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Truyén dan gian Nhat Ban ké rang, c6 mot loai yéu quai goi la Kasha, c
& dau c6 nguoi chét thi né cwdi may danh sam bay tGi, thdy da chon thi nay
bat quan tai, chwa chén thi thang tay cwdp xac, dé an, dé béu, dé lam nhitng
viéc gi ma n6 mudn.

Kasha con c6 nghia la co xe Itta, do am binh day, loc coc, loc coc, dwa
cac linh hon dén nguc hinh ma hanh ha.

Kasha, tiéu thuyét trinh tham cua Miyuki Miyabe, két hop ca hai y twdng
nay, ké vé mot thit yéu quai mang dang hinh dan ba, chuyén vun x&i doi
minh trén xac tan cua ké khac. Chi cham cham nhdy vao c6 xe Itta cta thi
hai, ma khong hay minh dang thay thi hai dén noi nguc hinh chiu t6i.

Mot dém tuyét lanh, mot chang trai tré tran tré yéu thwong lam vao tuyét
vong, vi vi hon thé cta anh thinh linh bién mat, dé lai can ho trong trai
hang hac mui xang. C6 sinh thang Chin, véi da phong thay la ngoc bich,
nhing lai khang khang doi mua nhan dinh hén gan ngoc luc bao, vién da
uwng voi thang Nam.

Chang trai dén gap mot canh sat dang nghi dudng bénh, nhd 6ng truy tim
dau vét nguoi vo sap cwdi. Moi budc lan tim, ho lai choang vang vi nhat
dwgc mot mang da phan bung 16 khoi nguwdi ¢o, rung 1a ta trén moi buwdc
chan c6 dé lai, hé 16 chan dién tam toi bén trong.

Khéng d6 dén mdt giot mau tanh, khong ngay ngdy mui cua t¢ thi dang
phan huy, cau chuyén trinh thdm ti mi va lanh lung nay van lam ngudi ta
non nao vi mot thyc té, rang moi con ngwoi co 1é trong thé gidi kim tién
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hién nay, déu c6 thé thitrc day va nhan ra minh da bién mat, hodc soi gwong
ma khong con nhan ra mdt miii minh.

Tiéu thuyét nay da dugc chuyén thé thanh hai phién ban truyén hinh cta
Nhat, vao nam 1994 va 2011 va chuyén thé phién ban dién anh cia Han vao
nam 2012, nhan dé Helpless.

Miyuki Miyabe nha van noi tiéng cta van hoc hién dai Nhat Ban, sang
tac rat nhiéu thé loai khac nhau va dat dugc nhiéu gidi thuéng va thanh
cong thwong mai vé tiéu thuyét huyén bi, lich stt, khoa hoc vién twéng, va
trinh tham.
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Chuong 1

Téu vlra chuyén banh roi ga Ayase thi mwa d6 sap xuéng. Mot tran mua

da. Chang trach dau goi anh dau nhitc su6t ca ngay. Shunsuke Honma ditng
canh ctta toa tau nhin ra bén ngoai. Bé khéi don trong lwong co thé 1én mot
bén chan, anh bam mot tay 1én thanh vin, tay con lai ddt trén chiéc 6 chong
chic dau xudng san.

Vao lic ba gid chiéu, hau nhw bat ¢t chuyén tau nao ra ngoai 6 cling déu
vang vé ca. Con vo sO cho trong, day la néu anh mudn ng6i. Chang c6 may
hanh khach, chi c6 hai c6 bé mac dong phuc cap ba, mot ba noi trg ngoi ga
gat bén chiéc tui xach to dung, va mot thanh nién ng6i hang dau gan
khoang ctia nguwoi lai tau dang 14c v theo giai diéu tit chiéc headphone. ft
ngwoi dén noi c6 thé quan sat ky tirng khuon mat, 1an lwgt tirng ngudi mot.
Chang viéc gi phdi ditng mai thé ca.

RO rang la ng6i xuoéng anh sé thodi mai hon boi phan. Anh da ra khéi nha
tr quang gitra budi sang, dau tién la di vat ly tri liéu, sau d6 ghé qua Cuc.
Anh khong goi taxi ma c di bo hodc chon phuong tién cong cong. Lung co
cam giac nang nhu deo chi.

Céac thanh vién doi diéu tra da ra ngoai theo 1énh, ngoai trtv doi truéng,
nguwoi don anh vGi vé khoa trvong ngu y “Anh dang lam gi & day thé?”.
Dbiéu nay khién anh thay kho chiu, nhat la vi diy mdi 1a lan th hai anh xuat
hién ké tir sau dot nghi 6m cudi nam ngodi. Nhung lam cho anh hai 1ong
dau phdi la phan viéc cta ga ta, phai khong nao? Cong viéc nay khong phai
mot tro choi, ho san sang thay ngwdi néu anh bi danh bat trong mot tinh thé
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bat 1gi. Ho cling dé dang thay d6i moi quy tac va xda so vi tri cia anh. Co
gi ngan can dugc ho chi? Lan dau tién anh cé cdm giac hdi tiéc vi da tir bé.

Long ty ton cta anh bi ton thuwong. D6 1a 1y do khién anh c déng mai
nhw thé. Ké ca khi chang ai ngé ngang. Hoac bédi vi chang ai ngd ngang,
cling chang ai héi han kiéu, “Hinh nhw d6 nay anh vat va lam?”

Honma nhé lai quang thai gian con duwong chirc doi trudng phu trach cac
toi pham vi thanh nién. Ttrng c6 mot tay trom vat, mot ké rat chuyén
nghiép. Néu co ta khong bi mot nguwdi ban ban ding, c6 1€ bon anh sé
chang bao gio tom duwgc. Co ta chon xody nhitng moén do ha gia dac biét chi
& nhitng ctra hang sang trong nhat, nhung khong bao gio dién ching & chon
doéng ngwoi, va cling chang v6i vang ban tong ban thao ching di. Co ta sé
trd vé phong, khoéa trai ctra lai, roi dung thit dam d6 do trudc mot tam
guwong 16n. Quan do, dong ho va cac loai phu kién khéac... Co ta tao dang
nhu mot siéu mau trén tap chi thoi trang. Chi tredc gwong ma thoi, ¢ ngoai
dwong, c6 ta van mac di mac lai nhitng chiéc quan jean da son 16 ca dau
goi.

Chuyén do thye sy dién ra cach day hai muwoi nam roi sao? Co6 1€ co gai
dé bay gio da tré thanh mot ba me, c6 con ngang do tudi co ta thué ay. Liéu
co ta c6 lic nao nhé dén mot tay canh sat non choet ra sitc qué mang bat
chap btc twong im lang ma cd ta dung 1én, nhuwng roi ga ta tham chi chang
no6i dwge mot cau nén hon?

Tran mwa chang c6 vé gi sé tanh ngay cd. Nhitng giot mwa chdy thanh
dong trén ctra so toa tau, dé lai nhung vét nwéc dam ma qua d6 Honma c6
thé nhin thdy ddm nha cao tang nhw chen chiic 16n xon dwdéi nhitng tang
may nang triu. That la la néu con mwa nay bién thanh mdt tran tuyét roi
ngap va phu kin nhitng con phoé lay 10i, c6 1& khung canh sé am ap hon déi
phan. Bay chi suy nghi cia dan Tokyo cac anh ma thdi, Chizuko c6 lan béao
anh nhw thé. Anh khong biét tuyét thue si ra lam sao. Dau vay, bat c lic
nao nhitng con dudng trong thanh phd tré nén trang x6a, Honma chang thé
ngan y nghi dy lai.
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Pén ga Kameari, c6 thém vai hanh khach Ién tau. Lic mot nhém nam
phu n* trung nién dat diu nhau Iwét qua, Honma c6 né sang mot bén trong
khi van tranh don trong lwgng 1én chan trai. Chang nghi ngoi gi, anh budt
rén khé. May c0 hoc tro liéc nhin anh. Chu dy that dang sg...

Tau bang qua séng & Nakagawa, noi nhitng 6ng khéi mau do trang cta
Nha may gidy Mitsubishi dang boc 1én nhitng cot khoi ngun ngut. Ngay ca
cac nha may ciling khoac vé ngoai khac nhau vao cac mua khac nhau hay
trong nhitng tiét troi khac nhau. Tran mwa da dang bién thanh mua tuyeét,
nhw anh mong mudn.

Xuobng tau & Kanamachi la mot cudc vat 16n thue sy. Dang ra ho nén
danh toa riéng cho ngudi khuyét tat thay vi may cai “ghé wu tién” tham hai
d6. Hay dé cira toa déng ma tr tir thoi, dé ngwoi ta khoi phai voi voi vang
vang. Chat vat 1am anh mé&i budc duwge xudng cau thang cia nha ga. Phai
than trong lan tirng buwdc trén 16i di day gian nan ay. Néu anh bat can, chiéc
0 sé trugt ngay trén mat san am wét va anh nga nhao ngay.

Chi mat nam phtt cho mot cudc xe dén khu nha danh cho nguwdi thu nhap
thdp & man Nam cong vién Minamoto, nhung rot cudoc anh ciing phai don
mot chuyén taxi. Khi xe lw6t ngang con kénh, anh dé y thdy mét anh chang
van do mua dong kin mit, cong thém chiéc 4o vét cii nhau, dang ditng giira
khung cénh am u cung dam day dg va dung cu. Hinh anh dé khién anh thay
minh gia c6i han.

Chiéc taxi dirng lai treéc khu nha anh &. Honma don thang may 1én tang
ba. O cudi hanh lang, mdt canh ctta dé ngé va Makoto dang ditng d6. Chéc
han thang bé da phuc san bén ctta s6 va thdy chiéc taxi tro tgi.

“B6 vé mudn thé,” thang bé n6i va nhanh nhéu chia tay ra dén anh.

“B6 6n ma,” Honma trdn an cau. Con trai anh chi méi muoi tudi dau - bé
qua nén anh khéng thé dya ca ngwoi vao n6. Néu Honma trugt chan, ca hai
cha con sé cung bi thwong. Du vay thang bé van lon ton buéc cung bo, tay
dang ra san sang d& 14y néu anh nga.
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Ditng giilt canh ctta mé la Tsuneo Isaka, nguwdi ndu an va don dep cho hai
b6 con. Honma dé budt mét nu cwdi tredc canh don chao nay.

“Chac han cau da mét 1w roi,” Isaka noi. “Luc troi bat dau muwa, t6i lo
lam. Sao cau khéng dung 6?”

“Trén 0 c6 16 thing,” Honma dap, lwa tim 16i vao giita dam giay dép noi
nguong ctra. “Thit do cii xi nay, chi hgp dé lam gdy chong ma théi.”

“0.” Mai téc ctia Isaka dwong da chuyén hét sang mau hoa ram, nhung
déng ngudi anh van ran roi. Anh ta nghiéng nguwdi vé phia Honma, chia vai
ra do 1y anh.

“C6 do méi di mua gay, cai thi dy dung chang dugc may hoi.”

“Vé diém nay thi anh néi ding hoan toan day.”

Mot mui hwong am ap lan toéa khap can ho ba phong nga. Chac Isaka vira
ham nong it rvgu sake ngot. Honma tién vé phong minh dé thay dé6 nhung

khyng lai gitta chirng, mot tay chong 1én twong dé gilt thang bang, ngoai
nhin Makoto qua vai. “C6 ai can bao cao gi khéng nao?”

Mot 10i chao truyén thong ctia gia dinh. Honma tirng hoi Chizuko nhw
thé moi khi anh vira tir bén ngoai vé hodc khi nhin thay c6 sau vai dém tryc
vang nha. Pa ba nam tréi qua ké tr khi c6 qua doi, dé lai minh anh cho vo
v6i Makoto, nhung anh van cat 1én cau hoi dy. C6 ai can bao cao gi khong
nao? Va cau tra 10i luén luén 1a, Khéng déu. Chdng cé gi ddu q.

Nhung hom nay thi khac. “C6 mot viéc day a.”

Honma tic thi danh mat sang Isaka, nhung r6 rang Makoto méi la nguoi
vira cat 1oi.

“Co6 nguwoi goi dién dén a. La chd Jun.”

“Chd Jun. La ai...?”

“B0 biét ma, chu dy lam viéc & ngan hang,” cau bé giai thich.

“0, y con la Jun Kurisaka?” Kurisaka la ding nha ngoai ctia Chizuko.
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“Vang vang. Cai chu vira to vira cao ay a.”

“Ai cha, con nhé k§ phét, chang trai! Vay la con nghe giong ctia cau 4y
va biét ngay ai dang goi sao?”

Makoto lac dau. “Con tra 16i dién thoai mot hoi réi méi nghi ra.”
Isaka bat cuoi.

“Cau ay goi dén lic nao?”

“Chirng mot tiéng roi a.”

“Thé cau ay bao sao?”

“Chu ay néi khong thé noi véi con duwge. Cha ay hdi xem t6i nay bo co
vé khong. Chu ay néi viéc do rat quan trong, nén sé ghé qua day.”

“T6i nay ha?”

‘(Da.”

“B6 khong biét 1a ¢6 chuyén gi. Ai cha, ching ta con biét 1am gi ngoai
chd doi, néu cau dy dén nhw da noi.”

Honma vao phong thay do6 roi tré ra vira ding lic bat gdp Makoto rén
rén bé mot chiéc khay cuing hai coc ruegu sake ngot con téa khéi. Cau bé 1én
tiéng trdc khi ong b kip dat cau héi. “Con di 1én nha Kazzy day a.”

Tot thoi, bd cau nghi thé. Nhung nhitng 10i anh néi ra lai la, “Kazzy
uong rugu sake ngot ha?”

“Cau ay bao la chwa dwoc thir bao gio.”

Kazzy la ban cung 16p v&i Makoto, nha ¢ tang nam. B6 me Kazzy déu di
lam c4, thé nén phan nira ngay cau bé & trén &y m4t minh.

“Pirng di thang mdy. Néu con danh d6 du chi mét chit regu trong dé
thoi thi viéc lau don sé cyc ky mét day nhé.”

“Vang, con biét r6i a,” cau bé dap roi sai budc vé phia ctra.
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Honma kéo ghé ra, khé thé mot hoi dai ma ndy gid anh c6 nén.

Isaka dat mot chi€c coc tredc mat anh. “Cau phai tha 1ong ban than di.”

“Anh phdi néi véi co bac si tri liéu ctia em ay. Quan diém cua c6 ta trai
nguoc hoan toan.”

“Co ay nghiém khac lam a?”

“Noi la cyc ky tan doc thi dang hon.”

“Cha, thé thi ddy han la trdi nghiém dé doi.” Guwong mat tron phiic hau
cta Isaka nd mét nu cwdi phan chiéu trén mat ban bong loang. Vi Isaka
ng6i nha nhat dinh phai sach nhw lau nhw li: Khéng c6 nhitng dau tron noi
coc vira dat xudng, khong mdot vét 6 ca phé. “T6i sé ndu bita tdi cho ba
nguoi,” Isaka noi thém, nhitng ngon tay map map ctia anh 6m quanh mot
chiéc coc.

“Céam on anh.”

“Hai hay ba suat an, ciing chang khac nhau la bao. Nhung cai ga
Kurisaka nay... Jun phai khong nhi? La ho hang dang nha cau day a?”

“MOot nguoi ba con xa. Cau ta la con trai ctia anh ho vg em.”

“Vay sao Makoto goi cau ta la ‘cht’ nhi?”

“Néu ngoi tinh rach roi thi phitc tap lam. Du sao bon em ciling chang phai
ho hang gan.” Vay thi diéu gi c6 thé khién cau ta phdi than chinh dén day
nhi? “Em khong nhé cé gap lai cau ta lan nao trong nhiéu nam nay. Cau ta
khong t6i dy dam tang Chizuko.”

Honma gii* tdim anh ky niém ctia vo trong mét hoc nhé trén bitc twong
phong khach, gan ctra s6, noi anh mdt tri chiéu roi nhiéu nhét trong ngay.
Anh liéc vé huéng dy, va Chizuko nhin lai anh ttr chiéc khung anh mau den.
Anh mét c6 day khé hiéu, dau cd nghiéng vé mot bén.

“Pirng nhin nita,” Isaka ndi, mat cham cham hwéng vé ctra s6. “Troi do
tuyét roi.”
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Chuong 2

Méi gan chin gio, Jun Kurisaka méi dén.

Luc ay, tuyét da pht ngap trén nhitng con dwong va nhitng mai nha dén
ca tac. Sau khi mat troi khuat dang, gié mua thoi cang ltic cang manh, cuén
theo tang tang 16p 16p nhitng miii tén tuyét trang nho xiu dam xuyén qua
bau khong khi lanh 18o. Quang sau gid, Honma da ty nhu rang Jun sé
khong dén. Cau ta khong goi dién bao, nhung dau tién la ban tin thoi sy,
tiép do la to Tin tirc budi toi dwgc dwa t6i, déu canh bao vé tran bao tuyét.
DPén bay gio, khi ban tin thoi tiét twong thuat rang khong chi cac chuyén tau
ctia hang van tdi Yamanote ma toan bo xe Itta ctia Chuo va Sobu ciing déu
bi ngung tré, Honma hoan toan tin chac minh da doan dung.

Jun séng & Funabashi, thudoc khu vic ngoai 6 phia BDéng cua Tokyo.
Honma mdi dén d6 moi mot lan, ti rat nhiéu nam trwdc. Anh khong nhé
noi vi sao minh tgi d6, nhing van muwong twgng dwoc rang sau khi roi khéi
ga tau, anh con phai ng6i xe bus chirng hai ba mwoi phut nita. Thé ddy, gitta
troi dém, vai tinh trang thoi tiét nhw thé nay, that kho long hinh dung canh
ai do ngugc 1én man Bac thanh phd, tiép do6 phai bang qua vinh dé dén
Chiba. Ngay nhitng ngay dep troi, moi lugt di vé ciing mat it nhat mot tiéng
rwdi dong ho, ké ca thoi gian chuyén tau va chd tau. Néu Jun mudn vuot
qua quang duong dé vao mot dém nhw dém nay, nhat dinh phai c6 viéc gi
nghiém trong lam.

biéu nay khién Honma thdy bat an. Cling c6 thé coi nhv mot dw cam.

Honma va Makoto vira an xong thi chuong ctta réo inh 6i. Trong Jun hao
gay hon mitc Honma con nhé. Tat nhién, vao tiét troi dong gi4, ai cling co
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vé co rit lai chit it, nhwng nhitng dwong nét hoc hac trén mat Jun cé 1é
khong chi vi lanh.

Jun da an t6i nén Makoto chi can pha ca phé cho hai ngwdi réi nhanh
chéng di tam. Honma da day thang bé khong dwgc tham gia cac cudc
chuyén tro cta ngudi 16n néu khong dwgc phép; day 1a mot nguyén tac bat
di bat dich. Thém nita, du c6 ding la “chi” hay khong, thang bé cling
khong thuc sy quen biét Jun. Vé khoan nay thi Honma ciing chang hon gi.
Chang trai tré nay cao vong lén tir bao gi¢ vay nhi?

“Gi0 cau bao nhiéu tudi roi?” Honma hoi luon.

“Hai muoi chin a,” Jun dap. “Ciling da bdy nam ro6i. Chau nghi chau da
mat lién lac ké tir khi ¢6 Chizuko gtti tang mén qua mirng tot nghiép, ngay
tredc khi chau bat dau di lam.”

A, ding vay, Chizuko da tirng dau dau vi mén qua ay: Ngudi ta tdng gi
cho mét nguoi sdp vao lam tai mét ngan hang nhi?

“Cau van lam & chi nhanh Kanda a?” Honma héi sau khi dao x4i tri nhé

cua minh. Nhung thudc ngan hang nao nhi? Daiichi? Hay Sanwa?

“Chéau dugce diéu di hau khap cac noi. Kanda, Oshiage, gio la Shibuya.
Nhung trong ndm nay chau lai sap chuyén t&i noi khac.”

“Chac la cong viéc ap luc lam.”

“Chéau khong thé than phién vé né duwgc. Tinh hinh toan gigi tai chinh
bay gio déu thé ca. Chau cling khong ngai chuyén dia diém cong tac. Chau
cam thay da tim dwgc nghé phu hgp. Thé nén chitng dé ciing da lam chau
hai long ro6i.”

Chuyén dia diém c6ng tac, diéu nay dong nghia v6i mot sy khai dau.
Honma gat gu nhu thé theo kip mach chuyén. Pén nwéc nay thi qua tré roi,
khong héi dugc cau ta lam ¢ ngan hang nao nira.

“Nhung ma cha Shunsuke, chu ciing dugc diéu di khap cac khu vuc
ngoai 0 phai khong a?” Khuén mat chang trai bat chgt 16 nét ling ting.
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“Chéu rat tiéc...”
Lai nita r6i, Honma nghi. Thit nghi thirc xa giao do.
“Chau tham chi con chwa gti 10i chia bu6n.”

Chua. Cling da ba nam r6i, nhwng vGi Jun moi chuyén cit nhw vira hom
qua vay. Chang trai c nhin cham cham chiéc ca vat hiéu Dior cta cau ta.
“Chau rat tiéc vé chuyén ctia c6 Chizuko. Va ca viéc chau khong dén dvw
dam tang. Thuc sy chau khong muon bién ho gi ca.”

“Ciling chang hay ho gi lam, tin toi di. T6i wéc sao c6 thé moi moi ngwoi
dén vi mot ly do vui vé hon.”

“ft nhat hay dé chau thip cho c6 mot nén nhang. D6 1a viéc dau tién chau
nén lam.” Jun ay ndy cwa nguoi trén ghé roi budc tdi chd ban tho. Khong
mot 10i nao duwgc phat ra vé chu dé nay nita. Honma khong biét Jun dang
than trong hay chi don gidn la boi r6i; du sao thi anh ciling thay rat cam
kich.

“Nao!” Anh giuc. “C6 chuyén gi quan trong dén do c6 thé 16i cau ra khoi
nha giita tiét troi nhw thé nay? Toi nghi ching ta dé cap cang s6m thi cang
tot.”

Jun lai ngo6i doi dién Honma, mat cdu ta van cup xuéng. P6i moi run run.
Cudi cung, cau ta n6i rat khé, “Phai mat mot thoi gian dai chdu méi di dén
quyét dinh...”

Honma khudy ca phé trong coc ma khéng néi chen vao. Chiéc radio
khong thdm nwdc cia Makoto dang phat ra tiéng nhac lam nén cho khung
canh nay. Thang bé bat dau nghe nhac trong lic tam tr bao gid vay nhi?
Jun van khong néi gi thém, vi vdy Honma lai phai 1én tiéng. “Cau dinh ké
cho toi khong day?”

Jun gat dau, r6i chadm rai nguwdc mat 1én. “Chau ngan ngai vi khong biét
c6 nén duwong dot lam phién cha khong. Chu la tham t 1do lang, thé nén
chéu biét chac chu rat ban. Nhung khi me chau ké rang chu xin thoi viéc...”
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Honma chau may. Néu Jun dén tim mot tham t “lao lang”, mét thanh tra
canh sat c6 thdi gian roi, chac chan chi vi mot trong ba nguyén nhan. “Xem
nao. Cau phai doi dau véi mot tay mafia nao d6. Hay mdt anh ban tang cho
cau mot moén qua la dé trom dwoc. Hodc ai do6 thé chiéc xe cia cau, it 1au
sau cau lai thdy n6 dugc chao ban ¢ khu xe cii véi bién dang ky méi. Co
phai chuyén gi tvong tv vay khong?”

“Khong, khong phdi dau a, hoan toan khong giong thé.”

“Um, vay thi 1a chuyén gi dugc?”

Jun hing hang trong hong. “Chau... tm, chau da dinh hon.”

Vé mat ciu ta nghiém trang khién Honma muon bat cuwoi. “Tuyét qua
con gi!”

“Khong tuyét dau a,” Jun dap 16i. “Vi hon thé cua chau di mat roi, c6 ay
bién mat tam. Chau can chu giup tim ra c6 ay. Cong viéc cta chu la tim
ngwoi phai khong a? Chau dam chac chd lam sé t6t hon nhiéu so vdi viéc
chau cir do dam loanh quanh thé nay. Chu nghi sao a?”

Jun chom ntra than trén ban, doi tay cau ta khoanh lai, &anh mat khan nai.
Honma khéng biét nén néi gi, anh chép chép mat roi nhin ra ngoai ctra so.
Tuyét van roi. “To6i khong biét gi vé toan b6 cau chuyén,” anh ndi, “nén toi
sQ rang...”

Jun lai nhich ngudi téi trede thém chit nita. “Chau sé ké twong tan moi
chuyén.”

Honma gio mot ban tay ra chan. “Dung lai, cau tam dung tai do da. Toi
c6 diéu can lam r6.”

“Vang.” Jun ngoi lai ngay ngan.

“Vi hon thé cta cau da mat tich. Khong 16 dia diém.”

“Vang, ding thé a.”

“Gio cau muon toi tim co ta.”
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“Vang.”

“Puwgc roi, thwong thi nhitng vu toi nhan diéu tra cling chang c6 may
thong tin hon thé. Cau hiéu diéu nay chi?”

Jun dinh néi gi d6, nhung r6i chi ngdm miéng, gat dau.

“Um, vay con vé thoi gian, cau ciing sé& cho tdi biét chit? Khong phai toi
hita hen sé nhan 101, nhung néu chuyén thue sy nghiém trong, chac chan t6i
khong thé ngoanh mat lam ngo duwgc r6i.”

Jun khong gidu néi vé ham hd muon ké ra cau chuyén. “Vang!”

“Pugc r6i, vay thi phién cau mé ngan kéo dang kia va 1ay cho toi thi gi
do6 dé ghi chép!”

Ngay lap titc, cau ta chia ra mot cudén vé ciia Makoto cung mot cay but
bi.

“Um... gid chdu nén bt dau tir dau a?” Jun héi.

“Pé toi hoi cau vai cau nhé! Tén co ta la gi nhi?”

Trong Jun c6 vé b6t cang thang hon. “Shoko Sekine.”

Honma dwa cho Jun cay but dé cau ta viét rd cai tén. “Bao nhiéu tu6i?”

“Nam nay la hai muoi tam.”

“Cong chtrc a?”

“Khong a. C6 ay lam viéc cho mot khach hang ctia chau. Pa tirng lam
viéc thi ding hon, gio c6 ay bién mat r6i con dau.”

“Teén cong ty do la gi?”

“Cong ty Cung tng M4y moéc Thiét bi Imai. Bon ho ban budn cac loai
may dém tién. Gan day thi ho m@ thém dich vu cho thué trang thiét bi tw
dong cho cac van phong. Nhung quy mé céng ty nho lam, chi c¢6 hai nhan
vién ma thoi.”
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“Hai nguoi, ké ca co ta phai khong? Pugc r6i, vay cau quen co ta tir lic
nao?”

Jun suy nghi mét lic. “Um, cach day hai nim, ndim 1990, quang thang
Muoi dy a. Ma khong phai, trwdc ky nghi thang Chin mdéi ding. Ching
chau bat dau hen ho ttr dao do.”

HOm nay la 20 thang Giéng nam 1992, nhw vay ho da yéu nhau dwgc gan
mot nam bon thang. Ciling khong phai qua nhanh khi tinh dén chuyén hon
nhan. Tham chi chirng ay thoi gian c6 thé coi 1a binh thwong.

“Va hai nguoi da dinh hon?”

“Vang, dip Giang sinh nam vira r6i.”

Honma khéng thé khong bat cudi. Sé cé ngwoi goi do la thoi diém dién
hinh. “Cé t6 chirc 1é dinh hon han hoi khong?”

Jun c6 vé khong thodi mai. “Khong a. Bon chau ngam giao wéc vdi nhau
th6i. Nhung chau da tang nhan cho ¢6 ay.”

But trong tay, Honma dwa mat nhin Jun. “Co cau bi cha me phén doi a?”

Jun than trong gat dau.

“Cha me c0 dy hay cha me cau?”

“Cha me chau. Gia dinh Shoko khong con ai ca.”

“0...” Mot viéc bat thuong d6i v6i mot ngwdi chi vira méi hai muoi tdm
tuoi.

“Co0 ay la con mot. B6 qua doi khi c6 ay con hoc tiéu hoc. Bi bénh gi do,

co ay chwa bao gio chiu néi chinh xac can bénh. Me c6 &y méi mat hai nam
trugce.”

“Toi doan cling do bénh.”
“Khong, do tai nan a.”

Bén dudi cai tén “Shoko Sekine”, Honma viét, “Cad bo lan me déu mdt.”
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“Vay la c6 ta song mot minh.”

“Vang. Cach day khéng xa lam, & ngay quan Suginami, trong mot can ho
0 Honancho.”

“Qué goc cua co6 ta thi sao? Cau da bao gio hoi chwa?”

“Cé chtt a. La Utsunomiya, cho ay chi cach Tokyo vai gid tau vé phia
Bac. Nhung nhw chau da noi day, b6 Shoko mat khi c6 ay con nho. Co ay
hau nhw chang cé chiat ky niém dep dé nao vé vung dat ay, bdi vi ca nha
phdi quan quat kiém song, khong nho va gi dwoc ba con ho hang. Co ay
khong bao gid muén quay lai do, tham chi con thang thirng tir choi ké vé
qué quan ctia minh.”

“Nhung con cac moi quan hé ho toc...?”
“Shoko chi c6 mot minh.”

Mot than m6t minh, ngoai trir Jun. Qua cach cau ta goi tén Shoko, cé thé
thdy cau ta chinh la ban dong hanh, ngudi tri am tri ky duy nhét cta co.
“Cau c06 biét gi vé cac cong viéc c6 ta tirng lam khong?”

Trong Jun lai c6 vé khong thodi mai lam. “Sau khi t6t nghiép cdp ba &
Utsunomiya, c6 dy xuong thang Tokyo. P4y la tat ca nhitng gi chau biét...”
ROi cau ta than trong wém 101, “Nhwng ma khi ngwoi ta hen ho véi mét co
gai, chang ai lai di héi nhitng chuyén hoc hanh hay viéc lam ctia c6 ay ca!”

“0, vay sao?” Honma ho hitng. “Nhung néu néi cau khong hé nghi dén
nhitng chuyén do thi la hoan toan doéi trd.” Anh tit tir nhé lai. Anh da nghe
Chizuko ké m6t doi diéu. Ve anh ho cua c6, titc b6 Jun, va gia dinh cta anh
ta: Vi thé xa hoi cda ho, véi nhitng suy nghi mang tinh dinh kién doi vdéi
hoc van va nghé nghiép. Khi Chizuko 1dy Honma, c6 da phai doi dién véi
da cac thé loai phién toai nhw thé. Mot canh sat ay a? Nghé dé chang cé
twong lai dau! Mat khac, b6 ciaa Jun ngay sau khi t6t nghiép tir mot trong
nhitng treong hang dau cd nwdc da vao lam ¢ mot cong ty danh gia, ong ta
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lai ghi diém khi cwdi con gai cua vi khach hang CEO néi bat nhat. Mot tén
khon, nhung rat 16i doi. Chang trach vg han c6 cach nhin twong tw.

Xét cho cung, Jun van la con trai bon ho.

Jun cyup mat khi bi Honma nhin cham cham. Céc ca phé trong tay cau ta
da ngudi ngat. Mot 16p vang déng dac trén bé mat chiéc coc.

“Xin chu hay tin chau, dirng danh dong chau vdi nhitng ngwoi con lai
trong gia dinh.” Cau ta dan manh chiéc coc 1én ban. “Chau chi can mét c6
gai ludn vui twoi va hiéu y chdu. Chuyén hoc van hay cd mé rac rudi twong
ty chang c6 nghia ly gi ca.”

“Chang c6 gi rac rwdi & day cd,” Honma noi.
“Sé la nhu thé néu chid qua coi trong ching!”

Makoto da tat dai. Giong no6i cia Honma vong 1én to mot cach bat
thuong trong can phong khach yén tinh. “Y cau 1a bé me cau khdng nghi co
ta hgp v6i cau.”

“Vang...”

“Cau da bao gid sap xép cho bon ho gap nhau chwa?”
“MGot lan roi a. Mua thu nam ngoai.”

“Va?”

“Chéu doén la dén cac luc lvgng dam phan ctia ngwoi Campuchia cling
con than thién hon bon ho.”

Honma phai bat cuoi.

“Thé nén chau da quyét dinh,” Jun ke tiép, “va cau hon c6 ay. Khong can
t0 chirc 1é cuwdi, chi can don vé chung nha, thé la xong, chau da nghi nhw
vay day.”

Thoi nay day ngudi lam nhu thé.”

“Cau khong sg sép ctia minh coi dé la viéc chang hay hém gi sao?”
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Lan dau tién trong suot budi t6i, Jun mim cwoi, “Kha nang cta chau cling
khong té nén chac sé khong mat viéc vi nhitng chuyén linh tinh nhw thé.”

Qua la thé, c6 thé nhan ra khad nang ctia Jun qua ngoai hinh ctia ciu ta.
Quen v@i viéc nhin nguwdi trong sudt hai mwoi nam troi, nguwdoi ta sé rat
nhay khi tiép xtic véi moi ngudi, cling giong nhw mot dau bép biét chac con
dao c6 sac hay khong ma chang can phai thir cat nhat nao.

Néu Jun dam dudi dén mic nay, chac chan Shoko Sekine phdi xinh dep
lam. Lai thong minh nita. Tré trung, ti li'c hoan toan nhwng van kién quyét
“doi cho sach...” Khong chiu dat vao mdy hép dém nhu nhiéu c6 gai thoi
nay, cho du thé gigi cua cac cau lac bo dém von dwoc coi la thién dwong
béng t6i va cling dong nghia vGi viéc kiém tién dé nhw bdn. Nhat dinh
khong, c6 ta c6 nhitng nguyén tac riéng.

“Cau c6 nghi c6 thé nao co ta khéng mudn dinh dang sau hon nita, bai vi
dau sao bd me cau ciing phan doi ra mat khong? Vay nén co ta chon cach

bé di?” Honma can moi. Anh suyt nita thot ra tw “tir bo”.

Anh tam t6i pha day déi mat Jun. Mét von dugc ménh danh 13 “cita s6
tam hon”. Lic nay mat cau ta nhw dang nhin vao mot gian nha trong khong
mot anh den le 16i.

“Cau c6 chit manh méi nao trwde viéc co ta bién mat khong?”

Ho6i lau Jun chang buon néi nang gi. Makoto choang chiéc khan tam
ngang vai lén nhin vao phong. Honma Itr &nh mat “& yén ngoai d6” vé phia
thang bé. Makoto gat gat dau roi quay nguwoi bién mat & goc nha.

“Chu nghe nay... cau chuyén ching ta dang dé cap chang phai la md& tiéu
thuyét ba xu dau!” Jun noéi day gay gat.

“Han r6i. Cau biét 1y do cu thé chang? Hay c6 ta dé lai 10i nhan cho
cau?”

Jun lac dau, “Coé dy chang dé lai bat ci thit gi cd. Chau chi biét nho xau
chudi cac thong tin lai véi nhau. Du thé nao thi cling chang thé lién mach
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duogc.”

“Vay cau biét nhitng gi r6i?” Nhitng 10i nay cia Honma nghe nhuw tiéng
thé dai hon la mot cau chat van.

Jun bat dau gidi bay, cau chuyén cau ta ké c¢ thé tudon mot mach. “Sau
dip Tét, bon chau - chi hai dita chdu ma thoi - di mua sam. Cong ty danh
cho bon chau mot suat mua nha gié ré, chau va co ay quyét dinh mua ludn,
vi thé hai ching chau cung di sam it d6 noi that, rém ctta va nhitng thit
twong tu.”

“T6i hiéu.”

“Sau khi da mua sam xong xu6i cac moén do dy tinh, ching chau quyét
dinh di xem quan 4o, c6 ay da mua cho minh mét chiéc 4o len. C6 ay dinh
trd bang tién mat, nhwng roi phat hién ra mang thiéu mot it.” Jun ngirng lai
réi nguwdc nhin tran nha. “Cudi cung chau gianh tra tién, viéc ma chau van
muon lam bao 1au nay r6i. Va qua doi ngac nhién, khi biét Shoko khong c6
mot chiéc thé tin dung nao. Dao dy ngan hang chau méi mé dich vu thé tin
dung mot thoi gian ngan, tat nhién van con cho cho mét so tai khoan mdi.
Nhung chau khong muén viéc cong lan 16n chuyén tw, nén chau khéng bao
gio dé cap cach mé thé tin dung véi c6 dy hay véi bat ci ai trong dam ban
be.”

Tuy vay cac sép danh gia cau ta qua so lwgng tai khodn mdi cua khach.
Thé nén chac han cau cé sé treong 16i kéo khach hang.

“Nhéan thé, hom do6 chiing chau da ngoi tro chuyén. Nho chuan bi san, tw
lic ay ching chau c6 thé sam dwgc nhiéu thi. Nhung khong phai Itic nao
hai da cling di cung nhau, va that nguy hiém néu Shoko mang theo nhiéu
tién mat trong ngwoi. Vay la chau bao c6 dy rang, ‘Anh sé sap xép m& mot
tai khoan cho em, dwgc ch¥?’ Hon nita, khi ching chau lay nhau va c6 ay
doi theo ho cta chéau, chiing chau dinh van giit tai khoan ngan hang sap ma
nay dé phuc vu cho cac khoan chi hang ngay. Tat nhién chau van can giir
tai khodn va thé ctia minh dé tién cho cong tac.”
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Phdi chang ngay nay cac cap doi déu suy nghi nhw vay? Theo truyén
thong, nguwdi vg sé nam gilt tai chinh cta ca hai vg chéng. Jun muén tr@
thanh tru cot cia mot gia dinh, nhung cling khong c6 y dinh chi don gian
giao hét tién cho vg.

“Shoko dong y. Nén hom sau chiing chau lai gap nhau, chdu mang theo
t@ khai mau dé c6 ay dién tai cho.” Sau dé cau chuyén to khai cho bo phan
m& thé tin dung cia ngan hang. “Thudng sé mat khodng mot thang. Nhung
chau c6 mot ngwdi quen lam & day... Chu biét day, bo phan thé tin dung cta
cac ngan hang la noi tap trung tap nham cac nhan vién cfi, nhitng nhan vién
van thw ky cuiru gan dén tudi vé huu, nhitng nguwdi khong da trinh dé nhung
da gan bo tir lau nén khong muén sa thai, nhitng ngudi xin rat & mot bo
phan khac vi 1y do nao dé. Trong s6 ho c6 mot ngwdi vao ngan hang cung
dot v6i chau, 1a Tanaka.” Vé mat Jun day tw lw. “Cau ay rat gioi, chi vi bi
xtic pham mot lan ma ra thé. C6 thé vi cau dy qua thng minh. Cau dy thé
hién thai d6 bat man ra mat, cu6i cung tam thoi bi diéu sang b phan thé tin
dung.”

Honma gat khé. “Va cau ta...?”

“... chinh la nguwdi ma chdu da nho xtr ly nhanh don dé nghi mé thé cua
Shoko. Cau 4y nhéan 16i ngay. Thé réi thit Hai tuan treéc chau nhan duoc
mot cudc goi...”

Honma liéc nhin cu6n lich. Thi Hai tuan treéc. Vay la vao ngay 13.

“La Tanaka, cau ay bao, “T¢ rat tiéc, nhung bon té khong thé mé thé cho
Shoko dwgc.” Khong chi thé, vdn dé con nghiém trong hon, ‘Nghe nay,
Kurisaka, c6 1é cau nén diéu tra thém thong tin vé c6 gai nay.””

“Cau ta co noi vi sao khong?”

Jun th@ dai. Cau ta lac lv ngudi trén ghé mot Iic réi méi tra 1oi. “Cai tén
Shoko Sekine nam trong sé den cua tat ca cac td chirc tin dung c6 uy tin, ca
nhitng cong ty tric thudc ngan hang lan cac cong ty tin dung doc lap.”
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Khi ai d6 dung thé ngan hang hodc mua sam bang hinh thic trd gop,
tredc tién mot té6 chirc tin dung c6 uy tin sé thyc hién kiém tra toan hé
thong dé dam béo rang nguwdi d6 khong mac ng trong qua khi, hodc it ra
hién khong c6 khoan ng nao quéa 16n. Honma biét thtra diéu nay, nhung cé
mot chi tiét méi doi v6i anh. “Cau vira nhac dén cac to6 chirc tin dung uy
tin, tiec 1a khong chi c6 mét t6 chirc nhw thé?”

“A khong, c6 kha kha ddy a. Chiing thudc cac ngan hang, cac cong ty tin
dung hodc cong ty tai chinh tieu dung. Tham chi Tokyo va Osaka cling c6
cac td chitc tin dung riéng ré. Tat nhién dit liéu dugc dong bo cd, thé nén rat
dé kiém tra tinh trang tai chinh ctia mot ai d6, ké ca khi ho chi méi dung thé
hay vay tién c6 mot lan.”

“Pay la ly do vi sao cac dit liéu nhu thé dwge dung dé nhan dién ca
nhan.”

“Pung r6i a. Luc bay gio, chau rat soc. Bdi vi Shoko néi rang ¢6 ay chua
tirng s@ hitu chiéc thé tin dung nao. Vay thi lam sao c6 ay lai vao s6 den
duwgc cha?”

“Co6 thé ho nham nguoi thi sao?”

“D6 chinh xac la y nghi dau tién ndy ra trong dau chau. Trén thuc té,
chau da noi dién 1én véi Tanaka, tham chi c6 phan 16 mang nita. Chang
may choc bon chau cdi nhau, réi cdu dy gat 1én, ‘Cho bon t6i khong bao gio
mac phdi nhitng 16i nhu thé!””

Jun thé gap, duong nhu viéc ké lai cau chuyén ciing khién cau ta phai
van hét site luc.

“‘Khong, khong hé,” cau ay bao chau, ‘khoéng c6 chuyén nham lan nao
cd.” Sao chau khéng nghi ra chac cau dy da phai kiém tra lai r6i nhi?”
Tanaka gian dit bao Jun ti di ma hoi Shoko. “Chau van cit khang khang la
nguoi ta nhan nham ngwdi. Y chéu 13, tdt ca nhitng gi ma hiép hai thé tin
dung c6 chi la mdt céi tén, ngay thang nam sinh, nghé nghiép, nhiéu lam la
kem thém dia chi lién lac, phdi khéng nao? Ho khéng nhap dir liéu vé ho
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khau thwong trd. Sé ra sao néu ngudi ta chuyén ché ¢? Hoac la nhdy viéc,
khi do6 noi lam viéc cling sé thay doi. Néu chi con lai mot cai tén kem ngay
thang nam sinh, c6 thé xdy ra trung hgp lam chi.”

Vé diém nay thi chang cé gi can tranh cai. Honma nhg lai mét anh ban
dong nghiép tirng bat ngd nhan dién thoai tr mot cong ty thé tin dung ma
anh ta chwa bao gio nghe dén. Khi anh ta nho ho kiém tra lai, hoa ra cé
nguoi trung tén, va gan nhu trung sé dién thoai, trén thuc té chi khac nhau
ma vung. “To6i dong y vdi cau. Tiép theo thi sao?”

“Chau khong muon nhitng thong tin tam phao nay lot dén tai Shoko, nhat
la khi chi do nham lan ma ra. Vi vay chau goi lai cho Tanaka, xin 16i r6i
nhd cau ta kiém tra lai k§ hon. Nhitng thong tin dé do ai cung cap? Chitng
ctr dau? Néu chau thuyét phuc duwge cau ta tim hiéu lai lan nita, chac chan
cau ta sé phat hién ra ch6 nham lan.”

Honma cau may. “Quy trinh chi don gidn nhw thé th6i sao?”

“Chéc chin roi. Pay 1a...” Jun ngirng lai trong gidy lat. “Um, trén thyc t&
thi khong. Ngwoi duy nhat c6 quyén dé don phan doi viéc tiét 16 thong tin
khong chinh xac chinh la nguwdi dang bi nghi van. Theo 1é thuwong, Shoko sé
phai yéu cau t6 chitc tin dung dé luc lai ho so, ho sé phai trai qua hang loat
‘ctra’ gidy to dé dam béo chinh c6 ay la nguwoi dua ra yéu cau.”

“Nhung cau dang rat voi, thé nén cau bé qua bude do.”

Jun nhun vai. “Chau nghi chéau c6 thé dai dién cho Shoko Ién tiéng phan
do6i. Va vé6i cap bac cua minh, Tanaka dé dang truy cap vao loai dir liéu
nay.” Nhung két qua cudc tim kiém khong giong nhw Jun trong dgi. “Ciing
khong phai nhoc cong cho lam. Tanaka bdo chang cé gi phai nghi ngo vé
két qua d6. Khong hé c6 chuyén nhan nham nguwoi, bdi vi c6 chitng ¢t han
hoi.”

“La gi?”
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Jun tho tay vao tui trong cta 4o khodc, 16i ra mot to fax dwgc gap gon
gang. “Cai nay a, n6 dugc gwi dén trudng phong quan hé khach hang cua
mot td chire tin dung 16n, chau nghi khong can phai n6i tén ra. Tanaka gwri
thong qua trung tam tham van tin dung, sau d6 cau ay chuyén td fax cho
chau.”

Honma md& ra. D6 1a van ban dwgc go trén gidy theo khé chuan, cach
dong don.

MIZOGUCHI & TAKADA

LUAT SU

Sanwa Bldg 8F

Ginza 9-2-6

Phuong Chuo, Tokyo

Ngay 20 thang Nam nam 1987

GUi toi nhitng nguoi co lién quan,

Vidn ban nay dugc soan thdo dua trén su cho phép cua ba Shoko Sekine,

tri tai Toa nha Kinshicho, Cdn ho so6 405, Kotobashi 4-2-2, Phuong
Sumida, Tokyo.

Ba Sekine lan ddu mé thé tin dung vao thdng Chin ndm 1983, vdi muc
dich dung thé dé mua hang va vay ng. Tuy nhién, dén mua hé ndm 1984, do
khinh sudt trong khi dung thé tin dung, cong thém phdn ldi do khong nhdn
thttrc dugc vé khodn tién vay thong thuong, khién cho hdng thdng ba Sekine
phdi tra khodn tién cong don qua Ién. Tiép do, véi no luc ctru chita tinh
trang nay, ngodi cong viéc chinh dang lam, ba Sekine con nhdn thém nhitng
cong viéc ban thoi gian khdc. Nhung khoi lvong céng viéc qud ndng da gay
ton hai cho sttc khée cua ba, dp luc tai chinh cang tdang thém, lam cho ba
gdnh mon ng I6n hon. Ba Sekine bdt dau ttng trudc cdc khodn lvong nhdm
trang trdi chi tiéu hang thdng, dong thoi vay no hang loat doi tuwong, khién
no chong no, gia tdng dan khodn ng qud Ién, hién tai ba Sekine ng tong
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cong ba muoi chi ng véi tbng so6 tién 1én dén muoi triéu yén. Ba Sekine
khong co nguoi bao ldnh. Ba khong con cach nao khac ngoai viéc xin tuyén
b6 phd sdn, vao ngay hém nay, tai Toa dn Tokyo.

Xem xét tat cd nhirng yéu to trén, téi rat ldy lam tiéc khi phdi dé nghi cdc
vi chtl ng cua ba Shoko hgp tdc va tudn thu hodn toan quy trinh tuyén bé
phd sdn nay. Pugc biét mét s6 chii ng dd st dung cdc bién phdp ngoai
phdp ludt nham thu hoi tién da cho vay. Xin duoc canh bdo néu cdc vi qudy
roi theo cdch nay, ba Sekine sé dugc quyén vién dén cdc bién phdp duoc
phdp ludt cho phép chiéu theo B6 Ludt Hinh sw va B¢ Ludt Ddn su.

Kinh thu, Ludt st Goro Mizoguchi

Honma dwa mat nhin Jun.

“Tuyén bo pha san trén toan quoc,” Jun noi.

“Cau da lam gi khi nhin thay la thw nay?”

Jun 1dam bam trong miéng. “Chau da héi Shoko.”

“Vao luc nao?”

“Ngay 15.”

“Luc bdy gio, van c6 kha nang do chi la do nham lan.”

“Chau cting nghi thé. Chau da rat hy vong vao diéu nay.” Jun lac dau.
“Thé nén chau mang hoi c6 ay, rat thang than.”

Honma lai nhin t& thw lan nita. “Pé la ngay ma co6 ta bién mat, phai
khong?”

Jun gat dau.
“Khi cau cho c6 ta xem t0 gidy nay, co ta khong phu nhan ch&?”

“Ban dau co6 ay khong noi gi. Nguwoi c6 dy dot nhién nhgt nhat nhw mot
béng ma.” Gigng Jun trd nén run run, cdu ta noéi tiép rat khé khang. “Chu
hay tim c6 ay gitp chéau, chau chang biét cau citu ai khac nita ca. Néu chau
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nh¢ tham t& diéu tra, b6 me chau cé thé nghe phong thanh duwgc it nhiéu,
béi vi ddu sao chau van dang séng cung ca nha. O co quan thi chau khong
thé c nhan dién thoai mai duwgc.”

Nhung cé vé véi mot ngwoi ho hang, cau chuyén sé khac. Va néu nguoi
ho hang 1a mot tham tr dang nghi viéc thi lai cang tot hon.

“Chau mudn néi ré rang moi thi véi 6 ay. Khi chau cho c6 dy xem la
thw, c6 dy noi c6 rat nhiéu ly do phitc tap dang sau cdu chuyén. Co ay
khong thé giai thich ngay lap titc dwgc co ay can c6 thoi gian. Tat nhién la
chéau déng y, bdi vi chau tin twdng co dy. Thé roi ngay ngay hom sau, co ay
bé di. Co ay khong cé & nha, ciing khong dén van phong.” Jun lac dau véi
moi 10i cdo budc, ct nhw thé cau dang trye tiép néi chuyén vai co ta.

“Khong mot 161 bién ho. Néu c¢6 &y mé& man cai co, cé 1é chau sé thay
cau chuyén nay c6 thyc. Chau mudn dwgc nghe chinh miéng c6 ay ké.
Chau chi can mot vai 101 gidi thich, r6i cad hai sé cung tim ra gidi phap.
Chau khong c6 budc toi co ay, thye su 1a thé, chau chi can mot vai 161 giai
thich, thé thoi. Nhung chau khong thé tw lam viéc ay duwgc. Shoko khong dé
lai dia chi. Con chau hau nhw chang biét ngwdi ban nao cia c6 dy. Chau
khong thé ty di tim c6 ay duwgc. Chu thdy sao a? Chau xin chu day!”

Ké cd khi cdm xtic da tubn trao hét c4, miéng Jun van khong ngitng run
rdy, giong nhiy mot mén do choi van day cot van tiép tuc quay mong mong
sau khi chot van da ngiing.

Honma nhin cdu ta cham cham ma chang né6i nang gi. Hai luéng suy
nghi tach biét dang khudy dong tam tri anh. Mot phan vi to mo, mot thoi
quen nghé nghiép. Ban than hanh dong bién mat ctia Shoko Sekine chang
c6 gi dac biét. Tuy nhién, ngwdi ta it khi nhac dén hién twgng “ca nhan pha
san” di kém vd&i sy bién mat cia mot co gai tré. Ca mot gia dinh c6 thé roi
bo thanh phd ngay gitta dém khuya, nhwng véi mét c6 gai don doc thi sao?
Khong phai chay trén nguwdi tinh, ma la cac cha ng? Duwong nhw khong thé,
anh nghi. Shoko Sekine da nop don tuyén b6 pha san, nhw vay c6 nghia co
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ta da thoat khoi cac khoan ng nan. Hay van c6 nhitng khoan ng con nguyén
nhi, bat chap tinh trang pha san dé?

Trén hét 13, Honma chang mdy may xtic dong trwdc 10i cau xin cta Jun.
Sao cau ta khéng dén dy dam tang ctia Chizuko, tham chi khéng mot lan
gtri dién tin hodc goi mot cudc dién thoai phan wu trong sudt ba nam qua?
Co6 1é cau ta qua ban ron. Thé ma khi c6 chuyén lai chay t&i nhd anh gitp,
bat chap ca tran bao tuyét. Cau ta nghi minh la ai chit?

Vé lang im cta Honma khién Jun chot da, béi khi néi nhitng 16i tiép
theo, giong cau ta da tang thém phan cung kinh. “Chua Shunsuke, chan chu
thé nao réi a? Cha khong phéi van nhiéu stc Iyc khi ding day hay di lai
chi?”

“Khong hé,” anh dap, gan nhw xang giong.
Jun cui dau to vé ngai ngung. “Me chau néi cha bi ban...”
“Um, diing thé.”

Vu tai nan d6 khong dugc dwa lén bao. Chi la mot tay trom vat dot nhap
vao nhitng tiém ca phé dem hay cac ctta hang an nho nho. Nhitng tén trom
kiéu nay thwong phéng dao va trén thyc té€ khong lam ai bi thwong ca.
Nhung tén ké trom hém dy lai mang theo cay sing luc ré tién da dwoc tan
trang, gidu duwdi 4o, han coi do6 la bua may thi diung hon, it ra 1a cho dén khi
hai canh sat vién xuat hién, dudi bat han, va han chia sting vao mot trong
hai ngudi. Han khong dinh ban, vé sau han khai vay, chi so y kéo co. Trén
thye té, han da giat minh khi khau sting nha dan, han khéng c6 y bop co lan
hai. Chang c6 gi giat gan cd. Tham chi Honma, nguwdi nhan vién dan lac
dau tién ¢ dau goi, lac ay cling chang suy nghi mdy (vé sau anh thay nuc
cwoi vi tay trom mang sung ngd ngan dé da ban vién dan th hai tring vao
chinh tay han). Mai vé sau, khi phdi b6 bot bén chan bi ban, anh méi bat
dau ty hoi liéu vét thwong nay c6 anh hwdong suét doi hay khéng. Gid anh
da biét da dé cam thay héi tiéc vé toan bd cau chuyén, nhat la sau khi trai
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nghiém chuong trinh tri liéu khung khiép. Han anh da cuwoi giéu minh ngd
ngan moi khi c6 thé.

Jun can mo6i dwédi. “Chau xin 16i, chau da qua chu trong cau chuyén cua
minh. Chau da khong nght gi...”

Honma van chi cham chid nhin di¥a chau vg, ma chang néi chang rang,
anh cam thdy cang lic cang buc doc. Anh xin nghi lam vi sé chi lam vuéng
chan cac dong nghiép. P4y chang phdi ngam y cda cdu ta la gi? Néu mot
nguoi tham chi con khong ty di ditng cho dang hoang thi han ta khong nén
¢ lai ciing dong doi nita. Honma biét diéu nay, va ro rang nhitng ngudi khac
cling vay. Pay la ly do khién anh cau kinh va gian di trén chuyén tau hoi
chiéu. Anh cdm thay minh v6 dung, ro rang la thé.

“T6i khong biét minh c6 giip dwgce chiat nao khong...” Cudi cung, anh
quyét dinh Ién tiéng.

Jun lap titc chu y dén 10i anh.

“Bay gio thi cau dung nén ky vong qua. Toi khong hira sé nhan vu nay.
Van con qua nhiéu diéu chwa hé 16. Ching ta phai xem xem minh sé doi
madt vG@i chuyeén gi.”

Nét mdt Jun diu lai. “Cam on chu,” cau ta néi. “Chau khong mong gi hon
thé.”
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Chuong 3

Phéi doi dén khi troi quang dang, Honma bdo Jun vay, va phai doi téi khi

tuyét tan hét dé anh c6 thé di b trén dwong. Honma da hy vong viéc tim
kiém Shoko Sekine sé duwgc tri hoan it nhat mot ngay, nhung tuyét ngirng
roi sudt dém do, khi anh thitc day bau trdi sang trong dén la lung. Nhitng
16i di danh cho nguwdoi di b6 da dugc don sach tuyét trang. L&p bé tong am
w6t 14p lanh dwdi anh mat troi. Tuyét cieng trén gac mai gan do da bat dau
tan ra thanh nwéc nhé giot xuodng nén.

Makoto an sang xong, lién quo voi ldy cdp chuan bi budc ra ctra. Bi
duwgc niva dwong, thang bé ngodi nhin qua vai. “B6 oi, hom nay bo dinh ra
ngoai a?”

Honma ngudc 1én khéi to bdo dang doc, dap: “Um...”

“Cht Jun nho bo lam viéc gi dé a?”

“Pung r6i con.”

“May gio bo sé vé nha?”

“B6 cling chwa biét. Con phai xem cong viéc tién trién thé nao da.”

Thang bé ditng doi dién 0 cira sO phia Dong tran ngdp anh nang, nhung
vé nghiém trang trén gwong mat né khong phai do bi chéi. “Moi viéc sé 6n
chi a?”

“B0 hy vong thé.”

“Vay cha Jun, chi &y muodn gi a?”
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Honma nheo mat nhin gi¢ hién thi trén man hinh tivi. “Nay, con sé tré
hoc day.”

Makoto x6c¢ chiéc cdp sach trén luvng. “Bo khong thay & nha nghi ngoi sé
tot hon sao?” Thang bé ndi.

“Nay, bo c6 phai m6t minh dau véi mafia dau nao!”

“Vang vang, roi bo sé lai nga va lam gdy noét chiéc chan lanh con lai, lic
ay bo dirng trong cay gi & con nhé.”

“Con chi can gitt an toan cho chinh con thoi, chang trai bé nhé.”

“Vang a, con cam on bé hang nghin lan vi da nghi nhuv vay. Gio thi 1én
duwong thoi. Gio thi tam biét bo!” Thang bé bo sung mdt 10i tam biét nita.
“Cau cuo6i la dé danh cho lic bo ra khéi nha, bo nhé.”

Honma bat cuoi. “Pugc roi.”

Makoto thé cho ctta sap lai sau lung. Honma ditng day buéc téi bén ctra
s0. Tredc moi toa nha déu c6 tré con tu tap. Mot nhém bay dita, trong do co
con trai anh, xudt hién & ngay tredc bon hoa roi kéo thanh hang dung dang
vé phia ngoi tredng & tit man Nam khu vuc.

Honma quanh quan trong nha mai dén mudi gio dé tranh canh chen chic
vao gio cao diém. Co luc anh chii dau nghién citu ban do, do duong di dé
giam thiéu quang duong di chuyén ctia minh. Anh ciing khong chac minh
nam ro khai niém “ca nhan pha san”, thé nén anh quyét dinh tra nghia cum
tlr nay. Anh khong tim ra né trong cuén tr dién tiéng Nhat thong dung,
cubn sach tham khdo duy nhat ma anh c6 chinh la cuén Almanach cdch
dung tw hién dai xuat ban nam ngodai. Nhuwng nhin nay, muc ttv d6 nhu sau:

CA NHAN PHA SAN: Mot quy trinh phdp ludt trong d6 toan bé tdi sdn
cua mét con ng duoc phdn chia céng bdang cho cdc chu ng trudc toa, két
quad la con no dugc huéng CHUNG THU TU BO, mién trir trdach nhiém
phdp ly. CA NHAN PHA SAN la truong hop cdc con no tu nguyén xin
chitng thuc. Vai ndm tré lgi ddy, con sO cdc truong hop nhw vay da tdng
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lién tuc do s gia tdng ddng ké cua cdc khodn no ndy sinh vi lam dung thé
tin dung va vay ng. Nhitng truong hop phad san cua cdc ca nhdn con duoc
goi la PHA SAN DO TIEU DUNG, dé phdn biét véi su phd sdn cta cdc
cong ty noi chung. Phd sdn gdy ra sw han ché dbi véi khd ndng tai chinh
clia mét cd nhdn, tuy nhién né lai gitip mang lai KHA NANG PHUC HOI
hoan toan, nho tdc dung cua chitng thu ttr bo. Ngoai ra, sy kién pha sdn
khéng can phdi ké khai trong s6 h6 khau hodc cdc van bdn can chirng thuc,
cting khong tuwdc bé quyén bau cir hodc cdc quyén khdc cua mét céng dan.

Nhitng dong cu6i cung khién anh kha bat ngd. Chang hiéu sao anh lai
nghi, du kha mo ho, rang tinh trang pha san, mot khi da dwoc thira nhan thi
sé di theo mot nguwdi sudt cd doi. Néu mot ngwdi nhw Honma, von da rat
quen v&i cac cau chuyén bao mat, con thady ngac nhién nhw vay, khong thi
nhitng nguoi bién soan da khong phai giai thich chi tiét dén thé trong cudn
Almanach cdch dung tir hién dai, phai khong nao?

Theo nhu anh hiéu, viéc che gidu tinh trang pha san trong qua khit hét
sttc don gian. Chi can dirng tiét 1, sé khong ai biét duwgc ca! Néu Shoko
khong bi ép lam thé tin dung, chac chan chang ai phat hién ra chuyén cta
co ta. Co 1é c6 ta twdng sau nam nam da co6 thé thi lai trét lot chang? Liéu
c6 sy nham lan don gian nhw thé?

Honma dat cudn ti dién trd lai gia sach roi siva soan do dé ra ngoai, sau
d6 goi mot chiéc taxi dén ga tau. Anh cam thdy hoi t6i 16i khi mé&i sang
ngay da lam viéc nay, nhung rot cudc lai tw nht: Moi phi tén déu dugc
thanh todn. Jun da tuyét doi thuadn theo cac diéu kién anh dwa ra. Day la
viéc kha hién nhién roi, phai khong nao? Co 1€ anh sé chi hoi qua tay trong
mot vu nhw thé nay, nhung it ra moi quan hé giita anh va cau ta van con tot
dep chéan so vGi v6 van cac moi quan hé khac. Vi thé, anh sé goi taxi lic
can, mién sao anh mang héa don vé la duogc.

bat 6ng nghe xu6ng, anh cham mot diéu thudc réi vay it nwdc vao chiéc
gat tan trudc khi ra khoéi nha. Trén dwong di xuéng, anh da ghé vao nha
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Isaka & tang trét dé gwri chia khoa, sau doé tap ténh bwdc, dau chiéc 6 go nhe
vao 16p tuyét dong trén via he.

V6i mot nguoi cd doi chan lanh 1an, ra khoéi ctva Tay nha ga Shinjuku,
chi can cu6c b6 nam phit la dén noi lam viéc ctia Shoko Sekine. Van
phong nay thudc moét toa nha nam tang cli ky nam canh dwong cao téc
Koshu. Nam trong s6 sau dai kinh hep ctia ctra s6 mat tién toa nha da gan
kin bién tén cac cong ty. Ddi kinh con lai khong c6 bién tén nao, chi c6 mot
tam rém. Chac la tang con trong.

Van phong Cong ty Cung tng May moéc va Thiét bi Imai nam trén tang
hai. D6 1a mot cong ty nho, thu gon moi hoat dong trén tang lau nay, chi
ddo mat mot vong da c6 thé bao quat toan bo. Mot c6 gai mac dong phuc
mau xanh sam ditng day tién lai chao hoi. C6 ta cung lam ciling chi hai
muoi tw tudi. Ngoai hinh xinh xan, khuén mat hoi tron, doi mat to, mdi l1am
cham tan nhang.

Honma ty gidi thiéu: “T6i la ngwoi than cta Jun Kurisaka, cau ta da dinh
hén v6i mot nhan vién & day, c6 Shoko Sekine. T6i mudn dwgc hoi doi diéu
vé co Sekine.”

“A vang, chau hiéu a...” Co gai noi.

“Néu c6 thé thi téi rat mudn duwgc tro chuyén véi ngudi quan ly. Co giup
toi thu xép duwgc khong?”

“Sekine a? Vang, chau biét chi Sekine.” C6 gai dap, giong kha kich
dong.

“Bac Imai, sép ctia bon chau dang ngo6i ¢ quan ca phé bén kia duong.”
“Ong ay dang ban chuyén lam &n a?”

“Ban...? O khong a. Bac Imai chi dang udng ca phé thoi. Bac ay luon
ngoi ¢ do, chau biét vi tri, dé chau di bao véi bac ay.” Co gai ngoai lai khi
sap budc ra khéi cira. “Nhung 18 trong lic chau ra ngoai ma c6 dién thoai
goi dén thi biét lam thé nao bay gio?”
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“Co ctr bao t6i nhitng gi can lam la dugc.”

Co0 gai nghi nggi trong gidy lat. “Chac chang c6 ai goi dén dau,” c6 quyét
dinh. “Chu c& ng6i di a. Cha cdi 4o khoac r6i dat & dau dé la duge.” Roi
nhuw mot canh én nho, c6 lao vt di.

Can phong nhé nay c6 thé coi la hinh mau cta sy ngan nap. Ba chiéc ban
gidy giong hét nhau xép lién ké, trén d6 la mot day cac loai tai liéu cung so6
cai dugc dat thanh hang gon gang. Moi thit dwgc sap theo thit ty nhat dinh,
ggi cho Honma nhé dén nhitng kiot nho ban bao va cac loai banh keo trén
san ga. Gia du van phong bon hg c6 nha xwdéng ¢ dau do di nira, lieu cai
cong ty nho bé nay cé thuc sy thu vé dwgc nhiéu hgp dong? Anh cé thé
hinh dung dugc mitc Iwong ctia Shoko Sekine va cd bé vira roi.

Honma buwdc qua chod ctaa c6 én nhd, dén chiéc ban ngay canh, m& ngan
kéo trén cung. Xép ngay ngan bén trong la cuén s ghi chép thong thuwong,
thuwéc ké, mdy cay but bi, va mot con dau khac san: Sekine. Doi dién véi
ctra sO la mot chiéc ban 16n, ghé di kém c6 gan dém, tir cho do c6 thé quan
sat nhitng ban con lai. Trén mat ban la khay dung tai liéu dang rong va mot
cuon tap chi, bia da bi l1at che mat. Lic lai gan mdi thay tén cudn tap chi la
Finance Net.

“Rat xin 16i da dé anh phai chd,” mot giong tram tram cat lén. Co gai da
trd lai cing vi sép, mot ngwdi dan ong da gia deo kinh mat hai trong, khoac
ao len bén ngoai chiéc so mi trang va no buém & c6. Poi vé len day tho ra
phia dau do6i xang dan mat xa mdi, mau dang thinh hanh. “Anh la nguwoi
than cta co Sekine phai khong?”

“Khong, la ngwoi than chong sap cuwdi cta co ta.”

“Vay sao? Titc 1a cau Kurisaka?” Ong ta tién lai chd x6 pha va chiéc ban
nuwdc canh ctra s6. “Moi anh ng6i!”

Honma tién lai, chiéc chan dau hoi 1é mot chuit.

“Bénh khdp a?” Ong gia héi coc 16c.
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“Khong khong,” Honma dap, hoi giat minh. “La tai nan thoi.”
“0. Vay chiéc 6 thi sa0?”

“Toi khong thoai mai khi phai mua gay.”

“Bac s1 khong cho anh mugn a?”

“Ho cling da dé cap. Nhung t6i khong nhan, vi biét minh sé thay kho
chiu. Dung no t6i sé c6 cam gidc nhuw minh la nguwdi tan phé vay.”

Nguoi quan ly xoa xoa chiéc dau hoi. “Pung 1a thé that.”

Honma dwa tdm danh thiép cia Jun, & mat sau anh da yéu cau cau ta viét
10i nhan ngan gon: “Nguoi mang tdm danh thiép nay, éng Shunsuke
Honma, la ho hang cta t6i, dang gitip t6i diéu tra mét viéc. Toi rat ldy lam
cam kich néu quy 6ng/ba gitup dé 6ng dy.” V&i 16i nhan nhv vay, anh trd
thanh nguwoi “co lién quan”, it ra la v6i nhitng ngwdi biét Jun la chong sap
cwdi cia Shoko Sekine. Jun da nhin anh hoi 1au mdéi lén tiéng, “Cha khong
can dén thit nay dau.” Trong suy nghi cta cdu ta, tat ca nhitng gi cac tham
te tw can lam chinh 1a chia thé cia minh ra, chitng d6 da da moi tin tw
nguwoi khac réi. DAy phai chang la 1y do ma cau ta tim dén véi Honma u?
Nhung Honma da nop tra thé canh sat cua minh khi giti don xin nghi lam,
nhw vay bay gid anh chang cé gidy to gi dam bao ca. Khi da khong con thé
ma c nhon nhon bwdc vao nha ngudi ta roi ti xung la canh sat thi khac
nao ta chudc 1ay phién toai vao ngudi. Tot hon ca la dirng tu bia ra mot tdm
thé gia.

Jun 10 vé that vong khi Honma cho biét vé tinh thé hién tai, nhung it ra
cau ta da khong bo anh dé di tim mot tay tham t tw khac. RO rang ciu ta
muon gilt bi mat chuyén nay véi bo me cung dong nghiép.

Honma ciing 1y danh thi€p ctia minh ra, trén do6 chi cé tén, dia chi cung
s6 dién thoai ctia anh. Ong gia Imai xem lan luwgt tirng tdm danh thiép mot.
Trong lic d6, c6 nang Chim En mang tra dén moi ca hai ngudi.
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“Anh néi anh la ho hang ctia Kurisaka. Chinh xac thi la ho hang kiéu
gi?” Imai hoi. Cé vé 6ng ta mudn lam ro van dé nay trudce tién.

“Cau ta la con cua anh ho vo t6i.”

‘KC).’,

“Cling kha lang nhang. Toi khong biét nén xuwng ho véi cau ta nhw thé
nao ca.”

“La ho hang cach doi, phai khong nhi, Mitchie?” Ong ta néi ngodi qua
vai. Vay ra c6 nang Chim En tén 1a Mitchie.

“Pé chau di tra tir dién xem a,” cO gai thd thé.

“Thém diéu nay nita,” ong ta tiép tuc. “T6i thdy trén danh thiép ctia anh
khong ghi nghé nghiép.”

Honma da lwdng tredce tinh hudng nay. “T6i viét bai cho tap chi. Jun
muon nha t6i vi tim kiém thong tin la cong viéc cha yéu cua t6i.”

“Um, anh biét khong, toi thinh thodng ciing viét bai cho cac tap chi,”
Imai noi.

Honma gat dau. “To Finance Net, ding khong?”

“Vay ra anh biét tap chi dé a?”

Honma cuwoi lay 16. Mot nu cwoi khong han 1a 1oi néi déi. Tap chi
Finance Net khong co6 tiéng tam gi, chac chi nhitng ai c6 bai dang trén dé
m&i doc loai xuat ban pham nay.

“Du sao thi...” Imai nhap mot ngum tra nhat théch roi néi ngay vao trong
tam. “Veé phan c6 Sekine. C6 ta van chwa tr@ lai a?”

B6n ngay triedc Jun da goi tGi bado cho dng biét viéc co6 ta bién mat, Imai
gidi thich nhw vay. Ngay 19 thang Giéng, quang chin gio sang. Pén tam gio
an truwa, Jun ghé qua, hoi xem liéu Imai c6 tinh cd biét 6 ta di dau khong.
“Vao ngay 16, khi co ta khong dén van phong, ching t6i chi doan la Sekine
quyét dinh nghi phép it ngay, chac c6 ta muén kéo dai ky nghi cubi tuan
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thoi. Vi vay, cudc dién thoai ctia cau Kurisaka thue sy khién ching t6i rat

»

soc.
“Trudc do, da bao gio co Sekine nghi ma khong bao truwée chwa?”

“Chi c6 diing mot ban. Co ta sot li bi, khong goi dién bao dwoc. Pung
khong, Mitchie?” Mitchie nghiéng dau thic méic, sép ctia cd bat cudi. “A,
phai r6i, dot d6 c6 con chuwa vao lam ¢ day.”

“Ong Imai, 6ng c6 biét nhiéu vé Jun khéng?” Honma hoéi.

“Han roi. Cau ta lam viéc & ngdn hang ma ching t6i thwong giao dich.
Bai vay khi nghe tin cdu ta va c6 Sekine dinh hon, t6i khong khoi ngac
nhién.”

“Ho c6 cong bd vé viéc dinh hon ¢ day khong?”

“O khong. Chiing t6i di 4n ngoai tiém. Cau thay ddy, Honma, cong ty ctia
ching t6i rat nhoé. Tiéc ctia cong ty chac han sé vé cung buon té néu toi
khong bao cac c6 gai dan ngwoi yéu ctia minh theo. Trong bita tiéc mirng
Tan nién vira r6i, chac thé, hai ngudi bon ho méi thong bao tin vui. Phai
vay khong, Mitchie, dip nam md&i ay?”

“Pung roi bac Imai.” Mitchie néi vong tir ban minh, c6 van dang lat gi&
cuon twr dién.

“Luc do ¢o6 ta cho chung t6i xem nhan dinh hén. Trén c6 dinh mot vién

hong ngoc, toi tin la thé. Ba quy theo thang sinh caa Sekine.”

“La ngoc bich a,” Mitchie chinh lai. Lan dau tién co lén tiéng khang
dinh. “Béac ltic nao ciing lan 16n hét ca, bac Imai. D6 la mét chiéc nhan dinh
ngoc bich. Vién da d6 c6 mau xanh bién.”

“Vay htr?” Imai lai xoa xoa chiéc dau héi cua minh. “Du sao thi t6i doan
la chiéc nhan ciling bién mat cung co ta, c6 phai khong?”

“T6i mdi nghe nhac dén chiéc nhan d6.” Honma da hen Jun t6i nay sé
dén xem qua can hd cua Shoko. Luc d6 anh md&i biét thém vé nhitng vat
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dung thudc vé co ta.

“Um, theo nhv Kurisaka ké, hai ngudi bon ho da cdi nhau vao dém 15.
Pén sang hom sau khi Jun nhan chuéng can ho cta Sekine, khong cé ai ma&
ctra. T6i cing ngay cau ta trd lai tim, Shoko da go6i ghém hét do dac va bién
mat.”

“Pung vay. Toan b cau chuyén khién cau ta choang vang.”

“Nhung néu c6 ta mang chiéc nhan theo, t6i cho rang ¢6 ta da can nhac
viéc trd lai vGi cau ta, hodc c6 thé dé ban lai khi can tién, mot trong hai kha
nang dé. Nhung néu chi la mot tran cai va vat vanh, anh khong nghi 6 ta
sé tr@ vé nha sau vai ngay sao? Néu gio Kurisaka lam to chuyén, cé thé sé
khién c0 ta gdy ra chuyén gi d6 dé hoi han veé sau.”

Cac 6ng gia thuwong dé dang ditng ra bao vé ¢ ta la vay. Khong phai ho
thdy dong cam, chi la ho chwa tirng phdi dau dau cai 16n vdi phai yéu.

“Pdy khong phai la ‘m6t tran cai va vat vanh’.” Honma noéi. “Chuyén
nay thuc su toi té, nhung t6i khong thé tiét 16 sau hon.”

Imai chdi nguwdi vé phia trude. “Nghiém trong lam sao?”

“Pung vay. Chuyeén riéng cta hai nguoi bon ho.”

Co 1¢é ong lao hiéu nén khong héi gang thém nita. “Rat ti€c khi phai nghe
thé, nhung du sao di nita thi t6i nghi minh chang gitp duwgc gi nhiéu.
Khong bo sung dwoc chi tiét nao khac hon 16i ké cua cau Kurisaka. Phai
khong, Mitchie?”

Mitchie gat dau, mat van khong rdi cudn tw dién. “Chau khong nghi tir
dé6 la ho hang cach doi dau, bac Imai.”

Nguoi cha khéng dap, thé nén Honma cling phét 10 ¢o6 ta. Mitchie toi
nghiép!

Imai lo dang hoéi co ta, “Co Sekine vao lam & day tw bao gio nhi?”
Nhung trede khi 6ng ta kip héi lai 1an nita, Honma da chen ngang.
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“Ong vui long cho mugn ban so yéu 1y lich cta c6 Sekine nhé? Phong
khi t6i phai lién lac v&i cac sép cii cia co ta.”

“Pugc thdi,” Imai trd 10i ngay tap lw, nhom nguwoi khéi ghé. Hau nhw
chang mat chut sttc lyc nao, 6ng rat mot to gidy khoi tap ho so duoc lvu &
ngan ban dudi cung. D6 la ban so yéu 1y lich theo diing mau chuan, cé dan
kém tdm anh thé. Dém hém qua, chang hiéu vi ly do gi, Jun khong dem
theo anh cua Shoko.

DPay la lan dau tién Honma thuc sw dwgc nhin mat co ta.
Co ta rat dep.

Thwong nhitng tdm anh thé sé khién ngudi trong anh trong chang khac
nao mot tay t0i pham nhai nhép. Néu trong tdm anh thé den trang ma co ta
van xinh dep nhwong nay thi chdc chdn ngoai doi thyc vé dep ctia Shoko
Sekine khong thé coi 1a binh thwong dwgc. Téc co cat hoi ngan, dau bob,
hinh nhw bon ho van goi thé. Chiéc miii nho gon, d6i may tia cong nhe, c6
ké chi hay khong thi anh chang rd, nam gitta vang tran cao va d6i mat sac
sdo. D6i moi mim lai thanh mot nu cwoi mim.

“MOt c6 gai wa nhin,” Imai ngam nghia. “Bén ngoai con xinh hon thé
nay. Nhat la tr sau khi c0 ta hen ho véi anh chang Jun Kurisaka. Cang ngay
cang dep len, phai khong Mitchie?”

Mitchie xoay xoay nguwoi trén ghé, “Bon chau di mua sam vdi nhau, may
anh chang c& san lai gan chi ay.”

Chang dang ngac nhién lam. “C6 ta cao khong?”
“0, vay la chii chwa tirng gap chi ay a?”
“Chua, Jun gidu gia dinh chuyén da dinh hén.”

“Theo nhw 161 chi Shoko ké lai,” Mitchie néi, “Gia dinh Kurisaka phan
do6i ho dén véi nhau, vi cho rang hoc van caa chi ay khong xitng véi anh
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“Pung thé.” Honma nhin c6 gai. “Viéc d6 cé khién Shoko phién mudn
khong?”

“Tat nhién roi a. C6 mot do chi ay lo lang dén ndi sut can lién tuc. Ké ca
khi anh Kurisaka néi rang mac ké b6 me anh ay, ho sé van lay nhau, r6i anh
ay tang nhan dinh hon, Shoko van 1 rii su6t ca ngay.”

Gat khé dau, Honma quay tré lai vGi ban so yéu ly lich. Sinh nhét cta
Shoko Sekine la ngay 14 thang Chin nam 1964. Co ta chi hoc dén ngang
cap ba, tot nghiép ¢ Utsunomiya. Bén duéi muc “Cong viéc tirng lam”, co6
ta liét ké ba cong ty. Pau tién 1a mot nha cung cap & Tokyo, Cong ty Cung
tng Thiét bi Sanko, gan Shibuya. C6 ta bat dau vao lam & dé tit thang Sau
nam 1983. Gia st c6 ta 1én Tokyo ngay sau dot tot nghiép vao thang Ba, c6
1& c6 ta da mat hai thang dé tim viéc. Shoko nghi lam & d6 vao thang Ba
nam 1985. Tiép do la Ishii & Company, mot cong ty chang c6 may tiéng
tam, canh dé c6 ta viét thém, “Nhdn vién ddnh mdy”. Cong ty nay dat tru
s@ tai Chiyoda, trung tam Tokyo. Co ta vao lam t thang Tw nam 1985 va
nghi viéc vao thang Sau nam 1986. Thit ba 1a Cong ty Ké toan Kiém toan
Ariyoshi ¢ khu vuc Minato, dia diém nay con quen thuéc hon nita. Co ta
dwge nhan vao tir thang Tam nam 1986, lam viéc dén thang Giéng nam
1990. Co déu ghi “Viéc ca nhan” & muc “Ly do nghi lam” & cac cong ty cil.
Ban so yéu ly lich duge dong dau vao ngay 15 thang Tw nam 1990.

“Trwdce khi téi day, c6 ta da lam viéc @ mot cong ty ké toan kiém toan.”

“Co6 vé la thé that,” Imai 1am bam, nghén c6 dé nhin ré hon.

“Ong chwa bao gio hoi 1y do dac biét nao khién c6 ta nghi viéc ¢ d6?”

“Chua tirng... C6 dy noi la da lam viéc qua sttc va bi 6m. T6i tin co ay.”
Honma té vé hoai nghi. “Anh thay day, Honma, cong ty ching t6i rat nho.
Néu ct soi moi cong viéc cii ctia ngwoi ta thi chang ai chiu lam ché ching
t0i cd. Vay nén t6i chi dé mat lvu y, néu thay ai d6 lam tot thi t6i sé chang
dat cau hoi nay no lam gi. Ai ma chang cé it nhiéu qua khit mu6n cat gidu.”
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Ciing phai, nhung déu gi da khién 6ng ta danh gia nham nguwoi nhi? C&
nhin ong ta ma xem, cheo lai mot cong ty nho bé gitta khu vuc kinh doanh
v6 cung soi dong nay. Phai thtra nhan day la mot thanh twu chang nho chut
nao, chinh xac hon ntra la khi so vGi quy mo cta van phong nay. Lanh dao
mot cong ty 16n, Honma tham nghi, ciing giong nhw viéc 1ai m6t chiéc may
bay khong 16 vdi ché d6 1ai tw dong; hau nhu chang cé thi thach thuce sy
nao trwéc moi budc ngodt. Nhung v6i mot cong ty goi gon trong mot can
phong nhu thé nay, ditng dau né ciling giong nhw lai mot chiéc may bay
phan Iyc. Sé chang c6 hé thong dinh vi bang may tinh nao dé ta dya dam.
Néu ngudi phi cong so sdy, ca chiéc may bay sé tan tanh.

“Vay ong tuyén nguoi bang cach nao?”

“Cach thong thuong thoi: Pang quang cao trén bao.”

“Co ta bat dau lam viéc cho ong tir bao gio?”

Imai liéc nhin ban so yéu ly lich. “T6i dé nghi c6 ta dén lam sau phong
van mot ngay. Toi nghi chac khodng ngay 20.”

“Va co gai do lam cac cong viéc van phong thong thuong?”

“Pung thé. Panh may, x ly van ban.”

“Con cac dong nghiép cta c6 ta?” Honma nhin vé phia Mitchie, c0 ta
dap tra bang anh mat lo lang.

Sép Mitchie trd 10i thay. “Lic bdy gid méi chi c6 Sekine ma thoi. Co
Mitchie day mai vao lam dugc sau thang nay. Pung khong nhi?”

Mitchie gat dau, nhe nhom thay ro.

“Con co...”

“Khong. Chi c6 ba ching t6i thoi. D6i ldc cling c6 ngudi tim dén, cé 1é
ghé tham co ta, nhung t6i nghi ho cling chang doan duwgc lic nay c6 ay
dang ¢ dau dau.”

“Ong khong nhd ra mot ai dic biét a?”
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Ong ta 14c dau vé héi tiéc. “Ngoai cau Kurisaka nha anh, t6i tham chi
khong biét liéu c6 ta c6 ngwdi ban than nao hay khong. T6i rat 1ay lam tiéc
vi chang gitp dwgc gi nhiéu hon.”

“T6i hiéu.”

Lan nay Honma quay sang phia Mitchie, c¢6 gai da chuan bi trudc. “Chau
cling khong nghi ra dugc ai cd.” Mitchie noi khong chit ngap nging.

“Co chua tirng nghe Shoko nhac dén tén cta bat ¢t nguwdi ban nao sao?”

Co lac dau “Tén cta anh Kurisaka dwoc nhac di nhac lai vo s6 1an. Thinh
thodng bon chau ghé vao quan tra trén duong vé nha, doi luc lai cung di
mua sam. Hodc 1a...”

“T6i hiéu.”

“Anh c6 nghi dén truong hgp c6 ay vé qué khong?” Imai hai.
“Gia dinh c06 ta khong con ai ca.”

Imai ap 1ong ban tay 1én trdn. “A, ding roi.”

“Dau sao t6i cling dinh tim & d6 xem thé nao.” Honma cam ban so yéu ly
lich 1én. “Néu 6ng khong phién, t6i muon xin mot ban sao t¢ 1y lich nay.”

Imai xua xua tay. “Clt cam lubén cling duwgc. Coi nhu tdi cho cdu
Kurisaka mwon. Anh dén héi cac chu cii caa c6 ay xem.”

Honma néi cdm on ro6i lam theo 16i 6ng ta.

“Hy vong anh sé tim ra c6 ay.”

Khi Honma nhém nguwdi ddy chuan bi di, Mitchie v0i vang di 1dy ao
khoac cta anh va gitip anh mac vao, nhung s chénh 1éch chiéu cao gitra
anh va c6 gai khién cho qua trinh nay tré nén 1dn cdn. Sau vai ctt dong
nguwong nghiu, Honma mim cuwdi, khodc duwgc chiéc 4o 1én ngwoi. Trong lic
ay, Mitchie gitt chiéc 6 ho anh.
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“Chau rat lay lam tié€c vé chuyén buon cta con trai anh ho cta vg chi.”
Mitchie nghiém trang néi. “Nhung chau biét ddy khong phai 1a ho hang
cach doi.”

“Um, néu phat hién ra diéu gi c6 nhd bao cho t6i nhé.” Honma cam thay
phai n6i gi dé dé dap lai.

“Vang,” c6 gai noéi, “Chau biét r6i.”

Shoko Sekine c6 1é khong kiém dwogc nhiéu tién & day, nhung cong ty
nho nho nay ciing khéng t6i, Honma nghi khi budc xuéng cau thang.
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Chuong 4

Chéng can phai goi dién hoi ca ba cong ty dugc liét ké trong ban ly lich
cta Shoko Sekine. Chi can céng ty cudi cung, K€ toan Kiém toan Ariyoshi,

la da. Shoko da lam viéc & d6 bon nam rong. Cé 1€ ¢6 ta con ban lam & do.

Honma budc vao quan ca phé dau tién ma anh gdp. Cé6 mot bot dién
thoai & ngay cira ra vao, nhung anh quyét dinh cho déi chan nghi ngoi vai
ba pht trueée khi goi dién. Trong ltc nhap ca phé, anh doc lai ly lich cta
Shoko mot lan nita. Chir viét tay rat gon ghé, khong hé c6 dau hiéu voi
vang. Cé Ié co gai nay thwong xuyén viét nhat ky va s6 ghi chép cac khoan
chi.

Anh tién lai b6t dién thoai, bam s6 cho tong dai. Khi dién thoai vién cat
tiéng, anh doc tén va dia chi cong ty cho c6 ta. Bon, r6i nam gidy troi qua.

“Khong c6 Cong ty Ké toan Kiém toan Ariyoshi nao & dia chi nay c3,
thwa 6ng.”

Anh khong thé tin dugc. “Khong c6 w? Mot cai tén twong tw chang han?”

“Néu ong san long doi, toi sé tra 101 lan nita.”

Vang trong am thanh nén, anh c6 thé nghe 6 tiéng ban phim may tinh.

“Khong c6 cong ty nao nhu vay ca. Ong c6 chac da dwa dia chi ding
khong?”

Anh nhin lai thém mot 1an nita, hoan toan khong nham cht nao, vi thé
anh cdm on c6 gai dién thoai vién r6i gac may.
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K@ todn, luat su, cong chitng vién - nhitng nghé nay song nho viéc ngudi
ta c6 dé tim ra anh hay khong - mét khi da dat tru s& thi hiém khi c6 treong
hgp chuyén dia diém. Biéu nay giai thich vi sao ho lai rat k§ luvdng khi lya
chon noi toa lac. Tat nhién mét nguwdi tré tudi va giau tham vong sé két hop
véi mot bac trwdng boi, chd dgi thoi diém thich hgp dé tach ra ty hoat
dong. Nhung néu mot cong ty da dang ky hoat dong ma lai bién mat thi
sao?

Co thé Ariyoshi la m6t nhan vién ké toan 16n tudi, gio da nghi huwu.
Khong, gwgm hang, khong phai 6ng 1do Imai n6i Shoko Sekine xin nghi vi
bi 6m do cong viéc qua sitc? Khong thé c6 chuyén mot cong ty khién nhan
vién phdi lam viéc cat lyc lai 1an mat tam mot cach lang 1é nhw thé. Tat
nhién, cting khong biét duwgc c6 ta cé ndi that 1y do xin nghi vGi Imai hay
khong.

Cé 1€ anh sé lai phéi lwon 16 vai vong, thu thap them it tin titc tir nhitng
van phong khac trong khu vuc. That la nhoc! Chi riéeng chuyén do ciing
phai mat han mot ngay khéng chirng.

Honma nhéc dién thoai thém mot lan nita. Ishii & Company. Shoko md&i
lam viéc ¢ d6 mot vai nam trede. Vay néen hoi thém mot chut cling dang.

“Chung t6i khong c6 thong tin vé cong ty nao nhw vay & dia chi do,” mot
giong nit khac tra 1oi.

Honma dinh hoi xem cé c6ng ty nao c6 tén gan giong thé khéng, nhung
khi suy nghi lai, anh kim dwoc, chi hang hong.

“A'16?” bién thoai vién goi.

“Néu dugc thi vui long tra gidp t6i mot thong tin nita.” Cong ty Cung
tng Thiét bi Sanko. “T6i khong biét cho cac c6 c6 thong tin vé cong ty nay
hay khong?” Tién thé thoi ma.

“Khong c6 thwa ong.” Dién thoai vién tra 10i giong chac nich.
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Coc ca phé cia Honma chi con hoi am am khi anh ng6i xuéng doc lai
ban 1y lich 1an nita, anh cé cdm giac minh that ngéc. Ma 6ng gia Imai do lai
tin twédng ngwdi mot cach qua dang nita chi! Ong ta nhan Shoko vao lam
ngay lap tttc ma chang buén goi dién cho cac sép cii cia co ta dé chitng
thue thong tin. Nhung chac han ngay tir dau c6 ta da tinh dén truong hop
dé6 roi, néu khong c6 ta da khong mat cong xda dau vét nhw vay, hodc it ra
ct dung dai tén mot cong ty nao d6. Khéng ding, van dé chit tin déi véi co
ta khong quan trong lam. Co ta chi can bia ra tén vai nguwoi gigi thiéu, sau
dé rai ly lich khap noi, tap trung vao cac cong ty nhé, tranh cac hang 1én vi
tai do nguwoi quan ly thuong sam soi kha ky lwong. Nguy co bi lat tay
khong phai 1a khong c6. Nhung c6 ta san sang don nhan. Moi viéc roi cling
sé bi phoi bay, chi la van dé sém hay mudn ma thoi.

Tat nhién trong ban 1y lich c6 ta phai khai gian dé che giau tinh trang pha
san tredc day. Tuy nhién, trd lai thoi diém thang Nam nam 1987, khi luat
st ctia Shoko céng bo nhitng 14 thw kia, chac chan 6 ta van dang lam viéc
¢ dau dé.

Chac chan phai cé va cudc dién khan va vai 16i nhan twr lién doan thé tin
dung va cac cong ty cho vay ng nham dén c6 ta, tham chi con c6 mot hay
hai cudc viéng tham tryc tiép nita. Khong thé coi day la chuoi hoat dong dé
chiu doi véi cong ty co ta. Honma titng nghe chuyén vé nhitng ngudi cho
vay tu do nay, cach hanh xtt ctua lvwc lvgng doi ng thué ctia bon ho khong
thé coi la tir t€ dugc. Tham chi tir sau thang Muwdi mot nam 1983, khi Diéu
1é cho vay ng thudc Luat kinh doanh nghiém cam st dung hanh vi bao luc
hay de doa cong khai, bon ho lai dung cac chiéu bai khac. Ho ac y gui
thang ban fax dén noi lam viéc cta con ng. “Khan cap: Lién hé Cong ty tin
dung Ichiban cang s6m cang t6t.” Nguwdi nhan c6 thé lam gi day?

C6 1é Shoko khong bao gio liét ké cho lam thiye s ctia ¢6 ta vao ban ly
lich.

Chi mét cudc dién thoai, c6 thé tat ca sé chdm hét. Co Sekine dy a.
Chung t6i khong hai 1ong 1am vé tinh trang tin dung cta co ta...
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Cho nay néng qua, Honma nghi, anh van mdc ao khoac ngoai. Mai lan
mac hay c@i 4o khoac déi vaéi anh kha bat tién, vi vay anh khong cdi né ra.
Anh nhap mét ngum nwéc loc r6i ngam nghi vé doi tw Shoko. Cé troi méi
biét dwoc diéu gi da khién co ta pha san. Anh khéng muon dwa ra phan
doan suong, nhu cach cac nha tuyén dung thuwong danh gia cac ng vién.
Du vay, anh khong ngan dugc cam giac rang khong c6 c6 ta, doi Jun sé kha
hon. Tin hay khong thi tuy, co ta la ngwdi kha ti mi. Chac han phai trdi qua
diéu gi ghé gém, co ta mGi nhoc cong bia ra mdy cai tén cong ty cung hang
loat dia chi do.

Dbiéu nay khién anh nghi nggi hoi lau. Du lam bat c@ nghé gi trudc khi
dén Cong ty Cung ttng Mdy moéc va Thiét bi Imai, c6 ta van phai dang ky
tai S& Lao dong. S& Lao dong da so hoéa tat ca cac hoat dong cua ho trong
hon mudi nam vira qua. Piéu d6 c6 nghia ho cap nhat thong tin cua tirng
nguwoi lao dong dudi mot ma twong ¢ng. Du thay doi cong viéc hay nghi
hury, tat ca déu dugce ghi chép lai. Chi can dang ky, ho sé cap thé cho. Chac
chan Shoko Sekine c6 mot tam thé nhuv thé. Khi Shoko dén lam viéc tai
Cong ty Cung tng May moc va Thiét bi Imai, c6 ta da khong trinh tdm thé
cho Imai xem. Vay thi 6ng ta, nhiéu kha nang hon la tw ban than Shoko, sé
dén ban H6 so mdi tai van phong S& Lao dong Shinjuku.

Honma nhém ngudi ditng day lan nita, anh tién vé bot dién thoai, va lai
quay sb. Mitchie nhan dién. Honma néi so qua tinh hinh, khién c6 gai lai
dwgc dip hoi lién hoi. Co thi thao trao d6i nhanh vGi sép ctia minh roi
truyén dat lai. “A 16! Chau da tim dwgc don dang ky cta chi ay.”

“Gl ca?”

“DPon dang ky & S& Lao dong.” Mitchie doc ro rang. “Ba Shoko Sekine.
Ngay cap: 20 thang Tw nam 1990.” Ban so yéu ly lich co ta ndp cho Imai
dugc dong dau ngay 15 thang Tw cung nam d6. “Chi dy bao day la lan dau
tien dang ky.”

“That sao? Co ta chuwa bao gio dang ky tredc d6?”
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“Chi ay ndéi nhw vay ddy a. Khi chau dugce nhan vao lam, chau khong
biét gidi quyét ra sao v6i dam gidy t0, chau s¢g nhan vién S& Lao dong sé
gay kho khan véi minh, vi vay chau nai chi Shoko di cung. Lic dy chi dy
bdo rang chinh chi ay cling méi lam lan dau.”

Puong day lao xao trong chdc lat, dén lwgt Imai cam may. “Moi viéc
ding nhw Mitchie néi. Nhung sao lai c6 chuyén c6 ta bia ra so yéu ly lich
duwogc nhi?”

“Vang, t0i thay chuyén nay kha la ky cuc.”

“Um, vé viéc diang ky & S& Lao dong, theo nhw nhitng gi c6 ta ké véi toi,
v6i cac cong viéc cii co ta thwong xuyén lam ban thoi gian nén van chwa
dang ky.”

“Vay sao? Co ta c6 néi vi sao khong di lam toan thoi gian khong ong?”

Lai m6t cudc trao dbi ngan gon ¢ dwong day bén kia, cudi cung la 1oi
dap, “Lam viéc ban thoi gian thi mc lwong kha hon, t6i nghi c6 ta da noéi
thé.”

“Twr day c6 thé suy ra co ta lam viéc ¢ cac hop dém.”

“Hurm, t6i khong ro,” Imai dap. “Hién gio thi chwa thé v6i va két luan
nhw vay dugc. Dau sao & Sekine ciing khong toat ra dang vé cua ‘budm

y»

dem.

Theo nhw nhitng gi Honma dwgc biét, ngay nay nguoi ta khong biét dwa
ra két luan nhu thé nao nita. Gio' day & khap noi noi, nhitng nit sinh trung
hoc binh thuwdng ciing c6 thé 1a gai lang choi. Thém vao dé, vé dep cta
Shoko Sekine khong hé tam thuwong. Co ta chang nhoc cong gi cling da lam
cho mot anh chang nhuw Jun chét d dir. Néu chuyén sang moi chai khach
sOp & mot cau lac b6 dém danh tiéng, co ta sé thu dugc hang dong tién. Co
thé diéu nay ly giai vi sao c6 ta khong can khoan trg cap that nghiép... Tuy
nhién, co ta lai bi pha san.
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Honma tién lai ban cua minh, lai ng6i xudng, phét 10 anh mat cia co6
nhan vién phuc vu. Nam nam? Duw da thoi gian dé khién cudc s6ng ciia mot
ngwoi thay doi hoan toan. Theo nhw 10 ké ctia Jun vé cong viéc cua Shoko
¢ Cong ty Cung (tng May moc va Thiét bi Imai, c6 ta da cé budc ngodt tich
cuc.

Anh vira thé dai vira 1ay may dong bac 1é trong tii, van vo nghi tiép theo
sé di dau.

Cudc song cta Shoko Sekine bién chuyén nhuw thé nao khi luat sw cia co
ta gii nhitng 14 thw kia dén cac chi ng? Chang duong xem chirng rat dai,
nhung tiv diém moc do, thoi gian troi ¢ vé nhanh hon nhiéu. Qua khit ma
co ta co che giau ro rang chinh la thoi diém ma c6 ta cdm thay bi ton
thirong nang né nhat, chi can bé qua nd, moi thit sé tré vé cho von di cia
ching. Co6 géai ma Jun hen ho la mot hinh mau do c6 ta xay dung nén, mot
tro do thuat tai tinh.

Jun vira sinh nghi la Shoko 1an mat tam. Nhu thé ngay tir dau c6 ta da
chuan bj tinh thé chay tron. Honma dam chac Shoko phai dwgc ai do gitp
do. Nhitng ngwoi quen biét Shoko trudc khi ¢6 ta bién mat gio hau nhw
chang thé gitup dugc gi cho anh. Hé qua khi bj triéu ra trwdc anh sang, co
ta lién vitt bo hét thady va tron chay, cho du dinh di dau chang nita, c6 ta
cling sé khong dirng chan dé gidi bay véi mot ngudi khong biét bi mat 16n
nhat doi c6 ta, cang khong muon nhan 16i chi trich ti nhitng ngwoi biét viéc
ctia minh. Thyc t€ nay da thu hep nhitng ngudi cé thé dong 16a cung c6b ta.

Honma cling khong cé nhiéu sv liya chon. T6t hon hét 1a hen gap vi luat
s d6, ong Mizoguchi, nguwdi dugce thué thue hién quy trinh cong boé pha
san ctia cd ta. Van phong cua 6ng ta @ tit Ginza. Chuyén tau cua hang
Marunouchi sé thang dén d6 ma khong can chuyén tau.
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Chuong 5

Ré’t nhiéu 1y do phitc tap dang sau cau chuyén... Khéng thé giai thich
ngay lap titc dugc... Can c6 thoi gian... Nhitng 10i ditt quang Shoko néi vai
Jun vong lai. Honma ditng trén hanh lang lau tam ctia mot toa cao 6¢ khiém
ton cach khu vuc trung tdm Ginza hai 16 dat, ngay bén ngoai mdt van
phong ndm & vi tri géc. Canh cia & giita c6 khic dong VAN PHONG
LUAT SU MIZOGUCHI & TAKADA, chit in dam.

Khé c6 thé quan sat ndi that can phong qua 16p kinh m&. Sé chang ai dat
chan téi day néu nhw ho khong gap phai mot van dé twong doi nghiém
trong, Honma nghi. C6 1€ 16p ctra kinh nay mang ngam y khong ngan cam
ai budc vao ca.

Canh ctra bat mé& ngay sau tiéng go dau tién. “Xin vui long chd mot
chit,” mot chang trai hon hén 1én tiéng trong lic lao t6i bén chiéc dién
thoai. Mot day bon chiéc ban ké 16n x6n ngay sat ctta ra vao. Trén ta chiéc
dong ho dién tir hién s6 3:27, sau d6 nhdy thanh 3:28.

Noi nay ding la mét van phong. Khéng c6 vé run ray lo lang cua
Mitchie hay diéu bo lam dang cta 0ng gia Imai, nhitng hoat dong & day rat
thue té. Moi thit déu dang chuyén dong, am thanh vong lai tir bon phia. Can
phong c6 hinh chit L, khu vuc chinh vuong goc véi mot goc phong dugc
dung lam noi tw van, thay vi ddt ban nwdc & cho tiép tan, goc nay xép ba
chiéc ban nhé c6 vach ngan, trong giong nhv mdt phong kham mini. Hai
chiéc ban la ctia cac cong su, ban thit ba danh cho vi khach hang tiép theo.
Hién gio ca ba ban déu c6 ngudi ngoi.
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Chang trai kia tra 10i dién thoai xong, l1ap ti'c quay sang Honma. Trong
lic véi va, cau ta vap phdi chiéc mdy in, khién khay dung gidy roi cach
xubng san. “Oi, xin 16i,” c6 18 cau ta néi véi cai may hon 1a v6i Honma.
“Moi chi ng6i! Cudc hen truede cta luat sw Mizoguchi chac da bi qua gio.”

“Khong sao. Toi c6 nhiéu thoi gian 1am,” Honma dap khong can suy
nghi. Trén thyc t€, khi Honma goi dién, Mizoguchi da n6i rdé rang rang ong
ta chi sap x€ép duwgc cudc hen t6i da ba mwoi phut cho mot khach khéng dat
cho trudc, tir ba rudi téi bon gio.

“Chu ngoi day di a!” Chang trai mot tay chi vé chiéc ghé xoay, tay kia
viét nguéch ngoac trén gidy. Honma lam theo, long day cam kich.

O ban bén canh, mot cd gai tam hai muwoi bay, hai muwoi tdm tudi cling
dang nghe dién. Nguoi goi ¢ dau day bén kia c6 vé rat kich dong hodc rat
dai dang, chac cling giong Shoko Sekine khi tdi day lan dau, mot cdm giac
pha tron gitra lo au va tuyét vong.

Chang trai ngudc 1én khoi cuon sé dang viét. Honma tan dung co hdi hoi
ngay, “Cau c6 biét gan day c6 ai tén la Shoko Sekine tGi xin tw van
khong?”

Cau ta ddo mat lén tran nhuw thé mudn noi a-dé-chau-nghi-xem, “Sekine
a?”

“Pung thé. Shoko.”

Lic nay c6 gai bén canh cling vira két thic cudc dién dam. “Giong nhuw
tén Shoko ctia con gai Fujiwarano Michinaga, vg ctia Hoang dé Ichijo dy
a?’)

“Chi lam t6i lan 16n hét ca r6i,” anh chang déng nghiép cua c6 gai noi,
miéng mim cuoi lo au.

“Chang phai Murasaki Shikibu tirng la thi ty ctia ba dy sao?” Honma héi
nguoc lai.

Co0 gai nhoén cudi. “Da, chau nghi chd néi ding ngudi roi day a.”
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Béan than Honma khoéng nhanh nhay lam vé&i cac cau chuyén trong st
sach, nhung c6 lan Chizuko dang ky khoa hoc danh cho nguwdi 16n - Truyén
thuyét Genji danh cho d6c gia 16n tudi - anh cé dwgc ban sach tang ctia toan
b0 cau chuyén do.

“Sei Shonagan da tham gia cudc néi loan cia Shoko, lic nay la N
hoang Teishi.” Honma néi ti€p. “Hai nit van si noi tiéng thoi bay gio déu bi
diéu ra toa, cung véi cac thé thiép cua vi vua dé6.” Sao anh lai c6 thé nhd
toan bo nhitng chi tiét nay nhi? Nhitng doan Chizuko doc cho anh nghe
thuwong vao dang tai nay da chui ra & dang ta no kia ma.

“Pung day a,” c6 gai dong tinh.

“Pay, t6i c6 mang theo anh cuda c0 ta,” anh noéi, budc long phai cat ngang
dé trd lai v&i c6 nang Shoko thoi hién tai. Anh 16i ban so yéu ly lich cta c6
ta ra khéi tui, gap lai, chi dé 10 tdm anh Shoko, sau dé chia ra chd nhan xét.

Cam thay hing thi, chang trai tién lai tredc ban dé nhin cho rd. “Trong
la 1am. Thuwong thi chau nhé kha k¥ nhitng nguoi titng dén day.”

“Chi xem v@i nao?” Co gai néi, cau dong nghiép lap tirc chuyén tdm anh
sang. “Khong, chau khong nhd da gap co ta. Chu néi co ta la khach hang
cua van phong nay a?”

“Nam nam trudc, c6 ta da uy thac cho luat sw Mizoguchi tién hanh tha
tuc tuyén bo pha san.”

“Nam nam trudc a? Luc dé chau chwa vao lam ¢ day,” chang trai noi, tra
ban ly lich lai cho anh r6i tr& vé ghé ctia minh véi giong diéu va vé mat
biéu dat y “Xin 16i chu, chau da co hét sirc roi.”

Tuy nhién, c6 gai chong khuyu tay trén ban. “Chin mwoi phan tram céac
than chu cta bon chau la nhitng ngwdi tuyén bd pha san, nhung c6 vé chau
nhd cai tén nay...”

Véi hang bao nhiéu ngwoi dén va di moi ngay, sé chang c6 gi dang ngac
nhién néu co ta khong nhd ra. R6 rang Shoko khong phai méi dén day hém
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qua. Honma cét ban ly lich tré vao tti 4o.

“Chu doi da. Shoko. Tén nay rat dé nhg.” Co vira néi vira xoay khép co.
“Rang c6 ay hoi khap khénh a?”

Ngay ldc ay c6 ngudi goi tén anh. “Anh Honma phai khong? Rat xin 16i
vi bat anh phai dogi lau.”

Honma quay lai, mat doi dién tryc tiép véi mot ong lao cao bang anh.

Mizoguchi chac chan da gan bay muoi tudi. Cling giéng nhuw nhiéu nhan
vat chu chét khi bwdc qua tudi nghi huwu, ong ta quyét dinh ti€p tuc cong
hién thém vai nam vdi vai tro mot nha tw van. Dau vay, duong nhw trong
con nguwoi 6ng van tran tré nang lwong. Dau hiéu duy nhat hé 16 tudi tac cia
ong la nhitng nép nhan & co, vét doi moi trén ma trai cung cap kinh hai
trong ngy trén mii ong.

Chi con mudi lam phit nita da dén bon gid, vay nén Honma c6 gang
trinh bay that ngan gon. Anh chi gidu diing mot chi tiét, Jun tim dén anh vi
anh la mot canh sat, thay vao dé, anh giai thich rang diéu tra la mot phan
cong viéc cia mot nha van ty do. Anh hoi, “Bac gtti thdng bao dén cac chu
ng dwdi danh nghia than cha dé tuyén bé pha san u?”

“Tat nhién ro6i,” vi luat sw dap ngay tap ly. “Dé la cach ching t6i tuyén
b rang ching t6i da dé don pha san va rat mong ho hop tac. Mot khi ching
toi lam thé, cac chi ng sé dugc xoa diu. Pa phan cac truong hgp la thé. Tat
nhién van c6 nhitng chu ng bay tro de net, nhirng cac trieong hop nhu vay
khong nhiéu va ciing dé dang giai quyét.”

Honma 13y thu thong bao pha san ctia Shoko ra. “T6i nghi bac da gt 1a
thu nay.”

“Puing roi, thw ndy dwgc gti tir vin phong ching t6i.” Ong gat dau, quan
sat k¥ biic fax, dau hoi nghiéng vé mot bén, c6 nhé lai. “A, phai roi, Shoko
Sekine.”

“Dao gan day co ta c6 tdi tim bac khong?”
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“Khong. Anh no6i la c6 dy bién mat vao ngay 16, cach day gan mot tuan.
Ngay ca toi cting sé kho long nhd nhitng sy kién sau chuwng do ngay.”
Giong Mizoguchi da khan khan do phai néi lién tuc nhiéu gio lién. Hoi 1au,
ong cham rai nhap mot ngum tra. “Nhung t6i nhé c6 ta kha ky, va sé nhan
ra ngay néu gip lai.” Ong néi day chic chin, “nhung t6i van khong c6
quyén tiét 10 vu viéc ctia c6 ay vdi anh, han la anh biét r6 diéu nay.”

“Vang, toi biét.” Biéu khodn wu tién d6i vdi cac than chu cta luat su.
“Vé phan minh ching t6i chi mudén tim gap va néi chuyén véi co ta. Toi
nghi c6 thé c6 ta da dén day héi xin bac 1oi khuyén.”

“T6i rat tiéc khong thé gitip duwgc nhiéu hon. T6i da khong con gap co ta
t* hai nam nay.”

Hai ndam nay? Nhung da nam nam tr6i qua ké tv khi c6 ta bi pha san.
Honma cam thdy mét noi phan khich dang Ién. Vé ngac nhién ctia anh da
gay chud y, bang chitng la trong gidy lat gwong mat Mizoguchi cau lai. Mac
du chi 1a phong doan vo6 can ¢, nhung Honma van c6 thtr, “Hai nam truedc.
Y béc 1a khi me cb ta qua doi?”

Po6i mat vi luat sw mé to dang sau cdp kinh hai trong. Vay ra Honma
cling biét chuyén dé. “Pung thé.”

“Toi ty héi khong r6 bac c6 biét cho lam viéc bay gio ctia c6 ta khong.
Céach day mot tuan, c6 ta con lam ¢ mot cong ty nho tai Shinjuku c6 tén la
Cong ty Cung tng May moc va Thiét bi Imai. Ca sép lan dong nghiép cua
Shoko hau nhw chang biét gi vé chuyén riéng ctia c6 ta.” Honma c6 gang
dién dat cho s viéc khong qua nghiém trong. “T6i da xem nhd ban so yéu
ly lich ma c6 ta nop khi xin vao lam & d6. Nhung hoa ra nhitng thong tin
trén ly lich déu la bia dat. Hinh nhu Shoko nghi néu ngudi khac biét chuyén
trong qua khi, ho sé khéng nhan c6 ta vao lam. Dau sao thi ciling chang
trach dwoc c6 ta. Chi cé diéu toi lai 1am vao ngo cut.”

“Chong chwa cudi cda co ta thi sao? Cau ta khong biét gi u?”
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“Néu biét thi chac cau ta da chang nho t6i di tim vi hon thé cia minh.
Xem chitng c6 Sekine khong tiét 16 nhiéu vé ban than minh.”

Doi 1ong may cua 6ng gia hoi nhiu lai. “Xin 16i phdi cat ngang trong giay
lat,” ong noéi, nhém day khéi ghé ro6i tién lai ban hé so, trong tay la tam
danh thiép cua Jun, cé 1€ dng ta goi cho ngan hang dé kiém tra xem cé cau
Jun Kurisaka lam viéc & d6 khong. Ciing c6 thé 6ng muon xac thuc so dién
thoai cuia Honma.

Honma ngo6i yén trén ghé chd dgi. Ba phit sau, Mizoguchi quay tré lai.
Vira ng6i xuéng ong da hoi thang, “Cong ty Cung (tng May moc va Thiét
bi Imai c6 phai 1d mot cong ty cé thyc khong?” Ong van nhiu may, nhung
giong da diju di doi chut.

“Pung a. Mot cong ty nhd chuyén ban may dém tién.” Nhé lai hinh anh
Mitchie, anh b6 sung. “Mot cong ty nhé nhuwng nhan vién van mdc dong
phuc. Rat dac thu va kin dao.”

Nhitng 16i tiép theo, Mizoguchi néi cham rai vGi chat giong tram nhung
sac sdo. “Vay toi doan co Sekine khong con lam céng viéc ban dém nita?”

Honma lang 1€ nhin vi luat sw. Mizoguchi gat dau roi noi ti€p. “Nam nam
tredc, 1an dau tdi day dé xin tw van vé thu tuc tuyén bo pha san, co6 ta dang
lam & mot ‘quan bén dwong’. O Ginza hay Shimbashi thi tdi quén mat r6i,
dau sao do6 ciing la chi 1a mot quan nhd, noi ma cac c6 gai san sang ngoi
cung ban va tiép ruegu cho khach.”

“Vay c0 ta dén gap bac la do c6 nguoi gidi thiéu hay la...?”

Vi luat sw khé cuwoi. “Khong, khong phai. Trd lai quang dau thap nién
tdm muoi, trong sudt giai doan ‘con 16c¢ tai chinh tiéu dung’, khi moi nguoi
bat dau tiéu xai vugt qua kha nang chi trd, va nhiéu nguoi tot dang bi
nhitng ké cho vay nang lai ‘nuét chitng’, t6i quyét dinh sé gitp dd ho. T6i
nhanh chéng hwéng dén nhitng ca nhan déi mat véi cac khoan ng codng don
va nhitng ngudi sap pha san bang cach tham du cac budi hoi thao, tra 10i
phong vién bao chi va cac hinh thitc twong ty. Co6 1€ co6 Sekine da biét vé
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t0i, vé van phong chung t6i, tr mot kénh nao dé, c6 thé la mét bai bao trén
tap chi phu ni* tai mot tiéem lam dep cua chi em.”

Honma vira gat dau 14y 1€ vira m& so6 ghi chép ra.

“Qué goc co Sekine ¢ Utsunomiya phai khong?” Mizoguchi héi.

“Vang, ding a. Co ta 1én Tokyo ngay sau khi t6t nghiép cap ba.”

“Ban dau, c6 ta lam cong viéc lang nhang ¢ van phong. Va ma& thé tin
dung dau tién. Nhung co ta gap kho khan trong viéc chi trd cac khoan, vi
thé co ta nhan lam thém viéc khac vao budi t6i, ni ti€p vién nha hang. Du
vay, khong bao 1au sau, Shoko lai gdp hang loat van dé rac roi vGi nhitng
nguoi doi no thué, nén budc phai nghi cong viéc lam ban ngay. Mot thoi
gian sau, cO ta van tiép tuc lam viéc & quan bar, nhw vay ké ca khi da hoan
tat thu tuc tuyén bd phd san, co ta van 1am ban dém. it ra d6 1a nhitng gi c6
ta ké. Viéc nay dién ra kha thwong xuyén, nhitng nguwoi nhw ¢6 ta khong thé
quay trd lai vdi... tm, mot cong viéc binh thuong dugc niva.” Mizoguchi go
kinh, tay gdi gdi mii. “Dau vay, viéc bia dat cac cong viéc ting lam khong
thé coi 1a t6t dep duwgc.” Ong két luan roi véi tay 1dy coc tra, chi thay né da
can sach. “Sawagi, mang cho bac it tra nhé,” dng goi vong ra.

Co0 gai thong thudc cac cau chuyén lich st xuat hién véi am tra vira pha,
rét day coc cho hai nguoi.

Nhap ngum tra &m noéng, vi luat sw tiép tuc cau chuyén. “Mai réi hai nam
trwdc, co ta dén day dé xin tuw van vé khodn tién bdo hiém ctia me c6 ta. Toi
nha 1o sy viéc hom do6 lam.” Me Shoko tham gia chwong trinh bao hiém an
sinh xa hoi. Khi ba qua doi, so tién tich liy dugc da 1én dén khoang hai
triéu yén. Tat nhién, Shoko sé duwgc thira hwéng khodn tién nay. “Co ta hoi
toi liéu co rat duge hét khong. Nguy co rat thap, to6i nghi vay. To6i bao vGi
o ta rang viéc nay hoan toan dugc, co ta cé thé gitt moi khodan tién c6 dugc
sau khi da tuyén b6 pha san. Co ta hoi sut can mét chut, du vay trong van
rat xinh. T6i nhé minh da nghi rang moi viéc s6ém muon ciling sé di vao quy
dao cua chung.”
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Co6 troi méi biét Mizoguchi c6 bao nhiéu than chu, ay thé ma vi luat sw
lai nhé r6 vé Shoko dén theé.

“Sau bita an chirng mot gio dong ho, cé thé to6i quén sach nhitng gi vira
an, nhung toi khong bao gio quén mot than chu nao. Véi truong hgp co
Sekine, thu tuc tuyén bd pha san hoi lang nhang mot ti, anh biét day, co ta
da khién moi thi¥ r6i tung ca 1én. Nhung hai nam truée, khi c6 ta trd lai day
cO vé co ta da thodi mai hon. Hanh phiic hon. T6i doan la c6 ta vira nhan
dugc it tién.”

Chac han vao quang nam 1990. “Thang Tw nam do, co ta dén lam tai
Cong ty Cung ttng M4y moc va Thiét bi may Imai,” Honma néi. “Bac c6
nghi khodn tién bdo hiém ctia ba me gitip c6 ta c6 co hdi roi bé cac cau lac
bo dém khong?”

“Xem lai cac ban ghi chép la biét ngay. Thém nita ching ta sé c6 dia chi
va noi lam viéc cta c6 ta vao thoi diém ay. Dé toi tim da.”

Ong ta ditng day, 1an ndy bién mat trong mudi phit. Honma tré nén cang
thang. Li€c nhin chi€c dong ho deo tay, anh thay né hién s6 4:25.

Hai phut sau vi luat sw quay lai, tay cam mo6t manh gidy nho. “Hai nam
tredc, cb ta téi day cling vao quang nay, mot thoi gian ngan sau dip don
nam mdi, ngay 25 thang Giéng. Pay la dia chi lién lac ma c6 ta gwi lai cho
chuing t6i.”

Honma lich sy cdm on vi ludt suw r6i don lay méanh gidy. Tén quan bar -
Lahaina - & Shimbashi dwoc viét hoa hét ca, bén dudi la dong dia chi nha
cb ta: Minamimachi 2-5-2-401, thanh ph6 Kawaguchi, Saitama. Cht cii cua
co ta dugc liét ké gom céd Cong ty thwong mai Kasai, @ phwong Edogawa,
nam & man Dong thanh pho.

“Pay chinh la cong ty ma co ta budc phai nghi lam vi nhitng nguoi doi
DG?”

Mizoguchi gat dau.
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“Bac da giup toi rat nhiéu.”

Trong khi Honma sap xép lai cac ghi chép, vi luat s n6i, “Anh nhé cho
ching t6i hay néu phat hién dwogc diéu gi nhé. Khi da cung anh ban bac nhw
vira roi, toi cam thdy minh ciing c6 mot phan trach nhiém.”

“Toi hita.”

Khach hang tiép theo da chd nay gio, Mizoguchi van ditng canh chiéc
ghé cua minh. Honma nhém day.

“Néu moi no lyc déu that bai, anh c6 thé thir dang tin 1én muc quang cao
ba dong trén cac bao.”

“Y bac 1a ding dai loai ‘Shoko, ching ta hiy cling ban bac. Em quay vé
di!” dy a?”

“Anh sé ngac nhién cho ma xem, bién phap nay khé hiéu qua ddy. Mién
sao anh nham dén cac dau bao ma c6 Sekine thwong hay doc... Va néu c6
thé gidp gidi thich cho anh chang Kurisaka biét vi sao Sekine phdi nép don
xin tuyén bo pha san, ching t6i hét sitc san long hgp tac. Khong thé do toan
b6 16i 1am 1én dau c6 ay dugc. Toan bo cau chuyén vé cac mén ng cong
don la mot dang biéu hién ctia van nan 6 nhiém dao dic.”

O nhiém dao ditc. Cach lya chon tit ngit rat thd vi, Honma nghi. That
chan vi Mizoguchi khong c6 thém thoi gian.

“Néu co6 ta lién lac, ching t6i hita chac chan sé bao c6 ta rang cau
Kurisaka dang di tim.” Chi c6 diéu ching t6i sé khong tiét 10 cho anh biét
cO ta @ dau, ngu y cda vi luat sw la vay. “Nhuw vay néu muodn co ta sé lién lac
vdi nguwoi yéu cua minh. Ching t6i sé c6 gang thuyét phuc c6 ta. Rot cudc
thi chay tron ciing chang mang lai két qua nao ca.”

“Cam on bac!”

“Néu c0 ta lién lac vdi ching t6i, moi thit sé theo ding trinh tw nhw vay,”
ong nhan manh cung mot nu cwdi. “Hai ndm qua, ching t6i chang hé nghe
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dwoc chut tin tirc gi cta co ta. Khong mot cudc goi, khong mot 1a thw. Nhw
vay c0 1€ co ta da roi hay thoat khoi quan bar.”

“Cong ty Cung ttng May moc va Thiét bi Imai 1a mot doanh nghiép nho
nhuwng rat 6n.” Honma nhac ong. “Noi dé dem lai cho ngudi ta cdm gidc
nhu ¢ nha minh.”

“Con cau Kurisaka, cau ta thugc tuyp nguwoi nghiém tuc chi?”

“Hoan toan thwa bac.” Ngoai trir viéc hoi ty phu vé ban than, Honma
nghi.

“M6t nhan vién cao cdp nganh ngan hang,” vi luat sw 1am bam. “Um, ¢
Sekine thuc sy da thay doi rat nhiéu. Khong chi riéng cong viéc hay 16i
song, ma ca ngoai hinh. B&i vi hai nam trudc, trong cudc gap cudi cung cta
chuing toi, thi tir trang phuc dén cach trang diém, tirc 1a moi thit mang dau
an cda quan bar & o0 ta, déu da bién mat tam.”

Honma mim cuoi, “Néu ding nhw thé thi c6 ta da bién chuyén hoan toan.
Hay noi dung hon la trd lai con ngudai that sy cua co ta tride kia. Phai thira
nhan la khong it ga su6t ngay ga gam c6 ta. Nhung qua tro chuyén véi Jun
va nhitng ngudi & Cong ty Cung 'ng May moc va Thiét bi Imai, c6 thé thay
O ta la nguoi thong minh, khong thich chung dién.”

“O!” Mizoguchi nghiéng dau sang bén. “Nghe nhw mot ngudi hoan toan
khac han. Biéu nay gitip anh hiéu hon vé phu nit, nhitng sinh vat khé doan
dinh.”

“Vang, du vay ho rat linh hoat.”

“Canh dan 6ng ching ta déu cam kich truéc diéu nay.”

Hom &y la ngay 25 thang Giéng nam 1990, c6 ta dén gap luat su lan
cudi. Ba thang sau d6, vao ngay 20 thang Tw, c6 ta bat dau lam viéc & Cong
ty Imai. Mot khodng thoi gian ngan ngti ma da 10t xac hoan toan. Phai
chang mén tién bao hiém ctia me c0 ta da tao nén phép mau?
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Honma va Mizoguchi di dugc nita dwdong vé phia ctra. Co hai khach hang
dang doi vi luat su.

“Co Sekine... tm, biét n6i sao nhi? C6 vé thich cdp ké vGi dan ong.”
Mizoguchi nhan xét. “T6i khong nghi c6 ta c6 thé dé dang budng bo thé
gi6i bong dém do... Toi bat chgt nhd ra, hinh nhw ¢6 ta c6 néi dinh danh
dum tién dé di chinh rang. Anh biét day, rang ctra c6 ta hoi khap khénh. Toi
da c6 thuyét phuc c6 ta rang chiing cling c6 céi hay riéng, nhung khong, co
ta muon di nan thang lai.”

Nhip bwéc cta hai ngwdi von da kha cham rai, nhung 16i tiét 16 caa luat
st khién Honma 1ap tic ditng khyng lai.

Rang khap khénh? Ban ndy Sawagi da noi y hét thé... Cha doi da. Rang
c6 ay hoi khap khénh a? Chac han dac diém dé n6i bat lam nén méi gay an
twgng sau sac voi bon ho nhu thé, hon han tén ho c6 ta. Cling khong ro
duwgc, trong birc anh thé, miéng c6 ta mim chat. Cling c6 thé co6 ta da di
chinh rang sau khi gap luat sw. C6 kha nang c6 ta dung toan bd tién bao
hiém ctia me minh cho muc dich dé.

Mot su 10t x4c... chi trong khodng thoi gian tiw 25 thang Giéng dén 20
thang Tw nam 1990.

Khong, khong thé nao. Anh dang nghi gi thé nay? Day khong phai mot
vu pha an, chang qua chi la anh chang ho xa nh¢ va anh ma thoi.

“Cé van dé gi sao?” Mizoguchi héi, giong c6 phan mat kién nhan.

Nghe nhv mot ngudi hoan toan khac han... trong mét khodng thoi gian
vO cung ngan ngui.

Honma mu6n tang manh vao tran minh. Chi xa roi cong viéc c6 hai
thang, anh hau nhw da quén bang di mat. Trong bat cit vu diéu tra nao, viéc
dau tién anh can lam la gi? Xac dinh r6 danh tinh do6i twgng. Phai biét dugc
minh dang tim kiém ai, nhuw thé md&i tranh dwgc lang phi thoi gian tham van
dé roi cudi cung nhan ra minh da theo déi nham ngwdoi. Tén ho va nhan
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dang cda doi twong c6 khdp nhau khong? Pac diém ham rang khap khénh
khong phai la trong tdm, nhung van dang lwu y. Nhitng bai hoc & truong
canh sat da thdm nhuan, anh hau nhw khong tin Jun khong mang theo anh
Shoko bén minh, hodc cau ta chwa tirng doi cat anh co ta.

“Xin 16i bac, cho t6i hoi cau cudi cung nita thoi.” Anh 16i ban 1y lich ra,
gio trvdc mat vi luat sw. Co gai trong birc anh nay la Shoko Sekine, phai
khong a?”

Mizoguchi nhin bitc anh, r6i van cham chd hé6i lau. Honma nham dém
dén muoi. Tryc gidc ctia anh da dang.

Nghe nhv mot ngudi hoan toan khac han... trong mét khoang thoi gian
vO cung ngan ngui.

“Khong phai,” vi luat su vira dap vira cham rdi 1ic dau. Ong gat ban ly
lich di, bat man 1am bam. “Pay khéng phdi la Shoko Sekine ma toi biét.
Toi chwa bao gio gap co gai nay. Toi khong biét ¢o ta la ai nhwng chac chan
khong phadi la Shoko Sekine. B4 la mot ngwoi hoan toan khac.”
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Chuong 6

Qué tam gio t6i Honma m@i budc xudng khoi chiéc xe do trwdc toa
chung cu. Trong lic d6, Jun dang tim cho do & con phd bén duwédi. Tir ga
Honancho, chi can bat chuyén tau dién ngdm ra ngoai 6 cua hang
Marunouchi, chra day mwdi lam phut sé tdi noi. Mot toa nha theo phong
cach hién dai v6i day ctra s6 dugc thiét ké nho ra bén ngoai. Shoko & phong
103, ngay tang trét, hwéng géoc Pong Nam. Nhitng ngudi khac trong khu
nha khéa xe dap ctia ho ngay duéi 6 ctra s6 can ho cua o ta.

Jun da dong y dén anh tit nha, nhung roi cau ta khé chiu thiy ré vi
Honma khong chiu ké hét moi sy viéc anh da diéu tra trong ngay. Cau ta
nhw no6i khung 1én.

“Hom nay dang 1€ chau phdi lam dém, nhwng phai ra vé lic sau gio chi
vi chuyén nay. ft nhat chd ciing phai ké cho chau déi diéu chi,” cau buc
doc noi, tay thoc vao tui tim chia khoa can ho.

“Toi nghi bo qua vao gio lam thém thi cling khong lam giam thanh tich
cta anh la bao.” Honma binh than tra 16i nguwdi van tiwa vao mét cay cot
ngay 16i vao.

Jun gidu chia khoa nha Shoko & trong vi chit khong treo luén vao chum
chia khoa ctia minh, nhw vay me cau sé khong phat hién ra. Cau ta thé dai
nang né khi tra chia vao 6 khéa. “Chua khong thay chau da dudi lam roi a?”

Honma phét 10 cau ta, budc vao nha truée. “Pen dau?”

Sau lung anh, Jun bat céng tac, den trén tran sang 1én. Hai ngwdi dan 6ng
c0i giay, budc vao mot sanh nho.
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Sau khi roi cho luat s, Honma goi dién dén van phong Jun va nhd nhan
lai cho cau ta. Jun da goi cho anh tv mot quan ca phe.

“Nay, cau c6 biét Shoko dang ky bo phiéu ¢ dau khong?”

Cau héi dot ng6t khién Jun nghen hong. “Chti mudn biét chuyén do6 lam
gi?”

“Cau co6 biét khong?”

“Chau biét khong a? Co, chau biét. Lay theo dia chi & Honancho, c6 ay &
dé mot thoi gian.”

“That vay chi?”

“That a! Trong dot bau ctt & Tokyo, c6 dy nhan thé ct tri & Honancho.”

“Pugc r6i, vay thi tdi mudn cau lay gitip mot ban sao hd khau cua co ta.
Cau c6 thé lam dugc viéc nay sau vai chuyén lui téi khong?”

“Nhung sao phéi lam diéu nay?”

“T6i khong thé gidi thich dwgc. Nhung néu cau bdo vGi ho cau la chong
sap cuwdi cta co ta va co ta nho cau lay gitp, to6i khong nghi iy ban phuong
tir choi cau dau. Nhd mang theo gidy to tuy than. Néu ho kién quyét khong
cho thi danh chiu vay. Nhung ct thit xem cau lam dvgc gi.”

“Um, dugc roi, dé chau thi.”

Honma chi hwéng dan cdu ta thé roi ra vé. Trén su6t chuyén tau tr@ veé
nha, dau anh dau dit d6i. Gid n6 van dang ong ong hét ca lén.

Quang bay gio, Jun ghé qua don anh, Honma gdp khing hoang v&i doi
tay - mot qua bom an trong hinh dang ctia con trai anh. Cau bé biét b6 minh
buoi t6i lai di vang. Tat nhién, Honma biét Makoto lo lang, néi chinh xac
hon 1a sg hai. Ké tir sau vu tai nan ctia me, thang bé da tré nén nhay cam.
B6 la ngudi than duy nhat con lai va néu c6 diéu gi xdy ra véi bo - y nghi
nay khién n6 khiing hodng sau sac. N6 khong mudn bd phdi mao hiém hay
d6i mat v6i hiém nguy, du la nho nhat. Honma c6 gang tran an né bat c&
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khi nao c6 thé, nhung t6i nay chi t6 mat cong, thang bé ti nhot minh trong
phong khi anh roi khoi nha.

“Chéu xin 16i,” Jun néi trong khi Honma Ién xe. “Chau khong xin dwgc
ban sao s6 ho khau.” Trong giay lat, trong cau ta c6 vé ty man.

“Nhuw vay cau da nham & diém c6 ta nop don xin tam trd @ Honancho?”

“Khong. Bén phuong choi bai ngtta luén. Ho néi néu chi la chéng sap
Cuwdi cha co ay thi van chwa da. Chau phai c6 thw ay quyén cua co ay.”

Y twéng nay hay qua! Co 18 cu ta di gip mot “day t6 cta nhan dan”
ding nghia, ngudi biét ré cong viéc ctia minh. “Co ta khong c6 ban & cung
nha a?”

Hai tay van dat trén vo lang, Jun quay lai nhin Honma véi vé hoai nghi.
“Y ch 13 ai d6 séng cling c6 ay a? Hin chd dang dua roi.”

“Vay cau da bao gio gdp cha nha cua co6 ta chwa?”

“Chau chi ghé chao thoi. Ba ay song & gan ddy. Thinh thodng Shoko
cling ghé vao tro chuyén véi ba dy dam ba cau.”

Co6 kha nang qua trinh chuyén doi bat dau tir day. C6 nang “Shoko
Sekine” cuia Jun séng & can ho Honancho dwdi céi tén nay ngay tu dau,
than thiét véi cha nha va dang ky nhan phiéu bau c¥ ngay & do.

Nhung con treong hop chu nhan dich thyc cta cai tén ban tén ho minh
thi sao? Ngay sau khi pha san, khi c6 ta khong thé tw viec minh day dugc.
Liéu c0 ta c6 ban tén ho ciia minh cho mot ¢6 gai cung d6 tudi, von dang
can mot “Ly lich gia dinh?”

Du vay, con c6 mot kha nang den t6i hon la c6 gai Shoko Sekine that da
chét. Chéc chan Honma khong hé muon dao xdi vién canh nay, nhing anh
khong thé khong xem xét ndé dugc. Vi thé trén sudt chang duong con lai,
anh chi im lang. Jun van giir vitng chan ga.
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Bén trong can ho Honancho rat lanh. Lanh nhuw tdm trang hién gio cta
Honma vay.

Phia bén trai sanh vao can ho la mét phong vé sinh két hgp phong tam,
phia bén phdi 1a m6t gian bép nhé xinh. Mot chiéc tu lanh, mét ta bép cung
mot 10 vi song dugc ddt trén bé dd, ca ba dan thanh hang ngang sat twong,
chi con du cho cho m6t ngwai di chuyén trong d6. Moi thit déu gon gang va
ngan nap. Bon rira bat lam bang thép khéong gi dugc co rira dén sang béng.
MGt lon bia rong bi quang vao géc bon, chac tir 1an cudi Jun téi day, han
r6i. Con lai khéng c6 mot mon dé gi dé 16n xon ca. Chiéc quat thong gio
khé quay nho gi6 troi roi ngirng lai. Canh quat sach bong. Honma buwdc ra
khoi bép.

Khu vuc phong khach cling sach nhu lau nhv li. Phong ngu hinh chi
nhat, kha rong, gan gap doéi thong thuong. Mot chiéc givong kiéu dang don
gian ké sat twong phai. Ga giwong dugc kéo 1én, pha cé chan géi. Trén
chiéc gia nho ¢ dau giwvong la mot cay dén va hai cuén sach, Mét minh du
lich trén ddt My va Kinh nghiém mua sdm & chdu Au. Hai diém goi mé,
dan téi hai hwdng hoan toan trai ngwgc. Bia cudn sach vé nwdc My cii nhau
hon. Ngay bén canh givong, bén dudi 6 ctra s6, 1a mot chiéc gio rac, rong
khong.

C6 mot tu am twong, cung mot ti quan do kha 1én, va mot gia sach loai
thao lap dugc. Trén néc td cé ngan kéo nho la mot chiéc dién thoai khong
day. Hai cai ghé cung chiéc ban tron lam bang gé moc ditng chém ché trén
tam tham. Canh ban, chiéc gié dan bang may dyng mot cai 4o len con dan
dd, cung vai cudn len va kim dan.

“Co ay dang dan cho chau. Bon chau dinh thang t&i sé di trugt tuyét.”
“C0 ta c6 van trugt tuyét khong?”
Jun gat dau. “Co ay dé & ta dat ngoai hanh lang.”

Honma m¢& ctra. Sat khu vie twong ngan gitta nha kho cua co6 ta va can
nha ké bén - theo ly thuyét choé d6 khong dat dé do dac gi, phong truong
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hgp xay ra hoa hoan - la mét ta chita do, loai van thwong thdy quang cao
trong cac catalog dat hang qua mang. Bén trong la tdim van trugt tuyét maéi
toanh cung chiéc tdi ngoai co dé giay trugt tuyét. Ca hai dwgc boc can than
trong tai bong.

“Cau va co ta bat dau trugt tuyét tir bao gic’?” Honma hoi.

“Shoko thi méi nam kia, sau khi bon chau hen ho. Con chau thi da truot
tuyét tir dao hoc cap ba.”

“Co0 ta mua b0 dung cu truwgt tuyét tir lic nao?”

“Ciling chi mot, hai nam trd lai day thoi a. Ban dau c6 ay mua trang phuc
tregt tuyét. Pén hé nam ngoai va dgt khuyén mai mua dong, co ay sam
thém giay va ung trugt. Theo nhw chau nhg thi hai divra chau da cung di
mua.” Cau ta rau 11 bo sung. “Co ay ludn tra tién mat. Ké ca khi ctra hang
khuyén khich dung thé.”

Honma kiém ché khong lén tiéng. Suyt nita thi anh bdo véi Jun rang c6
gai “Shoko Sekine” cau ta quen khong phai la ngwoi tirng tuyén bo pha san,
nhung gio khong phai lic nén noi ra.

Doi giay trugt tuyét hiéu Rossignols, doi ting cia Salomons. Hai thwong
hiéu nhap khau hang dau.

“Céc trang bi nay déu thudc loai dat tién phai khéng?”

Jun vwon ngudi ra s th tii dung ung. “Ciling khong to6i. Chi cé diéu
kiéu dang haoi 16i thoi mot chut. Nhitng mau méi sé 1ap tirc 16i cudn ngay
khi vira dap vao mat. Nhwng hang nao réi cling 16i mét ca... Bo6i véi mot
nguwoi mai bat dau trugt tuyét thi cac nhan hiéu nay ciling khéng qua lui xui.
Chéu doan trang phuc trugt tuyét cta c6 ay la hang Cresson.”

Honma nhac tdi dwng ting sang mat bén thi thady mot thung dwng dung cu
bi 1at ip. Canh dé la mot chai c6 nap day dwoc boc trong manh gié ban. Tw
cai chai téa ra mui rat dam.

“Gi vay chu?” Jun vira hoi vira sam soi chiéc ta cé khoa.
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“Xang,” Honma dap r6i dat chai xudng dat. Sau nam phit ¢ ngoai troi
dém, nhitng ngén tay ctia anh té cong. Hang hién nay tiép giap vdi 16i di
chung. Cung vé6i né la tdim man che, 1o rang dé chan moi tia nang tir bén
ngoai. Khong cé day phoi 4o quan nao trong tam mat. “Co ta giat gili thé
nao nhi?”

“Co ay dén ctra hang gidt Gi cong cong,” Jun dap. “Trong nha khéng co
cho ké may giat. Ciing khong c6 cho phoi phong. Hon nita day la tang trét,
co ay khong thé bay ‘phu tung’ ciia minh ra treéc mat nguoi khac duge.”

Tré vao nha, Honma kéo ghé ng6i xuéng. Anh nhin quanh thém mét luwot
nita. Rém ctra va cadc mon do ndi that déu khong qua xin, ngoai trir ti quan
ao trong c6 vé dugc dong tir go tot, nén chac ton nhiéu tién hon mot chut.
Mot mén do c6 thé dung 1au dai, c6 1€ c6 ta da ta nhu nhw thé khi bo tién

mua no.
“Gia phong & day thé nao? Co ta c6 ké cho cau khéng?”

Jun than tho nhin chiéc 4o len dan dé ma cau ta trai ra tredc mat, mai
xong phan than, chwa dan dén tay 40. Honma nhac lai cau hai.

“Da... Khoang chirng hon sau ngan yén.”

“Ré day!” Lai nho va t6i. Thém nita la kha tach biét. Nhung du sao no
cling nam & ngay khu trung tam, lai kha mai.

“Hinh nhw ba cht xay toa nha nay dé tron thué danh vao tai san thira ké.
Khéng thu 1ai, néu khong ba ta sé gap phién toai. Shoko kha ty hao vi tim
dwgc mot cho nhw thé nay.” No6i r6i cau ta liéc nhin Honma day hoai nghi.
“Ma sao chu lai muon biét?”

Trong khi d6, Honma van dang mai mé v&i nhitng suy nghi vé chiéc ta
quan do. Lai gan dé quan sat k§ hon méi thdy cé vét ban kha 16n canh tay
cam. Co6 1é nho vay ma gia chiéc ti da dwgc ha xudng dang ké. Chu nhan
can phong nay c6 vé la ngwoi sanh san do gia ré. “Cau c6 doan dugc co ta
mang theo nhitng gi khong?”
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Jun ngoi trén giwong, nhin cham cham chiéc ta. “Mot vai bo quan 4o va
chiéc ti Boston ma c6 dy van luon dung moi khi di dau xa. Cung véi so6
tiét kiém va con dau riéng.”

“Chi chirng d6 thoi sao? Cau chac chi?”

“Kha la chac. Shoko cat cAc moén do quy gia trong hop thiéc dung banh &
dwdi givong.” Jun cdi xuong 16i ra chiéc hdp vuéng ctia mot hang banh noi
tiéng & Ginza. Hoan toan trong rong. Tat ca nhitng gi con sét lai chi co6
ding mot con dau nho, trén dé cé khac chit “Sekine”.

Thay chwa, co ta bo lai cai tén d6, Honma nghi. “T6i mu6n cau gitp t6i
tim ba th. Truwdc tien la album anh cuta co ta.”

“Chac n6 nam trén gia sach.”

“Th hai la s6 lwu bt cap ba.”

Jun chép mat. “bé lam gi?”

“C0 ta c6 bao gio cho cau xem khong?”
Jun cau mat.

“Co6 khong?”

Cau ta cham rai lac dau. “Khéng. Co6 dy noi khong muodn nghi vé qua
khit, vé noi c6 ay sinh ra nita.”

“Nhung thwong thi nguoi ta van gitt moén do d6. Cau nghi ¢6 ta c6 thué
cho cat & noi nao khac khong?”

“Chéau dam chac la khong. Thit nhat vi co6 ay khéng can né. Hon nita c6
ay tu kiém song va khong c6 nhiéu tién. Cha da dén cong ty Imai roi phai
khong? C6 ay song nhd khodn lwong kiém dwgc & do va khong cé nguon
nao khac dé tiéu xai hoang phi nhw vay.”

“Um. DU sao cau hdy cit tim cudn s6 lwu bit cap ba, hodc thi gi d6
twong ty.”
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“Con tht thit ba thi sao?” Jun c6 vé lac 16i. Cau ta vieon ngudi ra, chong
tay 1én twong dé gilr thang bang, nhv mot ngwdi nham mat bude di. Cau ta
khong biét Honma mudn theo dudi cai gi, cling khong biét chuyén nay sé di
dén dau.

“Khi tuyén bd pha san, han c¢6 ta da nhan dugc rat nhiéu gidy to tha tuc
tw luat su hay toa an. Cau tim quanh xem c6 khong.”

Khée mo6i Jun giat giat khi cau ta can nhac ky nhitng diéu can néi. Suot
ntta gio dong ho tiép theo, ca hai nguwoi lang 1€ lam viéc, tim kiém trong
can ho dwgc sap xép ngan nap. Co6 nhitng khodng trong trong chiéc ti quan
ao, noi von di thudc vé nhitng bo trang phuc da bi 14y di.

R6t cudc Jun chi tim thay cuén album ctia ¢6 ta, chinh xac ¢ noi cau ta
néi ngay tir dau. Honma phat hién ra mét 1o nwéc hoa nho duge gidu sau
gia sach. Anh m@ nap va choang vang truedc thit mui qua gat dang lan téa.
Néu ¢o6 ta xtrc thit nwdc hoa nay téi Cong ty Cung ttng Mday moc va Thiét
bi Imai, han 6ng gia Imai sé Ién con tai bién.

“C0 ta dung loai nwdc hoa nay a?” Honma chia 1o niwéc hoa ra hoi.

Jun chun miii. “Khéng, Shoko khong bao gid xtrc loai nang mui thé nay.
Co dy dung nuwdc hoa thoang nhe théi. Mot lo nho dang xit ma co ay
thuwong mang theo trong tui xach.”

Honma dat lo nwéc hoa trd lai sau gia sach. Mot noi sach sé va kha dé
chiu dén ting centimet. C6 thé dé dang cho thué lai, ma khong can phai
don dep thém chut nao nita.

Nhung c6 ta da bién mat r6i, Honma ngam nghi. Nhw mot con nhén, bién
mat khong mot dau vét, dé lai sau lung chiéc mang dugce dan dét qua hoan
hdo. “Ct goi tinh trang nay la budng tay di.” Anh n6i. “Cau khéng phién
néu toi mwon album anh cua c6 ta ch? Toi sé tra lai ngay khi xong viéc.”

“Chu can n6 lam gi?”

“Toi phai gidi thich tttng budc mot trong qua trinh lam viéc sao?”
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Jun quay di, tay van 6m chat quyén album. “Pay la nhitng bitc anh vog
sap cwdi cta chau.”

“Cau nén noi day du la c6 vo sap cudi bi mat. Chang phai téi dang giip
cau tim coO ta sao?”

Jun khit khit miii gian doi, nhung van trao quyén album cho Honma.

“Nhan tién,” Honma néi, “T6i c6 nghe nhac dén chi€c nhan cau tang co
ta. Hinh nhu c6 ta mang theo né phai khong?”

Khi néi nhitng cau tiép theo, giong ctia Jun trd nén tir tén va do nado. “Co
chuyén gi vay chd? T6i nay chd khong goi co6 ay bang cai tén Shoko lay
mot 1an. Chu chi néi 1a ‘c6 ta’ hodc ‘ctia co ta’”.

“Vay sao?”

“Tai sao chi mu6n kiém tra phong ctia co dy?”

Honma khong tra 10i. Anh dong sap ctra, tha ltrng lo nhitng cau hdi cta
Jun & lai can nha t6i om, dé ban khoan mot van dé dau dau hon: Ai la ngwoi
da song ¢ day?
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Chuong 7

Honma vé téi nha lic muoi gio dém, tay van 6m quyén album, ngwoi da
mét Itt. Anh phai nghi chan mét lan & tién sanh toa nha, lai dirng thém lan
nita gitta hanh lang tang ba dé tGi can ho ctia minh. That la lung, ctta chinh
khong khoa. Anh nhan ra khi xoay chia va thdy minh vira khéa ctra. Thir lai
lan nita, anh nghe tiéng bwdc chan, Isaka tién lai, mé& khoa tir bén trong.

“Anh ghé qua dé don nha a?”

“Hisae nha t6i dy tiéc mirng nam ma&i nén sé vé tré, d mét minh buon
qua, nén toi cung thang bé xem tivi.” Isaka c6 vé hoi nguwgng ngung. Sy
that c6 1é 1a Makoto da vung vang cau kinh va anh ta khéng mu6n dé mac
thang bé mot minh.

“Em rat ti€c.” Honma ha giong. “Thang bé c6 quay lam khong?”

Isaka lac dau, li€c nhin vé phia phong Makoto. “Né vira ngu r6i. Dan di
dan lai t6i dirng c6 danh thitc n6 khi cau vé nha.”

“0Di chao, thang bé nay, né lai doi r6i.” Honma mim cuwdi mét moi.

Isaka nén cwdi. R6i ca hai budc vao phong khach, noi chiéc tivi van dang
phat hinh. Khi Honma t6i noi, Isaka da tat tivi va bat dén 1én. Isaka nhin
Honma mét lwgt, nhw ngwdi thg may dang tham danh gia mét khach hang.
“MGt ngay vat va nhi?”

“Em phai dao long vong su6t ca ngay. Moi thit ¢ r6i tung ca 1én.”

Honma dat quyén album xudng ban. Isaka to0 mo li€c qua, roi hoi. “Cau
lam mot ly bia nhé?”
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Isaka lai du d6 anh day ma. T ngay ra vién, Honma dugc yéu cau phai
cai thudc, cai rwgu bia, du gan day anh tuan thu khong thwong xuyén lam.
Khi anh mat ngt, mot chit con vao ngudi co 1é sé tot hon la ca mé thudc
ngu. Nhung t6i nay, gitta ngon ngon viéc can suy nghi thi sao? Anh sé danh
nguyén ngay mai dé ngt bu vay. Honma lac dau.

“Puoc r6i, vay toi di pha ca phé nhé?” Isaka ggi y roi tién thang vé phia
bép. Deo tap dé vao, ditng tredc bép 10 va gia dé bat dia, anh boc 16 toan bo
con nguwoi minh. Isaka song cung Hisae trong mét can ho hai phong ngu &
goc phia Pong tang ham toa nha nay. Ho khong c6 con. Nam nay anh m&i
bwdc sang tudi nam muwoi, nhwng trong gia truedc tudi. Hisae bon muoi ba
tudi, du hon Honma mdt tu6i nhung trong chi tré hon anh dén cé giap. Chi
cung nguwoi ban diéu hanh mot van phong thiét ké ndi that & khu vuc
thwong lwu cda thanh phé. Dich vu ctia ho rat an khach nén phdi dén dip
Tét chi mdi dwgce nghi ngoi.

Isaka titng lam viéc & mot cong ty kién tric la doi tac cta van phong chi,
cho dén dgt suy thoai kinh té vira roi, nganh xay dung hoat dong cham han
lai. Du vay cong viéc cia Hisae van tién trién rat tot, hai vg chong lai c6
tién tiét kiém, vay nén ho thong nhat anh sé & nha qua giai doan dinh tré
nay. Ban dau, day la ly do Isaka tré thanh mot “6ng noi tro”. Hai vg chong
ho ludn phan chia céng viéc nha ro rang, vi thé tinh thé mdi nay khong gay
nhiéu xdo tron. Sau vai thang, anh kham pha ra “niém dam mé” céng viéc
nha va quyét dinh bién né thanh cong viéc toan thoi gian cua minh.

Hién tai, ngoai gia dinh Honma, Isaka con nhan don dep va gidt gili cho
hai ho khac trong cung toa nha. Du vay, diéu nay khong cé nghia anh va vg
minh ngitng chia sé cong viéc nha mot cach cong bang. Hisae van noéi chi
khong muén thay doi.

“Makoto bdo n6 noi gian vi cht Jun dén nhd cau gitp lam thi¢ ‘cong viéc
quai quy’ gi do.” Isaka vira noi vira rot ca phe.

Honma bat cuwdi, thic cui chd vao tay vin ghé va so so mat. “DPung la
mot ‘cong viéc quai quy’ that. N6 khién dau em ong ca 1én.”
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Khi Chizuko mat va Honma khong thé xin nghi dai ngay, Makoto da
phéi ti xoay x& mot minh. Lic d6 vg chong Isaka xuat hién, dé nghi dé ho
cham s6c thang bé. Ho bat dau dwa né di hoc moi sang va dén n6 vé moi
chiéu. Ho lam moi viéc vi n6. Nho c6 ho, ca Honma va Makoto dugc don
nhan ma6t luéng sinh khi méi trong cudc song thwong nhat. Vi vay moi khi
c6 chuyén xdy dén, du la & co quan hay ¢ nha, Honma van thwong tam sy
v0i ho. Trén thuc t€, sau dot nam diéu tri & vién, Honma da hoc hoi & doi
vo chong hang x6m rat nhiéu diéu.

“Lan nay la chuyén gi vay? C6 nguwoi mat tich phdng?” Isaka hoi, tay
cho hai muong duwdng vao coc ca phé cua minh.

Honma gat dau. “Vo sap cuwdi cuia Jun bé cau ta... dai khai thé.”

“Y ciu la... ndo nao, ciu nén cho thém dwong vao di.” Isaka lén tiéng khi
Honma dinh nhac c6c ca phé 1én udng. “Hé kiét sitc, cdu nén an chut
dwong. To6i van thuong bao Hisae thé. Gidm an dwong vi an kiéng, sau do
lai uéng b6 sung vitamin vi mét mdi, khac nao ngugc dai chinh minh.
Khoéng diéu gi phan ti nhién hon thé. Néu cdu mét méi, dwong chinh la giai
phap hitu hiéu nhat.”

Pugc roi. Nghe theo 10i khuyén sang sudt nay, Honma udéng coc ca phé
c6 dwong. Va ding nhu cé phép mau. Cé thé anh khong cam thay bét mét
moi hon, nhung né da giai téa cho trang thai than kinh cta anh.

“Vay chuyén cuia vg sap cwdi cia Jun la...?” Isaka trd lai cha dé cdi.

“Cho du c6 ta la ai,” Honma dap, “em khong dam néi chac diéu gi ca.
Ngoai cam giac sy viéc nay hoi trai 1€ thuwong.”

Honma vira cham rdi noéi vira tham sap xép nhitng y nghi hon don trong
dau. Anh ké lai nhitng s kién dién ra trong ngay, miéu ta tinh chat cang ldc
cang la lung ctia moi viéc: ban ly lich khai man, bitc anh thé khong thé
nhan dién...
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“Xem chtrng c6 ké dung tén ho ctia nguoi khac...” Honma xoa gay. “Va
khong chi ho tén. N6i nom na, c0 ta con ‘mugn’ ludn ca ly lich cua nguoi
dé. Mac du day khong phai la chuyén chua tirng xdy ra. Tr@ lai khoang nam
1955, c6 mot ga dung chitng minh thuw cua nguoi khac va stt dung tén ho ‘di
muon’ nay. Cudi cung ga bi triéu ra toa vi da xam pham quyén con ngudi.”

Vu viéc da 1én khap cac mat bao vi lan dau tién xay ra & Nhat, lan dau
tién co quan phap luat phai ditng ra giai quyét mot vu viéc lién quan dén ca
nhan ¢ mot dat nwdc von lay gia dinh lam don vi co sé. Mai cho dén cudc
xam luwgc ctia My vao cudi nhitng nam 40 cia thé ky XX, & Nhat, moi ca
nhan hoan toan khong cé quyén gi cd, toan bo khai niém “quyén” déu dugc
du nhap tt phvong Tay. Thay vao do, gia dinh luon dong vai tro la don vi
phap luat. Thyc té gia dinh sé chiu trach nhiém va c6 nghia vu phap ly doi
v6i hanh dong cuda tirng thanh vién cia minh. Toan bo nhitng 10i day rang
dirng lam mot viéc gi do dé gia dinh mat mat khong chi 1a bai hoc dao dirc
cta btec Khong Tt nita.

Tham chi hién nay, néu xem xét ky, sé thdy moi ngudi cling khong phai
la mot ca thé don 1é, ma la mot trang trong cudn so ghi chép vé toan bo gia
dinh. Cu6n s6 nay dwoc dang ky tai dia phwong noi gia dinh anh sinh s6ng
va n6 dugc truyén qua nhiéu thé hé. Moi sy kién dién ra trong gia dinh déu
duwgce lwu lai mot cach chi tiét: ai ra doi, ai qua doi, ai két hon. Khi mot co
con gdi di 14y chong, co ta sé dugc dwa ra khoi s6 ho khau cta gia dinh bo
me dé va dugc ghi tén vao mot cuén s6 mdi, trong dé ngwoi chong déng
vai tro la chu gia dinh. Nhirng tai liéu nay vé co ban la bi mat, nhung trén
thye t€ bat ¢t ai trong gia dinh ciing c6 quyén xem. Moi lan can dén su
tham gia ctia co quan tw phap, chang han nhw khi két hon hodc nhan tai san
thira ké, ngudi ta sé phai ty minh dén van phong chinh quyén dia phwong
va xin mot ban sao cé cong chitng cuon s6 ho khau cua gia dinh. Ho sé yéu
cau anh ky tén, déng dau khac ho cta ca gia dinh. Tat ca déu rat thich hgp
va dung dan.
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Thé r6i ngwoi My xam chiém va “dan cht hoa” toan bo hé thong. Co thé
néi nhw vay. Véi sy xudt hién ctia viéc bau ctr va thu thué cuc bg, viéc theo
doi cac ca nhan trd nén rat can thiét, vi thé mot loai tai lifu méi duwgc phat
hanh: gidy tam tri. Tam tra la viéc cta cd nhan nhung chi mang tinh tam
tri. Tam gidy nay c6 hiéu lyc mién sao anh van trd tai mot dia chi nhat
dinh, nhung n6 khéng lam suy suyén ho khau cta anh, noi “con ngudi
thue” caa anh thudc vé. V@i nhitng hanh dong mang it tinh phap ly hon,
chang han nhu dang ky lam thé thw vién, tat ca gidy to anh can la mot tam
gidy tam trd, khong phai hd khau. Tuy vay, d6i vdi da phan nhitng hoat
dong co6 tinh phap ly cao, anh sé can dén ca hai. Va néu anh song xa nha,
viéc mang theo ho khau la v6 cung can thiét.

Vay nén doéi vai ga tirng mwon ho khau vao nam 1995, ga phai gilt bi
mat. Ga khong thay doi gi ca, bdi vi néu lam thé, cé thé mot lic nao do sé
bi phat hién. Néu cht nhan céi tén thay gidy tam trd cta ga hay bat c sy
thay doi nao, anh ta sé biét ngay lap tirc. Chinh vi thé, ga ci¢ viéc nin thd va
khong thay doi gi vé mat gidy td. Ga chi muwgn céi tén ma thoi.

Dbay chinh la diém khac nhau gitta ga d6 va “Shoko Sekine”.

“Du vay ngay nay toi cling khong 1dy lam bat ngd khi thady ngudi ta mua
va ban ho khau,” Isaka néi. “Y t6i 13, giéng nhw nhiéu c6 gai Pong Nam A
lay chéng Nhat trén danh nghia dé c6 duwgc viéc lam.” Isaka c6 vé hai long
v0i ban than khi nhin sy viéc dudi goc do nay. “Cau co6 bao gio tu hoi, muc
dich chinh cta cuén s6 ho khau la gi khong?”

“O phwong Tay khong c6 s6 hd khau.”

“Chinh xac! Chi & Nhat méi vay.”

“DPiéu nay khong cé nghia la n6 v6 dung hoan toan. S6 hé khau giup

ngan ngtra mot soO tdi ac nhat dinh.”

Isaka nhay mat. “Vi du nhu?”
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“Song hon,” Honma tac lwGi. “Anh gdp sudt trong cac bd phim va cac
tiéu thuyét con gi. O My, ngudi ta c6 gidy tam tri va gidy dang ky két hon.
Khong c6 loai gidy to nao gop hai tinh trang nay ca. Gia st mot ngudi ra
doi, két hon va qua doi ¢ ba thanh pho khac nhau... nhitng sy viéc nay dugc
ghi chép rdi rac & nhiéu noi ma khong c6 giay to gi gop lai. Ma dat nwéc do
lai qua stc rong 16n, thé nén tinh trang song hon khong phai khong phd
bién. Con & day, chi can xem s6 ho khau ctia anh, ngwoi ta biét ngay anh da
két hon hay chwa.”

“Ai lai lam tro v& van thé.”

“Khong phai. Bién phap tot nhat anh c6 thé lam la chuyén khau, nhuw vay
nguoi ta sé kho long xac dinh duwgce trede day anh tirng két hon hay chwa.”

“Puoc r6i, nhwng néu doé la toan bo lgi ich cta s6 ho khau thi toan bo hé
thong nay qua sitc cong kénh, t6t hon hét la chia nhé n6 ra.”

bPung vay, nhw 16i Isaka noéi, chac chan phai c6 cach dé dang hon. Mat
bd may phép ly dugc té chirc hgp 1y hon, dé bao vé sy riéng tu cia cac ca
nhan ma khong bi manh mun.

“T6i dong y la né c6 nhitng van dé nhat dinh. Pay la con chua ké dén
cac loai thu tuc dé dwgc nhan con nudi. Anh hay nhé 1a Pao luat Bac biét
Vé viéc Nhan con nuéi ban hanh ndm nam nay.” Honma nhan thdy Isaka
lang nghe 16i dan dat ngoai dé nay chi véi mét cac gat dau, khong hé cé nét
biéu cdm trén khuon mat. Chac anh ta phdai c6 lam méi t6 ra thd o, khong
quan tam nhu vay.

Makoto khong phai la con dé cuia Honma va Chizuko. Hai nguoi da nhan
nuoi thang bé tir khi né con doé hon. Thoi diém dé chwa ap dung Pao luat
DPac biét Vé viéc Nhan con nudi, titc 1a van phai ghi tén cha me dé cta dita
bé trong s6 ho khau cua gia dinh nhan nudi né.

Ban chat con nguwoi von tan nhan vo cung. Ngay khi nhan thdy mot
nguwoi c6 bat ky diém khac biét nao, bon ho lap tic chia miii vao. Khi
Makoto con hoc & tredng mam non, chang hiéu sao chuyén lot ra ngoai,
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chac han c6 mot ¢o6 gido xem s6 ho khau cna gia dinh anh xong da dem to
nho vdi ban be, bdi vi chang mdy choc moi nguwdi déu biét Makoto 1a con
nuodi. Bon tré lic 4y m@Gi cé bon tudi, bon ching chang miy quan tam dén
cau chuyén. Nhung cac ba me ¢t nhac di nhac lai mai, khién Chizuko hét
tirc gian lai that vong vo cung trong mot thoi gian dai.

Bdy gio hai vo chong anh da tro chuyén va quyét dinh rang, du gi
Makoto cling sé biét dugc, nén tot hon hét ditng dé né nghe lai tw nguoi
khac, hai vo chong anh sé ti n6i cho thang bé biét khi n6é bwdc sang tudi
mu0oi hai. Nhung chi ba nam sau d6 Chizuko da bi cuép khoi tay Honma.
Thé nén bay gio chinh anh sé phai néi cho thang bé biét. Dau sao cling con
hai nam nita m&i dén thoi diém an dinh.

Isaka dot ngdt cat ngang mach suy nghi cia Honma. “Ban gai cta Jun,
cai co ma cau ta héi cuwédi ay, toi doan co ta khong biét la c6 Shoko Sekine
that t'ng bi pha san?”

“Co 1é co ta kinh ngac hon bat ky ai khac.” Chang trach c6 ta mat cat
khong con hot mau. Pay la mot buwdc nham lan qua nghiém trong.

“Nhung r6i c6 ta nhan ra néu moi ngudi tiép tuc dao sau vu viéc pha san
nam nao, ho sé phat hién ra c6 ta khong phai la ngudi ma c6 ta van mao
nhan. Pay chinh la ly do khién c6 ta chay trén.”

“Lai con voi v0i vang vang nhw ma dudi nita chit.”

“Co6 18 noi c6 ta dén cling chang tot dep hon,” Isaka ndi, cham rai va day
nghiem tuc.

“Em hiéu cdm giac té hai nay. Nhung em van khong hiéu vé gidy tam tra
cua co ta.”

“T6i e la Jun da kha thang than.” Isaka nhan xét. “Co 1€ cau ta da qua
cang thang khi dén dy ban phwong.” Vi Honma khong ké cho Jun nghe
toan bd cau chuyén, ciu ta hoan toan khong nhan thitc dugc tam quan trong
cta viéc dugce giao. “Vi sao uy ban khong yéu cau trung thu may cai gidy

https://thuviensach.vn



tam tru do lai? Chu tich uy ban sé khong xem xét ky tirng don tu dugc, phai
khong nao? Khong ai can biét viéc nay cd. Con gi don gian hon nita?...
Nhung c6 1€ cdu ta khdng mudn bit day dong ring.”

“Khong. Badi vi, rm, day la mot cudc diéu tra bi mat. Va né van dang
gigi han trong pham vi thanh phé Tokyo. Néu moi thi dién tién xa hon,
mot minh em sé khong xoay x& noi. Lic dy em sé nho trg giip.”

“Sao cau khong dén chinh quyén dia phwong trinh bay cau chuyén? Ho
khong giup u?”

“V6 ich thoi. Bam ngudi quan liéu dé rat chat ché khoan nay. Bon ho
budc phai lam thé.”

Isaka ngam nghi hoi 1au, tay chong cam. “Sé ra sao néu c6 mot c6 gai
san san tudi Shoko Sekine dén uy ban va néi, ‘La t6i day!” Cau nghi bon ho
c6 kiém tra chithg minh thw ctia 6 ta khong?”

Honma lac dau. “Em cho rang khong... nhung cling khé ma néi chac
duoc.”

“Vay thi dugc roi, cit nhu thé nay,” Isaka cuwdi vé ranh manh. “Ching ta
sé nhd Hisae phai mot c6 gai ¢ van phong c6 ay tdi iy ban.”

“Khong, ching ta khong lam vay dwgc dau. Nhu thé thi liéu qua!”

“Pay la viéc khan cap, ai médi la ngwdi liéu hon? Toi sé noi chuyén véi
Hisae luon.”

Isaka luc duc ra vé lic khodng mwoi mot gio, nhwvng Honma hau nhw
khong buén ngu, chwa thi ding hon. Anh bat dau xem lwét qua quyén
album anh. Jun va vg sap cuéi c6 vé khong mé chup anh lam. Hai nguoi
bon ho hdn da c6 m6t nam rudi bén nhau véi nhiéu khodnh khac dang nhg
ké tir lic bat dau hen ho, vy ma toan bo s6 anh chwa day mot nita quyén
album. Néu khong thi...

Honma ngirng 1at cac trang dnh. Pay la truong hgp mot nguwdi song trong
trang thai bap bénh, dva vao nhan dang ctia nguwdi khac. C6 nghia la phai
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lu6n canh giac: khong chup anh, khéng dé lai bang chitng. S6 lvgng nguoi
quen cuc ky it i ctia o ta cling phan nao ly gidi cho déu nay. Co ta lu6n
trong tam thé chién dau. Co ta san sang bo di ngay khi bi phéat giac. Honma
nh¢ lai binh xdng dé trong ti d6 & can ho Honancho. Mot chang cong t
bot, khong thao viéc nha nhw Jun sé khong thé doan ra tdc dung cua no,
nhung Honma thi 1ap titc lién hé ra ngay. Cé lan anh da thay Chizuko lam:
dung xang lau sach moi vét dau m& bam trén cay quat bép. Nhd d6 ma
canh quat sang béng. Khong phai la c6 vg sap cudi cta Jun lau chiéc quat
ngay trude khi chay trén, ma déu dan lau chui moi thit moéi ngay. Xoéa sach
sanh sanh, khong dé lai mot dau vét nao.

Sé ra sao néu moi viéc xudi cheo mat mai, va bon ho két hon? S€ ra sao
néu c6 ta bi phat hién sau khi da yén bé gia that? Liéu c6 ta sé van chay
trén?

Anh cuéi cling trong cuén album 1a mét bitc chup can mit. Co ta dang
ding truedc nhitng ngon thap sang 14p lanh cta lau dai Lo Lem thudc khu
vui choi Disneyland Tokyo. C6 1€ la cudc di choi cudi cung ctia ho. Chac
han vao dip Giang sinh hodc dém giao thita nam ngodi. Co6 ta dang cuoi
rang rd. Khoe ham rang dep va déu tam tap.

Honma nhin thdy mot co géi tré dac biét wa sach sé, nhuw chinh ngoai
hinh c6 ta. Anh thdy c6 ta dang hut bui trén san nha, tw dung tua vit trong
h6p dung cu dé lap rap chiéc gia sach, hay dung gié tam xang lau sach canh
quat nha bép.

Chat tay rira cling lam sach, nhung néu muon sach béng thi khéng c6 gi
bang xang. Chizuko thwong néi vay. Nhung vi xang thuwdng lam da c6 dé I
1én, c6 lai phai boi hang 16p kem dudng sau khi lau don. That kho tin mot
nguoi biét nhitng meo vat nha bép hitu hiéu, giong nhw Chizuko, lai c6 mot
qua kht téi tam nhw vay. Honma khong cé théi quen dao x6i nhitng ngay
xtra den t6i ctia cac cO gai tot.

Bat chot c6 tiéng dong sau lung, Honma quay nguoi lai “Con dang lam
gl ngoai nay thé?”
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Makoto ditng trén san nhuw bat ky mot diva bé mudi tudi nao khac, nira
gian doi kim nén, nira run run vi rét.

“Néu ra khéi giwvong thi con phai mdc thém dé vao. Con dinh di toilet
é?”

Khong co 1oi dap.

Honma ha giong. “Con néi di. B6 khéng thé néi chuyén néu con cw
trung ra bo0 mat nhw vay.” Ho6i 1au, Honma chi nghe thay nhip thé cda
Makoto. Qi chao, thing bé lai bi cdm roi, Honma nghi. “Miii con khéi hin
r6i chiy?”

Makoto nhin anh v&i vé mat khong-phai-viéc-cta-bo. “Chua a.”

“Ctt ditng chan tran thé thém mudi phut nita, thé nao con cling sé khut
khit cho ma xem.”

“Con ngo6i nhé?” Makoto hat ham vé phia chiéc ghé. Sau d6 vira cau c6
nhin b6, vira héi lai: “Con ngbi dwgc khong bo?”

“Pugc, con ngoi di!”

Makoto tréo 1én ghé, xoay ra doi dién anh, mat long Ién gian doi. “Bo di
dau ve thé?”

“Pay do thoi.”

“Cai gi thé b6?” Thang bé chi vao quyén album anh.

“Thit b6 muwon dugc cda cha Jun.”

“Chu Jun nho b6 lam gi vay? Viéc gi ma quan trong dén noi bo phai ra
ngoai trong khi van chwa khoi han? Chang phai b6 hita sé & nha cho dén
khi khée hon sao?” Makoto tu6n mot trang nhu tén ban, cudi cung lai liu
lwgi. Chac han thang bé da nghi rat lung khi nam trén giwvong. Dy tinh nén
néi nhitng gi. Nhung dén lic mé miéng noi, né lai quén sach moi thi.
Nhitng gi thoat ra chi con la con gian birng bung.
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“B6 xin 16i,” Honma thang thin noéi. “B6 da khong gitt 16i hita. B6
khong nén lam thé.” Makoto chép mat binh than. “Nhung con hay nghe
cho k¥ nhé, chi Jun dang gap rac r6i, cha ay can duwoc gitp do.”

“Chu Jun chua tirng gitip b6 con minh bat ky chuyén gi. Vay thi sao bo
phai gitp chu ay? Con thay that la nwc cuwoi.”

Vé diém nay, Makoto néi ding hoan toan.
“Con that sy nghi vay a?”
“Véng a-”

“Um, néu ct nhu thé thi ching ta s& khong bao gi® gitip d& bat ky ai gip
kho khan ca.”

Mokoto im ldang, r6i sau mot vai lwgt vo khut khit miii, lai 1én tiéng phan
doi.

“Nhung sao lai phdi la ching ta? Cha Jun khong nho dugc ai khac a?”

“Nhu la ai nao?”

Makoto nghi nggi trong gidy lat. “Nhuw di bao canh sat chang han?”

“Luc nay thi canh sat sé chang nhic nhich ti nao dau. B0 biét chuyén nay
hon ai hét, phai khong?”

Makoto nhip nhip chan s6t rudt. “Chu ay dang tim ai d6 a?”
“Um.”

“Nguoi trong quyén album nay ay a?”

Honma gat dau.

“Con xem dwoc khong bo?”

Makoto mudn xem nguoi da khién bo cau khong git 10i. Honma cho
thang bé xem tam anh cudi cung trong quyén album roéi néi: “Ngwoi nay
nay.”
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Thang bé nhin cham chi vao bic anh. “Cho nay la Disneyland phai
khong b6?”

“Cé 1é thé.”

“Co ay xinh, bo nhi?”

“Con ctling thay thé?”

“B0 thi sao a?”

“Um, chic thé.”

“Con ca la chid Jun nghi c6 ay dep.”
“Han la thé r6i.”

“Co ay bo chd Jun a?”

Honma ngirng mot lac r6i méi 1én tiéng. “N6i nhu thé khong hay ho cho

b4 »

lam.

Makoto cup mat, chan du dwa. Con hon doi cta thang bé da bay bién.
“B0 biét khong, hom nay...” Giong thang bé nho dan.

“Sao co con trai?”

“Pau bat mat tich ro6i.”

Pau 6c von nhanh nhay cia Honma chwa bat nhip kip. Nhitng 16i thang
bé noi ra chang an nhap gi, chi lwét qua tai anh. “Gi cg?”

“Pau bat mat tich r6i bo a. T6i qua n6 khéng vé nha Kazzy. L& né bi bat
coc thi sao b6?”

Pau DAt 1a con ch6 nha Kazzy, giong ché lai. Ba thang trudc, Kazzy va
Makoto tim thdy né trong cong vién. Makoto muon nudi con ché nhung
Honma khong dong y; & khu nha danh cho nguwdi thu nhap thap nay, ban
quan ly khong cho nudi ch6 méo. Hon nita nhan nudi n6 chi t6 bay thém
viéc cho Isaka. Thang bé Kazzy khong biét da lam cach nao thuyét phuc
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duwgc bé me né cho con Pau Dat - con ché dwgce dat tén nhw vay - & cing
ho. Thinh thodng Makoto dén dat n6 di dao vai vong.

“Con bau bat bay gio da 16n r6i,” Honma suy doan. “Péi khi n6 muén &
lai bén ngoai chirng hai, ba dem.”

Trén thuc t€, con ché tén Pau Pat ay da trwdng thanh, nhung nhé minh,
chi can dung mot tay ciing bé n6 1én duge. Cé 1€ n6 hoi lai ché suc, diéu
nay thé hién & tinh cach cua no, rat than thién, gap ngudi la cling vay dudi
tiu tit ca 1én. Mac du dugc day vai tro don gidn nhw bat tay hay cuén minh
lan tron, né van khong bat chwdc dugc, thé nén mdi cé cai tén Pau Dat.
MGt con ché nhw vay dé dang bi bat cit ai du do.

“Con durng lo, c@ chd né mot it thoi gian xem sao. C6 thé sang mai mdi
banh mat n6 da lai veé r6i.”

Vay ra day mdi la nguyén nhan khién Makoto phién long. C6 thé thang
bé kich dong truwdc viéc bo né ra ngoai du chan dang dau, nhung noé ciing
muon dugc chia sé cau chuyén veé chu ché.

“Néu n6 khong veé, con c6 dugce di tim n6 khong a?”

“Bo chang thay c6 ly do gi ngan can con ca.”

Mot ltc sau, Makoto lai 1én tiéng. “B0, b6 cling dang lo lang chuyén ‘co
ban gai cua chud Jun’, phai khong a?”

“Tat nhién roi con trai.”

“Giong nhu con va Pau Dat vay,” Makoto khé gat dau. “Nhung bo dirng
lam viéc qua sitc kéo c0 bac si lai goi dién, bd nhé?”

Chuong trinh vat ly tri liéu cia Honma qua nang né nén cé lan anh bo
qua khong tap, ngay lap tic nit bac si diéu tri cho anh goi dién dén thuyét
gidng mot trang dai. M6t cudc goi hiy hoai hinh dnh ngudi bo 1y twéng.

“B6 ha.”
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Makoto chi tic ludi roi tregt xuong khéi ghé. “Oi 6i, con xin 16i!” Thing
bé néi khi khuyu tay né cham vao lam quyén album roi khoi ban. N6 nhoai
ngwoi nhat album anh 1én thi m6t tdm anh roi ra. Honma véi ldy. Mot tdm
anh Polaroid chup mot ngoi nha, géc chinh dién va chiém toan bd khung
hinh.

“Cai gi vay bo?” Makoto héi, ngong co xem.

Do la hinh anh mot ngoi nha ¢ ngoai 6 dugce xay dung theo phong cach
phuwong Tay la mat. Nhitng bitc twong c6 mau nau s6 c6 la, cita chinh va
ctra s6 son vién trong. Nhitng bon hoa duwgc x€ép hai bén hang hién. Mai nha
nghiéng nghiéng nhw vanh mi mét quy co, diém trén d6 la mét 6 ctira nhé
xinh. Can canh bitc anh theo chiéu tr phai sang trai la hai nguwdi phu ni.
Duwong nhu ca hai déu biét may anh huwéng vé phia minh khi di ngang qua
ngoi nha. Mot ngwdi mat nhin thang, ngwdi con lai quay dau vé phia dng
kinh, ban tay gio Ién nhw thé dang vay chao. Bon ho cling mdc chan vay
mau xanh da trdi va do vét cuing mau, so mi dai tay mau trang, dai no buém
& c6 c6 mau hat dé. Co 1€ 1a dong phuc.

M4t ngoi nha va hai phu nit. Soi ky hon, & goc trén bén phia trai tdim anh
la mot mang trdi xanh ngat. Va mot toa thap kim loai. Chi c6 mot phan nhé
toa thap d6 hién dién trong anh, trong thodng choc Honma nghi anh da
nhan ra né: phai chang la c6t dén tai mot san thi dau bong chay?

M@ lai quyén album lan nita, Honma thay tdm anh dé dwoc gidu trong
mot ngan nhé cua bia trong - ngan cat gitt phim am ban, dwgc lam bang
gidy chan sang. Thao nao lic tredc anh khong dé y.

Doi Makoto tré lai giwong, Honma bat dau nghién cttu tdm anh Polaroid.
Toan b anh chup mat tréc mot ngoi nha, chi cé6 chitng dé6 ma thoi. Bat
chgt c6 hai phu nit ngau nhién lot vao khung hinh. Chac han Ia thé, néu
khong ho phai c6 kha nang dién xuat qua tot. Khong, ré rang ngoi nha mai
la d6i twong chinh cuaa bitc hinh. Vay thi tai sao c6 ta lai giit n6? Cé phai la
nha cda c6 ta? Néu dung thi c6 thé coi day la m6t manh moi. Con dai anh
sang @ ria birc anh thi sao? Mot ng6i nha & gan san van dong? Qua it 6i dé
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xac dinh dia diém. R6t cudc trén dat nwdc Nhat Ban nay, cé bao nhiéu san
van dong?

Quyét dinh gitr lai birc Polaroid cung véi tam dnh chup can mat vg sap
cwdi cta Jun, Honma kep chiing vao cuén s6 ghi chép khi chiéc dong ho
ctc cu trong phong Makoto diém mudi hai gio dém.
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Chuong 8

Mu’b’i gio sang hom sau, Hisae Isaka xuat hién v4i mdy ban sao s6 hd
khau va gidy tam tri. M4 chi wng hong vi tiét trdi lanh budt. Hoi thé cia
chi nhw déng bang trong khéng khi, trang nhw mau doi giay dé mém md&i
toanh ma chi dang di. V&i mot ngudi 1ai chiéc Audi dé ruc, kiém dua tién
thué mot thw ky cung ba nhan vién thiét ké, cach phuc trang ctia chi cé thé
coi la kha gian di.

“Co bé Rie ¢ van phong toi di 14y vé. Qua thuc chi can tdi dé va néi ‘La
toi day!’. Chang thé nao don gidn hon dwgc nita.” Chi vira néi vira cdi
chiéc 4o khoac mau vang mu tat.

Vira nhin thdy Honma & bép, Hisae thot 1én, “Oi troi! Trong cau nhu tu
nhan chién tranh vira dwgc giai ciru tiv dau vé vay!”

Htrm, c6 1é vira r6i anh nén cao rau thi hon, Honma nghi, tay xoa xoa
cam. Nhung anh cam thdy hom nay khéng hé té chut nao. “Trong em mét
moi dén thé sao?” Anh hoi.

“Khong, khong phai, hoan toan ngugc lai mdi dang.”

Hisae trdn an anh. “Trong cau tré hon hang mdy tudi dy. Chac cau bi
giam long & nha qua rau roi.”

“Nhat 1a khi cau ta vira ném trai vi ngot tw do ngoai kia,” Isaka buéc vao
va b6 sung, tay cam chiéc phat tran.

“Cling ding. Thit duy nhat thudc thé gigi bén ngoai ma em dwoc tiép xuc
trong mot thdi gian dai chinh 1a chiéc Nautilus.”

“Chiéc gi co?”
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“Chi biét day, ddm mdy ct ta ay. Ho bat phai dung dé lam vat 1y tri liéu.”

“O1” Hisae no6i. “Ho dit tén cho no theo tén i quai vat a?” T chiéc tai
xach ngoai cd, chi rit ra tdim gidy tam tra dung trong chiéc phong bi cta co
quan cong quyén, cung vdi ban tom tat ho khau dé trén ban. Chi gat dau
xac nhan. “Pay ty cau kiém tra di. Pt moi thit cau yéu cau nhé.”

Gidy tam tru tai Honancho, cdp cho Shoko Sekine, nguoi cw ngu don
than:

CHU HOQ: Shoko Sekine

DIA CHI: Honancho 3-4-5,

Qudn Suginami, Tokyo

O cbt “Nguoi tam tri (1)” c6 viét:

TEN (Tén, ho): Shoko Sekine

Ngay sinh: 14 thang Chin nam 1964

Gioi tinh: Nir

Quan hé voi chu ho: Chu ho

Ho6 khdu thuong tri: Honancho 3-4-5, Qudn Suginami, Tokyo
Chuyén dén vao ngay 1 thang Tu nam 1990,

Tir Minamimachi 2-5-2, Tinh Saitama, Thanh phé Kawaguchi

Dbiéu nay c6 nghia s kién 0 ta roi khoi Kawaguchi dién ra ngay sau khi
dén gdp luat sw Mizoguchi vao ngay 25 thang Giéng, cach day hai nam.
Cong viéc méi tai Cong ty Cung wng May moc va Thiét bi Imai cling bat
dau vao quang dé. C6 mot diéu chac chan la sy thay d6i ngoai hinh cia
Shoko dién ra truéc thang Tw nam 1990.

“Cudn s6 hd khau cho biét c6 ta sinh & Utsunomiya,” Honma chi ra.
“Nhung co ta viét ‘“Tokyo’ la dia chi thwong trd trén ban so yéu ly lich...
nhuw vay nguoi doc sé nghi c6 ta am chi dia chi mdi dang ky khi chuyén di.

https://thuviensach.vn



Nhung chi y ma xem, ddy khong phdi la 1y do. Thuc ra c6 ta bat dau cudn
s0 ho khau caa chinh c6 ta.”

HO GIA PINH: Honancho 3-4-5, Qudn Suginami, Tokyo
NGUOI PANG KY CHINH: Ba Shoko Sekine

CHI TIET PANG KY: Ldp hé méi, ngay 1 thang Tu ndm 1990
(Pad dong dau)

THONG TIN CA NHAN

Sinh ngay 14 thang Chin nam 1964 tai Ichozakacho, Tinh Tochigi, Thanh
pho Utsunomiya, dugc bo ba Sekine dang ky vao ngay 20 thdng Chin ndm
1964

(Pad dong dau)

X6a khoi hé khdu gia dinh Shoji Sekine, Ichozakacho 2001, Tinh Tochigi,
Thanh ph6 Utsunomiya vao ngay 1 thdng Tu’ ndm 1990

(Pad dong dau)

GIA DINH

Cha: Ong Shoji Sekine, dd mdt

Me: Ba Yoshiko Sekine, dd mat

Quan hé: vai Con gdi

Chu1 ho: Tén Shoko

NGAY SINH: 14 thdng Chin ndm 1964

Xem xét ky hon, chuyén nay lién quan t&i viéc 1ap ho khau méGi chi
khong chi chuyén tit noi & cii sang dia diém sinh song mdi, danh sach cac
dia chi dugc liét ké kem theo chi c6 ding dong dia chi méi nhat:

DIA CHI: Honancho 3-4-5, Qudn Suginami, Tokyo
NGAY BEN: Ngay 1 thdng Tu ndm 1990
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TEN: Shoko

Toan bo chi c6 thé. Ban danh sach cac dia chi von dé xac dinh dia diém
cu tru caa chu hg, vi thé thdi ky ¢ Utsunomiya ma bd c6 ta la chu gia dinh
khong dugc dinh kém. Tuy nhién, néu tim dwgc quyén so ho khau dirng tén
bd cb ta, moi viéc sé sang td, ké ca nhitng dia diém md&i ma c6 Shoko that
xin cdp gidy tam tri moi khi chuyén noi sinh song, trudc khi ké mao nhan
co xuat hién va thiét 1ap ho khau riéng. Va dia chi cudi cung trong danh
sach cac dia chi mdi sé la: Minamimachi 2-5-2, tinh Saitama, thanh pho
Kawaguchi - noi Shoko that song khi lam viéc & quan bar Lahaina va tdi
héi y kién luat sw Mizoguchi xem liéu c¢6 c6 dwgc nhan tién bao hiém cua
me minh khong. Mai mé nghién ngam nhitng cdt tw liéu, Honma cam thay
hai canh tay bat dau té ran.

“Co thé t0i da doc hoi nhiéu, nhung...” Hisae khé noi.
‘(Gi a?”

“Co vé rat la. Co ta khong théa man véi viec muon tén ho Shoko Sekine,
ma muon moi thi bién thanh cua c6 ta, ké ca nhitng chi tiét vun vat nhat.”

“Y chi 1a nhitng tha tuc dé 1ap ho khau méi?” Honma ciing c6 linh tinh
nhuw chi.

“B0i thé mdi c6 phan khai ‘Da mat’ & muc vé b6 me c6 ta. Thuc té
nguoi khai phai yéu cau co quan chinh quyén ghi vao.”

“That vay sao?” Isaka hai.

“Vang, em biét vi h6i me mat, ho da hoi em c6 mudn dwa thém cum tir
‘Da mat’ vao canh tén ba hay khong.”

Honma cau mat nhin dam giay to.

“Nhung sao c6 ta lai lao dau vao da sy phién nhiéu thé nhi?” Hisae noi
tiép. “Mot dang tuyén bo ca nhan chang? Co ta la ngwdi duy nhat duoc ké
tén trong s6 hd khau. C6 thé c6 ta khong muon cé mdi lién quan dén bé me
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nguoi khac, hodc 1a... Oi 6i, c6 1& em dd doc qua nhidu roi, phai khong
anh?” Cau cudi nay danh cho choéng cua chi.

Honma liéc nhin nhitng cum tr “Da mat” thém lan nita. Nhitng 10i Hisae
vlra no6i chang hé cuwong diéu chit nao. Tén ho va b6 me ngwoi khac. Mua
lai hay tiép quan. Dau sao c6 ta ciing xoay x@ duwgc va ngay cang hién hitu
chan thuc hon.

“Nhung hay nghi ky lai di. Ngwoi ta khong thé dé dang lan theo dau vét
mot nguwdi hoan toan la mat dwoc,” Isaka noi, doi vai hoi xu6i xuéng cho
thay anh ta dang lo lang.

“Khong hé dé, nhung khong phéi la khong thé néu anh chon ding
duong,” Honma dap.

“Con nita, ngoai hd khau... Néu cau theo dudi vu nay, cau sé phai tim
hiéu ca nhitng van dé nhuw bao hiém va trg cdp xa hoi nita, dung khong?”

“Téat ca déu dugc t6 chitc theo don vi phwong xa. Hién nay bao hiém sitc
khoe, it nhat la loai do chti doanh nghiép dong, dwoc 1ap dwva trén tén va dia
chi dwoc liét ké trén ban ly lich khi ngwoi lao dong ndp don xin viéc. Mién
sao dia chi dwgc chitng thue, do la tat ca thu tuc can thiét. Sau do, néu
nguoi lao dong nghi viéc, anh ta sé dwgc mac dinh rit tén khoi cong ty cli
va tiép tuc dwgc déng bao hiém & cong ty md@i. Vao ngay cudi cung lam
viéc, tham chi anh ta sé phai tra lai thé bao hiém. Vi thé rat kho long sw
dung thé cua ngudi khac, nhw vay khong can phai kiém tra ky lwong khoan

»

nay.

Hisae thady chong nhin minh do hoi, chi gat dau tra 16i. “Co Rie lo toan
bo gidy td ¢ van phong,” chi néi. “Bon em khong can phai theo sat lam gi.”

Honma tiép tuc, “Néu anh dong bao hiém y té dwéi danh nghia ca nhan
thay vi loai do chu doanh nghiép dong, nguwoi ta sé dwa trén gidy tam tra
cta anh. Vi thé khi chuyén di va dén song & dia diém mdi, anh chi can
chithg minh dwgc minh da rat thé bado hiém & noi cii r6i - cho du la loai
hinh bdo hiém y té do c4 nhan dong hay bat ct loai nao khac. Trg cap xa
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héi hoat dong theo guong twong tw. Hé thong kiém soat cling rat long 1éo.
Mac du c6 vé ai ai cling dang ky xin trg cdp xa hoi, van c6 nhiéu nguoi
khong lam thé.”

Isaka nhin mdy t¢ gidy trong khi Honma tiép tuc gidi thich.

“Khi c6 Shoko Sekine that song & Kawaguchi, co ta lam viéc & m6t quan
bar. Nhw vay c6 nhiéu kha nang c6 ta dong bao hiém y té c4 nhan chi
khong phai loai nao khac. C6 nang Shoko gia lai c6 mot thé bao hiém méi
& Cong ty Imai khi c6 ta vao lam & do. Lic bay gio tat ca nhitng gi co ta
can lam la dwa tdm thé bdo hiém dén uy ban phuwdong Kawaguchi va néi,
“T6i c6 viéc lam r6i, toi mudn ngirng dong bao hiém sitc khée.” C6 thé ho
sé tinh toan doi chut dé can doi so6 sach khi cham dit bao hiém. Mot vai 1oi
lich sy néi v6i nhau, vay la co6 ta xong viéec.”

“Hum...”

“Van dé chinh la trong bat c truong hgp nao,” khi ¢6 ta dén phuwdong va
néi, “T6i muodn ngirng dong bao hiém y t€, bon ho sé khong kiém tra xem
nguwoi ditng do co that la nguwdi trong anh trén gidy to khong. Liéu cé ai
mdy may nghi ngd gi ch¥? Anh chi can mang theo anh ctia minh, cung v&i
thé bao hiém y té, vay la da da tw cach. Mién la khong c6 dau hiéu trai
nguoc ve gidi tinh va tudi tac, da phan moi nguoi déu c6 thé budc vao, gia
stt ho da c6 da gidy to can thiét, va néi “La toi day”, ho lap tic sé dugc
tham gia hay rut khoi nhitng loai hinh nhw thé chi trong vai phiit. Bao hiém
y t€, 1ap s6 ho khau méi khi két hon, xin gidy tam trd khi chuyén dia diém
sinh song, tat cd déu nhw nhau ca tho6i.”

Co thé ho sé soi gidy to cta anh, nhwng ho khéng thém nhin mét anh dén
lan th¢ hai. Anh sé hoan tat trét 1ot chi véi mot diéu kién duy nhat: nguoi
that sy mang danh tinh d6 khong dén qudy ray.

Isaka tram ngdm suy ngam. Dwong nhw anh ta dang tim diém so had trong
ban ké hoach cta c6 ta. “Nhung néu mét nguwdi mua bao hiém y té ca nhan
thi sao? Chang 1é ho khong kiém tra xem liéu dé c6 phai cung mdt nguoi?
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Du sao di nita thi cac dai ly bao hiém & nhitng noi nhw vay von cé biét tai
nhd mat nguoi, phai khong nao?”

Honma ngam nghi mot lic ro6i lac dau. “Ngay nay da phan tién dong phi
bao hiém dwgc ty dong khau trir vao tai khoan ngan hang. Tat ca nhitng gi
anh can lam la c6 so tiét kiém va thanh toan dinh ky. Tham chi khi hop
dong bao hiém hét han, anh chi can gia han la dwgc. Vi vay anh chang bao
gio can tryc tiép dén dai ly. Hon nita c6 nhan vién dai ly nao nhé dugc
guong madt cia mot khach hang t* muwoi hay muoi lam nam trude chir?”

Hisae gat gu. “Néu nhat gan thi anh chi can huy hgp dong bao hiém la
xong. Tat nhién dai 1y bao hiém sé khong thich thé va ra sitc chéo kéo anh,
nhwng mién la anh c6 giay to hgp 1€, bon ho sé chang mat cong truy dén tan
nguon dau.”

Honma nhin chi. “Nhung van c¢6 mot manh m6i dé lan theo. S& Lao
dong.” Theo 10i c6 gai ¢ Cong ty Imai, “Shoko Sekine” néi rang co ta
chuyén lam viéc ban thoi gian cho dén khi téi dang ky vdi S& Lao dong vao
thang tv nam 1990. Nhung sy viéc nay khong khap vdi nhitng 10i vi luat sw
ké v6i Honma. “Luat s Mizoguchi n6i Shoko Sekine that da lam viéc toan
thoi gian tai Cong ty Thuvong mai Kasai vao nam 1983. Bay nam sau, nguoi
déong gia Shoko bat dau lam viéc & Cong ty Imai va dén B6 phan Tiép nhan
Pon tr & S& Lao dong. Chac chan ho da khong kiém tra, néu khong co ta
gdp phién toai r6i.”

“T6i c6 thé bdo nhan vién ctia minh goi téi do héi xem,” Hisae noi, “...
du t6i cho rang sé khong c6 gi ngoai mot cai tén va mot ma so6. T6i van ban
khoan khong biét liéu ngudi ta c6 thé xin dang ky dugc khong khi chi néi
dé6 la cong viéc dau tién cua ho.”

Néu c6 thé thong qua S& Lao dong xac nhan duwgc c6 hai ban ho so cna
Shoko Sekine, sinh ngay 14 thang Chin nam 1964, nhuw vay sé chan chac
khang dinh dwgc buwdc chuyén. Béi vi ngwoi ta du c6 dé quén dén dau thi
cling kho long quéen dugc trede day minh da tirng di lam ¢ dau hay chwa.
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“Co nang Shoko Sekine that nghi viec & Cong ty Thuong mai Kasai vao
lic nao?” Hisae hoi.

“Co 1€ ngay trudc khi tuyén bé pha san. Cac chu ng han da gay ap lyc div
qua nén co6 ta khong thé tiép tuc ¢ lai d6.”

“Nhuw vay sém nhat cling vao quang nam 1986.” Hisae noi. “Chac la
dwgc thoi. S& Lao dong lwu cac loai gidy td trong vong bdy nam tré lai, mot
nguoi ban t6i lam ké toan tirng ké thé.”

Trong khi Honma ghi chép so lvgc, Isaka bat than vo dét tay bat cudi.
“Nay, thé con ho chiéu hay bang lai thi sao? May thit gidy t& nay cling can
c6 anh thé chit nhi? Chi can xem ching la biét c6 sy trdo déi hay khong,
phai khong nao?”

Honma yén lang. Vi thé Hisae 1ap lai cau héi cta chong chi. “Jun
Kurisaka nha cau c6 xem may loai gidy to d6 khéng?”

“Khong, van chwa.”

Isaka da ghi diém! Nhung néu Shoko Sekine that c6 bang lai thi c6 vo
sap cudi cua Jun Kurisaka van sé bao c¢6 ta khong biét 1ai xe. Mot tdam bang
lai xe la tht cudi cung c6 ta mudn cé. Cé6 nang “Shoko” cua Jun ciing
khong bao gid c6 y dinh di trang mat & nwdc ngoai. Bdi chi can mot tdm
anh nho, cudc choi sé ha man.

“Em sé diéu tra thém & Kawaguchi, dia diém cudi cung ma Shoko that da
song.” Honma tuyén bd, chi vao dong dia chi trén to gidy tam trd. “Cling
chang mat gi khi tim hiéu thém do6i chit vé cudc song cta c6 ta vao quang
thoi gian do.”

Hisae liéc vé phia chong. “Dém qua, khi dugc nghe toan bo cau chuyén,
em da c6 mot dw cdm khung khiép...” Chi thd nhan.

Isaka quan sat gwong mat vg. “Khting khiép?”

“Chi mu6n néi vé chuyén xdy ra hai nam tre6c?” Honma héi.
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Hisae khé cau mat, gat dau. “Thoi diém me Shoko Sekine qua doi. Va
khoan tién bao hiém cua ba xuat hién.”

“Va néu Shoko dé mat téi khodn tién do...” Isaka noi tiép.

“Khong, khong phai nhw thé.” Honma noi, day lui cai ghé dé ding day.
“Mon tién do khong phai 1a van dé chinh. Gia dinh Sekine chi con mot me
mot con. Khi ba me qua doi, sé chang con ai & bén Shoko nita.”

Mot c6 gai vGi dac diém noi bat nhat 1a thiéu vang tinh than. Mot co gai
ma néu bién mat sé khong c6 ai c6 gang di tim.

That 1a mot sy trung hogp qua hoan hédo, Hisae c6 y mudn néi nhw vay.
Pung nhw nhitng gi Honma da nghi su6t dém hom qua. Ban dau la gia dinh
Shoko, r6i dén lugt co ay.

Khi Hisae ditng day, chi noi vGi chong, “Co 1€ anh nén don dep sém cho
xong, chung minh con di an trwa voi nhau ntta. Trong luc cho doi, em sé
ch@ cau 4y ra ga.” Sac hong wng trén guwong mat chi khi buéc vao nha da
bién mat tu bao gio.
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Chuong 9

Kawaguchi Co-op la mot tda chung cw bon tang cii k§ vdi hai cira hang
nho & tang trét, bién hiéu cta ching trng ra ngay mat tién. Mot ctra hang
phuc vu xuyén dem trong sach sé sang stra, ro rang vira duwgc tan trang, ctra
hang con lai la mot tiém ca phé cé tén goi Bacchus nhin ra duong véi
nhitng 6 ctta s6 phu mau xam xit.

Cudc diéu tra chép nhoang trudc khi dén gap chu toa nha. Cau bé ding
quay thu ngan & ctra hang mé xuyén dém c6 vé nhanh nhen, nhung Honma
quyét dinh bat dau tr tiém ca phé Bacchus tredc. Nhan vién nhitng ctra
hang phuc vu xuyén dém thwong doi ca. Bon ho da phan 1a “ci dém” hodc
ai biét viéc nguwoi ndy va thwong khong nhay tin, nhat la nhitng viéc xay ra
quanh khu vire. M6t lan, trong mot vu trém c6 vii trang, Honma da ghé qua
vai ctta hang quanh d6 nhwng nhitng ngwoi thu tién hau nhuw chang nhé chut
nao vé dién mao cac khach hang, cit diém nhién, mac ké nhitng viéc dién ra
& ngoai pho.

Mot tdm bién PONG CUA treo bén ngoai tiém Bacchus, nhung ctra van
mé&. Honma cét tiéng goi khi budc vao. Mot ¢6 bé cuing mot nguwdi dan 6ng
trung tudi dang cwoi néi sau quay thu tién danh mat nhin. Tay ho phu bot
xa phong dén tan khuyu.

“Xin 16i, tiém chiing t6i van chita mé ctta,” nguwdi dan 6ng ndi giong lao
khao, c6 tay chui 1én mat dé lai mot dwong bot trang trén hang ria dugc cat
tia gon ghé.

Honma ngtrng lai ngay ctra va trinh bay: anh dang tim ai d6 biét mét phu
nit tirng song trong toa nha nay. Liéu ho cé thé chi gitp anh nén tim chu
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nha hay ngudi quan ly ¢ dau khong.

“T6i 1a cha nha day,” nguoi dan ong noi, 1ay khan lau kho tay trong khi
buwdc ra, dé lai minh c6 bé véi dam ly chén. “Anh bao nguoi dé tirng song &
day, cu thé la bao 1au r6i?”

“Nam 1990. Mé6i nam kia thoi. Toi dam chac c6 ay séng & day vao
quang thang Tw. Phong 401. Tén co dy la Shoko Sekine, lam viéc & quan

»

bar.

“Hirm.” Nguoi dan 6ng nheo nheo mat, nhin k§¥ Honma mdt lugt. “Anh
biét nhiéu diéu vé c6 ta nhi. Vay anh la ho hang cta c6 Sekine a?”

Honma lai “bon cii soan lai”. Nguwoi dan 6ng gat dau roi quay sang bao
cd bé dang rira ly chén. “Akemi, con di goi me xudng day nhé? Bao me
mang theo so sach cho thué nha nita. Nhanh 1én day!”

“Vang vang!” C6 bé noi roi lao vit ra khoi quay, chiéc vay ngan ciin dé
16 cap chan thon dai tuyét dep. Vi vira nghe va biét hai ngwdi nay la bo va
con gai, néu khong chac anh da nghi sai vé ho.

“M0i ngoi!” Nguwoi dan ong ngbi xudng, khoat tay vé chiéc ghé bén
canh. Ong ta luc tdi tim r6i chdm mot diéu thudc. Honma chia danh thiép
cta anh ra. Nguwoi dan 6ng lai s tdi lan nita, nhung khong tim thdy hop
dung danh thiép.

“Chac toi hét danh thiép roi. Toi tén la Konno,” 6ng ta néi, moi bap bap
diéu thudc.

“Xin 16i da quay ray anh. Chac cac anh sap md cira hang.” Luc nay cling
da gan mwoi mot gio trua.

Konno pha lén cudi lac dau. “Cho ching to6i phuc vu theo nhu cau caa
khach la chinh. Chi can dat phong hat 1a sé dugc phuc vu tan rang.” Tiém
ca phé nho nay trong giong mot quan bar hon. Gia dé ly treo day céac thir do
lru niém, mat trén quay phti mau den nhanh. M6t géc phong phu rém kin
bung. Co 1€ & goc do6 ho dat bo dan am thanh néi.
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“Anh c6 nhé chut gi vé co Shoko Sekine nay khong?”

“Um, thé nay nhé, t6i khong quan 1y viéc cho thué nha ma giao lai toan
bd cho vog. Ba dy sé xudng ngay bay gio day.”

bPung lic ay Akemi trd lai, nhw dang dan duong. Twa vao cira sau cua
tiém, cO bé goi to: “Bo oi! Me bao dan chu ay Ién. Me suyt nhdy dwng khi
con no6i chua ay la ngwoi than caa co Sekine.”

Nobuko Konno ngoi trong mot can phong chat hep, xung quanh ngon
ngang s6 sach. Ngoai tda nha nay, gia dinh bon ho con c6 hai cong trinh
cho thué khéc, ba Konno mét minh quén 1y tat cd. Ong Konno din Honma
l1én cho ba vg, r6i quay xudng nha luén. Mot tay dé chiu néu b6t di mot
chit xam xi trén mat.

Vira bat dau cau chuyén dugc mot Iic, ba Nobuko da 16i ra mot thung
gidy to bang c& thung thwong dung hoa qua. Trén d6 in tén cong ty
Roseline cung biéu twong bong hong, tat ca déu c6 mau hong. “Sudt thoi
gian vira qua t6i phai gitt may mén do nay. Toi khong biét nén lam gi vai
ching.” Ba vo nhe trén nap hop. “Co Sekine bo lai khi chuyén di, t6i thi
khong muén vitt do cua ngudi khac.”

“Trong nay co gi vay?”

Ba Nobuko nhuwéng may, cap may thanh ti khong hé ké chi. “Thyc ra c6
ta bo lai tat ca do dac khi roi di. Tat ca.”

Honma hoi cti nhin. “Co ta di ma khong noi nang gi ca a?”

Nobuko gat manh dau. “C6 ta dé lai mot manh gidy nhan. N6i rang c6 ta
chang co6 gi khac ngoai van rui, nén sé 1én Tokyo dé tim kiém co hdi mai.
Nho t6i it hét do ctia ¢6 ta di. Um, toi ké anh nghe nhé, gia dinh tdi cho
thué nha bao nhiéu nam nay ro6i, nhung day la lan dau tién t6i gap mot
khach tro nhu thé.”

“Co ta chi mang theo mot tui hanh ly thoi a?”

“T6i nghi thé. Toi cling khong r6.”
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“Vay chi khong gap co ta?”

“Khong. Chung t6i khong séng & toa nha nay. Nhung sang hom ay c6
nguoi nhét mot phong thu & hop thu cua tiém. Cung vdi chia khoa phong.”

“Viéc do xay ra lac nao vay?”

Nobuko 1ay ra mot tap ho so ngén ngon cac loai giay to, dong chir “Tién
cho thué toa nha Kawaguchi Co-op” dugc viét trén gidy bang but chi. “Vao
nam 1990, hai nadm truge. Oi trdi, that kho tin 1a chuyén da 1au thé roi!”

Shoko Sekine da dén gap vi luat su vao ngay 25 thang Giéng ciing nam
dé. “Nguoi thay thé c6 vao lam ¢ Cong ty Imai va thué can hd Honancho
vao thang Tw.” Cudn s6 hé khau mdi duge dang ky vao ngay 1 thang Tuw.
Nhu vay hai nguoi phu nit da déi vi tri - hodc c6 Shoko that da bién mat...
“Vao khoang thang Ba phai khong?”

Nobuko lwét qua gidy to r6i gat dau. “bung vay, ngay 18 thang Ba. Mot
ngay Chua nhat. Nhu t6i néi lic ndy ddy, sang hom 4y t6i tim thdy 16i nhan
cO ta dé lai.”

Co ta roi khoi day vao thit Bay. Vit lai toan bo do ndi that va do dac ca
nhan, ra di mot minh, khong chao chu nha dén mot cau...

“T6i xem qua 10i nhan cda c6 ta dwgc khéng?”

“Xin 16i, t6i khong nghi tGi viéc gitt lai to gidy.”

Htrm, ciling chang c6 gi dang ngac nhién, Honma nghi. “Co6 ta cé phai
kiéu ngwdi ma chi muén cho thué nha khéng? Hoi bira bon, hay...”

Nobuko nghiéng dau nhuw nhat nhanh nhitng chi tiét trong tri nhg.
“Khong, khong hin. Bsi thé nén ti kha bat ngd. Y t6i 1a thinh thodng cb ta
vt rdc ra ngoai vao ban dém, hay buwdc chan 16c cdec khi 1én cau thang
nhitng ltic vé khuya. Nhung dé chi 1a nhitng viéc vat ma thoi.”

“C0 ta c6 dong tién dang han khéng?”

“Cé. béu nhw vat chanh. Khong hé tré hen lan nao.”
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“Co ta lam ¢ mot quan bar, t6i nghi thé. Biéu nay cé gay phién toai khi
cd ta chuyén t6i day s6ng khong?”

Nobuko mim cwdi. Nét cwdi noi anh mat khién gwong mat ba ta thém
phan xinh dep. “Néu t6i dé tdm dén nhitng chuyén do thi chac sé chang c6
ai thué nha. Chung toi thu tién ba thang mot va thdo hgp dong véi nhitng
diéu khoan kha chat ché. Vi thé nén néu van trong gidi han, ching toi
khong can thiép dén sinh hoat cia ngudi thué tro du & nha hay ché lam.”
Ba Konno la mo6t phu nit lam kinh doanh. Ba ta khong hé trang diém, hinh
nhur khong nhéan ra vé cudn hit ctia chinh minh. “Nhin chung c¢6 ta kha
dwgc. Mot ngudoi & tro ly twdng, toi nghi thé. Moi khi gap toi, co ta déu cat
10i chao trude.”

Nhung khong hé bao trwdc, co ta bién mat, dé lai toan bd tai san cua
minh.

biéu nay khong thé coi 1a mot dau hiéu to6t dwgc, Honma nghi. Néu
Shoko that da ban dt ho khau ctia minh thi viéc gi phéi lan mat tam nhw
thé? ft ra c6 ta ciing phai chao ba chii nha mot tiéng chi.

Ngay 17 thang Ba hai nam vé trudc la ngay cudi cung noi nay con dau
vét ctia Shoko. Thé roi ngay ngay dau thang ti€p theo, mot phu nit khac bat
dau song tai Honancho vd&i cung cai tén ay. Honma bat dau cam thiy nén
nao trong nguwoi. Bé y thdy Nobuko van dang nhin minh nén anh quyét dinh
héi vé thung gidy. “T6i xem qua dugc khong?”

“Tat nhién roi.” Nobuko dat cai thung 1én ban, r6i m& nap ra. “Do6 noi
that toi da ban hodc cho khiéng ra ngoai dé nguwoi khac t6i 1dy. Nhung may
th nay, tm...”

Ciling chang c6 gi may. Ba cudn bang cassette, nam dbi bong tai ré tién.
Mot chiéc tram cai dau kham ngoc trai trong mét chiéc hop nhd. Mot cuén
s6 mau vang ghi cac khodn chi tiéu, chi méi viét dugce ding mot trang. Mot
tam thé bao hiém y t€&, hét han vao ngay 31 thang Ba nam 1990, 1ay dia chi
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can ho nay. Thé khach hang cia mot tiém lam dep da nhau nat. Hai cudn
sach, déu la tiéu thuyét lich sit. M6t ban kiém ké ngan gon thé thoi.

“MaAy cudn bang cassette nay...?”

“Bang nhac, t6i doan thé. Cé lan con bé nha t6i thir bat 1én. N6 bao hinh
nhu bang nay thu lai chwong trinh radio.”

Ngoai ra, chi c6 mot vai t@ bao lat vat. Mot cudn sach chi dan bia mém
ctia mot bénh vién & Tokyo c6 nhan dé “Gui t6i cac bénh nhan”. Bén trong
kep mét t0 hda don xuat ngay thang Bady nam 1988 dé tén Shoko Sekine:
Phi tw van bénh nhan ngoai trd. Khong c6 gi ndi bat ngoai trir mot s6 dién
thoai viét nguéch ngoac bén Ié bang buit bi.

“So dién thoai nay,” anh chi tay vao do, “chi da thir goi chwa?”

Nobuko gat dau. “T4t nhién la r6i. T6i nghi c6 thé dé 1a s6 ctia ban c6
ta.”
“Va két qua 1a?”
Chi ta g0 nhe trén thung gidy. “Pay la thit t6i c6 dugc.”
“Ha?”

“Roseline. Mot cong ty nhan ddat hang qua mang. T6i doan la co6 Sekine
doc dugc tin quang cao trong phong cho bénh vién va ghi voi vao do. Sau
dé6 co6 1é bon ho gri danh muc san pham t6i cho o ta.”

Honma lai nhin trén nap thung cac téng. “Pay la tén ctia cong ty nhan
dat hang qua mang a?”

“Pung thé, nhung téi nghi canh dan 6ng chuéng hon. Bon ho ban nhitng
‘mén riéng tu”’, tat ngan va cac mat hang twong tw.”

“Mon rieng tu?”

“A, chiing thuong dwgc goi 1a quan xi,” chi ta vira néi vira cudi.
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Bén dudi cudn sach hwéng dan cia bénh vién la mot to budm quang céo
dat nghia trang. Nghia trang Green Grove ¢ Utsunomiya.

“Co thé c6 ta dinh mua mot 6 dat cho me minh?” Nobuko néi ra nhitng
diéu Honma dang tham nghi trong dau.

“Vay chi biét vé cai chét ctia me c6 ta?”

“Chac chan roi. Khi c6 ta chuyén tdi day song, me co ta cung ky hgp
dong thué nha, véi tw cach la ngwoi bao dam. Vi thé c6 bé Sekine nghi can

A AN13

cho t6i biét khi me c0 ta qua doi.
“Vi mot tai nan, néu td6i nhé dung?”

Nobuko c6 vé tram lang han. “Hinh nhuw ba ay bi nga cau thang & gan

nha.”

“0 Utsunomiya.”

“Pung thé. Me c6 ta song mot minh & d6. Van ngay ngay lam viéc. Ba
ay rat khoe manh, t6i kha la an twong.”

“Vay con co Sekine, c6 ay bi xao tron tridc cai chét cia ba me chir?”

“Pung vay, su kién nay la mot cu séc qua 1én. Co 1é con chan dong hon
vi binh thwdng hay me con ho khéng hoa hgp cho lam.”

Nghe khong may hop ly, Honma nghi. Néu Shoko that khong gan giii
v6&i ba me va khong cé y dinh tré vé thi sao lai chon song & thanh phd
Kawaguchi nay, noi chi can mot lan chuyén tau la vé dén nha? Jun noi c6 ta
khong thich ké vé qué huwong, nhung do la ¢c6 Shoko khac, ké gid mao,
nguwoi khong hé mudn bén mang lai gan Utsunomiya.

Honma dat cAc mén do trd vao thung réi hoi, “Chi gitt giip may th nay
thém mot thoi gian dugc khong?”

“Téat nhién la dugc ch. Nhung t6i mong anh bao cho t6i khi tim ra c6

»

ta.

“Toi htra.”
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“Moi tht ¢ day phai khong?” Nobuko xem lwét thung do mot luwot.
Nghi mot hdi, Honma héi, “Um, t6i muon may cudn bing cassette nhé?”
“Anh 13y di théi. Biét dau c6 chut gi dang nghe chang.”

Bét chgt nhé ra, Honma lién héi cau may. “Chi c6 tinh cd thay bitc anh
cii nao trong phong cta co ta khong? Hodc nhitng thit twong tw s6 lwu niém
thoi cap ba?”

Nobuko lac dau. “Khong. Néu cé thi t6i da gitt ching lai réi. Nhung toi
nghi anh ot la thit nguoi ta sé mang theo bén minh khi voi vang roi di, du
trong bat ctt hoan canh nao. Anh khong nghi thé a?”

“T6i cling doan vay.” Tiép do6 anh xin chép lai dia chi cia me Shoko ma
Nobuko Iuwu trong tap ho so.

“Nhan tién xin hoi, chi khong c6 bitc anh nao ctia co Sekine sao?”

“T6i e la khong. Ching t6i khong tiép xtic nhiéu véi nhitng nguoi thué

»

tro.
“Chi c6 biét ngwoi nao & day ma co ta hay chuyén tro khéng?”

“Htrm...” Nobuko suy nghi hoi lau. “Khong c6 ai trong s6 dé con song &
day cd. Dot vira roi ching t6i c6 mdt loat nguwdi thué méi.” Khong nghi ngo
gi nita, lai thém mot diém cong vé tai quan ly kinh doanh cta ba ta, cang
nhiéu ngwdi thué tro, cang thu dwgc lam tién.

“Khi c0 ta bién mat, chi cé tht goi téi noi c6 ta lam viéc khong?
Lahaina, mot quan bar & Shimbashi, t6i doan thé.”

Nobuko tw Iy gat dau. “Cé chit. Bon ho ciing ngac nhién khong kém toi.
‘Gl co? Co ta di mat roi 4?° Ho da héi thé day.”
“Va qua that, co ta khong xuat hién trd lai niva.”

“Pung thé. Sang thit Hai, van khong c6 dau hiéu gi cia c6 ta, bon ho goi
cho t6i. Co ta con khoan lwong tuan chwa nhan, ho néi, liéu bon ho c6 nén
x0a tén co ta khong?”

https://thuviensach.vn



Honma lai mét lan nita cdm thay nén nao. Gio thi khong con gi c6 thé
coi la nham lan duwgc. Shoko that da bién mat vi nhitng 1y do riéng. Co6 ay
da bi thu tiéu.

“Co ta c6 ban be la dan ong thinh thoang ghé choi khong?” Honma liu
ludi. Nguoi yéu cua co ta chac han sé biét it nhiéu.

Nobuko lac dau. “Ching t6i hoan toan khong dé tam. T6t hon hét anh
nén hoi tham ¢ quan bar co ta lam.”

Ba ta nhe nhang ditng day, buéc lai phia cira roi gitt cho cirta mé. Khi da
ra ngoai, ba ta nhan xét, “Chac la dau 1am nhi? Anh bi khép a?”

“Khong, mot tai nan thoi.”

“Vay ma anh van ty di bo di tim c6 ta? Sao anh khong bao canh sat cho
nhan than? Chac chan b6 phan tim ngwdi mat tich sé tiép quan lap tic.”

Honma mim cwdi yéu 6t. “T6i chac ho sé lam néu toi yéu cau... Du sao
thi ching t6i van sé lam dugc thoi.”

Budc vao tiém ca phé, ho thdy 6ng Konno van & sau quay, Idi hdi pha ca
phé. Co6 con gai dang lau ctra s6. Gio' ca ba ngudi trong gia dinh ho da &
cung mot chd. Honma quyét dinh hoi cau cudi cung. Anh 1dy tdm anh thé
ra. “Nha minh c6 ai t'ng gdp ngwoi phu nit nay treée day khong? Quang
thoi gian c6 Sekine con song ¢ day ay.”

Dbau tién la Nobuko, tiép dé la Akemi, cudi cung la 6ng Konno, nhin co
nang “Shoko” cta Jun. Moi ngudi trong bon déu lac lac dau rat khé, kiéu
cach y hét nhau khién nguwoi ta dé dang nhan ra bon ho la ngwoi mot nha.

“Pwogc roi. Cam on ca nha rat nhiéu!”

Chiéu do, trén duong vé nha, Honma ghé vao ctra tiém trwdc ga dé nho
phong to tam dnh Polaroid. Chang trai ¢ tiém anh nhin ng6i nha ngéi nau
sO c6 la mot lwgt r6i dai giong héi, “Cai caa nay la gi vay?”

“Pdy la ly do t6i mudn phong to n6 lén. Dé tim cho ra.”
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“That a? Vay chi mudn 14y lai anh géc ngay khong? Chéau cé thé dva tra
lai chii trong vong, im, ba muoi phiit. Anh phéng thi phai ngdy kia méi
xong.”

“Puoc, t6i chd nira tiéng vay.”

Chiéc ghé trong tiém kha nho, bon chan ciing da lung lay ca r6i. Khong
c6 khach hang nao vao trong khi anh chd dgi. Néu ngoi day thi lanh céng
mat. Khong hé tinh trudc, anh bwdc ra ngoai, tién lai bot dién thoai cong
cong trén pho goi cho 6ng Mizoguchi. Mot phu ni* nghe mday. Chac 1a co
nang Sawagi thich st sach.

Vi luat sw khong c6 van phong. Ong di cong tac trong vai ngdy. “Ong dy
sé vé vao ngay kia.”

“T6i mudn gap ong ay. Liéu cé co hoi cho to6i xin mot cai hen dugc
khong?”

Ngtrng mot lic. “Chdu rat ti€c. Lich cta 6ng ay kin mit roi a.”
“T6i hiéu.” Honma thé dai nhung khong t6 dau hiéu nao muén bé qua.

Sawagi lai cat diéu cudi quen thudc. “Luat sw Mizoguchi hay an trua &
mot cho. P6 1a mot quan my gan van phong. Sao chu khong thir ‘bat coc’
ong dy & do6 nhi? Cha sé c6 cudc tro chuyén tam ba mwoi phut.”

Quén do c6 tén Nagase. Honma viét v0i vang dwong di, cdm on co gai
r6i gac may, vira lic nhin thay cau bé & tiém anh bwdc ra ngoai tim minh.

Honma vé t&i nha thi da 1a hon ba gio. Khong thay bong dang Isaka dau.
Chac anh ta dang don dep & nha khac, hodc di sam stra it do. Honma dun it
nwdc dé pha ca phé, roéi ngoi xudng chiéc ghé dau trong bép, suy tinh
nhitng budc tiép theo.

Anh th goi cho bd phan biéu tra. Anh khong nghi sé dwgc n6i may
ngay, bdi chac chan ngwoi anh muén tim khong cé6 & d6. Mot tham ti doi
khac trd 10i. Anh cdp nhat vai ba tin titc méi, ro6i gac may va ngoi d6 nham
nhi ca phe.
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Hai muoi phit sau méi c6 ngwdi goi lai. Dién thoai do chwa hét mot hoi
chudng, anh da chop lay 6ng nghe, mot giong coc 16¢c vang 1én, “Nay,
nhanh thé? Cau vira goi tr dwéi mo ddy phong?”

La Sadao Funaki. Ban cung 16p cia Honma @ Hoc vién Canh sat, nhung
nghé nghiép cua hai ngwoi lai ré thanh hai hwéng hoan toan khac nhau, mai
dén cach day hai nam Funaki dwgc diéu chuyén tGi doi Cuwdng ché, ngay
gan don cua d6i Honma. Hirm, cau cdm thay thé nao? Du sao thi ca hai
chiing ta déu bi téng tién bang phao 1énh con gi.

“Té nghe bao cau goi tdi, nén phai ra ngoai. Khong thé trao doi ¢ dé khi
ma may doi tai c@ dong 1én nghe ngéng. C6 chuyén gi thé?” Funaki kha
thap nhung du khoe dé ha do van bat ct ai ma ban than khong bi suy suyén
gi, anh noi kha nhanh, giong to ma tram vang. Gia dinh anh may doi nay
déu kinh doanh & Tokyo, ban ban thd Phat & khu vic phia Bong thanh pho.

“Xin 16i vi biét cau ban, nhung t& c6 viéc nho cau giap.”
Funaki khan giong, “Té sé xép ho so vao ban cuda cau, va lam gium cho
t6i khi cau quay lai.”

“Tuyét qua, nhé chuyén tin cho t¢ tredc tién nhé. Cau nghi c6 lam dugc
ngay dudi miii lao sép khong?”

“Khong van dé. Lao gia d6 khong dé y nhitng gi dién ra xung quanh dau.
Vay co chuyeén gi? Lien quan tdi ngan hang a?”

“Khong, la S6 Lao dong: Cung v6i bo phan cap gidy tam tra & uy ban
phuwong.” Honma doc ngay sinh va dia chi cia Shoko Sekine. “T¢ can danh
sach nhitng c6ng viéc co ta titng lam. Néu t¢ khong nham thi cdu sé thay
cung mot ngwoi nhung dang ky dén hai lan & S6 Lao dong véi danh nghia
lan dau lam viéc, ¢ hai cong ty khac nhau.”

“Hiéu. Tén cac cong ty do la gi?”

Cong ty Cung ttng May moc va Thiét bi Imai va Cong ty Thwong mai
Kasai, anh bdo vé&i ban. Funaki viét nhitng dia chi dé, khong can anh phai
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nhac lai Ian nita. Funaki ltic nao cling nhanh nhay nhuw thé.
“DPia diém th hai ¢ Gy ban phwong nao?”

“La mot trweong hgp hiuy s6 ho khau. Ciling ngudi vira r6i. T¢ mudn co
thém ban sao mau don xin hily ho khau cta ¢6 ta nita.” Honma doc dia chi
thuwdng tri ctia Shoko Sekine & Utsunomiya tredc khi bé hd khau cti.

“Yéu cau cao phét day...” Funaki hoi ha giong. “Cau dinh lam gi a? T&
ct nghi bac si tri lieu khong cho cau ra dwong chi?”

“T@ giup d0 mot nguwoi ho hang thoi. Nguwoi ta nho td tim mot nguoi. To
khong muoén lam phién dau, nhung réi moi thi it dién tién cang lic cang la
lung.”

“Y cau 1a sao?” Funaki c6 thé nghe thay tiéng Honma hit mot hoi dai.
“Nhiéu diém giong mot vu an a?”

“Um...”

“Thé sao cau khong quay lai day di? Pwa vu nay ra, tiét kiém cong sic
ctia cau. Viéc gi phai mot minh 6m dom thé?”

“Thi t& van chwa tién dwoc la bao. Hién gio t& mudn giit bi mat da.”

“Pa ai n6i vGi cau la cau rat wong chuwa?”

“Du sao thi té cling rat tiéc. Cau gitp t¢ 1an nay nhé.”

Co tiéng soOt soat, Honma doan chac han Funaki dang vo vo dau. Dau
hiéu cho thay anh sé nhuong bo. “Pugc roi, dugce réi, t¢ chi hy vong khi
cau no6i ‘ngudi ho hang’ thi khong phédi dé am chi Makoto.” Funaki gidng
nhw mot 6ng chi dang mén cuda thang bé.

“Khong, khong, khong phai n6. Thyc ra la mot nguwoi ho hang xa. Con
trai anh ho ctia Chizuko. Cau biét nén goi cau ta nhw thé nao khong?”

“Cau héi té day a?” Funaki néi. Khi cau ay dinh gac may thi Honma dat
thém cau hoi nita.
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“Dao gan day cau van gap ba moéi day chi?” Anh chang Funaki bon
muoi hai tudi con doc than va thinh thodng van di tim mot nira cta doi
minh.

Funaki pha 1én cuwoi. “Van thé. Mgi Chu nhat tuan tredce thoi. Ba ta sap
xép cho minh gap mét géa phu. Co dy c6 mot thang con da hai muwoi mot
tudi r6i.”

“Cau nghi co ta co ‘ctra’ cha?”

“Sao cau doan the?”

“Nghe giong cau thi biét.”

“No6i doi nhé. Giong t6 tredc gio lic nao cha thé.” Funaki dot nhién ha
giong nghiém tuc. “Nay, cau bao cau dang di tim ai dé nhi?”

“Chuan.”

“MOot phu nit?”

RO ranh ranh thé con gi? “bung thé, nhung...”
“Co ta con song chi?”

Honma ngtrng lai. Nhw anh da néi day, Funaki rat sac sdo. Bén tam, chin
phan muoi la Shoko that da chét. Con qua sém dé két luan co ta bi giét hay
khong. Chi c6 mot diéu chac chan, 1a nguwdi phu nit 14y tén ctia Shoko van
con song dau do.

Honma cham rdi 1én tiéng, nhw n6i véi chinh anh. “Con song, nhiéu kha
nang la thé, va t¢ phdi tim co ta.”

Puong day im lang hoéi lau trwedc khi Funaki n6i, “Thé thi cau phai can
than day”, r6i gac may.

Honma dat ong nghe xuong. Anh ngo6i thém mat lic, twa vao ban. Tiép
dé anh chat vat ditng 1én, budc vé phong Makoto mugn cta thang bé cai
dai. Anh m& mot cu6n trong dam bang cassette ctia Shoko Sekine.
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Do 1a Top 40 bai hat, da phan la cac ban tinh ca. Nhitng giai diéu da roi
vao quén lang. Khi lang nghe, anh nham mat lai, gwong mat cia Nobuko
Konno w6t qua tam tri anh.
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Chuong 10

Mc}t lan nita, mai sau chin gio Jun méi dén, nhw thwong 1€, trong ciu ta
c6 vé cau kinh. Phai chang cau ta bi ngap lut trong dong viéc hay chi don
gian khong thé vé trudc sép nhi? Du sao di nita thi ciu ta chwa kip céi do
khoac da héi thang thirng, “Cé chuyén gi ma chu can gap chau gap vay?”

Honma lwdng ly. Anh dy dinh thoi phong nhitng diéu sé néi. Néu c
tu6bn mot trang, chac chan cau ta sé khong nghe dau. “Ngo6i di da. Chuyén
nay hoi dai.”

“Lién quan dén Shoko a? Chu tim duwgc co dy r6i sao?”

Honma lac dau, “Moi viéc dién tién khong tot 1am. T6i nghi cau nén ngoi
xuong di da.”

Cau ta van chua chiu lam theo: “Chung ta c6 dang lam qua 1én khong?”
“T6i khong cho 1a thé.”

“Théi dugc théi dwge. Nhung chd mau mau néi di. Chau khong thich ré
ra thé nay.”

Makoto van dang choi tro choi dién t trén may tinh, tiéng bip bip vang
1én lién tuc tir phong nd. Trong khi do, chiéc tu lanh & bép kéu ro ro déu
déu. Nhitng am thanh nay diém xuyét cho toan b cau chuyén Honma k&,
tirng doan mot: ban so yéu 1y lich bia dat cia c6 nang “Shoko Sekine”;
cu6n s6 ho khau cta gia dinh c0 ta; gidy tam tra caa co ta. Khi nhitng loai
gidy t0 nay duwoc trdi ra trén mat ban, guwong mat Jun khong biéu 16 chut
x(c cdm nao, gan nhv trdé thanh mot chiéc mat na, chi c6 d6i mat chép khé.
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Nhwng khi ciu ta 1én tiéng, Honma van hoi bat ngd trwdc nhitng 10i 1é cay
dang cua chang trai tré.

“Chuyén nay han chi la mot tro dua,” cdu ta noi, giong gian dit nhw thé
da nin théd trong ltic nghe toan bo cau chuyeén.

“Rat tiéc, ddy hoan toan la chuyén that.”

Jun bat cwdi, d6i tay nam ho cit dong khong yén. “Chd mudn chau tin
chuyén nay u? Sao Shoko lai khong phdi la Shoko, nuwc cwoi qua di mat!”
Honma thay ltic nay minh c6 noéi gi cau ta cling sé khong tin.

“Chung ta dang néi vé c6 gai ma chau sap ldy lam vg,” Jun gian di noi.

“Co 1é vay, nhung c6 ta khong phai la Shoko Sekine.” Honma cham rai
dap, giong chirng myrc. “C6 ta la mot nguwdi khac hoan toan. Pay la 1y do c6
ta khong biét vu pha sdn gan nam nam vé tredc.” Néu co ta biét, co ta sé
khong doi nao dé Jun lam thé gidp, cho du cau ta khang khang dén dau.
“Hom nay t6i di dén co quan cé thdm quyén & Kawaguchi. O d6 khong luu
lai gidy t0, khong c6 thong tin vé vu pha san. D6i véi ¢o ta, chua ting cé
chuyén v& ng. Vg sap cudi cia cau chua tirng thay thit gi lién quan dén vu
nay, co ta khong biét ti gi cd.” Cé thé c6 Shoko that da xé bé nhitng loai
gidy to do cling giong nhw nhiéu ky c t6i té khac. “Toan bo cau chuyén
qua that gay soc nang, toi biét la thé. Nhung da dén nwéc nay, toi van co thé
tiép tuc diéu tra xem moi viéc dién tién dén dau.” Honma ngirng lai, nhin
x0dy vao Jun. Bo6i mat chang trai dap tra, vé canh giac. “Cau mudn lam
nhitng gi? Cau c6 cung toi tiép tuc theo dudi khéng? T6i thye sy can cau
giup. Cau biét co ta rd nhat, trong khi tdi can biét dén tirng chi tiét, ké ca
nhitng chi tiét nhoé nhat.”

Phai gan mot phut tr6i qua Jun m@i dap 16i. “Chau... chau chang biét ti gi
ca.”

Tro choi dién ti cia Makoto van vang 1én chiu chiu giita khong gian im
lang.
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R6i Jun nging dau, 1an dau tién nhin thing mit Honma. “Oi, chau hiéu
r0i...”

“Hiéu gi?”

“Pay la y twdng cia Shoko!” B6i mat Jun cubi cung ciling lay lai dugc vé
song dong, con gian nung nau bat dau bung 1én. “Chau biét r6i. Chui da tim
thdy Shoko, c6 dy nai ni chu dirng n6i véi chau, c6 phai khong a? Shoko
muon chia tay, thé nén c6 ay nhg chu dién tro danh trong lang nay. Co6 ay
da tim dwgc nguwdi khac. Vi vay chi méi ké cau chuyén vira ro6i cho chau
nghe. Chau khong phdi mot thang ngéc, xin chi nhé cho!” Cau ta ldo déao
tién t6i, giong manh xudng ban lam roi chiéc khay xudng san. “Phai vay
khong? Chu thi nhan di!”

Nhitng tiéng xi xeo cia may tinh chgt im bat. Canh ctta phong Makoto
bat m@, mot mai dau nhé nhan 16 ra. Honma xoay x& ditng day, gio tay gitt
chat canh tay Jun. “Cau thyc sy nghi nhu vay sao?”

Jun ngd phich xuéng ghé, ngbi yén do, suy sup, hai tay 6m chat dau.
Makoto rén rén buéc ra hanh lang. Thang bé ngap ngirng chirng mot phuit,
r6i budc ra khoi ctra.

Jun gan nhw phat khéc... cho dén khi ngdng mat lén. “T6i chiu da r6i!”
Cau ta birng birng. “Déang 18 t6i khong nén tin twéng ong. Ong nghi toi s&
ngo6i day gam nham dam tao lao nay sao?... T6i khong ngu nhuw vay dau!”
Cau ta vo vo0i chiéc 4o khoac trén mac.

Honma van ng6i yén. Anh biét Jun sé khong vé nha ngay. Sé khong nhw
thé, cau ta sé con mot viéc nita dé vét vat long tur tén ctia minh.

Qua c6 thé, Jun ngirng budc ngay bén canh cita dan ra phong khach. Doi
vai run ray, cau ta 16i chiéc vi trong tti do khoac, giat 1ay may to gidy bac,

roi noéi, “Pay, toan bd phi ton, chac chan la da!” Cau ta quang vé phia
Honma. May t0 muoi ngan yén roi 14 td xudng san. Khong mot chit ton

trong, khong mot 10i cam on.
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O, Honma nghi, cau ta van nhé dén tién. Cau ta c6 thém raa xa, chii thé
hay gay choang nang, nhung khi da néi xong, cau ta van nhé diéu cot yéu
la tién. Qua la ngbi sao thue thu cia nganh ngan hang!

“To6t thoi! Nhung da bao gio co ta cho cau xem mot birc anh Polaroid
chwa?” Jun thé hong hoc. “Hinh mdt ngoi nha. Kha dep, phong cach
phwong Tay, mau nau s6 co la? Co ta cho cau xem thit gi twong tw thé
chwa?”

“Tiép di ndo...” Giong Jun v& vun. “Ong sé tim dwgc nhiéu hon thé chit.”
Do 1a cau cudi cung cau ta n6i. Canh ctra nha bat mé réi déong sam lai.
Tiéng budc chan sam sap roi di.

Makoto chay vao cung Isaka, mat ca hai tron tron. “B6, bo 6n chit?”

Honma dang nhat nhanh may t¢ gidy bac trén san. “Bo khong sao.”

“That chi a? B6 khong bi thuwong chi?”

Isaka ngudi tai nhot. “T6i da lo mat mat. Makoto néi cau dang gap phién
toai. Khi hai bac chau chung t6i bwdc ra khoi thang may, ga trai kia dong
ram ctta nha cau r6i budc nhw bay... ma nay, céi gi thé kia?” B6i mat anh ta
nging lai trén may to gidy bac.

“Tién cong va 16 phi cia em.”

“Chua ay ném vao nguai bo!” Makoto phan no.

Isaka bat cuoi ha ha. “Chi co6 ba muoi ngan yén. Cai gia ré mat qua!”

“Khong dau,” Honma noi roi cling bat cuwdi. “Thyc su la qua nhiéu.”

Honma v0 khé 1én dau dita con trai. “Chang viéc gi phai titc gidn dau
con. Chu ay bi x6c qua day, gio thi dang roi tri.” Nhuwéng mdot bén chan
may, anh noi thém: “Gio cé chuyén quan trong hon day, chang trai, co vé
con hoi nghién may tro choi may tinh ddy. Con van ghi chép thoi gian choi
tuan nay chit?” Makoto chi dwgc phép choi dién tit bay gio moi tuan. Néu
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choi nhiéu hon du chi mwdi phat, phan mém tro choi sé bi tich thu suot
tuan tiép theo.

“Con con hai gio nita,” Makoto qua quyét. “Con van ghi chép déu, bo
dirng lo.”

“T(’j’t.”
Makoto chay di tat may tinh, dé lai hai nguwoi 16n trong phong.
“Co vé cau thoat dugc vu dé r6i,” Isaka lén tiéng. “Gio cau dinh lam gi?”

“Piéu tra. Du sao thi em ciing chwa tirng chinh thitc nhan no, vay thi viéc
gl phai dung lai nhi?”

“Cau sé van tiép tuc tim kiém?”

“Chac chan roi.” B6i mat anh chan chir noi 6 ctra s6. Toan bo khu nha da
chim vao man dém. O noi ndo d6 giita béng t6i mit mung kia 1a c6 gai mat
tich.

“Keé hoach cna cau thé nao?” Isaka hoi trong khi quan sat vé mat Honma.

“Em sé lan theo dau vét cia Shoko Sekine that. Xem c6 ta tirng song thé
nao, phai déi mat véi nhitng phién toai gi. Néu thu thap dwoc nhitng chi tiét
dod, c6 thé em sé biét dwgc diéu gi thu hiat nguwsi phu nit lwgn 16 khap noi
dwdi danh tinh cua co ta.”

“Luon 16 chudc phién toai vao ngudi thi ding hon,” Isaka 1am bam mot
minh. “Dao choi trén c6 xe cii ky, nhu kinh Phat day, co xe chay ruc ché
nguoi co6 tdi xuéng dia nguc.”

“Co xe chay ruc?”

Isaka doc tho:

“Theo vong quay ruc lira
Nhirng kho dau ra doi

bi ngang cong nha t6i
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Vé ddu, toi tuw hoi?
Vé noi dau?”

Anh ta toét miéng cuoi. “Dém qua, khi to6i ké cho Hisae nghe vé vu pha
san va moi th, y nghi nay bat chgt ndy ra. D6 la bai tho trong mot cuon
hop tuyén cii, Ngoc quy tri thitc, néu t6i nhd khong 1am.”

Phdi, banh xe luan hoi, c* quay, quay mai. Shoko Sekine da c6 bat no
ngirng quay. Co ta nhay ra khoi co6 xe vao mot thai diém. Nhung roi khong
ai hay, nguoi phu ntt gia danh c06 lai nhay len do. Nhung gio co ta dang @
dau?

Quan trong hon nita, Honma u am nghi, c0 ta la ai?
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Chuong 11

Khi Mizoguchi vén tdm manh bwdc vao ctra tiém my Nagase, xung
quanh 6ng khéi boc nghi ngut. Cha tiém dang ditng sau qudy lam bang go
moc, mac tap dé trang, tay mé vung. Mizoguchi tién dén mot chiéc ban nhé
¢ trong cung r6i ngodi xuong. Kinh 6ng da mo hoi nwdc, nhung vai phut
sau, khi Honma tién vao va dang tim quanh quat, 6ng da nhan ra ngay va
vay vay anh.

“Vay la anh van tim dugc dwong dén day co ddy?” Vi luat s vira noi
vira chi vao ghé déi dién.

“T6i rat tiéc vi da dén lam phién khi bac chuan bi dung bita.”

“Cling khong sao ma. Trg 1y cuia tdi bao anh c6 goi t6i.” Ong nhéac kinh
ra lau sach roi bé sung, “T6i nghi anh nén goi my tempura.”

Honma lam theo, khi c¢6 b6i ban mang ly nuwéc loc téi. Gid cao diém cia
bita trira da qua, nhwng quan van dong khach. Méac du vay, noi nay khong
qua on dén do khong no6i chuyén duge. Trén thyc té, gitta tiéng néi cudi
vira phdi, bon ho c6 thé thodi mai tro chuyén.

“Co tién trién gi khong?” Mizoguchi héi trong ltc dat kinh trd lai song
m{i. Luc bo kinh trong ong tré ra bao nhiéu.

“To6i khong biét c6 nén goi ngan do6 1a ‘tién trién’ hay khong. Moi viéc
cang ltuc cang tré nén phic tap.”

Do6i mat Mizoguchi mé to hon mot chit sau mat kinh. “Vay rot cudc anh
cling da kham pha ra diéu gi d6?”
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Honma gat dau. “Thyc ra day la mot cau chuyén dai,” anh bat dau. ba ké
hét moi chuyén cho Jun vao t6i hém trwdc nén bay gid 10i 1é ctia anh tr@
nén gdy gon hon nhiéu. Qua la “tram hay khong bang tay quen”, anh nghi,
d6i véi bat c viéc gi cling thé.

Po6 an duwgc dwa téi. Mizoguchi cam diia 1én, ra hiéu cho Honma cung

~

dIl.

R0i 6ng chuyén chu lang nghe, dang diéu binh than, khong ltic nao giat
minh hay ngac nhién. Ké ciing phdi, néu lam luat s ma dé 16 cdm xtc ra
nét mat thi kho long tién xa dugc.

Honma két thiic cau chuyén thi Mizoguchi ciling vita an xong bat my.
Ong chi kh& gat dau. “T6i hiéu,” 6ng néi. “Gid dén phién anh in, con toi
noi.”

Honma liéc nhin dong ho.

Mizoguchi lac dau. “Néu anh lo lang vé gi® gidc cna t6i thi tam dep sang
mot bén di. Tdi tv thu xép dugc.” Ong lai g& kinh ra, dung khan tay lau
thém lan nita, trong khi nham sap xép nhitng y nghi trong dau. Ro6i ong 1én
tiéng, hét sicc diém tinh. “Anh bdo véi t6i rang anh muén kham pha veé
Shoko Sekine va cudc doi cd ta. Um, t6i sin long chia sé v&i anh nhitng
diéu t6i biét. Toi ngh minh c6 thé lam ro mot vai diéu anh da hiéu sai.”

“T61 hiéu sai a?”

“Pung thé. Néu tdi sai thi anh ctt viéc chinh, nhung t6i cho 1a anh sé
nghi lai th6i. Shoko Sekine tw tuyén bo pha san. Té hon nita, co ta la gai
quan bar, trong bao 1au thi chang ai biét. Nhw vay c6 ta khong biét cach
quan ly tién bac, va 1a mot phu ni* khong qué chdt ché. Van van va van van.
P4y la nhitng diém noi bat ctia c6 ta, thé nén 1an theo dau vét ctia co ta sé
O ich trén phurong dién nao do. Liéu toi c6 suy luan chéch huéng khong?”

Honma gio doi diia, ngu y “khong phéan bac” doi vai tat ca nhitng chi tiét
ong gia vura chi ra. Nhitng 161 tom gon ctia Mizoguchi chinh la nhitng gi
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Isaka da néi. Pa phan moi nguwdi khi gap tir “pha san” c6 1€ déu di dén két
luan nhuw thé ca.

Vi luat sw nd nu cwdi, bay ra ham rang déu tap. Rang hoi nho, nhung dac
biét chac khée so véi mot nguwdi ¢ do tudi nhw 6ng. “Pay chinh la cho anh
nhan thic sai. Sy thyc la, trong thoi dai hién nay, chinh nhitng ngudi thyc
tha, than trong, tham chi la nhiat nhat, méi bi day dén buwdc dudng pha sén.
Nguyén nhan la bdi cach van hanh ctia nén cong nghiép tin dung.”

Cho tay vao tii 4o, 6ng lay ra mot cudn s6 bia da mau den roi dat xuong
trwdc mat. “Anh sinh nam nao, Honma?”

“1950.”

“Vay la anh bon muoi hai tudi. Hirm, t6i phdi thtra nhan la anh tré hon
tudi thye ddy.” Ong cudi néi. “Nhung nhu vy c6 nghia 1a anh tAm mudi
tudi khi moi chuyén bat dau. Cira hang tap h6a Marui da khoi day trao lvu
tin dung vao nam 1960. Tat nhién hién nay nhitng tdm thé dé cua ho la
dang thé tin dung ban 1é ndi tiéng nhat, nhung vao thoi 4y moi thit khac
han. Nhitng gi ho thue sy dong gép chi la st dung tir ‘tin dung’ trong tiéng
Anh thay cho tt kappu (trad nhiéu lan) von rat quen thudc. Trén thyc té ho
khong dem dén nhiéu dich vu mdéi ma chi gidi thiéu mot tir méi, ho thich
dung né bai sic hap dan cta ‘hang ngoai’, doc 1én nghe c6 phong vi nudc
ngoai. BPirng quén nam 1960 la nam ky Hiép wdc Bao an gitta My va Nhat.
Cung nam do, thé Cau lac bo Nguoi dy tiéc cling duge phat hanh. Bay gio,
quy trinh tuyén lwa hoi vién cuc ky nghiém ngat, dén nay né van dugc coi
la mét trong nhitng loai thé dang tin cay nhat trén khap dat nwéc nay.”

Va da c6 tudi doi dén ba muoi hai nam.

“1960 la nam dau tién cua giai doan dwgc ménh danh la ky nguyén cua
nhip do phat trién than ky, khi dat nwdc ching ta bat dau hang hai tién 1én
dé gianh vi thé siéu cwong vé kinh té. Mot khi nén kinh té khai sac, nganh
kinh doanh tin dung tr& nén can kip.” Mizoguchi néi tr6i chady, nhu thé
tredc day 6ng da trinh bay hang bao nhiéu lan roi. “Qua that, néu khong cé
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nganh tai chinh bén 1€, t6i cling khéng biét nén kinh té€ Nhat Ban hay diéu
kién song cua ching ta dén bao gio mdi thyc sy cat canh dugce. Ké tir bay
dén nay, nganh tai chinh d6é chwa hé sut gidam. Ching ta sé lam rd hon nhé.
Vira roi toi c6 st dung thuat ngi ‘tai chinh ban 1é’. Néi chinh xac hon sé la
‘cho vay tiéu dung’. Xét nghiem ngat thi n6é sé dugc chia lam hai bo phan.
Trudce tién la ‘mua ban tin dung’, vé co ban chinh la nganh kinh doanh thé
tin dung. Loai con lai chinh la ‘cac khoan vay tiéu dung’, nhitng khoan vay
trdi nguwoc véi tai khodn co dinh hay tiét kiém bwu dién nhuw khoan vay cé
thé chap, s6 tién chi tréi & ngan hang va nhitng th twong tw. Thuat ngit
‘cac khoan vay tiéu dung’ nay bao gom ca viéc vay dva trén thé tin dung
lan tr nhitng t6 chitc van dugc goi la cong ty tai chinh tiéu dung, anh biét
dady, nhitng noi von dwgc ménh danh ‘cho vay ndng 1ai’. Anh van theo kip
toi day chi?”

Honma da dan xong va van dang ghi chép.

“V&i danh muc dau tién, ‘mua ban tin dung’ chia nhé hon thanh cac hé
thong ‘tra theo ky’ va ‘trd khong theo ky’. Cach phan chia nay don gian chi
ra rang cha thé cé dugc tuy chon trd sau han vai thang khong. Thong
thwong, vGi cac thé do ngan hang cdp, anh khong duwgc phép tra qua han,
nhung vdi cac thé phi ngan hang, anh hoan toan cé thé. Toan b0 chi cé thé
ma th6i. Vé sau c6 nhitng hgp dong thanh toan theo dot danh cho mét san
pham nao dé, thi anh tham chi khong can phai dung thé. Vi thé ching ta
m&i c6 loai thé tra theo ky va thé tra khong theo ky, véi moi loai nay, con
c6 thé tiép tuc phan chia thanh ‘thé thanh todn truc tiép’ va ‘thé dién twr
dung thanh toan online’.”

Mizoguchi cira quay trén ghé roi nga ngudi téi tredc nhw dé nhan manh,
roi kiém tra lai mot bang cau hoi ma o6ng 1ay ra tir cuon s6 ctia minh. “Theo
dit liéu t6i c6 dwge vé nam 1990, néu chiing ta xem xét loai thé mua ban tin
dung, tredc hét 1a loai trad theo ky, tong so tin dung m& rong 1én dén 11,5
nghin ty yén. V§i loai trd khong theo ky, con so la gan 12 nghin ty. Boi véi
danh muc con lai, cac khoan vay tiéu dung, so liéu trong cung nam gap ba
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lan chitng do, titc 1a gan 34 nghin ty yén. Néu cong ca hai danh muc vao
v6i nhau thi tong sé la...” RO rang ong da chuan bi trwdc va khéng can
nham tinh gi ca, nhung 6ng van nging lai dé gay an twgng. “Um, trén 57
nghin ty yén cho vay tieu dung vao nam 1990. Mot nganh kinh doanh dya
trén quy mo ctia ngan sach nha nwdc, day chinh la ban chat cia n6.”

“Mot khoan tién khong 16,” Honma ndi.

“Cu thé l1a 57 nghin ty yén. Twong duwong muwoi bon phan tram téng san
pham qudc ndi cta nwdc Nhat cung nam. Hodc hai mwoi phan tram thu
nhap kha dung tinh theo dau ngudi. O My céc con s6 cling ngang ngtta nhw
vay. Khong con nghi ngo gi nita, nganh tai chinh tiéu dung da tré thanh mot
tru cOt ctia nén kinh té nuwdc ta.”

Quan trong hon, nganh nay chang bdc 16 dau hiéu suy gidam nao ca. Noi
dén day Mizoguchi lai 1at cudn s6 ctia 6ng thém lan nita. “Sy tang trudng
cta tong ngudn cho vay tiéu dung khong ngirng tao ra bat ngd. Nam 1980,
tong lwgng tién dat gan 21,5 nghin ty. Hay coi chi s6 nay twong dwong mot
tram. Chi nam nam sau, vao nam 1985, chi s0 nay da 1én dén 165, vdi tong
sO tién la 34,75 nghin ty. Nam 1990, chi s6 leo thang 1én 272. Chi trong
vong mudi ndm, né da ting gan gap ba lan.” Ong dung ngén tay vach mot
dwong 1én mat ban. “Gia st chiing ta vé mot biéu do biéu thi méi quan hé
gitta khoan cho vay tiéu dung véi sy tang tredng cta tong san pham quéc
ndi. Thé thi, dwong tong san pham quoc ndi sé nhw thé nay...” Mot dudng
thing tao goc ba muoi do. “Con ddy 1a duwong cho vay tiéu dung...” Ong vé
mot duong tao goc bon muoi do. “Trong giong nhuw doc trugt tuyét phai
khong? Do doc tham chi c6 thé gap ba lan thé nay. Con nganh nao khac cé
nhip do tang trudng twong duwong khong?”

“Co vé n6 la mot chiéc bong bong khong 16.”

Mizoguchi suy nghi mét hoi r6i cham cham lac dau. “Nhitng gi ma
nguoi ta goi la ‘bong béong’, vi nhw bong bong cta nén kinh té méi no bung
nam ngoadi, la thit hoan toan khac. Thi treong tién té cho vay gio da xuat
hién mot béng ma khong biét tirng hién hitu hay chwa. Khong gi gitip xac
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thue dwgc. Tuyét doi khong, ké tir khi con nguwdi bat dau dung tién. Rt it
gidy to hay dia nhé ghi lai, tat ca chi ngan dy. T6i néi c6 sai khong? Nhung
trén thue té...” vi luat sw dwong nhw chi vira khéi dong, “mot héa don muwoi
nghin yén da mang chitng do6 gia tri. Khong giong nhw may dong xéng sé
1ap titc vo6 dung ngay khi ching ta bwdc chan ra khéi cac khu vui choi, tat
ca cac may ban hang ty dong déu nhan dong bac mot tram yén. Ly do la bai
tat ca chiung ta déu chap nhan nhw thé. Bén nhitng dita bé dang trong do
tudi dén truong cling biét dwgc hé thong tién té 1a gi, vi sao né chi la mot
béng ma, vé ‘gia tri do nhung c6 thuwe’ cia dong tién khi dwge coi la mot
hop dong xa hdi. Nhd c6 n6, ching ta khong phai kéo 1é xac mot con lon
qua hét may con doi dé do6i lay do quan, rau cu va gao cho cd gia dinh.
Chung ta hoan toan dwgc giai thoat khoi hoat dong nay. Bagi vi xa hoi cua
ching ta dwgc hinh thanh dwa trén thi trrong tién té, t6i c6 thé vira kiém
song vira giup d& moi nguwdi xi ly nhitng phién toai cta ho. Khong han la
mot giao dich t6i, phdi khong nao?”

Honma gat dau.

“Pung. Vay theo dinh nghia, thi trvong tién té 1a mdt cai bong,” ong
nhac lai. “Nhung dé la mét cai béng co ty 1€ thiéu can xitng so v6i hién
thue xa hoi ching ta. Tat nhién, hién thyc xa hoi luén c6 nhitng giGi han,
chi nhitng gi ma xa hoi chap nhan. Mat khac, nén tai chinh tiéu dung da
phun ra dén mat can doi. Vé ban chat n6 khong bao gio phat trién dén mirc
do, nhung nguoi ta da ra stre thdi phong 1én. Ciing twong tw nhw vay: Anh
Honma, trong anh kha cao rdo, nhung c6 1€ khong qua mot mét tdm, dung
khong? Gia du céi bong cua anh dai dén mudi tdm mét, diéu nay qua la phi
ly, phai khong nao?” Cau nay ranh ranh la cau héi tu tw, cach néi lao luyén
ciia mot luat suw dang tranh bién.

“T6i chi néi vui vay théi, gid hdy nhin vao s6 thé dwgc phat hanh. Theo
dit liéu cua nam tai chinh két thic vao thang Ba nam 1983, da c6 57,5 triéu
thé. Dén nam 1985, gan 87 triéu thé. Nam 1990, con s6 da vugt qua 166
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triéu thé. Ty I€ tang trudng dat 16,5%. Nam nao ciing thé, con so thé dugc
phat hanh dong nghia vGi viéc n6 chui vao vi ctia chirtng dé nguoi.”

Liéu Chizuko cé titng so6 hitu mot chiéc thé ghi ng khong nhi, Honma
tham ty héi. It nhat 1a khong phai chinh tén cb &y.

“T6i tinh co néi vé thé tin dung nhu thé tat cad ching déu gidong nhau, ky
thue c6 thé chia ching thanh nhiéu nhém. Cé ba loai chinh. Th nhat la
loai thé do ngan hang phat hanh: thé cia UC Group, DC Group, JCB
Group, VISA Nhat Ban... mudi loai ca thdy néu ké hét. Nhitng ngan hang
nay chia nhau thi phan 16n nhat va cé lwgng thé cling nhw tan suat st dung
thé cao nhét.” Mizoguchi xem lai s6 ghi chép. “O day chiing ta thay duoc
tr nam 1983 dén nam 1990, tdc do tang trudng da tang lén 20,2%. Tiép dén
la loai thé khong phai do ngan hang phat hanh, chang han nhw thé caa
Nihon Shimpan, Oriental Finance, Greater Mercantile... khoang tam cong
ty, tdt nhién chi tinh nhitng cong ty 16n. Téc do tang trwdng cua ching la
16,1%, ciing 1a mot con s6 khong 16. Loai tiép theo van thwong dwgc goi la
thé lién két ban 1é. Tat nhién thé cia Marui duwgc liét vao loai nay, nhung
ngay nay tat ca cac thwong x4, tham chi cac siéu thi 16n déu phat hanh thé
cta ho, phai khong nao? Moi tam thé chi duwgc chdp nhan & mot hay mot s6
chudi cra hang nhat dinh, diéu nay kha bat tién, nhwng bu lai cé cac dot
giam gia dac biét danh cho héa don mua hang hay mién phi phéat hanh thé.
Thém nita, cac ctra hang thwong khong qua nghiém ngat vé hinh thitc thé,
tham chi ho c6 thé phat hanh thé ngay tai quay thu ngan, nhw vay ca hai
bén déu dwgc hwéng 1gi. D6 ciling la 1y do khién ngay nay, ngay ca nhitng
ctra hang nhé & nha ga ciing phat hanh thé cua riéng ho. T6c do tang trwdng
cta cac thé nhém nay gan day dat 19,2%. Thuc sy cao ngat nguwdng. Hinh
thitc nay phat trién dén do ta khong thé buwdc trén phd ma khéng cham mat
vai ba chién dich phat hanh thé hay nhitng chwong trinh twong tw. Néi cho
toi hay, anh c6 xai loai thé tin dung nao khong?”

“T6i, rm...” Cau hoi xuat hién d6t ngot khién Honma ap ting tim cau tra
10i. “C6 mot chiéc. Thé cua Union Credit, toi nghi thé.”
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“Dung né rat tién lgi, anh thay ding khong? Nhat la nhitng nguwdi nhw
anh, c6 thé bi triéu tap bat ct Iic nao, chang biét duwgc bao gio minh sé phai
1én duong, ké ca giitta dém khuya. Riéng phan t0i, t0i c6 hai dita con gai.
Prra ut c6 lan bi giat vi. Canh sat khong tom dugc tay cudp giat. Ké tir do,
noé rat sg mang tién bén minh va gan nhu chi dung thé tin dung. Khi dung
thé, rai ma c6 bi trom, it nhat ta cling han ché dugc phan mat mat & mic t6i
tiéu.”

“Vinhuw khi di du lich.”

“Pung vay! Quan trong hon, né déng vai tro nhv mét dang gidy to tuy
than. Pay thuc sy la mot diém manh. Do t6i chuyén tw van cac vu pha san
va lubn gitip d& cac nan nhan, c6 thé anh sé nghi t6i coi thé tin dung la goc
ré cua toi ac va mudn cho ching bién mat. Tuy nhién diéu nay khong ding
hoan toan.”

“Khong, toi khong nghi thé.”

Mizoguchi tiép tuc. “Vay day. No6i vé nén tai chinh tiéu dung, mot cai
béng dai mwdi tdim mét ctia mot cha thé chi cao chirng mot mét tam. Ly do
chinh cua tinh trang nay la do sé banh treéng vo t6 chitc cua thé tin dung,
véi 1ai sudt cat ¢6 cung cac khoan phi moi gidi. Gid ta sé ban dén phan
trong tam cua van dé.” Ngirng mot ltic dé Iwa chon dan chitng, 6ng ndi tiép,
“Khoang md6t nam trudc, to6i nhan mét vu tuyén boé ca nhan pha san. Mot
nhan vién van phong, hai mwoi tdm tudi. Cau ta s& hitu ba muwoi ba chiéc
thé tin dung ca thdy. Tong so tién ng lén dén hon ba muoi triéu yén, cau ta
lai chang cé tai san gi dé thé chdp. Anh cé thé noi gi vé treong hop nay?”

Ba muoi triéu yén! Con s6 ma mot nhan vién cong vu quén nhw anh
chang bao gio dam mo t6i, ké ca khoan trg cap thoi viéc.

“Pdy, anh nghi lam sao mot nguwdi moi thang chi kiém duwgc chirng hai
tram nghin lai tim dwgc cach vay tan ba muoi triéu yen? Ai dam cho cau ta
muon ngan ay tién? Vi sao ho lai lam nhw vay? Day chinh la cai ma t6i goi
la tin dung banh truéng qua mire.”
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Ong dwa tay cam cdc nudc loc nhung thdy cdc rong nén lai dit xudng.

“Nhitng treong hgp ldn sau vao ng nan dién hinh déu nhw thé ca. Pau
tién cau ta dang ky mot chiéc thé tin dung. Cam thay né rat tién lgi khi di
mua sam hay du lich. Chiéc thé dy gon gang, don gian ma lai dugc viéc.
Thé r6i chang bao lau sau, khong nghi nggi gi nhiéu, cau ta dang ky lam
thém vai chiéc thé nita. Néu la mot nhan vién tang tang & mot cong ty, cau
ta sé chang gap phién todi gi trong qua trinh phat hanh thé. Cac thuong x4,
cac ngan hang va siéu thi déu khuyén khich ciu ta m@ thé: ‘S hitu mot
chiéc thé, anh sé dugc tham gia nhiéu chwong trinh gidm gia va wu dai danh
cho thanh vién,” bon ho ndi thé. ‘Nhitng don hang dac biét.” Vay la ciu ta
lai nhan thém mot vai chiéc thé khac.

Chang may chdc, cau ta dung thé, khong chi d& mua sam ma con dé rt
tién, tat nhién la lai vi ching qua tién lgi. Lic nay cau ta khong nhan thirc
dwge minh da chuyén tir viéc dung thé tin dung sang vay tién tir chiéc thé
do6. Biéu nay dién ra triede khi cau ta kip nhan thitc. Vé6i thé do ngan hang
phat hanh, cac may rut tién ti dong sé khau trir tryre tiép vao tai khoan ky
thac cua chu thé. Nhung v6i cac loai thé khong do ngan hang phat hanh,
hodc cac thé lién két ban 1é, ciu ta sé tim thdy trong hoac quanh ctra hang
mot chi€éc may hinh thitc gan gidng bot ATM dugc trang tri bat mat. Cau ta
chi can dut thé vao, nhdp ma PIN, va dé dang rtt tién ra khéi tai khoan cua
cau ta ¢ ngan hang. M6t cach vo cung don gian dé gia tang cac khoan ng.”

Co0 gai phuc vu dén don dia, rét thém nuwéc cho ho. Mizoguchi cam on co
ta bang cach vay tay ra hiéu.

“Pay la treong hgp ma anh c6 thé goi la mot hinh mau dién hinh. Anh sé
khong tin dugc c6 bao nhiéu khach hang bao véi t6i rang ho bat dau vay ng
do nham lan.”

“Nham lan a?”

“Pung vay. Khach hang cda t6i chi muon rit tién khdi tai khodn ngan
hang, nhung khong hiéu sao lai dut thé tin dung cia minh vao may thay vi
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dung thé théng thwong. Bai vi cau ta chon chung ma PIN cho tt ca cac loai
thé, tién c thé tudn ra. Cau ta cé thé cam thay hoi bat thuwong khi giao dich
xong ma may khoéng thong bao sé dw, chi bdo tong so tién rut, hodac don
gian cau ta khong dé y. Thuwong thi mai dén cudi thang, khi héa don tin
dung duwgc giti dén, cau ta méi nhan ra sai lJam ctia minh.”

“Chac han la dang giat minh. Nhat la khi phai ganh thém khoan tién lai
trén so tién da rat.”

“Ciing c6 thé. Nhung né ciing 1am cu ta ndy sinh suy nghi, ‘O kia, vay
tiéen don gian that day!’. Luc nay, cau ta khong cho rang lai suat dac biét
cao, chi khoang ba nghin yén cho m6i mot tram nghin tién vay. Vay la
thinh thodng cau ta lai rat mét it.” Mizoguchi uéng mot mach hét nira coc
nuwéc roi tiép tuc. “Roi cau ta dung thé mét cach thwong xuyén hon, dé mua
sam, dé rut tién hay chi vi tién lgi. Cau ta khong rit lién mot khoan tién to,
chi dan da tirng it mot, vi vay cau ta khong cam thay nguy co cua viéc dang
lam. Dau vay, tién vay van la tién vay. Khi dén han, cau ta van phai tra.
Hay twong twgng mot doanh nhan tré méi khai nghiép. Gia st khoan tién
lwong con lai cia cau ta sau khi khau trir cac khoan la mot tram nam muoi
nghin yén. Moi thang cau ta c6 thé xoay xd tra dwgc khoang hai muwoi dén
ba muoi nghin yén cho cac khodn mua sam bang thé. Mitc b6n muoi hay
nam muoi nghin yén la qua chat vat. Du vay, néu khong can than, chang
may choc cau ta sé rgi vao nguwong ay. Day la thoi diém cau ta bat dau vay
tién bang thé. Dé trd cac khodn ng cho don vi A, cdu ta rit tién tir thé B.
Khi da khéi dong, qua bong tuyét bat dau lan, dén mot thoi diém cau ta
khong thé vay dugc tién bang thé. Lic d6 anh nghi cau ta sé lam gi?”

“DPi vay nong?”

“Chinh xac,” vi luat su gat dau. “Va véi khoan vay néng, cau ta van lap
lai chu trinh trén. Trwéc dé kha lau, cau ta da vay don vi B dé thanh toan
tién cho don vi A. Tiép tuc nhw thé v6i cac don vi C, D, E... Cé nhitng cong
ty tai chinh tiéu dung con v6 dao ditc dén do gidi thiéu cho cau ta nhitng
cho cho vay khac, tat nhién dé chi la nhitng cong ty kém uy tin, v4i nguon
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von it hon, ddc biét quy trinh phat hanh thé vo6 cung don gian. Ho can bat
ctt loai giao dich nao, bai vay ho khong dat mirc vay tran. Chinh diéu nay
khién cho 1ai suat cao ngat nguwdng. Pay ciling la cach thitc hoat dong cta
toan bo hé thong. B6i vai khach hang, y nghi choan hét tam tri ho la khi
nao dén han tra tién. Néu con khodn nao phai trd, ho sé giat gau va vai, c&
nhuw thé ho cang lic cang sa vao vong tron toi 16i.”

“Y bac 1a bon ho déu 1a nhitng ngui lwong thién, cham chi 1am viéc?”

Mizoguchi gat dau qua quyét. “Pung, chinh xac hoan toan. Toan nhitng
nguoi e de, khong bao gio nghi dén viéc ra khoi nha vao lic dém khuya.
Bang cach nay hoac cach khac, ho lai vieéng vao ng nan. Pay la diéu duy
nhat ho nhan ra. Chinh vi thé ho cang ltic cang lin sau. Ho lao vao guéng
lam viéc nhu lao dich va khién minh kiét sitc. Hoac té hon.”

“Va Shoko Sekine?”
“... chinh la mot ca dién hinh.”

Ong giai thich thém, lic dau, ngoai cong viéc chinh ban ngdy, c6 ta nhan
thém viéc lam ban thoi gian vao budi t6i, nhwng dién tién chi c6 tir té dén té
hon, cudi cing c6 ta khong con noi nao khac dé dén ngoai mot cho toi té
nhat nhitng cong ty mua lai ttng phan. “Honma nay, t6i dam chac trong
nganh cda anh, anh da tirng nghe ké vé nhitng truong hop dac biét nay roi.
Anh c6 mot thé ghi ng, va anh mua moi mon hang ma mot bén thit ba yéu
cau. Dadi lai, ho sé trd ngay cho anh m6t mén tién, thwong khéng vuot qua
bdy muoi phan tram gia tri mén hang. Nhung anh phéi nhan héa don toan
gia tri mon hang dé. D6 la mot qua trinh déi chac ma anh phdi chiu thua
thiét. Thuwong thay nhat la vé di tau cao téc. Bon ho mua dwgc nhd céac
‘chan rét’ tin dung va ban lai véi gia khuyén mai cyc ré. Ban than t6i cling
da c6 lan mua loai vé do6 dé di cong tac. Vé hoan toan hop 1€. Va ré dén giat
minh.” D6i moi vi luat sw cong 1én nu cwdi cham biém. “Tro choi dwoc
thiét ké theo dang mot khi anh da tham gia thi kho long dit ra duge. Cang
thye tha, cang nghiém tic thi anh cang bi lin sdu. Anh c6 gidy hét sic
nhung rot cude chang nhic nhich dwgce phan nao. Cudi cung, anh tim moi
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cach c6 thé dé dao thoat - thuong la viéc gi do trai phap luat. Theo 16i suy
nghi thong thuong, viec mot cong ty dem muwoi hay hai muoi triéu yeén cho
mot ngwdi mbi budc qua tudi vi thanh nién vay la qua sic dién r6. Nhung
chuyén do6 da xdy ra. Nhitng cong ty kiéu nay vung tién cho vay khap noi,
mién sao bon ho khong phai la nguwdi cudi cing nam gitt mén cho vay,
trong khi thu hét toan bo s6 1ai. Du sao thi nguwdi di vay, chit khong phai
ngan hang hay cac chu ng, la ngudi thua cudc. Gidng nhw mot hinh kim ty
thap 16n nguoc, ké vay ng & chdép day, ganh trén vai tat ca cac cha ng. Chi
can trugt chan, anh sé sa lay. Nhitng m6n ng nang ganh ct chat chong lén
anh, cho dén khi anh bi dé bep di. Ngay trwéc moi viéc khac han, liwa chon
duy nhat cia anh la dén mot tiém cam do nao trong ti t€ mot chit, hon nita,
anh khong phai muon vay bao nhiéu thi vay. Khong ai muon cho vay ma
khong cé thé chap, nhat la véi nhitng ngwdi binh dan. Tuy nhién, tdi khong
thé néi la toi thich diéu nay. Véi diéu kién nhw ngay nay, ching ta c6 cudc
song tot hon.”

Tiém my bat dau van dan. Thém mot lan khéi trang mo toa ra tv khu
bép.

“Dau gi thi ching ta lam sao c6 thé tr@ lai thoi ky trede cho vay tiéu
dung duwoc nita? Y t6i 1a ching ta dang néi vé khoan tién 57 nghin ty mdi
nam. Anh lam sao kéo ngwgc sy viéc duwge? Pay la chuyén bat kha. Tat ca
nhitng gi t6i muon néi la khong can thiét phai day vai chuc trong s6 hang
ngan nguwoi vao dwong cung moi nam. Khién cho ho phai ty sat hodc roi
vao nhitng tham kich twong ty, hodc budc ho phai bé nha ra di, hoac pham
phai toi ac.”

“Ttc l1a ching ta nén thay doi cau tric cta hé thong nay?”

“Pung vay. Va kiém soat ngat nghéo mirc 1ai suat cat c6. Bon cho vay
nang lai c6 mau mat thwong dwa ra mirc dao dong tir hai mwoi lam dén ba
muoi lam phan tram. Bon ho tim céach lach gitta Pao luat Kiém soat Lai
sudt va Quy ché tai chinh sita doi. Pé la vung diém mu ma nhitng nguoi co
chitc trach thuwong tic ludi cho ring, ‘Um, ding 1a c6 nhitng viéc khong 6n,
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nhung can gi phdi vii vang béi 16ng tim vét.” Trong khi dé, déi vdi cac ca
nhan vay ng day thuc sy 1a mot tham hoa kinh hoang. Hay nhin theo so d6

»

nay...

Mizoguchi vach mét duong nita trén ban: Bat dau véi duong tao goc hai
muoi do, n6 md rong dan thanh dwong bon mwoi lam do. “Rut tién mat tw
thé tin dung, chat vat xoay x& cac khoan thanh toan, dén go ctra nhitng ké
cho vay nang lai. Theo con duwong nay, hai triéu yén tién vay véi mirc lai
suat ba muwoi phan tram mot nam tam lén thanh mwoi sau triéu yén trong
vong hon bay nam. Chinh la dwong cong nay,” 6ng vira ndi vira ré ngon tay
theo duwong cong. “Toi c6 mot than chu, ¢ vao quang ngoai ba muoi, mang
moén ng muoi hai triéu yén, trong do hét chin triéu la tién 1d3i. M6n ng cang
lic cang phinh ra, ngoai tam kiém soat. L.an dau tién vay tién bang thé, cau
ta khong mdy may nhan thitc toan bd qua trinh nay dang sg nhw thé nao.
Mot chiéc may rut tién ty dong khong c6 phan sy gidi thich vé cach tinh
13i.” Miéng 6ng mim lai thanh mét nu cwdi. “Dung nhu vay ddy, diéu nay
lién quan dén van dé thit ba ma t6i nghi chiing ta hét sitc can - sy gido duc
k¥ ludng. Sw phd bién thong tin ngay cang rong rai. Anh con nhd ltc toi dé
cap chuyén moi ngudi bat dau vay tién bang thé, thwong thi ho cam thay
mtrc 1ai sudt khéng qua cao?”

“Vang, t6i nhg.”

“Pung vay. Ban dau cau ta hau nhw chang hé dé tam. Nhung t6i noi cho
anh hay, 1ai suat cling giong nhw 16p phan trang diém phu nit. Cang ngay
cang day lén. Riéng cum tir ‘cho vay tiéu dung’ nghe rat ém tai. Di vay
nang 1ai, ai cling biét viéc nay khong hay ho gi, nhat la nhitng ngudi tré
tudi. Viéc vay muwon tién nho thé tin dung ban than né khong hé sai. Chi cé
diéu mirc 1ai suat vay dao dong tir hai mwoi lam t6i ba mwoi lam phan tram
gia goc hang nam la gan bang mic 1ai cua nhitng ké cho vay nang 1ai sitng
sd. Co 1é bdi cach nhan tién qua don gidn nén dé tao an twgng rang vay tién
bang thé tin dung la viéc lam an toan. Pay la diém sai lam dau tién.”

Coc cta Mizoguchi lai hét sach nuéc.
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“Cac thanh nién vén rat dé bj t6n thuwong. Ay vdy ma cac cong ty tai
chinh tiéu dung ngay nay dac biét thiic day cong cudc md rong thi treong
nham vao nguwoi tré tuéi. Ho mom nam miéng mudi dé 16i kéo khach hang
mai. Vi vay ching ta can phai tinh téo, bgi Iic nao cling c6 san mot chiéc
h6 chd ta sup xuéng. Nam nay chinh xac 1a nam thit hai mwoi ké tir khi cac
ngan hang 16n lan dau phat hanh thé tin dung cho gigi hoc sinh sinh vién.
Nhung trong sudt nhitng nam qua, da cé truong pho théng hay truong dai
hoc nao day bon tré cach dung thé sao cho phu hgp chwa? Chiing ta c6 thé
ngay lap titc bit tay vao lam viéc nay. O cac trudng cap ba cong 1ap thudc
Tokyo, tdi dugc biét tredc khi tot nghiép cac nit sinh dwgc hoc cach st
dung my pham. Vay ddy, néu ho cé thdi gian va cong sitc cho viéc nay,
thiét nghi ho thita sttc day hoc tro nhitng kj nang co ban dé xoay x& khi
gip van deé véi tién bac chit!” Ong ddm nhe trén mit ban. “T6i khong phai
ngwoi hay chi trich, nhung viéc nay thuc sy khién toi téc dién 1én. Toan bo
van dé nam 6 nhitng ké ho ctia bd may quan liéu. Bang 1& phéi c6 mot co
quan chuyen trach theo doi toan bo nganh kinh doanh tin dung tiéu dung.”

“Trudc nay khong cé a?”

“Cac khoan mua ban tin dung thudc quyén quan ly cia B6 Thwong mai
va Cong nghiép. Cac khoan vay tiéu dung lai do Bg Tai chinh quan ly. Cac
co quan chitc nang diéu khién nganh kinh doanh nay bi phan chia manh
mun, nhat la ho khong c6 sy lién két v4i nhau. Trong khi d6 cé nhitng ngan
hang cung lic kinh doanh tin dung lan cho vay tién mat. Tham chi c6 lic
ho dung chung mot thé.” Mizoguchi hoi gap nguoi trén ghé Honma nhan
thdy chu tiém liéc vé phia ho, khé cwoi. Cé 1é trudc day ong ta da tirng nhin
thay canh twgng nay khong duwdi mot 1an.

“Anh néi anh muon biét Shoko Sekine thudc tuyp ngwoi nao. Vay thi hay
can nhac nhitng 16i t6i vira n6i, coi nhw mét nguén tham khao.”

“Veé viéc nganh kinh doanh tao co hdi cho c0 ta lam hét thdy moi thi?”

“Pung thé. Chac chan anh sé phai nghi thém. T6i hiéu trong thé gidi tin
dung tiéu dung, c6 da thé loai phién toai: nhitng van dé vé hé thong, van dé
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13i suét, thiéu nang lyc quan ly, thiéu hiéu biét... Tat cd déu diang, nhung
khi néi dén viéc vay muon ngoai kha nang chi tra, d6 la van dé ctia mot ca
nhan. C6 thé nhan cach ho khong ding dan, hodc don gian ho bi nham lan
vé cach van hanh ctia moi thit lién quan dén thé tin dung. Ciing can noi ro:
Khong phai moi ngudi trén dat Nhat déu gap no nan chong chat. Nhitng
nguoi hiéu kha ro vé tin dung déu biét cach tiéu dung an toan. Diéu c6t yéu
la cac khoan ng chong chat phan anh sy that bai hodc thiéu soét cia ca nhan.
T6i ndi c6 sai chd nao khong?”

Qua hay! Honma liéc nhin chang trai & quay thu tién, ltic nay dang toét
cwoi va nhin ho mot cach cong khai.

“T6i noi triung van dé chwa?”
“Hoan toan trang trong tam.”

Mizoguchi ho khé r6i ngtrng lai mot chit trudce khi hoi tiép, “Anh cé lai
xe khong, Honma?”

((Da?’,

“Xe hoi. Anh c6 bang lai xe khong?”

“Co bac a. Chi hiém t6i khong 1ai xe.”

“Co phai vi cong viéc cua anh qua ban ron? Khong c6 thoi gian danh cho
xe?”

“Da khong, la vi...” Anh phai giai thich doi 10i. “Thuc ra, ba nam truéc,
vo t0i bi tai nan. Hom d6 troi muwa, mét chiéc xe tai tir lan dwong doi dién
dam vao co ay.”

Po6i mat Mizoguchi trgn tron trong gidy lat. “Va co ay...”

“Gan nhu chét ngay titc khac. Ké tir d6 to6i khong lai xe nita. Tham chi
con khong gilr xe, n6 ggi lai cho toi nhitng ky e t6i té. Mac du vay t6i van
gitr bang 1ai.”
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Yén lang mot hoi, vi luat sw ngoi thang day roi cui dau, nhanh va khé
khang nhw mot con réi. “T6i rat tiéc... Toi khong biét.”

“Vang, khong sao dau. Bac dirng lo.” Mot nguoi rat biét cach tng xt,
Honma nghi. “Du sao di nita thi viéc lai xe c6 lién quan gi a?”

“Cau héi cua t6i that vo y qua.” Vi luat sw veeon thang ngudi, nghi ngoi,
r6i tiép tuc chu dé cii. “Tuy nhién tir nhitng 10i anh ké véi t6i, toi chac anh
sé hiéu.”

“Bac noi cu thé hon di a!”

“Vo anh lai xe rat can than, phai khong?”

“Vang, c6 ay thuwong chd con trai ching chau. Néu c6 diéu gi phai phan
nan thi day la c6 ay qua can than.”

“Con nguoi lai xe tai thi sao?”

“Han ngu guc trén tay lai. Theo 16i han thi do lam viéc qua sitc. Cong ty
thiéu nguwoi, han khéng chop mat dwgc chit nao trong sudt hai ngay lién.
Han da lai lién tuc trén mot hanh trinh rat dai, xuyén su6t Nhat Ban. Tw
Nam ra Bac, roi 1ai nguwgc tré vao Nam. Nghe thé, t6i chang con tam trang
nao ma doi bat han ganh trach nhiém nira.”

Vi luat sv gat dau thau hiéu. “Giita hai lan dwong cé go phan chia
khong? Con duong do rong khong? Khi chiéc xe tdi lao vao xe vg anh, cé
cho cho c6 dy danh tay lai sang cho khac khong?”

Tra 10i tat ca nhitng cau héi cua vi luat s, Honma chi lac dau.

“Vay ai mdi la nguoi ¢ 16i?” Mizoguchi hoi. “Cit coi nhu 16i thudc vé
tay tai xé xe tdi ddm ngu guc trong ltic diéu khién xe. Nhung chac chan mot
phan 16i thugc vé chi cong ty da bat han ta lam viéc trong diéu kién nhw
vay. Va cd co quan chitc nang bdi ho chang buon lam go an toan trén céac
con dwong quoc 16 von danh cho ca xe con lan xe tai. Cong thém ly do cac
con duong nhé hep, diéu nay déng nghia v6i nhitng nguwdi quy hoach
dwong sa ciing ganh mot phan trach nhiém. Chirng dé la chwa da, béi gia
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dat bi ddy 1én cao ngat ngudng.” Ong ngwdc nhin 1én. “Con cé hang loat
cac nhan to6 twong ty gdy nén vu tai nan. Cé nhiéu thit c6 thé tranh dé
phong ngtra nd. Thé nhung t6i doan chiing déu bi gat sang mot bén dé di
dén két luan, ‘Rot cudc 16i thudc vé hai ngwoi lai xe. Day la 16i cua ca
nhan.” Nhu vay cé céng bang khong?”

Honma khong muon trd 161, anh cling biét minh chang can phai tra 10i.

Mizoguchi gat dau roi néi tiép. “Chung ta dé dang gom nhitng ngudoi
ganh ng chong chat lai roi két luan ho da pham 16i. Nhwng nhu thé chang
khac gi cho rang tat cd nhitng ngudi 1ai xe bi vieéng vao tai nan xe co déu la
nhitng tai xé t6i. B6 1a 1y do khién ho pha hong xe. Bang 1é khong nén cap
bang lai cho ho. Tham chi chang bu6n xem xét hoan canh truéc va sau vu
tai nan. Va bang chitng dugc dva ra la: c6 nhitng ngwoi khong bao gio gap
tai nan xe c0.”

Honma nhd lai tay tai x€ xe tai, nhd lai quang thoi gian hdan dén nha anh,
cung vOi mot canh sat bén Cuc Giao thong. Anh chi nhd mang mang ngoai
hinh, nhung chang thé nao hinh dung lai dwgc guwong mat han. Ga tai xé
cling khong dam nhin tryc dién Honma. Doi tay han run ray khi thap hwong
tredc di anh ctia Chizuko, khién mudi tro virong ra mot it. Sau dé, khi lau
don cho tro, Honma c6 cam giac vi tri ga tai xé vira quy néng am khac
thwong. Anh bat dau birng birng Itva gian. Biét dwgc 16i khéng phai chi do
gd ta gdy nén cling chang ich gi, ma chi cang khién con gian thém phan té
hai.

Honma mat vai gidy ngdy ngwoi nhin vi luat sw gia, trude khi giong noi
cta chinh anh dwa anh tré lai thuc tai. “To6i biét bac am chi diéu gi, bac
Mizoguchi.”

Mizoguchi tiép tuc noéi, ban dau chi cham rai, “Vdi cac tai nan giao
thong, anh c6 thé dé dang quy két trach nhiém cda ngwoi tai xé. Nhung vai
nhitng thit von dwgc ménh danh la tiéu chuan an toan ctia xe 0 t6 thi sao?
Hodc cac hang ché tao xe, von wu tién dac diém tiét kiém nhién liéu hon
yéu t6 an toan? Dung thé, mot phan 16i tat nhién do nguwoi 1ai, nhung néu
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chi don gian noi rang nhitng ai trng dam xe déu la tai x€ té hai thi qua sic
buén cwoi. Ciling twong tw nhw vay vGi viéc vay muwon va cac khoan ng
cong don.”

Ro0i giong ong don dap hon. “Cac diéu luat hién hanh vé van dé pha san
can dugc stta doi & nhiéu diém, nhw nhiéu bai bado dung phép ngoa du dé
canh bao ching ta: ‘Giét nguwoi thong qua tuyén b6 ca nhan pha san.” Anh
c6 biét cac thu tuc tuyén bo pha san khéng?”

“T6i chi biét dai khai th6i.”

“Thuce ra cac budce tién hanh kha don gian,” vi luat s gidi thich. “Truwéc
tién anh sé tuyén b6 pha san véi bat cit toa an dia phwong nao c6 tham
quyén. Anh dién vao mét mau don c6 san, kém theo ban sao s6 ho khau va
gidy tam trd, ban ghi chép tai san, danh sach cac chu ng cung ban viét tay
mo ta chi tiét hoan canh khién anh 1am vao no nan. Sau do, anh sé nhan
dwge mot gidy triéu tap va trinh dién trwdc toa, tham phan sé kiém tra doi
chiéu tryc dién. Bwdc nay duwgc goi la ‘doi chat xac tin’. Cudc diéu tra cta
toa cung viéc doi chat khéng mat nhiéu thoi gian. B6i véi cac ca nhan, quy
trinh tuyén bd pha sdn hoan tat chi mot hodc hai thang sau khi dé don.
Trong treong hgp nguoi do co nha hodc cac tai san hitu hinh, nguoi thwa
hanh do toa chi dinh sé tham tra cac chu ng, thanh 1y tai san va phan chia
mot cach cong bang. Sudt thdi gian nay, nguwdi tuyén bo pha san khong
dwgc chuyén noi & hodc di du lich ma khéng dwgce toa an cho phép.

Trong nhiéu truong hgp, cac loai thuw tir dwgce chuyén ti€p thang dén
nguoi thira hanh. Tuy nhién, néu ngwoi tuyén bé pha san chwa t6i hai mwoi
tudi, quy trinh nay hoan toan khac. Xét cho cung, mot ngudi tré tudi nhw
vay thi s& hitu dwgc mén gi quy gia dang dé thanh ly co ch? Quan ao, vai
moén do noi that, thiét bi am thanh... Cadc moén do nho 1é thuwong duoc gity
lai. Pwong nhién, néu so6 tai san khong dang la bao thi chang c6 1y do gi dé
kéo dai thu tuc tuyén bo pha san ca. Vay la mot ‘1énh hay’ duwgc thong qua,
theo do tinh trang pha sdn tam ngung khi 1énh dugc ky. Hoat dong nay
chdm dut tinh trang pha san nén lénh han ché duwong sy di chuyén ty do
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dwgce do bé. Mac du vay, ching ta van chwa dat dén diém cudi cia cac moén
ng. Trong vong mot thang sau khi lénh huy dwgc ban ra, anh phai nop don
xin ‘mién ng’. Chi sau khi don nay dugc thong qua, anh méi thoat khoi
trach nhiém chi trd. Qua trinh nay cé thé mat dén sau hodc bay thang. Nhin
chung, cac vu pha san cua ca nhan déu dwgc mién ng ca. Tuy nhién phai
dap tng mot s6 diéu kién nhat dinh. Trudc tién, ngudi tuyén bo pha san
khong co tién sir pha san hay mién ng trong vong mudi nam. No6i cach
khéac, luat da quyét dinh thoi gian to6i da cia mot vu phéa san cia mot nguoi
la mot thap ky. Tuy vay néu phat hién c6 hanh vi lira doi, 1énh mién trir sé
bi hiy bé. Khong dugc gidu giém bat ky tai san nao, hodc néi doi cac chu
ng dé dugc vay cang nhiéu cang tot trong khi ndp don 1én toa. Mat khac,
khong quan trong anh tiéu tién nhw thé nao, hodc trong thoi gian bao lau -
ngoai trir cac vu vay nong dét ngot bi phat hién la c6 muc dich tuyén bo
pha san. Nguwoi bi pha san chang qua chi mudn ‘buwdc sang mot trang mai
cta cudc doi’. Muc tiéu hwdng dén la dé ciru gitip nhitng nguwdi mang ng,
mac du qua trinh nay gan day bi chi trich 1a mot bién phap qua tién lgi dé
ri sach moi trach nhiém.” Mizoguchi thé dai, bat chot trong gia nua hon.
“Thuc sy n6 da dat ra nhitng cau héi vé dao ditc. Mac du t6i van thuwong
nghi rang chiing ta tot hon nén loai bé han hé thdng budc con ngudi ta lao
dong cat lyc dé tra ng. Co 1€ khong phai mirc 1di suat vo nhan dao ma chi la
phan von. Dan dan ho chi trd dwoc titng phan.”

R6i ong bat cwdi. “Nhung anh biét khong, da phan moi ngwdi khong tim
kiém sy gitip d& cho dén khi budc phai do6i mat véi tinh thé khon cung.
Chinh vi thé ma t6i chang c6 nhiéu thoi gian dé tw van cho ho vé bién phap
phong ngtra hay cach gidi quyét. Thi dau tién can phdi ctu git chinh la
mang song caa chinh ho.”

Honma gat dau. “T6i hiéu.”

“Cac moén ng thuwong day ngudi ta vao budc duong tw sat. Chiing pha tan
cac gia dinh, budc nguwdi mang ng phdi bé nha ra di... Nghe giong nhw
chuyén khé tin gitra thoi dai ngay nay, nhung nhitng tan tham kich nay thoi
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nao ciing cd, xuat phat tir viéc thiéu nhan thitc vé quy trinh tuyén bo ca
nhan pha san.”

“Pa bao gio van dé nay dwgc quan tam ding mic chwa a?”

“Gan day thoi, toi van thich nghi rang dé la nho nhitng no Iyc caa chiing
toi, ching t6i nhan thdy ngay cang nhiéu khach hang dén xin tu van truéc
khi moi viéc vugt qua tam kiém soat. S6 lwgng nguoi dé don tuyén bo pha
san cling tang lén. Cac toa thu ly pha sdn déu qua tdi.” Mizoguchi lat so
cuon sb cua o6ng. “Chi riéng nam 1984, trén ca nwdc c6 hon 20.000 vu. B6
la nam duwgc ménh danh ‘khung hoang tai chinh tiéu dung’. Sau nam dé thi
con so 1én xudng that thwong, nhung may nam trd lai day, xu hwéng c6 vé
theo chiéu gia tang. Nam 1990, c6 12.000 vu, nhung nam ngoai da tang vot
1én 23.000 vu. Nam nay chdc chan so lwgng sé con cao hon thé. Bai vi méi
tuan trede thoi, sdu duong day nong tw van vé tin dung cta van phong
ching t6i khong ngitng réo chudng. Pa phan cac cudc goi déu tiv nhitng
nguoi tré tudi. Tham chi ching t6i con nhan dwgc dién thoai cia mot cap
vo chong cé mot dita con bo nha ra di dé tron ng.”

Lic nay hai nguwdi 1a nhitng thwe khach duy nhat con lai trong quan.
Mizoguchi lam bam r6i dirng 1én.

“Hen gip 6ng ngdy mai nhé!” Ong néi v6i vé phia chi tiém trong khi
tién ra cira cing Honma. Ho bu@c trén nhitng con phd ngai ngua cta khu
Ginza la lam vao quang do6 cua ngay: xe dap dung 1on x0n trudc cac ctra
hang, tdi rdc nam vwong vai day d6. Khong chit hao nhoang, khong chut
den dém. Nhitng quan bar thwong lap lanh vé dém, va tién bac thi nga yén
trong ngan hang su6t ngay. Ginza dang thw gian sau mot ngay c6 Ié la tat
bat.

Trong khi ca hai cung séng buwédc, Mizoguchi luon sau hai tay vao tui ao
khoac va ké, “Nam nam truéc, khi bat dau lam thua tuc tuyén bo pha san cho
Shoko Sekine, t6i da liét ké danh sach cac khoan ng chinh cta co ta. Co ta
bdo v@i t6i, ‘Chau khong biét vi sao minh lai lin sau dén vay. Chau chi

Iy »

muon song hanh phic ma théi’.
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“Hanh phtic.” Honma nhac lai.

“Khong giéng nhv mot 101 mé long. Toi nghi thé.” Ong buéc thém vai
buwdc réi noi ti€p. “Néu anh can dia chi noi lam viéc ctia c6 ta cung cac
thong tin twong tw, téi sé dwa hét nhitng gi t6i c6. Toi sé bao Sawagi giri ho
sO cho anh.”

“Cam on bac. Chuing sé gitip t6i nhiéu lam day.”

“P0oi lai, anh sé bao cho t6i hay khi vu viéc c6 tién trién, dwgc khong?”
“Da, chac chan r6i.”

“Thém nita, anh nghi cd Sekine van 6n chit?” Ong bat than hoi.
Honma khong dap, vi luat su cling khong muon truy thém.

O duong giao chinh cia khu Ginza, hai ngudi chuan bi ré vé hai nga.
Trwdc khi noi 10i tam biét, Mizoguchi b6 sung mét y cudi cung, “Dirng
quén nhitng gi t6i vira ké cho anh. Ban than Sekine khong hé xdu. C6 ta da
phai chat vat lam dé ty duy tri cudc séng. Chi c6 diéu troi khong chiéu long
nguoi... Hay nhé k§ y nay. Néu khong anh sé khong thé nhan ra co ta, hodc
cO gai da gia dang co ta.”

“Pugc a. Cam on bac rat nhiéu vi da danh thoi gian cho t6i.”

Vira vay tay, vi luat sw vira xoay nguwdi buwdc di. Pho da 1én den, ong
cling mat dang giita bién nguoi.

Dong doi cit mai miét nhu thé, cuén theo nhitng dogt thay triéu, c6 bao
nhiéu nguwoi khac nita titng chét dudi?
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Chuong 12

Vﬁng mat troi dé ryc ha thap dan trén nén troi. Vai dira tré dang tu tap
trén san choi, leo tréo hang rao, lan 1é trén dat, gai gai lung, giam giam
chan. Gitta dam tré la mét ngwoi dan 6ng nguwoi hoi thap, nguwc vam vad, hai
tay chong hong, miéng ho nhip cho ching. Do ditng xa qua nén Honma
khong nghe ro anh ta néi gi.

Bon tré chi vénh tai nghe mot nira. Hai ba me tré dang ngoi canh nhau
trén xich du, moi ngwoi bé mot dita bé trong long, cung nhin ngwoi dan
ong, mim cuoi de dat.

“... Ching ta phai lam theo dung trat tw, cac chau c6 dong y khong?”
Nguoi dan 6ng thap bé noi, nghe gan nhu hét Ién.

Mot cau bé dang nap mot bén ding bat day, “Tat nhién roi sé theo nhw
16i chd. Nhuwng rot cudc chi 1a ai dy nhi?”

“Ta ha? Con phai héi sao, tat nhién ta la Sherlock Holmes!”
Nhitng dira tré dwa mat nhin nhau, réi cung nhwéng may.

Honma da 10 mo doan duwgc nguwdi dan ong kia la ai, dén khi tién lai gan
hon, anh da c6 thé hoan toan chac chan. Anh dirng lai bén hang rao.

“O 0 0, chac chan roi, chu la Sherlock Holmes,” mot diva 1am bam.

“Tham t danh gia nhat moi thdi dai. That kho tin 1a cac cau khong biét
ta! Tré con thdi nay chan thé day! Chang biét ton trong gi ca.”

“Vi chu khong phai l1a ong ay.” Vai dia cudi tham. Ké ca hai ba me tré
cling gio ban tay 1én che miéng.
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Anh chang thap lun lai cao giong. “Du sao thi chiing ta cling chang cé
thoi gian tranh luan nita. Ching ta cé viéc can lam, mot cudc san lung toi
pham, nhu ta da n6i ddy. Pugc chit? Gio thi hdy nhdc moéng 1én di tim

2

nao.
Bon tré tan ra cac hudng.

Honma vira m&i ré vé phia toa nha thi giong noéi oang oang kia da vang
1én sau lung anh. “E nay!”

Honma khong quay dau lai, cling chang bu6n di cham hon, nhung phai
thita nhan chiéc chan dau da lam gidm dang ké toc do ctia anh. Anh chang
thap lun dudi sat got anh. “Nay, chuyén gi thé nay? Cau khong thé ci¢ budc
nhu thé chang quen biét gi t& ca.”

Honma xua xua tay. “T0i c6 quen cau dau. Chwa tirng gap cau bao gio.”

“No6i doi nhé!” Sadao Funaki noéi to, dudi kip r6i budc cham lai theo nhip
cta Honma. “Cai chan van gay phién toai qua nhi?”

“Cam on cau, t¢ chang dé y may.”
“Gia ma td ganh ho cau dugc.”

“Nay, noi chuyén khac dvgc khong?” Liuc nay anh bat cuwoi. “Ma cau
nghi cau dang lam gi vay ha?”

Funaki thd phi pho. “T6 chitc d6i tim kiém. T¢ huan luyén may dita nho
thanh doi tham t@ nghiép dw.”

“Bon ching dang tim gi vay?”
“Cho. Mot con cho bi lac.”
Honma ding lai gitta dwong. “Khong phai con Bau bat chi?”

Funaki c6 vé ngac nhién khi Honma biét con ché d6. “Pung r6i, chinh
né. Mot céi tén ngd ngan mang ra dat cho ch6. Co 1€ vi thé ma né quyét
dinh bo trén ciing nén.”
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Vay la con Dau Dat van chwa vé nha. “Con choé rat than thién, nhung
khong dugc thong minh cho 1am. Ai mu6n dat né di sé chang gap kho khan
ti nao.”

“Um, t6 chi mong né khong bi 6 t6 dam phai théi.” Funaki néi, giong
hoi tram xudng mot chuit.

Ca hai ngtrng lai mot choc trwdc sanh doi thang may dé 14y lai nhip thé.
“Cau nghe ai ké chuyén con Bau Bat vay?” Honma hai.

“Makoto,” ban anh dap. Makoto rat quy “chd Sadao”, mac du thang bé
thwong kéu ca chu dy hay la hét.

“Trong khi cau di loanh quanh day do, Makoto tap hgp lii ban dé di tim
con cho. Té chi cho chung vai chiéu co ban, co vay thoi.”

“Nhung gio Makoto c6 trong dam do dau?”

“Thang bé c6 viéc khac,” Funaki ké, giong day tw hao. “N6 cung Isaka
va thang bé Kazzy, ca ba t6i khu nhot ché méo lac roi.”

Duong nhu Iic nao Funaki cling mang ding mot bd quan do, du trén
thue t€, anh méc luan phién ba bo quan do duwgc may tir cung loai vai, theo
ding mot phom. Piéu nay mang lai cdm giac anh rat chu trong chuyén an
mac. Chiéc ao khoac mau nau nhat khong cai ctic. Va nhw lam édo thuat, anh
16i tir tdi 4o trong ra mot phong bi 16n lam tir gidy sgi chudi, “Day nhé,
diung nhu cau yéu cau.”

Lo swdi trong phong khach van con am. Funaki ty nhién nhw dang & nha,
bwdc qua sanh dén thap mot nén nhang tridc tdm anh tho ctia Chizuko.
Trong lic d6, Honma lay xap tai liéu ra khéi phong bi: Gidy hiay hd khau
cua Shoko Sekine ¢ Utsunomiya va danh sach cac cong viéc co ta tung

lam.

“Cam on. Té ng cau lan nay.” Honma noi.
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Funaki gio mdt tay 1én to y da nghe thay réi quay vé phia bitc anh, noi
tham c6t dé ban anh nghe dwgc, “Nay, Chizuko, 1do chong cta cau lai dinh
dang dén vu an nao doé r6i.”

Funaki va Chizuko da choi véi nhau tir héi con bé. Ca hai hoc chung thoi
tiéu hoc. Trén thuc té, chinh Funaki da gigi thiéu Chizuko véi Honma khi
hai ngwdi con hoc & Hoc vién Céanh sat. Co dy nhw em gai té vay, Funaki da
néi thé. Té khong mudn thdy c6 dy gan bé voi mot ké khéng xirng.

Nhung khi Honma hoi, Thé sao cdu khong ldy c6 dy? Funaki phdi suy
nghi hoi lau. C6 dy quad doi than thiét, cubi cung anh néi, thdn qud nén
khéng song chung duoc.

Funaki hiém khi tGi day, anh qua ban ron. Nhuwng moi khi t6i anh phai
danh ra it phit néi chuyén véi bitc anh. Honma dé mac ban muén chuyén
tro bao nhiéu tuy thich. Anh trai cac tai liéu lén mat ban réi ngoi xuodng.
Giay huy ho khau rat rdo rang. Shoko Sekine that chwa bao gio thay doi dia
chi thwong trd, cho dén khi c6 nang gia mao lam s6 ho khau méi &
Honancho. Pia chi do chd hd - b6 ¢6 ta - viét tay, c6 ndi dung: Ichozakacho
2001, Utsunomiya.

Thém mot muc ghi chi rang “cho & hién tai” cia c6 ta: Khu Nam Kasai
410-5, phuong Edogawa, Tokyo, t* ngay 1 thang Tw nam 1983. Nhu vay,
khong con nghi ngd gi nita, day la noi c6 ta tirng song khi lam viéc & Cong
ty Thuwong mai Kasai. Anh t6i cho dién thoai, tra danh ba tim s6 cong ty roi
bam goi.

Mot phu nit nghe may. Anh giai thich rang minh c6 viéc can gtti thu dén
va muon xac minh dia chi. Honma doc dia chi dwgc ghi trong cudén s6 ho
khau.

Nguwoi phu nit tra 10i anh rang, chd d6 khong phai dia chi van phong
cong ty ma la khu nha & tap thé cia nhan vién.

Honma dat 6ng nghe xuéng, ngudc lén da thdy Funaki dang cham chu
nhin minh. “T¢ mudn udng tra,” Funaki néi khong chut khach séo.
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“Ngan dudi cung,” Honma dap.

Funaki tién lai tG bép, md hét cac canh ctra ngan dwdi cung va, 16i ra mot
hép nho dyng tra. R6i anh d6 day nwdc vao am, dat 1én bép gas dun. “Choi
ludn kiéu tw phuc vu nhi?”

“Chuan.”

“Nay, néu cau ci khong chiu lwgn 16 loanh quanh day do nita, chang
may chdc cau sé thanh mot 6ng 1ao lu khu cho ma xem.”

“Té ty cam thdy minh gia nua lam ro6i, cAm on cau.”

Dia chi tam tru tiép theo trong ghi chép la tdoa nha Kinshicho, noi Shoko
Sekine song khi ndp don tuyén bo pha san. Nhw vay c6 1€ khi roi khoi khu
tap thé cia nhan vién Cong ty Thwong mai Kasai va chuyén t6i ché méi, c6
ta bat dau chiu ap luc tir cac khodn can thanh toan. Buwéc lam lac dau tién
cta co ta. Khi cac nhan vién tré tu6i song & nha tdp thé ctia cong ty, ho
thwong mong duwgc song tw do nhw minh mudén, khéng cé gio gidgi nghiém,
khong c6 nhitng nguoi quan ly nha hay soi moi hodac dam ca khia xung
quanh. Ho thuwong lap liém cai gia dé dat dugc tw do, chang may may can
nhac mot thyce té cay nghiét la nhitng nhu cau thiét yéu nhw dién, gas, hay
nuwéc doi toilet @ bén ngoai sé ngdn rat rat nhiéu tién.

Muc cudi cung la dia chi co ta chuyén dén sau khi dwgc toa chap thuan
tuyén bd pha san, noi co ta bién mat vao ngay 17 thang Ba nam 1990: Toa
nha Kawaguchi Co-op.

Sau khi me mat, Shoko Sekine da dén gap luat s dé xin tw van vé khoan
tiéen bao hiém. Co ta khong nhac dén bat ci tai san nao, nhw vay cé 1é me
c6 ta da song & nha thué. Diéu nay cling dé hiéu. B6 c6 ta mat sém, nén
chac chang c6 mdy tién cta dé lai cho hai me con. Theo cac ghi chép trong
cu6n s6 ho khau bi hiy, me c6 ta da chuyén noi & ba lan - déu trong pham
vi thanh phé Utsunomiya - tredc khi qua doi vao ngay 25 thang Mudi mot
nam 1989. Khi qua doi noi ba dang ky ho khau la Ichozakacho 2005 va da
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0 d6 dugc ngot chuc nam. Cach dia chi thuong tru cta ca gia dinh khong xa
lam.

Me 0 ta & Utsunomiya sudt chang qua vi qua gan b6 vdi qué nha? Hay
vi ba mu6n bao vé “t6 am” cho c6 con gai khi c6 muon trg vée?

Funaki ngo6i xuéng chiéc ghé déi dién Honma. Anh véi tay lay cuén so6
h6 khau khi Honma vira xem xong, 1at xem qua, khong n6i mot 16i nao.

Danh sach cac viéc lam cii trong ghi chép cia S& Lao dong da giup
Honma x4c nhan nhitng diéu anh nghi ngd. Co hai s6 dang ky danh cho
Shoko Sekine.

Mot duwgce cap khi c6 nang Shoko that bat dau lam viéc tai Cong ty
thwvong mai Kasai. Cai con lai dugc cap vao thang Tw nam 1990, khi Shoko
gia mao dugc Cong ty Cung ttng M4y moc va Thiét bi Imai nhan vao lam,
c6 1é d6 la lan dau tién co6 ta dang ky & S& Lao dong.

“Sau khi 14y dwogc cac gidy to nay, t6 da goi dién tGi S& Lao dong.”
Funaki ké. “Bon ho rat ngac nhién tredc sy lap lai, du rang khéng phai
khong c6 ngudi co tinh che gidu théng tin cua cong viéc cii. Bon ho bao,
nhitng ngwoi nhw vay chi can tim dén réi noi, “Pay la lan dau tién t6i dang
ky.” B6i luc ho sé kiém tra so lwgc, nhung véi cac loai gidy to thong
thwong, ho thuwong nhanh chéng cho qua. Ho chang dai chuéc thém phién
todi lam gi. Hon ntta, ho chi lwu ho so trong vong bdy nam, nén chac chang
ai nhan co6 ta vao lam tir dan Cong ty Thwong mai Kasai. Sau dé, co ta that
nghiép mot thoi gian.”

Honma ngam nghi. Khi Cong ty Imai thué Shoko gia, c6 ta khong cach
nao c6 dwgc thong tin vé cac cong viéc cii ctia Shoko that lan gidy to & S&
Lao dong. C6 ta khéng con su chon lvya nao khac ngoai viéc di dang ky “lan
dau”. Ciing c6 thé co ta khong nghi nggi nhiéu lam.

Khéng, Shoko gia khong thé nao la ngwdi suy nghi nong can duwgc, nhat
la tir nhitng gi anh dwgc biét vé c6 ta. Khong cé thé ctia S& Lao dong, co ta
budc phai néi doi. Sau khi Shoko that nghi viéc & Cong ty Thuwong mai
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Kasai, co tron thoat caic moén ng lan nhitng ké doi ng bang cach chuyén téi
Kawaguchi va sa chan vao thé giéi quan bar - trdi qua moi no6i khon kho
trong doi co ta vao quang thoi gian nay - mot tdm gidy chitng minh thw
moéng manh chac sé dé dang bi that lac. Nguwdi phu nit gidu mat dang sau co
o 1€ da lyc tung can ho ¢ Kawaguchi nhung khong tim dworc gi.

Am nuéc bit dau rit 1én. Funaki bat diy budc t6i pha tra. Anh rét nudc
vao hai chiéc coc roi bé ra ban. “Coé du th cau can roi chit?” Anh héi, chu
miéng khé thoi lan hoi boc 1én.

“Um, cam on cau!” Honma vira néi vira vudt phing phiu may to gidy.
Anh ngung lai.

Funaki dang nhin anh. “Con gi nita a?”

“Thuc ra la sé tot hon nita néu cau tim hiéu xem c0 ta c6 ho chiéu hay
bang lai khong.”

“Hirm!” Funaki liéc vé dién thoai. “Dé t¢ thir goi xem, nhwng mudn hoi
vé ho chiéu thi hoi khé. C6 1€ phai doi mat vdi vai ga thich sach nhiéu. Ro6i
t@ sé bdo lai cho cau. T6i nay dwgce khong?”

“Puogc thé thi tot qua r6i.”

Funaki khong héi nguyén nhan cta toan bo cau chuyén. Anh chi can biét
nhitng diéu dang phai biét. Cho dén lic nay day van la chuyén noi bo gia
dinh Honma. Anh chi don thuan gitip d& ban minh, dén gio la vay. Honma
sé ndi thang néu cudc tim kiém vwot qua kha nang cua anh.

“Thém mot viéc 16n ma té ng cau, té sé hau ta, thé day!”

“Hau ta ludn di!” Funaki n6i. Khi Honma tr6é mat nhin lai, anh giai thich,

“Té dang bi. Giup t¢ dwa ra cai nhin vao diém mau chét mot vu duoc
khong?”

Hoéa ra Funaki dang theo mét vu giét ngudi. “Vu viéc xdy ra & Nakano.
Ngbi nha cach ga Nakano chi muwoi phit xe buyt. Thoi diém la hon hai gio
chiéu. Mot tén cwdp c6 vii khi dot nhap. Ngoi nha la ctia mot cap vo chong.
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Nguwdi chong bi dam dén chét, co vg bi tréi. Tén cudp bo tron, nhung hang
x6m da thay dugc khi han roi di.”

“Hiéu.”

“Cap vg chong rat giau. Nguwoi chong nam muoi ba tudi, c6 vg méi ba
muoi. La vg hai.”

“Bon ho c6 con khong?”

“Vé&i c6 vo nay thi khong. Nhung biét kiém tién, hai nguoi do giau hang
khuang. Ho la chua hai tiém ca phé, mot cita hang bang hinh cung hai ctra
hang phuc vu xuyén dem.”

“Giau that!”

“Thém nita la anh chéng mua ban hiém nhan tho tri gia mot tram triéu
yén. Bon ho 1dy nhau mé&i dwgc mot nam rudi. Gia dinh nguwdi chéng khong
c6 chut thién cdm nao doi v6i c6 vg. Ho nghi c6 ta chang qua chi yéu tién
cua anh ta ma thoi.”

Honma cwoi ma manh. “Va?”

“Theo nhitng gi t& quan sét, kich ban dwgc sap xép tredc. Ngwoi vo da
dan dung toan bo, dé 1ay tién cta anh chong. C6 ta c6 nguwoi khac. Pay la
10i moi ngudi ri tai nhau. Chinh ga do6 da yém trg c6 ta.”

“Co6 vé dung.”

“That ha?” Funaki giong manh xuong ban. “Nhung - day mdi la van de
nay - khong c6 ai cd. Khong c6 ké bi tinh nghi.”

“Hfl’?”

“Co ta khong c6 ai ca. Du theo sat doi song riéng tw cta c6 ta cling
khong thé tim ra dau vét ctia bat ky nguwdi dan 6ng nao khac. Khong mot
chut nao. Co ta hoan toan trong sach.”

“Trong c6 ta thé nao?”
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“Phai ndi la cau khong thé tong c6 ta ra khéi giwong vi téi an banh quy
dau. Co6 1€ anh chong bi hat hon 1a vi thé.”

Honma nhé lai Nobuko Konno, nguoi phu nit quan ly toa nha
Kawaguchi trong khi 6ng chéng trong coi quan bar. M6t phu nit dep. Lai
thong minh nita - cho du cé 1€ ba ta khong nhan ra méi quan tdm Honma
danh cho minh.

“Té thye khong hiéu no6i,” Funaki rén ri. “Du cho cdu nam bat cau
chuyén theo cach nao, chac chan phai thiy lan khuit bong dang mot ga dan
ong. Nhung rot cudc chang c6 gi ca. Cau da bao gio nghe chuyén gi dién ro
thé nay chwa? Mat phu nit xinh dep, lai tré hon chong dén hai mwoi tudi...”

Honma nghi van vo. Nobuko. Vi cac tai liéu trong tay, doi dap troi chay
tredc cac cau hoi cuia Honma. Trong khi chong va con géi ban ron rira ly
tach... Akemi, di goi me con xuong day!

“Pung roi...” Honma bat than néi to, chdn ngang nhitng 16i doc thoai cta
Funaki.

‘(Gi?”
“May ctta tiém cua ho ay. Ngwoi chong thue sw quan 1y? Hay ¢6 vo?”

Trong Funaki boi r6i vo cung. Nhw thé mét nguwdi bude chan vao mot
tiém my truyén thong ma lai dwgc phuc vu dé an Phap.

“Nao?” Honma nhac lai.
“... Sao thé? Td nghi la ngudi chéng.”
“Cau nghi? Lai suy doan thoi phong?”

“Khong, anh chong thuc sy quan ly tai chinh. Trén thyc té€ co quan thué
da so gay anh ta. Do nghi ng@ tron thué.”

“Vay la nguoi chong quéan ly tién bac.” Honma cham rai nhac lai.
“Nhung viéc d6 khong dong nghia vGi viéc quan ly viéc lam an. Kiéu nhw
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can nhac phong cach trang tri ndi that, quyét dinh chon ban loai bang hinh
nao... tat ca nhitng khau di kem 4y. Ai la ngwdi nam gii?”

Funaki 1ap titc trd 15i. “A 4, ciing 1a anh chong luén. C6 vg hau nhu
chang nhing tay vao viéc gi. Anh ta rit chiéu vg, bdo c6 ta chd mat cong
nghi ngoi nhitng chuyén vat vanh.”

“Khong c6 dau hiéu cai co hay don ép vé cha dé nay chii?”

Funaki lac dau. “Theo nhw t¢ dwgc biét thi khong. Dau sao 6 ta ciing
chang may hirng thu. Co ta biét nhitng gi can biét va cdm thay chtrng do la
da. Thé nén c6 ta chon cach bé di moi chuyén trong phan doi con lai.”

“Sao cau qua quyét thé?”

“Co 1€ thoi,” Funaki nhtin vai. “Nhung chac ding thdi, nhitng ngudi lam
cong rat quy co ta. Nguwoi quan ly mot tiém ca phé ctia bon ho con bdo t6 la
co ta lich sy ggi y vé nhac nén ctia quan. C6 ta dwa ra y kién vé loai nhac
ma cac khach hang tré tudi wa thich. Té doan la trwdc day co ta hay di ca
phé vGi ban bé 1am.”

Honma gat dau. “Thém hai cau nita.”
“Bll’(jc.”
“Co vo lam nghé gi tredc khi két hon?”

“Nit thu ky. Lo cac loai gidy t0, khong c6 gi dac biét lam. Thém vai viéc
vat cua ké todn, nhw vay chac han co ta cling thuéc dang nhanh nhen thao

»

vat.

Lai m6t lan nita hinh dnh Nobuko Konno hién hién trong tam tri Honma.
“Cau hoi thtt hai. Cau ndi c6 tin dén c6 vg c6 nguoi tinh. Ngoai tin don
nay, co chitng c gi khong?”

“Khong, nguwdi ta chi ri tai nhau thé thoi. Thinh thodng hang xém hay
ngwoi lam thay c6 ta chung dién roi di ra ngoai mot minh.”
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“Nhung khong c6 béng dang dan 6ng, khong thé chi ra mot nguwdi cu
thé.”

“Thé nén t6 méi dién dau.”

“Nhitng lic nhu thé trong co ta thé nao?”

“Y cau 1a 6 ta &n mac thé nao hir?”

“Pung roi. Mac vét, kimono hay vay véc diém dia? Co ta cd xitc nwdc
hoa khong? C6 trang diém dam hon thwong ngay khong? Co ta cam theo
tii xach loai nao? Piéu nay rat quan trong. Loai xac tay nhé, tién 1gi, to cd
mot chiéc khan tay. Hay chiéc cdp nhiéu ngan, da 16n dé dung so tay hay so
hen? D06i giay 0 ta di cling tao nén sy khac biét. Mot doi bong bay, hay
loai dé bang dé di?”

Funaki 16i cudn so6 ghi chép ra, viét nguéch ngoac vai dong. “Héi nhitng
th nay lam gi vay?”

Honma dan tay sau dau, nga twa vao ghé. “Cau bao khong hé c6 dau vét
ctia mot nguwdi dan 6ng nao. Thé nén t¢ giad dinh ding la khong c6. Vay thi
co ta ra ngoai 1am gi? Um, néu cd ta thwdng ngdy van dn méc chin chu, xtc
nuwéc hoa nhe, trang diém vira phai, mang theo chiéc cdp tién dung, di giay
bét thodi mai... thi doi twong c6 ta gap g& da thu hep dang ké.”

Funaki gat dau giuc anh noi tiép. “Thi sao?”

“Poi twgng dang nghi nhat la...”

“..laai?”

“Mot ngan hang. Khong phai ngan hang noi chong c6 ta gt tién, ma la
mot ngan hang khac, mot noi lam viéc tryc ti€p véi co ta. Co vo sd cach
giai thich néu chong c6 ta phat hién ra, ding khéng nao?”

Funaki nhun vai, chia doi tay nho nhung kha vuong ra. “Quai quy that...
Nhung 6 ta c6 chuyén gi can dén ngan hang co chit?”

“Kinh doanh. Tai chinh.”
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“P& lam gi?”

“Co thé c6 ta mudén mad tiém riéng. Co ta cé nhitng y twéng diéu hanh
ctia minh. Mot tiém ca phé hodc ctra hang cho thué bang dia.” Honma cuoi.
“Cau va t¢ da theo nghé nay lau qua roi. Lau nén thwong dwa vao dinh kién
san c6. Khi mot phu ni* pham t6i, phai luoén luoén cé béng dang ngudoi dan
ong lan khuat dau dé. Néu chi c6 mot minh, thwong thi phu nit chang co
may dong co pham t6i. Ho lam vi ngwdi dan ong, ding khong? T6i ctia phu
nit chinh la qua dam mé. Ké ca toi giét tré so sinh, néu cdu muén nhin nhan
theo cach dé.”

« . C61y.”

“Pung & cho do la diéu chiing ta mudn thdy. Nhuwng gan day moi thit da
do6i khac. Khéng, ciing khong han chi mégi day. Cé 1€ moi thi bat dau thay
doi cling dugc mot thoi gian kha dai réi. Poi lic dong co ciia m6t phu nit
khong phdi 1a mot ngwoi dan 6ng - ngay nay rat pho bién tinh trang phu niy
muon roi bé mot ngwdi dan 6ng. Phu nit mudn ra kinh doanh, dé thoat khoi
nguwoi tim moi cach gii® rit 1dy c6 ta. Hién nay nhitng truong hgp nhu thé
nay xuat hién ngay cang nhiéu.”

Funaki dinh cai, nhung roi quyét dinh ngdm miéng.

“Gia si,” Honma noi ti€p, “gid st ngay ti* dau co ta lay chéng khong
phai vi mén tién cua anh ta ma vi cong viéc kinh doanh cta anh ta thi sao?
Gia du co ta nghi, ‘Nhw vay minh sé dé dang c6 duwong tién. Sau khi két
hon, c6 1€ minh sé ty m& ctra hang xem.’” Nhitng c6 thw ky da chém buéc
sang tu6i ba mwoi, nhan ra minh van chi la chan nhan vién quén ngay ngay
quét twdc, pha tra thwong hay thay gian dit. Theo 1€ thwong, bon ho két hon.
Nay thoi thé da khac. Rat nhiéu co hoi doc 1ap - di du hoc, kinh doanh - tat
ca déu rong mé. Nhung muon lam dwgce thi ho can dén rat nhiéu tién. Dé
khai dau, c6 1é co ta nghi nén 1ay mot doanh nhan thanh dat ditng tubi.”

Funaki chép mat than trong nhan xét. “Nhung r6i moi thit khong duoc
nhw co ta dy liéu.”
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“Pung vay. Anh chong cho tién va vo cung nuéng chiéu vg. Nhung anh
ta khong bao gio dé vo cham tay vao céng viéc. Lic nao cling bdo rang:
Pirng dé cai dau nho nhan xinh dep ctia em phai nghi nggi nhiéu. Thé nén
moi thi van chang khac gi thai ¢o ta con lam thw ky.”

“V6 s6 nguwoi man nguyén véi mot cudc song nhw thé.” Funaki 1én tiéng
phan doi.

“Pung, chac chan la thé. Nhung cling c6 nhitng ngwdi khong an phan.”

“T6 hiéu.”

“Véi mot phu nit c6 ca tinh doc lap, co ta sé khong dé dang chap nhan
khi c6 ngudi bdo c6 ta rang: “Dirng rwdc phién todi vao ngudi, nhitng cong
viéc do6 qua sirc em”.

“Nhung theo 10i moi nguwoi ké thi c6 ta khong bao gio cdi nhau véi
chong.”

“Co thé 6 ta khong muon. Ciing c6 thé ngudi chong thue sy coi trong cod
ta nén khéng muon cai co nhi nhang. Ai ma biét dugc, nhiéu khi dé ciling la
1y do khién co6 ta cang thém ty 4i. Co thé c6 ta thady ngdt ngat trong long va
lén ké hoach bé di.” Honma ngirng lai dé lwa chon tir ngit. “Quan trong
hon, c6 ta muén chitng té ban than khéng hé kém coi hay thiéu qua quyét
hon céanh dan 6ng. Trir khi nguwdi chong la cach chac chan mang lai thanh
cong. Thé nén cé 1é co6 ta nam duwge so hé cua chong va dé con gian cua
minh mdc sic tung hoanh.” Lic nay trong vé mat Funaki nhw thé vira nhan
t0 hda don thanh todn mot bita thinh soan. “Nhung con ké dong pham. Che
chan phdi cé ngudi gitp c6 ta,” anh vién dén phwong sach cudi cung.
“Chac chan phdi c6 mot ga tinh nhan, ding khong? Mot ga dan 6ng. Chac
thé. C6 ta phai nhd hén gidp. Y t6 1a nhiéu khi chinh hdn méi 1a ké ra tay.”

“Nhuwng khéng c6 dau hiéu nao chitng t6 cé dan o6ng, phai khéng nao?”

“C6 thé vi td chwra diéu tra ding cho.”
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“Té nghi ngd kha nang nay,” Honma thang thirng. “Néu khong cé dau
vét nao ctia mot nguwoi dan ong, cau phai can nhac truong hop ké dong
pham la mot phu ni¥. Ai d6 thuwong gdp co ta vao cac ngay lam viéc. Nguoi
ma co ta c6 thé tho 16 tam tinh réi san sang gat dau giup giai quyét ga
chong ngoai sic chiu dung. Hay nghi dén kha nang nay. Hai phu nit ban
tinh v&i nhau va néi: Ai théem dé y chit? Néu ho hgp lwc, chac chan ho dé
dang dam mdt ga dan 6ng dén tat thd, khong phai chuyén gi qua to tat. Thi
diéu tra theo huéng nay xem sao?”

Funaki sttng so. R6i hang hong. “Té chot nhd ra, co6 vg c6 mot c6 ban rat
than. Co ta da gitp ngwoi goéa phu lo liéu hét hau sy.”

“Pdy, c6 manh mdi réi. Co thé l1a c6 ta lam.”

Mot nu cwdi cham rai hién 1én trén guong mat Funaki. “Dé td kiém tra

»

xeml.

Lén day c6t tinh than, Honma dinh néi vai 16i dong vién, nhung thay vi
thé, anh chi gilt im ldng. Tat cd nhitng diéu nay ndy ra trong dau anh la nho
“Shoko Sekine”: phu nit khong phai Itic nao cling pham toi vi qua dam me.

CoO ta da an cap hd khau cta ngudi khac, séng dwa trén nhan dang cta
ngwoi dé. Khi sap bi tém, c6 ta bo cd hon nhan trwdc mat va tron di. Co ta
dang theo dudi diéu gi? Diéu gi lam nén co sy nay? Anh khong biét, nhung
c6 mot diéu c6 thé chac chan - khong phai tinh yéu, dan 6ng hay bat cit thit
gl mang bong dang cta tinh cam dan dat c6 ta.

CO gai gia mao khong hé gia tao tredc mong muodn két hon cung Jun.
Cudc tinh cta ho dién ra sau, mot phan cia cudc doi do ma c6 ta dung 1én
nhd céi tén gid. Va khi cudc doi do 10 ra nhitng vét hoen 6, co ta rii bd
nhitng ngudi & Cong ty Imai lan Jun, hau nhw khong mét chut hoi tiéc.

Co ta van dang chay tr6n, Honma nghi. Anh chwa nam bat dwgc, nhing
chac chan cé 1y do budc co ta phdi chay tron. Tuy nhién, suy nghi k§ hon
thi thady c0 ta hoan toan c6 don. C6 ta muén mot minh thyc hién viéc nay.
Khéng xem tinh cam, khong theo ménh 1énh cta bat ky ai.
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Co0 ta giong nhu mot bic twong duge dan gidy hoa twoi sang: bén dudi
16p gidy do la ca khoi bé tdng manh mé. Khong thé xuyén thiu, bai két cau
qua virng chac. Mot y chi ham s6ng dén manh liét.

Vi chinh ban than c6 ta, khong vi bat ci¢ ai khac. D6 1a 6 ta. Dién hinh
cda kiéu phu nit tirng 1a noi kinh hoang cia nwdc Nhat muwdi nam veé trudce.

Isaka va Makoto vé nha dung ltc Funaki vira ra khéi ctra.

“Khong tim dwgc con Pau bat.” Thang bé thon thic. “B6 c6 nghi n6
chét r6i khong? Chu Sadao n6i néu no bi thwong, trai thu lac sé 1ap tic tim
thdy no.”

“DPau Dat rat dé bao. Bat ky ai 14i xe qua chi can goi ‘Nay, vao day’ la n6
sé nhdy lén xe ngay.”

Makoto ditng dwa vao twong nitc nd. Honma va Isaka danh mat nhin
nhau.

“B0 0i...”

“Gi con?”

“0 trai nudi thu lac, ¢ nhiéu ché 1am.”

Lai nita r6i, Honma tham nghi. Anh doan dwgc né sap noéi gi roi.

“Nhitng con ché 4y, c6 phai roi sé bi giét hét khéng b6? Sao ngudi ta lai
muon bo roi ching? Sao bon ho khong mu6n nuéi ching nita?”

Isaka xoa xo0a tran, mat van dan xuéng nén nha.

“Bo khong biét,” Honma dap. “B0o cling chang hiéu ndi tai sao nguoi ta
lai lam vay. Nhung bd biét chac ching ta khong thich nhw thé, ching ta
khong lam nhw thé trong ng6i nha nay. Néu thay ai lam nhitng viéc nay,
ching ta sé c6 tim cach ngan ho lai. Chiing ta sé c6 lam nhitng gi c6 thé,
phai khong nao?”

Cui ngwoi xudng dé nhin thang vao guwong mat Makoto, Isaka phu hoa,
“Giong nhu bac Hisae hay néi ay. C6 du thé loai ngéc nghéch ngoai kia.
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Nhitng ké nhan nudi ché méo roi bé roi chiing khi cam thay phién todi, thi
déu la 1t ngoc ca.” Anh vo vé thang bé roi noi ti€p, “Bay gio chau di rira
tay di nhé. Lat bac sé gitip chau tim. Chac chau da mét I r6i.”

Makoto girong mat nhin Isaka véi vé khong phuc, nhirng van 1éch théch
tién vé phia bép. Hai ngudi 16n nhe ca nguoi.

“Nhitng noi nhu trai nhot thu lac cling khién t6i phat ghé,” Isaka thu
nhan.

“Cho d6 tan nhan lam.”

“Xin 16i da khién anh phai lam viéc nay.”

“Khong sao, khong sao cd ma. Nhung ding la ¢ d6 con rat nhiéu cho
that.” Anh ta dom bugc vé phia bép, roi ngirng lai thoc tay 1an mo trong 4o
khoéc. “Khi hai bac chau chuan bj di thi c6 ngudi goi t¢i ndi anh phéng cta
cau xong xubi ca r6i. Tiém anh nam trén dwong tGi trai nhot tha lac, thé nén
toi tién ré vao, do cong cau di.”

Anh phéng? Honma gan nhw quén bing. TAm anh Polaroid. Anh da can
nhac khong dung no, bdi c6 vé chang may kha quan.

“QOi cam on anh. Em hau nhv ching nhé chit gi vé né nita ca.”

Isaka lay anh ra khoi tdi dung. “Theo nhw 161 cau thanh nién tiém, tam
anh gbc chup hoi rung. Vay nén cang phéng to, cau sé cang khé nhan biét
cac chi tiét. Viéc nay nam ngoai kha nang cua cau ay.”

Tam anh dwgc phéng ra, nho hon kich c& gidy viét thw mot chat. Ngoi
nha mau nau so co la trong rong va phang hon, nhung khong cé sy thay doi
nao dang ké. bung nhw 10i cau nhan vién noi, phong to anh chi t6 lam né
nhoe di. Toan bo nhitng gi Honma nhin ra dugc chi la ngoi nha, hai phu n

va may cot den pha...

Dén day anh bat than chu y.
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Ban dau anh nghi d6i mat dang choi xé minh. Anh v6i va budc téi bén
ban tim chiéc kinh Iip. Khong, anh van khong thay gi hon.

“Sao thé?”

Honma ngwdc mat 1én, dwa tdm anh cho Isaka. “Anh thich xem béng
chay phai khong?”

‘(U’m »
“Anh da di xem tran nao chwa?”

“Co chwr. Toi thwong di xem cac tran & nhitng san 16n quanh khu vuc
Tokyo.”

Honma phan khai. “Vay thi chac han anh sé biét. C6 san van déng nao
c6 hé thong dén pha khong? Nhitng ngon déen dé chia ra ngoai dugc
khong?”

Isaka chdp mét. “Gi co? Y cau 1a sa0?”

Honma chi vao luong sang trong bitc anh. “Cho nay trong giong nhuw den
chiéu trén san van dong vay, phai khong?”

Isaka deo cdp kinh van thuong doc sach vao. “bung, nhung ma...”

“Vay chung ta biét dwgc ngdi nha nay chac chan ¢ gan mét san van dong
nao do, phai khong?”

“Toi doan la dung.”

“Vay thi anh nhan ra gi tir chd nay?” Ngoén tay Honma lan lugt ra trén
tirng ngon dén. Néu cao thém mot chut thi ching da khong hién dién & goc
trai tam dnh nay. “Anh nhin may ngon den nay nhé. Ching & phia doi dién
ng6i nha. Chac han ching chiéu theo kiéu xoay quanh truc. Chang cé san
van dong nao lai xay nha trong san, phai khong nao?”

Chac vy, nhitng ngon dén nay dang chia vé ng6i nha mau nau so co la.

Isaka gio tdm anh lén ngang tam miii. “Um, toi thdy...”
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“C6 san van dong nao nhw thé khong? Anh c6 nhan ra cho nao khong?”

Isaka nhin cham cham bitc anh trong tay, r6i anh cham rai dap, “Toi
nhan thdy cau chang quan tdm dén bong chay may.”

“Phai ndi la em hoan toan chang biét gi nita co.”

Isaka gat dau. “Ciing phai. Néu cdu titng thdy nhitng c6t dén pha tai cac
san béng chay, nhitng san cé chat lugng ay, thi cau sé biét phai mat chirng
nao cong strc dé lan mo tim kiém.”

“Pén pha duwoc dung rat cao, em ciing biét vay.”

“Chung dugce dung dé chiéu sang san béng. Bay la muc dich duy nhat
cta chung. Béi vay néu dung cho dén chiéu bén ngoai san...”

“Liéu tirng chiéc c6 hé thong truc xoay khong nhi? Loai ty dong Aay.
Giong nhu xoay khép co6 thoi.” Honma ciing phéi thira nhan y twéng nay
nghe chirng ky cuc qua.

Isaka bat cudi. “Néu loai dén nay duwgc gidi thiéu thi chac bao chi sé dwa
tin day. Chang han nhw bén ngoai san Cong vién Meiji t6i khung khiép, néu
ho c6 thé xoay dén ra sau khi tran dau két thdc, chac chan nhitng nguoi
xem béng c6 thé thay duong khi ra vé.”

Honma dat tdim anh sang bén, tay vo dau.
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Chuong 13

Khi Honma goi dién dé kiém tra dia chi & Lahaina, mo6t phu nit da chi
dwong cho anh, bat dau tr vi tri chiéc dau may xe lra cii ¢ tredc ga
Shimbashi, mot trong nhitng diém hen gap dugc nhiéu nguoi biét dén & khu
vuire trung tam Tokyo. Quan bar d6 hién van dang hoat dong, nguwdi phu nit
hao hitng néi. Van ngudi chu cii, van la Mama-san ké tir ngay m@ ctra cach
day muoi nam.

May qua, Honma tham nghi. Vi mot nganh kinh doanh nhanh chéng
bién doi nhw “thé gigi bong dém”, thwong thi ngwdi quan ly va tén quan sé
thay doi chi trong vong hai nam.

Mizoguchi da nhac 6 trg ly trudc khi Honma goi t6i, c6 gai da tim san
thong tin anh can. Honma nhanh chéng thao ra mot ban bién nién nhitng
“nam con dé trong” cia Shoko Sekine.

3.1983 bén Tokyo. Pugc Coéng ty Thuong mai Kasai nhdn vao lam.

Mua hé 1984 Bat dau dinh dén cdc khodn ng. Chuyén ti khu nha tdp thé
cua cong ty dén mét cdn ho thudc toa nha cé Kinshicho.

4.1985 Bdt dau lam viéc bdn thoi gian tai bar Gold (Shinjuku).

Mua xudn 1986 Nam vién 10 ngay do lam viéc qud sttc. Ng nan chong
chat.

1.1987 Nhan vién thu ng gdy dap luc. Bo viéc ¢ Cong ty Thuong mai
Kasai.

5.1987 Dé don xin tuyén b6 phd sdn. Roi khoi cdn hé & toa nha
Kinshicho, chuyén dén séng cung Tomie Miyagi - ban cung lam tai bar
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Gold.

2.1988 Hoan tdt qud trinh tuyén bo phd sdn. Nghi viéc tai Gold, dén lam
tai bar Lahaina (Shimbashi). Chuyén tir cdn ho cua Miyagi dén toa nha
Kawaguchi Co-op.

25.11.1989 Me mat do tai nan tai Utsunomiya.
25.1.1990 bén gdp ludt sw Mizoguchi dé héi vé khodn tién bdo hiém.
Thé ré6i vao ngay 17 thdng Ba ndm 1990, cé ta bién mat.

Honma du dinh sé lan ngwoc cac dia diém tng vdi cac moc thoi gian
nay. Anh da dén van phong cia Mizoguchi, vdy nén diém dén tiép theo sé
la Lahaina. Sau d6 anh sé tim vé Utsunomiya. Hodc bar Gold. Hodc c6 tim
gdp nguoi co ting ¢ chung, Tomie Miyagi. Tuy thuoc nhitng gi anh tim
duwoc ¢ Lahaina.

Makoto hau nhw chdang hé dong dén bita téi. Chién dich tim con Bau bat
that bai khién thang bé chan nan. Trwéc khi roi nha, Honma ghé qua phong
thang bé, thdy n6 dang mai budn chuyén qua dién thoai. Honma chang
phan nan gi, béi anh lai chuan bi bé né & nha mét minh.

Mot cudc xe taxi dén ga dé dgi tau. Anh quyét dinh khong mang theo
chiéc du nita, gio anh phai bat dau tv di ma khong can dung cu ho trg.
Chang qua la dé thtr thach y chi cta chinh anh, béi bén dau goi bi thuong
chang t6 dau hiéu phuc hoéi nao ca. Trén thuc t€, méi chi c6 bon ngay troi
qua ké tir khi Jun t&i gap anh vao thit Hai vira roi.

Qua trinh trj liéu cta anh gom hai lan tap moi tuan. Thong thuwong anh di
vao thit Hai va thi Sau, nhung h6m nay bo tap cling khong nén coi la toi 16i
gi to tat qua. Nhat la khi anh vira xuéng xe va dinh ty di trén chinh do6i chan
cua minh. Dung cach nay co6 khi sé binh phuc nhanh hon, anh tw bién ho
v6i chinh minh nhuw thé.

DPay ciling khong han la qua trinh “phuc h6i”, cho d6 khong phai la phong
kham ngoai trd. Sau khi bénh vién cong an cho xuat vién, Honma da dén
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mot cau lac bo thé thao theo 161 khuyén ctia mot ngudi ban. Y twdng luyén
tap nghe co6 vé rat hita hen. Noi d6 con lién két véi vai bénh vién tw, vay
nén anh c6 thé tham van bac si dé c6 mot ché do tap luyén dac biét.

Ngudi tri liéu cho anh 1a mot phu nit dén tir Osaka, quang ba muoi tw, ba
muoi lam tudi. Rat dang yéu, anh nghi, nhung cling vo cung thang tinh.
Anh vat sttc tap dén do mo hoi chay rong rong, trong khi dé ¢6 ta van thiic
giuc tdi tap, bdo anh rang Pan 6ng Tokyo khong cé md thira!

K€ ca @ Tokyo, noi trung hoa moi thit, dan Osaka van biét cach gitt ban
sac cua minh. Ho c6 thé diéu chinh dé néi giong chuan theo sach mau tiéng
Nhat, nhung van gitt am sac Osaka. Ban than né cé strc 16i cudn la ky,
Honma phdi thtta nhan thé. Anh khong cé “qué nha” dé thém chat am
hwong dac biét cho giong nodi cua minh.

B6 anh qué ¢ Tohoru, mai tit cwc Bac. La con th ba trong mét gia dinh
noéng dan ngheéo, 6ng da tim dwong 1én Tokyo ngay sau khi chién tranh két
thic dé tim viéc 1am. Cudi ciing 6ng tré thanh canh sat chim. Ong cé nhitng
1y do riéng, nhung “thwe hién cong ly” khong thudc s6 dé. Thoi dy, nguoi
Nhat vitt bo danh dy sang mot bén, bdi ho chang phai diu tranh cho diéu gi
khac ngoai viéc chén com da rong khong. Thém nita la s6 lwgng ngudi tir
nong thén chuyén dén Tokyo bi han ché. Tuy nhién néu tham gia Iyc Iwgng
canh sat, ngudi ta sé mac nhién c6 quyén dugc song & do.

Trd thanh mot canh sat chinh la phwong thitc cho dng su sinh ton. Vi thé
me Honma chang bao gio c6 thé biét dugc ly do con trai ba muén theo
buéc chan cha minh. Birng bado me day la do gien di truyén ma c6, me anh
ca than. B6 anh cting thong cam cho con dau minh ngay tir dau. Néu c6 lic
nao con mudn bo nd, 6ng da noéi véi vg anh, chi can néi ra la dugc. Bo sé
budc né chi tien nudi ndng Makoto. Ong da néi dugce 1a 1am duge. Thudng
thwong, Chizuko chi mim cuoi.

Ca ba nguwoi bon ho - b6 me anh va vg anh - déu c6 qué ¢ mién Bac. Gio
ca ba cling da qua doi. Bo me anh la dong hwong, Chizuko qué & Nigata,
noi noi tiéng v4i nhitng tran tuyét 16n. Moi lan cung Chizuko di tham nha
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n6i, Honma lu6n la nguwoi bi cho ra ria, nhw thé anh khong cé nguon coi,
khong noi nao anh cé thé goi la “nha”.

Nhung anh la nguwoi Tokyo ma, vg anh thuwong tréu. Tuy nhién Honma
chua tirng coi minh la dan Tokyo chinh hiéu. C6 mot khoang cach 16n gitra
mot ngudi sinh ra & Tokyo va mot ngudi goc Tokyo. Nguoi ta thuwong bao
song ba doi & Tokyo la thanh dan goc, nhung liéu c6 ai cam nhan dwgc moi
quan hé huyét thong vGi noi ho séng? Pay méi la van dé dang quan tam.
Lam sao anh c6 thé phan biét mot ngudi c6 qué goc Tokyo vGi mot ngudi
sinh ra va 16n 1én ¢ day? Thanh pho nay ngay nay khong c6 cho dé noi vé
goc ré nita. N6 chi con la mot manh dat tro trui, mét manh dat khong mui,
khong dugc cay x6i, twdi tam. Chang cé gi sinh s6i ndy nd dugc & thanh
pho 16n rong nay. Nhitng nguwoi ¢ day nhv dam cé 1ong chong, song nho
nhitng ky trc vé goc gac, nguon cdi dau dé ctia cha me, to tien ho. Nhitng
goc ré do dan dan kho héo, mon maéi di.

Chac han day la ly do, anh nghi. Ly do khién anh man mac bu6n moi khi
lam nhiém vu, chay loanh quanh thanh pho lang nghe cau chuyén ctia moi
nguoi; bat gap nhitng nguwdi cé giong ndi la, va 1ap tic biét ho c6 mot “qué
hwong”. Nhuw mot dira tré dang choi dua gitta quang hoang hon - mot dia
ban, lai mét dira nita duwgc goi vé nha an t6i, dén khi cu6i cung chi con tro
troi minh anbh.

T6i hom do6, lac tdm rudi, anh day canh cita buwéc vao bar Lahaina. Mot
co gai chac chan chua t6i hai mwoi tudi chao don anh, lai mot 1an nita anh
nghe ra am vuc la, giong mién Nam, nguwoi Hakata, chat giong dac trung
kho long nham lan dwgc. Co thé Shoko Sekine ciing n6i am miii ctia vung
Utsunomiya khi tGi day lam viéc?

Sau vai phut, Honma dugc gap Mama-san.
“Xin 16i,” c6 ta khé néi, “nhwng anh la canh sat, phai khong?”

“Chuan roi,” anh dap. “Lam sao c6 biét dwgc?”
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Nguwdi phu nit chi nhin mot bén vai tran. Co ta dang mac loai vay léch
vai, dé 16 mot bén vai va xwong quai xanh manh mai.

Tang trét chat hep ké hai chiéc ghé dai cung chiéc ban hinh méng ngua.
Do trang tri rat héo, chi c6 tdim hinh mdt cai cay khong 16 treo trén twong.
S6 lwgng nguwoi lam cling & mic téi thiéu, mot nguwdi dan 6ng giip viéc
cung hai nit phuc vu. Co6 1€ tat ca bon ho déu lam ban thgi gian. Co géi noi
giong Hakata tré hon c6 con lai mot chut.

Honma ngoi tit cu6i quay thu ngan, canh d6 la Mama-san va ngwdi pha
ch€ rwgu, cau chuyén doi cia ngwoi nay khién Honma nhé t6i Isaka. Mot
binh hoa 16n chém ché ditng & phia dau quay thu ngan, toan hoa gia.

Nhitng quan bar nho nhuv thé nay thwong kha lang 1é. Noi day khong
trang bi bd dan karaoke nhw & quan Bacchus. Bon ho khong dau tw nhiéu
tién mua cac loai do dac nhw cac quan 16n hon. C6 vé ho khéng muon thu
hat khach vang lai ma cha yéu la chén nghi chan ctia cac nhan vién van
phong trung lwu, khong han la dang chi quéa s6p. Mot noi kin dao dé cat gitr
nhitng bi mat riéng tw. K€ ca ldc nay, c6 bon vi khach trong quan, nhung ca
bon déu ng6i mot minh. Khong gian da thodi mai. Co 1é day la ly do giip
né tru lai dwgc trong nganh su6t mwdi nam qua.

Khi Honma vtra thot 1én, “To6i quen mot ngudi tirng lam viéc ¢ day,” co
ta lién cat ngang. “Anh dang di diéu tra a?”

“Trwdc tién co 1€ o nén cho t6i hay lam sao c6 biét t6i la canh sat,” anh
nhan giong. “Mot ga trai khong thé dén noi ban géi anh ta tirng lam viéc, dé
twdng nhd lai chuyén xua sao?”

Cau hdi caa anh khién c6 ta bat cwgi. “Cho ching t6i khong c6 kiéu
ngwoi nhay cam nhw thé dau. Hon nita t6i thwong dé mat dén ban trai
nhitng nguwoi lam & day, thé nén nhitng cdu nhuv thé chang Iivta duwgc t6i

»

dau.

“Pé mat?” Anh gai gai tran. “C6 1é theo doi thi dung hon chit nhi?”
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“Thoi nao. Chi c6 canh canh sat mdi dua 16 nhw thé théi.” Co6 ta khoéat
tay trén mat quay. “Anh khong dinh gio thé ra ddy chii?”

“Va lam kinh dong cac vi khach cta c6?”

“Pung vay, c6 thé sé khién moi thit d6 v& chit it.” C6 can nhe lan moi
boéng trong ltic thoang dam chiéu. “Anh thudc doi Sakuradamon a? Hay gan
day hon thi la doi Marunouchi?”

“Cai dam Marunouchi c6 t6i tan day uéng vai ly khong?”

“Bén ngoai khu vire caa ho, c6 1é khi ho muon xa hoi. Tat nhién bon ho
khong bao gid néi minh la canh sat. Nhuwng t6i van nhan ra.”

“Sao bon ho lai bi c6 bat thop duwgc?”

“Hai chit canh sat nhw viét ranh ranh trén mat ho. Mat ho lic nao ciing
nhw diéu hau. Anh thi khong giong 1am, néu anh mu6n biét.” Co6 no6i, hoi
chom vé phia truéc dé nhin ro hon.

“Cam on co!”

“Vay anh thudc doi Sakuradamon a?”

‘(U’m 3

“Anh dang diéu tra mot vu giét nguwoi? Diéu bi an 16n nhat la gi? Du sao
thi trong anh c6 vé thanh thuc hon dam canh sat thuoc nhém do.”

“Pung vay, an giét ngudi.” Sao lai khong chi¥? Anh 1y ra tdm danh thiép
khong c6 chitc vu nghé nghiép, dat 1én ban.

Nguwoi phu nit duwa hai tay nhan 1dy. “Anh Honma, phai khong nhi? Bugc
r6i, vay anh dang theo vu gi? Co gi lién quan dén cac c6 gai quan ching
t0i?”

Honma khé cwra ngudi trén chiéc ghé dau cao. “C6 thé c6 con nhéd mot
nguoi tén la Shoko Sekine, lam viéc ¢ day dén khoang thang Ba hai nam vé
truec?”
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Mama-san chdp mat nhin Honma r6i quay sang tay pha ché rugu. “Nghe
khong, Kikuchi? La Shoko.”

Kikuchi dang lau kho may cai ly, khé gat dau. “Cé, tdi nghe thay r6i.”
“Vay la cau nhé ngwoi nay?” Honma quay sang hoi cau ta.

“Co ta dén day roi bién mat - phup! - tham chi chang bao gid quay lai ldy
not tién lwong.”

“Pung nhu cau ta n6i.” Nguwoi phu nit cti sat hon, tva manh vao quay
khién day 4o han 1én bg vai trai. “Chwa bao gio xdy ra chuyén nhu vay,
trrdc va sau c6 ta. T6i van nghi minh von quan tdm dé y dén ngudi lam.”
Co vO vO ban tay phai l1én phia nguwc, nhw thé nhitng ky tc van chen chiic
trong dé. R6i cd ngwdc lén, d6i mat linh hoat han. “Vay ra anh dén tim
Shoko?”

“Chinh la co ta.”
“Cotaco..Cotada...”

“Khong, khong té dén mitc dy. Do la ly do t6i khong gio thé canh sat ra.”
Pa dén luc ké 1€ cau chuyén buon tdi ctta Jun réi. “Co ta dinh hon véi chau
ho t6i. Nhung roi hodng loan chay tron. Von biét thang chau cta t6i khong
ra gi, nén toi cting chang mudn trach co6 ta, chang muon gay ap luwc lam gi.
Nhung diéu lam t6i lo nghi hon cé la thang chau t6i nho cd ta vay it tién.
T6i nghi n6 phai tra lai cho 6 ta. Thang chau t6i bado dirng c6 mo, nhung
chuyén nay khong thé c lan lita dugc. Toi khong mudn dang lic nira dém
lai bi tom c6.”

Mama-san va ngudi pha ché regu dwra mat nhin nhau. Nhin trie dién, vé
madt cau ta wa nhin hon Isaka.

“Shoko da dinh hon?” Co ta gan nhw liu Iwdi cad cau. “Chau anh ciing la
canh sat a?”

“Khong, la nhan vién ngan hang.”
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“Shoko cua chung t6i sé trd thanh vg mot ngudi lam trong nganh ngan
hang?”

“Khong 1€ co ta khong hgp?”

“Khong, khong han. Nhung... t6i biét dién dat ra sao nhi? C6 ta khong
thye su la tuyp phu ni¥ noi trg.”

“Co ta khong phai nguoi thich cham lo cho gia dinh?”

“Khong han thé,” c6 vira ndi vira né mot nu cuoi. “Co ta khong thich
cong viéc lau chui, don dep.”

That khac xa c6 gai “Shoko Sekine”d can ho Honancho.

Mama-san c6 1é gan bn muoi tudi, Honma wéc doan. Hoi thira can mot
chut, v6i chiéc cam do6i. Nhung d6i mat co ta van day thu hat. “Xin 16i,” c6
néi, “téi thue sy khong biét co ta c6 thé di nhitng dau. Ké tr khi co ta dot
ngot bo viéc, hai nam nay ching téi chang nhan duwogc tin tirc gi nita, ké ca
mot tam thi€p mirng ndm maGi.” Loi ¢6 mang ngam y: T6t thoi, ching to6i
khong nghi ngd gi anh, nhung ching t6i chang muén nghe cau chuyén nay.
K@ ca khi chuing t6i biét c6 ta & dau, vi sao anh lai nghi ching t6i sé tiét 16
chi?

Honma mim cuwdi. “Di nhién t6i téi khong phai dé nho cac vi goi y tim
o ta. T6i chi hi vong cac vi sé cho t6i biét vé con ngudi co ta thoi con lam
0 day, hodc tén mot vai nguoi ban cua co ta.” Trudc khi Mama-san kip 1én
tiéng, anh da noi thém, “Thang chau t6i biét co6 ta lam viéc & quan bar. Hién
nay ciing nhiéu nhan vién van phong lam thém budi t6i ma, phai khong?
N6 cling chang ldy lam phién. Chuyén nay khong anh hwéng gi dén moi
quan hé gitta hai dita cd. Nhwng thang chau t6i kha duwgc cung chiéu, va né
c6 phan hoi ly twdng héa co ban gai.”

“Thanh nién thoi nay toan thé,” Mama-san than trong néi.

“Shoko khong phai la ngwoi an xai hoang phi, phai khong?” Anh hoi
kiéu bat non. “Co ta c6 vé chat ché chuyén tién bac hon thang chau t6i.”
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Sau khi tuyén bo pha san, chac chan phai nhw vay thoi. Co6 ta phai dé sén
v0i cac khoan chi it o6i.

Mama-san da mac mwu anh. “Tham chi c¢6 phan hoi ky bo nita, c6 ta chat
bop tirng ti mot.”

“C6 ai cung dot co ta ma van lam ¢ day khong?”

“Pé t6i xem nao. Cé6 cd6 Maki.” Mama-san n6i sau khi lwét qua may ni
phuc vu. Theo huéng anh mat c6, Honma nhin ngodi qua vai vé phia co6
tiép vién 16n ldc dy dang mim cwoi va thi tham chuyén tro véi mot 6ng
khach ludng tudi c6 vé diém dam.

“C0 Sekine c6 hoa dong vdi nhitng nguoi ¢ day khong?”

Mama-san nhuwéng déi may cong vit. “Co ta la mot o gai tot.” Mot cau
tra 10i 1ap liém. Co6 véi tay ldy mot chiéc ly sach, cho da vao réi néi, “Toi
moi, rot day ly Scotch nhé.”

“Vi c6 nam kha rd cudc song riéng cua cac co gai ¢ day...” Honma lay
tam dnh chup can méat Shoko gid ra cho Mama-san xem. “C6 gai nay cé
phai la ban ¢6 ta khong? Hinh nhw hién gio Shoko dang song & cho c6 ta.”

Ngudi phu nit cham chi nhin bitc dnh. Khé lac dau, co ra hiéu cho nguoi
pha ché ruegu dén xem cung. Dot nhién, co ta nhic chiéc ly duwng day banh
quy xoan phu s0 c6 la r6i goi vdi ra. “Nay, Maki, con mudn bé mén nay ra
khong?” Pwa banh cho co gai, Mama-san hoi khé, “Con con nhé Shoko
Sekine khong?”

Maki chép do6i mi chu6t mascara day, “Nh¢ ai co a?”

“Con biét ma, cai con bé hay u rii dy.”

“A, c6 a, con nhd.” Maki noi, hoi thd c6 vi cam thom mat. Coé thoang
mim cwoi véi Honma.

“Shoko c6 ngudi ban nao giong trong dnh nay khong?”
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“Chau da bao gio gap nguoi nay chwa?” Honma noi thém. “Shoko co
bao gio ké vé ban bé c6 ta khong?”

Maki nhin bitc dnh ré6i nhun vai. “Chau khéng nhé. Du sao cling da kha
1au r6i.”
“Chau khong nhd ra co ban gai nao cua co ta a?”

Maki lac dau, mui hvong thoang thodng toa ra tit mai téc co, “Chau rat
tiéc 1a khong. Co ay hau nhw chang ké chuyén gi may.”

“Chau c6 nhé truedc day co ta song ¢ mot can ho & Kawaguchi khong?”

“Kawaguchi a? Ciing c6 thé lam. Noi chung la ¢ dau do trong khu
Saitama. C6 dy lic nao ciing voi voi vang vang cho kip chuyén tau, vi gia
cwdc taxi dat lam. Ma thdy ding khong ma?”

Mama-san gat dau dong tinh. Honma tiép tuc hoi. “Shoko c6 bao gio ké
vé noi co ta lam viéc trude khi tGi day khong?”

“C0 dy noi dé la mot cong ty binh thuwdng thoi.”

“Pung vay. Cho do la Cong ty Thuong mai Kasai.”

“O vay a? Cai tén nay ching goi nhic cho chau ti ndo ca. T4t ca nhitng gi
c6 ay ké chi la cong ty nam & Edogawa.”

Kha thu vi day! Ro6 rang c6 ta da giau giém nhitng nam lam nhan vién
phuc vu & bar Gold. Noi dé chita dwng nhiéu ky c xdu do6i vGi co ta, noi
cO ta lam viéc trong giai doan khiing hodng nhat. Nhw vay la ngay ca Shoko
that cling néi déi va bo qua nhitng chi tiét qua khit khi c6 cong viéc mai.
Tat nhién, c6 ta cling khong hé rang véi bat ky ai noi day vé viéc minh pha
san.

“C0 ta c6 nguwoi yéu khong?”

Mama-san bat cwoi, nhung cau tra 10i ctia ¢6 hét siec r6 rang. “Theo t6i
biét thi khong, nhitng chuyén nhw vay t6i nam rd lam.”
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“Chi ay c6 phan hoi ky la,” Maki chém vao. “Nhu thé chi dy song trong
thé gidi cua riéng minh. Néu c6 ai maoi chi dy di choi, nguwoi ta phai nai ni
dir 1am. Ké ca do6 la mot vi khach ditng dan, thé song thé chét la chi mudn
dwa mot co gai di an cung ma thoi.”

Bat than nguwoi pha ché rugu cling gép chuyén. “Nay, theo t6i thay, nhin
mat c6 ay la biét c6 ay tirng gap rac roi vé chuyén tién nong.”

Honma ngam k¥ anh chang trong khi anh ta cham chu nhin bitc dnh trén
mat quay. “Sao cau lai néi thé?” Anh hai.

Kikuchi quay sang phia anh. “Tryc giac thoi a, chau nghi thé.”

“Khong c6 ly do gi dac biét a?”

“Khong dau.”

“Liéu c6 ga nao ltra 1ay hét tién tiét kiém cuia c6 ta khong nhi?”

Cau hoi khoi goi hitng tha cia Maki. “Khong thé nao,” ¢6 noi.

“That vay sao?”

Maki 1ay may chiéc banh que phu s6 c6 la réi budc di, mat vo té ra chan
chwong. “Chau nhan thay co Sekine khong wa giao du cho lam.”

“Pung thé. Co ta khéng bao gio tu tap. Ching t6i chwa c6 dip nao di choi
chung ca.”

Ngay treéc khi Honma ra khoi nha, Funaki da goi dén bao rang Shoko
c6 bang lai xe nhung khong c6 ho chiéu. Honma nhan thay nén dat cau hoi
vé chiing. “Co ta da bao gio di nwdc ngoai chwa?”

Mama-san dap ngay lap t@c. “Chwa. Khong phai vi co ta khong di dugc
v6i ai. Chua yéu la 6 ta sg di may bay. Co ta chwa bao gio bay trong nuwéc

nita kia.”

“Chua bao gio?”
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“Pung thé. Chu thay bitc tranh céi cay dang kia khong? Cha biét n6 la gi
khong?” C6 chi bitc tranh duwgc 16ng khung treo trén twong. “D6 la canh
Hawaii, & thi tran Lahaina thudoc ddo Maui. Cay c6 thu do so do dugc coi la
biéu twgng cua thi trdn. Chi gai chdu cw6éi mot nguwoi My va dinh cu &
Maui. C& hang nam chi chau ghé lai chgi va ru cac c6 gai ¢ day di cung chi
ay... Nhung Shoko khong bao gio di. Mot chuyén di mién phi, ma c6 ta con
khong dam nghi dén chuyén budc 1én mot chiéc may bay.”

Heén gi khong lam ho chiéu. Phai chang co6 nang Shoko gid khong biét
diéu nay? Néu Shoko that khong cé hd chiéu thi chang c6 gi ngan can co6
gai gia danh d6 di nwdc ngoai cung Jun cd. Piéu nay giip anh suy luan
dwgc lam thit. Trwdce khi gia mao nguwdi khac, chac chan co ta da chuan bi
rat ky ludng roi.

Mot ngudi von ti mi, than trong nhw thé, co 1€ nao lai bo qua nhitng thi
gidy t0 nhw bang lai, ho chiéu? Khong thé nao, c6 ta d@ nam chac moi thi
trong tam tay roi mdi tién hanh. Chac chan c6 ta phai gan giii, than thiét vGi
Shoko Sekine lam mdi 1ay dwgc moi thong tin can thiét.

Nhu vay c6 thé la mot ngwoi cung lam viéc vdéi Shoko & bar Gold hoac
Cong ty Thuong mai Kasai? Ca hai déu c6 kha nang xdy ra. Vi sao u? Béi
vi bat cit ai @ mot trong hai noi nay déu dé dang biét dwoc Shoko c6 ho
chiéu hay bang lai xe khong, tham chi ca dia chi thwong trd cta c6 ta, c6 18
con biét ca chuyén c6 ta da ting pha san. Pung hon thi nhitng nguoi &
Cong ty Thuong mai Kasai khong thé twong tan moi chi tiét - khong giong
nhitng c6 gai Shoko gdp @ Gold - bdi vi co ta nghi viéc trude khi dé don
tuyén bo pha san, nhung chac chan ho dwoc chitng kién nhitng ngay nhoc
nhdn cda co6 ta, bat cit ai du thong minh dé 1ap ra mot ké hoach hoan hao
déu c6 thé dé dang goi chuyén cho c6 ta ké vé khoan ng. Shoko sé phan
tng thé nao nhi? C6 thé ndi la c6 ta muwgn tién cua me. Hodc la tim thay
mot vi “manh thwong quan” citu c6 ta khdi ting quan. Ké ca nhw vay, co
nang Shoko giad danh chac chan sé tim hiéu sy that. Rat c6 thé chi can co
gang chut xiu, co ta da kham pha dwgc vu pha sadn con trong vong bi mat
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d6. Hoi vai cau ding trong tam, tw Shoko sé tha nhan hét. Thé nén c6 gai
ctia Jun c6 1é khong biét khi dong y lam thé tin dung.

Vira da than thiét dé moi thong tin cd nhan cta Shoko, nhung khong biét
cO ta da bi pha san vai nam treéc. Dang phu nit nao cé thé phu hgp nhi?

Mot lan nita, Honma dwa tdm anh Shoko gid cho Mama-san. “Cé hoan
toan khong biét co gai nay u? C6 thé co ta la khach & day?”

Mama-san lac dau khong chit do dw. “Khong, t6i chwa bao gio quén
khudn mat cua bat ky ai tirng gap.”

Ngudi pha ché regu cling c6 cung cau tra 16i.

“T6i doan cho cua co ciing khong lwu anh c6 Sekine phai khong?”

Mama-san nhtn vai. “Chuing t6i khéng cé nhu cau anh ot gi ca.”

“Khi c6 ta lam viéc & day, hay tin ba me qua doi, chac han c6 ta soc
lam?”

Lan nay Mama-san ding bat day. “Troi a, chuyén d6 qua sic kinh hoang.
Ba ay nga khéi cau thang, lai say bi ti nhw thé nita.”

“Cau thang ¢ dau? T6i khong biét dugce cu thé.”

“Co6 thé ¢ dién tho, cling c6 thé trong cong vién nhi?”

“Purng hoi con,” Maki néi, sau khi tién mot vi khach ra cita. Trong khi
don dep dadm ly trén ban, c6 bat chot ndi to: “Pgi da!” Doéi mat chuot
mascara day cua c6 mé to. “Chi Shoko cé nhac dén mot viéc. Ma c6 nhé
khong ma?” Khong, Mama-san khéng nhd. Nguwoi pha ché rugu cling
khong.

“Viéc gi vay?” Honma hai.

Maki tién lai tébm lay canh tay anh. Mong tay co kha sac. “Khi me Shoko
mat, nguoi tim thay ba ay va goi xe citu thwong la mot co6 gai. Shoko ké véi
chéu chi ay da néi chuyén vdi c6 gai d6. Bé cdm on co ta.”
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“Shoko c6 nhac tén c6 gai dé6 khong?”
Maki cti dau e 1. “Chi dy khong néi. Ciling c6 thé chi ay cé ndéi, nhung
chau khong nhé ra.”

Co lé da dén lic tim vé Utsunomiya roi.
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Chuong 14

Trong gio thap diém, khi cadc phuong tién it van hanh nhat, tau cao téc

ctia hang New Tohoku di tit ga Tokyo dén Utsunomiya chi mat chwa tdi
mot gio dong ho, bang quang thoi gian di tv khu virc ngoai 6 Honma séng
dén trung tam thanh phd. Ciing chang c6 gi khé hiéu khi hién nay cé nhiéu
ngwoi chuyén ra song @ vung ngoai 6 va di lam bang tau cao t6¢c moi ngay.

Lic nay chi méi qua gio trwa mot chiat. Honma tim thdy mét cho ngoi
trong trén mot toa khong dat cho tredc danh cho nguwoi khong hit thudc 1a,
anh dat chiéc cap da xuéng san canh doi chan minh. Bung nhw lich trinh,
anh cam thay tau bat dau chuyén banh. Pa phan cac hanh khach cé vé déu
la nhitng nha quan 1y cao cap hodc tam trung, quang do tuéi nhw Honma:
nguodn nudi séng tuyén duwong huyét mach dén va di ti¢ khu vuc kinh doanh
sam uat cua Tokyo.

MGt cau thanh nién ng6i chan giita 16i di dang la 16i chi dan vao chiéc
dién thoat di dong. C6 thé cau ta dang lam nhiém vu trén toa, nhung c6 can
phai oang oang thé khong nhi?

Con tau chay xuéng ham ngay sau khi roi ga Tokyo. Séng vién thong &
day han rat té, béi anh chang diéu hanh tré tudi kia tat may véi cai tac luoi
gian dir.

bién thoai di dong von dat tién, Honma nghi, r6i tw héi liéu cé phai cau
ta mua n6 nho tin dung. Con anh thi sao? Cé bao nhiéu trong s6 nhitng mén
do anh s& hitu dwgc mua vé mot cach dé dang? Co thé la phan nira d6 noi
that va cac mén do 16n. Moi moén do la mét hgp dong riéng ré, cam két tra
dan tirng dot. Noi do ting 1a can hd ctia Chizuko. Moi thit trong can nha
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déu mang nhitng mau sac va dac diém c6 thich. Anh chi dugc tw van gia ca
cho c0 ma thoi.

Co 1é canh dan 6ng déu thé ca. Trén thyc té, anh chwa tirng gap anh
chang nao quéa ky tinh khi mua d6 ndi that hay dé y cac hoa tiét cia tham
trdi san. Chi c6 nhitng ngudi sanh séi la thwong quan tam dén nhitng mén
do trang tri ndi that. Nhwng mat nay van lién quan dén van dé tudi tac.
Ngay nay nhitng ngudi trén dwdi hai muoi tudi song trong nhitng can ho
nho thuong danh hang gio lién nham cho dat do ndi that lan cac mén do lat
vat. Nhung vi chang c6 tay canh sat méi vao nghé nao & Cuc lai di héi
nhitng diéu nay, anh chi c6 thé tw suy ludn ma thoi.

Xem nhitng bic hinh trén cac bao, cac catalog chao ban qua mang hay
chuwong trinh quang cao trén tivi cua cac ctta hang 16n, c6 cam giac nhw
ngay nay nhitng moén hang dep dé trén thi truong dwgc san xudt khong
ngtrng. Chi can xem la muén mua ngay lap titc. Chia mdot tam thé ¢ quay
thu ngan va ky tén 1én t¢ héa don nho xiu la théi quen dé mac phai. Ai lai
khong mudn nhat & cho nay mot it, cho kia thém it nita ch? Xét dén cung
ban chét ai ciing déu thé ca.

Chang c6 gi nhac nhu nguoi ta Idc nao thi nén dirng lai. “Rét dep, dung
khong? Anh ciing rat thich, phai khong nao? Vay thi mua di thoi, chan chw
gl nita!” wéc vong bao gio cling dé bung lén, nhwng ai sé la ngudi nhac anh
vé mon tién ngat ngwdéng phai tra cudi thang, hodc thi tham “H6m nay mua
sam chirng dé la da r6i”.

T4t nhién t* goc nhin cia ngwdi ban hang, nhitng diéu do chi la dam tep
nhep. “Ai c6 thoi gian ch®?” Ho sé noéi thé. “Ai roi hoi di lo cho nhitng
nguoi khong biét ty kiém ché.”

Dbiém dirng dau tién & Ueno kha thwa vang. Con tau s6m chuyén banh tré
lai. Hét dwdng ngam, tau tré 1én mat dat, lao vun vit qua nhitng toa nha cao
tang. Tiéng loa thong bao diém dirng tiép theo, kém theo thong tin vé xe
day hang phuc vu com t6i.
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Bén ngoai 0 ctta, Tokyo nhanh chéng lui lai sau lung.

Honma nh@ lai cudc tro chuyén qua dién thoai gitta anh v6i Sawagi, co
gai ¢ van phong luat sw Mizoguchi. C6 néi rang tinh dén gio c6 da lam viéc
cho Mizoguchi dvgc mwoi nam, ngay ttr dao “khung hoang tai chinh tiéu
dung” dau thap nién tdm muoi.

“Thoi gian d6 ban stta doi ctia bo Luat Kinh doanh Tién vay dwgc ban
hanh, treéc d6 nganh kinh doanh nay cuwc ky khac nghiét. BO luat dugc
thong qua chu yéu la bdi ngudi dan yéu cau chinh phu phai c6 dong thai gi
do. Ban than luat sw Mizoguchi ciling hay bi de doa khi 6ng doi hoi cac chu
no thoi giuc ng. Mot cong su caa luat sw Mizoguchi Iic dé tham chi con bi
ban ngay truéc cong nha. Phai noéi 1a trdi phu ho nén 6ng ay khong bi
thuwong.” Vo6 s6 ké mang ng ciing khon don. Nhung da phan bon ho khong
dam kéu than, thuwong chi khoc tham hang dém.

“Néu c6 ai de doa, chi viéc goi 110 xin giup d&, phai khong nao? Ping
vay, sé c6 canh sat dén nha anh. Nhuwng chi can néi vé cac khoan ng, vién
canh sat sé 1ap titc khong mudn nghe thém nita. Bon dau gau dau c6 ngoc.
Bon chiing chang dé lai thit gi c6 thé coi la chitng c¢ chong lai ching.
Chung chi ra sitc thau tom cadc mén ng, hodc la gia vo té vé nhw thé. Béi
vay canh sat cling chang biét lam gi hon.”

Honma da thira biét trang thai ngai ngan khong mudn bi dinh liu cua
canh cénh sat. “Khong can thiép vao nhitng tranh chap riéng tw, chang phai
nguwoi ta van néi vay sao?”

Sawagi bat cudi. “Chinh xac ddy a. Mac du c¢6 tréi mdi biét, con ngudi ta
von thich xen vao viéc cua nguwdi khac. Chau nhé cé ngudi da dén van
phong luat ro6i la hét rang, ‘Néu toi ¢t doi mat va bi giét, c6 thé cac ong sé
khién bon ho phai dé tam, phai khong?’ Thit duy nhat cé6 mic tang tién ma
chau nhan thay chinh la ngay nay da phan nhitng nguwdi mac ng va xin
tuyén b6 pha san déu thudc lita tudi thiéu nén va thanh nién. O vao tudi ay,
ngudi ta co thé bat dau lai tir dau néu budc phai 1am thé. ft nhat thi khoan
ng chwa trd duge cua ho cling khong lam tan nat mot gia dinh. Trong khi
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subt giai doan khing hoang tai chinh tiéu dung trwdc kia, tat ca nhitng gi
chu dugc thay chinh la nhitng 6ng chong ganh khoan ng 1én t6i hang triéu
yén, khién cho vg con ho lao dao lan dan.”

“Nhung nguyén nhan la do dau? Va vi sao lai xdy ra vao dau thap nién
tam muoi? Cé gi khac biét dau nhi?” Honma hoi.

C0 nghi m6t Iic ro6i méi noéi, “Theo chau nhan thdy thi cac khoan vay
mua nha chinh 1a nguén géc sau xa. Ai cling muén c6 mot ngdi nha cia
riéng minh, bat chdp mic 1ai suat c6 hgp 1y hay khong. Nguoi ta thuwong
khong kiém du tién dé tra dung han, vi thé ho sém phai t6i go ctra nhitng ké
cho vay nang lai, da phan cac truong hop déu thé.”

“Kéo theo ca gia dinh suy sup.”

“Chinh xac. Chau nhan thiy cac vu viéc xdy ra & khu virc ngoai 6 nhiéu
hon & thanh ph6. Nhung ngay nay van dé nay tap trung & gidi tré, phai
khong a? Va & tat ca cac thanh phd chit khéng riéng gi Tokyo. Chau nghi
nguyén nhan la do 16i song lang phi cta ching ta. Chu nghia tiéu dung da
duwgc day lén qua cao. Chang ai dwgc day cach quan ly tién bac ca.”

That dang mia mai khi biét dugc rang nho nhitng vu pha san do vay tién
mua nha gidm xu6ng ma gia dat da tang vun vut.

“Cac loai bat dong san hién nay hét sitc dat dé,” co6 noi, “cho du c6 gang
dén dau chang nita, ngudi ta cling chang bao gio c6 duwgc ngdi nha dirng tén
minh. Day la viéc kha thi. Vi thé da phan nhitng nguwdi dang ra dugc sé hitu
nha lai chang mang quan tam bé&i ho biét rdng cac khodn ng sé chon song
minh. Ngay nay mét lwgng 4p ddo cac vu pha san lién quan dén bat dong
san thwong bat dau vdi viéc ngwoi ta vay mot lwgng 16n tién dé mua cac
hang muc dau tw. Ho nghi ho c6 thé tim kiém lgi nhuan tir cadc dy an nha
thu nhap thdp va muwon hang dong tién dé mua hang loat. Pén mot thoi
diém thi trvong cham day. Ban tong ban thdo vao giai doan nay, va anh
thdm chi con chang thu héi dwogc khodn von da bé ra. Truong hop ay
thwong gap & nhitng nguwoi it kinh nghiém, nhat la nhitng nguwdi mua tré
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tudi. Cling may khong phai dam thiéu nién ma cha yéu la nhitng thanh nién
do6 hai ba muoi tudi. Ngoai ra con c6 nhitng ngudi ¢ thai cye doi 1ap, nhitng
ngwoi hwong tién trg cdp hodc cac ong ba gia véi khoan lwong huwu. Chwa
tinh dén nhitng ké méi phat nho thi treong chitng khoan.”

Co nghi ngoi thém mot lic. “Chau nghi rang nguyén nhan sau xa ctia
con khing hoang hoi dau thap nién tdm muwoi chinh la hoi chitng can-phai-
c6: can phai c6 mot ngoi nha 16n rong hon, can phai cé nhitng moén doé sanh
diéu, can phai c6 mot cudc song tot dep hon, da phan déu la nhitng wéc
vong dep dé, nhung mot s6 lai mang tinh ganh dua véi nhitng nguwoi cung
thé hé, nhat dinh phai theo kip xu hwéng. Chinh diéu nay khién cho cudc
khiing hoang tai chinh tiéu dung ngay cang tram trong. Nhung dén hom
nay, chau lai mu6n goi n6 1a hoi chitng pha san do khuéch trwong.”

“Pha san do khuéch treong?”

“A, vang. C6 thé anh kiém dugc mot khoan tién 16n, nhd ¢ phiéu, nho
nha thu nhap thap hay c6 phan cac cau lac bd dong qué. V6i nhitng nguoi
tré tudi, no sé quyét dinh noi anh séng, khu virc t6t dep nao trong thanh
pho, lam thé nao dé bai tri mot can ho that lung linh, nhitng bo canh thoi
thwong, mot chiéc xe hoi kiéu dang thé thao... tit ca déu la dé khuéch
trvong, ding khong a? Ai ai cling theo dudi nhitng do vong. Dan buéc vao
thé gidi tai chinh tiéu dung, van véi cac quy dinh long léo tir trudce tGi nay,
moi ngudi cho vay chi quan tdm dén mot diém mau chot... Chi mudn nghe
diéu thuc sy ngd ngan khong? Ngay nay, cac ngan hang da 1ap nén nhiéu
cong ty riéng 1é dé cung cap cac dich vu tai chinh khéng bdo dam, ciling
giong nhw nhitng ké cho vay nang 1ai, dang khong? Vay day, van dé nam &
cho, mién cong ty d6 do mot ngan hang diéu hanh, n6 sé khong bi coi la vi
pham Luat Kinh doanh Tién vay sita d6i.”

Su6t quang thoi gian c6 ndi, am thanh nén kha nhon nhao: tiéng nguoi
ndi, tiéng dién thoai reo. N6 khién Honma lién twéng dén mot chuyén tau
dong chat nguwoi dang bé 1ai, chuyén qua cung dwong khac, cung duong
khong dan né lao thang xuéng ba vuc tham.
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“Cht Honma nay, chi nh@ khong, 1an trwde chi ghé qua, ching ta da tro
chuyén vé nhitng truyén thuyét xung quanh vo hoang dé Ichijo. Cau chuyén
khién chau v6 cung hitng thad, thé nén mdéi day chau da doc lai cuén Truyén
thuyét Genji. Chau mé cu6n nay cuc ky.” Co néi, két thic cudc dam thoai
bang giong nhe bang. Vi sao c6 c6 thé lam viéc hang say dén vdy ma van
c6 thoi gian doc mét trong nhitng tiéu thuyét truong thién dai nhat trong
van chuong thé gidi, diéu nay doi véi Honma van la mot bi an.

Honma khong sao xua dudi dugc Shoko khoi tdm tri minh, ngay tr khi
ngay méi bat dau. Lic an sang, anh mé& td bao ra nhung chang doc néi mot
tl, co gang lam mdi li€c dwgc mot goc trang nhat trong khi udéng ca phé.
B6 quach di cho xong, anh tham nht, tay ddm manh vao tran.

“B0 dau dau a?” Makoto héi anh. R6 rang thang bé nhé viéc me n6 hay
bi dau ntta dau. Chizuko thinh thodng van day day hai bén thai dwong. Con
c6 nhitng viéc khac twong tw. Rat nhiéu thoéi quen nho ciua Chizuko da an
sau trong Makoto. Gitta tiét troi dac biét lanh gia, vao quang nay trong
nam, co thuwong mac do nga sau khi cdi cing lic cac 16p 4o len, 4o kiéu cho
dén 4o 16t. Sdng hém sau c6 sé choang voi vang cac mén trang phuc qua
dau cung lic. M6t cach qua tuyét, khi muon lam biéng.

Nhung troi lanh lam, c6 vira n6 vira cudi, coi viéc ay chang c6 gi sai ca.
Anh ci? thir di thi biét. Hoan toan dé chiu va am dp.

Anh da th néu cé thé, du vay, Honma chang bao gio lam duwgc. Ludn
luén c6é mot 16p 4o nao do, so mi hoac 4o phong, bi trat ra. Ké ca khi anh da
trong dwoc hét cac do qua dau, van c6 cam giac trai trai la ky. Anh lai phai
cdi hét ra, roi 1an lwgt mac tirng cai vao.

Anh qud cttng nhdc theo thoi cti, Chizuko két luan.

La mot no6i 1a mua thu nam ngodi, anh thay Makoto lam y hét thé. La bai
vi khi me né con séng, c6 van gitip né cdi quan ao rat can than, tirng 16p
mot. Thé ma gio day, sau tirng dy nam c6 qua doi, thang bé bat than lam
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nhu me né ngay xwa ma khéng hé y thitc vé viéc d6. Khi Honma noi ra, doi
mat Makoto m@ tron xoe ngac nhién. Me con dy a?

Nhw vay nhitng nguwdi qua c¢6 van lwu lai dau vét trong cudc doi nay,
giong bo 4o quan vira cdi van lwu lai hoi dam cia ngudi mac.

Ly luan twong ty van ding vdéi truong hgp cia Shoko Sekine, Honma
ngam nghi trong khi ng6i trén cting chuyén tau cua hang New Tohoku ma
co tirng ngoi, trén duwong vé Utsunomiya, cling giong nhw viéc co gai an
cap tén ho co tirng lam. Va ciling vGi cung ly do - tim hiéu thém vé Shoko.
Mot chuyén tau cao t6c hwdng vé qué hwong co ta, xuyén qua cung nhitng
cung duong, ngang qua cung nhitng mai nha.

Khi me Shoko nga xu6ng khoi nhitng bac thang do6, ngudi tim thay ba va
goi xe ctru thwong la mot c6 gai tré, Maki da ké thé.

Khéng thé wéc doan vd cd duwgc, Honma nghi. Nhung anh chang thé
ngan minh ty héi: liéu Shoko gia c6 don cung chuyén tau nay di giét me
Shoko that khong?
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Chuong 15

Moi thit déu méi la & Utsunomiya. Ké ca ga tau.

Co6 cac cong ra & phia Bong va phia Tay nha ga. Honma di di lai lai trén
day hanh lang gitta ching, c6 nghi xem 16i ra nao hita hen hon va két luan
co hoi ngang ngtra nhau khi anh buéc vao cac cira hang & moi phia. Anh dé
dang quyét dinh khi & Shinjuku hay Ginza. Cach bai tri, cdc mau sac va
kiéu dang quan ao trén gia, it ra doi v6i ngwoi chang thao mua sam nhw
anh, cling gan giong bat cit thwong x4 dinh dam nao tai Tokyo. Utsunomiya
da trd thanh maot thanh phé ma cw dan phai di lam viéc & cho khac, nhitng
hanh khéach quen thudc trén cac chuyén tau cao tdéc, mot thanh pho vé tinh
bi htit vao ttr trudng caa cac thanh pho 16n hon.

Muwoi nam truedc, khi Shoko Sekine méi muwdi tam tudi, tinh trang nay
chwa xuat hién. Vay thi tai sao c6 ta lai nham dén Tokyo? Néu c6 ta dén do
hoc, anh c6 thé hiéu dwgc. Nhung chin nam truée, co ta chi dén lam viéc tai
mot cong ty & Edogawa, noi chi la viing qué néu so véi Tokyo.

Nha ga sach sé, giau sitc song va dong dic hon anh twéng. Biém khac
biét duy nhat v4i ga Tokyo la anh khong nhin thdy béng dang ngudi nuwée
ngoai nao. Pa phan nhitng ngwdi nwdc ngoai lam viéc tai Nhat - dac biét la
phu ni* - déu séng & Tokyo hodc Osaka, néu khong thi vé han khu sudi
nwdc nong hodc cac khu nghi duwdng khac. Utsunomiya lai qua gan hoac
qua xa so véi tiéu chi ay.

Honma chon 16i ra rong rdi hon. Thit dau tién anh nhin thay khi buwdc
qua canh ctta quay la mot chiéc cau dwong bd 16n: mot 16i di vitng chac
duwgc xay trén mot khu mua sam 10 thién, kiéu kién tric dac trung thwong
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gap trén cac tuyén duong cua New Tohoku va New Joetsu. Qua hang lan
can bang bé tong, anh nhin xuéng chuyén bus dang chay bén dudi cau. Tam
bién chi diém dén qua m& nén anh khong chac chiéc xe cé chay qua
Ichozakacho khong. Anh quyét dinh bat taxi.

Khi Honma doc dia chi, tai xé taxi nghiéng dau sang mot bén. “Co 1é di
sé hoi lau. Pang ky nghi cudi tuan ma, anh cting biét roi day. Buong dong
phéi chay cham.”

Twr con duong chinh trwdc mat ga, ho ré phai roi chay khoang nam phuit,
tiép do ré trdi vao mét con dwong 16n hon, nhuw vay xe dang chay theo
hwéng Tay. Honma nhin tdm ban d6 vira mua ¢ mdt sap trong ga. Truwdc
mat sé la khu vie trung tdm Utsunomiya, cac co quan cong quyén va s@
canh sat.

Anh van chwa ditt khoat c6 nén dén hoéi tham don canh sat dia phuwong
hay khong. Néu cai chét cia me Shoko la mot tai nan, chac chan né dugc
lwu trong ho so. Néu Honma ngo y nho, chac chan anh ban Funaki sé gigi
thiéu anh - mét cach don gian va nhanh chéng hon nhiéu - nhung anh muén
ty tim hiéu trwdc da. Pa hai nam hai thang ké tir khi me Shoko qua doi.
Su6t quang thoi gian do, khong hé c6 moi nghi ngd nao ndy sinh xung
quanh céi chét cta ba. Con géi ba dwgc nhan toan bo so tién bao hiém.
Canh sat da khép lai h6 so vu viéc. Sao lai v6i nhw thé. Anh sé ty tim hiéu
moi viéc, héi han vai nguoi lang giéng. Néu bat dac di can canh sét trg
giip, anh sé dé danh dén cudi cung.

bi lién tuc sudt hai muoi phit, nguwdi tai xé madi cho xe dirtng va noi, “&
dau do quanh day th6i.” Mot cot dén giao thong dau 16i ré vao mot con
dwong mot chiéu nho hep c6 gan bién “Ichozakacho 2010”.

“S6 2005 & cudi con duong nay,” tai xé taxi néi. Canh ctra ti dong kéo
1én twr tr, chiéc taxi lao vit di. Honma hoan toan mat phwong huwéng. Ngay
tr khodnh khac roi khoi nha ga, anh da rat an twgng trwdc vung dat
Utsunomiya bang phang. Chang c6 gi qua bat ngo, vi thanh ph6é nam &
trung tam vung dong bang Kanto trdi rong mai xuéng tan Vinh Tokyo. Tuy
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vay cdi tén Ichozaka (d6i bach qua) da khién anh chd dgi mot vai con doc.
O mot thanh phé bang phing thé nay, ché nao c6 nhiéu bac thang dén do
khién ngudi ta nga chét bat dac ky t& chi?

Ichozakacho la khu vire dan cw kha tinh lang. Vé mat nay né twong doi
giong chd nha anh &. Nhung noi day hau nhw khong c6 chung cu. Pa phan
cac can nha déu cii ky, nam 16n x0n va thudc tirng hd gia dinh. Nhitng mai
nha thye sy bam ré trén manh dat nay.

MGt cap doi tré tudi di lwét qua, tay trong tay. Doi mat o gai thoang liéc
vé chan Honma, sau d6 ngoanh di. Chang trai van mai mé tréu dua, khong
hé hay biét dong thai dy. Mot tiém lam dep c6 bién hiéu treo phia ngoai, ghi
chit “Tham my vién L’Oréal.” Hoi chéch vé phia doi dién la mot 16p hoc
nho day bon tré cach st dung ban tinh. Bén canh do la can nha ba tang véi
mot cra hang nam & tang mot dang duwgc stta chita cung day treo mac day
quan &o bén ctra s6. Cach con dwong mot quang bang chiéu dai chiéc xe
hoi 1a khu nha tap thé hai tdang van con trat vira. Trén canh ctra truegt kim
loai ¢ 16i vao c6 treo tam bién viét tay: Akane Villa. S6 2005.

Honma van thoc tay trong tdi 4o khoac, san sang buwdc di. Bing lic dé
canh crtra trugt ra, hai diva hoc sinh tiéu hoc xuat hién. Mot bé trai va mot bé
gai. Bé gai 16n hon dita kia vai tudi. N6 loay hoay mai van chwa dong dugc
ctra, mdc du tréng canh ctra c6 vé chang nang né gi lam. C6 thé no bi ket &
ranh. Cudi cung khi ctra da déng, cd bé cam lay canh tay cau bé r6i bat dau
kéo no budc di doc duong. Xung quanh khong con ngudi nao khac.

“Chao cac chau,” Honma Ién tiéng.

Hai dita tré dirng lai, Honma dé y hai doi giay dé mém c6 hoa tiét hoat
hinh. Bé gai deo m6t chuoi vong 16n trén c6. N6 cat tiéng chao réi cho doi.

Honma cui xudng, hai tay chong goi, mim cuwoi. “Cac chau & trong khu
nha nay a?” Co bé con gat dau. Cau bé thi ngwdc nhin chi n6 vdi vé ban
khoan.
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“Vay a? Cac chau biét khéng, bac quen vai nguoi ti'ng song & day. Bac
dén tim ho. Bac ¢ tan Tokyo xudng day. Co 1é bac nén héi tham cha nha.
Cac chau c6 biét chti nha ¢ dau khong?”

Bé gai n6i day qua quyét. “Chau khong biét.”

“Co thé o6ng ay séng ¢ gan day ciling nén.”

“Chau khong biét. Chau chwa gap 6ng chu nha nao bao gio.”

“0...” Panh chiu vay. Bé du cho con bé noi chuyén tiép, Honma hoi no
vé chuoi vong c6 ma né dang dung canh tay con lai man mé. “Pep qua nhi!
Cai do la cai gi vay chau?”

“Pay la coi bao xam hai.”

“6.”

“Khu nay nguy hiém lam,” con bé néi giong day nghiém trong. “Nhung
chiéc coi nay kéu to vo cung dy. Thé nén me méi mua cho chau. Bac muén
nghe tiéng coi khong?”

Tat nhién la khong, trtv phi anh mu6n sém dién kién canh sat. “Khong
dau, cdm on chau. Nhung me chau cé nha khong?”

“Khong a.” Co bé chuyén tw thé chan cho thodi mai, di¥a em trai lam y
hét chi minh, nhw phan ghé phu gan kéem chiéc mo t6 ba banh. “Me chau &
dang kia.” Co bé chi vé sau lung Honma.

Honma quay ngoat lai, hy vong thdy mot phu nit dang cham cham nhin
vé phia minh. Nhung khong c6 ai cd, chi c6 tdim bién Tham my vién
L’Oréal.

“Me dang mua coi bdo xam hai cho me day a,” c6 bé n6i thém.

Phai gan ba muoi phuat troi qua ké tir khi Honma day canh ctra kéu cot
két va nhan chudéng bao cé khach, c6 thg lam t6c Kanae Miyata m&i dung

dinh budc ra. Mac du lam trong nganh dich vu, lai c6 con nhd, trong c6 van
v6 cung cudn huit.
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Honma di thang vao van dé chinh: c6 d6i diéu anh mudn hoéi vé Shoko
Sekine, vg chwa cuwdi ctia chau anh. Anh chia danh thiép ctia minh ra.

“Néu c0 ta ti chudc phién toai vao nguoi thi dirng dén tim t6i.”

“Khong, chuyén khong phai vay dau. Chi la c6 ta bién mat khong mot 10i
tir biét. Thang chau t6i chi mudn biét chac c6 ta van 6n ma théi.” Anh hy
vong nhitng 10i ctia minh dugc coi la nghiém tuc.

Co gat dau. “That dang tiéc, ba Sekine qua doi nhw thé.” C6 1€ c6 Miyata
quen biét ba Sekine hon con gai ba, thé nén & 1é tang c6 chi dén néi vai 1oi
phan wu qua quyt.

C0 Miyata chang phai nhoc cong gi da ké cho anh nghe toan b0 cai chét
ctia me Shoko. Ba Yoshiko Sekine da nga tir cau thang mét toa nha cii cach
day vai dam, gan cong vién Hachiman. “T6a nha d6 c6 ba tang, mdt ngan
hang chiém dung tang mot va tang hai. Ba Sekine la khach quen ctia mot
quan bar trén tang ba, quan c6 tén Tagawa. Moi tuan ba dy thuong ghé t6i
dé mat, hai lan dé uong vai ly. Bén ngoai tda nha c6 cau thang bé tong danh
cho cac truong hgp khan cap, nhung c6 vé khong ding véi tén goi nay lam,
no6 dich dac nhv thang danh cho linh cttu hoa ay. Cau thang dan thang tang
ba xudng, c6 chiéu nghi ¢ tang hai va thuc sw rat doc.”

Yoshiko Sekine dugc tim thiy & tang trét.

“Co6 thé ba ay da nga xuong tir tang ba. Chang c6 co may nao. Bi gdy co,
ho noi vay. Ai cling biét toa nha d6 xap xé lam ro6i, chac xay trai luat xay
dung. Pa c6 mot bai bao viét vé né, mac du khong dai lam.”

Tiém lam dep nho nho nay lam an cé vé chang kham kha may. Ngoai chu
tiém, c6 mot nhan vién lic nay dang di ra ngoai mua it d6. Chi c6 mot
khach hang, mot phu ni¥ ditng tudi, dang ngbi trén chiéc ghé da mau dé,
ngu ga gat trong khi c6 Miyata quan may cudn 16 trén dau ba.

Honma cam thdy bang ghé anh dang ngoi khong duwgc thodi mai lam nén
chuyén sang chiéc ghé twa 16t nhung diéu chinh do cao duwgc, c6 gan kém
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mady say téc. Anh khong héi xem cé ng6i & dé dugc khong, c6 Miyata cling
khong budng 16i nhac nhd nao. Trong c6 kha mét méi, cé 1é vi phai danh
vat vdi hai dira con.

“Sw viéc han phai gdy x6n xao lam.”

“Chac chan roi. Nhung cho cau thang dé, chang ai 1y lam bat ngo ca.
Hang bao lau nay ai ciing nhac di nhac lai la n6 rat nguy hiém, ct xem c@
su xdy ra thi biét.”

“Canh sat c6 diéu tra khong?”

“T6i nghi 1a c6. Nhung ho thay rang dé 1a mot tai nan, nén ciing chang
c6 may thao tac can lam.”

Chudc regu mot nguwdi dén say bét nhe, di ditng xiéu veo réi day xudng
thang. Ci¢ theo dung trinh ty d6, va chang ai c6 ly do gi dé nghi ngo ca.

“Co ai chitng kién sy viéc khong?”

Co nghiéng dau do héi. “T6i cling khong biét.”

Honma quyét dinh khai thac theo hwéng khac. “Gia dinh c6 c6 hay
chuyeén tro vdi ba Sekine khong?”

“Ciing twong doi,” Miyata noi, gidi thich rang c6 cung chong va hai dita
con séng & phong 201 toa nha Akane Villa. Ba Sekine & ngay dwéi nha ho,
phong 101. “Chac ba dy da ¢ d6 dugc chuc nam nay roi.”

“Nhung moi lan gia han hgp dong, at han gia thué lai tang l1én. That la la
ba dy khong chuyén di.”

“Qi 6i, diing 1a anh tir Tokyo t6i ¢ khac. Tdi nghe néi Tokyo dat dé 1am,
cai gi cling quy ra tién. Nhung & day thi khac. Néu anh nhac téi mot toa nha
16n hién dai ¢ gan ga thi dang la kha dat. Tuy nhién néu chi séng noi gian
di nhu Akane, gia thué khong bao gio tang vot ¢4, toéi dam bao day.”

“Nguoi ta c6 thuwong xuyén mot noi dén tan muoi nam troi khong nhi?”
Néu thué mot cho trong thai gian qua dai, chac anh sé mat hét ca dong luc
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chuyén nha.

“Chuyén nha nhoc nhan lam. Anh phai ty lam hét cac viéc. Nha toi
chang han, 1ao chéng t6i chang chiu dong tay dong chan gi ca.” Vé mat c6
toi lai, d6i mat nheo hep. Nhitng ngoén tay c6 van thue hién lién tiép cac cw
dong chinh xac mdc du c6 hau nhuw chang liéc nhin mdy cudn 16 trong khi
cuon toc.

“Gia dinh c6 chuyén t6i Akane Villa duogc...?”

“Pé tdi xem nao... nam nay la nam thi¢ nam r6i.”

“Td&i la quen vé6i ba Sekine luon?”

Co gat dau. “Nho may dita tré con ddy. Bon chiing lic nao cling nhay up
tlr ghé xudng, lam 6n ao huyén ndo sudt ca ngay. Toi phai xudng thang nha
ba dy, tw bat chuyén. C6 1é nhuv vay tot hon la dgi ngudi ta xoc 1én phan

2

nan.
“Luc do6 Shoko thinh thodng van ghé vé nha chit?”

“CO con gai ay a? T6i gap co ta dugc chirng hai lan. T6i doan co ta vé
nha vao dip hé va Tét.” Kanae Miyata cuon xong 16 cudi cung, dé ba gia
ngam minh trong guwong con c6 kiém mot cai khan kho.

“Co ta co dep khong?”

“Chac r6i, mot c6 géi rat wa nhin.”

Honma van chuwa dwgc nhin thdy guwong mat cia Shoko Sekine that nén
dén gio anh van kha mu mit. “Co ay c6 hay chung dién khong?”

C0 Miyata dang ban quan khan 1én dau ba khach. Sy hoi dap duy nhat
cta c0 la cai chdp mat.

“Hinh nhu 6 ta lam viéc @ mdt quan bar.” Honma b6 sung.

Co chu tiém c6 dinh chiéc khan bang mot sgi cao su rong ban. “Toi
khong biét c6 nén noi diéu nay khéng, nhwng hinh nhw 6 ta dinh vao ng
nan may ké cho vay ning 1ai. Ong c6 biét viéc d6 khong?”
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“Co, t6i biét roi.”

Trong c6 hoi cut hitng. R6 rang ¢6 mudn thdy anh giat minh ngac nhién.

“Khung khiép nhat la ddm nguwdi thu no téi quay ray ba Sekine. Tham
chi c6 lan ba 4y phai goi canh sat.”

“Luc nao vay?”

Miyata ngirng lai, tay van gitt chai thudc udn téc. “Um, dé t6i xem nao.
Chac quang nhitng ndm tdm muoi.”

Khong cé gi phai héi thém vé thoi gian do.

“Nhan noéi vé cac khoan ng, téi nghe bao cac bac b6 me khong can phai
trd mot xu nao cho du con cai ho mang hang dong ng.” D6i mat c6 nhap
nhay. Diéu nay c6 gi la dau nhi? “Pung vay. Ciing ap dung véi trudng hop
nguoc lai, mién la nguwdi trong gia dinh khong ditng ra bao lanh. V@i cac
cap vg chong ciing vay, triv cac khodn ng chung cta ca hai nguoi.”

“Nhu vay néu chong t6i mac ng, téi sé khong phai tra?”
“T4t nhién la khong r6i.”
Co xit mot it thudc uén toc 1én dau khach, lic nay doi mat ngai ngu cta

ba ta bat md, chac vi lanh. “Gi day? Ding c6 bao ta la chong chau van
dang nguwa quen duong cl nhé.” Ba gia lau bau.

Miyata cuwoi vang. “Lao noi sé xay nha cho chau.”

Ba khach quay sang nhin Honma, nhung lai héi Miyata. “Han day ha?”

“Khong, khong a. Anh ay la khach tr Tokyo dén.”

“Oi oi, toi lai thé nita roi, chwa gi di voi vang két ludn. Diéu gi dua
chang trai dep ma nay lan 10i tit Tokyo téi day vay?” Mot lan nita, nhitng

16i nay khong danh cho Honma. Trong lic d6, Miyata hoi day ngudi ba ta
cti xubng, trum chiéc mii cao su lén dau ba ta.
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“Anh ay bdo tdéi day dé gap chau... bac nhé kéu néu thdy vung dau qua
néng nhé!” Miyata vira nhac vira ha thdp chiéc may xudng dau ba gia. Co
bat cong tac, may say bat dau kéu ru ru va nhap nhay dén hong ngoai. Sau
khi dat hen gi®, c6 budc téi cho Honma, ngoi thir ra trén ghé danh cho
khach doi. C6 16i mot géi Caster Mild twr thi tap dé va cham mot diéu. Cwr
chi cham rai ctia c6 néi lén tat ca - day la quang thoi gian nghi ngoi c6 cho
dgi sudt ca ngay. “Néu muon hiéu thém vé tinh cach c6 con gai,” c6 ha
giong, “anh nén t&i treong c6 ta hon la loanh quanh médy nha hang x6m nhw
t0i.”

“Té6i trwong?”

“Pung vay. Ba Sekine qua c6 tirng lam viéc & mot quan an nhanh tai
treong tiéu hoc. Con gai ba ay tirng theo hoc ¢ day.”

“T6i thay tim hiéu nhitng chuyén thdi xa lo xa lac nhw thé c6 ich gi dau.”

“Biét dau ddy. Anh khong nghi ba dy co6 thé tiét 16 doi diéu vGi ban dong
nghiép a?” Mot anh nhin tan déc nha lén trong mat c6. V&i mot co gai
khién ba me phai tai ho vi cong viéc md am ma c6 ay lam va vueéng vao ng
nan bon cho vay ndng 1ai, chac han nhitng dau hiéu tha héa da xuat hién tw
thoi o ta con hoc tiéu hoc.

“Con diéu nay nita,” cO noi tiép. “T6i dam chac cé nhiéu ban hoc thoi
cap hai, cap ba cua Shoko con séng & quanh day. Hay anh thtr lién hé véi
ho xem.”

“C0 c6 biét ngwdi nao 1a ban than cia c6 ta khong?”

“Huirm...” Kanae Miyata nghiéng dau sang mot bén. “Chac han vai nguoi
ban tho au ctia c6 ta van con séng ¢ day. Biét dau day, co6 thé bon ho tirng
vao tiém nay lam téc roi cling nén.” Ro6i ghé ngudi sat ba gia dang ngoi
duwéi chiéc may sdy, co ndi to, “Bac con nhd ba Shoko Sekine, céi ba song
ngay tang duwdi nha chau khong?”
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“Nguoi bi ngd cau thang ddy phong?” Ba gia hét to tra 10i, dau van gilr
bat dong.

“Pung r6i day a. Ba dy c6 mdt c6 con gai. Chac quang hai mwoi lam,
hodc hai mwoi sau tudi nhi?”

“Nam nay co0 ta hai muoi tam,” Honma chinh lai.

Miyata ngac nhién. “Khong thé nao! Pa ngan dy co a? Anh ta bdo la hai
muoi tdm. Bac biét ai tam tudi dy tirng hoc cung 16p vai c6 ta khdng?”

Ba gia ngap dai dén mitc chdy mot it nwdc mat. Co 1é ngoi duwdi chiéc
mady ay thodi mai va dm 4p lam. Kiéu nay chang di dén dau cd, Honma
tham nghi.

“O dam tang, c6 mot cau thanh nién ho 1a Honda, con tén hinh nhw 1a
Tamotsu thi phai nhi?” ba khach néi.

“Tamotsu?”

“Pung vay. Co nhé khong? Co6 da lam toc cho vo cau ta dip cwdi day.”

Miyata bat cwoi. “That a?”

Tamotsu Honda. Honma ghi lai tén, dia chi xwdng stra 0 t0 ctua gia dinh
cau ta roi chuan bi roi di. “Con mot diéu nay nita.”

“Gi Vay?”

Anh 14y tdm hinh Shoko gia ra. “Trwdc day co da bao gio gap c6 gai nay
chwa? Co6 thé c6 ta titng vé day cung Shoko.”

CO dén lay tam anh, roi chuyén cho ba khach dang ngoi dwdi chiéc may
say.

“Khong, toi khong nhan ra c6 ta.” Miyata dap.

“Co6 chuyén gi véi co gai nay?” Ba khach hoi.

“Q, thyc ra thi chang c6 gi dau.”
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Miyata lai nhin tdm anh thém lan nita. “T6i muwon tdm hinh nay mot lic
duwgc khong,” co hoi. “Toi sé mang di héi vai nguwdi. Chac chan t6i sé tra lai
anh. Néu tim ra diéu gi, toi sé goi cho anh.”

That may la Honma da lwong trwéc nén da sao thém may tdm anh. “Tat
nhién r6i, c6 ¢t gitt anh di.” Anh véi 1dy 4o khodac, quay ngudi chuan bi di.
Co gitr anh lai. “Co Sekine ay, co dy sap cwdi mot ngudi nhw thé nao?”

“Thang chau chang ra gi cta t6i.”

“Khong, y toi 1a, cau ta lam nghé gi?”

Honma do dy. “N6 lam nganh ngan hang.”

Kanae Miyata va ba khach nhin nhau trong gwong roi gat dau. Miyata
budt miéng, “T6i hy vong cau ta sé s6m vugt qua nhitng phién toai nay.”

La me cua hai d&a con nho, vg cuia mot con bac, Miyata thwong xuyén
phai ganh vac da moi th trdch nhiém. Viéc c6 d6i x lanh lung v6i nhitng
nguwoi nhw Shoko Sekine - bo nha 1én thanh phé 16n, lai vao lam & cau lac
b dém & Tokyo - cling la 1é ty nhién.

“Chac chan t6i sé bdo n6 suy nghi lai,” Honma néi. Miyata mim cuoi,
hai long.

Lan nay canh ctra tiém L’Oréal hau nhu khong phat ra tiéng dong nao.
Honma thé dai nhe nhom khi buéc ra.

“Tamotsu, cau c6 khach kia!” mot thg may trung tudi dinh dau may khap
nguwoi goi to. Mot cau thanh nién tr trong bwdc ra, nguwoi hoi thdp nhung
ran roi, co6 ngan va chiéc cam banh khién ngudi cau toat ra vé wong nganh.
Pau dé kiéu hui cua. Khi Tamotsu tién lai gan hon, Honma nhin thay nhitng
giot mo6 ho6i rong rong chay hai bén thai duwong cau.

Chi mat mwoi phut di b tir thim my vién L’Oréal, xuwdng sita xe nay
nam trén con dudng 16n tr phia ga lai. Rdo mat nhin quanh da thay khoang
hai muoi chiéc xe hoi cung vai ba chiéc xe may. Tham chi c¢6 cd mét chiéc
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xe tai d6 ngay mét bén. Nam thg mdy - nhitng nguwdi hién c6 mat - dang
moi nguwdi mot viéc trong xuweng. Mot cau bé tudi ngang chirng hoc sinh
cap ba dang thao tac bén chi€c xe mdy nam muwoi phan khoi. Tat cd déu
mac dong phuc 4o lién quan mau trang v6i dong chit Honda Motors théu &
tui tredc nguc.

“Chau la Tamotsu Honda?”

Cau ta nhanh chéng gat dau, mat van cham cham nhin anh.

“Xin 16i da duong dot tdi day.”

Nghe Honma giéi thich 1y do anh tim tGi day, d6i mat Tamotsu tron tron.
“Shoko van 6n chit a? C6 dy dang & khu vic nao & Tokyo?”

“Y chéu 1a...?”

“Chau mat dau Shoko sau khi ¢6 ay chuyén khoi Kawaguchi. Chau da rat
lo cho c6 ay.”

“Chau da ghé tham co6 ta & can ho Kawaguchi?”
“Chac chan roi. Nhung ho noéi c6 dy khong con & dé niva.”
“Chau c6 gap ba chu nha khong?”

“Co6 a, nhung ba ta dudi chau di, bado rang Shoko da di khong mot 10i ti
biét, md&i trong tuan do théi.”

“Vay chac chéau t6i d6 vao cudi thang Ba, cach day hai nam, c6 phai
khong?”

Tamotsu chui hai tay bén bd do trang dang mdc, suy nghi mét luc.
“Vang, chau nghi thé.”

“Chau va c6 ta c6 than lam khong?”

“Vang, chac roi, nhung ma...” BD6i mat Tamotsu nheo lai thanh mot khe
hep anh 1én vé nghi ngai. “O 6, chau khéng thich thé nay. Chd muén dao
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x0i chuyén riéng tu ctia Shoko thi c viéc, nhung ding t6i day hoi chau.”
Cau ta so vai. “Chau khong mudn ngoi 1é do6i mach chuyén cta ban minh.”

“Nghe nay, chuyén khong phai nhw vay. Toi khong c6 y dinh lam hai co6
ta.” Pay la lan dau tién Honma ké luén cau chuyén. Anh khong thé dé anh
chang Tamotsu nay tir choi minh. “Sao chau khong cho t6i giai thich. Danh
cho t6i maot it thoi gian, dwgc khéng? Toi sé quay lai vao lic khac néu chau
muon. Thuc ra Shoko dang mat tich, va t6i dang di tim c6 ta.”

Ba muoi phit tiép theo, Honma ng6i doi & phong chd cta xwéng. Mot
chiéc dién thoai d6 chuong lién hoi, ai d6 & mot can phong kin tra 16i cac
cudc goi. Ngoai ra khong con am thanh nao khac. Xwéng nay quan ly
nguoi lam that chuyén nghiép.

Tamotsu Honda bé chiéc khay trén c6 hai cc gidy dung ca phé vao. O
day c6 nhiéu anh sang hon bén xwéng, Honma nhin ra mot vét seo chay
quanh cam cau ta. Cé phai cau ta trng bi tai nan khéng nhi? Mat trai cua
cdu ta cling hoi hiéng. Nhung vé co ban, trong cau ta rat dé nhin, tham chi
la dep trai.

Khi Honma ké chuyén, moi thit ¢t r6i tinh ca 1én. Tamotsu choc choc
ngan anh lai dé hoi hét cau nay tdi cau khac. Con khong thi cau ta khong
nhan xét gi, chi im ldng lang nghe. Chiéc dién thoai reo 1én 1an nita, ciu ta
vdi qua tat chudng.

“Hién tai, toi khong thé chitng minh cho chéu la téi & trong nganh canh
sat, toi da xin nghi va tra lai thé trong thoi gian nay. Toi chi mong chau tin
101 t0i.” Honma noi.

Tamotsu cham chi nhin mat ban. “Khong sao cd,” cau ta néi sau mot hoi
suy nghi. “Chdau sé hoi chti Sakai. Chu dy sé kiém tra ho chau.”

“Sakai?”

“Chua ay lam & don canh sat Utsunomiya. Khi me Shoko mat, chu ay da
giup d& rat nhiéu, nhd dé chau quen chu ay.”
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“To6i gdp anh ta c6 dugce khong?”

“PDé chau hoi xem. Nhung chau nghi la dwgc thoi. Néu moi thi da
nghiém trong dén vay, sao chu khong tién hanh diéu tra cong khai? Chu
cang sGm tim ra Shoko va bat ngudi gia danh co ay...”

Honma dang ca hai tay. “Gia str chuiing ta tim ra va phat hién thay ca hai
nguwoi do déu o6n, va ho da thoa thuan mua ban ho khau gia dinh thi sao?
Pay la kha nang t6t dep nhat ching ta c6 thé chd dogi, mién la nhen nhom
doi chut hi vong. Néu dé canh sat vao cudc, moi thit sé roi beng ca 1én.”

Tamotsu liém mo6i. Cau ta khong mudn néi nhitng 16i nay. “Nhung néu...
néu Shoko bj thu tiéu r6i thi sao? Bon ho cé can phai thdy xac c6 dy méi
bat tay vao viéc khong?”

“Nhu vay thi qua trinh 1ap ho so vu an sé dé dang hon.”

Tamotsu thd dai.

Honma nhin nhitng giot m6 hoi 1dm tdm trén tran chang trai. Cudi cung,
anh da tim ra mot ngwoi ban thue sé cia Shoko Sekine.

“Chu biét khong...” Tamotsu bat chgt voi vang lén tiéng, “khi me co6 ay
qua doi, chau téi Kawaguchi va thdy c6 ay da di mat, chau khong thé
khong nghi tGi treong hop xau nhat.” Cau ta nhin Honma véi anh mat kinh
hai. “Chau da thyc sw nghi cé thé Shoko da bi giét va xac bi phi tang.”

Néu nhu vay thi vu 4n da tré nén nghiém trong hon nhiéu. “Y chéu la...
bdi vi chau biét c6 ta gdp rac roi vi dam cho vay nang 1ai?”

Cau ta do du gat dau. “Nhat la sau khi chau nghe Ikumi ké lai. Khi me
Shoko nga xudng khoéi cau thang, c6 mot phu nit la mat trong dam dong
nhitng ngwoi chen tdi xem. CoO ta deo kinh ram nén khong nhin ro mat.
Tkumi da nghi c6 thé dé 1a Shoko.”

Honma vuiron ngudi téi trede. “Tkumi?”

“Vo chau.”
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“Co ay cting la ban ctia Shoko a?”

Cau ta lac dau. “Khong a. Xem nao, Ikumi la ngwoi da phat hién ra ba
Sekine va goi xe cttu thwong. Lic do c6 ay tinh co di ngang qua. Co dy con
tdi du dam tang. D6 la lan dau ching chau gdap nhau, & buoi tang 1é me
Shoko.”
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Chuong 16

Tamotsu khong thé di dau trude gio xwdng dong cira, vi vdy Honma hen
gdp cau ta vao chin gio t6i hdm do6. Tamotsu biét mot quan nwéc kha on &
ngay gan ga, cau ta hita sé goi dién dat mot phong riéng. “Nhw vay sé am
ap hon,” cau ta noi.

Chin gio kém mudi, Honma mdi hiéu cau ta am chi diéu gi. Khi Tamotsu
xuat hién & 16i vao, c6 mot co gai di cung cau. Co6 ta mac ao len co 1o bén
ngoai vay len rong, nhung cach phuc trang nay khong gidu duwgc cac dwong
cong trén ngwoi c6. Co ta dang mang bau it nhat sau thang.

“Pay la vo chau, Tkumi.” Sau khi gigi thiéu vg minh, Tamotsu dat hai
chiéc dém mong canh 10 swéi dé co ta co thé tya vao twong.

“Chau rat vui dugc gap chi.” TIkumi vita n6i vira cham rai ngoi xuong.
Ctr dong cua c6 rat than trong, nhwng van day tu tin.

“Con dau long cta hai chau a?” Honma héi.

C0 gai mim cwoi vdi anh, khée mat kéo thanh dudi. “La con th hai a.
Nhung chac chi khong thé doan dwgc vi nhin Tamotsu va céi cach anh dy
nang d& chau.”

“Nhung Taro dén s6m hon ching ta nghi ma,” cau ta phan déi.
“Taro dwgc may tudi r6i?”

“Thang bé mdi qua sinh nhat mdt tudi a. Moi thit tré nén ban ron hon vdi
ching chau.”
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Mot nguwdi phuc vu ban di tdi. Noi nay am ap nén cau ta do mo hoi trong
khi di chuyén gitta cac ban. “Chting t6i rat 1ay lam ti€c vi mui khéi thudc,”
cau ta noi trede khi ra ngoai, kéo canh ctra trugt lai sau lung.

“Co phai day la lan dau tién chi dén Utsunomiya khéng, chi Honma?”
Tamotsu hoi.

“Putng vay. Ban ron cong viéc va bao nhiéu chuyén khac, to6i chang bao
gio co co hoi di dau ca.”

“Cho nay ciling khong du xa dé chu di du lich dai ngay, mot khi cha khai
hanh ttr Tokyo.” Ikumi néi thém.

“T6i lay lam ngac nhién vi thanh pho nay rong 16n dén vay.”
“Nho vao cac chuyén tau cao toc day a.”

Hoa ra Tamotsu da lam & xwdng cua b6 cau ngay khi vira t6t nghiép cap
ba. Cau ta choi v6i Shoko Sekine da nhiéu nam rong, tir thoi con hoc mau
gido, roi cung hoc dén khi xong cap hai. Lén cdp ba, hai ngudi hoc hai 16p
khac nhau, do Tamotsu chon vao treong day nghé, tuy vay nha bon ho &
gan nhau va ca hai déu theo hoc 16p luyén thi vao cac budi chiéu. “Trong
dam con gai, co 4y la ban than nhat caa chau,” cau ta noéi, liéc nhanh vé
phia vo minh.

Ikumi cling sinh ra va 16n lén & Utsunomiya, nhung c6 va Tamotsu
khong hoc chung 16p. Co da tét nghiép mot treong cao dang & Tokyo va &
lai d6, lam thw ky nam nam tai khu trung tam kinh doanh Marunouchi. Co
tré vé Utsunomiya vi anh trai c6 - ngudi tridc nay van luoén séng & qué -
chuyén tGi noi khac, dé bo me lai tro troi. “Du sao chau cling rat mét moi vi
phai s6ng mot minh, hon nita moi thit déu dat do.”

“Con chwa noi t6i viéc khi phu nit buwdc qua tudi hai mwoi lam ma van
chwa 1ap gia dinh, cac cong ty thwong giao lam viéc cho ho nita,” Tamotsu
nhe nhang noi.
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Hinh nhw day la mét cha dé nhay cam. “Anh ci¢ cudi di, nhung ding thé
that.” Co tuyén bé. “Em rat ghét nhw vay.”

Néu c6 van la mot phu nit doc than lam viéc & Tokyo, c6 sé khong bao
gio noi thang thirng nhu vay. Co sé tréu ngugc lai Tamotsu hodc tw trao vé
sy “co don” cua minh, quay cuéng vGi moi viéc dé nhan chim cam giac co
doc.

“Chau lam & Marunouchi, mot céng ty khong 16n lam. Lwong va céac
khodn thuwéng déu chi @ mic vira phai. Moi khoan tién troi gio déu bi danh
thué. Cong ty tham chi con khong t6 chic cho bon chau di du lich, néu
muon thang tién thi phdi thwc sy chién ddu rat cang. Chau chang can mat
nhiéu thoi gian cling hiéu dwgc vi sao moi ngwdi cham cham tim cach vao
cac cong ty 16n dén vay. Nhung trén hét thdy, nhitng ngwoi lam cung chau
vé co ban déu thudoc dang mat lanh cd. Chau chang thich nhuw vay chat
nao.”

Nhitng 101 phan nan thwong gap, Honma biét vay. D€ bay t6 sy dong
cam, anh néi, “Ngoai chuyén lwong bong, & cac cong ty 16n cling chang
khac gi cong ty nho khi d6i x& v&i nhitng phu ni 1am viéc lau nam. Chi trw
khi chau rat may man.”

Du sao thi cdm giac bi ruéng bé & tudi hai mwoi lam van la quéa kinh
khung. “V6i nghé canh sat, gido vién hodc cac cong viéc yéu cau ky nang
va dao tao dac biét, c6 thé cau chuyén sé khac. Nhung vGi cong viéc van
phong thong thwong, nguwdi ta bi ap lwc phai tré mai.” Tkumi noi tiép, “Hai
muoi ldm da la gidi han chét r6i. Bao chi thi lem 1ém, ‘Thoi thé da thay
doi. Ngay nay phu nit ba muwoi van con tré trung’, nhung dé chi la 1oi ltra
mi. Tham chi v6i mot c6 gai hai mwoi mot tudi, ngay khi c6 mot nhan vién
md&i hai muwoi xuat hién, c6 ta da c6 cam giac minh dang gia di.”

Honma hoi, “Cong viéc cua chau thi sao, c6 thu vi khong?”

Tkumi ngam nghi mot hoi trong khi nhap vai ngum tra 6 long. “Ciing 6n
a. Gid nhin lai thi chdu thay thé.” T goc nhin cia mot nguwdi cé chong,
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mot dita con cuing mot gia dinh can quan xuyén.

“Cht mu6n nghe chuyén cuwdi khong?” Co héi. “Khoang sau thang trudc,
mot co ban tirng lam cung bo phan véi chau & cong ty Marunouchi - du
ching chau chang chuyén tro gi may - bat ngd goi dién. Goi theo s6 & nha
me chdu ay a. Lic d6 chau tinh cd c6 mat vi chau dwa Taro vé & lai cung
ong ba ngoai.”

Tamotsu lang nghe tirng tr, nhw thé cau ta chwa dugc nghe chuyén nay
bao gio.

“Chau vitra nhan may, c6 ta da hén hd héi, ‘Moi viéc thé nao?’ Lic ay
chau nghi, ‘Lién quan gi dén cau ch?’, nhung chi dap, ‘On ca.’ Vay ma
ching chau buén nhitng chuyén tao lao vé céng ty ké tir khi chau nghi lam.
Thyc ra thi toan 1a c6 ta néi ca. Co ta ké vé chuyén di t6i Hong Kong, nam
nay cong ty sé di du lich dén mot khu nghi dudng c6 sudi nuwéc néng. Roi
cudi cung c6 ta mdi tam ngirng, hoi chau dao nay ra sao. Chau néi gon, ‘Lo
moi chuyén cham con th6i.””

(‘Vé‘?”

Ikumi cwoi cham biém. “Co ta 4 khau ludn. Cudi cung chi thot duoc,
‘Cau l1ay chong rdi a2’ Chéau dép, ‘U, chic roi. Té khong muén 1am me don
than ti nao.” Vay la co6 ta khong con gi dé néi nita. Cudc tro chuyén tré nén
roi rac, cudi cung co ta gac may.”

Mot khoang lang vay quanh chiéc ban. Ikumi so doc chai rwgu sake dat
canh c6. “Chau nghi c6 thé c6 ta muén tim ai dé thé tham hon c6 ta.”

“Thé tham?”

“Pung vay a, chau ca la lic ay co ta dang tuyét vong. Cam thay bi ra ria
va ruéng bo. Vay la c6 ta nghi t6i mot diva da thoi viéc, khong phai dé lay
chong, di du hoc hay lam gi khac, ma chi don gian la quay veé cai x6 xinh
qué mua. Chic chin chau phai khé s& hon b ta. It ra c6 ta ciing séng &
thanh pho 16n. Vay la co ta goi dién.”
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Trong Tamotsu nhw thé vira can phai thi gi d6 ma khong biét né la gi.
“Anh khong hiéu.”

“Tat nhién la anh khong hiéu r6i. Anh lam sao hiéu dugc.”
“Co lé day la van dé cua nhiéu phu nit.” Honma néi.

TIkumi lac dau. “Hum, chau van ta hoi nhw thé. Pan 6ng thuong thang
tién, tang lwong va dugc vo so thit khac. Nhung anh Tamotsu nha chau
chdng bao gio dat dwgc nhitng thit dé.”

Tamotsu nhin cham cham. “Em c6 y gi?”

Ikumi mim cuwdi, gio tay nam lay canh tay cau ta day than mat. “Anh
ding no6i gian. Em khong c6 y néi anh ngoc hay gi ca.”

“Co troi mai biét em c6 y dé khong.”
“Em khong hé. Anh c6 nhitng thit ma c6 1€ nhiéu nguwdi sé khong bao gio
co6 dugce.”

Honma bao c6 gai gidi thich thém.
“Y chau 14 anh 4y luén yéu thich xe hoi, ngay ti* ngdy bé da vay. Anh ay

thich xe dén d6 chon hoc stra xe ttr thoi con di hoc. Sau dé b6 anh ay m@
xuwéng sira xe, & do anh ay chitng té minh la thg may lanh nghé nhat.”

“Khong phai lic nao ciing lanh nghé ca dau,” Tamotsu néi day khiém
ton.

“Dung vay. Nhung anh da lam viéc rat cham chi. Thyc hanh dén do
thanh thuc, nhw vay anh cé tai nang. Mot ké lwdi biéng c6 thé cling rat thich
stfa xe, nhung chwa chac da lam duwgc dén dau dén diia. Tamotsu thi khac,
gan bo tir thud nhé va nay thye s trd thanh tay lao luyén. Chau goi day la
hanh phtic.” Tkumi c6 thé khong phéi la nguwoi gidi hung bién nhat, nhung
€0 noi hoan toan xac dang.

“Pung thé, nhung chirtng nay chwa khién anh théa man. Anh muén tr@
thanh thg may gioi & mot noi c6 quy mo 16n hon.”
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“Nhu la lam viéc & Mazda hay tranh tai ¢ Le Mans?” Ikumi noi va cuoi

nu.
“Qua chuan. Nhung xwdng ctia bd ¢ day. Vi thé anh ta bo y dinh do.”

Ikumi mim cuwdi im lang. Tamotsu van 6m dp nhitng gidc mong con,
nhung Ikumi da théng minh dé khong xody sau vao d6, Honma ngudng mo
c6 ¢ diém nay. Nhin bé ngoai c6 hoan toan binh thwong, khong c6 nét gi
qua dac biét, co 1€ luc di hoc cling chang hé noi troi, nhung co rat khéo léo,
biét dé y dén moi chi tiét.

Nam lay khoang lang, Honma héi luén. “Theo chau, vi sao Shoko Sekine
len Tokyo?”

Cap vo chong tré dwa mat nhin nhau. Sau d6 Ikumi nhin xuéng, gio tay
lay doi diia, nhw thé mudn noéi rang day la viéc cia Tamotsu, khong phai
cua co.

“Chung ta hang an di kéo ngudi,” c6 ggi y. “Chau doéi lam r6i.”

“Nhung anh nghi em da an t6i r6i ma.”

“Em dang an cho hai nguoi ma, anh khong nhéd a? Bira lic nay la danh
cho con.” Co ttr ton noi.

Honma nhin sang Tamotsu. “Chau khong biét dwgc ly do vi sao to6t
nghiép cap ba xong, Shoko da voi vang di tim viéc ngay a?”

Tamotsu can moéi duwédi réi néi véi giong coc can. “Lién quan gi chi?
Chuyén xay ra ciing 1au lam ro6i, ma lai la viéc riéng nita.”

“Um, vay thi dé t6i néi chau hay, t6i muén biét rd vé con ngudi Shoko,
cach c6 ta quyét dinh moi viéc. Néu biét dugc, cé thé tdi sé xac dinh ding
goc nhin vé nhitng s kién dién ra v4i c6 ta sau nay.”

“Nhu thé cling sé gitp chi tim dwoc ngwoi da gid danh cd ay chi?”
Tamotsu liéc mat nhin Ikumi. “Chau da ké cho vg chau nghe moi diéu chu
ké vdi chau. Co6 ay thong minh hon chau nhiéu.” Cau ta véi tay 14y tti xach
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cta Ikumi. “Chau c6 mang theo thit nay. Ky vat tir thdi hoc cap ba, b6 chau
da gitr lai.”

Hoéa ra la mot tdm anh. Cubi cung, Honma da dugc nhin thady dung nhan
Shoko Sekine that. Lan dau tién.

Mac b6 dong phuc nit sinh may kiéu thay tha, gitt 6ng gidy boi mau den
bén dwédi canh tay, ¢6 nhin thang vao 6ng kinh. C6 chinh la hinh anh cta
tudi xuan phoi phgi. Cap mat dai, chiéc miii hoi héch. Téc x6a ngang vai,
doi chan manh khanh bén duéi ta vay xép ly mau xanh nwéc bién. Mot co
gai manh mai v&i ngoai hinh binh thuong, kiéu khuon madt can phai trang
diém doi chat. D6 1a mot bite anh cii, nhung rd rang co gai trong anh khong
dwoc xinh dep nhu ké mao danh co ta.

“Sau khi Shoko 1én Tokyo, chdu con gdp c6 dy do hai, ba lan, vao nhitng
dip c6 ay vé tham nha. Lan cudi cung la tai dam tang. T6c co dy lic nao
cling dé ngang chitng do, nhung da uén va nhuém do, bao rang khong cé
thoi gian dé nudi téc trd lai nhw cii. Co6 dy néi nang manh bao, hanh dong
cling manh bao hon. Duwong nhu con ngwoi thwe ciia Shoko da bi nhét chat
& dau d6 sau bén trong c6 ay mat r6i.”

Honma néi, “Chau biét chuyén Shoko tirng dinh dén bon cho vay nang
13i, phai khong?”

Hai vg chong cung gat dau. Ikumi lam rd hon, “Chau biét chuyén nay tw
khi hen ho v6i anh Tamotsu.”

“Chau thi biét ngay tit dau. Me chau va me Shoko hay dén lam toc tai
cung mot tiém, ba nghe dwgc dau duoi cau chuyén ¢ d6. Chau doan moi
viéc ngay cang té hai hon vi me c¢6 dy c6 lan phdi bao canh sat. Vi thé chau
nhan vGi bac dy, néu dam doi ng thué lai dén thi nhé goi cho chau.”

“Chau bao vdi ba Sekine nhu thé?”

“Vang, chau kha than vGi bac &y ma.”
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“Sau khi téi Tokyo lam viéc, nam nao Shoko ciing vé nha vao dip hé va
Tét a?”

Tamotsu dirng lai suy nghi. “Hirm. Hinh nht c6 mot nam c6 ay khong
vé, con lai thi...”
“Cac chau da hop 16p bao gio chwa?”

“Co chit a. L6ép cap hai bon chau ciling td6 chitc hop mat. Nhung Shoko
khong tham gia.”

“Khong a?”

“Du vay moi nguwoi van nhac nhom t6i co ay. Bdy gio chau mdi biét
Shoko phuc vu bar & Tokyo.” Tamotsu lifm w6t moi. “Mot cau ban cling
16p cling lam viéc & Tokyo, dén Shibuya gidi khudy do6i chat, va bat gap
Shoko, an mdc hg hang.”

“Shibuya? Co ta chwa bao gio' lam ¢ Shibuya.”
“Co ay lam & dau?”

“O mot quan c6 tén Gold tai Shinjuku va mot quan khac tén Lahaina tai
Shimbashi. T6i chwa t6i Gold, nhung Lahaina khong phai la mot noi sa
doa. Cac cd gai & do cling chang hé an mac hd hang.”

“Biét dau anh kia néi thé dé tham do phan *ng ctia moi ngudi,” Tkumi
gop y. “Cac ban chau, nhitng ngudi hoc cung 16p ay, bon ho c6 biét Shoko
dang gap rac réi vé tai chinh khong?”

“Chac la c6. Tin dit bao gio cling don xa ma.”
“Thé con cach c6 ta x6a sach ng?”

Tamotsu lac dau. “Khong, bon ho khong biét toan bo dau. Nhat la vé
chuyén... Chu goi né la gi ay nhi?”

“Tuyén bd pha san ca nhan.”
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“Pung vay. Ngay ca chau ciing khong biét, cho dén khi dwgc nghe chu
ké. Me Shoko néi c6 ay di vay muon ho hang dé trang trai. Trudc gio chau
van nghi thé.”

Hay ddy, Honma nghi. R6 rang Shoko khong hé hé rang cho ba me biét
tinh hinh da t6i té dén mic nao.
“Vay quanh day, moi nguoi cling nghi giong chau?”

Tamotsu gat dau. “Vang. Chi hiém ai cling 14y lam la la héa ra Shoko cé
ho hang dé bau viu, bdi vi chuwa ai & day nghe dén ho bao gid. It nhat 1a
quanh day.”

“Biét toan b cau chuyén nhu vay,” Honma tham do, “da ai nghi xem c6
diéu gi dang ngo xung quanh cai chét cua ba Sekine chwa? C6 ai tirng nghi
ngo Shoko khong?”

Tamotsu nhin thang vao mat Ikumi, tim kiém sy tng hd. “Vang, c6
chau.”

“Chéu nghi c6 thé Shoko mo mat vi khodn tién bao hiém cta ba me?”

Tamotsu lai gat dau, Lan nay dén Ikumi lén tiéng. “Xét dén cung moén
tién do6 1én dén tan hai muoi triéu yén co ma.”

Honma mim cwdi thau hiéu. “Trén thie t€, chi la hai triéu yén tho6i.”

“That a?”

“That. Ba ta chi mua bao hiém sitc khoe quoc gia.”

“Sao nguoi ta lai ho 1én dén con so kia nhi?”

“Mot don muoi ma.”

Ikumi hoi Tamotsu: “Anh nghe tin hai mwoi triéu chinh xac la ¢ dau
thé?”

Cau ta nghiéng dau. “Anh cling chang biét nita.” Im 1ang mot quang.
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Honma néi, “é dam tang, chau c6é hoi Shoko xem co ta da giadi quyét hét
no nan chwa khong?”

“Thoi nao chu, chau dau thé hoi thé duoc.”

“Unm, tdi ciing doén thé.”

“Du sao Shoko ciing rat soc, mén tién do la thit cudi cing mot nguoi...”
“Nhung cau thuc sy nghi ngo?”

Trong cau ta c6 vé xau ho. “Vang.”

“Anh chang canh sat quen chau thi sao? Sakai, phai khong nhi? Anh ta
c6 hoi gi khong? Co6 ta c6 ching ctt ngoai pham khong?”

“Nguoi ta dd mé mot cude diéu tra han hoi, nhung chang thu dwoc gi

»

ca.

Thoi dugc, Honma nghi, ltic bdy gio ho chi lam 14y 1€ thoi. Anh thira biét
cudc diéu tra “han hoi” cua canh sét la nhw thé nao. “Sau lé tang, chéau t6i
tim Shoko & Kawaguchi, c6 phai do xuat phat tir n6i ngo vue?”

“Pung vay. Pay la ly do khién chau lan 16i t6i Kawaguchi.”
“Khi chéu téi noi, co ta da bién mat. Vay la chau doan c6 ta chay tron?”
‘(Dﬁng a"’

Honma ldy tdm anh Shoko gid ra, chia cho Ikumi xem. “Chau da bao gio
nhin thay c6 gai nay chwa?”

Ikumi don lay tdm anh.

“T6i dwgce biét, khi ba Sekine nga cau thang, chau tinh cd di ngang qua
r6i goi xe cttu thuong. Trong s6 nhitng nguwdi tdi xem c6 mot phu nit chau
chua ting gdp, co ta deo kinh den, ding khong?”

Tkumi gat dau, mat van khong rdi tam anh.

“Trong c6 ta cé diém gi giong co gai trong tdm anh nay khong?”
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Ikumi quan sat mét lic lau. Hai nguwdi con lai van gilt im lang. Nhitng
am thanh bén ngoai vong vao qua canh ctra trwot bang giay, tiéng thuc
khach goi mén. Tkumi lac dau, du r6 rang c6 van dang c6 nhd lai. “Trong co
ta chang c6 nét nao quen cad. Nhung du sao cling da hai nam tr6i qua, ma
chau chi nhin ngudi phu ntt kia c6 vai giay.”

“Em khong nhd bat cit diéu gi vé ngoai hinh c6 ta a?” Tamotsu hoi, hoi
nhoai nguoi t6i trudc.

“Khong a. Khong cé diém nao noi bat.”

Honma nghi c6 1€ nén tha 1éng. “Dugc ro6i, dirng c6 lam gi.” Dau vay,
anh khong nghi Tkumi dé bi tac dong. “Dém ma ba ay nga cau thang, chau
van con nhé ky chir?”

Tkumi khoanh chat tay trwdc ngyce. “Vang, chau nghi vay. Chau dang trén
dwong di lam vé. Dao dy chau lam thém & mét tiém ca phé gan ga, doi lic
chau mang vé mot it do con thira, mot miéng banh ngot chang han. Bém do
chau mang theo mot it banh, nhwng vé dén nha, trdi qua su viéc chan dong,
cho banh da nat bét. Chac chau da vung chiéc ti t tung khi hét 1én.”

“T6i rat tiéc phai goi lai cau chuyén, nhung khi ngd, ba Sekine c6 la 1én
khong?”

Tkumi lac dau. “Canh sét ciing héi cau nay, nhung chau khong nghe thay
gi ca. Dot nhién mot cai xac do up xudng truedc mat chau, ngay tai cho do.”

Tamotsu chen vao. “Bai thé két luan ban dau cua canh sat 1a “c6 thé do
tw ti”. Pén gio sw viéc van chwa ngd ngili. Cha Sakai - ngwoi canh sat ma
chau da nhac dén ay - cling dong tinh véi gia thiét ty t&. Chu ay cho rang
chi trir khi mu6n chét, chang ai dam nghi tdi viéc lai gan cho cau thang kia
trong trang thai say xin. Hon nita ¢ toa nha c6 thang may ma.”

“Vay sao?”

“Nhung theo 10i nhitng ngudi quen ctua ba Sekine ¢ quan bar Tawaga, ba
ay khong thich thang may. Nhat 1a sau khi uéng xong. Ba bédo di thang may
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sé bu6n non. Nén ludn di cau thang bo.”
“Um ’»

“Du vay, Sakai van nghi day la truong hgp tw tir. Chu ay noéi néu la mot
tai nan hodc bi ai d6 day xudng, chac chan ba ay sé hét 1én.”

Khong han, Honma nghi. Néu ba ta bi chu6c thuéc mé hodc vi ly do gi
d6 ma mat nhan thitc... “Po6i lic, van c6 nhitng nan nhan hoan toan khéng
gay ra am thanh gi. Xung quanh hién truong c6 tinh lang khong?”

Tamotsu bat cuwoi. “Quan Tawaga c6 phong karaoke, cau lac bd béen canh
cling c6 san nhdy. Trudc day chau tirng téi d6 nhdy am 1 dén no6i khong
nghe dwgc bat c 16i nao nguwdi khac noi.”

TIkumi dong tinh. “Pting ddy a. Y chau 13, khi ch4u hét 1én, nhitng ngudi
dau tién xum lai déu chay ra tir cac tda nha va cac ctta hang xung quanh.
Khong c6 ai & Tawaga dé y, mai cho dén khi nguwdi ta xim den xim do

»

vao.
“Pém do ba Sekine ¢ quan Tawaga a?”
“Co6 vé ba dy hay téi do.”
“Thuwong xuyén lam a?”

“Chau dodn thé. t ra 1a Shoko tirng ké thé. Ti rat 1au roi, thoi cd dy van
con & nha. Co ay noéi dé l1a thd vui duy nhat cia ba me.”

“Ba ay c6 dén vao nhitng ngay c6 dinh khong?”

“Vao cac t6i thit bay a. Bac ay lam viéc & quan an trong treong. Vay nén
Chu nhat bac dy khéng can day sém.”

T6i thit Bay hang tuan. Diéu duy nhat con phai xac dinh chinh la nén dgi
ch6 nao. Roi rinh ba gia chan nam déa chan chiéu ra khéi quan Tawaga va
danh manh tr sau lvng. Ké mudn giét ba han phdi tién hanh theo déi mot
thoi gian. Nhung con mot cach don gian hon. Vi nhu gia lam nguoi ban
hang di dén cac nha. Ciing c6 thé c6 ta chi can bam vao lich trinh thit Bay
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va ding ngay thi dén Utsunomiya. Tuy nhién, nhd ddu ma c6 ta c6 dugc
thong tin do?

“Thay vi ng6i day wdc doan, ching ta nén t6i Tawaga mot chuyén xem
sao.” Tamotsu ggi y.

“Em di cung nhé,” Ikumi noi.
“Khong, em sé cam lanh mat.”
“Khong sao dau. Em mdc am r6i ma.” Cé dam bdo, cam hoi héch 1én.

Duong nhw c6 mot thong diép ngam gitta ho qua ci chi ay, bat ngo
Tamotsu dat ly nwdc xudng va noi, “Chi Honma, chau mudn gidp chi.”

“Giuap t6i?”
“Giup chu tim Shoko. Chau sé danh toan bo thoi gian cho viéc nay.”

Honma nhin sang Ikumi. C6 mim chat méi, nhanh chéong gat dau qua
quyét. “Nhung con cong viéc cta chau thi sao?”

“Chau sé xin nghi it lau. Khong sao dau. Ci¢ quyét vay chua nhé? Tkumi
cling da dong y r6i.” Cau ta lién thoang néi, réi nhém nguoi day. “Chau sé
trg lai ngay.”

Co vo nhin theo budc chan chong trong khi cau ta buwéc ra ngoai. “Anh
ay rat tot bung,” c6 noéi réi dudi chan, vuot thang nép vay.

“Um,” Honma dong tinh. “Xin 16i da kéo vg chéng chau vao chuyén ric
roi thé nay.”

“Khong sao ma chi. Chiung chau sé sém vugt qua thoi,” co gai tran an
Honma. C6 gap chiéc khan tay trong long. “Anh dy bao chau, chi la canh
sat tw Tokyo tGi.”

“Hien tai thi toi dang xin nghi.”

“Chau cling dugc nghe ké roi a. Tamotsu thwe ra kha kin ké. Lic toi,
ngay sau khi chad roi khéi xwdng, anh ay da goi dién cho ngudi ban trong
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nganh canh sat, nho kiém tra xem c6 phdai chi Shunsuke Honma la canh sat
0 Tokyo khong.”

“Vay sao?”

“Gio thi anh ay rat kich dong va hao hitc tham gia. Anh &y muon duwgc
cung mot tham t& thye thu di diéu tra. Tamotsu that long mudén lam viéc

»

nay.

“Chéu c6 chac sé khong ban long khong? Cau ta sé phéi nghi viéc mot
thoi gian, c6 thé dé chau ty xoay x& mot minh nita.”

“Chau chac. Chu ctt cho anh dy theo cung di a.”
Honma nging lai mot vai nhip thg. “Toi khong nghi minh lam dwgc.”
Tkumi bat thinh linh ngwéc 1én. “Vi sao a?”

“Bai vi toi khong tin chau thye sy mudn, va toi khong thich gay rac roi.
Toi sé bao cho chong chau khi c6 tin méi, nhung t6i nghi cau ta nén & nha
thi hon.”

“Cach do6 khong 6n dau. Sé tot hon néu anh dy dugc gitp chd.”
“Chau thyc sy khong ban tam ch@?”

“Thyc sy chau rat ban tam. Ban tam dén phat dién 1én dy chi,” c6 tubn
mot trang, gwong mat cang thang. “Nhwng chau khong muon anh ay ngoi
nha ma tam tri c* mién man vé Shoko.”

“Khoan da. T6i nghi chau dang dé cho tri twéng twgng ctia minh di qua
xa roi.”

“Sao chu lai qua quyét nhw thé?” Co hoi thang.

“Unm, cho du ho da titng 14 ban thanh mai tric m4, nhung bay gio ddi véi
cau ta, chau va gia dinh nho ctia hai nguwdi quan trong hon nhiéu so véi c6
gai Shoko nay. T6i chi n6i dugc dén vay thoéi.”
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“Vang. Chung chau quan trong. Anh ay cham lo gia dinh rat chu dao.
Nhung van dé khong nam & d6.” Giong co6 cang lic cang nho dan, nhw mat
hét sitc lye. “Chid Honma, chii c6 ngudi ban nao tir thoi tho au khong?”

“Co, nhung téi khong than 1am.”

“Vay thi cha khong hiéu dugc dau.”

“Tamotsu va Shoko van than thiét khi da 16n 1én sao?”

“Bat ké thé nao, anh Tamotsu van quan tam t&i chi dy. Khi Shoko 1én
Tokyo va gap rac roi, chdu nhan thady Tamotsu khong chi quan tam, anh ay
ting yéu chi ta.”

“Nhung khong giong tinh yéu cau ta danh cho chau.”

“Vang, tat nhién la khac chit a. Nho vay moi chuyén van 6n. Chau c6 thé
tha thit cho anh ay vi da sot sang lo lang cho Shoko. Nhung chau khong
muon tinh trang nay kéo dai mai mai.” Tkumi cdi xudng, mot giot nwéc mat
roi dong trén mu ban tay co.

“Chau dirng nén that vong nhu vay, khong tot cho diva bé dau.” Honma
mim cwoi, co lam cho c6 nhin 1én.

Nhung Tkumi khong cwdi. Co nhin vai. “Anh ay ludn yéu chi ta, ludn
nghi vé chi ta. Ho c6 nhiéu ky niém ti* thoi con bé xiu. Chau khéng cach
nao sanh duogc.”

Honma nghi vé ngwdi ban Funaki va tdm long sau ndng cda cau ta vdi
birc hinh Chizuko & nha. “Néu yéu c0 ta sdu nang nhw vay, thi tai sao lai
khong 14y c6 ta?”

Ikumi thoang mim cuwdi. “Shoko khong thuc sw coi anh ay la mot nguoi
dang ldy lam chong. Ho qua than thiét v6i nhau.”

Qud thdn thiét... Funaki cling ti'ng noéi vay.

“Hon nita...” Ikumi 1dy Iwng ngon tay tréo quét ngang mat, chang budn
che gidu nhitng giot nwéc mat cia minh nita. “Anh ay cho rang minh da ha
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thap Shoko, vi nghi ngo chi ta giét ba me. TGi gio anh ay van cam thay toi
16i.”
“Vay la cau ta muo6n chudc 16i?”

“Pung ddy a. Chung chau da tranh cai véi nhau su6t ba gio dong ho. Chu
hay tin chau, anh ay thyc 1ong mudn dwgc gitp cha. Vi vay chdu mong chua
cho anh ay co hoi xua di ganh nang kia.” Tkumi khong hé mong mudn
chuyén nay, nhung c6 cling khong mudn dua tranh cung mot hoi Gc.

Co tiép tuc ké Tamotsu quyét tam ra sao, nhung Honma bi an twgng chu
yéu bdi sy kién quyét cia co6. Anh thé dai va néi, “Khi moi chuyén két
thuc, toi hy vong chau sé bat cau ta dén bu bang thi gi dé v6 cung dat dé.”

Tkumi cudi. “Anh ay dinh xay nha cho me con chéau. Bon chau c6 dat r6i.
Chau mudn song ¢ mot ngdi nha phan tang dan xen.”

“Tuyét qua!”

Canh cwra dugce kéo ra, Tamotsu trd lai. Co 1€ cau ta da ditng dgi ¢ bén
ngoai nay gio. Po6i mat cau ta nhin xudng.

“Chuing ta di nhé?” Tkumi néi, sap stta ding day. Nita chirng, c6 quay
sang Honma. “Néu Tamotsu lam tot, anh dy cé dwgc nhan ky niém chuong
hay thir gi d6 twong tu twr phia canh sat khong chu?”

Tamotsu ngwgng ngung. “Thoi nao, em dirng lam phién chd ay nita.”

“Em hoi thé c6 gi sai dau chit. Em thich c6 mot tdm bang khen dwoc
l6ng khung treo trén twong, anh khong thich nhw vay sao? Dén gio ching ta
mdi cb to gidy khen thwdng vé thanh tich thé duc cda anh tir thoi cap hai
ma.”

Lan dau tién sau mot quang thoi gian dai, Honma cdm thdy long minh
am ap. “Toi sé co thit xem sao.”
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Chuong 17

H(_) bat taxi dén tan chan cau thang noi ba Sekine nga xuong.

“Chan chu dau thé kia thi khong leo 1én noi dau,” Tamotsu nhan xét mot
diéu hién nhién.

Chi can nhin qua cling du. Hai day bac thang bé tong doc xuéng nhu tdm
van truegt bang phang. Qua doc, lai khong c6 dén chiéu nén cho doé téi hu.
Cau thang co6 tay vin, nhung dung khong chac chan, cac bac thang nong
choén, ngudi budc trén do lai say bét nhe, chi can hoi mat thang bang la
nga nhao xudng ngay, khong cé gi ngan do lai duoc.

“Oi, néu em phai chon cau thang lam vii khi giét ngudi,” Ikumi noi, va
ho hang, v0i vang xudng xe sau khi da gai ky do khoac. “Ké ca truéc khi vu
viéc xdy ra, moi lan budc ngang qua cho cau thang nay, chau van nghi t6i
16i cau thang trong Thay phu thiy.”

“Thdy phu thiy?”

Ikumi hoai nghi. “Chu chwa bao gio di xem phim a?”

Thang mday dugc b tri bén hong toa nha. Bén trong 16t tham dé loai ré
tién, cac birc twong day nhitng vét xudc va hinh vé graffiti. Chiéc thang kéo
ket ro6i khuc khac trén dwong lén tang ba. Néu chan minh kha hon, Honma
nghi, di bo co6 khi con nhanh hon.

Lic nay Tawaga chi c6 mét vi khach, mot nguwdi dan ong 16n tudi ngoi
bén canh ctra s6 lap tirc ding day khi thdy Tamotsu. Hoa ra dé la Sakai,

canh sat dia phwong. Thém mot lan nita, Tamotsu di treéc Honma mot
buéc.
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Honma tirng gdp nhitng canh sat c6 y thitc cong tac véi canh sat thu do.
Ho khong hé khom luwng u6n géi hay an to n6i 16n, khéng thich hw vinh.
That may mén khi 6ng Sakai 1a ngudi nhw vay. Ong d chém can ké diém
cudi sw nghiép, “Chi con hai thang nita 1a t6i nghi hwu r6i”, nhwng van gay
an twgng manh.

“T6i dwgc nghe tin mat - dau sao thi cling chi nhitng diém c6t 16i - tir cau
Honda day. C6 vé cau dang gap mot vu phic tap?”

Co hai kiéu canh sat: nhitng ngudi khong doi nao gat bo tinh canh giac
tredc moi ngwdi, va nhitng ngwdi can trong Iwa chon hoan canh phu hop.
Sakai thudc kiéu sau, va Tawaga la mot trong nhitng noi duwgc chon lam
diém hen. Mot chai regu sake duge ham néng dat triédc mat ong.

“Vé trwong hop cai chét cia ba Yoshiko Sekine,” 6ng n6i luén khéng can
rao tredc don sau. “Néu cé treong hgp nghi van nao, diéu wu tién trudc
nhat la t6i sé nhan vu nay?”

“Vang, anh cé toan quyén quyét dinh ma.”

Sakai mim cuoi diém tinh. Honma coi d6 han 1a mét thit vii khi loi hai
cta 6ng: khong bao gio dé doi twgng bi tinh nghi canh giac, ong xoa diu ké
do roi chi can bung tay cling dat duwgc thit minh muén. “Khong ai giét ba ta
ca. Toi c6 thé ddm bao nhu vay.”

“Nhung...”

Tamotsu gop 101, giong qua quyét. “Chau da noi vay, khéng chi mot lan.
Khong ai c6 thé day bac dy xudng thang. Viéc dé 1a bat kha thi.”

“Bat kha thi?” Honma no6i. “Bé&i vi khong ai nghe thdy tiéng hét? Hay vi
diéu gi khac?”

“Sao chung ta khong ra ngoai, nhin quanh mot vong? Nhuw thé sé nhanh
hon.”

Pé Tkumi ngoi lai - bén ngoai rat lanh va “khong an toan 1am” - ba nguoi
dan 6ng budc ra hanh lang tang ba: mét 16i di bang bé tong rong chwa tGi
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nita mét chay doc mat sau cua toa nha, chi mét phan dwgc che pht béi mai
hién bang xi mang. Néu ditng quay lung vé phia quan Tawaga, thang may
sé & bén phia phai con cau thang b & bén trai. Tawaga nam & gitta trong so
ba ctra tiem; bén phdi la mot quan bar khac, bén trai la san nhay ma
Tamotsu da nhac tdi. Khong cé canh cita nao khac. Khong phong chita do,
khong nha vé sinh, khong gi ca.

“Cau thay toan by quang canh chwa?” Sakai tu tin n6i trong khi 6ng tién
lai ch6 cau thang bg. “Khong c6 cho nao dé chay tron hay an ndp. Néu nhw
c6 nguoi lam viéc do. Sau khi xong viéc, han sé chi c6 hai su lva chon. Mot
la di xuong 16i thang may. Hai la 1an vao mét trong hai quan bar - quan nao
cling dugc - va vo nhe chang cé viéc gi xdy ra ca."

“Du theo cach nao, han cling phai rat can dam va c6 kha nang dién xuét
cue tai,” Honma thira nhan, khién Sakai lai mot lan nita mim cwoi.

“Hiém nguoi cé duge kha nang nhu thé.”

Ba nguoi ditng & chiéu nghi trén cung cau thang, 6ng Sakai & gan thang
nhat, Tamotsu chi ditng & ria.

Cho chiéu nghi & tang hai chi rong chwa day mot mét vuong. Ciing la
diém dirng chan duy nhat. Ngoai cho nay ra, chi c6 day bac thang bang bé
tong dan thang xuéng mat nén xi mang xam xit bén duwdi. Chirng do cling
du khién dau 6c ngudi ta quay mong mong roi.

“Sau khi Yoshiko Sekine nga xuong, hoan toan khong cé ai di xudng
theo 16i cau thang nay. Vo cau da qua quyét nhw thé, phai khong Tamotsu?
Va ciling khong c6 ai ditng & bac trén cung cau thang.” Ngudi canh sat gia
ngoai lai n6i qua vai. “Tat nhién, van c6 mét kha nang nita. Ké do6 di xudng
dén chiéu nghi tang hai ro6i thoat ra qua 16i di cia ngan hang. Nhung nhw
thé thi phdi cyc nhanh. Thém nita la toan bd noi nay bi khoa kin sau gio
lam viéc, néu khong phai la ngudi trong ngan hang thi danh vat kho s& dén
mdy cling kho long vao dugc.”

Tamotsu gai c6, nhung khong néi nang gi.
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“Thé con thang may thi sao?” Honma héi, c6 nhin cuoi.

“Cac co may dong nat ay ha?” Sakai bat cwoi. “Ching ta néi thang vao
trong tam ludon nhé. Ba Sekine nga xudng thang, Ikumi phat hién ra va lap
tirc hét 1én, moi ngwdi xum lai. Trong thoi gian doé, tén giét ngwoi di xudng
theo 16i thang may va chay trén trwéc khi c6 ngwoi dé y? Liéu danh sach
nhitng ké tinh nghi cua ching ta c6 tay dién vién xiéc nao khong? Bai vi
ching ta dang néi dén thoi gian tinh bang gidy. Nhiéu nguoi khac lai dang
c6 mat ¢ do.”

“Vay con kha nang tat sang mot quan bar, v nhut mot vi khach thi sao
a?” Tamotsu hai, ndi tiép chuoi nghi van.

Sakai lac dau. “Nhuw t6i da néi luc trede, khong thé cé treong hop do.
Chung t6i da tham van nhitng ngwdi c6 mat tai hai quan bar dé sudt ca ngay
troi.” Ong gd nhe canh cita cia quan bar 6n ao nhat. “T4t ca bon ho déu
khai khong c6 ai ra ngoai va trd vao quanh khodng thoi gian nghi van, ciing
khong c6 vi khach nao méi t6i. Moi quan déu c6 buong vé sinh va dién
thoai ngay bén trong, vi vay khéng can phai ra ngoai.”

Tamotsu chi vé phia canh ctta nang né. “Nhung bén trong rat 6n, chu
nghi ho thyc sy dé mat dén tat cd moi nguwdi a? Chua khong cho la c6 thé
bon ho néi bét cit diéu gi vira ndy ra trong dau u?”

“Um, ciing c6 thé,” Sakai néi, chi dé chiéu long cau ta. “Nhung thi? nghi
xem, ké day ba Sekine xuong thang dang ng6i dgi & mot trong hai quan bar,
lam sao han theo doi duwgc nhat ctr nhat dong ctia ba ay va biét dwoc ldc nao
ba dy bwéc ra khéi Tawaga? Cé thé han ta & bén ngoai chau chyc sudt ca
bu6i. Chac chan la dwgc, nhung nhitng vi khach khac ra vao quéan sé thay
la. Néu han lam thé, di nhién sé c6 nguwdi nhé ra. Vay day. Lai gia st han &
bén trong, han sé khong bao gio biét dwgc ba Sekine ra vé lic nao. Con kha
nang nao nira?”

Tamotsu bdi roi. Bat chgt cau cam thdy lanh nén dut sau tay vao tui.

“Vay con chitng ctt ngoai pham cua c6 con gai?” Honma hai.
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“Pa kiém chitng. Thoi gian t* vong quang mudi mot gid dém. Con gai
ba dy lam viéc & quan bar sudt ca bu6i téi. Cac dong nghiép cta c6 ta da
ditng ra lam chitng. D6 la toi thi Bay, quan d6 van mé ctra.”

“Chac r6i. Pong nghiép cta c6 ay.” Tamotsu mién cuwdng noi.

Honma va Sakai nhin nhau.

“Chuyén nay khéng giong trén phim dau, cau hiéu chi?” Sakai néi.

Trén thyc té canh sat coi trong cac chitng c ngoai pham hon mitc ngudi
ta van twdng. Néu mot chitng ct c6 sitc thuyét phuc, diéu tra vién khong
con lya chon nao khéac ngoai loai béd doi twong khoi danh sach nhitng ké
tinh nghi va chuyén huwéng sang ngwoi khac. Nhitng tay nghiép du lai
thwong ngoan c6 hon, mudn sam soi cac chitng ct ngoai pham va nhitng
thit twong tw. Ho ¢t c6 gang dao xGi dong co gay an, cudi cung khong tim
dugc diéu gi kha quan hon.

Lé di nhién, ngay tir gidy phut nghi rang c6 thé Shoko giét ba me,
Tamotsu chang thé nghiém tic xem xét cac kha nang khac. V&i ciu ta, mon
ng cua Shoko dang quan tdm hon bat c chitng ¢t ngoai pham nao. Tuy
nhién, Honma lai chwa bao giod mdy may nghi cé thé Shoko da giét me.
Anh chi dang tim kiém c6 nang Shoko cta Jun.

Vi Sakai kién quyét yéu cau nén Tamotsu tré vao bén trong quan Tawaga
v0Oi vg, dé hai thanh tra canh sat & lai véi nhau.

Tai Honma sap té cong. “T6i cé thé hiéu dugc vi sao anh loai bo kha
nang ba ay bi giét.” Anh noi.

“Nhung cau van theo dudi hwéng ay, toi hiéu duwgc,” Sakai nhin thang
vao mat anh.

“Chi la suy doan cua t6i thoi. Co thé t6i nham.”
“Pung vay. Toi cling giong nhw cau.”

“Cau Honda c6 noi, anh nghi ba dy tu sat?”
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Sakai chinh lai c6 4o cho khoi lanh, gat dau. Mat 6ng ta nuéc tredc con
gi6 quat manh.

“T6i nghi anh da tham van nhitng ngwoi lam cung va khach hang hay
dén Tawaga, nhitng ngudi quen biét ba ay.”

Sakai nhin thang xu6ng nhitng bac thang xam xit.

“Truwdc day ba dy tirng ngd xudng tir chd ndy. Y toi 13, ngay trudc khi ba
ay chét, chi tam mot thang hodc hon. Lan d6 ba dy nga ngtra, xuéng bon
hay nam bac thang.”

“C6 ai thay khéng a?”

“Co6. Lan d6 hinh nhu ba ay c6 gang hét Ién. C6 ngudi vira dén Tawaga
nghe thdy va chay ra lién.” Ong nhin Honda day thau hiéu. “Nguoi giit ba
Sekine ké lai rang da bao vdi ba dy: ‘Can than day, bac Yoshiko, bac mudn
tw sat sao?” Honma cam nhan gio titng con tap 14y doi moi anh.

“T6i doan la vi lo lang vé twong lai. Con gai ba &y mac ket trong ng nan,
con bé da gan ba mwoi ma van chang cé dau hiéu gi da tim dugc dwong
hwéng trong cudc doi nay. Lam viéc & mot quan rwgu ré tién, cé troi mai
biét noi d6 cé tht gi. Ban than ba Yoshiko hiéu dwgc khong phai Itic nao ba
ay ciing c6 thé ¢ bén dé ciru con gai minh khéi canh ting quan. Mot nguoi
cung lam véi ba dy ¢ quan an da ké vdi toi, “Yoshiko thuwong 16 vé tuyét
vong, ba dy thudng tw hoi minh con c6é dong luc gi dé tiép tuc song.”

“Khi qua doi, ba Sekine...”

“Nam muoi chin tudi. Khong qua gia cd. Nhung cling da sap cham dén
nguwong hét tudi lao dong. T6i dong cam véi ba dy vé phuong dién nay.”
Sakai dwa mot tay ra sau xoa xoa cho that lung. “Chuyén gi sé dén vdi toi
day? Khong mdt khodn tién tiét kiém, khong mot khodn trg cap cho hang
bao nhiéu nam téi, khi t6i khong con lam viéc dugc nita. Ba ay phai doi
mat vGi nhitng van dé nay, nghién ngam chiing, dé réi cudi cung khong thé
chiu dung hon dugc nita. It ra d6 1a nhitng suy doan cua tbi.”
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“Nhung khong hé c6 ban chic thw nao.” Khéng phai 1a treong hgp bat
thwong trong cac vu ty t.

Sakai ha thdp giong thanh 10i thi thao. “Néu cdu hoi t6i, toi sé dap la ty
te khong chi c6 mdt biéu hién duy nhat. Uéng thudc triv sdu hay nhdy
xuong tir mot toa nha cao tang la qua khing khiép, chac chan la thé, nhung
déu gap nhau ¢ mot diém: hdy dé s6 phan thuc hién sit ménh ctia né.” Noi
dén dé, ong quay nguoi tién vé phia cau thang. Honma dgm nguoi dinh git
tay 6ng lai, nhung ngirng ngay khi thady 6ng vin vao lan can.

Sakai budc xuéng mét bac. Bén dwédi ong 1a mot day dai cac bac thang
mau xam am dam.

“Moi lan t6i Tawaga, ba Sekine déu uong say bét nhe va di cau thang bo.
Co thé ba ay biét chang chong thi chay, ba sé trgt chan hodc mat thang
bang va hy vong minh sé 16n nhao xudng tan bac dwdi cung. Du sao do6
cling la suy doan kha di nhat t6i nghi dwoc.”

“Ba ay... co6 doc dén vay sao?” Miéng Honma hé m@, hoi lanh da x6c vao
dén tan hong.

“Theo nhuw nhitng gi toi thu thap dugc thi dung la nhuv vay.” Sakai ding
quay luwng lai phia anh, nhung gio 6ng xoay mat lai, bwéc ngugc 1én cau
thang. “Cho dén trudc khi chét, ba dy van t6i day, déu dan hang tuan. Moi
nguwoi & Tawaga, ca ngwdi cia quan lan khach hang, déu biét ba ay chi di
theo 16i cau thang bo, ké ca khi say quén troi dat. Ho da nhac nhd ba ay,
ding vay, nhac rat nhiéu lan. Nhung khong c6 ban nhau nao dé nghi dwa ba
ay xuéng mot cach an toan.”

Po6i 16ng may mau xam cua Sakai xudi xudng. D6i moi 6ng kéo 1én
thanh mdt nu cwdi, nhwng phan con lai cia khuén mat chang c6 nét cudgi
nao. “T6i cling 1a mot ngwoi trong s6 ho. T6i thwdng ngbi trong quan bar
do6, vo hoi han than thiét trong vai lan gap ba ay.”

Ca hai nguoi cung trd vao gap Tkumi.
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Honma thué phong tai mot khach san gan ga. Khi anh t6i lay chia khéa &
quay lé tan, ho n6i anh c6 16i nhan.

Ngudi nhan la Makoto, tin nhan dwogc lic bay gio hai mwoi lam phuit t6i.
Honma nhe cd nguwoi khi biét thang bé dinh sang & nha Isaka cad dém. Khi
anh goi t6i cho ho, Makoto tra 10i ngay 1ap tirc. “B6 a? Con dgi bé mai.”

“B6 xin 10i, b veé tré qua... C6 chuyén gi vay?”

“A, bac si Machiko goi cho b6 ddy a.”

“Ai ca?”

“Bac si Machiko, bo biét ma.”

Tat nhién la anh biét, nha tri lifu nguwdi Osaka. Bac si Machiko
Kitamura. C6 dy con lam Makoto bat chwdc am vire Osaka. Khong phai la
bac si ma la bdc s...1I.

“Co0 dy goi vi bo bo budi tap hom nay a?”

“Da.”

“Con thitc dén tan gid nay chi dé bao bo tin nay thoi a?”

Giong Makoto day titc gian. “Bo dang mang con ti* xa ddy a? That l1a phi
tiéen! Pay la dién thoai nha bac Isaka, bo biét khong?”

“Con lo chuyén nay lam gi, chang ngoc! Nguwdoi goi la b6, nén bo sé tra
tién.”

Mot giong khac vang 1én trong dién thoai. “Nao, dé bac dan hoa cho hai
bd con.” Hisae dén 1dy 6ng nghe.

(‘A 16"’

“Shunsuke a? Nay, cau nghe ky nhé. Chuyén vé tdm anh c6 may c6t dén
0 san bong.”

“Pam den chiéu ra ngoai san ay ha chij?”
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“Pung r6i. Bon t6i van suy nghi vé ching, con héi tham vai ngwoi nita.
Hai ching t6i nghi cau sé khong phién dau. Dau sao thi cach nay ciing hiéu
qua hon, cang nhiéu nguwoi thi sé thu dwgce cang nhiéu thong tin, phai khong
nao?”

“Vay...?”

“Cir dé toi no6i hét da, dwgc khong? Hon nita Makoto cling rat gioi, n6
nhé chi tiét nay. Tham chi né con mai nghién ngam cac c6t dén dén do
quén ca lam bai tap.”

“Bac dirng mach bo chau chuyén dy,” giong Makoto rén ri vong vao dién
thoai.

“Lan nay chuing ta c6 thé gac bai tap sang mot bén. Chi néi tiép di.”

“Vi vay, hom nay khi bac si Machiko goi tGi bao véi Makoto rang bo n6
da tron tdp va rang néu bd né khong phan hoi trong vong ba ngay, linh quan
canh sé t6i bat 6ng dy, luc d6 thang bé van dang suy nghi, bén tién thé hai
lu6n co6 ta. La bac si cia mot cau lac bo thé thao, c6 thé co ta biét.”

Honma siét chat 6ng nghe hon. “Ro6i sao? C6 ta cé biét khong?”

“Um, cd ta noi, ‘Sao chau khong héi c¢6 ngay?’ Co6 thé t6i bit chudc
giong khong giong, nhung...”

“Vay la co ta biét?”

“U, thé cau nghi t6i ké cho cau dé lam gi?” Hisae cau tiét. “Cau sin sang
déng tai 1én chwa, Shunsuke? Cai dam dén chiéu 16n x0n ay, thyc ra ching
chang hé nguwgc doi chat nao. Chi cé ching ta nhin nhan n6 khong ding
cach.”

“Hum?”

“MAy cay cot den trong anh, ching la loai dén thwong gap & cac san van
dong. Ciing giong nhw bat ci¢ san van dong nao trén khap cad nwéc. Ching
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khong chiéu nham hwéng. Trén thuce té chiing con khong nhiic nhich gi nita
ca.”

“Nhung ¢ trong anh...”

Hisae ngat 10i anh. “Nhw t6i da no6i ddy, ching ta da nhin sao cach. Cau
néi dé la mot ng6i nha & gan san bong, phai khong?”

“Pung thé.”

“Khé nang nay rat cao. Nhung day mdi la phan trong tdam. Cau néi rang
vi dam dén pha quay mat vé phia ngoi nha, nén rat co thé ching chiéu sang
cho khu vire bén ngoai san bong?”

“R0i saon?”

“Cau da nham & diém nay.”

Makoto cam ong nghe trd lai, chit giong hao hitng ctia né lan truyén,
“Bo6 oi, bd nghe nhé! Bac si Machiko bao vdi con trén khap ca nuwdc chi co
duy nhat mot noi c6 nhitng ng6i nha duwgc dyng 1én trong san bong. Bo
hiéu chit a? Cac cot den dé chiéu dung vi tri. Nhitng ng6i nha nam ngay
trong san van dong.”

Honma md mit trong gidy lat, cudi cung anh cling bat ra duwgc cau hai:
“Va bac si Machiko biét n6 nam ¢ dau ha?”

“Vang vang. Co ay la bac si thé thao & Osaka, c6 dy cling la mot fan cia
mon bong chay ntra.”

“Vay la n6 & Osaka?”

“Chuén a,” Makoto néi. “O Osaka. D6 1a mot san van dong khong danh
dé choi béng, bo hiéu chit? Nam 1988, doi Nankai Hawks duwgc Daei mua
lai va chuyén khéi thi trdn. Vay nén san Osaka gid dé khong. Nhung ho
khong bo né di ma dung t6 chitc cac budi sy kién 16n, cac trién 1am xe
hoi... Mot 1an ho 1am nén nhitng Ng6i nha Vui nhdn nay.”

“Ngbi nha...?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Ho da to chic lai, cach day khong lau lam, co ay ké vay. B6 biét day,
mot budi trinh dién cac m6 hinh nha. B6 hiéu chwa? Ngoi nha trong birc
anh la d6 gia, né chi la mo hinh théi.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Chuong 18

Dén chuyén tau cao t6c cia hang New Tokaido dén Osaka, sau dé di bd

nam pht tir ga New Osaka, anh sé t&i ga tau dién ngam Midosuji, dwong
chay cuta n6 thang qua trung tam thanh pho theo hwéng tir Bac xuéng Nam.
Chen chic tam hai mwoi phit, anh sé t6i ga Namba. Di qua khu virc mua
ban sam udt duwéi long dat, noi cé thé khién mot nguwdi nghién mua sam
phai mat vai ngay mdi kham phd hét, sau do6 trd 1én sé gap hang loat ctra
hang nhoé cung cac toa nha van phong cho thué ditng ken sat vao nhau. Ket
cung gitta chung la mot san bong chay.

San Osaka Field cii ky. C6 twong bao quanh nhwng chang chit toan
nhitng bién hiéu, bién quang cdo. Hau nhw khong con nhan ra duong chay
an mung cua cau thu, va kiéu gi cling c6 mot kho chita d6 vo chu quanh
quat dau day. Nhung cho du cé nhiéu san dwgce trang bi nhitng thiét bi tan
tién, day da hon, nhw san van dong Seibu, san vom Tokyo, san Kobe
Green, thi van c6 nhitng d6i nhw Nankai Hawks, khong hé chi trong dén co
s& ha tang ma van ti€p tuc tap luyén trén mét san bong xudng cap nhu thé
nay.

L6i vao hoan toan don diéu: mot nha dé xe dugc dung 1én véi chiéu cao
toi da cho phép la m6t mét tdm, canh dé la canh ctta trigt gan vao mét birc
twong kim loai. Mot tdm bién mau vang dwgc dong trén ctra, trén do co
dong chit: “San Osaka Field - Phong thong tin trién 1am nha .

Honma tién vao. Nhitng bitc twong thach cao trang tron trong khong gian
van phong khiém ton nang do cac tdm bién nhiéu mau sac cé hinh anh
nhitng ng6i nha v6i nhau phong cach kién triic khac nhau, moéi tdm bién

https://thuviensach.vn



gan mot con s6 bén dwdi. Mat anh von quen véi anh sang mat trdi budi sém
¢ bén ngoai, vao trong nay nhin moi thit c6 vé 160 mo, am dam. Cudi tién
sanh 1a mot canh cta trwgt khac dan ra khu vue san. O ngoai d6, Honma
nhin thdy mot loat m6 hinh nha dwgc dyng trwéc nhitng bac thang do da
phai mau va diy ghé mau vang. O bén ndy canh ctta, may chiéc ban dai ké
sat nhau thanh hinh chit L. Mot nhan vién 1é tan chirng ngoai ba mwoi tudi
dang nghiém nghi ng6i mot goc.

Chiéu Cha nhat thuwong rat dong ngwoi, cé nhiéu khach tham quan rado
buéc loanh quanh. That may Honma khong cham tran ai & ban 1é tan, c6
gai ngoi do cling chang ling ting chut nao khi anh chia ra bitc anh
Polaroid. “C6 cho t6i hoi tham, cho cac co trirng bay mau nha nay vao lic
nao?”

“Oi troi,” co ta kéu 1én. “T6i e 12 mau nha nay khéng con nita. Anh dang
tim mot ng6i nha nhw thé nay a?” L6i néi dai giong cta co ta khong giong
nhu ctia bac si Machiko - giong bac si dé nghe hon - nhung van mang am
hwéng Osaka. “Néu anh quan tam dén kiéu nha theo phong cach phwong
Tay thé nay, ching t6i c6 mot mau méi hon.”

“Khong, rat tiéc t6i chi quan tam dén ngdi nha nay thoi.”

“Qi, tiéc qua,” cd ta n6i, moéng tay ngoén it - ngén duy nhat trong ca ban
tay dugc son - dua len khoe miéng.

“Cac c0 t6 chitc trién 1am nha ¢ day duwgc bao lau r6i?”

“Lan trién lam nay mé ctra t* mua thu nam ngodi. Bat dau tur thang
Chin.”

“Lan nao cac c6 cling trung bay nhitng mé hinh nay?”
“Pung vay.”

“Mau nay khong thudc so6 ching a? Cac c6 khong thay thé mo hinh gitra
ching chy?”
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“Khong dau, tat ca déu duwgc gitt nguyén. Pay la ban sao danh muc nha
cta ching t6i. Anh c6 thé di quanh mot vong xem.”

Honma liéc mat vé chong danh muc “Osaka Field - Trién 1am nha ¢” trén
madt ban. “C¢ 1é viéc nay dién ra cling da lau r6i, nhung cac c6 da bao gio to
chitc mot sy kién c6 tén goi Ngoi nha Vui nhon tai day chwa?”

“Co, t0i nghi thé.”

“Su kién do6 dien ra vao lic nao?”

“Pé t6i xem...” C6 ngirng lai, bat dau lan gié nguwgc cudn sach 16n trén
ban. Honma chong ca hai tay lén ban chd doi. “Trién 1am Ngbi nha Vui
nhon kéo dai bon thang, tir thang Bdy tdi thang Mwoi nam 1987.” Co néi
roi ngudc 1én khoi cudn sé viét tay. “So lwgng cac cong ty xay dung tham
duv it hon 1an trién 1am hién tai, c6 1€ chwa t6i mot niva.”

“Lan nay tat ca cac cong ty do déu cé nguoi dai dién & day chi?”
“Pung vay, nhung...”

Honma lay mot cuén danh muc, trdi ra trén mat ban. “Xin 16i da lam
phién c6, nhung c6 cé thé danh dau nhitng cong ty hién c6 ¢ day va ciing
da ting tham gia trién lam lan tredc duwge khong? Nhu vay toi sé ty tim
duwgc. Toi nghi nguwdi dai dién cac cong ty déu & trong nay ca thoi.”

“Pung vay, bon ho & day ca.” Co lé tan doi chiéu danh muc vdi s6 ghi
chép va nhanh chéng danh dau vao tén nam cong ty.

Budc han vao trong, Honma gan nhw khong thé tin noi san bong nay lai
c6 quy md ctia mot san van dong cua nhitng trdn dau chuyén nghiép. Thoi
tiét lai am ap han sau con bado tuyét cudi tuan vira r6i nén anh khong thé
nao nham lan duwgc. Cac gia dinh dang loanh quanh chon nha. Nhitng d6i
tré tudi vdi gidc mo vé mot ngdi nha trong twong lai thi tham véi nhau va
cung lén ké hoach. R6i nhw dé kéo ho ra khéi do twéng, nhitng ba noi trg
trung tudi di ngang qua, miéng 1am bam “Can d6 khong dugc!” hodc “Kho
lau chui 1am!” Cé thé thdy bon ho dang xim quanh mot nguwdi chao hang,
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lién ti€p dat cau hoi va nghe anh ta nha nhan dap, “Véi kiéu nha nay, ching
t0i c6 mau cao cdp hon, véi thiét ké cau ky hon. Va tat nhién, san cac
phong déu c6 hé thong suéi...”

Moi khi gdap mot ngwdoi chao hang, Honma déu héi, “Chau da thdy bo
dong phuc nay bao gio chwa? Co gai trong nay nita?” Thay vi gidi thich dai
dong vé tdm anh Polaroid, anh chi néi don gian la dang di tim c6 con gai
tron khéi nha, cadch nay hoa ra hitu hiéu hon anh mong dogi. Ai cling mudn
gitip cd. Chang 1é trong anh giong nhw bo ctia mot c6 gai tredng thanh hon
la mot cau bé muoi tudi?

Nhuwng tat ca cac cau tra 16i déu la khong. Mot cong ty, roi hai, ro6i ba...
cang rdo buwéc trén san van dong, anh cang tin rang viéc xac dinh ngdi nha
ndy sé& khong gitip anh c6 thém thong tin nao vé “Shoko”. Anh sdng 16 mo
trén san van dong dot nhién chiéu ré hon, anh da dot ngot chuyén huwéng t6i
Osaka chi trong tich tac, nhung vi sao anh lai tin twéng vao mét birc anh
mo nhat thé nhi? Ci gid du anh tim dugc ding cong ty xay dung, co thé co
nang “Shoko” chi la mot nguoi tinh co di ngang mo hinh ngdi nha ma co ta
thich. Lan theo dau vét c6 ta qua mdot tdm hinh qua 1a viéc bat kha thi.

Tuy nhién, cong ty cudi cung trong danh sach nam cong ty lai c6 phan
hoi tot dep: Cong ty Nha New City vGi 16i bai tri van phong cuc ky khoa
trrong. CO gai chao hang nguwdi nhé nhan nhung xinh dep trong bo dong
phuc vay va vét mau xam cung doi giay cao nam phan cho c6 dang ditng
thang bang. Bién tén c6 dé chit: “Xin chao, t6i 1a E. Yamaguchi.”

“Vang, day la mau nha cta céng ty chau. Chau dam bdo vdi chu day.
Kiéu so 2, nha g6 1990, trong bd swu tap nhitng Ngoi nha Vui nhon.” Loi 1é
khiic chiét, giong diéu dac trung ctia vung Osaka dem lai cam giac ém diu
cho doi tai. “Giong hét nha go thwe & Thuy Si, lai c6 thém 1o swdi. Bé chau
goi Vé tru s& hdi xem con t& buwdm cta n6 khong.” Co chuan bi tién vé can
phong bén phai, dvgc dung 1én lam van phong tam thoi thi Honma ngan co
lai.
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“Khong, nhw vay la dugce roi. Toi chi mudn xac nhan ng6i nha tirng duoc
dyng & day thoi.”

‘(Da?’,

“Thwc ra téi c6 vai viéc muén hoi, néu chau thady khéng phién.” Tach
khoi dong khach tham quan, tién lai 6 ctta s6 phong khach, Honma thit hoi
nhitng cau quen thudc.

Nhung c6 gai chao hang khong biét gi vé “Shoko”. Honma xin 16i va
dinh di thi co0 Yamaguchi bao anh dgi mot lat.

“Bo dong phuc trong anh trong rat quen, nhwng chau khéng nhé ra,” c6
gai n6i, mot ngdn tay day day bén ma nhuw thé dang bi dau rang.

“Chéu chac chi?”

“Kha chac a. C6 nguoi trong nhém chau titng ¢ day dip trién 1am Ngoi
nha Vui nhon. Bé chau di héi xem. Chau muon tdm anh mot lic dugc
khong?”

“Tat nhién, chau cam di.”

“Chau sé trd lai ngay.” Khi c6 gai con ¢ trong phong, nhitng nguoi di
ngang qua phong khach danh mat td mo vé phia Honma. C6 phai anh ta la
ngwoi mua nha dang doi hop dong khong nhi?

E. Yamaguchi tré lai cung mot co gai 16n hon ¢6 mot chut, nguwdi manh
dé. Co6 gai d6 cling mac bo dong phuc mau xam va bién tén dé chit. “Xin
chao, t6i 1a K. Komachi.” C6 khé gat dau chao khi nhin thdy Honma. Tam
anh Polaroid nam trong tay c6 ta.

“Chau nghi day la dong phuc cua hang Mitomo,” c6 gai néi, khong cho
duwgc gidi thiéu.

“Hang g1?”

“Hang du lich.” C6 dwa trd tdim dnh cho Honma.
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“Chau nh¢ trong dot thyc tap hwéng dan thwong 1€. Chac chan khong
nham dwoc dau.” Yamaguchi xac nhan. “Tat ca cac cong ty, ké ca Cong ty
Nha New City déu thuéc Tap doan Xay dung Mitomo. Ca hang Mitomo
nay cting la mot cong ty con.”

“Nhu vay chiing c6 moi lién hé gan gfii?”

“Pung vay. Moi nam mot dén hai lan, cac nhan vién tir tat ca cac cong ty
sé tu hop tru s& tdp doan Mitomo dé tham dy cac khéa hudn luyén cling
nhu trao doi chuyén mén.”

“Khoéa hoc chau tham gia la danh cho nhan vién nam dau va nam th
hai,” c6 Komachi néi thém. “Cé nhiéu c6 gai cua cac cong ty thanh vién.
Tat cd déu duwgc thwe hanh cac nghi thitc cong sé. Va tat nhién phai thi tai.
Chang han nhw cudc thi tra 10i dién thoai. Giai nhat la mét chiéc cup bac.”

Ca ba déu cuoi, r6i c6 Yamaguchi néi: “Con vé c6 géai lam & hang
Mitomo dang vay tay trudc ong kinh, chau nghi du ai chup bitc dnh nay thi
nguwoi do han la cling lam cung c6 ay c6 mat ¢ day cling dé tap suw.”

“Chac vay roi,” dong nghiép ctia c6 dong tinh, gat dau lia lia.

“Co6 cach nao kiém tra khong? Chang han nhw danh sach nhitng nguoi
tham dy hodc th gi do twong ty.”

“Chau cling khéng ro, nhung chu cé thé dén Trung tam Nghién citu xem
sao?”

“Cho do6 & dau vay?”

“Gan tru s& cua Tap doan Mitomo. HO so cua toan bo nhan vién déu
duwgc lvu ¢ Trung tam cd. Néu chu gidi thich véi ho, chadu doan chac ho sé
giup thoi. Cho do & ngay sat ga Umeda.”

Co lé tan truc tai tang trét toa nha bay tang cua Trung tdm Nghién citu
Tap doan Mitomo hoéa ra khong san long gitip d& nhi Honma tin twdng. Co
ta tham chi chang théem nghe anh gidi thich ma thang thirng ngat 10i,
“Chung t6i khong cung cap thong tin cac nhan vién cong ty.”
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Khong héi han gi nita. Gid thi anh da qua quen vdi 16i n6i dai giong cta
dan Osaka, cach phat am chuan cta c6 gai nay nghe nhat nhéo va gia tao
qua. Phai thwa nhan la anh da dy tinh treong hop nay. Anh khong chinh
thitc diéu tra, vi thé chang khac nao tay khong bat gidc. Chang ai cé nghia
vu trd 10i anh ca. Bong thoi, néu mét cong ty dé 10 thong tin ca nhan cta
bat ky nhan vién nao vGi bat ky ai cling c6 thé bi két t6i xam pham doi tw
nghiém trong.

“T6t thoi, nhung téi ¢6 viec mudn nhd ¢o gitp. Co c6 thé xem tdm anh
nay roi xac nhan giap t6i ngwoi trong dnh c6 tirng thir viéc & day tr thang
Bay t6i thang Muoi nam 1989 khong?”

“Khong, toi e la khong giup anh dugc.”

“T6i dang tim mot nguwoi duwge cho la mat tich. To6i sé rat cam kich néu
dugc co giup.”

“V1 sao anh c khang khang nguoi do ting lam viéc ¢ day?”

“T6i dang c6 gang gidi thich cho c6 hay day, tam dnh nay...” Anh ldy tam
anh Polaroid ra, dinh tiép tuc noi.

Co lé tan van trung vé mat da quen lam bg than thién caa ngwoi hay giao
tiép, 1am bam. “Xin 16i, t6i khong gitp anh dugc.”

“MOot minh ¢6 c6 quyén quyét dinh nhuw thé?”

“Pung vay.”

“Tham chi c6 chang budn lang nghe mot chit?”

“Chi don gian la to6i khong cé quyén hoi dap nhitng cau hoi dang nay. Co
1& anh muo6n dién vao mau don viét tay?”

“T6i hiéu. T6i sé phai lam don, dung khong? Nhung nhw thé c6 chac toi
sé nhan dugc phan hoi?”

Cau néi nay cudi cling ciing cong pha duge vé ty tin ca cb 18 tan. Anh
mat cO ta tr@ nén nao nung. “Anh vui long dgi cho mét lic.” Co budc ra
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khoi ban 1é tan, di doc hanh lang va bién mat sau mot canh ctta § phia mang
twong xa xa.

Honma twa vao ban, thd hat ra. Lam tot lam, anh tw nha. Chat hoi tiéc
ddy lén, anh nhé lai chiéc vi da dung thé canh sat cia minh tirng hitu dung
thé nao. La mot cong dan binh thwong, anh danh mat hoan toan sttc manh.
Hanh lang van vang tanh, anh van mot minh. Hoi thd ctia anh phat ra am
thanh to bat thwong. Anh twa khuyu tay 1én mat ban dé khéi don Iyc 1én
chan, du biét rang minh sé phai ditng thang day ngay khi c6 ta xuat hién.

Ngay lic dé, anh dé y t6i mdy chong sach mong nhiéu mau sac va kich
cd xép phia trong ban. Chong 16n nhat, day nhat cé dap chi néi cau khau
hiéu “Tién 1én cung Mitomo”, liét ké hét cac cong ty con. Trong giady lat,
Honma khong chac diéu gi thu hat sy cht y ctia anh. Bon c6t dugc in ngay
ngan bén duéi tén cong ty xay dung Mitomo, danh muc von dau tw 16n va
da dang. Nhiéu cong ty hoan toan chang c6 moi lién quan gi dén nha hay
bat dong san. Cong ty Hop tdc Qudc té Mitomo, Cong ty Thuong mai
Mitomo, Trung tam Thé thao Mitomo, Cong ty Thiét bi M6 phong Sinh hoc
Terra, Truong Pao tao Ky su

Mitomo, Trung tdm Hé théng Mitomo, Vuon sinh thai Minami... Anh
doc mot day tén cac cong ty dén lan thit hai nhirng van chwa nghi ra, thit gi
thu hiut anh mat anh vay nhi? Liéu c6 mot cai tén nao anh da gap & dau
chang?

Nghi dén day thi anh phat hién ra. Chinh la cong ty do.

Pang twa nita nguwdi 1én mat quay thi nghe c6 tiéng budc chan, Honma
1ap tic ditng thang day. Nguwoi phu nit v6i va trd lai, vé ghét bé hién r6 trén
guwong mat c6 ta. “Toi da héi y kién cap trén.” Co ta 1én tiéng. “Toi rat tiéc
nhung nhu t6i da néi, ching t6i khong thé dap tng yéu cau cia anh.”

“Khong dugc sao?”

“Hon nita, h6 s0 ma Trung tdm ching t6i Iwu thong tin nhitng ngudi
tham dy cac chwong trinh dinh huéng nghé nghiép lai khong hé kem é&nh.
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Vi vay, trong bat ky triuong hop nao, sé khong cach gi nhan dién ngudi qua
anh ttr cac ho so & day.”

“To6i hiéu.”

“V1i vay, gia danh c6 viét don yéu cau, ching t6i cling khong thé hoi dap
duoc.”

“T6t thoi.” Honma chi biét néi vay.

“Gl co?”

“T6i hiéu. Toi rat tiéc da qudy ray c6.”

Nguwoi phu nit nhin anh cham cham. Anh dot nhién bé cudc khién co
thay ngac nhién.

Honma chi vao dam sach in khé to. “T6i chi c6 mot yéu cau nita thoi.
T6i xin mot cudn loai nay duwgc khong?”

Van gilt vé mat day chan ghét, c6 ta l1dy ra mot cudn, thay vé phia anh
mot cach vo cung chinh xac.

“Céam on.” Honma chi vao tén mot cong ty dugc in trén bia. “Cong ty
nay cting thugc Tap doan Mitomo a?”

“Pung vay.”

“Nhw vay nhan vién cong ty nay ciing c6 thé tdi day hoc khoéa dinh
hwéng nghé nghiép?”

“Dung vay.”
“Cong ty nay cling ¢ Osaka?”

Cang lac cang nghi ngo, ngwoi phu nit mé& cudn sach moéng va noi,
“Pung vay, n6 c6 mot van phong tai toa nha chinh cua Tap doan Xay dung
Mitomo.”

“C0 chi nhanh nao khac khong?”
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“Khong c6. Chi c6 xuwdng va trung tam phan phoi, tit cd déu & Kobe.”
Co ta chi cho anh trang thong tin vé cong ty trong cudn sach. “Poc & day
anh sé c6 duwgc moi chi tiét can biét.”

Tén cong ty dugc in ddm & dau trang. Bén dwdi, mot logo hinh bong
héng va cau khau hiéu “N6i y nhap khau, hang dep, gia ca phai chang”.
Honma hau nhw chdng can doc lam gi. D6 chinh la logo anh tirng thay trén
chiéc thung ma Nobuko Konno cho anh xem & toa nha Kawaguchi Co-op.

Chiéc thung dugc gui tiw cong ty chuyén do noi y. Shoko la khach quen
dat hang qua thu.
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Chuong 19

Umeda, tha pha ctia thanh phé thwong mai sam uat Osaka. Tru s& cda
Tap doan Mitomo chang hé khé tim. Trong n6 xau ma hon Trung tam
Nghién cttu sang bong vira méi dugce xay dung, tuy thé tbng xam cia toa
nha lai gdy an twong tot hon. Cuén danh muc cho thdy Cong ty Roseline
nam & tang bon. Vwon Sinh thai Minami cling thudc tang nay, nhw vay ca
hai cong ty nay déu thudc s6 nhitng cong ty nho gitta dé ché Mitomo hung
manh.

Nhan vién lé tan cua Roseline madc bo dong phuc mau héng nhat, cung
mau vdi tdm bién logo dwgc gan trén ctra. Mac du vay, tham san c6 mau dé
sam, dwdi mot goc nhon nhat dinh sé gan nhw chuyén sang téng mau den.

Honma mé& dau bang cach xin gap giam déc nhan su.

“Chu c6 hen trudc khong?”

“Khong, rat tiéc 1a khong. Nhung treong hgp nay rat gap. Anh trung ra
vé mat day nghiém nghi va ldy bitc dnh cta “Shoko” ra. “C6 c6 biét nguoi
phu ni* nay da tirng lam & day hay khong? C6 ta mat tich, va t6i dang di tim
co ta.”

Co 1é tan quan sat tdm anh. Sau do, c6 1é bi anh hwdng béi tac phong
nghiém nghi cia Honma, ma c6 tham chi con chwa héi tén, c6 bdo anh doi
mot 14t va voi va budc sang mot phong khac, tdm anh phat pho dau may
ngon tay.

Honma bwdc vo van lai gan thang may, anh dé y thady mot chiéc gia
trung bay da cac cubn catalog ctia Roseline. Anh m& mot cudn, nhin lwét
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muc luc, r6i gié ngau nhién mot trang. Anh chwa bao gio doc nhitng thi
nhw thé nay.

“Cach thic dat hang” 1a muc duy nhat khéng cé may birc hinh cac co
ngwoi mau ndi y véi da tuw thé khoe da thit. Cudi bai giai thich twong tan la
mot tdm bwu thiép dat hang qua thw xé roi, dwoc thao dwéi dang hgp dong:

Khi ddt hang lan dau, ban can dam bdo da gui kem day du tén, dia chi,
va noi lam viéc. Ching t6i rdat vui néu dugc nhdn don ddt hang qua dién
thoai, ban chi can bdm s6 dwong day miéen phi, va fax dén vao bat cir thoi
diém ndo trong ngay ciing dugc. Hinh thitc thanh todn thudn tién la qua thé
tin dung hodic gtri buu dién. Chting t6i con c6 san dich vu giao hang diing
ngay chi dinh va dich vy goi qua.

Ban ¢6 nguoi ban nao thich nhdn catalog cua chung t6i khong? V&i moi
khach hang mdéi do ban gidi thiéu, ban nhdn duoc mét thé vu ddi, giam gia
5% cho lan mua tiép theo, cling nhu co héi nhdn qua khuyén mdi trong cdc
chuong trinh riut tham trung thuéng.

Honma hitng thi xem, nhitng dong ké tiép c6 strc 16i cuén doi véi dang
khach hang thich phan héi.

Ban muén tham gia cuéc khdo sdt khdch hang cta chung t6i? Ngodi cdc
dong trang phuc néi y, cé loai san phdm nao khdc ma ban muén Roseline
nhdp vé? Hdy dé chuing t6i gitup ban ndng niu vé dep toi thuong va cubc
séng thanh nhd khi chung t6i mé réng quy mé thanh Céng ty Doi séng
Sdng tgo. Ban hdy gitip chuing t6i cung cdp nhitng nhu cau co bdn ctia phu
ni? thé ky hai muwoi mét bang cdch danh ra ndm phtit dién vao bdang cdu hoi
don gidn nay va gtti lgi cho chiing t6i tredéc han chét. Tat ca nhitng nguoi
trd loi déu sé nhdn duwoc phan qua néi y du lich ddc biét ctia Roseline.

Ciing dang lw6t xem bang cau hoi nay. Thir xem nao, treéc hét 1a phan
thong tin co ban.

Cdc thanh vién trong gia dinh
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Chu nha hay nguoi thué nha
S6 nam lam viéc lén tiép vdi cong viéc hién tai
Nhwng roéi c6 nhitng cau héi kha bat thuong.

Ban dda bao gio nhdy viéc chua? Néu co thi la khi nao, bao ldu thi

chuyén?

Cdc chitng chi ddc biét: soan thdo van bdn, bdng ldi xe, chitng nhdn st
dung ban tinh...

Téng tién tiét kiém woc tinh

Loai hinh bdo hiém duoc dong, tén cong ty

Thé tin dung

Bén dwéi muc “Nguoi tra 10i chua két hon”.

Noi ban muén t6 chitc dam cuéi nhat? Tai mét khdch san, trung tam to
chirc tiéc cudi, chua hay miéu tho Than Pao, hodc mét noi khdc?

Bon muén trdi qua tudan trang mdt ¢ dau?

Ban dd bao gio di nidéc ngoai chua? Néu co, liét ké ngay thdng lan dau
tién di nuéc ngoai.

Bén dwdi muc “Ngudi tra 10i dang song mot minh”.

Ban c6 dv dinh mua nha trong tuong lai hay khong?

Honma nhwéng mat, nhin cham cham t¢ gidy mau hong.

Roseline 1a mdt nha ban 1é d6 ndi y nhap khau, chuyén nhan don dat
hang qua thw dién t¥, cung cap cac mén hang mau ma dep vdi gia kha
mém. DAy la toan bd céng viéc ctia ho. Nhuwng néu cé khach hang phan hoi
ban cau hoi nay, ho sé tong hgp duwgc mot nguon dit liéu kha 16n. Bat ¢ ai
lam viéc & day, chi can biét cach, sé lap tic tiép can dugce toan bo dit liéu
do.
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“Xin 16i da bat chu phai dgi.” Co 1é tan xuat hién tir phong phia sau.
“M0oi chu sang day a,” co ta gat dau ra hiéu.

Bén canh c6 la m6t phu ni* quang ba muoi tw, ba mwoi lam tudi, trong tré
trung trong bo vét mau xanh la cay nhat. Trudc khi Honma kip m@ miéng,
cd Vét Xanh La da tuyén bé chinh sach cua cong ty. “Rat ti€c ching t6i
khong thé dap ¢ng yéu cau khién anh tim t&i day.” Rat qua quyét, tham chi
con c6 phan dao to bua 16n, cé vé ¢6 ta mudn ha guc anh ngay, khong can
nhiéu 16i héi han.

Honma 13y giong hoa hoan. “T6i e la minh da néi khong ro rang, vi vay
chang c6 gi ngac nhién khi cac c6 thdy cau héi cua t6i cé phan bat thuong.
Néu cac c6 cho t6i nam phut, t6i c6 thé giai thich.” Nhung nguwoi phu nit
chang t6 dau hiéu gi sé hoi tam chuyén y.

“T6i rat tiéc. Van dé nay hoan toan khong thé dap tng dugc. Cac quy
dinh cta chiing t6i cam nhan vién cong ty tiép nhitng nguwoi khong c6 hen
tredc.” RO rang Honma da xin gdp nham nguwoi roi. Hodc phan &ng cta c6
ta che gidu diéu gi d6? Honma dang nham tim ngwdi khac thi bat chgt dang
sau lung hai c6 gai, c6 mot chang trai tré di lai loanh quanh truéc cira. Cam
thdy Honma da nhin ra minh, chi trong thoang chéc chang trai rtit lui.

“T6t thoi. Toi sé trd lai vao lic khac vay.” Honma néi khé khoc, c6 nang
Vét Xanh La tham chi chang bu6n lich sy cuwdi dap. “Toi lay lai tdm anh
dwoc chi?”

Nguwai phu nit liéc sang ¢6 1€ tdn mac bo dé6 mau hong lic nay dang u rd,
co gai hoi ha di vao trong. Honma 1én nhin theo c6 gai dang buéc doc day
hanh lang, nhung chang cé dau hiéu nao cho thay c6 nguoi ¢ do.

Tam dnh s6m dugc hoan trd vao tay anh. Honma dé y vé théa man trén
gwong mat Vét Xanh La khi ¢6 ta chi anh ra ctra, xua du6i anh ma chang
mdy may hé 10 thong tin. C6 ta khong hé biét anh mudn roi khoi day dén
nhuwong nao.
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Anh tré ra ché thang may, an niit di xuéng. Anh dén dé nh4 1én, cho biét
c6 nguwoi an nut goi thang. Theo phéan xa, anh nhin quanh r6i ditng gon vao
mot goc thang may. Xudng dén tang bon, canh cta md ra roi dong lai.
Khong c6 ai ra hay vao.

C6 1& minh nham, anh dang nghi tGi day thi bat chgt nghe tiéng budc
chan.

Mot chang trai tré chay doc tdim tham va dang chd thang. Chinh la nguoi
lic nay anh liéc thay & hanh lang van phong. Cau ta an di an lai vao nut goi
thang. Khong co6 chiéc thang may nao 1én hay xudng cd. Cau ta li€c nhin
ban ké hoach thoat hiém dwogc dan gan do6, budong 10i nhan xét sac sdo roi
budc vao trong thang may. Vai giay sau khi lwét cham vao nguoi nhau,
Honma 14t bai ngtra. “Cau tinh cd hay co6 tinh gap to6i vay?”

Giat minh, cau ta tuon mot trang gidi thieu. Hideki Wada, Bo phan Quan
ly Cong ty Roseline, Trg ly chinh. “Ngudi mac vét vira ndy la mot trong s6
cac sép cua t6i. Co dy bén bo phan ban hang, khong hé lién quan chit nao
t6i viec nay. Toi mai la nguoi quan ly nhan vien.”

Honma wé&c chitng ciu ta ba muoi tw hay ba muwoi lam tudi. V&i lan da
phdng min rdm nang nhan tao, tréng cau ta kha giong dan choi. So mi binh
thuong, nhung giay lai 1a loai leo nii. Pay la lan dau tién Honma dugc
nghe mot anh chang sanh diéu n6i am dai giong kiéu Osaka. Ca hai chang
hé an nhap vai nhau chit nao.

“Lam sao anh biét toi dang di theo anh?” Cau ta héi khi cé hai cung budc
ra khoi thang.

“T6i cling khong chac 1am,” Honma cwoi dap. “Co vé cau biét diéu gi?”

Wada dirng buéce tai chiéu nghi tang hai. Khung canh noi khoang cau
thang nho hep hoan toan yén tinh.

“Cau Wada, cau da nhin thay bic anh tdi dwa tGi. Cau biét ngwoi trong
anh phai khong?” Honma hoi, anh ding cach cau ta mot buéc chan. Honma
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lai 1y tdam énh, chia ra. “Cau nhin k¥ hon di.”

Wada nhich t&i, quét long ban tay nhay moé hoi 1én quan. Cau ta van hét
sttc bon chon lo lang.

“Pung vay,” cau ta noi nhu bi hut hoi.
“Nguoi nay ting lam viéc tai Roseline?”

Lan nay cau ta chi gat dau. C¥ chi don gian nhat. Khong han la mot cau
trd 10i khién anh thoa man, nhuwng it ra cling l1a khéi dau t6t dep.

“V1 sao anh lai hdi vé c6 ta?” Wada muon biét.
“Pdy la mot cau chuyén dai.”
“Cho to6i biét so qua di.”

Co diéu gi do ¢ cau ta - vé cap bach - khién anh lo nghi. Nh& dau “Shoko
Sekine” than thiét v&i cau ta chit khong chi 1a mot dong nghiép cii thi sao?
Honma quyét dinh n6i ra sy that, it nhat 1a nhitng diéu anh biét.

“Chuyeén la c0 gai nay da gia dang mot ngwoi khac. Co kha nang nguoi
dé6 la khach hang cua Roseline, mot c6 gai tén la Shoko Sekine.”

“Shoko Sekine...” Wada 1am nham lap lai.

“Cau vira biét roi day, toi téi day dé tim hiéu vé hai nguoi do.”

Wada lap tic dap. “Khi roi khdi toa nha nay, anh hay ré phai, di qua bon
cot dén, nhin chéo hwéng tay phai sé thdy mot quan ca phé tén la Kanteki.
Anh hay dgi toi ¢ do. Vai phut sau toi sé c6 mat.”

Honma lam theo 10i cau ta, cu6i cung lai phai dgi hon mot gio dong hé.
Co 1€ anh sé khong cam thay lau dén vay néu khong bi chudt rit & c6. Anh
bon chon nhu 1an dau chuan bj 1ay 10i khai cia doi tugng.

Wada cudi cung cling xuat hién, cau ta mac mot chiéc do khoac véi
duwong kéo khéo 1éo, hgp véi dang quan - bo vét dat tién cia mot nha thiét
ké ma Honma chang tai nao nhé noi tén. Wada roi rit xin 16i vi da bat anh
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phai doi roi ngoi xuong & ghé doi dién, cau ta rat tir dudi canh tay ra mot bi
thw 16n ctia cong ty va dat xuéng chiéc ghé bén canh.

“T6i da bia ly do dé chuon khoéi van phong, vi thé ching ta khong lo
thiéu thoi gian. Gid anh c6 thé ké cho t6i nghe toan b cau chuyén, bat dau
tir dau.”

Wada khong ngat 10i anh mot lan nao. Cau ta ciing khong dung dén ca
phé. Khi cdu chuyén két thtic, cau ta thd dai, nhin tdim anh “Shoko” ma
Honma da dat trén ban. Khi Honma ngtrng 101, cau ta hoi ngay, “Chuyén la
vay sao?”

“Toan bo cau chuyén,” Honma vira néi vira gat dau, hong anh hoi kho.

“Pugc roi.” Wada lay chiéc phong bi. “T6i nghi anh doc cai nay sé tiét
kiém dwgc nhiéu thoi gian.” Cau ta 1y ra ba ban sao gidy t0 cing mot ban
in t* may tinh, t0 nay anh dé riéng sang mdot bén. “Trong nay la ho so cta
mot nhan vién cli. Anh biét day, ching t6i khong loai bé ngay cac ban ly
lich hay bang lwong cua cac cyu nhan vien.” Cau ta chia ra cho Honma.
“Anh xem k¥ nhitng gidy t0 nay. T6i nghi chac khong nham dau.”

To gidy dau tién 1a mot ban 1y lich. O trén cling 1a gwong mit anh da
nhin thdy lan dau vao mudoi ngay trudc, trén td ly lich tai Cong ty Imai.
Kiéu téc khac, nhung khong c6 gi phéi nghi ngd. Cung phia vGi tam anh la
mot cai tén.

“Kyoko Shinjo,” Honma doc to léen.

Wada gat dau. “To6i nhd rat ré vé Shinjo. Chi minh c6 ay cé mai toc uon
khi lam viéc tai day.”

Sinh ngay 10 thang Nam nam 1966. Nhu vay co6 ta hai mwoi sau tudi, tré

hon Shoko Sekine hai tudi. Noi gia dinh c6 ta dang ky ho khau la
Fukushima, thudc mién Bac.

“Chung t6i nhan c6 dy vao lam tir thang Tw nam 1988,” Wada néi. “Tdo
gidy thit hai it ra tir thong tin ca nhan cta co ay, co liét ké ngay thang cu
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thé.”

bung nhu cau ta noi, trén do cé ghi “Vao lam ngay 20 thang Tu nam
1988 - Nghi viéc ngay 31 thang Muoi hai nam 1989.” Nhu vay Kyoko
Shinjo bat dau lam viéc tr nam hai muoi hai tu6i, bon nam sau khi tot
nghiép cap ba. Khong thdy dé cap bat ct cong viéc nao truwdc do, ché danh
cho muc nay dwgc bé trong.

“Cau c6 biét c6 ta lam gi trdc khi dén Roseline lam viéc khong?”

Wada khé gai miii, nghi nggi. “Co chuyén gi sao?”

“Khong, khong han.” Honma chéng ché.

“Co ay bao da c6 chong.”

“Co6 chong...?”

“Pung vay. Lay chong ti rat sém, r6i chang di tdi dau ca, c6 ay da noi
thé.”

“Han c6 ta 1dy chong tir sém lam.”

“Kyoko lam vai cong viéc tr sau khi t6t nghiép cap ba, nhung khong
muon viét ra, co ay ndi thé. Du sao thi ching t6i cling khong quan tam dén
nhitng chi tiét d6 lam...”

Ciing phai, Honma nghi. Nhung sé ra sao néu nhitng thong tin ¢ day déu
chi 1a bia dat? Bén dudi muc “Khen thwdng va Tuyén dwong”, c6 ta viét
“Khong c6.” “Kha nang chuyén moén: Tinh bang ban tinh, cdp d6 2.” Bén
dudi do la “Bang lai xe”.

Nhung Shoko Sekine that cling c6 bang lai. Ma bang lai luon c6 kém
anh, nhue vay cé nghia la Kyoko khéng thé lam md&i bang 14i cia Shoko.
Kyoko han da vitt n6 di va gia vo rang “Shoko Sekine” khong biét 1ai xe.

Muc “Gia dinh” duwgc dé trong.

“Co ta khong c6 nguoi than nao a?”
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“Ca bo lan me déu mat sém, co ay ndi thé.”
“Vay toi doan la c6 ta chi con mot minh.”

“Pung vay. O mot can hd gan khu trung tam Senri ctia Osaka. Du vay, co
ay c6 ban cung phong. Gia thué nha qua cao néu song mot minh, c6 ay noi
thé.”

Mot ngudi ban cung phong? “Cau cé biét ban ciing phong ctia c6 ta tén
gi khong?”

“Um, & day...”

“Co6 cach nao dé tim ra khong?”

“T6i sé thir xem sao. To6i nghi t6i c6 thé x6i lai ho so.”

Honma gat dau, nguwdc 1én khéi to 1y lich. Anh quan sat gwong mat cta
Wada. Cdu ta van cudi nhin, mat dan chdt vao bitc anh trén ban. Bitc anh

Kyoko Shinjo khi da hoéa than thanh “Shoko”, v&i hinh nén la lau dai Tokyo
Disneyland.

“Cau biét co ta ro lam phai khong?”

Wada chép mat nhw thé vira hitng céc nuwdc ai do tat vao mat. “Co
Shinjo... &y a?” Cau ta ca lam. “Sao, chac roi... Co ay la cap duéi cua toi.
To6i la nguwoi da tuyén c6 ay lam cong viéc nay.”

Y t6i khong phai nhw vdy, Honma nghi. Va cau biét rd diéu nay. Ai can
quan tam dén moi quan hé cap trén cdp duwéi cua cau!

“T6i khdng c6 y qudy qud, nhung xét vé phwong dién ca nhan thi sao?”

C0 nan mot nu cwdi, Wada dap, “Trong cong viéc, toi doan la ching toi
than thiét hon nhitng ngwdi con lai. Thinh thodng ching t6i an trwa cung
nhau. Bung la nhv thé, va khi c6 ay néi sap nghi viéc, t6i nhd minh da vo
cung ngac nhién.”

“Co0 ta c6 noi ly do khong?”
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Wada lac dau. “Co ay khong néi.”
“Cau cling khong hé hoi thém?”

“T6i c6 quyén gi dau nao?” Cau ta mim cwdi. Mot nu cudi thye sy thiéu
nao.

“Co ta ndi nhw vay a? Cau ma khéng c6 quyén héi c6 ta?”

Wada khong dap, nhung ciing khong can thiét. Vé mat thiéu ndo cia cau
ta da noi lén tat ca.

Honma lang im 1at t6i 14t lui may td gidy con lai. Kyoko Shinjo thuc sw
rat xinh dep. Chac han c6 ca ta dan 6ng theo dudi c6 ta. Wada at nam trong
s0 d6. Nu cwoi cia cdu ta tat dan, nhirng mat van dinh chét 1ay tdm anh.

“Cong viéc chinh cua c6 Shinjo la gi?”

Cau hoi nay khong hé kho, nhung Wada khong tré 16i ngay. “Dé xem c¢6
khép hay khong. Anh nghi 1a khi c6 ay lam viéc tai day, c6 ay cé dugc cac
thong tin vé Shoko Sekine va nung nau y dinh gid danh c6 ta, c6 phai vay
khong?”

Cau hoi khién Honma bat ngd. Néu Wada da hiéu dén mic nay thi phan
con lai c6 1€ sé dé dang xw ly. Honma gat dau. “Theo suy nghi ctia toi thi
dung la thé.”

Tuy nhién, Wada lai lac dau. “Khong thé nao. Kha nang nay khong thé
xay ra.”

“Sao lai khong? Dt liéu vé khach hang nam ngay trong may tinh, dé truy
xuat. Rat don gian, chi can g6 vai phim la tiép can ngay dugc.”

Chitng do thong tin la da dé cho Kyoko Shinjo quyét dinh gid dang
Shoko. Tuy nhién, néu c6 ta khong than thiét dén do khong hé biét sy kién
quan trong nhw tuyén bé pha séan, liéu c6 ta c6 tim ra dwgc hét cac thong tin
vé ho khau va gia thé ctia Shoko?

https://thuviensach.vn



“Con bang cau héi danh cho khach hang nita. Chac cau phai thtra nhan la
né chita dyng rat nhiéu thong tin ca nhan...”

Trén thuc té, c6 thé dé la nhitng thong tin co ban ma co6 ta tim kiém.
Honma c6 gang dat minh vao vi thé ctia c6 ta. Trwdc tién, co ta tim mot
ngwoi san san tudi minh. Nguwdi dé khong c6 nguwdi than, khong song cung
ai khac. Bay la yéu t6 can - khong cé moi lién hé nao véi ngudi khac.
Nhitng thit khac Kyoko cé thé linh hoat &tng phé tuy thoi diém. That bat
tién néu ngudi do tirng lam ho chiéu, bang 1ai xe hodc bat ci gidy td nao cé
anh, nhung nhitng chi tiét nay cé thé xem xét sau. Nguwdi cé thu nhap 6n
dinh cing mot khoan tiét kiém kha kha thi qua t6t, nhwng that khé dap tng
duge ca hai yéu cau ndy. A, con mot didu cudi cling nita. Nguwdi dé phai
song cach xa Osaka, noi Kyoko dang song, cang xa cang tot. Diéu nay rat
quan trong, vo cung quan trong.

Shoko Sekine hdi du cac yéu to nay...

“Néu chi nhin vao phan tra 16i bang cau hoi, sé khong thé nao biét dugc
Shoko Sekine tirng tuyén bd pha san, phdi khong?” Honma noéi. “C6 Shinjo
sé khong biét thong tin nay.”

Wada gat dau, 1ay ra ban in ma anh dat riéng ra. “Pay, anh nhan cai nay
di. T6i vira mdi in ldc nay.”

Cai tén Shoko Sekine & dau trang gidy dap ngay vao mat Honma. Vay la
co ta ting la khach hang ctia bon ho.

Wada vuon nguoi tdi chi. “Trén nay la thong tin co ban ctua khach hang.
Anh thdy s6 205 & cudi trang khong? D6 la ma khach hang. Anh sé c6 dugc
moi thong tin vé mot khach hang. N6 ké rat chi tiét.”

“Hoa ra la vay.” Honma gat gu.

Thong tin vé Shoko Sekine dugc loc ra thanh dit liéu khach hang, va
lu6n lu6n san sang. Mai lién hé gitta hai co6 gai an nap trong hé thong may
chu khong 16 ctia Tap doan Mitomo.
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“Trang tiép theo la ban ké cac san pham c6 Sekine da dat, thoi gian nhan
don dat hang, tién trinh va ngay chuyén hang. Ma la 201. Trang cudi cung
la dit liéu vé tinh trang thanh toan. Ngay thang sau moi con s6 cho biét
ngay hoa don dugc thanh toan. ‘P’ c6 nghia la thanh toan qua duong buu
dién.”

Honma gat dau. “Co6 ta khong thé dung thé tin dung.”

“Nhung co6 ta da trd hét cac héa don. Tham chi khéng qua han mot ngay
nao. Co ta khong mua nhiéu, nhuwng véi ching t6i, chitng d6 da du coi ¢o ta
la mot khach hang trung thanh giau tiém nang roi.”

Trén trang gidy la cac con s6 chi ménh gia nhé: 5120 yén, 4800 yén,...
Nhiéu nhét cting chi 1a 10000 yén.

Wada lat nguoc trd lai to dau tién. “Néu nhin vao thong tin co ban, anh
c6 thé thay muc ‘So6 thé tin dung’ duwoc danh dau & 6 ‘Khong tra 16i’. Chi
chirng nay thoi thi ngwoi khac khong thé doan biét o ta tirng pha san. Anh
Honma, theo ding nhu dién tién nay thi anh da suy luan ding vé dong co
tién bac...”

“Theo ding nhw dién tién nay?”

“Anh dung nghi toi dang bién ho cho ¢o Shinjo,” cdu ta noi véi vé vong
nganh. “Hé thong mdy tinh cia ching t6i khong thé héng dwoc. Khong thé
nao co chuyén thong tin cua khach hang bi ro ri.”

Honma dang dinh phan d6i nhung Wada da chan ngay lai. “Néu anh
muon, toi sé dwa anh tdi van phong chiing téi dé anh ty xem. Vao budi t6i,
sau bay gio, khi moi ngudi da vé hét, chi con bao vé tryc dém.”

“T6i rat cam kich.”

“Anh sé thay khong c6 mot ké hd nao. Bdi vay chiing t6i méi goi n6 la
mot hé thong kin. Khong can lién lac véi bat cit ai ngoai trung tdm phan
phoi va nha xwdng.”
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“Nhuwng véi mot cong ty nhan dat hang qua thw, chac han phai c6 ngudoi
trie tong dai chi?”

“C0 chtt chung t6i c6 doi ngili cac nit nhan viéen trie dién thoai.”

“Nhitng co gai nay lam viéc v6i cac thong tin khach hang, phéai khong
nao? Anh goi tGi, ho sé dung mdy tinh kiém tra. Vay thi cé diéu gi ngan ho

g0 mot trong nhitng ma cda anh va ldy ra nhitng théng tin ho mudn veé
khach hang?”

Wada dé anh n6i hét roi lac dau cwong quyét. “Ho khong lam dugc vay
dau.”

“Sao lai khong?”

“Vi mot ly do duy nhét, bon ho luén ban trd 10i dién thoai, hau nhw
chang c6 thoi gian dé thd nita. Néu ho thit thao tac gi khac véi may tinh thi
sé lap tic nhan canh bdo. Ho khong thé in hay tdi vé bat c th gi néu
khong duwgc phép. Tat ca nhitng gi ho dwge lam chi la nhap théng tin cac
don hang.” Cau ta vuon nguoi t6i trude. “Nhung anh da khang khang cho
rang Kyoko Shinjo téi lam viéc ¢ day chi v6i mot muc dich duy nhat la tim
mot nguwoi phu hop dé gia dang co ta, c6 phai khong?”

“Pung hon la t6i khong biét c6 ta c6 muc dich nay ngay tir dau hay chi
ndy ra y dinh sau khi nhan thady minh c6 thé dé dang tiép can nhitng thong
tin vé khach hang.”

“Néu vay anh biét co6 ay sé phai ky cong dén mitc nao khong? Cit cho la
co dy c6 nguwoi gitp di, anh c thit twdng twgng c6 ay phai loc ra bao nhiéu
ho6 so dé tim dwgc mot nguwdi phu hgp?”

“T6i cling da nham tinh yéu t6 nay.” Honma cam thdy xuéng tinh than.
Liéu Kyoko Shinjo c6 thuc sy tim duge doi twong muc tiéu ctia minh véi
quy trinh thoi gian ngdt nghéo nhv Wada miéu ta? Dwong nhw dé la mot
nhiém vu bat kha thi: c¢6 ta chang thé trong choc lat da nham dwgc doéi
twong ngay. Diéu nay cé nghia toan bo qua trinh hoc st dung may tinh, tim
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ki€ém dit liéu, lwa chon nguwsi phu hgp doi héi phéai vo cung kién nhan.
Khéng c6 nhan vién true dién thoai nao da thoi gian dé lam ngan ay viéc.

Wada mim cwoi thau hiéu. “Viéc nay vugt qua kha nang cia bat ci@ nhan
vién trie dién thoai nao.”

“T6i nghi cau khong nén két luan voi vang nhu thé,” Honma khong
muon bo cudc.

“T6i khong hé voi vang,” Wada vira n6i vira lac dau.

“Piéu gi khién cau chac chan dén vay?”

Cau ta lai 16i ho so cta Kyoko Shinjo ra. “Anh xem phan md td cong
viéc cua co dy di.”

Mat Honma chuyén thang t6i dong chit tro' ly. “Vay c6 ta khong phai
la...?”

“Y anh 1a nhan vién truc téng dai? Khong, c6 dy 1a nhan vién vin phong.
Pa phan lam cong viéc ban gidy. Theo nhw t6i nhg thi c6 ay bén bo phan ké
toan, chuyén tinh lwong. Tat nhién la c6 ay dung may vi tinh, nhung hé
thong d6 khac han véi hé thong lwu tra dit liéu cda khach hang. Cac ma
hoan toan khac nhau. Trén thyc té, anh tham chi khéng thé tiép can bat cw
thong tin nao cua khach hang tir ban lam viéec.”

Trong Wada kha hai long. Nhung cdu ta dang ty hao vé hé thdng may
tinh ctia cong ty, hay cau ta c6 nhitng 1y do riéng dé bién bach cho Kyoko?
Honma khong biét nita.

“Vay ddy,” cdu ta noi tiép. “Cir gia st co ay biét duwgc tén co6 Shoko
Sekine. Ké ca nhu th€, nhitng thong tin khac déu nam ngoai tdm vdi cta co
ay. Toi dam thé nhw thé.”

Anh mét ho gip nhau. “Cau chic 1a cau khong gitip c6 ta chi??” Honma
tung don quyét dinh.
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Wada khong dé 16 phan ng nao, ngoai trir cai giat khé bén l6ng may
trai.

“Cau c6 chac c6 ta khong nho cau - vai bat cit 1y do gi - 14y dit liéu cho
co ta? Hoac la chi cho c0 ta cach thim nhap vao hé thong dir liéu?” Anh
dinh danh phu dau, nhung lai hoi hap tap.

“Hoan toan khong!” Wada dap. “T6i khong bao gio lam nhitng chuyén
nhw thé.”

Nu cuwoi cua Kyoko Shinjo 14p 16a gitta may ngoén tay dai thanh mdanh
cua cau ta.
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Chuong 20

1 B I A A o
R01 thé nao nita? Cau c6 t6i van phong cua cau ta khong?

“Tat nhién la c6,” Honma dap.

Mai t6i khuya anh mdi tir Osaka trd vé, dau goi chan trai dau nhitc suodt
ca dém. Ngay hom sau, viéc dau tién anh lam la goi cho Funaki. Funaki bé
hét moi viéc, t6i thang cho anh, khoang dau gi¢ chiéu, ngbi xudng ban
nuwdc va lién tuc gdy tan thuoc vao chiéc gat tan bang thily tinh ma Honma
da co rira sach sé.

“Heé thong ctia bon ho cé chat ché nhw cdu ta miéu ta khong?”

“Roseline ¢6 ba muoi tdm co géi tric tong dai toan thoi gian. Ho lam
viéc ti* mudi gio sang dén tam gio toi. Tat ca déu ngoi bén chiéc dién thoai
dwgc gan cd dinh vao ban lam viéc.” Khung canh gi6ng hét mot doan
quang cdo trén tivi: cac co gai tir hai mwoi dén ba muoi tudi, tat cad déu mac
dong phuc, tit ca déu quyén rii, tit ca déu quay mat vé phia Honma. “T&
noéi la dién thoai, nhung trén thuc té ching giong nhuw bang tong dai noi
nhiéu duwong day, nhé gon hon. Cé nit bam cung chiéc tai nghe nho di kém,
loai van thwong trang bi cho cac ca si biéu dién trén san khau, nhw vay cac
co gai co thé vira nghe vira go vao mdy. Bat cit ai nhan don hang déu c6 ma
khach hang dé tham khao.”

“Moi thir dwgc ma hoa ca a?”

“Chuan. Tiét kiém t6i da thoi gian trd 16i may. Mot hé thong khong t6i
chiat nao. Nghe néi bon ho mdi tau vé vao ngay dau nam 1988.”
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“Thang Giéng nam 1988?” Funaki gai gai & c6. “Kyoko Shinjo bat dau
vao do lam tw thang Tw nam do, phai khong?”

“Pung vay. Ngay 20 thang Tuw nam 1988, gidy to lwu lai cho biét vay.
Nhu vay truede khi co ta dén lam, hé thong do da di vao hoat dong roi.”

“Thong tin cia Shoko Sekine dwgc nhap hé thong vao...?”

To héa don bénh vién c6 s6 dién thoai mién phi cia Roseline ma anh tim
thdy & chdo Nobuko Konno ghi ngay 7 thang Bay nam 1988. Theo cac ban
ghi chép cua Roseline ma anh duvgc Wada cho xem, Shoko goi t6i vao ngay
10 thang Bdy, nho ho gti cho minh m6t quyén catalog, dén ngay 15, c0 ta
gtri lai bang cau héi, dat don hang dau tién va nhan ma khach hang.

“Mot khodng thoi gian dang ké ddy nhi?” Giong Funaki nghe chirng that
vong.

“Thé mdi chan. Anh chang Wada ciling dya trén yéu t6 nay khi ctt mot
hai bao rang Kyoko khong thé lay trdm thong tin cia Shoko Sekine.” Anh
ctt thr twdng twong co6 ay phai loc ra bao nhiéu hé so dé tim dwgc mot
ngwoi phu hgp. “Cau ta khang khang cho rang hé thong danh cho cac nhan
vién k€ toan ¢ van phong tinh lwong - cong viéc chinh cia Kyoko Shinjo -
khac hoan toan véi hé théng lwu trit dit liéu khach hang. Khong cé cach nao
ngoi & hé thong nay lai 1ay dwgc dit liéu & hé thong kia. Cau ta ndi nhitng
nguwoi duy nhat c6 thé lam duwge viét d6 la may anh chang quéan ly hé
thong.”

“Nhu vay la nhitng nguwdi quan ly hé thong cé thé tiép can moi thong tin
ma ho muon, ding khong? Néu Kyoko c6 dwgce kha nang nhw ho thi sao?”
Funaki noi, vé mat cau ta nghiém trang.

Honma bat cudi, lac dau. “Chiung ta khong nén suy doan nhiéu qua.
Wada néi c6 ta la ngudi méi lan dau tiép xic véi may vi tinh. Tredc db co
ta tham chi con chwa choi mot tro choi nao trén may.”

“Cau tin a?”
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“Wada c6 phan muén bao vé Kyoko. Cau ta n6i quan hé cua ca hai la
hoan toan trong sang, nhung té& sé diéu tra thém xem sao.”

“Cau sé gap cau ta lan ta lan nita chit?”

“Cho dén gio Wada c6 vé la nguon cung cap thong tin nhiéu hita hen
nhat ma té c6. Nhan vién ¢ nhitng cong ty nhu Roseline cé xu huéng sém
nhay viéc. Chac khong may ngudi ting lam viéc véi Kyoko hay quen biét
cO ta con lam & do. Ta sé hoi them Wada xem sao.”

“Cau tin cau ta a?” Funaki héi.

“Cau ta c6 vé rat hgp tac. TG cling khong biét 1y do vi sao nita.” Honma
nghi nggi mot Iic r6i noéi. “Coé 1é cau ta biét nhiéu hon thé. Nhung chinh
x4c 1 gi? Y t6 12 néu muén bao vé cd ta, cau ta viéc gi phai tim gip t6, cho
t6 xem nhitng tai liéu kia?”

Funaki lau bau gi do.

“Theo nhu té thdy, tay nay va Kyoko Shinjo kha than. Cé thé cdu ta da
gitp c6 ta lay cac thong tin. Bay gio, cau ta khong hiéu vi sao c6 ta mudn
c6 né. Nhung nay ngam lai, cau ta thdy minh da bat can.”

“Cau nghi thé a?” Funaki khong théa man vd&i gia thiét nay. “T& khong
biét. Té lai cho rang tay Wada nay la tong pham. Cé kha nang han giét
nguoi cling nén.”

“Giét ai? Shoko Sekine ha?”

“Hoac me co ta.”

“Té khong biét... nhuwng chac chan cau ta c6 phan &ng khi nhin tdm énh
Kyoko.”

“Chuwa két luan duoc that.”

“Puwgc roi. Nhuwng ching ta cling can nhin nhan moi viéc mot cach cong
bang. Rt cudc Wada la giam doc nhan sy & d6. Cau ta khong thé ngdi yén
dwgce. Nghi ma xem! Vu nay kha la cang. Mot co6 gai mat tich, nguoi gia
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danh c6 ta bat ngo bé cong viéc 6n dinh ctia minh. Dén ca mot dita con nit
cling ngwri thdy mui t6i 4c r6i. Hay nhg la cau ta da tuyén Kyoko. Co ta
cling md&i bo viéc ching hai, ba nam nay.”

Funaki c6 vé van chua bi thuyét phuc.

“Chwa no6i t6i chuyén dé 1o thong tin khach hang 1a diéu cam ky dé6i vdi
bat ky cong ty nhan dat hang qua thw nao. Chac chan sy viéc sé bi bao cao
1én cong ty me, Tap doan Mitomo. Wada budc phéi gitp t6, néu ci dé t¢
loanh quanh héi chuyén, khap cong ty sé day lén day ray nhitng 10i don
thoi. Trd lai v&i dam mady tinh. Gid sit m6t nhan vién truc tong dai trong
gio lam viéc, muodn truy xudt dit lifu ma khong bi ai phat hién, c6 ta phai
cuc ky thong thao. Gia st co ta 1én 1y dia mém sao chép dit liéu. Ngay khi
0O ta thir bat ¢t thao tac khac la nao, ngudi ngbi canh hodc ngoi sau co ta sé
biét ngay.”

Funaki nhan mat. Dén cd nhitng k¥ ndng soan thdo van ban thong thuong
anh ciing con thay xa la, bdi vay anh mau chéng chan ngéan chu dé nay.

“C0 ta ciing chang thé dé dang dot nhap vao hé thong may tinh ctia cong
ty dugc. Nhu thé qua liéu linh. Hé théng nay néi vGi bén ngoai - truyén va
nhan tin t* nha xwdng lan trung tdm phan phdi - bon ho c6 dwong dién
thoai riéng, giau s6. Gia st rang Kyoko Shinjo 1ay dwoc sé dién thoai, chi
chirng do6 théi thi chwa da. Cau khong thé rat tién khi chi ¢c6 ma PIN ma
khong cé thé, Theo 16i Wada, hé thong cta ho cling van hanh twong ty.”

Funaki cau mat. “Nhuw vay phai loai bé gia thuyét nay?”

“Co lé thé. Nhung chi bo kha nang Kyoko ty dung mdy tinh dé 1ay di
liéu th6i.”

“Con nguoi 6 chung phong cta c6 ta? Cau c6 gap khong?”

Honma lac dau. “Co ta dang di nghi. Mot c6 géi co6 tén la Orie Chino,
cling la trg 1y van phong. Co ta di nghi mat & Australia trong hai tuan, mot
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ky nghi dwgc ap u tr rat 1au. Du sao thi té cling da 1y so dién thoai ctia co
ta roi.”

“Wada cung cap cho cau a? Lam sao cdu chac la han khong bia dat hét
ca?”

“Pé cho chac, t¢ da nho han bat may xem dia chi nha, thdi gian lam viéc
cua co ta.”

“Pén cd gid lam ctia nhan vién, bon ho cling lvu trong mdy tinh a?”
Funaki nhiu may. “Vay con Kyoko Shinjo...”

“Chitng ctt ngoai pham cta c6 ta ha?” Honma cudi, r6i nhanh chéng lay
lai vé mit nghiém trang. “Y cau 1a liéu ¢ ta c6 di 1am vao ngay 25 thang
Muoi mot nam 1989, ngay ma me Shoko Sekine qua doi khong ha? Co, t¢
da kiém tra ro6i.”

Tat nhién Wada ngo vyc vi sao Honma lai quan tam Kyoko & dau vao
ngay hom do, nhung r6i van phai chi cho anh xem. “Tham chi t& con xin
mot ban in,” Honma noéi, thdy to gidy ra trudc mat Funaki. “Tw ngay 18
thang Mwoi mot cho dén 26 thang Mwoi mot nam 1989, Kyoko Shinjo xin
nghi 6m.”

Funaki khé huyt sao.

Honma ndi tiép. “Ma c6 vé cau kha than thiét vdi co ta, t& da bao cau ta
thé, va dé nghi cho xem bang gi¢ 1am cua chinh cau ta nita.”

“Két qua ra sao?”

“Ngay 25 thang Mudi mét la thit Bay, nhwng cau ta van lam viéc, & lai
van phong tGi tan chin gio t6i.”

“Nhu vay la han ta hoan toan ‘sach sé&’?” Funaki ngo vuwe. “Té khong
biét, t& van nghi hdn c6 diéu gi giau giém, khong mudn néi véi ching ta.”

“Um, thinh thoang phai dé mét téi Wada xem cau ta c6 lam diéu gi dang
ngo khong.”
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M6 r6i ram ban dau da bat dau cé duong nét. Cac nut that ndi 1éng dan,
vi vay chang viéc gi phdi voi ca.
“Sau khi no6i chuyén v6i Wada, t& da cuéc b6 khap Osaka.”

“Chan cau khong sao chit?” Funaki hoi vdi vé quan tam ro rét, diéu hiém
thdy & mot canh sat.

“T¢ van phai di khap khiéng mat chit,” Honma mim cwdi. “Cau biét sao
khong? Thanh pho Osaka tuyét lam. Khac han Tokyo. M6t thanh phé hoan
toan binh thvong.”

“Binh thuong?”

“Piing vay. O Tokyo, khu virc trung tdm gan Nihombashi, cau thay rat
nhiéu van phong siéu hién dai, cing nhitng ‘tda nha thong minh’ nam bén
nhitng can nha hai tang c6 ctta hang. Osaka khong c6 kiéu nhw thé. Néu la
khu vuc budn ban, mét tram phan tram la cac shop hang, khong c6 thir gi
khac. Bi ngang mot con phd, bat chgt cau nhan ra minh dang ding & pho
nha tho, ¢ day sé khong ngac nhién trwdc nhitng tiéng hu hét cia dam du
thu du thye.”

“T¢ thi sé chang bao gid song duwgc & Osaka. T¢ khong ngam noi thitc an
& do, cling chang mé n6i dam Hanshin Tigers2.” Funaki lam bam.

Honma 1& di. “Ma nay, t¢ dang ban khoan khong biét c6 nén nhd cau lan
nita khong day.”

“Té doan nhé. Cau mudn ban ho khau gia dinh Kyoko Shinjo chit gi?”
Funaki toét cuoi.

“Chuan r6i.”

“Dua trén dia chi tir dam giay to ctia cong ty Roseline, chac ciing khong
dén noi kho tim.”

“Chi...”
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“Cau van muon td lang lang ma lam, phai khong? Khong thanh van de.”
Pé nhan manh, Funaki con ngdm chat miéng. “Trén thuc t€, ddy la mot vu
khé. Néu chiing ta cong khai ¢ thoi diém nay, bon ho dé da vang ching ta
ra lam. Ai biét dugc, khong chirng bon ho con khong coi day 1a mot vu mat
tich nita.”

Lan nay Honma hwéng ng. “Bai vi bon ho con cé nhitng vu khac, toan
nhitng vu thu hut bao gidi, phai khong?”

“Cau nghi la co ta con song khong?”

“T6é nghiéng vé gia thuyét co ta chét r6i hon.”
“T@ cling nghi nhw cau.”

“Nhung cdu gidi thich thé nao ve tir thi?”

Funaki bat than ngo6i thang ddy. “Phai! Vi mot phu ni thi sé kha nhoc
nhan. Thé nén han la c6 ta cé nguoi giup.”

Honma lo dang gat dau. “T¢ van nghi ¢6 ta lam mot minh, tit dau chi
cubi. T¢ khong cé 10i gidi thich dac biét nao, chi don gidn cé cam giac thé
thoi. Strc manh y chi qua r6 nét cia c6 ta, muc tiéu qua chuan xac cua co ta.
Hoan toan lanh lung khi bo roi Jun Kurisaka, c6 thé cd Wada truwée dé.
Céach c6 ta quang di nhitng thit duw thira. Moi thit lién quan dén c6 ta déu
cho thdy c6 ta ‘don doc’.”

Honma nghi, c6 1é vi qua don déc nén c6 ta mdi co trd thanh mot ngwoi
khac. Néu c6 mot nguwdi ban than dé chia sé, han co ta da khéng lam nhw
thé, c6 ta sé chdp nhan dé ngwoi khac gitip minh, va van tiép tuc la Kyoko
Shinjo. Mot cai tén ton tai khi c6 ngwoi dung dé goi hoi. Néu dugc ai do
quan tam, cO ta sé khong bao gid vitt bo n6 nhw vitt bo mot cai 16p xe héng.
Cai tén nao cting chtra dung tinh yéu thuong.

“Khong cé tong pham. Nhu thé c6 nghia la...” Funaki nhin theo anh mat
Honma. O trong bép, gid dé dao dugc gin vao mot goc cd dinh. Dao thai
rau, dao cat cd, dao nhip... Nam loai dao khac nhau, dwgc xép gon gang vao
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vo twong tng. Isaka mua bo dao dy. Anh ta dac biét chu trong dén dung cu
nau nuwéng.

Funaki khong noi gi.

“T¢@ sé diéu tra theo huwéng d6,” Honma tram ngam. “Xem lai cac t0 bao
trén thw vién, nhd mot phong vién quen biét tim hiéu thém nita. Khong phai
viéc gi cling can canh sat vao cudc.”

“Cach dé nhat dé lan theo dau vét. L6i kéo sy chu y cia moi nguoi.”
Funaki dong tinh, tay xoa xoa cam. “Nhitng bd phan co thé nguwoi chua
duoc xac dinh.”

Chiéu hom sau, Honda Tamotsu t4i.

Cau ta mac quan jean da giat nhiéu lan dén do chi con mau xanh bién
nhot nhat, cing 4o len dan tay bén ngoai chiéc do so mi trang. Khi ciu ta
cdi do khoac len day r6i nhén nguwoi treo 4o 1én mac dong dang sau cira,
Honma dé y thdy nhitng chiéc ctc dw phong da duwgc cat khai 16p vai 16t
Tkumi r6 rang la mot ngwoi noi trg chin chu. Chizuko cling titng lam nhw
thé. Moi khi mua 4o quan mdi, c6 cat bé nhitng chiéc cuc du phong, cat
ching trong gi6 dung do khau va ctia minh, néi rang may cai ctc dé cha xat
lam héng vai. Tat ca nhitng b quan 40 Honma mua sau khi c6 mat déu van
dé nguyén dam cuc dy phong. Chang hiéu sao anh khong thé ty minh g& bo
chuing ra.

Tamotsu chan chr mai & 16i vao. Honma phai giuc vai luwgt cau ta méi
vao ngo6i ghé. Im lang mot lic, cau ta dat tii banh cia mot hang kha néi
tiéng 1én ban. “Cai nay, ttm, danh cho con trai chi a.”

Y twéng ctia vo cau ta, Honma nghi trong khi cdm on Tamotsu.

Hai ngudi sap chuyén tro thi Isaka dén sau khi an tria @ nha.

“Chang trai Tamotsu sap tré thanh mot 6ng bo hai con day,” Honma noi
sau khi gidgi thiéu hai ngudi v6i nhau.

“Chu nay, chau hai mwoi tdm tudi roi.”
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Isaka cwoi sang khodi, tredc khi bat ng@ thot 1én, “Shoko Sekine cling da
hai muoi tdm phai khéng? Vay ma cudc song cta hai dira lai khac nhau
nhiéu qua!”

Tamotsu thang thét khi nghe tén c6 ban dwgc nhac dén véGi thai do
thuong xot.

“Vay chau t6i Tokyo lic nao?”
“Da? A, méi hom qua a.”

Luc sap roi Utsunomiya, Honma da goi riéng Tamotsu ra, bao ciu ta c6
gang thu thdp cang nhiéu cang t6t cac thong tin vé Shoko thdi chwa mat
tich. B&i viéc rut ra két luan nao thi cling chi 1a phong doan ma thoi.

“Chau da tim hiéu da thit,” Tamotsu vira néi vira md ba 10.

Isaka dat binh ca phé xu6ng ban, mot tay kéo ghé.

Tamotsu lady mot cubn so, lat mé roi dat 1én ban. “Ikumi néi chau nén ghi
chép moi chi tiét vira tim dwgc.”

“Um, y hay day.”

Cau ta hang hong. “M6t c6 ban hoc cung 16p ching chau noi co6 ay tinh
co gap Shoko mot lan, cach day khoang hai hay ba nam. Shoko an mac c6
phan loe loet, lai khéng biét nhitng 16i xi xao sau lwng minh.”

“Chac la hoi c6 ta dang lam & quan bar Lahaina.”

“Co0 ban khong nhé chinh xac hém do 1a ngay nao. C6 lam thi c6 ay ciing
chi 10 m¢ doan la hai hay ba nam vé tredc. Cé ay nhan manh la Shoko xach
theo nita qua dwa hau, nhw vay cé thé luc ay la mua he.”

Theo kinh nghiém cta Honma, tri nhé ctia nhiéu nguwoi van la lung nhw
thé.

“Shoko c6 vé rat hanh phic, nhung co6 dy trang diém kha dam. Co ban
hoc da nghe nhiéu 1oi don dai vé chuyén tién bac, nén chi chao, ‘Ciling vat
va nhi?’ Shoko dap, ‘w, t&¢ cling nghi thé.””
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“Khi van xui lién ti€p ap tdi, do la tat ca nhitng gi mot ngwoi co thé noi
khi gap ban cii,” Isaka gop 16i, nhu thé nhac lai trdi nghiém cta ban than.

Tamotsu noi tiép, “Chau nghi t6t nhat nén hoi nhitng chuyén xdy ra khi
me cO dy qua doi, vay la chau tim gap nhitng nguwdi tGi liém hodc dy dam
tang bac Sekine. Mdc du mat kha nhiéu thoi gian, két qua cling khong dén
noi bi quan. Mot s6 ngwoi gop vai ba chuyén, da phan la cac ba gia.”

Tamotsu hoi vé Shoko trudc, sau d6 chia tam anh c6 gai kia ra. “Ho
khong liém xac & Akane Villa. Vg cha nha khong dong y. Vay la ho thué
mot noi cach d6 nam phit 6 t6. Hang x6m da lo liéu gitip Shoko gan hét
moi viéc.”

Cau ta nhap mot ngum ca phé, dong thoi 1at giéd may trang dau cudn so
tay.

“Pa phan moi nguwoi déu nghi nhw chau, Shoko cé vé sitc ndng. Mot vai
nguwoi néi mia bo téc dé cha co dy, rang né chang phu hop véi khong khi
tang 16.”

“Nguoi ta luc nao cling quan trong hoéa chuyén cuwéi hoi hay tang ma,”
Isaka chém vao.

“Chuyén nay la han réi. Du sao thi cling khong ai nhan thdy c6 gai trong
tam anh, cai co6 gia dang Shoko ay. Bon ho déu néi rang néu cé co géi la
nao dén viéng, chac chan bon ho da ban tan vé co ta roi.”

Honma gat dau. O ddm tang, nguoi ta hodc 1a nguwoi dé bi ton thuong,
hodc la dam kén kén hay ria roi.

“Nhung...” Tamotsu xoa mii. “Co mot nguwoi nhan ra co ta.”

Honma va Isaka déu chui nguoi téi.

“Budn cwoi nhat 1a, ngudi do lai chinh la me chau.” Cau ta vira néi vira
CU0i.

Honma trgn tron mat. “Me chau?”
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“Vang, tham chi chau con chwa kip hoi, ba da ty goi chuyén roi. Me chau
ké ba nghe dwoc & tiém lam téc, c6 nguwdi dén hoi vé Shoko.”

Chac chan ba lam téc & quan ctia Kanae Miyata, c6 ay da dé nghi gitt
bttc anh Kyoko Shinjo lai dé hoi moi ngudi, lic &y Honma van chi biét dén
o ta la “Shoko gid”. Anh khap khdi vi birc anh ay lai dugc viéc.

“0 Tham my vién L'Oréal a?”

“Da? Chu biét cho d6 a?” Tamotsu rat an twong. “Co6 Miyata, cha tiém
lam t6c da cho me chau xem bitc anh.”

Va me cau ta nhan ra c6 gai do?

“Thwong thi tri nhé ctia me chau rat té. Nhung néu doan thdy chuyén
dang ngo, that la la ba lai nhé dvgc. Khi ong chau qua doi, linh muc chua tri
budi 1é cudi cung khong hé ng6i yén mét chd. Vay ma ba nhé la 6ng ta cé
not rudi trén cd. Ve sau, chinh ga linh muc do6 bién thu tién cta x dao roi
ciing nhan tinh bé trén, cau chuyén da tré nén rum beng... Oi 6i, chau xin
16i, chang hiéu sao chau lai ké chuyén nay ntta.”

“Khong sao dau. To6i hiéu y chau, tri nhd ctia bac nha gan giong mot
dang giac quan th sau.”

Tamotsu khé gat dau dong tinh. “Me chau néi la da thay co gai nay mot
lan, khi c6 ta roi khéi tham my vién.”

“0 dau? Vao khi nao?”

“Ban dau thi ba khéng nhé ro ngay thang,” cau ta noi.

“Nhung lic d6 me chau chuan bi dén lam 1é cing b6n muoi chin ngay
bac Sekine. Xem lai lich, ba n6i la Cha nhat, ngay 14 thang Giéng nam
1990.”

“Khoan da, chau néi lai doan nay cho toi nghe xem nao.”

“Chu thdy day, Shoko khong c6 nguwdi ho hang nao. Vi thé hang xém
lang giéng lam lé bon muwoi chin ngay cho me c6 dy. Chau c6 viéc ban
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khong tham dy duwgc nén me chau di thay. La ngudi rat cha trong hinh thic
nén me chau da tdi tiém lam toc. Khi buwdc ra khéi tiém, ba thidy c6 gai nay
ding & phia bén kia duong, trude toa nha Akane Villa. Ba goi co ta, ‘Nay,
chéu can giup gi khong?’, nhung co ta lai bo di. Me chau vo cung sing sot,
ba chay theo c6 ta mot doan, miéng hét to, ‘Nay, nay, dgi chut da!” Nhung
c6 ta van sai budc nhu tén ban. Du vay ba van nhé khu6n mat c6 ta, ba néi
6 ta dep nhu dién vién dién anh ay.”

Honma thodng diém cdc moc thoi gian trong dau. Lé bon mwoi chin
ngay dugc t6 chitc vao 14 thang Giéng nam 1990. Khong phai chinh xac
bon muoi chin ngay sau cai chét cia ba Sekine vao ngay 25 thang Muoi
mot nam 1980, nhung ho cé thé chon ngay Cha nhat dau tién sau ky nghi
Tét. Muoi ngay sau, Shoko dén gap luat su dé hoi vé mén tién bao hiém, c6
1& chi phi t6 chitc tang 1é lai dé nang lén c6. Kyoko Shinjo nghi viéc &
Roseline vao ngay 31 thang Mwdi hai nam 1989, ban ron chuan bi cho bién
chuyén 16n trong doi. C6 1é b ta téi Utsunomiya mot lan dé do la tinh
hinh. “Lé cting t6 chitc & dau?” Isaka hai.

“0 dién tho, tro c6t bac Sekine van bdo quan & d6.”

Isaka xoa xoa 16ng may. “Nhung khi nguwdi vg chét, ngwoi ta phdi chén
ba ta canh chong trong cung mot mo chi?”

“Pung roi a.”

Im ling mot lic, Honma néi: “Y chau 1a chéng ba dy ciing khong c6 mo?
Ong 4y khéng c6 tién dé mua mot khoanh mo a?”

Tamotsu lac dau. “Vang. Bac ay la con thit ba trong mot gia dinh dong

con, nén chang c6 von liéng gi may. Khi bac dy qua doi, Shoko van con rat
nho. Moi thit déu phai dé sén, thém nita la...”

“Thém ntta 1a,” Isaka nhuw doc thdy y nghi cia cau ta, “khi ba Sekine
sang nha noi xin ho giip ba mua mot khoanh mé cho chong minh, ho chi
xua dudi ba ay. Mot gia dinh c6 16: moi thit déu don cho con trdng, con
thit khong dwoc hudng ti gi. Co phai khong?”
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“Gan chinh xac day a. Chinh vi thé bac gai phdi dé tro ctia chéng minh &
mot dién tho, gio la noi yén nghi cta cad hai vg chong. Cit méi nam hay
muoi nam, bac Sekine lai dong mot it tién vao quy cua dién thd, nhung
chang di mua mot khodnh mo.”

“Cudi cung tro ctia ba Sekine cling nam lai & dién thg?”

“Vang. Shoko dau long v6 cung. Co ay thé mdt ngay nao dé sé xay mo
chin chu cho b6 me yén nghi, mdc du lic do6 c6 ay dang ng ngap dau.”

“Ngoai me chau ra, khong con ai khac trong thdy c6 gai do nita a?”
Honma chuyén dé tai tré lai bitc anh.

Tamotsu nhtin vai. “Chau e la khong. C6 Miyata xin 16i vi da khong lam
gi hon dugc.”

Chang viéc gi phai xin 16i ca, Honma nghi. Nhiéu khi nhitng tham kich
cling chi lw6t qua tri nhé cia mot nguwdi. Nhung & day anh lai dang héi vé
mot diéu hoan toan binh thuwong. Co ai ting thdy mot phu nit xinh dep,
nhung khong c6 diém gi qua khac thuong hay khong? Tham my vién
L'Oréal chi tinh co nam gan dé ma théi.

Shoko Sekine va Kyoko Shinjo. Hai ¢6 géi c6 moi lién hé duy nhat qua
hé thong dir liéu ctia Roseline. Gi® ho lai gap g& nhau lan nita, @ mot noi
hoan toan khac, qué nha cta Shoko, trong 1é cting me Shoko.

“Thuye ra bon t6i da xac dinh duwgc danh tinh c6 gai gia mao kia,” Honma
noi.

Tamotsu hoi rung minh. M6t thi von dang chi ton tai trong chuyén ké
gio da hieén hitu. Ké dong gia Shoko khong con la mot cai bong ma da co
hon c6 xac. Tamotsu rat lo s¢g khoanh khac nay.

“Vay c0 ta la ai? Lam sao c0 ta biét Shoko?” Néu co ta la ban ctia Shoko,
mot nguwdi Shoko hang tin twong, Tamotsu khong biét minh sé c6 hanh
dong gi nita.

“MOot nguoi hoan toan xa la.”
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Tamotsu cham chu lang nghe. Thinh thodng cau lai can m6i, mat van cai
xuong. Khi Honma ké xong, cd ba nguwoi dan 6ng déu im lang. Roi Isaka
ding day di rira may chiéc coc dung ca phé, chi la dé cé viéc gi doé dé lam.

Mot lic sau, Tamotsu 1én tiéng, “Nhung Shoko chi don gian la chiéu
chudng so thich cta ban than.”

“Chinh xac.”

“C0O ay mudn co6 thir gi dé dep dé mot chit, vady nén méi dat mua vai
moén do 16t kiéu cach. Vé phuong dién nay thi chau hiéu dwgc. Tkumi hau
nhw khong bao gio chiu sam sita quan 4o mdi cho ban than, c6 ay noéi la
van thoai mai, mién sao d6 mac bén trong sach sé la dugc.”

“Shoko thanh toan cho cong ty Roseline rat ding hen. Co ta gui tién tra
qua bwu dién. Ho néi co ta 1a mot khach hang tiém nang.”

Mot khach hang tiém nang. Tamotsu 1am nham nhitng tir nay, nam tay
siét chat duwdi mat ban.

Gio c6 1é da qua tré dé bao vé c6 ta, Honma nghi. Nhuwng anh dang lam
gi khi ctt loanh quanh tim kiém Kyoko Shinjo thay vi giao vu nay lai cho
canh sat? Chi vi th6i quen c6 hitu? Hay vi bénh t6 mo? Cho du ly do la gi
chang nita, anh van mu6n gap mat c6 gai Kyoko Shinjo nay. Dé nghe giong
cb ta. D€ nghe 6 ta budc phai mé miéng dap khi anh hoi, “Vi sao co lam
nhu vay?”

Honma tham chi con chang dé Tamotsu & khach san. Anh khang khang
gilt cau ta lai ngay tw t6i hom d6. Vi thé nén bon ho di 14y do cda cau ta.
Sau khi nghi mot lic, Honma bat dau phan loai cadc doan ghi chép cta
minh, nhd d6 anh méi nhé ra can goi cho mot nguwdi ban la cong tac vién
tap chi.

Cau ban phéng vién nghiép du ctia anh rat to mo va héi du thit, nhung
khong thé cay rang Honma dé lay mira 16i. Dau vay, cau ta van dong y giup
anh. “Bat c khi nao lam viéc vGi cdu, t¢ cling phat hién ra th gi d6 dé
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viét, Honma a. Cho t& hai dén ba ngay, t& sé c6 thit xem sao. Khu Tokyo-
Kanto phai khong?”

“Um,” anh dap nhu mot cai may, roi 1ap tic chinh lai. “Khong, thém ca
khu Kofu-Shinetsu nita.” Khong c6 1y do nao dac biét. Chi la linh cam vé
Kyoko Shinjo: v@i tinh cach ctia ¢o ta, c6 thé c6 ta Ién nui dé phi tang xac

&

lam.

Tiép d6, Honma lén thw vién tim cac bai bao viét vé cai chét cua ba
Sekine. Hai trong s6 ba t& bao 16n trong nwéc da dang tin, chi la nhitng
mau tin nhung cé day du cac sy kién chinh. Anh photo cac bai bao r6i ra
vé. Gio anh da & vao trang thai san sang tim cho ra thi doan pham t6i cua
Kyoko Shinjo.

Vi ly do nao do, chang han cé ngudi truy dudi, nén Kyoko can mét danh
tinh méi. Co ta t6i cong ty Roseline lam viéc chi nham muc dich do, truong
hgp nay kha di hon y twéng c6 ta bong nhién ndy ra ké hoach trong thoi
gian lam. Viéc co ta lam thé nao dé qua mat hé thong may tinh van con la
mot cau héi 16n, du c6 thé bang cach nao do, c6 ta 1gi dung Wada, dong
thoi cling gidi thich dwgc vi sao cdu ta lai lo lang dén vay. Sau khi tham
nhap hé théng dir liéu, c6 ta xac dinh dwgc Shoko Sekine la muc tiéu hang
dau. Veé s6 ho khau va gidy tam tra ctia Shoko, 6 ta chi viéc ra phwong noi
Shoko song va lay “véi tw cach ca nhan”.

Buéc tiép theo ctia c6 ta la trv khit nguwdi than duy nhat con séng cua
Shoko, me c6 ta. C6 qua nhiéu cau hoi con dé ngd vé viéc lam cach nao c6
ta thye hién duogc, bdi ngay cd dudi cap mat lao luyén cua thanh tra Sakai,
ddy van chi la mét vu tai nan hodc ti sat. Nhwng néu nhu...

Néu nhuw dém dé - dém 25 thang Mudi mot - ¢d ta tim cd nhir dugce ba
Sekine ra ngoai, bdo la sé gap ba @ mot noi khong qua xa Tawaga. Néu dua
ra 10i hen, chac chan c6 ta sé biét thoi diém ba Sekine ra vé.

Lam sao ¢6 ai do dang doi trong mét qudn bar 6n ao biét dugc lic nao
ba Sekine roi khoi Tawaga? Chi can mét cudc hen, thé thoi.
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Vé c6 dé nhir ba Sekine, Kyoko sé bia ra mot chuyén nhe nhang théi,
khong nghiém trong dén mitc ba phai ngoi nha doi thay vi t&i quan Tawaga
nhw thwong 1€. Chang han ¢6 ta la ban caa Shoko, tir Tokyo dén, va Shoko
nhd o ta chuyén thi gi do cho ba. Rang c6 ta sé dén vao téi mudn, di cung
mot nguwoi ban, va khong lwu lai 1au, c6 1€ chi gap ba dugc khoang nam
phuit th6i. Nhw vay la da.

R6i Kyoko da & quan bar bén canh. Co6 ta rdi quan diang lic ba Sekine
budc ra khoi Tawaga, day ba xuéng cau thang réi nhanh chéng tré lai cho
ngoi. Cho san nhay von rat dong dic. Hau nhw chang ai dé y dén mot khach
hang bao gio.

Tuy vay, Kyoko da phai biét trwdc théi quen udng rugu ctia ba Sekine,
thém vao do la 16i cau thang lat 1éo day nguy co. Nhitng thit nay khong hé
c6 trong ho so ctia Roseline. C6 ta han da phai tim gap Shoko, diéu nay gan
nhw la hién nhién. Chitng c cudc gap dé chinh la thit ti€p theo Honma
muon tim cho ra.

Vay day, gio thi hdy nhdy c6c mét doan: Kyoko giét Shoko, phi tang xac
r6i gid dang c6 gai do. Co ta roi khoi toa nha Kawaguchi Co-op, nghi
ngang ¢ Lahaina va bién mat. Dot nhién c6 ta tim t6i lam & Cong ty Imai.
Co ta tru tai can ho Honancho va dang ky la chu ho trong cudn s6 ho khau
mai, coi can ho Honancho la dia chi thwong tru ctia minh. Co ta cling coi
dé6 1a noi dang song, va ghi vao cac loai don tir cia bdo hiém y té, trg cap
xa hoi, bado hiém ca nhan,... Vuéng mac nam & S& Lao dong, khi ma co ta
khong thé cham tay vao thé lao dong cua Shoko. Vay nén co0 ta t6i ban gidy
va bao ho, Pdy la céng viéc dau tién cua toi.

RO6i c6 ta quen Jun Kurisaka, dinh hon véi cau ta...

Chiéc thé tin dung ciing 1a cdu hoi con dé ngo. Co ta chwa bao gid dang
ky lam thé, cho dén khi dinh lam dam cwéi va bi Jun gy ap lwc. Néu
khong, c6 ta da 1ap titc biét dwgc vé vu pha san cua Shoko. Néu co ta don
gian la khong thich thé tin dung thi sao? M4t s6 nguwdi ghét chiing vi nhitng
nguyén tac dao dirc cia ban than.
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Lai con tam anh Polaroid, manh méi duy nhat c6 thyc vé Kyoko. Vi sao
nguoi ta chup n6? Va vi sao c6 ta gitt tdim anh nay? C6 ky niém dac biét
nao dang sau tdam anh? Nhung vi sao lai gitt ky niém nay cta mot con
nguwoi ma co da tir bo? That khé long doan dwgc. Honma gap cudn so ghi
chép lai.

MGdi bon gio, Makoto da vé nha, dé thong bao rang né va Kazzy da “lén
ké hoach”. Isaka dang chuan bi bita t6i, khién can bép mu mit hoi nudc,
Tamotsu trd lai, tay xach chiéc tii hiéu Boston. Pung lic do dién thoai do
chuong.

“Xin hoi day c6 phai la nha anh Honma khong?” Hoa ra la 6ng Imai, goi
ti* vin phong Cong ty may Imai. Ong mudn biét Honma da tim thay Sekine
chua.

“Da, dén gio van chuwa,” Honma bao véi ong.
Ong ta thé dai. “O day Mitchie ¢t lo s6t vo 1én. A ding roi, cd ay co
chuyén mu6n noéi véi anh ddy. Pay, dé to6i chuyén may cho c6 bé.”

“Cht Honma, chti ¢6 nhé cau cha héi chau hom ay khong, nén goi con
trai ctia anh ho vo chu la gi ay?”

“Co tim duogc roi a?”
“Khong a.” Giong c6 day tiéc nudi.

“Um. T6i nghi 1a cau héi d6 ‘khoai’ ddy. Co danh hét thoi gian rdi dé tim
dap an sao?”

“Chau khong giéi tra cttu cho lam.”
“Chac chang ai giéi tra cttu dau.”

Giong Mitchie chuyén sang tong khac. “Chi Sekine van chwa xuat hién
a?”

“Co thé co ta kho tré lai.”

“Chac anh Kurisaka thdy ndng né lam.”
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“Du sao thi ciing chi cau ta méi biét minh cdm thdy thé nao.”

“Chu biét khéng, chau chgt nhé ra mét viéc. Bon ho tirng cai nhau, hai
nguoi ching ta vira nhac dén ay.”

“Cai nhau?”

“Vang. Vé chuyén nhan dinh hén. Chi Sekine ndi la khong nén né ha
chuyén da biéu twgng cho thang sinh lam gi, mién sao mua dwgc chiéc nhan
minh thich la dwgc. Anh Kurisaka lai khang khang bao hoac la mua nhan
dinh da thang sinh, hodc la dinh kim cwong, néu khong chi€c nhan do
khong con la nhan dinh hon nira.”

bung giong diéu cua anh chang Jun citng dau citng c6, Honma nghi.
“Mitchie,” anh héi, “c6 Sekine c6 ddc biét thich loai da quy nao khong?
Loai da khong phai biéu twgng cho thang sinh ctia c6 ta nhung c6 ta van
muon Jun mua cho minh ay.”

“O, thi chdu dang néi vé chuyén d6 ddy ma.”

Dung long ban tay bit chat 6ng n6i, Honma ra hiéu cho Isaka dang &
trong bép. “Anh biét gi vé da biéu twgng thang sinh khong?” Anh héi Isaka.

Isaka ditng tai chd, nhay mét, tay van cAm mudi. “A, chi ting tang ti chit
thoi.”

Honma ben hoi mot cau. Isaka tra 10i ngay lap tc. Honma bo tay dang
che ong nghe, “Mitchie, da biéu twgng thang sinh cta Sekine la ngoc bich
nhi! R6t cudc bon ho mua nhan dinh vién da d6 chi?”

“Vang. Vien da cua nguoi sinh vao thang Chin.”

“Gio dé toi thit doan loai da c6 ta muon Jun mua cho nhé.”
“0, chd biét a?”

“Toi doan la ngoc luc bao.”

Mitchie kéu ré 1én. “Tai qua! Sao chu lai biét a?”
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Pay, c6 nang Kyoko khon 16i thé ddy, Honma nghi. Ngoc luc bao chinh
la da thang Nam, thang sinh cta c6 ta. Co ta muén c6 vién da biéu twong
ctua chinh minh, mot chiéc nhan dinh hoén thuc su.

Giong Mitchie lai vong t6i. “Néu chi Sekine tr¢ vé, chu gitp chau
chuyén 10i dén chi dy la chau va bac Imai lo cho chi dy lam. Hai bac chau
déu rat muodn gap chi ay.”

Honma htta sé lam theo, va trong thoang chdc, khi vira gac mdy, long
anh dang lén chit dong cam doi véi co nang “Shoko” cia bon ho, nguwdi ma
theo anh biét 1a Kyoko.

Hai bdc chdu déu rat muén gdp chi dy.

Thinh linh dong suy nghi ctia anh bi ngdt quang bdi tiéng om som khi
ctta nha mé danh thinh va dong sam lai. La Makoto. Thang bé thiic vao tu
quan 4o, giay xéo may to bao vuong vai, da phang mot qua béng truedc mat
roi dung ca hai tay dong manh chiéc vot danh bong bang kim loai.

“Makoto! Con lam sao ddy?” Honma la 1én. “Con nghi lam loan thé thi
dwgc gi nao?” Nhung thang bé chang thém nghe. Mat né tém lem nwdc mat
lan bun.

“Chéau sé ngan no lai,” Tamotsu ndi, tién lai cho thang bé. “Nay nay,
dung c6 dung cai tht d6 phang lung tung! Pwa day cho anh nao.” Makoto
da ro6i khoc, nhung Tamotsu van 1ay dugc cdy vot cia né. Makoto khuyu
xuong trén dau goi.

“Con vira danh nhau day a?” Honma hoi, cti xuéng canh thang bé. Bau
goi va khuyu tay n6 day nhitng vét xwdc. Mot bén 6ng quyén c6 vét tham
md&i da chuyén sang mau xanh nhat. “Néu ding nhuw thé thi con dung vot la
khong ding. Con phai hiéu ch®! Con cé thé lam nguwoi khac bi thwong
day!”

Nuwdc mat 13 cha, nguwdi thd hon hén, Makoto c¢6 thét ra vai 16i. “Pau...
bau bat...”
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“Pau Pat lam sao?” Ca Honma va Isaka dong thanh hoi.

“Pau bat gi?” Tamotsu ban khoan.

“Tén mot con chd.” Honma giai thich. “Sao r6i? Con tim ra n6 r6i ha?”

“No6 chét r6i.” Makoto nghién chat rang.

“Chét?”

“Tazaki, thang du con & treong con. N6 da giét con Pau Dat r6i ném xac
di.”

“Gi co?” Gigng Isaka v® vun ra. “Chau chac khéng?”

“Chac a, chau dam bao. Chau vtra... tim ra n6.”

“V1i thé nén chau méi danh nhau?”

“Vang,” mot giong noi la chen vao. Bon ho nguwéc nhin 1én, thdy Kazzy
dang ditng ¢ ngudng ctra, thang bé map map ciling xay xuwdc chang kém gi
Makoto, trén mdt n6 cting 1dm lem bun va nwéc mat. Trén ma n6 con c6
mot vét rach dai. “Tazaki, cai thang t6i da giét Pau Dat roi vt xac vao
thung rac. Bon chau biét 1a né lam, ban dau né choi phang. Nhung khi bi
bon chau vay lai, n6 da phai thtra nhan...”

“Khong, khong phai thé.” Makoto gao 1én. “N6 tu ké roi lai thém that da
thit. N6 mang chuyén doé di khoe khoang khap trong truong.”

“Nhung vi sao né lai mudn giét con Bau Dat?” Isaka hoéi, con gian birng
lén ca hai ma.

“N6 néi ¢ khu nha thu nhap thap, khong dwgc nudi ché méo. Nhw vay la
trai voi quy dinh.”

“Nay, d6 ma la ly do dé giét con ché hay sao?”

“Nhung...” Makoto néi. “Nhu vay la trdi v6i quy dinh, né néi thé, cho
nén né giét con cho cling la hop 1é thuwong. BE day bon chau mot bai hoc.”
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“Kinh khing qud,” Tamotsu néi. “Pay la ly do cac em danh nhau a? Nay,
lan sau nh& goi anh di cung nhé.”

DPén ldc nay, cé vé hai thang bé da hét hao hitng vdi chuyén dem quan di
héi t0i Tazaki. Kazzy chi 1am bam. “Néu may khong muodn thé,” cau bé noi,
“thi hdy mua mot ngdi nha dang la nha ma séng.”

“Mot ngoi nha dang la nha...”

“Giong nhung ma gia dinh n6 song, chau nghi thé.”

“Nhu vay thang bé mdi duwgc nudi ché méo. Néu ngheéo thi dirng bao gio
nghi t&i chuyén nudi ching. Chac han thang bé c6 mac cam gi d6.” Honma
vira buéng ra nhitng 10i nay, hai diva bé lai bat khdc lan nita. Qua mai dau
cta hai dira tré dang thon thitc, Honma va Isaka dwa mat nhin nhau.

“Chuyén quai gi thé nay?” Tamotsu n6i, mat cham cham nhin choc gay
kim loai nam dwdi chan cau ta.
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Chuong 21

Ngéy hom sau, Honma tim gdp co gai ttng ¢ cung phong vGi Shoko
Sekine khi Shoko dé don xin tuyén bd pha san va khong thé tiép tuc tra tién
thué nha & can ho Kinshicho. Tén c6 gai la Tomie Miyagi. Honma c6 dugc
tén va s6 dién thoai cia c6 thong qua c6 gai & van phong luat sw
Mizoguchi.

Nguoi dong nghiép cili cia Shoko & quan Gold dé méng tay dai, di doi
xang dan mau vang dat, mai téc uén xoan mau nau, va mui nwéc hoa ranh
ranh cta gai quan bar. C6 ta mdi hai mwoi lam, hoac hai muoi su tudi, du
vay qua noi chuyén dién thoai Honma dam thé c6 ta da ngoai t& tuan.
Giong ndi lao khao khién cho ¢ ta gia truéc tudi.

“Chau khong chiu dwgc nang gat ban treva. Hy vong chi khong thay
phién vi phai ng6i tit trong cung thé nay.”

Ho hen gdp & mot quan ca phé mdi khai trvong gan can hd cua co &
Shibuya. Tamotsu cling dén. Lic d6 méi qua trwa mot chut, quan vang
tanh.

“Chau rat lo lang cho Shoko khi chi ay dot ng6t cat dit moi lién lac nhw
thé. Nhung chau tw nhu, ai ma biét dugc, cé thé hoang ti bach ma ctaa chi
ay da tgi. Chau la gi ma dam xia miii vao?” Tomie rit mot hoi thuéc Seven
Stars r6i nhun vai, d6i vai c6 nam gon trong chiéc 4o len rong thung thinh.
“Vay la cha khong biét cé chuyén gi xay ra vGi chi ay?”

“Khong, co ta dot ngdt bién mat khong mot dau vét. Lan cudi cung chau
gdp co ta la vao khi nao?”
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Tomie lac dau. “Ngay tur lic chi goi, chdu da c6 nhd lai. Tt nam kia a.
Vao quang dau nam méi, chau nghi thé.”

Honma dwa cho c6 ta xem tdm dnh Kyoko Shinjo. Tomie nhin mét lic
lau, da lau dé diéu thudc chay rét tan xudng gat tan. R6i c6 cham rai ndi.
“Chau khong biét ngudi nay. Trwdc day chau chwa bao gio gap co ta ca.”

“Ké ca ¢ quan bar cting khong?”

“Khong a. Co ta xinh dep thé nay, néu gdp thi chdu da nhé roi. Quan
Gold c¢6 nam ngudi lam la ni. Chitng nay la hoi nhiéu do6i véi mot quan
bar, c6 1€ thé, nhung bon chau chi hon cac ky nit ti chit thoi.”

“Néu c0 ta la mot khach dén quan thi sao?”

Tomie cham mot diéu thuéc méi réi cwdi nha ra mat it khéi. “Khong co
c6 gai nao mot minh t6i quan cd. Néu dén thi phai di thanh nhém. Quéan
khong phai la choé danh cho bon ho. Bon chau khong quang céo trén tap chi
danh cho phu ni* dau.”

Tamotsu nhanh chong quay di. Tomie nhin cau ta véi vé thich thu.
“Trong cong viéc Shoko la ngwoi thé nao?”

Co6 khong phai nghi nggi gi nhiéu. “Can man hét sirc.”

“Vi tién a?”

“Con vi céi gi khac dugc nita? Pam doi ng thué dén quan dap ctra ram
ram. That may bon ho khong phai loai dau gau. Chi dy tim dugc cach duoi
khéo bon hg. Du sao thi viéc chi ay khong tw bién minh thanh géi goi cling
la mot ky tich. Vao quang do, cé lic chau da co thuyét phuc chi ay budng
bod moi thit r6i chay tron.”

“Tinh ca cac cong tin dung lan bon cho vay ndng lai, c6 ta redc mot
khodan ng 1én t¢i hon muai triéu yén. Chau cé biét diéu nay khong?”

Tomie nhun vai. “Dién that. Chau biét d6 1a mo6t con so 16n.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Tamotsu vut nguwdc 1én. “Co noi thi dé lam. Chuyén nay xay ra vdi rat rat
nhiéu nguoi day.”

“0, anh han 1a ngudi ban cii & qué cta chi 4y.” C6 néi véi giong chanh
chua. “Em doan han anh biét r6i chit, chi Shoko lu6n miéng bao rang chi ay
dén Tokyo chi vi khong thé chiu n6i cudc séng & chon qué mua nhu thé
thém duwgc nita.”

Honma liéc nhin Tamotsu, cdu ta van gitt binh tinh, gwong mat khong
chit biéu cam.

Tomie nhin sang Honma. “Khong phdi chau bia, ma ding la chi ay néi
nhv thé. Duwong nhu chi dy luon c6 gang roi khéi qué nha, dé séng mot
cudc doi khac han. Chau doan chi ay da théa mong wdc, du rang cudc song
m&i chang dé dang gi. Nguwoi ta kho cé thé thay doi cudc doi minh theo 16i
ay.

»

“It nhat cling ching t6t dep hon,” Honma b6 sung.

“Pung ddy a, chang c6 gi t6t dep hon.” C6 mim cuwdi vé thau hiéu. “Chi
Shoko titng mo vé cudc song hao nhoang ctia nhitng c6 gai dao buwdc dudi
ctra sO van phong dau tién cda chi dy. Cho d6 lwong hau nhw chang dang la
bao, noi & thi toi tam am thap.”

“Cong ty Thwvong mai Kasai.” Honma noi. “T0i da tGi do sang nay. Hoan
toan phi thoi gian vo ich. Tay giam doc nhan sy cuc ky khé gan. Han néi
nhan vién Kasai nhady viéc thwong xuyén nén cé xem ho so ciling chang gat
hai dugc gi nhiéu.” Tat nhién han khong buon liéc anh Kyoko Shinjo.

Ciing chang sao. Néu Honma doan ddng thi phéi sau khi lam & Roseline,
néi cach khac la vao quang sau thang Bay nam 1988, Kyoko mdi biét vé
Shoko, nhuw vay néu co ta c6 dén Cong ty Thuwong mai Kasai thi chi la dé
kiém tra cho chac chan. Hon nita cung cach don tiép & do thuc chang ra gi.

“Chau khong nhd tén céng ty, nhung cé thé diang la tén dé ddy. Du sao
thi khu nha & danh cho nhan vién cta ho cwc té, moi thit con té hai hon nira
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sau khi chi ay bo di. Liuc d6 chi dy da ném trdi cung cuc r6i. Khong hé ngac
nhién hay phéi can nhac gi nita. Ma gia thué nha & Kinshicho thyc la ky

»

cuc.
“Co 1€ day la ly do khién c6 ta bat dau vay tién.”

Tomie nhin goéi thuoc 14, dém s6 diéu con lai roi 1dy mot diéu ra, cham
Itra. “Chi ay bat dau song nhg thé tin dung, thi tiép theo chi ay dugc trai
nghiém, chinh la thé gi¢i di mwon.”

“Thé gi6i di mwgn?”

“Chéau ciling khong biét nén goi né la gi nita,” ¢6 noi, hai tay gio 1én nhw
dau hang. “Khong tién bac, khong hoc van. Khong cé kha nang gi dac biét.
Khuon mat chi dy chang thé khién cac nha bang m@ hau bao cia ho. Lam
viéc & chon hang ba. Vi chi ay, cudc song tot dep khong phai chi don gidn
ri bo hién tai la xong. Néu muon c6 cudc doi méi, chi y phai theo dudi né,
bang mot cach nao dé. Trd lai khodng thdi gian trude day, hodc la tién 1én
v&i nhitng gi da c6, hodc la dau hang. bung khong a?”

Tamotsu c6 vé mudn xen vao, nhiwng Honma gat dau ra hiéu cho Tomie
tiép tuc.

“Du vay, nhitng ngay do6 da la qua vang. Trong mo ai lai mu6n lam viéc.
Ciling chdng ai muon tit bé gidc mo ctia minh. V6i Shoko, chi &y mudn c6
tién dé mua sam, duwgc cac cong ty tin dung san don. Khong han ché, khong
cat van. V@i nguoi khac, gidc mo cta ho cling sé khac. Cha biét day, khong
chi phu ni*t m&i c6 mo wdc. Co rat nhiéu nguwoi dan 6ng lam viéc nhw dién
dé dugc vao mot ngoi truong tot, dé cd duwgc cong viéc hoan hdo, phai
khong nao? Ciing la mo, ciing la do twong, mac du do déu la quyét dinh
dang can nhac.”

Honma nhé lai nhitng 101 Sawagi da néi vé “con khing hoang tai chinh
tieu dung” vao quang cudi thap nién 1980. Nguwoi ta budc phdi c6 ngdi nha
trong mo cua ho, cho du diéu dé6 dong nghia vdi viéc dem linh hon minh di
gan ng. C¢ nhw thé s& hitu mot manh dat la c6 ngay hanh phic vay.
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“Co thoi cac cap doi tré tudi khong thé cham tay vao tién vay tin dung dé
hién thwc héa giac mo cta ho. Cling chang c6 may cho dang don tién vao.
Khong c6 cac loai phu kién trang diém dat do, khong phau thuat tham my,
khong c6 cac 16p hoc dy thinh la lung, khong c6 cac tap chi béng bay gidi
thiéu da thit sdn pham trén doi.” Tomie n6i hang dén d6 quén ca cham lia
diéu thudc. “Gio moi viéc da dé dang hon nhiéu. Co6 tién thi muén mua loai
gidc mo nao ciing dugc. Nhitng ngudi co tién sé mang tién minh di tiéu,
nguoi khong co thi sé vay muon, roi vung tay qua tran nhw chi Shoko.”

“Nhan tién day, chau lam & Gold dwgc bao lau r6i?”

“Po bay, tam nam. Truéc d6 chau da lam lun bai cau lac bo cia minh.
Vo chéng chdu cung lam cha quéan, cho dén khi né suy vong, ga chong
chau bo cta chay lay ngudi. Du vay, chau khong nop don xin tuyén bd pha
san. Thyc ra mudn phuc hoéi né ciing khong khé 1lam. Chau da dan xép vai
cac cha ng. Trén thure té, hién tai chau van dang tra dan cac khoan ng.”

Mot vong khoi nita téa ra tit méi c6. “Chong chau titng n6i thé nao nhi?
Chau phai thtra nhan cau do6 kha hay. Vi sao li ran tw 16t da, anh ta hoi thé.”

“Ran ha?”

“Pung vay. Viéc 16t da tén rat nhiéu cong sttc. Nhung vi sao li ran lai
lam vay?”

Tamotsu tranh noi tredc Honma. “Nhw vay né sé phat trién thanh mot ca
thé khac.”

Tomie cwoi khic khich. “Sao r6i. Nhw vay n6 c6 thé moc chan. Van dé
13, 1t ran vén quen song khong chan, nhung khi nhin quanh thdy moi nguoi
ai cling c6 chan, thi ching ndy ra y nghi minh cling phai c6 chan. Chong
chau ghi diém & nhan dinh d6. Thé gidi nay day nhitng chi ran san sang
mang ng dé dugc moi chan.”

T6i chi mudn séng hanh phuc...
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“Ban than chau da tirng gdp nhiéu ‘chi ran’ nhuw thé. Vi thé khi chi
Shoko khéng cé noi nao khac dé bau viu, chau dé chi dy & cung,” Tomie
néi. “Thé ro6i chi &y nop don tuyén bd pha san va dén lam viéc & mot bar
mdi...”
“Lahaina.”

“Chéau nghi thé. Ké cd sau khi dén dé lam va chuyén sang toa nha
Kawaguchi, thinh thodng chi dy van goi cho chau. Hai di¥a hen an trwa. Lic
ay chdc vao khoang cudi mua xuan nam kia, cé thé sém hon. Khi me qua
doi, chi ay thuc sy tuyét vong. Vay nén chau rd, hay ching ta t6i nghi &
mot khu sudi nwdc nong di. Xoc day tinh than doi chut...”

“Va do la lan cu6i cung chau nhan duogc tin titc cta co ta?”

“Pung vay.” Tomie cau may lo dang. “Chau khong phai nguoi hay hoi
han ngwoi khac. Néu ai d6 khong goi cho chau nita, chau thwong cho qua.
Vi chi Shoko cling twong tw. Chau e 1a minh khong gitip dugc gi may.”

“Vao quang thoi gian Shoko song & Kawaguchi - xem nao, vao tam me
cO ta qua doi - chau c6 nhé minh nghe dugc chuyén gi dac biét mot chut
khong?”

“Y chu la sao?”

“Co6 gi thay doi, c6 gi md&i mé. Co thé cd ta cd thém ban, hay di lam dep
0 mot tiem khac, gi cling dugc.”

Tomie lu6n mot ban tay vao toc. “Keé tir ltic cha goi, chau da c6 nhé lai
moi chi tiét vé chi 4y ma c6 thé cht quan tdm. Nhung dau 6c chau hau nhw
trong rong. Ma chi mong doi diéu gi? Vira dat ong nghe xuéng la chau
quén bang moi diéu vira n6i.” C6 ngo6i nghiém trang, hai tay chap vao nhau
tréen mii. Honma va Tamotsu lang yén nhin co.

“Vo ich thoi.” Co thd dai. “Ci c6 thé nay thi chang duwgc gi. Xem nao,
lic do, chi &y nhan vao cudc dién thoai de doa nén cé phan kinh hai...
nhung chuyén nay chang c6 gi bat thuwong ca.” Mat c6 bong sang ruc 1én.
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“Doi da, chau nhé ra roi. Chi ay goi cho chau, chac la vi nhitng ci dién
thoai lam chi sinh hoang tuwéng, bao la cé ai d6 mé thu cta chi ay.”

“Thu cia co ta? O toa nha Kawaguchi Co-op?”

“Chéu quén tén toa nha roi, nhung ding la @ Kawaguchi. Chi dy n6i may
cai phong bi da bi cat ra. Chau da béo la chi ay c quan trong héa day thoi,
6 thé ai day nghich nggm, hodc la do 16i ctia bwu dién. Chuyén nay dién ra
ding vao dip tién bdo hiém ctia me chi dy duwgc gii tdi, dé la mon tién dau
tién. Chi dy thye sw nhan duwoc ké tir khi tuyén bo pha san. Chau da bat cuoi
khi nghe chi dy n6i dinh mua mot khodnh mo cho me. Mon tién ciing phai
1én dén mot, hai triéu yén.”

Honma van nhin c6. Anh nhé dén chiéc hop dung cac mén d6 ma Shoko
bé lai, ba cha nha 1ay ra cho anh xem. C6 mot t& budém ctia Nghia trang
Green Grove, néu anh nhg diang. “C6 ta c6 nghiém tic can nhac chuyén
mua mot khoanh mo khong?”

Cau hdi cta anh lai khién c6 bat cwoi. “Nghiém tiuc khong 4? Chau da
néi la chi ay rat nghiém tic. Tham chi chi 8y con t6i mot cong ty tw van.
Ngbi xe ctia bon ho di xem dat mo. Chau tréu, dam ca la chi da noi tiéng &
cong ty do6 r6i, mot nguwdi tré nhw chi dy lai t6i mot noi nhw thé. Nhung
chau nhé chi ay bédo la khong phai, & d6 con c6 mot co gai khac, tham chi
tré hon chi nita. Hai nguoi bon ho da buon chuyén véi nhau vi hoan canh la
lung ctia minh, chirng dy tudi lai di mua mo chi...”

Trugc tien Honma goi cho ba chu nha cia Shoko dé kiém tra lai tén
nghia trang, sau do anh mai goi tGi Nghia trang Green Grove.

Tru s& chinh ctia bon ho nam & tang trét mot toa nha nhé ¢ khu trung tam
phia Bac Tokyo. Trén twong treo day nhitng bitc dnh cac khu viec mé duogc
rao ban, cling cac ngon doi va rirng thudc nghia trang. O ngay tién sanh c6
dat mo hinh phéng to ctia khu vuc nghia trang th hai sap khanh thanh
thuoc khu vue doi ven tinh Gumma.
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Poén Honma va Tamotsu la nguwdi phu trach viéc tang 1€, tudi trung nién,
lich sy, an noi tr ton. Khi Honma héi vé Shoko va to buém co giit, ong noi
c6 thé co ta da di xem dat mo gan Imaichi, khu dat ay bon ho c6 dip dau tw
quang cao.

“Co0 ay gap chut phién toai vé mon tién duwgce thtra ké. Toi chi muon kiém
tra xem liéu c6 chau gai ctia minh c6 thyc sy téi day hay chua.”

Nguwai phu trach tang 1€ dap ngay. “Nhirng nguoi tirng di xem dat mo cta
ching t6i déu dwgc chup anh ky niém. Ching t6i c6 ban sao dé luu lai. Anh
c6 muon xem khéng?”

Honma va Tamotsu dgi & tién sanh cho dén khi 6ng ta quay lai cing mot
quyén album 1én.

“Album ndy bao gom anh ti* thang Giéng t6i thang Tw ndm 1990.” Ong
m& ra, roi dé ho tw tim. Tamotsu va Honma lwét nhanh cac trang. Ngay 18
thang Gieng. Ngay 29 thang Gieng. Ngay 4 thang Hai. Ngay 12 thang
Hai...

“Pay roi!” Tamotsu chi tay I1én mot trang.

Chu nhat, ngay 18 thang Hai nam 1990. Khach tham quan Nghia trang
Green Grove. Nhom 13.

Hai hwéng dan vién, mot nam mot nit, moi ngudi ditng ¢ mét dau, trung
ra tdim bang ron mau xanh 1la. Nhém khach tham quan cé ding tam nguwoi.
Shoko Sekine ditng trirdc va ngay chinh gitta. Chac han hai huéng dan vién
da dé nghi co ding & vi tri dac biét do. Tré qua, co gai tdi nghiép.

Vi chirtng dé nguoi, tdim anh ctia ca nhém dwgce chup kha gan. Tat ca
cac guwong mat déu hién 1én ro nét. Shoko chinh la nguwdi anh titng thay
trong tdm anh thdi cap ba ctia Tamotsu, nhung ¢ day c6 dé kiéu téc khac.
Nhitng lon téc dai uén xoan nhuom mau hat dé da moc kha nhanh, dé 10
chéan t6c den nhanh. C6 mdc chiéc 4o khoac cotton kha rong cung quan
jean. Co0 hoi nheo mat tr6c anh nang chéi chang, vé mat kha thoai mai du
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dang di tham nghia trang. Tham chi d6i mo6i co6 con he hé, dé 16 ham rang
khap khénh.

Va kia, ngay bén phdi c6 la mot ham rang trang loa, chinh la nu cuwdi cia
Kyoko Shinjo. Hai c6 gai, hai nguoi tré tudi don doc trong thé gidi, ké ca
khi di mua mo6 cho ngwdi than. Ho dang vai ké vai, tay trong tay.

“Shoko,” Tamotsu thi tham.
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Chuong 22

Thém mot tiéng rwdi ngoi trén chuyén tau nhanh ctia hang Kintetsu khéi
hanh tir Nagoya tGi thanh pho tinh ly yén binh Ise, ndi tiéng véGi dién tho
Ise, khu vyc tdi linh thiéng cita Than Pao. Noi day la qué cia Yasuji
Kurata, chéng cli Kyoko Shinjo, ndm nay cdu ta ba mwoi tudéi. Honma c6
dugc théng tin ctia cau ta nho vao két qua diéu tra cua Funaki.

Xem lwét danh ba ctia thanh pho Ise & thw vién dia phwong, Honma nhan
thdy sO0 lwgng don vi mang tén Kurata nhiéu dén bat ngo. Trong so cac
cong ty 16n nhat, c6 mot chi nhanh bat dong san ¢ gan ga. Mau quang cao &
cudi trang ctia ho c6 ghi tén chu tich cong ty, Sojiro Kurata, va ngay bén
dwdi dé la Yasuji Kurata, dai 1y duwgc tiy quyén.

Khi Honma goi tr Tokyo, ngwoi tra 10i may la me Kurata. Tuy nhién,
ngay khi anh nhac dén cai tén Kyoko Shinjo, cudc hoi thoai gan nhv dén
h6i két. Phai mwoi gidy im lang tréi qua, sudt khoang thoi gian nay anh
khong dam 1én tiéng.

Théi dugc roi cir dé ba dy cip mday vay, Honma nghi, anh sé goi lai sau.
Nhung khoéng, cudi cung giong ba me phat ra the thé qua duwong day dién
thoai, “Anh dinh hoi né cai gi?”

Honma trinh bay don gian tinh hudng hién tai gitta Kyoko va vi hén phu
md&i ctia 6. “Toi nghi cau ay c6 thé giup toi lién lac véi vai nguwdi ban cta
Kyoko, may ra ho biét hién gi® c6 ta & dau. T6i chi mudn hoi chirtng dé ma
th6i.” Anh roi rit xin 16i, n6i rang anh biét day la mot doi hoi qua dang, va
chdc chan sé gay kho chiu...
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Trai vdi dy doan cua anh, ba ta néi: “Moi thit déu da rat khé chiu, nhung
gio tat ca déu la qua khit r6i.” Mot luc sau ba ta nhw 1dam bam vai chinh
minh, “Kyoko t9i nghiép!”

“T6i c6 thé néi chuyén véi cau Kurata khong?”

Lai mot khodng lang, tiép theo 1a mdt tran cong kich nita. “Tat ca ching
toi déu c6 nhitng diéu phai hai ti€c vi doi x té vdi Kyoko. Nhung gio anh
dang tim kiém tin t¢c vé hién trang con bé, t6i thuc long e 1a ching toi
khong hé biét n6 & dau. Anh noéi chuyén véi con trai t6i sé chi khoi lai
nhitng vét thwong cli ma théi.” R6 rang nhitng 16i nay da dat hoi két cho
cudc tro chuyéen. Trwdc khi anh kip nhan ra, tin hiéu dién thoai da chuyén
thanh tiéng tut tat vong vao ta anh.

Honma chwa titng mong doi ngwoi nha Kurata sé dé dang tiép chuyén
minh, nhuwng bi ti ch6i m6t cach phii phang nhw thé nay cang khién anh
thém phan hang hai. Anh bdo v6i Isaka va Makoto rang minh sé vang nha
vai ngay.

“B0 nhd goi dién bao van binh yén, bé nhé!” Makoto chi néi dwgc chirng
ay.

Khi chuyén tau cao toc bat dau roi ga Tokyo, anh thoang nhan thay Isaka
va Makoto cham rai bwdc xuong 16i cau thang san ga. Hai bac chau di mua
sam, do la 1y do bon ho vién ra dé vao trung tam thanh pho tién anh di. Luc
nay trong ca hai rat giong hai cha con, anh nghi.

Tai Nagoya, Honma dén chuyén tau nhanh dac biét. Yén vi trén chiéc
ghé 16ng nhung, anh bat dau doc lwét qua nhitng bai viét vé “bo phan co thé
nguoi chwa dwoc nhan dang” ma anh ban phéng vién vira tim va tai vé cho
anh. Luc nay da trdi mua du lich nén tau gan nhuw vang tanh. Honma tan
dung ghé trong dé dudi chan ra.

Ban cta anh da lam viéc hét sitc hiéu qua. Tham chi cau ta con 1ap ra
mot biéu dé cu thé: Khu vuc, BO phan co thé dwgc tim thay, Tudi wéc
lwgng, Gidgi tinh, Cac mon dé ca nhan dugce tim thdy, ngoai ra con c6 cot
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Ghi chi danh cho cac vu hién dang dwgc diéu tra. Khong mat nhiéu thoi
gian, Honma tim thdy ngay thit anh muon.

Vao Ngay thiéu nhi mung 5 thang Nam nam 1990, canh tay trai, than
minh, hai bap chan va ban chan phu nit dwgc tim thady ven mot nghia trang
& Nirazaki, thudoc vung nui tinh Yamanashi. Phan thit da phan huy gan hét.
Xwong da 16 ra tirng phan, tuy nhién, cac méng tay van con giit mau son
dé. Mén do ca nhan duy nhét dugce tim thdy 1a mot chiéc lac trén chan phai.

Chinh 1a ¢0 ta, trirc gidc mach bao anh thé.

Moéc thoi gian da khdp. Shoko Sekine bién mat khoi toa nha Kawaguchi
Coop vao ngay 17 thang Ba nam 1990. Gia st c6 bi giét trong vong mot
tuan sau do, xac cia co sé dé dang trd thanh nhw vay vao ngay mung 5
thang Nam.

Céac bd phan co thé khac nhau dugce goi kin trong ti nhya riéng va chén
cung mot cho & goc nghia trang. Lii qua va ché lac han da danh hoi ra truéc
tién. Mot canh tay nho ra da lot vao tdm mat ctia mot nguwdi dén cham séc
mo gia dinh.

Tdi nhya boc la loai ti cia mot chubi cita hang sushi nhwgng quyén
thudc khu vue Tokyo-Kanto, dung nhw gidy géi bén ngoai. Loai tdi nay rat
pho bién nén hau nhw chang cung cap duwgc manh moéi nao. Twong ty nhw
vay v@i chiéc lac chan. Mot chiéc lac ma vang ré tién cé gan may vién da
thach anh, gid cung lam la hai hay ba ngan yén. Chang dang mat cong tim
hiéu.

Canh sat Yamanashi da tim kiém gat gao phan dau, canh tay va dui phai
bi thiéu nhung khong co6 két qua. Loi khai ctia nhitng tdéi pham vung lan can
cling khong cho ra doi twgng hay loai phwong tién nao kha nghi. Moi viéc,
nhat la viéc t6 chitc tang 1€, van dugc tién hanh binh thuwong. Khu vie chon
dang nghi, du nho va kin dao, la nhitng ch6 vira tam di bd quanh Nirazaki
Kannon, mot birc twgng Phat kha thu huat khach du lich. Bao tang lich s
dia phwong ciing & ngay gan d6. Khach du lich dén day vao cac dip nghi 1é
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hodc cudi tuan, Nirazaki khong qua xa vieon nho Kofu hay sudi nuwéc néng
Sekiwa. Ngudi ngoai tam thoi khong dwoc vao dé tranh gay nao dong.

Mot nghia trang ¢ Nirazaki? Liéu Kyoko da bao gio t¢i d6? Anh phai hoi
chong cii cia c6 ta xem sao.

Céac b6 phan con lai cia xac chét thi sao? Nhat 1a cai dau.

Muc dich chinh ctia viéc chat tay chan - bao gém ca nhitng vu déi twong
nhiém hanh vi cia ma ca réng - nham mot trong hai muc dich: khong cho
nhan dang nan nhan hodc dé dé giau xac. Tha pham la phu nit thwong chia
xac nan nhan ra dé giau di. Trudc day cé vu xac mot canh sat bi chat tay
chat chan dwoc tim thdy & mot con kénh thuéc man Bong thanh phé Tokyo:
thu pham hoa ra la vg va me vg cua anh ta. Thong thwong, viéc chat xac
doi héi phdi hét sitc manh mé, nhung adrenaline ctia cac t6i pham, giong
nhw nhitng ngwdi ty bado vé minh treédc moi nguy hiém nao do, doi khi tang
vot dang ké, khién bon chiing cé sitc manh siéu pham. Hodc néu mot phu
nit da quyét tdm lam, co6 ta sé vé nha dong kin ctra va tién hanh trong phong
tam gia dinh.

Gia stt Kyoko da chia xac ctia Shoko ra, chon mot niva ¢ nghia trang
Nirazaki, vay phan con lai & dau? Vé co ban, con qua sém néu két ludn
Kyoko lam viéc nay, nhung Honma hau nhw chang con nghi ngd gi nita.
Anh cam thdy v6 cung chac chan: nhitng dac diém dac trung cia Shoko
nam & phan xac chwa dugc tim thay.

Pay giong nhu mot tro choi ndi cac chdm thanh hinh, anh sé phai xdi
tung khap noi dé tim ra nhitng chdm con thiéu. Hon nita anh con khéng c6
danh nghia chinh thitc. Honma nhan thay tri dang t6i dan, nhitng dam may
kéo dén trén dau anh khi roi Nagoya gio nhu da ha thap, chi can dwva tay la
cham tdi. Khi loa tau thong bao diém dirng sap t6i ¢ Ise, nhitng hat mwa da
xién chéo trén ctra s6. Vé u am cua ngay hét sitc an nhap véi nhitng su kién
am dam: cudc doi ndi trg ngan ngui va hoi két dang buon ctia Kyoko
Shinjo & thi tran binh lang nay.
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Di qua ctra soat vé, Honma nguwdc nhin troi, doi mat cang ra gitta man
swong lanh gia. Trén dau Kyoko, duong nhu Itic nao troi cling mua.

Bét dong san Kurata nhé hon anh twéng twgng. D6 1a mot toa nha hep,
bon tang, 6p da mau xam vé&i vai cong ty ¢ tang trét cung van phong & cac
tang trén. Nhitng van da bén canh ctra ty dong anh 1én lap lanh. Honma
dang ditng mot bén, kin dao theo doi toa nha thi sau lwng anh hién ra mot
vat gidng nhu chi myc 6ng mau vang sac sd. Hoa ra 1a mét dira bé mdc 4o
mura dai c6 mii trum dau. Doi ting di mwa qua kho nhdy chan sdo roéi giam
manh treéce canh cita ty dong. Cira guong triegt mo ra.

“Con nghi minh dang lam gi day hd ng6?” Ba me khong hiéu tir dau xuat
hién, dét nhe sau ngwoi nd, roéi dung tay 16i diva bé. Doi ung giam chan lach
bach phan d6i, canh ctta dang déng lai ma ra.

Honma khéng thé ngan dwgc nu cudi. Cho du khong nhin thay mat
nhung anh biét dé 1a mot cau bé. Pugc tha lai mét minh, diva bé lai nghich
tdm bién CAT CHIA KHOA cta ctta tiém bén canh. Ba me lai phai tién t6i
tim dang sau 4o mua kéo no di. Makoto khong bao gio té ra kho bao nhw
vay, du c6 doi lan thang bé hoi dam dang véi Chizuko.

Honma quay nguwdi lai ngay khi canh ctra sap dong. Mat anh bat gap anh
mat cia mot anh chang ditng ngay sau mdt quay ctia mét van phong sang
trrng, cach d6 nam hay sau mét. Canh ctra tw dong han da khién cau ta chu
y. C6 vé chang trai da dgi dén ltic Honma quay di, du lam nhu thé déng
nghia v6i viéc phét 10 cac nhan vién va khach hang khac.

Chac chan do 1a Yasuji Kurata.
RO rang me cau ta da canh bao con trai minh.

Khi Honma tién 1én mot buwdc, mot nguwdi dong nghiép vo 1én vai chang
trai. C6 dién thoai. Cau ta nghe may, nhung c6 vé van bi phan tam.

Tiéng nhac len ra khéi phong. Vai vi khach hang ng6i ¢ day quay, moi
ngwoi n6i chuyén véi mot nhan vién. Mot phu nit xép vai to budém quang
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cao khu villa nghi duwéng 1én trén gia roi di vao. “Anh can giip gi khong?”
Anh tra 10i 1a minh dén gap Yasuji Kurata.
Nguwoi phu nit ngac nhién. “Kurata a? Anh co hen trwéc khong?”

“Co, toi da goi trude roi.” Kurata van dang nghe dién thoai, mat quay
hwéng khac, nhuwng cau ta bat than quay lai nhw thé van dang lang nghe.

“Khong sao dau, c6 Kato, toi sé tiép chuyén 6ng dy,” cau ta noi to, mot
tay che ong no6i. Nguwoi phu nit quay di, trd lai véi dam to bwédm ctia minh.

Trong khi dgi Kurata tra 16i dién thoai, Honma nghi vé Kyoko Shinjo.
Han c6 ta phai than thudc v6i noi nay lam: bé chong c6 ta la chu & day,
chong c6 ta lam viéc ¢ day. Co 1€ thinh thodng c6 ta cling ghé vao day,
chuyén tro vdi cac nit nhan vien.

Kurata budc vong qua quay thu ngan r6i voi va tién dén. “Chuing ta ra
ngoai di,” cu ta lam bam, tay nam lay chiéc 6. Cau ta bam sat g6t Honma,
chi dwong cho anh di khéi tam mat ctia nhitng nguwdi khac. “T6i doan 6ng la
nguoi da goi dién tGi?”

“T6i lai cho 1a me cau da néi diéu gi do.”

Kurata bon chon liém mdi. “T6i nghi me t6i cling da bao véi ong la
ching ta khong cé chuyén gi dé néi v6i nhau ca.”

“Ba dy cling ndi v6i cau thé?”

“Ong nghe nay, vé chuyén Kyoko...”

Honma nhanh chéng ngét 16i cau ta. “Kyoko c6 thé da chét r6i.”

“Cai gi? Sao 0ng lai n6i thé?” Cau ta héi, giong hoi lac di.

“Co gi chitng minh diéu ngwoc lai khong?” Ci¢ dé cau ta hoang lén, roi
tinh ti€p, Honma nghi.

biéu cuoi lo lang ctia Kurata nhw vo vun. “Thuc... thye sy 1a khéng ¢6.”
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bing dudi tan che cia mot cay du mong manh, Honma néi r6 moi
chuyén mét lan nita, nhw anh da tirng ké cho me Kurata nghe. Kurata hau
nhw chang nhin anh lay mot cai, dwong nhw cau ta nham dém s6 hat mwa
trvgt xuéng khéi tan nylon dang cang ra.

“Gio doi voi toi co ta chang la gi suat.”

“That vay sao? Thé thi buon cuwdi qua, bdi vi doi vai t6i, co ta lai rat
quan trong.”

Kurata vut nguwdc 1én. “Bai vi c6 ta bo roi chau 6ng a? Vi thé 6ng mdi di
tim cO ta?”

“Ctt cho la t6i quan tam di.”

“0, that vay sao?”

“Toi quan tam chuyén Kyoko bo chau t6i ma khong c6 ly do nao xac
dang. T6i dang lo c6 thé co ta gap phai chuyén gi d6 ma khong thé tw giai
quyét mot minh.”

“Thé nay nhé, t6i khong con quan tdm dén co ta nita,” cau ta noi, nhan
manh tirng tu.

Honma thé dai, chuan bi di. “R6 ro6i, tuy cau théi.” Anh cti xudng noi
thém. “Xin 16i. T6i khong biét Kyoko tirng khién cau dau long dén vay.”

Kurata liéc nhin anh. “f)ng da bao gio t6i dién tho Ise chwa?” Cau ta dot
nhién hoi.

“Chua, chua tirng.”

Cau ta do dv. Cau chuyén d6 da tac dong manh dén cau, cho du tinh yéu
cau ta danh cho Kyoko bay lau gi® da tan bién. It nhat, lic ndy cau s&
khong dung tir d6 dé néi vé né. Nhung r6 rang c6 ta van goi 1én trong long
cau chut cam xuc.

Mot viéc that xau xa, Honma nghi, dao x&i nhitng mang ky (tc ma nguoi
ta c6 quén di. Nhung anh budc phai lam nhw vay.
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Kurata do6i tay cam 0. “Hay bat taxi dén ga, bdo vdi tai x€ la cho 6ng
xudng noi cé tén goi la Akafuku. Ai ciling biét chd do6 ca. Hay dén tiém tra
& phia sau, khong phai 1a noi ban céc loai keo nhé. Ong doi toi & day.”

“Khong phai toi da su, nhuwng Akafuku la noi c6 nhiéu khach tham quan
ma? Cau nghi ching ta ndi chuyén & d6 dugc chit?” Akafuku dwgc nhiéu
nguoi biét dén bédi cac loai banh keo truyén thong. Sach cam nang du lich
nao cling nhac dén.

“Hét mua du lich r6i. Khéng dong lam dau. Hon nita h6m nay la ngay
thwong. Du sao t6i cling thich 6ng dién xudt nhw mot khach tham quan
hon.” Kurata ha thap giong. “Néu t6i néi v6i moi ngwoi rang ong la nguoi
quen tir Tokyo xudng cong tac va téi dang dwa ong di tham thu quanh Ise,
nguoi ta sé khong xi xao ban tan. Khu nay moi nguwdi déu biét dén bo t6i,
nguoi ta cling thwong chu y tGi toi. Néu té6i mudn bi mat gap ai do, t6i sé
phai 1an 10i tGi Nagoya.”

“Vay néu nguoi ta don c6 ngudi dang hdi tham Kyoko, moi chuyén cé
vé chang hay ho cho lam?”

“T6i khong mudn c6 tin don do.”
Chuyén ly hon cta cau ta bon nam vé treeéc han da 1a mot xi cang dan.
“Hon nita vo toi sé dé tam.”

Hen gdp nhau lic bon gio, bon ho ai di dwong ndy. Honma nghe thay
tiéng ctra ty dong dong lai sau lwng minh.

Day 1a canh quen thudc trong cac vé kich truyén hinh. O phia sau c6 mot
quan nho dugc dung lén tir go téi mau, khong gian dé ngoi kha rong, trén
trdi chiéu rom. Ctta hang & ngay 16i vao rat dong khach, nhung chi cé vai
nguoi bé giay buwdc vao trong udng tra, trén thuc té, chi c6 mot nhém bon
phu nit trung nién mac kimono dang cuwdi dua khic khich & chiéc ban cach
xa ch6 Honma nhat.
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Nhitng chiéc 10 than kiéu truyén théng dwgc dat rai rac, hoi than téa ra
am ap. Honma vtra cdi chiéc do khoac w6t nhep, dat né sang mot bén roi
ngoi xuong thi hét nhu trong phim, mot c6 gai tré mac bo kimono kiéu cii
mang mot binh tra cung dia banh dau xanh t¢i. Honma khong thich d6 ngot
lam. Hgp v6i khau vi Isaka va Makoto hon, anh nghi khi nhap ngum tra
xanh cé vi 10 lg. C6 18 vi khong khi ¢6 xwa & day - mot chiéc am sat dat
trén khong dang so6i sung suc trén bép cui ¢ 16i vao - vi tra & day khac han
loai anh van thudng uéng & nha. Anh ngwdc 1én khoi chiéc coc, thady Kurata
chuan bi budc vao phong trai chiéu rom.

Kurata ngo6i xuoéng canh ban, c6 phuc vu v0i va mang tra va banh téi, cau
ta dén 1ay v&i mot nu cwoi yéu 6t r6i dat sang mot bén. Trong cau ta nhw da
kiét sttc. Chi trong khoang thoi gian ngan ngui tir khi anh gdp ciu ta, nut
that ca vat cta cau ta da xién léch méo mo. Kurata nhin than trong 10 v&i
anh mat vo hon, chang néi khong rang. Dot nhién cau 1én tiéng nhu chita
then. “Cho nay ndi tiéng lam.”

Du vy, khi d3 1én tiéng, cau ta dé dang tudn 10i ké hon. “Ong c6 dé y
cac ng6i nha gé dugc danh s6 quanh day khong? Nhiéu cong ty trong vung
tré lai véi kiéu kién tric truyén thong thay vi dung bé tong. Day la mot xu
hwéng; moi nguwdi déu mudn tim vé véi truyén thong. N6 tao nén nét khac
biét cho nganh kinh doanh du lich. Sang nam c6 1é khoi phuc lai ng6i dién
thd, c hai mwoi nam bon ho t6 chitc mot lan, vi thé thi trdn sé rat tung
birng.” Giong chi thodng nhw 16i thi tham, cau ta n6i thém. “B6 t6i c6 déng
gop chut it cho cac du 4n nay. Chinh vi thé t6i lai cang phai can than.”

“T6i hiéu. Toi khong hé muon khoi goi lai nhitng chuyén buén trong qua
khtt dau.”

“T6i da can nhac rat nhiéu mdi quyét dinh. Dang 1€ t6i da c6 thé tranh xa
ong, nhung néu chuyén dé co that thi vé 1au vé dai sé cang ndy sinh lam
phién toai.” V@i tay lay cOc tra, cu ta n6i, mat nhin thang mat Honma. “Du
vay, toi phai canh bdo ong triedc. Néu 6ng thudc dam phong vién thich dao
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x6i chuyén doi tw r6i dra 1én mat bao nhitng 16i doi trd, 6ng sé phai hoi
tiéc.”

MGt no luc diing cam cudi cung. Nhuwng ai ¢6 thé trach moéc cau ta dugc?
R6t cudc cau ta phai ngoi day vi moi quan hé cii v6i Kyoko.

Honma c6 ndn ra mot nu cwdi roi noéi, “Veé chuyén dé thi cu khong phai
lo.” R6i anh ké cho cdu ta nghe nhitng chuyén gan day vé Kyoko, chuyén
co ta déng gid Shoko Sekine, chuyén hai nguwdi bon ho bién mat - moi
chuyén ngoai trit viéc anh nghi ngo co ta giét ngudi. Dé 16 ra thi cau ta sé
1ap titc cam nhw hén ngay.

Kurata hau nhw chang phan tng gi cho dén khi Honma nhac chuyén
Kyoko bién mat khi vi hon phu cda c6 ta biét vé vu pha san cua Shoko.
Nhom ngwoi khoi ghé, cau ta néi, “T6i chuwa tirtng nghe mot cau chuyén nao
ngu ngoc nhu thé nay ca!”

“Ngu ngoc?”
“Kyoko sé khong bao gio gia danh mot nguoi bi pha san.”
“Co0 ta khong hé biét chuyén do.”

“Ong nghi c6 ta gia dang ngudi khac ma ching budn tim hidu nhitng
thong tin co ban nhu thé sao?”

“Co vé dang la nhw thé ddy.” Honma dat mot tay 1én tran, roi dot ngot
héi: “Cau no6i khong thé c6 chuyén doé bédi vi Kyoko c6 thanh kién vdi thé
tin dung, vay ng va nhitng chuyén twong tw phai khong?”

Kurata gat dau. “C6 ta ghét chiing. Cuc ky cam ghét. Co ta ludn tranh xa
chang.”

Théo nao, Honma nghi. Thong tin hoan toan an khép véi mot dac diém
la Iing 1a Kyoko khi gid lam Shoko da khong s& hitu chiéc thé tin dung
nao. “Pung vay, c6 rat nhiéu nguwdi khong tin twdng vao tam thé nhya.”

“Chung do con chua du,” Kurata nong ndy noi.
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“Vay con gi nira?”
“Con c6 nhiéu chuyén an dang sau ntta kia.”

Mot nhom cac 6ng gia - c6 vé lam cung mdt cong ty, gio déu da nghi huu
- kéo nhau buwdc 1én chiéu rom, chon ng6i vao may chiéc ban gan cho dam
phu n trung nién. Ho goi nhan vién phuc vu r6i bat dau nhang xi chon
moén nhw dam con nit. Honma r&i mat khéi ho, quay sang nhin thang vao
Kurata, “Vay thi la chuyén gi?”

“Gia dinh Kyoko tan v, tit rat lau roi, vi cac khoan ng.” Giong cau ta
dot nhién nhe han di, nhw thé chu dé nay doi hoi mét am diéu khac han, am
dai bi quén lang va khong hé quen tai. “Bon ho khong thé thanh toan tién
nha va phai voi va bé qué ra di. B6 ciing chinh la ly do khién t6i va Kyoko
ly hon.” Tay cau ta nam lai trong long. Cau ta ndi lédng ca vat. “Khi c6 ay
lay t6i, bon ho da chuyén tén co6 ay khoi ho khau gia dinh & Mureyama,
thudc tinh Fukushima. Nhung lai b6 sung mét dong bén duwéi, cho biét co
ay lay ai, va dia chi ho khau gia dinh t6i. Nén khi c6 4y song cung t6i va
khong hé dinh dang gi, dam ngudi thu ng van dén quay ray. Bon ching tim
dwgc dia chi & day, roi t6i go ctra nha ching t6i. Gia dinh Kyoko da chuyén
di vao mua xuan nam 1983, bon nam trwdc khi ching t6i ldy nhau. Dam
ngwoi cho vay van tiép tuc tinh ng sudt khoang thoi gian do, khién cho
khodn 1ai suat tang 1én chéng mat. Ching dung moi muu ké dé bat c6 ay tra
ng. Pén cudi cung, ching téi quyét dinh rang diéu tot nhat ching t6i nén
lam, vi tat cd moi ngwoi, chinh la chia tay.”
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Chuong 23

Kyoko Shinjo va Shoko Sekine: tuy hai ma la mot. Cung bi qua khi troi
budc, ciing bi mot béng ma cii rugt dudi.

“Hoa ra la thé.” Honma 1am bam. Anh cha tay qua tran, ngac nhién thay
mo hoi wét dam trén d6. Anh nhin Kurata, bat gap vé ngac nhién y hét trén
guong madt cau ta.

“Ong khong biét a?”
“Khong, day la lan dau tién t6i duwgc nghe vé chuyén do.”

Cau chuyén nay ly giai moi diéu. Vi sao Kyoko Shinjo lai can mot danh
tinh m@i, va vi sao 0 ta san sang lam moi viéc dé c6 dwgc né. Kurata néi
diung. Néu mot tay doi ng thué xoay x& c6 dugce thong tin vé ho khau cling
nhw noi tam trd cia mot nguwdi - nhitng thong tin von dugc coi la bdo mat
va khong thé tiép can - thi han c6 thé lan theo dé quat nga nguwoi dé. Lai
thém mot ly do giai thich vi sao cac con ng ludn di chuyén cho & va khong
thé c6 m6t cong viéc on dinh.

Do chinh la thé gidi ciaa Kyoko. C6 ta da cung cha me minh chay tron ké
tir... “Xem nao, mua xuan nam 1983? Khi ay c6 ta mGi mwoi bay tudi, van
dang hoc pho théng?”

“Pung vay. Vi thé c6 ay méi bo hoc. Liic nao ¢6 ay cling mudn dugc tot
nghiép cap ba.”

Thé r6i bon nam sau, theo 10i Kurata, bon ho lay nhau. Thai gian tréi qua
ém &, chac han Kyoko twéng rang bon doi ng thué da bé cudc. Nhung co
quén mat mot chi tiét trén gidy to. Theo luat phap Nhat Ban, khi hai nguoi
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két hon, co dau sé ti dong bi chuyén khau khoi gia dinh bé me dé, cung vdi
dong “Chuyén dén noi & méi” va dia chi méi ctia hai vg chong.

“Bon ho chay tron khodn tién vay mua nha a?” Honma héi.

Kurata gat dau. “Bo Kyoko lam viéc tai mot cong ty quy mo nhd &
Mureyama. Mot nhan vién cong s& binh thudng. Ong khong thé thanh toan
cac hoa don dwa vao khoan lwong kiém dwoc, tuy vay ong cling khong twr
bo gidc mo cé ngbi nha dirng tén minh. Kyoko da ké hét cho Honma c6 thé
hinh dung chiéc vong t6i 16i ma gia dinh Shinjo vwéng vao. Tién kiém
duwgce nho giot cung mot khoan ng to. Thé r6i khi cudc séng ngay cang eo
hep, khoan ng thit hai xudt hién, vay it hon nhwng lai ti* mét ké cho vay
nang lai. Qua bong tuyét bat dau lan, ngay cang nhanh dén do khong ai cé
thé chan lai dugc.

“Cudi cung ho phai chon mén vay véi mitc 1ai suat muwdi phan tram cho
moi muwoi ngay, tdim binh phong ctia bon dau gau, ro rang moi khoan ng
déu nam trong tay chung ca.”

Trai béng tuyét da lan dén chiéc ho toi té nhat. Tro choi két thic.

“Bon dau gau pha ctra nha ngay gitta dém, ép budc ho hang con ng, doa
dam cho t&i khi c6 nguai trd. Me c6 ay da bi suy nhwgc than kinh. Ca nha
da nghi dén chuyén ty sat. Kyoko hoang sg vo cung.” Khée miéng cau ta
nhéch 1én. “Trén thyc t€, ca gia dinh Kyoko quyét dinh bé qué ma di la dé
cttu co ay.”

Mot nit sinh mwdi bdy tudi xinh dep chinh la moén hang duwgc wa thich.
“Bon chung dinh ép co ta ban than a?”

Kurata phét 10 cau hoi. “Cé dy khong bao gio ké cu thé cho t6i hay.
Nhung t6i biét b6 me c6 ay da hodng dén do phai virt bo moi thit dé chay
tron. Ban dau gia dinh Shinjo dén nha md6t nguwdi ho hang & Tokyo, du ho
biét sé khong thé & lai, ngay ca nhitng ngudi ho hang xa ciing bi theo doi.
Ho quyét dinh tot hon hét phai phan tan ra. B6 Kyoko song trén cac dwong
pho. Co ay khong bao gio cho biét 6ng & cho nao, tuy nhién néu & Tokyo
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thi c6 thé 1a khu Sanya, noi chg lao dong tu hop. Canh phu ni trong nha di
vé Nagoya, & mot nha tro ré tién, ba me lam viéc cho quan bar, con ban
than Kyoko phuc vu ban ntta ngay. Ho song nhu thé chirtng mot nam, hai
me con lién lac vGi b6 qua thw hodc dién thoai. Thé r6i bd Kyoko gap tai
nan giao thong, me Kyoko 1én Tokyo tham chong. Lic dy da mot nam troi
qua ma khong c6 ai quay ray, vi vay bon ho mat canh giac. Vét thwong cta
bo c6 dy khong nang lam, ho cling danh dum dwgc chit it von liéng, vi thé
ca gia dinh 1én ké hoach cho cudc sum hgp & Nagoya. Ho nghi lic nay séng
gi6 da tan. Vay nén b6 me c6 dy lai di tham vai nguwdi ho hang. Nhitng
chuyén tham twéng chitng vo hai lai dé lai hau qua. Tay doi ng thué &
Mureyama cting c6 ba con & Tokyo - ho hang ctia bon doi ng - va tat nhién,
c6 ngwoi dén theo déi. Mot ngay no, ho vira ra khoi nha thi bat ngd bi tém
c6 roi nhot vao thung xe. Téi chi biét nhitng chuyén nay qua 10i ké cta
Kyoko, vi thé t6i khong 1o cac chi tiét, nhung... B6 c6 ay bi ép ky vao mot
ban hgp dong hoan tra c6 tinh 1ai, budc 6ng phai lam viéc dwdi sy giam sat
ctia bon ching. Ba me bi dwa vé Mureyama, su6t mot nam tiép theo ba phai
lam viéc cho dich vu ban tam tinh ctia bon ching, noi cach khac la lam di.
Ba chang khac nao mot tu nhan. Tat nhién bon chiing gay sic ép 1én bé me
c6 dy dé tim Kyoko, thé nhung hai ngwoi nhat dinh khong hé rang. Khi
khong thdy me trd lai, Kyoko biét bon ho da gap rac réi. C6 lap tic bo cong
viéc ban thoi gian & Nagoya va chay tron, day la diéu bé me da dan co phai
san sang bat cit Iic nao. Co kién tri gwi thw dén maot hop thu & Tokyo, cudi
cing mét nam sau, me c6 tron thoat va tim cach lién lac vdi c6. Nhung ba
da thay doi, Kyoko noi vay, gio ba nhw mot cai xac vo hon. Chang bao 1au
sau, ba bi ciim, bién chitng sang viém phdi, can bénh nay da giét chét ba.
Luc ay Kyoko hai muwoi mot tudi. Cé khong biét b6 minh ¢ dau, du van c6
gtti thw dén hop thw cli. Chinh vi thé, chi c6 minh Kyoko dy dam tang ctia
ba me. Ro6i c6 tinh co doc dwgc mau rao vat cia mot quan tro tai Ise can tim
nguwoi lam, c6 chd & ngay tai quan. R6t cudc, chira dén sau thang sau khi
Kyoko chuyén tdi Ise, bd c6 ay goi dién. Khong biét 6ng da tron dugc, hay
don gidn chi vi chang gitp ich gi dugc ai nita, 6ng da ty do. Nhung ciing
suy nhuoc hoan toan. Ong ct? kho khé ma chéng thé nao tra 15i cac cau héi
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cta con gai. Kyoko giuc bo tdi Ise nhung 6ng khong nghe. ‘Doi bo thé la
xong roi,” 6ng bao. ‘Bo chang con sttc dau nita ma lam lai tr dau. Ban 6ng
chang thé nao bén bi nhw phu nit dugc. Bang 1€ b nén biét diéu nay mdi
phadi.” Cudi cung 6ng gac may. Co 1é ong khong du tién goi cac cudc dién
thoai dwong dai.”

Kurata dung mu ban tay xoa lén miéng. “Kyoko khong bao gio tim duoc
cho 6ng ¢.” Cau ta luc tim thudc 1a. “T6i hut thudc dwge chir?”

Honma gat dau dé cau ta ké tiép. Anh dé y thdy tay Kurata run run khi
cau gio bat lra len.

“T6i biét gia dinh cht quan noi Kyoko tirng lam. Con trai ho la ban cta
t0i, cau dy gidi thiéu ching to6i v4i nhau. Cau ay ndéi co dy xinh dep, sac
sdo, lai cham chi nita. Ma qua thé that.”

Mot c6 hau ban & quan cung con trai mdt cong ty dinh dam trong vung.
Vi Kurata, c6 18 ban dau cau chi dinh béng dua ma théi. Honma biét minh
dang qua thoc mach, nhuwng anh van haéi.

Kurata cuwdi bat an. “Ban dau thi ding la t6i chi mudn tréu dua chit cho
vui. Nhung dan da, téi bat dau nhan ra moi viéc da vugt qua tam kiém soat.
Toi thye sy say mé o ay.”

“Bai vi 0 ta xinh dep va thong minh?”

“Pung, vi nhitng diéu do, va khong chi c6 ngan ay. Co6 vo6 s6 co gai xinh
dep & ngoai kia. Chi la khi t6i & bén Kyoko, t6i... lam sao t6i c6 thé dién ta
nhi, to6i c6 cam giac minh tré thanh nguwoi dan 6ng diang nghia. T6i manh
mé, tw tin. T6i biét Kyoko coi t6i 1a cho dwa va luén c6 mat dé bao vé co
ay. Chi vay thoi.”

Honma lang nghe tirng 10i ctia Kurata nhung trong dau lai hién 1én
guwong madt cau Jun chau anh. Chuyén cuaa hai anh chang y hét nhau. Nhitng
lic bén nhau, Jun ludn la nguwdi ra quyét dinh. Viéc dinh hon bat chap su
phan d6i cia bd me cu ta chi cang khién cau ta thém quyét tdm. Lan dau
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nghe vé vu pha san cua c0 ta, cau ta chang buon ké véi Kyoko, thay vao do
cau ta ding vé phia c6, khang khang cho rang nguon cung cap théng tin da
“nham lan”.

Véi vé ngoai day sinh khi ma van thanh nhd, c6 ta thu hdt nhitng anh
chang xung quanh minh, khi gap kho khan c6 ta khoi day ¢ ho ban nang
che chd. Vé liéu yéu dao to cua c6 c6 sitc cam do ghé gom. Canh dan 6ng
phai tGi bén dé citu gitp, nang d& bong hoa nay trén doi tay ctia minh.

Nghi ma xem, hai anh chang Jun va Kurata nay cé rat nhiéu diém chung.
Con nha gia gido, ditng dau 16p khi di hoc, thira hwdng tiéng tam ctia cha
me. Ty tin, véi kha nang trén mc binh thwong, nhung sau tham bén trong
con nguoi ho ludn c6 mét cai t6i mudén vuot ra khoi vang hao quang gia
thé. Khong phdi bang nhitng hanh dong rd rang nhw pham phap hay ra mat
chéng doi song than. Rot cudc, bon ho chang thé mong vuwot qua cac dang
sinh thanh. V&i ho, bo me 1a ngwdi nudi dudng nhitng diéu tot dep, nhitng
diém manh cua ho, bo me da sinh ra ho, cho ho chuéi ngay au tho ém dém,
dwa ra cac quy dinh vi mot cudc song tot dep hon, va khong lam gi dé dang
bi doi xw sai trdi. Vay la ho dap ng dong lwc ndi loan bang cach tré nén
“gia truong” - mot phu nit nhw Kyoko sé cho phép ho lam dwgc diéu nay.
Jun va Kurata biét thira cho du ho c6 tién xa dén dau thi cling chang thé
bang b me minh duwgc. Ké ca khi di theo con dwong b6 me da vach san, ho
biét rang minh can m@ 16i di riéng dé c6 thé “thir thach long diing cdm” cta
ban than, bdo vé long tu ton cua minh. Kyoko lai la tuyp nguoi phuc tung.

Du vy, c6 ta rat khéo 1éo. Khi dé cho ho bao boc minh, han c6 ta da nhin
thau tam ly canh dan 6ng. Khi can c6 “hiép si” bao vé, c6 ta dé ho mac sttc
chién dau vi minh, nhung khi ho nhan thay diém bat thuwong, co ta sé bo roi
ho.

Tuy nhién, néu Jun hay Kurata la ké lau c4, han Kyoko sé nhan thay
minh chi dong vai nguwdi tinh, chén vui tubi tré dudi bong ctia mot ba vg
chinh danh. Nhuwng ca hai lai 1a nhitng chang trai ti té, ca hai déu tré trung
va thyee 1ong can dén co, ding kiéu truyén thong.
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Ai ma biét dugc? C6 thé chinh Kyoko muon nhw vay. Mdc du bdy gio
chwa t6i hai muoi tudi, co ta da thé hién tai xoay x@ tot hon nhiéu so vGi
anh chang Kurata von dugc cung chiéu nhu tritng mong.

Khi Kurata lan dau tién dé cap chuyén dé c6 ra mat gia dinh ciu ta,
Kyoko da thang thirng tir choi. Vé phan gia dinh cau ta, bon ho cling phan
d6i c6 ta ra mat. Nhung c6 da thong minh nén da lwong trwedc, dién tron vai
nguoi biét tha phan. Lic nay Kurata khong con sy lya chon nao khac ngoai
ding vé phia co ta. Kyoko da ké cho t6i moi diéu vé gia thé c6 dy. Chiing
toi da ban bac rdt lau. C6 dy chdng viéc gi phdi xdau ho cd... T6i mudn két
hén cting c6 dy. L.oi 1é ctia cau ta han chinh 1a 16i ctia Jun vai nam sau nay.

Thai d6 tha thiét khan nai cia Kurata da thu dwoc thang 1gi, cho du cau
va phu huynh van tiép tuc tranh cai cho mai tdi tan dam cuwdi vao thang Sau
nam 1987.

“Me t0i da phan doi dén phut chét, nhung bo t6i da thuyét phuc ba. T6i
khong chac lam, nhwng doi lic t6i c6 cam giac trong qua khi bo toi cling
ti'ng c6 mot Kyoko cta riéng ong. Chi cé diéu 6ng da bé roi co ay. Han t6i
da khudy dong nhitng ky (tc xa xam trong 6ng. Ong ching bao gid tam s,
nhung c6 lan khi me vang mat, 6ng da dé 10 cam xtc, bao véi tdi rang doé la
cudc song cua toi, la muc tiéu dich thiyc ma t6i nén bam 14y dé khéi hoi tiéc
vé sau.” Luc cu6i Kyoko, Kurata hai mwoi sdu tudi. Cau ta han du tién dé
theo dudi cac tro 1ang man.

“Kyoko khéng muon t6 chitc dinh ddm. Sé khong cé nguwdi ho hang nao
cta co tdi dam cuwoi cd. Khong cha me, khong nguoi than. Chang toi trai
qua ky trang mat bon ngay & Kyushu...” Kurata tam ngirng. Cau dua tay l1én
vuot madt r6i ké tiép. “Chuing to6i dén uy ban phuong, dang ky ho khau méi
cho hai vg chong, to gidy méng manh cho thay c6 ay la vg chinh thitc cta
toi. Chang t6i rat ty tin, va ty hao vi minh dang vun dap cho mot cudc song
méi.”

“Chi c6 mot diéu toi van chwa hiéu 1am,” Honma néi. Kurata di tat thudc,
nguwdc mat 1én. “Ban than Kyoko khong phai 1a ngwdi mang ng. Bo me co6

https://thuviensach.vn



ta m@i la nguwdi vay ng, cht yéu la bo c6 ta, phai khong? Vé phuong dién
phap ly, khong mot tay doi ng thué nao c6 thé de doa ép c6 ta tra tién. Cau
khong xin dwgc lénh cua toa 4&n ngan cdm hanh vi cia ching a?” Theo luat
phap Nhat Ban, cha me va con cdi, vg va chong cung chiu trach nhiém vé
mén ng chi khi ho cung ky vao hgp dong vay ng.

“Chac chan roi, luat quy dinh nhw vay,” Kurata mim cwoi néi. “Nhung
dam nguoi do biét cach lach luat. Bon ching khong bao gio bao véi Kyoko
rang cO ay chiu trach nhiém phap ly, ma chi dé c6 ay doc nhitng gi bon
ching soan san.”

D6 la mén tien b6 me may da muwon. May dugc thtra hudng tir ho. Gio
da den lic phdi tra dia. Nay, may nhé bdo c6 dau nhé xinh ctia may la né
phdi chju trdch nhiém day.

“Bon chiing c 16n vén xung quanh roi néi, ‘Bo may sé goi dién, chi can
néi cho bon tao biét ldo ay ¢ dau.” Chuing to6i c6 thé tra 1oi 1a khong biét,
toan bo cau chuyén chang lién quan gi dén chdng t6i, nhung bon ching
khong dé dang tir bo. Bon chiing dén go cira khach hang cua ching t6i, than
van vGi ho la bon ching rat khé khan vi mén ng ma gia dinh c6 Kyoko
chay lang. Tham chi c6 mot ngan hang tGi hiy hgp dong véi ching t6i.”
Chi riéng viéc nay khong thoi ciing da khién Kurata lao dao khi bao vé co
vo dau tién ctia minh.

“Viéc tuyén bo pha san thi sao?” Honma hoi. “Khong phai Kyoko ma la
bo c6 ta. Chang lé c6 ta khong tim dwgc bé minh, thuyét phuc 6ng nop don
tuyén bd pha san a? Véi mic 1ai suat cong don trong sudt bon nam, han
khoan ng phai 1én dén mudi triéu, ro rang nhiéu nhw thé thi mot nguwdi lam
cong an lwong binh thuwong chang thé nao trd ndi. Theo téi nhd thi tirng co
mot treong hop twong tw nhw vay.” Hodc thoi gian khong dai bang. Vi sao
ong ta khong nop don tuyén bo pha sdn & Mureyama, tredc khi ca gia dinh
chay tron? Phai chang chi vi 6ng ta khong biét? Dbiéu gi d6 ma luat sw
Mizoguchi titng néi chgt 1wt qua tam tri anh. Tdt nhién chdng can thiét
phdi hy sinh hang chuc van nguoi moi nam.
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“Vao quang doé, ching t6i chang thé nao tim dugc bo ¢6 dy,” Kurata ndi,
giong cau nhé dan thanh tiéng 1am bam cubi cau.

“Cau di tim ong ta a?”
“Téat nhién la bon t6i di tim 6ng ay chit.”
“Kyoko khong thay mat dé don pha san dwgc a?”

Kurata bat cwoi. “Néu dé dang thé thi chac khong ai gap rac roi ca.
Kyoko phéi chiu dung bdi vi diéu do 1a khong thé. Ching t6i da tim dén
luat sw, 6ng ay cho ching t6i hay, ¢ dat nwdc ching ta luat phap dac biét
coi ng nan hoan toan la viéc ctia nguoi vay ng, khong thanh vién nao trong
gia dinh c6 thé thay mat dé don pha san duwgc. Ro rang Kyoko khong chiu
trach nhiém phap 1y nay nén dang 1€ khong phdi ganh phai nhitng phién
todi do moén ng ctia b6 c6 dy mang lai. Pang 1€ c6 ay sé khong bao gio bi
bon doi ng thué de doa. Vi thé, theo lé thwong tinh ma néi, cling theo phap
luat, khi b6 c6 &y mang ng, c6 dy khong cé quyén dé don tuyén bé pha san.
K@ ca khi toa c6 ban an 1énh bdo vé c6 ay cling chang ich gi, nhat 1a vdi
nhitng ngwoi kinh doanh nhw ching téi. Khach hang c ra vao vao sudt,
ong khong thé ngan ho lai dé kiém tra gidy t0. Vi mon ng cia bo cd ay qua
hién nhién nén khong thé xin che gidu nhan than. Bon dau gdu lai chang
dong tay dong chan may, nén canh sat cling chang lam dwgc gi. Khéng can
thiép vao cong viéc ndi bo cua nhau la nguyén tac hang dau caa bon ho.
Khi kiém soat mot nguwdoi, bon ching luén can than khong dé lai dau vét
nao, vi thé ching t6i cling chang biét lam gi nita. Kyoko, t6i va b6 me t6i,
tat ca ching t6i mudn phat dién 1én dwgc. Nhan vién cho ching t6i cling ra
nhau bo viéc... Luc do, luat su cua ching t6i néi chi c6 mot bién phap duy
nhat. Tredc hét, Kyoko phdi chinh thitc tuyén b6 bo c6 dy mat tich, tuyén
bo rang c6 khong lam sao biét dwgc 6ng con song hay da chét. Néu toa
chép thuan, bd c6 sé bi gach tén khéi s6 hé khau. Kyoko c6 thé dén toa an
chuyén xtr cac vu tranh chap trong gia dinh, tirt bd moi rang budc vé di san
ctia bd c6 ay dé lai, trong treong hop nay la di sdn ng cia ong dy. Van deé la
muon tuyén bo mot ngwdi mat tich, phdi trdi qua bady nam ké tr lan cu6i
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ngwoi do duge nhin thdy hay duwgc nghe ké. VGi hoan canh cia Kyoko,
khong c6 ai c6 thé dgi dugce 1au nhw thé. Vi thé luat sw khuyén ching toi
nén xem xét mot kha ning khac 1a bé Kyoko da chét. Ong ay 1a lao dong
thdi vu nén cé thé bat dac ky tr trén dwong ma khong ai biét. Néu ching toi
c6 thé chitng t6 duge 6ng da chét, c6 ay co thé rii bé quyeén thira ké ngay
tirc khac. Hodc tiép nhan mon ng cia 6ng b6 va dung né nhw mot diéu kién
co ban dé dé don pha san. Két qua déu nhu nhau ca. Vi thé t6i va Kyoko
cung nhau lén Tokyo, sau khi di gdp vai nguoi ho hang xa ¢ do, chung toi
t@i cac thuw vién.” “Dé xem qua mdy cuén Cong bao a?” Cong bao hang
thang cia chinh quyén thanh pho déu dan dwa ra danh sach nhitng xac chét
chwa dwge nhan dién. Trong do6 c6 cot “Ngwoi chét lwu dong”, mot cach noi
giam dé khoi phai nhac dén nhitng tr nhuw “lang thang” hay “vé gia cu”.
Vi ddc thu cong viéc, ban than Honma thinh thodng ciing phai luc lai dam
Cong bao. Do nhitng bang ké nhitng con nguoi vo danh chi c6 ghi ngay va
noi mat la mot viéc lam t6n nhiéu thoi gian, lai dé gay nan long. “Nam, tén
va dia chi: khong biét; tu6i: 60 dén 65; chiéu cao tam mdt mét sau; nhe can;
madc do kaki, di ing cong nhan.” Chang khac nao lang vang quanh mot
nghia dia toan nhitng bia da vo danh.

“Toi sé khong bao gio quén,” Kurata n6i, mat van nhin mwa ngoai ctta.
“Kyoko ngoi bén chiéc ban ¢ thw vién, mai mé tim trong dam Cong bao,
xem c6 dong miéu ta nao phu hgp véi b6 c6 ay hay khong... Khong, tham
chi con kinh khung hon thé.” Giong cau ta nhé va day cang thang. “C6 ay
1at gid cac trang hét gio nay sang gid khac. Cé qua nhiéu thong tin. Han c6
ay da quén t6i lan moi thit trong phong, badi vi t6i nghe ¢6 dy 1am bam mat
minh, thi thim md&t minh thi ding hon, ‘B6é oi, bd chét di, bo chét di.” B
dé cua c6 ay co day! Toi soc vo cung... Lic bdy gid t6i mdi nhan ra con
nguoi that cta co dy. Co6 diéu gi do do vo bén trong t6i.”

Cho du luén miéng noéi rang yéu Kyoko, nhung chuyén nay la qua stc
do6i vai cau ta, dita con ctia mot gia dinh tran day yéu thwong va ludn san
tién nghi: canh Kyoko do hét danh sach nhitng xac chét chwa dugc nhan
dién dé tim ra mot cai xac gan giong bd minh. Ai c6 thé trach ciu ta dugc?
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Chi trong thoang choc, co ta da pha tan cudc doi ho dy dinh chung vai
cung nhau. Xé tan tanh thanh nhitng manh vun. “T6i bdo c6 dy: Co nén
nhin ky vao guwong,” giong Kurata hoi lac di. “Co la ac quy.”

Tryc giac caa Honma da dung. Kyoko Shinjo hanh dong hoan toan mot
minh. Nhitng béng ma san du6i c¢6 ta cudi cung cling da xua dudi ca nhitng
nguoi khac.

Giong Kurata lic nay nhé nhw 16i thi tham. “Ching t6i chinh thitc ly di
vai tuan sau d6.” Thang Chin nam 1987, sau dam cwdi ba thang. Chac day
la diéu c6 ta &m chi khi néi Ldy chong tw rat sém, roi chdng di t6i ddu cd,
Wada titng ké thé. “Sau khi chia tay, t0i tin la c6 ta trd lai Nagoya tim
viéc.”

Nhuw vay, tén cha cd ta sé duwgc nhap trd lai ho khau gia dinh &
Mureyama. Muon kiém tra thong tin nay ciing dé. Chirng mot nam sau, c6
ta tim duwgc viéc & Osaka, va sé lai dwong dau v6i nhitng phién todi cdi.

“Sau do, toi chang biét chuyén gi xay dén véi Kyoko,” Kurata no6i dai
khai. “Nhung 6ng biét khong, khi ching t6i méi 1ay nhau, co6 dy néi phai
thong bao v&i mot nguwdi ban. T6i nhé ¢ dy da gti cho ban minh mot tdm
buru thiép. Mot c6 gai nhiéu tudi hon da gitp do c6 ay khi c6 ay lam viéc
nita ngay ¢ Nagoya. Han & nha t6i con lwu dia chi co ta, du c6 thé c6 ta da
don di noi khac.”

Tran mua ra rich khién pho xa thwa vang han, nho dé ho dé dang bat taxi
dén mot villa, tang trét cho nay han bang ca t6 hgp dich vu noi Honma
song. Hang rao go moc wét nhep va sach sé, canh cong twong kin dao va
oai nghiém. Nguéc lén, thay bén dwdi mai ngdéi la tdm bién c6 dong chir
viét tay: So Mon - Canh cong nu cwdi. Ngoai ra con c6 mot doan day ngan,
duwgc coi nhw mot bua chi ctia Than Pao. Rat an twgng.

Honma nghi minh nén ding dgi bén ngoai. Sau nam phut, Kurata tro ra.
Mot tay cam manh gidy xé ra tir tap gidy nhd tay kia cam mot cay du. Khi
canh cong md ra réi dong lai, Honma thoang nhin thay chiéc xe dap nhé ba
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banh mau dé nam chong cho trén con dwong lat da cudi mau trang. Co thé
la cua con gai Kurata.

“Pay.” Kurata chia mau gidy ra trudc, tiép do la cay du. “Toi khong biét
ong c6 6 chwa. Néu ong khong muon mang vé Tokyo thi hay bé lai & nha
ga.”

Honma cadm on cau ta r6i khong quén hoi vé doan day.

“A, d6 1a tuc 18 viing nay.” Cau ta dap.

“T6i doan la c6 lién quan dén Dién tho Ise, phai khong?”

“Pung thé,” Kurata n6i. “Day cling la diéu dau tién ngudi ta nghi ra khi
nhac téi Kyoko. Mot ngwdi rat mé tin. Néu phai an mong tay vao twong, co
ay sé doc kinh, dé khéi bi nham duwong lac 16i.”

Lan dau tién trong giong cau ta cé chut am diéu thwong yéu danh cho co6
gai tirng la vo chong vanh cua minh.

“Nhung cau kinh ciing khong dudi dugc dam doi ng thué.” Anh bo sung.

Duong nhuv chang gi ¢6 thé dudi dugce bon chiing.
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Chuong 24

Kurata noi tén co gai do la Kaoru Sudo. Co ta ¢ quan Moriyama,
Nagoya.

Nhung nguoi trie tong dai khong thé tra ra s6 dién thoai nén Honma
danh phdi ty tim hiéu. Viéc dau tién anh lam vao budi sang la don chuyén
tau cao toc va danh gan hét ngay do hoi loanh quanh khu vuc, cudi cung
mot cau bé ban bao bdo anh la c6 Sudo da chuyén nha tir hai nam truwdce.
Khéng con cach nao khac, anh phdi cau citu Funaki dé biét dia chi mdi cta
c6 ta. Anh tré lai Tokyo, vé dén nha Iic nira dém.

DPeén trong bép van sang. Tamotsu ngoi bén ban, khong biét la Honma da
vé. Cau ta nan lai dé dén gap nhitng nguoi tirng cung lam viéc v6i Shoko &
Cong ty Thrwong mai Kasai, quan bar Gold va Lahaina. Cau ta ciing da hoi
chuyén nhitng ngudi hang x6m cii ctia c6 ta ¢ toa nha Kawaguchi Co-op va
Kinshicho.

“T6i ve r6i day!” Honma ndi to. Tamotsu giat minh, dau goi cau ta giat
ban cham tring mat dwdi cua ban. Cau ta cudi, loay hoay gitt cudn sach
dang chuc trgt xudng san.

Moi khi di xa, Honma c6 théi quen hang ngay goi dién vé nha. Lan nay,
Isaka bat may r6i ca ngoi vi khach Tamotsu mai khong thoi. Lich sw, cham
chi. Tham chi cau ta con rita ca bat dia. “Cau ta dac biét quan tam tGi
Makoto. Sau chuyén con Pau Dat, thang bé thyc sy that vong. Nho co
Tamotsu @ day, tam trang no6 da kha 1én dang ké.”

Honma nghe thé phan khéi 1am. Sau vu viéc xay ra véi con Bau bat, anh
khong biét nén an i con trai minh nhw thé nao.

https://thuviensach.vn



Tat ca nhitng gi Honma c6 thé néi dwgc véi Tamotsu vao ldc nay chi 13,
“Chau c06 vé rat tap trung. Dang xem gi thé?”

“Cai nay a.” Tamotsu trai rong hai trang ra cho anh xem.
“Co6 vé la s6 luvu niém cap ba a?” Honma noi.

Cau ta gat dau. “Cua Shoko va cua chau. Chéau da thu thap hét: tir thoi
mau gido, tiéu hoc, cap hai, cap ba.” Bon cudn s6 c6 mau sac va kich c@
khac nhau, cudn s6 Ivu niém cap ba dé ngo, nam & trén cung.

“Chau c6 da ca luon a?” Cap mat Honma ddo qua hang loat gwong mat
vi thanh nién.

“Khong a,” Tamotsu than nhién dap. “May cudn nay cua Shoko.”
Honma thinh linh ngwéc mat 1én, bat gap anh mat cau ta.

“0 trang cubi cling ndy, c6 chit ky ctia ban bé ¢6 ay, Shoko viét tén cd ay
¢ gitta.” Pay roi, “Shoko Sekine”, cai tén dugc viét bang nhitng nét manh
va ngap nging, bao quanh dé la vo s6 cai tén cung 1oi nhan nhu.

“Chau lay chiung & dau vay?” Chang hé thay bong dang cua ching & can
hé Kawaguchi Co-op. Giong nhu ba chi nha Nobuko Konno da noéi - véi
vé thao doi, gid anh méi hiéu ra - nhitng cudn s6 lwu niém va anh chup la
loai dwoc thu thap dau tién khi ngwdi ta chay tron lic nita dém. Kyoko hiéu
dwgc nhitng nguy co cé thé xdy dén khi dé nhitng thit nhw vay lai. Du sao
thi khi anh va Jun tim khap can hé & Honancho, noi c6 gai xung la Shoko
Sekine song, khong hé thdy cuon s6 luwu niém nao ca.

“Thyc ra may cubn s6 nam & mot noi khé ngo tdi,” Tamotsu noi. “Mot
nguoi ban cii caa Shoko gitt ching. Co gai nay chung ta da tirng hoi chuyén
16i, tén c6 ay la Yumi. Khi chau héi han tin titc c6 ay tir nhitng ngwoi ban
cii, chac hdan moi nguwdi da khao nhau, béi vi Yumi goi cho chau, bdo rang
dang git* cuon s6 Iwu niém cia Shoko. Co 4y mang chung tdi nha chau, me
chau gwri dén day cho chau.”

“C6 thue la Shoko giti may cudn nay & cho co ta khong?”
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“Khong, van dé la ¢ ddy.” Tamotsu 1ay ra mot chiéc phong bi méng. Bui
bam vi bi bo quén lau ngay, chiéc phong bi da duwgc cat & canh bén. Bén
trong la mot to thw, danh may trén gidy van phong.

Yumi thdn mén!

Té xin loi vi dwong dét ddy thir nay sang cdu. T¢ biét chdc cdu sé ngac
nhién khi nhdn buu kién I6n thé nay, nhung t& c6 viéc can nho dén cau.
Cdu sé giir mdy cuén s6 luu niém ndy gium t&@ mét thoi gian nhé?

T6¢ dodn la cdu dd nghe ké vé nhitng chuyén khéng hay xdy dén véi to
trén Tokyo. T6 cam thdy khéng vui vé gi & ddy, thadm chi t6 khong biét ly do
vi sao minh khong vui.

Gio me t¢ dd qua doi, to phdi tu lv'c cdnh sinh, t& biét can phdi sdp xép
lai cuéc séng cua minh mét chut. Nhung moi lan nhin mdy cuén sé luu
niém nay, t& lai hoi twdng nhitng diéu té hai minh da gdy nén. TS khéng co
du diing khi dé nhét chiing sau ti do roi lo di. Cau la ngudi ban tot nhdat
cua t8, cdu co thé giir chiing ho té duoc khong?

bén mét ngay khi té co thé binh thdn ngdm chiing va cam thdy tu tin, to
sé tdi lay. Nhung tw gio cho dén lic do, cdu gitr gitp t6 nhé?

Cdam on cau!

Than,

Shoko

Honma doc t& thw hai lwgt, sau d6 cam cudn s6 lwu niém cap ba 1én, gid
dén trang gidy viét tay.

Hady la ban t6t cia nhau mdi mdi nhé!-Yumi Nomura.

Bén dudi dong chit than tinh 1a dau vét cta nhitng giot nwdc mat da kho:
dau hiéu cudi cung ctia xtic cdm con gai.

“La thw nay la cuia Kyoko Shinjo giti cho Yumi,” Tamotsu néi, d6i mat
cau nheo lai.
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Sao cau ta khang dinh chac chan nhw vay nhi? La thw c6 viét 1a me c6 ta
da “qua doi”, nhv vay nd duwgc thao ra sau thang Muwoi mot nam 1989.
“Yumi néi co6 ta nhan dugc la thu nay vao lic nao?”

Tamotsu 16i tap gidy ghi chép da quan goc cta cau ra. “Co ay da viit gidy
boc buu kién nén khong xem duwgce dau buu dién, nhung ¢ ay doan la vao
mua xuan sau khi me Shoko mat.” Mua xuan nam 1990. Shoko bién mat
khoi can hg & toa nha Kawaguchi Co-op vao ngay 17 thang Ba. Néu géi
buu kién duwogc guwi tir trede do, c6 thé Shoko da ty tay gwti, néu sau thoi
diém nay thi 1a Kyoko. That kho biét dugc.

“Yumi no6i Iic do6 c6 ay don dep 4o quan mua xuan va mua he. Cé ay nhg
béi vi phai danh cho dé mdy cudn so6 lwu niém sau ngan ti quan 4o. Nho do
chau biét khong phai Shoko gtri ching dén.”

“Nhung khé ma két luan dwgc néu chi dwa vao thoi diém cat do quan
mua dong di. Co thé 1a vao thang Ba, hoac la thang Tw.”

“Utsunomiya lanh hon Tokyo. Khong ai lam viéc d6 vao thang Ba ca.
Chéau dam bao véi cha day.”

Tamotsu noi day tu tin, nhung Honma ban khoan vi sao ciu ta chac chan
nhu vay, bdi moi nha c6 mét théi quen khac nhau. “Con gi khac khoéng, co
ta con ké diéu gi gitp ching ta xac dinh ngay thang khong?”

Cau ta lat cuon s6 ghi chép thém vai trang. “Giong nhw chuyén co ay
quén mang chitng minh tht nén ban dau bwu dién khong cho nhan bwu kién
é’y a?”

“Pgi da y cau la khéng c6 nguwdi & nha khi buru dién chuyén dé dén, vay
nén Yumi phai tGi tan noi dé 1dy ha?”

Tamotsu 16ng ngéng giai thich. “Vang, chau doan thé. Chau da ké khong
ranh mach lam nhi? Khi ¢6 dy nhan gidy bao la c6 buwu kién Shoko Sekine
gtti cho minh, c6 ay khong nghi ra dugc 1y do nao. Vi thé ngay sang hom

https://thuviensach.vn



sau c6 ay di nhan hang, nhung khi mé ra va thdy may cuon so6, c6 dy ndi da
cam thay hoi byc.”

“T6i hiéu la gia dinh Yumi khong cé ai & d6?”
“Nha ho 1a quan ban hang, nén ltic nao ciing c6 nguwdi. Chi hom &y, bon
ho tinh c@ c6 viéc di vang hét ca.”

“Sao bon ho lai vang mat?”

“Pé xem chau c6 hoi cau nay khong.” Tamotsu liéc qua phan ghi chép.
Mot lic sau, cau ta gai dau to vé hai tiéc.

“Khong, chau da khong nghi ra dé hoi.”

Honma nghi ngoi gidy lat roi hoi, “Chau khong phién néu téi xem qua
cuon s6 chau mang di khap noi kia chi¥?”

Trong cau ta c6é vé xau ho. “Vang. Chit viét ctia chau hoi 16n xon, nhung

p »

ma...

Phan ghi chép cua cau ta ding la khong dwgc rd rang lam. Tamotsu ghi
ngay thang cu thé & dau moi trang, cung vai tiéu dé “Loi ké cta Yumi”.
Ban dau 1oi hoi va 1oi dap dugce ghi chép c6 trat tw, nhung khi cude noi
chuyén s6i noi hon, cac dong bat dau cach quang tw do, chit viét 1én xudng
that thwong. Tuy nhién d6 van la mot ban ghi chép ding quy cach. Cé mét
doan chi xudt hién mdt cau duy nhat. “Yumi ndi gian.” Ngay phia trén doan
do6, c6 may tw kich thich tri t6 mo: “tra cdm ti cau ngot”.

“Cai gi day?” Honma chi vao trang giay.

Tamotsu tac lwdi. “Trén duong tir bru dién vé nha, co dy thdy nguoi ta
cho udng tra ngot mién phi & ngo6i dén gan d6. Yumi nguoi kha day da
nhung véi nhitng mon d6 ngot, c6 ay khong thé cuwong lai duge. Co dy ludn
thich ké nhitng chuyén dé: hom nay t6i an mén nay, hém qua t6i dung moén
kia. C6 gi buon cwoi dau chir?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“C6 manh moi & doan nay,” Honma mim cuwoi. “Co ta dirng lai ¢ mot
ngoi dén trén dwong tir buu dién vé nha va uéng mot it tra cam tu cau, diéu
nay co nghia la gi?”

“Lé gi a?”

“Um, mot ndm chi c6 mot ngdy ngudi ta té chic hoat dong nay & cac
dén tho, Hana Matsuri, ngay 1é Phat dan, mung 8 thang Tw.”

Miéng Tamotsu ha hoc. “Nhw vay c6 nghia la...”

“Buu kién dé duwgc chuyén tdi vao ngay hom triwdc, mung 7 thang Tu.
Nhu vay Shoko khong phai la nguoi giri.”

“Qi 6i!” Cau ta reo 1én. “Nhu vy chau di 1am diing, phai khong a?”

Chi muc & cu6i cudn s6 lwu niém lan danh sach 16p déu xép Shoko
Sekine va Yumi Nomura vao cung “Nhém B, Nam tht ba”. Nhu vay 10i
nhdn “ban t6t” trén trang gidy viét tay khong phdi la ly do khién Kyoko
dong gia Shoko quyét dinh giri may cudn so t6i cho Yumi.

Theo nodi dung 14 thw, c6 thé thdy Kyoko biét 1a moi nguwdi & qué Shoko
da dugc nghe ké vé nhitng van dé rac réi c6 dang gap phdi. Co6 1é chinh
Shoko da ké hét cho Kyoko nghe khi ctung di tham quan nghia trang. Do6i
lic ngwoi ta thay thodi mai khi ké chuyén véi ngwoi hoan toan xa la - mot
tai x€ taxi, hodc mot khach ngoi trén ghé dau quan bar - nhitng diéu ho sé
khong bao gio thé 10 v&i mot ngwdi ban thye sy. Toi khong biét anh, anh
cling khong biét t6i: cai hay nam & do. Nhat la ¢ nghia trang, ngudi ta con
c6 chuyén gi khac dé néi ngoai nhitng cau chuyén budn trong doi? Han
Kyoko da moi cac thong tin nay, vo dong cam dé Shoko thé 10.

Nhung néu vay thi sao co ta khong nhac gi t6i vu pha san? Co ta khong
muén vOi vang, hay vi chi dé nay qua nang né, khong thich hop dé tan
gau? Mia mai thay, néu Shoko ké chuyén d6, han gig c6 ta van con song,
van & tai can ho thudc toa nha Kawaguchi Co-op, van lam viéc & quan
Lahaina.
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“Khi nhan mdy mén doé nay, Yumi c6 dé y dia chi ctia nguwoi giti khong?
Chau co hai co ta khong?”

Tamotsu lai lac dau. “Chau cé hoi nhung c6 ay khong nhg. Bay do &
Sataima, c0 4y bdo thé.”

Nhu vay c6 thé 1a tir toa nha Kawaguchi Co-op. “Yumi c6 ké c6 ta cam
thdy thé nao khi dot ngot nhan dwgc nhitng thi nay khong? Ngoai cam giac
bure boi sau khi di nhan chiing vé?”

“A, cb ay rat ngac nhién.” Tamotsu chi vao 15i nhdn nhit Hdy la ban tot
cua nhau mdi mdi nhé! “Thyc ra 10i nay kha la khoa trwong.”

“Cau muodn ndi la bon ho khong phai ban than?”

“Khong phdi bon ho khéng hoa hgp, nhung chwa dén mic than thiét,”
cau ta nhun vai. “Niém vui t6t nghiép khién bon ho xich lai gan nhau hon.
Vi thé khi doc thw, Yumi nghi, ‘Cé nang Sekine nay that hay lo lang...””
Cau ta cup mat xudng. “Va roi khi may cuén s6 duwgc chuyén tdi day, tham
chi trede khi biét vé ngay buu kién dugc gii di, y nghi dau tién cta chau
van la, ‘Nay nay, Shoko khong bao gio gti cho Yumi nhitng thit nay.”” Cau
ta ké cham rai, v&i niém tin chac chan. “Pén khi doc 14 thw do, chau cling
da nghi, Shoko khong phai nguoi viét 1a thw.”

“Sao lai khong?”

“Shoko khéng tiéc thuwong qua khit nhuw thé. Co dy khong phaéi tuyp
nguwoi chi di ngam lai may cuén sé lwu niém roi than trach cho cudc séng
hién tai. Shoko thuwong bao thdi di hoc cia c6 dy chang c6 diéu gi tot den
ca.”

Co6 ly, Honma nghi. M6t tudi tho khong may hanh phic gitp ly giai vi
sao c6 ta lai ban loan khi muén lam diéu gi d6 d6i vdi cudc séng ctia minh.
That khong may, c6 ta da chon lam dwong dé theo dudi gidc mo. Thay vi
chi déng bién minh thanh mot nguwdi khac, co ta lai chi mua mot tdm
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guong, soi minh roi tw coi d6 la nguwdi khac. Mot tdim anh phéan than trén
mot chiéc thé nhua.

“Shoko da chét, rot cudc chau phai thira nhan sy thyc. Shoko khong bao
gio lam nhitng chuyén nhu thé nay.” Giong Tamotsu tré nén nang né, day
cam chiju. “Vtra nhin thdy may cu6n s6 lwu niém, chau da biét. Co ay chét
r6i.” Cau budng thong tay khoi ban, nam chat thanh nam dam, chang phai
gian di* hay buén dau ma nhv mu6n nam lay nhitng ky ttc vé co6 ban cil.

Mot 1at sau, Tamotsu nai Honma ké nhitng diéu anh biét vé Kyoko
Shinjo.

Cau ta cham chu lang nghe, khong n6i mot 10i. Cudi cung khi Honma
nging lai, tat cd nhitng gi cdu ta thot 1én chi la, “Mot c6 gai ky la.”

“G1 co?”

“Hinh nhw nhitng viéc c6 ta lam la chwa du, co ta con di giti may cudn so
lIru niém cho mo6t ngwoi ban cii cia Shoko. Sao c6 ta khdng quang ching di
nhi? Chi can quang di thoi. Sao c6 ta lai phai gid vo thwong cam Shoko?”

Tamotsu dot ngdt day ghé lui sau, nhanh nhen ditng vut 1én, sai budc qua
phong khéach dé tién ra ban céng t6i mo. Cau ta ding do, ngudi twa vao cira
s0. Dy treo quan 4o cang ngay trén dau cau ta. Chiéc 4o len trang dinh sat
vao mat ctra kinh. Lwng cau ta quay vé phia Honma, c6 xwong cé thit hon
nhitng béng ma, nhwng trong rong bén trong. Co don dén cuc do.

That khong dé lan theo dau vét c6 ban & Nagoya cta Shoko. Funaki da
lien lac v6i canh sat dia phwong & Utsunomiya, nhung bon ho cao ban
khong gitp dugc. Trén thuc té, ban than Funaki cling chang c6 thoi gian
déng vai nguoi trung gian. Honma biét minh ng ban hét lan nay dén lan
khac, nhung con ngwoi Funaki von rat tot bung. Hon nita, Honma da pha
dwgc vu an cudp cua giét ngwoi cé chu y ma Funaki dang theo. Vu an dugc
gidi ma dung nhv Honma lwong triede. Canh sat bat gitt vo tay doanh nhan
xau s6 cung mot dong nghiép chia c6 ta tir thdi con lam thw ky. Bong co cia
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bon ho rat don gian: noi thém mudn gia sdn va cong viéc kinh doanh cta
nguoi chong.

“Cau dung la thién tai,” Funaki bdo anh thé. Honma gan nhu cé thé thay
dwoc gwong mat sang birng cua ban, du la qua dién thoai.

“Lam sao ma tém duwoc thé?”

“Nho kién nhan. Bon t& 1ap titc cho nguwoi theo doi. Nhw vay c6 thé nhin
ra nhat c nhat dong cta ching. Cudi cung, a gba phu da 16i dudi cdo. Bon
t& goi a tdi tham van, réi moi viéc ¢ dién tién thoi, tang tang tang! Co a
bat dau khéc nhw mwa. Boi lic tro can ndo nay thwe dién chét di dugc.”
Sau khi tom lwge nhitng loai tha tuc can lam, Funaki néi, “Thyc sy cau da
chi cho t& cach tw duy vé 16i suy nghi cua nguwdi khac.”

“Luc nao cau cha noi thé.”

“Lan nay thi t& nghi thé that ddy. Nhan day cau thit doan xem nhé. Cau
nghi & vg ¢ dau khi lan dau cung c6 ban cii ban chuyén giét chong minh?”

Co6 1€ Funaki sé khong vui lam néu anh tra 16i ding, Honma biét truéc
nhu vay, nhung treede khi anh kip dwa ra 101 dap, Funaki da oang oang, “Tai
mot dam tang.”

“Pam tang ai?”

“Sép cii ctia bon ho. Truwong phong. Chinh xac hon la mét sép nit. Bi ung
thw, m&i ba muoi tam tudi. Suét quang thoi gian thay cting lam 1€, hai c6 a
ngoi canh nhau vach ra nhitng viéc can lam déi v&i ngudi chong.”

“T¢ thdy viéc nay rat hgp vai triét ly cdi tran 1a coi tam ctia nha Phat.”

Funaki chuyén chu dé. “Chuyén cua cau sao r6i? Co tién trién gi
khong?”

Honma ké téom tat cho ban nghe. Funaki néi dit khoat, “Coi co6 gai
Kyoko Shinjo nay la trong tam nhung thinh thodng cau cling phai quan tam
t¢i mot cai xac day.”
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“Um.”

“Cau da nho canh sat & Yamanashi tim thong tin vé cai xac bi cat roi do
chwa?”

“Van chua. Té da kha chac chan, nhung bay gio van la hoi voi. Hon nita
t¢ dang diéu tra vdi tu cach ca nhan.” Anh can c6 nhitng chitng c¢ thuyét
phuc trdc khi yéu cau cac quy trinh chinh thitc nhw xac dinh dau van tay.
“Cau nghe nhé, co gai A bién mat. Co gai B, déng gia co A, co 1€ da giét co
ta, nhung gio c6 B cling bién mat khong maot dau vét. Ai dai gi chay tGi don
canh sat yéu cau bon ho vao cudc v6i cau chuyén nhu thé chi?”

“Trr trvong hop cau tim dugce dac diém nhan dang c6 ta. Cau bao Shoko
Sekine c6 rang khap khénh ha? D¢ la dac diém dé nhan thdy ddy.” Funaki
bong nghi dén cai dau that lac. “Nhung dén day thi ching ta lai mo kim day
bé. Khong cach nao xac dinh duwoc.”

“That vay ha? Thé thi ciu han sé phdi ngac nhién v&i nhitng tin mai
nay.”

“Sao cg? Cau tim dugc gi roi?”

Honma nhac lai 161 Tamotsu. “Kyoko Shinjo la mot co gai la lung. Con
nguoi co ta... cau sé goi dac diém nay la gi nhi? Cé nguyén tac dao dirc?
Song cam tinh? Giéng nhuw v4i dam so6 lwu niém, c6 ta chi can quang ching
di 1a xong. Nhung khong, c6 ta chudc 1dy phién todi vi gii chiing dén mot
nguwoi ban cii cia Shoko. Hanh dong do6 c6 thé kéo theo ca chudi rac roi, ai
ma biét dwgc? N6 c6 thé nhan chim co6 ta.”

“U, t6 dong y vGi cau.”

“Khong logic lam. Dwong nhu c¢6 ta c6 nhitng nguyén tac riéng. Trong
moi viéc, co ta déu 1ap ké hoach va thyc hién v6 cung chinh xac, thé nhung
v6&i mdy cudn sO lwu niém, c6 ta lai dot nhién chuyén y. Nhw vay la khong
dong nhat.” Nhitng 10i chong cii Kyoko néi vé c¢6 ta van con gam trong dau
Honma, c6 ta la m6t ngudi vo cung mé tin. “Pé khéi tranh cai, ¢t gia st c6
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ta ra tay roi chat lia than minh bé viwong vai, nhung phai chén cai dau cho
tr te.”

“T6 hiéu.”

“Um...”

Hai nguwdi ban im lang trong gidy lat, r6i Funaki dot nhién noi: “Néu la
td, td sé thir tim & mo boé me Shoko xem sao.”

Honma cudi ty man. “Y twéng kha day. Nhung van dé 1a bon ho khong
c6 md.” BO me c6 ta déu chét trong canh nghéo ting, tro cot cia ho dang
nam trong binh hoa tang tai mot ngdi dén.

“Pugc roi. Tam dirng dé da vay. TG c quén la bon minh dang mo mam
gitta dém den.” Tac lwdi mot cai roi thé dai, Funaki gac may.

Trong khi Isaka di nghi dudng, lan dau tién Honma nam ngu lai trén tam
dém citng ctia minh sau mot quang thoi gian twéng chirng dai ca thé ky.
Anh c6 thé dé mat dén Makoto hon, va hoan thanh hét bai vat ly tri liéu vai
bac si Machiko. Su6t giai doan nay, Tamotsu déu dan ra khéi nha vao buoi
sang va tréd vé vao budi t6i cung v6i nhitng thong tin cau ta thu thap dwoc
trong ngay. Khong phai moi thit cau ta diéu tra duwgc déu phuc vu viéc tim
ra cho & hién tai cia Kyoko Shinjo. Cau ta qua chu trong dén cudc song cta
Shoko & Tokyo. Cé vai chi tiét nho két noi Shoko va Kyoko, mdc du vao
thoi diém nay tinh hitu dung cta ching con rat khiém t6n. Tamotsu biét vay
nhung van tiép tuc kién tri. Cau ta vo cung quyét tam.

“Co6 diéu nay chau muon héi chd,” mot budi tdi cau ta noi.
“Didu gi?”

Cau ta cau c6. “Chung ta sé tim dugc co a Kyoko Shinjo, phai khong
cha?”

“Toi cling mong vay.”
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“Chau la chung ta sé tim dugc co ta, phai khong chi? Chung ta sé khong
chuyén vu nay lai cho bén canh sat.”

“Chi khi chung ta pha dugc an.”

“Khi chii chau minh lam dwgc, khi ching ta gap 4, chau cé diéu thinh
cau chu, hay dé chau néi chuyén véi co a trede tién. Chau mudn nghe a néi
nhitng diéu & budc phai néi.”

Ngay thit ba ké tir sau chuyén di Ise, Honma nhan duwgc dién thoai cta
Wada, ngudi quan ly tré tu6i & Roseline. Cau ta no6i da n6i chuyén véi
nhitng ngwoi tirng lam viéc véi Shoko va hién van con lam & d6, nhung cau
ta khong phat hién ra diéu gi dang lwu tam ca. Mac du vay, cau ta van mudn
goi cho Honma, dé anh biét la ciu ta khong quén 10i hita. Gio thi vé sot
sang clia cau ta da bat dau nhuém mau am mudi. Honma kha chac chan cau
ta da giip Kyoko tham nhap hé thong dit liéu ctia Roseline.

“Anh néi chuyén véi ban cung phong ctia c6 ay chwa? Tén co ta la gi
nhi? A vang, 1a Orie Chino.” Wada héi.

Honma da danh dau vao lich ngay Orie Chino tré vé sau chuyén du lich
nwdc ngoai. La ngay mai. “Chwa. C6 1€ c6 ta van dang & Sydney hodc
Canberra.”

“A vang, diing vay.” Cau ta hoi nhiu. Nghe chitng khéng thuyc sy muén
Honma noi chuyén véi c6 ta. Nhung cau ta khong gay bat cit can tré nao,
cling chang bay tro lau ca. Mot ga la lung.

“Mai toi s€ goi cho c6 ta. Du sao ciing cdm on cau da nhac. Co 1€ sau
nay toi sé lai phién t6i cau néu bat ngd c6 thém manh méi.”

Wada 16 vé lo lang, ci¢ nghe giong diéu rut reé roi lang 1€ gac may cda cau
ta thi biét.

Nghi rang minh nén n6i chuyén véi Orie ngay khi co ta tr@ vé, trudc khi
Wada kip t6i gap, Honma quyét dinh thtt van may vao sang hoém sau. Tuy
vay, khi suy tinh lai, anh cam thdy sé lich sy hon, va cé 1é con hiéu qua hon
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néu dé co ta danh mot ngay cho ban than. Vi vay anh tinh todn k¥ cang gio
co ta di lam vé vao ngay hom sau dé goi dién. Lan dau tién, anh nghe thang
may tra 16i ta dong; dén lan thit hai dich than c6 gai cam mdy. Ban dau c6
ta kha than trong, nhung khi nghe nhac dén tén Wada, c0 ta da thoai mai
hon nhiéu.

Sau mot hoi, c6 ta da lién thoang. “Chu biét day, hinh nhw anh Wada
khong chinh phuc dugce Kyoko.”

Hirm, da dén lic roi day. “O. Vay ra c6 chuyén d6 a?”

“Y chau 1a khi Kyoko & cuing phong v&i chau, chau khong biét dugc anh
ta chd c6 dy vé nha bao nhiéu lan. Kyoko khéng bao gio ké cho chau biét
c6 ay co6 thich anh ta hay khong, nhung c6 1€ anh ta da ty biét r6i.”

Dbiéu nay ly giai vi sao bay gid cau ta xoan xit 1én thé. C6 thé Wada hy
vong qua trinh diéu tra cia Honma sé kham pha dwogc diéu gi mang lai co
hdi cho cau ta ti€p can Kyoko.

“Vi song chung nén chau va Kyoko rat can than, tranh khong dong cham
nhau. Bé&i vay chau chang biét gi nhiéu. Hon nita, khi mot trong hai dita c6
thoi gian roi, bon chau toan tranh thu di choi.”

Doi long may Honma nhwdng 1én. “Co ta di choi vao cac ky nghi?”

“Vang. Chau khong biét chinh xac, nhung cé vé cac ky nghi cta co ay
déu rat tuyét.”

“Co ta co...”

“Bang lai a? Da c6, nhung xe thi toan phai di thué.”

“Co ta co di cung ai khong?”

“Um... ¢6 dy da phan di mdt minh, chdu nghi thé.”

D6 6 thé 1a nhitng chuyén di tham do, chuan bi cho budc chuyén vé sau.

“Vay co cling lam & Roseline a?”
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“Da. Chau lam & phong ky thuat hé thong. Viéc cua chéau la quan ly di
lieu cua cong ty,” co ta noi.

Han sy ngac nhién cia Honma da 16 r6 qua khi anh im lang héi 1au, bai
mot ltic sau Orie héi day lo lang, “A 16? Chu van con & d6 ch?”

“Guom hang. Co lam & phong ky thuat hé thong a?” Nhung Wada lai
bdo c6 ta lam cong viéc van phong. Nhw vay dé la mot 16i néi doi, cho du
nho6 nhat va vo hai.

“Pung vay a. Chau xtr ly dit lieu cua Roseline, Vuvon sinh thai Minami
va vai cong ty con khac.”

“Vay thuc ra c6 lam viéc ¢ dau?”

“Phong k¥ thuat hé thong ndm & tru s& Tap doan Mitomo. Chau quen
Kyoko nho bén tin noi bo.”

“Ban tin noi bo?”
“Chuyén muc tim nguwoi ¢ cung trén cac ban tin cta cong ty chau. Chau

da dang quang cdo. Mot minh thi bon chau khéng du tién thué can hd.”
Kyoko Shinjo, duwgc lam, Honma nghi.

“Cong viéc cta chau rat dac biét,” Orie néi tiép. “Vi vay nén lwvong bong
cling khong dén noi nao, trong khi Kyoko chi la nhan vién thir viéc. Ban
dau Chau ciing hoai nghi, khéng biét c6 4y c6 trd noi tién nha khong.
Nhung 6 ay té ra rat nghiém tic, vi vay chau dong y.”

“Co0 Chino, t6i muon hoi c6 mét cau kha nhay cam.”

“Chu ctt hoi di a.”

“Co Shinjo c6 bao gio nho c6 lay thong tin khach hang cho c6 ta
khong?”

CO gai strng sot im bat, roi bat cwdi. “Khong a, sao lai c6 ngwdi mudn
lam viéc d6?”

“Nhung néu c6 ngudi yéu cau, ¢d c6 lam duge khong?”
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“Téat nhién la dugc chwa,” c6 gai dap, va tiép tuc cuwoi. “Nhung néu sy
viéc 10 ra ngoai, chau sé ditng duwong ngay. Co thé con khong bao gio dugc
tiép tuc lam trong nganh ky thuat hé thong & thanh pho nay nita.” Honma
cling khong nghi Kyoko sé giao yéu t6 chu chét trong ké hoach ctia minh
cho mot nguwdi ¢ cing nha ma c6 ta m@i gap. Nhung anh kha chac chan...

“Um, thé con cdu Wada thi sao? C6 cé nghi cau ta s& lam néu Kyoko
nho khong?”

Co gai tra 1oi ngay tap luw. “DPap an qué dé. Chac chan la c6 chi.”

RO roi nhé, Honma nghi.

Nhung co gai mau chong phu nhan. “Khong c6 chuyén do dau.”

“Sao lai khong? Cau ta c6 quyén vdi thong tin trong may tinh chit nhi?”

Orie cudi to. “Oi cha, Wada chi thich bc phét véi cac khach hang thai.
Trén thyc té anh ta chang hiéu gi vé phong k¥ thuat hé thong ca dau. Anh ta
khong c6 tai khoan.” R6 rang theo quan diém ctia Orie, Wada chi la tay
nghiép du.

“T6i xin 16i vi phai ti€p tuc cha dé nay, vay trinh do tin hoc cua co
Shinjo thi sao? Liéu c6 ta c6 khd nang tham nhap hé théng mdy tinh cta
Roseline dé ty 1ay dir liéu khong?”

“Y chii 1a chuyén d6 da xay ra?”

“Khong, t6i chi dang kiém tra mot gia thuyét thoi. Khi con & chung vai
b, cb ta c6 boc 16 minh 1a ngudi biét x ly nhitng thao tac twong tw hay
khong?”

Co ta tra 101 ngay tirc khac. “Kyoko tham chi con hay liu lwdi khi néi tw
‘con chuot’ day a.”

“Con chuot?”

“Qi troi,” c6 gai cam than. “Chu biét khong, néu ma Kyoko biét cach 1dy
cap dit liéu may tinh thi dén lic chau lay chong, thay vi mac vay cudi, chau
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sé hoa trang thanh mot ga r6 bét cho chi xem.”
Honma bat cudi. Nhung lam sao c6 ta 1ay dugc thong tin vé Shoko nhi?

“O cling c6 ta, cd c6 thady dé chiu khong?” Anh thi chuyén huéng khai
thac.

“Khi ¢ cung a?”

“Co ta ngan nap hay luém thudém? Co ta c6 don dep nha ctra sach sé
khong?”

Giong Orie nghe chitng phan khéi hon hén. “A, chau hidu. Vé khoan nay
thi khong phai ban. C6 ay rat can trong chuyén tién bac, lai ndu an ngon
nita. Con mot it com thira trong tu lanh, c6 dy van lam dwgc mén com
chién tuyét ci meo.”

Honma nh¢ lai nhitng canh quat sang bong & can ho Honancho. “Co ta
c6 dung xang dé tay vét ban trén quat bép 10 khong?”

Orie strng sot. “Sao cha biét dwgc chuyén d6?”

“T6i nghe ngwoi quen cta c6 ta ké.”

“Da, ngoai trt* chuyén nay... Chau khong thich teo nao, mui xang boc lén
khap noi. Hon nita chau ciling sg dé xang trong nha nita. Chau da bdo c6 ay
dung chat tay rita. Nhung c6 dy khong chiu ma van cat mot chai xang nhé &
ngoai hanh lang. Ciling khong thyc sy nguy hiém, chau nghi thé, nhung ai
ma biét dugc, nhd c6 mdt chong bao & dé thi sao.” No6i dén day c6 gai lai
nhé ra chuyén khéac. “A, gid chdu méi nhé ra, Kyoko thudng mua mot to
bao.”

“Bao nao?”

“To Asahi, phai khong nhi?... Hay la Yomiuri?” C6 lam bam mot minh.
“Pung r6i, t0 Yomiuri chi a. Chau nhé la da bao vdi c6 ay t0 Yomiuri cia
Osaka hay hon nhiéu, viéc gi phai mua ban in ¢ Tokyo?”

“Co ta tra 10i sao?”
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“Um... chau quén mat roi. Co dy da néi gi nhi?”

Co thé Kyoko can biét cang nhiéu cang t6t vé Tokyo néu cd ta mudn
song ¢ do dudi vo boc ctia Shoko Sekine. Co thé thanh phd nay khoi goi
trong co ta thir cam xuc nao do6 va to bao ctua Tokyo chinh la cach co6 ta tw
nht ban than rang mot cudc song méi dang don doi. Vay nén moi budi toi
6 ta doc w6t cac s kién dién ra trong ngay & Tokyo.

“Co ta bat dau dat mua to Yomiuri tir khi nao?”

Orie nghi ngoi hoéi lau. “Gan nhw ngay khi chuyén tdi & cung, chdu doan
thé. Thinh thodng c6 ay con cat cac bai bdo dan vao s6 ctia minh.”

Dbay la lan dau tién anh dwgc nghe nhac dén cudn s6 cua c6 ta. “Bai
thudc chuyén muc nao? Co c6 nhé khong?”

Orie chi cudi. “Chau khong biét, c6 thé 1a cong thitc ndu moén an. Chau
khong dé y lam.”

Honma lién ddn c6 gai néu nhd thém diéu gi nita thi nhd goi cho anh.
ROi ca hay ngwoi gac mdy. R6t cudc diéu bi an van trong vong bi mat, ké ca
d6i vdi co ban ¢ cung nha tirng ng6i an cung ban vGi c6 ta hang thang troi.
Du vay, hinh anh Kyoko da dan dan hién rd: vao lam & Roseline, tim can
h6é & chung v6i mot nhan vién phong k¥ thuat hé thong, dua gion tinh cam
véi tay quan ly Wada, vach rd duwong di nwéc budc ctia minh. Nhung cudi
cung nho dau c6 ta lay dwgc thong tin vé Shoko? Cé phdi anh da quén
khong héi Wada diéu gi?

“Minh ttr bé théi,” anh 1én tiéng, khong nhan ra minh da noi to thanh 10i.

“B0 tir bé gi a?” Makoto dang lam bai tap & cai ban ngay canh day lién
cat tiéng hai. “Mot tro choi a?”

“Nay, c6 vé con dang kha phan khai ddy.” Thuc sy thang bé dang mim
cuwoi. Ké tir khi con Pau Pat bi giét chét, n6 hau nhw chang lam gi khac
ngoai viéc khoc thwong con cho, Honma khong biét nén gitp con trai minh
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ra sao. Sau cung thang bé dén tim bac Hisae dé dugc an i, Honma nhe hét
ca nguoi. “Con hét khéc réi chi?”
“Thinh thodng théi a. Con c6 thé chiu dwng dwgc. Nhung bac Hisae noi

néu khoc nhiéu, con sé bi dau tai.” Han Hisae da dung dén bai cac cau bé
diing cam khong khoc dau dé do thang bé.

“Ma bo biét sao khong?” Thang bé ké tiép. “Con va Kazzy da ban nhau
r6i. Bon con sé dap mo cho con PBau bat.”

Honma thdy khé hiéu. Chang phdi Isaka néi da tim khap noi ma khong
thdy xac con ché sao? Duwong nhw cdm nhan duwgc thac mac ctia bé minh,
Makoto giai thich thém, “Bon con dinh chon cai vong c6 ctia no.”

“Vong co6 a?”

“Da. Con Dau Dat c6 hai chiéc vong c6. Chiéc né deo khi mat tich la loai
tri bo chét. Bon con van giit chiéc vong c6 bang da. Chiéc nay dep lam a,
c6 dinh tén no niva.”

“Cac con dinh chon n6 ¢ dau?”

“Con van chwa biét. Kazzy dang tim cho nao dep mot chit. Néu bon con
bi mat chén né & trwdc cong vién Minamoto, b6 nghi dng bdo vé c6 nobi
dién lén khong?”

“Hirm, c6 vé khong hay 1am. Du sao do cting la m6t ngdi mo, phai khong
nao?”

Thang bé nhiu may, mot tay xoa xoa cam. “Vang, bon con ciing nghi
thé... Anh Tamotsu hita sé lam bia cho nd.” Cé vé con trai anh rat mén
Tamotsu. “Bac Tsuneo no tir gio' con Bau Dat sé bao vé me con. D6 1a cong
viéc chinh ctia né.”

Honma mim cuwdi. Isaka, anh xt ly tot lam!

“N6 lai c6 nhiéu khong gian chay nhdy choi dua nita.” Makoto nhin tdm
anh me minh trén ban tho. “Bo oi!”
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“Gi con?”
“Thang Tazaki dau gau do, sao né phai giét con Dau Dat b nhi?”

“B0 khong biét, con trai a. Con nghi sao? Thit ddt minh vao dia vi ctia n6
xem?”’

Makoto dung dwa do6i chan, ng6i ngam nghi. “C6 thé né thay chan
chuwong.”

“Chan chuong?”
“Vang, bo biét ddy, & nha, n6 khéng dwgc phép nudi ché.”

Chinh thang bé nay da néi rang khong dwgc nudi ché & khu nha cho
ngwoi thu nhap thap, néu Makoto khong mudn nhw vay thi bao vGi bé me
mua mot ngoi nha thyc s ma 6.

“Moi nguoi khao nhau vé chuyén nay & treong. Bac Tsuneo ndi bac ay
nghe hang xém nha Tazaki n6i hgo dinh nudi cho6, nhuwng ro6i lai thoi. Me
Tazaki n6i bon ho kiém tién xay nha da mét roi, ba &y khong muén mét con
chd x6i tung ca nha 1én.”

Honma nhin Makoto. “Nhw vay c6 1é ban Tazaki khong thyc sy mudn
giét con bau bat?”

“Y b6 la sao a?”

“Co thé Tazaki cling mu6n nudi con PBau bat, nhung gia dinh n6 khong
cho phép. Vi khéng duwgc nudi chd, né cling khéng muén Kazzy dwoc gitr
con cho.”

“Thé nén né giét con Bau Dat a?”

“Co vé la thé.”

“Sao né lai lam thé? N6 c6 thé tdi nha Kazzy choi vdi con Bau Dat lic
nao cling dugc ma.”
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“Co6 thé Tazaki khong nghi thé. Ciling c6 thé né qua that vong vi khong
dwogc nuoi ché.”

Makoto quay cay but chi trén dau may ngoén tay. “Boé biét bac Tsuneo noi
gi khong?” Thang bé nhiu may dé lap lai nhitng diéu von rat kho hiéu ma
né dugc nghe. “Béac ay noi trén doi c6 nhitng nguwoi khong bao gio thdy vui
vé trede nhitng viéc nguoi khac lam.”

ccU?”

“Khi thdy khong thich thit gi dé, ho sé tim cach pha héng. R6i vién ra
cac ly do. Cho nén néu Tazaki c6 giai thich vi sao né giét con Bau Pét, bon
con khong can phai lang nghe. N6 no6i gi khong quan trong, cha yéu la no6
da lam nhitng g1.”

Htrm. Nhitng 10i yém thé dén dang ngac nhién lai ti* miéng ctia mot
nguwoi on hoa nhw Isaka. Phdi chang Honma da hiéu sai vé con nguwoi anh
ta?

“Bac Tsuneo la ngwoi trong nha, phai khong nao? Bac ay va bac Hisae
c6 da tién, nhung bac ay khong mudn tr bé cong viéc nay. Néu nguoi khac
néi diéu gi khéng hay vé hai bac ay, bac Tsuneo ciing chang bu6n quan
tam. Ct dé mac ho ndi, mién sao ho khong cho miii vao viéc cia minh, bac
ay bao thé. ‘Thir dé bon ho gay phién toai cho bac xem, ho sé wéc minh
chwa tirng 1am thé.””

Makoto néi mot mach nhitng 10i nay, sau d6 mai ngirng lai ch'ng mot
phit. “Béac dy noi nhitng ngwoi lam viéc xau khoéng thyc sy suy nghi vé
viéc ho lam. Tazaki ciing thé.”

“Thé nén con sé khong tha thit cho Tazaki, y con la vay phai khong?”

Makoto lac dau. “Khong a, b6 dgi da. Bac dy ndi néu Tazaki dén xin 10i,
bon con nén tha thit cho n6.”

Nhe ca nguoi “Tot. Bo cling nghi thé.”
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Makoto c6 vé cling nhe nhom nén quay trg lai lam bai tap. Honma lai m¢&
t0 bao ra. Nhung Makoto van chwa chiu thoi.

“Bo ai!”

“Gi con?” L6 mat lén trén t0 bao dang m@, Honma thdy cau con trai lai
c6 vé lo lang.

“Co0 gai ma bo dang tim ay, b6 van chwa tim ra a?”

“U. B6 van dang tiép tuc.”

“Co ay co giét ai khong?”

“B6 van chua biét duwgc c6 ta da lam nhitng viéc gi.”

“Khi tim ra c6 ay, bo c6 dwa dén don canh sat khong?”

“Um, b6 va céac chi c6 rat nhidu cau phai héi co ta da.”

“Vi sao a? Co phdi cong viéc ctia bo la dat cdu hoi cho nguwdi khac
khong?”

Cho dén gig, Makoto van chua tirng hoi nhiéu vé cong viéc ctia anh; bo
thang bé chi la mot tham t& chuyén tém nhitng ké xau, chi thé thoi. Thang
bé chwa bao gio bat anh ké chi tiét. Honma cé cdm giac muén ké cho con
trai biét nhiéu hon. Anh mu6n ké cho né hiéu anh dong cdm vdi Kyoko
Shinjo ra sao. Roi anh c6 lic mudn bé qua vu cua c6 ta nhw thé nao. Nhung
tat ca nhitng gi anh noi, chi la, “Pung roi. Bé la cong viéc ctia bo.” Sau mot
lic ngam nghi, anh néi thém, “C6 géai nay c6 nhitng 1y do riéng. Co ta
khong lam viéc xau v6i nguwoi khac chi vi nhitng viéc khong hay xdy dén
v06i ban than. Ma ¢6 ta mu6n lam viéc xau.”

Makoto ngam nggi hoi lau. “Gio bé dang cho dién thoai a?”
‘(U’.)’
“Khi nguoi ta goi téi, bo sé di dau?”

“Co thé 1a Nagoya hodc Osaka.”
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Lac nay chiéc dién thoai ngay canh khuyu tay Honma do6 chudng.
Makoto ddo mat roi thé dai: “Bo nhé mua qua cho con, b6 nhé!”
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Chuong 25

€« . .. . . v aA e x cny cAs s s
Lan cuoi toi nghe tin ve Kyoko la cach day hai nam. Gio toi mu tit,
khong biét c6 ay & dau.”

Kaoru Sudo, ngudi ban cia Kyoko & Nagoya, da 1ay chong va déi ho
md&i nam ngodi. Gid c6 dang song ¢ vung ngoai 6 Nagoya cung vdi bé me
chong, vi vay hen gap c6 ¢ nha thi khong hay lam; nhwng hai nguwgi sé dé
dang noi chuyén ¢ dau dé bén ngoai, c6 dé nghi, bai vi c6 van di lam.

Honma hdi xem c6 thé gap c6 & gan noi c6 song khi quen biét Kyoko
khong. C6 thay dé nghi nay chap nhan dugc. “Co mdét quan an trwva kha 6n
¢ gan can ho cii cta t6i. Ké ca khi Kyoko dd chuyén t6i Osaka, thinh
thodng c6 ay van vé & lai qua dém, r6i hom sau hai ching t6i an trwa & d6.”

Coty thuc ra c6 thé coi 1a mot quan ca phé. Khi Kaoru buéc vao, chu
quan troi cwoi hoi han ¢6. Kaoru ngudi cao, manh mai, khuén mat nho
nhan - kiéu cua cac nguoi mau. Cé khoang ba muwoi hai hodc ba muoi ba
tudi. Ngay khi ca hai da yén vi tai ban, co bén di thang vao van dée. “Vién
canh sat goi téi - tén la Funaki, phai khong nhi? - n6i rang Kyoko mat
tich.”

Honma giai thich moi chuyén, nhu thuwong 1€ chi gitr lai phan nghi ngo
giét nguoi. Kaoru uong mot ngum 16n ca phé. Vé diém tinh cua ¢6 chi hoi
dong gitta cac nét chi ké mat. “Con bé c6 thé lam gi?” Co lam nham trén
miéng coc.

Kaoru biét Kyoko ttr khi c6 gai cung me chay t&i Nagoya lanh nan, lic
muoi bdy tudi va bat dau lam viéc ban thoi gian. “T6i biét chuyén gia dinh
Kyoko chay tron vi v& ng. Con bé ké hét vdi t6i.” Da phan thong tin trong
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cau chuyén cta Kaoru déu trung khép véi nhitng gi chong cli Kyoko da ke,
nhung thinh thoang van xuat hién mot s6 chi tiét mdi.

“Sau khi Kyoko va Kurata ly hon, c6 mot lan bon doi ng thué bat dugc
con bé.” Vi bén ching biét dia chi ctia hai ngudi & Ise nén diéu nay cling
chang co6 gi dang ngac nhién. “Lan dau tién t6i gdp né sau vu ly di 1a...”
Kaoru nghén dau sang mot bén. “Vao nam tiép theo, cé thé la khoang thang
Hai. Bung roi, bay gio tuyét van roi.”

Vu ly di dién ra vao thang Chin, nhw vay phai bé bang sau thang.

“Co c6 nhd nhiéu vé cudc gap khong?”

Kaoru gat dau qua quyét. “Co chir. Thue ra ldc ay t6i rat that vong.”

Kyoko dén bang taxi lic nita dém va Kaoru phai thanh toan tién cudc.
“Trang phuc n6é mac trén nguwoi chi 1a mét chiéc 4o ngye bén ngoai la ao
mua. Da con bé xam ngoét, moi nitt né hét ca. Toi nhin 1a biét bon ching
ép no lam th cong viéc gi.”

Khi Kaoru héi Kyoko da & dau, c6 ay khong chiu ké may. “Cho do
khong rong 16n nhw Tokyo hay Osaka, ké ca Nagoya ciing vay. Cé 1é la mot
khu nghi duong & ving dong qué.”

“Bon ching bat c6 ta lam viéc trd ng a?”
“Khong. Chung ban con bé.”

Kyoko & vdi Kaoru chitng mot thang. “Kyoko hdi muwgn tién, tdi ben dwa
cho n6 nam tram ngan yén. Kyoko néi n6 lam lién luy dén t6i vi da & lai
Nagoya, s¢ lan sau bon ching qudy ray t6i. N6 bao sé tdi Osaka tim viéc.”

Vao thang Tu, Kyoko bat dau lam viéc & Roseline.

“Ban dau n6 song ¢ mot ctra tiém nhd, nhwng vé sau toi hay tin n6 &
chung vé&i mot ngwoi cung lam, nghe dau can ho dep lam.”

“Chac la co Chino.”
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“Cé thé...” Kaoru xoa xoa dau ngén tay vao thai duwong. “Um, khi nghe
chuyén, t6i thdy vui. Lwong cta n6 & Roseline cling khong dén noi té.
Chuyén khong hay xay ra khi Kyoko thinh thoang l4i xe vé tham t6i.”

“C0 ta luc nao ciling lai xe a? Co ta khong di tau?”

Kaoru gat dau. “No rat sg tau. Ma khong chi riéng céc loai tau, né luén
tranh dam dong. N6 khong biét minh sé tinh cd cham mat ai.” Ngu y cta co
ta rat rd rang. “Néu lai xe, ké ca c6 dot ngdt gap phién todi, né ciling chay

A»

tron dwgc. Tat nhién, xe no 1ai luén la do di thué.” Kyoko ro rang da rat sg
hai. Xac suat c6 ta gap phai mét tay doi ng thué gitta mot thanh pho rong
16n nhr Osaka hay Nagoya gan nhw bang khong, tuy thé c6 ta van khong

muon mao hiém.
“Bon chiing van truy dudi co ta a?”

Kaoru lac dau. “Theo nhu t6i biét 1a khong. T6i hdi nd, em khong thay
bay gi¢ da dugc an toan roi a? Nhung n6 nao chiu nghe t6i. N6 ndi sé phai
dé mat tdi ching trong suot quang doi con lai.” Kaoru da thtr tim hiéu vé
chuyén xdy ra trong sudt sau thang hai nguwdi mat lién lac. Nhung Kyoko
khong bao gid chiu ké, hinh nhv ¢6 ta c6 néi vé mdt ga thudc bang dang
mafia theo dudi c6 ta. Ga sé xGi tung tat ca dé lung co ta, khong phai vi
moén ng ma chu yéu vi nhitng 1y do cta riéng ga. “Mot tay quai vat, con bé
néi thé.”

Vé mat Kaoru tré@ nén chua x6t hon. “T6i dd ndy ra mot y twdng veé
nhitng chuyén da xay ra. Du vay doi véi t6i van cé cho kho hiéu. Kyoko
bong nhién khong chiu n6i khi nhin thay cac thyc pham twoi song... Anh
biét day, moén sashimi hodc do an séng... N6 néi mui caa ching khién n6
phat 6m lén dugc. Trwdc day con bé chwa bao gid nhw thé.” Kaoru khoanh
tay trdc nguc.

“Kyoko c6 bao gio ké cho c6 nghe nhitng ké hoach lau dai cua co ta
khong?” Honma dang nghi dén nhitng thit nht mot cuéc hon nhan binh
thuwong, hanh phiic, mét cudc song mang mau sac riéng cua co ta.
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Kaoru lai lac dau. Khong, cé 1 1a khong - khi khong cé bd, khong c6
me, khong c6 ai bao vé c6 ta - ké ca phap luat. Tham chi anh chang Kurata,
ngwoi ma co ta nghi minh c6 thé dwa dam, lai cung dai gia dinh giau c6 xua
dudi c6 nhw xua dudi mot mau than tan lyi. Ban 6ng chi khién c6 that vong.
T d6 tré di, co ta khong y lai bat ci¢ ai. Co ta phéi tw bdo vé chinh minh,
lu6n san sang phuwong an du phong.

“Kyoko c6 bao gio cho c6 xem hinh &nh mot ng6i nha chwa?”
“Nha gi?”

“Pay.” Anh ldy tdm anh Polaroid chup mo hinh ng6i nha mau nau sé co6
la ra roi dat trén ban.

“Q, day la...”

“Vay ra trwdc day co da ting nhin thay né.”

Kaoru mim cwdi gat dau. “Chac chan r6i, bitc anh chup vao ky thi viéc
cua n6 phai khong?”

“0?” Anh n6i nhv thé chua biét gi.

“Ban con bé c6 may anh Polaroid, né da héi mwon. Kyoko rat thich lIwgn
10 quanh nhitng m6 hinh nha nay. T6i van thwong tréu Kyoko vi s& thich
ay, viéc nay da trd thanh mot thoi quen vui vé cuda t6i.”

Thich lwgn 16 quanh nhitng mé hinh nha. “Bat chap khodn ng mua nha
chinh 1a khéi nguon moi rac réi ma c6 ta gap phai?”

Kaoru dat bitc dnh xuéng ban. “Pung vay, khi anh tiép can theo chiéu
hwéng do, toi doan la anh thay rat ky quac. Nhuwng t6i nghi c6 mot hwdng
tiép can khac nita. Kyoko van thwong nhac di nhac lai, mét ngay nao dé no
sé c6 mot gia dinh va song & mot noi nhw thé nay. D6 la gidc mo cua no,
nhitng gi n6 da tradi qua chi cang t6 dam thém va khién no6 coi trong giac mo
ay hon. N6 rat quyét tam.” D6 1a ly do vi sao ¢0 ta giit lai tam anh.
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“Hinh nhuw Kyoko thich ng6i nha nay nhat trong s6 nhitng mo hinh tirng
xem qua. Lan dau ghé vé tham, né da cho t6i xem tdm anh nay. ‘Kaoru,” n6
néi, ‘mot ngay kia, khi cudc séng ctia em tr@ lai binh thwong, em sé song

9

trong mot ngbi nha nhw thé nay.”” Kaoru c¢6 bat chuwdc am diéu twoi vui ma

Kyoko str dung.

“Co ta khong nhac gi dén chuyén sé cho c6 xem ngoi nha va thinh
thodng moi co t6i choi a?”

Kaoru hoi lui lai, ngac nhién. “Dé t6i nh¢ lai xem nao, khéng, khong
he.”

Chac chan la khong, Honma ngh, bdi vi ngdi nha doé thudc vé mot nguoi
mang mot cai tén khac. Nhitng ké hoach ctia Kyoko lic bay gio da duwgc
sap xép dau ra day roi.

Honma ngang mat khoi tdm anh, “Dao gan day c6 khéng c6 tin gi cta
Kyoko a?”

Trong Kaoru hoi gian doi, c6 bat tréo chan, mat khé nhan nhé. “T6i hoan
toan mat lién lac v6i né. D6 la su that.”

“Co khong phai nhan nhitng cudc goi ma khi nhac may 1én thi dau day
bén kia ngat ngay lap titc chii?”

“Khong, t6i khong nhan dugc cudc goi nao nhu vay ca.”

NO lwc héa than vao mot con ngudi khac khién Kyoko tréd nén mat binh
tinh va bat an, dén gio c6 ta van chua lién lac lai véi nguwdi ban cia minh,
ngwoi duy nhat c6 ta chia sé nhitng wdc mo tham kin. Diéu nay c6 nghia la
gi? Co ta dang ¢ dau?

“Khi t6i va Kyoko con & cung nhau, t6i dang hen ho v&i ngudi chong
bay gid, ching toi da quyét dinh sé t6 chitc dam cuwdi trong vong mot hodc
hai nam sau dé. C6 1€ n6 nghi gio t6i van 6n va da 1ay chong, né khong thé
ghé lai choi nhu dao trwdc nita.” Honma lai suy nghi c6 phan u &m hon, c6
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thé ¢ ta quyét dinh khong dat niém tin noi Kaoru ma ty chay tron mot
minh.

“Ho6i ay ¢0 van song & day chii?”

“Ngay dang kia kia, anh thdy khong?” Chi ra ctta s6, hwéng vé phia toa
nha bén kia dwong, Kaoru cha thich rang nha c6 la can goc tang hai. Mot
day may chau hoa nhiéu mau sac xép thanh hang ngay ngan bén dudi cira
sO0 cung doi v mau dé mac & day phoi ngay phia trén bo diéu hoa khong
khi. Honma gan nhu c6 thé hinh dung dugc canh Kyoko gitup Kaoru treo 4o
quan lén day.

O tat ca nhitng noi c6 ta titng sdng - cdn phong ré tién tro cling me; cin
ho & Nagoya; quan tro co ta lam viéc & Ise; ngoi nha rong 16n cta gia dinh
Kurata; noi bi mat kinh khting ma c6 bi bat va ban vao “dong quy”; can ho
& Osaka roi can ho nho & Honancho - cho du song & dau, Kyoko van tu
xoay x@ hét cd: lau don, giat gili, mua sam, ndu nwéng. Cudc séng cua co ta
Ct Xoay van gitta sg hai, buon dau, nghéo rét, doi lic c6 diém chit vui vé.
Nhung c6 mot diém khong bao gio thay doi, co ta ludn luon la mot ké tron
chay. Co ta da tron khéi bon dau gau, va ctt thé mai miét chay. Roi dén khi
nghi minh da tim dwgc cach bo lai qua khit sau lung dé hwdng tdi nhitng
diéu tot dep, co ta lai phai chay tron lan nita. Chang cé gi thay doi ca.

Honma muon hét to 1én, “C6 han da mét roi. Chinh t6i cling mét. Hay
ngirng tro cut bat nay di, ditng lai mot chut thoi.”

“Lan cudi cung t6i tham t6i, Kyoko vira nghi lam & Roseline.”

Honma 14y s6 ghi chép ra xem ro6i gat dau. “C6 ta nghi viéc ¢ dé vao
cu6i thang Mudi hai nam 1989.”

“Pung vay. N6 t6i day ngay sau dip Tét... 6 khong, vao quang cudi thang
Giéng. T6i nhéd né maoi téi di an t6i va gianh tra tién.” Lac d6 co ta da
chuan bi k¥ lvdng cho hanh trinh déng vai Shoko.
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“Con bé ké la vira don khoi can ho dang song tai Osaka. Vay la t6i hoi,
Gio em ¢ dau? No dap la dang tinh tGi Kobe.”

“6 79

“Nhung bubén cwoi ¢ cho trong lic néi chuyén Kyoko cé nhac dén
chuyén tau cao toc Keihin Tohoku. B¢ la tau dia phwong Tokyo, di chuyén
gitta Yokohama va Tokyo, sau d6 nguwgc hwéng bac l1én Saitama, c6 phai
khong?” Lé di nhién Kaoru hoi Kyoko lam gi ¢ do. “Kyoko t6 ra kho
chiu... N6 néi c6 viéc can gidi quyét & Saitama, cu thé la & Kawaguchi. Lic
d6 né ciling vira thué nha, nhwng lai khong cho toi sé dién thoai...”

Chi dy goi cho chdu, bdo la cé ai dé mé thv ctua chi dy. Co gai & bar
Gold da ké nhw vay. Cé thé day la cach Kyoko loc duwgc thong tin vé
chuyén tham quan nghia trang. Lich trinh bdy gid cta Shoko la thic day
vao budi trua, lam viéc vao budi t6i va tré vé nha lic troi da t& mo sang.
Néu mudn luc xem thung thw ctia c6 ta thi c6 vo s6 co hoi.

Mot phép lién twdng nho, va man swong bao pha tdm anh tré nén nhat
dan. Mot duwong ké don lién mach da két n6i Shoko Sekine va Kyoko
Shinjo. Khong thé nham vao dau duoc.

“Con chuyén nay nita,” Honma cya ngudi trén ghé réi néi. “Khi Kyoko
dén choi, hodc goi dién, c6 Itic nao co ta tré nén khac la so véi thwdong ngay
khong? Trong vong vai nam trd lai day ay?”

Kaoru nhan anh vé kho hiéu. “Khac 1a?”

“Pung thé. Co ta cé gian dit, lo lang hay khoc 16¢ v ¢ khong?” Cau hoi
kha 1a mo h6, nhung anh muén biét Kyoko da cé nhitng biéu hién gi vao
quang ngay 25 thang Mudi mot nam 1989, khi me Shoko Sekine nga cau
thang ma chét. Néu gia thiét cia Honma ding, d6 la mét vu giét ngudi va
Kyoko da ra tay day ngd nguwdi dan ba c6 tudi kia - phai thiva nhan kha
ndng nay khé long xdy ra - thi viéc dau tién la xac dinh vi tri cta co ta &
Utsunomiya trong ngay hom do6. Su6t chin ngay trueéc va sau vu viéc, twr
ngay 18 dén ngay 26, co ta vang mat & Roseline. Anh biét diéu nay qua
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Wada. Nhung gio anh muon biét liéu Kyoko c6 lién lac véi Kaoru vao ngay
hodc nhiéu kha nang hon la dém hom dé khong.

Kaoru tia cam trén c6 tay. Trong c6 nhw dang suy nghi lung lam va
chang che giau diéu gi. Nhv vay Kyoko han da hanh dong mot minh tir dau
chi cu6i. Chac chan vao thang Ba nam sau, khi giét - ding hon la da giét -
Shoko, c6 ta bat dau cat dit lién lac véi ngwoi ban cdi.

“T6i khong r6 1am vé y khac la ma anh néi, nhung lan cu6i ghé tham t6i
vao cudi thang Giéng, Kyoko c6 vé khac thwong.” Kaoru cham rai k€, c6
can than lva chon tir ngt. “Sau moi cudc ghé tham, khi chuan bi ra vé, né
lu6n noéi ‘Hen gap lai chi!” Ra dén ctra, n6 sé vay tay chao roi néi ‘Mot
ngay gan nhat.” Nhung chi riéng lan do, con bé da cti chao roi néi ‘Tam
biét chi!’”

Qua that la mot 161 tw biét: Vai “Kyoko” da hoan thanh, Kaoru sé khong
bao gio gdp lai cb ta nita, tat nhién cling sé khong thé nao gap “Shoko
Sekine”.

“Um... gio’ tdi m&i nhd ra, né con ké vé cai chét ciia ba me,” Kaoru tiép
tuc. “Cai chét thuc suw la chu dé chinh cta buodi t6i hom dé. N6 hoi, ‘Chi
Kaoru nay, khi qua doi, chi muén dwge chon ¢ dau?’ Kyoko muon dugc
ch6on cang xa Mureyama cang tot. Con bé néi, ‘Néu em chét, em khong
muon bi chon & qué nha dau.”” Nhung khi Kaoru hoi cé chuyén gi khong
on phai khong, Kyoko chi cuwoi. “Toi biét c6 chuyén gi dé dang xdy ra,
nhung khong doan noi cé thé la chuyén gi dwgce. Khi n6 bién mat khong
tam tich, t6i nghi, day, gia ma minh hoi cho ra nhé. Gi¢ thi n6i gi cling da
muon roi.”

Keé lai cau chuyén, tdm trang Kaoru dan tré nén u &m. Giong diéu cta co6
nhdac Honma nhé lai anh da cdm thdy thé nao khi bdo v&i Kurata rang
Kyoko cé thé da chét.

“Con gi khac khong?” Honma hoi.
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Doi vai c6 rii xuong. “Toi khong con nghi dugc chuyén gi khac nita.” Co
vlra noi vura tho dai.

“Um, néu tdi héi vé mot ngay cu thé thi sao? Ngay 25 thdng Mudi mot
nam 1989. Co6 c6 nhé ra chuyén gi khong?”

“Co6 chuyén gi dac biét xay ra vao ngay nay a?” Kaoru hdi, d6i mat nheo
lai.

Honma mim cwoi. “Khong, chi la theo bang gio lam cua cong ty
Roseline, Kyoko nghi chin ngay tredc va sau ngay tdi vira néu, ngay nay
von la ngay phat lwong cho nhan vién. Co ta c6 tinh cd ghé tham co
khong?”

Po6i mat Kaoru tréd nén xa xam. Co6 long ngong vGi 1dy coc ca phé cua
minh roi dwa l1én miéng. Nhap mot ngum, co dat coc trd lai ban roéi hoi,
“Trong thoi gian lam viéc @ Roseline, c6 dip nao khac Kyoko nghi dai ngay
khong?”

Honma xem lai s6 ghi chép. Wada da cung cdp day dua thong tin vé gio
gidc cda c6 ta nén anh dé dang c6 16i dap. “Khong. Co ta c6 dot nghi khac
chi kéo dai ba ngay thoi. Nhung nghi chin ngay thi chi c6 mot lan dé. Tw
18 tGi 26 thang Mudi mét.”

Kaoru nhe nhom han. “Néu ding thé thi t6i c6 biét day. Ky tc cua toi da
suy tan lam roi, nhung néu Kyoko khong c6 dip nghi dai ngay nao khéc, thi
han 1a lan d6 ma thoi.”

Honma chom t6i. “Co ta c6 lién lac vGi co a?”

“Cé. N6 da dén cho t6i. D6 1a ngay thit hai cta dgt nghi, nhuw vay la dém
19. Thye sy rat khac thwong. Béi vi né ty lam minh bi thuwong.”

“Bi thuwong ra sao?”

“Nguoi day vét bong. Rat may la khong qua nghiém trong,” Kaoru ndi.
“Nhung no6 da phai nhap vién vi sot cao qua.”
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Trong thoang chéc, Honma twéng minh nghe nham. “Co noi lai di!”

“Kyoko vao vién. Di cap citu.” Kaoru giai thich. “O bénh vién da khoa,
ngay gan day. N6 dugc nhap vién va & lai cho tGi tan budi sang ngay 26, vi
thé n6 mai nghi tan chin ngay.”

Kyoko Shinjo nam diéu tri & bénh vién Nagoya khi me Shoko Sekine
nga xudng khoi cau thang...

“Chuyén la n6 bi viém phoi,” Kaoru ké. “Vao ngay 18, né lai xe cung
mot nguwdi ban. Bém dé ho nga lai tai mot quan tro, réi trén duwong trg vé
hai ngudi gap tai nan. Bdi vay Kyoko xuat hién trwdc ctta nha téi vao dém
19. Khi t6i hoi no di cung ai, né khong chiu noi. C nin thinh vay thoi. Tay
phai day cac vét bong, chwra bong dén do ba nhung cling gan nhw khap ca
canh tay. Mac du troi rét, n6 chi mac doc chiéc do tay dai cung chan vay,
bén ngoai trum chiéc 4o mwa. N6 néi khi gap tai nan, dong co bat ltra, ao
len bi chay r6i. N6 da 1én tau t6i day ma khong kip dirng lai mua thém 4o
quan. Con bé run 1y bay, sau dé lai sot xinh xich.”

Viéc dau tién Kaoru lam la dwa Kyoko vao giwong, cham séc co ta.
“Nhung mot minh t6i xoay khong kip. Liic nay né muon di vé sinh, Iic sau
da thiy & trong phong tam, dong dau vao twong. Con bé bi kich dong thai
qud, dwong nhu né khong biét tdi c6 mat & do hay khong. Rot cudc toi phai
goi xe citu thwong. N6 khong ké sy thue v6i nhitng ngudi & Roseline, chi
néi la bi cdm va nam & nha ba cd, theo nhw t6i biét, bon ho chang bao gio
thac mac. Du sao thi n6 ciing da nam vién cd thay bay ngay. Vé sau, khi da
khoe lai, n6 van khong noéi cho to6i biét chiéc xe cta ai. Han la mét cudc hen
ho, toi chi c6 thé doan vay.”

Kaoru khoéng ghi nhat ky, nhung lai ghi chép day dua cac khoan thu chi,
ranh mach nhw bat ky mot bang cong ng nao. “Toi cho Kyoko vay tién nam
vién. Néu xem lai sO, toi c6 thé ndi chi tiét hon. T6i kiém tra lai so cna
minh nhé?”
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“Puwoc vay thi tot qua,” Honma ndi r6i viét so dién thoai cua minh cho
cO.

Anh vira méi vé dén phong khach san thi c6 goi dién bao khong hé nham
lan chit nao vé ngay thang. Tham chi ¢6 c6 thé gri ban sao héa don bénh
vién dén khach san noi anh &. C6 nhan vién 1é tan da kha ngac nhién khi
Honma chau chue dén td gidy dang tir tir chui ra khoi chiéc may fax.

Bénh vién Pa khoa Thanh ph6 Kobata.

Dd nhdn du phi chdm soc va tién givong bénh cta c6 Kyoko Shinjo, tir
ngay 19 dén ngay 26 thang Muoi mét ndm 1989. Phong sdu givong. Co thé
Bdo hiém. Téng tién givong bénh: 70000 yén.
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Chuong 26

«r s A L
U, nhung ching do van chwa du de ket luan gi ca.” Funaki noi, nhéch
miéng cudi réi xi xup hip cdc tra rong bién kombu.

Honma vira vé dugce hai ngay nay. Ca hai dang ng6i bén ban bép diém lai
cau chuyén. Isaka vira chuan bi bita t6i vira dong tai lang nghe. Sy kién
ngoai dy kién da choan hét tam tri Honma nén anh quén bang mén qua da
htra véi Makoto.

“Xem chirng con c6 mot ké dong loa nita,” Isaka danh bao néi. T6i nay,
theo thinh cau ctia Makoto, ca nha sé an mon oden. Isaka ndu mét no6i day
dé lat mang mdt it vé nha. Nudc dung sap sobi, toa mui thom am ap khap
can nha.

“Nhung sao cho dén gig van chang cé chit dau vét nao cta ké dong
16a?” Honma noi.

“Ga Wada thi sao?” Funaki goi y.

“Cau ta & Osaka. Vao dém ba Sekine chét, cau ta lam viéc & van phong
dén tan chin giod dém. Néu moc canh bay di, han cdu ta c6 mat &
Utsunomiya vao dung muoi mot gio.”

“Nhu vay vu doé chi la mot tai nan?” Funaki noi, vé khong phuc. “Nhitng
su viéc ti€p theo con la lung hon.”

Honma cuwdi. “Thé thi han me Shoko Sekine da chon thoi diém gap tai
nan sao cho c6 1gi cho Kyoko Shinjo nhat.”
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“Cau co6 biét ngwoi ta thwong bao doi cé nhitng viéc con hon ca tiéu
thuyét khong?”

“Nhw vay ké dong 10a vdi c6 ta han la nguwdi da ngoi cung xe khi co ta
gdp tai nan vao dém 19. Liéu d6 c6 phai ké giét nguwoi khong nhi?” Isaka
tiép tuc gép chuyén.

Cau héi khién Honma ngé nguoi.

Funaki 1am bam, “Liéu chong chwa cuwéi caa co ta, Jun Kurisaka, c6 thé
la dong 16a khong nhi?”

“Ca hai nguoi déu doc tiéu thuyét trinh tham di qua roi.”
“Pung day.”

“Ma nay, c6 chuyén gi vdi cau ta thé nhi? Bén gio cau ta khong them goi
lai m6t 1an nao,” Isaka ndi, anh ta dot nhién quan tam. “Ban dau chinh Jun
la nguwdi kéo cdu vao vu nay. Khong thé néi 1a cau ta khong quan tam
duwgc.”

“Té nghi mot ‘cu am’ nhw thé sé khong can ching ta lam thit cong viéc
ban thiu nay cho han dau.” Funaki néi. Tt khi nghe chuyén Jun ném tién
vao nguwoi Honma, anh da dung tir dé dé goi ngdi sao nganh ngan hang.

Isaka dén bén bép xem lai mon oden. Khi anh mé& vung, mot lan hoi hap
dan téa ra. Funaki von dang ng6i thudn bén ban, cam twa trén mat go, phan
khich néi, “Nghe chirng ngon day!”

“Cau sé ¢ lai an t6i luén cha?”

“Khong néu anh mudn cé ngwoi dam dao,” Funaki chua ngoa, roi tac
lwGi. “Té ci ban khoan khong biét bay gio c6 ta cé dang an t6i khong nita,”
anh noi them.

“Ai ca?”

“Kyoko Shinjo.”

Honma nhin ban. “A, cé 1€ 1a c6.”
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“U, sao lai khong chi? C6 ta phai &n uéng, tim tap roi trang diém dé
khién mdt ga trai khac kho s@. Cé 1€ co6 ta dang vui vé bu khd & dau do.”
Anh cwoi dm dam. “Trong khi ching ta ¢ day vat 6c suy doan nay no, co ta
lai dang ditng trvdc quay hang m§ pham Shiseido, thit mau son md&i cta
mua xuan.”

“Cau lay dau ra nhitng chi tiét nay thé?”

Mot tay gilt doi diia ndu an, Isaka phét 10 Funaki, nhin Honma day ngu
y. “T6i tin 1la c6 ngwoi vira duwge di xem mat mot c6 dau trién vong. Toi
dang tuv héi khong biét c6 dy c6 phdi la... tm, xem nao... mot chuyén vién
cham séc sac dep cua Shiseido khong.”

Funaki mim cwdi, khong nao ning tredc 16i tréu choc. “Anh mudn néi gi
tuy thich... C6 diéu mat anh ding la mat diéu hau.”

Nhung gio Kyoko Shinjo dang & dau? Honma van chwa suy nghi may vé
cau hoi nay. Co phai bon anh da tré vé vach xuat phat, khi phat hién ra rang
“Shoko Sekine” la mot nguwoi khac. Liéu bon anh cé nén nghe theo luat su
Mizoguchi, dang mot mau tin trén bao? “Kyoko, néi chuyén thang than
nao. Co hay trd lai di!” Nhung ai sé ditng tén dwdi mau tin nay? Jun sao?
That 1a ky cuc!

biéu ky cuc nhat 1a twéng twong canh Kyoko héi dap khi dugc goi bang
chinh tén ctia c6 ta. Bung thé, Shoko Sekine da ban ho khau cua c6 ay cho
t0i... Shoko ay ha? Hién gid c6 dy dang lam viéc & man Kyushu. C6 hom
to6i dd budn chuyén véi c6 dy qua dién thoai. Xin 16i vi da khién cac 6ng
phai hao tam t6n sitc. Jun lang nghe c6 ta ndi, mat nhoa 1é. Hai nguwdi bon
ho tré vé bén nhau va két hon. Honma thi nhap vién vi mot vét loét. Tram
trong hon la vét loét chdy day mau.

Thoi nao, nghiem tuc di nao. Kyoko dang ¢ dau do ngoai kia, cho xem
dong tinh. C6 1€ c6 ta sé c6 gang tron cang xa Tokyo cang tot.

Honma bat than ditng day.
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“Gi vay?” Funaki giat minh hoi.

“T@ chi dang nghi,” Honma néi. “Cau cho la nhitng ngay nay Kyoko lam
gi?))

“Co 1€ 1a khéc dén dé hoe mat,” Funaki vira no6i vira cwoi toét. “Ciing c6
thé dang nhd mdt chuyén gia Shiseido tw van cho.”

“T6i nghi c6 ta van dang lam viéc.” Isaka néi. “T6i ngo 1a c6 ta roi khoi
day v6i mot khoan kha kha, di dé mot minh 1ap nghiép & mot noi khac.”

“Co vé c0 ta cling chang hé lién lac véi Kaoru Sudo.” Funaki b6 sung.

Honma tha cho tam tri di rong, cap mat anh nham ho. “Moi nguwdi khong
cho 1a c6 ta lai gi@ manh lira ddo lan nita a? T6i dam ca ly do khién c6 ta
khong lién lac vGi Kaoru la vi ¢0 ta sg.”

“So dy ha?” Funaki héi.

“U. C6 ta bé roi Jun khi moi thit vurot ra ngoai tim kiém soat. Khi phai
mot minh xoay x&, han co ta phéi suy nghi xem lic nay Jun dang lam gi.
Vay day, cau ta di tim c6 ta. Ai ma biét dwgc? Jun dé dang tim hiéu thong
tin vé vu pha san, c6 1é bay gio cau ta da xau chuoi cac su kién, va biét rang
Shoko Sekine thue chat la Kyoko Shinjo...”

“P0di nao. Co ta khong nghi xa x6i nhu thé dau.”

“Co0 ta khong c6 cach nao dé biét chac, nhwng suy nghi nay han da lwét
qua tam tri co ta. Lai thém 1y do dé khong lién lac lai v&i Kaoru. Rii bé hét
moi moi lién hé c6 thé lam 10 chan twéng ban than. Co6 ta khong cach nao
trd lai 1a Kyoko nita, vi thé c6 ta can phdi tim muc tiéu méi.”

Funaki va Isaka nhin nhau. “Co ta can tim viéc lam & mot cong ty dat
hang qua thu khac.” Funaki noi.

“Bat dau tat ca lai tir dau.” Isaka b sung.

Honma thé mot hoi dai. Cudc néi chuyén da dan dat dén két luan ding
nhu tryc giac cua anh mach bao.
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“Oi 6i, phai nhanh 1én m&i dugc,” Isaka vira néi vira liéc chiéc dong ho
trong bép. Nam gio kém ba phit. Makoto va Kazzy ci¥ nai ni bon ho t6i du
dam tang con Bau Dat vao hom ay. Rot cudc, hai thang bé da héi nha Isaka
xem liéu ching c6 duge dung khu vuwon dwéi tang trét, khodng dat von
duwgc mac dinh thudc vé khu nha thu nhap thap hay khong. Vo chong Isaka
khong thdy phién chit nao. Tamotsu da dung mdy thanh g6 1é lam thanh
hinh chi® thap, chitng t6 cau rat ton trong con ché da qua doi.

Hai thang bé dung xéng nho dao dat xong, cho x6i chwa da sau dé chon
cai vong co cta con ch6 dang thwong. Chiéc vong c6 hoan toan mai. TruGc
khi chén n6 xuéng, Makoto cho moi ngudi xem 10i dé tang ma né khac &
mat trong. Tamotsu cam cdy thanh gia 1én ng6i md, Hisae dat xuong mot
vong hoa. Moi ngudi c6 mat déu thap mot nén nhang roi chap tay ditng cau
nguyen.

“Bo nghi con Pau Pat cé thich dwgc twéng nhé nhw thé nay khong?”
Makoto hai.

“B0o nghi la n6 thich lam.”

“Chu ca la no6 rat hai long véi chiéc vong c6 mdi,” Funaki noi r6i vo vo
1én vai thang bé.

“Khi hé dén, ching ta sé trong day bim bim & cho nay va cham cho cay
16n 1én,” Makoto mim cwdi vira noi vira chi vao day hang rao.

“Chau da c6 san hat giong day roi,” Kazzy ndi.

“Chung ta sé trong cac loai hoa khac nhau theo mua, nhw vay quanh nam
cho nay déu c6 hoa,” Hisae hita hen. “Nhung nay, sao cac chau khong cat
xéng di rira tay chan di. Néu ai déi thi c6 banh day nhé.”

Téat ca bon ho lan lwgt rat lui.

Honma dé y thdy Tamotsu kha khac la. Su6t ca budi cau ta chang noi
nang gi ca. Ban dau Honma nghi don gian chi la cau ta muon gidu kin noi
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buon riéng. Nhung khong phdi. Co6 diéu gi d6 khudy dong cau ta tir bén
trong; vi cau ta rii xuéng, dau thi hét nghiéng bén nay dén nghiéng bén kia.

“Sao vay?”

“Chéau khong biét, c6 chdu ctt dau dau.” Cau ta phti bui bam trén quan.
“Vra r6i dao ho roi cam cay thanh gia, chau chot nhé lai nhitng chuyén da
xdy ra tir 1au 1am roi.”

“Khi con nhd, chau ciing bi mat mot con vat cung a?”

Tamotsu lac dau. “Khong, khong phai vay dau a. Thuc sy bé chau ghét
cac loai dong vat. Chau da khoc can nwéc mat ma o6ng van khong dong y
cho nudi 1ay mot con.” Cau ta 1am nham. “Chau phai héi Ikumi vé viéc nay
mdi duwge. Co ay hiéu chau hon bat ky ai khac, tham chi con hon mitc chau
hiéu vé ban than.”

“Co dy la mot ngudi vo tot.”

“Phai néi la qua tot dy a. Chau chi mdi nghi tdi viéc vugt qua gidi han,
c6 ay da biét r6i.”

T6i hom do, trong khi Honma xem lai cac ban ghi chép ctia minh,
Tamotsu goi vé cho Tkumi. Honma dong vién cdu ta goi dién vé nha hang
ngay. Béu dan nhw kim déng ho, thwong nhitng 16i dau tién cau ta néi ludn
ludn la, “Taro khoe khong? Bé con khoe khong?”

Nhung hom nay, cau chao “A 16, anh day?” cta cau ta dwong nhuw bi gat
phét, bdi vi nhitng 15i tiép theo cau ta néi 1a: “Y em 1a sao khi néi ‘Ai vay?’
ha?”

Honma cwoi tham. Pa dén lic Tamotsu quay vé Utsunomiya, cho du

cudc diéu tra da hoan tat hay chwa. Tat nhién vu viéc nay gan lién vdi cudc
doi cau ta, nhung ai ai cling thay cau ta thudc vé chon dé, naoi c6 vg cé con.

“Pirng c6 ma noéi nhu thé!” Tamotsu vung vang. “Tat nhién la anh chit 1a
ai. Anh dang lo lang chuyén... Em biét anh... Sao em lai n6i nhw thé nhi?”
Tamotsu bat day khéi ghé, ngudi hoi ldo ddo. “Pirng c6 ngdc nhu vay chid!
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Anh khong muon nghe dau!” Cau ta hét 1én trong dién thoai. “Thdi nao,
cho anh nghi ti da. Anh goi cho em vi c6 chuyén muén héi em. Em van
dang ngoi day chi?”

That may cudc néi chuyén ctia ho da tré nén binh 6n khi Tamotsu ké lai
su viéc trong ngay. “Van dé la hinh nhv anh nhé lai chuyén cii truée day,
anh dung xéng dao dat, lam md cho con vat yéu quy cta minh. Nhung em
biét b6 la nguwoi thé nao roi day. Bo khong bao gio cho anh nudi con gi
trong nha cd. Vay vi sao anh lai c6 cam giac dé, em hiéu y anh chit?”

Tamotsu cham chu lang nghe. “Gi co? H6i tiéu hoc ha? Hirm, sao em lai
biét hét nhitng chuyén nay? Anh ké cho em ha? Nay, anh con dai dam té6i
tan 16p nam ddy, nhung hinh nhw anh ciing ké cho em r6i con gi?”

Cudc chuyén tro cta bon ho c6 vé sé chang dan téi dau ca. Honma da

quay ngwoi di khi Tamotsu bat than dap thinh thinh 1én mat ban roi reo 1én,
“Pung ro6i! Gid thi anh nhé ra r6i? Shoko ¢ cung ché véi anh!”

Honma nhin cau ta.

Tamotsu gat dau day phan khich. “Pung, vi thé anh méi c6é cam giac
nay...” Nho noi chuyén vadi vo, tri nhd ctua cau ta duge khoi day. “Ikumi,
em tai that day! Anh la ngwdi may man lam lam,” cau ta thot 1én. Tamotsu
gac may roi trd lai ban cung nhitng nguwdi khac.

“Thdi con hoc tiéu hoc, Shoko va chau cung tham gia mot chuwong trinh
bao vé dong vat,” cau ta noi, giong dudi nhip thé. “Bon chau cham s6c mot
con vet xanh bay lac vao 16p ctia cd hai.” Khi con chim chét, n6 dugc chén
0 mOt goc san truong.

“O, hoa ra la vay,” Honma tdc ludi.

“Nhung chi nghe nay,” Tamotsu néi day phan khich, nguwdi nhoi ra phia
tredc. “Noi chuyén véi Tkumi, chau nhé lai mot vai diéu.”

Honma hoi bat ngd trwdc vé hdo hitc caa cau ta. “La diéu gi?”
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“Shoko rat yéu quy con chim.” Chac chan diéu kién gia dinh c6 kha eo
hep nén khong nudi dugc. “Vi thé khi né chét c6 ay da suy sup. Co dy khoc
nhur mua, giong nhw Makoto may ngay trudc. ‘Con chim tdi nghiép qua,
gi®d mot minh no 1é loi,” c6 ay no6i nhw vay day.” Trén ma Tamotsu wng rng
nhitng n6t do.

Honma nhin cau ta, cdm giadc nhw bi riut can. Bat than ngu y ctia chang
trai tr@ nén sang ro hon bao gio hét.

“Khong phai chau dang bao...”

Tamotsu lac dau. “Khong, sy that ding 1a thé. Shoko chwa bao gio quén
dwgce con chim. Luic con hoc tiéu hoc, cé lan c6 ay bdo vGi chau, ‘Tamo,
néu td chét trudc, nhé chon td & cung cho vai Pippi nhé.””

Mot con chim. Pugc chon ¢ goc san treong.

“Cha hiéu ch?” Cau ta no6i tiép. “Cé hai chuyén Ikumi nghe Shoko lam
bam v&i chinh minh trong dam tang ctia me c6 ay. Co ay tw trach minh
khong mua n6i mot khoanh mé binh thwdng nhat cho me. Va c6 &y mudn
minh dwgc chon cung Pippi. Ikumi da nghe c6 ay noéi thé. Chac chan mot ai
dé6 cling nghe duwgc nhitng diéu nay.”

“Chéau n6i cham thoi,” Honma ndéi, tdp trung suy nghi. “Chi riéng diéu
nay thoi khong du...”

Tamotsu khong chiu nghe anh. “Theo nhuw chau thdy, Kyoko Shinjo da
tham gia chuyén tham quan nghia trang dé c6 co hoi tiép can Shoko. Rot
cudc do la mot chuyén di dé tim mua dat mo, phai khéng a? Gia st Shoko
trd nén xdic dong va néi vé noi minh mudn dwgce chon khi qua doi thi sao?
Khi da tro chuyén vé cha dé nay, cé thé co ay ciing ké luén chuyén con
Pippi. K& cd khi khong biét chinh xac noi chon, chac chan Kyoko da t&i
treong cua bon chau.”

Ly giai dai dong qua! Nhung du sao, Honma ciling nhé lai nhitng 10i
Funaki da néi. Khi nguai ta doi mat vai cai chét - nhat la nhitng 1€ nghi va
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biéu twgng cta no - ho thwdng giai bay vdi ai do. Giong nhw ¢ vo tré trung
da sat hai ngudi chong doanh nhan ctia minh.

Liéu chu dé nay dugc khoi goi mot cach ty nhién chang? Hay Kyoko da
1ai cau chuyén theo hwéng d6? Tuy nhién, vi sao c6 ta lai muon lam thé?
Co ta khong can biét, trir khi...

Tat nhién. C6 mot ly do. Tham chi Kyoko con khéng quang may cudn so6
Iru niém caa Shoko di, lai chu6c 1ay da th phién toai khi gtti ching cho
“ban than” cta c6 gai xau s6. Chang phai bdi vi ¢6 ta cam thay t6i 16i sao?
Néu c6 ta da nhoc cong véi may cudn sb lwu niém nhw vay, thi vai cai xac
cb ta sé doi x ra sao? C6 1€ co ta da chia cai xac lam nhiéu phan dé phi
tang, nhung Honma bat dau nghi dén khd nang, it nhét 1a vdi cai dau,
Kyoko da cé nhitng ké hoach khac, do Shoko so suat ma ggi y cho co ta.

Long tin cia Tamotsu da dugc lan truyén. Honma budc ban than minh
phai giit binh tinh. “Um, ciing c6 thé sy viéc dién ra theo chiéu huéng dé.
Néu chi nghi thoi thi chdang chitng minh dwoc diéu gi ca.”

Nhung Tamotsu lai dang hirng hye khi thé. “Bagi vay nén ching ta cang
phai dao sau. Chau con rat nhiéu ban & Utsunomiya. Néu can xGi tung toan
b0 san treong 1én, ching ta cling phai lam.”

That qua stc ngac nhién khi vao sang Chu nhat, mot nguoi hay ngu
nwéng nhw Makoto lai day ding gio dé chao tam biét Tamotsu. Tamotsu
dén chuyén tau cao toc sém dé trd vé Utsunomiya. Gwrong mat cau ta sang
stia, thoai mai. C6 vé nhu da san sang trd lai lam viéc.

Trai lai, Honma thitc day trong trang thai 10 do. Ngay hom trudc, khi anh
cung nhitng nguwdi khac ngoi lai ban chuyén, c6 diéu gi d6 dugc két hinh
trong tam thitc anh, nhwng r6i no tan bién di ngay. Luc nay day, khi anh van
nam lo mo trén giwvong, no lai thi thao vao tai anh, tréu choc anh, khién anh
chang dwgc nghi ngoi tron ven.

Pugc roi, dwge roi. Ba dén lic doi dién véi nhitng van dé thuc té hon,
Honma nghiém ttc tw nha r6i 1 ach ra khéi givong. Du vay moi chuyén
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chdng sudn sé cho lam. Anh danh v& mot chiéc dia khi don dep ban an sang
va phai tra tién phat cho Makoto.

“Trong b la 1am,” thang bé ndéi khi gitp anh sdy bat dia. “Nhw thé bo
khong ¢ day vay.”

“Um, c6 18 1a b6 khong & day that.”

“Nhung dau goi bo an dinh hon roi chit a? B6 sé s6m di lam lai chi@?”

Anh nghi 1a minh nén di lam lai thoi, anh khong thé c@ 6m vu nay su6t
doi dugc.

“Bac si Machiko sé noi sao day b6?” Makoto tréu. “B6 da vang mat
trong cac cudc hen gap cna bac si, nén bo sé chiu rac r6i.”

“Nhung bay gio bo di lai hoan toan binh thwong r6i.”

“Bo twdng nhw vay thoéi. Con nghi dang di ctia b6 van thiéu ty nhién

»

lam.
“Vay sao?” Honma néi réi khoa voi nuéc.

Makoto ra ngoai choi, Honma tiép tuc xem lai nhitng diéu minh dwoc
biét vé Kyoko Shinjo va Shoko Sekine. Cac loai gidy to rai khap mat ban.
Anh ddc biét chu trong nhitng khodng trong ma anh biét. Thit nhat: lam sao
Kyoko tiép can dugc dit liéu khach hang cia Roseline, liéu Wada cé lién
quan hay khong? Thi hai: néu Kyoko ding la tha pham thi vi sao c6 ta lai
ra tay sat hai me cia Shoko? Hai 16 hong chinh. Anh da danh vat végi ching
suot gan hai tuan nay nhung van chang c6 mady tién trién.

Anh tiép tuc gia dinh Kyoko doc dwgc mau tin dang trén bao “Kyoko,
néi chuyén thang than nao. Co6 hay trd lai di!” va c6 ta dot ngot xuat hién,
lao vao vong tay rong md cta Jun.

“Minh bé tay that roi!” Anh rau ri.

Anh ng6i xubng roi lai ding 1én, ditng mdt ldac lai ng6i phich xudng.
Trong khi d6, budi sang dan tr6i qua. Lic mot gid, Makoto trd vé nha, hoi
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b6 xem trwa nay an gi. Thuong vao nhitng ngay Isaka nghi lam, Honma sé
loanh quanh trong bép nau nuwéng ti chit, nhwng hém nay anh chang c6

’,

hirng.

“B6 con minh ra ngoai an trwva nhé?” Honma ggi y. Va chang can nhac
lai dén lan thit hai.

Hai cha con dén mot nha hang danh cho céac gia dinh ¢ gan khu chung
cw. Ra ngoai hit thd khong khi trong lanh that thich. Honma quyét dinh sau
bita an sé khong vé nha ngay.

“Chiéu nay con dinh lam gi?” Anh hoi trong khi ciing ciu con trai bugc
ra khoi nha hang.

“Ba gi0 chiéu con sé gap Kazzy. Gi0 thi cau dy di mua chiéc mday choi
dién t& ma&i roi.”

“Lan nay la tro gi vay?”

Honma nhw lac vao ma tran trueéc 10 gidi thich réi ram cua Makoto. N6
bat dau ké vé tro choi dén lan thit ba nhung khéng lam sao néi cho ranh
mach dugc. Thang bé dang noi vé diém thwéng gi dé trong bang diém cua
moi nguwdi choi.

“Tro do hét sdy bo a!”

“Hom nay bo vui chit a?” Makoto néi roi ué oai dudi canh tay.

“Chac chan roi.”

“B0, bo biét khong. B6 di lai binh thwong roi day.”

“Bo chang da bao con r6i con gi?”

“Nhuwng néu bo khéi han roéi thi bac si Machiko sé c6 don lam.”

Hai b6 con tién budc vé cong vién Minamoto. Theo lich thi gio da la
mua xuan nhung cdy trong cong vién c6 vé van chua hé hay biét. Hang
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dwong chia nhitng canh cdy tro trui 14 trén nén troi nhw dang chia nhitng
canh tay xuwong xau trong gio lanh dé té y phan déi. Canh may cay soi 1a dé
au, bay chim bay la 1a twédng nhw chi can gio tay da cham thau.

Go6c cong vién von danh trong hoa dién vi lic nay chi la mot hé bun.
Mot nhom vai hoa si nghiép dw da bay gia vé, cham chi ngdm dam hoa
thay tién roi phac nhitng dwong nét ctia mua dong lén khung tranh dang
khao khat sac xanh.

Honma nghi vé Kyoko Shinjo. Liéu c6 ta c6 ra ngoai dao choi vao mot
ngay nhu thé nay? Hay c6 ta chi phoi chan chiéu r6i nheo mat nhin mat
troi? Hinh danh Tamotsu cling chgt hién vé trong tam tri anh. Cau ta cé dinh
x6i tung ca san treong khong? Co thé lam chi¥! Honma nén ngan cau ta lai
moéi duoc.

Ciing c6 thé tat ca chi la mét sai 1am tinh vi. C6 1€ anh nén d& ha toa nha
gidy anh da day cong lap ghép, dé trd lai véi cong viéc, y anh 1a cong viéc
thure sur.

“Oi chao, da lau ldm ro6i bé con minh méi lai di dao thé ndy,” Makoto
vilra n6i vira chay lén triéc anh vai budce. “Con rat vui vi bo da khoe lai.”

“Con la bac s gioi nhat cua bo, Makoto a.”

Hai b6 con ngam nhitng ngudi cau ca quanh hé nwéc. Khi Makoto hat
hoi hai 1an lién tuc, hai bo con ra vé sau khi hita hen v6i nhau sé sém tra lai
day. Chiéc dong ho treo trén cong cong vién chi ba gid kém muai lam.

Makoto dirng lai tréc cong vao khu chung cu. “A, Kazzy dén kia r6i a.”
Thang bé néi.

“Néu nguoi ta ban hét tro choi do, ban con ra vé tay khong thi sao?”
Honma vG hoi.

“Kazzy da goi dién héi trwdc réi a. Kia kia bo!” Cau bé con khang
khang.
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Bon tré thoi nay biét tinh toan that, Honma tham nghi. Mot thi truong
rong 16n hau nhw chwa dwgc khai thac may. Anh va Makoto tiép tuc buéc
cho t6i khi toa nha ho & hién ra treéc mat.

Makoto ditng khung lai. “Oi, mui gi thé nhi?”

Mui khoéi cay xé xoc thang dén cho hai b6 con. Honma quay phat sang
hwéng dat 16 dot rac. “Pé bo di xem xem.”

“Con di véi bo.” Makoto dudi theo anh.

Mot ngudi mac o khoac dirng lai hii canh mét chiéc 16 dot rac nho, mot
tay quat khoi, tay con lai gii tii rdc. Anh ta chdp mat nhin Honma, r6i lac
lac dau, doi Honma lén tiéng phan nan. “Xin 16i. Chi la gidy vun théi. Hoi
am nén mai sinh khoi.” Nhitng vong khéi nong tda ra bén duwdi nap 10 kim
loai. Makoto ho khung khuc.

“Khong sao,” Honma no6i. Anh dang dinh nam tay Makoto kéo thang bé
di thi bat chgt nhin xudng. O chan 16 dét rac 1a tap s6 cai dugc budc bing
mdy sgi day mau den.

“Anh d6t ca thit nay nita a?”

Ngudi cong nhan vé sinh gio tay deo gang quét mo hoi tran. “Pung thé.
Nguwoi thué ching to6i don dep chd nay trong ngay Cha nhat la mot nhan
vién ké toan. Toan bo so sach ctia mwoi nam trude.”

“Thé thi lam viéc lam day!”

“Chac chan ro6i. Nhung ching t6i khéng thé bo qua dwoc. Phai huy hoan
toan. Anh chang d6 mat hang dong gidy muc. Pang 1€ cho nay phai dwa
vao vién bao tang mdi diung. Ngay nay chang may ai lam ké toan can than
nhw thé nay nita. Gid thi nha nha déu dung mdy vi tinh ca. Chi can nhap dir
liéu mot 1an, khong can ghi chép vao giay nita.”

Nhap mot 1an, khong can - Honma 1am nham lai nhitng 16i cua anh
chang kia.
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“Khong phai dau,” Makoto cao giong.
“Khong phai sao?” Anh chang cong nhan vé sinh cuoi hai.

“Co0 giao chau béo thé. Co6 gido chau cling c6 mot cuén sb dién ti, nhung
chu biét khong? Trong hwdng dan st dung c6 viét néu mdy dot ngot hét pin
thi moi di liéu sé bi mat sach, bdi thé véi nhitng dit liéu quan trong thi chu
phai luu lai & dau d6, dé dam bao an toan.”

Anh chang kia bat cudi. “Chi c6 loai may ré tién méi nhw thé thoi.”

“Khong dau, may nao ciing thé ca, c6 gido chau bao vay. Bdi thé ngwoi
ta m@i lvu thém ban in nita.”

“Nhung nhuv thé 1a phai mat cong gap doi day.”
“Vang, nhung nguoi ta hwéng dan nhw vay ma.”

Nguwdi cong nhan vé sinh m@ nap 16 dot rac, ném vao d6 thém mét loat
gidy nita. Makoto ngwdc nhin Honma, b6 cau ltic nay dieng sing, lang 1€ la
thwong. “Bo sao vay?”

Honma gio tay xoa dau thang bé. “Cam on con, chang trai!”
“Htrm... Vi diéu gi a?”

Honma xoa bu téc thang bé r6i mim cuwdi. “Con biét sao khong? Nho con
ma ngay mai bo sé vé Osaka.”
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Chuong 27

(19 ) Y N
Du’ lieu in ra tw* may tinh sao?”

Bon ho dang ditng trong phong tiép khach ctia Roseline, Wada cau nhau
khi Honma 1ap lai 161 yéu cau. Honma da dén chuyén tau cao tdc sém nhat
bubi sang, di thang dén tru s& Tap doan Mitomo yéu cau dugc gap Wada.
Lan nay nguoi 1é tan dan anh vao. Lan nay Wada déng sam ctta lai sau lung
cau ta.

“Anh di hét ngan ay duwong dat chi dé hoi toi diéu nay?”

“Pung vay, thue ra ddy khong phai la yéu cau duy nhat cta t6i.” Honma
viron thang ngudi day, néi véi giong qua quyét hon. “Ca nhitng bang cau
héi va don dat hang nita. Sau khi nhap thong tin vao may tinh, s6 phan
ching ra sao? Cau bo hét ca chi?”

“Tat nhién r6i. Néu khong thi ton dién tich lam. Ching t6i chi gilt ching
trong vong mot thang thoi.”
“That khéng?”

“That. Chung t6i hay dén t0 cudi cung.” Wada néi day tw tin, nghe c6
phan qua stic ty tin nita la khac.

“0, that vay sao.” Honma néi, kéo dai tirng chit dé nhan manh. “T6i
muon héi ai la nguwdi chiu trach nhiém huay may thit gidy t& d6?” Wada cup
mat, li€c sang phia khac.

Honma nhac lai cau héi, “Ai huy may thit gidy to d6?”
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Wada chuyén trong lwgng co thé tir chan nay sang chan kia, mdt tay dwa
1én treéc miii nhw muon gidu di gwong mat, mat van dan xuong dat.

“Cau hoi nay khong khé. C6 1y do gi khién cau khong thé tra 10i sao?”

“Ngudoi quan ly Phong Hanh chinh,” rét cudc ciing c6 cau tra 10i. Cau ta
hép tap néi thém, “Nhung Shinjo khong lam & Phong Hanh chinh.”

“Céac cau lam gi vdi dam gidy to can hay?”

“Moi thang mot lan, ching t6i chuyén ching cho bé phan dic biét
chuyén bao mat dit liéu.”

“Tiép do thi sao?”

“Chung dwgc lvu kho ¢ tang ham.”

“Kho nay khong khéa ha? Bat ctt ai cling vao dugc sao?”

Lan nay la mot khoang lang dai dang dac.

“Cau Wada.”

“Pung vay.” Loi dap v6i am diéu mat hét sitc song ciia mot cau hoc tro
tredc ong giao cua minh.

“Bat ctt ai cling vao dugc sao?”
Wada ho khé. “Bat ctt nhan vién nit nao ciing vao dugc.”

Honma hit mét hoi dai nhe nhom. Cac loai gidy to. Ban khai viét tay cua
khach hang. Mu6n c6 dit liéu, Kyoko khong can phai cuc siéu cong nghé
thong tin. Nhung gio lieu c6 con chitng c khong?

“T6i nghi cac cau cé ky hgp dong bao mat vdi cong ty quan 1y dir liéu
nay?”

“Tat nhién r6i. Cac ban cau hoi lan don dat hang déu c6 chira thong tin
ca nhan cua khach hang.”
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“Vay khi cac cau giri mot lwgng 16n gidy t0, c6 ai dém s6 hop va trong
chtrng cong viéc khong? Ai chiu trach nhiém vé viéc nay?”

“T6i nghi la Treéng phong.”

“Cau kiém tra lai dwgc khong? Quang thoi gian - tm, lic Kyoko Shinjo
con @ day - ti thang Tw nam 1988 dén thang Mwoi hai nam 1989. Xem cé
diéu gi bat thuong khong, s6 ho so trong hop gidy khong khép hodc thiéu
loai gidy to nao do6 chang han.”

Wada nhu héa da. “Phai kiém tra lai hét sao?”

“Neéu cau lam dwoc.”

“Toi e la khong c6 du thoi gian...”

“T6t thoi, vay thi hay dé van dé cho cdp cao hon gidi quyét. T6i mudn
biét tén sép cta cau.” Thyc ra anh sé bi sa vao m@ bong bong néu Wada tw
choi hgp tdc. Nhung ciing chang mat gi ma khong tham do théi d6 cau ta
khi can can da c6 vé thien léch.

“Sép cuha t6i?”

“Téat nhién roi, toi sé khong lam phién ngudi khac néu khong can thiét.
Pay la mot vu kha nhay cam.” Honma noi vGi vé kin dao. Mot giay sau,
anh da hoan toan bi thuyét phuc: khéng can thiét phai kiém tra nita - cau ta

biét. “Cau Wada. Co6 Shinjo cé lic nao nhd cau cho xem hodc sao chép dir
lieu khach hang khong?”

Wada bét than suy sup hoan toan. Cau ta cti dau thi nhan. “Co dy da héi
toi. T6i cho c6 ay xem. Toi da gitp c6 ay. T6i da chi c6 ay cach 1ay.”

Honma lai thé dai.

“Du vay, toi khong nhg chinh xac chuyén do6 xdy ra ltic nao.”

“Khong nhd dugc? Cau hoan toan khong nhé duwgc?”

Cau ta lac dau.
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“Khong sao.” Honma noi tiép. “Chi can ké cho t6i nghe ciu da lam gi.”

“Viéc d6 dé nhuw bon. Nhitng gi can lam la 1ay vai tap gidy to ra khéi
thung. Cong ty kia moi thang chi t6i thu mot lan.”

“Cau da md nhitng thung nao?”

“Chi vai thung dung ban tham do y kién thoi.”

“Ban tham do y kién chuan cta cong ty cau dy ha?”

Wada nhtin vai. “T6i da noéi roi day, toi khong nhé. Thuece sy...”

“Khong nhd chit nao?” Cau ta dinh gid vo dén bao gio day? Trong mat
cau ta van dao lién tuc.

“Lan dau tién vao thang Nam.”

Lan dau tién? “Vay la viéc nay dién ra thwong xuyén?”

Lai mot cai gat dau nita. Chang trach cau ta bon chon t¢i mic nay.
“Thang Nam,” Honma nhac lai. “Thang Nam nam nao?”

“Nam c6 ay t6i day lam.” Nam 1988.

“Tong cong cau da khui cac thung dit liéu bi mat hét bao nhiéu lan?”
“Bon lan.”

“Co phai bon lan lién tuc? Pén thang Tam?”

“Pung vay, déu dan moi thang.” Ro6i cau ta ty dong giai thich. “Khoanh
vung cac ban khao sat tr Tokyo - Kanto - Kofu - Nagano. Co gai nay c6 s&
thich that tha vi, t6i da tw nhu nhw thé. C6 1€ vi thé nén gio to6i van nhd ro.”

“Kyoko khong néi vi sao c6 ta muon c6 ching a?”

“Um, chi 1a...” Wada thoai thac. “C6 ay néi la dang luyén thao tac véi
may tinh, cach st dung cac chuwong trinh trong may, vi thé c6 ay can mot it
dir liéu.”

“Co ta dwa ra ly do nhu thé?”
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Wada im lang.

“Cau lai di tin nhitng 161 d6?”

Cau ta cuoi rubi. “Thyc ra téi doan co dy ban chiing cho mdt cong ty ban
hang qua mang nao d6.” Cho du Kyoko dua ra ly do gi, cau ta van san sang
giup ma chang buon dat cau hoi.

“Cau Wada!”

“Vang?”

“Cau c6 cach nao biét dugce liéu ban tra 10i khao sat cua Shoko Sekine co
nam trong dong gidy to d6 khong?”

“T6i chiu. Néu c6 thoi gian t6i sé kiém tra lai xem.” Khi gidi thich, cau
ta n6i cang lic cang nhanh. “Nhitng thong tin trong cac ban khao sat déu
dwgc danh dau theo ngay, vi thé ching ta c6 thé chay chwong trinh tim
kiém va lay di liéu trong mot khodng thdi gian nhat dinh.”

“Cau c6 thé in toan bo dit liéu cta bon thang lién, bat dau tir thang Tw
khong? T6i khong quan tam phai mat bao lau. Téi dgi dugc.”

Wada thé dai. Han cdu ta da doan truedc duge. “Viéc nay cé thuce si can
thiét khong?”

“Unm, ti td mo mudn biét sép cia cau nghi sao.”

“Thoi dugc, thoi duge.” Cau ta dua hai tay 1én cao toc. “Nhung xin anh

gitt bi mat chuyén nay.” Bung nhv Honma dv liéu, cau ta khong mu6n nam
dang ludi.

Wada keét thiic cudc néi chuyén bang 16i hita hen nwéc doi “dé xem toi
lam duwgc gi”. Toi cho cau hai gio dong h6, Honma noéi. Cau ta bdo Honma
dgi ¢ quan ca phé lan tredc, Kanteki. Anh ngoi day, goi do udng lién tuc.

Mudi lam phut treée khi hét gio, Wada xudt hién cung tap gidy in day
dén ntra tdc. “Mot tram sdu muoi ban ca thdy,” cdu ta néi roi dat tap giay
1én ban.
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Kyoko han ciing da ngoi trwdc mat cau ta thé nay, Honma nghi. Anh lat
tap gidy xem luwdt qua. “Shoko Sekine thi sao?” Anh hoi.

“Thong tin cta c0 ta c6 trong nay,” Wada tra 10i, tay chi vao quang hai
phan ba xdp gidy. “Dit liéu thang Bdy.”
Shoko co tén trong dit lieu khach hang Roseline vao ngay 15 thang Bay.

Lam sao Kyoko nham tring Shoko nhi? Nhitng dac diém nao dugc wu
tién khi c6 ta phai xem hang loat tén, tudi, dia chi, noi lam viéc va s6 ho
chiéu?

Trudc hét 1a tudi. Nhitng ngudi khac biét qua nhiéu vé do tudi - hodc qua
gia hodc qua tré - sé khong dugc chon. Nghé nghiép ctia nguwoi dé phai
thuoc dang khong gay su chu y, khong dugc chon nguwdi c6 mot “cong viéc
tot”. C6 thé 1a mot ngudi that nghiép hoac lam nghé tuw do, khi d6 sy vang
mat ctia ho sé khong gdy thac mac. Nguoi do cé rat it hodac khéng c6é nguoi
than. Mot ngudi khong quéa quan trong vdi bat ky ai.

Thang Nam, r6i thang Sau, thang Bay, cudi cung la di liéu cua thang
Tam. Kyoko han da phan loai rd rang, chon ra nhitng ho so kha di, c6 1é
cudi cung loc dwgc khodng nam ngwoi, chac chan khong hon con s6 nay
duwgc. Khi da c6 thit minh can, c6 ta sé hanh dong. Don dep tat ca, don gian
héa hét thady moi thi.

“Vay la anh tim dugc c¢6 Shoko Sekine cia anh réi nhé,” Wada néi. “Gid
tot hon t6i nén rit lui. Viéc dang chat dong trén ban cua toi kia kia...”

“Khoan, cau & lai da. Nam phat nita.” Honma roi mat khéi ban tra 16i
khao sat cia Shoko. Anh dot nhién nhin ra thit gi d6. Dwong nhw nhitng no
e tim kiém cua anh ti treéc dén nay da bat Itra, nhen 1én mot ngon lira,
nho thoéi nhung chay mai.

“Gi vay?” Wada héi.

Shoko Sekine khong phai la ngwoi dau tién dugce Kyoko lwa chon.
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Dang 1&6 Honma phdi tw c6c dau minh méi dwgc. Dit liéu ctia Shoko
thudc tap ho so thang Bay. Nhung Kyoko van nhd Wada 1ay cho co ta tap
ho6 so thang Tam. Nhw vay c6 1é con cé doi twgng khac nita, mét ngudi nao
dé dap trng day du hon cac yéu cau cua co ta.

Co 1€ Shoko chi 1a lya chon s6 hai, nhung r6i Kyoko phat hién ra cai chét
cua me Shoko? Mot su trung hop hoan hdo. Du sao thi c0 ta cling ting dat
mua bao Tokyo. C6 1€ nao c6 ta doc dugc mau tin vé vu “cong trinh kién
tric xudéng cap” dan tGi cai chét cua ba Sekine? Khong phai mot vu giét
nguoi, ma la mot tai nan hodc mot vu ty sat. Liéu viéc phat hién ra Shoko
gid chi c6 mot minh c6 da khién Kyoko chuyén hwéng chi y? Honma nhw
thay tredc mat minh nhitng dau moéi dang dwoc sap xép lai.

“T6i khong biét anh dang nghi gi, nhung rot cudc chuyén dé c6 nghiém
trong khong?” Trudc vé lo dang cia anh, Wada thdy chon chon.

“Co thé rat nghiém trong.”
“Nhung. Xem nao... Toi chwa bao gio...”

“Cau Wada, hay c6 nhd xem liéu c6 Shinjo cé lic nao 1én ndi khong?
Vung Yamanashi ay.”

“Yamanashi?”

“Piing vay. Ngon Nirazaki. O gan Kofu trén tuyén duong Chuo. C6 mot
birc twong Nt than Hanh phiic & d6. C6 bao gid co ta nhac dén khong?”

Giong Wada nhé hon, c6 phan do dy. “T6i, t6i nghi la c6.”

“That chit? Chinh xac cau nghe dvgc trong treong hgp nao?”

“Chung t6i... Y t6i 1a... toi cling 6 Ay t&i db.”

“DPi cung nhau?”

“Chung t6i cung nhau l4i xe t&i d6. Thuc ra d6 la lan thi hai toi va c6 dy
di choi véi nhau.” Cau ta nuot khé nhoc. “Chi gai t6i 1dy chong va song &
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Kofu. Thé nén t6i nghi minh nén dwa Kyoko dén gap chi ay. Ching toi da
1én ngon Nirazaki, chti yéu la dén tham vuwon nho.”

Puwa mot ngon tay 1én chéng tran, Honma héi, “Hai nguoi 1ai xe cung
nhau?”

“Pung thé.”

“Cau yeéu co Shinjo, phai khong?”

Khong c6 cau tra 10i.

“Néu lic ay c6 ta c6 ngwoi dan ong khac, chac chan cau sé biét, ding
khong? Khong c6 dau hiéu cta nguwdi nao khac chir?”

Wada lac dau.

“Cau chac chi?”

“T6i dam bao, dugc chwa ndo? Y tdi 13, ching toi...”

“Cau va c0 ta yéu nhau.”

Wada gat dau kho s6.

Kyoko da dé dang sai khién anh chang nay. Nhung ai 1a ngwdi ma Kaoru
Sudo da nhac dén? Ai da ngoi trong xe cung Kyoko khi c6 ta gdp tai nan?
Tén cua nguoi do, co ta khong chiu hé 10.

Cdnh tay phdi day nhitng vét bong.
Nguoi run ldy bay.
Tiép theo khi & trong phong tam, né dong dau vao tuong.

“T6i rat nghiém tdc trong chuyén tinh cdm vdi Kyoko,” Wada bat ngd
lén tiéng. “T6i dam chac cd dy biét diéu do. Chac chan khong c6 mot ai
khac.”

Honma nhin thang vao mat cau ta. “Dwgc roi. T6i tin cau.” Pa khong co
ai khac, do la 1y do Kyoko khong chiu nhac dén mot céi tén nao. Chac chan
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khong c6 vu tai nan nao trén duong co ta lai xe.

Khi Honma li€c nhin chong ho so lan nita, m6t con 6n lanh chay doc
song lung anh. Vao ngay nghi van, 19 thang Muoi mot nam 1989, Kyoko
Shinjo & Tokyo hodc Yokohama hodc Kawasaki, 1én theo doi mot phu nit
nao do. Boéi twong hang dau cua co ta dang an ndp dau do6 trong dam ho so
nay. Hoac do6 1a mot ngwoi gan giii - c6 phan qua gan giii - vai 0 ta.

Chura bong dén do ba nhung ciing gan nhu khdp cd cdanh tay.

Ao len dd bj chdy rdi.

Chai xdng & can hd Honancho. C4 mui xang nong ndc khi anh cam 1én.
Nhitng canh quat bép bong loang.

Mot vu phong hoa.

Trd lai Tokyo, budc tiép theo la tro chuyén véi tat ca nhitng phu nit ma
Kyoko c6 1é tirng tiép can. Funaki xin nghi viéc mdt ngay, vo chong Isaka
cling tham gia, bon ho luc trong dam hé so nhitng phu ni* dang trong do
tudi doéi muoi.

“Ctr tr xung la ‘Canh sat’ néu thay can thiét,” Funaki hwéng dan. “Héi
xem trong hai nam trd lai day c6 nguoi than nao cua co ta gap tai nan hodc
bi throng nang khong. Bang moi gia phai dan dat cho ho néi.”

C6 nguoi da chuyén di. C6 nguoi cai dat may tra 10i tw dong. C6 nguoi
trc tiép nhac may. Pay thwc sy la tro can ndo. Khi troi t6i, Funaki va
Honma giuc vg chong Isaka ra vé. Giong ctia ho déu da tré nén lao khao.

Pa hon muoi mot gio dém, da dén ldac két thic ngay va nghi ngoi doi
chut.

Funaki khum tay che 6ng noéi. “Tim dwoc r6i!” Anh ta goi Honma lic
nay dang ngoi dudi chan canh ctra s6. Ro6i anh ta noi ti€p vao dién thoai.
“Co0 gilr may nhé, toi sé chuyén may cho ngwoi phu trach.”
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Emi Kimura, hai muwoi bon tu6i. Theo ho so, c6 gai nay lam “nghé tw
do”. Ban dau c6 ta n6i bang giong diéu ngot ngao, nghe nhw giong tré con.
Nhung r6i co ta dot ngdt ngat 161 Honma, “That chi? Cac anh khéng phai
dang lam chuwong trinh Camera gidu mat hay twong tw thé ch?”

“Khong. To6i rat xin 16i vi phéi lam phién. Khong biét c6 c6 gitp dugc
ching t6i khong, nhung hay dé cho t6i giai thich. Ching t6i c6 duwgc thong
tin vé cd nho hé thong dit liéu khach hang cia mdt cong ty c6 tén Roseline.
Toi tin 1a O biét cong ty nay?” Honma ngirng lai. “Co Kimura. Toi rat xin
16i nhwng nhitng cau hoi nay vo cung quan trong doi véi mot vu ma chiing
t0i dang diéu tra. Gia dinh c6 khong c6 nhiéu nguwoi, va c6 ty nudi song ban
than, c6 dung khéng? Ca b6 va me c6 déu da qua doi phai khéng?”

Giong Emi lac han. “Lam sao anh biét hét nhitng chuyén nay?”

Khé quan day, Honma gat khé ra hiéu cho Funaki. “Dong nghiép cua toi,
nguoi vira noi chuyeén vai co luc nay, da hoi la trong vong hai nam vura qua,
c0 c6 nguoi ho hang nao gdp tai nan thwong tam khong. Co noi la co6. Co co
thé ké chi tiét hon khong?”

Emi ngdm nghi mot lic méi tra 16i. “La chi gai t6i.”
“Chi gai caa c6?”

“Pung vay!”

Honma nhac lai. “Pung ch&?”

Emi c6 vé hoang sg. “Anh nghe nay, tdi gdc may day. Y t6i 1a 1am sao ti
biét dwgc day khong phai cudc goi tir mot ké quai dan nao d6? Lam sao toi
biét dwgc cac anh c6 thue 1a canh sat hay khong?”

Honma do dy. Funaki giat 1dy 6ng nghe khéi tay anh, doc mot 1éo s6
dién thoai cua Ban Diéu tra. “Co6 ghi dwgc ch? T6i muén co lam thé nay.
Goi t6i d6 va noi tén cua bon t6i. Héi xem c6 canh sat nao c6 tén nhw thé
khong. C n6i v6i ngwdi nghe mdy la ¢6 muén no6i chuyén véi thanh tra
Honma ngay lap titc. Nh& ho bao anh ta goi lai cho c6 ngay khi cé thé. Nh&
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bia ra mot céi tén va so dién thoai. Dirng néi tén that va so dién thoai that
ctia c6. Nguoi do sé goi cho ching t6i bao rang c6 goi t6i. Sau dé ching toi
sé goi lai cho c0, néi cho c6 tén va so dién thoai gia ma ching téi dugc
nghe. Nhé dirng nham lan buwéc nao ca. Co sé thay la chiing t6i no6i that.
Nhuv vay dwoc khong?”

Emi dong y r6i gac may.
“Khi cau dang voi, ct thtt chon duwong vong ma xem,” Funaki noi. Anh

ta 14y mot diéu thudc ra cham. “Um, tiép theo chiing ta s& lam gi? Néu cau
chuyén cua co Emi nay khong phu hgp?”

Honma lac dau. “Cau biét khong, t& dang tu héi, vi sao co ta lai tré vé
vach xuat phat khi da c6 ngan dy di liéu? Kyoko ma t& biét sé gilt ban ghi
chép chi tiét. Dé phong trir.”

Funaki lam bam. “C¢ ly.”

“Hirm, Iwa chon hién nhién lic nay cua co ta la nguwoi trwde day co ta da
chon roi loai ra. B6i twgng s6 mot trede day cua co ta. Khi ching ta tim

dwgc ngwoi nay, ching ta cting sé tim dwgc Kyoko. Chiing ta sap bat kip co
ta r6i.”

“Cau nghi thue sy Emi c6 thé gitip ching ta tim ra Kyoko ha?”

bién thoai d6 chuéng. Cudc goi tir nguwoi trec ban. “Hon ha? Co nguoi
tén la Akiko Sato goi cho cdu, n6i la mudn néi chuyén vdi cau. Viéc khan.
TG& bao vai co ta la cau dang nghi, nhung c6 ta c khang khang doi gap cho
bang dwgc.”

Dba 1au lam ro6i anh mdi nghe lai biét danh ctia minh ¢ Cuc: “Hon”. Ciing
giong nhu nhitng cap vg chong chung séng bao nam goi nhau bang biét
danh thué ban dau.

“Co6 so dién thoai khong?”

“Hai lam. 5555-4444 c6 ta doc cho t& thé. Cau c6 nghi c6 ta dang choi
x0 cau khong?”
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“Khong sao dau. Cam on cau da bao.” Anh an két thiic cudc goi, r6i bam
s0.

Emi cam ong nghe ngay khi dién thoai vira d6 chudng. Honma cd gitt
giong minh that binh than. “Xin chao! Xin hoi c6 phéi c6 Akiko Sato & s6
dién thoai 5555-4444 khong?”

“Cau khong phai nghi ngo tri twdng twgng phong phu cua co ta dau,”
Funaki thi thao.

Nhuwng Emi Kimura khong c6 tam trang dua tiép. Co ta bat khoc.

“Ba nam trudc, tirc la vao nam 1989, quang cudi thang Mudi mot. Ngay
muoi chin hay hai muoi gi do... Hom dé la Chu nhat. Chi gai toi gdp phai
mot tai nan khung khiép.”

“La gi?”

“M0ot vu héa hoan. Chi ay bi béng rat nang. Nao chi t6i bi ton thwong do
hit qua nhiéu khoi. Chi t6i bi hon mé su6t mot thoi gian dai. Bén hé nam
ngodi thi chi ay qua doi.”

Vay ra day chinh la 16i lam 16n nhat cua Kyoko. D6i twgng s6 mot cia co
ta 1a Emi, nguwoi duy nhat co ta can loai bo trong gia dinh Emi van chwa
chét. Chac chan Kyoko c6 thé tiép tuc thic hién ké hoach da vach san, va
sé tinh s6 chi gai cia Emi sau, nhung nhw vay thi qua mao hiém. Néu nguoi
chi gai do tinh lai thi sao? Va néu Kyoko thit lai lan nita, ré rang ngudi ta
sé khong con coi la tai nan nita. Thé nén c6 ta chuyén hudng sang nguoi
khac, m6t ngudi vira bi mo coi me.

Van c6 nhitng diém can lam ro. “Coé Kimura. C6 ké vé vu héa hoan di.”
Honma noi.

Emi dap nhu thé da doan trwdc cau hoi. “Chung to6i khong biét ngon ltra
bat dau ttr dau, nhung lyc lwgng citu hda va canh sat cho rang dé la mot vu
phong hoa. Vao quang thoi gian dé, & khu phod ching t6i con c6 may vu
chay nita. Giéng nhuw cé ngwoi mudn khing bé tinh than chiing t6i vay. Bao
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da dua tin vé cac vu chay nay, mot vu xay ra, ti€p theo la mét chudi cac vu
chdy. Ai cling cang thang ca.”

Honma nham mat lai. Loai bao Kyoko doc, t& bao ctia Tokyo. Cé thé co
ta doc duwgc vé cac vu chay lién tiép ¢ dé nén quyét dinh 1gi dung chiing.

“H6m d6 t6i di hoc nhdy. Téi may man thoat nhg vé nha muon. Gio do
chi toi da di ngu nén khong kip chay ra ngoai.”

Honma ngd rang sw viéc khong don gian nhw thé, anh nghi ngon lra
duwgc nhen 1én cé chi dinh nham vao mot nguwdi duy nhat. “Cé Kimura...”
Anh liéc nhin Funaki r6i nuot khan khé nhoc. “Quanh thgi diém xay ra vu
hoa hoan, c0 1é trede d6 mot thoi gian, co hay chi gai co c6 lam quen vai ai
khong?”

“Y anh 1a ban gai ha?”

“Pung vay. C6 ai khéng?”

Emi yén lang mdt ldc. “Téi khong biét. Téi quén mat roi. Toan bo
khoang thai gian d6 bay gio trong rong trong t6i. Cu soc qua khing khiép.”

“T6i cling biét vay,” Honma dong cam. “Mdi day thi sao? Dao gan day
€0 c6 nguoi quen maGi khong?”

“Nguoi mdi quen?”

“Pung vay. Mot ngwdoi néi la ban cili cia chi ¢6 chang han, hodc ai do6
dirng hoi dwong roi nhan thé tro chuyén...”

“Vay thi c6 day.”

“Co0 gap ai a?” Hong anh nhu thit lai. “Ai vay? C6 biét tén co ta khong?”
“Co ay ho Shinjo. Kyoko Shinjo.”

“Kyoko Shinjo.”

Khi nghe Honma lap lai cai tén nay, Funaki vo vo long ban tay 1én tran
roi chadm rai nam tay vay khé trén dau biéu 16 sy vui mirng.
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“Co ta la ai? Lam sao c0 quen co ta?”
“Chi ay la ban chi gai t6i. Chi &y mdi lién lac may ngay truéc théi.”

Nhip thé ctia anh nhu nghen lai. “C6 nhac lai xem nao? C6 ta méi lién
lac may ngay truéc?”

“Yahoo!” Funaki luc nay da ding bat day, miéng hu hét.

Honma gio bén chan lanh ldn 1én ra bd da anh ban minh. “Xin 16i vi cau
ay lam on. Béng nghiép cua t6i qua vui mirng khi tim dwgc c6.”

Emi c6 vé hoi ngac nhién, nhung c6 chi cwoi khé.

“Co Kyoko Shinjo do da néi gi?”

“Chi dy ndi da 1au khong co tin titc gi vé chi t6i nén quyét dinh goi tdi
héi tham. Khi tdi noi chi t6i da qua doi, chi ta néi rang rat thwong tiéc. Chi
ta mu6n bay t6 tdm long quy mén va nho t6i dan di tham mo. Bon t6i hen
gdp nhau ¢ Ginza, vao chiéu thitr Bay tuan nay.”
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Chuong 28

Honma hen gap vao thit Bay. Budc tiép theo, anh lai t6i Utsunomiya.

Trén duwong vé do, tam tri anh nhw lac lv cung nhip chuyén dong cua
chuyén tau. Anh van chwa nhan dugc tin tic gi tit Tamotsu. Luc rdi Tokyo
cau ta c6 vé rat tu tin, nhwng liéu cau ta c6 thuc sy tin rang minh da sic x&i
tung ting goc san truong khong nhi? Tham chi Honma ting dinh bao cau
ta khoan dao x6i. Néu bon anh tom duwgc Kyoko Shinjo thi viéc tim céi xac
dé sau ciing dugc. Dau sao thi van con c6 mot tia hy vong co ma...

Honma chi dé lai 10i nhan, nhwng ngay khi bwéc ra khoi canh cita quay,
anh da nghe thay c6 tiéng nguoi goi minh. O phia ding xa cta phong cho
nha ga la doi vai be be cung nu cudi toe toét quen thudc.

O bén ngoai, gi6 bac théi tir dong bang chau thé Kanto vé lanh gi4, budt
dén tan xwong. That nhe nhom khi leo 1én bén ghé hanh khach cta chiéc xe
tai nho hiéu Honda. Trong vai phat dau, Honma phdi xoa nan dau goéi dé
giip mau tuan hoan tré lai.

“Chau c6 vao viéc can ké vai chad,” Tamotsu néi tredc.

“Pugc ddy, nhung dé t6i ké trede da,” Honma ngat 16i cau ta. “Ngay thw
Bay t6i day, ching ta sé gap Kyoko Shinjo. Chau c6 biét ngudi ta thwong
bdo doi cé nhitng viéc con hon ca tiéu thuyét khong?”

Tamotsu chdp mat sttng sot khi nghe Honma thuat lai nhitng tin ti'c méi
nhat. Tamotsu hai lan nhac anh néi cham lai. Cudi cung, cau ta tdp chiéc xe
tai vao lé, tat may, tho 16 rang cam thay qua kinh hoang. Phai muoi phut
sau cau ta m@i khoi dong lai xe.
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“Chu noi thit Bdy a? La ngay kia. Chau di cung chu dugc khong?”
“Téat nhién roi.”
“Cha nh¢ chu da hita gi khong? Dé cho chau noi chuyén vdi a ta tredc

S }

ay.
“Cht nhg.”

Tamotsu danh tay lai cho chiéc xe ré & doan nga tw, ngay khi dén tin hiéu
chuyén sang mau do. “Trwdc khi vé nha, chdu mudn dwa chd t6i xem
trrong chau.” Cau ta noéi roi tiép tuc cho xe chay thang, doi tay nam chat vo
lang. “N6 nam ngay gan cong vién Hachiman Yama.”

Xe chay bang bang qua nhitng con pho ma Honma titng ghé trong
chuyén di lan tredc, chang may choc bon ho da t¢i mot con doc, tir day
danh mat nhin ra xa la nhitng ngon do6i xanh xanh. Thanh phé nay cé rat
nhiéu khong gian rong rai thoang dang, mot khung canh tuyét dep ma dan
Tokyo chwa kham pha ra. San choi cua ngoi truong ma Tamotsu va Shoko
tirng theo hoc khong bé nhé nhv mot san choi bong 16 ma da rong dé cung
lic t6 chitc mot tran béng bau duc va mét tran béng chay. Ngbi treong bé
tong mau xam cao bén tang c6 vé xa xam han. Nhitng hang cdy anh dao
bao quanh toan bg san. Han khung canh noi day dep tuyét vao thang Tw.

“Chéu sé khong thé nao dao xdi toan bo khu vie nay dwoc.”

Mot dam tré mac dong phuc thé duc mau hat dé dang hoc nhay cao. Hai
muoi hay ba muoi dita ca thdy, co 1é déu la hoc sinh pho théng. Gido vién
phu trach ching thoéi coi lién hoi.

“Chéau da hoi hét dam ban ctia minh, bon chau c6 gang tai hién ngoi
treong va san truong thoi ca 1t con hoc ¢ day.” Tamotsu noi, hai tay gio ra
nam 14y twong hang rao Honma nhin cdu. “Chéu néi ‘tdi hién’ nghia la
sao?”

“Toan b0 cho nay da dugc xay dung lai cach day nam nam.”

“0.” Vay thi chuyén gi ciing c6 thé xay dén ca.

https://thuviensach.vn



Tamotsu gai dau. “Ho da di chuyén cho cua toa nha, vi thé ngay bay gio
chéau khong biét mo con chim chét tiét kia & dau.” Cau ta cudi vang.

Honma lai nhin chang trai. Cau ta vui gi ch nhi?

“Chau da dinh goi cho chu,” Tamotsu noéi. “Khong phai chau bo tay dau,
chi 1a chau nghi can phai kiém tra lai mot s6 chi tiét truedc da.”

Cau ta tiép tuc ké, hai nam trudc, tirc la vao mua xuan nam 1990, Itic hoa
anh dao né ro, mot co gai, han la Kyoko Shinjo, t&i choi & san treong nay.

“0, that sao?”

Tamotsu twa vao hang rao, cham rai gat dau. “That a. Mot gido vién cii
cua bon chau, c6 Kina da day tt thoi bon chau con hoc ¢ day. Gio c6 da
ngoai ngll tuan nhwng cé tri nhd sac nét hon bat ¢t nguwdi thu thw nao. Co
ay da ké cho chau nghe chuyén nay.” C6 ay con khang dinh bitrc dnh cua
Kyoko. “N6i rang nhé duwgc vi co gai dé qua xinh dep.”

“Ba ay gdp c6 ta chinh xac la & dau? Co6 hoi xem coO ta dang lam gi
khong?”

“P6 la mot budi chiéu thit Bay. Kyoko vao thang san truwong, tién lai
ngay cho dang kia.” Tamotsu vira n6i vira dua tay chi vé rang anh dao. “Co
ta loanh quanh nhw thé dang ngam anh dao nd, viéc nay kha la binh thuong.
Rét nhiéu nguoi séng gan day, tham chi ca khach du lich thwong dén ngam
hoa. Lic dau c6 Kina chang dé tam lam. Nhuwng roi thay co gai ditng dé hoi
1au thi c6 gido t6i bat dau lo lang va di ra héi chuyén. C6 ta mac bo vay va
ao khodc mau den, hau nhv khong trang diém. Giong nguwdi dy dam tang

»

vay.

Khi c6 gido Kina lai gan, c6 gai tré néi la minh mai ngam hoa anh dao
dén quén hét y niém vé thoi gian. Nhung c6 diéu gi d6 khong 6n lam, vay
nén co Kina héi c6 ta vi sao lai t6i day. “Chu biét c6 ta tra 16i sao khong?
Co ta dén thay mat cho mot nguwdi ban.” Honma ngwdc mat nhin nhitng tan
anh dao rung hét 1a. Bén thay mdt cho mét nguoi ban.
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“Co Kina hoi ban c6 ta c6 phdi la nguoi ¢ vung nay khong. Co gai do gat
dau. Cha thay khong? Va... chid san sang nghe tiép chit?” Tamotsu hit mot
hoi dai. “Co ta n6i ban c6 ta da tirng hoc & day, va rat yéu ngoi tredng nay.
Ban c6 ta ti'ng ké chuyén chon mét con chim trong san treong. Nhung tat
nhién c6 ta khong biét cho chon.” Kyoko da thay mat Shoko t6i day dé hoi
twdng qua khu.

“Co Kina bat dau nghi ngd va héi thém mét vai cau nita. Ban c0 ta gio &
dau, sao co ay khong ty vé truong?” Luic dau c6 ta khong tra 161, nhung
cu6i cung thira nhan rang ban c6 ta da chét.

Honma ditng canh Tamotsu, vai cham vai. Bon tré dang chay dua nghich,
du6i nhau chay long vong. Honma c6 thé cdm nhan dwgc mui dat xung
quanh.

“Chéau nghi la chau lam khéng dén noi nao, phai khong chi?” Tamotsu
noi, quay ngwoi bwdc khadi cho hang rao. “Chau dang nghi nén bao cho thay
hiéu tredng va hoi phu huynh dé xin phép dao xd&i trén san truong. Ciing
dang thtr 1am chit. Chau ddm ca c6 & Kyoko tGi day dé chon Shoko. Néu
ching ta dao 1én thi sé tim duwgc ¢o ay.”

Mat san dwdi chan ho la dat nén, kho va citng. Honma twa vao hang rao,
dau cac ngoén tay bam vao day xich thép. “Vay la Kyoko tirng t6i day,” anh
noi, can trong lwa chon tir ngtt. “Nhuwng t6i van cho rang Shoko khong dugc
chon ¢ quanh day dau.”

Tamotsu nhin thang vao mat anh. “Sao lai khong a? Nhung chau nghi,
chu da cét cong di chirng ay duong dat téi day...”

“Co0 ta khong thé chon ban cau & day duoc. Y t6i 1a 6 ta c6 y dinh do,
nhung roi khong thye hién duwgce, qua sirc mao hiém. Dau sao thi day la san
trrong. Sé c6 ngwoi nhin thiy. Toi doan c6 ta da tdi day, xem xét mot vong
va thay la bat kha thi.”

“Nhung ma...”
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Honma néi tiép, giong van rat binh than. “Theo nhw t6i doan, Kyoko
Shinjo da chon dau Shoko & noi an toan nhat ma c6 ta tim thdy, mot noi
nao dé. Nhw vay hgp ly hon. Tét nhién c6 ta khong hé nghi phan thi thé &
Nirazaki bi 15. C6 1é c6 ta nghi phan thi thé do sé bi quang vao bai rac.”

Tamotsu van ditng sttng. Mot tiéng coi tuyt 1én, ddm hoc sinh mac dong
phuc chay khéi vach xuat phat.

“Co ta mudn chon cai dau @ mot noi ma khong ai phat hién ra. Khi hoan
thanh, c6 ta t6i day dé chon theo nhitng ky tc cua Shoko. C6 ta khong thé
yén long néu khong vé lai noi Shoko mong muon duwgc an tang.” Ciling
giong Makoto va Kazzy chon ky tc vé con Bau Dat.

Tiét mua xuan, nhitng canh hoa vuwrong trén téc, Kyoko tirng dén va dirng
bén duwéi nhitng tan hoa anh dao. C6 phai day la cach co ta cau xin Shoko
tha thit cho minh? Hay bdi co ta coi trong viéc ngam quang duwong au tho
cua Shoko, du chi mot 1an?

Ban c6 ta dad chét.

“Chéau hiéu, nhung néu thé thi dau Shoko dwgc chén ¢ dau? Co ta da
giau n6 & cho nao?” Tamotsu buon ba hai.

Chi c6 mot nguwdi mai co cau trd 16i chac chan.

Lai mé6t hoi coi nita cat 1én. Tiéng coi nhw té céng gitra bau troi sang sta
lanh gia trong khi dam hoc sinh bat dau xudt phat, hoi rang sitc ngugc
chiéu con gié.

“Tré lai Tokyo thoi,” Honma néi. “Chung ta con c6 mot cudc hen dang
cho.”
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Chuong 29

Nhé hang Y, noi Emi Kimura dong y hen gap Kyoko Shinjo toa lac tai
quan Ginza, nhung cach xa trung tdm mua sam cta khu viee nay. Coé 1€ nho
vay ma khéng gian ctia n6 twong doi rong rai. Nha hang cé tran cao, mot
gac ling va mot khoang am san hinh tron ¢ ngay chinh gitta phong. Cugc
hen duwgc dn dinh vao lic mot gio chiéu. Bay gio la mwoi hai gio bon muoi
lam phuit.

“C0 khong can phai 16 dién néu thay khong thodi mai,” Honma bao véi
Emi. “Chung toi sé biét khi co ta xuat hién.”

Nhung co gai khong chiu nghe. “Chau phai thtta nhan la chau hoi so,
nhung néu c6 ta la nguwdi ma cac chd nghi la da giét chi gai chau, chau phai
tan mat nhin thay co ta.”

“Ctr xtt sy binh thwong nhé,” Honma dan c6. Emi dang ng6i & ban gan
chinh gitta khu viec &m san. Viéc chd doi khién c6 cang thang. Co6 dat tay
l1én ngwc nhw muoén gitt cho trai tim bét chon rén. Cé6 khong cham t6i coc
cappuccino cia minh.

Honma va Tamotsu da chiém m6t ban trén san, canh cau thang, quan sat
bao quat khu virc bén dwédi. Bon ho ciing khong dong tGi coc ca phé truwée
mat, mac du Tamotsu dd uong dén ly nuwéc loc thit hai.

“Chau sé noéi chuyén vdi co ta, ding khong a?” Tamotsu néi dén lan thi
khong biét bao nhiéu.

“Pung r6i,” Honma néi. “Chau dinh néi gi véi c6 ta?”

Tamotsu cup mat. “Chau khong biét.”
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Funaki dang ng6i & phia dang xa cua nha hang, hai tay gii to& bao trai
rong tredc mat, nguwoi dién bd vét mau den ndi bat gitra can phong bai tri
noi that sang sua. Anh dang udng ly ca phé thit hai.

Nha hang nay c6 hai 16i vao. Du Kyoko vao bang 16i nao, ho ciling sé
thdy c6 ta. Bon ho cling dé y canh chitng néu c6 ta mudn lén ra to* mot
trong hai 16i ctra.

Pém hom tredc Honma chang ngu dugc la bao. Anh da thitc khuya dé
cung Funaki xem xét lai toan bd cac chi tiét. Van chwa c6 chitng cit o rang,
khong c6 thi thé cu thé, chi c6 mot phu nit mat tich va mot nguwdi dong gia
c6 ta. Coé thé thay vai dong co giét ngwoi, nhung cach thite va hung khi thi
van con la diéu bi an. Nhitng chitng c gian tiép déu rat day da va thuyét
phuc, nhung viéc suy doan van gap phai nhitng han ché.

Nhuv Funaki tirng noi, “Sé khong vi quan toa nao tin dau. Ching ta dinh
kién cai gi?”

“Um, cau s& khong bao gi® biét dugc.”

“Tham chi dau van tay ciling khong c6? Liéu c6 may nguoi san long
dirng ra lam ching?”

“Chung ta c6 thé khich 1€ tinh than cac nhan chitng. ‘Hay ra lam chitng
di. Nhé la chi néi nhitng diéu ching t6i mudn nghe thoi nhé.””

Funaki cuwoi khay. “Cé vé cau khong ban long may nhi? Cau qua sung
suong vi tim dwgc c6 ta day théi.”

Nang chiéu nghiéng nghiéng trén madt san lat go. Lic nay ng6i & day,
Honma phai thtra nhan c6 1é Funaki néi dung. V&i cac vu an trude day, anh
chwa m6t 1an nao tim dwgc niém vui khi pha an. Anh khéng hé thay cay cu,
cling khong quyét tam dén do khong lay chuyén dwgc. Thuc sy Honma
cling khéng chac minh sé néi gi néu la ngwdi doi mat vdi ¢o ta trudce tién.
Tat thay nhitng gi anh c6 thé nghi dén 1a nhitng cau hai.
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Co6 dinh cwt lam viéc nay mdi sao? Chi vi cé thdt bai khi gia dang Shoko
Sekine, gio' c6 dinh tiép tuc dp dung chiéu cii véi Emi Kimura? Sau do thi
sao? C6 sé bién khéi Tokyo, bdi vi & dé c6 co nguy co cham trdn Jun phdi
khong?

Hay anh sé hoi xem c6 ta da lam gi v@Gi cai dau ctia Shoko Sekine? Hodc
héi co6 ta cAm thay thé nao khi Jun néi cho c6 ta biét viéc Shoko bi pha sén.
Co gai Mitchie & Cong ty Imai néng long muodn gap c6, cd ong gia Imai
cling thé, anh c6 nén chuyén 16i cho c6 ta khong? Liéu anh c6 nén ké
chuyén hai ham rang ctia Jun danh vao nhau 13p cap trong dém dau tién dén
gdp anh dé nho giap?

Diéu duy nhat téi biét chdc chdan la c6 khong c6 co hdi nao dé trd thanh
moét nguoi khdc cd. C6 la Kyoko Shinjo, luén luén la nhw thé. Ciing giéng
nhw Shoko Sekine, c6 ta khéng thé tré thanh mét nguoi khdc, du rdng cé ta
khdt them viéc do.

Tong mau trang nhd va vang nhgt cia quan nay khong hop véi Funaki,
Tamotsu va ca ban than anh. Phuc vu lwét t6i nhitng cap déi ngoi & cac ban
khac, anh mat ho cling 16 vé buon chan twong tw. C6 cé nghi nhu vdy
khéng? Honma muong twong khudén mat Kyoko trong dau. Liéu c0 ta co
dat mot chan 1én thém quan, r6i nhan thay c6 diéu gi dé khong 6n? Co ta sé
1ap titc quay ngoat di va lai chay tron lan nira?

Sé dé hon cho bon t6i néu c6 chay trén. Khi dé bon téi biét rdng toan b
cdu chuyén nay la co thuc.

“Co ta kia r6i,” Tamotsu néi khé. Cau ta ngo6i thang day, lvng ciing do.

Panh mat qua phia bén kia can phong, Honma nhin thdy Funaki ha khé
t0 bao xudng khi chiéc 4o khodc mau xanh da troi lwét qua ché anh. Khéng
thé nao nham dwoc. Chinh 1a co ta.

Dbé kiéu téc khac. Déi hoa tai 1ap 16 sau nhitng lon toc dai ngang vai. Co
ta sai chan qua cac day ban, khong hé né tranh anh mat nhitng ngudi phuc
vu hay c0 tinh gidu di chiéu cao ctia minh.
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Co ta dirng lai, dwa mat nhin quanh. Ngay ca & khoang cach xa thé nay,
Honma van nhan rd vé ngoai cia c6 ta: chiéc mdi thanh ti, déi moi hoi
mim lai, mot chit phan hong trén doi ma nhot nhat. Khong c6 dau hiéu dau
kho, cling chang thay bong dang c6 don trén gwong mat. Co ta rat dep.

Anh mét c6 ta dan vao Emi Kimura, roi cd ta vay tay chao Emi, hoi
nhom 1én khoi ghé va vay tay chao lai, khong hé liéc mat vé phia Honma
hay Funaki.

Kyoko tién tGi: budc chan cham lai ro6i ditng & canh ban, gdu 4o khoac
khé chuyén dong. Emi mim cuoi.

Kyoko céi 4o khoac, phu né 1én mot chiéc ghé trong. Co ta dat tui
xuong, roi ngbi vao chiéc ghé doi dién Emi. Co ta mdc mot chiéc 4o len
trang. Mot chiéc ghim cai 1ap lanh & c6 do. Khi ¢6 ta ngoi xudng, tuw thé
thodi mai hon, chiéc ghim cai an vao nép gap cta 4o.

Kyoko quay lung vé phia Honma va Tamotsu. Hay ban tay c6 ta déu co
deo nhan, nhung khong hé thay chiéc nhan danh ngoc bich cta Jun.

Nguwoi phuc vu mang thyc don t6i. Kyoko va Emi vira cung lat gio vira
cwoi néi. Nu cudi cia Emi hoi gwong gao, c6 18 thé.

“Cau muodn ndi chuyén véi co ta, phai khong?” Honma noéi.

Tamotsu ditng ddy, mat van dan vao lung c6 gai tré. Cau vo thitc tién tdi,
nhw thé duwgc mot sie lwe vo hinh kéo di. Cau buwdc nhiic nhac xudng tirng
bac thang. Nhitng thuc khach khac ngirng an, tay van gio nia giita chirng.
Nhitng cudc chuyén tro ngat gitta chirng, nhitng ly rwou dong anh dén va
trd nén bat dong, anh mat ctia nhitng ngwoi ngbi trong phong dwong nhw
déu tap trung vao doi vai bé bé ctia Tamotsu.

Tw goc xa cua can phong, Funaki bat dau cham rai tién lai phia cau thang
doi dién. Honma ditng day, tru triv bén chiéc ban anh vira ng6i. Du chi nhin
thdy lwng Kyoko, nhung anh van khong sao rdi mat dugc trong khi co ta
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néi chuyén vGi Emi. Ping la c6 ta, vay ddy, co ta quyén rii ding nhw nhitng
101 miéu ta.

Tamotsu budc xuong bac thang cudi cung, bat dau huwéng vé ban Kyoko.
Emi van giit vé binh tinh dang né, khong hé liéc cau ta ldy mot cai. D6i mat
co lap lanh phan chiéu doi hoa tai cia Kyoko cung hinh dnh bo vai ¢6 ta.

Nhitng cdu héi cua t6i khéng hé quan trong. T6i muén nghe cdu chuyén
cua c6. Nhitng phan c6 chua ting ké cho bdt ky ai, nhitng 16p mdt na co
mang theo khdp moi noi. Nhitng qudng thoi gian con an gidu, nhitng tht
vui ¢6 Idng lé huong mdt minh.

Con vé khoi thoi gian, Kyoko a.

Bat dau tw bay gio, khi déi tay Tamotsu ddt 1én vai co.

HET
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e Chu thich

W Két hon véi hai nguwdi cung ldc.

2 Nha c6 san ctia phong nay & gitta chirng (cao hon hodc thap hon) san
phong bén canh.

& Mot trong nhitng doi béng chay chuyén nghiép lau doi nhat nwéc Nhat,
duwgc thanh 1ap tit nam 1935, ban dau c6 tén la Osaka Tigers.

4 Mo6n an truyén thong cia Nhat vao mua dong.
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