gidn thi manh moi nay sé budc téi tryc tiép
nguwoi nao ma danh tinh bat dau tir van H, va n6é bi nguwdi dé vo tinh danh
roi.”

“Chinh xac,” bac si Constantine dong tinh. “Co ay da phat hién ra minh
danh roi chiéc khan tay va lap titc tién hanh cac bién phap dé stra doi tén
thanh ctia minh.”

“Ong di nhanh qua ddy. Ong di dén két ludn con nhanh hon ca

toi ti cho phép minh.”

“Con co0 phrong an khac nira sao?”

“Han nhién la cé. Vi dy, gia st 6ng gay mot toi ac va muon do

vay nghi ngo 1én ngudi khac. Trén tau c6 mot nguwdi nao do cé quan hé mat

thiét vdi gia dinh Armstrong, mot phu nit. Gia st
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ong bé lai hién treong chiéc khan tay thudc vé ngudi phu nit do.
Nguoi nay sé bi chit van, moi quan hé vdi gia dinh Armstrong bi

phanh phui, et voila. Pong cg va vat chitng déu day du.”

“Nhung trong trrong hop do,” ong bac si phan doi, “ngudi dugc cho la vo
t0i dau cé tién hanh nhitng budc di dé stra doi danh tinh cia minh?”

“A. That sao? Ong nghi vay a? B¢ dich thyc 13 y kién cta toa vi canh.
Nhung t6i hiéu ban chat con nguwdi, ong ban a, va t6i ddm néi v6i 6ng nhw
thé nay, néu bat ngd phai doi mat véi kha nang bi x t0i giét ngwoi, mot ké
vO t0i nhat cling sé mat tinh tdo va

lam nhitng chuyén phi ly nhat. Khong, khong, vét m& va chiéc nhan dugc
thay thé khong phai la bang chitng c6 toi. N6 chi

chitng t6 rang, vi mot ly do nao do, Ba twéc Phu nhan Andrenyi da lo au vé
danh tinh cta minh.”

“Ong nghi c6 ay c6 thé quan hé nhu thé nao véi gia dinh Armstrong? Co ay
noi chua trng bao gio sang My.”

“Chinh xac, va co6 dy néi tiéng Anh khéng chuan. Co ay cé vé

ngoai rat ngoai quoc va co ay c6 phong dai diéu d6. Nhung khong cé gi khé
khan dé doan ra c6 ay la ai. Vira ndy t6i c6 nhac dén tén ctia me ba
Armstrong. Ba nay tén la Linda Armstrong, mot dién vién rat noi tiéng. Ba
da tirng dién nhiéu vé kich 16n trong d6 c6 kich cia Shakespeare. Hay nghi
dén v& As You Like It, nghi

vé ngoi ring cta Arden va Rosalind. Chinh tir vé kich nay ba da 1ay cam
hitng dé chon tén nghé si cia minh. Linda Arden trg

thanh cai tén ma qua do tén tudi ba dugc biét dén trén toan thé
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gigi, nhung do khong phai 1a tén that ctia ba. N6 c6 thé 1a Goldenberg - ba
dy nhiéu kha ning mang dong mau Trung Au trong huyét quan - mdt nhanh
toc cuia ngwoi Do Thai, co 1é.

Nhitng ngwoi thudc nhiéu quoc gia da chuyén sang sinh song &

My. Thua cac 6ng, t6i xin dwgc goi y rang c6 em gai cia ba Armstrong -
luc xay ra tham hoa kia chi nhinh hon mot bé gai doi chut - tén la Helena
Goldenberg. C6 ta la con gai thit hai cia Linda Arden. Co ta da 14y Ba tudc
Andrenyi khi ong con la tuy viéen ¢ Washington.”

“Nhung Cong chiia Dragomiroff néi co ta lay mot nguoi Anh kia ma.”

“Va tén cua nguwoi Anh dé thi ba ay khéng biét! Toi xin héi cac ong, diéu
d6é cé giong sy that khong? Cong chia Dragomiroff yéu mén ba Linda
Arden nhw moi ménh phu yéu mén nhitng nghé si

16n. Ba dy con la me d& dau cia mot trong hai con géi ba Linda.
L& nao ba lai mau chéng quén di ho chéng ctia c6 con géi con lai?

Kh6 tin lam. Khong, t6i nghi ta c6 thé néi chac rang Cong chia
Dragomiroff da néi doi. Ba ay biét Helena dang & trén tau, hai ngudi da gap
nhau. Khi biét Ratchett thuc sy 1a ai, ba dy da lap tiec nhan ra rang Helena
sé bi nghi ngd. Cho nén khi ching ta héi ba dy vé ngudi em thi ba ay lap
tirc nbi dbi, néi mo ho, vién ly do khong nhd: “Toi nghi co dy da lay chong
nguwoi Anh’ 1a mot cau noéi cach rat xa su that.”

MGt trong nhitng phuc vu toa an udng tién dén tir canh ctra dau toa. Anh ta
hwéng vé Bouc.

“Thwa o6ng, toi don bita chiéu 1én dwgc chwa? N6 da xong dwgc mot ldc roi

»

a.
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Bouc nhin sang Poirot. Poirot gat dau.
“Bat ct gid nao cling phai dung bita chiéu.”

Nguwoi phuc vu bién mat qua canh ctta dau bén kia toa. Nhung moi nguoi
van nghe tiéng chuéng va giong anh lanh lanh:

“ Premier Service. Le diner est servi. Premier diner. ”

CHUONG 4

Vét m& trén tdm ho chiéu Hungary
Poirot ng6i chung ban véi Bouc va 6ng béc si.
E-kip phuc vu & toa dn udng 1a mot é-kip rat chuyén nghiép.

Ho noi rat it. Ngay ca ba Hubbard lam mom ciing im ang mot cach khong
tw nhién. Ba thi thao noi:

“T6i chang cé tam trang dau ma an udng,” nhwng roi ba lai ngdon sach moi
thit dwgc bung 1én thuan theo sy khuyén khich c6 em Thuy Dién, ngudi c6
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vé nhu dang xem ba la mot doi twong cham soc dac biét.

Trwdc khi bita an duge phuc vy, Poirot tim 14y tay 4o clia nguwoi truéng
phuc vu va thi tham gi d6 vao tai 6ng nay.

Constantine doan ra 6ng dan gi khi nhan xét thdy Ba twéc va Ba twdc Phu
nhan ludn dugc phuc vu sau cung va vao cudi bita an da c6 su tré nai trong
viéc tinh tién cho ho. Két qua la Ba twdc va phu nhan ctia 6ng la nhitng
nguoi cudi cung roi toa an udng.

Khi ho rét cudc ditng 1én dwgc dé di ra cira thi Poirot cling bat day buéc
theo.

“Xin 16i phu nhan, ba danh roi khan tay.”

Ong chia ra tdm vai vudng vitc c6 théu chi.

Ba twdc phu nhan cam 14y chiéc khan, nhin mot ltc ro6i tré lai cho ong.
“Ong 1am 16i, thira 6ng, day khong phai 1a khin cua t6i.”

“Khong phai khan caa ba v? Ba c6 chac khong?”

“Chac chan, thwa 6ng.”

“Nhung no c6 théu tén ba day... van H.”

Ba twdc c6 mot dong tac dot ngdt, nhung Poirot phét 16. Poi mat ong roi
thang vao khuén mat Ba twéc Phu nhan.

biém tinh nhin lai 6ng, co ta néi:
“To6i khong hiéu, thra 6ng. Cac van tén cua t6i la E.A.”

“To6i khong nghi vay dau. Tén ba la Helena chit khong phéi Elena. Helena
Goldenberg, con gai ut cta ba Linda Arden, em gai ba Armstrong.”
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Trong khoanh khac, si im lang chét chéc dot ngot bao trum 1ay bau khong
khi xung quanh. B4 twdc va phu nhan déu tai mat.

Poirot hién hoa noi:

“Choi quanh chang ich gi dau. D6 la sy that, ding khong nao?”
Ba twdc phan nd quat:

“Nay ong, 6ng c6 quyen gi...”

Phu nhan ngat 10i 6ng bang ban tay nhé che ngang miéng chong.

“Pirng, Rudolph. Bé em noi. Chdi cai diéu ong ta noi cling chang ich gi
dau. Tot hon ca la ching ta hdy ngoi xudng va néi rd

moi sy.”

Giong c6 da thay doi. N6 van giau am diéu phuwong nam, nhung dot nhién
da trd nén ro rang va luu loat hon. Lan dau tién né trd thanh mét giong My
chinh cong.

Ba twéc ling thinh. Ong tudn theo ddng tac ban tay cta ngudi v va ca hai
cung ngo6i xuong doéi dién Poirot.

“Thwa ong, 101 cua ong la hoan toan dung,” Ba twdc Phu nhan noi. “Tai la
Helena Goldenberg, em gai cia ba Armstrong.”

“Ba da khong néi vdi toi diéu nay sang nay, thwa Madame la

Comtesse.”
“Pung vay.”
“Trén thuc té, tat ca nhitng gi ba va chong ba néi véi t6i la mot chudi

nhitng 151 d6i trd.”
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“Ong kia!” Ba twdc gian dir quat 1én.

“Pirng néng, anh Rudolph, 6ng Poirot chi noéi ra sy that mot cach qua thang
thitng th6i ma, nhung nhitng gi 6ng ta néi la khong thé chdi cai.”

“T6i mirng la ba da thira nhan sy that mot cach thang than, thwa ba. Gio xin
ba vui long cho t6i biét vi sao ba phai lam vay va tai sao ba lai sita tén
thanh ctia minh trén ho chiéu.”

“DP6 hoan toan la do toi lam,” Ba twdc noi xen vao.
Helena nhe nhang noi:
“Ong Poirot, di nhién 1a ng biét 1y do cta tdi... ctia chiing t6i.

Lao gia bi giét chinh la ké da giét chau gai bé bong cua t6i, giét chi t6i, lam
tan nat trai tim anh ré t6i. D6 la nhitng ngudi toi yéu

thuwong nhat, nhitng nguwdi cau thanh gia dinh ctia toi... thé gidi cta t6i!”

Giong c0 tran day xtic cam. Co ding la con cta Linda Arden, ngudi da lam
do 1é hang bao khan gia bang chat giong truyén cdm ctia minh.

Co tiép tuc noi, chat giong tham chi con ém diu hon.

“Trong s6 nhitng nguwdi trén tau, chi minh t6i la c6 dong co 16n nhat dé giét
lao ay.”

“Va ba c6 giét 6ng ta khong, thwa ba?”
“Ong Bouc, tdi xin thé v6i dng. Chong toi cling biét va ciing sé

thé vdi 6ng rang du t6i rat mudn lam diéu do, t6i van chira bao gio dong tay
tGi 1ao gia ay.”
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“Ca toi cling vay,” B4 twdc tiép 1oi. “T6i xin lay danh dy thé vdi 6ng rang
dém qua Helena khong hé roi khoi khoang. Co ay udng thudc ngt ding y
nhu toi da trinh bay. Co ay tuyét doi va hoan toan vo t0i.”

Poirot nhin hét chong r6i vo.

“T6i thé danh dy day,” Ba twdc lap lai.

Poirot khé lac dau.

“Du vay 6ng van stta lai tén trén ho chiéu?”

“Ong Poirot,” B4 twdc théng thiét néi. “Hay nghi cho hoan canh ctia ching
toi. T6i lam sao chiu n6i néu vo tdi bi day vao mot vu

an hinh sy ghé rgn nhuw vay. Co dy vo toi, toi biét dieu do. Va cod ay da
khong néi doi. Do quan hé ctia c6 ay véi gia dinh Armstrong, co ay sé lap
tirc bi nghi ngd. C6 ay sé bi chat van, co

1é sé bi bat gilt nita. Sy tr¢ tréu da dwa ching t6i 1én cung chuyén tau vdi
130 Ratchett d6 cho nén t6i cdm thay chac chac sé la nhw

vay, nhung c6 diéu la... Thwa 6ng, toi thita nhan la da n6i déi ong... vang,
naéi déi tat cd moi chuyén, nhung chi trv chuyén nay ra: vo tdi khong hé roi
khoi khoang dém qua.”

Su thong thiét cia 6ng khién ngwdi ta khé ma bai bac.
“T6i dau noi la khong tin 6ng, thwa Ba twdc,” Poirot tir ton noi.

“Toi biét dong ho 6ng la mot dong ho kiéu hanh va lau doi. That nghiét nga
cho 6ng néu nhw phu nhan bi day dwa vao mét vu an hinh sy chang lay gi
lam hay ho. Nhung néu vay thi o6ng giai thich nhuw thé nao day vé chiéc
khan tay caa phu nhan trong khoang ctua Ratchett?”
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“Chiéc khan tay d6 khong phai la cuda t6i, thwa 6ng,” Ba twdc Phu nhan tra
10i.

“Madc du n6 co6 théu van H?”

“Madc du la vay. Khan tay cuda t6i cling twong ty nhw thé, nhuwng mau théu
khong giong lam. Di nhién, t6i khong mong la 6ng sé tin t6i, nhung t6i cam
doan v@i ong do la sy that. Khan tay do khong phai la cta t6i.”

“Phai chang ai d6 da bo no6 vao ddy dé chudc hoa cho ba?”
B4 twdc Phu nhan hoi mim cuoi.

“Ong dang cam db t6i x4c nhan diéu d6. Nhung noéi gi thi néi, 6ng Poirot a,
no thye sy khong phai la cua t6i.”

Co6 ndi bang tat ca noi birc xuc.

“Vay néu n6 khong phai la ctia ba thi cd sao ba phai stra lai tén
trong ho chiéu?”

Ba twdc la nguoi tra 10i cau hai nay.

“Vi chung t6i nghe ndi c6 mét chiéc khan tay duwgce tim ra, trén d6 cé théu
van H. Ching t6i ban chuyén nay véi nhau tredc khi buée vao cudc phong
van. T6i thuyét phuc Helena rang néu ngudi ta biét tén thanh cta c6 dy bat
dau bang van H thi 1ap titc c6 dy sé bi chat van ngat nghéo hon nhiéu. Va
lai viéc swra tw

Helena thanh Elena khong co gi la kho.”

“Thwa Ba twdc, 6ng c6 pham chat cia mot t6i pham thién nghé,” Poirot
lanh ling nhan xét. “Mot sy khéo 1éo bam sinh va mét quyét tam khong
chut 4y nay trong viéc doi liva cong ly.”
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“0, khong, khong,” cd gai nhoai ngudi tdi trwde. “Ong Poirot, anh ay chi
gidi thich sy viéc cho 6ng thoéi ma.” C6 chuyén tw

tiéng Phap sang tiéng Anh. “T6i da rat sg... sg kinh khing, 6ng ciing hiéu
ma. Lan nay that la khung khiép, cung véi do 1a nhitng ky e cii bi dao x6i
trd lai. Va kha nang bi tinh nghi, cé thé bi bo tu nita. To6i s¢ citng ca nguoi,

ong Poirot a. Ong c6 hiéu t6i khong?”

Giong ctia c0 that dé thiwong, sau lang, giau am diéu, khan khoan, giong néi
cda con gai nit dién vién Linda Arden.

Poirot trang trong nhin co.

“Thua ba, to6i dang tin ba va toi cling chwa hé néi la sé khong tin... Nhung
néu vay thi liéu ba c6 gitp t6i khong?”

“Giup ong?”
“Phai. Ly do cia &n mang nam & qua khw, & tan tham kich da

khién gia dinh ba tan nat va cudc doi ba sau muon. Hay dua toi tré vé qua
khit dé t6i tim & d6 nhitng ma6i lién hé c6 thé giai thich toan bo sy viéc.”

“T6i c6 thé néi gi vbi ong day? Ho da chét ca r6i.” Ba twdc phu nhan dau
dén lap lai. “Chét ca... chét ca r6i... Robert, Sonia... chi

than yéu... Daisy bé cung. N6 xinh xan biét bao, hanh phiic biét bao... né
€O mai toc xoan that dang yéu. Ca nha ai cling si mé no.”

“Con mot nan nhan khac nita, thwra ba. C6 thé néi d6 la mot nan nhan gian
tiép.”

“Chi Susanne t0i nghiép v? Vang, t6i quén mat chi dy. Canh sat da chat van
chi ay. Ho tin rang chi dy c6 dinh liu dén vu nay.
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Co thé ding la vay, nhung du thé di nita thi chi &y van vo t6i. Toi tin rang
chi dy da tro chuyén vu vo véi ai dé, dé 16 thong tin vé

thoi gian bé Daisy di ra ngoai. Susanne dang thwong da bi can rit khing
khiép. Chi ay nghi minh c6 trach nhiém trong chuyén nay.” C6 nhtn vai.
“Chi ay da nhay ctra s6 t van. Oi, that 1a khing khiép.”

Co 13y tay bung mat.

“Co dy mang qudc tich gi, thira ba?”
“Chi ay la nguwoi Phap.”

“Ho cta c6 ay la gi?”

“That 1a phi ly, nhung t6i khong nhé. Ca nha déu goi chi dy la Susanne.
MGt c6 gai xinh dep ludn twoi cwdi. Chi dy hét long yéu mén bé Daisy.”

“Co ay la vi em, dung khong a?”

“Vang.”

“Thé ai la y ta?”

“Chi nay tén la Stengelberg. Chi dy la y ta chuyén nghiép. Ca

chi ay cling hét 1ong véi Daisy va chi t6i.”

“Bay gio, thwa ba, t6i mudn ba suy nghi that ky trwedc khi tra

10i cau hai nay. Tw khi 1én tau nay, ba c6 nhan ra ai ma ba quen khong?”
B4 twdc Phu nhan nhin ong.

“Toi dy a? Khong, khong ai ca.”
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“Thé Cong chida Dragomiroff thi sao?”

“0, ba dy a? T6i c6 biét ba 4y, di nhién r6i. T6i c twdng 6ng noéi ai... ai d6
ké tir lac ay.”

“Toi cling hoi nhv vay ma, thwa ba. Bay gio xin hdy suy nghi

ky. Pa may nam tr6i qua, hdy nhd lai, ngwdi dé c6 thé da thay hinh doéi
dang.”

Helena can nhac hoi 1au. Roi ¢ ndi:
“Khong. To6i chac chan la khong ai ca.”

“Ban than c6 hoi do6 cling con bé. C6 ai giam sat viéc hoc hanh cua c6 hay
cham soc cho co6 khong?”

“0, c6 chit, toi c6 mot ngudi trong nom - vira 1a gia sw cho t6i vira 1a thw ky
cho me Sonia. C6 ay la ngwdi Anh hay c6 thé 1a ngudoi Scotland. C6 ay cao
16n, toc do.”

“Tén co ay la gi?”

“Co Freebody.”

“Tré hay gia?”

“Véi toi thi c6 dy c6 vé gia kinh khiang. T6i nghi c6 dy khong qua bon
muoi. DI nhién, Susanne lo chuyén an madc cta t6i va ciing la ngwdi hau
cua toi.”

“Ngoai gia dinh ra, trong nha ba con c¢ ai khac nita khong?”

“Chi c6 cac gia nhan.”
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“Va ba khang dinh chac chan, rat chac chan, rang ba khong nhan ra ai trén
tau nay?”

Ba twdc Phu nhan nghiém nghi tra 10i:

“Khong ai ca, thwa ong. Khong ai ca.”

CHUGONG 5

Tén thanh caa Cong chia Dragomiroff

Khi Ba twdc va Phu nhan caa ong di khoi. Poirot nhin sang hai nguoi kia.
“Cac 6ng thay day,” ong no6i, “ching ta da cé tién trién.”

“Tuyét hdo,” Bouc than mat néi. “T6i thi to6i trong mo ciling chang dam
nghi ngo Ba twdc va Ba twdc Phu nhan Andrenyi. Thu that, toi ct twdng ho
la hors de combat. T6i nghi c¢6 dy chac chan da gay toi ac. That la dang

buoén. Tuy vay c6 ay sé khong bi xu tw

dau. Co6 nhitng tinh huoéng gidm nhe. Vai nam tu t6i, chi thé 1a cung.”
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“Ong thyrc sy tin chic 1a cd &y pham t6i?”

“Ban than mén, chuyén do con chay di dau dwgc nita? T6i nghi cai cach
ong tran an chang qua chi dé lam diu tinh hinh cho dén khi ching ta thoat
ra khoéi dong tuyét va canh sat dén tiép quan.”

“Ong khong tin vao 15i cam doan cta B4 twéc, vao 15i thé danh du ctia 6ng
ta, rang vo ong ta vo toi?”

“Mon cher, di nhién roi. Ong ta con néi dugc gi khac hon? Ong ta thuwong
vg va muén citu ¢ dy! Ong ta noi déi rat tai tinh, v6i cung cach ctia mot
bac vuong gia, nhung 6ng ay biét lam gi khac hon la néi d6i?”

“Thoi dugc, ong biét ddy, tdi c6 mot y twdng ngugce doi rang 6ng ta c6 thé
da ndi that.”

“Khong, khong. Chiéc khan tay, ong nhd ra chwa? Chiéc khan tay la dau
moi cua tat cd.”

“Q, t6i ciing khong chic 1dm vé chiéc khin tay. Chéc éng con nhd tdi ludn
ndi v6i ong rang cé hai nguwdi cé kha nang sé hitu no.”

“Nhung...”

Bouc khyng lai. Canh ctta cudi toa d6t ngot md, Cong chiia Dragomiroff
buwdc vao toa an uong. Ba tién thang vé phia ho. Ca

ba nguwoi dan 6ng déu ditng ca day.
Ba nodi vai Poirot, phdt 10 hai nguwoi kia.
“Thwa ong, t6i tin rang ong dang gilt chiéc khan tay cua toi,”

ba noi.
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Poirot ném mot cai nhin dac thang vé phia hai ngudi ban.

“Co phai né day khong, thwa ba?”

Ong chia ra tdm vai nhé vudng van.

“Pung la n6. N6 c6 théu van dau tén cta t6i ¢ géc.”

“Nhung, thra Cong chuia, do l1a chit H co ma,” Bouc thac mac.
“T06i xin 16i, tén thanh caa ba chang phai la Natalia sao0?”
Cong chua lanh lung nhin ong.

“Pung vay, thwa 6ng. Khan tay cua t6i luén dwgc danh dau bang ky tw Nga.
Chi* N trong tiéng Nga dugc ghi la H.”

Bouc c6 phan hoi sitng s&. C6 gi do & ba gia citng c6i nay luén khién 6ng
lung tung, khong thoai mai.

“Ba khong néi cho ching toi biét chiéc khan nay la caa ba trong cudc
phong van sang nay.”

“Cac ong dau c6 hoi toi,” ba Cong chua lanh nhat dap lai.

“Xin moi ba ngoi, thwa ba,” Poirot néi.

Ba thd dai. “Co 1€ cling nén thé.”

Ba ngbi xudng.

“Cac ong khong can phai dai dong. Cau hoi ké tiép cuia cac ong sé la: bang
cach nao chiéc khan tay cta t6i lai nam bén xac cia nguwoi chét? Cau tra 10i
cta toi la tdi khéng biét gi ca.”

“Ba khong biét gi ca.”
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“Khong biét bét ct didu gi.”

“Xin ba th 16i cho, nhwng liéu ching t6i c6 thé tin dwgc 10i cta ba
khong?”

Poirot néi nhitng 10i nay rdt nhe nhang. Céng chda Dragomiroff khinh
khinh tra 10i.

“Chac ong ngu y viéc t6i khong cho 6ng biét Helena Andrenyi chinh la em
gai ba Armstrong?”

“Sv thye 1a ba da co6 tinh n6i doi ching toi vé van dé nay.”

“Di nhién. C6 hoi lai thi t6i cling sé noéi thé. Me c6 dy la ban t6i. Thwa cac
ong, toi tin vao sy trung tin v4i ban beé, vGi gia dinh va giai cap ctia minh.”

“Ba khong tin vao viéc doc sttc cho nhitng muc tiéu caa cong ly?”
“Trong treong hop nay toi cho rang cong 1y - cong ly tuyét doi

- da dwoc thuye thi.”

Poirot nhoai nguoi tGi.

“Ba biét nhitng kho khan cta t6i, thwa ba. Ngay cé trong chuyén khan tay
nay, liéu toi co tin ba dvgc khong? Hay la ba dang bao che cho con gai cua
ban ba?”

“O! Tbi hiéu y ong ma.” Tt khuén mat nhan nhdm cua ba toat ra mot nu
cudi doc dia. “Thoi dugc, thwa cac ong, tuyén bo cta toi c6 thé dé dang
chitng minh. T6i sé cung cdp cho cac ong dia chi tai Paris, noi nguoi ta
may khan tay cho t6i. Cac 6ng chi viéc cho hg xem chiéc khan nay va ho sé
cho cac 6ng biét n6 da dwgc may theo sy dat hang cua t6i cach day hon mot
nam. Chiéc khan do6 la cua t6i, thra cac 6ng.”
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Ba ding day.
“Cac 6ng con gi muodn hoi t6i nita khong?”

“Nguwoi hau cua ba, thua ba, liéu ba ta ¢6 nhan ra chiéc khan tay nay khi
xem no sang nay?”

“Co0 dy chac phai biét. Co dy thdy nhung khong néi gi u? A, thé
thi tot, diéu dé cho thay c6 dy cling rat trung thanh.”

Khé gat dau chao, ba buéc ra khoi toa an uong.

“Ra la thé,” Poirot thi tham. “T6i da nhan ra thoang ludng I

khi t6i héi ba ngwdi hau vé chi nhan cua chiéc khan tay. Ba ay da phan van
c6 nén khai ra dé la khan cua chu minh hay khong.

Nhung lam sao dé viéc nay khép vdi y twéng trong tam cuia t6i day? Phai
roi, c6 thé lam chit.”

“A!” Bouc thét 1én cung mot dong tac quen thudc. “Qua la mét ba ménh
phu gia ghé gém!”

“Liéu ba ta c6 thé giét Ratchett?” Poirot héi 6ng bac si.
Ong nay lic dau.

“Nhitng nhat dao dé... y t6i n6i nhitng nhat cwc manh, dén mic ling ca
co... tuyét d6i khong thé nao dugc dam bdi mot nguwdi cé thé Iyc 1éo phéo
nhv ba ay.”

“Con nhitng nhat dam sugt?”

“Pam suot thi duwgc.”
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“T6i dang nghi dén mot chi tiét sang nay, khi téi n6i véi ba dy rang sic
manh cta ba &y nam & y chi chit khong phai doi tay,”

Poirot tiét 1. “Thurc chat 16i nhan xét d6 1a mot cai bay. T6i muén coi xem
ba ay sé nhin xuéng canh tay phdi hay tay trai. Ca hai déu khong phai. Ba
dy nhin xudng ca hai tay. Nhung ba dy da c6 mot cau tra 10i rat la. Ba ay
néi. ‘Toi khong con stc Iyc ¢ day. Toi khong biét minh nén ti€c hay nén
mung.” Qua la mot nhan xét ky la. N6 xac nhan nhitng gi toi tin trong vu an
nay.”

“N6 khong gidi quyét dugc chi tiét vé ké thuan tay trai.”

“Pung vay. Nhan tién, cac 6ng c6 nhan ra rang Ba twdc Andrenyi giit khan
tay trong tdi ao nguc bén phai?”

Bouc lac dau. Pau 6c 6ng van dang quanh quan véi nhirng tiét 10 chan dong
trong nira gid qua. Ong thi thAim noi:

“Dai trd - lai doi tra. Toi thay ngac nhién vé s6 10i n6i doi ma

ching ta da nghe dwgc sang nay.”

“Van con nhitng 10i n6i doi khac dé kham pha day,” Poirot vui vé noi.
“Ong nghi vay sao?”

“Toi sé rat that vong néu khong phai vay.”

“Tro hai mdt nay that la kinh khung,” Bouc no6i. “Nhung hinh nhw né lam
cho ong thich thu thi phéi,” 6ng no6i thém, giong day trach moc.

“N6 co6 cho thuan lgi,” Poirot néi. “Néu ta lat tay ai d6 n6i khong ding sy
that thi ho thuwong phai tha nhan va tao ra nhitng bat ngo 1én. Ta chi can
doan dung la c6 dugc hiéu qua
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nay.

“D6 la cach duy nhat dé diéu tra vu nay. To6i lan lwot chon ra titng hanh
khach va ty nhu: ‘Néu diéu nay diéu no la gian doi thi cu thé la n6 doi cho
nao va vi ly do gi ngudi ta lai néi doi?’ Roi t6i tw trd 10i rang néu nhu ho
néi doi, cac 6ng nhd cho la néu thoi nhé, thi chi c6 thé vi Iy do nay hay &
diém kia. Ta da tng lam diéu do6 rat thanh cong véi Ba twdc Phu nhén
Andrenyi. Gio day ta phai tht nghiém phwong phap nay 1én nhiéu hanh
khach khac nita.”

“Ong ban a, con néu nhw phan doan cta 6ng la sai thi sao?”

“Thé thi c6 mot nguwdi nao doé sé duwgce loai khoi vong nghi van, trong bat c
treong hop nao.”

“A! Phuong phap loai trir ha?”
“Chinh xac.”
“Va ching ta sé xem xét ai ké tiép day?”

“Chung ta sé xem xét ong pukka sahib Pai ta Arbuthnot.”
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CHUONG 6

Cudc phéng van lan thit hai v6i Pai td Arbuthnot Dai td Arbuthnot byc boi
thdy 16 khi bi triéu tap dén toa an uéng cho cudc phong van lan thi hai.
Mit 6ng ham ham khi 6ng ngdi xuéng. Ong cét tiéng:

“Gl nita day?”
“T6i hét sirc xin 16i da 1am phién 6ng lan nita,” Poirot 6n ton.

“Nhwng van con mét so thong tin ma t6i nghi 6ng c6 thé cung cap cho
chuing t6i.”

“That sao? T6i thdy khé tin qua.”

“Pé bat dau, ong c6 thay que thong tau nay chi?”
“Co.”

“Cua ong phai khong?”

“Khong biét, t6i khong dong dau riéng 1én ching, 6ng cling thdy ma.”
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“Pai ta Arbuthnot, 6ng c6 biét 6ng la hanh khach duy nhat dung tau trén
tuyén Stamboul-Calais?”

“Theé thi c6 thé no la cna t6i.”

“Ong c6 biét né duge tim thdy ¢ dau khong?”
“Lam sao ma t6i biét dugc.”

“N6 dugc tim thay canh thi thé cia ngudi bi giét.”
Pai ta Arbuthnot nhuwén may.

“Pai ta Arbuthnot, xin 6ng lam on cho ching t6i biét bang cach nao n6 c6
thé ¢ d6?”

“Néu 6ng muodn héi toi cé danh roi né ¢ dé khong thi cau tra
10i 1a khong, t6i khong danh roi.”

“C0 luc nao ong vao khoang cua ong Ratchett khong?”
“Tham chi néi chuyén vdi ong ta toi cling chwa ting.”

“Ong chua titng néi chuyén véi 6ng ta va khong giét ong ta?”
Chan may 6ng Dai t4 lai nhwdn 1én, day nhao bang.

“Néu la toi giét thi dé gi toi n6i 10 cho cac 6ng biét. Nhung su
that la to6i khong giét 1do d6.”

“A, tot 1am,” Poirot 1am bam. “Khoéng thanh van de.”

«Xin 161 dng néi gi?”
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“T6i noi 1a khong thanh van dé.”
“O!” Arbuthnot c6 vé sirng sét. Ong ling ting nhin Poirot.

“Vi 6ng thay ddy,” ngwoi dan 6ng nho bé néi tiép, “que thong tau khong co6
gi la quan trong. Toi c6 thé nghi ra hang chuc cach giai thich tuyét voi cho
si hién dién cta no.”

Arbuthnot nhin ong.

“T6i mudn gap ong vi mot chuyén hoan toan khac,” Poirot tiép tuc. “Chac
cd Debenham da ké d6ng nghe vé chuyén t6i c6 nghe

l6m dwoc vai cau c6 ay néi vdi 6ng ¢ tram Konya?”
Arbuthnot khong tra 10i.

“Co dy ndi: * Khong phdi lic nay. Khi nao xong dd. Khi nao moi chuyén
qua di. > Ong c6 biét nhitng 10i nay 1 ¥ gi khong?”

“Toi rat tiéc, 6ng Poirot, nhwng t6i xin tw chdi tra 10i cau héi nay?”
“Pourquoi?”

Ong Pai t4 cting rén néi:

“Toi ggi y ong nén hdi c6 Debenham vé y nghia ctia nhitng 10i nay.”
“T6i da hoi c6 ay.”

“Co ay tw chai tra 16i chw gi?”

“Phai.”

“Thé thi qua ro roi, chac ong ciing thay thé, dirng hong cay miéng t6i.”
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“Ong khong muén tiét 16 bi mat ctia mot co gai?”

“Néi nhu thé cling dugc, tuy 6ng.”

“C0 Debenham ndi rang nhitng 10i nay lién quan dén mét vu
viéc riéng tu.”

“Vay ha cé gi 6ng khong tin c6 ay?”

“Vi, thwa Pai td Arbuthnot, c6 Debenham la ngwoi cé thé goi la nhan vat
rat kha nghi.”

“V& van,” ong Dai ta birc xic ndi.
“Khong v& van dau.”
“Ong chang c6 bang cd gi chong lai c6 ay ca.”

“Con viéc c¢6 Debenham chinh la ngwoi dong bao mau trong gia dinh
Armstrong vao thoi diém dién ra vu bat coc bé Daisy Armstrong thi sao?”

Mot phit cam lang dién ra.
Poirot hién hoa gat dau.
“Ong thdy ddy,” 6ng néi, “chiing tdi biét nhiéu hon 6ng tuwéng.

Néu ¢6 Debenham v6 t0i, c§ sao c6 ay gidu giém diéu d6? CG sao c6 ay
bdo vdi toi la co dy chwa titng & My?”

Ong Pai ta ding hing.
“Lo ong lam thi sao?”

“Toi khong 1am. Tai sao cd6 Debenham no6i déi t6i?”
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Dai ta Arbuthnot nhun vai.
“Ong hoi c6 ay di. T6i van cho 1a 6ng 1am.”

Poirot cat giong goi. Mot trong nhitng nhan vién phuc vu xuat hién tiv canh
ctra phia xa cta toa dn udng.

“Tim gium t6i c6 nguwdi Anh & khoang so6 11, bao c6 ay vui long dén day.”
“Bien, Monsieur. ”

Nguoi nhan vién di khéi. Bon ngwoi ngoi lang thinh. Khuon mat cua Pai ta
Arbuthnot trong nhw khac tir g6, n6 danh lai va ditng dung.

Nguwoi nhan vién tré ve.
“Cam on anh.”

Vai phut sau, Mary Debenham buéc vao toa an uong.

CHUGONG 7
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Danh tinh thyc cia Mary Debenham

Co6 khong doi non. Bau co hat ra sau nhw thach thite. Co 14y tay gat mai toc
ra sau. Puong cong trén canh miii ¢6 ggi nhd dén hinh cham trén mii cia
con tau dang qua cam lao nhanh ra bién dit. Vao thdoi khac dé, trong c6 that
la dep.

Mat c6 dirng lai & Arbuthnot trong giay lat, chi trong giay lat.

C0 noi vai Poirot:

“Ong muédn gip t6i?”

“Thua co, toi muon héi co tai sao co no6i doi ching toi sang nay?”
“N6i doi cac ong? T6i khong hiéu y 6ng.”

“Co giau chuyén c6 séng véi gia dinh Armstrong vao thoi diém dién ra tan
tham kich. C6 néi co6 chua tirng ¢ My.”

Ong thay c6 nao nting trong khoanh khéic, nhung dinh than rat nhanh.
“Vang,” co noi. “bung vay.”

“Khong, thwa co, diéu do la sai.”

“Ong hiéu 1am y t6i roi. T6i mudn noéi qua that 1a t6i da néi déi.”

“A, ra c6 da thira nhan?”

Moi c6 cong lai thanh nu cuoi.

“D1 nhién. Vi ong da phat gidc ra t6i.”

“ft ra co cling 1a nguoi thang thin.”
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“V i toi thi diéu d6 khong thé nao khac hon dugce.”

“Pugc lam, di nhién, qua la nhuw vay. Va bay gid, t6i c6 thé héi ly do suw
lang tranh do dugc chwa?”

“Toi twdng ly do da qua hién hién ro6i chit, 6ng Poirot?”

“Khong hién hién véi t6i dau, thwa co.”

Co n6i bang mot giong diém tinh, déu dan, pha lan véi doi chit khé nhoc:
“T6i phai lo cho sinh ké ctia minh.”

“Y c6 1a...?”

CO nhac mat 1én, nhin thang vao mat ong.

“Ong Poirot, 6ng hiéu dén chirng ndo viéc nguwdi ta phai dau tranh dé gianh
givt va giit 14y mot cong viéc dang hoang? Ong c6 hiéu cho rdng mot co
gai bi bat gitt vi dinh liu dén m6t vu an mang, tén tudi va tham chi dén ca
anh ciing bi béu riéu trén bao chi nwéc Anh... Ong nghi xem lidu c6 ngudi
phu ni* Anh t6t bung nao thudc tang 16p trung Iwu lai dam thué co gai ay
lam gia suw

cho cac con gai cua minh?”

“Tai sao khong, néu nhw c6 khong bi budc toi gi.”

“0, budc t6i w? Van dé khong phai 1a budc t6i ma 1a thanh
danh! Ong Poirot a, dén nay tdi van thanh céng trong cudc séng.

T6i dwgce tra lwong hau, c6 viéc lam dé chiu. T6i sé khong rude 1ay ri ro
mat viéc lam ma t6i da c6 dugc khi dé xay ra mot két cudoc khong hay.”
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“Thwa 0, t6i xin mao mudi nhac co rang t6i mdi la nguwdi phan xét diéu do
tot nhat chit khong phai co.”

Co6 nhun vai.
“Vi du nhu c6 c6 thé gidp t6i vé van dé lai lich.”
“Y ong la sao?”

“Thwa o, c6 thé nao c6 khéng nhan ra Ba twéc Phu nhan Andrenyi chinh la
nguwoi ma co da tirng day do & New York va la em géi ciia ba Armstrong?”

“Ba twdc Phu nhan Andrenyi? Khong.” Co lac dau. “V@Gi 6ng co6 thé la bat
thuong, nhung t6i qua khong nhan ra cd dy. Ong biét ddy, ldc toi biét co ay
thi c6 4y con bé. Pa hon ba nam ro6i. Qua

that ba B4 twdc Phu nhan trong cé vé quen quen, khién to6i hoi ling ting.
Nhung c6 ay trong hét nhw ngwdi nwdc ngoai nén to6i chang hé lién twong
dén co bé hoc sinh ngwdi My. Thuec tinh t6i chi lo dénh ngé qua c6 ay luc &
toa an uong. T6i chu y dén trang phuc c6 dy nhiéu hon la khu6on mat...” c6
khé cwoi, “phu nit 1a vay do! Va roi... t6i lo viéc ctia minh.”

“Co sé khong tiét 16 bi mat ctia c6 cho toi ch?, thwa c6?”
Giong Poirot rat hién hoa va thuyét phuc.

Co gai ha giong nai:

“To6i khong thé... To6i khong thé nao...”

Bat chgt, khong mot dau hiéu bao trwdc, co bat khoc. Che khudn mat bang
doi tay duoi thang, c6 khoc nhu thé trai tim c6 sap vao.

Dai ta bat day, long ngong dung bén co.
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“Toi... coi kia...”
Ong khung lai, quay ngoét sang Poirot, sitng so néi:

“T6i sé dap nat tirng khiic xwong trong cai than thé chét tiét ctia 6ng, do
trang trao ban thiu,” 6ng thot 1én.

“Nay, o6ng,” Bouc phan déi.
Arbuthnot quay sang co gai. “Mary... Vi Chua...
Co bat day.

“Khong c6 gi dau. Em 6n ma. Ong can gi & tdi nita khong, dng Poirot? Néu
c6, dng phai ty dén tim t6i thoi. Oi, tdi da bién minh thanh mdt con ngéc. ..
ding la mét con ngoc.”

Co lao vQi ra khoi toa. Trwdc khi lao theo co, Arbuthnot lai quay sang
Poirot.

“Co Debenham khong dinh déng gi dén chuyén nay... khong dinh dang ti
gi ca, ong nghe chwa? Ong ma con qudy ray lam co ay lo ling thi biét tay
toi day.”

Ong si chan buéc ra.

“Toi thich thdy mot ngwoi Anh gian di,” Poirot n6i. “Ho trong rat budn
croi. Cang xuc dong bao nhiéeu thi ho cang kém ty chu

vé ngdn ngilt bay nhiéu.”

Nhuwng Bouc chang hé quan tdm dén phan (ng xic cdm cta ngudi Anh.
Ong ta dang bi choang ngop bdi sy ngudng mo doi

v6i ban minh.
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“ Mon cher, vous étes épatant,” ong reo lén. “Thém mot phong

doan than diéu nita. C’est formidable. ”

“That khong thé tin noi 6ng lai nghi ra dwgc nhitng chuyén nhw vay,” bac si
Constantine kham phuc noi.

“Q, toi c6 gi dang khen dau. D6 khong phai 1a phong doan.

That ra la Ba twédc Phu nhan da noi v6i t6i.”

“Comment? Khong phai vay chu?”

“Cac ong con nhé t6i héi co dy vé nguwdi gia s hay ngudi trong nom co ay?
Trong dau toi Iic d6 da nghi rang néu Mary Debenham c6 dinh liu dén vu

nay thi c6 ta han phai c6 mat trong gia dinh do6 & vai tro na na nhu thé.”

“Phai, nhuvng Ba twdc Phu nhan Andrenyi da mo ta nguwoi nay hoan toan
khac.”

“Chinh xac. Mot phu nit cao 16n, trung nién, toc do. That ra, do6 la sy doi
nghich hoan toan v&i moi dang vé bén ngoai cua co Debenham, no trai
nguwoc dén mirc tréd nén dang chi y. Nhung sau d6 c6 ta phai ché ra mot cai
ten that nhanh, va ¢ day su

chap ndi cac y twédng mot cach vo thitrc da phan lai c6 ta. Co ta n6i dé la co6
Freebody, cac 6ng con nhG chi?”

“Vang, r6i sao?”

“Eh bien, c6 thé cac ong khong biét nhing & London cé mot ctira hang gan
day van mang tén la Debenham & Freebody. Vi cai tén Debenham & trong
dau, Ba twdc Phu nhan phai nghi

nhanh ra mot cai tén khac, va cai tén dau tién dén véi co ay la
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Freebody. Di nhién, t6i hiéu ngay lap tirc.”
“Rang d6 la mat 10i néi doi nita. Tai sao co ay lai lam vay?”
“Co thé lai 1a do sy trung tin. N6 lam cho moi thit kh6 khan hon déi chut.”

“Ma foi, ” Bouc gian dit n6i. “Chang Ié tat cd moi ngudi trén tau nay déu
noéi doi?”

“DP¢ la diéu ching ta sé con phai phat hién,” Poirot noi.

CHUONG 8

Nhitng phat hién bat ngo ke tiép
“Khong con gi lam t6i ngac nhién nita,” Bouc néi. “Khong con gi!

Tham chi néu tat ca moi nguwdi trén tau déu tir gia dinh Armstrong chui ra,
toi cling khong bat ngo.”

“D6 la mot nhan dinh rat sau sac,” Poirot ndi. “Ong c6 mudén xem doi
twong tinh nghi wa chudng ctia ong, cai anh chang nguwoi Y do, néi gi
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khong?”

“Ong dinh tung ra tiép mot trong nhitng dy doan bat hui ctia dng nita sa0?”
“Chinh xac.”

“Pay qua la mét vu an ky la nhat,” Constantine lac dau.

“Khong dau, n6 binh thwong nhat thi c6.”

Bouc vung tay 1én, vé tuyét vong rat kich.

“Vu nay ma ong_con goi la binh thwong thi, mon ami...”

Ong khong con biét néi gi ra 10i.

Trong khi do, Poirot yéu cau nhan vién toa an udng triéu tdp Antonio
Foscarelli.

Anh chang ngudi Y d6 con c6 4nh mét lo au khi buéc vao. Anh lo ling
nhin quanh quat hét nhi mét con thi mac bay.

“Ong muén gi?” anh 1én tiéng. “Tdi ching c6 gi dé néi vdi dng ca... ching
co gi, ong nghe chwt! Per Dio...” Anh dap tay len ban.

“Con ddy, ong con mot thit phai néi vdi ching toi,” Poirot danh thép noi.
“Sy that!”

“Si that u?” Anh ném mot cai nhin boi roi 1én Poirot. Tét ca sy
qua quyét va than mat déu bay bién.

“Mais oui. C6 thé la t6i biét si that roi. Nhung sé 1a c6 1gi cho 6ng néu nhw
sy that do do tw ong noi ra.”

“Ong noéi c y nhw canh sat My vay. “That tinh khai bao di.” ho
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nai thé ddy... ‘hay that tinh khai bao.””
“Al! hoa ra ong cling c6 kinh nghiém vd&i canh sat New York nhi?”

“Khong, khong, chra hé. Ho chang chitng minh dugc diéu gi sai trai & toi
cd mac du c6 c6 cach may.”

Poirot 6n ton néi:

“P6 1a vé vu Armstrong, ding khong? Ong 1a nguoi 1ai xe ha?”
Po6i mat ong gap doi mat anh chang Y. Mot con gian phat ra tw
anh chang to 16n. Anh ta giéng y nhw mot trai bong bi kim cham.
“Ong biét roi thi héi t6i 1am gi?”

“Tai sao sang nay o6ng néi doi?”

“V1 ly do kinh doanh. Hon nita, toi khong tin canh sat Nam Tu.
Ho ghét nguoi Y. Ho sé& khong cong bing vdi toi.”

“Biét dau cach ma ho cuw xtr véi 6ng la cong bang!”

“Khong, khong, t6i chang dinh dap gi dén vu dém qua ca. T6i khong hé roi
khoang. Céi 1ao nguwdi Anh mat dai do6 c6 thé lam ching. T6i khong giét cai
con heo... ci dng Ratchett d6. Ong khong thé chitng minh diéu gi sai tréi &
toi ca.”

Poirot dang viét gi do 1én t gidy. Ong nguéc 1én, nhoé nhe néi:
“Tot 1dm. Ong c6 thé di duge r6i.”

Foscarelli van nan n4, vé ling ting.
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“Ong biét d6 khong phai 1a t6i, t6i ching dinh dap gi dén vu
nay, dung khong?”
“T6i da ndi 1a 6ng cé thé di ma.”

“P6 1a am muu ma. Ong dinh gai t6i sao? Tat ca vi cai con heo 1& ra phai
1én ghé dién do6 sao? That la nhuc nha khi 1ao khéng bi

gi ca. Néu la toi thi... néu t6i ma bij bat...”
“Nhung khong phai 1a 6ng. Ong ching dinh dap gi dén vu bét coc dita bé.”

“Ong dang néi gi vay? Sao lai thé, dita bé ay... n6 1a niém vui cta ca nha.
Tonio, n6 goi tdi nhu thé. N6 thich ngoi trén xe, gia

b6 nhuw dang cam 14i. Ca gia dinh déu t6n sung né! Ngay céd canh sat ciing
hiéu diéu dé. Oi, bé Daisy xinh x&n.”

Giong anh diu lai. Mat anh ngan 1€. R6i anh dot ng6t xoay nguwoi, u té lao ra
ngoai.

“Pietro,” Poirot cat tiéng goi.

Nguwdi phuc vu toa an udng chay tdi.

“Khoang s6 10. Ba Thuy bién.”

“Bien, Monsieur. ”

“Nita a?” Bouc thét 1én. “Oi, khong. Khong thé nhw thé dugc.

T6i néi la khong thé ma.”

“Mon cher, chiing ta can phai biét. Cho du cudi cung tat cd moi ngudi trén

tau déu c6 dong co dé giét Ratchett thi chiing ta cling can phai biét. Mot khi
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da biét, ching ta c6 thé gidi quyét ditt diém t6i a&c nam ¢ dau.”

“Pau téi quay cudng hét ca 1én réi nay,” Bouc rén ri.

Greta Ohlsson dwgc nguwdi phuc vu an can dan vao trong. Ba dang khoc nitc
no.

Ba d6 minh xudng chiéc ghé doéi dién vdi Poirot, lién tuc cham nwdc mat
bang chiéc khan tay 16n.

“Xin ba ding qua xuc dong.” Poirot vo vo 1én vai ba. “Chi vai 10i s that
thoi ma. Ba la y ta cham lo cho bé Daisy Armstrong dung khong?”
“Puing... ding vay,” ngudi phu nit dau khé thén thitc néi. “Oi, né 1a mot
thién than... Mot thién than bé béong, tho ngdy... N6 chang biét gi ngoai sy
hién diu va yéu thuwong... Thé r6i n6 bi bat di bdi cai ga ac quy dé... Bi doi
xtt doc ac... Va nguwoi me toi nghiép cua né... Ca dira bé chua kip ra doi
kia nita chi?... Ong khong hiéu dau... Ong khong hiéu... Gia nhw 6ng & d6
nhu toi...

Gia nhv 6ng chitng kién toan bo tan tham kich dé... Lé ra t6i phai noi véi
ong toan bo sw that sang nay... Nhung t6i lo... Toi lo... T6i vui mirng xiét

bao khi cai ga 4c 6n do bi chét... khi ga khong con kha nang tra tan va giét
chét nhitng dita bé nita... Oi!

T6i khong noi dugc nita... Toi chang con 10i nao...”
Ba khoc con thé tham hon niva.
Poirot tiép tuc khe khé vo vai ba.

“Coi nao... Coi nao... T6i hiéu ma... T6i hiéu moi thit... Moi th. T6i no6i
ba thé nay nhé. T6i sé khong héi ba thém cau nao.
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Ba thtra nhan diéu to6i biét la sy that la da roi. Toi cam doan véi ba 1a toi
hiéu ma.”

Vi nhitng tiéng khong thanh 16i do nitc nd, Greta Ohlsson ditng day, do
dam di ra ctta. O d6, ba dung phai mot ngudi dan 6ng dang buéc vao.

b6 la Masterman, 6ng ngudi hau.

Ong tién thing vé phia Poirot, n6i bang giong nho nhe va vo cam thuong 1é
cua minh.

“Hy vong toi dot nhap vao day khong lam phién gi ong, thwa 6ng. Toi nghi
tot hon ca la nén ty dén va noi cho 6ng biét sy that.

To6i la nguwdi phuc dich cho Pai td Armstrong trong chién tranh, thwa ong,
va sau do toi la nguwdi hau ctia 6ng ay tai New York. T6i e rang toi da giau
giém chuyén nay sang nay. T6i rat biét 16i, thira 6ng, va t6i nghi t6i nén dén
va tha nhan chuyén do. Nhung, thwa ong, toi hy vong ong khong nghi ngo
gi Tonio. Thua 6ng, Tonio khong hai dén mot con ru6i. T6i thé rang anh ta
khong hé

roi khéi khoang dém qua. Cho nén, 6ng hiéu cho la anh ta khong thé lam
viéc dé. Tonio c6 thé la nguwdi nwdc ngoai, thwa 6ng, nhung anh ay 1a mot
nguwoi rat hién lanh... chang giong nhw

nhitng tén sat nhan xdu xa ngudi Y ma ta van doc trong sach.”
Ong dirng lai.

Poirot nhin xoay vao ong.

“P¢ la tat ca nhitng gi 6ng mudn no6i?”

“Vang, tat ca, thua 6ng.”
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Ong im ling. Va vi Poirot khéng néi gi, 6ng khé nghiéng minh nhu xin 16i
va sau mot thodng ngdp ngirng, 6ng roi toa an uéng vGi cung mot cung
cach am tham, khiém ton nhw khi 6ng buéc vao.

“Chuyén nay con phi thuc té hon han moi roman policier ma t6i tirng doc,”

bac si Constantine nhan xét.

“T6i dong y,” Bouc noéi. “Trong s6 muoi hai hanh khach trén toa da c6 chin
ngwoi dugc chitng minh lién dgi dén vu an Armstrong. T6i hoi 6ng, ta lam
gi ké tiép day? Hay t0i phdi hoi la ai ké tiép?”

“T6i chuwa thé trd 161 cac cau hoi cia 6ng dugce,” Poirot ndi.
“Ong tham tr M§ Hardman cta chiing ta da dén kia roi.”

“Ca ong dy cling dén dé thu nhan u?”

Trudce khi Poirot kip tra 10i, 6ng ngwdi My da dén ban cta ho.
Ong ta liéc nhin ho canh giac roi ngdi xudng, 1é nhé noéi:

“Chinh xac chuyén gi da xdy ra trén tau vay? To6i thdy nhw roi loan tam
than hét ca 1én.”

Poirot nhdy mat véi ong ta.

“Ong Hardman, 6ng c6 chic ban than 6ng khong phai 1a ngudi lam vuon
cho gia dinh Armstrong chu?”

“Lam g1 co vion nao,” Hardman tra 10i.
“Hay nguoi hau?”

“Toi chwa ting hinh dung ra cai noi d6. Khong, toi cha co lién
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hé gi v6i nha Armstrong. Nhung t6i bat dau tin rang t6i la ngwdi duy nhat
trén con tau nay khong lién quan gia dinh d6! Ong tin ndi khéng? Tin diéu
toi noi ay. Tin ndi khong?”

“Chac chan do la mot bat ngd nho nhé,” Poirot diém dam noi.

“_C’est rigolo, ” Bouc thot 1én.

“Ong c6 y twdng ndo vé 4n mang nay khong, dng Hardman?”

“Khong, thwa 6ng. To6i bi lu. Toi khéng biét cach chi gidi ma n6. Ho khong
thé ndo cling dinh vao. Nhung ai 1a tha pham thi t6i chiu. Ong lam c4ch nao
ma mo ra tat ca nhitng tinh tiét d6 vay, do la diéu t6i mudn biét.”

“Toi chi phong doan thoi.”

“Theé thi, tin t0i di, 6ng la m&t tay doan mo ctr khoi. Phai roi, t6i sé néi vai
ca thé gidi 6ng la tay doan mo ctr khoi.”

Hardman nga nguoi ra sau, nhin Poirot mot cach kham phuc.

“Bo 16i cho t6i nhé,” 6ng noi. “Nhuwng nhin 6ng thi chang ai biét diéu do.
T6i ngad non bai phuc 6ng do. Toi né 6ng that day.”

“Ong ti t& qua, 6ng Hardman.”
“Khong c6 dau. Tit & 1a ong do.”

“Du sao bai toan van chwa giai quyét xong,” Poirot néi. “Chting ta da noi
dwgc vdi nha chite trach rang ta biét ai giét ong Ratchett chwa?”

“Pirng c6 tinh téi vo,” Hardman néi. “Toi sé chang no6i nang gi ca. To6i chi
tran ngap suv than phuc ty nhién ma thoi. Con hai nguwoi ma ong chwa kip
phong doan thi sao? Ba gia nguwdi My va cai ba ngudi hau dy? T6i nghi ta
nén xem ho la nhitng nguoi duy
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nhat vo t0i trén tau nay.”

“Trw phi ta ghép dugc ho vao bo swu tap nho ctia minh,” Poirot mim cuoi,
néi. “Chang han nhw quan gia hay dau bép nha Armstrong chi dé.”

“Thoi dwoc, gio thi trén doi nay chang con gi lam t6i ngac nhién nita,”
Hardman nhan nhin néi. “Dién 16 - vu nay la thé

day - dién ro!”

“A, mon cher, st trung hgp cling khong dén noi di qua xa nhi,”
Bouc noéi. “Khong thé nao tat ca bon ho déu bi dinh.”

Poirot nhin ong.

“Ong khong hiéu,” 6ng néi. “Ong khong hiéu gi ca. N6i téi nghe xem, 6ng
c6 biét ai giét Ratchett khong?”

“Thé ong c6 biét khong?” Bouc chong ché.

Poirot gat dau.

“Q, c6 chtt,” 6ng tra 10i. “T6i biét da dwgc mot lic roi. N6 rd rang dén mitc
t6i ty hoi khong biét cd 6ng ciing nhan ra né khéng.” Ong quay sang
Hardman, hoi. “Con ong thi sao?”

Vién tham tt 1c dau. Ong nhin Poirot, vé to mo.

“Toi khong biét,” ong néi. “T6i cha biét gi ca. La ai trong so ho

VéIY?”

Poirot im lang hoi 1au. R6i 6ng noi:
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“Ong Hardman, xin 1am phién 6ng triéu tap tat cd moi ngudi lai day. C6 hai
10i gidi dap cho vu an nay. T6i muén phoi bay ca

hai ra tredc tat cad moi nguwoi.”

CHUGONG 9
Poirot dwa ra hai giai dap

Cac hanh khach kéo dén chat kin toa an uéng, ai ndy déu loay hoay tim cho
ngoi xung quanh nhitng chiéc ban. Tat ca déu it nhiéu mang bd dang giong
nhau, mot sy ngéng chd xen lan véi lo lang. Ba Thuy Dién van thut thit
khéc va ba Hubbard dang do

danh ba nay.

“Em binh tinh lai di, c6 em than mén. Moi thi¥ sé 6n ca thoi ma. Em phai
binh tinh lai m&i dugce. Néu mot trong chiing ta la tén hung tha xdu xa thi ai
cling biét d6 khong phai 1a em. Ai dién khung m&i nghi ra chuyén d6. Em
c* ngoi day, chi ngoi ngay canh em, em khong viéc gi phai lo ca.”
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Giong ba vut tat khi Poirot ditng day.

Ong phu trach toa lwgn 16 & thém cira.

“Ong c6 cho phép tbi ditng day khong a?”

“Di nhién roi, Michel.”

Poirot 14y giong.

“Thwa cac 6ng, cac ba, toi xin n6i bang tiéng Anh vi toi nghi

moi nguwdi ¢ day déu biét chut it ngdon nglt nay. Chung t6i ¢ day dé diéu tra
vé cai chét cia Samuel Edward Ratchett, bi danh 1a Cassetti. C6 hai 16i giai
kha tin cho vu an nay. T6i xin trinh bay ching ra trwdc tat ca quy vi, va t6i
sé nho ong Bouc va bac si

Constantine ¢ day phan xét gium xem 101 giai nao la dung.

“Gio thi tat cd quy vi déu da biét cac su kién cua vu an. Sang nay, ong
Ratchett dugc phét hién bj dam chét. Ong dugce cho 13 con séng it nhat 1a
dén 12g37 tbi qua, khi 6ng n6i chuyén véi phu

trach toa qua ctta khoang ctia 6ng. Mot chiéc dong ho trong tti 4o pyjama
ctia 6ng da dugc tim thay trong tinh trang mop méo va ditng & 1g15. Bac si
Constantine, nguwoi da kham nghiém tt thi, cho rang thoi gian 6ng Ratchett
chét la t nita dém cho dén hai gio sang. Ntra tiéng sau lic ntta dém, nhw
quy vi déu biét, tau da bi ket lai do bao tuyét. Sau thoi gian nay, khong ai
co thé ra khéi tau.

“L0oi chitng cua 6ng Hardman, von la thanh vién ciia m6t van phong tham
t* New York (nhiéu céi dau quay sang nhin Hardman), cho thay rang khéng
ai c6 thé di qua khoang cua ong (khoang s6 16 & sat cudi toa) ma Ong ta
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khong trong thay. Do d6 ching ta budc phéi két luan rang hung tha la mét
trong nhirng nguoi dang ¢ trén toa nay, tic toa Stamboul-Calais.

“Toi xin noi ro, do da tung la 1ap luan caa chung t6i.”
“Comment? ” Bouc strng sot kéu lén.

“Nhung toi sé dat ra trude quy vi mot 1ap luan khac. N6 rat don gian. Ong
Ratchett c6 mot ké thu nao dé ma ong ta lo so.

Ong ta mo ta ké thu ndy cho dng Hardman va bao dng nay rang
vu tan cong néu nd xay ra thi nhiéu kha nang sé vao dém thi
hai sau khi roi Stamboul.

“Bay gio toi xin thwa véi quy vi rang ong Ratchett biét nhiéu diéu hon la
ong ta noi ra. Ké thu ma ong Ratchett cho dgi da len tau tai Belgrade, hay
co thé tai Vincovci, qua canh ctta ma Dai ta Arbuthnot va 6ng MacQueen
dé ngd khi hai vi nay xuong san ga chdc lat. Han da tim dugc mot bo dong
phuc ctia phu trach toa ma han mac ra ngoai bo do thwong. Han cling lay
dwgc chiéc chia khéa van nang, gitip han vao dwgc khoang ctia 6ng
Ratchett cho dui ctra c6 bi khéa ching nita. Ong Ratchett liic d6 da bi ngdm
thu6c ngh. Ga kia da dam ong ta mot cach hung bao va roi khéi khoang qua
canh ctra thong sang khoang cua ba Hubbard...”

“Diing vdy,” ba Hubbard gat gil.

“Trong khi chui qua, han nhét con dao gam da st dung vao chiéc tii dung
do6 vé sinh cua ba Hubbard nhwng han da vé tinh dé roi mat mot chiéc cic
trén bd dong phuc. R6i han thoat khoi khoang, ra ngoai hanh lang. Han voi
vang nhét bo dong phuc vao chiéc va-li bén trong mét khoang khong co
ngwoi. Vai phit sau, trong bd do binh thwong, han rdi tau triede khi tau xuat
phat.
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MGt lan nita, han st dung cung 16i di, té’c qua canh ctra gan toa an uéng.”
Moi nguoi déu ha hoc miéng.
“Con chiéc dong ho thi sao?” Hardman thac mac.

“O day quy vi s& c6 10i gidi thich cho toan bd sy viéc. Ong Ratchett da
quén khong quay lui dong ho lai mét tiéng, diéu ma ong 1€ ra da phai lam &
Tzaribrod. Dong ho cia 6ng ta van gilt gio

Trung Au. Ong ta bi ddm vao lic mudi hai gio muwodi 1dm chi
khong phai mot gio muwoi lam.”

“Nhung cach giai thich nay la phi ly,” Bouc thot 1én. “Giong néi tir trong
khoang vao luc mot gio kém hai mwoi ba phut thi giai thich sao day? Phai
la giong cia 6ng Ratchett... néu khong thi 1a giong cia ké da giét ong ta.”

“Khong nhat thiét. D6 cling c6 thé la... xem nao... mot nhan vat thi¢ ba.
Nguoi nay vao khoang dé no6i chuyén vdi Ratchett va phat hién 6ng ta chét.
Han bén bam chudng goi phu trach toa dén, nhwng réi, nhw ta van noéi, han
ta chgt c6 linh cam. Han so

bi cdo budc giét nguwdi nén gia la 6ng Ratchett n6i vong ra.’

“_C’est possible, ” Bouc mién cudng thira nhan.

Poirot nhin ba Hubbard.
“Vang thua ba, ba mudn noéi gi?”

“A, t6i ciing khong rd 1dm t6i dinh néi gi. Ong c6 nghi ca tdi cling quén
quay lui lai dong ho khéng?”
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“Khong, thwa ba. Toi nghi ba da nghe ga kia chui qua... nhung nghe mot
cach vo thirc. Lat sau ba mo thdy 4c mdng, trong do6 ba thdy c6 mdot nguoi
dan ong trong khoang ba. Ba giat minh tinh ddy va bdm chudng goi phu
trach toa.”

“U nhi, t6i nghi ciing c6 thé 1dm,” ba Hubbard thira nhan.
Cong chta Dragomiroff dang nhin Poirot cham chdp.
“Ong giai thich sao vé 16i chitng ctia ngudi hau t6i, thwa 6ng?”

“Rat don gian, thwa ba. Nguwoi hau cua ba nhan ra chiéc khan tay t6i dua ba
ay xem la cua ba, ba ay bén tim cach che chan cho

ba mot cach vung vé. Ba dy qua c6 va phai ga kia, nhung sém hon, vao lic
tau ¢ ga Vincovci. Ba dy bia ra rang da thay han mudn hon véi y quan la
tao cho ba mét bang chitng ngoai pham vitng chac.”

Ba Cong chua cti dau.

“Ong da nghi ra dugc moi thit, thwa 6ng. Téi... ti rat phuc 6ng.”

Mot khodng im lang.

ROi tat ca giat ban ngwoi khi bac si Constantine bat chot giong 1én ban.

“Khong,” ong hét 1én. “Khong, khong, nghin lan khong! Giai thich do
khong vitng chiit ndo. N6 so suat & hang chuc tinh tiét nho. An mang khong
dién ra nhu thé. Ong Poirot hin phai biét rd diéu d6.”

Poirot nhin 6ng bac si bang anh mat ky la.

“T0i sé con phai trinh bay 10i giai thit hai ctia minh,” 6ng noi.
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“Nhung xin ditng tir bé 161 giai ndy qua dot ngdt nhu thé. Ong c6 thé sé
phai dong y vGi né sau nay.”

Ong quay sang nhitng ngudi con lai.

“Con mot 101 giai thich thw hai cho an mang nay. Sau day la cach ma toi di
dén né.

“Khi t6i nghe xong cac 10i chitng, t6i nga ngwdi ra, nham mat lai va bat dau
suy nghi. Toi thdy cé mdt s6 tinh tiét dang chu y.

Toi liét ké ching ra cho hai dong sw ctia toi. Mot s6 tinh tiét toi da sang té,
chang han nhu vét m& trén tap ho chiéu v.v... Toi sé

chi ban vé nhitng tinh tiét con lai. Piéu dau tién va quan trong nhat la 10i
nhan xét ma 6ng Bouc da noi véi tdi vao bita trrra tai toa an uéng trong
ngdy dau tién tau roi Stamboul. Ong 4y néi vé

mot sy tap hgp thu vi trén tau do tinh da dang ctia no, vGi sy dai dién cta
tat cA moi tang 16p va quoc tich.

“Toi dong y vdi ong ay, nhung khi tinh tiét nay di qua dau toi, t6i da co
hinh dung xem liéu sy tap hgp nay cé thé nao dwgce chon loc theo nhitng
hoan canh khac. Va cau tréd 16i cta t6i la: chi cé thé & My. Chi & My méi c6
mot mai nha nao dé cau thanh tir nhitng ngudi thudc da dang cac quoc tich:
mot nguoi 14i xe Y, mot bao mau Anh, mot y t4 Thuy Dién, mot vi em
Phap, van van. Biéu dé dan t6i dén mot ké hoach ‘suy doan’. D6 la dwa moi
nguwoi vao mot vai nao do trong tan tham kich Armstrong giong nhw nguoi
dao dién dung 1én v& kich. Qua thue, diéu dé da cho t6i mot két qua cuc ky
thu vi va dang hai long.

“Trong dau, t6i con xem xét 10i chitng riéng ré cua tirng nguwdi va di dén

mot sO két qua ky la. Trwdc hét, xin lay 16i chitng ctia 6ng MacQueen.
Cudc phong van 6ng ta lan dau tién ciing binh thwong. Nhung trong lan
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phong van thi¢ hai, 6ng ta da dwa ra mot nhan xét kha ky la. To6i ké lai cho
ong ta vé mau gidy c6 dé

cap dén vu an Armstrong. Ong ta néi: ‘Di nhién...’, va dirng lai mot lic roi
nai tiép ‘y toi noi... do la mot so sudt cua lao ta.’

“T6i 1ap titc cam thdy d6 khong phai la diéu ma 6ng ta dinh néi tiép. Gid st
diéu ma 6ng ta dinh noi tiép la: ‘Nhung chdc chan né da bi dot roi ma!’
Trong trrong hgp dé, ong MacQueen phdi biét vé to gidy do va biét vé viéc
thiéu huy no. Noi cach khac, ong

ta phai la hung tha hay nguwdi dong 16a véi hung thu. Rat tot.

“Roi dén 6ng nguoi hau. Ong ta noi chi cta 6ng c6 théi quen dung thudc
ngu khi di xe Itta. Biéu d6 c6 thé ding, nhung liéu Ratchett c6 diing né dém
qua khong? Khau stung ty dong dudi goi cta 6ng ta cho thay day la mot 10i
ndéi doi. Ratchett da c6 y dé

phong vao dém qua. Néu 6ng ta cé dung loai thudc ngu nao thi dé6 han phai
la ngoai y dinh. Ai da chudc thuéc nga? RO rang chi

c6 thé 1a 6ng MacQueen hay ong nguwdi hau.

“Bay gio ta hdy chuyén sang 10i chithg ctia 6ng Hardman. Tdi tin tit ca
nhitng gi 0ng ta néi vé nhan than cta ong ta, nhung khi néi dén nhitng
phwong phap ma ong ta st dung dé canh chitng cho dng Ratchett thi cau
chuyén tr@ thanh mot sy phi ly khong hon khong kém. Cach hiéu qua duy
nhat dé bao vé 6ng Ratchett la qua dém ngay trong khoang ctia ong ta, hay
0 mot vi

tri nao d6 co6 thé quan sat dwgc ctra khoang ong ta. Biéu duy nhat ma 1oi
chitng ctia 6ng Hardman cho thdy ro 1a khéng mét ai tir
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cdc toa khdc trén tau co khd ndng giét 6ng Ratchett. T6i khoang mot vong
tron quanh toa Stamboul-Calais. D6 la mot diéu ma t6i cdm thay kha ky la,
khong thé nao giai thich dwgc. Toi dé n6 sang mot bén dé nghi chuyén
khac.

“Co 1é gio day tat ca quy vi déu da nghe ké vé vai 10i trao doi gitta co
Debenham va Pai ta Arbuthnot ma t6i nghe l1om duoc.

Trong suy nghi cta t6i, diéu thu vi la & cho Dai ta Arbuthnot goi c6 ay la
Mary va 1o rang dang trong giai doan rat than mat v&i c6 dy. Nhung ong
Pai t4 lam nhu chi méi gap co6 dy vai ngay tredc. Toi biét nhitng nguwdi Anh
kiéu nhw 6ng Pai td. Cho du ong

ta O bi tiéng sét ai tinh vGi co gai ngay tir cai nhin dau tién chang nita, 6ng
ta cling sé tién tdi tw tr, chttng myc chit khéng ao at nhuw thé. Cho nén toi
két luan rang Pai td Arbuthnot va c6 Debenham that ra da quen than vai
nhau tr lau, va vi mot ly do nao do phai gia tang nhv nhitng nguwoi xa la.
MOt chi tiét nho

nita la c6 Debenham té ra dé dang quen thudc véi thuat ngir

‘dwong dai’ khi noi vé cac cu dién thoai. Thé ma c6 dy lai n6i véi toi rang
c6 ay chwa bao gio 6 My.

“T6i xin chuyén sang mot nhan chitng khac. Ba Hubbard néi véi ching t6i
rang do nam trén giwvong nén ba ta khong thé thay canh ctra thong khoang
da choét hay chwa cho nén phai nhd ba Ohlsson xem gitp. Loi khai nay cua
ba c6 thé la tuyét doi ding néu nhu ba ngu & cac khoang s6 2, 4, 12 hay bat
ky khoang s6

chdn ndo, noi ma thanh chét ndm ngay duéi tay ndm. O cac khoang sé 1é
nhw khoang s6 3, thanh ch6t nam & trén tay nam kha xa, do dé khong thé bi
che khuat béi chiéc tii dwgc. Toéi bude phai két luan rang ba Hubbard da
bia ra mot sy viéc khong hé

https://thuviensach.vn



dién ra.

“Va bay gio t6i xin c6 doéi 1oi vé thoi gian. Trong dau t6i, diéu thuc sy ly
thi vé chiéc dong ho mop méo la noi ma né dwgc tim ra, tic trong tdi do
pyjama cua ong Ratchett. D6 la mot noi gitt

dong ho rat bat tién va kho tin, dac biét 1a khi ngay trén dau giwong da cé
san moOt chiéc moc dé treo dong ho. Do do, t6i cam thay chac chan rang
chiéc dong ho da duwgc co tinh bo vao tii va chinh gio lai. Nhuw vay, an
mang da khong dién ra vao ltic mot gio muwdi lam.

“Thé thi n6 dién ra s6ém hon v? N6i chinh xac hon la vao lic mot gio kém
hai mwoi ba phiit? Ong ban Bouc cta t6i di dwa ra mot 1ap luan tng ho gia
thiét nay, do la tiéng thét da danh thirc t6i ddy. Nhung ong Ratchett da
ngam thudc rat sau, 6ng dy khong thé hét dugc. Néu nhu 6ng ay ma hét
dwgc thi han 6ng dy cling da chong choi cach chi d6 dé tw bao vé minh, thé
nhung khong hé c6 dau hiéu khang cy nao nhuw thé ca.

“T6i nhd lai ong MacQueen da c6 16i kéo s chu y, khong chi

mot lan ma nhitng hai lan (va lan th hai rat trang trgn), dén viéc ong
Ratchett khong néi dugc tiéng Phap. To6i di dén két luan rang toan bo vu
viéc ldac mot gio kém hai muoi ba phut la mot va

kich dé danh Iira t6i! Bat ci ai cling dé dang doan ra viéc chinh dong ho, do
la mot meo kha pho bién trong nhitng tiéu thuyét trinh tham. Ho nghi rang
t0i co thé nhin ra diéu do va, tu ru ngu

bdi sy khon ngoan ctia minh, t6i sé nghi rang do ong Ratchett khong noi
duwgc tiéng Phap, giong néi ma tdi nghe thay lic mot gio kém hai mwoi ba
phut khong phai 1a giong cua 6ng ta, va ltic dé ong ta da chét roi. Nhung toi
thi toi tin rang, vao Iic mét gio
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kém hai mwoi ba phiit, 6ng Ratchett van con séng va dang chim sau trong
giac nga ctia minh.

“Nhung meo nay da thanh cong! Toi da m@ ctra nhin ra ngoai.

Toi qua thuwe da nghe thay cau tiéng Phap. Néu t6i dan don mot cach khé
tin dén mirc khong hiéu ra y nghia cia cau nay, thi sé

c6 nguwoi hwéng sw chd y cua toi vao do. Néu can thiét, dng MacQueen c6
thé cong khai dén thing chd t6i. Ong ay sé néi: ‘Xin 16i 6ng Poirot, dé
khéng thé la do 6ng Ratchett néi. Ong dy khong

néi dugc tiéng Phap.’

“Thé thi an mang da thyc sw dién ra vao lic nao? Va ai la ngudi giét 6ng
ta?

“Theo y kién cua t6i, va dé chi 1a y kién th6i day, Ratchett bi

giét vao mat thoi diém nao do rat gan lic hai gio, tré toi da trong mitc dw
doan ctia 6ng bac si.

“Con vé viéc ai giét ong ta...”

Ong dirng lai, nhin quanh c4c cit toa. Khong thé than phién 1a thiéu ving sy
chud y. Moi con mat déu dan chat vao 6ng. Trong su im ang, nguodi ta nghe
thdy cd nhitng tiéng dong nhé nhat.

Ong cham rai noi tiép:

“T6i dac biét chu y dén sy khé khan ciing cuye trong viéc tim ra bang chitng
chéng lai m6t nguwdi nao dé trén tau nay. T6i cling rat chd y dén sy trung
hgp kha ky la, khi ma, trong moi treong hop, bang chitng vang mat lai
dwgc cung cdp béi mot nhan vat ma t6i xin tam goi la ‘kh6 ngd nhat’.
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MacQueen va Pai t4 Arbuthnot cung cap bang chithg vang mat cho nhau.
Gitta hai ngudi nay kho ai tin dwgc rang ho da tirng c6 moi quen biét tr

tride. Ditu twong ty ciing xay ra gitta 6ng ngudi hau Anh va éng ngudi Y,
gitta ba nguoi Thuy Dién va c6 gai ngudi Anh. T6i tw

nhu: “That 1a ky la, 18 nao tdt cd moi ngwoi déu tham gia vao day!’
“Va roi, thwa quy vi, t6i da thdy anh sang. Tdt cd déu tham gia.

Do c6 qua nhiéu ngudi lién quan trong vu Armstrong di trén cung mot
chuyén tau Iwta, sy trung hgp khéng chi la it kha nang, ma don gian la
khéng thé c6 dugc. Toi nhé lai nhan xét cua Pai

ta Arbuthnot vé phan xét ctia b6i tham doan. B6i tham doan bao gom mudi
hai nguoi, thi ta c6 muoi hai hanh khach va Ratchett bi dam mudi hai nhat.
Va diéu ma t6i ban khoan suét - viéc chuyén Stamboul-Calais chgt dong
khach mot cach bat thwong vao mua € am nay - bong nhién dwgc giai thich.

“Ratchett da thoat khoi cong ly ¢ My. Toi ac cua ong ta la khong phai ban
cai. Toi muwong twong mot boi tham doan ty chi

dinh gom muwdi hai nguoi dé két an tir cho 6ng ta, va, do thuc té

cia vu an nay, da budc phdi trd thanh chinh nhitng nguwdi hanh quyét. Va
1ap tire, voi gia dinh trén, toan bo vu viéc di vao mot trat ty dep dé va sang
sda.

“T6i thdy n6 giong nhw mot tdim kham hoan hao, mo6i nguwdi sam vai ma ho
dwgce phan cong. Moi thit ngan nap dén mitrc néu nghi van dugc chia vao ai
dé thi 101 chitng cia mét hay nhiéu nguwdi khac sé minh giam cho nguwoi bi
budc toi va lam rdi tung van dé. Loi chitng ctia 6ng Hardman la can thiét
trong trueong hgp c6 nguwdi ngoai bi tinh nghi gay an va khong thé cung cap
bang chitng vang mat. Hanh khach trén toa Stamboul thi khéng gap nguy
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co nao. Ting chi tiét nho cda cac 10i chitng déu dugc tinh toan tr trudc.
Toan bo vu viéc la mot tro choi ghép hinh dugce 1én ké hoach mot cach rat
thong minh va ngan nap, dén mirc bat ky mau kién thivrc méi mé nao dugc
tim ra cing chi lam cho 10i gidi tong thé cang thém kho khan.

“Nhw 6ng ban Bouc cta t6i da nhan xét, vu nay c6 vé v6 ly dén mic ky
quai! D6 chinh xac la 4n twgng ma nguwdi ta mudn dem lai.

“L0i gidi nay c6 gidi thich dugc tat ca khong? Co, né gidi thich duwgc. Trang
thai cta cac vét thwong u? Moi vét thwong duge dam bdi mot ngudi.
Nhitng 1a thu de doa gia mao v? Chung gia mao vi ching khong phai la
that, dwgc viét ra chi dé tao ra mot bang chitng. (Chac chan la ciing cé
nhitng 14 thu that, cdnh cdo Ratchett vé s6 phan cua 6ng ta. MacQueen da
hay nhitng 1a thw

nay va thay chiing bang nhitng 1a thw khac). Cau chuyén ctia 6ng Hardman
vé viéc dugc Ratchett thué mwén w? Di nhién tir dau dén cubi, né la 1oi noéi
d6i. Mo ta vé ngwoi dan 6ng bi an ‘nhd tho, da sdm, giong mai mai’ 1a mot
mo ta thuan tién, bai 1€ né khong budc tdi bat cit ai trong s6 cac phu trach
toa va n6 ap dung dugc cho ca cho nam lan ni.

“Y twdng dam bing dao thoat nghi thi thdy rat ky la, nhung néu suy nghi ki
thi sé thdy khong c6 cach nao khac phu hgp véi hoan canh tuyét voi hon
thé. Dao gam la mot vii khi ma ai cling dung duwoc, du khoe hay yéu, va né
cling khong gay tiéng dong.

Mac du c6 thé 1a sai, nhung t6i twdng tigng ra rang moi nguwoi thay phién
nhau di vao trong khoang t6i mu cua Ratchett qua canh ctta thong qua
khoang ba Hubbard... va dam! Ban than ho

cling khong biét nhat dao nao da giét chét 6ng ta.

“La thw cudi cing ma co6 1é Ratchett da tim thay trén goi cta ong ta da dugc
can than thiéu huy. Khong c6 manh moéi nao dan dén vu an Armstrong thi
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tuyét doi khong c6 ly do nao dé nghi ngd bat ctt hanh khach nao trén tau.
An mang r6i s& duwoc khép lai nhu mot tac pham tir bén ngoai, va ngudi dan
ong ‘nho thé, da sam, giong mai mai’ kia sé tr@ thanh ké duwgc thay bdi mot

hay vai hanh khach rdi tau ¢ ga Brod.

“T6i khong biét chinh xac diéu gi xdy ra khi nhitng ngwoi dong muwu phat
hién ra rang phan nay cia ké hoach tré nén khong thé thyc hién do sw co
tau ding. T6i hinh dung da c6 mot cude hoi y nhanh, va ho da quyét dinh
tién tdi. Qua that la Iic nay sé

c6 mot hay nhiéu hanh khach bi nghi ngo, nhung kha nang do ciing da
duwgce tru liéu tr trede. Chi thém mot viéc bo sung nita phai thyc hién, do la
lam cho van dé tré nén roéi ram hon nita.

“Hai m6n dwogc goi 1a ‘manh méi’ da dugc bo lai khoang ctia nguwdi chét.
Mot mén budc t6i Pai td Arbuthnot, nguwdi c6 bang chitng vang mat manh
nhat va c6 moi quan hé khé chitng minh nhét vdi gia dinh Armstrong. Moén
kia, titc chiéc khan tay, thi budc tdi Céng chia Dragomiroff, nguwdi ma do
pham gia va dia vi

xa hoi ctia minh cling nhw do tinh trang thé lyc dac biét suy yéu, cong thém
vdi bang chitng ngoai pham do ngwdi hau va phu

trach toa cung cap, dang ¢ mot vi thé khong thé nao vai tdi dugc.

Dbé tiép tuc lam ro6i loan van dé, mot ‘con moéi dé’ duwgc tung thém vao:
nguwoi phu nit bi an mac chiéc kimono mau dé. Mot lan nita, t6i tré thanh
nguoi lam chitng cho s ton tai cia ngwdi phu nit

nay. C6 mot tiéng va dap manh vao ctra cda t6i. Té6i nhom day, ngd ra ngoai
va nhin thdy mot chiéc kimono mau do twoi dang bién mat & phia xa. Mot
tap hop nhitng ngwoi lam chitng, gom 6ng phu trach toa, c6 Debenham va
ong MacQueen, cling trong thady nguwdi nay. Toi nghi ai d6 c6 6c khoi hai da
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dat chiéc kimono dé nay lén néc chiéc va-li cua t6i trong ltic t6i dang ban
phong van trong toa an uéng. B6 dé nay thoat tién dén tir dau,

toi khong biét. T6i ngd rang né la tai san ctia Ba twdc Phu nhan Andrenyi,
vi hanh ly cta ba dy chi chita mot chiéc o bang to

xuénh xoang dwgc may giong nhw mot chiéc vay dai hon la do khoac ngu.

“Khi 6ng MacQueen tré thanh ngwoi dau tién biét dwoc rang 1a thv dwoc
thiéu huy hét sitc can than kia van con mot phan chwa thu tiéu hét, va
Armstrong chinh xac la tr con sot lai, ong ta han da lap tic truyén tin cho
moi ngwoi. Chinh tr lic dé, vi thé ctia Ba twéc Phu nhan tréd nén chong
chénh va chong cua ba ay phai 1ap tic stta chita tdm ho chiéu. D6 chinh la
diéu rui thit hai cua ho!

“Ho dong tam nhat tri v&i nhau sé chdi dén cung moi moi lién hé vdi gia
dinh Armstrong. Ho biét t6i khong c6 nhitng phuwong tién truc ti€p dé tim ra
su that, va ho khong tin rang sé nam dwgc van dé trir phi nghi van cuia toi
tap trung vao mot ca nhan nao do.

“Gio thi ching ta hdy xem xét thém mot tinh tiét nita. Mdac dinh rang ly
thuyét ve tdi 4c cuda t6i la ding, va ban than toi cling tin rang n6 nhdt dinh
la dung, thi ro rang la ca 6ng phu

trach toa cling tham gia vao am muu nay. Nhung néu vay thi ta c6 dén
muoi ba nguoi chit khong phai muai hai. Thay vi cong thitc thong thuwong
‘trong rat nhiéu nguwdi chi c6 mot ngwoi co toi’, toi da phai doi mat véi van
dé c6 dén muoi ba ngudi va chi

mot ngwoi duy nhat vo téi. Ngudoi do 1a ai?

“T6i di dén mot két luan rat la lung. Toi két luan rang nguwdi khéng tham
gia vao an mang phai la nguoi dugc xem la cé
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nhiéu dong co gay an nhat. T6i nghi dén Ba twdc Phu nhan Andrenyi. T6i
rat an twong bai sw thong thiét ciia chong ba ay khi 6ng ta 1dy danh dy ca
nhan long trong thé véi t6i rang vg cua ong khong hé roi khoi khoang dém
qua. Toi quyét dinh rang Ba twdc Andrenyi da thé cho vo cua 6ng.

“Néu vay thi ong Pierre Michel chac chan la mot trong s6

muoi hai nguwdi. Nhung 1am sao gidi thich sy dong 16a cta dng ta? Ong ta
la mot nguwoi dang hoang, da lam viéc 1au nam cho Cong ty chit khong phai
loai ngudi c6 thé dut 16t dé tham gia vao t6i ac. Du vay, Pierre Michel chac
chan cé can hé trong vu

Armstrong. Piéu nay cé vé rat kho tin. Nhung réi t6i nhé lai rang c6 vi em
bi chét 1a nguwdi Phap. Giad st rang c6 gai toi nghiép do la con cua 6ng
Pierre Michel. Piéu nay gidi thich dugc tit ca. N6 cling giai thich dia diém
duwgc chon dé dan dung vu 4n mang.

Con ai khac ma sy tham gia vao man kich nay la chwa ro rang?

Pai ta Arbuthnot t6i doan la ban cua ong Armstrong. Co 1€ ho da cung nhau
kinh qua cudc chién. Ba Hildegarde Schmidt thi t6i c6 thé doan ra vai tro
cua ba trong gia dinh Armstrong. Co 1€ toi la nguwoi hau an nén toi co cai
ban nang dé danh hoi ra dugc mot nguwdi dau bép gioi. T6i dat truwdc ba ta
mot cai bay... va ba ta da roi vao do. T6i noéi toi biét ba ta 1a mot dau bép
gioi. Ba ta tra 10i:

‘Vang, ding vay, tat ca cac ba chu cua téi déu néi thé.” Nhung néu ai dé
duwgc thué lam ngwdi hau thi nhitng ngwdi cha rat hiém khi nao c6 co hoi dé
biét rang ngwdi hau ctia minh cé phai 1a mot dau bép tot hay khong.

“Ro6i dén ong Hardman. C6 vé nhu 6ng ta khé ma thudc vé gia

dinh Armstrong. T6i chi cé thé hinh dung ra rang 6ng ta da yéu c6 gai

ngwoi Phap. To6i da ndi chuyén vGi ong ta vé sy kiéu diém cua phu nit nwéc
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ngoai. Va, mét lan nita, t6i nhan dugc phan ¢ng ma t6i mong doi. Mat 6ng
bat ngd ngan 1é va 6ng da vién dan ly do bi hat tuyét bay vao.

“Con lai 1a ba Hubbard. T6i cé thé noi la ba Hubbard da déng mot vai tro
quan trong nhat trong man kich nay. Do ldy khoang théng v&i khoang 6ng
Ratchett, ba cong khai doi mat v&i nghi van hon bat cit ai khac. Theo cach
dan x€ép cac sy viéc thi ba khong thé c6 mot bang chitng vang mat nao. Dé
tham gia vo

dién, ba da chon vai mot ba me My d6n hau, cuc ky hon nhién va c6 phan
hai 16 bich, mét vai dién doi hdi tai nang cua mot dién vién. Nhung trong
gia dinh Armstrong c6 mét dién vién tai gioi. D6 1a me cia ba Armstrong,
dién vién Linda Arden.”

Ong dirng lai.

Va r6i, bang mot giong mém mong, lang lang va giau cdm xuc, hoan toan
khac xa giong n6i van dung trong sudt cudc hanh trinh, ba Hubbard cat
tiéng:

“T6i luén nghi minh dién t6t trong céc tiét muc hai.”

Ba noi tiép van bang giong lang lang:

“Su so suat vé chiéc tii that 1a ngu ngéc. N6 cho thidy phdi luon luén coi
trong viéc dién tap. Ching t6i da dién tap khong dung. Han la khi dé toi da
¢ trong mot khoang so 1é. T6i khong bao gio ngd rang then ctra ¢6 thé nam
0 cac vi tri khac nhau.”

Ba hoi doi tw thé mot chut roi nhin thang vao Poirot.

“Ong Poirot, 6ng biét tat ca nhitng chuyén dé. Ong 1a mot
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nguoi rat tuyét voi. Nhung 6ng khong thé nao hinh dung néi la né nhw thé
nao dau... cai ngay khung khiép d6 & New York. T6i dau kh6 mu6n phat
dién lén... Ca cac gia nhan ciing thé... Va ca

Dai t4 Arbuthnot ciing c6 mit & d6. Ong 4y 1a ngudi ban than nhét cia John
Armstrong.”

“Anh dy da ctu mang t6i trong chién tranh,” Arbuthnot cho biét.

“Khi ay chuing t6i da quyét dinh rang... c6 lé ching t6i da dién hét roi, toi
cling chang biét nita... nhwng ching t6i quyét dinh an t& hinh ma Cassetti
da thoat khdi can phai dwgc tién hanh.

Chung t0i c6 muoi hai nguoi... dung ra la mueoi mot... vi, di

nhién, cha ctia Susanne dang & tan bén Phap. Thoat dau, ching t6i dinh béc
tham dé chon ra ai sé la ngwoi lam viéc d6, nhung cudi cung ching t6i
quyét dinh lam nhw thé nay. Anh 1ai xe Antonio la nguwoi dé xuat y nay.
Mary sau do da nghi ra toan bo

cac chi tiét vdi s trg gitp cia Hector MacQueen. Anh dy lu6n mén mo con
gai Sonia cua toi, va chinh anh ay da gidi thich cho chiing t6i cach ma lao
Cassetti da dung tién dé chay t6i.

“Chung t6i mat rat nhiéu thoi gian dé hoan thién ké hoach.

Pau tién, ching t6i phdi lan ra Ratchett. Hardman cudi cung da lam dwoc
diéu do. R6i chung t6i tim cach gai Masterman va Hector MacQueen vao
lam viéc cho lao, it ra la mot trong hai nguoi. Cling xong, chung toi da lam
duwgc. Sau dé ching t6i ban bac vdi cha cua Susanne. Pai td Arbuthnot rat
ter té khi tiép dén mudi hai nguwdi ching t6i. Cé vé nhw anh ay cho rang can
phai tién hanh mot cach trat tw hon. Anh dy khong thich 1am y twéng
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dung dao, nhung roi cling dong y rang cach dé giai quyét dwoc hau hét cac
kho khan cia ching t6i. Cha ctia Susanne rat quyét tam. Susanne la con gai
duy nhat ctia 6ng ay. Qua Hector, chiing t6i biét Ratchett sém mudn gi cling
sé trd vé ti phwong Pong bang chuyén tau Téc hanh Phwong Bong. Vi
viéc ong Pierre Michel thuc té dang lam viéc trén tau nay, co hoi tréd nén
qua tot khong thé bo 18. Ngoai ra, do cling la cach tot dé khong cé nguoi
ngoai nao bi mac t6i oan.

“Chong ctia con géi toi can dugc biét, di nhién roi, va né cling doi lén tau
cung con gai téi. Hector da xoay x& dé Ratchett chon ngay di ding vao
ngay truc caa Pierre Michel. Chuing t6i da chd y dén viéc chiém tat ca cac
khoang trén toa Stamboul-Calais, nhung khong may la c6 mot khoang
ching t6i khong lay duoc.

N6 dugce dat trudce tir rat 1au béi 6ng giam doc cong ty. Di nhién, 6ng Harris
chi 1a m6t huyén thoai. Nhung sé la rat toi té néu nhw dé mot nguwoi la lot
vao khoang ctia Hector. Va roi, vao phtt cudi, 6ng xuat hién...”

Ba dimng lai.

“Thé ddy,” ba néi. “Bay gid 6ng da biét ca roi, 6ng Poirot a. Ong dinh nhuv
thé nao day? Néu vu nay can 16i ra anh sang, liéu 6ng cé thé chi két toi mot
minh t6i duge khong? To6i san sang dam ldo dy mudi hai lan hoan toan tw
nguyén. Khong phai chi vi lao ay chiu trach nhiém cai chét cia con gai toi,
chau ngoai t6i va dita chau trong bung ma 1€ ra gio day van con soéng va
hanh phtic. Con hon thé rat nhiéu. Pa c6 nhitng dita bé tredc Daisy va c6
thé con nhitng dita bé khac trong twong lai. Xa hoi da két an

han, ching t6i chi l1a nhitng nguwdi thye thi ban an. Nhung dau can thiét phai
lién lyy dén nhitng nguoi khac - nhitng con ngudi trung tin... anh Michel
toi nghiép... Mary va Pai ta Arbuthnot, ho

dang yéu nhau...”
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Giong nobi cua ba vang lén tuyét hay trong khong gian chat hep, mot giong
sau lang, giau xic cam da tirng lam rung dong biét bao khan gia New York.

Poirot nhin ban minh.
“Ong Bouc, dng la gidm ddc cong ty, 6ng ndi sao day?”
Bouc hang giong.

“Theo thién y cta t6i, thwa 6ng Poirot,” ong thot 1én, “ly thuyét ban dau cta
ong la ly thuyét ding. Chac chan la nhw vay. Toi dé

nghi 1ay d6 lam 10i giai dé trinh ra véi canh sat Nam Tuw khi ho
dén. Ong dong y chit, 6ng bac si?”

“Di nhién la dong y,” bac si Constantine tan thanh. “Vé phan nhitng ching
ct'y hoc, toi nght la... htm... toi da duva ra vai nhan xét hoang duong.”

“Thé thi...” Poirot két luan, “... sau khi da trinh trw6c quy vi 10i gidi cia
t0i, toi xin phép dugc rit ra khoi vu viéc nay...”
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