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CHUY

Ebook Lé té'muia xudan dwoc thuc hién phi thwong mai boi cac thanh vién nhom Ebook
Fun&Free vi niém yéu thich, chi trao d6i gitta cac thanh vién, lwu hanh trong ndi b nhom
va khuyén khich mua sach da dwgc phat hanh.

Ban quyén truyén thudc vé tac gia va don vi phat hanh. Nghiém cdm moi t6 chirc, ca
nhan truyén ba, sao chép, chinh stta va upload dwdi moi hinh thitc. Néu yéu thich hay mua
sach xuat ban.

Cac ca nhan khong hai long vé group EFF va admin EFF vui long khong doc ebook nay
— tranh ty nguoc.

Xin cam on!
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Nam Thién Han thit nhat, Vu Lang Quy - mét thiéu nit quy tdc ¢ thanh Truong An lan
dau téi tham Van Mong Trach, thé r6i nhiing quan diém ma nang dua ra da khién gia toc
ho Quan ting chdp chuong viéc t&€ bai qudc gia ctia nude So - phai chan dong. Vi ndi ti€p

quy cu doi doi, la mot treong nit - Vu Lang Quy phai tré thanh “Vu nhi” chu tri viée t€ bai
trong gia toc, ca doi khong dwoc 1ay chong. Trong chuyén di lan nay, quan hé gitta nang va
4i nit Quan Lo Than ctia gia toc ho Quan ludn cing thang bat hoa. Trong khi d6, nhitng vu
an mang dot ngot xay ra lién tiép khién Quan Lo Than cang thém nghi ngo - phai chang ké

ngoai tdc Vu Lang Quy chinh la ngon nguén cua moi con ac mong.

ROt cude ai mai la hung thu thuce s ding sau tat ca? ROt cudoc dong co cua hung thu la
gi? Liéu dong co ay co lién quan téi viéc té€ bai tho phung, hay c6 lién hé véi vy huyét an
cua gia toc ho Quan bon nam vé trudc? Danh cuoc bfing danh du cta ca gia toc minh, Vu

Lang Quy quyét tam tim ra ké thu ac...
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Luc Thu Tra

Tac gia Luc Thu Tra, sinh nam 1988 & Béc Kinh, 1a thac si chuyén nganh Van hién hoc co
dién ctia Bai hoc Phic Dan. Thoi di hoc ¢6 ting la thanh vién ctia Hiép Hoi trinh tham Dai
hoc Phuic Ban. Hién dang song tai Kanazawa, Nhat Ban. Co6 tung gianh duoc giai thudng
tac gia méi xuat sdc nhat ctia “Cudc thi viét trinh tham Trung Qudc” [an hai nho tac phdm

“Khuc dao dau”, cling dang tai series trinh thdm clung tén trén tap chi “Trinh tham - Tu€
Nguyét”. Luc Thu Tra thich doc tiéu thuyét trinh tham Nhat Ban, chiu anh hudng 16n ctia
cac tac gia nhu Shinzo Mitsuda, Yutaka Maya, Rintaro Norizuki, Honobu Yonezawa,
Tomoko Kano...
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Chuong 1

Nim méi xuan sang chir, ngay dai dang dang.
GOt tAm thuong, ta vui choi chur,

Theo Giang, Ha cho d& long lo lang!*

* Hai cau tho dwoc trich tiv tdc pham Citu chwong - Tw my nhdn cua nha tho Khudat Nguyén

nguoi nuwoc So cuoi thoi Chién Quoc. Ban dich cua Nhuwong Tong.
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1]

Nam Thién Han* thir nhat.
* Nién hiéu thir tam cua thoi Han Vi dé. Triéu Hdn sir dung nién hiéu ndy tong céng bon nam.

Duéi bong chiéu cudi xuan, c6 mot thiéu nit dang cam cung san chim tri
gitta rimg hoang & Van Mong. Nang mic 4o khoac ngan va vay dai, deo
6ng dung tén bang da té giac, trong nhu ngudi tap vo. Con mot thiéu nir
khac 12 nguoi ban dia thi dang dimg trong bong cay, mic 4o tay hep, ging
chiu dung cai oi blrc ctia budi chiéu ta, trong tay con cam con mdi ma ban
nang vua san duogc.

Cay cung trong tay thiéu nir 12 do cha nang tang, dugc thg thu cong
Trudng An ché tac theo phuong thirc c6 xua. Phai mat hon mot nim méi c6
thé tao ra mot cay cung nhu vy. Than cung duoc lam tir gd ché cua quan
Pong Hai chit vao mua dong. Sau dau xuédn, dung simg trdu dugc lay
xuéng tor mua thu ndm trude di ngdm tam, chuan bi st dung. Lai tinh ché
gan huou vao mua hé. Thu sang, iy stmg trdu va gin huou da qua xir 1y
gan vao trong ngoai gd cha bang chat keo mau do, sau d6 quan to, son mau,
roi gitt qua mot mua déng dé son va chat keo bam chit.

Nang ludn trin trong mén qua ndy, mdi khi tdp ban déu giir gin rt can
than, khong dé no dinh ban bao gid. Pay ciing 1a 1an dau tién nang dung nd
dé ban vat séng. Ban dau nang van chua linh hoi duoc k¥ thuat ban muc
tieu dong nén bén 1éch vai mili tén, con bi ban minh cudi nhao mot phen.
Nhung khi tiéng cudi ctia dbi phuong con vang vong trong rimg thi mau
ctia con mdi dau tién dd ban tung tée 1én hoa bim bim do tham.

Thi€u nit cam cung sinh ra va 16én lén & Truong An. Phan 16n nli rung

chon kinh d6 déu da thudc vé hoang toc, nén tuy nang hoc dugc tai nghé
bin cung tir mot vi twdéng quan 1a chd quen biét song ciing hiém c6 co hoi
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thé hién tai ning. Puoc tu do sin ban nhu ngdy hom nay chinh 1a mét tim
nguyeén cua nang.

Hubng chi ving dt ndy timg 13 bii sin cua S& vuong.

Ngay trudc mdi khi quan doi tap tran vao dip ddu dong, SO vuong s& 1én
chién xa dugc to diém boi nhitng vat trang tri bang ngoc, cam cung c6 cham
trd hoa vin va tén dic ché, dan nguoi di khap rimg sin ban tha la. Nhat thoi
tén ban nhu mua, mau day khip chon. Con mdi bi tring tén, guc xudng dat
khong thé guong ddy, chang thé tranh khoi s6 kiép bi banh xe nghién nat va
bd binh gidm dap. Stc thit non to m& mang chua duoc nguoi ta ném thir da
nat bét trong dat bun. Sau mot hoi tan sat, S& vuong hai long dit cung tén
xuong, thudng thire thi ¢t khap noi va nhin dam binh si hay con khat mau.
Céc thiéu nit mic nhimg bd y phuc vai the mong tua suong som bat dau ca
mua trong mui gi6é tanh gay mii. Vat vay cta cac nang ru trén nén dat, lap
tirc nhuém do mau tuoi...

Tuy nhién dén nim hai muoi mét* thoi Khoanh Tuwong vuong**, dai
tudng nude Tan 12 Bach Khoi*** dem quan danh chiém Dinh D6****, Van
Mong trach cling bi chiém dong. Sau do6 nudc Tan thiét 1ap Nam Quan &
day, hiy 1énh cam 1én nui, lai 1ap ra chirc “quan Van Mong” chuyén cai
quan vung dat nay. Hon trim nim sau, chén binh nguyén & Van Mong da
sém dugc khai khan thanh déng rudng, chi con sot lai chut nii non hiém tro
gilt dugc dién mao von ¢o, toi nay van dé dan thuong 1én ddn cui hodc sin
ban.

* Chu thich cua tac gia: Tuc nam 278 trudc Cong Nguyén.
** Khoanh Tuwong vieong hay con goi la S¢ Twong vieong, la vi vua thir 41 cua nuwoc So.

**% Bach Khoi: Danh twong vé dich cua nuwoc Tan trong thoi Chien Quoc, ldp nhiéu cong lao,

gop phan lon chién tich trong viéc thong nhat Trung Quoc cua nuoc Tan.

*#X% Kinh do cua nuwoc So tie thoi So Van virong.
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“Ta nghe n6i nha Nho chi ding can cau dé cau ca ma chua bao gid gidng
lu6i dé bat ca, khi sin thu ciing chua ting ban chim da vé t6. Néu Tiéu Quy
ton sung hoc thuat nha Nho thi dang 1€ ra khong nén ra tay sat sinh nhu vay
chua?”

Thiéu nit ban dia mic 40 tay hep vura nhdt con chim tri da chét 1én, vira
néi véi vé ai oan. Dut 101 nang khinh bi quay mat di, nhung van nam chat
con chim tri da bi ban chét no. Thuc ra khi Vu Ling Quy t6i tir Truong An
dé nghi di san vai con chim tri vé nham ruou, cai ludi chang gioi dn ndi cua
Quan L6 Than cling tiét ra mot cht nude bot, ma trong khoanh khic mii
tén ddm vao md& va 16ng chim tri thi nang ciing chang x6t thuong 1a bao.

Nang noéi nhu vay chang qua vi nang khong biét givong cung ban tén,
cam thay minh thua kém Quy ¢ mit d6, Am tham khong cam tidm. Nhung
thuc ra cudc so tai gifra nang va Quy, cudc so tai ma nang s¢€ b1 ap dao hoan
toan 4y, lic nay méi chi bat dau.

Tuong lai con c6 noi chan nan va tu ti vo tan dang cho doi nang.

“C6 18 Lo Than khong biét r6i.” Quy ludn vao dé bang ciu noi nay, con
L6 Than thi chua bao gio doan duoc nang dinh n6i gi. “Chinh vi hoc gia
‘Diéu nhi bat cuong, dac bt xa tac’* éy, sau khi chué)ng ngua bi chay chi
héi mot cau ‘Co nguoi bi thuong khong?’, von chang quan tam tdi sy song
chét cia ngua. Néu Lo Than d3 mang long thuong cam véi d6 an cta con
nguoi thi ¢d sao lai theo ta di san?”

* Chi dung can cdu ca ma khong giang luoi danh ca, chi ban con chim
dang bay chur khong ban con chim da vé to nghi ngoi.

“Ta chi dan dudng cho nguoi theo 1énh cua phu than chir chua timg c6
tiép tay cho nguoi.”
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RO rang 1a budi sdng nay hai thiéu nit mé1 gdp nhau lan dau, song gio da
bat dau tranh ludn nhu nhitng nguo1 ban lau nam.

“Trai nguoc v&i nhitng gi nguoi da néi, thuat ban cung khong chi 1a thuat
giét choc, theo kién giai trong Lé thw, ‘Ngwoi ban cung ciing phdi ¢é long
nhdn di. Ban cung truée hét phdi diéu chinh lai t thé ciia minh cho doan
chinh réi méi buéng day, néu ban khéng tring ciing khéng nén odn nguoi
thd'ng minh, tw xét lai minh la dwoc.’ Néu so voi thuat danh dim, thuét ban
cung phan nhiéu khong phai 13 so tai véi doi tha ma 1a do stc voi chinh
minh, nh& d6 khic phuc duoc nhugc diém cua ban than, dat dén canh gio1
‘nhan a1’.”

“Néi thi nghe huyén diéu 1am, c6 diéu Tiéu Quy a, nguoi van nén sém
nhin vao hién thuc ddm mau di. Trong mAy thi thé nay va nhiing vét thuong
tri ménh trén ngudi ching, chang 1& day chinh 1a ‘nhan 4i’ ma nguoi noi
t4i? Néu chi theo dudi dic hanh thi co thé luyén tap ban bia, hodc so tai véi
nhau la dugc, c¢ gi phai tan sat sinh linh? No6i cho cung thi nguoi cling chi
lwu luyén moén ngon dan di, vAy ma con néu ra mot déng dao Iy dé nguy
bién cho minh, khong 1€ day chinh 1a thoi quen cua nguoi Truong An céc
nguoi?”

“Phai r6i, néu Lo Than di 1a nguoi dia phuong, han phai biét tai sao
‘Van Mdng trach’ lai goi la ‘trach’ nhi?”

“Puong nhién 1a biét chir. Tuy hoc van cua ta khong bang nguoi nhung it
ra ciing 1a con chau quy tdc, chut tri thic ay khong thé khong biét.” Lo
Than tic gian dén phing ma, tuy nhién trong long lai chang may tu tin. “Vi
Van Mong ¢6 nhiéu ao hd, hé théng song ngoi phat trién, nén méi duoc goi
l1a “Van Mong trach™’.”

* Trach nghia la séng sudi, am wot.
Nghe duogc cau tra 101 cia Lo Than, Quy khong khoi bat cudi thanh

tiéng.
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“Pay chi 1a 161 giai thich ndng can ma thoi, ding kiéu nhin chit doan vy,
kho tranh dugc viée bi cac vi ‘thong Nho*’ cudi ché.”

* Nguwoi thong thao, am hiéu hoc thudt Nho gido.
“Vay ‘thong Nho’ cac nguoi giai thich thé nao?”

“Trach, ciing 1a tuyén trach, chon lya.” Quy giai thich timg chit timg chir
mot, “Trong Lé thuw c6 n6i, ‘Thién tir mudn té bdi thi trude tién phdi tdp bdn
cung ¢ chon séng ngoi. BGi viy & chdn séng ngoi méi chon dwoe ngueoi ¢é
tai.” Co nghia 1a chi nguoi c¢6 thé ban tring con moi ¢ ‘trach’ nhu ta méi du
tu cach tham gia té bai. Tuy Van Mong khong it ao dim song t&i ngay nay
van con rat nhiéu nui rung chua khai khan, chim muodng du loai du loai,
chinh 1a mét bai sin tuyét hao. Chang may khi toi choi, dui noi ndy da sém
khong con quy mé nhu thoi S& vuong di sin, song phong mat nhin ngam
phong canh ciing c6 thé ngdm duoc vai phan canh tuong hung trang nim
nao. Puong nhién ta cling phai hoc tdp nguoi xua, sin vai con chim tri vé
dé 1am ky niém chu.”

“Tém lai van vi an thit ma thoéi...”

Néi 16i nang ang chirng con thi trong tay - C6 18 ciing lam duoc mot bira
ngon.

“Lo Than no6i nhu thé minh chua bao gio an thit chim tri ay.” Quy rut tir
sau lung ra mot miii tén, nd nu cuoil chong gheo, “Du sao nguoi vung ve

nhu Lo Than cling khong ban trung dugc muc ti€u di dong dau nhi?”

“Néu dung no thi ta ban dugce.”
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Gia toc ho Quan ¢ an chén nii rimg, dé phong thi dir nén chua timg bod
bé viéc luyén tap vo nghé. Ké ca phu nit va tré em khong biét dung binh khi
ngan thi ciing thudng xuyén luyén cach dung no.

“Hur, no éy a?” V¢ khinh thuong 16 1 trén mat Quy, dén Lo Than chiam
chap ciing c6 thé nhan ra. “Néu vii khi ciing duoc chia thanh quén tir va tiéu
nhan, vay chic chin no 13 tht chi tiéu nhan mai dung. Lo Than, du sao
nguoi ciing 13 con chau quy tdc, khong nén cham vao nhitng thir ha thip
ban than, vii nhuc t6 tién Ay mai phai.”

“No thi c6 gi khong t6t? Tai sao Tiéu Quy lai ghét bo nd nhu thé?” Lo
Than phan bac, “Ta nghe néi, du 1a Tuéng quan Ly Quang xuat than tir thé
gia thién xa, khi chi huy tac chién cling gan nhu la ‘Nghin né cung ban’.
Thuat ban cung ciia ngai 4y chic chin giéi hon nguoi nhiéu, ngai iy ciing
khong cam binh si dudi trudng dung no.”

“Ly Quang 1a vi twéng quin ma ta ngudng mo nhat, tiéc 1a ta sinh ra qua
mudn, khong thé t6i trudc mat ngai ay dé xin chi gido. Nguoi noi dung,
ngai Ay ludn chi huy binh si ding né dé ban quan Hung N6, du sao nd ciing
cO hiéu qua cao hon cung tén. Tdc d6 ban cua né nhanh hon, c6 thé tiét
kiém thé luc cta binh si, lai d& hoc dé dung hon cung tén. Chi can huan
luyén & mirc 46 so dang 1a c6 thé phat huy duoc uy luc t6i da. Hubng chi,
du 1a manh tuéng uy diing nhét ciing chi givong dugc cdy cung ching ba
thach*, trong khi cudng do cia né co thé dé dang dat téi bon thach trd 1én.”

* Thach: Don vi trong luong luong thuc thoi xua, 1 thach tuwong duwong 250 can (125kg).

“Vay moi noi...”

“Vay moi noi n6 1a th vii khi phu hgp nhat cho nhiing nguoi kém c61.”
No6i 161 Quy quay dau di noi khac, lai c6 y liéc Lo Than mdt thoang. “Ta

vua phat hién ra, c6 mot nguot kém cd1 chi xing st dung né dang diung
trrdc mat minh.”
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“Nguoi ton bao cong strc dé luyén tip giwong cung ban tén, ngudi khac
chi can kéo nhe 14y né 1a co thé ban duoc xa hon, chuan hon nguoi, khong
biét rot cudc nguoi thay minh giodi giang hon ngudi ¢ diém nao? Cam mot
thir phé pham bi thoi dai ddo thai ma miéng con khoe khoang ‘quy toc’,
‘quin tir’, ‘thong Nho’, suy cho cung cling chi 1a mot cach tu thuong lay
minh thoi thi phai?”

Quy dap lai, “Pung thé, ta ciing gidng nhu to tién cua nguoi, chac chin
déu s& bi ngudi doi ché nhao. Ta 1a mot ké c¢o hi 18i thoi, ludn trong ngdng
theo phong thai va tri tué ctia ngudi xua, khong thé tan dong nhiing thur
dang luu hanh ngay nay dugc.” Rang do budng xudng noi chan troi cling tbi
di trong chép mat. “Du sao day ciing 1a thoi dai ciia cac nguoi chir khong
phai cua ta.”

“Tiéu Quy...”

Thay Quy rau ri nhu vy, nhat thoi Lo Than boi roi. Cho du nang biét
minh 13 loai “nguoi kém coi” ma Quy ndi, lai thim buc boi trong long, c6
diéu nang ciing khong thdy phan cam 13 bao. Nang ciing biét rd ring hoc
thirc va tai nghé ctia minh dung 13 di 1am xau mit to tién.

Duong nhién, nang ciling chang biét nhi€u vé t6 tién cua minh.

Quy chot nghi t6i diéu gi do, anh sang am dam theo may chiéu khi nay
lai thoang bung 1én trong mat nang. “Ké ra thi Lo Than séng ¢ day tir nho,
khong biét da ting doc bai Ti Hw phii ciia Tu Ma Tuong Nhu* hay chua?
Bai phu viét vé st gia nude SO 1a Tir Hu** di st nudc Té rdi cung Té
vuong di sin, ¢ noi vé Van Mong.”

* Tw Ma Twong Nhu, tw Trang Khanh (179 TCN - 117 TCN), nguoi ¢ Thanh Do doi nha Han, rat
da tai, van hay, dan gidi. Bai Tie Hw phti cia éng dwoc Hdn Vi dé rat khen ngoi, cing véi bai
Thuwong lam phit dwoc viét sau nay c¢é dnh hiong rat lom trong lich sir thé phii doi Han. Ca hai bai
ta nhitng cudc san bdn va du ngoan ciia nha vua, ¢é ngu it nhiéu y can gidn, nhung thuc té la “chdm

biém mét 1o, khuyén khich tram 161", chii yéu van la phdan dnh va ca tung suw thinh vieong nhat thoi

clia giai cdp thong tri.
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** Typ Hir la mot nhén vét trong bai Tie Hw phii, néi nang hiwe huyén, thoi phong.
“Chua doc bao gi0.”

“Twr Huw phii miéu ta Van Mong thé nay.” Quy bat dau thong tha ngdm
tung...

Vian Mong trdi dai chin tram dam, bén trong cé niii. Thé nii uén quanh,
vong véo khiic khuyu, cheo leo hiém tré, dinh niii cao va doc nhdp nhé trap
trung, mat troi mat trang bi che khudt, nira an nira hién. Day nui trung
tring, dan xen hén dén, viwon thang lén tdn mdy xanh; swon nii nghiéng
nghiéng, néi lién véi séng lom. Trong thé nhudng cé chu sa, khodng xanh,
dat sét do, dat thé trdng, thu hoang(1), thach anh trdng, khodng thiéc, ngoc
bich, vang, bac, du loai mau sdc, ld'p lanh ryuc ro nhw vay r&ng. Da noi do
c6 md ndo do, ngoc leu ly, lam man(2), cén ngé(3), giam lic(4), huyén
16(5), nhuyén thach, vii phu(6). Phia Péng c6 hoa thom c6 la nhw do hanh,
phong lan, bach chi, d6 nhwoc(7), khung ciing(8), xwong bo(9), giang
Iy(10), mia, chudi. Phia Nam c6 dong bang séng I6n, dia thé thoai thodi,
ving triing réng I6n bang phang, kéo dai doc theo séng I6n, cho tdi tin
chén niii Vu. Noi cao doc khé réo thi ¢é cdy md lam, cé bao(11), cé 18, cé
ngai, co gcfu. Noi am thcfp thi co co duoi cho, co lau, twong vi, mang nuoc,
ngé sen, cdy bau, cé tranh, cé du(12), rat nhiéu lodi cdy séng ¢ noi day,
nhiéu t&i mitc khéng dém xué. Phia Tdy c¢6 sudi nuwde dang trdo, ao ho
trong vadt, séng nuée lay dong, séng sau x6 song trude; hoa sen va hoa sing
cling no trén mdt nuée, dwsi nuée lai c6 dd tang va cat trdng. Trong nwée
c6 ria than, thuong luong, doi méi, ba ba. Phia Bdc c6 rirng rdm voi nhitng
cay to nhu: tién, lim, long ndo, qué tieu, moc lan, hoang phach(13), liéu
do, som tra, 18, dé, quyt, budi, hiwong thom téa khdp xa gan. Trén cdy c6
uyén 55(14), khéng tudc, chim loan, vuon, khi. Dudi cdy lai co hé trcfng,
bdo den, cdo chén, ché rung...

(1) M6t logi khodng san cé thanh phan la As2S3, mau vang cam, nira trong suot.
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(2) Mot loai ngoc/da dep.

(3) Mét logi dé dwoc ding dé luyén thép lam kiém.

(4) Mot loai da quy, chi thua ngoc.

(5) Mét logi dé mau den ding dé mai dao.

(6) Nhuyén thach, vii phu déu la loai dd dep gan giong nhu ngoc.

(7) D6 hanh, bach chi, dé nhiwroc déu la nhitng thir cé thom, vé dwoc ding lam thudc.
(8) Mét loai c6, sinh & dat Thuc goi la xuyén khung, cii dwoc ding lam thuéc.

(9) M6t lodi ¢6 moc & vé séng vé sudi, mii thom sdc, ding lam thudc.

(10) Mot loai co thom, con co tén khac la mi vu hodc ki chi.

(11) M6t lodi ¢6 c6 cong rn chac, ding dé dan dép va dét chiéu.

(12) Mét lodi ¢6 ¢6 lé nhie rang cuwa, maii rat héi.

(13) Mét lodi cdy cao rung ld, canh cé thé ding lam thuéc nhuém vang, vo cdy lam thuoc.
(14) Mot loai chim phwong.

“Ta thay ang van nay chang khac nao dugc viét bang ngbébn nglt nudc
khac, phai phién dich chin lan mé1 nghe hiéu dugce.”

“Poan phu nay chi viét vé phong thd va san vét ciia ving Van Mong ma
thoi. Lo Than dung 1a chang biét gi vé van hoa ciia qué huong minh ca.”
Quy tién 18n phia trudc mot budce, quay lung lai v6i Lo Than ma noi, “Tuy
ta sinh ra va 16n 1én & Truong An nhung lai 1a con chau nguoi Té. Song to
tién cta ta khong hién hach duoc nhu ciia nguoi. Ping 12 gia toc cla ta phat
lén nho kinh thuong budn ban, vao ndm Nguyén Soc* thtr hai, khi gia
nghiép 1én tdi hon ba trim van thi chuyén dén 4p Mau Ling. Lac con ¢ ¢
huong, nguoi song quanh d6 déu biét trudc ddy gia toc cua ta chi 1a nd boc
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ctia hién gia Vu Lang Trong T& nuéc Té. Vu Lang Trong Tir song liém
khiét ca doi, tir chdi moi an hué du 1a nhé nhat cua ngudi khéc, cudi cing
khong biét két cuc clia dng ra sao, ciing co6 101 don rang ong da chét vi doi,
sau d6 t6 tién ta lién muon ludn ho cua dng. T khi chuyén dén Truong An,
bat dau tir doi cha ta da noi dbi voi nguoi khac rang chung ta 1a con chau
ciia Vu Lang Trong Tir. Tuy nhién lam gi ¢6 ai tin bac thanh hién khac kho
nhu vay lai ¢6 dam hau dué ngudi diy mui tién thé nay.”

* Nién hiéu thir ba cia thoi Han Vi dé.
Noéi téi1 day, nang nd mdt nu cuoi ¢o tich.

“Boi vay Tiéu Quy mdi ghét ngudi xuat than tir gia dinh quy téc cii nhu
ta sao?”

“Ta khong hé ghét nguoi, c6 diéu it nhiéu c6 chat d6 ki. Néu ta ciling co
xuat than nhu thé thi tot biét bao. Du ta nghién ctru kinh thu ra sao, luyén
tap vo nghé thé ndo, thir d0 moi cach dé bat chudc theo phong thai va ngon
ngit ciia bac hién nhan thoi ¢ thi xuat than nay van khong thé thay doi
duoc, vi trong co thé ta van chay dong méau ctia nd boc. Hon nita tir nho ta
da song trong gdm voc lua 13, hao hoa xa xi, trén ngudi kho tranh nhiém
phai nhiéu thoi hu tat xau di nguoc lai 18 gido co xua, boi vay ciing timg
lam mot s6 chuyén hoang dudng hu hong. Trén duong téi Van Mong ta
ludn nghi, néu ta sinh ra trong gia dinh quy toc cii nhu nha ho Quan thi tét
biét bao. Nhung cubi cung thi...”

“Nhung cudi cting thi con chau quy toc 14 ta day lai 1am nguoi that vong,
ding khong?”

“Dling vay, ta thyc sy rat that vong.” Quy hoi dap ma chang hé kiéng né,
“Ta cr nghi rang, gitta thoi dai sa doa suy d6i nay, chi ¢6 nhitng quy toc cil
nhu cac nguoi 14 dang tin. Ta vbn tudng trén nguodi cic nguoi s& giit lai
duoc nhitng thr ma ta ludn kiém tim, c6 thé giup ta hiéu thém mot chat vé
nuéc S¢ diét vong dd 1au. Thé ma nguoi khong chi hiéu biét rat it vé thoi xa

https://thuviensach.vn



xua d6, ma chuyén thoi nay nguoi cling chang hay biét gi, kém coi vo vi
hon ca dam ban bé¢ & Truong An cua ta. ft ra ta va bon ho con c6 thé tro
chuyén vé thi vui va vin chuong dang luu hanh, con & canh nguoi, ta thuc
su khong c6 101 ndo dé noi...”

Lo Than nghe vay thi im ldng hoi 14u, nang bSng nhan ra su khac biét 16n
nhat gitta minh va mot co6 thon nir khong phai & viéc co biét chit hay khong,
ma 12 minh khong biét lam viéc nha nong. Lo Than ¢6 nén nhitng giot nudc
mét nhuc nhi, ndm chat léy ta 40 cua minh, géng binh 6n lai hoi thé don
dap.

“Co 1& nén dé Nha Anh ty tiép don nguoi. Ty ay 1a nguoi hiéu 18 c6 nhat
trong gia toc.”

“Nguoi dang noi vé duong ty* Quan Nhia Anh cia nguoi sao? Nang ta
béng tudi ching ta co ma, tai sao lai 1a nguoi hiéu 1& ¢ nhét gia toc ho
Quan?”

* Chi ho bén noi.

“Boi vi phu than ta khong phai con truong trong nha, hoc vé tri thirc gia
truyén rat so sai. Mai dén bdn nim trudc, toc trudng cua gia toc ho Quan
van khong phai phu than ta ma 1a ba phu* Vo Citu. Pd dung té 18 vén déu ¢
chd ba phu V& Ciru, viée thd cung 18 bai cling thuong do ba phu va Thuong
Nguyén ca chu tri. Hoc van ctia ho da dé chi bao cho tién si trong Thai
hoc**, thuong xuyén c6 hoc gia viét thu xin ba phu chi gido, ma ba phu
cling hay dé Thuong Nguyén ca hoi dap thay 6ng. Tuy nhién bon nam trude
ho di qua doi, boi vay e 1a rat nhiéu 1& c¢6 déu bi that truyén mét roi.” Dut
161 L Than nhiu chat may hon, “Ba phu va Thugng Nguyén ca déu qua doti
vao dém hom ay, chi c6 Nhi Anh ty con séng thoi.”

* Bac - anh trai cua cha.

** Triomg dai hoc do triéu dinh thanh Idp, la cdp hoc cao nhat cia Trung Quéc thoi xira.
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“Hom ay da xay ra chuyén gi?”

“Ta cling khong biét rét cudc da xay ra chuyén gi.” Lo Than thanh thuc
dap, khién Quy cang nghi hodc hon. “Nhung moi ngudi da qua doi ca roi,
vay tho1.”

“Ca nha ba phu cua nguoi sao?”

“Bé phu, ba mau*, Thuong Nguyén ca va dudong dé** moi sau tudi, tit
ca déu chét trong nha. Khi 4y tring hop Nha Anh ty ¢ nha ta nén méi tranh
duogc kiép nan d6. Ky Y ty 1a nguoi phat hién ra thi thé.” Néi toi day nang
chot nhé ra, “A phai, Ky Y ty ciing qua doi r6i...”

* Bac dau - Vo cua bac anh trai cua cha.

** Em trai ho bén noi.

“Néu la nhu thé, tai sao nguoi lai nd1 minh ‘khdng biét rot cudc da xay ra
chuyén gi’?”

“Tiéu Quy that 1a qua dang, nhéc t6i chuyén tang thwong nhu vy ma
cling khong an Ui ta, lai con than nhién hoi t6i hoi lui nhu thé.” Cudi clng
L6 Than ciing roi nuéc mat, “Chung ta thuc sy khong biét chuyén gi da xay
ra, khi Ky Y ty qua d6 thi tham kich da xdy ra roi. Tdi tan bay gio ta van
khong biét rét cude hung thi 1a ai, vi 1y do gi ma ké d6 lai lam ra chuyén
tan nhin nhu vdy, chuyén hém ay van con luu lai rat nhiéu bi an chua duoc
giai dap. Tiéu Quy vira thong minh vira hiéu biét rong, biét dau c6 thé dua
ra dap an.”

“Ké cho ta nghe nhitng diéu nguoi biét dugc khong?”

“Dugc...” Lo Than gat dau noéi, “Chi mong ta co thé ké hét...”
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Dut 101 nang lai 1dy 6ng tay 4o lau nuéc mat, roi nhin vé phia rimg cdy
xa xa. Duong nhu noi 4y chang cé chi ca, lai nhu dang an gidu thir gi do
dudi bong cay am u. Tich duong tir tir chim xubng, bong dém lan dan lan
dan bén chan Quy. Lo Than thoang hy vong rang nang c6 thé ké xong cau
chuyén nay trudc khi sao Truong Canh* xuét hién.

* Sao Hom.
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Pau xuan ma troi van lanh 1€o vo cung.

Khi gi6 thoi vang vong trong thung liing, hoi lanh ciing thim dan vao
xuong cbt ngudi ta.

Du 13 Quan Ky Y ndi tiéng can ci cham chi, lac nay cling chi ngdi yén
trén san nha trai chiéu c6i trong gian chinh, tua lung vao ghé dya, trén dau
g6i c6 mot cudn cam phod dugc mé ra, nang dang c6 cudng lai con budn
ngu. Ky Y khodc trén nguoi mot bd y phuc rat day. Tiéng nhac c6 xua ngan
vang trong dau nang, dau ngén tay lanh dén té cing cia nang khong hé
nhac nhich.

Mi mat Ky Y ngay cang diu lai, con budn ngu tur tr kéo tdi. Vi chua 6n
lai khiic nhac mé1 hoc nén nang khong muon quay vé phong dé ngu.

Mot trang tieng dap ctra da xua tan con budn ngu cua nang.

Cira vién cach gian chinh khoang ba muoi budc, tuy gi6 van rit gio song
c6 thé nghe thay tiéng dap cira rat rd rang, khong manh nhung vo cliing gap

r

gap.

Ky Y dung day chinh lai 40 choang trén nguoi minh xong, ben ra khoi
gian chinh, di vé phia cira vién.

Sau khi mat troi 1an, troi d3 d6 mot tran tuyét nhd, lung nli va dat béng
déu nhudm mau tring bac. San vién nha Ky Y ciing khong phai ngoai 18,
cho du tring sao déu di bi may mu che khuat, chi c6 anh nén mo nhat trong
gian chinh hit ra san thi 16p tuyét dong mong manh vin dugc phan chiéu
sang lén nhu anh trang.
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C6 18 vi d3 nghe duoc tiéng budc chan, ngudi bén ngoai khong dap cira
nita. Ky Y nghe thay tiéng thd hon hén cua dbi phuong, bén hoi thir:

“... Nha Anh?”
“Ky Y ty...”
Quan Ky Y voi g& then cai rdi mé cira ra.

Khi 4y Quan Nhd Anh m&i muoi ba tudi ctr thé nga thang vao long Ky Y,
dang vé hon bay phach lac. Lic Ky Y d& dudng mudi* da khong con hoi
strc vao gian chinh thi phy than Quan V6 Dat va mudi mudi Giang Ly cua
Ky 'Y cling v01 budc téi.

* Em gai ho bén noi.

Quan V6 Dat hoi Nhi Anh rét cudc da xay ra chuyén gi nhung Nhi Anh
chi vui dau gitra hai canh tay Ky Y, co minh lai ma khéng hé dap 10i. Cubi
cung bon ho danh dé Ky Y thi tham hoi bén tai Nhd Anh, Nhd Anh méi néi
ra sy tinh v&i giong nhé nhu mudi kéu.

“Bi phu than... danh...”

Bay gid Ky Y méi dé y, 1 1a troi lanh nhu vdy ma Nha Anh chi mac mot
chiéc 40 mong, phan 4o trang dinh chit vao lung Nhd Anh con nhudm day
vét méu.

Nang xin phu than cho Nh3 Anh ngu lai, sau khi 6ng déng ¥ nang lién
diu duong mudi vé phong minh. Phong cia Ky Y cach gian chinh mot
quang, nang danh c&i ao choang ciia minh khoéc 1én nguoi Nha Anh, sau do6
lai bao Giang Ly di l4y it y phuc cho Nha Anh tam rira thay db.

Quay vé dén phong, Ky Y coi y phuc gitp Nhd Anh kiém tra mot
thoang, thdy trén nguoi Nha Anh tir lung dén giita dui chang chit vét roi.
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Lan da cia Nhd Anh thuc su gidng véi chiée 4o traing mong ma nang khoac
trén nguoi ban niy, nhitng vét roi dan vao nhau ngang doc. Noi bi thuong
nang da thit da rach ra, noi bi thuong nhe cling sung do bam tim.

B4 phu Quan V6 Ciru qua thuc rat nghiém khiac véi con cai, ma Nhi Anh
cling qua thyrc 1a mot dira tré ngd nghich. Tir nho nang da cung hoc cic nghi
thire 1€ bai tho ciing véi huynh truong*, ciing duoc ky vong rang sau nay c6
thé tré thanh Vu nir** tham dy vao cac nghi thirc quéc 18 ctia vuong triéu
Han.

* Anh ca, con ca trong nha. Huynh truong o ddy chi Thuong Nguyén.

** Nit phdp siwe, nit tw té, nit phit thuy lo viéc tho ciing, té bdi thoi xiea.

Trong 4n tugng ctia Ky Y, khong phai 1an dau tién Nhd Anh phai chiu
nhitng tran don thé nay. Ba phu 1a nguoi rat nong tinh, thudng thi khong chi
danh Nhi Anh ma con nhét nang trong nha kho & sau nha mot dém maoi
nguoi gian. Ca ca cia Nha Anh la Thuong Nguyén tir nhd cling dugc day
dd bang don roi nhu vay, cudi cing tinh tinh méi trd nén rut ré nhat nhat,
chua bao gio ddm lam trai y cha.

Néu so véi ba phu Vo Citu thi phu than ctia Ky Y - Quan V6 Dat d6i xir
v6i ba ¢d con gai ciia minh hién hoa hon nhiéu. C6 1& vi Quan V6 Citu von
1a con trudng, tir nho da duoc coi nhu nguoi thira ké chinh théng cua gia
toc, ong hoc tap cuc ky khic kho, nén khong nhimg am hiéu vé 18 ¢d nude
S ma con thong thau ca 1& thu ctia nha Nho. Than 13 con thu, Quan Vo6 Dat
cling kha c6 16i véi cai tén cua minh*, bdi thoi tré ong chi ban giao du ban
bé nén da phi hoai rat nhiéu thoi gian.

* V6 Ddt nghia la khéng leoi biéng, khéng nhan ha.
“Nha Anh, mudi lén chay to1 day sao?”

Ky Y vira hoi vira lau vét thuong cho nang.
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Nhi Anh nhin dau khé gat dau, Ky Y thdy vay khong kim dugc nudc
mat, nhimg giot 1¢ min dang nho vao vét thuong khién Nhi Anh khé kéu
“a” mot tiéng, Ky Y khong biét 4y 1a tiéng than vi dau dén hay 1a tiéng long
ciia Nhd Anh trudc sy dong cam ciia nang. Song nang ciing chang biét lam
thé nao dé thay d6i s6 ménh ctia Nhd Anh, danh ngdi trong Nhi Anh chiu
kho.

“Sao ba phu lai do1 xtr vd1 mudi nhu thé?”

Ky Y hoi gin nhu vo thirc. Lan nay Nhi Anh lac dau, c6 thé ¥ clia nang
ay 1a “khong biét”, hodc ciing c6 thé 1a “khéng mudn noéi”, du sao Ky Y
cling khong hiéu. Cudi cung Nhi Anh ciing bat khoc. Bén ngoai khong ¢
tiéng con tring rAm ran ma chi ving vang tiéng gi6 va tiéng khoc nic né
cua hai ngudi con gai.

“Khéng 18 ba phu lai nhét mudi vao nha kho?”

“Lac nao cling the...”

(1 29

Bay gio mudi mudi Giang Ly mang d6 cho Nhi Anh vao phong.
Ngay ay Ky Y muoi sau tudi con Giang Ly méi mudi bdn tudi.

La duong ty, Giang Ly ludon dugc cha me can din phai nhuong nhin Nha
Anh, con cha cia Nha Anh thi luén day con gai phai kinh trén nhuong dudi.
Tuy nhién cudi cing hai c¢6 bé déu hiéu 16i day ctia nguoi 16n theo hudng co
loi cho minh, tir nho Giang Ly ludn liy danh nghia truéng boi dé bat nat
Nha Anh, con Nha Anh thi phan cong lai ma chang hé kiéng né. Giang Ly
gidng phu than Vo Dat cia minh & rat nhiéu mit, ciing khong am hiéu vé
thuat 1& bai, béi vay nang ludn tu ti truéc Nha Anh. Co diéu cach thuc nang
dung dé che giau sy tu ti cia minh 13 d6i dau voi Nha Anh gay gat hon.
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Chuyén xay ra vao ba thang trudc, Giang Ly bi Nha Anh ché giu tu thé
khi chap 18, bén gian ddi néi xdu Nha Anh véi ba phu, hai Nhd Anh bi phu
than cho mot tran don dau vao dém hom d6. Nha Anh ciing biét vi Giang Ly
mach 1éo nén minh méi bi danh, béi vay ba thang nay ludn trén tranh Giang
Ly, cling khong noi voi Giang Ly lay mot cau.

Giang Ly di vao phong, Nhd Anh van khong dé y dén nang ta ma chi lay
chiéc 40 choang von khoac trén ngudi che trudc nguc, khong mudn dé
Giang Ly nhin thiy thin thé hiy con ddy thi cia minh. Giang Ly budc toi
nam chit 1y tay Nha Anh, noi xin 18i hét 1an nay t6i lan khac.

“Xin 161, xin 161, xin 15i...”
3 b

Nghe duoc 10i xin 18i cia Giang Ly, Nhd Anh hoang hot nham mat lai. E
rang khi bi danh mang, nang ciing khong nglimg néi “xin 18i” dé phy than
ngudi gian, bai vy may tir ndy lai goi nhé vé hoi trc khong vui ciia nang.

Ky Y nghi rang day la co hoi tot nhat dé hai ngudi 1am hoa, ma vira hay
vét thuong cling duoc xur Iy xong, bén dan mudi mudi trong nom Nha Anh
cho t6t, con n6i minh s& bao lai véi ba phy, khong dé ca nha ho phai lo lang
vé Nha Anh. Vi muén Nhi Anh yén long, Ky Y hta s& xin ba phu cho Nha
Anh ¢ lai ddy may hom.

“Dimng di...”

Ky Y khong nghe theo 151 Nhd Anh ma bién mat sau cira, con Giang Ly
thi léng lang giap Nha Anh thay mdt bo y phuc mém mai.

Thuc ra sau khi Ky Y qua doi, nguoi luén quan tdm chdm séc cho Nha
Anh van 13 Giang Ly.
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Sau khi ké lai moi chuyén véi phu than, Ky Y bén léy mdt chiéc dén
16ng r6i di vé phia nha ba phy. Pi nguogc lai diu chan cia Nha Anh sudt doc
duong. Khi téi chd nang, Nhi Anh chi di mot doi giay co, han 1a vira lanh
vira tron. Ma lac nay Ky Y lai di mot d6i gude gb, con di tit bén trong, tuy
ning nhung budc chin viing vang, ciing gitt 4m t6t. Nghi vdy, Ky Y cang
thdy Nhi Anh dang thuong.

“Ba phu Vo6 Citu, con la Ky Y day.”

Ky Y t61 not, vira goi vira dap cua vién, ctra chot moé ra. Khong biét 1a bi
g16 thoi hay vi Ky Y dap nén mdéi mé ra, nhung ¢c6 mét di€u chac chan la
khong c6 ai di ra m¢ cua.

Chang 1& ca nha ba phu phat hién Nha Anh bién mat, lién di vao trong
nai tim mudi ay?

Hai gia dinh déu ¢ trong hém nii, xung quanh khong phai vach nui cheo
leo thi ciing 14 duong dbc chénh vénh. Tir nha ba phu ra ngoai, di mudn vao
nui hay xubng nai déu chi c6 hai con dudng co thé di duoc, mot con dudng
dan vé phia nha Ky Y con mot con duong dan vé phia nguoc lai. RS rang
troi vira d6 tuyét, néu mudn tim Nha Anh thi cling khong kho, chi can lan
theo ddu chan ctia mudi 4y 1a duoc. Co diéu trén duong téi ddy, ranh ranh
chi c6 d4u chan ctia mot minh Nhi Anh. ..

Dy cam chang lanh chot nay sinh trong 1ong Ky Y r6i dan lan rong nhu
swong dém, khién nguc nang bdng dau nhoi. Nang hit sdu mot hoi nhung
chi khién trai tim dap cang nhanh hon, cudi cung Ky Y lay hét diing khi
budc mot budc vé phia trude, di qua ctra vién, chuan bi doi mat voi may
den, swong mu va hiém nguy sip ap toi.

Tuyét dong trong san da bi don dep qua loa, dé 16 ra mét con duong dan
dén gian chinh.
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Nho anh séang yéu 6t hit ra tir phia trong, Ky Y phét hién c¢6 ngudi nam
sdp & ctra phong.

Bay gio Ky Y méi ¥ thire duoc rang, e 1a nhitng du cam khong lanh khi
ndy déu s& tro thanh su that, con nang c6 thé thoat than khoi noi nay hay
khong thi ciing chua biét. Tuy nhién nang khéng c6 Iya chon nao khac, danh
budc 1én xem xét tinh thé, chimg kién hién truong cua vy tham kich nay.

Cudi cuing Quan Ky Y ciing budc t6i vi tri cach ngudi dang nam sap trén
dat kia chi may budc chan. Nang khong dam lai gan hon, so minh s& gidm
phai viing mau dang két thanh bang. Ky Y can than tranh khoi viing mau do
sim 4y, vong qua bén dau cua ngudi nam sip no. Nang hoi cai ngudi roi
chuyén chiéc dén 16ng trong tay minh ra phia trudc dau gbi.

Nang thdy ngudi no nam yén khong dong day, so 1a da tat tho roi. O phia
bén trai trén lung thi thé c6 mot nhat dao dam sau dén noi tang. Vét thuong
da dong lai, khong con chdy mau nira.

Ky Y lui vé sau mdt bude, gidm 1én tuyét dong. Nang hoi khom chan,
gan nhu ngdi x0m trén mat dat ré1 chuyén den 16ng xudng thap hon, cudi
cung cling thay dugc khudén mat cia nguoi no.

- B4 phu Vb Citu.

Nang khong dam nhin k§ khuon mit cia thi thé. B4 phu Vo Citu ngay
thuong luén nghiém mat cau may, Ky Y ¢6 thé tuong tugng duoc phan nao
vé mit cua ong khi hap héi sip d6i mat véi cai chét.

Sau d6 nang chot thdy bén chan ba phu Vo Citu c6 may hang dau chan
rai rac trén tuyét dong, nhitng diu chan ay kéo dai tdi vi tri ma dén 1ong va
anh sang trong phong khong thé chiéu téi. Nang 1an theo ddu chan di vé
phia khoang san ¢ phia Tay gian chinh, mot cai cdy to di kho héo choan hét
tam nhin cta nang.
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Mot doan day thung da bi cat dut ra Xuéng tur trén cdy, cach mat dat
khoang bay, tdm thudc*.

* Thuée: Pon vi do chiéu dai ciia Trung Quéc, bang khodng mét phan ba mét.

Phia dudi soi day thing 1a mot thi thé dang nam ngira trén cai ré 16n nho
ra khoi mat dat ctia goc cay no. D6 1a ca ca ciia Nhi Anh - Thuong Nguyén,
duong duong nam nhi bay thudc cr thé nam lanh bing, cing do ¢ do,
khong con mét chit sinh khi. Nho anh sang tir dén 10ng, Ky Y phét hién
trén c6 Thuong Nguyén c6 mot vét dao cira dai ndm, sau tdc*, mau ban tir
tung thanh nhitng chAm nhé mau dé sam trén nén tuyét dong.

* Tde: Mot tac bcing mot phd‘n muoi mot thuoe.

Ky Y xoay nguoi dinh roi di, nhung roi lai quay dau liéc nhin thi thé cta
Thuong Nguyén. Tir nho bon ho di 16n 1én cing nhau, tinh cam than thiét
nhu huynh muoi rudt thit, khong ai ngod rang chuyén sinh ly tir biét s& téi
d6t ngdt nhu vay. Trong luc thoang liéc nhin 4y, Ky Y lai vap phai thtr gi d6
dudi chan khién nang lao dao, khong nga xudng song dén long lai tudt khoi
tay nang roi xudng dat.

Trude khi anh dén tit ngdom, Ky Y di kip thdy thir ma minh vap phai.
Ban dau nang tuéng d6 1a ré cay, khong ngo lai 1a mot thung g6 rong.

Nang nhit dén 16ng roi trén dat 1én roi di vé phia gian chinh. Thuc ra Ky
Y khong hé mudn budc qua canh cira kia, nang biét rd noi 4y nhét dinh con
c6 canh twong tham thuong hon dang doi nang. Néu dén khong tat, nang
vbn co6 thé vé nha trude, bio cho phu thin Quan V6 Dat biét ba phu va
duong ca* dd qua doi, roi cung phu than tré lai ddy tim nhiing thi thé con
lai.

* Anh ho bén noi.
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Thé nhung ltc nay Ky Y khong thé tim dudng vé nha trong dém toi,
danh phai di vao gian chinh d6t dén 16ng 1én.

bung nhu du li€u cua nang, gian chinh v6 cung Ion xon. B4 mau bi dam
may nhat dao trén lung, con cau con Ut madi squ tudi duge ba dm trong long
thi c6 mot vét thuong tri mang & co.

Y phuc cua hai nguoi déu tham mau den sam.
Mot con dao gam dinh day mau b1 virt trén nén nha.

Ky Y biét con dao nay, nang doi mat vé phia gia dat vii khi trong phong,
qua nhién vo cua con dao van nam & d6. RS rang hung thu di iy con dao
nay tu trén gia sau do ra tay sat hai moi nguoi, vay chirng té hung thu chua
chac da 1a gisic cudp ma rat co thé 1a khach dén tham. Chi c6 vay thi hung
tht méi ¢6 thé nhan lic moi nguoi khong dé phong ma rat dao ra sat hai ca
nha.

Thé nhung...

Ky Y lai nhin vé phia gia bay vii khi bang gd, bén trén con c6 mot thanh
kiém dai sau thudc van ndm trong vo. Than kiém duogc duc tir thép, dé kiém
hinh tron béng ngoc, khéc hoa van, dau vo kiém, doc kiém va mii kiém déu
bang bach ngoc. Trén dau vo kiém c6 hoa van hinh phuong hoang, trén doc
kiém khic hoa vin hinh may. Thanh kiém nay do t6 phu ctia Ky Y uy thac
tho rén ¢ Giang Lang ché tao, chua dung bao gid, dugc bay ¢ do subt bao
nim. Con dao kia ciing duoc rén vao thoi ky d6. Hai thir déu dugc mai rat
sic, lai duoc gilt gin mdt cach can than.

Binh khi chua ting duoc sir dung cudi cung lai dung dé lam nhu vay, Ky
Y tham tho dai, sau 6 nho vao 10 sudi dang chay dé thap sang dén 1ong.

Ra khéi ctra vién Ky Y mdéi cam thay dau don tang thuong. Trudc d6 chi
c6 ndi so trude cai chét gan bén bao trum cam xuc trong long nang. Méi di
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vai budc ma tdm nhin cua nang da nhoa di trong lan nudc mat, khién anh
den cling tréd nén thap thoang mit mo. Ky Y cai dau, nudc mat roi xudng
mat tuy€t trude miii chan nang.

Cho to1 tan luc nay, rot cude Ky 'Y moi chu y té1 mot sy that.
- Tai sao lai thé?

Tim nang bong dap nhanh hon, ndi s¢ da voi dan lai kéo vé khi nang
budc qua ctra vién.

- Khong 18 hung thii van con trén trong phong?

Nang chot hiéu dugc chuyén vira xay ra: Hung thi toi choi sau khi ba
phu ddnh Nhia Anh roi nhdt nang vao nha kho. Luc dy troi con chua d6
tuyét. Han 1a Nha Anh da trén di khi hung thu trd chuyén véi ba phu ¢ gian
chinh, thoi diém d6 tuyét da roi roi. Ky Y suy doan nhu vay, bdi vi nha kho
nhdt Nhi Anh nam ¢ phia sau gian chinh, néu Nha Anh mudn tron thi nhat
dinh phai di qua san cua gian chinh. Khi Nha Anh t61 nha nang thi chi noi 1a
minh bi danh chtr khong nhéc téi chuyén ngudi nha da bi hai. Chang t6 luc
Nhid Anh tron di trong san chua c6 thi thé, 4n mang con chua xay ra. Sau
khi sat hai moi ngudi, hung thi chua roi di ngay ma van & lai trong vién, c6
18 1a @é tim kiém thir gi 6. Lac nghe dugce tiéng goi cra cuia Ky Y, hung thu
moi tron di.

Chi c6 thé giai thich moi chuyén nhu vay, néu khong...

Du luc nay tuyét lai roi thi diu chan chay trén ciia Nhd Anh va dau chan
t5i day cua Ky Y van hién ra rat rd.

Tuyét roi cang luc cang 16n. Khi Ky Y chay nhu bay vé dén cira vién nha
minh thi ddu chan phia sau nang di bi nhitng bong tuyét 16n che phi. Co
nghia 13 tuyét vira roi cling s& phu 1én thi thé cua ba phu va duong ca cia
nang. Nang dimg budc, dung giira troi tuyét, cd gang sip xép dong tu duy
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sau con bi luy dau thuong, song cudi cung cling khong thé dua ra 1oi giai
thich hop 1y hon.

Chi c6 thé giai thich moi chuyén nhu vay, néu khong. ..

Néu khong, tai sao trén mot con dudng khic bén ngoai nha ba phuy lai
khong hé c6 dau chan nao?
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“... Do chinh la tham kich cua gia dinh b4 phu xdy ra vao bén nam
trude.”

Khi Quan L Than ké xong vu an thi sac troi1 van chua to61 han, nhung
anh ta duong noi chan tro1 da nhuéom mau den am dam.

“Bon nam trudc u?”’

Quy nghién ngdm cum tir ndy, roi khong khoi hoi tuéng lai chuyén ngay
Xua.

Khi 4y Quy vira tron mudi ba tudi, mdi bat dau luyén tip ban cung.
Nhitng nét chai trén tay nang bi mai rach hét 1an nay dén lan khac, chay mu
rat dang so, roi khi l1anh thi lai co xat ra ndt chai méi. Vi tudng quan day
nang ban cung da trai qua hang trim tran chién, cling c6 mot vét seo nhur rét
bo trén mat. Khi Quy bén tring bia ¢ do xa trén tdm muoi budc bang cay
cung hai trim can thi vi tuéng quan diing manh 4y méi nd ny cudi trude
mat nang lan dau tién. Vi vét sco ma nu cudi éy con dir dan dang s¢ hon ca
khi 6ng qud mang. Pé an mung, t6i hom ay 6ng va nang ngdi bén vo ruou,
ding gao bau muc ruou dé udng, cho téi khi nang say khuét, ong méi dua
nang vé nha. Ké tir d6, Quy von can trong e dé ciing ngay mot phong
khoang hon.

“Phai r0i, dém 4y Lo Théan lam gi?”
“Liic d6 ta da nga roi, cac ty ty ciing khong danh thirc ta.”
“Pay dung la tac phong cta nguoi.” Quy tréu choc song giong dicu lai

rat diém nhién. Bau khong khi giita hai ngudi hoi ngdt ngat. “Tdi gid hung
tht van chua bi bat vé quy an sao?”
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“Pung theé, téi gio van chua.”

“Néu vay thi c6 18 ta s& gitip dugce phan ndo. Ta timg di theo Kinh Triéu
dodn* dai nhan hoc cach xur an. Khi ¢ Truong An, ta cling tung giup quan
triéu dinh giai quyét vai vu an. Tuy khong tién tham dyu vao viéc diéu tra
nhung ciing may ta kha am hiéu tong két manh méi, roi tir d6 tim ra chan
tuéng.” C6 1& Quy thuc sy mudn lam gi d6 dé gitp Lo Than, cling c6 thé 1a
chang qua nang khong mudn bo qua co hoi pho dién tai nang. “Nhiing diéu
nguoi ké khi niy déu do ty ty Quan Ky Y ctia nguoi thuat lai dting khong?”

* Mot chire quan o Kinh thanh thoi xuwa, twong dwong voi Chu tich/ Thi truong thu do ngay nay.

“Pung vay.” Lo Than gat dau, “Tiéc 1a Ky Y ty da ta thé nén khong thé
cho nguoi biét thém nhiéu chi tiét.”

“Vay duong ty Quan Nhi Anh ctia nguoi thi sao? Han 13 nang ta con nhé
nhitng chuyén trude khi vu an xay ra chu?”

“Co 1& vay, tuy nhién ching ta déu khong dam nhac lai chuyén nim do
tredéc mat ty Ay.” Lo Than giai thich, “Tur khi chuyén dé xay ra, tinh than
cia Nha Anh ty luon khong on dinh, luc nao cling nhot minh trong phong,
dén san nha cling hiém khi budc ra. Pau mua ha hai nam truée, khi Ky Y ty
van con song, ty dy ting kéo bang duoc Nhi Anh ty vao nai hai thao dugc,
al ngd madi di chua duge mot dam duong, Nha Anh ty lién nhin théy mot
con ran hoa* quén trén canh cay roi ngd ngdi trén dat. Ky Y ty danh om lay
ty Ay ra strc an ui, nhung van bi ty dy day ra. Nhi Anh ty ctt ngdi yén nhu
vay, khuon mit do dan, ciing khong néi gi hét, chi co tay trai thuan 1a khong
ngimg co gidt, mot lac 1au sau ty 4y méi co thé guong day, roi duoc Ky Y
ty diu vé phong. Ta khong nghi nhitng nguoi lanh ling vo cam 1a kién
cudng, ma lai cho rang nhitng ngudi vé cling man cam mdi 1a ngudi kién
cudng nhét, vi dé séng tiép ho phai danh d6i bang rat nhiéu nd luc, chip
nhan d6i mit v6i nhitng ndi so. Hubng chi Nhi Anh ty ty con ¢b gang dén

29

vay...
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* Ran hoa: Hay con goi la ran bay, cé thé bay tir cdy nay sang cdy khdc.
Noi to1 day, Lo Than lai 0a khoc nire no.

“Trudce day ro rang Nha Anh ty rat diing cam, khi choti trén ntii véi ta con
bao vé ta...”

Quy budc lai gan ban minh, théo 16p da thudc quin quanh ngodn tay roi
dung mu ban tay dé lau nudc mét cho Lo Than, bsi hai tay Lo Than déu da
bi thi thé ctia chim tri lam do.

“Nha cua cac nguoi ¢ rat gan nhau ding khong?”

“Khong xa. Cach nhau chua téi mot dim, ma con 1a duong hém nti dé
di. Hai bén vach nui déu dung dimg cheo leo, ciing khong phai so thi di
nhay tr trén nai xudng. Vay nén dém 4y tuy Nha Anh ty khong cam dén
theo nhung ty ay van c6 thé chay toi mot minh.”

“Ra la thé. Sau khi Quan Ky Y thuat lai moi chuyén, cha nguoi lai dich
than t&1 nha ba phu nguoi sao?”

“Dung, Ky Y ty cling di theo.”

“Um. Ta hiéu r6i. Quan Nha Anh t&i nha nguoi vao nhap nhoang toi,
tuyét d3 ngling roi, nhung trén mat dat van con tuyét dong. Boi vay trén
duong tir nha ba phu nguoi dén nha nguoi ¢6 ddu chin cia nang ta. Nhung
khi t6i nang ta lai khong nhéc gi dén vu huyét an...” Quy phan tich, “Phai
r0i, néu Quan Nha Anh mubn tron tir nha kho giam gitr nang ta dé t6i nha
nguoi thi nhat dinh phai di qua khoanh san trudc gian chinh u?”

“Nhat dinh phai di qua d6.”
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“Vay tac 13, néu khong phai nang ta dang ra stc gidu giém thi han 1a
hung 4n xay ra sau khi nang ta roi nha. C6 diéu lic nang ta roi nha thi tuyét
da ngung roi, gia st sau khi Quan Nha Anh ro1 nha, hung thi méi téi nha
ba phu nguoi tir mdt con duong khac, vay ciing phai dé lai dau chéan trén
duong chir nhi? Nhung 1an dau tién Quan Ky Y t6i hién truong xay ra vu
an, trén con dudng dan tir nha ba phu nguoi vao nai khong co dau chan cia
bat ki ai. Piéu nay ching to...”

“Chting t6 hung thu da tdi nha ba phu V6 Citu trude khi tuyét nging roi,
roi ¢ lai t6i khi Nhd Anh roi di. Vay thi trong thdi gian d6 hung thu phai
tron & noi nao day?”

“Ky Y ty doan rang, trong khoang thoi gian d6 hung thi & lai gian chinh
v6i than phan 1a khach.”

“Néu vay thi hung thi s& ra tay sat hai bat dau tir gian chinh, giét b4 mau
va duong d€ cua nguoi trudce tién, sau dé6 madi gieét ba phu va cudi cung la
duong ca ctia nguoi.”

“Néu hung khi da duoc 13y tir gia bay vii khi & gian chinh...”

“Pay chinh 12 tinh tiét ma ta ban khoan nhat.” Quy lic dau rdi noi tiép:
“Qua 101 ké cua nguoi, ta van con mot nghi van vé hung khi. Néu khong
thao g& duoc nghi van nay thi gia thuyét cua ty ty nguoi khong thé nao
thanh 1ap. Ta khong hiéu tai sao hung thu khong sir dung thanh kiém dai
trén gia bay vl khi ma lai chon con dao gam kia?”

“Co 18 vi thay tién hon. Dung kiém dai trong nha khong thé tién bang
dung dao gam duoc.”

“0 trong nha thi c¢6 1& 1a vay, nhung ba phu va dudng ca ctia nguoi déu bi

sat hai & bén ngoai co ma. Bay gio chung ta c6 thé chia ra ba trudng hop dé
thao luan vé vu 4n nay. Thu nhét, khi vy 4n bat dau xay ra, ca hai nguoi ho
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déu ¢ trong gian chinh. Néu nghi nhu vay thi ho ciing qua nhat gan, hung
thu chi cAm mét con dao gam ma bon ho da bo mac phu nit tré con roi chi
chdm cham thoat than mdt minh. Ma khi hung thu truy kich bon ho, 1€ ra
phai cam lay thanh kiém dai kia méi ding. Béi vay, chung ta c6 thé loai trir
truong hop nay. Thir hai, khi vu an xay ra, gitta ba phu va duong ca cua
nguoi chi c6 mot nguodi ¢ trong gian chinh, ngudi con lai & bén ngoai. Dua
theo 1y do tuong tu, truong hop nay cling kho ma thanh 1ap. Vay thi chi con
truong hop thir ba, khi vy 4n xay ra hai ngudi ho déu & bén ngoai, ba phu
nguoi nghe thiy tiéng thét kinh hoang cua vo con méi chay vé phia gian
chinh va bi sat hai trudc ctra...”

“Néi vay thi hung thii cang nén lay thanh kiém dai kia xudng dé sat hai
ong ay chtr, dung khong?”

“Pung thé.” Néi toi day, Quy im ling trong gidy lat, c6 1& vi mudn cho
L6 Than thoi gian dé sap xép tu duy. “Hung thu lya chon hung khi mot cach
rat bat thuong, ma suy doan ciia Quan Ky Y ciing khong thé giai thich dugc
diém dang ngd ndy, vdy nén e rang gia thiét ciia nang ta khong thé thanh
lap. Vay 1a chiing ta chac chan phai cdn nhic dén gia thiét khac.”

“Gia thiét khac? Ta khong hiéu.”

“Gia st hung thu gay an khong phai nguoi ngoai...”

“Tiéu Quy, nguoi c6 biét minh dang noi gi khong?”

L6 Than thoang sitng ngudi, chim tri duoc cAm trong tay ciing roi xudng
dat. Nang khong thé tiép tuc nghi theo mach tu duy cua Quy, ciing khong
hy vong Quy néi tiép. L6 Than chot nhan ra réng, nguol ban trudc mat
minh da xam nhép vao vung cAm, néu dé mic nang tiép tuc tim hiéu vu an

thi chi khién tinh ban m&i chom né ctia hai nguoi chim vao bong t61 ma
thoi.
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“Ta duong nhién biét minh dang néi gi.” Quy khong dé ¥ 1a ca ngudi Lo
Than d3 run 1én, ring cling cin chit vao méi. “Néu trén mit tuyét chi co
dau chan cta Quan Nhi Anh, ma nang ta lai 1a nguoi séng so6t duy nhat cta
ca nha ba phu nguoi, vy ching ta cling phai thao luan mot chut vé gia thiét
nay - Li€u duong ty Quan Nhda Anh cua nguoi c¢6 phai la hung thu hay
khong?”

Trudc cau héi nay, Lo Than im lang khong dap.

“Néu chung ta gia st nang ta 1a hung tha, vay trude khi suy xét d¢én 1y do
lira chon hung khi, chiing ta con phai giai quyét mot van dé khac, d6 1a lam
thé nao ma Quan Nha Anh lai vao duoc gian chinh dé l1dy hung khi? Nang
ta vira bi danh, lai bi nhot vao trong kho, lic d6 khong thé dudong dudng
chinh chinh di vao gian chinh diing khéng? Thé nhung, chuyén bi nhot vao
kho chi 1a 161 n61 mgt phia cua nang ta, biét dau sau khi bi danh nang ta van
& trong gian chinh thi sao. Vay tirc 1a nang ta s& c6 co hoi lay dugc hung
khi. Bay gio, chiing ta lai suy xét dén 1y do vi sao nang ta lai chon dao gam
ma khong chon kiém dai. C6 18 nguyén nhén ciing rat don gian, d6 1a dao
gam dé& cat gidu hon kiém. C6 thé suy doan thé nay, vi khong mudn tiép tuc
phai chiu ngugc dai, Nha Anh da c6 y dinh sat hai cd nha. Nhan luc phu
than va ca ca khong & trong gian chinh, mau than va dé dé khong cha y,
nang ta da 1ay con dao gam tir trén gia bay binh khi roi gidu ra sau nguoi,
sau d6 lang ling sat hai mau than va dé dé. Tiép d6 nang ta trén ra canh
cua, dy dinh s€ phuc kich ba phu nguoi va cling da thanh cong. Sau khi
trang may nhat dao vao lung, ba phu nguoi bo ra bén ngoai may thudc roi
nga trén mat dat. Khi 4y dudng ca nguoi dang dimg canh gdc cdy 16n & phia
Tay san nha, khong hé hay biét vé tham kich vira xay ra. Quan Nhi Anh
bén gidu dao gim sau nguoi, toi gan Quan Thugng Nguyén nhu khéng co
chuyén gi, sau d6... Lo Than, nguoi c6 dang nghe khong day?”

“Pu ro1 Tieu Quy, khdong can noi ti€p nira. Ta van con mudn lam ban véi
nguoi.”
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“Tuy gia thiét nay hop 1y hon gia thiét dau tién, nhung con cé rat nhiéu
diém khong giai thich dugc. Vi du, s¢i day thung bi chat dut buong thong
tir trén cdy xudng c6 vai tro gi? Lai vi du nhu, vi sao thung gd ma ty ty
nguoi vap phai lai xuat hién & d6? Mot dap an hoan my phai vira giai thich
dugc ly do hung thu lga chon hung khi, vira thdo g& dugc nhiing diém dang
ngd kia. RS rang 1a suy luan khi ndy cia ta khong lam duoc diéu d6.”

May ma, may ma Tiéu Quy khong nghi ngd ngudi than cta minh - Lo
Than tham mung 1, bap thit cing cing trén mit cling gian ra. Tuy nhién
nhitng hoai nghi ma Quy d3 gico vao long nang thi chang thé xua tan, boi vi
gia thiét hung thtl gdy an 13 ngudi ngoai gan nhu d3 bi Quy loai trir. Pén gio
thi L6 Than danh dat hét hy vong vao tri tué ciia Quy, mong nang co thé
dua ra 101 giai thich hop 1y dé thao g& moi diém dang ngo - Giai thich tai
sao hung thu lai chon dao gam ma khong phai kiém dai, ciing giai thich vai
tro ctiia doan day thing va thung g0 kia. ..

Song cudi cung Quy ciing khong bi anh huong bdi y mudn cia Lo Than.
Ong Troi d3 ban cho nang tri thong minh du dé hiéu rd hét thay, nhu thé chi

vi muén nang tiép tuc lam Lo Than ton thuong.

Thé r6i Quy thong dong mé miéng, nodi ra 101 giai ddp ma nang thay hop
Iy nhat:

“Theo ta nghi, hung thu thuc sy chinh 1a ty ty Quan Ky Y ctuia nguoi.”
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“S¢ di chung ta cho rang hung thu lya chon dao gam ma khong phai
kiém dai 12 mot hanh dong bat hop 1y, chi boi vi kiém dai thich hop dung dé
giét ngudi hon dao gam. C6 diéu néu dung dé lam nhitng viéc khac thi dao
gam lai tién hon kiém dai. Vay nén gia sir hung tha 1y dao gam dé dung
vao viéc khac thi hanh dong nay lién trd nén hoan toan hop 1y.” Quy giai
thich, “N6i cach khac, viéc hung thu ra tay giét nguoi chi 1a ¥ niém bt chot
clia nang ta. Sau khi ding dao gam dé lam xong viéc gi d6, nang ta méi co
y dinh giét ca nha ba phu nguoi.”

L6 Than phdt 16 Quy, nhung nghe diéu ndy ma ring minh s¢ hai.

“Vay la viéc gi ma dung dao gam thi tién con dung kiém dai lai khong
tién day? Co rat nhiéu viéc nhu thé, két hop voi manh méi dé lai ¢ hién
truong thi dung 13 viéc nay - Trude khi giét ngudi, hung thu ding dao gam
cat dat soi day thimg mac trén cai cay kia.”

“Soi day do...”

L6 Than van dang gian dbi khong mudén néi chuyén véi Quy, lai khong
kim long duoc ma 1én tiéng.

“Ta nghi L6 Than ciing doan ra cong dung ctia soi day kia roi. Ba phu
nguoi 1a mot ngudi tan nhan, ong ta khong c6 y dinh tha thir cho Nhi Anh.
Sau khi phat hién nang tron khoi nha kho, ba phu nguoi bén muén phat Nha
Anh gip boi. Theo nhu suy doan cia ta thi ¢6 1& chuyén ngay hom 4y da
dién ra thé nay...

Khi Quan Ky Y t&i nha ba phu nguoi thi ca nha bon ho van binh thuong.

B4 phu nguoi dang cam day thimg budc 1én cai cdy 16n trong san kia, con
duong ca nguoi thi dang mang thung gb dung nudc vé phia d6. B4 mau va
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duong dé nguoi han dang ¢ trong gian chinh sudi 4m bén 10 sudi. Thay
Quan Ky Y t6i choi, nguoi trong nha lién chio héi rdi moi nang ta vao nha
suoi cho 4m nguoi, nang ta bén nghe theo. Ciing vao luc 4y, Quan Ky Y
nghe thay cudc trd chuyén ciia ba phu va dudng ca nguoi.

Hoa ra chuyén Nha Anh tron khoi nha kho d3 bi phat hién, ba phu nguoi
quyét dinh khi nao Nha Anh trd lai s& treo nang ta 1én cai cdy kia, roi quat
nang ta mot tran dé trimg phat vi dam trén di. Ma s di can thung nuée 1a vi
mot khi danh Nha Anh dén ngét xiu thi can dung nudc lanh dé gioi tinh.
Khi Quan Ky Y biét chuyén nay at 1a cuc ky kinh hai, vi véi tinh trang hién
gid cia Quan Nhi Anh thi e rang nang khong thé chiu dung su trimg phat
nghiém khac nhu thé. Quan Ky Y chi mu6n ngin can ba phu. Béi vy nang
ta rat con dao gam kia tir trén gia bay binh khi, chay t6i chd cai cay, cat dut
soi day thimg dinh ding dé tréi Nhi Anh rdi bit dau tranh chap véi ba phu.
Cudi cung cudc tranh cai khong co két qua, ba phu van khing khing bat
Nha Anh phai chiu ‘su tring phat thich dang’, thé 1a...”

Trong khoanh khic 4y, L6 Than ciing d3 tin két luan ctia Quy, nhét thoi
nang thdy mat dat dudi chan nhu syt xudng, cay co tréi noi giita khong
trung, vun vut quay tron quanh ngudi1 minh.

Nang khép hai gbi lai, hai tay chéng 1én dui, ha thap trong tdm cta co
the, cb gang dé ban than khong nga xudng dat.

“... Thé 1a Quan Ky Y dung con dao gam kia dé sat hai ca nha ba phu
nguoi. Nang ta 1am vy chi vi muén bao vé Quan Nha Anh. Pong thoi, hién
truong vu an ma Quan Ky Y miéu ta lai voi nguoi khong phai tinh hinh that
¢ nha ba phu nguoi ma chi Ia hién truong do nang ta bia dat ra thoi.”

Khi 4y Lo Than con chua biét rang, Quy thang thin va uyén bac ciing co
mot mat tan khdc, chi boc 16 khi nang & bén ty nit Tiéu Huu cta minh.
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Suy luan khi nay ciling chi c6 Quy thuong xuyén dung roi sat phat méi
nghi ra.

Cai tén Tiéu Huu nay do chinh Quy chon, trich tir thién Ddn lao thudc
Pai nhd*. Tir khi duge dit cho cai tén nay, thiéu nit Tiéu Huu nho hon Quy
mot tudi dy dd bat dau hanh trinh nhan sinh gian kho khong ngimg. Quy di
du ngoan tir Truong An t6i dat S&, Tiéu Huu ludn cun cat theo sau, nhitng
chuyén nho trong sinh hoat thuong ngay déu do mét tay nang lo liéu. Tir d6
c6 thé nhan ra, “Tiéu Huu**” 12 bé ngoai, ma “Dan lao***” m&i 1a dung y
thuc su khi Quy chon cho nang cai tén nay.

* Dai nha - Dén lao: Mot bai tho trong Kinh Thi.
** Co nghia la nghi ngoi.

*#% Nghia la nguwoi dan lao dong.

Khi Quy va Lo Than ra ngodi san ban, Tiéu Huu dang quét don gian
phong danh cho khach ma nha ho Quan chuan bi cho Quy.

Quy xuét than tir thé gia vong tdc ludn cuc ky kén chon trong chuyén an
&, Tiéu Huu hau ha nang vo cung can than. Thinh thoang Quy ciing trach
phat Tiéu Huu nhung khong ning né, tham chi chua bao gid khién Tiéu
Huu phai khoc. Puong nhién, hau hét thoi diém ay Tiéu Huu ciing khong
lam sai gi c4, chang qua 1a bi chii nhan nghiém khic trat gidn 1én nguoi ma
thoi.

“Nhung né€u la nhu vay, Tiéu Quy...”
“Lo Than, ngwoi mudn noi gi co?”

Gi16 16n bong nod1 1én, cudn lay bui dat va hoa 14 ludt qua vat ao cua hai
nguoi.
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pé nghe 0 L§ Than noi chuyén, Quy budc 1€n phia trudc mot budc,
nhung L Than lai kho chiu quay mat di, cham cha nhin canh hoang hoén da
mo di trong lan nudc mat.

Tich duong da tat, hong nhan dang hoa thanh xuong kho, khién timg dan
qua den bay luon phia chan troi.

Ban dau, thoat tién & ria rang may nhuém mot chit mau tia nhat nhoa,
sau d6 dan lan vao phia trong, t6i khi chi con lai mot thoang may hong
vuong trén dinh ndi xa. Luc ndy, tich duong d hoan toan bién mat. Mot vét
anh sang chiéu tir sau lung nui vao trong may, dat mot mau vang van duc
1én ria den cua ting may. Chang bao lau sau, thir trang strc ré tién nay ciing
bi bong ra trng mang t&1 khi khong con sot lai chut gi.

Pam may ty lai phia Tay bau troi rét cudc ciing hoa thanh mot bo xuong
mau den, chang c6 ldy mot miéng thit thdi sot lai trén Ay.

Cuo1 cung may den cling tan bién gitra tro1 dém. Trudc khi vang trang ha
huyén moc 1€n, chang ai chu y téi su ton tai cua no.

“... Tiéu Quy, that khong may, c6 1& gia thiét cuia nguoi khong thé thanh
1ap dugce.” Lo Than lanh lung né1, “Gia st Ky Y ty dung 1a hung thu, vay ty
ay hoan toan khéng can cho chung ta biét chuyén vé dau chan, boi vi
chuyén d6 chi c6 mot minh ty Ay biét ma thoi. Khi Ky Y ty vé nha bao véi
phu than, troi lai d6 tuyét 16n, dau chan duoc luu lai déu bi che phu. Ky Y
ty hoan toan c6 thé che gidu chuyén do, chi can khong nhéc t6i chuyén trén
con duong kia khong c6 dau chan thi bat ky ai ciing s& cho rang, trudc khi
tuyét 16n lai roi, & noi d6 con luu lai ddu chan cua hung thu dén tir bén
ngoai. Néu ty 4y 13 hung thu, viéc ty 4y ké ra chuyén nay 1a cuc ky bat loi
cho ban than. Nhung boi vi Ky Y ty di ké ra chuyén vé dau chan, nén ty ay
khong thé 1a hung thu duoc.”

Nghe L6 Théan néi nhitng 101 ndy, Quy gt dau.
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“C6 1& nguoi noi dung. Ta khong biét tinh cach cua nang ta, cling khong
thé nao hiéu rd. Ty ty cia nguoi co phai ngudi can trong khong? Néu khong
phai, rat c6 thé nang ta d 1 miéng néi ra...”

“Ti€u Quy, v€ con nguoi Ky Y ty, nguoi hiéu dugc bao nhiéu co chu?”

“Ta gan nhu khong biét gi vé nang ta. Chi biét nang ta vo cing yéu
thuong Nhi Anh ty, 1a mot nguoi rat diu dang, va da qua doi vao mot nim
truge.”

“R& rang nguoi chang biét gi ca, vdy ma khi ndy nguoi lai phong doan vé
ty &y mot cach doc dia nhu vay. Ta ghét Tiéu Quy thé nay lam.”

Quy ctii dau nghe Lo Than chi trich.

“Ca doi Ky Y ty chua timg ra khoi Van Mong trach. Ta khong biét rot
cudc diéu nay l1a may man hay 13 bat hanh cua ty ay. Ta chi biét rang, Ky Y
ty van luén khao khat thé gidi rong 10n bén ngoai Van Mong. C6 co* cua ta
da léy mot vi nhac su ho Chung, thuong ¢ tai Truong An, vao dip nay héng
nam ludn vé Van Mong trach dé tham gia 18 té. Ky Y ty nghe c6 co ké rat
nhiéu chuyén vé Truong An, ciing mong méi trong 10ng. Nghe ndi ty dy
timg 4m tham nho ¢b ¢6 tim giup mot vi phu té & Trudng An. Tuy nhién
phu than lai c6 tinh toan khac voi twong lai ciia ty 4y. Phu than von cho
rang, nha ba phu da c6 con trai truong ké nghiép, con trai at thi dé 1am con
nudi cho nha minh. Nhung vi chuyén xdy ra vao bén nim trudc, phy than
khong thé khong can nhéc lai van dé dong ddi cta nha ho Quan, két qua 1a
trong trach nay duong nhién roi xuéng vai ctia truéng nir Ky Y ty. Tuc 14,
phu than hy vong ty dy c6 thé...”

* Em gdi cua cha.
“Hy vong nang ta ¢ thé tuyén mot vi chué té* ding khong?”

* Nguoi o ré nha vo.
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“Puing thé. V&i nguoi mot 10ng mudn roi khoi Van Mong trach nhu Ky
Y ty, diéu nay duong nhién 1a mot ca da kich ning né. Nguyén vong sudt
bao lau nay ctia Ky Y ty van ludn 1a liy chong & mot noi khac bén ngoai
Van Mong trach, 16i dan theo ca Nhd Anh ty cung di. Trong suy nghi cia ty
ay, chi c6 lam vy thi méi bao vé duoc Nhd Anh ty, tranh dé ba phu qué
nghiém khiac tiép tuc 1lam Nhi Anh ty ton thwong. Du rang, sau sy viéc xdy
ra vao bon nim trudc ba phu di qua doi - néi thé nay co 18 khong on 1am,
song su thyc la nhu vay - Tom lai nguyén vong bao vé Nha Anh ty duong
nhu di thanh hién thue. Co 18 bay gio Ky Y ty mdi nhan ra nguyén vong
thuc su cua minh ky thuc chi 1a ro1 khoi Van Mong trach, roi khoi chdn
hoang vu ma gia toc ho Quan doi doi an cu. Ky Y ty nhay cam nhu vay,
chac chin da tu trach minh mot phen, du sao nhat dinh ty iy da nghi day la
mot ¥ niém ich ky. Ciing c6 thé xuat phat tir sy tu trach ndy ma cudi cing
Ky Y ty da chip thuan yéu cau ctia phy than, déng ¥ dé phu than chon cho
ty ay mot vi chué té. Co diéu trong long Ky Y ty at han 1a cuc ky, cuc ky
khong cam tam...”

“Vay thi ding la kha dang thuong.”
Nghe xong cau chuyén vé Ky Y, Quy khong khoi thd dai.

Po6i v6i ngudi con gai sinh ra trong mot gia tdc phi quy, chuyén & bén
chué t& dén hét doi 1a mot cai két vo cung khing khiép.

Trong mat nguoi thoi do, chué té chang khac gi nd boc, chi 1a mot cong
cu dé gia toc khong c6 con trai ndi doi tong duong ma thoi. Mot gia toc co
con gai nhung khong c6 con trai, néu mudn kéo dai huyét thong dong ho thi
khong thé khong tim chué té. Trong phong tuc mot thoi ¢ Hoai Nam, ban
con cua minh cho nguoi khac dugc goi la “chué tu”; cling la chit “chué”, tur
d6 c6 thé suy ra dia vi thap kém cua chué té, ma khoi ngudn cia cach goi
“chué t&” cling c6 thé giai thich nhu vay.
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Quan Ky Y dong ¥ dé phu than tuyén cho minh mot chué té, dai thé ciing
chinh 14 d6ng y dé ong 4y ga minh cho mot nd boc.

S¢ di phai “tuyén”, bdi vi nha ho Quan chua nudi nguoi hau nam, can
mua mdgt chué tr vé dé lam chué té ctia Quan Ky Y.

Chi can Quan Ky Y va chué té sinh ra con trai thi huong khoi cua gia toc
ho Quan ciing c6 thé tiép tuc kéo dai.

Nhung vay cling c6 nghia 1a Quan Ky Y phai song dén hét doi véi mot
nd bdc, con phai nhuc nha lam chuyén giuong chi€éu voi né boc, ré1 con
sinh ra c6t nhuc cua nd bdc.

Gidc mong Trudng An kéo dai hon muoi nam danh tan nat.
Tuong lai cho doi Quan Ky Y chi con lai sy tuyét vong ma thoi.

“Boi vay chang bao 1au sau Ky Y ty lién d6 bénh roi qua doi, e rang trai
tim cta ty 4y dd sém roi khoi nhan thé. Khi dm ning, ty y di doan minh
khong thé vuot qua ctra ai nay, bén ndi voi may ty mudi bon ta rang: ‘Xin
16, so réng ty vua mat, cac mudi s& phai ganh chiu ndi bat hanh cta ty.’
Thuc ra Giang Ly ty van ludn tap luyén dién tdu nhac khi, cling vi mudn roi
khoi noi nay, trd thanh mot nhac su gidng nhu ¢6 phu*. Con Nhi Anh ty thi
phai nd luc hoan thanh di nguyén cta ba phu, dé ban than tré thanh Vu ni
dugc tham du vao 18 té cua vuong triéu. Nghi di nght lai, e la trong trach
nay s€ phai do ta gadnh vac...”

* Chil - chong ciia co.
Nghe t61 day, Quy chi nhiu may, dirng lang im ma khong noi gi.

“Luc 1am chung, Ky Y ty di hat mot doan trong Ciiu chwong, c6 18 Tiéu
Quy ciing doan dugc 13 doan nao... Ma thdi, ciing khong can doan, du sao

https://thuviensach.vn



cau tra 1oi chiac chan rat bi thuong. Néu nguoi doan sai, ta con phai nghe
thém vai cau tho budn ba. Lic 1am chung, Ky Y ty da hat ring:

Thurong cdi song ciia ta chi buon buc hé,
Mot minh o trong nui sdu.
Ta khéng hay déi long ma theo tuc hé,
Panh ta tron doi ma 6m sau.*
* Trich tir tdc pham Civu chwong - Thiép giang ciia Khudt Nguyén, ban dich ciia Phan Ké Binh.

Lan nay thi Vu Lang Quy ciing phai roi 1 vi nguoi con gai ma nang chua
timg gap y.

“Nhung Lo Than a, nguoi c6 biét khong,” Quy nitc nd néi, “Lay mot
chué té von khong phai s6 ménh bi tham nhét. Ta ciing 13 trudng nit, ta ciing
c6 tuong lai budc phai d6i mat. Khong, phai néi 13, nhimng xiéng xich kia da
som quan quanh nguoi ta. Co 18 nguoi khong biét, thoi Xuan Thu, nudc Té
c6 mot vi Qudc quan ngu ngde, thuy hiéu 1a “Twong cong’, y timg ha 1énh:
Truong nit trong gia tdc khong duoc 1y chong. Trudng nit bi cdm lay
chong phai chu tri chuyén 1& bai thd cing trong gia tdc, dugce goi 13 “Vu
nhi’. Sau d6 nguoi Té déu tin rang, néu ‘Vu nhi’ liy chdng thi gia toc cia
nang sé gip tai vong, ban than nang cling vo cling bat hanh. Pén nay dat Té
van con loai phong tuc nay. Tuy ta sinh ra va 16n 1én & Trudng An nhung
gia toc Vu Liang diu sao ciing bit nguodn tir dat Té, boi vAy phai tudn theo
hu tuc nay. Chi vi m¢nh I¢nh cua tén hon quan kia ma s6 ménh cta ta da bi
dinh doat tir rat 1au roi. Khong sai, ta 13 truong nit, ngdy bé phu mau ciing
goitala ‘Vunhi’...”

Noi téi day, Quy mim cudi day chua xot.
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“Hi€u r61 chtr, Lo Than, s6 ménh nuc cuoi biét bao! Sudt ki€p nay, ta
cling khong duoc lay chong.”
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Chwong 2

Gia tdc te tuu khach chung vui
Son hao hai vi tram ngan moén*

* Trich trong bai Chiéu hon cia Khudat Nguyén, ciing cé nguoi cho rang ciia Tong Ngoc.
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1]

Ban dém Quy thay mot bo y phuc moéng bang lua rdi cung Lo Thén téi
sanh chinh. Con Tiéu Huu thi & nha bép phia Pong gitp nguoi hau nha ho
Quan chuan bi com canh.

Néc nha sanh chinh c¢6 dung bbn tru g, nhin nhu mi quan cim 1ong
chim tri, truéc sanh dit bon buc binh phong. Mot birc rém che mau do tuoi
c6 théu hinh phuong bang kim tuyén, dinh vong vang kham ngoc thach va
tua rua dugc giing gifta cac cot nha. Trong sanh, mdi bén bay hai cay dén
bay ngon, mdi ngon treo mot chiéc dén léng dé di lai. Giira hai cay den lai
c6 mot dinh huong bang déng c6 dé. Pén va dinh huong déu ma vang. Xem
hinh déng bé ngoai thi dudng nhu 1a do ¢ thdi Luc qudc. Xua kia gia toc
ho Quan chu tri viéc té bai cua nude S&, dat dugc phong déu 1a noi mau
md, dd dac do vuong that ban ting ciing toan 1a bau vat thé gian. Nhung sau
chién loan khéi lra, nudc mat nha tan, vinh hoa ngay cii nay da tiéu diéu
hoang hoai, ké ca nhiing thtr d0 ma vang nay ciing phai dan mau sic nim
Xua.

Khoi hvong lang dang, cang tré nén mit mo dudi den dudc ruc rd.

Khi & Trudng An, Quy rat thich suu tip nhitng mui huong la téi tir Ty
Vue, trong d6 nang thich nhit huong “Khude Tt do st gia nude Nguyét
Chi mang toi Trudng An. Tuong truyén rang loai huong nay dén tir hai dao,
mudn ldy duoc rat khé khin ma hinh dang ciing rit x4u xi, song huong
thom lai hiém c6 trén doi, dot mot chut 1a huong van vit may ngay khong
tan. Boi vay tuy gia gan nhu dat bang bach ngoc, nhung Quy da sai Tiéu
Huu 4m tham dén Cao Nhai* mua rat nhiéu lan.

* Mot con pho thoi Han, o trong cita Nam thanh Truong An, la noi ddat sw quan cua cac nuoc.
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So vd1 nd thi huong xo6ng ctia nha ho Quan hom nay chi la huong co
thom* tdm thudng nhat ma thoi. C6 diéu trong dinh lai thém gimg cao
luvong va moc lan nén mai tao ra mot mui huong ma Quy chua ngtri bao

N\

g1o0.

* C6 thom la tir chi chung cdc loai hoa, ¢6, thdo dwoc dwge ding dé xéng téa hiwong thom ciia
nguwoi Trung Quoc thoi xiwea, gitip an than, tam trang thie thdi, hodc tri ngat mii, ngat tho... tiry vao

loai hoa, co hodc thao duwoc.

Chu nhan Quan V6 Dat di ¢ trong sanh, 6ng moi Quy ngdi xudng ghé
trén phia TAy quay mat vé phia Pong.

Trude chd ngdi ¢6 ban an, mat ban son mau, con chan thi boc dong ma
vang.

Thuong ngay Quy dung com khong dung ban dn c6 chan nhu vay, ma
dung loai mam khong chan, trén mam don du chén bat, trong chén dung
ruou. Trong khi nang dung com, Tiéu Huu nhat dinh phai ngdi ddi dién voi
nang, hai tay naing mam 1én ngang may. Dung com xong, Quy s& nhap mot
ngum rugu suc miéng. Khi dung com, néu Quy vui vé hodc cam thdy com
nudc ngon miéng thi s& 1énh cho Tiéu Huu ngang dau lén, dung diia trong
tay minh bon d6 an cho Tiéu Huu. Tuy diéu nay s& khién viéc giit mam cia
Tiéu Huu kho khin hon song Tiéu Huu s& thay vui vé, du sao ddy ciing 13
su tan thudng ctia chu nhan danh cho cong viéc ciia minh. Nhung néu Quy
mudn trat gian 1én dau Tiéu Huu, hodc com nudc khién Quy bat mén, vay
Tiéu Huu s& bi ddi xir mot cach tan nhan. Quy sé d6 hét com nudce con thira
1én dau Tiéu Huu, roi bat nang phai naing mam cho toi khi minh hét gian
mai thoi.

Trén ban an c6 mot chiée “nhiém khi” bang dong, day la thir dung khi an
thit. Thir goi 13 “nhiém khi” nay co6 hai bd phan trén va dudi. Dudi 1a mot
bép 10 nho nhd, trén 1a mdt cai du bang dong. Khi dung thi cho nudc twong
dd ném ném vao trong au, nhém 10 sau d6 bo thit da ludc vdéi nude vao
trong 4u dé nau. Lam vay vira c6 thé giir cho thit nong hoi, vira giup thit
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ngam duogc huong vi cia nude twong. Puong nhién, chi ¢é ba chiéc “nhiém
khi” nhu vay dugc bay trén ban tiéc. Mot chiéc dat trén ban cua Quy, mot
chiéc danh cho vi khach dén mudn, chiéc con lai do chti nhan Quan V6 Dat
su dung.

Bén trai “nhiém khi” bay mot cai coc c6 quai hai bén, trong coc khong
cO nudc. Bén canh coc lai 1a mot chiéc muoi son mai dung d€ muc rugu.

Quy lai dé y dén hi ton* dit trén dat & gan ban an ctia minh. Thir nay 1am
bang dong, hinh trau, trén lung c6 nip, trong bung chtra rugu. Tir khi bay,
tam tudi, Quy da doc duoc cau “Hi ton twong twong**” trong Kinh Thi***.
C6 diéu & thanh Truong An thir d6 dung rugu nay da tuyét tich tir lau nén
nang chua bao gio thay tan mat. Hi ton nha ho Quan st dung han ciing 1 d6
luu truyén tir xa xua. Quy khong khoi cam khéi trong long, con trau bi
ngudi ta mo nap trén lung nay vé mat vo cung ngoan ngodn hién lanh, ciing
that 13 nhan nhuc, qua 13 c6 may phan gidng ty nit ctia minh.

* Do dung rwou hinh trau, thuwong xuat hién o thoi Xudan Thu Chién Quoc hoac thoi Thuwong Chu.

** Trich trong bai tho Lé Tung - Bi Cung ciia Kinh Thi. Cdu nay cé nghia la “Chén cham chén

kéu vang lanh lanh”.

*E% Bo tuyén tdp tho ca vo danh cua Trung Quoc, mot trong nam bo sach kinh dién cua Nho

giao.

Nguoi nha ho Quan va Quy déu da ngdi vao chd. Phu nhan cia trudng
toc Quan Vo Dat - Diéu thi va con gai Giang Ly, Lo Than cling c6 mat. Bén
canh L) Than la duong ty cua nang - Quan Nha Anh, Quan Khoa - mudi
mudi cua Quan Vo6 Dat cling da ngéi vao chd, ba tir Truong An lan 101 vé
day, da téi truée Quy may ngdy. Con trai va con gai ciia ba ciing téi, ngdi ké
bén ba, 1an luot tén 13 Trién Thi va Hoi Vii. Mudi mudi bang tuéi Tiéu Huu,
con ca ca thi hon nang nam tudi. Quan Khoa va phu quin Chung Tuyén
Cong con c6 mot cau con trai nita, nhung vi tudi con nhod nén chua thé di
xa. Do cong viéc qua ban ron nén Chung Tuyén Cong khong thé téi du.
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Nam nay vi stic khoe ciia Quan V6 Dat khong tot nén ong khong dinh chu
tri 18 té ma giao cong viéc tru bi cho mudi mudi Quan Khoa lo li¢u, con viéc
mua té than thi do con gai Giang Ly phu trach.

Khéch moi con chua to1 da, chu nha va khach moi nhin nhau cling té
nhat, bén bit dau trd chuyén tan giu. Vi hdm nay Quy méi dén, budi chiéu
lai ra ngoai san ban nén c6 rat nhiéu nguoi chua gip nang bao gid, nang bén
2161 thiéu ban than vdi bon ho.

Pung lac iy Tiéu Huu 1am xong viéce & trong bép, di vao sanh chinh, cui
nguoi ngdi quy gbi phia sau Quy, dé 1at nita c¢6 thé hau cha nhan udng ruou
dung com. Quy tién thé gi6i thiéu ca Tiéu Huu. Nhitng nguoi timg doc Kink
Thi & day déu cam thay cai tén “Tiéu Huu” nay rat hay. Sau d6 Quan Vo
Dat gig1 thi€u nguoi than trong tdc cua minh véi Quy.

Vi khach moi dén mudn no tén 1a Bach Chi Thuy, nguo1 Van Mong, nam
nay da bén muoi tudi. Thoi tré ong timg du hoc ¢ Truong An, theo Ha Hau
Thuy Xwong* hoc Kinh Thi, hoc cao hiéu rong, nhung cudi cung khong
nhan dugc mot chirc quan nao.

* Mot nha Nho néi tiéng thoi Han.

Thoi d6 “Thi hoc” dugc chia thanh bdn phai, nhung chi c6 ba phai Té,
Lo, Han 1a dugc chinh thic thira nhan ma thoi. Khi Bach Chi Thuy &
Truong An, phai “Tho Han” ma tiéu biéu 1a Han Anh dang déc thé. Khi
duong kim hoang thuong diang co, thay gido cia Ha Hau Thiy Xuong la
Vién Cb Sinh di gén chin muoi tudi, khong thé muu ciu dia vi cho hoc
thuyét cia minh trudc mat Hoang dé, ma khi d6 Ha Hau Thuy Xuwong hay
con tré, cling khong duoc Hoang dé tin nhiém. Két qua 1a phai “Tho T&” do
bon ho dai dién tir tir suy bai.

May nam sau, Bach Chi Thuy vé qué, & nha day hoc, cudi cung van

chang dugc nhu nguyén. Trong hoc thuat, 6ng khong dong ¥ véi cac hoc
thuyét bao thu cii k¥, luén mudbn 1ap mot phai tu tuéng mdi, tuy nhién vi
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xuat than tir dat Sé nén khong khoi vién dan rat nhicu chuyén quy quai dé
giai thich Kinh Thi. Cudi cing bi dong mon coi 1a ké mé tin di doan, stc
anh huong khong thé vuot ra khoi Van Mong.

M4y nam nay nhd sy nd luc cia Ha Hau Thay Xuong ma phai “Tho Té”
lai tr& nén hung thinh, co diéu Bach Chi Thuy bi déng mon xa lanh nén
chang nhan duoc loi ich gi. Khi & Truong An, Quy timg nghe vé hoc thuyét
ciia Bach Chi Thily. La mot Vu nit, nang mau chéng bi hoc thuyét ay thu
hut.

Kién giai noi tiéng nhat ctia Bach Chi Thuy chinh 13 101 giai thich cta
ong vé sau phan cudi cua bai Nam son thudc Té phong trong Kinh Thi. Ong
cho rang nhiing vin tho nay déu miéu ta Vu nit nudc Té - vi 13 trudng nix
nén khong dugc lay chong. Tuy Quy khong dong tinh véi hoc thuyét cia
ong song cam thiy 6ng ¢ thé hiéu duoc ndi bi ai ctia minh.

Mot trang tiéng ngua hi cat ngang hoi e ciia Quy, chang bao lau sau
Bach Chi Thuy da di vao sanh chinh.

Bach Chi Thity cao tdm thudc, mic 1& phuc mau dé tim, dung khin van
toc, cao 16n ma uy nghi. Bay gio tuy 6ng dang cudi nhung nép nhin giira
hai 16ng may sin sit, han 1a thudng ngay ludn séng trong u uét, nhitng budn
phién ctr thé in han trén tran.

T6i khi Bach Chi Thiy ngdi vao chd thi bita tiéc lién chinh thirc bat dau.

Quan V6 Dat 1énh cho nguoi hau cua minh rot déy mot cdc rugu rdi moi
Bach Chi Thuy, lai r6t mot coc moi Quy. Hai ngudi udng xong, Tiéu Huu
d3 rot thém hai cde, dit trén ban ctia Quy, hai ngudi nang cdc kinh chu nha.
Sau khi chu khach d6i am, nhimg ngudi khac ciing udng mot cbe. Khi Ay,
Quan Khoa phai nguoi hau nha ho Quan di l1dy ¢6 cAm, Quy ciing bao Tiéu
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Huu chun bi dan sat. Téi khi nhac cu duoc mang to1, Chung Trién Thi bén
gay dan gop vui, Ho1 Vi hat bai Thanh Duong™ hoa theo diéu nhac.

* Thanh Dwong chi mua xudan. Thoi Han, khi tien hanh dai dién té troi ciing té bai ca cac vi than
cua bon mua. Khuc Thanh Dwong nay dwoc sang tac danh riéng cho viéc té bai than mua xuan.
Khung canh han hoan phoi phoi khap noi khi xudn vé trong bai hat thé hién woc nguyén cau mong

binh an va hanh phiic véi than linh.

Mbia xudn am dp da téi, cé cdy nay loc dam choéi. Mwa xudn gieo rdc
khdp chén, mudn lodi vieon minh sinh séi. Sam xudn rén vang tirng trdn,
mudng thi tinh gidc dia choi, két thic ky ngii déng dai, bat dau mét mia
xudn méi. Cé cdy khéi phuc xanh twoi, sinh linh 16n 1én nhiw thoi. Xudn
sang van vat don mung, mang on hué dén moi noi. Tat thay dat dao suc
séng, phiic xudn chan chira dat troi.

Trong long Quy ciing biét day 1a nhac khic duoc hat trong 1& t& vuong
triéu, dan thuong khong duoc phép hat trong yén tiéc. Nhung lac & nha
nang thuong gip chuyén vuot quyén dang niy nén ciing chang hé ban tam.
Chung Hoi Vii hat xong, Quy bén gay dan sat hat bai Quy bién*, phan cubi
viét rang:

* Mot bai tho thuéc Tiéu Nha, Kinh Thi.

Mii 1é da hwou tuyét dep, ngay ngan déi trén dinh dau. Ruou néng ciia
nguoi rdat ngot, mén nham cia nguoi that ngon. Pén dday ndao cé nguoi
ngoai? Péu la anh em chii bac. Nhir hoa tuyét bay trude mat, nhw hat bdng
sa khdp troi. Chang dodn dwoc ngay ta thé, chang hay khi ndo lai gip. Toi
nay thoa thich che chén, qudn tu mo tiéc chung vui.

Pay 1a mot trong nhitng bai ma Quy thich nhat trong Kink Thi. Nhat 1a
cau “Chang dodn dwegc ngay ta thé, chang hay khi nao lai gdp”, mdi lan hat
1én déu khién nang xtc dong khon ngudi. Poi nguoi du sao ciing ngan ngui,
“Tu xua ai cling déu phai chét”*, moi cudc tu hop, moi cude vui déu c6 hoi
két. Bira tiéc hom nay han 1a khong du dé danh dong véi canh tuong dugc
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miéu ta trong bai tho ndy. Con ngudi 1am tho gio & noi dau? Tir d6 dén nay,
nhimg nguoi timg hat vang nhac khic nay han ciing khong it, song gior dy
con lai dugc miy ngudi?

* Mot cau trong Ludn ngir.

Sau khi udng ruou hat ca, ngudi nha ho Quan mang mét cai ndi dong téa
hoi néng vao trong phong, chia thit trong ndi cho timg ngudi. Tiéu Huu
ngdi mot bén cham ltra “nhiém khi” ctia Quy rdi nhung thit vao trong au.
Thyc ra ludi ciia Quy khong thé chiu ndi dd an qua néng, nhung nang van
an nhan lac n6 con néng. T mui vi ¢d thé doan duoc day la thit lon sira,
hon nira con 12 & phan vai thom ngon nhat, Quy tham cam kich thinh tinh
ctia cht nha, tuy rang loai d6 an binh thudng nay chang thé khién nang thoa
man.

Lat sau, nguo1 nha ho Quan bung ndi déng di, lai mang vao mot cai vac
déng, bén trong chura thit chim da dugc ludc voi nude tréng. Do chinh la
chim tri ma Quy sin hom nay. Nguoi hau xé thit tc thanh soi nho réi chia
cho Quy, chuin bj cho nang mot khay nuéc gidm. Quy chdm thit vao gidm
roi 4n, nang thiy rat ngon miéng.

Sau d6, mot au dong chira com tring dugc mang vao tiéc, ngodi ra con
c6 vai hil dua mudi, bén trong chira cac loai dwa mudi khac nhau. Lan nay
L6 Than ty tay lay dua mudi trong hil ra, dit 1én dia roi dua téi trudc mat
Quy, Quy con chua kip cam on thi Lo Than di 1én tiéng trudce:

“Xin hay an nhiéu mot chat, day 1a rau quy* mudi ddy. Vao thang Chin
hang nam, chung ta cat timg gdc quy non ra khoi dat roi bé ching vao hil
wdp mudi. D6 thém nude bén trén, quy khong thé thé duoc, sang nam lién
bién thanh timg miéng timg miéng quy mudi nhu vay. Ta thich nhat 1a quy
thé nay, dn vao thanh thanh gion gion ngon miéng, Tiéu Quy c¢6 mubn ném
thir hay khong?”

* Rau quy: Con co tén khac la dau bap, muop tay, gom... Chir Quy nay giong voi tén cua Quy.
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Thoi d6, “quy” 1a moén rau dua thudng thay nhét trén ban com, tir nho toi
16m, Quy ludn bi nhitng ngudi té nhat dua gion mot cach té nhat nhu thé, da
sdm quen roi, boi vy ciing chang dé trong long.

“Ta bao nay.” Quy than thd, “Nguoi va ta déu 1a thuc vat*, khong nén
tréu choc nhau mo1 phai.”

* Lo Than con goi la Lo giap, chinh la cay thuy hwong. Quy noi vay y la tén cua minh va Lo Thdn

déu chi cdy cé thiee vit.

L6 Than ngam lai thay ciing ¢ 1y, bén tu thiy x4u ho, khong noi thém gi
nira. Nhung khi nang dang dinh vé chd minh thi Quy kéo tay 40 nang lai.

“Ngoi lai di, tir nhé ta da khong an ‘dong loai’, nguoi phai chiu trach
nhiém an hét mé ‘Tiéu Quy’ nay madi dugce.”

“Dong loai la sa0?” Lo Than ti¢n thé nhao t61 bén nguot Quy, chi vao
nang hoi, “Thé ta c6 dugce an ‘Tiéu Quy’ nay khong?”

“Cai nay thi khong dugc. Nguoi thuc su han ta, han t61 mirc han khong
thé an thit udng mau ta u?”

Tuy ngoai miéng Quy dung han ba chir “han” lién, nhung trong mat toan
la y cuoi.

“Um, ta khong thé thich mdt ngudi téi mirc muon an thit uéng mau
nguoi do sao?” Lo Than héi nguoc lai, “Ngoai an ra thi dau con cach nao

khién ddi phuong tr¢ thanh mot phan ciia chinh minh nira?”

“Yéu mot ngudi thi phai khién ngudi d6 tré thanh mot phan caa chinh
minh u? S¢ thich cia Lo Than ky la that day.”

“U, hodc 14 khién ban than trd thanh mot phan ctia nguoi dy ciing dugc.”
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“Piéu nay thi dé dang hon d6.” Quy nga nga say, khé cudi néi, “Chi can
lam nguoi Ay ton thuong 1a duge. Y ta khong phai 1a sy tén thuong vé gan
cot da thit ma 13 ton thuong trong long. Lam mot vai chuyén ma nguoi ay
khong thé chiu noi, néi ra nhitng 10i ma ngudi ay khong thé tiép thu, khién
trong 10ng nguoi dy ludn c6 vét thuong do nguoi tao nén subt quing doi
con lai. Vay thi nguoi cling da trd thanh mot phan cta nguoi 4y.”

L6 Than lang ling nghe 1y luan hoang duong ciia Quy.

“Thé nhung, chi vy van chua di. Du sao minh van 1a minh, chua thé
hoan toan bién thanh mot phan ctia doi1 phuong. Néu mudn lam to1 cung thi
phai khién ban than thuc sy bién mat méi duoc.”

“Dung cai chét ctia minh dé 1am nguoi ay ton thuong?” Lo Thén to ra
khong dong tinh, “Lai c¢6 nguoi dung phuong thirc ndy dé biéu dat tinh yéu
cia minh that u? Néu vy ma ciing goi 1 yéu thi thuc ra tha tinh yéu nay
chang khac gi han.”

“Nguoi sai r6i, Lo Than. Pay moi 13 tinh yéu maénh liét nhat. Nhimg
danh than thoi xua, thang than can gian, hi sinh vi nghia chinh 1a nhu thé -
Dung céi chét ciia minh dé luu lai thuong ton trong 10ng quan vuong, dua
vao d6 dé dat duoc muc dich khuyén ran. Ngii Tir Tu* ting hung binh diét
S¢ da 1am nhu vay, ma Khuat Nguyén** mot 1ong muén phuc hung nudc
S& ciing lam nhu thé. Viéc bon ho tu sat bat ngudn tir 1ong trung quan ai
qudc hét myc: Khién chinh kién ciia ban than trd thanh mot phan trong sinh
ménh cliia quan vuong.”

* Mot nha quan sy noi tieng cua Trung Quoc, ong lam quan Pai phu nuoc Ngo cuoi thoi Xudn

Thu.

** Mot chinh tri gia, nha tho xuat than tie hoang toc nuwoc So thoi Chien Quoc. Ong la nha tho
yéu nuoc vi dai trong lich su Trung Hoa, nguoi dat nén mong cho van hoc theo chu nghia lang man o

Trung Quoc, dwoc goi la “ong t6 cua tho ca Trung Hoa”.

“Khuat Nguyén dau c6 giong nhu nguoi noi...”

https://thuviensach.vn



“That khong?” Quy thd dai, “Nguoi nghi nhu thé chi vi nguoi khong biét
ma thoi. Vay hdy dé ta ké cho nguoi hay rét cudc Khuat Nguyén 1a ngudi

'79

thé nao, da song mot cudc doi ra sao
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2]

Tu khi bita tiéc bat dau Bach Chi Thay luén ban 6n chuyén vo1 Quan Vo
Dat, Quy von khong thé chen 10i. Tuy nhién khi nang cao giong ndi ra cau
ay thi sy chu y cuia Bach Chi Thuy lién bi kéo vé phia nay. Khong nhiing
vay bira tiéc dn a0 ndo nhiét bong tré nén im éng, moi nguoi rat to mo vé
nhirng diéu ma Quy sap ndi ra.

“Nam mudi tudi, 1an dau ta doc duge Ly tao*, vira doc da mé€, ngam di
tung lai khong biét bao nhiéu lan, ngay d6 ta khong hé biét than thé cua
Khuit Nguyén. Hai nim sau, mot Vu nit ngudi nude SO sdng & Truong An
t5i thim viéng nha ta, boi vdy ta dd thinh gido ba ay rat nhiéu chuyén vé
Khuat Nguyén, méi biét co 1& cach hiéu cii ctia ta c6 van dé. May nim sau,
rdt cude ta da doc hét toan bo tac pham cua Khuit Nguyén, cam thiy cach
hiéu ban dau cua minh 14 hoan toan chinh xac. Vi ban dau ta chua ting
nghe nhiing sy tich luu truyén trén doi vé Khuit Nguyén ma chi suy doan
than phan va nhitng diéu tac gia ting gip phai qua Ly fao, viy nén cai nhin
cta ta khong giéng voi cach hiéu thong thuong. Ma suy doan gdy mau
thuin nhiéu nhat véi nhitng tu liéu luu truyén vé Khuat Nguyén, do6 1a van
dé gi6i tinh cua tac gia. Theo ta thay thi than phan cua Khuat Nguyén
khong chi 1a mot ST dai phu**, ma con 1a mdt Vu nit tham du vao viéc tho
phung té bai ciia nudc S6.”

* Mot trong nhitng bai tho néi tiéng nhat lich sir Trung Quéc do Khudt Nguyén sdng tac. Ly tao
dich ra tieng Viét co nghia la sw oan than, sy buon phién hay noi sau ly biét. Nhitng cdau tho trich dan

trong truyén nay sir dung ban dich ciia Nhwong Tong.

** Mot chire quan [om thoi xua.

“Vu... nu?”
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Moi ngudi ¢ day déu kinh ngac ho 18n hodc ri ram ban tan, khung canh
lai tré& nén nao nhiét, con Quy lai binh tinh gat dau.

“Pau tién, ching ta hiy sap xép lai xem Khuat Nguyén di miéu ta ban
than trong tic pham nhu thé nao.

Trong Ly tao, xuyén subt tic pham Khuat Nguyén déu coi minh nhu nit
gidi, vi du nhu ‘Ching ghen ta c6 may ngai, Phao cho ta tiéng con nguoi
lang lo’. Pong thoi, doc k¥ timg cau ting chit thi ¢ thé phat hién that ra
Khuat Nguyén d3 miéu ta ban than thanh Vu nit. Vi du nhu Khuat Nguyén
viét: ‘Thi xin theo 16i ciing nhw Banh, Ham’, con viét: ‘Banh Ham dau dé ta
thoi di theo’. ‘Banh Ham’ ¢ day, dua theo cau ‘Moi Vu Ham lai ta thi hoi
han’, ¢ thé suy ra chi Vu Banh va Vu Ham duoc ghi chép trong Thé Bdn*.
Bon ho 14 phap su trong truyén thuyét, mot nguoi phat minh ra y thuat,
ngudi kia phat minh ra boi toan. Trén day chinh 14 bang chimg dau tién cho
thay Khuat Nguyén da miéu ta ban than thanh Vu nir.

* Bo sach sur do Sur quan thoi Tién Tan bién soan, chu yeu ghi chép vé dé vwong, chu hau va cdc

gia toc lon thoi Thuong co.

Trong Ly fao va nhimg tic pham khac, Khuit Nguyén thuong xuyén
miéu ta ban than hai hoa c¢é. Thuc ra day chinh 1a cong viéc cua Vu nir, vi
du nhu ‘Méc lan sém cdt trén doi, Péng thanh chiéu hdi bén ngodi bén
séng’, ‘Rut ré cdy ta xe soi chi, Xau canh hoa thién Iy xinh xinh’. Trong
Ciru bién, Tong Ngoc* ciing dd miéu ta Khuat Nguyén thé nay: ‘Tudng
rang nguwoi chi thich cai hoa hué’. Mic du trong tic pham hay viét rang:
‘Cat phir dung may nép xiém dai’, ‘Tét lan thu lai lam dai deo thwong’,
cling chinh 1a dung hoa c6 lam vat trang strc cho minh, thé nhung ta van cho
rang ba 4y hai nhiéu hoa cé nhu vay that ra khong phai vi muc dich nay.
Trong sach 1& ctia nha Nho c6 ghi chép ché do quan lai thoi co, trong do
nhic dén chirc trach ctia mot chuc quan la ‘N vu’**, c6 mgt muc la ‘h4n
duc’, nghia 13 dung hoa c6 dé tim rira. Ta nghi ddy méi 13 muc dich thuc su
ma nhan vat chinh trong Ly fao héi hoa cé. Trén ddy chinh 1a bang chimg
thir hai cho thdy Khuit Nguyén di miéu ta ban than thanh Vu nit.
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* Nguoi So thoi Chiéen Quoc, dé tu cua Khuat Nguyén, vi thuong tiéc nguoi thay cua minh bi ham

hai nén viét Ciru bién dé bay t6 néi xét xa.
(2) Nit phap sw, nit phu thuy.

Con nira, trong Ly tao ¢6 mot cau 1a ‘Muwon chim tram* moi manh néi
hé, Tram tra loi: Viée d6 khéng xudil’. ‘Khong xudi’ & day tuc 1a khong
may man. Vay vi sao chuyén hon su y lai khong may man? Nguyén nhan
rat don gian, vi nhan vat chinh trong tac phém bi troi budc boi cam ki
khong thé két hon, nén tinh yéu cua nang chac chan sé két thuc trong dau
kho bat hanh. Trén day chinh 13 bang chimg tht ba cho thdy Khuat Nguyén
da mi€u ta ban than thanh Vu nir.

* Loai chim ¢6 djc theo truyén thuyét co.

Theo cach giai thich truyén thong thi ngudi ta ludn nodi cach viét nay la
su ‘gl gam’, tic 13 so sanh ngudi phu nit dep véi mot bé toi trung thanh.
Nhung ta khong cho 14 vay, boi vi gia st ddy 13 sy gui gdm thi trong tac
pham tir dau dén cudi Khuat Nguyén nén viét minh thanh mot nir tir bat
hanh méi dang. Tuy nhién Khuat Nguyén lai viét: ‘Mii ta dgi xéc cho cao
ngat, Pai ta deo budng thdt diu dang’. CAu ndy miéu ta trang phuc cla
minh, 1d rang d6 1a nam trang mic trén nguoi S dai phu. Chung ta c6 thé
tham khao thém mot tac pham khac ctia Khuat Nguyén 1a Thiép giang,
trong bai tho nay Khuat Nguyén viét: ‘Ta thud nhé wa mdc do la hé, Tudi
da gia ma chwa théi. Peo gwom dai chi lap lanh hé, PJi mii thiét van chi
cao 16i’, song ta ciing khong thdy bo y phuc ndy co gi ki la, ddy chinh 1a
trang phuc binh thudng nhét cua Si dai phu dat S¢ ma thoi. C6 diéu néu mot
cO gai an mdc nhu vay thi qua thuc co thé goi la ‘d6 la’. Noi cach khac,
nhan vat chinh trong tic pham ciia Khuat Nguyén khong chi 1a mot Vu nit,
ma con la mot Vu nitr mac nam trang tur thué nho cho téi khi vé gia. Néu
dung 1y luan “giri gam’ dé giai thich thi ding 1a khong hop 1y. Ta khong biét
ai doan duoc ra nhimng cau tho miéu ta nam trang nay 1a phép an du gi do.
Néu khong thé giai thich bang 1y luan ‘giri gam’ thi ching ta danh d6i 16i tu
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duy dé 1y giai nhitng cau tho nay - E rang, toan bd nhitng diéu trén déu 1a ta
thuc, Khuét Nguyén chinh 1a mot Vu nit mac nam trang ca doi ma budc 1én
hang ngti St dai phu!”

Khi Quy néi ra suy doan cua minh, chi c6 mét minh Bach Chi Thuy cho
rang “Suy doan ndy dang dé xem xét”, con Lo Than thi bao minh nhét thoi
chua thé chap nhan dugc. Thay vay, Quy néi tiép:

“Chu vi khong thé chap nhan quan diém nay, han 13 vi theo 1& thuong thi
nit gigi khong thé lam quan. Ma Khuéat Nguyén lai ting lam Ta d6, Tam Lu
dai phu, lai tung di st nudc Té&, con tham gia vao vi¢c bién soan hién phap
nudc S&, voi lai duong nhu day khong phai viée Vu nit nén lam. Nhung sau
khi doc Td thi Xudn Thu* va gia pha vuong that nudc So, ta lai nghi chuyén
nhu vdy hoan toan c6 thé xay ra ¢ nude S¢ thoi do.”

* Tiwee Td truyén, tac pham som nhat viét ve lich sw cua Trung Quoc, phan anh giai doan tir nam

722 trudc Cong Nguyén den nam 468 trucéc Cong Nguyén.

“Tiéu Quy con hiéu o van hoa lich sir cia nudc S& hon ngudi S& chiing
ta u?” Lo Than bat man noi.

“Duong nhién ta khong tu tin nhu vay. Nhung b 7a thi Xudn Thu nay
duoc cat gidu rat ky, ngudi ngoai kho long thdy duoc. C6 ngudi noi, Gia
Nghi c6 thé hiéu thau bo sach nay, song ta ciing khong nghe ai bao rang co
nguoi tiép thu duoc hoc van cia b sach nay tir 6ng 4y. Cudi cung ta danh
b6 ra mot sd tién 16n dé mua chudc Thai sir 1énh méi ¢6 duogc ban sao cua
n6. Tuy d6i lic trong sach c6 trich ddn Kinh Xudn Thu*, nhung phan 16n
déu viét vé sir cli. Vi mot sb chuyén trong d6 van co tai liéu lich sir khac dé
tra cru, nén sau khi 1an lugt kiém tra, ta nhan ra toan bd nhirng diéu Td thi
Xudn Thu ghi lai déu 1a su that. Boi vay ta nghi nhitng ghi chép vé nudc S
thoi 1ap qudc cling c6 thé tin duoc.

* Cling duwoc goi la Lan Kinh, la bo bién nién su cua nuwoc Lo viet vé giai doan tir nam 722 TCN
toi nam 481 TCN.
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Ta thi Xudn Thu viét rang, khi Ttr Cach phan bac lai So Linh vuong ¢6
noi: ‘Xwa kia tién viwong Hung Dich cua chung ta o Kinh son héo lanh, di
xe thé so mdc do rdch, séng noi thdo da, bén ba niii rimg, phung siw thién
tik, chi ¢6 cung lam tir g6 dao, tén lam tir g6 tdo dung dé cung phung dai s
ciia vieong thdt.” Poan trude 1a chi qua trinh duyng nude gian kho, rat dé
hiéu, con ‘Cung lam tir g6 ddo, tén lam tir g tdo dimg dé cung phung dai
Sy cua vieong that’ c6 phﬁn khé hiéu. Thuc ra thi & mot doan khac trong Td
thi Xudn Thu tung viét, ‘Cung tir g6 dao, tén tir g6 tdo ¢ tic dung phong
trir tai hoa’. Ttc 1a vao thoi ky dau to tién nuéc S¢ - Hung Dich ciing
khong c6 ning lyc khac, ma chuyén duy nhat 1am duogc chi 1a dung cung g
dao, tén gd tdo dé tranh tai hoa, cau khan 6ng Trdi phu ho ma thoi. Hay néi
dung hon, nén moéng 1ap qudc cia nude S khong phai 1a vl lyc ma 13 vu
thuat.

Tir d6 6 thé suy ra, S& vuong thoi dy vira 1a mot vi quan vuong thé tuc,
vira 14 mot phap su dugc t6n sing & vi tri tdi thuong. Muoi lam doi ké tir
thoi Hung Dich, toi thoi So V3§ vuong, thé ché qudc gia di co su thay doi.
Nudc S khi éy, chinh tri va ton gidao da dan tach biét, dia vi cua phap su
ngay cang thap hon. Boi vay tdi thoi So Chiéu vuong thi nudc S¢ khong
thé khong tién hanh cai cach ton gido.

Nguoi dé xuit cai cach tén gido chinh 13 t6 tién cua cac vi - Quan Xa
Phu, ong ay ciling 1a mot trong nhitng ¢6 nhan ma ta khAm phyc nhat. Van
dé Quan Xa Phu dua ra dugc ghi chép trong Xuan Thu ngogi truyén, ta nghi
chéc chan cac vi phai hiéu rd hon ta, d6 chinh 13 “Tuyét dia thién thong’. Lo
Than, nguoi c6 hiéu dugc ham nghia thuc su cia tu tudng nay khéng?”

Quan Lo Than khong dam tra 101, Quy bén néi tiép.
““Tuyét dia thién thong’, c6 nghia 1a xdy dung than dao ctia mot qudc

gia. Tu ‘Than dao’ da xuét hién trong Chu Dich*, ta chi muon dung mot
chut dé giai thich cho & ma thoi. Quan Xa Phu da giai thich tu tudng nay
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trén nghia den nhu sau: ‘Chuyén Huc chap nhén, bén 1énh cho quan Nam
chinh 14 Trong quéan 1y cac su vu lién quan dén troi va chu than, lai 1énh cho
quan Hoa chinh 13 Lé quan 1y cac sy vu lién quan dén dat va dan chung,
giup khoi phuc quy ct ngay xua, khong con xdm pham lan nhau nira’**,
nhung nghia bong 14 tach biét viéc té troi va té dat cho hai vi phap su khac
nhau quan 1y, bon ho cung chiu trach nhiém trudc quan vuong, cling chi co
quan vuong moi co thé cai quan bon ho. ‘Thién’ va ‘bia’ 1an luot ung voi
‘Than’ va ‘Dan’, quyén té bai bi ling doan trong tay quan vuong. Quan Xa
Phu dua ra hoc thuyét nay han 14 can ¢ vao hién trang cua nudc S khi do.
Ta nghi thoi d6 nudc SO cling c6 rat nhiéu Pai phu, quan lai nudi phap su
trong nha dé phuc vu cho chinh minh, ty ¥ té bai cic vi than trong trdi dat,
loai té bai cau khan riéng tu nay c6 thé coi 1a mot loai ‘Té dam’. Néu cir dé
vay thi viéc tho cung té bai ciia qudc gia at s& bi bé bé, nhitng ménh 1énh
khoéng lién quan dén ton gido ciing kho c6 thé truyén dat duoc. Boi vay ong
éy moi cho r:?mg viéc thuc hién ‘Tuyé¢t dia thién thong’ 1a tat yéu, dé dung
nén hé théng kiém soat viéc té bai cua qudc gia, nhd d6 ma xay lai mot
quéc gia voi chinh tri ton gido hop nhat.”

* Kinh Dich la mot quyén trong Ngii Kinh, néi vé cdc tw tong triét hoc cia ngwoi Trung Hoa cé
dai dua trén cac khai niem am duong, bat qudi... Kinh Dich thoi Chu goi la Chu Dich.

** Chuyén Hiic tirc Huyén Dé la mot vi vua Trung Hoa cé dai, mét trong Ngii Pé. Theo Sir Ky,

ong la nguoi ké vi cua Hoang Pe. Nam chinh va Hoa chinh la nhitng churc quan thoi Thuong co.

“Nhung nhimg diéu nguoi vira noéi thi lién quan gi dén than phan cia
Khuat Nguyén?” Lo Théan hoi.

“Plng ndng rudt, ta s& ban vé van dé& nay ngay day.” Quy néi, “Khi lap
luan vé van dé nay Quan Xa Phuy con cd y giai thich khai niém ‘Vu’: “Trong
s6 dan chung c6 nhitng ngudi vira tinh than ddi dao, chuyén tim mot long
vira nghiém can chinh tryuc - tai tri ctia ho mang lai ich loi cho do1, sy sang
sudt ctia ho soi roi mudn noi, anh mat ho ngdi sang va nhin thau tat thay,
d6i tai ho nhanh nhay va nghe t6 bén phuong, thé nén than linh da giang
tran thong qua ho, nam goi 1a Hich, nit goi 1a Vu’. Ong 4y khang dinh phu
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nit cling c6 ning luc giao tiép véi than linh, ddy 1a mot tién dé dé ong ay
xay dung hoc thuyét.

C6 thé khang dinh rang tuy Quan Xa Phu khong néi 1, song trong hé
théng than dao qubc gia ma ong dy xay dung chac chian khong chi ¢6 hai vi
phap su phu trach té troi va té dat ma thoi. Pé gitp dé vuong co thé cai
quan toan bo su vy vé ton gido va thé tuc, bat budc phai thanh 1ap mdt thé
ché quan 1y v6i toan bo phap su trong ca nudce, phan chia dang cip, phan
cong trach nhiém cho phap su.

Bay gid Vu nit va Vu nam déu duoc xép vao hé thong quan 1y ton gido
qudc gia. Hé théng ndy vén ton tai song song véi hé théng quan lai binh
thuong, co diéu vé sau hai hé théng nay lai kho ma tach biét, cudi cung két
hop lai, thé 1a quan lai va phap su c6 thé chuyén doi than phan. Béi vay, 1a
mot Vu nit, nhung Khuat Nguyén hoan toan c6 thé dam nhiém céc chirc
quan nhu Ta do, Tam Lu dai phu.”

Quy nodi xong suy luan ciia minh, thdy moi nguoi trong phong chi cui
dau udng ruou, khong dé y t6i 101 nang. Bay gio Quy mdi nhd ra, to tién gia
toc ho Quan khong nhiing timg dua ra kién nghi “Tuyét dja thién thong” véi
S& Chiéu vuong, ma con timg cong su voi Khuit Nguyén. Tuy chuyén nim
do da lu vao di vang, song ludn c6 mot vai chuyén ma nguoi ngoai khong
biét con luu truyén téi ngay nay.

Noéi vé Khuat Nguyén trude mit nguodi nha ho Quan, dung 1a khong biét
lugng strc minh.

Pung lac Quy nghi nhu vay thi Quan Nhi Anh luén im ling bong dua ra
quan diém cta minh.

“Quan diém cua Vu Lang quan®* rat doi tha vi, voi loai ngudi ndng can
1, : g Cc¢

nhu ta thi qua thuc c6 strc thuyét phuc. Han 13 nguoi cling khat khao mot
cudc song giéng nhu Khuiat Nguyén. Co diéu, trong ba bang ching ma
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nguoi dua ra khi 14p luan ménh dé ‘Khuat Nguyén 1a Vu nit’ ndy, c6 mot
bang chimg khong thé thanh 1ap.”

* Cdach goi thé hién su ton trong doi phwong cua nguoi thoi xua o Trung Quoc. Gom ho hay tén

nguoi dwoc goi them “quan” dang sau.

Khi n6i chuyén, khuén mat Nha Anh ho hitng vo cam, giong di€u ciling
déu déu, nang nd1 cham té1 mue khién ngudi ta mudn giuc nang mot phen,
khac han vo1 Lo Than vui vé hoat bat.

“Nguoi noi, vi nhan vat chinh cua Ly tao bi tréi bude boi cam ki khong
thé 1ap gia dinh, nén tinh yéu ciia nang ta chic chan s& két thuc trong bat
hanh. Nhung ¢ dat So khong c6 cam ki nhu thé. Khong nhitng khong ¢,
ma con... C6 vai 101 ding 13 khong nén néi gitta chén dong ngudi thé nay.
Boi vay néu tién thi nguoi hiy lai gin day mot lat, ta co thé noi nho cho
nguoi nghe.”

“0? Ta nhat dinh phai dich than qua d6 u?” Quy ludi nhic quay sang
nhin Tiéu Huu, thi tham véi nang, “Co vé kha rac roi. Chi bang thé nay di,
em thay ta tGi chd Nha Anh ty ty, rdi chuyén 10i ty 4y mudén néi cho ta.”

Tiéu Huu di bang gbi tdi bén Nhia Anh, Quy ngdi tai chd nhin Nhi Anh
thi thAm voi nang, dudng nhu chi ndi ra mot cau thoéi. Ma sau khi nghe
xong thi Tiéu Huu kinh ngac thét 1én mot tiéng rat khé, con lay tay che
miéng theo théi quen. Thuc ra mdi 1an nhan ra minh néi sai, ning déu s&
lam dong tac nay.

Khi Tiéu Huu tré lai bén Quy, trong nang nhu mat hon mat via.

“Qua nhién 14 cht nhan ty di nghe thi tot hon, chuyén Nha Anh ty ty néi,
em ciing khong hiéu lam...”

Tiéu Huu ngap ngimg ndi. Nang 1a mot c6 bé khong gioi gidu giém. Quy
lai 13 ngudi thong minh, chdp mat da hiéu ra nguyén do.
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“Tic 1a Vu nir dat Sé thuc ra rat dam loan?”

“Y cua ta chinh la vay.”

Nghe duoc ddi thoai gitta Quy va Nha Anh, moi ngudi ngdi d6 déu giat
minh. Lo Than ngéi bén Quy cling cam nhan dugc anh mét cia moi nguoi
dang tap trung vé phia nay. Nang che mit, 1am bam: “Ta c6 nén tranh di
mot 1at khong nhi.” Tiéu Huu cudi khd nhin Lo Than, dung anh mét dé noi
v6i nang: “Xin 161, cht nhan cia ta luén nhu thé, mong ngai dimg trach.”

“Vay a? Ta ctr tuong dat So ciing c6 cAm ki nay co ddy.” Quy ndi,
“Trong Ta thi Xuan Thu c6 ghi lai 101 cia Cong chiia nudc Sé - Quy M,
rang: ‘P 1a nir tir, truong phu cling phai xa cach’, ta con tudong véi Vu nir
thi chuyén nam nir cang nghiém ngdt hon co...”

“Thuc ra vi Cong chiua Quy Mi ma nguoi noi, vé sau ga cho Chung Kién,
nguoi nay chinh 13 t6 tién c¢6 phu* cua ta. Boi vay chuyén ay ciing c6 chd
bat dong v&i nhitng gi Vu Liang quéan di biét. Bay gio Quy Mi noéi voi Chiéu
vuong, ‘D3 13 nir tir, truong phu ciing phai xa cach, Chung Kién di cong ta
roi.” Bé ngoai ndi 1a vi Chung Kién ting cdng nang 4y nén nang ay nhat
dinh phai 1y Chung Kién, thyc ra chi 12 kiém c¢ ma thoi. Khi 4y Dinh D6
d3 bi quan ddi nudc Ngo danh chiém, Quy Mi va Chung Kién luu vong toi
Van Mong, chuyén bon ho tung lam cung nhau khong chi c6 cong thoi
dau... Chuyén con lai, xin nguoi tw ngdm nghi di.”

* Choéng cua co.

Nha Anh vua n6i xong, huynh mudi Chung thi cuoi trdm, con Quan
Khoa thi t6 vé khong vui.
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Nha Anh dang 1a mdt thiéu nir phan nghich, thdo nao lai bi phu than
trach phat nhu thé - Quy khong khoi tham danh gia Nha Anh nhu vay.

“Xem ra ta da qua khinh thuong nguoi xua...”

“Van Mong khong phai 14 noi chi dé san ban nhu rat nhidu nguoi ngoai
van tuong. Thuc ra né cling dugce ding vao nhiéu viéc khac. Néu Vu Ling
quan timg doc Cao Puong phii, Than nit phii ciia Tong Ngoc thi han 13 ¢6
thé tudng twong duogc. Trong Cao Puong phii, Téng Ngoc viét minh va So
Tuong vuong cung du ngoan trén dinh Van Mong, thdy quan Cao Puong,
con viét tién vuong ting mo thdy Than nitr Vu Son giao hop véi minh.
Trong Thdn nir phii lai viét S& Tuong vuong cling mo thdy Than nir. Thé
nhung chan tuéng cau chuyén rot cudc 1a thé nao day?”

“Puing day, 1a thé nao vay?” Quy nghiéng dau, hoi véi vé to mo.

“Ttr thoi Tuong vuong téi nay moi qua chua dén hai traim nam, boi vay
c6 rat nhiéu 10i d6n dai vé chuyén nay. C6 ké don rang, thuc ra Than nit ma
Tuong vuong gip duoc 1a Vu nit trong quan Cao Pudng. Ma Téng Ngoc
viét “Tién vuong ting mo thdy Than nit Vu Son giao hop v6i minh’, thuc ra
cling chi la cung Vuntr...”

Ké toi day, toc do noi va nhip thd ctia Nhd Anh don dap hon may phan.

L& nao vi ty ty nay dang hung phan - Quy nghi bung, néu dung 1a vay thi
nang ta ciing that pht hop véi miéu ta vé Vu nir dat Sé cta chinh minh.

“Vu Lang quan da r0 ro1 chur, nguot da hi€u sai tram trong vé Vu nir dat
Sé. Trong chuyén nam nit, bon ho khong bi cam ki nhu nguoi van tudng,
trai lai bon ho con phong ting hon nir tir binh thuong rat nhiéu.”

Giong ctia Quan Nhi Anh bat dau run 1én, nang di gin nhu suy sup.

Thue ra tir khi Quan Ky Y qua doi, Nhd Anh chua tirng néi nhiéu nhu vay,
nén bat ky ai ngdi day ciing khong ngin nang ndi tiép.
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“Co diéu nghe nguoi néi nhu vay, dung 1a di x6a bo mot ndi nghi hoic
trong long ta. Ban than ta doc Ly fao thi dua ra dugc mét két luan 1a nhan
vat chinh tuy 12 Vu nit nhung lai 4i md S& vuong, gid ngam lai suy doan
nay ciing khong sai, hon nita con c6 thé tim ra rat nhiéu bang chung ching
minh.”

“Trong mat s6 thoi khic, Vu nit ludén vi nude vi dan dé thuc hién 1y
tudng ‘Nudc giau manh ma quy ci’, phai lam mot s6 viée nhuong bd va hi
sinh... K& ca ta cing c6 sy giac ngd nay!”

Khi néi chuyén véi Quy, tay trai Quan Nha Anh van cam cdc ruou, bén
trong chira ddy ruou, sau d6 chiéc coc lay lay theo canh tay nang, ruou ban
ra ngodi thim udt ong tay do. Khi noi t6i day thi rugu trong coc di chang
con bao nhiéu. Song Quy khong chu ¥ téi diéu nay, néu khong cé 18 nang da
noi lang sang chuyén khéc roi.

“Ta rat kham phuc sy giac ngd nay ctia Nhi Anh ty ty. Ta nghi, quan
diém nay chic chan khong phai bay gid ty mdi nghi ra ma phai trai qua
nhiéu nim suy ngdm moéi hinh thanh. Chi e 14 ngudi binh thuong khé ma
chap nhan duoc ¥ nghi nay. Khong biét trude diy Nha Anh ty ty da timg noi

nhiing di€u nay voi ai chua...”

“No1 r61.” Quan Nha Anh ngat 161 Quy, “Noi véi cha ta... Noi voi nguoi
cha qué c0 cua ta.”

“Ong 4y c6 hiéu dugc khong?”
“Chac 1a khong hiéu duoc.”

Nhi Anh néi, nét mit van tho o nhung nudc mat da tudn roi, ti tich nho
xudng vat 4o.
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Pung luc ay, Quan Giang Ly ngdi ké bén Quan Nhi Anh voi d& nang
day.

“Nha Anh say ro1, dé ta dua mudi ay ve.”

Giang Ly noi rat than nhién, ¢ 1& nang da quen voi di loai phan tng ciia
Nhi Anh. Thim chi ¢6 thé noi ca gia toc déu sém quen v&i1 bénh trang cua
Nha Anh, ma Nha Anh cling sém quen dugc moi nguoi trong toc bao dung
che ché.

“Vu Lang quan, ta hiéu r6i.” Khi duoc Giang Ly diu ra ngoai, Nhid Anh
quay lung néi véi Quy, “Khong 18 Vu nit dat Té cac nguoi van phai ganh
véc loai cam ki d6 u?”

Quy khong tra 16i, Nha Anh ciing khong héi nita, nang day Giang Ly ra
roi bude khoi tAm mat cia moi ngudi, bién mat trong bong dém. Giang Ly
khong yén tim dé nang quay vé mot minh, bén di theo sau.

“Héa ra Vu Lang quan 12 Vu nir dat Té.” Bach Chi Thuy cam than. Tuy
da dugc nguoil nha ho Quan thong bao vé tén ciia mot vi khach moi khac
song t6i gio 6ong mai biét than thé cua Quy, ong biét 1a Vu nit dat T¢ thi s&
c6 van ménh thé nao. “Cho du vay, van mong nguoi co thé theo dudi hanh
phuc ctia chinh minh. Theo nghién ctu cua ta, trong Kinh thi cling co
chuong ban vé hén nhan ctia Vu nit, chinh 13 thién Xa hat cua Tiéu nha.
Hon nita theo phan tich cta ta thi Vu nir dy cling phai ganh vac cam ki...”*

* Chii thich ciia tdc gia: Nhitng 1y gidi ciia Bach Chi Thiy vé Kinh Thi trong tiéu thuyét déu bdt
nguon tir cuon sach Thé gidi ciia Kinh Thi ciia hoc gia Nhit Ban Shizuka Shirakawa.

“Hién gio ta rat hanh phuc.”

Quy ngét 161 Bach Chi Thity, van mim cuoi dﬁy tich mich.
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“Tuy rat hAm mo Vu nit dat S& nhung ta ciing khong mudn phan boi gia
toc ctia minh. Biét dau sau ndy ta s& gip duoc mot nguoi co thé khién ta
quén di trach nhiém ctia Vu nit, hodc vi ngudi dy ma chap nhan ganh vac 10i
nguyén rua boi di dam khinh nhon than linh va to tién, vi ngudi ay ma thiéu
tryi linh hon, héa thanh tia sang chip chon u am. Bay gio ta con chua gip
dugc nguodi do, co 1€ cling s€ khong bao gio gap duoc. Boi vay du tung cod
tién 1¢ hay khong, du c6 thé hanh phuc hay khéng, ta chi can, chi can...”

Dung luc ay Tiéu Huu rot day mot coc rugu cho chu nhan, Quy uong can

ro1 im lang. Bach Chi Thuy ciling khong n6i gi thém ma chi ci dau nhin
hoa van dugc v€ trén mam son mai.
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3]

“Phai roi, ta van luén mudn thinh gido hai vi quy khach uyén bac vai van
dé vé than linh. Tuy ta biét nha Nho khong néi vé nhitng chuyén quai la,
bao luc, phan loan, quy thin*, nhung gid moi ngudi vira nhéc téi dé tai vé
than linh, cling nén dua ra hoc thuyét Nho gido, néu khong s€ bi ky thi 1a di
doan.”

* Cdu nay lay y theo mot cau trong Ludn ngiv: T bat ngiv quai, luc, logn, than. Co nghia la

Khong Tir khéng néi vé bén diéu: Qudi la, bao e, phan loan, quy than.

Duong nhu dé bau khong khi thoai mai hon, cha nha Quan V6 Dat 1én
tiéng, chuyén dé tai vé 1& té vao may ngay sau.

“Nha ho Quan di ting chap chuong viéc té bai quoc gia ciia nudc So,
d6i tuong té bai chu yéu 1a nhitng vi than duoc thd phung trén dat So.
Trong d6 Pong Hoang Thai Nhat 1a Chu than tdi cao, xép sau 1a cac thién
than nhu Péng Quan, Tu Ménh, Van Trung Quaén.. ., tiép d6 1a cac vi than
nui song nhu Twong Quén, Twong Phu Nhén, Quy Nui,... cudi cung 1a linh
hén cia nhitng nguoi hi sinh vi dat nude. Ciru ca* ciia Khuat Nguyén duoc
viét dya theo hé thong than linh dat So. Ta vén tudng rang Pong Hoang
Thai Nhat 13 vi than cua riéng dat S&, tuy nhién ta nghe néi hién gio vuong
triéu Han ciing coi Thai Nhat 1a Chu than trong viéc té bai qudc gia; ma
nguoi chu tri t& bai Pong Quan va Van Trung Quéan ¢ Truong An khong
phai phap su dit So ma 13 phap su dat Tan, diéu nay khién ta vo cing kinh
ngac, vay nén mudn thinh gido cac vi mot chut...”

* Ciu ca von la tén goi ciia mot ca khiic vién cé trong than thogi truyén thuyét cia dan téc Han,
Khudt Nguyén da diwa theo nhac té than dan gian ciua dan téc Han dé cai bién sira chita. Tdc pham
c6 tong cong 11 thién: Pong Hoang Thdi Nhit, Vin Trung Quan, Thiéu Tw Ménh, Pong Qudin,
Twong phu nhin, Twong Quin, Pai Tw Ménh, Ha Bd, Son Quy, Quoc thwong, Lé hon.
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“Khi du hoc & Truong An ta ciing tirng nghe vai chuyén vé té béi, song
du sao ta van tap trung vao Kinh Thi 1a chinh, nghién ctru rat it vé L& hoc, e
1a khong thé giai dap nghi van cho ngai. Con Vu Lang quéan hinh nhu rat
tinh thong L& thu, han 13 ciing ¢6 quan diém riéng vé van dé nay nhi ?”

Bach Chi Thuy bén giao van dé ma minh khong thé giai quyét dugc cho
thiéu nir ngdi ké bén ong.

“C6 18 ta hoi say roi, boi vay nhat thoi ciing khong biét nén hoi dap thé
nao.” Quy noi, “Vay nén xin hiy bao dung cho ta phi chut thoi gian dé
ngam lai vé viéc té bai qudc gia, sau do cling c6 thé dua ra dap 4n vé van dé
‘Thai Nhat’. Con tai sao Pong Quén va Van Trung Quan lai do phap su dat
Tan té bai thi... that xin 15i, ta cling khong ré lam. Pay la su phan cong
quyén han duoc lap ra tr khi Cao to dung nudc, co 1€ 1a noi theo ché do
nude Tan théi. Tuy nhién co thé khéng dinh mot diéu réng, cac vi than Thai
Nhat, Pong Quan, Van Trung Quan nay, thyuc ra ciing khong phai cia riéng
dat SO, ma 1a tin ngudng pho bién cia cac qudc gia vao thoi Chién Qudc.”

Duong nhu Quy da phu dinh tinh dic biét cua tin ngudng dat So, diéu
nay khién Quan Vo Dat c6 phan khong vui, nhung ding 1a ong d3 “bao
dung” nang mot cach 18 do, du gi trong mat dng thi tuy hoc van va kién thuc
ciia d6i phuong rat uyén béac, phong phu, song ciing chi 1a mot thiéu nir
bang tudi con gai t ciia minh ma thoi.

Co diéu, sau do Quy da ching minh rﬁng Quan Vo6 Dat thuc su da danh
gia thap nang.

““Thai Nhat’ hay con goi 1a ‘Pai Nhat’, d6i khi con duoc goi tit la
‘Thai’. Viéc té tu cua triéu dinh v6i vi thin nay bat ngudn tir dwong kim
hoang thuong. Trudc ddy Chu than t6i cao duoc vwong thit nha Han tho
phung 13 Thién than Ngii phuong, cling chinh 1a ‘Ngii P&’, tac Bach Dé,
Thanh Dé, Hoang Dbé, Xich Dé, Hic Pé. Cho t&i nim Nguyén Soc thtr ndm,
& huyén Bac quan Son Duong c6 mot vi dao si tén 1a Mau Ky bam tiu lén
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duong kim hoang thuong xin dugc té bai Thai Nhat va dua ra phuwong phap
té bai. Ong ta nodi, “Vi than cao quy nhét trong tit ca cac vi than 1a Thai
Nhét, phu ta cua Thai Nhét 1a Ngii Pé’, tuc 13, ong ta cho rﬁng Thai Nhat 1a
vi than t0i cao théng linh Thién thdn Ngii phuong. Puong kim hoang
thuong chdp nhdn tdu chuong cua 6ng ta, thiét 1ap dan té Thai Nhat & phia
Pong Nam thanh Trudng An. Pay 1a hinh thire té bai dau tién cua triéu dinh
voi Thai Nhat,

Hinh thirc thtr hai ¢6 thé noi 1a bd sung cho hinh thirc thtr nhat. Co ngudi
dé nghi rang, Thién tir c6 dai phai té bai ‘Tam Nhat’ - tc Thién Nhat, Dia
Nhat, Thai Nhat. Thé 1a duong kim hoang thuwong lién ra 1énh cho Thai
chuc* to chuc 18 té trén dan té duoc xdy dung luc trude.

* Mot chure quan quan Ly viéc té bdi.

Sau d6, lai c6 ké dua ra phuong phap té bai méi, duoc duong kim hoang
thuong chap nhan, ciing tién hanh 1€ té trén dan té duoc xay dung lic trude.
Phuong phap nay khong chi té bai Thai Nhat ma con té bai cac vi than nhu
Hoang Bé, Minh Duong, Ma Hanh, Son Quan nti Cao, Vil Di Quan, St gia
Am Duong... Pay 1a hinh thirc té bai thir ba voi Thai Nhat.

Té1 ndm Nguyén Tha* thir ndm, duwong kim hoang thugng vira khoi bénh
nang, beén xay dung Tho cung, té bai Than Quan. Vi than c6 dja vi cao nhat
trong Than Quan chinh 1a Thai Nhat, tiép d6 1a nhitng vi thin nhu Thai
Cam, Tu Ménh. Pay 1 hinh thuc té béi tht tu.

* Nién hiéu thir tw thoi Han Vi de.

T&é1 nam Nguyén Dinh* thir nam, duwong kim hoang thuong 1énh cho Tu
quan** Khoan Thu dyng mot dan té Thai Nhat & cung Cam Tuyén, mo
phong theo dang vé ma Mau Ky miéu ta, tong cong co ba tang, dat dan té
thd Ngii Bé dudi dan té tho Thai Nhat. Pong chi nam 4y, duong kim hoang
thuong dich than bai lay Thai Nhat. Co ké néi rang dém 4y bau troi sang
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ruc, c6 anh vang bay vut 1én cao. Pay chinh 13 hinh thirc té bai thir nam voi
Thai Nhat.

* Nién hiéu thir nam thoi Han Vil deé.
** Vi quan quan ly viéc te bdi.

Sau khi vao thu, duong kim hoang thuwong chuan bi chinh phat nuéc
Tri¢u, bdi vay lai cu xin Thai Nhit, 1an nay con veé co hiéu, phia trén viét
‘Thai Nhat Tam Tinh’ nén con duoc goi la ‘Co hi¢u Thai Nhat’. Khi té bai,
Thai sit cAm c0, chi vé nudce chuan bi chinh phat. Pay 1a hinh thic té bai
thir sau.

Cudi cung, t6i nam Nguyén Phong* thir nim, duong kim hoang thuong
cho xay mot Thién cung** & Tay Nam huyén Phung Cao dya theo buc vé
ma nghé nhan ngudi Té Nam*** Coéng Ngoc Pdi dang 1én. Hinh dang cu
thé ctia Thién cung, ta khong tién ndi cho moi nguoi, nhung nhirng vi than
dugc tho phung bén trong thi nhic dén cling khong hé gi. Thién cung chu
yéu tho phung Cao t6 cia triéu dai chung ta, dong thoi cling thd phung Thai
Nhat, Ngii Pé va Hau Tho. Pay chinh 14 hinh thtc té bai thir bay véi Thai
Nhat.”

* Nién hiéu thir sau thoi Han Vi de.
** Noi dé tho cung, té bai, rat lon, giong nhu mot cung dién.

***%Thuoc tinh Son Pong, Trung Quoc.

Nghe xong tong két ciia Quy, moi ngudi ngo ngac nhin nhau, khong thé
dua ra két luan gi tir nhitng diéu nay.

“Nhitng hinh thirc t& bai trén c6 thé duoc chia thanh ba loai.” Quy noi
tiép, “Pau tién 1a hinh thuc té bai thir ba va tha tu, than phan ctia Thai Nhat
trong ay rat kho xac dinh, phuwong phap té bai dudng nhu ciing thiéu can cu.
Ta nghi ngd phuong phap té bai nay do dao si sang tao ra tir viéc pha tron
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tin ngudng dan gian, bai vy ta ciing kho co thé dua ra két luan gi tir nhitng
diéu nay.

Nam hinh thtrc té bai con lai thi c6 thé chia thanh hai loai. Trong loai té
bai dau tién, Thai Nhat xuat hién voi tu cach vi than tdi cao, trong d6 bao
gdm cac hinh thirc thir nhét, th nim va tht bay. Trong ba hinh thuc té bai
nay Thai Nhat déu xuat hién cung ‘Ngii Pé’, ciing dugc coi 1a thong linh
ciia ‘Ngii P&’. Vi ‘Ngii P&’ 1a thién than cac phuwong, ma Thai Nhat lai 1a
‘vi than cao quy nhét trong cac vi than’ theo 10i Mau Ky. Trong loai té thi
hai, cling chinh 13 trong hinh thirc té bai thtr hai va thir sau, Thai Nhat co
lién hé voi con sd ‘ba’. Piéu nay khién chung ta phai luu tam. Tir ‘Thai
Nhét Tam Tinh’ trong hinh thuc té bai thir sau thi c6 thé suy ra, & diy Thai
Nhét 14 tén cia sao. Lai két hop v&i1 hinh thac thtr hai thi ¢ thé nhan ra,
“Thai Nhat Tam Tinh’ rat c6 thé 1an luot 1a Thién Nhat, Dia Nhat va Théi
Nhat.”

Noi té1 day, Quy nhap mot ngum rugu rdi noi tiép.

“Sau ddy, ta mudn giai thich vin dé nay tir goc d6 hién twong thién vin.
Ta cho rang, hai loai ‘Thai Nhat’ nay déu co lién quan t&i bau troi sao trén
dau chung ta. Trong quan niém ban dau, vua cua bau troi 13 mat troi, mat
trang, con dia vi cua cic ngdi sao gan nhu 13 binh dang. ‘Thir dan duy
tinh’* trong Hong pham** chinh 13 y nay.

* Tike la dan ching giong nhie sao troi, moi ngudi lai ¢é so thich, y nguyén khdc nhau.
** Mot thién cia Kinh Thuw (Thweng Thuw), ndi vé phép tdic thong tri thién ha.

Sau d6, dé tién loi cho viéc boi toan ma hé théng “Thién quan’ dan duoc
hinh thanh.

“Thién quan’ chia bau troi thanh nim b phan dua theo Trung, Dong,
Tay, Nam, Bac, chiing ciing lan luot twong tng véi cac loai sy vat & nhan
gian. Vi du nhu Trung quan, 1a tugng trung cho hoang cung ¢ nhan gian.
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Theo 101 giai thich cia cac nha chiém tinh, ‘Trong Trung quan Thién Cuc
tinh, Thdi Nhdt thuong an vi & chd sang, ba ngéi sao bén canh la Tam
Cong, hoac goi la T Chuc.’ Thién Cuyc tinh trong doan van nay thuc ra
khong nam gitta troi ma nam chéch vé phia Bic, boi vay ciling duoc goi 1a
‘Bac dau’. Hoc thuyét cua Khong Tt ciing néi vé “Thién cuc tinh’: ‘Ding
dao dirc cam héa dé théng tri triéu cuong, s€ twa nhw sao Bdc dau, luén &
yén mét ché ma cdc chom sao khdc déu sé quay xung quanh né.” Boi vi dia
vi cua no thuc sy dac biét, doi khi con duge goi la ‘Dé tinh’. Ma theo cu
‘Thai Nhat thuong an vi & d6” thi ¢ thé suy ra, ngdi sao nay chinh 1a Thai
Nhét. Trong Xudn Thu Céng Duong truyén c6 viét ‘Bic dau ciing 1a Pai
than’, 4y 1a mot bang chung cho thay Bac du chinh 1a sao Thai Nhat...”

“Thé nhung,” L6 Than ngit 10i Quy, “Khi ndy Tiéu Quy co ndi, ‘Thai
Nhét’ 14 mot trong ba ngdi sao co ma? Noi thé thi Thai Nhat han phai 1a
mot trong ‘ba ngdi sao bén canh’ mdi dung.”

“Pung vay, Lo Than that lanh tri. ‘Ba ngoi sao bén canh’ & day chinh la
‘Thai Nhat Tam Tinh’, tirc “Tam Nhat’, 14n luot 12 sao Thién Nhéat, sao Dia
Nhat va sao Thai Nhat.”

“Vay ‘Thién Cyc tinh’ ma nguoi vira noi thi sao?”

“P6 ciing la sao Thai Nhat.”

“Vi sao lai c6 hai ngdi sao Thai Nhat?” Lo Than hoi, ding ngén tro tay
trai chAm vao ruou roi vé 1én ban tong cong bdén ngdi sao: mot sao 1on va ba

sao nho.

Quy nam chit lay tay nang, kéo t&i chd ba ngdi sao nhd, v& mot cai
khung vudng bén ngoai ching.

“Ba ngdi sao nho hop lai 1a “Thai Nhat Tam Tinh’. Theo suy doan cua ta
thi ba ngdi sao nay thuc ra 1a két qua sau khi sao Thai Nhat phan than.” Quy
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noi, “Noi vay cling khong chinh xac 1am, dé ta nghi xem nén dién ta thé nao
moi tot...”

“Theo dan chting ma Tiéu Quy dua ra thi hinh nhu cling chi c6 thé noi
dén day thoi. Quan hé giita Thai Nhat va Thai Nhat Tam Tinh van chua lam
ro duoc.”

“Duogc rdi, vay dé ta bd sung mot dan ching nita. Trong Lé thu ctia Nho
gia timg viét, ‘Cdi goc cua 1é nghi la Dai Nhat, phdn thanh troi ddt, quay
thanh am duong, bién thanh boén mua, chia thanh quy thdn, goi la ménh,
gdn véi troi.” ‘Pai Nhat’ ¢ diy chinh 1 Thai Nhat, ma khai niém ‘Thai
Nhat’ & day duong nhu khong chi 1a thién than. ‘Gan véi troi” - ¥ chi nd chi
phéi tro1, vay thi né phai cao hon tro1 mét bac.

Néu dua theo ‘Thién phap dao*’ cta Ldo Tir thi khong 1& ‘Thai Nhat’
nay chinh 13 chi “Pao’? Ta nghi c6 thé hiéu nhu vay. Can cr vao cu ‘phan
thanh troi dat’ co thé suy ra, troi dat 1a do “Thai Nhat” phan chia ma thanh,
boi vy Thai Nhat han 1 trang thai hdn mang cua troi dat. Sau khi Thai
Nhét hoan chinh va hdn d6n nay phan chia, sinh ra troi va dat, phan con lai
chinh 14 vi than Thai Nhat.

* Trich trong “Pao phdp tir nhién”, xudt phdt tir tw twong triét hoc trong Pao Pre Kinh ciia Lio
Tw. “Nhan phap dia, dia phap thién, thién phap dao, dao phap tu nhién.” Lao Tw da dung thu phap
néi tiép dé tong qudt quy ludt ciia troi, ddat, nguoi, tham chi sinh ménh trong todn vii tru. “Pao phdp
tw nhién” dwa ra ddac tinh cua toan vii tru, bao g(i‘m hét thay sy vat trong troi dat déu lam theo hodc

tuan hoan theo “Pao” mot cach “tw nhién”.

Vay tac 13, thién thé twong ing voi Thai Nhat thué ban so chinh 13 sao
Thai Nhat, cling chinh 1a Thién Cyc Tinh. Con Troi, Dit, Than duoc sinh ra
thi lan luot twong tng voéi Thién Nhat, Pia Nhat va Thai Nhat trong ‘Thai
Nhét Tam Tinh’.”*

* Chii thich ciia tac gia: Vé quan hé gita “Thdi Nhdt” va “Thai Nhat Tam Tinh”, dd tham khdo

Iudn van Nghién ciru khdo cé vé tho phung Thdi Nhit, va Khéio ciru vé Tam Nhdt (Tir Tiép tuc
khdo ctvu vé phwong thugt Trung Quoc) ciia tién sinh Ly Linh.
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Bach Chi Thay ngdi ké bén Quy nghe xong ctr vo tay mai khong thoi,
con Lo Than ciing nhin nang bang 4nh mat ngudng mo.

“Nhung Vu Lang quan a, hinh nhu nhitng luan ching nay cua nguoi
chang lién quan gi dén van dé cua ta ca.” Than 1a trudong bdi, Quan V6 Dat
chi ra diém nay ma chang hé e ngai.

“S€ no1 to1 do6 ngay théi.” Quy ndi bang giong di¢u dac trung cua thiéu
nit, “Tuy nhién, that ngai qua, ta quén mat, van dé ctia ngai la...”

Thuc ra ta cling khéng nhé 1d - Tuy Quan V6 Dat rat mudn noi ra ciu
nay, ma sy that ciing dung 1a nhu vy, nhung 13 bé trén thi du sao 6ng ciing
khong thé noi thé duoc. Lo Than nhan ra diéu do, song nang ciing khong
nhé rd ban dau phy than ciia minh muén thinh gido dicu gi. Tiéu Huu ciing
nhan ra bau khong khi kho xt, c6 diéu véi than phan cia nang thi khong
thich hgp tham gia.

Tuy vay, Tiéu Huu van dat cau hoi.

Doi khi biét 1a s€ bi trach mang, tuy nhién Tiéu Huu van muon lam vai
chuyén khac thuong, c6 1€ nang mudn nho diéu d6 dé thu hat sy cha y cua
chu nhan.

“Tiéu thu, em khong hiéu 1am...” Tiéu Huu kéo tay 4o Quy, dé dit hoi,
“Tiéu thu vira n6i ‘Thai Nhat’ 1a Bac dau, c6 diéu ban ndy Quan dai nhan
hoi vé ‘Pong Hoang Thai Nhat’. Mot ¢ phia Bac, mot & phia Pong, ching
la mot that sao?”

“Dlng 1a mot cd bé 1am 16i.” Quy quay ngudi véo ma Tiéu Huu, dua
rang, “Nhung tinh to mo nay rat gidng ta. Vay ciing khong udng cong ta

chon tén cho em tur trong Kinh Thi.”

“Ta thay cai tinh 1am 101 ay ciing gidng Tiéu Quy lam.”
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Lo Than ngoi bén cudi trom.
“T1€u thu dau c6 lam 101 chu.”

Cuo1 cung Tiéu Huu lai dam phan bac Lo Than khién moi nguoi ngoi
day déu khong nhin dugc cuoi. Ti€u Huu thay vay bén do mét xau ho, cli
gap dau xuong.

“Vay thi ta s€ dac bi¢t phuc vu ty nit cia minh mdt 1an nhé. Dudi bau
tro1 rong 16n nay con tim dau ra dugc mot chu nhan hién lanh tot bung nhu
ta nita.” Thuc ra trong 1ong Quy rat thoa mén véi hanh dong nay cua Tiéu
Huu, vi bau khong khi ciing thoai mai hon nhiéu. Song ngoai miéng van
khong thé nhuong bd ma nhét dinh phai lam r0 su khac biét trén dudi gitra
chu va t6. Thé 1a nang bén khé thi tham bén tai Tiéu Huu: “Khi vé phong sé
day db em sau.”

Tiéu Huu lang ling gat dau, thuc ra nang ciing chang so. Khi ndy nang to
vé s sét cling chi boi e then khi no1 chuyén trudc mat moi nguoi. Trong
10ng nang biét thinh thoang Quy ddi x{r tan nhan véi minh, chiang qua chi la
mudn ra vé chi nhan ma thoi.

“Nhitng kién giai sau day hoan toan 13 suy doan cia ta, e rang ciing
khong thé tim ra cin cu thiét thuc. Nhung néu tham khao vin hién, kiém
chuing phong tuc thi ¢6 18 ciing chi c6 thé dua ra két luan nhu vay. Ta cho
rang, theo su xoay chuyén cia thoi dai, quan diém ctia nguoi ta vé thi bac
bbn phuong ciing co su thay doi, vy nén vi tri ton tai ciia Thai Nhat tat
nhién ciing c6 bién hoa. Con 1y do vi sao thi khi ny ta ciing di néi roi...”

“La nhu thé u?”

L6 Than hoang mang, ma trong mat Tiéu Huu ciing 16e 1én anh sang hiéu
ky.
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“Khi ndy ta dd néi roi con gi, thud ban so, trong quan niém dan gian, vua
ciia bau troi 1a mat troi, mat trang, con cac ngdi sao déu chi 1a dan thuong.
Tuy nhién sau khi hé thong ‘Thién quan’ hinh thanh, quan niém nay da thay
d6i, Thién Cyc Tinh, ciing chinh 1a Bac dau tro thanh ké thong tri bau troi.
Thuc ra day 1a hai kiéu tin ngudng, kiéu dau tién co thé goi 13 ‘Ton tho Mat
troi’, con kiéu thir hai thi ching ta lai cang quen hon - “Téon thd cac ngdi
sao’.” Quy giai thich, “Néu hiéu nhu vay thi moi tha déu tré nén 1o rang,
trong hé théng tin ngudng ‘Ton thd Mit troi’, phuong Pong noi mat troi
moc 1a ton quy nhat. Dich Truyén viét rang ‘Dé xuat vu chan*’, con noi
‘Chan, Péng phuong vay’, tirc 1a Pé vuong xuat phat tir phia Pong, ma
“Pé” nay han 1a chi Mit troi. Boi vay trong mat ngudi So ton thd Mat troi
thi 18 ra vi than toi cao ‘Thai Nhat’ phai 1a ‘Poéng Hoang’. Con trong hé
thong tin ngudng “Ton thd cac vi sao’ thi Bac dau khong chuyén dong theo
cac chom sao khac moi 1a Bé vuong, bdi vay phuong Bac mai 1a ton quy
nhat.”

* Theo bat qudi thi qué “Chan” twong tng voi phia Dong. “DPe xuat vu chan” ticc la Vua xuat

phat tir phia Pong.

“Nhung Vu Ling quan a.” Quan Khoa sap chu tri 1& té 1an nay ciing
khong khoi 1én tiéng, “Vi thin Mat troi ma ngudi S6 té bai 1a Péng Quan
chtr khong phai Pong Hoang Thai Nhat. Cach giai thich nay ctia nguoi hinh
nhu hoi mau thuan véi hién thye...”

“Vay liéu co phai 1a thé nay khong? Chul than ma ngudi S¢ thd phung
von 1a DPong Quan, sau do dia vi cia Pong Quan dan dan bi Thai Nhat thay
thé, nén Thai Nhat mdi bi deo thém danh hiéu ‘Dong Hoang’. Ta luon cho
rang, Péng Quan vén mang nghia 1a “Péng Hoang’. Ngay trudc khi doc
Curu ca, ta cit khong hiéu dugc tai sao doan dau c6 mot bai Dong Hoang
Thdi Nhat, ma doan sau lai xuat hién bai Péng Qudn. Gio ngam lai, co 18
giai thich nhu vay cling khong sai.”

“Biét dau dung 1a nhu nguoi ndi, thuce ra tir xua toi nay, Pong Quan ludn
12 mot vi than 18 thudc, dugce té bai cung vo1 Bong Hoang Thai Nhit, nhung
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sau khi doc k§ Ciiu ca, ta ciing cho rang 18 ra dia vi ctia ngai ay phai dic

biét hon mot chut.” Noéi ro1, Quan Khoa ngam ca bai Dong Quan:

Hitng sdp lén a ¢ phiong dong
Soi lan can ta a cay phu tang
Ta thing ngwa a di ddu nhi?
Dém dan dan a da sang choang
Céi xe rong a sam vang
Cho co may a luwon phoi
Than tho dai a lén xe
Long béi hoéi a ngodi lai
Tiéng hay ciing a sdc dep

Nguoi xem vui a mdi quén

Gay dan a danh trong
Lay gid a chudng rén
Rilic sdo a thoi khén
Nghi bong a xinh dep
Nhe nhom a thuy bay

Hat lén a mua nhip
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Cung thuong a hop diéu

Ngai toi a huy hoang

Ao mady xanh a xiém rdang bac
Phéng tén dai a ban Thién Lang
Cam Bdc Pdu a rét ruwou nong
Déng ddy cwong a ta cao tudi
Troi mit mu a tro lai dong™

* Pay la ban dich bai tho Pong Qudn cia nha st hoc, ngon ngir hoc, tir dién hoc, ngén ngir hoc

va nghién cuu van hoa, ton giao noi tieng Pao Duy Anh.

“Nhung diéu ky la lai chinh 1a may cau ‘Gdy dan a danh tréng, Lay gid a
chuéng rén, Riic sdo a thoi khén’. Béi vi viée t& bai Pong Hoang Thai
Nhét* dugc ghi lai trong Ciiu ca ciing chi viét ring ‘Rung trong chir miia
dui’ va ‘Khen dan chir hoa vui’. Ttc 1 theo ghi chép ctia Ciru ca, khi té bai
Pong Hoang Thai Nhat chi dung dén tréng, khén, dan sat. Con khi té bai
Dong Quan thi lai dung dén nam loai nhac cu: dan sit, tréng, chudng, sao,
khén. Ta khong biét diéu nay c6 nghia 1a gi, song c6 1& tir thud ban so, Pong
Quan d3 timg duoc thd phung nhu Chu than.”

* Viéc té bai Péng Hoang Thai Nhdt dwoc ghi lai trong bai tho Péng Hoang Thdi Nhit ciing
thuoc Ciru ca, ban dich ciua Pao Duy Anh.

“Nhung ma c6 c6 o01.” Lo Than hoi, “Nhiing ghi chép trong Crru ca co
dang tin khong a?”
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“Ta khong biét. Co diéu ciing khoéng con tai liéu nao dang tin hon no.”
Quan Khoa tra 16i, “Phuong thirc té bai Pong Quan cua nude SO nim xua,
gid da that truyén, trir Ciiu ca cling khong tim duoc nhimg ghi chép khac
ntra.”

“Ta nght Cuu ca dang tin.” Quy noi, “Theo giai thich cua nguoi xua,
Ciiu ca duge sang tac sau khi Khuat Nguyén bi truc xuat, song giita Nguyén
giang va Tuong giang. Dan ban dia tin vao quy than, rat thich té bai, khi té
bai s& ca mua. Khuit Nguyén thdy nhitng ca tir d6 quéa tho 1au, bén lam lai
Criu ca. Boi vy ta nghi, co so sang tac ctia Khuat Nguyén co 1§ ciing bao
gdm ca phuong phéap té bai giita Nguyén giang va Tuong giang. Nho gia
bao rang ‘Lé tiét da that truyén, thi phai di tim lai né trong dan gian’,
phuong thirc té bai cling 1a mot kiéu 18, da that truyén ¢ Kinh do, nhung biét
dau lai dugc luu gitt hoan chinh ¢ vung Nguyén giang, Tuong giang xa xo0i.
Boi vy ta nghi ghi chép ctia Citu ca han 1a déng tin, it nhat thi khi nghién
ctru vé té béi truyén thong ctia nguoi S& khong thé bo qua tai liéu nay.”

“Nguoi nhu Vu Lang quan cling ¢ thé sanh ngang véi cac phap su co

'97

hién diac!” Quan Khoa cam than, “Hiéu rd tai liéu lich str, am tuong co so 1€

gido, so voi Vu Lang quén, ta dung 1a mot phap su chang ra gi. Néu co thé,
ta lai mong Lo Than cé thé theo nguoi di chu du khép moi noti, hoc tap tri
thire té bai clia nguoi.”

“C0 c6 dang no1 gi the, con khong...”

L6 Than budt miéng thot 1én, song khong thé noéi tiép. Du sao trong tham
tam nang cling rat mudn theo Tiéu Quy roi khoi Van Mong.

“Ta cling mudn ¢ bén Lo Than.” Quy thang than noi, “Neéu co thé thi ta
muon dua L Than vé Truong An.”

“Tiéu Quy...”
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Thuc ra cau trd 101 nhu vay nam ngoai du dodn cuia Ly Than, tuy nhién
du sao cha nang cling s€ khong dong y dau.

Lo Than dua mat nhin Quan Vo Dat.

“P3 mudn roi, tiéc cling dén lac tan, hom nay tdi day thoi. Néu cur tiép
tuc chi so lai lam moi nguoi mat himg.” Quan V6 Dat dirng 1én no1 nhu vay,
khudén mat 16 6 vé khong vui. “Ta dua Bach tién sinh vé phong khach, moi
nguoi cr ty nhién.”

Bach Chi Thuy rat biét y ma dung day. Hai nguoi cung roi khoi sanh
chinh.

Nhin theo bong lung ctia phu than, Lo Than bat khoc nic nd, guc trén
nguoi Tiéu Huu, quay lung lai véi Quy. C6 18 nang khong mong dé Quy
kiéu ngao nhin thdy dang vé nay cua minh.

“Néu Lo Than ty ty c6 thé ¢ bén tiéu thu thi tot biét bao. D sao em ciing
chi 13 mot ngudi hau, chi co thé vay nudc quét don va trai chiéu ma thoi.
Thuc ra v6i em ma ndi, néu cé thé giup tiéu thu hanh phac thi phung su
thém mot chu nhan nita ciing khong sao, tuy co 18 sé& rat cuc kho... Cho du
chua tiép xtic nhiéu véi ngai nhung em c6 thé thiy duoc khi ¢ bén ngai tiéu
thu rat vui vé, dén em ciing...”

Ti€éu Huu noé1, nudc mat roi xuong toc cua Lo Than.

“Chuyén nay ta s& nghi cach. Cac nguoi ding khoc nita. Néu ta nhé
khong 1am thi budi chibu L6 Than da khoc mot 1an rdi. Co 1& day ciing
chang phai chuyén xau, Dich Kinh viét rang ‘Trudc khoc sau cudi’, khoc
xong c6 khi moi chuyén lai tét 1én.” Quy cam than, “Khong biét Nhi Anh
ty ty da ngtl chua, khi ndy ta d3 noéi lung tung véi ty 4y, ta mudn xin 16i ty
ay. Néu tién xin Lo Than hiy dan duong cho ta.”

L6 Than duoc Tiéu Huu d& ddy, khuén mat van day nudc mat.
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“Sao Tiéu Quy lai s6t rudt nhu thé, khong thé doi ta khoc xong u?”

“Ti€éu Huu cling cung di nao.” Quy khong nhin Lo Than ma néi tiép:
“That xin 101, chung ta cling vé trudc day.”

“Cac nguoi vé di thoi. Thay ta hoi thim Nhi Anh, con bé ciing rat dang
thuong.” Quan Khoa néi, “C6 1& con bé khong thé roi khéi Van Mong trach
roi. Lo Than, Truong An la mot noi rat tot, sau khi roi khéi noi ndy, ta van
song rat hanh phtic. Tuy trong long van chua thé budng bo Van Mong
nhung du sao ta ciing khong mudn ¢ lai noi ndy dén cudi doi. Ta s& nghi
cach thuyét phuc phu than con. Du 6ng 4y khé bao thu song ciing 13 nguoi
hiéu 1y 18, khong thé khong lo ling cho hanh phiic ctia con gai duoc.”

“Cam on c¢6, nhung khong can dau. Con dinh nghe theo 15i phu than.
Bén than con khong c6 s& truong gi, cling khong thyc su thich thur gi, ngoai
viéc bao hiéu thi cling khong ¢ viée gi muén lam. Khong Tir di day: ‘Gido
duc nhdn dan twong than twong di, khéng gi tot hon dao hiéu; gido duc
nhdn dan hiéu 1¢ thudn hoa, khéng gi tot hon kinh yéu huynh trudng; muon
thay doi dan phong, bién héa tdp tuc, khéong gi tot hon am nhac; dé cé thé
tri vi an ddn, khéng gi tot hon 1é tiét.” Giang Ly ty am hiéu am nhac, Nha
Anh ty tinh thong té 18, vay thi diéu con 1am dugc chi ¢6 hiéu d& ma thoi!
Pay la gia tri ton tai duy nhét cua con trén cdi doi nay!”

Nghe t&i day, Quy cho Lo Than mot cai tat roi lang lang kéo nang ra
khoi sanh chinh.

“Xin 161, chu nhan nha t61 van luén nhu thé, sau nay c6 1€ cling khong
thay do1 duoc.”

Tiéu Huu dac y n61 vl Quan Khoa, duat 101 lién bude voi di.

Quan Khoa chi lic dau cudi, ba tuy biét minh khong thé hiéu ndi tdm tu
cua l6p tré ngay nay.
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4]

Ba thiéu nit dao budc dudi anh trang va trén swong mu.

So v6&i1 hai mua he va dong thi bau tro1 mua xuan lai kha trong trai tich
mich.

Tiéng con trung kéu ram ri hoa cung budc chan cua ba nguoi, nhung
chang thé ngan Ién thanh mot giai digu.

Sau khi vu tham 4n x4y ra, ba nam truéc Quan Vo Dat chuyén ca gia toc
tGi mot hém ndi sdu hon. Moi nguoi quiy quan & cung nhau, mua dong thi
d6t ltra trong san, ong lai 1énh cho nguoi trong toc déu phai hoc cach dung
né dé chéng lai thu dit nhitng lic xudng nui di san. Tir d6 trd di, chi con lai
mot con duong duy nhat dé xudng nui.

Tuy nhién néu c6 tuyét 16n hay mua dam thi con dudng nay ciing s& bi
chan lai.

Quy khong rd gia toc Quan duy tri ké sinh nhai thé nao, budi chiéu nang
tirng hoi Lo Than, nhung Lo Than ciing khong biét.

Quy doan rang, ¢ 1& gia tc ho Quan con mot sd san nghiép & ngoai nui
do to tién dé lai, tuy uy thac cho nguoi khac kinh doanh quan 1y, c6 diéu
phan 16n loi tirc déu s& duoc dua téi chd Quan Vo Dat. Con vé nguyén do
khién gia tdc ho Quan vao nui an cu, LO Than ndi 1a vi to tién theo dudi tu
tuong “lanh doi”, khong mudn vao triéu Tan 1am quan, lién an cu trong nii
rimg. T6i doi con chau thi thue ra dd khong con 1y do dé an cu nita, nhung
du sao hau dué quy tdc ctia nudc SO ciing khong co dat dung than gitra thoi
Haén, két qua 13 hon trim nam nay, tuy chi trudng lién tuc chuyén nha, song
chung quy vAn ngay mot roi xa hong tran on 4. Con nhitng chi nho thi lai
khong ngurng ro1 khoit Van Mong.
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“Ta nghe ndi thoi tré 1énh ton 12 mot hiép khach phiéu bat, han 1a 6ng ay
cling ting toi rat nhidu chén d6 hoi phon hoa.” Quy noi, “Nhung con gai
ong ay da song mudi bay nam réi ma dén dat Giang Lang ciing chua ting
budc qua, diéu nay dung 1a hoi qua dang. Cho du ta thich doc sich Nho
song ciing khong mudn thdy nguoi vi mot khai niém triru twong nhu “hiéu’
ma hi sinh hanh phutc cua chinh minh.”

“Thé nén nguoi maoi ra tay danh ta sao?”

“Dling vy, bay gid khong co trudong bdi & ddy, ta da c6 thé thich noi gi
thi noi r6i. Lo Than 3, ta 1a trudng nit sinh ra tai gia toc Vu Lang, thuc ra ta
d3 co6 dugc rat nhidu thdr ma nguoi khac khong thé tudng tugng, ciing
khong dam udc ao, boi vay néu mat di mot s6 niém hanh phic binh thuong
thi ta ciing s& khong thdy qua nubi tiéc. Nhitng thtr ma nguoi binh thuong
coi nhu xa xi thi véi ta déu chang dang gi. Hoc tap voi nhitng nha Nho 16n,
hoc am luat cung céac vi quan trong Nhac phu, du ngoan cung doi budn cua
gia toc Vu Ling, d6 déu 1a dic quyén cua ta. Néu mudn thoat khoi cam ki
dé theo dudi hanh phiic ciia mot ngudi binh thuong, nghia 1a bat budc phai
vt bo nhitng hanh phtc chi thudc vé riéng ta. Boi vdy méi ndi, ta cling da
suy xét rat k§ méi lua chon cach sdng hién gio. Cé diéu ta 1én cho nguoi
biét nhé, néu mot ngdy nao dé6 ta mat hét himg tha véi nhitng thit nay, co
khi ta s€ phan bdi lai gia toc cia minh éy chu.”

“Tiéu thu nghi vay that u?”

Tiéu Huu di phia sau hai nguoi néi xen vao.

“Hir, ta c6 nghi vay that khong thi Tiéu Huu von khong c6 quyén hoi
dén. Cho du sau ndy ta c¢6 lam gi di ching nira, du ta c6 bo tét theo xau, toi

16i day minh thi chi c6 em 14 nhat dinh phai ding vé phia ta, ddy 1a bon
phan cua mdt ty nit nhu em.”
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“Nhung tiéu thu cling chd quén bon phan ctiia mot Vu nit.”

“Em muon bi danh don u?”

(13 2

Quy vira ndi vira xoa xoa tay. Thuc ra trong long nang ciing biét, Tiéu
Huu chi lo lang cho minh nén méi néi vay, du sao Tiéu Huu ciing sinh ra ¢
dat T¢, c6 18 ciing tin vao truyén thuyét néu Vu nit pha v& cam ki thi s& gip
bat hanh tai vong.

“Tiéu thu, em khong hiéu.” Tiéu Huu nghiém tic néi, “Thuong ngiy
huynh dé ctia ngai ludn miéng noi ‘trung than hiéu tir’, nhi tiéu thu ciing tur
xung 1a ‘thuc nit’, khi nay tiéu thu lai duge mé ta nhu ‘phap su tai duac’, tirc
12 moi ngudi déu c6 d6i tuong dé noi theo. Con em, em van khong biét nén
lam thé nao méi tot. Em ting doc Hiéu kinh, Ludn ngit theo 10i din cua
ngdi, tuy nhién em khong thay trong d6 ghi chép vé nhiing nguoi cé than
phan nhu minh, em ciing khong biét trong nhiing sach khac cé nhac toi hay
khong. Nhung em ludn nghi, than phan thdp hén nhu ty nit thi khong thé
duogc ghi vao trong sach thanh hién. Vay nén, vay nén...”

“Vay nén?”

“Vay nén xin hdy cho em biét em phai lam thé nao. Néu ngai lam chuy¢n
khong nén thi rot cuoc em phai lam sao, em nén ung hd ngai vo dic€u kién
hay nén bat chap roi vot ma thang than khuyén bao ngai day?”

“Thé thi phai do em tu phan doan r6i.”

“Thuyc ra ta cling chua biét.” Lo Than néi, “Ro6t cudce ban than ta nén tro
thanh nguoi nhu thé nao...”

“Chuyén kiéu ndy nguoi phai ty suy xét.”
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“Tiéu Quy, nguoi ky vong diéu gi & ban than?”

“Ta khong thé dung 151 n6i dé hoi dap cho cau hoi ndy.” Quy nghiém tac
n6i, “Ta s& lam cho nguoi xem. Nguoi hdy cham cha theo ddi ta, ta nhat
dinh s& 1am cho nguoi xem. Thuc ra tir khoanh khac dau tién nguoi gip ta
thi moi hanh déng cua ta déu dang tra 10i cho ciu hoi ndy cua nguoi. Lo
Than, nguoi di hiéu chua, c6 rat nhiéu chuyén, thay vi n6i nhiing 10i dai
dong séo rdng, chi bang bién né thanh hanh dong.”

“Nhung ma...”

“Néu nguoi dong ¥, ching ta c¢6 thé roi khoi noi nay ngay bay gio. Trudc
nay chua tung c6 ai dam sai bdao ta, chi c6 ta sai bao nguoi khac ma thoi.
Ngay hom nay, ta dic biét cho ngudi cai quyén duoc sai bao ta, chi c6 mot
co hdi thoi, hon nira nd1 dung cling gidi han 1a ‘Xin hay dua ta ro1 khéi Van
Mong trach ngay lap tirc’, ngoai diéu nay ta khong chap nhan bt ctr didu gi
khac. Néu so di dém thi cho dén sang mai ciing duoc. Tom lai 12 néu nguoi
yéu cau nhu vdy thi ta nhat dinh s& lam vi nguoi.”

Trong giong nod1 cua Quy 10 ra su quyét doan.
“Ciing dé cho em gop thém chut sttc mon.” Tiéu Huu noi theo.
“Xin 101, hdy dé ta can nhac cai da.”

“Ta s& khong cho nguoi thoi gian dé can nhac, hdy tra 1i ta ngay. Chi co
vay thi ta mdi biét mong wdc thuc sy ctia nguoi la gi.”

“Vay ta danh phai tir chdi thoi.” Lo Than rau ri néi, “Tuy dung 1a ta rat
ham mo thé gii bén ngoai Van Mong, nhung noi nay ciing ¢ rat nhiéu thir
ma ta khong thé roi xa, bai vy ta van ¢ lai day thoi. Hon nita, néu chiing ta
lam vay thi danh tiéng cta Tiéu Quy chic chin s& bi anh huong x4u. Néu
thé, c6 1& nguoi sé& khong thé thuc hién mong mudn ctia chinh minh, ciing
khong thé dung hanh dong dé hoi dap cho cau hoi khi ndy cua ta. Do do, ctr
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thé nay 1a du roi, téi khi Giang Ly ty va Nha Anh ty déu roi di, ta s& ¢ lai
noi nay dé ké tuc huyét mach cho gia toc ho Quan.”

“Co 1& day 1a mot lya chon khong toi. It nhat thi ciing khong co6 gi nguy
hiém. D6i khi ta thay séng trén doi ding 1a mot chuyén phién phire. Thoi
tré néu lam nhitng viéc chéng thé ciru vén, sau nay s¢ héi han; ma néu
khong lam thi e rang van ctr hoi han. Boi vay lwa chon ndo ciing co cai
dugc cai mat.”

“Xin 16i vi da tir chdi nguoi nhu vay.”

“Um, ta dua vay thoi.” Quy cudi néi, “Ta s& khong tan nhan t&i muc chi
cho nguoi mot co hoi. Trude 18 té ta vin & Van Mong, néu nguoi hoi tAm
chuyén ¥, ta s& chap nhan. Thé nhung nguoi van phai mau mau quyét dinh
di, ta va Tiéu Huu con biét ma chuan bi sém.”

“Pua ta di cling khong co loi gi cho Tiéu Quy hét. Mot ké kém coi nhu ta
chi 1am nguoi thém phién phic ma thoi.”

“Vay ta ké cho nguoi mot bi mat nhé.” Quy noi roi gidu mit vao noi anh
tring ching thé chiéu t6i. “Thyuc ra thué ban dau, gia toc Vu Lang lap
nghiép bang viéc budn ngudi. Bai vay ti nay con cai gia tdc Vu Ling déu
phai ganh véc trach nhiém du dd cac thiéu nit ngdc nghéch, nim nao ciing
phai hoan thanh chi ti€u mo1 duge. Ta nghe n61 nguoi S¢ thoi xua thuong
coi thang Tu 1a dau nam, ma gia tdc Vu Lang cling tién hanh chét s6 vao
thang Tu hang nim. Khong gidu gi nguoi, nhiém vu nim nay cta ta van
chua hoan thanh, con phai lira mot thiéu nit hon nhién ngdy tho dén ngdc
nghéch nhu Lo Théan t6i Truong An dé ban di. Thé nén nguoi nhét dinh
phai theo ta vé& Trudng An day nhé.”

“Tiéu Huu ciing bi lra dén gia toc Vu Ling nhu vy sao?” Lo Than cd
tinh phét 16 Quy, hoi Tiéu Huu.
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“Tiéu thu han 1a dang noi dua. T nho em di séng & gia toc Vu Ling.
Em rat hanh phtc vi gip duoc tiéu thu, tuy nghiém khic nhung tiéu thu da
day cho em rat nhiéu diéu, rat nhiéu kién thirc ma ngudi binh thuong ca doi
cling khoéng duoc tiép xuc. O bén tiéu thu, du ngdy nao cling phai séng
trong lo au s¢ hai thi em van théy khong sao.” Tiéu Huu néi, vé mat rat
nghiém tic: “Vay nén em nghi, ¢ 1& bi tiéu thu ban di ciing khong t6i, xin
L6 Than ty ty ding phu tim chan tinh cua tiéu thu.”

“Um, em ndi vay thi ta cling yén tdm. Bdi vi ta nghi em 13 mot co bé
thanh that, khong gibng mot sd nguoi...”

Khi Lo Than noi to1 day thi ba nguoi da td1 noi can toi.

Nha Anh va Giang Ly cing & trong mot vién nho tach biét. O phia Tay
ngoai tudng vién c6 mot cai giéng nude.

Khi chuyén nha, vién nho nay dugc xay riéng cho Nha Anh. Gian chinh
nam & ngodi cing cla vién, 1 noi hai nguoi sinh hoat hang ngay. Qua gian
chinh 13 mdt manh vudn nho vudng van rong khoang ba truong, trong vuon
trong rat nhiéu thao dugc thuong thiy trén dat So. Mot con duong nho rai
da vit ngang vuon cdy, dan vao phong nga ¢ noi sau nhat cua vién. Khi
chuyén t6i day, Ky Y da bi bénh rdi. Pé cham soc dudng ty than yéu, Nha
Anh di xin cho Ky Y ¢ noi nay r6i cung Giang Ly thay phién chim soc,
ngay dém trong nom bén ngudi Ky Y. Sau khi Ky Y qua doi, Nha Anh
khong chiu duge dau kho, cling méc bénh nang mot dot. Tu do trd di,
Giang Ly bén chuyén t6i song ¢ day. Ngay ngay hai nguoi ngdi doi dién
trong gian chinh, Nha Anh doc sach con Giang Ly choi dan, ro1 xa pham
tran, nhung ciing khong cam thay quanh qué.

Anh deén chiéu qua ctra s0, v€ nén duong nét cua co dai bén ngoai gian
chinh.
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Tiéu Huu thay chu nhan khé gd ctra phong, ngudi ra mo cira 1a Giang Ly.
Ng6 quanh gian chinh thi Nhi Anh khong ¢ day. Nhin qua cira s6 trén buic
tuong doi dién vé phia sau trong vién, cling khong thay anh sang tir phong
trong roi toi. Lo Than lién doan Nha Anh ty di ngi. Ding luc 4y, Quy giai
thich y d6 khi toi day véi Giang Ly.

“That khong may, Nha Anh vira uong ruou, da ngli mat roi.”

Giang Ly néi r0i goi ba ngudi vao trong phong. Phia trong trai may chiéc
chiéu c6i mdc mac. Quy va Lo Than ngéi trén san, con Tiéu Huu thi cung
kinh ngdi phia sau Quy. Giita phong c6 hai chiéc ban nho, phia trén bay but,
nghién va sach. K& bén tuong phia Pong va phia Tay déu c6 mot chiée gia
y phuc, trén d6 c6 vat y phuc thudng ngay cua hai chi em. Dudi gia bén
tuwong phia TAy 1a mot chiéc dan cam va dan sit dit song song.

“Khoéng biét & day dot loai huong gi, ta chua ngii thay bao gio.”

“Vu Lang quin dung 1a thich dua, chd ta chua bao gio d6t huong, chi 1a
huong thom cua hoa ¢é trong vién ma théi.” Giang Ly cuoi noi.

“Goi ta ‘Quy’ 1a duoc. Xin hoi day 1a loai co thom gi vay? Tuy ta rat
thich S¢ #r*, nhung van chua cé co hoi nhan biét cac loai hoa co cay cdi
trén dat So. Boi vay co rat nhiéu loai co thom ta chi biét tén, con néu dat
ching trudc mat thi ta cling khong nhan ra.”

* Tuyén tdp tho ca dat So luu hanh tir cuoi thoi Chién Quoc deén dau thoi Tay Han. Co tong cong
16 quyéen.

“Thuc ra ddy ciing khong phai loai cdy dic thu cua dat So, 1a khung
cung. Khi chua nd hoa thi ¢c6 mui thom, bdi vay luén xuét hién trong S¢ fir
nhu mot loai ¢é thom. Trir diém nay ra ciing khong c6 gi dac biét. Cudi ha
s& nd hoa nho mau tring, trong rat binh thuong, khong hé bat mat, khi
nguoi ta chua kip cha y thi da tan mat r6i. Tuy loai cdy ndy tam thudng vo
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vi nhung Nha Anh lai rat thich no, cho nén ta va mudi ay cung trong trong
san vai cay.”

“Khung cung c6 y nghia ddc biét gi vé1 Nha Anh u?”

“Néu nhat dinh phai néi thi c6 1& chinh 13 tén cia no.” Giang Ly cudi

kho, dap: “No6 con c6 tén khac 1a ‘Giang Ly’.”
“Tinh cam gitra hai nguo1 dung 1a 1am ké khac phai ham md uée ao, néu
sau nay ta va L Than cling giong nhu vay thi tot biét may.”

“Tiéu Quy lai noi lung tung gi thé.”
Cubi cung Lo Than khong nhin dugc ma noi chen vao.

“Ta néi 1a sau ndy ta ciing phai trong day thuy hwong* trong san, khi nhd
nguoi thi chit may canh...”

* Lo Than tuc la cay thuy huong.

“Duoc rdi, ta va nguoi modi quen nhau hém nay, con Giang Ly ty va Nha
Anh ty d3 ¢ bén nhau tir nho, von khong thé so sanh duoc.”

“Lo Than, no1 khé thoi, dung danh thirc Nhda Anh.” Giang Ly nghiém
nghi no6i, “Thyc ra ngay xua quan hé giita ta va Nhd Anh rat toi t¢, gan nhu
ngay nao cling si nhuc, ham hai nhau, sau rat nhiéu bién cb quan hé gitra
ching ta mo61 dugc nhu hién tai. Hai co6 gai cung tudi kho tranh duge
chuyén ganh dua hiéu thang, ghen ghét 1an nhau, khéng chiju nhuong nhin
nhau bét ctr chuyén gi. Trudc ddy ta ting am thadm nguyén roa Nhi Anh
khong biét bao nhiéu lan, chi mong mudi éy gap bat hanh. Nhung khi vu
tham 4an xdy ra thi ta chi thay so hdi ma thoi, boi vi so hii nén nhimng cam
xic u 4m ngdy trude du chan thuc nhung ciing chang dang 13 bao. Khi Nha
Anh that sy mat di tat ca, ta lai mubn tang moi thr cia minh cho mudi éy.
Poi khi ta nghi, néu ta va Nha Anh khong 16n 1én cing nhau tir nho, ma gip
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g& khi tAm tri ca hai déu da tuong d6i chin chan thi biét dau lai tét hon d6i
v6i d6i bén. Du sao may nam trude ta dau chi déi xir tan nhan voi Nhd Anh
mot 1an, tat ca déu 1a nhiing ky e dau kho ma sudt doi ta ciing khong quén
duoc.”

“Con tAm tri LO Théan c6 thé coi nhu 1a chin chin that u?”

Quy vira dung khuyu tay day ddy vao man sudn Lo Théan, vira noi vay.

“Tiéu Quy lam hanh dong nay voi nguoi khac mai 1a tré con chu?”

Lo Than quay sang thu phan kich, ai ngo lai tu vap nga, loang choang
nhao vé phia ban. Ciing may nghién myc khong bi danh do, chi c6 but 16ng
tho va mot tam thé tre roi xudng dat. Tiéu Huu voi diu Lo Than day, rdi cai
nguoi nhat but va thé tre 1én, sau dé giao cho chu nhan theo théi quen. Quy
lai dua chung cho Giang Ly. Ba thiéu nit déu thoang thay chir viét trén thé
tre:

Luc hé y hé, luc y hoang Iy.
(Ao thi mau luc ré rang, c6 sao trong 16t mau vang thé ni?)
Tdam chi wu hi, hat duy ky di.
(Long ta dau dén sau bi, bao gico méi dirt tuyét di ndi buon?)
Thanh thanh tu kham, du du ngd tam.
(Ao nguwoi bau vai xanh xanh, nhé nguwoi ta lai nghi quanh xa voi.)

Tuing ngd bat vang, tir ninh bdt tw dm.

(Vi bang ta chang den choi, sao nguoi khong gui vai loi vieng tham?)
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* Dich tho (Ban dich cua dich gia Ta Quang Phdt trong cuon Kinh Thi ciia NXB Pa Nang)

Hai dong dau but phap twong dong, hai dong sau nét chit cung kiéu,
duong nhu do hai ngudi viét nén. Gitra chir “ngd” va chit “tAm” ctia dong
thr ba c6 ddu vét bdi x6a, han 1a viét nham, sau khi phat hién ra lién x6a di.
Lo Than va Tiéu Huu chua doc Kinh Thi nén khong biét xuat xir ciia nhiing
cau tho nay, con Quy thi biét day 1a tht ma minh khong nén thay, ciing
khong noi gi ca. Giang Ly nhan ldy but va thé tre, dat ching vé trén ban, rdi
khé qué trach Lo Than mot phen. Tuy Lo Than biét minh ¢ 161 nhung van
thay oan trc, trong long chi nghi xem nén tra thi Quy thé nao.

“P3a mudn roi, chung ta cling nén vé thoi.” Quy noéi, “Ta vbn dinh t6i day
dé ta 18i voi Nha Anh ty, nhung bay gio ta con muén ta 16i v6i Giang Ly ty
hon.

29

“Vu Lang quan... Quy quan khong lam sai gi hét. Péu 1a Lo Than nha ta
khong tdt, da khién nguoi ché cuoi. Thyc ra ta lai co kién nghi thé nay,
khong biét cac nguoi c6 dong y hay khong. Ta nghi ngay mai néu trdi dep
thi goi ca Nhd Anh nita, bén ngudi ching ta cing toi bén subi godi dau.
Khong biét Quy quéan c6 hing th hay khong?”

Giang Ly ndi toi bdn ngudi, duong nhién khong bao gom Tiéu Huu véi
than phén thap kém.

“Ta thuong nghe con gai dat So rat thich goi dau vao sang som, xem ra
nguoi ta khong don bira. Ta rat himg thu, xin hiy cho ta cing tham gia.”

“Néu Giang Ly ty ty da noéi nhu vay thi mudi cling khong thé tir chdi
duge.” Lo Than ciing to vé tan dong.

“Nhung sang sém Nha Anh rat thich nga nudng trén giudng, dén ta ciing

chua chac da danh thirc duoc mudi ay. Ngay mai c6 1€ Lo Than s€ dan Quy
quan té1 bén suoi trude, ta va Nha Anh s€ td1 mudn hon mot chut.”
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“Puoc thoi.”

Thé roi ba ngudi cung ra khéi gian chinh, Giang Ly tién ho dén ngoai
cua.

“Xin hay giit bi mat chuyén thé tre giup ta.” Cudi cing Giang Ly din do
nhu vay. Puong nhién 12 Quy va L6 Than déu dong ¥.

Tuy nhién trén duong tr¢ ve€, hai nang lién quén mat 101 hira khi ndy.

“Tiéu Quy Tiéu Quy, ndi dung vi€t trén thé tre ban ndy c6 xuat xr gi
khong?”

“Cau hoi nay dé tra 101 thoi, nhung trudc d6 nguoi phai cho ta bict mot
chuyén.” Quy ra vé than bi, “Nguo1 c6 biét chit viét trén thé tre, hai dong
trude va sau do nhitng ai viét khong?”

“Vi tir nho té1 16n ta chi tiép xtic voi vai nguodi do thoi, nén hai nét chir
do ta déu biét. Um, hai dong dau tién 1a chir cua biéu ca* Trién Thi, cOn hai
dong sau d6 han la do chinh Giang Ly ty viét.”

* Anh ho bén ngoaqi.

“Hoa ra la vay. Ta hiéu r61.”

Quy cuoi, khong noi tiép nira.

“Bay gio té1 lugt nguoi tra 1o1 cau hoi cua ta, ndi dung ay c6 xuat xur gi?
May cau c6 xua tham 4o nhu vay, lai con 1a tho ntra, chac 1a khong phai do

bon ho tu nghi ra ro6i...”

“Nguoi cling that luoi biéng, chang chiu suy nghi gi ca.”
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“Bang khong thi sao ta lai 1am ban v6i mot ké thich 1am thay ngudi khac
nhu nguoi?”

“Dlng 1a hét cach vdi nguoi.” Quy vira noéi vira lac dau, “Pay déu 1a
nhiing cau tho trong Kink Thi. Hai dong dau lay tir Béi phong - Luc y, con
hai dong sau 13y tir Trinh phong - Tir kham.”

“Vay c6 nghia la gi, tai sao biéu ca Trién Thi va Giang Ly ty phai viét
may ciu tho nay?”

“Sao ta biét duoc giita bon ho di xay ra chuyén gi?” Quy noi véi vé bat
man, “Ta nghi c6 1& d6 1a thu tir giita hai ngudi ho. Hai dong dau 1a Chung
Trién Thi viét giri Giang Ly, con hai dong sau 13 hoi 4m cua Giang Ly. Khi
chung ta hoi am thu ctia nguoi khéc, déi luc ciing viét thang phia dudi bic
thu, roi giri thu vé mot thé, ta nghi thé tre ma chung ta thay khi niy ciing
giong vay. Con ndi dung, tuy ta c6 thé thudc long ba tram bai trong Kink
Thi, nhung hién gio giai thich cia moi ngudi vé cac bai tho vin khong
gidng nhau, ta ciing thdy tho rat kho giai thich, bai vay rat kho cho hai
nguoi biét rét cudc hai bai tho nay c¢6 ham nghia gi. Tuy nhién nhic t6i Luc
y, dung 13 c6 chit lién quan dén Tiéu Huu day.”

“C6 lién quan gi the?”

“Nho gia cho rdng mau vang la mau chinh, con luc 1a mau trung gian
khong thuan, do do nguoi ton quy thi khong mac luc y*, vira hay phu hop
dé mac trén nguoi Tieu Huu.”

* Y phuc mau xanh luc

“Ti€u thu lai tréu em ro61.” Ti€u Huu rau i noi.

“Nhung bai tho nay khong miéu ta vé ty nit. B&i vi doan sau nd c6 nhac

t6i ‘Luc y hoang thuong’*, mau vang 1a mau sic cao quy, ty nit khong dugc
mic. Co mot cach giai thich thé nay, ‘Luc y hoang thuong’ mang y nghia
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mau sic cao quy o phia dudi, mau sic thip hén & phia trén, tic 1a dia vi cta
v bé con cao hon vo ca. Ta thiy cach giai thich nay ciing hoi thién vi.
Chiing ta & qué xa thoi dai clia cac nha tho, béi vay e rang cac cach giai
thich déu khong thé tin hét duoc.”

* Ao mau luc, xiém (vdy) mau vang.
“Vay Tieéu Quy cho rang rot cudc bai tho nay c6 nghia 1a gi?”

“Trong Thi hoc c6 mot khai niém goi 1a ‘goi hirng’, chinh 1a viéc noi vé
nhimng thir nhin nhu khéng lién quan dé goi ra diéu thuc sy mudn noi. Ta
nghi bai tho nay cling c6 thé giai thich nhu vay. Ta doan diéu Chung Trién
Thi thyc s mudn néi chi 1 ‘Tdm chi wu hi, hat duy ky di’ ma thoi. Dién
giai ra nguoi nghe ciing hiéu, chinh 13 ‘Long ta dau dén sdau bi, bao gio méi
dirt tuyét di néi buon’.”

“Vay Ti khdm thi néi vé diéu gi?”

“Um, thuc ra chic Lo Thén ciing chang may quan tdm t&i van dé nay.
Véi dau oc cua nguoi thi du gio ta c6 giai thich, ngdy mai nguoi ciing s&
quén sach sanh sanh, khong dung u? Néu nguoi thuc su mudn biét y nghia
cia Ti khdm thi ngay mai c6 thé di hoi Bach Chi Thuy tién sinh ay. Thé
nhung, ta c6 thé doan duogc, ngay mai chic chin nguoi d3 quén mat bai tho
nay roi, cling nhat dinh s& khong di hoi 6ng ay.”

Bi choc tring chd dau, Lo Than nghe vay chi im ling. Pung 13 nang
khong dam cam doan ngay mai minh con nhé phai di thinh gido Bach Chi
Thity vé y nghia ctia Ti khdm. DU sao nang 1a ngudi vo tu, chong quén ma
cling chang bén long.

“Tiéu thu, ching ta toi roi.”

Pung ltc dy Tiéu Huu 1én tiéng, bop chét tir trong trimg nudc vu tranh

chap sap sua bung n6 giira hai nguoi.
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Nha ho Quan chuan bj cho Quy va Bach Chi Thily méi ngudi mot vién
nho, bo tri kha gidng véi noi & ciia Giang Ly va Nha Anh, c6 dicu giéng
nudc nam gitta gian chinh va phong ngu, st dung tién lgi hon mot chut.
May vién khac ctua nha ho Quan ciing thé. Hanh 1y cia Quy chat tai nira
phia T4y cila gian chinh, nira phia Pong thi dé sinh hoat. Tiéu Huu ngu
trong gian chinh. Pém hom 4y, Lo Théan s& ngu lai trong phong Quy. Co thé
doan dugc hai nguoi sé tro chuyén téi mudn, ciing co thé biét trudc trong
qua trinh tan gau Lo Than van s& bi Quy trao phung, ché giéu, nhung ching
c6 co hoi dép tra.

“Pém nay Tiéu Huu ciling ngil & phong trong nay di.” Lo Than dé nghi,
“Mot minh & canh chu nhan ctia em, ta théy hoi khong yén tam.”

“Khéng dugc.” Quy khong doi Tiéu Huu khach sao tir chdi Lo Than da
n6i thang, “Tiéu Huu, dém nay di Lo Than c6 cau ctru thé ndo ching nira
thi em ciling khong dugc vao trong. Bay 1a ménh I¢nh do.”

“Em biét ro1.”

Trudc nhitng 161 dua cot cua hai nguoi, Tiéu Huu van t6 ra cuc ky
nghiém tuc.
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Chwong 3

Troi dat chir dang dic lau dai,
Poi nguoi dang thuong chir vat va sudt doi.
Nguoi trude ta danh khong dudi kip roi.

Ngudi sau nao da biét 1a ai. *

* Hai cdu tho trich trong bai Vién du ciia Khudt Nguyén. Ban dich ciia Vii Bi Hoang.
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Xuan sap qua, ha dang vé. Vang anh dau trén ngon cdy dang khong
ngimg hot vang. Lo Than nim tay phai ctia Quy, dan Quy di vé phia dong
sudi, con tay phai ctia nang thi lai 6m mot cai chau gd tinh xao. Trén chau
c6 dit luge gd, luoe bi va khin dé lau khé toc. Lan nay cic nang khong ra
song tu tan, ciing khong phai dé hai dau, chi 1a di goi dau nhu da hen ma
thoi.

Trong Ly tao c6 viét, “Sém ra géi téc trén séng Vi Ban”, ndi vé sinh
hoat ctia nir thin Mat Phi, qua do cling c6 thé nhén ra tap tuc cua nguoi dan
trén dat S6.

Hai nguoi di xuyén qua khe nui, hai bén 1 vach ni cheo leo, di thang vé
hudng Tay. Tuy hém nui khiic khuyu quanh co nhung ludn ludén dan tir phia
Pong sang phia Tay, ¢ cuc Tay c6 mot sudi nude trong vat. Gitta doan subi
nay va thuong ngudn, ha ngudn déu cich nhau mot thic nudc, bdi viy
khong thé theo dong chay di ra khoi nai. Cho nén khong so gip phai ngudi

ngoai khi dang di trén duong hoic dang goi dau.

“Tiéu Quy khong goi Tiéu Huu cung di c6 6n khong day? Nguoi co biét
g06i dau thé nao khong?”

Lo Than hoi, lic hai ngudi ra ngoai thi Tiéu Huu van & trong phong.
“Nguoti c6 thé day ta ma.”
“Con lau ta mé1 day nguoi, ta c6 phai nguoi hau cua nguoi dau.”

“Thé thi xin nguoi hiy goi gitp ta.”
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“Tiéu Quy, nguoi co biét xau ho 1a gi khong?”

“Puong nhién biét r01. ‘Quadn tir khong sai khién ke vo si, khong toi gan
ké mang toi.” Ta nghi nguoi khong phai nguoi vo liém si nén mai sai phai
nguoi nhu vay, nguoi nén thay vinh hanh, vui vé moé1 ding.”

Quy gid mdm cb cii, tiéc 1a nguoi ngde nghéch nhu Quan Lo Than
khong biét phai phan bac thé ndo. Nén nang danh gian ddi im ling, song
van khong budng tay Quy ra.

Trén dudng, hai ngudi di ngang qua mot cin phong vach dat, trudc ctra
phong moc day ¢ dai.

Quy hoi Lo Théan cin phong nay dé lam gi, L6 Than van gidn nang nén
khong mudn tra 16i. Quy lai nhai mai khong thoi, Lo Than thay phién, danh
cho nang biét.

“Pay la nha kho dé nhac cu va no.”

Quy quan sat k¥ nha kho nay. N6 nhu dugc kham vao vach da. Cua
phong c6 hai canh khép chit, c6 thé doan duoc bén trong cit nhac cu rat 16n
va quy. Gitta phia Pong cin phong va vach da c6 mot giéng nude. Trén
giéng co truc quay dé lay nude. Mot soi diy thing budng thdng trén thanh
giéng. Bén thanh giéng c6 mot thung gd.

Hai nguoi lai di vé phia Tay hon ba trim budc, canh sic trudc mat rong
mo khoang dat. Giita hai vach nai c6 mot dong subi rong chimg mudi
truong. O chd nude can c6 rat nhidu da nho. Trén bo subi ¢d bach chi, cd
hué, yét xa, d6 hanh, co luc, co binh, quynh mao, tir liét, tiéu ngai, do
nhuoc, con trong nudc thi cé cay huong bd va bach phién.

Trén suon nui bo doi dién co cdy san day. Chim tra quanh quan gitra hai
nui.
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L6 Than dit chau gb xudng, thao trim ngoc dat vao trong d6. Quy ciing
x3a mai toc dai ra che hét mit, rdi di téi chd Lo Than. Pau tién Lo Than sg
hét hon, lai nhan ra lac ndy dbi phuong dang che mat, dang 1a thoi co tot dé
danh 1én, bén tinh toan vi tri rdi cdc manh mét cai 1én tran Quy.

“A, nguoi 1a tré con day a?”

“Nguoi mai la tré con ay...” Lo Than van lai, “Con lam hanh dong vo vi
nay dé hu doa nguoi khac.”

“Ta ¢6 mudn hu doa nguoi dau.” Quy ndi rdi vén toc 1én. “Ta chi dang
nghi, ‘Troi sdng sau dém dai, thoi gian chang ngimg tréi’*, nhung co
nhimng khi chung ta lai hy vong man dém khong bao gior két thiic, binh minh
cling mai mai khong 16 dang. Bé1 vi thot gian khi ¢ bén nguoi thuong luén
rat ngan ngui, cho nén trong Kinh Thi mé&i ¢6 cau Vo ndi ga gdy roi, chong
noi troi chua sang’. Néu 1a ta, dé x6a bo su that 13 troi da sang thi ta san
sang giét chét tit ca ga trong trén doi, cho ban dém tiép tuc kéo dai...”

* Mot cau trich trong bai tho Chiéu hén.

“Chuyén nay thi lién quan gi dén viéc nguoi lam khi nay?”

“C6 lién quan cha. Khi ndy ta nghi, trir cach nay ra thi con cach nao khac
dé kéo dai man dém hay khong. Sau do6 ta nghi ra, chi can x0a toc ra trudc
mat che kin mat thi dém dai cling s€ khong két thuc.”

“Chang hiéu nguoi dang noi gi hét...”

“Lo Than thir mgt chut 1a hiéu ngay ay ma.” Noéi ro1 Quy xoa toc cua Lo
Than ra trudc mat, che khuat mat nang. “Thé nay thi chung ta c6 thé & bén
nhau mai mai ro1!”

Sau do, Lo Than lién bi déy vao trong nudc.
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Nang vung vay ngoi lén, trong miéng khong ngimng tudén ra ngén tir
khéng phu hop v6i mét thiéu nit. Quy sém trén ra xa réi, vo nhu khong
nghe thiy tiéng ctia Lo Than ma van dua nghich voi dudi téc. Lo Than tu
biét minh chang dau lai Quy, khong cam tAm ma ciing khong 1am gi duoc,
danh nghi phai hong khoé quan 4o u6t roi tinh sau.

Gan d6 c¢6 mét cay moc lan, canh thép nhat vira van dé phoi quén ao. Lo
Than kéo bd y phuc ngam nudc udt siing to1 dudi cdy moc lan. Hoa nam
nay da tan, trén cdy toan 14 xanh. L6 Than céi 40 ngoai, vt kho no rdi treo
1€n canh cay.

Quy hoi ¢6 can nang gitp hay khong, Lo Than khong thém dap.

Cuo1 cung trén nguoi LO Than chi con lai mgt chiéc 4o trong mong
manh.

Chuyén to1 nudc nay roi thi khong chi g1 dau duogc nita - LO Than nghi
vay, bén di téi bén sudi coi 4o trong, dit 1én mot phién da 16n r6i coi gude
g0, budc vao sudi timg budc mot. Quy thdy vay beén di téi bén phién da,
viura ngém nhin than thé L6 Than vira thim nghi xem lam sao dé trom duoc
ao trong cua Lo Than.

Dung luc ay, phia bén kia khe nui truyén tdi tiéng nédi cudi. Sau dé Quan
Giang Ly va Chung Ho1 Vi xuat hién ¢ 161 vao khe nui.

Lo Than cling thay c6 nguoi téi, bay gio nudc cao khdong quéa goi cua
nang. Vi xau h6 nén nang nhay um xuodng nudc, dé nude suoi phu kin toan
than, chi 10 dau ra khéi nudc dé tho.

“Lo Than muoi ay lam sao thé?”

Giang Ly an can hoi Quy.
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“Chuyén 1a thé nay, sau khi t6i day, Lo Than hoi tuong lai tat ca nhiing
chuyén dang xau ho trong cudc doi ngan ngui cia minh, chot thiy khong
con mat mili ndo ma séng trén doi nita nén nay ra suy nghi coi ré sinh ménh
ctia ban than, hoi ta c6 mudn chét cung nang ay hay khong. Ta van con tre,
Iy tudng con d6 nén danh tir chéi nang 4y. Thé 1a Lo Than bén ndi: ‘Sao cd
thé dé than thé trong sach ciia minh tiép xtc v&i vat do ban?’, ‘Chét thi chét
chang thé tranh dugc’, nén méi cai hét quan 4o, nhay vao trong nudc cho
chét dudi...”

“Lo Than, 1a nhu thé u?”

Giang Ly hoi. Nang con chua néi xong thi Quy da dung hai ngon tay
nhac 4o trong ctia Lo Than 1én, r6i mdi tay ndm mot dau, lam ra vé nhu sip
xé rach né dé uy hiép Lo Than, ép nang thira nhan minh mudn chét nén mai
nhdy vao trong nudec.

“Ai bao thé. Tiéu Quy nang ay...”

Roat, roat, roat - Y phuc trong tay Quy rach dan theo tiéng xe.

“Vu... Lang... Quy...”

Cudi cung Lo Than khong thé chiu duoc nita. Nang vuot qua dong nude
lao nhanh vao bo, chéng ban tim dén mat mii hay thoi tiét se lanh ma vot
1én bo, vung tay danh vé phia chiéc miii xinh xan ctia Quy, nhung bi ty ty
Giang Ly ngan lai.

“Lo Than, khong duoc vo 18!”

Mudi mudi ctr thé trang mot ci danh cua ty ty. Tinh canh nay khién

Chung Hoi Vil ding sau Quy hoang so, nang lui lai may budc, tham nhu:
“Minh da thay thir khong nén thay rdi chang?”
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“Sao dén Giang Ly ty cling khong ding vé phia mudi!” Lo Than nirc nd
no1, vé mat hung han, dau tay trén tran cling sung dé lén. “Néu vay, néu vay
thi mudi danh chét cho may nguoi coi!”

No6i doan nang om ldy mot tang da khong to khong nhé chay vé phia
dong sudi, r6i ngup ca dau xudng nude. Co didu ba nguoi trén bd déu chang
ai may may c6 y dinh xuéng nudc ctru nang. Mot 1at sau mat nude noi 1én
bong bong. Thay vay, Quy bén céi 4o trong trén ngudi ra cAm trong tay.

Thue ra khi Lo Than ngup xubng nudc thi d3 bat can budng tay khién
tang d4 chim xubng ddy sudi. Két qua 1a Lo Than khong nhin duoc nita,

danh ngoi dau ra khoi nudc.

Thé 1a Quy lai mdc ao trong vao 101 bude téi trude mat Giang Ly, thoang
cui dau.

“Giang Ly ty, hinh nhu ta hoi qua dang roi. Ta da héi han nén xin ty
dirng doi xtr v6i Lo Than nhu thé...”

“Cai mi¢ng nay cua Tiéu Quy sébm mudn gi cling gay hoa.”

Giang Ly vira ndi vira véo ma Quy. Thai d6 cua Quy ciing rat khac
thuong, dé mic d6i phuong 1am gi thi 1am.

“L6 Thén, ty di mang cho Tiéu Quy mot tran, mudi ciing dimg tuy hing

'79

nita, mau lén day di
“Nhung, y phuc cia mudi...”

Nghi dén viéc 4o trong cuia minh di bi Quy xé rach, lira gian vira lang
xudng ctia Lo Than lai ddy 1én himg hure.

“Y phuc ctia Lo Than van chua kho, dé nang 4y ngdm trong nuéc mot
luc di. Ta di xem thtr y phuc ctia nang ay thé nao roi.”
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Quy ndi doan cat budc vé phia cay mdce lan no.
“Ti€u Quy dinh x¢ rach ca 4o khodc cua ta a?”

“Chac phai chd thém lic nita.” Quy so thir vao y phuc phoi trén canh cay
ctia Lo Than rdi noi, “Phai rdi, sao Nhia Anh ty con chua t61?”

“Sang nay mai maéi1 goi duge mudi éy day, mudi éy cling déng ¥ cung ta
t6i bén sudi g0i dau, lac vao khe nui gap duoc Trién Thi va Hoi Vi, Nha
Anh ddt nhién noi c6 viéc mudn hoéi Trién Thi ca, thé nén ta dan Hoi Vil téi
trude. Nhd Anh bao s& & d6 chd ta quay lai, gid ¢6 18 bon ho con & dau bén
kia cua khe nui.”

“Tuy khong gip duoc Nhd Anh ty thi ciing kha budn, nhung gip dugc
mudi mudi Ho1 Vi cling coi nhu 1a niém vui bat ngo.” Quy vui vé di vé
phia Chung Hoi Vii, mic ké y nguyén cia d6i phuong ma nam chat 1ay hai
tay nang. “Ta rat thich giong hat cia mudi. Mudi nhé tudi nhu vy ma da
hat duoc mdt ca khiuc phuc tap nhu Thanh Dwong, dung 1a 1am cho nguoi ta
than phuc.”

“Pau c6... Mudi rat binh thuong. .. Khong thé so sanh vdi ca ca dugc. ..
Giang Ly ty ciling biét hat bai d6...” Chung Hoi Vii 1a mot c6 bé nhat gan so
nguoi la, chi khi hat thi méi diing cdm ma théi. “Sao Vu Lang quan... lai
biét tén cua bai hat d6?”

“Pung, sao lai thé cht?” Quy budng tay Chung Hoi Vil ra rdi noi tiép,
“Khi & Truong An, ta tg may man nghe duoc ma thoi. Hodc phai noi 14 ta
timg c6 duyén gip mat Hiép luat D6 ty dai nhan Ly Dién Nién di qua cb
may lan. Hon nira bai hat nay dugc luu truyén rat rong rdi & Truong An, 13
tac pham dé doi cuia Tu Ma Tuong Nhu. Ta rét thich tho pht cua Tu Ma
Tuong Nhu nén di suu tim hau hét tic pham cua ong Ay, chi qua 101 hat
cling c6 thé doan duge nd chinh 1a Thanh Duong.”
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“Ban dau, 18 té c6 quy mo 16n nhat cua dat nuéc khong c6 ca mua. Vao
nam Nguyén Dinh thtr sau, duong kim hoang thuong cho rang 18 té dan gian
déu c6 ca mua ma 1& té 16n nhat cia qudc gia lai khong co, dung 1a khong
hop 1y, bén phong cho Ly Dién Nién nhd am hiéu 4m luat ma duoc sing ai
chtrc quan Hiép luat Do uy, Iénh cho Ong sang tic &m nhac trong 18 té. Khi
ay Tu Ma Tuong Nhu di qua doi, song nhimg bai tho té 1& 6ng viét khi con
song déu dugc Ly Dién Nién lua chon dé st dung. Puong kim hoang
thuong thiy van chua da, bén 1énh cho mudi miy van nhan viét thém, cubi
cung tap hop thanh mudi chin bai hat té 18. Bai Thanh Dwong ma Chung
Hoi Vil hat tbi qua chinh 1a mot trong s6 d6.”

“0,” Quan Giang Ly cam khai, “Con chuyén gi ma Tiéu Quy khong am
hiéu khong? Ta ludn nghi su ton tai ctia loai ngudi nhu nguoi chinh 1a sy uy
hiép va mia mai v6i dang ngudi tim thuong nhu ta.”

“Chuyén ma ta khong am hiéu thi cling c¢6.” Quy ué oai dap, “Noi ra thi
kha xdu ho nhung su that 1a vay - Chuyén ta khong am hiéu nhat, c6 18

2 9

chinh 1a ‘tinh cam’.

(119

Quan tir Trung Hoa hiéu dugc 18 nghia ma chang thau duoc long
nguoi’, han 12 néi vé ngudi nhu Tiéu Quy.” Giang Ly trich dan danh ngon
ctia On Ba Tuyét Ttr, choc thang vao ndi dau ciia Quy. “Thé nhung trén doi
nay van con rat nhiéu ké vira khong hiéu 18 nghi vira chang biét 10ng nguoi,
nén Tiéu Quy khong can ban tAm. Téi khi nguoi nhiéu tudi hon mot chit thi
tu nhién sé& hiéu ra rat nhiéu chuyén.”

“Mong 1a nhu thé. Thuc ra mdi ngdy ta déu nhu séng trén may. Co 18 vi
khong phai sau lo kiém sdng nén rat it cha ¥ t6i nhitng thir trude méit ma chi
nghi 1am sao dé trd thanh tri ky ctia ngudi xua.”

“Nguoi thoi nay cd gia tri cia riéng minh, ngudi xua cling khong thé

thay thé duoc. Xin Tiéu Quy hiy nhé k¥ diéu nay.” Giang Ly nghiém nghi
noi, “Tuy ta va Nha Anh c6 mgt quang thoi gian dai khong hoa thuan, co

https://thuviensach.vn



diéu trudc nay ching ta déu tin rang, ching ta dang séng trong mot thoi dai
vira khién ngudi ta hung phan vira 1am nguoi ta tuyét vong. Loan lac subt
nim muoi nim qua con kinh khiing hon may traim niam truéc day. Chung ta
may man ma bat hanh séng trong thoi dai nay, ciing khong thé chét di ma
chua lam dugc gi cho doi.”

“Bay gio nam nhan ciing chua chac da 1am nén chuyén, huéng chi la nir
tor chung ta. Tuy ta doc thong kinh sir nhung du sao cling chi 1a doc sach
mua vui ma thoi, thuc sy khéng nghi ¢6 thé dung hoc van cia minh dé 1am
gi d6.”

“Roi s& ¢ cach thoi, sau khi Ky Y ty qua doi, ta va Nha Anh van dang
nghién ctru mot van dé, d6 1a - Lam sao dé thoat khoi mot cude séng tam
thuong.”

“Thue su ¢6 thé lam dugc nhu vay u?”

Quy rau ri hoi, trong long ciing biét cau tra 1oi.

“Khéng lam duoc thi tha chét cho xong.”

Giang Ly cudi noi, tuy nhién trong giong ndi lai chang c6 ¥ cudi.

“Hay theo dudi 1y tuéng ctiia minh dén cung. Néu vay thi du ban thén ta
khong lam duge, ciing khong co diing khi dé 1am, song chi can biét vin
ludn c6 nhing nit tir bang tudi minh dang theo dudi nhing diéu xa x6i ma
l6n lao nhu vay, ta cling c6 thé chiu dung duogc viéc ban than tam thuong

ti€p tuc song cung bao nguoi khac.”

“Tiéu Quy khong phai nguoi tam thudng, nguoi chi chua tim duoc con
duong ma minh muén di thoi.”

Lo Than ¢ trong nudc nghe moi nguoi néi chuyén, tam trang ngay mot
nang neé.
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Nang nhé hom qua Quy ndi v6i minh rang, “Co rat nhiéu chuyén, thay vi
n6i nhirng 10i dai dong séo rong, chi bang bién né thanh hanh dong.” C6 18
Quy ciing rat ky vong vao ban than, chang qua nhat thoi khong tim duoc 1y
tudng ca doi ma thoi. Nguoi cham chi thong tué nhu nang 4y, chuyén gi ma
chang lam dugc. So v6i Quy thi minh dang 1a dd vo dung, mdi lan tiép xtic
v6i Quy déu chi thay cang thém tu ti va chan ghét ban than.

“Mudi phai ve day.”

L6 Than dung day tir trong nude, hai tay bat chéo che trudc nguc. Nang
di t6i bén bd sudi, bude 1én gudc gb roi dung khin trong chau gb dé lau
than thé, sau do gép gon chiéc 40 trong bi rach dit vao chiu go, can than
phu khan 1én trén, doan budc téi chd cay moc lan day Quy ra dé lay 4o
khoac chua khd mic vao, cudi cing quay ngudi trd lai bén bd sudi, cam
chau gd 16n r6i di vé phia 16i vao khe nui.

Giang Ly khong ngan can Lo Than, nhung lai liéc mat ra hiéu cho Quy.
Quy hiéu ¥, khé gat dau r6i ciing di vé phia do.

“Hoi Vii, chung ta goi dau di.” Giang Ly kéo Chung Hoéi Vit dang nhin
theo bong dang cua hai ngudi no téi bén bo subi.

Ma L9 Than dang gian hon cling nhan ra Quy dang di phia sau minh,
cang thay tirc gian, bén budc mau hon. Co6 diéu du sao Quy ciing khoe hon
nang, chang may chbc da duodi kip.

“Dung di theo ta!”

L6 Théan nhac di nhic lai cau nay, Quy van chang ban tam.

Thé 1a ndi phién mudn cta Lo Than lai tich lily thanh gian dit, ning nang

vat 4o chay vé phia trudc. Quy von mac kha thoai mai, hai tay con khong
cam gi, duong nhién duoi theo chang ton bao nhiéu strc. Hai thi€u nir ctr im
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lang nhu vay ma chay tir TAy sang Pong, vé hudng mat troi dang dan 1én
cao.

Khi chay qua nha kho cat nhac cu thi Lo Than khong chay ndi nira, bude
chan cham lai, hoi thé cling ning né hon nhiéu. Hudng chi lic nay nang
khong mic 4o 16t, cd chiu dung cam gidc xdu hd va buc boi, con phai can
than khong dé lugc trong chau gd roi ra ngoai, vo tinh dé Quy chay t4i phia
trude nang.

Néu da vay...

Lo Than dung budc.

Néu di vay thi cit dé Quy chay trudc di, minh chi mudn cach xa Quy xau
tinh ma thoi - Lo Than nghi vay, lién thay Quy phia trudc ciing ding chan,
sau d6 nghe thay tiéng kéu so hai ciia nang.

“Lo Than... Lo Than...”

Quy goi tén ban, Lo Than chua bao gid thidy Quy hoang hdt nhu vay.

“Chd d6... Chd d6...”

Quy dudi tay chi vao bui ¢ phia trude, ding hanh dong nay dé cho Lo
Than d3 budc t6i bén nang biét tai sao nang lai so hai nhu vay.

L6 Thén nhin thay vét mau.

Mau tuoi vuong trén bai co trudc ctra nha kho, nhuém dam coé xanh méi
moc.

https://thuviensach.vn



Hai nguoi lai dua mat nhin vé phia canh ctra dong chit ctia can nha kho
tua lung vé phia Bic, huéng mit vé phia Nam nay. Quy can than vong qua
vét mau, nin thd day cira nha kho ra. Canh ctra run ray lii vao trong bong
t6i. Anh mit troi roi vao trong phong, khién cai bong cta Quy do trén mat
dat, sau d6 chiéu 1én thi thé nguoi chét.

Quy thay 0 nguoi chét trong bong t61, d6 1a Quan Khoa - ngudi con noi
cuoi1 vui vé trong bira tiéc dém qua.
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Nho anh sang chiéu tir cira phong vao, Quy kiém tra thi thé cia Quan
Khoa.

Thi thé ndm ngtra, mot ntra khudn mit chim vao bong t6i & siu trong
phong, hai chan chi cach cira phong khoang hai thudc. Co mot vét dao cira
ngang cO, rat sau, han 1a vét thuong tri ménh. Mau twoi nhuém do vat 4o
mau tréng ctia ba ta. Trén mat dat lai khong co nhiéu mau, e réng hién
truong giét nguoi khong phai trong phong, ma 13 & bui c¢6 ngoai kia.

A... Lo Than dting phia sau Quy thang thét kéu 1én, roi lui lai may budc.

“D1 goi phu than cua nguoi to1 day.”

“Nhung hom qua phu than néi, sdng nay phai vao nli véi Bach tién
sinh...”

“Néu nguoi co thé tim dugc 6ng ay thi nhat dinh phai moi ong ay to1
day. Hoac 1a ctr goi bi€éu ca cua nguoi td1 gitip, néu han van con ¢ 161 vao
hém nui. Chuyén nay phai mau chong dé phu than nguoi biét méi dugce.”

L6 Than dong y, quay nguoi chay vé phia 161 vao hém nui.

Quy cling d1 ra ctra, nang khong mu6n doi mat vo1 nguoi chét mot minh.
Pung luc ay, c6 tieng budc chan truyén téi tir phia suoi, 1a Quan Giang Ly

va Chung Hoi Vil nghe thiy tiéng kéu that thanh ctia L6 Than ma t4i.

Pén khi hai nguoi toi cira phong, Quy noéi: “Giang Ly ty cung ta vao
trong, Ho1 Vii mudi mudi & bén ngoai cho mot 1at nhé.”

“Rot cude da xay ra chuyén gi?” Hoi Vii hoi.
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“C6 1& méu than ctia mudi da gip chuyén chang lanh.”

Quy gang ndi ra cau nay voi giong diéu that binh tinh.

“Sao c6 thé...”

“Tho1, hai nguoi cung vao di.”

Thé roi Giang Ly va Hoi Vil di theo Quy vao nha kho.

“Mau than... Sao thé nay...”

Chung Hoi Vi ngd sup xudng dét, khoc dén thit thanh.

Ngay sau d6, ngoai ctra lai truyén tdi tiéng budc chan, Quy nhin ra ctra
thi thdy Chung Trién Thi va Quan Nh3 Anh chay t&i tir phia 16i vao hém
nui. Trién Thi x6ng vao nha kho, 6m ldy mudi mudi dang dau kho dén suy
sup, con anh mat thi ding lai trén nguoi mau than da qua doi. Nhi Anh
khong budc vao phong, tham chi con khong budc qua bii c6 nhudm mau
kia ma chi ding cach ctra phong ba, bon truong, & noi gan ngon nui d6i
dién. E rﬁng nang cling tu biét minh khong thé chiu dung ndi canh tuong
nhu thé.

“Sao lai d¢ Ho1 Vii cung vao?”

Trién Thi hoi, hién nhién 1a dang trach Giang Ly va Quy cho Hoi Vi vao
phong.

“La 101 cua ta, xin 101, ta dang ro1 qua...”
9 9

Quy chu dong nhan 16i vé minh.
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“Mudi ay van la tré con!”

Trién Thi khong noi tiép, vi han biét néu ctr néi tiép thi chic chin minh
cling s& bat khoc. Nhung gio khong phai 1a lac dé khoc.

“Cudi cung thi Lo Than tu di vao nli dé tim toc trudng sao?”
Quy hoi, nang lo lang cho an nguy ctia L6 Than.

“Mudi ay chi noi voi ta co 1€ mau than da gdp chuyén chang lanh, bao ta
mau téi day, sau do lién chay di.”

Qua nhién phuong 4n ma Lo Than nghi ra chu toan hon, dé nghi khi nay
ctia minh hoan toan khong ban tdm dén cam nhan ctia Chung Trién Thi -
Quy tham tu trach.

Khi bon ho noéi chuyén, mat troi hoi chuyén tir phia Pong vé phia Nam,
anh sang ciing thoang d6i chiéu. Thé rdi mot con dao sach vy mau xuat
hién dudi anh mat troi. Nguoi thoi 4y néu bat can viét sai chir trén thé tre,
thuong s& dung dao sach dai chua ddy mot thudc dé cao chd viét sai di r6i
viét lai, vi vay no thuong co6 mat trong tui, trén ban cia nguoi doc sach va
quan van, tham chi con c¢6 ngudi mang né bén minh. Trong khoanh khac
nhin thay hung khi, Quy di khang dinh day s& 1a mot vu an khoé giai quyét.
Boi vi khi quan phu truy tim hung pham déu bat dau suy luan tir hung khi.
Néu hung khi con ¢ lai hién truong, thuong thi s& mau chong bat dugce hung
pham. Du sao, ké ca trong thoi ky cuc thinh ciia vuong triéu Han thi ngoai
vat dung nha noéng, nhitng ché pham tir kim loai khac ciing khong phd bién
trong dan gian.

Nhung dao sach...

Ké ca khi Quy chi ra ngoai du ngoan thi trong hanh 1y cling c6 san may
con, con ngudi nha ho Quan thudng ngadm tho hoc 1€ djnh cu & day thi cang
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mién ban.

Bén canh dao sach c6 mot chiéc dén 1ong, at han do Quan Khoa mang
dén.

Vi huéng chiéu ctia mit troi thay doi, thir anh vao trong mat moi nguoi
khong chi c6 dao sach va dén 16ng, ma con cdé mot dan chudng cb. Po 1a ¢o
vat truyén lai tir thoi Chién Qudc, do S& vuong ban thuong cho to tién nha
ho Quan. Hai hang chudng duogc treo trén mot chiéc gia gd, mdi hang mudi
hai chiéc, tong cong c6 hai muoi tu chiéc chudng. Hang trén 1a chudng nho,
khong c6 hoa van. Hang dudi 1a chudng 16n hon, dat vang, hoa van hinh
phuong, bén trén lai c6 ba cai go thang hang nhé 1én, g dai chirng mot tac.
Gia gb da duoc quét son, lai dugc vé hoa vian dam sac da mau, gac o giita
hai chiéc cot dong hai bén. Cot cao khoang sau thude, thiép vang, dat hoa
van hinh quy*, dung trén bé ddng c6 khic hinh ban long** va canh cua mot
loai hoa la khong tén.

* Mot loai yéu qudi trong truyén thuyét, kha giong rong, co mot chan, hinh no thuong duoc khac

trén chuong, dinh.

** Trong kién triic dan téc Han thoi xwa thi ban long la rong cudn khiic. Trong than thoqi thi la

rong nuoc, khong co sung.

Phia sau chuéng c6 c6 mot it d6 hon tap, may chiéc noé va vai miii tén,
tuy nhién khong c6 cho dé mot nguoi co thé an nap.

Pung lc ay, ngoai ctra truyén t6i giong ctia Nha Anh...
“... Vu Lang quan dang ¢ trong.”

Quy di t6i trude cira phong, thidy Tiéu Huu dang dung bén canh Nhi
Anh, bén cét budc di vé phia do.

“...Cocosaoroi?”

https://thuviensach.vn



(13 29

Nha Anh thay Quy di t6i, bén hoi. Quy chi budn ba lic dau.
“Tiéu thu, xin hay nén bi thuong.”

“Céu nay nén noi voi Nha Anh ty thi hon.” Quy ngdp ngung mot thoang
roi hoi tiép, “Nhung sao Tiéu Huu lai & day?”

“Ti€u thu di 1au qud, em hoi lo, s¢ ngai mudn sai bao gi do...”
“Lac Tiéu Huu td1, c6 thay nguoi nao di vé hudng nguoc lai khong?”
“Hudng nguoc lai la sao a?”

“La tir Tay vé Pong, ciing chinh 13 tir day di vé phia em dang dtng ban

29

dau.
“Em khong thay ai ca.”

“Thé Nha Anh ty ty thi sao, trudc d6 ty va Chung Trién Thi van dimg ¢
16i vao hém nui u?”

“Dling vdy, sau khi chia tay v&i Giang Ly ty thi chung ta vin & noi ay.”

“Trong lac do cling khong gap ai di qua sao?”

“Khéng. Lat sau Lo Than chay t6i, mudi 4y noi c¢o6 da gip chuyén bat
trac, ta va Trién Thi ca voi chay vé phia nay, doc dudng di ciing khong thay
nguoi khac.”

Néu thé thi that 12 quai la - Quy chua nghi ra dugc 16i giai thich.

“Vay khi dig ¢ day thi sao?”
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Quy chi vao vi tri duoi chan Nha Anh.

“Ciing khong thay ai ca.” Nhi Anh néi, “Chi c¢6 Tiéu Huu vira di t6i ma
thoi, con chua thay ai roi di hét. Khi ndy ta nghe thiy sau lung co tiéng
budc chan, quay ngudi lai thi thiy Tiéu Huu. Em 4y hoi ta Vu Liang quan ¢
dau, ta vira n6i cho em ay thi Vu Liang quén lién xuét hién & ctra.”

Néu vay thi that 1a ky la - R&t cude hung thu da roi di tir khi nao?
Suy luan cua Quy di vao ngo cut.

Khéng 1& hung thu von khong hé roi di? Nghi vay, Quy bén vong téi phia
Tay nha kho. Thé nhung nang phat hién nha kho duoc xay ké sat vao nui,
dang sau von khong c6 chd cho mét ngudi ndu minh hodc di qua. Ngoai ra,
phia T4y nha kho ciing khong cé thir gi che chan duoc nhu tang d4 16n hay
cdy cOi. Sau d6 nang di t6i phia Pong nha kho, & d6 c6 mot cai giéng, phia
sau thanh giéng vira hay c6 thé che chin cho mot nguoi. Song luc nay, noi
do6 cting khong co ai.

Thé rdi Quy quay lai chd Tiéu Huu va Nhi Anh, thay Lo Than va Quan
Vo6 Dat voi vang chay t6i tir phia Pong. Quan Vo6 Dat tranh khoi vét mau
roi di vao nha kho, sai Giang Ly dua Chung Hoi Vil ra ngoai cira, rdi bao
Chung Trién Thi gitip 6ng chuyén thi thé ctia Quan Khoa téi gian chinh cua
nha ho Quan ¢ phia bén kia.

“Vu Lang quan, Lo Than néi nguoi luén & canh con bé, ta biét nguoi
khong c6 hiém nghi. Xin 13i vi di dé nguoi bi cudn vao chuyén nay. Khong
gidu gi nguoi, thoi tré ta timg ra tay giét ngudi vi bao thi cho ban, néu bao
quan thi s¢ ré‘mg ban an cii s€ bi lat lai, béi vay ta hy vong co thé tim ra
hung pham ma khong can lam phién quan ph, ta ciing s& bao thu cho Khoa
Nhi bang cach thtrc cia minh. Tdi qua ta dd dugc chung kién tai suy luan
ctia nguoi, cho nén mong nguoi cé thé gitp ching ta diéu tra rd chuyén nay.

https://thuviensach.vn



Lo Than, con ciing khong lo viéc tang 1& dugc, & lai day tro gitip Vu Ling
quan di.”

Quan Vo Dat qua quyét noi, Quy ciing dong .

Thé 12 Quan V6 Dat va Chung Trién Thi lién can than dua thi thé cua
Quan Khoa di. Giang Ly diu Ho1 Vi di phia sau. Con Nha Anh thi di sau d6
mot quing, nhung ciing di vé phia gian chinh. Quy van dtng tai chd cia
Nha Anh khi ndy, Lo Than va Tiéu Huu ding bén nang.

“Lo Than, nguoi lam tot lam.”

“C6 thuong yéu ta nhu vay, ta chi c6 thé 1am chat chuyén con con 4y cho

2

co.
“Pa du r61.” Quy noi, “Con nhanh hon ta tudng nhiéu.”
“Baéi vi khi @6 phuy than va Bach tién sinh da tr¢ vé tu trong nti.”

“Vay thi luc dy nhitng nguoi khac dang lam gi, vi du mau than cua
nguoi, va nhitng ngudi hau khac trong nha nguoi?”

“Bon hg déu dang ¢ gian chinh, ca budi sang déu chua tung ro1 khoi do,
vi budi sang ludn co rat nhi€u chuyén vun vat phai lam.”

“Ta hiéu r6i. Tiép theo, chung ta s& cing tim ra hung thi dé an i vong
linh cia Chung phu nhan.” Quy binh tinh néi, “Ta tin rang chuyén nay nhat
dinh 12 do ké ndo d6 muu hai, Chung phu nhan tuyét d6i khong tu sat. Vi
néu ba dy tu sat & bui co ngoai cira thi e 1a ba ay khong thé di vao trong nha
kho. Thuong thi nguoi bi trong thuwong van co thé bo dugc, con trong
truong hop nay, néu ba 4y bo vao thi chic chin s& luu lai mot vét mau 16n
trén mat dat, ma cudi cung thi thé phai & trang thai ndm sap. Nhung khi
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duoc phat hién thi Chung phu nhan dang nam ngtra, chtng to sau khi hung
an xay ra, chac chan da c6 nguoi kéo ba 4y vao nha kho.”

“Ta déng y v6i1 suy luan nay.” L Than noi, “Co diéu tai sao hung khi lai
xuat hién trong nha kho? Néu hung tha muén di chuyén thi thé thi phai vt
hung khi di méi dung chir.”

“Trudc d6 con mot van d¢, tai sao hung thu phai chuyén thi thé cua
Chung phu nhan vao nha kho?”

“C¢ 1€ 1a dé thi thé dugc phat hién mudn hon?”

“Néu la vay,” Quy ngat 161 Lo Than, “Néu muon thi thé dugc phat hién
mudn hon thi tai sao khong don sach vét mau ngoai ctra nha kho? Nguoi
coi, canh nha kho c6 mot giéng nudc, néu hung thu ¢c6 y muon xda vét mau
thi ctr d6 nudc vao thung go, r6i lay nudc trong thung gd dé giodi rira bai co

la dugec, tai sao hung thu khong lam nhu vay?”

“Co 18 1a vi khong kip, hodc 1a hung thu nghe thay dong tinh gi dé, cho
rang c6 nguoi tdi day.”

“Mo6t van dé nita, Chung phu nhan va hung thu t6i day tir khi nao?”

“Chac 1a sau khi chung ta di qua noi nay lan dau.”

“Ta ciing nghi vay, hon nita han 1a trudc khi hai nguoi Giang Ly t6i day.
Vi néu téi sau thi Nhd Anh va Chung Trién Thi ding & 16i vao hém nui

chéc chan s& nhin thay. Ta da hoi Nha Anh r6i, ty ay khong thay ai di qua.”

“Néu 1a vay,” L6 Than hoi v6i vé kho hiéu, “Khi hai nguoi Giang Ly ty
tGi, tai sao khong nhin thay c6?”

“Trong nha kho c6 mét chiéc dén 16ng ddy thoi, ta nghi né do Chung phu
nhan mang dén, c6 18 ba 4y con mang d4 danh ltra trén nguoi. Khi hai nguoi
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Giang Ly di qua nha kho, han ba iy dang tim kiém hodc quan sat thir gi d6
bén trong.”

“Vay tuc 1a ltuc do co6 co dang ¢ cung hung thu?”

“Co 18 vay, hodc co thé lic d6 hung thi dang tron sau thanh giéng bén
canh nha kho. Hai gia thiét déu ton tai.” Quy giai thich, song nang chot 1o
vé nghi hodc, “Vay mot van dé cubi cung, ciing 1a van dé ma ta ban khoin
nhat, hung thu roi di tir bao gio?”

“Khoan d3, Tiéu Quy, nguoi ndéi qua nhanh, di qua nhiéu bude, tu duy
ctia ta khong theo kip. Vi sao nguoi lai thdy ban khoan vé van dé nay?”

“L6 Than khong thay ki la 42”7 Quy nhiu may néi, “Boi vi néu suy luin
tir manh m6i ma chung ta thu thap duoc thi hung thi vén khong c6 co hoi
101 di. Puoc 161, dé ta sap xép lai tir dau chuyén xay ra ¢ ddy vao sang nay...

Trude tién 14 ta va Lo Than, hai ngudi chung ta di ngang qua noi nay dau
tién. Khi ay trudc cira nha kho van chua c6 vét mau. Sau khi chung ta di
qua, Chung phu nhan va hung thu t61 ddy. Chung phu nhan di vao nha kho,
hung thu di vao cing ba 4y hoic tron sau thanh giéng. Mot luc sau, Giang
Ly ty ty va Hoi Vii mudi mudi di qua day, bon ho di téi bén sudi nhu khong
c6 chuyén gi xay ra thi chimg to hai nguoi ho cling khong nhin thay vét
mau. Tiép do, ta va nguoi quay vé, nhin thdy vét mau. Vay c6 thé suy ra,
nhat dinh 13 vy 4n d3 xay ra sau khi hai nguoi Giang Ly di qua, va trudc khi
ta va nguoi quay lai day. Khoang thoi gian ndy dang 1a da dé gay an.

Thé nhung, nhin quanh bdn phia thi c6 thé phat hién, hai bén hém nui
nay la vach nui dung démg cheo leo, lai khong c6 cdy cdi, nguoi binh
thuong khé co thé leo 1én trén dugc. Ttc 1a néu hung thu mudn rdi khoi
hién truong gay an thi chi c6 hai con dudng dé di. Mot 1a di vé phia Tay chd
sudi nude, nhung d6 1a duong chét, néu hung thu di vé phia d6 thi chic
chan s& dung phai ching ta. Hai 13 di vé phia Pong, phia gia toc ho Quan tu
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cu, tuy nhién khi 4y Nha Anh ty ty va Chung Trién Thi dting & 16i vao hém
nui, hon nita sau d6 bon ho lai chay vé phia nay, néu hung thu di vé phia do
thi nhat dinh s& bi bon ho bat gip.

Thé nhung tat ca chung ta déu khong gip phai hung thu. Béi vy ta méi
thiy van dé nay khong thé 1y giai dugc - RSt cude hung thu da roi di khi
nao?”

“C6 1& hung thu con troén & quanh day?”

“Pay la diéu khong thé. Trong phong khong c6 noi an nau, ngoai phong
cling chi c6 thé trén & sau chiéc giéng kia. Trudce khi nguoi va cha nguoi t6i
day, ta da di xem xét chd do, khong c6 ai trén & d6 ca.”

“Vay trong giéng thi sa0?”

“Trong... giéng?”

“U, sau khi giét nguoi, hung thi ty biét minh khong thé tron thoat nén da
nhay xubng giéng tu sat luon roi.”

“Céch nghi tiéu cyc nhu vay dung 1a phong cach cia Lo Than ma.” Quy
cam than, “Vay ta hoi nguoi, ngudi ngoai rat kho dén day ding khong?”

“Pung vay, mau than va ngudi hau déu & gian chinh, muon t&i noi nay
ma khong lam kinh dong t&i bon ho thi han 1a rat khé khan.”

“Thé thi xin hoi, nhitng nguot xung quanh nguoi c6 ai bien mat khong?”
“Ta khong hiéu cau hoi cia nguoi...”
“Néu nguoi ngoai rat kho té1 day, dai khai ¢6 thé xac dinh hung thu la

nguoi ma ta va nguoi déu biét, téi qua cling c6 mit ¢ noi nay. Theo gia
thuyét cua nguoi thi sau khi gdy an xong, ké d6 nhay xuéng giéng tu sat,
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nén phai c6 mot ngudi nao d6 bén canh ching ta bién mat méi ding, phai
khong? Tuy nhién nguoi vira xac nhan 13 mau than nguoi, ngudi hau nha ho
Quan va Bach tién sinh déu dang & gian chinh cia gia toc, cling khong c6 ai
mat tich, ma nhiing ngudi con lai thi déu c6 mit ¢ day sau khi vy an xay ra.
Néu khong c6 ai mat tich, vay c6 thé suy ra hung thi khong hé nhay xudng
giéng, gia thuyét cia nguoi khong thé thanh 1ap.”

Quy lanh lung bac bo ¥ kién ctua Lo Than.

“Pung vay, nguoi ndi ¢6 1y.” Lo Than noi, sic mit ngdy cang xam xit, du
sao sy kién nay tam chin phan 1a ngudi trong gia toc ctia nang tu tan sat 1an
nhau. Anh mit ctia nang dédo quanh nha kho, cudi cing dimg trudc miéng
giéng. “A ma r6t cudc Tiéu Quy di tim hiéu chiéc giéng nay lic nao? Sau
khi Trién Thi ca téi day u?”

“Pung thé.”

“Vay thi liéu c6 phai thé nay khong - Hung thi von trén & phia sau thanh
giéng, sau khi Trién Thi ca di vao phong, hung tha bén ra khoi do, chay trén
vé phia Pong, roi roi khoi hém nuti nay trude khi ta va phy than di toi 161
vao hém nai?”

“Khoan d4, hinh nhu nguoi dd quén mat mot van dé rat quan trong.” Quy
vach tran ma khong hé kiéng né, “Khi 4y, nhiing ngudi ¢ ngoai hém nui déu
khong c6 kha ning gdy 4n mot minh. Mau than nguoi va ngudi hau nha ho
Quan & cung nhau, trir khi bon ho vén di théng dong tir trude, néu khong
cling khong thé sat hai Chung phu nhan. Con phu than nguoi va Bach tién
sinh da vao nui, khi nguoi td1 goi thi ho mai quay lai gian chinh, trudc do
ho ciing khéng t6i hém nui nay. Ttc 13, du gia thuyét cia nguoi c6 thé
thanh 1ap thi ciing rat kho dé tim ra ké tinh nghi.”

“Thuc ra, con ¢6 ké tinh nghi khac dang khong?”
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L6 Than noi1 vay, hai nguodi déu an y dua mat nhin vé phia Tiéu Huu.

“Ha? Sao tiéu thu va Lo Thén ty ty lai nhin em nhu vay... Chang 1 hai
nguoi dang nghi ngo em?”

Ti€u Huu héi voi vé nghi hoac va bat an.

“Néu noi dén ké tinh nghi thi dung 14 chi ¢6 Tiéu Huu.” Lo Than néi,
“Gia sir lac d6 em trén sau thanh giéng, sau khi may nguoi Nhi Anh ty di
vao nha kho, em bén ra khoi chd trdn, xuat hién trudéc mat moi nguoi mot
cach duong duong chinh chinh. Um, chi ¢6 Tiéu Huu méi c6 thé 1am duoc.
Tuy noi vay nhung hinh nhur em hoan toan khéng c6 dong co dé sat hai ¢o.”

“L6 Than, c6 1& nguoi da hiéu 1am mot chuyén. Vi liic ndy nguoi khong
& day nén khong biét, ta ciing quén khong noi véi nguoi. Thuc ra, luc niy
Nha Anh ty ty khong di vao nha kho ma van dimg & chd nay.” Quy noi roi
chi xubng dudi chan minh, “Nguoi ¢ thé thir nhin vé phia Béc - ciing chinh
1a huéng nha kho.”

“Ta vOn nhin ve€ phia 4y ma...”

Trong thoang chdc, Lo Than d3 hiéu dugc ¥ cia Quy. Chd Nhi Anh
dtng khi ndy c6 thé thay ro chiéc giéng kia. Néu c6 ngudi di ra tir phia sau
thanh giéng, chic chin s& bi Nha Anh bat gip.

“Ty 4y ndi dau tién 1a nghe thay tiéng budc chan cua Tiéu Huu rdi moi
thay em 4y, chung t6 Tiéu Huu khong di ra tir phia sau giéng. Vay thi Tiéu
Huu khong con nam trong dién hiém nghi nira. Tic la, tinh huéng hién tai
ngay cang phuec tap, hung thi roi di bang cach nao, roi di khi nao déu khong
phai van dé chu yéu nhat, trén thuc té, c6 1& suy luan cia ching ta da 1am
vao ngo cut, bdi vi...”

Quy lai thd dai mot tiéng, rdi noi tiép.
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“Trong vu an nay, hung thu da bién mat ngay trudc mat moi nguoi. Hon
nira, khi vu &n xdy ra thi nguoi c6 hi€ém nghi déu dang & cung nguoi khac,
khong c6 co hdi dé gady an mdt minh.”

“Vay thi phai bat dau suy xét dén gia thiét hai nguoi tham chi may ngudi
thong dong gy an sao?”

“Hién gio ching ta khong nén suy luan tiép.” Quy ngat 15i Lo Than,
khong cam tdm noéi: “Béi vi mot khi bat dau thao luan vé gia thiét nhiéu
nguoi thong déng gay an thi s& phai doi mat v4i rat nhiéu to hop, sé ngay
mot kho khin hon. Lic nay, van nén chd doi chimg cit méi xuat hién thoi.
Pé mau chong tim ra chin tudng, chiing ta khong ngai chia nhau ra dé hanh
dong. Khi ndy ta khong thé diéu tra ti mi trong nha kho, c6 1& di bo sot mot
it chung cu, thé nén ta dinh & lai day tra xét lai hién truong, Tiéu Huu cling
o lai giup ta di.”

“Tiéu thu khong nghi ngd em u?”

“Trir khi em va Nhia Anh thong dong, néu khong em khong thé giy an
duogc. Song ta rat kho tuong tuong em va Nha Anh c6 loi ich chung gi, cling
khong nghi ra 1y do khién em sat hai Chung phu nhan, thé nén ta s& khong
hoai nghi em.”

“Lathéa...”

Tiéu Huu to vé that vong. Vi chi nhan khong dit minh vao hang ngii ké
tinh nghi khong xudt phat tir sy tin tudng, ma chi 13 két luan sau khi binh
tinh suy luan. Lo Than té vé déng cam vé&i Tiéu Huu tir tn day long, hoan
toan khong nhé rd rang nguoi dau tién nghi ngd Tiéu Huu chinh 13 nang.

“Lo Than, néu co thé, ta mudn nho nguoi hoi nguoi trong nha mot chut

chuyén vé Chung phu nhén, ké ca viéc sang nay co ai gip ba dy hay khong,
cé ai biét tai sao ba éy lai mudn t&i nha kho hay khong, phat hi¢én duoc diéu
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gi trén nguoi ba ay, tom lai, nhitng van dé nay do nguoi hoi s€ théa dang
hon, béi vay xin nho nguoi.”

“Ta s€ cO hét stre.”
“Sau khi diéu tra xong, chiing ta s& hoi hgp & noi nay nhé. Xin 16i vi da
khién nguoi phai chay di chay lai nhiéu noi.” Tiép do, Quy ndi ra mot cau

ma 1€ ra nang khong nén noi: “Puong nhién, trudc d6 nguoi nén tim mot
chiéc 4o trong dé mac vao di da.”
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3]

“Tiéu Huu, em hiy noi that cho ta biét, c¢6 phai ta da noéi sai gi khong?”

Quy 6m ma phai bi Ly Than danh sung, hdi vay.

“Boi vi khong biét giita ngai va Lo Than ty ty dd xdy ra chuyén gi nén
em ciing khong dam doan bira. Co diéu, cd ctia Lo Than ty ty vira mat, ngai
lai chuyén dé tai cau chuyén sang phuong hudng ky la nhu vay, ding la
khong dugc on cho lam.”

Tiéu Huu nghiém tac tra 10i theo yéu cau cta Quy.
“Théi, diéu tra van quan trong hon.”
Noi r6i Quy di vé phia nha kho, Tiéu Huu theo ngay sau nang.

Bay gio anh mit troi chiéu vao phong da du sang sua, chiéu ro dén ting
ngdc ngach nho ctia cin phong, béi vdy viée diéu tra ctia Quy ciing dugc
tién hanh mdt cach thuén lgi. Pau tién nang xem x¢&t lai dan chuong kia mét
1an nita. Trén gid treo chudng va than chudng déu bi pht mot 16p bui day. E
1a tir bon nam trude khi Quan Vo Dat chuyén ca gia toc toi noi ddy thi dan
chudng nay chua timg dugc dung toi. Piéu nay ciing khong co gi la, du sao
& thoi dai nay thi loai nhac cu nhu chudng d3 suy tan dén mirc khong thé
ctru van, hiém c6 noi nao dung né dé tdu nhac.

Quy di vong ra phia sau dan chudng, quan sat nhitng chiéc né va mili tén
ma khi ndy nang chua thé ngdm & khoang cach gan. C6 18 ching khong lién
quan gi dén vu 4n mang, nhung Quy van coi ching 13 mét phan cua hién
truong vu an ma khong muén dé dang bo qua.
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M4y chuc nim vé trudc, Thira tudng duong nhiém Céng Toén Hoang
ting dé nghi cam dan tang trir cung nd, cho rang néu mudi tén gidc cudp
cam no chéng dbi thi di mot trim quan binh dudi theo ciing chua chac c6 ai
dam budc 1én bat gitr chung. Néu trong dan khong co cung nd, giic cudp
chi ¢6 thé cAm binh khi ngan dé chdng d6i, vy thi chi can quan binh déng
hon 1a nhéat dinh c6 thé bat chung vé quy an. Tuy nhién Quang Loc dai phu
Thi trung duong nhiém 1a Ngo Khau Tho Vuong lai phan bac dé nghi nay.
Ngé Khau Tho Vuong cho ring, tac dung cta binh khi 1a “Ngin ngira bao
luc, thao phat gidc cudp, trong cudc séng thuong ngay thi dung dé ché ngy
tha dit, khi c6 can qua thi phong vé va chién dau.” Hon nita, theo 18 ¢6, sau
khi bé nam ra doi, can mot ngudi dung cung gb dau va sau mili tén lam
bang c6 ban vé bon phuong troi dat thay cdu bé, cho thay chi hudng 1y
tuong cla cau bé. Tom lai 13, néu cAm béach tinh dung cung no thi chi khién
bon ho bat Iuc khi gip nguy hiém, ciing at phai hity bo 1& ¢6 do tién vuong
1ap ra, boi vay tuyét doi khong thé thuc hién chinh sach nay. Pay 1a chuyén
trude khi Quy ra doi, song cudc tranh ludn ndy dugc luu truyén kha rong
rdi, khi nang tip ban cung di duoc nghe ngudi ta nhic téi, ciing rat tan
thanh. Thuc ra khi phan bac Lo Than & rung hoang hom qua, nang cling am
tham dung quan diém ciia Ngo Khau Tho Vuong.

C6 ca thay bay chiéc no. Quy cam mot chiéc trong d6 1én, quan sat cin
than. Nhitng chiéc nod nay déu duoc boc trong vo déng, dau trén cung dugc
goi 12 bo phan Vong Son, chil yéu dé nham ban. Hai bén Vong Son 1a ring
nd, phia dudi 1a 1y no. Liy n6 va ring nd ndi voi nhau bang moc cau. Moc
cdu an trong vo dong, nhin tir bén ngoai thi khéng thiy duoc. Bbn linh kién
trén déu c6 khe, khép chung lai voi nhau thi dugce noé hoan chinh. Khi st
dung thi trudc tién dung rang no gitr dy, roi dat mii tén trén canh nd, kéo
lay, rang no 16 bén ngoai sé thu vao vo dong, ddy no cang ra thu vé chd cii,
mili tén ciing ban ra theo.

Theo Quy thay thi toan bd qua trinh déu chang c6 k¥ thuat gi dang noi.

Véi ngudi khong du thé luc thi dung no ban tén cling khong kho, khé 1a kho
& qué trinh kéo day dé gilt no ¢ ring no, vi day no chat hon day cung, ciing
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kho kéo hon nhiéu. Cé diéu, khi no dugc thiét ké nguoi ta di tinh dén van
dé nay - khi kéo day chi can dit no trén dat, dap 1én dau trudc canh no, tay
nam dau sau 1a c6 thé dung stc lyc cia toan than dé kéo day no, dong tac
nay goi 1a “quyét truong”.

Tuy hiéu nguyén 1y hoat dong va cach thirc st dung cua nd, nhung vi
cam ghét nén Quy chua bao gio thyc sy dung téi nd. Nang sai Tiéu Huu
nhit mot mii tén 1én, roi dwa theo phwong phap néi trén, ding ca tay ca
chan gai day no vao rang no, rdi lay miii tén trén tay Tiéu Huu, lap 1én no,
tién da nham vao vach tuong roi tha 1ay. Tén lién ban vao vach tudng.

“Uy luc nhu vay, hoan toan c6 thé ban chét dich thu trong vong mot tram
budc.”

Quy 1am bam.

“Ticu thu, xin hoi hanh dong vira ndy cua ti€u thu c6 lién quan dén viéc
diéu tra khong a?”

Tiéu Huu hoi khong dung luc.

“Em bi€t mia mai chi nhan tr khi nao thé.” Quy cam nod chua Ién day
nham vé phia Tiéu Huu. “Sudt ngay lam miéng nhu vay, can than khong ta
ban chét em d6.”

“Tiéu thu s& khong lam chuyén vé van ay dau. Thé nhung, bay gio van
nén can than xem xét hién truong thi hon. Néu khong lat nita co thé s& bi Lo
Than ty ty danh do.”

“Duoc roi, ta biét roi. Nhung em coi di, thuc ra noi nay ciing chang c6 gi
hay ma xem xét.” Quy noi, “Trudc khi em téi, ta van & hién truong, nhiing
thir can thay thi déu thay ca roi. Ta chi mudn & day dé binh tinh sap xép lai
mach suy nghi ma thoi. Thé nén em ding néi chuyén véi ta nita.”
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Tiéu Huu chrflng biét 1am sao, danh gat dau that manh.

Quy lai xem xét chiéc no trong tay.

Gan toi trua, Lo Than quay lai nha kho, goi Quy t6i gian chinh an com.
Trude do, Quy cling chéng diéu tra nghiém tuc, sau khi nghich né, nang lai
phi khong it thoi gian cho dan chudng cd. Trong long Tiéu Huu ciing biét
chuyén nang dang lam chang lién quan gi dén viéc diéu tra, song vi ménh
1énh nén khong thé noi ra.

“Viéc diéu tra cia Lo Than c6 tién trién gi khong?”

“Viéc diéu tra cua Tiéu Quy co tién trién gi khong?”

L6 Théan hoi nguoc lai. Nang vira di vao lién nhin thdy Quy dang nghich
chudng, lai nhin thdy miii tén cim trén tudong thi 4m thim bat man, cudi
cung quyén chu dong dat cau hoi lai bi Quy cudp di, nén cang cam thay uat
uc hon.

“Ta muén hoi mot cau, noi nay cat giir may chiéc no?”

Quy ¢06 ¥ noi lang sang chuyén khac.

“Bay chiéc. Con c6 bay chiéc dit ¢ nha kho sau gian chinh nita.”

“Héa ra con c6 mot nha kho nita, sau bira trua dan ta tdi d6 xem nhé. Ca
gian phong ma miy hom nay Chung phu nhan & nita, cling can xem xét mot
chut.”

“Ta s& hoi ¥ kién phu than.” Lo Than nglimg mdt thoang roi noi tiép:
“Vay gid xin Tiéu Quy hdy tra 16i cau hoi khi ndy cua ta, viéc diéu tra cta

nguoi co tieén trién gi khong?”

“C6 mot phat hién.” Quy noi. Lo Than té vé nghi ngo.
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“Noi ta nghe thir xem nao.”

“Chung phu nhéan chua timg cham vao nd va mii tén, thé nhung trén dan
chudng lai c6 dau vét cho thay ba timg dong vao nd.”

“Day chinh la phat hién cua nguoi sao?” Lo Than khinh thuong, “Ta da
héi phu than roi. Chiéu qua ¢6 ¢ hoi cha vé dan chudng. C6 khong biét sau
khi don nha thi chuong dugc dat & dau nén maéi hoi. Phuy than cling noi that
cho ¢6 biét. Tir d6 dai khai co thé khang dinh rang, sém nay c6 ti nha kho
1a dé xem dan chudng nay. C6 diéu, sém nay cd t6i nha kho 1a dé xem dan
chudng nay. Co6 diéu, sang sém khi c6 ra khoi phong thi biéu ca va biéu
mudi con & trong phong, sau d6 hai ngudi cung di dao t6i 16i vao hém ndi,
gap dugc Giang Ly ty va Nha Anh ty.”

“Nguoi con tham do duogc tin tirc gi nira?”

“Con nira, trén nguoi ¢6 dung la da phat hién duoc da lira dung dé danh
Itra, hon nita con luu lai ddu vét vira sir dung. Ta lai héi Trién Thi ca vé
chiéc dén 1ong no. Huynh 4y néi trén diy dén trong phong c6 ding 1a thiéu
mot chiée. Ngoai ra theo 101 huynh 4y, trong phong van con sau chiéc dén,
hinh thirc ciing gidng véi chiée dén duoc phat hién trong nha kho.”

“Chi c6 thé thoi 42
“Chi c6 thé thoi.”

“Vay du r0i.” Quy néi, “Budi chiéu dan ta di xem nha kho con lai va
phong cua Chung phu nhin nhé, khong biét liéu c6 thé phat hién ra manh
mbi méi khong. Cho t6i gio, chung ta van khong biét gi vé thi phap giy an
cling nhu dong co giét ngudi cua hung thi, tham chi con khong cé 1dy mot
gia thiét du stc thuyét phuc. Du thé ndo ching nita thi sy vu nay ciing qué
ky la.”
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“Khong 1€ n6 s€ lai bién thanh mot vu an bi an nhu tham kich xay ra ¢
nha ba phy vao bon nam trude...”

“Mong la khong phai vay.”
Buo6i chiéu, hai nguoi téi nha kho & sau gian chinh.

Vi so hanh dong cua minh bi “can tr¢”, Quy lénh cho Tiéu Huu di gitp
nha ho Quan chuan bj tang 18.

Khong gidng véi nha kho ma hai ngudi di vao budi sang, nha kho nay
cao hon nhitng gian nha binh thuong rat nhiéu, xa nha cach mit dat chimg
hai trugng. Trén birc tudng phia Bic chd sat noc nha c6 mot ctra sd6 nhod
hinh tron, duong kinh chi khoang bén tac. P6 dé trong nha kho chu yéu 1a
d6 bang ngoc va bang kim loai dung trong té 1& va sinh hoat hang ngay,
ngoai ra con c6 mot it nhac cu, méy con dao ngén nam trong vo, bay chiéc
no va mot s6 miii tén.

Vat chta ¢6 dinh, nghién(1), d6i(2), phu(3), quy(4), ton(5), ho(6),
hoa(7), ban(8), di(9), déu co6 hinh dang thoi Chién Qudc, trong d6 Quy da
thdy mot sé thtr trong bira tiéc tdi qua. PO bang ngoc thi co khué(10),
bich(11), chuong(12), tong(13), ho(14), hoang(15), trong d6 chi riéng loai
khué di c6 khong dudi muoi kiéu, hinh dang mau sic khic nhau, c6 nhimng
thr la 13m t&i mtrc Quy van ludn tu phu biét rong nhd dai, am hiéu 18 hoc
ma ciing khong biét tén 1a gi.

(1) Cdi ché lién cd noi ddy.

(2) Po dé dung thoc lua.

(3) P6 dung x6i ciing.

(4) P6 duwng x6i ciing, hodc bat dung thirc an.

(5) Chén ué'ng ruou.
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(6) Cdi dm, binh.

(7) M6t logi am dat thoi cé, ¢6 chdn, ndp va quai cam, c6 voi dé rot.
(8) Cai mam, khay.

(9) Chdu riea mat thoi xua.

(10) Ngoc khué, thuwong la trén tron (hoac nhon), dwdi vuong.

(11) Ngoc bich, det, hinh tron, giita c6 16.

(12) Ngoc chwong, hinh dang nhw mot nira ngoc khué.

(13) Ngoc hinh bat gide, ¢ giita c6 16 tron.

(14) Ngoc dwege cham thanh hinh con hé, ngay xwa ding dé cing té.
(15) Ngoc dwroc déo thanh hinh ban nguyét.

“Nguoi biét hét tén goi va cach dung ciia nhirng thir nay khong?”

“Sao ma biét hét duoc.” Lo Thén lo ding néi, “Tri thire trong d6 ké ca
phu than ta cling chua chic da hiéu, nhitng van dé & phuong dién nay nén
hoi Nha Anh ty thi tot hon. Cac thr ndy vén duoc cit & nha ba phy, tir nhd
ty ay da duoc tiép xuc véi ching, lai duge hoc khong it kién thirc vé chiing
tir ba phu. Néu khong phai vi tinh than cia ty ay luon khong tot thi 1& ra 18
té nam nay phai do ty dy chu tri méi dung.”

“Cong tac chuan bi 1€ t€ da hoan lai r61 a?”

“Puing vy, du sao ciing xay ra chuyén nhu thé. Nam nha ba phy xay ra
chuyén ciing khong cir hanh 18 té.”

“Cai trong bén kia, 1€ t€ nao cling dung dén sao?”
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Quy chi tay vé mot goc ctia nha kho, héi nhu vay. Noi d6 c6 bay mot
chiéc “Kién c6”*. Trong L& thu c6 viét: “Ha hdu thi chi ¢ tic, An doanh
c6, Chu huyén ¢4.” C6 nghia 13, thoi Ha thi trong nam ngang trén gia co
chan; thoi Thuong thi trong dit nghiéng, hai bén suon trong cé khe, dé
xuyén tru dyng dimg qua khe d6; thoi Chu thi treo trong trén gia. “Kién c¢6”
tuong dong voi cach lam cua thoi nha Thuong. Thir trude mat Quy chinh 1a
nhu vay, mot cai try gb xuyén qua hai mit trén va dudi cua tréng. Nhung tir
truéc dén nay, nhitng chiéc “Kién ¢6” ma nang ting thay thuong chi c6 hai
mit trong dé g, trong khi chiéc “Kién c6” nay lai c6 téi tdm mit. Ké ra
cling hoi kho tin, hai mit trén va dudi cua trong déu c6 hinh bat giac, con
tam mat vuong goc vo1 mat dét thi c6 hinh chir nhat. Mat trén va duéi déu
duoc lam bé“mg g5, lai b1 mot cai tru xuyén qua nén khong thé g0 dugc. Con
tam mat tréng xung quanh lai dugc boc da trau, déu c6 thé gd rat vang. Quy
thAm biét ddy 13 “Lo6i c6” dung trong 1& té than linh, song ban than nang
cling chi timg nghe ta vé hinh dang cta loai tréng niy, téi gid méi duge
nhin thay tan mat.

* Mot loai trong, con goi la trong Té, trong Tan,... La mot logi nhac cu tung dwoc su dung trong
cung dinh. Pho bién ¢ cac chua chién tai Noi Mong Co, Liéu Ninh, Cat Lam, Thanh Hdi... va nhiéu

khu vuc lon khac cua dan toc Han.

“Lé& té nao ciing dung.” Lo Than dép.

Quy lai chu y té1 vai mon nhac cu c6 day treo trén tuong, lan luot 1a dan
cam, dan sat va dan tranh, tat ca déu chua lén day. Con c6 céa sao va khen,
mdi loai may chiéc. Nhin hinh dang thi cé thé thay chung déu 1a c¢6 vat luu
truyen tur thot Chién Quoc.

“Nhirng nhac cu nay déu do t6 tién truyén lai sao?”

“DPung vay. Ngoai ra con c6 vai mon dugce c6 mang di Truong An ro1.”

“Nguoi biét cach choi chiing khong?”
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“Ta chi biét choi nhac cu c6 day thoi, khong hiéu sao, tat ca kén sdo dudi
miéng ta déu khong thoi thanh am thanh gi ca. C6 diéu Giang Ly ty c6 thé
choi toan bo nhac cu nay. May niam nay, vii nhac trong 1& té déu do Giang
Ly ty phu trach, bao gio ty Ay ciing hoan thanh rét tét. Tiéu Quy, nguoi co
théy khong, & nha ta chi la mot ganh nang, néu nguoi chét di khong phai co
ma lata...”

“G10 khong phai luc noi ra 161 nay. Du nguoi tu ti thé nao, tdi té ra sao,
trai qua cudc séng nhuc nhi kiéu gi, lic nay ta khong c6 himg thu nghe
nguoi n6i.” Quy nghiém nghi bao, “Nhiing 101 nay doi téi khi giai quyét
xong moi chuyén rdi hdy néi tiép. Téi luc 4y, ta s& 1an luot phan bac timg
ciu clia nguoi, roi cling cho nguoi mot cai tat giong nhu hoi sang nguoi lam
v6i ta vay. Con bay gid van nén tap trung diéu tra thi tot hon, vi hon phach
cua Chung phu nhan c6 thé van lan khuét dau day, moi hanh dong cua
chung ta déu co thé lot vao mat ba.”

“Xin 161 Ti€u Quy, ta s€ phan chan 1én. Biét dau to1 khi di€u tra ra chan
tudng, ta lai nhan ra minh c6 kha nang pha an thi sao, néu vay thi ta s¢
khong con tu ti nira.”

“Tuy ta khong nghi nguoi c6 ning khiéu gi dic biét & mat nay, nhung
nghi duoc nhu vay 1a rat tot. Chua thir tit ca moi viéc trén thé gian thi cling
khong ¢ tu cach phil dinh tai ning ctia minh. Thuyc ra ty ti 1a mot kiéu biéu
hién ciia bénh ty dai cudng, boi vi khi nguoi néi minh chang gioi gi hét thi
ham y cua 10i ndy thuc ra 1a: Nguoi da thir 1am moi viéc trén doi roi. Néu
van chua lam dugc diéu d6 thi xin nguoi hay tiép tuc ky vong vao ban
than.”

“Cam on Tiéu Quy da c6 vii ta nhu vay.”

“Lo Than ciling c¢6 vu diém day, chi c6 di€u ban than nguoi con chua
nhan ra tho1.” Quy tréu choc, “It nhat thi dang vé gian doi cua nguoi vo

https://thuviensach.vn



cung dang yéu, khién ta khong kim long duoc ma mudn bat nat nguoi, choc
tirc nguoi.”

“Nguoi thich 1a duogc, thuc ra ta cling s€ khong so do. Vi Giang Ly ty va
Nhi Anh ty qua than thiét, nén cach ma hai ngudi ho dbi xur voi ta ludn
khién ta cam thdy xa la, qua thuc khong giéng ty mudi. Trong khi Tiéu Quy
lai @i xur voi ta nhu ty mudi rudt thit. Néu chung ta la ty mudi rudt thi
nhimng viéc Tiéu Quy lam voi ta khong tinh 1a qua dang, ma 13 vo cing thoa
dang. Ta mong mdi quan hé dy c6 thé tiép tuc kéo dai, tuy doi luc ta ciing
thiy khong cam tdm hodc muén danh nguoi mét tran, nhung du sao ciing
am ap hon ngay xua chi c6 mot than mot minh.”

“Lo Than dang la mdt co be da sau da cam.” Quy ndi, “Viée diéu tra noi
nay ding ¢ day thoi, chung ta da bat dau tan gau, chimg to ¢ day di khong
con thtr gi dang dé tiép tuc diéu tra. Tiép theo xin hiy dan ta téi gian phong
ma Chung phu nhan nghi lai t6i qua.”

“BUQ’C.”

Thé ro1 hai thiéu nit cung di té1 ngdi vién nho ma may me con nha ho
Chung & tam.

Chung Hoi Vil d3 14y ra timg moén d6 trong hanh 1y cia mau than theo 10i
Lo Than, bay trén chiéu céi trong gian chinh, con ban than thi dung doi bén
canh.

Quy nhin di vat dugc xép trén mat chiéu. Trong do6 co sau chiéc 4o
choang, hai chiéc 4o trong, dép, gudc, giay, mdi thtr mot doi. Mot hop trang
stre, luoce, luoc bi, guwong dong mdi thr mot chiée. Lai c6 mot cai hom son
mai, bén trong chura nhiéu loai thudc. Ngoai ra con c6 vai mon nhac cu.
Kheén, sénh, dan sat, hinh thirc déu gidng véi nhitng thtr ma hai ngudi vira
thdy trong nha kho, han 14 d6 c¢6 ctia nha ho Quan.
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Mot dng sao bay 16 di thu hat sy cht ¥ ctia Quy. Loai nhac khi nay
khong pho bién thoi bay gid. Bai vi s6 16 ctia nd khong cb dinh nén phuong
phép dién tau rat kho hoc. Xung quanh Quy khong c6 ai biét cach choi né.
C6 diéu, néu 1a thé tir ciia quan chtric & Nhac phu thi trong hanh 1y c6 mot
cdy sdo cling chang co gi la.

“Ho1 Vi mudi mudi, xin hay nén bi thuong.”

“Khéng can noi nhitng 101 khach sao dy nita, xin Vu Lang ty ty nhét dinh
phai tim ra hung thu.”

Giong cua Chung Hoi Vii nhé nhu mudi kéu, nhung trong ay da khong
con su s¢ hai yéu mém, bién c6 va noi dau qua 16n da khién nang khong thé

khong manh mé hon.

“Vay ta muon hoi mot chut, mudi biét choi cy sdo bay 16 nay khong?”
Quy chi vao di vat cua ba Quan Khoa ro1 hoi.

“Con chua thuan thuc, song nhitng khic nhac binh thuong thi van tng
ph6 duoc.”

“Mau than day cho mudi a?”

“Vang. Cay sdao nay von dugc mau than mudi mang tor qué nha tdi
Truong An.”

Vay lan ndy mang vé han la tra vat vé cho chu cii - Quy nghi thé nhung
khong noi ra.

“Phai rdi, toi qua Chung phu nhan c6 ¢6 ¥ ldy ra mot d6 vat hodc mot sd
d6 vat ndo do tir trong hanh 1y khong?”

“T6i qua u? Do trang diém von & bén ngoai, tii dung nhac cu van chua
tung dugec mo ra. Y phuc...” Chung H61 Vi tram tu trong thoang chdc roi
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noi tiep, “Ciing chi c6 bg nay théi.”

Noéi ro1 nang dua tay chi vao mét by vay 1ong lay, trén mau xanh dudi
mau trang, c6 vé nhu mdi may.

“B0 y phuc nay chua méc bao gio ding khong?”

“Chiing ta m6i may xong trudc khi xuit phat tir Trudng An, chua thiy
mau than mic bao gid.”

Quy doan ring c6 thé day 1a 1& phuc ma ba Quan Khoa dinh dung trong
18 té.

“Nhitng thtr can dung trong budi kham liém ngay mai di dugc chuan bi
xong hét chua?”

“Nhitng chuyén nay déu do ca ca lo liéu, Giang Ly ty ty ciling gitp dd.
Hinh nhu ca ca rat lo cho mudi, nén khong cho mudi tham gia vao chuyén
gi hét, diéu nay khién mudi thdy rat ay nay. Néu hai vi ty ty da xem xét
xong, mudi mudn thu don lai méy thr nay, sau do to1 gian chinh gip moi
nguoi chuan bi tang 18.”

“Ta d4 xem xong roi. Néu Lo Than khong c6 ¥ kién gi khac thi ching ta
cung di tho1.”

“Taisaotalaicoy kién gi khac duoc?”
“Vay thi xin chd mot 1at dé mudi thu don lai.”
Chung H61 Vii noi roi bat ddu cit di vat ciia miu than di. Lo Than cling

voi toi giup nang. Quy khong biét c6 nén tién tay gitp d& hay khong, bén
dimg doi bén canh.
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Khi tat ca di vat déu duoc dat vé€ cho cili, ba nguoi cung di dén gian
chinh.

Céc thiéu nir tiép tuc ban ron t&i1 khuya. Trong moi khau chuan bi, Quy
tinh thong L& hoc lai khong hé phat biéu ¥ kién ctia minh. Vi nang biét 1
nghi trén dat S& va dat Han co nhiéu khéac biét, khong thé ap dat 18 c6 ma
minh hoc dugc cho nha ho Quan.

Pém hom ay, Quy va Lo Than thip dudc trong san trudc gian chinh, trén
dudc dugce quén vai di ngdm trong m& dong vat, khién trong sin toan mui
md tanh. Diéu nay khién Quy nhd téi 161 miéu ta vé manh sin duoc dit vo
s6 dén dudc trong Kinh Thi:

Dém thé nao roi? Dém chuwa dut. San toa hao quang. Quan tir voi toi,
tieng chuong vang.

Dém thé nao roi? Dém chuwa tan. San sang lap lanh. Quan tur voi 101,
tieng chuong vang.

Dém the nao roi? Dém da het. San sang ruc ro. Quan tir voi toi, co quat
bay.*

* Pady la bai tho Pinh ligu thugc Tiéu nhé trong Kinh Thi. Pinh liéu nghia la dén duéc dwoc
thap o san dé soi sang cho moi nguoi lam le.

Nghe n6i ddy 1a tho miéu ta canh Thién tir triéu kién chu hau vao sang
som duéi thoi Chu Tuyén vuong, song néu dit vao tinh canh hom nay thi
lai c¢6 nét thi vi rat riéng. Lac nay anh sang trong san di khong thé chi 16
cho ai, ma chi soi sang duoc dudng vé ctia Quan Khoa. “Quy tirc 1a quy*”,
day chinh 14 hanh trinh cudi cung cia Quan Khoa, néu ba nhin lai nhan thé,
s& nhin thdy sdn nha ryc r& 4nh dén nay dau tién - Quy nghi vay, lién cam
thiy nd luc ctia minh va Lo Than khéng hé udng phi. Tuy rang moi nd luc
cudi cung déu chang dé 1am gi.
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* Quy nghia la tré vé, quay ve.

Trong san, hai nguodi gap dugc Bach Chi Thuy.
“Tién sinh van chua ngu sao?”

Quy khong biét nén néi gi, danh khach sao hoi.

“Nghe n61 Vu Lang quan dang diéu tra hung an, néu c6 viéc gi ta giup
duoc, xin hay cho ta bi€t. Ta va nang ay da quen bi€t nhi€éu ndm, bién cd
nay khi€én nguoi ta nhat thot khé ma chap nhan duge.”

“Ta va Lo Than s€ c6 hét stc dé tim ra chan tuong, tién sinh khong can
bdi vay ma ban long.”

“Vay tot ro1. Ta chuan b1 vé day, nguoi 1on tudi ludén chong mét moéi, Vu
Lang quan cling nghi som di thoi.”

Bach Chi Thuy va Quy ¢ hai hudéng nguoc nhau. Sau khi tir bi¢t ong ta,
L6 Than va Quy ciing quay tré vé. Méi di duge muoi may bude, day 1ong
Quy bdng dang 1én mot ndi bat an. P6 khong phai 14 linh cam, nhung lai
lam nang thay khong vui.

Nang quay ngudi nhin vé phia Bach Chi Thuy dang di ngay mot xa,
bong dang 6ng ta da bién mat trong man dém.

Pém nay, Lo Than ngu trong phong Quy, vi mét moi nén hai ngudi déu
mau chong chim vao gidc ngi, ciing khong trd chuyén gi thém. Sau khi
thiép di, Lo Than mo thy canh tuong bi thim ma ban ngay minh nhin thay,
bén 6m chat 1dy Quy. Tang sang hom sau, ngudi nha ho Quan sé& t6 chirc 18
kham liém cho ba Quan Khoa & gian chinh, béi vay Quy dan Tiéu Huu
danh thirc minh va L6 Than sém mot chut dé khong t61 tré. Qua nhiéu nim,
Tiéu Huu da dan luyén thanh thoi quen trdi chua sang da thic day, do do
ludn c6 thé hoan thanh 1oi dan caa cha nhan. C6 18 trong mat nguoi ngoai,
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thuc tai cua nang that bi tham, con nang lai khong mudn chim didm trong
mong mi, nang thich quang thoi gian tinh tdo hon.

Man dém tham tham, may den dan giing kin chéan troi.
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4]

L& kham liém duoc to chuc & gian chinh.

Moi nguoi dat 4o quan ¢ sanh Pong, phia dudi sap 18 ruou thit, duoc phu
kin bang vai dic ché. D6 tang ma nguoi than phai thay sau nghi thirc thi dit
& cau thang phia Pong. Ngoai cira gian trong ¢6 mot chiéc dinh, trong dinh
dun thit heo sfra. Sau d6 Quan Giang Ly va Quan Nha Anh trai hai 16p
chiéu trén nén nha phong trong, chiéu coi phia dudi, chiéu tre phia trén, roi
trai y phuc liém theo thr tw. Quan V6 D4t va Chung Trién Thi doi thi thé
ctia Quan Khoa t6i trén mot bd y phuc da trai san, roi cudn nhitng bo kia lai,
ngoai cung la mdt 16p vai liém mau den. Quan V6 Dat thao mii, cung moi
nguoi nang thi thé vao trong sanh, lai 1dy chin liém che 1én. Cubi clng, ca
nha déu thay d6 tang.

Khi 18 kham liém bat dau, Quy & lai phong khach, khong tham du vao
nghi thirc & gian trong, con Tiéu Huu thi ding bén ngoai voi ngudi hau nha
ho Quan. Piéu ky la 14, Bach Chi Thuay rat than thiét voi Quan Khoa lai
chua ting xuat hién. Trudc va sau nghi thirc, Quan V6 Dat déu phai ngudi
hau di goi Bach Chi Thuy, tuy nhién ong ta lai khong co trong phong minh.

Sau d6 c6 nguo1 nhd ra, sang nay tung gdp Bach Chi Thuy, trudc khi troi
sang 6ng ta di di vé phia Nam. Tir hém nui nha ho Quan di vé phia Bic, co
maot con dudng dé xudng nui. Con di vé phia Nam thi chi c6 thé di sau vao
trong nui.

“Cé6 1& Bach tién sinh di hai co thi* rdi.” Quan Vo6 Dat mac tang phuc,
néi: “Toi qua ta tig nhd 6ng 4y boi cho Khoa Nhi mot qué dé quyét dinh
ngay dua tang.”

* Mot loai co lda nho dai lai co tung ké, hoa trang hay do phot, hoi giong nhw hoa cuc, moi goc

ddm ra nhiéu ro. Nguoi xwa thuong dung co nay dé boi.
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Co thi 13 thir pho bién nhat dung dé boi toan, mdi 1an boi phai dung nim
muoi nhanh, béi vay Bach Chi Thity méi phai vao nui hai. C6 diéu day la
loai ¢ thong thuong rat dé kiém, thuc ra chi hai nim muoi nhanh khong
thé 1au nhu vay, khong 18 Bach tién sinh cling gip chuyén chang lanh?

N&i bat an dang 1én trong long Quy khi tir biét Bach Chi Thuy vao tdi
qua, lac nay lai xuat hién.

“Bach tién sinh voi vao nui trude khi troi sang, ching t6 6ng ay von dinh
tham gia vao nghi thirc kham liém. Ta so rang ong dy da gip chuyén khong
may.” Quy bay té suy nghi ciia minh v&1 Quan Vo Dat.

“Lo Than, con dan dudng cho Vu Lang quan di.”

Quan Vo6 Dat ra Iénh. Lo Than duong nhién nghe theo.

“Ta cling mudn di ciing.” Chung Trién Thi dé nghi, “Néu thyc sy xdy ra
chuyén gi, e 1a hai c6 bé khong thé ing pho duge.”

“Vay 14 tot nhat, ta ciing nghi néu chi c6 minh va Lo Than di thi c6 thé
1am 1§ viéc. Rat xin 16, huynh vira trai qua chuyén bat hanh nhu vay...”

“Ta d3 ting hoc tho v6i Bach tién sinh, 'Thay ciing nhu cha', sao ta c6
thé 1am ngo vao nhimng lic thé nay? Nhung ta ciing khong hiéu rd dia hinh
& day, xin Lo Than hdy dan duong.”

Thé 1a Quy dan Tiéu Huu gitp nguoi hau nha ho Quan don dep, con
nang thi cing Lo Than va Chung Trién Thi di vé phia Nam.

Cuo1 xuan la mot thoi ky nguy hi€ém, trong nti toan 1a thu dit va sau ddc.

Ciing may hom ay thoi tiét khong t6t, may den u 4m, chim mudng biét sip
c6 mua 16n, déu an nip khong xuat hién. Quy nghe noi bao den & Nam son
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co thé bay ngay lién khong xuong nii ki€ém an néu thoi tiét &m u c6 mua.
Béi vay nang ludn cho rang 1én nui vao ngay mua s€ an toan hon mgt chut.

Lo Than lai khong nghi nhu vy, nang biét nuéc mua co thé tich trir lai
thanh nhitng con 1i quét bat ngo.

“Hoa ra Bach tién sinh khong chi hi€éu tho ma con biét ca vé boi toan.”
L6 Than noéi, “Ta ctt tudng chi c6 cac kinh su* nghién ctru Chu Dich mbi
hiéu boi toan.”

* Chi dao s7 truyén gido hodc cdc giang siw truyén thu kinh th.

“Ngii kinh von di lién hé voi nhau, bat ky ai mudn nghién ctru mdt bo
kinh thi déu phai doc hét cac bg kinh con lai. Tong su Thi hoc Han Anh da
qua cd tung nghién cuu sau v€ 'Dich', con dé lai mét bd Han thi Dich
truyén. Puong nhién dé chi 1a hoc thuyét ctia phai 'Tho Han', ma Bach tién

sinh lai hoc 'Tho Té'. 'Tho Té' cling c6 mdt phuong phap béi toan dic biét,
c6 thé khai quat thanh 'Ngii Té Lyc Tinh'.”

Ctr nhic dén nhing van dé vé Kinh hoc* 1a Quy lai tré nén hung phan.

* Chi hoc van kinh dién ciia nha Nho.

“Khéng ngd Vu Lang quan lai biét hoc thuyét nay,” Chung Trién Thi
ngac nhién néi: “Ta nghe Bach tién sinh bao rang, phuong phap boi toan
nay khong duogc luu truyén rong rai trong hoc phai cta ho, boi vy chinh

ong ay cling khong may rd rang nguyén 1y trong do.”

“Thuc ra c6 mot chuyén ta van giéu khong noi1 cho Bach tién sinh, ta
cling timg hoc 'Thi' véi Ha Hau tién sinh, tuy chua thé tot nghiép...”

“Ngii Té Lyc Tinh' 1a gi?”
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L6 Than khong biét “Ha Hau tién sinh” trong 16i cua Quy 1a ai, ciing
khong biét bai 6ng 4y 1am thay nghia 1 thé ndo, bén chuyén dé tai vé chu
dé béi toan ma nang kha quan tim.

“Giai thich thi ciing phirc tap day. 'Ngii Té' 1a chi nim trong s6 muoi hai
Dia Chi: Mao, Dau, Ngo, Tuét, Hoi. Nhitng nam c6 Pia Chi nay la nhiing
nim 'Am Duong giao hoa', luc ndy c6 thé s& xay ra sy roi loan vé mit chinh
tri. Hon nita '"Nam Méo Dau bién dong, nam Ngo Hoi thay ddi'. Téi nhirng
nam co6 Pia Chi 1a Ngo, Ho1i, vi du ndm Tan Hoi thi phai cuc ky can than, vi
khi d6 c6 thé s& xay ra su thay d6i vé triéu dai.”

“Vay 'Luc Tinh' thi sao?”

“Ngii Té' lién quan dén nam, con 'Luc Tinh' lién quan kha 16n dén ngay
thang cu thé. 'Luc Tinh' 14 chi tinh cam tuong ung véi sau phuong vi Bic,
Dong, Nam, Tay, trén, dudi. Sdu phuong déng thot lai twong g vo1 muoi
hai quy tic...”

“Théi théi, Tiéu Quy khong can néi nita. Hoc thuyét nay qua phuc tap,
vuot ra khoi nang luc phan tich cta ta roi.”

“Phuwong phéap ndy c6 yéu cau qua cao v4i nguoi boi toan, chi kinh su
uyén bac méi ¢ thé hiéu duge. Hudng chi nd néi vé chuyén qudc gia dai
su, duong nhién ngudi biét cang it cang tot. Ma ciing phai noi, du dan
thuong hodc phu nit ¢ biét lic ndo s& xay ra bién ¢b 16n vé chinh tri thi
cling dau lam duoc chi? Boi vAy méi néi phuong phap béi toan 'Tho T&
dinh sin chi phuc vu cho nguoi dang cAm quyén ma thoi, véi chung ta ma
no6i thi chang c6 gia tri thuc té gi. Néu L6 Than mudn hoc boi thi ctr ra cho
tim thdy phap mua mot cudn Nhdt Thi duoc viét phu hop véi dat So, day
mdi 13 phuwong phap hiéu qua va mau chong nhat.”

Tiéu Quy ciing that 13, giita noi ndi tham rimg gia, ta biét tim dau ra thay
phép bay gid - Lo Than tham o4an nhung ciing khong néi ra.
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“Cé diéu ta nghi boi toan gi do, co thé han ché thi nén hét sttc han ché.
'B6i toan dé giai quyét nghi hoic', chimg to nguoi thiéu kha ning quyét
doan thi méi can dén boi toan. Tuy ta khé tinh thong vé cac phuong phéap
boi1 toan Ngti Hanh, Phong Thuy, Kién Trur, Tung Than, Lich, Thién Nhat,
Thai Nhét, lai tirng hoc Thé Phap ctua Chu Dich, nhung rat it khi boi toan.
Vi chuyén ta da quyét thi di may man hay xui xéo, ta van sé lam, hon nita
khi nao bat dau, khi nao két thuc déu dugc quyét dinh boi tAm trang cua
chinh ta. Thé nén véi ta ma néi thi cac phwong phap béi toan déu chang co
y nghia gi hét.”

“Vay tai sao Ti€u Quy con mudn hoc chung?”

“Hoc dé giup nhitng ngudi ludn do du khong quyét dinh dugc. Ta khong
thé budc nguoi khac tin tudéng dé nghi cia ta, nhung c6 thé dung boi toan dé
thuyét phuc ho.”

“Thuec ra Tiéu Quy khong hé tin ding khéng?”

“Khéng gi dang tin hon phan doan cta chinh minh. Ta chi can khién
ngudi khéc tin tudng vao ban linh cta ta thi moi cach boi toan déu co thé
phat huy tac dung vao nhiing lic thé nay.”

“Khéng biét Tiéu Quy co thé gitr vitng su ty tin thai qua ndy t6i khi nao,
ta lai hy vong nguoi c6 thé sém nhan ra minh chang 1a gi ca. Du so véi
nguoi, ta con kém coi1 hon nhiéu, nhung ta da tién doan dugc, mdt ngay nao
d6 Tiéu Quy s& nga rat thé tham...”

“Nhic tdi 'nga rat thé tham', ta lai vira nhan ra, nha Lo Than 1o rang &
hém nui, nhung ching ta méi di chua dugc bao 1au da nhin thay khe nui sau

tham tham, rot cudc la thé nao?”

“Thuc ra khe ntii hay hém nti déu chi la cach noé1 tuong do61 ma thoi.”
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“Nguoi xem kia, dang kia c6 mot bai co thi, chac chan du dé Bach tién
sinh boi toan. Ta nghi han 1a 6ng ay s€ khong di xa hon nita. Thé nén ta
dang nghi, liéu c6 phai 6ng ay da roi xudng khe nui ro1 khong.”

“Lo Than, c6 161 nao dé di vong xubng khe nai khong?”
Chung Trién Thi hoi. Quy thi lai téi bén vach ndii dé quan sat.
“C6 thi cling c6, nhung phai ton chat thoi gian.”

“Cac nguoi mau to1 ddy xem nay!” Quy chi vao mot khoanh dat bén
vach nui, kéu 1én, “Chd nay co phai 1a...”

L6 Than va Chung Trién Thi voi va lai gan, chi thay trén mat dat mau
nau sam c6 mot dau vét dam mau hon, dudng nhu do c6 nguoi dung giay di
nhiéu lan trén mat dat ma thanh.

“Phai roi, Bach tién sinh qua thuc c6 thoi quen nay, khi néi chuyén voi
ngudi khac s& vo thirc di chan trén mat dat.” Chung Trién Thi noi, “Nhung
& noi thé nay, 18 ra 6ng ay khong thé gip duoc ai méi ding chi?”

“Chua chic, c6 thé sang nay da c6 nguoi di theo sau ong dy.” Quy lo
lang noi, “Swong mu & dudi khe nti qua day, khong thé nhin thiy gi ca. Dé
phong ngira ngd nhd, chung ta van nén xudng dudi xem thi. Lo Than,
nguoi hiy dan dudng.”

“Phai xubng that a?”

L6 Than miéng n6i nhu vay, nhung chan da cit budc. Quy va Chung
Trién Thi theo sat dang sau.
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Con duong xudng khe nuai chi vira mét nguoi di, di sang phai mot budce
la vach nui cheo leo, di sang trai mot budc 1a vuc sau tham tham. Ba nguoi
nam lay day leo budng xudng tir ngon nii, can than budce di.

Thinh thoang Quy lai ngang dau nhin 1én bau troi di bi vach nai chan
ngang.

Bay gio néu c6 mot tang da 16n lan tir trén xudng, e rang nang dang di &
gilta hai nguoi kia s& khong thé tranh dugc.

Néu Bach tién sinh thuc su roi vao khe ni, ching ta nén lam sao dé dua
ong ay vé noi ¢ cua gia toc ho Quan? Nghi t6i day, Quy cang thiy phién
mudn, thé 13 nang suyt nita thi trugt chan. Nang tha rang chuyén di xa nay
ra vé tay trang, tha rang Bach tién sinh chi bi lac duong trong nui. Thé
nhung linh cam chang lanh van bao phi 1én trai tim nang nhu nhiing bong
may den.

Lo Than lai mgt long cau nguyén mong troi dirng mua, nang biét vao
nhimng luc thé ndy nudc mua co nghia 14 gi. T6i khi ay, dit chan 1én d4 nii
rat kho khin, ddy leo ma bon ho nim trong tay lic nay ciing s& trd nén tron
truot, khong thé ndm chic.

Trén duong di, L6 Than di ddu yéu cau nghi ngoi, hai nguoi con lai cling
dong y. Thuc té thi khong phai than thé ho mét moi ma 1a than kinh cing
thang qua lao lyc. Ba ngudi ctr lang ling d6i mit voi vuc siu trude mat,
vach nui sau lung. Tiéng thé cua Lo Than da tré nén nang né ma tram duc,
tor khi Quan Ky Y qua doi, nang chua tung di vao trong nli xa nhu vay.
Nang tham tinh quang duong di trong dau. TUr trén nui xudng day khe di vé
udc chimg tam diam, néu di cham thi c6 thé mat nira ngdy. So rang bon ho
khong thé tré vé trudc bira trua.

Sau khi théy mot con qua den ddo quanh trong khe nui, bon ho tiép tuc
budc di. Téc do cham hon trude nhidu, dudng nui cling ngdy cang hiém trd.
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Cudi cung khi xudng t6i day khe, L6 Than di mét téi muc ngd vao nguoi
Quy, Quy giao nang cho Chung Trién Thi, con nang thi chay téi noi Bach
Chi Thay c6 thé roi xudng.

Thé 16i, nang nhin thay Bach Chi Thity chi con 1a mot thi thé.

Nghe thiy tiéng kéu ctia Quy, Lo Than va Chung Trién Thi voi chay t6i
chd nang.

Chi thay Bach Chi Thay niam trén dat, & bén canh dau c6 mot it mau.
Tuy khéng chay nhiéu mau nhung so rang noi tang di nat bay. Quy budc toi
kiém tra mach dap cua 6ng ta - khong co, bén lic dau véi Chung Trién Thi
va Lo Than. Chung Trién Thi ngd nhao vao thi thé cua Bach Chi Thuy, ling
im khong néi, cling khong roi 1¢, 1at sau, han thir nang thi thé Bach Chi
Thuy lén.

Pung ltc iy, bon ho cing nhin thiy chit mau von bi tay phai ctia Bach
Chi Thity che khuat. D6 han 1a tin tic cudi ciing ma 6ng dé lai cho nhiing
nguoi con song.

“T kham...”

Quy doc chir mau trén mat dat.

L6 Théan nhd lai téi hom trude cling timg nhin thay hai chit ndy & phong
Giang Ly, hon nira d6 rat c6 thé 1a thu hoi Am ma Giang Ly viét cho Chung
Trién Thi. Nhung vi di hira voi Giang Ly nén Lo Than ciing khong hoi
Chung Trién Thi vé chuyén nay. Truc gidc cta nang cho rang hai chuyén

nay han 1a khong lién quan dén nhau.

Thé nhung, su thuc lai ding 1a nhu vay - Lo Than phién mudn, sdt rudt
dua mét nhin Quy. Quy hiéu ¥, bén budc tdi bén nang.
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“Nguoi ciing luu tAm toi thé tre hom trude chung ta nhin thdy dung
khong.” Quy thi tham vao tai L6 Than, “Khi tré lai chuing ta nén tim co hoi
hoi Giang Ly ty ty thi tot hon.”

L6 Than gt dau, to y tan thanh.

“That xin 15i, bay gio nguoi c6 thé dua thi thé ctia Bach tién sinh vé nha
ho Quan ciing chi c6 huynh.”

Quy ndi voi Chung Trién Thi, rdi cli nguoi gitp han nang thi thé day. Lo
Than ciing t&i gitup, nho su gitp sttc cua hai thiéu nit, cudi cing Chung
Trién Thi cling c¢dng dugc Bach Chi Thily 1én vai.

Pung luc ay, tro1 d6 mua.

Liéu ching ta c6 vé duoc khong? Lo Than nghi vy, cat budc di. Nang
ngang dau nhin 1én, chi thay vach nui cheo leo. Pay 1a ching dudng nguy
hiém nhat nang di tir lic sinh ra téi gid. Chung Trién Thi ciling khong tin
tuéng vao thé luc cia minh, han khong biét minh c¢6 thé cdng thi thé vé toi
noi hay khong.

Con Quy thi dang nghi vé ¥ nghia cta hai chit “Tir kham”, nang so rang

Bach Chi Thay khong phai ngudi bi hai cudi cing, hung an van sé tiép tuc
Xay ra.
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Cudi cung khi ba ngudi vé tdi nha, chiang nhitng bé 1§ bita trra ma ciing
khong con sttc dé an com. Sau khi giao thi thé ciia Bach Chi Thuy cho
Quan V6 Dat, Chung Trién Thi ngd guc vi qua mét moéi. Phu nhan cta Quan
Vo6 Dat, Biéu thi bao Quy va Lo Than quay vé thay y phuc da uwét dim, nghi
ngoi cho tbt, con néi ba s& cham séc Chung Trién Thi bi ngat xiu.

Khi 4y Nha Anh da dan Chung Hoi Vii roi khoi gian chinh, di t6i phong
minh. Giang Ly thi khong cing cac nang tré vé ma cb y & lai cho ba nguoi
quay Vvé.

Khi thdy bon ho, Giang Ly mung phat khoc, r6i lai bat khoc nic no vi
cai chét cua Bach Chi Thuy:.

Luc trude Tiéu Huu ¢ khu bép, dung trudc cira ngdng ra san chd chu
nhan vé. Thay ba ngudi di qua, nang chay ra khoi bép, dung trong mua,
khong lai gan Quy, ciing khong ndi mot 10i. Quy nghe thay tiéng budc chan
quen thudc, bén quay dau nhin vé phia nang, hd hiing liéc nang mot thoang
roi di vao gian chinh. Tiéu Huu biét 14t sau chac chan chil nhan sé vé phong
thay y phuc, bdi vay trude khi Quy va Lo Than rot1 khoi gian chinh, nang
dimg yén ¢ d6 cho doi.

Du6i su khuyén bao cta Diéu thi, cubi cing Quy va Lo Than ciing quay
vé phong. Tiéu Huu lang ling di theo chi nhan. Giang Ly van ¢ lai gian
chinh, cting Piéu thi trong nom Chung Trién Thi.

“Co thé song sot tro ve la tot 1am r61.” Lo Than cam khai gitra man mua.

“Pling, dung 1a thé day.” Quy dwa mat nhin Tiéu Huu, buc bdi néi: “Em
rat mong ta chét di dtng khong?”
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“Sao thé duoc...”

“Chu nhan ¢ ngoai 1én nii dam mua, song chét khong rd, con em thi
thoai mai tranh trong phong hong chuyén.”

“Xin 101, xin 101...”

Quy d3 gan nhu kiét strc, nhung van dung hét strc luc con lai dé vung tay
1én. Mu ban tay nang danh vao mat Tiéu Huu, khién Tiéu Huu ngi lin ra
dat. Chiéc 4o mong cua Tiéu Huu chim vao bun, d4 vun cua qua 16p vai,
dam vao than thé nang. Nang khong dimg ddy ngay ma nim im trén dat
bun, nhu dang dg1 ménh 1€nh ctia chu nhan.

“DPung lén!”
Cudi cung, Quy 1én tiéng ra 1énh, Tiéu Huu lap tirc 1lam theo.

Lan nay Quy nam lay toc Tiéu Huu, quing nang ra xa hai thudc. Ca
ngudi Tiéu Huu lai bd nhao trén dat, lang lang chd doi ménh 1énh tiép theo
ctia cht nhan. Nhung Quy khong néi gi nita ma cham cham budc téi bén
nguoi Tiéu Huu.

Pung ltc Tiéu Huu quay miat sang mudn nhin cha nhan thi Quy nhic
chén, dap chiéc gudc gd dinh day bun dat 1én dau Tiéu Huu. Pau tién nang
dung miii chan di gan huyét Thai Duong cua Tiéu Huu, sau d6 dap ca ban
chan xudng, gudc gd che khuat tai cua Tiéu Huu.

L6 Than giit Quy lai, ¢6 gang kéo Quy ra khoi nguoi Tiéu Huu, nhung
di sao nang ciing khong khoe biang Quy. Sau mot phen cb ging, ning
budng tay, budc t6i trudec mit Quy, dung hét strc binh sinh ma ddm vao ma

Quy. Quy lui vé sau may budc, gian dit nhin Lo Than.

“Vu Lang Quy, ta khong ngd nguoi lai 13 nguoi tan nhin nhu thé.”
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Quy mac k¢ nang, trai lai con quay nguoi bat dau trach mang Tiéu Huu.

“Tiéu Huu, xem ra 'L Than ty ty' cia em rat thich em do, vay thi tdt roi,
ta ting em cho nang 4y la duoc. Sau nay ching ta khong con 1a chi té nira,
em chi can phung su 'Lo Than ty ty' ciia minh cho t6t 1a dugc. Hoac 1a néu
em thay van chua du thi c6 thé muon co hdi nay dé giét chét ta. Gio da co
hai nguot b1 sat hai, néu ta chét thi moi nguoi déu s& coi ta nhu nan nhan
thr ba ctia vy an giét ngudi lién hoan nay, von s& khong nghi ngd em. Trudce
day ta rat tan nhin v4i em, khong, t6i gid ta vin dang nguoc dai em, nhat
dinh 12 em di oan han, bit min vdi ta tir 1au, hay 1a nhan co hdi nay tra thu
ta di. Chi can giét ta 1a em s& dugc tw do mai mai, thé chang phai rat tot hay
sao?”

“Lam sao em c6 thé oan han ngai day?” Nguoi Tiéu Huu dinh day bun,
nang gao khoc, “Em di dang ting ca doi ndy cho ngai, chdi bo ngai ciing
chinh 1a chéi bo chinh em. Néu khong c6 ngai, cudc doi em s& tdm toi nhu
man dém, séng ¢ mot noi, lam cung mot viéc hét ngay nay dén ngay khac,
t6i chét cling khong co gi thay doi - D6 vén khong phai cude sdng ctia mot
con nguoi, ma giéng nhu mot vat dung, mot cong cu. Sau khi gap ngai, theo
ngai di khip noi, hoc tap nhiéu thtr dudi yéu cau cua ngai, nghe ngai giang
giai du loai tri thire, tor d6 em mo1 bién thanh mot con nguoi, du rat bi tham,
thiéu tu do nhung ciing di thoai mai hon nhimng thang ngay lam cong cu kia
rat nhiéu r6i! Ong Troi rat tan nhin véi con ngudi, nim nao cling trat tai
wong xudng tran gian, nhung con ngudi van ton sing trdi cao, chua bao gio
nging viée thd cung té 18. Tai sao lai nhu thé? Boi vi 6ng Troi di tao ra con
ngudi, ong Troi co quyén chi phdi, xir tri véi nhitng th ma minh tao ra. Vi
gap duoc tiéu thu em mdi c6 co hoi lam nguoi, vay nén tiéu thu chinh 1a
nguoi di tao ra em, khong, voi em thi tiéu thu 13 than linh. Boi vay du ngai
d6i xtr v6i em thé ndo ching nira thi em ciing sé phuc tung. Ticéu thu mudn
em chét, em s& chét truéc mat ngai ngay lap tire. Khi ngai mubn danh em,
em s€ dua roi cho ngai. Boi vi ngai da tao ra em...”
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“Puoc ro1.”

Quy day Lo Than ra, nhao vé phia Tiéu Huu, quay Tiéu Huu vé phia
minh rdi tat nang that nhicu cai. Con Tiéu Huu thi van do din mé to mat.

“Ai di day cho em cai ta thuyét di doan nay thé ha? L& nao cha me sinh
ra con cai, cling c6 thé ty y cudp doat hanh phuc cua con céi, thim chi
nguoc dai, sat hai chung hay sao? L& nao quan chu vo dao thich tan sat,
than tir cling phai nghén c6 chd chét hay sao? Sao em c6 thé thoai mai chap
nhan moi bat cong, ta khong tdt voi em, tai sao em lai khong hé o4an han?”

“Néu tiéu thuy mudn em néi nhitng 101 nay 1a bat cong, khong hop tinh
hop ly, em cling s€ tra 101 theo cdch ma ngai thich.”

“Cai dang vé nay cua em vbn chua phai 1a ngudi!” Quy nam lay vat 4o
do ban cua Tiéu Huu, gian dit no1, “Ta cuc ky héi han vi da khong dan em
vao con duong , khong day dd em rbt cudc bon phan lam nguoi la thé nao.
Déng vé hién gio cia em khong khac gi mot cong cu ca. Co 1€ em s€ khong
bao gio thanh nguoi duge dau...”

Trong thoang chéc, dudng nhu Lo Than da hiéu ra, nhiing ctr chi dua
gidn cot nha cta Quy dbi véi minh thuc ra khong bat ngudn tir tinh hiru
nghi, ma chi bat ngudn tir su tin nhin va cay doc trong tinh cach cua nang
thoi. Hoa ra tat ca déu 1a tai minh - mot Quan Lo Théan ludn dung thién y dé
suy doan vé nguoi khic - da suy doan sai, chi 1a cach hiéu cua mot minh
minh ma thoi. Cudi cing ban than ciing khong thé thuc sy két ban cung ai,
qua khtr 3 nhu vay, so rang tuvong lai cling 13 nhu thé.

Nghi vay, trong 1ong nang bong nay sinh sy cim han véi Quy.

Thay vi n61 Quy phan bdi minh, chi bang n6i1 hién thuc trai nguoc voi
mong muon cua L Than.
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Vi song trong ¢ doc qua 1au, su ky vong cua Lo Than véi Quy di ting
dén v6 han, ma luc nay mot khi tan vo, tat ca déu bién thanh su thu dich.
Than mat va y lai hoa thanh cam ghét, chi 1a chuyén trong chép mat, Lo
Than dan nhan ra, ban than dang danh mat 1y tri.

“Vu Lang Quy.” Lo Than lanh lung noi sau lung nang, “Theo ta thay thi
ké khong bao gio thanh ngud1 duge phai 1a nguoi méi dang. Nguoi chi 1a
loai cam tha biét chit ma thoi. Nguoi von khong hiéu duge tinh cam cua
con nguoi, khong hiéu duoc ndi dau cua nguoi khac. Sy hiéu biét cua nguoi
vé 'dau’ chi dung lai trén mit chit, nguoi biét cac kiéu thu phap dé viét chir
'dau’, ciing biét cach dung ctia né trong sach ¢6, nhung nguoi khong bao gio
hiéu duoc ham nghia cta tir nay. Nhitng tir ngit lién quan dén con nguoi,
nguoi ciing déu khéng hiéu duge. Nguoi chi ¢ thé phan tich mat chir, chi
c6 thé trich ra nhiing lap luan trong sach dé giai thich chiing, nhung khong
thé thay dugc chung trong con nguoi nguoi. Vi du hoi nguoi 'long trac an'
1a gi, nguoi co thé giang giai ba ngay ba dém, nhung nguoi khong thé noi ra
mot ciu tu trong cdm nhén ctua chinh minh, bdi vi nguoi von khong c¢6 trai
tim. Nguoi chi dung van chuong cta ngudi xua, nhic lai 10i nguoi khac,
séng trong thé gio1 thiéu thon va am dam, nguoi khong khac gi loai vet, loai
tinh tinh. Nguoi nhé du loai hoc thuyét, nhung nhiing hoc thuyét nay chang
c6 tac dung gi voi nguoi ca. Diéu nay ciing qua binh thudng, boi vi nhiing
hoc thuyét 4y déu dé con ngudi hoc tap, con nguoi vén khong co tu cach
thie hién chung! Trudc ddy ta dd nhin 1am nguoi, bay gid ta di thay r13...”

L6 Théan con chua dat 101, Quy da budng hai tay, dung ddy rdi mot minh
di vé phong 6.

“Tiéu Huu, ky thuc ta ludn tim mot co hdi dé em roi khoi ta. Ta nhén ra,
ban than qua v lai vao em, em ciing qua y lai vao ta. Ctr tiép tuc nhu vay thi
rat khong 6n. Ta nhat dinh phai song hét mot doi trong c6 ddc, nhung ta
mong em c6 thé 1am mot ngudi binh thudng. Vay nén c6 18 hom nay chinh
1a mot co hoi tot, ching ta giai trir khé wdc, sau nay em khong phai ngudi
hau cua ta nita. Em c6 thé lya chon tuong lai cia minh, nhung khong con
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muc 'Tiép tuc di theo Vu Lang Quy'. Khong con nira. Ta sé& chia cho em mot
it tién bac, quan 4o, d6 1a nhitng thtr em dang duoc huéng. May nim nay
em d4 rat c6 gang, ma ta ciing hoi qua dang. Ta hy vong sau nay khong gip
lai em nita, mong em c6 thé sdng hanh phic & mot noi ma ta khong thay
dugc. Lo Than la nguoi tdt, chuyén tuong lai em c6 thé ban bac véi nang,
chiac chin nang s& khong hai em. Nhung du sao nang ciing qua ngdc
nghéch, nghe 10i nang chua han da t6t.” Quy quay lung lai véi hai nguoi,
n6i, “Ta s& mau chong roi khoi day. Ta biét cudi ngua, cling biét danh xe,
du ¢6 lac duong thi chi can di loanh quanh rdi cling s& tim dugc 16i di, boi
vay cac nguoi khong can lo cho ta. Vinh biét, Lo Than.”

The r61 bong dang Quy bién mat khoi tam mat cua hai nguoi.
L6 Than d6 Ti€u Huu day, an a1 nang. Tiéu Huu lai cuo1 kho, lac dau.

“Lam sao bay gio, Lo Than ty ty, hinh nhu em da bi chu nhan vt bo

N
AL

roi.
“Trudc day cling ting c6 chuyén nhu vay u?”

“Em thudng xuyén bi phat, nhung ddy 1 l1an dau tién tiéu thu bao khong
can em nita. Khong biét liéu c6 duoc tha thir hay khong...”

“Tiéu Huu khong lam sai gi cd, khong can cau xin sy 'tha tha' tur loai
nguoi nhu vay!”

“Lo Than ty ty khong hiéu dau.” Tiéu Huu noi, “Xin 13i, vi em da pha
hong tinh ban cta ngai va tiéu thu.”

“Gitra ta va nang von khong nén c6 cai goi la tinh ban. Nao, t&i1 phong ta

ngéi chat di, tién thé thay mot bd y phuc khac. Tuy ta khong biét y phuc cua
ta c6 vira vo1 nguotl em khong.”
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“Théi thdi, em c6 téi noi can tdi, cling co viéc can lam. Lo Théan ty ty,
tam biét.”

Dt 101, Tiéu Huu bén chay vé phia phong & ctia Quy.

“Tiéu Huu...”

L6 Than goi vai tiéng nhung khong thay Tiéu Huu quay dau lai. Bay gio,
Lo Than von chéng con ste lyc ddu ma dudi theo Tiéu Huu. Cudi cung
nang danh quay vé phong mot minh.

Khi di qua gian chinh, Diéu thi goi nang lai, héi sao y phuc cua nang lai
JAm bun nhu vay. Lo Than tii than nhao vao long mau than, khoc nic nd
mot luc. Khoc xong nang lai nghi ma kinh hai, sg phu than théy dang vé

nay cuia minh, bén héi 6ng dang ¢ dau.

“Phu than con di thu xép di vat ctia Bach tién sinh. Ong 4y ndéi mong
rang c6 thé phat hién ra manh mdi gi d6.”

Tiép d6, Lo Than lai hoi vé tinh hinh ctia Chung Trién Thi.

“Trién Thi da tinh lai r0i, nhung chan trai bi thuong, bay gio di lai khong
tién. Giang Ly ndi t6i qua Hoi Vil bao rang Chung phu nhan mang mot it
thudc tir Trudng An t6i, cit trong mot cai hom son mai. Khi ndy Giang Ly

noi di lay thuodc, chac cling sap ve roi.”

“C6 va Bach tién sinh déu chét oan, Giang Ly ty nén can than mot chat
moi dugc, di mot minh thi nguy hiém 1am. Pé con di d6n ty éy ve.”

“Nhung mdt minh con di thi cling nguy hiém day.”
“Khong sao, con s€ khong sao dau.”

L6 Than noi 161 dung day di ra cua.
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Ngudi nhu ta, chét r6i ciing chang sao hét - Bay gio trong 1ong Lo Than
chtra day suy nghi chdn nan. Nang nhin sin nha trong man mua, nhé toi
tinh canh cung Quy thiap dudc t6i qua, khong khoi U rii. Nhung canh tuong
xay ra sau d6 da ngan cho dong hoi tuong ctia nang trdi vé mién xa trong ky
trc, ddy nang vao ndi kinh hoang va tuyét vong khing khiép hon.

Cuo1 tam mat cua Lo Than, Quan Giang Ly 6m mot cai hom di vé phia
nay, hai nguoi cach nhau khoang mdt tram budc.

Khoanh khic sau d6, Giang Ly ng xudng.

Phia sau nang ching nim muoi budc c¢6 mot ring cdy. Khoang trong
gilta rimg cdy va Giang Ly khong c6 gi ca, ciing khong thay bong dang cia
bat ky ai.

Vi cach qua xa nén Lo Than khong thay rd rot cudc da xay ra chuyén gi.
Nang chay vé phia Giang Ly, lai nghe thdy Giang Ly kéu 1én “Pung t6i
day.”

Sau mot thoang do du, cudi cung Lo Than van cat budc vé phia trudc,
bang qua mit dat nho nhép bun 1ay, chay vé phia Giang Ly dang trong con
kinh hoang.

Khi chi cach Giang Ly ching ba muoi bude, Lo Than nghe thay tiéng
kéu that thanh ciia Giang Ly, sau d6, nang nam yén khong hé nhiic nhich.

Nudc mua roi trén nguoi nang, roi ban xuong dat.
Bay gio cudi cung Lo Than cling thay rd, c6 hai muoi tén cam trén nguoi

Giang Ly, mot mii ban trang lung, con mot miii ban trang chan. Trén
khoanh dat phia sau nang, con ¢ ba miii tén khong trang cam & do.

https://thuviensach.vn



L6 Than ngd nhao bén nguoi Giang Ly, nam chit 1ay tay nang, khan
giong goi tén ty ty.

Tén nha ho Quan déu c6 dau miii bang dong khia bon canh, sau khi ban
trang muc tiéu, dau mii tén s& khong cim hoan toan vao vét thuong, ma
mau s& chay ra theo ranh. Vay nén du khong rut tén ra thi van sé& tao thanh
vét thuong tri mang.

Giang Ly tu biét minh khé ma séng duoc, bén khé thé dai rdi ndm chat
liy tay Lo Than.

“Qua nhién van khéng thé tron thoat... Khi ¢6 ta thé ty di nghi lidu c6
dén luot ty hay khong... L6 Than, xin hay gitp ty bao vé Trién Thi va Hoi
Vil... Co 18 tiép theo...”

“Giang Ly ty dung noi nira, ty s€ dugc ctru thoi.”
Lo Than cb vii Giang Ly v6i vé khong may tu tin.

“Khéng, ty biét minh khong séng duoc nita... Xin hiy nghiém tic nghe
ty néi, 18 té 1an nay khong gidng trudc kia... Bai vy co6 moi bi giét... Vi ty
da hura voi co... nén...”

Sau do6 1a mot trang ho khan, mau tuoi tudn ra tr mi¢ng Giang Ly, nang
khong néi dugc nita, hoi théd cling da ngung.

Thé r6i, Piéu thi, Chung Trién Thi va ngudi hau nha ho Quan nghe thay
tiéng kéu ctia Lo Than ma chay tdi, cung chuyén thi thé cia Giang Ly vao
trong phong. Con Lo Than thi bat chép sy ngan can cua mau than, chay vao
rimg ciy noi c¢6 18 hung tht dang an nau.

Binh thuong moi ngudi rat it di vao khu ring nay. Trong rimg, ré ciy

thuong trdi 1én mit dat, ngudi di qua s& khong luu lai dau chan, boi vay
khong thé 1an theo tung tich ctia hung thii. Lo Thén lai vo tinh phét hién ra
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hung khi, 1a mot chiéc nd bi vt trén dat, bén canh con rai rac sdu, bay miii
tén. Nang nhan ra day la mot trong mudi bon chi€éc n6 ma gia toc cat gilt
trong kho, bén nhat n6 1€n r61 mang vé gian chinh.

Khi Lo Than quay vé phong thi Diéu thi di phai ba nguoi hau chia nhau
di goi Quan V6 Dat, Vu Lang Quy, Quan Nha Anh va Chung Hoi Vii. Lo
Than goi ngudi hau con lai cung téi nha kho sau gian chinh dé xem xét. Két
qua 1a bay chiéc né van & chd cii. Vi vay co thé suy ra, chiéc no hung khi
nay duoc 1ay tir nha kho noi Quan Khoa tir vong.

Tai sao phai giét Giang Ly ty?

Tai sao khi hap hdi Giang Ly ty lai n6i nhu thé?

Tai sao ty 4y lai cho rang muyc tiéu tiép theo 1a Trién Thi va Hoi Vii?

R6t cude hung thu 13 ai?

L6 Than ra khoi nha kho, mét 1an nita t6i gan khoanh san noi Giang Ly
tr vong. Nang dung trong mua, chim chu nhin rimg cay kia rat lau. Vét
mau trén mat dat di bi nuéc mua rira troi, chi con lai méy miii tén khong
ban tring muc tiéu lac dac cam trong bun dat.

Sau d6, Quan Vo6 Dat, Vu Lang Quy, Quan Nha Anh, Chung H6i Vi déu
quay lai gian chinh. Nha Anh nhin thay thi thé Giang Ly thi ngét xiu, Chung
Hoi Vil ngoi dudi dat, dé Nhd Anh gbi 1én dau gbi cia minh. Quy cling ngodi
x6m xuéng, nét mat u am, cham chu nhin nguoi chét. Quan Vo6 Dat hoi Lo
Than rdt cudc da xay ra chuyén gi, Ly Than ben ké lai toan bd su viéc, ké
ca di ngdn ctia Giang Ly. Cubi clng, nang chét van Quy:

“Sao Tiéu Huu khong cung t6i?”

“Em 4y van chua quay vé, ta cling khong biét em 4y d3 di ddu. Em Ay o

bén ngoai mot minh, ngd nhd gdp phai hung tha...”
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“C6 khi Tiéu Huu vé phong méi gip phai hung thu ay.”

“Lo Than, y nguoi la sao?”

“Vu Lang Quy, ta héi nguoi, nguoi da sat hai Giang Ly ty dung khong?”
“Tai sao lai nghi ngo ta?”

“Khi d6 nguoi dang ¢ dau?”

L6 Than khong ngimg chat van Quy bang giong diéu 4c nghiét.
“Trong phong.”

“0 cung ai?”

“Mot minh ta, chi c6 mdt minh ta.”

“Ai c6 thé ching minh nguoi v6 t6i?”

“Khong ai ca, nhung ta thuc su vo t1.”

“Pugc 1di, khu rimg kia dan vé phia phong nguoi. Nguoi hoan toan co
thé giét nguoi xong rdi quay vé phong, sau d6 v nhu van & trong phong.”

“Nhitng nguoi khac khong 1am duoc u? Khi ay bon ho dang ¢ nhiing
dau?”

“M3u than va Trién Thi ca déu & ngay day, luc d6 phu than dang & trong
phong Bach tién sinh, Nhd Anh ty va Hoi Vil déu ¢ trong vién ctia Nhd Anh
ty.

29
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“Vay di qua khu rung kia khong t&i duge noi & cua Bach tién sinh va
Nha Anh ty ty u?”

“C6 thé. Nhung ma...”

“Thé sao nguoi lai chi nghi ngd minh ta?” Quy bat dau phan kich, nang
quay sang hoi Chung Ho1 Vii: “Hoi Vii mudi mudi, luc éy mudi dang lam
gi?”

“Mudi u, vi mét nén muoi chop mét mot lac trong phong nga.”

“Con Nhi Anh ty ltc ay dang lam gi?”

“Ty ay dang ¢ gian chinh bén ngoai, nd1 mudn tim mot it tai li¢u lich st
vé tang le.”

“Vay cling khong c6 ai ching minh dugc Nha Anh vo t01.”

“Nguoi dung c6 €p nguoi qua dang.”

“Tuong tu, cling khong c6 ai chiing minh dugc phu than nguoi vo t01.”
“Vu Lang Quy!”

“Noi1 cho cung thi ta va nha ho Quan céc nguoi khong an khéng oan, co
1y do gi ma phai sat hai nguo1 nha cua nguoi?”

Trong luc hai thi€u nit do1 dau cang thang, ngoai ctra truyén tdi1 ti€ng cua
Tiéu Huu:

“Tiéu thu vo t01.”
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Sau d6 moi nguodi thady bong dang Tiéu Huu xuat hién trudc ctra. Nang
mac trén ngudi mdt chiéc 40 mong do ban, hai ma sung do, trén toc cling
dinh cat bun.

“Tiéu Huu, em da di dau vay?”
Lo Than hoi, nhung giong di¢u van rat lanh lung.

“Em ludn ding & trong san trude phong tiéu thu. Em khong dam go cira
nén van chd & d6. Thé nén em co thé chimg minh tiéu thu chua timg roi
khoi phong. Sau d6 thiy co nguoi tdi gin, em so ngudi khac thiy dang vé
nay ciia minh nén méi tranh di, nhung cudi cting van khong yén tdm, em so
moi ngudi s& nghi ngd tiéu thu nha em nén méi Am tham theo t6i day. Qua
nhién em khong 1am... Lo Than ty ty, xin hdy tinh tio mot chut, tiéu thu
khong bao gio lam loai chuyén nay dau.”

“Em hay dé cho moi ngudi coi, nang ta di lam gi em!” Lo Thén chi vao
Tiéu Huu, néi: “Mot ké co thé doi xir tan nhan véi ngudi hau ctia minh nhu
vay, con c¢o chuyén gi ma khong lam dugc chu? Trude day ta bi nhitng 161
1& duong mat ctia nang ta lira d6i, méi khong hé nghi ngod nang ta. Nhung
bay gio ta...”

“Tiéu thu vo t6i, em c6 thé 1am ching.”

“Tiéu Huu, xin 16i em, ta khong thé tin 10i em duogc, vi khi ndy em da
n6i, chi can Vu Lang Quy ra 1énh cho em thi em s& phuc tung vé diéu kién.
Vay nén néu nang ta bat em phai n6i ddi thi chac chian em ciing s& lam.”

Pung luc dy, Quy dting day, vo tay hai lan.

“Puoc roi Lo Than, sao nguoi van chua hiéu nhi?” Quy than tho, “Xin
nguoi hiy nghi vé di ngdén cua Giang Ly, 'Khi ¢6 ta thé, ty da nghi liéu c6

dén luot ty hay khong'. R6t cudc cau noi nay am chi di€u gi? Pung nhin ta
nhu vay, su nghi ngd cua nguoi voi ta von khong cé can cir. Béi vi, theo
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nhu di ngdn cua Giang Ly, ddy hién nhién 13 mot vu giét nguoi lién hoan, ba
nan nhan déu bi sat hai bai cung mdt 1y do. Puong nhién, hung thu cling 1a
mot ngudi. Ma khi Chung phu nhan va Bach tién sinh bi sat hai, ta van &
canh nguoi. Ping, chinh 1a nguoi, ngudi mubn gan toi 1én dau ta nhat, co
thé chimg minh dugc ta vo t6i.”

“DPung c¢6 nguy bién, nguoi chi dang kéo dai thoi gian thoi. Vi vu an cua
cd lam vao ngd cut nén nguoi mdi nghi ra cai Iy do v vi nhu 'giét nguoi
lién hoan' nay.”

“That u, nguoi cho 1a vay that u? Vay thi gio ta c6 thé cho nguoi biét,

hung thu cua ba vy 4n mang nay rot cudc la ai! Va dong co giét nguoi cua
ke doé rot cudc la gi!”
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Chuwong 4

Biét can phai chét chur, Iita 1an chi lau!
Nhan nguoi quan tir chir, nghin doi vé sau:
Cung loai nguoi chung ta chur, hoa la thuong nhau!*

* Trich trong bai tho Civu chwong - Hodi sa, nguwoi ta cho rang ddy la tdc pham Khudt Nguyén

sdng tdc trueée khi tram minh diwedi séng, la tho tuyét ménh cia 6ng. Ban dich ciia Nhwong Tong.
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1]

M4y ngay qua di xay ra ba vu an mang, ngudi chét 1an luot 1a Chung
phu nhan, Bach tién sinh va Quan Giang Ly. Ma theo di ngén cua Quan
Giang Ly thi hién gid huynh mudi Chung thi ciing dang gip nguy hiém. Bai
vay nhat dinh phai mau chong ngin can hung 4n tiép tuc xay ra. Trudc mat
tré ngai 16n nhat trong suy luan chinh 1a vu 4n mang ctia Chung phu nhén.
Boi vi hung thi di bién mat trude mat cia tt ca moi nguoi.

Dua theo vét mau trén co trude cira nha kho thi co thé suy luan duogc thoi
gian xay ra hung an. Khi ta va L6 Than di qua d6 t&i bén sudi, bai cé con
chua c6 vét mau. Khi Quan Giang Ly va Chung Hoi Vii di qua d6 ciing
khong thay co gi bat thuong. Ma ngay khi bon ho di qua, chi c6 mét con
duong dé hung thu thoét than, va con dudng Ay lai dugc Chung Trién Thi
va Quan Nha Anh giam thi - tirc 1a, tur lac d6, hung thu da khong c6 co hdi
ro1 khoi hién truong.

Vay thi chung ta hiy thay d6i 16i tu duy, phai ching trudc khi Quan
Giang Ly va Chung Hoi Vii di qua bii co kia thi hung tha d3 roi di tir 16i
vao hém nui r0i? Noi theo cach khac, hung 4n xay ra sém hon mot chut. Ta
von tudng rang diéu nay 1a khong thé, nhung sau khi nghe Lo Than thuat lai
di ngon ctia Quan Giang Ly, cudi cung ta ciing hiéu ra chan tudng cua su
viéc. Nhung trude khi dua ra 101 giai dap, ta mudn xac nhan mot chuyén voi
Hoi Vi trude.”

“Vu Lang quan mudn héi diéu gi?”
“Ho1 Vi mudi mudi, ta hoi cau nay khong hé oc ac y, bdi vay mong
mudi khong can kiéng ky gi ca. Ky thyc sau khi vu an xdy ra, ta da 10 mo

doan duogc - Ho1 Vi, xin hay thanh that tra 161 ta, mudi khong thé phan biét
dugc mau dé va mau xanh luc ding khong?”
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“Mugi...”

“S¢ di ta nghi t6i diém nay, 13 boi ‘mot phan tng khac thuong’ cia mudi
vao ngay hom ay. Sau khi ta va L6 Than phat hién thi thé, mudi va Giang
Ly cling chay t61 trude cira. Khi do, mudi dimg & canh bai co nhung lai hoi
ta mot cAu - mudi noi: “Rét cude da xay ra chuyén gi?” Gio ngim lai day
dung 12 mot cau hoi ky la. Gia st mudi nhin thay vét mau trén bai cé thi han
1a s& khong hoi nhu vay dung khong? Hon nita véi tinh cach cia mudi, néu
nhin thay vét mau thi phai hoang so méi diing. Nhung mudi lai hoi nhu vay,
ta danh suy doan la mudi khong thé phan bi¢t dugc mau d6 va mau xanh,
nén khi d6 mudi méi khong chi y toi vét mau trén bai co.”

“DPung, mudi khong thé phan biét dugc hai loai mau sac nay.”

“Theé nén gia str lan dau tién mudi va Giang Ly di qua bai co, noi d6 da
cO veét mau, mudi cling s€ khong chu y t&i nd, diing khong?”

“Nhung khi ay, Giang Ly ty ciing...”

“Khoan da Quy.” Lo Than khong khoi 1én tiéng, “Luc d6 Giang Ly ty
phai thiy vét mau rdi méi dang. Ta va ty ay séng bén nhau nhiéu nim nhu
vy, chua timg phét hién ty Ay c6 van dé gi trong viéc nhan biét mau sic.
Thé nén gia thiét ctia nguoi von khong thé thanh 1ap.”

“Chi 1a sy bat thuong trong viéc nhan biét mau sic ma thoi, néu cb géng
che gidu thi ngudi than sém chiéu & chung ciling chua chic di phat hién
duge.” Quy nodi, “Sau day ta s& ching minh cho nguoi thdy, Quan Giang Ly
qua ¢ chic chan cling khong phan biét duoc mau do6 va mau xanh. Ngoai
ra, ta ciing s& giai thich cho nguoi 1y do tai sao cic nang ay khong thé phan
biét dugc hai mau sic nay.”

“Vo ly, ding 1a vo 1y dén cung cuc! Quy, nguoi bénh qua ning roi,
khéng gip dugc nhitng danh y nhu Du Phy, Bién Thudc that dung 13 bat
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hanh!”

“L6 Than, xin hiy kién nhin nghe ta noi tiép. Ta lam vdy ciing chi dé
ngin can hung an tiép tuc xay ra. Néu nguoi khong thé dua ra y kién nao co
gia tri thi hiy tam thoi ngdm miéng lai di.” Quy néi, “Nhung bat dau tir bay
gio, ta khong thé khong dua ra mot s6 van dé nhin nhu khong lién quan gi
dén chuyén nay, néu khong nguoi ngdc nghéch nhu Lo Than khong thé nio
hiéu duoc ¥ dinh cua ta. Van dé sau ddy ta mong sé dugc Trién Thi hoi dap
- Luc hap héi, Giang Ly da noi, ‘L& té 1an nay khong gidng trude kia’, boi
vdy ta mubn hoi huynh, rét cudc 18 té lan nay co diém gi khac véi trude
kia?”

“Ta khong hiéu ¥ nguoi.”

Chung Trién Thi danh trong lang.

“Sao huynh lai khong hiéu ¥ ta chtr?” Quy tiép tuc truy hoi, “Trudc day
vi than duoc té bai trong 18 té lubn 1a bong Hoang Thai Nhat, nhung lan
nay vi than duoc té bai hinh nhu khéng giéng trudc kia. Vay ta hoi huynh
thé nay nhé, vi thAn ma Chung phu nhan dinh té bai lan nay khong phai
Pong Hoang Thai Nhat ma 1a Pong Quan ding khong?”

“Thé thi sao nao?”’

Chung Trién Thi héi van lai, nhung thuc té han da tra 1oi cau héi cia

Quy.
“Qua nhién ta doan khong 1am.”
“Dlng 1a vay u?” Quan V6 Dat quay sang chat van Chung Trién Thi,

“Tait sao ta lai khong biét gi ca. Khoa Nhi, tai sao Khoa Nhi mudi éy phai
lam nhu vay?”
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“Mau than luon tin rang, Thai Nhat 1a mot vi than ngoai lai, con Pong
Quan mai 1a vi than chi thudc vé dat So, 1a vi than ma nguoi Sé thuc su nén
ton tho. Béi vy mau than cho rang nén khoi phuc viéc té bai Pong Quan.”

“Hoang dudng! Thao nao lai co tai hoa nhu vay giang xuéng!” Quan Vo6
Dat gian dir quay nguoi do1 mat vor Quy, hoi: “Lam thé nao ma Vu Lang
quan nhan ra dugc?”

“Ngai khong nhan ra that u?” Quy giai thich, “Ta thdy c6 du loai dau
hiéu chimg t6 vi than duoc té bai lan nay 1a Péng Quan. Ngay trong bita
tiéc vao téi hom trude, Chung phu nhan d néi rd quan diém cta minh,
nhung hinh nhu moi nguoi déu khong luu tim. Ba 4y néi,” Thuc ra tir xua
to1 nay, Bong Quan luon 1a mot bi than 18 thudc, dugc té bai cung vo1 Bong
Hoang Thai Nhat, nhung sau khi doc k§ Ciiu ca, ta cling cho rang 18 ra dia
vi clia ngai Ay phai dic biét hon mot chut.” Ba dy con noi, ‘Co 1& tir thud
ban so, Péng Quan di ting duoc thd phung nhu Cha than.” Ba iy da dua
theo bai tho Péng Qudn trong Citu ca dé dua ra nhitng két luan trén. Két
hop vo1 ghi chép trong Cuu ca, nhitng hanh dong cua Chung phu nhan
trude khi bi sat hai cling duoc giai thich mot cach hop 1y - Thuc ra ba ay
dang chuan bj té bai Pong Quan.

Pau tién 1a nhac cy. Chung phu nhan ting chi ra rang, ‘Theo ghi chép
ctia Ciiu ca thi khi té bai Pong Hoang Thai Nhat chi dung dén trong, kheén,
dan sat. Con khi t& bai Pong Quan thi lai dung dén nim loai nhac cu: dan
sat, trong, chudng, séo, khén.” Piéu ndy c6 thé giai thich hai van dé: Tha
nhat, tai sao Chung phu nhan lai di xem thtr dan chudéng c6 ma khong ai
dong dén trong nhidu ndm & nha kho; thir hai, tai sao ba 4y lai phai mang
mot cay sdo 16 vé day - Bai vi ngay xua té bai Pong Hoang Thai Nhat thi
khong can dung téi hai loai nhac cu éy, nhung lan nay ba éy dinh té bai
Pong Quan theo ghi chép trong Citu ca, nén nhat dinh phai chuan bj ching
tu trude.
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Chua hét, con bd y phuc trén mau xanh dudi mau trang trong sd di vat
ctia ba 4y. Theo 10i Chung Hoi Vil thi b y phuc nay ‘méi may xong trudc
khi xuat phat tir Trudng An téi ddy’, hon nita Chung phu nhan con chua
mic bao gio. Nhung trude ngdy bi sat hai, ba ay lai ¢d y ldy bo y phuc nay
ra khoi hanh 1y. Theo suy doan cua ta thi by y phuc nay thuc ra 1& phuc
dung trong 1€ té. Trong bai Péng Qudn thudc Ciru ca ¢d mot cau: ‘Ao mady
xanh a xiém rdng bac’, e 1a Chung phu nhan d dua theo cau tho ndy dé suy
ra 18 phuc khi té bai Pong Quén phai 13 trén mau xanh dudi mau tring. BO y
phuc nay han s& dugc Vu nit mic vao khi té bai than linh, ta nghi, Vu nit éy
chinh 14 Quan Giang Ly. B&i vi vao dém ma Chung phu nhén l4y ra bo quan
40 4y, ta va Lo Than da nhin thay birc thu ma Quan Giang Ly va Chung
Trién Thi trao d6i voi nhau tai noi ¢ ciia Quan Giang Ly...”

“Chuyén nay, xin dung nén noi ra.”
Chung Trién Thi tai mat cau xin.

“Pé ngan can hung an tiép tuc xdy ra, ta nhat dinh phai noi tiép. Thu tir
qua lai cua ho dugc viét trén mot tAm thé tre. Chung Trién Thi viét cho
Quan Giang Ly 1a: ‘Luc hé y hé, luc y hoang Iy. Tam chi wu hi, hat duy ky
di.” Con Giang Ly hoi am 1a: ‘Thanh thanh tir khdm, du du ngd tam. Ting
ngd bat vang, tr ninh bat tw dm.” Pay déu 1a nhung cau tho trong Kinh Thi,
nhung bon ho viét vay khong lién quan gi dén nghia den trong Kinh Thi, ma
chi dung Kinh Thi ¢ chuyén tai mot loai am hiéu nao d6.”

“Xin dung noi tiép nira...”

“‘Luc hé y hé’ va ‘Thanh thanh tir khdm’ déu dé chi bo y phuc phan trén
mau xanh phan duéi mau trang, Chung Trién Thi viét hai cau tho 4y, thyc ra
1a dang hoi Quan Giang Ly c¢6 dong y mic nd trong 18 té hay khong. Ma hai
cdu tho Quan Giang Ly hoi am t6 vé dong y, cho ddi phuong biét ban than
cling ton tho Pong Quan, bdi vdy chap nhan mic bo y phuc d6 dé tham gia
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teé bai.” Quy ndi ré1 dua mat nhin Chung Trién Thi da 16 vé dir dan. “Ta ndi
c6 dung khong?”

CCBﬁng.QS

“Nhung Vu Ling Quy, nhitng diéu nguoi néi cé lién quan gi dén kha
ning nhan biét mau sic cua Giang Ly ty?”

L6 Than hoi mot cau sac bén.

“Khi ndy ta da dwa ra mot két luan ddy thoi - Giang Ly ton thd Pong
Quan. Xin nguoi hiy nhé ki két luan nay, 1at nita khi ta trinh bay vé kha
ning nhan biét mau cua Giang Ly thi s& dung dén n6.” Sau d6 Quy ndi tiép,
“Pong thoi ta con biét mot chuyén, d6 1a Quan Giang Ly va Chung Hoi Vil
déu timg tiép xtc véi ‘hoc thuyét Ngit Hanh’.”

“bola...”
Chung Ho1 Vi nghi hoac hoi.

“Tuong truyén rang hoc thuyét Ngii Hanh 13 mot bo 1y luan ma Thién Dé
trao tang cho Ha Vii(1), ting do thr huynh cua Thuong Tru vuong(2) 1a Vi
Ta Khai truyén thu cho Chu Vi vuong(3). Sau ndy ndi dung truyén thu
duoc chinh 1y thanh thién Hong pham trong Thuong Thu(4). Tiép d6, dua
trén co sé ctia Hong pham, cac hoc gia thoi Xuan Thu Chién Qudc va cac
kinh su ctia ban triéu da bd sung vao hoc thuyét Ngii Hanh, dan dan hinh
thanh mot hé thong phirc tap va vi dai. Hién nay mdi quan hé twong sinh
tuong khic gitta kim, mdc, thuy, hoa, thd da tré thanh thuong thuc. Ma
phuong hudng, mua, mau sdc, am luat, mui vi, ndi tang, dic hanh, khi
tugng, thién tai twong tmg véi chung ciing dan dugc ngudi ta hiéu rd. Thir
c6 lién quan dén sy viéc 1an nay chinh 13 ‘mdc’. Phuong huéng twong tng
v6i moc 1a phuwong Péng, mua twong Gmg 13 mua xuin, mau sic tuong ng
la mau xanh. Chir ‘xanh’ nay c6 lic chi mau xanh lam, c6 lic chi mau xanh
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luc, doi khi lai chi mau xanh den, ta nghi & day nén duoc hiéu 1a mau xanh
luc. Béi vi mau sic twong tng voi ‘thay’ 1a mau den nén chit ‘xanh’ ¢ day
khong thé chi mau xanh den dugc. Ma néu xanh 13 mau twong Ung véi
‘mdc’, dudng nhu cay cbi rat it khi co6 mau xanh lam. Boi vay nén hiéu
‘xanh’ & day thanh mau xanh luc 13 hop 1y nhat.”

(1) Thuong duoc goi la Pai Vi, la mét vi vua huyén thoai o Trung Quéc thoi cé dai.
(2) Vi vua cudi ciing doi nha Thiong ciia lich siea Trung Quéc.
(3) Tén that la Co Phat, la vi Qudn chii sang ldp triéu dai nha Chu trong lich sir Trung Quéc.

(4) Tvke Kinh Thue, la mét b phdn trong bé sach Ngii Kinh ciia Trung Quéc, ghi lai cdc truyén
thuyét, bién co vé cdc doi vua cé cé trude Khéng Tiv. Khong Tir san dinh lai dé cdc éng vua doi sau

nén theo gwong cdc minh quan nhw Nghiéu, Thudn chir dirng tan bao nhw Kiét, Tru.
“Nhung Vu Lang ty ty, mudi... chua tirng ti€p xuc vdoi hoc thuyét nay.”
Chung Hoi Vii ngat 101 Quy.

“Khong, mudi da ti€p xuc roi, chang qua chinh mudi khong y thuc duoc
ma thoi.”

“Vu Lang Quy, nguoi dua vao ddu ma suy doan nhu vay?” Lo Than hoi.

“Don gian thoi, chinh 1a bai hat Thanh Duwong. Thanh Duwong 1a mot
trong mudi chin bai hat té 18, 1a bai hat miéu ta mua xuan, v4i cau cudi cung
14 ‘Duy xudn chi kp’. Trong s céc bai hat té 1& con co ba bai khac lan luot
tuong ung vo1 ba mua ha, thu, dong. Twong tng vo1 ha 1a bai Chu Minh,
tuong tng véi dong 1a bai Huyén Minh. Trong hoc thuyét Ngii Hanh, ‘hoa’
tuong tng véi mua ha, mau sic 1a mau do; con ‘thuy’ twong tmg véi mua
dong va mau den. Ho1 Vii mudi mudi, ta noi téi chic muoi cling hiéu 161,
nhing bai hat té 1& vén duoc sang tac dua trén hoc thuyét Ngii Hanh, boi vi
hat Thanh Dwong nén mudi di vo tinh dugc tiép xtc véi hoc thuyét nay. Ma
sang hom qua khi & bén subi, mudi néi voi ta rang ‘Giang Ly ty cling biét
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hat bai d6’, cho nén co thé suy ra Giang Ly ty ciing timg tiép xuc véi hoc
thuyét Ngii Hanh.’

“Vay rét cudc diéu ndy c6 lién quan gi dén kha niang phan biét mau sic
cua Giang Ly ty?”

“Co lién quan. Sau day ta s& 1ap luan vé van dé nay - T4t ca nhiing nguoi
ton tho Pong Quén va ting tiép xtc véi hoc thuyét Ngii Hanh nhat dinh sé
bién thanh ngudi mu hai mau do, xanh.”

“Ly luan quai quy gi thé nay? Vu Ling Quy, nguoi di bénh dén hét
thudc chira r6i!”

“Puoc rdi, xin hiy dé ta ndi hét, néu nguoi co gia thuyét 6n hon thi ta
cling san sang lang nghe, nhung ta ludn cho rang, véi tri thirc ciia nguoi thi
vbn chang thé dua ra két luan gi hét. Bay gio ta sé tra 101 cAu hoi cta nguoi,
tuy c6 1& n6 khong phai mot cau hoi. Nguoi hoi ta ‘Ly ludn quai quy gi thé
nay’, vay ta néi cho nguoi biét, suy nghi cta ta 1a thé nay...” Quy tram tu
mot thoang rdi néi tiép, “Nhu vy di, nguoi tra 161 mot cau hoi cia ta trudc,
sau do ta s& noi tiép. Ta hoi nguoi, Mt troi c6 mau gi?”

“Gi co?”
“Tuy bay gio khong nhin thdy nhung nguoi da séng 1au nhu vay, kiéu gi
cling phai thdy Mat troi 16i chtr. Néu cau hoi nay nguoi ciing khong tra 10i

duoc thi xin nguoi sém hiy nhay song tu van di thoi.”

“Mau trang!” Lo Than gian giir tra 101, suy nghi mot thoang lai noi thém:
“Thinh thoang cling c6 mau do...”

“Tot 1am, vay ‘Dong Quan’ 1a moét vi than thé nao?”
“Nguoi chi can ta tra 101 mot cau hoi, khi nay ta da tra 101 ro1. Bay gio
; y y

xin hdy cho ta dugc gitt im lang.”
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“Pong Quén 1a than Mt troi.” Quy tra 10i cAu hoi cua chinh minh, roi
néi tiép, “Trong bai Déng Qudn thude Ciru ca cd nodi khi té bai Dong Quan
thi phai mac ‘do mady xanh, xiém rang bac’. B&1 vi doi khi nhin mat troi co
mau trang nén khi té bai mac y phuc trang 1a cuc ky hop 1y. Nhung tai sao
phai mic ‘40 may xanh’ day? Lo Than khong thay ky la u?

Ta nghi, vi Khuat Nguyén da chiu anh huéng cta hoc thuyét Ngii Hanh
nén moi viét nhu vy trong Citu ca. N6i thé chic nguoi cling hiéu roi. Cai
tén ‘Doéng Quan’ nay khién Khuit Nguyén lién tudng dén ‘moc’ trong hoc
thuyét Ngii Hanh. Ma trong hoc thuyét Ngii Hanh thi mdc tuong tGng voi
phia Pong, lai trong tmg véi mau xanh, boi vay Péng Quan - vi than Mt
troi da duge khoac 1én mau sic méi - Mau xanh.

Boi vdy ta dua ra suy luan thé nay: Tat ca nhitng nguoi ton thd Pong
Quan va da ting tiép xuc voi hoc thuyét Ngii Hanh nhat dinh déu khong thé
phan bi¢t duoc hai mau do va xanh luc.

Ta doan réng, khi bon nhin that Mat troi thi s& coi Mit troi thanh Pong
Quan, lai nghi dén mau sic tuwong Gmg voi phuong Pong, boi vay trong mat
ho thi Mt troi s& bién thanh xanh lyc. Tiép d6 ho sé nhin tit ca mau do
thanh mau xanh luc. Chung Hoi Vi 1a nhu vay, ma Quan Giang Ly qua cd
han ciing nhu thé.”

“Nguoi khong duoc si nhuc ty ty cua ta!” Lo Than nam lay vat 4o cia
Quy, day nang vao tudng. “Lan trude khi ta dinh danh nguoi thi bi Giang
Ly ty ngin lai. Nhung gio Giang Ly ty di mat roi, khong ai c6 thé ngan ta
nita. Vu Lang Quy, néu bay gid nguoi bién mat khoi tam mat ta thi co 18 ta
s& dimg tay. Ctra & déng kia, nguoi co thé roi khoi Van Mong sau khi mua
tanh, nhung xin dimg bao gio xuat hién trudc mat ta nita.”

“Ta khong thé dé mic hung an tiép tuc xay ra.”
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“Vay bay gio ta sé giét nguoi.”

“Ta vira lap ludn r6i ddy, Quan Giang Ly va Chung Hoi Vi déu khong
thé phan biét hai mau d6 va xanh. Nén quay vé gia thiét ban dau cua ta.”
Quy phdt 10 101 18 va ddi tay ctua Lo Than, noi tiép, “Thoi gian xay ra hung
an con so6m hon chung ta tuéng, sau khi ta va Lo Than di qua bai co kia,
trudc khi Quan Giang Ly va Chung Ho1 Vi di qua do thi Chung phu nhan
d3 bi sat hai. Khi ay 161 vao hém ndi van chua c6 ai giam thi, hung tha c6
thé dé dang tron thoat. Vay rét cudc ai 12 nguoi co thé sat hai Chung phu
nhan?”

“Hom qua nguoi da néi roi, khong ai co kha ning pham tdi mot minh.
Khi dy phu than dang & canh Bach tién sinh, miu than dang & cing ngudi
hau trong nha, biéu ca va biéu mudi dang & cung nhau, Giang Ly ty ¢ bén
Nhi Anh ty, ta & cing nguoi... A, qua thuc cé ngudi gay an duoc, diy dung
1a hung thu ma ching ta khong ngoi té1. Ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha
ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha...”

L6 Than cudi to nhu ngudi mat tri, bat giac budng vat 4o Quy ra.

“Qua nhién em lai bi nghi ngo...”

Tiéu Huu than tho.

“Tiéu Huu khong c6 dong co.” Quy vura stira lai vat ao xdc x¢ch vira noi,
“Thuc ra by gid chung ta chi can bat dau tir dong co giét nguoi 1a co the dé
dang tim ra hung thu.”

“Nguoi khong phai 13 hung thu, 1am sao biét duoc dong co ctia hung
thu?” Lo Than dung kiéu cau hoi Trang ¥, ddi giong noi: “Khoéng, ta van
cho rang nguoi chinh 14 hung thi giét nguoi. Vay nén nguoi mau néi cho

moi ngudi biét ddng co sat hai nguoi than cia ta di, néu 1y do di budn ba
dau thuong, c6 1& nha chung ta s& cho nguoi chét toan thay.”
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* Nam Hoa kinh hay con goi la Trang tir la cuon sach triét hoc noi tieng thuong duoc cho la
cua Trang Chau thoi Chién Quoc viét. Trong do co cau: Ngwoi khong phdi ca, sao biet dwoc niém
vui ciia ca? - Ham y rang chi nguoi trong cuoc moi hiéu ré moi chuyén, nguoi ngoai cugc khong thé

phong doan duoc.
“G10 khong phai 1a ltc no1 dua.”
“Ta khong noi dua.”

“Du sao néu ta noi tiép thi Lo Than nguoi tu lo lidu di.” Quy ndi voi vé
bat dic di, “Thuc ra dong co giét ngudi da bay ra trude mat chung ta, chang
qua nguoi lam nhu khéng thiy ma thoi. Di ngén ctia Giang Ly d3 ndi qué rd
rang - Lac hap héi, sau khi néi cdu ‘L& té 1an nay khong gidng trudc kia’, ty
ay lai n6i mot cau ‘Bdi vay cd méi bi giét’, tirc 13 dudi cai nhin cua ty ay, vi
d6i tuong té bai thay d6i nén nhing vu giét ngudi méi xay ra.”

“Thé nén?”

“Hay noi theo cach khac, hung thu ctia nhitng vu an nay la mgt ké ton
thd Pong Hoang Thai Nhét dén dién cudng, khong thé chap nhan viéc may
ngudi Chung phu nhan ty ¥ thay d6i déi tuong té bai thanh Pong Quan, cho
nén méi bat dau giét ngudi. Trong mat hung thi, Chung phu nhan va Quan
Giang Ly déu l1a nhirng ké di doan can bj loai trir, 13 nhirng ké phan boi tin
ngudng cua nguoi SO, boi vay hung thu maéi sat hai lai bon hg. Bén canh
d6, huynh muoi Chung thi tham du vao ké hoach cling 1a muc tiéu ma ké do
dinh sat hai. Vay ai s& 1a ngudi ¢6 dong co nhu thé day?”

“A1 cling c6 thé ma.”
“Vay ta héi mot cau khac, Bach tién sinh khong lién quan gi dén 1é té 1an
nay, tai sao ong ay ciling bi sat hai? Hon nita, rot cudc hai chit ‘Tt kham’

ma Ong ay viét trén dat c6 nghia 1 gi? Tai sao 6ng ay khong viét han ho tén
cua hung thu?”
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“Ai biét duge!”

“L6 Than, dé ta cho nguoi biét nhé, Bach tién sinh bj diét khau, bai vi
khi Chung phu nhan bi giét, ong ay da néi dbi giup ké khac, nén sau d6 6ng
ay moi bi ké kia sat hai. Ma khi bi hai, 6ng ay khong thé viét ra ho tén cua
hung thi, vi di 6ng 4y c6 viét di chang nita thi chiing ta ciing s& khong tin
nguoi kia chinh 13 hung thi, nguoc lai s& nghi ngd 6ng 4y tu sat vi mudn do
t6i cho nguoi kia. Ta ndi toi ddy ma nguoi van chua hiéu u, hung thii chinh

2

la...
“Im di!”
Thuc ra Lo Than da hiéu roi.

“Hung thu chinh 1a phy than nguoi, toc trudng gia toc ho Quan - Quan
Vo Dat!”

Vi qua kinh s¢, nhat thoi Lo Than khong thé phan bac hay chui raa doi
phuong ma chi do dan nhin Quy. Nang von cho rang mét loai suy luin
trude d6 ciia Quy déu 1a bia dat, nén du luc nay Quy c6 dua ra két luan gi
ching nita thi nang ciing chang ban tim. Nhung biy gid nang khong thé
khong ban tam, vi dau sao hung thua ma Quy xac dinh lai chinh 1a cha
nang...

“Vu Lang quén, nguoi dang nghiém tic u?” Quan Vo Dat 1én tiéng,
“Nguoi nén biét 1a vu cao chii nhan trong nha nguoi khac sé phai tra gia thé
nao.”

“Ta khong c6 ac ¥ v6i ngai ma chi dua ra két ludn tir cac ching cr ¢6 san
th61.” Quy binh tinh dap, “Chi ngai méi ¢ 1y do sat hai Bach Chi Thuy,
cling chi khi hung tha 1a ngai thi 6ng 4y médi khong thé viét thang tén cua
hung thii. Ong 4y viét ra hai chir ‘Tir kham’ voi hy vong chung ta co thé
dira theo goi ¥ Ay ma phat hién ra ddi twong té bai lan nay thyc ra 1a Pong
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Quan, vay thi moi cau doé déu cé 101 gidi, than phan cua hung thu cling 16 ra
r0 rang.”

“Vay cling qua guong ép.” Cudi cing Lo Than ciing binh tinh lai sau con
hoang hét, bat dau phan kich, “Toan bo suy luan cta nguoi déu chi 1a vong
tuong hdo huyén. Liéu Giang Ly ty c6 thé phan biét mau d6 va mau xanh
hay khong, bay gid khong thé xac dinh dugc nita. Tai sao Bach tién sinh lai
viét hai chir ‘Tu kham’, c6 1& ching ta s& khong bao gid biét dugc. Nguoi
toan 14y nhimg viéc khong thé kiém chimg dé 1am chtng ct, sao c6 thé
khién nguoi khéc tin phuc duoc day?”

“Ngay tir dau ta ciing khong mong c6 thé lam ai tin phuc. Ta di néi roi,
s& di ta mudn dua suy luan nhu vay, chi hy vong c6 thé ngin can hung an
tiép tuc xay ra. Vay nén du khong cé bat ky ching clr nao, ta cling phai néi
ra bé'mg dugc. Du sao, gia thiét nay co tdn tai, ma Quan Vo6 Dat thuc su ¢co
thé 12 hung thu. Theo nhu di ngdn cua Quan Giang Ly, hién gid huynh muoi
Chung thi dang gip nguy hiém, boi vay ta hy vong sau khi nghe suy luin
ctia ta, bon ho co thé dé cao canh gidc v6i nguoi rat c¢o thé 1a hung thu -
Quan Vo6 Dat. Muc dich cua ta chi c6 vay thoi. Con li€u cod dic toi tdc
truong gia toc ndy hay khong, ta cling chang ban tim. Du sao ta s& mau
chong roi khoi Van Mong, noi nay da khong con thtr gi dang dé ta luu
luyén.”

Lo Than, sao nguoi van khong hiéu, ta & lai day chi vi nguoi ma thoi.
Neéu nguoi doi xur véi ta nhu vay, ta danh ro1 di - Quy tham than tho, nhung
cudi cung thiéu nit trude mat cling khong hiéu dugce tam long cia nang.

Luc ndy, trong anh mat khi nhin Quy ctia Lo Thén, d3 khong co tinh cam
gi khac ma chi con lai sy thu han.

Thuc ra budi chiéu, Quy vén dinh dong tay dong chan nhu ngay thudng

dé day bao Tiéu Huu ludi biéng mot phen, sau d6 lai tir tir an i Tiéu Huu,
cho Tiéu Huu dugc thay quan 4o sach s& hoic giup Tiéu Huu got rira toc
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dinh bun ban. Nhung khi 4y Tiéu Huu lai mat binh tinh, bat ddu noi ra cai ly
thuyét “dao dtrc nod 18”, thé 1a nang lién khong thé kiém ché ma ra tay qua
nang.

Quy thAm mong Tiéu Huu ngay cang c6 chi kién hon, c6 thé phan khang
lai minh. Vay nén Quy méi bao Tiéu Huu doc Ludn ngit hay Hiéu kinh.
Hiéu kinh da ghi lai 1oi ban ctia Khong Tir: “Khi gdp nhitng chuyén bat
nghia, néu do cha gdy nén, phdn lam con khéng thé khéng khuyén can cha;
néu do vua gdy nén, phdn bé téi khéng thé khéng can gidn vua.” Trong
Ludn ngit cling viét rang: “Vua ldy 1é dé sai khién bé t6i, bé t6i ldy long
trung dé tho vua”* Quy hy vong Tiéu Huu c6 thé nhén ra rang d6i khi minh
d3 qua nghiém khac véi nang, diéu d6 ciing khong hop véi phép tac, Tiéu
Huu can phai phan khang & mitc do thich hop. Néu Tiéu Huu cha dong cau
xin minh dimg 1am vy nira, Quy nhit dinh s& dimng tay.

* Theo ban dich cia Huynh Chuong Hung.

Tiéc rang ké ca lam ty nit thi Tiéu Huu ciing qua vang 151, con chang biét
xin tha thtr chtr ding noéi 1a phan khang cha nhan. Tuy Quy rat y lai vao
Tiéu Huu nhung cling rat ghét su vang 101 vo diéu kién cua nang, boi vay
Tiéu Huu cang ngoan ngodn thi Quy cang trc hiép nang.

Nhung nhitng suy nghi cia Quy, Lo Than khong thé biét, ciing khong thé
hiéu dugc.

“Suy doan ctia Vu Ling quin c6 cai Iy cua riéng nd.” Nhi Anh gbi 1én
dau géi Chung Trién Thi mé mit ra, thong tha noi, “T6 tién nha ho Quan
ding 1a c6 nguot khong thé phan biét duoc hai mau do, xanh. Phai roi, Hoi
Vii, kha ning nhan biét mau sic cua phu thin mudi ciing khac han ngudi
thuong dang khong?”

“A... Ping vay.”
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“Trong Bién Thudc ngoai kinh c6 viét, chudng ngai trong kha nang nhan
biét mau sic co lién quan dén huyét thong, thuong do phu than truyén lai
cho con gai. Nhung véi diéu kién 1a mau than cling mac bénh mu mau hozc
trén nguoi ¢ ‘dau hiéu tiém an’ ciia bénh mi mau. Hién gio ching ta van
chua hiéu rd vé nguyén 1y hoat dong ctia ‘ddu hiéu tiém an’ nay, nhung co
thé xac dinh rang, trong gia toc ciia nit nhan ‘cé dau hiéu tiém an’ thuong
c6 ngudi mu mau do, xanh. Thé nén theo 1y thuyét thi néu Hoi Vi mac
bénh mu mau, co cling co6 thé mac bénh mi mau hodc ¢6 ‘ddu hiéu tiém an’,
vay thi Giang Ly dtng 13 c6 thé khong phan biét dugc hai mau do, xanh.”

“Nha Anh ty, sao ty c6 thé hua theo 10i cua loai ngudi nay!”

“C¢ diéu trong Bién Thuwéc ngoai kinh d nhan manh rang, néu con gai
khong thé phan bi¢t hai mau do, xanh thi chic chin cha rudt cling méc bénh
nay. Boi vay tuy Giang Ly khong con nita nhung chiing ta van c6 bién phap
phan doan kha ning nhan biét mau sic cua ty ay. Ttc 1a gia sir thic phu*
khong c¢6 chudéng ngai trong kha ning nhan biét mau sic thi kha ning nhan
biét mau sic cua Giang Ly chic chin ciing binh thudng.”

* Chu, em cua cha - o day chi Quan Vo Dat.

Nhi Anh binh tinh tran thuat.

“Ra 1a nhu vdy. Xem ra hoc thitc cta ta trén phuong dién nay van con
chua di. Nhung Nhi Anh 4, ta nghi thiic phu cta ty ciing khong thé phan
biét dugc hai mau sic nay, nén sau khi hanh hung dng 4y méi khong don
sach vét mau trén bii c6 - C6 thé 6ng Ay von khong hé chu ¥ t6i vét mau.”

“C0¢ that 1a nhu vay khong?”
Biy gio Quy moi nhd lai, khi dén hién truong, Quan Vo Dat ludn cd

gang tranh khoi vét mau trén bai c6. Nang budn ba lac dau, nhu dang thira
nhén thit bai cta ban than.
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“Xem ra cudi cing Vu Ling quin ciing nhé ra roi. Ta c6 thé cam doan
thuc phu nhat dinh c6 thé phan rd hai mau sac ndy, bai vy Giang Ly ciing
c6 thé. Nén tom lai suy luan ctia nguoi khong thé thanh lap. Hudng chi suy
luan ctia nguoi déu dua trén mbi lién hé tat yéu gitra Péng Quén va chudng
ngai trong kha nang nhan biét mau sic. Ta da pha tan cin cir ciia nguoi
bang Bién Thuwéc ngoai kinh, boi vay gia thiét cua nguoi cling khong thé
thanh 1ap.”

“Nhung ngoai trir huyét thdng, c6 18 kiéu chudng ngai nhan biét mau sic
nay ciing c6 nguyén do khac cha? Ty chi noi téi van dé trong pham tri sinh
1y, con ta thi hoan toan can clt vao pham tru tin ngudng. Nha Anh, ty cling
khong thuc sy chirng minh dugc ta sai.”

“That u? Vay thé nay di, ching ta lai tim mot ngudi vira ton tho Pong
Quan vira ting tiép xtc véi hoc thuyét Ngii Hanh, thir xem ngudi d6 co
mic loai bénh nhu nguoi miéu ta hay khong?”

“Tim ¢ dau bay gio?”

“Vu Lang quan, hinh nhu nguoi da quén, trudc mat nguoi c6 mot nguodi
nhu vay. Ta ciing ton thd Pong Quan, hon nita con hoc 1& cd, nhat dinh phai
ting tiép xGc v6i hoc thuyét Ngii Hanh. Boi vdy day ciing khong phai
chuyén khong thé kiém chung, chi can kiém tra kha nang nhan biét mau sac
clia ta, 1a c6 thé chimg to gia thiét ctia nguoi c6 thé thanh 1ap hay khong.”

“... Vay két luan 142~

“Ta c6 thé phan biét hai mau sic nay. Chac chan suy luin cua nguoi da
sai 1am.” Nhi Anh tra 161, “Hon nita Vu Lang quén a, dimg n6i ‘Noi nay da
khong con thir gi dang dé luu luyén’, Lo Than van con sdng, tuy luc nay cac
nguoi dang gian nhau, nhung biét ddu may hom nita cac nguoi lai 1am lanh.
Vé6i ta ma ndi, so rang thé gian nay da khong con ngudi nao, chuyén gi
khién ta chd mong. Ky Y ty mat roi, Giang Ly ty cling qua doi, ma ta lai
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van con séng. Lo Than, thyc ra bay gio ty rit hAm md mudi, nhung muoi
hoan toan khéng biét quy trong nhitng gi minh dang c6. Diéu nay khién ty
cuc ky that vong. Vu Lang quén, trude khi hai ngudi 1am lanh, ta khong cho
phép nguoi rdi di. Ta nghe Trién Thi ca néi rang, c6 muén giao Lo Than
cho nguoi. Gid d6 di 1a di nguyén ctia co, chic thuc phu s& khong phan dbi
nita dau?”

“Nha Anh ty, ty khong thdy nang ta vira...”

“Ty tin Vu Lang quan khong c6 ac y. Lo Than, dung tuy hing nira. Gio
ty rat h6i han, néu vui vé ¢ bén Giang Ly sém hon miy nim thi t6t biét bao.
Nhung hién tai tat ca déu da muodn roi.”

Tir giong diéu ciia Quan Nhi Anh, c6 thé nhan ra tri tim nang da chét
roi. So la nang khong guong day dugc ma ta thé khi tudi con xanh, giéng
nhu hai vi duong ty. Quy thdy vo cung bi ai, lai biét ban than khong thé
ngan can chuyén d6 xay ra, nang gidu di ndi niém, khoa lap tiéng thd dai
béng hoi thd nang né. Thé rdi, Quy lai bat dau lo cho Lo Than, so réng vi
minh ma Lo Thén trd nén lanh ling, da nghi, cling so nang voi quyét dinh
chuyén tuong lai khi dang gisn doi.

Nhung chuyén da néi té1 nude nay, du sao Quy cling phai can nhac cho
tinh canh cta minh.

Liéu ban than c6 thé mot minh roi khoi Van Mong trach mdt cach an
toan khong? Quy nhin man mua ngoai cira, lai bat dau phién mudn: Khong
c6 nguoi dan dudng, liéu nang co thé bang qua nui rimg day nguy hiém dé
vé kinh thanh hay khong? Nang hoi héi han vi hom nay d3 hiéu thing néi
minh s€ 1p turc ro1 di noi nay.

“Lo Than, sau khi ra di r61, xin hdy cham s6c Tiéu Huu.” Quy rau 11 noi,

“Ta mudn giao em 4y cho nguoi, ta mong khi & bén nguoi, em 4y s& giéng
mot ngudi binh thudng hon, vi nguoi rat binh thuong, chinh 1a tim guong
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dé em 4y noi theo. Ta ciing hy vong khi khong c6 em ay & bén, ta sé thay
d6i. Nha Anh ty ty, cam on ty da lo cho ta va Lo Thén, ky thuc ta con lo
cho ty hon. Vi ty ma noéi thi Van Mong trach chta day ky (rc dau thuong,
so rang néu ty tiép tuc séng & day thi khé tranh hang ngdy ddm chim trong
ndi bi ai, lau ngdy than thé cua ty khong thé chiu dugc. Néu c6 thé, ta mubn
ty tré vé thanh Truong An vé6i ta. Hom trude ta ¢6 nghe Giang Ly ty ty noi,
ty va Giang Ly ty van dang tim cach thoat khoi cudc séng binh thudng.
Giang Ly ty da qua doi, nhung it nhat mong ty hay hoan thanh di nguyén
cta ty ay. O Trudng An s& c6 nhiéu co hdi dé thoan thanh mong mudn cia
hai nguoi. Néu ty khong muén phu long ctia Giang Ly ty thi xin hiy thir cAn
nhac dé nghi cua ta. Khong can tra 101 ngay 1ap tirc. Hom nay da mudn roi,
ta khong thé di khoi ddy. Néu ty dong y, xin hay thu xép d6 dac, sang mai
ching ta s€ 1én duong.”

Pay la phuong an t6t nhat ma Quy c6 thé nghi ra.

“Tiéu thu, em...”

“Tiéu Huu, ta biét em dinh néi gi... Hom nay em hiy theo ta mot dém
cudi cung di. Bit dau tir ngdy mai, chung ta khong con 1a chu t& nira. Hay
vui vé sdng bén Lo Than, ta mong em co thé trd thanh nguoi nhu nang ay.”

“Ta sé& thir can nhac, Vu Lang quan. Puong nhién s& c6 ngudi hoan thanh
mong tudng cua Giang Ly, chi 13 e rang nguoi ay khong phai ta, ma 1a
nguoi.”

Nha Anh khong no6i hét, ma nhdm mat lai mot 1an nita.

“Hém nay ta d3 mao pham nhiéu, mong chu vi ding ghi han ta. Ta rat
thuong tiéc vé chuyén cua Giang Ly, tuy méi gip Giang Ly khong lau,

nhung ty 4y 1a hinh tuong nir gidi Iy tudng trong 10ng ta, ta ciing mudn tre
thanh ngudi nhu vay. Trién Thi, Hoi Vi, mong cac nguoi bao trong, xin hiy
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dé phong hung thu. Ta chi muon néi nhiéu do thoi, vé sau co 1€ ta s€ khong
xuat hién trudc mat moi nguoi nira. Cao tir.”

Dut 101 Quy quay nguoi ro1 khoi phong khach, buéce vao trong man mua.
Tiéu Huu di theo nang.

Day la dém cudi chu té cac nang & bén nhau, cling la thoi diém bi kich
budc vao chuong két.
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Rang sang hom sau, Lo Than tinh lai bén canh Nha Anh.

To61 qua Lo Than sg Nha Anh khong chiu né1 da kich, cling khong muon
nang nhin vat nhé nguoi, bén moi nang vao ¢ trong phong minh.

“Mu6i tinh r6i 4, hdm nay mudi phai di tién Vu Lang quan sao?”
Nha Anh ngdi ngay ngan bén canh Lo Than, nghiém tic hoi.

“Nha Anh ty khong di cuing nang ta u?” Nhac t6i chuyén nay, tAm trang
ctia Lo Thén rat phirc tap. Trong 1ong nang biét ¢ lai day 1au khong tot cho
Nha Anh, song ciing khong muén tin tuong Quy. “Quy ting ndi véi mudi,
gia tdc clia nang chuyén budn nguoi, ban than nang ta hang nim ciing phai
du do mot vai thiéu nit vé thanh Truong An. Khi 4y mudi chi nghi nang ta
dang ndi dua, gid ngdm lai c6 khi 1a that.”

“Sao mudi lai gian Vu Lang quan dén thé?”
“Vi mudi da théy dugc bo mat that cia nang ta, hom éy bon mudi vao
nui tim Bach tién sinh, lic vé nang ta danh dap Tiéu Huu ngay trudc mait

mudi, danh rat manh tay.”

“Gitra chu t& déu 1a vy ding khong? Co 18 bon ho di ngam hiéu nhau,
chang qua muoi khong biét ma thoi.”

“Du thé ndo di ching nita thi nang ta cling that qua dang.”
“That vay khong?” Nha Anh cham rai noi: ‘Tinh hitu hao phong, tinh

hitu hdo vii’, mdi ngudi mot so thich khac nhau, khong thé suy bung ta ra
bung ngudi duge. Trong Ld Lam* c¢6 mot cau chuyén thé nay: ‘Mot ké no
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trén than thé ¢6 mui hdi, t&i mirc than nhén, huynh d¢, thé thiép ctia han déu
khoéng muén chung séng giao du véi hin. Hin dau khd vo cung, bén rdi xa
moi nguoi tdi sdng & ven bién. Nhung & ven bién lai c6 mot ngudi cuc ky
thich mui hoi trén ngudi hin, ngdy dém di theo hin, mot budc ciing khong
roi.” Lo Than, biét dau Tiéu Huu lai thich sy tan nhin va doc dia cia Vu
Lang quan thi sao?”

* Twc La thi Xudn Thu, la bo sach do La Bat Vi - Thira twong nudc Tan thoi Chien Quoc sai cdc

mon khdch soan ra nhiing diéu minh biét, hop lai thanh sdach.

L6 Théan hiéu duoc ting chit ma Nha Anh ké ra, tuy nhién khong thé
hiéu duoc quan diém ctua d6i phuong. Nang hiéu rd, dau 6c minh binh
thuong song thiéu chut kién giai, trong dau chi ¢ thuong thic thap nhat
trong tang 10p nay cia nang. DU 1a su trung thanh khién nguoi ta bo quén
chinh minh, hay 1a 4c niém khién con ngudi ta tan sat 1an nhau, nang déu
tudng 13 ching cach minh rat xa, khong can phai hiéu chung lam gi.

Khong nhu cac ty ty, Lo Than von rat thich hop dé song tai hém nui xa
roi thé tuc nay.

Néu khong gip duoc Vu Lang Quy...

“Cau tra 101 ciia van dé nay vo cung don gian, mudi khong thich mot Vu
Lang Quy tan nhin va bao nguoc nhu vdy. Chi thé ma thoi. Vay nén mudi
m&i mudn tuyét giao voi nang ta.”

‘Thing than, bao dung, c6 hiéu biét’, it ra nang ta cling dugc xem nhu
‘c6 hiéu biét’. Piém nay lai dung 13 thiéu sot 16n nhat ctia mudi. Mudi
khong thich doc séach lai chua tung roi1 khoi Van Mong, khong nén bo qua
mot ngudi ban nhu thé.”

“Tai sao Nha Anh ty phai tim du moi cach dé hop tac bon muoi?”

“Tim du moi cach sao... Ty chi sg muoi hoi han thoi.”
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“Mui s& khong héi han.”

L6 Than kién quyét noi.

“Téi khi chi con lai mot minh, mudi sé thay héi han.”

“Qua nhién, Nhi Anh ty mudn di ciing nang ta u?”

“Ty khong c6 dinh dy. Ty s& ¢ lai Van Mong, chét & Van Mong.”
Nhi Anh néi vay ma khong hé t6 vé bi ai.

“Vay thi lam sao mudi chi c6 mdt minh duoc? Sau nay, mudoi mudn &
ay . Yy
bén Nha Anh ty.”

Nghe Lo Than néi thé, Nhia Anh kh& mim cudi, roi khuén mit lai lanh
ling nhu trudc. Trong long Lo Than lai ¢c6 du cam khong lanh, s¢ s€ khong
con dugce that nu cudi cua Nhi Anh nita.

“Néu mudi khong mudn gip Vu Lang quan, mot minh ty di tién nang
cling dugc, tién thé dua Tiéu Huu vé gap muol. Néu muoi khong n& théy
Vu Ling quan nguoc dai Tiéu Huu, vay sau nay hiy tot voi Tiéu Huu mot
chat. Thé nhung ty luén nghi Tiéu Huu nhat dinh khong mudn ¢ lai. Lan
nay Vu Ling quan thuc su qua dang, rd rang dang ép Tiéu Huu phan khang
lai minh. Nang dé Tiéu Huu roi vao tinh canh khén kho: Néu roi bo nhén, 13
khong trung thanh; néu phan khang ménh 1énh cta cht nhén, ¢d ¥ ¢ lai bén
nang, ciing 1a khong trung thanh. Tiéu Huu da roi vao thé tién thoai ludng
nan, khong biét em éy s& lya chon thé nao.”

“Mudi van di cung véi ty mdt chuyén thi hon. Néu Quy c6 thé cam doan
sau nay s€ doi tot véi Tieu Huu, mudi thuc ra cling hy vong quan hé cua t&
cua bon ho c¢6 thé tiép tuc duy tri, bang khong vdi hai nguoi déu khong co
loi.

2
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“Mudi thé nay thuc su la mudn tot cho em ay. Vay ty chd mudi rira mat
xong roi cung di nhé.”

Lo Than dong y 16i dé nghi cia Nhi Anh.
Hai thiéu nit khoac 4o toi doi non 14, di vé phia noi ¢ cua Vu Lang Quy.

Bay gio mua da nho di, song mat dat vo cung lay 101. Sac tro1 khong con
t6i tim nhu hom qua, han 1a mua sap tanh. Nhung swong mu van tran ngap
hém nli, ngan can tdm mat cua hai nguoi.

Sau khi di qua gian chinh, hai nang lai di vé phia trudc hon trim budc
ntra.

Sau d6 lién nghe that tiéng gao khoc dén khan giong va chét ling. Hai
nguoi khong doan duoc cht nhan ciia Am thanh Ay, lai nghe duoc tén cia
Tiéu Huu. Bay gio, Lo Than da linh cam duoc phia trude rot cude da xdy ra
chuyén gi.

Nang céat budc di qua mat dat lay 1i, chay vé phia truyén ra am thanh.
Nudc bun ban 18n vy nang, gibng nhu vét mau bi gid thdi kho. Nhi Anh
chay phia sau, khi canh tuong v6 cung tan khdc xuat hién truéc mait, nang
ngad nhao xudng dat. Lo Than ciling khong con strc luc ddu ma ban tim dén
duong ty dang hoang hét so hai, bai vi nang nhin thay Quy dang gao khoc
trong ndi tuyét vong.

Quy ngdi yén dudi tan cdy, 6m Tiéu Huu da tit tho vao long, khoc dén
chét lang.

Trén c6 Tiéu Huu con luu lai vét siét mau do tia.
Mot cay day dugc tét thanh ddy treo trén canh cdy. Day to bang ngén cai,

quin hai vong quanh canh cdy rdi that nGt. Dudi nat thit Ay chimg hai
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thude lai c6 mot nit thét nira, tap thanh hinh thong long. Nut thit tao thanh
thong long cach mit dat ching thudc nam tac. Phia dudi dy thing 1a mot
tang d4 mau nau cao khoang sau tac, rong khoang mot thudc, dai gan hai
thude. Tang d4 c6 goc canh rat sic, nhin xa tham chi con khién nguoi ta
tudng lam 1a mot cuc gach béng dat.

Theo nhing gi minh nhin thay, Lo Than cd gang tudng tuong ra su viéc
da xay ra trude khi nang t6i day: C6 18 Tiéu Huu da tu tir ma chét. Pau tién
nang giam 1én tang d4, kiéng chan 1én roi budc day thimg Ién canh cay, sau
d6 that doan day thimg con lai thanh thong long. Cubi cung nang dwa dau
vao thong long, da tang da di dé soi ddy thimg két liéu tinh mang cta minh.
Sau khi Quy phét hién ra thi thé Tiéu Huu, bén 6m lay eo Tiéu Huu r6i do
nang ra khoi thong long, thé 1a co tinh canh trudc mat Lo Than e nay.

“Quy, Tiéu Huu...”

L6 Than luéng cudng hoi, Quy khong hé co phan img ma van cr khoc.
Nang d3 mat giong, dau thuong cuc do. Nhd Anh co nguoi phia sau Lo
Than, hai tay chéng trén mat dat, cai dau, miéng thi thaim gi do, Lo Than

khong thé nghe 3.

“Chiing ta dua em 4y vao trong phong di, cr & ddy mii cling khong 6n
chuat nao.”

Lo Than dé nghi, nhung chéng nhan duogc cau tra 101 cua Quy.
“Quy! Xin nguoi tinh tao lai di!”
Nang dung bén lay lay vai Quy, thi thé Tiéu Huu ciing lay dong theo.

“Tét ca déu 14 13i cua ta. Ta tudng rang 1an ndy em 4y ciing s& nghe 10i
ta, khong ngo két qua lai nhu vay.”
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C6 1& vi ménh 1énh t6i qua cta Quy nén Tiéu Huu méi di tim céi chét.
Quy cb ¥ mudn doan tuyét quan hé véi Tiéu Huu, 1énh cho nang ¢ lai Véan
Mong. Tiéu Huu khong mudn xa roi cha nhan song khong c6 cach nao
khién Quy thu hoi ménh 1énh, cudi cung di chon phuong thic nay dé khang
nghi.

Nhu vay ma néi, Quy ding 1a dd danh gia thap quyét tam ctia Tiéu Huu.
Quy, nguoi noi gi vay, gio khong phai lac néi nhitng cau thé nay!”

“Lo Than, vay tat ca xin nho vao nguoi.”

Quy giao thi thé ctia Tiéu Huu cho Lo Than, ding day di vé phia soi day
thung kia.

“Nguoi dang 1am gi thé?”

“Lan nay thyc sy 1a ly biét.”

Quy chuyén tang d4 toi phia dudi soi day thing rdi leo 1én, hai tay cam
léy day thung, né mdt nu cuoi co6 tich véi Lo Than, néi nhu vay. Liac nay
trong mat Quy di khong con nudc mat, ma chi con lai quyét tim phai chét.
L6 Than biét nang dinh lam nhu vy that. nhung hai tay con om thi thé Tiéu
Huu, nhat thoi khong thé budng ra, bén xin Nha Anh gitp do:

“Nha Anh ty. gitp mudi ngan nang ta lai!”

Nhi Anh chay vé phia Quy, tuy nhién khong hé ngang dau 1én ma van
cham cht nhin xudng dat. Nang quy xudng truéc mit Quy, 6m lay hai chan

Quy.

“Vu Lang quan, xin dung cé suy nghi nhu vay. Ba c6 qua nhi€u nguoi
chét ro1.”
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“Tiéu Quy, khi ta hoi nguoi, nguoi mudn tré thanh ngudi thé nao, nguoi
d3 noi nguoi s& 1am cho ta xem, ding hanh dong dé tra 161 cau hoi cua ta co
ma. Vay ma lic nay nguoi dang lam gi thé? Khong 1& dap an ctia nguoi
thuc ra 1a “Ta chi muén 1am mot nguoi chét ma thoi’ u? Nguoi da khién ta
cuc ky that vong, xin dung lam thém chuyén khién ta that vong ntra, vi ta
van dang theo doi nguoi... Gio khac nay hon phach cua Tiéu Huu ciing
dang doi theo nguoi do!”

“Ta chi mudén chét trudc mit em Ay, 18 nao cac nguoi khong thé tac thanh
nguyén vong nay cta ta?” Quy noéi voi giong khan dic, “Ké tir khi sinh ra,
day 1a 1an dau tién ta c6 ¥ nghi thé nay, 1an dau tién ta nghi minh chét di thi
s& t6t hon. Tiéu Huu 1a do ta giét, khong, noi ding hon, tat ca moi ngudi
déu do ta giét. Lo Than, ta ndi nhu vay nguoi di hai long chua? Nhi Anh
ty, cai chét ctia Giang Ly ty ciing 13 15i cta ta. VAy nén, vy nén xin hiy
budng ta ra, ta khong c6 tu cach duoc cac nguoi ciru r6i.”

“P6 khong phai 16i ciia nguoi, Vu Lang quan, ta khong thé trach nguoi
dugc. Hubng chi, nguyén vong cua Giang Ly chi c¢6 thé giao cho nguoi.”

“Qua nhién, Nhi Anh, ty biét tat ca.”

“Pung thé, ta biét tat ca. Cho nén...”

Noi téi ddy, Nhd Anh nham hai mat lai, run ray ding day roi dung hét
sttc luc day Quy ngd xudng dat. Toc ctia Nhd Anh ro xudng ma Quy, con
dau toc Quy nhudm diy bun dat. Thé rdi Nhd Anh mé mit ra, nim hai tay
Quy d& nang day, roi ldy 6ng tay 4o ctia minh dé lau nudc mat trén mit va
nudc bun trén toc Quy.

“Vu Lang quan, xin dung phu long...”

Nhi Anh néi bén tai Quy, vi tiéng mua roi nén Lo Than khong nghe rd
doan sau. Nhi Anh néi xong, Quy budn ba git dau, duong nhu mot lan nira
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chap nhan thé gian do ban, mong mudi va tuyét vong nay. Quy dugc Nha
Anh d¢ day, loang choang di vé phia Lo Than.

Biy gio Lo Than qua kinh ngac véi nhimng 10i khi ndy cia Quy nén
khong biét phai d6i mat voi Quy ra sao.

Néu dung nhu nang vira néi, nang 13 hung thu sat hai nguoi than cua ta,
ta c6 nén ciu nang hay khong - Lo Than 4p ¢ ndi héi han trong 1ong.
Puong nhién, nang ciing biét minh khong thé tro mat nhin Quy chét trude
mit minh, cho di Quy c6 1am chuyén khong thé tha thir 4y hay khong.

Thé 13 L6 Than bén 6m thi thé Tiéu Huu, kho nhoc di vé phia noi & cia
Quy. Vi khong du strc nén Lo Than danh dé hai chan Tiéu Huu kéo 16 trén
dat, vé& ra mét vét dai.

Quy cling biét 101 n61 cia minh da khién Lo Than sa vao hon loan, bén
khong no1 gi nira ma cham cham di theo sau.

Nha Anh thi di bén canh Quy.

Sau khi vao trong phong, Lo Than dat thi thé Tiéu Huu lén dat, coi 4o toi
roi ngdi xudng bén canh. Nang nhan thay ludi cia Tiéu Huu thé ra khoi
ring, ngang bang vi moi. Dudi ngudi o phan chay ra lam ban y phuc. Lo
Thén dinh tdm rira cho thi thé cta Tiéu Huu, bén céi y phuc Tiéu Huu ra, 14t
nguoi nang lai, sau d6 lién nhin thay timg vét roi dudi 16p y phuc.

Vét roi chang chit khip lung, méng va dui Tiéu Huu, nhung khong c6 roi
nao lam rach da.

Hién nhién, tur ky thuat quét roi thuan thuc nay cling co thé doan duoc,
day déu 1a kiét tac cta Quy.

Lo Than con thay nhitng vét roi ndy chua hét bam, duong nhu déu 1a
nhitng vét thuong maoi tir ngdy hom qua. Ma than thé cta Tiéu Huu ciing
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tda ra mui thudce, tya hd sau khi phat Tiéu Huu xong, Quy lai thoa thudc tri
thuong cho nang.

“Quy, toi qua nguoi lai danh Tiéu Huu dting khong?”

(1 29

Lo Than gian dit hoi, nhung Quy khong tra loi.

“Khong 1& chinh nguoi di buc tir em ay? Bo dang dau dén dén khong
mudn séng nita khi nay chi 1a dién xuat ctia nguoi thoi u?”

Khong c6 hoi dap.

“Sao lai ndi tit ca moi nguoi déu do nguoi giét? Rét cude nguoi di lam
gi? Muc dich cua nguoi khi té1 Van Mong trach 1a gi? Gia tdc cua ta va
nguoi timg c6 4n 04n gi, sao phai pha hiy cudc song thudng ngiy cua ta -
Khong, nguoi da phé hity thé giéi sinh hoat cua ta...”

P6i mat voi Quy im lang khong dép, Lo Than khong thé dap tat lira gian
trong long minh. Nang nhit con dao sich Quy dé trén ban hom qua lén,
dung day di vé phia Quy. Nang khong c6 ¥ dinh 1am Quy bi thuong, chi hy
vong tht “binh khi” nho nhoi nay ¢ thé khién Quy mé miéng. Pung luc
nay, bén tai nang lai c6 tiéng kéu:

“DPung t&i1 day!”

Ban dau Lo Théan tudng d6 1a tiéng kéu ctia Quy. Nhung Quy trudc mat
nang khong hé nhtc nhich, méi vin mim chat. Nang dua mat nhin vé phia
Nha Anh ngéi bén Quy. Chi théy Nhi Anh nhdm chat mét, mat cui gém, hai

tay do hai bén tran, khan giong hét 1én:

“Lo Than, dat n6 xuong!”
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“Nha Anh ty, mugi...”
“Ping lam chuyén khong thé ctru van!”

Gigng cia Nha Anh da tré nén nghen ngao. LY Than chua tung thay
duong ty gian dit nhu vay, nén cling hiéu dugc dd nghiém trong cua su viéc,
nang ngoan ngodn dit con dao vé chd cil, roi lai ngdi xuong.

“Ciing phai no6i, may hom trudc ta con tréu choc dua gidn voi Tiéu Quy,
gid ngdm lai dung 1a kho ma tin noi. Vi sao moi chuyén lai thanh ra thé
nay? Pay la lan dau tién ta két ban tr khi sinh ra téi nay, ta thuc su rat vui
vé, thdm chi tuong rang co6 thé cung Tiéu Quy lam rat nhiéu chuyén ma
trudc day chua timg mo t6i, di dén rat nhiu noi chua timg biét toi. Ta
nhitng tudng cudc doi minh s& vi Quy ma thay d6i, nhimg tuéng nhd Quy
ma thé gidi s& rong mé vai ta. Tuy nhién gio dy, nhitg suy nghi ay khong
chi bi chirng minh la rit nuc cudi, ma con bi chirng minh 1a dang x4u hd.
Tat ca déu 1a 16i cua nguoi, déu 1a tai nguoi, Vu Lang Quy, néu khong gip
nguoi thi tt biét bao, néu nguoi khong téi Van Mong thi tot biét bao, néu
ngay tir dau nguoi di khong ton tai trén thé gian, chua timg duogc sinh ra thi
tt biét bao, vay thi s& khong c6 ngudi gip phai bat hanh.”

“Ta cling nghi vay. ‘Biét ta nhw thé, dirng sinh ra doi’.”

Quy tu giéu, lai mim cudi mia mai.

“ ‘Biét ta nhuwr the, dueng sinh ra doi’.”

Nhi Anh 13p lai ciu néi ctia Quy. Lo Than khong biét ddy 1a mot cau
trong Kinh Thi, nhung nang qua thuc c6 thé cam nhan duogc tdm tinh trong
cau d6. Lau nay, Lo Than luén cam ghét su tdn tai ciia ban than trén doi,
mdi khi phu than so sanh nang véi cac ty ty, nang luén cam thdy: Chi bang

minh khong duogc sinh ra. Gio thi nang da hiéu roi, du ban dén viéc cam
ghét ban than, nang cling con kém xa Quy dang ¢ trudc mat.
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Du sao, khi ndy L Than cling théy, Quy thuc su mudn chét.

R&t cude lac ndy Nha Anh ty dd néi gi v6i Quy? Lo Than mudn biét,
nhung khong hé hoi. Nang van dé y nhitng cau ma Quy néi lic trude hon.

“L6 Than, mudi di bao mot tiéng voi thiic phu chuyén cua Tiéu Huu. Ty
mong chung ta c6 thé cho Vu Liang quan mdt chiéc quan tai. Néu Vu Lang
quan khong muén dua di thé cta Tiéu Huu vé chon cat & Truong An, ching
ta c6 thé an tang Tiéu Huu & Van Mong.”

“Nhu vy ciing tot.” Quy thd dai, doi budc dén bén canh Tiéu Huu, ngdi
xuéng bén Lo Than, “Xin 13i, néu ta co6 thé phat hién sém hon mot chut...”

“Vay Vu Lang quéan, bdi cai chét cua Ti€éu Huu, nguoi cling da hiéu toan
bo chan tudng cua su viéc kia réi chu?”

Nha Anh hoi.
“Pung, ta cling biét hét r6i.”

“Ta mudn trd chuyén v61 nguoi mat Iic. Vé chuyén t6i 16i va trimg phat,
vé udc dinh cua ta va Giang Ly, vé Vu nif, vé cai chét va than linh. Néu
nguoi khoéng ngai, ta ciing mudn nghe thir suy nghi cia nguoi. Ta tudng
nguoi dau tién bj chét s& 1a ta, nhung két qua hién tai nam ngoai du doan
cua ta. Ky Y ty, co6 cd, Bach tién sinh, Giang Ly, ké ca Tiéu Huu, bon ho
déu 1a nhitng ngudi nén duogc song tiép, con ta thi khong biét vi sao lai song
dén ngay hom nay. Ta nghi, e rang ban dau la vi khong muén Ky Y ty dau
kho, sau d6 1a vi Giang Ly, cudi cung sinh ra tinh y, nén mai ma khong thé
ha quyét tam. LO Thén, noi thé nay c6 1€ mudi s€ tirc gian, nhung co méy
101 ty khong mubn dé muodi nghe duoc, mong mudi cod thé tranh di mét
chut.”

“Muoi1 hiéu.”
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L6 Than néi r6i ding day di ra khoi phong, trong 10ng lai dang 1én niém
chua xot.

“Ty s€ no1 nhanh thoi, mudi di mau vé mau nhé.”
“Ta nghi cling nén cho L) Than biét...”
Quy no1 nhu vay, song Nha Anh lai lac dau.

“Chuyén L Than nén biét, ta s& dich than noi véi con bé, vi mot 1an ta
khong thé tmg d6i nhiéu nguoi nghe nhu vay. Hon nita ta ciing so Lo Than
& day, Vu Ling quan khéng thé ndi ra suy nghi that cia ban than. Con
nguoi nguoi qué hién lanh, lai qua ngdc nghéch, that ra chua bao gid muén
1am ton thuong ai, nhung cudi cung déu khong duoc nhu mong mubn.”

Khi gigng néi cia Nha Anh vang vong trong phong, Lo Than da budc
vao trong man mua. Nang khong thé hiéu duoc dudng ty, trong mat nang,
Quy tan doc va khon khéo, thuc sy khong thé coi 14 hién lanh, ngdc nghéch.

Tai sao ca thé giéi déu dtimg vé phia Quy? Tai sao ¢6 ciing thé, Giang Ly
ty ciing thé, Nha Anh ty ciing thé, déu tin tudng con ngudi khong dang tin
nay? Tai sao minh thi khong dugc? Lo Than vira budce ra ngoai chung muoi
may budc thi d bi du loai suy nghi u &m dénh guc.

Nang budc ban than phai tin rang, Quy mdi 13 hung pham an niu sau
toan bo tn bi kich nay.
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Sau khi bao cho phu than tin Tiéu Huu da qua doi, Lo Than tro lai noi &
ctia Quy. Nha Anh thdy nang xuat hién & cira lién goi nang ngdi xubng, bao
rang chuyén bi mat vira ké xong roi.

“G10 ty va Vu Lang quan dang ban vé dé tai Vu nit. Lo Than cling ting
tham gia t€ bai, mudi thur néi ra quan di€m cta minh di.”

“Tiéu Huu thi cot chua lanh, di thé van nam truéc mat, mudi khong nd
ban vé nhitng chuyén khong dau.”

L6 Than tir chéi thang thimg.

“Néu Tieu Huu con song, han 1a rat to0 mo chu nhan cua em ay s¢€ dua ra
quan diém thé nao. Boi vay ty nghi thdo luan truéc mat em ay ciing khong
co gi khong on.”

“Ta cling nghi nhu vay.”
Quy nhiu may hua theo.

“Vay xin hay cho mudi dugc gitr im lang. Nguoi nhu mudi khong co tu
cach duogc goi 1a 'Vu nit', cho nén cling chang c6 gi hay ma noi ca.”

“Néu xét dén tu cach thi khong ¢6.” Quy néi, “Chi vi la trudng nit nén
méi dugce goi 1a 'Vu nhi', chuyén nay qua thuc vo 1y. Ta von khong mudn
ganh véc trong trach té bai cua gia toc, nhung troi sinh nhat dinh phai ganh
vac no, ta danh budc ban than hoc tap rat nhiéu 1y ludn cua nha Nho vé té
bai, cling hiéu mot chut 18 nghi cu thé. Pay 1a déu 1a nhitng tht ma ngudi
16m 4p dat cho ta.”
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“Ta ciing vay thoi. Puong nhién, ta khong bi cudp doat qua nhiéu thir chi
vi diéu 4y nhu Vu Ling quan... Thé nhung ciing nho than phin nay ma
ching ta nhan duoc rat nhiéu 'quyén luc' ma nguoi khac khong thé cham
t61, khong phai u?”

“Do 1a quyén luc gi co cht? La quyén dugc tron tranh céac loai viée vat
mét moi, hay 1a quyén duoc giao ti€p véi than linh?”

“Chiing ta déu dugc day bao vé nhac, vé 1€, day han 1a mot kiéu quyén

2

luc.
“Quyén dugc day bao... u?”

“Con gai ma, néu sinh ra trong nha nhac su, s¢ dugc day am nhac, ca
mua; néu sinh trong nha kinh su, s€ duoc hoc Kinh Thi va Kinh Lé*. Nhung
c6 thé kiém ca hai di€u nay, e rang chi c6 Vu nit nhu chiing ta ma thé1.”

* Con goi 1a Lé ky, 1a mot quyén trong bd Ngii Kinh, twong truyén do cic mén dé cua Khong T
thoi Chién Qudc viét, ghi chép céc 18 nghi thoi trudc.

“Nhung ta nghe néi thoi tho 4u ciia Nha Anh ty khong may vui vé.”

“C6 18 ta chua timg c6 thoi tho au. Tir khi biét ghi nhd t6i gio, ngay nao
ta cling hoc 18, tap nhac. Hon nita phu than rat nghiém khic vai ta, doc tho
cling thé, dién tu cling thé, chi can sai mot chut 1a s& danh ta. Nhung ta
cling vira noi roi, day déu 1a sy tra gia cho viéc nhan dugc quyén luc.
Hudng chi thoi nho hon nhién ngde nghéch, néu chi vui choi dua nghich thi
gid ta ciing chang con nhd gi hét, chi lang phi cudc doi ma théi. Du sao ta
cling rat hoai niém nhing thang ngay dau dén ma cuc kho ay.”

“Tinh hinh cua ta kha hon mot chut. Vi ta da s6m nhan ra, cudc doi ta

khong thudc vé chinh minh, du ra lam gi di chang nita thi déu lam theo ky
vong cua nguoi khac ma thoi. Than la trudng nt, "Vu nhi', ky vong cua
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nguoi 16n suyt nita bire tir ta. C6 diéu ta da tim ra bién phap ung pho, hay
n6i dung hon, ta da nghi ra cach dé 'gianh lai' cuéc doi minh.”

“Vu Lang quan 1am nhu thé nao?”

“Chi can 1am moi tht tét hon ky vong ctia bon ho 1a duoc. Phan vuot qua
d6 chinh 1 cudc doi cua riéng ta. Cho dui trong mot quang thoi gian rat dai,
chuyén ta dugc cho phép lam cuc ky c6 han, nhung & mot mirc d§ nao do
hoan toan do ta quyét dinh, d6 gan nhu 1a v6 han.”

“Day qua thuc la nhan sinh quan qua muc tich cuc ma ching ta khong
thé hiéu dugc.”

“Nhung sau d6 ta nhan ra, du lam vay thi ban than van sé& thiy trong
vang, hing hut, thay duc vong ctia minh khéng dugc thdéa man. Ta nhan ra
nguyén nhan khién minh thy tréng vang khong phai vi ta duoc phép lam
qué it chuyén, ma vi ta dang song trong khong gian sinh hoat qua nho. Bai
vay ndm muoi 1am tudi, ta d dé xuat nguyén vong véi phu than...”

“Du ngoan u?”

“Um, di day d6 du ngoan theo doi budn cua gia tdc.”

“Xuét thin ctia nguoi dung 13 lam ngudi ta hAm mo.”

“Néu ban vé xuét than, ta lai rit hAm mo Nhi Anh ty ty, co td tién dang
dugc ca tung, co thé hoc tap 18 ¢ cua dat S& ma khong mot ai biét, hon nita
tir nho da duoc tiép xtc voi rat nhidu cong cu phuc vu 1& nghi luu truyén tir
thoi Chién Qudc. Ta ching quan xa x6i bon ba dén Van Mong ciing chi vi
mudn tin mat thay nhimng thtr d6, con Nha Anh ty thi lai duoc tiép xuc voi
chang tir nho.”

“Nhung thé ciing c6 nghia 1a ta ludn bi rang budc v6i ving dat nay.” Nha

Anh th¢ than, “Thuc ra ta khong thé roi khoi Van Mong nira. Ta ludn nghi,
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gia tdc nay truyén tGi thé hé ta 1a da cham hét. Suy cho cung, chang bao lau
nita, cai nghé Vu nit nay ciing sé tuyét tich thoi.”

“Vay chua biét dugc. Vi Vu nir von c6 hai loai. Mot loai tham gia té bai,
trude 18 té thi hai co thom, trai gidi tim goi*, trong 1€ té thi biéu dién ca
mua, bay t6 long thanh kinh vé6i than linh. Con loai Vu nit kia luu lac trong
dan gian, khi an khi hién trén pho cho, boi toan, chita bénh, goi hon cho
nguoi khéc, thu phi dé nudi song ban than. Chi co loai Vu nit dau tién 1a s&
tuyét tich. Loai Vu nit thr hai co thé tu lyc canh sinh, tir nguoil dan binh
thuong dén quan lai quy tdc déu khong thé roi bod bon ho, nén c¢é 18 ho s&
t6n tai mai mai, cho t6i cai ngdy ma than linh rudng bo loai ngudi.”

* Thoi co trudc khi cung té nguoi ta thwong tam ria sach sé, khong uong rwou, an thit, kiéng do

man dé t6 long thanh kinh véi than Phdt t6 tién.

“Trudc day ta da nghi, li¢u ban than c6 thé tré thanh loai Vu nit thi hai
khong, bdi vay da doc mot it sach thudc. Gio ngam lai dung 1 ta d3 lo xa
roi. Ta nghe néi Vu Lang quén rat gioi boi toan...”

“Néu mdt ngay gia canh sa sut, co 1€ ta s€ ra ngoai lam ngudi xem boi
doan ménh.”

“Song hom nay ta mudn thao luan voi nguoi vé loai Vu nit thi nhét -
Duong nhién, hi¢n gio chung ta la nhitng Vu nit nhu vdy. Vu Lang quéan cho
rang, 13 mot Vu nit thi phai lam gi?”

“Ludn phai 'truyén ba than dao', ddy 13 bon phan cua Vu nit. Chi 1a trudc
khi dua ra cai nhin cia minh, ta muén nghe thir quan diém cta Nhi Anh
ty.”

“Ta cho rang Vu nir khong c6 vai trd o thé gi6i than linh, ma & thé gisi
con ngudi.” Nhia Anh nghiém nghi néi, “Vu nit dai dién cho than linh s
dung quyén luc tran gian. C6 rat nhiéu ngudi din ra kién giai cua to tién ta
1a Quan Xa Phu khi 13p luan vé quan hé gitra chinh tri va ton gido, cho réng

https://thuviensach.vn



¥ ctia ong ay 1a thanh 1ap mot quéc gia hop nhat giita chinh tri va ton gido,
phuong thirc cu thé 1a diung quyén luc thé tuc dé khong ché quyén luc ton
gido. Nhung ta ludn nghi, giai thich nhu vay vén la sai lam. Kién giai cua
Vu Ling quan trong bira tiéc cling chua chic da dung véi y tuong ban dau
cia Quan Xa Phy. Nguoi ciing trich din cdu néi quan trong nhét kia:
'Chuyén Hiic chap nhan, bén 1énh cho quan Nam chinh 13 Trong quan 1y cac
su vu lién quan dén troi va chu than, lai 1énh cho quan Hoa chinh 1a Lé
quan 1y cac sy vu lién quan dén dat va dan chung, gitp khoi phuc quy ci
ngay xua, khong con xdm pham 13n nhau nita', nhung sau d6 kién giai cta
nguoi lai pham vao mot sai 1am nghiém trong. Thuc ra nguoi cling di noi,
‘Nén mong 1ap qubc ctia nude S& khong phai 1a vii luc ma 14 vu thuat. Tu
d6 c6 thé suy ra, SO vuong thoi éy vura la mét vi quan vuong thé tuc, vira 1a
mot phap su dugc ton sung ¢ vi tri toi thuong.” Ta nghi quan diém nay kha
sat voi thuc té, co diéu, tai sao nguoi khéng men theo mach suy nghi nay
ma tim hiéu cau héi ctia Quan Xa Phu? Vu Ling quan, ta néi t6i day han la
nguoi da hiéu y ta, c6 18 & ddy Chuyén Hac khéng phai mot dé viong binh
thuong, ma nguoc lai, 6ng dy...”

“Y ty 1a, ong ay ciing 1 phap su tdi cao, dung khong?”

“Pung thé. Y ta 13, quyén luc chinh tri ciia Chuyén Huc thyc té dén tir
quyén luc ton gido. Boi vi ban than 6ng ay la phap su tdi cao, khai sang
than dao quéc gia ‘Tuyét dia thién thong’, nén maéi thanh ké théng tri thé
tuc, cai quan van dan, thanh 1ap ché do tip quyén. Pé vuong thoi Thuong
cd déu 1a nhu vay, cho téi thoi An Thuong van 1a nhu thé. Ching ta thudng
noi, ‘Nguoi An tin quy’, thuc ra day la mot sy hiéu 1am, & thoi An Thuong,
vuong gia con kiém thém than phan phap su. S¢ duoc thanh 1ap vao cudi
thoi Thuong dau thoi Chu, boi vy ngay dau 1ap qudc thi phong tuc van nhu
thé. Chi 1a tinh hinh phét sinh bién héa. Chu V& nuong danh bai nguoi An
bang vil luc, nguoi An khong phuc nén dau thoi Chu ¢ rat nhiéu phan loan.
Boi vy Chu V& vuong bén phan ngudi trong toc minh dén dat cii cia An
Thuong, cho bon ho nim quan tran 4p nhiing ké con trung thanh véi An
Thuong, tir 6 thanh 1ap ché d6 phong kién mdi, quyén luc moi dan dan tap
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trung trong tay ké manh vé vii lyc. Quy tdc nudi phap su ¢ nha, dé bon ho
hau ha minh. Ta nghi day 1a mdt kiéu ché d6 hoan toan sai 1am, sy loan lac
sau khi triéu Chu doi sang phia Pong va su tan bao ctiia Tan vuong cling boi
vay ma sinh ra. Néu mudn chidm dut loan lac, 1ap lai thai binh, ta cho réng
bién phap tot nhat khong phai 1a viéc thay d6i nién hiéu hay sic phuc, ciing
khong phai tin twong nha Nho, ma nén xay dung lai mot chinh quyén cua
cac phap su, dé cac phap su nam giit quyén luc thé tuc mot 1an nira...”

“Hoa ra da tam cua Nha Anh ty 1a nhu vay...”

“Pau thoi Chu, Chu Cong(1) lap 1& soan nhac, xay dung ché do mai léy
quy toc quan su lam chi dao, pha bo truyén thong chinh tri ton gido hop
nhat ciia thoi An Thuong. Nam trim niam sau, Khong Tir san dinh Kinh Thi,
Kinh Thu, viét nén Kinh Xudn Thu, cin nhic nhirng cai dugc va chua duoc
ctia ché d6 thoi Ha, Thuong, Chu, mudn lap ra mot ché d6 m&i mudn doi
khong d6i. Thé r6i nha Nho doi sau da dua theo tu twong cua ong dé viét
nén Vuong ché(2). Nhung theo ta thay thi ban du thao chinh tri ndy ciing
chi dugc stra doi thém thit mot chit so véi ché d6 do Chu Cong 1ap ra ma
théi. Ri nam trdam niam sau do, nha Chu sup dd, nha Tan tan bao chi ton tai
trong thoi gian rat ngan, nha Han hung thinh hon trim nim song lai noi
theo thoi hung tan ciia Tan Chinh(3). Két qua 1a kéo dai t6i duong kim
hoang thuong, day binh thao phat Hung No, cuc ky hiéu chién, khién dat
nudc ki€t qué; lai lam 18 Phong Thién(4), tin dung thuat si. Méy trd cau tién
héi quy nuc cuoi biét bao, vy ma éng ta 1am hoai khong mét, chang nhiing
khong thiy sai ma con chang biét nhuc. Theo ta thay thi dat nudc nay da di
dén bo vuc suy tan, khong cai cach khong duge. Chiang phai nha Nho
thuong rat chu y téi su d6i 1ap giira ‘Chat’ va “Vian’ w(5)? Ta nghe noi nha
Nho goi An Thuong 1a ‘Chat gia’, goi nha Chu 1a ‘Vian gia’, cho rang hai
loai tinh than ‘Chat’ va ‘Vian’ ndy dang khong ngimg ludn phién thay doi.
Vay thi thoi dai cua ching ta ¢6 thé coi nhu su két thuc cia ‘Van’. Mubn
ctru vot cac loai t€ doan vao tho1 mat van cua ‘Van’ thi phai chon ché o
ciia ‘Chat gia’ lan nira, khién chinh tri ton gido hop nhat, Vu gia(6) cam
quyén. Ttr thoi Chu Cong dén thoi chung ta vira tron mot ngan nim, mot
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ngan nam nay 1a thoi dai ma ché d6 va gido hoa do ong ta lap ra duoc luu
hanh khap thién ha, con tir nay trd di, chung ta phai thanh 1ap vuong qudc
ngan nam thudc vé Vu gia.”

(1) Tén that la Co Pdn, con goi la Thiic Pan, Chu DPdn hay Chu Van Céng, la cong than khai

quéc nha Chu trong lich sir Trung Quéc.
(2) Mot thién trong Kinh Lé (Lé ky). Vicong ché nghia la ché dé vieong triéu.
(3) Tirc Tan Thiyy Hodng.

(4) “Phong” la té troi, “Thién” la té dat. Pdy la dién Ié té bdi troi dat c6 quy mé I6n cua dé

viwong Trung Quéc thoi xwa khi thdi binh thinh thé hodc troi gidng diém lanh.

(5) O day, “Chat” la chat phéac, “Van” la van nhd. Lud@n ngi¥ c¢é cau: Chdt phdc thang van nhd
thi la nguoi qué mia, van nhd thang chdt phéc thi la ngwoi chép sir (giit viéc van thw), van va chat

déu nhau méi la nguoi qudan tir.
(6) Phap su, phit thity, thday phap.

“La mot Vu nit, ta rit mudn ché do nhu vay cO thé thue hién dugc. Tuy
nhién phap su chiing ta sao c6 thé chong lai ca mot quoc gia? Néu 1a nam
phap su thi con co thé nghi cach 1am quan, cudi cung...” Quy khong dam
noi ra bén chit “khdi binh muu phan”, bén dimg lai gidy lat roi noi tiép,
“Theo ché d6 hién tai thi e 1a ca doi nhitng Vu nit nhu ching ta cling khong
thé nam gitr cai goi 1a quyén luc chinh tri. Nhd Anh ty ty, rét cudc ty dinh
hoan thanh nhing tu tuéng nay thé nao?”

“Nit tr mubén tham gia vao quyén luc chinh tri, c6 1€ chi ¢c6 mot con
duong duy nhét. Ta va Giang Ly ting thao luan rdi, dén cudi cing ciing
khong nghi ra dugc bién phap khac.”

“Y ty 1a...”

“Um, ta nghi, 1a mgt Vu nit thi phai chép nhan dung than thé ctia minh dé

phung su Quan vuong.”
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“Qua 1a nhu thé.” Quy cam than, “Giang Ly ty ty doc long nghién ctru
am nhac, cling vi muc dich nay u?”

“Plng thé. Vi Vé Hoang hau*, Ly Phu nhan** déu nho 4m nhac moi
dugc sing &i, nén ty 4y nghi rang phuong phap nay dang dé thir mot lan.
Pay 1a 1y tuong chung cta ching ta, tiéc 1a gid chi con lai minh ta, e rang
khong thé thyc hién duoc no.”

* Tuwee Ve Twr Phu, la vi Hoang hau thir hai duoi triéu Han Vi @é Lueu Triét.
** Mot phi tan rat dwoc sing di ciia Han Vii dé.
“Néu cung ta vé Truong An thi van con c6 co hdi.”

“Quéd muon r6i. Khong cé su tng hd cua ty 4y, ta chang thé 1lam duoc gi
hét. Ta chi 1a mot ké sa vao vong tuong, dén kha nang sinh t6n co ban ciing
khong c6. Hudng chi thoi diém ma chung ta sinh ra khong tot, Hoang
thuong da gia, Thai tir cudng thinh, ching ta vén nghi mot ngudi s& vao
Dich dinh*, mot nguoi s€ vao Pong cung, nhu vay kha nang thanh cong sé
16n hon mot chat. Tuy ta ciing biét rang, mang theo 1y tudng thay doi quoc
gia ma vao hau cung, trong mat ngudi ngoai nhat dinh 1a mot hanh vi nuc
cudi va khong biét lugng strc minh.”

* Noi o cua phi tan trong cung.
S S

“Ty cho ta biét toan bo suy nghi ciia minh, con ta lai khong thé 1am gi
cho ty, ta thay khong cam 1ong.”

“Vay thi Vu Lang quan hdy cho ta biét tat ca suy nghi ctia minh di. Du
sao chuyén d3 téi nudc nay, ta ciing chang thé gitp duoc gi cho nguoi.”

“Xin dimg noi nhitng 161 budn ba nhu vay, may hém nay di c6 qua nhiéu
chuyén dau thuong rdi. Nghe xong kién giai ciia Nhd Anh ty ty, ta bong

https://thuviensach.vn



thiy ban than that 1a nong can, suy nghi ctia ta khong thé néi ra 1am ban 16
tai ngudi khac duoc. Nhung néu khong noi ra ¢ day thi ¢ 18 sau nay ciing
khong con co hdi néi véi bat ky ai nira.”

Dut 10i, Quy thoang dua mat nhin Lo Than dang ngdi & cira, chi thay
nang dang cti dau chiam chil nhin mat dat, duong nhu khong ban tim t4i
d6i thoai cua hai ngudi. Song Quy biét: Co rat nhiéu 10i thuc ra Nha Anh
dang néi cho L Than nghe.

“Véi quyén luc thé tuc, ta chang c6 da tdm gi. Ta luén nghi du déc hét
tam huyét va tudi xuan dé theo dudi quyén lyc thi cudi cing van phi cong
v6 ich. Vuong hau khanh tudéng déu sé& hoa thanh mot nim cat vang, boi
vay ta tha quay dau soi xét lai ban nga.”

“ ‘Ban ngd’ 1a chi diéu gi?”

“Ban nga la canh gi61 ma ban than co6 thé dat dén. Ta theo dudi mot trang
thai la: Khi dén véi ta thi khoang cach gifta than va nguoi, xua va nay,
nguoi va ta hoan toan bién mat.”

“Hoi kho hiéu, xin nguoi hdy giai thich thém. Ta timg nghe ciu ‘Sdng
nghe giang dao, t6i chét ciing vui’, tuy gid 3 khong phai budi sang, nhung
c6 18 ta ciing khong song dugc dén chiéu ta.”

“Ping néi nhimg 161 khong may man nhu vay, Nhd Anh ty ty s& song
tiép. Tuy rang cai chét va su séng von chi cach nhau mot duong ranh gidi,
ma cai chét von khong nén 1a chuyén khung khiép déng so, song chi hudéng
cta ty van ton tai, van séng sot, mot khi chét di thi ty khong thé hoan thanh
Iy tuong nay nita. Con thir ma ta theo dudi thi c6 khi chét rdi lai dé dat dugc

29

hon.

“Trén do1 nay con co6 thir chét roi lai dé dat dugce hon u?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Trén do1 nay duong nhién la khong c6. Trong Trang Tw ¢ mot cau
chuyén thé nay: Ly Co 13 con gai ctia mot vi tudng soai gitt bién gidi, khi bi
ga dén nudc Tan, nang khoc nic nd té tai. Nhung khi & bén Tan vuong,
cing an cing ngu voi Tan vuong, séng sung sudng thi lién héi han, thim
nghi lac trude minh khong nén khoc nhu vay. Tic 14 tham séng so chét chi
1a mot suy nghi phién dién ma thoi, chét rat c6 thé con tot hon séng, to1 khi
chung ta roi vao hoan canh nhu ¢ gai trong cau chuyén kia, biét dau lai
cuoi nhao ban than ngay trude.”

“Ta ctr nghi cai géc ciia Vu Lang quin chinh 1a Nho hoc, khong ngd
nguoi ciing tan dong hoc thuyét Pao gia.”

“ “Tram song d6 vé mot bién’, thuc ra dao 1y cua cac hoc gia khép thé
gian déu gidng nhau. Trong L& thu ctia Nho gia da viét ‘Chuing sinh déu sé
chét, chét sé vé véi dat’, day chinh la quy. ‘Xac thit dwoc chon xuéng " muc
nat trong dat, hoa thanh cat bui. ‘Khi tir xdc thit bay 1én’, hoa thanh dém
sang c6 thé thdy duogc, toa ra mui huong c6 thé ngiri dugc, khién ngudi ra u
uat. Pay chinh 1a tinh khi cta sinh vat, 13 biéu hién cu thé cua than linh.
Pay 1a nguyén 1y giai thich quy than, ma cac hinh thirc té bai do nha Nho
1ap ra ciing déu coi day 1a co s¢ 1y luan. Theo quan diém ctia nha Nho thi
chét khong phai chuyén dang so, chi can con chau gioi giang, tong miéu
khong bi huy thi ngudi chét van duoc hudng vat té do con chau dang 1én.”

“Vay nén Vu Lang quan cho rang cai chét tot hon sy song?”

“Ta khong cho 1a nhu vay. Bdi vi khi con song ngudi ta co viée can lam,
vi dy nhu van dé tong miéu ta vira nhac dén. Néu khi con sdng nguoi ta
khong cd gang 1am an, gy dung san nghiép, khién gia toc suy yéu thi con
chau khong thé tiép tuc té bai tong miéu, ngudi chét ciing khong thé hudng
thu do vat doi sau dang 1én. Tuy nhién ta khong theo dudi nhitng diéu nay,
ma ta mudn ton tai cung than linh.”

“Than. .. linh?”
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“Pling, theo din ching ta vira néi, khi nguoi ta chét di, ‘Khi tir xdc thit
bay Ién’. Vay tirc 1a khi chét di thi linh hon & trén troi, Ay ciling 13 ton tai
cung than linh.”

“Ké ra, c6 rat nhiéu than linh chung ta thd phung, khi con song déu la
vua chta, quan lai, khi chét rdi méi trd thanh than linh.”

“Plng thé. Chung ta séng trong mot thdi dai tin ngudng hon loan, hé
théng than linh cta Thuong cd tam dai* va tridu dai nay chéng chit 1én
nhau, khién nguoi ta dau dau nhirc 6¢c. Song ta tin rang tit ca than linh déu
12 mét, con nguoi sau khi chét, hon sé quay vé d6 - Gidng nhu trdim song do
vé mot bién.”

* Ba triéu dai sém nhat trong lich sir Trung Quéc - Ha, Thwong, Chu.
“Ta khong hiéu y cua nguoi lam.”

“Khéac véi cach 1y giai ciia nha Nho cii, ta cho rang sau khi chét con
nguoi khong tdn tai linh hon riéng bi¢t, ma sau khi trai qua mdt hanh trinh
thi linh hon sé& bay 1én troi, hoa vao trong mot ‘tong thé’ cac linh hon. O do,
gidi han gitta minh va nguoi khac s& bién mat, sy khac biét giita ngudi xua
va nguoi nay ciing khong con ton tai nita. Tan bién ¢ d6 c6 nghia 1a nguoi
da tro thanh tit ca moi ngudi, ma tit ca moi nguoi cling di trd thanh
nguoi.”

“Nguoi noi nghe qua huyén diéu, ta thuc sy khong thé hiéu duoc.”

“Khi ndy ta da noi dén viéc ta ludn cb gang x6a bo sy khac biét giit than
va nguoi, Xxua va nay, nguoi va ta, ma theo ta thay thi chi co cai chét méi
lam duoc diéu nay. Khi chét di, hon bay 1én cao, s& x6a bo khac biét gitta
than va nguoi. Khi linh hon cia tat ca nguoi chét hoa lam mot thi s& x6a bo
khac biét giita xua va nay, ngudi va ta. Nhitng canh giéi ma khi con song
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con ngudi ta khong ngimg theo dudi song khong thé cham vao, thyc ra chi
can di 1a s& dat duoc ngay lap tic.”

“Theo nhu nguoi néi thi séng dé lam gi?”

“Nhan gian chira day dau kho, ai song trén doi ciing phai chiu nhiing ndi
kho khac nhau. Boi vay ta cho rang y nghia ctua sy song cling nam ¢ day.”

“Song 1a dé kho cuc?”

“Khong, v nghia cua sy song nam & cho thong qua no luc cia nguoi dé
giam bdt no1 kho cua chinh minh, cling giam bt nd1 kho cia nguot khac,
khién no1 kho ciia moi nguoi 1a nho nhat.”

“Phai thuc hién diéu nay thé nao?”

“Piéu nay can mot ngudi day 1ong quan tAm hién thé nhu Nha Anh ty ty
cd gang thuc hién.”

“Vay Vu Lang quan nghi chuyén minh can 1am 1a gi?”

“Tim kiém mot phuong phap khién nguoi ta dat dén trang théi tir vong
ngay khi con séng, dong thoi day phuong thirc nay cho ngudi khac. Ngoai
ra, khuyén con ngudi ta binh than don nhan cai chét ma minh khong thé
trén tranh.”

“Sao lai goi 1a ‘dat dén trang thai tir vong ngay khi con song’?”

“Pon gian thoi, tir vong c6 nghia 1a thé x4c va linh hon tach roi, “Xdc thit
diroc chén xuong’, ‘Khi tir xdc thit bay lén’. Tuc 13, sé di khi con song con
nguoi khong c6 duge sy gia thoat, khong thé x6a bo céc gi61 han, thyc ra
déu 1a boi su rang budc cua thé xac. ‘Tai hoa cia ta déu tir than ta mad ra’,
chinh 1 nhu thé. Boi vay ta dang nghi lidu c6 cach nao cé thé khién linh
hén tu do ngoai thé xac khi ngudi ta con séng hay khong. Sau d6 ta nghi ra.
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Liéu Nhi Anh ty ty di timg gip trudng hop nay chua: Khi chip 18 hoic tau
nhac, vi qua tip trung nén gan nhu danh mat chinh minh? Hodc 1a giao luu
v6i than linh, nguoi xua khi dang suy tudng...”

“P3 timg, nhung d6 chi 1 nhitng khoang khac thoang qua ma thoi.”

“P6 chinh 13 canh gidi tuy song ma chét ta dang theo dudi. Néu co thé
van dung moét k¥ thuat hoac dung mot loai thudc nao doé dé kéo dai trang
thai 4y thi tot biét bao. Chi can phat hién ra phuong phap d6 thi ta nhat dinh
s& truyén ba nd cho nguoi doi, dé tit ca moi nguoi déu cé thé cam nhan
dugc hanh phtc cua cai chét.”

“Vi ting c6 trdi nghiém tuong ty nén Vu Lang quan mdi ngd ra mon
‘Tri€t hoc vé cai chét’ nay u?”

“Puing thé.” Quy gat dau, “Nam mudi bon tudi, ta ting nga khoi lung
ngua, xuong cot gan nhu nat hét, chi con sét lai mot hoi thd cudi cing, mé
man sudt hai thang mai tinh lai. Khi dy rd rang ra da lot vao ranh gidi gitra
su sdng va cai chét, nhung ciing khong thay dau kho - Trai lai, khi tinh day,
ta lap tirc cam nhan sy dau don, nudéc Hoa Tu ma ta mo théy diung 1a chdn
cuc lac. Trong mo ta da trai qua rat nhiéu chuyén kho ma dién ta bang 10i,
song vi khong thé dién ta bang 101 nén lau dan, ndi dung gidc mo ciing tré
nén mo hd. Nhung khi ta mé mai lam mot chuyén gi d6 thi cam giac quen
thudc Ay lai xuat hién - Giéng nhu nam dudi ddy hd ma van c6 thé ho hap
thoai mai, c6 thé nhin thiy anh mit troi 1ap lanh trén mat ho, roi canh hoa
roi xudng ho chim xubng day nudc, luon toi trude mit ta. Bén tai ta thuong
xuyén vang 1én tiéng thi thdm cta cac hoc gia co dai, doc nhirng 101 1€ trong
kinh thu, cling c6 nhiing thir ta chua bao gio doc, hoac la nhitng 101 day
khong con luu truyén téi ngay nay. Mai t6i gio, khi nghe dugc cau ‘Sdng
nghe gidang dao, t6i chét ciing vui’, ta méi chot hiéu ra, c6 1& minh da chét
r0i, luc nay ta dang & thé gidi cua ngudi chét. Dan dan, ta cam thay thé xac
minh dang bién mat, hoa thanh nhiing d6m sang nhu dom dém, tan dan tan
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dan trong ho nudc. Ma c¢o 1€ ho nudc ay chinh 1a do hon phach cta cac hién
triét xua hoi tu ma thanh

'79

Noi téi ddy, Quy nham mat lai, hit sdu mot hoi.

“Cudi cung ta van tinh lai, diéu ndy rat dang tiéc, nhung ciing khong sao.
Mot ngdy nao dé ta con co thé vé d6, hoa 1am mot véi ngudi xua. Ma trude
d6, ta s& dua trai nghiém va dao 1y ma minh ngd ra di khap thé gian, dé
nguoi doi khong con s hii cai chét. Py chinh 13 cach ‘truyén ba than dao’
cta ta. Nguoi khac khong thé chap nhan duogc cach giai thich cia ta vé
‘truyén b4 than dao’ trong ‘Dich’, nhung ta s thuc hi¢n no...”

“Xin nguoi hay noi ky hon.”

“Thanh 13p gido phai riéng cua minh, dat ra gido ly cua riéng minh, thu
nap gido d6 thd phung minh, cudi cung tién hanh gido hoa cuia minh voi
thién ha, d6 chinh 13 ‘truyén ba than dao’! Trén day chinh 13 su 1y giai cua
ta vé trach nhiém cta Vu nit.”

“Vay phai lam sao moi1 dat duge muc dich ‘truyén ba than dao’? Ta théy
diéu nay hinh nhu con kho thue hién hon ca nguyén vong cia ta lac trude.
Bdéi1 vi nguyén vong cua ta chi can co quyén luc 1a s€ thuc hién duoc, con
nguoi lai mudn nguoi khac tén tho minh.”

“Chi c6 mot phuong phap, dé 13 sang tac. Pay 1a viéc nit tir cling co6 thé
lam duogc... Nhd Anh ty ty c6 biét lich sir luu truyén ctua Thirong Thu
khong?”

“Cling timg nghe ké loang thoang. Khi Thuy Hoang d6t sach thi da dét
hét Thirong Thu trong thién ha. Khi nha Han hung thinh, Vin Dé lai phai
Triéu Thac t6i chd tién si Phuc Sinh thoi Tan dé hoc tdp Thuong Thu, cubi
ciing mdi viét nén hai muoi chin chuong nhu hién gio chung ta thay.”
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“Nhung ta tung nghe d¢ tor ctia Phuc Sinh, Ngu stir Bai phu Nghé Khoan
tién sinh qua cd noi, thyc ra khi ay nguoi day Triéu Thac vé Thuwong Thu
khong phai ngai Phuc Sinh da hon chin muoi tudi, ma la con gai ciia 6ng ay.
Vay thi cong hién ciia con gai Phuc Sinh véi hoc véan cua tridu dai ching ta
1a khong thé dém hét, nhung cudi ciing nang van an sau lich sir ma khong
dugc ai biét t6i, su tich cling bi chon vui khong dau vét. Chuyén nay da anh
hudéng 16n dén ta, khién ta hiéu ra mot dao 1y rat d& hiéu: Néu nhat dinh
phai chon 14y hay bo gitta hu danh va cong lao thuc té, ta van s& chon diéu
th(r hai. Trong Ta thi Xudn Thu c6 ‘ba diéu bat hu’, tic ‘lap duc, lap ngon,
1ap cong’. Thyc ra ta khong hé tin vao cach noi nay. Boi vi ta da doc dugc
rat nhiéu sach c6 ma khong ré nguoi bién soan 1a ai, nhung nhiing trudc tac
nay qua thuc c6 anh huong sau xa dén doi sau. Boi vay chi can viét ra, dé
lwu truyén nic danh, tuy khéng dugc huéng thanh danh muén thud nhung
van du dé hoan thanh tim nguyén cua ta.”

“Ta nhé ra, nguyén van trong Chu Dich 13 ‘Thdnh nhédn dimg cich truyén
véi dao than dé lam thién ha tin phuc.” Chu ngir 1a Thanh nhan ma khong
phai Vu nit. Boi vay Vu Ling quén 4, e 1a diéu nguoi dang theo dudi khong
phai chuyén ma mot Vu nit nho nhé ¢6 thé 1am dugc.”

“Vu nit tham gia té 18, tAu nhac ca mua chi 1a Vu nit mot thoi, mot doi.
Con ta thi mudn trd thanh mot Vu nit vinh hang. Nho gia goi Khong Tir 1a
‘TS vuong’, boi vi 6ng Ay khong co dia vi vuong gia nhung lai 1ap ra tiéu
chuan vuong gia cho doi sau. Chuyén ta mudn 1am ciing vdy thoi, du ta
khong thé tham gia té bai nita, ciing khong thé ca mua nita, ma gia di, qua
doi, thanh danh mai mot, nhung chi can ‘quy chuan’ ta dinh ra con ton tai,
chi can ‘y nguyén’ ta gtri gam dén thoi dai hién tai va twong lai con ton tai,
chi can ‘gido 1y° ma ta pho bién cho thé gian khong bién mét, chi cin nhimng
thir ta viét ra con c6 nguoi doc, thi ta chinh 1a Vu nit vinh hang khong bao
gid nglmg ca mua trudc mat than linh. Trén day chinh 13 nguyén vong, da
tam va t01 nghiét co thé mac phai cua ta.”

Pao va tho di hét, nguyén séng véi thoi gian.
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Nghe xong, Nhd Anh bén thd dai mot tiéng,. L6 Than cling vo cung kinh
s0, dau toat md hoi. Nang cam nhan dugc su chan thanh tir trong giong noi
ctia Quy, cho di nang khong muén chap nhan con ngudi Quy nhu vay.

“Quy, nguoi la mot ké gidi nguy bién.” Lo Than budc minh néi nhu thé,
“Nguoi néi nguoi mudn giam bét ndi dau ctia moi ngudi nhung hanh dong
ctia nguoi chi lam ton thuong ngudi khac ma théi. it nhat néu nguoi khong
noi nhu vay, Tiéu Huu s& khong chét.”

“Trudec bang ching to cao ti 161 ciia minh, Lo Than, ta khong phan béac
nguoi. Pung 1a néu khi 4y ta khong noéi nhitng cau d6, Tiéu Huu sé khong
chét.”

Quy nhin thi thé caa Tiéu Huu, néi v6i nét mit u am. Lo Than dua vao
cdu tra 101 ctia nang, xac nhan gia thiét trong 1ong: Vi Quy ra 1énh cho Tiéu

Huu ro1 khéi minh, nén Tiéu Huu moi tu sat.

“Nguoi hiéu la duge roi. Du sau nay nguoi c6 lam gi chiang nira, ta hy
vong nguoi khong bao gid quén dugce tdm trang cua ngay hom nay.”

“Lam sao ta quén dugc, nhitng trai nghiém nay déu da bién thanh noi dau
cua ta. Chi co6 vay, ta méi thay dugc rang su ra di cua moi nguoi khong hé
vo ich...”

“Rét cude nguoi dang noi gi? Ta nghe khong hiéu.”

“Co nhiing chuyén ta khong mong nguoi biét, nhung néu nguoi lai hoi
ta, ta cling danh no6i that véi nguoi...”

Pung luc 4y, Quan Nhi Anh ngdi bén Quy chot ding day.

“Lo Than, ty mudn té1 mdt noi.”
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Nha Anh noéi. Quy bi€t nang ndi nhu vady vi mudn ngat 161 minh, nén
cling khong néi tiép.

“Nha Anh ty, mudi mét ro1, mudi khong muon di dau ca.”

“Ty c6 vai 161 mudn noi riéng véi mugi, hon nita ty nghi chi ¢c6 ¢ noi do
thi ty mé1 nd1 16 moi chuyén duge. Co 1€ day la 1an cuoi cung ty tuy hing,
hy vong mudi c¢6 thé hoan thanh tam nguyén cua ty.”

“Nha Anh ty cling biét, mudi khong giodi cu tuyét nguoi khac... Nhung
mudi van muén hoi moét cdu, Nhd Anh ty mudn di dau?”

“Nha cii - mudi con nhé khong? Noi ta sinh ra va 1on 1én tir nhd, cling 1a
noi cha me huynh d¢ ta qua doi.”

Cau tra 16i ciia Nha Anh khién Lo Than kinh ngac, ciing 1am nang bat an.
Nang tham biét chuyén nhat dinh phai ké ¢ d6 chac chan rat dau thuong.
Gan déy tinh than ctia nang ludn hoang hét lo 4u, so rang da dén bo vuc cla
su suy sup. Lo Than chang hé hay biét, chuyén Nhia Anh mudn néi sé& khién
nang khong chi dau thuong khong thoi.

Nhin tir két qua thi c6 thé thdy, trudc thé gian u 4m mong mudi, trai tim
thuan khiét tho ngay ctua Lo Than ciing d hoan toan v nat.
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4]

Nhi Anh ty, rét cudc 1a chuyén gi...”

L6 Than va Nhid Anh dtng trudce cira vién cii toi tan. Lic d6 mua gi6 da
ngimg, mit troi ving bong da 1au xuét hién ¢ phia T4y ctia nui. Trong vién
hoang vu tiéu diéu, canh vat huong vé anh chiéu ta, nhu mudn té tyu véi
con ngudi. Réu xanh moc dﬁy ctra vién, co tranh moc thanh hinh mot ngon
nti nho, bén hién nha moc 1én mot loai hoa mau tring khong tén. Canh cira
bén trai hoi md hé vao trong sin, con bén phai thi khong thé mo ra dugc.
Tuy khong mudn nhung hai ngudi van budc qua canh cira da roi mot nia
trén dat, di vao trong san.

Mua he¢ thtr hai sau khi noi nay bi bo hoang, cay dai thu trong san kia bi
sét danh tring, canh 14 déu bj thiéu ryi, chi con than cay chay kho van & do,
thinh thoang trd thanh chén dimg chan cho qua den. Vu hoa hoan 4y ciing
thiéu rui mét ntra gian chinh. Co I€ vi sau do6 troi dd mua, nén phén con lai
cua gian chinh ma1 khong bi Chiic Dung™ x6a bo.

* Hoa than trong truyén thuyét co Trung Hoa.

Luc nay Quy dang lam gi? Trong ddu Lo Than thoang hién ra suy nghi
ay, nhung lai bi chinh minh x6a di. Tuy nang ciing rat lo cho Quy, biét Quy
& cuing mot phong véi thi thé cua Tiéu Huu, so rang sé vo cung dau kho,
song Quan Nhi Anh trudc mit nang day ciing dang dimg ¢ noi da khién ty
ay mat di tat ca nhirg nguoi than yéu nhat.

“V¢é cai chét cua nguoi nha ty, Lo Than nghi sao?”

“Muoi khong gioi suy luan chuyén nhu thé, nhung trude day mudi ké vu
an nay cho Quy, nang ta qua thuc c6 dwa ra may gia thiét.”
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“Quy da néi gi?”

“Pung ban tam td1 cai nhin cia loai nguoi nhu thé. Muoi doan rfmg, khi
Nha Anh ty bi giam trong nha kho, tuyét van dang roi, hung thu da vao
vién, sau khi Nha Anh ty tron di, han sat hai ba phu, ba mau va duong ca,
duong dé, con khi Ky Y ty téi noi nay thi hung thi van & trong vién, nhung
trén ¢ dau do...”

“Biéu nay that vo 1y, tai sao hung thu khong sat hai ca Ky Y ty? Lo Than
dung 1 qua thién lwong, nén méi khong thé nhin thiy chan tudng.”

“Quy qua thuc d3 dua ra hai gia thiét ngudi nha tan sat 1an nhau, nhung
mudi thay diéu d6 qua hoang duong. Hon nira du c¢6 noi thé nao chang nira
thi cudi ciing van con nhitng manh moi nang ta khong giai thich dugc.”

L6 Than néi thé, nhung chot nhd ra may hung an gan day c6 thé 1a ngudi
nha nang tan sat 1an nhau thi khong khot phién mudn. Mdc du vay, nang van
khong thé hoai nghi Ky Y va Nha Anh.

Gi6 chiéu luédt trén co xuan, hoang hén dan budng xudn vién.

“Bay gid Quy da hiéu ré chan tudng, ma Lo Than van khong biét gi ca.
Vé chuyén nay, Giang Ly c6 biét, ty da ké véi ty ay tir rat 1au roi. Ty khong
ngd ty ay lai chdp nhan ma khong hé ban khoan. Ty ¢t tudng minh s& chét
trudc Giang Ly, sau khi ty chét, ty y s& cho mudi biét tit ca moi chuyén.
Vay thi mudi s& khong con dau kho vi cai chét cia ty nira.”

“Nha Anh ty, ty dang noi gi thé, sao mudi co thé...”

“Hién tai trén doi nay chi c6 Vu Lang quan va ty biét chuyén nay, nhung
ty nghi gid mudi chua chic di tin 101 nang ta, nén dé chinh miéng ty ké cho

mudi thi tbt hon.”

“Mudi khong muon nghe. Nha Anh ty, gié lanh qua, mudi mudn ve.”
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Thuc ra Lo Than cam théy con lanh khong dén tur gi6 muon.

“Pimng ké lai chuyén nay cho ai, tuy nhién néu Trién Thi va Hoi Vil ¢6
hoi, cho bon ho biét cung khong sao. L Than, ty luon ham md mudi, mudn
tré thanh nguoi nhuy mudi. Ty cling rat mudn tré thanh con cia thiic phu Vo
Dat, mudn roi khoi gia dinh bt bdi kia. Mudi ¢6 hiéu ¥ ty khong? Ty
khéng cam nhan duoc tinh thuong tir phy than, 6ng ay chi cho ty mot tht
duy nhét, d6 1a ‘trach nhiém’. Trach nhiém cta Vu nit, trach nhiém cua con
chau nha ho Quan, va quan trong nhat 13, trach nhiém khi 1 con gai ctia dng
ay, nhitng quan niém nay qué ning né véi ty, giéng nhu ty dang ganh vac
van ménh da kéo dai méy tram nam cua gia tdc, ty thuc su khong thé chiju
no6i. Nhung mot khi luoi biéng, ty sé bi ong dy dung roi danh. Mudi hiéu
khong, néu phai lam mot con thién 1y ma kéo xe, phai chiu don roi, ty tha
lam mot con ngua tu do khong bi rang bude.”

“Day khong phai tdm nguyén cua Nha Anh ty! Nha Anh ty ma muoi
biét...”

V6 cung quyét tam, vO cung cham chi, quén dn quén ngu vi mudn thay
doi theé gian - Nhung Lo Than khong thé ndi ra nhirng cau nay, bdi vi mot
linh cdm nao d6 nghen & c6 hong nang.

“Mudi sé& khong hiéu duoc tim nguyén cua ty. Lo Théan, ty luén ghét
mudi, ghét loai ngudi chi biét an véi nga, vo lo vo nghi nhung cling khong
bi ai trach moéc. Tai sao ty ddc stc 1am theo ky vong cua phy than nhu vay
ma chua ting duoc 6ng iy khen ngoi, mot lan ciing chua. Néu duoc khen
ngoi, co 1€ chuyén trudc day da céd cai két khac, ty dat duoc ky vong cua
phu than danh cho minh, tr d6 bit dau nd lyc vi muc tiéu méi. Nhung vi
khong duogc thira nhan nén ty méi thay moi diéu minh 1am déu chi phi cong,
déu 1a sai 1am, ty mdi thdy khong biét phai 1am sao, thdy minh khong bao
gi0 dat duoc ky vong cua phu than. Bé&i vay ty moi...”
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“Nha Anh ty, qua rdi thi thoi, khong nén nhac lai chuyén qua khi.”
L6 Than néi nhu vay, nhung khong thé ngan Nha Anh néi tiép.
“...Boi vay ty m&i pham t6i giét cha.”

Nha Anh noi.

Nhirng con qua den liéng vong & phia chan tro1 cling liu riu phu hoa.

Bay gio trong dau Lo Than trong rong. Thay vi noi nang nghi ngd, chi
bang bao nang khong thé hiéu dugc diéu Nha Anh vira noi.

Nha Anh ty...
Sao co thé. ..
Pham t01...

Giét cha. ..

L6 Than di khong thé ndi lién mach tu duy tan loan. Du Quy da doan
duoc diéu ndy, miy hom truéc da noi cho Lo Than nghe; du khi Nha Anh
dé nghi di toi day, Lo Than cling dd c¢6 du cam - Gid phit ndy, 1oi noi cia
Nhi Anh d3 khién nang suy sup.

Chi vi 1y do 4y ma pham toi giét cha u? Lo Than khong thé hiéu noi
thiéu nit dang ding bén canh nang, ting ¢ bén nang sudt mudi miy nim,
diéu khién Lo Than hoang hét hon 13, 10 giai thich nay vo cung hop 1y, hop
Iy hon suy doan trudc d6 cua nang rat nhiéu, nhat thoi nang khong thé phan
bac, ciing khong thé ging hoi tiép.
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“Chi can giét chét phu than 1a ty s€ duoc thuc phu V6 Dat nhan nudi,
song cudc doi ma ty mong mudn - day chinh 13 muc dich cua ty. Chinh vi
cai Iy do con con 4y ma ty di sat hai phu mau va huynh dé ctua minh. Lo
Than, ty cling khong ngd minh lai c6 thé ra tay v6i dé dé méi sau tudi. Pén
chuyén nhu vay ma ty cling lam duoc, co 1€ ty da khong co tu cach duogc
goi 1a con nguoi. Lo Than, mot ngudi nhu ty... Khong, mot quai vat nhu ta
khong xtng dé mudi goi 13 “ty ty’. Sau ndy ciing khong can goi ta nhu vay
nita, xin dirng no1 chuyén véi ta, diung dé y to1 su tdn tai cla ta, du ta co
chét di cling xin mudi hdy vo nhu khong biét - Mudi lam duoc ding
khong?”

“Sao mudi c6 thé... lam duge co chir!” Lo Than khoc khong thanh tiéng,
“Nha Anh ty n6i vay, mudi chi thay thuong ty hon thdi, cling khong thé tha
thir cho ba phu da day ty vao con duong cung, khong thé tha thir ba mau tro
mat nhin ty bi hanh ha ma khong dting ra ngan can, ca duong ca 16n tudi
hon ty nhung ciing khong thé bao vé ty...”

“Song ta van cur sat hai dé dé chi méi sau tudi, voi toi nghiét nay, ta va
muoi déu khong thé tim ra bat ky 1y do gi dé bién minh. N6 hoan toan vo
t6i, nhung ta van giét no. N6 chi 1a mot dira bé vo tri, mot dira bé vo o1,
tham chi ta con khong biét n6 ¢ hiéu duge tham kich xay ra trudc mét nod
hay khong, vay ma dé x6a sach toi ching ctia minh, ta van giét no, dung
ludi dao sic bén cira qua cb no, két lidu cude doi ngan ngli ma khong hé
hanh phtc ctia n6. Lo Than, mudi hiéu chua, ta da pham vao rat nhiéu toi
18i, t0i ndo ciing nang né, khong thé tha thir: Giét phu than, giét mau than,
giét ca ca, giét tré vO to1 - chi vi lg1 ich cua mgt minh ta ma ty tay huy diét

'7’

hét tat ca nhitng nguoi than thiét nhat
“Nha Anh ty...”
“Dung goi ta 1a ‘Nha Anh ty’ nita!”

Nhi Anh cho Lo Than mot cai tat, khién nang nga nhao vao lum cdé.
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“Vay da du chua, Lo Than, Vu Lang quan chi ra tay danh ty nit cua minh
ma di bi mudi cim ghét, tai sao ta sat hai toan bd nguoi than ma van dugc
mudi cam thong? Ta khong thé hiéu noi. Mudi dung 1a dan don ngu ngdc,
hay 12 mudi cling nghi rang trim nghe khong bang mot thay, ta nhat dinh
phai cho muoi thdy bd mit doc ac cia minh thi mudi méi bang 10ng?”

“Nha Anh ty, ty dang néi gi vay... Ty khong phai Nha Anh ty ma muoi
biet!”

“Baéi1 vi trude nay mudi chua bao gio hi€u ta. Trén thé gian nay chi co
Giang Ly hiéu ta thoi.”

“Ky Y ty cling khong u?”

“Ta chua bao gid ké tdi ac cia minh cho Ky Y ty vi so rang ty ay khong
thé chiu ndi. Ky Y ty 1a nguoi ta yéu nhat, vdy ma chinh tay ta da pha hay
hanh phuc cua ty dy. Néu ta khong pham vao toi do, ty 4y ciling khong phai
ganh chiu ap luc lay chué té, cling khong tram cam ma chét. Sau nay ta tirng
nghi t6i, liéu giét chét thic phu Vo6 Dat thi ¢ thé ctru Ky Y ty hay khong,
nhung hinh nhu diéu nay ciing khong kha thi, béi vi v6i tinh hinh khi ay
ciia Ky Y ty, so rang ty 4y khong thé chiu dugc bién cb d6. Cubi cung ta
khong lam duogc gi cho ty 4y, danh tro mét nhin ty Ay tir tir suy sup vi toi ac
cla ta, roi qua doi. Thé 1a cai chét ciia Ky Y ty di tro thanh t6i nghiét moi
cla ta, day cling 1a toi 161 khong thé tha thir - Sat hai nguodi minh yéu
thuong nhat.”

“Nha Anh... ty...”
“Pay chinh 13 nhitg diéu ta muén mudi biét. Tl nay vé sau xin hiy coi

ta nhu nguoi xa la. Ta khong c6 tu cach lam ty ty ciia mudi, cling khong co
tu cach lam nguoi than cia mudi. Tam biét, Lo Than.”
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Nha Anh di vé phia ctra vién, Lo Than dung bat day tir bui c6. Nang nhin
bong lung ctia Nhd Anh, nhung chot nhé t6i nhimg diém dang ngd ma Quy
timg ban khoan. Thé 1a nang lién bat dau truy hoi Nhi Anh:

“Nha Anh ty, mudi khong hiéu, khi ay ty vira bi danh, sao ty c6 thé
duong hoang di vao gian chinh dé iy hung khi dugc? Hon nita tai sao
khong chon thanh kiém dai ma lai ldy con dao gim bat tién ay? Soi day
thirng va thung gb ¢ hién truong nén dugc giai thich thé nao? Néu Nha Anh
ty thue sy 13 hung thu thi phai tra 1oi duoc nhitng van dé nay dang khéng?”

“Ta khéng mudn tra 1oi mudi.”
“Vay thi mudi danh cho 1a Nha Anh ty dang néi déi.”

“Dling 1a ta da giét ho, day 1a sy that, 1a chuyén ting xdy ra ¢ ddy. Con
nhing chi tiét kia, xin mudi ding truy ctru nita. Nhimg diéu ta vira noi véi
mudi cling chi 1a mot phﬁn cua chan tudng thoi. Ta chi mudn cho mudi biét
hung thu 13 ai. Piém nay xin mudi hdy tin ta, ta tuyét d6i khong lira dbi
mudi. Ta tin rang mudi khong thé nghi ra gia thiét khac, ciing khong thé
nghi ra 1y do ta lira d6i mudi. Pugc roi, ctr thé di, ta phai vé day.”

Gia thiét khac?

Gia thiét khac! Lo Than khong thé khong ngim lai gia thiét ma Quy dua
ra: Gia sir tat ca déu do Ky Y ty lam, phai ching moi chuyén déu c6 thé giai
thich dugc? Sau khi Ky Y ty di téi noi ndy, dau tién 1 ngdi trong gian chinh
sudi Am, nghe duoc ddi thoai ctia ba phu V6 Citu va duong ca trong san, ty
éy biét ba phu V6 Citu dinh doi khi nao Nha Anh quay vé s& treo Nhd Anh
1én cay roi danh dép, lai thay bon ho c¢d ¥ budc day thing 1én cay, bén lay
dao gam chay toi chd cay cat dat day thung, khi quay lai gian chinh thi
tranh chap vé&i ba phu Vo Ciru. Sau d6 ty ay sat hai ba phu & ctra r6i sat hai
duong ca & dudi tan cdy, tiép d6 di vao gian chinh sat hai ba mau va dudng
de.
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L6 Than khong thé khong thira nhan, néu hung thu 1a Quan Ky Y thi moi
chuyén déu c6 thé giai thich duoc. Con Nhd Anh vi mudn bao vé Ky Y ma
minh yéu nhat nén méi néi dbi nhu vay.

Nhung tai sao lai phai vao lac nay...
Trong thodng chdc, Lo Than di hiéu ra tat ca.

Boéng dang Nha Anh trong mat nang lang 1€ nga vé phia trudc, 161 cudi
cung guc xuong gitra lum co.

Qua nhién khi dén day Nha Anh ty da ha quyét tam.

Ty ay chi sg minh qué dau kho vi cai chét cua ty &y nén mdi noi doi nhu

vay.
Lo Than chay vé phia Nha Anh, nhung tat ca dd qua muon.

Nhi Anh nam trong tay mot mili tén gay, than mili tén chi dai ching bon
tac, nhung dau miii tén lai con nguyén. Hai tay nang nim chit miii tén, ddm
thang vao tim minh. Thyc ra tir sdng hom nay, Nha Anh van luén gidu mii
tén gdy nay trén ngudi, co 18 tir khoanh khic nhin thay thi thé cua Giang Ly
vao chiéu qua thi nang da ha quyét tim roi.

Lo Than nh¢ lai 1061 né1 va hanh dong ciia Nha Anh hém nay, hdi han ban
than qua cham chap ngdc nghéch, khong thé nhan ra am thi vé cai chét

trong ay.

- C6 1é ddy la lan cudi cung ty tity hitng, hy vong mudi cé thé hoan thanh
tam nguyén cua ty.

- Ban dau la vi khéng muén Ky Y ty dau khé, sau d6 la vi Giang Ly, cudi
cung sinh ra tinh v, nén mdi ma khong thé ha quyét tam.
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- Chuyén da téi nuée nay, ta ciing chang thé givip dwoc gi cho nguor.

- Tuy bdy gio khéng phdi buéi sdng, nhung cé 1 ta khéng thé song t6i
hoang hon.

- Toi khi chi con lai mot minh, muoi sé thd'y hoi han.
- Ty sé & lai Vian Méng, chét ¢ Vin Méng.

Cho du Lo Than khan giong goi tén nang ra sao, Nha Anh van im ling
khong dap.

Tich dwong chiéu 1én mau tuoi trén ngudi Nhi Anh. Dong mau chay ra
tua nhu rang nui xa, dang tu tur trit bé &nh hao quang.

Cuoi cung nang van cat tiéng, n6éi voi Lo Than nguyén vong cudi cung
bang giong thi thao yéu 6t:

“‘Sang nghe giang dao. Téi chét ciing vui’. Xin hiy thay ta cam ta Vu
Lang quan...”

Quan Nha Anh ngung thé khi chdm chi nhin 1én khoang khong ruc r&
rang chiéu.
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Chwong 5

Sanh tuéi tho véi troi dat hé,
Tranh sang cung mat trang mat troi. ™

* Cau tho trong bai Citu chwong — Thiép giang ciia Khuat Nguyén.
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1]

Hom sau, Quy va Lo Than cung dimg trude mo Tiéu Huu. Theo tap tuc
thoi d6 thi can béi ngay tot dé chon cat, ¢ khi ngudi chét da qua doi may
thang ma van khong thé an tdang. Nhung vi than phan cta Tiéu Huu thap
kém nén tang su cua nang cling khong dugc cha trong nhu vay, chi cho
nang mic y phuc ctia minh khi con song rdi dit vao trong quan tai gd vong,
chon gitta song nti Van Mong. Mo phan ¢ dat bang, chi ching nam thudc,
lai trong mot ciy bach trude mo. Nguoi thoi ay tin rang, c¢6 loai ac quy tén
1a “Vong Tuong”, thich dn gan va ndo ciia nguoi chét, nhung lai sg hd va
ciy bach. Bai vdy chi can chil nhan ngdi mo hoi cao quy thi thuong dap
tugng hinh ho trudec md. Nhung vi Tiéu Huu chi 1a mot nd ty, nén trong mot
cdy bach trudec mo nang dé chéng lai Vong Tuong.

Khi tang su ctia Tiéu Huu xong xudi thi troi da sam toi. Lo Than phai
nguoi hau dao dat, trong cay quay vé, con nang o lai trude mo véi Quy. Vi
tro1 da tanh mua nén ngay mai Quy s€ Ién duong roi1 khoi day. Trude khi
Quy roi di, du thé ndo Lo Than ciing phai héi nang mot vai chuyén cho ra
nhé&. V& méay vu 4n mang gan day, Lo Than nghi téi mot dap an, nhung
khong hé c6 bang chimg xéc thuc.

Con Quy thi dang dam chim trong dau kho.

Long nang budn ba v6 cung, nhung mi¢ng lai ndéi vu vo vé€ chuyén cii
cua nang va Tiéu Huu.

“Cha me Tiéu Huu 14 ngudi hau cua nha ta, trén duong chay trén thi sinh
ra em éy. Ta n61 nhu vay, Lo Than co thé hiéu duoc két cuc cta bon ho chur
nhi? Theo 1y thi Tiéu Huu phai coi ta 13 con gai cta ké thu méi dung, 1d
rang 1a cha me ta khién em ay thanh tré md c6i, khién em 4y chi c6 thé lam
n6 ty. Cha me em 4y trén trdi c6 linh thiéng, néu biét em ay mot 10ng mudn
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theo ta nhu vy, rét cudc sé& nghi thé nao? Chuyén nay, ta von khong dam
nghi thém.

Khi duoc mang vé nha ta, Tiéu Huu con nam trong ti 16t, nguoi hau
trong nha chim soc em 4y rat don gian, may ma em 4y van séng — Khong,
c6 18 day méi 1a diéu bat hanh nhat — Pung thé, em 4y lai khong ra di ¢ tudi
mong mudi vo tri, dung la qua bat hanh.Thyuc ra ma néi, ta gﬁn nhu chéng
biét gi vé tudi tho cua Tiéu Huu, chi c6 thé doan dugc, con gai cua ngudi
hau bo trdn s& bi ddi xur lanh lung thé nao & nha ta. Nam nam truéc Tiéu
Huu duge phai dén bén ta. Ngim lai, khi d6 em Ay ciing di ngoan ngodn
nhu bay gio roi. DU ta trach phat Tiéu Huu ra sao, ciing khong thé nhén ra
mot chat oan han trong anh mat caa em ay. Noi diing hon thi luc d6 anh mat
Tiéu Huu ludn tréng rong, du ta nhin vao mat em 4y thi ciing chi nhu nhin
vé mdt noi xa xdm nao d6 ma thoi.

Khi 4y ta rat ghét Tiéu Huu, thAm chi cam thdy em 4y kha am u, khong
tréu dua khién ta vui vé nhu nhitng ty nit khac. Tiéu Huu chua bao gio ninh
bo ta, cling chua bao gid tAng bdc tai nghé hodc vin chuong ma ta méi hoc
duoc hay moi lam dugc. Bdi vy, ta luén phai em ay di lam nhimg cong
viéc nang nhoc nhét, tham chi nghi cach ham hai em éy, dé em éy bi phat.
Nhung vao ndm mudi bon tudi, trong 1ong ta lai nay sinh mot tha tinh cam
kho hiéu voi em 4y. C6 18 ciing vi tir d6, ta bat dau budn kho vi than thé cua
chinh minh.

L6 Than ciing biét ta 1a truong nit, nén phai ganh vac sb ménh nhu vay.
Vi thé it nhiéu ta c6 thé nhin thay bong dang ctia minh trén nguoi Tiéu Huu.
La con gai ctia ngudi hau bo trén, em iy di bi cudp doat twong lai ngay tir
khi méi ra doi. Thé 1a ta c6 mot suy nghi phan nghich, néi ra miéng cé 18
kha nuc cuoi. Co diéu bay gio nguyén vong ndy di khong thé thuc hién
dugc nira, bd1 vay ¢ noi ra cling khong sao.
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Ta mudn minh va Tiéu Huu ciung c6 dugc ty do. Tuy than phin cua
chung ta qua chénh léch, nhung déu bi troéi budc tir khi sinh ra. Néu ¢ Tiéu
Huu & bén, biét dau co thé thuc hién dugc. Gid ngam lai, 13 ta d3 qua ngay
tho.

Lai mot nim qua di, ta bat dau di du lich cing d6i budn cua gia toc. Véi
ta ma ndi, dudng nhu day chinh 1a “ty do”. Nhung véi ta, su vang 1oi dy
van tréi buc Tiéu Huu. Trong mat ta, su trung thanh dén mu quang cta em
ay hoan toan 1a do than thé, boi vi cha me em 4y cb gang chay trdn, cubi
cung lai roi vao két cuc bi tham nhu vdy, nén em Ay mdi ép ban than tir bo ¥
chi va suy nghi ca nhan, hoan toan trd thanh con rdi bi ta diéu khién. Con ta
thi khong mong em 4y tiép tuc nhu vay. Vi ta c6 thé nhin thdy hinh béng
ctia minh tir trén nguoi em 4y, thiy em 4y bi xiéng xich tréi budc, ta cling s&
lo s¢ bat an, cho du dang di du ngoan thi ta van thay nhu dang bi vay trong
gia dinh khién nguoi ta nghet tho kia.

Pung vay, hoa ra tat ca chi 1a ¥ mubn ctia mot minh ta. Cudi cling thi sy
ich ky va tu phu cta ta van cir hai em éy. Thyc ra ta ludn hiéu 1am, tudng
rang su trung thanh mu quang ctia em 4y chi bat ngudn tir sy khuat phuc
trude s6 ménh. Hodc c6 18 ban dau ta khong 1am, nhung vé sau dung 1a da
c6 thtr gi d6 thay doi. Nhung ta da tinh ngd qua mudn. Mai t6i khi Tiéu Huu
qua do1 moét cach bi tham, ta mo1 nhan ra, ky thuc 1a em éy yéu ta. Néu ta
c6 thé nhan ra som hon thi chéc ta s& khong ddi xu tan nhan véi em 4y nhur
vay. Nhung d3 qua mudn r6i. Ta khong con co hdi dé bu dip cho Tiéu Huu,
cling khong thé dap lai tinh cam cua em 4y. Diéu ta c6 thé 1am, chi 1a séng
tiép theo dung nguyén vong clia em 4y, chi vy ma thoi.

Tiéu Huu vira mat, mot phan nao d6 trong sinh ménh cia ta ciing da chét.
Ta ludn tuéng rang, “ban than” 1a mot thir dugc tao nén tir nhimg hoi e day
Ién theo nam thang. Nam nim nay, gan nhu timg hinh anh trong hoi trc cta
ta déu c6 bong dang cua Tiéu Huu. Ma cudc doi tir trude téi nay cia ta
cling chi c6 mudi bay nam, hudng chi may nim dau ludn & trong trang thai
moéng mudi vo tri. Ngadm k¥ lai, so réng doi nay, ta kho ma gap dugc thém
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mot ngudi co thé cung ta sdm chiéu chung song toi tin ndm nam. Tai sao ta
lai khong biét tran trong ddy? Tai sao khi em 4y & bén ta thi ta chi cho rang
tat ca déu 1a 18 duvong nhién? Gio hoi tuong lai, Tieu Huu dung 13 mot co bé
ky la, lai liéu linh chép nhan & bén mot ngudi nhu ta...”

Dut 101, Quy khoc nhu mua.

Nhung L6 Thén lai nhin Quy bang anh mat day khinh ghét, chi s¢ nudc
mat ctia nang ddy vao nguoi minh.

“Xin 16i Quy, ta khong thé hiéu dugc quan hé cua cac nguoi. Nhimng diéu
nguoi noi, voi ta chi 1a bénh hoan, ta khong cdm thong, cling s€ khong cam
dong. Con trong ndi tiéc thuong cua nguoi danh cho em ay, ciing chira day
su thuong cam cho chinh minh, diéu nay that ghé tom. Nhung nguoi ctr noi
tiép di, bay gi¢ ta con chua voi vach tran bd mit that cua nguoi. Hay ct
mic strc sam vai nhan vat dau kho nay nhé. Nhung mong nguoi dimg quén,
rot cudc ai 1a nguoi da buc tir em ay.”

“Nguoi c6 thé nghi xdu vé ta, nhung xin dimg nhin cudc doi ciia Tiéu
Huu bang anh méat nhu vay. Trén thé gian nay vén khong c6 thir gi ‘binh
thuong” dang noi, ta chi gip mot sé ngudi c¢b chap véi ¥ kién cta minh va
rat nhiéu loai ngudi tAm thudng nhu nude chay béo troi. Vi cai chét cua
Tiéu Huu, ta cach quy dao cudc doi ‘binh thudng’ trong mat nguoi ngdy
cang xa. Boi vi day 1a di nguyén cta em 4y, ta ciing danh phai tuan theo. Tur
khoanh khic em ay qua doi, quan hé giira ta va em dy da bi dao nguoc hoan
toan, ta tr& thanh nguoi hau cla em 4y, tinh nguyén 1am con r6i ciia em 4y,
dé em Ay diéu khién ta ca doi. Bat dau tir hom qua, ta chi song vi em 4y.”

“Vay thi Quy, nguoi dbi xtr voi ta thé nao? Trude diy nguoi cling dd noi
muén dua ta cing vé Trudng An, ta ciing tudng rang giita ching ta co thé
bdi ddp ra tinh ban chan chinh, nhung ta chua ting hoi nguoi, rét cude
nguoi doi xir v6i ta thé nao? Rot cudce 1a coi ta nhu con rdi dé tiy ¥ bon cot,
hay la coi ta thanh mot nguo1 nghe khong bao gio phan bac dugc nguoi?”
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“Ta muon song binh dang véi nguoi, chi can nhu vay théi.”

“Qua nhién, nguoi dang tim kiém trén ngudi ta th ma Tiéu Huu khong
thé cho nguoi, dung khong? ‘Song binh dang’, néi nghe dudng hoang biét
bao! Sy phuc ting tuyét di kia cua Tiéu Huu ciing khong thé 1am nguoi
thoa mén, nguoi di bat dau tim kiém mot nguoi hau co thé ‘sdng binh dang’
v6i nguoi! Puoc, néu giita chiing ta 1a binh dang thi dwong nhién ta c6
quyén tir chbi nguoi. Khong nhiing vay, ta ciing c6 thé dap tra nguoi nhu
nguoi da bat nat ta— Khong! Phai dap tra nguoi gip mudi gip tram 1an!”

“Ta khong biet lam thé nao ma1 ¢d thé loai bé hi€u lam cua nguoi vl

29

ta.

“Ta khong hé hiéu lam nguoi, Quy, nguoi tudng rang bat ky ai ciing co
nghia vy hiéu nguoi tir khi sinh ra, moi ngudi déu phai dap tmg yéu cau cua
nguoi u? Ta khong thé nao hiéu duoc nguoi, trong mat ta, nguoi chinh 13
mot con quai vat. Khong, dau chi minh nguoi, thé giéi quanh ta déu dién ca
roi! Sao dén Nhi Anh ty ciing...”

“Chuyén cta Nha Anh, ta rat liy lam tiéc.”

“Ltic 1am chung Nhi Anh ty d3 nho ta gui long biét on cua ty 4y dén
nguoi, ty ay ndi ‘Sdng nghe gidang dao, t6i chét ciing vui’.”

“Ty 4y da ké cho nguoi biét chuyén do6 that u?”

“Chuyén d6? A, ding vay. Nhung ta khong thé tin duge. C6 1& Nhia Anh
ty so ta qua dau long trude cai chét cua ty 4y nén méi...”

“Nguoi sai r0i, Lo Than. Néu ta doan khong 1am thi chac chan Nha Anh

da ké cho nguoi nghe vé td1 ac bon nam trudce cua ty ay. Ty ay cling ké voi
ta ro1. Han la ty ay no6i that.”
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“Ta van thy kho ma tin ndi. Thuc ra Nhd Anh ty 1a ngudi rat hién lanh,
sa0 ty ay co thé sat hai nhitng nguoi than nhat ctia minh chi vi 1y do con con
do.”

““Ly do con con’? Lo Than, nguoi dang noi gi thé, khi dé ty 4y...” Quy
kinh ngac néi. “Rét cude 1y do ma ty 4y noi véi nguoi 1a gi?”

“Khong thé dap tng ky vong ctia phu than, mudn thoat khoi mot gia dinh
nhu vay, mudn duogc phu than ta nhan nuo6i — dai khai 1a nhu vay.”

Nghe Lo Than noi xong, Quy roi vao im lang.

“Bo qua nhitng diéu nay, Quy, tai sao hom qua nguoi lai néi nhitng 10i
nhu vay? Gi ma ‘Sau khi chét thi con ngudi ta s& binh dang va hanh phuc’.
Han 13 vi mu6n Nha Anh ty yén tdm chiu chét dung khong?”

“Khéng dau, ta chi noi ra suy nghi cia minh nhu ty 4y mong mudn ma
thoi. Vi chuyén ciia Tiéu Huu ma 10ng ta rdi nhu to vo, kha nang phan tich
va nhan biét déu trd nén cham chap, cho nén khong nhan ra ty ay lai ha
quyét tim nhu thé.”

“Ta khong cho 1a vay.” Lo Than gian dt nhin Quy, cam han noéi, “Theo
ta thay thi tit ca déu 1a 4m muu cta nguoi! C6 ¢d, Bach tién sinh, Giang Ly
ty, Tiéu Huu, Nhd Anh ty déu bi nguoi hai chét! Hém qua nguoi cling thtra
nhan con gi?”

“Tur mot phuong dién nao d6 ma noéi thi dung 1a nhu vay, ta thira nhan.”
“Pirg ¢6 choi chit nira. Gitra nguoi va cai chét ctia bon ho khong phai 1a
kiéu lién quan gian tiép, triru tuong Ay, ma nguoc lai, Quy, nguoi di tu tay

sat hai c6 o, Bach tién sinh va Giang Ly ty, dong thoi dan dat Tiéu Huu va
Nha Anh ty khién bon ho tu sat!”
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“Sao ta c6 thé 1am vay dugc? Khi Chung phu nhan gip nan, ta luén &
canh nguoi.”

“Ping nguy bién nira, ta da nhin thau tha doan ciia nguoi!”
“LO Than!”

“Quy, tdi qua ta ¢ trong phong mdt minh, tran troc kho ngu, ben ngﬁm lai
may vu an mang ndy, rét cudc cling nhan ra vai diém dang ngd. Trong d6 cd
mot tinh tiét ta khong thé hiéu noi, ludn thay co gi d6 la lung. Thé r6i khi
troi sap sang, ta hiéu ra trong luc nira tinh nira mé. Ta mong rang sau khi ta
vach tran diém déng ngo nay thi nguoi c6 thé khai ra toan bo chin tudng
ngay lap ttrc, néu khong...”

“Xin nguoi hay binh tinh, LY Than, ta...”

Quy con chua ndi xong thi Lo Than da 1y ra mot con dao. Nang lay no
tir nha kho & sau gian chinh. Thoi dy, khi mang theo loai dao nho nay thi
nguoi ta thuong deo nd bén hong, boi vay noé con duge goi la “dao dui”.
Loai binh khi nay cling dugc goi 1a “phuc dao”, “phuc” c6 nghia la deo, cai
tén nay cling ndi 1én rang nd co thé duoc ngudi ta mang theo mot cach dé
dang.

Lo Than thdo vo dao bang da thudc, dé 16 than dao sac bén trudc mat
Quy. Hai tay nang nam chat chudi dao, chia miii dao vao tran Quy, r61 noi

tiép.

“Quy, xin nguoi hay tra lo1 ta, tai sao trong vu an cua co co va Bach tién
sinh, nguoi ludn la nguot dau tién tim ra hién truong vy an?”

“Do chi la trung hop ma thoi.”

“La trung hop that u? Vay thi ching ta hiy nghi vé chuyén xay ra vao
sang sém ngay ma co cd gip nan. Hom iy nguoi day ta vao trong nudc,
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dung 101 18 si nhuc ta, roi xé rach 4o trong cia ta, ta ct tudong rang do6 chi la
tro dua nhat thoi cia nguoi, nhung gio ngdm lai, thyuc ra tat ca déu 1a am
muu. Muc dich cua nguoi chinh la choc gian ta, dé ta roi khoi bo song
trudc, viy nguoi cling cd ¢§ quay vé cung ta.”

“Sao ta lai phai lam nhu vay?”

“Pon gian thoéi, néu chi c6 mot minh ta khi nguoi tim ra hién trudng,
nguoi s€ dé dang xuong tay...”

“Xubng... tay?”

“Dlng ngat 10i ta nita.” Lo Than phét 10 cau hoi caa Quy, tiép tuc tu
thuat suy luan ctia nang, “Sau do, vi mudn bo lai nguoi nén ta da chay vé
phia truéc, ma nguoi cling theo sat bang duoc. Khi tdi gan nha kho, nguoi
chay vuot qua ta. Sao luc iy nguoi phai lam nhu vay?”

“Tai sao u, chi don gian 1a khong mudn chay sau nguoi thoi, con ¢o 1y do
gi duoc nira?”

“Co day! Quy, khi 4y nguoi voi chay vuot qua ta, 1a bdi mudn thuc hién
mot quy ké - Luc d6 nguoi gidu mot thir d& dung trong nguoi, bén trong
chtra mau ma nguoi di chuan bi tir trude. Khi gia vo té ngd, tat mau 1én co
xong, nguoi s& gidu do dung 4y di, nguy tao hién truong ma ching ta nhin
thay sau d6. Thé roi nguoi 1am bd nhu diéu tra hién truong, Am tham quing
d6 dung 4y vao trong giéng, hoan thanh cong viéc tao hién truong gia.”

“Pay chi 1a tuong twong ciia nguoi, mudn budc ta nhan tdi thi hay vao
trong

giéng mo dugc cai chai kia ra da.”

“Ta chi n6i 1a mot thir &é dyng, nguoi lai ndi ra tir ‘cai chai’, ddy 1a thong
tin chi hung tha méi biét... Vu Lang Quy, qua nhién nguoi chinh 1a ké da

https://thuviensach.vn



sat hai co co!”
“Nguoi thich nghi thé nao thi tiy, nhung cit con dao nay da, dugc
khong?”

“Ta tir cho1.”

“Vay thi nguoi cu suy luan tiép di. Nhung ta mudn hoi nguoi mot cau,
sao ta phai phi cong, mao hi€ém ma tdt mau 1€n cd trudc mat nguoi nhu
vay?”

“Vi nguoi mudn thoat khoi bi tinh nghi. Bang cach tat mau 1én co, nguoi
c6 thé khién nguoi khac phan doan sai thoi gian gay an. Néu noi d6 khong
c6 vét mau, ma chiing ta mé ctra phat hién ra thi thé, thi thoi gian gy an rat
c6 thé 1a trude khi hai ngudi Giang Ly ty di qua, khong, rat c6 thé 1a trudc
khi chung ta di qua d6 — Ttc 13, c6 1€ hung &4n xay ra sdm hon ching ta
tuong. Ma bang viéc tat mau 1én co, thoi gian xay ra vu an dugc khing dinh
1a sau khi hai ngudi Giang Ly ty di qua d6 lan dau, va trude khi ching ta tir
bén sudi quay lai, quing thoi gian nay nguoi luén & canh ta. Nho mot quy
ké don gian nhu vay, nguoi lién co6 dugc bang chimg ngoai pham cuc ky
thuyét phuc.”

“Néu gia str hung thu 1a ta, vay ta s€ gdy an vao luc nao?”

“Nguoi da gay an tir sdm — Tuc la trudce khi ta thic day thi nguoi da sat
hai 6 ¢6 10i!”

“Thé ma Tiéu Huu khong phat hién ra u?”

“Du ¢6 phét hién ra thi em 4y ciling s& khong néi gi ca, em ay trung thanh
v6i nguoi nhu vay, khong thé cung cap 10i khai bat lgi cho nguoi. Ciing voi
Iy do d6, khi Giang Ly ty bi hai thi bang chimg ngoai pham cta nguoi ciing
khong c6 gia tri. Vi du khong thong déng voi nguoi thi Tiéu Huu ciing sé
bao vé nguoi qua phan doan cua em 4y. Sau may ngdy & chung, ta co thé
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doan duoc em ay 1a mot ngudi nhu vay — Diém nay nguoi ciing phai thira
nhan dang khong?”

“Dlng thé, gia sur ta 13 hung thu, du ta khong bat em 4y phai néi doi thi
em 4y ciing s& dua ra 10i khai c6 loi cho ta. Em ay ding 1a mot ngudi nhu
vay.”

“Sau day ta s& phan tich vé vu an cta Bach tién sinh. Thoi gian giy an
cling 1a trudc khi ta thire day, nguoi hen Bach tién sinh té1 bén khe nui roi
day ong 4y xudng dudi.”

“Vay thi hai chit ‘Ttr khAm’ ma Bach tién sinh viét lic 14m chung co
nghia 1a gi? Ta khong lién quan gi dén hai chit nay ca. Tuy ta nghe ndi trong
tiéng Pong Di thi chit ‘Thanh’ va chir ‘Quy’ c6 cach doc giéng nhau, nén
c6 thé dung hai chit ‘T kham’ trong ‘Thanh thanh tir khdm’ dé chi ‘Quy’.
Co ma Bach tién sinh 1a nguoi S&, 6ng dy sé khong choi chit bang tiéng
Dong Di dau nhi?”

“Quy, so di chung ta khong thé doan duoc ¥ nghia ciia hai chit nay, don
gian vi hai chit ndy von chang c6 ¥ nghia gi ca, thuc ra chung khong phai
do Bach tién sinh viét trong luc 1am chung!”

“y nguoi 1a, sau khi déy Bach tién sinh Xuéng khe nui, ta bén lan 101
vuot qua duong nii ma minh chang rd 16i di dé xudng phia dudi, nguy tao
101 nhan lac 1am chung ciia 6ng ay, sau d6 quay vé noi ¢, nam xudng canh
nguoi, chd nguoi tinh lai roi than nhién di tham gia nghi thac kham liém?
R& rang khi nguoi biét rd duong di, chiing ta cling phai mat nira ngdy méi
xudng duoc t6i khe nui...”

“DPung gia ngdc, Quy, nguoi phai hi€u y ta tur 1au ro1 moéi phai?”

“Pling, ta hiéu. Y nguoi 1a khi xubéng duéi khe nui, nhan lac phat hién ra
thi thé trudc cac nguoi, ta lién viét hai chir ‘T kham’, dung khong?”
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“Dling thé.”

“Vay that 1a ky quai, gia st hung tht 13 ta, cé sao ta phai viét hai chir
khong co y nghia gi? Néu ta thyc su muon thoat tdi thi 18 ra phai viét tén
ctia mot ngudi khac dé db toi cho ngudi d6 chir?”

“Quy, day chinh la diém thé hién su gian xao cta nguoi. Khi iy nguoi
con chua rd hanh dong cua tung nguoi trude khi nghi thire kham liém cu
hanh, tic 1a nguoi von khong biét ai c6 hiém nghi sat hai Bach tién sinh,
nén mai viét mot tir khong c6 ¥ nghia gi nhu vdy. Ma sé di nguoi viét hai
chir nay c6 18 1a boi hai nguyén nhan. Tht nhat, vi nguoi nhin thdy cau
‘Thanh thanh tir khdm’ & chd Giang Ly ty, van c6 an twong véi hai chit ‘Tt
kham’. Khi ay ta va Trién Thi ca ca s& mau chong di t6i, nguoi khong co
nhiéu thoi gian dé suy nghi k¥ cang nén da tién tay viét mot tir chot ndy ra
trong dau nguoi; thir hai, & day chi c6 nguoi va Bach tién sinh tinh théng
Kinh Thi. Hdm 4y nguoi noi v6i Trién Thi ca ca, nguoi ting hoc Kinh Thi
v6i ‘Ha Hau tién sinh’. Thé 1a Bach tién sinh vira mat, duong nhién nguoi
s& bién thanh nguoi co hiéu biét sdu sic nhat vé Thi hoc & noi nay, sau khi
tim dugc doi twong dé db toi, nguoi c6 thé giai thich hai chit ‘Tt khAm’ mot
cach guong ép nham d6 t0i cho ngudi d6 — day chinh 1a viéc nguoi da 1am
vao chiéu t6i hém trudce, nguoi da giai thich hai chir ‘Tt khAm’ chang ra
dau vao dau, nhung ciing khong c6 ai phan bac nguoi ca.”

“Loi giai thich hom 4y dung 14 qua ngd ngan, xin nguoi hiy quén no di.”
“Vu oan phu than cia ngudi khac, toc trudng ciia mot gia tdc ma chi
nhan 15i qua loa vy thoi u? Ta thdy nguoi ding 1a loai dan ba ngu ngbc,

hung hung ho ho, mat day may dan, khong biét x4u ho 1a gi!”

No6i r61 Lo Than dudi tay trai, mdt tay cam dao, chia miii dao vao duoi
cam Quy, cach yét hau chua té1 mot tac.
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“Nguoi quén hom qua Nha Anh da noi gi véi nguoi 161 sao? Lo Than,
xin hay buong dao xudng.” Quy thd dai, “Vura roi chinh 1a suy luan cua
nguoi u?”’

“Chua hét dau. Khi Giang Ly ty bi sat hai, thyc ra nguoi khong & trong
phong. Chi vi bao vé nguoi nén Tiéu Huu méi nodi dbi rang nguoi chua timg
roi khoi phong. Em ay da chung kién toan bo t6i 4c cua nguoi, vy nén
nguoi di bt tr em ay dé diét trir hau hoan.”

“Ta ding la...”

“Ta no1 khong phai 1a ‘blrc tir’ theo bi¢n phap tu tur, hay theo nghia so
sanh, ma 13 ¥ nghia trén mit chit. Chiéu hom d6 Tiéu Huu timg noéi, ‘Néu
tiéu thu mudn em chét, em s& chét truéc mit ngai ngay lap tic’, con noi
‘Khi ngai muén danh em, em s& dua roi cho ngai.” Boi vay t6i hom ay,
nguoi lién néi rang mudn em 4y ching minh diéu em 4y noi budi chiéu, bao
em 4y mang roi t6i. Puong nhién Tiéu Huu s& tun theo. Diéu nay ciing giai
thich tai sao trén thi thé ctia em 4y lai c6 vét roi méi. Sau khi hanh ha em 4y
xong, nguoi bén ra 1énh cho em ay — C4i ménh Iénh day Tiéu Huu vao chd
chét nhung em ay khong thé phan khang — Nguoi 1énh cho Tiéu Huu di tim
cai chét. Thé 1a Tiéu Huu lién treo ¢d tu ti trén cay. Puong nhién, su dau
kho hom qua ctia nguoi chi 14 dién kich ma thoi.”

L6 Than, sao nguoi van khong hiéu day?
RO rang hung thu la...

“Cubi cung, vé cai chét cia Nhid Anh ty, nguoi ciing c6 trach nhiém. Ta
cho rang, nhitng diéu nguoi ndi véi ty ay chiéu hom qua chinh 1a mot hinh
thire dan dat. Nguoi phat hién sau khi Giang Ly ty qua doi, tinh than cua
Nhi Anh ty rat bat 6n, bén tuyén bd véi ty dy rang chét 1a mot chuyén rat
t6t dep, con néi v4i ty dy khi chét di thi linh hon cta tit ca moi ngudi s&
hop lai 1am mot. Thé 1a Nha Anh ty lién cho rang, chi can chét di 1a c6 thé

https://thuviensach.vn



gap lai Giang Ly ty va Ky Y ty, cho nén... Tuc 1a, Vu Lang Quy, dang nhu
sang qua nguoi 10 miéng thitra nhan, qua thuc nguoi da sat hai tt ca4 moi
nguoi.”

“Vay tai sao ta phai lam nhu vay? Ta khong an khong odn véi nha ho
Quan, sao phai bat chip hy sinh nguoi hau timg theo minh nhiéu nim dé sat
hai nguo1i than cua nguoi?”

“Muc dich cua nguoi, thuc ra nguoi da sém noi ra roi, khong phai u?”
L6 Than cudi lanh, ndi: “Nguoi téi Van Mong chinh 1a dé truyén gido —
truyén ba tht ta gido ton thd cai chét ma nguoi sang lap ra! Hom qua nguoi
ké ra gido 1y ctia cac nguoi trudc mit ta, ta clr tudng rang nguoi chi dang tra
161 cau hoi cia Nha Anh ty, chi dang giai thich trach nhi¢m ctia Vu nit theo
quan diém cua nguoi. Nhung ta da sai roi. Thuc ra khi 4y nguoi dang truyén
thu gido 1y ma nguoi dit ra cho Nhi Anh ty. Hom qua nguoi néi cai chét s&
x6a bo khac biét giita than va nguoi, gitta xua va nay, gitra nguoi va ta,
nguoi con noéi nguoi tin rang sau khi chét di con nguoi ta sé binh dang va
hanh phtac — Pay chinh 1a gido 1y cta cic nguoi. Cac nguoi cho rang chét
t6t hon song, song 1a kho cuc ma chét 1a ngot ngao. Nguoi con nodi nguoi
nghi vi¢c minh nén lam 1a ‘Khuyén con nguoi ta binh than dén nhan cai
chét ma minh khong thé tron tranh’. Ta néi ti ddy, nguyén do khién nguoi
giét nguoi da ré nhu ban ngay! Vu Ling Quy, trudc dy ta khong thé hiéu
dugc, tal sao nguoi bi giét lai 1a c6 cO, Bach tién sinh va Giang Ly ty. T6i
khi Nha Anh ty qua doi ta méi hiéu dugc, bon nguoi ho déu c6 mét diém
chung ma nhiing ngudi khac khong c¢6 — Bon ho déu 13 nhitng ngudoi hoc
cao hiéu rong, cho nén bon ho ¢o tu cach trd thanh ddi tugng truyén gido

'97

clia nguoi
“Sao nguoi lai cho 1a nhu thé?”
“Vay néu tiép thu gido 1y ctia nguoi thi s& thé nao? Ta nghi Nhi Anh ty

chinh 1a mot vi du cho viéc nguoi truyén gido thanh cong, ty Ay da tu sat
theo sy am thi cua nguoi. Con v6i co, Bach tién sinh va Giang Ly ty, cai
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gido ly quy quai cua nguoi khong phat huy tac dung. Bon ho khong tin 161
nguoi, khong cho 1a chét con tot hon séng, cang khong tiép thu gido 1y cua
nguoi ma ty sat. Béi vy nguoi chon cach tu tay giét chét bon ho. Nguoi
cho ré‘mg, nhu vay thi c6 thé lam cho bon ho thuc sy linh hoi dugc gido 1y
ctia nguoi — ddy chinh 13 dong co giét ngudi. Tat ca déu bat ngudn tir sy cd
chéap, hoang tudng va bénh hoan ciia nguoi, chinh vi Iy do nay ma nguoi da
giét chét nam nguoi séng so so. Pé khong cho ta thuyét di doan cta nguoi
ngém vao tu tuéng cua moi nguoi, dé tranh cho nguoi khac lai bi sat hai, ta
danh lam thé ndy, ta mubn ting nguoi mot mon qua ma 18 ra nguoi phai
nhan dugc tir 1au r6i — Cai chét ma nguoi luon mo ude.”

Trong chdp mat, Quy day canh tay trai cia Lo Théan ra réi nhan d6 nhan
nang xubng dat.

“Sao nguot phai khé nhu vay?”

“Tha ta ra, d6 sat nhan!”

“Tét ca nhimg diéu nguoi 1am luc nay, 18 nao khong bat ngudn tir “sy cd
chap, hoang tuong va bénh hoan’ ciia nguoi sao?” Quy thd dai, “Dau tién ta
hoi nguoi, hom qua sau khi nguoi cing Nha Anh vé nha cii cua ty ay, ty ay
da tirng ro1 khoi tam mat cia nguoi chua?”

“Chua tung.”

“Thé ty 4y da mang mili tén gdy kia trén nguoi tir bao gio?”

“Co 1€, c6 1€ miii tén d6 von la do nguoi dua cho ty ay.”

“Puoc... Lai ndi dén chuyén cua Bach tién sinh, khi chiung ta phat hién
ra thi thé cua 6ng ay, cach thoi diém 6ng ay roi xudng khe nai 1au nhu vay,
kiéu gi thi mau 6ng ay cling kho lai ro1 dung khong? Vay lam sao ma ta co

thé diung mau 6ng ay dé viét hai chit ‘Tir khdm’? Néu nguoi ndi 1an nay ta
cling ¢d y mang theo mot chai dyng mau, chi dé viét hai chir nay, nhung

https://thuviensach.vn



chit mau vira méi viét kho nhanh dugce nhu vay a? Khi cac nguoi chay t6i
chd Bach tién sinh thi chang phai moi chuyén sé bai 16 ngay sao?”

“Co I€ trude do nguot da chuan bi mot khoi dat co viét hai chit ‘“Tu
kham’, to1 luc d6 chi can dao mot cai ho trén dat, ro1 cho khoi dat do

2

Vao...

“Nguoi nghi phuong phap nay co6 kha thi khong?”

“Khéng c6 gi 1a... khong thé...”

Noéi dén day chinh Lo Than ciing thdy chot da.

“Piém cudi cung, cling 13 diém quan trong nhat, ta khong thé sat hai
Bach tién sinh truéc khi nguoi thitrc day. Boi vi tudng ngil cia nguoi rat
x4u, thuc su rat rat xau, nim ngu canh nguoi la hoi e tdi té nhét cia ta tur
lac sinh ra t6i gio. Hom Ay khi ta tinh lai thi phat hién nguoi da dé ca nira
ngudi 1én nguoi ta, nguoi nghi ta lam sao c6 thé ra ngoai giét ngudi ma

khong danh thurc nguoi day?”

Bay gid Lo Than méi nhé lai, dm hom 4y minh mo thay hinh anh ¢6 c6
lac chét, som hom sau thire day thi thdy minh dang 6m chat lay Quy.

Khéng 1& minh qua thyc d3 hiéu 1am nang?

Nhung khong con gia thiét ndo ca.

Cho nén...

“L6 Than, ngudi van chua hiéu ¥ nghia cta hai chir ‘Tt kham’ u? Sang
hém 4y khi troi chua sang, ngudi hau nha ho Quan nhin thiy Bach tién sinh
di vao trong ndi, ma khi nghi thirc kham liém bat dau thi tat ca moi nguoi

trir ong Ay déu co6 mit o gian chinh, boi vay c6 thé biét duge thoi gian xay
ra vu an. Hon nita con c6 thé biét duge mot thong tin, do 1a hung thu khong
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c6 du thoi gian dé xudng khe nii roi quay lai - Boi lam vay can khoang nira
ngay, khong thé tro vé trudc nghi thac kham liém. Thé nén hai chit ‘T
kham’ tuyét doi khong phai do hung thu viét. Puong nhién, hai chir ay ciing
khong thé nao 1a do ta viét khi phat hién ra thi thé. Vay thi chi c6 thé la
Bach tién sinh viét luc 14m chung, ding khong?

Trudce Bach tién sinh thi Chung phu nhan da bi hai, no6i cach khac, day ro
rang 1a mot vu giét nguoi lién hoan, vay néu nguoi 1a Bach tién sinh, nguoi
s& viét noi dung gi? Rat don gian: Tén cua hung thi. Vi chi can ching ta
nhin thiy tén hung tht 6ng 4y viét, vu an giét nguoi lién hoan sé két thuc.
Nhung ong 4y lai viét hai chit 'Ttr kham' kho hiéu nay.

Vay thi phai chiang ong ay khong biét hung thu 13 ai nén méi viét nhu
vay? Gia thiét nay rat kho thanh lap. Thir nhat, bén vach nui c6 dau vét do
nguoi ta di chan trén mat d4t nhiéu 1an d¢é lai, theo 101 khai cta Chung Trién
Thi thi diéu nay chimg t6 6ng ay timg dimg d6 trd chuyén véi ngudi khac;
thir hai, gia sir nguoi 6ng ay tro chuyén cing khong phai hung thu, vay ong
ay ciing khong nhin thay hung tht hodc khong thé doan ra than phan cia
hung thu, han 13 ong 4y s& khong viét chit gi d6 1am rdi cudc diéu tra cla
chung ta. Nguoi con nh¢ khong, Lo Than, dém trudc ngay Bach tién sinh ta
thé, 6ng ay timg nodi v4i chiing ta, ‘Néu ¢ viée gi can gitp dd, xin hy cho
ta biét’, ong Ay t6 thai do nhat dinh s& giup d& viéc diéu tra. VAy nén chac
chan Bach tién sinh phai biét than phan ctia hung thu thi 6ng 4y méi viét hai
chir "Tu kham'.

Tiép d6, lai mot van dé ndi 1én: Tai sao Bach tién sinh khong viét tén cua
hung thu? Hay 1a nguoi sé giai thich thé nay, Bach tién sinh s¢ hung thi1 s&
tdi chd ong ay dé xo6a bo hodc stra chita chit viét 6ng dy dé lai, nén cb tinh
khong viét tén hung thi. Nhung gia thiét ndy ciing khong kha thi, boi vi
Bach tién sinh cling biét moi nguoi déu s& tham gia nghi thirc kham liém,
hung thu khong thé ton nhiéu thoi gian dé xudng khe nui stra lai 101 nhin
ctia 6ng y. Thé tai sao ong 4y lai khong viét tén ctia hung tha?”
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“Cé 1€ ong ay...”

Lo Than cat tiéng tra 10i trong vo thic, nhung khong nghi ra duoc 10
giai thich nao.

“Co thé tuy 6ng ay di thay dugc tudng mao cua hung thu, cling timg trd
chuyén voi hung thu mot lac, nhung 6ng 4y khong biét tén cta hung thu -
Khéng, so rang su that con toi té hon thé, éng ay cr twong rang hung thu
tén 1a "Ta Kham'!”

“Sao ¢ thé...”

“Lo Thén, thuc ra trong sudt qua trinh nguoi dua ra gia thiét, hung thu
van ¢ ngay trudc mit nguoi, chang qua nguoi vo nhu khong thiy ma thoi.
Ta noéi téi day, nguoi phai hiéu roi chi...

Thé 13, Lo Than gian nan dua mat nhin vé phia cdy bach trudc mit nang
va go dat phia sau ciy bach 4y.

Do 1a not an nghi cia hung pham trong chudi vu an nay.

https://thuviensach.vn



2]

Quy nang Lo Than day, lai cdm con dao trong tay dua cho nang. Trudc
cu chi déy tin nhiém va khoan dung ctia Quy, L6 Than cang ho then hon vi
161 n61 va hanh dong khi ndy cuia minh. Nhung lic nay nang cling khong
con tim trang dau ma xin 16i. Chan twéng ma Quy vach ra khién nang nghi
hoac, nang khong hiéu tai sao Tiéu Huu lai phai sat hai Bach tién sinh va
nguoi than cua nang.

“Lo Than con nhd khong, trong bira tiéc hom ng, Bach tién sinh tdi
mudn. Khi ong éy con chua téi thi ta da gidi thi€u ban than véi moi nguoi,
cling tién thé gidi thidu ca Tiéu Huu roi. Khi d6 6ng ay khong c6 mit nén
duong nhién khong biét tén ctia Tiéu Huu. Sau d6, Tiéu Huu hoi ta vé mbi
lién hé gitra ‘Thai Nhat® va ‘Dong Hoang Thai Nhat’, ta khen em ay hiéu
hoc, con néi ‘Khéng udng cong ta chon cho em cai tén nay tir trong Kink
Thi.’ Bach tién sinh d3 nghe dugc cdu néi ay. Xin nguoi ché quén 'Tur
kham' cling duoc trich tir Kinh Thi, bdi vy 6ng ay hoan toan c6 thé hiéu

2 9

lam tén cua Ti€u Huu 1a ‘T Kham’.
“Vay thi tai sao lai nay sinh loai hiéu 1am nay?”

“Tiéu Huu da Itra 6ng ay. Trude khi day Bach tién sinh xudng khe nti,
Ti€éu Huu tirng tro chuyén vai 6ng ay mot hoi. Khi do, Tiéu Huu da néi doi
Bach tién sinh rang tén cua minh la ‘Tt Kham’.”

“Sao Tiéu Huu phai lam nhu vay? E so sau khi 6ng ay ngd xudng thi van
c6 thé viét tén cua minh trong khi hap héi u?”

“PDuong nhién Tiéu Huu khong doan duoc rang, Bach tién sinh da roi
xudng khe nii sdu nhu vdy ma van co thé viét tén cua hung thu. Em 4y noi
déi 14 vi myc dich khac: Khi d6 Tiéu Huu nhét dinh phai hiéu rd ham nghia
ctia hai chit 'Ta kham' — Khong, n6i dung hon thi em iy mudn biét ham
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nghia cua ca bai 7w kham, em ay rat muon biét rot cudc bai tho nay noi ve
dicu gi.”

“Tiéu Huu muon hiéu rd nhitng diéu nay 1a vi... A, ta nhé ra r61, 1a thé

tre ma chung ta timg nhin thay ¢ chd Giang Ly ty!”

“Chinh vi 1y do nay. Khi ro1 khéi noi ¢ cua Quan Giang Ly, ching ta da
tro chuyén vé tim thé tre dy, hon nira ta con giai thich y nghia cta Luc y,
nhung lai khong giai thich y nghia cta Ti khdm. Ta con néi véi nguoi, ‘Néu
nguoi thue sy mudn biét ¥ nghia cta Ti khdm, ngay mai nguoi co thé di hoi
Bach tién sinh.” Tiéu Huu ghi nhé cau ndi nay, sau dé6 em éy thuc su da
thinh gido van dé nay véi Bach tién sinh.”

“Ta khong thé hi€u noi, tai sao Tieéu Huu phai...”

“Chi ¢6 hiéu duoc ham nghia ciia ciu tho kia thi Tiéu Huu méi quyét
dinh dugc co nén giét Quan Giang Ly hay khong. Nhung vé dong co giét
nguoi caa Tiéu Huu, ta mudn dé dén cudi cung rdi giai thich sau. Bay gio ta
chi muén gidi thich mot van dé, d6 1a vi sao Bach tién sinh lai hiéu 1am tén
ctia Tiéu Huu 13 ‘Tt Kham’, tic 13 tai sao em éy lai ty xung la ‘Tt Kham’.
Theo suy doan cua ta, Tiéu Huu noi ddi nhu vy chi yéu 13 muén néu ra
van d& minh mudn héi mét cach ty nhién, dé tranh bj Bach tién sinh nghi
ngod. Trén bita tiéc chuyén em ay hoi ta, han 1 Bach tién sinh van con nhd,
bdi vy trong mat ong ay, tuy than phan Tiéu Huu thap kém nhung 1a mot
dua tré c6 long hiéu ky rat 16n. Tuy nhién, nhd Bach tién sinh hoi em 4y tai
sao chi td mo vé nodi dung ciia bai tho ndy, em ay phai nghi ra mot nguyén
do hop 1y. Vay nguyén do nao hop 1y nhat, phu hop véi than phan ciia em
ay nhat? Qua don gian, do 1a ta dit tén cho em 4y 1a 'Ta Kham', em 4y hoi
Bach tién sinh ham nghia cta bai tho iy 1a chuyén binh thuong. Boi vay
Bach tién sinh tudng 1am 'Ttr Kham' 13 tén ctia em Ay, roi viét 101 nhan trude
khi chét nhu vay.”
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“Cé 1@ trong vu an cua Bach tién sinh con giai thich dugc, nhung Giang
Ly ty bi nguoi ta dung no ban chét, Tiéu Huu em Ay biét dung no thé nao
u?”

“Khi xem xét nha kho noi dit thi thé Chung phu nhén, ta ting dung no
mét 1an trude mat Tiéu Huu. Em éy thong minh nhu vay, co 1€ chi nhin mot
lan 13 c6 thé hoc duoc rdi.”

“Vay rot cudc vu an cua cd phai giai thich thé nao? Néu hung thu 1a Ti€u
Huu thi [am sao em ay c6 thé tron thoat trudc mat cua tat ca moi nguoi?”

“Giai thich van dé nay can ton chut thoi gian. S¢ rang con phai bat dau
tir vu tham an diét mon bbén nim trude. Trong vu an 4y, Quan Nhia Anh da
chiu kich thich qué 16n, nén trong long ty Ay van con luu lai vét thuong rat
nghiém trong. Vi vay trong sy kién l1an nay, ty 4y khong thé duoc coi nhu
mot nguot lam ching hoan toan dang tin. Ma thoi, co 1€ ta nén giai thich lai
tir dau thi hon...”

“Nha Anh ty...”

“Ty ay ding 1a hung thu cua vu an bon nam trude. LY Than, ta hoi nguoi
mot van dé rat don gian: HOm nay tai sao nguoi lai chon cach giau dao
trong nguoi dé to1 gap ta?”

“Béi vi n6 dé cat giau.”

“Trong nha kho con c6 rat nhiéu mii té€n dé€ nguoi st dung, tai sao nguoi
khong giau mot mii tén trong nguoi?”

“Miii tén qua dai, lai khéng c6 vo, khong thich hop gidu trén ngudi, du
bé gay mot nra mili tén thi...”

“Sao nguoi khong noi tiep di?”
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“... Tai sao Nhi Anh ty phai tu sat bang mot mili tén gay?”

“Cudi cing nguoi ciing cha y toi diém dang ngd nay. Khi vira nghe
chuyén nay, ta doan rang ty 4y mudn chon mot cai chét gidng nhu Giang Ly,
di sao bon ho ciing than thiét nhu vay. Nhung sau d6 ta lai nghi toi mot s6
diém dang ngo. Néu suy xét chung va phuong phap tu sat ciia Nhd Anh thi
c6 thé dua ra mot két luan.”

“Piém dang ngd gi? Két luan gi thé?”

“Chiing ta nhin thay tim thé tre no trong phong Giang Ly, trén d6 c¢6 dau
vét boi x0a stra chita, ¢ gifta chir ‘ngd’ va chit ‘tam’ cta dong thr ba. Bat
dau tir dong thir ba 1a nét chir cua Giang Ly, ta khong thé hiéu ndi tai sao ty
ay khong dung dao sach cao chit viét sai di roi viét lai nhu ngudi binh
thuong, ma viét de 1én chir viét sai? Lo Than, nguoi c6 nhan ra khong, tai
noi ¢ ciia Giang Ly va Nhi Anh, chung ta von khong nhin thdy du chi mot
con dao sach. Khong nhirng thé, hom qua & trong phong ta, khi nguoi dot
nhién cam dao sach dat trén ban di vé phia ta, phan (mg ctia Nhd Anh ciing
hoi qua khich. Nguoi cling nghe thy rdi dung khéng, khi d6 ty 4y kéu 1én
‘Pung té1 day’.”

“Rot cude diéu nay chung to cai gi?”

“Ching t6 Nha Anh s¢ dao. E rang thi d6 sé& goi ra hoi trc khong vui cua
ty 4y — vi du nhu, dung dao sat hai ca nha minh.”

Lo Than roi vao im lang trong sy kinh ngac.

“Nhung 1y do khién Nha Anh sat hai nguoi than ctia minh khong phai
nhu ty éy néi — chi vi mubn dugc mot gia dinh bao dung hon nhan nu6i. Ma
khi hanh hung thi ty Ay vira trai qua con ctru tir nhat sinh, vo cing s¢ hi, ty
éy sat hai phu mau va huynh dé cua minh bat ngu(‘A)n tr muc dich tu vé.
Chung ta hiy ngdm lai tinh tiét vu an ma nguoi thuat lai cho ta nhé. Nguoi
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ting noi bén canh thi thé Quan Thuong Nguyén c¢6 mot thung gd rdng, con
c6 mot doan day thimg bi cat dut budng xudng tir trén cdy, cach mit dat
chig bay, tim thudc. Ta nghi tir hai chi tiét nho trén hién trudng nay co thé
suy ra rot cudc noi d6 da xdy ra chuyén gi.”

“Ta nhé mot gia thiét ma nguoi timg néi, cho rang Ky Y ty mai 1a hung
thu. Khi 4y nguoi c6 giai thich vé day thimg va thung gb, nguoi noi day
thimg 13 do ba phu quén 1én cdy, dé treo Nhd Anh ty 1én rdi danh dap.
Chuan bi mét thung nude 1a dé khi Nha Anh ty ngét xiu thi dung nudc gioi
cho ty 4y tinh lai...”

“Tuy nhién gia thiét ndy khong thé thanh 1ap. Suy luan trudc d6 cua ta da
quén di yéu tb thoi tiét. Khi vu an xay ra, néu dat mot thing nude trong san
thi e la chang may chdc nudc trong thung sé dong bang, dung khong? Vay
thi khong thé dung duoc nita roi. Sau khi Tiéu Huu chét di, ta méi nghi ra
c6 18 thung gd nay con co cong dung khac.”

“Ti€u Huu... Y nguoi la...”

“Day thimng, thung gd, hai thit nay két hop voi nhau, 16 giai thich hop 1y
nhat ma ta nghi ra chinh 1a diéu nay: Thét c6 tu sat. E 13 phan bi cit mat cta
so1 day thung kia chinh 1a mdt cai thong long. Hon nira, trude khi thong
long bi cat di, co cia Nhd Anh di nam trong d6.”

“Y nguoi 12 ba phu da..”

Pay long Lo Than dang 1én du cam khong lanh, khién nang ngat tho.
Nang biét Quy sip noi ra nhiing diéu nang khong mudn, ciing khong nén
nghe tiép. Qua cai chét cia Nha Anh, lic nay Lo Than di c6 chuan bi tim
Iy véi viée ¢ thé gap phai da kich, du sao day ciing 1a chuyén lién quan dén
Nhi Anh ting ké can bén nang sudt bao nim, cho du rat ¢ thé no 1a chuyén
khung khiép nhat trong s6 nhing cau chuyén cii ctia nha ho Quan.
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“Dling vay.” Quy gat dau, “E 1a sau khi quat roi, ba phu nguoi lai budc
Nhi Anh t sat bang cach treo ¢6 trén soi ddy thimg kia. Dua theo cac phan
ung cua Nha Anh vo1 day thung va nhitng thir trong tu day thung, ta khong
thé khong suy doan nhu vay.”

“Phan ung cua Nha Anh ty?”

“Qua nhién nguoi khong hé nhén ra. Thr nhat, tai sao Nhd Anh lai dot
nhién so ran? C6 1& khi nhin thay con rin hoa quén trén canh cay, ty ay lai
nhé vé ky trc kinh hoang niao d6. Thir hai, tai sao khi Ky Y 6m ty ay thi lai
bi ty 4y day ra? Ta nghi khi 4y Ky Y khong 6m 1ay canh tay Nha Anh, ma
om ldy co ty 4y. Thir ba, tai sao trong vién noi Nhd Anh & lai khong co
giéng nude? Noi ¢ ma nha ho Quan tam thoi chuan bi cho ta van ¢ giéng
nudc & trong vién. Ma noi & ciia Quan Nhi Anh, giéng nudc lai & ngoai
vién, vay thi khi 14y nudc dé dung sé rat bat tién. Hudng chi Giang Ly con
trong hoa co trong vién, vy mdi lan ty 4y muén tudi cho ching déu phai
xach thung nudc di qua phong khéach, thé cling qua phién phtric nhi? Thé
nén ta nghi noi dy khong c6 giéng nudce ciing 13 c6 nguyén do. Vi trén giéng
nudc nha ho Quan déu co truc quay, trén truc quay lai co day thimg quan
quanh. Néu Nhi Anh s¢ ddy thimng thi cling khong muén phai nhin thay truc
quay c6 quan day thing trén giéng sudt ngay ding khong? Theo phan tng
clia ty ay, nhat 1a khi Ky Y 6m ldy minh, ty 4y to ra khang cu, ta dua ra suy
doan thé nay: Ba phu nguoi timg budc Nha Anh thit ¢o ty sat.”

“... Vay ai la nguoi da cat dat day thing?”

“C6 1& chinh 1a duong ca cia nguoi — Quan Thuong Nguyén, vi han bi
sat hai dudi tan cay, ching to khi 6 han 1a ngudi & gan Nha Anh nhat.”

“Nhung diéu nay van chua hop 1y. Gia st Nhia Anh ty dugc Thuong
Nguyén ca ciru, tai sao phai sat hai huynh 4y ngay tai d6? Hon nira tai sao
ba phu lai mudn budc Nhia Anh ty tu sat, rd rang Nha Anh la con gai rudt
clia 6ng Ay co ma?”
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“Hai van dé nay c6 thé duoc giai dap cting mot lac. Ba phu nguoi han 1a
khong ¢6 ¥ dinh btrc tir Nhd Anh, ong 4y chi muén de doa ty ay ma thoi.
Nhi Anh timg nhic dén trong bira tiéc ddy thoi, ty 4y timg néi vdi ba phu
nguoi vé 1y twong cta minh, song khong nhan duge sy ddong cam, ddy chinh
1a chuyén khi ay. B4 phu nguoi nghe Nhi Anh néi xong, sau khi kinh ngac
thi bén ra tay danh ty ay, song ong ay ciing biét 1am vay khong du dé Nha
Anh tlr b6 ¥ dinh ctia minh, thé 13, 6ng ay du dinh dé Nha Anh trai nghiém
cam giac kinh khung hon...”

Nghe t6i day, Lo Than khong khoi doi mit di.

“... Luc @6, 6ng dy dinh dé Nhia Anh hiéu duoc cam giac so hai khi can
ké céi chét — dau tién 1a budc Nha Anh tu sat, lai 1énh cho Quan Thuong
Nguyén cat dit day thing ding luc. Ba phu nguoi nghi chi can lam vay thi
Nha Anh s€ cai ta quy chinh, khong con diing khi thyc hién ly twdng cua ty
ay nita. Nhung v&i Nhd Anh ma néi, su da kich ndy qua niang né. Duéi tac
dong cua y chi cau sinh, ty 4y dd mat di Iy tri. Boi vAy ngudi dau tién bi giét
1a duong ca cta nguoi. C6 thé suy luan duoc ring, sau khi cat dat day
thimg, dudng ca nguoi quing dao gam trén mat dat, 6m Nhi Anh xudng.
Sau con kinh hai, Nhi Anh cam lay dao gam, giét chét Thuong Nguyén.
Khi nhin thiy Nha Anh cdm dao gim lao vé phia minh, ba phu nguoi tu biét
rang tay khong thi khong thé thang duoc, bén quay nguoi chay vé phia gian
chinh, dinh ldy thanh kiém dai kia. Tuy nhién t6i ctra thi bi Nhd Anh dudi
kip, lung bi tring dao ma chét. Cudi cung...”

“Pugc ro1, Tiéu Quy khong can noi nira.”
“Sau khi lam xong tat ca, Nhda Anh thay bd quan 40 nhuom mau ra, dot

no di, xur 1y hién truong mdt cach qua loa rdéi chay vé phia nha nguoi. Trén
day chinh la chan tuéng cua vu tham kich xay ra vao bon nam truée.”
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“Nhung Quy, ta khong hiéu. Tai sao ba phu nhét thiét phai lam t6i nude
nay dé budc Nhi Anh tir bo 1y tudng ctia minh?”

“Lo Than, dung 1a nguoi van khong hiéu. Néu nhu cho Nhi Anh thuc
hién 1y tuong cia ty ay thi s& dem lai hau qua gi cho nha ho Quan? Ta co
thé tom tat cho nguoi d6 1a: Diét toc. My nim nay nha ho Quan an cu noi
nui ring, chang qua 1a khong mudn bi cuén vao vong tranh chap quyén luc,
vi tuy dic thé c6 thé dat dugc vinh quang va ciia cai, song chi can that thé 1a
toan tdc s& bi dudi tan giét tuyét. Ma Nha Anh lai mot myc theo dudi diéu
d6. Co 1y tudong nhu vay, song lai sinh trong mot gia toc nhu thé, kho tranh
duogc viéc bi ham hai. Con ba phu nguoi lai & mdt nguodi lanh lung cay
nghiét, ong éy khong coi con cai cua minh nhu mdt ca thé doc lap, mdt
nguoi séng khoe manh ma chi coi nhu dd vat do minh sang tao ra. B&i vay
khi nghe Nha Anh bay t6, 6ng 4y chi thdy suy nghi ctia Nhi Anh 13 lung
tung xang bay, cho rang nhiing diéu minh di day ty ay déu uong phi, tham
chi coi Nhd Anh nhu mot thtr phé pham ma ong ay khong nén tao ra. Thuc
ra ma noi, néu Nha Anh khong ra tay giét nguoi, lai khong mudn tir bo 1y
tudng cua minh, vdi tinh cach ctia ba phu nguoi thi tinh canh ngay do sé
con tai dién, ma khi 4y, chua chic da c6 nguoi cat dat dy thimg cho ty
ay...

2

Néi téi day Quy khé thé dai, khong thé néi tiép nita. Lo Than ciing cam
nhan sy im lang cua nang, tu trong su im lang éy o thé nhan ra rat nhiéu
diéu ma Quy khong néi ra miéng: o 1a vé sy ky vong cia cha me véi con
céi, vé viéc cha me co quyén huy diét tu twong phan nghich cua con cai hay
khong, va rat nhiéu tim sy vé than thé cua chinh nang.

Mot luc l1au sau, Lo Than hoi:

“Vay chuyén khi d6 ¢o lién quan gi dén vu an cua c6?”
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“Thuc ra sy lién quan ndy ta ciing dd noi ra roi. Nhi Anh 1a mot nguoi
lam chung khong hoan toan dang tin, vi da chiu da kich qua 16n trong vu
viéc hoi bdn nam trude nén tAm mat cia ty Ay ludn cd gang tranh né mot vai
thtr.”

“Co diéu Nhi Anh ty da qua doi, chung ta khong thé xac nhan diém nay
Vi ty 4y.”

“Khéng can su xac nhan cia ty 4y. Loi ching cua ty dy dd noi 1én tat ca.
Ty 4y dd miéu ta vé sy xudt hién cua Tiéu Huu thé nay: ‘Nghe thiy phia sau
c6 tiéng budc chan, quay nguoi lai thi nhin thay Tiéu Huu.” Lo Thén, nguoi
khong thiy cau ndi nay that 1a ky la u? Khi 4y Nha Anh dang dung d6i dién
v6i nha kho, vi tri 4y gan nhu tua sat vao vach nii, néu ty ay dung ddi dién
v6i nha kho thi sao tiéng budc chan c6 thé truyén tdi tir phia sau dugc? Hay
dung hon 14 khi dy thuc ra Nhia Anh khong dung d6i dién thang véi nha
kho, ma quay mit vé mot hudng khac.”

“Hudng khac?”

“Nha Anh ¢ phia Nam, nha kho & phia Béc, 16i vao hém nui ¢ phia
Pong, dudng di toi sudi nude & phia Tay. Ma ban ddu Nhia Anh khong nghi
ngd Tiéu Huu, diéu ndy ching t6 hanh dong cua Tiéu Huu khong hé kha
nghi. Vay nén nhat dinh 12 em ay di di tir 16i vao hém nii — ciing chinh la
phia Pong — t6i chd Nhia Anh. Tuc 13, khi 4y chic chan Nha Anh di quay
mat vé hudng Tay, ciing chinh 1a huéng dong sudi.”

“Tai sao Nha Anh ty lai quay mat vé huéng do, & d6 dau co gi?”

“Chinh vi khong c6 thtr gi ca nén ty ay méi quay miat vé hudng do.
Nguoi ngdm lai di, phia Pong nha kho c6 thir gi?”

“Phia Péng... Phia Pong... Y nguoi 13, giéng nudc?”
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“Chinh x4c. Ptng & chd ciia Nhi Anh thi du ty ay nhin vé phia Dong
hay phia Bac déu co thé thdy cai giéng kia. Xin dimg quén, trén miéng
giéng c6 truc quay, trén truc quay quan day day thimg, d6 1a thor ma Nha
Anh tuyét d6i khong mudn thay, bai vay luc d6 ty Ay danh dung hudng vé
phia Tay. Nhu vay thi day thing sé& khong xuat hién trong tim mét cia ty
ay. Ta nghi, sau khi Tiéu Huu sat hai Chung phu nhan, nghe dugc tiéng
nguoi truyén tr trong hém nai, bén tron ¢ sau thanh giéng. Tiéu Huu von
dinh nhan lac moi nguoi déu di vao nha kho thi s& roi khoi do, thé nhung
Nhi Anh van ct dimg truée nha kho. Tiéu Huu tudng rang minh kho ma
trbn duoc, roi dan dan nhan ra Nhi Anh luén hudng mat vé phia Ty, chua
bao gio nhin vé phia minh. Thé 1a em 4y bi qua héa liéu, di vong ra phia
Dong cua Nha Anh, cling chinh la sau lung Nha Anh, v& nhu vira té1 tir noi
¢ cua chung ta.”

“Néu khi 4y nguoi xuat hién sau lung ty 4y khong phai Tiéu Huu, c6 18
Nha Anh ty s 18p tirc sinh nghi, vay thi Bach tién sinh va Giang Ly ty s¢€
khong phai chét, Nha Anh ty cling...”

“Dling thé, tiéc 1a khong ai nghi ngd Tiéu Huu, boi vi dudng nhu em ay
khong hé co dong co dé sat hai Chung phu nhan. Ciing chinh vi nguyén
nhan nay ma dén chét Giang Ly ciing khong biét duoc than phan cua hung
thu, ciing khong biét dong co giét nguoi ciia hung thu. Di ngdn cua ty y
huéng muc ti€u vao su thay doi dbi tuong té bai, thuc ra do6 chi 1a suy nghi
clia c4 nhan ty 4y, khong phai chan tudng ctia vu an.”

Lo Than nhé lai cudc doi thoai cua Nhda Anh va Quy hom qua:

D6 khéng phdi 16i ciia ngwoi, Vu Lang qudn, ta khong thé trach nguoi
diroc. Huong chi, nguyén vong ciia Giang Ly chi c6 thé giao cho nguori.

Qud nhién, Nhd Anh, ty biét tat cd.
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“Hom qua sau khi Nhd Anh ty ngan can y do tu sat ciia Tiéu Quy, da noi
mot cau ‘Vu Lang quan, xin dimg phy long’, khi dy trdi mua, ta khong nghe
1o doan sau. ROt cude Nha Anh ty da noi diéu gi?”

“Ty 4y néi ta ding phu 1ong cai chét ctia Tiéu Huu, ciing dimg phu long
Tiéu Huu da pham td1 vi ta.”

“Vi... Tiéu Quy?”

“Pung, s¢ di Tiéu Huu 1am vay, déu 1a tai ta. L6 Than, Chung phu nhan,
Bach tién sinh va Giang Ly dich thuc déu la nhimg ngudi hoc cao hiéu
rong, ngoai diém nay, bon ho con cdé mot diém chung nita, ma diém chung
nay kha bi an, khong dé nhéan ra. Khi ndy ta di noi, Tiéu Huu timg thinh
gido Bach tién sinh ham nghia ctia bai tho Tir khdm, bdi vi chi khi hiéu
dugc ¥ nghia cta hai cau trich tir Ti khdm kia, em ay méi quyét dinh dugc
c6 nén giét Giang Ly hay khong. Bit dau tir diém nay, c6 thé phat hién ra
diém chung cua ngudi bi hai.”

“Ta khong hiéu.”

“Tiéu Huu da nghe ta giai thich vé hai cau tho do Chung Trién Thi viét,
con nodi dung buc thu hdi dap ctia Giang Ly, tirc 13 hai cau Ti khdm, ta lai
chua giai thich ham nghia cta chiing, boéi vay em 4y khong hiéu duoc hoi
am cta Giang Ly c6 nghia 13 gi, n6i cach khac em ay khong thé xac dinh
duogc thai do cua Giang Ly véi Chung Trién Thi.”

“Thai d nao co thé khién Tiéu Huu nay sinh y dinh giét nguoi? Ta van
khong hiéu.”

“E 1a Tiéu Huu cho ring, 1a thu iy 13 sy bay t6 long 4i md ctia Chung
Trién Thi véi Giang Ly.”

“Pling thé. Nghe nguoi giai thich hai cu Luc y ma Trién Thi ca viét ra,
qua thue Tiéu Huu s& hiéu nhu vay.”
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“Cho nén em ay muén biét, liéu Quan Giang Ly c6 chdp nhan tinh cam
nay hay khong — No6i ding hon, em iy mudn biét liéu Giang Ly c6 4i mo
Chung Trién Thi hay khong.”

“Néu Giang Ly ty thich biéu ca thi Tiéu Huu budc phai sat hai ty ay u?”

“Pung vay. Néu Tiéu Huu nhan dinh Quan Giang Ly di don nhan tinh
cam cua Chung Trién Thi thi chac chan em 4y phai giét Quan Giang Ly. Ma
hai cau tho Giang Ly viét ra, ‘Thanh thanh tir kham, du du ngd tam. Ting
ngd bat vang, tir ninh bdt tw dm.” hom trudc ta timg giai thich rdi, dung 1a
c6 thé dién dat ¥ nghia 1a déng ¥ don nhan. Ta nghi chic han Bach tién sinh
cling giai thich v6i Tiéu Huu nhu vay. Thé 13 sau khi sat hai Bach tién sinh,
Tiéu Huu bén coi Giang Ly 1a muc tiéu ké tiép.”

“Ta van khong hiéu, rot cudce tai sao Tieéu Huu phai giét nguoi...”

“Nguoi bi Tiéu Huu sat hai déu c6 lién quan t6i mot chuyén, d6 1a — Cam
ki ctia Vu nit. Ta da ké véi nguoi 16, tat ca ngudi Té bao gdbm gia toc ta déu
cho rang Vu nir khong duoc quyén yéu va két hon, dudi cai nhin cua ho,
tinh yéu va hon nhén 13 diéu cam ki véi Vu nit. Tiéu Huu ciing cho 1a thé.
Duya theo quan niém nay, em éy moi sat hai Chung phu nhan, Bach tién sinh
va Quan Giang Ly. Tiéu Huu cho rang hanh vi cia Chung phu nhan va
Giang Ly da pha v& cam ki ndy, con Bach tién sinh thi lai dua ra 10i ban
rang Vu nit c6 thé pha v& cam ki 4y — Pay chinh 1a diém chung cta ngudi
bi hai.”

“Nhung Nhi Anh ty da noi trén bita tiéc r6i ma, Vu nit dat S¢ khong bi
rang budc boi cam ki nay. Khi d6 Tiéu Huu ciing c6 mat, em dy phai nghe

dugc moi dung.”

“Tiéu Huu khong dé y té1 diéu do, boi vi muc dich em ay giét nguoi
khong phai vi muodn trirng phat nguoi pha vé cam ki, ma vi muon... khuyén
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ran ta.”
Lo1 gidi thich Quy dua ra da vuot qua kha nang phan tich ctia Lo Than.

“Thuc ra moi tham kich déu bat ngudn tir vai cdu bong dua cua hai
chung ta. Trong bira tiéc hom 4y, ngwoi muc cho ta mot dia quy mudi, ta
bao nguoi ty an di, nguoi lai hoi ta c6 an luén dugce ca ta khong. Sau do ta
n6i dén chuyén vé Khuat Nguyén. Trong lic d6, ching ta dd néi may cau
bong dua. Lo Than, nguoi con nhé khong?”

Ngoai an ra thi dau con cach nao khién doi phuong tro thanh mot phan
cuia chinh minh nita?

Yéu mét nguoi thi phdi khién nguoi d6 tré thanh mét phan cia chinh
minh w? So thich cua Lo Than ky la that dcfy.

U, hodc la khién ban than tré thanh mét phdn cia nguoi dy ciing duoc.

Diéu nay thi dé dang hon dé. Chi can lam ngueoi dy ton thuwong la dwoc.
Y ta khéng phdi la sy ton thiwong vé gan cot da thit ma la tén thirong trong
Iong. Lam mét vai chuyén ma nguoi dy khéng thé chiu néi, néi ra nhing 1o
ma nguwoi dy khéng thé tiép thu, khién trong long ngwoi dy luén cé vét
thiwong do ngueoi tao nén sudt quang doi con lai. Vay thi nguoi ciing da tro
thanh mét phan cia nguoi dy. Thé nhung, chi vdy van chwa dii. Dii sao
minh van la minh, chwa thé hoan toan bién thanh mét phan cia doi phwong.
Néu muén lam t6i cung thi phai khién ban than thuc su bién mat méi duwoc.

Diing cdi chét ciia minh dé lam ngwoi dy ton thwong? Lai c6 nguwoi ding
phwong thirc nay dé biéu dat tinh yéu cia minh thdt w? Néu vdy ma ciing
goi la yéu thi thye ra thir tinh yéu nay chang khdc gi han.

Nguroi sai roi, Lo Than. Pdy méi la tinh yéu manh liét nhat. Nhitng danh

than thoi xwa, thang thdn can gidn, hy sinh vi chinh nghia la nhw thé -
Diing cdi chét ciia minh dé leu lai thirong ton trong long qudn vuong, dira
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vao dé dé dat dwoc muc dich khuyén ran. Ngii Tir Tuw tieng hung binh diét
Sé da lam nhw vy, ma Khudt Nguyén mét long muén phuc hung nuwde S6
ciing lam nhw thé. Viéc bon ho tw sdt bat nguon tir long trung qudn di quoc
hét muc: Khién chinh kién cia ban thin tré thanh mdt phan trong sinh
ménh cua quan vuong.

“Ta con nhd...”

“Loi néi dua cua ta khi d6, khong may da bién thanh cuong linh hanh
dong cua Tiéu Huu. Dya vao suy nghi 4y, Tiéu Huu d3 sat hai ba nguoi,
cudi cung tu sat ma chét. Tat ca nhitng diéu em 4y lam déu chi vi khuyén
ran ta ché ¢6 pha v& cam ki ctia Vu nit ma thoi.”

“R0 rang Tiéu Huu ngoan ngoan, hién lanh la thé, tai sao...”

“Tat ca déu 1a 15i cua ta. TAt ca déu vi ta 15 161 méi tao thanh cuc dién
hom nay, mdéi hai chét tat ca moi nguotl.” Khuon mat Quy lai hién 1én vé
dau don nhu vao budi sang hom qua khi 6m thi thé ctia Tiéu Huu, r6i lai roi
nudc mit, giong nodi ciing khan di, “Du sao trong bira tiéc hom 4y, ta d3 noi
‘Ham md Vu nit dit SO° ngay trudc mit Tiéu Huu, con néi chang qua ta
chua gap duoc nguoi minh thich ma thoi. PEm hom do, trén dudng td1 noi
& ciia Nhi Anh, ta lai néi ngay trudc mit em 4y, ‘Ta cling dd suy xét rat ki
m&i lua chon cach séng hién gio”, con ndi ‘Néu mot ngay nao do ta mat hét
hirng thu vé1 nhitng thtr nay, ¢6 khi ta s€ phan bdi lai gia toc cua chinh minh
éy cht’... Lo Than, ta da no1 voi nguot, tat ca nguoi Té, ké ca gia tc cua ta
déu tin rang, néu ‘Vu nhi’ yéu va két hon thi gia toc clia nang s& gap tai
wong, ban than nang ciing vo cung bat hanh. Tiéu Huu ciing tin vao diéu
nay, chic chin em dy khong mong ta gip bat hanh nén mdi lam nhu vay.
Néu ta phat hién ra tAm 10ng ctia em ay sém hon mot chut thi ¢o 1§, ¢6 18...”

L6 Than quang con dao trong tay di, dm Quy vao long an ui.
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“Vao dém Giang Ly ta thé, ta chot nghi dén gia thiét Tiéu Huu 1a hung
thu, duong nhién ta khong cho day 1a chan tuéng, nhung van nira dua nira
that n6i cho Tiéu Huu nghe. Két qua em 4y lai thG nhan rang, tat ca déu la
nhiing t6i 16i ma em éy da pham vi ta. Lo Than, nguoi c6 thé tudng tuong
dugc tam trang khi 4y cta ta khong? Ta han khong thé 1ap tic 1ay cai chét
dé ta toi trudc mit nguoi va nguoi than cua nguoi. Nhung cudi clng ta van
tha thir cho Tiéu Huu. Lo Than, nguoi mau budng ta ra, nguoi phai han ta
moi ding. Khi ndy néu nguoi ddm mot nhat két liéu tinh mang ca ta thi tot
roi... Boi vi ta 1a mot ngudi nhu vay, khi biét ngudi hau cia minh vi minh
ma giét ba ngudi vo toi, ta lai tha thir cho em dy ma khong hé do dy. Ta bao
em 4y quén chuyén nay di, quén di viéc ban than em Ay chinh 1a hung thu
sat hai ba nguoi. Ta con noi, trén thé gian ndy chi ta mdi c6 tu cach trimg
phat em éy, chi ta méi c6 thé phan x¢ét t01 &c cua em éy, roi thuc thi trung
phat. Boi vay ta méi danh em ay. Ta chua timg xudng tay ning nhu vy, day
cling 13 1an dau tién em 4y khoc khi chiu don. Sau d6 ta ciing khoc. Ta da
doan em 4y s& chét, doan dugc cudi ciing em 4y s& chon phuong thirc nay
dé hoan thanh sy can gian cua minh. Tuy nhién ta khong biét minh c6 thé
lam gi. Ta thoa thubc trji thuong cho em 4y, d¢ em iy nam ngt canh ta, lip
lai hét 1an nay dén lan khac rang ta tha thtr cho em ay. Con em ay chi néi,
em ay rat hanh phiic vi duoc tré thanh nguoi hau cia ta. Ta s¢ ngay hom
sau tinh lai s& danh mat Tiéu Huu, bén gang dé minh khong ngi quén,
nhung cudi cung ta van thiép di. Trudc khi chim vao gidc ngu, ta dd 6m
chat 1ay Tiéu Huu, ta twong rang 1am vay thi em ay s& khong roi bo ta. Song
khi ta tinh lai, Tiéu Huu d3 khong con & bén ta nita...”

Thé roi, L6 Than ciing tha thir cho Quy dang khoc tham thiét trong 10ng
nang.
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3]

Ngay hom sau, tro1 quang va rang mai déu xuat hién.

Man dém phu trén nti va thung liing da bi xé rach, anh sang trao dang tu
phia chén troi. Nhitng ang may tu khip troi bdng duoc chiéu sang ruc rd,
khién mau sic bao vé hoa vao mau troi dém gin nhu bién mat hoan toan.
Chang bao 1au sau, bong t6i dan tan ¢ noi giap voi nhitng vang may tia.

D6 14 vang mit troi dang dan 1én cao gilta nhitng ting mAy, anh binh
minh ciing trd nén md mit. Bau trdi chuyén tir mau muyc sang mau vang dat,
cudi cung bién thanh mau xanh lam pha luc. Mit troi do van 1én cao, rot
cudc cling choc thung tang may. Tir d6 bau khong khi tré nén 4m ap, suong
mu giing khip nii cling dot ngot tiéu tan. Nhitng dom sang vang bong rai
khip mit dat. Nhung cung lac dy, nhirng ngdi sao cling bi vui 1ap giita bau
troi hét nhu bién mau.

Bay gio, Quy va Lo Than mot 1an ntra di t61 noi ma Tiéu Huu an nghi.

Nhung sau lan tham md§ nay, cac nang s€ khong quay vé nha ho Quan
ntra.

Quy budc chat con ngya cai chd hanh ly, nim tay Lo Than leo 1én suon
nui. Trén ndi toan 13 cdy thu va cdy ngd dong, cdy bach méi dugc trong
xudng truéc md Tiéu Huu 13n trong sé do, rat kho nhin thay tir xa. Nhung
sudt doi ndy Quy va Lo Than s& nhd mai con dudng nay, cho du ca hai déu
khong biét, sau hom nay, trong sudt quang doi con lai, cac nang khong con
co hoi t6i tham noi nay 1an nita.

Suong mai thAm udt vat 40 hai ngudi.

“Chung ta... thyc sy phai té1 Truong An u?”
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“To1 gio 161 ma nguoi van muon nuodt 161 u?” Trudc cau héi cua ban,
thiéu nt mac 4o ngan, deo cung tén hoi nguoc lai.

“Sao ta co thé hdi han dugc? Ta chi hoi bat an ma thoi.”

“Ta hiéu ma, roi khoi qué huong von khong phai chuyén dé dang. Hudng
chi ¢6 ¢6 nguoi con chua duoc chén cat, cic ty ty van chua phat tang, lic
nay roi khoi Van Mong, chic han nguoi ludn ay nay trong long.”

“Um.” Lo Than gat dau, “Nhat 1 lan nay phu than lai khong khuyén can
ta. T6i qua khi ta roi khoi gian chinh, quay dau lai nhin dng 4y, vé mit ong
ay gidng hét nhu khi Nha Anh ty biét tin Giang Ly ty da qua doi. Ta biét ro
lac nay minh nén & lai cing dng 4y — giéng nhu t6 tién cua ta vy, o lai noi
nguy hiém, am uét va khién ngudi ta dau kho nay ca doi.”

“Ong 4y ké chuyén d6 cho chung ta, thuc sy khién ta bat ngd. Ong Ay
nhét dinh da coi Nha Anh nhu con rudét moi tu trach dén nhu vay, to1 g10 ma
van nhé mai khong quén.”

Tbi qua khi Quy va Lo Than téi tir biét Quan V6 Dat, d3 nghe dugc mot
cau chuyén cach day khong l1au 1am. Chi vi nguoi trong cudc déu khong con
nita, nén mai khién nguoi ta thiy vo cung xa x0i. Hoa ra sau khi Quan Ky
Y qua doi, Giang Ly ting cau xin Quan Vo Dat cho phép nang va Nha Anh
roi khoi Van Mong, toi Truong An song nuong tua vao ¢d cd. Giang Ly so
néu ctt & lai Van Mong thi Nhd Anh khong khéi nhin vt nhé ngudi, som
mudn gi cling di theo Ky Y.

Nhung Quan V6 Dat khong chap nhan thinh cau ctia con gai.

Thé nén lan nay khi Quy hy vong dwa Lo Thén roi di, khong hé bi ngan
can.
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“Tuy nhién ta khong thdy phu than c6 gi sai.” Lo Than hoi run run néi.
Nang cb gang che gidu ndi bi thuong, giit cho giong ndi binh than nhit,
song ciling khong thé gat duoc Quy man cam. “Khi ay Nha Anh ty chiu ndi
dau 16n nhu vay, dot nhién ro1 khéi Van Mong t61 mot moi truong méi, bi
budc phai ddi mat véi sinh hoat phirc tap hon, con phai sdng cing nhiing
nguoi xa la, vy cling qua tan nhan véi ty 4y. Nhu mot cai cdy di gan kho
héo, du co Chuyén né téi mot khoanh dat mau m& khac cling chua chic no
d3 song dugc. Ty Ay di truong thanh trong hoan canh qua nghiém khic, toi
nghiét mac phai cling quéa ning né, lai gap da kich khing khiép nhu vay, so
rang khong gi ¢6 thé ctru duoc ty ay.”

“C6¢ 1€ dung 1a nhu vay.”

“Tiéu Huu ciing thé... Tiéu Quy, c6 mot chuyén ta khong bao gio tha thi
cho nguoi, d6 13 nguoi da timg nguoc dii Tiéu Huu, ma con nguoc dai sudt
nam ndm rong. Co 1€ nguyén nhan thyc sy gdy nén tham kich khong phai
vai cau bong dua ngay do ciia nguoi, ciing khong phai cdm ki ctia Vu nit
nguoi phai ganh vac, ma 1a su day dd cta nguoi v6i Tiéu Huu. Ta c6 thé
tuéng twong duge sy hoang mang ctia em 4y. Pau tién nguoi dung roi dé
cho em 4y biét tuyét ddi khong duogc cii 101 nguoi, in han tin diéu nhu thé
lén da thit em éy; sau d6 lai bat em éy hoc thudc nhitng gido diéu ma nguoi
t6n thd, nhitng gido diéu d6 néi v4i em 4y rang, nhat dinh phai sta chira
khuyét diém cta cha nhan, d6 méi thyc 1a trung thanh. Chinh hai ludng tu
tuéng hoan toan trai nguoc d6 di day Tiéu Huu vao budc duong cing. Ta
con nhd sau bita tiéc, em ay thir néi véi nguoi vé ndi phién mudn ctia minh,
nhung nguoi chi biao em 4y tu can nhic. Khi d6 néu nguoi c6 thé dan dit
em 4y noi ra suy nghi ctia minh thi ciing khong c6 nhiéu ngudi phai mat
mang nhu thé.”

“... Nguoi néi nghe qua nhe nhang.” Téi gio thi Quy ciing khong thé
gidu giém su dao dong ctia minh trudc mat ngudi ban ngdc nghéch nira.
“Khi gap Tiéu Huu, ta m&i muoi hai tudi. Sao co thé yéu cau dia bé moi
muoi hai tudi day bao ngudi khac mot cach chinh xac duge? Hon nita vi bi
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cuop doat quyén lg1 quan trong nhét, lai dugc gia toc bo mac va dung tung,
khién ta co6 thé diéu khién ty nir ciia minh ma khong hé bi han ché - Chinh
ta cling khong dugc day bao mot cach hop 1y. Ta chi nhan dugc tur cha me
su giam cam va dén bu cho diéu d6 ma thoi.”

“Ta hiéu...”

“Nguoi timg thuc su day bdo ta, gid ngdm k¥ lai,” Quy mim cudi cb
don, nho giong ndi, “Co 18 ciing chi ¢6 Tiéu Huu théi, mic du em dy dung
phuong thirc cuc doan nhu vay.”

“Pung the, con cuc doan hon ca cach ma nguoi doi xir véi em ay.”
Cuoi cung hai nguoi cling leo 1é€n go nui kia.

Ho déu hiéu, tién thém vai budc 14 s& budc vao ving dat ciia nguoi thién
co. Tiéu Huu da bo lai “thé gidi” clia cac nang phia sau lung. Ma nguoi ¢
lai trén thé gii nay van co thé cing ton tai véi Tiéu Huu. Néi cho cung,
“Chung ta cling khong thuc su trdi qua qué trinh tor vong cua nguoi khac,
cung 1am chi 14 ‘¢ canh’ ma théi.” Hudng chi, “Du 1a ai ciing khong thé lay
di cai chét cuia ngudi khac tir chd ké ay. Puong nhién c6 ngudi c6 thé chét
vi nguoi khac’. Nhung du sao thi cling gidng nhu hy sinh ban than vi nguoi
khac ‘trong mot cong cudc xac dinh’. Cai chét kiéu nay khong cd nghia 1a
thong qua do6 c6 thé lay di cai chét ctia nguoi khac.” - Trude nay mdi ngudi
déu phai tu chap nhan cai chét ciia chinh minh.*

* Chii thich cua tac gia: Tham khdo tdc pham Ton tai va thoi gian ciia Martin Heiderger:
Cai chét cua Tiéu Huu cling 1a nhu vay.

Chung quy né ciing khong thé khién Quy tranh khoi cai chét, ma cing
lam chi khién nang hiéu thém vé cai chét ma thoi.

Khi nhin thay cy bach kia, Lo Than ding budc.
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“Ta nghi, c6 1& ta khong nén t&i d6 thi tot hon. Thuc ra hom qua ta da
nghi sudt dém, nhung vin khong biét phai d6i mat voi em ay thé nao. Boi
vay, xin phién Tiéu Quy thay ta cdo biét em ay.”

“Um, khoéng can mién cudng lam gi. Moi chuyén cur dé ta lo.”
The ro1, Quy budc lén, cudi cung dirng trudec mo cua Tieu Huu.

- Tiéu Huu, gio em d3 tro thanh mot phan cia ta dng nhu ¥ nguyén, thoi
khic nay em van & trong ngudi ta, em 1a vét thuong long cua ta, toi 16i cta
ta, su hdi han cua ta, cling 12 hdi e ma ta khong danh 10ng nhé lai nhung at
s& on lai. Khi ta chét di, chiing ta s& gip nhau trong hd nudc am ap kia. Khi
ay, khong gi co thé khién chung ta chia lia.

- Nhung Tiéu Huu &, du vdy ta cling khong thé cham vao em, khong thé
dn com em nAu, cang khong thé tac thanh cho tu do va hanh phtc cua em.
Tiéu Huu khong thé song lai nhu mot ca thé séng. So rang trong quing doi
con lai cua ta, khong con chuyén gi khién ta hdi han, nudi tiéc hon 1a danh
mat em. Hon nita, e 13 cling s& khong con quing thoi gian ngot ngao nhu
nim nim qua nita, du sao, trong nhitng nam thang iy, em van ludn & bén ta.

- Tuy t6i tdn by gid, em van & d6, quanh quan bén ta, chim chi theo ddi
ting hanh dong cia ta, lang nghe tiéng 1ong ma ta khong thé ké cho ngudi
khac, nhung du sao ddy ciing khong phai th ma ta mong mudn. Cé diéu
néu day 1a nguyén vong ctia em, ta s& tiép thu, du em chua timg doi hoi bat
cu thu gi tu ta, tham chi chua mng chinh miéng cho ta biét tim nguyén cia
minh. Vay nén nguyén vong cudi cing ctia em, ta nhat dinh s& thuc hién
cho em, em di tré thanh mot phan cua ta, ching ta sé mai mai khong chia
lia...

- Nhung tai sao ta khong thé cam nhan duoc su ton tai ctia em?
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- Tai sao ta khong ngimng am thi, lira gat ban than, ép minh tin ring
nguyén vong cia em da dugc thuc hién, nhung ta chéng thé cam nhan duoc
niém vui khi ta & bén em nhu ngay trudc?

- Tai sao ta thAm goi tén em hét 1an nay dén 1an khac, thdm chi gol ra
thanh tiéng, song em khong hé tra 10i ta, trudc ddy em khong bao gio nhu
vay.

- Quad nhién, cai chét 1a nhu thé nay. Khong con hoi trc, cling khong thé
gap lai, cudi cung chi con bong t61 vo tan va gio lanh tiéu dicu.

- Vay thi ta nén séng vi diéu gi day?

- So rang diéu ta di timg tin - “cai chét ngot ngao” von chi 1a mot vong
tudng, chi la sy ty thoi mién nyc cuoi ma dang thuong: Nho sy am thi nay
dé trén chay ndi so bi ngudi doi quiy nhidu. Nhung bat dau tir hom nay, ta
s& khong thé khong d6i mat voi nd. Cudi cing quing doi con lai cia ta sé
phai song trong ndi so cai chét hay sao? E 14 téi mot khoanh khac nao do,
moi thir ma ta theo dudi s& hoa thanh tro bui va bun dat, gibng nhu than thé
ctia ta, ma linh hon sbng trong thin thé ta ciing sé& tiéu tan trong thoi khic
ay.

- So rang cudi cung ta s& hoan toan rodi xa thé gidi nay.

- Khong 1€ day chinh la nguyén vong cua em? Khong 1€ em ro1 bo ta chi
vi mudn ta hiéu dugc mét sy that tan khdc ma ta khong mudn hiéu r3? Hay

1a két qua nay khong phai diéu ma em ky vong?

- Xin hay cho ta biét, Tiéu Huu. ..
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Loi cuoi sach

Ngay 10 thang 7 nam 2012, khi cudn tiéu thuyét nay hoan thanh ban
théo, t6i lién noi theo 1& cii trong Cdo Cdnh T huyét Ké thudc Biét truyén
Liéu Nhir Thi ma 1am ba bai tuyét ct. Khi ay toi ctr so rang tam muoi bdn
chir nay s€ hoa thanh 101 tién tri vao mot ngay nao do, nén khong ddm manh
miéng ma ciling chang dam noi go. Thyc ra tir khi bat dau 1én ¥ tudng cho
cudn tiéu thuyét ndy vao nam 2010, toi da biét rd rang né nhat dinh s& kho
chao doi hon cac cudn tiéu thuyét khac rat nhiéu - cum tir “chao doi” & day
vira chi chuyén sang tac, vira mang ham y vé viéc xudt ban - Du sao day
cling 14 tac pham chi tdi médi c6 thé hoan thanh, ma t6i lai 1a mot nguoi luoi
biéng, hay mat tap trung lai con khé ky quic.

Chi t6i médi c6 thé viét ra mot cudn tiéu thuyét nhu vay - thoat nghe thi
nhu mot 101 ty thuat cuc ky ki€u ngao. Nhung may ma khi doc dugc cau
nay, chic 1a doc gia da doc hon mot tram nghin chir trudc do roi, nén han 1a
s& khong hiéu 1am ¥ toi. Toi khong tin trén doi nay con nguoi thir hai c6
hing tha ky quic va két ciu tri thirc twong dong voi minh, vay nén t6i mai
tu phu tuyén bd rang trén doi nay s& khong con cudn tiéu thuyét nao gidng
nhu Lé té miia xudn nita. Bé chut céng stte tim hiéu Hdn Thu* va céac loai
Kinh, lai ¢6 chut hirng thu véi triét hoc phuong Tay, bén canh dé con ton
thd tac pham cua Shinzo Mitsuda va Yutaka Maya nhu nhitng nguyén tic
t6i cao cua tiéu thuyét trinh tham, va diém cudi cung — ciing 13 diém mang
tinh quyét dinh va tinh hay diét — mot ké cudng tin véi Co dién hoc va Ban
cach** co dién lai tr6t ban linh hén minh cho vin héa A.C.G*** Nhat Ban.
Néu cdi doi nay con c6 ngudi thit hai vé dung nhu t6i, vy nguoi d6 chinh
1a phan than (Doppelganger) ctia toi, chic chan sé& tré thanh tri ky hoic ké
thu khong doi troi chung sudt doi véi toi.

* Mot tai liéu lich sw Trung Qué’c c6 dai viét vé giai doan lich su thoi Tay Han ti nam 206 TCN

den nam 25.
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** Mot truong phdi tiéu thuyét trinh tham, chii trong tinh logic dé pha gidi vin dé, hoan toan
twong phan voi truong phdi xa hoi chu trong ta thuc. Trinh tham ban cdch khong chu trong ta thuc
ma di sdu vao tinh tiét ly ky va quy ké tham sau, qua suy ludn logic dé trién khai tinh tiét. Thurong cé
tinh tiét giét nguoi trong phong kin hodc giét ngwoi giita ddo biét ldp. Phdi Ban cdch cé thé théa
man nhitng doc gid coi viéc gidi cau dé nhuw thii vui, thuwong dé déc gia va tham tir cing ditng trén
mot binh dién, nam gitr lwong manh moi nhw nhau, thir thach tri thong minh cua doc gia, dé xem ho
c6 thé dwa ra loi giai ddp nhw tham tir hay khéng. Boi vdy dac trung ciia trinh tham ban cdch la chii
trong tinh logic va tinh céng bang. (Theo baike)

®*¥% 4 C.G la tir viét tat chi Anime, Comics va Games Nhat Ban.

Ciing vi cudn tiéu thuyét nay in ddm du 4n ca nhan nén nhitng diéu t6i
mudn biéu dat da hién hién hét trong chinh van, thuc ra chrfmg can viét 1o
cubi sach lam gi. Co diéu tu toi ciing biét ngudi khac khong thé hiéu noi tai
sao t0i lai dat tén cho cudn tiéu thuyét nay 1a Lé té miia xudn* (tic Nguyén
nién xudn chi té), boi vay toi phai giai thich rd.

* Tén goc theo Han Viét cia tiéu thuyét Lé té mia xudn la Nguyén nién xudn chi té, trong dé
“nguyén nién” chi nam dau tién cua mot nién hiéu vua, vi du “Thién Han nguyén nién” la chi “Nam

Thién Han thir nhat”, tén Nguyén nién xudn chi té co nghia goc la: Lé té vao mua xudn nam thie

nhat (cua mot nién hiéu vua).

Thuc ra thi nim chir 4y 13 su két hop giita ba chit “Nguyén nién xuan*”
bét ngudn tir Kinh Xudn Thu va tén vo ballet Xudn chi té%* (tic v& Le Sacre
du printemps) cua Igor Stravinsky™**,

* Co nghia la “Mua xudn nam thir nhat (cua mot nién hiéu vua)”.
** Co nghia la “Lé té vao mua xuan”.

**% Joor Fyodorovich Stravinsky (1882 — 1971): Nha soan nhac nguwoi Nga, nguoi duoc coi la
mét trong nhitng nha soan nhac cé tam anh hieong nhat thé ky XX.

T6i chon ba chit trong Kinh Xudn Thu boi vi quyén tiéu thuyét nay 1a mo
dau cua toan b series vé Vu Lang Quy, ma nang ay lai song ¢ thoi Han Vil
dé, ciing chinh 1a thdi ky hung khoi ciia Xuan Thu hoc. Cho du Pong Trong
Thu* khong thé song téi ndim ma tiéu thuyét bat dau, nhung nhiing kién
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thirc ma 6ng dé lai van ton tai, tinh hoa tuyét m¥, nit chinh dudi ngoi but
cua toi1 cling phan nao hudng vé diéu ay.

* Béng Trong Thw (179 TCN — 104 TCN): Nha triét hoc duy tam thoi Tay Han, mét dai dién tiéu
biéu ciia Nho hoc.

Bén canh do, thoi gian xay ra cau chuyén cling dugc to1 dit vao nam
Thién Han tht nhat (nim 100 truéc Cong Nguyén). Pay khong phai mot
nam dac biét dang dé ky niém, nhung nién hi¢u nay lai c6 y nghia dic biét
v6i toi. Phan tha ba muoi hai Tw M@ Thién truyén thudc cudn Hdn Thie co
viét: “Do d6 Tu M3 Thién da dya theo Td Thi, Quéc Ngik(1), suu tam Thé
Ban, Chién Quéc Sach(2), ké lai S¢ Han Xudn Thu(3), viét tiép chuyén sau
do, dung lai ¢ thoi Thién Han.” Vay tuc 1a Sur Ky(4) do Tu Ma Thién(5)
viét rat co thé chi ghi chép dén thoi dai nay. (Phan do Tw M4 Thién viét
trong St Ky trén thuc té két thic vao khoang thoi gian nao, co ca thay ba y
kién, c6 thé tham khdo nghién ctru cia Vuong Qubc Duy, Chu Péng
Nhuén, Luc Diéu Pong... dé hiéu thém). Trong Thdi Sir Céong tir dé tira, khi
nhic téi nguyén nhan sang tac St Ky, tung trinh bay thé nay: “Nguoi xua
d3 noi: ‘Sau khi Chu Cong mat dugc nim trim nim thi c6 Khong Tu.
Khéng Tt mat dén nay dd dugc ndm traim nam. Néu c6 ké ndi nghiép, soi
sang cho do1, chinh 1y duoc Dich truyén, tiép tuc Kinh Xudn Thu, nim duoc
cai gbc cta Kinh Thi, Kinh Thw, Kinh Lé, Kinh Nhac(6), thi 1a ¢ lac nay
day! O luc nay day.” Ké hén mon nay dam dau tir chdi viée ay.”(7) Ma cho
du St Ky c¢6 ké thira Kinh Xudn Thu hay khong, t6i ciing thyc sy muén lay
cai thoi dai Sir Ky cham dat dé lam diém khoi dau, viét nén mot tic pham
c6 thé khién minh cam thay khong séng hoai sdng phi kiép nay.

(1) Tiec Xudan Thu ngogi truyén hay Ta thi ngoai truyén.
(2) Cuén cé sir Trung Quéc viét vé lich sir thoi Chién Quoc, tir nam 490 TCN dén nam 221 TCN.
(3) Tirc chién tranh Hdn — S¢ giita Luu Bang va Hang Vi,

(4) La cuon sir cia Tw Ma Thién, dwoc viét tie nam 109 TCN dén 91 TCN, ghi lai lich sit Trung
Quéc trong hon 2500 nam tir thoi Hoang Dé cho téi thoi Han Vil dé.
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(5) Tw Ma Thién (145 TCN — 86 TCN), tén tw Tir Truwong, la tac gid bo Sir Ky. Ong duwoc ton la

Ste thanh, mot trong Muoi vi thanh trong lich sw Trung Quoc.

(6) Do Khong Tir hiéu dinh nhung vé sau bi Tan Thiy Hoang dot mat, chi con lai mét it lam

thanh mot thién trong Kinh Lé goi la Nhac ky.

(7) Ban dich cua Nhiz Thanh.
Do cling 1a 1y do t61 sang tac Lé té mua xuan.

Con vé viéec muon cai tén Xudn chi té, ngoai viéc nd phit hop véi tinh tiét
trong tiéu thuyét, mot phan ciing vi n6 c6 lién quan tdi phong cach 4m nhac
ctia v& ballet nay: chil nghia nguyén thuy va k¥ xao hién dai. Pung thé, toi
thuc sy mudn doc gia nghe dugc tiéng long cua Ong cha ta, mudn goi hdn
cho nén vin minh ¢6 xua trong mot thoi gian dai ludn bi coi 1a thdi nat sa
doa, bdi vay té1 moi tim di moi cach ma chon ra hinh thurc tiéu thuyét trinh
tham ndy, danh chinh ngon thuan dung sinh ménh cua cac thiéu nit dé hién
té - No6i cach khac, t6i dang thir viét vé hé thong truyén dao Nho gia cua
phuong Pong ¢ dai bang loai hinh vin hoc phuong Tay hién dai. Thir 15i
cho sy ngu dbt cua toi, thir hoi ngoai Lé té mua xudn, da tung c6 ai thu
nghi¢m nhu vady bao gio chua?

Series vé Vu Lang Quy sé khong két thuc tai ddy, song ndi lo nghi vé tho
van va van dé khao chung khién t6i chua thé hoan thanh cudn ké tiép. Tac
pham tiép theo (tam dat tén 13 O Chi Thw Hiing) s& n6i vé nhitng chuyén ma
Quy va Lo Than gap phai khi t61 Truong An, cling s€ xoay quanh mdt nhan
vat chinh tri quan trong cudi thoi Han Vi dé 1a Luu Khuat Ly va gia toc dé
phat trién cau chuyén.

Gan day, toi cling dang tai khong dinh ky series tac pham vé tham tir
thiéu nir xinh dep Luc Thu Tra cling tén véi toi trén tap chi Trink thdm. Cho
du truc thoi gian hién tai dang ding lai ¢ thoi diém cb éy hoc trung hoc,
nhung s& c6 mot ngay tién do cau chuyén theo kip cudc doi cia toi. Toi khi
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do, c6 thé to1 cling s€ ké lai qua trinh sang tac Lé té mua xudn qua goc nhin
cua c0 ay.

Cuo1 cung, keém theo bai viét nay la ba bai tuy¢t ci ma to61 nhac téi ban
dau:

May nam thap nén trai dém dai, vai lan vat oc viéet mua xuan.

Tuéi xanh thir but déu la thé, vé lai nhw t6i ciing gop phan.

Chuea bdo cdu tir gdy tai hoa, sém nghe rong tuéch di bi ai.

Viet thanh muwoi van chit thira thdi, cat bo mac gio dong tro tai.

Troi dat bon mua luan chuyén mai, nghin nam song chét dén di hoai.

Nhiing diéu té nhi loi khén t6, xin doi hong hoang khai sang cho.

Luc Thu Tra
Ngay 30 thang 6 nam 2015, tai nha riéng & Kanazawa.
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