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Loi de tang

MéEén tang ba ngudi trén ddi nay da that su tin
rang cudn sach cua téi co thé do vdi
CHIEN TRANH VI HOA BINH:
Cheryl, me t6i, vi ba ma “hang triéu cé géi s&n sang xin
chét” ,
Steve, cha t6i, mét ngudi dién trai, théng minh,
gidi giang va tai ba, va 6ng khang khang
doi tu viét dong dé tang nay
va chi téi la Dana, con gai ruou cua 6ng ba

(trudc khi téi bat dau viét sach).
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Pén giao thoéng & nga tu dudng 17 cat Broadway chua
kip chuyén h3n sang mau xanh thi cd mét bay taxi vang
vénh vao da vuot qua to6i, trong khi téi gay Un tac ca lan
dudng bén phai bdng cadi bdy giét ngusi ma toi phai 13i di
khap phd phudng New York. Pap cén, nhén ga, vao sé (ti
mo vao sd& mdt hay tor s6 mdt 1én s hai?) Nha cén, toi I&m
nhdm quy tac than thanh &y ca chuc lugt, song gilta dédm xe
cd dan nhu mac cUi budi trua cdy than chd nay chang giup
gi dugc. Chiéc 6t6 I6ng Ién hai ban nhu con ngua bat kham,
dé roi ti€p dé ngat ngudng nhu con thd qué qua nga tu. Tim
toi nhay thinh thich trong nguc. Bot ngot xe thoéi ngat
ngudng va chuyén dbng tron tru. Trén nhu bdi m&. Toi li€c
nhanh xudng xem cé ddng 1a van dang s6 hai, va khi ngang
|Ién thi mii xe da gi sat dudi chiéc taxi vang phia trudc, lam
cho t6i khéng con cach nao khac ngoai viéc nghién rang dap
tri mang Ién ban phanh va gay quap gét giay.

Khon nan! Lai mot dobi giay 700$ di tong vi su vung Vvé
cua téi - dbi th’ ba trong thang nay rbi. T6i nhe ca ngudi
khi thady dong cd chét nhédm (hinh nhu trong luc dap cu
phanh cu mang thi dang Ié toi phai dap ca con mdi dung).
Gid thi tdi c6 méy gidy dong hd, du dé thong tha théo doi
Manolo quang Ién ghé& phu, trong khi xung quanh t6i inh oi
ti€ng coi xe va rao rao nhirng cay quat chui tuc tiu. Lay gi
chui ban tay ddm md hodi bay gid, ngoai cdi quan Gucci bd
chdt ngudi dé&n ndi mau hét dudng chdy, va chi riéng chui
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dugc vao rbi cai dén chiéc khuy trén cung khéng khac gi
danh vat. Nhitng ngon tay quet thanh tirng vét kinh tédm
trén I6p da 16n mém nhu nhung. TO6i phai lam hgi thudc
théi, khéng thi khé ma dua ndi cadi xe mui trédn 84.000$ nay
lanh 1an qua khoi ma tran cua Mahattan ddng vao gid nghi
trua.

“Bi€én nhanh di dugc khong chi gai!” Mot tay lai xe trong
rat bui vé&i tim 16ng nguc thd qua c¢d may 6 ba 16. “Hay 13
chi gai tudng day la bai hoc lai xe? Bién!”

Tay run, nhung t6i van ngdng ngdn tay gilta tuc tiu Ién
va hoan thanh ngay nhiém vu thiét yéu nhat cai da: cham
ngay tdp tu mot chodc nicotin! Tay tdi lai U6t mém, dé hiéu
tai sao may que diém lién tudt khoi tay toéi rai xuéng san xe.
ROt cubc dung vao luc téi dinh rit hgi dau tién thi den tin
hiéu bat xanh. Vd&i diéu thudéc ngdm trén moi, toi trd lai
nghé thuat phic tap cia dap con, nhan ga, vao s6, nha con,
khoi thubc phi phot vot ra vao theo tung hai thd. Phai qua
hén ba kh&i nha nita thi xe mdi chay déu déu dé tbi co dip
lay di€u thubc khdi miéng, song qua muodn: tan thudc da
rung xudng, rdi ngay canh vét chui moé hoéi trén quan. Dién
qua. Trudc khi hiéu hét toan bd tham canh la trong ba phut
toi da pha hong d6 dung tri gia 3.100$ - tinh ca doéi giay
Manolo - thi chiéc dién thoai di dong lai rén ret 1én ti€ng.
CU nhu cubc ddi nay chua day doa toi du muc, s6 dién thoai
cla ngudi goi hién 1én khang dinh diéu tdi lo sg nhat da
thanh su that, dich than bé ha, Miranda Prestly, ba chu cua
toi.

“Aan-dree-aa! Chi cé nghe t6i khong day? Aan-dree-aa!”

Ti€ng ba rén Ién chdi tai khi toi vira bat dudc chi€c nap
Motorola - qua la ky cong trong khi con phai ban tiu tit vdi
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ca hai tay hai chan (tran). To6i kep chiéc dién thoai vao gilia
cam va vai roi ném diéu thudc qua clra sd xe, thiéu chut
nira thi tring moét ga xe dap dua thu. Hadn gao toang lén
mot cau chui bay trudc khi phdong tiép.

“Vang, Miranda, t6i nghe ba rat ro.”

“Aan-dree-aa, xe téi dau roi? Chj d& dua nd vao nha do
xe chua?”

Thé rbi trong chuyén di bdo tap nay, may man ciling cé
lan mim cudi vdéi téi. Dén hiéu trudc mat chuyén sang do.
To6i lap bap ding dudc xe ma khong dam phai ngudi nao
hay cai gi, r6i hit mot hai that sau.

“Miranda, t6i dang trén xe ma, nhung toi sap vé dén nai
roi.” Téi dua ddy thém méy ciu trédn an dé qua quyét vdi ba
ta 1a cd chiéc xe mui tran Ian tdi déu lanh 18n va chi vai
phdt nira thdi 1a ching toi s& vé tdi dich yén én.

“O, dudc rdi,” ba ta tho 16 ngdt IGi t6i. “Trudc khi vé van
phong, chi phai dén Madeleine va dua né vé nha. “Cach!
Cudc thoai cham ddt. T6i ngd ra va nhin cham cham vao
dién thoai moét ldc, nhung né khdng nha ra ti€ng dong nao
nifa. RO rang Miranda cho rang da noi xong moi chuyén can
thiét roi. Madeleine? Madeleine la cia ng nao nhi? Va né
dang & dau luc nay? N6 cé biét la t6i dén don nd khdong cd
ch(? R6i nd sé lam gi trong can ho cua Miranda? Va tai sao
lai chinh t6i phai gid dau ra hing Iay cong viéc nay, trong
khi Miranda nudi mot tay tai x&, mot ba quan gia va mot co
trong tré sudt 24 gid moi ngay?

8 New York cam goi dién thoai trong khi lai xe, vi vay to6i
ré sang lan danh cho xe buyt, tat vao [é duGng r6i bat den
nhdy canh bao - ldc nay thi chuyén ma t6i ngan nhat la
dung d0 vdi canh sat New York. Hit vao, thd ra, toi tu nhu.
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Tham chi t6i con nhd kéo phanh tay sau khi bo chan
khoi ban dap phanh. TU dGi ndo ddi nao rbi tdéi khong lai xe
c6 sO tay bao gig, ndi chinh xac la t& nam nam nay ro6i. HOi
¢ trudng trung hoc t6i dudc mot cau ban day cho may gid
song khong nhd gi may. Tat ca nhitng chuyén dé khong y
nghia gi vGi Miranda ca, lai cang chdng dang dé héi lai Ilc
ba ta goi t6i t&i van phong cach day mot ti€ng rudi.

“Aan-dree-aa, chj di 18y 6t6 cho t6i, dadnh vé nha do6 xe.
Ngay bay gid ching tbi can xe dé dé€n Hampston.” Toi diing
nhu trdi trong trudc cdi ban lam viéc to I6n cua ba ta,
nhung Iic dé ba ta cé nhin tdi nifa dau. it nhat I3 toi tudng
thé&, cho t&i khi ba tha cho toi di v8i mot cau két: “Thé thoi,
Andrea, lam di,” ba ndéi thém ma khéng ngédng nhin t6i.

Tat nhién roi, Miranda, téi nghi vay khi rg&i van phong.
Chua di qua han khung clra tdi d& dan ra nghi xem ba ta cé
y dinh gi khi trao cho t6i nhiém vu ki bi nhat dinh day
nhitng cam bay nay. DU thé& nao chdng nira thi trudc tién toi
cling phai tim ra dia di€m chiéc xe ma t6i phai di I8y vé da.
Co Ié nd & trong xudng bao dudng theo hgp dong, nhung
cling hoan toan cdé thé ndé dang dugc slra chita & dau do
trong s6 hang triéu xudng sira chira 6t6 theo dich vu tron
goi dat chong mat nao do trén dai 16 Park Avenue. Di nhién
khong ngoai tru trudng hdp ba ta dm chi mot chiéc xe mdi
toanh vira mua ma t6i phai dén Idy vé ¢ mot nha xe (ma toi
chua biét). Du sao chang ni{ra, d6i vgi t6i nhiém vu nay
trudc tién dong nghia véi moét md cong viéc.

Vay thi xan tay do 1én nao. Dau tién toi th{ hdi cd trong
tré cta nha Miranda, nhung chi dudc ndi véi hop thoai nhan
tin di dong. Tim ba quan gia thi may man hon. Ba ta khong
chi dang ¢ nha ma con giup cho t6i dugc may thong tin. Ba
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cho t6i biét la may man thay dé khoéng phai la moét chiéc 6t6
md&i dap hép, ma la mdt chiéc thé thao mui trdn mau xanh
14 cdy dam, binh thudng thi Miranda van hay d& & nha xe
cua minh.

Tuy nhién ba quan gia khdong ranh mac xe, cling chang
hi€t hién giG nd & dau. Tiép do toi goi dién cho cb trg ly cua
chong Miranda. CO cho t6i hay rang theo c6 thi vg chong
Miranda con di mot chiéc Lincoln Navigator hang cao cap
mau den va mot chiéc Porsche nhd mau xanh nira. Qua
hay! D&u vét dau tién cd trién vong. Thém mét cudc goi dén
xudng Porsche & dai 16 s6 11, va vu diéu tra da dugc hoan
tat. O do6 ho vira tut xong m&y mang sdn nho nhd trén chiéc
Porsche Carrera 4 mui trdn mau xanh cua ba Miranda
Priestly va I&p & ddi dia CD mdéi. Trang roi!

TOi goi mot chiéc 6 t6 dua toi tdi nha xe, trao cho ho
mot td thu Uy nhiém cdé chir ky cua Mirada do chinh tay toi
gia mao. Giay nay cho phép tdi c6 quyén lay chi€c Porsche
ra. Dudng nhu chang ai quan tam dén viéc tdi khéng cé ho
hang gi v8i Miranda, cling nhu chuyén mot ngudi la hoac
ti€n vao va diém nhién |8y ra mot chiéc 6 t6 dat tién khong
phai cta minh. Ho ném cho t6i chum chia khda va chi cudi
khi t6i nhd danh xe ra khoi xudng, vi té6i khong chac cd tim
dudc s6 lui hay khéng. Sau n(ra ti€éng dai dang dac, t6i danh
xe qua dudc hdn 10 ddy nha, song van chua biét cach quay
dau xe dé di theo hudng dan dén nha riéng cua Miranda ma
ba quan gia dd miéu ta ré cho tdi. Cé 18 khdng thé nao yén
6n di dén d4 ma khéng gay tai hoa nghiém trong nao cho
chinh t6i hay cho chiéc Porsche ca, cho mot nguGi di bd
hoac mot chiéc xe khac. Va cudc goi cua Miranda ciing
chdng gop phan lam 6n dinh than kinh cua toi.
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Lai goi di ddng mot [an nlra, song lan nay cb trong tré
cla Miranda nhac may ngay tu hoi chuéng dau tién.

“Chao Cara, toi day.”

“Al6 cé chuyén gi vay, chi dang & ngoai dudng ha, 6n
qua di mat.”

“Chinh xac. T6i phai di lay chiéc Porsche cua Miranda tu
xudng vé. Nhung toi khong thao di xe cd s6 tay, ma ba ay
vlfa goi bao to6i dén Madelaine dua vé nha. Con bé
Madelaine khon khiép ay la ai vay va né dang & x6 nao?”

Cara cudi sang sac, nhu hoa ro trudc khi ndi dudc tiép.
“Madelaine la con meo gidbng Ba Tu cua ba ay, né dang &
chd bac si thd y. H6m nay nd bi hoan. L& ra t6i phai di doén
nd, nhung Miranda vua goi dién bao tdi don 2 dlra sinh doi
tlr trudng vé dé ca nha di Hamston.”

“Chi dua hay sao. Toi di don mot con méo chét tiéc bang
chiéc xe nay sao? Ma khdng dudc ddm phai ai? Quén khéan
truong.”

“N6 dang & bénh vién thi y East Side. Xin 16i Andrea
nhé, t6i phai Ién dudng d6n 2 c6 bé ngay, néu can gi cU
dién thoai cho t6i nhé, ok?”

Pua dudc cuc sat khon khi€p mau xanh dén dudng so6
52 thi da lac hét cd 3 hon 7 via. Bang ldc téi nghi rang
khéng cé gi tbi té hon cd thé xay ra dugc nifa thi mot chiéc
taxi phanh kit lai cach dudi xe t6i vira dung 2 phan. Mot vét
xudc trén xe nhat dinh lam t6i mat viéc, n€u khéng ndi la
méat mang - d6 la chuyén hién nhién. Gilta ban ngay ban
mat thi cé ndm md cling khdng ra mot chd dd xe hay tham
chi mot vét trong trong doan cam dung. Vi vay t6i goi dién
cho bénh vién thu y va dé nghi ho dua Madelaine ra xe cho
t6i. M8y phut sau mot phu nit dé thudng xuat hién vdi cai
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I6ng con meéo (vua van luc do thi Miranda goi dién hoi tai
sao tdi van chua vé van phong) qua chdn song tdi nhin thay
mot déng 16ng xUu trang trang. Ba ta dan toi 1ai xe rat, rat
can thén, vi con méo dang bi dau. T4t nhién rdi, thua b3,
toi sé& di rat, rat cAn than, cot chi dé gilt chd 1am cda minh,
va cb thé ca tinh mang cdia minh nita ch, néu diéu do co
Igi cho con meo thi cang tot thoi.

Sau khi dat con meo 1én ghé phu lai va cham xong moét
di€u thulc, trudc hét la tdi nan bdp ddi chan lanh ngat cho
d&m 1én dé cé cam giac khi dap Ién ban dap cdn va phanh.
Pap cbn, nhén ga, vao s6, nha cbn, téi I&m badm nhu doc
kinh va c6 IG con meo Madelaine cat tiéng meo meo toi
nghiép moi khi tdi ting tdc. Néu khdng kéu todng Ién thi né
rén ri hay rit 1én nhitng d&m thanh khé hi€u va mdi luc lai
cang hung hang han. Toi thd xoa diu nhung ndé nhéan ra la
toi that su khoéng cé y dinh d6, va lai té6i khong cd tay nao
ranh dé vudt ve hay vd vé né ca. Thi ra dé 1am viéc nay toi
d& tiéu phi 4 ndm trdi cia ddi minh d&€ phén tich hay trinh
bay ti€u thuyét, tdc phdm san kh&u, truyén ngén va tho -
c6t chi d€ an Gi vO v& mdt con méo nho trdng dugc nudng
chiéu qua muec, trong khi c6 gang khong dam nat chiéc xe
rat, rat dat tién. Cudc ddi van dep sao. That dling nhu toi
hang mao udc!

ROi thi toi cling qudng dugc chiéc xe vao nha do va con
meéo cho tay gac cong cla Miranda ma khdéng géy ra su cd
nao, song tay toi van run khi leo 1&én chiéc xe tr ndy van
badm dudi téi di doc ngang thanh phS. Ong tai x& nhin toi
day thong cam va ndi la xe sb6 tay qua la khdong dan gian,
nhung téi khéng con bung da nao ma bat chuyén.
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“Bay gid quay vé toa nha Elias Clark,” toi thd daim trong
khi tai x€ danh xe vong quanh khu nha va di vé phia Nam,
hudng Park Avenue. Quang dudng nay toi di qua hdang ngay,
déi khi 2 1an, do vay tdi biét minh con chinh xac 8 phut dé
hit vai hoi that sau, tran tinh suy nghi xem lam cach nao
tdy dudc nhitng gi man tan thudc 1& va mo6 hdi da bién
thanh hinh trang tri vinh cltu trén chiéc quan da 16n hiéu
Gucci. Con d6i giay thi rd rang la di tong roi, clu tinh duy
nhét cé 18 chi la ddi thg giay cha Runway lubn tlc truc dé
gidi quyét nhirng su c6 tuong tu.

Nao ngd lan nay xe chi mat 6 phut ruGi la téi nai va toi
khong con su Iuva chon ndo khac Ia tap ténh chdm phay nhu
mo&t con hudu cao cd bi sai chdn v3i mdt chiéc giay cao got
va mot chiéc mat gét. bao qua khu quan ao, tb6i thd ludn
mot dobi bot Jimmy Choo mau hat dé cao dén dau gdi, cuc
ky ding ca vd@i chiéc vay da 16n mau nau ma téi vdi dudc
khi chay ngang gia treo. Chi€c quan da bay Ién chéng quan
4o dua 1én bd phan T4y dd cao cdp (ma toi biét 1a gid giat
khé mdi chiéc tr 75$ trd 1&n). GiS thi nhanh nhanh tdi
phong trang diém, mdt chuyén vién nhin thdy 18p phdn lem
nhem cla tdi va 1dp tic md ngay hdp d6 nghé dé khac
phuc.

Pbudc day, toi nghi bung khi nhin vao moét trong nhirng
tdm guong cao dén dau ngudi dung khap noi. Chac chang ai
doan dugc rang chi trudc day may phuat téi con dang phi
nhu mot tén giét ngudi hang loat va rot cudc sé tu sat. bay
tu tin, té6i budc vao phong trg ly nam trudc phong cua
Miranda, vui mirng dugc tdn hudng vai phat ranh roi trudc
khi ba ta di an trua vé.
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"Andrea," ba ta goi tU can phong bay bién rat sd sai va
lanh 180 clia minh, "Otdé va con méo & dau roi?"

Toi vung day khdi ghé va lao nhu tén sang phong ba,
v@i tdc d6 ma doéi gét giay 12 phan cho phép toi chay trén
I8p thdm day. "Toi da trao xe cho bao vé 3 nha do6 xe, thua
ba, con con méo thi dua cho gac cong roi a," tdi dap day tu
hao d3 hoan thanh ca 2 s& ménh ma khong dua chiéc xe,
con mMeo va ngay ca téi sang thé gidi bén kia.

"Dau Oc chi d& dau vay nhi?" Ba ta hoi va lan dau tién tu
khi t6i budc vao ngudc mat khoi t6 Thoi trang phu nit hang
ngay dang doc. "RO rang t6i da bao chi dua ca 2 tdi van
phong. Hai dira bé sé dén day bat cU lic nao, va chldng toi
di luon."

"Vay sao, toi tudng la ba bao toi..."

"PU roi, toi it quan tam dén cac chi tiét trong su yéu
kém cua chi. Chi di lay xe va dua con meo vé day. 15 phut
nira tdi dinh xudt phat. Hiéu chua?"

15 phat nira. Ba ta nam mao hay sao nhi? Toi can mot,
hai phat dé di thang may xudng tdng dudi va goi xe, sdu
dén tam phut mdi di téi nha ba, sau dé can khoang 3 tiéng
dé tim con méo trong can hd 18 phong cua ba ta, danh
chiéc xe chét tiét khdi nha d6 roi di 20 ddy nha mdi vé dén
van phong.

"Tat nhién rbi, Miranda, 15 phut nira."

Ra d&n phong ngoai, t6i bat dau run ban. T6i tu hoi, liéu
tim t6i cd ngirng dép ngay bay gid & cai tudi 23 dep dé hay
khong? D&n ndi diéu thudc ma tdi chdm voi tudt ngay khdi
tay, rdi dang chiéc giay Jimmy, va trudc khi lan xuéng nén
dat, né d& du htdi gian kip dot mot 16 thang tron trén 18p
da. Tuyét, téi rén |én, tuyét dén thé la cung. Trong vong
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mot ngay ma téi dd phd chd quan o tri gid 4.000$, qua 13
ky luc cd nhdn mdi, khi mi quay vé, cé thé ba ta da nghéo
roi chang, toéi nghi bung va ha quyét tam phai nhin dgi mét
cach lac quan. C6 thé thdi, cé thé ba ta chét vi mbt chirng
bénh ki bi hi€m hoi nao d6, dé sé la su gidi thoat cho tat ca
chling t6i. TGi rit hoi cudi cung tr di€u th& 2, trudc khi di tat
trén via hé va tu nhac minh hdy gilt dung muc. Mi khéng
muén ba ta chét, tdi nghi vay trong khi dudi ngudi trén ghé
sau. Vi néu Miranda chét roi thi mi s€ hét moi hy vong dugc
tu tay ha sat ba ta, va thé thi tiéc oi la tiéc.
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Alex va toi dirng trudc ngudng clra clla mot phan ddi sap
mdJ ra, va ban bac xem ca hai sé cung ti€n vao ra sao. Mac
du vay chung téi cling khéng vo6i vé nha lam gi. Linh tinh
mach bao chung téi dang dudc s6ng nhirng ngay thanh than
cudi cung trudc khi budc chan vao vong dién dao cua thuc
té&, va vay la chdng tdi gia han thj thuc & Delhi dé ngao du
thém vai tuan trén dat nudc An Do ki bi.

Nhung, dobi v@i cudc chai lang man thi khéng cé két cuc
nao tham hai hdn mot tran kiét li amip.T6i nam bep mot
tudn lién trong mot nha thudng An DO nhd nhudc va cau
kh&n Alex chd bo tdi chét & cdi noi dia nguc nay. B&n hdm
sau chung toi bay vé tdi Newark. Me t6i sau muon dat con
gai ngodi trén ghé sau cua 6 té va phéng thdng vé nha. Xét
vé mat nao do6 thi udc mudn cua nhirng ba me Do Thai nhu
me tdi da thanh hién thuc: me cé cG dé 16i toi di hét phong
kham nay dén phong kham khac, cho dén khi tin tudng
tuyét doi rang |G ki sinh trung khén nan da bi téng khdi co
thé con bé yéu clia minh. Phai dén bén tuan sau tdi méi cd
lai cdm giac thoat khdi ban tay than chét, va thém hai tuan
nifa thi tdi I& m& nhén ra rang khdng thé séng & nha dudc.
B6 me that tuyét vai nhung lién tuc bi hoi di dau khi ra vao
clra-hodc d& & dau khi vé dén nha- thi dé phat dién 13m. Tai
goi dién cho c6 ban Lily va hoi c6 8y cé thé cho tdi tam tru
trén cai di vang trong can ho mini ¢ Harlem khong. Co ay
dong y, that qua tu té.
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M6 hdi nhu tam, t6i thic day trong can hé mini &
Harlem. Pau 6c nhi’c nhu bua bd, da day sbi cdn cao, thén
kinh cang nhu day dan. Chét r6i - bénh lai tai pha t- toi that
kinh. LG ki sinh trung da tim dudc dudng quay lai, va toi sé
khdng gili ndi ching cho dén khi cufi ddi. Biét dau lai co
nhitng di chi'ng gi kinh khdng hon? Cé thé téi méc mot
chi’ng bénh st xudt huyét hiém va co thé tién trién chdm?
S8t rét? Hay thdm chi vi khudn Ebola? Tdi nam clng dg,
dang chuén bj tinh than dén nhén cai chét sap téi thi nhirng
hinh anh dém qua chgt hién ra. M6t quan bar dac khoi
thu6c dau do & East Village. Nhitng am thanh quy quai cé
tén la Jazz Fusion Music. Mot thr d6 u6ng mau hoéng chde
trong ly chuyén rét Martini-khi€p, tdm qua. Ban bé ghé qua
chao mung tb6i quay vé c6 huong. MOt IGi chdc, mbét ngum
rugu, lai moét IGi chuc ti€p theo. On chua, thi ra khong phai
mot dang s6t xuat huyét hi€m hoi, ma chi [a moét con vang
dau sau cudc phé. Toi khdng ngd rang vdéi mudi can thit sat
sau tran ki€t li thi tdu lugng giam di trong thay. Vé&i 52 kg
va chiéu cao 1,75 mét thi Ié ra khong nén tham gia moét
dém dap pha nhu vay (tuy vay sau nay nghi lai thi té ra
nhirng s6 can do ay qua hdp li khi lam cho moét tap chi thdi
trang.)

Toi diing cdm dudi t&r chi & &m trén chiéc di vang trén dé
toi da co quap ngu tir mot tuan nay, tap trung tuan bo tinh
than nén con budn noén truc trao 1én. Khéng kho khan lam
dé lam quen trd lai d&t My vGi nhitng d6 an, cach hanh xu,
vOi hoa sen tdm d3& lau ddi. Duy chi cé viéc an nhd & dau
nay thi hoi kho tiéu. Néu s6ng tan tién va vét n6t may dong
tién Thai va An D0 con sét lai thi khodng mot chuc hdm nira
thi 13 toi nhan tui, va cdch duy nhat dé xin dudc tién phu

https://thuviensach.vn



huynh la quay tré vé cai vong luan quan vo tén vdi nhirng
|6i ca than. Chi nghi dén ddy la tdi lao ngay ra khdi 6, va céi
ngay dinh ménh cua thang Mudi mot ay vdéi viéc khdong day
mot tiéng nira la phai c6 mat trong cudc phéng van dau tién
trong ddi. Ca tudn vira qua, khi ngudi ngom con ué oai, dat
deo, to6i uUon xac trén cai di vang nha Lily cho dé€n khi cb ta
phai tdng toi ra khoi nha, it nhat mdi ngay vai tiéng ddng
ho. Khong biét phai lam gi cho hét thi gig, t6i mua mot vé
tau dién ngam, lang dang di ca mot ngay ngang doc thanh
ph6 va ndp h6 sd xin viéc & tda soan cua tat ca cac tap chi
I3n: s yéu li lich va mdt tdm l1a don khd cdu tha trinh bay
rang toéi mudén lam trg ly bién tap va nhat nhanh vai kinh
nghiém dau ddi trong nghé viét lach. T6i con qua mét moi
va 6m yéu dé quan tdm xem c6 ai doc may thr dé khoéng,
huéng ho la hy vong sé dudc goi dén phdng van. Song hom
qua dién thoai cua Lily réo chubdng, va ki diéu thay, mot
ngudi ¢ phong nhan su Elias Clark mubn goi toi tdi “han
huyén”. Toi khong chac dé cd la mot cudc phdng can that su
hay khong, nhung trong trang thai cua t6i tu “han huyén”
nghe sudng tai hon.

Toi chiéu mot vai vién thubc dau dau véi mot cOc Pepto
va bdi trong déng quan 4o dé€ tim ra mot chiéc do khoac va
quan, trong khéng han hdp nhau lIdm mot céch li tudng
nhung it nhat cling quan quanh dudc b6 xudng com nhom
cua t6i.Mot chi€c ao s mi mau lam cai khuy, téc budc dubi
ngua tréng khdng dén nodi khé coi, mot ddi gidy suc kha xd
xac, thé la du bo. Khéng ngon mat 1am, t6i bi€t, thdm chi
hoi phan cdm, nhung budc phai chdp nhan thdéi. Chdng nhé
ho dudi hay nhdn minh chi vi b6 canh bén ngoai sao, toi
nghi bung. RO roi. Toi con ngay thao 1am.
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T6i c6 mat dang mudi mot gid dé vao phong van. Va tai
mat khi trong thay mot loat nhitng than hinh manh mai
chan dai dén nach dang ding chd thang may. Ho ndi nhu
khéng d€ mo6i moc da non, dém vai ti€ng got giay cao got
kéu lach cach danh nhon trén nén nha. L{ cdng séu kia, toi
nghi bung. Qua hoan hao (thang may dén roi) Hit vao, tho
ra toi tu nhu, khéng duodc nén ra & ddy, khéng duogc nén, mi
dén déy dé chuyén tro dbéi chut vé viéc lam tro Ii bién tap,
réi quay vé ngay vdi chiéc di vang nha Lily. Mi khéng duoc
nén. Vang, tat nhién tbi thich lam viéc cho Reaction! The
buzz ciing hay day, tat nhién. Sao co ah? Téi duoc phép
chon sao? Pudc a, cho phép téi suy nghi mét hém nita dé
quyét dinh giita m8y ché 8y va Maison vous. R4t hdn hanh!

M&y gidy sau, mot bién in chit KHACH dugc dan xoc
xéch trén b6 canh cling kha xoc xéch cua tbi trudc khi toi
lao ngudi vao thang may (Khi t6i kip nhan ra rang tat ca
khach khlda déu chi dan hd hiing no trén tui, va tham chi
vUt luén vao sot rac, chi c6 hang Ig quo qué mua mdi dan
no Ién nguc - thi d3@ qua muodn.) Thang may Ién cao, cao, va
cao nifa, mét chuyén bay qua khong gian va thgi gian va vé
khéu ggi vo tan, tdi... cira phong nhan su.

T6i cho phép minh dudc thu gian moét chut trong khi
chiéc thang may nhe Iuét Ién cao. Mui nudc hoa khéu gai
tron 1an véi hudng vi da thudc tugi réi lam cho chiéc thang
may hoan toan v6 hon chgt thoang vé sexy. Chung toéi Iudt
qua cac tadng gac dirng lai dé tha ra cdc my nhén dén véi
Chic, Mantra, The Buzz va Coquette . Cloa thang may nhe
nhang mé ra, dé tAm mat phdng t&i bd phan I& tan trang
hoan mau trang. Ban ghé€ lich thiép, dudng nét don gian,
thach thdc bat ky ai ddm ngbi 1én db. Khdong thé tudng
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tugng ra ai d6 I8 tay lam vay ban 1én dém trédng! Trén tudng
bao quanh I8i di ndi bt nhitng hang chlr den quen méat viét
tén cla cac tap chi ma dda tré con nao & My ciling biét,
nhung khong ai tin la tat ca déu quan tu trong mot tdoa nha
choc trdi duy nhat nay. Nhitng tdm cira kinh md& day cop
chan moi anh mat khong mai.

Tuy réng cho dén nay chua lam cong viéc gi hon la vai
lan di ban kem s{ra chua, t6i cling nghe du chuyén tu céac
ban clung hoc ngay xua va da di lam dugc vai thdng dé biét
la thé gidi cua cbng viéc khdong nhu thé nay. Hoan toan
khong. O day tuyét déi vdng bong nhitng dén tuyp xanh lét
kinh tdm va tham trai trg Ii véi vét giay. Thay vi nhitng ba
thu ky ¢d ha ndp thu lu sau ban gidy la cac cd gai tré mugt
ma vdi gb ma cao va trang phuc ngét trdi. Hay quén khan
truong khai niém dé dung van phong! May trang bi cd ban
nhu s6 ghi gid hen, sot rac, sach va3, don gian la khéng dugc
phép c6 mat ndi day. Noi sirng s6t vé nhirng ma tran trdng
toat hoan hao cua tb6i chgt bién mat & tang sau, khi moét
giong cay doc xoay vao tai toi.

"Con khén nan 8y ch gi? T& khdng thé chiu dugc né
nira. Ai nghi chuyén 8y cd ch(? T8 noi that day - Al NGHI
RA CHUYEN AY?" M6t co6 gai trudc mat toi rit 1én. CO ta
chirng 25 tudi, véi chiéc vay da rén va bang vai clin cdn che
nguc nom nhu sap téi san nhay chi khong phai gitra thanh
thién bach nhat ¢ van phong.

"T& biét ro6i, bi€t r666i. Cau cé biét la 6 thang qua ts da
phai chiu dung nhitng gi khéng? Con khén nan. N6 con co
gu thd&m my kha tanh tudi nita ch(." C6 ban gai vira phu
hoa vUra lac quay quay mai dau cat tia rat uva mat.
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On Chua, rot cudc tbi cling 1én d€n tang dinh tim, va cua
thang may md ra khong tiéng dong. Thu vi day, téi nghi
bung. Tuy nhién, so véi m6t ngay binh thuGng cua mét nir
sinh vién binh thudng thi mdc danh gia "thd vi" cé Ié hai bi
thdp. Chodng? Khong, thé& thi hoi qud. Dé thuong, than
thién, &m ap? Khong, khéng ddng han. Mot noi dé ta dang
nd mot nu cudi thoa man va lam viéc to té€? Hoan toan sai!
Nhung, néu ai tim su nhanh nhay, manh mai, kiéu cach, tan
ti€En va sanh diéu dén ngdp thd, thi, Elisa Clark la thién
dudng.

C4c dd trang surc 16ng 18y va 18p ph&n phl hét ché cua
c6 gai Ié tan trudc phong nhan su qud 13 khdng gilp gi xoa
diu mac cam tu ti ngay cang tang Ién cua t6i. CO mdi toi
ngdi va " c tu nhién ngdm qua may &n phadm cla cong ty".
Thay vi lam viéc dé, toi dién dau |én dé c6 ghi nhé tat ca
tén cac tap chi ma cong ty xuat ban - c lam nhu ngudi ta
sé thach d6é t6i chuyén &y. Kia! toéi da biét Stephen
Alexander cua Reaction, tat nhién, va nhd dudc tén Tanner
Michel ctia The Buzz ciing dé thoi. That ra thi d6 ciling 13 hai
san phdm duy nhat ddng chd y cia nha xudt ban nay nén
toi cam thay kha virng tam.

M6t phu nlf nhd nhdn xung tén la Sharon ra don toi.
Chi la ngudi mudn dén lam viéc & tap chi nay, diung khoéng?
" Ba ta hoi trong khi dan todi diéu qua mot hang bup bé chan
dai nom giébng hét nhau vao van phong bay bién tinh gian
va lanh I€o cla minh, " VUa rdi ghé dai hoc thi qua la I1am
van dé, chi biét day. Ca tram ngudi tranh nhau xin lam moét
nhdm cdng viéc. Ma may chd 1am con tréng &y thi cling
chang dudc hudng muc luéng hau hinh 1d8m dau, chéac chi
hiéu t6i muén ndi gi."
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T6i dua mat nhin xuéng bd canh ré tién chap va clung
do6i gidy qué kéch clia minh va tu hoi tai sao lai dan xac dén
day lam gi. Khén ngoan thi ki€ém may gdéi bim bim va thudc
& du dung cho nla thang roi rdc vé cai di vang cua Lily Ia
haon. Qua ludn quén vdéi y nghia 8y, tdi khéng nhan ra ba ta
khé ndi ti€p" Tuy nhién t6i dudc phép ti€t 16 vdi chi, day la
mot dip may bat ngd. Nhung chi phai nhanh tay kéo tudt
mat."

A ha. Hé th6ng bdo dbng cla t6i tlc khac dugc khdi
dong, trong lic tdi c6 don anh mat clda ba ta. Cd hodi?
Nhanh tay? Dau o6c téi tinh nhu sdo. Ba ta dinh giup minh?
Co cam tinh v8i minh? Nhung tai sao? T6i d&@ md& miéng noi
cau nao dau co ch’ - cd gi ma ba ay cdé cam tinh v&i minh
dugc? Va chang hiéu tai sao giong ba ta chuyén sang ngot
nhu mia Ui, chang khac gi moét tay ban 6 t6 cli dang modi
khach hang?

"Chi c6 thé cho tdi biét tén chu but clla Runway dugc
khéng?" Ba hoi tdi, 1an dau tién nhin thdng vao mat toi tir
lUc toi ngbi xudng ghé.

Cham hét. Khong gi khac ngoai dau cham hét to tudng.
Trong dau tdi hoan toan tréng rong. That khdong ngd 1a téi bi
ba ta thach d6. Ca ddi téi chua hé gid to Runway ra bao gid,
that bat cong khi gap dung cau hoi nay. Ai doc Runway lam
gi cd ch&, né chdng qua chi la mét tap chi thdi trang, chac
la khdéng co lay mot bai viét tur té trong do, tri may ngudi
mau nhom nhem nhu suy dinh duBng va anh quang cdo
bdng bay. T6i Iing buing nhu ngdm hot thi. Tén tudi cac chu
bit ma lUc nay tb6i c6 nhoi nhét vao 6c nhay mua loan xa
trong dau va chép lai thanh nhitng cdp ddi khap khiéng. Toi
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tin la toi bi€t tén ba chd but - ai ma chang biét. Cé6 diéu la
ndé khdong chiu nay ra trong éc.

"A, vang, ngay lGc nay tdi khdng nhé ra. Nhung téi biét
tén ba ay qua di ch, di nhién toi bi€t, ai cha biét cai tén
dd. Chi toi ngay luc nay thi téi khong nhé ra."

Ba sam soi nhin t6i mo6t hoi, cap mat nai dan chat vao
khudén mat toéi dang tra mo6 hoi. "Miranda Priestley," ba thi
thao véi giong pha Ian sung kinh va khiép dam. "Ba &y la
Miranda Priestley."

Ca hai cung im I8ng. Dudng nhu cd mot phat dang dang
chdng t6i im lang nhin nhau. Nhung r6i Sharon rdé rang
quyét dinh 1§ di 16i 1Am trdm trong nay cla tdi. Ngay dé toi
chua biét la Sharon dang vat va ra sao dé tim ra mét chan
trg ly méi cho Miranda cling nhu khéng thé chiu ndi cdnh ca
ngay lAn dém bj sép goi dién tra hoi da co 'ng clr vién tiém
nang nao chua. Can rang tim mot ai kha di viua long
Miranda. Va néu tinh cd chi c6 mot hy vong cén con la chinh
t6i sé dd bt ganh nang doé thi c6 nhién Sharon khéng dugc
phép cau toan qua muec.

Sharon nhéch mép mim cuGi va cho biét bay gid t6i sé
di gap hai trg ly cua Miranda. Nhitng hai trg ly?

“Pung thé,” Sharon ué 0ai xac nhén. “Tat nhién Miranda
can hai trg ly. Trg ly chinh Allison vira dudc I1én chlc bién
tdp vién vé thdm my clua Runway, va trg ly tré 1a Emily sé
th& chd Allison, nghia 1a chd cd &y sé& tréng cho mot ngudi
mGai vao! Andrea, toi bi€t la chi vira rdi gh€ dai hoc nén chac
la chua thé biét tudng tén cac cong viéc cla gidi bao chi..”
ba ngung giong day kich tinh d& tim chit nao cho hagp.
“Nhung toi c6 linh cdm mudn nodi, ding hon la phai ndi cho
chi bi€t rang moét cd héi ngan vang dang md ra trudc mat
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chi. Miranda Priestley... ” ba lai dung lan n{ra day kich tinh,
tva nhu dang kinh cdn nghiéng minh truéc mat ba sép
tudng tugdng,” Miranda Priestley la nguGi dan ba cé anh
hudng I6n nhat trong cong nghiép thgi trang va thuc su la
mot trong nhirng chud but tap chi danh gia nhat thé gidi.
Toan thé gidi! Co may dudc lam viéc cho mot nhan vat nhu
thé, dugc quan sat cong tac bién tap va ti€p kién nhirng cay
bit va ngudi mau ndi tiéng , dudc ho trg nhét c’ nhat déng
cla ba hang ngay - qua la nghin nam cé mot. Chac la toi
khéi phai nhdn manh vdi chi rdng hang triéu co6 gai san
sang xin chét dé dugc lam viéc nay.

“Thé a, vang, toi mubn ndi la nghe rat tuyét .” toi
thodng ngac nhién tai sao Sharon phai do tdi lam mot cong
viéc ma hang triéu ngudi khac san sang xin chét vi nd.
Nhung bay gid tdi khdong cé thi gid d& cdn nhic . Sharon
nhac dién thoai néi mot cdu ngdn roi tién tdi ludn ra phia
thang may dé di phéng van & chd hai trg ly clia Miranda,

Ban than Sharon da ndi giobng gidbng nhu mot robot,
nhung con thua xa Emily. Sau khi xuéng dén tang 17, toi
vat v8 nlra ti€ng ngdi dgi & khu I& tan trdng toat sang trong
cla Runway cho dén lic moét c6 gai cao kéu budc ra khoi
canh cua

Kinh. C6 ta mac chiéc vay da dén nilra bap chan, mai toc
d6 bat tri budc cao 1&n thanh mot bui tré ndi nhung vo cling
quyén rii. CO cd nudc da trang xanh min mang khoéng mot
vét tan nhang va IuGng quyén an tudng nhat ma téi ti'ng
thdy. Khong hé mim cudi, cd ngb6i xuébng bén tbi, nhin toi tur
dau téi chan, nghiém nghi nhung thoang chut to mo. Hdi
hgt. Do c6 ta khong tu gidi thiéu nén t6i doan do la Emily.
Dot ngbt cd cat ti€ng gidi thich cho to6i vé cong viéc phai

n
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lam. Cai giong déu déu cua cd cho tbi biét nhiéu hon noi
dung nhitng I18i ké 1&: cb 18 cd ca bai nay dén hang chuc lan
roi , va cling chang trong dgi gi ¢ téi hon cac 'ng cir vién
khac, ndi cho cung thi chi ton thi giG vo ich vdi toi ma thdbi.

“Mét 1am, do la diéu chac chan. Ngay lam viéc kéo dai
14 tiéng, khdong phai thudng xuyén nhu thé, nhung cling
chdng hiém, ” c6 m& mdy, mat van khdéng nhin t6i. “ Va
quan trong la chi phai biét sé khéng dugc giao nhiém wvu
bién tap nao ca. La trg ly tré cho Miranda nghia 13 sdn sang
lam bat cr viéc gi ba can. TU ddt mua loai gidy viét van
dudc ua thich hay theo chan ba di shopping. It nhat thi
cling ludn c6 thay ddi. Téi dinh ndi 1a hdng ngay , hang
tuan, hang thang chi nhu cai bong cia ngudi dan ba doc
nhat v6 nhi nay. Bung thé, déc nhat v6 nhi. ” Giong cb6 nhe
nhu gid thoang; lan dau tién tU khi bat dau ndi chuyén, co
chut sic s6ng hién ra trong diéu bo cua cb.

“Nghe hay day,” to6i ndi - va cling tin nhu vay. Cac ban
cung hoc vdéi t6i nay da trai qua sau thang trong moéi trudng
cong tac thuc té&, ai cling than vdn ngdn ngdm, bat ké ho
lam & nha bang, cong ty quang cdo hay nha xuat ban - tat
ca déu kéu khd. O dau cling rén ri vé ngay lam viéc |é thé,
ddéng nghiép déu gid va nhitng trdo hanh ha & nai lam viéc,
song cai khG nhat 1a khdong khi budn té. So vd&i nhitng doi
hoi h6éi con & trudng thi cong viéc dudc giao hom nay that
ngu xuan, vd dung va dang dem day con khi lam thi han.
Ho ngdi hang tiéng dong hd d& nhép théng sd vao kho dir
liéu, goi dién chao hang t&i nhitrng ngudi ghét bi quay ray,
lap danh muc cac dit liéu v6 dung trén man hinh computer
hoac diéu tra nghién cdu hang thang trGi nhirng dé tai
chdng ai can dé r6t cudc ching td cho sép biét Ia minh co
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lam viéc. Ai trong bon ho cling cé cam giac la trong cé may
thang tU khi t6t nghiép dén gid ho chi ngu thém di va chang
thay tia sdng nao cudi dudng ham. Ban than tbi cling khbéng
man ma chuyén thdi trang, nhung tha subt ngay lam cai gi
dd vui vé con hdn 6m lay mot cong viéc té nhat.

“Vang, viéc thu vi day. Rat thu vi. T6i noi that day. Rat
han hanh dudc lam quen vd&i chi. Bay gid toi di goi Allison
cho chi gap. Ba ay rat hay.” Chua ndi dat cau, c6 ta da bién
mat sau cura kinh cung chiéc vay da sbt soat va nhirng lon
téc phat phdi, va moét than hinh thon tha khac xuat hién.

Phai ndi rang Allison, cuu trg ly chinh clia Miranda vua
lén chirc, 18 mot cd6 gai da mau cuc ky &n tugng. Toi van
nhd la c6 ta qua gay, va ngac nhién vé phan bung cua cb
hép vao va xuong héng tréi han ra. Nhung con ngac nhién
hon la dugc mac hd bung & ngi lam viéc. C6 mac mot cai
quan da mau den bd chat, do trén mau trang xu bong (hay
16ng?) bd cdng nguc dé hd dé€n nam phén trén rén. Mai toc
dai, den nhu muc, phu xubng lung nhu mot tdm mén day
l6ng 1dnh. Mdng tay va mong chéan san trang va nhu phat
sang tu bén trong, doi xang dan cao got hd ngén ndéi thém
bay phan vao than hinh 1.80 mét cua cb6. Ngudi c6 dong
thdi tron 1an nét khéu ggi khé ta, su 15a 16 e &p va quy phai.
Song toi chi thay lanh I€o, theo dung nghia den, cha gi thi
cling da cudi thang MucGi mot.

“Xin chao, t6i la Allison. Nhung chac chi biét r6i,” c6 md
dau va nhdén ra may sgi vai cua chiéc do cilin cn vuadng trén
bdp dui teo tép. “T6i vira dudc nang |én chic bién tap, va
doé la nét thuc su tuyét vai trong khi lam viéc cho Miranda.
Thé ddy, ngay thi dai va cdng viéc thi cdang thang, nhung
cuc ky thd vi va hang triéu co6 gdi san sang xin chét vi né
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day. Miranda la mot phu nit, chu but va con nguoi tuyét vdai,
ba luén thuc su cham chut nhirng c6 gai lam viéc cho minh.
Hay lam viéc cho Miranda moét nam, chi sé tiét kiém hang
nam trgi vat va bon chen & nhitng ngi khac. Néu cd nang
khi€u, chi sé dugc Miranda dua ngay |én dinh cao, va...” CU
thé, c6 ti€p tuc huyén thuyén va chang theém bén tdm léng
vao I3i ndi cia minh mét chdt gi tuong tu nhu niém phan
khich gid tao. Trong mat tdi thi c6 ta khdéng han la ngu,
nhung dnh mat cla c6 hoi cd quing suong d& dan cla
nhitng tin d6 theo mot ta gido nao dé hay nhitng ké bj tay
nao. TO6i tin la néu toi ngu quay ra dd, lay ngdn tay ngoay
mdi hay dirng day di mat thi cb ta cling chang nhan ra.

ROi cubc tro chuyén ay cling xong; ldc Allison di ki€m
ngudi ti€p tuc phong van thi téi gan nhu 1a di vi mét moi
trén cdi ghé dém & phong 1& tdn kém than thién. Moi th(
dién ra nhanh qua, tudt mat khoi tAm kiém tra, lam toi
quay cubng dau oc. Toi khong biét Miranda Priestly la ai thi
cé sao dau? Co vé nhu tat cd déu chiu an tugng rat sau
dam vé ba ta thi phai. Di nhién, day chi la mo6t tap chi thdi
trang ch( khong phai th gi d6 ghé gém, nhung lam viéc &
Runway rd rang con thd vi gadp bdi so v8i may td bao
thudng mai kinh tdm nao khac, dung khong nao? Sau nay,
né€u toi tdi xin viéc &8 The New Yorker thi cai tén Runway
trong ly lich cong tac sé gay nhiéu tin nhiém hon la moét nai
lam viéc v& van nao dé, vi du nhu t8 Co khi thudng thic
chdng han. Va lai; chdng phai hang triéu cé gdi san sang
xin chét dé dugc lam viéc nay hay sao?

Sau khi tdi van va véi nhitng suy tudng dai loai nhu thé
mat thém nla gid nira, lai thém mot co6 gadi cao kéu va 6m
nhom khéac tién vao phong 1& tAn. C6 xung t&n minh, nhung
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td6i chang d€ y ma chi tap trung dan méat vao ngudi cb ta.
CO6 mac mot chiéc vay bo chat nich, rach tci ta, ao sd@ mi
trang trong sudt va xang dan quai nhd ti mau bac. C6 cb
nudc da rdm nang tuyét dep, mong tay nudt na, va khoe
nhiéu da thit theo cdi 16i khéng mot ai dau 6c binh thudng
dam lam khi ngoai trdi co tuyét ragi. Khi c6 ra hiéu cho toi
ding day va theo co6 di qua cuira kinh, t6i mdi thuc su' y thic
dudc bd6 dang cua minh trong may moén d6 qué kéch phat
khi€p va mai téc eo uot. Khong cé lay mot mon d6 trang
stc hay son phan cho tur t&. Cho tdi tan bay gid toi van rung
minh nhg lai hdm dy d& an mac ra sao, lai con cap theo mét
thir gi tira tua nhu cdi cdp dung tai liéu nifa chd. Toi van do
mat phung phing khi nhé lai canh minh da@ ngd ngac ding
gitta nhitng ngudi mau hao nhodng va kiéu cach nhéat
NewYork City. Mai vé sau, khi d@ mon men san lai gan dudc
dang cap cua bon ho thi tdi mdi biét rdng ho khodi trad binh
pham tdi ra sao giifa cac vong phong van.

Sau khi do xét toi tu chan Ién dau, c6 nang dep da man
no dan t6i tsi gdp ba Cheryl Kenston, téng bién tap cla
Runway va la mot ngusi dong bong dé mén. Cudc noi
chuyén véi ba cé vé nhu cling Ié thé khdng ddt, nhung lan
nay t6i chl y 1ang nghe. Ly do la ba ta c6 vé yéu cbng viéc
clia minh thuc su. Ba say sua ndi vé chuyén chu nghia cua
tap chi, vé cac bai bao tuyét vGi ma ba dudc doc , cac cay
but do ba quan ly va cac bién tap vién dudi quyén ba.

“Toi tuyét déi khéng dinh gi dén mang thdi trang cua tap
chi,” ba tu hao tuyén bg, “chi mubn bi€t gi thi tét nhat nén
di hoi ngudi khac.”

Khi toi tha thuc la that ra toi thich lam nhitng viéc nhu &
chd ba, vi téi khdng hé thich thu gi va cling chdng cé nhing
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kién thdc nén vé chuyén thdi trang, nu cudi cua ba nd dén
tan mang tai. “Thé ha Andrea, vay thi chi dung la ngudi
ching t6i can tim cling nén. Toi nghi la da dén ldc chi lam
quen Miranda r6i day. Va néu tbi dudc phép cho chi mot I0i
khuyén: hdy nhin thang vao mat ba ta, va dirng ngai ndi tét
vé chinh minh. Ba ay ua nhirng ngudi nhu thé.”

CU nhu da hen trudc, c6 nang dep da man lugn vao dua
toi dén van phong cua Miranda. Doan dudng tU sau cach
clra kinh m& cla tong bién tédp qua phong cac tro ly di chua
hét nlra phut, song téi cam thdy moi cap mat déu don vao
minh. M6t my nuong d’ng canh may photocopy quay han
ngudi lai d€ do xét téi, cling nhu mét anh chang dién trai
nhung 10 rd vé dong tinh, va anh ta cling chi cham chu quan
sat cdch &n mac cua tbi. T6i dén trudc 6 clra dan téi tién
sanh danh cho céac trg ly cia Miranda, vira toan budc vao thi
Emily giat phat chi€c tui xach cda tdi va quang xudéng gam
ban cla cb. Tdi sitng lai moét tich tdc dé hi€u ra thong diép
Om thd nady vao thi tha nghi & nha cho khde. RGt cudc thi
toi cling vao dén phong Miranda: thoang dang, rong rai, cua
s6 chodn hét tudng d€ anh sdng tran vao. Ngoai ra, toi
khong nhd lai dugc chi tiét nao trong can phong gay an
tugng cho téi hdm &y, vi tdi khéng thé rdi mat khoi ba.

Do chua nhin thdy Miranda Priestly trén bat c( tranh
anh nao nén toi ngac nhién khi thdy ba manh khanh nhu
vay. Ba chia tay ra, nhirng ngén tay that ni tinh, mém mai,
dai va thanh nha nhu moét nghé si duéng cam. Ba phai nglra
dau I1én mdi nhin thdng dugc vao mat tdi, nhung ba khdng
ding day khi chao. Mai téc nhudm vang tuyét hao cua ba
chai thanh mét bui trang nh3 sau gay, 16ng vira van dé tao
vé thodi mai, nhung cling du chat dé khdéng tudt sgi nao ra.
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Va ngay ca khi khdng mim cugi thi ba van khdng lam cho
ngudi ta phai e sg. Tham chi con cé vé diu dang va yéu 6t
dang sau chi€c ban to tudng mau den. Tdi chdng ngai
chuyén ba khéng mdi ng6i ma diém nhién tu 16i lai cho
minh mot trong may chiéc ghé cing mau den danh cho
khach. GiS thi ba ta chdm chu quan sat nhitng nd lua cla
toi cO to vé tu tin va bat thiép véi anh mat dugm vé thich
thd. C6 thé ba 1a ngudi cao ngao va khé gén, dudc théi,
nhung t6i khong nghi rdang ba thudc loai xdu xa va nhd
nhen. Ba Ién tiéng trudc.

"Vi sao chi tim dén Runway, Aan-dree-aa?” Ba hdi vdi
ngr diéu tiéng Anh cua gidi quy phai, mit van khéng rdi
khoi toi.

“Tdi xin dugc phéng van & chd ba Sharon, va dugc biét
13 ba cAn mot trg Iy riéng.” Toi bat dau, giong van hdi run.
Thay ba gat dau, toi tu tin thém mot chuat. “Va sau khi ndi
chuyén vaGi Emily, Allison va Cheryl, tdi nghi rang t6i biét ro
la ba can tim nhan vién nhu thé nao, va toi tin minh rat
thich hgp céng viéc do,” tdi nédi, trong dau van nhdé nhitng gi
Cheryl d&n. Ba ta thodng vé I&ng tai, nhung van lanh nhat.

Va do la lic ma téi mudn giat 1dy cong viéc nay bang
dudc, gibng nhu khi nguGi ta cau mong c6 dugc thd gi qua
xa v@i. N6 khong gidong nhu xin vao truéng luat hay cé mot
bai viét dugc in trong tap chi cua trudng, ma trong trang
thai cdn rang tan tdi cla to6i do la moét thir thach thuc su,
khi€n to6i thanh mot ké tri tra liéu mang - du khong xuat
sac lam. T« phut dau budc chan vao day toi da rd rang
minh khéng thudc dang hgdp ca v8i Runway, toi biét quan ao
tdc tai clia tdi khdng ding mét, nhung té nhét Ia quan diém
cla toi dbi v8i nghé nay. Toi khdng biét gi vé thdi trang, ma
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cling chdng thém biét lam gi. Can gi cd ch. Nhung chinh vi
thé ma toi phai c6 chd 1am nay bdng dudc. Va lai, chdng
phai hang triéu c6 gdi san sang xin chét vi né hay sao?

T6i tra IGi ti€p nhitng cau hoi cua Miranda vé ca nhan
minh v3i mot vé cd quyét va tu tin d&n nodi chinh toi cling
phai ngac nhién. Khdng c6 ca thi gid dé€ e sg nira. Thém vao
dé, ba ta cling co vé rat dé chiu va cho té8i llc dd tdi chdng
bi€t gi khéng hay vé ba. Cubc tro chuyén chi hai chung lai
khi ba hoi t6i biét ngoai nglr nao. Khi biét téi noi tiéng Do
Thai c6, ba ngling 18i, xd0e tay chéng 1én mat ban va lanh
lung hoi: “Tiéng Do Thai a? Tb6i lai hy vong chi biét tiéng
Phap, hodc t8i thi€u mdt thd ti€éng nao dd hitu dung han.”
Suyt nifa thi toi xin 16i, nhung kim lai dugc.

“Ti€c la toi khdong ndi dugc lay mot cau ti€éng Phap,
nhung téi nghi rang d6 khéng phai la van dé 16n.”

Miranda chap hai tay lai.

“Trong ho sad thay chi da hoc & dai hoc Brown?”

“Vang, nganh ti€éng Anh, t6i di sGu mon sang tac. Viét
van ludn 13 ndi dam mé cla t6i.” Sén qua! Tdi thAm ming
minh. Minh cé nhét thiét phai dung tu "dam mé” khéng?

“Ra thé&, chi mé viét lach dé&n ndi khong quan tam gi dén
thdi trang hay sao?” Ba uéng mot ngum nudc sudi réi nhe
nhang dat cai ly xuéng. RO rang ba ta thudbc loai phu n{r biét
uéng ma khong lam dinh mot vét son ghé tédm trén miéng
ly. Va béat c thdi diém nao, ngay cling nhu dém, ludn cb
cap moi danh son hoan hao.

"0 khong, khong phai! Téi nghién thsi trang 1a dang
khac,” t6i noi doi lem Iém. “Toi dang c6 gang hoc hoi thém
vé thdi trang, va tin la mot ngay dep trdi dudc viét vé dé tai
nay thi tuyét qua.” Cé trgi mdi biét tai sao t6i lai tubn ra
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may Ioi nhu thé. C& nhu toi la moét ngudi khac didng bén
canh va nghe minh lai nhai.

Cau chuyén cU thé nhan nhat tr6i di, cho dén khi ba ta
dat cau hoi cudi cung vé cac tap chi thgi trang ma toi
thudng doc. Téi hdng hai rudn ra phia trudc va bat dau ké :
“T6i dat mua dai han The New Yorker va Newsweek, nhung
toi thudng xuyén xem The Buzz, thinh thoang doc Time
nhung thay td day kha khé khan, con U.S.News thi bao thu
qua. Tat nhién doéi khi tdi cling ngd qua t& Chic ngd nhan,
va tu khi di du lich vé t6i doc tat ca cac tap chi du lich va...”

“Chi cé doc Runway khbéng?” Ba ngung noi, ti ngudi Ién
ban va sam soi toi ky han ldc nay.

Chuyén xay ra nhanh qua, bat ngd qua, chop dung luc
toi thi€u canh giac nhat. T6i ngd ra, khéng kip ndi déi hay
gidi thich long vong.

“Khoéng.”

Mugi giay im lang nang nhu chi. Miranda ra hiéu cho
Emily tién t6i ra khoi phong. Toi tin 1d minh dugc nhan vao
lam.
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“Nghe khong c6 vé nhu em sé& dugc nhan vao lam viéc”,
Alex khé néi. Anh nghich may lon téc cua toi trong khi toi
nga cai dau nhirc nhu bau bd 1&én 1dng anh. Sau cudc tra tén
d ndi phong van tdi phi thdng vé nha Alex & Brooklyn. Toi
khong sung sudng gi phai ngu thém mot dém trén chiéc
divdng cua Lily, va cling mudén ké ngay cho Alex nghe
nhirng gi vira xay ra. thinh thoang t6i cling nghi dén chuyén
don dén & cung Alex, song t6i khong mudén bam nhang
nhdng 18y anh. “Anh van chua hiéu tai sao em thich 1am
viéc 8y”. Nhung sau mét hdi im 1ang thi Alex thay déi y
ki€n. “Nghe chang c6 vé nhu day la cd hdi ngan nam co
mot, nhung tai sao khdng nhi. Y anh dinh néi 1a néu Allison
bat dau & vi tri trg |i cho Miranda va bay gi¢ da thanh bién
tép vién, thi con mong gi hon nita? Em dirng dé I8 th&i ca.”

Anh rdt ¢4 gang td ra vui ming vi toi. Chung to6i di vdai
nhau t&r ndm du bi Brown va téi qud ranh ti'ng &n y trong
giong anh, tirng anh mat, tirng c chi. Trudc day may tuén
anh vUa bat dau lam gido vién tai trudng ti€éu hoc sd 227 &
Bronx va da chan nan dén muc rudi dau mép khdng them
dudi. Anh sic thuc su khi thdy I tré ranh chin tudi d3 i Igm
va hu hong ra sao. Anh phan nd thdy ching ngang nhién
ndi vé cac ki€u khiéu dam, biét mudi tir I16ng dm chi can sa
va huénh hoang da an trom dugc nhirng th& gi hoac anh ho
dlra nao bi giam tai nha tu khac nghiét hon. Alex dat tén
cho bon ching la Tho td. *Chldng nd cd thé viét ca mot cudn
sach vé su khac biét gilra cac nha tu Sing Sing va Rikers,
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nhung ching khéng doc ndi mot chir ti€ng Anh.” Anh vét va
tim cach ti€p cdn ching dé cai thién tinh hinh.

TOi ludn tay xudng dudi T-shirt dé g&i lung anh. Trong
anh tan ta dén t6i nghiép, khién toi h6i han da lam anh ban
tdm vi nhirng chi tiét cia budi phdng van, song tdi khong dé
mai trong long dudc. “Em biét la viéc nay khong lién quan
gi dén cobng tac bién tap, nhung vai thang nira nhat dinh em
s€ dudc phép viét mot bai.” T6i ndi “Hay anh nghi la em ban
ré moi ly tudng cua minh khi di lam cho mot tap chi thai
trang?”

Alex nam chat canh tay t6i va nam xudng bén canh.
“Em yéu, em la mot cay but cur khoéi, anh biét la 8 ddu em
cling sé la ngudi xuat sac. Khéng co gi goi la ban ré ca, hay
coi do la thdi gian hoc nghé. Em c6 ndi la lam viéc mot nam
cho Runway sé hoc dudc nhiéu hon ba nam diéu dédm & moét
nadi nao khac?”

Toi gat dau. “Emily va Allison noi thé. D6 ciling la mot
kiéu cb di cb lai. Hay lam viéc tir t€ cho Runway mdt nam,
roi Miranda sé nhac dién thoai va ki€m cho em mobt cong
viéc & ndi nao em muon.”

“Thé thi sao lai khong lam? N&6i nghiém chinh day, Andy
a. Em hay lam viéc & dé mot nam, roi sé cé viéc & The New
Yorker. Em van luén mong mudn thé ma. Cé 18 1am viéc &
Runway roi thi em sé dat muc dich nhanh han nhiéu.”

“Anh nodi dung. Rat dung.”

“Ngoai ra thi em nhét dinh phai chuyén dén New York,
anh phai cong nhan y tudng dé rat hap dan.” Anh hon toi,
mot cai hdn dai va nhe, mot ki€u hén cd 18 do hai chling toi
sang tao ra. “bung suy nghi thém nira lam gi. Chinh em da
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tu ndi chua biét cé dudc nhan viéc hay khong. Hay dgi xem
cai gi sé dén.”

Chlng toi ndu bira t6i don gian, nam quay ra ngu trong
khi xem Letterman dan trd trén tivi. T6i ndm mo thay
nhitng dra tré con chin tudi ghé rogn vira lam tinh ngoai san
truong vua néc rugu vua quat thao vdéi Alex dang yéu cua
tdi. Gilra IGc &y thi dién thoai d& chudng.

Alex nhdc may, ap 6ng nghe vao tai nhung chang thém
md mat ra hay nodi alé. Anh chuyén luén 6ng nghe cho to6i.
C6 gang lam t6i mdi du cam 1ay.

“Al6?” T6i la nhé ndi va ngdé vao dong ho. 7giG15. Ai goi
dién vao cai gid quai quy nay?

“T& day.” giong Lily cau kinh.

“Xin chao, moi viéc 6n ca chu?”

“Céu nghi moi viéc déu 6n ma té lai goi dién sao? T4
dang vang dau mudn chét day, vira xong cén ndén mua dé
ngu thi€p di thi moét ba c6 dung té day va tuagi tinh thong
bdo rang ba ta lam viéc & phong nhan su cla Elias Clark. Ba
ay tim cau day! Vao luc 7gicg15 con t6i mit! Goi lai cho ba ay
di, va bdo ba dy quang sd dién thoai nay cla td di.”

“Tha 16i cho t4, Lily, t& cho ho s6 clia cau vi t8 khdng co
dién thoai di dong. Ai ngd ba ay lai goi sém thé. Khong biét
tin lanh hay dir day?” T6i 6m dién thoai, ron rén ra khoi
phong ngu va khé tay déng cula lai.

“Lanh hay dir cling dudc. Chic cau may man. Nhdé bao
cho té két qua ra sao nhé, nhung khéng nhat thiét trong
may tiéng dong ho tdi, ok?”

“Nhat dinh r6i. Cdm dn. Va dung gian nhé.”

T6i nhin lai dong h6 va khong tin la minh cé than kinh
thép dé ban chuyén cbng véc vao lic nay. Toi dat mot &m
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nudc, pha xong ca phé va bung tach ra di vang. Bén Ilc
phai goi dién thoi. T6i khong dudc phép lua chon nira.

“A 16, tbi la Andrea Sachs”, t6i ndi chdc nich, tuy nhién
nghe giong khan duc thi chac biét la t6i vua chui trén
giudng xudng.

“Andrea, chic chi mét budi sém mai tét lanh! Hy vong la
toi khong goi qua sém” giong Sharon ngan tudi tinh nhu
anh mat trgi. “Toi chac la khong qua sém, ding khong, nhat
la khi chi sép phai khan trucng lam quen vdi viéc nay day!
TOi co tin cuc hay cho chi day. Miranda cé an tugng rat tot
vé chi va du kién chac chan sé lam viéc cung vai chi day. Co
tuyét khdéng nao? Xin chic mung chi. Chi cé cam giac gi khi
sap la trg ly mdi cia Miranda Priestly? T6i tudng tugng ra
chi dang...”

Pau 6c tdéi quay nhu chong chéng. T6i toan nhom day
khoi di vang dé di 18y thém café, hay nudc, gi cling dudc,
c6t d& dau 6c minh man trd lai, song tdi cang lin siu xuéng
dém. Ba ta vura héi toi co thich cong viéc ay khong, hay do
la mot IGi mdi chinh thdc? T6i khéng luan ra dudc gi tu IGi
ba vira ndi, ngoai mot chuyén la téi da lam Miranda Priestly
hai long.

“... phan khdi sau khi nghe tin nay. Ai lai khong phan
kh@i ch(? Gid thi ching ta hay xem tinh hinh ra sao nao.
Chi cé thé bat dau vao th(r Hai ch’? Luc d6 Miranda dang
nghi, nhung thé thi cang tién cho IGc khdi dau, dé chij tir tor
lam quen cdng viéc vai cac nir cOng tac vién khac. Oi, toan
1a cic cd gai dé thuong lam sao!” Sao cd? Lam quen Vdi
cdng viéc? Thi Hai bat dau? Cac cd gdi dé thuong? DAu 6c
réi tung cua toéi chdng hiéu gi ca. Toi loc ra ding mdét cdu
héi ma tdi hi€u rd va tra 1Gi ludn.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Nhung, téi khdng tin la th& Hai c6 thé bat dau dugc” toi
ndi khé, hy vong la da phat ra mot cau lién mach. Vua noi
hét cau thi tdi chot tinh hdn. HOm qua, lan dau tién toi di
qua 6 clra cua Elias Clark, gid thi toi bi 16i khoéi con ngu sau
dé nghe mdt ngudi bdo tin 1a ba hdm nira tdi bat dau lam
viéc. HOm nay la th&r Sau - vao luc 7gio sang tinh mo - va
ho mudn toi th& Hai bat dau lam viéc? Moi chuyén bat dau
tudt khdi vong kiém soat. Tai sao lai phai vdi vang mot cach
ki cuc nhu vay? Ba ta quan trong dé€n muc phai can téi gap
dén thé& sao? Va co ly do gi dé€ giong Sharon nhut han lai khi
nhac dén Miranda?

T Hai thi khdng thé bit dau dugc. Toi con chua cd chd
trd chan. Phan I6n d6 dac cua t6i trong khi di du lich hoi
mua hé con cit & nha bd me & Avon, ndi tdi mién cudng
chui vé sau khi t6t nghiép. M8y bd quan 4o kha di dé coi dé
mac khi di phéng van tim viéc con nam ngdn ngang trén di
vang nha Lily. T6i dd ¢ gdng don bat dia, d6 gat tan va
mua hang kilo kem H&agen-Dazs dé 18y long c6 ban gai,
nhung cling tinh toan sao cho hgp ly va thinh thoang bién di
cho khudt mat Lily bang cach cudi tuan dén an nhd & dau
cho Alex. Nghia 1a d6 dién di choi cubi tudn va son phan thi
& chd Alex & Brooklyn, laptop va quan &o linh tinh & c&n hd
mot phong cua Lily 8 Harlem, phan con lai ¢ nha b6 me &
Avon. Téi khéng c6 nha & New York va cang khéng hiéu noi
nhitrng chuyén ma ai ai cling biét la mubn td&i dai 10
Mandison thi chay Ién phoé trén, con khu thucdng mai
Broadway phai xudng phia dudi. Tdi con chang biét phd trén
la gi. Thé ma ba ta mudn t6i th(r Hai bat dau di lam?

“Toi e la th&r Hai chua di lam dudc, vi toi chua cé nha &
New York.” Toi vOi giai thich va tdm chat 6ng nghe. “Tbi can
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vai hdm dé kiém nha va mua d6 dac.”

“Cha, vay thi téi nghi la th& Tu cling kip” giong ba buc
boi.

Sau vai phut doéi co, ching t6i nhat tri ngay 17 thang
MudGi mot, thd Hai tuan sau nira. Cé nghia la t6i con hon
tdm ngay dé tim ra va trang bi d6 dac cho mét can hd & thi
truong thué nha thudc hang dién dao nhat thé gidi.

T6i dat may va tha phich ngudi xuéng di vang. Tay toi
run dén ndi tha roi dién thoai xudng dat. Mot tudn. Toi con
mot tuan nira, sau do sé bat dau cong viéc lam trg ly cho
Miranda Priestly ma t6i vira nhan. Nhung khoan da! Cé gi do
chua 6n thi phai... Téi & nhan viéc d6 dau? Sharon cé chinh
thdc mdi téi lam dau? Ba ta khong hé ndi dat khoat “Chung
tdi mdi chi” vi ba cam chac la bat c ai c6 chut tri khén
trong dau cling v6 ngay lay. Cling chua ai ndi ra chir “luang”
ca. Thi€u chut nira thi t6i cuGi pha 1én. Hay d6 la mot don
chién thuat ma hoc da qua thao? Dgi cho dbi thu ngu say
ngl say nhu chét sau mot ngay cdng thang rdi ddnh vo mat
bang mot su kién cd tinh quyét dinh ca cubc doi? Hay
Sharon cho réng chi phi hoi sifc va thgi gian dé lam mot
viéc vat vanh nhu hoéi xem ai dé coé thich lam viéc cho tap
chi Runway khoéng? Ba ta tin la nhat dinh t6i sé sung sudng
nhdy cang lén khi nhan dugc ca hoi nay. VA ba ta cé ly, hét
nhu moi ngudi trong cong ty Elias Clark luén luén cé ly. Moi
viéc xay ra qua nhanh, qua ap dao, khdong dé tbi co thi gid
thong tha suy sét nhu tinh téi moi khi van thé. Tuy nhién toi
cé cam giac do chinh la mo6t cd hdi ngon lanh, c6 ma dién
mdi bo 18 nd. Biét dau Runway la budc dai dau dau tién trén
con dudng tién t&i The New Yorker. Toi phai chb6p lay nd.
Mot dip may nhu thé sé khong trd lai.
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Bung bung nhiét huyét, téi doc n6t ngum ca phé va roi
van nudc thit ndng dé tdm qua quyt. Luc tdi pha mdt tach
café méi dem vao phong cho Alex thi anh da day.

“Em da mac quan ao xong xudi roi day a?” Anh ndéi va
lan mo tim cap kinh néu thiéu thi anh sé tré thanh ké mu
dd. “Sang nay ai goi dién day, hay anh nam mag?”

“Khéng phai mo dau” tdi ndi va chui vao chan, dé
nguyén quan bo va ao thun da mac, khong ngai téc chua
kho lam udt goi. “Lily goi dién. Ba phu trach nhan su cua
Elias Clark goi dén dé vi em cho ho s6 dién thoai cua Lily.
D6 anh chuyén gi?”

“Em dudc nhan vao lam?”

“Em dudc nhan vao roil!”

“Lai day v@i anh!” Anh ngo6i bat day va 6m t6i. “Anh rat
tu hao vi em! That la mot tin miUng, that tuyét!”

“Anh c6 thuc su cho rang dé la mot co hoi tot? Minh da
ban chuyén d6 réi, em biét, nhung ho khéng cho em thi giG
suy nghi nira. Ho chdc chan la em nhan 16i.”

“Mot ca hdi khdng ngd. Thé gidi nay con khdi thdr té hon
thdgi trang - biét dau em lai thich né cling nén.”

TOi Xiu mat.

“Okay, okay, anh khong mudbn doi hoi em qua nhiéu.
Nhung vd8i Runway trong ly lich cong tac va thu gidi thiéu
cla cai ba Miranda nay, hay tham chi thém vai bai viét nho
nho thi em sé dap toang dugc moi clira. The New Yorker sé
rong tay dén em.”

“Em mong anh ndi dung, that day.” Toi nhay khdi giuGng
va bat dau nhét quan ao vao bald. “Anh cho em mugn 6to
dugc chd? Em vé nha cang sém thi cling sé quay lai sém.
Mac du vé s6m hay vé muodn cling khéng quan trong nira, vi
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em dang chuyén nha dén New York! D6 1a tuyén bd chinh
thire.”

TU khi Alex mdi tudn hai 1an vé nha & Westchester dé
trong thang em nhd vi me anh di lam thém gid, anh dugc
me cho cai xe cli. Nhung anh khdong can xe tu gid dén thua
Ba, ltc d6 thi toi da quay lai roi. Pang nao thi téi cling da co
k€ hoach vé tham b6 me cubi tuan nay, va gid con dem
theo mot tin vui.

“Budc, khong van dé gi. Xe dau & Grand Street, gan nga
tu. Chia khoéa trén ban bép ay. Khi nao vé nhd goi dién cho
anh, nhg chua?”

“Tat nhién. Anh khdéng mudn di cung a? Sé cd do an
ngon — anh bi€t ddy, me em chi dat nhitng mén tu té nhat.”

“Nghe rat hdp dan. Anh cling muén, nhung ngay mai
anh t6 chi’c mét cudc hop mat méy gido vién tré, budi tdi
cung nhau di udng chut gi d4. C6 thé cé Igi cho khdng khi
lam viéc tap thé, anh thuc su khdng muén vdng mat.”

“Nha tu tam vi dai di, dén dau ciling phai lam dugc viéc
thién, dung khéng? May ma em rat yéu anh, khong thi em
da bo anh lau r6i.” T6i rudn Ién trao anh mo6t nu hoén chia
tay.

Toi tim thay ngay chiéc Jetta mau xanh |a cay cua anh,
chi sau hai mugi phut da tim ra dai 16 rdng ma dan 1én cao
tdc 95 vé phia Bac. HOm nay la mot ngay lanh gid cula
thang MuGi moét, trén dudng cd vai doan dong bang, nhung
mat trdi chi€u sang ruc khi€n to6i phai nheo mat lai cho dd
chdi, gid lanh trong tréo Ita vao phdi. Suét doc dudng téi ha
clra kinh xudng, nghe di nghe lai phan nhac cua phim
Almost Famous. T6i |18y mét tay vudt mai toc &m sau gay dé
khoi bay vao mat, va ha hoi vao tay cho &m dé ndm chat
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dudc banh [ai. Md&i rdi ghé dai hoc dugc sau thang ma cudc
dgi toi da Ién bé phong. M&i hom qua n{t dai gia Miranda
Priestly con la mot ngudi la d6i vdi téi, nhung chinh tay ba
d& chon téi lam trg ly. Gid thi tdi cé ly do cu thé dé roi
Connecticut va don thudng doc ma tién téi Manhattan véi tu
cach la moét ngudi trudng thanh. Bé€n doan ré vao ngdi nha
thdi tha du, téi khdng nén ndi niém vui nlra. Ma téi ’ng do
trong gudng hau vi gié dong, toc tai bay r6i tung, mat
khong ti cé ti phan son nao, phan dudgi 6ng quan bo dinh
ban IUc 18i qua tuyét nhdo nhoét & thanh ph8. Nhung trong
lUc nay toi thay minh dep va rat rao ruc trong ngudi. T6i md
toang clra va goi me. Do la lan cudi cung trong ddi toi dugc
hudng cam gidc bay bong nhu thé.

“Mét tudn? Me chi khéng thé tudng tudgng dudc con sé
lam thé& nao dé bat ddu cdng viéc trong mot tudn nira, con
gai yéu a.” me tbéi ndi trong khi lay thia quday tach tra. Ca
nha ngoi & vi tri quen thudc quanh ban bé&p. Nhu moi khi,
me toi ubng tra da kha cafein véi dudng hda hoc, con toi
ngbi trudc mot cbc tra bira sang to tudng cua Anh pha
dudng. Mac du da bon nam nay t6i khong thuGng xuyén &
nha nhung chi can moét c6c tra dun trong 10 vi séng cung
may miéng banh bd lac la du tao cam giac nhu chua chua
bao giG di khdi noi day.

“Con khong cé su lua chon nao, va thuc su la con vui
mung khi nhan dudc co hoi nay. Moi ngudi phai dugc nghe
giong ba 8y rén nhu dinh trong dién thoai thi mdi hi€u,” toi
ndi. Me nhin téi day nghi ngai. “Du sao thi cling chadng thay
déi dudc gi nita. Con c6 viéc lam & modt tap chi rat danh
ti€ng, v8i mot trong nhitng phu n{r c6 thé Iluc nhat trong

https://thuviensach.vn



cong nghiép bdo chi. P& cd viéc nay, hang triéu coé gai san
sang xin chét.”

C4 nha nhin nhau cudi, song nu cudi ciia me téi pha lan
budn rau. “Me rat vui cho con” me néi “Me cé mot dlra con
gai trudng thanh nhu thé nay, con gdi yéu a, me biét Ia
cudc daGi con bat dau moét chang dudng v cung tét dep. Me
c nhé lai hdi mdi ra trudng va chuyén dén New York. Mot
minh gira cai thanh phd khéng 6 va dién ddo. Khing khiép,
nhung cuc ky hdp dan. Me mudn con tan hudng tirng phut &
dd, san khau, phim anh, con ngudi, clira hiéu, sach bao. b6
sé la phan dg&i dep nhat cua con - me biét chac sé nhu thé.”
Me dat tay |én tay toi, mot ci chi hi€ém thay. “Me rat tu hao
vé con.”

“Con cam dn me. Liéu long tu hao c6 du dé tra tién cho
mot cdn hd, d6 gd ndi that va toan bd quan do mdi khong?”

“Hi€u r6i,” me ndi va Idy t& bdo dép 1én dau tdi Idc ra
phia 10 vi song lam thém hai c6c tra mdi. Me khong lac dau,
nhung cling chdng hao hiing rit ngay quyén séc.

Budi t6i tdi danh thdi gian con lai d€ viét email cho tat
ca nhitng ai quen biét, hoi xem cé ai tim ngudi & cung hay
quen ai c6 nhu cau. Toi ban tin Ién mang va goi dién ca cho
nhirng ngudi ma t6éi hang thang trgi khong bat lién lac.
Khong két qua. Néu khdng mudn vinh vién ndm udn trén di
vang cua Lily va chac chan lam tiéu tan tinh ban gilra hai
ngudi hoac bam chat Iay Alex viéc ma ca hai ching t6i déu
chua s@n sang dé lam, thi toi phai quuyét dinh tam thué
nha ngan han & dau d6, dgi dén khi t6i thong thao han
trong thanh phd khéng 16 nay. Ly tudng nhét la tim dudc
mot cdn phong riéng, tét hon nira 1a cé sdn nodi that dé toi
khoi phai ban tdm mua sam may th( do.
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Qua nla dém mot chut thi c6 chudng dién thoai. Toi lao
ra vé lay dién thoai, thi€u chidt nira thi nga khoi cai giudng
bé ti hdi tré con cua minh. Chris Everst, nguGi hung thdi
nién thi€u cua téi dang mim cudi trén mot bdc anh ddéng
khung cé chi ky treo trén tudng, phia dudi mot tam bang
gam day cac bai bao vé Kirk Cameron. TOi bat giac mim
CUai.

“Chao ba tudng, Alex day” giong anh tiét 16 la co tin gi
dd mdi, chi cé diéu khong nhan ra dudc dé la tin xau hay tin
tot. "Anh vira nhan dudc email cia moét cd gai tén la Claire
McMillan dang tim ngudi & cung. Cuu sinh vién Princeton.
Anh nhd la c6 quen c6 ay ngay xua. C6 ay la ban gai
Andrew, hoan toan binh thudng. Em nghi sao?”

“Tai sao khong? Anh co6 s6 dién thoai cua c6 ay khong?”

“Khéng, chi cé dia chi email. Nhung anh chuyén tiép thu
clia c6 8y dén em dé€ lién lac thdng. Anh nghi c6 nay tét
day.”

Toi guii email cho Claire McMillan trong khi van tiép tuc
truyén tro vdéi Alex. ROi r6t cudc dudc ngu mot lan trén
giudng riéng ctia minh. Cé thé, néu may méan, van dé nha &
da gidi quyét xong.

Tim dén Claire McMillan cling udng cdng. Can hd cta cd
1a mot 16 t&i tdm va u am, lai & gitta mot khu kha bat hao.
Lic t6i dén xem nha, mdt ga nghién dang ngo6i ngay bau
clra. Phadn con lai cling chdng kha khdm gi hon. C6 moét
phong riéng trong can hd cua moét do6i trai gai mubdn cho
thué, nhung ho y t nhac trudc la sinh hoat giudng chiéu
cla ho kha déu dan va 6n ao. M6t chu nha tiém nang la n{r
nghé si trén ba muai tudi, cd6 bén con méo va dang tha thiét
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tau thém vai con nira. Phong ti€p theo & tan cudi moét hanh
lang hun hdt t6i mo, khong clra s6 1n td tudng. Lai mot
chang déng tinh hai mugi tu tudi nira, tu nhan 1a dang trong
“giai doan nhé&ch nhac”. Mdi cdn phong tdi tan ma tdi dén
xem déu cé gia trén 1000 dollar, trong khi ludng lau cua toi
dat mUc hoanh trang la 32500 dollar (ca nam!). Ngay ca khi
khong c6 ndng khiéu todn kiét xudt thi tdi cling dé dang
tinh ra 18 mo6i ndm riéng tién nha d& ngén mat trén 12000,
va phan con lai chi du dong thué. ba th€, b6 me tdi con tich
thu ludn chiéc thé tin dung vén chi dé dé phong cac trudng
hgp khan cdp. To6i trudng thanh rdi ma. Bé tay ludn!

Sau ba ngay day tuyét vong, Lily da vao cau. Do phan
nao cling quan tdm dén viéc tdi cudn xéo khoi chiéc di vang
cla minh, Lily viét email théng bao cho moi ban bé gan xa
cua cb6. Mot ban hoc ngay xua cua Lily & dai hoc Columbia
c6 ban la nhan vién cua 6ng sép cé quen hai c6 gai tim
ngudi & cung. TOi goi dién ngay, ndi chuyén véi mot co gai
dé thuong tén Ia Shanti. C6 ké la dang clung ban minh,
Kendra, tim ngudi chia sé can h6 & Upper East Side. Can
phong do ki thuc 18 mdt gian ti xiu, nhung cé clra sé va ta
tudng, thAm chi mot blc tudng 1at gach rat dep. Moi thang
800 dollar. Trong can ho cé nha tam, bép (dudng nhién
khong c6 bdn tdm nam va may rlra bat hay thang may,
nhung lan dau di & riéng thi cling chang ai mong cd cudc
s6ng xa xi ca). Budc rdi. Shanti va Kendra I1a hai c6 gai An
D6 rat dang mén, vua tot nghiép dai hoc Duke, hién dang
lam viéc t6i mat t6i mii 6 mot ngdn hang tu van dau tu.
HOm dau, va cd nhitng ngay sau doé téi khdng thé phén biét
dudc ho vi hai c6 giébng nhau nhu hai giot nudc. Thoi dudgc.
Thé |a t6i da cé chd é.
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Ca khi d& ngt ba hom trong cdn phong mdéi, téi van cdm
thay minh la mot ngudi la trén mot manh dat la. Can phong
qua la bé. Chac chi to hon tup léu dung dung cu lam vudn
cla b6 me tdéi ¢ Avon moét chut, nhung cling chi moét chut
thoi. BDa thé nd lai co lai chi con mot nira sau khi t6i bay
bién d6 dac ra. Vn ngé ngdn khdng cé kinh nghiém, tdi cho
la ndé rong nhu mot phong binh thudng va quyét dinh mua
mot chiéc giuong d6i, mot hom dung quan do, moét hoac hai
ban con ké canh giuong. Lily va t6i Iay 0 td cua Alex di dén
cira hang Ikea, thién dudng cua cac sinh vién vua toét
nghiép, va mua mét loat d6 go tuyét dep sdng mau, cling
mot tam tham dét pha cac mau lam nhat, lam dam, thanh
thién va cham. Hét nhu chuyén mot, trang tri ndi that
khong thudc vé cac mat manh cua toi: toi tin Ia Ikea dang
trong “chu ky xanh lam”. Ching t6i sdm d6 trai giudng co
chdm xanh va cai chan mém nhat ban trong clra hang. Lily
con thuyét phuc t6i mua mot chiéc den ngu boc giay do cua
Trung Hoa. T6i chon thém may tranh den trang dong khung
san dé bd sung cho blc tudng gach dd sdm codn tréng. Lich
thiép, thong dung, pha mot chut tu tuéng Thién. Thé la can
phong dau tién trong ddi t6i tai thanh phd I6n da hoan
chinh.

Hoan chinh nghia Ia... trudc khi d& gb dugc chd dén nha.
Ngdm nghia mot can phong xem ching khéng han gidng
nhu 18y thudc ra do chiéu dai chiéu réng cua nd. Chang cé
gi vlira. Sau khi Alex 1&p xong giudng va day nd sat vao bic
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tudng gach tréng tron (* Blc tudng dang dé”, goi theo kiéu
Manhattan) thi né da choan hét dién tich phong. To6i phai
xua may ong thg chd cai hom quan ao sau ngan kéo, hai
chi€c ban con va ca chiéc gudng to tré vé cira hang. Ho va
Alex bang cach nao dé da nang dudgc giudng Ién dé tbi ludn
t&m tham ba mau xudng dudi, vd mdi bén 16i ra mdt gang
tay thdm xanh dudi con quai vat gd khdng 16 dé. Do cai dén
gidy dé khdong con chd trén hom hay ban con nifa nén tdi
dat bén xudéng nén nha, dung vao cai réo 15 phan con thua
ra gi(ra thanh giudng va clra kéo cua tu tudng. Khi thdr treo
may bulc tranh den trang lén blc tudng gach con tréng thi
toi that bai tham hai, mac du da dung ca bang cach dién,
dinh, day thép, keo dan, bang dinh hai mat ma khéng sao
gén ndi ching lén tudng. Sau gan ba giG déng ho vat 16n,
tay chan tray xudc r6m mau, téi danh dat tranh Ién bau clra
sd. Té ra doé la cach t6i vu, che ludn dugc moét phén gbéc
nhin xuyén vao phong t6i cia ba hang xé6m dé6i dién, chi
cach chung hai thudc tir bén kia san trgi. Van dé & day
chdng phai la san trdi thay cho dudng chén trdi cia New
York, 1& hdom quan 4o khodng cé chd hay ti tudng quéd hep
dé nhét vao mét cdi do khodc mua déng - can phong nay la
cla tbi, can phong dau tién do toi tu trang tri ndi that theo
y minh, khdong bi b6 me hay ngudi cung phong nodi choc
vao. Yéu qua.

T6i Chu nhat, trudc ngay lam viéc dau tién, tbéi chi ban
tdm modi chuyén duy nhéat 13 ngay mai sé& mac dd gi. Kendra,
c6 ban mau chuyén hon trong hai ngudi & cung, thinh
thoang ngd vao va nhe nhang hoi cé giup dudc téi chuyén
gi. Hai cd nay thi ngay nao cling mac dd cdng sd qua u co
hu dén ngi lam viéc, vi vay tbéi xin ki€u luén nhirng gop y
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cla ho vé thdi trang. T6i chay di chay lai trong phong - néu
dudc phép thi dung tu “chay” trong pham vi bén budc chan
- r6i ng6i phich xuéng mép giudng sat man hinh tivi. Mac gi
khi di lam hom dau tién cho ba chud but an mac dang moét
nhat cua tap chi thdi trang tién phong nhat vé moét? Co
nhién to6i da nghe ndi vé Prada (tu may c6 ban ngudi Nhat
du lich balé & Brown) va Louis Vuitton (vi ba téi van xach
may cai tdi in day ki tu 8y ra dudng, khong ngd la chung
thudc hang sanh diéu dén mdlc nao) hay cod thé ca Gucci
nifa (d6 ai ki€m ra lay mo6t ngudi khdong biét hiéu Gucci!).
Nhung tdi khdng cé 18y dé€n mot thd @6 hiéu nao ca, ma ké
ra néu cd thi tdi cling chang hi€u sé xoay xd& dat ching vao
dau trong cai phong ti teo cua t6i. T6i lai vao phong - hay
ding hon la cai dém kep gilra hai blc tudng - nam lan ra
trén cai giudng doi xinh dep va thdc ludn mat cad vao canh
giudng. Mat téoe dom dom.

Sau bao nhiéu khé sG vat va dé chon lua, téi quyét dinh
sé mac mot chiéc ao pull xanh nhat, vay den dai dén dau
gli va ung den. Do da bié€t la cai cap sach hom phong van
bi ngudc dai ra sao nén tdi chon mot tui kep nach bang vai
thé mau den. Hinh anh cubi cung con nhdg lai t6i hdm dod la
téi mac vay va xo ung cao got , nhung khong khoat ao, liéu
xiéu di quanh chiéc giudng d6 s, rb6i ngdi thu ra vi kiét
sUrc.

Chéac la toi thi€p di vi qua mét moi, roi khéng phai vi
dong ho bao thic ma la chinh su bon chén da dung t6i day
vao ding ndm gid rudi. T6i nhay bd khdi giudng. Dau 6c¢
nhu mudn bung ra sau ca tudn cang thang. Bay gid téi con
dang mot tiéng rudi dé€ tdm, mac quan o va di phuadng tién
cong coOng tu cai ky tlc xa nra mua nay vao dén ndi thanh
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— n6i &m anh kinh hoang cho dén bay gid. Ciing cé nghia 13
tdi mat mot tiéng xe cd va nira tiéng dé td v& mat may.

VOi tdm 18 mdt 4c mong, mdi 1An van nudc né huyt nhu
coi va chi cho ra nudc hoi &m &m. Khi tdm xong va chuén bi
budc ra ngoai phong tam lanh nhu bang thi nudc lai nong
nhu so6i. Mat dén ba ngay sau t6i mdi rut ra kinh nghiém:
toi nhay khodi giudng, van nudc, va chui lai vao chan ngu
nudng thém 15 phut trong khi dong ho bao thidc réo ba lan,
roi quay trd lai phong tdm dé bat dau hai, khi gueng da ma
hét vi hoi 8m va nudc ndéng tuyét v&i - tuy rdng chi chay
mot dong nho ti ti.

TOi chui vao bd trang phuc go bd, chi hai muai Iam phut
tUr khi tinh giac la da ra dén ngoai dudng - ky luc ca nhan!
Sau do cling chi can cé6 mudi phut la tim d€n bén tau dién
ngdm gan nhat. K& ra thi t8i qua tdi nén di tham do trudc
mot lan quang dudng nay, nhung toéi ngoan c6 khéng them
nghe IGi khuyén dé cua me, con lan di phong van tuan trudc
thi t6i di taxi. T6i cling rat ngan di xubng mang ludi tau dién
ngam chdng chit. Nhung may sao c6 moét ngudi ngdi sau
quay thong tin ndi tiéng Anh, hudng dan toi di tuyén sb 6
dén pho 59. bén do6 chi can xudng bén phai di bd hai day
nha la dén Madison. Qua dan gian. T6i Ién toa tau lanh ngat
va vang ngudi, gilta thang Mudi mot ngoai toi ra it ké nao
dé hgi ra dudng vao cai gid moi ngudi con ngay kho kho.
Thoi thi dén dau hay do6, chua thay gi truc trac ca - cho dén
khi t6i xuéng tau va di Ién mat dat.

Toi |Ién cau thang gan nhat, trén pho la mot bau khong
khi lanh ngat ma ngudén sang duy nhat hat ra t& mot hiéu
an mdé 24/24. Sau lung toi la cla hiéu bach héa
Bloomingdale’s, ngoai ra th( gi cling la 1dm ca. Elias Clark,
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Elias Clark, Elias Clark, may tron dau r6i? T6i quay mot
vong 180 dd va phat hién ra bién tén phd: 60. A ha, phd 59
khong thé xa phd 60 1&m d&u. Van dé chi la di vé hudng
nao bay gid? Madison & vé phia nao cua Lexington? TOi
khong nhan ra nét gi quen thubc tu lan di phong van lan
trudc, vi hom do téi xubng xe ngay trudc clra toa nha Elias
Clark. May ma da tinh do6i thém khéi thdi gian, tha h6 ma
lac duGng. T6i ngd ngac di lai may budc va chui vao mot
quay ban d6 dn dé mua ca phé.

“Xin 16i, toi di tim tda nha Elias Clark, 6ng cé thé chi cho
toi di theo huéng nao dugdc khéng?” Toi héi mbét 6ng dang
tiu tit 8 ban thu ngan. T6i c6 khéng mim cudi moét cach kha
ai, thuc hién dung theo I0i khuyén clia moi ngudi, rang toi
ché quén minh khéng con & ch6n Avon nha qué nira. Dan &
day vén nghi ngai nhitng ct chi than thién. Ong ta cau cé
nhin t6i, t6i liung tung khong rdo co phai 6ng ta cho minh Ia
khi€m nha khdong, va mim cugdi than thién.

“Mot dollar,” 6ng chia tay ra.

“Ong doi tién chi dudng hay sao?”

“Mot dollar, nau hay den, mudn gi?”

T6i ngd ra nhin 6ng ta mot 1&t mdi hiéu ra 1a ti€ng Anh
cua 6ng ta chi du dé ndi chuyén ca phé. “Ong cho xin ca
phé vdi sita, cam dn.” T6i dua mot dollar réi ra ngoai. Ngo
ngac hon ca ldc nay, t6i hoi ngudi ban bdo, ngudi quét
dudng, ca moét ngudi dang day xe ban dao d6 an sang.
Khong ai du hiéu tbéi dé chi hudng di téi phd 59 va Madison.
T6i cd cam giac nhu bi dua vé Delhi véi tram cam va kiét li.
Khéng! Toi sé tim ra duong!

Sau may phut ngudc xubi gilra cac tda nha van phong
gi@ nay dang dan dan tinh ngu, d6t nhién to6i ding ngay
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truGc cla ra vao cua toa nha Elias Clark. Sau nhirng tam
kinh Ia tién sanh sang choang trong khung canh rang rang
sang sém, thoat trong c6 vé am cung va mdi moc. Nhung
khi téi toan ddy canh clra xoay budc vao thi né dirng im. Toi
mam mdi ddy manh hon, va chi khi tdi 18y hét sirc binh sinh
ti ca ngudi vao tam kinh thi né mdi hai nhic nhich, thoat
tién rat chdm chap, roi thi dét ngdt quay nhanh dén noi toi
bi t&m clra phia sau ddng vao lung , suyt day tdi lao vao
tién sanh. T6i diu hai chan va may ma chua nga. Mot ga
ngO6i sau quay an ninh cudi pha Ién. * Cai ca khén nan qua
nhi? C6 khéng phai ngudGi dau tién bi, va cling sé khoéng
phai 1a ngugi cubi cung dau,” han ta cudi rung cap ma nung
nuc thit. * Ngudi ta don tiép c6 hai bi dg day.”

Toi thodng nhin gd va biét réng khdéng thé c6 cam tinh
véi loai ngudi nay, cling nhu gd sé chang ua minh, bat ké
toi ndi gi hay lam gi. Vi vay t6i cudi cho qua chuyén.

" T6i la Andrea,” téi ndi, rut gang ra va dua tay qua mat
quay. * HOm nay la ngay lam viéc dau tién cua t6i &
Runway. TOi la trg ly mdi cua Miranda Priestly.”

Ga cudi rong Ién, gat cai dau tron ra sau day khoai tra.
“Ha ha ha, nay Eduardo, ra day xem nay, Miranda lai ki€m
thém dugc mot nd I1é mdbi day nay! C6 & dau dén thé ha cb
bé? T’ nha qué ra dung khoéng? Ba ay sé slUc miéng co
trong chdp mat, ha ha ha!”

Trudc khi toi tim ra cau tra IGi thi mét nguGi dan Ong
khac trong bé canh phuc gidng hét ga nay di téi va nhin toi
do xét. TOi d& chuén bj tinh than dén nghe vai cau giéu cot
kha 6, nhung khéng phai, thay vao d6 6ng quay sang nhin
thang vao mat toi.
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“ TOi la Eduardo, con thang ngd nay tén la Mickey,” 6ng
noi va chi tay vao ga kia dang té vé buc minh vi su nha
nhdn clda 6ng lam tit trd dua. “ Chi khdng can dé y t&i han
lam gi, han choc gheo chi 8y ma,” 6ng ndi giong NewYork
pha Ian phudng ngit Ty Ban Nha va 16i cudn sé ghi tén ra.
“Chi dién cac thong tin vao phan nay, t6i sé dua chi mot thé
thdng hanh tam thdi d€ 1&én tdng trén. Noi véi phong nhén
su la chi can mo6t thé c6 dan anh.”

Chac la vé mat t6i lic dé 10 rdo vé ham on, nén 0ng ta
chot Iing tling va day cuén s6 qua mat ban. “Day, chi dién
vao di. Chuc chi nhiéu may man - d6 cling la th( chi rat can
day.”

Lic d6 téi qua boi réi va mét médi nén khoéng hdi 6ng cé
an y gi, va lai chdng can hoi cling doan ra. Ca tuan qua, tu
khi nhén |am viéc cho d&n hdm nay mac du bu dau chuén bi
toi cling da hdi do chut it vé ba s€p mdi cua minh. Qua
nhirng thong tin trén Google t6i ngac nhién biét rang
Miranda Priestly ra ddi & East End, London, v@i tén khai sinh
la Miriam Princhek. Gia dinh ba khdong khac gi cac gia dinh
theo Do Thai gidao chinh th6ng & thanh ph6: ban han nhung
moé dao. Cha ba thinh thoang lam nhithng cong viéc vat
vanh, chu yéu danh thdgi gian dé nghién clfu cac bai kinh ké
Do Thai, vi vay gia dinh s6ng nhd vao su trg giup cua dia
phudng. Ba me mat khi sinh ha Miriam nén cac con ba dudc
ba ngoai nudi nang. Ca thay 11 anh chi em! Hau hét theo
gudng 0ng b6, kiém nhitng cong viéc lao dong chan tay va
thi gid con lai d€ cdu nguyén; vai ngudi tu luc leo 1én dugc
dai hoc, s6m thanh hoén va sinh con dan chau déng. Miriam
la ngudi duy nhat di chéch khoi truyén théng gia dinh.
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Miriam tich cop nhitng dong tién thinh thoang dudc anh
chi dui cho va bo hoc ba thang trudc khi hét phé théng dé di
lam trg ly cho mot nha tao mau tré mdi néi ngudi Anh, gilp
anh ta td chlc cac show thdi trang theo mua. Chi vai nam
sau, Miriam d3 tao dudc tén tudi riéng trong lang mét
London. Budi t8i ba hoc ti€éng Phap va tim dudgc viéc lam trg
ly bién tap cho tap chi Chic & Paris. O thd&i diém &y ba da
khdng quan hé gi véi gia dinh nita: ho khéng hi€u ndi quan
di€ém séng cla ba, con ba thi mac cam vé su sung tin c6 hu
va dia vi xa hoi thap kém cua ho. Sgi day nbi vdi gia dinh bi
ddt han sau khi ba nhén viéc & t8 Chic va va cd gai Miriam
Princhek hai mugi tu tudi bién thanh Miranda Priestly, dai
cai tén 16 10 vé qué kéch thanh mot danh tinh diéu da. Cach
phat &m ddc London cling nhanh chdng nhudng chd cho
giong néi kiéu cach cua ké cé hoc van cao, va chua day ba
mudi tudi su bién héa mau nhiém tir con nha lao ddong 1én
bac vai v€ trong xa hdi da hoan tat. C thé ba nhanh chdng
va lién tuc leo hét cac thang bac trong lang xuat ban tap
chi.

Mudi nam lién ba cam lai cho con tau Runway Phap, sau
dé Elias Clark dua ba Ién ngbi chu but cua s6 Runway phat
hanh trén thi truGng My - dinh cao nhat cua giac mad ngay.
Ba cung hai con gdi va 6ng chéng hoéi ay - moét ngbi sao
nhac rock 1dm le ki€m cd may thang tién & My - chuyén dén
moOt can hd penthouse & dai 16 s6 5 cat phé 75 va khai
truong mot thdi ky mai: ky nguyén Priestly d3 kéo dai dudc
gan 6 nam tinh dén ngay di lam dau tién cua toi.

SO toi dung la may hdn khon: toi sé lam viéc gan moét
thang trdi trudc khi Miranda quay tré lai van phong. Nhu
moi ndm, Miranda nghi phép tir mot tuan trudc 1€ Ta on qua
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tan nam mdai. Thong thudng thi ba nghi may tuan & can ho
ma ba con gilt lai d London, nhung nam nay t6i nghe ndi la
ba 16i chdng con sang trang trai cia Frederic Marteau G St
Barth’s & hai tuan, sau dé ho vé Paris vui 1& Noel va giao
thira & khach san Ritz.

Toi cling dugc canh bao trudc la ba chi nghi phép theo ™
danh chinh ngén thudn” ch bat c lUc nao cling cé thé bat
lién lac dudc va lam viéc sudt ngay, va diéu doé ciling dung
v38i moi nhan vién cua ba. Toi dugc tap huan va day bao
trong khi ™ ba I16n” khéng cé mat, tranh cho ba phai phién
muodn vé nhirng sai pham khé tranh cua toi trong giai doan
hoc nghé. Nghe c6 vé Igi cho t6i. Bung bay gid, toi ghi tén
vao s6 dang ky cua Eduardo va lan dau tién di qua hang rao
xoay. * Chu y tu thé!” Eduardo goi v@i sau lung toi trudc khi
clra thang may dap lai.

Emily ddi t6i & khu 1é tdn, nom mét mdi rd rét va l&ch
théch trong chi€c T-shirt trdng bang thun nhau va quan tui
bén rat thdi thugng. V&i cbc ca phé Starbucks trong tay, co
dang gid qua s6 Runway mdi cua thang 12. D6i giay cao got
cla cb6 dat chinh inh Ién mat ban kinh. Nit vu dang ten mau
den hién rdo qua I8p vai bong cua T-shirt. Son cua co hdi bi
lem ra quanh moi va miéng coc ca phé&, mai téc dé udn song
bu xu ru xubng tan vai, khién trong c6 nhu viua chui tu
giudng ra sau khi ngu bay mudi hai ti€ng lién.

“ Xin chao,” c6 lau bau, dua mat do toi tr dau dén chan
nhu mot nhan vién an ninh. “ Ung dep day.”

Tim toi dap ron. Co ta khen that, hay ndéi mia? Giong co
khd doan. Chan tdi dau nhir, va cac ngon chan nhu bi that
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lai, nhung néu t6i mudn dugc ngudi cua Runway khen dep
thi phai can rang chiu dung thoi.

Emily ngam t6i thém mot 1Gc réi rat cdng khdi mat ban,
thd dai day kich tinh: * Nao, bat dau tho6i. Cuc may man cho
chi la s€p khéng c6 mat & day,” c6 ndi. * Khéng cd nghia la
ba ay khong phai la sép tot, tdt nhién, ma vi ba ay la sép
tét,” c6 boi thém rdt nhanh - mét cd thut voi cd dién ding
kiu Runway. C& moi khi ngusdi nao dé 13m modm dé budt ra
mot cdu mang tinh tiéu cuc vé Miranda - ké ca khi co ly - Ia
run nhu cay say vi sg dén tai Miranda, va voi lap li€m ngay.
M6t trong nhitng ki€u giét thdi gian sudng nhéit clda toi khi
di lam la quan sat cac dong nghiép haét hai cai chinh nhitng
|IGi pham thugng ma ho thét ra.

Emily quét thé thdng hanh cla minh qua may kiém tra
dién t va chldng t6i im lang di canh nhau doc hanh lang
hun hdt dén phong Miranda nam chinh girta tang. C6 md
canh clra dan vao phong trg ly, qudng tui va 4o choang Ién
mot trong hai chi€éc ban ké ngay trudc clra vao cadm cung
cua Miranda ." Kia 1a ban cda chi ,” ¢d chi sang chiéc ban gb
phia dbi dién, mat ban hinh ch{r L Iat formica tron bdng.
Trén d6 la mot chi€éc may tinh iMac mdi ci’rng mau ngoc lam,
dién thoai, khay dé do linh tinh. Trong ngdn kéo cé san but
kep gidy va s6 ghi chép. * Toi dé lai mady d6 cli cia téi cho
chi va dat mua cac dung cu van phong mdi cho riéng toi,
nhu thé don gian han.”

Emily vira dugc Ién chlc bién tap vién chinh va nhudng
lai gh€ trg ly bién tap cho tdi. C6 giai thich rang sau hai
nam lam bién tap vién chinh cho Miranda c6 sé truc tiép
nhay lén ban bién tap thdi trang ciua Runway. Ba nam tham
nién lam trg ly 1a mdt co sd vitng nhu ban thach dé tién
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chan trong lang thdi trang. Riéng téi thi van thich niu I8y hy
vong rang mot ndm héu ha nay s& du dé tiép budc tdi The
New Yorker. Allison sau khi rgi chan trg ly cho Miranda cling
da leo 1&n vj tri mdi & bd phén thdm my, chiju trdch nhiém
vé th(r nghiém va viét bai vé phén da, kem dudng &m va
my pham téc.

Toi chua hinh dung ndi vi tri trg ly cho Miranda sao lai
dat trinh d6 lam cong viéc do, tuy nhién tbi rat cd an tugng.
Hla gi lam nay: ai lam viéc cho Miranda sé cdé cd hoi ti€n
than.

Cac cbng tac vién khac lan lugt dén noi vao khoang
mudi gid, tdng cdng chirng ndm mudi ngudi trong ban bién
tap. BO phan thdi trang dong nhat, tat nhién, ngét ba muai
ngudi, ké cad cac trg ly vé phu trang. Cac bd phan viét bai,
thdm my va nghé thuit khdng thé thi€u. Hiu nhu ai ciing
dirng chdn ngd vao tién sadnh cla Miranda dé tdn gau vai
cadu véi Emily, budn méy tin md&i nhat vé ba sép va diém
mat cdng tac vién mdi. Budi sang d&u tién tdi lam quen
hang chuc ngudi, khuén mat nao cling sang lang, nu cudi
hién ham rang trang mudt, va cé vé nhu ho thuc su mudn
lam quen vGi toi.

Tat ca dan 6ng déu €o ¢t lai cai, hoanh trang trong quan
da va T-shirt dét gan boé chit nhu I18p da th( hai, pho hét
nhitng lan cd bap hoan hdo. Gidm db6c nghét thuat, mot
ngudi dan éng ding tubi véi mai téoc vang mau sam banh
hagi thua trong nhu muc dich duy nhat cua cudc ddi la ganh
dua vdi Elton John; 6ng di giay ludi bang I6ng thd ma to
l6ng mi dam mascara. Khéng thay ai phan Ung gi. Toi cling
cé may ngudi ban trong cac nhém doéng tinh & trudng dia
hoc, nhung khéng ai ddm khoe 10 liéu nhu vay ca. O day
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twa nhu ngudi ta ding gitra budi chon dién vién déng vd
nhac kich vé dong tinh Rent, tat nhién phuc trang & day tu
t€ hon.

Pam phu nit, hay goi cho ding l1a “Girl”, méi ngudi dep
mot ki€u riéng. Nhin chung phai ndi [a mé hoén. Pa sb trong
nhu khodng hai muai 1&dm tudi, it ai qud ngudng ba muai |18y
mot ngay. Hau nhu ai cling mang hat xoan khung khiép &
ngdn deo nhan - diu hiéu da thanh hén - song khong thé
tudng tuogng trong sd ho d& cé ai tirng sinh nd, ké ca trong
quad kh( 1an tudng lai xa xdi. i ra lugn vao, ho ludt yéu
diéu trén nhirng got giay mudi phan Iénh khénh, bay téi bén
ban tdi, chia ban tay trdng nhu sifa véi b0 mdéng dai mai
gilla cdn than va tu gidi thiéu 1a “Jocelyn, 1dam clng cho
Hpoe”, “Nicloe & b0 phan thdi trang” va "Stef, phu trach thai
trang”. Ngudi duy nhat dudi 1.80 mét la Shayna, manh mai
dén mulc cd cam gidc c6 khdng thé mang thém 18y moét
phan chiéu cao nao nira. Khong ai mang qua 50kg Ién ban
can.

TOi ngu trén chiéc ghé xoay va c6 nhd hét tén moi
ngudi, dot nhién c6 gai dep nhat ma toi ting thay trong ddi
budc vao. C6 mac mot chiéc do len cashmere hong, trong
nhu dét bang nhitng ddm may. Sudi téc trdng dén sirng sét
chay tran xuéng lung. Trong c6 gay dén muc khod tin co6 du
sirc ding virng, song c6 di chuyén va&i dang vé yéu diéu cla
mot vl nlr. GO ma c6 sang hong, va hot kim cuong trong
vdt ndng dén may cara trén chiéc nhan dinh hon tda &nh
lap 1anh vo thudng. Tua nhu da nhan ra to6i ngd chong choc
vao Vvién kim cudng, cO gi sat tay vao mii toi.

“Tu sang tac day” cb6 tuyén bd trong khi mim cudi vdi
ban tay minh va nhin vao mat t6i. T6i dua mat do sang hoi
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Emily, nhung co6 ta lai ban néi dién thoai. T6i tudng co6 gai
mdi vao am chi vién kim cudng ma co tu thiét k€, nhung co
noéi ngay: “Mau qud 16ng lay, dung khéng? Mot I8p
Marshmallow va mot I8p Ballet Sliper, ding ra la son Ballet
Sliper trudc rbi de I8p son phu Ién. Tuyét dinh - 1ap Ianh nhu
thé ma trong khéng nhu sén bang White Out. TG nghi la tlr
gid trd di t& chi chon mau nay moi khi di chdm séc mdng
tay!” Noi xong cb6 quay got va ludt ra khoi phong. Vang, rat
hdn hanh dugdc lam quen, téi gl theo mdt cdu chao nhadm
trong 46c téi tam lung c6 nang dang oai vé budc ra ngoai.

Gap g8 cac cdng tac vién ké cling vui; trong ai cling co
vé dé& mén va than thién, trir c6 nang dd hoi say mé son
moéng tay ai cling té ra thich thd lam quen vdéi t6i. Emily
khong r&i tdi mot budc, cd tdn dung moi cc hdi dé chi bao
cong viéc. CO gidang gidi cho tbi hay, ai thuc su quan trong,
ai khong dudgc phép lam méch 1ong, ai nén bat than bang
dugc vi dé la ngudi té chiic nhung cudc vui hoanh trang
nhat. Ldc t6i k€& lai chuyén cbd gdi son mdéng tay, mat Emily
sang lén.

“Oi” ¢ rén Ién; t6i chua thdy cé phan khich nhu vay véi
bat c’ ngudi nao tU ndy dén gid. “MOt ngudi tuyét diéu,
phai khéng?”

“Wang, dung, cé vé dé thuong. Nhung tdi khdng co co
hoi ndi gi nhiéu c6 ay chi khoe mdéng tay cia minh thoi.”

Emily mim cuGi rang r& va tu hao: “Thé day, chi khong
biét co ta la ai a?”

T6i vat 6c xem cb ta c6 gibng ai do trong s6 minh tinh
man bac, ca si hay ngusi mau, nhung bé tay khdng biét x&p
cd ta vao dau. Hay théat, thi ra 1a mdét ngudi ndi tié€ng! C6
thé cd ta khodng tu gidi thiéu vi cho rang ai cling biét minh.
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Nhung téi thi khéng. “Khéng, téi khéng biét that, ngudi noi
ti€ng a?”

Anh mé&t dap lai cia Emily pha Ian sirng st va phan no:
“HUm, thdéi duoc” cb6 dai giong nhan manh chit théi duoc va
nguyt toi dén rach mat, d6 nha qué dot nat. “Do la Jessica
Duchamps.” Co6 dgi. T6i dgi. Im lang. “Bung la chi khbéng
bi€t do la ai sao?” M6t lan nira toi soi lai caca danh muc VIP
trong dau, co lién hé vdéi thong tin maéi nhan dudc, rbéi danh
bo tay. Qua that téi chua tung nghe cai tén ay bao giG. Va
bat dau chan cai tro danh dé nay.

“Emily, toi chua hé thay mat cb ta lan nao, va tén co ta
cling chang ggi nhé diéu gi. Chi cé thé cho tdi biét cb ta la
ai khong?” To6i hodi, c6 khdng mat chut binh tinh con sét lai.
Noi cho cung thi t6i cling cahirng them biét c6 ay la ai,
nhung rd rang Emily khong chiu bo cudc trudc khi ching
minh dudc can bénh dot nat cua tbi da hét thudc chira tri.

Gig thi Emily cudi rat ké ca: “Tat nhién, sao chi khong
noi ngay? Jessica Duchamps la..la Duchamps! Chac chi
nghe r6i, nha hang Phap danh gia nhat New York! B6 me cb
8y l1a chd nha hang, giau khdéng tudng tugng néi. Cé khing
khi€p khéng?”

“That ha?” Toi gia do kinh ngac, thi ra ngudi ta phai biét
dén co6 gai dep ngat trdi ay, chi vi b6 me c6 lam nha hang?
“Hay ra phét.

T6i don mday cudc dién thoai bang cau “DPay la van
phong Miranda Priestly” da kha troi chay, tuy vay cad Emily
va t6i déu e ngai néu chinh Miranda goi dén va t6i khong
biét phai lam gi. Cé lan t6i da phat hoang khi moét ngudi phu
n{t khong xung tén lam nham chuyén gi dé vdéi giong Anh
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dac sét. Toi ling tung dua may cho Emily, quén rang co thé
chuyén cudc goi qua do.

“Ba dy day” toi thi thao nan ni, “bat dién di.”

Va lan dau tién t6i dudc thudng thic anh mat dac biét
ma Emily danh riéng cho minh, c6 nhudng may va vénh
cam lén, 16 r6 cdm xUc n’ra thuang hai, nira cam ghét.

“Miranda? Emily day” c6 ndi, nu cudi tudi réi hién trén
khudn mat, c nhu la Miranda sap chui qua dudng day dién
thoai va nhin thay c6. Im I8ng. Lo 1&ng. “Mimi? Xin 16i nhé!
CO6 nhan vién mdi tudng chi la Miranda! Vang, toi biét, Nhon
that day. Toi doan la phai day lai bai khong nhét thiét giong
Anh nao ciing la cua sép!” CO6 nhin t6i day ham y, cap long
may nhudng Ién, nay con nhich cao thém mot doan.

Trong khi c6 ti€p tuc tan chuyén véi dau day bén kia, toi
ti€p tuc nhan dién thoai va ghi lai tén d& Emily goi lai. Gan
trua, khi bung bat dau con cao, té6i nhac may va nghe mot
giong Anh & dau kia.

“A 16, Allison phai khéng?” Giong ngudi héi lanh bang,
nhung day quyén uy. “Toi can mot cai vay.”

T6i giat ban minh, Up tay I1én 6ng nghe. “Emily, ba ay
dady, 1an nay ding day” tdi rit 1én, vung 6ng nghe [én dé
Emily chu y. “Ba tay can mét cai vay.”

Emily quay lai, nhin thady b6 mat hoang hoét cua tbi va
dap ngay may xudng, khéng du thi gid ndi “Toi sé€ goi lai
sau” hay thdm chi “Good bye”. C6 nhdn nat chuyén cudc goi
cla Miranda sang may minh r6i Up ngay Ién mat nu cudi
tuai roi:

“Miranda? Emily day. T6i c6 thé Iam gi?” Cd vé céy but
va Vi€t ngoay ngoay, tran han sau nhung nép nhan. “Vang,
nhat dinh, tat nhién r6i.” Thé€ la xong. T6i nhin c6 do hoi.
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“"Cod vé nhu chi nhan dugc nhiém vu dau tién rbi day.
Ngay mai Miranda can vai thd, trong d6 la mot cdi vay,
cham nhat la t6i nay phai dua ra may bay ngay.”

"0k, ba ay can loai vay nao?” Toi hdi lai, thuc su choang
sau khi thdy sép ba chi cdn phdy tay mdét cdi la phai gui
ngay mot cai vay theo dudng may bay dén tan St Barth'’s.

“Miranda khéng néi rd.” Emily 1&m bdm trong khi nhéc
dién thoai.

“Jocelyn, tOi day, s€p can mot cai vay, toi sé gui no
theo may bay cua ba Marteau dém nay dé dua sang dé cho
s€p. Khong, té6i khong ro. Khong, ba ay khdéng ndi. Toi
khong biét that day. Ok, cdm dn.” CO6 quay sang va noi Vi
toi: “Viéc sé phuc tap hon, vi ba ay khdong ndi ro. Ba co qua
nhiéu viéc phai lam, khong cé thi giG cho may chi tiét lat
vat, by gid khdng biét 18y vai nao, mau nao, cat kiéu nao,
hi€u nao. Nhung khdng sao. T6i c6 s6 do cua Miranda roi,
tdi cling biét rd gu dé dodn ba &y mudn gi.T6i vira goi
Jocelyn bén b6 phan thdi trang, c6 ay sé dat dua dén du do
dé chon.” Tdi tudng tuong ra canh cac loai vdy khéc nhau
ram rap tié€n vao trong tiéng keén tréng ron rang.

Tuy nhién su viéc dién ra khong han thé. bi dit vay I3
bai hoc dau tién cud tdi vé nhitng cdi 16 bich dién ra &
Runway, mac du t6i phai cdong nhan 1a moi th( dién ra vdi
dd6 chinh xac cua mobt chién dich quan su. Khi c6 nhu cau,
Emily hodc téi thdng bdo cho cac trg ly thdi trang - tong
cong tdm ngudi, tat ca déu cé quan hé mat thiét vdi cac nha
tao mét va clra hiéu da chon lua. Cac trg ly ngay tlc khac
goi dién td&i nhitng md&i quan hé & cac nha hang thdgi trang,
va néu dudc thi luc tung cac clra hiéu khdp Manhattan va
ndi rang ba Miranda Priestly, ding thé&, dich thdn Miranda
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Pristly, vang, Miranda Priestly chd con ai niia, can mot mon
hang nhat dinh. Trong vong may phut, phong ti€p thi va
quang cao cua Michael Kors, Gucci, Prada, Versace, Fendi,
Armani, Chanel, Barney’s, Chloé, Calvin Klein, Bergdorf,
Roberto Cavalli va Saks phai ngay nhan vién (tuy trudng
hdp, ho con dich than) dem dén moi chiéc vay co it nhiéu
hy vong dudc Miranda Priestly d& mat tdi. T6i quan sat thdy
qua trinh dé dién ra chudn muc nhu bién dao mula balé vay,
moi mat xich trong gudng may dé biét rd & bé phan nao ai
s€ lam gi va lam nhu thé nao trong khau tiép theo. Trong
viéc ndy, giéng nhu nhitng vu viéc hdu nhu dién ra hang
ngay, Emily sai t6i di ki€Em mot loat cac thr khac ma chung
toi s€ gui di cung vdi chi€c vay t6i nay.

“Xe cua chi dang dgi ¢ phd 58,” c6 noi trong khi dong
thdi ndng hai may dién thoai Ién va nguéch ngoac viét
nhirng viéc giao cho toi 1én td gidy viét thu cua Runway. Co
chi ngirng viéc mot cut d&€ ném cho tdi chi€c dién thoai di
dong va ndi: “Cam lay, dé phong t6i can goi hoac chi co viéc
gi can hdi lai. Chd tdt may. Va bao gid cling phai blrat dién
thoai.” Toi don chiéc dién thoai, tG gidy va chay xudng pho
58 bén sudn tda nha, van chua biét 1am sao tim ra chiéc 6t
“clia toi” d6 & dau. Cling chdng rd tai sao lai goi 13 6td “cla
to6i” nira. Song chi mdi budc chan ra dén via hé va dang ngo
ngac ngd quanh thi mét ngudi dan 6ng téoc hoa ram béo
quay, mém ngam tau tién lai.

“C6 1a nhan vién mdi clia ba Priestly?” Ong ta I& nhé héi,
ham réng vang khé khéi thuéc van cdn chdt chiéc tdu mau
gu. TOi gat dau. “Toi la Rich, phu trach do6i xe. Khi nao can
xe thi cr bao vdi téi. Toc chua, téc vang?” Toi lai gat dau va
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rut c6 leo 1én ghé sau cua chiéc ghé Cadillac den dgi san.
Rich déng clra ddnh sdm va vay tay.

“C6 di dau?” Tiéng ngudi lai xe hoi lam tbéi suc nhd
khong biét di dau. Toi moi td gidy trong tui ra.

Noi dén dau tién: cua hang Ralf Lauren, s6 355 phé 57
Tay, l4u 6.
Tim Leanne, mudn gi cé néy.

T6i ndi dia chi cho tai x€ rodi ngd qua cuira kinh. Mot gio
chiéu, ngay thang Mugi mot lanh cam cam. T6i, m6t con
nh&i ranh hai mugci ba tudi dudc tai x& chd trén mot chiéc
Cadillac den bdéng téi cira hiéu cau Ralf Lauren. Bung soi 1én
vi ddi. Mat gan bén mudi lam phut luén lach qua dong xe cb
vao giG nghi truamdi di xong quang dudng ngan, lan dau
tién toi biét thé nao la nan un tac xe & thanh pho 18n. Tai xé
tha téi xudng, anh ta sé lugn vai vong quanh khu nha, dgi
t6i xong viéc quay lai. O quay Ié tan trén lau 6 toi hoi tim
Leanne, ddng lic mot cd bé dé thudng nhdy chan sao tU
cdu thang xudng, nom gidi 1&m 1a mudi tdm tudi.

“A 1006!” CO liu lo kéo dai am “6”. “Chij la Andrea, trg ly
mdi cla Miranda dung khong? O day ai cling mé ba &y 1&dm.
Chldc mung chi da vao hoéi!” Co6 ta cudi toe toét. Toi cling
cudi toe toét. Thodt mot cdi, cd 16i mdt tui nylon to t6 bd
dudi gam ban ra va d6 hét ra san. “Pay nay, ching tdi co
quan bo loai Caroline thich, ba mau khac nhau, moét loat T-
shirt nlra. Con Cassidy thi rat mé vay kaki cua Ralph
Lauren, t6i gui chi mot chi€c mau 6 liu va moét chiéc mau
ghi da.” Vay bo, ao khoac Denim, thém may dbi tat tudn
mot déng ra khoi tdi; va téi hd hdc mdm; chd quan do nay
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dd mac cho it nhat bén, nam dda tré con. Nhung caroline va
Cassidy la nhirng cua ng nao cd chu? T6i ngd ngac ngam nui
quan ao. C6 ngudi nao tU té lai di mac quan bo hidphalph
lauren, lai nhirng ba mau khac nhau n{ra?

Chac la vé mat t6i khong dudc thong minh cho 1dm, cha
thé ma Leanne y t xay lung lai va ndi trong khi xép lai
dong do6 vao tui. “Toi biét la may cb6 con gai nha Miranda sé
rat thich. Chuing t6i trang bi quan do cho may co6 bé tu
nhiéu nam nay va Ralph Lauren bao gig ciing tu tay lua do
day.” Toi dua mat nhin c6 day vé biét an r6i chat tai 1én vai.

“Chuc chi may man.” Leanne goi véi theo trong khi cua
thang may dong lai, miéng cudi rang rd. “Chi that may man
co dudc cong viéc siéu hang nay...” Chang can phai nghe hét
cau, téi ciing nhdm ra trong dau khic con lai: hang triéu cé
géi sdn sang xin chét dé dugc lam viéc nay déy. Va & giay
phut dau tién trong ddi dudc budc chan vao clra hang cua
nha tao m&t ndi tiéng va khuan déng quan o tri gia hang
nghin dollar vé, toi cling tin la c6 ta ndi dung.

MOt khi da bi€t dudng di 16i lai, may ti€éng con lai trong
ngay cling nhanh chéng troi di. Toi tu hoi, liéu cd ai phan
dbi chuyén minh danh ra mot phat di ki€Em chiéc banh mi
kep hay khdéng, vi qua that téi khéng c6 su lua chon nao
khac. TU khi nhét dugc moét chi€c banh sirng bd vao bung
lic bay giG sang nay téi chang an thém gi. Ma bay gid da
gan hai gid chiéu rdi. Toi bao tai x& db trudc mot quiy ban
d6 an, vao mua mot chiéc banh kep ga tay véi mu tac mat
ong, va trudc lUc quay ra cling nhan thé 18y ludn cho anh ta
mot cai n{ra. Anh chang hd héc mom, khién téi ngai rang da
lam anh ta khé xu.
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“T6i nghi chac anh cling déi bung roi.” t6i nodi. “SuGt
ngay di xe vong veo trong thanh phd, nhat dinh anh khong
cO thdi gian nghi an trua.”

“Cam dn, rat cdm dn cb, toi 1di xe cho cac cd gai cua
Elias Clark da hai mudi nam roi, toi biét ho khéng than thién
lam. T6i thdy c6 khac han.” anh ta ndi vdi giong dia phuong
nang trich khéng ré mién nao, mat nhin téi trong guadng
chi€u hau. Téi mim cudi dap lai va bong cé mdt linh tinh
chang lanh. Nhung cam giac 8y cling vut bién, ching toi
khoan khoai gam banh trong Iuc giao thong bi tac nghén va
nghe nhac CD ua thich cua anh ta, nghe nhu ti€ng mot
ngudi dan ba hét inh tai nhic 6c bang mot ngon nglr la
hodc trén nén dan sitar.

Diém ti€p theo ma Emily viét cho tdi la nadi 18y mot doi
quan sodc tradng cho Miranda tip thé thao. Tdi nghi la &
Polo, nhung trén giay ghi ro la Chanel. Chanel cling lam d6
thé thao sao? Tai x& dua tdi tdi mdt tiém tu nhén. Ba ban
hang d& luéng tudi, da mat cdng nhiéu [An dén ndi mat hip
tit lai, trao cho t6i mét d6i quan cdc vai thun Lycra trang, cd
0, gan bang kim vao mac treo boc lua va tat ca boc trong
mot tdi nhung. T6i nhin chiéc quan ti xiu nhu cho mot dla
sau tudi roi ngd qua ba ban hang.

“HU'm, ba cd tin la Miranda sé mac d6 nay khong?” TOi
ngap ngung hai lai.

Ba ta nhin tbi tring tr'ng va ngoac mom ra nhu mot
con quai vat chuén bi xdi tai tdi: “Toi hy vong thé, cd em a,
day la d6 may do theo dung s@ thich riéng cua Miranda,” ba
cam cau ndi trong khi trao cho t6i goi d6 bé xiu. “Cho gui I3i
trdn trong nhat cua 6ng Kopelman.” Véng, thua ba. Cua ai
cliing duac.
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Diém ti€p theo trén td gidy Emily dua cho tdi la J&R
Computer World gan toa thi chinh, tan dau kia thanh phé.
Co vé nhu d6 la cira hiéu duy nhat & New York ban tro chai
dién td Warriors of the West ma Miranda dinh mua tang
Maxime, con trai nha Frederic va Marie-Elise Marteau. Lan
nay xe di mat hdn mot ti€ng. T6i mo ra dudc la dién thoai di
dong nay goi ngoai tinh dudc, thich qua, t6i goi luén vé nha
cho b8 me dé ké vé cong viéc tuyét vdi ra sao.

“BO a? Con day. Andy day. B6 doan xem con dang & dau
nao? Vang, tat nhién dang gig lam viéc, nhung con lai ngoi
trén xe, cé tai xé€ chd di vong quanh Manhattan. Con da
xong viéc & Ralph Lauren va Chnel, bay gid di mua tro chai
dién tuU nira, sau d6 con dua moi th&d dén nha riéng cua
Frederic Marteau & dai 10 Park Avenue. Toan cac nha tao
mot siéu hang! Khéng, may d6 nay khong cho 6ng Marteau,
Miranda dang & St Barth’s va Marie -Elise sé& bay t&i d6 dém
nay. Vang, phi cd riéng day bo a!”

Giong b6 t6i hai than trong, nhung 6ng rat vui khi thay
toi sung sudng. T6i hoanf toan khong ban tam lam mot
chan sai vat c6 bang dai hoc. Sau khi trao tdi quan ao Ralh
Lauren, quén sodc va trd choi game cho ngudi gac céng lich
thiép cla tda nha I6ng 13y & dai 16 Park Avenue (thi ra ngudi
ta goi khu nha dé la Park Avenue!) t6i quay vé toa nha Elias
Clark. Vao dén van phong, t6i thay Emily dang ngb6i xép
bang tron dudi san nha nhu moét ngudi da do, dang goi qua
tang bang gidy trang va that bang trang. C6 ngbi gilta mot
nai hop trang dd, phai dén vai tram hay vai ngan chiéc hop
giong hét nhau nam chdng chat gilra hai cai ban cta ching
toi va tran tua ca vao phong Miranda. Emily khdong thay toi
dang ding quan sat c6, mdi hop cb chi can hai phut, cong
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véi mudi 1dm gidy dé that chi€c bang xa-tanh trang. C6 cur
dong nhip nhang, khong thiura 1ay mot giay, dat cac hop
trdng da gdi xong Ién nui hop chét sau lung minh.Déng hop
dad goi xong moc cao dan, nhung déng chua goi cling chang
hé nhd di. Toi udc tinh la c6 con lam bén héom nirfa cling
chua chac da xong.

TOi phai hét 1én dé at ti€ng dia CD nhac thép ky 80 tur
computer cta Emily. “Hello, Emily, t6i vé roi!”

Co quay lai nhin tbi, mdt 14t sau van ngs ngac khéng
nhd ra t6i la ai. Nhung roi c6 cling nhan ra con bé mdi dén
va hoi: “Thé& nao réi?” C6 hoi ngan gon. “Cé ki€ém dudc hét
cac thd ghi trén giay khong?”

Toi gat dau.

“Ca tro chai video? Luc tbi goi dién thi ho chi con c6 moét
hop cudbi cung. Cé 1ay dudc khdong?”

Toi lai gat.

“Va tdt cd d3 dua cho gac cdng nha Marteau & Park
Avenue? Quan ao, sodc, tat ca?”

“R0O, khéng c6 van dé gi, moi viéc troi chay ca, tbi da
ban giao moi th cdch ddy mé&y phut. Chi khdng hiéu la liéu
Miranda cé thuc su mac tat ca..”

“Gudm nao, tb6i phia di vé sinh ngay cai da, tu luc nay
chi dgi chi vé. Chi ngoi canh dién thoai moét 1at dugc
khong?”

“Chi khbéng di vé sinh tu luc t6i ra khdi nha?” T6i hoi ban
tin ban nghi. Nam tiéng déng ho lién! “Tai sao khong?”

Emily that nét dai bang quanh chi€c hop vira goi xong
va mat meé nhin t6i: “Ngoai cac trg ly, Miranda khong cho
phép ai tra IGi dién thoai goi dén cho ba, vi vay tu khi chi
vang mat tdi khong mudn di ddu ca. Toi nghi la chay di mot
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thoang cling dudc thoi, nhung téi bi€t Miranda hom nay rat
ban biu nén téi mudn lién tuc cé mat, phong khi ba ay can.
Chi hay ghi nhé, ching minh khéng dudgc di vé sinh - hay di
bat cir dau - ma khdng théng nhat trudc véi nhau. Ching
minh phai lam viéc véi nhau, lam sao dat dudc két qua tot
nhat nhu cd thé, ok?”

“Hiéu rdi,” tdi ndi. “Chij c di di, tdi sé khdng r&i khoi day
nra budc.” Emily ddng day ra khoi phong. Téi khéng tin &
tai minh nira. Khéng di vé sinh, chirng nao chua th6ng nhat
ké hoach hanh dong? Cé dung la Emily ng6i day nam tiéng
dong hd lién tuc va dé danh bong dai cda minh, chi vi lo 13
trong hai phut ruGi phi ra toilet chdng may me gia kia goi tur
bén kia Dai Tay Duong sang? Ma chac thé that! Nghe co vé
hoi kinh khiang, nhung t6i cho rang dé chi la su hdang hai
thai qua cda Emily ma thdi. Khdong thé tin ndi la Miranda
mong dgi diéu gi do & trg ly cua minh. T6i khong tin. Nhung
bi€t dau...

TOi rut vai td gidy tir may in ra. b6 la moét danh sach vdi
tiéu dé “Qua Noel da nhan dugc.” Mot, hai, ba, bon, nam,
sgu trang gidy in nhd sit, mdi dong mot tén ngudi tdng va
noi dung db6 tang. Ca thay 256 mon qua. Trong nhu danh
muc qua tang dam cudi NI hoang Elizabeth D& nhij vay. TOi
doc thdy hdp phén trang diém Bobby Brown, dich than
Bobby Brown tang, moét tui dam (lam riéng doc ban!) bang
da, hiéu Kate Spade, do Kate va Andy Spade gui dén, mot
sd ghi lich c6ng tac bia da mau huyét du tir Bond Street
sang trong do Graydon Carter biéu, mo6t tui nngu 16t 16ng
chén cua Miuccia Prada, mdét von gtay Verdura cua Aerin
lauder, mot dong hé nam kim cudng cua Donatella Versace,
mot hom sam banh cua Cynthia Rowley, mot ao con dinh
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ngoc cong vdai tui dam cung bd cua Mark Badgley va James
Mischka, mo6t b6 suu tap but Cartier cia Irv Ravitz, moét 6ng
bao tay 16ng s6cVora Wang, mot ao khoac in soc ngua van
cua Alberto Ferretti, mot cdi chan len cashmere Burberry
cua Rosemarrie Bravo. D6 mdi chi la doan dau. Con ca moét
16 ti xdch du mau du kiéu du c8 cua Herb Ritts, Bruce
Weber, Giselle Bundchen, Hillary Clinton, Tom Ford, Calvin
Klein, Annie Leibovitz, Nicole Miller, Adrienne Vittadini,
Michael Kors, Helmut Lang, Giorgio Armani, John Sahag,
Bruno Magli, Mario Testino, va Narcisco Rodriguez, chi dé
goi ra vai tén Iay Ié. Thém vao do6 la hang may chuc khoan
quyén gop mang tén Miranda gui dén cac t6 chirc tir thién,
may tram chai vang va sam banh, tdm dén mudi tui hiéu
Dior, vai td nén thodm, may d6 gbm phuadng Bong, pijama tc
tam, sach boc bia da, my phdm phong tdm, sdcdla, vong
tay, tri’ng ca, ao len cashmere. anh déng khung, v6 s6 hoa
va cdy canh du dé trang tri cho nhirng dadm cudi tép thé 500
d6i uyén udng tai sadn van dong nhu van thay & Trung Qudc.
Lay chua! Toi cau vao tay minh xem mé hay tinh. Cé that la
minh dang lam viec cho mot ba sép vira nhan 256 mon qua
Noel clia nhitng ngudi n6i ti€ng nhat dia cau? It nhat thi toi
cling cho rang ho rat ndi tiéng. Tat nhién la téi dau co biét
hét tat ca tén tudi 8y, tr&r may ngudi quan trong va cac nha
tao moét. Cling khong biét phan con lai la tén cua nhirng ngé
si nhiép anh, chuyén gia trang diém, ngudi mau, VIP va mot
loat giam do6c diéu hanh cé anh hudng I6n cua Elias Clark.
Trong ldc toi tu hoi liéu Emily co biét tat ca nhirng nguGi do
ai la ai hay khong, thi c6 quay vé phong. Toi gia bo khong
doc méy t&d danh sach, nhung cb cling chang dé tam.
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“Cé kinh khung khdong co ch(? Miranda qua la nguGi dan
ba siéu hang.” c6 tram tr6, vo ldy tap giay trén ban va
cham cham ngd véi anh mat cam than khong sao ta xiét.
“Chi da bao gid dudc thay th( gi tuyét diéu hon chua? bay
la danh sé&ch clia ndm ngodi. Tdi chi in ra d& mudng tugng
con nhirng viéc gi phai lam nirta. Nhung mon qua dau tién
da tdi rb6i. Mot trong nhirng mat hay nhat cua cong viéc &
day la dudc md tat ca cac goi qua ra.” Toi boi roi. Tai sao
ching téi lai m& qua cua Miranda ra, ma ba ay khdong tu
lam 1ay? Mot cau héi khong kim lai dugc.

“Chi c6 van dé vé than kinh khéng ha? Chin mugi phan
tr8m chd qua nay d&ng nao Miranda cling khong va. Mot vai
th qua thi chang khac gi chdi vao mat ngudi nhan, toi
khong mudn cho ba ay nhin thdy. Nhu cai nay nay,” c6 ndi
va nhat ra mot chiéc hoép nhd. Trong do la moét chiéc dién
thoai khdng day kéo dai hiéu Bang & Olufsen mau bac mg,
nam gon trong tay va cé thé sir dung xa may me dén 3.000
cay sO. Chinh t6i cach day may tuan da vao moét cira hang
Bang & Olufsen dé ching kién Alex rd ddi ngdm mot dan
stereo, vi vay tdi biét nd cd gid tdi thi€u 500 dollar va cuc
ky nhiéu cong dung - ngoai kha nang tu goi di h0 ngudi sur
dung. “Dién thoai! Chi cé tudng tudng ra ai dé dé hai dén
muUc tang Miranda Priestly mot chiéc dién thoai?” C6 quang
né cho tdi. “Chi thich thi gilt Iy ma dung. Téi khong dédm dé
Miranda nhin thdy nd, ba dy néi xung |én ngay khi ngudi
nao tang d6 dung dién tu.” Emily phat am chr “dién td” nhu
mot tUr ddng nghia vaGi thd tad vay. T6i dut hdp dién thoai
xudng dudi ban minh va c6 nén cudi. Qua may man! May
dién thoai kéo dai dang nam trong danh sach nhirng th(r toi
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can cho can phong mdi, da vay cai may 500 dollar nay lai
con mién phi nira chr.

“Nay” Emily ndi ti€p va ngbi xép xubng san nha. “Chung
minh goéi thém it chai rugu vang nira. Vai ti€éng nita xong
viéc thi chi c6 thé mé cac gdi qua mdi dén hdm nay. Pdng
bén kia kia.” C6 chi sang mo6t nudi nho nhd sau ban minh,
toan nhirng hop, tdi va gid bay sac cau vong.

“Con day la qua cua Miranda ma minh sé gui di, dung
khong?” T6i hoi va nhat mot hop Ién, goi vao tdm bia trang.
“Phai. Nam nao cling thé. Cac vi chiéu trén dudc nhan mot
chai Dom Pérignon, d6 la cac thanh phan trong ban giam
d6c cua Elias Clark va cac nha tao mét ma Miranda khong
than, ca luat su va c6 van thué cua ba ay nira. Tang gilra
dugc mot chai Veuve Clicquot, da s6 thubc vao I6p nay -
thay gido cua hai dira sinh do6i, thg lam tdéc, [ai xe, van van.
L8p vO danh nhan mot chai Ruffino Chianti - thudng la bd
phan quang cdo, ba si thu y, may cd trong tré hay thé& chd
cho Cara, nhan vién ban hang & cac cira hiéu Miranda hay
dén, va nhan vién cham séc nha nghi & Connecticut. Pau
thdang MuGi moét la téi dat mua may thd nay, hét khang
25000 dollar, Elias Clark tra tién va nha Shery-Lehman cung
cdp hang, va mat chirng mét thdng dé goi qua. May ma
Miranda hién gid khéng c6 mat & van phong, khéng thi minh
phai dem hét vé gdéi & nha.”

“T6i doan la néu dé nha Sherry-Lehman gdéi hang thi sé
dat gdp doi, dang khong?” Toi van ngac nhién vé th hang
cla nhirng ngudi nhan qua.

“Thi dinh gi d€n minh?” Emily lau bau. “Tin to6i di, chi sé
nhanh chédng hoc mét diéu la tién nong & day khong déng
vai tro gi ca. Ma Miranda khong thich loai giday go6i hang cua

https://thuviensach.vn



cong ty cung cap. Nam ngoai t6i da gui ho giay goéi mau
trdng nay, nhung tu goi I8y trong van tr t& han.” Co ndi day
hanh dién.

Chung tbi cUr thé goi ghém dén gan sau gid téi. Emily
giang giai cho tb6i nhirng viéc can lam & cai chdén la lung va
ly thd nay. Trong ldc c6 ta cho toi bi€t chinh xac cach udng
café cua Miranda (café sira v@i hai vién duGng mia) thi mot
c6 gai téc vang - t6i nhd c6 ta thubc vao dam trg ly thdoi
trang - h8t hai khudn vao mot gid dan béng liéu gai to nhu
xe day tré con. Trudc clra phong Miranda c6 khung lai, c
nhu sg [6p tham mém mau ghi dudi thanh cat trugt dudi got
do6i Jimmy Choo néu c6 ca gan budc qua ngudng cua.

“Hello Emily, toi vira 18y dudc chd vay vé. Xin 16i vi hdi
ldu, nhung trudc 1& Ta on ching gdp dudc ai cd. Hy vong
cac cau tim ra dugc mén nao lam sép vua long.” C6 ngd
xudng chiéc gié chat day vay.

Emily nhin c6 ta, khong gidu vé khinh bi. “"bat gidé Ién
ban t6i. T6i sé tra lai nhitng d6 khong dudc chon. Toi doan
1a s& tra lai gan hét chd nady, gu cla co thi tdi biét rdi.” Cau
cubi cd khé ndi thém, chi du dé€ tdi nghe thay.

Co toc vang lung tung ra mat. Nhat dinh c6 khdéng phai
loai trg ly c6 dau 6c xudt ching, nhung tréong c6 dé mén.
T6i ngac nhién, tai sao Emily ghét c6 ta ra mat nhu thé.
HOom nay la mot ngay dai, chay khap thanh phé lam nhiing
viéc vat, hang tram khudén mat va danh tinh ma t6i c6 nhd.
Thoi khong hoi nira.

Emily chéng nanh d&rng nhin cai gio to tudng trén ban
minh. VAn ngdi rtén nén nha trong v3n phdng Miranda
nhung t6i cling nhan ra it nhat hai muai 1am cai vay bang
du loai vai, mau sac va kich cd. Miranda khéng ndi ro la ba
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mudn loai nao cu thé? Co that 1a ba khdng bdo cho Emily
biét dung vay vao dip nao — mau den dé di an tdi, hay dé
chai tennis hoac don gian trum Ién bikini khi di boi vé? Ba
ua vai bo, hay nhung the hgp hdn? Lam sao ching t6i doan
dugc chinh xac ba mubén gi?

Cau tra Ioi khdéng phai dgi lau. Emily khuan cai gio dan
vao phong Miranda va nhe nhang, kinh cdn dat né xudng
nén tham mém canh t6i. C6 ngdi thup xudntgs va bat dau
lan lugt trai tung chiéc vay thanh moét vong xung quanh
nguai.

BO suu tdp qua la dang né: mdt chiéc vay sgi moc mau
hoa van anh ruc rd cua Celine, mot vay quan mau xam
ngoc cua Calvin Klein, mot chiéc vay da dinh cudm den doc
gau do chinh tay Oscar de la Renta lam. Vay do, vay maoc,
vay mau tim odi hudng, cai thi c6 dang ten cai thi lam bdng
len cashmere. Mot s6 dai dén mirc di chdm mat ca, ai co
may cai ngan tlin nhu 4o con c6 gdu chung. To6i ap Ién minh
mot chiéc vay lua nau dai dén bdp chan, hep ngang dén noi
chi vira d0 quan quanh moét bap dui toi. Cai ti€p theo ma toi
nhat ra t’ déng avy la mot dong xody bang vai tuyn va
nhung the phu dén tan dat, trédng nhu dé mac di v hoi
ngoai trdi ¢ Charleston. Mot chiéc vay bo mai di kem vdi
that lung da nau to ban, mot chi€c khac may bang vai nhau
mau bac mong nhu gidy. Té6i ngay ngat ca ngudi.

“Trong cd vé nhu Miranda rat khoai mac vay” t6i noi, vi
chang co gi dang noi haon.

“That ra thi khdéng. Miranda hgi bi nghién dung khan.”
Emily trdnh anh mat cda t6i, c& nhu la c6 vira tu thd minh
bi h&c 1ao. “P6 la mdt trong nhitng diém riéng dang yéu cua
Miranda ma chi nén biét.”
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“Hay nhi!” Toi ndi, c6 tao ra vé thich thd chd khong phai
kinh ngac. Nghién khan? T6i chd trong quan do, tli xach va
giay, nhu hang nghin c6 gai khac xung quanh, nhung khéng
thé goi d6 la “nghién” dugc. Va cach Emily ndi ra diéu &y
ching to cd gi dé khéng binh thudng.

“Miranda nhat dinh can cai vay nay cho mot dip dac
biét, nhung khan mdi la th& ba 8y mé. Khan ciling giobng nhu
danh thi€p clda Miranda vay.” c6 nhin t6i. Chac thdy mat miii
toi thon ra nén cd noi ti€p: “Chi khong nhé hom dén day
phdéng van a?”

“Cé ch(.” T6i vbi vang tra Idi, linh cam la tét nhat khong
cho Emily biét rang bira phong van t6i chi nhd dudc tén
Miranda la cung, ch ddu dé€ y |a ba 8y méc gi. "Nhung toi
khong nhé dén cai khan nao.”

“Miranda khong bao gid di dau ma lai thi€éu mot chiéc
khan Hermés trdng, khéng bao gid. Thudng la quang cg,
nhung déi khi ba 8y bao thg 1am téc tét 1an vao bui téc, hay
1y khan lam that lung. Nhu danh thi€p cdia minh vay. Moi
ngudi déu biét la Miranda luén co trén ngudi mot chiéc khan
Hermeés trang. Thé mdi tuyét chir.”

Dot nhién téi nhan ra la Emily cling cé mot chiéc khan
xanh xo6 qua cac dia quan tui hop cua minh. [ap 16 duGi gau
T-shirt trang.

“Doi luc Miranda thich pha tron, t6i doan la [an nay ciing
thé. Nhung cdi bon ngu xuan bén bd phén thdi trang khéng
bao gid hi€u ndi ba &y thich gi. Nhin cdi cia ng nay xem, c6
kinh khéng ca chd!” C6 nhdn tay gic Ién mot chiéc vay dep
kinh hon, trong no lich su han nhitng chi€c khac moét chut,
di€ém chdm vang 18p 1&nh trén nén néu nhat.
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“Qua dung.” Tdi phu hoa, c6t lam sao dé dit dong budn
chuyén cua Emily, “trong khi€p qua di mat.” Cai vay rat dep,
t6i san sang mac né hom ddm cudi cta minh.

Emily van 13i nhai noi tiép vé loai vai va kiéu cit, vé
nhirng nhu cau va s@ thich cua Miranda, thinh thoang chen
cau binh luan khinh miét vé mot dong nghiép. R6t cudc cb
quyét dinh chon ba chiéc vdy hoan toan khac kiéu nhau dé
gui cho Miranda, trong ldc lubn mém ndi khong nghi lay
mot tich tdc. T6i c6 1ang tai nghe, nhung lic d6 da gan bay
gi® t6i va toi khong ré minh sap chét doi, kiét qué than kinh
hay 1a ra vi mét. Chac la ca ba triéu trirng cung ldc. T6i do
ra d&n noi khong hé nhan thdy cd mot ngudi dan dng to 18n
dén kinh di vira budc vao phong.

“CO KIA!” Pt ngdt cé tiéng ndi dau do sau lung tai.
“BDUNG DAY CHO TOI XEM MAT CO!”

T6i quay phat lai va nhin thdy mot ngudi dan 6ng cao
hon hai mét, da rdm néu, toéc den, dang chi thdng vao mat
t6i. Ong ta khdng chi cao ma con to ngang, vdi t&m than
trén ngot ta rudi nhu chuc xé bung b6 do lién quéan bang vai
bo. Lay Chua! Bung la 6ng ta mac bd ao lien quan. Bung
thé, bang vai bo, bo sat ngudi, that lung, tay xan cao. Lai
con khan nira! Mot chi€c khan 16ng to bang ca cai chan
quédn quanh cd trdu. Ddi chadn to nhu voi dén trong Ung
quan su mau den bdng 16n to béng cai tiéu sanh. Trong 6ng
ta chirng ba muai alum tudi, nhung véi dang vam v3&, nuéc
da ndu va quai ham banh ra ngudi ta dé dodn gia thém
mudi tudi hay tré di ndm n3m. Ong ta hat tay ra hiéu cho
toi dirng day. Toi lam theo. Trong khi t6i khong rGi mat ngac
nhién nhin thi 6ng kiém tra t6i k¥ ludng.
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“AHA, XEM AI VAO LAM O PAY NAAAO,” 6ng ta gao Ién,
tuy giong lai the thé chua ca tai. “CO BE XINH DAY, NHUNG
QUE QUA. QUAN AO THI QUEN KHAN TRUONG!”

“TOi la Andrea, trg ly mdi cua Miranda.”

Ong ddo mat quét doc ngudi tdi, thdm tra ting phan
mot. Emily quan sat tdn trd véi nu cudi giéu cgt. Im I3ng
dén kho chiu.

“UNG CAO CO? BI CUNG VAY DAI DEN GOI? cO DINH
TREU TOI HA? CUNG NAY, NEU CO LG MAT BO QUA, HAY
NEU CO KHONG NHIN THAY TAM BIEN DEN TO TUONG
NGOAI CUA - PAY LA TAP CHI RUNWAY, TAP CHI THOI
TRANG SIEU DANG NHAT QUA PAT. NHAT QUA DAT, NGHE
CHUA? NHUNG KHONG SAO, BE A, NIGEL NAY SE KHAN
TRUONG GIAI PHONG CO KHOI BO BO SIDA NAY.”

Ong dat hai ban tay to tudng Ién héng va xoay ngudi toi
lai, t6i nhan ré anh mat cta 6ng tia Ién mong va dui.

“THAT KHAN TRUONG, BE A. TOI HUA VAY, Vi PHAN
THO CUA cO TOT PAY. CHAN DAI, TOC PEP, VA KHONG
BEO. CO THE CAI TAO PUOC. KHAN TRUONG BE A.”

L€ ra t6i phai thay minh bi xic pham va hat tay 6ng ta
ra khoi eo lung minh, d&€ nghi xem tai sao con ngudi la hodc
nay - chic Ia cong tac vién - lai bdng dung vé tu dua ra
nhirng logi nhan xét thanh that vé dang ngudi va quan ao
cla minh. Nhung t6i khong phan 'ng gi. T6i dua cap mat
xanh 14 cdy than thirnj l1Gc ndo cling nhu dang cudi giéu,
haon thé nira, toi sung sudng da qua ky sat hach. Truc mat
toi la Nigel - moét cai tén nhu Madonna hay Prince - 6ng vua
thdi thdi trang ma téi da biét amut trén tivi, trong cac tap
chi va bai viét  muc xa hoi, khap nai, va 6ng ay khen toi
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xinh. Va noi la t6i chan dai! T6i IG di IGi nhan xét vé quan ao
sida. TOi rat cé cam tinh véi 6ng ta.

Sau lung toi, Emily xin 6ng dung quday qua toi nira vi
chung t6i dang ban, nhung téi khdng mudn 6ng ta bo di.
Qua muon, Nigel da di ra phia cuira, chiéc khan 16ng thd phat
phdi bay. Téi khdong kip ndi ra la téi rat vui mung dugc lam
quen 6ng, t6i khong hé bi xic pham bdi nhitng gi 6ng ndi va
rat sung sudng dudc 6ng “tan trang” lai. Chgt Nigel quay lai,
ti€n hai budc dai nhu cd nhay xa cua nguGi binh thuong.
Sung sitng trudc mat téi, 6ng dang hai canh tay luc ludng
om cham lay toi va xiét chat. Dau téi chi cham nguc 6ng, va
toi ngli thady hudng thdm khong thé 1an dudc cia kem thoa
da tré con Johnson. T6i cling tinh tdo 6m lai, nhung 6ng da
day téi ra, chup gon 16n tay tdi ma l&c va kéu the thé:

“BE CUNG, HAY VUI LEN BI TRONG NHA BUP BE!"”
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5

“Ong &y néi gi?” Lily hoi, trong khi dua mdt thia kem tra
xanh vao miéng. Chung t6i hen gap nhau chin gid¢ & nha
hang Sushi Samba dé tdi k& ngay vé ngay lam viéc dau
tién. BO me to6i da nghi€n rang gidi téa thé tin dung cho
trudng hop khan cdp, dé tbi con séng dén ngay phat luong
dau tién chd. Mén cé thu cubn cay va xalat rong bién tam
goi la trudng hdp khén cép cling dudc, tdi thdm cam on phu
huynh da thét dai minh va Lily mot bira thinh soan nhu vay.

“Ong &y noéi BE CUNG, HAY VUI LEN DI TRONG NHA BUP
BE, t& thé day. Nghe cé sudng tai khong?”

Lily tron tron mat than phuc nhin toi, thia kem chua kip
vao miéng.

“Cau vd@ dudc cong viéc ngon nhat ma té tung thay,” Lily
noi. C6 van ludn ti€c rdng da hoc Ién cao hoc ngay ma
khong bd ra mot nam di lam.

“Nghe c6 vé ngon lanh, dung khong? Hgoi ky quai mot
chut, nhung ngon lanh, t& nghi vay,” toi ndi, ti€p tuc thanh
todn cdc kem sd cd la hanh nhan. “Tuy réng té van thich
cuoc ddi sinh vién hon.”

“RO roi. Té bi€t la cau chi thich lam nlra ngay, du trang
trai cho bai ludn an tié€n si dat 1oi mat va hoan toan vo dung
cla cau, td ndi céd chinh xac khong? Cé that cau ghen ti khi
thdy té dém nao cling di boi ban cho I sinh vién vat miii
chua sach trong mot quan bia mat hang, bon giG sang mdi
vé dén nha, ngu chua day gidc da chay dén I8p hay khdéng?
Va trong dau lubn biét rang néu ca chuc ndm nifa co6 lam
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xong ludn an, moét thanh tich cuc ky vi dai, thi cling chang
kiEém dau ra viéc lam.” C6 ngoac mom cudi nhao bang va
noc danh uc moét ngum Sapporo. Lily dang viét luan an tién
si vdn hoc Nga & dai hoc Columbia. C6 di 1am thém vao mdi
phlt ranh rdi. Ba ngoai co cling chi chat vat du 8n, khéng
giup gi dudc, va cd may kiém dudc hoc bong cd ciling chi hy
vong co sau khi lam xong bang cao hoc. T6i nay co co thi
gid ra day la mirng cho t6i lam roi.

T6i can vao miéng moi la Lily vt ra, nhu moi khi Lily
van ca than vé cudc sdng ctua minh. “Thé tai sao ciu con
theo dudi viéc hoc hanh lam gi?” Toi hoi, mac du da nghe
cau tra IGi ca triéu lan roi.

Lily khit mdi chan nan. “Vi minh yéu cbng viéc ay!” Co6
ca giong mai mia. Qua that la c6 it khi thd nhan diéu do6 va
thich ca than han, nhung c6 yéu moén doé thuc su. Co6 yéu
van hoa Nga ti hdi hoc I6p tdm, khi nghe thay gido ké rang
trong c6 vaGi khudbn mat tron va mai téc den loan xoan rat
giong Lolita nhu 6ng lubn mudng tugng ra. Co lap tic vé
nha va ngdén ngau cudén dam thu bac thay cua Nabokoy,
khong phién mudn chi vé toan bo quan hé gilra thay gido va
Lolita, r6i tu d6 c6 doc hét nhirng gi ma Nabokov viét ra. Va
Tolstoy. Va Gogol. Va Chekhov. Khi Lily dam don xin vao dai
hoc Brown, ngudi phéng van c6 la mot gido su chuyén vé
van hoc Nga. Ong thira nhan 13 it tirng gdp ai trong sd sinh
vién, ti€n si hay ngoai dGi ma lai doc va say dam van hoc
Nga nhu c6 bé mudi bay tudi nay. C6 van giif tron tinh yéu
ay, van nghién cfu nglr phdp Nga va cé thé doc tat ca trong
nguyén ban. Chi cé mot chuyén lam c6 thich hdn: than van
vé s6 phan minh.
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“Okay, t6 cong nhan da vé dudc can cau com tu té. Thu
nghi xem: Ralph Lauren, Chanel, biét thu cla Frederic
Marteau — md@i la ngay dau tién day. Nhung cling phai noi
thém la tat ca nhitng th d6 liéu cé dua td lai gan The New
Yorker chut nao khéng? Cé thé hém nay qua sdm dé nhan
xét. Hién t3 thdy moi th{ déu nlra hu nira thuc, cdu hiéu
khong?”

“RO ro6i. Bat ci khi nao cé nguyén vong tré lai thuc té
phi phang, cau biét dia chi cua t& roi day,” Lily noi trong khi
rat vé tau dién ngam khoi vi. “Cau tha thié&t mong gap lai
xom liéu, khat khao thd khong khi cua khu da den phai
khong? Can ho mini cua té ludn chd dén cau.”

Toi thanh toan hda dan, ching t6i 6m hén nhau tu biét.
Lily c6 giai thich can ké cho t6i biét dudng di tu dai 10 5 va
phd Christopher Street vé nha ra sao. Toi thé di thé lai rang
t6i da8 nhd chinh xac cac bén do cla tau dién, dén phd 96 di
bo vé nha theo 16i nao. Nhung Lily vua di khuat goéc phoé la
toi nhay |én taxi.

Chi lan nay thoéi nhé, téi tu nhu, ngdi Iun vao ghé dém
mém va co tranh ludng khi h6i h6i pha ra tu ga lai xe. Cha
gi thi gic day t6i da Ién hang Runway.

To6i hai long nhan ra la cho dén cudi tuan lam viéc dau
tién, moi viéc dai khai cling nhu ngay dau. Ho6m th& Sau
gdp nhau & phong 1é tan trdng 16p lGc bay gid sadng, Emily
trao cho t6i thé ra vao toa nha, c6 dan anh ma téi khong
nhdé chup khi nao.

“Chup bang camera theo d&i,” c6 ndi khi thdy tbi ngac
nhién xem anh. “Mday quay l&p khdp noi trong nha, néi dé
chi biét thé. Cong ty cé van dé Ién vi mat trdom do dac va
trang sU’c dung dé chup anh. C6 vé nhu may ngudi dua
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hang, hay dbi khi ca cac bién tap vién cling cam nham. Bay
gid ai cling bi giam sat.” Co quet thé qua may doc va canh
clra kinh xich ma ra.

“Gidm sat? Chi ndi gidm sat, cu thé nhu thé nao?”

Emily rao budc di nhanh qua hanh lang t&i ban lam viéc,
mong lac di |ac lai trong chi€c quan nhung ké hiéu Sevens
mau nau bod khit. Vira mdéi hém qua co6 con khuyén toi nén
quyét tdm mua mot chiéc, vi Sevens va MJ la hai mac quan
bo hay nhung ké ma Miranda cho phép cac nhan vién mac &
van phong. Va ciling chi mac Sevens va MJ cung vdéi giay
cao got. “MJ la gi?” “Marc Jacobs,” Emily dap, giong ngan
ngam.

“Nh& camera va thé ra vao, ho nam dudc tuong doi ré
moi ngudi lam gi.” Co dat chiéc tui Gucci |én ban, cdi chiéc
ao vest da 6m sat ngudi hoan toan khdéng hgp chdt nao
trong ti€t trGi lanh budt cudi thang Mudi moét. “Toi khong
nghi la ho xem lai cac thudc phim giam sat khi bi mat 4o,
nhung thé ra vao boc 16 tat ca, vi du nhu chi qua quay an
ninh vao nha hay Ién tang nay di qua cUa thi ho biét ngay
chi 13 ai. Ho cling biét 1a ai dang & chd lam viéc. Né&u chi
khong di lam - chuyén khéng bao gid xay ra, tru trudng
hop thién tai dich hoa khing khi€p 1dm - thi chi dua thé cho
tdi quet vao may doc, nhu thé thi nhirng ngay vang mat chi
van dudc tra ludng. Ngudc lai thi chi cling 1am viéc dé cho
toi — & day ai cling thé.”

Toi van hdi chodng vi cu “chuyén khdéng bao gid xay ra
trong khi Emily ti€p tuc bai giang.

“Cam thé nay chi cling I8y d6 an & cang tin. bay dong
thdi cling 1a thé tra tién, chi nap it tién vao dé va mai Ian
mua may sé tru di. Tat nhién la qua dé ho biét chi an gi.”

n
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Emily m& khda vao phong Miranda, ng6i thup xuéng san, v4é
ngay 1dy mot hop rugu vang va bat dau goi.

“Ho quan tdm dén ca dé an cua minh?” T6i hoi, ngac
nhién nhu dang xem phim kinh di Sliver.

“Him, tdi cling khéng rd. Co thé 1dm chd! Téi chi biét la
ho c6 thé lam dugc chuyén 8y. Cad & phong tap cling phai
quet thé, nhu khi mua sach bdo & quay. Toi nghi la rat tién
cho viéc td chirc.”

T6 chire? Téi di lam cho mdt cdng ty mudn “td chirc” tét
thong qua viéc nam virng nhan vién nao |én tang nao, ai
chon xUp hanh &n trua hay xalat, tdp thé duc bao nhiéu
phat trén may? Dugc “cham soc” nhu thé thi con gi bang.

Mét 1a vi d&n hdm nay da 1a bén budi sang lién phai day
sém di lam, tdi cdn ndm phut dé nghi ngoi trudc khi cdi do
khodc va ngbi xudng ban. Pang dinh guc xudng ban nghi
mot lat thi & phong bén Emily hang giong kha to.

“Chi vao day giup toéi moét tay dugc khéng?” Co hoi, di
nhién dé khéng phai cdu héi. “Chi goéi méy th( nay,” cd day
mot chdng gidy gdi qua mau trang sang phia toi roi ti€p tuc
viéc minh. Nhac cua Jewel am am doi ra tir cap loa gan bén
may tinh iMac.

Cat, goi, gap, dan: Emily va tbi lam viéc sudt bubi séng,
chi ngirng tay sau moi Ian géi xong hai mugi 18m hop qua
dé goi nhan vién chd hang tlU tdng trét 1én 18y di. Khoang
gitra thang Chap, khi chung t6i bat den xanh, ho sé tua ra
khdp Manhattan dé trao qua. Qua guli dén céc dia chi ngoai
thanh phé chiing tdi da gdi xong trong hai ngay dau tién ké
tlr khi toi di 1am, x&p san trong kho ddi dich vu chuyén phat
nhanh DHL tdi 1dy. Do buu kién dén tay ngudi nhan ngay
hém sau vdGi chuyén s6m nhét, téi khéng hi€u tai sao cl
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phai vOi vang lam gi - bay giG mdi la cudi thang MucGi mot.
Song t6i da hoc dugc mot diéu la tot nhat chd héi nhiéu.
Ching t6i gui qua FedEx khoang 150 chai Priestly di khap
thé gidi: Paris, Cannes, Bordeaux, Milan, Rome, Florence,
Barcelona, Geneva, Bruges, Stockholm, Amsterdam,
London. Riéng London hang chuc chai. FedEx bay dén ca
Bac Kinh, Hongkong, Capetown, Tel Aviv va Dubai (Dubai!).
Ca & Los Angeles, Honolulu, New Orleans, Charleston,
Houston, Bridgehampton va Nantucket cling sé co6 ngudi
nang cdc chic stc khde Miranda Priestly. T4t cd sé dién ra
trudc khi chai dau tién can dich New York la nai tu hop bd
sau than cdn nhat cua Miranda: ban be, bac si, thay day
Yoga, huén luyén vién thé hinh, gilp viéc, thg lam tdc, cbd
trong tre, lai xe, nhan vién mua hang. Va dudng nhién & ngi
tap trung phan I8n cac thanh phan cua cong nghiép thoi
trang: cdc nha tao mét, ngudi mau, dién vién, chu but,
gquang cao, quan hé dai ching. Ai ai cling dugc nhan vién
buu dién cla Elias Clark chuy&n d&n mot chai, phu hop véi
cap bac.

“Chi nghi la tat ca ton bao nhiéu tién?” Toi hoi Emily
trong khi cat dan dén td gidy gdi qua trang th{ mot triéu.

“Toi da k€ roi, tdi dat ca thay 25.000 dollar mua rugu.”

“Khéng, khdng, tdi dinh héi téng cdng tat ca vu nay. GUi
chuyén phat nhanh toan bdé nhirng gdi nay di khap thé gidi,
co6 nhirng dia chi ma 1&é phi gii dat han tién chai rugu bén
trong, nhat la loai rugu cho tang I6p vo danh.”

Lan dau tién Emily dan mat ra suy nghi, khdng cé vé
miét thi, ngdn ngdm hay hd hitng nhu téi van quen. “Him,
thir tinh xem, FedEx ddi khodng 20 dollar cho mdi buu kién
trong nudc, gui ra nudc ngoai thi khoang 60 dollar, riéng
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khodn nay da hét 9.000 dollar rdi. Toi nghe ai do ké lai la
buu dién cua cdng ty tinh 11 dollar mdi gdi, nghia la gui
250 goi phai tra 2.750 dollar. Con cong lam cua minh nira,
cr cho l1a méat han moét tuan gdéi ghém, nghia la luong cula
hai tuan lam viéc, thém 40 vé ni{ra...”

Toi giat minh nghi tham, thi ra khoan chi nho nhat trong
dé la tra ludng cua hai chldng toi cho ca tuan lao dong.

“O, néu cdng tat ca cac khodn thi khodng 16.000 dollar.
Choang chua? Nhung khong lam khong dugc. Chi biét roi,
Miranda Priestly ma lai.”

Gan mot gid chiéu, Emily kéu doi va xudéng tang dudi di
an chuat gi v8i may c6 gai ¢ bé phan phu trang. To6i cf nghi
13 cd chi &n trua mot 1at nhu chdng toi van quen ca tuan
nay. T6i dgi mudi, mudi I8m phut, réi hai mudgi phat van
khong thay cb6 quay vé. Tu khi téi vao lam, khong ai trong
ching t6i ddm an & cang tin vi dé phong truGng hdgp
Miranda goi dién, that [a ngd ngan. Hai gid, hai rudi, roi ba
gid. T6i goi vao dién thoai di dong cua Emily nhung dudc noi
véi hop thoai tin nhdn. Co ta chét dot ngdt & cdng tin roi
hay sao? Hoc 1a xa lach hay lan dung ra sau khi tong moét
coc kem vao bao tu? Toi nghi dén chuyén nhd ai dé kiEém ho
d6 an dua |Ién, nhung lai ngai phai di nhG va moét ngudi la.
N&i cho cung thi chinh t6i phai tu lo ki€m d6 an, chang I€ lai
xin 16i, té6i khéng dugc phép rdi vi tri cuc ky quan trong cla
nhan vién gdi qua, cam phién chi di 18y cho t6i mot chiéc
banh mi kep dudc khéng a, chi tét qud. Tdi khéng thé lam
th& dudc. B6n gi§ chiéu. VAn chua thdy bdong dang Emily
dau ca va Miranda ciling khéng thay goi dién. Va t6i da lam
mot chuyén khéng ngd: tbéi rdi van phong, khong cé ai thé
cho.
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Sau khi ngd ra ngoai va chac chan khong thdy bodng
dang Emily, tdi chay vat ra phong 1& tdn va &n nut thang
may dén hai mugi nhat. Sophy, cd gai I& tan xinh dep ngudi
A nhudng may ngac nhién rdi xay qua hudng khac. Chéng
rd 1& cd khong thich ching kién nbi s6t rudt cua téi hay
khong mudn biét van phong Miranda bay gid thi€u ngudi
trong. To6i cling khong can biét. R6i thang may cling Ién tdi
ndi, tdi lao ngay vao. Mot ga nhom nhem tudng xi ke, toc
tai vudt keo ki€u 16ng nhim, chén di giay Puma xanh cém,
mim cudi giéu cgt va nhdn nat déng clra. Khoang thang
may con khéi chd, nhung khdng ai nhich moét phan dé
nhudng chd cho téi. Binh thudng ra thi tdi ndi xung |&n rdi,
nhung bay gid dau 6c toéi chi tap trung ki€Em dugc thd gi an
va quay lai vdn phong ngay, khén truong!

Trudc clra cdng tin choang 16n toan kinh va cdm thach la
mot dan séu cang dai hang hai, chum dau vao nhau thi thao
va ngam nghia nhitng ai ra khoi thang may. Cac ban gai cua
nhan vién Elias Clark ddy ma - nhd 18i ké trudc chia Emily
ma téi nhan ra ngay bon ho qua su phan khich 10 liéu khi
dugc ding gilra trung tdm cua thé gidi thai trang. Lily cling
da nan ni xin t6i dua c6 dén phong cang tin nay an trua
nhung cho dén nay tdi van chua cé dip. Nha hang nay dudc
hau hét bao chi Manhattan khen hét IGi nhGd chat lugng
tuyét hdo va thuc dén phong phu - chua ké dén hang déng
khuén mat sang gia. Ngoai ra, k€ hoach lam viéc hang ngay
G van phong troi chat Emily va téi dén mlc chua khi nao toi
qud hai phut rudi dé chon va tra tién d6 an, téi cling khéng
tin rang mot ngay dep trdi sé co du thi giG mai Lily.

To6i lugn tranh dam con gai, thay ca |G quay phat lai xem
téi c6 phai la VIP nao khéng. Nham. T6i don nghi luc bo
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quay khai vi hoanh trang dau phong vdi cuu va bé x6t vang,
ludt nhanh qua cho bay pizza vé8i ca chua kho va pho mat 13
mon ludn chuyén hdm nay (mét cai ban nhd, bi ddy ra canh
tudng, ai cling biét vdi cdi tén “P6 &n chay”). C& diém
ngoan cd nhat van & phia trudc: ddy ban xalat tron (con goi
1d qudy “Xanh,” dan eo thon van hen “G&p nhau & quiy
Xanh nhé!”) dai bang dudng bang phi trudng va cd thé tén
cdng tuU bén phia! May ma ddm déng dé tdi chen vao sau
khi toi I6n tiéng hira sé khong xuc mat may vién dau phu
cubi cung. Tan cubi phong, trg troi ngay sau quay banh mi
la mot quay xup cd6 don. C6 don, bdi vi bép trudng phu
trach cac mén xudp la ngudi duy nhat trong nha bép kién
cudng khong chiu nau moén duy nhéat nao it béo, giam mg,
khong md@, it mudi, hay it ca lo. Chinh vi thé€ ma trong toan
nha an chi cé quay cua 6ng ta khong coé ai xép hang, va toi
lao b& d&n chd dng. TUr khi cé tin ca cong ty chi c6 minh toi
mua xup - téi mdi vao day cé6 mot tuan - 6ng ta han ché
thuc don clia minh xuéng con moét mén xip moi ngay. TOi
khap khdi dgi mon xUp ca chua vdéi pho mat Cheddar, nhung
lai dugc 6ng cho moét bat xup nghéu to tudng, lai con hanh
dién khoe la ndu vdi kem béo. Ba nguGi ¢ quay “Xanh” sirng
sOt quay lai nhin t6i. Chudng ngai cubi cung la dam doéng
vay quanh dau bép ndm sao dén biéu dién & day. Trong bd
dd trdng mudt, dng thé hién cho cac fan xem nghé thuét
bi€n cac khic ca to thanh moén Sashimi. T6i ldm nham nhd
tén ong ta, ti nita vé chd 1am phai doc lai xem do 13 ai, chic
chan tbi 1a nhdn vién duy nhat trong toa nha khbéng biét
ong. Toi nao I6n haon nhi: chua bao gid nghe tén 6ng
Matsuhisa hay Miranda Priestly?
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CO thu ngan nho bé trudc tién nhin vao bat chao, roi
nhin vao vong eo cua toi khi bam may tinh tién. Hay toi
tudng tuéng ra? Toi da quen vdéi chuyén di dén va ldc nao
cling bi ngudi ta sam soi, nhung toi thé la c6 ta nhin toi vdi
mot biéu cdm khdng khéc gi dnh mat tdi danh cho mot
ngudi nang hai ta ruGi dang mua tam chi€c hamburger loai
bu: anh mat dé khé hdi:” C6 nhéat thiét phai an 1dm nhu thé
khong?” Cé I t6i hai bi chirng hoang tudng rbéi. Con bé nay
la ai cd chd? Thu ngan & cang tin! Ch& khong phai nhan
vién tu van vé an kiéng. Khong phai bién tap vién thdi
trang.

“Dao nay it ngudi mua xup”, cd khé ndi trong khi bam s
tién vao may.

“Pung, téi nghi chdc it ngudi thich an xdp nghéu,” toi
lam bam, quet thé vao may, chi chuc giuc c6 ta nhanh tay
lén mot chut.

C6 nglrng tay, dua cdp mat nai nhin thang vao mat toi:
“Khong, t6i cho la 6ng trudng bép xup khang khang doi niu
may thd xdp rat nhiéu chat nay - chi bi€t cé bao nhiéu ca lo
trong bat xUp nay khong? Chi cé tin la bat xUp nay lam
ngudi ta béo ra bao nhiéu khong? Lam ngudi chi can nhin
vao bat xup da tang Ién nam can rb6i..” cé vé nhu cbd dinh
ndi thém: phom nguoi chi khéng dudc phép tang nam céan
nira dau day.

Chodang! Tua nhu chua du khén khd cho tdi khi lubn phai
tu nha rang trong lugng ciia minh hoan toan binh thudng so
vGi chidu cao mdi khi bj cic kiéu nif téc vang cao 18n va
thanh manh cla Runaway dua mat xét nét, bay gid lai con
bi con bé thu ngan nay day nghién la qua can? To6i giang lay
tui d6 an, chen phla qua dam dbéng, di vao phong vé sinh
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ngay gan cUa cang tin, rat thuan tién cho nhitrng ai mudén
thanht oan cac van dé vé an uéng. Ngay ca khi biét chac la
tam gudng trén tudng khéng noi gi khac so vdi sang sém
hom nay, tdi van ngd vao. Mot khudn mat méo xéch vi cdm
trc nhin toi.

“Chi lam cai khi gi ¢ day?” Emily kim giong hét Ién vdi
hinh tdi trong gucong. Toi quay phat lai, thay c6 treo chiéc
4o da trum |én tui Gucci roi day cap kinh rdm |1én tran. Va
td6i hi€u ngay la nhitng gi Emily ndi vGi tdi trudc day ba
tiéng rudi déng hd phai hi€u theo nghia den: cb di an.
Khdéng & cang tin, ma ra ngoai. D€ mac tdi hon ba tiéng
dong ho, khong mot I8i bao trudc. Gan nhu troi téi vao cai
dién thoai, khéng cho an, khong cho di vé sinh. Nhung toi
biét, tat ca su toi té ay khong bién hd dudgc 16i cua toi da bd
di, va sdn sang hng chiu mot trdn mang chui cla cd. May
man thay, cira md& bung ra va ba téng bién tép t& Coquette
sai budc tién vao. Ba nhin hai ching téi tu dau xudng chan,
va Emily vOi chup ldy tay t6i va diu ra khoi phong vé sinh, di
ra ngoai phia thang may. Chung t6i ding d6 nhu bi cot vao
nhau, Emily tdm chat tay t6i con toi bit rit nhu viua té ra
giudng. Nhu trong mot cuén phim, khi tén bat coc gilra ban
ngay ban mat an sung vao lung moét phu nira va bat co ta di
t8i mot can phong tra tan.

“Tai sao chi lam thé& vai t6i?” C6 rit 1én tdng khi day toi
qua ctra phong 1& tan Runaway, 16i toi xénh xéch ra ban. “La
trg ly chinh, t6i chiu trach nhiém vé moi viéc xay ra & day.
T6i biét la chi con md&i, nhung t6i da ndi véi chi ngay tu hém
dau: khéng bao gid dugc dé Miranda mét minh.”

“Nhung Miranda cé & day dau?” Tai li nhi.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Nhung cé thé ba 8y d& goi dién va khoéng ai cé mat &
day dé€ nhéc cdi dién thoai thd td nay 1én ca,” cd hét Ién
trong khi d6ng sam cla phong lai. "Nhiém vu quan trong
nhat - va duy nhat - cua ching ta la Miranda Priestly. Lu6n
ludn. Néu khéng hi€u ra diéu dé thi chi nén nhd rdng ngoai
kia ¢ hang triéu c6 gai san sang xin chét dé dudc lam viéc
clia chi. Bay gid thi chj kiém tra hdp thoai di. Néu Miranda
c6 goi dién thi dai chi thé la xong. La di tong.”

Toi chi mudn chui xudng cdi 16 né ndo ma chét di cho
roi. Tai sao co thé méc mét sai IAm nhu thé& trong tuan dau
tién dugc nhi? Miranda chua quay vé dén van phong thi toi
cb thé dgi dudc chlr. Xung quanh tdi toan la nhitng nhan vat
cuc ky quan trong, vdi nhitng nhiém vu quan trong, ho dat
long tin vao to6i, con téi thi bd rai ho. Téi quay s6 hop thoai.

“Alo Andy, anh day, Alex day. Em dang & dau? Sao
khdng bao gid goi lai ca. Anh st rudt dgi gap em dé di an
t6i nay, dugc khéng? O nha hang nao cling dugdc, cho em
chon. Goi lai cho anh sau khi nhan dudc tin nay. Sau bén
gid chiéu anh lubén luén & phdong giao vién. Anh yéu em.”
Lap tdc toi cam thay ay nay, vi téi da quyét dinh bd hen an
tOi sau cu soc trua nay. Tuan lam viéc dau tién cua toi dién
dao qua, lam chung t6i hau nhu khong thay mat nhau, vi
vay chung tbi du dinh chac chan tdi nay sé di an, chi hai
ngudi vdi nhau. Nhung t6i biét la sé chang vui vé gi khi toi
ngl guc xudéng bén ban an, va tdi can moét bubi t6i dé€ xa
hai, m6t minh. T6i khong dugc quén goi lai cho Alex, néu
dugc thi hoan dén t6i hom sau vay.

Emily d3 kiém tra xong hdép thoai cua minh, cd cui
xudng bén toi. Qua vé mat kha binh than cua co, t6i doan
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rang Miranda khéng dé€ lai ban an tdr hinh nao. T6i lac dau,
ra hiéu la cling khong nhan dudc tin nao cua Miranda.

“Alo Andrea, t6i day, Cara day.” CO trbng tré cua
Miranda. “Toi chi mudn bdo la Miranda vua goi dién lic nay”
— ding tim - “va ndi la ba goi t&i van phong ma khong cé ai
nhac may. T6i doan la cé chuyén gi ¢ ddi, vi vay tbéi ndi la
vUa ndéi chuyén vdi chi va Emily cach day moét phat. Khéng
cé gi dang lo ca, Miranda chi bao fax cho ba ay td Thoi
trang Phu nif Hang ngay. TOi co tG ay & day va fax di luon.
Ba ay cling bdo la d3 nhan dudc rb6i. Khéng van dé gi ca.
Chi muodn tin cho cac chi biét thoi. Chuc cudi tuan vui veé.
NoOi chuyén sau nhé. Bye bye.”

Vi ctu tinh. C6 nang dung la mot vi thanh. Kho tin Ia toi
mdi quen cb6 ta cé6 moét tudn - ma cling chang quen truc
ti€p, chi qua dién thoai - nhung tdic 6 thé dm chdm |8y cb
ta dugc. Cara la hinh anh tucgng phan cua Emily trong moi
phuong dién: nhe nhang, thuc t€, va hoan toan khong dé€m
xia dén thdi trang. Co biét ro cac tat cua Miranda, nhung
khong 18y do lam buc doc qua dang. C6 con cé mdt phdm
chét hiém hoi va ddng quy la cé thé cudi nhao chinh minh
va ngudi khac.

“Khong, khong phai Miranda,” t6i noi vGi Emily va cudi
dac thang, cling khéng han la ndéi déi. “Chuing ta thoat roi.”

“Chj thoat thi c6, mot 1an nay thoéi,” c6 ndi tran tudt. “Va
hay ghi nhd: ching ta ngbi chung moét thuyén, nhung toi
cam 13i. Chi phai bao san khi t6i chay ra ngoai di an, ca
nam mdi c6 mot ban théi - nhung téi co quyén dé. Khong
dugc dé€ chuyén nay xay ra lan nda, hiéu chd?”

T6i cdn rang nén moét ciu tra dlia doc dia. “Hiéu rdi,” toi
dap. “Hiéu roi.”
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Dé&n bay gid t6i thi chdng tdi goi hét chd rugu con lai va
chuyén cho bén chd hang, va Emily khdng nhéc lai vu dao
tdu khoi van phong cua tdi nira. Tdm gid t&i, toi tha phich
ngudi xudng ghét sau cua chiéc taxi (chi moét [an nay thoi)
va lic mudi gid thi tdéi nam vat 1én trén tdm chan chua lat
|én, tay chan dang rong, quan ao khong thém cdi. Trong
bung chua cdé chut gi, vi chi nghi dén viéc ra ngoai ki€m d6
an va quanh quan lac dudng trong khu phd 1an cdn nhu bdn
dém vUa roi la toi lai thdy én. Toi goi cho Lily d& than thd
qua chiéc dién thoai Bang & Olufsen mdi ci’ng cia minh.

“Alo, t& tudng cau va Alex hen nhau di chai t6i nay,” co
Noi

“U, c6 hen, nhung td mét dén chét dudc, Alex déng vy
hodan dén mai. Té phai dat d6 an dén nha day, gu ciing
dudc. Cau hdm nay ra sao?”

“Tém gon vao moét chl la: kinh tdm! Okay, do la hai
chir. Cdu khdng thé tudng tucgng dudc chuyén gi xay ra vdi
t6 hdm nay. Hay cau doan ra rbi day, td su6t ddi toan gap
nhirng...”

“Vao phan chinh di, Lily, t6 mubn thi€p di ngay day nay.”

“Okay. H6m nay moét chang hoang tU trong mong xuat
hién tai I8p hoc. Sudt budi ngdi say sua nghe giang, sau do
dgi t& va hai co thi gid di uéng chut gi khong. Han mudn ndi
chuyén vé bai luan van cua té & Brown ma han da doc
xong.”

“Nghe hay ddy. H&n dugc bao nhiéu phan trdm?” MOdi
budi t6i sau gid lam viéc Lily thudng di choi v8i mdt chang
trai m&i, nhung van chua gdp dudc hoang ti cia minh. Mot
toi sau khi nghe ndéi may ngudi tong dam ban trai ching toéi
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cd mot bang diém dé chdm cac ban gai, diém cang cao cang
tot, c6 cling tao moét bang danh gid cho minh. “Bang dudc
sau, tam, hai cong,” cau ban Jake hay cham cac co trg ly
quang cao ma ngudi ta mdi mai cho anh t6i hém trudc theo
bang diém gém mudi thang. PIEm dau tién dé danh gia
khudn mat, diém th& hai cho phom ngudi, diém th& ba cho
tinh cach. Lily sang tac ra bang phan tram, gom mudi muc,
moi muc 1a 10%. Chang trai ly tudng clia cd t6i thi€u phai
cd cd ndm muc dau: théng minh, hai hudc, phom chuén,
dep trai, c6 cdng viéc kha di dugc goi chung chung la “6n”.
Chang cé thé kiém vai phan trdm nira néu cdé tiém nang
trong nam muc con lai, trong dé bao gom: tuyét déi khong
dudc c6 ngudi yéu cili thudc loai am dau, phuc huynh dd hai,
bjan cung phong thay nguGi yéu nhu thay ao, sé thich tiéu
khién dinh dang dén thé thao hay méy trd con heo. Cho dén
nay, Ung cl vién vién sang gia nhat dudc nhan 90%, nhung
chinh anh ta da cat Lily.

“Thoat tién chang ta cé vé nhu ngdp nghé 70%. Hoc
nghé thuat san khau & Yale, va rat dan 6ng, va chang tranh
luan vé chinh tri Israel mot cach nghiém tuc, ch( tuyét doi
khdng phai ki€u cho ching né mét qua bom nguyén tu dau.
No6i chung la ngon lanh.”

“Nghe rét thu vi. TG kha hdi hop roi ddy. K& nét di! Thé
han c6 van dé gi? Han chi tdn vé tro choi game Nintendo
thoi a?”

“Té han,” co tha dai.

“Han gay hon cau?”

“Té han,” giong cb tuyét vong.

“Con gi trén ddi nay cé thé té hon nira co chi?”

“Chang séng & Long Island..”
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“Lily! K& cling xa x6i cach trd, nhung khéng vi thé ma
khdong dé€ y t&i han nira. Cau cling biét 1a...”

“Nhung chang mudn séng cung bd me!” C6 ngat IGi toi

Thoi chét.

“TU b6n nam nay ro6i.”

Hong.

“Va chang chi thich & canh phu huynh théi. Chang néi la
khdng thé tudng tugng lam sao cé thé séng mdt minh trong
thanh phd khéng 16 nay, khi phu huynh d& c6 mét té6 &m
nhu thé.”

“Thoi thoi, stop da. TS nghi la chua bao giG bon minh cé
truGng hdp nao ma vUra gap nhau lan dau da tor 70% tut
xuéng bac 0. Chang cua cau da lap ly luc mdi, xin chuc
mung! Xin cong b6 chinh thldc la ngay hdm nay cua cau té
hon cla t8.” T6i vuon cang dap canh clra phong sép lai khi
nghe ti€ng Shanti va Kendra di lam vé. Toéi nghe mot giong
dan 6ng 1an vao, va ngac nhién Ia mot trong hai cd cé ban
trai. Trong mudi hdm vira qua, tdi thdy mat hai cd téng
cong khoang mudi phut. Hinh nhu ho con lam viéc lau han
toi.

“Sao lai té? Cong viéc cua cau sao lai té dugc? Cau lam
vé thoi trang cc ma?”

Co ti€éng go cura khe khé.

“Bgi mot giay, c6 ngudi dén. Vao di!” T6i goi ra phia clra,
nghe qua to trong can phong ti teo nay. Chac la mot trong
hai c6 cung nha sap ron rén ngdé vao hdi toéi cé nhé bao chu
nha ghi thém tén toi vao hgp dong thué nha (khoéng!) hay
da mua thém dia giday (khoéng!) hoac cé ai goi dién thoai va
dé lai tin tic gi khéng (khdéng!) - nhung ngudi xudt hién la
Alex.
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“Luc khac té goi lai nhé? Alex vua dén.” Thay anh bat
ngd dén tham, t6i mung qua, nhung tng tham tam t6i da
phan nao ngdp nghé mudn nhay di tdm mot tran rbi chui
vao chan cho khoae.

“Tat nhién. Cho té gui IGi chao, va chd quén rang cau la
ngudi hanh phuc c6 mot chang trai 100% nhu Alex. Mot cuc
vang day, Andy, hay gilr chat l1ay.”

“T& lai khdong bi€t hay sao? Chang la thién than cua té
day,” toi cudi tudi vdi anh.

“Bye bye.”

“Chao anh,” t6i c6 gang ngbi day, roi dén bén anh. “Bét
ngd qua!” Toéi dinh 6m anh, nhung anh Iui lai, gidu hai tay
sau lung.

“Co6 chuyén gi thé?”

“Khong cé chuyén gi. Em lam viéc ca tuan roi, va nhu
anh qua biét rdo em thi em chang thiét tha gi chuyén &n
udng ca. Anh dem d6 an cho em day nay.” Anh dua mot tui
gidy ndu tU sau lung ra, nhu kiéu cira hiéu thuc phdm ngay
xua van goi, mui thirc &n ngao ngat bay Ién. Pot nhién bung
toi cOn cao.

“Khéng thé tin ndi! Sao anh biét 1a em dang c6 dbng
vién minh di'ng day di ki€m d6 an? Em vua dinh bd cudc.”

“Thé thi ra day an nao!” Anh cudi hai long, md tui ra.
Nhung réo san nha khong dd cho cho ca hai. Ching toi cling
khéng ra phong khach dé ngbi an dudc, vi Kendra va Shanti
da 18n ra trudc man tivi véi hai td xalat mua san chua béc
ra. Toi tudng hai c6 xem xong chudng trinh Real World roi
mdi an, hoa ra ho da ngu khi. Sudéng that.

“Bgi day, anh da cé cach,” Alex n6i va nhon chan rén rén
di ra phong khach. Quay vé phong, anh dem theo hai tui
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nylon to dung v6n dé dung rac, trai 1én chi€c chan xanh phu
giudng. Anh 16i trng tuUi gidy lem md& ra hai cai banh
hamburger khéng 16 va sudt khoai tay chién cho hai ngudgi.
Khong quén ca tui x6t ca va mudi cho t6i, tham chi ca giay
lau miéng. Toi vo tay reo Ién, mic cho khudn mat that vong
cla Miranda thoang hién trong dau: “Co that la chi dinh an
hamburger khéng day?”

“TU tu, chua xong. Xem nay.” Alex Iay trong ba [6 ra mot
nam nén thém vi vani, mét chai vang doé con nut xody va
hai coc giay.

“Nha &o thudt cta em,” t6éi diu dang ndi, chua thé tin Ia
Alex hi hui di ki€m moi th& vé, sau khi tdi da dé€ I8 cudbc
hen.

Anh dua cho t6i moét c6c vang, ching t6i cham céc.
“Chang I& em tudng la anh bd 18 cd hdi nghe ké vé tuan dau
tién trng phan ddi con lai cia em? Chuc suc khoée!”

“Cam dn anh,” toi tU tr nhap mot ngum. “Cam dn, cam
dn, cam adn.”
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“Trdi di, n{r bién tap vién thdi trang dén tham nha Kia!”
Jill dién v& vui mung khi md clra. “Xin mdi vao nha dé ba
chi gia nay dudc quy gbi chao nao.”

“Bién tap vién thgi trang?” Toi phi cuGi. * Khong lot tai
chut nao. Goi la 6-sin thi hay hon. Hay chao mung em quay
lai thé gidi van minh di.” T6i 6m Jill cd chuc phat va khong
muodn tha ra nira. Ngay xua t6i rat budn khi chi di hoc &
Standford, dé t6i mot minh véi b6 me luc mai Ién chin tubi.
Té hdn nira Ia sau dé chi theo ban trai - bay gid la chdng -
vé Houston. Houston! Cai vung dat ngap ngua bun lay va
rudi mudi dén phat dién Ién. Nhu chua du kho, ba chi toi -
mot cd gai xinh dep, van hay chir tét, yéu nghé thuat co
dién va lam ngudi nghe rai 1€ khi doc thd - bay giG con nbi
pha thém giong dia phudng mién Nam. To6i khéng ndi dén
th( giong nhe nhang dé thucgng vung Texas, ma am chi moét
ngon nglt cowboy khoéng lan vao dau dudc, nghe nhu dam
vao mang nHi. T6i van chua thé tha cho Kyle cai toi 16i chi
toi dén manh dat bat hanh no, cho du anh ta la mét 6ng
anh ré rat tur té - it nhat Ia chirng nao chua mdé miéng ra.

“Kia, bé Andy, c& mdi lan gap em lai thay em xinh ra
hon. O Runway ngudi ta cho bon em &n th( gi vay?”

ToOi chi udc gi tong lubn Mot qua bdng tennis vao mom
Kyle cho anh ta dung bao gid phat ra cdi giong Texas ay
nira, nhung anh da mim cudi, va t6i chay ra 6m anh. Giong
anh rat nha qué, miéng thi toang toac hay cudi, nhung anh
la nguGi dang mén va say chi toi nhu diéu d6. To6i tu hldra vdi
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minh la sé& khong rim ngugi lai nira, néu anh lai m3& miéng.
“Khong phai thi’c an, ¢ cai ngi ma an ubéng chi la chuyén
mién cudng, chdc anh biét roi. Néu c6 chat gi thi chi cé thé
trong nudc ubng ch khong & dd an. Thoéi cho qua chuyén
do. Kyle nay, trong anh ciling kha Iam. Hy vong la anh cham
soc chi em tU té & chon lang qué khén khé ay cha?”

“Andy, dén tham anh chi di cung, dem theo ca Alex, &
ddé cac em co thé nghi he it lau. Em sé thay, ¢ d6 khong dé
dau.” Anh cugGi vdi toi, roi quay sang cudi vdi Jill, va Jill cudi
dap lai ngay, vuot Ién ma chdng. Sén khoéng chiu néi.

“Anh ay ndi dung day, Andy, Houston giau van hoéa va cé
nhiéu viéc dé lam. Anh chi muén em dén ddé chai thudng
xuyén hon nira. Chi gap nhau & nha nay thoi thi khéng hay
dau,” chi vira ndéi vua di lai lang xang trong phong khach
nha bé me. “Chi dinh ndi la néu em chiu néi Avon thi nhat
dinh cling chiu néi Houston.”

“Andy vé roi a! Jay, con bé thang quan tién chlc & New
York rong I8n vé roi Kia. B6 ra day véi con di!” Me t6i vua tu
bép ra. “Me tudng con goi dién khi xuébng dén ga.”

“Ba Mayers ra don Erika vé cung chuyén tau, cho con vé
cung ludn. Bao giGd cé an? Con chét doi roi day.”

“Cd ngay. Con khéng mubn tdm a? Moi ngudi dgi dudgc.
Trong con hdi nhau nHi sau chuyén di. Khdng sao, moi ngudi
co thé...”

“Me!” T6i dua mat canh bao.

“Andy! Con tréong rat tuyét vgi. Ra day 6m bo gia cua
con moét lan nao!” B6 t6i mim cudi ding & hanh lang, 6ng
cao I6n va van rat dep & tudi gan sau mugi. Ong gidu hop
Xx€p van Scrabble sau Iung, chi cho téi thay tir bén canh. Ddi
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dén khi xung quanh khong ai dé y, 6ng noi: "B sé ha con,
bao trudc day.”

Toi gat dau cuGi. Trai véi mong dgi, toi vui mung chd
don bon mugi tam tiéng dong ho tdi trong vong tay cua gia
dinh, ming hdn bén nam qua ké tu khi ra khéi nha. Ngay |é
thich nhat cua t6i la 1€ Ta dn, va nam nay t6i sé tan hudng
nhu chua bao gid cé.

Chung t6i tu tap trong phong an, dao xdi trong nui thic
an ma me toi dat dua dén nha vao dém trudc 1€ Ta dn, mot
dang truyén théng Do Thai. Banh Bagel, cd hdi, pho mat
kem, ca chép trang va banh xéo khoai tay, sdp xép ngon
mat trén khay bdi nhitng ban tay chuyén nghiép, chi dgi
dudc chuyén sang dia gidy va an bang dao dia nhua. Me toi
cudi sung suéng nhin ca nha lao vao an. Trong me rat tu
hao, tua nhu phai vat va ca tuan trong bép chi dé cho cac
con dugc no bung.

T6i ké cho moi ngudi nghe vé cong viéc mdi, c6 gang
hét sic dé giai thich mot cong viéc ma ngay chinh toi cling
chua hiéu hét. Tom lai la t6i cling thay budn cudi khi ké vé
chuyén goi dem vay dén va nhitng hom ngdi goéi qua tang
va gui di, hay cai thé dién td nho nho gidm sat dugc mobi
dong tac cua minh. That khd ndi ra bang I8, tai sao t6i thay
cong viéc cda minh lai quan trong ghé gém dén thé. To6i ké
hét chuyén no dén chuyén kia, nhung chac la moi ngudi van
thay thé gidi do that xa la. Mot thé gidi cach ngb6i nha nay
c6 hai tiéng dong hd theo mui gid nhung xa nhu 8 hé mat
trdi khac. Moi ngudi gat dau, mim cuGi va dat cau hoi, ra vé
cling quan tdm, nhung t6i nhan ra la ho thay moi thr déu
qua quai di, qua la 1am va qua kho hiéu d6i vdi ai chua ting
nghe tén Miranda Priestly — khac gi t6i truéc day may tuan.
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Ciling chua han cé y nghia gi nhiéu d6i vaGi tdi: moi viéc doi
khi c6 vé day kich tinh, nhu moét san khau hon loan, nhung
rat kich dong va thu vi. Chang phai la mét nagi lam viéc cuc
ky tha vi hay sao?

“Andy, con tin [a m6t nam & do6 sé 6n ch(? Co6 thé sau do
con thich 8 Runway lau hdn thi sao?” Me t6i hadi, trong khi
quét pho mat Ién banh Bagel man.

T6i ky hgp ddng lao dong vdi Elias Clark, nhan trach
nhiém lam viéc mét nam & chd Miranda - néu khong bi sa
thai s6m han, d6 la mot han ché khong nho. Néu tbi du
trinh d6, nhiét tinh va phong d6 dé hoan tat cong viéc thi -
diéu nay khdéng ghi trong hgp dong nhung téi nghe nhiéu
ngudi & phong nhan su, ca Emily va Allison ggi y - sau do
toi sé dugc phép ma dén moét cong viéc nhu minh thich. Tat
nhién khoéng ai néi ra, nhung déu tinh dén mot cong viéc
ti€p tuc & Runway hay it nhat cling trong cong ty Elias
Clark, nhung cac kha nang déu dé ngd. Vi du nhu téi cé thé
viét phé binh sach hay gilt chan trung gian giita cac nhan
vat dinh dam cua Hollywood va Runway. MugGi trg ly gan day
nhat trng hoan thanh mot nam dudi quyén Miranda, 100%
déu dudc nhac Ién ban bién tap cua Runway, nhung toi
khong v@ ca vao minh lam gi. M6t nam lam viéc cho
Miranda la bién phap t6i hdu dé tranh dudc ba dén nam
nam hau ha nhuc nha & ngi khac, sau dé t6i sé kiém ngay
mot cho tU té han.

“Pung thé. Cho dén gid ai cling c6 vé rat tot. Emily thi,
noi thé nao nhi, c6 thé hai hang hai qua, ngoai ra thi moi
viéc déu 6n. Néu con c& nghe chuyén Lily than van vé thi cu
hay Alex phai lam nhirng viéc toéi té trong tuan, thi con ngHi
la minh rat may man. Cé ai mdi vao lam hém dau tién da
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dudc tai xé chd di khdp naoi? Con nghi that day, con ngHi
nam nay sé la moét nam tét dep, va con vui mung ddi
Miranda quay vé&. Con da san sang.”

Jill tron mat phdéng sang t6i mot anh nhin day ham vy:
"Thoi théi, dugc réi ddy Andy. Moi ngudi ai cling biét la hinh
nhu em lam viéc cho mot con me bi bénh tdm than, vay
quanh la mét IG nguoi méu da boc xuong. Va em chi cé
miéu ta moi thd toan mau héng vi em lo la d& cho chan vao
bay.” Nhung chi chi néi: “Andy, nghe rat thd vi, that day.
Mot cd hdi nghin vang.”

Jill 1a ngudi duy nhat bén ban tiéc co6 thé hiéu toi, vi
trudc khi chuyén nha dén x& khi ho co gay chi da lam viéc
cho mot bao tang tu nhan nho & Paris va sinh ra hirng thu
vG@i thdi trang. Chi tiép can véi mot qua khia canh nghé
thuat va tham my hon la thuogng mai, nhung it nhat cling da
dinh dang dén mang thdi trang. “Chung con ciling c6 tin vui
day,” chi noéi tiép, dua tay qua ban nam lay tay Kyle. Anh
dat tadch ca phé cda minh xubng ban va vudn ca hai tay ra.

“Oi, cdm on Chula,” me tdi thot 1én ngay va ngdi phich
xudng ghé, tua nhu dugc ai d6 dG hd qua ta mot tram can
ma ba da vac trén tu hai thap ky nay. “Cling dén luc roi
day.”

“Chlc mung hai con! B6 phai néi la me da rat lo lang.
Cac con c6 phai la vira xong dam cudi dau. B6 me da bat
dau lo lo...” bo to6i nhuédng may phat biéu tir dau ban.

“Hay qua, thé la em sap dudc lam di roi. Bao gid thi
nhdc con ra day?”

Ca hai dan mat ra, va mot giay dai téi nghi la tat ca da
nham to, va tin “vui” cla anh chi chi la sap xay nha mdi to
hon trong cai viing lay ma ho dang séng, hoac Kyle sau bao
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can nhac da rdi khdi cong ty luat cda bo anh va cung vg ma
Gallery tranh nghé thuat nhu chi ay van lubn mao udc. Co |
ching toi da cam dén chay trudc 6 t6, qua néng ruét mudn
nghe tin sdp c6 chau. Do la dé tai ma b6 me t6i dem ra ban
luan tur sang dén toi, tai sao chi téi va Kyle — cha gi thi cling
qua ngudng bam va cudi nhau bon nam rdéi - dén gid van
chua cd gi xuat xudng ca. Trong sau thang vua qua, dé tai
giét thdi gian nay cua gia dinh da phat trién thanh a@m anh &
tam khung hoang.

Chi t6i ha anh mat xubng. Kyle nhan tran. B6 me toi
trong nhu sdp ngat lim. Su cdng thang nhu sd tay vao dudgc.

Jill ding day khoi ghé va di qua chd Kyle, ngdi 1én long
anh. Chi vong tay qua gay Kyle, ghé lai gan mat anh va thi
tham vao tai. ToOi li€c qua nhin me dang choang vang,
dudng nhan bén khdée mat han sau phién mudn.

ROt cudc, ho cuGi khuc khich, quay mat ra phia ban va
dong thanh tuyén bd: “Ching con sap c6 chau.” Va moi vat
birng sang. Va ho hét. Va 6m nhau. Me t6i nhay dung Ién,
nhanh dén ndi chiéc ghé& d6 Iat ra sau va kéo theo chau
xuang rong canh clda kinh. BG t6i 6m cham 1ay Jill, hén Ién
hai ma roi I1én dinh dau. Va lan dau tién sau khi cudi, néu
toi khong nhé nham, Kyle cling dudc nhan mot cai hon cua
bo.

Toi 1ay chiéc dia nhua go Ién lon nudc ngot va tuyén bo
rang bay gid can mot I8i chic. “Tat ca hay nang céc Ién
nao, nang coc chlc Baby sap ra ddi cta ho nha Sachs.” Kyle
va Jill giat minh nhin t6i. “Okay, con biét rang vé ban chat
thi dé la Baby ho Harrison, nhung trong tim ching ta nd la
nha Sachs. Chuc mung Kyle va Jill, bac cha me tudng lai
tuyét vaGi cua dda con tuyét vGi nhat hanh tinh.” Ching toi
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cham du th& dang cdm trong tay, bat ké 1a lon x6 da hay
tach ca phé, uéng mung dbéi vg chéng dang tung bung va
cai bung mdi nhu nhd cua Jill. Trong lUc t6i thu don ban an
bang cach tdng hé&t moi thr trén dé vao tui dung rac, me toi
tim cach do Jill 18y tén nhirng ho hang da khu&t bdng tur 1au
dat cho chau bé. Kyle nham nhap ca phé va to vé hai long.
Gan nla dém, téi va bd 14n ra ngoai dé chai trd Scabble
trong phong lam viéc cua 6ng.

Ong bat chiéc mdy tao tiéng dong mau trdng, thudng
dung khi c6 bénh nhén trong ngay, vira dé at nhitng tiéng
dong trong nha cling nhu tranh ai dé trong nha nghe tiéng
ong ndi trong phong kham. Nhu cac bac si tam ly tu té
khac, b6 tdi cd mot chi€c ghé nam bang da mau xam trong
goc phong, rat mém, téi ua tua dau lén chd ti tay, va ba
chiéc ghé ngbi dé chiu nhu ngdi vong. Ong cam doan 1a dé
chiu nhu trong lIong me. Ban gidy cua 6ng den md, trén dé
chém ché mdét man hinh phdng, sau ban 1a chiéc ghé da
mau den cé tua cao va rat ém. Tu tudng day sach vé tam ly
hoc c6 clra kinh. Mot bd thanh trdc cdm trong binh pha 1é
dudi san nha va may buc tranh d6ng khung - nhirng d6 vat
duy nht c6 mau - lam toan ven kiéu trang tri hién dai. T6i
ngoi xudng san, gilta gh€ nam va ban, va bd t6i cling lam
theo.

“Andy, ndi cho b6 biét moi chuyén thuc té ra sao,” 6ng
hoi, trong khi trao cho tdi nep gd dé x&p quéan. “B& thay con
rat phan khich.”

T6i nhat bay quan cho minh va x&p thanh hang can than
tru6c mat. “Vang, dung la hai tuan vua rb6i cuc ky nhon
nhao. Dau tién |a chuyén nha, sau dé vao lam viéc. M6t noi
ky quadi, kho ma dién ta dudc. Ai cling dep, gay va 8n mac
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rat mot. Va gay an tugng tot. Ai cling té ra than thién, qua
than thién, c& nhu cé bua mé ay. Con khbéng biét nira...”

“Sao? Con dinh ndi gi?”

“Con khong nhéan ra dang sau bic man dé la gi. C6 cdm
giac nhu tat ca chi la mot cai nha xép bang quan bai, bat cu
lic nao cling cé thé dd up xudng dau minh. Con khéng nén
nbi cam gidc khoi hai 1a di lam cho mot tap chi thdi trang,
b6 hiéu ch? Cho dén gid, cdng viéc tudng db6i ngu mudi.
Nhung cling la mot tha thach, vi moi th&r déu mdi ca.”

Ong gat dau.

“Con biét d6 la mdét cong viéc kha siéu, nhung khong
hi€u nd gilp gi dé sau nay tién dén The New Yorker. Con
khdng cé cam gidc yén tdm, moi th& qua tron tru dé tin 1a
cé that. Dy hla hen. Con cé 1&n than khéng?”

“B3 khéng nghi la con 1&n than, con géi yéu a. B§ cho la
con nhay cadm. Nhung b6 cling cong nhan la con gap may
trong chuyén nay. Trong moét nam con sé nhin thay nhiéu
diéu hdn moi ngudi trong ca ddi ho. Con nghi xem! Vua ra
truong, cong viéc dau tién, va con lam cho ngudi phu n{r
quan trong nhat trong tap chi ban chay nhat cia nha xuat
ban tap chi I6n nhat thé gidi. Con sé dudc hoc hdi nhiéu
diéu, tu vi tri cao nhin xuéng. Néu con lubn md mat quan
sat va khong quén nhirng gi thuc su cdé y nghia trong cudc
sOng thi trong mot nam con sé€ hoc hdéi dudc nhiéu han
nhiéu ngudi khac trong ca su nghiép.”

Ong x&p nhitng chit cai dau tién roi ndi ti€p: “Cang suy
nghi ky, b6 cang tin la sé cé nhiéu su kién I6n dén vdi con.”

“Hy vong la bd co ly. Vi con da ngdy viéc cat gidy goi
qua dén tan c4. Con mudn lam nhirng viéc tur t& hon.”
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“ROi dau sé vao do, con gai yéu a, dau sé vao dod. Hién
tai con nghi |a ngudi ta bat con lam nhitng viéc ngé ngén,
nhung con c( tin bg, day mdi chi la budc dau cua mot su ky
diéu. B6 cd linh cam nhu thé. B6 da nghe ngdng vé ba sép
cla con. Ba Miranda nay thudc loai khé nhan day, chac chan
thé, nhung con sé mén ba ta. Va bé nghi la ba ta cling sé
mén con.” Ong ap dudc quan cua téi va tréng rat thoa man.

“Con hy vong la b6 cé ly, con hy vong thuc su.”

“Ba ay la tong bién tép td Runway, tap tri thdi trang, chi
biét ch(?” T6i khdn khoan thi thao vao dién thoai, cd gidu
vé that vong.

“A, toi biét chi ndi gi roi!” Julia, nhan vién quang céo cla
Séch khoa hoc ndi. “Tap chi néi tiéng. Téi thich doc tat ca
nhirng bai cla cac cd gai viét vé chuyén kinh nguyét tham
kin. Co phai la chuyén that khéng? Chi cé nhd cau chuyén
ve..”

“Khong, khdéng, khéng phai td hoa bao cho Ira tudi teen.
Tap chi cho phu nif trudng thanh h&n hoi,” It nhat Ia vé ly
thuyét. “Chi chua bao gid doc Runway that a?” Lam sao cé
thé thé dudc nhi? “Véang, tdi doc tirng chit nhé. P-R-I-E-S-T-
L-Y. Miranda. Vang,” toi ndi vdi su kién nhan vo bién, Téi tu
héi, liéu Miranda s& phan ('ng ra sao khi nghe ké la tdi goi
dién cho mot ngudi chua hé nghe thay tén ba bao gid. Chac
sé khéng xuc dong lam.

“Vang, xin chi goi lai cang s6m cang tét n€u nhu cé thé,
rat biét dn chi,” t6i ndi vdi Julia. “Va néu cod bién tap vién
chinh nao dén, xin chi nhan ho goi lai cho t6i nhé.”

MOt budi sdng th& Sau gilta thdng Chap, chi con mudi
ti€ng nifa la bat dau cudi tuan trong tu do ngot ngao. TOi
phai gdy IuGi dé thuyét phuc cd Julia mu tit vé mét & Sdch
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khoa hoc rang Miranda Priestly la mét VIP ndng ky dé x6ng
xénh lam ngd cac quy dinh cling nhu phét |6 moi logic. Cubc
noi chuyén hda ra phic tap hdn chung t6i mong dgi. Lam
sao ma tdi tudng Mot bubi sdng thr Sdu gilra thdng Chap,
chi con mudi ti€éng nira la bat dau cudi tuan trong tu do
ngot ngao. T6i phai gdy IuGi dé thuyét phuc cd Julia mu tit
vé moét & Sach khoa hoc rang Miranda Priestly 1a mot VIP
nang ky dé xéng xénh lam ngd cac quy dinh cling nhu phét
|G moi logic. Cudc ndi chuyén hda ra phic tap hon chung toi
mong dgi. Lam sao ma toi tudngtugng ra dudc rang cbd gai
ma téi dinh 18y dia vi chu chét cua Miranda ra dé gay an
tugng lai chang hé biét dén tap chi thgi trang danh tiéng
nhat thé gidi — hay ba téng bién tép noodi tiéng & d6? Trong
bén tuan ngan ngui lam chan trg ly ¢ day téi da hoc thudc
mot bai - khoa trucong thanh thé va ninh not don gian la
mot cdu thanh cta cong viéc. Binh thudng ra, chi can nhac
tén ba sép la tdéi hoan toan thanh cong khi thuyét phuc,
ham doa hay gay sic ép cho doi tac.

That rui cho t6i, Julia lam viéc 8 mot nha xuat ban sach
gido duc. O d6 cac tac gia, du cho nho nhoi d&n may nhu
Nora Ephron hay Wendy Wasserstein, cling dudc tran trong
hon mét chuyén gia cé thdm my kiét xudt vé 16ng thd.
Chuyén &y thi tdi qud hiéu. T6i chi cdn nhd lai quang thdi
gian trudc khi nghe thdy cai tén Miranda Priestly lan dau
tién va chang biét d6 la ai - mGi nam tudn ch may. Song
toi cling biét rang thdi oanh liét d6 nay con dau. Toi ghen ti
véi su hd hitng cua Julia, nhung né chang gilp ich gi cho
cong viéc ma tbéi dang phai lam ca.

Ngay mai, th& Bay, tap IV cua Harry Potter bat hanh sé
ra mat, va hai dra con gai song sinh mudi tudi nha Miranda
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mudn ¢4 mdi dra modt quyén. Th& Hai mdi céd sdch ban
ngoai hiéu, nhung toi phai kiém dudc sach vao sang tha
Bay — ngay sau khi sach giao cho cira hang. Cha la Harry va
nhom ban phu thly cla cau ta da cd ké hoach bay bang phi
cd riéng dén Paris.

Tiéng chubng dién thoai dut t6i khdi dong suy nghi. Toi
nhdc may. D&n hdm nay thi Emily di du tin tudng dé cho
phép toi dugc ndi chuyén truc ti€p vdi Miranda. No6i chuyén
& day cb nghia 1a ngét ba chuc IAn mdi ngay. Tham chi tir xa
ba ta con len 16i dudc vao ddi tu cua téi va ngu tri trong do.
TU bay gid sang tré di, ba ta ban sang tdi vdi téc dd sung
may hang trang ménh Iénh va cau hoi va nguyén vong cho
dén khi t6i thd phao rgi van phong luc chin gid toi.

“Aan-dree-aa? Al6? C6 ai ngoai day khdong? Aan-dree-
aa!” VUra nghe ba réo tén la t6i nhay bat khoi ghé. Mét giay
sau toi mai dinh than nhd ra la ky thuc ba khong & trong
van phong - thdm chi con chdng & trong nudc. Hién tai toi
chac la ba chang déng dén minh. Emily cam doan vd@i toi
rang Miranda khéng dé y dén chuyén Allison da dugdc thang
chirc va téi mdi vao lam, vi dé la mét chi ti€t chdang bd cho
ba d€ y. Chirng nao c6 ngudi nhic dién thoai va cung cép
th(r gi ba can thi tén tudi ngudi dé khéng quan trong.

“T6i khéng hiéu ndi tai sao chi nhdc may Ién rdi mai mdai
tra 1Gi.” ba phan. TU miéng bat ky ai khac trén qua dat nay
thi cau nay nghe nhu oan than, nhung giong Miranda rat
lanh va nghiém. Nhu chinh ban than ba. “Trong truéng hhgp
chi chua dudc théng bao sau tung ay tuan & day: téi goi, chi
tra IGi, r6 chua? Co6 gi phirc tap |am dau. Toi goi, chii tra 10i,
chi thdy minh cé du kha nang ay khéng Aan-dree-aa?”
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Mac du Miranda khong nhin thay toi, téi van gat dau nhu
mot dldra tré sdu tubi vua bi mang vi trét mi spaghetti 1én
tudng. “Vang, Miranda, toi xin 16i” téi khé& ndi, dau cui.
Trong khi xin 16i, t6i cdm thay cé 16i that, co 16i vi khong
nhan ra giong ba s6m haon ba phan mudi giay, vi téi khéng
trc khac tra 10i khi nhdc may “Péay la van phong Miranda
Priestly” ma cham mat mot tich tac. Lam sao t6i dam quén
rang thdi gian clia ba quy hon thdi gian cua toi gap boi.

“Thoi dugc. Ton thi gid thé la du rbi, vao viéc di. Chi da
xac nhan viéc dat ban cho 6ng Tomlinson chua?” Ba hai.

“ROi a. T6i da dat ban cho 6ng Tomlinson lic mot gic &
nha hang Four Seasons.”

Toi danh haoi thay gi roi. Sau khi bao toi dat ban & Four
Seasons cach day mudi phut réi goi dién thong bao cho 6ng
Tomlinson, l1ai xe va cb trong tré vé ké hoach ay, gid thi ba
dy lai muén thay dai tat ca.

“T6i thay dbi y dinh rb6i. Nha hang Four Seasons khéng
phai 1a noi thich hgp nhat dé 6ng 8y an trua vdi Irv. Chj dat
mot ban hai ngudi ¢ Le Cirque, va chd quén théng bao cho
ong trudng nhom phuc vu ban la ho mudn ng6i & phia cudi
nha hang. Khong chudng mat ra phia trudc ma & phia cuébi.
HEt.”

Nhi{rng [an dau tién ndi chuyén vdi Miranda, toi c nghi
la khi ba chdm dut bang chir “hét” thi thuc ra cé nghia la
“cdm on”. Ao tudng dé chdm ddt sau tudn th hai.

“Tat nhién roi, Miranda. Cam on.” Téi mim cuGi dat may.
Bén kia dau day to6i cam thay ba ngap ngung, nhu khdéng
biét dap lai ra sao. Liéu ba cdé nghe ra cd choc ngday cua
toi? Liéu ba cé thay la lung khi tdi cam dn vi da bi sai bao
sudt ngay? Dao nay tdi bt dau ndéi cdm on sau mdi ciu
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binh phdm nhao bdng va mdi ménh Iénh doc dia qua dién
thoai. Nhat dinh ba biét t6i cé y cham choc, nhung biét ndi
gi? Aan-dree-aa, téi khbng mubn nghe chi cam on lan nia
déu nhé. T6i cdm chi té y ham on kiéu dy! Thét ra thi ciing
chang la, néu ba ta phat ra cau ay.

Le Cirque, Le Cirque, Le Cirque,tdi 18m bam ndi di noi
lai, nh&t dinh toi phai dat ban & d6 cang nhanh cang t&t, dé
ranh tay vugt qua thd thach Harry Potter r6 rang con kho
khan hon nhiéu. Ngudi nhan dat ban & Le Cirque dong y tap
lv sé cd ban cho cac vi Tomlinson va Irv bat c Iuc nao ho
xuat hién.

Sau khi lugn moét vong qua ban bién tap, Emily ngd vao
hoi Miranda cé goi dién khong.

“Mdi ba Ian théi, va khdng Ian nao doa sa thai toi ca,” toi
hanh dién khoe. “Tat nhién la ba ay cé ndi xa x06i, nhung
khdng doa han ra mém. Ti€n bd ddy chi?”

Emily cudi, theo cdi cdch ma cd van cudi khi toi tu 18y
minh ra lam tro cudi, va hdi vi thanh séng Miranda cua co
mudn gi.

“T6i phai d6i chd dit ban &n trua cho Mister M3-CS-Dd.
Khong rd tai sao viéc dé lai rai vao toi, vi 6ng ay co trg ly
riéng cd ma, nhung khdong sao, ai cho phép t6i hdi ahn cc
ch.” Mr. M3-Co-Bd hay Mu-Cam-biéc la biét danh ma
ching t6i dat cho 6ng chong th(r ba cua Miranda. Mac du
ong ta vé bé ngoai khéng cd gi bat thudng, gidi thao tin
trong bon t6i cho réang 6ng ta vra mu vira cam via diéc,
don gidn vi néu khdng thi lam sao mdt ngudi dé mén nhu
dng lai chiu dung ndi cudc sdng véi ba 8y dugc.

Bay gid dén lugt goi dién cho MG-Co-B3. NEu téi khong
kip lam thi c6 thé 6ng 8y s& khoéng tdi nha hang ding gid.
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Ong vira bay tir chd nghi mat vé dé lam viéc vai hém, trong
dé bilra an trua vdi Irv Ravitz - chu tich hdi dong quan tri
ctia Elias Clark - 1a budi quan trong nhat. Miranda muén ky
cang dén tung chi tiét, c lam nhu day la chuyén gi mdi.
MG-Co-Dd tén that la Hunter Tomlinson, 6ng va Miranda vUa
cudi hoi He nam nay, sau mot khéi dau hi hiru ma theo tin
don la Miranda la ngudi tan tinh 6ng trudc, con 6ng thi e de.
Emily ndi ba bam nhang nhang 1dy 6ng nhu dia ddéi, cho dén
khi rét cudéc 6ng cling ung thuan vi qua kiét sirc khdéng chay
tron dudc nira. Chéng th hai cua Miranda (ca si chinh cua
mot ban nhac héi cubi thap ky 60, b6 cua cap song sinh)
hoan toan bat ngd khi nhan dudc dan ly hon tu tay luat su
cla Miranda. MuGi hai ngay sau khi hoan tat thu tuc li di thi
Miranda da lai 1én xe hoa. Mr. Tomlinson tuan Iénh vg
chuyé&n dén nha Miranda & dai 16 Park Avenue. Téi méi théy
mat Miranda mot lan va chua bao bao giG gap Mr.
Tomlinson, nhung téi da ndi chuyén vdi ho khong biét bao
nhiéu 1an, dén noi tdi cAm thay nhu ngudi trong nha vay,
chan that.

Ba chudng, bon chudng, r6i nam chudng... HUm, trg ly
cla 6ng ta trén dau r6i? Cau trdi, lam sao t6i vé dudc may
tra 1Gi nhi. HOm nay t6i khéng c6 Iong da dau nghe nhirng
chuyén thdn méat va vd bd ma éng Tomlinson rat ua k& I&.
Dung luc d6 thi thu ky cua 6ng nhac may.

“Van phong Mr. Tomlinson day.” thé ngr mién Nam cua
cd ta ngan |én. “Tdi cod thé giup gi dudc khdng a?” Tdi cb
nhin cudi.

“Chao Martha, Andrea day. T6i khong mudn quay ray
ong Tomlinson, phién chi nhan lai cho 6ng rang t6i da dat...”
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“Andrea, chi biét la Mr. Tomlinson [lubn muon ti€p chi.
Chi gilt may nhé.” Trudc khi toéi kip thoai thac thi trong loa
da vang lén giai diéu Don’t Worry, Be Happy cua Bobby
McFerrin. Tuyét. Ong MJ-CS-BJ that khéo chon ra mot am
diéu hoi bi siéu lac quan dé giai tri cho ngudi goi dién dén
trong khi phai cam may dgi.

“Andy day a, c6 bé yéu quy cla t6i.?” Ong khé ndi Vi
giong trdm dé nhan. “Cd bé dinh trdnh m3t Mr. Tomlinson
hay sao day? Da bao lau roi toéi chua cé6 han hanh dudc noi
chuyén vd@i co roi ay nhi?” Lau la gi dau, ndi cho that chinh
x4c 1a méi c6 mot tuan rudi. Ong Mr. Tomlinson khdng chi
mu, cdm va di€c, ma c on cd théi quen ngd ngén la néi vé
minh bang ngodi thr ba.

Toi hit mot hai that sau. “Chao 6ng Tomlinson, Miranda
nhd t i nhén lai cho dng la bita trua td chl’c & nha hang Le
Cirque, ba ndi la 6ng da...”

“Co6 bé,” giong 6ng cham rai va binh than. “Tam gac qua
mot bén chuyén ké hoach dugc khdong. C6 hay cho 6ng gia
nay mot niém vui, va ké cho Mr. Tomlinson nghe vé cudc ddi
minh di. Cd k& cho 6ng &y nghe dugc ch(? Nao, cb bé, néi
cho t6i biét la c6 cod thich dudc lam viéc cho ba nha toi
khong?” Toi cd thich lam viéc cho vg 6ng hay khéng a?
HU'm, ndi sao nhi. Ga con cd reo Ién sung sudng khi bi diéu
hau xo0e méng tum khoéng? Tat nhién la téi vé cung hanh
phtc dugc 1am viéc cho vg éng, 6ng gia dén a. Mbi khi réi
réi, chung téi ddp mé&t na dudng da cho nhau va trao déi vé
chuyén yéu duong cua minh. Séng vdi Miranda chdng khéac
gi mot cudc lién hoan giira cac ban be than thiét, 6ng nén
biét thé. Luc nao cling tran ngép tiéng cudi dua.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Ong Tomlinson, t6i yéu cdng viéc cla minh va rat sung
sudng dudc lam viéc cho Miranda.” Toi nin thd, cau cho 6ng
gia cham duat & day.

“To6t, Mr. Tomlinson rat xuc dong khi thay co yéu thich
cdng viéc dd.” Tuyét vdi, éng gia 1&m cdm a, thé nhung toéi
co xuc déng khéng?

“Cam dn 6ng Tomlinson, chic 6ng an ngon miéng.” toi
cat 18i 6ng trudc khi dng kip dat cdu hoi khéng thé tranh
dudc vé ké hoach cua tbi vao cubi tuan, va dat may.

T6i dua Ilung vao ghé va ngé doc phong lam viéc. Emily
dang nhiu may tdp trung tinh than kiém tra mot hda don
20.000 dollar thanh todn qua thé American Express cua
Miranda. Vu Harry Potter van &n ngi siftng st*ng trudc mat
toi, va téi khdong dudc phép bd phi mot giay nao, néu con
mudn dudc yén 6n vao cudi tuadn nay.

Lily va toi da Ién ké hoach cubi tuan nay chi toan xem
video. T6i mét moi vi cdng viéc, con Lily cling nhic dau vi
hoc hanh. Vi vay, ching t6i dinh ca hai hdm cudi tuan sé lan
ra di vang, chi s6ng bang bia va chip b6t ngdé. Khong phai
loai chip it m& va Coca-Cola khéng dudng. Va tuyét doi
khong mac d6 to t€. Mac du chung toi goi dién cho nhau
lién tuc nhung ti khi chuyén dén thanh phé téi chua thuc
su’ danh nhiéu thdi gian cho c6.

TU hoi con hoc I8p tam, chidng t6i la d6i ban than nhau
nhat. T6i nhin thay Lily khi c6 ngbi khoc bén ban cang tin.
C6 vira chuyén dén day séng vdi ba va bat ddu vao hoc &
truong toi khi trudc do6 cé dau hiéu la b6 me c6 khdng bao
gid quay lai nlfa. TUu vai thdng ho theo chan ban nhac
Grateful Dead (khi sinh Lily ca hai md&i mugi chin tudi va mé
hat hit hon tré con), dé con lai cho mét I8 ban trén nha di
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s6ng tai mot cong ddng & New Mexico (ma Lily van thich goi
13 s6ng tap thé&). Mot ndm sau van chua thaya ho quay v,
ba Lily dén cd tir cong dong (hay tir chd “i ta gido” theo
cach goi cua ba) vé séng vdi minh & Avon. H6m Lily ngoi
khdc & cang tin la vira Iac ba bat c6 cat nhirng lon tdc xodn
thirng ban thiu va méc mot chiéc do dai ma Lily khéng ua
chat nao. Tdi thich ki€u cd ndi chuyén, ki€u nhu “Cau lam
rat Thién” hay “Ta ha ap suat chut nao” va chung t6i nhanh
chéng két ban. Nhirng nam cudi & trung hoc chung téi nhu
hinh v&i bong, |én dai hoc ching t6i 8 chung phong ca bon
ndm & Brown. Lily vAn dung dé&ng gilra son mo6i MAC hay
day chuyén bén bang day gai va con hai lap di so vGi nhitng
ngudi “binh thudng” xung quanh, nhung chung t6i bu tru
cho nhau rat tot. Toi nhd c6. Vi dao nay, khi cb vi€t luan an
tién si nam dau va tbéi vat vd nhu mot nd 1€, ching téi hiém
khi thay mat nhau.

T6i chi mong s6m dén cubi tuan. Nhirng ngay lam viéc
kéo dai mudi bdn gid lam chén, tay va lung tdi é &m. Gid
day t6i phai deo kinh thay vi dung kinh ap trong ma to6i da
quen mudi ndm nay, vi mat qud khdé va méi. Mdi ngay toi
hat hét mot bao thudc, chi s6ng bang café Starbucks (trir
vao luang, tat nhién) va sushi mua vé (cling tru vao luang).
Chd cén bj sut sau trén kiét li roi cling nhanh chéng phuc
hoi, nhung ching lai bién mat t&r khi téi bat dau lam viéc &
Runway. Ly do cé thé la khdong khi & day, hodc su ghé lanh
clla moi ngudi trong ban bién tap dbi vdi tat ca cac th gi
an dugc. T6i da bi mot tran viém xoang, da dé cling tai nhgt
di trong thay - von ven trong vong bon tuan, ma toi thi mdi
hai mudi ba tudi dau. Va Miranda con chua cé mat & van
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phong day! Ké thay tat ca. Toi dang dugc hudng nhiing
ngay cudi tudn nhan nhé 1am chur.

Ngan ngadm thay, thédng bé Harry Potter lai xia vao
chuyén nay. Miranda goi dién tU sang sédm. Ba khdng can
dén mot mot phat dé ndi ra y mudn cua minh, chi cé toi la
I8 ngé ma&i mdi dién gidi ndi I8i ba. Téi d& nhanh chdng hoc
dudc mot diéu, doé la trong thé gidi cua Miranda priestly tha
lam sai mot viéc roi stira sai bang mot déng thdi gid va tién
bac, con hon thd nhén [a khéng hi€u nhitng menh 1énh r6i
mu va kho nghe cta ba r6i bat ba ndi lai Ian nira cho rd. Khi
ba lau bau gi dé vé chuyén mua quyén sach Harry Potter
cho hai dra song sinh sap bay sang Paris la t6i c6 linh cdm
ngay rang nhiém vu nay sé dao I1on ké hoach cudi tuan cua
toi. May phut sau, khi ba ta dot ngbét dat may, té6i hét hoang
ngd sang Emily.

“Trdi di, ba ay vua ndi gi ay nhi?” To6i rén ri va tu oan
trach minh sao hén nhat dén mudc khéng dam xin Miranda
néi lai 14n nira cho rd. “Tai sao t6i khdong thé hiéu 18y mét
chir ndo tUr miéng ba ta? C6 phai 16i cua toi dau, Emily.
Ti€ng Anh la tiéng me dé cua toi cd ma. Nhat dinh ba ay c6
tinh Iam thé& dé tdi phat dién 1én.”
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Emily nhin tdi v&i danh mé&t pha 14n chadn chudng va
thuong hai nhu thudng I€. “Cubn sach nay ngay mai sé cé
ban ngoai hiéu, nhung Miranda khéng cé mat & ddy dé mua
dudgc nén bao chi kifm hai quyén dem ra phi trudng
Teterboro. Sach theo may bay qua Paris.” C6 lanh lung tém
tat lai. Va liéu hon chd cé kéu ca gi vé ménh |Iénh quy quai
nay. TOi 1ap tc nhé ra rang Emily lam tat ca - dang la tat
ca - dé Miranda vlra long; t6i nhin vai va cdm miéng.

Nhat dinh t6i s& KHONG hy sinh mot gidy nao trong cudi
tuan cho Miranda! Va do t6i dudc s dung quyén luc va tién
bac v0 han (cua Miranda) nén t6i cdm dau lao vao nhiém vu
4y ngay dé€ td chlc cho Harry Potter bay sang Paris. Trudc
hét viét vai dong cho Julia & nha xuat ban gido duc cai da.

Julia yéu quy,
Nhu tro ly Andrea cua toi ndi lai, chi la con ngudi rat
dé mén ma tbi phai cdm on ndng nhiét. Andrea ndi vdi
téi, chii la ngudi duy nhat & New York cé kha nang kiém
duoc cho téi vai quyén Harry Potter dang yéu vao ngay
mai. T6i danh gid cao c6 gang va tai tri cua chi. Chi
cling phai biét la chi sé lam hai dua con xinh dep cua tbi
hanh phuc biét nhuong nao. Va chi dung ngai ndi vdi
téi, néu téi Iam dugc bét cu gi dé dén on mét ngudi dé
mén nhu chi.
Than mén chao chi,
Miranda Priestly
To6i nhai chir ky cia Miranda vdi nét bay buém hoan hao
(bd cong hang ti€ng dong ho tap ky dudi con mat giam sat
ctia Emily, c6 cling hudng dan viét chif “a” thr hai cd nét
moc hai dai han), dinh bdc thu vao an ban mdai nhat cua
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Runway - chua cé ngoai sap bao - rbi goi ngudi dua thu hoa
toc dem ngay ca goi dén van phong nha xuat ban gido duc
G trung tam thanh phdé. Cd nay ma khéng két qua thi tai
thanh cling bé tay. Miranda khéng ban tam chuyén ching
tdi mao chi’ ky - nhd thé ba ciling bi qudy ray bdi nhirng tiéu
ti€t lat vat - song néu biét t6i ky tén ba dudi mot bic thu
lich thiép va than mat nhu vay thi chac ba sé nhay chom Ién
mat.

Chi mdi truéc day may tuan thdi, néu Miranda goi dién
doi toi lam viéc gi dé cho ba vao cubi tuan thi nhat dinh toi
sé ram rap cat bd moi k& hoach riéng, nhung gio thi toi da
dd kinh nghiém - va i Iom - dé du di ti chdt cac quy dinh.
Pang nao thi ngay mai Miranda va hai dra nho ciling khong
cé mat & phi truGng New Jersey khi Harry Potter dén nai, vi
vay toi khong cé cé gi ma phai tu tay dem sach ra phi
trudng ca. Cam chéc l1a Julia s€ nha ra cho minh hai quyén,
tdi di ngay vao cac viéc cu thé. Nhdn mot vai sd dién thoai,
sau mot vai gid la ké hoach hoan tat.

T6i chdc chan la vai ti€ng sau, Julia sé bat dén xanh.
Brian, trg ly cong tac & nha xuat ban gido duc, t6i nay sé
cdm hai cudn Harry Potter v& nha dé sang mai, th(r Bay,
khong phai quay lai van phong. Brian sé gui sach lai cho
thudng truc cua tda nha Upper West Side ndi anh &, va
mudi mot gid trua mai toi cho 6t6 ghé qua 1ay. Yuri, tai xé
clia Miranda, s& goi vao s di ddng cua tbi dé bao la sau khi
ay dudc sach 6ng dang trén dudng ra san bay Teterboro.
Hai cuén sach 8y s& dudc chuyén tdi phi ¢ riéng cua 6ng
Tomlinson dé€ bay qua Paris. Tdi thodng nghi xem c6 nén dat
ma& s8 bi mat cho vu nay gidng modt phim tinh bdo kiéu
KBG, nhung chgt nhd ra rang ti€éng Anh cta Yuri khéng dugc
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tlr t&€ cho Idm. Toi cling d& kiém tra kha nang gui sach qua
dich vu DHL dé& chuyén phat theo dudng nhanh nhét, nhung
G d6 ngudi ta khdng bao dam la sé tdi trudc thd Hai, nghia
la cidch nay khdng thé chdp nhdn dugc. VAy chi con phi co
riéng. N&u moi viéc dién ra ddng k& hoach thi hai dra nhd,
Cassidy va Caroline, s6m Chu nhat nay khi thdc day tai
phong riéng & Paris va udng cdc sifa budi sdng sé& dugc doc
ngay chuyén mao hiém cau Harry Potter - sém han tét ca
cac ban chidng tron mot ngay. Nghi dén thé la t6i da rao ruc
ca ngudi.

May phut sau khi phan xong xe c6 va |Ién day cot cac ca
nhan lién quan, Julia goi dién dén. Tuy la moét chuyén rat
mét moi va cd thé Julia bj 16i théi nhg Julia d3 lo dugdc hai
quyén sach cho ba Priestly va trao cho Brian r6i. On Chua
long lanh.

“Khong sao tin dudc, han dinh hon r6i.” Lily hoi khi tua
lai cuén bang Ferris Bueller ma chung t6i vira xem xong.
“Trdi i, t& dinh ndi Ia hdn ta mé&i hai mugi tu tudi, vdi vang
lam gi nhi?”

“DUng thé, té thay chuyén cé vé ki quai.” Toi tra IGi tu
trong bé&p. “C6 thé hdn khéng dudgc bd me cho cham vao
chd tai sadn khéng 16 dang dudc Uy thac quan ly, néu chua
&n dinh dudc cudc séng. DS du 1a duyén cd dé han phai I6ng
nhén dinh hén vao ngdén tay. Hodc co thé hdn c6 don qud
cling nén?”

Lily nhin toi cudi. “T4t nhién, hdn yéu va sdn sang séng
sudt phan ddi con lai cung cd ta la chuyén khéng thé xay ra
dudc, dung khong. Cau cling dong y véi té la chuyén kho tin
lam, phai khong?”
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“Chinh xac. Chuyén khbéng tudng. Cau co6 cach giai thich
nao khac khoéng?”

“Nhat dinh r6i. T6 dang vén man cho kha nang th( ba:
han la moét tén dong tinh va vra mdi nhan ra diéu dé - mac
du t& biét ngay tor dau - va cling hiéu la b6 me hé&n khdng
chiu ndi c s6c. Vi th€ hdn cudi ludn cd gai dau tién ma han
v3 dudc. Cau nghi sao?”

Phim ti€p theo trong chudng trinh la Casablanca. Trong
khi Lily tua nhanh phan gigi thiéu dau bang, t6i vao nha bép
minintong can hdé mini lam hai c6c cacao trong [0 vi séng.
Ca t6i th(r Sau chuing t6i nam udn xac ra xem video, khong
lam gi thém khac ngoai hat thu6c va chay bang. Mai dén
chiéu th( Bay chung té6i mdi cdé hing la ca xuéng khu SoHo
di shopping vai tiéng. Lily mua 4o nit méi cho budi lién hoan
giao thira sap tdi, roi ching téi uéng chung moét céc kem
tri’ng to dung trong quan café bén dudng. Mét moi nhung
vui vé |é chan vé dén nha, chung tbéi bat téi bat lui tivi gilra
When Harry Met Sally trén kénh TNT va Saturday Night
Live. Nghi ngai xa lang sau mot tuan quay cubng da thanh
thong 1€, lam t6i quén khudy vu Harry Potter cho dén tan
Chu nhat, khi dién thoai chgt réo Ién. Chét rbi, Miranda!
May ma do6 la dién thoai di ddng cua Lily, c6 tan chuyén
ti€ng Nga vd@i ai do, chac la ban cung I8p. on Chua, on
Chua, dn Chu long lanh: khong phai Miranda. Nhung viéc
cua téi ddu da xong. D3 sang Chu nhat rdi, va téi van chua
biét m&y quyén sach khdn nan kia da sang Paris chua. TOi
tan hudng cubi tuan theo quyét tam da vach ra moét cach
say sua dén ndi quén ca kiém tra céng viéc. T4t nhién toi
van md dién thoai di dong va dé chudng & mulc to nhéat,
nhung chdng may ai dé goi dién dé bdo co su cb thi dang

https://thuviensach.vn



nao cling qua muon va khdéng lam gi dudc nifa. LE ra hdm
qua tdi nén cdn than phong xa va xac dinh véi tirng ngudi
trong cudc la moi cong doan trong ké hoach chi li tuyét vai
clia téi déu on thoa ca.

Toi bdi trong tui d6 dem theo, tim chiéc dién thoai di
dong cua Runway phat cho ma nhd nd ldc nao téi cling chi
cach Miranda bay con s6. Tim mai mdi thay né & tan day tui
dudi md& quan 16t, roi téi lai Ian ra giuGng. Man hinh bao la &
day ngoai vung phu song, nhung linh tinh bao cho to6i biét
rang Miranda da goi dién va bi néi thang vdi hop thoai. Sao
ma toéi cam thu cdi dién thoai nay thé. Va cai dién thoai
Bang & Olufsen mdi tinh & nha nira. Toi ghét ca dién thoai
cua Lily. Ghét tat ca dién thoai trén dcoi, ghét luén 0Ong
Alexander Graham Bell da phat minh ra nd. Lam viéc cho
Miranda dong nghia vdi viéc chiu dung nhiéu hiéu (*fng phu
trong cubc s6ng thudng nhat, nhung dién nhat la l1ong cam
thu v6 bd bén ma toi danh cho cac loai dién thoai.

Pa s6 nhitng ngudi khac cdm nhan tiéng chudng dién
thoai nhu mdt tin hiéu vui. Ai d6 tim ho d& chao héi, tham
stiic khde, hay ban ké hoach. Vi toi thi tiEng chudng that
dang sg hai va lo lang dén ding tim. Tuy rang trudc day
khong khi nao t6i s’ dung céng dung bao cubc goi ddi,
nhung ky xong hgp dong lao dong & Runway thi to6i phai bat
bdo cubc goi dgi (dé Miranda khéng bao gid bi nghe tin hiéu
ban), hién thi s6 dién goi dén (dé trdnh cac cubc goi
Miranda), bdo cudc goi dgi v8i s6 dién cua ngudi goi (dé
tranh ti€p ba ta khi dang ndi véi ngudi khac) va kich hoat
hép thoai (d€ ba ta khéng nhan ra la téi tré6n b3t may, vi it
nhat thi cling nghe dudc bang ghi am tra I3i). Tat ca nhitng
dich vu gia t&ng dé tén 50 dollar mdi thang, nhung cling
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dang dong tién bat gao, vi ching gilr cho t6i dugc ranh rang
dau 6c. Théat ra cling chdng han dudc ranh rang, nhung toi
dudc canh bao.

V@i dién thoai di dong thi nhitng rao can hitu hiéu do
chanltg cé ich gi. N6 c6 nhitng cong nhu dién thoai ban,
duong nhién, nhung Miranda cho rang chang c6 bat c ly do
gi dé tat no di ca. Toi lUc ndo cling phai san sang nhan dién.
Khi Emily trao cho toi dién thoai - trang bi bat budc &
Runway - va dan lubn md may, toi da rut re hodi khi nao
dugc tat dién thoai, nhung co6 1ap tic gat ngay.

“Thé Iuc di ngu thi sao?” T6i c6 hdi moét cach vo vong.

“Thi thic day ma nghe dién ch sao nira.” c6 vua tra I0i
vUa gilia lai méng tay bi sut.

“Con néu dang ng6i ¢ mot nha hang sang trong?”

“Thi chi Idm nhu mdi ngudi New York van lam: vira &n
vUa goi dién.”

“O béc si phu khoa ciling thé&?”

“Bac si phu khoa c6 kham tai dau?” Ok, dudc roi, toi
hiéu roi.

T6i mién cudng véi cai dién thoai di ddng khén nan
nhung khdng IG nd di dugc. Vi nd ma t6i bi cot vao Miranda
nhu dda tré chua dudc cat rén, rdi nd ra la téi mat dudng
khi dé ton tai va I18n 1&n. Miranda goi dién lién tuc, va toi
phan xa nhu con choé trong thi nghiém cua Pavlov. Reng
reng - tay tu dong nam thanh qua dam, vai u6n Ién. Reng
reng reng reng. Oi tai sao ba ta khong dé cho tdi yén, troi
gi, hday quén di la t6i co trén ddi nay - mo6 hoéi rin ra trén
trdn. Nhirng ngay cudi tuan tdi d& quén kiém tra xem may
c6 trong vung phu séng hay khéng , c y lai la n€u c6 van
dé gi thi chudng da réo. D6 1a sai 1dm th{ nhat. T6i tim
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khap phong mdi tim ra mot noi cé song cho mang AT&T, roi
nin thd bam s6 dén hop thoai.

Me toi dé lai mdt tin nhan rat dang yéu, chic toi vui vé
v@i Lily. MOt nguGi ban & San Francisco tuan nay cé cong
chuyén & New York va goi t6i di chagi cung. Chi téi nhac chd
quén gui thiép mung sinh nhat cho 6ng anh ré. Va lic toi
tudng la tai qua nan khéi thi trong 6ng nghe vang Ién giong
ndi dac Anh dang sg. “Aan-dree-aa. Miranda day. Bay gid la
chin gitro sdng Chu nhat & Paris va hai chda bé van chua
nhén dugc séch. Goi dién lai cho tdi & khach san Ritz d& bao
chdc chan la sach sdp dén r6 chua. Hét.”

Toi 'c nd con ngudi. Nhu moi khi, khdng c6 mét I8i than
thién, khong chao hoi, tam biét hay cam on. Chuyén dudng
nhién. Nhung dé nhat la da gan nuira ngay tr6i qua tu khi co
tin nhdn ma toi van chua goi dién lai cho ba. Bu ly do dé bi
sa thai, t6i biét, va dé la chuyén bat kha khang. Nhu moét ké
nghi€p du, téi da y lai k€ hoach t6i da vach ra rat hoan hao,
thdm chi chdng thém dé y Ia Yuri khdng goi dién lai d& bdo
da ldy sach va dem td&i san bay. T6i voi tra dnah ba trong
may va goi ngay vao dién thoai di ddng cua Yuri. Miranda
tat nhién cling trang bi cho Yuri mot chiéc dé sdn sang nhéan
|énh 24/24.

“Al® Yuri, Andrea day. Xin 16i d& qudy qua 6ng vao Chu
nhat. Toi chi mudn héi hdm qua 6ng da lay sach & dia chi da
noi chua?”

“Al6 Andy, rat vui dudc nghe ti€ng cd,” giong Nga ngong
nghiu clia 6ng nhu an Ui tdi. Ngay tu khi gap t6i Ian dau 6ng
da goi toi bang cai tén Andy than mat, nhu mo6t 6ng chd
trong nha vay, nghe dé cdm tinh ch& khéng nhu Mr. M&-C&-
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Do, “Tat nhién t6i di lay sach duang nhu IGi c6 dan. T6i mudn
giup c6 ma.”

“Vang, vang, Yuri, chi vi Miranda vUra nhan tin cho t6i la
ba 4y van chua nhan dudc sach, va tdi khong biét 1a da xay
ra chuyén gi.”

Yuri im lang mot 1at, sau d6 6ng dua toi tén va s6 may
cua phi cong lai chuyén may bay riéng téi qua.

“Cam dn, cam dn 6ng rat nhiéu,” t6i noi va vOi vang
nguéch ngoac ghi lai. Hy vong la tay phi cong giup toi tiép.
“Toi phai goi dién ngay. Xin 16i khdng noi chuyén tiép dugc,
chuc 6ng cubi tuan vui vé.”

“Chuc c6 cubi tuan vui vé, Andy. Toi tin la anh phi cong
sé giiup chi tim dugc sach. Chuc chi may man.” 6ng hén hé
noi va cup may.

Lily dang lam banh qué. T6i cling mubén phu c6 moét tay,
nhung toi phai giai quyét vu nay ngay, khéng thi mat viéc
nhu b&n. Co thé tdi dd méat viéc roi cling nén, chi téi chua ai
noéi vai téi ma théi. O vuong qudc Runway nay da ting xay
ra chuyén moét bién tép vién thdi trang bi dudi viéc khi dang
hudng tuan trang mat. Va cb ta cling chi biét tin dé khi tinh
cG doc tG Thdai trang Phu nif Hdng ngay & dao Bali. Toi vOi
nhan s6 dién thoai cua tay phi cong ma Yuri vua dua cho.
Buc that, chi gap tin nhan tu dong.

“Al6 Jonathan, day la Andrea Sachs & tap chi Runway.
T6i lam trg ly cho Miranda Priestly, va dinh hodi 6ng vé
chuy&n bay hom qua. O, bay gid téi mdi nhd ra 1a cé khi
ong van con & Paris hodc dang trén dudng vé. Vang, toi chi
mudn hoi xem ma&y quyén sach, vang, tat nhién 1a ca éng
ni{ra, da ha canh an toan xudng Paris chua. Phién 6ng goi lai
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cho t6i theo s6 917-555-8702, cang sém cang tét. Cam on
ong. Bye bye.”

Toi suy nghi, liéu ¢ nén goi cho 1& tdn clda khach san
Ritz va hdi c6 ai nhd da nhan dudc sach tUr san bay tu nhan
ngoai 6 Paris chuyén dén, nhung lai suc nhd ngay rang dién
thoai cua toi khéng goi ra nudc ngoai dugc. Thé day, hang
dong cong dung, nhung tat nhién riéng cai toi can thi khong
cé. Bung luc do6 Lily cat ti€éng goi, c6 da lam xong cho toi
mot dia banh qué va café. Toi vao bé€p lay d6 an. C6 dang
nham nhap mot ly Martini d6. Khi€p qua. Ai lai ubng rugu
vao sang Chu nhat co cha?

“Lai cé chuyén gi véi Miranda rbi ha?” Cé ndi vdi giong
théng cam.

T6i gat. “T& nghi rang 18n nay chang con gi dé clu vét
nira.” Toi khoan khoai don 1ay dia d6 an. “Chac té mat viéc
roi.”

“O cung, lic nao cau cling noi thé&. Ba &y sé khong dudi
cau dau. Tham chi ba ay con chua thay cau lam viéc vat va
ra sao. Ba ay khén ngoan thi nén giltr cau. Cau dung la co
cong viéc thu vi nhat thé gidi!”

T6i nghi ngai nhin c6 va ép minh phai gilr binh tinh.

T8 noi cd dung khdéng?” C6 noi. “Ba Miranda cua cau
nghe cé vé khd chiéu va hgi dién dién. Nhung cé ai lai
khong thé€? Bu lai thi cau nhan dugc khéi giay dép, my
ph&m, quan 4o va lam dau mién phi. Chi tinh riéng quéan o
théi! Cé ai trén thé€ gidi nay dudc tang quan ao moét mdi
nhat, chi vi hang ngay c6 mat & ndgi lam viéc? Andy, cau
dang lam viéc & Runway, hi€u chua nao? Hang triéu cd gai
san sang chét vi viéc clia ciu day.”
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Toi hi€u. Gig thi téi hi€u ra rang Lily - 1an dau tién ké tur
khi téi gap cd chin ndm trudc day - chang hiéu gi ca. Giéng
nhu moi ban bé va nguGi quen khac cua t6i, c6 chi khoai
nghe nhitng chuyén giat gan vé may c6 a ngoi Ié déi mach
va nhitng ngudi giau cé6 ma tbéi lugm lat trong tuan &
Runway, ch khdng thuc su thdu hiéu ly do tai sao hang
ngay toéi phai vac xac dén dé. Khong phai vi may th(r quan
40 mién phi. Chdng cé th(r quan 4o nao trén ddi kha di lam
cong viéc cla tdi dé chju hon. Ch3c chdn da dén llc toi phai
lam cho ¢6 ban thdn nh&t ddi m3d mat ra, d& c6 nhin thy
tinh canh cua t6i. Phai ndi cho c6 biét. Bung thé! ba dén luc
giai thich cho moi ngudi hiéu chinh xac nhitng gi dién ra &
do. T6i m3 miéng toan bat dau, ding lic aya, dién thoai
cua tobi réo chudng.

D6 chét tiét! T6i chi muén ném ndé vao tudng cho bd
ghét, chi mudn ndi véi nguGi dau day bén kia hay im di cho
t6i nhd. Nhung trong thdm t6i van hy vong [a Jonathan goi
dén bao tin gi do. Lily mim cudi va giuc toi bat may.

“Co6 phai Andrea khéng?” Giong dan 6ng hoi.

“Jonathan phai khéng a?”

“Pung thé. T6i vira nghe hop thoai va nhan dudc tin
nhan cua chi. T6i dang trén chuyén bay vé tu Paris, dau dé
trén Dai Tay Duong. Nghe giong chi c6 vé lo 1dng nén toi
mudn goi lai ngay.”

“Cam dn, cam dn 6ng, toi rat biét on 6ng. Bung la toi co
chuyén lo 1ang that, vi tdi nhan dugc dién thoai cia Miranda
sdm nay, ba &y ndi la chua nhan dudc géi qua. Ong da dua
goi do cho tai xé & Paris roi, dang khéng a?”

“Chac chan nhu vay. Chi bi€t khong, trong nghé nay toi
it khi dat cau hoi, nhung bo cdng bay qua Pai Tay Dudng
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chi d& chuyén moét gdéi qua nhd thi khdng phai ngay nao
cling lam. Chac la th& gi quan trong 1am, toi nghi thé. Mot
bd phan dé phiu thuat ghép tang chdng han, hay tai liéu
mét. Vi vay tdi rdt can trong va trao gdi cho tai x& nhu
ngudi ta da dan toi. Ong tai x& cda khach san Ritz rat tét.
Khong c6 van dé gi.”

Toi cdm dn 6ng va tit may. Lé tan & Ritz dd bd tri cho 1ai
xe ra phi cd riéng cua Mr. Tomlinson & san bay Charles de
Gaulle va dem sach vé khach san. Néu moi viéc déu dién ra
dung ké hoach thi Miranda phai nhan dugc sach luc bay gid
sang gid dia phudng r6i mdi phai. Bay gid thi ¢ Phap da la
budi chiéu mudn, téi khdng tudng tugng ra cd thé co chyén
truc trac gi. Khdng con su lua chon nao khac la phai goi
dién cho 1& tan & Ritz, va do may di ddng cla tdi khong goi
ra nudc ngoai dudc nén todi phai di tim mot dién thoai khac.

T6i vao bép va doc ca dia banh ngudi ngat vao thung rac
. Lily da lai lan ra di vang, n’a thdc nira ngu. Toi 6m tu biét
Lily va hlra sé goi dién lai .

“ K& hoach hom nay thi sao?” c6 rén Ién. * TG da cho
bang The American President vao may ro6i, chi can bam nut
n{ra thoi. Cau khéng dudc bo di, ngay cudbi tuan cua chung
minh da hét dau!”

“ T& biét, Lily, xin 106i cadu. T8 phai lam viéc nay ngay. T4
khong udc gi hon la dudc & lai day, nhung ldc nay thi ba ay
da nadm dudc gay té. TS goi dién cho cau ngay nhé?” T6i noi
va ra dudng goi taxi vé van phong.

Van phong vang ngat, tadt nhién, chdc chdn moi ngudi
dang ngbi véi ngudi yéu la cac chu ngan hang dau tu &
Paris. Toi ngdi trong phong t6i mo, hit sau moét hai va bam
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sG. May man thay, ngudi nhan dién la 6ng Renaud, ngudi toi
quen nhat & khach san Ritz.

“ Andrea than mén, chi cé khoée khong? Chung toi rat
vui mung dudc dén ti€p Miranda va hai c6 bé song sinh
quay lai sém nhu vay,” 6ng ta néi ddi tron tru. Emily d3 ké
vdi toi rang Miranda thudng xuyén & Ritz va nhan vién & do
bi€t rd tén ba va hai da con gai.

" Vang , thua 6ng Renaud, t6i cling biét la Miranda thich
G do 1am,” t6i cling noi doi lai, thira biét la 6ng gia toi
nghiép nay c6 c6 gang dén may thi Miranda ciing luén co cé
gi d6 dé phan nan. Cling phai céng nhan la éng khdng bao
gid nguing c6 gang hoac khéng bao gid ngirng noi déi la 6ng
rat quy Miranda.

“Chiéc 6 td ma 6ng sai dén chd phi co cla Miranda da
quay vé dén khach san chua?”

“Tat nhién roéi, thua chi. Trudc day may ti€ng roi. Toi tin
la trudc tdm gid sang nay. Toi da cr 1di xe cur nhat cua
khach san lam viéc nay,” giong 6ng day ki€éu hanh. May ma
ong khong biét 1di xe cir nhat cua 6ng phai Iong vong quanh
thanh phé dé lam gi...

“ La that. Vi t6i nhan dugc mot cu dién thoai cua
Miranda, ba ay ndi la chua nhan dudc géi hang. Nhung toi
d& ki€ém tra hét ca rdi, 6ng lai xe thé la d& dua hang dén
san bay, tay phi cong thé la da bay tdi Paris va dua no cho
tai xé€ cua 6ng, 6ng thi vira ndi la gdéi ay da dén khach san.
Thé thi tai sao ba ay chua nhan dudc nhi?”

“ CO |18 cach duy nhat dé lam sdng tdo chuyén nay la héi
thang ba &y,” 6ng tung tay vdi giong vui vé gia cay. " Toi ndi
may cho chi nhé?”

https://thuviensach.vn



Cho dén lGc dd tdi vAn ngoan cd hy vong sé& gidi quyét
6n thoa moi chuyén ma khéng phai ndi chuyén vd&i Miranda.
T6i biét ndi gi v48i ba, mot khi ba khang khang chua hé nhan
dudgc gbi hang ? Chang I& ggi y ba chay ra xem trén ban
ngoai hanh lang, liéu nhan vién khach san c6 dem sach dén
do trudc day may tiéng? Hay ba ay yéu cau toi tu gid dén
ti di kiEm hai quyén Harry Potter mdi r6i gui may bay riéng
qua Paris? Hoac t6t nhat la 1an sau t6i thué mot tham td
lubn dm chat quyén sach trén chuyén bay vuct dai duong
va bao dam vdéi t6i khéng cé gi phuacng hai dén no.

* Vang, thua 6ng Renaud, cam on 6ng.

Co tiéng lich kich néi may, roi tiéng tut dai. Toi cang
thang rin mo hoi, chui ban tay u6t dam dap vao chiéc quan
thé thao va cd khdéng nghi dén héu qud gi xay ra néu
Miranda thay t6i mac b6 d6 xo0c xéch nay tdi van phong.
Binh tinh nao, cé gi phai sg, toi tu nha, ba 8y khéng thé
chat dau minh qua dién thoai dugc dau.

“ Ai day?” Ti€ng noi xa lac dat téi khoi y nghi tu an ui.
Pé la Caroline, con bé mdi han mudi tudi nhung d3 hoc
dudc giong goi dién rat hach dich cua me né mét cach hoan
hao. Cassidy it nhat con ndi * A 16” khi nhac may.

“ A 16, cung a,” toi €o ot, tu cam thay xau mat vi phai
gid giong ninh not va&i con nhai ranh. * Chj la Andy & van
phong day. Me c6 nha khong?”

“ bgi day, em di goi.”

MOt 1at sau Miranda Ién ti€éng. “ Aan-dree-aa? TO6i hy
vong ho chi day la chuyén quan trong. Chi biét la t6i khong
mudn bi qudy ray khi dang & bén bon tré,” giong ba lanh
lung va ngang tai nhu thudng Ié. T6i suyt nghen. Chi biét la
téi khbng mudn bi qudy rady khi dang & bén bon tré? Thiéu
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chat nira thi téi hét |én. Ba cd dinh dua vdi téi khéng day?
Ba tudng téi goi dién dé giai tri hay sao? Ba tudng téi dau
khé vi subt hai ngay cudi tudn khéng duoc nghe cdi giong
khén nan cua ba hay sao? Con tbi cd bi quéy ray hay khéng
thi ba chdng cdn quan tdm chu gi? TOi gian dién ngudi,
nhung van hit mot hai that sdu va nhe nhang tra I5i.

“ Miranda, xin 106i, toi biét 13 khdng phai lic, nhung toi
dad goi dién khdp ndi dé lo chuyén gui quyén Harry Potter
cho 6n thoéa. Tdi nghe tin nhan la ba chua nhén dugc,
nhung t6i da ndi chuyén vdi moi ngudi va ...”

Ba chan lai gilra cau hoi cua to6i, tra IGi cham rai va tu
tin: “Aan-dree-aa. Lan sau chi phai chd y nghe cho thung.
T6i khong hé ndéi cau nao nhu vay. Sang sém nay tb6i da
nhan dudc gdéi hang , s6m dén ndi nhan vién phai danh thirc
tdi ddy dé€ nhén cai dd ngd ngén nay.”

T6i choang vang khong tin vao tai minh nira. Chang €
t6i ndm mao thdy tin nhdn, hay mdi tudi nay ma tdi da sém
mac chi’ng Alzheimer?

" Toi goi vi ly do khac, dé la trong goi khéng phai la hai
quyén Harry Potter nhu tdi da yéu ciu. Chi c6 mét quyén
thdi, va chi cd thé tudng tudng ra la hai chdu bé that vong
dén chirng ndo. Chldng nd dugc toi htra 18 moi dra dugc mot
quyén riéng. Tdi mudn chj giadi thich tai sao yéu cau cua toi
khong dugdc dap ing chinh xac.”

Khéng thé. Khéng thé thé dugc. Pang la tbéi ndm mo
that roi, dung la t6i sbng & mo6t thé gidi khac, mot thé gidi
khong biét dé€n phai trai va logic la gi. Ngay chinh t6i cling
chdng dam tin vao nhiing gi trai khody da xay ra.

" Miranda, t6i nhé la ba muén cdé hai cubn, va to6i cling
dat hai cuén,” toi 1ap bap, lai Ian nira tv cam ghét minh c&
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phai c6 gang chiéu long ba ta. ™ T6i ndi chuyén vdi bén nha
xudt ban va tbi tin ho hi€u rdng ba cén hai quyén. Khéng
thé tudng tugng ..”

“Aan-dree-aa, chi biét td6i khong ua nghe ly do ly trau,
bay gid tdi cling chdng hi’ng thd nghe chi ké 1€ lam gi. T6i
mong la khong bao giG xay ra nhitng chuyén tudng tu mot
lan nira, dudc khéng? HEt.” Ba cUp may.

To6i diing duc ra, dé c6 dén ndm phdt, tai van ap vao
ong nghe va nghe tiéng tut tat lién tuc. Trong dau toi quay
cuodng hang nghin cau hoi. Toi sé giét chét ba ta! Va liéu cé
ai diéu tra dugc nguyén nhan khong? Liéu toi c6 nhat thiét
la nghi pham chinh? Nhat dinh khong, bdi vi néi cho cung
thi moi nguGi - it nhat l[a ¢ Runway - ai cling cé dong co
muon giét ba ta. Liéu toi cé thuc su du diing cam nhin ba ta
quan quai gidy chét mot cach tu tUr va dau dén? Cau tra I0i
rat don gian: co. TOi chi con phai nghi ra mét phucong phap
khodi tra nhat dé dua ba ta xubéng sudi vang.

T6i chdm chap dat 6ng nghe xudng. T6i cd thé hiéu sai
tin nhan trong hép thoai clia ba ta sang nay khdong? T6i moc
di dong ra va nghe lai tin nhan: “ Aan-dree-aa. Miranda
day. Bay gio la chin gio sang Chu Nhat & Paris va hai chau
bé van chua nhdn duoc sach. Goi dién lai cho tbi & khach
san Ritz d€ bdo chdc chdn rdng la sdch sdp dén ré chua.
Hét.” T6i khdng lam gi sai ca. Tat nhién, rat co thé la ba dy
chi nhan dudgc mot cudn chdr khong phai hai, nhung ba ta da
gidn ti€p nédi dé 1a 16i cia tdi, mot 16i [Am kinh khdng cé thé
cham ddat su nghiép. Ba ta goi dién IlUc chin gid sang va
khong thém biét rang Iic d6 & day mdi ba gid rang sang
mot ngay Chu Nhat ngon lanh nhat trong thang cua tbi. Ba
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goi dién dé choc cho tdi dién 1én, lam tdi quay cudng, thic
tdi phan khang. D& tdi cdm thu ba hon gép bdi.
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Lién hoan giao thira & nha Lily @&m cung va khong dong,
chi cé vai ban cung hoc va may ngudi quen khac dugc I06i
dén. T6i chua bao gig thich lién hoan giao thura. Néu toi
khong nham thi Hugh Hefner ( chd bao Playboy ) c6 lan goi
lién hoan giao thira la danh cho bon tré ranh, va ndi rang
hom dé 6ng & nha, chi ra ngoai vao 364 t6i con lai trong
nam. TO6i cling thich nhu thé. Tat ca nhitng tro nhay nhot va
rugu bia khong nhat thiét gay hdng thd nhiéu. Vay la Lily
san sang gid tay nhan viéc t6 chirc mdt bifa tiéc nho nho -
thay vi quang 150 dollar 18y mét vé da hdi & mot nha hang
va té hon nita la sau dé ra ding giira trdi lanh bu6t & quang
trudng Times. Moi ngudi tham gia dédng gép mot chai loai
kha kha, Lily mua it phao va giay trang tri, va luc giao thua
da hdi chuéch choang hadi men chung t6i cham c6c chlc
mUng nam mdi trén dinh khu Harlem. Han nhién ching toi
cling hai qua chén, nhung Lily la nguGi ubng hang nhat va
khi moi nguGi ding day ra vé thi c6 da bat tinh nhan su .
To6i khéng mudn dé Lily mot minh trong tinh trang nay, nhat
la sau khi c6 da ndbn mua hai lan, nén t6i cung Alex gdi vai
th(r d6 cua cb vao tui réi 16i co Ién taxi cung vé nha. Ca ba
ngu qua dém & nha toi, Lily trén giuGng ngoai phong khach,
sang hom sau ching t6i cung di an sang mot tran da dai.

T6i thdy may man la ki nghi da qua. Ciling da dén llc toi
phai bat dau chinh d6n cudc séng va - thuc su bat dau - &
ndi lam viéc mdi. Tuy c6 cam giac nhu toi da lam viéc hang
chuc nam & Runway nhung that ra t6i mdi chap chirng
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nhirng budc dau tién. Toi rat hy vong la tinh canh sé tét Ién,
mot khi t6i va Miranda hang ngay truc ti€p lam viéc vdi
nhau. Trén dién thoai nhiéu khi ngudi ta cling lanh nhat,
nhat la khi khoéng thich du lich hoac dang trong tam trang
bat 6n khi 8 xa cong viéc. Toi tin 1a nhitng vu rac réi trong
thang dau sé qua di, va vui ming chd dédn mot vién canh
hoan toan mai mé sap md ra trudc mat.

HOm nay la mong ba thang Giéng, mo6t ngay lanh I€o va
xam xit. Pa qua mudi gid, téi dang & ndi lam viéc va trong
tam trang vui vé. Emily dang hét IGi nggi ca mo6t anh chang
ma c6 mdi gap hom lién hoan giao thura & Los Angeles, cuc
“ hot,” mot ngdi sao sdp nbi chuyén sdng tac ca khic. Anh
ta hira sé dé€n tham c6 & New York trong may tuan tdéi. Toi
tdn chuyén vdi cdu phé bién tap vé tham my & phong bén
canh. M6t chang trai rat dé thuong, b me ciu khdéng hé
bi€t con trai minh la nguGi dong tinh va quan hé tinh duc
vG@i dan 6ng, mac du cau ta hoc & dai hoc Vassar ra - moét
truong chu yéu danh cho con gdi - va lam bién tap vién
thdm my cho mot tap chi thdi trang.

“ Di vdi t6i, Andy, toi hira véi chi la & dé rat vui. Toi sé
gidi thiéu cho chi lam quen vé&i nhitng nhan vat siéu hang,
roi chi sé thay. Chi c tin t6i di, t6i cé ca may anh ban di
tinh dep trai ngat trgi. V&i lai, day la mot bira tiéc cua
Marshall, bdo ddm bao gid cling hay tuyét,” James tram tro.
Anh dua vao ban to6i trong khi t6i md& email. Con Emily tiép
tuc phan khdi liu lo k& tirng chi tiét trong cudc gap g& Vvdi
chang danh ca téc dai cua co.

" NEu khdng ban gi thi nhat dinh t6i sé di cung, nhung
toi nay t6i va ban trai da cd k€ hoach, tu trudc Noel roi,” toi
noi. ¥ TU may tuan nay chung t6i dinh di an t6i mot b{ra

https://thuviensach.vn



thinh soan, mdi day tdi con cat ké hoach vao phut cudi
cung.”

" Thi chi hen anh ay sau dé ciling dugc! C6 phai ngay
nao cling coé dip thdy mat nghé si nhudm téc tai ba nhat cua
thé gidi van minh dau, dung khong nao? Sé cé mat hang
loat cdc nhan vat ndi ti€éng, va ai ndy déu dién tung bung,
v@i lai, nhat dinh day sé la bi{ra tiéc hoanh trang nhat tuan
nay! Dich thadn cdng ty Harrison and Shriftman t& chi’c budi
nay - khdéng con gi sdnh ndi. Chi gat dau di!” Anh ta nhin
toi bang cap mat toi nghiép cudng diéu nhu mot chd chod
con, khién to6i phai phi cudi.

“ James, t6i cling mudn, rat mudn - toi cling chua bao
gid vao Plaza ca. Nhung tdi khdong thé thay déi ké hoach
dudc. Alex da dit chd & nha hang Y gan nha anh &y, toi
khdong thé pha chudng trinh 1an nira.” Téi biét la tdi khéng
thé cat hen, va cling khéng mudn - téi muén & vGi Alex mot
minh t8i nay va nghe anh ké chuadng trinh sinh hoat budi
chiéu vdi hoc sinh ra sao. Nhung toi cling ti€c la cubc hen
réi vao toi nay. Ca tuan qua bao chi viét nhiéu vé su kién
nay: ¢4 vé nhu cd Manhattan hdi hop chd budi biéu dién
hang nam vao dip dau nam mdi cha Marshall Madden, nghé
si nhudm téc siéu hang, va nam nay hda hen sé€ con tung
birng han moi khi, sau khi Marshall vira cho ra quyén Mau
Marshall. Tuy vy, tdi khdng thé bo roi ban trai dé dén xem
mot siéu sao nao do biéu dién.

" Thoéi dudc, néu chi khong muén, nhung dung trach toi
chua bao gid ru chi di cung nifa nhé. Va mai dung cé hoi
han khi doc trong cot tin xa hoi la t6i tan chuyén vdi Mariah
Carey hay Jennifer Lopez. Chi mudén thé ma.” Ro6i James
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nglng ngudy bo di, nira nhu dién vé gidn dodi, nlra buc doc
thuc su.

Tuan d3au tién trong ndm mdi dién ra sudn sé. Chlng toi
van ban bju ma& cac gdi qua va liét ké vao danh muc. Vira
sang nay thoéi, t6i mé ra moét hop dung giay cao goét dep
ding tim, dinh day nhirng vién pha |é Swarovski. Chung toi
khdong phai gdi qua gui di nira, va dién thoai cling it dé
chudng, vi phan I6n moi ngudi con chua di nghi vé. Miranda
cudi tuan nay sé tu Paris vé€, nhung th(& hai mdi di lam.
Emily yén tam la t6i sé dam dudng dudc cbng viéc cua
minh, t6i cling tin thé. Chung t6i soat di soat lai moi cong
viéc ma toi cAn biét, va tdi chép lai cdc hudng dan gan kin
mot cudn sb tay. T6i doc trong dé va hy vong s& nhd ra moi
déu khi can. Ca phé: chi mua cua Starbucks, pha véi sira
trong cb6c I6n, hai vién dudng, hai khan gidy, thia. B{ra
sang: mua cua dich vu cung cap Mangia, s6 dién 555-3948,
mot banh bot x6p kep pho mat, bon lat thit mudbi xéng khdi,
hai xUc xich nhd. Nhat bdo: quay bdo & tién sanh, mua cac
tG Thoi bao New York, Tin tuc hang ngay, Buu dién New
York, Thoi bao tai chinh, Buu dién Washington, USA ngay
nay, Tap san phé Wall, Thoi trang Phu nif hdng ngay, va
moi thd Tu thém t§ Ngudi quan st New York. Cac tuan
bdao, mua vao th( Hai: Thdi bao, Tuan tin tuc, Tin tuc
My,The New Yorker (!), New York gilra gio, New York, Kinh
té. Va cU thé tiép tuc hang trang chi chit, Miranda thich loai
hoa nao nhat, ghét loai nao nhat, tén, dia chi va sO dién
thoai riéng cla cac bac si, cac nhan vién don nha, cac d6 an
vat va loai nudc khoang ua thich, kich ¢c@ moi th& quan &o,
tir d6 16t cho dén ung trugt tuyét. Toi Ién danh sach nhitng
ngudi Miranda mudén ndi chuyén ( da duyét ) , tach riéng
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danh sach nhitrng ngudi Miranda khong muon ti€p ( Khong
bao giG ). T6i cam cui viét khong ngung tay, trong khi Emily
may tuan lién nhoi nhét cho tdéi du moi théng tin, va khi da
ghi xong t6i cam thay khong con gi vé Miranda Priestly ma
toi chua biét. Tat nhién, trir cau héi tai sao ba ta quan trong
dén ndi toi phai ghi d8c mot cudn sé vé nhitng gi ba ta thich
hay ghét. CS gi ma tdi phai lo 1ang dén thé?

“ Anh ay that tuyét vdi lam sao,” Emily thd dai ndo nudt,
MG mang xoan day dién thoai quanh ngodn tay. “ Cé I€ do la
ky cudi tuan thd mong nhat trong ddi t6i.”

Reng! May tinh bao cé email cua Alex.

Bé cung, ngdy hém nay cua em tét chi?? O ddy moi
tha 16n tung phéo ca, nhu moi khi. Em con nhd cé [14n
anh d§ ké rang Jerremiah doa céc ban gai bdng mot cai
dao cat bia ma né dem tur nha dén? Cé vé nhu khéng
phai chuyén dua. H6m nay né lai dem theo mét con dao
dén truong. Gid ra choi né rach vao tay mét ban gai va
chui la dé di. Vét rach khong sau, nhung khi giao vién
canh sadn hdi né nghi gi khi lam viéc ay thi nd néi la ban
trai cda me né clng lam nhu thé vdi me né. Andy, em
co thé tudng tuong duoc khdéng, thang bé mdi sau tubi?
T6i nay 6ng hiéu trudng triéu tap mot cudc hop khan
cap. Anh so la khéng di an téi duogc. Anh xin 16i nhé!
Mat khac thi anh cliing phai ndi la anh hai hong khi thay
nguoi ta da phan ung khi xay ra vu nay - anh tudng
chdng ai quan td&m dén nira. Em hiéu tai sao anh khéng
thé gap em chu? bung gidn anh. Lat niia anh sé€ goi
dién cho em. Anh hia sé dén em viéc nay.

Yéu em, Alex
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Pbung gian anh? Em hiéu tai sao anh khéng thé gap em
ch(? Mot dda hoc sinh sau tudi cua Alex tadn céng hoc sinh
khac bang dao va anh mong t6i dirng gian Vi anh khong di
an vdi toi dudc? To6i da cat hen di an 1an cudi, sau khi toi
cho 1a nhitng lac dudc 1ai xe dua di khap chon va goéi ghém
qua tang la qua mét moi. T6i suyt trao nudc mat, chi mudn
goi dién tap Iu la tbi rat tu hao khi thay anh quan tam dén
bon tré nhu vay va nhan cong viéc & day. Toi Kich vao muc
“Tra I3i” va toan viét cho anh thi nghe tiéng goi tén minh.

“Andrea, sép dang trén dudng. Mudi phut nita dén nai,”
Emily 16n tiéng théng bao, rd rang la c6 gilra binh finh.

“Xin 10i, t6i khéng nghe rd chi néi gi...”

“Miranda dang trén dudng, sé tdi van phong ngay tap Iu.
Moi viéc phai dau vao day ngay.”

“Dén van phong a? Toi tudng la ba ay mai th& Bay mdi
tUr Phap vé cd ma?”

“Vay nghia la ké hoach da thay dbéi ch(r sao. Nhanh chéan
|én, chay xubng tang trét lay bao va xép Ién ban nhu toi da
chi cho chi. Xong roi thi danh bdng mat ban va dat moét ly
Pellegrino bén mé trai, cé6 da va mot lat chanh. Nh& kiém
tra phong vé sinh xem cé thiéu th( gi khdong, ro chua? Chay
di! Ba ay Ién xe rbi, nghia la tuy dudng sa ma cham nhat la
mudi phut nira dén nai.”

T6i phi khoi phong nhu tén ban, con kip nghe Emily
nhanh chéng gui bdo dong qua may dam thoai: “Sép dang
trén dudng téi day, bao ngay cho moi ngudi biét!” Trong Ilc
chi can ba giay dong ho dé ludt qua hanh lang va phong
thdi trang t6i van nghe dudc tiéng hét kinh hoang “Emily ndi
la sép dang trén dudng tdi day” va tham chi ca tiéng ru ron
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chinh don lai mau quan ao treo trén gia, bién tap vién dé x06
vé phong lam viéc, lang voi db6i gidy di trong nha vao goc va
c6 nhét chan vao doi giay cao goét, td lai son mdi, udén l6ng
mi va x6c lai nit vi cho ngay ngan. Khi cira phong vé sinh
nam hé md, téi thoang thay James dang nhdn nhac phui vai
ao len cashmere den va nhét vao mém may vién keo bac
ha. Khdng hiéu anh chang nhan tu dau tin khan cap, chang
|&é trong phong vé sinh nam cling c6 loa truyén thanh?

Ké ra thi t6i cling toan dirng chan may phut dé ngam
canh nay, song t6i chi con chua day mugdi phut dé chuan bi
cho cudéc cham tran dau tién vdéi tu cach la trg ly mdi cua
Miranda, va duong nhién to6i khong mudn lam hong viéc. Toi
tang toéc chay tiép.

“Andrea! Chi da nghe tin Miranda dang t&i van phong roi
ch(?” Sophy & quay léc tan goi khi thay t6i lao qua.

“T6i biét roi, nhung sao chi biét?”

“Cung di, c6 gi ma to6i lai khong biét? Gid thi tdi khuyén
chi rdo cang lén di. C6 moét chan ly la: Miranda Priestly
khoéng quen dgi.”

Toi budc vao thang may va cam on Sophy. “Ba phut nira
toi s€& dem may t8 bao quay lai!” Hai ngudi phu nir trong
thang may tr6 mat nhin, lic ay t6i mdi nhan ra minh vira
hét qua to.

“Xin 16i,” t6i thd hén hén. “"Nhung chung t6i vira dudc tin
la sép dang trén dudng tdi van phong. Chuyén qua bat ngd,
do vay & chd chung toi dang ndo loan cd 1én.” A ma tai sao
téi lai phai bién ho trudc may ngudi nay nhi?

“Trdi a, vay thi nhat dinh chi lam viéc & chd Miranda! bé
toi doan xem nao. Chi la trg ly mdi cua Miranda? Andrea,
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dang chua?” C6 gai téc nau chan dai dé 16 ham rang trang
loang loang. C6 ban cling dot nhién to ra than thién han.

“Vang, dung thé&, Andrea.” T6i nhac lai tén minh, tua
nhu nd khong thudc vé téi. “Vang, dung thé, t6i la trg ly
mdi cua Miranda.”

Thang may vua van xudng dén tang trét, cira md ra va
toi [an qua hai c6 gai dé ra tién sanh bang cadm thach sang
choang. MOt c6 goi vdi theo: “Andrea, chi la ngudi may man
day, Miranda la moét ngudi tuyét vai, va hang triéu co6 gai
san sang xin chét dé dudc lam cong viéc cla chi day!”

ToOi vong sat sat qua mot dam luat su mat mdi buc boi
va suyt nlra dam sam phai quay ban bao & goc tién sanh.
bay la giang sdn cua moét ngudGi Kuwait nhd thd tén la
Ahmed vé&i hang loat sach bao sac s&, banh keo va dd udng
khong dudng ma trong qua trinh tap huan Emily da qidi
thiéu vdéi toi tu trudc I€ Giang sinh. Hy vong 6ng sé la cuu
tinh cua téi trong can hoan nan nay.

“Gugm da nao!” Ong ta kéu Ién khi thay toi g6 may to
bao trén gia xubéng. “Chi la cOng tac vién mdi cua Miranda,
dung khong? Thé thi lai day.”

Ahmed cui xubng luc loi trong mot ngan nao do dudi két
thu ngan. Khuén mat do bung cua 6ng lai hién ra: “bay
nay!” Ong lai kéu lén, 18ng xdng ndi: “Cla chi day, khong
thi chi x&i tung ca gia bao cua toéi 1én. Ngay nao toi cling cat
riéng bao cua Miranda, cling dé khoi bi 18 ban hét,” 6ng
nhay mat.

“Cam on 6ng Ahmed. Ong d3a gilp tdi rat nhiéu. Liéu toi
c6 nén lay lubn ca may tad tap chi khong?”

“Nhat dinh rbi. Chi xem nay, hdm nay da la thd Tu va
tat cd cac td tap chi da ra tur th& Hai. Sép cua chi chac sé
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khong vui néu thiéu bdo doc,” 6ng ndi vé day hiéu biét, lai
chui lan ni{ra xuéng ngan dudi két tién dé 16i Ién mot chong
bao n{ra. To6i liéc nhanh danh sach xem cé gi thiéu khéng -
qua la khéng thira va khong thiéu mot ta.

Thé thong hanh, cai thé thong hanh chét tiét cua téi dau
roi nhi? Pay rdi, di nhién 1a nd treo Iing lang dudi sgi day
lua ma Emily lam cho t6i bang mot chiéc khan Hermes
trang clda Miranda. “That ra thi khong bao giG Miranda dugc
phép thay chi nhu thé nay,” Emily ndi, “nhung néu chang
may chi quén thao no ra thi it nhat né cling khong bi treo
dudi sgi cudc nylon.” Phai néi ra chir nylon chi nhan mat
nhu khi nhai ging/

“Thé day, 6ng Ahmed. Cam on 6ng lan nira, toi voi qua.
Sép dang tai.”

Ong quet thé qua may doc dé canh két tién va deo lai
cho téi sgi day lua vao c6 nhu vong hoa. “Thé thi nhanh
chan lén!”

Toi v& voi nylon day cang bdo, vua chay vat di viua kéo
cai thé théng hanh ra dé di qua clira xoay chan trudc day
thang may cua tdoa nha Elias Clark. T6i quet thé qua may
doc roi day. Khong dudgc. Lam lai 1an nira, lan nay day manh
han. Van khdong dudc.

"Some boys kiss me, some boys hug me, I think they’re
okay-ay,” Leonardo, tay bao vé béo tron va lubn dam dap
mo hoi cat giong the thé hat sau quay thudng truc. Khon
nan that. Khoéng can nhin t6i cling nhan ra kiéu ga bat toi
cung chai tro chai ngd ngan clda minh nhu ga van lam hang
ngay trong may tuan qua. Co Ié ga la moét ngudi thich hat
va luc nao ciling u & khoéng dut, va ga khong bao gid cho toi
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di qua clira xoay ma lai khong lam tro cung vdi bai hat dién
ré cua ga.

HOm qua ga hanh ha t6i vé&i bai. "I'm too sexy”. Trong
khi ga hat "I'm too sexy for Milan, too sexy for Milan, New
York and Japan,” toi phai lam b0 di trén san dién thdgi thdi
trang tudng tudng gilra tién sanh. Luc nao dang vui thi toi
cling thich dién tro dé véi ga, tham chi cd ldc con thay thd
vi. Nhung hdm nay la cu cham tran dau tién véi Miranda va
toi khong thé lam moi viéc qua muon, hom nay thi khong.
Bén phai bén trai toi moi ngudi diém nhién di qua clra xoay;
toi chi mubn va cho ga moét phat 1éch mat.

T6i nhan nho hat, kéo dai giong ngan dung kiéu
Madonna “If they don’t give me proper credit, I just walk
away-ay”.

Ga nhudng may: “Van thiéu boc Itra 1dm, co bé a.”

Chi nghe ga ndéi thém mot cau nira la téi phat rd 1én
mat. Théi dugc. TOi quang tdi bao 1én mat quay, vung ca hai
tay Ién, 1ac héng va chum chim moi rat kich, tiép tuc hat
hay ddng hon la hét Ién trudc khi Ién con dién: “A material!
A material! A material! A material... WORLD!”. Ga cudi va
vO tay, cho t6i qua.

Ghi nhd: phai noi cho Eduardo biét la bao gid va & dau
duoc phép dua nha nhu vay.

Lai vao thang may, lai lao ra, chay ngang mat Sophy, c6
lang 13ng &n nut ma clra cho tdi vao van phong. Tham chi
toi con nhd chay vao ngan bép ti Xiu dé lay chiéc ly pha lé
cla Miranda trong gia treo trén 10 vi sbng va ném vao dé
may vién da. Mot tay cam ly va tay kia cam tui bao, t6i ré
quat qua géc nha va dam phai Jessica — c6 gai cd6 b6 mdng
tay tuyét tac. Mat co 10 vé buc doc pha 13n khiép sg.
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“Andrea, chac chi d3 biét la Miranda dang trén dudng tdi
van phong roi ch?” Co6 hdi, trong khi ngam to6i tir dau dén
chan.

“Tat nhién rbi. Day la bao, con day la ly cua Miranda, toi
chi con phai vao phong Miranda dé sap xép lai ban lam viéc
cho tur té. Chi cho to6i xin 16i...”

“Andrea!” C6 hét Ién khi t6i voi chay qua mat c6 va lam
mot vién da ban tung ra ngoai ly. “DUng quén thay ngay doi
giay!”

T6i ddng sirng lai nhu moc ré va nhin xuéng chan. Chét
roi, toéi dang di dobi giay thé thao dé thap cho thoai mai. Quy
dinh chinh thlc va bat thanh van vé trang phuc cling khong
dudc chap hanh nghiém can khi Miranda khéng cé mat.
Pbudng nhién cac cong tac vién tréng van 10ng 1ay, nhung tat
ca déu cho phép minh mang mot th& gi d6 ma néu trudc
mat Miranda thi ho khéng ddi nao dam trung ra. Thi du dién
hinh la dbi giay thé thao do chot cua toi.

T6i va mo héi lanh trong khi chay vao phong. “Toi da
kiém du nhat bao, can than lay hét cac tap chi trong tuan.
Nhung cé van dé: xem giay toi nay!”

Emily giat tai nghe xud6ng va quang Ién ban. “Khong thé
dudc, do6 nay khong thé xai dugc.” Co6 vdi dién thoai, quay
mot s6 ndi bd va ra 1énh: “Jeffy, dem ngay cho t6i moét doi
Jimmy, cd...” c6 nhin toi.

“Chin ruGi.” Toi lay moét chai San Pellegrino nhd trong tu
ra va rét vao ly.

“Chin ruGi. Khong, bay gid. Ngay tap Iu. Khéng, chuyén
nghiém chinh. Ngay bay gid. Andrea dang di giay thé thao,
mau do, va sép sap c6 mat ¢ day bat c lic nao. Okay, cam
an.”
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Lic dé t6i ma@i nhan ra la trong bon phdt ma téi chay
xubdng tang trét Emily da kip d6éi bd canh. Thay vi quan bo
mai bay gid c6 mac quan da, giay thé thao ngang tang dugc
thé ch6 bdi giay cao got. Phong cling dugc don ngan nap.
Giay td bi dut vao ngan kéo va cac gdéi qua Noel chua dua
dén nha Miranda bién ngay vao tu. Emily cling t6 lai moi
bang but bong va thoa chut son Ién go ma. C6 cubng cudng
ra hiéu bao t6i lam tiép.

Toi v4@ lay tlui bdo, chay sang bén canh va d6 Ién mat
ban c6 lap dén & dudi ma Miranda, nhu Emily dad cho toi
biét, dbi khi soi xét cac buc hinh chup mau hang tiéng déng
hd. Ngoai ra, bao chi cling phai bay 1én db. T6i so sanh Vvdi
td ghi chép dé xép bao theo dung th tu. Trudc tién la td
Thoi bao New York, roi dén Tap san phé Wall va Buu dién
Washington, lubn dé Ién nhau mot chut va nhin vé téng thé
giong nhu hang linh khi duyét binh vay. Ngoai Ié duy nhat la
tap chi Thoi trang Phu nir Hang ngay nam chinh xac ngay
gi(ra ban Miranda.

“Sép dén roi! Ra di, Andrea! Sép dang lén tang,” Emily
nén giong goi. “Yuri goi dién bdo la sép vua ra khdi xe dugc
mot giay.”

TOi dat t8 Thoi trang Phu nir Hang ngay |én ban giay, ly
San Pellegrino bén canh (phia nao nhi? Trdi oi, t6i khong
nhé 1a bén phai hay bén trai nra), dua mat kiém tra lan
cubi khap phong r6i chay ra ngoai. Jeffy, moét trg ly thdi
trang phu trach trang phuc ném cho t6i hop bia dung giay
bubc bang chun roéi cling bién luén. Téi mé& hop ngay. Mot
ddi xang dan cao goét hiéu Jimmy Choo quai bang 16ng lac
da ngu trén nén gidy lua, chac chan phai c6 gia dén 800
dollar. Khi gié that! Thoc chan vao thé nao day.
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TOi 16t giay thé thao va dobi tdt khong con mdi 1dm, téng
hét xubng gam ban. Chi€c bén phai thi khéng van dé gi,
nhung khi xo chi€c kia thi mdéng tay qua ngan clta téi mai
khong md dudc khdéa. Lo mo mai téi mdi lam xong. Cho
dudc chan trdi vao dép va déng quai thi 16ng lac da clra vao
thit. MOt, hai giay sau thi cai xong khoéa, to6i vua ngbi day
cho thang lung thi ding lic Miranda budc vao.

Toi dG ngudi ra. Ngbi cirng dd trén gh€, tuyét déi khong
dong day gi cd. Miranda nhin thdy t6i ngay, cé I& vi ba van
nghi rdng Emily dang ngdi & vi tri cli. Ba dén cho tdi, chdng
cui tay Ién tdm che va ngad han ngudi qua ban, ngay cang
sat mat toi. BD6i mat xanh thép cla ba quét Ién than hinh do
dai cua t6i, tU trén xudng dudi, tu phai qua trdi, quét Ién
chi€c s6 mi trang, chi€c vay mini do bang nhung ké hiéu
GAP t6i dang mac, va trong tich tdc cudi cung cling nhin
dén doi xang dan Jimmy Choo c6 quai bang I6ng lac da da
dugc cai tir té€. Téi cdm nhan rd tia mat kiém tra tirng phén
trén da, toc va quan do. Cho du mat ba ludt rat nhanh trén
ngudi toi, nét mat ba van lanh nhu bdng. Ba nga sat chut
ni{ra vé phia t6i, cho dén khi chi cdch mat t6i mot gang tay
va mot lan hudng thdm ngat x6c vao mdi tdéi, moét huong
thom tron 1Aan mui nudc gdi dau ddt tién va nudc hoa hao
hang. Gan dén muc t6i nhin thay cd nhitng nép nhan Ii ti
quanh mat va miéng ba ma néu xa chut nira thi chac la toi
s& khéng nhan ra. Nhung dang nao thi téi cling khdng thé
chiu dung dugc 1au vu ddu mat, vi ba nhin téi mét cach qua
sam soi. Chdng c6 mot chdt ddu hiéu gi chirng td 1a a) ba
da nhan ra rang hai ching t6i da tirng gap nhau moét lan roi,
b) ba biét t6i la cOng tac vién mdi, hay c) tdéi khéng phai la
Emily.
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“Xin chao ba Priestly,” t6i nghe minh li nhi ndi vgi giong
khan dac, mac du ba khéng ndi gi vdi tdéi. Nhung tbi cang
thdng khéng chiu ndi, phai thét ra diéu gi khéng thi né tung
|én mat. “Toi rat vui mirng dudc phép lam viéc cho ba. Rat
cam dn ba da tao co hoi cho t6i...” Im mém di nao, mi khéng
co chut tu trong hay sao!

Ba vuon thdng ngudi di ti€p. Chdm duat thi sat toi, dé
mac téi ngdi trd ra va mdm van I8p bip nodi ti€p nhu mot
con ngd. Mat tdéi nong blirng [én vi lGng tung, xdu ho va
nhuc nha. Thém vao dd la cdm giac bi tia mat sat thu cua
Emily xuyén suét lam tdi cang cudng han. Tdi ngang dau 1én
nhin c6, va dung thé&, Emily dang gian d{r ngd qua.

“Ban tin cap nhat roi chd?” Miranda vua di vao phong
minh vua hoi trong khoéng; t6i sung suéng nhan thay ba di
thdng tdi ban 13p dén, ndi téi d& bay san bao cho ba.

“Vang, Miranda, day a,” Emily hang hai dap IGi va xang
xai chay theo chan ba dé ndp cdp gidy ma ching to6i van
kep nhirng tin td'c gui dén cho ba.

Toi khong rdi chd cua minh va quan sat Miranda di lai
trong phong minh: bdng ba hién ra trong nhitng khung anh
I6ng kinh treo trén tudng. Emily lai chay tur d6 vé ban cua
minh. Khéng ai ndi cau nao. Khéng duogc noi chuyén vdi
nhau nita khi sép & van phong hay sao?, t6i tu hoi. ROi toi
dat cau hoi dé cho Emily, nhung khéng ndi ra mém ma gui
email!l May giay sau toi nhan dudc tra IGi trén man hinh: chi
hoc nhanh day, c6 viét. Néu minh cé chuyén gi ndi vdi
nhau thi chi néi thdm théi. Ngodi ra thi nén giir mém. A, chi
KHONG BAO GIO néi vdi sép néu khéng duoac sép hdi téi. Va
tuyét d6i KHONG BAO GIO dugc goi sép 1a ba Priestly, chi
duoc goi 1a Miranda. Hiéu chua? Mot 1an nira tdi cé cam gidc
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vUua bi an mot bat tai. Nhung téi chi gat dau. Bot nhién toi
thay chi€c mang t6. Mot tuyét tac bang 16ng thd, bi |6 ddng
vUt 1én ban gidy cua téi va tay ao thong xuéng gan cham
dat. Toi ném cai nhin d6 hoi qua Emily. C6 nhudng mat,
khoat tay vé phia tu tudng va thi thao: “Treo Ién!” Chiéc
mang t6 nang nhu cai chan I6ng vi vua [6i tu may giat ra,
tdi phai ndng ca hai tay dé né khoi quét xudng san. Roi thi
tdi cling loay hoay treo dudc né 1én méc do mdt cach cén
than va khép cua tu ém ru.

Toi chua kip vé dén ban minh thi da thay Miranda ddng
ngay bén canh. Lan nay thi ba cé dip nhin t6i t& moi phia va
dudng nhién khong bo I3. C6 cdm giac nhu trong anh mat
xanh thép cua ba tirng diém trén ngudi tdi bat Ira, nhung
toi té liét han va khdong vé ndi ghé. Pung lic mai téc cua toi
sap bung chay thi ba nhin vao mat toi.

“Mang td cla téi,” ba ndi kh&, nhin thdng mat tdi, va toi
khong rd la ba cd biét toi la ai, hay chang can biét rang cé
mot ngudi la dang déng vai trg ly cia ba. Khéng cé gi gdi
nhé 1a ba d3 nhan ra tdi, mac du bubi phong vdn mdi cach
day ching bon tuan.

“Cé ngay,” t6i thot ra va chay lai phia ta tudng. Noi dé
hon lam, vi ba ding chan gilta dudng. T6i ludn qua bén
canh, chd y khéng cham phai ngudi ba khi md cira tu. Ba
khong tranh ra ldy mot phan, téi c6 cdm giac mat ba doi
theo. R8t cudc, may man thay, téi tum ca hai tay dé can
than nang chiéc do 16ng tha ra. Thi€u chut nira 1a téi quang
ndé cho ba va dgi xem ba cd bat dugc né khong, nhung
trong giay cudi cung téi da tu chd dudc va mdé nd ra nhu
mot ngudi dan O6ng lich thiép phuc vu mot quy ba. Ba nhe
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nhang luén vao va lay ra chiéc dién thoai di dong, do6 vat
duy nhat ba dem dén van phong.

“Emily, t8i nay t6i mudn xem cudn SACH,” ba néi trong
khi nhe budc ra khdi phong, ban biu véi nhitng suy nghi
riéng dén ndi khong nhan ra ddm dan ba con gai ngoai sanh
va nhanh chan tda di mat khi nghe tiéng chan ba.

“Vang, Miranda, toi sé bao Andrea dua téi cho ba.”

Thé la hét. Ba ta da di khoi. Chuyén tham viéng ma vi
né ca ban bién tdp phat cudng ca Ién dé thay quan &o va
sifa sang son phan sau bon phut la cham ddt, va - theo
cach danh gia it hi€u biét ctia téi - chdng cé y nghia gi ca.
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8

“Dung quay lai nhin,” James thi thao, mdi khong dbng
day. “T6i nghi la chéch sau lung chi to6i vira phat hién ra
Reese Witherspoon.”

Tat nhién la tdoi quay phat lai. James ndi ding: Reese
ddng d6 vdi ly sam banh, dang nga dau ra sau cudi. James
phat ngugng vi su td mo cua toi, nhung toi khong thé lam
khac: Reese la mot trong nhitng nit dién vién ma téi yéu
thich nhat.

“James cung, rat vui miung vi anh d& dén du budi lién
hoan nhd cua t6i,” mot ngudi dan 6ng manh mai xinh xan
vira dén sau lung chidng téi tho thé. “Cau dem ai tdi cung
thé nay?” Hai ngudGi hon nhau.

“Marshall Madden, vua cla sac mau, xin gidi thiéu vdi
anh Andrea Sachs. Andrea hién nay la...”

“... trd ly méi cua Miranda,” Marshall néi nét cau va mim
cudi vai toi. “T6i da nghe hét moi chuyén vé cb rbi, bé con
a. Chao mung c6 trong vong tay gia dinh. Hy vong c6 sé
con dén chai. Toi hda la ching ta sé cung nhau lam gi dé
cho... phong cach cta c6.” Ong ta 4u yém xoa dau t6i, nang
ngon téc dé so sdnh mau vdi chan toc. “Dang rdi, thém mot
chit mau mat ong nifa thi c6 s& Ia siéu mau mdi. Co bao
James cho c6 sO dién cua toi nhé. HOm nao kiém dudgc vai
phat ranh rdi thi cd c&f qua chd tdi, okay? Nhung chéc 1a cb
bé ban 1dm!” Ong ndi trong khi lugn qua phia Reese.

James thd dai va dam dudi ngd theo 6ng. “MOt bac
thay,” anh thi thao. “NgudGi xuat sac nhat. Vi dai nhat. Dan
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ong nhat. N&i thé van con qud it. That tuyét v&i.” Anh mé
muodi noi. Nhung — dan 6ng nhat? Buon cudi that. Trudc do
nghe ai xai chir dy thi chac téi nghi dén Shaquille O’'Neal
nhay 1én ném bdng vao ré — chr khéng phai mot thg nhudm
toc!

“Ong 8y that tuyét vdi, toi cling nghi nhu anh. Anh da co
gi v8i 6ng ay chua?” Co vé nhu do sé la mot doi Ira tuong
xtng: trg ly bién tdp thdm my cha Runway di véi nghé si
lam téc dat nhat thé gidi.

“Birng c6 md hdo. Ong &y tir bdn ndm nay chi c6 mot
ban trai duy nhit. Khdong thé tin ndi. B6n nam lién! T bao
gid dan gay cé gia nhu bon nay lai chung thuy thé&? That
khong cong bang.”

“O kia. Thé dan di tinh cé gia ma chung thuy thi tét hay
sao? Nhung, ban trai toi chung thuy thi okay.” Toi rit mot
hai thudc that dai va théi may vong khoi kha tron.

“Thoi di Andy, chi hay cong nhan la cling bd cong di
cung toi téi day, dung khéng? Hay day khong phai la da hoi
hoanh trang nhat moi thgi?” Anh mim cudi noi.

Sau khi Alex bd budi hen, téi quyét dinh di cling James,
chd yéu vi anh c& bAm nhang nhang khoéng dut ra dugc. Tri
tudng tugng cua t6i phong phd dén may cling khong nghi ra
la mot cubn sach vé mau tdc lai cd thé hay ho dugc, nhung
bay gid phai thd nhén 13 toi bi ngac nhién mot cach dé chiu.
Khi Johnny Depp dén chd James chao héi, toi gidt minh vi
anh ta khdong nhirng chi néi ra dugc mot cdu cé chdm phéy
tlr t€ ma con biét ké ti€u 1dm di ddm. Va sudng nhét la dugc
thdy Gisele Byndchen, ngudi mau hot nhat trong gidi ngudi
mau hién tai, hda ra chi I3 mot ngudi bé teo. Di nhién tdi sé&
con sudng hon néu co6 ta béo phuc phich hay mat day tridng
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ca khién cac thg sa anh phai tat hang tiéng déng ho,
nhung that ra dugc chirng kién cb ta Iun tit 1a t6i da hai long
1dm roi. Tém lai 1a cho dén lac nay thi budi t8i hdm nay kha
on.

“Noi thé thi cé 1€ hagi qua Idi,” toéi dap va vudn ngudi tdi
trudc d€ quan sat mot ngudi dan 6ng dep trai dang lui vao
gdc dang sau ban dé sach. “Nhung cho dé&n gid thi moi tha
dung la khong to6i té nhu toi tudng. Sau mot ngay nhu hom
nay thi bat cU cu Ién giay cét nao tbi cling thich.”

Sau cu xuat hién bat thinh linh va ra di cling bat thinh
linh cua sép, Emily thong bao t6i nay lan dau tién tbi cé
nhiém vu dem cudn SACH dé&n nha Miranda. Cuén SACH nay
la mot tap hop cac trang ban thdo cua tap chi Runway,
ddéng lai to nhu cudn danh muc dién thoai. Theo 18i Emily ké
lai thi cong viéc bién tap va xuat ban chi thuc su bat dau
khi Miranda da vé nha. Cac chuyén vién d6 hoa va bién tap
vién phai lién lac suét ngay vdi ba vi déu d&n mdi gid mot
lan ba tung hé moi thr va bat lam lai tir dau. Chi dén toi,
khi ba bat dau chai vGi hai dla tré thi cac cong tac vién
khac mdi chinh thirc bat tay vao viéc. Luc d6 moi dé nghi
thay déi dugc thuc thi, cdc bai bdo dudgc Miranda duyét va
danh ddu bang chir MP to tudng trén ban thdo dugc hoan
tat. Sau dé bién tap vién gui tat cd cac du thao cho trg ly
nghé thudt dé€ lua bai viét va tranh anh qua mdét chiéc may
dan chat déo 1én mét sau tirng trang va in vao SACH. Khi
moi viéc d& xong, cudn SACH dugc ndp cho Miranda & nha
dé doc kiém tra. Théng thudng thi Miranda nhan dugc cudn
SACH vao khodng tir tdm dén mudi mot gid tdi, tuy thudc
vao cong doan san xudt. Hom sau ba dem SACH dén van
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phong dé ban bién tap kiém tra lai tUr dadu dén cudi moét l1an
nira.

Khi biét 13 tdi vAn mudn clung James di da hoi, Emily néi
giong cay cu: “Chac chi biét la chi chua dugc ra khoi day
trude khi hoan thanh cuén SACH ch(?”

TO6i tr6 mat. Con James nom nhu sdp 1dy da lao vao bdp
cd Emily.

“Thé day, téi budc phai ndi rang doé la mot phan cong
viéc chia chi ma téi may man khoéng phai lam nira. Viéc nay
doi khi kéo dai rat, rat lau, nhung t6i nao Miranda ciling
mudn dudc thdy cudn SACH, chi biét day. S&p lam viéc &
nha. HOmM nay thi t6i & lai 1du hon va chi dan cho chi moi
viéc, nhung tUr mai trg di thi chi tu lam hét.”

“Okay, cam dn chi. Liéu bao giG sé xong nhi?”

“Sao ma biét dudc. MAi t6i mdi khac. Chi cé thé sang
phong nghé thuat hoi xem sao.”

May ma SACH hdm nay xong kha sém, khoang tdm rudi.
Sau khi nhan né tu tay trg ly nghé thuat mét ri rugi, ching
téi cung nhau di xuéng ph6 59. Emily vac moét ndi quan ao
vUa giat la boc trong bao nylon, c6 gidi thich cho t6i biét la
viéc ndp SACH ludn di kém véi van chuyén quan &o. MOi
sdng Miranda dem quan &o ban tgi van phong, mét ngudi
trong bon t6i (t&r hdm nay tré di chinh la toi) goi dién cho
bén giat la, ho dén ngay va hdm sau tra quan do da giat la
xong. Chung t6i treo chung vao tu & sanh, dgi tdi luc
chuyén tiép cho Yuri hay tu dem dén nha Miranda. Cong
viéc cua tbi qua la ngay cang doi hdi nhiéu chat xam han!

“Chao Rich!” Emily than mat goi ngudGi phu trach doi
xem dang phi phéo tdu thudc ma tdi da lam quen hém dau.
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“Day la Andrea, tU hom nay t6i nao chi ay cling di nop
SACH. Ong lo cho chi 8y luén céd mot 6 t6 t t& nhé.”

“Bugc thoi, Toc dd a.” Ong 18y tdu khoi mom va trg vé
phia t6i. “T6i s& chdm sbéc Toc vang can thén.”

“Tuyét qud. A, hdm nay xin 6ng cho thém mdt xe di theo
nhé. NOp xong SACH thi Andrea va tdi di hai ngd khac
nhau.”

Hai chi€c Limousine to tudng di ra. Ngudi lai xe phuc
phich cua xe th(r nhat nhay ra khoi xe va mé cura. Emily Ién
xe trudc toi, ndi vdi ldi xe: “Cho dén nha Miranda Priestly”
va 16i dién thoai di dong ra. Anh ta gat dau va cho xe
chuyén banh.

“HAém nao cling van mdt l3i xe 8y a?” T6i ngac nhién vi
khong thay lai xe hdi dia chi.

Emily ra hiéu cho t6i im lang trong khi nhan tin cho
ngudi & cung nha roéi mdi tra I6i: “Khéng, nhung cdng ty
khong cé nhiéu 13i xe. To6i d& di dén hai chuc 1an v8i moi
ngudi réi, do d6 ho déu biét dudng ca.” Co lai bam so6 dién
thoai ti€p. TOi quay lai va thay chiéc xe th( hai khéng chd ai
di cach sau mét doan.

Chung t6i dirng trudc mot ngbi nha cé bao vé, dac trung
cho dai 16 Fifth Avenue: via he sach bdng, bao Ion chin chu,
tién sanh sang diu va than thién. M6t ngudi mac do duoi
tom va dbéi mi ra m@ clra xe va Emily budc xudng. Toi ngac
nhién vi nghi rang chidng t6i chi don gian trao cho bao vé
cudn SACH va 4o quan. Néu tdi khdng nham - & cai thanh
ph6 ky la nay thi ai ma dédm chéac - thi dé chinh la céng viéc
cua nhitng ngudi canh cira. Nhung Emily da ldy mot tdi da
Louis Vuitton dung chia khoda trong chié€c tui Gucci cua cb ra
va dui vao tay toi.
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“T6i dgi ¢ day. Chi dua do6 |én gac, Penthouse A. Mg
khoa clra va dat quyén SACH Ién ban con & hang lang, quan
ao thi treo Ién moéc bén canh tu, nhé khéng treo vao tu, ma
canh tu. Ro6i di ra. Bat ky truGng hop nao cling khéng dudc
gd clra hay nhan chubéng, sép khéng mudn bi quay qua. Ra
vao lang I€, chG gay 6n ao!” C6 dua to6i tui chia khoéa va lai
quay ra bam dién thoai di dong. Okay, téi lam xong ngay.
Mét quyén sadch va mdy th& do quén ch& c6 gi ma vé
chuyén.

Ngudi gac thang may mim cudi than thién va lang I€ an
nut “Penthouse” sau khi quay chia khda. Trong 6ng nhu mot
ba 130 6m yéu, bubn ba bubng tay chap nhan moi ngang
trai cua s6 phan.

“T6i dgi chi & day,” 6ng cui dau néi. “Chi chi can mot
phuat la cung.”

Khu tién sanh trai thAm mau vang chat, day dén noi toi
suyt nira treo mat ca khi moc got giay vao. Trén tudng dan
gidy mau kem c6 soc nho li ti. Canh ctlra [0 xo trudc mat toi
cé ch{r Penthouse B; t6i quay lai va nhan ra Penthouse A.
Toi phai hét sirc tu chd d€ khéng nh&n chudng khi nhé dén
I6i canh bdo clia Emily va dut chia khéa vao 6. Trudc khi kip
vudt téc cho gon hay tu hdi dang sau canh clra cé gi thi toi
da budc vao moét hanh lang réng, sang stia va ngui thay mui
sudn cuu thom phdc. Roéi téi thay Miranda, dang lich thiép
dua dia Ién miéng, bén phai va bén trai ba la hai dfra nho
toc den dang chanh choe, ching gibng nhau nhu hai giot
nudc, bén dobi dién la mot ngudi dan 6ng cao to vdi nét mat
danh, téc trang nhu cudc va mii su tir dang doc bao.

“Me di, me ndi em khoéng dudc tu tién vao phong con va
dung quan bo cua con, em khbéng nghe IGi con gi ca,” mot
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trong hai dfa nging ngudy ndéi véi Miranda. Ba dat dia
xudng va uéng moét ngum San Pellegrino véi mot 1at chanh,
dat trén mat ban, phia trai!

“Caroline, Cassidy, du r6i. Me khéng mubén nghe thém
cau nao nira. Tomas, dua moén thach bac ha vao di,” ba goi.
Lap t’'c mot ngudi dan 6ng ti€n vao, chac la dau bép, bung
trén tay mot khay bac tinh xao vdi chiéc bat con bang bac.

Toi chgt nhan ra la tdéi da ddng duc ra dén ba mudi giay
dé quan sat ho an. Ho chua thdy tdi. Nhung trong khi rén
rén di tiép thi t6i cam thay ro tia nhin trén lung. Thi€u chut
nira thi t6i cat ti€ng chao, nhung suc nhd lan gap mat
Miranda mdi day t6i da |ap bap va x{ su ngu ng6c ra sao
nén t6i ngam ngay miéng. Cai ban con dau nhi, a, day roi.
D&t SACH /én d6. Okay, xong roi, gid dén lugt quan 4o. TOi
ngd ngac nhin quanh, nhung IUng tdng dén ndi khéng tim ra
cai moc dé treo dau ca. Ban an lang han di, va tdi cdm théy
ro ho dang quan sat minh. Nhung khong ai hé moéi lay mot
ti€ng. Khdong chao hoi. Ngay ca hai cd bé cling chang cé vé
ngac nhién khi mot phu ni la hodc dirng gilra nha. R6t cudc
toi cling phat hién ra mot chiéc tu quan ao nho sau clra. TOi
can thén treo quan o Ién thanh ngang.

“Khong treo vao tu, Emily,” Miranda tU tén va cham rai
noi. “Treo vao cdi méc riéng cho chd quan 4o nay.”

“0, a, xin chao!” b6 ngu! Im mdm di! Ba 8y khéng cén
cau tra loi, hay lam nhirng gi ba 8y ndi. Nhung t6i khong
nhin dudc. That v6 ly khi khéng ngudi nao chao toi hay hoi
toi la ai. Va ba ta goi toéi [a Emily! Miranda thich dua chang?
Hay mu? Ba ta thuc su khong biét rang toi dau phai Emily,
ngudi da lam cho ba hdn moét nam nay? “Miranda, toi la
Andrea, trg ly mai cua ba.”
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Im lang. M6t su im lang bao trum Ién tat ca, khd chiu,
vO bién, choang ngdp va de nén.

Toi biét la ndi ti€p thi chang khac gi vac xéng tu dao
huyét minh, nhung téi khong thé dirng. “Xin 16i 1a toi d& sd
suat. Toi treo d6 Ién moéc nhu ba ndi réi di ngay.” PBung
déng dai! Ba dy dau can dém xia mi dang lam gi. Lam
nhanh réi bién di. “Vang, chic an ngon. Han hanh dugc lam
quen v38i moi ngudi.” Toi quay ra. That kho tin la téi khong
nhirng chi m& miéng ndi ma con toan thét ra nhirng IGi ngu
xuén. Hén hanh dugc lam quen a? Co ai trong bon ho ndi
mot 13i nao vdi tdi dau co cha?

“Emily!” Toi nghe tiéng goi sau lung khi tay da dat Ién
tay ndm clra. “Emily, dirng dé chuyén d6 xay ra lan nira!
Chung t6i khdng mubn bi quay ray.” Canh clra nhu tu mdé ra,
t6i d& ra dén tién sanh. Toan bd su viéc dién ra chua day
mot phat, nhung t6i thdy mét rii ra nhu vua bagi hét mot
chiéu dai bé bai thi ddu Olympic ma khdéng mét [an 18y hai.

Toi tha phich ngudi xuéng chi€éc ghé bang ngoai sanh va
hit mot hai that sau. Mu gia chét tiét! Goi t6i lan dau la
Emily thi ¢ cho 1& nham 1an, nhung 1an th( hai dich thuc 13
c6 chu y. Con cé cach nao ha thap va khinh ré mét ngudi
tot han la goi sai tén, sau khi khong them nhan mat ngudi
dé trong nha minh? Ba danh la t6i thudc vao hinh thai sinh
ton thap nhat & Runway - Emily khéng bo qua bat c co hoi
nao dé chi’ng té cho tdi rd diéu d6 - nhung cd gi ma ca
Miranda cling phai rac mudi vao vét thuong ay?

Co |é toi sé ngbi doé sudt dém va tudng tugng ra canh
ban mot loat dai bac vao canh clra dé chir “Penthouse A”
néu nhu khong cé tiéng dang hang clda 6ng gia gac thang
may 6m yé&u dang kién nhan chd.
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“Xin 16i dng,” tdi ndi khi vao thang may.

“Khong sao,” dng ndi nhu gid thodng trong khi mat van
cdm xudng mat san lat gd, “dan dan s& kha hon.”

“Gi cG a? Xin 16i, chdu khdng nghe r& 6ng néi gi...”

“Khoéng cé gi, khdng cé gi. Ta dén ndi roi. Chic chi bubi
t6i t6t lanh.” Clra thang mdy md, tdi ra chd Emily dang noi
to vao dién thoai. Co tat may khi thay toi.

“Thé nao? Khoéng cé van dé gi chu?”

Néu khong doan trudc la dang nao ciling bi nghe chui thi
tdi d& k& cho cd nghe nhitng gi di xay ra. Tiéc rang cb
khong phai la moét déng nghiép dong cam, dudc nhu thé thi
chldng toi sé la mot nhdm an y. Quén luén chuyén nay di.

“Moi viéc 6n ca. Khédng cé van dé gi. Ho dang an t4i, toi
lam moi viéc chinh xac nhu chi dan.”

“T6t. Vay thi t hdom nay t6i nao chi cling lam nhu thé.
Xong xudi thi chi bao xe dua vé nha 1a hét viéc. A, chuc chi
vui vé ¢ da hdi hdm nay cua Marshall. T6i cling thich téi do
1dm, nhung hém nay lai c6 hen dap sap tdy 16ng d&€ mac
bikini, khdng bo dugc - chi ¢o tin Ia chdng con budi hen nao
tréng trong hai thang téi khdéng? Bay gid dang gilta mua
dong va moi ngudi déu di nghi dong mdi dung chud? Toi
khong hiéu tai sao toan bd dan ba New York lai di ddp sap
vao luc nay. Biét lam sao dudc, phai séng vai Il thoi.”

Pau t6i nhu v3 bung ra vi nghe Emily néi huou vugn,
chdng thém dé y tdi co6 1dng nghe hodc tra 18i. Néu biét
trudc la c6 khong dut 16i 1dm nham chuyén dap sap thi toi
tha nghe chui vi quay b{ra t6i cia Miranda con han.

“Cha, dung la khong may. Bay gid toi phai di day. Toi
hen James llUc chin gid ma bay giG da qua mudi phut roi.
Mai gap lai nhé.”
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“A, chuyén ngay mai nifa. Bay gid d& quen viéc rdi, chi
sé bat dau lam viéc vao bay gig, con toi dén lic tam gid.
Miranda da dudc thong bao. Trg ly chinh di lam mudn han,
vi phai lam viéc ndng hon.” T8i chi muén van cd cd ta lap
tirc. “Sang sém chi lam nhirng viéc thong thudng nhu toi da
ndi. Khi can thi goi dién cho tdi, nhung chac chi cling d3
thao viéc roi day. Bye,” c6 leo |én gh€ sau cua chiéc 6 t6 th(
hai van dgi trudc nha.

“Bye!” T6i toac miéng cudi gia dbi. Lai xe dinh ra md cua
nhung téi ndi cr dé tdi tu lam. “Cho tdi dén Plaza.”

James dgi t6i ¢ bac tam cap bén ngoai, mac du trdi lanh
dén nam do la it. Anh chang da vé nha thay do6 va trong gay
teo top trong chi€c quan da den va ao pull trang, nhung né
ton nudc da ram nau nhan tao cuc ggi cam gilra mua dong.
Trong chi€c vay GAP mini toi con thua xa.

“Chao Andy! Chi d& nép SACH &n thda rdi chd?” Trong
khi xép hang gui ao khoac ngoai, ngudi dau tién toi nhin
thay la Brad Pitt.

“T6i c6 nhin dang khong nhi, Brad Pitt 6 day?”

“Dlung thé, Marshall lam dau cho Jennifer ma. Nghia Ia
c6 ta cling phdai céd mat & dau d6. Lan sau thi chi nén tin la
di theo tdi s& khdng udng cdng. Ta uéng chut gi di.”

Sau Brad Pitt la Reese Witherspoon roi dén Johnny
Depp, dén mot giG dém thi toi da can bon ly va hang hai tan
gau vdi mot trg ly thdi trang cda tap chi Vogue. Chlng téi
tranh luén vé tdy 16ng bang sap dé mac d6 tdm hai manh.
Rat say sua, t6i hoan toan khong phién Ilong ti nao. On
Chua, t6i nghi bung trong khi ré dam doéng di tim James va
mim cudi hd hoa vé phia Jennifer Aniston, ba da héi nay
kha én day. Nhung tdi d3 kha chénh choang va chua day
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sau tiéng nira lai phai xuat hién & van phong roéi, vé dén nha
cling da nira dém. To6i phat hién ra James dang mai tan tinh
mot thd nhudm tdc chia Marshall. Vira dinh 1ang 1dng chudn
thi t6i cam thdy mot ban tay dat Ién ngang eo.

“E,” anh chang dep trai ma t6i vira ndy thady trong goc
gan ban sach goi. Toi chd cau xin 16i, chdc 1a anh ta nham
téi vdi ban gai minh tU phia sau. Nhung anh ta cudGi tro
trdo: “Chi c6 vé khéng nhiéu IGi 1am nhi?”

“Thé ha, t6i doan la anh ciling chi noi dugc chir é thdi,
dung khong?” Andy, ngdm moém lai di! Toi tham trach minh.
MGt chang trai nhu trong méng dét nhién bat chuyén vdéi mi
d da héi toan nhan vat quan trong, con mi thi phan céng
ngay. Nhung c6 vé nhu anh chang khong 1dy d6 lam ban
tam, tham chi con ngoac miéng cudi to han.

“Xin 16i,” t6i kh& ndi va nhin xudng ly rugu gan can cua
minh. “Ta bat dau lai cho t té di, tén t6i la Andrea.” Toi dua
tay ra bat, anh chang mudén gi & t6i nhi?

“Bat dau nhu thé cling chang d& dau. Toi la Christian.
Rat vui dugc lam quen chi.” Anh vudét lon téc nau ru xudng
mat trai va uéng mot ngum trong chai Budweise. Trong anh
ta quen quen, nhung téi khéng nhdé tu dau.

“Bud a?” T6i hoi va chi vao tay anh. “T6i khéng nggd la
ngudi ta xai thd d6 cao cdp nay 8 mot da hdi nhu hom
nay.”

Anh cugi khung khuc. “Chi quen nghi gi ndi nay, dung
khong?” Chac toi trong ling ting 1am, vi anh ta vUa cudi
via ndi tiép: “Khong sao, khong sao, thé la tét. Va cling
hi€ém n{ra. Nhat la trong nganh nay. Chi bi€t khong, daon
gian 1a téi khdong thé chiju dugc canh udng bang 6ng hut tur
mot chai sam banh con con. Mat ca vé dan 6ng. Thé€ la tay
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phuc vu bar phai chay di ki€m dau d6 trong bép cho to6i chai
bia nay.” Lai mo6t lon téc nira rd vao tran, nhung anh vua
gat 1én thi toc lai x0a xudng. Anh ldy bao thudc tu tui ao
khodc thé& thao den ra mdi tdi. T6i 18y mot diéu va lam roi
ngay trudc mii giay anh ta, nhung nhd d6 ma t6i cé dip
thdm dinh anh chang tUr dudi 1én: giay ludi Gucci mau den
cuc hot, quan bo Diesel tré cap hgi loe, mai ding chd va
gau hai son, that lung den, hinh nhu cling d6 Gucci, T-shirt
vai cotton trdng dan gidn, chi c6 con mat trong nghé sanh
diéu mdi nhan ra la cua Armani hay Hugo Boss, chac chi
mac |én dé khoe nudc da rdm néu tuyét dep. Chiéc do
khodc den tréng rat dat tién, cat dep, cé thé may do ciling
nén, bo khit than hinh cao I168n trung binh nhung sexy trén
trung binh. Song déi mat xanh duong mdéi thuc su ndéi béat.
Xanh nudc bién, tdi nghi bung, hay xanh chai? D6 cao va
toan bd than hinh hoi giéng Alex, tuy nhién & dang cap troi
han. Ngang tang han moét chut, dién trai han moét chat. Va
gia hon han, chirng ba mugi tudi. Chac cling thudc loai ma
lanh.

Anh bt Itra ngay va ghé lai gan dé& diéu thudc dé bat I(ra
hon. “Cé gi khién chi dé&n nhitng budi da hdi ki€u nay,
Andrea? Co6 phai chi la moét trong nhitng ké may man dugc
Marshall Madden cham séc?”

“PBudc thé thi da tét. Nhung cai gi chua dén thi con co
thé dén, 6ng ta ndi kha rd la téi co thé ghé qua lam toc
ma,” téi cudi va nhan ra minh da ra suc gay an tugng cho
anh chang la mat nay. “Khéng, téi lam viéc ¢ Runway, mot
anh ban dep trai da kéo toi di cung.”

“Tap chi Runway, ding khdong? Cho &y hay day, danh
cho nhirng ai ua roi vot. Chi cé thich ¢ d6 khong?”
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Toi chi€u cb la anh chang am chi cong viéc ch( khéng
dinh nhan manh chuyén roi vot. Nhung nghe cé vé nhu anh
ta bi€t minh ndi gi. Cé thé kinh nghiém ban than cho anh
biét la nbdi bd khong hoanh trang nhu bén ngoai nhin vao.
Cé nén k& cho anh chuyén kinh di t8i nay la téi d& di ndp
SACH ra sao khéng nhi? Khong, khong, biét anh ta Ia ngudi
thé nao... Biét dau anh ta cling la ngudi cua Runway, trong
mot ban phong x6 xinh nao d6 ma tbi chua biét, hoac ¢ mot
td bao khac cua Elias Clark. Hay cé khi, biét dau day, la mot
trong nhirng phdng vién 1& cai ma Emily van cén than dan
tdi trdnh xa: “Bon 8y luén xudt hién bat ngd. Cé6 du meo dé
Ilra minh va lugm tin tl'c vé Miranda hodac Runway. Nhé chu
y.” Chi'ng hoang tudng bi theo doi ¢ Runway khong rdi toi
nlra budc.

“Cling dudc,” t6i tra I8i that than nhién va lap 18. “O day
cling 1am chuyén la dgi. Toi khong quan tdm dén thdi trang
lam, toi thich viét bai hon. Nhung budc khdi dau nhu thé
cling khéng dd&. Con anh lam gi?”

“T6i lam nghé viét.”

"That a? Chac la thu vi 1am.” T6i hy vong la nghe céu
nay khong coé vé khinh man 1dm, nhung qua that toéi ngan
dén tan co tat ca nhitng ké 3 New York tu goi minh 1a van si
hay dién vién hay thi si hay nghé si. Téi d§ viét bdo tudng &
dai hoc, tdi nghi bung. Va héi & trudng phd théng, thdm chi
mot tiéu ludn cua téi con dugc ddng trén nguyét san. Vi thé
ma to6i cling la nha van sao? “Anh viét gi?”

“Chu yéu la séch van hoc. Hién gid tdi dang viét tiéu
thuyét lich st dau tay.” Anh lam mo6t ngum bia nifa va lai co
gat mé& tdc nhiéu su ra xudng tran.
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Tiéu thuyét lich s ddu tay ddng nghia véGi viéc anh d3
viét vai cudn tiéu thuyét khac ngoai dé tai lich sur. Bugc
day. “Vé de tai gi?”

Anh nghi moét Iat. “"Mot truyén vé cudc sbng & dat nudc
nay trong Thé chién th( hai, theo cach nhin cua mot c6 gai
tré. Toi sap hoan tat phan thu thap tai liéu, con phai danh
may cac bai phong van va may viéc tuong tu. Do vay toi
chua viét dugc nhiéu, nhung khéi dau kha thuan Igi...”

Anh ti€p tuc k&, nhung tbi chi nghe nira tai. Théi xin bd
k€ in it cho con nhd. Truyén nay tdi nhd ra roi, cd6 mot bai
viét vé nd trong t& The New Yorker, binh ludn vé cuén tiéu
thuyét tuong lai bat ca van gidi phai nin thd ngéng dgi va
n nhan vat chinh trong dé dudc ta thuc nhu mot ngudi
hung day an tugng. Thi ra t6i dang tro chuyén vdi Christian
Collinsworth, moét than déng van hoc tirng xuat phat tu thu
vién dai hoc Yale & Ifa tudi hai mudgi. Cudn sach dau tién
cla bé nay dudc gidi phé binh khen nggi khong tiéc IGi nhu
mot trong nhitng tdc phdm dinh cao cua thé& ky hai mugi. K&
dé 1a hai ti€u thuyét nita ma quyén nao ciing tru lau trén
danh muc sach ban chay nhat. Bai bao trong The New
Yorker kém phan phong van tac gia goi Christian “khong chi
la ngbi sao md&i moc” trong lang sach, ma con la mot ngudi
dan 6ng vdi “anh mat va phong thai sat thd cling nhu da
si'c quyén rii bdm sinh, d0 bdo dam thanh cdng subt ddi
trudc phai yéu, ngay ca trong trudng hgp vo tuéng la thanh
cong van hoc khéng con nira.”

“Wow, kinh khdang qud,” téi ndi, quéd mét madi dé nghi ra
mot cau tra I6i hdm hinh hay khoi hai hay lanh Igi. Nha van
vi dai nay cé ly do gi d€ 1ang phi thdi gian vdi téi co chi? Cé
|é anh ta chi dinh giét thaoi gian trong khi dgi ban gai ding
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lam mau chup anh véi gid 10.000 dollar/ngay. Dinh déng gi
dén mi ha Andrea? T6i nghiém khac tu hoi minh. Chd quén
la mi d&d cé6 mét ngudi ban trai vé cung dang yéu va giau
Iong tuong &i vé dé thuong. Chdm dut duoc réi ddy. Lap tic
toi thodi thac phai vé nha ngay bay gid, va Christian 16 vé
thich thda.

“Chi sg t6i,” anh nhan xét v&i nu cudi giéu cot.

“Sgd anh? Co ly do gi trén dcgi nay khién tb6i sg anh co
ch(? Hay la..” tdi khéng thé khdng tréu ngudgc lai; chinh
anh ta gay ra tinh huéng ddé.

Anh ndm cui tay t6i va khéo |éo xoay toi ra phia cua.
“Nao, toi dua chi ra taxi.” Chua kip noi rang t6i da tinh téo
dé tu tim ra dudng vé nha va rat vui dudgc ndi chuyén vdi
anh nhung anh dung tudng sé dudc cung tb6i vé nha thi toi
da ra dén ngoai Plaza va ding trén tdm tham do canh anh.

“Hai nguGi can taxi khdng?” Ngudi canh cla hoi.

“Vang, mot xe cho cb nay,” Christian dap.

“Khong, cam on, toi cé xe ro6i,” toi ndi va tré sang day xe
dang x€ép hang dgi trén phd 58 truéc Nha hat Paris.

Khéng nhin anh nhung téi c6 cam giac la anh lai mim
cudi. Nu cudi sat thd. Anh dua toi ra xe, m@ cla va lich
thiép khoat tay vé phia gh€ sau.

"Cam dn anh, Christian." tdi ndi ki€éu cach va chia tay ra
bat dé tu biét. "Thuc su hdn hanh dudc lam quen anh."

"Toi cling thé&, chao Andrea." Anh nam tay t6i chia ra
nhung khong lac ma ap moi I1én. "Hy vong la ching ta sém
tai ngd." Toi da tha nguGi xubng ghé sauma khéng bi vap
chén hay that thé, tdp trung tinh thdn dé khdng dd chin mat
m{i 1én vi then, ti€c rang qua muon. Anh dong clra roi nhin
theo xe.
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Con ngudi thay doi cling la, cach day hai thang tdi chua
khi nao ngoi trong mot chiéc xe Limousine, gid thi gan nhu
chuyén thudng tinh khi t6i c6 moét lai xe dua di suGt sau
ti€ng dong ho. TruGc day tdi chua thuc su ti€p xuc vai ai do
goi 1a hoi haoi ndi tiéng, song hdm nay tdi da sanh vai canh
cac nhan vét ndi ti€ng cha Hollywood, lai con cho mdt trong
s6 nhitng chang trai d6c than va ro rang cao gia nhat New
York City hit tay - vang, dung th€, anh ay da hit tay toi!
Khéng, tro nay chdng cé y nghia gi c3, t6i nhac di nhac lai
dé chinh minh dUng quén, dé Ia mét phén trong thé gidi ma
mi khéng cé chd. C6 thé nhin tu bén ngodi thi rdt hay, toi
nghi bung, nhung & dé mi sé lac vao ma tran ngay. Tuy
nhién téi khéng thé rdi mat nhin xudng tay va cd nhd lai
nhirng chi ti€t cudi cung khi anh ta hén Ién do, rbi thoc ban
tay toi 16i 8y vao tui xach dé 18y dién thoai ra. Toi bdm sb
Alex va tu hoi, néu ndi chuyén vaéi anh thi ndi chuyén gi bay
gid.
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9

Mugdi hai tudn 1€ troi qua cho dén khi tdi bat dau tich tri
quan ao hang hiéu ma Runway gan nhu an vao tay. Mudi
hai tudn dai déng ddng véi ngay lam viéc kéo dai mudi bdn
ti€ng va dém ngu ldu nhat la nam tiéng. Mudi hai tuan dai
|é thé ma hdng ngay toi bi xét nét tir dau dén chan, khong
dudc nghe 1ay moét I6i khen nggi hay it nhat cling khich Ié
da lam dudc viéc. MugGi hai tuan dai kinh hai véi cam giac la
minh ngu dét, bat tai va ngd nghé du moi mat. Bat dau vao
thang th( tu 8 Runway ( may qua, chi con chin thang nira
thoi! ) thi téi quyét dinh trd thanh moét c6 gai méi va an
mac dung Ié bo.

Cho dén nay thi t6i khén khd nhat khi chon quan moi
sang. Ngay mo6t ngudi nhu téi cling phai ngd ra la mac dé ™
chinh théng” d3 phién todi hdn nhiéu. Sdng sém nao ciing
khé nhoc, nhung khé nhoc nh&t van 1a chuyén quan 3o.
Pbong ho bao thidc réo chubéng sé6m d€n muc t6i khdng dam
ké chuyén &y cho ai, tua nhu nhac dén thgi diém dé da da
dau hét minh médy. Sadng nao ciing ding bay gid c6 mat &
van phong da la mot thd thach I8n dé€n phat khoc. Tat nhién
1a d& co IUc tdi tréo khoi giudng trudec bay gid, vi du nhu dé
ra kip chuyén may bay nao d6 hay c6 6n thi vao phut cudi
cung. Ch( ngoai ra tdi chi biét thdi gian dé nhu diém két
clla mot dém da hoi, khong cdé gi dang sg khi nguGi ta cd ca
mot ngay hdm sau dé dugc thodi mai ngd bu. Nhung bay
gid thi khac. Day la mot ki€u mét ngu lién tuc, déu dan va
vO nhan dao ma to6i thi khong sao Ién giudng dudc trudc
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nra dém. Hai tuan vira réi mdi that la 1am stress, vi cong
viéc chuén bi ra s6 bdo mua xuén dang di vao giai doan
quyét dinh va cé hdm téi ngbi dgi d€n gan mudi mot gic
dém & ban bién tap dé dgi 1dy SACH. Vé dén nha thi thudng
la d3 xong dau, t6i con phai an chut gi dé va cdi quan ao
truGc khi 1an ra ngu nhu chét.

Pung nam rudi, moét tiéng chudng xé tai cham dut giac
ngu - ti€éng ddng duy nhat ma téi khdng 18 di ndi. T6i ¢b tho
mot chan ra khoi chdn va dudi vé hudng dong hd bdo thirc (
dugc bd tri mot cach chién luge dé tdi phai chuyén ddéng mdi
véi tGi). Toi lo mo dung ngdn chén tim nut tat dé sau vai lan
an trugt thi roi cling ngat dugc chuéng. CU sau bay phat no
lai kéu 1an nira, va ding 6 gid 04 tdi hodng hét vung day dé
lao vao nha tam.

Tiép theo la cubc chién vdi tu quan do, thong thudng tu
6 gid 30 dén 6 gid 37. Lily vbn quen dong phuc théng nhat
G trudng la quan Jeans, ao pull, day chuyén sgi gai va di
nhién khéng phai chuyén gia thdi trang; c6 luén ngac nhién
khi chidng t6i gdp nhau: ™ TS van khdéng rd cdu méc dd gi
dén chd lam viéc? Quan 4o cua cau thi okay, nhung lam sao
mac dén Runway dudgc?”

T6i khong tiét 16 v@i c6 rang tir may thang nay toi chu
tdm déy sém va |i Igm quyét dinh stra dGi phong théai thé
thao cua minh theo hudng Runway. Sang nao tbi cling ding
nira ti€ng trudc tu quan o, tay cam tach ca phé lay trong 10
vi song ra, luéng lu gilra déng bot va that lung, len va sdi
micro. Sau khi thay tdt ndm lan dé€ chon dudc tdbng mau
thich hgp thi mdi nhé ra la khéng dudc di tat. Got giay cua
toi ludn lun qua, réng qua, to qua. T6i khong cd lay mot thir
dd nao bang len cashmere. Do chua hé biét khai niém xi lip
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ddy nén tdi ban ron rat 1du dé chon cdi quan I6t nao khéng
han vét ra ngoai - moét trong nhitng chuyén dudc uva dem ra
dam ti€u nhat trong gid giai lao. Va cho du da ngap ngung
nhidu 1An nhung toi van chua ddm méc 4o khdéng day dén
van phong.

Sau ba thang thi t6i dau hang. Mét modi qua. Viéc chon
luva trang phuc hdng ngay d& lam toi kiét qué vé thé xac 1an
linh hon. Sang nao cling thé, moét tay t6i cam tach ca phé
dUng trudc tu, tay kia luc trong d6ng quan ao ua thich ngay
xua. Sao phai khé thé? Toi tu hoi. BDon gian khoat hang hiéu
lén ngudi khoéng nhat thiét c6 nghia la téi ban ré linh hon
minh. Sau khi bi nghe nhithg cdu gép y ngay cang cay
nghiét hon vé vé bé ngoai cua minh, t6i tu hoi la li€u minh
cod vi vdy ma mat viéc nhu chai. T6i ngdm minh trong tdm
gudng cao dén dau va bat cudi: co6 gdi trong chi€c ao nit
Maidenform ( t6i!) va xi lip vai bong Jockey kia ( cling la toi!
) dinh budc chan vao lang Runway hay sao? Cho vao thung
rac dudc rbi. Cha gi thi t6i cling lam viéc & Runway, tap chi
thdi trang c6 anh huéng I6n nhat thé gidi. Chi an mac sach
sé va ding dan théi chua du. Toi gat may thd d6 ngan
ngadm sang moét bén, 18y ra chiéc vay den tuyt Prada, do co
lo den Prada va doi bt thdp c6 Prada ma James dua hém
budi t6i ngdi dgi 18y SACH.

“Gi thé?” T6i hdi khi mé bao dung quan ao.

“P6 dé chi mac. Andy a, néu chi khdng mudn bi mét
viéc,” anh mim cudi nhung tranh nhin thang vao mat toi.

“Sao ca?”

“Thé& nay nhé. Tdi nghi Ia chi cling biét rdng kiéu... kiéu
a&n mac cla chi khdng han giéng moi ngudi & day. Tdi hiéu,
chai hang hiéu la thd vui dat dé, nhung da cd cach. T6i co
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rat 1dm d6 trong kho quan 4o, sé chang ai nhan ra la chi
thinh thoang ... mugn vai th(r.” Anh 1ay ngdn tay ra hiéu cho
chr muon vao ngoac kép. “ Va duadng nhién la chi cling nén
goi bén phong quan hé dai ching dé 18y thé gidam gid khi
mua hang hiéu. T6i chi dugc giam gia 30% thoi, nhung chi
lam viéc cho Miranda nén t6i khéng tin la ho tinh tién vdi chi
dau. Cha cd ly do gi dé chi c¢8 qilt phong céch... sinh vién
cla minh ca.”

T6i khdng mudn phai giai thich la mang d6 Nine West
thay cho Manolo hay quan bo tré con & hiéu Macy’s ch(
khdng mua & tdng tdm hiéu Barney sang trong chinh dé
chirng td véi moi ngudi xung quanh la t6i khong bi 16a mat
bdgi thé gidi Runway. Ai xUi James lam viéc nay vdéi toi nhi?
Emily? Hay chinh Miranda? Nhung ai giat day cling thé thoi.
NGi cho cung thi toi da sbng sot qua ba thang & Runway, va
néu chiéc do cd lo Prada ch(r khdong phai do ré cda Urban
Outfitters gilp t6i vugt qua no6t chin thang sap tdi thi ciling
tét thoi. T6i quyét dinh k& tir hdm nay chi mang dd6 mdéi tlr
t€ hon.

6 gid 50 t6i ra khoi nha va cuc ky hai long véi b canh
clla minh. May ga & quay ban qua sang canh nha huyt sao
theo, va chua di tiép lay mudi budc chan nira thi mot co6 gai
noi v4i toi 1a c6 van bdn khodn tir ba thang nay trudc quyét
dinh mua chinh d6i b6t cua tbi. Mi sé thich tinh trang nay,
t6i nghi bung. Noi cho cung thi chdng ai tran trudng di lam
ca, cling phai mac th& gi dé 1én ngudi, va mang d6 nay toi
cam thdy cao cdp hon hdn nhitng quan do ngay xua cua
minh. D€n gbc phd toi Ién taxi, lan nay khong phai vi truGng
hgp khan cdp nita ma thanh thdi quen. Trong xe 8m ap dé
chiu nhung tdi quéd mét modi dé cd siic ma vui ming khi
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khong phai chen chuc I1én tau dién ngam vdéi nhirng ngudi di
lam khac. T6i néi khan dac: " 640 Madison, nhanh |én nhé.”
Ngudi 1ai xe nhin toi trong gudong hau - tb6i thé la vdi anh
mat déng cam - va hdi: “Toa nha Elias Clark, dang khoéng?”
Anh nhan ga. Xe lao vun vut I1én phé 97, ré qua Lex, bay
XUyén qua hang den cua ph6 59 vé hudng Tay dén Madison.
Sau dung sau phut - giG nay xe cO thua thét - taxi phanh
kit trudc khbi bé tong cao vit manh mai ma nhirng ngudi
lam trong d6 cé vé mudn ganh dua than hinh vdéi né. Gia
taxi hdm nao cling 6,40 dollar, t6i dua lai xe t& 10 dollar va
néi: ™ CUr gilt chd tién thira.” Va cling nhu moi hém, téi vui
mung nhin b6 mat ngac nhién va vui mung cia anh ta. "
Runway cam adn.”

Cling la chuyén thudng. Sau tuan dau tién ¢ Runway toi
da nhan ra thanh toan céng tac phi khong phai la mat manh
clua Elias Clark. Ngay nao ciling 10 dollar tién taxi? Khong
sao ca. Cac cong ty khac &t sé& kiém tra xem tbi c6 dudc
phép di taxi dé&n chd lam khong. O Elias Clark ngusi ta chi
ngac nhién tai sao tdi s& dung mday cai taxi vé van ma
khdng goi xe cua coéng ty dén ddén. MO ngay xdi cla
Runway 10 dollar lam t6i cuc ky khoai chi, cho du cbng ty
coi d6 nhu mudi d6t sdt. Ngudi khac cé thé cho 1a mét dang
phan khang ngadm, t6i goi viéc nay la tdi phan chia thu
nhap.

Sung sudng vi it nhat cling lam cho mdt ngudi vui vé bat
dau ngay lam viéc, t6i nhay khoi xe va di vé hudng 640
Madison. Toa nha tuy tén la Elias Clark Building nhung phan
nura dién tich cho JS Bergmann, nha bang danh ti€éng nhat
thanh phd, thué. Tuy hai bén khdong chung cha gi, ngay ca
thang may cling tach riéng, nhung khong tranh khéi cac
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nhan vién nha bang phong Iuu va ngudi dep cua lang thdi
trang cat dudng nhau & tién sanh va d& mat nhom ngd
nhau.

Toi dang thdm chudn bi cudc tram trdn hang ngay véi
Eduardo thi moét giong mét méi va chan nan tu sau lung lam
toi bat ngd: “ E, Andy! Khde khdng? Lau ngay khodng gdp.”
TOi quay lai thdy Benjamin, mot trong vo s6 ban trai ngay
XUa cua Lily & trudng dai hoc. Anh nga ngudi danh phich
bén canh clra vao toa nha, tham chi cé vé khéng phién long
la minh dang ng6i bét trén via he. Anh chi la mot trong
nhiéu ban trai cua Lily, nhung la nguGi dau tién ma Lily mén
thuc su va chan thanh. T6i khéng hé ti€p xuUc va@i Benji (
anh rat ghét bi goi nhu thé ) tir khi Lily bat qua tang anh ta
v@i hai c6 gai dang nam udn trong phong ky tidc xa. Hai cd
nay cung hat vdi Lily 8 dan dong ca accapella, mot giong
cao va mot giong tram, sau dé khdong dédm nhin thdng vao
mat Lily nira. Toi c6 giai thich cho Lily Ia ho chi dinh dua &ac,
nhung c6 khong tin va khoc ti ti may ngay lién, sau do bat
tdi hira khéng dudc ké cho ai chuyén ma cd phat hién ra.
TOi gilr I1Gi, bu lai thi Benji réu rao khap noi thanh tich da "
déng dinh hai con bé xudng ca vo6 loai” trong khi “con bé
thd ba ng6i nhin,” c nhu la Lily tu nguyén chiém ngudng
man dién cua su phu. Sau vu nay Lily thé khong bao gid
thém yéu nifa, va cho dén nay c6 vé nhu cd van trung
thanh vg@i IGi thé d6. CO 16i nhiéu chang Ién giudng, nhung
cling téng tién ho ra clra sém vi sgd nhd dau lai sa vao mé 16
cua tinh yéu.

T6i nhin xudéng anh, cd tim lai Benji ngay xua trén
khudn mat nay. Anh 8y la ngudi thé thao va lanh Igi nhu
tram nghin ngudi khac. Nhung céng viéc  Bergmann da vat
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kiéet anh. BO com |é cua anh nhau nhi va rong thung thinh,
anh rit di€éu Marlboro mét cach them khat nhu bi ma tay
vat. Mac du mdi bay giG nhung trong anh da mét ri, vé
ngoai tan ta dy lam t6i thay trong ngudi phan chan han. Vi
né cling l1a mdt dang tra diia cho su diéu cadng cla anh doi
véGi Lily va tdi khdng phai la da ngu xuan duy nhat phai di
lam vao lic nho m3t ngudi nay. Chdc anh ta dudc trd moi
nam 150.000 dollar d€ xuéng déc thé tham nhu vy, nhung
ké xac.

Benji vay tdi vdi diéu thudc trong tay, ra hiéu goi toi lai,
dau thub6c vé modt vong sang trong bong téi nhap nhoang
clia budi s6m mua ddng. Tdi ngdp ngiung vi khéng mudn
dén mudn, nhung Eduardo d3 phat tin hiéu * khong lo, ba
a8y chua di lam dau, c binh tinh” va tdi di ra chd Beniji.
Trong anh I8 dG va tuyét vong. RO rang anh cho la anh cé
mot 6ng sép ha khac. Néu nhu anh biét moi chuyén! Toi
suyt pha ra cudi.

“Nay, t6i nhan thdy hang ngay chi la nguGi duy nhat dén
lam viéc sém nhu vay,” anh [am bam ndéi trong khi t6i luc loi
tdi xach tim thdi son mbi trudc khi di tdi thang may. “Tai
sao thé?”

Trong anh mét moi va kiét qué lam long t6i trao Ién chut
thuong cam. Nhung toi cling mét chét di dudc, va toi nhd lai
vé mat cua Lily khi dugc mdt ngudi trong sd ban thé thao
cla Benji hoi la luc xem may ngudi kia lam tinh co thich
khong hay cling mubén tham gia, va chut thuogng cam ay
cling bi€n mat luon.

“Tai sao a? Vi t6i lam viéc cho mo6t ba sép cd doi hdi rat
khac nghiét nén phai dén s8m hon tdt cd moi ngudi & toa
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bdo nhing hai ti€éng rudi dé€ chuan bi moi viéc,” tdi dap vdi
giong day cay nghiét.

“Thai, toi chi hdi thdi ma, xin 16i chi. Nhung nghe cé vé
té qua, chi lam cho bao nao vay?”

“T6i lam cho Miranda Priestly,” t6i néi va cau mong dung
thdy phan (ng gi. To6i lubn thich thd khi gap mot ngudi
tueng dbi cé dau 6c ma chang hé biét Miranda la ai ca, thich
lam. Cuc ki thich la dang khac. Va qua that, 1an nay Benji
khong lam t6i that vong. Anh nhudn vai, hit mot hai thudc va
nhin toi do hoi.

“Ba &y la tong bién tap t& Runway,” tdi ha giong va
khodi tra k€ tiép, “ va la mu gia ghé gdm nhat ma tbi ting
gap. Trudc dé téi khong tudng tudng ra co loai ngudi nhu
thé, tham chi khéng phai la ngudi nra.” T6i chi mudn tudn
hét bai ca than vé ba ta cho Benji nghe, nhung trudc khi
hang hai vao cudc thi co ché thut voi & Runway da lai thang
thé. Lap tdc toi luéng cudng, tham chi khi€p sg rang con
ngudi ngay ngbé va lanh dam kia biét dau la tay sai cua
Miranda hay cdy but clia mot tS 1& cai ki€u Observer va
Page Six dén san tin. Toi biét d6 1a chuyén ngdé ngdn va vd
ly, vi t6i quen Benji t&r nhiéu ndm nay va tin chac rang anh
ta khong lam viéc cho Miranda & bat ky tu cach nao. Nhung
sao ma tuyét ddi yén tdm dudgc? Co thé ai do sau lung trong
may giay vua roi da nghe thay nhirng IGi d0c dia cua to6i thi
sao? Phai bat tay vao han ché thiét hai ngay mdi dugc.

“T4t nhién, ba &y LA ngudi phu nif c6 quyén luc nhat
trong gidi thai trang va xuat ban, va khéng ai su6t ngay diu
dang phan phat banh keo ma leo Ién dudc dinh cao cua hai
linh vuc chinh yéu ay cua New York City. Vao dia vi ba ay thi
toi cling lam thé&. Thoéi nhé, t6i phai di day. Tam biét.” Thé la
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toi bién ludn, hét nhu khi ndi chuyén vdi ai dé trong nhirng
tudn qua. Chi khi tdn gau vdi Lily, Alex hay bé me l1a toi méi
thoai mai chui b&i mu phu thuy ay.

“Ding phién mudn qua dang nhu thé€, Andy,” Benji goi
v@i theo khi toi di vé phia thang may. “Toi ngbi tU sang th(r
N&m & day roi cd,” anh tha roi mau thudc xudng dat va ho
hirng di mdi giay Ién.

“Chao Eduardo,” t6i ndéi va nhin 6ng vdi cap mat mét moi
c6 toat ra cam xuc. “Sao ma t6i ghét nhitng ngay th’ Hai
thé.”

“Kia cuc cung, ding buc boi thé. it nhat thi hém nay chi
cling dén sém han sép,” 6ng mim cudi. Ong dm chi nhing
bubi s6m chét tiét ma Miranda xudt hién tir ndm gid sédng va
doi c6 bao vé dua lén tang vi ba khéng bao gid chiu dem
thé thong hanh theo ngudi. R6i ba I6ng 16n di lai trong van
phong va nhac dién thoai, lién tuc tdn cong toi va Emily cho
dén khi mot trong hai chung t6i vung day mac quan ao va
phi d&n chd l1am viéc, c nhu 1a vira ban bd tinh trang khén
cap toan quéc.

TOi an vao clra xoay, hy vong vao ngay thd Hai nay dugc
ong ta cho qua ma khdéng can rut thé. Nham to.

“Yo, tell me what you want, what you really, really
want,” 6ng hat vdi nu cudi toe toét va pha khdu nglr Tay
Ban Nha. Thé la tiéu tan moi niém vui cua t6i tung lam
ngudi lai taxi sung sudng va dé€n van phong sém hdn
Miranda. Nhu moi hom, toéi dién tiét di’ng trudc clra xoay va
chi mudn vdn c6 Eduardo. Nhung vi tdi 1a ngudi dé tinh va
Eduardo thudéc vao nhum ban be it i trong tda nha nay nén
tdi can rang phuc tung s6 phan: “I' tell you what I want,
what I really, really want, I wanna - I wanna - I wanna - I
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wanna - I really, really wanna zigga zig aaaaahhhh,” toi
ngoan ngoan to Iong kinh trong vdéi ca khic dinh cua Spice
Girls h6i thap ky 90. Va Eduardo ngoac miéng cudi, an nut
cho toi qua.

“Nhd& ngay mudi sau thang Bay day,” 6ng goi theo.

“Toi biét rdi, mudi sau thang Bay...” t6i dap lai, nhd rang
do 1a hdom chung tdi cung cd sinh nhat. Khéng ré bang cach
nao ma ong ta bi€t ngay sinh cua toéi trung véi 6ng. Vi ly do
nao do, chuyén nay tréd thanh moét phan trong nghi 1&é hang
ngay cua riéng chdng tdi, that ngd ngén.

Toa nha phia cong ty Elias Clark cé tam thang may, mot
nfa cho cac tang tir mét dé€n mudi bay, nla kia cho cac
tang trén. That ra chi c6 bon thang may dau tién la quan
trong vi ban bién tap cua cac tap chi danh tiéng nhat déu &
mudi bay tdng dudi. Trén cac cla thang may cd bién 18n
sang deén, chi rd dia chi tirng vdn phong. O tang hai la mot
phong tap thé hinh cuc hién dai cho nhan vién s dung
mién phi, trong dé cé du k¥ thuat tdi tdn nhu may luyén co
chéng dau lung, t8i thi€u moét tram may tap leo thang, bang
chay va may dap xe. Chua ké dén phong tdm kho, bon tdm
kiéu Nhét, x6ng hoi, bén canh khu vuc thay quan &o la
phong cham sdc sac dep, khi cdn co thé chdm séc moéng tay
mong chan hay dap mat na. Tham chi ngudi s dung khéng
can dem khan riéng theo, nhung dé la téi nghe ké lai ma
théi — khdng chi vi téi chdng cé thi gid, ma con vi tur sau gid
sang dén mudi gid toi & day chat cling, khdng co chd dat
chén. Bat ké ngudi viét bai, bién tap vién hay trg ly kinh
doanh déu phai goi dién trudc ba ngay dé dit chd & Idp
Yoga hay tdp v&, nhung van cd nguy cd bi mat chd néu
khong dén s6m mudi lam phut trudc gid vao I6p. Nhu hau
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hét moi I6i mdi nham cai thién cudc s6ng cua nhan vién
Elias Clark, t6i thay tap luyén & day chi gay thém stress.

Toi cling nghe phong phanh la & tang trét cé nha gui tre,
nhung téi chdng quen ai cd con ca nén chua biét thoéng tin
dd cé chinh xac khong. Tang ba mdai thuc su dang chu y vdi
phong cang tin. Miranda khéng dat chan tdi dé bao gig, tru
nhirng 1an hen an trua vdi Irv Ravitz, chu tich hoi dong quan
tri cia Elias Clark - 6ng thich ra vé than mat dung b{ra cung
v@i nhan vién cua minh.

Thang may |én cao, cao nifa, IUSt qua cac danh vi kha
kinh. Hau hét trong s6 ho dung chung tdng, nhung khu Ié
tdn thi tach riéng han. T6i ra khdi thang may trén tang
mudi bay, liéc nhin bong minh phan chiéu trong kinh. O 640
Midison cac kién tric su nhay cam va thién tai d& bd han
giuvdng trong thang may! Lai Ian n{ra t6i quén cai thé thong
hanh - vén sinh ra dé theo ddi moi chuyén déng, mua ban
va hién dién cua chung t6i trong toa nha - nén chi con cach
dot nhap vao van phong thoi. Sophy thi chin gid mdi dén,
toi phai tu luc vay. Toi lubn xuéng dudi mat quay, an nut
md clfa va lay da lao qua khe clra trudc khi tdm kinh tu
déng lai. Nhiéu hom t6i can dén ba, bon lan th& mdi qua
dugc cira, hdm nay hai lan la du.

Nhu moi hom, téi di qua hanh lang gid nay con t6i om
dén phong minh. Bén trai la ban quang cdo, ngi cac nit
nhan vién ua dién T-shirt hiéu Chloé va bot cao goét chay di
chay lai phan phat danh thi€p in ch{r “"Runway” to tudng. Ho
séng va lam viéc trong mét thé gidi riéng, chdng dinh dang
gl dén nla bén kia hanh lang danh cho b6 phan bién tap.
Ban bién tap luva ra mau quan 4o cho cac trang mdt, tim
cach 16i kéo cac cay but gioi, thong nhat phu kién vdi trang

https://thuviensach.vn



phuc, stra bai, trang tri d6 hoa va mdi thg nhi€p anh. Bién
tdp vién dén moi ngdc ngach dep nhat thé& gidi dé bd tri
chup hinh, dudc cac nha tao mét dui cho du qua tang va
phi€u giam gia, bam sat cac xu hudng thdi trang cling nhu
moi su kién quan trong, vi ho “phai diéu tra xem ai mac gi”.

B6 phan kinh doanh quang cdao c6 nhiém vu ban dién
tich d&ng quadng cdo. D6i khi ho t6 chic 1& hdi, nhung do
chua cé nhan vét danh tiéng nao xuat hién & dé nén chang
dan New York c6 mau mat nao (nhu Emily cay doc ti€t 16
cho t6i biét) thém dén. Tdi chi biét dén cac budi tiéc 8y khi
ngudi ngoai k& lai, khi dién thoai réo chudéng sudt ngay vi
nhitrng nhan vat tam tadm hy vong t6i ki€Em ho gidy mdi.
“Nghe ndi Runway td chic tiéc, sao tdi khdng cé gidy mdi
nhi?” Cac bién tap vién khong khi nao cé gidy mdi, vi dang
nao thi chung t6i cling khéng dén. LG dan ba & Runway
chuyén khinh miét, khung b6 va ky thi nguGi ngoai, nhung
van chua dd, ho con tu dung nhitng rao can gilra cac tha
bac ndi bo.

Sau bo phan kinh doanh quang cdao la mét hanh lang
hep, dai hun hat, ddn d&n mét phong bép nho xiu. O day co
du loai tra, ca phé, tham chi ca moét td lanh cho nhirng
ngudi dem bira trua tu nha dén. Dich vu nay I€ ra la thua,
tlr khi Starbucks ddc quyén cung cdp ca phé hang ngay, cac
bita &n dudc can thén I8y tir cang tin hay tir hang nghin dich
vu com hdp trong thanh phd. Nhung cdn bép cé gi dé dé
thuong, dudng nhu Elias Clark mudn noéi: " Xem nay, chung
téi lo moi bé cho nhén vién! O ddy cé tra Lipton, dudng &n
kiéng, ca 1o vi séng d€ hdm mdn dé lai tir dém qua! Ching
ta la nguoi nha ca ma!”
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Pung 7 gid 05 thi t6i cling vao dén 6c¢c dao cua Miranda,
mét khéng |& ndi budc nira. Cong viéc dau tién hang ngay la
md khdéa phong Miranda. T6i nhin ra ngoai trGi con toi,
ngdm anh dién cta New York City va thdy minh nhu dang
trong mot cudn phim (cé cac cap tinh nhan 6m nhau trén
san thugng bao la cua can hd sau triéu dollar v&i tam nhin
ra song), trén dinh cao thé& gidi, dé khi &n nat bat hét dén
|én thi giac md ngay cua t6i cling cham ddt cung vaéi cam
giac thang hoa trong thanh ph6é New York cua moi kha nang
vO tan, thay vao dé la anh khudén mat cudi giong nhau nhu
dlc cua cap song sinh Caroline va Cassidy.

Tiép theo la md khoa tu tudng ngoai sanh, ngi toi treo
chiéc mang to6 thd cua Miranda (hoac mang té cua tbi, néu
hom do6 ba khong tinh ¢cG mac 16ng thd. Miranda khong ua
dé 4o cua ba treo bén canh &o len mat hang ctia Emily hay
cla tbi) va cat gilr vo sb6 cac d6 khac: mang tdé va quan ao
bi loai bo ¢é gid tri hang chuc nghin dollar, d6 giat l1a dé dua
dén nha Miranda, t8i thi€u 300 chiéc khan trdng Hermés
khét ti€ng. Emily cho biét Ia c6 da quyét dinh mua hét loai
khan nay ma hodi do cé thé tim dugc. Cd gidi thich rdng nhd
vay Miranda khoéng bao gid thi€u khan va ching t6i sé tranh
dudc tinh canh hdt hoang di mua sam khi can. Vdi cach suy
luan ddn gian dd, c6 mua hét 500 chiéc khan tai toan bo thi
trudng My va Phép. Toi con chua ké vdi ai 1a d& md mdt bic
thu cua ban lanh dao cong ty Hermes tu Paris gui dén cho
“Madame Priestly,” ho [ai nhai dai dong vé niém han hanh
dudc Miranda chon dung khan quang cta minh, rang ba d3
ton vinh mac Hermeés nhiéu hon ba tudng, va ho vb6 cung ay
ndy khi khdng con su lua chon nao khac 1a phai dung mau
hang hdi khdc mau ma ba van uva dung. Trong phong bi cé
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nira td4 mau lua trdng kém véi mau Miranda van thich xua
nay - mot nghia cr xoa diu néi buc doc clia Miranda trong
giai doan kho khan nay. T6i sam soi dén hai mugi phiut ma
khdng nhan ra su khac biét nao gilta cdc mau vai, nhung toi
bi€t, Miranda li€c qua la nhan ra ngay. budng nhién la bic
thu va mau vai van ndm dudi déng gidy td vd thudng vo
phat trong ngan ban toi, thuc su t6i khong biét lam gi khi
cho khdn du trif bi dung hét.

Miranda vut khan khdp nci: ¢ nha hang, rap phim, ngi
trinh dién thdi trang, phong hop hay trén taxi. Ba bé quén
ching trén may bay, & trudng cua U tré hay san tennis. Tat
nhién khong bao gid ba ra khéi nha ma lai thi€u chiéc khan
Hermeés sang trong, diéu dé khong cdé nghia la ba biét ching
bién dau mat. Hay la ba s dung chung nhu khan giay?
Nh&t dinh ba cho rdng day 1a san phdm dung mot l1an roi
vUt di, va khéng ai dam cai chinh! Elias Clark tra hang tram
dollar cho mdi chiéc kh&n, con Miranda tiéu thu chulng
nhanh nhu khan gidy. Néu ba con ti€p tuc nhu thé thi hai
nam nira la chang con 18y moét chi€c ma dung.

Trong tu tudng van con nhiéu hdp bia cirng mau da cam.
CU ba, bén hém mot [an, khi di an la Miranda lai goi: “Aaa-
dree-aa, toi can khdn mdi.” Niém an Qi I8n cla téi 1a khi cho
khan nay da hét sach thi toi cling da bién khoi day tu lau
roi. NgudGi k€ nhiém ma tdi chua biét sé la ké bat hanh phai
thong bdo cho Miranda biét rang khong con khan quang
Hermeés trang nira. Chi nghi dén da thay khiép.

T6i chudn bi xong moi thr thi Yuri goi dién.

“Andrea? A 16, a 16. Yuri day. Chi xudng tang trét dugc
khong? T6i dang & phd 58 gan Park Avenue, trudc New York
Sports Club.”
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Cho du khong chdc chan tuyét ddi, cubc goi la mot
thdng bdo hitu hiéu réng Miranda sdp dén ndi roi. Co thé
thé. Phan nhiéu ba cho Yuri dén trudc dé dua d6 giat, bao,
cac bai viét ba da bién tap & nha, giay va tui dem di slra, va
cudn SACH. T6i khuan déng dd &y Ién gac va lam moi viéc
can thiét dé ba khéng bi quay ray bdi may chuyén vat vanh.
Binh thudng thi ba dén sau dé khoang nira gid. Yuri giao d6
cho tdi rdi quay lai ngay dé don ba.

Khéng ré Yuri don ba & dau, vi nhu Emily k& thi ba
khong ngu bao gid. Thoat tién tdi khéng tin, cho dén mot
hom toi di lam trudc Emily va phai nghe cac tin nhan trong
hop thoai. Moi dém, khong hé co ngoai 18, t&r mot dén sau
gi¢ sang Miranda gui cho ching t6i tdm dén mudi tin nhan
kha map md, dai loai nhu: “Cassidy thich moét cai tui nylon
nhu bon con gai bay gid hay dung. Chi dat mua mot cai cd
trung binh, mau ma né van thich,” hay: “Tdi cin s8 dién va
dia chi cua cira hang @6 c6 & gilta phd 70 va phd 80 co cai
tu canh cong ma tbi da thay.” C& lam nhu ching téi duong
nhién phai biét tré con mudi tudi dao nay thich mét tai
nylon nao, hoac clra hang nao trong sé hang tram cira hang
d6 cb cd thr hang nao d4 ma ba da nhin thdy. Tuy nhién
sang nao toi cling ngoan ngodn chép lai cac tin nhan tl
bang ghi am - mot viéc khéng don gian, vi toi phai tua di
tua lai doan bang hang chuc lan mdi hiéu dudc giong Anh
cua ba cling nhu tinh than cua cac ménh Iénh ma khong
phai truc ti€p hoi lai cho ro.

Co lan toi da pham sai lam khi dé nghi Emily goi Miranda
hoi lai, va hinh phat la tia nhin giét ngudi cua co. Truc tiép
hoi Miranda cho rd chuyén la mot viéc khong tudng. Tot
nhéat Ia c lo mo lam ti€p va sau dd nghe chui vi lai hiéu sai
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lénh. T6i mat hai ngay rudi di tim cdi tu d6 cd canh cong ma
Miranda thich, bat xe chd di vong quanh Manhattan va chay
doc hai chiéu céng vién. Bo qua dai 16 York (toan nha &) Ién
phé 1, xuéng phd 2, I1én phé 3, xudng Lex. Bo qua Park
(cling toan nha &) nhung van Ién Madison roi 1&p lai tor dau
bén West Side. Trong tay but gidy 1am 1am, mat nhu cd vo,
s6 dién thoai md san trén dui va san sang lao ra khi thay
mot clra hang ban d6 cd. Toi dich thdn vao tirng clra hang
ké ca nhiéu hiéu ban @6 mdi. TGi hiéu th( tu thi toi d& tim
ra k§ thuat hoi.

“Xin chao, & day co ti canh cong cd khdéng a?” VUra qua
clra la t6i da réo Ién. TGi clira hang th( sau, téi dung chan
ngoai clra. Mot con bé ban hang nhin t6i tir dau xuéng chan
— chuyén dé hiéu! - udc lugng xem cé bd cdng trad IGi toi
khong. Sau do thi da s6 cling nhin thay chiéc Limousine dgi
t6i ngoai dudng va mién cudng dap “co” hay “khéng”. Vai
ngudi khac con bat téi miéu ta chi tiét loai td mudbn tim.

N&u ho c6 d6 gb ding nhu tdi hdi bdng hai tir (t + c6)
toi ti€p ngay: “Miranda Priestly hdm no md&i vao day phai
khong a?” Ai truéc dé chua doan la téi dé hai thi bay gid
cling chuén bi goi canh sat. Nhiéu ngudi chua nghe tén &y
bao gid, t6i cang vui vi hai I€: thd nhat la téi dudc gap
nhirng ngudi binh thudng, cuéc ddi ho khéng bi Miranda ché
ngu, sau nifa la téi cé thé di ngay ma khdéng phai tranh Iuén
dai dong. Nhitrng ngudi ngd nghé cdé biét tén Miranda thi
déng ngay tai Ién. Nhiéu khi ho mudn biét t6i la phdéng vién
cho t& 14 cai nao. DU cho tdi bia ra chuyén gi thi cling chang
ai thdy mat ba & cla hang cua ho (trir ba clra hang da
khong thdy mat ba tu vai thang roi, 6i, sao lau qua chua
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thdy dén lail Xin chuyén I8i chao néng nhiét cla
Franck/Charlotte/Sarabeth nhé!)

Sau khi hoai cong di tim, trua ngay th( ba Emily bat den
xanh cho phép t6i dén van phong hoéi Miranda lan nira. Xe
do trudc tda nha 13 toi d& tua md hdi, va khi Eduardo khéng
mdJ ngay clra xoay thi t6i doa sé treo qua. Toi Ién tang, ao
udt dadm, tay run rdy khi vao dén van phong, ling tung
quén tiét nhirng cau da sdp san trong 6c dé trinh bay (Chao
Miranda, téi khoe, xin cam on. Ba co khoe khbng? Vang, toi
mudn trinh bay la téi d& vat va di tim cta hang dé cé nhu
ba néi nhung khéng gdp may. Ba cé thé cho biét la né bén
T4y hay Déng Manhattan dugc khéng a? Hay ba ndi lai lan
nita tén cda hang la gi a?). Thay vi viét ra gidy cac cau hoi
va dem nOp nhu thudng |€, t6i xin gap ba truc tiép & ban
gidy, va — cé |18 bj bat ngd vi tdi khdng dugc hdi ma van Ién
ti€Eng - ba dong y cho gap. Phan cudi t6i tdm gon lai nhu
sau: Miranda thd dai va chac IuGi va chan nan mot cach lich
thiép rét riéng cla ba, rét cudc ba md cudn sd da Hermés
mau den ghi k& hoach (bubc bang chiéc khan Hermeés trang
mot cach bat tién nhung rat dep) va lay ra... tdm danh thi€p
cla cla hang.

“Aan-dree-aa, t6i da doc dia chi cia hang cho chi vao
bang r6i ma. To6i nghi la khé khan gi ma chi khéng chép lai
chi?” Toi udc gi dugc vé lay tam thi€p va quat Ién mat ba
ta, song chi ldng Idng gat dau nghe I8i trach c&. Khi nhin
thay dia chi trén thi€p, thi€u chat nira thi té6i phat dién: 244
ph6é 68! Thao nao téi khdong tim ra. T6i mat toi ba mugdi ba
ti€ng dong hod di tim clira hang & mot khu phd khac han!

TOi c nghi dé€n chuyén nay trong khi chép lai nhirng tin
nhdn dém qua cla ba. Sau dd t6i vdi xudng tang trét dé
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nhan dd & chd hen véi Yuri. Mdi sdng 6ng bdo chinh xac dia
diém do xe, nhung tdi c6 nhanh chan d&n may thi khi xuéng
dén nai Yuri cling da 1ay hét d6 khoi xe va khuan vao nha
dé téi d§ mat cong tim 6ng l1au. H6m nay ciing thé. Ong d3
ding dgi t6i nhu mot ngudi 6ng hién tur & tién sanh trudc
clra xoay, tay 6m day tui nylon, quan ao va sach bao.

“Bung chay nhanh thé, nghe chua,” 6ng noéi dac giong
Nga. “Subt ngay toi thay chi chay va chay va chay, chi vat
va qua day. Vi vay téi dem do tan tay cho chi,” 6ng giup toi
chat hét cac tui va hop Ién tay. “Chi la mdt c6 bé ngoan,
nghe chua. Chuc chi mot ngay tét lanh.”

T6i nhin 6ng day ham on, ngd qua Eduardo vdi tia mat
nira dua nlra thét bdo hiéu tbi s& bop cd 6ng néu 6ng lai
dinh bat téi dién trd nhu moi hém, va béng long thay
Eduardo nhdn nuat cho t6i qua clra xoay ma khong ndi mot
I6i nao. La lung la téi nhé ddo qua quady Ahmed dé nhan
bdo. Mac du phong bdo chi cr chin gid sang la chuyén bao
cho Miranda, t6i van phai I8y thém mot tap dé bao ddm cho
ba khdong phai ngbi & ban Iy mot giay thi€u bao doc. Cac
tuan san ciling thé. DuGng nhu khéng ai ngac nhién khi
chiing td6i mua mdi ngay chin t& nhat bdo va moi tuan bay
tap chi cho ba sép vén chi quan tam t&i cot budn chuyén va
thdi trang.

Trudc hét toi day tat cad xudng gam ban, vi da dén gid
dat hang réi. T6i quay s6 da thudc Iong cla clra hang diém
tam cao cap Mangia & trung tam. Nhu moi khi, Jorge nhac
may.

“ Chao 6ng anh, em day,” tdi kep 6ng nghe dudi cam dé
ranh tay kiém tra e-mail. * Ta bat dau nao.” Jorge va tdi rat
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than nhau. Sang nao ciling goi dién cho nhau bdn, nam lan
thi ngudi ta dé thanh ban.

“ Chao bé con. Anh cho mdt cdu dén ngay chd co day.
Ba ay dén chua?” Anh hodi. DU biét “ ba ay” la ba sép dién
dd cla toi va lam & Runway, nhung chac anh khoéng ro
ngudi sap dung d6 an sang ma toi vira dat la ngudi nhu thé
nao. Jorge la mét trong nhirng ngudi ma téi uva goi dién budi
sang. Eduardo, Juri, Jorge va Ahmed dam bao cho ngay lam
viéc khéi dau tur té€. Diém hay nhat & ho la that ra ho chéng
lién quan gi t8i Runway, du la su ton tai cua ho cé vé nhu
chi xoay quanh viéc kién tao cudc s6ng hoan hao cho ba sé€p
cua toi. Khong ai trong ho may may biét gi vé quyén luc va
danh tiéng cua Miranda.

Goi qua sang dau tién chi may giay sau la |Ién dudng tdi
640 Madison, song chac cling bi ném vao thung rac ngay.
Moi sdng Miranda dung bén Iat ba chi day md, hai xuc xich
nho, pho mat, va cho tat ca xuéng da day theo mot cbe ca
phé sita to dung cua Starbucks ( nhd thém hai vién dudng
mia!) O vadn phong, moi ngudi tranh cdi nhau vé chuyén
nay. Ngugdi thi bdo Miranda luén theo ché& dd an kiéng kiéu
Atkins, ngudi khac cho rang ba la ngudi hanh phuc vi bo
gene trao d6i chat siéu viét. Du thé€ nao thi ba cling khong
tang 1ay mot gam trong khi an nhitng d6 nhiéu md nhét,
nhiéu dudng nhat, b6 béo nhat thé gidi — mot toi 16i ma
khong ngudi binh thudng nao dam pham. Vi qua sang chi
gilr néng t6i da dudgc mudi phut, toi lién tuc dat mdi cho dén
khi ba c6 mat, d6 cli cho vao thung rac. Pa cé lan téi lam
nong lai trong 10 vi séng, chi mat cé nam phut thdi ( nhung
da bi goi: Aan-dree-aa, tdm qua. Chi ldy cho toi d6 tuai di.”)
CU khoang hai mugi phut Ia t6i lai dat d6 mdi, cho dén khi
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ba goi tu dién thoai di dong sai t6i dat d6 an sang (Aan-
dree-aa, toi sap dén van phong. Goi qua sang di.”)

Pién thoai dd chudng. Gid nay chi cé thé clia Miranda.

“ Van phong Miranda Priestly day”, toi riu rit, khong
mong dgi gi tot lanh.

“ Emily, muGi phut nira t6i dén ngi, chi nhd lam qua
sang san sang.”

Ba da quen goi ca hai ching t6i cung la Emily, qua d6
cho thdy - hoan toan cé ly - hai ngudi chdng khac nhau
di€ém nao va hoan toan cé thé trdo cho nhau dugc. Tdi thdy
kha bi xdc pham, tuy dé€n hdm nay cling da quen dan. Thém
nifa 1& cling quad mét moi dé thuc su buc minh vi méy tro
vat vanh nhu bi goi sai tén.

“ Vang, Miranda, xong ngay.” Nhung ba da cham dut.
Emily chinh c6ng budc vao van phong.

“E, Miranda dén chua?” Cé thi thao.Nhu moi khi, c6 len
lén ngd vé phia cira phong Miranda va khong thém phi mot
cau chao, gidong hét sép.

* Khéng, nhung vUa goi dién bao la mugdi phut nira dén
ndi. Toi quay V€ ngay.”

TOi dut dién thoai va bao thubc vao tui dao khodac va lao
ra ngoai. MuGi phut, khong han khdong kém, tdéi cd dung
chirng &y thdi gian d& xudng tdng dudi, chay qua quang
truong Madison di mua ca phé r6i quay lai ban gidy - doc
dudng con kip rit di€u thudéc ngon lanh dau tién trong ngay.
Di tdt m&u thudc, tdi ludn vao hiéu Starbucks gdéc phd 57 va
Lex. T6i ngam hang ngudi mua: néu khéng nhiéu hon tam
ngudi thi téi xép hang nhu mot khach hang binh thudng.
Nhung hau nhu hém nao cling nhu hdm nay, cé dén hai
chuc ngudi lao dong toi nghiép hoac nhiéu hon dang xép
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hang ddgi liéu cafein dat do, va tbéi phai chen hang. Chang
hay ho gi trdo nay, nhung hinh nhu Miranda khéng chiu hiéu
la ngudi ta khong chi tu chéi dua ca phé sita cua ba dén tan
ndi ma lic déng ngudi t6i mat dén nla ti€éng mdi dén luct.
May tuan lién tb6i bi ba hanh ha qua dién thoai di dong (
Aan-dree-aa, tdi khéng thé hi€u dudc. Toi goi chi trudc hai
mudi 18m phat 13 toi sdp dén, thé ma qua sadng van chua
xong. Khdng thé chdp nhan dugc.”) Toi xin gap cb chd clra
hang.

“ Chao ba, cdm dn chi cé vai phut ti€p chuyén,” téi ndi
vGi ngudi phu nir da den nhd nhan. “ Toi biét la chuyén nay
nghe hai ky quai, t6i chi mudn hdi chi, liéu cé cach nao dé
dé téi dudc phuc vu nhanh han mdt chut khdong?” Toi 18y hai
dé giai thich réng t6i lam viéc cho mét ba sép quan trong va
ci’ng dau, khéng chdp nhan phai dgi coc ca phé sang. May
qua. C6 chu hiéu Marion dang hoc thém budi t&i & IGp tao
mot.

“ Trgi a, téi khdng nghe nham chd? Chi lam viéc cho
Miranda Priestly? Va ba ay dung ca phé sira cua hiéu t6i?
Cdc I6n? Sang nao cling thé? Thé ma t6i khong biét. Vang,
vang, tat nhién réi. budc ngay thoi. Toi sé ndi v&i nhan vién
la chi luén luén dudc phuc vu dau tién. Chi khéng phai ban
tam gi ca. Ba ay la nhan vat s6 mot trong gidi thdi trang
day,” Marion hang hai ndi, va t6i cling cam dn néng nhiét.

Va thé€ la téi dugc than nhién Iudt qua mat nhirng ngudGi
New York mét mdi, cau kinh va tu man dang rong ran xép
hang tU 1au. Toi chdng vui thd hay kiéu hanh gi, thdm chi
con ghét mai khi phai Iam trd nay, nhat 1a nhitng hdm hang
dai d&ng dic nhu hom nay. D& chudc 16i, tdi khédng dit mot
c6c ma mua ca khay bung ra. Mach dap thinh thich, mat
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cay; toi c6 quén day la cudc dGi minh sau may nam trdi hoc
van tha va tét nghiép di€ém cao. Thay vao dé la di dat cbc ca
phé sita I6n cho Miranda cdng thém vai c6c cho minh. Toi
dat mot cdéc Grande Amaretto Cappuccino, moét Mocha
Frappuccino va mot Caramel Macchiato Ién khay, 1ay thém
nlra td banh flan va banh siing bo, téng céng tén hét 28,83
dollar. T6i cho héoc don vao ngan riéng trong cai vi chat cing
dé thanh toan vdi Elias Clark ma chua bao gid bi hoi han 1au
la.

Bay gid phai rdo cang Ién, vi tu lic Miranda goi dién dén
gi0 d& hai muai phut tréi qua. Chac chdn Miranda da ngoi
dé va buc doc tu héi, sang nao toi cling bién di dau lau thé
( logo cua Starbucks trén cbc I€é ra da dua lai cho ba cau tra
I0i). Nhung trudc khi toi kip bung cac thd [én thi da cé
chudng dién thoai. Tim t6i dap ron, lan nao cling thé. TOi
biét nhat dinh d6 1a Miranda. R3 qud, nhung tdi van hoang.
SG6 may hién ra khang dinh phong doan cua tbi, nhung toi
ngac nhién nghe giong Emily — c6 goi tU may cua Miranda.

“ Sép dén roi, dang dién tiét,” c6 thi tham. ™ Chi chay di
dau thé?”

“ T6i khong nhanh hon dudc,” téi cau nhau, c6 bung
khay cho can, mot tay gilr tdi banh, tay kia cam dién thoai.

T6i va Emily giG day dudc n6i bang su phan cam manh
liét. TU khi c6 1én chic trg ly trudng thi chu yéu t6i lam trg
ly riéng cho Miranda. T6i goi d6 an thdc ubng, giup hai co
bé lam bai vé nha , suc sao khdp thanh phé dé kiém loai
bat dia thich hop cho ba té chi‘c mdi khach &n tiéc. Emily lo
tinh toan chi tiéu, dat vé may bay, vai thang moét lan dat
mua &o quan mdi cho Miranda - nhiém vu 18n nhé&t. Budi
sang, khi t6i ra ngoai chay viéc thi mét minh Emily phai
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canh van phong, bdt dién thoai va san sang phuc vu
Miranda moi bé. T6i ghen ghét véi Emily dugc mac ao khong
tay trong van phong, vi chi khdng phai rdi phong &m dp moi
ngay sau lan dé& chay khdp New York lanh nhu cdt rudt. Chi
ghen ghét véi t6i dudc rdi khdi van phong va lubén Igi dung
dugc vai phut d€ goi dién ndi chuyén riéng hay hat thube.

Thong thudng thi dudng vé van phong lau hon dudng
dén Starbucks, vi tdi con phai di phan phat ca phé va banh.
T6i dem cho mot nhom ngudi vo gia cu, may ngudGi ma toi
da quen mat & ph6é 57. Ho ng6i vat vuéng trén cac bac
thang, ngl trong 18i di vao nha va trén trdnh nd luc cla
thanh ph6 muén don ho di. Canh sat hay di lung vao sang
sédm, khi chua cé nhiéu ngudi ngoai phd, nhung luc toi di
mua ca phé [An dau thi ho van con day. That phan chan va
thich thd khi thdy mdn ca phé dat 10i mat do Elias Clark tai
trg dudc dem dén cho nhirng ngudi bi thanh phé hat hui
nhat.

Ngudi dan 6ng hdi mui nudc ti€u ngl trudc nha bang
Chase ngay nao ciling dudc udng Mocha Frappuccino. Ong
khong bao gid thlc giac khi tdi dat coc xudng cui tay 6ng (
cé 6ng thudc! tat nhién!) nhung may tiéng sau, khi toi di
mua ca phé lan nira thi ca phé bién mat - cung vdi 6ng gia.

Coc Caramel Macchiato danh cho ba gia cé xe mua hang
va t&m bién KHONG NHA/ TIM VIEC/ DOIL. Sau nay t6i biét
tén ba la Theresa, mdi dau téi hay bung cho ba moét coc I6n
ca phé slra nhu cua Miranda. Ba ludn cam dn, nhung khong
bao gid ubng mot ngum khi ca phé con néng. Mot hdm toi
hoi, liéu c6 phai ba khéng thich ca phé. Ba lac dau quay
quay va mém mém ndi la ba dau cé tinh kén chon, nhung
ca phé dac qua va ba ua udng ngot han. HOm sau toi dem
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cho ba co6 vi vani va kem béo. Nhu thé dung hon? Vang,
ngon han nhiéu, nhung lan nay co6 Ié haoi bi ngot qua. HO6m
sau nira thi t6i gdi dung chd nglra: khdng pha thém vi gi,
chi thém mot chut kem béo va si r6 mach nha. Theresa
cudi, miéng gan rung hét rang, t& hom dé uéng hét ngay
khi t6i dem ca phé dén.

Coc th& ba cho Rio, ngudi Nigeria, anh ng6i trén tam
chan va ban CD. C6 vé nhu anh khbéng phai v6 gia cu,
nhung mot l1an tdi dem kh&u phan hdng ngay cho Theresa
thi anh di t&i va hoi, hay ding han la hat: ™ Chj la co tién
cua Starbucks a? Phan t6i dau?” Hom sau t6i bi€u anh moét
coc Caramel Macchiato va tur d6 chung toi thanh ban.

Moi ngay toi chi lam 24 dollar tién ca phé ( ca phé sita
cho Miranda chi c6 gia han bon dollar), thém moét cu da
ngam cua riéng tbi vao cong ty, vi toi dem d6 an thirc udng
cho nhitng ké bén thiu, héi ham va dién d& - ch& khdng
phai vut tién cua Miranda di theo nghia den.

TOi vao dén tién sanh khi Pedro, nguGi Mexico giao hang
cla Mangia, dang tadn gau vdi Eduardo trudc day thang
may.

“ Xin chao, c6 bé yéu cua chung ta dén kia,” anh ndi,
may con bé toc mach ngodi cé lai nhin. * Moi th day, nhu
moi khi, ba chi, xtc xich va mén pho mat kinh di. Hom nay
chi chi goi cé mét [an. D6 an chi cho di dau hét, trong chi
gay th€ kia,” anh cuGi. Gay! T6i ma gay? Anh chang nay
chang biét gi. Pedro biét r6 la d6 an khéng phai mua cho
toi. Nhung cling giong nhu moi ngudi toi gap trudc tam gid,
anh khoéng biét cac chi tiét. Téi an vao tay anh td 10 dollar
cho gdéi qua sang gia 3.99 va di |1én tang.
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Miranda dang goi dién khi t6i vao phong. Chiéc ao khoac
Gucci bang da ran ctia ba nam vat ngang ban t6i. Mau toi
don Ién mat. Mat gi ma ba khong di thém hai budc, ma tu
tudng va treo 4o minh vao d6, thay vi quéng né Ién ban t6i?
T6i dat coéc ca phé xudng, ngd qua Emily dang dong thdi
ban biu vdi ba may dién thoai roi dem chiéc do da ran di
treo. Chiéc mang t6 cua t6i thi dut xubng gam ban, vi toi
khéng mudén né treo trong td lam nhiém tring 4o sép.

T6i 18y hai vién duGng mia, thia va khan an tu ngan kéo
ra va phai rét cd kiém ch& minh dé khoi nhé mdt bai vao
cdc ca phé. Sau khi dé may Iat m3 béo, xuc xich can tron va
miéng “ pho mat kinh di” 1én mo6t dia s nhd, t6i chui tay
vao may dd giat con gidu dudi ban ( dé Miranda khdng biét
la ching chua dudgc lay di). Vé ly thuyét thi I€ ra ngay nao
tdi cling phai rira dia bang nudc nong trong bép, nhung don
gian la téi khéng sao lam ndi. Pong vai 6 sin riéng cula
Miranda truéc mat ban dan thién ha thi nhuc qua. Do do toi
1dy kh&n gidy chui dia, 18y méng tay cao chd pho méat dinh
trén dia. Néu dia dinh badn qud thi téi I8y modt it San
Pellegrino ré vao cho mém. May cho Miranda la t6i khéng s
dung cdn lau man hinh may tinh! Nhitng suy nghi ki€u &y
chirng té dao ddc cua téi da dat muic suy doi té hai. Toi chi
thdy khiép sg, tai sao qué trinh nay dién ra nhanh thé.

“ Nhé 1a t6i mudn cdc ngudi mau cudi,” tiéng ba vang
|én trong phong. Nghe giong thi biét la Miranda dang goi
dién cho Lucia, phu trach thdi trang trong budi chup anh
sap tdi @ Brazil. * T6i mudn thdy cac cd gai hanh phuc, cudi
rang r3d, khde manh. Khong dugc mat miii dam chiéu, cau
cd, nhan nhd, khong danh phan mau t6i. T6i mudn ho toa
sang. Nhd& chua Lucia: chd lam sai mot li!”
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ToOi vao phong, dat dia d6 an va ca phé Ién ban, khan
an, dudng va thia bén canh. Ba khéng them nhin toi. Toi ddgi
mot 14t xem ba cd dua tai liéu nao dé gui fax hay luu trir,
nhung ba IS di va t6i lai ra khoi phong.

Tam rudi. Toi ra khoi giudng cach day ba gid va mét ri
nhu d& lam viéc suét mudi hai ti€ng; vira dinh ki€m tra hop
thu dién tur [an nira thi Miranda di ra. Chi€c do khoac bubc
that lung lam ndi rd ddy lung ong va lam chiéc vy bé sat
clua ba cang dep ly tuéng. Ba I1én can thinh nod.

“Aan-dree-aa! Ca phé ngudi ngat. Tdi khdong hiéu tai
sao. Chac chan chi di 1du qua. Lay cho tdi c6c khac.”

Toi hit hai that sdu va can rang khdng dé€ 16 nét cam
ghét ra mat. Miranda dat c6c ca phé bi ché Ién ban to6i va
mdJ cudn tap chi Vanity Fair s6 m@i nhat do mot nhan vién
gui lai cho ba trén ban t6i. T6i cdm nhan dudc tia mat cla
Emily cé 1€ pha trén gilra thong cam va tdc gian. Mot mat,
c6 thuadng toi phai chay ra ngoai lan nlra mua ca phé&, nhung
mat khac c6 buc minh vi téi khéng chiu tuci cudi chap nhan
mot diéu bat kha khang. Cha gi thi hang triéu c6 gai khac
san sang xin chét dé dugc Iam cong viéc cua toi.

V&i mot ti€ng thé dai khéng thé khéng nghe thdy, nhung
cling khdng bi hi€u la cong khai phan khang, tdi chui vao
chiéc mang to va di ra thang may. Chuyén da ro rang: hom
nay sé lai la mot ngay rat, rat dai.

Chuyén di mua ca phé lan thd hai troi chay hon lan dau
nhidu. O Starbucks khdng con déng ngudi nifa, va Marion
bat dau rot ngay coc ca phé sira khi cd thay toi di vao. Lan
nay toi khong mua nhiéu thd, t6i mudn hoan thanh cbng
viéc that nhanh va quay vé ban cta minh, chi Idy thém cho
Emily va tdi moi ngudi mét cdc Cappuccino. Toi vira dinh tra
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tién thi c6 chudng dién thoai. Con mu chét tiét nay. Khoéng
biét cach cu xUr, kién nhan va ton trong ai ca. Tdi ra ngoai
chua day bon phut, cé gi ma ba ta phai lam am Ién? T6i gilr
khay ca phé bang mot tay, tay kia thoc vao tUi do0 mang t6
tim dién thoai. T6i quyét dinh chdm mdt diéu thudc dé€ phan
khang tro dan ap no |é nay thi thay s6 may goi dén la sb &
nha Lily.

" T8 cé quay cau khong?” Co6 hoi. Giong cd6 néng voi. TOi
nhin dong h6. Tai sao gid nay co6 lai 8 nha ma khéng dén
truGng?

* Khong sao, t6 dang di mua ca phé lan thd hai. Cé
chuyén gi thé? Gid nay cau dang & truGng mdi dung cha?”

“ U, chinh ra 1a thé. Nhung t8i qua t& di choi vdi T-shirt-
hong va rat ti€c da udng vai ly Margarita qua muc binh
thudng. NoOi chinh xac hon la tdm ly. Han con ngud, va td
khong mudn tu dung bd di. Nhung t8 goi cau vi mot chuyén
khac.”

“ Sao n{ra?” T6i khong tap trung nghe 1am. MOt chiéc
cdc gidy dung Cappuccino da bat dau ngdm ra ngoai, va vdi
chiéc dién thoai kep dudi cam thi phai that khéo Iéo mdi
dung mot tay moi dudc di€u thudc va cham Iura.

“ Ong chu nha cua td tdm gid sadng nay dén gd cua va
ndi rang té phai ra khdi nha,” c6 ndi giong vui vé.

“Ra khoi nha a? Nhung tai sao, Lily? Bay giG cau dinh
lam gi?”

“ Chac la ho biét té khong phai Sandra Gers, va c0 ta
khong séng & day tu sau thang nay. Té khong c6 ho véi cb
ay, vi vay khong dugc thué ti€p can hé dudc xa hoi trg gia.
Chuyén 8y t& biét ngay tUr dau, do dé té vAn mang tén cb
ta. Chang hi€u tai sao ho lai phat hién ra. Nhung chuyén
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cling da xay ra roi. Bay giG td c6 moét y rat hay. Tai sao bon
minh khéng dén & clung nhau nhi? Phong cla cdu & chd
Shanti va Kendra thué tung thang moét, dung khéng? Va cau
don dé&n dé vi khdng cé chd nao khac, ding khong?”

“ Pldng.”

“ Okay. VAy thi bon minh cling tim mot chd hgp ly!”

“Tuyét” Toi ndi hai to qua, mac du dung la cling thich ké
hoach cua cbé.

*Vay la cau dong y rbéi nhé?” C6 ndi, nghe chirng da bdt
phan khdgi mot chut.

“Nhat dinh roi, Lily. Sang ki€n cua cau rat hay. Tiéc la t&
khéng nhay Ién vi sung sudng dudc, vi td dang dirng ngoai
mua va ca phé néng bong dang chay doc canh tay trai...” Pip
pip. C6 mot cudc goi khac dang chd. Suyt nira téi phai bong
vi di€u thudc trong khi cam dién thoai I1én xem s6 dién goi
dén. DO la Emily.

“Chét tiét, Lily, Miranda goi. T8 phai cham duat day, chuc
ming cdu bi dudi khoi nha! T& rdt mung cho hai ching
minh. Lat nlta t& goi lai, okay?”

“Okay, thé thi..."

T6i da chuyén kénh va chuén bi tinh thdn nghe chui.

“Lai to6i day,” Emily cay nghiét. “Chi bién di dau vay?
Viéc cua chi chi la mua ca phé, c6 gi ghé gém dau. Chi quén
la ngay xua tdi lam viéc nay cla chi, va tdi biét 1a khdng thé
lau dén muc ay...”

“Gi ca?” Toi I6n tiéng hoi va che ngon tay [én may. “Cé
chuyén gi thé? T6i khong nghe thay gi ca. Chi cé nghe thay
toi noi khong? MOt phat nira toi vé!” Toi gap may lai va dui
that sau vao tui do. Sau dé toi vat di€u thubdc Marlboro vira
cham xudng via he, chay voi vé van phong.
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Miranda lan nay réng long chap nhan cbéc ca phé sira hai
nong han moét chdt. T mudi dén mudi mot gid, ba khong
goi Emily va t6i [an nao, vi con mai tan chuyén dién thoai
v@i Mr. Mg-Cg-DdG. Vé danh chinh ngdén thuan thi téi mdi lam
quen chong ba tuan trudc, vao téi thd Tu khi dén ndp
SACH. Téi vao dén sanh khi 6ng dang 18y méng té khdi tu.
Mudi phat lién 6ng 1dm nham k& cho téi vé “Mr. Tomlinson”.
Sau lan gap g8 ay 6ng ludén d6i xur dac biét an can vdi toi,
hoi tham suUc khoe va khen t6i lam viéc tét. Bucng nhién la
su' than mat dé khong hé lay sang vg 6ng.

Toi toan goi sang bén quan hé dai ching dé ki€m vai do
t’ t€ mac trong van phong thi giong Miranda lanh lanh dat
toi khoi dong suy nghi: “Emily, an trua”. Emily th( thiét gat
dau ra hiéu: viéc cua t6i. T6i bam s6 dién da luu cua Smith
and Wollensky, ¢ dau day bén kia la c6 nhan vién mdi.

“Chao Kim. bay la Andrea, van phong Miranda Priestly.
Sebastian c6 day khong?”

“Xin chao. Xin cho biét tén mét [An nira.” Mdi tudn hai
lan, t6i goi dién dung vao giG nay, vay ma lan nao co ta
cling nhu khong biét toi la ai.

“Van phong Miranda Priestly. Runway. Toi khdng mubn
to ra khi€ém nha” - dung thé - “nhung téi kha voi. Chi noi
may cho tbi v4di Sebastian dudgc khong?” Gap mot nhan vién
khac thi nhat dinh tdi s& nhd chuyén tiép cdc mon Miranda
van ddt, nhung cé Kim nay qud tdi da, vi vay toi cd thdi
quen noi truc ti€p vdi chd nha hang.

“Xin dgi mot chut. Téi xem 6ng ay cd thi gid ndi chuyén
khong.” T4t nhién 1& cé, cr tin téi di c6 Kim. Ong &y séng
nhd vao Miranda Priestly day.
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“Andy than mén. C6 cé khoe khdong?” Giong Sebastian
nhu gié thodng. “Tdi hi vong dudc chi goi vi ba téng bién
tap thdgi trang yéu mén cua chung ta mubén an trua, ding
khong?”

Khdng hi€éu 6ng ta phan Ung ra sao, néu tdi cho phép
dua 6ng la b{ra trua nay khong phai cho Miranda ma la cho
t6i? Smith and Wollensky dau phai la moét hiéu cung cap
pizza, ma la nha hang nam sao, va chi cho phép n{t hoang
hudng mot ngoai |€.

“Vang, dung thé. Miranda vua ndi la ba mudn tha dac
san cla nha hang 6ng, va gui 6ng I8i chao than ai.” Co Ié ca
ddi Miranda khoéng thoét ra mady IG8i sén nhu thé, nhung
Sebastian la mot fan I6n cua ba nén t6i mudn danh cho 6ng
niém vui nho nhoé nay. Ong khuc khich cudi rat xuc dong.

“Tuyét vai! Cuc ky tuyét vgi! Ching tb6i bat dau ngay
day. Chi dé€n lay thdc an Idc nao cling dudc,” giong 6ng vui
vé tudi tan. “Va tat nhién hay cho tdi gui dén ba I8i chao
than ai!”

“Nhét dinh roi, téi s& chuyén ngay, xin chao 6ng.”

Ninh 6ng mot chat cling bd cong, vi 6ng giup toi rat
nhiéu va dd viéc cho to6i. HOm nao Miranda khong di an, toi
don bira cho ba trong van phong, va cat gilr trong tu lanh
may th& bat dia s& cho muc dich nay. Chu yéu ddé la hang
mau cua cac bé d 8n mdi do cdc nha tao mdt gi dén,
phan con lai 18y tUr cang tin. Ki€ém khay, dao cat bit tét va
khan an vai lanh thi qua phién phutc, t6i bao Sebastian cung
cap luén. Lai mét lan nira trong ngay thang Hai lanh I€o va
xam xit nay, téi khoac Ién ngudi chiéc mang t6 len den, dut
dién thoai va thubc 14 vao tui roi di ra ngoai. Mac du di bb
dé&n nha hang chi mat mudi 18m phat, tdi van suy nghi cé
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nén goi 6td khdéng. Nhung khi hit vao phdi khdéng khi trong
lanh thi téi thay ddi y dinh, chdm mot di€u thudc va Ién
dudng. Khong ro vi khdi hay vi gié lanh nhung t6i thay phan
chan han.

Vao mua nay it khi gap nhiéu khach du lich lang thang
di lai. Ngay xua téi hay buc minh vé nhitrng nguci vua di
vUa goi dién thoai, nhung bay gid chinh téi cling cé thoi
quen xau doé. Toi rut dién thoai va goi dén trudng cua Alex,
néu tri nhé kém codi cla tdi khéng nham thi gid nay co thé
anh dang nghi trua & phong gido vién.

Sau hai hoi chudng, thi t6i nghe moét giong phu nira rat
chua tra Idi.

“AlS, trudng phé théng s8 277, tbéi la Mrs. Whitmore.
Quy vi can gi?”

“T6i mudn gap Alex Feinman.”

“Cho phép t6i hoi chi la ai?”

“T6i la Andrea Sachs, ban gai cua Alex. ”

“A, Andrea ddy a. Chang tdi d& nghe ké nhiéu vé chi.
Giong ba khong cé vé vui, tham chi ngugc lai.

"0, thé& a? Xin cdm on. Tdi cling dudc nghe ké nhidu vé
ba Miranda Priestly. Vang, Alex rat mén cac dong nghiép &
truong.”

“Cam on chi. Andrea, t6i mudén ndi la, hinh nhu chi cé
cong viéc rat thu vi, khi dudc lam cho moét phu nir tai nang
nhu vay. Chi la ngudi rat may man day.”

Véng, Mrs. Whitmore, téi la ngudi nhiéu may man. Ba
khéng biét t6i may man dén mdc nao ddu. Néu ba biét la
mdi ngay hdm qua téi dugc phép di mua tampon cho ba sép
cua tbi va sau do dudc biét la mua nham loai va tbi chdang
biét lam gi cho tu té€ ca. May mén la chir duy nhat kha di

n
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ding vd&i cdm nhdn cia téi vao mbi bubi séng khi téi phan
loai d6ng quén o dinh ddy md héi va thic &n cua ba sép dé
dem di gidt. A, con niral Téi khéng biét cé gi lam téi sung
sudng hon la ba tuan lién chay dén nhing ngucoi nubi cho
té6t nh&t thanh phé dé tim mua hai con ché giéng Bulldog
cua Phap cho hai con bé dugc chiéu chubng va lao toét
nhéat. Vang, may mén la thé déy!

“Vang, dung thé, dung la mot co hoi tot,” tdéi ndi nhu con
vet. “Hang triéu c6 gai xin chét dé lam viéc nay day.”

“Chi néi ding qud. Ai thé& nhi? A, Alex vira d&n. Chi ndi
chuyén véi anh ay nhé.”

“Chao Andy, em cé khoe khéng? Ngay hom nay ra sao?”

“Birng hoi thi han. Em dang di mua d6 &n cho BA AY.
Con anh thi sao?”

“Cho dén gi§ thi én. L3p clia anh sau gid an trua sé& hoc
nhac, nghia la anh s€ ranh moét tiéng rudi, may qua. Sau dé
con phai tap phat am!” Anh ndéi hagi chan nan. “Anh ciing
khong ro bon tré rbi sé hoc doc cho tU té sao nira.”

“Budc, hdm nay co xay ra chuyén dam chém gi khong?”

“Khong.”

“Thay chua, anh con doi gi nrta? HOm nay anh c6 moét
ngay it dau dén nhé va khong c6 mau chay. Hay vui di ch.
Mai van con thi gid tdp doc cd ma. Anh d3 nghe tin mdi
nhat chua? Sang nay Lily goi dién, c6 ay bi tong ra khéi nha
G Harlem, bon em sé dén & cung nhau. Hay day chu?”

“Xin chdc murng! Thoi diém rat thuén Igi, 3 chd hai ngudi
sé rat vui day. Nhung subt ngay co Lily bén canh cling mét...
va cac ban trai cua Lily nita... Em hay h(ra la thuGng xuyén
dén cho6 anh han!”
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“T4&t nhién. Nhung anh cling s& thich & chd bon em.
Gidng nhu ngay xua & ky tlc xa sinh vién ay ma.”

“That rui cho c6 ay phai bd can ho ré. B6i vGi em tat
nhién lai Ia may man.”
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“Vang, em ciing chua tin ndi. Em khoéng cé chuyén gi vdi
Shanti va Kendra, nhung c6 18 em d& quéa tudi & nhd & dau
noi ngudi la.” Cling phai ndi thém 1a toi rat thich d6 8n An
Do, nhung khong nhat thi€t quan do luén luén phai cé mui
ca ri. “Em dinh dé nghi vd@i Lily t6i nay li€én hoan ming mot
khdi dau mdi. Anh c6 di cung khéng? Bon minh sé dén East
Village, anh d3 phai di xa.”

“Rat hay. Chiéu nay anh & nha vdéi Joey, nhung khoang
tam gid téi anh phai vao thanh phd. Luc ddy em ciling chua
xong viéc. Max sé di cung, minh sé gap nhau sau. Nay, dao
nay Lily c6 ban trai khdng? Max dang d6c than ma, néu..”

“Sao ca?” T6i cudi. “Anh dinh ndi ban gai cua em la moét
dl’a lang nhang hay sao? C6 ay la ngudi co tu tudng tu do.
Con chuyén ban trai thi n6i thé nao nhi? T6i qua c6 mot ga
ngl & chd cd 8y tén 1a Mr. T-shirt-hdng, em cling khdng biét
tén that la gi.”

“Khong quan trong. Vua c6 chudng bao gid nghi. Goi
dién cho anh khi em d& ndp SACH xong nhé.”

“Okay.”

Toi chua kip dut dién thoai vao tui thi lai cé chudng. SO
la, nghia Ia khong phai Miranda hay Emily. Toi thé phao.

“Van ph...a 16?” B4t ké & chd 1am, & nha hay doc dudng,
toi ludbn bat dién thoai vdi cdu “Van phong Miranda Priestly,”
nhiéu khi phat ngudng, néu ngudi khac goi dién (ngoai bo
me toi hay Lily). Toi phai khén trucng bo thdi xdu nay di
mdi dudc.

“C6 phai do la cd6 bé Andrea xinh dep ma t6i vo tinh gay
khi€p sg & budi da hdi ciia Marshall khong ddy?” Mot giong
khan khan va rat sexy héi. Christian! T6i c6 cdm giac nhe
ngudi khi anh ta bi€én mat tam sau vu hon tay. Song sau khi
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nghe ti€ng anh trong dién thoai thi t6i lai cdam thay mot
mong mudn khoé ta - giong nhu hédm da hoéi - dugc quyén rii
anh bang su duyén dang cta minh, va tbi voi vang hlra vdi
minh sé that tu chu.

“Dung thé. Cho phép t6i hoi ai day a? T6i hdm do co
nhiéu dan 6ng lam t6i khi€p sg Iam.” Okay, bat dau thé la
én. L&y hoi thdt sdu va binh tinh nao.

“Thé ma t6i khong biét la hdm ay luc lugng canh tranh
hung manh dé€n thé&,” anh nadi tran tru. “Co 1€ dung thé that.
Chi c6 khoée khong, Andrea?”

“Rat khoe, cuc khoe, siéu khoe,” toi ndi db6i nhu chdp.
Téi vira nhé lai may chi dan tan tinh trong t& Cosmopolitan,
trong dé ho ndi la khi mé&i quen ai thi lubn phai “*nhe nhang,
tung tay va vui vé,” bdi vi da s6 dan 6ng binh thudng khoéng
uva phu nir cay nghiét. “Cbng viéc cua toi rat thd vi, toi
khong udc gi hon! Cang ngay cang hdp dan, cé nhiéu
chuyén dé€ hoc va lam. Anh cé khdée khdng?” Ban dung ndi
nhiéu qua vé minh, hady tao diéu kién dé anh &y ndi vé dé
tai ma anh 8y thao nhat va cing thich ndi nhat: vé chinh
ban than minh.

“Chj la mot nguGi noi dbi tuyét véi, Andrea. Ngudi nao
khong sanh sé tin nhitng I0i ca ngdi cta chi 1dm day. Nhung
chdc chj biét cdu tuc nglt cd: rdt kho ndi ddi mét ngudi
chuyén ndéi ddi. Khdng sao, 1an nay toi th( 16i cho chi.” That
ra thi toi dinh cdm phan bac bé I8i budc toi nay, nhung khé
qua. Thay vao dé, t6i pha ra cudi. Qua la khdéng noi doi
dudc anh ta. “Cho phép toi vao chuyén luon nhé, cha la toi
sap bay di Washington, va nhan vién an ninh & day sé
khong cho tb6i vugt qua may do kim loai néu dién thoai con
bat. TOi th(r Bay nay chi cé ké hoach gi chua?”
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Toi ghét nhitng nguGi hoi tdéi co ké hoach gi chua ma
khong tiét 10 trudc chu y cia minh. Biét tra IGi thé nao nhi?
Ngudi ta khdng thé biét s& cd chuyén gi xay ra. Co thé anh
ta tim cho ban gai cia minh mét dda ngéc nghéch giau long
tuong ai va téi la ng cu vién ly tudng cho tro nay? Hoac
can moét ngudi dat ché di ia trong khi anh ta lai phai di tra
|IGi phong van cho td New York Times? Trong khi t6i c6 nghi
ra mot cau tra IGi 1ap I8, anh da ndi tiép: “Toi dat trudc mot
ban & Babbo Iuc chin gid. Sé c6 mot vai ban be than quen,
ngay bao chi, tuong d6i thd vi. Mot bién tap vién cua The
Buzz va vai phdng vién clia The New Yorker. Rat dé thuaong.
Chi dén nhé&?”

MOt cudc hen phai khéng nhi? Bung thé, ding la mot
cudoc hen. Anh ta hen toéi di chgi! Anh ta hen t6i di chagi !
Christian Collinsworth mai toi di chgi vao toi th( Bay. Khong
chi cé vay: anh mdi tdéi dén Babbo va tinh ¢ dat ban cho
minh va cho tdi va mdt nhém ngudi thdng minh va hap dan,
nhiftng ngudi giéng anh. Chua ké dén may cdy but cia The
New Yorker! Hinh nhu & budi da hdi tdi tinh cd nhic dén
Babbo la nha hang New York trong mOng cua t6i va toi yéu
b&p Y va toi biét Miranda thich nha hang nay va toéi mudén
chi ca nui tién dé€ di an & d6? Tham chi da cé lan tdi dinh dat
ban di an cung Alex nhung trong nam thang téi khong con
ban tréng. T’ ba nam nay chua ai hen ho véi téi nira ca, tru
Alex.

“Hum, Christian, vang, tuyét qua,” toi tra I0i, c6 quén
ngay la téi vua ndi “rat thich.” Tuyét qua! Ai lai ndi thé?
“Nghe rat hap dan,” - d6 ngu, mi d3 néi cdu 8y thi tu lo dén
tiép c4u chuyén di - “nhung t6i khéng dén dudc. Toi, a, toi
da cé ké hoach khac cho th&r Bay.” Tra Ioi thé dudc day, toi

https://thuviensach.vn



nghi bung. T6i phai hét 1én dé &t tiéng coi xe canh séat,
nhung tra 18i thé kha én. Vira khdng thd nhén la khéng cb
ké hoach th’ Bay vua khéng ndi la minh c6 ban trai. Bdi tu
cua toi thi lién quan gi téi anh ta?

“That la chi da cé ké hoach khac, Andrea, hay chi sg ban
trai chi khéng thich di gap moét nguGi dan 6ng khac?” Anh ta
doan mo, toi nghi thé.

“Khong phai viéc cua anh,” téi gid giong ba c0, tu ngac
nhién vé chinh minh. Mai ndéi chuyén, to6i qua phd 3 luc den
chuyén tin hiéu va suyt bi mét chiéc xe tai ddm phai.

“Vang, to6i nghe chi lan nay. Nhung day khong phai |Gi
mdi cudi cung, toi tin ban sau chi sé dong y.”

“That a? Ai ndi véi anh thé?” Su tu tin cia anh ta ngay
cang mang vé kiéu cang. Ti€c rang khong vi thé ma anh baét
sexy.

“T6i linh cam thé thoéi, Andrea a, vi linh cam thoéi. Chi
dung lam nhan né€p tran xinh dep ciia minh vi di€éu d6 nhé -
hoac cua ban trai chi. T6i chi dinh than mat mdai chi di an
mot bira vui vé v4i mdt nhém ban vui vé. Co thé ban chi
cling mudén di cung chang, Andrea? Chac chan anh ta la
ngudi dé mén, tdi thuc su thich 1am quen.”

“Khong!” Toi suyt hét Ién, Christian va Alex ngb6i dbi dién
cung ban, hai con ngudi tuyét vdi nhung khdong cd chut gi
trung hgp. T6i cé thé hinh dung rd Christian s& phan U'ng ra
sao V@i Alex, ngudi thién tam nhat thé gidi nay. Bén canh
Christian thi Alex chi la mot anh nha qué ngd nghé va
ngoan ngodn. Nhan dinh ctia Alex chac cling chdng hay ho
gi vé nhirng mat xau cua Christian ma t6i vé cung cam kich:
thanh lich, bam trgn, bao miéng va long tu tin bat kha suy
suyén.
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“Khong,” téi cudi gugdng gao, c6 ra vé binh than. “Toi
cho la y dinh 8y khong hay 1dm. Mac du anh ay chac ciing
vui dudc lam quen anh.”

Christian cling cudi, nhung cé y giéu cot ké ca. “Pua
thoi, Andrea. Toi tin anh 8y 1a ngudi dé mén, nhung khéng
phai c6 lam quen bang dugc.”

“Vang, tat nhién. T6i hi€u anh chi dinh...”

“Xin 16i chi, tdi dang vdi. Chi clr goi dién cho tdi néu thay
d6i y dinh... hodc thay d&i k& hoach, okay? Toi van gilf I6i
mdi. Vang, chuc chi mot ngay tot lanh.” Trudc khi toi kip tra
|Gi, anh da ngat dién.

TOi sirng s&t. R6i diém lai cudc ndi chuyén: nha van cuc
thdi thudgng kiém ra tur dau dé sbé dién thoai cua toi, goi dién
va mdi an téi th&r Bay ¢ mot nha hang loai cuc thdi thugng.
Khong ro la trudc day anh cé biét toi da cé ban trai, song du
thé nao thi anh ta cling khéng may may ban tam vi Ié dod.
Diém mau ch6t ma t6i nhan ra khi liéc xuéng dong ho la: toi
da ndi chuyén dién thoai qua lau. T6i da ra khdi van phong
tru6c d6 ba muadi hai phut, lau hdn quang thdi gian binh
thudng di lay thiic an va quay vé.

TOi cat dién thoai va nhan ra da tdi trudc nha hang. TOi
kéo canh clra gd nang né va budc vao phong an lang Ié va it
anh sang. Tat cd cac ban déu cé ngudi, cac nhan vién nha
bang va luat su dang cua cat bit tét, song khong gian im
lang nhu td, tua nhu I8p tham va mau sac dan 6ng nubt
chi’ng moi tiéng dong.

“Andrea!” T6i nghe Sebastian goi to tU phia quay phuc
vu. Ong véi lao vé phia téi, twa nhu dén nhan liéu thubc cu
mang do xe cap ciu dem dén. “Rat vui mirng dudc tiép chil!”
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Hai c6 gai tré vay xam dirng sau 6ng nghiém trang gat dau
khang dinh.

“That a? Nhung Vi sao cd ch(?” Nhu moi khi, nhin thay
Sebastian toi khéng cudng ndéi y dinh choc gheo ké ninh
dam nay mot chut.

Ong khom lung, ghé vé phia toi vai vé déng 18a, giong
day xuc dong: “Chi biét la toan b6 nhan vién cua Smith and
Wollensky Kinh trong ba Miranda Priestly nhu thé nao, dung
khong a? Runway la mot tap chi danh gia, anh chup tuyét
hao, trinh bay hoanh trang, va tat nhién cd nhitng bai viét
quyén rd! Cai gi cing mé!”

“Nhifng bai viét nita 3?” T6i cd nhin cudi. Ong gat dau tu
hao, mot ngudi phuc vu khé dap vai 6ng va trao gdéi doé an.

“Vang, bira an tuyét dinh cho ba chu tuyét dinh - va co
trg ly tuyét dinh,” 6ng vira ndi thém vira nhay mat vdi toi.

“Cam dn, Sebastian, thay mat ca Miranda.” Toi md tdi
vai bong trong nhu moét siéu sanh diéu hién nay cua sinh
vién cac truong dai hoc New York deo vai, tuy khéng in
logo, va kiém tra bén trong. Mot suat sudn nura ky, tudci gan
nhu dé séng nguyén, okay. Hai cu khoai tay nudng, to nhu
con meo con, con boc hai, okay. Bat khoai tay nghién tron
nhiéu kem béo va bd, okay. bung tam thanh mang tay
trang tinh, dau mong nudc, okay. Thém chén bac dung nudc
x6t, hdp nhé cha mubi tinh hat to, dao an bit tét can go va
khan lanh trdng ho cirng, hdm nay géap thanh hinh chiéc
vay.

“Rat tét, Sebastian,” to6i ndi, giong nhu khen con cun con
da biét chay ra khdi nha di i. "H6m nay 6ng da vuot Ién
chinh minh.”
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Ong rang r& mat may, réi khiém ton nhin xudng. “Van,
xin cadm dn. Chi hiéu long Kinh trong cua t6i d6i véi ba
Priestly, va, rat han hanh dugc...”
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“... lam thic an mgai ba?” Tbi néi dG 6ng.

“Vang, dung thé a. Niém han hanh Ién, chi biét day.”

“Oi nhién, Sebastian. Toi cam doan la ba Priestly sé rat
vUa long.” Toi khong du tan nhan dé ndéi cho 6ng biét la vé
dén van phong, viéc dau tién la pha ngay tac pham nghé
thuat khan an, vi ba Priestly ma 6ng nguGng mo6 s€ ndi can
tam banh khi thay moét chiéc khan an khéng giébng nhu mot
chiéc khan an. T6i cam tdi quay di, dung luc c6 chudng dién
thoai.

Sebastian hdéi hop nhin toi, tha thiét hy vong giong ndi
bén kia dau day la cua nguGi 6ng ngudng moé va y ngHia
cubc ddi 6ng. Va 6ng da khong that vong.

“Emily? Emily phai khéng? Nghe khdé qua!” Giong
Miranda the thé chdi tai, nhu sung may.

“A 16, Miranda. Vang, Andrea day.” Sebastian gan ngat di
khi nghe tén ba.

“Chi tu nau bira an cho t6i hay sao, Andrea? Theo dong
ho cua toi thi chi ra khoi day ding ba muoci lam phut trudc.
T6i chua ro vi bat cr’ ly do nao ma dbé an chua & trén ban toi
— néu chi lam viéc t té - chi nghi sao?”

Ba goi dung tén toi! Qua la mot thang Igi nhd, nhung
bay gid khong phai luc vui mung.

“WVang a, vang, toi xin ba th{ I16i su chdm tré, cé6 may
van de...”

“Chi chua biét la t6i khong quan tdm dén chi tiét cu thé
hay sao?”

“Vang, tat nhién, t6i hiéu réi a. Xong ngay day a...”

“Toi goi dién dé bao cho chi la mubn an, ngay tap Iu, co
gi dé dién gidi 1dong vong cd chd&, Emily. Téi. Mudn. An.
Ngay!” Ba dat may, va tay toi run ban, tha roi ca dién thoai
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xudng san, cf nhu né la cuc than hdong. Sebastian nhu tinh
khdi con sbc, cli xudbng nhat dién thoai dua lai cho toi.

“Ba ay buc minh vé&i ching minh sao? Andrea? T6i mong
ba ay dung ngHi la minh lam ba ay gian! Phai thé khéng? Ba
ay c6 nghi thé khong?” Ong hd héc mdm, mdt mach mau
han 1én tran, IGc nay tdi con ghét 6ng khong kém Miranda,
nhung ky thuc t6i thay thucgng hai 6ng. C8 gi ma ngudi dan
ong bac nhugc nay phai phu thudéc vao moét Miranda Priestly
dén nodi ay? C8 gi ma O6ng phai tat bat xun xoe phuc vu va
té Iong trung thanh véi ba ta? Co Ié 6ng la ngudGi ly tudng
cho vij tri clia t6i. Ong cd thé viét don xin viéc dugc roi, Vi
toi s€ tung hé tat ca. T6i quyét dinh quay vé van phong
ngay lap tdc va xin thoi viéc. Vit hét. Cai gi cho ba ta
quyén an nodi vdéi téi nhu vay? Vi thé? Quyén luc? Danh
tiéng? Nhan hiéu Prada trdi ddnh? O dau trong thé gidi cong
bang nay chap nhan 16i d6i xr do?

Bién lai cho Elias Clark, 95 dollar nhu thudng Ié cho bira
trua, nam trén mat quay. Toi nguéch ngoac mot vét xubng
dudi, khéng théem quan tam d6 la chr ky cua t6i, cua
Miranda, Emily hay Mahatma Gandhi. Toi v& tui d6 an va
thinh thich di ra khéi nha hang, bé mac Sebastian run ray
ddng d6. TOi vOi nhay Ién chiéc taxi gan nhat, suyt x6 nga
mot 6ng gia di ngang. Khong cé thi gid ban tam, tdi sap bo
viéc. Tuy xe cd gilta trua dang dong nhung sau mudi phut
toi da vé dén nai. T6i an td 20 dollar vao tay lai xe. Trong Vi
khong cd, chir téi cling dinh dua cho anh ta td nam chuc va
nghi cach lay lai cua Elias. Trong khi anh ta dém tién tra lai
thi toi dong dap clra xe va chay mat. C& gilr lay td hai chuc,
mua qua cho con gai hay sfa may dun nudc ndéng ciing
dugc, hoac n6c vai vai bia vGi ddong nghiép cua minh & bén
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do taxi - tién ay dung lam gi cling cé y nghia han di mua ca
phé Starbucks.

Trong dau suc sb6i cam gian, t6i xdng vao nha, tang IG
anh mat ngac nhién cua bon con gai toc mach ddng & goc
nha. Benji vua ra khdi thang maday Bergmann, nhung toi
xoay lung that nhanh vé phia anh ta. Khéng dé mat thi gig,
toi quet thé va day cira xoay. Chét tiét! Téi va manh xuong
hong phai thanh kim loai, chac chan sé bi mét vét bam tim.
T6i ngang |én va thay ham rang lap loang cung khuén mat
tron tria r6m mo hdi. Eduardo. Ong phai dua béng dugc.
Bung ldc nay phai dua.

T6i quac mat nhin 6ng. Moi hdm thi hay co6 két qua,
nhung hém nay chang cé tac dung gi. Khdng rdi mat nhin
ong, t6i chay vong qua clUa xoay bén canh, quet thé va an
vao thanh sat. Qua mudn, Eduardo vdn nhanh hon. Trong
lUc t6i ding trd ra trudc hang rao, Eduardo lan Iugt cho
tirng ngudi di qua clra xoay dau tién. Sau ngudi lién. Va toi
van didng dé, tluc phat khoc 1én. Eduardo khong khoan
nhugng.

“Kia c6 bé, dung nhan nho6 thé. bay khéng phai tro tra
tan, ma la tro vui. Nao, xin mdi. Chu y nhé, vi... I think
we’re alone now. There doesn’t seem to be anyone a-rou-
ound. I think we’re alone now. The beatin’ of our hearts is
the only sou-ound.”

“Eduardo, t6i khong co thi gid lam cai tro khi nay!”

“Okay, okay, lan nay tha dién, chi hat th6i nhé. T6i doan
dau, chi doan két. Children, behave! That’s what they say
when we’re together. And watch how you play! They don’t
understand, and so we're...”
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Co6 I€ toi khong can phai cat hgp dong lam viéc nita, ké
ca khi hdm nay con kip 1én tang. Vi dén lldc d6 thi Miranda
da sa thai toi tir 1du. Vay thi dang nao ciling thé, con gi dé
mat nira dau. Hay cho ngudi khac moét niém vui nao.
“Running just as fast as we can.” Toi tiép IGi, khong dé I3
nhip. “Holdin” on to one another’s hand. Tryin’ to get away
into the night and then you put your arms around me and
we tumble to the ground and then you say...”

Toi vudn ngudi vé phia Eduardo khi thay Mikey, ga dong
nghiép kha 6 ma t6i lam quen hom dau dang dong tai I1én
nghe. Eduardo hat nét doan cudi: “I think we’re alone now.
There doesn’t seem to be anyone a-rou-ound. I think we’re
alone now. The beatin’ of our hearts is the only sou-ound.”
Ong cudi vang, vung tay Ién khong. Téi v tay. Thanh st
dudc md thong.

“An ngon miéng nhé, Andy!” Ong vui vé néi.

“Ong ciing thé, Eduardo, dng cling th&.”

Trong thang may t6i dan dan hdi lai, nhung di’ng trudc
clra van phong toéi mdi thuc su suy nghi nghiém chinh va
quyét dinh khong bdé viéc nira. Ngoai ly do dé hiéu nhat la
tdi sd chua hé chudn bi gi ma da ra trudc mat ba. Chac
chan ba sé chi lanh nhat nhin tdi va néi “Khéng, téi cam chi
bd viéc.” Luc ay toi s€ ndi gi? Toi phai nhd rang, day chi la
mot nam trong ddi. M6t nam co6 tac dung maé moi canh clra.
Mot nam, mudi hai thang, nam mudai hai tuan, ba tram sau
mudi lam ngay, rdi khoi xé nay thi téi mudn lam gi cling
dugc. Khdng san I6i mdi. Thém vao do 1a tdi rat mét mai khi
nghi dén ldc di tim viéc khac. Qua mét mai.

Emily ngudc mat khdi ban khi téi vao phong. “Sép sé vé
ngay. Chi ghé qua chd 6ng Ravitz mot Iat. Andrea, chi chay
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dau 1au thé? Chi biét 1a khi bi chi bat dgi lau la ba dy d6 hét
gian dir 1én dau toi. Luc ay toi biét ndi gi? Noi la chi thich
hut thudc han di mua ca phé, thich buén chuyén véi bo hon
la di kiém dd an hay sao? Khong cbng bang, thé la khong
cong bang.” C6 chan nan quay sang computer.

Co6 co6 ly, di nhién. Khdong cong bang dobi véi toi, doi vdi
cO, dbi vdi bat cr ngudi nao cé chdt van minh. T6i can rut
qua, Vi kéo dai gid nghi ma bat c6 chiu kho lay. Toi hira sé
tur té hon.

“Emily, chi hoan toan cé ly. Toi xin 16i. Va sé khong dé
xay ra lan nira.”

Nét mat c6 hdi ngac nhién va thdéa man. “Toi rat hiéu,
Andrea. T6i mudn ndi la téi da lam coOng viéc cla chi tu rat
lau. Toi biét chi phai chiu ganh nang nao. C6 nhirng hom toi
phai chay di mua ca phé nam, sau, bay lan, bat ké c6 mua
bao hay tuyét rgi. Va t6i mét khong nhac nbéi chan lIén nira.
TOi biét hét. Co bita téi xubng dén tang dudi thi sép da goi
dién theo dé hoi da mua ca phé chua, hay d6 an trua, hay
thub6c danh rang dac biét cho rang nhay cam - ké ra ciling la
mot niém an Ui I&n khi biét la ba ay con c6 chidt nhay cam,
it nhat la trong ham rang. Nhung sép minh la thé, phai sdng
chung vdi IU thoéi. Ba ay khdng phai nguGi doc ac, that day.
Nhung kiéu ba ay nhu thé.”

T6i gat dau, nhung khéng han mudn chap nhan. Cho du
chua lam viéc ¢ moét cong ty khac bao gid, song t6i khdng
tudng tuong ra dugc moi 6ng chu ba chd déu hanh x&r nhu
Miranda. Biét dau dung thé that?

To6i dat tdi xubng va bat dau don ban an. Toi lay tay boc
dd an tu hép bao 6n, bay moi th (that kiéu cach, hy vong
thé) 1én chiéc dia s lay trong tu ra. Roi toi chui tay dinh md
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vao chiéc quan Versace cua Miranda chua dem di giat, dat
dia 1én chiéc khay go téch 1at gach men van cat dudi ban.
Canh dia la chén dung nudc x6t va bd 16ng, mubi va dao dia
bac vira thao ra khoi khan an (gi¢ day khong con hinh vay
xép nifa). Liéc mat kiém tra, t6i nhan ngay ra con thiéu ly
San Pellegrino. Nhanh chan Ién - bat c( ldc nao Miranda
cling co thé quay vé! Trong bép toi 1ay mot ndm da vién,
phai théi phu phu vao tay dé khaoi bi bong lanh. Théi va liém
ky thuc chi khac nhau ti ti ti ti. Khéng, Andrea! Hay giir tu
cach! Mj sé khéng nhé vao dé an, khong liém Ién may vién
da. Mi khéng thé hén ha dén thé duoc!

Khi t6i ra khdéi phong, Miranda van chua quay lai. Chi
con phai rot moét chai nudc va sap xép tir té quanh khay do
an trén ban. Khi nao ngdi xuébng canh chiéc ban khéng 16
cua minh, Miranda sé& goi chung t6i déng clra phong lai. D6
s€ la ménh Iénh duy nhat trong ngay ma t6i vui suéng chap
hanh, khdng chi Vi bay gid ching téi sé cd nlra tiéng ranh
rang trong khi ba budén chuyén véi Mr. MG-C3-BG nhu moi
truva, ma ciling la ldc chinh chdng t6i dugc di an. M6t ngudi
trong hai chung t6i phi xudéng tang dudi, vé lay thd gi an
dudc robi lai lao Ién tang; sau dé dén lugt ngudi kia. Ching
toi giau d6 an dudi ban hay sau man hinh may tinh, phong
khi Miranda bat ngd di dén. Néu & Runway cdé moét dao luat
bat thanh van, nhung bat di bat dich, thi d6 la: khong ai
dudgc an trudc Miranda Priestly. Cham hét.

Theo dong ho thi da la 2 gid 15 phat. Theo da day téi thi
phai t6i khuya réi. Trudc day bay tiéng tb6i dudc an miéng
cubi cung, mét cadi banh x6p vbi vang trén dudng tu
Starbucks vé van phong. T6i déi dén muc chi rinh xdi tai dia
dd an cua Miranda.
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“Emily, néu bay gid khong dudgc an gi ngay thi toi Xiu
ludn. Toi chay xudng nha kiém th& gi nhé. Chi c6 can gi &
doé khéng?”

“Chi dién a? Chj con chua phuc vu bira trua cho sép ma.
Miranda co thé vé bat c lic nao.”

“Nhung t6i thuc su khong khoe. T6i khéng dgi dugc
n{ra.” Thiéu ngu cong vd8i dudng huyét thap lam tdi choang
vang. T6i yéu dén ndi ngay bay gid Miranda xuat hién ciing
khong du sic bung cho ba khay dé an.
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“Andrea, suy nghi ky di nao. S& co6 chuyén gi khi chi
cham tran sép trong thang may hay & khu Ié tan? Miranda
s€ biét la chi rGi khoi van phong va lam am |én! Thé thi
nguy lam. Dgi chut, tdi di mua cho.” C6 cam Vi tién va di ra
ngoai. Chua day bbdn giay sau toi thay Miranda dang di vé.
Cadn chong mat, déi va mét dot nhién bién mat khi t6i nhin
bé mat cau co cla ba. Téi thoan thoat vung day, bung khay
do an sap xép dep mat vao phong rdi quay vé ghé ngoi. Mdi
giay Jimmy Choo cua ba dua qua ngudng cua khi t6i da
ngdi xudbng sau ban, dau quay cudng va miéng kho rang. Ba
khong nhin vé phia téi va, may man thay, co vé cling khong
nhan ra la Emily khong cé mat & vi tri minh. Toi cé linh cam
la cudc chuyén tro véi Mr. Ravitz khong dudc 6n 1am, song
co thé ba kho chiu vi phai rgi phong lam viéc cua minh dé di
|én chd O0ng. Mr. Ravitz la ngudGi duy nhat trong tdoa nha nay
dudc Miranda chiéu co.

“Aan-dree-aa! Cai gi thé nay? N&i cho tbi biét, cua ng gi
thé nay?”

Toi lao nhu tén vao phong ba. Trudc mat hai chidng t6i la
mon an ma ba van goi néu ba khong di nha hang. T6i tham
diém qua cac muc quan yéu. Khoéng th( gi thiéu, khéng thdr
gi dat sai vi tri hay sai bén, khong th( gi nau sai. Ba ta cé
van dé gi vay?

“Vang, a, vang, bira trua cua ba ma,” t6i khé ndi, cb
khong dé giong minh dugm chut mia mai. “C6 gi khoéng
dung a?”

N&i cho cdng bang thi téi cong nhan la ba chi nhic nhich
cap moi, song trong trang thai nia mé sang t6i dudng nhu
thay ba nhe rang nanh dam mau.
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“Cé6 gi khéng dung a?” Ba nhai IGi t6i v4Gi giong chua loét
chang gidbng gi giong to6i, cling chdang phai giong ngudi nira.
Ba nheo tit mat lai va cli xudng. “Vang, cé gi dé khong
dung. Hoan toan va tuyét dbi khong dung. Tai sao tdi phai
vé day dé nhin thay thd nay nam chinh’inh trén ban minh?”

Toi nhu dirng tru6c mot cau d6 hdéc hiém. Tai sao ba
phai nhin thay thd nay trén ban minh nhi? RO rang chuyén
ba dat b{ra an trua cach day moét tiéng khéng phai la cau tra
IGi chinh xac. Nhung t6i khong tim ra cau tra IGi nao khac.
Hay la ba khoéng thich cai khay? Khong, chuyén vo ly: ba da
thay né mot triéu lan va chua bao gid ngo IGi phan nan ca.
Nha hang chon sai loai thit chang? Ba c6 lan nha hang cung
cap miéng thit than ngon tuyét, vi ho cho rang thit nay vura
ngon miéng han thit suGn. Vua trong thay thit la Miranda
suyt ndi con dau tim. Ba bat t6i goi dién thoai cho 6ng bép
trudng dé& mang cho mot tran, trong Iuc ba ding bén canh
va bao toi phai ndi gi.

“Xin 16i ba, rat dang tiéc,” dau bép ndéi nhe nhang nhu
con ngudi dadng yéu nhat hanh tinh. " Loi clda toi. Toi cl
nghi la nén ma&i mot khach hang dang kinh nhu Ms. Priestly
nhirng gi tét nhat trong nha hang. T6i cling khong tinh thém
tién. Xin ba yén tam la khéng bao gid xay ra lan nira. TOi
xin hra.” Toi suyt phat khoc khi phai thét ra réang 6ng la do
vO dung va cho dén cudbi ddi chi xi’'ng dang dudc ndu cho
mot quan &n hang hai ma thoi. Ong ta xin 16i [An nifa va
dong y la ™ t6i” cd ly. T« hém dé trd di Miranda ludn dugc
mdi mén sudn ran ldong dao. VAy thi khong phai 16i cia nha
hang. T6i khéng hi€u ba bat binh vi céi gi.
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“ Aan-dree-aa, trg ly cua 6ng Ravitz khong cho chi biét
la t6i va 6ng ay luc nay vua di an & cai phong cang tin tham
hai dudi kia hay sao?” Ba héi cham rai, tua nhu phai hét sic
kiém ché caon thinh no.

Ba ay vua lam gi cag? Chay di chay lai, nghe Sebastian
ninh not, nghe chui mang trén dién thoai di dong, mdn an
95 dollar, bai hat cta Tiffany, sap dat khay d6 an, cdm giac
choang vang, bung lép kep ngbi dgi ba ta quay vé - thi ra
ba da an roi?

“ A, khong a, cd 8y khodng goi dién dén day. Vang, a,
nghia la ba khdong mudén an th& nay nita a?” T6i hdi va chi
vao khay.

Ba nhin t6i nhu vira nghe t6i dé nghi hay an thit mot
trong hai dda song sinh. ™ Thé chi nghi t6i muén gi, Emily?”
Ti€c qua, sudt t’ nay ba ndi dung tén toi roi.

“ T6i nghi la, vang, a, ba khéng mudén an.”

“ Chi nhanh tri qua, Emily a. T6i that hanh phic dudgc
gép mdt ngudi théng minh nhu chi. Don di. Va dung dé xay
ra [an nlra. Cham hét.”

T6i nghi la minh vira nhap vao mot cuén phim. To6i thay
canh dién ngay trudc mat ma trong dé toi vo 18y khay dd an
trén ban va liéng chéo qua phong. Bung tinh sau hanh dong
ay, Miranda hé6i han xin tha toi da an ndi vdi téi moét cach
miét thi. Nhung ti€éng go tay sot rudt Ién mat ban cua ba da
nhanh chong kéo toi trg vé thuc t€. Toi bung khay ra ngoai.

“ Aan-dree-aa! Chj dong clra lai. Toi can nghi mot 1at,”
ba goi v3i theo. Toi doan la d6t nhién nhan dudgc moén dac
san do chinh minh dat thi that la mot cu séc trong ngay
hom nay.
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Pung luc d6 Emily quay vé vGi mot lon Dier Coke va mot
tdi nho khd dé tdi séng sot qua bira trua. Va tat nhién trong
ddé khdong co 1dy moét calo hay mot hat dudng hay mot gam
chét béo. Nghe Miranda goi, chi dat dd xudng va nhay x6 ra
ddéng cura.

* CO chuyén gi vay?” C6 thi tham va nhin khay thdc an
con nguyén ma téi bung trén tay trong khi d&*rng nhu moc ré
canh ban.

“ O, hinh nhu ba sép yéu quy cla ching ta da &n trua
roi thi phai,” toi rit qua ké rang. “ LUc nay t6i chi chay di
mua d6 an vi téi khéng co tai tién tri va ngoai cam, ciing
chdng nhin thdu dudc vao da day ba &y dé biét Ia ba khéng
déi nra.”

“ That a?” Emily ndi. * Ba 8y mang chi vi chi da chay di
mua d6 an cho minh va khéng biét ba ay da an roi? That la
do khén kiép.”

TOi gat dau. That kho tin vao ngoai I1€ la Emily hua vé
phe t6i, thay vi giang giai vé nhirng gi ma t6i t6i da khong
lam dudc. Nhung t6i vui ming qua sém! Trong vong mot
gidy, hét nhu mat trdi 1&n xudng va chi con dé€ lai méy vét
xanh tim, vé buc doc trén mat chi d3 nhudng chd cho hdi
han. CU thut voi ding ki€u Runway.

“ Andrea, chi hdy nhd IGc ndy minh ban chuyén gi.” A,
run r6i phai khong! ™ Ba ay khoéng dinh xic pham chi, khong
phai cé ac y. Nhung khdng thé dé ba &y phai nghi dén tirng
chuyén 1at vat. Bing buc minh nita. D& d6 an di rdi quén
moi chuyén di nhé.” Emily quay di va bat may tinh. Tat
nhién la c6 8y s¢ Miranda cai rép & phong va nghe hét moi
chuyén. Mat c6 do dir, chac vi h6éi han da budt moém noi
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that. T6i khdng hinh dung ra lam sao c6 ay chiu dung dugc
cong viéc nay lau thé.

T6i nghi xem cd nén an béng dia suGn, nhung nhd lai
trudc d6 may phut nd & trén ban Miranda la tdi mudn 10n
muaa. T6i bung khay vao bép va gilf nghiéng cho tat ca
nhitng gi trén do6 trdi tudt thdng vao thung rac — toan bd
mdn &n dudc xao ndu va tra gia vi ding kiéu, chiéc dia s,
chén bac dung nudc x6t, mudi, khan an, dao dia, dao bit
té€t, ly pha |é. Bi tong, cham hét. Viéc gi phai ban tam. Trua
mai, hodc lic nao d6 téi lai mua d6 mdi, n€u ba ta tinh cd
goi an trua lan nira.

Khi t6i mo dudc téi tiém Drinkland thi Alex trong cau
ban va Lily mat mii phd phac. Téi tu hoi, liéu Alex cé biét Ia
hom nay mot ngudi dan 6ng khac mudn hen gap t6i? Mot
ngudi dan 6ng khdng chi ndi ti€éng va gia hon, ma con dién
dién nira? Liéu anh co linh cdm thdy? C6 nén ké cho anh
biét khoéng? Thoi, im di thi hon. No6i cho cung thi toi cling
khéng dinh nhan I8i, va dang nao anh ta cling khéng hap
dan toi Idm. V& chuyén ra Iam gi cho thém ric réi.

“ Xin chao cO6 bup bé thdi trang,” Lily 1& nhe, nang coc
Gin pha Tonic Ién chao. Mot chit rugu sanh I1én ao len song
c6 cling khéng nhan ra. * Hay nén goi la ngudi cung phong
tuang lai thi hon? Lay thd gi uéng di. Ta c6 dip chut mung.”

Tbi hon Alex va ngbi xudng canh anh.

“ Trong em hém nay hot qua,” Alex ndi va ngam bo do
Prada day than phuc. " Lén dGi tU khi nao thé?”

“ TU hém nay. TU khi ngudi ta giai thich cho em hiéu la
nén &n mac cho dung kiéu néu khdng mudén sdm bi ra
dudng. D6 kha choang day, nhung cling phai mac d6 gi doé
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lén ngudi. Bay gid thi em phai xin 16i moi ngudi vi d& dén
mudn qua. SACH hom nay m&i khdng xong, va ndp xong roi
thi Miranda lai sai chay ra cira hiéu dac san dé 18y it hing
qué.”

“ Anh tuéng la ba ay nudi dau bép?” Alex choc ngay. "
Sao khong sai bép di mua?”

“ PUng la ba ay c6 dau bép. Co6 cd mot cb giup viéc, mot
cd trong tré va hai con. Em hoan toan khdng hiéu ndi vi sao
ba ay lai sai chinh em. Em dau can niém vinh hanh dé. Nhat
la khi ca dai 16 5 khong cd clra hiéu dac san nao. Suoét
dudng Park va Madison ciing vay. Ra dén Lex mdi gap moét
clra hiéu, song tat nhién & d6 ho lai khong cé hing qué. Em
méat ding bén mudi Iam phidt dé€ mua dudc. T6t nhét 1a em
|3y tién cong ty mua ca ta gia vi va hang ngay deo trén
lung. Nhung moi ngudi nén biét la bOn mudi lam phuat ay
khdng hé udng cdng vo ich, vi em d& hoc dugc nhiéu diéu
quan trong, nhiéu kién thic va kinh nghiém cho tucng lai
lam bdo cua minh. Bay giG em dang trén dudng cao toc tién
dén ghé& bién tap vién!” T6i mim cudi dac thang.

“ Mung cho tuong lai cau!” Lily 1én ti€ng, chac chan
khong nhan ra giong mia mai cua toi.

“ C6 nang hét biét trai dat roi,” Alex khé ndi, lo Iang nhin
sang Lily nhu di tham mot ba c6 6m nam vién. * Chac c6 ay
dén sém haon Max va anh hang may tiéng, hoac cé téc do
udng rat nhanh. Max cling di r6i.”

Lily lubn uéng nhiéu, nhung khong cé gi la - da lam gi la
cO6 phai lam dén nci dén chon. HGi hoc cap hai, c6 la ngudi
dau tién hut can sa, va |én cap ba ciling la ngudi dau tién
danh mat su trong trang. Co yéu tat ca nhirng ai va nhirng
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gi khéng dap lai tinh yéu 8y, cdt chi dé cam nhdn dudgc minh
dang sbng.

“ T& khdng hiéu tai sao cu cé thé Ién giudng vdi thang
cha d6, mac du cu biét rd la han khoéng bao gid chiu chia
tay ban gai minh,” cé lIan t6i néi vé mot ban trai ma c6 vung
trom quan hé & trudng.

“ Con td khdng hiéu tai sao ciu c’ ngoan ngoan tuén
thu luat chai,” cé da lai tic thi. ® O cdu moi th& déu theo ké
hoach va quy dinh, hay s6ng di, hay vui di ch(, Andy! Cam
nhan di ch(! Cubc séng vui lam!”

C6 thé gan day cd uéng nhiéu hon ngay xua that, nhung
toi bi€t la co6 hoc cuc ki vat va, ngay ca khi cb6 la ngudi co
nhiéu nghi luc. Va cac gido su & dai hoc Columbia do6i hoi
cao hon va nghiém khac hon & Brown. Biét dau, toi nghi
bung trong khi vay tay goi boi ban, cé thé rugu lai 13 mét
th(r trg luc. T6i goi mot ly Absolut véi nudc budi va lam moét
ngum |8n. Nhung t6i xiu han di, vi ngoai lon Diet Coke va
goi nho khé Emily mua cho lUc trua téi chang cé gi trong da
day.

“ Em bié€t Ia may tuan nay Lily bi nhiéu stress & trudng
lam,” toi ndi vai Alex, cif nhu khéng co c6 ng6i canh. Pang
nao thi c6 cling khong nhan ra t6i n6i vé minh, vi dang mai
da 16ng nheo md&i mot tay dién trai canh qudy bar. Alex
vong tay dm toi, va toi &p sat ngudi anh. That dé chiu khi &
gan anh, toi c6 cam giac may tuan lién chua dugc anh 6m.

“ Anh ghét pha cubc vui, nhung anh phai vé nha day,”
Alex noi va tém toc tbi ra sau tai. * Hai ngudi & lai c6 6n
khong?”

“ Anh di roi a? SEm thé?”
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“SAm? Andy, anh ng6i day va quan sat ban gai than
nhat cua em udng da dudc hai tiéng rbéi. Anh mudn dén vdi
em, nhung em khéng cé mat. Gan nira dém roi, anh con
phai chira bai cho hoc sinh n{ra.” Anh ndi tu tén, nhung toi
nhan ra anh khé chiu.

“ Em biét, em xin 10i, that ddy, anh biét 1a néu ¢ thé
dudc thi em da dén dung gid. Anh biét 1a..”

“Anh biét h&t. Anh khdng bao dé Ia 16i cia em. Anh hiéu
em. Nhung em cling phai hi€u cho anh, okay?”

Toi gat dau va hoén anh, nhung khong thoat dugc mac
cam toi 16i. T6i hira nhat dinh s& dén dap bang cd mot tdi
chi danh cho anh. Qua la anh phai chiu dung nhiéu vi toi va
cong viéc cua toi.

“ Anh khdng mudén dén chd em hém nay?” Téi héi, giong
chan chilra hy vong.

“ Khoéng, trir khi em nhG anh giup dua Lily vé nha. Anh
phai vé nha, con hang chong vdé phai chira.” Anh lai 6m to0i,
hon Lily 1én ma r6i di vé phia ca. * Néu can anh thi goi
dién,” anh noi trudc khi ra dén dudng.

“ Sao Alex bd di s6m thé&?” Lily hdi, m3c du sudt budi cd
ngo6i canh hai ching t6i. * Anh ay gian cau a?”

“ Co thé,” toi thd dai. * Dao nay té ddi xir véi anh 8y qua
té.” Toi ra bar lay t& thuc dan, khi quay vé thi ga cé dang
nhan vién ching khoan da san canh Lily va ngoi sat dui vao
cO6. Trong ga chua dén ba mudi, nhung tran hoéi hai bén veé
gia di han nhiéu.

T6i ném chiéc ao khoac cho Lily. * Mac vao di, Lily, minh
di thoi,” téi ndi, mat nhin ga. Da danh ga khoéng thudc loai
ngudi cao I6n, nhung chiéc quan kaki x€p li lam cho lun mot
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mau. Va cai miéng ga con cach nam phan dén tai cd ban gai
than nhat khong lam t6i cé thém cam tinh véi ga.

“ E, sao vOi thé?” Giong g l& nhé. * Ban em va anh vira
mdi lam quen nhau ma.” Lily gat dau va toan lam mot ngum
tUr cai ly can kho.

“ Nghe rat hay, nhung bon t6i phai vé. Anh tén gi?”

“ Stuart.”

" Rat vui dudc lam quen anh, Stuart. Sao anh khéng cho
Lily s6 dién? CO ay sé goi anh khi khoe 1én mot chut - hoac
khong goi. budc khong a?” Toi nhe rang cudi.

Tai sao khong, thé cling dudc, tam biét,” ga nhom day
va bién nhanh vé phia quay bar d&n ndi Lily khéng nhan ra
la g5 d3 di khoi.

" Stuart va té vua lam quen nhau moét chut, dung
khéng? Stu..” cd quay sang bén canh, nhin thdy chd tréng
va ngé mat ra.

" Stuart cé viéc gap. Lily, ta di tho6i.”

ToOi choang chiéc do khoac thuy thu xanh Ién trén do len
va kéo Lily day. Co loang choang theo t6i ra clra . Khdong khi
bén ngoai lanh nhu cat, cang toét.

" Té khong dudc khoe,” cb e nhe.

“ Biét r6i, cung a, biét rbi. bi, ta ki€m taxi tréd vé nha
cau, okay? Cau c6 nghi minh tu lam dugc khong?”

Co gat dau, than nhién cui vé phia trudc va ndn oc Ién
ddi b6t ndu clia minh, ban I&én ca quan bo. By gid ma may
con bé Runway nhin thdy ban nbi khé cua minh nhi - téi bat
giac nghi bung.

To6i dung Lily ngdi 1én bdu clra s6 mét clra hiéu ma toi
doan khong lap hé thong bao dong, dan c6 khéng dudc
dong day rbi chay qua bén dudng vao mot clra hiéu Tay Ban
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Nha gid nay con md cla. Trudc khi toi tré vé c6 con nbn lan
nira, 14n nay nan nhan 1a nguc 4o, mat co6 d8 dan. Toi vira
mua hai chai nudc khoang, mot dé uéng va mot dé rua.
Nhung th8y Lily tham hai qud, téi d6 ca hai chai 1én do va
giay c6. Tha mdac d6 udt han la b6c mui tanh tudi, chdng
taxi nao cho 1&n. Co say dén ndi khdng biét chuyén gi xung
quanh.

T6i phai xin dén gdy IuGi dé |Iam mém long 6ng lai taxi
chap nhan chd Lily trong tinh trang nay. Gia taxi da du
chong mat, toi con hlra cho thém tién bo hau hinh vi chlng
toi phai di tUr Lower East Side dén tan Upper West Side, toi
dd nham tinh méat t&i 20 dollar ch khdng it. Khoan nay cé
|& phai ghi vao vu mua sdm th( gi dé cho Miranda dé thanh
toan. Chac khong kho.

May bac thang Ién nha Lily & tdang bon con kém thd vi
hon di hai mugi lam phut taxi. Sau khi dugc t6i cdi quan ao,
cd tu tdm mot minh dudi voi hoa sen. Téi diu cb6 thang vao
giudng, c6 dd sdp xuéng ném va thi€p di ludn. Tdi nhin Lily
va trong Iong trao Ién ki Uc hoéi tudng thagi di hoc va tat ca
nhitng gi chung téi cung lam vd&i nhau. Bay gid thi vui, ro
roi, nhung khdong bao gid chung toi trd lai thanh than dudgc
nhu hoi ay.

Lily dao nay hdi qua trén trong chuyén rugu che va
thudng xuyén trong tinh trang say xin. Tuan trudc Alex cé
nhic t&i chuyén 8y nhung tdi bénh cé: Lily van 13 sinh vién
va chua budc chan vao thé gidi thuc su d€ ganh nhiing
trach nhiém thuc su ( vi du nhu rét mot ly Pellegrino cho tur
t€ ) Chinh t6i cling khong phai la mo6t con chién ngoan dao.
D3 bao lan hai ching t6i che chén va can hét bao nhiéu chai
vang chat. Sau budi lién hoan mung thi xong, Lily 1a ngudi
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v V@ toi trong khi toi cdm mat vao bdn cdu ma non. Mot t6i
ma toi chang con nhd gi ngoai tdm ly rugu Rum pha Coca
va bai “ Every Rose Hat Its Thorn” chuyén sang dang
karaoke kinh tédm, Lily danh xe dua t6i vé nha, doc dudng
phai dirng bén lan dé& tdi ndn. HOm sinh nhét 1an th& hai
mucoi mot cua Lily, téi vac c6 Ién giudng va c mudi phut
mot 1an kiém tra xem cd con thd khéng, cho dén khi chinh
toi kiét sic ngu thi€p di dudi san nha. Pém dé cb con tinh
day hai 1an nira, mdt 1an vi Idm giong, mot 1an dé ndi rang
tdi la ngudi ban tét nhat ddi ma cd cé thé cé dudc. Ngudi ta
cd ban dé cung dap pha, lam nhirng tré ngu xuén va cham
s6c nhau, duing khéng nao? Hay tat ca chi la nhitng nghi
thirc phai trai qua & dai hoc? Alex tin chac Ian nay khong chi
la tro vui v6 hai, nhung téi lai nghi khac.

Plng ra thi dém nay téi khdng dudc dé Lily 8 nha mot
minh, nhung lUc nay da gan hai gid dém, nam tiéng nira la
toi da phai cd mat & van phong. Quan ao tb6i h6i ham mui
non mua, va trong tu quan ao cua Lily nhat dinh khéng cé
bo nao ma tdéi mac dén Runway dugc - lai cang bat kha thi
tlr ngay toi 1én hang Prada. Toi thé dai, dap chan cho c6 va
dat dong hd bdo thirc bay gid, hy vong cd du sic bd day dé
di dén trucng.

“ Bye, Lily. T8 v& day. Ciu 6n chu?” Téi dat dién thoai
xudng goi, canh dau co.

C6 md mat nhin téi mim cudi. * Cdm adn,” cd 1d8m bam va
mat lai nhdm nghién tai cho. Tinh trang cda ¢d 1Gc nay chic
chan khdng cho phép 1ap ky luc chay marathon, nhung ciing
chdng cé bénh trang gi, ngu day la lai 6n.

“ Khéng cé gi.” T6i nhan ra la hai mugi mét tiéng dong
ho vua qua chi lam con hau di phuc dich cho ca thé gidi nay.
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“ Mai t& goi dién cho cau,” tbi ndi lic 1é cang ra clra, * néu
mot trong hai ching minh chua chét.” Gig thi vé, vé nha
duoc roi.
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10

“Xin chao, may ma tb6i tdm dudc chi,” t6i nghe ti€éng
Cara bén kia dau day. Co6 chuyén gi ma chua dén tam gid
sang nghe giong c6 da hut hai thé nhi?

“A, vang, chi c6 bao gid goi sém thé nay dau. Chuyén gi
vay?” TOi hoi, ddng thdi vé ra hang chuc tinh huéng Miranda
s€ can minh.

“Khoéng, khéng, khéng cé van dé gi. Toi chi dinh canh
bdo 1a Mr. M3-C-D& da Ién dudng tdéi chd chi va rat khoai
buén chuyén day.”

“Thé ha, tét thdi. U, dé dén mdt tuadn rdi, k& tir [An éng
ay héi t6i vé du moi chuyén dgi. Toi da lo la cé chuyén gi
Xay ra vdi fan rudt cua minh.” T6i viét xong cac muc ghi nhé
va chuyén sang may in.

“Chi I& ngudi nhiéu may man ma, toi biét. Ong ay co
thém hoi toi cAu nao dau,” c6 lam bd.  Ong &y chi chd vy
dén chi thoéi. Téi nghe ndi la 6ng dinh cung chi duyét cac chi
ti€t budi da héi Whitney.”

“Hay, hay tuyét. Toi rdt hdi hdp chudn bi dudc yét kién
em trai clua 6ng ta. Toi mai chi ndi chuyén qua dién thoai
vGi 6ng ay thoi, toan phai nghe chuyén a@m &. Chi cé chac la
Mr. MG-C3-Dd dang tdi day khdong? Chang I&€ hém nay khdong
thanh than nao trén trdi ru Iong thuong t6i?”

“Quén di, hdom nay chi khéng thoat di dau dugc. Miranda
tdm rudi dén chd chuyén gia chdm séc chan, téi nghi 1a éng
ay sé di mot minh.”
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Toi xem lai cac ghi chép trong lich lam viéc cua Emily.
Pldng thét, moét budi séng khéng cé mat Miranda. “ Thich
qud, c6 diém phdc nao 18n hon 1a dugc hdu chuyén Mr. M&-
Co-D3 Iic méi sdng banh mat. Nay, sao 6ng ay lam mom
thé nhi?”

“Co6 gi kho hi€éu dau: ai 18y Miranda thi at khéng phai
loai sang subt. Ong &y ndi chuyén ngd ngén gi thi chi nhé
ké cho tdi nghe nhé. Tdi phai di day. Caroline, khéng rd vi
cS gi, vua lay mot thoi son moi Stila cua Miranda dam that
luc vao guong nha tam.”

“Bon minh dung la cé cudc ddi nhiéu bién ddng nhi?
Nhung van ngoan cudng I8m. Cadm dn ISi cdnh bdo nhé, ta
noi chuyén sau.”

“Okay, bye.”

Trong khi dgi Mr. MG-Cd-Dd, t6i xem lai nhitng viéc can
lam. MOt 1& thu cua Miranda gui ban lanh dao bao tang
Whitney, ba xin phép td chiic 8 d6 moét bira tiéc vao thang
Ba cho 6ng em chbng. Theo tbi bié€t thi Miranda khdng ngui
dugc 6ng nay nhung chang cé céach gi dé tdy tén 6ng ra
khoi gia pha. Jack Tomlinson, cdu em trai ngd ngudc cia Mr.
MG-C3-DG cling mdi tuyén bb sé& bd vg va ba dda con dé
cudi c6 gai chuyén mat xa cho 6ng. Anh em MJ-C3-bd that
ra la dong doi dac trung cua gidi quy téc B Bong nudc MY,
nhung dén tudi ba mudi 1a Jack tung hé hinh tugng Harvard
cta minh va chuyén dén Nam California, chdng may chéc
kiEm dudc mot nui tién nhd bat dong san. Theo IGi Emily,
ong tré thanh mot nguGi mién Nam qué kéch thuc thu,
mom nhan 8ng hat va nhd nudc thudc 13 toen toet - cdi gai
trong mat Miranda, vén la hién than clda dang cdp va van
hdéa. M3-C3-BJ nhd Miranda t6 chirc 1& dinh hdon cho em
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trai, va vGi tu cach nguGi vg chu dao thi di nhién ba khong
thé 14c dau. Va khi da nhan thi lam, tdt nhién, Miranda ua
lam phdrc tap nhu ¢ thé.

Thay vi lam tiéc 8 mot nha hang, 6, khong, Miranda
muén gdy &n tuogng hon cho khdch mdi bédng cach td chirc
tiéc 8 mot bao tang, cho du ba thdng tay gach hau hét cac
dia chi khoi danh sach ( Bao tang nghé thuat Met “ ciing
qua,” Guggenheim ™ t6i qua,” Bao tang lich s tu nhién ™
trong ngra mat 1dm, nhét la t&r khi c6 thém cai dai thién
van kinh di”). Cubi cung ba chon Whitney ( * khiém nhudng,
hién dai, than mat”). Toéi qua mung khi bao tang déng y lam
tiéc & nha hang gia ré hoac & tién sanh tang trét, nhung
cling biét Ia & d6 qua ré rung. Luc t6i bao tin cho Miranda,
ba thd dai ndao rudt, day veé thuong cam vdi dau 6c ngu si
clia téi, va cho biét rang ba khéng chdp nhén dia diém nao
khac ngoai phong trung bay bd tranh tuyén cia Kooning. R3
roi. Kinh thua quy vi (...) chdng téi xin phép dugc td chirc
mot da hoi nho , néu dudc, & phong cubi tang hai (...) thic
an, hoa va ban nhac - tat nhién - thu6c hang cao cap (...)
mong dgi hdi &m (...) Sau khi kiém tra khong thay 16i gi, toi
nhanh tay ky nhai tén Miranda xu6ng dudi va goi dién cho
dich vu dua thu Ién 1ay.

May giay sau co ti€ng go clra. Gid sang sém toi ludn
ddéng cura vi chua cé ai dén. T6i dang ngac nhién vi téc dob
cua dich vu buu dién thi ci’a mdé tung ra va MJ-C3-bBd xuat
hién vdi nu cudi dén mang tai - qud la lung & th&i diém
truGc tam gid.

“Andrea,” 6ng ba |4, nhanh nhen tién dén ban t6i va nd
mot nu cudi ddng yéu dén ndi toi phai dy ndy tai sao minh
van khong thé cé chit cdm tinh nao véi 6ng.
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“Chao 6ng Tomlinson, cé chuyén gi khi€n 6ng phai dén
s@m vay?” To6i hoi. “Rat ti€c phai ndéi véi 6ng la Miranda
chua cé mat & van phong.”

Ong nhdy nhdy cdnh mdii nhu con nhim danh hai:
“Vang, vang, Miranda sé khong dén trudc bira trua, néu toi
khong nham. C6 bé Andy, chidng ta gap nhau lan cudi da lau
roi day nhi. Cho Mr. Tomlinson biét la si’c khoe cua co ra
sao?”

“ DE tdi cam dd d6 hd 6ng d&,” téi ndi va dén I8y chiéc
bao vai thd théu ki tv MP ddy quan 4o ban ma tdi sé phai
dem dén chd gidt 1a. Toi cling gidi phédng 6ng ludn khoi
chiéc tui Fendi, mdt tdc phdm ddc ban do tu tay Silvia
Venturini Fendi lam riéng dé€ cam on Miranda. Mét trg ly thdi
trang cua Runway phoéng doan no cé gia 10.000 dollar. Cam
nd vao tay, tdoi phat hién ra moét trong hai quai da mong
manh d3 rdi ra lang ldng. BO phan thaoi trang da khi€u nai
ca chuc IAn, va Fendi ludn khé&n trudng stra lai mién phi. TUi
nay dung dé€ dung mot chiéc vi tién, bi Idm thi chra thém
cap kinh rédm, va néu khdéng tranh dudc thi cé thé dut thém
chiéc dién thoai di dong ti xiu vao - nhitng han ché ma
Miranda chua bao gi¢ dé y dén. Lan nay ba téng vao dé mot
chai nudc hoa Bulgari cd XL, mot chiéc xang dan gay got -
chéc téi phai dem di stra, quyén lich cong tdc Hermés cé
kha nang danh guc moi laptop vé kich c@ va trong lugng,
mot vong cd chd ngoai c¢d dong gai nhon ma téi dodn khdng
phai cua Madeleine hodc dé dung cho budi chup anh thdi
trang tdi, va quyén SACH t6i ndp & nha t8i qua. Phai tay toi
thi cdi tdi 10.000 dollar nay da dugc ban ludn vdi 1ai cao
nhét dé tra tién nha cho ca nam. D4&i vdi Miranda nd chi la
sot rac.
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“Cam dn Andy, c6 cham sdc chung tbi tan tinh qua. Bay
gid thi Mr. Tomlinson s6t ruét mudén nghe cb6 s6ng ra sao. Cé
gi hay ho khéng nao.”

Co gi hay ho khéng? Co6 gi hay ho khéng? Hum, ta xem
nao, téi nghi la chdng cé nhiéu chuyén dé néi. Phén Idn thdi
gian cua téi chi dé€ hdu ha ba vog tan &c cua 6ng théi. M&y
phut réi rdi hiém hoi trong tudn - néu vg éng khéng bia ra
thém viéc gi dé nhét thém vao - cét dé téi nd luc chéng lai
chtng nhiin ndo sinh ra tu nhing I6i lam nham cua cé trg ly
chinh. Trong nhing dip ngay cang hi hitu tranh khdi duoc
vong kidm tda cua Runway , téi tu nhi mdbi ngay tiéu thu
tam tram calo la tot va minh khéng phai qua béo vdi cG ao
38. Tom lai, cau tra Ioi cho 6ng la : khéng co gi dac biét.

"Mr.Tomlinson, that ra khéng c6 gi dac biét. T6i nhiéu
viéc phai lam 1am. Xong viéc, t6i lam gi do va@i c6 ban than
hoac vd&i ban trai. Va con gia dinh n{ra.” Ngay xua téi doc
nhiéu sach, toéi dinh ndi thém, nhung bay gio khéng con suc
ddu ma doc nira. Téi ciing thich thé thao, nhung by gid
don gian

la chang cé thi gio.

“Cho phép téi dodn tubi cd nhé, hai muci 1dm, ding
khong?” Cha, 6ng nay cé y gi day nhi?

“A, khéng, mdi hai mugi ba. T6i vira t6t nghiép hdi
thang nam vua roéi.”

“That &, hai mugi ba!” Ong khong biét phai ndi gi. Toi
nin hai chudn bj tinh than. “Cé cho Mr. Tomlinson biét di,
nhitng ngudi hai mudi ba tudi co trd gidi tri gi trong thanh
ph6? Nha hang? Cau lac bo hay nhitng chén tuong tu.” Ong
lai mim cudi, va toi tu hoi, li€u 6ng cbé can su chu y cua toi
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that khong. Cé thé dng chang c6 an y gi ca ma chi don gian
thich noi chuyén.

C6 nhiéu th( dé gidi tri, téi nghi thé. Khéng hdn & céac
cau lac b6, ma & cac quan nho va quay bar dep. Hay di an,
hoac xem phim.”

“Nghe c6 vé nhiéu thr hay ddy. Hoi & tudi cd thi tdi cling
thé. Bay gid thi trong chudng trinh chi toan an com khach
va cac bira tiéc tu thién. CU vui choi that nhiéu vao, ching
nao con cé dip, Andy.” Ong nhay mat kiéu bd gia I&m cam.

“Vang, dung thé,” tdéi gudng gao dap. Thdéi bién di, bién
di, bién di cho rdnh, t6i nghi thAm. Mbi ngay t6i chi cd ba
phut hoa binh va yén 6n, 6ng dirng cé pha nét.

Ong dinh ndi gi do6 thi clra md ra, Emily budc vao, udn
éo theo diéu nhac trong tai nghe. Nhin thay khach, c6 giat
minh.

“Mr. Tomlinson!” C6 giat phat tai nghe va dut chiéc iPod
vao tui Gucci. “Moi viéc déu 6 chl a? Hay cé chuyén gi vdi
Miranda?” Giong ndi va diéu bo cho thay co lo lang thuc su.
Dién xudt tuyét hdo: xem day, ngudi trg ly ludn ludn chuyén
can va lich su.

“Chao Emily, khdong, khdong coé chuyén gi. Miranda sap
dén ro6i. Mr.Tomlinson chi tat qua dua may thd d6. C6 co
khoe khong?”

Emily tugi tinh nhin 6ng. C6 vui thuc su khi thay 6ng?
“Rat khoe, cam on 6ng da hoi tham. Con 6ng? Andrea co
gilp dugc 6ng nhu'y khéng?”

“Co6 ch(r,” 6ng ndi va nd nu cudi th 1000 vé hudng toi.
“T6i dinh ban may chuyén vé 1& dinh hdn cda em trai toi,
nhung cd I1é hom nay con sém qua, phai khéng?”
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Trong mot thoang, téi tuéng 6ng ndi “sGm qua” la am
chi gi§ nay. T6i dinh ndi “vang” thi hiéu ra 1a ké hoach chua
di dén chi tiét cu thé dé cé thé dem ra ban.

Quay sang Emily, 6ng nodi: ™ Co6 cé moét trg ly tuyét voi
day, Emily a.”

“Nhat dinh r6i,” c6 nghién rang,” ngugi gioi nhat day a.”
Co cudi toe toét.

Toi cling cudi toe toét.

Mr. Tomlinson cuGi toe toét gap dobi. Toi tham hoai, liéu
ong co bi chirng rdi loan cadn bang chat, hay mot dang hung
cam gi do.

“Vang, thé thi Mr. Tomlinson lai Ién dudng thoi. Chao cac
cO, ndi chuyén vai cac co rat vui, [an nao cling thé. Chuc hai
cd mot budi sdng tét lanh. Good-bye.”

“Bye, MR. Tomlinson,” Emily ndi vdi theo trong khi 6ng
da ra dén géc quay lé tan.

“Sao chi thiéu lich su véi 6ng ay thé?” Co hdi trong khi
cGi chiéc ao khoac da méng dinh. Bén dudi la mot chiéc ao
the con mong han, cd khoét tron va phia trudc nguc xéu
day chang nhu cooc xé.

“Thi€u lich su? T6i nhan doé tu tay 6ng va ndi chuyén vdi
ong trudc khi chi d€n. Cé gi thi€u lich su dau?”

“Vi du, chi khéng ndi tam biét. Va ki€u nhin cla chi
nira.”

“Ki€éu nhin?”

“Pung. Kiéu chi nhin khi€n moi ngudi hi€u la chi cao hon
tat ca va chi ghét moi thd & day. Chi lam thé vdéi toi thi
dudc, ch khdng thé véi Mr. Tomlinson. Ong &y 1a chdng
Miranda, chi khéng thé ddi xir véi 6ng nhu thé dugc.”
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“Emily, chi cé thay 6ng ay hdi..., néi thé nao nhi, hai ...ky
khoi khéng? Ong &y ndi lién hdi ky trén. Tai sao 6ng &y dé
mén thé, trong khi vg 6ng ... khdng dé mén 1dm?” Emily liéc
vao phong Miranda xem to6i dat bao trén ban cé ding cach
khong.

“Ky khoi a? Sao chi lai nghi thé, Andrea? Ong &y l1a mot
trong nhirng c6 van thué cu phach nhat Manhattan day.”

Noi nlra cling vd nghia.” Thoi quén di, téi khéng biét
minh ndi v4 van gi nira. Con chi? Tdi qua ra sao?”

“A, khong dén ndi nao. Tdi cung Jessica di sdm dd cho
cac phu dau cua chi ay. Chay du moi clra hang - Scoop,
Bergdorf’s, Infinity, khdp ngi. Va té6i mac thd hang déng
quén o c6 thé dem di Paris, nhung c6 |1& hdy con sém qua.”

“Paris? Chi di Paris a? Nghia la chi dé t6i mét minh & day
v@i ba ay?” Cau cubi cung dung la toi budt miéng. Emily
nhin téi nhu mudn hdi, liéu tdi cé dé hoi khong. “ U, thang
10 t6i di cung Miranda sang Paris t8i cac show trinh dién
thdi trang mua xuan. Miranda nam nao cling dem trg ly
chinh di cung dé quan sat thuc t&. O day toi da tham gia
mot triéu budi rdi, nhu show & Chau Au nhat dinh khac.”

Toi tinh nhanh. ® Thang 10, nghia la bay thang nita ké
tlr hdom nay. Con bay thang nita mdi di ma hom nay chi da
thir quan ao?” T6i khong chu y nhung giong toi qua gay gat,
va Emily lui vao thé thu ngay.

“U. Téi cling chdng dinh mua gi, dén luc doé thi mét ciing
thay ddi nhiéu réi. Nhung téi mudn ngd nghiéng xem cé gi
mdi khong. Chi biét khong, rat do s6 nhé. O khach san ndm
sao, toi toi toan da hoéi cuc hoanh trang. Va, trdi a, dudc
dén cac show thdi trang hot nhat, chon loc nhat thé gidi.”
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D3 c6 [An Emily ké 1& mdi ndm Miranda bay ba, b6n lan
sang Chau Au du trinh dién thgi trang. Nhu t&t cd moi
ngudi, ba tranh London nhung dé€n Milan va Paris vao thang
10 xem thdgi trang mua xuén, thang 7 xem b6 suu tap mua
dong va thang 3 xem mot cla mua thu sap téi. Doi khi ba
kem thém may ngay nghi. Chung téi phai lam viéc khéng
ngdi tay d& chuén bi cac show thdi trang vao cudi thang. Toi
ban khoan tai sao Miranda ro rang khéng bao gid can trg ly
cho nhitng budi &y.

“Vi sao sép khong dem chi di cung dén moi ngi?” Tbi liéu
héi, tuy biét rang ciu trd I16i s& 1a mot kiéu giai thich dai
dong. Viéc Miranda hai tuan lién ( Milan va Paris) khong co
mat & van phong da du lam t6i ming cubng lén rbi, nghi
dén mot nura thai gian d6 khéng phai nhin mat Emily lam toi
phat ngat vi sung suéng. Trong thadm tam, t6i vé ra hinh
anh chiéc Cheeseburger kep thit ba chi ran, lai dugc mac
quan bo rach te tua va doéi giay thap got ngay xua cua
minh, thdm chi ca giay thé thao nira cling nén! " Tai sao chi
trong thang 10?”

“Khong phai la sé€p khong cé trg luc & bén do6. TG
Runway & Phap va d Y nhat dinh sé& ci trg ly gilp Miranda,
néi chung ca cac bién tap vién cling san sang phuc vu ba.
Nhung khi khai trucgng show thdi trang mua xudn Miranda
ludn t6 chic mét da hdi khdng 16 - nghe tat ca ndi do 1a bira
ti€éc I6n nhat va thu vi nhat trong nganh, nam nao ciling thé€.
TOi chi bay dén Paris trong tudn ma ba & do, hién nhién vi
ba chi tin cdy toi & d4.” Hién nhién 1a nhu vay.

“Cha cha, nghe c6 vé la mot tuan hoanh trang 1am nhi.
Trong lac dé thi t6i ¢ day canh van phong?”
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“Pai khai la th€. Nhung chang sung sudng gi dau, tbi noi
cho chi bi€t. Tham chi c6 khi la tuan gian khé nhat trong
ndm, vi trén dudng di ba &y luén can su hd trg nao dé. Chi
s€ thuGng xuyén nhan dudc dién thoai day.”

“Sudng that,” téi ndi. Emily nhudng mat nhin.

T6i |6 md ngud trudc man hinh trdng tinh cho dén khi moi
ngudi luc tuc dén va t6i bat budc phai chd y. Khoang mudi
giG, cac cO gai la lugt bat dau xuat hién, ho kin ddo khac
phuc hau qua cua may ly Champegner qua chén dém qua
bang vai ngum ca phé (vdi sira gay, khong danh bot). Nhu
moi hdm, James ngd vao cho tdi néu anh thdy Miranda chua
dén. Anh k& l1a t8i qua & Balthazar d& bat quen dugc ngudi
chéng tudng lai ly tudng.

“Anh 8y ngb6i & bar va mac cai do khoac da mau do bat
mat nhat ma toi tirng thay - va nhitng d6 bén trong ciing
khong phai la hang hai, chi bi€t khéng. Chi phai xem anh ay
dé con so IuGt Ién IuBi ra sao..” Anh thd dai danh suot.
“Trén ca tuyét vai”.

“Cé xin dudc s6 dién thoai cua anh ay khong?” Toi hoi.

“Xin s6 dién thoai? Xin cai quan thi diang han. Mugi mot
giG dém thi anh dy da nam tran nhu nhdng trén ghé dém
nha tbi, va trdi a, chi phai biét 1a...”

“Budc rbi, James, hay roi, viéc gi phai lam vong veo lau
la, dung khéng? Nhung thu that la - anh c6 hagi nhe da qua
khong day? Thdi bubi Aids, anh biét roi day.”

“Cung di, cung la thién than cubi cung cua thé gidi nay
that, nhung chinh cung néu nhin thay chang thi cung sé
mudn quy sup xudng va tu bd moi ly tudng cua minh.
Chang la dinh cao. Binh cao tuyét d6i.”
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TSI mudGi mot gid thi moi viéc dau vao day: vi du nhu ai
da ch6p dugc mot cai quan trong xé ri méi nhat cua Theory
Max hay - diéu khoéng tuédng - cua Sevens. Bay giG da dén
lUc gidi lao vai phut canh cac gia treo d6 cua Jeffy va nhan
dip ay ban tiép vé chuyén quan ao @ tam cao haon. Sang nao
Jeffy cling day ra ngoai méy giad treo do dai, do tdm, quén
sd mi, mang td, giay va tat cd nhitng th& khéc cé thé dugc
dung trong budi chup anh thdi trang. Anh x&p giad treo
thanh mo6t hang lién nhau doc tudng, kin khap tang nha.
Cac bién tap vién chi viéc lua chon ra th& d6 can thiét ma
khong phai vat va luc loi trong kho quan &o.

NGi chinh xac thi khéng thé goi do6 la kho quan 4o, ma la
mot khu trién I18m nhd. Xung quanh la giay dép du kich c8,
mau sac va hinh dang, thién dudng cla nhitrng ké nghién
giay: xang dan thap got, xang dan cao goét budc day, giay
mua ba I€, b6t cao got, giay md, ung nam cudm. Cac ngan
hop, bat ké gidu trong tudng hay chat thanh nui & géc nha,
chra khong trir bat c loai nao cla tat dai, tat ngan, nit vu,
xi lip, vay l6t, cooc x&, nit 16t. Ai can gap mot chiéc nit vu
don cao cua La Perla in hoa tiét da bao? NgudGi nao tim tat
quan bang vai ludi mau da hay kinh rédm thgi thuong cla
Dior? Hay vao day. Cac ngan kéo va gia hang chiém hét
toan bd chiéu dai cla hai blc tudng hau. Nhin chd hang -
chua tinh dén gia tri - la du ngbt ngudi. But may, trang suc,
vai trai giuong, khan quang, gang tay, mi len, @ao ngu, mi
I6ng, khan phu la, d6 van phong, hoa gia, vo thién lung
nhitng mi la md. Va tdi nra: tdi di mua sam, tudi du lich, vi
dam, ba 16, tui deo vai, tli quang chéo, tai tai liéu, tui cap
nach - don gian la khong thi€u gi trén dgi, t& mini dén
ngoai cd, tat cd déu mang nh&n hiéu ndi ti€éng va bang gia
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ma nhin vao la moét ngudGi My trung binh du choang vi no
dat hon gap boi tién mua nha trd gop hang thang. Dién tich
con thua la danh cho cac giad treo quan ao, ké sat nhau
khong cho ai di lot.

Nghia la subt ngay Jeffy tat bat sap xép kho quan ao sao
cho moi ngudi cé thé di lai mot cach khdng quéa vat va. O dé
cac ngudi mau (va trd ly, ké ca loai mudi nhu toi) thr quan
ao va tham chi con dudc leo dudc dén I6p thd ba chlra giay
va tli. Dé lam dudc thé, Jeffy phai day hét cac gia treo ra
hanh lang. Tdi chua tirng chiing kién mot ai, bt ké phong
vién, suu tdm, chd hang hay trang diém, khi nhin thdy day
quan ao voO tan ngoai hang lang ma khéong ddng nhu trdi
trong va tré mat ra nhin. Lan thi show thdi trang (& Sydney
hay Santa Barbara) quyé tdinh ndi dung gia treo, lan thi
chia theo danh muc (bikini, bd két hdp), nhung phan nhiéu
thi tdt cad trong nhu moét kho suu tdm ngén ngang toan
nhitng d6 dat /oi mat. Va tuy rang ai cling phai dirng chan
dé kinh cdn cham tay vao chiéc khan cashmere mém nhu td
hay nhitrng do dai da hGéi nam cudm tinh xao, nhung nhirng
chi nhan dich thuc - tu phong - lai 1a cdc c6 ngudi mau, ho
lubn ham hd canh gilr trang phuc “cia minh” va ban tan vo
tan vé tung chiéc mot.

“Phu n{t duy nhat trén thé gidi nay mac dudc th( quan
Capri nay la Maggie Rizzer,” Hope phat biéu ngoai sanh. C6
la trg ly thdi trang, nang 47 kg va cao 1,80 mét. “Toi co
mac vao thi moéng cling qua to.”

“Andrea,” ban gai cua c6 goi t6i, mét ngudGi lam & phong
phu kién ma toi cling chi quen sd so. “Ndi vdi Hope la chi ay
khong béo di.”
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“Chi khong béo,” téi nhac lai nhu con vet. L& ra t6i nén
in cau ay lén nguc do T-shirt hay xam ludn Ién tran thi tiét
kiém dudc khoi thdi gian. Toi lién tuc phai ca quyét vdi cac
n{r cong tac vién & Runway la ho khéng béo.

“Oi trdi di, sao ma toi béo thé nay, bung nhu ba chira,
ghé qua!” Ho khong co ti m3& nao trén ngudi, nhung bu lai
thi trong dau chi nghi dén md&. Emily thé séng thé chét la
dui c6 con “to hon co6t dinh”. Jessica cho rang bap tay co
nhéo nhu cua Roseanne Barr vay. Ngay ca James ciling than
thd la mot hom ra khdi phong tam anh thdy mong minh
nom x&u dang dén ndi anh can nhic cé nén xin céng ty cho
“nghi 6m vi chirng béo phi.”

Thoat tién toi con tra IGi nhitng cau hodi Toi-cé-béo-
khong moét cach than nhién va hgp ly: “Hope, néu chi béo
thi t6i la gi? Toi thdp hon chi nam phan va nang han.”

“Thoi dung dua nira, Andy. T6i béo qua. Chi rat gay va
xinh.”

Tat nhién la toéi c nghi la c6 ta xao. Nhung t6i nhanh
chong nhan ra la Hope - nhu tat ca cac dong nghiép gay
nhu que cui cda c6 va hau hét dan 6ng & van phong - co tai
doan trong lugng chinh xac ting gam. Duy chi khi ngé vao
gudng thi ho ta hoa thdy mot con voi ngo ra.

T6i c6 gdng d&n may ciling vé ich, chdng cé cach nao dé
nhin tat ca ti mot géc do biét diéu va tu nhud rang toi la mot
ngudi binh thudng ch’ khdng nhu tadt ca moi ngudi - nhirng
chuyén dam ti€u xung quanh dé tai qua can dad bat dau
ngdm. MGi chi & day cé bdn thang nhung téi da du nhay
cam (hay hoang tudng) dé& cho ré&ng mdi nhan xét binh
phdm déu cé thé chi y nham vao minh. Dai khai : tdi day
nay, trg ly thdi trang, dong dong cao, quyén rii, manh mai,
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nhung ra vé kéu minh béo uc ich, c6t chi dé cau, dé6 ndm
lUn trg ly sai vat, rét cudc nhan ra rang chinh CAU mdi Ia
béo. VG&i 52 can va 1,75 mét téi dugc coi la thon tha so vdi
ban bé cung Ia. Ngoai ra, cho dén gid téi van cho 1a minh
cao hon 90% phu nit (va t6i thi€u mét nlra dan 6ng) quanh
minh. Chi tu khi vao lam viéc trong vudng quéc cua nhirng
ké hoang tudng nay téi mdi thdu hi€u cdm giac tor sdng dén
téi va 365 ngay trong nam tu thay minh thap va béo. Nhu
mot con ha ma gilra bay tién n{r. Luc nao cdé dugc mot giay
quén di la t6i mang d6 s6 38 thi nhitng cudc dam ti€u hang
ngay s€ nhac nhd tbi ngay lap turc.

“Bac si Eisenberg ndi, phong d6 cao nhat chi dat dugc
khi tor bd ca hoa qua,” Jessica nhay vao tranh luan cung,
trong khi c6 nhac mot chiéc vay Narcisco Rodriguez tu gia
treo xudng. M&i day c6 hla hon véi mot phd chu tich tap
doan Goldman Sachs va sO6ng trong trang thai stress lién
mién, chi vi ludn nghi dén dam cudi diém 1é sip dién ra. “Ba
8y ndi dung. TU Ian trinh dién cudi, téi dd xudng tbi thi€u
nam can.” Téi khong quan tam dén chuyén an kiéng cua cb,
nhung cd thé ¢ khéng con du lugng mad dé hoat ddng binh
thudng nira; cdi ma téi khéng tha th(r dugc la, c6 con ndi vé
chuyén &8y. Ké cho cb6 dan I8i nhitng than tugng nao cua
nganh y hoac khoe khoang thanh tich nao mdi, mdéi quan
tam cua t6i vé dé tai nay chi la con s6 khéng tron trinh.

Gan mot gid chiéu, moi ngudi trong van phong tang téc
lam hét phan viéc dang d& dé€ nghi trua. Can ndi thém la
“nghi trua” khéng lién quan t8i &n! Toi ué oai quan sat
nhédm quen thudc gébm thg lam téc, cong tac vién cd hitu,
dén lam hop déng va ban bé t&i ddy dé tdm minh trong thé
giGi thaoi trang - gilra nhitng b6 quan ao sang trong nhat,
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nhitng khudn mat xinh nhu moéng va nhirng cap dui dai dén
nach.

Khi biét rd 1a cd Miranda 1an Emily déu da di nghi trua,
Jeffy dén chd tdi va dui cho tdi hai tli mua hang to tudng.

“Day, chi th{r xem, chac s& du cho thai ky dau.”

T6i d6 mot thi ra san nha canh ban gidy va phan loai.
Quan hiéu Joseph mau cat va than d3a, dai va khong bd, cap
tré, cit bédng len mém nhu ts. Quan da I6n ndu cla Gucdi,
mac vao thi mét ba ban ca cling thanh siéu mau. Hai quan
bo mai ding db6 cua Marc Jacobs, c’ nhu may do cho riéng
tdi. Tdm, chin do qudy bang thun dét ndi gédn clda Calvin
Klein bd chét. S mi ki€u dén gian, trong subt va ngan ciin,
mac Donna Karan. Mot vay quan cuc khéu ggi hiéu Diane
Von Furstenburg x€p ngay ngan canh b0 d6 xanh dudng
bang nhung the cta Tahari. Vira nhin la t6i mé ngay chiéc
vay bo xép ly cua Habitual, dai dén dau goi toi va rat hgp
v3i ao vest in hoa pha cach hiéu Katayone Adelie.

“Cho quan 4o nay... tAt ca cho toi a?” Hy vong la giong
toi that hing khdi chr khdng c6 vé chanh long.

“Vang, chuyén vat ma. D€ trong kho rat |au rdi. Cé thé
da 18y ra dung vai th(r dé chup anh thdi trang, nhung chua
bao gid gui tra lai bén cung cap ca. CU vai thang mot Ian,
toi phai don dep va vit di vai thd, [an nay toi chgt nhé dén
chi. Chi mac c& 38 chu gi?”

Toi gat dau, van chua thét nén 16i.

“T6i cling doan thé. Pa s6 moi ngudi mang c8 32 hoac
con nhdé han, chi c dung thoai mai.”

Al “Hay quad, hay tuyét, Jeffy, t6i khong biét cdm on ra
sao day. Thich qua.”
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“Chi xem nét tui kia di,” anh chi vao tui th hai trén nén
nha. “Chi dirng tudng sé gay an tudgng vdéi bd nhung the nay
néu nhu van tiép tuc xach cai tdi di chg dit deo kia.”

Cai tui thd hai con day hon, chra mot nui d6 cao cap.
Giay, tUi, may chiéc mang t6 lién. B6t cao goét hiéu Jimmy
Choo, cao dén mat ca va dén dau g6i, hai doéi xang dan md
cd got cao hiéu Manolo, gidy Prada kinh dién mau den, giay
luGi cia Tod (nhat dinh khéng dudc dung & van phong -
Jeffy cdnh cédo ngay). T6i quang Ién vai mot tui mém bang
da I6n mau dé, mat trudc coé ky tu “CC” I6ng nhau khong
lAn vao dau dudc - madc du khdng thé sanh dudc véi tui
mua hang bang da mau ca phé cta Celine ma t6i deo |én
vai kia. Dinh cao la chiéc do khoac dai, mét quan su, khuy
cai to dung ndi bat, mac Jacobs.

“Anh lai dua roi,” toi khé ndi va vdé ldy chiéc kinh ram
Dior, hinh nhu dudc nho6i thém vao tdi & phut cubi. “Bung la
chuyén dua.”

Anh nhun vai hai long. “Chi hay chiéu t6i, va mac ching
nhé! Va ding di ké & dau rang chi 1a ngudi dau tién dudc
phép chon, vi ai cling tranh nhau d6 thanh ly cua kho thdi
trang day.” Anh bién nhanh nhu chdp khdi cira khi vira nghe
ti€éng Emily goi gi d6 dau hanh lang, con tdi 18y chan day
dong quan dao xubng gam ban. Emily dem may th& quen
thubc tUr cang tin vé: sita hoa qua, mot bat nhua dung xa
lach va sup Io xanh tron dam. Khong phai nudc x6t, ma la
dam tinh. Miranda sap dén van phong - Yuri goi dién bao la
Miranda vua xuéng xe, nghia la t6i khéng con bay phut
x6ng xénh nhu thudng Ié dé€ lao b6 xuéng quay xUp roi vé
ban doc tudt vao hong. Thdi gian tr6éi di vun vut, toi déi 1a
cd ngudi nhung khdng c6 du y chi dé chen qua ddm ngudi
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mau, dé c6 thu ngadn danh gid minh rdi hip bat xGp néng
bong (va lam béo!) va@i toc dd0 am thanh xudéng da day sau
khi lam hong thuc quan. Chang bd cbng, tdi nghi bung.
Thinh thodng bo mot bira chdng chét dau ma lo, téi tu nha.
Ngudc lai, nd sé lam mi manh han, nhu cac nitr déng nghiép
khée manh vé thé xac va linh hdn cda mi van ndi. Vdi lai,
chiéc quan 2.000 dollar khong hé dep khi c6 gai mac né
thubc gibng pham an tuc udéng. Vay thi té6i tha ngudGi ngoi
xudng ghé va tu an Ui minh da dai dién moét cach xirng dang
cho tap chi Runway.
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Sau tham trong md, dién thoai di ddéng cla téi dd
chudng - dd dai dang dé tdi thirc gidc va tu hoi, cé phai ba
ay khong. Sau giai doan dinh huéng nhanh bat ngs - Ta &
dau? "Ba ay” la ai? Hbm nay th& may? - t6i linh cam cé gi
dd chang lanh, khi chubéng dién thoai reo lic tdm gid sang
th(r Bay. Trong dam ban t6i khéng ai day vao gid nay, va
sau nhiéu nam bi chan may thi b6 me téi cling nghién rang
chdp nhan la con gai ciia 6ng ba khong bao giG bat may
trudc budi trua. Trong bay gidy dong hd d& nghi nhirng
chuyén ké trén, tdi con ngdm nghi xem c6 cd gi bat toi phai
nhan cudc goi. Cho dén khi nhd ra cac ly do quan trong ma
Emily da ndi cho t6i hdm dau tién di lam. T6i tho tay khoi
chan am, qud quang quét xudéng nén nha va tum dudgc dién
thoai trudc khi chuéng ngurng kéu.

“A 16?” Ai cha, giong toi rat mach lac va khde, c nhu 13
may tiéng vua qua téi cham chu tap trung lam mot viéc gi
khé khan ch(& khong phai ngac ngoai trong con hén mé sau.

“Xin chao con gai yéu! Rat vui thay con da day ro6i. Me
chi mudn bdo la b6 me da vao dén dau phd 3 va khoang
mudi phat nira 1a t8i chd con, okay?” Tiéng me tdi trong
dién thoai lam vang tai. Chuyén nha! Hom nay la ngay
chuyén nha! T6i quén khudy la béd me téi mubén dén giup
chd may thung quan do, CD va album anh dén can ho ma
Lily va t6i mai thué. Cai giudng quai vat thi phai nhd dich vu
XU ly thoi.
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“Oi, con chao me,” t6i IUng bung noi roi chuyén vé ché
do budn ngu. “Con c tudng ba ay goi.”

“Lam gi ¢é chuyén, hdm nay con dudc nghi. D6 xe & dau
day? O gan day cé tdng ngam dd xe khong?”

“Cé a, ngay dudi ham nha, 16i vao tU phd 3 ré phai. NOi
vG@i ho s6 phong thi dugc giam |é phi trong xe. Con day mac
quan do ngay day.”

“Okay, con gai yéu, chudn bi bat tay vao viéc nhé!”

TOi tha ngudi 1&én gbi va tinh nhd&m xem cd cd may chgp
mat mot lat nira khong. Nhung sau khi b6 me di cd doan
dudng tir Connecticut dén day dé gilp toi thi... BDang lic do6
thi ddng ho bdo thlc réo Ién. A, thi ra tdi cling khdng quén
hén vu chuyén nha. TU d6 suy ra la téi chua mét tri han,
cling la mo6t niém an Ui nho nho.

Treo ra khéi giudng hom nay con khd nhoc han trong
tudn, mac du téi d3 ngl 1du hén méy tiéng. Co thé toi bi Ilra
bgi ao tudng dudc bu lai chdng “thi€u ngu” ma cac khoa
tam |y hoc dai cudng nao cling nhac dén. Canh giudng la
mot chdng quan do, cung vdi ban chai danh rang la nhirng
thd t6i chua xép vao thung. T6i x6 chadn vao quan gid
Adidas, mdc 4o lién ml Brown rdi di ddi gidy thé thao New
Balance dg day da tung theo tdi di khap thé gidi. Bung lic
tdi nhd nudc sic miéng vao bdn thi chudng clra vang |én.

“Chao b6 me, con md cira cho moi ngudi Ién tang day,
mot giay thoi.”

Hai phut sau cé tiéng go clra, va khong phai b6 me toi
ma la Alex ddng dé trong bd quan ao nhau nat, nhung
trong van dep trai nhu thudng 1&. Quan bo bac phéch khong
gidu ndi mdéng tép, T-shirt xanh ducng dai tay coc cdn. Sau
cap mat kinh khéng giong ma anh chi deo khi kinh ap trong
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gay van dé la d6i mat do ngau, va tdéc tai bu xu nhu cai
chéi. T6i d6m chdm 18y anh. T 1&n uéng ca phé vdi va chiéu
th(r Bay tuan trudc t6i chua gap lai anh. Bang I€ ching toi
dinh & vdi nhau ca ngay va ca dém nhung Miranda da lam
héng k& hoach vi ba phai dua Caroline dén bac si va khan
cap bién toi thanh cb gilr tré cho Cassidy. Vé dugdc dé€n nha
thi d& qua mudn dé di chagi v3i Alex, dao nay anh cling bd
thoi quen cdm trai trén giudng dgi téi vé - cling dé hiéu
thoi. P&m qua anh dinh & lai ddy, nhung tdi van dang trong
giai doan nra nac nfa ma doéi véi b6 me: moi ngudi trong
cudc déu biét la hai ching t6i ngu vd8i nhau, nhung chg cé ai
hé mot cau vé chuyén ay. Vay thi téi khéng mudn anh cé
mat trong phong lic phu huynh dén.

“Bé cung, anh nghi la hdm nay moi ngudi can trg luc,”
anh gid mot tdi banh 1én, tdi biét chac trong dd la loai banh
man toi thich va may céc ca phé Ién. "B6 me em da dén
chua? Anh mua ca phé cho ca moi nguci day.”

“Em tuédng hdm nay anh phai day thém,” t6i hoi, vua luc
Shanti ra khdi phdong ngu trong bé d6 den. C6 nhin xudng
dat khi di ngang qua va Id&m bam gi dé vé chuyén hdm nao
cling di lam r6i bién ra clra. Hi€ém khi chung t6i ndi chuyén
vG@i nhau, cd I€ c6 cling khong biét la hom nay t6i don khoi
day.

“Bung thé&, nhung anh da goi dién cho b6 me hai c6 hoc
sinh va ho ndi la sang mai hoc cling dugc, thé la em toan
quyén sai bao anh.”

“Andy! Alex!” BO t6i hién ra trong hanh lang sau lung
Alex, mat mdi rang r@ c& nhu hdm nay la ngay dep nhat thé
ky. Me t6i cling tugi tinh khong ngd, khi€n t6i tu hdi cé phai
ba dung chat kich thich. To6i soat lai tinh thé va di dén két
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ludn, nhat dinh phu huynh sé& doan rang Alex vira dén trudc
ho mot Iat, vi anh van dang di gidy va cAm trong tay gdéi do
an md@i mua. May qua.

“Andy ké 1a hdm nay chau khéng cé thi gid,” bd tbi noi
va dat ca phé va gdi gidy Ién ban phong khach - chac la
banh m&n. Ong trdnh nhin thdng Alex. “Chau vira dén hay
sap di?”

T6i mim cudi nhin Alex va hy vong anh khéng héi han da
bo cong dén day tu sang sém tinh ma.

“Chau dén cach day mot phut, bac si Sachs a,” anh soi
nGi k€. “Chau da doéi gid day thém, vi chdu nghi la gia dinh
ta can c6 ngudi gilp mot tay.”

“Thé thi hay qud, chdc chidn s& can ho trg. DAy, chau tu
ldy banh an di, Alex. Ti€c la chi c6 ba c6c ca phé vi bac
khong biét chdu cé mat & day.” Toi cam dong thay 6ng gia
ay ndy ra mat. RO rang la 6ng khong dugc tu nhién lam khi
thdy con gai Ut cla 6ng da co ban trai, nhung 6ng c6 gang
khéng dé 16 ra.

“Khong sao a, thua bac si Sachs. Chau cling dem dén
may thd, chdc sé du cho tat ca.” Sau d6 b6 toi va ban toi
ng6i xuéng ghé va chia nhau d6 an sang, khéng hé lam
khach.

To6i ném tir moi tdi mot chi€c bdnh man va nhan ra minh
dang ming khap khdi dugc don dén chd Lily. Ngét mdt ndm
ké tUr khi t6t nghiép chidng téi tuy cd gang goi dién cho
nhau, t6i thi€u mdi ngady mot ban, nhung hau nhu khong
gap nhau may khi. TU nay tré di chung t6i sé cung vé phong
chung vao budi t8i va chuyén trdo nhu thdi xua vé nhiing
tham hoa xay ra trong ngay. Alex va 6ng gia t6i han huyén
vé thé thao (bdng r6 thi phai), trong khi me va tbi viét chir

https://thuviensach.vn



|én cac thung quan o trong phong t6i. Qua that rat ngheo
nan: vai thung bia cing dung chan go6i, mo6t thung album
anh va giay but (cho chiéc ban gidy tudng tugng), vai thd
d® my phdm va vé sinh cling nhu mdt chéng quan &o hoan
toan khéng phu hgp vdi Runway. That ra chdng bd cdng
danh dau, nhung ngudi trg Iy man cdn trong toi d& xudt
hién.

“Ta di thoi,” bo toi goi tur phong khach.

“Suyt! BO lam Kendra thic day mat,” toi thi thao. “Mdi
c6 chin giG sang, hom nay la th Bay.”

Alex lac dau. “Co6 ay di cung vdi Shanti IGc ndy rbdi, anh
nghi thé. Chac chan la anh thdy hai ngudi, ho déu mac
trang phuc van phong va trong khong tuai tinh [am. Em ngo
vao phong ma xem.”

Cura chi khép hg, t6i khé md ra. Chiéc giudng tang (cling
chdng du chd cho hai giudng don) dugc don gon gh&, trén
moi chiéc g6i 14 mdt con chd bdéng gidng nhau ngdi chém
ché. H6m nay t6i mdi nhan ra la chua bao gid minh dat
chan vao phong cua hai c6 cho thué nha. Trong may thang
chung sbng, t6i chua hé ndoi chuyén lau qua ba mudi giay
cung mot luc véi hai cb6. To6i cling khong rd ho lam nghé gi,
hay di dau va c6 ban bé gi khéng. Khéng, chang co6 gi gilr
toi lai day ca.

Alex va 0ng gia t6i da an xong, bay gid ho phac thao ké
hoach hanh dong. “Bung, ho di r6i. Con nghi la ho khong hé
biét con don di hém nay.”

“Hay la con viét lai tin nh&n?” Me tdi dé nghi. “DE& trén
ban chagi x€p chl cua con dugc khdong?” Toi thira hudng
chi'ng nghién chaoi xép ch{r cua bd toéi, cung vdi lap luan la

https://thuviensach.vn



nha mdi phai cé trd choi méi, vay nén toi dé lai trod chai cl &
day.

N&m phat cudi cung trong phong nay téi dung dé xé&p
cac miéng in chir thanh “Cam dn va chic may man, Andy”.
108 diém. Khong toi.

MOt ti€ng sau thi hai 6 t6 da chat day do, nhiém vu cua
toi chu yéu la ding gilt clra va trong chirng hai chiéc xe
trong khi mét ngudi vac do6 tu xe xuéng. Nhdm thg chuyén
nghiép cla dich vu chuyén nha doi tién chuyén chd cao hon
gia mua cai giudng khon ki€p ngay xua. Chd mai chua thay
ho dén, bd tbi va Alex danh xe vé phia trung tam. Cho dén
lic ay tbi chi biét can hd mdi ma Lily tim dugc trén trang
quang cdo cla td Village Voice qua IGi k€& lai. C6 goi toi gilra
gid lam viéc va hét vao dién thoai: “Tim thay réi! Tim thay
roi! Rat tuyét! Phong tdm cd nudc, san gob tudng ddi phéng
phiu, té dirng day da bon phut ré6i ma chua thay con chudt
hay con gian nao. Nhanh |Ién, dén day xem!”

“Cau cb say rudu khéng day? To6i thi thao. “Ba 4y dang &
day, té khong dudgc di dau ca.”

“MoOt la dén ngay, hai la khong bao gid. Cau biét chuyén
nay ra sao roi day. T8 mang theo tap giay td va moi th can
thiét day.”

“Lily, nghe day. K& ca khi dudgc hen tdi bénh vién ghép
tim t8 cling khdong dudgc dirng déy, néu khdng muén bi dudi
viéc. Lam sao cd thé xin di xem nha dugc?”

“Okay, nlra phut nira la mat nha. Bay la cubc hen cho
nhiéu ngudi, t8i thi€u con hai mugi Iam *ng c’ vién khéc
n{ra, ho déu dang dién don xin thué nha. Bay gid hoac
khong bao gid.”
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Trong thi truGng nha clra quai gé cua Manhattan, phong
¢ tudng doi binh thudng con hi€Em hon - va quy hon - la
dan 6ng di tinh tudng do6i binh thudng. Néu con doi hdi gia
thué nha kha dé chiu thi khé khdn hon di tim mua mét hon
dao tu nhan bd bién phia Nam cla chiu Phi. T6i dodn thé.
Vay thi doi hoi gi hon, da s6 nhitng can hd kiéu 8y khéng
hon gi mot 6 chudt v8i san gd muc nat, gidy dan tudng
bong 13 ta va trang thiét bi tur thdi d6 da. Khéng co gian?
Khong c6 chudt? Lay ludn!

“Lily, t& tin cau, lam di. Miéu ta cho t8 qua email nhé?”
T6i phai dat may ngay lap tdc - Miranda quay vé bat cU luc
nao, n€u ba dy bat gap t6i ndi chuyén riéng thi tong dai.

“T& cb trong tay bang ludng copy cua cau - trong kha
tanh day..., va gidy ching nhan ngan hang cua ca hai cung
v@i chi’ng chi tin dung va hgp dong lam viéc cla cau. Van
dé duy nhat la bao Ianh. Ngudi bao Ianh phai s6ng trong dia
phan New York va lan can, va co6 thu nhap gap hdn boén
mudi lan tién nha cda bon minh. Ba td khéng thé nao cb
qua mot tram td, quén di. B6 me cau cdé bao lanh cho bon
minh dudc khong?”

“Lily, sao ma biét dudc. TG phai hoi b6 me da, nhung
bay gic khong goi dién dugc. Cau lam ho té di.”

“Budc. Ho cdé thu nhap cao nhu thé khong?”

Toi khong rd, nhung biét hoi ai bay gio? “Cu’ goi ho di,”
toi noi. “Giai thich vd&i ho chuyén Miranda, ndi la té khong
thé nao tu ndi chuyén vaéi ho dugc.”

“T& sé lam,” c6 ndi. “Quan trong nhat la 1ay dudc phong
nay. T& sé goi lai,” roi co dat may. Hai muadi gidy sau lai co
chubng, tb6i thay s6 cua Lily trén dién thoai van phong.
Emily ngd 1&n trAn nha, ddng ki€u nhu c6 van 1am moi khi
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nghe t6i ndi chuyén vdi ban be. Toi vdi lay 6ng nghe, nhung
trudc tién nhin qua phia co.

“Rat quan trong,” t6i nghién rang. “Ban gai to6i c6 ki€m
mot can phong cho tdi qua dién thoai, bdi vi t6i khong dudc
ra khoi day lay moét giay...”

Ba giong néi cung luc bé xudng dau téi. Giong ctia Emily
nhe nhang, than thién va mang chut canh bao. “Andrea,
kia,” c6 cat giong, trong khi Lily hét vao tai t6i dung luc ay:
“BO me cau gat dau rbi, Andy, cau nghe chua?” Mac du ca
hai cung ndi truc ti€p vdéi téi, nhung tdi khdng hi€u ai chinh
xac. Giong duy nhat mach lac va rd rang xuyén vao tai toi
la cua Miranda.

“Cé van dé gi khéng, Aan-dree-aa?” Soc! Lan nay ba ay
goi dung tén to6i. Miranda khom lung ding trudc mat toi,
san sang tan céng.

Lap turc toi cat cudc goi cua Lily (hy vong dugc co6 thong
cam) va san sang nghénh chién. “Khdng, Miranda, moi viéc
on ca.”

“Budgc. Thé thi to6i mudén mot coc kem, tét nhat la trudc
khi né chay hét thanh nudc. Kem va ni, khong phai sira
chua, chi hiéu rd chd, khéng phai sita dong béng, ciing
khong phai loai kiéEng dudng kiéng md, kem sb co la Iéng va
that nhiéu kem tuci. Khdng phai loai trong binh xit, hiéu
chua? Kem tudi chinh cong. Cham hét.” Ba quay goét di. Co
vé nhu ba chi mo vao dé kiém tra t6i. Emily nhéch mép cudi
déc y. Dién thoai d6 chubng. Lai Lily. Chét tiét - tai sao cd
ta khéng gui email? Toi nhac may, ép chat 6ng nghe vao
tai, khong ndi mot IGi.

“T& biét rbi, cau khong ndéi chuyén dugc, vay chi nghe
théi nhé. B6 me cau bao lanh cho bon minh, thé la tuyét
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|lam r6i. Can hé c6 mot phong ngd I8n va n€u minh lam mot
vach ngdn & phong khach thi vAn con di chd cho mot
giudng doi va moét gh&€ banh. Khong cé bon tdm, nhung voi
hoa sen trong dugc. Khong cé may rua bat, tat nhién. May
diéu hoa cling khéng, nhung minh cé thé 13p vao clra sb
dudc. May giat & tang ham, cé ngudi gac theo gid, kha gan
tuyén sb 6, va - chl y nay - cé ban cong!”

Nghe ti€ng t6i l1ay hai, c6 nang cé cd cao giong: “That
day! Trén ca tuyét vdi, ding khdong nao? Trong nhu co thé
d6 sdp xudng bat c’ lic ndo, nhung bay gid van con dinh
vao nha! Bu chd cho hai ngudi, bon minh cé thé ra ddy hat
thubc, khdng thé tin ndi!”

“Bao nhiéu?” Toi gugng hdi va tu thé rang day la hai chir
cudi cung.

“Téng cdng: 2.280 moi thang. Cau nghi xem, moi ngudi
trd 1.140 dollar Ia bon minh cé ban céng, cd hdi tram nam
c6é mot l1an. Sao, td lam nhé?”

TOi toan trd I0i, nhung dung ldc dé Miranda dang tu tu
quay vé van phong, vira di vira chii mang ngudi diéu phoi
trinh dién trudc toan bd nhan vién cé mat. R rang ba dang
cd chuyén buc bdi, va hdm nay tdi khdng viéc gi phai do
thém dau vao Ira. C6 gai bi khién tradch xdu hd cui xubng
dat, ma do lung, va tdi cdu nguyén dé cd dirng khoc ré [én
lam cho moi chuyén t6i té han.

“Andy! That la nuc cuGi. N6i c6 hay khong di! HOm nay
td trén hoc chua du hay sao, con cau thi khéng dugc rdi
khoi nai lam dé xem phong. Cau khéng thé ma& moém ndi co
hay khéng dugc a? T& nén lam gi..” Lily sdp ndi con thinh
nd, tdi hi€u quad rd, nhung mac du vy khdng thé lam gi
khac 1a clip may. CO hét trong may to dén ndi cd van phong
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déu nghe thay, va Miranda chi ding cach d6 mot mét. Udc
gi toi kéo cd gai diéu phdi trinh dién tdi nghiép vao nha vé
sinh va cung nhau khoc trong d6. Hay la hai chung t6i hgp
sif‘c an Miranda vao mot phong vé sinh va siét chiéc khan
Hermés quén 16ng léo quanh cdi c6 ga cua ba ta chat hon
chut nira. Phan viéc cua tbi s€ la gi - siét chat khan hay gilr
chat ba ta? Cudi cung co Ié gay tdc dong manh hon néu
ching t6i nhoi cai khan khén nan vao hong va ding ngam
ba c6 gang ldy hai va...

“Aan-dree-aa!” Giong ba giat cuc va sac lem. “T6i nhd
chi lam gi cach day nam phut?” Chét roi! Kem. Toi da quén
mua kem. “Cé ly do ddc biét gi dé& chi van con ngdi day,
thay vi lam nhiém vu ctia minh? Phai chdng dé 1a ki€u khdi
hai cua chi? Trong tu cach hay IGi noi cua tbi co gi khién chi
hiéu 1a tdi khéng ndi nghiém chinh khéng? C6 khdng?” Poi
mat xanh cta ba trong nhu 10i ra khoi trong, giong ba gan
nhu lac di. T6i md& miéng, nhung Emily da chém vao.

“Miranda, t6i v6 clng xin 16i. Loi toi ddy. Toi bao Andrea
tra IGi dién thoai vi t6i tudng Caroline hay Cassidy goi dén
va toi dang ndi & may kia vé chuyén chiéc s mi Prada ba
mudn ddt. Andrea da dinh di roi, xin 16i ba, chuyén nay sé
khong xay ra lan nira!”

Qua 1a van con phép mau! Con ngudi mau muc da lén
ti€ng, va bénh vuc ké héen ha nay.

Miranda c6 veé diu xubéng. “Tho6i dugc. Bay gid chi di mua
kem cho t6i, Andrea.” DUt IGi ba di vao phong minh, nhac
dién thoai va lap tlc rot ngay mot lit mat vao tai 6ng Ma-
Ca-ba.

Toi nhin sang Emily dang ra vé cham chu lam viéc.
Email ma téi guri cho ¢ chi c6 moi hai chit: Tai sao?
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Cau tra I1Gi dén ngay: Vi tdi tin la ba 8y s€ sa thai chi, va
téi khéng co chut hing thu nao tap su cho moét nhan vién
mdi. Vay thi t6i bat dau cudc san lung cdc kem ly tudng va
goi Lily bang dién thoai di dong khi thang may xubéng dén
tang dudi.

“Xin 16i, that day, chi vi...”

“Nghe nay, té khdong co thura thdi gian,” giong Lily déu
déu. “Cau co thdy céu haoi qua dang khdng? Céu khdng thé
noi c6 hay khdng trong dién thoai hay sao?”

“T& rat kho giai thich, Lily, chi vi...”

“Quén di. TS phai di day. TG sé goi cau néu thué dugc
phong. Cho du cdu khéng quan tam 1am.”

T6i dinh phan dd6i, nhung c6 dd tat may. Chét tiét!
Nhung lam sao Lily hi€u ndi nhitng gi chinh téi trudc day
bén thdng con coi 1a hoan toan ngd ngdn. Bat cd chay
ngang chay doc Manhattan dé tim nha cho ca hai réi khdng
thém tra IGi dién thoai, qua la khong cong bang, nhung toi
dau coé lua chon nao khac.

Qua nla dém, rot cudc téi cling tdm dudc cbd trong dién
thoai va nghe thdong bao la chung t6i da c6 nha.

“Khéng thé tin ndi, Lily. Biét cdm on cdu nhu thé nao
bay gid. TG xin ng cau chuyén nay, hira danh du day!” ROi
toi nday ra moét y. Lam mot cd bat ngd di! Goi taxi, phdng
xuéng Harlem va cam dn c6 ban than nhat di! “Lily, cau
dang & nha ha? T& dén chd ciu, va minh lién hoan nhé?”

Tiéng hét vui mung khéng vang Ién. “Khong phai c6,” co
nodi binh than. “Té cé mot chai Southern Comfort trudc mat,
va chang Xé-khuyén-luGi dang & day. Hién tai thé la du.”

Tén ban trang dich. Nhung t6i biét roi. Hiém khi Lily
gian doi, nhung khi d& xay ra roi thi phai d& c6 mot minh,
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xong chuyén c6 sé tu chui khoi vo 6c. T6i nghe tiéng chat
ldbng rot vao ly va da vién kéu lanh canh. C6 u6ng moét
ngum Ién.

“Okay. Nhung hay goi t8, néu cau can.”

“P& lam gi? P& nghe ciu im nhu thdc trong dién thoai
a? Cam aon.”

“Lily..”

“Ché lo 1&ng gi, t& rdt 6n.” Mdt ngum nira. “T4 sé goi lai.
A, chic mirng hai ching ta.”

“Chiuc muUng hai chldng ta,
nhung c6 da bd may.

TOi goi vao may di dong cua Alex va hoi cé dudc ghé
qua chd anh khdng. Ca anh cling c6 vé khdong phan khdi
nhu téi mong dai.

“Andy, anh cling mubén gap em, em biét ddy. Nhung anh
dang di chagi véi Max va cac ban khac. Vi ly do nao d6 ma ca
tuan em da khdéng co thi gid nén téi nay anh da hen cac
ban.”

“Thé a? Cac anh dang & dau? Brooklyn hay loanh quanh
gan day? Em dén cung dugc khdng?” Co thé ho & ngay dau
day vi nhirng ngudi kia déu s6ng & Upper East Side.

“Em nghe nay, binh thudng thi dugc ngay, nhung hom
nay don gian la toi lién hoan dan 6ng.”

“Thoi dugc, okay, that ra em dinh ming nha mdi vdi Lily,
nhung bon em bdng dung cé chuyén huc hdc. Lily khong
thdng cam tai sao & van phong em khdng goi dién thoai
thoai mai dugc.”

“Cha, Andy, anh bubc phai ndi la d6i khi anh cling kho
théng cam ndéi. Anh biét l1a Miranda nay khéng via - em
phai tin anh, anh biét that day - nhung vi sao dé ma anh cé

n

téi ndéi nhu ti€ng vong,
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cam tudng la em coi trong qua mudc tat ca nhirng gi dinh
déng dén ba ta!” Nghe rd rang Alex c§ khdéng lam gi dé
ching t6i sinh ra doi dau.

“C6 thé em nhu thé that!” Toi phan phdo. Téi dién ngudi
Ién vi anh khéng quy xudng xin téi dé€n cung t6i nay, va
cling vi anh dirng vé phia Lily, tuy rang ndi cho cung thi co
cé ly va anh cling cé ly. “Pay la cudc s6ng clia em, anh hiéu
khong? Budng céng danh va tuong lai cia em! Em phai lam
gi cd chu? Coi tat ca la tro cudi chang?”

“Andy, em bé cong IGi anh. Em biét rd la y anh khoéng
phai nhu vay.”

Muodn roi, mau toi da s6i dén mot tram d6. Dau tién Lily,
giG dén Alex. Thém Miranda nira, ngay nay qua ngay khac?
Giot nudc tran ly. T6i Uc phat khoc, thay vao do tbéi gao Ién.

“Tat ca la tro cudi? Moi ngudi coi cong viéc cua em la
th& ha? O Andy, em Iam bén thdi trang ma, chdc chdng cd
gi ghé gdm Idm d&du?” T6i nhai lai va tu thdy ngan minh,
“Xin 16i, khéng phai ai cling Ia ngudi hao tdm hay sép thanh
tién si! Xin 16i, néu...”

“Em hay goi dién cho anh khi da binh tinh lai,” anh ndi.
“Anh khong mudn phai nghe thém ni{ra.” Ngat may. T6i nghi
la anh s€ goi lai, nhung dén tan ba gid sang luc t6i ngu
thiép di, ca Alex 1an Lily déu im tiéng.

Chuyén xay ra chan mdt tuan rdi, cd hai tuy khéng gian
doi ra mat nita nhung cé vé thay ddi mot cach khéng rd rét.
Toi khdng cé dip dich than xin 16i ho vi vdn phong dang giita
lic bién tap giai doan cubi ctia sb tap chi sap in, chi hy vong
la moi th sé trd lai dau vao day khi Lily va toi lai séng
chung nha. O cdn hd mdi chung nhau moi th& sé& lai nhu
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ngay xua & dai hoc, khi cudéc sd6ng con cdi mdé hon nhiéu vdi
bon toi.

Dich vu chuyén nha ma&i mudi mot gid mai thém dén, ho
mat ding chin phat dé€ thdo xong chiéc giudng yéu quy cla
tdi ra trng manh va quang |én xe tai. Me va tbi chui I1én ca
bin cuing ngudi 1ai. O tién sanh ngi téi chuyén dén, 6ng gia
toi va Alex dang hang hai tranh luan vd&i nhan vién thudng
truc.

“May qud, con dén rdi, Andy. Ong Fisher tat nhién cd ly
khi chi chiu mé khéa phong néu ngudi thué nha cé mat,” b6
t6i vira ndi vira cudi tuoi va nhdy mat vdi 6ng thudng truc.

“Sao, Lily chua dén a? Co ay dinh mudi gid hay mudi
rudi cd mat cg ma.”

“Chua thay dén. Anh goi c6 ay nhé?”

“Vang, thé thi tét han. Em sé di cung 6ng Fisher |én nha

dé moi ngudi cd thé bat tay vao viéc. Héi xem Lily cé can
giup dd khéng.”
Nu cudi cua Mr. Fisher v6 cung dam dang. “Xin mdi, ching
ta nhu ngudi nha ma,” giong 6ng cot nha, doéng thoi mat
X0dy vao nguc toi. “Chj c goi t6i la John cho than mat.”
Thi€u chut nira thi t6i nghen vi ngum ca phé da ngudi ngat
ma tdi van cAm theo.

Alex gat dau va lay gau ao lau kinh, mét cu chi dang
yéu vo cung. “Em Ién nha va&i b6 me di. Anh goi Lily.”

Toi hai ngan ngai khi thdy b6 téi bong dung Iam than vdi
ong thudng truc, vi 6ng ta s€ mac nhién bi€t moi chi tiét vé
cudc séng clia téi. Khu tién sanh rat dé thuong, tuy khoéng
han dang dudc goi la hién dai. Tuong lat da& mau sang, may
chd ngdi khdng ém &i I3m trudc thang may va sau day hop
thu. Phong chung t6i, s6 8C, huéng vé Tay Nam, toi nghe
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ndi 1a mot vu diém. John md clra vdi chia khda chinh, tu
hao nhu [an dau tién dugc lam bg, va lui lai mot budc.

“Nha day,” 6ng khoat tay hanh dién. Té6i la ngudi dau
tién lidu mang budc vao phong va chudn bj s&n tinh than,
nhung trong phong khéng hé cé mui luu huynh néng nac
hay dgi bay chap chdi dudi tran nha. Moi th& sach sé mot
cach ngac nhién va sang sua, phia tay phai la bép, mot can
phong nho It gach men trang, cac canh td hai nga vang va
mat ban bép gia da cdé nhiéu vét 6. Phia trén bép 10 la mot
16 vi sdng &n trong tudng.

“PBudc day ch’,” me toi ndi sau khi nhin vao tu lanh. “Cé
ca khuon lam da.” May cong nhan khuan vac i ach khuan
chiéc giudng cua toi qua hanh lang.

Qua bép di vao phong khéach, vach ngan dé tao ra phong
ngl thd hai d& dung xong. Cling vi th€ ma moi clra sé déu
bi vO hiéu hoa, nhung cling khéng quan trong lIam. Phong
ngd mdi cé kich cd dé coi (it nhat cling 18n hon phong cil
cla toi), tudng phia ban cong bi chiém gan hét bdi moét clra
day rat cao bang kinh. Phong tdm tréng cuc phdn nghé
thuat: tudng va gach men la hai tong mau hong khac nhau,
trong kha chudng mat. Phong ngu 16n hon han dién tich
sinh hoat con lai, trong dé c6 mot tu tuong bé xiu, quat tran
va mot clra s& nho d& mdt nghin ndm chua co rlra, chia
thang qua moét can hd cda nha hang xom. Lily mudn lay
phong nay, t6i thay cling dudc, bdi vi c6 can mot phong ngu
va mot phong lam viéc, nghia la can nhiéu dién tich han,
con tdi ua nhiéu anh séng va I8i ra thang ban céng.

“Cam dn Lily,” toi thi tham.

“Con vUa nodi gi vay?” Me t6i dirng ngay sau lung.
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“Khoéng co gi a. bung la Lily da lam moi viéc rat cu. Con
khong biét trudc nhitng gi & day, nhung phong dep day chu,
me thay sao?”

Me t6i hét stic cd gédng dé phat biéu mot cach té nhi. “O,
ddi vé8i New York thi chac chan day la can ho rat tét. Me chi
thay phién Iong la cac con tra nhiéu tién ma chi nhan dugc
it nhu vay. Chi con va Kyle trd gop tdng cdng 1.400 moi
thang cho can ho, trong d6 cé may diéu hoa khong khi, may
rira bat mdi tinh, may giat kiém sdy, hai phong tam lat da
cdm thach, va ba phong ngu!” Ba ndi nhu mdt nha truyén
gido. Di nhién, vGi 2.280 dollar ngudi ta c6 thé dugc moét
ng6i nha doc s6ng & Los Angeles, mot can hd va@i cay xanh
ngay trudc cira ¢ Chicago, mot can hd nam phong & Miami
hay ca moét lau dai cd hao nudc chay quanh & Cleveland.
Chang co gi la.

“WVa hai chd dau xe cling nhu s dung mién phi san golf,
phong tép thé duc va bé bai,” tdi tinh nguyén bd sung. “Con
biét, con biét ma. Me cé tin hay khong thi tuy, can h6 nay la
nhat roi ddy. Con tin rang & day bon con sé& séng tur té.”

Me O6m toi. “Me ciing tin vay. Chirng nao cac con khoéng
phai 1am viéc qud nhiéu dé€ con thi gid ma tédn hudng.” me
noi thém.

B6 tdi dén bén va ma3 gdi ma 6ng xach sudt ngay. Khong
nhu tdi dodn, trong goi khdng c6 @6 do thé thao dé€ bg toi
hém nay di tdp, ma la mot hdp mau hat dé vai dong chil noi
bat. “Phat hanh cé han!” Tro xép chit. Phién ban cho ngudi
suu tdm, c6 day xoay cho ban x&p chir va céc 6 I1dm dé
nhitng 6 ch{r khéng bi trugt. Mudi nam lién chung t6i tram
tré ngam no trong cac clra hiéu, nhung chua bao gid c6 mot
dip x&rng dang dé bé tién mua bau vat nay.
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“0Oi, b6 di, cd nhat thiét thé khéng!” Téi biét, phién ban
dac biét nay gia trén 200 dollar. “bep qua!!!”

“Hay tan hudng, chirng nao con s6ng va khoe manh,”
ong ndi va dap lai vong 6m cua to6i. “Hay tot han Ia hay lam
bé gid cla con sd cudng lén. Chdc chdn moi viéc sé& dién
bi€n nhu thé ddy. B& con nhd hdi xua hay phai dé con
thang, khong thi con chay khap nha nhu mdt con bo dién va
doi suSt budi tdi. Bay gid thi sao? Nhitng t& bao ndo toi
nghi€p cua bo da thui chdét ca réi, b6 khdong con cd may
thdng con nifa. Tuy nhién, nhat dinh bd van sé& tha day.”

Toi vua dinh dap lai la t6i da cod thay day tot nhat thi
Alex di vao. Vé mat cua anh khdéng néi I1én diéu gi toét lanh.

“C6 chuyén gi thé?” Toi hoi.

“A, khdng cé gi.” Anh mat anh ndi Ién t&t ca: anh khong
muon bé me t6i biét chuyén. “Anh vira dua mot thung 1én.”

“Nao, minh ciing di 1ay vai thung,” b6 t6i nhan cau ggi y
va kéo me ra clra. “Cé thé 6ng Fisher c6 xe day hay thu gi
tucong tu, dat dudc may thung Ién.”

Alex va toi dgi dén khi cira thang may khép lai.

“Thé nay nhé, anh vua ndi chuyén vai Lily,” anh ndi
cham rai.

“C6 ay chac khoéng con gian em n{ta ch’? Ca tuan nay
tuang doi ky cuc.”

“Khong, khdong phai thé.”

“Thé chuyén gi?”

“A, c6 &y khoéng & nha...”

“Thé& thi & ddu? O nha g3 ndo a? Chang 18 Lily quén
ngay chuyén nha cta minh?” Téi mé& tung clra s& & phong
ngd mdi bi ngan d6i cho khoéng khi trong lanh ua vao, at
mui scn di.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Khong. No6i mot cach chinh xac la, c6 dy & d6n canh
sat.” Alex nhin cham cham xudng giay.

" dau cg? Cé chuyén gi vdi Lily? Lay chua! Cé &y bi
cudp hay bi ham hiép? Em phai dén chd dé ngay.”

“C6 8y 6n, Andy. Chi bi bat théi.” Anh ndi bang giong
binh tinh, nhu bao vd&i phu huynh tin budn la con ho khong
dudc Ién 16p.

“Bi bat a? Ngudi ta bat co6 ay a?” To6i bat giac noi qua to.
Pung lic dé bd téi 16i mot chiéc xe day to tudng vao phong,
nghiéng nga chuc d6 dudi may thung chéng Ién nhau.

“Ngudi ta bat ai ca?” Ong I6 dang hdi. “Pay, Mr.Fisher da
dua Ién tat ca cho minh day.”

TO6i nat 6c tim mot cau ndi dbi tudng dbi lot tai, nhung
Alex nhanh hon. “A, chau chi ké cho Andy la t8i qua trong
kénh VH-1 c6 mo6t phdng su vé ba ca si nhac rap cua nhém
TLC, mot c6 trong bon ho bi bat vi c6 ma tdy trong ngudgi.
Chinh la c6 lubn gay an tugng tucng doéi binh thudng...”

BG t6i vira nhin khdp phong vira 1&c du. Ong chi nghe
mot tai va chac ngac nhién, tir bao giG Alex va t6i quan tam
dén cac nlt ca sy nhac pop dén thé. “B6 nghi la vi tri duy
nhét ké vira cai giudng la ddy dau giudng vao phia tudng
kia,” 6ng ndi. “A, phai xem ho lam dé&n dau roi méi dugc.”

Clra phong vira déng, tdi nhay bd ra trudc mat Alex.

“Nao, ndi di, chuyén gi da xay ra?”

“Andy, dung hét |én nhu thé. Khong té dén mdlc ay.
Pling ra la kha budn cudi.” V3i nhitng n€p nhan quanh mat
khi cugi, trong mo6t thoang anh giéng hét Eduardo.

“Alex, n€u anh khong ndi ngay chuyén gi da xay ra vdi
ban em...”
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“Okay, okay, binh tinh. Bém qua c6 ay di chai véi moét
ga. Mr. Xo-khuyén-IuGi, c6 8y goi thé. Minh cé quen han ta
khong nhi?”

T6i chi cham cham nhin anh.

“Khéng quan trong. Hai ngudi di an, sau dé Mr. Xo-
khuyén-ludi mudn tién Lily v& nha va cd cé6 mdt y tudng cho
la rat hay: “khoe hang” cho ga xem giirta phd, ngay truédc
nha hang. D€ ga phai cdn cau.”

TOi tudng tudng ra canh Lily sau bira an téi lang man,
vién keo bac ha con ngdm trong miéng, tung tdy di doc
phd, va dot ngbét kéo T-shirt 1én, cho mot ga bo tién ra xo
mot mi€ng kim loai qua IuGi. Trdi a.

“Khoéng thé dugc. Lily khéng thé...”

Alex gat dau day vé quan trong va c6 nhin cudi.

“Anh muodn ndi la ngudi ta bat gilr ban gai em chi vi c6
ay vach nguc ra? bung la chuyén tiéu lam. Ta dang & New
York. Hang ngay em nhin thdy phu nif gdn nhu cdi tran -
gitra noi lam viéc!” Giong t4i lai rit 1&n, khéng kiém ché& nadi.

“Khoe mong.” Anh lai cdm mat xudng giay minh, mat do
lvng. Khéng hiéu vi xdu hé hay ¢8 nhin cudi.

“Khoe gi cg?”

“Khong khoe nguc. Khoe moéng. Phan dudi. Toan bo.
Pang trudc va dang sau.” Gid thi anh ngoac miéng ra cudi.
R3 rang anh thdy rdt khoi hai. Can than kéo té ra quan, toi
nghi bung.

“Oi, khéng thé thé& dudc,” t6i rén lén. C6 ban t6i da tu
dan minh 1am trd gi thé nay? “Canh sat da nhin thay va bét
co ay?”

“Khong, hai dia tré con da chdng kién canh ay va mach
vGi me...”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Lay chua.”

“...va ba me nhac c6 hay kéo quan lén. Lily hét tudng
|én la ba hay dut nhitng IGi dé nghi cua ba vao dau do, lap
tlrc ba ta chay dén géc phd va tim dugc mot canh sat.”

“Khéng, khdng thé thé& dudc, thdi di.”

“Chua tham gi. Khi ba nay va tay canh sat dén ngi thi
Lily va Mr. X6-khuyén-IuGi, theo c6 khai, dang hanh su ngay
trén pho.”

“Sao ca? Ban Lily Goodwin cua em? Ban gai xinh dep,
kha &i, than nhat cia em tU I8p tdm? Cd&i quan ao va lam
viéc do & goc phd? V&i mot thang cha x6 khuyén vao [uGi?”

“Binh tinh lai di, Andy. C6 ay khdéng bi sao, that ma. Tay
canh sat chi bat c6 vi khi dudc hoi, cé ding la trudc do co
tut quan xuéng khoéng, thi c6 gid ngon tay gilra 1én...”

“Lay Chua, em hét chiu nGi. CAm nhén cla nhitng ngudi
lam me la nhu thé nay day.”

*...nhung ho chi canh bao théi. Bay gid Lily mubén quay
vé nha cli va nghi ngoi mot chidt - nghe chirng hom qua da
phé tran cung may. Luc tinh tdo chac cling khéng déam tréu
canh sat. Em khéng phai lo. Bay gid minh don d6 cua em
vao, sau do6 dén cho Lily néu em mudn.” Anh nh&c thing
dau tién tir xe ddy ma bé tbi dat gilra phong.

Khdng thé dgi dudc; tdi phai biét ngay chuyén gi xay ra.
Mai dén hoi chudng th( tu Lily m&i nhdc may, ngay trudc
khi hop thoai bat Ién, tua nhu dén gidy cubi cung cd van
can nhac cd nén tra 16i khong.

“Moi chuyén 6n ch(?” T6i bop ngay.

“Chao Andy, hy vong la t& khéng lam hong vu chuyén
nha. Moi ngudi khéng can td trong lic nay lam, dung
khong? Xin 16i vi tat cd moi chuyén.”
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T8 khong quan tam chuyén ay, chi can hoéi vé cau thoi.
Cau 6n chd?” Téi chot nhé ra 1a néu Lily 1Gc nay, séng sé6m
th Bay, trén dudng vé nha thi cé nghia la c6 da qua dém &
ddn canh sat. “Ho gilr cdu qua dém & dé a? O trong tu?”

“U, t& nghi la goi thé cling dudc. Nhung khong cé gi ghé
gém nhu trong tivi van chiéu. C6 mot cdn phong dcn gian,
va té ngu & dé, canh mot c6 bé hoan toan ngay tho vira lam
trd ngu xudn gi do gidéng té. M&y ngudi gac rat thd vi, moi
chuyén tuong ddi nhe nhang. Khong cé song sat hay may
th( tuong tu.” C6 cudi, nhung nghe gia tao.

T6i nghi mét gidy dé tiéu hoa vu nay va th tudng tudng
ra canh co bé hippie xinh xéo dang yéu Lily cua tbi 16i qua
viing nudc dai sau dén mat ca trong xa lim va lot vao tay
mot mu dbéng tinh phat cudng. “Thé Mr. Xo-khuyén-luGi
ddng gop gi trong chuyén nay? Han dé cdu muc xac trong
tu a?” Dot nhién t6i nghi: con téi ddng gop gi trong chuyén
nay? Vi sao Lily khong goi cho t6i?

“A, anh &y that ra rat tét...”

“Lily, tai sao...”

“... cling mudn & lai cung va tham chi da goi luat su cua
b6 me anh ay...”

“Lily, Lily, ngirng mét giay da nao! Tai sao cau khong goi
t3? L€ ra chi mot phut sau la t& céd mat va sé khoéng di khoi
trudc khi ho tha cau ra. Vay thi tai sao? Tai sao cau khong
goi dién?”

“Thoi, Andy, chuyén da qua ro6i. Thuc su khong c6 gi ghé
gém ca, té thé véi cau day. bon gian la téd da xu su ngu
Xuén vi qua chén.”

“Tai sao? Tai sao cau khoéng goi dién? TS & nha ca t6i.”
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“Khéng quan trong lam. Td khong goi dién vi té nghi,
hoac la cau con & van phong, hodc la dd mét I nén td
khong mudln quady. T6i th( Sau lai cang khéng.”

Toi nghi lai, hdm qua minh lam gi. Viéc duy nhat ma toi
con nhd rd la da xem phim Dirty Dancing trén kénh TNT,
chinh xac la l1an th& sau mugi tam trong ddi. Va lan dau tién
ngu thi€p di trudc khi dén canh Johnny ndi “khéng ai bo rai
Baby cad” va ddy cb ta ngd, va bac si Houseman néi, 6ng
biét Johnny khong phai ngudi 1am khé cho Penny, roi vo
lung Johnny va hon Baby va lan dau tién Baby lai muobn
ngudi ta goi minh 1a Frances. Canh nay toi van cho 1a c6t I3i
nhat trong phim.

“O v8n phong? Cau nghi 13 t§ con & vdn phong? Va thé
nao la mét I cd chd, moét khi cau can giup da? Lily, t&
khong chap nhan.”

“Thdi, cho qua di, Andy. Cau lam viéc nhu dién, ngay lan
dém, cubi tuadn cling thé. Va khi ndo roi rdi thi cdu kéu ca
vé cOng viéc. T4t nhién, t& hi€u qua rd cdng viéc khdn nan
clia ciu & chd con me dién ludn xua clu chay khip thanh
ph6. T& khong mudn la ngudi quay qua vao tdi th Sau, khi
cau rét cudc mudn nghi ngadi hay & bén Alex. Anh ay ndi la
hai nguGi hau nhu khéng thdy mat nhau bao giG, va tdé
khong mudn lam vao thdi gid cia anh ay. Néu that cap thiét
thi t& da goi cau va td biét la cau sé lao tdi ngay. Nhung té
nhéc lai dé€ cdu yén tdm, chuyén khéng ghé gém lam. Ta
hay quén di, okay? TG rat mét, bay gid chi muén tam va lén
giudgng thoi.”

Toi siing s& khéng ndi dudc 18i nao, Lily thi hi€u su im
lang la dong tinh.
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“Cau con do chu?” Co6 hoi, sau khi t6i im lang dé€n nua
phat ¢d tim mét 18i xin 16i hay gidi thich hay néi gi dé. “Nay,
td vua vao dén nha. T8 phai ngu da, sé goi lai cho cau
nhé?”

“A, U, t&t nhién,” t6i gdng ndi. “Lily, t& rat c6 16i. Néu
cdu co cam gidc la cdu khdng thé...”

“Gudm d&, Andy. Moi viéc déu 6n - vdi cdu, vdi hai
ching minh. Ta ndi chuyén sau.”

“Okay, ngu ngon nhé. Hay goi t& n€u can gi...”

“T& sé& goi. A nay, cau thdy ndi 8 mdi clia bon minh ra
sao?”

“Tuyét vai, Lily, rat tuyét vgi. Cau da lam viéc rat cu. Tot
hon t8 mong dgi. Bon minh nhat dinh sé thich & day.” T6i tu
thdy giong minh réng tuéch, rd rang téi noéi chi d& ma noi,
dé gilr Lily bén dién thoai va tu nha la tinh ban gilta hai
ngudi khong bi sttt mé mot cach voé hinh nhung sau sac.

“Rat hay. T& cling vui khi cau thich. Hy vong Mr. Xo-
khuyén-ludi cling thich.” Ki€éu pha tro clta Lily nghe tuong
doi guong gao.

T6i ding trong phong khach va nhin chong choc chiéc
dién thoai dén khi me tb6i vao. Ba mudén mdi toi va Alex di
an trua.

“Cé chuyén gi ha Andy? Lily dau r6i? Me nghi la cling
nén giup d6 nd6 moét chdt, nhung ba gid la b6 me phai I1én
dudng roi. N6 sap dén chua?”

“Khong, Lily, a, Lily 6m, tu t6i qua. Thay khong khode tu
may hdm rdi. Chdc hodn chuyén nha sang ngay mai. N6
vUa goi dién xong.”

“Con cb chac la né 6n khdéng? Hay la minh ghé qua xem
sao? Me luc nao cling thuagng nd qua, bé me thi nhu thé, ba
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thi gia nua gan dd&.” Me dat tay Ién vai téi, khién tdi con
ngan hon. “May ma noé cé con lam ban, khong thi dang la
than co thé cb trén ddi nay.”

T6i nghen hong, may gidy sau mdi cat nén IGi: “Vang, cé
|é thé. Nhung né dd roi, ngu day la khoe thoi. Minh di mua
vai chi€c banh kep nhéan di, dugc khéng a? Ong thudng truc
ndi cach day bon phd cé tiém ca phé ban nhiéu d6 ngon
lam.”

“Van phong Miranda Priestly,” t6i nhac may vdi giong
ngan ngdm mdi hoc dudc, bdo cho ngudi nghe |a ho dang ca
gan quay qua toi trong khi viét email.

“Xin chao, cé phai Em-Em-Emily day khong?” Mot giong
ca lam va ngong nghiu bén kia dau day.

“Khong a, day la Andrea, trg ly mdi cua Miranda,” toi
bao cho ngudi to mo thr mot nghin biét.

“A, trg ly mdi cia Miranda,” giong ngudi dan ba la réng
|én. “Cb gai hanh phuc nhat th-th-thé gidi day! Cho dén nay
c6 thay coéng viéc cia minh & chd mu yéu tinh 8y nhu thé
nao?”

Toi vut tinh. La qua. Tu khi lam viéc 8 Runway dén gid,
toi chua thdy mot ngudi duy nhat nao dam théa ma Miranda
nhu vady. Ba ndy ndi nghiém chinh, hay dinh bay t6i?

“HU'm, vang, lam viéc & Runway la mot bai hoc trai
nghiém I&n,” t6i nghe chinh minh lap bap. “Hang triéu c6 gai
san sang xin chét dé dudc nhan viéc nay day a.” Cé dung 13
toi vra mdi ndi ra cau ay?

Im I&ng mot 1at, rdi ba ta ra 1én. “0i, that 1a h-h-hoan hao
dén kinh tdm!” Ba cudi dng &c nhu bi bép cd. “Ba ta giam cd
vao dé roi 18y di moi dd6 G-g-gucci cho dén khi tdy n&o xong
dé c6 ndi nhitng I8i nham nhi d6 ha? T-t-tuyét voi qua! Ba
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nay qua la khong vua! Vay thi, c6 gai Bai-hoc-trai-nghiém
di, toi c6 nghe doén la Miranda [an nay vé dugc mot d-d-day
t§ cé dau éc. Nhung hda ra tin don lai van sai nhu moi khi
thoi. Chac co thich t-t-twinset cua Michael Kors va ao long
tht dep mat cta J. Mendel ch( gi? Dudc thoi, bé ngoan a.
Gid thi n6i may cho tbi vai ba sép dit top cua cod dil”

Toi bGi r6i khong biét nén 1am gi. Y nghi dau tién 13 toi
bdo ba bién di cho ranh, ba ta cé biét toi la ai dau, va ro
rang la diéu bd badm tron cla ba ta chi dé che 18p ching ca
lam cua minh. Nhung y nghia th( hai con manh hon - ghé
miéng sat dién thoai va thi thdm khén thiét: “Vang, toi la
mot tl nhén, va con té hon nhitng gi ba cé thé tudng tugng
ra co... 6i, xin ba, xin ba hay tdi day giai thoat t6i khéi cubc
tdy ndo ma quai nay. Ba ndi ding, tinh canh ddng nhu ba
miéu ta. Nhung toi thi khac!” Cudi cung thi ca y nay lan vy
kia déu khdng thé thuc thi vi téi kip nhé ra Ia minh khdng
bi€t ai ndp dang sau cai giong ca lam & dau day kia.

T6i hir mét haoi dai, quyét dinh sé& da lai tirng diém mot -
chi chtra Miranda ra thoi. “Vang, t6i rat cdm phuc Michael
Kors, tat nhién, nhung nhéat dinh khoéng vi nhitng b twinset
cta 6ng &y. Ao 16ng thu cua J. Mendel thi tuyét diéu, tat
nhién, song ngudi bén Runway - nghia la c6 gu thdm my
tinh ddi va khong ché vao dau dudc - thi va d6 may do cua
Pologeorgis ¢ phé 29 hon. Vang, con trong tuong lai toi sé
sung suéng hon néu ba ua dung khai niém théng dung nhéan
vién thay cho chir day td, nghe chudéng tai va kho chéap
nhan 1dm. T4t nhién, t6i sé radt han hanh dudc giup ba sua
lai nhirng phdng doan léch lac ma ba sé con cd, song trudc
hét toi xin dugc phép hoi dang dugc hau chuyén ai thé a?”
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“bugc 1dm, trd ly mdi cia Miranda, dudc 1am! CO va toi
c-c-c6 thé [am ban vdi nhau dudc ddy. Tdi ch-ch-chdng ua
gi 10 rébot ma ba &y tuyén dung, cling phai théi, vi tdi ciling
khong ua ba ay. Toi la Judith Mason, va n-n-néu cb6 chua
nghe tén 3y bao gid: hang th-th-thang toi viét bai vé du lich
cho Runway. Gid thi c6 cho t6i biét, vi c6 con kha mdai G day,
thang trang mat da qua chua?”

T6i lang im. Ba ay am chi gi nhi? Cé vé nhu mot qua
bom né chdm dang chd phat hda.

“Kia, c6 dang hudng tinh thé tuyét vai khi moi ngudi déu
biét tén cb trong khi c6 chua biét ai di 1du dé nhén ra va
tdn dung cac diém yé&u cua ho. Pén I-I-luc &y thi mdi la
thién dudng thuc su, cd c( tin toi di. C6 cd mot chd lam hoi
bi dac biét day.”

Trudc khi toi kip tra 1Gi thi ba ndi: “T-t-tan chuyén hom
nay thé la du r6i, c6 ban mdi quen a. Co d-d-dd phai noi
may, dang nao ba 8y cling chang nghe dién cua tb6i dau. Tat
ca lam cua t6i khong ém tai 1am, t6i nghi thé. C6 c ghi t-t-
tén t6i vao ban tin, ba ay sé sai ngudi goi lai cho t6i. Cam
dn co b-b-ban nhé.” Cach.

Toi ngd ngudi ra roi cudi pha Ién. Emily dang xem danh
muc cdng tac phi cia Miranda, c6 ngang Ién hoi ai vira goi
dién. Nghe tén Judith, cb tron tron mat va kéu Ién: “Ba nay
la @6 yéu tinh. That ddy. Toi hiéu tai sao Miranda khéng thé
ndi chuyén va@i ba ta 18y moét cdu. BDang nao thi Miranda
cling khong nhan dién cua Judith, chi chi can dua tén ba ay
vao ban tin la du, Miranda sé sai ai dé goi lai.” Dudng nhu
Judith théng thao cong viéc ndi b6 van phong hon ca toi.

T6i nhdp chudt vao biéu tugng “Ban tin” trén man hinh
iMac va xem qua nhitng muc trén d6. “Ban tin” la quan chu
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bai cua van phong Miranda Priestly va, trong pham vi quan
sat cla tdi, tdm diém cla ddi ba. Mot cong tadc vién man
can nao do trudc day may nam da tao ra van ban dang
danh sach nay dé dién cac cdu hdi hay tin ti’c méi vao doé.
Chung t6i in ban mdi nhat ra va dinh I1én bang treo phia trén
ban gidy cua toi, g6 ban cl xubng. Trong ngay, c( vai phut
mot 1an Miranda xem ban tin, trong khi Emily va toi ban tui
bui dé viét, in va sdp xép tin song song vdi cac cudc dién
thoai mdi. Lién tuc mot ngudi trong hai ching téi giuc ngudi
kia dong ban tin d€ minh con b sung tin md&i. Ching tdi in
két qua trén hai may in riéng biét roi gan Ién bang, lic do
md&i bi€t ai la ngudi cé tin thdi su’ nhat.

“Judith la tin m&i nhat trén ban tin cda toi,” tdi ndi, mét
rd vi ap luc phai lam xong moi thd truéc khi Miranda tdi.
Eduardo da goi dién tUr phong bdo vé & tang trét dé€ bdo
dong la ba dang Ién tang. Chi con vai giay n{ra la dén tin
hi€u bao dong lan thd hai cua Sophy.

“T6i cb tin cla |& tdn khach san Ritz sau tin Judith,”
Emily gan nhu reo 1én dac thang trong khi gan t& 1én bang.
T6i dem ban tin bi lac hau mat bén gidy cua minh vé ban va
nhin luét qua. Cac s6 dién thoai tach ra bang dau cham ch(
khong bang gach nGi. Gilra cac s6 chi giG va phut cling danh
cham ch( khoéng phai hai cham. Thdgi gian dudc lam tron
thanh ting mudi lam phat. S6 dién can goi lai ghi vao moét
codt rieng dé co thé dap ngay vao mat. Cac cudc goi dén ghi
kém gid goi. Trong muc “Ghi chd” la cac thong bdo cua toi
hay Emily gui Miranda (khong dugc héi ma tu dung dén noi
v@i Miranda la diéu cam ki, vi vay moi théng tin quan trong
déu dua Ién ban tin). Muc “Ghi nhd” bao gbm thong diép ma
Miranda thich gui cho chung t6i vao hop thoai trong khoang
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tlr mot giG dén nam gid sang, vdi niém tin chac chan la moi
ménh Iénh ghi lai coi nhu da dudc thi hanh. Néu mot trong
hai ching téi tinh cG dudc néu tén trong doé thi hoan toan &
ngoi th ba.

Ba thudng sai chung t6i tim ra chinh xac bao gid thi goi
dudc cho ai theo s6 nao. K&t qua diéu tra cua chung to6i ghi
vao muc “Ghi chd” hay “Ghi nhg” thi chua nhat tri. Khi mdi
vao lam, t6i thay ban tin giébng nhu danh sach “Who's Who”
cua thé gidi Prada, gid thi nao bd tro Ii cua toi chi con Io
dénh ghi nhan tén tudi cta nhirng ngudi siéu giau, siéu mét
va siéu quan trong. Trong cudc doi mdi cua tdéi ¢ Runway thi
ba phu trach I& tAn cla Nha Trdng cling khdng han gi dng
bac si thu y goi dién hen ngay tiém chung cho hai con meéo
clua Miranda (va han hanh dugc ba goi lai!)

Thi& Nam, 4/8

7.30: Simone goi dién tU van phong Paris. Théng nhat
thdi diém chup anh thdgi trang & Rio véi Mr. Testino va dai
dién cla Giselle. Mudn ban vé bd tuyén chon véi ba. bé
nghi goi lai. 011.33.1.55.91.30.65

8.15: Mr. Tomlonson goi. Bé nghi goi lai vao s6 di dong.
Ghi chu: Bruce hoi Andrea: tam guong I6n ngoai hanh lang
nha ba bi thi€u miéng trang tri & goéc trai phia trén, 6ng ay
da tim ra mot tdm giudng giong hét trong mot cua hang doé
cd & Bordeaux. Ba c6 muén bao 6ng 8y dat mua khéng?

8.30: Jonathan Cole goi. Th( Bay s€ bay sang Melbourn
va dgi dudc nhén nhiém vu cu thé. D& nghi goi lai.
555.7700

Ghi nhé: Goi Karl Lagerfeld vé& bu6i I& “Ngudi mau cla
nam” theo s6 ca nhan & Biarritz, hdm nay tu 8.00 dén 8.30
t6i, gid dia phuadng.
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011.33.1.55.22.06.78: nha riéng

011.33.1.55.22.58.29: van phong riéng

011.33.1.55.22.92.64: 13i xe

011.33.1.55.66.76.33: trg ly & Paris trong truéng hdp
khan

9.00: Natalie & Glorious Fooods hoi: nhan pho mat mém
Vacherin nén dung cac loai dau trén s6 c6 la hay mut dai
hoang néng. Bé nghi goi lai. 555.9887

9.00: Ingris Sischy goi chic mung nhan s6 bao thang
Tu. Bia “rat hdp dan, nhu moi khi”. Mudn biét, ai 1a ngudi
trinh bay chan dung khé I6n & trang rudt. Dé nghi goi lai.

555.6246: van phong

555.8833: nha riéng

Ghi chd: Miho Kosudo goi, xin 16i khdng chuyén dugc bé
hoa clia Damien Hirst. NhG nhan lai bang dugc la ho chd
bon ti€ng trudc cla rbi phai di vé vi khong thay cé thudng
truc. Ngay mai sé thur lai lan nira.

9.15: Mr. Samuels goi, bao la khéng cé mat trudc bira
trua, can than nhéc la téi nay cé hop phu huynh & Horace
Mann. Mudn ban vé ban thuyét trinh mon Su& cua Caroline
trudc gid hop. D€ nghi goi lai sau 2 gid, nhung trudc 4 gid.

9.15: Mr. Tomlinson lai goi lan ni{ra. Nhd Andrea dat ban
sau cudc hop phu huynh. Bé nghi goi lai vao di dong.

Ghi chl: Andrea da dat ban & La Cravelle cho ba va Mr.
Tomlinson ldc 8 gid toi. Rita Jammed vui mung dudc gap lai
ba, han hanh dugc ba chon nha hang cua minh.

9.30: Donatella Versace goi, bdo da td chiic xong xudi
moi th& cho chuyén viéng tham cua ba. Mudn biét Ia ba con
can ai thém ngoai 1ai xe, dau bép, huan luyén vién, thg lam
téc va trang diém, trg ly riéng, ba cd giup viéc va thuyén
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trudng. NEéu can, dé nghi bao trudc khi ba ay di Milan. Sé
chuén bi san dién thoai di ddong. Nhung khong truc tiép dén
dugc vi con ban chuén bi show.

011.3901.55.27.55.61

9.45: Judth Mason goi. Bé nghi goi lai.

555.6834

TOi vO t3 gidy va ném vao sot rac dudi gam ban. Lap tuc
né ngam day md tu goi qua sang th ba cua Miranda ma toi
dd quang vao. Theo ban tin thi moi viéc trong ngay cho dén
gi§ dién bién tudng d6i binh thudng. Téi va dinh nhip vao
muc “Inbox” cua Hotmail xem cé ai gui thu mdi khong thi
Miranda di vao. Con bé Sophy thé ta! Lai quén bao dbng roi.

“T6i hy vong la ban tin da cap nhat,” ba ndi lanh I€o,
khong hé nhin ching t6i hay ngé xem chung t6i cé mat
khong.

“Vang a, Miranda,” tdi tra I6i va gic td gidy lén dé ba
khong phai vdi tay 1ay. Ba chil, va déng hé bat ddu dém, toi
nghi va doan - cau nguyén thi ding hon - ngay lam viéc
cla minh sé khéng han bay mugai lam chir. Ba trudt chiéc ao
khoac ngan bang 16ng chon c6 I8p 16ng mém mai lam to6i chi
mudn &p mat vao, va quang |én ban tdi. T6i mang chiéc do
lam bang m&y con chon chét vao ta tudng; khi nén ap ma
vao I8p I6ng tb6i giat minh cam thay cé gi lanh va udt:
nhirng hat tuyét li ti con dinh trong dé. That thich hgp qua
chung.

ROi téi nhdc chi€éc ndp cbc ca phé sita &m &m, cén thén
don thit m3, xUc xich va banh kep pho mat thanh mét déng
m3& mang trén chiéc dia nhem nhudc. T6i nhén chan di vao
phong ba va cdn thén dat moi th(r Ién mot géc ban. Miranda
dang tap trung ghi chép trén trang gidy viét thu cua
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Dempsey and Carroll va ndi diu dang nhu t6i chua bao giG
dugc nghe:

“Aan-dree-aa, t6i mudn ban véi chi vé 1& dinh hon. Chi

18y s6 ghi chép di.”
T6i gat dau va dong thdi nhan ra rang gat dau khong dugc
coi 1a mot tur. L& dinh hén nay, ngay bay gid, da 1a ndm dinh
ddng vao quan tai clia tdi, k& ca khi con han mot thang nira
mdi dién ra. Nhung Miranda sdp xudt hanh sang chau Au du
show thoi trang va vang mat hai tudn nén may hom nay
Emily va téi ban biu chd yéu véi su kién vi dai nay. TOi
mang gidy but quay vao van phong, khéng hy vong sé hiéu
ldy mot chir nao ba sé ndéi ra mém. Trong mot thoang, toi
dinh ng6i xuéng ghé vi sé thuan tién han khi phai ghi chép,
nhung toéi khon ngoan cudng lai.

Ba thd dai ndo rudt nhu sdp lan ra ngéat trudc nhirng c6
gang phi thudng, kéo goc khan Hermeés trang budc quanh
cd tay. “Chi lién lac v3i Natalie & Glorious Fooods, ndi véi ba
dy 1a tdi va muit dai hoang hon. Pirng dé ba &y xin x6 muén
noi chuyén truc ti€p vdi téi, khdng co ly do gi can thiét ca.
Chi gidi thich cho Miho vu t6i dat hoa. V& chuyén khan ban,
thi€p ghi tén chd ngdi va khay thi chi ndi may cho tdi vdi
Robert Isabell truGc gicd an trua. Ngoai ra phai ndi chuyén
v@i ba nhan vién cua Whitney, chi bdo ba ay gui trudc cho
toi sd do ké ban qua fax dé tdi x&p cho. Hién tai thé 1a hét.”

Ba ndi tuon tudt moi viéc trong khi tay khéng ngung viét
18y mét gidy, sau d6 dua toi td gidy da viét xong dé chuyén
di. Téi ngody nét dong cudi cung vao sd, hy vong la hiéu
ddng moi th& ba dan - véi phudng nglt va téc d6 sing may
cla ba, qua khbéng don gian.
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“Okay,” t6i 1am bam va quay ra. Tong cdng s6 tor ma
Miranda néi ngoai céng viéc: 5. Cé thé€ hém nay mi sé dat
muc dudi 50, t6i nghi tham. Toi cdm thdy tia mat cua ba
danh gia vong méng minh trong khi di ra ban, can nhac
xem c6 nén quay got di giat lui nhu nhitng ngudi Do thai
sung tin khi rgi khoi Buc tudng Than khéc. Khéng. Tha toi
c6 gdng nhe nhang ludt vé chd ngdi an toan cdia minh va
tudng tudng ra hang nghin tin d6 Do thai mac d6 Prada den
chay giat lui quanh Miranda Priestly.
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ROt cudc, ngay tran tré hanh phiuc ma téi mai ma udc da
dén. Miranda khdéng chi rgi khoi van phong, ma con ra khoi
bién gidi. Gan mot tiéng trudc day ba nhay Ién chiéc
Concorde di gdp may nha tao mét chdu Au va hién nhién
bién tdi thanh cd gdi hanh phic nhét trAn gian. Emily van
cO thuyét phuc toi la Miranda sé ra nhiéu Iénh hon khi ba ra
nudc ngoai, nhung t6i khong tin cb6. Gilra Iic hoach dinh
tirng giay phut quy nhu vang ma toi sé séng trong hai tuan
tGi thi c6 email cua Alex.

Cung co khde khéng? Hy vong em cé mot ngay toét lanh.
Cha&c con tét lanh hon khi ba &y di khdi, dung khéng? H&y
tdn hudng di. Anh chi dinh héi em cé thé goi cho anh lic ba
rudi dugc khéng. Anh cé mét gio nghi trudc tiét tap doc va
mudn noi vdi em mot chuyén. Khéng coé gi trong dai, nhung
anh mudén noi chuyén vdi em. Yéu em, A

TOi lap tuc thay lo va viét lai, hoi cdé chuyén gi khong,
nhung chac anh da ra khoi mang ngay nén khong théy tra
IGi gi ca. Toi ghi nhd trong dau la dang ba ruGi sé€ goi dién
cho anh. Cam giac tuyét vdi cua tu do khi biét ba ta khong
cd mat va pha ngang vao chuyén cua tdi. Can than, téi 18y
manh gidy cua Runway va viét GOI PIEN CHO A,3.30
CHIEU roi dan vao canh man hinh. Vira dinh goi dién cho
mot c6 ban hoc cach day moét tuan da ndéi vao hop thoai thi
t6i nghe c6 chudng dién thoai.

“Van phong Miranda Priestly,” thi€u chut nira thi t6i thé
dai. Bay gid la Iuc t6i khéng mudn ndi chuyén véi bat c ai
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trén thé€ gidi nay ca.

“Emily, chi dady a? Emily?” Giong khong Ian dudgc, né ndi
qua dudng day va dudng nhu lan téa khap van phong. TU
chd minh & gdc bén kia Emily khdng thé nghe dugc gi, mic
du vay c6 ngd qua phia toi.

“A 16 Miranda. Andrea day. Toi c6 thé giup ba chuyén gi
a?” Quai quy, ba ta mo dau ra dién thoai nhi? To6i thoan
thoat diém lai hanh trinh ma Emily da in ra phan phat cho
moi ngudi trong thdi gian Miranda vang mat. Ba cat canh
chua day sau phut ma da goi tu ghé phi co.

“T6i hy vong chi c6 thé. Toi vira doc ban ké hoach. Lich
hen lam téc va trang diém trudc blra an t6i th&r Nam van
chua dugc khang dinh.”

“Vang, Miranda, ly do la 6ng Renaud chua khang dinh
chac chan dudgc véi nhitng ngudi lam hdm th& Nam, nhung
ong ay ndi la 99 phan tram sé 6n c3, va...”

“Aan-dree-aa, chi tra IGi cho t6i: 99 phan tram cé gidng
nhu 100 phan tram khéng? C6 gibng nhu khdng dinh chéc
chdn khong?” Toi chua kip trad IGi thi da nghe ba ndi vdi ai
do, chac la nhan vién hang khong, rang ba “khong thé quan
tam dén cac quy dinh va han ché s dung doé dién td” va
ngudi ta hay “dem no di quay ray ngudi khac”,

“Nhung nhu vay la vi pham quy dinh, thua quy ba, va
toi xin dé& nghi ba tat dién thoai cho dén khi ching ta 6n
dinh d0 cao. Ban gian Vi rat nguy hiém,” giong ngudi kia
van nai.

“Aan-dree-aa, chi con nghe t6i khéong? Chi...”

“Thua quy ba, téi budc phai kién quyét. Xin ba tat may
ngay cho!” Co miéng toi sap bi chudt rat Vi cudi - toi hinh

https://thuviensach.vn



dung ro la Miranda ghét bi goi la “quy ba” ra sao, vi ai cling
biét la ngudi ta chi n6i vay vdi ba gia.

“Aan-dree-aa, c0 phuc vu nay bat tdi phai cip may. Toi
goi lai, khi c6 phuc vu nay cho phép. Cho dén luc ay chi lo
khang dinh lich hen thg lam téc va trang diém di, va bat
dau phong van cb trong tré mdi di. Cham hét.” Sau moét lan
cudi “quy ba” cua nhan vién hang khong néi véi Miranda la
dién thoai tat.

“Sép mudn gi?” Emily hoi, tran don nép nhan lo lang
thuc su.

“SEp d& ndi ding tén tdi ba lan lién,” téi hé ha ndi, thich
tha kéo dai su nong rudt cua Emily. “Ba lan lién, chi cé tin
nbi khdng? T6i cho réang dé la khdi ddu mét tinh ban tuyét
vai, phai khong? Ai dam nghi thé cc chd? Andrea Sachs va
Miranda Priestly — tinh ban bat diét.”

“ Andrea, s€p ndi gi?”

“ A, ba 8y mudn khdng dinh chdc chén lich hen thg lam
téc va trang diém hom th& N8m, vi chdn chdn 99% van
chua du dé yén tdm. Con chuyén phong van gi dé vdi cb
trébng tré mdi thi phai, chdc Ia téi hi€u nhdm chdng? Ba
mudi giay nira sép sé goi lai.”

Emily hit mot haoi that sdu va cd 18y hét nghi luc dé chiu
dung su ngu xudn clua toi. Qua khdong dé dang cho cé. “
Khéng, chi khdéng hi€u nhdm chdt nao ca. Sau khi Cara
khong l1am & chd Miranda lau nira, tat nhién Ia ba can mot
cO trong tré mdéi.”

“ Sao co? Khdng lam & chbé Miranda nita nghia 1a gi?
Khdng & chd Miranda nita thi & dau ca chi?” Téi khé tin 13
Cara khong ké& vdi toi 1a cd dot ngdt cat viéc.
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“ Miranda cho la Cara thich lam & mo6t ngi khac han,”
Emily ndi — nhat dinh Ia mot cach ndi ngoai giao hdn tu
miéng Miranda. C nhu Miranda cé chut dong cam nao vdi
s6 phan cua ngudi khac!

* Emily, t6i xin chi, ndi cho t6i biét chuyén gi da xay ra.”

“ Tdi hi€u theo I8i Caroline 1a mdi day Cara da bat bon
tré [én phong vi ching cai lai co6 ay. Miranda thay Cara tu ra
quyét dinh kiéu 8y 1a khdng thich dang. T6i hoan toan dong
y vG@i ba trong chuyén nay. Néi cho dung thi Cara khong
phai la me bon tré, phai khong nao?”

Nghia la Cara bi sa thai vi c6 bat hai dira tré ngdi phong
sau khi chdng c3i cd? “Véang, tdi hi€u y chi. R6 rang nghi
chuyén tucong lai cia bon tré khdong phai la nhiém vu cua
ngudi trong tre, “tb6i gat gu day vé nghiém trong. Cara da di
qua gidi han cta minh.”

Emily khéng bap vao y mia mai ro rét cua tb6i da danh,
c6 con cb6 veé khong hé nghi ngd gi. “"Chinh xac. Thém vao
dé la Miranda ludn ludn bat binh chuyén Cara khong biét
ti€Eng Phap, lam thé nao bon tré con hoc noéi khdng bi pha
cach phat am My dugc?”

Toi cling khong biét 1am thé nao day. Bon tré van di hoc
& trudng tu thuc, hoc phi moi ndm 18.000 dollar va ca ba
gido vién tiéng Phap déu ndi ti€ng Phap la ti€Eng me dé ma?
Me chlng cling sng nhiéu ndm & Phap, mo6i ndm may lan
qua do, noi va viét tiéng Phap hoan hao, phat am cuc du
duodng ma? * Chi ndéi dung. Khéng biét tiéng Phap khong
tréng tré dugc. Toi hiéu roi.”

“ U, thé nao thi thé&, bay giS chi chiu trdch nhiém tim
mot co trong tré mdi. bay la s6 dién cua dich vu
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mdi ngudi van cdng tdc véi minh,” c¢d ndi va gui qua
email sang chd téi. “Ho biét Miranda k¥ tinh sao rdi — haon
toan cé ly, tadt nhién - va thudng rdt cd gang trong tuyén
chon.

T6i canh gidc nhin cd, khéng hiéu cudc ddi cd ra sao
trudc khi biét Miranda Priestly? T6i m3d mat ngu moét 1at, cho
dén khi lai cdé chudng dién thoai. May thay, Emily bat may.

“ A 16 Miranda. Vang, vang, t6i nghe ro. Khong. Tuyét
d6i khéng cé van dé. Thg lam toc va trang diém hém tha
Nam da chac chan. Va Andrea da |dy cac thong tin dau tién
vé cO trong tré. Khi nao vé, ba sé cé ba Ung cuU vién tu té
dgi phdong van tuyén chon.” Cd nghiéng dau, dé but truct
trén modi. A, vang. Vang, khdng dinh chdc chén. Khéng,
khong phai 99 phan tram, 100. Nhat dinh. Vang, Miranda.
Vang, chinh tay t6i lam viéc d6 ma, va tbi tin chac. Moi
ngudi déu hoéi hop dgi . Okay. Chic ba mot chuyén bay tét
dep. Vang, khang dinh rbi. T6i gui fax ngay. Okay. Good-
bye.” C6 dat may va toan than run Ién vi gian di.

“ Tai sao ba 8y khéng hiéu ra nhi? Tdi ndi la lich hen th
Nam d& dugc khdng dinh. Nhéc lai [an nita. Tai sao phai
nhai di nhai lai nam mudgi [an? Chi cé bi€t ba ay ndi gi
khong?”

Toi lac dau.

“ Chi bi€t ba ay ndi gi khong? Trong khi ba ay bu dau vi
cong viéc thi toi phai viét lai ké hoach lam viéc la lich hen
cho thg lam tdc va trang diém da dudc khang dinh va fax
sang khach san Ritz dé€ lGc dén noi la ba 8y cé ban k& hoach
da sura dung. T6i lam tat ca cho ba ay, hién ca cudc doi cho
ba dy, vay ma phai chiu nhitng I0i 1€ nhu thé?” Trong cb
nudc mat lung trong. DU cé hoi hop theo doi Emily trong
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con gian dit hi hitu chéng lai Miranda, t6i van phai tiép tuc
can trong vi bat c IUc ndo cling cé thé dién ra cd thut voi
ki€u Runway. Bay gid phai noéi ddng giong: théng cam,
nhung khéng hua vao be.

“ Emily, khong phai 16i chi, hoan toan khong phai.
Miranda biét chi lam viéc vat va ra sao va chi la mot trg ly
cU. Néu ba dy khdng cho rang chi lam viéc t6t thi da téng
chi di tu lau r6i. Binh thudng ra ba ay dau cé ngai chuyén
do.”

Emily d& chdn xong nudc mat va chuyén sang giai doan
thach thic, nghia la trong tham tam c6 nhan la t6i dung,
nhung sé bao vé Miranda ngay néu t6i di qua trén. Trong
mon tam ly hoc t6i cé nghe giang vé hdi chi’ng Stockholm,
khi nan nhan hoa déng vdi thu pham, nhung khéng bao gid
hi€u rd thuc t& ra sao. CS 18 khi nao cd dip tdi nén quay
video mét trong nhiing ti€u canh va&i Emily va tdi rdi gui cho
giao su lam tai liéu truc quan day sinh vién nam th( nhat.
Tiép tuc can trong nira thi quéd mét, tdi 18y hai va liéu budc
tiép.

“ Ba ay dién ma, Emily,” toi ndi khé va cham, dgi co
thudn y minh. * Khong phai 16i chi, ma 1a 16i ba &y. Ba &y 13
ngudi rong tuéch, ndng can va cay déng, cé hang ndi quan
40 16ng 13y va cling chi cé thé& ma théi.”

Vé mat Emily cang lén trong thdy, da ma va c6 cang ra
nhu sdp rach va tay c6 khéng con run nifa. Toi biét co sap
nghién nat toi bat c( Iic nao, nhung khong ding dugc nira.

“ Chj da bao giG thay ba ay cé ban bé nao khéng? Tat
nhién, sudt ngay nhirng nhan vat trong yé€u nhat goi dién
dén, nhung khdng phai dé ndi chuyén véi ba vé con cai, gia
dinh hay b6 me. Ho goi vi ho mudbn gi dé & ba. Nhin tu bén
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ngoai thi di nhién cuc ki an tugng, nhung chi tudng tugng
xem, moi ngudi déu goi dién cho chij vi ho ..”

“ Cham dat!” C6 hét 1én, va nudc mat lai tran xudng
mat. * Cadm ngay mom di! Chi budc vao van phong nay va
tudng minh hi€u hét moi chuyén. Nang céng chlda chuyén
mia mai va di’ng cao han tat ca! Nghe day, chi khdng hiéu
gi ca, khdng hiéu ti gi cal”

“ Emily!”

“ Khéng Emily gi ca, Andy, dé tb6i ndi hét. Toi biét
Miranda la nguGi khé tinh. T6i biét doi khi ba 8y nhu mat tri.
Toi biét tinh trang khong bao gid dudc ngu va luén sg ba ay
cé thé goi dién, va khdng ai trong ddm ban bé minh théng
cam. T6i biét hét! Nhung néu chi thay thé la dang ghét, néu
chi khéng lam gi khac ngoai kéu ca suét ngay vé cong Viéc,
vé Miranda, va vé tat cad moi ngudi, sao chi khong bién di?
V&n dé thuc su & day la quan diém cua chi. Néu chi bao
Miranda dién, dudc, con toi cho la nhiéu nguGi, rat nhiéu
ngudi nghi rang Miranda co tai va nang khiéu, va bao chinh
chi mdi la dién vi khong bo hét si'c phung su cho ngudi dan
ba kiét xuat nay. Bdi vi ba ay la ngudi kiét xuat, Andy, thuc
su kiét xuat.”

T6i can nhac mot lat va phai cong nhan c6 noi dung.
Trong tam danh gid cua t6i, Miranda la mot chd but thuong
hang. M&i bai dua vao tap chi déu dudc ba bién tap ting
chir, va ba khéng ngan ngai dap do6 tat cad dé bat dau lai [an
nira, ké cho hau qua ra sao dbi v8i moi ngudi. Tuy tung bién
tap vién thdi trang tu quyét dinh phuc trang dem chup anh,
nhung duy nhat Miranda chon ra toan bé quan ao va tung
ngudi mau. Ca nhirng cdng tac vién phu trach hinh anh that
ra cling chi thi hanh chinh xdc va cu thé yéu ciu cua
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Miranda. Ba ndi IGi cubi cung - thuong ciling ca IGi dau tién
va I8i quyét dinh - trong mdi s6 bdo, tir vong tay, tui xach,
giay, phuc trang va dau toc cho dén bai vié€t, phong van,
anh, ngudi mau, ca dén dia diém chup hinh va thg nhiép
anh. Khong nghi ngd gi, ba ding & vi tri tién phong bao
dam cho thanh céng dang kinh ngac cua Runway, thang
nay qua thang khac. Thiéu Miaranda thi Runway khong con
la Runway, khéng la gi ca, diéu dé téi cling ro nhu moi
ngudi khac. M3c du vay tdi van chua chdp nhén, tai sao ba
cé quyén dobi xIr thoé bao v8i moi ngudi nhu vay. Ba cé du tai
ndng khién mot c6 ngudi mau chdu A chan dai mat gudm
gudm mang ao dai Balmain trong mdét ngd nho & San
Sebastian ma van dugc kinh cdn tén slng, song tai sao
nang khiéu ay cho phép ba khong phai chiu trach nhiém vé
cach hanh x& clia minh? D6 1a chuyén tdi chua hiéu ndi,
nhung tdi biét roi, tdi chi la mdét dira ngu xuén, trdi han vdéi
Emily.

“ Emily, t6i chi mudn noi rang chi la mot tro ly xudt sac
cla Miranda, va ba dy may man cé dugc mot ngudi lam viéc
gian khd va tén tuy nhu chi. Chi chi nén hiéu rang chi khéng
cé 16i khi ba 8y cé gi khdng hai 16ng. Ban chat ba &y Ia
khdng hai long. Chi da lam tat ca nhitng gi co thé.”

“ Toi biét, t6i bi€t chd. Nhung chi khbéng ton trong
Miranda du mudc, Andy. Hay suy nghi lai di. Ba ay da dudc
rat nhiéu va da phai hy sinh rat nhiéu, nhung moi nhan vat
siéu thanh cdng & mdi linh vuc déu thé ca. Hay chi cho toi
mot gidm ddc, mot ddi tac kinh doanh hay mot dao dién
phim nao ma doi khi khong phai td ra khac nghiét? Do la
mot phan cua céng viéc thoi.”
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Vé chuyén nay, cd thé ndi 1a ching téi sé khdéng dung
hoa dudgc quan diém. R3 rang |a Emily d3 hi€n minh cho
Miranda va Runway va moi th( trong d6, con t6i thi don
gian khdng hi€u ndi ly do tai sao. C6 hoan toan khéng khac
gi hang tram trg ly riéng va trg ly bién tap va trg ly phé
tdbng bién tdp va pho téng bién tadp va tong bién tap khéc
cla tap chi thdi trang. Nhung du vay t6i van chua hiéu vi
sao. Nhu toi da tirng trdi nghiém, moi ngudi trong s6 ho déu
bi 1anh dao truc ti€p cua minh ha nhuc, dan ap va hanh ha
dd diéu — dé rdi lai &p dung chinh nhitng bién phdp dé vdi
nhitng ngudi dudi quyén minh sau khi dugc thdng chiic. DE
dén cudi bac thang dai 1& thé va gian kh6 ho cd thé ndi 1a,
ta d3@ ngbi hang dau & show thdi trang cua Yves Saint-
Laurent va thing thodng vé dudc chiéc tdi Prada mién phi?

D3 dén luc dan hoa. " To6i biét,” toi thd dai dau hang
trude su cing dau cua cb. * Téi hy vong chi hiéu ra rang chi
lam ba ay hai long khi 6m may viéc chét tiét ay, ch’ khong
phai ngugc lai.”

TOi dgi cu phan cong tdc thi, nhung Emily chi cuGi. * Chi
biét day, t6i da ndi vaéi ba dy ca tram Ian la lich hen hom thl
Nam da dugc khang dinh roi.”

Toi gat dau. Trong cd vui vé dang ngd.

“ TOi da ndi dbi tron tudt. T6i chdang goi ai hay khang
dinh chuyén gi hét!” C6 ndéi nhu hat.

* Emily, chi ndéi nghiém chinh day ch(? Thé bay gid chi
sé lam gi? Chj thé sbng thé chét la da tu tay haon tat vu
nay.” Lan dau tién tu khi vao lam viéc ¢ Runway t6i mulbn
Om cham lay co.

“ Andy, nghi cho k§y xem, chi c6 that Iong tin la moét
ngudi con du tri khén lai lac dau khi Miranda goi lam toc va
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trang diém? Ca su nghiép cla hdn co thé thang thién,ai
dién ma bd I8 dip nay. Toi tin la han da vao k& hoach tur 1au,
cd thé chi phai thay doi k& hoach di lai hay gi d6. T6i khdng
khang dinh lai lich hen, vi tdi biét han sé lam. Han chdng co
su lua chon nao khac, vi d6 la Miranda Priestly!”

GiG dén lugt t6i mudn trao nudc mat, song toi chi ndi:
TOi can biét gi khi tuyén cd tréng tré mdi? Co 18 tdi nén bat
tay vao viéc luén.”

“U,” ¢6 ddng vy, rd rang dang rat hai long véi nudc cd
théng minh cua minh. “Cé 1€ [a mét y hay day.”

Co gai dau tién ma tbi phong van sing sét trong thay.

“Trdi gi!” CO ru Ién khi t6i hoi trong dién thoai, liéu cd cé
sap x€p thdi gian dén gap t6i 3 van phong. “ Trdi oi! Chi co
noi that khéng? Trgi gi!”

“HUm, thé nghia la ¢é hay khong?”

“Trdi 6i, cd, co, cd, cd! O Runway? Trdi di! Tdi ma k& cho
cac ban t6i thi ho 1an ra chét mat. Chét d& du. Chi néi di, &
dau va bao gigd.”

“Chi d3 hiéu la Miranda dang di xa va khdng truc tiép
gap chi dugc?”

“Vang, toi biét roi.”

“Wa chi cling biét la chi sé trobng hai con gai cua
Miranda? Va cong viéc nay khong lién quan gi dén Runway
ca?”

CoO thd dai nhu cam chiu moét su that buon tham, khon
khd. “ Vang, tat nhién. Trong tré, tdi rd roi.”

RO dau ma ro. Vi luc xuat hién tuy bé ngoai c6 ta kha
thich hgp véi cac doi hdi ( cao I8n, chai chuét khong ché
dugc, kha dung moét , va suy dinh duBng nghiém trong),
nhung hoi di hoi lai sé lam viéc & dau trong ban bién tap

\
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T6i ban sang mot tia mat chét ngudi, song hinh nhu c6
khong dé y. ™ HUm, chad & dau ca. Chi nhd 1a ta d3 ndi
chuyén d6 roi chd? TO6i chi dugc Miranda Uy nhiém noi
chuyén trudc, va bay gid ta dang & van phong théi. Con hai
dlra song sinh clia ba 8y khéng séng & day, chi hiéu ch(?”

* C6 chl, co chu,” c6 ndi theo, nhung téi da cho cb ra
ngoai danh sach.

Ba ngudi ti€p theo clia cdng ty mdi ngudi dgi sdn ngoai
khu 1& tan cling khéng hon gi: tuy bé ngoai ho thich (rng véi
doi héi cua Miranda - qua that cong ty biét chinh xac
nguyén vong cua ba - nhung khéng ai trong s6 ho du tin
cdy dé tbi cho trong gilr ddra chau tuong lai, va do 1a tiéu
chudn ma tdi dat ra khi chon ngudi. M6t ngudi da hoc nudi
day tré & Cornell, nhung khi tdi khéo 1éo nhac la viéc nay
hoi khac so vdi cong viéc ngay xua thi co chi tré mat ra nhin
t6i. MOt c6 khac tirng di v8i mot cdu thd bdng rd ndi tiéng
ctia NBA va qua do “ quen gidi noi tiéng”. Khi téi hoi cd da
va cham v@i con cdi nhitng ngudi ndi ti€ng bao gid chua thi
cd bt gidc chun mii va ndi, con cai ngudi ndi ti€ng * ludn
thudc loai khé tiéu”. Gach tén. Ung vién th& ba sang gi
nhat, c6 I6n Ién & Manhattan, vua tot nghiép & Middlebury
va muén lam trong tré moét nam dé kiém di du lich Paris.
Nghia la co biét ti€ng Phap? Vang. Van dé duy nhat : cb la
ngudi thanh pho tir dau dén chan ma lai khong cé bang lai
xe. Co6 nguyén vong hoc lai xe khong? Khdng, co6 thay
dudng sa da du un tac 1dm roi. S6 ba thé la cling bi loai.
Thdai gian con lai trong ngay tbi vat éc tim céch thé hién mot
cach khéo 1éo cho Miranda biét 13 mot co6 gdi hdp dan, thé
thao, thao cu xU trong gidi thugng Iluu, nha & Manhattan,
bi€t 1ai xe va biét bai, cé bang dai hoc, ndi ti€ng Phap va
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x0ng xénh gid giac thi khd thich hgp lam nghé trong tré
lam.

Khéng hiéu ba cé doc dugc suy nghi cia tdi khéng ma
|&p tlrc cé chudng dién thoai. Tdi nhdm tinh va biét ngay la
Miranda da xubng san bay Charles de Gaule. Lich trinh
chinh xac tirng gidy ma Emily cdn than in ra cho biét
Miranda dang trén xe vé Ritz.

“Van phong Miran..”

“Emily!” Ba rit Ién. T6i khon hon nhan ra khéng phai luc
cai chinh, “Emily! Lai xe dua mot chiéc dién thoai khac loai
t6i van dung, c6 nghia 13 toi khong c6 mdt sb dién thoai nao
ca. Khéng thé chdp nhan dugc. Lam sao tdi cd thé chi dao
cong ty tU ddy ma lai thi€u danh sach dién thoai dugc? Chi
nGi may cho t6i ngay vdi 6ng Lagerfeld.”

“Vang, Miranda, ba dgi mdt chut.” Téi chuyén ba sang
ché d6 chd va goi Emily cau clu, tuy rang nudt chirng ca
dng nghe dién thoai con dé tim ra Karl Lagerfeld trudc khi
Miranda n&i can 16i dinh c&t dién thoai, chi d€ goi lai ngay
lan nifa va hdi: “Ong &y dau rdi? Tai sao chi khéng tim thay
ong ay? Chi khong biét s dung dién thoai hay sao?”

" Sép mudbn ndi chuyén vai Karl,” toi goi Emily. Cai tén
khién c6 tirc khac lao vao luc déng gidy td trén ban.

“Okay, nghe day, minh con hai mudi dén ba mudi giay
n{ra. Chi chon s6 Biarritz va lai xe, toi thd goi Paris va trg
ly,” c6 ndi trong khi tay thoan thoat &n s6. T6i nhap chubt
vao danh sach hon moét nghin tén ma hai ching téi cung cé
trong & cirng va I8y ra dang nam s6 dé th( goi: s6 chinh &
Biarritz, s6 phu & Biarritz, Studio & Biarritz, bé bai & Biarritz,
|ai xe & Biarritz. Xem muc " Karl Lagerfeld” t6i bi€t Emily
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con bay s8 nira dé€ thir goi, ngoai cac sd khac & New York va
Milan. Chung t6i sé chét trudc khi xong viéc.

Sau sO chinh & Biarritz, t6i dang goi s6 phu thi den dé
ngrng nhap nhay. Emily thong bao, phong trudng hgp toi
chua nhan ra, la Miranda da béo mdy, mac du ba mdi ddgi
mudi lam giay la cung - nghe chung hém nay rat voi. Tat
nhién dién thoai lai réo chudng ngay, téi nhin Emily vé&i anh
mat van nai, va co ru long thuong. Cau chao cling bi cat
gira chung giébng nhu téi lUc nay, réi cd gat dau day ve
nghiém trong va hlra hen gi dé va8i Miranda. Nhu co phép
mau, tdi goi dudgc dén bé bai 3 Biarritz va gdp mot phu nir
khong biét 18y mot chir tiéng Anh bé ddi. Noi &m anh phai
noi tiéng Phap céb 1€ la nguyén nhan?

“Vang, Miranda, vang, Andrea va t6i van dang goi thur.
Chi vai gidy nira thdi. Vang tdi hi€u ma. Khdng, tdi biét Ia
rat that vong. Néu tdi dugc phép chuyén ba sang ché& dd
chd, mudi giay thdi, nhat dinh sé tim dugc 6ng ay. Okay?”
C6 nhan nut va lat dat chon so6 ti€p. Toi nghe cd c6 gang lap
bdp bang th( ti€ng Phap bbdi véi ai db, ngudi dy xem ra
khong biét Karl Lagerfeld la ai. Ching tdi thé la chét. Chét
clrng. T6i toan cat cu dién thoai v3i ba ngudi Phap dd haoi clr
ti€p tuc hét om Ién trong may thi dén dod lai tat.

“Ba ay di roi!” Toi nghe ti€Eng minh nhu ti€éng bac si cap
cltu khi xoa bép tim.

“Nhac may di!” Emily hét va tay van thodn thoit b&dm
s0.

Pién thoai dd chudng.

T6i nhac may va khéng can phai mé@ mom vi biét rd ai
bén kia dau day.
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“Aan-dree-aa! Emily! Ai cling dugc! Tai sao to6i dang noi
v@i chi ch(r khdng phai v@i 6ng Lagerfeld? Tai sao?”

Linh tinh mach bao t6i hay im moém va dgi cho caon chui
mang qua di, nhung nhu moi khi, linh tinh cda toi lai sai.

“A 1666! C6 ai ddy khdng? Chuyén ti€p mot cudc goi hinh
nhu qua khd khan doéi véi ca hai trg ly cua téi hay sao ay
nhi?”

“Khong phai, tdt nhién khdng, Miranda. Toi xin 16i...”
Giong t6i run rdy nhung téi khéng sao kiém ché dugc. “
nhung cé vé nhu khéng thé tim ra 6ng Lagerfeld. Chuing toi
da thd goi dén tam so..."

“C6 vé nhu khdng thé tim ra,” ba nhai lai v&i giong chua
loét, “Chi ndi cé vé nhu khéng thé tim ra nghia la gi?”

Ch{r nao trong bay chir ay khién ba khong linh hdi dudc
nhi? T6i ngac nhién. C6. Vé. Nhu. Khéng. Thé. Tim. Ra. D4i
v@i toi thi qua ré rang va chinh xac: chung t6i khong tim
thdy thang cha dd! Vi thé ma ba khdéng thé ndi chuyén vdi
han dudc. Néu ba tim ra 06ng ay thi ba dad tha ho ndi
chuyén. Mot triéu cau tra I8i nanh noc quay cubng trong
dau t6i, nhung tbi chi ling bung nhu Mot hoc trd bi c6 gido
phat vi néi chuyén riéng trong I&p.

“Vang, Miranda, nghia la ching t6i da goi tGi tat ca cac
sO co trong danh sach & van phong, nhung 6ng ta khéng cé
mat & bat cir dau.:

“"O dau dudc cd ch&!” Ba ndi nhu hét. Vé diém dam va
lanh lutng ma ba cd gilt dot nhién bién mat. Ba ldy hai mot
cach cudng diéu va nhe nhang tiép: “Aan-dree-a, chi co biét
la tudn nay 6ng Lagerfeld dang & Paris khong?” T6i cam
thay nhu dang ngb6i trong I8p day tiéng Anh cho ngudi nudc
ngoai.
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“Tat nhién, Miranda. Emily da thu hét cac s6 6...”

“Ngoai ra, chi cé biét la 6ng Lagerfeld da ndi la trong
thdi gian & Paris c6 thé goi 6ng vao s6 di ddng?” Mdi sdi cd
trong hong ba c6 géng hét siic d&€ lam cho giong ba diém
dam va binh than.

“A khong, trong danh sach dién thoai & vdn phong
khong ghi s6 di dong, do vay ching toi khong biét la 6ng
Lagerfeld c6 dién thoai di dong. Nhung Emily vira goi dugc
trg ly cua 6ng ay va sé co sO dién thoai ngay.” Emily gic
ngdén tay ra hiéu cho toi trudc khi ngody mot dong ra giay
va lién tuc la 1én: “Merci, vang cam adn, t6i dinh ndi la
merci!”

“Miranda, t6i cé s6 dién ro6i. T6i n6i may cho ba ngay
nhé!” T6i cam thay mdi phong ra vi tu hao. Lam viéc qua
gidi ! Thanh tich qua cao trong diéu kién stress ! Chiéc sd
mi dan gian xinh xan cda té6i ma hom nay hai - khong phai
mot, ma hai - trg ly thdi trang khen nggi, Idc nay da co hai
vét m6 ho6i dudi nach, nhung khong sao ! Toi sap cho ngay
con me dién ro nay ra khoi cu dién thoai dudng dai - hoi
hop that.

“Aan-dree-aa?” Nghe nhu moét cau hoi, nhung toéi chi tap
trung do ra quy luat clia su 1an 16n tén tudi bira b&i nay. Ban
dau tbéi cho la ba cb tinh 1am thé& dé€ ching téi tu cam théy
minh nhd nhoi han, hén kém han, nhung r6i téi nghi rang
trong mat ba chuing t6i d& nho nhoi va hén kém du ro6i, do
dd ba lam thé& vi chdng thé& ban biu véi nhitng chi tiét ngd
ngan 13t vat nhu tén tudi cac trg ly cia minh. Emily khéng
dinh nghi van nay cua t6i va noi, Miranda goi c6 luc thi
Emily, Idc thi Andrea hay Allison - ngudi tién nhiém cua cé.
T6i thay nhe nguGi han.
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“Vang a?” Giong toi lai the thé, buc that! Bao gid thi toi
gilr dudc chut tu thé va ban linh trudc mat ba ta.

“Aan-dree-aa, tdi khong hi€u viéc gi khién chi phai
nhang xi I1én vi s6 di dong cua Karl Lagerfeld, to6i c6 nd day
roi? Ong &y dua tdi trudc ddy ndm phuat, nhung dién thoai bi
ngat va khi téi bam sd thi lai khong dudc.” Ba ndi cau cudi,
tua nhu ca thé gidi nay - trir ba ra — [a nguyén nhéan gay ra
su' nhAm 1an va kho chiu vira roi.

“O, thi ra ba co sb dién thoai? Va ba biét la sudt budi co
thé goi 6ng 8y qua s6 nay?” Téi héi, chi vi Emily - nhung v
hinh trung lai choc tdc Miranda thém.

“T6i noi chua du ro hay sao? NOi tdoi ngay va@i sO
03.55.23.56.67.89. Ngay lap tdc. Hay viéc dé qua khé ?”

Emily cham cham lac dadu vé nghi hodc trong khi vo
manh gidy cé s6 dién thoai ma chung téi vat va mai mdi
kiEm dudc.

“Khong, khéng, Miranda, tat nhién la khong. T6i n6i may
ngay. Mot gidy théi”. Toi chuyén sang ché dd hdi nghi, chon
s6 va nghe giong moét ngudi dan 6ng I6n tudi ndi “A 161" va
lai b&m nGt hdi nghi Ian nira. “Ong Lagerfeld day, Miranda,
t6i n6i may," téi néi nhu nit nhan vién tdng dai vao thdi xay
ra nhirng cau chuyén trong phim Ngb6i nha nhd trén thao
nguyén. Roi thay vi &n nat “loa” dé€ téi va Emily cung nghe,
toi dat may ludn. May phut lién ching t6i ng6i im lang va toi
phai rat kim minh dé€ khéng chli um 1én, roi 18y khan lau
mo hoi tran va cham cham hit moét hoi that sau. Emily I1én
ti€ng dau tién.

“PE& tdi khdng hi€u dung viéc nay: ba 8y co s6 dién thoai
trong tay nhung khoéng biét bam s6 ra sao?”
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“Hod&c co thé khdéng thich bAm s8 chdng?” Téi chém vao,
khdong chiu dé tudt mét dip hdgp sic chdng lai Miranda vi
bi€t rang rat hiém khi c6 ca hdi lam cung véi Emily.

“L& ra t6i phai bi€t,” c6 lac dau, c nhu la that vong
khung khiép vé chinh minh. “Bung la téi phai biét mdi phai.
Ba 8y lién tuc goi tdi dé tdi n6i may vdi nhitng ngudi &
phong bén hay ngo6i trong khach san cach d6 hai pho. Toi
nhd la ban dau t6i thay chuyén nay v6 cung ky cuc - goi tu
Paris v& New York dé sai n6i may véi ai dé & Paris. Bay gid
thi dé 1a chuyén thudng, duong nhién, nhung khd hiéu Ia
lan nay téi lai khdong doan trudc cé gi xay ra.”

T6i toan chay xudng cang tin an trua thi lai cd chubng
dién thoai. Tin vao ly thuyét Sét-chang-danh-ai-hai-lan, toi
hao hiép nhac may.

“Van phong Miranda Priestly.”

“Emily! T6i di’ng dam mua & ph6 Rue de Rivolo va lai xe
bién dau méat. Bi€n méat! Chj c6 hi€u tdi khéng? Bién mat!
Chi tim 6ng ta ngay cho t6i!” T6i chua thay ba ta & trang
thai kich dong nhu thé bao gid.

“MoOt gidy thoi, Miranda. T6i cé s6 dién thoai cua 6ng ay
day.” T6i tim td in lich trinh vira dé€ ra ban, nhung chi nhin
thay du loai giay td, ban tin lac hau va moét chong bao
Runway cl. Chi c6 ba, bon giay tr6i qua, nhung t6i cé cam
giac nhu didng canh Miranda va ngam nudc mua x06i |én
chiéc ao 16ng Fendi cua ba va lam nhoe nhoet I6p phan trén
mat. Ba sé gic tay tat vao mat tbi va goi toi la cuc cut vo
dung, bat tai, vung v&, mot ké hén ddn hét chd ndi. TOi
khéng cé thi gid d€ binh tinh lai va nhé ra rang ba ciing chi
don thuan (vé ly thuyét) la mot con ngudi, nay dirng trong
mua va db gidn dif 1én ngudi trg ly & cach dé gan sau nghin
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cay s6. Khong phai tdi toi. Khdong phai toi tdéi. Khong phai toi
toi.

“Aan-dree-aa! Tan tanh d6i giay toi réi! Chi nghe chd?
Chi c6 chu y nghe khong day? Chi tim 6ng lai xe ngay di!”

M6t du cdm bat thudng chuc trao 1én - trong ¢ tdi nhu
c6 cuc gi chan ngang, cd gay cing dd, trang thai dé khoc dé
cudi, va khdéc hay cuGi déu dd. Chac Emily linh cdm dugc
diéu gi, c6 dirng phat Ién va trao cho toi td lich trinh. Tham
chi c6 da danh dau ba s6 dién thoai cua lai xe: s6 trong 6t0,
sO di dong va s6 nha riéng.

“Miranda, t6i phai dé ba dgi mot gidy dé€ goi cho lai xe.
Pbugc khéng a?” Toi chang dgi cau tra 10i, tuy biét ba sé&
phat dién, va chuyén sang ché& dd chd roi goi Paris [an nira.
May ma 0ng lai xe nhan dién ngay khi téi bam s6 dau tién
va chudng reo lan dau tién. Rui quda, 6ng khong biét tiéng
Anh. T6i chua bao gid c6 hanh dong huy hoai minh, nhung
lic d6 khong biét lam gi hon la dap tran minh xuéng mat
ban. Sau ba cu dép thi Emily chuyén cudc goi sang ban
minh. C6 chuyén sang hét, khong phai vi mong 6ng lai xe
qua dé co thé hiéu tét han th( ti€éng Phap d& ec cia minh,
ma dé 6ng nhédn ra m{’c nghiém trong cla tinh thé. Lai xe
mdi ludn ludn cdn mot chdt day do, ddc biét 1a phai day ho
quén ngay lap ludn ngé ngén 1a c& dé Miranda dgi bén muoi
lam gidy hay mot phut, ba ay khéng chét ngay dau ma sg!
Chinh xac do la cai khi€n Emily va t6i phai cho ho ma3 mat
ra.

Sau khi Emily cho 6ng lai xe nghe du nhirng IGi nhuc ma
dé 6ng vdi phi vé noi 6ng tha Miranda xudng trudc dé ba,
bon phat, ching t6i guc dau xudéng ban. TOi hét ca doi
bung, va lay lam ngac nhién. Phai chang chdng bénh
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Runway da lay sang t6i? Hay chat adrenaline va than kinh
hgp siic chan can déi? Bung roi! BEnh gay & Runway khong
xudt phat t&r y chi, ma don thuan 1a phan ’ng co thé trudc
su khung bd trién mién va khéng khi phién mudn de Ién bao
tr. Toi du dinh sé nghién clru hién tugng nay ky hon; rat cé
thé Miranda tinh ranh han téi nghi va chd y bién thanh moét
con quy dé hu moi ngudi cho gdy nhom di.

“O kia cac quy ba! Ngadng dau lén nao! Quy ba c6 thé
tudng tugng Miranda nhin thay minh ngay luc nay khéng?
Ba dy sé khong vui dau!” James liu lo ngoai hanh lang. Anh
xit mot th& gom gi d6 cho téc Iat ra sau, mot nay tén la
“Dau giudng” (Tén rat choang, ai ma cudng lai dugc?”), va
mac mot ki€u do cau thd bong dad bd sat ngudi in s 69 &
nguc va lung. Hién than cua su tinh t€ va khiém nhudng,
nhu moi khi.

Hai chdng téi khong theém nhin anh. Bong h6 mdai chi
bon gid, theo cam giac thi da nira dém.

“Okay, dé tdi doadn nhé. Me gia goi dién lién tuc vi me
danh mat bong tai ¢ dau doé gilra Ritz va Alain Ducase, me
sai cac chj tim ngay vé, k& ca khi cac chi dang & New York
ch& khéng phai Paris.”

T6i khit mdi. “"Anh tuéng la vi chuyén vat @y ma chuing
tdi khén khé thé nay a? Dé l1a viéc clia ching toi. Ngay nao
cling lam. Nghi ra th( gi hay han di.”

Tham chi Emily cling cuGi. “That day, James, thé chua
du. Mot bong tai thi bat c thanh phd nao trén thé gidi toi
cling chi tim thay sau mugGi phat,” c6 noéi, mat mii chgt vui
vé han 1én vi nhitng ly do ma téi khdng hi€u ndi. “Chi dang
goi la moét thd thach, néu sép khong ndi la danh méat &
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thanh phé nao. Nhung t6i cudc la roi ching téi cling lam
duoc.”

James lam ra vé sg hai va di giat Iui ra khéi van phong.
“T6t théi, chdc cdc quy ba mot ngay dep nhé! it nhat thi
sép cling chua lam quy ba guc han. T6i khuyén cac quy ba
hdy cdm dn Chua vé chuyén dd, cac quy ba tréng con
vuong sdc 1am. Tam biét..”

“CHO VQI VA THE, CAU BONG CO!” Ai dé hét rat to
ngoai hanh lang, giong the thé. “TOI BAO CAU QUAY TRO
LAI NGAY VA NOI CHO CAC cO GAI BIET, CAU NGHI GI KHI
MAC LEN NGUOI THU GIE RACH NAY SANG SOM NAY!”
Nigel véo tai trai cua James va kéo anh ta dén gilr hai ban
ching toi.

“Kia, Nigel.” James rén ri va lam ra vé buc bdi, song anh
thich thd ra mat khi dugc Nigel tdm. “Anh cling ua cai do
cua tbi day chu!”

“UA CAI AO NAY? CAU NGHI LA TOI UA CAI KIEU PO
THE THAO SAC MUI MO HOI MA CAU DANG MAC A? JAMES,
CAU PHAI NGHI LAI DI, OKAY, OKAY?”

“Ao béng d& mic bo thi cd gi sai? Tdi thdy nd rat hot.”
Emily va téi gat dau, hua vé phe James. C6 thé chiéc &o
khong han dai dién cho thdm my cao, nhung James mac
trdng cuc sanh diéu. Ngoai ra thi, k& cling kha khé tiéu khi
dudc mot nguGi gop y vé mot ma ngudi nay mang quan bo
may bé in soc ngua van, ap pull den c6 chir V va sau lung
cé tré hinh 16 khéa dé hd cd lung cudn cudn, di kém mi cdi
va mot vét thoang thoang (t6i cong nhan la rat khéo!) ke
mat bang phan den.

“CAU BE, THOI TRANG KHONG SINH RA DE CAU TRUNG
SO THICH TINH DUC CUA MINH LEN AO. KHONG, KHONG,
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KHONG PHAI THE. CAU MUON KHOE MOT IT DA THIT? HOT
PAY. CAU MUON KHOE MOT CHUT BUONG CONG GOI CAM
CUA TUGOI TRE? HOT DAY. NHUNG QUAN AO KHONG PHAI
LA NOI CAU NOI CHO MOI NGUOI BIET CAU THICH LAM
TINH O TU THE NAO. BAN O1, GIO DA HIEU CHUA?”

“Budc, Nigel,” James déng vai ké thua tran rat thuyét
phuc d& khéng 16 ra rang anh rat thich dugc Nigel chd vy
quan tam.

“DUNG GOI TOI LA NIGEL, CUNG 01, GIO THI BIEN RA
CHO JEFFY NGAY. NOI LA TOI CU CAU BEN, VA JEFFY HAY
DUA CHO CAU CAI AO QUAY KIEU MOI CUA CALVIN MA
CHUNG TOI DAT MUA BE PI CHUP ANH O MIAMI, THU DO
CHO CO NGUOT MAU XINH DEP MAC AY. LAY CHUA, THANG
CHA NAY NGON QUA, NHU THANH SO cO LA sSUA VAY. bl
DI NAO, VA NHO QUAY VE CHO TOI XEM.”

James chay vut di nhu moét con thd d6 chai vira dugc 1én
gidy cét va Nigel lai quay sang véi ching toi. “CAC CO PA
GUT PHIEU DAT DO CHO BA AY CHUA?”

“Khong, sép chua mudn chon trudc khi nhan dudgc
catalog.” Emily chan nan dap. “Sép ndi la hdm nao quay vé
dat cling chua mudén.”

“BUOC, NHO CHO TOI BIET TIN SOM PE TOI THONG
NHAT CHUONG TRINH DA HOL” Ong di ra kho quan &o,
chéc dé chdp dudc James.

TOi da tung trai qua qua trinh dat quan ao cho Miranda,
quad la khdng sung sudng gi. O cac budi trinh dién thdi
trang, ba di di lai lai gitfa cac san dién véi cubn sb ghi chép,
qua d6 chudn bi budi dién hoanh trang tai sdn khiu duy
nhat co trong luong Runway, ndi ba cho xa hoi New York
biét la trong mua t&i phai mac gi, va gidi trung luu My mudbn
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dudc mac gi. HOi d6 t6i chua linh cdm dudc réang Miranda sé
di chd y theo d&i cdc mét trén san dién dén th&, mot phan
cling vi @ do6 lan dau tién ba nhin thay nhirng gi chinh ba sé
mac trong may thang tai.

Sau khi Miranda quay vé van phong dudc may tuan,
Emily dugc ba dua danh sach cac nha tao mét ma ba mudn
xem catalog : nhitng ngudi thudoc dién xét chon voi cudng
lén dé ndp sach cho ba, trong khi anh chup thdi trang déi
khi con chua kip rira ch( chua ndi dén chuyén tut slra va
tdp hdp thanh sach suu tdp mau. Trong lGc d6 toan bd nhan
su cla Runway ding nghiém san sang dgi bd catalog. Bing
ddu di nhién Ia Nigel, v8i nhiém vu thdm dinh chung va
chon d6 riéng cho Miranda. Néu can, 6ng ldy thém mot
ngudi ¢ bo phan phu kién giup 6ng chon giay va tui tucng
thich, d6i khi cd mot bién tap vién thdi trang ci dén dé
théng nhat két luan, nhat la khi c6 hang trong lugng hon
nhu mang t6 I16ng thu hay do dai da hdi. Khi cac ban phong
da tap hop tat cad nhitng hang dugc dat thanh mét téng thé
thuyét phuc thi thg may riéng cia Miranda déng do tai
Runway mday ngay lién dé€ sra nhitng gi can thiét. Khéng ai
1&y dudc dd ra nira vi Jeffy da don toan b kho quén do dé
Miranda va thg may chi€ém toan bd phong. Lan thd do dau
tién, tinh cd toi di qua va nghe Nigel rong 1én: “"MIRANDA
PRIESTLY! VUT NGAY CAI GIE RACH AY XUONG! MAC PO
PO BA TRONG NHU CON NGQOM, NHU MOT CON CAVE RE
TIEN!” T6i dan tai vao canh clra dé nghe - liéu vo cung vi
clra c6 thé béat ra bat c Iic nao - cbt chi dé€ chirng kién
canh ba ta ha nhuc Nigel theo ki€u rat riéng khéng ai bat
chudc dugc. Thay vao dod, téi khdng nghe thay gi ngoai IGi
lau bau dong y va tiéng quan ao so6t soat kéo qua dau.
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Dén gid thi tdéi da phuc vu Miranda dugc mot thdi gian,
dudng nhu niém han hanh dugc dat quan ao mdi cho ba sé
chuyén sang t6i. M6i ndm bén I1an, chinh xdc nhu mdy dong
ho, ba gid xem cac catalog hang mau, tua nhu ching chi in
ra cho riéng ba, va chon d6 bo cua Alexander McQueen va
guan cua Balenciaga nhu nguGi ta chon rau & siéu thi. Mot
manh gidy vang dinh vao chiéc quan vai thun cat bd cua
Fendi, m6t manh n{ra vao gilta b6 d6 cua Chanel, manh thu
ba vdi chit “KHONG” to dung dan dé 1én chiéc 4o quay bang
lua. CU thé ti€p tuc, trang nay qua trang khac, manh giay
nay ti€p manh giay kia, cho dén khi toan bd trang phuc cho
mua t&i dudc ba chon xong, truc tiép tir san dién - nhiéu
th& tham chi con chua may xong.

Toi da quan sat Emily khi fax don dat hang cho Miranda
dé&n cac nha tao mét khac nhau. Cot dé dién cd va mau bao
gid cling dé€ tréng. Ai biét gid tri Manolo clia minh thi ciing
phai biét Miranda ua loai nao. Nhung chi chon dung c@ thi
chua xong - khi moi th(r chuyén t&di Runway, ching déu
phai cdt ngan hay chiét bét dé tréng nhu d& may do. Khi
toan bo trang phuc da dat, gui dén, chira lai cho vura khit va
dudc lai xe riéng chd bang Limousine dén nha thi Miranda
md&i nha d6 cua mua cili ra: ldc van phong chat day tui rac
dung d6 Yves, Celine va Helmut Lang. D6 cli nhat tu bén
dén sau thang, gidi lam mdi dudc mac mot, hai lan hodc
chua bao giG dung dén ngudi, va tat ca déu thdgi trang kinh
khung dén ndi doi khi cling chua cd ma mua & da s6 cac clra
hang. Nhung d6i v&i Miranda, n€u d6 la d6 cua mua trudc
thi chudng chi cé gia tri nhu d6 an thiu.

Nam thi muGi hoa tbi cling kiEm dudc thir mac vira, mot
chiéc ao quay hay ao khoac ngoai cd, nhung ndéi chung
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khéng cb nhiéu trién vong vi moi th& déu c§ 32. Thudng la
ching téi phan phat d6 nay dén ngudi quen cé con gai dudi
12 tudi 1a nhitng ngudi duy nhat kha di mac viua. Téi tudng
tuong ra canh nhirng ddra bé gai vdi than hinh con trai vung
vinh di lai trong chiéc vay Prada hay ao hai day quyén ri
cua Dolce & Gabbana. Néu thay dugdc moét thd gi thuc su
thdi thugng thi toi gidi phdng nd khéi tdi rac va cat xudng
dudi ban, dgi dén khi Ién IUt dem ra dudc khoi van phong.
Chi can dao nhanh vai lan vao trang eBay hay tat vao may
cira hang d6 cli sang trong & dai 10 Madison la toi da cai
thién dong ludng com cua minh dudc chut dinh réi. Khong
phai la an trom, toi nghi thé, ma la s dung tai san dudc
giao pho mot cach co ich.

Miranda con goi dién sau cudc nira gilra sau va chin giG
t6i — dbi vSi ba thi nira dém |a ba gid sdng - dé sai nGi may
v3i mot s6 ngudi da dé€n Paris tu lau. Toi hd hirng thi hanh,
khdong cd gi truc trac I6n, roi xép d6 dac dé chudn nhanh
trudc khi dién thoai réo chudng. Mai dén khi mét modi khoac
mang to 1én ngudi, t6i mdi chgt thay manh gidy ma t6i da
ddn canh man hinh dé€ khéng thé quén dudc - nhung roi
van c quén: “GOI DIEN CHO A, 3.30 CHIEU”. Dau 6c toi
chgt chao dao, kinh ap trong da tu 1au kho quat lai thanh
hai miéng thuy tinh nho ti ci’ng quéo, va bay gid con thém
ti€ng mach dap thinh thich trong dau. Khong phai dau nhai,
chi la cam giac khé & ngdt ngat khéng ro ¢ dau, nhung IG
mdJ, nghiét nga, ngay cang rd hon cho dén khi ndé thuadng
hai khién toi ngat xiu di hay lam v3 bung dau ra. Mé mudi vi
nhirng cudc dién thoai xuyén luc dia va cuéng cubdng lo sg
ma tdi quén danh ba mudi gidy dé€ lam céi viéc Alex nhd.
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Don gian 13 quén bang di mét viéc dé dang nhu goi lai cho
mot ngudi chua bao gid can dén minh chuyén gi ca.

Toi ngdi xubng bén ban trong van phong quanh qué va
t6i den va cam lay 6ng nghe con nhép dinh mo6 hoi bagi cubc
ndi chuyén vaéi Miranda cach day it phut. bién thoai & nha
Alex rung chudng rat lau roi bat sang ghi am, nhung goi di
dong thi Alex bat dién ngay.

“Chao em.” Anh nhin s6 may hién Ién va biét téi goi.
“HOm nay ra sao?”

“Nhu moi hém thoéi, khong quan trong. Alex, em muodn
xin 16i 1a 1Gc ba rudi khéng goi lai cho anh. Em khéng nén
bat dau giai thich thi hon, 8 dady nhu mot trai dién, ba ay
lién tuc goi dién va..”

“Thoi dugc rbi, khéng cé gi ghé gédm ca. Em nay, hién tai
khong tién lam. Mai em goi anh dugc khong?” Cé vé nhu
anh khong tap trung, giong anh nghe xa lac nhu goi tUr bot
dién thoai cdng coéng & mot lang ven bién dau kia thé gidi.

“A, vadng, nhung moi viéc okay ca chd? Anh mudn ndi
nhanh nhanh cho em biét anh dinh ndi gi ldc chiéu a? Em
thuc su lo 1a c¢6 chuyén khéng 6n.”

Anh im lang moét 1at r6i noi: “Nhung that ra anh khong
thdy em c6 vé lo lIang. Anh nhd em mot Ian duy nhét la goi
cho anh vao mét gid thuén tién cho anh - chua k& la sép
em dang & nudc ngoai — nhung em khéng lam dugc trudc
sau ti€éng. Khong thuc su la dau hiéu cho thdy em quan
tam, dung khong?” Giong anh khéng cé chdt mia mai hay
ché trach, anh chi tdng hgp céac su kién.

T6i cudn day dién thoai quanh ngdén tay dén khi nghén
mau, khdp xuang 16i Ién va dau ngdn tay trang bot, 1uGi toi
chgt co vi man: tdi d& can moi dén bat mau.
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“Khong, khdong phai em quén,” téi ndi d6i dé tranh IGi
cdo trang chua néi ra, “em chi khdng rdi 18y mot gidy, va
khéng mudn vira nhac may |én goi da bi cat ngay. Em mudn
néi 1a ba 8y goi em chiéu nay t&i thi€u hai chuc Ian, [an nao
cling c6 chuyén khén ca. Emily vé nha lic ndm gi¢ va dé
em lai mot minh vdi chiéc dién thoai. Miranda thi goi dién
khéng nghi I8y mot phat. C&* mdi 1an em dinh goi cho anh
thi ba ay lai xuat hién 8 may kia. Em, anh biét day...”

Nhitng ISi xin 16i nhu bdn sing mdy nghe rat thdm hai,
ngay ca vdi tdi, nhung tdéi khdng ngung lai dugc. Alex biét
rd cling nhu chinh téi & chd don gidn 13 téi quén bang viéc
nay. Khong phai vi anh khong quan trong trong t6i, ma vi
tat ca nhirng gi khong lién quan téi Miranda d6t nhién vo6
nghia khi t6i vao dén van phong. O khia canh nao dé, ban
than téi cling khdng hiéu ndi. Lai cang khdéng thé giai thich
cho ngudi ngoai, ndi gi dén chuyén hy vong ho sé thong
cam la thé& gidi nay ngoai chang con gi quan trong nira. Pac
biét phic tap khi d6 chinh la chuyén ma t6i ghét nhat,
huéng ho6 la nhitng ngudi quan trong nhat ddi toi.

“Nay, anh phai quay ra chd Joey va hai dfa ban né kéo
ching nd pha tan nha clra ra mat.”

“Joey? Anh dang & Larchmont a? Binh thudng anh coé
phai trédng ndé vao th& Tu d&du ? Moi viéc 8n ca chd? ” Hy
vong vdi cau hoi tham ma téi nghi la than thién nay sé danh
lac hudng anh khoi chuyén ranh ranh la sau tiéng lién toi
khong nghi dén gi khac ngoai cong viéc cua minh. Anh sé
ké cho tdi nghe 1& me anh ban gi d6 & chd 1am, hodc phai di
hop phu huynh, va ngudi tréng tré moi hdm khéng thé dén
dugc, Alex khéng coé thdéi than phién, nhung it nhat cling ké
cho t6i nghe chuyén gi xay ra.
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“On cd, 6n ca, me anh chi phai di hop gap, Andy, bay gid&
anh khdng thé néi 1du hon. Anh chi dinh bdo cho em mét tin
muing, nhung em khéng goi lai,” anh ndi khéng chut biéu
cam.

Day dién thoai that chat quanh ngon gilta va ngon trd
dén ndi mau dap thinh thich. “Em xin 16i,” tdi khong noi
dudc gi han. bldng, anh ndi dang, tb6i that vo cam khi quén
goi lai cho anh, nhung bay gid thi téi quéd mét médi dé nghi
ra chién lugc tu vé phic tap nao khac. “Alex, em xin anh,
dung lam thé. Anh cé biét la tir bao lau réi khéng cé ai dem
lai cho em mot tin mung trong dién thoai khoéng? Anh noi
dil” T6i biét 1a anh khdéng thé tir chdi mét I8i dé nghi hap ly
nhu thé, va qua nhién.

“Co6 gi kinh khing 1&m dau. Anh t6 chldc xong moi thr
cho cudc hop mat ban cili dau tién cua ching minh.”

“Gi cdg? That ha? Chung minh sé di?” Thinh thoang toi
van hay hdi anh — mét cadch hd hitng va qua loa, nhu téi cd
ra vé thé - liéu chling téi cé cung nhau dén cubc hop mat
cuu sinh vién, nhung Alex khong tra I8i chic chan, mot
chuyén kha la, va khdng mudn quyét dinh ré. Tuy hay con
qua sém dé 1ap k& hoach, nhung khach san va nha hang &
Providence thudng bi d&t chd hét trudc vai thang. Cudi
cung, trudc day vai tuan téi quén dé tai nay di va nghi roi
cling s& tim dudc chd nao d6. Con Alex hdn nhién 1a nhén ra
toi cuc ky mudn cung anh dén do, va da lo hét moi chuyén.

“U, chuyén xong hét rdi. Minh cé mot chiéc xe thué, mot
chiéc jeep nhé, anh da dat mot phong & Biltmore.”

“Biltmore! Anh khong dua day chd? Anh 1dy dudc phong
& Biltmore? Khdng thé tin nGi.”
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“Em van hay néi em muén & ddy mot [An ma, thé 1a anh
thd. Tham chi anh con dat mot ban I6n cho mudi ngudi an
sdng & Al Forno. Anh va em c6 thé cung Iic mdi cac ban
minh dén.”

“Khoéng thé tin nbi. Anh d& lo moi th( xong ca rdi?”

“Tat nhién. Anh cling muén ké cho em va chi*ng ki€n em
nhdy cang Ién ra sao, nhung em chic Ia quéd ban biju nén
khong goi lai dugc.”

“Alex, em vui qua di mat. Em khong biét phai ndi gi, va
khong thé tin 1& anh d3 t6 chl'c xong moi thd. Tha 16i cho
em lldc ndy, nhung em chi muén thang MuGi dén ngay thoi.
Minh sé c6 mot ky cudi tuan tuyét vai, do la cong cua anh.”

Chung t6i con ndéi may phut nira, va khi dat may thi anh
khong cd vé buc minh nira. Bu lai thi t6i khong mudn déng
day tay chan vi mét. K&t qua ctua moi nd luc dé dan hoa vdi
anh, dé tim 10i thuyét phuc anh réng khdng phai vi coi
thudng anh ma téi khéng goi dién, song cling dé to long
ham on va vui suéng. Toi khéng nhé da ra dén 6 té ra sao
va co than thién chao hodi Mr. Fisher & tién sanh hay khong.
Toi kiét qué dén tan xudng tay, kiét qué dén ndi lai thay
long minh gan nhu thanh than, va nhe cd ngudi khi thay
cira phong Lily da déng, khéng thay ca vét den dudi cua.
T6i ngdm nghi cé nén goi d6 &n, nhung nghi dén chuyén di
tim thuc don va dién thoai da thay én - lai mot bira an bi bé
qua.

Thay vi an, t6i ngbi phét xudéng ban cbng sit seo bé
tong va khong ban gh&, ngon lanh rit moét diéu thubc. TOi
khdng con dd si'c ma pha khoi ra, c dé€ nd tu bay khdéi
miéng. MOt llic sau cd ti€Eng md cla va Lily loet quet ra
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hanh lang. T6i nhanh tay tat dén va ngodi trong béng tGi. Noi
lubn MOm mudi Iam tiéng lién, thé la du roi.
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13

“Cho vao lam,” Miranda ha Iénh sau khi noéi chuyén vdi
Annabelle - nguGi th&r muGi hai dudc té6i phdng van va Ia
mot trong hai ngudi téi thay xdng dang gidi thiéu cho
Miranda. Annabelle la ngudi Phap (co6 noéi tiéng Anh it dén
ndi hai dra song sinh phai phién dich cho tdi nghe), c6 bang
tot nghiép Sorbonne, cao I8n, gan gubc, toc nau tuyét dep.
Ngoai ra c6 phong thai. C6 khéng ngai kiéu hién dién sbng
sugng cua Miranda lan doi hdéi phai di bot cao gét di lam.
Ban than cd ciling lanh va sbng sudng, tranh nhin thang vao
mat ngudi dbi dién, ludn tdo ra hdi chan chudng va ldnh
dam, va rat tu tin. Toi rat mirng khi Miranda chon ¢, thu«
nhat vi téi khong phai mat hang tuan I€ dé th’ cac Ung cur
vién cé hgp nghé tréng tré, va thd hai, téi coi d6 la dau hiéu
le 16i chirng to tdi da nhan ra dudng di 16i lai.

Pudng di 16i lai nao, toi cling chua chac 1am, nhung hién
tai moi viéc déu trét lot nhu y. Quan o t6i da dat xong,
khong pham phai 16i gi dang ké. Miranda khong dién tiét 1én
khi t6i dua nhitng thd ba dat ¢ Givenchy va I8 mOom phat
am cai tén doé nhu tiéng Tau. Nhung sau khi luGm sac lem
va tung ra vai cau binh pham doc dia thi ba cling day toi
phat am cho chuan, moi viéc déu 6n ca, cho dén luc ai do
phai bao véi ba la chd hang dat d Robert Cavalli chua dudgc
san xuat va phai ba tuan nlta mdi c6. Nhung vu nay toi
cling khac phuc xong, sap xép ca lich hen th& d6 vdi thg
may riéng cua ba & kho quan ao, sau dé dua toan bd cho
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quan do vé nha ba, dua vao phong quan do ndi tiéng, to
nhu mot can ho doc than.

K& hoach chuan bi da hoi van tién trién trong khi
Miranda vang mat, tir khi ba vé thi tang téc gap boi, chi
ngac nhién la khdong gay ra su kinh hoang nao I6n - c6 ve
nhu moi viéc déu xong xubi dé th’ Sau téi cd thé dién ra
troi chdy. Trong lUc Miranda con & chau Au, Channel dua
dén mot chiéc do do dai dén got, cat bd, dinh cuém, dep
nhu trong mong. T6i dua ngay sang bén giat Ia dé ho hoan
tat nhirng nét cudi cung. T6i cé thay trong s6 thang trudc
cla Thoi trang Phu nit Hing ngay mot chiéc do dai tuong tu
mau den; khi nghe t6i nhac chuyén d6, Emily gat dau day
vé bi hiém.

“B6n mudi nghin dollar,” ¢ ndi va lac ldc dau nhu moét
mu gia, trong khi nhap chudt vao mot chiéc quan den trén
trang “style.com” dé kiém y tudng cho chuyén di chau Au
sap tdi vdi Miranda.

“BOn mudi nghin GI?”

“Ao dai cua sép. Cai mau do cua Chanel. Gia & hiéu la
bon mudi nghin dollar. Miranda tat nhién khong tra gia ay,
nhung chac ho cling chang biéu khéng dau. Kinh khung that
day nhi.”

“B6n mudi nghin DOLLAR?” T6i hdi lai lan n{ra. Khong
tudng tuong dudc la trudc day may phut téi mang trén tay
mot san pham doc ban gia tri dén thé. Bat giac téi mudng
tudgng y ngHia cia n6 - bon tram t3: hoc phi cua hai nam
dai hoc, von cc ban cho mo6t ngb6i nha, thu nhap trung binh
moi nam cua mot gia dinh bén ngudGi ¢ My. Hay néu khong
chi’it 1a: mot nui tdi xach Prada. Nhung néu chi la mot chiéc
ao dai duy nhat thi qua la tét dinh, t6i nghi bung, song don
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tiép theo mdai that la trdi giang, khi bén giat la dua tra ao
dai. Trong phong bi véi hang chit bay buém Ms. Miranda
Priestly 1a mot tam thiép mau kem, viét tay nan not:

Loai: Ao dai. Designer: Chanel. Dai: mt c4. Mau: do.
C3: 32. bac diém: dinh cuom (thu céng), khéng tay, cb xé
chir U, khdéa kéo bén sudon may &n, It to tdm day. Viéc:
Giat la 1an dau. Phi: 670%.

Keém theo hdéa don la moét bdc thu riéng cua ba phu
trach, t6i tin la ba tra gép clra hang va can hd cua minh chi
bang |é phi giat la ma ching nghién sach sé& Miranda dem
lai:

Chung téi rat han hanh dugc nhdn vao mét san pham
tuyét diéu nhu vy, va hy vong no sé lam ba hai long tai
budi da hoi & bao tang Whitney. Nhu da duoc bao trudc, thu
Hai ngay 24/5 chung tbi sé dén lay ao vé giat la. Néu can
chung tbéi phuc vu gi thém, xin ba cho biét. Kinh chao.
Colette.

HOmM nay mdi thdr Nam, Miranda da c6 mot chiéc do dai
mdi tinh va vUua giat la thdm tho, treo can than trong tu.
Emily da tim dudc chinh xac dbi xang dan Jimmy Choo mau
nh{ bac tudng thich. Thg lam téc dugc goi dén nha dung 5
gid 30, thg trang diém dén lGc 5 gid 45, va Yuri dgi sdn vao
héi 6 gid 15 d€ dua Miranda va Mr. Tomlinson d&n bao tang.

Miranda dang trén dudng dén hdi thé thao cla Cassidy,
toi cling mong sé dudc rdi van phong sé6m. HOm nay Lily
viét bai thi hoc ky cudi cung, mdt dip x{'rng dadng dé€ bat ngd
dén dau do lién hoan vdi co.

“Emily, hdm nay t6i cé thé sdu rudi bay gid vé nha dudgc
khong? Miranda ndi 1a ba khong can quyén SACH, déng nao
cling chua cd gi mdi ca,” té6i nhanh miéng ndi thém. Tai sao
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toi phai xin phép moét déng nghiép ngang hang, khi mudén
V€ sau mudi hai ti€ng lam viéc - thay vi mudi bon tiéng nhu
moi hom?

“A, tat nhién. Chang sao ca. T6i cling v& day.” Co xem
gid trén man hinh. Ba qua nam gid. “Chi & lai thém mot, hai
ti€ng nira ré6i vé. HOM nay ba ay co k€& hoach vdi hai dda bé,
chac khong cé dién thoai dau.” Co c6 hen vdi anh chang mdi
lam quen dip nam mdi & Los Angeles. ROt cubc anh ta
khong chi dén dugc New York, ma la thay, con goi dién nira.
Ho dinh t&i Craftbar uéng chut gi, sau d6 n€u anh chang xu
su tur t€ thi sé dudc cung dé€n Nobu. Emily da dat ban trudc
ddy nam tuan, sau khi anh ta bdo email la sé dén tham; tuy
nhién c6 van phai ddi tén Miranda dé dudc vao danh sach
khach.

“Chij lam gi khi dén d6 va ro rang khéng phai la Miranda
Priestly?” T6i ngé ngan héi va nhan dudc ngay moét cu dao-
mat-thd-dai quen thudc. “Toi chi can ndi la Miranda hom
nay co hen bat ngd nén khdéng & New York, dua danh thiép
cla van phong va bao la t6i nhan lich hen nay cho Miranda.
Van dé gi dau?”

Sau khi Emily di khoi, Miranda chi goi dién moét lan dé
bao cho t6i la khoang trua mai ba mdi téi van phong. Cho
dén lic ay ba mudn téi kiEm mot ban sao bai viét vé nha
hang ma hom nay ba doc thay “trén bao”. Nhanh tri, toi hoi
ba c6 nhé tén nha hang hay tén td bdo, nhung chi t6 lam ba
thi€u hai long.

“Aan-dree-aa, toi téi hdi thé thao d& hdi mudn rdi. Chij
durng quay téi v8i nhirtng tro vat vanh ay nira. b6 la mot nha
hang chau A, va bdo clia hdm nay. Chadm hét.” Nhu moi khi,
moi 1An ba ngdt dién thoai gilra chirng bdng cach gap cai
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Motorola V60 lai la t6i mudng tugng ra canh chiéc dién thoai
dot ngét ngoam vao ban tay cham séc ky luGng cua ba va
nuét chi’ng, khong quén ha hé nhai bét b6 méng son doé.
Phi cdng hy vong. D&n héom nay van chua xay ra.

T6i nh&m trong 6c, viéc dau tién sdng mai la tim ra nha
hang bi an nay, roi chay vdi ra xe. T6i goi Lily t&r may di
déng, cd tra IGi I4c tdi dén trudc nha va chudn bi 1&én ting.
Toi ngdi lai trong xe va chi vay chao Mr. Fisher.

“Chao, thé nao? TS day!”

"Chaooo,” c6 liu lo vui vé nhu chua tirng thay trong may
tuan, tham chi may thang qua. “T& xong robi. Xong! Hoc ky
heé cham ddt, xong hét moi thl, trd moét bai nhd khoéng
dang ké& sdp phai ndp cho bai ludn &n cao hoc, nhung bai 8y
t& c6 thé viét lai mudi 1dan néu can. Nghia la dén thang Bay
té ranh. Cau thay sao?” Giong c6 han hoan tung burng.

“Tuyét vai! T6 mung cho cau! Co thich lién hoan khoéng?
Cau dudc phép chon, héa don do Runway thanh toan!”

“That ha? Tu do chon?”

“U. T8 dang & dudi nha, cé 6 t6. Xudng di, minh di dap
pha mot chau.”

Co ré 1én: “Hay qua! T4 cling dinh ké cho cdu nghe tur
lau vé d6 dé Freud nhd cua té, dep trai ngat trgi. Mot giay
thoi, t& xudng ngay, chi mac quan bo la xong.”

N&m phut sau, cd chay bé xudng. D& 1du 1dm tdi chua
thay c6 banh bao va hanh phuc nhu vay. C6 dién quan bo
bd, 6ng Iirng, nhat mau, cap vua xinh, do dan gian dai tay
bang vai chay, dinh cao la d6i xang dan t6i chua hé thay -
quai da nau, dinh cud6m xanh ngoc. Chua du! C6 con danh
phan va nhitng lon toc quan at dd dugc say lai trong hai
muoai gid qua.
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“Trong cau xinh qua,” téi ndi khi c6 nhay Ién ghé sau.
“Cé bi quyét gi khong day?”

“D06 dé nho cua Freud ch( gi nita. Anh chang nay trén ca
tuyét vdi. TS tin 1a t3 bi guc hdn. Tém lai 1a dugc diém chin
trén mudi, cau tin hay khong thi tuy.”

“Vay thi trudc tién hay quyét dinh nén di dau. TS chua
dat ban, nhung té c6 thé goi dén khdp noi va xung tén la
Miranda. Cau mudn dén dau cling dugc.”

Co6 danh sap mdi, quan sat minh trong giuogng va mgdo
mang hoi: “Bén dau cling dugc?”

“Pau cling dudc. PéEn Chicama ubng Mojito dudc
khdng?” Téi ggi y, biét chic 13 ga Lily v&i d6 uéng dé hon 13
mdi an. “Hoac Meer, ¢ day nghe ndéi Cosmos rat hay. Hay
dén khach san Hudson, cé thé cé chd ngdi bén ngoai? Con
néu cau thich uébng vang han thi...”

“Andy, minh dén Benihana dugc khdng? T& van muén
ngd vao dé xem sao.” Co bén Ién hoi.

“Benihana? Cau mudn dén Benihana? Dén chudi nha
hang bat minh ng6i canh hang doan khach du lich va tré
con khéc ti ti, va thirc &n dugc ché bién tai ban bdi cac dién
vién chau A that nghiép? Cé phai Benihana AY khong?”

Co gt dau phan khadi dén ndi téi danh phai hdi 1ai xe dia
chi, nhung cd cat IGi toi: “Khdng can thiét, té co roi.” C6 noi
v3i 1ai xe: “Phd 56, gitra phd 5 va pho 6, day phia Bac.”

Nh&t dinh c6 khéng dé€ y dén anh mat kinh hoang cua
tdi. CO ban gai phan khich ky la cua téi hanh phuc ké vé d6
dé nhdé cua Freud, goi nhu vay vi anh dang vi€t luan an tién
si tdm ly hoc vao nam cudi. Ho lam quen nhau & phong sinh
vién tai Low Library. Téi phai nghe ké hét cdc phdm chét
ctia anh ta: hai muoi chin tubi (“chin chdn hon han so Vdi
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nhirng nguGi khac, nhung khéng hé gia”), sinh & Montreal
(“giong Phap rat dé thudng, nhung tat nhién van ddc My"),
toc khong hui ngdn (*nhung khéng nhu may tay budc tdc
dudi ga quai dan”), rau vua phai (“sau ba ngay khong cao
thi trong gibng hét Antonio Banderas”).

C4c samurai nha bép trinh dién, thai chit va tung thit
khéo léo, Lily cudi va vo tay bdom bdp nhu tré con di xem
xi€c. Khd cb thé tin l1a Lily tim thdy ngudi minh mén -
nhung lam gi co IGi giai thich logic nao khac cho tinh trang
hung phan nay. Cang khé tin la c6 chua ngu véi anh ta
(“Bon minh quan ldy nhau hai tuan ruGi & trudng roéi, va
chua lam gi! Cau khong tu hao vé té a?”). Khi toi hoi, tai
sao toi chua hé thay anh & nha, c6 mim cudi tu hao va ndi:
“Tha&i diém chua chin dé€ md&i anh 8y dén nha. Bon minh tur
tr da.” An xong, ching toi con ding trudc quan va co ké
chuyén vé d6 dé Freud. Bat ngd Christian Collinworth hién
ra.

“Andrea! Andrea yéu quy! TOi phai thd that la ngac
nhién phat hién ra chi la fan cua Benihana day!... khéng ro
Miranda s& néi gi day?” Anh giéu cgt va quang tay Ién vai
toi.

“T6i, a, vang...” toi lung bung khong ndi ra cau. LGi noi
nhu bay mét, chi nhitng suy nghi rdi rac ban ra trong 6c. An
tai Benihana. Christian biét! Miranda & Benihana! Tréng qua
dep trai trong chiéc ao da phi cong! Nhat dinh thay minh
con mang mui Benihana! Khéng hén 1én ma! H6n Ién ma!
“A, khéng phai I3, a...”

“Chung tbi dang suy tinh, bay giG 1én di dau,” Lily chém
vao va chia tay cho Christian; lIUc nay t6i md&i nhan ra la anh
dang di moét minh. “Mai ndi chuyén nén ching t6i khong
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nhan ra la di'ng ngay gilta dudng. Budn cudi that! Cau co
thay thé khoéng, Andy? To6i la Lily” Co ndi vdi Christian, anh
bat tay co roi gat mdt lon téc xda xubng trdn, nhu anh van
hay lam & da hoi. Trong toi trao 1én cam xuc kho ta, téi cé
thé ngdm anh hang gid, hang ngay, khi anh gat lon tdc
tuyét diéu ay ra khoi khudén mat tuyét dinh.

Toi nhin chong choc hai ngudi, cho dén khi nhd ra la
cling nén nodi gi, nhung c6 vé nhu ho khdng can dén toi 1am.

"Lily,” Christian u6n IuGi ngan nga. “Lily, tén rat hay,
gan hay bang Andrea.” it nhat thi téi cling trdn tinh khdng
quay mat di. Lily tugi roi. Toi biét rd c6 nghi gi: tay nay
khdng chi kha kha tudi va dep trai, ma con cé duyén nira.
Oc c6 dang lam viéc: tdi c6 mudn gi 6 anh chang nay
khong? Vi Alex. Néu cé thi, 1am gi dé tién trién ti€p? Co
thdy Alex rat t6t, tadt nhién, ai cha th&, nhung cd khdng hiéu
nGi vi sao hai ngudi tré tudi cé thé bén nhau nhiéu nhu vay
— ¢6 van khdng dinh thé. Nhung toi biét 13 chuyén don thé
lam c6 nhifc dau, va néu cd ti gi ndy ng giira Christian va toi
thi c6 nhiét tinh ung hd ngay.

“Lily, rat vui dudc quen chi. To6i la Christian, ban cua
Andy. Cac chi hay di’ng trudc Benihana dé tdn gau a?” Nu
cudi clia anh tuc khac lam t6i choang vang.

Lily 18y tay gat md& tdc nau cua minh ra sau va ndi: “Anh
nghi gi vay Christian! Ching t6i vira an t6i ¢ Town va dang
tim mot noi hay hay dé ubéng chut gi. Anh c6 y tudng gi
khong?”

Town! Nha hang nay hot nhat va dat nhat thanh phd.
Miranda dén d6. Jessica va nguGi yéu dén d6. Emily bao lan
say sua ndi la c6 mubn dén do. Nhung Lily?
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“Thé€ a, la nhi,” Christian noi, chac la tin 1am. “T6i via an
t6i ¢ do vdi dai dién cua minh. Thé ma khéng thay hai chi...”

“Chung t6i ngbi tan phia sau, goc khuat sau quay bar,”
toi vOi chém vao. Toi da dan dan binh tinh trd lai. May ma
toi chgt nhd ra hinh anh bé xiu cua nha hang ma Emily chi
cho t6i xem khi tim trén trang “citysearch.com” moét ngi tor
té cho cudc hen.

“A ha.” Anh gt dau khé l&8ng déng, trong cang dang yéu
han. “Thi ra hai chi con muén di ubng mot chuat gi.”

T6i hét siic mong mubdn dugc tdy hét mui hdi cla
Benihana ra khoi quan ao dau téc, song Lily khéng chiu ung
ho. Liéu Christian cé linh cam dudgc Lily dang mudn ghép doi
ching toi bdng dudc khéng? Anh thi qud hdp dan, con Lily
quyét tam sat da, vay thi tdi im miéng da.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Chinh thé&, chung t6i dang suy nghi nén di dau. Anh co
dé nghi nao khéng? Néu anh di cung thi hay qud,” Lily
kh&ng khdng va giat tay 40 anh mon trén. “O gan day cé
chd nao hay khong?”

“O khu van phong nay khong san quan bar dau, nhung
tdi sdp gap dai dién ctia minh & Au Bar, d ddy dudc khong?
Anh 8y di 18y méy gidy t8 & van phong. Cb thé chj cling nén
lam quen, Andy, bi€t dau cé khi can mét dai dién cling nén.
Chi thay Au Bar thé nao?”

Lily ném cho t6i moét cdi nhin khich I€, tua nhu ap dat:
anh 8y that tuyét voi, Andy! R&t tuyét voil T chdng ré anh
ta la cua ng nao va lam gi, nhung anh ta thich cau, vay thi
hdy c6 gang Ién va ndi la ciu rét thich Au Bar!

“T6i rat thich Au Bar,” t6i ndi mot cach thuyét phuc, mac
du chua dén do6 bao gid. “Toi nghi ¢ dé ly tudng.”

Lily mim cuGi. Christian mim cudi, va thé€ la ba chidng toi
di. Christian va t6i di uéng rugu. Co thé goi dé 1a hen ho
khong? Tat nhién la khong, dirng lam tro cudi, téi tu nhd.
Alex, Alex, Alex, toi tham cau nguyén, quyét tam khoéng
quén la minh da cé ban trai rat yéu minh, dong thdi ciing
that vong vé ban than vi da phai ha quyét tam la minh da
cO ban trai rat yéu minh.

MOt ngay th Nam nhu moi ngay khac, dbi gac clra mac
ddng phuc nhung cé6 mat ddéng dd va dé chuing tbi vao cua
thoai mai, nhung khdng c6 nghia 1a gidm gid: Hai chuc moi
ngudi, riéng tién vao cua.

TruGc khi t6i cham tay vao vi thi Christian da 16i mot tap
tién ra, gdy ba td hai chuc va lang 1&dng dua cho gac cong.

Toi dinh phan dbi, nhung Christian dat hai ngdén tay Ién
moi tdi. “Andy yéu quy, chi khdng phai dé tdm mé&y chuyén
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vat.” Va tbi chua kip tranh su dung cham ay thi anh da lay
ca hai tay 8p vao mat toi. O dau dé sau thdm trong bd ndo
hoan toan rdi tung cua t6i, cac dau mdi thadn kinh ban ra
mot loat sing canh cdo la sap c6 mot nu hon. Toi biét thé,
toi linh cam sé cé nu hén, nhung khéng déng day dugc. Anh
coi moOt phan tram giay déng ho ngap ngung do la thuan
tinh, cli xuéng va cham mdi vao c6 téi. Thét ra chi suct
qua, rat ngan, cé thé hoi da Iudi, ddu dé gilta cdm va tai,
nhung ndi cho cung thi, d6 1a modt cai hdon vao cd; rbi anh
nam tay t6i kéo vao phia trong.

“Christian, dgi chat! T6i, a, téi phai néi véi anh diéu
nay,” toi cat tiéng, hoan toan khéng chac chan la sau moét
cai hon bat ngd, mdi da ti ti IuGi liéu cé nhat dinh phai ti€p
dén IGi giai thich dong dai la “t6i da c6 ban trai” va “khong
muon dua ra tin hiéu sai” Christian ro rang khdong nghi vay,
vi anh da dua tdi dén chiéc ghé dém & mot goc tdi dé ngoi
xubng, va toi danh nghe Idi.

“T6i di 1ay d6 ubng day, okay? Chj ding nhan nhd thé.
T6i khong cdn dau.” Anh cudi, va toi thdy mat minh dd 1én.
“Va néu co thi chi sé thay thich day, toi hlra vdi chi.” Anh bd
toi ngoi dé va di ra quay bar.

Khéng mudn lan ra hay vat 6c suy nghi vé chuyén via
xay ra, téi nhin quanh trong can phong nhdp nhoang nhu
hang dong tim Lily. Chung t6i vao day chua day ba phdut,
nhung cd da hang hai bat chuyén véi mot anh chang da den
cao Ién, mat c6 dan vao moi ga, dau ngat ra sau mot cach
khodi chi. T6i len qua déng ngudi t’ chi€éng dang uéng. Lam
sao ma ho biét quan hang nay la diém dén cla nhiing ai
khong cé hd chiéu My? MOt nhédm dan 6ng trén ba mudi tudi
noi gi dé nhu tiéng Nhat, hai phu nlr vung tay mua chan
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tranh ludn bdng tiéng A Rap, mot doi tré, nom cé vé huc
hac, trrng mat va quat thao vdi nhau, nghe nhu ti€ng Tay
Ban Nha hodc cling cé thé tiéng B6 Dao Nha. G trai cla
Lily da8 d€ tay gan mdng c6, nom cd vé ngat ngdy. Khdng thi
giG dau ma té nhi, t6i quyét dinh. Christian Collinsworth vira
dn moi 1én cb téi ma. To6i I6 ga kia di, tdm tay phai Lily va
toan 16i c6 vé phia ghé& ngoi.

“Andy! Bd ra nao,” cd rit I1én, g3 tay tdi ra, miéng van
mim cuGi v&i ga trai. “Cau manh tay thé. Cho tbi gigi thiéu
cau vdi ban té nhé? William, day la Andrea ban than nhat
cla em, binh thudng ra c6 ay khong hay cu x& nhu vay
dau. Andy, day la William.”

“Cha, cho phép hdi, tai sao chi dinh bat céc ban gai cua
chi khoi tbéi, Aan-dree-aa?” Giong tram cua William vang
vang trong can nha hadm. Gid & mot ndi khac, thdi diém
khac hay vdi nhirng nguGi khac thi t6i da nhan ra nu cudi
&m 3ap cua anh, hay chuyén anh d&'ng phat ddy nhudng chd
cho t6i, nhung & day va bay gid thi cai duy nhat ma téi cam
nhan rd rang la giong phat d&m ki€u Anh. Va hoan toan
khong quan trong rang giong noi ay ciia mot ngudi dan ong,
cao I6n, da den, khong cd chut gi trong kich ¢ va mau sac
giong Miranda Priestly. T6i nghe giong ay, nghe anh ta phat
am tén tbi, gibng hét ba &y, vay la du dé tim tdi ddp nhanh
han.

“William, téi xin 16i, khdng phai chuyén anh. Cé mot van
dé nho ma téi mudn ndi riéng vdi Lily. Toi dua cb6 ay lai
ngay.” Va téi nam tay Lily, Ian nay chat hon, 16i c6 di. Ba
dén lac dién 1am roi, téi can co.

Chung t6i ngoi xudng ghé dém ma Christian luc nay chi
cho. T6i kiém tra lai cho chic 1a Christian vAn mai gdy chl y

https://thuviensach.vn



vG@i ngudi phuc vu (mot ngudi di tinh tai quay bar - c6 ma
dgi h&t dém). Toi hit hai that dai.

“Christian vura hén té.”

“Thi cé van dé gi? HOn kém qud a? A, thi ra thé&, ding
khdong? Khdéng cé cich nao mét diém nhanh hon 1a..”

“Lily, gioi hay kém, & day co6 gi khac nhau?”

C6 nhudng may va md miéng toan ndi gi, nhung toi cat
|Gi.

“Khong quan trong la kém hay gidi, nhung anh ay hoén
vao cb té. Van dé & day khdng phai anh 8y |am thé& nao, ma
trudc tién la chuyén d6 da xay ra.VaGi Alex thi sao day? Td
khéng phai ki€u ngudi chay di hdn lung tung cac dan éng
khac, cau biét day.”

“Bi€t qua di ch’,” c6 lam bam mot minh réi noi: “Andy,
cau budn cudi that. Cau yéu Alex, anh ay yéu cau, nhung
du vay néu thinh thoang cau thich hon ngudi khac thi hoan
toan okay. Cdu nam nay hai muoi ba tubi, trdi a, thoang
thoang chut di.”

“Khoéng phai té hén anh ay... Anh ay hon tg!”

“Nghe nay, gid thi minh phai th6ng nhit mét diém da.
Cau con nhd vu vu xay ra hoi xua gilra Monica va Bill, ca
nudc va béo me chuing minh va Ken Starr voi va goi do la
sex? Nhung dé khdng phai Ia sex. Cling nhu khéng thé goi
la hon ai dé khi mot ngudi dinh h6n ma& cau nhung nham
xuéng co.”

“Nhung...”

“Im mdm, dé t& ndi xong da. Quan trong han ca chuyén
gl xay ra, la cau mudén nd xay ra. Thu nhan di, Andy. Cau
mudn hén Christian, ké cho sai hay kém hay khbéng dung
luat choi, néu cau khdong thd nhan thi cau néi déi.”
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“Lily, nghiém tuc di, t& cho la khong cong bang khi...”

“Andy, t& bi€t cau da chin nam ro6i. Cau khong tin [a nhin
mat cau td biét ro rang cadu chét mé chét mét vai Christian
a? Cau can rut luong tam vi anh a8y khoéng theo luat chai
cla cau, dung khéng? Nhung co I1€ dé chinh la cdi khién cau
thich anh ay. Théi, hay tan huéng di. Néu Alex la ngudi
trong mong cla cau thi van 1a ngudi trong mong cé ma. Gid
thi tha 16i cho t8, t& vira tim dugc ngudi trong mdng... cho
hom nay.” C6 ding bat khdi ghé va nhady chan sdo ra chd
William, con ga thi sudng run.

T6i thay hai khé coi khi ngoi moét minh trén chiéc ghé
nhung ngoai ¢8. T6i ngé quanh tim Christian, nhung anh
khong & quay bar nira. TU tU da nao, toi tu bao. Moi chuyén
sé& lai dadu vao day, néu tdi thbi vo dau bt tai. Co thé Lily
ndi ding, va toi thich Christian that — c6 gi sai dau? Anh la
ngudi c6 dau 6c va ro rang la rat dep trai, va phong cach
chiém long tin cua anh that sexy. Ngbi quan véi mot ngudi
rat sexy nao dé khéng thé hiéu 1a phan bdi. Trong chirng &y
nam hoc va lam viéc nhat dinh Alex da gap mot hai c6 gai
xinh dep va hap dan, biét danh thic nhitng y nghi nao dé
trong anh. C6 phai vi thé ma anh thay Iong? Tat nhién
khong. V3i su tu tin mdi dugc cung c6 (va c6 gang tuyét
vong dé& nhin, nghe va & canh Christian), téi lao di tim.

Toi tim dudc anh dang hang hai noéi chuyén véi mot
ngudi I6n tubi, khoang gdn ndm mudci, mac mot bd com 1é
v@i gi I1é rat sang trong. Trong khi noi, Christian vung tay
loan xa, trong vé mat trong trang thai gitra vui thich va cuc
ky buc doc. Birng xa nén t6i khong nghe thay ho ndi gi,
nhung chac do toi nhin cham cham nén ngudi dan 6ng kia
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nhan ra va mim cudi vdi téi. Christian hgi giat minh, nhin
theo anh mat 6ng va nhéan ra toi.

“Andy cung,” anh ndi vdi giong khac hdn mday phut
trudc. Rd rang anh chuyén tr vai Don Juan thanh mot ngudi
ban c¢@ cha chu khong khd khan gi. “Chi ra day, t6i muodn
giGi thiéu chi véi mot ngudi ban. Gabriel Brooks la dai dién
va 6ng bau va ngudi hung moi linh vuc cua tbéi. Gabriel, day
la Andrea Sachs, dang lam viéc cho Runway.”

“Rat han hanh dugc lam quen chi, Andrea,” Gabriel noi
va bat tay t6i mot cach rén rén nhu muén ndi ra rang
manh-tay-mo&t-chit-thi-nat-bét. “Christian d3 k& cho toi
nghe nhiéu vé chi.”

“That a?” To6i ndi va nam chat hon nira, 1ap tic tay ong
long I€o han ra. “Hy vong la toan chuyén tét.”

“Tat nhién r6i. Nhu t6i biét thi chi cling la mdt nang
khi€u viét lach dang néi, giéng ngudi ban cua ching ta day.”
Ong mim cudi.

La that. Bdng la Christian da ndi véi 6ng vé toi that. HOi
ay chung toi ndi chuyén viét lach khéng khac gi may cau xa
giao. “A vang, toi rdt mé viét, va hy vong s& cé mot ngay...”

“Chi chi can bang mot nra nhirng ngudi ma Christian
thinh thoang dua téi la t6i da rat mung dudc doc bai viét
cua chi.” Ong 18y trong tdi nguc ra mdt chi€c hép nho va
dua t6i danh thiép. “Hién tai con qua sém vai chi, toi biét,
nhung khi dinh dua ban thao cho ai dé xem thi hy vong chi
s€ nhdg dén t6i.”

T6i van hét siic binh sinh d& dirng ha h6c mém ra va
khuyu gb6i xubng vi choang. Hy vong chi sé nhd dén téi?
Ngudi dan 6ng dai dién cho Christian Collinsworth, than
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dong van hoc ngoai hang, vira ndéi ra diéu 6ng hy vong rang
toi sé nhd tdi 6ng? Trén ca tuyét vai.

“Oi, cdm on 6ng,” tdi 1tng bung va cat danh thiép vao
tdi d€ cd dip nao gan nhét la rat ra chiém ngudng ting ly
trén d6. Hai nguGi dan 6ng mim cudi than thién, ching
khodng mot phat sau tdi hi€u ra d6 la ddu hiéu nhac toi c
thé di dugc roi. “Vang, Mr Brooks, a, Gabriel, radt vui ming
dudc lam quen 6ng. T6i phai vé nha sé6m, nhung tbi hy vong
chung ta lai c6 dip gap nhau.”

“T6i cling rat vui, Andrea, mét lan nita chic mung chi
tring s6 doc dac. RGi ghé dai hoc vao thang Runway, rat an
tuong.”

“T6i tién chi ra ctra,” Christian néi, d& khuyu tay toi va ra
hiéu vGi Gabriel la anh quay lai ngay.

Chung t6i dirng lai mot chdt canh quay bar va Lily, gilra
hai cu hon bao tap cua William, khéi can ndéi ra I0i Ia toi nén
vé nha mot minh. & chan cdu thang ra phd, Christian hon
|én ma toi.

“That thu vi dugc tinh cd gap chi. Toi linh cam sdp phai
nghe nhitng IGi khen nggi cua Gabriel bay gid day,” anh
CUdi.

“Pa noéi qua hai cau vdéi nhau dau.” Toi ngac nhién, tai
sao ngudi nao ciing lich su thé.

“Pung vy, Andy, nhung chdc chi chua hiéu ra 1a thé gidi
van si rat nhd. Bat ké chj viét trinh thdm, viét truyén hay
bao, moi ngudi déu biét nhau. Gabriel nhin ra tiém nang
cla chij tu viéc chi v8 dudc viéc lam & Runway, tu viéc chi
an noi luu loat va thong minh, va, ndéi thé nao nhi, chi la
ban t6i. Ong 8y dua danh thi€p cho chi thi c6 méat gi? Vi
chut may man, biét dau 6ng ay da phat hién ra mot tac gia
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best-seller. Chi cUr tin t6i — quen Gabriel Brooks chi khéng bi
thiét gi.”

“HUm, cé |Ié anh ndi dung. Du sao thi t6i cling phai vé
nha day, vi may ti€éng nira da phai di lam ro6i. Toi rat bié€t an
anh vi moi viéc.” Tdi rudn 1én dé hdon vao ma anh; nua
mong anh dua mat ra, nia dgi anh cling lam vay vd&i minh.
Nhung anh chi cudi mim.

“T6i thi trén ca vui mung, Andrea Sachs, chuc chi ngu
ngon.” Va trudc khi t6i nghi ra moét IGi dap tudng dbi thong
minh thi anh d3 trén dudng quay lai véi Gabriel.

T6i thdm trach minh va ra dudng tim taxi. TrGi bat dau
mua, khéng ndng hat, chi mua phun dai dang, du dé tat ca
taxi Manhattan déu cé ngudi. Vay la toi goi dién téi doi xe
cua Elias Clark, bao s6 VIP cua minh va dlung sau phut sau
mot chi€c xe phanh kit bén hé. Trong hdp thoai co tin nhan
cua Alex: anh muodn biét ngay hdm nay ra sao, ggi y la ca
t6i nay anh & nha va viét thdi khoa bi€u. Lan cudi cung toi
gay bat ngd cho anh la bao gid nhi? Ba dén Iic lam mot cd
bot phat, ngay ca khi rat mat cong. Lai xe dong y dgi theo
yéu cau, toi chay Ién tang, nhay vao phong tam, sdy toc
maéat thém ndm phdt va khén truong téng d6 dac cédn dung
cho hom sau vao tui. Sau mudi mot gid dém rat it xe co
trén dudng, chua day mudi 1am phat sau ching toi da tdi
Brooklyn. Alex vui mirng thuc su, nhac di nhac lai rang anh
rat bat ngd la vao ngay trong tuan ma t6i cling cé thdgi gian
dén chd anh, va do6 1a bat ngd 16n nhat ma anh mong udc.
Lat sau, t6i ndm g6i dau 1én nguc anh — vi toi thich ndam thé
nhat - va nghe anh thg déu dan va trong khi anh nghich téc
td6i va xem Conan trén tivi thi téi d& chang con nhd gi dén
Christian nira.
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“A, xin chao, cho t6i ndi chuyén vdi bién tap vién vé am
thuc dugc khéng a? Khong? Thé thi vdi mot trg ly hoac
ngudi nao do co thé cho toi biét vé mot bai vé nha hang mdi
dang?” Ba truc dién thoai 8 New York Times dung la mot
con yéu tinh. “Gi?” Ba ta quat vao 6ng nghe, lam nhu ching
toi ndi hai th ti€ng khac nhau (co6 1€ thé cling nén). Nhung
toi kién tri va c6 dat muc dich. Ba Ian toi hoi ba ta tén bién
tap vién ("Chung t6i khéng ndi tén, thua chi”), doa sé khiéu
nai Ién sép cua ba (“Gi ca? Chi tuédng 6ng ay ban tam a? TOi
nGi may ludén nhé?”), rét cudc téi thé la sé dich than dén tan
tda bdo & quang trudng Times va lam hét si'c minh dé ba ta
bi sa thai tai chd (“Oi, that a? Sd quéd nhi”). Cudi clng thi ba
ta cling ngadn ngdm néi may cho tdi vdi ai do.

“Ban bién tap,” mot giong phu nir day veé buc bdi khac.
Khong ro khi toi tra I1Gi Miranda giong t6i cé giong dugc dén
thé khdng? Va néu khdéng thi tdi sé c6 tép. Bi hi€éu mdt cach
ro rét la minh chi quay ray vai cudc dién thoai, to6i chi muodn
cup may cho roi.

“Xin chao, t6i c6 mot cau hoéi ngan,” tdi ndi ao ao, chi sg
cd ta quang may xubng. “Trong sd bdao ngay hdm qua cé bai
viét nao vé nha hang khéng a?”
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C6 ta thd dai, c nhu 1a t6i hoi cd cé hi€én mot cang chan
cho muc dich nghién ctu khoa hoc khdong vay. Ro6i thé dai
lan nira. “Chi da xem trén mang chua?” Thag dai cu thd ba.

“Vang, vang, tat nhién, nhung téi khong...”

“Néu chung tb6i cé bai bao nao thi cling thdy nd trén
mang. N&i dung ra thi téi cling khéng thudc tung chir & trén
bao.”

Gid thi dén lugi toi 1ay hai. Toi c6 gilr binh tinh. “Ba truc
dién thoai dé mén da néi téi v4Gi chi vi chi 1am viéc & bo
phan luu trir. To6i tin la cong viéc cua chi la ghi lai ting ch{.”

“Thua chi, n€u ngay nao to6i cling phai tra lai nhirng cau
phdng doan I md ma hang trédm ngudi dem dén thi chang
bao gid hét viéc. Chi phai xem lai trén mang.” Hai lan thd
dai ndao nudt ti€p theo. Hy vong cb6 ta khong bi ching thé
doc.

“Khong, khong, bay gid toi xin chi lang nghe mot phut,
toi ra tay. LU luGi nhac nay phai dugc mot bai hoc, trai vai
toi, ho lam viéc nhe nhang han nhiéu. “To6i goi dién tu van
phong Miranda Priestly, va tinh cg...”

“Xin 16i, chi noi 1a chi goi dién tr vdn phong Miranda
Priestly?” T6i nghe thay tai c6 ta dung ding Ién. “Miranda
Priestly... cua tap chi Runway?”

“Chinh thé. Tai sao? Chi nghe tén r6i a?” Gid thi & co ta
dién ra su bién hda than ky tir cd trg ly bién tap thanh ké
no |é cua thdi trang. “Nghe tén? Chuyén di nhién? Cé ai
nghe tén Miranda Priestly ma khéng nghi ra chuyén gi
khong? Ngudi phu nlr quan trong trong lang thgi trang. Chi
vUra ndi la chi tim gi nhi?”

“Mot bai phé binh. Trong s6 bdo hom qua. Nha hang
chdu A. Téi khéng thdy trén mang, nhung cd thé tdi tim

n
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khong ky.”

TO6i bia. Toi da tim va kha chac chan la ca tuan nay trong
New York Times khong cé |ay mot bai phé binh vé nha hang
chau A nao, nhung t6i khong mudn 16 cho cb ta biét. Cé thé
cO trg ly bién tap dé hai nay lam dudc diéu ky diéu.

Cho dén ldc nay, ngoai Times t6i da goi cho td Post va
Daily News, khong két qua. Sau khi nhan s6 thé tin dung
cong ty cua Miranda t6i con vao dugc kho luu trir phai tra
phi cha Wall Street Journal, 8 d6 qua that coé bai bao ngan
vé moOt nha hang Thai méi mé & Village. Nhung to6i lai phai
gach ngay, sau khi biét la cac mén chinh & d6 trung binh chi
co gia 7 dollar va trang citysearch.com xép né ¢ muc “quan
re”.

“Vang, tat nhién, chi dgi mot phut thoi, téi tim cho chi
ngay.” Va c6 bé khoéng-thudc-tirng-chir-6-trén-bdo bam
phim lién tuc, miéng ngan nga hat cho ca hai nghe.

Pau t6i con u hét Ién vi dém qua. Lam Alex ngac nhién
thi vui, va nam udn ra nghi ¢ nha anh ciling rat cé tac dung
thu gian, song lan dau tién tu nhiéu thang tré lai day toéi
khong nham dugc mat. T6i ludbn bt rdt tran trd vé chuyén
Christian hén 1én c6 tdi va tdi d3 khdng ké cho Alex biét.
Cang c6 day bat nhirng y nghi 8y ra khdi dau thi chdng cang
quay lai manh mé hon. R6t cudc khi téi ngu thi€p di dugc lai
md thdy Alex trong gilr tré cho Miranda va - khéng gi6ng
nhu nhifng ngudi Iam khac - phai & luén dé. Trong md, moi
lan mudn gap anh & nha Miranda t6i phai theo ba vé nha.
Ba ludn goi tdi la Emily va sai lam nhitng viéc ngd ngan.
Cho dén séng, Alex bi Miranda phu phép va khdng hiéu tai
sao toi ghét ba ta, va té hdn nifa, Miranda da cau dudc
Christian. May ma t6i giat minh tinh khoi can ac moéng dung
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vao canh sang Chu nhat, Miranda, Alex va Christian mac ao
choang loai xa xi trong nha ngbi quanh ban, doc bdo Times,
ho vui han hén trong luc t6i bung blra sang Ién va sau d6
don di. Giac ngu dém qua cling thu gian nhu di dao mot
minh qua Bronx lic bén giG sang, va bay gid bai phé binh
nha hang bop chét tia hy vong le 16i cubi cung vao mot
ngay th& Sau khong bi stress.

“HuUm, khéng, dao nay ching t6i khong dang bai nao vé
quan an chau A ca. Téi dang c6 nghi xem cé quan an chau
A md&i m& nao hay ho khong. Nhitng ngi ma Miranda cé thé
muon dén ay.” Nghe cé vé cd6 ta mubn kéo dai cubc noi
chuyén bang bat ky gia nao.

T6i thi chi mubn cho c6 ta ra khoi dudng day cang sém
cang tot nén phét IG cai giong than mat ma cb ta goi tén
riéng cua Miranda. “Okay, dudgc roi, t6i cling nghi thé. Rat
cam dn chi. Tam biét.”

“Pgi chut!” C6 kéu Ién khén thiét lam téi lai dua 6ng
nghe Ién tai. “A, vang, toi chi dinh ndi 1 néu lai cd chuyén
gi ma téi hay moi ngudi & day co thé giup dugc thi chi c&r
goi dién nhé? Tat ca chung t6i déu rat kham phuc Miranda,
ching toi s&, a, lam moi th& néu cé thé.”

Ngudi ngoai co6 thé tudng réang D& nhat Phu nhéan cua
Hdp Chuing qudc Hoa Ky vira sai ¢ trg ly bién tdp ngd ngén
tim ra cho Téng thdng mét bai bdo cd thdng tin sinh tir vé
cudc chién tranh sdp nd ra - ch khéng phai mét bai phé
binh nao d6 vé quan an nao doé trong td bao nao dd. Budn
nhat la téi khdng bi ngac nhién: toéi biét trudc la cb ta sé
ngoan ngoan vang Idi.

“Okay, toi sé nhan lai, nhat dinh. R4t cam on.”
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Emily ngadng dau khoi danh sach chi va héi: “Lai khdng
gap may a?”

“Zé-z6. T6i khéng hiéu ba &y &m chi gi, va hinh nhu
khéng ai trong thanh ph8 nay hiéu ca. Téi da goi dién tdi
moi t& bdo Manhattan ma sép doc, dd@ mo trén Internet, ndi
chuyén v@i kho Iuu trir va nhirng nguGi chuyén viét vé nha
hang va dau bép. Khéng ai biét d&n mdt nha hang chau A
nao vUa khai trugng tuan vua roi ch chua noéi dén bai phé
binh nao in ra trong hai mugi tu ti€ng qua. Ba nay I&m cadm
that r6i. Lam gi bay gig?” To6i tha ngudi xuéng ghé va budc
toc lai thanh dubi ga. Chua dén chin gid, song dau t6i da
nhic lan xuéng cd va vai.

“T6i nghi la chi khdong con cach nao la phai hoi lai sép
cho ro,” c6 cham rai noi, vé théng cam.

“Oi, khéng dau, ba dy sé& phan (ng ra sao?”

Nhu thudng 1€, cdu mia mai cla tdi nhu nudc dd dau vit
véi Emily. “Sép dén khoang budi trua, vao dia vi chi tbi sé
nghi k§ nén ndi gi, vi sép sé& phat ban |én khi chi chua tim
dugc bai phé binh. Nhat la khi sép da hoi tu téi qua,” Emily
khong gidu vé khoai tra. RO rang c6 vui sudng dgi tran cao
dau ma toi sdp nhan.

T6i chang lam dudc gi ngoai chd dgi. May cho toi,
Miranda dang c6 culc noi chuyén marathon hang thang &
cho tu van tdm ly ("Sép khdng cé thi gid dé tudn nao ciling
dén do mot lan,”"Emily giai thich khi toi hoi, tai sao lai ngoi
dé ba tiéng dong ho lién). DS la ba tiéng dong ho lién nhau
duy nhat trong ngay, bao dam chung té6i khéng bi ba goi
dién dén - nhung dé lai chinh 13 cai téi dang can. Cho thu
chua md chét thanh ndi trén ban tdi chi chuc dd xudng, va
néu dd thi né s& up xubng maé quan &o ban don lai tir hai
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hom nay dudi gam ban dgi dua di giat la. T6i thd dai nao
nudt d€ bdo cho ca thé& gidi biét ndi bat hanh clia minh roi
bam s6 xudng giat la.

“Chao Mario, t6i day. Biét r6i, lau qua khong nghe tiéng.
CU ngudi nao dén lay do6 di! Tét qua, cam dn.” Téi dat may
roi mién cudng dat vai th( quan do Ién dui dé phan loai va
ghi vao danh sach d6 dem di giat trong may tinh. Néu
Miranda goi dién lic 9 gid 45 t6i va hoi bo d6 Chanel cua ba
dau thi toi chi viéc md tép tin dé bao véi ba 1a hdm qua da
dem di giat va ngay mai xong. To6i vao danh sach nhitng do
giat la hdm nay (sd@ mi Bissoni, hai quan Alberta Ferretti
gibng nhau, hai 4o len Jil Sander, hai khan Hermeés trang va
mot do khoac Burberry), nhoi tat ca vao moét tui mua hang
in logo Runway va goi moét ngudi phuc vu dem xudng tang
dudi cho nhan vién giat la dén lay.

Toi cling dugc viéc day chd! Mac du da phai lam viéc
nay thudng xuyén, trudc sau tbi van thay tdm khi phai suc
tay vao quan ao ban cua ngudi khac. Phan loai va cho do
vao tui xong, tay téi van sac mui Miranda - mdt mui pha
tron nudc hoa Bulgari va kem gilt am, d6i khi thém chut
khoi thubc cia MG-C3-Bd va nhin chung khéng khé chiu 1am
— du vay toi van thay ngan va phai di rira tay ngay. Phat am
giong Anh, nudc hoa Bulgari, khan quang c6 trdng - don c(r
vai niém vui gian di trong cudéc sbng ma cho dén cubi ddi toi
khong tiéu héa noi.

NOi dung déng thu tu van nhu moi khi: 99% la rac ma
Miranda khong bao gid dudgc thay. Moi thu dé “Téng bién
tdp” dugc chuyén thdng sang phong “Thu ddc gid”; tuy
nhién c6 nhiéu ban doc da tinh y nhan ra va viét thang cho
Miranda. T6i can trung binh bbén giay dé Iluét qua va xac
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dinh la thu db6c gid gui chu bat (vat!) chdr khong phai giay
mdi du da hoi tur thién hay thu cua moét ban gai mat tich lau
nam. HOm nay lai hang chdng thu bay vao thung rac: vai
thu [dm ly cua Il choai choai va cac ba noéi trg, tham chi ca
may chang dong tinh Ian vao (cé |é khong nén ky thi, biét
dau chi la nguGi di tinh nhung rat chd trong thgi trang):
“Miranda Priestly, ba khong chi la tam diém cua thé gidi thdi
trang, ma con la hoang hau trong thé gigi cua t6i!” nhu mot
ngudi thé 16. “That tao bao, nhung than tinh, khi dua bai £6
- d6 ben hién dai vao s6 thang Tu! T6i hoan toan ung hod
ba!” M6t nguGi khac thot Ién. M6t s6 khac chui rua quang
cao Gucci la dam dang qua, vi in hai c6 gai mac nit 16t va
giay cao goét ngdi ap vao nhau trén chi€c giudng nhau nhi,
may ngudi khac phan nd khi xem cdc ngudi mau gdy nhom
nhem cé h6 mat sdu - trong nhu dan dat deo - dugc lam
minh hoa cho bai viét vé “Sic khoe trén hét: Lam gi dé
thdy khée han” trong Runway. Mot buu thiép in san, mat
nay viét bay budm dia chi Miranda Priestly, mat kia chi cé
mot cau hoi don gian: “Tai sao? Tai sao ba in moét tap chi
nham chan va ngu xuén dén thé&?” Téi pha lén cudi va dat
tam buu thi€p vao tui. Bo suu tap nhitng phé phan cua toi
ngay cang nhiéu, sap choan hét clra tu lanh roi. Lily cho la
toi chi dem nghiép chudéng vao nha vdéi nhitng tu tuéng tiéu
cuc va Idi I& thu nghich cia ngudi khac, va co lac dau khi toi
dinh thuyét phuc c6 rang moi nghiép chudng ban dau chdéng
lai Miranda chi lam t6i hanh phlc ma thoi.

TruGc khi xem hai ta gidy md&i ma Miranda nhan dugc
moi ngay, tdi rut 14 thu dudi ciing trong chdng thu day ra:
hang ch{ tron uén lugn, ré rang la cua moét c6 bé mdi I6n,
ddu cham trén chir i dudc thay bang hinh trai tim va sau
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mOi cau vui vé 1a khuén mat cudi. Toi chi dinh ludt mat qua
nhu thudng 1€, nhung né cudng lai v3i su thdng than trong
sau muodn va chan that, nhu moét I8i van xin viét bang mau.
BGn gidy da tréi qua, va téi van doc tiép.

Bac Miranda yéu quy.

Chédu tén la Anita, mudi bay tudi, va chdu hoc ndm cudi,
trudng Barringer Highschool & Newark, NJ. Chdu r&t xdu hé
vi thdn hinh minh, mac du moi ngudi ndi la chau khéng béo.
Chdu mudén minh nhu cdc ngudi mdu trong bdo cua bac.
Thang nao chau cling mong doi ngay buu dién dua to
Runway dén. Me chau bao chau ngéc nghéch khi bo hét tién
tui cho mét td bdo thdi trang. Me chdu khéng hiéu chdu mo
udc gi, nhung bédc thi hiéu, phai khéng a? Chdu mo udc tu
khi con bé, nhung chau khong tin la sé toai nguyén. Bac hodi
vi sao? Vong mét cua chdu rét phdng va vong ba to hon so
vdi ngudi mau cla béc, vi vdy chdu xdu hé I18m. Chéu tu
hdi, minh co6 nén sbng nhu thé nay khbéng, roi tu tra Ioi
KHONG!, vi chdu muén thay dd6i va xinh dep hon va cdm
thdy hai long hon, vi vay chau xin bac giup chau. Chau
mubn dep Ién hon va khi nhin vao guong thdy minh co vong
mot va vong ba tuyét dep, gibng nhu trong tap chi s6 mét
thé gidi.

Bac Miranda, chau biét bac la con nguoi tuyét voi va chu
but tuyét vdi, bac cé thé lam chdu thanh con ngudi khac,
bac hay tin chau, chau sé on bac doi doi. Nhung néu bac
khéng lam chdu thanh con ngudi khdc duoc thi bac cé thé
kiém cho chau mét chiéc ao dai that, that, that dep cho
nhung dip quan trong khéng? Chau chua hen ho vdi ai bao
gid, me chau ndi la con gai di chdi mét minh ciing duoc,
chau sé lam theo. Chau co mét chiéc ao dai, nhung no cii
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réi va khéng phai loai cia nha tap mét nhu van thdy trong
Runway. Nhitng nha tao mét ma chau thich nhét la Prada
(s6 1), Versace (s6 2) va John Paul Gotier (3). Chau con
thich nhiéu ngudi, nhung do la ba ngudi thich nhat. Chau
khéng s@ hilu do dai cua ho va cling chua thay trong cua
hang bao gid (chau khéng ré6 cé6 mua duogc & Newark khéng,
néu biét thi bac viét cho chau nhé. Chau sé dén doé va xem
tdn mat) nhung chau da thdy trong Runway, dep tuyét tran.

Chau khéng mudbn quay ray bac lau, chau chi mubén ndi
mét diéu, ké cad khi béc vit thu ndy vao sot rdc, chdu van
maéi la fan cua bao Runway, don gian vi chau rat thich cac
ngudi mau va quin do trong dé, va tat nhién thich cd bac
nia.

Kinh chao bac,

Anita Alvarez

TB: S& dién cua chéu la 973-555-3948, bac cé thé viét
tra Ioi hay goi dién, nhung phai trudc hém 4/7, vi dén hom
8y chdu cdn mot chiéc éo dai dep. CHAU YEU BAC!

Cam on bac!

L4 thu day mui Jan Naté, loai Eau de Toilette hang hac
ma |0 con gai chua day thi cd nudc uva dung. Song khoéng
phai vi thé ma t6i nghen thd. Cé bao nhiéu Anita ngoai dgi?
Bao nhiéu cd bé tré mang co cudc ddi trng rong dén murc
|1&y quan 40 va ngudi mau clua Runway lam thudc do gid tri,
long tu tin va ca cubc ddi minh? Bao nhiéu ngudi khac nira
mu quang kham phuc ngudi dan ba biét quang ba moét thé
giGi ao day quyén ri - va khéng hé xing dang vdi long
kham phuc ay |1ay mo6t giay? Bao nhiéu cb6 gai khong hé linh
cam dugc rang doéi tudgng clda long thanh kinh ay la mot
ngudi dan ba cd don, bat hanh sau sac va cd cg dia tan bao,
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khong may may dang dudc hudng mdi thi€én cam ngay tha
ay?

TO6i mubn khéc nlc 1én, vi Anita va tat ca cac ban cb
dang tuyét vong c8 cdng bién minh thanh cdc ngudi mau
nhu Shalom hay Stella hay Carmen - dé qua dé gdy &n
tugng hay lam vua y mot ngudi dan ba vén chi nhéch mép,
nhdn vai vit thu ho vao sot rac, khong nghi dén moét tich
tdc dén co gai da gidi bay hét long minh trong mot 1a thu.
T6i cat la thu vao ngan kéo trén cung cua ban giay va trang
trong tu h(ra véi minh sé phai lam dudc gi d6 cho Anita. Co
to ra tuyét vong hon moi nguGi khac tirng viét nhung 1a thu
tuong tu, va trong déng quan ao vut bura bai vo dung & day
nhat dinh phai c6 mot chiéc ao dai cho cudéc hen ma hy
vong la Anita sap co.

“Emily, t6i chay xuéng quay bao dudi nha xem s& Thoi
trang Phu nit Hdng ngay mdi da cd chua nhé. Trgi di, da
muon thé roi. Chi co can gi khong?”

"Chi mua ho t6i moét lon Diet Coke nhé?” Co hoi.

“Budc ngay, mot chut thoi,” téi hia va nhanh nhen lach
gilra may gia ao di ra thang may, ¢ do téi nghe ti€ng Jessica
va James hut chung moét diéu thudc va doan mo cd nhirng
ai t6i nay dén Whitney du tiéc cua Miranda. T6i thd phao khi
Ahmed d3 co san cho téi mot sé Thdi trang Phu nit Hdng
ngay, téi véi thém lon Diet Coke ma Emily dat. Nghi moét
thodng, t6i cling ddi lon Pepsi clia minh 18y Diet Coke. Pepsi
ngon han that, nhung bu lai téi thi khong phai chiu anh mat
va Igi binh trén tang.

Mai ngam hinh bia sac s@ cia Tommy Hilfinger, t6i khong
thdy clra mét thang may md ra. Trong khdée mat t6i nhan ra
c6 gi d6 mau xanh, mot mau xanh |a cay rat dac biét - chu
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yéu vi ba sép kinh mén cua toéi c6 moét bo Chanel vai tuyt
dding mau xanh nay, mét ki€u xanh tdi chua hé nhin thdy va
khi€n tdi thich thuc su. Cudng lai linh cam, tdi ngang dau
lén va khong ngac nhién lam khi dé lai chinh |a Miranda. Ba
d'ng thang nhu tugng trong thang may, toc chai 1at ra sau
nhu thudng 1€, cham chd quan sat nét mat toi lic dé chac
dudm vé hoadng sg. Toi khong con cach nao khac la tién vao
hang hum.

“0O, Miranda, xin chdo,” toi thdt Ién, nghe nhu néi tham.
Cura thang may khép lai sau lung: chi hai chdng t6i cung di
lén mudi bay tdng lién. Miranda 1dng 1dng rat cudn sé da ghi
chép lich 1am viéc 13 Iat trang. M6i gidy ma ching téi ding
sat vai nhau tr6i qua, su im lang cang sau sac va nang né
han. Ba a8y cé nhan ra téi khéng? Hay la su hién dién cua toi
d van phong trong bay thang qua lam trg ly cd nhan khong
hé dugc ba ghi nhan? Hoadc t6i thi thao qua khé khi€n ba
khong nghe dugc? Tai sao ba khdong hoi t6i ngay vé bai phé
binh nha hang, va t6i dd nhan dudc tin nhan clda ba sai dat
mua d6 si mdi chua, hay moi th& cho b{ra tiéc t6i nay da
san sang? Ba xU su nhu trong hop thang mdy nay ngoai ba
ra khong con sinh vat nao khac - it nhat la sinh vat nao
dadng dé ba chu y dén.

Sau chung moét phdt, t6i nhan ra thang may chua
chuyén dich dudc phan nao tur khi toi budc vao. Oi lay chua!
Cé nghia la ba d3 thdy tdi, va chdc mam |a tdi s€ nhan nut
|én tang. Song to6i lai chodng vang di’ng ngay ra. Toi lam |ét
vGi tay nhan nut s& mudi bay, ludn san sang dgi s&m sét
giang xud6ng dau. Nhung ngoai viéc thang may vuat 1én cao,
khong co gi xay ra ca; chac la ba khong nhan ra la ching
toi tir ndy d&ng im tai cho.
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Tang nam, sau, bay... thoi gian nhu kéo dai vo tan,
khong gian tinh lang lam tai t6i U Ién: rot cudc toi thu hét
cam dam nhin Ién va thay Miranda dang quan sat téi tu
chan dén dau. Ba dua mat diém nhién quét tir giay I1én quéan
va ao, lén ti€p mat va téoc nhung khong nhin vao mat toi.
Anh mét cua ba bdo hiéu su kinh tdm vé cam cua cac canh
sat chai li trong may xé-ri phim hinh su khi thdy xac chét
bét nhé mau me th& moét tram. T6i thoadng diém qua xem cb
ly do gi dé ba phan U'ng nhu vdy: sé mi ngdn tay ki€u quén
su, quan bo Seven mdi tinh, dudc bén quang cao tang vi toi
lam viéc & Runway, xang dan den c6 gét tucong dobi thap
(n@m phén) - ddi duy nh&t phai bdt hay giay thé thao hay
gidy ludi cho phép téi modi ngay bdn [An, hodc nhiéu hon,
chay sang Starbucks ma chan khdong é &m dau. Thudng
ngay tdi van c6 xd giay Jimmy Choo cua Jeffy dua cho,
nhung moi tudn mot 1an chan tdi réo ddi nghi ngai. Toc toi
md&i gdi va cubn thanh bui tré nai nhung khéo 1éo hét nhu
Emily van l1am, mdéng tay tdi tuy khong son mau song bu lai
rat dai va trong tucng dGi uva mat. Lan cao nach cudi clng
cling chua dén bdn mudi tdm ti€ng. Kiém tra da mat vira roi
cling khong thay mun nhot gi cad. Mat dong h6 deo tay
Fossil cia toi quay vao phia trong, dé phong ai dé thoat
nhin 1d nhédn ra mac ngay. T6i cdn than s& tay phai xem
quai nit v c6 hé ra & dau khong. Vay thi sao? Tai sao ba ay
nhin to6i nhu vay?

Tang 12, 13, 14... Thang mdy ding lai dé 16 mot khu Ié
tan trang toat dén choi mat va moét cé gai toan budc vao.
Nhung khi thdy Miranda c6 hot hoang bat ngudgc trd lai.

"0, toi, a..” cd 1&p bap. Trong ndi kinh hoang, c6 ngd
quanh tim moét cd thodi thac dé khoi phai budc vao dia nguc
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ca nhan cua chung téi. Trong tham tam t6i chidc c6 thoat
khoi ch6n nay, tuy néu cé ai ciing vao thi tat nhién dé chiu
hon cho tdi. “Thdi chét, tdi quén méat cudn anh dem kiém
tra roi,” roét cudc c6 cling ndy ra mot cG va quay phat trén
déi Manolo gét cao 1énh khénh nguy hiém dé bién maét.
Miranda c6 vé khéng dé y gi. Clra dong lai.

15, 16, r6i cudi cung cling dén tang 17! Trudc clra thang
may la moét nhédm trg ly thdi trang cua Runway dang voi va
di 1ay thulc |4. Diet Coke va rau tron, nghia la di an trua.
Nhirng khudén mat xinh dep, tré trung va khiép sg. Thiéu
chit nita thi ho gidm dap Ién nhau d€ md dudng cho
Miranda. bam dbéng tach ra & gilra, ba ngudi tranh sang trai,
hai nguGi sang phai, va nit hoang ha c6 di vao chinh gilra.
Moi ngudi im lang ngo theo ba, t6i bam theo Miranda vi
cling chang thé€ lam khac. Déng nao ba &y cling chang budn
dé y, tdi nghi bung. Ndi theo cdm nghi cua tdi thi chdng toi
da chiju dung nhau cd mdt tudn 1& ngdt ngat trong cai hop
bé xiu tén la van phong nay ma ba a8y c6 nhan ra su cé mat
cla tb6i dau. Nham to, vua ra khoi thang may Miranda quay
sang nhin toi.

“Aan-dree-aa?” Giong ba bdp vun su im Idng cang thang
trong phong. Toi khdng tra IGi, vi nghi d6 chi la mot kiéu
ndi. Nhung ba dai.

“Aan-dree-aa?”

“Vang, Miranda?”
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“Chi di dép cua ai thé kia?” Ba ch6ng nhe moét tay vao
mang sudn va nhin téi cham cham. Thang may da trdi tuot
di mat, khéng dem theo 1T trg ly thdi trang dang ngan ngudi
ditng dé vi r6t cudc cling nhin thay - va nghe thay -
Miranda bang xudng bang thit. T6i cdm thdy sau cap mat
dan vao d6i chadn minh, vira day thdi van con thay dé chiu
nhung dudi cap mat soi moi cia nam trg ly thdi trang va
mot nr hoang moét thi né dang ram ran ngla ngay phat
dién Ién.

Su lung tung nay sinh tU chuyén di thang may cung
nhau (lan dau tién!) va ching dy cap mat dén vao lam té
liét tri oc toi: vi vay toi hiéu sai cdu hoi cia Miranda, tudng
ba hoi loai giay nao.

“A, dép nay ha?” Toi tra IGi va khi da bubc mém ndi ra
roi mdi nhan ra cau 8y khong chi vo I&, ma don gian Ia qua
doc dia. May con bé kia cuGi ré Ién va lap tdc thu hat con
thinh ng cua Miranda.

“T6i khdng hiéu vi sao dai da s6 cac trg ly thdi trang cua
toi c6 vé khong bi€t lam gi tét hon la ng6i 1€ d6i mach nhu
may dda tré con.” Ba tré ngdn tay vao tung co, bdi vi co bi
gi sing vao dau thi ba cling khéng biét dudc 1dy mot tén
trong so ho.

“Chi!” Ba cao giong ndi véi mot c6 mdi tinh cé 1€ lan dau
tién trong ddi thdy mat sép. “Chung tdi tuyén chi vao day
dé tan phép hay dé dat quan do chup anh?” Cé gai cui dau
va dinh m& miéng xin 16i, nhung Miranda d3 quay sang
ngudi ti€p theo.

“Con chi!” Ba ti€n sang Jocelin, ngudi c6 cap bac cao
nhat trong dam trg ly thdi trang va dudc tat ca cac bién tap
vién yéu mén. “Chi c6 nghi la hang triéu c6 gai khac mudn
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lam viéc cua chi va cling thao vé thdi trang nhu chi?” Ba lui
mot budc, quan sat nhirng ngudGi dirng trudc ba tu dau dén
chan, thdi gian du 1au dé& moi ngudi tu thdy minh béo, x&u
va dn mac vung V&, roi xua ho vé ban minh. Dau cui gam,
gat 18y gat dé, thanh that ngugng nghiu xin 16i, cidc co gai
x6 nhau chay vé phong thdi trang — dé€ lai tdi mot minh. Lai
mot minh, vd&i Miranda.

“Aan-dree-aa! T6i khdng thé cho phép trg ly cua tdi noi
giong ay vdi toi,” ba giai thich va quay vé hudng clua vao
hanh lang. T6i c6 nén di theo khong? Hy vong Eduardo,
Sophy hay mot trong s6 trg ly da kip thgi thong bdo cho
Emily la Miranda dén.

“Miranda, t6i..."

“Du r6i,” Ba dung & clra va nhin t6i. “Chi di dép cua ai
thé kia?” Ba nhac lai cdu hoi. Giong ba khong bao trudc
diém lanh.

TOi dua mat kiém tra 1an nira déi xang dan den va nghi
cach giadi thich cho ngudi dan ba thanh lich nhat Tay ban
cau rang tbéi dang xo ddi dép cua Ann Taylor Loft. Li€c nhin
mat ba, toi biét im di la han.

“T6i mua & TAdy Ban Nha,” toi vOi ndi va nhin di chd
khac. “Trong mot clra hiéu dé thuong & Barcelona, ngay
canh Las Rablas. O d8y c6é ca xé ri cia nha tao mét.” Khi
that, doi giay nay toi 16i & dau ra ay nhi?

Ba nghiéng dau, dé ndm tay trudc miéng. Qua cua kinh
toi nhin thay James di t&i, nhung nhin thay Miranda la quay
got bién lubn. “Aan-dree-aa, dép nay khbéng chap nhan
dugc. Cac cb gai cua toi la bo mat cua tap chi Runway, va
loai dép nay khong phu hgp vdi thong diép ma tdéi mudn
quang ba. Chi tim trong kho quan ao mot dobi tur té. Va di
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|8y ca phé cho t6i.” Anh mét ba rdi toi, chuyén sang phia
clra, cho dé&n khi tdi hi€u la phai chay t8i mé cira ra. Ba luét
qua clra di vé van phong, khong mdét I6i cam on. DE di 14y
ca phé, toi can tién va thubc 13, nhung khong can dén muc
phai lach bach di theo ba nhu mot con vit ngoan ngoan. TOi
ra thang may. Nam dollar cho mot cdc ca phé sita thi cé thé
muon cua Eduardo, va bao thudc Ia mdi sé dudc Ahmed ghi
vao hda don Runway nhu 6ng van lam méay thang nay. Tdi
da tudng co thé 1ang Idng rut lui, song ti€ng ba da bép vao
gay toi nhu IuGi xéng.

“Aan-dree-aa!”

“Vang, Miranda,” t6i ding sirng lai, quay nhin ba.

“Bai phé binh nha hang ma tbéi bao chi ki€Em da cé trén
ban t6i chua?”

“A, vang, thu that 1a toi cé van dé khi tim nd. Téi da goi
dién cho tat ca cac bao, khong tG nao dang mot bai phé
binh v& nha hang chau A nao trong tuan qua. Ba cé tinh cd
con nhd nha hang tén gi khong a?” Bat giac tdi nin thd doi
dgt tan cong mdi.

Dudng nhu ba khéng dé tdm dén IGi giadi thich clha tdi, vi
ba van tiép tuc di v& phia v8n phong. “Aan-dree-aa, toi d3
ndi v4i chi 1a bai nay & td Post, chang I&€ lai kho tim dén
th&?” Va ba bién mat. O td Post? Sang sém nay t6i vira ndi
chuyén vdéi ngudi viét phé binh nha hang & dd, anh ta trang
trong thé vdi tbi la ¢ bao ay khong c6 bai phé binh nao nhu
t6i miéu ta, hon nira ca tuan vira roi khdng cé 1€ khai truagng
nao dang ké. Ba nay 1&m cdm thét roi, va toi lai la d’ra gic
dau chiu bang.

Vao gid nay thi mua ca phé rat nhanh, téi tu cho phép
minh mudi phat dé goi dién cho Alex. Bing mudi hai gid
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rudi la anh di an trua. May qua, toi tuim dudc anh & sb di
dong ch& khong phai lang nhang ndi chuyén véi cac gido
vién khac.

“Bé cung, hom nay thé nao r6i?” Giong anh vui vé dén
kha nghi, khién téi phai that kiém ché dé khbéng phat cau
|én.

“Cho dén phut nay thi kinh khing nhu moi hom, sudng
1dm. HOmM nay em méat nam tiéng dé di tim mot bai bdo chi
ton tai trong tri tudng tudng quy quai cua mot ngudi tha
chét ch& khéng nhan 1a minh nhdm I4n. COn chd anh thi
sao?”

“A, hdm nay rat tuyét. Anh d3 k& cho em vé Shauna
chua nhi?” T6i gat dau, tat nhién la anh khéng nhin thay.
Shauna la mot trong nhitng hoc tro tro cua Alex va cho dén
nay chua ndéi mot I0i nao trong I8p. Alex da gay ap luc, hira
thuédng qua va ndi chuyén lau vdi c6 bé nhung khéng két
qua gi. Anh gan nhu phat cudng 1én khi c6 bé chin tudi nay
xuat hién & I6p hdm dau tién, do mot nhan vién cong tac xa
hoi dua dén va trudc dé chua hé thay moét I6p hoc tur bén
trong. T’ dé anh nung nau y dinh gitp né.

“CU nhu la con bé khéng ngam miéng lai dugc nira! Hat
mot chut thoi. HOm nay anh mdi mot ca si nhac folk dén
day choi ghi ta véi bon tré, va Shauna hat theo ngay. Nhu
I6p bang da bi pha tan, n6é ndéi chuyén véi moi ngudi, khdng
nghi. N6 biét ti€ng Anh. V&n tu tuang thich vdi Ifa tudi, nd
hoan toan va tuyét doéi binh thudng!” Niém phan khich cua
anh lay sang toi, khi€n téi phai mim cudi, va doét nhién thay
nhé anh. Cd tham bat ngd tb6i qua rat thd vi, nhung nhu
thudng 1& tdi qua mét madi dé cd thé gdp vui. Gilra hai chiing
toi cd mot thoéa thuan khong ndi ra IGi va lang |é dgi cho hét
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han tu, hét ndm nd 1é nay di, roi moi chuyén sé lai tiép dién
nhu ngay xua. M3c du vay, téi vAn nhd anh, va van thay
bt rit vi chuyén Christian.

“Chic mirng anh! Khdng phai vi anh can su khang dinh
cho kha nang su pham kiét xuat cia minh, dé [a mac nhién!
Chéc la anh dang vui 1am.”

“U, cuc vui.” Toi nghe tiéng chudng & hau trudng.

“Anh @i, anh van gilt hen gdp nhau t8i nay day ch(?” Toi
hoi, mong manh hy vong la anh chua c6 ké hoach nao khac.
Sang sém nay, khi t6i loang choang ra khdi giuGng va Ié bo
xuong dau nhic vao phong tam, anh goi vdi theo la anh sé
mugn bang video, dat d6 an va nghi ngagi thoai mai. T6i [am
bam dap mot cach mia mai khong can thiét Ia anh nén nghi
ra tro gi hay hon cho chinh minh, vi dang nao thi cling tan
nira dém t6i md@i vé va lan dung ra giuong, va it nhat thi
mo&t trong hai ching t6éi nén tdn hudng cudc séng vao budi
t6i th(r Sau. Lac nay toi chi mubén ndi vdi anh rang toi buc
minh vé Miranda, vé Runway va vé chinh minh ch& khong
tai anh, va téi khong tudng tugng ra thud vui nao I6n haon la
mudi 1am ti€éng dong ho lién dugc luGi nhac nam trén sofa
va au yém vdi anh.

“Di nhién,” giong anh c6 vé bi bat ngd, nhung vui vé.
“Anh cé thé& dgi & nha em, r6i minh nghi xem lam gi. Cho
dén lic em v& anh tan gau vdi Lily.”

“Thé thi qua hay. Bdo c6 8y ké hét vé dd6 dé nho cua
Freud cho ma nghe.”

“Vé ai?”

“Khong quan trong. Anh i, em phai di day. Em khodng
dudc phép bat nit hoang dgi ca phé l1au hon nira. T6i nay
nhé, em sot rudt roi day.”
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Eduardo dé t6i qua rao bao vé sau hai lan hat diép khic cla
“We Didn’t Start the Fire” (t6i tu chon), con Miranda dang
mai ndi chuyén khi téi dat ca phé |én goc tan cung bén trai
ban gidy. Phan thd&i gid con lai trong bubi chiéu tdi géy su
v@i tat ca trg ly va bién tap & New York Post ma t6i vé dudc
qua dién thoai va cO giai thich la t6i biét ro td bao cua ho
hon chinh ho, va téi chi mudén xin moét ban sao nho bé cua
bai phé binh nha hang chau A ra mét hém qua ma thai.

“Thua chi, to6i da ndi ca chuc lan va ndi thém lan nira:
chung téi khéng cé bai phé binh nha hang nao. TOi biét ba
Prestly la nguG dién dién va khong hé nghi ngd chuyén ba
ay day doa moi ngudi nhu dudi dia nguc, nhung t6i khong
thé bia ra moét bai bdo khi nd khdng cé thuc. Rd chl a?” Bé
la cau chot cua mot cong tac vién tu do muc Chuyén via he
bi cr di tim bai bdo &y dé tdi hét qudy ray. Anh ta rat kién
nhan va nhiét tinh, nhung y chi 1am viéc thién cta anh ciing
c6 han. Emily dang ban luan vGi moét phdng vién tu do muc
nha hang cua td Post, va James sau khi bi t6i xin xo6 cling
goi mot anh ban cli dang lam viéc & phong quang cdo, biét
déu anh ta cling cé thé gilp dudc. Pa ba gid chiéu roi, va
Miranda da héi tu hém qua: 1an dau tién to6i khong cung cap
dudc ngay thd ba mudn.

“Emily!” Cé ti€ng Miranda goi tUr can phong sang sua va
than thién cua ba.

“Vang, Miranda?” Chung téi dong thanh tra IGi va bat
day, khong ro ba goi ai.

“Emily, t6i nghe chi vua ndi chuyén vGi bén td Post?”
Emily thuc thd phao ngoi phich xuéng ghé.

“Vang, Miranda, téi vira dat may. Téng cbng tdi da noi
chuyén vdi ba ngudi, va ho bao dam chac chan la trong
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tuan vua qua ho khong hé c6 lay moét bai bao nao vé nha
hang chdu A & Manhattan ca. Cé thé bdo ding & sb trudc
dé?” T6i da ra dén trudc ban ba, ludn d6i chadn - gid da
dudc nang cao thém mudi phan - va cui dau quan sat doi
xang dan Jimmy Choo den ma Jeffy cudi nhéch mép 1ay cho
toi tu kho trang phuc ra.

“Manhattan?” Lam sao c6 thé& vida ngd ngac vira thinh nd
nhu vay nhi? “Ai ndi v&i chi vé Manhattan?”

GiC dén lugt téi nga ngac.

“Aan-dree-aa, tdi d3 ndi vGi chi t6i thi€u nam lan 1a bai
phé binh ndi vé mo6t nha hang & Washington ma chi phai dat
ban cho t6i ¢ dé trong tuan tdi.” Ba nghiéng dau, nhéch moi
thanh moét nu cudi - khdéng thé ndi khac dugc - doc Ac.
“Chinh xac la thd thach nao trong du an nay vugt qua suc
chi vay?”

Washington? Ba da ndi vdi t6i nam lan la nha hang &
Washington? To6i khong tin. Hoac la ba mat tri, hai la ba co
niém vui tan bao khi ngam toi trong qua trinh mat tri.
Nhung chac téi mdi la d6 ngbc nhu ba nghi, vi toi lai md
miéng khong suy nghi.

"0, Miranda, téi khad chic chdn Ia New York Post khdng
cé bai nao vé nha hang & Washington ca. Nhu toi biét, ho
chi dén xem va binh luan cac nha hang mdi khai truong &
New York."”

“Chuyén ti€u lam ha, Aan-dree-aa? Chi nghi la minh
khoi hai Iam a?” Nu cudi cta ba vut bi€n mat, ba ruén ngudi
tGi trudc trong tu thé ngoi, khi€n toi lién tudng d€n con kén
kén ddi dang so6t ruét dao vong trén con maoi.

“Khong, Miranda, a, tbi chi nghi la...”
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“Aan-dree-aa, toi da giai thich can ké hang chuc lan la
bai phé binh ma tdi tim & trén t& Washington Post. C6 thé
chi da nghe ndi vé tG bao tep nhep nay rbéi chang? Gidng
nhu New York c6 tG New York Times, Washington D.C. cling
cd bdo riéng cta minh. Chi c6 hi€u mdéi lién quan &y
khong?” Nghe ba khdng giéu cgt chut nao nita, thay vao dé
la giong hét sic ké ca, ti€p nira chi con la ndi vdi tdi kiéu
bap be tré con.

“Toi ki€m ngay,” toi c¢6 ndi binh tinh nhu van cé thé va
lang 1€ ra ngoai.

“A nay, Aan-dree-aa?” Tim tbi ndy xoc, da day nhoi Ién
vi phai dgi ci bat ngd mdi. “T6i x&p chi lam 1& tdn & budi
tiéc t6i nay. Cham hét.”

T6i nhin qua Emily, c6 ng6i dan ra va nhitng n€p nhan
trén tran c6 cho thay cb6 diéng ngudi nhu chinh toi.

“T6i nghe cé6 dung khong day?” T6i thi tham vd&i Emily.
CO chi gat dau va ra hiéu t6i ra géc c6 ngoi.

“T6i da lo chuyén ay xay ra,” cb6 thi tham day quan trong
nhu mot bac si phdu thudt phai thdng bdo véi gia quyén
bénh nhén |& md& phanh khoang nguc ra sé thdy moét diéu
khung khiép.

“Khéng thé thé dudgc. Bay gid 1a bdn gid chiéu th{ Sau.
Tiéc bat dau 14c bay gid. B4t budc phai mdc d6 dai 1€. Ba &y
khdong thé x&p tbi lam & d6 dudc.” T6i ngd vuc nhin vao
dong ho va cb6 nhd tung IGi Miranda vua noi.

“Cé chur, sép ndi nghiém tuc day,” c6 ndi va nhac dién
thoai. “Toi s€ giup chi, okay? Bay gio chi di tim bai phé binh
trong Washington Post va nOp ban copy cho sép trudc khi
ba 8y di. Yuri sdp chd ba 8y vé nha lam toc va trang diém.
T6i kiEm cho chi ao dai va nhitng d6 khac ma chi sé can toéi
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nay. bung lo. Ching minh sé lam xong tat.” Cé nhac s6 dién
v@i téc do0 sing may va thi thao vao may cac Iénh nghe rat
khan thiét. T6i dirng duc ra nhin cd, cho dén khi c6 - khéng
ngang |én - ph&y tay vé phia tdi va chdp nhodng dua toi vé
thuc tai.

“Di di,” c6 khé ndi va dua mat sang t6i mot anh nhin
mang chidt cam thong v6 cung hiém hoi. Va toi di.
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14

“Céu khéng thé di taxi dén dé dugc,” Lily néi trong khi
téi vung vé cham mascara Maybelline Great Lash md&i mua
l&n mi. “Day 1a mdt dai I8, cdu phai goi xe di, trdi a.” Cob
quan sat toi thém mot phut roi giat 1dy que chudbt dinh day
mau va can than chuét 1én mi mat toi.

“Cé 18 cdu ndi dung.” Toi thd dai, van dién dau khi nghi
dén tdi th(r SAu cla téi di tong, chi d€ khodc dd dai Ié chao
dén may bon nha qué giau x6i tir Georgia va Bac hay Nam
Carolina Ién va mim cudi gia dbi v8i nhirng khuén mat danh
phédn vung vé. Sau khi dugc tin, téi con ding ba tiéng dé
kiEm do dai, mua son phan, mac d6 Ién ngudi va tung hé
moi k& hoach cho cudi tuan, két qua la trong khi cuéng quyt
vOi vd dd quén han chuyén xe co.

May man thay, di lam cho mot trong nhirng tap chi thdoi
trang I6n nhat trong nudc cling co Igi thé (mo6t cdng viéc ma
hang triéu c6 gai xin chét dé dudc nhén!) Bdng 4 gid 20 toi
la ba chu kiéu hanh ngan han clla mot chi€c do dai Oscar de
la Renta den cham gét, do Jeffy hao hiép xuat kho cho -
ong chu cua kho quan do va ngudi say mé tat ca nhirng gi
thubéc vé phdi yéu (“"Nay ngudi dep, da mac dé da hodi thi
phai |a Oscar, thé thdi. Nao, dung xdu ho, tut quan ra va
th(r d6 nay cho Jeffy xem.” Khi t6i mdé khuy, anh rung minh.
Toi hdi anh, chéng 1& co thé ban khda than cla t6i [am anh
ngan dén thé, anh trd IGi, tat nhién la khong; cai lam anh
ngan la xi lip cta t6i han ra ngoai quan). Cac trg ly thdi
trang da mang dén mot do6i Manolo mau nhi bac dung co&
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chan tbi, va mot c6 ¢ phong phu kién dua chi€c tui mau bac
Judith Leiber qua u diém dua, cé quai dai bing xich mdi khi
chuyén ddng lai rung 1én xing xoang. Téi rut ré ngd y xin
chiéc vi dam kep nach loai gian di cua Calvin Klein, nhung
cO ta chi khit mdi khinh bi va ép t6i dung tdi nay. Stef con
luGng Iu, li€éu téi c6 nén deo moét day chuyén ngan hay dai,
con Allison, vira dugc thdng chlc bién tép vién thdm my,
bam [dy chiéc dién thoai va goi cho tdi moét nhan vién vé
mong tay dén tan van phong.

“C6 ay dgi chi luc 5 gid kém 15 & phong hop,” Allison
bao cho t6i qua may noi bd. “Chi mac d6 den a? Thé thi doi
mau Chanel Ruby Red. Cong ty tra tién.”

Cad van phong nhdn nhao han |én, cét chi dé tdi xuét
hién tuong d6i tor t€ tai budi tiéc t6i nay. Mot diéu chac
chan: ho bay tro mua r6i nay hoan toan khong phai vi thay
toi dang yéu va xinh dep hoac khong tudng tugng ra viéc gi
hay hon la gilp toi trong IUc r6i ren: ma ho biét chac rang y
tudng ky khoéi nay la cia Miranda, vay nén phai hang hai
chdng minh cho ba biét kha ndng cia minh vé thdm my va
phong cach.

Trudc khi rgi khoi nha, téi di lai trong phong trén doi
Manolo cao mudi phan Iénh khénh, hon Ién tran Alex. Anh
hdu nhu khéng ngdng 1&n khdi t& tap chi dang doc.

“Nhat dinh em sé vé trudc mudi mot gid, sau d6 minh cé
thé di &n uéng & dau dé, okay? R&t ti€c cd chuyén xen vao,
that day. Néu anh mudn di chai vdi cac ban thi goi dién cho
em, cO thé em gdp bon anh & dau day, okay?” Nhu da hira,
anh rgi khoi truéng la dén ngay dé tdi nay & cung tdi, va to
ra khong phan khai [am khi nghe tin t6i nay sé dudc nghi
ngdi thoai mai, nhung khéng cé mat téi. Luc nay anh ngoi
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ngoai ban cong canh phong tbi, doc moét s6 Vanity Fair cli
nam 13n 16c trong phong, uéng mot chai bia ma Lily dé san
trong tu lanh cho khach. T6i chgt nhan ra la anh khong ngoi
cung Lily.

“Lily dau?” T6i hoi. “Co6 ay khong di hoc, va em biét la ca
mua he nay khong lam thd Sau.”

Alex ubng mot ngum bia va nhdn vai. “"Clra phong c6 ay
dong, nhung lic ndy anh thay coé thang cha di lai & day.”

“Mét thang cha? Anh cd nhd vai ddc diém khéng? Kiéu
ngudi gi?” Ké trom a? Hay tay d6 dé nho cua Freud rot cubc
da dugdc mai dén?

“Anh khong biét, nhung trong han hai ky di. Xam minh,
x6 khuyén, ngé ngéo, khdng thiéu th& gi. Chang ré cd dy 16i
han tir dau vé?” Anh Iang I1€ uéng thém mot ngum nira.

T6i cang khong ro Lily gap han & dau, t6i qua lic mudi
mot gid dém toi con dé cd lai v8i mdt ngudi hét sic lich
thiép tén la William, ma William thi, nhu t6i danh gia, khong
cd dang ngé ngdo hay xam tré day minh.

“Alex, anh ndi nghiém tdc xem nao! Chdng I1&€ c6 mot
thdng lvu manh quanh quén trong can hd em, bat ké dudgc
mdi hay khéng, ma anh khdéng thém dé y? Bubn cudi that!
Minh phai lam gi ch&,” t6i ndi, ddng day khodi ghé va ngac
nhién, nhu moi khi, tai sao su chuyén dich trong luc khdng
lam sap ca ban cong.

“Binh tinh nao, Andy. Luu manh thi chan chan khdéng
phadi” Anh gid ti€p mdt trang. “Cé thé mdt dang Punk-
Grunger [chi nhung nguGi cd cach sbng bén &, ky quai]
cling nén, nhung khong phai luu manh.”

“Hay, hay that day. Anh day di cung em xem cé chuyén
gi, hay dinh ngb6i ca dém & day?”
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Anh van trdnh dnh mat t6i, cudi cling thi toi cling hiéu ra
la anh phan nao buc minh vi budi t6i nay. Di nhién, khdng
phai ban, nhung chinh t6i cling buc minh vi phai lam viéc va
cling khéng cé lua chon nao khac. “"N€u can gi thi em c goi
dién cho anh.”

“Thoéi dudc,” tdi ndi xung va chun bj s&n sang t&n cong
vao phong bén. “Anh chdng can ban tdm khi thdy em nam
bét nhé trén san nha tam. That day, chuyén vat ma..”

Toi di lai sam sap trong nha va tim ki€m dau hiéu ching
td c6 ngudi trong phong thuc su. Vat duy nhat dap vao mat
t6i la mot chai “Ketel One” da can trong bdn rira tay. Chang
|& Lily t’r nra dém dén gid da kip mua mot chai vodka va tu
sach? T6i go clra phong cb6. Khéng ai tra I8i. GO lan nira, lau
han, moét giong dan O6ng ndoi “cé ngudi go cua kia”. Ddgi
khong thay ai ra, tdi xoay nam clra.

“Cé ai trong phong khong?” T6i dinh khéng ngd vao
phong, nhung chi gilr y dinh dé dugc ndm gidy. Anh mat toi
quét qua hai quan bo quang btra nam dudi san, mot nit vu
treo Iing 1dng & ghé& dau, va gat tan day mau thudc khién
ca phong hdi xi nhu sau mdt budi lién hoan sinh vién. ROi
tdi nhin thdng vao giudng, cd ban than nhat cua tbi ndm
nghiéng quay lung ra, khéng manh che than. Bén canh cb la
mot tay nom 6m yé€u, vét mo6 hoi phia trén moi, toc tai dinh
bé&t. V6 s& hinh x3m ngo&n ngo&o nhu chim |an di trong vai
trai giuGng xanh cua Lily. Mot vong khuyén xé qua I6ng
may, tai deo day kim loai I1ap lanh, va hai gai kim loai mai
dau choc ra tir cdm. May ma g& mac quan sooc lirng, nhung
trong nd ban thiu, cli va ghé tdm dén ndi tha tdi thdy g3
tran truéng con haon - vé ly thuyét. Ga khoan khoai rit mot
hagi thubc va gat dau vé phia toi.
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“Chao,” ga nédi va vay diéu thudc. “Bdéng clra lai dugc
khong, c6 ban?”

Gi cg? C6 ban a? Thing cha ngudi Uc nh&ch nhac nay
dinh ldo toét vdi t6i?

“May hut crack?” Viéc gi phai gia v4 lich su nira. T6i dau
c6d sd. Ga nhd haon toi, chua dén sau mudi can. Xét tinh
canh hién tai thi chuyén té nhét cé thé xay ra la hdn dung
vao toi. Tudng tudng ra canh han cham vao Lily khién toi
rung minh, nhung cd ban than nhat cla téi van binh yén
thiém thi€p trong vong tay che chd cua ga. “May tuédng may
la ai ¢ day? Pay la nha tao, may bién khoi day di, ngay lap
tdc!” Toi cao giong, dudc thic ddy bdi ap luc thdi gian: toi
con ding moét tiéng d€ chudn bi trang phuc cho budi tdi
cang thang nhat tU trudc dén nay trong su nghiép, va viéc
téng cd modt thang nghién ra khdi nha khdng hé ndm trong
k& hoach.

“Kia c6 nang, tu tu da nao,” ga thd ra va rit hoi nira.
“Khong cé vé c6 ban c6 mudn toi ra khoi day..”

“C6 8y s& mudn may ra khoi day, néu O TRANG THAI
TINH TAO, DO KHON NAN!” Téi hét 1én, rgn téc gay khi nghi
Lily — r&t c6 thé - da Iam tinh v4&i thang nay. “Tao cam doan
v@i may 1a tao nhan danh ca hai dé TONG CO MAY RA KHOI
NHA NAY!”

MOt ban tay dat |én vai toi, téi quay phat lai va thay
khuon mat Alex lo 1ang danh gia tinh thé. “Andy, em di tdm
di, dé anh lo chuyén nay, okay?” Alex khdong thé dugc goi la
vam vd&, nhung so vdi thang cha 1éo khoéo c6 bdé mat dinh
day kim loai dang ap vao lung c6 ban than nhat cua to6i thi
trong anh nhu moét dé vat chuyén nghiép.

https://thuviensach.vn



“EM. MUON,” - t6i chi thdng, khong dé hiéu nham -
“THANG. KIA. RA. KHOIL. NHA. NAY.”

“Anh biét em mudn gi. Va anh bié€t anh ay cling mudn di
khoi day roi, dung khdong anh ban?” Alex hdi v@i giong ém
diu ma ngudi ta van khuyén dung khi gdp ché dai.

“Anh ban, ding c6 1dm chuyén. Vui vé vdi Lily mot chut
thdéi ma. T6i qua & Au Bar co ay cU san vao tbi, hoi moi
ngudi ai cling biét. C6 ay chi mudbn t6i vé cung.”

“T6i khdéng nghi ngd chuyén dd,” Alex ndi diu dang. “Lily
la mo6t c6 gdi than thién lac binh thudng, nhung doéi khi co
ay qua say sua khoéng biét minh lam gi n{fa. La ban cua co
ay, t6i dé nghi, bay gid anh nén di.”

G3 nghién dui mau thudc va vung tay |én day kich tinh
ra bo lui budc: “Anh ban, khéng cé van dé gi ca. Toi tam
that nhanh va ndi véi c6 bé Lily IGi tam biét, xong r6i di
luén.” G& vung cang khoi giudng va vdi chi€c khan treo gan
ban.

Alex budc téi, giat phat khan khoi tay va nhin thadng vao
mat ga: “Khong. T6i nghi anh nén di. Ngay lap tdc!” Trong
gan ba nam quen nhau, téi chua thay Alex nhu thé bao giG.
Anh di'ng siing sitng trudc mat g& dé cho IGi canh céo cé
hi€u nghiém.

“Anh ban, dugc ro6i, toi sé di day,” ga lau bau sau khi
nhin Alex ma g& chua ding dén cam. “Dé tdi mac quén do
nhanh nhanh r6i ra cra luén.” Ga nhat chi€c quan Jeans
dudi dat va kéo chiéc T-shirt cat gau tU dudi ngudi Lily Iic
nay van khoa than. C6 cua quay va may gidy sau méi md
dugc mat.

“Dap chan cho c6 ay!” Alex quat cOc can, ro rang thich
vai tro bao vé mdi mé nay. Ga nghién ldng 1dng kéo chan
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dén vai Lily, chi d€ hd ra nhitng lon téc den quan bu xu.

“Chuyén gi thé?” Lily khan giong hoi trong khi c6 gilr
mat md. C6 quay han ngudi lai, thdy téi gian dir dirng trong
khung culra, trong khi Alex gilr tu thé tran ap va xem ga kia
gdi m3 quan &o xanh vang sac sd lai d& chudn trudc khi qua
muon. Qua muodn. C6 da nhin thay ga.

“Thang cha nao day?” C6 hdi va ngdi bat day, tham chi
khong y thic dugc la trén ngudi khdng cd6 manh che nao.
Alex va t6i bat giac ngoanh mat di, trong khi c6 hoang hét
kéo chan. Trai lai, ga nghién thém thudong nhin vao bau vu
cO.

“Cung, em khong nhd anh la ai nita hay sao?” Giong
phat &m Uc cua gd ngay cang chdi tai hon. “Dém qua em
con biét r6 [am cd ma.”

Diéu bdé gad nhu sap ngb6i xudng giudng vdi co6, nhung
li€n bi Alex tum tay xoc Ién.

“Di ra. Ngay bay gid. Khong thi tao phai giup mét tay,”
anh ra |énh, rat dang yéu va tu tin trong vai tro ngudi hung.

Ga gic hai tay va chac IuGi. “Toi di r6i. Goi dién cho anh
nhé, Lily. Dém qua em kha Iam.” G& vu nhanh khdi phong
ngu, qua phong khach, Alex theo sat chan. “Cha, con bé
hang khi€p,” t6i con nghe ga ndi vdi Alex trudc khi cla
phong sap lai. Lily chdc khéng nghe thay cau ay. Co tréo
khoi giudng va mac T-shirt.

“Lily, thdng quy nao day? T4 chua tirng thdy mot thang
ngu nao nhu thé, chua k& la con ban dén phat tém.”

C6 chdm cham lac dau, ré rang dang c6 nhd lai dd cham
tran ga kia & dau. “Tém that, cau ndéi dung, qua tédm, té
cling chang nhd chuyén gi da xay ra. T con biét t6i qua,
lic cdu di khéi va té trd chuyén v8i modt anh chang dé
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thuong nao d6 mac com Ié&. Chung t& udng vai ly
Jaegermeister, khéng ro tai sao, thé thoi.”

“Lily, cdu phai phé dén muic nao dé khéng nhing chi ngu
vGi mot thang khdon khi€p nhu vay, lai con dua ndé vé nha
bon minh nira!” T6i nghi la minh chi ndi rd lai nhitng gi xay
ra, nhung Lily tr6 mat ngac nhién.

“Cau bado la td lam tinh vd&i han?” C6 li nhi hoi, nhu
khong mudn chdp nhan su that tran trui.

T6i nhd lai Alex noi gi trudc day may thang: Lily udng
qua muc binh thudng - moi dau hiéu déu ro ca. Co thudng
xuyén bo hoc, da tirng bi bat, hdm nay con 16i mét di dang
doc nhat cd6 nhi cua giébng duc vé nha. T6i con nhd lai tin
nhan clia mot gido su nodi vao bang ghi am cho cd ngay sau
hom thi t6t nghiép: dai khai la bai viét cha c6 rat xuat sac
nhung 6ng khdéng thé cho diém tuyét dbi vi cd vdng qua
nhiéu budi thao ludn va bai nao cling ndép chdm. Tdi quyét
dinh sé& ti€p cdn mot cach can trong. “Lily yéu, t& cho rang
van dé khong phai la thang cha ay, ma la chuyén udng, dé
mdi la nguyén nhan.”

CO chai dau, va luc nay toi suc nhan ra la c6 vua ra khoi
— sau gid toi th(r Sau! C6 khong cai lai, vay toi ndi tiép.

“Vé& nguyén tac thi té khéng can chuyén udng,” tbi c6
gang noi sao cho khong pha v3 khong khi hoa binh. “Tat
nhién, té khéng ndi phai tuyét déi kiéng rugu. TS chi ngai
khi moi thr vuot khéi tdm kiém soat thdi, hi€u khdng?
Chuyén & truéng co okay khong?”

Co dinh tra IGi nhung Alex thd dau vao cuia va dua toi
chiéc dién thoai réo chudng. “Ba ay day,” anh ndi roi di ra.
Pién that! Mu gia nay qua cé nang khiéu dac biét cé thé pha
phach moi chuyén.
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“Xin 16i,” t&i ndi vai Lily va buc tirc nhin hang chir “MP DI
DONG” nh&p nhay trén man hinh. “Thudng thi ba &y chi can
mot gidy dé€ mang churi t8, vy ché quén 1a ciu dinh néi gi
nhé.” Lily dat ludgc xuéng va nhin t6i goi dién.

“Van phong Mi...” toi suyt tra IGi nhu moi lan. “Andrea
day,” toi chira lai va san sang chg dan.

“Andrea, chi biét la t6i dgi chi t6i nay ding sau rudi &
day chd?” Ba sUa vao may,bo qua cau chao hdi, xung tén
tudi hay dai loai thé.

“0, &, ba da noi lGc ndy 13 bay gid. T6i con phai..”

“To6i da ndi la sau ruGi, va ndi lai lan nlra l1a s-a-u-r-u-o-
i. RO chua?” Cach. Ngat may. T6i nhin vao déng hod. 6 giG 5.
Lam sao bay gig?

“Hai mudi lam phut nira la phai c6 mat,” tdéi ndi to cho
mMoi ngudi biét.

Lily vui mirng don cld ngat quang. “Nao, thé thi ta vao
viéc di.”

“Bon minh dang dd& chuyén, va la chuyén quan trong.
Cau vua dinh ndi gi?” Bung ca, nhung rdé rang ca hai déu
biét 1a tdm tri tdi d& & tédn ddu tdn dau. Khéng tdm nira. Toi
con ding mudi 1dm phat dé trang diém xong xudi va nhay
|én 6 tO.

“Nhanh |én, Andy, cau phai di r6i. Minh ndi chuyén ay
lan sau.”

Va lai mot 1an nita t6i khdng thé lam gi khéac la cudng
quyt lam, mach dap thinh thich: mac ao dai, chai dau sag sg,
déng thdi li€c qua td Emily in anh cac khach dén tdi nay dé
x€p cho khdp vai tén. Lily quan sat toan bd tro nay vdéi vé
khodi tra, nhung toi biét chuyén ga nghién lam c6 ay nay,
va tdi cdm thdy can rdt khi phai dé€ c6 moét minh. Alex dang
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goi dién cho cdu em nhd, c6 thuyét phuc rang me khong
phai 1a ba phu thay ddc ac khi ba cdm cdu & tudi nay di xem
phim bu6i chin gi& t6i.

T6i hén 18n méa anh tir biét; Alex huyt sdo va néi, co thé
anh sé di an t6i véi cac ban, va téi nén goi dién néu dinh
dén d6 nhap bon. Téi ra phong khach trén d6i giay Iénh
khénh, Lily dgi dé v&i mot tam lua den hoanh trang. T6i dua
mat do hoi.

“Khan quang cho bubi t6i trong dai cia cdu,” c6 véo von
va x6 tung nd ra nhu khén trai giudng. “Andy cla td phai
dién tung birng nhu bon nha giau 16 méng tr Carolina ma
t6i nay cau phai phuc vu. Ba té tang té trudc day may nam
day, nhan dip ddm cudi clda Eric. TG van bdn khodn khdng
bi€t x€p nd vao hang sang trong hay nha qué nira. Nhung
no hgp véi dd dai 18, va cla Chanel nifa, thé 1a du.”

Toi 6m cb. “Hlra vdi té la néu td bi Miranda sa thai vi an
noi that thd thi cau sé doét cai ao dai nay va cho té mac lai
d6 bo cua Brown nhé. Hira dil”

“Trong cau rat dep, Andy. T8 khong ngd coé ngay dugc
ching ki€n cau mac d6 Oscar de la Renta dén du tiéc cua
Miranda Priestly, nhung trong cdu xing dang lam, gid thi
nhanh chan Ién.”

CO an vao tay toi cdi tui Judith Leiber ruc rd ghé tédm vdi
quai xich 1ing 1ang va md clra ra sanh: “Vui vé nhé!”

O t6 ddi trudc nha. Trong khi 1ai xe md san cura thi John,
hién than cla su 16 mang cao cép, huyt sdo sau lung toi.

“Cho bon nd do van hét di, c6 em,” 6ng goi vGi theo va
cudng diéu vay tay. “T8i mudn lai gdp nhau nhé.” T4t nhién
ong ta khong biét t6i di dau, nhung cling la moét an Ui khi
ong nghi 13 toi vé trudc bira sdng. Cé thé khéng dén ndi té
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dau, to6i nghi bung va tha nguGi xuéng chiéc ghé dém réng
rai cua chiéc Limousine. Nhung luc do xo0a Ién gbi va lung
toi cham phai I68p da lanh toat thi téi lai giat minh. Néu moi
viéc té nhu mi van nghi?

Pgi dén khi tai x& nhay khoi xe va chay vong quanh dé
md cla thi téi da ra dén via he tu lau.

Toi da tdi bao tang Withney moét 1an, theo tua tham
quan thang cdnh trong moét ngay cung vdéi me va Jill. Ban
than bao tang khong ggi ra héi tudng nao, nhung nhin thay
clfa ra vao nhu cay cau thi téi nhdg lai ngay. Ngay ay con la
dlra tré mudi bén tudi, tdi ding gan hai mudi phat trén 16i
di nay nhin xuéng thém dudi, noi dan Upper East Side giau
cé va dan ngoai tinh giau cé ding Ian 16n. T4t cd co vé dang
tranh ludn day tin cdy va hd hdi vé trién I3m kién tric mang
tinh cdch mang hay bd anh den tréang doc ddo ciia mot nha
nhiép anh déng tinh tré tubi. Ho trd chuyén véi nhau mot
cach nhe nhang va di lai vGi vé tin cay ma t6i, dda tré mdi
I6n, khong cdm nhéan dudc va chac chan khong mubén cam
nhan.

TOi qua that co ly. HOm nay, mudi lam sau, su khac biét
duy nhét gitra hai thdi diém 1a gid tién clia bd canh tdi mac
trén nguGi. Va d0 cao cua goét giay, tat nhién. T6i suy tinh
nhanh, trudc tién la phang doéi giay qua 16i di, sau dé chinh
t6i, nhung moét con tinh nhdm cho biét ngay tdi chi cd thé
tan pha mot xudng banh che hay moét 6ng déng ma thai,
khong du dé thodi thac du budi 1& t6i nay. Khdng con su lua
chon nao nira, toi 18y hai that sdu, ndm chat tay dé kim y
dinh hut di€u thubc cubi cung va rat thanh son moi
Fudgsicle ra. Ba dén gid vao vai mot quy ba.
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Ngudi gac cira md& cuira cho t6i, mim cudi va hai cui lung,
chac cho t6i la khach mai.

“Xin chao chi. Nhat dinh chi la Andrea. Mdi chi ng6i dgi
mot 1at & chd kia, Ilana sé& dén ngay.” Xay lung lai phia toi,
6ng kin ddo ndi vao micro & tay ao va gat dau khang dinh
khi cé tiéng tra IGi trong tai nghe. “Vang, dung a, & bén kia,
thua chi. Ilana dén ngay.”

T6i ngd quanh trong tién sanh, khong mudén bi chinh s(ra
lai ao dai sau khi ngb6i. Vi lai, bao gid cho c6 dip vao bao
tang Whitney - hay bat c& bao tang nao dé - sau giG mé
clra va la ngudi duy nhat? Quay ban vé tréng vang, phong
ban sach & tang trét téi dén, nhung cam giac gi do6 trong dai
dién ra & tAng trén thi r& mon mot.

Sau gan mudi Idm phut ngd quanh, ludn can than khoéng
di qua xa ngudi gac canh giac nhu moét &ng clr vién CIA,
mot ngudi phu nir khéng cé gi néi bat trong do dai xanh
ducong di qua tién sanh choang 16n vé phia téi. Toi ngac
nhién vi bé ngoai gian di cua ngudi cd vai tro quan trong
nhu vay (t6 chic céc su kién 18n trong bao tang). Lap tuc
toi thay minh 6 bich, nhu mo6t con bé nha qué dién ngat
ngay di da hdi, nhung thuc ra toi nao cé khac gi? Ilana thi
ngudc lai khdng nhat thi€t phai thay b6 d6 van phong. Sau
nay toi hoi co chuyén doé.

“PE& lam gi?” CO cudi. “Moi ngudi dén day cod phai dé
xem toi dau?” Mai toc nau cua c6 mdi gobi, nhung khong cé
gi dac biét, va doi giay nau thap goét thi cuc lac mot. Nhung
cap mat xanh cla c6 sang ngdi va than mat, va toi biét
ngay la minh sé mén co.

“Chi la Ilana a?” Linh tinh cho t6i biét trong lUc nay toi
nén chu déng ndi trudc va lam chu tinh thé. “Téi la Andrea,
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trg ly cia Miranda, t6i dén day dé lam moi viéc khi can.”

Nhin c6 diu han lo au, t6i mudn hdi ngay Miranda da noi
gi v3@i c6. Khd nang nay thi vo6 tan, nhung chac chan dinh
dang dén bd canh cua Ilana nhu lay trong Tap chi nguoi ndi
trg ra. TOi rung minh khi nghi c6 gai kha ai nay da phai
nghe nhitng I8i nao clua Miranda va chi cau nguyén dé cb
dirng khoc o6a 1én. Thay vao dd, cd nhin toi véi cap mat vo
toi va thét ra ro tiéng: “SEp cua chi la d6 chod chét.”

T6i can mot 1at dé qua con sdc. “bung qua,” téi ndi, va
hai ching t6i cung bat cudi.

“Chi cén tbi lam gi? Miranda cé dd linh cdm dé mudi gidy
sau la phat hién t6i dang & day. Toi phai ra vé dang lam gi
do.”

“T6i chi cho chi xem ban tiéc,” c6 ndi va vao thang may,
nhan ndt Ién ldu mot. “Chi sé nga nglra ra ma xem.”

Chung to6i ra khoi thang may, qua cira nira, di vong qua
mot bldc tugng ma toéi khong nhan ra ngay hinh ai, d€n mot
phong nhd phia cudi tdng. Mot day ban véi hai mugi tu chd
ngbi ké chlr nhat chinh giltra phong. Robert Isabell cé gia
cta minh, t6i biét. Ong 1a ngudi té chirc tiéc cé mau mét &
New York, ngugi duy nhat chac chan danh dang thi hi€u va
khong bao gid bo sot mot chi ti€t: lubn dang gu nhung
khong theo trao luu nao, sang trong ma khéng xa xi nang
né, doc dao nhung khong qua trén. Miranda gl gam Robert
lam moi yén tiéc, nhung cho dén nay t6i mdi biét cong viéc
clia 6ng qua sinh nhdt mudi tudi cia Cassidy va Caroline.
Ong d& bién phong khach theo phong cich thudc dia cua
Miranda thanh mo6t phong hién dai (du th&, tU quay bar
nudc ngot — uéng bang ly Martini, tat nhién - sofa da I0n
ém ai, |éu trang tri ki€u Ma réc cd 10 sudi dé khiéu vi ngoai
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san thugng), nhung nhitng gi toi thay & day mdi la tuyét
dinh.

Tat ca trang tinh. Trang diu, trdng am, trdng sang, trang
thod, trdng I6a. MOt bui mau don trdng sita nhu moc giita
ban, ding tdm dé moi ngudi con nhin thdy nhau lic néi
chuyén, d6 s Trung Hoa trang nga (c6 van tréng chim) ngu
trén khdn ban trdng mdi hd cling, ghé god sbi son trdng co
tua cao va boc da I6n mau trang min, tat cd trén mot tam
tham day mau trang riéng cho dip nay. Nén nha thé mau
trang trong gid cam bang s’ trang don gian chiéu sang
nhitng bdng mau don tir phia dudi (nhung ky la thay, khong
lam chdy canh) va tdéa sang moét cach nha nhan va kin dao.
Mau sac duy nhéat trong toan bo can phong dén tu nhiing
tam toan tinh xao treo trén tudng quanh phong. Li€c nhanh
qua, téi hiéu 1a 6ng em cua MS-CS-DF mudbn bira tiéc cua
minh dién ra gilfa cdc blic hoa son diu cla Rothko, Steel,
Kline, va tat nhién, cia Kooning. Mau trang cua ban tiéc
trong su tuong phan cd tinh toan va chon loc v8i mau sac
tung bung cua cac tam tham ngoai cd. LUc quay dau chiém
ngudng su tucng phan gilta trang va mau ay (“Robert qua
la mot thién tail”) thi mot mau ddé ruc xody vao mat toi.
Trong goc phong, dudi bdc Four Dark in Red cua Rothko,
Miranda dirng thang nhu tugng trong chiéc éo dai dé Chanel
dinh cudm dat riéng cho budi nay, cat lai cho vira va giat la.
Trong gidy phut nay téi hi€u ngay, vi sao ba khdng khang
doi 1dam & bao tang nay va mac bd nay, hiéu la ba dung
nhitng blc tranh dé tén chi€c do 1én - khd cd IGi giadi thich
nao khac. Gi thi gi, d6 la mot két qua hoan hao. Trong ba
dep ng6t thd. Ban than ba 1&a mot tdc phdm nghé thuét
séng, cam vuon ra kiéu hdnh va cg bap cang bong, mot birc
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phu diéu hdu cd dién trong lua va cudm cua Chanel. Ba
khong dep - mat hoi nhd, tdc bui qua chat va nét mat qua
danh - nhung ba gay moét an tugng ma toi khong goi tén
dudc; ngay ca khi c6 td ra binh than va cham chl ngam
nghia c8n phong, tdi van khdng r&i mat khdi ba dugc.

Nhu thudng tinh, ti€éng ba dut toi khdi cdn moc mang:
“Aan-dree-aa, chi biét mat va tén khach dén t6i nay ch(?
T6i cho la chi da@ xem ky chan dung cua moi nguGi. TOi
mong chi t6i nay khéng lam téi xau mat khi chao héi ai do
nham tén.” Ba nodi, mat nhin vao hu vo, chi cé tén goi cho
biét la cau vua réi danh cho chinh téi.

“A, vang, t6i da xem roi,” toi tra IGi, suyt nifa thi ding
nghiém chao, mdt van d&m d8m nhin ba nhu bi thoi mién.
“Bay gid tdi can than xem lai lan nira cho ch&c.” Ba nhin toi
nhu muén noi Thé thi lam di, con ngd kia. T6i c6 gang quay
mat di va ra khoi phong. Ilana theo sau.

“Ba ay vua noi gi thé?” Co6 thi tham. “Chan dung? Ba ay

c6 dién khong?”
Hai chung t6i cung mudn lanh nan, trén vao mot hanh lang
t6i va kiém chd ngdi trén mot chiéc ghé& bdng cling. “A,
chuyén ay. Binh thudng thi ca tuan nay toi phai ki€Em anh
khach va hoc thudc tén dé t6i nay chao ho vdi tén tudi cu
thé,” tdi gidi thich cho Ilana dang tron mat nhin. *Nhung toi
nay ba ay mdi ndi la téi phai cé mat nén Ién 6 t6 toi chi cd
may phat dé€ xem qua may cdi anh. Nhung sao ca? Chi ngac
nhién a? Khi Miranda md& tiéc thi dé la chuyén thuGng.”

“T6i c nghi Ia hém nay khdéng c6 nhén vat ndi ti€ng nao
dén,” cb6 ndi.

“Cha, khéng phai bong dung ma dé nhan ra nhirng ti
phu c6 dia 6c & phia Nam tuyén Mason-Dixon. Nhu moi khi
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thi muén nhé mat khach, t6i chi viéc vao mang xem Thoi
trang Phu nit Hdng ngay hay nhitng chd tudng tu. Toi dinh
ndi la anh cua nir hoang Noor, cia Michael Bloomberg hay
Yohji Yamamoto néu can cling dé kiém. Nhung Mr. hay Mrs.
Packard & vung ngoai 6 quy phai nao dé cua Charleston hay
G x6 xinh quy quai nao doé thi tim dau ra. CO6 trg ly kia cua
Miranda da san lung tai cac muc tin via hé dia phuong hay
trang mang cula cac cong ty, qua la mét viéc kho chiu, trong
khi nhdom con lai cia van phong ban trang diém tdi cho budi
t6i hom nay.”

Ilana nhin t6i khéng chdp mat. Toi biét, vi ly do nao dé
ma t6i ndi nhu mot rébot, nhung khong sao ngung lai dudc.
Vé mat kinh hoang cua Ilana chi lam moi th( toi té han.

“Chi con vai ngudGi la t6i khéng nhan mat dudc thoi.
Nhung toi sé lam phép tinh loai trir [a xong,” t6i ndi.

“Sg that, téi khdng rd chi [am thé nao. Tdi méat budi toi
th{r Sdu la du buc minh r6i, khdng thé tudng tuong lai cé
thé lam dugc viéc clia chi. Lam sao chi d& ngudi ta xi va va
doi x&r v8i minh nhu thé?”

Toi giat minh, Ilana d& danh tring chd hiém cla téi vdi
cau hodi nay. Cho dén nay chua co ai vo cd ndi gi doé tiéu cuc
vé cong viéc cua toi. T6i ludn ludn tin la trong s6 hang triéu
cd gai xin chét dé dudc nhén viéc nay thi chi cé tdi 1a ngudi
duy nhat thay tinh canh cda minh khoéng tuyét déi ly tudng.
Anh méat kinh hoang cua Ilana con kinh khing hon hang
trédm chuyén ngu xudn ma téi trong thdy hang ngay & van
phong; long thuong hai thuan khiét va thanh thuc cuda cb la
giot nudc lam tran ly trong t6i. Nhitng gi t6i c6 de nén trong
chirng ay thang quan quat lam viéc cho mét ba chu v6 nhan
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tinh, danh cho thdi diém thich hgp, nay trao Ién. T6i bét
khoc.

Ilana cang bi sé6¢c manh han. “Oi, toi nghiép qud, toi xin
16i! T6i khdng mudn thé. Chi 1a mét thién than, néu chi chiu
dudgc mu phu thay &y, chi hiéu téi khédng? Chi di ra day vdéi
toi,” co6 kéo tay to6i ra mot phong lam viéc ¢ cubi mot hanh
lang khac t6i dén. “Chi ngoi day mot phut, va khong can
biét I8 ngu xuén 8y mat mii ra sao.”

Toi sut sit, thdy chinh minh ngu xuén.

“Chj khong viéc gi phai tu trach minh. Toi cam thay chi
gilr viéc nay qua lau trong long r6i day. Thinh thoang khéc
cho nhe ngudi la tot.”

Trong lGc toi c6 gang co mascara trén ma, chi luc loi
trong ngan ban minh. “Day roi,” co reo 1én dac thang. “Cho
chi, trudc khi tdi vt di; nhung néu chi dinh k& cho ai thi toi
giét chét chi.” “Trong nay, hay 1am,” c6 mim cudi dua toi
mot phong bi nau dan nhan “Mat”.

Toi béc nhan va 16i moét kep bia ra. Trong d6 cé mot tam
anh - copy mau thi ddng hon - cda Miranda, ngdi dudi trén
ghé dém cua mot nha hang thugng hang. T6i nhan ra ngay
tdm anh nay: mot phong vién nhi€p anh x3 hdi ndi tiéng da
chup n6 mdi day tai moét bira lién hoan sinh nhat cua Dona
Karan & Pastis. Anh d& xudt hién trén tap chi New York, sé&
c6 cac to khac dang lai. Trong anh Miranda mac mot chiéc
do khoac dai da ran nau trang, mot d6 dac hiéu cua ba, nd
lubn ggi toéi nhé dén con ran.

Khong chi minh t6i, vi trén tdm anh - da tat sa thém -
ai dé co tay nghé va ndng khiéu da ghép mét dudi rén quiy
I0n vao thay cho cdng chan. K&t qua trén ca thuyét phuc:
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con rdn Miranda, cdm ndi bat tua lén tay, dudi dai trén ghé
da, d€ mdt khdc dudi rdn vat qua bén canh. Hoan hao.

“Qua siéu, dung khong?” Ilana hoi va vudn ngudi trén
vai toi. "Mt bubi chiéu, Linda rdm rdp vao phong tbi sau
khi mat moét gid dong hé dam phan dién thoai véi Miranda
la t6 chirc tiéc ¢ phong nao. Mac du Miranda biét trudc 1a ba
mudn phong Kooning, nhung ba bat Linda miéu ta ting i
trén tirng tang. Linda dién tiét chi mudn bdp cb ba ra, vi vay
toi lam bulc tranh nho nay cho c6 ay. Chi bi€t c6 ay lam gi
khdong? Thu nho lai trén may fotocopy dé dut vira vao vi!
T6i nghi né la chdt khich 1& cho chi. K& cad khi chi dé nhéc
nhd la khong phai mot minh chi chiu tran. Chi hing nhiéu
nhat, tat nhién, nhung khéng phai mét minh.”

Toi dut buc hinh vao phong bi va tra lai cho Ilana. “Chi
tot qua,” to6i ndi va dat tay Ién vai cb. “Toi rat, rat cam kich.
NEu tdi hra s& khdng bao gid k& cho ai thi chi cé cho téi xin
mot tam dudc khong? To6i nghi 1a né khéng vira vao xac
Leiber nay, nhung rat muén chi gui cho t6i mot tdm vé nha,
dugc khéng a?”

C6 chép thudn v3i mét nu cudi. Toi viét dia chi dé lai, va
toi sau khi voi stra lai son phan, hai nguGi quay Vvé tién sanh
bdo tang (cod di, toi tdp ténh). P& sdp bay gid. Khach dén
bat c lUc nao, Miranda va MG-C3-Dd ndi chuyén vdéi em trai
kiém thuogng khéch chid ré; tréng dang 6ng thi biét hdi di
hoc ¢ mién Nam 6ng da chai bong da, bong chay, bong ném
va bdng bau duc trudc cap mat tram tro ctia cac cod bé tdc
vang. C6 bé téc vang hai muai sdu tudi sap 1én xe hoa dirng
bén canh, trdm trd nhin 6ng triu mén, tay cdm th( gi dé dé
phat va khuc khich tan thudng nhitng chuyén ti€u lam 6ng
KE.
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Miranda ngoac tay MG-CO-DG va toe toét cudi nu cudi
gia dbi thuong hang. Khong can nghe ho ndi chuyén gi toi
cling ro, Miranda cung 1am la tra I6i nhat girng IUc can thiét.
Nhitng quy tac giao ti€p x3 hdi khdng phai di€m manh cua
ba, va ba khdng chiu ndi chuyén x3 giao - nhung téi biét,
téi nay ba khong ngan ngai tung hét tat ca cac chiéu. Toi
nhan ra nhirng ngudi goi la ban cia ba dugc chia lam hai
loai: s6 ngudi ma x€p vao loai cao han va nhat quyét mudn
gay an tugng thi it 6i va toan la nhirng nhan vat quan trong
nhu Irv Ravitz, Oscar de la Renta, Hillary Clinton cung toan
boé cac minh tinh man bac. S6 con lai ddng “dudi truéng”
ba, 1& nhitng ngudi lién tuc dudc che chd va xoa dau dé
dirng quén than phan cta minh, vé nguyén tdc bao gom
moi phan tU con lai: toan bd cong tac vién Runway, ngudi
trong gia dinh, b6 me cac ban cua hai dra con gai (néu ho
khong tinh cd c6 mat trong loai mot), hau hét cac nha tao
mot va chu but cac tap chi khac cling nhu tat ca - khong cé
ngoai |1& - nhén vién dich vu trong nudc ngoai nudc. Budi tdi
hom nay hlra hen sé rat thd vi, chi riéng vi khach mdai that
ra thudc loai hai, nhung nhd quan hé véi Mr. Tomlinson va
em 6ng ma phai dugc dbi x&r nhu loai moét. T6i vui sudng
tan hudng nhitng dip hi htu dudc ching kién Miranda dung
nét duyén dang gid cidy clia minh dé gay &n tudgng cho moi
nguai.

Toi cam thay su hién dién cua nhiing vi khach dau tién,
ngay ca khi ho chua dén. Khong khi trong phong cang nhu
day dan. Vd&i trang in anh mau trong dau, téi voi budc dén
cap dau tién va xin phép dd ho ba chiéc khan I6ng thu dem
cat tam. “Mr. va Mrs. Wilkinson, ching t6i rat vui mung
dudc 6ng ba ha c6 dé€n tham t6i nay. Cho phép to6i nhan doé
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nay. Ilana s& dua 6ng ba t&i sanh trén d& bay sadn cocktail.”
Hy vong la trong luc d0c thoai toéi khong toc mach ngé mot
cach qud 16 liéu, nhung trd hé nay khodng phai hom nao
cling thay. Toi da thay & cac bira tiéc khac cua Miranda dan
ba madc nhu ca ve, dan 6ng m3c nhu dan ba va ngudi mau
mac nhu cdi truéng, nhung chua bao gid thay ngudi ta an
mac nhu & day. Di nhién, toi biét hdm nay khdng phai budi
hop mat cua gidi sanh thdi trang New York , song nhitng gi
phat phdi ti€n vao khdong ggi tdéi nhé dén cac nhan vat trong
bo phim nhiéu tap Dallas, ma gidbng doan ngudi dién d6 dep
di dao chai Chu nhat trong phim Deliverance.

Em trai cia Mr. Tomlinson, that ra [a mot hinh anh day
an tugng v8i mai téc bach kim, mac 16i trdm trong 1& mac
do dubi tom trang (gilra troi thang Nam!), nhét khan ca ro
vao tui nguc va chéng ba toong. Co vg chua cudi cua 6ng
khodac mot con ac méng lam bang vai dét mau xanh ngoc
x€p li lung bung, né day bd nguc vi dai ciia cd ra ngoai cb
khoét rong dén ndi cd cd nguy cd bi doi go silicon ép cho
nghet thd. Bong tai bang kim cuong to nhu chén xup treo
ling 1&ng & tai, nhung khéng an thua gi so vdi hat xoan 13p
lanh bén tay trdi. Toc cd tdy trang bang hda chat, nhu ham
rang, chan c6 dan doéi giay cé gét nho va cao chéng mat,
trong c6 1énh khénh di lai nhu mot cau thu bong chay sap
vé huu non.

“Cac ban yéu mén, tbi rat vui khi cac ban dén du bira
ti€c nhd cua chung t6i. Ai ma khong thich tiéc, dung khéng
a?” Miranda véo von giong mii. Quy ba Tomlinson tudng lai
trong nhu sdp 18n ra ngat khi dirng sat Miranda Priestly. Noi
phan khich cua c6 lam tat ca khé xu&, va thé la ca doan
ngudi dang thuaong luc tuc theo Miranda ra thang may. Phan
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con lai cua budi tdi dién ra ding nhu IUc bat du. Toi ndn 6c
ra tén cla moi ngudi cé mat va lang tranh dudc moi cdi bay
nguy hiém. Dadm diéu hanh cla 4o dudi tom trdng, Iugt I3,
téoc van cao, trang sifc hoanh trang va phu n{r vira qua
ngudng day thi c& mdi gid lai gidm gia tri ddi véi toi, chi co
Miranda & van hat hdn tdi. Mot quy ba chinh céng, doi
tudgng ghen ti va ganh dua cua moi phu nitf c6 mat & bao
tang t6i hom dé, lubn them khat vi thé va su bat thiép cua
ba tuy biét rang hai th& d6 khéng mua dudc bang tién.

Toi mim cudi that 1ong khi ba cho t6i vé luc giira bira an,
nhu thuong 1€ khong cé moét IGi cdm on hay chidc ngl ngon
(“Aan-dree-aa, t6i nay chung t6i khong can chi nira. Chij cé
thé vé nha.”) Toi nhin quanh tim Ilana, nhung cd d& bién
mat. Mudi phut sau khi toi goi thi xe dén, that ra toi da suy
tinh c6 nén di tau dién ngam hay khoéng, nhung chiéc do
Oscar va doi chan toi phan doi kich liét. Mé& moi nhung hai
long, td6i nga ngudi xuéng ghé sau.

Trén dudng téi thang may, toi qua trudc mat John; 6ng
rit dudi ban ra moét phong bi nau dua t6i. “Vua dén cach
ddy may phut. C6 dé Thu khén.” T6i cdm dn 6ng va ngoi
xubng géc sanh, ngac nhién vi nhan dudc thu lic mudi gid
toi thd Sau. Toi xé phong bi, rut mot ts thiép ra:

Andrea than mén,

Rat vui dugc gap chi téi nay! Tuan sau minh cung di an
sushi hay tha gi khac nhé? Trén duong vé nha téi dem thu
nay qua luén, vi téi nghi la chi cA&n mot chat giai tri, sau
mot budi téi nhu ching minh via cé hém nay. Vui vé nhé!

Om hén chi,

Ilana
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Trong bi thu 1a anh con ran Miranda ma Ilana d& phong
to Ién cG A4. T6i ngadm ky blrc hinh may phut lién trong khi
xoa bop do6i chan dudc giai phong khoi déi Manolo, nhin vao
ddi mat Miranda. Ching mang vé doa nat va hén ha va nhu
con ngudi xau xa ma toi thdy mat moi ngay. Nhung t6i nay
chiang cling biéu 16 sy budn ba va c6 don. Dan né Ién clra tu
lanh lam tro dua vdéi Alex va Lily cling khéng lam chan toi
bt dau hoadc tra lai téi thd Sau bi mat. Toi xé td tranh roi di
ca nhac 1én tau.
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“Andrea, Emily day,” tdi nghe moét giong rén ri trong dién
thoai. “Chi c6 nghe ro khéng?” Lan cudi Emily goi t6i ¢ nha
vao téi mudn nhu thé nay cach day vai thang. Chac phai co
chuyén hé trong.

“Nghe ro. Giong chi nghe sg qua,” téi ndi va ngbi bat
day khéi gbi, nghi ngay |a hdn Miranda da lam gi d6 dé
giong c6 ay nghe tham thi€t dén nhu vay. Lan trudc,
Miranda goi dién cho Emily luc muGi mot giG dém th( Bay
va doi c6 thué modt chiéc phi cd tu nhan cho ba va 6ng
Tomlinson bay vé tU Miami, vi chuyén bay vé New York bi
cat bai thai tiét xau. Dung lic Emily vira dinh dén tiéc sinh
nhat cia minh; ngay hom sau t6i ma&i nghe dudc I0i cau clu
cta cd trong hop thoai. Tdi goi lai cho Emily lic cé van dam
dia nudc mat.

“Tdi d& mat budi sinh nhat ciia minh rdi, Andrea,” cd nuic
nd 1én khi vira bat dién thoai. “Mat lién hoan sinh nhat, chi
bdi phai dat chuyén bay cho sép!”

“Thé tai sao ba ay khdong ngu lai mot dém & khach san
nao dé va sang hom sau bay ti€p nhu nhitng ngudi binh
thuGng khac?” T6i hdi mot cau biét trude vo ly.

“Chi tudng la téi khdng biét thé a? Bay phut dau khi ba
ay goi, t6i da dat ngay mot penhouse cho ho & Shore Club,
G Albion va & Delano, vi toi nghi la ba a8y khéng quan trong
héa van dé. Lay Chua, dém thd Bay! Co6 ma dién khi tim
may bay tu nhan vao dém th( Bay”
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“T6i doan la ba khong khoai y tudng do 1am?” T6i nhe
nhang ndi, vira ay nay vi d& khong c6 mat dé git Emily,
dong thgi cling sudng ron 1én vi khdng bi h’rng qua ta nay.

“Hoan toan khéng! Ba ay goi mudi phut moét lan va
mudn biét tai sao tdi chua tim thdy gi, budc tdi phai chuyén
cac cudc goi khac sang ché db6 chg, va noi chuyén xong vdi
Miranda thi ho da cup may ro6i.” C6 thd dai sudn suct.
“Dung la ac moéng.”

“Va két cuc ra sao?” Toi hau nhu khéng dam hoi tiép.

“Ra sao a! Chdng ra sao ca thi ding han. T6i goi tat ca
cac cdng ty bay tu nhan cla bang Florida, chi cé thé tudng
tugng ra la nira dém th& Bay lam gi c6 ai bat may. T6i dam
phan qua dién dai véi cac phi cong lam ngoai, ndi chuyén
v@i ca tuyén hang khong trong nudc xem con kha nang nao
nifa khong, tham chi con tim dudc mot dai gia cua San bay
qudc té€ Miami. T6i ké 1a cdn ngay trong nuUa tiéng nira mot
phi cd cho hai nguGi vé New York. Chi biét 6ng ay noéi gi
khong ?”

“Gi cg?”

“Ong 8y cudi. Nhu 1&n cdon than kinh. Xép tdi vao dang
chim moi cho bon khing b, buén ban ma tuy hay dai loai
nhu thé. Néi la gid nay ma kiém dugc moét phi cd va ngudi
1di thi con khd hon l[a kha nang bi sét danh tring dau hai
mudi [An lién, bat k& tdi sdn sang trd bao nhiéu tién. Va néu
tdi con hoi 1an nita thi 6ng ta sé& chuyén cudc goi truc ti€p
cho FBI. Chij co tin dugc khong?” Dé€n day giong co rit 1én.
“Thang chd chét, chi co tin dugc khéng? FBI!”

“T6i doan la Miranda khong vira long lam?”

“ Pung thé, va con han thé. Sép mat dén hai mudi phut
dé tin dugc rdng khong cé chiéc may bay duy nhat ndo san
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sang phuc vu ca. Toi phai thé s6ng thé chét la khéng phai
hét chd, ma don gidn 1a gid nay khdng thé kiém ndi may
bay tu nhan”

“ROi sao n{ra?” Toi biét la chuyén khong két thuc c6 hau.

“Khoang mot rudi sang thi rét cudc ba ay cling chéap
nhan la dém nay khoéng vé nha dugdc nira, mac du khdng
phai vi th& ma sinh ra chuyén gi - hai dfra bé dang & chd
bd, cd trong tré san sang lam cd ngay Chu nhat néu can -
va toi phai ki€Em cho ba vé bay chuyén sang sém.”

Khé hiéu thét. NEu chuyé&n bay cla ba bi hdy thi bén
hang khéng dang nao cling xép ba vao chuyén dau tién cla
hom sau, nhat la khi ba cé thé uu tién kiém khach hang
thuGng xuyén kiém vang kiém bach kim kiém kim cudng
kiém VIP va mot déng tién cho vé hang nhat. Bung khong
nao ?

“Tat nhién, Continental da dat cho ba chuyén 6 gic 50.
Nhung khi Miranda nghe dau ra la c6 chuyén Delta lluc 6 gid
35"

“.... 6 gid 35 thi ba lam dm Ién, goi tdi 1a dd ngu xuén vd
dung, lam trg ly ma moét viéc don gian nhu dat chuyén bay
tu nhan cling khong xong.” C6 sut sui va uéng mot ngum gi
do, co |Ié ca phé.

“Trgi dat i, toi biét chi dinh ndi gi. Bbung ndi nira...”

“CU ndi.”

“Khong. Chi khong dua chd? Vi mudi lam phat?”

“Pung! Toi cd dugc phép lua chon dau? Sép rat cau toi,
lam nhu téi da gay ra chuyén ay. Chi thém vai nghin dollar
la chuyén vat. Ba con cé vé hai long khi ching tdéi ndi
chuyén xong. Cha, biét ndi gi day?”
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Dén day thi hai ching t6i cung phai bat cudi. Khdong can
cd k& tiép tdi cling biét — va Emily hi€u 13 tdi biét: cd da
mua han hai vé hang thuong gia cia Delta chi dé cho
Miranda ngdm mom lai va sau vu rac r6i tham hai nay rét
cudc cling dudc man nguyén.

TOi cudi dut rudt. “Gudm nao, chi con bl tri xe chd sép
di Delano nira cht...”

“...Idc dy da gan ba gid sang. Chinh xac la to¢ mudi moét
giG dém trd di ba ay da goi téi vao di ddong hai mudi hai lan.
Lai xe dgi & trudc penhouse trong llic hai ngudi tam va thay
quan do, roi khan trudng dua trd vé sdn bay dé ho kip di
chuyén sém han.”

“Théi, chi dirng k€& nira,” tdi ru 1&én gilra hai trén cudi tac
thd vé dién bién ciu chuyén. “Plng |a chuyén bia.”

Emily c6 gilr vé nghiém nghi. “That ha? Chi nghi la hét
roi hay sao, con doan cao trao nira.”

“Oi, ké di, ké di!” Cudi cung thi cling cé thd&i diém ma toi
va Emily cung tim ra niém vui. Cam giac cung hdi cung
thuyén, mot dbéi ban dong tam chéng lai bao chula. T6i cam
nhan rd rang la ndm lam viéc nay sé tr6i qua khac han néu
Emily va t6i la ban be thuc su, che chd va bao vé cho nhau,
tin cdy 14n nhau dé€ cung khang cu lai Miranda. Bugc nhu
thé thi nhiéu chuyén dau dén nbdi ndng né, nhung, ngoai
nhirng ngoai 1€ hiém hoi nhu [an nay thi ching t6i thudng
XUyén bat dong y kién.

“Cao trao cua vu nay la..” c6 kéo dai niém vui chung
thém mot lat, “sép khong biét dudc rang theo lich trinh thi
chuyén bay cua Delta cidt cdnh sé6m hon, nhung lai dén
mudn han tdm phdt so véi Continental ma ba da cé chd.”
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“Thoéi nao!” Téi khdng con siic dé cudi thém vé két cuc
bat ngd nay nira. “Bung la chuyén ti€u lam.”

Khi ching to6i bo may, t6i ngac nhién nhan ra ching toi
da tan chuyén han mot tiéng, nhu gilra hai ngudi ban than.
Tat nhién la sang th({ Hai chidng to6i lai cup mat xubéng, song
tr hdm doé trd di téi I6 mS cd thém mot chidt cam tinh vdéi
Emily. Cho dén ldc nay, tat nhién. MaGi thién cam ay chua du
dé toi sung sudng don nhadn moi diéu kho chiu ma cb chuc
don xudng dau toi.

“Giong chi nghe sg qua. Chi 6m a?” T6i c6 gang noi cho
c6 vé pha chit cdm thong, nhung giong toi van cing va
trach moc.

“Bung vay,” c6 nghén nghen thoét ra trudc khi ho ri rudi.
“"Om 1&m.”

T6i chua bao gid thuc su tin khi ai d6 kéu 6m lam:
chirng nao chua chudn doadn ra mot can bénh dich xac va
khdng chitng nguy hiém dén tinh mang thi ngudi ta van du
khoe manh dé [am viéc & Runaway. Do vay ma khi Emily ho
xong va nhdc lai l1a cb6 co6 trong bénh thi t6i cling khéng nghi
ngGd mot giay la sang th Hai cb sé lai di lam. Nhat la khi da
c6 ké hoach bay sang Paris hom 18 thang Mudi vdi Miranda,
chi con han mot tuan nira thoi. Ngoai ra, ban than téi trong
ngot moét nam lam viéc 3 day cling phai nham mat I8 di vai
lan dau cd, viém phé& quan, mot cd ngd ddc thuc phdm kinh
hoang cling nhu ho m&n tinh cia dan hut thuéc dé ding
nghi 6m 1ay mot hom.

Lan duy nhat can gap khang sinh chéng viém hong, toi
phai Ién xin bac si (t6i chui vao phong mach va doi dudc
kham ngay, trong khi Miranda va Emily tudng la t6i di tim
xe mdi cho 6ng Tomlinson), ch( ldy dau ra thi gid cho
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nhitng bién phap phong bénh. Mac du tbéi cé cd chuc budbi
nhudm téc highlight & chd Marshall, vai [an t&m phat mién
phi ma tiém spa han hanh dudc phuc vu trg ly riéng cua
Miranda cling nhu v6 s6 vu di cham s6c mong chan, mdng
tay va da mat, song ca nam trdi toi chua thay mat bac si
rang va phu khoa.

“Toi co6 thé lam dugc gi khdng?” Téi hoi, lam ra vé hd
hitng trong khi nat éc suy nghi tai sao cd 8y goi minh va ké
chuyén 6m dau. Xét riéng hai ching tbi, chuyén ay chang
cé ti ti nghia ly gi. Emily sé€ c6 mat sé6m th& Hai & van
phong, bat ké 8m hay khoe.

Co ho khung khuc, t6i nghe nhu co ti€ng dGm trong
phéi. “"Hirmg, &, cé thé ddy. Trdi di, khdéng ngd lai xay ra vdi
toi!”

“Cai gi? Cai gi xay ra?”

“T6i khong qua Chau Au vdi Miranda dugc. Toi bi viém
tuyén bach cau. ”

“Gi ca?”

“Chi nghe r6i day, t6i khong di dugc. HO6m nay bac si
vira goi dién bdo cho tdi két qua thr mau, ké tUr nay toi
khong dudc ra khoi nha, trong ba tuan téi.”

Ba tuan! Co ta dinh dua chac. Bay gid khéng phai luc dé
thuong hai cd — ¢6 vira nédi 1a ¢d khéng di Chau Au, va chinh
y nghi Emily va Miranda bi€n khéi cudc dgi t6i da giup toi
tru dudc may thang vua qua.

“Emily, ba dy sé giét chi - chi phai di. Ba ay biét chuyén
chua?”

Im 18ng bén kia dau day, diém g4 roi. “A, biét roi.”

“Chij da goi dién bao?”
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“Vang, toi bdo bac si goi, vi ba dy cho rang ching viém
tuyén bach cau khong cé gi ghé gém. Bac si da gidi thich
cho ba la tdi cé thé l[am ba va moi ngudi Iay bénh, vdi lai..”
Co ngung IGi, nhung giong cd bdo hiéu cd chuyén khong
lanh.

“Vd4i lai gi?” Ban nang tu bao toan cua toi vut tinh.

“Vdi lai...ba 8y mudn chi di theo”

“Ba &y mudn tdi di theo a? Nghe dudc ddy. Ba 8y co thé
that a? Ba ay khong dinh sa thai chi vi bi 6m chd?”

“Andrea, t0i..” - mot tran ho ra dom cat tiéng co, trong
mot thoang téi nghi la c6 sx chét ludn bén dién thoai -
noi nghiém tuc ddy. Hoan toan va tuyét déi nghiém tuc. Ba
dy nodi gi dé vé nhirng trg ly do ho cat dat bén do toan la do
ngbc va ba ay tha lam viéc véi chi con hon.”

“O, dudc day, néu ding nhu chi ndi thi téi nhan I5i ngay!
Khong cé gi cong hiéu hdn mot cau tang boc khi sai téi lam
viéc gi. That day, ba ay khoéng viéc gi phai noi ngot nhu thé,
lam toi dé ca mat!” Toi khong ro nén quan tam chuyén gi
hon - Miranda mudn t6i cung di Paris, hay ba mudn toi di
cung chi vi nghi rang tdi d6 ngu hon mot teo so vdi It nhan
ban vo6 tinh com nhom...cua t6i bén Phap.

“Im mom di,” c6 hét Ién gilta hai cdn ho dang dan lam
tdi nglra tai. “Chi la ngudi may man nhat thé gigi day, do
quy a. Toi da dgi chuyén di nay hai nam, han hai nam roi,
va bay giG khbéng di dugdc. MOt su tré tréu dau ddn, chi
khong hiéu ra diéu do sao?”

“T&t nhién toi hi€u! Sao lai sén thé khdng biét: chij thi
mudn di bang dugc, con toi tha chét con han, gid thi ngudi
di Ia t6i ch(r khong phai chi. Bdi cling vui that nhi. T6i cudi
ddt rudt mat,” téi khd khéc, khéng thay doi nét mat.
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“Hi€u ro6i. Toi cling thdy ngan chuyén nay, nhung biét
lam sao bay gi&? Tdi da goi Jeffy d&€ chuén bi dat quan do
cho chi 1a vira. Chi s& cadn hang nui quan 4o, ci mdi show
thdi trang, moi bira &n lai cAn d6 mdi, va tat nhién, cho bira
tiéc cia Miranda & khach san Costes. Allison lo chuyén
make-up cho chi. Vé tui, giay va d6 trang suUc thi noi vdi
Stef. Chi con mot tuan nira thoi, nghia la sdng mai phai bat
dau ngay, okay?”

“T6i van chua tin 1a ba 8y trong chd toi 1am viéc nay.”

“CU tin di thi hon. Miranda khong thich dua dau. Ca tuan
nay toi sé khéng cé mat & van phong, c6 nghia la chi...”

“Gi cd? Chi khéng dén ca van phong nita a?” Churng nao
Miranda & day thi to6i va Emily khéng dudc nghi 6m 1ay mot
ngay hay rdi van phong mét giG. Hoi cu c6 cua Emily qua
ddgi, c6 da bay vé Philadelphia du dua dam r6i quay vé ma
khong 18 mat mot phdt lam viéc. Moi thd & day hoat ddng
nhu thé day. Cham hét. Tru truong hop dam ma (cua ngudi
than nhat trong gia dinh), cut chan cut tay (chinh minh),
hay chi€n tranh hat nhan (chi khi chinh phd Hoa Ky coéng
nhan Manhattan bi anh hudng truc ti€p), con lai thi ai cling
phai c6 mat. Vay la sap c6 mot budc ngoat I16n trong chinh
thé Priestly.

“Andrea, t6i bj viém tuyén bach ciu, rat dé 1ay. Chuyén
nghiém trong day. Tham chi khong dudc rdi khoi nha di
udng mot cbéc ca phé, ndi gi dén di lam ca ngay. Miranda da
ch&p nhén, vay thi chi phai gdnh hét moi chuyén. Chuan bj
cho chuyén di Paris cua hai nguGi sé la mo6t nui viéc. Tho Tu
Miranda di Milan, th& Ba tuan sau chi sé gap ba ay & Paris.”

“Ba 4y chdp nhén? Quén di! Chi ké lai xem ba 8y thuc
su noi gi.” Toéi khong mudn tin Miranda chap nhan mot
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chuyen vat nhu chiing viém tuyén bach cau la kha di dé co
thé xin phép vang mat. “Cho t6i niém tin nhé nhoi &y di,
chang gi thi may tuan tdi clda tdi sé la dia nguc tran gian.”

Emily thd dai, va téi c6 thé cdm nhén qua dién thoai la
c6 nhudng mat 1én. “HIrm, ba 8y khdng nhdy cang Ién reo
mung. T6i khéng ndi truc ti€p vdi ba, nhung 6ng bac si ké Ia
ba hoi di hoi lai may lan, viém tuyén bach cau cé phai la
bénh thuc su khéng. Nhung khi nghe 6ng xac nhan thi phan
U'ng cua ba la to ra rat thong cam.”

TOi cudi vang Ién. “Toi tin ba 8y thong cam, Emily, toi tin
ba dy théng cdm ma. Thdi dirng lo 1dng nita, okay? Chi c6
gang chong khoe, t6i sé lo moi viéc & day.”

“Téi gui email danh muc cac viéc can lam, dé chi khdng
bi quén gi.”

“Quén sao dudc. Nam ngodi ba ay di Paris bon [an, toi
biét phai lam gi r6i. Toi sé lay tién mat & nha bang tang
trét, doi vai nghin sang Euro, mua thém vai nghin dollar séc
du lich, khdng dinh ba Ian cho chac cac lich hen thg lam dau
va trang diém trong thdi gian Miranda & d6. Gi nifa nhi? O,
phai dan Ritz lan nay dua cho ba mot cai di dong dung loai,
va noi chuyén vdi cac 1ai xe ngay tur dau dé ho biét Ia khéng
dudc bat ba dgi. T6i da nghi xem ai cadn ban lich trinh caa
ba ay - t6i s&é danh may ra, khéng van dé - va lo ca chuyén
phan phat khap ngi. Tat nhién ngay nao ba cling nhan dudgc
bdo cdo cu thé hai dfa song sinh dén trudng, hoc hanh, tap
tanh va gap g& ra sao, cling nhu chudng trinh lam viéc cua
moi nhan vién. Thay chua! Chi khéng phai lo. T6i d& nam
virng tat ca.”

“"Nhé dirng quén vai the,” c6 ndi nhu robot. “Ca khan
gquang nira!”
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“Tat nhién r6i! Da trong danh sach ro6i.” Trudc khi
Miranda géi d6 - ding hon la sai c6 quan gia goi — Emily
hoac t6i di mua suc vai nhung the to tuéng ¢ kho nha may
va dem dén nha Miranda. O dd, chling téi ciing c6 quan gia
cat thanh nhitng miéng dung kich c& dé gdi nhitng d6 ba
dinh dem theo vao th( vat liéu quy gia nay. Nhithg goi ay
dugc cdn thédn cho vao hang té va li Louis Vuitton clng
nhiéu d6 bd sung, vi khi mé& vali & Paris ba quang luén godi
dau tién vao goc. Ngoai ra, thudng la mot nira va li chi dé
cat may ta hop mau da cam dung khan quang Hermes,
trong moi hop 18 mot chiéc khdn trdng ndm dgi dén 1Uc bi
dadnh mat, bd quén, dé vuang vai hay dan gian la bi quang
di.

Sau khi c6 gang té su dong cdm chan thanh vdi Emily,
t6i dat may va thay Lily ndm dudi trén sofa. CO hat thubc va
nham nhi tUr ly cocktail mét thd chat 1éng trong sudbt, ro
rang khéng phai nudc.

“T& nghi la minh khéng hat trong phong,” toi ndi, tha
ngudi xudng canh cd va gac chan lén chiéc ban gb con sut
sep ma bd me tdi d€ lai cho. “T§ khéng ban tdm, nhung dé
la quy dinh cta cau,” Lily khéng phai la ngudi dot thubc co
nghé nhu toi; thudng thi c6 chi hat khi uéng va cling khéng
tu mua thubc. Mot bao Camel Special Lights mdi tinh tho ra
G tui nguc do sG@ mi ngoai c8. Toi lay chan di giau trong nha
hich vao dui c6 va hat cam vé phia bao thubéc. Co6 dua toi
thubc cung bat Iua.

“T& biét cau khong ban tam,” c6 ndi va khoai tra rit mot
hoi. “TG dang tac ti, hat thubc sé tap trung tét hon.”

“Cau dang lam gi?” T6i hoi, cham thub6c va ném tra lai
bat Ira. Hoc ky nay cd nhadn mugdi bay hoc trinh dé cai thién
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bang diém dat deo cla hoc ky trudc. Toi ngdm cd lam mot
mom khoi nifa roi chiéu cho tréi xuéng bang mot ngum I8n
thdr chat 16ng khong-phai-nudc. T6i khong nghi la cd tinh
tao.

C6 thé dai ndng né va day y nghia, dé diéu thubc dinh
hd hitng trén khdée miéng khi ndi. N6 chuyén dbéng Ién
xudng va chuc rdi khdi miéng bat c [uc nao, va cung vdi
mai toc bu xU chua gbi va phan mat nhoe nhoét khi€n co -
trong khoanh khac nay - trong nhu mot bi cdo trong phim
toa an Judge Judt (hay nguyén don ciling thé, hai bén trong
chang khéc nhau - rdng sun, téc bét, mat |16 dg, va ua dung
phu dinh tu kép). “Bai viét cho mot tap chi dac han lam bat
ky ndo dé ma sé khdng ma nao doc, nhung té van phai biét
dé cho c6 du bai dédng bao.”

“Buc nhi. Bao gi¢ phai nop?”

“Mai.” Hoan toan lanh dam. Khéng co vé gi ban tam.

“Mai? That chu?”

C6 ban tia nhin canh cdo, nhanh chéong nhac t6i dung
quén 1a minh cung phe véi cd. “U, mai. Bung la v4 van, vi
do6 dé nho cua Freud dudc giao bién tap. Khong ai can biét
la anh chang dang viét luan an tién si tdm ly chd khong
phai van hoc Nga - ho cé qua it bién tap vién, va thé€ la anh
ay doc bai cua t8. Lam sao ma nOp kip cho anh ay dugc
day, do chét tiét.”

Lai mot ngum chat long nira tréi vao hong, trong khi Lily
cd khdng d& nd cham vai than kinh vi gidc. C6 nhdn mat.

“Lily, chuyén ra sao r6i? Bba danh la cling may thang rdi,
nhung lan cudi cdu ndi la cac cau sé lam tu tur, va anh ay la
ngudi hoan hao. Tat nhién la trudc ban cau 16i cia ng ay vé
nha, nhung...”
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Lai mot tia nhin canh cdo nira, Ian nay la di kem anh
mat gian dir. Toi da hang chuc lan dinh ndi chuyén véi co vé
vu 16i théi véi ga nghién dgt trudc, nhung dao nay chung toi
hau nhu khéng co dip va khéng ai cé thgi gian cho mot lan
tam su tay do6i. C luc nao téi da dong dén dé tai nay la cb
lai danh tréng 1anh ngay. T6i hiéu la cd rat ngugng, cb cdng
nhan ga do la mot thang cha kinh tdm, nhung vé chuyén
rugi ché qua trén la nguyén nhan gay ra cu bé bdéi hoi doé thi
c6 nhat quyét khong chiu hé mai.

“U, c6 1& dém hédm dd té da goi dién cho anh 8y tU Au
Bar va nai anh dy vé nha cung,” c6 ndi, trdnh nhin mat toi
ma tap trung bdm diéu khién tir xa d€ chon bai trén dia CD
nhac cua Jeff Buckley am dam ma téi cé cam giac la ludn
dudc bat di bat lai trong phong.

“Thé a? Anh ay da téi va thay cau dang chuyén tro vdi...
v@i mot ngudGi khac?”

T6i c6 diu giong phé phan dé khong day cd6 xa cach
thém. RO rang la trong dau c6 dang tram moéi tc vo - van
dé & truong, rugu, ngudn dan 6ng hau nhu vo tan - va toi
chi mong c6 md I1ong minh véi mot ai d6. Cho dén gid co
khong gidu toi diéu gi, cling cé thé thé& chi vi tdi [a ngudi tin
cay duy nhat, nhung dao nay cb kin tiéng han di. Chuyén
Xxay ra da bon thang ré6i ma hém nay ching téi mdi dem ra
ndi, ké ciing la.

“Khéng, khong han thé,” c6 cay dang thét ra. “Anh &y di
tlr Morningside Heights dén Au Bar, nhung té khéng con &
dé nira. Hinh nhu anh ay goi va di dong cua té va Kenny da
tra 16i khong dugc nha nhan cho 1am.”

“Kenny?”
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“Cla nd ma té 16i vé nha h6i dau he ay, cau nhd ra
chua?” Giong c6 chua chat, nhung lan nay c6 mim cudi.

“A ra thé. TS dodn 1a& d6 dé nhd cua Freud khéng phéan
khai lam. ”

“Di nhién. Biét lam sao. Chdéng dudc thi chéng maét,
dung khong?” Co6 vut day chay vao bép, rot tu chai “Ketel
One” da can nura, pha thém chut soda r6i quay vé sofa.

TOi toan khéo l1éo chon IGi hoi vi sao c6 lai n6c vodka khi
con phai biét bai bdo dé& mai kip ndp thi cé ti€éng chudng
bam tU phong thudng truc.

“Ai day?” Toi nhan nut hoi John.

“Mr. Fineman mudn gap Mr. Sachs,” 6ng ndi rat trang
trong khi ngudi khac cé mat.

“That a? Oi, hay qua. Cho anh &y lén di a.”

Lily nhudng may nhin t6i. Lai mot lan nita ching toi
khong ndéi dudc hét chuyén. “Binh tinh lai di,” c6 ndi day vé
mia mai. “Trong nang khong dugc xtc doéng cho lam khi
chang bat ngd dén tham nhi?”

“Cé chur, c6 chu,” toéi chong d3. Ca hai déu biét la toi ndi
d6i. T« may tuan nay quan hé vdi Alex trd nén cang thang.
Thuc su cang thang. Ching tdi da trai qua moi muic do tinh
cam cla gan bo Ira ddi, va sau gan bdn nam thi ngudi nay
bi€t rd ngudi kia mudn nghe gi va nén lam gi. Song gid lam
viéc khac nghiét cta toi khi€n anh tim cach cadn bang qua
hang dong viéc tu nguyén & trudng: trong coi hoc sinh, day
thém, tu van va phu trach du cdc hoat ddng dién ra trong
trudng - thdi gian ma ching téi ranh rdi nhin mit nhau ldc
nay chla chan h6i hop theo cai cach cua moét dbéi vg chong
gia da cudi nhau dudc ba chuc ndm. Chung tbéi thdm hiéu Ia
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phai dgi cho hét nam lam viéc nay cua t6i, nhung sau do
mo&i quan hé sé ra sao thi téi khéng dam nghi dén nira.

Gig thi Ia ldc hai ngudi gan gii nén téi da ndi ra miéng
dé tai nay. Thoat tién Ia Jill (hdm qua chi da lam am Ién
trong dién thoai), bay gid dén lugt Lily, ngudi chi ra rang
Alex va téi khong phai cap uyén udng trong mong nira, va
toi phai cong nhan la du dang trong trang thai phé phé
nhung Lily hoan toan di nhay cam dé&é nhdn ra réng toi
khong han vui sudng khi Alex dén. T6i lo 1dng kho phai cho
anh biét 13 tdi sdp di Chau Au, lo 1dng khdng trénh ndi cudc
xung dot sau d6 ma t6i chan cht mudn hoan lai vai hdom. Ly
tudng nhat 13 khi toi d& sang Chau Au rdi. Nhung may mén
khong mim cudi véi toi, anh da go cura roi.

“Chao anh!” t6i md toang cla va chao vé hdi qua phan
khich, réi vong tay 6m cd anh. “B&t ngd qua!”

“Em khoéng ngd la anh ghé qua ha? Anh va Max di ubéng
ngay gan day va anh dinh |én chao mot cau.”

“Tat nhién em khong ngd, anh ngoc a! Vui qua. Anh vao
nha di.” Téi biét la vé bé ngoai rat 6n, nhung bt c&r mdot
chuyén gia tdm Iy ndo ciing dé dang chi ra r8ng su phan
khich thai qua cua t6i chi nham khda |ap nhitng gi thi€u hut
bén trong.

Anh 8y mot chai bia, hén ma Lily va ngb6i xuéng chiéc
ghé banh mau da cam vang chdée ma bé me t6i con sang
sudt gilr lai tu nhirng nam 70 cho con minh. “Tinh hinh ra
sao?” Anh hoi va hat ham vé phia dan am thanh dang om
som phat ra bai “Hallelujah” suét mudét.

Lily nhun vai. “Pang doan nudc rat. Nhu moi khi thoi.”

“A, em co chuyén phai ké&,” tdi noi, cd 18y giong phan
khdi dé tu minh va Alex thdy la cé tin vui. Anh rét sung
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suéng vi da hoach dinh dugc hai ngay cudi tuan gap lai ban
cli - va chinh t6i luén thdc anh phai lam - bay gid that tan
nhan khi chua @&y mudi hom trudce do lai s6 toet hét. Ching
t6i d3 bo cd mot tdi d€ théng nhat s& mdi ai du bira sdng
Chu nhat thinh soan, tham chi con biét sé cung ai di dau
lam picnic trén thung xe hom th( Bay trudc tran Brown gap
Dartmouth.

Hai ngudGi nhin téi, khéng chut dé phong va Alex Ién
ti€ng: “Chuyén gi thé?”

“Em vUra nhan dién thoai la sé di Paris mot tuan!” Toi noi
vGi vé phan chan nhu thong bdo véi d6i vg chong hiém
muon la ho sé co sinh doi.

“Cau di dau?” Lily ngd ngac héi, nhung c6 khoéng co vé
chl y quan tam 1am.

“Sao lai di?” Alex cling hdi cung luc, mat anh 16 niém vui
sudng tua nhu vira nghe bao la toéi di tha HIV duong tinh.

“Emily bi viém tuyén bach cau, va Miranda mudn em di
cung tdi cac show thdi trang. Tuyét voi khong?” T6i mim
cudi hoat bat. Mét quda. Phai di Paris da la mot tin xau, nay
lai con phai thuyét phuc Alex rang do la mot co hoi tuyét voi
thi mét gap mudi lan.

“Anh khong hi€u. Ba dy khdng di show ca nghin [an
trong ndm hay sao?” Anh hoi va téi gat dau. “Tai sao bdng
dung lan nay ba ay lai muén em di cung?”

Lily 1&n, ra vé chdm chu doc mot t8 The New York ci
rich trong déng bao ma tbi suu tam nam nam qua.

“Ba dy md& mot tiém I8n trong thdgi gian lam show thdi
trang mua xuan & Paris va can mot trong s6 cac trg ly My
cla minh di theo. Ba ay di Milan trudc, sau d6 em gap ba &
Paris, anh biét ddy, dé diéu phdi moi viéc.”
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“Va trg ly My nay nhat thiét phai la em ch( gi, nghia la
em sé khong cé mat khi hop I8p cii,” anh ndi lanh tanh.

“Vang, chuyén nay cling khéng binh thudng. Ma la moét
uu tién hi€ém hoi va chi cé trg ly chinh mdi dugc di cung.
Nhung vi Emily 6m, vang, nén em sé di thay. Th( Ba téi em
bay, vi vay sé khong dén hop I6p dudc. Em rat tiéc, tiéc
lam.” T6i mudn xich lai gan anh trén sofa, nhung Alex lap
t(rc lanh nhat han.

“Dan gian thé thdoi chdr gi? Em biét la anh da tra trudc
toan bd tién phong dé dudc 18y gid dac biét, chua k& anh d3
dao I6n toan bd k& hoach dé di cung em cudi tuan. Anh phai
bao me tim mot ngudi trong tré khac, chi vi em mubn dén
hop lopld. Khdong thanh van d&, Runaway quan trong han,
dung khoéng?” Trong chirng ay nam di lai vGi nhau, toi chua
tirng thdy anh gién d nhu thé& bao gid. Lily cling ngdng dau
|én khéi trang bao rbi kiém dudng chudn trudc khi chién
tranh thé& gidi th ba bung nd.

T6i mudn dui dau vao long anh, nhung anh gac hai chan
Ién nhau va xua tay. “Nghiém tlc di, Andrea..” anh chi goi
toi nhu thé khi rat buc minh. “"Chuyén nay cé xing dang
nhu thé khéng? Hay chan that véi anh moét gidy: chuyén co
dang dé em lam thé& khéng?”

“Chuyén nay la chuyén gi? Cé xirng dang gap boi khi bé
I& mot ky cudi tuan vi cdng viéc cua em doi héi ? M6t cong
viéc giup em md& moi canh cira nhu em chua tung dam mag,
va nhanh hdn moi mong dgi ? Thé thi, vang! Rat xing
dang!”

Anh guc cam xudng nguc, trong mot thoang toi tudng
anh khéc, nhung lic anh ngéng |én thi trén mat anh chi
thay can thinh nd.
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“Anh khong nghi la em thich di Connecticut vGi anh hon
13 mot tudn I 1am nd 1& 24/24 cho ngudi khac?” T6i quat
lén, quén bang 1a Lily con & dau do6 trong cdn hd. “Anh cé
thé tin I8y mot gidy radng, thuc t& em khdng thich qua Paris,
nhung em khong dudc lua chon?”

“Khong dudc lua chon? Em dudc lua chon qua di chu!
Andy, cOng viéc cia em khdéng thé& goi la cdng viéc dudc nira
- n6 chi€ém hét thdi gian cudc dGi em!” Anh quat lai, mat dé
xuéng tdn cb va hai tai. Luc thudng t6i thay thé rat dang
yéu, tham chi sexy, nhung bay gid t6i chi mudn Ién giudng
ngu cho nhanh.

“Alex, anh nghe nay, em..”

“Khong, em nghe da! Hay quén anh di mot giay, cho du
khong phai c6 gang Iam. Quén ca chuyén minh khong thay
mat nhau bao gid vi em lam viéc su6t ngay khoéng nghi.
Nhung b6 me em thi sao? Em gap b6 me lan cubi cung khi
nao? Chi em nira? Em cé nhd la em chua thay mat chau em
tlr khi né ra ddi khéng? Chang I€ tat ca khong co y nghia gi
n{ra?” Anh ha giong va nga sang phia t6i. T6i tudng anh
mudn dan hda, nhung khong. “Con Lily nita? Em chua nhan
ra la c6 ban than nhat cua em da bién thanh ngudi nat rugi
roi hay sao?” Chac chan tréng t6i rat kinh hoang, nhung
anh van boi ti€p: “Em ding ndi 1a em khdng nhan ra. Andy,
c6 mu cling phai thay.”

“Vang, em biét Lily udéng nhiéu. Anh cling uéng, em
cling uéng, moi ngudi ma minh quen déu udng. Lily la sinh
vién, va sinh vién thé la thudng. Alex, cé gi ma phai am
|én?” Nghe cé vé lam ly hon khi t6i néi nhu vay ma anh
cling chi 1ac dau. Chung t6i ng6i im hoi 1au, cho dén khi
Alex cat tiéng.
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“Em khong hiéu gi ca, Andy. Anh khéng rd vi sao, nhung
anh cam thdy nhu khéng hi€u em nita. Anh nghi la minh
nén ngung lai.”

“Sao? Anh ndi gi? Anh mudn cham dat?” Toi hoi va nhan
ra la da qua mudn khi thay anh ndi cuc ky nghiém tdc. Anh
lubn cam théng, dang yéu, luén cé mat khi can, va dan da
la tdi yén tdm 1a lic nao anh cling & bén dé€ 1dng nghe toi
sau mot ngay dai ddng dang hay ddéng vién toi sau khi ca
thé gidi cho t6i an don. Van dé duy nhat & day la t6i khéng
cham chut gi cho quan hén nay.

“Khoéng, khong, khéng cham dudt. Chi nghi 1ay hoi. Anh
nghi sé cd Igi cho ca hai néu minh nhin lai nhirng gi minh
c6. Dao nay em cé vé khdng hai Iong véi anh, anh ciing
khong thé ndi 1a hanh phuc véi em. Cé 1€ moét chut khoang
cach sé tét cho ca hai chung minh.”

“Lgi cho ca hai? Anh nghi sé t6t cho ching minh?” Toi
muon phat dién Ién vi nhitng IGi anh ndi va cai y nghi nghi
ldy hgi sé lam chung t6i gan nhau han. Hanh d6ng cua anh
qua ich ky, ngay luc moét nam lam viéc cua t6i 8 Runaway
sap vao hoi két thic nhu téi mong chd, va thd thach 16n
nhat trong su nghiép sdp dién ra. Vira roi tdi con budn rau
va ay ndy, nhung gid lai nhudng chd cho ndi tlrc gian. “Thoi
dudc. Minh sé& nghi 1ay hai,” toi chua chat va doc dia. “"Nghe
co vé la ké hoach hay day.”

Trong cap mat ndu anh nhin téi cham cham hién [én vé
sirng s8 va tén thudng. R6i anh nhdm méat that chdt nhu cd
gédng day hinh anh guong mat tdi khoi tri nhé. “Okay, Andy.
Anh s& d& em khoi phai kho xir va anh cling phai di day.
Chldc em vui vé & Paris, anh chuc that long day.” Va trudc
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khi toi kip dinh than, anh hon vao ma téi - tua nhu lam vdi
Lily hau me toi - ro6i di ra cua.

“Alex, anh c6 nghi la minh nén ndi chuyén lai [an nira?”
Toi ndi, c6 gang gilr giong binh tinh - “chang 1€ anh di lubn
bay gio?”

Anh quay lai va mim cudi buén ba: “Hom nay thi thdi,
Andy. Lé ra minh lam viéc dé trong may thang vua qua,
trong ca nam vua qua thi dung han, ch khéng nhbi vao
mot luc dudgc. Em c& suy nghi moi chuyén di, okay? May
tuan nira anh sé goi dién, lic em da quay lai va nghi ngai.
Chic em may man & Paris. Anh biét la em sé& lam viéc t6t.”
Anh md cuira, budc ra va khé déng lai.

Toi chay ngay vao phong Lily d€ nghe c6 khang dinh la
Alex da phan Ung qua da, va chuyén di Paris la cd may Ién
nhat trong tuong lai, va c6 khéng cé van dé rugdu ché gi hét,
va téi khéng phai dlra em gai tbi chi vi di nudc ngoai luc Jill
vira c6 dlra con dau long. Nhung c6 d3 1an ra ngu, dé
nguyén quan do va con chua kip gid chan ra, cdi ly can kho
dé trén ban ngu. Chiéc laptop Toshiba con md canh ngudi.
Khong ro c6 da viét dugc dong nao chua? To6i nhin Ién man
hinh. Gidi that! Lily da viét xong dau dé, dién tén ho, s
luan van, tén giao su va dau dé tam thdi cho bai bao: “Hau
qua tam ly cua tuong quan tinh cam gilra tac gia va doc
gid.” Toi cudi to, nhung c6 khéng cua quay. T6i vac may
tinh trd lai ban, dat chuéng bdo thlrc bay giG va tat den.

TOi vira vao dén phong minh thi di d0ng c6 chudng. Sau
nam giay ding tim nhu thudng 1€ - vi lan nao tbi cling nghi
la BA-AY goi - toi bat ndp may ngay vi doan biét Ia Alex. Tai
biét, anh khdng bd Iirng chuyén. Anh khdng thé chgp mat
ma khong cé nu hén chidc ngu ngon va giac ma dep. Khdng
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thé cd chuyén anh dé téi tro ra ddy ma di, hoan toan vd
cam khi biét chung t6i trong may tuan téi khong thay mat
nhau.

“Cung a?” ToOi pha nhe hdi vao dién thoai. Cho du da
thdy nhd& anh, nhung hién Uc nay t6i hai Iong vi chi gap nah
trén dién thoai ch& khong cé gi phai truc ti€p giang giai.
Pbau tb6i nhirc, ngudi ngdm moi nhu, va toéi chi mudn nghe
néi rang tat ca chi la mot su hiéu I1dm khing khi€p va mai
anh sé goi lai. “Rat vui khi anh goi.”

“Cung? Wow! Tién bd quéa nhi, Andy? Can thdn khdng toi
lai td tudng nghi la chi mén t6i,” Christian ndéi diu dang,
trong dién thoai téi cling nghe dudgc ti€ng anh cudi.

“Q, thi ra anh.”

“Cha, dé khong phai la cau chao than mat nhat ma toi
tirng dugc nghe. C6 van dé gi vay, Andy? Dao nay chi I6 han
toi di, hay t6i nham?”

“Pau cd,” téi ndi doi. “Toi chi cd mot ngay chét tiét, nhu
moi hém thoi. Cé chuyén gi khéng a?”

Anh cudi. “Andy, Andy, Andy, dirng thé&, cé ly do gi dé chi
mat vui dau. Chi dang thénh thang trén dudng hanh phuc.
A, nhan tién hoi chi cé thich dé&n du budi trao gidi thudng
h6i Van but va doc sach tdi mai khéng? Chac sé c6 rat nhiéu
nhan vat thd vi, va cling 1au 1dm t6i chua gap chi - hoan
toan vi ly do cong viéc thoéi, tat nhién.”

V@i t6i, mot cb6 gai da doc khdng bi€t bao nhiéu bai bao
trong Cosmo vé dé tai “Lam sao nhan ra la anh a8y nghiém
tdc?” Thi cham nhat Idc nay la den bao dong da bat do. Va
den cling bat that - nhung t6i ké xac né. HOm nay la mot
ngay |é thé, va toi cho phép minh nghi rang - du chi vai
phat thoi — biét dau, biét dau, BIET DAU, anh ta lai chan
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thanh. Viéc ché gi phai quan tdm. Cadm gidc dé chiu khi tan
chuyén vai phut v8i moét ngudi dan 6ng khong kéu la gi
minh, thdm chi san sang chdp nhan 13 t6i dd cd ngudi yéu.
TOi biét la sé€ khong nhan I8i mGi cua anh, nhung vai phut
tan tinh trong trang qua dién thoai thi cé chét ai?

“Théat thé a?” T6i hoi diéu rét. “Anh k€ tiép dil”

“Téi cd thé doc ca danh sach ly do khién chi nén di cung
toi, Andy, nhung muc s6 mot l[a muc don gian nhat: toi biét
cai gi tét cho chi. Chdm hét.” Cha, bd nay kiéu qua di mét.
Tai sao to6i lai bap vao nhi?

Games da khdi dong. Games thu vao cudc, va chi vai
phut sau la tat cd - chuyén di Paris, thoi nhau vodka dang
ngai cla Lily va anh mat Alex budn thdm - tat ca Iui ra xa
I4c nhudng chd cho cudc dam luadn qua 13 bat-ludng-va-dat-
dao-cadm-xuc-va-nguy-hiém-nhung-tuy-vay-thuc-su-ggi-
tinh-va-thu-vi véi Christian.
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16

Theo ké hoach Miranda sé & Milan mot tuan, hoan tat
cac show thdi trang cung cac trg ly ngudi dia phucng, sau
dé ba dén Paris vao mdt budi sang vdi tdi d€ cung ban thao
moi chi tiét vé bira tiéc nhu hai ngudi ban gai than thiét (ha
ha ha). Hang Delta khong chiu dé dang bd té&n Emily trén vé
bay thanh tén t6i, lam tdi d& buc san lai cang buc thém va
d3t luén vé mdi 2.200 dollar, vi dang tuan Ié thdi trang va
toi mua qua sat gid . Toi giat minh khi bao s6 thé tin dung
cla cong ty. Mac ké, toi nghi, chi bang sé tién Miranda chi
moi tuan riéng cho giat 1a.

Véi chic danh trg ly phu cho Miranda, toi la sinh vat cap
thap nhat 8 Runway. Ngugc lai, mubén dau xudi dudi lot thi
Emily va t6i la 2 nhan vat hung manh nhat thé gigi thdi
trang: ching t6i nadm quyén dinh doat , ai va bao gid dudc
nhan lich hen (uu tién gid sang sém, khi son phan con mdi
va quan do chua co I8p nhau) tin tlc cia ai dugc chuyén
ti€p (ngudBi nao khdong hién tén trén ban tin, ngudi ay khong
ton tai trén daci)

Cé nghia 1a khi mdt trong hai ching tdi cAn hd trg thi
toan bd s6 nhan luc con lai bat budc phai sdn sang. Plng
vay, dong thdi chung t6i I md nhan biét la ca 1t nay - néu
hai ching toi khong tinh cd lam viéc cho Miranda Priestly -
khong ngan ngai gi dung Limousine cua cong ty can bét nhe
ching téi ra . Hién gid thi khi nghe huyt sao la ho chay
thodn thodt di tha vé khlc cui nhu nhitng con cdu dudgc
huan luyén thuan thuc
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Cong viéc chuén bi s6 bédo sap ra bi dirng dét ngbt. Bay
giG quan trong nhat la tao cho t6i moét hinh anh to té€ khi
sang dén Paris. Ba cd bup bé clia phong thdi trang khén
trudng tap hdp may bo canh thich hgp véi nhitng su kién
ma Miranda doi cé su hién dién cua toi. Cho dén khi cat
canh, sép phu trach thgi trang Lucia h(ra s€ lo cho t6i moét
s& ghi chép véi cac ky hoa chi than chuyén nghiép thé hién
moi th( trang phuc ma tdi dem theo, dua vao do tbi cd thé
két hgp cac phén trang phuc v3i nhau theo du ki€u nham
dat phong cahc t6i da va han ché sai [dm xudng tdi thiéu.
Tom lai: chirng nao téi dung dua vao gu lua chon va xép bd
riéng cua minh thi sé cé cd may - tuy rdt mong manh -
xuat hién mot cach banh bao.

Gia su khi t6i theo Miranda vao moOt quan nho va phai
ddng im trong goc nhu moét xac udp trong khi ba nham nhi
ly Bordeaux thi sao? Quan Theory c6 gau I3 vé mau than
chi, di kém 4o cb lo Celine lua den. D&n céu lac bd tennis dé
ba tap vdi hudn luyén vién riéng, san sang di 18y nudc va,
néu co 1énh, dem khan trdng né€u ba toat moé hdi - & do toi
s& mac do thé thao tUr ddu dén chén: &o lién mi cd khédo
kéo (hd rén, tat nhién) mac trén ao Iugi cat gau gia 185
dollar, giay da 10n - déu la d6 Prada ca. Con néu tinh cg -
hoan toan tinh ¢4 - nhu moi ngudi thé séng thé chét la toi
dudc ngbdi hang dau 8 moét show thdi trang thi sao? Luc dé
thi tha ho lua chon thoai mai. Cho dén nay (nhd la bay gic
mdi 1a chiéu th& Hai) téi ua nhét vay x&p kiéu nit sinh cla
Anna Sui, hgp v@i bot Iitng Christian Labourtin rat khéu ggi
va do vest da hiéu Katayone Adeli bé chén dén muc goi la
dam dang cling dudc. TU may thang nay, quan bo Express
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va doi giay lugi Franco Sarto clia t6i nam mdc trong tu, va
thiu that 1a t6i cling khong nhdé ching 1am.

T6i cling phat hién ra 1a Allison, bién tap vién thdm my,
x(rng dang mang danh hiéu ay trong cong nghé lam dep.
Trong vong 24h khi nhan théng bao la téi can mot chut
make-up va rdt nhiéu hudng dan, cd da tap hgp tron goi
moét bd my phdm khdng thiéu th gi . Trdp my phé&m
Burberry ngoai cd@ ma khéng san bay nao cho phép dem
theo 1én cabin ch&ra phdn ddnh mi mat, kem gilt am, son
bong, kem, but ké va make-up & du dang thlc trén dai, son
moi loai ma, béng, khong tan trong nudc, mascara sau do
dam nhat tur xanh da trgi dén den nhu muc Tau, kep long
mi va hai chdi long dé phong (lay chda), phén von cuc.

Cac loai phén - tinh ra chiém dén nlra s6 my pham -
dung dé 16t hodc nh&n hodc Iam diu mi mat, da mat hay go
ma, phong phi dén ndi moi bang pha mau cua hoa si phai
phat ghen: cé loai dé tao nhi, co loai chuyén gay diém
nh&n, nhiéu loai khac dung d&€ gdy &n tudgng to ra, nho di
hoac che b6t khiEm khuyét.

T6i dudc thodi mai chon loai Idng, ran hay dang bot,
hodc tron ca ba th& dé tao mau mdi. Kinh khiing nhét 1a 1p
|6t: c nhu ai do 16t mot miéng da mat t6i va tron thanh
mot bat td v8i mau sic chinh xac nhu ban mau. Goi Ia “tao
bong” hay “che chd thd”- tha that 1& moi mot lo ti xiu trong
b6 my phdm déu lam cho da mat tdi dep han so vdi lGc cha
sinh me dé . Trong moét cdi rap in ca r6 khac, khong nho
hon may, la cac phu kién: ndm bong, gidy thdm, que bdng
bot bién, gan hai ta ban chai, khan tdy trang, hai loai nudc
tdy phdn mat (gir &m va khdng pha dau), va khéng dudi
mot t& - MOT TA - kem gilr &m cho da mét, cho cd thé, vdi
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tdc dung ngdm vao da, hé s6 chdng nang 15, khéng lam
bong, tron mau, cé hucdng khong huong, chéng di Ung
chéng nép nhan, khdng khuan va - phong truéng hop trong
thang Mudi ma anh nang Paris chét tiét con vé dudc toi —
kem 16 hoi.

Trong tuUi canh cua trap nhoé hon con cé them cac tam
hinh ¢ I8n vdi nhitng khuén méat in sadn , d8 dudc trang
diém hoan hdo ma Allison cdn than cét vao lam tai liéu truc
quan. Mot trong nhitng khuén m3t mau 8y mang tiéu dé
kha la tai “KHONG THICH HOP DAI LE! QUA TAM THUONG!”
Khudén mat tam thudng nay co I6p phan 16t mong, dung
phdn nhi 18y mau va két thidc bang hai chdm son dang
nudc hay kem: hai mat dong vién tham rat sexy, quang
dam, 16ng mi chu6t den thui va son uGt c6 mau bong 10n to
moi rat dai khai. Téi I&m ba&m ndi vdi Allison [a téi khdng thé
lam dudc ki€u nay, cd gidn dir dap. “Hy vong chi khéng cb
dip phai lam ki€u nay” cd ndéi gay gat, dong thdi ciling rat
blrc xuc, chac vi quéa suc chiu dung su ngu dot cla toi.

“Thé tai sao tdi phai dem theo ngét hai td mat mau va
cac hudng dan sir dung khac nhau?”

Anh mét khinh miét clia cd giéng Miranda nhu tac.

“Andrea, khéng dua dau. Chi dé& phong trudng hop khén
cap tho6i, néu Miranda goi chi di theo vao diung phut cudi
clung, hodc thg trang diém cua chi khéng cé mat. A nhan
tién tdi nhé ra la tdi dinh cho chi xem nhitng my pham lam
téc da chuén bj.”

Trong lUc Allison bay t6i cach s dung bdn loai ban chai
tron khac nhau khi sdy toc, t6i c6 gang déan y nghia nhiing
13i c6 vUr ndi. Theo tdi hi€ thi tdi cling c6 nhan vién lam téc
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va trang diém? T6i chi chudn bj cho Miranda, thé ai sé cham
sOc t6i?

“Van phong Paris”, Allison thd dai tra I0i. “Chi dai dién
cho Runway, hi€u khdng, va Miranda rdt nhay cadm vdi
chuyén nay. Chi sap cé mat tai mot sé ndi trong cac su kién
hoanh trang nhat thé gidi, bén canh Miranda Priestly. Chac
chi khéng dinh ndi 1a chij sé tu trang diém cho minh?”

“Khong, tat nhién la khong. Nhat dinh cé chuyén nghiép
ho trg thi sé t6t han. Cdm dn chi.”

Allison con hanh ha t6i thém hai tiéng nira, cho dén khi
c6 yén chi la néu moét trong mudi bon lich lam viéc véi nhan
vién lam tdc va trang diém cla tudn téi chang may bi I3 thi
toi sé khong lam xdu mat s€p bang cach bdi mascara Ién
moi, hoac cao troc hai bén dau chua lai chdm téc chao mao.
Khi moi viéc xong xudi, toi tudng co thi gid chay xubng can
tin mua bat xup béo ngay, song Allison da v4 dién thoai cua
Emily - chinh clia c6 ngay trudc va goi cho Stef bén bd
phan phu kén.

“Chao chj. Téi d& xong rdi, c6 &y van con day. Chj co lén
day khong?”

“Dgi da. To6i an trua da, trudc khi Miranda quay vé.”

Allison trgn tron mat, hét nhu Emily. T6i tu hoi, liéu co
phai vi tri cdng tédc nay khién ngudi ta thé hién bat binh
giong nhau: “Thoéi dugc. Khéng, khbéng tb6i vua ndi vdi
Andrea,” c6 noi vao dién thoai va nhudng may - bat ngo
qua, bat ngd qua- giong hét Emily. “"Cé vé nhu c6 ay doi
bung. T6i bié€t, vang tdi biét ma. T6i sé nhan c6 dy. Nhung
c6 8y van nhat dinh mudn... 8n.”

Trong vong ba phut toéi da quay lai van phong vdi bat
xUp kem suUp Id xanh vé&i pho mat cheddar va thay Miranda
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ngbi & ban, ba gilr 6ng nghe cach xa tai vdi vé kinh sg, tua
nhu cd dia qudn xung quanh. Khéng hiéu tdi cé con sbéng
dén t6i nay dé thdy ba bay di Milan theo k& hoach?

“C6 chudng dién thoai. Andrea , nhung khi t6i nhadc may
- vi ro rang la chi khéng quan tam viéc d6 - thi khéng nghe
ai noi ca . Chi giai thich cho toi hién tugng nay dudc khong
N

Tat nhién la téi giai thich dugc, nhung khdong phai cho
ba. Tuy rat hi€m khi nhung cé [uc Miranda mot minh & van
phong, va nhac may khi cé chudng. Dé dang Ia ngudi goi tdi
s€ bi choang khi nghe tiéng ba va vdi vang dat may. Khong
ai chuén bij tinh thdn dugc ndi chuyén vdéi ba, vi khd nang
dudgc n6i may bang khong. Trong may phat vang mat trong
hop thu cuda t6i c6 thém hang chuc email cia cac bién tap
vién va trg ly bao cho biét - néu t6i chua biét - la Miranda
vira tu cam dién thoai “cac cau di dau roi?” La cau hadi kinh
hoang trong tat ca cac email. “Ba ay tu nhan dién thoai
dgy!”

T6i [Am bAm noi dai khai 1a thing thodng van xay ra
chuyén cé nguGi goi tdi roi cup may, nhung Miranda khong
con mudn nghe. Ba khdng nhin tdi nira, ma chuyén dnh mat
qua bat xup trén tay téi. M6t vét chat long dac sét rin tu tu
doc theo thanh bén ngdai bat. N6i ghé tdm nhén rd ra nét
mat khi ba nhan ra rang t6i khéng chi cam th&r d6 an gi dé
trong tay ma con cé du dinh sé cho né vao bung .

“Chi vt ngay di hd téi!” Ba réng lén tu khoang cach
nam thudc. “Chi ngui thdy mui la toi du phat 6m Ién r6i”.

Toi tdng thd pham qudy nhiéu vao sot rdc va nudi tiéc

nhin theo d6 an bi mat di, trudc khi tiéng ba kéo giat tbi vé
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thuc tai .

“T6i d& sdn sang tong duyét”. Ba rit 1én, dua lung vao ghé,
thanh than hon vi dad téng kh& dudc thuc phdm khoi
Runway. “Khi nao tdng duyét xong thi chi goi phién hop
chinh”

Moi I8i ndi clia ba gdy ra mot ludng adrenaline chay qua
than thé tdi: chua bao gid tdi biét chdc chan ba mudn gi, do
dd ludén nghi ngai khéng réo minh cé lam dung hay khong .
Ky thuc phén lich téng duyét va hop hang tuén la viéc clua
Emily. Nhin vao lich cong tac, toi biét 3 gid chiéu nay co
muc Téng duyét chup anh Sedona, Lucis/Helen. Tdi vdi bdm
sO0 may cua Lucia va ndi ngay khi khi thay dau knhac may.

“S€p dgi.” téi noi dut khoat nhu truyén quan Iénh.
Helen, trg ly cda Lucia, dat may khong néi mot IGi, va toi
bi€t c6 cung Lucia da di dudc nuia doan dudng dén van
phong. Néu trong vong hai mugi lam, t6i da hai mugi lam
gidy nlra ma chua th8y ai dén thi tdi s& bi cir di dé tim ho va
truc ti€p nhac nhd diéu ma that ra ho da biét roi : néu to
goi dién va ndi: “Sép dgi” thi cé nghia la ngay lap tuc. Vé
nguyén tac chi cd mot diéu lam buc minh, dé la Iénh bat di
giay cao got cang nhon cang t6t . Chay khap van phong di

tim nhitng nguGi chi rinh tréon biét trudc Miranda da la viéc
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khéng cbé gi vui vé ca , khd hon nita 1a khi ho trén vao
phong vé sinh.bdt k& viéc ngudi ta lam trong dé la viéc gi
néu khéng dudc coi Ia cd dé xin 16i khédng xuét hién dudc &
thdi diém da dinh — bat budc tdi phai tdn tdi, nhiéu khi phai
doan ngudi qua giay dép lap 16 dudi cla toa lét rb6i viura nai
xin vira ra 1énh ké bj tim cd h3y nhanh nhanh chdm dut
cdng viéc dé dén trinh dién & phong Miranda Priestly . Ngay
lap tuc

May man cho moi ngudi trong cudc la Helen dén sau vai
gidy, c6 ddy mét gid treo nang triu quan 4o dén ndi lIéch hén
sang mot bén, kéo theo moét gid treo nira sau lung . Sau
chut ngdp ngirng, c6 thdy Miranda vay tay I3 ddng va cb
day ca hai gid treo qua clra kép 1én nén tham day.

“Hét roi a? Hai gid thdi?” Miranda héi, thodng ngang |én
khoi td sura bai.

Helen bi bat ngd ra mat khi ba hoi cb6 truc tiép, vi
Miranda khéng bao gid ndi chuyén vdéi trg ly cua ngudi khac.
Nhung khi Lucia chua hién ra vdi gid treo thi chac Miranda
noi vai co.

“A, khong Lucia d&n ngay va dem theo hai ga treo nifa.

To6i c6 dudc phép, a, bat dau cho ba xem nhiing th ching
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toi da dat khéng a?” Helen ludng cubng hoi va kéo chiéc ao
quay trum Ién cap vay.

“ Khéng”

ROi thi : “Aan-dree-aa, di tim Lucia. Theo dong ho toi la
ba gid. T6i cd nhiéu viéc dé lam hon la ngbi dgi cho dén khi
quy ba xong” K€ ra ciing khong dung h&n, vi ba van dang
sUr bai, va tu khi téi goi dién dén gid chua qua ba mugi lam
phut. Nhung tdéi ngam miéng thi han.

“Khong can thiét, Miranda, toi day ro6i,” Luca vua ndi vua
hén hén, tay kéo tay déy hai gid treo qua trudc mat tdi khi
toi dinh dirng day di tim. “Xin 16i. Ching t6i c( ngdi dgi bén
YSL dua dén chiéc mang to cudi cung”

Co6 dung cac gia treo da phan loai (theo s mi, ao khodac,
quan va vay, ao dai) thanh hinh vong cung trudc ban
Miranda roi khoat tay cho Helen di khéi. Sau d6 Miranda va
Lucia tong duyét tirng th&r mot va tranh cdi xem d6 nao dem
di chup &nh & Sedona, Arizona. Lucia ing hd ki€u thdgi trang
“nir cao bdi diéu” theo y cd sé rat ndi trudc day ndi dad mau
do phia sau, nhung Miranda khang khang bac bd vi ba thich
“diéu” thoi, ban thann”cao bo6i” va “diéu” la hai khai niém
phan nhau ro rét . Cé Ié ba bi bbi thuc mén “nlr cao boi

diéu” & bira tiéc cua em trai Mg-C3-bd . Tbi chu y khdng
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gop IGi nao vao cudc tranh luan, cho dén khi Miranda goi tén
tdi, sai di go nhirng ngudi chiu tradch nhiém tdng duyét phu
kién

Toi 1&p tdc xem lai s6 ghi chép ctia Emily, nhung dung
nhu téi nghi, hdm nay khéng cé chuong trinh téng duyét
phu kién.

TOi goi dién cho Stef, bao cho c6 bi€t Miranda dang dgi
va cau Chua la Emily chi guén ghi vao lich thoi.

V6 ich. Ho chi cd lich hen chiéu mai téng duyét phu
kién: t&i thi€u mdét phan tu nhitng sdn phdm ho can con dgi
bén quang cao dem tdi.

“Khéng thé |lam dugc dau,” Stef giai thich, nhung giong
c6 yéu suc thuyét phuc han nhirng IGi c6 ndi ra.

“T6i biét ndi gi vbi sép bay gig?” Toi thi thao.

“No&i cho sép biét su that: mai mdi cd lich téng duyét, da
sO hang chua co day, t6i noi nhiém tuc day. Bon téi dang doi
mot chi€c tUi da hoi, mot vi dam, ba chiéc vi cé tua khac
nhau, bon dbéi giay, hai day chuyén, ba..”

“Okay, okay, toi sé ndi va@i sép. Chi cir ddng canh dién
thoai nhé, va nhac may khi téi goi lai. O dia vi clia chj toi sé&
thu x&p moi th s&n sang . Toi ca véi chi Ia sép khdng quan

tdm dén lich tdng duyét ducgc bé tri lic nao.”
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Khong ndi mot Igi, Stef cap may. Toi quay lai va ngoan
ngoan dgi canh clra cho dén khi Miranda nhin thay t6i. Ddi
ba nhin sang phia t6i do héi , t6 ndi: “Miranda, toi vU noi
chuyén véi Stef , va cd 8y ndi 1a ngay mai mdi co lich tdng
duyét, do vay con thi€u nhiéu thd. Nhung tat ca sé..”

“Aan-dree-aa, don gian la téi khdong thé tudng tuong ra
cac ngudi mau tréong ra sao néu thiéu gidy, tli hay trang
sirc, va ngay mai toi da & Y roi. Noi véi Stef dua cho toi tong
duyét nhitng gi da cé san, va chudn bj nhitng thr khac dé
xem trén anh cling dudc.” ba quay lai v48i Lucia va may gia
treo quan do.

Chuyén tin nay dén Stef lam tdi nhg t&i thanh ngi”lam
phuc phai t6i”. C6 I6ng Ién.

“T6i khdong phai phu thiy dé hdéa phép trong ba muoi
gidy ra di dd ma téng duyét, chi khéng hi€u a? Quén khan
truong! Nam trg ly cua t6i thi thi€u bon, va con bé thr nam
thi tham ngu. Chdé ma that, t6i phai lam gi day, Andrea?”
Stef lam om sOm |én nhung & day khdng cé gi dé xin xo.
“Okay, tot day,” toi véo von ndi trong khi li€c qua Miranda
vOn c6 sd tai nghe hét moi chuyén. “To6i ndi véi Miranda la

chi dén ngay” T6i cup may trudc khi Stef d0a Ién nlc nd.
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To6i khong bat ngd khi hai phut ruGi sau Stef xuat hién
cung cO trg ly thdm ngu cua minh, kéo thém hai nhan vat
mugn tam — mot trg ly thdi trang va James- tat ca déu mat
mi 1dm 1ét va khuan cac thing ngoai ¢& dan bang liéu gai.
Ho di’ng vo van trudc ban tdi trudec khi Miranda khé gat dau
goi vao. Do Miranda khoéng cé vé mudn rdi phong minh, ho
phai khuan tat ca nhirng gia treo va cac thung dung giay va
phu kién day ngap dén trudc mat ba.

Khi nhdm lam phu kién xép cac th& thanh hang 16i ngay
ngan trén tham dé& Miranda tdng duyét, van phong cla ba
trong nhu mot chg phién & Ba Tu - di nhién cé hagi hudng
Madison Avenue hdn. MOt bién tap vién trinh cho ba xem
chiéc that lung da ran gia 2.000 dollar, m6t ngudi khac dua
chi€c xac 16n cta Kelly. Ngudi th(r ba gidi thiéu ao dai Fendi,
trong khi ngudi th(r tu ca tung céc uu di€ém cla nhung the.
Trong vong ba mugai giay va mac cho may do con thi€u, Stef
dad tdp hop mét bdé phu kién gdn nhu hoan hao dé tdng
duyét. Nhirng gi thi€u bé khuyét bang hang clda nhing lan
chup anh trudc, ho giai thich cho Miranda la khong nhirng
gan giébng ma con tét hon. Tat ca bon ho déu la bac thay
trong linh vuc cia minh, nhung Miranda con han ho mot cai

dau. Ba dong vai mot khach hang kiém IGi, lanh lung ngdm
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tlr quay nay sang quay khac, khéng khen moét cau gia tao
lay 1&. ROt cubc, dn Chua, khi ha quyét dinh roi thi ba chi
tay va ra lénh , con cac bién tdp vién gét dau kinh cén
(“Bung day, chon qud tuyét vai,” Oi, tat nhién ly tudng”).
R6i ho gdi moi th( lai va chudn that nhanh vé phong minh
trude khi Miranda thay doi y kién.

Toan bd cudc thdm dinh cdng thang chi kéo dai vai phut,
nhung sau dé thi ndi kinh hoang trong tat cd ching toi
nhudng chd cho su mét méi. Sdng nay Miranda d& thong
bdo |a khoang bdn gid chiéu ba sé& vé nha dé chai vdi hai
dlra sinh déi vai tiéng trudc lic di xa. Vay |a toi cat budi hop
chinh, khién tat ca thd phao. Bung bbén gid kém hai phut ba
bat dau xép do dac - khong co6 gi vat va, vi nhirng gi quan
trong va nang né thi té6i sé cho chd dén nha ba t6i nay, kip
trude gid khdi hanh. Noi cho cung thi ba chdng phai lam gi
khac ngoai viéc dut chiéc vi Gucci va dién thoai di dong
Motorola va tui Fendi ludén bi ba s dung sai muc dich. May
tuan gan day Cassidy da 1ay chiéc tdi 10.000 dollar nay lam
cap di hoc, két qua la nhiéu vién cudm va mot quai tdi bi
tong. Sau do6 chiéc tui dau tén ban t6i” theo Iénh Miranda toi
phai dem chita hay qudng di néu khong chita dugdc. Toi

ngoan cudng chéng lai su cdm do dé ding k& véi ba 1a né
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hong roi va Idy lam cua riéng. Thay vao dé t6i vua tim ra
mot hiéu sira d6 da va nhd chira vdi gia 25 dollar beo bot.
Pgi ba ta ra khdi, bat gidc tdi v4§i tay téi dién thoai dé€ khdc
than cho ngay hom nay vdi Alex. Nhan dugdc nlra hang s6 thi
toi nhd lai nhirtng gi chling t6i da thoa thuan véi nhau. HOmM
nay la ngay dau tién tU ba nam nay chung t6i khéng chuyén
trdo cung nhau. T6i ngbi dd, tay cam 6ng nghe, mat nhin
email anh gui hom trudc, két thuac véi "Em yéu”. Toi tu hoi ,
liéu minh c6 pham 16i 18n khi @ng y nghi 18y hoi hay khong.
ROi tdi nhdn s§ [an nita dé€ ndi véi anh la ching téi 1én né
chuyén vdéi nhau Ian nifa va tim ra nhirng gi truc trac - va
t6i san sang nhan trach nhiém phan minh cho su xuéng déc
tlr tir trong quan hé hai ngudi. Xong trudc khi dau kia dé
chudng thi Stef da dén trudc ban tbi, sau khi hoan tat cudc
tdbng duyét chdp nhodng, nay cdm trong tay k€& hoach vé
phu kién cho chién dich & Paris. Bay giG phai ban bac ky vé
giay va tui, that lung va trang sic, tat va kinh ram. To6i dat
may xuéng va cé 1dng nghe cdc hudng dan cua cé.

Bay tiéng dong ho ngbi tang gilta trén may bay, thém
vao dé la bo canh bao gobm quan da bd cirng, xang dan mdé
budc day, Blazer va do quay, chac phai la cudc du lich xudng

dia nguc. Nhung khéng. Bay ti€ng trén khong la thdgi gian
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thu thai nhat ma toéi tirng biét. Sau khi Miranda va t6i cung
lic bay dén Paris trén hai dudng khac nhau - Miranda tu
Milan va toi ti New York — d6t nhién to6i rdi vao tinh trang hi
hitu : bay gid lién, cd mot ngay, ba ay khong goi téi dudgc,
va cling khong phai 16i tai toi.

Vi nhitng ly do ma chinh téi khéng hi€u ndi, khi nghe ké
vé chuyén di b6 me t6i khéng cé vé vui mung nhu toi nghi.

"0, thé a”? Me to6i hdi véi kiéu rat riéng, hlra hen nhiéu
adn y xa x06i han nhitng chir ndi ra. “Budng lic nay con di
Paris a?”

“Me noi dung luc nay nghia la gi?”

“A, thoi diém nay dé di Chau Au nghe chirng khéng ly
tudng lam, thé thoi” ba ndéi map md, song téi nghe thay Idi
trach c& ciia ba me Do Thai chat chira dang sau.

“Sao lai thé a? Bao gid la ly tuéng?”

“Con dung buc minh Andy. Ba may thang nay con khong
vé nha roi. B6 me khong trach con, vi b6 me biét cong viéc
cla con nhoc nhan ra sao. Nhung con c6 mudn nhin mat
chdu khdng? N6 d& may thang tudi roi ddy, ma con van
chua thay mat mdi né ra sao”

“Me di, dirng d& con cadm thay cé 16i. Con thém thay

Isaac dén chét di dudc, nhung dao nay khong di dau dudc,
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me biét rbi day...”

“B6 me da nodi la cho con tién vé di Houston, ding
khong?”

“Vang! B6 me ndéi dén mot nghin [an roi. Con biét, va
con cam on me, nhung day khong phai chuyén tién nong.
Con khong rdi cong viéc ra dugc mot phut, bay giG Emily lai
nghi nifa. Khéng thé bdng dung ding day ma di dudc , ngay
ca vao cudi tuan. Me tha tudng tugng la con bay sudt doc
nudc My dé€ rdi lai bay vé ngay, chi vi Miranda sdng th( bay
sai con di 1ay do6 giat la, nhu thé cé dudc hay khong?”

“Tat nhién khong, Andy me chi nghi, a, b6 me nghi

trong may tudn tdi con co thé dén tham anh chi, vi Miranda
khong & van phong. Néu thé thi b6 me cling dé€n cung ludn.
Nhung dung lic nay con lai di Paris.
Nghe giong thi biét ba nghi gi khi néi cau ay ra miéng.
“Nhung dung ldc nay con lai di Paris” cling cdé nghia la
“Sudng nhi, cd bay di Chau Au, con dém xia gi dén nghia vu
gia dinh n{ra”

“Me, con giai thich [an cu6i cung va khong mudn nhac lai
n{fa: con khéng di nghi mat. Khéng phai con thich chon di
Paris con han gap chau. bay khéng phai do con quyét dinh,

chdc b6 me cling hi€u ngay ca khi khdng mudn hiéu.
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Chuyén rat ddn gian: ba hom nira con bay di Paris moét tuan
véi Miranda, hodc la bi dudi viéc. Me cé thdy cadch nao khac
khong? NEu thay thi cho con biét”

Me toi 1ang ngudi mat mot 1at va nodi: “Khong, tat nhién
khdng, con gdi ciia me a. Con biét Ia b me hi€u con me chi
mong, a, mong con vui vé trong moi chuyén.”

“Thé& nghia la gi?” T6i hdi sang.

“Khoéng co gi, khéng co gi,” ba voi noi. * Me khéng nai gi
ngoai trir la b6 me chi lo sao con sao con khée manh , vui
vé. Hinh nhu, a, dao nay con tu tao nhiéu ap luc cho minh.
Moi viéc 6n ca khdng?”

Toi diu giong khi thay ba c6 té ra quan tam. “Vang, me
oi, moi viéc 6n ca. Con cling khéng sung sudng gi khi di
Paris, me bi€t r6i ma. Bo6 sé& 12 moét tuan dia nguc, tU sang
sém dén t6i mit . Nhung nam lam viéc cia con sdp xong,
sau do la co thé xoa tay bo moi thd sau lung dugc roi.”

“Me biét, con gai yéu a. Me biét la con cé mot nam vat
va. Me cling mong la két qua xi'ng dang vai cong suc con
bo ra. Vay thoi”

“Vang con ciing thé”

Ching t6i dat may trong su dong cam, tuy rang toi

khong bd dugc cam giac la b6 me that vong vi toi.
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Ngi l[dy hanh ly & Paris la mot con 4c méng, nhung qua
khoi clra hai quan la toi thay ngay mot tai xé an mac lich
su, tay vung tdm bién dé tén tdi, va vira déng clra xe 1a anh
ta dua t6i moét chiéc dién thoai di dong.

“Ba Priestly nhan la chi goi ngay cho ba khi xuéng dén
san bay. T6i da tu cho phép minh ghi nhé s6 dién thoai
khach san vao nut goi nhanh. Ba ay ¢ phong Coco Chanel.”

“A vang, okay, cdm on anh, th& thi tdi goi dién ludn
nhé,” toi ndi nhu thura. Trudc khi téi kip nhan nut goi nhanh
thi dién thoai da réo chudng va bat sang do. Khoéng co lai xe
va anh mat sudt rudt cta anh ta thi téi da tat chudng va 16
di may giay, nhung toi khéng tranh dugdc cam giac la anh ta
dudc cir giam sat minh. Co6 gi dé trong vé mat anh canh bao
la sé& khong hay ho gi cho t6i néu khong bat dién thoai.

“Al6, Andrea Sachs day,” t6i noi rat chuyén nghiép nhu
von cb thé, déng thdi tu cadch véi minh, liéu cd thé ai ngoai
Miranda.

“Aan-dree-aa! Bong ho deo tay cua chi dang chi may gid
7
DAy 13 ciu bay a? Cau tiép theo sé& 1a trach toi dén chdm?

“A dé toi xe. Bay gid Ia 5 gid 15 sang, nhung tat nhién
téi chua chinh lai gid Paris. Nghia la that ra da 11 gig 15
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mdi dung” T6i vui vé ndi, hy vong la dad bat dau tur té cudc
td chuyén th& nhat trong tuan I& I& thé sip tdi.

“Cam on chi vé bai tudng thuat dai dong, Aan-dree-aa.
Cho phép t6i dugc hoi, chinh xac la chi da lam gi trong ba
mudi lam phut viua réi?”

“Vang, Miranda, may bay xuéng cham may phut, sau d6
toi con phai..”

“T6i doc trong to chudng trinh ma chi viét cho toi la may
bay cua chi xuéng luc 10 giG 35 sang”

“Vang, theo ding chudng trinh thi thé, nhung ba thay
day...

“T6i khong can chi day minh thay gi , Aan-dree-aa. DUt
khoat dé la cach lam viéc khéng thé chdp nhén dudc trong
tuan t&i chi @& hiéu tdi chua?”

“Wang, tat nhién. Toi xin 16i” Tim toi cé 18 dap dén mot
triéu mot phut, va téi cam thay mat minh ndéng bung Ién vi
xau hd. X&8u hd vi ngudi ta ndi vdi tdi badng cai giong &y,
nhung con x&u hé han khi tdi phai chdp nhdn cho ngudi ta
d6i xUr vai toi nhu thé&. Toi vira xin 16i -thuc su- 1a @3 khéng
lam cho chuyén bay quéc té ha canh dlung gig, da thé con

d6t nat dén ndi khdng di thdng tudt qua clra hai quan Phap.
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T6i ap mat vao cla kinh xe nhin ra cu6c s6ng héi ha
trén dudng phd Paris. Phu nit ¢ day cé vé cao han, noi
chung ai cling an mac dep, thon tha va dang diéu quy phai.
Khong phai l[an dau tién tbi tdi Paris, nhung nhin tu ghé sau
chiéc Limousine sang trong, cac ctra hiéu nho nhd va quan
quan ca phé via hé gay an tuong khac hdn nhu hdi con vac
ba 16 du lich va tro ¢ khu phd xa trung tam. Cidng thich day
ch(’ , toi nghi bung. Lai xe quay lai chi cho tdi chd dé may
chai nudc, néu tobi can.

Xe d6 trudc clra khach san, mot ngudi dan 6ng lich thiép
(t6i doan la mac complé may do) chay ra md culra cho toi.

“Chij Sachs, rat han hanh la rét cuoc dudc thay mat chi.
T6i la Gerard Renaud.” Giong 6ng nhe nhang va dang tin
cay. Mai toc bach kim va nhirng nép nhan sau trén khudn
m&t cho thdy 6ng I8n tudi han tdi van dodn khi goi dién cho
1& tan.

“Ong Renaud, rat vui mirng cé ngay dudc gdp mat 6ng!”
Bat chot tdi chi mong dudc lan ra mot chiéc giudng ém ai va
ngu cho qua con mét modi vi lIéch gid, nhung Renaud da
nhanh chdong lam t6i tinh mdng.

“Chi Andrea. T6i sg la chi chua cdé thi gid nhan phong

riéng dau. Ba Priestly mudn gap chi tai phong minh, ngay
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|ap tic Mt 6ng hién r& vé héi 16i, trong mot thodng toi
thuong hai 6ng han ca chinh minh. R6 rang 6ng khong vui
vé gi khi phai lam moét nguGi dem tin.

“Cho chét” toi lau bau, khéng nhan ra dudc ngay da lam
ong Renaud kho x(r. T6i nd nu cudi than thién va bat dau
lai. “Xin dng th( 16i, tdi vira bay mot chuyé&n dai kinh khdng,
Ong cho t6i biét tim Miranda & dau dudc khéng a?”

“Nhat dinh réi thua chi. Ba ay dang & phong minh, toi co
an tudng la ba rat voi mudn dudc ti€p chi”. Toi liéc qua
Renaud va cdé cdm giac la 6ng hai nhuédn may; trong dién
thoai 6ng gay an tugng cuc ky chin chu, nhung bay gid toi
thdy ngS ngd. Tat nhién 1a 6ng qua chuyén nghiép dé khdng
|6 ra diéu gi bat Igi, lai cang khong I8 miéng bao gid. Nhung
toi doan la dbi va@i 6ng, Miranda cling dang ghét nhu déi vdi
toi vay. Khong phai la t6i c6 chirng c nao trong tay, song
ddn gian la lay dau ra mot ngudi nao ma khong ghét ba ta.

Thang may md ra, 6ng Renaud mim cudi dua téi vao.
Ong néi tiéng Phap vdi ngudi phuc vu dua téi l1&én tan roi
chia tay. Ngudi phuc vu dan t6i dén phong clia Miranda roi
bién vdi sau khi gb clra, d&€ méc tdéi mdt minh ducng dau vdi

Miranda.

https://thuviensach.vn



T6i hoi ngac nhién khi Miranda tu ra md& clra. Trong mudi
mot thang trdi di ra di vao & nha ba, tdi chu thay ba dong
chdn déng tay lam bét cr viéc gi - k& ca nhitng cir ddng
don gian nhu tra IGi dién thoai, 1ay do trong tu ra hay tu roét
cho minh c6c nudc. Tua nhu ba da theo dao Do Thai chinh
théng va ngay nao ciling la Shabbat, con to6i, tat nhién, la
dira hdu trong ngay |é &y.

MOt cd gai xinh xan mang dong phuc md clra va dua t6i vao
phong, mat c6 rung rung budn ba va nhin cdm xudng san.

“Aan-dree-aa!” Co tiéng goi tU dau dé vong ra trong
phong khach 16ng Iay nhat ma toi tirng thay trong ddi. “Aa-
drea-aa, bo Chanel cua t6i phai dem ui gap vao t6i nay. b6
gli may bay hong hét ca. C’ tuéng nhan vién Concorde
phai biét vdn chuyén hanh ly tlr té chlr, d6 dac cla tdi trong
khi€p qua. Xong viéc thi chi goi cho trudng Horace Mann
xem hai dlra bé c6 di hoc dung giG khong. Tu gid tré di sang
nao chi cling lam viéc ay - t6i khong tin con bé Annabelle.
MOi tdi chi ndi chuyén véi Cassidy va Caroline va 1ap danh
muc tat ca bai tdp vé nha va bai kiém tra. Moi sang, trudc
gid &n sang td6i mudn cé bdo cdo viét. A, goi dién ngay cho
thuong nghi si Schumer, rdt khan. Cudi cung thi tdi muén

chi gép thang cha Renaud ngu xuén, ndi véi hdn la trong
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thdi gian toi & day t6i can nhan vién cé trinh do, néu doi hoi
dé cao qua thi tbi tin la 6ng giam dbéc khach san sé phai
nhay vao. Con bé dan don ma ho gui dén day cé van dé vé
tam than .”

T6i nhin sang cd gai dang thuog run rdy d’ng gan cua
nhu con chudt bi do6n vao goc nha va cd nubt nudc mat. Toi
dodn la c6 hi€u dudc ciu ti€éng Anh vira réi va ném cho cd
anh nhin than thién nhat, nhung cd van tiép tuc run 18y bay.
T6i nhin quanh phong va c6 nhd hét nhitng viéc Miranda
ban ra nhu sing.

“Xong ngay a” toi néi vu vo vé phia tiéng ba vong ra,
dau do6 sau chiéc piano canh va mudi bay binh hoa phan tan
trong khap can phong to nhu cai nha.” Toi quay lai ngay vdi
nhirng viéc ba giao”. T6i nhin lai Ian nlra phong khach hoanh
trang. Khéng nghi ngd gi ni{ra, vé mat nguy nga va xa xi thi
noé vugt trén tat ca nhirng gi téi da thay : rem gam, tham
day mau kem, khan tg tam day phu trén giudng ngoai cd va
nhitng blc tudgng nhd ma vang trén dé& gd gu do. Riéng
chiéc tivi man hinh mong va dan stereo mau bac ti€t |16 rang
phong nay khong dudc ban tay bac thay cua thé ky trudc
trang hoang.

T6i né ngudi trdnh c6 hédu phong dang run rdy budc ra
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ngoai. Ngoai hanh lang t6i gap lai nhan vién phuc vu nhat
gan. “Phién anh chi phong cua t6i 8 dau dudc khéng a” toi
héi that lich su nhu cé thé, nhung chdc anh ta nghi sép bi
toi da dit nén di trudc that nhanh. Cach dé hai muagi mét
anh ta mé mot phong khong cé sé trén cura.

“Day a, hy vong ba sé hai Iong.”

T6i vao mot phong gan nhu ban sao cua phong Miranda,
duy nhat phong khach bé hon va thay vi chiéc giuGng ngoai
¢S 1a mot giudng ddi. O vi tri ban piano 1a mét ban viét vi
dai bdng gb gu do, ké sdn hé thng tong dai dién thoai may
tinh, may in laser, may quét va fax. Phong & day rat giéng
nhau vé trang tri xa xi va am ap.

“Thua ba, ctra ndy dan ra hanh lang riéng néi thdng vdi
phong cua ba Priestly” anh ta néi va dinh mé clra.

“Khong! Rat tét, td6i khong can xem, biét thé la du,” toi
li€c xem phu hiéu khac tén anh ta gan trén nguc do dong
phuc 1a lugt rat cdn than. “Cadm dn... Stephane,” tdi thoc tay
vao tui 18y tién boa va suc nhd la quén dai tién Euro va
cling khdng d6 lai rut 8 may ATM nao. “Xin 16i, tdi chi cé
dollar My, dudc khéng a?”

M3t dd lung, anh dai dong kiém I8i thanh minh. “0,
khong, thua ba, dirng ban tam may chuyén vat. Ba Priestly
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s€ lo may chi tiét nay khi rGi khach san. Con néu ba can
tién dia phuong khi ra khoi khach san thi téi chi cho”. Anh ta
di ra chiéc ban khung long, kéo ngan kéo trén cung va lay
dua t6i mot phong bi cé logo chi nhanh Phap cua Runway.
Trong d6 la mot xap tién Euro tuong duong vai 4.000 dollar
va tdm thiép cla Briget Jardin, ba téng bién tép, dong thdi
la ngudi ganh dau khé trong trach chinh vé 1ap k& hoach va
diéu phdi chuyén di cling nhu bira tiéc cua Miranda:
Andrea yéu quy, rat vui thdy chi nhdp hdi! Ché tién
Euro nay dé chi ding khi & Paris. Téi d& goi dién théng
nh&t vdi 6ng Renaud 1a 6ng 8y 24/24 sé&n sang phuc vu
Miranda. Phia dudi la cac sé dién thoai dé tim éng &y
trong khach san va & nha, ngoai ra co s6 cua bép
trudng, phu trach dbi xe phuc vu va di nhién ca sé cua
giam déc khach san. Ho déu da co dip cham sdc
Miranda trong nhirng dip lam Show thdi trang, chac
chdc sé khéng co vén dé€ gi. Tat nhién téi lubn cé mat &
van phong, khi can thi cé s6 di déng, fax, may nhan tin
hoac qua dién thoai riéng. Néu minh khéng gap nhau
trudc thi vui muang don chi & da héi I6n téi thd Bay.

Than mén. Briget.
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Du@i xap tién la moét to gidy viét thu cua Runway gap tu,
ngét mot tram sé dién thoai cho moi chuyén cé thé xay ra &
Paris, tU hang hda thdi thudng nhat cho dén bac si cap clu.
Pbung danh muc dién thoai ma toéi ghi trong lich trinh chi tiét
cho Miranda dua trén nhitng dir liéu dugc Briget cap nhat
hang ngay va fax cho. Bén gid phut nay thi chi cubc chién
tranh thé& gidi th& ba bung nd mdi can dudc Miranda Prietly
dén xem b0 suu tap thoi trang mua xuan vdéi lugng stress,
buc minh va lo 1dng t6i thiéu.

“R4t cdm dn, Stephan” Téi van rdt may td trong x&p tién
dua anh, nhung anh lich su ra vé khéng nhin thay va lui
ngay ra hanh lang. T6i hai long thay anh cé vé bét kinh sg
so vGi may phut trudc do.

Sau khi tim ra hét nhirng ngudi ma Miranda can, t6i nghi da
dé€n IUc vui dau vao chi€c géi min mang. Nhung dung luc toi
nham mat lai thi chudng dién thoai vang Ién.

“Aan-Dree-aa! D€n ngay phong t6i” Ba quat Ién va vt
ngay may xudng.

“Vang, tat nhién, Miranda, cdm dn ba da ndi ngot ngao
nhu vay, lam tdi sudng ca 16 tai,” téi ndi vao khdng khi. Toi

nhac tdm than dau nhu ra khéi giudng, tap trung khong
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moc goét giay vao tham ngoai 16i di n6i sang phong ba. Toi
g0 clra, lai mot c6 hau phong ra ma.

“Aan-dree-aa! MOt trg ly cua Briget vira goi dién cho toi,
hoi bai dién van cua téi & bira diém tadm dai bao 1au,” ba cho
bi€t. Ba dang gid xem tap chi Thdi trang phu nit Hang ngay
do ai d6 3 van phong fax sang - chéac la Allison, chua quén
ky luat cli ¢ van phong Miranda. Hai chang trai dep trai ngat
trdi dang lam téc cho ba, va trén chiéc ban cd canh ba Ia
mot dia pho mat.

Dién van? Dién van nao nhi? Ngoai cdc show, chudng
trinh hdm nay chi duy nh&t c6 mot budi trao gidi gi dé va
sau do diém tadm. Thudng la Miranda khéng & qua mudi 1dm
phut vi ngdn dén tén cé.

“Xin 16i ba vira néi tdi bai dién van?”

“Plng.” Miranda can than déng t& bdo, chdm rai gép doi
roi gian df ném xubng san, suyt tring vao moét trong hai
chang trai dang quy trudc mat. “Tai sao khong d6 quy nao
bdo cho téi biét & budi ti€p khach trua nay téi dudc trao mot
gidi thudng ngd ngdn nao dé?” Ba rit 1én, chua khi nao toi
thdy mat ba meéo xéch vi gian dir nhu vay. Khéng vui?
bung. Khong hai 10ng? Luc nao cha vay. Buc minh , chan

chudng, khd chiu chung chung? Chang c6 gi la, chuyén
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hdang ngay hang gid. Song chua bao gid téi chirng kién ba
dién tiét dén nhu thé.

“Miranda, toi xin 16i, nhung thu mdi kém dé nghj hdi &m
cho birta hdom nay do van phong Briget gui, va ho khéng bao
gig...”

“Im di! Chi im ngay di! C* m& mdm 1a chi biét xin 10i.
Chi 1a trg ly cua téi, chi la ngudi tdi Gy nhiém té chldc moi
viéc & Paris, chi la ngudi thudng xuyén cap nhat tinh hinh
cho t6i.” Giong ba ngay cang I&n. M6t trong hai ngudi trang
diém khé& hoi tiéng Anh, liéu chang tdi c6 mudn ndi chuyén
riéng mot 1at, nhung Miranda phdét I1G. “Bay giGd mudi hai gic
ddng. BOn mudi lam phut nira t6i di. Cho dén lic do phai
xong mot bai dién van ngdn, suc tich va mach lac, danh
may sach sé va ndp tai phong nay. Néu chi khéng lam dugc
thi Ién dudng vé nha ludn. Vinh vién. Chdm hét!”

Toi lao vé phong va@i téc do ky luc ma do6i xang dan cao
got cho phép, chua dén cla phong d3 md chiéc di dong
qudc té&. Tay run I8y by, khé khan 1dm téi mdi nhé&n dugc s6
van phong Briget. Mot trg ly bat may.

“TOi can Briget!” Toi gao 1én, 1ap bap khong ra tén ba. "
Ba ay dau? Ba &8y dau ro6i? TOi can noi chuyén. Ngay lap

tuc!”
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Co trg ly sitng nguGi ra, khéng ndi ra IGi. “Andrea? Chi la
Andrea?”

“Vang, tdi day, va toi can Briget. Trudng hdp khén cép!
Ba ay bién dau mat r6i?”

“Ba ay dang & show, nhung khoéng lo, ba 8y khbéng bao
gio tat di dong. TOi s& bao ba ay goi lai cho chi.”

Chi may giay sau cdé chubng dién thoai ban, nhung toi
thdy 1au nhu mot tuan. “Andrea,” Ba véo von giong Phap dé
thudng “Cé gi vay ha c6 bé yéu? Monique ndi la chi rat
cuodng,”

“Cuong? Noéi kha dung day Briget, tai sao ba dobi x vdi
téi nhu vay?

V&n phong ba té chic bubi don tiép trua nay va chang ai
thém bao cho t6i la Miranda khong chi nhan giai, ma con
doc mét dién van nita?”

“Andrea. Binh tinh nao. Chung t6i da bao..”

“Va tbi phai viét bai nay. Ba c6 nghe ro khéng day ? Toi
chi con b&n mudi I8m phut nira dé viét mot bai dién tir cam
on sau khi nhan cai giadi ma t6i khong biét, bang mot ngbn
ngr ma t6i khong ndi, khéng lam dudc thi dua cot. T6i lam
gi bay gig?”
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“Dugc roi, binh tinh, t6i sé gilp chi qua khaoi. Trudc tién,
budi 1é dién ra ngay trong Rits, trong mot salon”

“Mot gi ca? Salon nao?” T6i chua cé thi gid ngdé nghiéng
xem khach san, nhung t6i doan la khong ai ké salon ra day
dé lam €.

“Salon la tiéng Phap, cha, dich la gi nhi? Khan phong!
Miranda chi viéc di xuéng tang dudi. Hoi dog thdi trang Phap
la mdt td chlrc & ngay Paris nay, nhan dip Tudn thdi trang
hang ndm md 1& trao gidi vi ddng nao moi ngudi cling cé
mat déng du & thanh ph6. Runway dudc gidi vé phéng su
thdi trang. Khong phai chuyén ghé gém, nhu mot thu tuc
thoi.”

“Hay that, it nhat thi t6i cling biét no6 la gi. Vay tbi phai
viét gi day? Hay la: ba doc cho t6i moét bai bang ti€nng Anh,
roi tdi nhd 6ng Renaud dich thanh ti€ng Phap, okay? Ba bat
dau di, t6i san sang rdi.” Giong toi d& tu tin hon mot chdt,
nhung tay van chua cdm chdt dudc cay bat. M&t méi, cdng
thang va ddi, tat ca cong lai lam mat téi md di khéng trong
ro tap giay viét thu cda khach san dat trén ban.

“Andrea, chi lai gap may roi”

“That a? Briget, hién tai toi khong thdy than may man

tron dau ca.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Nhitng budi 1& nay ludn luén dung tiéng Anh, khdng can
dich dau chj viét nhé?”

“Vang, vang, tdi viét, day,” tdi 1&m bam roi dat may.
Thuc ra day la dip dau tién dé téi chirng minh cho Miranda
bi€t rang minh con lam nhiéu viéc I6n lao haon la chay di
mua ca phé.

Sau khi dat may va go véi toc d6 sau mugdi tu mot phut
— danh may la moén hi{tu dung nhat ma t6i hoc dudc & trung
hoc - t6i nhan ra Miranda doc ca bai nay mat hai, ba phut la
cung. Con du thi gid d&€ lam m&y ngum San Pellegrino va vai
qua dau tdy ma ai dé da chu ddo dé€ vao Minibar. Mot cai
hamburger chac tot hon, téi nghi. Toi nhd la con mot thanh
keo Twix trong hanh ly x€p ngay ngan & goc phong, nhung
khong con thi giG di tim nira. Chinh xac b6n mugi phut da
tréi qua tu khi co 1€nh xuat quan. Bén lduc xem tran tha Ida
nay két qua ra sao.

Lai mot cd hau phong khac, tuy vadn mang vé mat khiép
hai khong kém, ra md@ clra phong Miranda va dua toi vao
phong khach. L& ra toi Ién di'ng chan, nhung chi€c quan da
ma tir hdm qua téi van mic trén ngudi da dinh nhem nhép,
va nhirng day quai xang dan - trén may bay chua cé van dé

gl - dang dan dan bién thanh IuGi dao cao dai va déo cla
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vao got va ngdén chan. Vay nén toi quyét dinh ngbi xudng
chiéc ghé dém ém ai. Song dung ldc dau goi toi dan ra va
mong dinh vao gb6i dua thi cra phong ngu cua ba md toang
va toi, theo ban nang, ding bat day.

“Bai dién van cua tdi dau?” Ba hdi tic khic khi thay toi.
Theo sau ba la m6t c6 hau phong, tay cdm moét bong tai
quén chua cai. “"Chi da viét dugc gi roi ch?” Ba mac mot bd
Chanel kinh dién (“Phu ni{t méc vay va khoe chan, ch quan
thi che hét”), mot day lung that eo nhu nit I6t khi€n chan
ba trong nhu dai ra dén hai mét.

“Tat nhién, Miranda” toi kiéu hanh ndi. “To6i nghi thé nay
la hgp”.

Thay ba khbéng gic tay lay tG gidy, t6i ti€n vé phia ba,
nhung d6t ngdt ba giat to gidy & tay toi. Mai dén khi mat ba
khong Iudt trén nhitng dong ch{r nira, t6i mdi nhan ra la
minh nin thd subt thai gian ay.

“T6t, t6t ddy. Chéc chdn khdng phai mdt tdc phdm rung
chuyén thé& gidi, nhung tét. Ta di thoi.” Ba deo mdt chiéc tui
Chanel chan ndi |én vai.

“Xin 16i, gi cd a?”

“T6i ndi ta di théi. Cudc hop mat ngd ngédn nay sé& bat

dau trong mudi 1am phut nifa , va n€u may man thi hai
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mudi phat sau la ta da ra dugc khdi dé rbi. Toi ghét cay
ghét dang may tro nay.”

Toi nghe khéng nham dudc : ba ay ndi “ta,” nghia la ca
toi nira. T6i nhin doc ngudi xudng chan va nghi, néu ba ay
khong bat binh vi chi€c quan da va ao Blazer (chac vay, néu
khong thi ba dy da ndi), thi viéc gi tdi phai suy nghi? TOi
dodn ca dan trg ly tung tdy xung quanh sép clua minh, va
ndi cho cling chang ai them dé y chdng tdi mac gi.

“Salon”, ddng nhu Briget miéu ta, la moét khan phong
dac trung, v8i may chuc ban nho va mot thém cao. Toi I&n
ra tan phia sau va ng6i dé6 xem cung cac dong nghiép khac
mot bé phim video nhat nhéo chan phe vé tac dong cua thdi
trang vao cudc séng moi ngudi. Nira tiéng sau dé danh cho
mot s6 cd nhan chuyén nhau micro phat biéu, sau dd, trudc
khi phat giai thuéng dau tién, mot doan bdi ban bung bat
an xa lat va ly vang vao phong. Toi cham chu nhin vé phia
Miranda, ba c6 ndng khiéu td ra vira ngdn ngdm vira buc
minh. Téi tr6n déng sau chdu cdy da hod trg téi trong cudc
chién chdéng lai bubn ngd. Khong r6 téi da chgp mat di bao
nhiéu lan, cho dén khi cd cd r6t cubc dau hang va tdi guc

cam xudng nguc. Tiéng Miranda dua toi trg vé thuc tai.
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“Aan-dree-aa! Toi khong cd thi giG cho tro khi nay,” ba
ndi khé, nhung du cho may con bup bé thdi trang & ban bén
nghe thay.

“Ngudi ta khdng bdo trudc va khdng chuén bi cho toi
chuyén trao giai. Toi di day” ba quay lung di ra phia clra.

Toi lap cap chay theo, it nhat cling nhd ra la khong dugc
vo vai ba.

“Miranda? Miranda?” Ba khéng hé dé y dén toi.
“Miranda? Ai sé nhan danh Runway |én nhan giai? Toi thi
thao du cho ba nghe thay.

Ba quay lai nhin thang vao mat t6i. “Chi nghi la téi ban
tam chuyén do6 a? Chi di vao dady ma nhan di.” R6i ba bién
mat trudc khi toi kip 1€én tiéng.

Lay chla. Chuyén gi thé nay. Toi sé thdc day ngay trén
chiéc giudng tam tam trai ga ré tién cua minh va nhan ra
rang ca ngay hom nay, I, cd nam nay chi la mot con mé
khung khiép.

Chang |& Miranda lai thuc su sai toi, trg ly phu cua ba, di
lén buc nhan giai thudng cho phdong su thgi trang xuat sac
nhat?

Toi cubng quyt nhin quanh xem cé ai cé ai 8 Runway

gan day khong. Khong mot bong. Téi tha nguGi xubng mot
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chi€c ghé va suy nghi, cé I1én goi dién hoi y ki€n cua Emily
hay Briget khong? Hay daon gian cling chuon ludn, khi chinh
Miranda cling chdng dodi hoai gi tdi budi trao gidi trang
trong nay? TO6i vra bam s6 van phong Briget trén di dong
(biét dau ba ay kip dén nhan cai gidi thudng khén nan nay)
thi nghe ti€ng “... ching ta tran trong nghiéng minh trudc
ban bién tdp Runway & My da cd nhitrng phdng su chuan
xac, tudi vui va ludn ludn phong phu kién thlc thgi trang.
Xin kinh chao vi ch but néi ti€ng thé gidi, mét trong nhitng
tugng dai séng cua gidi thdi trang, ba Miranda Priestly!”
Tiéng vO tay ran ran lam tim téi d¢ng lai. Tdi chdng co
thi gid dé suy nghi hay nguyén rua Briget, Miranda hodc -
xirng dang nhat - chinh ban than t6i (vi téi, con Itra ngu
xuén, d& ganh 18y cdng viéc chét tiét nay). Chan téi tu budc
di, trai-phai-trai-phai, va leo ba bac Ién buc ma khoéng gap
phai su cd gi. Chac t6i dang trong tinh trang sdc, néu khoéng
thi @& nhan ra xung quanh tdi tiéng vo tay ram ram d& cam
bat, vi khong ai biét toi la ai. T6i khong nhan ra that. Nhung
thay vao doé la mot thé luc siéu nhién ép t6i mim cudi dua
tay nhan tam kim loai tU tay 6ng chu tich véi vé mat cau cé
va dat nd xudng buc dién thuyét trudc mat minh. Mai dén

khi t6i ngang 1én nhin thdy hang tram dnh mat xody vé phai
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minh - t0 mo, do hoi, ngd ngac, va moi trang thai cong lai -
lic d6 toi biét rd la gid tén sb cua tdi da diém.

T6i nghi la minh ddng d6 khong lau hon mudi hay mudi
lam gidy, nhung su im lang bao trum, dé bep tat ca, téi tu
hoi phai chang minh da chét r6i. Khong mot IGi ndi. Khdng
mot tiéng dao dia cham |én dia, khong ti€ng ly lanh canh.
Khong ngudi nao thi thao vd&i bén canh hoi ai I1én thay
Miranda Priestly. Ho nhin t6i, tirng giay tréi qua, dén khi toi
khéng cach gi khac la phai cat tiéng. T6i quén tiét nhirng gi
minh &3 viét trong dién van cdch day mot tiéng. Hay tu clu
minh trudc khi trdi cdu.

“Xin chao” t6i cat giong va nghe ti€ng minh vang vang
trong tai. To6i khéng rd do micro hay mach dap thinh thinh
trong dau, nhung khéng quan trong, chi biét la toi khong
lam chu dudc giong minh nira. * Tén t6i la Andrea Sachs, toi
la trg...a, toi lam viéc & Runway. Ti€c rang Miranda, a, ba
Priestly phai ra ngoai mot Iat. Nhung t6i xin dén nhan giai
nay nhan danh ba, va tat nhién, nhan danh tat ca nhan vién
Runway. Xin cdm dn, a..” tdi quén tén t& chilc va ca tén 6ng
chu tich, “ cdm dn néng nhiét, a, vé vinh du dac biét nay.
Toi xin ndi ho tat ca ching t6i rat vinh du” . Ngu that, téi da

€ a, 1ap bap, va mac cho tam trang luéng cudng t6i khong

https://thuviensach.vn



thé€ khdéng nhan ra ti€ng xi xao lan ra khdp phong. Khéng
ndi thém mot I8i, téi c6 nghiém trang di xudng buc, va ra
dén clra sau tdi md@i nhén ra l1a minh dé quén t&m bang. Mét
ba nhan vién khach san dem nd theo ra tan tién sanh va an
vao tay toi. Bgi ba ta di khoi, t6i nhd moét ngudi bao vé
quing di ho. Ong nhdn vai, dut né vao tui.

Pé quy cdi! T6 thAm nghi, qua cdm phan va mét moi dé
nghi ra cai tén nao hoac bién phap nao hay ho hon dua ba
ta xuéng dia nguc. Dién thoai d& chudng, t6i biét Ia Miranda
goi va tat chudng di. T6i goi mot ly Gin pha Tonic. “Xin 16i,
ngay bay gid, vang, nhanh Ién.” C6 phuc vu li€c nhin toi va
gat dau. T6i déc hai ngum can ly roi Ién tang xem ba mudn
gi. MGi hai giG chiéu. Ngay dau tién cua toi ¢ Paris va cam
giac muodn chét di cho ranh. Nhung, cai chét khong phai th&r

dé chon.
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17

“Phong Miranda Priestly,” toi trd IGi tU van phong modi
clla minh @ Paris. BOn tiéng dong ho tuyét vai toi dugc ngu
lién tu ti trong dém bi cham dut thdé bao bdi modt cudc goi
khan cua trg ly Karl Lagerfeld. Cling la dip dé t6i phat hién
ra la moi cudc goi dén Miranda déu dudc chuyén thang qua
phong téi. Co vé nhu toan Paris va vung phu can da biét la
Miranda & day trong Tuan Ié thdi trang, tU khi toi budc chan
vao phong dién thoai réo lién tuc, chua k& hai ta tin nhan
gui vao may ghi am.

“Xin chao, t6i day. Miranda c6 khdée khbéng? Moi viéc
okay ca chd? ba héng viéc gi chua day? Sép dau roi, sao chi
khong & canh sép?”

“A, Emily! Cdm on chi da mat céng lo Iang. Thé sic khoe
chi ra sao r6i?”

“SUc khoe toi a4y a? Rat tot. Con hai xi xoet mot chut
nhung dang tién bo. Chuyén vat. Sép khoe khong?”

“Khoe. Toi cling khoe, cdm dn chi tham hédi. Chuyén bay
dén day dai |é thé va toi chua dudc ngu ldc nao qua hai

mugi phut lién vi lién tuc cé dién thoai. A, toi d& dién van
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ngau hirng - sau khi ngdu hing viét mot bai ma téi quén
sach sanh sanh - trudc mot cir toa mudn thdy mat cong ty
cla Miranda nhung Miranda lai khong thich nhin mat ho. Toi
lam tro nhu mot con ngd va suyt nira Ién con dau tim trong
vu ay, nhung okay, ngoai ra thi moi viéc déu trbi chay ca.”

“Andrea, nghiém chinh lai nao! T6i thuc su lo 1dng moi
chuyén. Khéng cé nhiéu thi gid chuén bi trudc, va néu
chdng may cd gi sai sot thi chi biét ddy, ba 8y sé& dd hét Ién
dau t6i.”

“Emily, t6i phai ngat may day. Khong phai vi chi, nhung
dan gian la téi khong nadi tiép dugc.”

“Tai sao? CO van dé gi? Budi hop hdm qua ra sao? SEép
cé dén dung gid khong? Chi c6 moi th( can thi€t khong? Chi
nh& phai an mac phu hgp vdi cong viéc nhé. Birng quén la
chi dai dién cho Runway , va phai thé hién diéu dé qua
trang phuc.”

“Emily, toi phai ngat may day.”

“Andrea, tdi lo qua, k& cho téi chi da lam gil”

“Thé nay nhé. Trong thdi gian ranh t6i da dudc xoa bdp
khoang nlra chuc Ian, hai [an lam mat va cham séc mdng
tay. Miranda va tdéi cung nhau thu gidn va dé€ chd nha chiéu

chudng hét long. Ba dy thuc su c¢d gang khong bat toi lam
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nhiéu qua va mudn toi tan dung cd hoi tham tha Paris, mot
thanh pho tuyét vagi, toi rat hanh phic dudc t8i day. NOi
chung ching tdi udn xac ra chang lam gi ngoai uéng rugu
vang hao hang va di mua séam. Nhu moi khi thoi.”

“Andrea! Pay khong phai lic dua, ro chua? Cho t6i biét
ngay nhirng chuyén gi xay ra ¢ day?” Giong cd cang tlc toi
bao nhiéu thi to6i cang khoai chi bay nhiéu.

“Emily, t6i khdong rd nén ké cho chi chuyén gi day.Chi
thich nghe gi nao? A, nhitng gi xay ra cho dén gid? Okay,
chu yéu thdi gian cua tbéi la ban khoan nén ngu vao ldc nao
gitfa cac cudc dién thoai khéng ngung nghi, va dong thdi
kiEém dugc th(r gi nhét vao bung trong khoang tu hai gio
dém dén sau gid sang cho du nang lugng lam viéc trong hai
mudi ti€éng tdi. Chang khac gi thang Ramadan cua Hbi gido
ca, Emily, nhin an tu khi mat troi moc dén ldc mat trdi lan.
Cha, tiéc la chi khéng dugc tham gia chuyén cong tac nay.”

Pén nhay & dudng day kia, tdi chuyén Emily qua ché& dd
chd. MAi 1An cd chudng toi lai bat gidc dodn la Alex goi dén
dé ndi la moi chuyén réi sé dau vao day trd lai. T khi dén
day t6i da hai lan goi tu di dong qubc té€, nhung lan nao
cling cUp ngay khi vira nghe tiéng anh tra IGi, nhu tro dua

hoi tré con. Chua bao giG ching tdéi khong chuyén tro vdi
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nhau trong mot quang thdi gian dai nhu thé; mot mat thi toi
muon biét tinh hinh anh ra sao, mat khac to6i cling thu thuc
la cudc séng nhe nhang han nhiéu tu khi ching téi thoi cai
co 15t vat va trdch c 14n nhau. Tuy nhién t6i van nin thd
chd, cho dén khi tiéng Miranda the thé xuyén qua dudng
day.

“Aan-dree-aa, khi nao Lucia dén?”

*®, Miranda. Dgi tdi xem lai lich trinh mot 1at a. Day roi.
Véng, sau budi chup &nh hdm nay cd &y bay thdng tu
Stockhom sang day. Chac da dén khach san r6i.”

“N&i may cho toi.”

“Vang, Miranda, xong ngay day a.”

T6i d€ ba chd va quay vé véi Emily. “S&p goi, gilt may
nhé.”

“Miranda, t6i da tim thay sO cua Lucia day, t6i nGi may
nhé.”

“Aan-dree-aa, dgi da. Hai mudgi phut nira t6i ra khoi
khach san, di vdng cad ngay. Khi nao quay vé toi can vai
khan quang va mot dau bép mdi, it nhat cd mudi nam kinh
nghiém v& ndu moén Phap, b6n t6i mdi tudn cho bira gia
dinh va hai 1an moi tuan lam tiéc. Gid thi ndi téi véi Lucia

d‘i .II
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Thuc ra téi d& mubn quang lubn 6ng nghe khi biét
Miranda sai di tim moét dau bép & New York trong khi toi
dang ngo6i gilra Paris, nhung dau 6c téi chi con mot y nght:
ba ay sap ra khoi khach san roi - ma khong can téi di cung,
dén hét ngay! T6i nh&n nat quay lai v&i Emily va ké cho c6
biét Miranda can dau bép mdi.

“PE& tdi lo vu nay, Andy.” C6 vlra ndi vira ho. “Tdi cr chon
s sd trudc, sau d6 chi c6 thé phong van cac Ung cUr vién tor
t€ nhat. Chi hoi xem Miranda muén dgi vé dén nha mdi xét
tuyén, hay chi té chifc cho vai ngudi bay qua bén dé gap ba
thi hon.”

“Chi khéng dua day chu?”

“T&t nhién 13 téi khéng dua. Ndm ngodi Miranda tuyén
Cara khi ba ay dang & Marbella. C6 gilr tré trudc dé bd viéc
va Miranda bao t6i cho ba ngudi kha quan nhat bay sang
chd ba dé chon ngay mot ngudi. Chi hoi di nhé, okay?”

“Budc,” toi lam bam. “Cam dn chi.”

Sau khi néi vé xoa bdp hay ho ra sao, téi quyét dinh goi
dich vu massage cho minh. Do khong con chd tréng trudc
budi t8i, tdi goi truc phong va dat mot bira sdng thinh soan.
Ldc b6i dua d6 an dén, téi da quan Ién ngudi moét chiéc do

khodc day clia khach san, x4 gidy trong nha va chuén bj san
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sang don mot bilra tiéc gom trirng duc, banh strng bo, banh
nudng, banh vong, khoai tay chién, béng ngbé va banh xeo.
An xong va udng hai tach tra, téi khénh khang trd lai chiéc
giudng it dugc ngd ngang dén va ngu thiép di nhanh dén ndi
toi tudng ngudi ta cho thuéc mé vao nudc cam.

Massage dang dudgc goi la dinh cao cua mot ngay thu
gian, Miranda chi goi dién moét lan - duy nhat! - va 16i toi
day sai ddt ban &n trua cho hom sau. Qua 13 khdng dén noi
t6i, tdi nghi bung trong khi d€ ba nhén vién xoa bép manh
tay nhao ndan co gdy moi nhir. Kha 1am! Toi sap sra thi€p di
thi chiéc di déng ma toi mién cudng tha theo ngudi d6
chudng bén bi.

“A 16", t6i tra 1i tuci tinh, khdng dé€ ai nghi la dang lam
ngudi mau khoéa than trén ban cho hoa si v& sdn dau va Ig
md ngu.

“Aan-dree-aa, chuyén lich lam toc va trang diém cho toi
sém |én va bao cho bén Ungaro la t6i tGi nay ban. Téi mudn
dén mot tiéc cocktail t8i nay, chj sé di cung. Chudn bj mét
ti€ng nira la khdi hanh.”

“A, vang, vang,” toi I&p bap, cd x{ ly thdng tin m&i mé
la phai di lam gi dé cung Miranda. T6i nhd lai hdm qua bi goi

di cung ba vao thdi diém sat ndt ma gidt ban minh. Tdi cdm
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on ba nhan vién massage va ky vao hda dcon tinh tién
phong, mac du md&i nam dugdc mugi phut, roi vira chay |én
tang vUa suy nghi cach nao vugt qua dudc thi thach mdi
nhat nay.

Trong vong mudi phut téi chuyén lich lam toc va trang
diém cho Miranda s8m hon (trdi vdi tbi, ba dugc hai chang
dong tinh dep nhu ngudi mau cla t& Maxim chdm séc, trong
khi t6i bi mot ba gia cau c6 dai tu, ma cho dé€n giG cai vé
tuyét vong khi ba nhin thay toi IAn d4u tién van con &m anh
toi).

“Khong van dé,” Julien the thé dac giong Phap. “Ching
toi cd mat ngay. Chi ndi gi a? Bbung tung giday! Chung to6i da
bé hét moi chuong trinh tuan nay dé phong khi Miranda doi
lich hen.”

TOi goi Briget, nhG ba tu chéi lich hen ¢ Ungaro. Gid thi
bat ddu ki€m tra tu quan do dudgc roi. Nhitng t& in cac loai ®
dang vé&” cla tdi d& ndm trén ban ngl, sdn sang lam ngudi
|lanh dao tinh than cho cac nan nhan cua lang thdi trang nhu
tdi. Toi liéc qua cidc d& muc va gach dau dong, c§ hiéu y
nghia tiém &n trong do.

SHOW
1.Ban ngay
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2.T0i

AN
1. Gap nhau lldc an sang

. An trua

N

. Binh thudng ( khach san hay quan hang)
Nghi thdc ( Nha hang “Espadon” trong Ritz)

An t&i

> w @ p

Binh thudng ( quan, truc phong)

B. Nghi thi'c nhe ( nha hang cao cap, tiéc binh thudng )

C. Nghi thdc ( nha hang “ Le Grand Vefour,” tiéc sang
trong)

TIEC
1.Binh thuGng ( an sang c6 sam banh, tra chiéu)

2.Phong cach ( tiéc cocktail khéng VIP, gigi thi€éu sach,
tiéc duing)

3.Lich su ( tiéc cocktail cé VIP, tiéc & bao tang hay
gallery, tiéc v8i cac nhdm tao moét sau show)

NGOAI RA

1.D6n tién san bay

2.Céac su kién thé thao (ti€p hudn luyén vién, v.v...)

3.Mua ban
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4.Cong Viéc

A.Hiéu may

B.Clra hiéu cao cap

C.Clra hang cung cdp dac san, phong tip thé hinh, tu
van sac dep

T&i thdy hinh nhu thi€u hudng dan cho trudng hop ngudi
td chirc Ia VIP hay khéng phai VIP. Buong nhién day la mét
ngudn doi dao cho céc sai [dm tiém an: su kién sap téi duoc
x€p vao dién " Tiéc,” budc dau la thé tot roi, nhung sau dé
la cac trudng hdp map md. N6 dudc coi la “Phong cach” (
gach dau dong s6 hai) hay " lich su” ( gach dau dong s6 ba)
khién t6i phai ki€fm bd cuc ky lich thiép khoac Ién ngudGi ?
Thay vi hudng dan cho cac “ trudng hgp map md&” hay *
khong xac dinh rd”, & cubi danh sach chi c6 may dong ma ai
do trong phut cudi viét bang tay chiém vao: Trong trudng
hop khéng chdc chdn ( c6 hét suc tranh!) thi khiém tén tét
hon phong dai. R6t cubc to6i da khoanh vung dudc van dé
nay: muc " Tiéc,” gach dau dong " Phong cach”. Bay gid chi
con lo chon ra trong sau b6 ma Lucia da an dinh cho vu nay,
lam sao t6i cang it thanh tro cudi thién ha cang tot.

Sau l[an uédm thl dau tién véi ao quay 16ng vii va bot da

sdn bong cao dén dui khi€n t6i trong nhu cave, rét cudc toi
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cling chon ra bo trén trang 33: vay Roberto Cavalli xoe,
khau chdp miéng bang vai chay, T-shirt n{f sinh, bt mo to
cua Dolee & Gabbana, Hot, sexy va sanh diéu, nhung khong
lich thiép qua mulc, va ngudc lai cling khong bién tbéi thanh
con cdng sac s8, thanh d6 c6 ki€u ndm 80 hay chdm chi
mang vé di thdéa. COn mudn gi han? Sau do6 t6i bdi trong bo
suu tép thi dé tim mot chiéc thich hgp, ding Idc d6 thi cd
tho lam toc va trang diém khd dam dédm dén noi. Lap tdc cbd
lac dau phan d6i xan tay tu sra ngay bd dang tham hai cua
tdi — nhu cd nhén xét — d&n mUc vira mat nhu cd thé.

“A, chi c6 thé danh phan dudi mat toi cho nhat di mét
chat dugc khdng?” T6i ron rén hoi, c8 gang khdng dé cb ta
cd cdm giac 1a tdi liéu mang can thiép vao tac phdm cua
nghé nhan. Cé vé khon ngoan hon thi t6i tu vé 1ay but 16ng
va bot bién, nhat 1a tdi d& cd trong tay nhiéu k¥ thuét phu
trg va chi dan hon 13 cdc nha khoa hoc NASA trong khi ché
tao tau con thoi, nhung mu mét vu ddi I6t thg trang diém
da kip thdi chan ngang, khong can biét t6i mudn gi.

“Khéng!” C6 quat Ién, hoan toan khong cé ddng cé man
cam nhu t6i. “"Nhu thé nay han.”

C6 nhdn manh quang mat t6i bang mot vét den to nhu

con giun roi bién mat, nhanh nhu khi dén. T6i v& vobi chiéc
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tli cd sdu Gucci va ra tién sanh sém hadn gid du dinh xuat
phat 15 phut dé tin chic gép ba 13 tai xé dd san sang. TOi
con dang ban bac vdi 6ng Renaud, liéu Miranda va toi cé
nén di riéng xe d&€ ba khdng radi vao tinh trang Iing ting la
phai néi chuyén vdéi trg ly va khi ngbi chung gh€ sau vdéi toi
bi€t dau lai lay phai bénh gi, thi ba xuat hién. Ba cham rai
guan sat toi tu chan Ién dau, vé mat ba hoan toan lanh dam
va thu dong. Qua ro6i! Lan dau tién tu khi téi lam viéc cho
ba, khong thay anh nhin kinh tdm nhu moi khi, cling khdong
nghe cdu binh phdm déc dia nao - nhd cdng lao clia ddi dac
nhiém bién tdp thd&m my New York, nhdm nghé si Paris
cham soéc sac dep cling nhu vai d6 trang phuc chon loc dep
nhat va dat nhat dia cau.

“Xe d& tdi chua, Aan-dree-ee?” Ba dep 16ng |y trong
chiéc ao dai nhung the chun.

“Vang, thua ba Priestly, di duong nay a,” 6ng Renaud
nhe nhang chém vao va dua chung t6i di qua mot nhdém
bién tap vién thdi trang dién ngat trdi, rdo rang cling tu My
qua du show thdi trang. Ho kinh cdn im 13ng khi chiing t6i
di ngang qua, Miranda trudc toi hai budc, mot hinh anh gay
go, nbi bat va rat, rat budn rau. Toi phai that rdo budc dé

theo kip, mac du téi cao han ba mudi lam phan. Ra dén xe,
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toi chung lai cho dén khi gap anh mat “chi con dgi gi nira
ha?” cua ba. Toi khom Ilung chui theo ba vao ng6i ghé sau
chiéc Limousine.

May man thay, tai x& co vé biét ching toi dinh di dau:
dén phdt cubi cung toi van lo ngay ngdy, chi sg Miranda hdi
bira tiéc cocktail bi hiEm no dién ra & ddu. Nhung ba dé toi
yén vi con ban dan do qua di dong 6ng MJ-C3-bBG nhg thar
Bay dén dung gid, tinh todn dé kip thi gid thay quan 4o va
udng mot ly trudc khi vao dai tiéc. Ong s& bay qua day
bang may bay riéng clia cong ty, va hai ngudi ban bac cé
nén cho Caroline va Cassidy cung sang Paris hay khong: th&
Hai 6ng mdi quay V€&, va Miranda khéng mudn bon tré bi
mat mot ngay hoc. Khi ching t6i dung xe & dai 16 Saint
Germain trudc mot tda nha hai tang, tdéi ngac nhién tu hoi
t6i nay minh sé lam gi ¢ day. (Miranda lu6n gilr y khong xi
va Emily, t6i hay cdc nhan vién cla ba & chd ddng ngudi,
qua dé cb thé nhan ra 1a ba hoan toan y thldc dugc hanh vi
clia minh d6i v3i ching téi). Vay thi néu & chd nay khong bi
sai 1ang xang di 1ay d6 ubng, ndi dién thoai hay dua do di
giat la, thi toi lam gi?

“Aan-dree-aa, chu nha la mét cap vg chéng ma ching

toi quen hoi s6ng & Paris. Ho dé nghi t6i dem theo mot trg
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ly dé trong con trai ho, vi né budn chan chang biét lam gi
trong nhitng dip tudng tu. Tdi tin Ia hai ngudi sé hiéu nhau.”
Ba dgi tai x€ md& cura xe roi duyén dang xudng xe vdi doi
Jimmy Choo dé€ thap. T6i mé dudc clira xe bén minh thi ba
da di dudc ba budc va trao mang t6 cho ngudGi hau dang
kién nhan dirng dgi tir 1au. Toi dua lung vao chiéc gh& mém
mot lat, suy nghi vé thong bao mdi meé ma ba vua than
nhién quadng cho. Lam tdc, trang diém, thay dbi k€ hoach,
cubng quyt tim trang phuc thich hgp, d6i b6t mo6 t6 - tat ca
thi ra chi dé€ tréng mot thang nhd tho 106 mii xanh? M6t
thang Phap tho 10 miii xanh nifa cg chu.

T6i méat ba phut lién d€ tu nhdc nhd 1a hanh trinh dén
vGi The New Yorker chi con may thang nira thoi. Sap dén lic
toi dudc thudng cong cho mot nam lam no 1€, va trén dudng
dén vdi cdng viéc trong ma 8y, thém hay bdt moét budi téi
bubn té cling chang sao. Nhung vo ich. D6t nhién tdi chi
muén nam cudn tron trén sofa ¢ nha bé me, goi me ham
mot cbc tra trong 10 vi sdng trong khi b6 bay san trdo x&p
chir ra. Jill va Kyle cling dén chai, cung thang Isaac bap be
va nhin tdi cudi, va Alex goi dién dé€ ndi la anh yéu tbi. S&
khong ai la trach tdi vi quan thé thao cd vét badn va mdng

chan khong mai dia t té. Va toi than nhién gam mot chiéc
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banh sb cb la nhan kem to tudng. Khong moét ngudi nao biét
dén show thdi trang dién ra bén kia Pai TAy Dudng va ciing
chdng thém nghe k& moét 16i vé tro quy &y. Nhung tét ca
nhirng hinh anh 8y xa lac xa I6, cach mot nghin nam anh
sang, hién tai thay vao do 13 t6i van phai vat 16n véi mot
nhdm ngudi s6ng chét trén san catwalk. Va, khén nan qua,
véi moOt thang nhai ngang budng ngong nghiu ti€ng Phap.

Khi t6i 1& n6i t&m than thi€u vai nhung sanh diéu ra khoi
xe thi nguGi hau khong con ding & day nira. Co ti€ng nhac
clla mot ban nhac s6ng va mui nén thdm ngat bay ra tur clra
s& md phia bén kia manh vudn nhd. T6i hit mot hai dai va
cam lay vong go clra, nhung dung luc ay clra bat md. Phai
ndi chac chan la chua bao gid, chua khi nao trong cudc ddi
cOn non tré cua minh, téi lai bi bat ngd nhu t6i hom ay:
Christian mim cugdi dirng dén toi.

“Andy yéu quy, rat vui khi chi co thi gid dén chai,” anh
néi va khom Ilung hdén 1én miéng tdi - qud sb sang, vi toi
dang ha héc miéng kinh ngac.

“ Anh lam gi ¢ day?”

Anh nhéch mép cudi va gat lon toc bat tri khoi tran.

“Chinh la cau hoi t6i mubn dat cho chi day. Nom c6 vé nhu
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chi c& chay theo dudi téi khap ch6n nén t6i bat budc phai
nghi [a chi mudén ngu vdi t6i.”

Nhu moét quy ba, trudc tién to6i dé birng mat va sau do
thd hat ra khinh bi: “Dlang, dai khai la thé€. Nhung, t6i dén
day khong phai la khach, ma la cb6 trong tré an mac sanh
diéu. Miranda goi t6i di cung, dén phut cubi cung mdi ndi la
t6i nay toéi phai gitp trong coi thang ranh con cua chd nha.
GiS thi anh th 16i, t6i phai di xem nd dad cé du sifa va but
mau dé vé chua.”

“O, né dang chgi ngoan ma, tdi tin chic t6i nay nd sé
chang can gi ngoai moét cai hén clia cd trong tré.” Anh I3y
hai tay gilr 1ay khudén mat t6i va hén l[an nira. T6i m& miéng
dé phan ddi va dé hdi anh dang lam chuyén nhé nhdng gi
vay, nhung Christian cho d6 la tin hiéu thuan tinh va anh
dua Iudi vao.

“Christian!” T6i gan giong; Miranda sé khong luGng Iu
mot giay trudc khi tong tbi ra dudng, néu ba tédm dudc toi
tan tinh véi mot ga cha cang chu kiét nao dé & bira tiéc cua
ba. “"Anh lam tro gi thé? Bo tay ra nao!” T6i vung khoi tay
anh, nhung anh van né nu cudi 1am téi dién tiét.

“Andy, h6m nay chi c6 vé hoi chdm hiéu. Pay la nha tai.

B& me tbi lam bira tiéc nay, va tdi du ranh ma dé nhd ho néi
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v@3i sép chi dua chi cung dén day. Ba ay ndi la t6i mdi mudi
tudi a, hay chij bia ra th&?”

“Anh k& chuyén dua. Néi la anh dang dua dil”

“Hoan toan khong. Thu vi day ch(? To6i khdng biét cach
nao tum dudc chi ca nén co 18 meo nay co thé thanh cong.
Me ké t6i la thg nhi€p anh va quen Miranda hoi ba lam viéc
3 Runway chi nhanh Phap. Thé& la t6i nhG me tdi nhan
Miranda rang da con trai c6 don cla ba can coé bau ban
dudi dang mot trg ly quyén ri. Phép mau da hiéu nghiém.
Nao, ta udng gi di ch(.” Anh dat tay vao c6 tbi va day toi tdi
mot quay rugu béng gd sdi virng vitng gilta phong khach.
Ba nhan vién phuc vu bar dang rét Martini, Scotch va sam
banh vao nhitng cai ly cao duyén dang.

“Noi cho toi rd moi viéc di nao. Téi nay téi khong phai
trong tré, dang khong? Anh khéng c6é em trai hay chau chat
gi ca sao?” Khéng thé tin dugc la téi di cung Miranda dén
mot budi tiéc va ca t6i khong co viéc gi lam ngoai tan gau
v8i mot nha van ndi tiéng. CS khi ho mdi tdi d&€ dinh bao toi
hat hay khiéu vii tiéu khién cho khach cling nén, hodc mét
c6 phuc vu ban khong tdi dugc va dén phuat cubi cung toi la
ngudi roi rdi nhat dé nhay vao thé& chan? Ciling cé thé ho sé&

dua toi ra chd treo quan 4o dé tdi lam tiép viéc cia cb6 hau
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phong dang ngan ngdm va mét moi ngdi dd? Tri dc toi quyét
khdng chdp nhén kich bdn ma Christian vira ké.

“Thoi dudc, téi khong ndi la ca t6i nay chi khong phai
trong tré, vi theo ké hoach t6i sé can rat, rat nhiéu su chd
y. Nhung tdi nghi, t8i nay s& hay hon 1a chi van lo xa. Chi
dgi day mot chut.” Anh hon ma téi va bién mat trong dam
khach du tiéc, toan nhitng quy 6ng sang trong va may
ngudi c6 dang vé nghé si, nhirng quy ba lich thiép khoang
bdn mugdi dén sdu mudi tudi. Trong rd rang 13 mot hon hgp
gobm chu nha bang, cong tac vién cac tap chi, thém vao may
nha tao m6t, nghé si nhiép anh va ngudi mau. Phia sau ngoi
nha la mot khodng san gach nho va lich su, ngi mot nghé si
vi cam dang chdi ban nhac du dudng trong anh nén trang.
T6i Ién nhin ra ngoai va nhan ngay ra Anna Wintour, cuc ky
quyén ri trong bo do dai lua mau kem va xang dan Manolo
dinh cudm. C6 dang sdi ndi trdo chuyén vdi mot ngudi dan
ong, hinh nhu ban trai c6, mac du cap kinh ram Chanel to
tudng khdng dé& téi nhén biét 1a cd vui vé, Idnh dam hay
thén thic cdm ddng. Bdo gidi thich so sdnh Anna va
Miranda vé tinh dong bong va di thudng, riéng to6i tin chac
la khéng cd nguGi nao lai dat mlc kho chiu nhu ba sép cua

minh.
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Phia sau ba, may bién tap vién cua Vogue (td6i doan!)
ngé nhin Anna mdt cadch d& phong va ngan ngdm, hét nhu
ma&y con bup bé Runway van dé chirng Miranda. P(ng ngay
bén canh la Donarella Versace.

T6i nham nhi sam banh ( khong ro ai an vao tay!) va ndi
chuyén x& giao vGi mot anh chang ngudi Y ( ngudi Y x&u
trai dau tién ma t6i gap) dang say sua dung nhiing IGi hoa
my dé ndi vé su tdén kinh co thé phai yéu, cho dén khi
Christian quay lai.

“Chi ra day vdi téi mot 1at,” anh lai khéo Iéo dan toi qua
dadm dong. Van vdi bo d6 thudng 1& - quan bd mai Diesel
vlira khit, T-shirt trdng vdi 4o vest thé thao mau sam, giay
ludi Gucci - anh hoa 1dn hoan toan trong ddm sanh diéu
thdi trang.

“Minh di dau?” T6i hoi, mdt van dao dién dé& ching
Miranda. M3c cho nhitng gi Christian mé&i k&, chic ba van
cho rang tdi dang Up mat vao tudng dé gui fax di hodc cép
nhap chuadng trinh céng tac.

“Trudc tién toi ki€m cho chi chdt gi dé uéng, néu dudc
thi cho ca t6i ni{ra. Sau do toi day chi khiéu vi{.”

“Ai bao anh phai day tdi khiéu vii? T6i nhay hdi bi dinh
day.
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Anh trao cho t6i mot ly sam banh nhu nha do thuat lay
tlr 6ng tay 4o, roi dua toi vao phong khach sang trong 1at gob
mau hat dé. MOt ban nhac sau ngudi chdi loai nhac thdi
thugng gitta méy chuc ngudi dudi ba muai 1dm tudi tu tap &
day. Nhu cd hiéu 1énh, ban nhac bat dau bai “ Let’s Get It
On” va Christian kéo t6i sat vao canh minh. Loai nudc hoa
clia anh thom mui rdt dan 6ng, hoi cd dién, ki€u nhu Polo
Sport. Anh lac héng rat tu nhién theo nhac, bay gi¢ khong
phai lUuc dung chat xam, hai ching t6i cung ludt ra san
trong khi anh khé hat vao tai t6i. Moi th& xung quanh ma di
- t6i chap chudng nhan thay nhirng ngudi khac cling ra san
nhay, ai do Ién tiéng chlc tung gi dé & géc nao dd, nhung
doi vdi tbéi trong ldc nay chi c6 mot minh Christian trong
tam tay vdi. Trong goc sau thdm cua y thic, co ti€ng canh
bdo nhe nhang nhung nghiém khac réng co thé &p sat vao
t6i khdong phai la co thé chia Alex, nhung tdi khéng thay gi
phai ban 1ong ca. Bay gid khéng. T6i nay khdong.

M3i sau mot gid dém to6i mdi suc nhd la minh dén day
cung Miranda. May ti€ng vura r6i to6i khong thay mat ba dau
ca, chic chén la ba d3 vé khach san va khéng thém dé y
xem t6i ¢ dau. Nhung khi bo dugc day khodi sofa trong

phong lam viéc cua b6 Christian, toi thady ba dang h6 hdi tan
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chuyén véi Karl Lagerfeld va Gwynerh Paltrow, ca ba déu
than nhién nhu khéng dém xia dén viéc la con may tiéng
nifa ho da phai dén show Christian Dior. T6i luGng Iu chua
biét c6 nén ra chd ba khdng, thi ba d& nhin thay toi.

“Aan-dree-aa, chi ra day,” ba goi, giong ba gan nhu
mang vé thu thai va at ti€éng 6n xung quanh dang am i dan
|én trong may gid cubi, rd rang cling nhd su trg giup dac luc
cla may nhan vién quay bar lubn miéng tudi cuGi. Sam
banh khién tdi 8m &p va dé chju trong ngudi, dé dang bo
qua kiéu phat am tén t6i bang giong Anh. Budi t8i qua hay,
tdi nghi bung, khdong thé t6t hon dugc nita, va rd rang la
Miranda mudén goi t6i ra dé gidi thiéu véi nhitng ngudi ban
néi ti€éng cla ba.

“Vang, Miranda?” T6i tra IGi vGi giong ninh not cam-adn-
ba-da-cho-téi-dén-chon-phon-hoa-nay. Ba khong hé nhin vé
hudng toi.

“L&y cho téi mot ly San Pellegrino, rdi chi goi xe ra san
di. T6i xong r6i.” Hai ngudi phu nif va moét 6ng dirng canh
Miranda cudi khdy, va tdi cdm thdy mau x6ng |én mat.

“Vang, xong ngay,” toi dua ba ly nudc, tdt nhién khong
hé dugc IGi cam dn, rb6i di qua dam khach da thua thdét ra

cho d8 6 tod. Tdi tinh di tim bé me Christian dé cdm dn, song

https://thuviensach.vn



roi lai théi va di thdng ra clra. Christian drng dé, dua lung
vao khung cira va mat miii dady man nguyén.

“C6 bé Andy day a, téi nay co vui vé khong?” Anh da hai
liu IuBi, nhung chuyén dé van chdng lam anh bdt duyén
dang.

“On ca, t6i nghi vay.”

“Chi 6n thdi a? Nghe cé vé nhu tdi nay chi mudn tham
gquan not tang trén nira ha, Andy? R6i sé co luc, cb6 bé a, roi
s€é cé luc.”

TOi danh yéu vao tay anh. “Bung cé tudng bd, Christian.
Nh& anh cdm on b8 me hd em.” Va khéng dé€ anh gianh
dudc thé chd dbéng, téi ruén Ién hon vao ma anh. “Chuc anh
ngu ngon!”

“Do6 quy!” Bay gid nghe thay da liu IuGi han. “Chi dung la
mot con quy con. T6i ca la ban trai chi yéu chi cling vi th§,
phai khong?” Anh mim cudi, va khong buc minh. Da4i vdi
anh tat ca chi la moét tro chai tan tinh, nhung nhac dén tén
Alex lam toi tinh rugu tap lu. Dong thai tdéi nhan ra rang da
tlr may nam chua cé 1an nao vui nhu thé. Rugu, nhay canh
nhau, ban tay anh dat Ién lung va kéo t6i sat vao anh, tat
ca khi€n to6i cdm thay minh s6ng dong haon ca nam trgi lam

viéc 8 Runway day rdy chan chudng, hanh ha va kiét qué
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dén tén xuong tay. CO I& d6 |1a Iy do dé Lily d& chirng, toi
nghi bung. Ban 6ng, tiéc tung, ndi rao ruc thdy minh tré
trdng va sinh dong. T6i sot rudt chi mudén goi dién ngay cho
cd va ké hét moi chuyén.

Nam phut sau, khi vao ng6i canh t6i trén ghé sau chiéc
Limousine, trébng Miranda tham chi con cé vé hai long. Co
thé ba d& hoi qué chén chdng? Chac chan la khéng. Ba chi
nham nhi vai ngum la cung, va cling chi khi cé dip nao doi
hdi. Ba uva nudc khoang hon ca séam banh, cé sira lac hay ca
phé sifa thi ba san sang quén ca Cosmo.

Thoat tién ba quay t6i nam phut vé chuadng trinh ngay
hom sau (may ma toéi dem theo mot ban sao trong tui),
nhung sao d6 ba quay sang nhin t6i — lan dau tién trong
bubi tdi nay.

“Emily, a, Aan-dree-aa, chi lam viéc cho t6i bao lau réi?”

Nhu mot ti€ng sét gilra trdi quang, va bo nao toi khong
chiu hoat déng du nhanh nhay dé dodn ra y do tiém &n
trong cau hoi. M6t cam giac la lung khi dot nhién bi hoi mot
cau khac han vdi moi khi , dai loai nhu tai sao tdi dét nat
dén muUc khdong nhanh tay tim dugc th gi ba can hay chua
gui fax di. Cho dén gid chua khi nao ba hoi tham to6i vé doi

tu. Ba khéng con nhd gi dén chi tiét cubc phong vén tuyén
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dung - t6i doan vay khi nhd lai anh nhin v6 cadm cua ba
ngay ay - va khong biét la t6i da hoc dai hoc chua (va néu
hoc r6i thi ¢ trudng nao), nha 8 Manhattan (ph6 nao), va
lam gi trong may phut ranh roi quy bau sau khi hét ngay
lam viéc (ma khdng bi ba sai thém chuyén gi khac). Nhung
mac du cé du ly do d€ nghi ngai, linh tinh cho tdi biét rang
cudc ndi chuyén nay cd thé - rat co thé - xoay quanh toi.

“Sang thang la da moét nam a.”

“Va chi cé cam giac la da hoc dudc gi cé Igi cho tuong lai
ctia minh sau nay khong?” Anh mét sic lem cda ba khién toi
kh&n trucdng tor bo y dinh k& ra nhitng gi da “hoc” dudc:
cach tim mét clra hang trong thanh phd khéng 16, mét bai
bao viét vé mot nha hang trong hang chuc tG bao ma chi co
mot vai, hay ddng hon la khdong cé ggi y chinh xac nao. Dai
xUr t€ nhi v4i mdy con bé ddo dé, vira qua tudi day thi ma
da cé nhiéu kinh nghiém sbng han ca b6 me t6i cong lai.
Thuyét phuc moi ngudi, tir 6ng ngudi Pakistan dua thic an
dén van phong cho dé&n tong bién tdp moét t& bdo quan
trong, béng cach nai ni, quat thdo, ga gdm, than khéc, ninh
not, lam duyén hay don gian la gdy ap luc thd bao d&€ nhén
dudc thd minh can vao dung ldc minh can. Va di nhién, ca

nghé thuat vugt qua bat c’ thi thach nao trong vong mot
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gid, vi nhitng cau tra 18i ki€u: “T6i khdng biét” hodc “Khéng
thé dugc” déu khdng dudc chdp nhan. Qua la mot ndm cb
nhiéu th& dé hoc.

"0, vang, tat nhién,” toi bat ra. “Trong mot ndm & chd
ba t6i da hoc dudc nhiéu haon so vdi bat ky cdong viéc nao
khac. T6i thdy rat bd ich vi dugc quan sat moét tap chi 16n,
mot tap chi khéng 16 hoat déng ra sao, cac cong doan san
xuat, cac linh vuc cdng tac khac nhau. Va tat nhién la dudgc
chitng kién tai chd cach didu hanh cla ba, cach ba dua ra
tram nghin quyét dinh - cé thé nédi 1a mdét ndm day kinh
ngac, va toi rat biét dn ba, Miranda.” Bi€t dn vi da dudc lam
viéc t6i tam mat mii, khong cé ca thi gid dén nha si ngay
ca khi tr may tuan nay hai cai rang ham lam t6i mat an mat
ngu, nhung biét lam sao dugc. Bu cho nhitng dau d6n nhu
vay thi tbéi biét dugc khGi thdr vé nghé si dong giay Jimmy
Choo!

Hinh nhu ba tin vao may I8i 1dm ly cda tbi, chac vay, vi
ba gat dau day vé quan trong. “Aan-dree-aa, chac chi ciling
bi€t roi. Khi moét nam tr6i qua va cac cb6 gai lam viéc tu té€,
toi sé suy tinh chuyén nang cap ho.”

Tim t6i dap loan nhip. Dich dén da hién trong tam mat.

Liéu trong cdu téi ba cé bao cho tbi biét l1a d& chudn bi moi
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viéc can thiét dé€ kiém cho tdi modt vj tri 8 bdo The New
Yorker? Ngay ca khi ba khéng mudng tugng la dé€ dudc lam
viéc ¢ day tdi san sang pham toi giét ngudi! C6 thé ba da
tinh y doan dudc nguyén vong I8n nhat cua toi.

“Di nhién la t6i c6 nhiéu nghi ngai vé chi. Khong phai la
toi khdng nhan ra tinh than lam viéc chua cao cua chi hay
nhitng cdi thé dai va nhan nhd khi t6i giao cho chi nhirng
viéc ma chi coi la khong x{rng tam. T6i chi mong rang dé la
su' bi€u hién cua su thi€u chin chdn, vi  nhitng viéc khéc
thi chi té ra kha cé nang luc. Chinh xac la chi c6 nguyén
vong gi?”

Kha c6 nang luc! Ba cU ndi ludn rang toi la ngudi thong
minh nhat, thdi thugng nhat, hdp dan nhat va cé kha ndng
nhat trong I0a dong trang ma ba da tung gap di! Miranda
Priestly vira nhan xét la t6i kha c6 nang luc!

“Vang, a, khong phai la tdéi khong quan tam dén thdi
trang, c6 ai khong thich mét dau?” Toi voi xen vao, mat van
theo d&i 4nh nhin ludn luén vo6 cam cua ba. “Nhung toi van
luén lubn md udc dudc tu tay cam but, va do6 la, a, mét linh
vuc téi mudn dudc kham pha.”

Ba chap tay dé€ |Ién dui va nhin qua clra kinh xe. R& roi.

Sau b6n mudi Iam gidy tro chuyén thi téi bat dau lam ba
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chan. “Cha, tat nhién téi khong biét la chi c6 nang khiéu
hay khéng, nhung néu chij thich thi thr viét mot bai ngd dé
th&r xem sao. M6t bai phé binh sén kh&u hay ti€éu luédn trong
muc xa hoi chdng han. Va di nhién la lam ngoai giG va
khéng d€ anh hudng dén cong viéc chinh cda chi & chd tbi.”

“Vang, tat nhién rbi. Néu dudc thé thi tuyét qua!” Chung
toi da c6 mot cudc dam dao tU t€, cho dén gid chua thay
dong dén ch{r “an sang” hay “giat 1a”. Khgi dau rat thuan
IGi, c6 I8 tbi phai lidu: “Tdi mo mot ngay nao dé dudc lam
viéc cho The New Yorker.”

C6 vé nhu cau do thu hut su chud y cua ba, va ba nhin toi
lan nira. “Chi thich cai gi 8 dé co ch&? Chang co gi hoa 13,
toan lao déng thuén tay.” T6i cadn thén im miéng thi han, vi
cdu hoi 8y chi la mot ki€u ndi.

T6i con khoang hai mugi giay nira: chdng toi da gan dén
khach san, va thém vao dé ba da hét quan tam dén ca nhan
toi. Trong khi xem lai cac cubc dién thoai bi nh3, ba Ig dang
ndi: “HUm, The New Yorker. Condé Nast.” Toi gat dau chi
mang, nhung ba khéng nhin t6i. “Tat nhién t6i quen nhiéu
ngudi & db. PE xem chuyén di nay sé& két thic ra sao. CO

thé tdi s& goi dién dén dé khi vé tdi nha.”
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Xe di dén ctra khach san. Ong Renaud tién t&i nhanh haon
ca nhan vién phuc vu, mat miii cang thang nhung c6 mim
cudi, tu tay md cira xe cho Miranda.

“Chao cac quy ba, hy vong la quy ba da c6 mot budi tdi
vui ve.”

“Chin gi¢ sdng mai ching tbéi cdn xe dé dén show cua
Christian Dior, va tdéi cd6 moét cudc tiép khach ldc tam ruGi
khi an sang @ tién sanh. Truéc do té6i khong mudbn bi quay
rAy gi ca,” ba sdng giong ndi, moi ddng vé nhan tinh vut
bién mét nhu giot nudc roi 1én hon d& ndng. Ba khdng dé toi
c6 dip néi mot cau két hay it nhat cling quy luy bay té ham
on vi da dudc ba ti€p chuyén, ma bién thdng vao thang
may. T6i mét moi nhin 6ng Renaud vdi vé thong cdm réi vao
mot thang may khac.

Chiéc khay bac vé&i nhitng vién sb6cOla cdé nhan bay bién
ngon mat trén ban ngu la diém két chia budi tdi hoanh trang
ma t6i chinh 1& ngudi mau Iudt qua trudc chinh mat minh,
cap ke tan tinh véi moét ngudi quen cuc hot, dudgc Miranda
Priestly danh gia la kha cé nang luc. Cubi cung thi moi thur
cé vé nhu da dén hoi két cd hau, vai dau hiéu nho nhd cho
thdy mot nam hy sinh cua t6i da dudc dén bu thda dang.

Toi d€ nguyén quan do nga ra giudng va nhin dam dam lén
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trAn nha, van chua tin hdn 1a minh d3 that su noi thidng véi
Miranda chuyén mudn dén The New Yorker ma khong bi
cudi ché giéu hay quat mang. Ba hoan toan khong to ra bat
binh hay khuyén t6i nén thir si’c & Runway. T6i c6 cam giac
thuc su la ba d3 chd y nghe va hiéu tdi. Hi€u va ang hd.
That kho tin.

T6i cham rai thay d6 va tan hudng trong hoi i’'c mot lan
nira, nhin thdy Christian trudc mat, thay anh ddwwa tbi qua
cac phong va ra san nhdy, thdy anh m&t mo mang va lon
tdc bat tri, va thdy ca Miranda gét dau khi toi thd 16 1a mudn
viét van. C6 thé ndi |a mot budi t8i thanh céng, thanh céng
nhat trong thdi gian vira qua. O Paris IUc nay 1a ba rudi
sdng, nghia la chin rudi gid New York — thdi diém ly tudng
dé tum dugc Lily trudc gis cd di choi dém. Nhung thay vi goi
thdng cho Lily, tdi khdong thé I§ di dén nhéy trén dién thoai
bdo hiéu hop thoai cé day tin nhan. Toi vé tap gidy viét thu
cta khach san va bat bi d& ghi chép, véi tinh than man can
pha 1&n hi’ng khdi. S& cé hang ddng ciu hoéi ciia hang déng
ké nao do dd xudng dau tbi, nhung khdng cé gi co thé lam
cO bé Lo Lem tGi nay mat vui.

Ba tin nhdn dau tién la cia 6ng Renaud va cdng su,

khang dinh cac lich hen lam dau va trang diém cho ngay
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vira bat dau, két thuc vdi IGi chic ngl ngon khién t6i xuc
dong. Ro rang ho nhin t6i nhu moét con ngudi ch khong chi
la mot ké nd Ié vb danh. Bat giac t6i cam thay chut hy vong
pha 1an lo 18ng, liéu cé tin nh3n clia Alex khéng. Va tin tha
tu ddng la cda anh.

“Chao Andy, anh day, Alex day. Xin I6i vi anh d& qudy ray
em, anh bi€t la em ban bu dau bén dd, nhung cé mot
chuyén can ban bac vdi em. Goi vao sO di dong khi em co
thoi gian nhé. Mudn cling chdng sao, nhung nhd goi nhé,
ding quén! Okay, bye bye.”

Khong thay “anh yéu em” hay “nhé em” hay “hy vong em
sap vé”, chac la khong thich hgp 1am sau quyét dinh “nghi
1ay hai”. Toi xoa tin nhan va dinh bung sé goi lai sau, nhu cé
su’ xui khién nao dd. Giong anh khdéng c6 vé khén thiét 1dm,
va lac ba rudi sdng sau mot budi tdi trong ma, tdi khdng co
tdm trang dé chuyén trdo vé “tinh canh hién tai trong quan
hé cua hai ching ta.”

Tin cudi cung cua me to6i, va cling nhu mot cau thach dé.

“Chao con gai yéu, me day. O nha bay gid gan tam gid,
khdong hi€u bén dé6 méy gid. Con nay, khdng cé chuyén gi
ghé gém Idm - ndi chung & day 6n cad - nhung néu con goi

lai thi tét. B6 me con thic lau, goi mudén mot chut ciling
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khéng sao, nhung nhd goi trong hdm nay. B6 me mong con
cé mot ngay vui vé, 1at nita sé ndi chuyén sau nhé, con gai
yéu cua me.”

La that. Ca Alexx 1&n me toi déu chd déng tu goi dién cho
tdi sang Paris va nhan goi lai, k&€ ca khi d3 mudn. B6 me toi
“con thuc lau”, nghia la mudon nhat dén khi chudng trinh cua
Letterman bat dau, qua ddé tdi nhan ra la c6 van dé. Mat
khac thi ca hai déu khong cd vé lo du Iam hay tham chi hét
hoang. T6t nhat 1a téi xa nudc vao bon tdm va tan hudng
may phut thu thai véi moi th( tién nghi ma Ritz cung cap
cho khéch, 18y si'c du nghe chuyén ngd ngdn nao dé cua
me t6i hay tranh luan vdi Alex vé “tinh canh hién tai trong
quan hé cua hai chidng ta.”

M6t bdn tdm thét ndng va moi xa xi phdm cua Coc
Chanel (hang mini), sau dé dung kem gilr &m trudc khi
khoac chiéc do choang tdm mém mai l1én tdm than dudc
chiéu chudng. Toi vO tu nhan s6 may & nha trudc - moét sai
lam 18n: nghe ti€éng me t6i ndi “a 16” da du thay blc xuc
tram trong.

“Me gi, con day. Moi viéc tét khong? Dang nao thi mai con
cling goi dién, & day lam viéc dién ca dau, nhung tdi qua thi

tuyét vgil” Chuyén Christian thi c6 nhién to6i sé khong hé
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moi, vi bd tdi con chua nghe vu rac rbi vdi Alex, song nhat
dinh b6 me t6i sé rat phan khdai khi biét Miranda vui vé ghi
nhan la toi muén dén lam viéc 8 The Neww Yorker.

“Con gai yéu, me khong mudn ngat I6i con, nhung da co
chuyén xay ra. H6m nay bénh vién Lenox hill vira goi dién
dén day, do la bénh vién & phd 77 thi phai, va nghe ndi la
Lily bi tai nan.”

Bd qua ki€u ndi vong veo, tim téi nhu ngung dap. “Gi ca?
Me vua ndi gi? Tai nan gi?”

Qua giong ndi c6 gilr veé binh tinh va cach dung tu, toi
nhén ra me tbéi phai gdng séc ra sao dé td vé nhe nhang va
cht dong, va chac la bd t6i dd dan trudc. “Tai nan 6 t6, con
a. Me lo la tudng dobi nang. Chinh Lily [ai xe, c6 mo6t ban nira
ngObi cung xe thi phai, ré nham vao moét dudng ngudc chiéu,
dam truc dién moét chiéc taxi vaéi téc d6 65 km/h. Me da noéi
chuyén vdi canh sat, ho ndi la s6ng sét dugc da la chuyén
la.”

“Con chang hiéu gi ca. Chuyén xay ra Idc nao? N6 cd bi
sao khong?” T6i hau nhu khéng ndi ra IGi vi c6 gilr khéi bat
khéc, cho du me t6i vAn c6 gdng ndi nhe nhang. Moi cau
ch{r dugc chon lua cang to rd tinh nghiém trong cua van deé.

“Me, n6é dang nam dau? Co6 bi nang 1am khéng?”
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LUc nay t6i cling nhan ra la me t6i dang khoc, du rat khé.
“Andy, me dua may cho bd. B6 cé tin Gi cua bac si, con gai
yéu a.” Me toi c6 ndi hét cau.

“A 16, con gadi cua bg, tiéc la 8 nha khong cé tin gi tot haon
cho con.” Giong b6 t6i tram va binh tinh, trong khoanh khac
nay toi tin vao do tudng rang tat ca roi sé lai dau vao day.
Lily khdng bi g8y cd, ma chi gdy chdn hay xudng sudn, may
vét xudc trén mat roi sé dugc mot bac si thdm my cao tay
phU phép cho lanh 18n ngay tai chd. DAi khai Ia chdng cé gi
dang lo.

“B3 ndi cho con biét chuyén gi thuwcj su xay ra. Me k€ Ia
Lily d&m truc dién mdt chiéc taxi? Con khéng hiéu ndi. Th&
nhat vi Lily khéng cé 6 t6, thém nilra la n6 rat ghét di xe, cé
gi ma di lung tung & Mahhattan cd chd? B6 me dudc tin
bdang cach nao? Ai bdo cho bé me biét? Va nd bi sao?” Toi
tudng minh sadp Ién con than kinh, chi diu di khi nghe tiéng
bd t6i vira nhe nhang vira chu dong.

“Hiys mét hai di nao, réi bd k& cho con nhitng gi bd biét.
Tai nan xay ra hdm qua, nhung hom nay bé me mdi dudc
tin.”

“Hém qua! Lam sao cd thé thé& dudc, tai nan tor hdm qua

ma khong ai goi cho co ca?”
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“Con gai yéu, ho da goi cho con. Bac si ndi la trong s tay
cua Lily cé tén con la dia chi dau tién khi co su co, vi ba né
khong lam dudc viéc gi acr. BEnh vién da goi vé nha con va
thd goi s6 di dong nhung tat nhién khdong an thua. Sau hai
mudi tu gid ma chang thdy ai dén ca, ho xem lai trong sb
tay cua Lily va thay b6 me cung tén ho vaGi con. Ho da goi
téi ddy héi xem cé thé tim thdy con & dau. B& me khdng
nhd la con & khach san nao, vi vay b6 me goi dién hoi Alex
tén khach san.”

“Trgi dat di. TU hdom qua dén bay gid. Lily moét minh & dé
ha bd? N6 van & bénh vién a?” Toi héi khong kip 18y hdi, va
cé cam giac minh dang phai dgi mai ma khong thay cau tra
I3i. Cho dén gid tdi chi hi€u ra rdng nhat dinh tdi la ngudi
quan trong nhat trong cubc ddi cua cb6 vi c6 ghi s6 dién
thoai cua t6i vao muc can théng bao khi cé su c6, cho du
khong ai suy nghi gi khi dién muc d6. Nghia la c6 rat can
toi, dung lic khong ai tim dugc toi ¢ dau. Toi da théi nac,
nhung nudc mét van chdy néng xudng md, va hong todi kho
rat nhu bi da mai vao.

“U, n6 van & bénh vién. Andy, b6 mudn ndi cho con biét
tdt ca. Khong ai dam chac la nd sé qua khéi.”

“Sao a? Thé nghda la gi? Cho con biét chuyén cu thé di!”
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“Con gaias yéu, bé da ndéi chuyén nhiéu lan véi bac si, va
bo biét Lily dudc cham soc rat chu ddo. Nhung van dé la né
dang hon mé, con a. Tuy bac si c6 cam doan vdi bo la...”

“Hén mé? Lily bi hdn mé?” T6i chang hi€u gi ca, IGi ndi cr
nhu hoan toan réng tuéch vd nghia.

“Con hay binh tinh nao. B6 bi€t dé la tin s6c cho con, va
udc gi bé khdng phai bao tin d6 cho con qua dién thoai. BO
me da suy tinh cé nén dgi dén luc con quay vé hay khong,
nhung con con & dé6 mdy ngay nirfa, va b6 me nghi la con
nén biét s6m. Nhuwng con ciing can biét la b6 me sé lam
hét nhitng gi c6 thé dé né dudc cham sbéc day dua. Lily nhu
mot dda con gai trong gia dinh minh, con biét day, tat nhién
lic nay b6 me sé& khdng dé né cb don.”

“Trdi @i, con phai quay vé ngay b6 a, con phai vé ngay!
N6 khdong cd ai ngoai con, ma con thi ngbi tan bén kia Dai
Tay Dudng. Thoi chét, ngay kia la bira ti€c khon nan ma chi
vi né con phai cé mat & day, va Miranda dam bao sé tong
con ra khédi cong ty néu con khéng cé6 mat. Con lam gi bay
giG? Lam gi bay giG day?”

“Andy, bén 8y muodn lam roi dady. B6 nghi la tot nhat con
nén ngu moét chdt va suy nghi cho ky. Tat nhién la con

mudn Vvé ngay, b6 bi€t. Nhung con hay nghi la Lily hién
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chua tinh. Nhu bac si ndi, cd may tinh lai sau bon mugi tam
dén bay mudi hai gid 1a khd cao, cd thé can gidc ngu nay
nhu mot dang hoi phuc, nhung khoéng ai dédm chac chan
diéu gi.” BO t6i khé ndi thém.

“Va sau khi tinh day? Con nghi chac n6 sé bi bai ndo hoac
liét hay dai loai nhu thé&. Trdi oi, con khdng chiu ndi nira.”

“Pan gian la khong ai chac chan diéu gi. Nghe ndi la chan
va tay c6 phan (ng, nghia la c6 thé khdéng bi liét, nhung
nhiéu choi trén dau bj phu né, chi cé thé danh gid dugc sau
khi tinh day. Ta chi con cach dgi.”

Ching toi con ndi vai cau nira, dén khi téi dot ngdt cat
may va goi s6 di dong cua Alex.

“Chao anh, em d&y. Anh d& & cho cd6 &y chua?” Tdi hoi
bat ngd, khong co6 IGi rao don, dung nhu mot MIranda thu
nho.

“Andy, chao em. Em da biét tin ro6i?”

“Wang. Em vira goi dién cho bé me. Anh d3 & cho Lily
chua?”

“Cd, hién tai anh dang & bénh vién. Ho khéng cho anh
vao phong vi khéng phai gid tham va anh khéng phai la

ngudi nha bénh nhan, mac du vdy anh muén & day, chi dé
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c6 mat khi Lily tinh day.” Giong anh xa lac xa I8, nhu chim
trong suy tu.

“Chuyén gi da xay ra vay? Me em noi dai khai la c6 ay ré
sai vao dudng mot chiéu va tong phai taxi hay sao Aay.
Khdéng sao tin noi.”

“Pung la ac moéng.” anh thag dai, that vong vi chua ai cho
tdi biét gi cu thé. “Anh cling khéng ré hét su viéc tir dau
dén cudi, nhung anh da ndi chuyén vaGi ngudGi ngbi cung
trong xe. Cau ta tén la Benjamin, nguGi ma & hoi dai hoc da
bi c60 ay cat dit sau vu vdi hai cd6 gaias khac, em nhé
khong?”

“Tat nhién, han ta lam cung moét toa nha vdi em. Tai sao
han lai c6 mat trong chuyén nay? Lily ghét han 1am, c6 &y
chua tiéu hda xong chuyén ngay xua.”

“Thi anh cling nghi th€, nhung cé vé nhu dao nay hai
ngudi d3 gap nhau nhiéu lan, t6i qua cling thé. Cau 8y ké la
ho cé vé xem Phish biéu dién & Nassau Coliseum va cung di
dén d6. Anh dodn la cau ta hat nhiéu qua, Lily rd long
thuong hai va tu cam 13i. Moi viéc binh thudng, cho dén khi
Lily vugt dén dd &8 mot nga tu roéi ré nham vao dudng

Madison Avenue, dam truc dién mot chiéc taxi. Phan cudi
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thi em biét r6i.” Giong anh lac di, va toi biét rang tat ca toi
té hown la nhitng gi t6i dudc nghe tir ndy dén gid.

Nira gid vUra qua toi lan lugt tan cong me, bb va Alex vdi
du loai cau hdi, trir mot cau Io Iirng ngay trudc mat: tai sao
Lily vugt den dé & nga tu va di ngudc chiéu? Nhu moi khi,
Alex dén dau suy nghi cua téi va tra Ioi trudc.

“D0 cbn trong mau cao gan gap db6i muc cho phép,” anh
néi tinh khé va ré rang hét mdc cod thé, dé khoi phai nhéac
lai.

“Lay Chua.”

“Néu mot [uc nao doé Lily tinh lai, c6 ay se cd khdi van dé
ngoai chuyén phuc hoi sic khée. May ma ngudi lai xe taxi
chi bi xay xudc chut dinh, va chan trai Benjamincungx nat
bét, nhung cau ay ndi la sé€ chéng lanh. Minh chi con cach
dgi xem Lily sé ra sao. Bao giG em vé?”

“Gi cg?” T6i van chua thdi nghi vé chuyén Lily di v4i mot
thang ma c6 dy ghét cay ghét dang, nay bi hon mé chi vi lai
xe sau khi uéng rugu cung han.

“Anh vura héi la bao giG em vé.” Téi im lang mot lat trudc
khi anh ndi ti€p. "Em sex vé sém trudc han ch’? Hay em
dinh quyét tam & lai Paris va dé ban gai than nhat trén doi

chét mon trong bénh vién?”
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“Sao anh lai noi thé, Alex? Anh cé dinh ndi em cé 16i khi
khong biét chuyén nay sé xay ra? Va Lily nam trong bénh
vién vi may hom nay em & Paris? Va moi chuyén da khong
Xay ra néu em biét trudc la cd ay lai di véi Benjamin? Blng
thé khong? Anh dinh am chi diéu gi?” To6i hét lac giong,
nhung sau cl s&c vao budi sdng tinh mad téi cam thdy nhu
cau buc thiét dudc quat vao mat ai do.

“Khoéng, do6 la Ici em chd anh hoan toan khong noéi thé.
Anh chi nghi la tadt nhién em sé chdong vé vdi Lily, nhu em cé
thé. Anh khéng cé quyén phan xwr em, Andy, em hiéu anh
roi day. Tat nhién anh ciling ro la bay gid da rat mudn va
trong may ti€ng tdi em ciling chang lam dugdc gi. Goi dién
cho anh khi nao em biét gid ha canh, anh sé don em va
minh dén thdng bénh vién.”

“Okay, cam dn anh da cham soc Lily. Em rat cam kich, va
nhat dinh Lily cling thé. Em sé& goi dién sau khi biét sé phai
lam gi.”

“Budc. Andy, anh nhd em. Va anh biét em sé lam viéc gi
can phai lam.” budng day lién lac bi ngat trudc khi toi xé
xac anh ra vi cau nay.

Lam viéc gi can phai lam? Can phai lam a? Nghia la gi?

Chac anh dinh ggi y la t6i hdy chay ra ngay san bay. Cai

https://thuviensach.vn



giong cao dao nhu ndi véi mot con bé nit sinh bi bat qua
tang ndi chuyén riéng trong I8p that dang ghét. bang ghét
nhu lGc ndy anh dang & chod ban géi Lily cda téi, 1a gudi lién
lac gitta b6 me to6i va tbi, dugc Ién giong rao giang dao duc.
DA qua rdi cai thsi ma khi ndéi chuyén véi nhhau ching téi
cé cam giacsan Ui la dang cung nhau chéo chéng ch’ khong
phai ding d6i mat trén hai chién tuyén, Tinh thé da téi té di
nhu vay tu bao giGg?

Toi khéng du sic gidi thich cho anh mdt su that hién
nhién: néu tbi vé nha trudc thdi han thi s€ mat viéc, va toi
dd dé mod hoéi sdi nudc mat vd ich trong subt cd nam trai.
Cho dén giG toi c6 nham mat trudc mot y nghi khiang khi€p,
song lic nay toi phai nhin vao su that: téi cé mat hay vang
mat cling chang cé y nghia gi d6i véi Lily dang hén mé trén
giudng bénh. Moi tinh toan quay cubng trong dau. Toi co
nén dgi luc blra tiéc két thdc roi tha thuyét phuc Miranda
cho t6i di? Hoac khi Lily tinh day va nhan bi€t xung quanh,
liéu cé ai ¢ do gidi thich cho c6 biét la tdoi sé quay vé sém
nhu cé thé, chi vai hdm nira thdi? Trong tdm trang rdi bdi
sau mot dém dai toan nhitng sdm banh va khiéu vi, lai
thém tin c6 ban than nhat hdn mé sau khi say rugu lai xe,

nhitng tinh todn &8y nghe cé vé hdp ly - song sau tham
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trong tim, t6i biét, vang, toi biét la ching chang cd y nghia
gl.

“Aan-dree-aa, chi bao cho trudng bié€t |a hai chau bé vang
mat hém th& Hai vi & Paris vdi t6i, va chi ghi lai nhitng gi
can hoc bu. Sau d6 chi dich giG an t6i sém Ién nula tiéng,
néu kho qua thi cat luén. Chi dad ki€m dugc cubn sach toi
héi t8i qua chua? Trudc bita &n tdi cdn bdn quyén, hai
quyén tiéng Anh va hai quyén tiéng Phap. A, ban du thao
cubi cung trudc khi dem in thuc don b{ra tiéc ngay mai nira,
tdi dinh duyét cac thay déi Ian nira. Nhd khdng dudc c6 médn
sushi, nhgd chua?”

“Vang, Miranda,” toi ndi va viét ngoady téc ky moi viéc vao
cudn s6 Smythson do phong phu kién nhanh tri bd sung vao
bd suu tap tdi, giay, that lung va d6 trang sirc. T6i dén show
thdi trang Dior dau tién trong dgi, va bén canh t6i MIranda
truyén Iénh vdi téc dd siing may, khéng can dé y la tdi chua
dugc ngu dén hai ti€éng. 7 gid 45, mot nhan vién hoc nghé
clia Renaud dudc 6ng clr dén gd clra dé chéc chén rang toi
da tinh gidc va - sau phut trudc hen — an mac nghiém chinh
xuat hién & chd hen dé cung Miranda dén show thdi trang.
Nhén vién 1a mdt ngudi tré tubi, anh ta kin ddo lam nhu

khdong nhén ra la téi d&€ nguyén quén do thi€p di trén chiéc
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chan chua gid ra, tham chi con ha d6 sang cua ngon dén
ma toi da quén khoéng tat trudc khi ngd. Toi cé6 hai mudi
phat dé tdm, xem hudng dan trang phuc cta Allison, m3c
quan do va trang diém (cb6 thg trang diém khé ddam dam
chua di lam vao gid nay).

Con nhiic dau clha tdi khdng 13 gi so v8i noi dau khi nhé
lai nhirng cudc dién thoai trong dém. Lily! Lé ra toi phai goi
dién cho Alex hoac b6 me téi xem tinh hinh c6 trong may
gid vUa qua - dai nhu ca tuan - co gi cai thién khéng,
nhung khong cong thi gid nira.

Trong thang may toi di dén quyét dinh la sé chi & lai mot
ngay, moét ngay chét tiét duy nhat nira th6. Tan cudc tiéc
tung la t6i sé vé ngay vdi Lily Biét dau, néu Emily da hét
&m, thdm chi t6i cé thé xin nghi vai hdm dé ho trg cho Lily
vugt qua vu tai nan va nhirng hau qua tiéu cuc tat yéu dugc
chi'ng nao hay chung ay. B6 me t6i va Alex sé gil vong gac
cho dén khi t6i vé - nghia la Lily khéng bao gid c6 don - toi
tu nhu. Cudbc dai téi, ca su nghiép va tudng lai dang & doan
thd thach, vay thi hai ngay co la gi quan trong - nhat la doi
vG3i mot ngudi dang hon mé? baéi vdi téi — tat nhién véi ca

Miranda - thi vo cung hé trong.
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It nhat thi t6i cling 1én dugc xe trudc Miranda. Ba ném
moOt cai nhin sac nhu dao vao chiéc vay nhung the cua toi,
nhung khdng buéng I8i nhén xét nao. Téi vira cét sé ghi
chép vao tui Bottega Venetta thi chiéc dién thoai dii dong
quoc té cua tb6i rung chubéng - mot diéu chua hé xay ra
trudc mat Miranda.

“A 16?” T6i van lén d& méat t8i MIranda dang gid xem
chuong trinh hédm nay va ra vé khdong nghe gi.

“Chao con gai.” B6 tb6i goi. "B6 chi mubdn bdo tin mdi
nhat.”

“Okay,” t6i c6 han ché& ndi chuyén vi cam giac khéng thoai
mai khi phai néi chuyén dién thoai trudc mat Miranda.

“Bac si vUra goi dién bao la co6 vé nhu Lily sap hoi tinh. Co
tuyét vGi khong con? B6 nghi la nhat dinh con mudn biét tin
do.”

“Vang a, tat nhién roi. That tuyét vai.” "Con da quyét dinh
vé hay chua?”

“A, khdng, chua a. T6i mai Miranda t& ch(r da hoi va rat
can con gilp mot tay, cho nén... B8 nay, con xin 16i, bay gid
khong tién ndi chuyén. Con sé goi dién lai nhé?”

“Luc nao cling dugc con a.” B t6i c6 ndi giong binh than,

nhung tdi gnhe kha ro su that vong.
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“Vang, cam dn b6 da goi dién. Bye.”

“Ai d&dy?” MIranda hdi, m&t van nhin t§ chudng trinh. Trdi
bat dau mua, ti€ng giot nudc dap 1én mai 6 td at ca tiéng
ba.

“A, b6 tbi goi dién. TU My sang.” Toi ndi v4 van gi vay? TU
My sang?

“Ong 8y mudn gi ma dung cham dén cdng viéc cla budi
da hdi ngay mai?”

Trong dau toi cay ra hang triéu IGi noi dbi tiéEm tang,
nhung khdng cé thi gid dé nghi ra mdt cdu cho hop ly -
nhat la khi Miranda tinh cG déng tai Ién nghe. T6i khong con
cach nao khac la phai ndi thét.

“A, khéng cé gi. MOt cd ban cla toi bi tai nan, dang &
bénh vién, chinh xac han Ia bj hén mé. B tdi vira k€& tinh
trang cua cd6 ay va hoi tbi co vé khbéng.”

Ba lang nghe, gat dau vé duy nghi va v4é ldy t6 bdo ma
ngudi tai x& chu ddo dd dit sdn vao xe. “Thé& a.” Khdng co
ldy mot IGi xin chia bubn hay hoi c6 ay cé bi nang khong,
chi mot cau lanh Iung v6 nghia va anh mat buc doc.

“Nhung t6i khéng vé, nhat dinh khdong. Toi biét la su cé
mat chia tdi ngay mai & budi da hdi rdt quan trong. Toi da

suy nghi rat l[du va mudn ndi vdi ba la tdi sé cd gang lam
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tron trach nhiém cia minh trudc ba va cong viéc, nghia la
toi sé d lai.”

Ba im lang. R6i khé mim cudi: “Aan-dree-aa, tdi khen
ngdi y dinh cda chi. Chi biét xép thd tu uu tién thé la tot.
T6i cling phai ndi la thoat tién tb6i da suy nghi nhiéu vi chi.
Th& nhat vi chi bi€t gi vé thgi trang ca, va con té han, chi
cling chdng thém quan tdm dén. Th( hai la su bat binh dai
ddng va da dang cua chi vé cac yéu cau cla tdi khéng hé
qua dudc mat toi. Vé cong viéc thi chi da to ra la ngudi kha
cd nang luc, nhung quan diém cua chi vé& cdng viéc khdng
phai da hoan toan tot.”

“Q, Miranda, cho phép t6i dugc...”

“T6i chua ndi xong! T6i mubn nodi la luc nay day, sau khi
chi da té ro thai d6 lam viéc tich cuc, t6i sé cé nhiéu thién
chi hon dé gilp chi dat dugc muc tiéu ma ude. Chi cé quyén
tuv hao vé minh, Aan-dree-aa.” Mot cudc doc thoai vdi do
dai, do sau va trognj lugng ky luc.! Toéi choang vang mudn
ngat, ai bié€t dudc vi vui hay bubén, ai ma ndéi dudgc. Nhung
ba con di xa thém mot budc, véi mot cur chi tuyét doi khong
thich hgp v8i mot quy ba & tdm voc cua ba. Miranda dat tay
ba 1én tay téi dang dé trén ghé& gitra hai ngudi va néi: “Vao

tudi chi, ngay xua tbi cling vay.” Téi khéng tim ra 18y mot tur
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dé dap lai, va xe cling vira phanh kit trudc khai hoan mén
Carrousel du Louvre va tai x&€ nhay phat ra khoi xe d& md
clra cho ching t6i. Téi v4§ 18y tdi clia toi va cua ba, van chua
bi€ét do6 la khoanh khac huy hoang nhat hay nhuc nhd nhat
trong dGi minh.

Ky Uc vé show thdi trang Paris chi con |G md. Phong kha
t6i, nhu tdi con nhd, va tiéng nhac qua 6n 3 dé€ lam nén cho
su’ lich thiép dudc dua Ién san khau. Nhung néu hom nay
nhd vé hai gid dong h6 dudc ngd vao thé gidi di biét ay thi
mot Ian nlra toi chi con cam thay su khdén khé cua minh.
Tuong thich véi b6 canh cla tdéi — do cashmere hiéu Malo
mac sat ngudi, vdy nhung the - Jocelyn da c&n than chon ra
d6i ung Channel lam cho db6i chan t6i cé cam giac bi dut vao
may xay thit. T6i chdng mat vi mat ngu, lai con nhdt nhat
va ddi gan chét. bdng cung véi moét nhdm phong vién hang
ba va may ké lang xang khac & tan cudi phong, téi c6 khdng
dé Miranda lac khoi tdm ki€ém soat, dong thdi ddo mat tim
mot x6 xinh khong coé ngudi, dé phong truéng hgp bi non.
Vao tudi chi, ngay xua téi ciing vdy. Cau 8y dap thum thup
trong tai t6i theo nhip mach mau trén tran va thai ducng.

Miranda dé t6i yén thédn ngdét mét tiéng - khoadng khéc

tinh lang trudc caon bao. Chung toi ¢ trong cung moét phong,
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nhung ba vdn md di ddong goi toi di 1&y mét ly San
Pellegrino. TU luc d6 trd di, trung binh c& mudi phut ba lai
goi dién, moi cu goi lai gdy ra mot ludng dién dau budt oc
toi. Reng! “NGi may cho t6i v8i 6ng Tomlinson trén phi coc.”
(Mugi sau lan goi, nhung MJ-C3-BG khong nhac may.”
Reng! “Nhac nhd cac bién tap vién Runway dang & Paris:
ché quén 1a dang & day thi dugc mién cadc nhiém vu hang
ngay. ToOi dgi duyét tat ca moi bai theo dung lich da dinh.”
(May ngudi dang & Paris ma toi goi dudc tai khach san chi
cudi va cup may ludn.) Reng! “Chi di ki€Em ngay cho to6i mot
chiéc banh kep thit ga tay ki€u My, tdi ghét gidm bdng qua.”
(T6i chay nam cay s6 trong dbi ung tra tdn, nhung khac vdi
My & noi mo6i géc phd cd mot xe badn d6 8n, & day khong
sao tim dugc. Chac chan do la diéu khong la d6i vdi ba, vi &
New York t6i c6 bao giG bi sai di mua mon nay dau.) Reng!
“T6i dgi b0 h6 sd hoan chinh cua ba Ung cu vién dau bép
hira hen nhat, ddt vao phong trudc khi toi tir show dién vé.”
(Emily 1am dm |én, c& nhu tdéi dinh bép cb chi. Nhung chi
van hlra s& fax moi thong tin can thiét ma chi da ghi chép
vé cac U'ng cu vién dau bép tuong lai. Tap hdp thanh hoé so
la chuyén cla tbi.” Reng! Reng! Reng! Vao tudi chi, ngay

xua téi cling vay.
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Chan nhdc nhéi, mat xam ngoét, tbi tron khoi IG bup bé
ngudi mau trén san catwalk ra ngoai dé hut voi diéu thudc.
Vira kip bat Ira thi - dé hiéu - lai cé chudng dién thoai.
“Aan-dree-aa! Aan-dree-aa! Chi lai chay dau mat roi?”

T6i di nat diéu thudc chua kip cham va chay vao phong.
Cé 1€ da day t6i sap vung day, bay giG chi con dgi xem khi
nao va ¢ dau.

“Tan phia tudng sau cung.” T6i lach voi qua clra va ding
tua vao tudng. “Bén trai, ngay canh cla. Ba co thay toi
khong?”

Ba ngd qua ngd lai cho dén khi thay t6i. Toi toan tat dién
thoai, nhung giong noi thAm cua ba van tiép tuc xody vao
tai: “Chi di'rng yén & d9d, hi€u chua? La trg ly cla tbi chi phai
lubn cé mat canh t6i khi can, ch(r khéng phai ra ngoai nhay
mua. That khéng sao chap nhan dudc, Aan-dree-aa!” ba ré
dudng di dén culbi phong va ding siing trudc mat tbi. Trén
san dién, mot c6 gdi trong chiéc do dai chdm dat g&u xoe ra
1&p 1&nh kim tuyé&n di di lai lai gita ddm khan gid kinh can
ngam nhin, va nhac chuyén tir mét ki€u nhac nha thd sang
Heavy Metal. Nhip tim cua tdi cling chuyén theo. Miranda
van tiép tuc phun ra nhitng I8i doc dia khi dén trudc mat toi,

song it nhat thi ba cling gap dién thoai lai, va t6i lam theo.
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“Aan-dree-aa, ching ta cé mot van dé nghiém trong. Cé
nghia la chi c6 mot van dén nghiém trong. T6i vira nhan
dién thoai clia 6ng Tomlinson. Anabella d& nhac nhd 6ng la
ho chiéu cua bon tré con hét han vao tuan trudc.”

“Qi, that thé sao?” La ciu duy nhat ma toi cé thé thét ra,
tuy nhién khdéng phai la cau tra IGi thich hgp. Tay ba 6m
chat chiéc tai, mat ba 16i khoi h6c mat.

“Oi, that thé sao?” Ba nhai t6i, chat giong chua loét cla
ba khién moi ngudi quay lai nhin. “Oi, that thé sao? Phai
chang chi khdng c6 gi dé gép I8i nira a?”

“Khong, tat nhién khdéng phai thé, Miranda. Y tdi khong
phai thé&. Téi cé thé gilp dudc gi khdong?”

Toi cd thé gilp dudc gi khdng? Ba nhai lai, l1an nay nghe
nhu mot dlra tré me nheo. Néu do la bat ky ai trén qua dat
nay, ngoai Miranda, thi chdc chan sé dugc tdi cho mot cai
tat. "Co day, chi sé giup dudc ngay day, Aan-dree-aa. Do chi
khdng du kha ndng dé lo lam xong may viéc dé tur trudc nén
bay gid chi phai tim cach lam xong ho chi€u mdi cho bon tré
trudc khi chling cat canh vao t6i nay. T6i khong mudén thiéu
mat cac con trong budi tiéc t&i mai, chi co hiéu tdi khéng?”

C6 hi€u tb6i khdng? Cha, cau hdéi hay ddy chd nhi. Toi

hoan toan khdéng hiéu ndi, tai sao dé lai 1a 16i cua tdi khi hod
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chiéu cua hai dra tré mudi tudi hét han. Ching cé - xét vé
ly thuyét — hai bac phu huynh, mét bé dudgng va mot co gilr
tré chdm séc hai mugi tu tiéng moi ngay. M3t khac thi toi
cling biét la chuyén d6 chdng c6 y nghia gi n{ra. Trong méat
Miranda toi la ké c6 16i, thé 1a du. Ch3c chan ba sé& bit tai
khdng mudn hi€u, néu tdi ndi la nén xda s6 chuyén bay toi
nay cla hai da tré di. Téi cd thé lam mot s6 diéu tudng
nhu bat kha thi, nhung trong vong chua dén ba ti€ng doéng
ho ma tur nudc ngoai xin dugc nha ch( trach lién bang cap
cho h6 chi€u mdi la chuyén nam ma gitra ban ngay. Cham
hét. Sau mot nam phung su Miranda, day la nhiém vu bat
kha thi dau tién: ba cd thé quat thdo va doi hoi hay ham
doa bao l4u thi cling vay thdi, khéng ai cé phép mau dé lam
chuyén nay. Vao tuéi chi, ngay xua téi ciing vay.

Quén khan trucng Miranda di. Qén khan truong Parris va
show dién thdi trang va tro khi marathon “tdi béo qua di
mét” di. Quén khan truong ca Il tay sai quen ganh chi tinh
khi qudi dan cua Mlranda, chi vi ba lam chu dudc nghé
thuat s dung cac nhiép anh gia cé nang khi€u va trang
phuc dat 16i ma&t cho mot tap chi thdi trang. Quén khan
truong chuyén ba nghi ra di€ém giéng nhau gilra tooiv a ba.

Va ba cdé ly. Co ly do chét tiét nao khién tb6i dirng day, tai
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sao toi phai dé rcon quy cai buon tham nay hanh ha va lam
nhuc? D& cd thé, chi cé thé thdi, ba mudi 1am nadm nira toi
lai c6 mat tai chinh ndi nay, gitta mét It san sang hdén chan
minh va mét trg ly chi nhdm nham muén bép c6 minh?

TOi rat di dong ra bam s6 va quan sat mat Miranda ngay
cang tim tai dién dai hon vi dién tiét.

“Aan-dree-aa,” ba rit qua k& r&ng nhung van c6 du tu
cach moét quy ba dé khdng nhay chém chdém Ién. “Chij lam gi
thé&? Toi ndi vai chi la hai con gai t6i can gap hd chi€éu mdi,
con chij thi tha lIUc nay bubn dién thoai thich hgp hon chir gi?
Chi cho rang tdi dua chi qua Paris chi d& lam viéc &y thdi
sao?”

Me t6i cAm may sau ba hdi chudng, tdi vao dé ludn.

“Me, con sé& bay chuyé&n sém nh&t cé thé. Con sé& goi dién
lai cho me khi xuéng dén san bay JFK. Con vé nha day.”
Khong dgi cau tra 18i, tdi gap dién thoai va ngang lén nhin
vao cap mat sirng s6t vo do cla MIranda. T6i bat gidc quén
ca nhdc dau va budn nodn, chi mim cudi chi’ng kién ba ha
mom khoéng ndi nén Idi. Song ti€c thay, ba hoéi lai cling
nhanh. K& ra thi ngay lic d6 néu téi phu phuc xudéng va cd
giai thich thi may ra con mét cd héi mong manh khéng bi

dubi viéc, nhung lic nay khéng con gi dé ti€c nudi nira.
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“Aan-dree-aa, chi co bié€t la chi dang lam gi khéng? Chi cé
bi€t Ia n€u chj c thé bod di thi bat budc toi phai...”

“Bi€n di, Miranda. Bién ngay di cho khuat mat t6i.”

Ba ngap ngap ldy haoi va ap tay che miéng. Nhirng con
bap bé thdgi trang di’ng xung quanh quay phat lai nhin, thi
thao vd&i nhau va chi tay vao con bé trg ly mat hang dam
noi to cau ay vGi mot huyén thoai cua thé gidi thdi trang.

“Aan-dree-aa!” Ba tum tay tbi. T6i lanh nguGi tranh mdng
vudt cla ba va cudi rang r3. PA dén IGc chdm duat trd thi
thao xung quanh va d& cho moi ngudi biét bi mat nho bé
cla hai ngudi ching toi.

“Rat dang ti€c, Miranda,” lan dau tién tu khi téi Paris toi
néi bang giong binh than, khéng run rady. “Nhung chéc toi
khong thé dén budi tiéc t8i mai dugc. Ba hi€u ch a? Chlc
ba vui vé, toi tin la & dd sé rat vui. Cham hét.” Va trudc khi
ba kip tra 16i, tdi deo tui 1én vai, khéng thém dé y dén doi
bét dang nghién nat dau ngon chan, hién ngang di ra ngoai
kiEém taxi. Chua bao gid trong ddi t6i cé cam giac khoe

khoan han IGc nay. T6i vé nha.
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18

“Jill, dung lam am Ién nhu thé!” Me t6i la Ién bat luc.
“Me nghi la n6 con ngu.” R6i modt giong quang quac goi tu
tang dudi.

“Andy? Con ngu a?” Jill goi Ién pphia thang gac.

T6i hé mot bén mat va xem dong ho. 8 gid 15 sang.
Lay Chua, moi ngudi lam tro gi thé nay?

TOi 1&n ngudi I8y da may 1an méi ngdi day dudc. Co thé
toi cau xin dudc ngu thém mot 1at, chi mot 1at nira thoi.

“Chao cau,” Lily mim cudi quay vé phia t6i, mat c6 cach
mat téi vai phén. “Chuén bi ca sang rdi hay sao &y.” Jill,
Kyle va chdu bé dén chaoi nhan dip |é Ta dn, vi vay Lily phai
don khoi phong cua Jill ngay xua. May hdm nay cb6 ngu trén
chiéc giuGng con ghép canh giuong toi.

“Cé gi ma kéu ca dir vay? TS khong ro tai sao, nhung
mdi s6m tinh ma ma cau trong rat tinh tdo.” Lily nam chdng
cui tay trén giudng, doc bdo, thinh thoang lam mot ngum tu
tach café dat sat chan giudng.

“TS& nam nghe Isaac khoc tir [au r6i.”

“N6 khoc a?”
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“Cau khdéng nghe thay gi that a? Tu sau rudi dén gid no
c khoc sudt. Thang bé that dang yéu, nhung minh phai
chdm ddt ngay ki€u khing bd séng sém nay.”

“Nay cac cO!” Me t6i lai goi tUr chan cau thang. “ba co
ai trén dé day chua? Thic hay ngud nira cling dudc, nhung
néi dé€ me biét can lam tan da bao nhiéu banh qué!”

“Thirc hay ngu cling dugc? Thé nay thi sao ma séng noi
ha Lily?” Toi hét qua cla: “Chung con con ngu, me khodng
thdy a? Ngu say nhu chét, vai tiéng nira, khong nghe tré
con khdéc hay me goi gi cal!” Lily cudi pha Ién khi toi lai 1an
ra giudng.

“Binh tinh nao,” c6 ndi véi vé nghiém trang hi€ém thay.
“Dgn gian la moi ngudi vui khi lai thdy cau & nha, va chinh
té cling vui mung khi dudc vé day. Vai tuan thbéi ma, va it
nhat 1a bon minh cé nhau. On ca day cha.”

“Chi vai tuan théi a? Ngay lic nay t§ da du dé di trai
dién roi.” T6i thay chiéc 4o mic & nha cla Alex ma toi van
dung lam d&o ngu. Chiéc quan bo ma t6i mac suét may tuan
qua nam nhau nhi mét déng canh chan tue, dao nay da bo
kha cang quanh vong hong. Sau thdi ky chi s6ng bang cafg,
thudc 14 va xtp &n voi an vang, co thé téi tdn dung co hdi

nay va gd lai nam kild6 ma téi da mat di trong thdi gian lam
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viéc 8 Runway . Va quan trong nhat la toi khong hé thay ay
nay gi hét; theo Lily va b6 me toi thi trong toéi khong béo
phi, ma xinh hadn, va t6i tin ngay la ho néi thuc I1ong.

Lily x6 chén vao cdi quan thé thao va trum mot chiéc
khan sac s& 1én mai toc quan. MG tdc budc hét ra sau dé 16
ra nhitng vét doé trén tran tl vu dung phai tdm kinh chan
gio, nhung bac si da thao chi va cam doan la seo sé rat nho.
“Nao day di,” cd nd va v4§ 18y doéi nang ludn dé gan. “HOm
nay moi ngudi di rdi, mai cé thé minh lai cé dip ng cho da.”

“Pang nao me té cling khdng dé yén cho dén khi minh
xudng nha cd ma.” Toi lau bau va giup Lily ng6i day. Ca nha
t6i da v& hinh day Ién cho thach cao bé quanh mat ca co.

“Dlng thé.”

Chi t6i hién ra trong khung clra, bé thang cu day mdii
dai trén tay. N6 vui mung cat tiéng bap be khi thay ching
téi. “Trong kia, ai day?” Jill nung niu va dé né nhin nhay.
“Isaac, nodi vGi c6 Andy la khong dugc cau nhau nhan nhd
v3i ching minh, vi minh sap phai di roi. Nao, cuc vang, noi
ho me di!”

Isaac khit mii rdt dé thuong, Jill sung sudng nhu nhin

mot than dong vira ngam mot ban x6 né cua Shakespeare.
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“Thay chd, Andy! Ba nghe thay gi chua? Con trai yéu cua
me, cuc vang cua me.”

“Chao!” T6i lam bam va hon Ién ma Jill. “Em khoéng
thich moi ngudi hom nay da phai di roi dau. Va Isaac thi
muodn & day bao lau cling dudc, vdéi diéu kién la phai nghiém
chinh ngu say tor nira dém dén mudi gid sdng. K& ca Kyle,
néu thich thi c & day, nhung phai hda la khéng hé miéng
néi mot cau. Chi thdy bon em cé dé tinh khdng?”

Lily d& tdp ténh xubng thang, t&i chd b6 me tdi dang
chia tay vdi Kyle trudc khi di lam. T6i don giudng cho ca hai.

Lily tinh hon mé tu ldc téi con ngdi trén may bay. Toi la
ngudi th hai gdp cd lUc tinh, sau Alex. O bénh vién ngudi
ta da kham c6 hang triéu lan tu chan Ién dau, nhung ngoai
trir may vét xudc trén mat, cd va nguc va gdy xuong ban
chan thi cd6 khéng bi thuong thém chd nao ca. Tat nhién
trong c6 rat dang sg, nhung cling khéng cé gi la sau cu dua
rd vaéi tir than. Gid nay thi c6 da hoat bat trd lai, tham chi
con qua sinh dong doi véi mot ngudi vua thoat khéi mot
tham hoa.

BO tbi la nguGi néu sang kién dem cho thué can ho cua
chidng téi ca thang Mudi moét dén hét thang Chap va trong
thgi gian d6 ching t6i vé day 6. Toi khong phan khdi lam,
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nhung sau khi xem xét mic thu nhap tut xudéng con so
khong thi khéng con su lua chon nao khac. Ngoai ra, co vé
nhu Lily cling thich quay lung lai mot thagi gian vdéi khung
canh dam ti€u ngoai thanh phs, dgi cho moi séng gi6 qua
di. Chung t6i quang cao trén www.craigslist.org mot “can ho
nghi he” tuyét vai & chinh gilra trung tam New York va thuc
su kinh ngac khi mot d6i vg chong Thuy bién gia dén tham
cac con s6ng & day san sang chdp nhéan gid do chiing t6i dit
ra — cao hon tién nha h&ng thang dén 600 dollar. V&i chd du
nay chung toi séng trén muc thodi mai, nhat la khi b6 me
t6i cung cdp mién phi d6 &n, gidt gil va chiéc Camry mdp
méo. Hai vd chdng Thuy Dién gia & lai dén tudn dau thang
Giéng, luc do Lily vao hoc ky mdi, con téi thi - dgi xem co
chuyén gi méi khong.

Tin dudi viéc chinh thirc do Emily dua dén. Tat nhién la
sau vu ddu khau nho nho no thi khdng c6 gi phai ban cai
thém vé chuyén tiép tuc di lam & do6, song Miranda nhat
dinh con mudén boi thém mot cu nira. Cé nghia la: chua day
ba hay b6n phut sau, cd6 mdy tan nhan Runway v6 cling
hiéu qua da khdi dong.

TOi vira vao dén taxi va rut dugc chan trai ra khéi chiéc

bot tra tan thi nghe chudng dién thoai. TOi bat giac giat thot
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minh, nhung chgt nhd lai cd cham tran vua xay ra. Khong
thé 1a ba &y dudc. Lap tUc toi v& trong dau mdot trinh tu su
viéc: MIranda cdn mot phut d&€ ngdm miéng lai va trén tinh,
khong cho IG nhom ngdé xung quanh biét chuyén gi; moét
phut nira, du dé€ tim ra dién thoai va goi vé nha cho Emily;
phut th ba dé thong bao chi tiét cho cd biét moi chi tiét vé
su kién lich s no; phut cudi cung danh cho cau thé thot
cta Emily 13 c6 s& “tu tay lo liéu cho moi viéc dién ra ddng y
muon”. Chinh thé. Ngay ca khi s6 dién cua ngudi goi tu
nudc ngoai khdng hien ra trén man hinh thi tdi cling chang
may may nghi ngd.

“Xin chao Emily, khoe khdong?” T6i vira véo von hoi vua
xoa bop ban chén tran, cd khdng dé€ cham xuéng nén tham
ban thiu.

RS rang la Emily khéng dugc chuan bi tinh than dé
nghe giong t6i tuci vui nhu vay. “Andrea day a?”

“Vang, téi day, cé chuyén gi mdi khéng? To6i dang
vOi...” T6i c6 nén hdi thang tudt 1a cd phai cd goi dé bdo tin
sa thai t6i? Ma thoéi, [an duy nhat nay cling nén cho c6 co thi
gid 18y hoi, va toi san sang nghe mot bai ca cAm tat yéu xay

ra — tai sao chi cé thé dé tbéi va Runway va céa gidi thdi trang
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phai that vong va bé mat - dai loai nhu vay; song khong
phai thé.

“Wang, a, tat nhién. Toi vua ndi chuyén vdi Miranda
xong...” cd6 bd lirng cau, tua nhu mong mudn t6i sé nodi hét
phan cudi va gidi thich rang tat ca chi la mot s xuat va toi
da han gan xong xubi trong bdn phut vira qua.

“Va chi da nghe ndi chuyén gi xay ra, téi doan vay?”

“A, vdng. Andy, sao lai th&?”

“To6i phai hdi chi mdi dang chu?”

Im lang.

“Emily, chi nghe nhé, t6i khéng loai bo dudc linh cam la
chi goi d€& bdo tin sa thai tdi. Chi lam thé cling dudc thdi, toi
bi€t day khong phai la quyét dinh cua chi. Vay la ba 8y bao
chi bao tin cho t6i?” Mac du Iong thanh than nhu chua tung
c6 trong may thang qua, toi van b4t gidc nin thd; biét dau
s6 phan chai tro nghich nggm va Miranda khong coi thai db
cua to6i la xac xugc, ma lai 1dy lam an tugng.

“Vang, toi cd nhiém vu bao la chi bi sa thai va chi phai
don khdi phong & Ritz trudc khi ba 8y tir chd trinh dién thdi
trang vé.” C6 ndi kh&, cd chit ti€c nudi trong giong. Cé thé

c6 d8 mudgn tugng ra nhitng gid, nhitng ngay va tuan Ié
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sép tdi s& phia bd ra dé€ tim va hudn luyén ngudi k& nhiém
tdi. Nhung nghe cé vé nhu con &n chlra diéu gi sdu xa han.

“Chi s& nhd t6i phai khéng, Emily? Nao thd nhan di, toi
khong k& cho ai ddu ma ngai. C& coi nhu cudc chuyén tro
nay khdng hé dién ra. Chi khdng muén t6i di, ding khdng?”

Lai mot diéu ky diéu nira xay ra: c6 cudi. “Chi ndi gi vdi
ba 8y thé&? Ba &y chi ndi lai 1a chi x su thd thién va thiéu
lich su. T6i khdng thé ggi y cho ba 8y ké rd han.”

“Cé gi dau, chac la toéi da ndi la bién di cho khuat amt
toi.”

“Khéng thé thé& dugc!”
“Thé& chi nghi tai sao ba &y dudi tdi? Chuyén xay ra
dung nhu thé day.”

“Trgi dat ai!”

“Toi sé khong gidu chi rang dé la khoanh khac hoanh
trang nhat trong cudc ddi tham hai cua téi. Nhung bay gid
thi td6i dang trong tinh thé khdén cung la bi ngudi dan ba
quyén luc nhat trong lang xuat ban sa thai. Khéng hy vong
gi 18p lai cho tréng trong tai khoan da kiét qué, va kiém viéc
mdi trong nganh bdo chi chac cling khd. C6 thé tdi dao ngll
sang bén kia chién tuyén chang? Ho sé chao don n6ng nhiét

lam day.”
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“Di nhién. Chi glri don xin viéc dén Ann Wintour xem
sao, ba dy va Miranda von khoéng ua nhau.”

“U, toi s& nghi ky. Emily, gilfa tdi va chi khdng vi thé&
ma co van dé gi chi?” Tata nhien la ca hai ching t6i déu rd
la ngoai Miranda ra tuyét déi khong cé dé tai nao dudgc ca
hai cung quan tam ca, nhung t6i khong mudn bé qua Igi thé
clia khoanh khac nay.

“Khong, sao chi lai nghi thé.” Co6 ndi khach sao - ro
rang cling biét tir nay t6i vinh vién bj tdng khoi thién dudng,
va cO sé bat budc phai I6 tdi di nhu chua quen biét. Doi vdi
toi khong la van dé. Mudi anm nira, khi c6 ngbi & day ghé
dau trong show thdi trang clia Michael Kors con tdi van di
chg va an uéng & nhitng dia chi ré tién, c6 thé ching toi sé
thdéa sic 18y chuyén nay ra lam tro cudi. Cling c6 thé
khong.

“T6i cling mudn tan chuyén vai chi thém it phut, nhung
hién tai dang 1dm chuyén qua. T6i phia vé nha cang sém
cang t6t. Téi van dung vé khd hdi dudc ch(? Ba &y khoéng
thé sa thai toi roi dé€ tdi bd vo & nudc ngoai dugc.”

“Néu ba &y lam vay thi cling dé hiéu, Andrea a.” A,
thém mot ci moc cudi cung nira! K& ra cling thd vi khi biét

la chdng c6 gi thay d6i ca. “Noéi cho clung thi chi d5 bde rai
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ba ay, hay dung han la qua hanh vi cia minh da budc ba ay
phai cho chi thdi viéc. Nhung ba ay khong thu dai thé dau.
Chi cir gui héa dan 1€ phi dat vé vé day, toi sé c6 gang thu
x€p.”

“Cam on Emily, chi rat tét. Chuc chi nhiéu may man.
Chi sé la mé6t bién tap vién thdi trang rat tét day.”

“That ha? Chi nghi thé ha?” Coé hang hai bap ngay vao.
Toi khéng hi€u ndi tai sao c6 ta lai tin vao mét dda mu tjt
vé mot nhu t6i, song giong c6 day cam kich.

“Nhat dinh r6i. T6i khong hé nghi ngd mot giay.”

T6i vira dut chuyén v@i Emily thi Christian goi dén - va
tat nhién da thong td moi chuyén. La that. Anh thich thd bat
toi thuat lai tung chi tiét thd vi va ha hen ma&i moc du moi
th(r trén ddi, nghe ma ngén tan cd. Tdi lanh lung théng béo
la hién nay t6i cd6 mot dong viéc phai lam, toi phai cham duat
cudc goi va s€ goi lai cho anh vao luc thich hagp.

Ong Renaud va ddi quan hau, la qua, chua biét gi vé cu
két ngoan muc cua téi. Ho cang cdn man don da haon khi
nghe ndi la toi cé viéc gia dinh ma phai bay vé ngay, va
chua day nua gid sau da dat dudc vé cho chuyén bay sém
nhat vé New York, gbéi ghém d6 dac cua toi va c&r mot chiéc

Limousin kém ngan lanh dung du thd rugu hdao hang dua ra
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san bay Charles de Gaulle. Tai xé€ c6 vé mudn bat chuyén,
nhung toi chi tra I1Gi nhat girng chiéu 1€ vi con tap trung tan
hudng nhitng phut cubi cung trong su’ nghiép ciia moét trg ly
bi trd luong t6i té nhat nhung dudc uu tién cao nhat. Mot
ngum ngon lanh cudi cung tU ly sam banh dé cao. Mudi mot
thang trdi, b6n mudi tu tudn I&, tinh ra 1a ba nghin tdm
mudi gid lam viéc - d6 la thdi gian ma téi da phai trai qua
dé r6t cudc tinh ngd ra réng s& khdng bao gid trd thanh
hinh anh trong gudng cua Miranda Priestly.

Qua ban hai quan, [an nay khdéng cé 1ai xe nao mac
ddng phuc gid bién ghi tén tdi ma la béd me téi dirng dgi va
sung sudéng gap lai con gai. Chung t6i 6m cham lay nhau,
va sau khi hai phu huynh tiéu xong cu s6c bdi bd dang cua
toi (quan jean bac phéch bd chén cua Dolce & Gabbana,
giay cao goét nhon hodt, s mi trong sudt - o kia, toi da
chonn didng nhu hudng da trong muc “Céc dip khac”, gach
dau dong "Di tUr san bay hoac dén san bay,” do doi tu van
cla Runway gui theo chuyén cong du nay) ho mdi tiét 10 tin
s6t déo nhat: Lily da hoi tinh va nhan biét xung quanh.
Chang tdi di thang dén bénh vién, vira chay qua clra phong
toi da dudc nghe c6 ban mdi thoat khoi can hdn mé yéu 6t

goi tén minh.
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RSi bénh vién, tat nhién Lily con bu dau vdéi toa an;
chang gi thi cd cling dd 1ai xe trong lGc xay sin, phong qua
téc d6 vao dudng ngugc chiéu. CHi may man nhd nhing
ngudi lién quan khdng bi gi anngj ma thdm phéan da cuc ky
rong luong khi tuyén an Lily phai di lao dong cong ich -
khoang mot tram nam gi do. Tién su lai xe say rugu thi tat
nhién bi ghi vao h6 sd. Chlang to6i it khi nhac lai vu nay -
cho dén gid Lily van khong thich thi nhan 13 cd cé van dé vi
qué chén - nhung moét 1an tdi da dén don cd & budi diéu tri
tdp thé tai East Village va dudc nghe k& 1a & do rat hay,
khong nhan manh qua mulc chuyén luan ly, tuy nhién cling
kha “s6t rudt”. Toi ludm cb sdc lem ki€u Emily khi nghe cau
cudi, 1ap tlc Lily néi thém 13 3 d6 ¢ vai chang kha hap dan,
va cling khéng cé hai gi néu cd mdt budi tdi khéng ubng
giot nao. Thé& 1a 6n. B me tdi da thuyét phuc c6 dén ndi
chuyén thang than véi 6ng chd nhiém khoa & trudng
Columbia. Thoat tién c6 chdi ddy ddy, nhung rdi cling nhan
ra dé la mot viéc cé Igi: 6ng ta cho nghi dén hét hoc ky ch(r
khong bat hoc lai va thdng nhat vdi bo phan tai chinh la dau
nam sau cd dudc quay lai nhédn hoc bdng.

Dan dan cudc sbng cua Lily va tinh ban gilra hai ching

toi lai dau vao day, nhung vdi Alex thi khdong. Luc tbi chay

https://thuviensach.vn



ua vao phong bénh cua Lily thi anh ng6i canh giudng. Thu
that 1a lic dé néu b6 me toi khong l1anh vao quan café thi
haon. Sau cau chao hoi gugng gao, tat nhién ti€p dén la toi
vO vap Vvdi Lily, nhung trong nla tiéng dong h6 cho dén luc
Alex mac do khodc va vay tay tam biét moi ngudi, chlng toi
khong trao ddi v8i nhau mot cdu nao ra dau ra dida. Vé dén
nha téi goi dién cho anh, nhung chi nghe dugc may tra IGi
tu dong.. Sau vai lan thir nira thi téi cling gap anh trudc khi
di ngu.

“Chao anh!” T6i c6 ndi that lay long va tu chd nhu cé
thé.

“Em d8y a,” moi au yém cula tdi nhu nudc dé dau vit.

“Anh nay, Lily cling la ban cua anh, em biét, va nhiing
gi anh lam déu la duong nhién, nhung that Idong dung la em
khéng biét lam gi dé€ cdm on anh: anh d3 tim ra em, da
giup b6 me em, da ngbi hang gid bén canh giuGng bénh...”

“Khong co gi. Giup d& ban be trong hoan nan la chuyén
binh thudng thdi. Khéng cé van dé gi dau.” Chuyén binh
thudng, tat nhién, nhung khéng hdn binh thudng d6i vdi
mot ngudi tu cho minh la cai rén cua vi tru va cd nhirng

tiéu chi l1éch lac, va tinh cG dang ndi chuyén vdéi anh!
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“Alex, em xin anh, chiing ta cé thé néi chuyén vdi nhau
mot cach...”

“Khéng. Hién gid khdong cé gi dé ndi cd. C& mdt ndm
nay anh da dgi dip ay, doi khi cau xin dip ay, nhung khong
c6 tin hiéu nao tU phia em. M6t Iuc nao d6 anh da bi mat co
gai Andy ma anh da tirng si mé. Anh cling khong biét chinh
xac chuyén d6 chinh xac xay ra bao gid va nhu thé nao,
nhung nhat dinh la em khoéng con la Andy cua ngay xua,
trudc khi bat tay vao cong viéc nay. Andy clia anh sé khong
bao gid cd y nghi la mot show thdi trang hay cudbc lién hoan
hay bat c& gi do lai quan trong hon ngudi ban dang can
minh, dang thuc su can minh. Tat nhién anh vui ming khi
em da quay vé va nhan ra do6 la hanh déng duy nhat dung,
nhung bdy gid anh can thdi gian da, thdi gian dé suy nghi
xem em va anh, va hai chdng ta, dang ddng & vi tri nao.
Andy, chuyén nay khong phai mdi meé gi véi anh. Chuyén da
kéo dai 1dm rdi - chi c6 minh em la qua ban biu nén khong
nhan ra.”

“Alex, anh chua bao giG cho em moét dip may coén con
nao d& chding minh ngdi vdi nhau, dé em giai thich cho anh
chuyén gi xay ra. Cé thé anh cé ly, va em khdng con la em

ngay xua nira. Em thi khéng tin, va ngay ca khi em c6 thay
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d6i chang nifa thi cling khéng nhét dinh chi thay déi theo
hudng xau di. Anh va em da xa cach nhau dén mulc ay roi
sao?”

Alex la ngudi ban than nhat cua tbéi, han ca Lily, do la
chuyén toi bi€t chac, nhung ciling chi la ngudGi ban than tu
nhiéu thang nay. Nhirng gi anh ndi déu dung, da dén llc toi
nén thd nhan vdi anh diéu do, cho du khéng don gian. Toi
lay hoi that sau.

“Anh ndi dung.”

“Em nghi thé a?”

“Wang. Em da doéi x thuc su ich ky va bat cong vdi
anh.”

“Vay bay gid thi sao?” Nghe giong anh nhu khéng cam
dong, ma chan nan.

“Em cling khoéng bi€t. Minh khéng ndi chuyén véi nhau
nira? Khong gap nhau nra? Em khong ro nhu thé cé tot
khong. Em mudn anh tiép tuc la moét phan cua dgi em, va
chang hé tudng tugng dudc la em sé bién ra khoi cubc dai
anh.”

“Anh cling thé. Nhung anh khong chac chan la minh cé
gilr dugc lau khong. Trudc khi yéu nhau minh khong la ban
bé, bay gid kho tudng tuong chi cé thé lam ban véi nhau
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ma thoi. Nhung ai biét dudc trudc moi su? NEu minh cé
nhiéu thdi gian dé& suy nghi...”

TOi clp may. Bo la t6i hom dau tién sau khi trd vé, toi
da khoc hét nudc mat, khong phai vi Alex ma vi nhiéu
chuyén da bién ddi trong ndm qua. Mot ¢b Lo lem ngd ngac
budc vao vudng quoc Elias Clark, roi 1ao dao ra khoi dé vdi
mot chat kinh nghiém s6ng va nhan thic ra r&ng minh van
la Lo Lem. Nhung trong khoang thgGi gian dé t6i da trai
nghiém nhiéu hon so v8i mot tram céng viéc khdi nghiép
khac. K& ca khi trong ly lich cé dong chit “sa thai” xdu xa, bi
ban trai tU bd va trong tay khoéng cé gi ngoai mét va li (noi
cho cdng bang la bén va li Louis Vuitton) nich day quan &o
hang hiéu - biét dau tat ca déu cé y nghia clua né?

Toi tdt ché dd chudng dién thoai, 16i mdt cubn sd ghi
chép ci tir ngdn kéo dudi cung va bat dau viét.

B6 t6i da tranh vao phong lam viéc, va khi khd nhoc
lan cau thang xubng tang dudi toi chi kip thdy me tbi dang
trén dudng ra nha dé xe.

“Con gai day a, me khong biét la con da thlc r6i. Me
phai di day. Jill bay ldc muGi hai gid, cac con phai nhé khai
hanh s6m. N&u cé chuyén gi thi goi vao di dong cho me. A,

t6i nay con va Lily c6 an & nha khong?”
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“Me dirng hoi con, con vira ra khoi giudng va chua dudc
ngum café nao. Liéu cod dugc phép lui quyét dinh chuyén an
t6i dugc may phut khéng?”

Cau tra I8i nhdm nhang cua tbéi chang cé ich gi vi me
toi da ra khoi cua trudc khi t6i mé moém. Lily, Jill, Kyle va
thdng cu im I18ng ngdi quanh ban bé&p, mdi ngudi cAm may
trnag cua td Times. Gilta ban la mot dia banh qué da iu,
trong hét ca mudn an, canh dd la chai xi r6 loai ré tién vua
|ldy tU tu lanh ra va mot cuc bd clirng nhu da. Thd duy nhat
dudc moi ngudi hudng rng chi cé café ma bd toi, theo ding
truyén thong, sang nao cling mua cung banh hiéu tu hiéu
Donkin Donut V&, vi 6ng nghi ngd (rat cé ly) chat lugng cua
moi th( do tay me téi lam ra. Toi ldy dia khéu mot chiéc
banh qué, chua kip cat nhd ra trén dia gidy thi nd da chay
ra nhao nhoét.

“Ai an cai th nay? HOm nay b6 khong mua banh Donut
a?”

“Cé ch(r, nhung b6 giau trong tu trudc phong lam viéc.”
Kyle lau bau. "B6 khdong muén me nhin thay. Em lay banh ra
di.”

Tiéng chudng dién thoai vang Ién trong khi t6i dang di

tim dado gidu vang. “A 16?” it nhat thi bay gi& toi cling khéng
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néi “van phong Miranda Priestly,” nhung giong cla tdi van
cuc ky chan chudng nhu cd.

“A 16. Cho t6i ndi chuyén vdi Andrea Sachs.”

“To6i day. Toi dang ndi chuyén vdi ai day a?”

“Chao Andrea, t6i la Loretta Andriano cla tap chi Tudi
mudi bay.”

Tim tdi dap rén. Tdi dd ndn 6c ra mot tdc phdm “hu
cau” dai 2000 tu néi vé mot c6 bé mdi I6n, mai hoc hanh 6n
thi dai hoc ma sao nhang ban bé va gia dinh. Chuyén ngé
ngan, ngody ra trong hai tiéng, nhung téi tin Ia da ndi dang
giong khdi hai pha Ian xtc dong.

“Xin chao, chi cé khoe khdong?”

“Cam on chij, t6i khde. Bai viét cia chi dang nam trén
ban tbi, va toi phai nd la khéng t6i. Tat nhién con phai bién
tap lai, va con sura nhiéu trong ngon nglr vi da s6 doc gia
clia chang téi dudi tudi mudi ba, nhung téi mubn ddng né
trong s6 thang Hai.”

“Thét a?” Khong thé tin ndi. Chuyén nay téi d& gui dén
chuc tap chi danh cho tudéi mdi I6n va hai ban gia dan han
cho hai tap chi phu nit, nhung cho dén nay chua nhan dugc

mot cau tra IGi nao.
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“That ma. Chdng toi trd 1.5 dollar cho mdi tir va chi
phai dién vao mdét sd bi€u thué cua chidng tdi. Chi d& cb
kinh nghiém lam cay but tu do day cha?”

“Noi cho dung thi chua, nhung trudc day toi co lam viéc
d Runway .” Toi cung khoéng ro ndi thém cau ay lam gqi,
trong toan bo thdi gian & d6 cong viéc khé khan nhat cua toi
chi 1a gid mao vai ghi chép dé hu doa ngudi khac, nhung co
vé Loretta khong dé y dén su sc hd nay.

“That ha? Sau khi tot nghiép t6i cling lamutg ly thai
trang & Runway. Trong moétnam trdi & do, toi hoc hodi dudc
nhiéu hdn nam nam tiép theo.”

“That su la mét kinh nghiém khéng gi sdnh néi. Mot dip
may I8n cho t6i.”

“Chi lam gi ¢ d6?”

“To6i la trg ly riéng cho Miranda Priestly.”

“THat a? THat toi nghiép cho chi, thé ma toi khong biét
gi ca. A, co phai chi 1a ngudi bi Miranda sa thai & Paris mdi
day khong?”

Lay chda, 1am sao toi lai pham phai 16i 16n nay. M&y
ngay sau khi t6i quay vé, muc xa hoi cua t& TImes dang
mot tin kha dai vé vu bé bdi ay, trich tu “nhirng nguon thao

tin” - chdc la mot trong may bup bé thai trang dirng gan do
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va muc kich hanh vi ky quéi cta ti. Khéng thé [a ngudn
nao khac dudc, vi nhitng cau trich dan rat chinh xac. Va tat
nhién t6i khong phai la ngudi duy nhat doc bai bao nay. Toi
da ngd ngg cho rang su phan khich cua Loretta danh cho
cau chuyén cua minh dét ngo6t tan bién, nhung bay gid
khéng thé Iui budc dugdc nira.

“A, vang. Nhung that ra moi chuyén khong dén ndi toi
té nhu vay. Bai bao da cudng diéu qua dang.”

“T6i lai hy vong la ho khéng cuGng diéu. Phai cé ai do
lam cho mu gia nay mdé mat ra, va néu doé la chi thi toi xin
bai phuc! Ba ta da bi€n mot nam cua téi & Runway thanh
dia nguc, 8y la toi chua lam viéc truc tiép véi ba dy day. A,
bay gid tdi phai dé&n mot cudc tiép khéch budi trua cho nha
bao, nhung cé I€ minh théng nhat moét lich hen [udn di. Chi
sé c6 dip hoan tat cac gidy to can thiét va dang nao tdi cling
muon lam quen vd&i chi. Néu con cac bai viét khac ma chi
thdy phu hgp v@i bao clda chidng téi thi mang dén ludn.”

“Vang, nhat dinh roi.” Chung t6i thGng nhat gap nhau
lUc ba gid chiéu th& Sau téi roi téi dat may, chua hét bang
hoang. Kyle va Jill d& dua thdng bé cho Lily tréng dé di thay
quan do va goéi do dac. T6i dat nd Ién vai va xoa lung qua

lan vai cho dén khi no hét khoc.
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“Cau sé khbéng bao gid doan ra ai vua goi td,” toi vua
véo von vUua cong Isaac chay khap phong. “Mot bién tap
vién cla tap chi Tudi mudi bay, ho mudn té viét bail”

“TU tUr d3 nao! Ho in chuyén ddi cau a?”

“Khoéng, khéng phai chuyén ddi t, ma chuyén ddi cua
Jennifer. Chi ¢ 2000 tur théi, chang c6 gi ghé gdm, nhung it
nhat cling la moét su khai dau.”

“Thdi dudc, dé t3 ké tiép nhé. Mot c6 bé trd nén kiéu
ngao vi da dat dudgc gi d6, lam méch Iong tat ca moi ca
nhan quan trong trong cudc ddi minh. Chuyén Jennifer. RO
roi.” Lily vira nhéch mép cugi vira dao mat.

“Thi da sao? Toan chi tiét vun vat thoi. Quan trong nhat
la ho in truyén nay trong s6 thang Hai, va tra 3.000 dollar
nhuén but. CO kinh khing khong?”

“Chuc mung cadu, Andy. Qua la tin tét lanh, t8 noi
nghiém chinh ddy. Bay gid cau cé thé dung né nhu mot bién
quang cao, dung khong?”

“Chinh xac. Thoi thi khong phai The New Yorker, nhung
budc dau thé la tot. Mot khi té dugc dang nhiéu truyén
lodiny, cé thé tai nhiéu tap chi khca nira, thi tuong lai cling
hkéng dén nodi ndo. Th& Sau t3 s& gdp bién tap vién va phai

dem theo tédt ca nnhitng gi da viét. Chi dy cling chdng hoi t&
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cO biét tiEng Phap khdéng. Lai la gnudi rat ghét Miranda. TS
tin 1a sé cong tac dudc vai chi ay.”

T6i dua bau doan thé tur Texas ra san bay, trén dudng
vé mua hai gdéi an trua to tudng cho minh va Lily d€ méy cai
banh an sang Donut khoéng bi c6 d6c trong da day. Phan con
lai trong ngay cling nhu hai hom tiép theo tb6i chi ng6i bén
ban viét dé c6 gi d6 cho hdm ra méat Loretta, chién si déng

minh mdi cua t6i trén mat tran chong Miranda.
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19

“Cho xin mo6t c6c Cappuccino I8n vdéi vani.” Téi khong
quen mat ngudi dan 6ng di'ng sau quay, ma cling phai dén
nam thang nay téi chua vao hiéu Starbucks & phd 57. lan
cudi cung tdi bung mot khay day ca phé va banh, vat chan
lén c6 do s bi Miranda téng ra dudng, chi vi muén nghi mot
phut 1dy hai. Nhin lai, t6i thay tha bi sa thai vi hét |Ién cau
“bién di cho khuét mat tdi” con sudng gép ngan lan bi dudi
vi nham hai vién dudng mia vdi hai goi dudng hda hoc. két
qua cudi cung thi cling nhu nhau, nhung dién bién thi khéac
han.

Ai ma biét Starbucks thay ddi nhan su xoanh xoach
nhu vay? Trong dam ngudGi ban hang & may ca phé, toi
khong nhan ra lay moét khuén mat duy nhat nao cé vé quen
thudc, khién cho thdgi ky ngay xua toéi lam viéc & day cang
chim sdu vao qud khir. Tdi vudt cho thdng nép quan (cat
dep, nhung khdng phai hang hiéu), kiém tra g&du quan
khong bam bui bam va tuyét tan cua dudng phdo. Tuy biét
rang bi tadt cd nhan vién mot tap chi thdi trang dong long

tay chay, t6i van nghi 1a cudc phong van xin viéc Ian th hai
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trong ddi dién bién vé clng thudn Igi. Th&r nhat vi bay gid
tdi biét rang trong linh vuc nay chang ai quan trong hoda
chuyén quén 4o, th& hai, mét ndm lam viéc trong khi quyén
lodng cua thé gidi thadi trang da ngdm dan vao dau oc toi.

Coc Cappuccino hdi néng qua, nhung rat hgp véi thdi
tiét lanh &m udt nay. Bong téi nhdp nhoang trum xudng
thanh ph6 nhu moét tdm chan tuyét day - binh thudng ra,
do6 1d mot cai cb sinh ra chéing trdm cam & téi. It nhat thi
thang Hai luon la thang sau mudn nhat trong nam, va vao
nhi{rng ngay nhu hém nay nhitng ngudi lac quan nhat ciing
run lap cap chui vao chan, con ké bi quan thi khong cé chut
cd may nao néu khdong uéng mét voc day thudc gay hung
phan. Nhung trong tiém Starbucks chan hoa anh sang va
khong cé ai chen chuc ca; tbi tha ngudi vao mot chiéc ghé
banh vi dai mau xanh |a cay va cé khong nghi dén viéc co ai
dd da tua dau chua goi vao thanh ghé.

Trong ba thang vUa qua, Loretta da thanh ngudGi dd
dau, ho trd va 1a &n nhén cla t6i. Chung téi hiéu nhau ngay
lap tdc khéng can mat nhiéu I0i, va sau lan gap gd dau tién
chi da dang tay che chd téi. Ngay lan dau, khi budc vao van
phong rong rai nhung chat nich sach va cua chi, t6i phai

sirng lai 1ay hdi vi nhin thady chi béo tron. Luc dé toéi da IS

https://thuviensach.vn



m& cb linh cdm sé thady chi 18 mot ngudi dé mén. chi mdi toi
ngodi va doc tiung chir toi viét trong tuan qua: miéu ta khoi
hai cac show thdgi trang, nhan xét cay doc vé cudc ddi trg ly
clla moét ngudi ndi ti€éng va moét cdu chuyén kha 1am ly vé
moi quan hé tan v& sau ba nam vi hai ngudi do hoan canh
bén ngoai ma it khi thay mat nhau. Nhu moét cubn truyén
trnah vay, cuc ky sén. Nhung ddn gian la Loretta va t6i da
tim dugc nhau va cod dip ké hét nhitng con & mong &
Runway cho nhe 16ng (nhitng con &c moéng van dén trong
gidac ngu cua toi. Trong gidc ma mdi day, b6 me tbi bi canh
sat thdi trang 3 Paris ban chét vi t6i mac quan ngan, va
Miranda da xoay s& cach nao dé dé nhén tdi lam con nudi
mot cach hdp phap). Chung tdi nhanh chéng nhén ra rang
su khac biét duy nhat gitra hai ngugi chi la bay nam chénh
tudi.

Nh& sdng kién than tinh cud tdi dem ban téng ban thao
toan bd chd quan &o clia Runway cho mdt tiém d6 ci kiéu
ky & dai 16 Mandison, nay t6i cé moét tai san kha kha trong
tay va co diéu kién ngoi viét véi thu nhap it 6i. Quan trong
nhat la tén t6i bat dau xuat hién. Toi da dgi rat 1au mot
cudc dién thoai cua Emily hay Jocelyn, théng bdo la 1ai xe

dang trén dudng dén chd tdi 18y lai quan do. Nhung sau khi
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khong nhan dugc mot I6i nao, to6i nghi la dudc tu do su
dung chidng. T6i chi cat lai mot chi€éc do dai Diane Von
Furstenberg. Emily da trdt nhirng th& trong ngan kéo ban
vao thung gidy va gui qua buu dién vé cho toi. Trong do toi
tim ra 1& thu cia Anita Alvarez, fan néng nhiét cta Runway
ma téi van mudn gui tdng mot chiéc do dai trong md. Cho
dén gid toi van chua lam dudc, nhung hom nay toi goi chiéc
ao dai in hoa tiét rac réi vao gidy bong md, kém vdi mot doi
giay Manolo va mday dong vdi nét chir cua Miranda - that
buc minh khi ndng khi€u &y van ton tai. It nhat I mot Ian
trong ddi c6 bé ay cling dudc sé hitu va tan hudng mot thdr
d6 dep. Va, con quan trong hon, dudc tin la ngoai thé gidi
bao la kia cé ai dé quan tam dén co.

Ngoai chiéc do dai s dung vao muc dich tu thién, toi
con gilr lai chiéc quan bo Dolce & Gabbana rat sexy, va dua
cho me tdi chiéc tii may chan kiéu cd dién vd&i quai xich
(“Con gai cung, tui dep qua. Con vUua bdo la mac gi ay
nhi?”) Tat ca cac d6 khac nhu ao quay modng tang, quan da,
bt déng dinh va xang dan quai mong tdi déu bién thanh
quy hét. Ba thu ngan goi chu cla hiéu ra, va rot cuéc ho
théng nhat déng clra hiéu méay tiéng dé cé thi gid dnah gia

bo suu tap cua téi. Chi rieng may do Louis Vuitton - hai va
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li, mét tdi xach va mot va li to dé treo 4o dai — d3 dem lai
6.000. Khi hai ba vira khic khich va thi thdm vira ki€m tra
xong xudi cac moén do thi toéi hién ngang cam mot tdm séc
38.000 dollar ra vé. Theo tinh todn cua t6i thi du tién nha,
tham chi ca tién an cho moét nam, va trong nam dé toi cé
quyén tap trung suc luc ma xay dung su nghiép viét lach.
Vua ldc Loretta xuat hién trong cudc doi toi, va tat ca sang
sta han Ién.

T6i da gui cho chi bon bai - mot bai gidi thiéu, hai ban
thao mdi ban 500 tir va mot truyén 2.000 tu. Loretta cd vé
nhu chua thay thé la du, chi hao hirng gay dung cho tbicac
quan hé mdi va tu minh lién hé vd8i cac dong nghiép & bao
khac quan tam dén bai viét tu do. Chinh vi ly do dé ma toi
cd mat & tiém Starbucks vao sang mua dong xam xit hom
nay - trén duong taéi toa nha Elias Clark. Loretta da kién tri
nan ni vg@i toi nhu véi mot con ngua trai tinh va cam doan la
Miranda sé khong lao vao xé xac toi ra khi budc chan vao
tda nha. Tuy vay tdi van chdn rdén trong ngudi. Khdng ngay
dan ra vi s@d nhu ngay xua nira, khi chi mot h6i chudéng dién
thoai v6 hai cling dd lam tim t6i dap thinh thich, song toi

van bdi rdi khi tudng tugng ra — cho du vé cling h&n hitu -
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canh cham mat ba ta. Hodac Emily. Hoac bat ky ai do, tru
James la ngudi van gilr lién lac vdi toi.

Vi ly do nao dé khéng ro, Loretta goi dién cho c6 ban
sinh vién & cung phong ngay xua, hién nay tinh cd dang lam
bién tap vién muc tin tdc d6 thi ¢ bao The Buzz. Loretta noi
vGi cb ta la da phat hién mot cay but day tucng lai — am chi
tdil Chi dat lich hen cho budi phong vdn hém nay, thdm chi
con canh bao cb6 ban la Miranda da téng t6i ra khoi clua, va
c6 ban cudi pha Ién: néu ho khong chiu nhan ngudi nao
tirng bi Miranda sa thai thi co 1€ phai tu tay viét tat ca cac
bai bao.

VGi diing khi tUr c6c Cappuccino, toi cap tap ban thao
dudi nach di dén toa nha Elias Clark, lan nay hoan toan thu
thai, khéng cd tiéng chubng di dong nhao nhac, khéng cé
mot khay day café. TUr bén ngoai, tdi ddo mat kiém tra xem
c6 may bup bé thdi trang hiéu Runway I&n vén & tién sanh
khong, sau doé ti ca ngudi vao clra quay nang nhu chi. Lan
cudi cung tbi vao day thi da cach xa nam thang, nhung moi
th(r vdn y nguyén nhu xua: Ahmed déng sau két tién cula
quay bdo, mot tG ap phich bong 16n thong bao da hdi cudi
tuan cua bao Chic & nha hang lotus. Thay vi trinh dién nhu

mot khach bén ngoai vao, tbéi di theo thoi quen vé phia cura
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xoay. Va nghe moét giong rat quen: “I can’t remember if I
cried when I read about his widowed bride, but something
touch me deep inside, the day, the music died. And we
were singing...” Bai “American Pie”! Eduardo that dang
mén, toi nghi bung. Bai hat chia tay ma to6i da khong hat
ndi. Toi quay lai va nhin thdy Eduardo, van ph8p phap va
muét mé héi nhu moi khi, miéng cuGi nhan nhd. Nhung
khong phai cuGi vdi toi. Trudc khung clra xoay la mot c6 gai
gay nhom, téc den nhanh, mat xanh. C6 mac quan bod, soc
nho rat sanh diéu, ao quay hé bung, trén tay la khay café,
mot tui day bdo va tap chi, ba b6 quan ao treo trén mac va
mo&t bao vai in chir “MP”. Téi vira kip hiéu ra tinh thé thi dién
thoai cla cb6 gai réo chubng. Co6 giat thot ngudi va trong
nhu khap 0a lIén khoc. Nhung mac cho cd hét sic an vao
clra xoay, né van im lim khéng chuyén. C6 thd dai ndo nudt
roi 1én ti€ng: “Bye, bye, Miss American Pie, drove my Chevy
to the levee, but the levee was dry, and good old boy were
drinking whiskey and rye, singing this will be the day thats I
due, this will be the day I die...” T6i quay lai nhin Eduardo,
ong lén mim cudi vé phia t6i va nhay mat. Va trudc khi co
gai xinh dep kip hat hét bai, 6ng nhan nut cho tb6i qua

khung xoay, tua nhu toi thuéc hang VIP trén thé gidi nay.
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CAM ON

bén nguoi da giup téi hoan thanh tac
ph&m

Stacy Creamer, bién tap cuén nay. Néu ban doc khong ua
truyén nay thi do 13 16i cua ba 8y... d3 gach hét nhitng doan
vui nhat.

Charles Salzberg, nha van va nha gido. Ong d& dong vien
toi dung bo cubc. NéEu ban doc khong ua truyén nay thi 6ng
cling c6 mdt phan 16i.

Deborah Schneider, dai dién cao cip. Ba lubn cam doan
la c6 cam tinh vdi t6i thi€u 15% nhung gi tdi lam, tdi ndi, va
nhat la nhirng gi to6i viét ra.

Richard David Story - sép cli cua t6i. TU khi khéng phai
thdy mat 6ng hang ngay trudc chin gid sang, t6i dam ra
mén 6ng ay.

Cam dn Lynne Drew va Jennifer Par, cac bién tap vién an
ban ti€ng Anh.

Cadm on cad nhitng ngudi tuy rdng chang gilp gi ca,
nhung thé thét sé mua rat nhiéu sach néu téi néu tén ho &

day: Dave Baiada, Dan Barasch, Heather Bergida, Lynn
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Bernstein, Dan Braun, Beth Buschmann-Kelly, Helen Koster,
Audrey Diamond, Lydia Fakundyni, Wendy Finerman, Chirs
Fonzone, Kelly Gillespie, Simone Girner, Cathy Gleason, Jon
Goldstein, Eliza Harris, Peter Hedges, Julie Hootkin, Bernie
Kelberg, Alli Kirshner, John Knecht, Anna Weber Kneitel,
Jaime Lewison, Bill McCathy, Dana McMakin, Ricky Miller,
Daryl Nierenberg, Wittey Rachlin, Drew Reed, Edgar
Rosenberg, Brian Seitchick, Jonathan Seichick, Marni
Senofonte, Shalom Shoer, Josh Ufberg, Kyle White va
Richard Willis.

Pbac biét cdAm on Leah Jacobs, Jon Roth, Joan va Abe
Lichtenstein, va gia dinh nha Weisberger gom Shirley va Ed,

Judy, David va Pam, Mike va Michele.

GIAY PHEP

Trong sach nay da dudc phép s dung ca tu cac bai

“MATERIAL GIRL” ciia Peter Brown va Robert Rans

“"WANNABE” cua Emma Bunton, Geri Halliwell, Melanie
Chisholm, Victoria Beckham, Richard Stannard, Matthew
Rowbottom, Melanie Gulza

“I THINK WWE'RE ALONE NOW" cua Richard Cordell

“AMERICAN PIE” cua Don McLean.
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