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Em dang noi bén tai t6i. Bang cai giong then thung quen thudc ay.
Trai tim diu dang ctia em dau mat r6i? Nhitng gi dep dé, cao thwong va tinh
t€ trong con nguwoi 6 tén Aki dau mat roi? Phai chang ching van dang lao di
vo dinh dwéi nhitng vi sao 14p lanh tya nhw doan tau lwét trén mot binh
nguyén phu day tuyét trong dém? Theo mot phwong vi ma moi chuan murc
cua thé gidi nay khong thé do dém dugc?
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Bubi sém thitc giac, toi lai khéc. Lan nao ciling vay. Tham chi con chang ro
la c6 phai do dau buén hay khong. Hoa chung véi dong nwdc mat, cam xic
da dan troi di dau mat. Toi dang ngo ngan nam trong chan thi me vao
phong goi, “Day di con!”

Du tuyét da ngirng roi nhirng mat dwong van dong bang trang xoa.
Phdi dén phan nita dam xe c0 trén duwong da lap thém xich chéng trugt. Cha
toi 1ai xe con cha Aki ngoi bén canh. T6i va me Aki xuong bang ghé sau
ngoi. Chiéc xe bat dau chuyén banh. Trén hang ghé trwdc, hai 6ng cha
khong ngirng phan nan veé trdi tuyét. Nao la liéu c6 kip dén san bay khong,
roi la liéu may bay c6 cét canh ding gio khong. Con t6i va me Aki ngbi sau
thi chang noéi tiéng nao. Qua ctra s6 xe, t6i than thd ngam canh vat bén
ngoai chay vut qua. Nhitng canh déng rong 16n hai bén duong déu bi tuyét
phu trang ngtt ngan. Vai tia nang le 16i chiéu xuyén qua tang may, phu mot
quang sang xudng dinh ndi xa xam. Me Aki 6m chiéc binh dung tro cot con
gai trén dui.

Khi xe 1én t&i dinh deo, tuyét tré nén day hon. Cha toi tat may roi
cung cha Aki ra khoéi xe dé lap xich chong trugt vao bon banh. Trong ldc
chd hai ngudi ho, tdi ra ngoai di bd loanh quanh. C6 mét ritng cay tap nam
doi dién noi ching t6i dirng xe. L&p tuyét chwra bi ai giam dap phu kin dam
c6 dai bén dwéi, tuyét dong trén cac ngon cay choc chdc lai 13 ta roi xudng
gay nén nhitng tiéng dong kho khdc. Quay lwng lai, t6i nhin thiy dai duwong
gitta mua dong lanh gid nam xa xa phia dudi hang lan can bén duwong. Mat
bién xanh tham, lang séng va rat doi diu dang. Moi thi t6i trong thay
dwong nhw déu bi nhan chim trong nhitng hoi (c xa xam. Toi c6 dan cam
xUc trong long roéi quay lwng vé phia bién.

Trong ring, tuyét phu rat day. Buwdc di kha kho khan vi thi thodng
lai vap phdi canh cady gay hay goc cay. Dot nhién, dau dé trong rirng, mot
chid chim kéu ré 1én r6i vut bay mat. Téi ditng buwdc, lang nghe nhitng am
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thanh quanh minh. Moi thit qué sttc yén ang. Tinh ldng dén mitc twéng
chirng thé gidi nay khong con ai khac tén tai nita. Nham mat lai, tiéng xich
chong trrgt quan quanh banh 6 t6 miét trén mat dwong quoc 16 gan dé nghe
nhu tiéng chudng kéu. Pay 1a chon nao? Minh la ai? T6i dan tr@ nén mo
ho. Bung luc ay, toi nghe tiéng cha goi tir cho do xe.

Sau khi vrgt qua dinh déo, duwong thong thoang va rat dé di. Xe t6i
san bay vira ding ltc, ching t6i lam tha tuc trén may bay va hwéng vé phia
clra vao.

“Cam on anh chi rat nhiéu,” cha t6i néi vdéi cha me AKki.

“Co gi dau,” cha Aki mim cuoi dap lai. “Co Sakutaro di cung, toi
nghi han Aki sé vui lam.”

T6i huwdng mat vé phia cai binh nhé trong 1ong me Aki. Cai binh st
duwgc boc trong chiéc tui théu kim tuyén dep dé dy, co that la Aki dang &
trong do khong?

Ngay khi mdy bay cat canh, toi lién chim vao gidc nga. Mdt giac
mo ap dén. Téi mo thdy Aki khi em con khée manh. Trong mo, Aki cuoi
rdt twoi. Van cai nu cudi pha chit bén 1én ctia riéng em. “Saku-chan oi,” t6i
nghe tiéng em goi minh. Am thanh 4y van con vang vong mai trong long
toi. Gia nhur mo la thyc, con cai thuc tai nay chi la con ac mong ma thoi...
Tuy nhién, dé la diéu khong twédng. Vay nén t6i khong khoi roi nwdc mat
moi khi choang thitc giac. Khong phai bdi buon dau. Ma béi khi chao tir
biét gidc mo hanh phic dé trd vé vdi hién thyc phii phang, & gitta 1a mot
vue tham khon cung, néu khong trao nwdéc mat thi chang c6 cach nao vugt
qua dugc. Dau dén bao nhiéu lan cling vay ma thoi.

Chung t6i da xuat phat tir ngi bon bé tuyét phu trang x6a, gio chuan
bi ha canh xwéng moét thanh pho dang oan minh dwdi nang hé ruc
rd. Cairns. M6t thanh phd twoi dep nam bén bo Thai Binh Duwong. Nhitng
hang co tan 14 sum sé dwoc trong ven dwong di bd. Xung quanh khach san
cao cap quay madt ra bd vinh, cac loai thyc vat nhiét dgi xanh ngat um tum
xO0e tan, trén bén tau, vo so tau thuyén du lich 16n nho dang neo dau. Chiéc
taxi chd chung t6i chay doc theo bd bién. Pau dau ciing dong nghit du
khach dang di dao thuwdng thitc anh nang chiéu.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Giong nhw Hawaii ay nhi!” me Aki thot 1én.

Con v6i toi, dwong nhw day la mot thanh pho dang nguyeén raa. Tat
ca van hé nhw bon thang truede. Co khac chang chi la sau khoang thai gian
ay, & Uc, thdi tiét da chuyén tir dau xuan sang giita ha. T4t ca chi c6 thé.
Chi c6 thé ma théi...

Chtng t6i quyét dinh nghi dém tai khach san réi dap chuyén bay
sang hom sau. Dwong nhw khong hé c6 cam giac bi 1éch mui gio, thoi gian
van tr6i nhw khi ching t6i roi Nhat Ban. Sau bita t6i, t6i ndm vat vo trén
givong trong phong khach san, than thg nhin 1én tran nha. Va t6i lai tw nhac
ban than: Aki khong con nita.

Bon thang trwdc, toi cling dén day ma khong c6 Aki bén canh. Ca
16p budc phai dé Aki & lai Nhat trong chuyén tham quan cudi cdp t6i thanh
phé ndy. Ching t6i cat canh tit thanh phé Nhat Ban gan Uc nhét bay téi
thanh phé Uc gan Nhat Ban nhat. M4y bay khong can tiép nhién liéu, nén
ching t6i bay mot mach khong phai dirng lai ¢ san bay trung chuyén nao.
Nho mét ly do ky diéu, thanh phd nay da xuat hién trong doi t6i. Toi da
tirng nghi noi nay mdi dep lam sao. Nhin thit gi t6i cling cam thdy hét siic
doc dao va mdi mé. Do 1a vi nhitng thit d6, tdi da cung ngam véi Aki, thay
cho Aki. Con gig day dau c6 nhin gi t6i ciing khong con cam xtc. Rot
cudc, tdi nén ngam nhin céi gi & noi day nita chi?

Phai r6i, d6 1a bai vi Aki khong con nita. D6 1a béi t6i da vinh vién
mat em. T6i ching con gi d& ngdm nhin nita. Uc hay Alaska, Pia Trung Hai
hay Nam Cuyc, dén bat ky noi nao trén thé gidi cling déu vay ca thoi. Quang
canh hung vi téi dau cling chang thé lam trai tim t6i rung dong, canh sac
twoi dep thé nao cling chang thé khién t6i vui 1én. B&i nguoi da truyén cho
toi khat vong song, truyén cho t6i dong lwc dé cam nhan, dé ngam nhin va
thau hiéu... dau con nita. Em mai mai khéng con bén toi.

Chi bon thang tho6i, chuyén xdy ra chi trong khodng thoi gian
chuyén mua ngan ngui. Mot c6 gai da bién mat khoi thé gian nay, nhanh
dén do strng s6t. So véi sau ty ngudi trén trai dat, hién nhién viéc dé chang
thdm vao dau. Thé nhung, t6i khong & cing mot cho vdi sdu ty ngudi dy.
Toi khong & d6. Noi tdi dang ¢ la mién dat ma cai chét cua chi mot ngudoi
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cling da cudn tr6i moi cam xtic. P6 mdi la noi chon cda téi. Khong nhin,
khong nghe, khong cdm nhan dwoc bat ¢t diéu gi. Thé nhung co6 diung 1a toi
dang & d6 hay khong? Néu khong thi t6i dang & noi dau?
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Lan dau tién t6i va Aki dugc xép hoc chung 16p 1a nam 16p Tam. Trudc do
toi tham chi con chua tirng biét mat hay nghe tén em. Nhung that ngau
nhién lam sao, trong khoi c6 dén chin 16p ma ching t6i van duwgc xép
chung mot 16p, lai cung dugc phan cong lam can sy nam va can sy nit dai
dién cho 16p.

Nhiém vu dau tién caa hai da khi nhan chitc vu la dén tham cau
ban cung 16p tén la Oki phai nhap vién vi bi gay chan ngay hom nhap hoc.
Trén duong tdi bénh vién, ching tdi dung tién do thay c6 gido va cac ban
trong 16p déng gép dé mua hoa twoi va banh ngot cho OKi.

Khi ching t6i dén, Oki dang nam ngtra trén giwong v4i cai chan bi
b6 bt to td6 chang. Von khong quen biét gi cau ban phdi nhap vién ngay
hom khai gidng nay nén toi chi im ldng. N6i chuyén tham hoi nguwoi bénh
chi c6 minh Aki vi em hoc cung 16p vai Oki tr nam ngoai, trong lic do toi
lang 18 ngam canh dwong phd qua ctra s6 phong bénh & tang bon. Doc theo
duwong xe buyt chay co6 du cac tiém hoa, tiem banh keo, tiém hoa qua va vai
ctra hang khac, tao thanh mot day ph6é mua sam nho nhé. Nui Shiroyama
ding sirng sitng phia xa sau day phé. Toa thanh mau trang trén nui khi an
khi hién gitta nhitng tan la non xanh.

“Nay, Matsumoto. Tén cau la Sakutaro dung khong nhi?” Pang noi
chuyén véi Aki, Oki dot nhién quay sang hoi toi.

“Pung thé.” T6i quay lai tir phia ctra so.

“Ngo that day,” cau ta noi.

“Y cau la sao?”

“Thi do, chac cau duwoc dat tén theo tén nha tho Hagiwara Sakutaro
chi gi?”

Toi im lang khong tra 10i.

“Biét tén cuda t¢ la gi roi chit?”

“Biét. Ryunosuke chit gi.”
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“U, bét chuéc tén cia Akutagawa Ryunosuke day.”

Cudi cung toi cling bat dau hiéu Oki mudén noi gi.

“May ong ba gia cha ton kinh cac van si gi ca khi 1ay tén ho dat cho
tén con minh,” Oki hai long gat dau ndi.

“Tén t& la do ong noi dat,” toi dap.

“Ong noi dit tén cho cau a?”

«(y »

“Phién qua nhi.”

“Ma cai tén Ryunosuke ciing con hay chan day.”

“Sao lai no6i thé?”

“Gia du me cau goi cau la Kinnosuke thi sao?”

“Thé thi lam sao?”

“P6 1a tén that ctia Natsume Sosekill! ddy.”

“Ha? T khong biét day!”

“Néu cha me cdu ma thich cuén ‘No6i long’ ctia 6ng ay, thi gio tén
cau han la Oki Kinnosuke ro6i.”

“Khong phai vay ch!” Oki cwoi hat ra. “Troi oi, chang ai lai dat
ten con minh la Kinnosuke ca.”

“Thi chi 1a gid du thé6i,” t6i no6i lai. “Ci¢ gia nhw cau tén la Oki
Kinnosuke di, chac chan ca truong sé ldy cai tén dé ra béu riéu cho ma
xem.”2]

Sac mat Oki hoi t6i di. Nhung toi van khong budng tha.

“R06i vi 0an gian cha me da dat cho minh céi tén qué kéch nhu thé,
cau sé€ bo nha ra di, sau do6 tré thanh do vat.”

“Sao lai la do vat?”

“Véi cai tén Kinnosuke ay thi cau nghi minh cé thé lam dwgc nghé
gi nitta ch?”

“U nhi.”

Aki dem bé hoa ching t6i mang t6i cam vao lg. T6i va Oki thi mé&
g0i banh ra vira an vira tiép tuc budn chuyén cua hai thang vé cac ong cha
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ba me mé van hoc. Khi ching t6i ra vé, Oki néi, “Cac cau quay lai day
tham t&é nhé. Ca ngay nam mai mét chd & day chan lam.”

“Moi nguoi trong 16p sé lan lwgt dén tham va chi bai cho cau ma.”

“Ay, trir cai khoan hoc hanh ra thi t6t hon.”

“Sasaki néi cling sé qua giup cau hoc bai day.”

AKi nhac dén c6 ban dé thuwong nhat 16p.

“Oki swong nhé!” Toi cuoi cuoi tréu choc.

“V& van,” Oki néi mot cau ngd ngan, ty cwoi mot minh.

Sk sk sk 3k

Trén dwong ve, tdi chgt ndy ra y ra Aki leo nii Shiroyama. Vi lic
dé tGi treong tham gia hoat dong & cau lac bo ciing da muon, nhung néu vé
nha ngay thi con 1au méi téi bita téi. “Pugc thoi,” Aki vui vé dong y ngay.
C6 hai duwong 1én nidi, mot ¢ phia Bac, mot ¢ phia Nam. Chuing t6i 1én theo
con dwong phia Nam. Néu goi duwong phia Bac la cong chinh, thi con
duwong phia Nam vira hep vira doc lai it nguwdi qua lai nay twong dwong voi
cong sau. Lén t6i lvng chirng c6 mot cong vién, dé la noi hai con dwong 1én
ndi giao nhau. Hai da c litng thitng di 1én ndi, hau nhw chang néi chuyén
gl.

“Matsumoto mé nhac rock lam phai khong?” Aki bong nhién hoi
toi.

“Um.” T6i liéc sang phia Aki, “Sao cau biét?”

“Ho6i ndam ngoai, minh thay ban hay trao déi CD v&i cac ban khac.”

“Thé Hirose c6 nghe rock khong?”

“Minh chiu théi. Cai thit d6 nghe nhitc dau lam.”

“Nhac rock ay ha?”

“U, cit nghe rock 1a c6 cdm gidc ndo minh né bung 1én nhw mén ca
ri dau trong bita truva ay.”

“Vay a.”

“Matsumoto tham gia cau lac bo kiém dao phai khong?”

«(y.»

“Thé hom nay khong dén tap liéu c6 sao khong?”

“A, minh di xin thay hwéng dan cho nghi rdi.”
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Aki suy nghi mot lic réi néi, “Nhung ma la that ddy, mot ngwoi tap
kiém dao & trwong, r6i vé nha lai nghe nhac rock. Minh ctt thay khong hgp
thé nao ay.”

“Khi diu kiém, lic danh tring mat d6i phuwong thay da v6 cung,
nghe nhac rock cling khodi y nhw thé.”

“Thé binh thwong ban khéng cam thdy sang khoai sao?”

“Vay chit Hirose ludn thay sang khoai a?”

“Cai ‘cam giac sang khoai’ ma ban n6i dé, minh khéng hiéu nghia
la sao nita.”

Thyc ra chinh t6i cling chang hiéu dé la gi.

Khi ay vi con la hoc sinh trung hoc nén hai chung t6i van giit mot
khodng cach vtra phdi v6i nhau. Du vay, mui hvong ngot ngao cia dau goi
hay dau xa tir téc Aki van thoang thoang bay t&i cho t6i. So v4i mui hoéi cta
mat na bao vé khi tap kiém thi ding 1a mét trdi mot viee. Néu cd nam dugc
song vGi mui hwong dé chiu nhw vay thi c6 16 chang con tam trang dau ma
nghe nhac rock hay vung kiém tre dap nguoi khac nira.

O goc nhitng bac thang d4 mon vet dudi chan ching téi, titng dam
réu xanh 16m doém phu trén mat da. Tang dat do pha trén 16p da vun bén
dwédi c6 vé nhuw quanh nam déu am wét. ot nhién Aki dirng chan noi,

“Hoa tt cau kia!”

Puwa mat nhin sang phia dd, lién thdy mot bui td cau sum sé bam ré
tai khe gitta vach nii bén phai va con dwong. Lum cdy tr6 ra vo s6 nu hoa
mé&i chém nd to ¢ dong xu mudi yén.

“Minh thich hoa ti cau lam day,” Aki mo mang n6i. “Khi nao hoa
nd, tui minh lai cung téi day ngam nhé!”

“U, nhung ma...” t6i hoi thic giuc, “gid ta cit leo t&i dinh da.”
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Nha t6i nam trong khuén vién thw vién thanh pho. D6 1a ng6i nha hai tang
kiéu Au mau tring duwoc xay dung tir thdi Taishol2! & ngay canh khu nha
chinh cua thw vién. Ngoi nha nay da dugc cong nhan la di san van hda cua
thanh phé nén moi ngudi song ¢ day déu khong duwgc quyén ty tién tu stta
no. Pugc cong nhan la di san van hoa nghe c6 vé vinh hanh, nhung nguoi
song trong do thi ching thdy vinh hanh chit ndo. Ong ndi tdi cling phan
nan rang ngoi nha nay qua bat tién cho ngwoi gia nén da tw chuyén dén
song mot minh & mot tdoa chung cw nhang nhang. Mot ngdi nha ma ngudi
gia da khong chiu néi thi ciing chang dé song vai ai. Cai kiéu lap di nay
theo t6i, dwong nhw la can bénh c6 hitu cta cha t6i, me cling bi 1ay cai théi
ay cua cha lam cho khon don. Con thang con la to6i day thi thdy hét stc
phién ha.

T6i khong ro vi duyén cd gi ma nha minh lai chuyén téi song & day.
Ngoai sy 1ap di cta cha t6i, chac han ciing lién quan dén chuyén me t6i lam
viéc ¢ thw vién nita. Hodc c6 1€ la do 6ng ndi da chay chot tir hoi con lam
nghi vién cling nén. Du sao chang nita, t6i khong hé mudn biét nhitng
chuyén nghe phat bic minh vé qua khi* ciia ng6i nha nay nén chang bao
gio hoi han tim hiéu. Khodng cach gan nhat gitta nha t6i va thuw vién chi
chtrng ba mét. Gan dén mitc c6 khi ti* phong minh trén tang hai, téi cé thé
doc duwgc cudn sach cua ngwoi dang ngoi bén chiéc ban dat canh cira s6 thw
vién. Thuyc ra thi cling khéng dén mitc d6 dau.

Ptng thay t6i nhw vy ma twdng lam, trong vay chi t6i cling biét
do dan cha me lam. Tt hoi 1én cdp hai, moi khi khong phai dén trieong hay
tham gia hoat dong cau lac bo 1a t6i lai gitip me vai viéc & thu vién. Chang
han, nhitng khi ngudi doc téi dong hon thwong 1€ nhw chiéu thiv Bay hay
cac ngay nghi, toi thuong ngoi ¢ ban dang ky, nhap ma sach vao may tinh,
hay dem dong sach ngwoi ta tra lai bé vao xe day roi xép lai vé ding cac
gia, cham chi ching kém gi Giovanni'®' trong Puong 1én Ngan Ha. Puong
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nhién, day chang phai lao dong cong ich nén t6i van nhan tién lwong day
da. Hau hét so tién do6 toi déu danh dé mua dia nhac.

Sau ban do, vi cung la can sy 16p, toi va AKki ti€p tuc moi quan hé
ban bé & mitc vira phai. Dau rat hay gap nhau, nhung ca hai dita déu chua
tirng coi nhau la ngudi khac gigi. Cling c6 thé vi qua gan giii nén t6i khong
nhan ra dwgc sy hap dan noi em. Aki trong kha xinh xan, tinh tinh dé
thwong, hoc hanh lai giéi nén dam con trai cung 16p ciling cé kha nhiéu dita
ham mo. Thé 1a chang biét tir khi nao, t6i chu6c phai vo s6 nhitng anh mat
ghen ti va bat man. Vi nhu khi da béng hay choi bong 1o trong gid thé duc,
y nhu rang t6i sé bi ai d6 tong phai hay bi c6 y da vao chan. Khong dén
mitc dung bao Iyc qua 16 liéu, nhung cling da cho t6i nhén ra ac y cta doi
phrong. Ban dau t6i khong rd nguyén cd lam sao, chi twdng chac c6 dira
nao khong wa minh. Ma ct¢ nghi dén chuyén bi ai d6 ghét la toi lai thay
trong long burt ruet.

Thac mac bao 1au khong tim dugc 101 gidi dap khong ngo lai hoan
toan sang té nhd mot chuyén hét sitc vé van. Trong ngay hoi Van hda toan
trrong dién ra vao hoc ky hai, moi 16p khoi Tam déu bat budce phai dién
mot v& kich. Theo két qua bo phiéu trong budi hop 16p, phe con gai gianh
phan hon, thé la 16p t6i quyét dinh dién vé Romeo va Juliet. Aki dugc bon
con gai nhat tri c vao vai Juliet, con Romeo thi lai chang thdang con trai
nao muon dong, vay la theo luat bat thanh van, nam can sy 16p la to6i danh
nhan lay trach nhiém.

Duwdi sy chi dao cua phe con gai, cac bu6i tap kich dién ra sudn sé
trong bau khong khi kha than thién. C6 mot doan Juliet thé 16 bén ban
cong, “Oi Romeo, h&i Romeo. Sao ho ctia chang lai 1a Montague co chi.
Hay quay lung lai vGi cha chang, hay tir bé cai tén dé di. Néu khong, xin
chang hay cat 10i thé yéu thwong...” Binh thwong Aki von da nghiém ttc,
khi dién lai vao vai hét minh, thanh ra trong kha buon cwoi, da thé lai con
thém canh c¢6 hiéu trudng trong vai bao mau bwdc ra, néi ding y nhw trong
kich ban, “Khong sai chut nao, téi xin thé bang danh dy con trinh nguyén.”
Pén day thi tat ca déu pha lén cudi. Cé ca canh hai nguwdi chd troi sang
trong phong ngu cua Juliet, tri6c khi Romeo thi tham, “Trdi ngoai kia cang
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sang td, noi long hai ta cang t6i tam.” - t6i do thi chung t6i phai hon nhau.
Juliet khong danh long rdi ngudi yéu, con Romeo cling mudn & lai, hai
ngwoi nhin nhau say dam, viron qua thanh ban cong trao nhau mot nu hon.

“May khong dugc ve van Hirose nhu thé!” mot thang noi.

“Tuwdng hoc kha kha mot chat 1a ngon lam day ha,” thang khac chen
vao.

“N6i cai gi day?” t6i thac mac.

“Cam ngay!” Mot thang bong dung thui thang vao bung toi.

Thyc ra do6 chi la ci ddm kiéu ra oai, con t6i cling da kip gong co
1én theo phan xa nén ciing chang dau may. Cé vé da xa dugc con titc, hai
dia kia quay lueng ham huc bo di. Téi ay a, bao la bi lang nhuc, chi bang
néi tdéi cdm thay nhe ca ngwoi thi ding hon - dy la cdm giac nhe ngudi sau
ca mot thoi gian dai canh canh khong yén. Ciing nhu khi ta cho mot lwgng
vira phdi acid vao chat chi thi phenolphthalein dang xanh 1é vi phan &ng véGi
kiém thi sé xdy ra phan ng trung hoa va dung dich sé chuyén thanh trong
su6t. Chuyén xay ra v@i toi cling vay, moi thit xung quanh bong sang té hon
bao gio hét. Toi tham héi twdng lai dap an bat ngd minh vira phat hién. Ra
la mdy thang d6 ghen ti véi t6i! Bdi lic nao cling & bén Aki, nén t6i da trd
thanh cai gai trong mat ching né.

Luc bay gid, moi nguwdi c ban ra tan vao rang Aki dang c6 ban trai hoc cap
ba. Tin don ay chwa tirng dwgc xac thye, va t6i cling chua titng nghe Aki
chinh miéng noi ra. Chang qua chi nghe phong thanh dam con géi trong 16p
ban tan nay no. Nao la hinh nhw anh ta choi béng chuyén, réi con rat cao to
dep trai nita. V& van, toi nghi, dan 6ng con trai thi phai tap kiém dao, kiém
dao co!

Hoi d6 Aki da c6 théi quen vira hoc vira nghe dai. T6i con biét em
thich chwong trinh nao nita. Vi da nghe vai 1an, nén dai dé cling nam dwoc
ndi dung. N6i chung la cai dam con trai con géi c6 chi s6 1Q khong cao lam
sé gi buru thiép ghi nhitng 161 nhan nhu cho nhau dén dai, réi swéng dén
nhay cang lén néu dwgc phat thanh vién doc noi dung bwu thiép do. To6i dat
but viét tdm bwu thiép dau tién trong doi yéu cau gwri bai hat tang Aki.
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Chinh t6i cling khong hiéu tai sao minh lam vay. C6 1€ tai t6i mudén moc
may chuyén Aki qua lai v&i ga hoc cap ba kia. Chac cling c6 it nhiéu tam ly
muon tra diia nhitng rac r6i Aki mang lai nita. Nhung trén hét, c6 1é do la
dau hiéu cua tinh yéu ma lic dy t6i van con chua y thive dugc.

D6 la dém Giang sinh, chuwong trinh c6 them mot chuyen muc dadc
biét co6 tén goi rat kéu la “Gio dac biét danh cho cac déi tinh nhan trong
Pém Binh an.” Cé thé doan dwoc, ty 1€ canh tranh sé con cao hon ngay
thwong gap boi. Néu mudn buu thiép ciia minh dwgc chon, ndi dung han la
phai that cam dong mai dugc.

“Gio ching ta hay cung dén véi tam buu thiép tiép theo. Day la 10i
yéu cau tir ban Romeo cta 16p 8-4.”

“Tdm buwu thiép nay to6i muén guri cho ban A.H. hoc cung 16p. D6 la
mot ban gdi toc dai diu dang. A.H. xinh nhu cong chua Nausicaa trong
phim Thung liing gio, tinh tinh cdi mé va dam nhdn chic can sy cua lop.
Trong ngay hoi Vdn héa toan truong thdng Mudi mét vira roi, I6p toi dién
vé@ Romeo va Juliet. Ban ddu A.H. dugc chon déng vai Juliet, con t6i dong
vai Romeo. Khéng ngd khi chiing t6i mdi bat dau tdp duot chua dugc bao
ldu thi A.H. bi 6m va thuong xuyén vang mdt. Khong con cdch nao, ca 16p
danh chon mét ban nit khdc dong vai Juliet. Vé sau, chiing t6i mdi biét A.H.
mdc bénh mdu trdng, gio van phdi ndm vién diéu tri. Theo [0i cdc ban cung
6p da téi thdm A.H., tgi dung thudc qud nhiéu nén mdi téc dai cua ban dy
dd rung gan hét va ban dy gdy dén muc twdng nhu khong nhdn ra noéi nira.
Gio chac A.H. dang phdi don Gidng sinh trén givong bénh. Va rat co thé
Itic nay ddy ban dy ciing dang nghe chwong trinh nay trén séng radio. Xin
hdy gti tdi ban t6i, A.H. nguoi dd khong thé déng vai Juliet trong ngay hoi
Van hoa toan truong, bai hat Tonight ctia nhom West Side Story.”

Sang hom sau, Aki chan t6i lai hoi, “Thé la thé nao ha Matsumoto?
Hom qua chinh ban da gwi yéu cau bai hat t&i chwong trinh trén dai ding
khong?”

“Minh khong hiéu y cau.”

“Pirng gid do nita. Cai gi ma Romeo cua 16p 8-4... R6i bénh mau
trang nita chi, téc thi rung hét, lai con gay dén mirc khong ai nhan ra? Ban

https://thuviensach.vn



twong twong siéu qua nhi?”

“Chang phai tir dau minh toan no6i tét vé cau con gi.”

“Xinh nhu cong chua Nausicaa ch gi.” Aki thg dai. “Matsumoto a,
ban viét vé minh thé nao cling chang sao. Nhung trén thé gigi nay co rat
nhiéu nguoi dang bi bénh tat hiem ngheo hanh ha. Dau chi la dua di chang
nita, minh cling rat ghét ké nao 1gi dung nhitng nguwoi bi bénh nhw vay chi
dé dugc cha y.”

To6i khong thich kiéu gidng giai ly 1€ nay cta Aki cho lam. Nhung
lai 1dy lam thich tha khi thdy em cau kinh nhw thé. Twéng nhuw c6 mot con
gio twoi mat thodng qua 16ng ngue. Cung véi tinh cdm mén mo danh cho
AKki, trong toi con dang 1én mot cam giac théa man, dé la lan dau tién t6i
thue sy coi Aki nhv mot nguwai ban khac gioi.
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Lén I6p Chin, t6i va Aki khong hoc chung 16p nita. Nhuwng ca hai van lam
can su 16p, thé nén tuan nao ching toi cling c6 co hdi gap nhau mot lan
trong cac budi hop can sy. Hon nita, bat dau tir khoang cudi hoc ky mat,
thinh thodng Aki lai dén thw vién hoc bai. T6i khi nghi heé thi hau nhw ngay
nao em ciling t6i. Sau khi Hoi thao toan thanh pho két thic, vi khéng phai
dén trueong tap kiém nita, t6i danh hét thoi gian ranh roi dén thw vién lam
thém kiém tién.

Ngoai ra, sang nao toi cling ngoi hoc bai trong phong doc cé may
lanh dé chuan bi cho ky thi vao cap ba sap tGi. Ci¢ thé, t6i va Aki cé kha
nhiéu co hoi gap nhau. Méi lan nhw vay, ching t6i lai cung ng6i hoc bai,
lic nghi thi di an kem va tan gau da th.

“Khong hiéu sao minh chang thdy ap lyc gi cd,” toi noi. “Pang nghi
hé thé nay, chang tap trung hoc hanh dwgc.”

“Nhuw Matsumoto thi khéng c6 gang lam cling chang sao, dang nao
ban cling thuéc nhém an toan réi ma.”

“Van dé khong phai & chd d6. Minh méi doc mot bai bao trén tap
chi Newton, bai bao dé néi la t6i nam 2000, mot thién thach 16n sé dam vao
trai dat khién cho toan b hé sinh thai diét vong.”

“A h4.” Aki ho hitng liém cay kem ctia minh.

“Sao cau trong ho hitng thé nhi?” t6i ndi vdi vé nghiém tic. “Tang
0 z6n thi day 16 hong, rirtng nhiét dgi ciing ngay mot thwa dan. C nhw thé
nay, tdi ldc ching ta thanh 6ng gia ba gia thi cé khi cac sinh vat da chang
thé song noi trén trai dat nay nita roi.”

“Nguy qua nhi?”

“Nghe giong cau cha c6 vé nghiém tic gi hét.”

“Xin 16i nhé,” Aki néi. “Nhuwng thyc tinh minh chang c6 cam giac
chuyén dé la that chat nao. Thé Matsumoto cé thye s cdm nhan dugc
chuyén do khong?”
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“Thyec ra thi cling...”

“Khong chw gi?”

“Khong cam thdy cting c6 khac gi dau, cai ngay d6 s6m mudn gi
cling sé dén thoi.”

“Vay thi khi nao n6 dén roi hang hay.”

Nghe Aki néi thé, t6i cam thdy diang la ci¢ dé moi chuyén t6i dau
hay t&i do.

“Nhitng chuyén xa x0i nhu thé, gid c6 nghi cling chang giai quyét
dwgc gi dau.”

“Thi cling chi chirng muoi nam ntra thoi ma...”

“Khi ay bon minh 25 tudi réi nhi,” Aki néi, nhin vé phia xa xam.
“Nhung ai ma biét dugc tw gio t6i do ching minh sé thanh ra nhu thé nao.
Minh cling vay ma ban cling vay.”

T6i chgt nhé tdi cay hoa ti cau hdm hai dita leo nti Shiroyama. Tt
dao d6 dén nay han hoa phai nd dén hai lan r6i, nhwng ching t6i van chira
quay lai d6 lan nao. Hang ngay c6 cd mdi nhitng chuyén xdy ra lam to6i
quén bang viéc ngam hoa ti cau véi Aki. C6 vé nhw Aki cling khong khac
gi. Dau mai ndi vé chuyeén thién thach roi xudng trai dat hay tang 6 zon bi
huay diét, t6i van c6 cam giac rang du sao thi vao mua hé nam 2000, cay td
cau trén nui Shiroyama van sé nd rd. Thé nén ciling chang can voi vang lam
gi, bai thich thi lic nao t6¢i d6 ngam chang dugrc.

Ky nghi hé c thé tro6i qua. Hang ngay t6i van lo lang vé twong lai
moi truong trai dat, dong thoi phai hoc thudc nhitng thi “Cudc dai xam
lang La Ma” hay “Cromwell va ndi chién Anh quéc”, phai gidi ca dong hé
phuong trinh va ham bac hai. Thinh thoadng t6i di cau véi b6, mua vai dia
CD va vira an kem vira tan gau véi Aki.

Dot nhién c6 mot lan Aki goi to6i bang “Saku-chan oi!” Toi giat
minh dén m&c nu6t we ludn cad miéng kem dang ngam trong miéng.

“Ha? O dau ra cai tén d6 day?”

“Me ban toan goi ban nhw vay con gi?” Aki tum tim cuoi.

“Cau dau phai me minh!”
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“U, nhung ma minh quyét dinh 16i. Tt gio tré di minh ciing s& goi
Matsumoto la Saku-chan.”

“Pirng ty tién quyét dinh chuyén nhu vay duwgc khong ha?”

“Minh da quyét dinh thé r6i.”

Ct& nhuw vay, tir do tré di moi chuyén cuda téi déu dé Aki quyét dinh
hét, dén noi dan da t6i chang con biét minh la ai nita.

Mdi vao hoc ky hai, dang gio nghi triwa, Aki dot nhién xuat hién
tredc mat to6i véi mot cudn so trén tay.

“Nay, cam lay.” Aki dat cuon so lén ban.

“Cai gi day?”

“Nhat ky trao doi.”

“Hu?”

“Saku-chan khong biét a?”

Tdi ng6d quanh quét rdi néi, “O trwdng ditng goi minh nhu vay dugc
khong ha!”

“Thé hoi xwa cha me Saku-chan khong trao doi nhat ky a?”

Aki tham chi con khong nghe t6i néi hay sao ay.

“Nay nhé, nhat ky trao d6i la dé con trai va con gai ghi lai nhitng su
viéc, suy nghi va cdm nhan ctia ban than trong ngay, roi trao doi cho nhau.”

“Mady thit rac r6i nay minh khong lam dwgc dau. Lép cdu khong co
ai hop hon a?”

“Nhung cai nay dau phai thi dé trao déi véi bat ky ai.” Aki co vé
hoi gian doi.

“Ma cai nay van phai dung but muc hay buit bi viét a?”

“Chi mau cling dvgc.”

“bien thoai khong dugc a?”

Hién nhién la khong. Aki chap hai tay ra sau lung, hét nhin t6i roi
lai nhin cu6n sé. T6i 16 ng@ dinh gid nhat ky ra doc, Aki v4i ngan lai.

“Vé nha ban méi dugc mé ra doc. B6 1a quy tac caa nhat ky trao
doi.”

Trang dau tién la phan ty gidi thiéu. Aki viét du hét ngay thang nam
sinh, cung hoang dao, nhém mau, théi quen, thitc an va mau yéu thich,
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tham chi con c6 ca mot doan phan tich tinh cach ban than nita. Trang bén
canh c6 hinh mét c6 gai, chac 1a Aki ty vé bang but chi mau, trén dé c6 ba
cht “bi mat”, “bi mat”, “bi mat” chi vao ba noi am chi s6 do cua em. T6i
nhin vao cuén s6 dé md, 1am bam, “O, lang nhang qua!”

Sk sk sk sk

Co giao chu nhiém 16p Aki qua doi dung dip Giang sinh nam chung
toi hoc 16p chin. H6i hoc ky mot dan I6p di tham quan c6 c6 vé van khoe
manh, nhung tr ky hai, c6 khong dén treong nita. Aki cling d6i lan néi véi
t0i la c6 moi ngay mét yéu di, hinh nhu bi bénh ung thw thi phai. Khi mat
c6 chwa dén nam muoi tudi. Lé tang cua c6 gido dién ra vao ngay thit hai
cta ky nghi déng. Ca 16p Aki va toan bd can s cac 16p khoi Chin déu déu
dén dv. Pai sanh khong da chd cho tat ca hoc sinh nén chiing t6i phai ditng
bén ngoai. Ngay hom do lanh thau xwong. Tiéng tung kinh cau siéu twéng
chtrng 1 thé mai khong dit. Bam hoc sinh chiing t6i ding diu vao nhau, co
khong bi chét céng & san chua nay.

Cuodi cung thi 1é cau siéu cling két thic, ti€p dén la 1é truy diéu. Co
hiéu tredng va vai nguoi nita doc diéu van. Aki ciing ¢ trong s6 do. Khi ay
chuing t6i thoi dun day nhau ma ditng yén lang nghe. Aki doc 16i chia buén
vOi mot vé dinh dac la thwong. Khong chut sut sui nao dugm trong giong
néi dy. Tat nhién, ching t6i chi nghe tiéng Aki qua loa phong thanh chi
khong phai giong tw nhién nén am thanh cé doi chat bién doi. Du vay, t6i
cling nhan ra ngay dé chinh la Aki. Gigong em nghe buén buo6n, vi thé c6 gi
d6 ngudi 16n hon. Toi it nhiéu cam thay bang khuang trong da - em da bé
lai dam tré u tri ching t6i, mot minh tién 1én phia truéce roi.

Trong noi xtic cdm gan nhw tuyét vong, t6i ngd qua mot ring cac
mai dau cua doan nguwoi téi tham dy tang 1é dé tim kiém Aki. Cudi cung toi
cling thdy em dang ditng trwdc cong vao sanh chinh, dau hoi cdi xudng
micro doc 10i chia buon. Trong khodnh khac dy, tdm tri t6i nhw btrng tinh.
Aki van mdc bo dong phuc da quen thudc tir rat 1au, nhuwng nhin tir day,
trong em nhv mot nguoi khac. Khong, do dung la Aki, nhung c6 cai gi do
rat quan trong da thay déi noi em. T6i hau nhw khong dé lot vao tai nhitng
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gi Aki doc, hai mat chi cham cham dan vao than hinh twéng chirng nhw
dang & rat xa ctia em.

Mot nguoi ditng gan toi néi, “Hirose ding la Hirose!”

“U, trong thé thdi ma c6 ban linh 1dm,” mot ngudi khac phu hoa.

Chot vai tia nang mat troi len 16i qua nhitng ddm may mu mit roi
xuéng san den. Anh sang chidu vao khién Aki nhu sang birng 1én, béng
dang em ndi bat trén nén dai sanh t6i den. Pay roi, diy méi chinh la Aki
ma toi biét. La Aki van hay trao doi cu6n s6 nhat ky tré con kia vdi toi, la
AKki van hay goi t6i la “Saku-chan” c nhu thé hai dia 1a ban than tr nho.
Aki thuong ngay van luon ké can nhw mot thiéu nit dang bat dau truéng
thanh. Tya h6 nhw mot vién pha Ié von van ¢ d6, chong cho trén ban, bong
trd nén ruc rd lung linh ngay khi ta thay déi géc nhin mot chuit.

MOt cam giac muon lao vé phia tr6dc bong nhién ap tdi trong toi.
Cung vdi niém han hoan cuén cudn trao dang trong co thé, lan dau tién toi
nhan thitc duge rang minh ciing nhw bao dita con trai khac van tham
thwong trom nhd Aki. T6i da hiéu rd sy ganh ghét khi rd rang khi ngdm
ngam ma bon con trai trong 16p danh cho minh. Khéng chi vay, t6i tham
chi con ghen v6i chinh ban than minh. Ghen ti vi minh may man qua doi
ma dé dang dugc & bén Aki nhiéu nhw thé, ghen ti vi minh dugc ciing em
trdi qua nhitng khoanh khac twoi dep nhat, va trai tim t6i quan lai khi nghi
vé diéu dé.
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Tot nghiép cdp hai, 1én cap ba ching t6i lai duwgc xép chung mot
16p. Khi ay, tinh cdm cta t6i danh cho Aki da khong con mo ho nhv truée
nita. Tinh yéu doi v6i em cling hién nhién nhw sy ton tai cta chinh t6i vay.
Néu c6 ai d6 héi toi, “May thich Hirose a?”, t6i dam chac minh sé thang
thitng dap, “U day, gid mdi biét sao?” Ngoai gid tw hoc, cac gi® con lai ai
muon ngoi dau cling dugc, thé nén t6i va Aki lic nao cling c6 y kéo ban
ngoi véi nhau. Lén cap ba, con trai con gai than mat v&i nhau khong con la
tiéu diém dé bi tréu dua hay ghen ti nita. Cdp doéi ching t6i giong nhuw bang
den va binh hoa trong 16p hoc, da tré thanh mét phan trong moi truedng sinh
hoat cta 16p. Thinh thodng ciling c6 thay c6 gido can thiép v& van, “Hai dira
than thiét qua nhi?” Ngoai miéng toi thwong cuwdi cuwdi tra 101, “Da vang a,”
nhung trong long lai nht tham, “Cit lo chuyén bao dong lam gi co chit.”

Sk Sk sk ok

Chuyén c6 tich “Nang tién ong tre” ma ching t6i bat dau hoc t
thang Tw da buwdc vao doan hay nhat. Dé ngan nhitng st gid dén tir mat
tring mang cong chiia Anh Tring di, Nhat hoang di cho quan linh vay kin
ngoi nha ong ldo don tre. Vay nhung nang van bi dwa di, chi dé lai cho
Nhat hoang mot bic thw va thudc trweong sinh bat 1do. Tuy nhién, khong
muén song bat ti trong thé gidi khong c6 cong chia Anh Tring, ngai da ra
1énh doét liéu thudc trvong sinh do trén dinh ngon nui gan véi mat trang
nhat. Cau chuyén ké dén doan giai thich ngudn goc tén goi nii Phi Sil!, roi
két thic & do.

Sk sk sk sk

Aki vira lang nghe thay gido gidng gidi vé hoan cdnh sdng tac cta
tdc pham vitra nhin cham chi vao cudn sach, dwong nhu dang hoi twéng lai
cau chuyén mdi doc xong. Téc mai em hoi rd xudng, che mat mot phan
song mii xinh xan. T6i ngam vanh tai khuat mot nira sau lan toc mém mai
ady, 16i lai ngdm do6i m6i hoi mim lai. Puong nét gwong mat Aki thanh
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manh dén do twdng nhw ban tay con nguwdi khéng thé nao vé ra duwge. Khi
ngam Aki, trong toi tran ngap niém kinh ngac kho ta khong hiéu sao tat ca
nhitng diéu dy lai hdi tu trén nguwdi mot c6 gai, chinh la Aki cda t6i. Hon
thé nita, c6 gai xinh dep do6 lai danh hét tinh cam cho toi.

Dot nhién, mot y nhiém chac chan ma dang s¢ v6 cung chgt nay ra
trong oOc toi - rang du cé song dén tram tudi, toi cling sé khong bao gio
hanh phtc dwgc hon lic nay. Tét cad nhitng gi t6i c6 thé lam chi 1a c6 gang
tran trong hanh phuc nay ma thoi. Toi c6 cam giac hanh phic mong manh
trong tay minh that la mot tht dang sg. Gia nhw moi nguoi déu da dugc
dinh san cho mot Iwgng hanh phiic nhat dinh, vay thi ngay khoanh khac nay
day, dwong nhau t6i dang phung phi hét phan hanh phtc ctia cd doi minh.
Mot ngay nao do, cac st gida Mat Trang cling sé t6i mang em di, chi dé lai
cho t6i quang thoi gian dang dang vo tan.

T6i dinh than lai, chgt nhan ra Aki dang nhin vé phia minh. Han
mat toi trong phai nghiém trong lam. B&i gwong mat dang twoi tan ctia em
bong choc hoi toi di.

“Sao thé?”

T6i vung vé lac dau, “Khong cé gi dau.”

Ngay nao tan hoc chiing t6i cling chung duong vé nha. Hai da di
cham hét mc. Poi lic chiing t6i con di cad dwong vong dé kéo dai thoi gian
bén nhau. Nhung du thé, cling van chi thoang céi la da t&i nga ré phai chia
tay. That ky la. Van con duong do, mot ngudai di sao ma dai dang ddcva qua
doi nham chan, nhung hai nguwoi vira di vira néi chuyén thi lai chi mu6n
dwgce di mai nhw thé théi. Khi ay chiéc cap khoac sau lvng nang trich nao
sach gido khoa nao sach tham khdao doi véi t6i cling nhe bang nhw khong.

Nhiéu nam sau nghi lai, thady cudc doi ngwoi ta cé 1€ cling nhu vay
thoi. Song c6 doc dwong nhién cam thay cudc doi la nhitng chudi ngay dai
va buon té; nhung néu dugc & bén ngwdi minh yéu thwong, thi chi thoat cai
nguoi ta da téi nga ba duong roi.
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Sau khi ba noi mat, 6ng nodi chuyén dén soéng & nha téi mot thdi gian. O
trén t6i vira ké roi, ong bao ngodi nha khong thich hgp cho nguoi gia, nén da
don ra chung cu séng mot minh. Ong ndi xuat than trong gia dinh 1am ngh@é
nong, dén doi cu t6i hinh nhw van con la dia cha twong doi 16n trong vung.
Nhung vi cadi cach rudng dat, gia dinh lun bai, ong t6i phai lan 16i
1én Tokyo thit van may trong viéc buén ban. Nhan ldc chién tranh hon loan,
ong cling kiém dugc kha nhiéu tién, roi tré vé qué, nam ba muwoi tudi thi
mé& cong ty ché bién thyc pham. R6i 6ng cwdi ba ndi va sinh ra cha t6i.
Theo 10i me ké, cong ty cua 6ng noi nam duwgc thoi co kinh té phat trién
manh mé nhat t&* nhitng nam 1970, 1980 nén lam an rat kham kha, nho thé
ma gia dinh Iic d6 song rat dw da. Khong ngd, khi cha toi vira tot nghiép
trung hoc, 6ng ndi hao phong nhwgng lai cong ty minh vat va gay dung nén
cho cdp dwéi r6i tranh cr vao nghi vién. Suét mwdi may nam sau do, ong
lién tuc dac c lam nghi si, nhung phan 16n tai san ctia 6ng déu da bién
thanh tién van dong tranh ctt. T6i khi ba ndi toi qua doi, ngoai can nha ra
thi chang con tai sdn gi dang ké nita. Khong 1au sau, 6ng cling rut lui khoéi
chinh trwdng va gid song mot minh trong thanh nhan.

Tw khi 1én cap hai, thi thodng t6i lai dén tham 6ng ndi vdi y nghi coi
nhw dang lam mot viéc tir thién, khi thi ké cho 6ng chuyén & trueong, khi thi
vira nham nhi bia vira xem Sumo trén ti vi v6i ong. P6i khi, 6ng cling ké
chuyén thoi tré cia minh. Nho thé t6i méi biét, hoi muwdi bdy muwdi tam ong
cling tirng yéu mot nguwoi con gai nhung vi hoan canh ma hai nguoi da
khong thé ¢ bén nhau...

“Phdi c6 ay c6 van dé,” 6ng noi roi nang ly vang Bordeaux mau do
1én nhap mot chit. “Bay gid thi c6 thudc chita bénh lao roéi, nhwng thoi do
chi c6 moi cach la an udng day da va tinh dudng & noi nao dé6 khong khi
sach sé, trong lanh théi. Phu ni* thoi &y khong khée manh thi khéng chiu
ndi cudc song hon nhan dau. H6i dé lam gi c6 do dién. Nau nwdng hay giat
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giti déu vat va dén mic ngwoi thoi nay khong thé nao twdng twgng noi.
Huo6ng ho ngay dy 6ng cling giong nhu nhitng thanh nién ctung thdi khac,
mot long mu6én mang tinh mang minh hién dang cho t6 qudc. Nén du hai
ngudi c6 yéu nhau may di nita cling khong thé két hon dwgce. Ong va o dy
déu hiéu ro diéu nay. Thoi ky gian kho ma.”

“Thé r6i sao ha 6ng?” t6i vira uéng ca phé vira héi.

“Ong nhap ngii, séng may nidm doi linh,” 6ng ké tiép. “Ong khong
nghi 1a minh con co hoi gap lai ¢6 ay. Mot phan ong so trong lic dang di
linh thi c6 dy da chét, ma ong ciing khong chac c6 thé song sot trg vé. Thé
nén ldc chia tay, 6ng va co ay da hen thé dén kiép sau sé sém t6i bén nhau.”
Ong t6i ngirng 161 mot ldc, &nh méit dwdng nhw nhin vé noi xa xdm bat
dinh. “Nhung s6 ménh that tré tréu. Chién tranh két thic, cd 6ng va c6 ay
déu con song. Khi twdng minh khong con twong lai thi chang mong mudn
gi, nhuwng khi biét minh van con ca twong lai rong md, khat vong lai trao
dang. Ong mudn & bén c6 dy bing bat ci gid ndo. Vay nén 6ng bit dau c6
gang kiém that nhiéu tién. Ba&i vi chi can co6 tién, bénh lao hay bénh gi di
nita, 6ng van c6 thé cudi ¢6 ay vé cham soc tron doi.”

“Vi thé 6ng 1én Tokyo?”

Ong tdi gat dau va tiép tuc cau chuyén. “Hdi 4y Tokyo gan nhw mot
bai dit hoang. Lwong thuc thiéu thon tram trong, lam phat tang nhanh
chong mat. Hau nhv chang con luat phap gi nita. Moi ngudi déu suy dinh
dudng, cai chét ludn can ke, ai ciing mang anh mét hirng huc sat khi. Ong
liéu mang tim dd moi cach kiém tién. Ca nhitng chuyén v6 liém si 6ng ciing
bat chap. Khong dén mitc giét nguwoi, nhung ngoai chuyén ay ra thi hau nhw
chuyén gi ciling lam ca roi. Khong ngo, trong khi 6ng bwon chai kiém tién,
nguwoi ta da tim ra thudc dac tri bénh lao. Goi la thuéc Streptomycin thi
phai.”

“Chau ciing tirng nghe noi dén tén thudc nay réi.”

“Keét qua 13, c6 ay da khoi bénh.”

“Khéi han a?”

“U, di nhién d6 1 chuyén ddng mitng. Nhung khéi bénh ciing c6
nghia l1a c6 dy co6 thé 1dy chong réi. Buwong nhién, cha me nao chang mudn
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nhan luc con gai con son tré ma ga di.”

“Con 6ng?”

“Ong khong dat dwoc tiéu chuan cta ho.”

“Tail sao?”

“Ong vuéng vao may vu budn ban véi dan xa hdi den, lai con phai
ngoi tu nita. Cha me c6 ay biét chuyén do.”

“Ong lam thé cfing chi dé hai ngudi duge & bén nhau thoi ma.”

“Minh thi nghi thé nhung cha me c6 dy lai khong thdy vay dau.
Puong nhién phai tim cho con gai mét ngwoi dan ong tir té. Néu 6ng nhd
khong nham ngudi do lam gido vién tiéu hoc hay gi do thi phai.”

“V6 ly qua!”

“Thoi d6 1a nhw vay day.” Ong khé cudi néi, “Véi cach suy nghi
bay gio thi chuyén d6 ngé ngan hét sitc, nhwng ngay doé con cai dau dam di
nguwoc lai y muon cta cha me. Huong ho, cd dy con nha gia gido, lai 6m
yéu sudt nén da la ganh ndng ctia cha me ttr 1au, lam sao dam ttr choi doi
twong cha me chon cho, noi ra nhitng 10i kiéu nhw mudn séng vGi nguoi
dan ong khac lai cang khong dwoc.”

“Thé r6i moi chuyén ra sao a?”

“Thi c6 ay di 14y chong. Con o6ng thi lay ba chau va sinh ra chau.
Cha chau dung 1a mot thang rat citng dau.”

“Vay ong danh tir bé c6 ay sao?”

“Thi 6ng danh vay. C6 1é co ay ciling thé. Du sao thi trén doi nay
cling dau thiéu nhitng chuyén tinh khong thanh nhw vay chi.”

“Nhung ong khong thé quén ding khong?”

Ong nheo mit lai, tram ngdm nhin t6i nhw dang suy tw diéu gi. Sau
mot hoi lau, 6ng mai cat tiéng, “D€ 1an khac 6ng ké ndt. Khi nao chau 16n
hon chut nita.”

Khi 6ng noi thay nén ké cho t6i phan tiép ctia cau chuyén thi t6i da
1én cap ba roi. Sau ky nghi hé nam 16p Mwdi, vira buéc vao hoc ky hai, mot
hém, toi tan hoc vé tién duong ghé qua tham 6ng, cung 6ng uéng bia xem
dau sumo truyén hinh tryc tiép trén ti vi nhw moi lan.
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“O lai an com v&i 6ng nhé?” dng hoi toi sau khi trdn sumo trén ti vi
két thtic.

“Thoi a, me chau dang dgi ¢ nha.”

Toi tr chdi 16i moi cia 6ng thue ra la c6 ly do. B6 la vi thye don
bita t6i & nha 6ng hau nhu lic nao cling d6 hop. Luc thi thit bo rim déng
hop, khi thi ca moi wép dong hop. Tham chi rau cling la mon mang tay
dong hop, dén ca canh miso ciling la thyc pham an lién. Ngay nao 6ng ciing
chi an may thit d6. Thinh thodng me t6i ghé qua dé ndu nwéng mat bita,
cling c6 khi 6ng téi nha t6i an, nhung vé co ban 6ng song nhd dé hop. Theo
nhu 6ng noi thi nguwdi gia khong can quan tam dén mdy viéc dn udng day
dua dinh duwdng, quan trong la an ding gio giac.

“Ong dang dinh goi ngudi ta dem lwon dén,” 6ng néi khi téi chuan
bi ra ve.

“Sao vay a?”

“Sao la sao thé nao? Co luat nao cdm ta khong dwgc an lwon dau?”

Ong nodi nhac dién thoai dit hai sut lwon nuwéng, trong khi chd
nguoi giao do an tdi, hai 6ng chau vira uéng thém mot lon bia vira xem ti
vi. Nhw moi khi, 6ng lai m& mot chai vang, r6i dé hé chitng ba mwoi phut
dén mot tiéng, an xong bita t6i mdi uéng. Thoi quen hai ngay mot
chai Bordeaux tir h6i con song vdi nha t6i dén gio van khong thay doi.

“Hom nay c6 viéc muon nho Saku ddy,” 6ng vira uong bia vira trinh
trong noi.

“Viéc gi a?” Vi bi mén lwon hidp dan nén t6i méi & lai, gio bong
cam thay c6 gi hoi bat an.

“Q, chuyén dai dong lam.”

Ong ndi di vao bép 14y ra mot it ca ngdm dau. Pvong nhién ciing lai
la d6 hop. Ching t6i dang an ca va udéng bia thi nguwdi duwa hang dem do an
t¢i. Chang t6i an sach lwon nwéng, uong hét cd canh gan lwon ré6i ma ong
van chuwa ké xong chuyén. Sau d6 hai 6ng chau chuyén sang uong rugu. Cit
da nay, khong chirng tdi nam hai mwoi tudi toi sé thanh mot con sau ruwgu
khong thé cttu chita. Trong ngudi téi chac han c6 kha nhiéu enzyme phan
gidi rwgu, uong mot chut thi khéng bao gio say ca. Thuc khé ma tin toi lai
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la con ctia ngwdi chi ném mot chit dwa chua Narazuke thoi la da thay non
nao khap nguoi.
Cau chuyén dong dai cua Ong noi két thic vira lic chai
vang Bordeaux gan can sach.
“Cang ngay Saku cang udng rwgu gidi nhi,” 6ng toi hai long noi.
“Chuyeén, chau ngi cua ong ma.”
“Nhung cha chau cling 1a con 6ng ma chd uéng duwogc giot rugu
nao.”
“Chac la di truyén cach doi day.”
“U, chic thé,” 6ng gat g néi. “Thé chuyén 6ng vira néi thi sao,
nhan 10i giup ong chi?”

7

Pén ngay hom sau dau t6i van ong ong vi rirgu, chang nhé néi ham lwong
giac hay cau gian ti€p la gi. Ca budi sang t6i phai 1dp mat sau may cudn
sach gido khoa, c6 nén con buén non. Nhin qua gio thé duc tiét bon, dan da
toi cling 14y lai dwogc chit tinh tdo. Bita trua, t6i va Aki ngbi an com hop
vGi nhau trong san treong. C& nhin phai cai voi phun nwdc 1a toi lai thay
kho chiu, nén hai dita chuyén ra ngoi ¢ cai ghé dai quay lung lai dai phun
nuwdc. Toi ké cho Aki chuyén tinh hoi xwa cia 6ng noi.

“Vay titc la 6ng cua Saku-chan van luén nhé t6i nguwai dé nhi,” Aki
néi, dwong nhu khée mat da hoi wét nuée.

“U, c6 1& vay.” T6i gat dau trong tdm trang kha hon don. “Hinh nhu
cling muon tir bo, nhwng van khéng thé quén dwgc.”

“Nguoi do han cling khong quén duwgc 6ng ban nhi?”

“Ky quac nhi?”

“Sao lai ky?”

“Sao lai thé a, ca nita thé ky day. Bua cho ca mot loai sinh vat tién
héa ay chi.”
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“Ca mot quang thoi gian dai nhuw thé, trong 1ong thiy chung cling cé
chi c6 hinh béng mdt nguwdi, chang phai hiém c6 lam sao?” Aki dap, anh
nhin nhw thé dang dé tam hon tréi dat noi xa x6i.

“Moi sinh vat trén doi nay déu phai gia di, ngoai té€ bao mam ra, tat
ca cac té bao khac déu kho tranh khdi bi 1ao héa. Khuon mat Aki ciing dan
dan c6 nhiéu nép nhan thoi.”

“Y ban la thé nao?”

“Cho du quen nhau md&i hai muoi tudi chang nita, nam muwoi nam
sau chang phai da bdy mwoi con gi?”

“Thi sao?”

“Thi sao a, yéu say dam mét ba gia bay muwai tudi, nghe c ky cuc
sao do.”

“Minh lai thay rat tuyét voi ddy chit.” Aki bé ngoai tai 101 t6i noi, c6
vé hoi phat y.

“0, va thinh thoang lai 1én it gdp nhau & khach san nhi?”

“Vo6 duyén!” Aki lwom t6i véi anh nhin sac nhw dao.

“Ong nodi minh hoan toan da kha ning lam mdy chuyén nhu thé

“Saku mdi la cai loai lam chuyén do thi c6.”

“Khong doi nao!”

“Pung thé day!”

Cudc tranh luan mai khéng nga ngii, tdi gio khoa hoc budi chiéu
van chwa két thiic. Thay gido day sinh vat néi, ADN ctia con ngudi va loai
tinh tinh gidng nhau dén 94,8%. Sy khac biét trong gien di truyén cta hai
loai nay con it hon ca gitta tinh tinh v&i khi dot. Thé nén loai gan giii nhat
vOi tinh tinh khong phai khi dot ma lai chinh la con nguoi ching ta. Ca 16p
pha 1én cudi. Cé gi buon cwoi dau, cai 1 ngoc.

T6i va Aki ngoi cudi 16p hoc. Hai dita van khong ngting tranh cai
vé chuyén ctia 6ng noi toi.

“Nhu vay c6 tinh la ngoai tinh khong nhi?” T6i néu 1én mot van de
quan trong.

“Po la tinh yéu trong sang ma,” Aki lap t&c phan bac.
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“Nhung ma ca 6ng ndi va nguoi do déu da co gia dinh r6i.”

Aki suy nghi mot chit ré6i n6i, “Néu nhin tr géc do cta chong
nguwoi do hay ba noi Saku thi c6 thé la ngoai tinh, nhung véi ngwoi trong
cugc thi do la tinh yéu trong sang.”

“Noi vay tic la ngoai tinh hay tinh yéu trong sang la con tuy vao
ti'ng goc do nhin nhan co a?”

“Minh nghi la do chuan muyc khéac nhau.”

“Khac nhau nhv thé nao?”

“Ngoai tinh, néi cho cung chi la mot khai niém phu thudc vao tirng
xa hoi khac nhau ma thoi. Thoi dai khac nhau thi khai niém ciing khac
nhau. Chang han trong xa hoi c6 ché do da thé, thi phdi ludn theo cach
khac. C6 diéu viéc thwong nhé mot ngwdi suét nam muoi nam trdi thi minh
nghi con vugt qua ca van héa va lich st 16i.”

“Co vugt qua ca chung loai khong?”

“Ha?”

“Liéu mot con tinh tinh dyc cé thé nhé nhung mdt con tinh tinh cai
trong suot nam muoi nam khong?”

“Minh lam sao biét dwgc chuyén ctaia bon tinh tinh chit?”

“Tom lai thi tinh yéu chan chinh vi dai hon chuyén ngoai tinh ch?”

“Tw “vi dai’ ay c6 1€ khong dung cho lam.”

Tranh luan dang tdi cao trao thi giong thay gido vang lén, “Hai em
kia, ti* ndy tGi gio ndi chuyén gi vay?” Thé la hai chiing t6i bi thay phat
phai ditng cudi 16p. Ddc tai! N6i chuyén con ngudi va tinh tinh c6 kha nang
giao phoi thi dwgc, nhuwng noi chuyén tinh yéu nam ni* veegt qua khodng
cach thoi gian thi khong cho. Bi phat ditng nhung ching t6i van tiép tuc thi
thao chuyén cua ong noi.”

“Aki c6 tin vao kiép sau khong?”

“Sao hdi thé?”

“Bdi vi 6ng ndi va nguoi yéu ting hen wéc hai nguoi sé mai bén
nhau & thé gidi bén kia.”

Aki ngam nghi mot chit r6i n6i, “Minh chang tin dau.”

“Hang ngay Aki van hay cau nguyén truée khi di ngt con gi?”
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“Minh tin vao Chua Troi ma,” em ranh rot dap.

“Chua Troi va kiép sau thi khac gi nhau chii?”

“Saku-chan khong cam thay kiép sau nhu dugce tao ra dua trén kiép
nay hay sao?”

Cau noi d6 khién t6i phdi suy nghi doi chut.

“Vay thi 6ng nodi va ngwoi do c6 sang thé gidi bén kia cling khong
dwogc ¢ bén nhau roi.”

“Aki chi n6i minh tin hay khong tin th6i.” Aki nht mu6n chita 10i.
“Ong ndi Saku-chan va ngudi dé chic hin c6 suy nghi khac.”

“Co lé Chua Troi cting chi la do con nguoi ta twdng twgng ra ma
th6i. Twéng twong ra dé khi nao can thi di cau xin khan vai.”

“Chua Troi cia minh khac han nhw thé.”

“Chua Troi cling c6 may vi co a? Hay la may loai?”

“Du khoéng tin vao thién duong, ta cling van nén kinh sg Chida Troi.
Pém nao minh cling cau nguyén trong niém kinh sg ay.”

“Cau xin Chua Troi tha thit cho con a?”

ROt cudc ching toi bi tong ra ditng ngoai hanh lang. Ra ngoai dé,
hai dta lai tiép tuc tranh luan vé thién dwong va Chua Troi cho tGi khi tan
hoc. Sau do6 ching t6i bi goi vao phong gido vién lan lugt nghe thay sinh
vat va c6 chu nhiém quat cho mot tran, rang than thiét nhau ciling t6t thoi,
nhung trong 16p hoc thi phdi chuyén tam nghe giang.

Khi chting t6i & khoi cong treong thi troi da nha nhem. Hai diva lang
1é di vé hudng cong vién Daimyo. Con dwong di qua san choi va Vién Bao
tang Lich stt. C6 ca mot tiém ca pheé tén la Joukamachi. Hai dia tung ghé
vao d6 mot lan sau khi tan hoc, nhung ca phé dé qua nén chang bao gio
quay lai lan thi¢ hai. Chiing t6i di qua m6t xwdng ruwgu cii, tdi con séng nhd
chdy ngang qua thanh pho. Aki dgi hai dita qua cau r6i mdi 1én tiéng.

“Rot cudc, ho cling chwa tirng dwgc ¢ bén nhau,” Aki lai néi vé
chuyén ong t6i. “Cho du da cho dgi nhitng nam mvoi nam.”

“Hinh nhw ho dinh sé vé bén nhau sau khi chong ba dy mat.” Toi
cling dang nghi vé chuyén cta 6ng noi. “Vi sau khi ba ndi qua doi, ong noi
van song mot minh.”
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“Bao lau r6i?”

“Mudi nam roi. Nhung ngudi yéu ong lai mat tredc ca chong ba ay,
nén ong noi va nguoi do khong dwgc nhv y nguyén.”

“That 1a mé6t cau chuyén buén.”

“Minh lai thdy buon cuwdi lam sao ay.”

Cudc doi thoai dirng & dé. Chung t6i tiép tuc bwdc di, dau cui thap.
Qua tiém rau va tiém ban chiéu tatami, ré & goc pho cho tiém cat toc, ching
toi da gan tGi nha Aki.

“Saku-chan a, giip 6ng ban di.” Dwong nhw nhan ra doan duong vé
chung chi con rat ngan, em néi véi téi nhw vay.

“Noi thi dé thé, day la chuyén di dao trdm mo nguoi ta day.”

“Ban sg a?”

“Nao chi moi sg thoi dau?”

“T6i Saku-chan chwa kia.” Aki cuwoi.

“Co gi vui lam sao?”

“A, khong.”

Nha Aki hién ra phia tredc. Toi chi viéc ré phai & con pho treéc mat
va bang qua duwong la vé dén nha. Chi con khodng nam muoi mét nita.
Khong ai lén tiéng trudc, hai dita buwdc cham dan cho tdi khi ditng han lai.

“Cai viéc do... la pham phap diung khong?” toi hoi.

“Nghiém trong vay sao?” Aki hoi boi roi ngudc mat 1én.

“Lai con khong phai nita hay sao?”

“Tinh la toi gi nhi?”

“Puong nhién la quay roi tinh duc r6i.”

“Noi bay nao!”

Aki bat cwdi, mai téc dai mém mai x0a ngang vai cia em khé rung
rung, lam chiéc 4o khodc trang cang thém noi bat. Béng chiing t6i trai dai,
ntra trén hai cai béng bi gap lai, chiéu trén bitc twong bé tong & dang truéc.

“Nguoi ta ma phat hién thi thé nao ciing bi du6i hoc.”

“Thé thl minh sé dén nha tham ban.”

Nghe c6 vé nhw mot 16 khich 167

“Thodi mai qua nhi, Aki ding la Aki,” t6i thé dai [am bam.
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T6i néi v6i cha me rang minh sé ngu lai nha 6ng noi. Hom doé la thiv Bay.
Hai 6ng chau goi sushi cho bita t5i. Ong ndi choi sang, goi lién hai sudt dic
biét. Du thé, tham chi t6i con chang phan biét noi dau la ca ngir dau la nhim
bién nita. Mén bao ngu thi dai nhw cao su. Hom nay khong cé bia cling
chang c6 vang Bordeaux, chiing t6i vira uéng tra vira xem béng chay truyén
hinh tryc tiép, sau d6 uéng ca phé. T6i gitta tran dau thi gio phat song két
thuc.

“Téi Iac khai hanh roi,” 6ng noi.

Mo cia nguwoi do ¢ khu ngoai 6 phia Pong thanh pho, nam trong
mot ngodi dén thd phu nhan ctia mot vi lanh chda. Ching t6i xudng taxi cho
gan ngo6i dén. Khu nay & duwdi chan nui, la cho dau tién bi cat nwdc moi khi
thiéu nwéc vao mua hé. Du mdi thang Chin, nhung tiét troi ban dém da se
lanh.

Bén canh bac da dan t6i dai sanh c6 mét canh cong nho, bén trong
canh cong la mot con dwong dat dé chay thang t&i khu nghia trang. Bén trai
la mot birc twong trat thach cao trang, phia bén kia cé 1€ 1a khu nha & cta
cac nha sw, song hoan toan khéng cé dau hiéu nao cho thay c6 ngudi song
& do. Chi c6 chut anh sang tu mu hat ra tir noi dwong nhw la ctra sé ctia nha
vé sinh. Bén phai ching t6i la nhitng ng6i mdi co cé 1é tir thoi Mac Phu.
Nhitng ngon thap dagoba nghiéng nga va bia moi nitt v& trong nhw dang
tr6i bong bénh trong anh trang. Doc theo con duwong dan 1én swon ndi, hang
cdy bach va tuyét tung sum sé phu béng, co ho che khuat ca bau trgi. Cuoi
con duwong nay chinh la noi chon cat phu nhan lanh chda. Trong béng t6i,
toi 10 mo trong thdy mot hang bia m¢ hinh dang ky la, hinh 13p phuong,
hinh cau, hinh nén... Ching t6i vong qua bén trai, tiép tuc di sdu vao trong
khu. Hai 6ng chau c6 mang theo mot chiéc den pin nho, nhung sg bat 1én sé
khién ngwdi trong chua cht y nén danh mo mam di dwdi anh trang.

“0O dau ha 6ng?” t6i hoi 6ng ndi dang buwéc ning né phia trudec.
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“Pang tredc kia kia.”

“Ong t6i d6 1an nao chwa?”

“Um.” Ong that kiém 10.

R6t cudc thi & day cé bao nhiéu ngdi m? Swon doc thoai thodi gan
nhw bi bia m§ pha kin. M6i m6 lai khong nhat thiét chi chita hai c6t cta
mot ngwoi. Néu trung binh mot ng6i mo chon cét tro xwong cua hai hay ba
nguoi thi thie khong thé wéc doan tai nghia trang nay cé bao nhiéu nguoi
dang yén nghi. Toi titng dén nghia trang nhiéu lan vao ban ngay. Nhung
vao lic mudn thé nay thi day mdi la lan dau. Nghia trang vé dém khac han
lic ban ngay, c6 thé cdm nhan rd rang sy hién dién cua nguwoi da khuat, rd
nhv la hoi thd vay. Ngwdc mat 1én, t6i thdy vai con doi dang bay trén
nhitng ngon cdy dai thu che khuét ca vom troi.

Dot nhién, bau troi hién ra tredc mat, nhitng ngoéi sao dwong nhw
dang ao ao d6 xudng chung t6i. To6i théi ngwdc nhin 1én va di tdi phia sau
lvng Ong noi.

“0O day a?”

“U, ¢ day.”

Trudc mat to6i hién ra mot ngoéi md hoan toan binh thuwong. D6 la
mot ngdi mo kha 16n va c6 vé duoc xay tir kha 1au roi.

“Gio lam gi day a?”

“Khan trudc da.”

To6i thdy that quai g& néu phai khan nguyén khi dang di trao trdm
mo nguoi ta, 6ng noi rut que hwong tram da chuan bi san ra dé cham Iira,
roi chap hai tay lai vGi vé nghiém trang va lang im cau nguyén. Khong con
cach nao khéc, ditng sau lung 6ng, toi cling chap tay cau nguyén. T6i nghi
do 1a cach bay té su hoi 16i v&i nhitng nguwdi nam duwdi kia vé viéc dao trom
mo lan nay.

“Gio,” ong toi noi, “dich cai nay sang mot bén da.”

Hai 6ng chau nhac bat hwong bang dé Ién va chuyén né sang bén
canh.

“Chéau chiéu den pin di.”
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O duédi vién da ké bat huong c6 mot phién da mong day kin ndm
mo. Ong t6i phai ding tudc no vit nay vao cac géc cia ranh giita ndp va
thanh mo bang da. Mot héi sau phién da cling xé dich va chi dung tay 6ng
cling nay dugc nap mo 1én. Bén trong la mot thach that kha rong. Néu gap
minh thi m6t ngwdi 16n cling cé thé chui lot vao trong.

“Puwa ong cai den.”

Ong ndi cam dén pin roi ndm sdp xuéng, chui ca na than trén vao
trong mo. Toi & phia trén de gitta hai chan 6ng dé 6ng khoi nga 16n nhao
xudng dudi. Ong nodi suc sao mot hoi, roi dwa toi cai dén pin, sau d6 can
than dung cd hai tay nhdc mot chiéc binh st dung tro cot ra. Toi lang lang
nhin 6ng lam. Ong chiéu dén pin vao day binh x4c dinh lai tén ngudi ghi
bén dudi, roi thdo sgi day thirng nho bén trén va tit t* mé nap. Bén trong
binh la tro c6t ctia nguwdi d6. C¢ nhu thé mot héi 1au. Tai khi cét tiéng goi
“Ong oi!”, tdi m6i nhan ra hai vai 6ng dang khé run run duéi anh tring.

Ong chi 14y trong binh ra mot chit xiu tro roi dé vao mot chiéc hop
g0 nhé da chuan bi san. “Pa mat bao cong dé tdi day co ma, viéc gi 6ng
phéi rén rén dén thé!” t6i suyt néi thé nhuwng da kim lai dwgc. Ong lai nhin
cham cham vao trong binh tro mot lic r6i day nap lai va thit day vao trong
binh tro mot lic réi day nap lai va thit day nhw cii. Sau do toi lai giit chan
dé 6ng chui vao dat chiéc binh trd vé cho cili. Cudi cung, t6i day bé da trd
lai. Cac canh ctia phién da déu bi tray xuwéc do 6ng choc tudc no vit vao.

Khi ching t6i vé t6i can ho cia 6ng thi da gan muoi hai gio dém.
Hai 6ng chau rét bia lanh ra cham cdc. T6i thay kha hai 1ong, nhung ngoai
ra cling thay doi chat c6 don.

“Chi vi 6ng ma Saku phai thirc khuya qua,” ong toi noi.

“Khong sao dau a,” t6i ndi, rét thém bia vao chiéc coc da voi dén
mot nira ctia 6ng. “Du sao, néu khéng c6 chau 6ng ciling ty lam viéc dé
dwgc ma.”

Nang coc bia 1én miéng nhing gwong mat 6ng lai hién 1én mot cai
nhin xa xam. Thé r6i, 6ng ditng Ién va ldy mot cubn sach tir trén gia xuong.

“Sakutaro hoc tho c6 Trung Quéc roi phai khong?” Ong mé cuén
sach c6 vé cii ky ay ra. “Doc thir bai nay xem nao.”
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Tén bai tho do6 1a “Cat sinh”. Phia duwdi phan Han van cé doan dich
tho tiéng Nhat, t6i lién nhin vao dé.

“Chau c6 hiéu bai tho muon néi gi khong?”

“Pai khai la ‘khi chét di muén dwgc chén cung mét mo’ ding
khong a?”

Ong ling 1& gat dau, roi doc lai doan tho cudi: “Déng chi da, ha chi
nhat. Bach nién chi hau, quy vu ky that.”®]

“Poan tho c6 nghia la, qua bao ngay ha lé thé va nhitng dém dong
dang dang, em cit an nghi noi day. Tram nam nita qua di, roi ta ciing sé tdi
day nam canh em. Hay binh yén chd ngay dé tGi.”

“Pang nao thi nguwdi yéu ciing chét r6i.”

“Cho du c6 tién b bao nhiéu di nita, cdm xtic ctia con ngwoi van
vay, sau tham trong tam hon ching ta hau nhw khong thay doi. Bai tho nay
duwgc viét cach day hon 2000 nam, thdm chi cé khi con 1au hon thé. N6 da
ton tai tw treéc ca khi nguwdi ta sang tao ra thé tho T tuyét va Buong luat
ma chau dang hoc ¢ trwong hién gio. Vay ma, duong nhw ngay nay chung
ta van c6 thé thdu hidu dwgc cdm xiic ctia nhitng ngudi thoi do. Ong nghi
chang can phai dugc gido duc ti té hay dwgc hoc bong méi c6 thé hiéu
dwgc cam xuc dy dau.”

Hop g6 nhd nam trén mat ban. Nguwdi nao khong biét chac dé nham
twdng bén trong chita cudong ron hay huy chwong gi d6. Cam giac that ky
quac.

“Chau gitt cai hop nay cho 6ng.” Dot nhién 6ng ndi buéng ra mot
cau. “Khi 6ng chét, chau hay tron tro c6t ctia Ong vGi ctia ba dy ma rai.”

“Khoan da ong oi!” t0i noi.

“Ldy ra mOt nhim tro ctia 6ng bang véi nhiim tro trong hop nay va
tron lai v6i nhau. Réi ¢ rai ¢ bat ¢ noi ndo chau thich.” Ong 1dp lai 15i
yéu cau nhu thé dang lap di chuc vay.

Gio t6i m6i nhan ra y d6 ctia 6ng nodi. Néu chi mudn 14y trém tro
cot, mot minh 6ng cling lam dwgc. M4t cong 16i thém dira chau trai vao lam
ké dong 10a, hda ra tat ca déu c6 muc dich ca.
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“Chéu da hiva v6i 6ng ro6i ma,” 6ng n6i nhw dé chac chan.

“Chau khong thuc hién duegce 10i hitva kiéu do dau,” toi dap lai ngay.

“Lam on thuc hién nguyén vong cua lao gia nay di,” 6ng néi nhw
sap khoc dén noi.

“Chéu khong biét dau, viéc d6 phién lam.”

“Viéc do thi c6 gi kho dau nao?”

Chi Itic do t6i m@i nhd la c6 1an cha tirng phan nan v6i me vé su ich
ky cta 6ng noi. Phai roi, 6ng chi nghi dén ban than théi. Ong 1a kidu ngudi
chi chi y t6i diéu minh muo6n chit khong hé quan tam téi viéc gy phién ha
cho nguoi khac.

“Ong c6 dam chic minh muén giao mdt viéc quan trong nhu vay
cho chau khong?” t6i co6 thuyét phuc 6ng.

“Ong con c6 thé nho ai dwgc nita chi??” Ngudi gia thuc qua v wong
nganh.

“Cha chau chi con ai nita,” t6i thot 1én.”Cha chau la con trai 6ng
ma. Hon nita cha sé la nguwdi quan xuyén tang 1é cia 6ng vdi tw cach nguoi
chu gia dinh.”

“Cai thang so sang d6 lam sao ma hiéu dugc kiéu ngwoi nhu chiing
ta co cha!”

“Chung ta...” Toi thoang lang nguaoi.

Ong noéi, “Thi 6ng va chau luén hgp nhau 1dm ma.” Réi 6ng tiép
tuc. “Ong biét chic chdn chau s& hiéu duoc, thé nén hdi trwdc 6ng méi doi
Saku 16n 1én chut nita.”

Toi c6 cam giac nhv y dinh cua ong da co tw lau, trudc ca cai hom
t0i bi du do vi mén lwon nwéng. Khong, cé khi tr truede do, ong ndi da luon
ngam ngam theo du6i muc dich nay va kién nhan nu6i day t6i cho t&i ngay
hém nay. Nghi k§ lai, t6i thdy minh nhuw cd bé MurasakilZl trong
truyén Truyén ky vé chang Genji.

“Pai loai thi, khi nao 6ng mdi mat chit?” Nguwge han véi ndi tam
dang xao dong, giong toi binh tinh la thuwong.
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“Cé 1& phai chd khi nao thoi gian ctia 6ng hét thoi.” Ong tra 104,
dwong nhw khong mdy may bi tac dong vdéi su thay doi trong giong noi cta
tOi.

“Thi khi nao chit?”

“Chinh 6ng ciing khong biét, nén 6ng mdéi néi vay chit. Néu ta biét
duwgc thé thi cudc doi cé khac gi mot ké hoach dau.”

“Vay lam sao ong biét chac rang chau sé & canh 6ng khi 6ng mat?
L& dau nguoi ta hdéa thiéu 6ng ldc chau khong c6 mat, thé thi lam sao chau
lay dugc tro cot cua 6ng chi.”

“Néu thé thi chau chi viéc dao trom mo 6ng thoi, nhw hém nay 6ng
chau ta vira lam ay.”

“Ong mudn chau 1am vay Ian nita sa0?”

“Xin chau ddy,” giong ong nghe nhw van nai, “chau la nguoi duy
nhat 6ng c6 thé nho cay chuyén nay.”

“Néi thi thé nhung...”

“Sakutaro a, thuc sy rat khing khiép khi ngwdi minh yéu qua doi.
Noi dau nay, dau lam gi di nita n6 ciing khong thé thanh hinh. Cé thé vi thé
ma con nguwdi mudn tao hinh cho né. Chang phéi cling nhu bai tho éng
chau minh vira doc d6 sao, vo cuing kho khan khi ta phai ly biét nhwng van
con co hoi cudi cung dé ¢ canh nguwdi d6. Xin chau ddy, hay bién nguyén
vong cua ong va ba ay tré thanh hién thyc.”

Toi luén c6 chit né trong véi nguwdi 16n tudi. Nhung thuye ra, chinh
cum ti* “ong va ba ay” méi la thi¢ khién t6i cam dong.

“Vay la chau déng y sé thyc hién yéu cau cia 6ng?” Khuén mat ong
nhu birng sang léen.

“Thi chau con c6 lva chon nao khac dau.”

“Nho chau ca day,” 6ng n6i, mat cup xuong trong giay lat.

“Nhung ma ‘bat c noi nao chau thich’ nghe khéng 6n chit nao.
Ong phai din chau cuy thé 1a & dau chit.”

“Viéc d6 thi duge.” Ong cé vé suy tw. “Nhung 1am sao ma biét duoc
diéu gi sé xdy ra & noi dé khi 6ng chét di. Gia du ong dan chau dem rai tro
& mot goc cdy va muoi nam sau noi do thanh dwong nhya thi sao.”
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“Néu thé thi 6ng co6 thé chon cho khac.”

Ong ngdm nghi mot hoi r6i noéi, “Thdi, 6ng dé chau ty quyét dinh
hét. Ong dwa ca vao phan doan ctia chau day.”

“Chau da néi la khong duwgc roi ma. Hay la, ong thit néi xem dia
diém chung chung la & dau: nui, bién hay trén troi?”

“Hum, 6 1€ 1a bién.”

“Bién a?”

“Nhung hay chon noi nao nwdc sach mot chut.”

“Puoc roi. Chau sé tim mdt ving nwdc sach va réi tro xuong do.”

“Khoan da, néu la bién thi 16 dau song danh dat 1én sé chia ré ong
va ba dy vé hai hwéng khac nhau thi sao.”

“U, ciing c6 thé.”

“Vay hay lén nui di.”

“Nui a?”

“Noi nao d6 ma bon xay dyng sé khong kéo dén ay.”

“Vay chau sé tim mot noi that cao va vo cung héo lanh.”

“O gan chd nao d6 c6 hoa thi tot.”

“Hoa ay a?”

“Ba 4y thich hoa violet.”

T6i khoanh tay lai nhin 6ng ndi cham cham.

“Sao thé?”

“Yéu cau do qua chi tiét.”

“0, 6ng xin 16i.” Ong dwa mét nhin ra xa nhu thé rat c6 don. “Chéau
dirng dé bung cai sy tham lam cta lao gia nay.”

T6i hat ra mot hoi thd rat dai, G manh dé 6ng nghe thay.

“Vay la rai tro trén nui, noi khong ai qua lai va c6 hoa violet phai
khong a?”

“Chau chan lam r6i, phai khong?”

“Khong dau a.”

“Pugc roi.”
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Hom sau, toi vé nha truedc budi trira r6i goi dién hen gdp Aki. Em néi chiéu
nay cé viéc mat roi, nhung dén chiéu t6i thi khong sao. Vay la ching t6i
hen nhau ltic nam gio dé gap nhau chirng mot tiéng.

Co6 mot ngdi dén Shinto nam cach déu nha t6i va nha Aki. Tt nha
t0i, di doc theo con duwong ven song chirng nam tram mét vé phia Nam, qua
cau thi sé thdy mot cong vom 1én dan vao khu viee dén thg. Sau cong la
mot bai dat do xe bui bam mo mit, qua bai do xe 1a nhitng bac thang da trai
dai dan 1én lung chirng ngon nii nhé. Di hét cac bac thang da la t6i ngoi
den, tv day c6 thé nhin thdy mot con dwong nho ¢ phia Bong. Con duwong
nay chay qua khu nha dan vuon téi duwong 16n. Bi qua den tin hiéu trudc
don canh sat, ré vao sau thém chut nita 1a téi nha Aki. T6i thich t6i cho hen
sém hon mot chat, ditng trong san dén ngam em di t@i. Du chi trong thay
em sém hon mot chut thoi, t6i cling vui 1am ro6i.

Aki khong biét t6i dang quan sat, ngwoi em hoi nghiéng vé phia
tredc dap xe. Sau khi xuéng xe & dwong lén nui phia Pong, em ttr tit chay
len nui trén nhitng bac thang hep, khac vGi con duong toi leo 1én khi nay.

“Xin 16i, minh dén tré,” em thé hon hén noi.

“Viéc gi phdi chay thé.”

“Chtng minh khong c6 nhiéu thoi gian ma,” em thd dai noi.

“Aki c6 viéc gi a?” t6i nhin dong ho va hoi.

“Khong, chi di tam r6i an toi thoi.”

“Vay bon minh con 6i thoi gian.”

“Nhung troi sé toi mat.”

“Thé dinh sé lam gi nao?”

“Chiu.” Aki cuoi cuoi. “Saku-chan maéi la nguoi doi gap nhau co
ma.”

“Sé khong mat nhiéu thoi gian dau.”
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“Vay la minh khong phai cuéng 1én ding khong?”

“U, minh da béo roi ma.”

“Thi c ngo6i xudng di da.”

Chung t6i ngbi xudng bac da trén cung phia Aki leo 1én. Pho xa trai
rong tredc mat hai dita. Hwong hoa qué khong biét tir dau phang phat trong
con gio nhe.

“Vay c6 chuyén gi nao?”

“Troi dang Bong da t6i roi kia.”

“Ha?”

“T6i nay ching minh xem UFO nhé.”

“C6 chuyén gi nao?”

“bay.”

T6i rat chiéc hop nhé bang go khéi tii do khoac. Bé nap ho khoi
bung ra, toi budc mot sgi day chun day xung quanh. Duwong nhu doan dwgc
bén trong chira thir gi, Aki khé rut nguoi lai.

“Ban lay dugc roi a?”

T6i khong noéi gi ma chi gat dau.

“Khi nao?”

“Pém qua.”

To6i thdo day chun ra, nhe hang nhac nap hop 1én. Duéi day hop cé
mot dim tro cot mau trang. Aki khé li€c mat nhin vao trong.

“Hoi it nhi.”

“Ong minh ty dung khéch khi, chi 14y cé chitng d6 théi. Ching hiéu
do xdu ho hay la s¢ hai nita.”

Dé ngoai tai nhitng diéu toi no6i, Aki héi, “Thit quan trong nhw vay
sao lai dwa cho ban gitr?”

“Thi dé bao quan. Sau khi 6ng nodi qua doi, t¢ sé tron tro cot hai
nguoi ho lai véi nhau réi rai ¢ dau do.”

“P6 kiéu nhu mot 16i tran tréi ding khong?”

“Pai loai thé.”

R0i t6i doc cho Aki nghe bai tho “Cét sinh” kia.

“Y 1a sau khi chét muén dugce dong huyét ay.”
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“Pong huyét?”

Chinh 1a chét r6i dugc chon chung mot ngdéi mo ay ma. Néu khong
nghi rang mot ngay nao dé hai ngwoi sé lai dwogc & bén nhau thi ta sé khong
thé chiu dwng néi khi mét ngudi yéu. Ong ndi néi, cdm xtic ndy cé 18 ngan
doi cling khong bao gio thay doi”.

“Nhung ong ban va nguoi do dau co duge chon cung nhau dau?”

“A, chuyén dé khong thé dwoc 1a vi ca hai déu da két hon voi ngudi
khac mat r6i. Co 1€ vi thé 6ng ndi méi nghi ra chuyén nay. Phién ha hét
sue.”

“Cam dong day chi.”

“Néu mudn & canh ba dy dén thé, dang ra 6ng chi can nuét dong tro
ay vao bung la xong.”

“An tro cot 4?”

“U, nhiéu canxi 1dm.”

Aki khic khich cuoi.

“Néu minh chét thi Saku-chan c6 an tro c6t ciia minh khong?”

“Minh cting muén lam.”

“Khéng dugc!”

“Co phan doi cling vay thoi, ngudi chét roi thi lam dugc gi chi.
Minh sé di trdm m6 nhw dém hom qua, dem tro c6t cua Aki vé roi moi dém
an mot chut. Nhiéu dinh dutng lam day.”

Aki cwoi pha 1én. M6t Iic sau em ngirng cuwdi, “Minh cling muén
tro cot ctia minh dwgc rdi khap noi nao d6. Noi nao d6 vo cung dep.” Em
néi vdi anh nhin xa xam. “Chén trong mé thi vira toi lai am w6t.”

“Pirng c6 noi cu thé nhw vay chi.”

Thay vi cung nhau cudi, hai diva chi im lang. Chung t6i ngan ra
nhin nhim tro c6t trong hop.

“Cé thay ghé khong?”

“Khong.” Em lac dau. “Chang ghé ti nao.”

“Ban dau chang muon gilt cai hop nay dau, nhung khi cung Aki
ngam no, minh lai thay rat dé chju.”

“Minh cling vay.”
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“Ky quac nhi.”

Mat troi khudt bong, canh vat dan téi. Thady mot ngwdi dan 6ng mac
b6 hakama trang dang buwdc 1én bac thang, hinh nhw l1a tu si ¢ dén, hai diva
lién cat tiéng, “Chao thay a.” Ong ciing cat giong 0 @ dap lai, “Chao céc
con.”

“Cac con dang lam gi thé?” 6ng mim cwoi hoi.

“Co gi dau a,” toi dap.

“Pay nap hop lai di,” Aki n6i sau khi tu si vira di khuat.

T6i dong nap, chang day cao su lai va nhét chi€c hop vao tdi 4o
khoac. Aki nhin gidy lat vao cho ao bi cai hop lam phong 1én r6i lai nguéc
nhin Ién bau troi.

“Sao 1én roi kia,” em ndi. “Ban c6 nghi cang ngay trong ching cang
dep hon khong?”

“Tai khi CFC day. Tang 6 zon dang bi tan ph4, tang khi quyén tré
nén mong hon nén trong cac ngodi sao cting c6 vé sang hon.”

“That sao?”

Hai dita lang 1é ngam bau troi sao mat ltc.

“H6m nay chang c6 UFO ro6i,” t6i noi.

Aki cuoi bén 1én.

“Mu6n vé nha chwa?”

“U,” em khé gat dau.

bung vao khodnh khac tia sdng cudi cung bién mat khéi bau troi,
hai di¥a chiing t6i hon nhau. Bon mat nhin nhau, mot thi cdm xtic vo hinh
cung dang lén, trwdc khi kip nhan ra, méi hai dita da cham vao nhau roi.
Po6i moi cua Aki mang mui hwong cta 14 rung. Cling c6 1& mui huwong ay la
do vi tu si vira dot dam 14 rung & san dén. Aki dat tay lén tii 4o khoac noi
toi dung chiéc hop go va ap manh méi vao moi t6i. Mui 14 rung moi lic
mot nong.
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To6i 1ay mot chai coca ra khéi ta lanh va noc trng we. Ngoai ctra s6, sa mac
ryc dé ngut tam mét. O noi sa mac ndy, méi ngdy troéi nhw’ cd mot ndm troi.
Ban ngay mat dat bi thiéu dét duwdi cai néng gay gat ciia mua heé, vé dém
nhiét do lai roi xuéng gan diém déng bang, hai muoi tv gio quay da mot
chu ky cac mua, bé qua mua xuan va mua thu.

Nhiét d6 ctia may diéu hoa trong phong dé qua thap, t6i mirc khong
phdi mat ma gan nhw la lanh r6i. Thyc kh6 ma tin rang & bén ngoai tdm
kinh kia, nhiét do khong khi lai 1én t6i hon nam mwoi do C. Toi nhin dam
dam vao sa mac mot hoéi 1au. Xung quanh khach san tat nhién la nhitng cay
khuynh diép xanh mon mén nhw liéu rd, cé ca c6 nita... du chi rai rac lo
tho, nhung xa hon nita thi ching c6 gi. Anh mit t6i khong tim thay diém
nao dé ma dung lai.

B6 me Aki da di ngam canh bang xe buyt. Ho bao, vi Aki chwa bao
gid ngam canh sa mac nén ho di thay phan con gai. Hai nguwoi ra toi di
cung, nhung t6i quyét dinh & lai khach san mot minh. T6i chang c6 long da
nao. Gio day, nhitng gi toi thay, Aki da khong thé nhin thay nita roi. Trong
qua kh, em chuwa tirng thdy chiing, va trong twong lai cling chang bao gio
thay. Chon nay la dau, toi tw héi. Lé di nhién, ta c6 thé chi ra dwgc kinh do
va vi do hay danh xung dia 1y cua viing dat nay. Nhung diéu dé chang co y
nghia gi, bdi du noi day c6 la dau di nita, nd cling chang la dau ca.

Vi toi, tat ca trong déu chang khac gi sa mac - du c¢6 la nhitng canh
dong xanh ngat va bat ngan nii non hay bién khoi 1ap lanh, dwong pho tap
nap nguoi qua ké lai cling thé thoi. Lé ra, toi chang can cat cong tdi tan noi
nay. Aki chét r6i, va ca thé gigi da bién thanh hoang mac. Em da trén chay,
tron chay dén noi tan cung thé gidi, tan cung cta tan cung. Khi dudi theo
em, gid va cat x6a nhoa dau chan t6i.

Dudi nha hang trong khach san, khach du lich van quan c6c va ao
phong dang dung bita.
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“Sa mac thé nao a?” t6i hoi cha me AKki.

“Néng lam,” bac trai noi.

“Thé hai bac c6 tréo 1én tang da Ayer khong a?”

“Cai lao nay sao ma du sic,” me Aki dap. “Tham chi con khong dai
sttc bang bac nita kia.”

“Ba thi dai sttc qua roi.”

“Co lé 6ng nén bé thudc 1a di.”

“T6i dinh bé mai roi day chit.”

“Nhung ong c6 lam dau.”

“Pau c6 dé thé.”

“Vi 6ng ching nghiém tic gi cd. Ong chi néi thé thdi chi dau thuc
sy muon thé.”

T6i nghe cha me Aki néi chuyén ma nhuw chang nghe gi. Sao hai bac
ay c6 thé noi chuyén nhw binh thuwong vay chit? Toi biét ho c6 to ra nhw thé
vi t6i. Nhung du vay, Aki da khong con nita! Trén doi nay, chang con gi
dang dé ndi nita ca.

Chting t6i xudng xe buyt, mot nii da khong 16 strng sitng tredc mat.
Bé mat né 16m chém, 16i 10m day go u nhuw buwdu lac da. May tang da 16n
noi lién nhau lam thanh mot khéi khong 16. Vai du khach dang bam vao
mot sgi xich sat, tréo 1én trén theo hang doc. Xung quanh nii da day nhitng
hang dong hinh thanh do phong héa. Trén twong hang rdi rac nhitng bic vé
ctia thé dan chau Uc.

Puong 1én doc hon téi twdng. Chi lat sau mo hoi da tda ra. Hai bén
thai dwong bat dau ran rat. Nhitng u da map mo bén trén ct nhw co bap trén
canh tay ngwoi khong 16. Sau khi leo 1én chitng muwoi mét, do doc it nhiéu
giam di, nhung lai xuat hién mot doan nhap nho 1én xudng. Chung t6i leo
qua mdy ngon doi da nhé. Thé roi dai da ndi noi nhau dy dot nhién dit
doan, dudi chan xuat hién mot khe ndi sau phing 1i nhv dao cit. Anh ning
chéi chang gan nhw chiéu xuéng theo géc thang dirng, lam sang birng 1én
16p dia tang c6 dai.

Nhin ti* bén dwdi, mém nidi co ho khong c6 gié nay twong doéi 16n.
Bai thé anh mat troi choi gat, song chwa dén noi khong chiu dung dugc.
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Nhin vé phia trwéc, chi thdy & xa tit tap noi bau troi va mat dat giao nhau
mong lung mdt vét trang nhd nho, duong chan troi mo hé khong rd rang.
Ca bon phia phong canh déu chi nhw vay. Bau troi trong trdi khong mot gon
may. Duy chi c6 sy bién hoéa vi diéu tir sac lam sam sang lam nhat kia la
thong tri ca bau troi.

Trong quan an don so dudi chan nui da, ching toi an mon banh
nhan thit néng dén noi suyt bong cd mom. Mot chiéc may bay Cessna bay
ngang qua. O noi nay, muén di tir chd nao ciing phai ngdi may bay ca. Moi
nguoi c di tir san bay nay sang san bay khac. Trong sa mac, cho nao ciing
c6 thé trong thay rai rac nhitng chiéc 6 t6 va may bay c& nhé chi co thé coi
la do bé di. Trén dai luc nay, xwéng sita chita may bay gan nhat thong
thwong cling phai cdch may tram cay so, gap phai sw cd e rang chi con cach
vt di luon ma thoi. Nui da vira leo 1én khi nay & ngay tredc mat. Bé mat
nui da c6 vo so nép nhan rat sau.

“Tréng c¥ nhw ndo ngwoi dy nhi,” mot nguwdi phat biéu cam twéng.

“Thoi di!” cd gai ngbi cung ban dang cho miéng thit viéen dam dia
nuwéc vao miéng hét 1én nhw bi dong kinh.

Nhuwng Aki khong ¢ d6 dé nghe nhitng cudc doi thoai nhw vay. Thé
nén toi cling khong. Gid day, chén nay khong c6 mat to6i. To6i da lac duong,
16 buwdc vao mot noi chang phai qua khit cling chang phai twong lai, khong
c6 su song cling khong cé cai chét. Toi khong hiéu bang cach nao minh téi
dwgc mot noi nhu thé. Khi nhan ra thi minh da ¢ do r6i. Ké khong biét
minh la ai & mot noi khéng biét chén nao.

“Chau mudn an gi khong?” me Aki hoi t6i.

Cha Aki nhac cai gia dé thyc don & cudi ban lén r6i dwa cho vg.
Béc gai md né ra tredc mat toi, toi cling ghé mat nhin lwdt qua.

“Sao trong sa mac ma c6 nhiéu hai san thé nhi?” bac géi kinh ngac
thot lén.

“Ho chd moi thi t6i bang may bay,” bac trai tra 19i.

“Du sao t6i cling chang muon an kangaroo hay thit trau dau.”

Mot ngudi phuc vu di tdi. T6i chang no6i gi nén cha me Aki goi ca
h6i Tasmania ngdm ddm va mon hau da, tién thé chon mot chai vang trang

https://thuviensach.vn



gia vura phai trong danh sach rugu. Chung toi khong noi gi trong luc cho
mén an. Bdc trai rét ca cho t6i mot ly rvgu vang. Pang udng rugu thi nguoi
phuc vu lic ndy dem do an t6i nén t6i nho anh ta mang cho chit nwéc
trang. Hong t6i kho dén khong sao chiu néi.

T6i udng m6t ngum nuwéce, roi dot nhién chang nghe dwgce bat i am
thanh nao xung quanh nita. Khong phdi giéng nhuw cam giac bi nwdc tran
vao tai. Ma la khéng nghe thay ban than am thanh. Tinh ldng tuyét doi.
Tiéng nguwdi néi chuyén, tiéng dao nia cham vao bd do an, téi khong nghe
duwgc gi hét. Cha me Aki dang néi chuyén nhung ciing chi nhw dang map
may moi ma thoi.

Thé nhung, t6i lai nghe dugc tiéng ai d6 dang nhai banh quy. Tiéng
dong ay nhu thé vang lén tir mot noi rat xa, lai nhw thé & sat bén tai. Crop,
crép, crop...

Ho6i do, toi khong nghi bénh tinh cia Aki nghiém trong lam. To6i
khong thé lién hé duoc gi gitta ching toi va cai chét. Chét la diéu gi do chi
xay ra vOi nguoi gia ma thoi. BPuong nhien, chung toi cling c6 luc khong
khoe: bi cim, bi thwong... Nhung, chét 1a chuyén hoan toan khac. Nguoi
song vai chuc nam, dan dan gia di r6i mdi dung dau véGi cai chét. Cai chét
nhw mot con duong trang x0a trai rong thang vé phia tredc réi mat hit vao
mot khodng khong sang 10a xa tit, khong ai biét di tiép sé la gi. Cé nguoi
néi chét la hv vo, nhung chwa nguwdi nao ting thue sy thady no ca. Chét,
chinh 1a nhw vay day.

“Uéc gi minh cling dugc di nhi!”

Sau chuyén tham quan t6t nghiép, t6i mang vé mot con bup bé gb
tha cong do thé dan Uc 1am dé ting Aki, em cdm on 16i rit roi 6m con bip
bé vao long, 1am bam,

“Tw bé dén giv, minh hau nhw chang 6m bao gid. Sao lai d6 bénh
duang luc nay co cha!”

“Roi sé dugc di ma,” t6i an ui Aki. “T'éi Cairns chi mat cé bay gio
bay, bang di tau toc hanh 1én Tokyo th6i ma.”

“U.” Aki van c6 vé budn budn, “Nhung minh vin muén di cling
moi nguoi.”
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To6i 14y vai moén an vat ra khoi tdi dung do caa tiém tap hoa, toan
thw Aki thich, put dinh va banh quy.

“An khong?”

“Cam on.”

Chiing t6i lang 1& &n piit dinh. An hét piit dinh, hai dita &n banh quy.
Ngtrng nhai lang nghe, c6 thé nghe thdy tiéng rang Aki can vao chiéc banh:
Crop, crop, crop, crop - ctt nhu thé em dang nhai chinh t6i vay.

“Tuan trang mat téi do dugce khong?” td6i wém hai.

Aki dang ng6i than tho, nghe thé lién hudng vé t6i vai vé do hai.

“Té¢i Uc hwdng tuan trang mat 1a duoc chi gi.”

“U,” em phu hoa mot tiéng, tdm tri dang & dau dau. Rdi em bdng
nhu swe tinh héi, “Véi ai?”

“Ai? Khong phai minh a?”

“V&i Saku-chan 4?” Em cuwdi hat ra thanh tiéng.

“Thé Aki c6 ai d6 khac a?”

“Khong,” em ngung cwoi. “Nhung nghe ky 1am.”

“Cai gi ky?”

“Thi di trang mat ay.”

“Ky chd nao? bi Uc? Hay la két hon?”

Aki nghi trong gidy lat r6i noi. “Két hon ay.”

“Két hon thi co6 gi ma ky?”

“Minh chiu.”

T6i ldy mot miéng banh trong hop. Lép s6 ¢o la phua bén trén da bat
dau nhiin ra. Troi mua hé van néng nhu thé.

“Ky that day.”

“Plng ma.”

“U, chuyén bon minh 13 vo chéng mdi cuéi ay.”

“Budn cwoi chét mat théi.”

“Cit nhr Madonna bao ¢6 ay van con la con gai ay.”

“Thé nghia la sao?”

“Minh chang biét.” Cudc néi chuyén dirng tai d6. Ching toi tiép tuc
nhai banh quy, nhu thé nhai thoi gian vay. Crop, crop, crép, crop...
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Moi chuyén nhu da xay ra tir rat, rat 1au roi.
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Mua hé dang dén gan, ngay moi lic mot dai hon. Chung t6i thich tha vi troi
mai chang toi, trén dudng tit tredng vé nha ct quanh quan cho nay cho kia,
cling di dwgc kha nhiéu cho. Khap noi thoang thodng mui 14 non twoi mat
rat dé chiu. Chung t6i thich di doc trén b dé tir dén tho noi hai dita van
hay hen ho, ngwoc 1én thwgng nguon song. Co moc xanh bai song, thinh
thodng c4 nhay vut 1én khéi mat nwdc, dén budi hoang hon, éch kéu 6p oap
khap noi. Thinh thodng khi & ché khéng ngwdoi, ching toi lién khé cham
moi mot cai - chi hon nhv vay thoéi. Toi thich nhitng cai hon trom that
nhanh lidc khéong ai dé y d6. Cam giac nhu thé t6i da gianh lay phan ngon
nhat cta trai ngot ma cudc doi ban tang.

Ngay hém do, tan hoc vé ching t6i cling di nguwgc 1én thuwgng nguon
roi quay trd lai. Hai dita ngo6i trén bac da cta ngbi dén, ban luan vé chuyén
di choi xa trong ky nghi dai thang Nam. Aki mu6n di s& thd, nhung thanh
pho ching toi lai khong c6 cai thit d6. S& thu gan nhat ¢ tan thanh pho
trung tam cua vung, noi do c6 ca san bay, ngoi tau dién cling phai hai tiéng,
ca di ca vé da mat bon tiéng roi. To6i thady di cho nao gan gan nhw bg bién
hodc leo ndi thi hon nhwng Aki nhat quyét chon s thd, em bao néu di sém
thi chang choi dwgc nam tiéng roi con gi. “Mang theo com hép nhé,” em
noi. “Minh sé lam cho ban luén. Nhu thé sé tiét kiém hon.”

“Cam on nhé. Vay thi chi con lo vu vé tau thdi.” “Co cach gi
khong?” Tién cong lam thém & thw vién t6i van con dé danh dwgc mat it.
Chi can b6t mua vai cai CD thi tién vé cling xoay xéa duwgc. “Nha Aki c6
van dé gi khong?” “Nha minh 4?” Aki nghiéng nghiéng dau t6 vé khong
hiéu. “Aki dinh n6i gi véi cha me?” “Thi noéi 1a di s& thu v6i Saku. Néi that
chang phai la duwogc r6i sao?” Qua la vay, nhung té ra minh bach rd rang nhw
thé, cam gidc c nhw la hoc sinh tiéu hoc di tham quan vay. “Aki biét
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khong? Tw ‘minh bach’ ay, trong ¢6 van c6é nghia la bong nhién hay tam
thoi day.”

Em ngac nhién nheo mat lai, “Saku nghi gi thé?” “Khéng, cé gi dau.
Chi dang nghi khong biét cha me Aki nghi gi vé minh tho6i.” “Thé nghia la
sao?” “Thi khéng biét c6 coi minh la con ré twong lai khong.” “Khong dén
noi nghi t6i tan d6 dau.” “Sao lai thé?” “Sao a? Bon minh m&i mwoi sau
tudi ma.” “Lam tron thém boén nita 1a hai mwoi r6i.” “Tinh todn kiéu gi
vay?” Toi ngdy nguwoi ngam doi chan nhé nhan cia em 10 ra duwéi vay.
Trong anh chiéu ta, doi tat trang trong dac biét noi bat. “Du sao minh ciing
muon két hon véi Aki som sém chit.” “Minh ciling thé.” Em nhe giong dap.
“Muén mai mii & bén nhau.” “U.” “Néu ca hai déu mudn thé, vay tai sao
lai khong duwgc nhi?” “D6i giong nhanh qua ddy.” Toi phdt 10 16i danh gia
clia em va noi tiép. “Bai vi sao? Bdi vi tién dé caa viéc do 1a sy tw nguyén
ctia hai bén nam nit c6 thé ty 1ap trong xa hdi. Ma nhu thé, nhitng ngudi vi
bénh tat khong thé tu 1ap dugce thi khong thé két hon dwgc roi.”

“Pay, lai nita r6i,” Aki thé dai n6i. “Thé Aki co6 biét tw 1ap trong xa
héi nghia la sao khong?” Em nghi mét lic r6i noi, “Thi lam viéc kiém tién
bang chinh sitc minh ch gi?” “Vay kiém tién la gi?” “Khong biét.” “Kiém
tién nghia la thyc hién vai tréo ctia minh trong xa hoi tuy theo nang luc ca
nhan, thu lao ctia viéc do chinh la tién. Vay mot ngwoi c6 nang luc yéu,
phat huy nang lwc dé va yéu mot nguoi, kiém tién bang cach dé co gi la
khong tot ch??” “Nhung néu viéc do khong giip ich duwgc cho moi nguoi
thi dwong nhién la khong dwoc tra tién roi.” “Minh khong nghi rang chuyén
c0 ich cho moi ngudi quan trong hon yéu mot nguoi.”

“Chang 1é minh dinh sé ca doi lam vg mot ngwdi luon tinh bo néi
nhitng diéu quai g& nhv ding r6i thé nay sao?”

“Bat ké bé ngoai c6 ndi hay noi dep thé nao chang nita, thure ra hau
hét moi ngwoi déu chi nghi cho moi ban than minh théi, phai khong?” to6i
tiép tuc. “Chi can minh dwgc an ngon, mua dwgc nhitng th minh muodn,
vay la dugc réi. Nhung khi yéu mot ai do, ngwoi ta sé coi trong ngudi yéu
hon ca chinh ban than. Néu chi con mét chit do an, minh sé chia hét phan
ctia minh cho Aki. Néu khong du tién, minh sé khong mua gi cho ban than
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ma danh tién mua thit Aki thich. Chi can Aki thdy ngon thi bung minh ciing
no ro6i, chi can Aki vui la minh cling vui r6i. Pay chinh la yéu mot nguwoi.
Aki nghi con diéu gi quy hon nita sao? Minh nghi khong ra. Kham pha ra
ban than c6 kha nang yéu thwong, theo minh con quan trong hon ca bat c
kham pha dugc gidi Nobel nao ay chi. Néu khong hiéu hay khong mudn
hiéu diéu do, vay thi tot nhat la ¢t tiéu vong, tot nhat la dung phai hanh tinh
nao do roi bién mat cho sém di.”

“Saku-chan a,” Aki goi tén t6i, nhw muon khuyén can.

“Nhitng ké chi vi dung dau 6c gioi hon ngudi khac mot chiat ma da
nghi minh hon ngudi, chang qua chi 1a 1ii ngé ngan ma thoi, that chi mudn
néi véi ho mot cau, gioi thi di hoc ca doi di. Kiém tién cling th€, nhitng ké
biét kiém tién cd doi nay ct di ma kiém tién di. Dung tién kiém dwoc ay
nuodi ching ta la dwoc ro6i.”

“Saku a.” Aki goi tén t6i lan nita, cudi cung t6i danh ngdm miéng.
Guong madt Aki, vGi nu cuoi bén 1én, ¢ ngay tredc mdt toi. Em hoi nghiéng
dau néi, “C6 mudn hén khéng nao?”

Sk sk sk sk

S& thu dy cling nhu bao s@ thi khac. BPam su tit nam won déu dén,
lgn dat thi lan trong bun, con thd an kién ci¥ miét mai an kién. Lii voi vira di
long vong quanh chuong vira thai ra nhitng dong phan khong 16; bon ha ma
ngam minh trong nwdc ngap dai biéng nhac; hwou cao c6 vuon cai co dai
len an la cay trén cao, diéu bo nhu dang nhin ngé dam nguoi bén dudi. Vira
trong thdy cac con vat, Aki lién quén hét thady moi thit trén doi, nguoi dong
may ciing chen vao bing dwoc. Thay lii viron cdo, em tiu tit reo 1én, “Oi,
vay dudi khéo chwa kia,” roi lai goi tréu con than lan xanh 1ét, “Té6i day, tGi
day di nao.” Néi ra thi, phi tién xem hwou cao c6 véi khi co6 gi hay ho dau?
Sé& thu cai gi chit, hoi chét khiép di dugc. Toi cling quan tam téi cac van de
bao veé ty nhién va moi truong, nhuwng hoan toan khong phai nguwoi theo chu
nghia ty nhién hay nha sinh théai hoc. T6i chi muén séng hanh phic véi
AKki, vi vay toi mong muén mau xanh va tang 6 zon dugc bao ton gin gitt,
chi thé ma thoi. Vé nguyén tac, t6i cling tan thanh bao vé dong vat, c6 diéu
toi thwong xot 1t dong vat dang thuwong thi it ma tirc gian tredc sy tan bao
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va kiéu cang ctia nhitng ké da sat hai va hanh ha chiing thi nhiéu. Aki c6 vé
nhu hiéu lam diéu do, nghi rang t6i thich dong vat va c6 tinh thwong bao la
vOi ching, vay nén mdi noi, “Saku-chan nay, ky nghi t6i di s& thu di! S&
tha ay!”
lam. Nhw thé, cho t6i hon, cho t6i cham tay vao ngyc... con thich hon

Nghi t6i thich ngam dam chon hoi va mdy con tran 1a hét stic sai

nhiéu... nghi thi nghi vay, nhung t6i khong ddm noi ra, gan nho ma.

Ching t6i an trwa gan chuong tinh tinh. Con tinh tinh dang ngo6i
trong mot goc gai nach son sot. Thinh thodng né lai dui miii vao nglri ngtri.
Nhin thé nao thi cling chi c6 thé cho rang vi né dang bat man v6i mui hoi
co thé minh. Vi hanh déng do c lap di lap lai mai, to6i nghi chac than kinh
con nay c6 van deé roi.

“Nguoi phu nit ma 6ng ban yéu dy, ban van con giit tro c6t cua ba
ay chi#?” sau khi hai dita an xong, dang uong tra 6 long, Aki hoi t6i.

“Co6, minh van gitt. Di chic cia 6ng noi ma.”

“Phai r6i.” Em mim cuoi.

“Sao lai héi thé?”

Em thoang trim ngam, “Ong ban cudi ngudi khac chit khong phai
ba dy ding khong?”

“U. Hon thé nita con 1a nguyén nhan gian tiép dé minh c6 thé sinh
ra trén doi.”

“Ho la cap vg chong thé nao nhi?”

“Ong va ba minh ha?”

Em gat dau. “Ba minh mat s6m, nén minh khong ro lam, nhung
chac la mot déi vg chong binh thuwong thoi. Quan hé chac cling khong dén
noi nao. Du sao cling c6 mot 6ng con theo chi nghia lac quan thé co ma.”

“Chu nghia lac quan?”

“Cha minh ay. Cha me khong hoa thuan thi thwong dita con sé hoi
ng6 ngao hay than kinh c6 gi gi dé, phai khong?”

Aki khong tré 10i.

“Thé nao thi hanh phiic hon nhi?”

“Thé nao gi ca?”
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“La so6ng vGi ngwoi minh yéu hay song véi nguwdi khac ma ldc nao
cling nh@ nhung ngudi minh yéu?”

“Chac la song cung nguwdi minh yéu thi hon ro6i.”

“Nhung khi song chung vdéi nhau, ta sé thdy cd nhitng mat minh
khong thé nao thich ndi ctia nguwdi kia? Lai con cdi nhau chi vi nhitng
chuyén qua v nhé nhat. Ngay thang dan qua, du cho ban dau c6 thich nguoi
kia thé nao chang nita, chirng hai mwoi hay ba mwoi nam sau la chang con
tinh cdm gi nita c4,” em néi chac nhw dinh déng cat.

“Hoi bi quan thi phai!”

“Saku khong nghi vay a?”

“Minh nghi lac quan hon. Néu gio ta rat rat yéu mot ai ddy, muoi
nam sau sé lai cang yéu hon, yéu luén ca nhitng diém ban dau minh khéng
thich ¢ nguwoi do nita, tram nam sau thi tham chi con yéu ca tirng sgi toc
trén dau nguwoi do nita ay chi.”

“MGt tram nam nita?” Aki cudi, “Saku-chan dinh song lau thé co
a?”

“Chuyén nhitng nguwoi yéu nhau ¢ bén nhau mot thoi gian dai dam
ra chan toan la bia thoi. Con khong phai a, bon minh ¢ bén nhau hai nam
r0i, c6 chan nhau ti nao dau.”

“U, nhung chiing minh c6 séng chung dau.”

“Song chung thi c6 gi khong hay a?”

“Thi sé thay hét nhitng mat dang ghét ctia nhau.”

“Vi du xem nao?”

“Minh khong noi dau.”

“Pung la c6 mdt dang ghét that a?”

“C0, c6 ma.” Em cdi gam mat néi, “Chac chan Saku-chan sé ghét
minh cho ma xem.”

Khong 1o vi sao toi c6 cam giac bi cy tuyét.

“Trong than thoai c6 xwa, hinh nhw c6 mot truyén thuyét vé hai
nguwoi yéu nhau nhiéu dén mitc di chuyén dugce ca luc dia thi phai,” t6i dan
cam xuc kia lai, néi “Mot doi nam nita yéu nhau tha thiét, nhung vi hoan
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canh ma phai chia lia, cha va cac anh em trai ctia c6 gai da ngan can ho dén
vGi nhau hay sao do.”

“Theé roi sao?”

“Moi nguoi & mot phwong troi. Chang trai bi day t¢i mot hon dao,
di thuyén nhé thi khong sao t6i duwgce. Nhung tinh cdm nhd nhung cta hai
nguoi vo cung manh liét. Két qua la hon ddo cach bd ca may cdy so kia dan
dan dich chuyén cho t&i khi nhap vao bo. Chinh tinh yéu cta hai nguoi da
kéo hon ddo lai.”

T6i len 1én quan sat Aki, em cti dau nhw dang suy tw gi dé.

“Duwong nhw ngudi xwa cho rang sitc manh ctia néi nhé mot ngudi
la vO cung quyén nang,” toi noi tiép, “kéo duwgc ca mot hon dao lai gan co
ma. Ma c6 khi ho con nhin thdy hodc cdm nhan dwgc sitc manh d6 bén
trong minh nita 4y. Nhung roi, dén mat lic nao dé, loai ngudoi khong con s
dung sic manh bén trong cua minh nira.”

“Tai sao thé?”

“Vi néu thuong xuyén st dung thi khong phdi chuyén dua dau. Néu
cac hon dao va luc dia kia chi vi cac doi nam nit* yéu nhau nhé nhau ma lic
thi dich lai gan, khi bi kéo ra xa, vay thi dia hinh chac sé bién d6i dén hoa
mat chéng mat mat, roi ca Vién Dia ly Quoc gia cling khé lam viéc nita.
Cudc chién gianh nguwoi trong long cling sé trd nén quyét liét hon, du sao
cling la nhitng ké cé thé dich chuyén cd mot hon ddo danh nhau co ma.
Nguoi trong cudc e khé ma chiu n6i.”

“Pung thé that.” Aki gat dau nhw phuc t6i lam.

“Vay nén chuyén tiéu hao nang lwgng ma lai khong sdn xuat ra cai
gi d6 danh dirng lai & mitc vira phai, dé don tinh than sitc lwc cho viéc san
ban hai lvgm.”

“Saku-chan néi chuyén ct nhw thay day gido duc cong dan ay,” Aki
cuoi khuc khich.

“Minh &?”

Aki gid giong khan khan. “Hirose, yéu dwong ciling tot, nhung
khong duwgc bé tré viéc hoc bai. Bai kiém tra toan khong duwgc toan dau X
dé dau day.”
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“Vay la sao?”

“Pdc biéet la chuyén yéu duong v@i cau Matsumoto dé phai ching
muc thoi. Cau nhéc do cé thé huy hoai ca twong lai ciia em ddy. Céi cau
nay hé nghi cai gi la toan di vao ngd cut, tham chi chang nghi nggi gi da
muon kéo cac dao lai vdi nhau r6i.” Noi t6i day, Aki tr¢ lai giong binh
thwong, “Sap thi r6i day.”

“U, mai 1 lai quay vé véi déng sach.”

Aki 4o ndo gat dau.

“Truwdc luc ay, ta hay ct song trong tinh yéu di da,” toi noi.

Trén duong tir nha ga t6i s@ thi, ching téi di qua mot con pho hep
dé tranh dong nguoi. Luc do, tdi thoat nhin da phat hién ngay ra mot khach
san ndm im lim. Khéch san loai gi thi cling khong khé dé doan ral®l. Mic
du chi v6 tinh di qua, nhwng t6i van liéc mat nhin r6 cai bién dén mau xanh
ghi “con phong tréng” va “gia tién”, ghi nhd trong dau, dong thoi nham
tinh xem trir tién vé tau vé nha, trong tdi minh con bao nhiéu.

Lic vé ching t6i cling di dwong d6. Van con mot lic nita troi méi
t0i, dén xanh “con phong trong” van sang. Cang lai gan khach san, khong
khi tram mac khién nguwoi ta titc thd cang ap téi, buwdc chan hai dita khong
hen ma cung tré nén nang né hon. Téi trwdc civa khach san thi gan nhw
dirng han lai.

“Aki c6 thdy khé chiu khi vao mét noi thé nay khong?” t6i nhin
cham cham vé phia truéc, héi.

“Con Saku-chan?” em cui dau héi ngugc lai.

“Minh thé nao cting dugc.”

“Khong thay la qua sém sao?”

Im lang.

“Hay c thtt cai da? Vao d6 xem sao, néu thay khong 6n thi bo ra
lu6n?”

“Co da tién khong?”

“Co.”
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Day canh ctra kin bung nhue ¢ khach san hang sang, hai dira dé dat
bwdc vao trong. Hoi hop dén do twéng nhu sap non ca hop com an budi
triva ra dén noi. Nhung trong dau t6i da kip hién 1én hinh anh con tinh tinh
dang ngtti nach, roi cling kiém ché dwgc cam giac buon nén. Khong nhuw toi
twong twong, dai sanh trong sang sua va sach sé. Tinh lang nhv to, khong
thdy bong nhan vién phuc vu nao ca.

“Yén ang qua.”

Ngay chinh dién dai sanh c6 mot cai mdy trong nhw may doi tién xu
& cac trung tam gidi tri. Theo nhu t6i biét, chi can cho tién vao, r6i nhan nut
chon phong minh mudn, chia khoa sé roi xuéng. Bang cach nay, cé thé yén
tam “lam chuyén mo am” ma khong ngai ai trach cw. Toi cho tay vao tui
quan dinh rit vi ra thi Aki thap giong noi,

“Minh khong thich, khong thich noi nay.”

T6i rut ban tay dang it vi lai va vd nhe mdy céi vao tui sau.

“U... phai d6.”

“Pi thoi.”

Chung t6i di doc theo con phd hep ban dau ra nha ga. Mot lic lau,
hai dita déu chang néi 10i nao, hoang hén da buéng xudng.

“Pung la hoi ghé ghé sao do,” t6i noi khi trong thay nha ga hién 1én
trong tdm mat.

Aki khong dap. Em chi n6i, “Nam tay nhau di.”
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Dé lam bai tap phat biéu cam tuwéng vé sach doc trong ky nghi he, t6i doc
cubn Gio khoi hanh khong bao gio dén ctia Toshio Shimao. Chién tranh
Théi Binh Duwong gan két thic, nhan vat chinh, déi treéng don vi cam tw
Kamikaze, nhan dugc 1énh tan cong t Bo tw 1énh. Anh biét gio chét cua
minh da diém, cung vdi dong doi cho 1énh xuat kich. Nhwng doi mai ma
ménh 1énh khéng duwgce ban ra. Trong trang thai tréi noi gitta s séng va cai
chét, nhan vat chinh nhan ra rang nwéc Nhat da dau hang vo diéu kién.

Sau ky nghi hé, méi quan hé hai dita khong tién trién dwgc may.
Puwong nhién ngay nao hai dita cting gap nhau, nhung thinh thodng 1am ma&i
c6 co hdi hon nhau mot céi, cang khong can noéi tdi “quan hé thé xac” lam
gi. ROt cudc phai lam sao thi méi dén mic chi tién khong lui d6 dugc nhi?
T6i chan nan 1am bam, “Khoéng bao gio' dén ha?” Trong tiéu thuyét c6 mot
cau cua nhan vat chinh nhw thé nay: “Sau khi mat co hoi xuat kich, ganh
nang cta cudc song thwong nhat lai cang tré nén kho cé thé chiu dung.” Bé
chinh la tam trang t6i lic nay. Toi khong ngirng nghi vé chuyén di s& thu
trong thang Nam dé. Chan da buwdc vao khach san r6i lai dé dang buwéc ra,
gio nghi lai thdy diung la da dé mat co hdi ngan vang. Cam tuwdng duwong
nhw do6 chinh la can nguyén minh bi huy diét. Trong thoi dai con nguwdi van
chwa phdi la dong vat 1y tinh, nhitng con dyc thiéu ban linh nhw t6i hién
nhién sé chét ma chang c6 con chau gi.

Ct chan nan khong vui nhw thé r6i ky nghi hé cling qua di m6t nira
lic nao khong hay. Ci¢ hai ngay t6i lai t6i bé baoi ctia trudng mot lan vao
budi chiéu. Ciing c6 may dita to6i quen hay tGi d6. Bon t6i boi thi trén
duong boi dai nam muoi mét, ké thua cudc phai dai ca hoi an hamburger &
ctra hang McDonald trén dwong ve. Mot hom, tdi gip Oki & bé boi. O
treong cau ta hoc chuwong trinh khac, binh thuong khong c6 co hoi néi
chuyén véi nhau may. Hinh nhw Oki van tap nhu dao tir hoi cap hai, gio thé
hinh tréng da vam v& nhu Arnold Schwarzenegger roi.
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Boi vdi nhau mot lidc, t6i va Oki ng6i phoi nang trén thanh bé. Gan
d6é c6 mot cay nhan 16n. To6i nga lwng xudng ré cay quan sat doi kién thg
cham chi mang thi¢c an vé t6.

“Khong baoi nita ha?” Oki hoi toi.

“Sao 111 kién lai c6 thé séng vui vé thé nhi?”

“Khong boi chtr gi, t¢ boi mot minh vay.”

“Niém vui cuaa kién la gi nhi?”

“U thi, chic 1a &n sdu bo va méy con bo nhé.”

Thay cdu ta trd 10i thanh that nhw vay, t6i khong sao nén noi cudi
pha lén.

“Cuoi céi gi?” Oki c6 vé khong duwgc vui lam.

“Nhu dao co6 hay khong?”

“0), cfing tam.” T6i nghi Oki s& di*ng 1én va bé di, khong ngd cau ta
thoang ngdp ngung gidy lat, roi néi, “Nay, cau dang cdp vdi Hirose ding
khong?”

«“0y.»

“Trong doi nhu dao cé mot tay 16p trén cling dang theo dudi ban ay
ddy, can than do.”

“Tén la gi?”

“Tachinaba.”

“Thang chét tiét.”

Giong Oki ntta hw ntra thye, “Cau sé bi han giét thi c6! Trong dai
h6i thé thao mua hé nam ngoai, ba bon thang tredng trung hoc Thuy San
gdy su v6i han & rap chiéu phim, bi danh cho ban song ban chét day.”

“So that,” toi thot 1én.

Anh mit troi tir khong trung chdy xudng 1am miit nwdc bé boi sang
1ap 16a. Dwé6i day bé son mau xanh dwong, nhitng vong anh sang trong sudt
khi khép lai, lic mé toang. Hang gach men mau den danh dau khoang cach
uén éo trong lan nuwdc. Trong lic ngan ngudi, téi khong nghe thay bat ci
am thanh nao xung quanh nita, chi thdy nuwéc trong bé dap dénh gon song.

“Nay, cau v6i ban ay tién trién tGi dau ro6i?” Oki hoi.

“TGi dau ha?”
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“Nghi la... da lam chwa?”

“Cau lac bo nhu dao that chang ra lam sao,” t6i nham mat lai noi.

“T'¢ nghi cho cau co ma.” Gigng Oki c6 vé that vong.

“Cau muodn gi?”

“Chura thi mau lam di.” Trong dau cau ta hinh nhw chi ¢c6 moi y nghi
do6. Noi that, toi cling chi nghi moi chuyén do thoi.

“Lam thé, t& nghi 1a Tachinaba sé khong dung dén ban 4y nita.”

That ngd ngan! Cai gi ma dung tdi vGi chang khong dung dén, cai
loai chang ra gi cit su6t ngay khoe khoang “ban gai cta tao” hay “c6 ay cua
tao” that khién nguoi ta phat n. Néu thang khd Tachinaba dé ciling thich
AKki thi c dén néi thang vdi Aki la xong. Toi vai Aki “lam r6i” thi rut tay
lai, logic kiéu quai quy gi vay? Aki chang thudc vé ai cd, em chi thudc vé
chinh ban than em ma thoi.

“Pau 6c bon tap nhu dao cling don gian that,” t6i ndi.

“Cau lam t& cau roi day.” Oki noi, cé6 vé nhw cau ta sap buc dién
len.

“Pung cau ch.”

Cau ta thd dai mot tiéng, “Nay, néu cau mudn, té sé sap xép cho.”

“Sap xép?”

“Thi cho hen ho nay, diéu kién nay. Dam bdo tram phan tram c6 thé
tang cuong tinh cam.”

T6i ngac nhién nheo mat lai n6i, “Cau lac bo nhu dao ciling dan
khach a?”

“Y 1a sao ht?”

“Cau cling nhiét tinh qua nhi?”

“Hoi t6 bi gdy chan, cau va Hirose dén tan bénh vién tham t& con
gi.” Oki ndi v6i giong thanh khan, “Hom d6 vui lam.”

“Chuyén lau lam ro6i.”

L&i n6i cua Oki cling it nhiéu lam t6i rung dong. T6i nhé lai chuyén
leo nui Shiroyama v@i Aki hom dé. T6i bong thdy than thiét véi cau ta.

“Co6 muon nghe khong nao?” cau ta lai hoi.

“Thi c6 day.”
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“O day khong dugc,” cau ta ngé quanh ngé quat. “Quan McDonald
dugc khong?”

“McDonald?”

“T6 hoi déi ma.”

“T¢ thi khong.”

“Nhung té doi.” Oki dac biét nhan giong vao chit “t6”.

Ngay lap tic t6i ra khoi tdm trang boi hoi thanh khan dé. “Thaoi dai
dang budn, tinh ban bi déi chac bang tién bac - ai n6i dy nhi?”

“Chwa nghe bao gio.” No6i doan, cau ta ding lén, “Mot suat
hamburger ¢ dai va ga chién c& 16n, thé la xong.”
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Nha Oki s6ng trong mot lang ven bién, cha me cau ta lam nghé nudi cdy
ngoc trai. H6i hoc cdp hai, ngay nao Oki cling dap xe nam cdy so di hoc,
dén gio thi phan nan tap nhu dao cuwc qua nén doi sang di xe buyt. Toi tirng
dén nha Oki vai lan véi may ngwoi ban. Bién & ngay truedc nha, trén mat
nwdc noi dap dénh mot cai bé nubi ngoc trai to khodng bang mot cai san
tennis. Chuing t6i dugc phép boi & do. Pau kia ctia chiéc be cach bo bién
dén hon nam muwoi mét, hoan toan khong thé thiy day bién. Chiing t6i chay
lay da trén mdt be, r6i nhdy um xudng nwdc, hét lwot nay t6i lwgt khac. Bat
ké c6 nhdy bao nhiéu lan, bat ké 1a 1an sau thé nao, cling déu cam thay bién
rong v6 cung, sau dén dang sg. Doi bung, ca 1t kéo nhau tGi civta hang hgp
tdc xa ngu nghiép mua banh mi va sita, dem vé bé ngdi dn. An xong lai boi.
Dudi bé cé rat nhiéu ca nhé boi 16i. Ching t6i thwong g& nhitng con trai
dinh trén thanh be, dung da dap vo vé va lay thit trai ra lam moi cau. Két
qua la 1{i ca néc va ca vuge khong sg chét can cau lién tiép va trd thanh bira
t0i cia ching toi.

Nhitng gia dinh lam nghé nudi cdy ngoc trai nay, nha nao cling déu
c6 vai cdi thuyén 16n nhé. Thwong la bon nam cai gi do, trong so dy luén cé
mot cai dung dé di choi. Oki bdo, ngudi nudi cdy ngoc trai ban nhat la Idc
phai cady nhan vao bén trong con trai, khoadng tir thang Tw dén thang Sau,
xogn roi thi twong doi nhan. Vi thé, con thuyén ngoai kia c6 thé thodi mai
stt dung vai gio ma chang ngai ngan gi, thdm chi ngwdi trong nha con
khong buon dé y xem c6 thiéu mat mét chiéc thuyén hay khong.

Trong cai vinh cach nha Oki khodng mot cay s6 c6 mét hon dédo nho
tén la Yumejima. Muwoi nam tredc, mot cong ty tau thuy dia phwong t6i dao
dau tw, 1én ké hoach xay dwng mot khu nghi mat téng hop bao gom bai tam,
khu vui choi va khach san. Khong ngd, ngan hang cho cong ty kia vay tién
gap phai khé khan, giita chitng rit von. Khong duwgc ngan hang ho trg,
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cong ty tau thuy kia danh dong bang du an do lai mot thoi gian. Khong lau
sau, chinh cong ty cling pha sdn va dy an cit mac ket mai.

“Ho xady gan nhuw xong hét moi thi roi,” Oki néi, miéng nhom
nhoam day khoai tay chién. “Tt nha té tréng thay dwoc vong du quay va
tau lwgn siéu toc day.”

“Sao cong ty khac khong tiép quan dy an do6 nhi!” Toi vira uéng ca
phé vira doan xem khi nao thi Oki méi di vao van dé chinh. “Dé gi ma lam
dwgc dén mire dy dau.”

“Néu md ctira kinh doanh, méi nam chac phai 16 hang triéu Yén ay.”
Oki néi c nhw that.

To6i bat dau nghi vé cac cong trinh dé mac cho gi6 tap mwa vui trén
ddo. Hoi hoc tiéu hoc, nam nao ciing c6 cudc thi vé tranh vé Yumejima.
Tap trung mat 1i tré con lai vé ra hinh anh twéng twgng cua ching vé hon
ddo, mot hdi dong gom thi tredng va ban gidm doc cong ty tau thly sé
quyét dinh chon ra giai vang va giai bac, phat cho ngudi dugc giai cac phan
thwdng kiéu nhu xe dap hay may tinh. Bon ching t6i da vé cac bitc tranh vé
mot hon dao do thi trong twong lai gui t6i du thi.

“Co diéu la, van co6 cach dé st dung chung day,” Oki vira can miéng
Big Mac to dung vira néi. “Pac biét 1a may cai khach san.”

T6i khong kim dwoc vénh tai 1én lang nghe. Oki gat dau day an y.

“Dao gan day, khach san trén dao thanh t6 yéu duwong cua dam
thanh nién c6 thuyén trong vung. Tic la, téi th Sau, th Bay 1én lut 1én
dao, lam chuyén ay trén giwvong khach san véi cac c6 gai.”

“Chac khong day?” t6i bat dau hirng thu.

“Co lan t@ di cau ca vdi bon trong doi nhu dao, vao khach san xem
thtr, két qua phong nao ciing day bao cao su dung roi.”

“Um,” t6i &m U, nhap chiit ca phé da ngudi.

“Vay nén cau co thé dura Hirose téi ddo va lam mot phat.”

“Trong cai phong day bao cao su dung r6i?”

“Hung phéan chwa?”

Van dé 1a, ca khach san trong vira sach sé vira sang trong ma Aki
con khong chap nhan, liéu em c6 thdy mot hon dao héo lanh hap dan
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khong? Pwa em tGi do, tir ch6i 1a mot chuyén, cé khi con ngat xiu khéng
chtrng. Chang 1€ nhan lic Aki ngat ma “lam mot phat”?

“Tuy tién lén dao cling dugc a? Lai con vao trong khach san nita?”

“Pai thé la tai san tw day, nhung khong ai quan ly ca.”

“Gap phdi dam thanh nién trong lang & khach san thi phién lam.”

“Yén tam. Pa phan ho chi t6i d6 vao cudi tuan thoi. Cau di thi Ba
th Tw ay.”

“Cau dua bon t6 t6i do chi?”

“Pugc théi. Chi can tra tién xang la xong.”

“Tw gio goi cau la Ryunosuke 1ai do cho r6i.”

“Thoa thuan xong, cau hao sac a.”

“Nay nay, td c6 hdo sac dau.” Vira ndi, trong dau toi bat dau nghi ra
c6 dé dan Aki lén dao.
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Toi ra khoi nha Idc sau gio sang va gap Aki @ tram xe buyt. Toi ndi vGi cha
me la di cam trai & mot cho rat hay gan nha ban, & ngay gan bién, c6 thé
boi va cau ca. Toi con ghi s6 dién thoai nha Oki 1én manh gidy dwa cho cha
me, bdo co thé goi téi do tim toi khi can thiét. Chi can khai ré la minh di
dau, cha me sé chang bao gio héi han dén cac chi tiét. Hon nita tinh ra thi
toi cling c6 noi doi dau.
“Ban gai OKki la ai thé?” Aki hoi khi chiing t6i trén xe buyt.
“Chiu. Co 1€ la ban hoc cung chwong trinh & truong.”
“Sao ban ay lai kéo ca bon minh theo nhi?”
“Ho6i cap hai, ching minh chang da tGi bénh vién tham cau ta con
“Cai dot ban dy bi gy chan ay a?”
“U. Cau ay bao hbi ay vui 1dm.”
“Trong tinh nghia gém nhi?”
Nhung, khi xe buyt t&i bén, ban gai ctia Oki trong tinh nghia lai dot
nhién cé viéc, khong thé cam trai cung chung toi.
“Tiéc qua nhi,” t6i noi, té ra rat that vong.
“U, tiéc that,” Oki noi.
“Heét cach, ba da di vay.”
“U, ciing dugc.”
Chung t6i xép do 1én chiéc thuyén nho neo canh bé nudi cay ngoc
trai.
“Ban khong mang theo gi a, Oki?” Aki hoi.
T6i Itr mat lvom OKki.
“Ha? A...t6...”
“Minh da chuan bi hét cho cau ay roi,” t6i voi 1én tiéng noi do. “Du
sao minh cling muwgn thuyén nguwdi ta ma.”
“U, w. T6 lo vu thuyén bé ma.”
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Xép do xong xudi, ba dita lan lwgt 1én thuyén. D6 1a mot cai thuyén
bang sgi thuy tinh da ché cho bon nam ngwoi ngoi, dudi thuyén cé6 mot
chiéc mo6 to gan ngoai cii ky.

“Pi nao!” Oki oai phong nai.

“Nao, nao, thuyén trwedng.” tdi néi.

Aki ngoi gitta thuyén, c6 vé khéng duwgc thodi mai cho lam. Troi
méi tdng sang, swong sém trang nhd phu khap mat vinh. Trong man swong,
c6 thé nhin thdy cac be nudi trong thiy san va phao ndi bang nhya. Ngang
dau nhin 1én, nang ban mai mua ha thdm qua man swong chdy xuéng, anh
nang lam bot nwéc bi miii thuyén ré song danh tat sang hai bén tré nén lung
linh rye rd. Thuyén di vao vinh, swong mu tan dan. Mot con diéu hau déao
mot vong cung 16n trén dau ching t6i. Thi thodng lai c6 nhitng tau danh ca
tré vé di lwét qua bén canh, lan nao Aki cling vay tay vGi ngudi trén
thuyén. Nhitng nguw dan ciling vay chao lai em. Oki dang diéu khién mo6 to &
cudi thuyén, nheo nheo mat lai nhw bi chéi nhin Aki cham ch.

Cang dén gan hon déo, vong du quay nhanh chéng tré nén to 16n.
Phia treéc khu vui choi 1a bai tam, cé ca phong thay do va nha tam dé xoi
nuwdc ngot. Gio nhitng thit &y néu khong cii nat rach rwdi thi cling gi sét 16m
dom, héng dan héng mon trong nwdc mwa va gié bién, chang con chira
duwgc niva roi. Mat troi da 1én cao, mau do trén tru do da tréc son ctia vong
du quay sang ruc lén.

Bén tau nam bén trai khu vui choi, mot khach san mau trang xay
bang xi mang cot thép nam trén ngon doi nho phia sau. Cau tau ciling dé 1én
vi gi sét. Khong c6 dé chan séng hay nhitng khoi bé téng gidm bét luwc
song. Pdo nay nam trong vung bién noi dia, nén trv khi c6 bdo hay séng
than, mat bién thong thwong kha phang lang. Oki gidam ga mé to, cho
thuyén cham cham cap vao cau tau. Nhin qua man thuyén, chi thady hang
dan ca nho xanh xanh vang vang dang tung tang boi 10i trong lan nuwdc
trong vat, dam anh mat troi. Xa hon chut nita, may con sita bién mau trang
dang lap lo troi.

Oki viron nguoi ra bam 14y cot tru, toi lau chau nhay lén trudc, sau
dé lay sgi day Oki vira quang cho cot chat vao mau try, roi kéo Aki Ién.
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Oki g& do dac ra, la ngudi cudi cung 1én ba. T6i ra Aki ra cho bai tam.

“Thé OKki thi sao?”

“T@, a...” Cau ta liéc mat nhin toi.

“Thich di cau ca a?” toi lap tuc tra 10i thay.

“U, di cau ca.”

“Cau ay thich mt minh gam nham noi c6 don kia.”

Bii tim ndm & phia Nam hon ddo. Anh ning do a0 chay xudng.
Xung quanh khong thidy c6 bong ram. Khéng xa noi nhitng con song v khi
tran vao bo, nhitng bong lan bién moc day trén cat. Choc chdc lai nghe
tiéng chim vong tir phia d6i, ngoai ra chi c6 tiéng séng vo ri rao 1én b cat.

Phong thay do da bi pha hoai nghiém trong, khong dung duwoc nita,
khung sdt gi hoen dé bam lai, van g6 lam san thi ch6 nao cling muc nat.
Ghé nhat l1a trong d6 hang dan doi bién nhung nhic khap noi. Hét cach, hai
dia danh lan lwgt thay do trong nha tam.

Chtng t6i boi cham cham ra phia vinh. Aki boi rat gioi. Mat noi
trén lan nwdc, dong tac nhe hang thoai mai. Toi deo kinh boi quan sat bén
dwdi, chi thay i ca rgc r& da mau dang cham chdm boi qua boi lai. Sao
bién v@i cau gai cling rat nhiéu. Ra dén ché minh phai kiéng chan 1én méi
ding dugc, téi thao kinh boi dwa cho Aki. Em hoi thap, ma nuwéc lai sau,
vay nén luc deo kinh toi phai do nguoi em trong nwdc. Nguwc em G ngay
tredc tam mat. Lan da trang w6t nudc bién cua Aki 1ap lanh trong nang.

Hai dwra boi ra xa hon. Chan da khong sao cham tGi day dugc niva.
Aki deo kinh boi quan sat canh vat dwdi lan nwéc, sau do vira boi ditng vira
thao kinh ra dwva cho toi.

“Ghé 1am!” em néi.

Toi deo kinh r6i hup xudng xem thtt. DuGi chan, day bién doc
xuong thanh hinh nén ngwgc. Nhitng swon déc gan nhw dung ding cang
xuong sau cang mo ho md do, cudi cung hoan toan bi khodng t6i den nuot
chtrng, canh twgng qua khién ngwoi ta phai rung minh.

Toi “r h” mot tiéng.

Aki mim cwoi. Toi thi hon vao déi moi ay nhung khong thanh. Ca
hai dita déu nu6t phai cd dong nwdc bién, sac sua choi 1én mat nuwéc, vira ge
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vira phé 1én cuwdi. Aki nam tay t6i ndm ngtra trén mat nwdc. Toi cling bat
chwéc em. Nham mat tha 16ng ngwdi noi trén mat nwdc, mi mat ci do do.
Séng nhe nhe vo bén tai. He hé méat nhin sang bén canh, mai t6c dai cua
Aki x0a ra nhw thé ai d6 vay muc trén mat bién.

T6i trrra ching to6i quay trd lai cho thuyén dau. Oki dang ngoi cho &
d6. Theo nhw ké hoach, Oki bia dat rang, cau ta nhan duwgc dién thoai v6
tuyén tir nha n6i me cau ta khong duwgc khde, nén cau ta phai quay vé truwée
mot ldc.

“Bon minh cling quay vé luon nhi,” Aki t6 vé quan tam.

“Khong can dau,” Oki nhan nhé néi, “hai ngudi ct ¢ day cau doi t6,
du sao thi cling mat cong tGi tan day roi. To6i t& quay lai dén. Me t& bao kho
chiu nhung khong c6 gi nghiém trong dau. Me t¢ van hay bi huyét ap cao
ma, uéng thudc ré6i nam nghi mot lic 1a 6n ay ma.”

“Theé thi di can than nhé,” to6i nhanh nhau lam ra vé than thiét noi.

“Hay la bon minh ciing quay vé xem bac gai thé nao?” Aki van lo
au néi, “Néu khong c6 chuyén gi that, thi lai quay ra day la dugc roi. Néu
16 bac dy om that thi chang phai la mang thém phién phitc cho Oki va gia
dinh cdu ay sao?”

“A, thé cling phai nhi.”

T6i lung bung dap, r6i quay sang nhin tén dong bon v4i anh mat
van nai. Tran Oki da 1am tdm nhitng giot mo6 hoi to nhuw hat dau.

“Chiéu tdi la anh t¢ di lam vé, Itic ay thi té thoat dugc r6i. TG cling
mong ngong chuyén di choi lan nay lam co. Chiéu té lam con ngoan ca
bubi, dén toi cling muodn ra ngoai chut cho thodi mai.”

“O), néu cau 4y néi thé thi...” Néi t6i day, toi nhin Aki, nét mit ra
vé du sau lam.

C6 vé nhuw em ciing hoi dong long trir6c man dién caa Oki.

“Vay bon minh ¢ lai nhé?”

Oki va t6i khong khoéi dwa mat liéc nhau. Mdt cau ta trong nhu vira
thoat ng, nhung anh mat thi nhw muén néi: “P6 vé van!” Toi len 1én chap
hai tay tredc nguc, khong dé Aki trong thay.
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Hanh dong tiép theo nhanh nhen dén gan nhw bat thuwong. Oki thi
cham cham roi ddo cho mau. Con t6i chi mudn tién cau ta 1én thuyén di
ngay tredc khi Aki doi y.

“Phong 305,” Oki thi tham trong khi thdo day cot thuyén. “Lan nay
thi phai bao dap té tw té day.”

“Xin 16i, t¢ sé ghi nhd 1an nay.” T6i chap hai tay lai lan nira.

Con thuyén nho ctia Oki da khuat khoi tam mat, ching t6i ngoi trén
cau tau an com hop. Aki khodc mét chiéc 4o thé thao ra ngoai bo do boi, toi
van chi mac quan tam. Dot nhién, trong tam tri toi trao 1én cac hién thyc
khién nguwoi ta choang vang, rang lic nay trén hon dao nhé nay chi co t6i
va Aki. To6i cAm thdy mot sy thém muoén ao at dang l1én tir sdu tham bén
trong minh. T4i tan triva mai Oki moi quay tra lai.

Hau nhv t6i khéng nhan ra minh dang an gi. Bing trwdc sy thodi
mai vo han vira dwgc ban tang, toi cling thay hoi boi r6i. Hai mwoi tw gio
sap tGi, toi vira c6 thé 1a soi, vira co6 thé la ctru. Tw bac si Jekyll dén ngai
Hydel?), pham vi nhan cach cia “t6i” mé& rong ra vo cung. Phéi lwa chon
lay mot trong m@ bong bong nhiéu mau ay khién t6i nan long, bai vi chi
con mot lwa chon la tréd thanh hién thue, con dau déu sé nhat loat bién mat.
“T6i” ma Aki thay, chi la thang “t6i” dwgc lwa chon ra tir vo so thang khac
ma thoi. Khi nghi dén nhitng diéu nay, ham mudn ban dau trong t6i nhat
dan va bi thay thé b&i mot y nhiém la lung vé trach nhiém.

An com xong, hai dita 1y cai can cau Oki dé lai di cu c4. Ching
toi bat sau lam moi, chi thoat céi, 1ii ca chai va vugc vay 1én da xong vao
dép moi. Ban dau ching t6i dinh bat ca dé nau biva t6i, nhung 1 ca dép
moi ngdy tho qud, thdy t6i tdi, c cau dugc con nao lai tha ra luén. Veé sau
thi g& ca khoi 1wdi cau cling phién phtc, lién ditt khoat khong cau nira ludn.

Van go day trén cau tau hdp thu sitc néng mat trgi, am am. Ngoi
bén trén, rat dé chim vao giac nga diu dang. Gié mat ngoai bién thoi vao
lién tuc nén hai dita khong ra mé héi chit nao. Hai dia thoa kem chong
nang cho nhau, phong tia t& ngoai lam hai da. R6i choc chdc lai tho chan
xuong nwdc dung day, hoac hat nguwgc doi 1én dau nhau.
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“Khong biét me Oki c6 6n khong nita.” Aki c6 vé van haoi lo lang.

“Huyét ap cao thoi ma. Chac khong cé gi dang ngai dau.”

“Nhung ngudi ta dung dién thoai vo tuyén goi cau dy vé co ma, co
1é khong nhe dau.”

Loi néi doi ching t6i dung dé lira Aki cang lic cang trd thanh ganh
nang. Sau khi dugc ¢ mot minh bén em, “quan hé xac thit” hay cai gi do dai
loai nhw thé lai thanh ra v6 vi. Am muu t6i va Oki 1ap ra da thanh cong mot
ntta, nhwng téi bong thady chuyén nay that hoang dwong va au tri khong chiu
noi, dong thoi lai con cam thdy nhw c6 ai d6 dang ditng dang xa quan sat
cai canh twong hoang duwong va au tri nay nita.

AKki lay trong ba 16 ra mot céi radio ban dan ro6i bat 1én. Pang la gio
phat song chuwong trinh “Nhac Pop bubi chiéu”. Giong quen thudc ctia doi
nam nit phat thanh vién vang lén.

Oi, dao nay ngdy ndo ciing néng qud nhi? Phdi roi, gio’ dang mua
he ma! Vi thé, hbm nay chiing t6i dem dén cho ban mét chuong trinh ddc
biét, chuyén dé vé mua he va bdi bién.

bung vdy! Chung t6i ciing nhdn yéu cdu qua dién thogi nita, thé
nén cdc ban hdy nhanh tay nhdc mdy lén nao! Cdc ban yéu cau bai hdt sé
c6 co hoi rut tham tring thudéng, muoi chiéc do phong thiét ké ddc biét
danh cho mudi ban may mdn!

Sao chiing ta khong bat dau bdng cdch doc buu thiép nhi?

Puoc thoi! Pdy la the yéu cdau ctua ban ‘Yoppa’ & Kazemachi.
“Chao Kiyohiko, chao Yoko.” Chao ban. “Toi dang & trong bénh vién vi da
day c6 vdn de.” O! Vdy sao? “Ngdy ndo ciing xét nghiém véi kiém tra,
chdn lam roi.” Puwong nhién la rat chdn réi. “Co khi toi phdi phdu thudt
nita. Doi mdi méi dén ky nghi hé! Nhung ma, t6i van con cd cudc doi phia
trudc, mét mua he nhw thé ndy chdc ciing cé gi la qud té dau nhi.” Vdy hd,
ndm vién a, sg that day!

Bung to6i ciing tirng phdi phau thudt roi, hoi hoc cdp ba, bi mé rudt
thtra, nam vién ba boén ngay lién. Phau thudt duong nhién la kho chiu roi,
nhung ciing may chi thodt cdi la két thic.
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Do chi la kinh nghiém cta t6i théi. Pau rudt thira, khéng biét cé gid
tri tham khdo gi voi ban hay khong nita. Mong la bénh tinh ctia ban khong
nghiém trong. Phdn chdn lén, sém binh phuc nhé Yoppa! Va gio, theo yéu
cau cua ban, ddy la bai hat “Hoa trdi mua hé” ctia nhom Southern All-
stars!

“Co6 nhé héi ban gtri yéu cau bai hat cho minh khéng Saku-chan?”
Aki no6i khi nghe t&i doan gitta bai hat.

«(y »

Pay la chu dé t6i muon tranh cang xa cang tot. Nhung AKki thi van
chim sdu vao hoi trc. “Hoi dy 1a 16p Tam nhi. Bai hat do tén la “Tonight”
phai khong? Ban lai con viét ca 10i nhan d6i tra dién r6 nita chi.”

“Aki chang mang cho minh mot tran réi con gi.”

“Nhung gio do lai thanh mot ky niém dep. Saku-chan bia ra cau
chuyén ay chi dé nguoi dan chwong trinh doc tdm buu thiép ay thoi ding
khong?”

“U, dai loai thé,” t6i n6i. “Hoi dy Aki dang hen hd véi mot gi hoc
cap ba con gi.”

“Hen ho 4?” Aki ngoanh dau lai, giong nhu cao vt 1én.

“Ga dep trai trong doi bong chuyén.”

“0,” hinh nhv cu6i cling Aki cling nhd ra, “nhung ma sao ban biét
chuyén do?”

“Pam con gai trong 16p budn chuyén vagi nhau.”

“Qi troi, minh chi don phwong ngudng md anh ay thoi.”

“Don phuong nguong mo?”

“U, hdi d6 con nhé. C6 biét yéu 1a gi dau.”

“Htm.”

Em nhin t6i do hai.

“Pirng c6 noi la Saku-chan ghen day chiy?”

“C0 gi sai dau nao?”

“Hoi d6 mdi hoc 16p Tam ma.”

“Nay, minh con ghen véi ca 4o nit nguc cia Aki ay ch.”
“Thoi di!”
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Nhin ra phia xa, nhitng ddm may mua triu ndng dang dang 1én cu6n
cudn noi dat lién. Phan trén cac ddm may sang l6a, & gitta thi nhuém mau
xam xam, nhung phan bén dwdi den cang thém den. Xa xa vang vong tiéng
sam rén. Ngoai bién thdi hat vao mdt lan gié am 4p mang theo hoi am. May
dan pha kin bau trdi, dwong nhuw dang tién vé phia hai dia t6i. Mat bién lic
tredc con dang xanh tham gio da xam xit lai.

“Chac Oki khong quay lai r6i,” Aki lo lang noi.

Suyt nita thi toi da thu nhan toan bg su that véi em. Toi thuc sy chi
muon xin 16i em dé dugc rli bé cai cam giac nang triu trong long. Puing lic
nay, mot giot mua to roi xuong. Thoat tién, chi Iwa thwa vai giot, r6i sau dé,
mua roi nhu g6 nhip moi lic mGt mau, cudi cung thi tat ca déu chim trong
tiéng muwa on a.

“Tuyét qua!” Aki thot 1én. Em ngang mat lén troi dé mwa roi xudng
tran. “Tat ca déu da duwgc sap x€p tr trudc phai khong?”

T6i quay dau lai. Nwdc mwa roi vao ma ban tung lén.

“Pau tién la bon ngwoi di cam trai. Roi ban gai ctia Oki khong dén
dwoc. Roi me cua Oki dot nhién bi 6m. Roi chi con lai hai dita minh trén
dao.”

Bi em noi triung hét roi.

“Xin 16i.” T6i quay sang phia Aki va cii gam mat xuong.

Muva hinh nhw cang Iic cang nang hat, song ap vao cau tau cuoén
cudn dang trao. Aki van nham mat ngang mat lén cho mwa tap vao mat.

“Hét cach,” em ngung lai mot cht, roi néi, khau khi nhw me cat
van con vay. “Khi nao thi c6 thuyén dén?”

“Churng trea mai.”

“Con 0i thoi gian.”

“Trong lic do6, nhitng chuyén Aki khong muoén, minh sé tuyét doi
khong lam.”

Aki khong tra 10i, chi ngan ngo nhin vé phia dong ba 16 bi w6t va
cai thung lanh dung do6 an.

“Du gi thi cling phai don d6 ra cho khac truée da.”

No6i xong, cudi cing em ciing dirng 1én.
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Nhin tr xa khach san trong nhr méi xay, téi gan méi thay 16p son da troc
hét, gan nhw mot dong hoang tan do nat. Ngay phia truedc 1a mot cay thién
tué khong 16, sau cai cdy ay la con duong doc thoai thoai dan 1én cong
chinh. Hai diva dirng lai, ngwdc mat nhin 1én cai khach san bon tang d6 mot
lan nita. Bau khong khi nay, 1ay lam noi quay ngoai canh cho phim kinh di
cling khong c6 gi la. Ctra tit dong da bi dong van go niém phong lai, nhung
mot phan da long ra, tao thanh khodng tréng di cho mot ngwdi chui qua.
Noi nay c6 vé giong cho giao dich ma tiy hay cho tron ctia nhitng nguoi
nhap cu trai phép hon la noi hen ho cta cac cdp tinh nhan.

O tang mot, ngoai tién sanh va phong khach, con c6 nha hang va
bép. Ban ghé sap thanh dong & mdt goc nha hang. Ching t6i di qua tién
sanh, thw tha 1én cau thang. Toan b0 tir tang hai tré 1én la phong cho thué.
Nhitng canh ctta g6 nau sam c6 tay nam xép hang doc hanh lang. Bui cat
phu day hanh lang va trén nhitng bac thang, dép xang dan giam lén, phat ra
nhitng tiéng lao xao.

Oki da noi “phong 305”. C6 nghia dé la can phong cau ta da don
san trong lac ching toi di boi, dé Aki khéi trong thdy mé bao cao su da
dung r6i hay may thit dai loai nhw vay. Di nhién to6i da hita sé tra thu lao
cho cdu ta. Chua quyét dinh 1a bao nhiéu, nhung hamburger c& dai va ga
ran cd 16n thi e la khong du. Toi c6 cam giac minh nhw mot chu kinh doanh
nho dang no nan chong chat vay.

Mot cdi cdy moc trén swon doi phia sau khach san da cho qua 6 cira
kinh v& gitta hanh lang, tdn 14 x0e rong trén tran, sum sé xanh tot, choi
xanh mon maén. Nhin tinh hinh nay, chuyén khach san bi c6 cay nudt gon
chi con la van dé thoi gian thoi.

T6i md& ctta vao phong 305 ma OKki chi dinh, thit dau tién dap vao
mat la mot cai giwvong doi khong 16 dat ngay gitta can phong. Toi voi quay
di nhw thé vira thdy mot thit gi bi cdm doan. Nhung ngoai cai givong ra thi
can phong chang con gi khac. C4 hai dita déu khong biét nén x sy thé nao,
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danh ngé lo ntta nhin 1én tran, ntra liéc cai giwvong. Lé ra nén ndi gi do,
nhung lai khong thé thot thanh 16i. Khong khi tram lang lam co thé cing
do. Tham chi ca tiéng nudt nwdc bot cling khién tim hai diva dap thinh thich
V1 SO.

“Sao bon minh khong boé do ¢ day roi di quanh khach san xem mot
vong nhi?” Cudi cung thi t6i cling cat dwoc tiéng.

“U, ciing dwgc.” Aki gat dau nhv vira trit dwgc ganh ning.

Chiing t6i di xudng bép duwdi ting mot. O dy ciing bi cay c6 6 ngon
doi phia sau xam 1an, moc thanh ting bui rdi rac khap noi. Ca hai dita déu
nhdp nhdp vi dinh nwdc bién, mot tran mwa rao vita ndy hinh nhv ciing
khong rira sach hét. Ching t6i thit van voi nudc trong bép, nhung khong
thdy giot nao chdy ra.

“Khong c6 nwdc, thi khong lam dwgce bira t6i roi,” Aki néi nhuw trach
moc.

“Oki bao phia sau c6 giéng,” toi tra 101i.

Bép khong c6 cita, mwa khong biét da tanh tr lic nao, mat troi vé
chiéu ném lén san bép nhitng khoang t6i 10 m@. Ngon doi ap chat vao
khach san. Co dai trén swon déc um tum xanh tét nhw Itvra chay hirng huc,
hoan toan chang thady mat dat dau nita. Cé dai, day leo va cay bui, tit ca
moc chang chit, dan xen lan Ion.

Sk sk sk sk

Tuwong vi, cé ich mau va rau diép cd quan chat v6i nhau, mot doi
buwém phugng hoang bay lwgn dudi nhau. Bi thém may budc nita 1a mot bé
nuwdc cli. Bé nwdc bi cdy 14 che mat mdt nira, khong nhin ky thi khé ma
thdy dwgc. Mot doan 6ng nhya nhd 1én gitta dam cé, miéng 6ng cé nuwéc
trong tran ra. Chac han dé la nwéc sudi trén nii dan xuéng. To6i voc tay vao
bé nuwdc, nwdc mat lanh dé chiju.

“Ruwa ray ¢ day ludn di,” toi bao.

Aki van dang mac ao bén ngoai bg do tam.

“Pé minh di lay khan tam.”

“U.” Em lting ting nhin quanh quat.
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T6i di 1én tang ba 14y khan tam va quan 4o sach trong tti do. Lic
quay lai, Aki dang khoéa than ditng quay lung lai vé6i tdi bén canh bé nwdc.
MGt canh twgng khong sao ta xiét. Vang ta dwong da an minh sau ngon doi,
than hinh trang muo6t cia Aki 160 md néi 1én trong béng t6i am u ctia dam co
dai ram ri, t6i nhw dang nam mong, cham chd ngam béng lwng em mot lic
lau.

“Lam gi thé?”

“A,” van quay lung lai v&i toi, em néi, “khong c6 khin tim.”

“Chuwa chi da cdi hét ca ra r6i!” T6i cwdi, phu khan tam qua vai AKi.

“Cam on.”

Aki nhanh choéng lau qua nguwdi, r6i cudn khan tam quanh nguc.
Chiéc khan chi che dugc td6i trén dui em mot chuit.

“Pirng nhin nhw thé chi¥!” em thot 1én.

Thung chita nwdc bam day rong réu xanh pha lan sac nau, dong dwa
trong nudc nhw dam toc réi. Toi nhiing khan mat xudéng nwdc lau rira than
minh. Pang vat khan dé lau ngudi, téi chgt nhan ra Aki dang ditng & clra
bép nhin minh.

“Gi vay?” Em tan ngan cui dau, “Minh nghi Saku cling can khan
tam.”

“Cam on.” T6i voi quay lung lai khi 1ay khan tam tw tay Aki.

Sk sk sk sk

T6i muwon dwgc mot cai bép du lich, bo néi lap ghép va thia dia cta
cha, mot ngwoi rat thich leo nui. Bita t6i do t6i phu trach. Thuc don la mén
“Xot Iwon tritng siéu cap vo dich”. Pau tién, dé6 nwdc trong binh nhya ra
dun s6i va cho gao vao thoi com, mudi phit sau la dwge. Trong khi cho
com chin, xat méong nguwu bang thanh hinh 14 va ngdm vao nudc, r6i thai
nho hanh va lwon déng hop. Sau do, cho ngwu bang vao néi, cho nuwéc va
gia vi, dat 1én bép. Khi nao nwdc sbi, cho Iwon va hanh vao dun tiép. Tiép
ddy do tri'ng da danh tan vao, tat Itta, @ mot lic. Cudi cung do6 1én bat com,
vay la xong r6i. Néu c6 thém xip miso nita, mGt mén an thém moén canh,
qua la khong tam thwong chit nao.
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Aki tron xa lat rau xanh hoa qud. Ton kha nhiéu cong sttc, nhung
chang hé cam gidc dugc y vi cua viéc di da ngoai. Troi bat dau toi, toi bat
chiéc dén cha cho muon 1én. Vira an, ching toi vira nghe dai FM. Dai dang
phat mot chwong trinh am nhac nwéc ngoai theo yéu cau, chuyén dé vé cac
ban nhac vé6i nhitng cai tén dai ngoang nhw Red Hot Chili Peppers,
Everything But the Girl, Afrika Bambaataa & Soul Sonic Force.

Sau bira toi, hai dita dung gidy vé sinh lau bat dia va géi hét rac vao
tui ni 16ng, roi nhac den di 1én phong. Co6 1€ tai ca hai déu da nhin thay co
thé tran truong cua nhau, nén lan nay khong con qua nguwong ngap nita.
Bung no cang, t6i cling chan chang bu6én nghi ngoi lung tung nita. Dua
lung vao tdm van dau giwong, hai dita choi do tir veng tiéng Anh. Mot diva
néi tiéng Nhat, dita con lai phai trd 10i bang tiéng Anh. Tra 10i dwgc cau ma
dia kia khong tra 16i duwoc thi sé an mot diém.

“MEé tin,” Aki noi.

“Superstition,” t6i dap ngay titc khac.

“Hoi dé thi phai?”

“Cling hoi hoi. Nao, thu thai.”

“Thu thai?” AKki tron tron mat nhin to6i.

“Khong biét a?”

“Khong.”

“Conception.”

“0, phai khong day?”

“Pén lugt Aki day.”

“Um... dong tinh, théng cam.”

“Sympathy.” Toi trad 10i dugc ngay. “Aki dang hoc nhom tir bat dau
bang chir S a?”

“Ctt cho la vay di. Nhuwng ma Saku-chan biét nhiéu ti qua di!”

“Toan trong tén may bai nhac rock 4y ma. Stevie Wonder va Rolling
Stones.”

“Um...”

Gio lai dén luwot toi.

“Cuong cing.”
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“Cai gi ha?”

“Thi d6, cwong citng. Aki biét ‘ciong cing’ trong tiéng Anh la gi
khong?”

“Thu thai véi chd cwong citng! May tir d6 khong biét cling c6 sao
dau chi.”

T6i thi van binh than, “‘Conception’ con c6 nghia la ‘y twéng’ nita
day,” t6i bat dau giai thich, “con ‘cwong cing’ la ‘erection’. Néu doc lan
am ‘I’ va am ‘’19 v6i nhau thi thanh ‘bau c@’ 16i (election). ‘General
election’ nghia la téng tuyén c, nhwng néu nham 1 véi r thi thanh ra
‘general erection’ tirc la twéng quan cwong citng day. Minh khéng muon
Aki pham phai sai lam dang xau ho ay dau.”

“Ban hoc & dau may thir d6 vay?” Aki van ngo vuc héi. “Cai gi ma
thu thai, r6i ca cwong cing nita...”

“Minh tra ti dién thoi.”

“Phai thich may thit &y thi m&i giéi thé chi.”

“Nay, cha lien quan gi ¢ day ca.”

“Co chtt lai.”

Ca hai chang ai muén tranh cai, nén ching t6i ngdm miéng lai va
nhin ra ctta s6. Pwong nhién la t6i den nhw muyc, khong thay thit gi.

“Co6 diéu hoc may tir tiéng Anh nay, khong hiéu vé sau cé tac dung
gi khong nhi?” Aki lam bam tw n6i mot minh. “Nghe noéi ty 1€ nit gidi vao
dai hoc tang ty 1€ thuan véi ty 1€ ly hon day. Phdi chang cang hoc nhiéu thi
lai cang bat hanh nhi?”

“Ly di chac gi da bat hanh.”

“Co6 1é vay.” Aki ngung lai mot chit, roi néi, “Muc tiéu chinh cta
cudc song la dugc hanh phic. Hoc tap hay lam viéc ciing la vi hanh phtc ca
thoi.”

Trén radio, chwong trinh chuyén dé vé cac ban nhac véi nhitng cai
tén dai ngoang van chwa két thic. Quicksilver Messenger Service,
Creedence Clearwater Revival, Big Brother & Holding Company.
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Vé dém, troi lai d6 mwa. Mwa tap vao cira s6 va mai hién, on ao hét
sttc. Chung toi nam trén giwong, nghe tiéng mwa ma long rau ri. Nham mat
lai tap trung lang nghe, mot mui hvong dan dan nong dam han lén. Mui
mua, mui dat va cay cé trén swon doi, mui bui dong thanh 16p trén san nha,
mui gidy dan twong bi bong ra... Ching t6i dwong nhw bi nhitng mui nay
tang tang 16p 16p bao boc vao trong vay.

Lé ra phdi rat mét, nhung chang dita nao buén ngua. Thé la chiing t6i
lan luwgt ké chuyén héi nhd. Aki ké truéc.

“H6i hoc hét mau gido ay, 16p minh c6 chon mot cai hop thoi gian,
bao nay, anh chup chung ro6i bai viét nita. Toan viét bang chit kana ca thoi,
viét sau nay minh mu6n lam gi, r6i ly twéng ctia minh nita.”

“Aki viét gi?”

“Chang nh¢ nita,” em dap, giong c6 vé tiéc nuoi.

“Mu6n lam c6 dau a?”

“Cling c6 thé,” em cuwdi nhe néi. “That muén dao né 1én xem qua.”

Sau dé la t6i luot toi.

“Cai hoi ba minh con séng, c6 mét 6ng thay tam quat thi thoang lai
dén nha. Ong &y chitng sdu muoi tudi, nghe dau bao bi mu bam sinh hay
sao. C6 mot lan, 6ng dy héi minh, ‘Cau chua a, mua roi xudng theo tirng giot
mot hay chay xudng thanh tirng dong nhv s¢i nhi?” Ong 4y mu bam sinh
nén khong biét.”

“Vay sao?” Aki gat gat dau, “thé Saku-chan tré 16i thé nao?”

“Minh bdo mwa roi xuong thanh titng giot. R6i 6ng dy ndi, ‘tirng
giot 3?’ xem chitng c6 vé cam dong 1dm. Ong &y ndi, tir nhé da ludn thic
mac chuyén nay roéi, hom nay cudi cung ciing khon ngoan hon dwgc mot
it.”

“Nhu phim Thién duvong dién dnh dy nhi.”

“U, nhung gid nghi lai thay ciing ky quéc that.”

“Tai sao?”

“Néu ong ay thac mac diéu do lau dén vay, thi tai sao trudc do
khong héi ai khac? Tai sao lai cho t6i tan nam sdu muoi tu6i? Ma sao trong
tat cA moi ngwdi lai di hoi minh chi?”
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“Co lé ong ay thay ban roéi mdi dot nhién nhé ra, nhé ra diéu minh
ban khoan ho6i nhé.”

“Hodc c6 1€ l1a c* moi lan troi muwa ong ay lai haéi bat ¢ ai cau héi
day.”

Mura van dang roi.

“Cha me chac khong lo lang vé bon minh qua dau nhi?” Aki néi.

“Chang 1é lai di bdo canh sat?”

“Thé Saku-chan néi gi vGi cha me?”

“Thi di cam trai gan nha ban. Aki thi sao?”

“Thi cling 1a di cam trai th6i. Minh nhd mot ngwdi ban lam ching.”

“Ban ay c6 dang tin khong?”

“Co chit, nhung minh ghét chuyén nay lam, lam phién bao nhiéu
nguoi.”

“U, biét roi.”

Aki nghiéng nguwdi xoay madt vé phia toi. To6i hon nhe 1én d6i moi

“Khong can phaéi voi dau ma.”

Nam gon trong vong tay cua nhau, chiing t6i nham mat lai. Cat lao
xao dudi cai khan bong chung toi trai ra thay dém.

Sksk sk sk 3k

Ntra dém tinh day, chwong trinh radio da két thic tir lau. Chiéc den
xach tay da van xudng ndc nhé cling khéng biét tat ngum ti* Iic nao. T6i
xuong givong tat radio. Trong phong hoi bi. T6i mé ctra so, khong khi lanh
lanh ndang mui bién tran vao. C6 vé nhu con 1au nita troi md&i sang. Mua da
tanh, bau troi da khéng con may den, day sao lap lanh. C6 1é bgi xung
quanh khong dwoc chiéu sang, cac vi sao nhu cé vé gan hon, twdng nhw lay
can cau ca ra khéu ching xudng ciling dugc nita.

“Co tiéng song,” tiéng Aki cat 1én.

“Aki khong ngu a?”

Em t&i bén ctra s6 nhin ra ngoai. Bén kia mat bién t6i den, c6 thé 1o
mo trong thay anh dén phia bo doi dién.

“DP6 la dau nhi?”
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“Koike, hodc c6 thé la Kokubo.”

Ching t6i nghe tiéng séng vo ri rao. Séng x6 nhitng hon séi vao bai
bién, va khi rit di ching tao nén nhitng tiéng lao xao.

“Hinh nhu co6 tiéng dién thoai & dau dy?” Aki chot ndi.

“Lam gi c6.” T6i vénh tai ling nghe. “U ding roi.”

T6i cam cai den pin trén ban 1én, hai dita budc ra ngoai. Hanh lang
toi den nhw mue, anh sang dén pin chiéu 1én birc twong cudi hanh lang mo
mo nhan nhat. Tiéng reng reng dwong nhu phat ra tr mot trong nhitng can
phong phia cu6i hanh lang. Hai di¥a r6n rén cham cham tién 1én. Dién thoai
van dang reo. Ching t6i dén gan can phong hon nhung tiéng chuéng duong
nhw khong hé gan lai.

Tiéng reng reng dot nhién ngung bdt. Chac nguoi goi dién doan
khong ai bat may nén da bo cudc. Hai diva lang 1é nhin nhau. T6i chiéu dén
pin xung quanh. Thi ra day la cho ctra s6 bi hong va c6 cai cdy moc chia
vao. Trén dau chiing t6i mot canh cay to phu day day leo sum sé 1a. Roi dén
1én trén, chiing t6i thay mot con canh cam dang bo trén 16p vé cay. T6i tho
dau qua ctra s6 v va soi den pin ra phia ngoai. Swon doi chi cach chiing t6i
khodng bon hay nam mét.

“Pom doém,” Aki thot 1én.

Theo huwéng nhin ctia em, t6i thdy mot dém sang trén mat co. Thoat
tién chi la mot, nhwng khi nhin k¥, t6i phat hién chiing ¢ khap noi. Cham
chid nhin mot lic, s6 lwvgng da tang 1én dang keé.

Anh sang ctia hang trdm con dom dém lung linh chép tét lién hoi
trong nhitng lum cé va cay dai. Mot con dau xuong tan 1a r6i dot nhién bay
vt l1én, cing hai ba con khac ddo mgt vong trén khong roi lai nap vao trong
c6. Pom dém rat nhiéu, nhung ching bay rat lang 16. Tuwéng nhu ca dan
dang tréi bong bénh trong gié vay.

“Tat den di!” Aki noi.

Vay la hai dita cung chim vao béng t6i vai 1t dom dom. Mot con
tach khoéi dan bay vé phia ching t6i, mang anh sang yéu 6t cham cham lai
gan. NO bay tGi ctra so thi lo lttng dirng lai gitta khong trung. T6i v4i tay ra,
long ban tay khum lai. Con dom dém cénh giac bay lui lai mot chit, r6i dau
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trén mot chi€c 1a cta canh cdy chia vao trong khach san. Chuing toi cung
doi n6. Ngung mot chut, con dom dom lai bay len, dao vong vong quanh
AKki, r6i nhe nhang dau xu6ng vai em nhw bong tuyét, twva hé nhw né da
chon em vay. N6 chép sang hai ba lan nhw thé dang gtvi di mé6t thong diép
gi do.

Chung t6i nin théd quan sat con dom dém. Chdp nhday vai lan, né lai
lang Ié cdt canh bay lén khoi vai Aki. Lan nay, khong ngap ngtrng nhu lic
bay dén, n6 lao thang vé phia bui c¢6 noi c6 dong loai. T6i cang mat doi
theo diém sang lap 1oe ay. N6 nhanh chong nhap dan va bi nuét chirng gitta
vo van dom sang, khong sao phan biét duwgc nita.
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Phan 3
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Khi chiing t6i tr@ vé sau chuyén du lich cudi cap, bénh cta Aki da dugc xac
dinh, nguwdi ta goi dé la bénh aplastic anemia. Bac si gidi thich rang nguyén
nhan la do tiy xwong bi thodi héa. Duwong nhuw em tin vao 16i giai thich ay.
Tat nhién t6i cling chang c6 ly do gi dé nghi ngo.

Dé chong nhiém triing, mot y ta hwdng dan t6i thue hién ky thuat de
phong. Trudc tién 1a mac do choang va deo khau trang 1dy trong ta dung do
dat ngoai hanh lang, sau do6 phai cdi giay va di mot doi dép 1é chuyén dung,
roi tay trung tiéu doc bén ngoai, xong roéi mgi dugc vao trong gap em.

Moi lan nhin thay t6i 1u lu trong b 4o choang va khau trang, em
déu lan ra giwvong pha 1én cuoi.

“Trong chang hop ti nao!”

“Biét lam sao dwgc?” toi rau 11 nodi, “chi tai cai tay xwong cua Aki
lwdi biéng khong thém tao ra bach cau, nén minh phai lam mot bo thé nay
day.”

“O trwdong thé nao r6i?” em 6 ¥ chuyén cha dé cau chuyén.

“Van thé th6i.” Toi chan nan.

“Khong phai sap thi giita ky r6i sao?”

“C6 1é vay.”

“Ban c6 hoc hanh gi khong day?”

“Cé chi.”

“Mubn di hoc lai qua,” Aki nhin dam dam lam bam ty noi.

Mot c6 y ta 16 mat vao ctra phong bénh héi Aki c6 6n khong, roi
cling mim cuwdi chao t6i. Vi ngay nao ciing dén nén hau nhuw tat ca cac co y
td déu nhan ra t6i. Xét nghiém kiém tra gi d6 déu lam xong cé trong budi
sang, vi vay trudc gio an toi kha yén ang.

“Theo doi day, xem ching minh c6 hon nhau khong dy ma,” dgi co
y ta di khuat, Aki mgi thi tham. “HOom no y ta trwedng da nhac nhd roi, bao
khong duwgce hon ciu ban trai hom nao cling dén tham, 1ay bénh thi chét.”
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Trong khodnh khac, t6i twéng twgng ra hinh dnh vi tring nhung
nhuc bo qua bo lai trong miéng minh.

“Aki ndi nghe ghe qua!”

“Muodn khong?”

“Cling khong mudn lam.”

“Hon cling chang sao dau ma.”

“Truyén nhiém thi sao?”

“BOn rtta mat cé thudc sic miéng sat trung cia minh. Dung céi dé
di.”

T6i kéo khau trang xudng dudi cadm, sic miéng bang nudc thude
nglra truyén nhiém. Xong xudi, t6i ngoi xuéng mép giwong doi dién vai
em. T6i nh@ lai nu hon dau tién, thady hon nhau trong trang thai vo trung
xem ra con cang thang hon ca céi hon dau tién nita. B6i méi cua ching to6i
khé cham vao nhau.

“Toan mui thudc.”

“Pém nay ma sot thi dirng trach minh day nhé.”

“Nhung ma thich lam.”

“Ntra nhé?”

Moéi ching t6i cham nhau lan nita. Hon nhau khi khoac 1én nguoi
chiéc 4o v6 tring mau xanh nhat caa bac si phau thuat, roi lai stic miéng
sach sé, cam giac nhw mot nghi thirc vo cung trang nghiém vay.

“Mua mua sang nam ching minh 1én ndi Shiroyama ngam td cau
nhé,” t6i noi.

“Udc hen hoi cap hai,” Aki n6i, nheo mat nhw thé dang nhin vé mot
noi xa xam. “Méi ba nam ma minh da thdy nhw la rat lau r6i ay.”

“V1i c6 qua nhiéu chuyén da xdy ra ma.”

“U, diing vay.” Aki nhu thé dang didm chim trong suy tw, thi tham,
“Van con hon nita nam nira.”

“Tw gio dén khi do tw tiw chita bénh cho khoe di.”

“Um.” Em khé gat dau. “Lau qua nhi. Biét thé xem ti lic con khée
c6 phai hon khong.”

“Xem Aki ndi kia, ctt nhw khong khoe lai duogc ay.”
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Thay vi tra 101, Aki chi mim cuoi chua xot.
Sksk sk sk sk

Mot hom toi dén bénh vién khi Aki dang ngt, me em ciing khong &
dé. Toi ngoi bén canh ngam nhin khuon mat em dang say ngu. Thiéu mau,
gwong mat em tai nhgt. Rém ctra s6 mau kem da duwgc kéo lai. Aki nham
mat, mat hoi nghiéng vé phia doi dién vGi cita s6 dé tranh nang. Nhitng tia
nang luoén qua tdm rém ctra chiéu vao twa nhw canh buwém bay qua bay lai
trong phong. Anh sang 14p lanh 4y ciing nhe nhang lwét xuéng khudn mit
Aki, phu 1én mat em chit an lanh diu nhe. T6i ti€p tuc dam dam nhin vao
Aki dang say gidc, tira nhw dang ngam nhin mot thit vo cung quy bau vay.
C* ngam mai, ngam mai, mét cam giac bat an chgt ap tdi - trong giac ngu
an lanh kia, tyta h6 c6 mam mong rat nho dén ndi mat thuvong khong nhin
thdy duwgc cua cai chét dang dap dénh hién 1én nhw hat giong cta cay anh
tic. Cam giac giong nhv trong gio my thudt, ta nhin cham chi vao mot to
gidy trang dwdi anh mat troi, mat gidy trang nhw tuyét twdng chirng bi phu
1én mot 16p cham den nhd li ti.

“Aki.”

T6i goi tén em may lan. Em phén ¢ng lai, hoi nhiic nhich nguwdi mot
chit. Sau do, em lac lac dau sang hai bén nhw thé dang tong thi gi do ra
ngoai, nhitng 16p phu trén gwong mat em roi ra tirng 16p mot, nét mat thap
thodng toat 1én sitc séng, roi em md mat, nhw chii chim nho riu rit hét vang.

“Saku-chan,” em ngac nhién thot 1én khe khé.

“Aki thdy thé nao?”

“Ngu duwgc mot chut, d& nhiéu roi.”

Em ngoi day, vdi ldy chiéc 4o len vat trén thanh ghé, khoac bén
ngoai bo pyjama.

“Sang nay tam trang chan lam,” anh mat Aki 16 ra vé mét moéi u am,
noi, “nghi vé cai chét, ty hdi néu biét trwdc sé phai vinh vién phan ly véi
Saku-chan, rot cudc minh sé thé nao?”

“Ngoc qua. Khong dugc nghi nhitng chuyén nhw thé.”

“U.” Em thé dai mot tiéng, “hinh nhw minh chéng ty tin chiit ndo.”

“Bénh vién vang lang qua a?”
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“U,” em khé gat dau.

Chung t6i ngtrng no6i chuyén, bau khong khi tram mac ap t6i.

“Minh khong con & thé gidi nay nita thi sé thé nao nhi? Minh khong
sao twong twong noi.” Ngung lai mot chiut, Aki ti€p tuc 1am bam, “Sinh
meénh c6 han... cam giac that la lung. Mac du day la 1€ di nhiéen, nhung
binh thvong nguwoi ta co coi 1€ di nhién la 1é di nhien dau.”

“Aki chi nén nghi vé nhitng chuyén vui théi, nhw 1a sau khi khoi
bénh...”

“Nghi dén chuyén cuéi Saku-chan nhé?” Dwong nhuw khong phai em
muon tiép ndi cha dé nay, ma mudn cat ngang cau chuyén.

“Minh di sic miéng.”

Nghe t0i noi vay, em maéi n@ mot nu cwoi.

Moi lan dén tham em, ching t6i déu hon trom sau lwng cac 6 y ta.
DPai v6i t6i d6 dwong nhuw 1a mét diéu minh chitng minh van ton tai. Aki
chwa bao gio bi sot hay nhiém trung, t6i quyét dinh van tiép tuc nghi thitc
nay.

“Dao nay goi dau toc rung nhiéu qu4,” em néi.

“Tac dung phu ctia thudc a?”

Aki lang 1& gat dau.

“Buon that.”

T6i khong nén long dugc vieon tay ra nam lay tay em. Trong nhitng
lic thé nay, that sy t6i khong biét phai néi gi. D€ em voi b6t cam giac khé
chiu, t6i guong noi, “Aki c6 troc dau thi minh van yéu.”

Em tron mat nhin t6i.

“Co can phai néi minh bach ra vay khong?”

“Xin 16i,” t6i dap nhanh, roi giai thich tiép, “Trong c6 van, chi
minh bach ay nghia la d6t nhién, tam thoi, Aki con nhé khong?”

Aki guc mdt vao nguc toi khéc nitc nd nhw mot dia tré. Viec xay ra
qua bat ngo. To6i boi ro6i khong biét phdi lam sao. D6 1a lan dau tién toi thay
em khoc. Khong biét tinh trang mat 6n dinh cdm xtdc nay la bénh tinh gay
ra hay tdc dung phu cta thi thuéc em dang dung nita. Chi 1a, lic nay toi
cling da 10 mo cam thdy bénh ctia em khong chi la bénh thong thuong.
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Khuon mat Aki gay di ro rét. Em khong an noi thit gi vi lic nao cling thay
bu6n nén. Ca ngay chang c6 lic nao thodi mai, dirng noi la nhin thay thirc
an, tham chi ngi mui com da khong sao chiu n6i. Nhitng lic nghiém
trong, chi can nghe thay tiéng xe day thitc an cling da khién em khong thé
chiu dugc. Bac si da ké cho Aki thuéc chong non, nhung gan nhw khong
hiéu qua. DE tri liéu thi phai uéng nhitng thi¢ thudc c6 tac dung kich thich
twong d6i manh, diéu nay thi c6 thé twdng twgng duwgc, nhung rat kho lién
hé v&i bénh “thiéu mau”. Vay rét cudce la dang tri bénh gi day?

Toi da tra tiv “aplastic anemia” trong ti* dién y hoc. N6 dugc xac
dinh nghia la mgt chitng bénh thiéu mau do tiy xwong khong thé tao ra cac
té bao mau. Pung nhu bac si gidi thich cho Aki. Phuwong phap chira tri la
truyén mau va kich thich t6 steroid, dot nhién anh mat t6i dirng lai & trang
tiép theo. Mdau trang. To6i nhé lai tdm bwu thi€p yéu cau bai hat minh da gri
h6i cap hai. Liéu c6 phai tro dua vo tam do6 cua t6i gio da bién thanh hién
thue va roi xuéng dau Aki? To6i dep y nghi phi ly ay ra khéi dau va doc
phan miéu ta can bénh trong tr dién y hoc. Nhwng noi an han rang diéu ay
sé irng nghiém c1r 1an khuat mai trong long khong sao tan di dugc.

Gidng nhu nhitng gi Aki lo sg, toc em bat dau rung nhiéu. Vi mai t6c em
von dai, nhitng cho téc bi rung rat dé nhin thay. Hon nita, cung vdi viéc tri
liéu kéo dai, tinh than em ciing ngay cang thém sa sut.

“Thudc chang c6 tac dung gi ca, lo qua di mat,” em noéi, “tac dung
phu nhiéu nhuw thé ma chang thdy d& hon chit nao, vay titc la chang co
thu6c gi tri dit bénh cta minh dwoc.”

“Bay gio bénh gi cling chita dwgc cd,” t6i noi, tham nghi vé nhitng
gi doc duoc trong tir dién y hoc. “Dac biét 1a bénh cta tré con.”

“Muoi bdy tudi ma con la tré con a?”
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“M6i mudi sau tubi ma.”

“Sap muoi bay r6i.”

“Thé nao cling duoc, thi & khodng gitta tré con va ngwoi 16n.”

“Vay co hoi cua minh la nam muoi nam muoi nhi.”

Chtng t6i im lang trong khoanh khac.

“Co khi sap phat hién ra thudc thich hgp véi bénh cua Aki cling
khong chung.”

“That khong?” em nwa tin ntra ngo hoi.

“H6i cap mot, minh cling bi viém phoi phai nam vién. Ho6i dé thudc
gi cling chang hiéu qud. C& thtr di thtr lai mai, cudi cung cling tim dugc thi
thudc ding. Hoi ay cha me c twdng minh khong song ndi, lo 1am day.”

“Chi mong ho cling tim ra thuéc cho minh nhanh nhanh mot chuit
giong Saku-chan. Ctt thé nay, c6 khi thuoc chwa tim dwgc, co thé da khong
chiu no6i r6i.”

“Gia ma minh 6m thay Aki thi t6t qua.”

“Néu phdi trdi qua nhitng gi minh dang chiu dung, Saku-chan sé
khong noi thé dau.”

Bau khong khi trong phong dwong nhu ran nit.

“Minh xin 16i,” Aki yéu 6t néi. “Co 1é diéu minh s¢ nhat khong phai
bénh tinh khong thé chita khoi ma la tinh cach bi bénh tinh lam cho bién
do6i. Néu minh khong con 1a minh trong qua khi nita, lam ban thay ghét, thi
minh that sy khong biét phai lam sao nita.”

Ngay hom sau, Aki chao dén t6i v6i chiéc mi len mau hong trén
dau.

“Sao thé, sao lai doi mii?”

Em céi mii ra, cwdi mot cach tinh quai. Toi ha hc miéng kinh ngac.
Trong em nhw mot nguwdi khac. Aki cat toc ngan roi. Chi trong mot dém,
mai téc Aki da ngan téi mirc gan nhw la dau troc.

“Minh nho ho cat thé nay day,” Aki cha doéng lén tiéng trudc.
“Nguoi ta bao két thuc diéu tri toc sé moc lai, dai nhw trede dy. Hét cach
16i, tr gio tdi khi ay danh phdi chuyén tam phoi hgp diéu tri thoi.”

“Quyét tam roi nhi?”
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“Pau trui toc réi van khong ghét minh chi?”

“Lam gi ma trui.”

Duong nhw ngit diéu caa t6i lam Aki thdy bat an, em im lang khong
noi gi nira.

“Khong phai 1a trén doi nay con cé ni ¢6 hay sao?” hoi 1au sau, em
mdi 1én tiéng.

“Ni c6 a?”

“Tredc khi bi bénh minh da nghi r6i, néu Saku-chan chét trudc,
minh sé di tu.”

“Aki nghi gi vay?”

“Con gi nita, minh khong thé hinh dung duwoc sé két hén, cé con,
lam me va song dén gia v&i mot ai khac khong phai Saku-chan.”

“Minh ciling khong thé hinh dung la sé két hén, c6 con va lam cha
v&i bat ct ai ngoai Aki. Vi vay Aki ma khong khée lai 1a khong xong dau.”

“Phai r6i,” em x0a x0a mai téc ngan. “Co6 xinh khéng?”

Sksk sk sk sk

Tw khi cat téc ngan, chitng bu6n nén caa Aki cling thuyén giam. C6
1é co thé em da bat dau quen thudc. Hodc c6 thé do thai do tich cyc doi voi
viéc tri bénh cua em khién tinh than 6n dinh khong chitng. Mac du em van
chura an dugc mot bita nao cho ra bira, nhung hoa qua, thach, nwéc cam va
nhitng mau banh mi nho nhé thi cé thé an duwgc roéi. Em cling bat dau doc
sach trd lai, moi lan mot chit. Em rat hitng thu véi thé gidi quan va cudc
song truyen théng cuia thé dan Uc.

“Tredc khi hai qua hay ngat cay, ho dung tay lam 1ay mét lat,” em
nghiém trang ndi, “khong khoé hiéu lam phai khong... qua nay van con
xanh chwa an dwgc, qua nay da chin, chuan bi an dugc roi...”

T6i pht ban tay 1én mat Aki.

“Ngudi van con dang 1én chwa an dwgc.”

“Nay, minh dang n6i nghiém tic day.”

“Aki nghi thé dan an gi?”

“Thit chim va ca... qua hach, hoa qua va thyc vat.”
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“Chuot tdi, than lan, ran, cd sau, sdu bo, may thit 4y minh chang
muon an dau.”

“Y Saku-chan la gi vay?”

“Lam tho dan thi khong thé an puat dinh hay banh quy x6p gi dé
dau.”

“Sao ban lic nao ciing nghi dén vat chat nhu vay?”

“Tho dan chang phai ai cling t té€ nhw Aki nghi!” T6i ké lai sy that
minh da thdy trong chuyén du lich. “M&t s6 nguwdi bién chat té hai 1am, ban
ngay ban mat uéng rugu, roi c bam lay du khach xin tién.”

Aki n6i gian néi, “Pay la ho bi ép phai lam thé thoi.” Néi xong, mot
luc 1au sau cling khong chiu mé miéng ra nita.

Van dé khong phai 1a tho dan, sau khi ra khéi bénh vién, téi tham
nhu, cach séng va thé gidi quan cuia ho la ly twéng trong long em, mdot giac
mo ma em mudn dung hgp cd sy ton tai ctia minh vao trong dé. Hodc c6 1é
la m6t hy vong, lam cudc song vGi bénh tat cia minh thém thi vi.

Mot lan khac em néi vdi t6i, “Ho tin rang bat ¢ thit gi ton tai trén
thé gidi nay déu c6 ly do cua nd.” “Moi thi ton tai trong vii tru déu c6 mot
muc dich, khong thé nao dot nhién bién di hay c6 gi bat ngd. Nguoi ta goi
ching nhv vay la vi chwa ly gidi dugc. Co nghia la, con ngudi con chwa dua
tri tué dé ly giai nhitng diéu ay.”

“Vay tré so sinh mac bénh khong cé nao ciing cé ly do dé sinh ra
trén doi nhi?”

“Nghia la sao?”

DPira tré sinh ra da khong c6 ndo r6i dy. Minh da nghe néi dén mot
ké hoach st dung tim ching dé cdy ghép cho nhitng dita tré dang bi bénh
tim giay vo. Phai chang nhin vao day cé thé thay dwoc ly do vi sao nhitng
dita tré mac bénh khéng nao dwgc sinh ra trén doi nay?”

“Minh nghi diéu nay hoi khac mét chut. Ly giai khong phai la 1gi
dung.”

Khuon mat Aki lic nao cling xanh xao vi bi chitng thiéu mau hanh
ha. Em tiép tuc phai truyén mau. Téc em da rung gan hét.

“Nguoi chét cling c6 1y do, Aki nghi vay a?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Co.”

“Néu c6 ly do va muc dich chinh dang, vay tai sao con phdai né
tranh?”

“Bdi vi ching ta van chwa thuc sy hiéu dugc cai chét.”

“Nh¢ lan ching ta néi vé thién duong khong? Aki da néi la khong
tin vao thién dwong hay thé gidi bén kia.”

“Minh c6 nhg.”

“Néu noi cai chét cia con ngudi c6 y nghia, ma lai khéng cho rang
thé gidi bén kia va thién dwong ton tai, chang phaéi c6 hoi khong hop logic
sao?”

“Tai sao?”

“B@i vi nguoi chét tire 1a hét roi. Néu khong c6 budc tiép theo, chét
khong thé c6 y nghia gi ca.”

Aki nhin ra ngoai ctta so, twa nhu dang suy tu nhitng diéu t6i vira
néi. Lau dai mau trang thap thoang an hién trong nhitng tan cay sum sé tuoi
tot trén ndi Shiroyama, vai con diéu hau chao Iwgn phia trén.

“Minh ay a, cam thay thé gidi nay thit gi cling c6 r6i,” cudi clng
AKki cling cat tiéng, tt* nglt chon lya rat can than. “Th gi cling co, tic la
chang thiéu thit gi nita. Vi vay khong can phai xin Chia Troi nhitng thi bi
thiéu, hodc lén thién duwong hay di sang thé gigi bén kia tim kiém thi gi,
b&i cai gi thi cling c6 hét r6i. Quan trong la phai phat hién ra né.” Em
ngung lai giay 1at, r6i néi thém, “Nhitng thit & dady khong c6, minh nghi sau
khi chét di cting khong cé dau. Chi nhitng thit bay gio & day cd, chét di r6i
mdi tiép tuc ton tai. Kho biéu dat qua...”

“Tinh yéu cua minh danh cho Aki dang ¢ day ngay luc nay, sau khi
chét di cling van con mai phai khong,” t6i tiép 10i.

“Pung 16i,” Aki gat dau. “P¢é la nhitng gi minh mudn néi. Vi vay
chang c6 gi phai buén rau hay s¢ hai ca.”

3
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T ctra s6 cia quan ca phé trong bénh vién, téi thdy bau troi day nhitng
dam may nang né xam xit. Ngoi doi dién véi me Aki lam t6i thidy hoi hoi
hop. Hai coc ca phé trén ban da bat dau ngudi.

“Vé bénh cua Aki,” me Aki tir ndy van dang néi chuyén van va,
bong dot ngdt chuyén cha dé. “Sakutaro, chau cé biét bénh mau trang
khong?”

Toi khé gat dau. Tim toi bat dau loan nhip, cdc mach mau duwong
nhw bi mot dong rwgu lanh bu6t len 16i chdy vao.

“Vay thi, chac chéau ciing biét la chuyén gi ro6i,” bac gai noéi, nhap
mot chit ca phé. “Cé 1é chau cling doan dugc, Aki bi mau trang. Gio dang
dung thudc dé tiéu diét cac té bao ung thw, vi vay Aki mdi buoén non va
rung toc.”

Nhw muén quan sat phan @ng cta t6i, me Aki ngang mat 1én. T6i im
lang gat dau. Bac thd dai mot tiéng va tiép tuc.

“Nho c6 thuoc, hinh nhw da loai tri dwgc rat nhiéu té bao ac tinh.
Béc si bao bénh tinh sé c6 chuyén bién tot trong mot thdi gian va tham chi
c6 thé ra vién. Nhung khong thé tri dit mot 1an duwge. Mot 1a do dugce tinh
qua manh, hai la trj liéu nhw vay budc phai l1ap di lap lai may lan. Thoi gian
ngan nhat la hai nam, ma xem tinh hinh cé khi nam nam cfing nén.”

“Nam nam?” t6i thang thot bum miéng lai. Noi dau dén nay sé kéo
dai thém nam nam nita u?

“V1i vay, gia dinh da ban vdi bac si roi, khi Aki tam khoe lai, sé dan
con bé sang Uc choi mot chuyén. N6 mong ky du lich cudi cdp nhu vy ma
cling khéng di dugc. Bénh tinh tai phat, né sé lai phai nam vién chuyén tam
diéu tri. Néu c6 thé, hai bdc muén dan né di truede khi viéc ay xdy ra.” Bac
gai ngirng lai va nhin téi. “Vay nén bac muon ban v&i chdu mot chuyén,
néu c6 chau di cling, chic Aki s& vui 1&m. Y chau thé nao? Tat nhién néu
chéau dong y, cac bac sé dén xin phép cha me chau...”

“Chéau sé di,” t6i tra 16i khong chit do du.

“T6t qua, cdm on chau,” me Aki tyva ho yén tam dwoc phan nao.
“Chac chan Aki sé rat vui. Con nita, trong thoi gian nay chau dirng néi vdi
Aki vé bénh tinh ctia né nhé, day ciing la y cta bac si, ci n6i bénh aplastic
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anemia la dwoc ro6i. Tat nhién, cai ngay phai néi that véi nd, sém mudn gi
cling dén thoi, du sao thi cling phai song véi bénh tat trong mdt thoi gian
dai. C6 diéu, cac bac mudn khi nao diéu tri hét mot giai doan thi m&i néi
cho Aki biét.”

T6i dung may tinh trong thw vién tim tat cd nhitng quyén sach noéi
vé bénh mau trang va xem qua tat cd. Du tra ctu cu6én nao, qua trinh sau
khi phat bénh va phuwong phap tri liéu cling giong hét nhw cudc song trong
bénh vién ctia Aki gan mot thang nay. Nhitng tdc dung phu ma em phai
chiu dung la két qua ctia hoa tri liéu. Thudc tan cong té bao bach cau mang
bénh, dong thoi cling pha hiy nhitng té bao bach cau binh thwong, khién
em rat dé bi nhiém trung. Gio t6i da hiéu vi sao t6i lai phai mdc do phong
hé nhu thé khi vao gap em. Mot quyén sach néi rang, ngay nay c* mudi ca
mac bénh mau trang thi cé bdy ca c6 thé tam thoi thuyén gidm, trong do
cling c6 vai nguoi tri ddét hoan toan. Vay c6 nghia la, ca vdi y hoc ngay nay,
cac ca phuc hoi hoan toan van con rat hiém.

Trén dwong tir trrong vé nha, ngang dau lén, toi thady nhitng dam
may trang sang ruc rd dwdi vang mat troi mua dong. Toi dirng budc, ngay
ngwoi ngdm may mot lic lau. T6i nhd lai nhitng dam may triv day nudc
mua hai dia trong thdy khi ¢ trén hon ddo nho hoi nghi hé. Lan da twoi
sang va co thé khoe manh cua Aki, gio chi con 1a hinh anh trong qua khi.
Trong mot ldac 1au t6i khong nghi dugc diéu gi. Tiéng chuong xe dap leng
keng dang sau it nhiéu dwa toi trd lai hién thye. Khi ngang 1én nhin bau troi
lan nita, goc do mat troi da thay doéi, cac ddm may cling dan tré nén am
dam phan nao. Thoi gian tr6i that nhanh va tan nhan qua. Hanh phiic ciing
nhv nhitng ddm may luén luon thay hinh déi dang kia, khi thi r@c r& anh
vang, lic lai xam xit khong mau, khong bao gid c6 dinh trong mot trang
thai. Nhitng khoanh khac huy hoang nhét cling vut qua trong chép mat, twa
nhu bén cot tréu nguoi, khong sao ngo dugc.

Toi bat dau cé théi quen tham khan nguyén treede khi di nga. Gio toi
da khong con ban khoan xem Chua Trdi c6 ton tai hay khong. T6i can mot
ai d6 nhu Chuda Troi lam d6i twgng cho minh cau khan. Néi la khan cau,
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nhung trao doi cé 1 chinh xac hon. T6i mudn trao doi vdi dang quyén nang
tuyét doi nam ngoai tam hiéu biét ctia con nguwdi: néu Aki hoi phuc, Nguoi
c6 thé mang toi di thay em. Vi tri cia Aki trong long t6i that qua 16n lao,
con ban than thi chdang dang nhac tdi. Twa nhitng vi sao bi &nh mat trdi ruc
rd lam lu mo vay.

Hang dém t6i déu cau nguyén thé ro6i chim vao giac nga. Nhung
moi sang thitc day, t6i van khde manh, nguwoi bi bénh tat giay vo van la
Aki. Sy dau dén la cua em chi khong phai caa toi. Puong nhién toi cling
dau dén, nhung d6 chang qua chi la dung cach ctia minh cam nhan noi dau
ctia em ma thoi. T6i khong phai Aki, cling khong phai 1a néi dau cia em.
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Bénh tinh ctia Aki cit giang co ltc t6t lic xdu. Tam trang cua em ciing theo
dé6 Iic chim lic néi. Coé nhitng ngay em vui vé néi chuyén dua thi, cling cé
hém nhin 1a biét ngay em dang budn rau chan nan, t6i néi gi cling khong
buon tra 10i. Nhitng ltic nhw vy, t6i c6 cam gidc duwong nhw Aki khong con
can t6i nita, va khodng thdi gian trong phong bénh vdi em dwong nhw cling
trd thanh mot nhiém vu kho long thye hién.

T6i doi chiéu véi kién thitc doc dugce trong sach, doan rang c6 thé
phan &ng ctia Aki véi hoa tri liéu khong duwgc tot lam. Néu phuwong phap
nay khong c6 hiéu qua, vay thi trir phi cady ghép tiy xwong mdi c6 hy vong
chita khéi. Nhitng lic Aki vui vé, hai dita thwong ngoi xem sach hwéng dan
du lich va ban tan vé Uc. Nhung c6 thé di dugc hay khong thi ca hai ching
toi déu ntra tin ntta ngo. Sau lan do, me Aki cling khong nhac dén chuyén
nay lan nao nita.

“Piéu tri ma da kinh khing thé nay, chac han la bénh minh khong
nhe dau.” Aki nam trén giwong, hai mat nham nghién, dwong nhw em kho
chiu lam.

“Du bénh khéng nhe di nita, ciing chac chan tri dugc thoi, thé nén
md&i phai diéu tri kiéu kinh khing thé nay chi.” T6i c6 hét sitc giai thich dé
em nhin hién thyc theo hwéng twoi sang hon. “Néu khong c6 co may phuc
hoi, chang phai sé diéu tri theo kiéu nhe nhang cho ranh hay sao?”

Nhung em khong nghe kiéu logic d6. “Minh thwdng xuyén mudén
tron khéi bénh vién,” em nhdn manh. “Hinh nht minh chang con tam tw
diéu tri nita roi, ngay nao ciing hoang hot bat an.”

“C6 minh ¢ bén Aki ma.”

“Ban & day con d&. Nhung sau khi ban vé, an com t6i xong roi dén
gio tat den, minh cam thay kho chiu lam.”

Aki bi s6t cao nén mdy ngay lién ching t6i khong duwgc gap nhau.
Hinh nhuw em bi nhiém trung vi s6 lwgng té€ bao bach cau giam manh. Em
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da dung khang sinh, nhuwng con s6t van khong ditt. Toi bat dau thay nghi
ngo phuwong phap diéu tri ciia bénh vién. Me Aki ndi r6i, hoa tri liéu c6 thé
lam bénh tinh tam thoi thuyén gidam mot thoi gian. Nhung dgi mai cling
khong thdy em dugc ra vién. Nhw vay tirc 1a van chwa thé thuan lgi di dén
trang thai tam thoi thuyén giam. La bénh cua Aki qua ndang hay phuwong an
diéu tri cia bac si khong 6n? Cho du thé nao, cit tiép tuc thé nay thi co thé
cta Aki sé suy kiét triedc khi tién trinh diéu tri két thiic mat.

“Minh nghi minh sap chét roi,” gap lai t6i sau mot thoi gian dai xa
cach, em thot 1én nhu vay véi do6i mo6i van con tham dé vi sot cao.

“Lam gi 6 chuyén do.”

“Minh ct c6 dy cam nhu vay.”

“Khong duwgc nan long nhw thé chiy,” t6i tinh cao giong.

“Pén ca Saku-chan ciing quat minh nita,” Aki a rii cui dau.

“Chang ai quat Aki ca.” Noi xong, toi méi suwc nghi ra, bén hoi, “Ai
quat Aki vay?”

“Tat ca moi nguwodi,” em nobi. “Bao minh phai phan chan, bAo minh
phai an nhiéu vao, bdo minh phai tang cuwong thé lyc... Minh néi chi buon
noén chang an dwgc thi gi, thi ho bao diy la tai minh khong uéng thudc.
Nhwng lic buon nén thi lam sao udng thuéc dugce.”

Khi dy, c6 vé Aki da biét minh mac bénh gi. Xem tinh hinh nay,
nguoi khac khong noi, ban than em chac ciing hoan toan hiéu duoc.

“Gi0o minh van chwa hinh dung duwgc minh sé chét thé nao. Vay ma,
cai chét dang & ngay tredc mat.”

“Sao lai bi quan nhv vay chit?” Taoi tha dai.

“Sang nay nghe bac si giai thich két qua xét nghiém mau,” em
dwong nhw dang c6 chitng minh sy bi quan ctia minh la c6 co s@, “Ong ay
bdo van con té bao bénh, van phai dung thudc tri liéu. Té bao bénh do, chac
chan la té bao bénh mau trang r6i.”

“Aki c6 hoi bac st khong?”

“Khong dam hoi, sg lam.” Em tram ngam noi tiép, “Tw do6 dén gio
ho da cho minh dung da cac loai thudce réi, nhwng van chua trir duwgc cac té
bao mang bénh. D€ tiéu diét cac té bao bénh ay, chac co 1€ phdi st dung
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thuéc manh hon nita. Van dé ¢ cho minh thé la minh khong con chiu noi
nita. Tiép tuc thé nay, bénh con chwa khoi thi da bi thudc hai chét r6i.”

“Minh nghi khong phai la thuoc chwa da manh, ma la thuéc chwa
ding bénh thoi. Vi vay, khi dung loai thudc khac, chwa chac tac dung phu
da nhiéu nhw vay dau.”

“Phai vay khong day?” Aki nghi nggi mot 1at, roi thé dai vi khong
thé dwa ra dwoc két luan. “H6m qua minh van tin rang minh sé khoe lai.
Nhung gio thi cdm thay tham chi s6ng thém mot ngay nita ciing that kho
sQ.”

Trén duong tir bénh vién vé nha, linh cdm sé mat Aki mai mai do
nhoe ra nhv muc trong dau t6i. Bong nhién, y nghi mudn bé trén t6i noi
nao do xam chiém y thitc cta t6i. Tron dén mot noi that xa! Pén noi co thé
quén hét moi thit. Lic nay day, toi dang di trén con duwdng ma méi chi cach
day vai thang, t6i va Aki van cung rao buéc bén nhau. Dy cam hai dira
khong thé nao cung di trén con dwdng nay nita tita ho mot hinh anh ¢t bam
mai khong roi.

AKi st dung mot loai thu6c méi, tdc dung phu van rat manh. Sau
khi b6t duge cam gidc buén nén mét chit, thi miéng lai 16 sung 1én khong
sao an dugc gi. Aki danh phai truyén nuéc dé duy tri dinh duwdng.

“Pugc roi,” Aki lam bam tw n6éi mot minh.

“Pugc cai gi?”

“Du bénh nay khong thé chita khéi, minh nghi k¥ ré6i, minh sé hoc
theo thai do séng cta thé dan Uc. Moi vat ton tai déu cé 1y do, vay thi bénh
ctia minh chac chan ciing c6 1y do cta né.”

“Con nguwoi bi bénh, la dé chién thang bénh tat va trd nén manh mé
hon.”

“DPuwgc roi,” em lang 16 nham mat lai. “Pwgc r6i. Minh mét véi
nhitng con dau lam ro6i, mét véi viéc dau 6c lic nao cling nghi dén bénh
lam ro6i. Uéc gi c6 thé cung ban di dén mot noi nao d6 khong ton tai bénh
tat nhi.”

Du néi vé hy vong, nhung giong em lai tuyét vong vo van. Biéu nay
khién toi budc 1én mot budce.
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“R0i hai dita sé di.”

Aki m& to doi mat nhin t6i nhw do héi noi d6 la dau. Ban than to6i
cling khong biét r6t cudc ching toi sé di dau. Co thé chi 1a mang nguyén
vong chay tron hién thyc néi ra thanh 161 ma thoi. Nhung ngay khoanh
khac t6i thot 1én cau dy, chinh t6i cling kinh ngac trwdc nhitng gi minh vira
noi, cam twong nhu nhitng 101 vira budt ra khoi miéng toi da vo tinh chi ra
con duwong twong lai cho hai dia.

“Nhat dinh minh sé dwa Aki ra khéi day,” t6i nhan manh thém lan
nita, “dén phut cudi cung sé lam nhv vay.”

“Lam thé nao?” Aki khan khan giong hoi lai.

“Minh sé tim ra cach. Minh khéng mu6n giong 6ng noi.”

“Ong noi?”

“Bat chau noi di trom mo Aki.”

Vé hoang mang hién 1én trong d6i mat em.

“Bon minh sé& dén Uc.” Pé em khéi hoang mang, t6i néi tring ra
lubn, “Minh sé khong dé Aki chét mot minh & noi nhu thé nay dau.”

Em nhin xudng, twa nhw dang suy nghi gi d6. Thoang sau do, em
ngang dau lén, nhin thang vao mat t6i va khé gat dau.
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Aki ngay cang yéu hon. Téc em gan nhw da rung hét. Nhitng not xuat huyét
mau tia xudt hién trén khap co thé. Tay va chan em bat dau phu thiing.
Khong con thoi gian dé chan chiwr nita roi. Toi bat dau suy nghi mot cach
nghiém tic vé viéc di Uc. Tbi tién hanh thu thap théng tin va nghién citu
phwong an di chuyén. May man thay, ho chiéu va visa ching t6i c6 dugc tir
lan di du lich cung 16p van con hiéu lyc. Pau tién toi nghi tot nhat la chon
mot chuyén du lich tron géi c6 huéng dan vién di kem. Cach dé cé vé an
toan va chac chan nhat. Nhung thu tuc dang ky qua rac roi va ching toi sé
khong thé di dugc ngay. Hon nita, trong cudén huwéng dan con néi rang
nhitng du khach dwéi hai muoi tudi sé can thw dong y ctia ngwdi giam ho.

Mua vé may bay qua la vo cung dau dau. Aki 6m nhu vay nén di vé
giam gia sé rat nguy hiém. Nhung vé tron goi thi 1én dén bon trdm ngan yén
mot nguwoi. Viéc chon ngay khai hanh cling nan gidi. Lé di nhién la toi
khong thé hoi bac si cta Aki. T6i cling khong thé doan duwgc tinh hinh sttc
khoe ctia em sé nhu thé nao trong vong mot hodc hai tuan t6i.

“Minh muon di cang s6m cang tot,” Aki néi, “Chitng buon nén sé
hét khi minh khong diéu tri thudc nita, nhuwng minh sé yéu di néu cit phai
doi 1au. Minh muon di khi van con chut sic lue.”

Sau khi tim hiéu ky ludng, tdi cho ring mua vé Zone Pex! cua
mot hang hang khong Uc 1a kha thi nhat. Vi phuong 4n ndy, chiing toi chi
phai mat mét tram tam muoi ngan yén cho moi nguwdi. Va chi phai tra mét
khoan phi nhé néu hiiy chuyén bay vao phit cu6i. Rat kh6 xac dinh ngay
khaéi hanh vi con phdi xem xét tinh trang cia Aki. Néu trong treong hop
dén ngay d6 ma Aki khong di dugc, hai dita sé dugc hoan tra lai tién va doi
dén dip khac. Va lai, viéc dat cho ciing rat nhanh chéng vi c6 thé xac nhan
ghé trong qua hé thong may vi tinh.

Tuy nhién, van dé 16n nhat la tién. T6i sé phdi tra tién vé khi dat
cho, nhung tat ca tién tiét kiém cua toi chi c6 mot tram ngan yén, con lau
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méi du. Lam thé nao dé kiém duwgc so tién con lai? Ma phai ngay lap tiéc?
Toi chi nghi ra dugc mot giai phap.

“Nam trim ngan yén?” Ong t6i md tron mét khi nghe dén s tien.

“Chau xin 6ng day. Chau sé lam viéc that cham chi dé tra lai cho

“Chau can nhiéu tién nhw vay dé lam gi?”

“Ong dirng héi 1y do, dng ¢t cho chau vay tién di.”

“Lam thé sao dugc.”

Ong ndi rét Bordeaux dd vao hai céc va dwa cho tdi mot coc. Ong
than mat néi, “Nay Sakutaro, chau da biét bi mat cia ong. Ong da tin twong
chau. Ong da giao phé cho chdu y nguyén cudi cling cta minh. Vay ma
chéau khong thé chia sé bi mat cta chau vdi 6ng sao?”

“Chau xin 16i, nhung chau khong thé.”

“Tail sao?”

“Nguoi phu ni* ma 6ng yéu da chét, phai khong? No6i vé mot nguoi
da chét thi dugc. Nhung chau khong thé néi vé mot ngudi van con song.”

“Vay thi la chuyén trang hoa phai khong nao?”

“Khong phai nhu vay!”

Sau khi thot ra cau do, nhitng gi téi kim nén trong long bat dau tuén
ra nhu thac 1ii. Dot nhién, t6i bit dau khéc rat to. Ong béi réi nhin t6i. Toi
khéc kha 1au. Va khi ngiing lai, t6i nhap mdt ngum rwou. Ong khong hoi gi
toi nita. Hai ching toi tiép tuc udng trong im lang.

T6i han da thiép di trén ghé sofa. Khi tinh day, t6i thdy mdt tdm
chan dang dap trén ngudi minh. Lic dy da gan muwdi mot gio.

“Me chéau vira goi dién day,” ong toi ndi, ditt ra khdi quyén sach
dang doc. “Me chéu c6 vé lo lang lam. T6i nay cé ngu lai day niva khong?”

“Khong, chau vé nha.” T6i van con lo mo. “Mai chau phai di hoc.”

Ong nhin t6i hoi nghi ngoi. Cudi cling dng ditng ddy, mang ra mot
cuon so tiét kiém bwru dién tir phong bén canh va dat né 1én ban.

“Mat khau la Bém Giang sinh.”

“Sinh nhat chau a?”
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“Ong dinh ting n6 cho chau sau khi di vao dai hoc. Nhung cai gi
cling c6 thdi diém cta né. Ong khong biét chau can tién nay dé lam gi,
Sakutaro a. Chau khong muén cho 6ng biét cling khong sao. Nhung ong chi
muon chac chan mot diéu, cai viéc do, néu khdng lam ngay bay gio thi
chau sé hoéi han, cé phai khong?”

To6i im lang gat dau.

“Ong hiéu r6i,” 6ng qua quyét néi. “Vay chau cam lay di. Trong nay
co khoang mot triéu Yén.”

“That ch a?”

“Nhé phai luon hanh dong cho ding dan nghe chwa?” 6ng néi. “Bai
vi khong chi c6 rieng minh chau thoi dau, Sakutaro a.”

Sksk sk sk sk

T6i tim hidu moi thi¢ vé Uc. Tdi dd doc sach huéng dan du lich, héi
han cac dai ly 1& hanh, thu thap thong tin qua fax tr cac trung tam thong tin
du lich. Aki va t6i ban vé ké hoach bat ct khi nao cha me Aki khong cé
mat.

“Minh da dat vé ngay muoi bay thang Mudi hai,” toi noi.

“Vao dung sinh nhat minh u?”

“U, minh nghi d6 12 mdt ngdy may méan.”

Em mim cuwdi va cdm on téi bang mot giong yéu 6t.

“Sé khai hanh vao ban dém,” t6i gidi thich. “Vi vay bon minh phai
roi khoi day lic chiéu ta. Bung gio an t6i nén chac la dé tron ra ngoai. Bon
minh ra ga bang taxi, m6t khi da 1én tau roi thi coi nhw cam chac thanh
cong.”

Aki nham mat lai nhw dang twdng twong ra vién canh dé trong dau.

“Bon minh sé ngu dém trén may bay va tdi Cairns vao sang soém.
Ro6i di tim noi nao dé dé nghi ngai va 1én chuyén bay noi dia t6i phién da
Ayers. Minh nghi cé thé tim dugc mdt biét thy ré tién trong khu resort. Néu
Aki khong mudn vé, bon minh sé ¢ d6 dén chirng nao cling dwgc.”

“Minh da bat dau cdm thdy hai di¥a minh c6 thé t&i dwgc noi dé
roi,” Aki md& mat ra va thot 1én.

“Nhat dinh la t&i dwgc. Chang phai minh da hia 1a gi?”
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To6i rat tién tir sO tiét kiém cta ong va mua vé may bay tai dai ly I
hanh. T6i mua ca bao hiém du lich nita. Nhung rac r6i nhat la mua dé la
Uc, vi hau hét cac ngdn hang déu khong giao dich loai nay. Néu ma cé ngan
hang cta Uc hay New Zealand thi yén tdm, song tiéc 1a ho khong mé& chi
nhanh & cho ching t6i. T6i phai goi dién tgi tat ca cac ngan hang trong thi
trdn cho dén khi tim dwgc mdt cai. Sau dé, té6i nhanh chéng chuyén sang
séc du lich.

Chi con mot tré ngai cudi cung. D6 la bang cach nao téi lay dugc
ho chiéu caa Aki.

“Minh khong thé bao nguwdi nha Aki mang né dén day duoc.”

“Gia ma c6 anh chi em thi con nho va dwge.” Giong nhuw toi, Aki
cling la con mot.

Em bdo ho chiéu dé trong ngan kéo ban. Chac chdn n6 van nam do
vi em hiém khi dung dén. T6i da dén nha Aki vai lan, vi vay néu vao dugc
bén trong, viéc mang no di sé chang kho khan gi. Nhung van dé la phai
nghi ra dwgc mot 1y do thuyét phuc dé t¢i tham nha em.

“Chac minh phai lay trom mat thoi,” t6i noi.

“U, khong con cach nao khéc.”

“Lam thé nao dé 1én vao bay gio?”

“Minh s€ vé so do nha cho ban.”

Em vé sg d6 vao mot quyén v& va hudng dan toi cach thye hién vu
trom.

“Aki biét khong, c@ nhw thé minh chuyén lam may tro 1én lat nay
ay.” To6i nhd lai chuyén vao nghia trang b&i trom mo.

“Minh xin 16i,” em nai.

“Minh muon sém quay lai lam mot thang hoc sinh cap ba nghiém
chinh, Aki a.”

Ngay tiép theo, sau khi vao tham Aki, t6i ra mot quan ca phé nam
do6i dién vai bénh vién, dgi cha em di lam vé ghé qua. Quan ca phé nam
trén tang hai va quay ra dwong, tiv chi€c ban bén canh ctta s6 t6i cé thé
trong ro bai ddu xe. Toi biét dau la 6 t6 cia cha Aki, vi vay khong c6 kha
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nang t6i dé 18. Sau ding mot tiéng cho dogi, chiéc xe di qua cong trudc vao
bai dau. Lic do la gan bay gio. Sau khi chac chan cha Aki da xudng xe, t6i
lién roi quan.

T6i hoc toc phong xe dap dén nha Aki. D6 la mot can nha go véi
kién tric c6 dugc dung tr thoi 6ng Aki. Qua khoi nguwdng ctra, di xudng
nhitng bac thang kéo ket nam dang sau canh ctra lua la phong Aki. Can
phong do6i dién v&i mot cai ao. Néu di tir ngoai vao, phong ctia Aki giong
nhr mot tang ham, con néu nhin tr khu vweon dang sau, no lai tré thanh
tang trét. Vi ng6i nha nam trén mot con déc nén né maGi cé ciu tric phic
tap nhu vay. Theo huéng dan cua AKki, trwdc tién toi sé xam nhap vao vwon
qua hang rao, sau do thi pha canh ctta ctia gian nha kho canh b& ao. Bang
sau nha kho c6 mét 16i di bi chdan béi mét cai ta da cii. Loi di nay dan t6i
gian chita d6 nam trong ngoi nha chinh. Gian chita d6 nam sau lung phong
cua Aki.

Bén 1é canh ctta nha kho kha long 1éo nén chang cé van dé gi véi
toi. R6i bang cach nao dé, t6i cling xé dich duwgc cai tu cii. Sau khi loai bé
nhitng chiéng ngai vat theo hwéng dan ctia Aki va tién 1én, t6i da tdi dugc
can phong d6. Toi nhe nhang mé& cita. Can phong t6i om, mui dam moc
thoang thodng quén véi nhitng mui quen thudc. Toi bat dén pin va tim kiém
trong chiéc ban ctia em. Ngay lap titc toi tim thay quyén ho chiéu. Khi déong
ngan kéo, toi dé y thdy mdt vién soi trén mat ban. Nam chadt né mot lic, tay
toi quen dan v&i cam giac lanh ngat cua vién séi. To6i ty hoi lieu Aki cé
thinh thodng nam né trong long ban tay nhw vay khong.

Kéo rém sang mdt bén, toi thady cai ao. Nhitng con ca chép sac so
dang boi 10i tung tang trong anh den huynh quanh ngoai vwon. Toéi da ting
c6 lan ding day vGi Aki va nhin ra cai ao d6. Chang t6i lang 1é quan sat
nhitng con ca chép boi 16i thanh thoi xung quanh. Toi kéo rem va nhin
quanh phong Aki mdt lan nita. P46i dién cita s6 c6 mot chiéc ta quan éo.
Em néi vdi tdi rang so tiét kiém ngan hang nam & ngan kéo trén cung. Tién
Aki dé danh cho chuyén tham quan v@i 16p chac chan van con & trong tai
khoan. Thay vi m& ngan kéo doé ra, toi lai mé ngan khac. Ngan kéo nay
chita day 4o choang va 4o phong ctua Aki, tat cd déu dugc x€ép ngay ngan.
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T6i cam mot chiéc 4o 1én va dui mat vao d6. Mui huong nhé nhe cua Aki
lan v&i mui bot giat.

Mot khodng thoi gian kha dai da tr6i qua. To6i biét minh phédi mau ra
khoi day, nhung khong sao ctr dong dwoc. Toi ¢t mudn & day mai. T6i
muoén cam lén tay moi thit trong can phong nay, dui mdt vao ma hit lay
huwong thom cua ching. Mui hvong thoang thoang con sot lai caa Aki da
khudy 1én nhitng ky niém noi t6i. Trong khoanh khac, t6i ngdp chim giita
mot dong xody sang choi cua niém han hoan. B4 1a mot niém han hoan dep
dé, ngot ngao ty nhw c6 thé khién tirng thé tim nho bé rung 1én. T6i song lai
trong niém hanh phiic ctia nu hén dau, ctia cai 6m ghi ma hai dita trao nhau.
Nhuwng ngay sau dé, dong xody choi sang dy bi hiat xudng mot vire sau tam
toi, khong mot tiéng dong. Toi ditng ngdy ngudi trong can phong ma sang,
trén tay van cam chiéc 4o ctia Aki. Y niém vé thoi gian cia t6i da tré nén
lan 16n. T6i c6 do giac nhw thé Aki da that sw ra di, va t6i dang ditng trong
can phong nay dé nhat nhanh nhitng ky vat vé em. D6 la mot o giac ky
quai va vb cung song dong. Twa nhu dang hoi twdng vé twong lai. Hodc co
thé 1a mot tht déja vull?! véi twong lai. Rét cudc t6i ciing dit dwoc khoi
mui hwong cia Aki, cai mui hwong da ngdm vao tirng té€ bao minh, dé roi
can phong.

Sksk sk sk 3k

T6i thong bao véi Aki rang da 14y dugce ho chiéu ctia em.

“Bay gio thi bon minh chi viéc 1én duong,” em noi.

“Hau hét moi thit da san sang. Minh chi con phai mua mot vai thi
nho nho va dong do nita la xong.”

“Xin 16i Saku-chan vi tat ca nhitng chuyén nay.”

“Pirng c6 noi v van.”

“P6i khi minh c6 nhitng suy nghi ky la lam.” Aki tiép tuc nhw dam
chim vao y nghi ctia riéng minh. “Rdng liéu minh cé mac bénh that khong?
Chac chan la minh dang bi bénh, nhwng nhitng khi nam trén giwdng va nghi
dén Saku-chan, minh lai c6 cdm gidc nhw hai dita minh ltic nao ciing & cung
nhau, thanh ra khéng con cam thay bénh tat gi nita.”
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T6i nghién nat cdm xtc ctia minh gitta hai ham rang.

“Thé ma mdi r6i con phan nan la chang an uong dugc gi.”

“U nhi!” Em kh& cuoi thanh tiéng. “Gid minh cam thay la 1dm. Pau
6c minh tran ngdp nhitng suy nghi vé bénh tat, nhwng minh khong thé nghi
vé né mot cach ro rang. Minh chi muon thoat ra khoi day, muén dén tuyét
vong. Gio tham chi minh khong biét minh mu6n chay tron khoi cai gi nita.”

“Khong phai chay trén, chi la di du lich thoi ma.”

“U.” Em gat dau va nhdm mét lai. “Dao ndy minh hay mo vé Saku-
chan lam. Ban c6 bao gio mo vé minh khéng?”

“Hom nao minh cling dugc nhin thay Aki bang xuwong bang thit, can
gi phai mo chuw.”

Aki khé m@ mat. Toi khong con nhan thay trong do6 noi so hai hay
lo lang nita. Chung tran ngdp sy thanh than, giong nhv mot ho nuwéc tinh
lang nam sau trong ritng ram. Em héi, van gilt nguyén vé thanh than ay.

“Néu ban khoéng con dwgc thdy minh bang xwong bang thit nita thi
sao?”

T6i khong tra 10i. Toi khong thé trd 10i. Kha nang ay nam ngoai
twdng twong cua toi.

https://thuviensach.vn



6

Gio com t6i @ bénh vién bat dau sau sau gio, ngoai nguoi than trong gia
dinh ra, nhitng khach dén tham con lai déu phai ra vé. Trwdc sdu gio mot
chit, nhitng chiéc xe day ché do an xép thanh hang ngoai hanh lang cua
nha diéu tri. Bénh nhan ty lay suat an ctia minh roi dem vé an trong phong.
Vai nguoi trong s6 ho sé dirng lai dé do6 day tra tw chiéc siéu 16n dat &
buéng doi vao tach va binh git nhiét. Aki sé nhan co hoi 16n xon ay ma
trén ra khoi bénh vién.

Sau khi dén tham nhu thuwong 1€, tdi sang bén dwong doi trén tang
hai cua tiéem ca phé. Mot ldc sau, Aki tra tron vao trong dam khach khira
dang ra vé va roi khoi sanh chinh. Em khoac 4o len ra ngoai bo pyjama va
doi chiéc mii len yéu thich giong nhw moi khi. T6i rdi quan ca phé va dén
dwong mot chiéc taxi. Bung lic dé thi em di téi. Budc vao xe, tdi thong
bao dich dén cho ngudi tai xé dang té ra kha nghi hoac.

“Co van dé gi khong?”

“Minh gia vo di goi dién thoai, roi c thé di luon.”

“Trong ngwoi thé nao?”

“Khong phai lic sung sttc nhat, nhung khong sao.”

T6i da gidu san hanh ly dem theo trong ta gitr do ¢ san ga. Mot tui
do6 16n, hai cia tti nhé hon dé dem vao khoang hanh khach va mot céi tai
gidy c6 tat ca s quan ao can thiét cia Aki ma t6i da chuan bi. Mot ngan ti
khong du dwng hét nén t6i san thanh hai ngan. To6i 16i tat ca ra, han la mot
dong hanh ly kha kha.

“Aki phai thay by do dé di da,” t6i ndi, nhin em trong bo do
pyjama. “Co du quan do cho Aki thay & trong nay.”

“Tat ca la do Saku-chan chuan bi a?”

“Minh 14y trom &o so mi va do phong tir phong cta Aki. Nhung
quan jean va ao khodac thi la cia minh. Cé thé hoi rong mdt chit so véi
Aki.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Sau vai phtt thay do, Aki quay trd ra tir nha vé sinh.

“Khong dén ndi nao,” t6i nai.

“Cai nay c6 mui cta Saku-chan,” Aki noi khi dwa tay ao khoac lén
mui.

“C6 18 s& hoi lanh mot chit, nhung chi téi khi 18n tau théi. O Uc gio
dang vao he.”

T6i da mua san vé cho hai dita. Qua khoi ctra soat vé va dirng trén
san ga roi ma téi van khong khoi bon chon. T6i c6 cam giac nhw cha me
cta Aki sap stta chay xdc vao san ga. Khi rot cudc cling lén tau va tim duoc
cho ngoi, t6i méi nghi minh vira lam dwoc mot viéc 16n.

“Ctt nhv dang mo ay.”

“Pau phai mo.”

To6i 14y tir trong hop ra chiéc banh ngot t6i tranh thi mua lic cho
Aki. Chiéc banh hoi nhé, nhwng duwgc trang tri rat cong phu.

“Cho minh a?”

“Minh mang cd nén nita day. Nguoi ta bdo mot cay nén to twong
dwong v6i mudi tubi.”

T6i dat banh 1én dui Aki va cadm cdy nén to vao chinh gitta. Téi cam
bdy cady nén nhé thanh mot vong tron xung quanh.

“Gio thi cai banh toan 16 mat r6i,” t6i noi.

Aki mim cudi khong néi gi. T6i cham Itra bang chiéc bat ltra dung
mot lan. Mui nén khién cac hanh khach khac quay lai nhin ching t6i day
canh giac.

“Chuc mung sinh nhat.”

“Cam on ban.”

Anh nén phan chiéu trén cta s6 t6i den ctia tau dién.

“Nao, thoi nén di.”

Aki nang banh 1én ngang mat, chum maéi thoi. Mot 1an thoi khong
du, em phadi thoi tdi lan thi hai, thit ba méi tat hét ca tdm cay. Trong Aki c6
vé mét sau chirng 4y co gang.

“Ct thé ma an thoi, bon minh khong c6 dao.”
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T6i dwa em mot cdi thia bang nhira trong su6t. Loai thia ma hai dita
hay dung dé an banh put dinh. T6i an nhitng mot nita chiéc banh trong khi
Aki chi ném mot chiat va chang dung gi téi phan con lai.

“Nhung ma la nhi?”

“Cai gi co?”

“Thi cai tén Akil3) &y, néu sinh ngay mudi by thang Muoi hai, qua
muon dé tinh la mua thu.”

Em nhin t6i vGi vé mat nhu khong hiéu t6i dang néi gi.

“Néu tinh theo ngay sinh thi nén dat 1a Fuyuko!!4! hay Fuyumi chi?
nhi?”

Sksk sk sk sk

“Saku-chan a, ban luon nghi tén minh la mua thu a?”

Hai chung toi bat gidc quay sang nhau.

“Chan that,” em néi, vé v6 ciing ngac nhién. “Héa ra Saku-chan van
hiéu sai tén minh.”

“Hiéu sai?”

“Aki tén minh nghia la Hakuaki, Ky Phan Trang.” Em gidi thich.
“Ky Phéan Trang la mot ky dia chat, thoi ky ma cac loai dong vat va thuc
vat mdi xuat hién 6 at. Nhu 1a loai khing long hay dwong xi. Cha me dat
tén minh nhu vay la vi mu6n minh ciing phat trién manh mé nhw nhitng loai
sinh vat ay.”

“Phat trién nhw khuing long dy ha?”

“Ban khong biét that a?”

“Minh thi chi luén cho rang Aki nghia la mua thu théi.”

“Nhung ban phdi thay tén minh trong sé diém cua 16p ro6i chit.”

“H6i méi gap, minh ¢ nghi, 6, mua thu la mua nhanh d6i.”

“That khéo twéng twgng chua...” em cuwoi néi. “Nhung khong sao,
néu ban nghi vé minh nhu thé. C& coi ddy la cai tén riéng gitta hai ching
minh nhé. Tuy c6 vé khong giong minh lam.”

Sau mot vai lan dirng lai & cac ga doc duwong, con tau ti€p tuc chay
vé phia thanh pho c6 san bay quoc té. Ké tir dao di choi vieon bach thi hoi
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thang Nam, day la lan dau tién chuing t6i lai ngo6i bén nhau trén chuyén tau
nay. Lan ay la mot chuyén di ¢c6 muc dich. Lan nay cling khong phai la
khong c6 dich dén. Nhung gio day toi khong con dam chac la liéu noi dy cé
ton tai trén thé gidi nay khong.

“Minh vira nhan ra mot diéu hé trong.”

“Lan nay la diéu gi nita day?” Aki dit anh nhin khéi ctta so, quay
lai hoi.

“Ngay sinh cua Aki la muwoi bay thang Muaoi hai phai khong nao?”

“U, va ngay sinh ctia Saku 1a hai tu thang Mudi hai.”

“Co nghia la tv khi minh sinh ra, khong c6 giay nao la khong co
Aki trén doi nay.”

“Liéu co phai vay khong?”

“Thé gigi minh dugc sinh ra la thé gigi luén c6 Aki.”

Em nhiu may béi roi.

“Minh chwa tirng biét tdi cai thé gidi khong c6 Aki. Tham chi con
khong biét 1a n6 c6 ton tai hay khong nira.”

“Pung lo. Du cho minh khong con & day, thé gidgi nay van luon tén
tai ma.”

“Lam sao minh biét dugc chit?”

T6i nhin ra ngoai ctra s6. Chang thiy gi ngoai mot mau t6i den.
Chiéc banh dwgc dat trén chiéc ban nhé ché ghé ngoi soi bong trén 6 kinh
toi den.

“Saku-chan 0i?”

“Chi tai cai buu thiép dy,” t6i ndi nhw dé cd gat di giong noi cia em.
“Tai minh da viét ra diéu d6. Minh da gay ra bat hanh cho Aki.”

“Ban noi thé lam minh buén day.”

“Minh ciing bu6n chit.”

To6i lai dwa mat ra ngoai khung ctra t6i den. Chang thay gi. Ca qua
kht 1an twong lai... Chi c6 chiéc banh dang an dé giong nhw mot gidc mo
bat thanh.

“Minh da doi mai cai gidy phiat Saku-chan chao doi day.” Mat luc
sau, Aki no6i véi giong diém tinh. “Minh da dgi mot minh trong mot thé
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gidi khong co Saku.”

“Chi chtrng mot tuan théi ma. Aki thir nghi xem minh sé phdi song
thém bao lau nita trong cai thé gigi khong c6 Aki?”

“Cai bao lau do6 quan trong dén thé sao?” em héi lai bang giong diéu
nhu cua ngwoi 16n. “Khoang thoi gian minh & bén Saku-chan that ngan,
nhung vo cung hanh phtic. Bén mitc minh khong thé twdng twgng noi con
c6 gi hanh phtic hon thé. Minh nghi minh hanh phic hon bat ky ai trén thé
gigi nay. Ké ca gidy phut nay... Nhw thé la da. Saku con nhé lan hai dita
minh noéi chuyén véi nhau khong, rang moi thi treéc mat chdng ta lic nay
sé con mai ngay cd khi minh chét di?”

T6i thé dai o to va néi, “Aki chang cé chit tham lam nao.”

“Saku-chan sai r6i, minh tham lam cht,” Aki dap. “Bd&i 1€ minh dau
muon dé vudt khoi tay niém hanh phiic nay. Minh mu6n vinh vién cé né va
dem no6 theo dén bét ¢t noi nao.”

Nha ga ndm cach san bay khéa xa. Gio nay van con xe buyt, nhung
ching t6i don taxi vi khéng con thoi gian. Chiéc xe chay qua nhitng con
pho t6i 6m. San bay nam gan bién va cach xa thi trdn. Tat thdy nhitng ky
niém quy gia ma hai dta cung nhau gay duvng dwong nhw dang vun vut troi
qua ctta s0. C& nhu thé, chiing t6i dang lao vé hwéng twong lai ma chang
thé tim thdy mot hy vong nao & phia truéc. Thay vao dé, cang gan tdi san
bay, t0i cang tuyét vong. Cai qua khit vui twoi ay dau mat r6i? Tai sao thyc
tai lai don dau thé nay? No6i dau qué 16n khién t6i quén mat n6 chinh la
hién thuec.

“Saku-chan cé dem theo khan giay khong?” Aki hdi, mot tay dang
om lay mdii.

“Sao thé?”

“Minh bi chdy mau cam.”

To6i tim trong tdi 4o va ldy ra mot g6i khan gidy ciia mot hang cho
vay ca nhan vtra dugc phat khong trén pho.

“Aki 6n chi?”

“U, s& ngung ngay thdi.”
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Nhung ngay ca khi da xuong khaéi xe, mau van khong ngirng chay.
Khan gidy da w6t nhoét vi mau. Toi phdi 1ay trong tdi du lich ra mot chiéc
khan mat. Ap né lén miii xong, Aki ngdi xuéng chiéc sofa dit & sanh cho.

“Hay ta quay veé?” T6i bat dau lo sg. “Bon minh van cé thé hay
chuyén bay ma.”

“Khong, dwa minh di di,” Aki noi, giong em khong ro.

“Khong nén ¢6 gang qud, minh c6 thé di lai vao dip khac ma.”

“Néu khong di bay gio... thi chang con dip nao nita dau.”

Mat Aki xam ngoét. L.ong t6i nang triu noi bat an khi nghi dén viéc
rat c6 thé bénh tinh sé xau hon néu c dé em lén may bay trong trang thai
nay.

“Khong dugc, bon minh vé théi.”

“Minh xin day.”

Aki nam lay tay t6i. Ban tay ay bi phu va lam tdm nhitng vét ban
mau tim. T6i nam chat tay em va dé lai vét ngén tay minh trén dé.

“Pugc réi. Minh sé di lam tha tuc 1én may bay, Aki ngoi cho & day
nhé.”

“Cam on Saku-chan.”

T6i budc vé phia quay lam thua tuc cia hang hang khong. Toi dinh
s& bé mic tit ca va di Uc ciing Aki. Gid thi khong c6 gi 1am t6i sg dwgc
nita. T6i chang thé vé voi ra twong lai nao nita. Chi c6 hién tai la tiép dién
dén khon cung.

Ngay luc ay, t6i nghe thiy sau lwng minh mot tiéng dong. Toi quay
lung lai, Aki dang nga guc duéi chan ghé sofa.

“Akil”

Khi t6i chay t6i dwgc chdo em nam, moi nguwdi da bu kin xung
quanh. Miii va miéng cia Aki déu nhudom do vi mau. Em khong phan tng
gi khi t6i c6 goi tén. Qua mudn r6i, t6i nghi. Qua mudn cho moi viéc. Ca
viéc két hon vdi Aki lan viéc sinh ra nhitng dita con ctia ca hai. Qua mudn
cho giac mo cudi cung ma chi chit niva théi ching toi da dat duoc.

“Cttu ban ay v6i,” toi thot 1én vdi nhitng nguwdi dang vay quanh.
“Lam on hay cttu 1ay ban ay.”
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Nhan vién hang hang khong xuat hién. Hinh nhw ai d6 da goi xe ctu
thwong. Nhung ho dinh dwa em di dau véi thi d6? Chang thé di dau duoc
cd. Vi ching t6i da vinh vién dirng lai & noi nay.

“Lam on hay cttu 1ay ban ay!”

Tiéng t6i moi lic mot nho dan, cho téi khi chi con la mot 1oi thi
tham huwéng vé phia Aki dang nam bat dong. To6i khong néi vdi Aki hay
nhitng ngwoi xung quanh. Toi dang lap lai nhitng 151 thinh cau t6i mot dang
vi dai hon, bang giong n6i ma chi minh t6i nghe dwgc. Hay ctru 1dy Aki,
hay cttu ching con khéi noi nay... Nhung 10i thinh cau cta t6i khong vang
thdu. Chung t6i khong di dau dwoc nita. Chi c6 dém dang moi lic mot
khuya.

https://thuviensach.vn



7

Pa qua nita dém khi cha me Aki va cha t6i dén dugc bénh vién. Me Aki
liéc nhin t6i r6i quay di 6a khéc. Om vg trong tay, cha Aki khé gat dau véi
t0i qua vai ba. Hai ngwoi ho néi chuyén véi bac si & hanh lang r6i vao
phong bénh. Cha ngo6i xudng canh toi trén chiéc ghé bang, ong dat tay 1én
vai toi, chang noi gi.

Thoi gian nang né troi di. R6i cha mang cho t6i ca phé dung trong
chiéc coc giay.

“Néng ddy,” 6ng nai.

Nhung t6i khong thdy nong. T6i can than cam c6c ca phé va doi né
ngudi di. Néu khong lam thé, toi sé bi béng lwdi vi khong cam thay néng.

Sau ntra tiéng, cha me Aki ra khéi phong. Me Aki vira 1dy khan mui
soa bung mat vira quay sang toi noi trong nwdc mat, “Chau vao gap né di.”

To6i khoac do vo trung, déi mii va deo khau trang theo yéu cau cda
bac si. Aki dwgc dwa vao khu cach ly. Kim truyén cam trén canh tay va em
dang phai thd 6xy. Khi t6i cam lay ban tay bén kia, em khé m& mat. Trong
phong chi con lai hai chuing toi.

“Pén luc phai chia tay roi,” em néi. “Nhung ditng buén nhé Saku-
chan.”

To6i yéu 6t gat dau.

“Ngoai trr viéc co thé minh khong con & day nita, chang c6 gi dang
dé budn cd.” Dirng mot ltic, em néi tiép, “Minh c6 cam gidc thién dwong
thye s ton tai. Va thién dwong ay chinh la ¢ day.”

“Minh sé dén véi Aki,” toi chi ndi dugce vay sau mét hoi lau.

“Minh sé doi.” Aki gang guong nd mot nu cwoi. “Nhung ditng dén
qua sém. Ngay ca khi khong con & day, minh van sé luén & bén ban.”

“Minh biét.”

“Nh¢ tim ra minh nhé.”
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Hoi thd moi lic mot cue nhoc. Sau mot 1at 1dy hoi, Aki néi, “T6t
roi. B&i vi minh biét minh sé di dau.”

“Aki sé khong di dau ca.”

“U, ding vay.” Em nhdm mét lai nhu mot cai gt dau. “Y minh 1a
minh hiéu diéu dé.”

Aki dang roi xa téi. Ca giong noi, nét mat va ban tay td6i dang nam
lic nay...

“Con nhé ngay he ay khong?” Giong em nghe nhw dom Itta tan vira
16e 1én vi mot ngon gi6. “Lénh dénh trén bién trong chiéc thuyén nho ay...”

“Nh¢ chi...”

Aki dang néi diéu gi do, nhung t6i khong nghe thiy gi nita. Aki sap
ra di, t6i nghi. Em ra di va chi dé lai nhitng ky niém tya nhv manh kinh v&
sac nhon.

Pau t6i tran ngap hinh dnh vé mat bién xanh ctia mua he dy. Moi
thi déu & trong do. Chang thiéu diéu gi. Toi lwu git tat thady. Nhung néu co
cham vao nhitng ky niém do, tay toi sé tita mau. Toi wdc minh mai 1énh
dénh & d6, va cung véi Aki bién thanh nhitng tia sang lap lanh trén mat
nuoc.
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8

Cau tau noi 1én trong swong mu. Ching t6i c6 thé nghe thay tiéng séng nhe
nhang got rita dam da cudi trén bai bién. Tiéng chim hoét liu lo trén ngon
ndi sau lwng. Hinh nhw ¢6 rat nhiéu loai.

“May gio r6i?” Aki nam trén givong hoi.

“Bay rudi,” toi nhin dong ho, noi. “Pang c6 swong mu, nhwng chac
tan nhanh thoi. C6 vé sé la m6t ngay nang néng.”

Ching t6i mang d6 xudng dudi va rira mat bang nuwdc tir thung
chita. Sau do6 ching toi két thic bita sang don gidn v4i banh mi va nwéc hoa
qua. Van con ba tiéng tredc khi Oki dén. Chung t6i quyét dinh trong ltic
cho cau ta sé di doc bai bién.

Con mua dém qua khién khong khi mat mé hon so véi budi sang
thuwong 1€ cia mua nay. Con dwong dan ra bai bién trai bé tong, bay gio da
v0 thanh nhiéu manh nhd, ddm cé dai lé té moc ra t vét nit van con wét vi
tran mwa. Chung t6i thong tha dao budc trén bo bién, hau nhw chang noi gi.
Nhitng giot nw6c mua dong trén dam mang nhén duwdi mai ngoi nha ven
bién lung linh trong nang.

Aki nhat mot hon da nho @ mép nudc.

“Nhin nay, trong nhu dau meo ay.”

“Xem nao.”

“Cho nay la tai. Con day la miéng.”

“Pung that. Mang vé nhé?”

“U. Pé ky niém chuyén dén day cting Saku-chan.”

Sau do6 ching toi ngoi trén cau tau ngam bién. Thuyén cia Oki dén
dang gio hen.

“Xin 16i nhé, me t& khong dwgc khde,” cau ta vira tung sgi day
thirng vira noi.

“Bon t¢ xong roi ma.”

“Xong r6i?”
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Oki t0 mo nhin Aki. Em d6 mat nhin xudng.

“Minh di thoi,” t6i noi.

Mot dam may khong 16 dang cuon cudn trén bau trdi phia Dong.
DPinh ctia né tron ma mém mai tréng twa ngoc trai trong nang. Con tau do
Oki diéu khién lw6t di ém ru. Chiing t6i nhin thdy mot bai tam bén trai. Con
thay ca cai du quay 16n va dwong ray cta tro rong sat trong cong vién giai
tri. Ngon nui sau con mua dang tam trong anh mat troi. Mau xanh sam ctia
ritng sang 1én ryc rd. Bién lang, hau nhw khong c6 séng. Sita noi day trén
mat nwdc. Miii thuyén ré nwdc cung nhitng con sita va tién vé phia trudc.

“Cé nghe thay gi khong?” Aki dot nhién héi.

Thuyén dang & phia cwc Bac cia ddo. Nhitng tang da 16n nhé ra
bién, xung quanh ching, thap thoang nhitng phién da mau den nhon hoat.
T6i dang nghe nhung khong thay gi.

“Tat may di nao!” t6i hét 1én vai Oki.

“Cai gi co?” cau ta néi va tha 1édng can ga.

Khi dong co tat han, ching t6i nghe thdy nhitng tiéng u u. Ching
phat ra theo mot chu ky déu dan. Mot tht am thanh sén toc gdy, khong
giong bat ci thit gi t6i ti'ng nghe thay.

“Tiéng gi thé nhi?” Aki hoi.

“Hang dong ddy,” Oki tra 106i. “C6 mot cai hang & mép dao.”

Oki n6 may va bat dau cho thuyén tién lén. Nhung chi it lau sau,
vong quay cua may gidm dan. Cudi cung thi dong co dirng han véi mot
tiéng phich. Oki giat sgi day tho ra tt dong co ngoai dé khai dong lai.
Nhung cdu ta giat thé nao cling chi nghe thay tiéng khuc khue ctia dong co.
N6 khong chiu khai dong.

“Pé t& giat cho. Cau cam lay can ga.”

T6i bam chdt ban chan xuéng long thuyén va giat manh sgi day. Sau
vai lan, dong co bat dau khuc khac va khéi dong, nhung khi Oki xoay can
ga dé tang vong quay may thi dong co lai khwe khye va cam tit.

“Khong dugc ro6i,” Oki noi.

“Minh xin 16i. Chi tai minh doi héi vo ly.”

“Pau phai 16i cta Hirose.”
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“Pung ddy. Hay minh goi cttu hd qua radio?”

“Thuyén nay lam gi cé radio,” OKi tra 10i cdc 16c.

Con thuyén cham rai troi dat theo thiy triéu. Hon ddo mo gio trd
nén nho bé va xa x6i. T6i va Oki lay tudc no vit tir trong hdp dung cu vao
thdo 16p vo cia dong co ngoai ra nhing khong phat hién ra bi hong cho
nao.

“Chang c6 cho nao bat thwong ca,” Oki nhtin vai.

“Hay la chét dau?”

“Khong, dau con day.”

“Lam gi bay gio?” Aki lo lang néi.

“Sé c6 thuyén di ngang qua bay gio ddy,” Oki tran an.

Pau gio chiéu, troi bat dau d6 mwa. Chiang t6i nglra mat 1én troi
hitng mwa. Mwa tanh ngay titc khac, mat troi mua ha lai tiép tuc thiéu dot.
Chang c6 béng dang ctia bat cit hon ddo nao phia tredc.

“Nhin nhw thé nay, mat bién hoi c6 hinh vong cung.” Aki twta cam
1én man con thuyén, nheo mat ngdm dwong chan troi dang trdi réng ra @
phia truéce.

“Thi trai dat hinh cau ma,” t6i noi.

“La hinh cau thi tai sao nguwdi ta lai néi duwong chan trgi thang tap?
La that.”

“U nhi.”

“Co 18 do ngudi xwa quan niém rang trai dat la mot cai mam phang,
va dai duwong do xuéng nhu thac nwdc & noi tan cung thé gidi.”

Ba dita cham chu nhin vé phia dwong chan troi sang ruc. Thé roi
Oki kéu lén, “Thuyeén kia!” T6i va Aki quay dau lai thi thdy mot chiéc
thuyén danh cd dang huéng vé phia ching t6i.Ba dita dirng 1én huo tay.
Con thuyén gidm toc do va tién lai gan hon. Khi con cach chirng nam mét,
nguoi ngw dan ludng tudi ndi vai OKki.

“Co phai Ryunosuke ddy khéng?”

“Ngudi quen a?” toi hoi nho OKki.

“Bac dy la bac Hotta. Hang xém cua nha t6.”
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Oki gidi thich tinh hinh v6i bac Hotta. Sau do, Oki budc sgi day
thirng ma bac ném sang vao miii thuyén. Con thuyén ctia ching t6i dugc
kéo di béi mot chiéc thuyén danh ca.

“Thoat roi.” Oki thé phao.

“Nhin kia!” Aki han hoan thot 1én.

Nhin theo hwéng Aki chi, tdi thdy mét cau vong 16n xuat hién tai
lan ranh gitta nhitng ddm may muwa va bau trdi xanh tham. Cau vong m@
dan va di&t han ¢ phia chan troi. Phia bén kia cling khong déi xing dé co
thé lam nén mot hinh canh cung hoan chinh. T6i nhin cau vong khéng chép
mat. Nhin mai cho dén khi phan biét dugc nhitng mau sac khé nhan biét
nhat va t6i nhan thay cé vo s6 mau sac hoa lan véi nhau & giitta mau do va
mau vang, ¢ gitta mau xanh dwong va mau xanh luc. Nhitng chiéc moéng tay
duyén dang ctia con gié lam ching bong ra giong nhw 16p da lung rép 1én
vi cdi nang cudi he, con anh mdt troi lam ching tan vao khong khi. Bau troi
l6ng lanh nhw thé dugc rac day nhitng manh thay tinh.
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Pam tang ctia Aki duwgce t6 chitrc vao mot ngay lanh gia cud6i thang Mudi
hai. Ttr sang, nhitng ddm may mau xam da sa xuong thap, chang thay bong
dang mat troi dau. Rat nhiéu ban bé va thay co gido & truong dén du lé
tang. T6i chgt nhd dén dam tang c6 gido chu nhiém cta Aki mat vao dip
Giang sinh nam 16p chin. Khi ay Aki la ngudi doc diéu van. Vira tron hai
ndm. To6i khong cdm nhan dugc quang thoi gian hai nam d6. Khong dai
cling khéng ngan. Tya nhw t6i da mat hét khai niém vé thoi gian.

Khi mot hoc sinh dai dién 1én doc diéu van, troi do mwa da div doi.
Mura khién moi ngwoi tham dy hoi nhén nhao, nhuwng bai diéu van van
duwgce doc cho tGi cudi. Cé nhiéu ban gai 0a khoc. Sau do nghi thirc thap
huwong bat dau. T6i thap mot nén hwong, chap tay truedc ban tho theo ding
nghi 1é. Khi ngang dau lén, t6i thay di anh Aki tredc mat minh. Trong bic
anh, Aki la mot thiéu nit dep tuyét tran. Chinh vi thé, c6 gai dy chang cé
chut gi giong v6i Aki. Hay it ra, co6 ay khong giong v4i Aki ma t6i biét.

Hau hét moi nguwoi dén viéng déu chi tién Aki ra dén cong chua,
nhung riéng toi thi dugc di theo dén nha héa thiéu. T6i 1én chiéc minivan
ctia cong ty tang lé cung gia quyén. Ching t6i chdm chap bam theo xe chéd
linh cttu dang di dang trwdc. Choc choc lai c6 mot con mua tuyét va moi
lan nhw thé ngwdi 14i xe lai phai bat can gat mwa kinh treée. Nha hoa thiéu
ndm gitta nhitng ngon nui bén ngoai thi trdn. Chiéc xe bo 1én mot con
dwong nii c6 quanh c6 nhitng hang tuyét ting. Doc dudng, ching toi di qua
mot bai dat c6 nhiéu chiéc 6 t6 bi vitt bé da bién thanh sat vun. i ngang
qua ca mot trai ga. Y nghia vé mot Aki dwoc dem tdi chén cd quanh ndy va
sap bi dot thanh tro bui that mo ho.

Trong tam tri toi chi cé hinh bong cia mot Aki con dang khoe
manh. T6i dwa em vé lic chang vang t6i ctia mot budi chiéu thu nam 16p
muoi, toc em x6a dai trén vai, lam no6i bat 1én mau 4o trang. T6i van nhg
béng t6i va em in trén birc twong bao xay bang xi mang. T6i van nhé em da

https://thuviensach.vn



boi ngtra bén canh t6i mot ngay hé. Mi mat em nham chat trong nang, toc
em trdi dai trén mat nwdc, lan da trang noi c6 em lap lanh... T6i khong thé
chiu n6i y nghi la co thé ay sé bi dot thanh tro bui. T6i mé& ctra s6 xe, dé
khong khi lanh phd vao mdt minh. Nhitng giot khong phai tuyét cling
khong phai mwa dap vao mat toi r6i tan chdy. Gia nhw t6i c6 thé lam viéc
nay, viéc kia, roi viéc kia nita cho em. Nhitng y nghi kiéu dé ctt lan luwot
xuat hién roi tan bién nhw mua tuyeét.

Trong ldc thi thé em bi thiéu d6t, t6i duwgc nhitng nguwdi 16n chude
regu. Toi thit mot minh vong ra phia sau toa nha. Ngay mép twong la swon
ndi. Nhitng tham cé tia vang dao mua dong gio dang hoi sinh. Tro den bi
vt lung tung & mot noi giong nhw bai rac. Xung quanh im lang, khong cé
tiéng ngwoi hay chim chéc. Déng tai 1én, t6i cé thé nghe thay tiéng noi hoi
dang thiéu dot Aki mo ho vong tGi. T6i giat minh nhin 1én khong trung.
Trén d6 c6 mot 6ng khoi xay bang gach do va khéi dang pha ra tw cai
miéng hinh vuéng day bo hong.

Cam giac that ky qudc khi ngam nhin lan khéi bdc 1én tt ngon Itra
thiéu dot ngudi toi yéu quy nhat doi dang lang Ié téa vao bau trdi mua
dong. Toi ditng ddy mot lic 1au, doi theo dam khéi, lic den, lic trang. Khi
nhitng lan khéi cudi cling lan vao tang may xam, toi thdy trai tim minh
trong rong.

Nam thang troi qua, nhitng ngay Aki va t6i & bén nhau bién mat
cung to lich cii. Téi danh ca tuan dau cia nam méi xem ti vi trong phong
khach. T6i hiém khi ra khéi nha. T6i cling khong di 1é chua dau nam mdi.
Trén ti vi, nhitng ngudi ndi tiéng an van dep dé, hat va choi tro choi. T6i
khong nhan ra dwgc mat cling nhuw tén cta ho. Chiéc ti vi mau cta to6i
khong c6 mau. Bam nghé si dang reo ho, cwdi néi chi con la nhitng khoi
hinh den trang trong mat t6i. Thé r6i ho tan chdy vao mot khung céanh la
lam cung véi sy tinh lang dén nhitc 6c.

Cudc song moi ngay cua t6i giong nhw s lap di 1ap lai nhitng cudc tw t roi

hoi sinh tinh than. Mai t6i treede khi di nga, t6i déu wdc minh sé khong tinh
lai. Hodc it ra, t6i khong muon tinh ddy trong thé giéi khong cé Aki. Nhung
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khi troi sang, t6i ludn luén thitc day véi mot thé gidi lanh 1€o, trong rong va
thiéu vang em. Va toi hoéi sinh giong nhw Chua Jesus day tuyét vong. Mot
ngay mai bat dau, to6i sé an com va néi chuyén véi moi ngudi. Néu troi
mua, t6i sé x0e 0 va hong khd quan do wét. Nhung chang diéu gi c6 nghia
v6i t0i. Twa nhw nhitng phim dan dwong cam bi danh loan nhip dang phat
ra nhitng am thanh 1on xon.

To6i thwong mo thady Aki va minh 1énh dénh trén mot ving bién yén
binh. Em dang néi vé duong chan troi. Rang liéu c6 phai duong chan troi
duwgc goi nhw thé tir khi ngwdi ta tin rang bién la mot mat phang giong cai
mam, va no trut xuéng nhw mot thac nwdc & noi tan cung thé gigi? Toi tra
10i rang ké ca ding la nhw thé thi noi tan cung caa thé gidi cling & rat xa, xa
t¢i mitc khong mot con thuyén nao cé thé di t6i dugc, thanh ra né ciing
giong nhu khong ton tai vay. Khi to6i vira néi vira ngoanh lai phia sau thi
thay bién dang d6 xudng cach do chi vai mét, mét lwgng nwdc khong 16 bi
hit xudng hung bao trong im lang.

Toi giuc Aki cung nhdy xudng bién va bat dau boi ngugc dong thac.
Mot dong chdy manh mé dang cudn lay mat nwéc tinh lang ma mdi roi toi
con thay ldc & trén thuyén. Ching t6i chong choi véi nd, quay dap chan tay
va rang stic boi. Boi dwgc mot 1at thi siec hit cia dong chdy yéu dan va toi
nhan ra minh da thoat. Nhung khi nhin sang bén, t6i khong con thdy Aki
dang boi canh minh nita.

T6i nghe thdy mot tiéng hét va quay lai. Aki dang bi hit vao thac
nuwéc. Bi quang quat gitta dong chdy xiét, co thé em xoay tron nhw mot con
quay. Em thét 1én va ving vay trén mat nwdc. Dang sau em, nwdc bién do
xuong khong mot tiéng dong. Bién trd nén tan bao hon trong sv tinh lang
hoan hédo. T6i bat dau cuéng quyt boi tr¢ lai. Nhung qua mudn. Toi thira
biét 1a d@ qua mudn. Minh luén luén cham chan, t6i cay dang nghi trong
luc ré nuac.

Giong Aki vong dén tir rat xa. T6i gao dap lai. Nhung dong nuwéc da
nuot chirng doi ban tay, khuoén mat, mai téc trai dai trén mat nwdc ctia em.
Diéu cudi cung t6i nhin thay la d6i mat mé to day kinh hoang va tuyét vong
cta em trwdc khi bién mat vao lan nuwéc xanh tham.
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Sy trong trdi van ngy tri trong toi ngay ca khi ky hoc méi bat dau.
Ban cung 16p khong lam t6i thay khudy khoa hay dwgc an ui. T6i cé thé gia
bd nhw thé minh thich tro chuyén véi ho, nhung t6i hoan toan khéng cé
cam gidc ay. Toi chang c6 cam nhan gi d6i véi nhitng 16i minh ndi. T6i
thdy minh khong cé thuc trede mat 1i ban, va dudng nhw ca giong noi cling
khong phdi cua toi. Toi dan cam thay sy c6 mat cta bon ching 1a mot ganh
ndng. Toi bat dau tranh nhitng noi dong ngudi va thich & mot minh hon.
T6i khong con cdm gidc minh dang ton tai cung nhitng nguwdi khac. Twa
nhw chi c6 minh t6i trén thé gian nay.

Vé dén nha la t6i lién m@ sach tham khao va bai tap ra hoc. Toi c6
thé chii miii vao dé hang gio. Giai nhitng bai toan vi phan hay tich phan
héc bda va tra tiv dién tiéng Anh khién t6i khong con dau kho. Chinh vi
chang con cho cho cam xuc nén cong viéc ay tré nén dé chiu hon nhitng
th khac. Dau vay, thinh thoang nhitng héi (c van bat ngd danh tp toi.
Chang han nhw khi tinh c& bat gap thanh ngt “rain cats and dogs” trong
mot cau van tiéng Anh, t6i lién nhé lai ngay Aki va t6i di trong con muwa
tam ta. Chuing t6i chui vao chiéc 6 em mang va sanh vai nhau di vé trén con
dwong quen thudc. Khi dén nha em, cd hai déu w6t sting. Aki lay cho toi
khan tdm, nhung t6i bdo dang nao réi cling w6t va c thé di bo vé nha vGi
chiéc 6 ctia em. Moi khi nhitng ky niém ay tran vé, trai tim t6i lai dau rat
nhw lan da chdy nang mua he.

Moi ngay déu chang cé lién quan t6i ngay trudc d6. Thoi gian
khong chady thanh md&t dong lién tuc trong t6i. Cam giac vé sy tiép dién,
phat trién hay thay doi cta moi vat da bién mat. Déi véi t6i, song chi céd
nghia la dang hién dién. Khong cé twong lai, cling chang c6 hy vong nao
mé ra cho t6i. Con qua khit thi day nhitng ky niém dau dén dén ta mau
moi khi cham t6i. Mdc cho mau chdy, t6i van vui dua véi nhitng ky niém.
T6i tw nhi méau cudi cung ro6i sé dong lai va vét thuwong sé dong vay. Va roi
liéu c6 lic nao t6i khong con thdy dau khi cham dén nhitng hoi tc vé Aki?
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Mot hom, sau khi da sang nam mdi it 1au, to6i c6 xem mot chwong trinh ti vi
tong hgp ¢ nha 6ng, trén do, mot nha van ndi tiéng dang noéi vé thé gigi bén
kia. Con ngudi ton tai trong trang thai ma y thitc va than xac la mé6t thé hon
hop, ong ta ndi. Bang cai chét, ching ta sé 16t bo di 16p do khoac bén ngoai
la than xac. Theo d6, y thitc sé bay ra khéi ngwdoi chét nhw cach buém roi
cai kén ctia minh va bat dau hanh trinh sang thé gigi bén kia, noi nhitng
ngudi than yéu da qua doi dang chd doi. Ong ta ciing néi, thé gii bén kia
da gt cho ching ta rat nhiéu tin hiéu, nhung chiing ta da qua quen vdi ly
tinh dén mitc khong nhan ra chiing. Ching ta can phai dé y hon dé dirng bé
16 nhitng tin hiéu dé. Day la tat ca nhitng gi 6ng nha van noi, nhung toi thi
cho rang 6ng ta la mot tay nham nhi.

“Ong nghi thé ndo a?” t6i héi khi chwong trinh két thiic. “Liéu thé
gidi bén kia c6 ton tai? Noi ching ta c6 thé doan tu vGi nhitng ngwoi than
yéu?”

“Néu thé thi that tuyét,” 6ng tra 10i, mat van dan vao man hinh.

“Chéu khong nghi rang n6 ton tai.”

“Néu theé thi that bu6n.”

“Khi nguwoi ta chét, ho sé nam dé, va ta sé khong bao gid gap lai ho
nita. Chang phai ai cling biét diéu nay sao?” Toi hoi gat gong.

Ong t6i c6 vé ling tiing. “Ch&u bi quan qua mtc roi day.”

“Lic nao chau cling nghi vé né. Rang tai sao con ngwoi lai tao ra
thién duwong va thé gidi bén kia.”

“Thé chéau cho rang tai sao?”

“Vi nhitng nguoi ho yéu quy da chét di.”

“«Q).”

“Con nguoi sang tao ra thién dwong va thé gidi bén kia vi c6 qua
nhiéu nguoi ho yéu da chét. Y chau 13, ngudi chét bao gid cling 1a ngudi
khac, khong phéi minh, ding khong? Nén nhitng nguwoi con song thuwong
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muodn bau viu vao cai quan niém ay dé citu roi ngwoi chét. Nhwng chau cho
rang tat ca déu khong co that. Thién duong va thé gigi bén kia chi la sy hw
cau cta con nguoi, thé thoi.”

Ong t6i cAm diéu khién trén ban 1én va tit ti vi.

“Trong thé gidi ctia ching ta, chét la mot diéu tan nhan, Sakutaro
a.” Ong néi voi mot giong than tinh. “Khong c6 gi sau cai chét, va ciing
chang co téi sinh, cai chét chi don gian la hw v6... Qua tan nhan phai
khong?”

“Nhung sw thye 1a thé, chiing ta dau con Iya chon khac?”

“Ong cho ring d6 chi 1a mdt cach nhin.”

“Khi doc dugce rang nhitng tin do Co Doc gido coi cai chét 1a dep dé
va khong cé gi phdi sg, chau thuc sy phat dién. That ngu ngdc va ngao
man. Cai chét khong dep. N6 chi kinh khung va trong rong. Ta chang thé
lam gi vGi no ca.”

Ong t6i im ling nhin Ién trAn nha mot ldc. Cudi cling dng ndi, mét
van ngwdc lén trén.

“Nguoi ta néi rang Khong Tt khéng ban vé Troi, nhung khi mot
mon dé cta ngai chét, ngai da khoc vang 1én ma rang, “Troi da hai ta!” Va
Hoadng Phéap Pai Sw Khong Hai, ngudi thuyét giang vé coi bat sinh bat diét,
cling da a nw§c mit tredc cai chét ciia mot dé tr.” Ong quay sang toi va
héi, “Tai sao mat mot nguwoi than yéu lai dau dén dén vay?”

Thay to6i im lang, ong tiép tuc.

“Ong thi cho ring 1y do ndim & chd chau da yéu ngudi d6. Khong
phai ban than sy chia lia hay vang béng ho lam chau thdy buon. Ma bai
nhitng y nghi vé ho khién sy chia lia tré& nén dau dén, va nhitng hinh bong
cli van ct bam theo. Va lai, sy thuwong ti€c chang bao gio can kiét. Vi thé,
dau buon hay thuwong tiéc chang qua chi la mot hinh thitc biéu 16 caa th
tinh cdm yéu thwong 16n lao ma chau danh cho hg. Chang vay sao?”

“Chéu khong biét nira.”

“Ctt nghi sé thé nao néu mot ai do chét di. Néu mot nguwoi chau
khong hé quan tam chét di, han la chau sé chang nghi ngoi gi. Nhu thé
khong tinh la mot n6i mat mat. Chi khi chau khong muén ai d6 chét di lic
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ay chau md&i nhan thay s ra di ctia ho. Nghia 1a, sy ra di cia mot nguwdi nao
dé co6 thé 1a m6t phan nhitng y nghi cta chau danh cho ho. Vi chau yéu
ngwoi do, nén sy vang mat ay tré thanh van dé, s vang mat ay gay ra noi
dau cho ngudi ¢ lai. Va sy dau buon luén dwa chau dén mot két luan, giong
nhu: chia lia that dau dén, nhung r6i ching ta sé gap lai.”

“Ong c6 nghi 6ng sé gip lai ba dy?”

“Khi chau noéi ‘gap lai’, c6 phai y chau la gdp lai dudi mot hinh
dang cu thé?”

T6i khong tra 101i.

“Néu chau cho rang nhitng thi nhin thdy dwoc, y ong la nhitng thi
hitu hinh, méi 1a tat ca thi chac han cudc doi ching ta sé chang con gi thu
vi,” ong noi. “Khong, 6ng khong nghi 1a nguwoi 6ng yéu sé xuat hién trudc
madt 6ng trong cdi than xac ong tirng biét. Va néu quén cai thé xac ay di thi
ong va ba dy van lu6én & bén nhau. Su6t nam mwoi ndm qua, chang c6 giay
phut nao ma bon 6ng khong ¢ bén nhau ca.”

“Nhung do chi la sy twdng twgng.”

“Tat nhién la twéng twong. Nhung twong twgng c6 gi xau? Chang
phai khoa hoc cling chi la nhitng twéng twong hay sao? Moi tw duy bang
dau 6c con nguwoi déu khong nam ngoai sy twong twgng. Van dé con lai la
mrc do cua nhitng twéng twdng ay dén dau théi. Cac nha khoa hoc chitng
minh nhitng twdng twong ctia minh bang kinh vién vong hay kinh hién vi.
Nhung ching ta khong phai nha khoa hoc, nén hoan toan cé thé chitng
minh bang cach khac. Vi nhu tinh yéu chang han.”

“Ong vira néi gi a?”

“Tinh yéu, 6ng ndi la tinh yéu. Chau khong biét tinh yéu la gi sao?”

“Tat nhién chau biét, nhung khi t* miéng 6ng phat ra, nghe né
chang giong binh thwong.”

“Po la bai, xét vé vé bé ngoai, tinh yéu ctia 6ng co thé gidong vai
th tinh yéu ma ngudi ta thwong nhac t¢i nhung xét vé ban chat thi lai khac
nhau.”

T6i nghi rang d6 chi la sy huyén twéng ctia mot nguwoi gia. Sau khi
Aki mét, sw cdm thong va nhitng 10i khuyén nht cia nguoi 16n véi téi déu
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c6 vé nguy tao va bao bién. T6i khong thé ti€p nhan nhitng diéu minh
khong thuce sy cam thay. Toi khong thé chap nhan céi logic chang an nhap
gi v6i cam giac thue cia minh, rdang em da ra di.

“Vao phit cudi cung, co dy khong yéu cau gap chau,” téi noi, cat
1én suy nghi da de nang lén t6i tir bay lau nay. “Tham chi c6 ay cé vé con
khong muén gip chau. Ong nghi tai sao a?”

“Vay la ca hai chiung ta déu khong c6 mat khi nguwdi phu nit ta yéu
ra di.” Ong khong tra 15i thdng vao cau héi clia toi.

“Nhung tai sao c6 ay khong muon chau ¢ bén cho dén phuit cudi?”

“Chau biét khong, Sakutara,” 6ng toi néi. “Con nguwoi phai déi mat
v0Oi du loai chia ly, nhung that ra la 6ng va chau lai c6 chung mot trai
nghiém. Ca hai déu khong thé chung song véi ngudi ta yéu hodc & bén khi
nguoi &y mat. Ong hiéu nhitng gi chau dang phai trai qua. Nhung ké ca nhu
thé, 6ng van nghi doi nguoi 1a mot th khong toi. Ong nghi ring né rat
tuyét. N6i vé vé dep ctia né han sé khong phu hop vGi cam giac cia chau
ldc nay, Sakutaro a, nhung d6 1a cam giac ctia 6ng. Ong thdy cudc doi that
dep.”

Ong nhw ddm chim vao nhitng gi minh vira néi. R6i dng quay sang
va hoi, “Chau nghi cai dep thyc su la gi?”

“Bo qua,” toi dap cut lun.

“Trong cuoc doi, c6 tht ching ta thuc hién duoc, c6 thi khong,”
ong noi. “Chung ta quén ngay nhitng thit da thye hién duwgc réi. Con nhitng
thit chwra bao gio duwgc thyre hién thi luén nam & cho quan trong nhét trong
trai tim ta. Nhitng gi dugc goi la mo wdc va khat khao déu nhu vay ca.
Thanh ra 6ng nghi, chinh no6i dau dau vé nhitng diéu chwa thie hién dwgc
dang duy tri vé dep cia cudc doi nay. Va vi thé, chinh céi chwa thyc hién
duwgc kia da thye hién cho ching ta mot diéu, doé la vé dep.”

Toi cam diéu khién 1én va bat ti vi. Moi chuwong trinh déu té ngat va
vO6 vi giong nhw sy mét moi cua nhitng ngay Tét.

“Ctr doi kénh lién tuc nhu thé nay, chau c6 cam gidc Aki sé xuat
hién,” t6i noi, tay khong ngtrtng bam diéu khién. “Va that tuyét néu ching
chéu c6 thé néi chuyén dugc vdi nhau.”
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“Kiéu nhr may cai mdy cia Doraemon?”

“Ciling c6 thé.”

“Nhung sé nhu thé nao nhi. Chau khéng nghi con ngudi ta sé toi té
hon néu ai d6 phat minh ra mot chiéc may cé thé gitp ho néi chuyén véi
nguoi chét mot cach don gian theo cai cach nhw chau vira néi hay sao?”

“Ong cho réing sé& toi té hon?”

“Sakutaro nay, khi nghi vé nhitng nguwdi da mat, chau khong cam
thay gi dac biét sao?”

T6i im lang, khong dong tinh cling khong phéan doi.

“Chau khong bao gio cé nhitng tinh cam tiéu cwc doi vGi nguoi
chét. Chau khong thé ich ky hay toan tinh vGi ngwoi chét. Dwong nhu do 1a
co ché ctia con nguoi. C& phan tich nhitng tinh cdm chau danh cho Aki ma
xem, Sakutaro. Buon b3, hoi tiéc, thwong cdm... Tat ca nhitng tinh cam do
that khé khan doi véi chau lic nay nhung hoan toan khéng tiéu cuc, khong
mot chit nao. Ching sé giup chau trwdng thanh. Tai sao céi chét ctia nguoi
ta yéu thwong lai lam ta t6t dep hon? Co 1€ béi cai chét luon tach roi khoi
sw song va khong chiu bat c tdc dong nao ti sy song. Chinh vi 1& do, cai
chét cia nguoi nay cé thé hoa thanh chdt mun nudi duwdng cudc doi mot
nguoi khac.”

“Chau c6 cam giac nhuv dang dugc ong an ui.”

“Khong, khong phai vay.” Ong cudi gugng. “Diing 1a 6ng muén
lam thé ddy, nhung khong thé. Khong ai an ti duwgc chau cé, Sakutaro a.
Chau phai ty minh vugt qua thoi.”

“Lam sao ong vugt qua dugc?”

“Ong quyét dinh suy nghi vé truong hop ngugc lai,” 6ng t6i nheo
mat nhin ra xa va noi. “Sé thé nao néu 6ng chét trede. Néu chuyén do xdy
ra, han la ba dy sé phai ném trai cai noi dau ma 6ng dang cam thay lic nay.
Va chac chan viéc bgi trom mé dé ldy cho minh mot it xwong ctia 6ng la
qua strc doi vai ba ay. Va lai, 6ng khong chac c6 dira chau nao cua ba ay c6
duwgc su thau hiéu nhuw Sakutaro ctia 6ng khong. Khi nghi dén do, 6ng thay
viéc bi bo lai giup 6ng ganh thay ba ay nhitng dau kho. Dé ba ay khéi phai
chiu dyng nhitng dan vat khéng can thiét.”
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“Va ong da c6 dugc di cot cua ba ay.”

Mit 6ng bdng tré nén rat ky la. Ong néi, “Chau ciing vay théi,
Sakutaro a. Chau dang chiu dung thay phan con bé. Con bé chét r6i nén
khong thé dau buon cho cdnh ng6 cta chinh minh. Vi thé ma chau dang dau
buon thay cho con bé. No6i cach khac, chau da thé than cho con bé trong
canh ngd dau budn nay. Va nhv thé, Sakutaro a, chang phai chau dang song
thay cho con bé day sao?”

Toi thit nghi vé diéu 6ng néi.

“Nghe van gido diéu thé nao dy 6ng a.”

“Ciing ching sao.” Ong t6i cudi hien hau. “D6 1a nhitng suy nghi
ctia 6ng, ma suy nghi von la nhu thé. Khong ai c6 thé suy nghi thau dao
ngay tir dau. Ngay ca khi chdu twéng moi chuyén da thau dao roi, thi lai
khong phai nhw vay, van c6 thi con thiéu. Va chau sé tiép tuc suy nghi vé
cai con thiéu do. Cudi cung, suy nghi sé dem dén cho chau nhitng cam giac
that. Vay thoi.”

Ching t6i ngitng ndi chuyén va lang nghe nhitng am thanh bén
ngoai. Hinh nhw gié bat dau théi. Thinh thodng, mot con gié lac manh canh
ctra s6 ban cong nhw mudn giat tung né ra.

“Pi Uc di!” Ong nhe nhang néi. “Hay ngdm nhin hoang mac va lii
chudt tai cung con bé.”

“Cha me c6 &y mudn rac tro c6 ay ¢ do.”

“U, c6 nhiéu cach an ting ma.”

“Hoi co ay con khoe, chau da ké chuyén ong chau minh di trém di
cot vai b ay.”

“That vay sao?”

“Chung chau con cung nhau xem phan di c6t ay nita.”

T6i dwa mat do xét phan ng cua ong thi thdy 6ng dang khoanh tay
va nham nghién hai mat.

“Chau lam ong gian a?”

Ong ti ti m& mét va mim cudi.

“Ong da trao né cho chau nghia 1a chiu c6 quyén lam gi minh
thich.”
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“Sau khi ngam phan di c6t ay, ching chau da trao nhau nu hén dau
tién. Chau khong hiéu tai sao. Ching chau khong dinh lam vy, nhung
chuyén ci thé xay ra.”

Ong giit im ling hoi 1au, roi cat tiéng.

“Mot cau chuyén hay.”

“Vang, nhung co gai chau hon bay gio cling trd thanh tro bui r6i.”
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Viing dat héo lanh ma ngudi ta cap cho thé dan Uc 1a mot hoang mac cin
c6i con hat phia Bac la x& s& ctia nhitng vach da dung ding va cay bui.
Chiéc Land Cruiser cua ching t6i lac manh trén con dwong bui bam bi cay
nat b&i nhitng vét banh xe chay doc bd song. Mot tram trung chuyén dién
tin xay bing d4 hién ra trwdc mit ching téi. O phia xa hon 1a mdt binh
nguyén thuwa thét cay coi va khong mot bong nha. Ching téi di qua may
canh dong dwa. Con dwong thang tap trai dai dén bat tan. Con dwong rai
nhya s6m két thic khi ching t6i roi khoi thi tran. Ching t6i hau nhw khong
thé nhin thdy gi phia sau qua dam khoi bui khong 16 dang cudn 1én vi chiéc
xe. Mot ltic sau canh déng bién mat va chung t6i qua mot trang trai chan
nuoi. Ttrng dan bo di doc hai bén dwong. Nhitng con bo chét bi bé lai trén
dong cé. Li qua dang bu day trén nhitng cai xac da trwong 1én vi nang
nong.

Chting t6i dén mot thi tran nho gidong nhu trong mot bd phim mién
Tay. Nhitng day pho oi birc va bui bam. Canh tram xang la mot quan an c6
quay bar ban rugu. Ching téi quyét dinh dirng lai dé nghi ngoi va an uéng.
Co6 may nguoi dan ong dang choi phi tiéu ngay gan 16i vao. Bén trong quan
toi tam, nhitng ga 1ai xe tdi va cong nhan xay dung dang uong bia va an
banh nhan thit. Cang chan 16ng 1a tho ra khoi quan sodc ctia ho to gan bang
eo toi.

“Co phdi tén cua Aki dugce lay tiv Hakuaki, Ky Phan Trang khong
a?” T6i héi me Aki, ba dang ng6i canh t6i, mat lo dang nhin ra xa.

Ba giat minh quay vé phia t6i. “U’. Bac trai nghi ra ddy. Sao vay
chau?”

“Chau c nghi Aki 1a mua thu, suot tir khi biét ban ay dén gio. Ban
ay lic nao ciing ky tén theo kiéu chit katakana khi gtti thw cho chau.”

“Con bé lwoi 1am,” me Aki n6i. “Ngay ca Hiro trong Hirose ciing
vay day.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Ba lay ngon tay viét chit “Hiro” theo 16i phon thé.

“Néu viét tén day da ctia né bang chi¥ Han thi nhiéu nét lam. Thé
nén con bé dung toan chit katakana dé viét tén minh. Pay la théi quen tw
hoi tiéu hoc.”

Cha AKki trai ban do 1én quay tinh tién va xem xét cling nguwdi hwéng
dan du lich thué & Cairns.

“DPi khoang 50 km nita vé phia Nam ta sé bat gap thanh dia cua tho
dan Uc,” nguoi hwéng dan giai thich bing mot thi tiéng Nhat troi chay.
Anh ta titng song & Nhat Ban. “Cho dé bi cam, nhung t6i c6 gidy thong
hanh dac biét.”

“C6 vao dugc bang xe hoi khong?” cha Aki héi.

“Chac phai di bo mot doan cubi.”

“Khong biét tdi c6 theo duwgce khong,” me Aki noi vé lo lang.

Nguoi hwéng dan khé mim cwdi roi y & hoi, “Ba t6i do dé rac tro
con gai minh?”

“Con bé that la phai khong?” me Aki dap. “Trwdc khi mat, n6 nhac
di nhac lai chuyén nay nhw bi mé sang. Luc dy, chac con bé da bat dau lan
roi, nhung n6 van khién chiing t6i thay canh canh & trong long. Néu khong
thire hién duge di nguyén cudi ciing dy ctia Aki thi chiing t6i sé an han mai
Ve sau.”

T6i nhin ra ngoai ctra s6. Mot nguwdi thé dan luéng tudi vdi bo rau
quai nén dang ngoi duwdi bong cay keo uéng rwgu vang tir cai bich gidy mau
nau. Mot dam choai choai da den do mii cao boi dang di ngang qua cho 6ng
ta. Ngay ca da sang dén Uc, to6i van khong thé twong twong duge Aki da
mat. T6i ¢ cdm thdy nhw em dang & dau day. Toi c cam thay sé bat do
nhin thay em ¢ day do.

Nguoi phuc vu bung dén tridc mat t6i mot cai hamburger khong 16
va mot chai coca. That kéch cdm khi ctt phai an ma khong c6 tam trang nao
deé an.

Sksk sk sk 3k

Mot binh nguyén mau nau trai dai ngut mat. Hau nhuw chang cé 1ay

mot vat ring. Chi c6 dam cé dai bam chat vao mat dat kho can dén nao
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long. Trén dinh mot ngon do6i da phong hdéa, mot vai cay bach dan moc tum
vao nhau. Pay do, nhitng tang da 16n nam rai rac khap noi, ngudi ta bdo
ching bi ban ra khi nidi Itta phun trao. Khong c6 dau hiéu cia sy song.
Nguwoi hwéng dan bao ban ngay nhitng con thi nghi ngoi trong hang va
dwdi cac tdng da dé tranh nong. Con duwdng trdi nhya dot ngdt két thic,
thinh thodng banh xe nhw bi thut xuéng vi mat dat do rat mém. Chung toi di
qua vai con kangaroo da chét. Trong s6 d6, c6 mot con da phang det nhw
tam tham 16ng bén vé duong. Khi t6i quay lai nhin, n6 da chim sau trong
bui.

Sau khodng mét gio, trudc mat ching tdi dot nhién hién 1én mot
khu rttng xanh tot. Phia tredc rieng 1a mot dong song nhé. Nudc rat can, va
mot cay bach dan trang dang moc 1én tir long séng. Mot chiéc xe cam trai
dau trén bo, gan d6 c6 hai gia dinh ngudi da trang dang quay mét con lon.
Nguwoi hwéng dan ra khoi xe, buwdc vé phia gia dinh dang ngoi trén mat dat
uong bia. Anh ta néi gi do, giong vui vé, va ho chi vé phia con song, tay
van cam tap gidy dung dé 16t d6 nuwéng.

“Ho néi no ¢ phia bén kia dong song,” anh ta quay lai noi vdi cha
AKki, ltc d6 dang ng6i ¢ ghé lai. “T6i sé dan duwong.”

Anh ta 16i nguyén giay xuéng nwdc va dan chiéc Land Cruiser dén
ch6 nuéc can c6 nén dat chac chan. Nhém nguwoi da trang nhin theo ching
toi vé to mo. Khi xe qua duwgc song, nguai huwdng dan tré lai ghé phu.

“Nao, ta di thoi.”

Mot 16i mon day céat chay dai trong khu ritng 160 mo t6i. Cha Aki
than trong lai xe vé phia trwdc trong anh sang yéu &t. Troi bat dau nha
nhem. Bau trdi nhgt nhat hién ra gitta khoang trong it i ctia nhitng tan cay.
Anh séng 1& mo soi 1én mit dat.

“T6i van chua hiéu 1dm vé chuyén gidc mo caa thé dan Uc,” cha
Aki noi trong luc lai xe.

“Um, d6i v6i nguwdi Uc ban dia, ‘gidc mo’ c6 nhidu nghia,” nguoi
hwéng dan giai thich. “Mot trong s6 dd, theo than thoai ctia mot bé lac, c6
nghia la ‘t6 tién’. Vi dy, vGi bd lac ay, nhac téi mot gidc mo vé wallaby thi
trong do, wallaby chinh la t6 tién ctia ho.”
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“Y anh 1a con chudt tdi wallaby?” me Aki cit ngang.

“Khong, wallaby & day vGi nghia la gidc mo, tic la to tién theo than
thoai cta ho. Vi t6 tién nay tao ra loai chuot tii wallaby va bo toc d6. Vay
nén ho va loai chuo0t tti wallaby déu la con chau cta thuy t6 wallaby.”

“Ttrc la bo toc wallaby va loai chuot tii wallaby la anh em?”

“Pung. Va day la ly do bo toc wallaby khong giét va an thit wallaby
vi diéu d6 dong nghia véi viéc giét va an thit anh em ctia minh.”

“That tha vi,” cha Aki n6i, hoan toan bj thuyét phuc. “Vay ra chu
nghia T6 tem la nhu thé.”

“Ngoai ra con c6 gidc mo ctia moéi ca nhan,” ngwdi hwdng dan tiép
tuc.

“DP6 la gi?” cha Aki héi.

“Khi mot ngwdi nao dé chao doi thi thit ma me anh ta nhin thdy hay
con vat hodc cay c6i ma me anh ta bat gap trong mo vao ngay hom do sé cé
chung linh hon véi anh ta. Nhitng gidc mo dé khong bao gid dugc néi ra.
Do 1a bi mat cua tirng ca nhan va dugc coi la doi twgng cua tin nguwdng.”

“Nhw vay moi bo toc c6 mot gidc mo va moi nguwdi lai c6 mot gidc
mo cua rieng minh?”

“Pung la nhu vay.”

That khé dé phan biét moi thit. Canh vat mat di do sau, hay ding
hon, mat tinh xa gan cda ching. Nhitng thit dang ra phai ¢ xa lai trong rat
gan trong khi nhitng thit ding ra phai & gan thi lai xa dén noi twéng nhw
khong bao gid cham dén duogc.

“Nguoi ta néi thé dan chén cat ngwdi chét hai lan,” nguwoi hudng
dan tiép tuc. “Pau tién ho dwgc chon dudi dat nhw binh thuong. Pay la lan
chon cat thi nhat. Sau khodng hai hay ba thang, ngudi ta dao 1én va thu
nhat xwong cot. Ho sap xép xwong trén mot manh vo cay theo ding hinh
dang ltc con s6ng ctia nguwoi chét, tir dau dén chan. Sau do6 ho dat tat ca vao
mot khic cay rong, day la Ian chon cat thit hai.”

“Tai sao ho lai lam thé?” me Aki hai.

“Nguoi ta tin rang lan chon cédt dau tién danh cho da thit va lan thi
hai danh cho xwong cét.”
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“T6i hiéu. Rat hop ly,” cha Aki néi.

“Cudi cung xwong dwgc mua got riva va trd vé voi dat. Mau va mo
héi trong co thé ngwoi chét tham vao long dat va chdy xuong dong sudi
ngam than thanh. Linh hon cling theo dén dong sudi, trd thanh hon séng va
cu ngu ¢ do.”

Chting t6i cang di cay c6i cang ram rap. Khi khong thé di 6 t6 dugc
nita, ching t6i xuéng xe. Rirng da tré thanh mot tham cay bui véi nhitng
canh gay gudc, cong queo dan xoan vao nhau tao nén mdt canh twong la
lung. Xuyén qua d6 la mot 16i mon chi da danh cho loai thu. Chang c6 gi
ngoai tiéng buwédc chan ching téi. Thinh thodng c6 cai gi dong day trong
nhitng lum cay gan do, nhung ching t6i khong thay con thu nao.

Chung t6i di qua mot bui cay c6 gai nhon t6t um nhuw mot con nhim
khong 16 gitta thdo nguyén vang ta. Tdi day roi thi chang con biét 1ay gi dé
lam moc nita. Ngoai mot nhom bach dan twoi tot, thit duy nhat mé rong ra
trirdc mat ching toi la thao nguyén kho can. Khong ai néi gi. Troi van sang.
T6i nghi ching t6i da di hang gio lién, nhung c6 thé méi chi ba muoi phuit.
MGi t6i nitt né bdi khong khi khé rat. Toi khat va wéc gi c6 thé udng chuit
nuwdc lanh, nhung dong thai, téi cling cam thay nhu con khat 4y chang phai
cua minh.

Khéng lau sau, chan ching t6i bat dau buéc 1én cat va da. Bén canh
mot tdng da cudi khong 16 moc 1én mat loai thye vat giong nhw cay van tué.
Mot con chim 16n mau nau dang lwgn vong trén cao. Treo len khoi mot
swon doc kha dirng, ching t6i t6i dwge bo da phang c6 vai ngon cay tro trui
1a, 16p vo xam cua ching nhan nhim nha da ba gia. Mot con chim la kéu
1én. Mot con than lan bo qua tang da kho.

“Toi nghi dén day la dugc roi,” nguwdi hwéng dan néi.

“Cho nay u?” me Aki hoi, nhu thé noi nay khong nhur ba mong
muon.

“Toan bo khu vuc nay.”

“Thé thi bat dau thoi,” cha Aki noi.

“Ong lam di,” me AKki néi, dwa chiéc binh cho chdng.

“Sao tat ca ching ta khong cung lam?”
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L&p bot trang lanh ngat trén tay toi. Toi khong hiéu ndi no la gi. Co
18 tri 6c toi co thé, nhung trai tim toi thi khong muon hiéu. Néu chdp nhan
diéu do, t6i sé vo vun. Nhu canh hoa déng bang tridc cai bing tay, trai tim
toi s€ vO tan thanh ti'ng manh nho.

“Vinh biét Aki,” toi nghe me em nai.

Nhitng bui tro mau trang roi ban tay cha me Aki. Ching theo lan
gio bay di khap vung hoang mac do. Me Aki kh6c. Cha Aki vong tay qua
vai ba, ho cham rai quay tr¢ lai con dwong da dwa chung toi t6i. Toi khong
thé c* dong. Thi vira bay di kia nhu thé nhitng manh v& cua t6i, nhitng
manh v& khong thé gom lai dugc nita.

“Ta di cht?” nguoi hwdng dan giuc gia. “Troi téi ngay bay gio day.
Pém hoang mac rat khac nghiét.”
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4

Khi t6i tir Uc tré veé, troi da bit dau sang xuan. Khi ky thi cudi khéa két
thic, 16p hoc chi con nhw nhitng tran béng chay biét triwdc nha vo dich. T6i
bat dau c6 théi quen nhin 1én troi nhiéu lan lic dang trén duwong dén treong
hay vé nha va giita cac tiét hoc té nhat. Do6i khi t6i nhin 1én dé rat lau, ban
than ty héi liéu em c6 & noi ay. Trong tat ca nhitng tia nang con sot lai cta
mua dong gid lanh va nhitng tia nang mém mai cia mua xuan, trong moi
thi tdi tir bau troi, téi déu cam thay sw hién dién cua Aki. Thinh thodng,
gitta lic nhin ngam bau trdi, c6 nhitng dam may khong biét tir dau troi
ngang qua dau t6i. Moi lan may bay qua, t6i lai thay tiét troi nhw khac di
mot chut.

Vao mot ngay Chua nhat am ap gitta thang Ba, td6i nho Oki dwa ra
dao. Khi t6i gidi thich 1y do minh mu6n di, Oki nhiét tinh dong y. Sau khi
budc day vao cau tau, toi di doc bai bién mot minh. Oki bao doi toi trén cau
tau. Bo bién thang ba, nuwdc trong va mat lanh. Anh ndng diu dang lam anh
lén nhitng ngon séng dang got sach dam da cud ben bo. Mot con cua mau
da bo doc cho nuwdc can roi lan xudng bién. Bam cé chan ngong téa nhitng
chiéc tua ryc r& gitta nhitng tdng da, va 1 6c xa ct trang phau bam chat
vao nhitng hon so6i 16n hon. Chang hiéu sao c6 vé nhw t6i chi dé y nhitng
thit nhé nhat.

Xa trén bdi cat, noi séng khong cham dén, hoa muéng bién nd ro. O
phia trén, mot chd buém trang dang bay lwgn. T6i van nhé doi budm
phuong sau khach san dao chuing t6i t6i day mua he tréc. Nhitng gi xady ra
dém ay luwét qua dau t6i nhw nhitng dom sang chéi loa. Moi ky niém, du la
nho nhat, déu than thwong va ryc sang, tira nhw chwra bao gio xay ra.

Phia trén bo bién md6t chit 1a con dé trai dai tdi tan vach da phia
sau. Trén d6 c6 mot vi Dia Tang Bo tat bang da. Toi tw hoi liéu ai da dat &
dé va v6i muc dich gi. Phai chang xwa kia da c6 ai d6 gap nan trén bién?
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Khong c6 am miéu, bic twgng phoi minh gitta nang gi6. Tat nhién & do
khong c6 do cung lé nhu hoa hay tién xu. Gié mang hoi mu6i ti bién da
bao mon mat va miéng cua Dia Tang. T4t cad nhitng gi con sét lai la phan
song mii nho 1én 10 m& gitta khuén mat. Nhitng duwong nét da mo di cta
mat miii trén khuon mat, nguwgc lai, khién cho bitc tuwgng trong cé vé don
hau.

T6i ngdi xuong nén séi kho rdo canh birc twgng va nhin ra mat bién
hién hoa. Trén céi ddi mau xanh giéng nhw mdt vét but 16ng dwa ngang,
muon van tia sang dang nhdy nh6t. Mau xanh trén mdi dat nho ra bién tw
bén trdi dang tam minh trong nang, t6i do toi dwong nhw c6 thé nhin rd
tirng canh thong dwdi d6. Qua dep dé ngam nhin mot minh. T6i wéc gi Aki
dang & day vdi toi. Toi c6 cam gidc nhv minh dang song v4i nhitng mong
woc khong bao gio thanh hién thyc.

Toi khé goi tén em. Hon bat ky ai trong cai thé gidi rong 16n nay,
d6i moi caa téi dugce sinh ra chi dé danh goi tén em. Nhuwng phai mat mot
lic t6i méi hinh dung ra khuén mat em. Va hinh nhw khodng thoi gian dy
c ngay cang dai hon. Rat c6 thé sé téi lic nhd lai khuén mat em ciing sé
chang khac nao tim mot bitrc anh trong quyén album cii. T6i cdm thdy mot
noi bat an. Liéu ky c vé Aki c6 bi x6i mon trong tam tri t6i giong nhw bitc
twgng Dia Tang bén bién kia? Va liéu thit con lai sau cung chi la tén em?
Cai tén t6i luon nham twdng 1a mua thu?

T6i nam xu6ng nén sé6i va nham mat lai. Mi mat t6i tng dé nhu lic
chiing t6i di boi mua hé trwde. That la khi nghi rang dong mau lic ay van
dang chay trong toi luc nay.

Hinh nhu t6i da nga quén. Piéu tiép theo toi biét 1a c6 nguwdi goi toi.
Mé& mat ra, tdi thdy Oki dang cui sat xuéng nhin minh v@i vé ngac nhién.

“Chuyén gi vay?” t6i ng6i day haéi.

“Té méi la nguwoi phai hoi cau ddy,” cau ta n6i. “Cho mai chang
thdy cau quay lai, té lo lang qua nén di tim.”

Oki ng6i xudng canh téi. Ching t6i lang 1é nhin ra bién. Gié twr
ngoai khoi théi vao néng mui mudi. Nhin 1én khong trung, t6i thdy mat troi
da vong qua miii dat bén trai va gan nhw ¢ ngay trén mat bién phia trugc.
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“T¢ ludn cam thdy cd ay & bén,” tdi noéi. “O day, & kia..., & khip
moi noi td dén. Cau c6 nghi day la do giac?”

“Um... Biét n6i thé ndo nhi?” Oki néi ling bling trong miéng.

“Chac chan ngudi ngoai sé cho do la do giac.”

Chung t6i im lang, ti€p tuc nhin ra bién. Oki nhdt mot hon séi 1én,
ném vé phia bién. Cau ta lam thé vai lan.

“Cau da bao gio mo thay minh dang bay chwa?” t6i hoi.

Cau ta quay sang tbi v&i vé mit nhw khong hiéu tdi dang néi gi. “Y
cau la bay bang may bay hay céi gi twong tu?”

“Khong, cau ty bay co, giong nhu siéu nhan ay.”

“Chirng nao la mo,” cau ta cwdi, “cau mo gi cling dugc. Pay la viéc
caa cau.”

“U, nhung cau chwa bao gio mo thé a? Nhitng gidc mo khong thé
thanh hién thyc ay?”

“T¢ thi khong.”

Cau ta lai nhat mot hon séi khac, ném vé phia bién. Vién séi gay ra
mot am thanh danh gon r6i ndy trén mép nwdc trede khi chim xudng.

“Thé cau mudén néi gi vé viéc mo thdy minh dang bay?” Cudi cung
thi cau ta cling té vé sot rudt mudn nghe.

“Cau khong thé lam thé trong doi thuc, dang khong?” T6i tiép tuc
cau chuyén dang bé dg. “Vé mait logic ma n6i, né khong thé xdy ra, ding
khong?”

“Putng.” Cau ta canh giac gat dau.

“Cau c6 thé bay trong mo. D6 1a diéu khong xdy ra ngoai hién thyec.
Mac dau vay khi mo, cau khong nhan ra sy phi ly. Cau khong vira bay vira
nghi, 6, n6 that trai logic. Ma gia st cau c6 nhan ra thi cau van cit bay. Cau
nhin xuéng thi trdn va thyc sy cadm thay minh dang bay. Vi thé n6 khong
phai la ao giac.”

“U, nhung dé 1a mo,” Oki cit ngang 15i toi.

“Pung, la mo,” toi than nhien thtra nhan.

“Y cau la gi?”
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“Aki chét roi. Co thé c6 ay bi thiéu thanh tro bui. TG da rac tro ay
trén sa mac, bang chinh doi tay minh. Nhung c6 dy van & day. Té chang thé
nao nghi khac dwogc rang c6 ay van & day. Bay khong phai la do giac.
Khéng thé nao la do giac. T¢ khong thé pha nhan viéc c6 ay dang & day
cling giong nhw khong thé phu nhan rang té dang bay trong mo. Ngay ca
khi t& khong thé chitng minh thi cAm giac ¢6 ay dang & quanh day van la
mot sy that.”

Khi t0i ngung 101, Oki nhin toi thvong hai.

“Td dang mo sao?”

Trong lic quay lai cau tau, t6i nhin thdy mdt vién soi lap lanh ¢ mép
nwdc. Toi nhat 1én, hdoa ra dé khong phai mot vién séi ma la mot manh thuy
tinh bi séng mai mon dén do nhan thin. Trong lan nwéc, manh thuy tinh
trong nhuv mot vién ngoc xanh. Toi dut né vao tui ao choang.

“Cau khong muon dén khach san do a?” Oki hoi khi gan dén cau
tau. “N6 lam cau nhg, dang khong?”

Trong mot gidy, nguc to6i nhw dong cing lai. Thay vi trd 101, toi hat
ra mot tiéng thd dai. Oki khong néi gi nita.

To6i 1ay chiéc lg thuy tinh trong sudt ti tdi do ra. Bén trong doé la
mot thit trang min nhuw cat.

“Tro cua Aki day.”

“Cau dinh rac & day?” Oki lo lang héi.

“T¢ chua biét.”

T6i dinh rac tro cia Aki xuéng bién truedc khi vao tdi ddo. Day
chinh la 1y do t6i nhd Oki dwa dén day.

“T¢ thay hoi ti€c. Mdc du mang theo mai bén minh ciling chang ich

I »

gl.
“Ctr gitt 1ay néu cau khong chac,” Oki néi vai vé tét bung. “L& cau
cam thay héi han sau khi rac n6 thi sao? Chirng nao biét chac cdm giac cua
minh r6i thi hang lam. T& sé dwa cau dén day bat it khi nao cau mudn.”
Thuy triéu dang rit. Con thuyén ha xuéng thap hon ca ram tau. Bién
lang va xanh tham dén nao long.
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“Cau da nghe Hirose hat chwa?” Mot lat sau Oki dot nhién hoi.
“Cau con nhd hoi cap hai ching minh thwong c6 bai kiém tra trong gio hoc
nhac khéng? Ho bat chiing minh hat toan nhitng bai chét tiét. C6 lan Hirose
phai hat, giong c6 dy nho dén mirc cau khong nghe thay dwoc gi. T¢ & ngay
hang dau ma con khong doan dwoc day la bai gi.”

“Mot lan, dang giita chitng thi c6 ngudi hét 1én, ‘T¢ khong nghe
thdy gi!’, ding khong?”

“Pung, ding. Thé r6i giong co dy cang nho hon va madt c6 ay dé dw
dén mitc dang thwong. Sudt doan con lai c6 dy chi nhin xuéng dat.”

“Cau nhg ghe nhi?”

“Ha? Khong, khong, khong phai nhw thé.” Oki boi réi. “Té khong
thich c6 dy. A ma thich thi cé thich, nhung khong giong kiéu cia cau.”

T6i cling dang nghi dén giong hat cia Aki. Khéng phai trong gio
hoc nhac ma trong cai dém & lai khach san. Khi ay, hai ching t6i dang stta
soan bita t6i thi dot nhién phat hién ra thiéu mot thir. Toi di xudng tang ba
dé 1dy roi quay 1én thi thay Aki dang khe khé hat trong ldc thai rau. To6i
dirng lai & ctra bép va lang nghe. Gigng em nhé dén mic t6i khong nghe ra
giai diéu gi ch dirng néi dén 10i bai hat, nhung Aki xem chirng rat vui khi
héat. N6 lam t6i nghi rang khi ¢ nha, lic ndu com, em ciing hat nhu thé nay.
Néu t6i lén tiéng, em sé dirng lai. Thé nén t6i chi ditng & cira va tiép tuc
lang nghe.

“Thoi, td sé gitr lai.”

T6i dut cai lo vao tdi va ding lén.

“Thé a?” Oki gat dau noi, trong nhe nhom han di.

Toi cham phai vat gi lanh lanh trong tui. Héa ra la manh thuy tinh
toi vira nhat dugc lic ndy. Bé mat ndé da chuyén mau trang duc, co6 1€ tai
tiép xdc vai khong khi. Trong nwdce thi dep va long lanh nhw ngoc bdi thé
ma gio day chi con la manh thuy tinh khong hon khong kém. Toi ném
manh v& vé phia bién, that dit khoat. N6 vé 1én nén trdi mot duong vong
cung tuyét dep roi roi tom xudng nuéc.

“Veé thoi chit, chang trai phong tinh?” Oki cat tiéng ti* phia sau.

Chang trai phong tinh quay lai.
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“Xin vang lénh ngai, thwa thuyén treeng.”
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Phan 5

Cay la trén ndi Shiroyama van con non. Toa chinh dién da dwgc trung tu
lai, mau trang trén nhitng bo twong boi bat han 1én. Buwdc trén nhitng bac
cap dan lén dién theo 16i vao tit cong phia Bac, t6i nhdn thdy khoang rirng
ram ven dwong gio da bi don sach va thay vao do6 la mét toa nha giong nhw
vién bdo tang dan gian mdi moc léen.

Dirng trén toa thanh c6 thé nhin bao quat toan thi tran. Phia Dong la
nui, phia Tay la bién. Sau mwoi ndm phat trién, thi trdn da lan dan ra vinh,
bién trong mat t6i dwdng nhw nhé bé hon trude.

“Cénh dep qua!” co cit tiéng.

“Thi trdn nay chang cé gi,” téi noi, giong nhu thé thanh minh du
khong c0 y. “Chang c6 cho nao dé gidi thiéu cho nhitng nguwoi t6i tham lan
dau.”

“Pau phdi thanh pho6 nao cling chi toan danh lam thang canh dau
anh. Ma ngoi chua dé thu vi day chit. Gia ma em dugc gap ong anh truéc
khi 6ng mat.”

“Co khi em sé hop vdi 6ng day.”

“That khéng?”

Khoéng biét noi gi, téi dwra mat nhin bang quo ra vinh. D6 day trén
miii dat bao l1dy bién va trén nhitng hon déo, loai hoa anh dao dai dang tro
hoa mau hong nhat.

“Em c ngo la anh bia chuyén,” c6 thi nhan. “Vi... n6 qua hoan
hdo... qua lang man. Nhung hom nay sau khi thay tdn mat ngéi mo va moi
thi¥... em chi con biét tin anh.”

“L& dau do la mot 161 noi doi tinh vi thi sao.”

Sau mot lat ngdm nghi, c6 ném cho t6i mot anh nhin tinh nghich.
“Cling c6 thé 1am chit. Tin chuyén do6 hoan toan thi nguy hiém lam. Ma tin
vao bat ci thit gi vé anh cling thé ca.”

“Poi lic, chinh anh cling khong chac liéu do6 1a mo hay thyc. Nhitng
chuyén trong qua khit c6 that da xdy ra hay khong? Béi 1€, nguoi ta thuwong
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c6 cam giac dwong nhw mot ai d6 von chang ton tai trén coi doi nay khi
nguoi ay, du minh biét rat ro xwa kia, da chét 1au.”

Con duwong lén nui man phia Nam chwa dugc mé rong nhu duong
phia Bac. N6 van rat hep va doc, ching t6i hau nhw khong bat gap nhitng
ngwoi leo ndi di ngwgc chiéu. Nhitng bac da réu phong va nén dat do tro
troc van nhw xwa. Bi xudng chiit nita thi t6i tim thay thi minh can tim trong
mot lum cay bui.

“Gi vay?”

“Cam ta cau.”

C0 liéc dam cay bui r6i ngoanh nhin t6i nhw muon néi, “Cam ti cau
la Iam sao?”

“Con lau chung mdi nd hoa.” Bo lai cau néi, toi ti€p tuc cat buédc.
Co cai gi d6 khé run 1én trong sau tham long toi.

“Khu vye nay dwong nhw chang may thay doi.”

“Anh co hay t6i day khong?” c6 hoi.

“Khong, méi mot 1an théi.” Toi bat cudi.

“Thé ma anh noéi c nhw anh hay tGi day lam vay.”

“Pay la anh cam thay thé, nhuwng diang la chi méi mot lan.”

Trén duong ve, toi 1ai xe qua trwong trung hoc. Pang xé ng day bon
hoa tredc cong. Ba cudi thang Ba.

“Pay la treong trung hoc trede kia cia anh,” toi giai thich ngan gon
trong xe.

“Oi, thé a?” C6 ha kinh. “Minh vao trong di anh.”

Ngbi treong sau bao nam gap lai giod nhem nhu6c va t6i tan. Day
twong bao xay bang gach xi mang den xin vi nwdc mwa hoi do nghiéng ra
phia con duong. Moi thtt im lim, phai chang vi dang la ky nghi xuan hay vi
troi da vé chiéu? Ngay cd san van dong ma doi bong chay va béong da
thuwong tap luyén moi lan t6i ngang qua cling vang ngat.

Chung t6i vao truong qua cong phu.

“Noi nay t6i tan di nhiéu qua.” Giong t6i thoang vé xa x0i.

“Bao 1au ro6i em mdi lai bwdc vao mot treong trung hoc nhw thé nay
nhi?” c6 diéu dang noi roi liu tiu chay vé phia san choi. T6i bong bién
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thanh ké bi bo roi.

Hai chiing minh da cung nhau di hoc ¢ day, toi thi tham trong 16ng
nguwc. Minh da gap Aki lan dau tién & noi nay... Duwong nhw hang thap ky
da tr6i qua. Duwong nhu chuyén xdy ra da xwa lam va & mot thé gidi xa xoi.
T6i dwa mat nhin noi dy vdi cdm gidc nhw cua mét ké vira tir chon Pao
Nguyén tré veé thi bat gap rang anh dao trong trudc san treong dang né ro.
Hoi do téi chwra bao gid thue sy ngdm hoa anh dao. T6i ra treong ma tham
chi khong hé biét rang ching da dugc trong & day. Vay ma ching da thanh
mot rang anh dao dep dé nhuong nay.

Khoanh khac 4y, sau tham trong long t6i, mdt cai 16 nho xiu nhw
dau kim bong hé mé. Giong nhw 16 den, n6é nu6t lay moi thit trong nhay
mat. Ca quanh canh xung quanh, cd dong thoi gian dang tréi chdy. T6i
dwong nhw bi hiit vao cai qua khit twéng nhw da qua doéi xa voi, va bat chgt
giong noi cua Aki lai hién vé.

“Minh thich nhat la lau ban trong gid tri'c nhat. Khi ay, minh sé vira
don dep vira doc nhitng dong chit viét nghich trén ban. C6 nhitng cau do
cac anh chi cac khéa trwde dé lai, roi ca nhitng cai tén cia nguwdi trong
mong dugc khac bang dao. Cé biét bao thi minh chang mudn xo6a di...”

Em dang noi bén tai t6i. Bang cai giong then thung quen thudc ay.
Trai tim diu dang ctia em dau mat r6i? Nhitng gi dep dé, cao thwong va tinh
té trong cai con nguoi c6 tén Aki dau mat r6i? Phai chang ching van dang
lao di v6 dinh dwéi nhitng vi sao lap lanh tira nhuw doan tau lwét trén mot
binh nguyén phua day tuyét trong dém? Theo mot phwong vi ma moi chuan
muc cda thé gigi nay khong thé do dém duoc?

Hodc gid, cé khi nao ching sé trd lai chén nay chang? Co déi luc,
vao mot budi sang, ta bong vo tinh tim thdy thit ma minh da danh mat tir rat
lau & dang cho truede kia. Trong né tham chi con méi hon ca trude khi bi
danh mat. Tya nhu c6 mot ngwdi khdng quen biét can than cét gilt né gium
ta. Liéu cé khi nao linh hén cia Aki sé quay tré vé day theo cach ay
khong?

T6i 14y tit trong tdi 4o khodc ra chiéc lo thuy tinh nho. T6i da dinh
mang theo n6 su6t cudc doi minh. Nhuwng, han la t6i khéng can lam nhw
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vay nita. Thé gidi nay luon c6 khédi dau va két thic. Aki ¢ cd hai noi ay. T6i
bong cam thay nhuw thé 1a du.

Nhin vé gbc san van dong, t6i thdy mot co bé dang thi sitc véi tro
leo c6t. Doi chan trong tdm vay ctia c6 quap chat 1dy cdy cot, hai ban tay
lan lwgt bam 1én cao hon, dwa ngwdi co6 nhich 1én tirng chut. Troi bat dau
toi va chi chit nita théi dang ngudoi c6 bé sé lan vao bong dém cung véi
nhitng dung cu trén san. Ngay trudc, da co6 lan toi ditng ngam Aki tr day.
Em ciling dang leo 1én cady cot dung & goc san trong anh ta dwong nhw thé
nay... Nhung t6i cting khong dam chac ky @&c ay c6 chinh xac hay khong.

Gio thoi, nhitng canh hoa anh dao tan tac, rung xuéng ca chan toi.
T6i nhin chiéc binh trong tay minh lan nita. M6t noi e sg mo ho vut qua.
Liéu t6i c6 hoi han khong? Cé thé. Nhung ltic nay, toi dang & gitta mot con
mua hoa tuyét dep. T6i cham rai van nap binh. Va roi, khong suy nghi nita.
T6i hwéng miéng binh 1én bau trdi, vion tay hét cd va vé thanh mot duong
vong cung 16n. Bam tro trang bay trong rang chiéu nhw bui tuyét. Lai mdt
con gi6 thoi. Tro ctia Aki ngay 1ap tirc lan vao va bién mat trong nhitng
canh hoa dang tung lén.
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Chu thich:

[11'Y muén nhic dén Natsume Soseki, tiéu thuyét gia kinh dién tirng dugc
in hinh trén to tién yén.

[2]1 & Nhat, Kinnosuke 1a mot cai tén kha c6 ha va nghe c6 vé hoi qué mua,
ky quac.

131 Thai Taisho (1912 - 1926) & Nhat nd 16 phong trdo du nhap vin héa Tay
phwong, chinh vao thoi nay, nguwoi Nhat bat dau xay dung nhiéu nha cira
theo phong cach chau Au.

[41 T4c gia mu6n nhidc dén nhan vat Giovanni trong cudn sach cta nha vin
Miyazawa Kenji. Giovanni la mot cau bé nha ngheo, rat cham chi lam viéc
phu gitip nguwdi me hay dau 6m.

(5] Tén goi ndi Phii Singhia 1a “khong bao gi® két thiic”.

6] Dich tho: “Pém dong cho tdi ngay he, sau trim nim nita ciing vé noi
day.”

[Z] Nhan vat chinh caa cau chuyén 1d Hoang t& Genji da nudi Murasaki tir
khi c6 con rat bé véi muc dich 16n 1én 1ay lam vg minh.

18] ¥ muén néi t6i loai khach san tinh yéu. O Nhat c6 loai khach san riéng
dac biét chi danh cho nhitng doi tinh nhan téi hen ho. Khach dén khong
phai tiép xuc true tiép vGi nhan vién 1é tan hay nguwdi khuan vac dé ma chi
viéc nhan nut tra tién va nhan chia khéa r6i 1én phong.

[91 B4c si Jekyll - Ngai Hyde: nhan vat mang hai nhan cach trai nguoc - mot
thién, mot 4c - trong cudn tiéu thuyét The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and
Mr. Hyde cua nha van Scotland Robert Louis Stevenson (1850-1894).

[10] Trong tiéng Nhat, am ‘I’ va am ‘r’ doc nhw nhau.

(111 Mot loai vé mdy bay gid ré.

[12] Cam gidc quen thudc, titng trai qua.

(131 Aki trong tiéng Nhat c6 nghia 1a mua thu.

[14] Fuyu trong tiéng Nhat c6 nghia 1a mua dong.
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THE END

Romance Book

SOCRATES IN LOVE — Katayama Kyoichi
50t Project | 2012.04.06

Copyright © 2012 by Romance Book | Minh Kav

All rights reserved

https://thuviensach.vn



Table of Contents

N~ - o
=
[aF)3
=
—

O I FENg (O

o0 N IOy

I©

https://thuviensach.vn



	Phần1
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	Phần 2
	Phần 3
	Phần 4
	Phần 5

