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Gioi thieu sdch

Ttr mot bénh vién tdm than, mot cuén s6 duoc kin dao duwa ra
ngoai, trong dé ghi chép cdu chuyén co tich chua tirng thdy vé
cudc chién giita hai phe, mét la Yéu tinh Rdu Xanh, hai la lién
minh Hoang tir Ech, Méo Di Hia, Nhim Hans, Lo Lem va Khdn
Do. Lién minh c6 muc tiéu danh bai Rau Xanh va cttu thoat
cong chua Bach Tuyét. Nhung khdc vdi truyén co tich thong
thuong, truyén nay két thiic & cho ta da thang chinh, Bach Tuyét
phdi sbng mdi mdi v&i Rdau Xanh trong nwéc mdt, & mot ldau dai
chat day thit nguoi bo lo.

Cdu chuyén ki di dy chita dung nhitng manh moéi vé mét vu dn bi
hiém cdch ddy hai muoi ndm, voi rdt nhiéu nguoi b6 mang mot
cdch kho hiéu trong dinh thw cua mét nha giau. Khong déng co,
khong an oan, khong hung thu. Chu nhan dinh thy bi coi la nghi
pham, dd mau chong hoéa dién va bé tron khéi hién truong voi
téc dé6 marathon ki luc la 60 km/h. Ong ta bi bdt va téng vdo
vién tdm than mot thoi gian thi treo co, dé lai cuén truyén co
tich thay nguoi, thay cho 10i kéu oan thong thiét.

Hai muwoi ndm sau, theo loi moi ctia hdu dué chi nhdn, mot so6
nhdn tai khong hé dinh liu dén ai trong vu dn ndm xua dd ngoi
qudy quan dé lat lai chdn twéng. Nhung chi qua mot hém, hdu
dué nay bi giét trong phong kin, bo lai cdc vi khdch hoang mang
ngo ngac. Lai khong dong co, khong an oan, khong hung thu,
tham chi khong cach thue gdy an.

Tat ca nhitng manh maéi con lai, chi la cuén truyén co tich dén
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Ma dau

Bach Tuyét trong phong giam bi mat

https://thuviensach.vn



1

X1t Obsidian — Hoang tit Ech
Ngay xtta ngay xua, c6 mot X s& tén la Obsidian.
O x17 s xa xbi ay, c6 mdt hoang tir dién trai, moi ngwdi déu goi chang la Hoang tit Ech. Vi
sao goi 1a Hoang t&¥ Ech? Ping sau ci tén nay 1a ca mot cau chuyén. Thud nhé, hoang ti bi
mot mu phu thiy ac doc nguyén rda, vinh vién phai giam minh trong dam lay.

Ngay ngay, chang déu buon rau, 6m op hat 1én bai ca khong ai hiéu dwgc.

Mot hom, chgt cé nang cong chua tr xa that 1a xa t6i, moi nguwdi déu goi nang la Cong chua
Bach Tuyét. Da nang trang nhu tuyét, ma do nhuw trai tdo, mai téc den mugt nhw go mun.
Khong nhitng xinh dep, cong chida con tot bung, diu dang, thuwong choi dua véi cac con vat.
Nai, thd, s6c hay chim sé trong ritng sdu déu rat thich nang vi Bach Tuyét thudng cho
chiing an, con ké chuyén cho ching nghe.

Nang cong chiia tot bung nhw thién than 4y da gdp Hoang ti¥ Ech bén bo dam.
“Fch a éch 0i, sao anh budn ba thé?” Bach Tuyét hoi.

“T6i von 1a hoang ti nwdc nay, bi phu thiy nguyén rda nén méi bién thanh éch.”
“Hoang t dang thuong cua t0i, phéi lam sao ma&i giup anh trd lai nguyén hinh?”

Con éch givong cap mat tho 16 toi nghiép 1én, vat nai, “Cong chida yéu quy, chi nu hon ctaa
nang mdi c6 thé hoa giai 16i nguyén phu thuy ma thoi.”
Nghe Ech nai ni, Bach Tuyét mém long, cti xuéng nang con vat nhon nhét 1én hén.

Nhan dwgc nu hon cia cong chida, Ech 1ap tic bién thanh moét chang hoang t mét long
lanh, miéng twoi cuoi.

Thay hoang t& anh tudn, Bach Tuyét khong khdi xao xuyén, hoang t¥ cling rat mén nang
cong chua xinh dep nay. Thé la theo y chi ctia nha vua Obsidian, hai nguwdi cé thé thanh
hén, song hanh phiic bén nhau.
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Phong giam — Cong chiaa Bach Tuyét
Chang hiéu sao, Rau Xanh lai nghe dwgc tin ay.

Rau Xanh 1a mot tén vua 4c doc, tri vi x{t s& ndm vé phia Bic Obsidian. O d6, cudc song
dan chung hét sitc 1am than co cyc. Han thwdng bat nhitng thiéu nit xinh dep vé nhét vao
phong giam bi mat do han chinh tay xay dyng, hanh ha ho ttr tw, cudi cing mdi giét chét.
Nghe n6i Rau Xanh thich méu thiéu nit, tham chi con muon hién té mau ho cho quy. Sau
hang loat vu mat tich, ngwoi dan x¢ d6 don rang trong 1au dai cia Rau Xanh c6 quy dit an
thit nguoi.

Rau Xanh xwa nay van thém muén Cong chda Bach Tuyét xinh dep, nghe néi nang sap
cwdi Hoang tir Ech thi néi gian dung dung, bén 1ap giao wdc véi quy, héa phép ra mét con
16¢, cudn cong chiia & cach d6 ca van dim vé lau dai. Hoang t¥ Ech dang di cting Bach
Tuyét, chang khong c6 phép thuat nén danh tro mat nhin vi hén thé ma minh hét long yéu
thwong bi con 16¢ cwdp mat.

Rau Xanh bat dugc Bach Tuyét thi ha hé 1dm, nhét nang vao mét phong giam dac biét hinh
chir H va dich than giir chia khoa. Trudce khi bo di, han con giao hen véi Bach Tuyét, néu
trong vong nita nam khong ai dén tim, nang sé phai lam vg han. Bach Tuyét dap, “Khong
doi ndo ta cwdi con quy xau xi nha ngwoi, Hoang tit Ech nhat dinh sé t6i citu tal”

Bi nhét trong phong, cong chiia hét sitc buon chan. Nang nhéd dén cudn Sach Tri Tué day
cop nang thwong dé trong phong ngi. Moi lan doc sach, nang lai biét thém chit hodc twr
md&i. Nang rat nhé phu virong, ciing rat nhé Hoang i Ech.

Bon chon di di lai lai trong can phong t6i tam, Bach Tuyét chot phat hién trén nén nha cé
vét mau loang 16, Ian theo vét mau, nang bat gap may cai xac phu nit citng do nam dva vao
twong. Bach Tuyét hot hoang lui lai, vo y dung phéai mot chiéc tu. Nang tham nghi, “Pay la
ta cat do? Bén trong c6 cdi gi nhi?” Nang ron rén hé cita ta ra, thdy ta xép day nhitng binh
thay tinh dwng méau twoi. Bach Tuyét hoang hot hai hung, song khong sao tron dugc. Nang
chi biét goi tham tén Hoang ti Ech, cau mong hoang ti mau t6i cttu minh.
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Hanh trinh — Nam diing si

O cach d6 rat xa, Hoang ti Ech 1ong nhu lira dot, an khong ngon ngi khong yén sudt may
ngay troi, trong dau chi toan hinh bong Cong chia Bach Tuyét.

“Con 16c quéi quy dy cudn nang dén dau nhi?” Hoang tir Ech nghi nat 6c ciing khong doén
ra noi.

Chang suwc nhé dén Henry Thong Thai. Henry la nguwdi hau cta hoang tw, cling la nguoi
thong thai nhat xi¢ Obsidian. Hoang tir bén truyén thi vé goi Henry t6i, héi xem Cong chia
Bach Tuyét bi con 16c cuon di dau.

Nghe Hoang t& Ech miéu ta, Henry la 1én that thanh, “Tau hoang tt, day 1a ma thuat! Nhat
dinh cong chuia da bi tén Rau Xanh ac doc bat di r6i!”

Nghe dén tén Rau Xanh, Hoang tit Ech ciing giat ndy minh. Chang biét Cong chia Bach
Tuyét roi vao tay han la viéc vo cung nguy hiém, béi khong gi ma con ac quy ay khong lam
dugce. Chang quyét dinh 1én duong gidi civu Cong chia Bach Tuyét ngay lap tic.

Nhung Henry ra sic khuyén can, “Rau Xanh biét ma thuat, kiém sac dén dau, bua citng
nhuwong nao cling khong thé lam han bi thwong. Néu hoang t¥ cit thé nay ma di thi vo ich
thoi!”

“Ta can vai ké dong hanh!”

Hoang tt tuyén bé roi lap tic chiéu mé diing si trén khap virong qudc dé cung minh dén
vurong quoc phia Bac citu cong chida. Nhung nghe néi phai chién ddu véi Rau Xanh, moi
nguoi déu kinh sg, cac diing si thwong ngay can dam déu phai chun budc. Dau hoang tir
treo thwdng tién, lda mach hay ngwa t6t cling khong ai dam di, tat ca déu kiéng dé Rau
Xanh.

“Du chi c6 mot minh, ta cling phai di cttu cong chua!”

N6i doan, Hoang tit Ech cam kiém 1én ngya, chuan bi khdi hanh. Chang chi c6 mot minh.
Trudc ldac di, Henry tim dén, nhac nhé hoang ti: “L6 trinh lan nay cta ngai sé ngang qua
xt Gid, x1it Hoa, x&t Bém, xit Nudc va xit Tuyét, lau dai cia Rau Xanh ndm vé phia bac x&
Tuyét. Moi x( s& c6 mot nguoi diing cam nhat, hoang t& c6 thé tim ho, cung ho di chién
dau véi Rau Xanh.”
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Hoang ti Ech cd mitng, néi sé tim nam diing si @ ndm X1 s& nay, thuyét phuc ho di theo
minh.

Sang hom sau, Hoang ti¥ Ech 1én duong.
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X1t Gio — Nhim Hans
Di sudt hai tudn, cudi cing Hoang tt Ech ciing dén dugc xt Gi6.

Vuwong quoc nay hét sirc la lung, khong nha nao c6 ctta s6 ma chi cé ctta chinh. Chang
duwong ctia Hoang ti Ech ludn bi gi6 16n can budc, di chuyén tén stic vo cling.

Pang di, chang trong thdy mdt 6ng ldo bén niu lai hdi tham, “Sao khong nha nao c6 ctra
$6?”

“Vi gi6 ¢ day manh qua.”
“Vay sao con c6 ctra chinh?”
“Vi phéi c6 ctta chinh méi vao dugc nha.”

Nhé dén muc dich chuyén di, Hoang ti¥ Ech lién hoi ong 130, “Ai 1a ngudi diing cam nhat
xtt Gi6?”

Ong lao dap ngay: “Hans! Nhim Hans 1a ké diing cdm nhét xit Gi6!”

Sau do, chang con héi tham thém rat nhiéu ngwoi, ai cling n6i Nhim Hans la diing cam
nhat. Hoang t&r tham nhu, “Ta phai tim bang dwgc Nhim Hans.”

Chang di doc theo bo song, di mai, thay mot ngwoi danh ca, bén hoi, “Nay ngwoi tot bung
oi, anh c6 biét Hans & dau khong?”

Nguoi danh ca dap, “To6i rat mudn noi cho anh biét, nhwng t6i khong thé néi dwogc. Toi

chang biét nén néi gi nira!”
Hoang tir Ech thdy ngudoi nay that ki quic, chang khong dé tam dén nita, lai tiép tuc di.

Di mot hoi 1au sau, chang bat gap mot con nhim bén bo song.

Con nhim tron vo dang cham chua vé. Du6i song chi c6 mot con ca ma n6 vé thanh bao
nhiéu ca, con vé thém rat nhiéu bé, nhot ching vao.

Hoang tr Ech lay lam la, lién héi, “Chi c6 mot con c4, sao cau vé ra nhiéu thé nay?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“V1i t6i muon that nhiéu that nhiéu cé boi 16i tung tang dwdi nwdc, canh dé dep lam!” Nhim
bo gidy but xudng, that tha dap.

“Xin hoi, cau c6 biét Hans ¢ dau khong?”
“Anh hoi Hans lam gi?”

Hoang ti¥ Ech kién nhan thuat lai dau dudi cau chuyén. Con nhim chim chi ling nghe roi
néi, “Rau Xanh that dang ghé tdm, dé t6i di cung hoang t!”

“Nhung ta mudn tim Hans, ké diing cam nhat x& Gi6 co!”
“T0i chinh la Hans day! Hans Xa thu!” Con nhim kiéu hanh dap.
Nhin con nhim bé xiu, hoang tir té vé that vong.

Chang noéi, “Thi ra cau chinh la Hans. Tuy cdu rat diing cam, nhung bé bong thé nay, lam
sao chién dau duoc v6i Rau Xanh?”

Nhim Hans hiéu y hoang tt, bén rit cung tén ra, tré qua tdo & bo bén kia, “T6i c6 thé ban
roi qua tao do!”

Nghe Nhim néi thé, hoang tr nita tin nira ngo.
Hans rit ba miii tén bén minh, cang 1én day cung va ban “vit” mot tiéng.

Qua nhién, ba qua tdo trén cay roi xuoéng. Tan mat chitng kién tai ban cung cia Hans,
Hoang t¥ Ech mirng ra mét, tram trd, “Piing 1a mot tay thién xa! Hans nay, ta can cau!”

Thé 1a Nhim Hans tré thanh nguoi ban dong hanh dau tién cia Hoang tit Ech. Doc duwong,
thdy Nhim Hén c6 vé rau i khong vui, hoang ti hoi han thi Nhim dép rang minh da danh
mat bang vé. Hoang ti Ech beén hita, chi can citu dwge Cong chida Bach Tuyét, chang sé ban
cho Hans mét tram bang vé mdi tinh, bay gio Hans mdi twoi cwdi. Ho nghi lai x& Gié mét
dém, sang s6m hom sau thi 1én dwong. Doc dwong Hoang tit Ech cit ngap ngén ngép dai, ro
rang dém qua nga khong ngon gidc. Ai bao Hans 1a nhim chi¥? O nhim héi rinh, lam sao bi
no6i hoang cung xi¢ Obsidian?
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X1t Hoa — Meo Di Hia
bi rong ra hai tuan, ho dat chan dén x Hoa.

Khong gian ngao ngat hwong thom khién Hoang tit Ech mé man, song Nhim Hans lai hit xi
hoi lién tuc. Xem ra Hans bi di (tng phan hoa.

Ho lan theo dwong cai, di mai di mai, chot trong thdy mot con meéo ki la - méo biét di hia.
Khong chi di hia, hong né con giat mét thanh kiém, dau doi mii trang.

Meo Di Hia r6 rang cling thdy hai nguwdi, bén di vé phia ho.
“Cac vi c6 thay pha 1€ ki @c cta t6i dau khong?” Méo buon ba hoi.
“Rat tiéc, chiing t6i khong thay.”

“Pha 1€ ki &c hinh chi nhat, tir khi danh mat no, t6i chang nhé dwgc gi nita. T6i sap quén
lu6n minh la ai r6i!”

“Cau khong nhé minh tén gi u?”

“Khong! Hai vi thdy t6i giong cai gi, thi toi chinh la cai d6.”

“MO0t con meo di hia!” Nhim Hans cuwoi noi.

“T6i phai tim bang dugc pha Ié ki ttc, bang khong t6i sé khong c6 ki (tc.” Méo i Hia néi.
“Xin héi, nguoi diing cam nhat xi¢ Hoa 1a ai?” Hoang t Ech héi.

Meéo Di Hia rut phat kiém ra, ngang cao dau dap, “Ngudi diing cam nhat xit Hoa la t6i, day
la chuyén duy nhat t6i nhd dwgc! Du danh mat pha 1é ky tc, nhung moi lan giao dau toi
déu gianh chién thang. Thé nén tbi biét, ngwdi diing cam nhat x Hoa chinh la t6i!”

Hoang tit Ech va Nhim Hans nhin nhau, khong ngd lai tim dwgc ngudi diing cam nhat xi
Hoa nhanh nhw vay.

“Vay Meéo Di Hia c6 thé cung ta t&i ché Rau Xanh khong?”

“Sao toi phai di tim Rau Xanh? T6i chi muon tim thay pha lé ky tc cua t6i thoi...”
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“Sau khi danh thang Rau Xanh, ching ta nhat dinh sé giip cau tim bang dwgc pha 1€ ky
trc!” Hoang ti Ech thuyét phuc.

Lic nay, Nhim Hans chgt ndy ra mot y, bén bao Meo Di Hia, “Phéi chang pha 1é ky rc ctia
cau bi ké xau danh cap roi?”

Meéo Di Hia ngam nghi roi gat gat dau.

Nhim Hans lai néi, “Ké xdu xa nhat chinh la Rau Xanh, han mudn c6 tat ca moi thir tot dep
trén doi nay! Cong chda Bach Tuyét kiéu diém, vg chira cuwdi cia hoang tit day ciing bi han
cudp di! Cé 1€ pha 1é ky e cia cau cling bi tén xau xa nay danh cap!”

Meo DBi Hia dap, “Sao t6i lai khong nghi ra nhi! Ké x4u xa nhat 1a Rau Xanh, nhét dinh pha
1€ ki tc cua t6i 1a do han danh cap. T6i phai tim han tinh s6.”

Thé 13, Méo Di Hia nhap bon v6i Hoang tir Ech. Gid da c6 thém hai ngusi ban dong hanh,
doc dwong di Hoang ti Ech tha hd cuoi néi, khoi phai ¢6 don. Ho bing qua rimng cay roi di
qua mot con dwong lat gach vang.

Dan chiing x& Hoa thady Hoang ti¢ Obsidian thi rat hoan nghénh, dang tang chang co man
nao la hoa va qua. Ho con ra sttc dong vién, hi vong chang c6 thé danh bai Rau Xanh, cttu
lay Cong chiia Bach Tuyét. Hoang t¥ Ech luén miéng cam on moi nguwdi roi nghi lai nha
mot ngwdi nong dan tét bung. Nguwdi nay cho biét, rat 1au vé trwdc, Méo Di Hia tirng 1a mot
hiép si chan chinh, kiém thuat xuat sac danh bai moi ké xau. Tuy hién gio lang thang khap
noi nhung xwa kia Méo Di Hia cling ttrng c6 nha, la mdt dinh thy tuyét dep.

Mot hom, mot mu phu thuy doc ac tim dén, phu phép hiép si méo, khién meéo ta vinh vién
mat tri nhé.

Khéng con ki tc, Méo Pi Hia cling chang gitip d& nhitng nguwdi can gitip do nita. Ca ngay
Meo chi ¢ trong nha, nghi xem hom qua minh da lam nhitng gi. May sao ditc vua Obsidian

di ngang qua X1& Hoa, nghe duwgc cau chuyén cua Hiép si Meo, bén tang meo ta pha lé ki
trc. Chi can deo trén nguwoi, pha 1€ nay sé giup Meo lwu giit tri nhg.

Nghe xong cau chuyén vé hiép si meo, moi nguwoi déu buon thay cho Meo Di Hia. Hoang tt
Ech bao dam sau khi ddnh bai Rau Xanh, chang sé tim lai pha 1é ki tfc cho Méo.
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X1t Pem — Lo Lem
Ho6m sau, nhém Hoang tr Ech lai 1én dwong, dich dén 1an nay 1a x& Bém.
Nghe néi may & xit nay rat day, dén noi nang troi khong xuyén qua ndi, thé nén x sd luén
chim trong béng t6i. Du vay, moi nguoi van song rat vui vé, ho dung nén thap sang, sinh

song nhv nhitng x s& khac. Nhém Hoang ttt Ech di sudt ngay dém, thdy troi cang lic cang
t6i, t&i khi khong nhin thdy gi nita, Hoang tt Ech mdi biét ho da dén noi.

“Noi nay tdi qua, chang nhin thdy gi cd.” Nhim Hans cau nhau.

Ho c* mo mam di trong bong t6i nhw thé hoéi 1au méi téi mot con duwong mon, bang qua con
dwong nay sé dén dugc xit Dém.

“Chuing ta thap dudc 1én dugc khong?” Meéo Di Hia dé nghi.
“Khéi can, ¢t do dam ma di thoéi, du sao ciling chi c6 mot quang ngan.”

Hoang i Ech cho ring, phai tranh thu thdi gian nén khong can thap dudc. Doc theo con
dwong, ho chgt ngti thdy mui tdo thom ngat.

“0, hai bén dwong déu trong téo, nhidu qua chwa nay!”

“T6i ngwri thdy réi. Nhung chwa xin phép nong dan, ching ta khong thé ty tién héai qua
duogc.”

Di hét con duong, ho t6i x& Dém.

Noi day lic nao ciing t6i mit, bat ké ngay hay dém nén Hoang tt Ech ching biét bay giv 1a
may gio, danh phai trong nguoi di dwong ma doan biwra. Ho van di lai tdp nap, chitng t6
dang la ban ngay.

Hoang t¥ hoi mot ngwdi qua duong, “Ngudi diing cam nhat xi¢ Dém la ai?”

Moi nguwoi trén dwong nhin nhau, cudi cung quyét dinh trao vinh dy dac biét nay cho Lo
Lem.

Nhiéu nam trudce, c6 mot dita bé tha than choi trén vach nui Tién, vi duong qua t6i nén say
chén roi xuéng virc. May sao Lo lem di ngang qua, ¢6 sé hitu mot doi giay thay tinh than ki
c6 thé bay lwgn khap noi, ben x6 gidy vao va cttu lay dita bé no.
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“Lo Lem @& dau, lam sao chiing t6i tim dugc 6 ay?” Hoang ti¥ Ech hoi moi nguoi.

“Lo Lem song trén ndi Tién. Nhung noi do6 rat nguy hiém, cac vi nhat quyét muon tim co
ay u?” Nguoi qua duong hoi.

“Puong nhién, chiing toi phai tim bing dwgc ngudi diing cam nhat xit Dém.” Hoang tir Ech
qua quyeét.

Véach nii Tién rat cheo leo, dwong cling hiém trd, xung quanh lai t6i tam mit mung, ngon
dudc trong tay chi soi sang dugc mot khoang hep phia trwéc. Bon ho con dang hi huc leo
ndi thi troi khéo tréu nguwdi, lai d6 mua rao.

Mua cang lic cang to, Nhim Hans bat dau ban Iui, “Tau hoang tit, mwa to thé nay, hay la dé
mai hang di tiép?”

Hoang tt¢ Ech lic dau, “Khong duwoc, gid Cong chia Bach Tuyét dang gip nguy hiém,
chuing ta phai tranh tha thoi gian.”

No6i r6i, ca ba lai tiép tuc leo nui.

Bay gio troi lai noi sdm, tiéng sdm am am that dang sg. Méo Di Hia ngdp ngitng dé nghi,
“Tau hoang tr, sdm to thé nay, hay la dé mai hang di tiép?”

Hoang ti¢ Ech lai 1ic dau, “Khong dugc, gid Cong chia Bach Tuyét dang gip nguy hiém,
chung ta phadi tranh thu thoi gian.”

Thé 1a ho doi mwa doi gié ma di, dén khi kiét siic.
Troi mwa dwong tron, Nhim Hans hut chan, loang choang nga xudng vach nui.

“Nguy hiém!” Hoang ttr Fch va Méo i Hia toan viron tay ra tém 1dy Hans nhung da cham,
Hans roi thang xuong dudi.

Thay Hans sip tan xuwong nat thit, Hoang ti¢ Ech rat an han, Méo di Hia ciing thang thot
muon a nwdc mat.

Dung liic 4y, mot ¢6 gai dep nhu tién lao tir dinh ndi xudng, lwét qua Hoang tir Ech va Méo
bi Hia, do 1y Nhim Hans dang roi.

Co dwa Hans tré lai chd cii roi héi Hoang tir Ech, “Mua to thé nay, sao cac vi con lén nii?”

“Chang ta muon tim Lo Lem.”
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“T6i la Lo Lem day. Cac vi tim i c6 viéc gi?”

“A, chao Lo Lem, chiing ta cin nho c6 gidp sitc,” Hoang tit Fch néi, “Cong chda Bach
Tuyét bi Rau Xanh bat di roi, chi minh ta thi khong phai d6i thu cta han, nén ta phai di tim
nam nguoi diing cdm nhat & nam x& s@, cung di chién dau véi Rau Xanh, gidi cttu cho
nang.”

Lo Lem lay lam ngac nhién. C6 biét Rau Xanh tan 4c c6 tiéng, song lan nay han nhan tam
bét c6c ca Bach Tuyét hién lanh trong sang khién c6 phai phan nd thay, bén dong y gia
nhap nhém Hoang ti¥ Ech ngay titc khic.

Tim dugc Lo Lem, ca nhém rat mirng. Dém hom 4dy, ho nghi lai trén nui Tién. Nha Lo Lem
rat rong, lai tr6 nhiéu ctra so6, c6 thé ngam sao trgi, con c6 nhiéu d6 an ngon. Moi nguoi
danh chén no né bén lan ra ngu say swa. Chi cé diéu noi day rat lanh, Lo Lem 4y ndy noi
trong nha khong c6 tham, moi ngwdi danh chap nhan.

C6 Lo Lem gitip stic, ho khong can di bo nita. Sang s6ém hom sau, cd nhém Hoang ti Ech
tay nam tay va Lo Lem x& giay thuy tinh, dwa ho bay thang t6i diém dén ti€p theo — x
Nuéc.
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7

X Nudc — Khan Dé
Vi qua voi, Lo Lem dé quén 4o choang & nha.

Bay qua nhién nhanh hon di bg, con duwong von phai di hai tuan, gio chwa day mot ngay da
tGi.

Khép xit Nudc ménh mong toan nudc, néu khdng c¢6 Lo Lem, e ring nhém Hoang tit Ech
phai ngoi thuyén méi dén duge. Nha ctra ¢ day xay noi trén mat nwdc, hét nhw mot giac

mong lang man bap bénh trén séng biéc.

Ho thué mét con thuyén di doc theo bd nuwéc, vira chéo thuyén vira héi thim, “O' xit Nuéc,
ai la ngwoi diing cam nhat?”

Nhwng moi nguoi ¢ day nghe vay déu t6 vé sg hai, dong loat 10 tit ho roi bo di that mau.

Nhim Hans khong kim néi lién tém 1dy m6t ngwdi dan 6ng, “Sao cac vi phét 16 ching t6i?
Dan xtt Nuwdc doi dai véi khach la thé nay uv?”

Nguwoi kia run rdy déap, “Trang sap tron roi, néu con & bén ngoai thi chét chéc, cac vi mau

tron vao mot ngo6i nha nao do di!”

“Xin 10i, chiing t6i khong hiéu y 6ng.”
“Nguoi soi sap dén roi day!”

“X& Nudc thuong bi nguwdi s6i tan cong u?”

“Pring thé, ching di an thit rat nhidu ngudi. O xit Nudc, chi ¢6 Khan 6 ddm d6i dau véi
nguoi soi thoi.”

“Vay Khan D¢ la nguai diing cam nhat ¢ day a?”
“Co thé coi la vay.”
Hoang t Ech lai hoi thim noi ¢ ctia Khin D6, dinh t6i tim c6.

Khan D6 1a mét phép sw noi danh xit Nwdce. Co thuong khoac chiéc khan choang rong do
rie, nén nguoi ta goi cd 1a Khan Pé. Gip dwgc Khian Do, nhém Hoang ti Ech rdt mitng,
v0i moi c6 cung di cttu Bach Tuyét. Nhung Khan Do van canh canh noi lo vé dam nguoi
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s6i, “Trén doi nay t6i cam ghét nhat hai thit, mot nguwdi 1a cai nguc, hai la ngudi so6i. Cai
nguc giam cam nguai ta, khong cho ho ra ngoai, t6i lai sg nhat la mat ty do, néu mat ty do,
toi sé run 1én ban bat. Con ngwoi s6i an thit ngwdi khong nha xwong, lam hai dan lanh x&
Nudrc, ac doc vo cung!”

Noi day luon c6 nguoi séi hoanh hanh, chi Khan D6 méi ngan céan dugc chung.

Co6 diéu ching rat dong, tuy Khan Do da c6 gang giit sw binh yén cho x Nudc, song c&
moi ki trang tron, sitc manh cua ngudi soi lai tang 1én, rat khé doi pho.

Nhitng diéu nay déu do chinh Khin Dé ké véi ho. Hoang tir Ech ngtri thdy gwong mat
Khan D6 téa mui thao dwgc, tay lai thoang thoang hirong hoa hong, chang tham nhu: Du la
phap su, c6 dy van la mot co gi, thich trang diém bang phan hoa.

“T6i cling can cac vi gitip d&!” Khan Dé bao moi ngudi, “Cac vi déu la diing si tir nhiéu
vuong quoc, diing cam can tredng, cau xin cac vi hay citu 1dy dan ching x¢ Nwéc!”

Du dang néng long citu Bach Tuyét, Hoang tit Ech van nhan 1.

“Chung ta nhat dinh phai tiéu diét hét bon ngudi s6i gdm ghiéc kia! Nhung truedc do, cac vi
c6 thé nghi ngoi ¢ nha t6i.”

Moi ngudi kéo dén nha Khian Po. Hoang tit Ech trong thdy mot cay dan piano tuyét dep,
bén ng6i xudng cham chid choi dan. Moi ngudi say swa thuwdng thitc, tram tro6 khen hoang t
nhiéu tai 1é. Luc d6, Lo Lem va Méo Di Hia bong ra khoi phong, chang ré di dau. Coé 1€ ho
vao bép kiém do an.

Khan Dé noi, cac vi ngoi day mot lat, dé t6i rét nwde cho cac vi uéng réi ching ta di.
Nhim Hans cham chi ldng nghe Hoang tir Ech dan, mai mét tiéng sau mdi ra ngoai.

Nhim vira di thi Lo Lem va Méo Pi Hia lai xuat hién, néi rang tim thay mot it banh mi
trong ham chita d6. Lat sau, Khan D6 bung nwdc dén, moi ngudi an toi vui vé.

Ngudi séi sap tran tdi. Hoang tit Ech va Méo Di Hia giéi danh kiém, Khan D6 sip xép ho &
bén ngoai dé ngan bay ngwdi séi tran 1én; Nhim Hans & phia sau ban tén yém trg. Lo Lem
biét bay thi bay lwgn trén khong ném da vao 1ii nguwdi séi, con Khan Dé lam phép tan cong.

Vang trang tron vanh vanh treo lo Ittng giita trdi, xa xa da nghe thdy tiéng soi tru.

“Chung dén r6i.” Khan Dé noi khé, “Chung ta hanh dong thoi!”
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Dudi anh trang, ho nhin qua song ctta. Mot bay nguoi séi dang x6ng vao thanh pho, lao
lién tim kiém con moi.

Hang nam, c dén ngay trang tron, lai c6 vo s6 ngudi bi ching an thit.
“Tat ca, xong lén!”
Hoang ti¥ Ech rit kiém ra tién phong!

ft nhét ciing phai c6 dén bay, tim nguoi s6i bén ngoai, trong thdy Hoang ti Ech, chiing
dong loat nhdy s6 dén. Hoang t tranh trai né phai roi vung kiém trd don, dam chét hai
nguoi séi trong nhay mat.

Phia kia, Méo Di Hia cling ha guc ba ngudi séi, kiém thuat cia Méo qua la danh bat hw
truyén.

Nhim Hans ditng trén cao ban tén vun vit, tram phat tram tring, khién dam nguoi s6i con
lai khéng dam bén mang dén gan Hoang tit Ech va Méo Di Hia, nhiéu tén con bi Lo Lem
ném da v& dau.

Thay dong bon bi giét hai, ddm ngudi s6i con lai cang hung tgn, ngodc cai miéng doé lom
nhw mau, dé 16 ham rang trang dn, gam rud lao thang vé phia ho.

Gitta ltic nguy cap, Khan Bé bén mé chiéc hop than ki cia minh, [dm nham niém chi. Co
lam phép goi hon nhitng tén nguwdi séi méi chét, dé chiing ty tan sat ddm ngudi s6i con
song.

Nhitng ngwoi soi bi goi hon déu da mat y thitc, hoan toan tuan theo sy diéu khién ctia Khan
Dé nén du c6 ding tredc mdt dong loai cia minh, chiing van dién cudng can xé.

Cu0c chién kéo dai sudt cd dém, khung canh vo cuing thé tham. Cudi cuing, bay ngudi soi bi
day lui.

Dan chiing xit Nudc vo ciing biét on, bén dang ting Hoang tir Ech chiéc thuyén to dep nhat
vueong quoc dé ho khéi hanh dén xit Tuyét. Puong nhién Khan D6 ciing giit 161, cung 1én
dwong véi ho. Ban dau chi c6 minh Hoang tit Ech, dén nay da thanh mot doi nham thing
hwéng Bac ma di dé giai ciru Cong chia Bach Tuyét bi nhot trong lau dai.
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8

X1 Tuyét — Rau Xanh

Thuyén di Ién phia Bac dugc mot tuan thi mdt nwdc bat dau xuat hién bang tréi. Hoang tw
Ech biét, vay 1a d3 t6i diém dén cubi cing ctia hanh trinh nay. Nhitng bong tuyét lac dac tir
trén troi roi xuéng, quang canh that dep dé nén tho.

Ngut tam mat ho, xa xa trén nui tuyét la toa lau dai caa Rau Xanh.

Lén bo roi, ho trong thady ngudi chét doi nam la liét ven duong. Nghe néi Rau Xanh cai tri
rdt tan nhan, cudp doat hét lwvong thyc nhung than dan déu s¢ ma thuat cda hdn nén chang
ngwdi nao ddam ho he. Lan nay Hoang ti¥ Ech dén, ai ndy déu mirng nhw mé hoi, chi mong
hoang t c6 thé tiéu diét tén ac quy nay.

“Ta nhat dinh sé& doc hét sitc danh bai con quy d6!”
Ho lai tiép tuc di vé phia 1au dai cta Rau Xanh.
Hay tin, Rau Xanh than nhién mac do giap mau lam, mot minh di ra khoi lau dai.

Réau Xanh khéng cao 16n nhw ho twédng nhung rat oai phong trong bd do giap. Han tritng
tritng nhin nhém Hoang ¢ Ech, 4o choang lam thim bay phan phat trong gi6.

“Cac nguoi ngoan ngoan chiu chét di!” Rau Xanh ngoac cdi mém dé 1om nhu chdu maéu,
b4t dau ché nhao Hoang tit Fch. “Cong chiia Bach Tuyét sé& thanh hon vdi ta, chit khong
phai vé6i nguoi.”

“Tra cong chua cho ta!”

Hoang ti Ech phan nd vung kiém xong dén. Du chang rat nhanh nhung ching phai déi thu
cia Rau Xanh, hdan cé ma thuat nén khong thé bi thwong bdi nhitng don tdn cong binh
thuwong. Hoang ti chém hut hét 1an nay t6i 1an khac trong khi Rau Xanh lién tuc né don, thi
thoang danh tra vai chiéu. Ching bao lau, Hoang tir Ech da ludng cudng, d& trai thi ha phai,
dan dan khong chong choi noi nira.

Meéo Di Hia khong thé tro mat ditng nhin, ciing vung kiém lén. Kiém thuat ctia Méo rét cao
cuong, tirng nhat chém nhw nhitng déa hoa bao trum ca ngwoi Rau Xanh. Rau Xanh pha lén
cuoi khing khuc, tay trai d& don ctia Hoang tir Ech, chi dung tay phai ciing du day bao
Meo Di Hia. Han qua manh, chi trong nhay mat, tinh thé da lat ngugc.
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M¢i dugc may hiép, ho da bi Rau Xanh ha guc...

Nhim Hans giwvong cung lap tén, ban lién may phat vao cho hiém cia Rau Xanh, nhung tén
gam vao 16p da day ciing chi nhu gdi nga.

Lo Lem bay lwgn trén khong, ném tuyét vao Rau Xanh hong lam han phan tam. Nao ngo,
han chang can liéc mat cling bat dugc hét nhitng hon tuyét c6 ném réi quang tra lai. Lo
Lem so y bi mot hon tuyét ném tring bung, nga nhao xudng dat trong thwong...

Chi con phap sv Khan D6 chién dau véi han, nhung phap thuat dau phai doéi tha cia ma
thuat! Huong hoé co6 lai dé quén chiéc hop than ki ¢ xit Nuwdc, khong dem tGi day, cudi cung
Khan D6 trung phai phép té liét cia Rau Xanh, khong sao cya qudy dugc. Han dung ma
thuat danh bai c6, khién c6 guc nga, hwong hoa hong trén nguwdi ¢t phai dan di...

Tran chién két thiic trong nhdy mét, nhém Hoang ti Ech that bai tham hai, Rau Xanh gianh
chién thang.

Do la két cuc khong ai ngd dén.
Cudi cung, Rau Xanh giét chét hoang tit Obsidian tai x& Tuyét.

Mau hoang tit nhuém dé ca dat dai x& Tuyét, tuy chang da doc sitc chién dau nhwng khong
dich n6i Rau Xanh. Han dugc ac quy bao hg, ngwdi binh thwong khong thé danh bai.

No6i ma thuat cta han la vo dich ciing khong ngoa.
Hoang t¥ Ech khong thua Rau Xanh, ma thua s6 ménh.

Rau Xanh giét Hoang titr Ech roi cwdi Cong chia Bach Tuyét lam vo. Sau 1& cuwdi, Bach
Tuyét phai chiu da moi giay vo lang nhuc ctia han, ca ngay lay nwdc mat riva mat. Nang
chiu déi rét trong lau dai, ca ngay chang duogc nbi bita an, cdm lanh ciing khong ai dwa 4o.
Tiéng khoc tham thiét cua Bach Tuyét cit vang vang trong toa lau dai u &m cua Rau Xanh.
Nhitng ngwoi khac nhw Nhim Hans, Méo Di Hia, Lo Lem va Khan Dé déu bi Rau Xanh
nhot vao phong bi mat.

Ho sé phdi song not quang doi con lai trong phong giam tam t6i nay, doi doi kiép kiép
khong sao thoat dugc.
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* Dinh thv Vo6 Chai (mua dong nam 1994)
1. Cé Vinh Huy (39 tudi), chi nha

2. Luwu Quac Quyeén (40 tudi), bac si
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. Chu Vi Thanh (52 tu6i), gidng vién

4. Ha Nguyén (27 tu6i), dao dién
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. Lac Tiéu Linh (23 tudi), ni* dién vién
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. Te Loi (29 tudi), nha van

7. Triéu Thu Nhan (25 tu6i), canh sat hinh sy

o

. Phwong Tué (31 tudi), vg Co6 Vinh Huy
* Dinh thy Vo Chai (mua hé nam 2014)
1. Co Duwong (27 tudi), con trai Cé6 Vinh Huy
2. Chic Lé Han (25 tubi), ban gai Cé Duong
3. Chu Kién Binh (47 tudi), ao thuat gia
4. Trinh Hoc Hong (65 tudi), nha vat 1y hoc
5. Vuong Phwong (41 tudi), nha tam 1y hoc t6i pham
6. Pao Chan Khon (48 tudi), bac si tam than hoc
7. Cha Sai (52 tu6i), quan gia
8. Triéu Thu Nhan (45 tudi), doi trudng canh sat hinh sy
9. Tran Twdc (27 tudi), nha toan hoc

10. Han Tan (30 tuoi), ban cua Tran Twdc
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Dinh thyf V6 Chai - M3t bang ting 1

NHA CHINH Chinh

Pan
panoL ]
Nha bép
Hanh lang ngoan canh
Nha vé sinh
NHA P Lac Tiéu Linh Chu Vi Thanh I
Téng 1
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Chuong 1

The King is Dead"

[1] Ditc vua bdng ha. Tén cdc chuwong trong truyén nay déu ddt theo tén cdc tdc phdm cua Ellery Queen. (Cdc chii thich

trong sdch la cua nguai dich hodc ban bién tdp tiéng Viét).

Co 1€ da qua gio cao diém nén hanh khéch trén tau dién ngam chi con léo téo. T6i ngoi &
cudi toa, nhin phong canh vun vut lwét ngoai ctta s6, mo mang ndy sinh do giac, twéng nhw
minh dang & mot thanh pho nho yén & nao d6 chit khong phai Thuwgng Hai. Xwa nay, toi
von ghét bon chen 6n ao, ciing rat ghét canh tranh.

T6i tén la Han Tan, t6t nghiép Pai hoc Sw pham Thugng Hai nam 2008. Sau khi thi va 1dy
dwgce chitng chi gido duc, toi chinh thitc tré thanh thay gido, dwgc phan cong vé day Lich s
tai mot treong cap hai ¢ khu Pho Pa. Suét khoang thoi gian lam gido vién thyc tap, t6i co
sttc cao do nhung van khong quen dugc véi moi tredng cong tac.

Giao vién la tap thé chuyén mon thiéu hgp tac nhat tran doi, ma co ché canh tranh lai la
ngoi n6 khién maéi quan hé giita ngwdi véi ngudi trong cong dong ay cang nhw day dan. La
mot tap thé, song tinh trang dau da ca ngdm ngam lan cong khai giita cac gido vién chinh la
khdi u ac tinh caa hé thong gido duc, trong khi kinh nghiém va tri thitc lai khong hé tang
1én. Cudi cung chi hoc sinh 1a chiu thiét nhiéu nhat. Nhan thdy khong thé song chan hoa ma
khong a dua, t6i danh chon cach xin nghi viéc, tré vé v6i xa hoi dé tim huwdng di khac tot
hon. Cu6i nam 2010, bat gap mot mau tin tuyén dung bién tap vién trén tap chi Lich s
tham khao, t6i bén ndp don va sau d6 hang say theo nghé sudét ba nam, r6i that nghiép khi
tap chi sap tiém. Theo hgp dong, t6i dugc trg cap ba thang tién lwong. Lay tién xong, toi &
nha nita nam, chang bu6n tim viéc khac ma vui dau choi game sudt ngay dém, ngwoi moi

T tredc dén gio t6i ludn séng doc 1ap, ca veé tai chinh lan tinh than. Vira tot nghiép dai
hoc, t6i da don ra khéi nha, thué phong song riéng. Thanh ra ngoai tién an uéng, t6i con

ganh ndng la tién thué nha. Du sao ciing da tredng thanh, t6i khong thé ngira tay xin tién
cha me, nhat 1a khi sinh hoat cta ho cling chang dw da gi.

MGt dém, t6i ghé tiém tap héa mua vat dung thwong ngay, lic tinh tién mdi biét thé da hét
han mitc, va y thitc dwgec mitc do nghiém trong ctia van dé. Ping la “Com &o khong dua
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v6i khach tho”. Toi lién dién cuong rai ho so di khap noi, ty nhu sé nhan bat ké viéc gi, c
kiém ra tién la bang long tu6t. Qua nhién, c6 cong thi troi chang phu, t6i ra sttc ndp vo so
h6 so nén da nhan dwgc rat nhiéu 1oi hen phong van. Cé diéu, vi thiéu kinh nghiém lién
quan, t6i c treegt hét lan nay dén lan khac. Tién d6 sao ma m@ mit... Gitta thoi dai thac si
nhung nhic day dvong nay, hang c nhan nhw t6i thye chang ddng mot xu. Han tra tién
phong cang lic cang gan, t6i bat dau phai goi dién cho ban bé va dong nghiép cii, nhd ho dé
y xem c6 cong viéc nao phu hgp v6i minh, tién thé tim phong tro ré hon mét chit. Nhung
da so thay t6i nghéo kiét xac thi tranh con chang kip, doi nao chiu gitp do.

Trtr Thach Kinh Chu.

Han la ban hoc tir cap mot dén hét cap hai cta t6i, c6 thé noi 1a ban chi than, nhwng sau khi
1én dai hoc, doi bén qua lai thwa dan. Lan nay t6i goi dén, con chwa kip mé 10i da bi han
mang pha dau mot tran, rdng “Sao bay gio mdi tim dén tao?!”. Nghe t6i ké kho, han lién
hao phéng dé nghi cho vay tién. Tuy khéo léo tir chdi nhung t6i rat cam dong. Han ké dang
c6 mot nguwoi ban cling cong tac trong nganh gido duc, lam gido vién phu dao, vira hay t6i
tung dirng 16p, bén hoi toi 6 thich di lam gia su hay khong. To6i dau con lwa chon nao khac
nén nhan 16i ngay.

Vé van dé nha tro, Thach Kinh Chu lam bg tp mé& héi, “May c6 ngai & chung véi nguoi
khac khong? Nguwoi nay may ciling quen day.”

T6i dong y ngay, mién la gia ding dat qua, tién thé héi nguwdi quen no la ai. Thach Kinh
Chu giau kin nhw bung, chi cudi dap, “Lic do khac biét! Minh gap nhau cai nhi?”

Gio hen dugc thong nhat 1a chiéu mai. Thach Kinh Chu néi c6 thé dan t6i dén xem nha
ngay, tién thé gdp lai ban cii. T6i rat to mo, song ciling hiéu tinh Thach Kinh Chu thich up
md& nén chang buén dé y nita.

Chi mot cu dién thoai ma giai quyét dugc ca hai van dé 16n la cong viéc va nha &, toi rat
vui vé, khong khéi nha tham, 6ng troi han khong day nguwdi ta dén dwong cung.

Chiéu hom sau, t6i gap Thach Kinh Chu tai mot quéan ca phé trén duong Tw Nam. Han map
1én kha kha, bung phé ra, xem chirng phdn pho. Vira trong thay t6i, hdan da chay dén vo vai
bom bop roi cudi ha ha, chang khac gi ngay xwa. Ching t6i 6n lai ki niém thgi con mai
diing quan trén ghé nha truong, roi lai ban tan ai da két hon, ai con céi dé hué, dé cung

ngam ngui trwdc thdi gian tham thoat.

“N6i dén ban cii, may c¢6 nhé Tran Tudc khong?” Thach Kinh Chu thinh linh hoi.
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Cai tén nay nghe quen quen, nhung t6i nghi mai khong ra minh titng nghe thdy & dau, bén
lac dau.

Thach Kinh Chu v6 nhe 1én ban ggi y, “Khong nhd that a? Ban cung tiéu hoc véi bon minh,
xép hang nhat & trudong, cai dita hoi quai gad lai thich khoe mé, méi hoc dwgc mot nam da
chuyén di dy.”

“Tran Tuwdc...” Toi ngang phat 1én, “Thang hoc nhdy céc nhé hon bon minh ba tubi ay ha?”
“Chinh han!” Thach Kinh Chu dép.

Sao to6i c6 thé khéng nhé ch? Tuy an twgng md nhat, cling khong nhé rd mat miii nita,
nhung chuyén vé Tran Twdc nam ay & treong ai ma chang biét. Bay gio toi da hoc 16p Bon
nén nhd nhw in. M6t hoém, thay gido chd nhiém dan mét dita bé c6 quang khan xanh vao,
sau khi gigi thiéu qua mdt lugt thi noi tir nay em nay sé hoc chung véGi ching ta, cé diéu em
n6 hoi nhé tudi, méi hoc 16p Mot thoi, cac em phai quan tdm cham séc em ay. Thang bé
hoc nhdy céc ay chinh la Tran Twéc. Thanh tich hoc tap caa né t6t, tiéc rang chi hoc 16p t6i
ntta hoc ki da chuyén truong.

“Sao ti nhién lai nhac dén cau ta?”

Thach Kinh Chu khong dap, chi nhin t6i cwoi. T6i vo 1€, ben gang, “Lam sao may tim dugc
cau ta? Bao nhiéu nam khong lién lac r6i ma...”

“Keé ra ciing tinh c¢ thoi, hom ay tao dén bénh vién Hoa Son kham bénh, may biét day, tir
bé dau gobi tao da hay dau nhitc roi. Pang & phong dogi, chgt nghe goi loa dén lwgt Tran
Twdc, da thay quen tai, ro6i nhin han di qua, mat mii lai quen nita, lic han tré ra bén hoi
xem c6 phai han titng hoc treong minh khong. Bung phdc luén!”

“Tao nhé cau ta hoc gidi, chac nay ciing kha gia nhi?”

“Nguoi ta la Hoa kiéu mdéi tiv My vé, may nghi kha hay khong? Chuyén cta han, 1at nita
trén duong tao ké cho ma nghe. Em of, tinh tién! A phdi, nha hin cling & duong nay, hinh
nhu la s6 200. Hom nay tao hen gap han roi, coi nhu hop 16p tiéu hoc luén.”

Hai chiing tdi vira di vira tro chuyén, toan nhac dén Tran Tuwdc bay gid. Thach Kinh Chu
chi biét Tran Tuwdc mdi tr My vé it 1au, con tai sao lai vé, dang lam nghé gi thi chiu. Trong
tri nhd m& mit cua t6i, Tran Twdc it ndi, c6 thé vi nho tudi hon nén hau nhw khong choi dua
vdi ban cung 16p. C6 mot dao, thay cht nhiém cho rang Tran Twdc bi tu ki, khuyén nguoi
nha dwa dén bénh vién kiém tra, me Tran Twdc cling lam theo, két qua cho thay Tran Tudc
mac chitng tv ki chitc nang cao, mot dang bénh tam ly gan giong chitng chéng doi xa hoi.
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Bay gio chiing t6i con dang hoc tiéu hoc, nghe chang hiéu gi c4, chi biét thay chu nhiém c&
nhac di nhac lai rdng phdi quan tdm tdi Tran Twdc, dé em dy cam nhan dwgc tinh thuong
mén thwong cua tap thé 16p 4/2.

Tha bo cung Thach Kinh Chu trén dwong, t6i bong phat hién ra khung canh noi nay rat dep.
Hai bén Ié rgp bong ngé dong Phép, canh la ken day, két thanh mot hanh lang ram mat trén
vach ké dudng. Anh duwong len qua ké 14, chiéu thanh nhitng dém ning loang 16. Khu phé
vang vé, thinh thoang md&i c6 ngudi hodc xe bang qua. Bén trong twong rao hai bén duong
1a hang day biét thy kiéu Au muén hinh van trang thap thoang dudi bong cay.

“Tién thué nha ¢ day chac dat lam nhi?” Ngam nghia mét lic, toi bat dau chot da.
“Con phai héi, may nghi day la dau? Khu trung tam ddy nhé.”
“Nay, hay la thoi di, ké ca chia dai tién, c6 khi tao cling khong thué néi dau.”

“N6i gi thé! Da dén day roi thi cit vao xem thtr cai nao!” Thay t6i té y ngan ngai, Thach
Kinh Chu bén xénh xéch kéo t6i di.

Puong Tw Nam ciing khong dai, phia Bac noi lién véi duong Hoai Hai, phia Nam thong
v6i duong Thai Khang. Qua nha cli caa Ton Trung Son va dinh thy ho Chu”' r6i di tiép vé
phia Nam thém may phut nita thi dén s6 200. Diéu khién t6i ngac nhién la noi nay khong
phai ngd hém quanh co ma la mat biét thy lgp ngéi do, twong xanh tritng sdo. Trong thay
ngoi nha no, chang c t6i ma ngay ca Thach Kinh Chu ciing ha hoc miéng kinh ngac.

[2]. Nha Chu An Lai.

“Co lam khong day? Mot minh Tran Twéc & day &4?” Toi nhin Thach Kinh Chu, “May cé
biét nha nay bao nhiéu tién khéng ha?”

“Phai 150 triéu té, c6 khi con hon.” Giong Thach Kinh Chu run run, han lyc tai 1dy dién
thoai ra xem lai, thdy khéng sai m@i goi ctra. To6i thap thém doi, mot lic sau méi nghe dong
tinh bén trong.

Ra mé ctra 1a mot thanh nién con dang 10 do ngai ngu, dau téc bu xu. Cau ta day ctra, ditng
sitng mdy gidy mdi dinh than lai dugc, bao Thach Kinh Chu, “Tiéu Thach day a, vao di,
vao di!” Dt 16i lai quay sang t6i, von va bat tay, “Han Tan phai khong? Chao anh, t6i la
Tran Twdc day, da 1au khong gap!” Cau ta c6 vé cdi md, khac han lic trede.

Tran Twdc cao gay, phai trén 1m80, mdc so mi den, quan bo mai, mat mii sang sda, 10ng
mi dai, cam nhon, da trang, c6 nét giong con gai. Néu xét nét ra thi nguwdi nay hoi 6m yéu,
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bu lai, d6i mat sac bén sang ruc, hoan toan trai ngugc véi dang dap com nhom.

Ba ngudi ching t6i bang qua giéng troi, bwdc vao ngbi nha dwoc thiét ké theo phong cach
co dién chau Au. Nha c6 tong cong ba tang, theo 15i Tran Twdc thi sau khi vao cira sé c6
hai duong di cho chi nha va gitip viéc. O tang 1, phong khach va phong dn quay vé huéng
Nam con nha bép quay hwéng Bac; tang 2 c6 ba phong ngt, hai gian hwéng Nam mot gian
huwéng Bac, phong ngt chinh c6 ban cong, gio Tran Twéc dang &, néu t6i chiu & chung thi
c6 thé chon moét trong hai gian kia. Tang 3 ¢6 hai phong, mot phong sauna va mat san phoi
khoang 30 m?.

Vira budc vao nha, dap ngay vao mat la mot gia sach chay dai khap chiéu doc bic twong
cung nhitng chong sach vé ngat nghéu khap noi. S6 sach ¢ day khién ngwdi ta phéi tram tré
khong ngdt miéng, trir thw vién ra, t6i chwa tirng thdy chd nao nhiéu sach dén thé. Thach
Kinh Chu ng6i ngay xudng sofa nhin ngam, Tran Twdc di pha tra con t6i ct luan quan
quanh gia sach. O day da phan 1a sach ngoai vin, nao 1a vin hoc, lich st, nghé thuat, toan
hoc, vat 1y hoc, lac dac c6 vai cuén sach Trung Quoc thi ciing toan sach c¢6 nhw Ta truyén
hay Quy Coc Tir. Ngoai du loai sach trén gia, t6i con phat hién mot géc xép toan sach diéu
tra pha an va toi pham hoc. Mot tam bang den to twdng dung cudi gia sach, day ddac cong
thitc toan va hé phuwong trinh, ké hoc chuyén nganh xa hoi nhw té6i doc ma c nhuv doc bua.

“Gia thuyét Riemann.” Tran Twdc & phia sau giai thich, “Day la van dé toan hoc co ban
nhdt, néi ném na thi day la méi quan hé gitta phép cong va phép nhan. Xin 16i, nhitng lic
roi rdi toi thwong thi nghiém vai thit vé van, mong anh dirng dé y.” Vira ndi cau ta vira vo
gié lau sach dong ki hiéu va s6 ma roi ram trén bang, bui phan roi 1a ta cu ta cling chang
quan tam. Sy két hgp giita 1on x0n va chinh té, 1y tinh va cam tinh nay duwong nhw da tao
nén mot my cam dac biét trong phong, phai thira nhan rang, t6i bat dau thich noi nay.

“Cau hoc dai hoc khoa Toan ha?” T6i ngoi xuodng, uéng mot ngum hong tra Tran Tuwdc pha.
‘(A’ l‘r.J’

“Gidi qua! Hoi bé diém toan ctia cau toan ditng dau 16p, khong ngd 1én dai hoc lai hoc khoa
Toan that! Hoc toan khé 1am ha?” Thach Kinh Chu khong kim dwgc lién tram tro.
“So ra thi don gian hon con ngudi nhiéu.” Tran Twéc bung tach hong tra 1én, tra 10i day bi

hiém.

Sau do, t6i trinh bay rang minh thich noi nay, chi e khong ganh noi tién thué nha. Pirng noi
nha nay, ma ngay ca can ho mot phong ngtt mot phong khach dang & bay gid toi cling sap
khong trad noi tién nita. Nghe t6i n6i, Tran Twdc tram tw gidy lat réi thot ra mot cau khién
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t0i suyt nga ngra, “Cho nay khong phai cta t6i, néu anh thich thi cit & lai di, khong can tra
tién thué, chia doi sinh hoat phi la dugc.”

DPau c6 chuyén 10i 1ai thé? T6i chang dam tin vao tai minh. Duwong nhuv ciing nhin ra théai do
hoai nghi cua t6i, Tran Twdc bén ké cho ching t6i nghe vé ng6i nha. Chua nha la ban cu ta
& MY, vi noi nay tirng xay ra an mang nén tam thoi khong ban dwgce. Tran Twéc theo chu
nghia duy vat, dwong nhién khong dé tam, vay la nguwdi ban kia bén cho cau ta & luon, chi
thu it tién thué goi la.

“Héa ra day la nha ma a? Heén gi vira budc vao t6i da thay lanh lanh.” Thach Kinh Chu
vong hai tay 6m lay nguc, vé sg hai.

“Co thé no6i vay. Mot nha buén nita dém thinh linh phat dién, giét chét ca vo va con gai réi
chdn xac trong vudn. A, chinh 1a chd liic ndy c4c anh di vao day!” Néi doan, Tran Tuéc lai
héi t6i, “Han Tan, anh c6 ngai khong?” Lic ké nhitng chuyén nay, giong cau ta binh than,
chang mady may xao dong, hét nhw dang néi chuyén phiém thwong ngay.

Noi that thi t6i hoi ngan ngai. Du theo chu nghia duy vat, coi thwong mdy chuyén yéu ma
quy qudi, nhung néu thyc sy don vao & mét ngdi nha ma, t6i cling thdy so sg. Nhung tw
chai thi t6i song sao day? Sap dén han nop tién phong, t6i biét dao dau ra tién thué nira nam
tiép theo? C6 khi vai ngay nita sé bi tong ra dwong cling nén. Tha ¢ nha ma con hon lam
nguoi vo gia cw, cung lam la dgi khi nao cé tién thi lai chuyén di vay. Thém nita, t6i khong
muon dé Thach Kinh Chu va Tran Tudc khinh thwong, du sao ciing da tot nghiép dai hoc,
meé tin v& van thi con ra thé thong gi, thé 1a danh nham mat gat btra.

Thach Kinh Chu than phuc gio ngén cai, “Tao biét may 16n mat, nhung khong nghi dén
mic nay. Nha c6 nguwdi chét ma cling ddm &, em xin chiu thua!”

Sang hom sau, t6i thu don hanh ly, chuyén sang nha md&i. Tran Twdc gitap t6i dem cac thi
1én phong tang hai. T6i mat ca ngay bay bién lai phong 6c, sap xép do dac dau vao day.
Tran Twdc dan toi, trev nhitng thit trong phong ngu ctia cau ta, con lai déu c6 thé dung
chung, nhat la sach vé ngoai phong khéach, néu t6i thich thi ci¥ 1y ma doc. Sau khi hoi han
chuyén nganh cua t6i, Tran Twéc néi minh c6 mot bo Nhj thdp tif stz do nha in Trung Hoa
an hanh, rat quy, ¢ ngan dwdi cung cta gia sach, mé ctra tt ra la thay. T6i rd6i rit cdm on cau
ta.

Vé chuyén viéc lam, nhd Thach Kinh Chu gigi thiéu, t6i dugc nhan va tré thanh gia sw mot
cach sudn sé, c6 thém thu nhap ma khong phai 1én 16p hang ngay. Khong phai tra tién thué
nha nén cudc song cua t6i dé chiu hon hén, dw ra dwgc vai khoan dé sam stra mdy thit minh
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thich. Cudc song ct dan dan di vao quy dao, nhung qua vai ngay tiép xuc, toi cang lic cang
cam thay ban cting nha ctia minh rat than bi.

Tran Twdc thwong thite khuya, c6 khi phai dén 2, 3 gio sang, tom lai, toi chwa bao gio thay
cdu ta di ngu tredc 12 gio dém. Nhiéu lic cau ta con @ trong phong goi dién thoai, noi sudt
mady tiéng dong ho, t6i nghe loang thoang cai gi ma “thi thé”, “muwu sat”, khién toi rat to mo
vé nghé nghiép cua cau ta. C6 lic cau ta nhan mot cu dién thoai réi héi ha di ngay, may
hom lién khong vé nha; cé khi lai giam minh trong phong tir sang dén t6i, chang n6i chiang
rang, hodc ng6i bén bang den sudt ngay dém, cam cui giai nhitng phép toan phitc tap.
Tredc nhitng hanh vi do, t6i déu mat 1ap tai ngg, bdi cho rang theo phép lich s toi thiéu,
khong nén toc mach viéc riéng cua nguoi khac.

Chiéu hom ay, t6i roi nha hoc sinh, ngang qua siéu thi dang c6 dot khuyén mai 16n ben ghé
vao mua that nhiéu thitc an. Vé dén noi, téi va Tran Tudc loay hoay mot hoi, cudi cung
cling bay ra dwgc mot bita t6i tam tam. N6i t&i bép niic, budc phai thira nhan kha nang cua
Tran Twdc vugt xa téi. Cau ta c6 kién giai riéng vé viéc nau nwdng, c6 diéu chuyén nay tam
gac lai, dé sau ndi di.

5 gio chiéu ngay 12 thang Tw nam 2013, mdt phu nit ho Tran, la nhan vién van phong, bi
sat hai trong can phong tro & phia Pong dwong Bao Hung, khu Hong Khau. Qua kham
nghiém phat hién nan nhan bi cét c6, 4o vén qua vi, than dwéi 16a 16, trén ngudi co tong
cong 20 vét chém. Vu viéc nghiém trong, canh sat Hong Khau thanh 1ap ca t6 diéu tra
chuyén an song manh méi qua it, lwgng ngwdoi thué nha xung quanh lai nhiéu, muén diéu
tra lan lwgt cling khé. Vu &n 1am vao bé tac. Ngay 20 thang Tam nam do, ngwdi ta lai phat
hién xadc mot nguwoi dan ba trén dwong Tao An khu Pho Da, 6 bi cat, than thé c6 36 vét
chém. Phap y két luan hai vu nay do cung mot hung tha gay ra. Ci thé, cac vu an twong tw
lién tiép phat sinh, khién nguwdi dan thanh phé kinh hoang t6t dd, truyén thong con goi han
la “Hau dué cua Jack Do t&”, dwa han bai lén trang nhat. Tinh t6i ngay 15 thang Tw nam
2014, tong cong da c6 mudi phu nit bi hai trong khi hung tha van nhén nho ngoai vong
phap luat.

Sau d6, S& Cong an Thwgng Haéi ra thong cdo vé vu giét ngudi hang loat nay, treo thudng
hai mwoi van té cho ai cung cdp manh moi, hong sém ngay pha an. Chang ngo dén gan day,
vu an lam canh sat dau dau may nam nay dot nhién dwgc phda, hung thu la nhan vién binh
thwong & mot cong ty nao do. Sau khi han bi bat, dong nghiép va lang giéng déu hét sitc
kinh ngac, bdi theo 16i ho, hung thti hang ngay hién lanh niém né, hoan toan khong giong
mot ké cuong sét.
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Bay gig, doc tin trén bao xong, t6i vui vé bdo Tran Tuwdc, “Thé nén & Trung Qudc nay, ké
giét ngwoi s6m muodn ciing bi bat théi. Binh qua mdt ddm hinh sy & S& Coéng an uv? Bung la
mo giita ban ngay!” Chang ngo, Tran Twdc lai phan doi, “Thu phap pha an cua canh sat
hinh sy khéa 1a mot chiéu, lai khong chu trong logic, chi hay phad &n theo kinh nghiém.
Duong nhién ciling c6 nhitng nguoi gia dan, nhin qua la doan dugc hung tht, nhung sé co
ltic nham lan chi. Néu van dung phuwong phap khoa hoc, xac sudt sai 1éch sé giam di dang
ké.”

“Nhung cau khong thé pha nhén 1a ho da thanh cong!” Toi chia td bao trong tay cho Tran
Twéc, “Ho tim dugc nhiéu chitng ct ¢ nha hung tht, hon nita tén hung tha dé ciing chinh
miéng nhan toi roi.”

Tran Twdc don 1ay to bao, cwdi nhat, “Vu nay la t6i pha ma.”
“G1 co?!” Toi twong cau ta dua.

“T6i noi 1a, vu nay do to6i pha. Tuan trwéc, Tong Ba Hung doi trudng ddi Hinh sy ¢ S& dén
tim, mai t6i tham gia mGt cudc hop dé thao luan vé chuyén an nay. Trong cudc hop t6i da
dwa ra vai y kién.” Tran Tuwdc ctui dau an com, giong diéu binh than nhu dang ké mot
chuyén vat vanh thuvong ngay.

“Tran Tudc, toi biét cau thong minh, nhwng thé nay thi ly ki qua. Sao ho lai maoi cau?”

“Viéc dé anh phai héi ho chi. Luc goi tdi, doi trudng Tong ndi ‘Mai thay Tran tGi giap
chiing t6i m6t chuyén’. T6i ranh réi nén nhan 16i di. Tém lai t6i dd nhan dwoc tién thudng,
du tiéu xai mot thoi gian.” C6 vé Tran Tudc khong néi doi. Hay tai dién xudt ctia cau ta qua
tot?

“Thay Tran? Cau... cau la thay gido a?”
“Cé thé thé, ma ciing c6 thé khong.” Cau ta cam ly vang do 1én hép mot hép.

“That khé tin, lam sao cau pha dwgc vu an dy? Cau dua ra y kién gi?” Binh thuwong toi ghét
no6i doi, tuy hang ngay khong tro chuyén nhiéu véi Tran Tuwdc nhung t6i chang ngo cau ta
lai la ké khoac lac nhw vay. Lam gi ¢6 chuyén c6ng an mai mot ngwoi dan thuwong téi ho trg
pha an? C6 phai chuyén trinh thdm dau? T6i nhét dinh phdi lam cho ra 1€, dén khi ciu ta
chinh miéng nhan minh dua mai thoi.

Thay t6i nghiém tic qua mirc, Tran Tuwdc cling dat bat dlia xuéng, ding day di dén bén
bang den, cam phan viét ra mgt cong thitc phic tap.
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“Day la gi thé?”

“Cong thitc Rossmo. M0 hinh toan hoc dé phan tich hanh vi pham t6i,” Tran Twéc dap.
“Chi can diéu chinh lai chat xiu, ching ta c6 thé tinh ra noi ¢ cta hung tha.”

“Sao lai thé duoc...”

Tran Tuwdc phét 16 phan tng cua t6i, tiép tuc giai thich, “Trong nhitng diéu kién xac dinh,
néu van dung toan hoc chuan xac thi anh sé luén tim dwgc dap an dung. Ké sat nhan hang
loat thuwong chon nhitng dia diém gay an ma han cho la tinh cd nham che gidu noi & thyc sy
cta minh, nheng cong thitc nay sé vach tran sy that. Dung toan hoc xéac dinh noi & cua
hung thu, xac suat twong doi cao, bién mo kim day bé thanh mo kim day coc. Han Tan, néu
anh thich, t6i sé giai thich qua vé cach thitc st dung cong thitc Rossmo nhé?”

T6i xua tay lia lia, “Thoi khoi, t6i hoc xa hoi ma. Cau dung cong thitc nay tinh ra cho & cua
hung thu day ha?”

Tran Tudc gat dau, “U, ddy 1a mét xich quan trong ma. Tiép d6, chi can vai suy luan logic
bo trg, giup cong tac diéu tra cta phia canh sat thuan lgi hon. Vé ban chat, pha an va giai
toan giong nhau, cho ta nhitng diéu kién da biét dé tim dap an chwa biét. Chi can diéu kién
chinh xéc, sau qua trinh tinh toan thit nghiém ki cang, nhat dinh sé ra két qua.”

Chuyén nay khién t6i ton thwong sau sac. RO rang khong thé trong mat ma bat hinh dong,
toi ¢ ngd cau ta chi trang tréo thu sinh, ai ngd con la c6 van ddc biét cia S¢ Cong an. Tw
do veé sau, toi cang thém to mo vé Tran Twdc. Hé ranh roi, t6i lai pha hai tach ca phé roi
ngobi tan gau voi cu ta trong phong khach, nhg d6 ciing biét thém nhiéu chuyén cii caa
Tran Twdc. Than thé cu ta qua la ly ki nhu tiéu thuyét, néu khong phai chinh tai t6i nghe
thay, nhat dinh sé cho la chuyén bia.

Tran Tuwdc khong biét cha minh tén gi, me cau chang bao gio nhac dén. Me Tran Tuwéc ho
Vién, lam viéc trong nganh am nhac. Ngay tr nho, cau ta da boc 16 thién phu ki la vé toan
hoc, vao tiéu hoc thi nhdy céc lién ba 16p. Nam 1999, Tran Tuwdc gianh quan quan Olympic
Toéan qudc té, cudi cung, chwong trinh hoc ¢ trudong cling khong dudi kip tién do cuaa cau ta
nita. Tot nghiép cap hai xong, cau thoi hoc, tw hoc toan & nha. Nam muwdi sau tudi, cau ta
dang luan van vé “Gia thuyét tong quat lién tuc” trén tap chi Logic todn hoc, thu hit sy chi
y clia gidi toan hoc, vé sau nhap hoc khoa Toan dai hoc Princeton. Nam 2004, Tran Tudc
lay bang ct nhan, 2005 xong thac si, dén 2009 thi trd thanh tién si, réi di lam giang vién.
Trong thdi gian nay, cau ta con van dung kién thitc toan hoc va tw duy logic cia minh, ho

https://thuviensach.vn



trg canh sat New Jersey pha dugc nhiéu vu an giét ngwoi hang loat, chinh thi¢c tré thanh c6
van hinh s cho ho vao nam 24 tuoi.

Nhwng hai nam sau, cau ta dot nhién bi truc xuat khoi gidi, cho nghi viéc vé nuwdc.

Tran Twdc khong muén nhac tdi can nguyén sau xa bén trong. To6i chi biét rang, do nhan
xét khong théa dang cia cdu ta, mot sinh vién da phai trd gia bang cd mang song. Nha
trvong cho rang Tran Twdc 1a nha gido ma tinh tinh khong ding muc, 16i 1é xac xugc,
khong c6 dao dic ngudi thay. Trwde khi vé Trung Quoc, Tran Tudc van dung kién thic
toan hoc cia minh thang dwgc nhiéu tién ¢ song bac Las Vegas, nhung vé nuwéc lai bi bon
Itra ddo qua dién thoai ltra mat qua nira. Nghe cau ta ké lai chuyén nay, t6i dé khoc dé cuwoi.

Tiép xtc it 1au, t6i bat dau nhan ra mot vai diéu & Tran Twdc. Lic trudce téi da ké, cau ta
mac chitng tu ki chitc nang cao, mot dang rdi loan nhan cach phan xa héi dién hinh. Tran
Tuwdc kho thich nghi v6i cong dong, thinh thoang lai n6i vai diéu khong ai hiéu dugc, chang
thém quan tam t&i cdm nhan ctia nguwdi khac. Cau ta khong can nhac nhiéu, thich vach tran
moi thi, chdng chtra thé dién cho bat ki ai. Hon nita, cau ta con khong hé y thitcc dugce rang
minh c6 van de.

“T6i ndi dau co sai, anh ta ngu ngoc that day chit. Sao anh ta lai n6i nong?” Cau ta thuong
xuyén hoi toi cau nay.

“Cau dung vach tran khuyét diém ctia ngwoi ta nhw thé, bat lich sy lam.” T6i giai thich.
“Han Tan, néu t6i khen anh ta thong minh thi mdi la ché nhao anh ta do!”

To6i qua that khong phan bac n6i ly 1€ cta Tran Twdc. Cau ta thich tranh luan, 16i 1€ lai qua
thang thirng, dé lam nguwai khac méch long. Ngoai ra, tinh tinh ngao man ciing la nguyén
nhan khién nguwdi khac khong mudn két than vGi Tran Twdc. C6 nhiéu chuyén, dé dat ly thi
lai khong thau tinh nita.

Con nh@ c6 lan dang tan bd trong cong vién, téi dot nhién néi, “T6i thdy cdu giong
Sherlock Holmes that day. Cung phan xa hdi, cung séc sao, c6 diéu 6ng ta la nha hda hoc,
con cau la nha toan hoc.”

“Sai r6i.” Tran Twdc lac dau, “Sherlock Holmes khong phéi la nha héa hoc wu td, thdm chi
khong xitng dang lam nha héa hoc.”

“Sao cau lai n6i vay?” Toi hoi van lai.

Tran Twdc binh than dap, “Anh c6 nhd trong “Nhitng cay dé d6”, Holmes biét ltic nao do sé
phai di xe Itra nén dinh hoan phan tich ‘cac’ axeton lai khong?”
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“Thé thi sao?”

“Axeton la tén mot loai hop chét riéng biét, cong thitc phan tivr la CH;COCHj; trong truyén,
Holmes da nham axeton véi xeton. Trong “Chiéc nhan tinh co”, Holmes lai Iam lan vé ti 1€
mau trong nwdc; trong “Mot vu mat tich ki la”, 6ng ta goi ca bari disulfide va bari sulfate la
bari bisulfate; trong “Ngoén tay cai ctia vién ki su”, 6ng ta nham hgp chat khong c6 thay
ngan la hgp kim thuy ngan... Nhitng sai lam ngé ngan nay nhan nhéan trong Sherlock
Holmes toan tdp, sao anh c6 thé goi ong ta la mot nha hoa hoc dwgc nhi? Theo t6i thay,
Holmes chi la mot ké nghiép du thich héa hoc ma thoi.”

“Vay cau thdy gido sw Moriarty thé nao, 6ng ta cling la gido s chuyén nganh toan hoc nhw
cau ddy? Ong ta con théng minh hon Holmes 1a déng khac!”

“Anh muon no6i tGi tdc gid cudn sach Pong lvc hoc tiéu hanh tinh nyc cwdi dy ha?” Tran
Twdc pha 1én cuoi thanh tiéng.

“Co gi dang cuwdi? Gido sw Moriarty 21 tudi da viét luan van vé Nhi thitc Newton, con noi
tiéng trong gidi toan hoc chau Au.”

“Bon muoi nam tredc khi ong ta dwa ra luan van do, nha toan hoc Niels Henrik Abel cua
Na Uy da gidi quyét xong khau cudi cung cuia cai goi la dinh ly Nhi thitc réi. Ciing tic 13,
thién tai Moriarty cia bon mwoi nam sau chang con viéc gi dé lam nita. Thdi, ching ta n6i
vé tdc pham Pong lvc hoc tiéu hanh tinh dy tredc vay. Sau nam 1852, theo gbéc nhin cia
Newton thi chang c6 budc tién nao trong viéc nghién citu van dong cua tiéu hanh tinh ca,
trir phi Moriarty tién tri dwgc thuyét twong doi cua Albert Einstein, hodc gidi quyét dugc
van dé Iyc hap dan dugc coi la mau chot trong bai toan ba vat thé. Song, néu vay thi hoc
thuyét do c6 thé (ng dung rong rai cho tat ca vat thé chuyén dong, chit khong chi riéng tiéu
hanh tinh dau!”

T6i nghe cau ta phan tich ma cing hong, ndi gian dung dung, “Ho chi la nhan vat tiéu
thuyét, cau nghiém tic nhw thé lam gi? Ci& thira nhan Moriarty vi dai la dugc r6i!”

Tran Twdc nhin vai vé bat luc, “Anh thay do, téi von vo duyén ma.”

Ngay thang ct binh lang tr6i, nhdy mat da t6i thang Tam n6éng ham hap. Pang dot nghi hé
nén cong viéc gia su cda toi cling ban biu han Ién, gan nhu ca ngay déu & nha hoc sinh, 8, 9
gio toi mdi vé. Budi sang t6i thich ddy sém ma Tran Twdc lai la cG dém, cé khi ca ngay
chang cham mat. Hom nay t6i cudc b vé dén nha nhu thuwong 1€, thay phong khach sang
den thi khong khoi ngac nhién. Trtr phi c¢6 khach dén choi, con dau Tran Tudc sé khong bao
gio bat den.
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Qua nhién, vira budc vao, t6i da thay maot thanh nién la ngo6i trén sofa.

Tran Tuwdc ding day gidi thiéu qua loa. Vi khach nay tén la C6 Dwong, ban hoc cta cau ta
& Princeton, sap tiép quan san nghiép gia dinh. Cha C6 Dwong 1a C6 Vinh Huy, ngwoi dau
tién phat 1én sau cai cach mé@ cira ¢ Trung Quoc, tiéc rang chwa dén bon muoi tudi da qua
doi. Co Duong ciling xap xi ba muoi, cao chitng 1m75, deo kinh, trong nho nha, khong c6
vé hong hach nhu dam con chau nha giau thwong thay, ct chi khiém ton lich thiép, an mac
cling thanh lich.

“Han Tan, ng6i xuéng cung néi chuyén di.” Tran Tudc thd dai, “Gan nam nam nay t6i véi
C6 Duong khong gdp nhau r6i.”

Co6 Duong gat dau, “Khong ngd cau ciing vé nudc, cd diéu, tinh tinh cia cdu qua that
khong hgp day hoc dau.”

Tran Tuwdc guwong cuwdi, “Ngwoi nhw t6i chang hop & dau ca.”

Nghe vay, C6 Duwong phi cuoi, “Cau nay to6i dong y, cau ding la 1ap di! Phai ¢ cung nha
v6i nguwdi nhe cau, qua la kho cho Tiéu Han! Cau c6 nhé ban dau t6i v6i cau chung phong
ki tic x4 khong? Ca ngay t6i lam am lén doi d6i, nhwng nha treong khong cho!”

“Sao khong nhé chit, cau con dé cho t6i danh cap dong ho cua cau.”

“Pirng nhac chuyén nay ntta!” C6 Duwong to vé boi roi, “Cudi cung chang phai cau bat
duoc ga Declan dé u?”

“Phai phai, Co thiéu gia day tot bung, né tinh gad méi pham toi lan dau lai ting qua hoa liéu
nén khong truy cttu, con ho trg thém may ngan d6. Declan dung la phai ta on troi dat,
chang nhitng khong bi dudi ma con phat tai, hén chi sau khi t6t nghiép, ga néi mudn téi
Trung Quoc lam an. May ma c6 Co thiéu gia lam cho Trung Qudc dwgc nd may nd mat, dé
ban bé bon phuwong biét ching ta c6 lich s 1au doi, ritng vang bién bac, ngudi ngoc tién
nhiéu.”

“Pugc roi, la toi ngoc, cau thong minh thé sao nira dém mo vé phong con bi t6i doa cho
chét khiép?”

“Han Tan nay, Co thiéu gia day c6 tro dua ac. Cau ta thich nap sau cita, rinh Iic nguoi ta
m@ cita thi nhdy ra hu! Nhat 1a vao 12 gio dém...”

Bi Tran Twdc tréu, Co Duong c6 vé nguwgng ngung, xua tay lia lia, “Pugc roi, ding tréu toi
nita. C ké tiép co6 khi cau dao ca goc reé toi 1én ciing nén.”
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“Biét thé 1a t6t.” Tran Tuwéc didc y dap. “A phai, bénh suyén cta cau khéi chwa?”
“Chac, bam sinh r6i lam sao khoi dugc, chi do do thoi. Con cau, cé ban gai chwa?”
“T6i dau phai thiéu gia, lam sao lot vao mat xanh ¢6 nao duwgc?”

Hiém khi thay Tran Twdc cwoi vui nhw thé, xem ra cau ta kha than thiét véi Co Duong.

Tran Tuwéc tirng ké vbi tbi rang, nguwdi hoc toan c6 don. Khong giong nhw van hoc, my
thudt, am nhac, du khong c6 can ban van néi chuyén dugc, toan hoc khé phé bién. Toan la
mon hoc nghién cttu vé quan hé sd, quan hé giita vi tri khong gian va quan hé logic, coi
trong suy luan, nhung cling chinh nhitng suy luan nay khién nhiéu cach chitng minh dinh ly
trd nén vo cung tritu twgng, khong cé da kién thitc todn va khong ting luyén logic thi
chang hiéu gi ca.

Chuyén tro mot lac thi C6 Dwong thinh linh ng6i thang ddy, nghiém trang bao Tran Twdc,
“Lan nay toi dén day la muon nho cau mot viéc. Chuyén nay da tré thanh béng den am anh
tam ly t6i ti* nho, khong sao xua di dugce. Cau la nguwdi ban dau tién toi quen & My, ciing la
nguwoi toi tin twdng nhat, mong cau bang long gidp t6i.”

Tran Tudc duong nhw da doan duwgc tir 1au nén van binh than nhw khong, chi khé gat dau ra
hiéu cho C6 Dwong noi tiép.

Co6 Dwong ngtra mat 1én, mot 1at sau mai 1ay hét diing khi mé 16i, “T6i mudn nho cau diéu
tra vu an cda cha t6i.”

“C6 Duong ...”

“Purng khuyeén t6i, téi chi hoi cau mot cau théi, cau gitp hay khong giap?”

Tran Twdc vira md miéng da bi C6 Dwong cat ngang.

“C6 Duong, cau nghe t6i ndi hét da.” Tran Twdc van kién nhan ndi, “T6i c6 nghe qua vé
cai chét cua cha cau, ciing biét vu an chan dong ca nwdc hai mwoi nam trde co lién quan
tdi ong dy. Co diéu cau khong bao gid nhac dén chuyén nay nén t6i ciing khong tién héi.

Hom nay cdu da néi vay thi ngudi lam ban nhu t6i nhdt dinh sé giip. Ma ké ca ching ta
khong phai ban bé, t6i cling mudn thit diéu tra vu an bé tac ay xem sao.”

“Néi vay la cau nhan 16i?” C6 Dwong kinh ngac héi.

“T6i nhan 10i. Tuy khong phai tham t&, cling khong phai luat sw, nhung t6i 1a c6 van, chi
phi khong ré dau nhé!” Tran Twdc cuoi.
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“Pén lic doé toi sé tang cau mot chi phiéu khong, mudn bao nhiéu ty dién bay nhiéu. Chi
can diéu tra rd chuyén nay, tra lai sy trong sach cho cha t6i thi bao nhiéu t6i cting khong
tiéc!” Tran Twdc nédi dua ma Cé Duong lai twdng that, nghiém tic dap.

“Ha, dung la manh vi gao, bao vi tién nhi. Chuyén tién nong t6i chi dua théi. Néu t6i nhd
khong lam thi cha cdu gap bat trac nam 1994, cach nay hai mwoi nam, nhiéu manh maéi va
tw liéu da mai maot, nhan chitng vat chitng ciing khong con, muodn diéu tra cling kho day.”

Tran Twdc ngay thwong ty tin 1a thé ma noi tdi day cling phai nhiu may.

C6 Duong voi tran an, “Chuyén nay cau yén tam, ngdi nha dé t6i van gil* nguyén, niém
phong hai chuc nam nay, tat ca moi thi tir do noi that trong nha dén trang tri diéu khac déu
chwa hé suy suyén. Me t0i cling mong rira oan cho cha nén khong hé ban di, chi khoéa lai,
dogi ngay toi 16n len.”

T6i ngoi nghe cling hoi hoang mang khong hiéu hét dugc. Nghe hai nguwdi ho n6i, hinh nhw
hai muwoi nam trede, cha Co6 Dwong bi nguoi ta két toi giét nguwdi. Sau khi 6ng qua doi, me
cau ta khong chap nhan néi sy that nay, bén nho dita con trai du hoc tré vé tim ngudi diéu
tra lai vu an nam xuwa.

“Con mot thit t6i muén cau xem qua. C6 1& khong cé gia tri gi, nhiéu ngwoi da noi vay,
nhung t6i cam thay cha t6i dé lai vat nay nhat dinh c6 ham y. Cau la ngwdi thong minh nhat
trong nhitng nguwdi toi biét, néu ca cau cling cho rang n6 vo nghia thi tdi cling hét cach. Tw
nay veé sau, toi sé khong khang khang giit y kién dé nita.” C6 Dwong vira néi vira nhac tui
tai lieu mau den canh d6 dat 1én dau goi, ma khoa kéo, 1dy ra mot cudn so tay da cli. Nhw
chgt nhé lai mét chuyén khong vui, C6 Dwong nhin Tran Tudc, gwong mat 16 vé dau don.
Cau ta dat cudn so 1én ban tra, day tdi tredc mat Tran Twdc roi cat thi tai liéu vao cho cdi.

Tran Twdc cam cudn so 1én, gid trang dau, bat dau doc. Ca can phong bong chdc yén dng
han. T6i cling chau dau lai, thay trang dau tién cudn s6 viét mot nhan dé: Bach Tuyét trong
phong giam bi mdt.

La truyén c6 tich hay la tiéu thuyét day? To6i thac mac tgn.

Co Duong day gong kinh, giai thich, “Cuén s6 nay cha t6i viét trwdc khi treo cd ty van
trong vién tam than. La mot diéu 1a, thwong ngay ong khong hay viét 1ach, tai sao trweéc khi
chét lai dé lai cudn so dy? Toi da doc di doc lai cau chuyén trong dé nhiéu lan, song chang
nhan ra diéu gi ca.”

Tran Twdc khong noi, chi tap trung doc. T6i biét, lic nay t6t nhat la dirng quay ray cau ay.
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Hon muoi phit sau, Tran Twéc méi dat cuoén so6 xuong, bao Co6 Duong, “Cau doan khong
sai, day qua that khong phai cau chuyén co tich binh thwdng, ma la 16i trang tr6i caa cha
cdu, an gidu nhiéu tin ttc bén trong. C6 diéu, hién gio trong tay ching ta c6 qua it manh
moi, chura thé tim ra sy that dang sau. T6i can tim hiéu nhiéu hon nita.”

“T6i sé ké cho cau tat ca nhitng gi t6i biét. Tuy truyén thong hai muwoi nam trwdc da dua ra
dia moi géc nhin vé vu nay, nhung du sao t6i ciing la nguwdi nha cia nghi can, biét dwgc kha
kha tin ndi bo ma bao dai khéng biét. Nam 4y, lic xdy ra vu an, to6i con nhd, khong nhé
dwgc nhiéu chuyén. Nhung me ké rang cha tuy la mot doanh nhan quay cuéng vdéi tinh toan
canh tranh, nhung cling c6 nhitng s& thich twong doi phong nha, nhw am nhac, van hoc,
kién tric va ca nhitng 16i huwéng thu ki la. Viéc mua V6 Chai cling la hé qua cua s thich

»

nay.
Co6 Duwong rom rém nuw@c mat, ti tir ngang lén, tram ngam nhin ra bau trgi trén cao.

Co6 Vinh Huy sinh ndm 1955 trong mét gia dinh pht hao tai Thwgng Hai, nha ho C6 nhay
bén, kinh doanh nhiéu doi, giao thuwong ca véi phwong Tay. Cling nhd cha me cap tién, mau
chong bat nhip vdi khong khi ctia ché d6 mdi, 16n 1én 6ng ta theo hoc Luc quéan, r6i nhap
ngii, tich cyc chién dau, thang tién rat nhanh trong quan doi, dugc ctr di hoc chuyén mon
chinh tri bac dai hoc, tot nghiép roi quan 16 bat dau thénh thang, cudi cung con duwgc bo
nhiém Chanh van phong tinh uy. Cé diéu C6 Vinh Huy von tinh héo thdng, wa mao hiém;
nam 1989 roi bé quan 16 ra kinh doanh, tiép quan mot cong ty nha dat, mau chéng kiém
duwgce mot khoan kéch su trong hang muc cai tao khu 6 chudt. Chi trong mot nam, 6ng ta da
khién hang muc nat nhw twong nay thang 16n, ti d6 phat 1én nhw diéu gap gio, trd thanh 14
cd dau trong cac doanh nghiép toan quoc.

Nam 1993, C6 Vinh Huy mua mot bat dong san & mot noi xa x6i héo lanh, mot phan dé
lam cho yén tinh nghi duwdng, nhwng phan nhiéu la bai bat dong san dy kha dac biét. D6 la
mot ngoi biét thy mang tén Vo Chai, von la cia ché do cii, vé sau dwgc chinh quyén méi
phat mai. V& nguon goc biét thy, moi nguwdi ndi mét phach, twu chung van chwa thé két
luan dwgc. Gia thuyét pho bién nhét cho rang né la do lai budn Jacob Elias Sassoon xay
dung dé an than gitra thoi buoi loan lac.

Jacob Elias Sassoon la ai?

Chuyén nay lai phai ké tir dong ho Sassoon. Gia toc ay c6 to tién la ngwoi Do Thai chay
nan ti* Tdy Ban Nha sang Baghdad vao thoi Trung c6, dugc goi la gia toc Rothschild
phuwong PBong” . Pau thé ki 19, nguwoi ditng dau gia toc la David Sassoon bi quan chic
chinh quyén mdi mang tw twédng bai Do Thai hdm hai, nam 1832 phdi chay sang Mumbai
An Do, xay dung nén hiéu budn Sassoon kinh doanh xuyén qudc gia, con dat chi nhanh tai
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Myanmar, Malaysia va Trung Qudc, Jacob Elias Sassoon la mot trong cac chau ndi ctia 6ng
ta.

[3]. Rothschild la gia téc c¢6 nguén géc tir Frankfurt, Bitc. Ddy la mét trong nhitng gia tdc gidu c6 va hiing manh nhat

trong lich sw thé gidi.

Ngoi biét thy gom ba tang, nam tro troi giita mot canh ritng, xa lang xa xém xa dai 16, sau
doi chu nhan thit nhat hau nhw khéng con ai & nén dwong vao dan dan hu hai, 16n nhon bun
dat, mwa xudng thi cang sat 16 kho di, c6 doan con bi lap mat. Biét thy xay dung theo
phong cach Gothic, ki di nhat la cac mat twong ngoai tuyén mot mau den, nhin tir xa chang
khac nao Thap den Mordor trong Chtia té nhitng chiéc nhdn cua van hao Anh Tolkien.

Ngay 16 thang Mwoi hai nam 1994, sau khi tring tu Vo6 Chai va trang hoang ndi that xong,
dai gia C6 Vinh Huy md&i mot s6 nhan vat ndi tiéng t6i day choi. Trong nhitng nguwdi dugc
nhan thiép moi c6 dao dién tré trién vong Ha Nguyén, bd phim Cudc chién nam Gidp Ngo
cda anh ta la dinh cao méi ctia dién anh Trung Qudc, gianh dwoc thanh cong vang doi ca vé
mat thwong mai lan nghé thuat, c6 thé ndi la tién do rong md; ngo6i sao dang noi Lac Tiéu
Linh, hgp tac v6i Ha Nguyén lan dau nam 23 tu6i da giat giai Nit dién vién xuat sac nhat
trong lién hoan phim Bach Hoa, vira budc vao gigi dién anh da boc 10 tai nang; nha van nit
Té Lgi, Thuy triéu do, tic pham mdi nhat cta co chi lot dugc vao vong t& két ctia gidi van
hoc Quéc té xanh, nhung cac nha phé binh van nhiét liét dwa Té Lgi 1én hang ngli nhitng
nha van nit doc ddo nhat Trung Quoc; Luu Quoc Quyen, chi nhiém khoa No6i soi bénh vién
Trung Son, noi tiéng vé diéu tri bénh tim bam sinh va cac loai phau thuat tim bang phwong
phap noi soi, vang danh ca & nwdc ngoai, tot nghiép nganh Y Pai hoc Heidelberg, noi dao
tao Y khoa t6t nhiat nwéc Ditc; gido s Chu Vi Thanh, cht nhiém khoa Van Pai hoc
Thuwong Hai, thuwong gitt chan giam khdo ¢ cac gidi thuwang van hoc trong nuéc.

Nhung céc nhan vat lay Itrng ay déu khong ngod minh lai phai chitng kién mot sy viéc kinh
hoang & dinh thy Vo Chai.

Sau nguoi lan lwgt dén dinh thy Vo Chai cling la luc trdi do tuyét trang x6a nhw 16ng
ngong. Sudt maot thé ki qua, ving nay chwa bao gid c6 canh tuyét 16n bit kin duong di nhw
thé. Dinh thy Vé Chai nam trén thuwgng du, giita ring gitta ndi, giao thong khé khan, xa
khu dan cw, lam tat ca bi ket lai, khong thé ra vé. Dén ngay 19 thang Mudi hai, tic 1a ba
hom sau khi ho tGi dinh thy Vo Chai, canh sat nhan dugc dién thoai bao tin ¢ dinh thy nay
xdy ra vu giét nguwoi hang loat, bén huy dong xe xtc tuyét mé duwong, chay thang dén hién
treong.

Canh sat ap tdi dap ctra dinh thy Vo6 Chai, nhung ctta van déng im im, khong ai ra ma.
Thay khong 6n, ho bén pha ctra x6ng vao, phat hién bén trong ngoén ngang bira bai nhung
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chang co ai, danh chia nhau ra kiém tra lan lwgt tirng phong. Ping ltic nay, mét canh sat
hinh sy tré tén Triéu Tha Nhan dang luc soat tang 2 chgt thdy mot ngwdi dan 6ng trong hoi
bat thuwong mac do choang tam chay vut qua trwdc mat, lao thang lén tang 3. Triéu Thu
Nhan 13p titc dudi theo, miéng khong ngirng quat thao canh cdo ngwoi kia. Anh ta nhac thiy
trén do choang tam ngwdi no mac l1dm tdm vét mau. Lén dén tang 3, ngudi kia nhanh chéng
ngodt vao mot gian phong ngu, Triéu Tha Nhan lao theo nhung cham mot buéc. Ké nay
vira vao phong da xoay ngudi sap cta r6i khoa trai bén trong. Cita phong chéc chan, Triéu
Thu Nhan x6 may lan dén té ca vai cling khong suy suyén. Anh ta danh it by dam giat that
lung ra goi chi vién, dong thoi gio tay 1én nhin dong ho. Liic d6 la 2 gio 10 phut chiéu.

Dai tredng T dan doi dén triede cira can phong, héi han Triéu Tha Nhan tinh hinh.

“Nam phit tredc t6i con nghe thdy tiéng dong trong phong, han ta van & day.” Triéu Thu
Nhan lam dong tac OK, y n6i nguwdi bén trong chwa hé thoat ra.

Dai canh sat bat dau thay phién nhau x6 ctra. Khi canh ctra bat ra thi da la 2 gid 20 phut,
mot canh vO cung ki di dap vao mat ho - ca can phong trong khong, trir rac rudi va do linh
tinh bay day duéi san thi chang cé gi ca. Nguoi dan ong khoac do choang tam da bién mat.

“Han nhdy qua ctra s6 r6i!” Ai do6 bat than la 1én.

Qua that, hai canh ctra s6 khong ch6t ma m@ toang, Triéu Thu Nhan lao dén, nhoai ra bau
ctra nhin ra ngoai, roi giat ndy minh.

Mat dat phia duéi trang x6a tuyét, phang li, khong mot dau chan...
Lé nao ga dan 6ng no bong dung moc canh bay qua cira s6 tron mat u?

Triéu Thu Nhan trgn tron mat, xwa nay anh ta chira bao gio gdp phai tinh huong thé nay. Tw
nho, anh da dugc giao duc theo chu nghia duy vat, phdi tin vao khoa hoc, khong dugc mé
tin. Nhung khoa hoc lam sao gidi thich dwgc viéc mot nguwdi nam phut trudc con & trong
phong, nam phit sau da bién mat? Néu han nhdy qua ctra s6 thi phai c6 dau vét in trén mat
tuyét chi? Lé nao han bam bau ctta so treéo 1én néc nha? Triéu Tha Nhan tho dau ra civa s6
nhin 1én trén, 1ap tic phu dinh gia thuyét nay. Mai nha qua cao, bao tuyét da ngirng nhung
gi6 van x0 ao at, du bam day thirng cling khong leo 1én néi. Anh ta lai nhin sang hai bén,
thdy bau ctra phong bén canh ciing qua xa, khong véi t6i dugc. Bo doc theo bo twong lai
cang khong thé, vi mat twong ngoai dinh thy Vé Chai tron lang lai thém swong gid bam
day, khé ma bau tay vao. Triéu Thu Nhan da hoan toan tuyét vong, song tin titc tuyét vong
hon van con & dang sau.
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“Phat hién nam thi thé trong can nha nay. Déu bi giét chét.” Giong doi trudng Tir vang 1én
sau lung Triéu Tha Nhan, “T6i lam canh sat bao nhiéu ndm nay, chwa bao gio gap chuyén
nhu thé.”

“Gi0 phai lam sao day, doi trudng?” Gio lanh cudn theo ca tuyét thoi thoc vao co 4o Triéu
Thua Nhan, khién anh bét gidc run lén.

“Pudi theo!” DAi tredng T nghién rang ra lénh, “Du han c6 moc canh, t6i cling phai bat
han lai!”

bam canh sat 1ap titc chia nhau ra, bat dau lai xe lung suc ga dan 6ng mdac 4o choang tam
mau trang vira chay thoat.

Cudc vay bat lan ay khong giat gan nhu phim Hollywood bdi that ra, ngay sau khi bién mat
trong phong kin, ga dan 6ng kia da bi bat. Canh sat hinh sy tuan tra cach dinh thy Vé Chai
5 km da tom duwgc han dang chay nhu dién nhw dai. Pung vay, mot nguwdi khoac do choang
tam loang 16 mau, chay dién cuong trén tuyét! Canh twgng dé dang so biét chirng nao...

Qua giam dinh, c6 thé xac nhan nguwoi dan 6ng no chinh la chd nhan dinh thy Vo Chai,
thwong gia C6 Vinh Huy. Con ndm nan nhan chinh la nhitng nhan vat néi tiéng duwgc ho Co
moi dén.

Nhung vu an van chwa pha dwgce, tham chi c6 thé néi, viéc bat C6 Vinh Huy khién vu an
cang trd nén quai di.

Theo 16i khai ctia vién canh sat tuan tra, lic anh ta trong thady C6 Vinh Huy bi thuong &
chén, dang 1€ 1ét chay cuéng cudéng la 2 gio 20 phiit chiéu. Ttc la vao 2 gio 15 phat, Co
Vinh Huy van con & phong tang 3 dinh thy V6 Chai, vay ma chi von ven nam phiit sau da
bi bat tai mdt noi cach d6 nam cay so.

Nam phuit. Nam cdy so. Diéu ngay cé nghia gi? Ki luc chay 5000 mét nam lic bay gio do
van dong vién Beleke ngudi Ethiopia xac lap tai Thé van hoi Olympic Ha Han la mwai hai
phut ba muoi bdy gidy ba muoi lam.

Vay ra C6 Vinh Huy con chay nhanh hon mtc ki luc cia loai nguwdi gan bay phit.

Hon nita, 6ng ta khong phai nguwdi dugc hudn luyén dién kinh chuyén nghiép, khong di
giay chay bo, chi di chuyén chan tran trén tuyeét.

Huong ho, theo bac si chan doan, mét thang tredec Co Vinh Huy vira bi dan day chang dau
g0i, van chwa hoi phuc.
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Lam sao c6 thé!

Néu chirng ay thong tin van chwa lam canh sat tuyét vong, thi tin tic tiép theo da dap tan
toan bo hi vong cta ho.

Ltc bi bat, C6 Vinh Huy da la nguoi dién.

Khong sai, C6 Vinh Huy titng mot tay che troi, hdo mwa goi gi6 trong gidi kinh doanh da
phat dién. Tat ca nhitng chuyén xdy ra tai dinh thy Vo Chai ciing vinh vién bi chon vui
trong bong t6i. Nhan chitng va ngudi trong cudc duy nhat con song lai bi chan doan mac
chitng tam than phan liét va dugc dwa dén trung tam sic khée tam than cda thanh pho dé
diéu tri. C6 Vinh Huy luon trong trang thai kinh hoang, lién tuc rit Ién nhitng tiéng quai di,
dai r6t rong rong. Du hoéi han gi, 6ng ta cling quan chat chan, khong néi nira 10i.

Doi trwedng Tw danh b tay véi mot nghi pham tam than. Coi nhw canh sat chwa pha dwoc
vu nay.

Béo dai dua tin am 1 vé vy tham an & dinh thy Vé Chai. Vi nam nan nhan déu la ngudi c6
dia vi trong xa hoi nén du luan phan tng manh. Cung v6i viéc 1én an hung tha, moi nguoi
cling bay té niém tiéc thwong vo han vi mat di nhiéu nhan tai kiét xuédt. Vu 4n nay gay chan
dong rat 1au, tham chi c6 hang phim con 1ay lam b6i canh dé dung thanh mot bo phim dinh
di mang tén Nha kin, ké vé mot tén sat nhan mac bénh tam than, ltra gat nam ngudi hoan
toan xa la 1én mot hon dao c6 1ap r6i lan lwgt giét hai titng nguwdi. Nguwdi nha ho Co da dé
don kién hang phim no nhung vi khong du chitng ci¥ nén thua kién. Cau chuyén van khién
Co6 Duong canh céanh trong long.

Canh sat khong hé céng b6 nguyén nhan cai chét cia nam nan nhan. Cang bung bit, thién
ha lai cang to mo suy doan. Phai chang céi chét ctia ho qua tham khdc, néu cong bo sé gay
anh hwdng tiéu cuc cho xa hgi? Tém lai, day c6 thé coi la mot vu muu sat dang s, tan
nhan, gay x6n xao dv luan trong thdi gian dai. Theo nhitng gi da cong khai, phia canh sat
khong tuyén cdo C6 Vinh Huy la hung tht ma cit dé ngd vu an nhv vay, nhung doi véi dai
da s6 quan chuing thi hung tha khong ai khac ngoai C6 Vinh Huy, chd nhan dinh thy Vo
Chai.

Trong thai gian C6 Vinh Huy & vién tdm than, vg 6ng ta la Phwong Tué thwong dan Co
Duong t¢i tham cha. Pwong nhién, C6 Vinh Huy bay gid khong giong ngudi cha trude kia
ctia C6 Duwong nita. Ong ta chi do dan nhin con trai, lic thi cudi ngé ngan, lic lai rau i,
thinh thodng con lan ra dat nhw mot diva tré. Co6 Duwong thu@ dy ciing 16 md cam thdy cha
hoi khang khac nén chi dam di¢ng canh me, nhin cha tir dang xa.
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Duy ¢6 mot lan, C6 Vinh Huy hinh nhw da khéi phuc lai trang thai binh thuwong.

Lan ay Phuong Tué khéng dén, C6 Vinh Huy dot nhién nghiém trang bao C6 Dwong, “Cha
mudn cho Duong Duwong xem cdi nay.” Dt 10i, bén 1én It rit trong ngdn ti canh giwong
ra mét cudn so, dwa cho C6 Dwong, dan phai cat ki, khong duwgc néi véi ai.

“Khi nao 16n 1én, con hang xem nhé.” Ong din con trai day bi hiém.

Vé mit 4y, giong diéu dy khién C6 Duong doan chic cha minh khéng dién. It ra, vao lic 4y,
ong hoan toan binh thwong.

Thay C6 Duong ngoan ngoan gat dau, C6 Vinh Huy au yém xoa dau con trai, diu giong
dan, “Con nhé nhé, cha khong phai ké giét ngudi, cha la nguai tot.”

D6 1a 161 cudi cung 6ng noi vdi con.

Hom sau, khi nhan vién y té budc vao thi da thdy C6 Vinh Huy treo minh vao dan den, hai
tay buong thong bén hong, thi thé dung dwa nhé nhe. Co6 6ng ta trong mot sgi thirng to bang
ngoén tay, han sdu vao thit thanh mot vét bam tim dé, hai mat trgn tritng twdng chirng rach
khée, nhin chdm chdm dam ngudi dang ta vao nhw mudn ké 1€ mdi oan véi ho, lai nhw
muon trong ro ca thé gian nay.

https://thuviensach.vn



Chuong 2

The House of Darkness"
[1] Ngéi nha tdm t6i.

May den cudén cudn bién doi lién hoi, lic tu lic tan, nhve rong nhw phwong. Nhay mat,
nhitng hat mwa da noi nhau, rao rao ap xudng nhuv trit nwdc, téi tam dat troi. Nhitng giot
mua to nhw hat dau twong dap 1én kinh xe thanh hang trang tiéng 16p dop, lai thém gié 16c
cuon theo mua 16n, quay cuéng nhi muén ngan ngon roi khién t6i dam lo, chang biét kinh
xe c6 nitt khong. Thoat cai, tiéng mua da xau chudi thanh tiéng rén vang, mot 16 hong nhw
todc ra gitta bau trdi, mwa am am trit xudng twa vo van dong thac do.

T6i khom lwng nam chét la ban, nhin cham cham con dwdng trewdc mat, chi sg ¢6 gi so suat.
Tuy toi da lay bang lai dugc ba nam nhung chi dé trung chit khong c6 may co hoi thyc
hanh. Lan nay, néu khong phai vi Tran Twdc khang khang bat cam vo lang, t6i cling chdang
ngoi vao ghé lai.

T6i 1ai xe hét sitc can trong, luon tw nha phai nhin ki tinh hinh doc dwong di. Tt quoc 16 ré
vao day, duong von da gap ghénh khé di, con mwa cang khién né tré nén lay 16i, dé truot
banh, chi can so sdy mot chiit xe sé 1at xudng vuc ngay. Du t6i da bat hét den pha, lai chay
vGi toc do “rua bo” 20 km/h nhung than kinh van cang nhw day dan. Ping luc dang tap
trung, dot nhién, maot luong sang l6e 1én tredc mat t6i, roi sdm rén vang ngay trén dinh dau.

Am! Am!

Tim dap nhw go trong, t6i phdi hit mdt hoi that sdu dé binh tinh lai. Tranh thu liéc sang Tran
Tuwdc bén canh, thdy cdu ta nham nghién hai mat, miéng hoi hé, van ngu say swa, thinh
thodng con ngdy kho kho. Sam sét ung oang, vang troi day dat thé nao dwong nhu ciing
chang lién quan gi t6i cau ta. T6i bat man hét sirc, gio tay lay Tran Twdc, goi to, “Nay nay,
day di, hinh nhw lac dwong ré6i!” Nhung bén ngoai mwa nhu trit nwdc, tiéng mwa sam sap at
di tiéng goi cua toi trong nhdy mat, bén tai chi thdy lung bung.

Tran Twdc ngai nga héi, “Pén roi a?”

T6i cao giong gao lén, “Puong nhién la chua, tdi bao 1a ching ta lac dwong réi, cau c6
nghe khong ha?”

Tran Twdc ngap dai, héi lai bang giong mo mang, “Chang phéi c6 GPS u? Dién thoai ciing
cai app chi dwong ma, sao lai lac duwgc?”
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Nghe cau ta th o hdi vay, t6i bong thdy con gidn v6 cd bung 1én, tic téi dap, “Cau con mat
mii néi thé a, cai xe nat nay muwgn & dau ra vay?! GPS hong r6i! Con nita, mua to gi6 16n
thé nay lay dau ra séng dién thoai, cau bao t6i do dwong kiéu gi? Chac nén tap vao lé
dwong doi mua tanh thi hon.”

Tran Twdc khong tin, rat dién thoai ra loay hoay mot hoi, cudi cing danh bo tay.

“Ré tir quoc 16 Uan Xuyén vao thi khong thdy GPS chi hwdng nita, dién thoai cling mat
song, chac chiing ta toi r6i.” T6i boi thém mot cau, “Panh chd ngét muwa réi di tiép vay.
Cau xem, dong lay 10i nay con goi la duong dwgc nita khong? To6i bi x6c dén hoa mat
chong mat mat roi, con lai nita chac toi hic vao cay day.”

“Chuyén dau khac c6 do, anh c? lai di, t6i nga mot lat.” Tran Twdc ngoi thang day, vieon
vai roi lai ngd dau ra luvng ghé chuan bi ngu tiép.

“Cau dua day a? Tinh day ngay! Nay, nay!”

Thay Tran Twdc ué odi nham nghién mat lai, t6i v0i day cau ta mot cai. Binh thuong Tran
Twdc ngu rat say, néu dé cau ta ngt, chi c6 dung sing ban may ra mdi danh thitc dugc.

bring lic nay lai xdy ra mot chuyén khién ca hai ching t6i déu bat ngo.

“Noi thi ci¥ n6i, sao anh phun ca mwa xuan vao mat toi thé?” Tran Twdc gio tay 4o quét ma,
cau may, “Mat vé sinh qua! Nwdc bot toan vi khuan, c6 thé truyén bénh day!”

“Lam gi c6!”

“Anh ty nhin ma xem, lai nita kia!” Cau ta tré vao tran minh. Nhung chwa dit 101, lai thay
thém mot giot nwdc nhd xudng song miii Tran Tuwdc, sau do la hai giot, ba giot, cang lic
cang nhiéu. Chung t6i cung ngang lén, phat hién 6 ctra trén néc xe bat dau dot, nwdc mua
ngam qua khe nhya déo, nhé xuéng dau ching toi.

“Cai xe ctia ng nay! Con dot nita chi?!” T6i voi vo to bao trong tam tay bit khe ctra lai,
nhung chang thdm thap gi.

“Qua dang roi day!” Bén Tran Tuwdc cling phai oan than, “T6i da dan doi tredng Tong cho
mugn cai xe kha kham mot chit, dau bao 6ng ta cho mwon xe dot.”

“Gio tinh sao day?” Toi bat lyc nhin cau ta.

“Purng cudng, bao gid cach gidi quyét chang nhiéu hon van dé.” Tran Tuéc 16i tir ghé sau
ra mot chiéc 6, “Giwong 6!”
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Thé 1a, mot canh twgng ki cuc hién ra: Hai ngudi dan 6ng lai xe, ngoi trong xe lai con che

0.

bi thém chirng mot cay so, chiéc xe dot nhién rung 1én, may loc xoc mot hoi roi tat ngam.
T6i van khoéa dién may lan déu khong né may dwoc, long cling thdy nang triu lién quay
sang Tran Twdc, mat tro trd, chang néi chang rang. Cau ta nguwgng ngung cuoi khan, “Bao
gio cach giai quyét chang nhiéu hon van de.”

Cach giai quyét ctia cau ta la mang 6 xuong di bo.

Hai nguoi che chung mot tan 0, chat vat 1é buwgc. Con mua nhw mét tdm lwdi kin mit, pha
trum 1én chung t6i, nwéc mwa theo gi6 16n tap vao mat t6i dau rat. Nhitng hat mua to twéng
trt xudng quanh chan, dat bun ban lén tung tée, vay ban gidu quan. Ba che 6 ma ca ngudi
van wét lwét thuét. Cudi cung, chiéc 6 cling khong chong n6i mwa dap gié vui, bi thoi lat
tung lén. Tran Twdc bén budng tay vitt luon 6 roi phé 1én cuwdi, cwdi nhe dién nhw dai, twa
h6 vo cung thich thd triedc tinh canh nay.

“Sao cau lai vitt 6 di?!” T6i dang dinh lao theo nhat lai, nhung chiéc 6 da bi gi6 cuon bay tit
ra xa.

“U6t sung r6i con can 0 lam gi nita?”

“Po dién!”

Co Ié chang ai qua lai con dwong nay ca, ching toi thé la tiéu tung.

“Pi thoi!” Tran Twdc hang hai giuc, “Thinh thodng tan bo dwdi mua ciing tuyét day chi!”

Hai con chudt 16t ching t6i ¢t doi mua to gi6 16n ma di nhu thé hon mwai phit. Con duong
dai dang dac, twéng chirng di mai khong thay diém cudi. Tran Tuwdc c6 vé phan chan, con v
* ngam nga trong miéng. Giay t6i 16ng bong nwdc, tat cling wét sling, di budc nao kho sd
buwgc dy. Nhin b dang Tran Twdc, toi gian (a gan.

“Hay la chay?” Tran Twdc dot nhién 1én tiéng.
“Ra ndng nodi nay con chay céi gi!”
“Hinh nhw quan 16t cta t6i sap ngdm nwdc roi, khé chiu lam!”

“Quan lot toi wét tir 1au roi..” Toi tire t6i dop lai, “Hudng ho nghe ngudi ta néi, chay con
w6t hon la di bo, vi sé bi mua tat nhiéu hon.”
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“V§ van.” Tran Tuwdc nghiém tic han 1én, “Chi can xay deng mo hinh toan hoc la danh do
dwgc 161 don bay d6 ngay. Gia st c6 mot nguwoi di trong mua, tir diém nay dén diém kia
theo dwong thang, sé xuat hién ba kha nang, nwéc mua roi xuong theo phwong thang dirng,
mua tat vao mat hodc mua tat vao leng. Giong nhw ching ta dang di bay gio vay, néu coi
mua la ditng yén thi mat dat la chuyén dong ddy. Ldy Han Tan lam hé quy chiéu, khao sat
toc do twong doi cua mua va anh hwdng tir n6 cung hwéng chuyén dong cua ngudi dén tong
lvong mua co thé phai nhan nhé...”

T6i voi bit tai, “Gio t6i khong mudn nghe cau néi dau.”

Nao ngo cau ta dirng budc that, ngoi thup xudng nhat mét canh cay lén, thoan thoat viét
cong thitrc xudng mat dat bun:

Viét xong, lai tr6 cong thitc ma gidi thich, “Pay la cong thic tinh tong lwgng mua trit
xuong co thé ngwoi khi mwa roi theo phwong thang dirng, tredc hét ta xét cac yéu td nhuw
sau: coi dién tich khoanh dat ta ding trén la s, mwa do theo phwong thang ditng, nhw vay
van téc mua roi va hwéng roi déu khong doi, hon nita lwgng mwa 1a mét hang s6 w, vay
trong thoi gian t, lwvgng mwa do xudng dién tich s 1a...”

T6i ¢t thé ditng doi mwa nhin Tran Twdc hang say viét 1én mat dat, trong nhw hai thang
ngoc.

Cau ta viét ra dén may t6 hgp cong thitc roi lan lugt giai thich cho t6i titng cai mot. Toi
ngan ngam dap, “That ra cdu n6i ludn dap so la dugc, khéng can gidng gidi qua trinh vdi toi
dau.”

“Toan hoc khong thé 1ap lttng nwdc doi, qua trinh gidi todn di nhién quan trong hon dap so6
chit. Anh khong hiéu a? Khong sao, toi sé gii thich thém lan nita. Anh khong hiéu cho
nao? That ra don gian ma, anh c twdng twgng ban than la mot khoi hinh vudng, van toc
mua roi la hang s6, hwéng mua ciing khong thay doi, lwong mwa d6 xuoéng nhat dinh la...”

“N6i luon dap so di...”

“Néu mua roi theo phwong thang ditng hoac tat vao mat thi toc do chay cang nhanh sé hitng
cang it mwa; con néu mua tat tir sau lung thi néu toc do chay 16n hon hodc bang van toc roi
ctia mua theo phrong ngang va goc a théa man diéu kién tan o < c/a thi chay cang nhanh
cling sé hitng cang it muva...”

“Cau biét néi tiéng ngudi khong ha? Y cau l1a chay thi hitng mwa it hon di b, ding chwa?”
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Tran Twdc gat dau, dwong nhu con dinh néi thém nhung t6i cat ngang, “Vay cau c noi
ludn cau do la dwoc roi.”

Puong lic t6i quyét dinh buong xudi thi thay dang xa c6 &nh dén nhang Ién, dinh than nhin
ki lai, qua nhién 1a mot chiéc 6 t6 dang chay dén. T6i va Tran Tuwdc voi lao ra long duong,
huo tay lia lia. Nguai 1ai xe dwong nhv ciing dé y thay chung t6i, bat dau giam tdc, réi dirng
lai ngay bén canh. By gio t6i m@i nhin ki, 1a mot chiéc Toyota Camry.

Kinh xe ha xudng, trdc mat bon t6i la mot ngwdi dan 6ng trung nién deo kinh, toc hoa
ram.

“Xin 16i, xe ching t6i chét may, con dot nita, danh phai di bo. Xin hoi c6 thé cho ching t6i
di nhd mot quang khong?” T6i nai ni.

“Thé a...” Nguoi no thoang tram tw, hinh nhw dang suy tinh.

Gitra lic cha xe con do dy, Tran Twdc da ngang nhién mé cita ngoi vao trong, khong may
may ngai ngung. C6 thé twdng twong dwgc mat miii 6ng cht xe kho coi ra sao.

“Tran Twdc, cau... mau xuoéng di, ngwoi ta con chwa nhan 10i cho ching ta di nhd ma...”
T6i roi rit xin 16i chu xe.

“Pa tién duong con chung dich dén, cho qué giang mot quang c6 sao dau?” Tran Tuwdc cudi
hi hi dap.

“Cung chung dich dén?” T6i ngd ngang, “Xin héi, chang 1é anh ciing dén dinh thw V6 Chai
u?”

“Cac cau ciing thé a?” Chu xe rd rang con kinh ngac hon ca chiing t6i.

Thi ra cha chiéc Camry nay tén Pao Chan Khon, la mdt bac si chuyén khoa than kinh.
Ciing nhu ching t6i, 6ng ta nhan 16i C6 Duong tdi dinh thy V6 Chai diéu tra vu an Co
Vinh Huy. C6 Dwong hi vong bac si Dao c6 thé ly gidi hanh vi cia C6 Vinh Huy theo géc
do tam than hoc, vi nhw tai sao 0ng lai viét ra cau chuyén c6 tich hoang duong kia, trang
théi tinh than caa 6ng thé nao khi vu 4n xdy ra.

Bdy gio, Tran Tuwdc nhac thay tap truyén co tich dugc photocopy dat canh tay ong ta, cling
chinh la cau chuyén C6 Duwong dwa cho ching t6i xem, thi biét ngay ngudi nay cling dwoc
Co6 Duwong moi dén dinh thy V6 Chai. Nhung y kién ctia BDao Chan Khoén vé cau chuyén co
tich lai khong giong chiing tdi. Ong giai thich, “C6 1& nang luc nhan thitc cia C6 Vinh Huy
xuét hién tr& ngai, hon nita con thudc vé chitng tdm than phan liét dang c6 chap. Ong ta coi
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do twdng va vong tweng la hién thue, nén cau chuyén co tich nay co Ié ciling la sén pham
cua tri twong twogng ma thoi, khong cé gia tri tham khéo trong vu an kia dau. T6i con cho
rang ldc xdy ra vu an, rat c6 thé C6 Vinh Huy da dot nhién san sinh do gidc ma phat bénh,
vi 80% bénh nhan tdm than phan liét déu gay ra nhitng hanh dong mang tinh tan céng trong
trang thai hoang twéng.”

“Nhung anh ciing thita nhan rang, cau chuyén c6 tich kia c6 mot phan ndi dung la sy that
chi¥?” Tran Tudc van lai.

Pao Chan Khon cudi, “Du cé chang nita, néu cau mudn tim ra chi tiét d6 dé phan tich vu
an thi cling khé nhw mo kim day bé thoi. Diéu nay gan nhw khong c6 kha nang. Cau khong
thé xac dinh dugc diéu nao c6 ich, diéu nao vo ich. Hon nita, ching ta khong hé biét cau
chuyén c6 tich nay va tham kich dinh thy Vé Chai hai muoi nam trwdc cé quan hé gi? Co 1€
day chi la san pham tw tri twdng twgng cia C6 Vinh Huy ma thoi, trén géc do ngudi trong
nghe, t6i khuyén cac cau dirng qua cha trong no.”

Tran Twdc cling chang chiu 1ép vé, cwoi dap, “Bac si Dao, cach nhin ctia t6i va anh hoi
khac nhau, t6i lai cho rang cau chuyén c6 tich nay cé lién quan mat thiét dén vu an giét
nguwoi hai mwoi nam treedc day.”

Pao Chan Khon nhwéng may, “O? Sao cau lai nghi vay?”

Tran Twéc cam xap gidy in cau chuyén 1én, tré vao doan dau doc “‘Ngay xtra ngay xua, co
mot X1¥ s& tén la Obsidian...” Bac si Dao a, am hiéu r6 rang thé nay, 1&é nao anh khong nhan
ra?”

“Cai gi ca?”
“X1& s¢ Obsidian ay.”
“Xin 16i, t6i khong hiéu y cau...”

btng n6i Bao Chan Khon, ngay ca t6i cting chang hiéu dau cua tai nheo gi sat. Khong biét
Tran Twdc cé y gi.

Chi thay cau ta cwdi cudi giai thich, “Obsidian chinh Ia tén tiéng Anh cta da vé chai”. Co
Vinh Huy ngay mé& dau da viét ra cau nay, am chi can nguyén ctia moi chuyén déu bat
nguon ti dinh thy Vé Chai. Cau chuyén c6 tich cé 1€ chinh la manh méi cu6i cing ma Co
Vinh Huy, ngudi duy nhat con song soét trong vu tham an hai muwoi nam trede dé lai trén thé
gigi nay.”
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[2] Dd vé chai la mdt dang thily tinh niii liva tw nhién duoc tao ra & dang da mdcma phun trao, c6 mau luc sGm dén den.

Muwa ngé6t dan, tir ao ao nhw trut nwdc trd thanh lat phat, anh mat trdi chénh chéch, ngoai
ctra xe la hoang hon ménh mang. T6i ha kinh xe, dé khong khi dwgm mui bun dat ngai ngai
cung hvong thom thanh mat ctia cé cay tia vao khoang miii, tham thia tan rudt gan.

Cau tra 16i Tran Tuwdc dua ra hét sirc ro rang. Manh moi con rai rac trong ca cau chuyén
nhung ching téi chwa hé nghi dén. Con bao nhiéu tinh tiét nita chwa dwgc khai quat? Toi
khong biét, ngay Tran Twdc cling mdi chi pha gidi dwgc mot phan nho trong d6 ma thai.
Cau ta n6i nhat dinh phai dén tan hién treong dé phuc dung lai toan bo vu an nam do.

Troi t6i dan. Xe chung t6i bang qua con dudng mon gap ghénh x6c ndy, cudi cung ciing
trong thay mot ngoi nha nam khuat trong ritng sau. Canh cong sat @ vieon hoa khong khoa,
toi xuong xe mé cira dé chiéc Toyota chay vao vuwon. Ngay giita vieon hoa chinh 1a kién
truc ki di do Jacob Elias Sassoon ngudi Do Thai xay dung. Dinh thy Vo6 Chai.

Trir tiéng chim hot, ti€éng con trung kéu ra rich bén tai, xung quanh tinh lang dén dang sg.
Pao Chan Khon do xe trong vieon hoa, ngay phia trirdc dinh thy r6i cung Tran Tudc budc
1én thém bam chu6ng. Than hinh 6ng ta cao gay, con cao hon Tran Twéc nita céi dau, nhin
t xa ct 1éu nghéu nhw cay sao.

Bay gio t6i mdi c6 thoi gian ngam nghia bé ngoai dinh thy. Pung nhu céi tén Vé Chai, toa
dinh thy ndy den tuyén, mang dam phong cach c6 dién chau Au, ctta s6 déng chit ciing
mau den, khong thé nhin vao trong. Khong dén mitc rong ménh mong nhung ciing khong
nho, c6 1é vi mau twdng ma ca toa nha toat 1én vé ngot ngat khon ta. Dinh thy cé tong cong
ba tang, gac mai trong nhw dinh thap canh trong lau dai dé vé binh tuan tra canh gitt. Xét
tong thé thi toa nha nay khong thé coi la dep, nhung lai c6 nét doc dao riéng; ai wa thich
nhitng cau chuyén vé ma ca rong & chau Au thoi Trung c6 hay nhitng nha quy tdc theo
phong cach Gothic chac han sé hitng thia véi dinh thy nay.

Gitta vueon hoa c6 mot dai phun nuwéc, gan do la may chiéc 6 t6, xem ra da c6 kha nhiéu
nguoi dén day.

Canh cwra ti t* m& rong cung tiéng ken ket ndng né, don ching t6i 1a mot nguwdi dan ong
ding tudi vGi ngoai hinh quai di khién t6i nghi ngay dén Quasimodo & Nha thd Pic Ba.
Ong ta chi cao trén dugi 1m60, ditng cti gim, chia cai dau troc 16c vé phia khach roi bét
dau sam soi chung toi tir dwdi 1én trén mot lwgt bang anh mat vo cung dang sg va nét mat
c6 vé citng do, khién t6i sén ca da ga. Trai lai, Tran Twdc c6 vé kha thodi mai, 1én tiéng dau
tién, “Co Dwong maoi chiing chéu téi, xin hoi cau ta c6 nha khong?”
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“Ra la khach ctia cdu chu, moi vao mai vao, queo & chd nay. T6i la quan gia & day, cit goi
chu Sai la dugc. Nhitng ngwoi khac tdi ca roi, dang & trong phong an chuan bi dung bita.”

Chd Sai nhanh mom ra cudi, té y von va song lai cang xau xi tgn.

Budc qua ctra, ching t6i trong thay kha nhiéu nguoi dang quay quan quanh ban phong an.
Thay chuing t6i budc vao, C6 Dwong bén ding day tién t6i bat tay titng ngwdi mot. Hom
nay cau ta mac com lé, trong vo cung tuan td, con c6 vé quyén quy cao sang. Von di nguoi
da dep lai thém an mdc chai chudt, rat ra dang cong t nha giau.

“May ma hai nguwdi dén noi an toan, khong xay ra chuyén gi. To6i goi dién thoai khong dwgc
dang lo sét v day. Oi, Tran Tuéc, sao quan 4o cac cau w6t siing thé kia?” C6 Dwong thic
mac liéc quan 4o trén nguoi ching toi.

“Ach xi...” T6i khong kim dugc tiéng hét hoi, “Xe chét mdy, hai thing danh phai doi mwa
ma di. May ma gdp dugc bac si Pao day, néu khong c6 1€ gio nay ciling chwa tdi.”

Co6 Duong lo lang, “Thé thi mau di tdm kéo cam lanh. Chi tai t6i khong chu déao, dang 1€
phai cho tai xé di don cac cdu méi ding. Loi & t6i ca. Cha Sai nay, phién chu dwa ho 1én
tang trén, tién thé tim luon hai bo do cho ho thay.” Chu Sai gat dau. Tran Twdéc xua tay cwoi
noi, “Khach sdo cai gi. Han Tan, ching ta di tam tredc da.” N6i doan bén theo chd Sai 1én
lau, t6i cling voi va di theo.

Trwdc mat toi la chiéu nghi thénh thang va cau thang xodn 6c¢ dan tir tang 1 1én tang 3. Tay
vin mau nau uén lwgn, bén duédi la nhitng con tién bang sat den, cham tré hinh thu phic
tap. Hai bén lan can tang 2 dat hai bo giap hiép si tir thoi Trung o, tay cam gido dai. Thw
vii khi d6 duwgce ché tac theo mau ma vii khi Pitc va La Ma 6, nhung cling c6 nhitng cai
tién nhat dinh. B6 giap nhw mét vi than bdo ho ditng strng sitng, nhin qua da thdy uy phong
lam liét, khéi phai ban dén phong d6 hao huing cua nhitng nguwdi khoac chiing xong pha sa
treong nam xua.

T6i va Tran Tuwdc theo chu Sai 1én 1au, moi ngwoi duge dan téi mét phong riéng. Phong hai
ching t6i & bén phai cau thang, sat vach nhau. Chua Sai néi trong tu quan do c6 do kho dé
thay. Truwéc Iic di khéi, chd con quay lai nhin chiing t6i, héi bang giong hét sttc ki di, “Cau
Han c6 sg ma khong?”

T6i bong c6 linh cam chang lanh, voi gang, “Sao chi lai hdi chau nhw thé, 1€ nao...”

Anh mat chu Sai cé phan tranh né, “Luc cau chu mai cac vi, han da ké rdo moi chuyén xay
ra & ng6i nha nay hai muwoi nam trudc roi, ding khong? To6i chi mudn nhac nhé cau Han,
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can phong nay tirng c¢6 ngudi chét. DT nhién néu cdu khong ngai thi t6t.” Dt 101, chi hing
hang ho may tiéng.

V@i nhitng chuyén ma qudi, xwa nay t6i luén tuan 1oi Khong T, kinh can tranh xa. Tuy
khong qua tin vao ma quy nhung t6i cling khong phai ké khang khang theo thuyét vo than.
Nghiém tic ma noi thi t6i theo thuyét bat kha tri. Nhung néu bdo toi ¢ trong mot gian
phong tirng cé ngudi chét, hon nita lai 1a chét bat dac ki tw thi t6i tuyét doi khong dam.

“Cé thé... phién chu... doi cho chdu mdt phong...” To6i ap ing mai mdi thé thot hoi.

“Khong can doi, t6i ¢ phong phia trong cho.” Khong dé chu Sai kip dap, Tran Tuwéc da
cuwép 1oi.

“Lau nay chu van lam quan gia ¢ day u?” T6i to mo hoi.
“Khong, toi cling mdi tdi thoi.”
((6.’)

“Pugc 1oi, toi khong quay ray hai cau nita. Tam tdp xong, mdi hai cau xudng lau dung
com.” No6i doan, chti Sai khom ngudi chao ching téi ré6i quay lung di xudng. Loi 1€ ci chi
cta chu khién t6i chgt thdy thién cam hon han, cang ltic cang hoi han vi ban dau da miéu ta
chi nhv vay. Bung la khong thé trong mat ma bat hinh dong.

Budc vao phong, t6i khong khoi xuyt xoa. Gian phong theo 16i Au, tuy khong xa hoa long
lay nhuwng van tao nha vo cung, trong vé co dién toat 1én khi chit quy tdc hao hoa. Giita
phong dat mot chiéc giwong doi, dau va hai bén mép giwong déu cham tr6 hoa van trang
nha, tredc ctra so treo tam rém budng dai cham dat. Néu nhin ki chat liéu va hoa van, c6 thé
nhan ra tdm rém nay dwgc lam thd cong. Dén chum pha 1€, dong ho dé ban gia c6 va tranh
son dau trén twong khién can phong sinh dong hin 1én. O day, ca tinh than va thé x4c déu
v6 cung thodi mai, cdm giac nay, du ¢ khach san cao cdp dén dau ciing khong c6 duoc.

T6i vao phong tam cdi phang bd do wét sting dang dinh bét vao ngwoi, md voi dé nudc
chay vao bon. Bgi nuwdc day, toi nhing tay thit, thay vira di nong mdi budc vao, bat dau tan
huwéng. Cam gidc ngdm minh trong nwdc nong that tuyét. Nham mat lai, twdng twgng minh
dang tr6i theo dong chay dm &p, ting 16 chan 16ng déu nd ra, tha sitc tdn hwdng sy thw
gian... Con gi sung swdng hon nita chi¥? T6i mé mét chim sau vao bon tam.

C6 Dwong chu dao chuan bi cho ching t6i kha nhiéu quan ao, tir quan 4o mac ngoai dén do
16t déu dua ca. Tam xong, toi chon mdt chiéc so mi ké do trang va mot chiéc quan nhung
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tam mau xam, hoi hd xuéng lau. Tran Twdc da ngdi bén ban an, cudi n6i rom ra véi ca dam
nguoi ty bao gio.

“Han Tdn, anh Ié mé qua day.” Cau ta vay tay vdi toi.
“Chao cau Han.”

Budc dén bat tay t6i dau tién 1a mot ngwdi dan 6ng trung nién, cao chitng 1m60, mac 4o
duoi tom den, deo gang tay trang. Than hinh 6ng ta thap bé, téc chai nguwgc ra sau bong 10n,
dé hai hang ria mép cong tén. Cach an van nay khién t6i bat giac nhé dén Salvador Dali”.
Ong ta lich thiép ty gidi thiéu, “T6i tén Chu Kién Binh, cau cé thé goi toi 1a Andy, tuy
thich. T6i la...” Néi t6i day, Chu Kién Binh bong ngirng lai, 1at tay phai mot cai, da thay
cam mot ly rwgu vang. Bay gid dng ta mdi tw dic néi tiép, “Miani ving Friuli phia Bic Y,
hi vong cau thich.” Sau cung dwva ly rugu cho toi.

[3] Hoa si nguoi Tay Ban Nha.

“Anh la do thuat gia w?” T6i don lay ly rwgu, ngira ¢6 uéng can. Téi von mu tit vé rugu
vang, cling chang hiéu Miani la cai gi, tom lai c coi nhu bia la dugc.

Co Duong di dén bén canh gidi thiéu véi t6i, “Tiéu Han, anh Chu day la nhan vat cé tiéng
tdm, quan quan cudc thi Ao thut quéc t& can canh FISM ddy. Ngay ca Topas® clia Diic
cling hét 10i ca nggi anh ay. May nam nay, anh Chu dinh cv & nwdc ngoai, khong lwu dién
toan thé gidi thi chi dong cira nghién citu do thuat, khé khan lam t6i méi mai dugce anh ay
vé nudc day.

[4] Ao thudt gia néi tiéng Tay Ban Nha, titng luwu dién vong quanh thé gidi.

“Pau c6 dau cb, cau Duwong goi mot cau thi du t6i c6 & tan mat trang cling phai bay vé ay
chi, diing khong nao?” N6i r6i Chu Kién Binh pha 1én cuoi.

Chang hiéu sao, t0i thdy ac cdm vdi tay do thuat gia lin xun nay, c6 1€ trén doi thye sy cé
thit goi la ghét tir cai nhin dau tién, nén chi am W qua quyt réi quay dau di, chot tréng thay
mot nguwdi phu nit xinh dep ng6i ngay ngén trén ghé gat dau véi minh. T6i bén rdi ché Chu
Kién Binh, di vé phia chi ta.

Nguwoi phu nit ding day, dang ngudi cao rao, phai dén 1m70, van mot chiéc 4o khong tay
bang lua trang di kém chan vay den va giay cao got, trong trang nha vo cung, ti* ngudi téda
ra hwong nwéc hoa thoang thoang. Chi mim cudi chia tay, “T6i tén Vwong Phuong, han
hanh dwoc biét cau.”
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Vwong Phuong tréong con xuan sac, nhung c¢6 va khée mat da thap thodng nép nhan, phai
dung phan pha che di. Nhin gan t6i doan chac chi ta cling trén dwdi bon muoi roi. Ngan ay
tu6i ma van gilt dugc vé ngoai thé nay, du thay thoi tré xinh dep dén nhuwong nao.

“Chi Vuong day la giao su Pai hoc Cong an nhan dan. Cong tac trong linh vic tam 1y hoc
toi pham nhiéu nam tr lau, chi Vwong da ditng vao hang chuyén gia hang nhat nhi trong
nuwdc, titng xuat ban nhiéu chuyén khao vé linh virc tam 1y toi pham. Hon nita theo t6i thay,
chi dy chac chan la ni¥ canh st dep nhat Trung Qudc.” Trong lic t6i bat tay Vuong
Phuwong, C6 Duong da chay ngay dén bén canh, tiép tuc dong tron vai cht nha.

Nhin quanh dai sanh, chi con 6ng gia dang thao luan hang say véi Tran Twdc kia la chua
dwgc gidi thiéu. Pau téc bac pho, cdp kinh gong kim loai ti 1én séng miii, 6ng dang lac dau
quay qudy, xem chirng khong dong tinh véi cau ta. Toi tién lai chi dong chao héi. Song
ong gia chi ngang lén liéc t6i roi chau may gat dau lay 1€, c6 vé khong muon nhiéu 161, lai
quay sang tiép tuc ban ludn vdi Tran Twdc vé mdy thudt ngit khoa hoc tw nhién ma toi
chang hiéu gi hét. Théi do cua 6ng khién t6i kh6 x, may ma Vwong Phwong budc dén giai
thich, “Thay ay la vay dé, cau tiép xtic nhiéu sé hiéu, bung da chang c6 gi dau. Thay tén la
Trinh Hoc Hong, nguyén giang vién khoa Ki thudt Nang lwgng Pai hoc Chiét Giang,
chuyén nghién cttu nhiét ki thuat. Ban ndy cau chwa xudng, cau Tran c6 nhac tGi cudén Nhiét
hoc cao cdp cua thay, bay té cach nhin vé mdt s6 quan diém trong dé. Thé 1a hai nguwdi ho
bt dong y kién, ha ha, nhitng ngwoi theo khoa hoc ty nhién thich tranh ludn lam.”

T6i ngoi xuodng. Pa da khach, cha Sai bat dau bung do an néng hoi 1én. Téi va Pao Chan
Khon doéi ra rudt, lap tic gap lay gap dé. Chi c6 Tran Tudc thd o nhw khong nhin thdy thite
an bay trudc mdt, van mé mai tranh luan véi gido su Trinh.

Ao thuat gia, nha tdm 1y hoc tdi pham, bac si tam than, nha vat 1y, nha todn hoc... Tdi thdy
phuc C6 Dwong sat dat. Tat ca nhitng nhan tai cau ta moi dén day déu dya trén nhu cau
thyc té. Canh sat da phai bé tay tredc vu an hai muoi nam tridc, nén gio chi con cach dya
vao céc chuyén gia dé vén duwgc tdim man bi mat. Vi nhw 4o thuat gia sé lo pha giai viéc Co
Vinh Huy bién mat trong phong kin; nha tdm 1y hoc t6i pham c6 thé phéan tich tdm ly hung
tha ldc ay; bac si tam than giai thich rd nguyén do thai do khac thuwong ctia Co Vinh Huy;
nha vat 1y hoc nghién cttu tai sao C6 Vinh Huy chi trong nam phut da c6 thé chay dén mot
noi cach dé 5 km ma khong hé st dung bat cit phwong tién giao thong nao. Con Tran Tudc,
c6 1é 1a quén bai cu6i cung cia C6 Dwong. Nhitng nhan vat lirng 1ay kia c6 thé sé dau hang
tredc vu an pha bui bay nhiéu nam, nhwng Tran Twéc may ra thi khong.

Chung t6i an xong, C6 Dwong bao chi Sai thu don béat dia, r6i mdi tit ca sang phong
khach.
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Moi ngudi hiéu y, déu yén lang chd nghe.

“Luc nay day, toi thyc khong biét phdi no6i gi dé cam ta quy vi.” Giong C6 Dwong hoi
nghen ngao, “C¢ ¢ tat ca déu biét, trong ngdi nha nay, hai muwoi nam tredc da xdy ra mot
vu giét ngudi hang loat. Cac chitng c¥ déu nham vao cha t6i, Co6 Vinh Huy. Dv luan cho
rang 6ng la ké sat nhan tang tan lwong tam, ltra mot ddm ngwdi vo toi vao dinh thy Vo
Chai, ndp trong bong toi rinh rap ho, thwdng thitc sy kinh hoang ctia ho, r6i lan lwgt sat hai
tirng ngwoi. Du vu an nay c6 nhiéu diém nghi van, nhung canh sat khéng cach nao pha
duoc... Khong, khong phéi khong cé cach, ma la ho khéng mudn. Ngay khi xdng vao dinh
thy, ho da nhan dinh cha t6i 1a hung tha giét ngwdi réi. Nhung t6i khong cam long, toi biét
ong khong phai ngudi nhu thé, cling khong c6 1y do 1am thé. An giét ngudi thi phai diéu tra
ca dong co nita chi? Bong co ¢ dau?”

N6i dén day, C6 Duwong cam phan vung tay 1én, roi nhue y thitc dwgc minh qué khich, cu ta
diu giong xin 16i, sau do6 tiép tuc, “Theo phia canh sét thi cha t6i da roi vao trang thai than
kinh bét 6n, khé tranh khoi nhitng hanh vi dién cuong. Song t6i khong cho la vay, t6i nghi
ong ciling la mdt trong nhitng ngwdi bi hai. Trong dém xay ra vu an, tuyét 16n can 16i, néu
nita dém ong tron khaéi dinh thy Vé Chai thi sé chét cong gilta dwong. Thé nén, ban than
noi nay chinh la mét phong kin khong 16. Nam 1994, trong cai dém khing khiép ay, khong
mot ai tron ra duwgc. Hung tha da chon chién thuat don ép tam ly, lam cha to6i phat dién. Toi
tin day la sy that, nén bang moi gid madi quy vi dén dinh thy Vo6 Chai, gitip t6i diéu tra vu
an hai muoi nam trwdc. Cac vi déu la nhan tai, 1a chuyén gia trong linh viec cia minh, t6i
tin rang mot khi dong long hgp sitc, nhat dinh sé pha dwgc vu an nay, rita sach oan khuat
cho cha t6i, dé 6ng dugc ngdm cwdi noi chin sudi.”

“Cau Duong, yén tam di, t6i sé doc hét sitc gitip cau.” Chu Kién Binh ditng day dau tién.

Vuong Phurong ng6i trén sofa, c6 vé do dy, nhung sau mot hoi dau tranh tw twdng cling 1én
tiéng, “Cau Dwong, cho toi dong gép mdot cau nhé, hi vong cau binh tinh. T6i ciing coi nhw
c6 chat kién thitc nghé nghiép, cho du chu yéu chi nghién ciu tai liéu va cac ho so vu an,
nhung theo kinh nghiém cta t6i, kha nang pha dwgc nhitng vu an thé nay khé thap, huéng
ho lai qua bay nhiéu nam nhuw thé, cau dirng néng rudt. Chung t6i phai ban bac thao luan ki
cang xem thé nao da, néu co tién trién thi tot, nhuwng néu khong tim dwgc ching ¢t quan
trong nao, thi t6i mong rang cau c6 thé nhin nhan vu viéc mot cach nhe nhang hon. Du sao
cdu cling c6 cudc song cua riéng minh, cha cau hdn khéng mudn cau séng ca doi vGi noi
am anh vi 6ng ay.”

Vuwong Phurong ndi rat uyén chuyén, nhing moi nguwdi déu nghe ra y & trong do.

Co6 Duong khong dap, ma dgi nguoi tiép theo 1én tiéng.
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“T6i dong y v6i c6 Vwong, tria mai ching toi sé thao luan vé vu an nay. Tiéu Dwong, cau
lay hét tw liéu minh c6 ra day, chiing t6i sé cung ban bac, van dung tri tué tap thé xem sao.
Nhuwng van phai néi trude, cau ding hi vong nhat dinh sé pha duwgce. Ching t6i du gi cling
khong phai Sherlock Holmes, chi c¢6 thé cung cdp cho cdu mét vai suy doan trén goc do
nguwoi trong nghé thoi.”

Nguwoi néi la Pao Chan Khon, ong ta lién tuc dung khan gidy lau tran, rd rang hoi cang
thang.

Lan nay, C6 Duong hinh nhw hoi dao dong, siét chat nam tay lai, khong muon chap nhan sy
that. Cau ta moi tat cad nhitng nguwoi nay dén la dé tap trung toan lyc pha an. Néu ngay ca
bon ho ciing bé tay thi thit héi trén doi con ai c6 thé 1at lai ban an cho cha cau nita day?

Trinh Hoc Hong ditng day, di dén bén C6 Duwong, nghiém trang néi “Trén doi cé nhiéu
chuyén khong thé mién cwdng dugc. Lic nhan 161 mai cta cau, t6i khong ngo lai la vu an
phttc tap nay. Cau n6i muén nho t6i giai thich mot hién twong vat ly, toi cling chi nhin nhan
bang khoa hoc ma théi. Téi ca doi day hoc, khong ranh chuyén phé 4n. C6 Dwong a, trong
chiing t6i, ngwdi am hiéu chuyén nay nhat la ¢c6 Vwong, téi khuyén cau nén nghe 10i c6 ay.
Chung t6i sé thao luan, nhung c6 pha an dugc khong thi khong dam chac, cau ciing dirng
qua cd chdp nita. To6i nghién citu vat ly, néi chuyén gi ciing phdi cé can c, khong thé hita
btra duwgc. Khong rd kha nang pha an cao hay thap, nhung hi vong xem ra mong manh.”

Gido su Trinh voc nguwdi cao 16n, budc di con lac lw nhw mot con gau. Ping canh thay,
trong Co6 Dwong bong vo cling gay go.

Toan thay ban lui, C6 Dwong xep xudng nhuw bong béng xi hoi, thd dai, “Néu cac vi déu noi

»

vay...
“Vu nay c6 thé pha dugc.” Tran Tudc thinh linh 1én tiéng.

Cau noi hét nhw mot miii thudc trg tim cho tat ca, ai ndy dé6 don mat vao Tran Twdc. Trong
do, vui nhat dwong nhién la C6 Duong.

“Cau khong dua ddy chit?” T6i héi Tran Tudc.
“Trong t6i giong dang dua lam a?” Tran Twdc tra 101 day tu tin.

Chang ro c6 phai vi nhiét do diéu hoa dé qua thap hay khong ma gitta mua he, bong dung
toi lai thay én lanh.
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T6i rut c6 quay madt di, mat tinh c@ dirng & Pao Chan Khon. Ban tay 6ng ta mdi roi con ban
biu 1én xudéng lau mo6 hoi gid nam sitng giita khong khi. Nhung kinh ngac trude tuyén bo
cda Tran Tuwéc dau chi c6 minh bac st Pao? Dam khang dinh c6 thé pha an trong khi chang
c6 mdy may manh mdi, phai la ké ty tin dén nhwong nao? Co ndi la ty phu cling chang
ngoa.

“Cac anh chi bao khong c6 manh moi, nhwng t6i lai khong thay vay.” Cau ta cam cudn s6
cta C6 Vinh Huy lén, “Trong vién tam than, C6 Vinh Huy da tranh thu viét ra mét truyén
c0 tich, chdc hdan moi nguwoi & day déu da doc qua. Tuy c6 vé hoang dwong nhung né van la
mot cau chuyén hoan chinh. Du than tri C6 Vinh Huy dang bat 6n khi viét truyén nay,
nhung nhitng an twgng ngay trudc khoanh khac bi thuwong ton da khac sau vao tam tri ong
ady. Ciing c6 nghia la, chia khéa dé pha vu an giét nguwdi hang loat tai dinh thy Vo Chai hai
muoi nam tredc nam ngay trong truyén. Gio chiing ta chi viéc loc ra xem cai nao la manh
moi can thiét, cai nao khong, roi tong hgp nhitng chi tiét co ich lai. Suy luan trén co sé do
sé tim dugc dap an chinh xac.”

Trinh Hoc Hong bac bd, “Néu cau chuyén nay qua that chita dung manh méi hitu ich nhw
cau noi, theo ly thuyét thi di nhién c6 thé pha an. Nhung tridec hét, trong cudn s6 nay phai
thuc sy c6 manh moi cai da. Tiéu Dwong a, thit cho t6i néi thang, ltc viét truyén, cha cau
da r6i loan tam than roi, huong hé du c6 manh moi that, lam sao chiing ta phan biét dwoc
cdi nao hitu ich, cai nao tung héa mu? Cau Tran, t6i khong mudn da kich cau, nhung hé
phuong trinh nay khong thé gidi dugc.”

“Khong thé giai a? Khong tim dugc trong cac so thye thi tim ¢ s6 o di.” Tran Twdc khong
chiu 1ép vé, phan tng ngay.

Thay khong khi c6 phan cang thang, C6 Dwong bén 1én tiéng xoa diu, “Dugc roi, tai toi ca,
muon thé nay r6i con ban chuyén rac réi. Moi moi ngudi vé phong nghi ngoi da. Dé t6i bao
chu Sai dwa cac vi...”

Kinh coong!

Kinh coong!

Tiéng chudng ctta thinh linh vang 1én.

Cha Sai tw trong bép 1at dat chay ra m@ ctta. C6 Duwong dwdng nhu con ngac nhién hon ca
ching t6i, 1€ nao ngwdi dén la khach khong maoi? Qua nhién, loang thoang c6 tiéng chu Sai
mang mo, roi lai nghe tiéng quat, “Khong dwgc vao. Rt cudc anh la ai ha?” Sau do, co
tiéng nga huych.
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Tét ca voi theo C6 Duong chay ra cita xem tinh hinh.

Ditng ngay trudc ctra la mot nguwdi dan 6ng trung nién wét lwdt thudt, dau nhd, rau ria xom
xoam, than hinh khong cao lam chi khoang 1m75, nhwng voc dang chac nich. Chu Sai nam
lan dwdi dat, xem ra vira bi day nga. Ngwdi no ham ham nhin chiing t6i mét lwgt, sau lung
ong ta la canh ctra mé toang, bén ngoai van muwa nhu trat.

“Anh 1a ai? Sao lai dudng dot xong vao tw gia ngudi ta?” C6 Duwong chét van.
“Mau ctt hét cho tdi. Khong ai durge & lai noi nay.” Ong ta néi nhu ra 1énh.

“Pay la nha t6i, sao t6i phdi di? Nguwoi di la anh méi ding. Néu khong di, t6i bdo cadnh sét
day.”

“Nha? Pay ro rang la hién truong vu an. Cho nay ting c6 ngwoi chét, khong phai ché choi
dau. Con nita, cau doi bao canh sat a? Hai muoi cay s6 vudng quanh day nguwdi ¢ con hiém,
nodi gi dén don canh sat. Nhung néu cau ct khang khang mudn tim canh sat thi cling dugc
thoi. T6i la canh sat day.” No6i roi, ong ta rut thé canh sat tir tdi trong ra, huo huo treée mat
chung toi.

Nguwdoi nay la canh sat w? Sao canh sat lai dén day? Hinh nhu 6ng ta chi dén mot minh. Trén
thé canh sat dé tén Triéu Tha Nhan, chitc vu khong nhé, da lam dén cap doi trudng.

“T6i ra 1énh cho cac ngudi roi khdi day ngay l1ap tic, bang khong toi phai vo phép day.”
Triéu Tha Nhan té vé cwong quyeét.

“Canh sat thi sao? Co6 gioi thi danh t6i xem nao?” Chu Kién Binh san tGi tredc mat Triéu
Tha Nhan thach thiéc, “H6m nay ching t6i ¢t & day, khong di dau ca day, xem anh dinh
lam gi.”

Triéu Tha Nhan cau may, x6 Chu Kién Binh loang choang suyt nga. Nha ao thuat tic thi
gao l1én, “Canh sat danh ngudi. Canh sat danh ngwoi roi. T6i sé kién anh.”

Mac cho Chu Kién Binh gao thét, Triéu Tha Nhan sai buwdc dén tredc mat Co6 Duwong, quat
16n, “T6i biét cau la con trai C6 Vinh Huy, ciing biét cau mu6n lat lai ban an cho cha minh.
Nhung ngdi nha nay quai di, khong thé & lai dugce, cac nguwdi mau roi khoi day di. Pha an la
viéc cda canh sat, khong don gidn nhu cau twdng dau.”

“Phai, phd an la viéc cta canh sat. Viéc nay giao cho cac anh hai mwoi nam r6i day. Thé
nao roi? Cau tra 10i dau? Sao cac anh chwa tra xét ro dau dudi da cho rang cha toi la ké giét
nguoi? Chi vi trén xac chét cé van tay cta 6ng ay thoi u?”
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Bi C6 Dwong dop chat, Triéu Tha Nhan citng hong, chang biét doi dap ra sao.

“Q, d6i trwdng Triéu? Sao anh lai & day?” Vwong Phwong tit trong dam ngudi 16 ra nhin vi
khach khong moi.

“Gido st Vwong? Cau... cau nay toi phai hoi c6 magi ding.”
Xem ra Triéu Thu Nhan ciing hét sitc kinh ngac khi gap ngudi quen.

“Ké ra thi dai 1am, anh vao nha di da.” Vwong Phuong vay tay véi Triéu Tha Nhan, thay
ong ta van ditng yén tai cho bén budc han téi kéo vao. C6 Dwong voi nhac chu Sai khoa
ctra lai, khong cho bat ¢t ngudi la nao x6ng vao nita.

Thay Vuwong Phurong quen vién cadnh séat nay, téi yén tam han.

Thi ra, Triéu Thu Nhan va Vwong Phuong titng cong tac diéu tra vai vu an. La chuyén gia
hang dau Trung Quoc vé linh vuc tam 1y hoc tdi pham, Vwong Phuwong titng c6 van cho
Triéu Thu Nhan kha nhiéu, ddc biét trong linh vic khac hoa dong co va dién bién tam ly
pham t0i. Triéu Thu Nhan rat tin nhiém chi.

Kéo Triéu Thu Nhan vao nha roi, Vwong Phwong con moi dugce 6ng ta di thay quan 4o kho
r6i méi quay ve phong khach.

Haéi tai sao lai w6t sting nhw thé, Triéu Thu Nhan dap rang cadp dudi bao tin c6 ké xam nhap
vao dinh thy Vé Chai, 6ng ta bén lai xe chay thang dén day. Nao ng0 sap tdi noi thi can
phéi dinh, ching biét ké 4c 6n nao rai dinh day dudng nhw vay. Ong ta khong dem 6, danh
dau tran cudc bd nét quang con lai.

Nghe xong, Virong Phuong cling thuat lai dau dudi moi chuyén véi Triéu Thu Nhan. Ong
ta yén lang lang nghe roi rat trong ba 16 sau lwng ra mot tap tw liéu day cop va n6i mot cau
khién tat cad moi ngudi sitng so.

“Hai mwoi nam treedc, vao ngay mua dong nam 1994 4y, t6i la canh sat hinh sy dau tién
x06ng vao hién treong an mang & dinh thy Vé Chai, cling chinh t6i tdn mat chitng kién Co
Vinh Huy bién mat trong gian phong tang 3. T6i nghi, c6 1€ cad doi nay minh ciing khong
quén dugc cac sy kién ngay hom dé.”

“Hoba ra anh... la vién canh sat lic dy...” Dao Chan Khén day gong kinh, vé nghi hoac.

“Pung thé. Bay gio toi mdi vao nghé, nao ngd lan dau tién xuat quan da gap phai vu nay.
Tham thoat sap vé hwu, vu an dinh thy V6 Chai van vinh vién la béng den trong tam tri t6i.
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Bao nam nay t6i tim kiém manh moi & khap noi, diéu tra ki lwong nhan than cua tirng nan
nhan nhung van khong sao kham pha dwoc trong mdy ngay & dinh thy Vé Chai, ho da gap
phai chuyén gi...”

“Thé la dua roi.” Tran Twdc dot ngot 1én tiéng, “Vu nay sé pha duwge nhanh thoi.”
“Cau bao sao?”

“DP0i truang Triéu co tw liéu vé vu an qua chirng d6 nam, cho ching t6i day lai c6 cudn so
chép cau chuyén co tich cia Co6 Vinh Huy, két hgp ca hai, chac chan sé phuc dwng dugce sy
kién da xdy ra hai muwoi nam vé trede. Phuc duwng xong, chang phai pha an dé dang hon
sao? PBon gian nhuw lam phép cong vay.”

Triéu Tha Nhan tri'ng mat nhin Tran Twdc, “Tai liéu vé vu an nay, triv ¢6 Vwong, nhitng
nguoi khong lién quan déu khéng duwgc phép doc.”

Tran Twdc khéng phan bac ngay, chi cuwdi cwdi nhin 6ng ta.

Trinh Hoc Hong dwong nhu phéat chan véi vién canh sat nguyén tac citng nhac, ditng day di
thang lén gac vé phong, chang buon chao nita cau. Chu Kién Binh khinh khinh nhin Triéu
Tha Nhan chi dé tam tro chuyén véi Vuong Phuong. Dao Chan Khon khong néi khong
rang, tiép tuc mai miét lau mo hai.

“T6i mudn danh cudc véi anh.” Tran Twdc xen vao.
Triéu Tha Nhan buc boi dap 16i Tran Tudc, “Toi khéng c6 hitng danh cudc véi cau.”

“Anh thuat lai tat ca nhitng gi minh biét vé vu an di, trong vong ba ngay, toi sé cho anh biét
ai la hung thu.” Thai do caa Tran Twdc rat nghiém tic.

“Cau dién roi a?”

“Néu bé qua co hoi nay, c6 khi ca doi anh cling khong biét dwgc sy that dau. Lé nao anh
khong muon thir mét 1an?” Chirng nhw nam dwgc nhugce diém tam ly cda Triéu Tha Nhan,
Tran Twdc ra sic don ép, “Thuat lai vu an cho t6i nghe, anh c6 thiét thoi gi dau?”

“Luc Tran Twdc con hoc @ My ciing tirng lam c6 van cho canh sat New Jersey, diéu nay
anh c6 thé hoi gido sw Vwong Phwong.” Cé Duong bo sung.

Triéu Thu Nhan ntta tin nita ngd nhin sang Vwong Phuong. Chi ta cudi guwong gat dau.

“Thé nao?”
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Vé mat Trieu Tha Nhan danh lai nhw dang ddu tranh noi tam. Lat sau, chitng da buong
xu0i, ong t6 thai do duwgc an ca nga vé khong, hoi Tran Tuwdc, “Ba ngay a?”

Tran Twdc gat dau.

Triéu Tha Nhan thé dai, dap khé, “Thoi dugc...”

RO rang 0ng ta ciing cam thdy vu an nay hét sitc ki quai, néu khong dung phuwong phap dac
biét thi con lau m@i pha néi. Puwong nhién day chi la phéng doéan cta t6i ma théi. Con lic
ay, tai sao Triéu Thua Nhan lai tin twdng maot nha toan hoc la mat, e rang phai hoi chinh ban

than 6ng ta. Nhung néu ngay do6 chuing toi nghe theo 6ng, khan trewong rdi khéi dinh thy Vo
Chai, c6 1€ chang xdy ra nhitng chuyén dang tiéc vé sau.

Tiéc rang, trén doi khong c6 thude héi han. Thong minh nhw Tran Tuwdc, cling khong tién
liéu dugc chuyén twong lai.
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Chuong 3

A Study in Terror”
[1] Nghién citu khting khiép.
Triéu Tha Nhan ké:

Toi khong bao gio quén dugc ngay 19 thang Mwoi hai nam 1994. Tham chi, t6i con nhd
hém ay la thit Hai, ngay dau tién t6i dén nhan cong tac tai don canh sat sau khi to6t nghiép
DPai hoc Cong an nhan dan Trung Qudc. T6i lam viéc dwdi quyén doi treang Twr ¢ ddi hinh
sw. Sang hom ay, ching t6i nhan dwgc tin bao dinh thy Vé Chai xdy ra vu an giét nguoi
hang loat, mdi ching t6i dén hién treong ngay lap titc. Bong chi nhan tin dang muén héi
thém thi dau kia da ctip mdy, hon nita con khong truy duwgc nguon goc cu dién.

Thoat dau, chiing t6i cho la ai d6 dua 4c, nhwng nhan dugc tin bao cting khong thé lam ngo,
ben triéu tdp hon muwdi canh sat 1én duong. May hom trede troi do tuyét 16n, giao thong
kho khan, khodng cach lai xa, ching t6i mat rat nhiéu thdi gian méi bang qua duwgc con
duwong gap ghénh. Vi la lan dau xuat quan nén téi vo cung cang thang, c tham niém Phat
suot, chi mong khong xdy ra chuyén gi. Bay gio t6i mdi ngoai hai muwoi, con nhit nhét, s¢
gdp phai may vu giét nguwoi hang loat. Chang biét di mat bao lau, cudi cung ciing téi noi.

Ctra dinh thy ki di ng déng kin, ching t6i dap ctta hoi 1au ma khong thdy ai ra ma.

Anh T la ngudi dau tién thay la, bén phan cong mot nhom & bén ngoai tiép &ng, khong
cho bét ctt ai thoat ra, con mot nhém nita theo anh ay dot nhap ngoi nha. T6i ¢ nhom thiy
hai, theo anh Tt x6 ctta vao. Vira budc chan qua ngudng ctra, chiing to6i da ngtri thdy mui
nudc hoa nong nac, khong phan biét dwge hwong gi, giong nhu nhiéu loai nwdc hoa tron lan
v6i nhau vay. i tiép thi tinh canh da phan ciing giong nhw bao dai mo ta, t6i khong thuat
lai & day nita. Tém lai, t6i da trong thay Co6 Vinh Huy khoac ao choang tam loang 16 mau
chui vao gian phong kin ré6i bién mat, sau do6 lai xuat hién ngoai troi tuyét cach d6 5 km
nhw mot ki tich. Nhung truyén thong khong biét dugc tinh canh nhitng nan nhan khéc.

Thoi gian ti vong cda cac nan nhan khé xac dinh, nén tiép theo day, t6i chi thuat lai tinh
trang khi cac thi thé 1an lwgt dwgc tim ra ma thoi.

Dau tién la nit dién vién Lac Tiéu Linh, nguyén nhan chét la ngat thd co hoc, bi chét dudi.
Hién treong vu an la phong tam tang 2. Lac Tiéu Linh 1a ngudi duy nhat khong chét &
phong riéng. Phong tdm khong c6 bat it manh méi nao mang tinh goi mé. Ao choang tim
cta Lac Tiéu Linh da tu6t xudng dat trong lic vung vay, toan than c6 ta 16a 16, dwdi dat
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vung vai nao tdi do trang diém, nao kem hoa hong boi tay, dau goi tri gau, dau xa, sita
duong thé huong thao dugc, sita tam nha dam, kem danh rang bac ha, ban chai danh rang,
son mong tay, nwdc hoa hong... Tham chi con c6 ca déen pin, c6 1é c6 ta sg mat dién dot
ngat trong lic tdm nén maéi cam theo, tiéc rang khong co pin. Lac Tiéu Linh la nir dién vién
nén coi trong dung mao, di tam ma ciing dem theo bao nhiéu my pham nhw thé. Tat ca
nhitng thit nay déu la hang ngoai nhap, nhan toan ghi tiéng Pitc. Tt hién treong cho thdy,
c6 ta bi sat hai ngay sau khi tdm xong.

Nguwoi th hai 1a gido sw Chu Vi Thanh. Pau 6ng ta bi vat tu dap vao, chét vi xuat huyét
trong nao. Phong 0ng ta ngdn ngang bira bon, tat cd quan 4o va vat dung hang ngay cda
Chu Vi Thanh déu bi hung tha vitt btra bdi. Ban than 6ng ta cdi tran, van quan ngi nam
dudi dat. Ngay tir dau t6i da dé y thay ong ta khong mac o, cudi cung tim thay nhiéu quan
do ong ta dem theo trong mdy giat & buong tam, nhung do ngu lai bi viit gitta sanh tang 1,
van chua dwgc giat. Tai sao chiing t6i biét dwgc chiéc do ngt d6 la ctia 6ng ta dy ha? Vi
Chu Vi Thanh Iu6n théu tén minh 1én quan do. Théi quen ki cuc nay thyc hiém thdy, cé
diéu hoi nho toi tirng gap nhiéu nguwdi c6 hu lam thé. Tién day ké ludn, phong cia Chu Vi
Thanh va Lac Tiéu Linh déu khong nam & nha chinh ma nam & nha phu cda dinh thy Vo
Chai. Tt nha chinh di dén nha phu phai qua mét hanh lang goi 1a “hanh lang ngoan canh”,
di cham thi mat chirng ba phiit. A phai, c6 1& chuyén nay khong lién quan t6i vu 4n, toi chi
thuan miéng ké vay théi. C6 nhiéu 16i don thoi vé théi hu tat xau cia Chu Vi Thanh, trong
s0 do, c6 ngudi ndi gidi tinh cua ong ta khac ngudi. Diéu nay do mot nam sinh tiét 10 vdi
toi khi t6i t6i treong dai hoc dé diéu tra. Cau ta ké rang 6ng Chu da qudy réi mot s6 nam
sinh khién ho kho chiu. Con mot phét nita la lam gia luan van, hon nita, 1a gido sw van hoc
ma Chu Vi Thanh khong biét dén ca tiéng Anh so cap, chuyén nay 16 ra khién du luan &
trrong xo6n xao ca lén. Khong cé Itta lam sao cé khoi, sau khi nha treong diéu tra ndi bo,
hinh nhuw ding la c6 chuyén dé nén Chu Vi Thanh suyt bi cach chitc. Bing lic ay, ong ta
nhan dwgc 16i moi cia C6 Vinh Huy. Oi chao, gio thay gido gia hiéu cang liic cang déng.
Nhung én mang la viéc quan trong, nhitng vu bé boi trwdc day chiing ta cling khong nén
binh pham nhiéu.

Nguwoi chét thit ba duge phét hién la dao dién tré Ha Nguyén & tang 2. Anh ta chét do ton
thuwong co hoc, trén ngwoi c6 nhiéu vét thiwong do vat sac nhon gay ra, nguyén nhan truc
tiép dan tdi cai chét la n6i tang bi v& gay xuat huyét 6 bung, tinh trang khi chét rat thé
thdm. Vi than hinh anh ta béo phi, ndng dén hon mot tram can nén lwgng mau chdy ra
nhiéu. Kich ban, bat Itta, coc to viit lung tung quanh thi thé, diéu thuéc Camel trong miéng
chwva kip cham, hai ham rang can chat dét thudc. Cai xac cach ban giady mot quang. Coc lan
16c duéi dat, ca phé trong coc chay thanh dong qua khe ctra ra ngoai, vét ca phé van con mo
mo& dwdi san. Dién thoai ban dat trén tu dau giwong da bi cat day, ong nghe budng thong
xubng long thong. A phai, liic bdy gi¥, tat ca day dién thoai ¢ dinh thy Vé Chai déu da bi
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cat dit, nhung 6ng nghe van gac trén may. Kich ban Ha Nguyén dang xem la tir bd phim
sap bdm mdy cua anh ta, dé tai hinh sy, tén la Chuong cudi téi dc, ké vé mot sinh vién gitp
dd canh sat pha an. Ha Nguyén hing tha véi dé tai nay vi Trung Qudc it phim trinh tham,
néu lam dwgc mot phim chat lvgng, anh ta sé buwdc 1én dinh cao méi trong sy nghiép, can
bang dugc cd hai mdt doanh thu va nghé thuat. Gian phong Ha Nguyén chét la mot dang
“phong kin”, khong c6 ctra s, cit nhw hdm ngam vdy. Pao dién hin phai c6 mau nghé si,
anh ta chon & phong nay ciing chang c6 gi la.

Nguwoi thi tw 1a bac sT Lru Quoc Quyeén. Gian phong cta 6ng ta khé la lung, chiing t6i xong
vao thi dwéi dat diy manh kinh v&. Tu kinh trong phong déu bi dap tan tanh, nwdc hoa va
binh hoa trong ta ciing bi hat d6. Chwa hét, & cac phong khac cling c6 manh v& chai nuwéc
hoa, doc ba tang dinh thy V6 Chai déu c6 manh chai lo v&. Mui hwong nong nac ma ching
toi ngi thay ldc pha ctra xong vao han la toa ra tir nhitng binh nwéc hoa nay. Gian phong
von la caa ba Phwong Tué vg 6ng C6 Vinh Huy, dung dé bay cac chai nwéc hoa swu tap
dwgc tir khap noi trén thé gidi, vé sau vi khong da phong cho khach nén tam treng dung dé
Luu Quoc Quyén &. Nhan day t6i ké luon, Ha Nguyén am hiéu vé nwdc hoa, tirng mé han
mot chuyén muc trén tap chi Mode, chuyén binh pham vé chung loai va pham cap cac loai
nwdc hoa Phap. Chiing t6i phat hién vai vat dung thuwong ngay trong tdi ctia Lwu Quoc
Quyén, ngoai ra con c6 nhiéu dé dung dé song sét noi hoang da, vi nhw dao gam Thuy Si,
do hop... Xem ra ong ta song thoi binh da lo thoi loan. Quan 0ng ta treo sau cita, trong tui
chi c6 mot chum chia khéa gan kém dén pin mini. Lwu Qudc Quyén chét do tring doc, két
qua kham nghiém cho thdy, 6ng ta da uong phai ca phé c6 chita kali xyanua gay ngirng ho
hdp. Céc ca phé c6 chat doc no van con mot nira, dat & dau giwvong ong ta. 0, con chuyén
nay nita, chang hiéu c6 tac dung gi khong nhung t6i thady van nén ké ra. Trong tdi cua Luwu
Quéc Quyén c6 mot tim anh gia dinh gom 6ng ta, vo va con gai. Oi, thyc dang tiéc. ..

Thi thé cudi cung la cta nha van nit Té Lgi. Nguyén nhan chét 1a ngat thd co hoc, nghi bi
chén ép duong thd dan tdi tir vong. Chac han hung thu da dung day thirng siét c6 c6 ay.
Trén tay nan nhan con thoang thoang mui hoa hong. Hién trwong la phong sach tang trét,
thi thé Té Loi dugc dat dwa vao sau ctra. La mot diéu 1a, gitta phong c6 hai gia sach, trong
do6 sach trén gia quay luwng vé phia Bac déu bi d& xudng, vit bira bai dudi san. Buwéc vao
hién treong c& nhw 16i xuéng bién sach vay. Hung thu da cat day dién thoai, 6ng nghe van
gac trén may. Phong sach c6 givong, trén do ching t6i thay witt rdi rac quan ao, gidy to ghi
chép va mot vai vat dung thuong ngay cua c6 ta. Hién treong rat ki quai, ngén ngang toan
sach it tir trén gia xudng, ngoai ra, bén tay thi thé c6 maét cay but bi xanh lam, song bi dau
ngdi da bién mat, chic 1a long ra khi bt 1in xudng dat. A phai roi, con mot cai dén pin
mini roi canh cay bit nhung chwa 1ap bong.
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Trén day la tinh hinh cac nan nhan khi ching t6i phat hién ra. That dang ti€c, vi troi qua
lanh, thoi diém ho tit vong lai gan nhau, thi thé con bi pha hoai nén phap y khong sao xac
dinh dugc thoi gian ti vong chuan xac, dong nghia vdi viéc khong thé xac dinh dugc trinh
ty hung thu giét ngudi. Co 1€, chi minh ké trong cudc 1a Cé Vinh Huy biét sy that ma thoi.

Tiép theo day, toi sé dé cap t6i nhitng diém la lung khac.

Thit nhét, phong ngta ctia C6 Vinh Huy bi ngwdi ta dung son do son khap bon mat twong.
T6i quan tam tdi chi tiét nay, nhwng nghi nat 6c cling khong ra ham y. Tai sao hung thu
phai phi cong son lai cd can phong thanh mau do, hon nita lai son da bon mat twong? Vé
sau toi lai nghi rang, c6 khi nao viéc nay khong phéi do hung tha gay ra? Vi sao han phai
lam nhw thé? Hay c6 ai khac trong dinh thy da lam? C& xem céch son thi biét, ngudi tién
hanh hdn dang v6i va, ¢6 hoan thanh trong thoi gian that ngan. Nhung véi ly do gi? Nghe
no6i hién gig, phong cia C6 Vinh Huy van gilt nguyén hién trang do 1om hai mwoi nam
tredc phai khong?

Thit hai, chac cac vi con nhé gian phong C6 Vinh Huy chui vao r6i bién mat trong lic bi
toi truy bat? Chinh la can phong trén tang 3, cung vi tri v4i phong sach & tang 1 d6. Luc
chiing t6i x6 ctra vao, trong phong chang c6 ai nhung ngoai nhitng ndi that co ban nhw
givong ti, con nhiéu do vit vieong vai trén san nha nhw béng rd, bAm moéng tay, khung anh,
quat dién mini, dai tir dién tiéng Hoa, son moi, lon Coca, tham 16ng cii, bang vé bang go,
bt chi... La lung nhat la con mot chiéc laptop Toshiba T4900CT, ti€c rang laptop bi nuéc
ngam nén 6 cing va bo mach chua déu héng, khong lay dugc tu liéu gi hitu ich. Ching t6i
khong ro chiéc laptop thudc vé ai, cang khong biét hung tht cé y gi khi viit n6 xudng dat.
Trong s6 do dac nay, khung anh tuy lam ttr thay tinh hitu co nhuwng phan mép da cé dau vét
mai mon; qua béng r6 xep 1ép chitng té da 1au khong ai s& dén; lon Coca thi rong; tdim tham
lam bang 16ng dé c6 kich thwdc chirtng 70x70 cm.

Thit ba, C6 Vinh Huy bi dan day chang dau goi, dirng ndi chay, ngay ca di lai cling gap kho
khan, chuyén nay béo dai titng dé cap dén. Néu khong phai ong ta dang trong trang thai
tinh than bat 6n, nhat dinh sé khong bao gio chay, ma du cé chay ciling khong thé chay
nhanh, cung lam la nhw ching ta rdo buwdc théi. Bay gio, ting c6 nhiéu chuyén gia nghi
ngo, cho rang t6i qua cang thang nén sinh ra do giac, chit trén doi lam gi c6 ai dot nhién
bién mat trong phong kin dwgc. Nhung t6i xin thé véi troi rang minh khéng néi doi nira
chit. Chinh mat t6i trong thay C6 Vinh Huy chay vao phong, sau dé khéa tréi cita. D€ giai
thich bi an nay, t6i da thir da moi cach, tham chi con tham van nhiéu nha ao thuat xem liéu
c6 thé dot ngot bién mat trong tinh canh ay hay khong. Tuy c6 da kiéu dap an, song déu
khong thé ap dung vao vu nay.
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Thi¢ tw, ching t6i da loai trir kha nang tdi pham tr bén ngoai 1én vao. Cé kha nang ké nao
d6 dot nhap vao dinh thy Vo Chai roi giét nguwdi cudp ciua khong? Trudce hét, tién cta van
con nguyén, dan piano roi vat dung trang tri dat tién cling khong may may siit mé, néu la
trom vat lén vao nha giau, khong ly nao lai khong lay mot dong. Quan trong nhat 1a, trén
nén tuyét, bon bé déu khong cé vét chan, cling khong c6 dau hiéu ai do6 roi di. Lé nao hung
thi moc canh bay mat u?

That ra, nhitng gi t6i biét co ban chi cé vay. Téat nhién bao nhiéu nam nay, t6i da di dén
nhiéu noi, tra rd hoan canh xudt than ctia nam bi hai va an oan tinh thu cia ho nhung khong
hé thdy diém chung, cling khong cé dau hiéu cung dac tdi vai ai ca. Toi khong biét phai bat
tay pha an tir dau nita. T6i hiéu viéc bat gitt C6 Vinh Huy va coi 6ng ta nhw hung thu la qua
tac trach, nhung ching t6i phai c6 cau tra 10i cho xa hoi. Co6 Duong, toi thay mat toan doi
ngli canh sat xin 16i cau, c6 diéu, t6i van bao lwu y kién cua minh, cac vi khong phéi canh
sat, khong thé ty y diéu tra thay canh sat dugc. Viéc do hét sitc nguy hiém. T6i van ludn lo
rang... hung thu sé quay lai ng6i nha xti quay nay lan nita.

Moi chuyén tréi qua hai mwoi nam roi, nhung téi luon linh cam tén sat nhan khat mau ay sé
trd vé. Noi thé nao nhi, day c6 thé goi la tryc gidc ctia canh sat hinh su.

Neéu céc vi tin toi thi mau roi khéi day di. Cang nhanh cang t6t.

T6i m& mat thao lao, lién tuc trd minh nhung khong sao ngt dugce, dau ct mién man nghi
vé 10i ong Triéu noi.

Tén sdt nhdn khdt mdu dy sé trd ve.

Bat den dau giwong, toi chong khuyu tay nhom day, nghiéng ngwoi, tién tay lat vai trang
cudn tiéu thuyét dem theo. Tuy khong dén mitc fan cuong nhung thwong ngay toi ciing doc
kha kha tiéu thuyét trinh tham, trong s6 do, tac gia toi thich nhat la Ellery Queen. Logic
trong truyén ctia Queen phai néi la tuyét dinh, thwong can cit vao nhitng chi tiét lat vat bi
thiéu ¢ hién trwong ma duwa ra suy ludn tdo bao, cudi cung lan dén chan twéng sy viéc.
Chang biét néu Queen t6i dinh thy V6 Chai thi sé thé nao, sau khi nghe doi tredng Triéu
twong thuat, liéu c6 doan ngay ra than phan hung tht hay khong?

T6i lai nghi t&i cac chuyén gia dang c6 mit tai Vé Chai. Ao thuat gia Chu Kién Binh dang
ghét, nha vat ly hoc Trinh Hoc Hong ngao man, bac si tam than Pao Chan Khon nhét gan
va nha tdm ly hoc Vuwong Phuong nhan sac man ma. R6t cudc ho dang nghi gi? Lan nay lan
16i dén tan day, nén lam gi cho phai? Hoi t6i, moi ngwoi da ban bac, quyét dinh sang mai sé
cung thdo ludn vé vu &n xem c6 nén ti€p tuc diéu tra hay khong. Pwong nhién doi trwdng
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Triéu Tha Nhéan cia doi hinh sy ciing tham gia. Luc t6i ké lai chuyén nay cho Tran Twdc,
cau ta chi ho hitng khoat tay, noi sé khong di.

“T6i con nhiéu viéc phai lam 1am, néu anh thich nghe thi ¢t di m6t minh.”
“Cau ban viéc gi?”

“Puong nhién la danh cudc roi. Toi da cuge vai tay canh sat do, trong ba ngay nhat dinh sé
tim ra hung thu. May ma hom nay thu hoach dwgc doi chit, ngay mai toi phdi di quan sat
tan noi maéi dugc, co ban da co thé chitng thyc cach nghi cda t6i roi. Anh biét day, sau khi
tim ra dap an, con phdi thit nghiém nhiéu lan méi xac dinh dugc dap an dy c6 chinh xac hay
khong. Tiép theo day t6i phai di khao sat thyc dia.”

“Cau dinh tGi xem tirng phong da phat hién thi thé a?”

“Phai, khong bo qua ché nao hét. Anh muén di cung khong?”

“Mudn thi mudn, nhung budi hoi y sang mai...”

“Ctt dé ho hdi y. Ho chang khai thac thém dwgc gi dau.”

“Tran Twdc, t6i mudn héi cau chuyén nay.”

“No6i di.”

“Cau nghi C6 Vinh Huy c6 phai ké giét ngudi khong? Hay C6 Dwong qua c6 chap roi?”

Tran Twdc cui dau tram tw gidy 14t roi dap, “Toi cam thady C6 Vinh Huy khong phai hung
tha vu an nam d6, nhung nhat dinh ong ta c6 lién quan mat thiét. Tuy vay, hién gid tat ca
chi dirng & phong doan, phai dgi nam dwgc day dia manh moi mdéi c6 thé tién hanh suy
luan.”

Ntra dém tu dung khat kho co, t6i day rét nwdc. Uong wng we cho can chén, d& khat roi mai
nhan ra cd ngwdi nhom nhép mo hoi, bén thay chiéc 4o phong dang dinh bét vao lung roi
roi khoi phong. Bén ngoai thodng dang hon phong mdy lanh nhiéu, t6i nhe nhang di 1én san
thuong, thay mwa chi con ra rich bén ra ditng giita san, hit cang 16ng nguc bau khong khi
trong lanh, thoa sitc tan huwdng man dém yén tinh.

Tirng tran gié mat ua tdi, sang khoai vo cung, toi bat giac nham mat lai dang hai tay ra, nhw
mot cdy thap gia don gi6. Dung lic tha l1ong toan than, téi chot nghe dang sau vang l1én
tiéng cwoi khic khich. RO rang la tiéng cwoi cta phu nit, nhung t6i dam chac day khong
phai Vuong Phuong.
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Tic thi t6i sén gai 6c, ca ngwoi nhe bang, chan mudén nhiin ra.
Ng6i nha nay von nhiéu am khi, c6 Ié nao nita dém lai gdp ma quy khong?

Hai chan bun ran, nhwng t6i van quay phat lai, r6i suyt nga phét, khong phai vi sg ma vi
mat da béi ctr dong dot ngdt ctia minh.

Tredc mat nao phai ma nit, chi 1a mot géi tré. Dwong nhu cling giat ban minh vi phan &ng
cda t6i, co ta trgn tron hai mat, boi roi nhin lai. Da c6 ta trang mu6t, mai toc den dai, mém
nhv lua pha xudéng vai, khuoén mat thanh ti vo cung.

“T6i... tOi... c6... co la ai?” T6i lap bap.
“Co Duwong moi anh dén day a?” Co ta dwa tay Om nguc, vé mat cang thang.

“Phdi... Cola...”

Nghe t6i néi vay, co c6 vé yén tam han, bén cuwdi dap, “Toi tén Chuc Lé Han, han hanh
duoc gap anh.”

“Chao co, toi la Han Tan, ban ctia C6 Duwong.”

T6i vira dap 1é vira tham bure, tw nhién lai lam tro 16 trréc mdt em gai xinh xan nay, ddang la
Xui xéo ma.

Song Chuc Lé Han khong hé dé y, vui vé néi tiép, “Vira nay la t6i vo y, lam anh Han giat
minh r6i.” Co6 buwdc tGi canh t6i, nguwdi bé nho, ang chirng chi cao khoang mét rudi, “Anh
dén diéu tra vu an cta cha anh ay u?”

“Phai, chinh la vu 4n xdy ra tai day hai mwoi nam trwdc.” Toi dap. That ra, diéu téi quan
tam hién gio la lai lich ctia c6 géi nay. Nhitng nguoi C6 Duwong moi dén day khong phai
hoc gia thi cling la chuyén gia, sao lai moc ra mgt c6 bé? Nhung néu hoi thang chi e hoi

dwong dot, toi danh nuot thac mac xudng.

Chuc Lé Han doi mat nhin xa xam, buon ba néi, “T6i da bao 1a vo ich... nhung anh ay nhat
dinh khong ttr bo.”

To6i chang biét néi gi, danh phu hoa, “Biét dau lai c6 co xoay chuyén...”

“Khong thé nao...” Chic Lé Han néi chac nhw dinh déng cot. “To6i da nghe C6 Duong ké
lai. Cac chuyén gia déu cho rang it hi vong pha an, chi dya vao mét cau chuyén c6 tich thi
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két luan dugc gi chi? Hudng ho, cau chuyén dé lai do mot bénh nhan tdam than sang tac,
thiéu sot ngay tir logic co ban.”

“Co Duong co6 ly do dé kién tri, t6i nghi nguwdi ngoai khong hiéu dugc dau.”
“T6i biét...” Giong Chuc Lé Han thoat diu lai, “Thé nén t6i md&i theo anh dy dén day.”
“Hai ngudi la...” T6i nhan da héi do.

“A, quén mat chwa gi6i thiéu v6i anh, t6i 1a ban gai anh dy.” Chic Lé Han 16 vé ngugng
nghiu, “Lic cac anh chi ban ludn duéi nha thi t6i dang nga & phong tang 3. HOm nay toi
hoi mét nén khong xuéng lau...”

Sdm bong rén vang.

“Mau xudng thoi, sap mwa to ddy.” T6i nhac Chic Lé Han. Co gat dau r6i vin vao cau
thang, cung t6i theo duong cii tr@ xudng.

“T6i vé phong trwdc day. Anh Han cling nga s6m di nhé.” Bén tang 3, Chic Lé Han mim
cuwdi chao téi roi quay di.

Phong t6i & tang 2, con phai di xuong nita. M6i dom buéc, t6i da dung ngay phai Pao Chan
Khon hét hai chay 1én. Ong ta chay nhanh, vita chay vita ngodi nhin ding sau, khéng h@é
trong thay tdi, d6i bén tic thi ddm sdm vao nhau. Ong ta cé vé kinh hoang 1&m, c nhw
dang chay tron thi gi d6 cuc ki dang sg. Hai ching t6i déu nga bo chirng, trong thay toi,
ong ta dwong nhw yén tam han.

“Bac si Pao, khong sao chit?” T6i xoa mong ditng ddy, ban ndy dap tay vao thanh cau
thang dau diéng.

“Khong... Khong sao... T6i vao toilet da, khong viéc gi dau.”

T6i 1ay lam la tredc hanh dong cia Pao Chan Khon, tham nhu, noi nay khong cé ai binh
thwong a! Lic nao ciing giat minh thon thot, s6ém mudn gi cling bi ho doa cho truy tim.

Tré vé phong da la 1 gio sang.
“Muon thé nay roi...”

T6i cdi 4o, ngad nguwdi ndm vat ngang giwvong. Mi mat mau chéng triu nang, chang bao lau,
toi thiép di gitta lic dau 6¢ con mién man.
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Séng hom sau, toi bi tiéng mwa rao rao danh thitc. M& mat ra thay ngoai song cita trang xo6a
mot mau, mua tam ta nhw trit nwdc. Rira mdt danh rang xong xubi, t6i mdc so mi xuéng
lau. Dudi sanh tang 1, chd Sai da bay san bita sang, thay gido su Trinh Hoc Hong dang ngoi
bén ban udng tra doc sach, téi bén di dén chao héi.

“Gido st day s6m vay a?” Toi ngoi xuong doi dién thay. Chu Sai hoi c6 mudn udng gi
khong, t6i bén xin mot coc sita.

“Lén tudi roi, mudn ngh ron cling chang duge. C trd di trd lai trén givong, chi bang day
quach cho r6i.” Gido su dap ma khong buén ngang dau 1én, va tiép tuc giit thai do lanh lung
suot bita sang. Bau khong khi hét sitc ngdt ngat. Toi luc tung tri 6c¢, c6 nghi cha dé bat
chuyén nhung r6i mau chéng nhéan ra d6i bén bat dong ngdn ngir. O' day, e rdng chi c6 gi
1ap di Tran Twdc tro chuyén dugce véi ong gia ki quac nay ma thoi.

“Tiéu Han, cau nghi la ai goi dién?”
An xong bita, tdi ditng day chudn bi chudn thi gido su goi giat lai.
T6i chwa hiéu ra ngay, “Goi dién gi co?”

Trinh Hoc Hong dat cudn sach xudng ban an, go kinh ra dé 1én trén roi thong tha dap,
“Cuoc dién thoai bao an hai muwoi nam trudce ay.”

T6i chwa tirng nghi tGi viéc nay, gio nghe gido s nhac dén mdi thay hitng thi. Tredc hét,
thoi gian bdo an la sang ngay 19 thang Mwdi hai, bay gid, ngoai triv C6 Vinh Huy ra, moi
nguwoi & Vé Chai déu da bi giét. Néu C6 Vinh Huy bdo an thi qud la lung, vi theo tin titc
cda canh sét, tat cd dwong day dién thoai déu da bi cat, khong thé goi ra ngoai dugc.

Nghi téi day, toi thdy hoi lanh thoéat ra ti¥ gan ban chan. Lé nao ai d6 da biét trudc 1a sé c6
vu giét nguoi?

Trinh Hoc Hong cwdi, “Xem ra cau cling nghi dén ro6i nhi, toi thady cau chuyén hét sitc ki
qudc.”

“Thay cho rang ai da bao canh sat?”

“Theo logic thi chi c6 C6 Vinh Huy méi lam dwgc viéc do, béi phia canh sat da loai trir kha
nang toi pham tir bén ngoai dot nhap. Vay C6 Vinh Huy bado an nhw thé nao? Co6 vai truong
hop, mot la thué nguoi khac bao canh sat theo gio minh hen truwéc, nguwdi bao an khong
nhat thiét c6 mat tai hién treong. Hai la dung dién thoai di dong, chi can x 1y ki thuat mot
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chit 1a canh sat sé khong lan ra dugc. Ba 1a, chinh nan nhan bi giét da sap dat mat thiét bi
nao dé dé bao an, kha nang nay hoi kho tin nhung ciing khong phai 1a khong thé.”

“Nguoi bi giét lam sao bao an dugc? Sao ho biét minh sé bi giét chit?”

Trinh Hoc Hong cuoi dap, “Co khi céi chét d6 da dugc chinh nan nhan 1én ké hoach tw
tredc cling nén. Hodc ban dau ngwoi nay gia chét, giét hai moi ngwoi xong thi ty sat? Ké
nay cii rich r6i. Con tai sao hung thu lai lam vay, dong co cua han la gi thi chi c6 Chtia méi
biét.”

Nghe qua phi 1y nhung ciing la mot huwédng suy luan linh hoat. Sao t6i lai khong nghi dén
kha nang nay nhi? Theo suy doan cta thay, c6 thé hung tha gia chét, sau d6 nap trong bong
toi 1an lwot giét hai nhitng ngwoi khac, quay vé phong minh béo &n roi ty sat. C6 Vinh Huy
bi che mat tir dau t6i cudi, kinh hoang dén phat dién.

“Tri twdng twong cua thay thuc khién ngudi ta kinh ngac. Xem ra viéc diéu tra lai tién thém
mot bwdc nita r6i.”

Chang biét Triéu Tha Nhan xuéng tir liic nao, gid mdi vo tay tan thuwdng. Nhung nghe
giong diéu ong ta la da biét cau nay day y giéu cot.

“Chung t6i lam nghién cttu, chi biét ban viéc binh trén gidy th6i, n6i mom thi giéi nhung
hanh dong thi dau bi duwgc doi tredng Triéu. Vu an hai muwoi nam nay doi trweédng Triéu con
chua phé dugc, ching tdi tan phét may cau lam sao ma phd ndi.” Trinh Hoc Hong tra diia
ngay, con c6 y nhan manh cum tr “hai muwoi nam” nita.

Triéu Thu Nhan nghe thé thi sam mat, ham ham toan tra miéng.

Thay ddi bén cang thang, t6i v0i xoa diu tinh hinh, “Hai vi déu la chuyén gia trong nganh
ctia minh ca, méi ngwoi mot tai ma. Doi trwedng Triéu chwa an sang phai khong, nao nao,
anh ngoi di, dé t6i goi cha Sai chuan bi do an.”

Triéu Thu Nhan “htr” mot tiéng roi ngoi phich xuéng, quay mat vé phia t6i, khong thém
nhin gido sw Trinh, “Chung t6i nhan dwgc dién thoai bdo an vao sang ngay 19, néu theo ly
luan vira ndy thi hung thu cling phai chét vao thoi diém d6. Nhu thé khong hgp 1y, vi phap
y khong xac dinh duwgc chinh xac thoi diém chét tir may ngay trwdc, nhung van du sitc nhan
biét nan nhan vira chét hay chét da lau. Néu chit thwdng thitc dy ma ciing khong cé thi
dirng lam gido su nita, vé qué cay rudng la hon.” Cau nay noéi vdi toi, nhung ro rang la
nham vao Trinh Hoc Hong.
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“T6i chi dwa ra mdt kha nang, dau da qua quyét do la chan twéng. Anh giodi thé sao mai
khong pha 4n di. A, xin 16i, ti nhAm. C4c ngudi ching da pha duwgc an, bat hung tha C6
Vinh Huy r6i ddy «?” Trinh Hoc Hong stng co6, cau cudi cung con khong quén giéu cgt
Triéu Thua Nhan.

“Thay néi gi ha?” Triéu Thi Nhan dap ban ding bat day.

“Anh muodn lam gi? DPinh bat ca t6i day a?” Trinh Hoc Hong chia ludn hai tay ra, “Céac anh
bat hung thu thi giéi roi, tién thé bat oan ca ngwoi tot, toi con la gi. Anh dinh béo t6i chinh
la hung tha vu an hai mwoi nam trweéc ddy phong?”

“T6i canh cdo thay, khong dwgc si nhuc cong an nhan dan.”
“Si nhuc ch6 nao? T6i chi néi sy that thoi.”

Hai nguwdi c@ hon bac ném di hon chi ném lai, cai nhau am 1, t6i muén khuyén can ciing
khong sao chen vao dugc.

“Sang s6m ngay ra da nao nhiét thé nay, hai vi hang hai that.” T6i dang vo dau bt toc thi
do thudt gia Chu Kién Binh ttr trén lau di xuéng, vui vé noi. Sau luvng 6ng ta con cé bac si
tam than Dao Chan Khoén. Mt mili Dao Chan Khon tai nhot, twa ho van chwa tinh tri sau
con hodng sg nao d6 dém qua.

Thay c6 thém ngwdi, hai vi kia cling ty ddng vé chd, khong tranh cai nita.
Chu Kién Binh di dén bén t6i cwoi hoi, “H6m qua cau Han ngu ngon khong?”
“Ciling tam tam.” T6i liéc Pao Chan Khon, thdy 6ng ta né tranh anh mat minh.

“Cac vi gan that day, & ngo6i nha thé nay ma van ngu dugc.” Chu Kién Binh ngo6i xu6ng, goi
chi Sai cho mot suat an sang, “T6i qua, mai dén khuya t6i méi chgp mat. Néu khong dinh
dén an mang thi dinh thy nay thudc loai dé chiu, thich hgp dé nghi duGng. Tiéc rang to6i
khong giau nhw C6 Vinh Huy, bang khéng cling phai mua mot can.”

Chang ai dap 10i 6ng ta. Chu Kién Binh cut hitng, bén cam cti an.

Ntra tiéng sau, Chic Lé Han nam tay C6 Duong di xudng, Vuong Phuong ciing thong tha
t@i gop mat. Chi minh Tran Twdc la chwa thay tam tich. T6i [én phong tim cau ta, thiy cita
dong im im, go mai khong nghe ai dap 10i. Lé nao cau ta ra ngoai r6i? Nhin con mwa tam ta
bén ngoai, t6i 1ap titc phu dinh gia thuyét nay.

“Cau tim cau Tran v?” Chu Sai dang quét don haéi.
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“Chu c6 gap Tran Tuwdc khong a?”

“Co, sang s6m nay cau ay da hoéi mugn toi chia khéa nha phy, r6i t6i d6 mot minh.” Chua
Sai bung miéng ho su su.

“Nha phu? Phai di qua mot doan hanh lang dai méi dén dung khong a?”

“Qi chao, gid & d6 khong con ai nita. Vén di da khéa lai roi, nhung cau Tran c® khing
khang doi tGi xem, toi danh phai dua chia khoa.”

“Vay dé chau dén do tim cau ay, cam on chd.”

T6i 1ap titc chay xudng lau, chuan bi sang nha phu. Dugi phong khach, Cé6 Duwong dang tro
chuyén cung may nguwoi khach kia, khong ai dé y tdi toi. Mudn dén nha phu phéi di qua
hanh lang ngoan canh. Nghe néi doc hanh lang von lap den dién va diéu hoa, nhung nhiéu
nam khong st dung, dwong dién da hong, gio chi dé trang tri ma thoi. Hanh lang dai, di mai
van chua hét, may ma dang giita ban ngay, néu la ban dém e rang phai lan twong do dam
ma di. Hai bén tr6 ctta s6 nhung kinh da dugc gan c6 dinh, khong mé dwoc. Lép kinh go
1én phat ra tiéng lanh canh, xem ra déu lam bang thuy tinh hitu co. Noi nay c6 1é da lau
khong ai lui téi, mat dat phu day bui, giam 1én con dé lai dau giay, géc twong giang day
mang nhén.

“Tran Tuwdc!” T6i goi 16n, nhung chi nghe tiéng minh vang vong trong hanh lang.

Ctr thé di tiép, chang biét qua may khic quanh, cudi cung, t6i cling di hét quang duong, téi
duoc khu nha phu.

Nha phu nho hon nha chinh nhiéu, chi c6 hai gian phong va mét toilet. T6i buwéc vao phong
phia trong, thdy Tran Tudc dang nam bo dudi dat tim kiém gi do.

“Toi goi sao cau khong dap?” Tai buc boi hoi.

Tran Twéc khong tra 101, 1at sau lai chui xudng gam giwong lai hii luc loi. Chitng muoi
phtt sau, cau ta m@i ditng day phui quan 4o, bao t6i, “T6i da xem qua bio cdo cta Ong
Triéu vé vu an, nhung van khong yén tam nén dich than téi kiém tra. Qua nhién khong c6
‘thtt do’.”

“Thit gi co?”

“Mot thit khong gi thay thé dugc, sau nay toi sé gidi thich cho anh nghe.” Tran Tuwdc lai ra
vé tu phu, “DPugc roi, phong bén la caa dién vién Lac Tiéu Linh, vira ndy t6i da tra soat mat

https://thuviensach.vn



lwgt, khong c6 gi dang cha y ca. Ching ta di théi. Con nhiéu noi phai xem xét lam. Manh
moi dé suy doan trong tay t6i van con qua it.” Dt 19, cau ta kéo t6i di thdng ra ngoai.

“Sao lic nao cau ciing up tip mé& md thé? Rot cudc cau biét nhitng gi roi?”

“Biét thi nhiéu lam. Yén tam di, chirng nao dén ding thoi diém, t6i nhat dinh sé cho anh

»

hay.

Cau ta lic nao ciing vay, cuc ki citng dau, néu da khong mudn néi thi chang ai ép dugc. Toi
danh ham hyc theo sau cau ta. Ngoén céi va ngon tré ciua Tran Twdc lién tuc vé cam nhw
dang nghi ngoi gi d6. Doc dwong, cau ta ciing chang nhiéu 10i véi toi.

Ltc di qua hanh lang, t6i vap phai mot vién d4, nga nhao.
“Cai khi gi thé nay!” T6i la toang lén.

Gitta hanh lang lat xi mang bang phang tw nhién lai c6 mét dong da vun vuwong vai. Giita
nhitng vién da c6 vét ran nhe mang nhén, twra ho bi dap bang bda. Tran Twdc 1o rang da dé
y thay gi d6, bén ngo6i thup xudng, dung tay gat da vun ra, sam soi hoi lau.

“Dué6i dong da vun la duong 6ng dan gas.” Tran Twdc nghiém trang nhan xét, “Co vé da
duoc tu swa.”

Noi roi cau ta ditng day nhin quanh, chgt budt miéng thot, “Ra la thé.”

“Cau lai phat hién dugce gi a?” Toi phui bui bam trén do, “Lé nao déng da vun nay c6 lién
quan dén vu an Chu Vi Thanh nam xwa?”

“Anh sac sdo hon roi day.” Tran Twdc cuwdi bi an, “Co thé néi la vay.”
That long, t6i hoan toan khong hiéu Tran Twéc dang lam gi va mudn lam gi. Chi dya vao
may vién da thi két luan thé nao? Puing la qua hoang duong.

“Pi thoi, chiing ta con nhiéu viéc phai lam 1am.” Tran Twdc néi véi t6i, vé tran day ty tin.

Gian phong tiép theo dugc cau ta ghé tham la phong sach tang 1, cling la noi nghi caa nha
van Té Loi.

Can phong nay hinh chit nhat. Theo phong thuy Trung Qudc thi kiéu phong nhw thé goi 1a
“kiém xuyén tim”, rat xdi qudy. Nguoi ta thuwong néi, triede sau thong thong, nguwdi mat tién
khong. Hai gia sach cao ngat dat chinh giita, quay mat vao nhau, chia can phong lam doi,
tuy khong bi dugce phong sach cua chiung t6i ¢ duong Tw Nam nhung ciling hoanh trang.
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Bui bam bam day trén gi4, ro rang da lau khong cé ngwoi quét don. Tran Tudc ding trudc
ctra nhin ngo roi nghiéng ngwdi lach qua giita hai gia sach, di dén bén ctra so.

Ctra s6 phong nay 16n, phong canh bén ngoai lai nén tho, co thé trong thay rirng cay 16p 16p
dang xa. Nén ngoi trén ghé bap bénh quay mat ra ctta s6, nhan nha doc vai trang tiéu thuyét
thi qua la lac thu khong gi sanh néi.

Ngoai trir chiéc givong von dat & mé Dong da dugce khiéng di, moi thit van nguyén xi nhw
lic xay ra vu an.

“Sao lai chi d& sach & mot gia xudng nhi?” T6i quanh quan trong phong, khong ngirng
ngam nghi.

“R0& qua roi con gi.”

“R0O ¢ dau? T6i khong hiéu hung thu viit sach bira bai dwéi dat lam gi, huéng ho lai chi lay
sach & mot gia.”

Tran Twéc lac dau, xem ra khong dong tinh véi quan diém cua t6i, “Anh phai nhé rang, vao
thoi diém then choét, du la nan nhan hay hung tht déu sé khong lam viéc v6 ich. Moi bat
thuong déu la chia khoéa dé mé canh cwra sy that.”

“Vay cau thtr néi xem minh tim dwgc manh moi gi ¢ day nao?”

“Nhiéu lam, anh xem nay.” Tran Twdc dén bén ctta s6, m& clta ra. “Bau ctra gan mat dat,
chang khac nao ctra s6 sat dat cd. Anh thay gian phong nay khac gi c6 hai ctta chinh
khong?”

Mua tat w6t 4o Tran Twdc nhung cau ta chang dé tam.

“DPugc roi, chiing ta di xem hién truwong tiép theo, phong ctia dao dién tré Ha Nguyén.” Lic
chiing t6i roi khéi phong sach méi thdy moi ngwdi khong con ng6i quanh ban an nita, chi
c6 chu Sai dang don dep bat dia.

“Ho di dau ca roi ha cha?” T6i héi chu Sai.

“A, 1én phong cau chu & tang 3, néi 1a muon thao luan vé vu an. Vira nay ho tim cc cau
khap noi.” Chu Sai gio tay tro lén tran.

“Chung chau khong tham gia thao luan dau, doi lat nita nghe két luan théi.” N6i xong, Tran
Tuwéc lai kéo t6i, “Di nao Han Tan, ching ta dén phong ctia Ha Nguyén.”
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Tran Twdc khong thém tham gia ban bac vdi cac chuyén gia, xem chirng thich hanh dong
mot minh hon 1a dong tdm hiép lwc. Xwa nay cau ta khong tin chuyén dong long tat bién
bong cling can, cho rang lam thay nhiéu ma, chi t6 rac r6i. Thay thai do tw phu nay khong
on, toi da khuyén nhu cau ta vo so lan.

Phong Ha Nguyén la can phong ddc biét nhét trong dinh thy Vé Chai.

Noi vay la vi, can phong khong hé c6 ctra so, chi c6 doc mot cira chinh. Khong biét tai sao
kién tric sw nam xwa lai thiét ké nhw vay, phdi chang muén danh ra mot noi dé chu nhan
tap trung suy twdng? Khong ai biét. Néu md cira di vao ma khong bat den, can phong sé t6i
om, khong nhin thdy d6 dac bén trong. Ché nay ngdt ngat vo cung, cd danh chét toi ciing
nhat quyét khong &. Cam gidc nhw ngoi tu vay.

“Qua nhién la thanh dong vach sat.” Tran Tudc gd go khap bon birc twong, than thd.
“T6i khong thich cho nay.”
“That a? Anh ding la chang c6 mat nhin gi ca, cho nay t6t ma. Rat thich hgp dé suy ngam.”

“T6i thay di dao ngoai troi con dé kich thich ndo bo hon, néu giam minh trong phong nay, e
rang toi chang nghi ra dwoc gi ca.”

“Sai r6i. Trong ltic tan bg, doc dwong sé phat sinh du loai thong tin can trd toc do phan tich
s0 liéu cta dai ndo. Con & trong phong kin, khong tiép xuic vai bat c thong tin nao khac,
anh mdi c6 diéu kién chuyén tam giai quyét van de.”

Xem ra Tran Twdc thich noi nay.

So v6i phong sach bén kia thi d6 dac ¢ day da bi don sach, ca phong trong hoac. Tran Twéc
nhin quanh mét lwgt réi ngéap dai.

“Pung la t6i khong hop véi du lich, la nha kho nga qua.”

“Hom qua ngu khong ngon u?”

“Um, co ban 1a khong ngti dwgc, nén méi doc lai cau chuyén 6 tich ctia C6 Vinh Huy.”
“Co phat hién gi méi khong?”

“Tam thoi thi chwa.”

Nghe cai cau tra 10i, qua la cut hing.
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Chung t6i budc ra khéi “phong kin”, lién nghe tiéng cdi va am 1 trén lau. T6i swc nhé dén
Chic Lé Han, to mo khong hiéu bay gio c6 thé nao, bén bao Tran Twdc, “Hay 1én lau nghe
ngong xem, biét dau lai c6 ich cho suy luan cta cau?” Roi chang chd phan tng, t6i da nam
ao kéo cau ta di lén.

Tiéng ban cai trong phong C6 Duwong vong ra rat to, ditng & cau thang cling nghe thay. T6i
va Tran Tuwdc day ctra bude vao ding Iic Triéu Thu Nhan dang tranh luan gay gat véi Chu
Kién Binh. C6 Duwong mét méi nga ngwoi ra ghé, Chic Lé Han ngoi canh nhac thdy chiing
toi ben khé gat dau chao. Trinh Hoc Hong cam cui doc sach, Vwong Phuong cham chu
nghe hai ngwoi kia tranh luan. T6i nhin quanh, thay thiéu mat bac si tam than Pao Chan
Khon.

Bon bitc twong trong phong déu son do choét. Nhin vét son da thay tay nghé cia ké nay
vung vé, e rang tredc nay chira son twong bao gid, phét choi khong déu, mau ché dam cho
nhat. Nhin tir goc do tham mi thi chang lay gi lam dep, nhw mot diva bé vai tud6i boi ban 1én
vay.

“Tém lai, tat ca suy luan cta anh déu khong dirng virng dugce.”

Ltc t6i dinh than lai thi Triéu Thu Nhan da di dén két luan, pha nhan toan bo suy doan cta
Chu Kién Binh.

“Vira r6i anh Chu néi gi vay?” Toi ghé lai héi khé Chic Lé Han.

“Chu Kién Binh cho rang hung thu la mét ké trong giong cha anh Dwong. Han nhot bac Co
Vinh Huy lai, giay vo hanh ha khién bac hoing loan, tdm than bat 6n. Tiép do, han ra tay
sat hai moi ngwdi trong dinh thy, khi bi Triéu Thia Nhan dubi theo thi chay vao phong, dung
tiéu xdo bién mat. Trwdc d6 bac C6 Vinh Huy da tron dwgc va bé chay that xa, vira khéo
dén lic nay thi bi canh st tuan tra bat git.”

“Ctt cho la suy luan cta anh ay ding di, thi tén C6 Vinh Huy gia bién mat trong phong kin
bang tiéu xdo gi kia chi?”

“Anh Chu néi may céach co, chang han nhu gidu san quan ao canh sat trong phong réi nap
sau clfa, doi canh sat xong vao thi 1ap tic tra tron vao giita ho, hodc dung du lwon tir ctra s6
bay di, hodc can phong d6 von c6 san ctta ngam... Nhung doi trwdng Triéu da lan lugt bac
bé titng kha nang anh Chu Kién Binh dua ra. Gid ho tranh cai gay gat qua, khong ai can noi
nira.”

Chuc Lé Han nhiu may. Pung lic &y Chu Kién Binh lai hét 1én, dé mat tia tai.
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“Vu an nay di thuvong, néu anh ¢t khang khang 4p dung cac phwong phap cti, gilt cach nghi
cling nhéc dy thi vinh vién khong giai quyét duwgc dau.”

“Tha anh c& ndi quach la Peter Pan mang C6 Vinh Huy di cho r6i.” Dt 10i, Triéu Thua
Nhan con boi thém mat cau, “Khong hé thyc té.”

“C6 gioi thi anh dwva ra cau tra 16i hgp ly hon xem nao.”
“Gl cg?”

“Y t6i noi anh bia dit day. Vén di lam gi c6 chuyén nguoi bién mat trong phong kin. Tét ca
déu do anh théu dét.” Chu Kién Binh rong lén.

“T6i khong bia dat.”
“Bia dat!”
“Khong!!”

“Pu r6i!!!” C6 Duwong ding phat day, cau c6, “T6i moi cac anh dén la mong moi nguoi
dong tam hiép lyc, gitp t6i pha vu an nay, chi khong phai dén cai nhau. Chuyén gi cling co
thé ban bac, sao phdi cdi va am 1 thé? Budi thao ludn h6m nay dén day la két thic. Thyc xin
16i, moi tat ca ra ngoai, t6i mudn yén tinh mot minh.”

Triéu Tha Nhan la ngwoi dau tién tong cita di thang, khong thém che gidu gwong mat toi
sam. Ngay sau do la do thuat gia Chu Kién Binh, vira bi canh sat ha thap, chdc 6ng ta cling
kho chiu lam, sac mat chang kha hon Triéu Tha Nhan la bao.

Trudce ldc di, Tran Twdc vo vo vai Co6 Duwong nhung khong ndi gi. Co6 Dwong ngang 1én,
chirng nhw hiéu y bén gat dau, “Yén tam, t6i khong sao dau.”

Chtc Lé Han cti mat roi khoi phong.

“Vira ndy hai cau di dau vay?” Vuong Phuong bude dén hoi, “Sao mdi sang ngay ra da
chang thay tam hoi dau ca?” Trong ldc chi ta héi chuyén, t6i trong thdy Dao Chan Khon
khong hiéu tir cho nao xuat hién, gig dang rau ri 1an ra khéi phong, di nhanh nhv chay, tya
ho c6 tam sy gi. Toi cling chi liéc qua, khong ban tam lam.

“T6i v6i Tran Tudc di dao loanh quanh 4y ma.” T6i dap 14y 1é.

Tat ca di roi, toi cling roi khoi phong, lic dong cira c6 liéc mat lai, thdy C6 Duwong ngoi
phich xuéng ghé, co chan 1én, viii mat vao hai canh tay khoanh noi dau goéi, déi vai run run.
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Cau ta dang khoc.
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Chuvong 4

The Door Between"
[1] Cdnh ctra sinh tir

C6 Duong giam minh trong phong, dé mac khach khita ngoi tro dudi phong khach tang 1.
Chu Kién Binh dé nghi choi poker, Pao Chan Khon ciling tan thanh, ditng day di 1ay bai
cung chu Sai. Tran Twéc va Trinh Hoc Hong t&i phong sach, giita hai nguwdi ho lic nao
cling c6 chuyén dé ndi, néi hoai khong chan. Gido s nghe ké Tran Tuwdc da roi khoi gidi
hoc thuat thi hét sitc tiéc nudi. Biét cau ta con tré tudi, dang ¢ nha chg viéc, thay bén nhiét
tinh gidi thiéu vi tri gidng day & mot truong dai hoc. Tran Tuwdc cling khong tir chdi thang
thitng, chi ndi can suy nghi thém.

Pao Chan Khon lay bai ra, Chu Kién Binh, Vwong Phuong va t6i lién quay lai quanh ban
tra, cung chai poker. Thay Chiic Lé Han ng6i ngoai nhin dén mwoi may phit, téi bén ra co
tham gia, nhung c6 lac dau bao hoi mét, mudn vé phong nghi ngai, roi ditng day di 1én gac.
Triéu Tha Nhan ng6i trén sofa, ldng 1é xem chuing t6i choi bai. Bita trva kha don gian, chi
Sai chi lam may chiéc sandwich. T6i an qua loa vai miéng roi tiép tuc danh. Mai mé choi,
thoi gian tréi vun vut, thoat cai da dén chiéu. Chic Lé Han ngu trwa day, cé vé da kha lén
nhiéu, thay ching t6i van dang danh bai thi té vé ngac nhién. Bay gio, Tran Tudc va giao
st Trinh ciing da quay lai phong khach, moi nguwdi ng6i bén nhau tan gau.

“Xem ra mua khong tanh dau.” Vwong Phuong nhin ra ctra so, thd dai, “Ngay kia t6i con
mot cudc hop, chang biét c6 dén dugc khong nita...”

“Ctt coi nhu dang di nghi di, thwong ngay c6 lic nao moi nguwai ranh roi dé dén mot noi thé
nay dau, phai khong? Noi di cling phéi néi lai, dinh thy nay ding la tuyét dep, toi bang long
¢ lai day ca doi.” Chu Kién Binh vira n6i vira luon tay trao bai, lic lam quan nay bién mat,
ltc lai lay ra quan khéc.

“Pung vay, néu troi khong muwa, chiing ta c6 thé ra ngoai di dao. Cac anh chi xem, quang
canh xung quanh dep biét bao.” Pao Chan Khon tan thanh.

“Hirm, dinh thy nay ro rang da mac 10i nguyén, thé ma cac vi con tan thwdng.” Triéu Thu
Nhan cwoi nhat.

Moi anh mat titc thi d6 don vao 6ng ta, twa ho bat man tridc cau noéi vo duyeén.
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“Uobng cho anh la cdnh sat ma con tin may chuyén mé tin nham nhi dy.” Chu Kién Binh
cham choc.

“Lé& nao cac vi khong thdy dinh thy nay am u w?” Triéu Tha Nhan nhin xody vao mat tirng
nguoi, “T6i luon cam thdy sé xdy ra chuyén gi d6. Gio cac vi di ngay con kip.”

Chtic Lé Han rut c0 lai, vé sg hai.

“Néu anh sg gdp bat trac thi c di di. T6i nghi moi ngwdi chang ai ngan can dau.” Chu Kién
Binh cuoi khay, “Dirng ngai mura, tién sanh c6 0 kia!”

Cap mat sac lem cta Triéu Thi Nhan nhin tritng tritng nhw mudn an twoi nuét song Chu
Kién Binh. Tréi lai, 6ng nay day vé dac y, tay van trao bai, thai do tung ting than nhién.
Dirng no6i Triéu Tha Nhan, ngay ca t6i ciing chwéng mat, chi mudn tong c6 Chu Kién Binh
di. Thyc khong hiéu sao hang ngwdi nay lai cé fan dugc.

“P0i tredng Triéu, to6i mudn xac nhan lai mot viéc.” Ngwai 1én tiéng la Tran Tudc.
“Viéc gi?”

“Chiéu ngay 19 thang Mudi hai, khi canh sat xong vao dinh thw Vo6 Chai, dubi theo Co
Vinh Huy lén tang 3, 6ng ta chay vao mot gian phong phéi khong?

“Khong sai.”
“La phong nao ¢ tang 3?”

“Luc truede toi da miéu ta roi day thoi, la gian phong hién gio c6 Chic dang &.” Triéu Thu
Nhan khoanh tay, thanh that tra 10i.

“Khi do, cac vi da luc soat tat ca phong 6c ¢ day ré6i chir?”

“Pung thé, sau khi bat dwgc C6 Vinh Huy, ching t6i da luc soat toan bd ngéc ngach trong
dinh thy.”

“Trit cdc manh moi lan trwdc anh ké, con phat hién gi khac khong?”
“Khong co6.”
Tran Twdc chi dau tram ngam.

Chtc Lé Han ddy ddy toi, cau may, “Vira réi anh dy néi that khong? O phong t6i...”
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Xem ra chuyén nay khién co lo lang. T6i danh an ui, “Khdng sao dau, C6 Vinh Huy bién
mat trong phong c6, nhung that ra chi bé tron, dau phai la chét. Chang qua canh sat van
chwa tim ra cach 6ng ay tron khoi do thoi, co ding sg.”

Chuc Lé Han “trm” mot tiéng nhung giong swgng cling, rd rang van can ca trong long.
Pong ho trén twong chi 6 gio ding.

Bung ai ndy bat dau biéu tinh, Chu Kién Binh bén dé nghi hiéu kinh 6ng anh rudt trudc.
Chu Sai cling bao bita toi sap xong, r6i lat dat chay vao bép. T6i, Tran Tudc, gido su Trinh,
chi Vuong Phurong ngoi quay quan uéng ca phé tro chuyén. Chic Lé Han nhin quanh r6i
néi, “Ca ngay nay anh Dwong chwa an udng gi, dé toi lén goi anh dy xudng.”

Nhin vé tiéu tuy cua co, toi cling thay x6t xa, bén khuyén c6 ci¥ ngoi do, dé t6i di goi.

bung lic nay, chiu Sai bung do an tr bép ra, dat 1én ban. Cé nhiéu mén, mui thom ngao
ngat xoc vao miii lam toi da doi lai cang déi hon.

“Cac vi dung bita trudce di, dé toi di moi cau chu.” Chu Sai lau tay vao tap dé deo trwdc
nguc, quay nguoi di 1én lau. Vi da néi véi Chic Lé Han la sé di goi Co6 Dwong nén t6i di
cung cha.

bén trwdc phong C6 Duong, chi Sai cong ngoén tay go nhe 1én canh ctra, khé goi, “Cau
cht?” T6i nghe lang méang trong phong cé tiéng dong nhung khong thay ai ra md, bén xoay
tay nam day vao. Canh ctra ket mot tiéng roi hé ra, bén trong khong khoa.

T6i ndm tay nam, tiép tuc day, nhwng bi can lai.
La xich cai ctra.

Thi ra Cé Duong da gai xich. Bay gio t6i méi nhd ra bén phong minh ciing cé loai xich
nay. Khi nguoi ¢ trong phong gai moc xich thi nguwdi ngoai khong thé vao dugce nita, cung
lam chi day ctra hé ra dugc chirng 5-8 cm ma thoi, lai cang khong thé tho tay qua khe hé
thao moc xich ra.

“Co Duong, la t6i, Tiéu Han day.” Toi ghé lai gan khe ctra, n6i vong vao.

Chu Sai dirng sau lung t0i, bay gio dang hang may tiéng roi thwa, “Cau chu, téi va cau Han
day, cau m@ cua di.”

“T6i biét roi.” Giong C6 Dwong vang 1én tir trong phong.
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“May gio thi cdu xuéng?” To6i lai héi, nhung doi mét Iuc 1au van khong nghe thiay bén
trong dap lai. Dwong nhw Co6 Duwong khong dé y dén ching toi nita.

“Co Duong?”
Im lang.

“Chac la ngu r6i.” T6i quay lai bao chu Sai, “Dé cau ay nghi ngoi thém lat nita, ching ta
phan com la dwgc.” Bén trong cé tiéng lich kich, chac 1a C6 Dwong trd minh.
Chung t6i xudng lau, cho biét tinh hinh. Moi ngwoi ciing khong c6 y kién gi, bat dau an toi.

Bita triva sandwich khong dd no nén ai ndy déu an udng nhiét tinh. Xong bita, chi Sai
xudng bép got hoa qua trang miéng mang lén.

Ca buai t6i, Chic Lé Han ditng ngbi khong yén, thinh thoang lai nhin 1én gac.
Hai tiéng dong ho tr6i qua.
Gan 10 gio dém, van chwa thady C6 Dwong xudng lau.

“Dé t6i 1én xem thir.” Chic Lé Han thap thém mai, cudi cung ciing ding day, “Ca ngay nay
anh ay chua an gi, c thé nay thi chét d6i mat.”

“Pé t6i di cung ¢d.”

T6i dang dinh m@ miéng thi Pao Chan Khon da néi trwdc. Chic Lé Han lang 1€ gat dau roi
quay minh di 1én gac. Vai phit sau, Pao Chan Khon hoc téc chay xudng, tai mat goi, “Moi
ngwoi mau lén xem, toi thay c6 diéu khong 6n.” Chiic Lé Han theo sat dang sau 6ng ta, run
nhuw cay say.

Linh cdm khong lanh chot lan khap ngudi, téi quay phat sang nhin Tran Twdc. Cau ta dat
ngay coc xuodng, lao hai bac mot 1én lau. Theo sau Tran Twdc la Triéu Tha Nhan, déi may
ong ta cau rum, nhw da lwong trwdc sé xdy ra bat trac. Toi hdc téc chay theo.

Lén dén tang 3, mo hoi toi da tia ra day dau. Triéu Tha Nhan x6 ctta goi, “Co Duwong! Co
Duong! Cau c6 nghe thay khong? Cé trong ay khong?” Du khe ctra hé ra nhung cénh ctra
van can tam nhin, khéng sao trong rd duwgc canh twgng trong phong, Tran Tudc gat Triéu
Thu Nhan sang mot bén, gio chan dap manh vao ctta nhung sgi xich cai rat chac, chi cang
ra chir khong dut.

Cau ta danh goi v6i xuong dudi, “Cha Sai oi, c6 kim cong luwc khong?”
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Cha Sai lat dat chay 1én, chia cay kim cho Tran Twdc, hai tay run run.
“DE t6i.”

Triéu Tha Nhan doén lay cay kim Tran Twdc dwa, nam chat tay cam, kep ding vao than xich
roi ra sttc bam manh. “Cach” mot tiéng, sgi xich bi cat dwt doi, Triéu Thu Nhan chuyén kim
sang tay phai, tay trdi nam tay nam ctta, nhe nhang day ctta ra.

Trong khoanh khac ay, thoi gian nhw dong cing.

Céanh ctra bi day ra tirng tac, khe hé cling tw ti* m& rong, cho t6i khi canh twgng bén trong
phoi bay tron ven tri'éc mat ching toi.

“Adasa.”

T6i ngodi nhin vé huwéng am thanh phét ra. Chic Lé Han tay bung 1ay miéng, mat tran troi
nhin vao phong, tiéng hét ré 1én nhu cao tim xé phoi, vong khap dinh thy Vo Chai.

C6 Duong nam sap gitta phong, sau gay c6 mot vét thuwong, xem chirng la do vat nhon dam
vao. Mau tir gay cau ta chdy day dat, loang khap bon phia. Mau dé cua mau hoa lan véi
mau do cua son trén bon bitc twrong, nhin ma hoa ca mat. Hién tredng vu an giong nhw mot
nghi thitc long trong, nhw mot budi 1€ Misa den. Hai chan bét giac run ban, t6i phai vin vao
khung ctrta maéi gitt dwgc minh ding virng.

“Tat ca ditng im. Khong ai dwgc vao phong hét.” Triéu Thu Nhan mau choéng tran tinh, quat
béo chiing t6i roi 1ap tifc rit trong tdi 4o ra mot ddi ging trdng, nhanh nhen x6 vao. Ong c6i
giay budc dén gan C6 Dwong, ngoi thup xudng, an ngén tay 1én dong mach canh cia cau ta
roi than trong vach mi mat cau ta, rit den pin roi vao dong tur.

“Chét tiét!” Ong dam manh xudng dat, gam lén, “T6i da noi sé xdy ra chuyén. Pa ndi sé
xdy ra chuyén ma. Cac nguoi xem di.”

Mot sy im lang chét choc.

“Cac nguoi” con dang sitng so vi canh twgng trdc mat. Ho chdn chén tai cho, ké kinh
ngac, nguwoi choang vang, ké gian dit, nguoi bat lyc. Ngay ca Tran Twdc von luén binh than
ma gio ciing chét diéng, tran tran nhin ngwdi ban ti nan. T6i chwa bao gio thay vé mat cau
ta nhw vay, khée mat gian giat, miéng ha ra nhung khong sao thot nén 10i.

“Ctra cai xich, ching ta déu thay r6... Khong thé ditng bén ngoai tho tay vao cai xich dugc,
cling c6 nghia la C6 Duong tw cai. Can phong c6 bon cita so, trong d6 mot cai la cita s6
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cham san. Ca bon ctra s6 déu choét trong, dung loai chot thong thwong. Hién treong khong
c6 dau vét dot nhap, suy ra hung tha chi c6 thé tan cong Co Duwong qua khe hé v6i do mé
chtrng 5 cm nay. Nhung do la chuyén bat kha, triv phi C6 Dwong tw nguyén ghé sat minh
vao khe ctra, tham chi phai ngoan ngodn xoay gdy ra cho ngudi ta dam roi di vao giita
phong ndm xudng, chwa ké phdi bit hay hitng vét thuong sao d6 cho mau khoi ray tr ctra
vao cho dirng chan cudi cung cta cdu ta. R6t cudc hung tha da lam thé nao?” Triéu Thu
Nhén vo dau bic tai.

Khong ai dap 161, moi nguwdi déu im lang, twa ho tap trung suy ngam vé cach thirc gay an.

“Héng roi!” Chu Kién Binh hoi ha chay lén, mat dé birng, “Duwong day dién thoai bi cat.
Troi lai mua to, di dong mat séng, ching ta khong thé bao canh sat dugc. Khon kiép, cac
anh chi mau ra xem xe ctiia minh thé nao.”

“Khong can xem dau.” Tran Twdc dau téc w6t siing, cham rdi di dén, “Toi vira ra ngoai
kiém tra mot lwot, 16p xe déu bi rach nat r6i.”

“Sao lai thé dugc?” Chu Kién Binh kéu 1én.

Vuwong Phuong héi chi Sai, “Con cach nao dé lién lac v&i bén ngoai khong anh? Bién thoai
mat séng, thé mang may tinh thi sao?”

“Day mang ciing bi cat r6i.” Tran Tuwdc cudi gugng, “Dung la khéng nwong tay chit nao.”

“Tén bién thai dy dinh lam gi? Ma tén bién thai ay la ai? C6 gioi thi budc ra di.” Chu Kién
Binh da mat binh tinh, gao lén v&i xung quanh.

“Hén da bwdc ra roi day thoi.” Tran Twdc nhin vai, “Maot canh ngd hét sitc quen thudc
trong cac tac pham trinh tham. Hung tht con ¢ dau khac, hon la trong s6 may ngudi ching
ta.”

Ca phong khach tré nén ndo dong, moi nguwdi d6 don mat vao Tran Tudc, bat dau van hoi.
Chinh t6i cling giat ndy minh, bt gidc quan sat nhitng nguwdi xung quanh. Nhitng con ngudi
& chung dwéi mot mai nha, ngéi cung ban an uéng chuyén tro vui vé may ngay qua, thoang
cai da thanh hung thu giét nguoi réi u?

“Sao cau lai néi thé?” Chu Kién Binh chi thang vao mat Tran Twdc, san s6 hoi, “DPwa chitng

")

clt ra day

Trinh Hoc Hong an tay Chu Kién Binh xudng, chdm rai gidi thich, “Tran Twdc khong noi
btra dau. Dinh thy nay néi nhé khong nho, nhung noéi 16n cling khong 16n, gia st c6 nguoi
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an nap bén trong su6t hai hdm nay, ching ta di qua di lai su6t nhw thé, han lam sao thoéat
khéi tdam mat ching ta, phai khong nao? Néu han ndp ngoai vuon, thi du mac 4o mua lén
vao cling sé dé lai dau chan trén nén dat bun dong thdi mang theo vét ban wét vao nha chi?
Chung ta déu thdy & cho cac ctra lan san phong C6 Dwong déu sach va kho, néu vira roi
hung tha 1én vao gdy an roi rtt lui, tai sao khong c6 dau chan? Tat nhién van con mot kha
nang, 1a han qua nhan nha dén mic xong viéc con nan lai lau kho nha ctra...”

Nghe vay, moi ngudi mdi quay ra nhin nhau, bau khong khi bong tré nén cang thang.

Khién ching t6i nghi ky lan nhau, chac han hung tha thich chi lam day. Du sao ciing chuwa
thé xac dinh ai trong s6 nhitng nguwdi nay la hung tha dugc.

“Gi0 nén lam sao?” Vwong Phuong nhin Tran Twdc, anh mat kinh hai. Du la c6 van tam ly
toi pham cho S& Cong an, nhung day lai 1a lan dau tién chi ta ti 1y thuyét buwéc sang thuc
hanh, tir nghién cttu ho so buwdc ra hién trieong thye thoi gian thwe, khong khoi mat binh
tinh. Diéu nay toi c6 thé hiéu dugc.

“Hung thu c6 y gitt chan chung ta lai day, t6i c6 thé doan dai khai han dinh lam gi.” Tran
Twdc binh than néi.

“Thé... han dinh lam gi?” Vwong Phuong biét rd nhung van c6 héi thém.

“Tai dung vu giét nguwdi hai mwoi nam trwdc.” Tran Tuwdc thd dai, “E rdng day la dap an
duy nhat.”

Chu Kién Binh hét 1én r6i quay nguoi lao thang ra ctta, nhung vira chay dwgc may buéc da
bi Pao Chan Khon bén canh niu lai. Chu Kién Binh viing vay trong vong tay ong ta, gao
thét, “Budng t6i ra! T6i khong muon chét. Toi phai di, phai roi khdi noi quy quai nay ngay
lap titc.”

Triéu Tha Nhan quat, “Anh di nhw thé cling bang dam dau vao cho chét théi.”

“Pam dau vao cho chét cling con hon mdy nguwdi.” Chu Kién Binh gidy giua vung ra, chi
mat Triéu Tha Nhan mang chti, “Anh ding la do bé di, lam canh sat ma khong ngan duoc
hung an, con hai chét Cé Duwong.”

“ft mdm thdi. T6i khéng cho anh di dau.” Triéu Tha Nhan buwéc dén chin ngang cira,
“Khong ai dugc di ca.”

Chu Kién Binh lién ng6i bét luén xudng dat, té thai d6 chong doi.
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“Hai ngay nita sé c6 nguoi dén dwa thyc pham. Moi ngudi chi can kién nhan dén luc dé thi
sé duwgc citu.” Cha Sai budc 1én mot buwde, bao vai tét ca.

“Hai ngay nita co a? Lau qua.” Madt Chu Kién Binh nhuw dwa dam.

“Hang tuan déu c6 xe chuyén dung dwa nguyén liéu twoi song dén day, tuan trudc dén roi,
tuan nay thi phai dgi hai ngay nita.”

“Tén giét ngwdi hang loat dang lan tron giita ching ta, vdy ma anh con bat chiing t6i dgi hai
ngay v? Han da bat dau ra tay. Anh quén tan tham kich nam xwa ré6i a? Chi trong ba ngay,
C6 Vinh Huy da giét lién nam ngwoi day.” Chu Kién Binh nghen ngao gam lén.

Bop!
Chuc Lé Han lao t6i, giang cho Chu Kién Binh mét bat tai.

Khong riéng Chu Kién Binh, tat cd moi ngwoi ¢ dé6 déu ngay ra. Chang ai ngd Chiic Lé Han
diu dang nhuong dy ma ciing n6i gian danh ngudi. Toi sg Chu Kién Binh danh tra, vdi san
dén chen vao chéan gitra doi bén.

“Sao c6 lai danh t6i?” Chu Kién Binh 6m madt hung ho.

Chic Lé Han dam dia nwdc mat, tro Chu Kién Binh, giong run ban 1én, “T6i néi lan dau
tién, cting la 1an cudi cung, cha C6 Duwong khong phai hung tha giét ngudi, anh C6 Duwong
cling khong phai con cuda ké giét ngwoi. Ai trong cac ngwdi dam si nhuc ho, t6i sé liéu mang
v6i nguoi do.”

Thay Chic Lé Han da mat kiém soat, ¢t thé nay thi chang biét con gay ra chuyén gi, t6i
danh dwa mat cho Vwong Phuong, hi vong chi ta c6 thé dwa c6 vé phong nghi ngoi. Vuong
Phwong ciing nhay bén, thdy t6i nhdy mat bén niu tay Chic Lé Han, thi tham may cau roi
nita kéo nira diu c6 1én lau.

“T6i c6 mdt cau hoi.” Toi gio tay 1én, thdy moi nguwdi d6 don mat nhin minh thi noéi tiép,
“Luc t6i cung chd Sai 1én lau, moi ngudi déu & tang 1 ding khong? Bay gio t6i hoi han Co
Duong, cau dy c6 dap 10i, chitng té con song. Nhung khi t6i xuéng roi nhém Chic Lé Han
1én lau thi C6 Dwong da chét. Néu hung thu nam trong s6 chiing ta thi han ra tay thé nao?
Giét nguoi tr xa w...”

“Pung la ma quy...” BPao Chan Khén nhiu may.

“Gay that.” Trinh Hoc Hong g& kinh, dung ngén cai tay phdi day day thai dwong.
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Triéu Tht Nhan nham nghién mat, thé hat ra, “Dén nuwdc nay thi danh doi thém hai ngay
nita r6i tinh. May hom tgi day, tot nhat moi nguwdi nén tap trung lai mét chd, c6 gang dirng
hanh dong mot minh, t6i di nga nhat dinh phai khoa chat ctra...”

“Con khoa ntta a? C6 Dwong chinh la bi giét trong phong khoéa ctra day.” Chu Kién Binh
cuwoi nhat.

Triéu Tha Nhan chang buon dém xia dén 6ng ta, tiép tuc ndi, “Néu trong thdy ngudi hodc
viéc gi ki la thi phai bao ngay cho t6i. Tran Tuwdc, tro tap lam tham t& cta cau dén day la
két thic. Chuyén t6i quan tam nhat bay gio khong phai vu an hai muwoi nam triedc, ma la vu
an hién tai. Diéu tra pha an khong phai viéc cta cau, cau ci lo day toan cho tot di. Toi ra
1énh cho tat ca cac vi phai nghe theo sy chi huy cta t6i.”

“Mua mot tang mot.” Tran Twdc dot nhién thot ra mot cau chang dau vao dau.
“Cai gi ma mua mot tang mot?” Triéu Thu Nhan 1ay lam la.

“T6i da danh cudc vdéi anh trong vong ba ngay sé pha dugc vu giét nguwdi hang loat hai
muoi nam trwde, chi bang tang thém cho anh mot vu giét ngwdi phong kin hai muwoi nam
sau nita. Hung thu da thanh cong trong viéc choc gian toi roi day, gio toi dang v6 cung vo
cung gian d.” Noi réi Tran Twdc quay ngudi di thang 1én lau, nét mat thay doi han. Toi
chwa bao gio thay cau ta nhuw vay. Dwong nhw tam trang cau ta kha phitc tap chit khong don
thuan la phan nd nita.

“Tran twdc, téi canh cdo cau, néu cau ca gan...”

“Mot ngay.” Tran Tudc quay ngoat lai nhin xody vao Triéu Tha Nhan, roi gio ngoén tré 1én,
“MoOt ngay nita thoi, t6i sé dich than 16i tén khon ay ra.”

Canh twgng hoi t6i ¢t quan quanh trong tam tri khién t6i thao thitc dén hon 3 gio sang méi
ngu duwgc. Tinh day da la 9 gio rudi, xuéng nha da thiy bita sang chi Sai don san trén ban.
Theo 16i chu thi nhitng nguoi khac déu bung do vé phong riéng dé an, c6 1€ ho kinh sg vi
chwa xac dinh dugc hung thu, biét dau nguwdi ngoi trdc mat minh chinh 1a ké da thoc dao
vao gady C6 Duong. Hon nita, hung khi van chwa tim thay. T6i héi cht Sai xem Tran Tudéc
xuong 1dy do an chua thi chu dap chua, t6i bén 1ay ludn hai suat 1én lau tim cau ta.

Ctra phong Tran Twéc khong khoa, hai tay t6i con ban bung do, danh dung vai day ctra
buéc vao. Trong phong hoi t6i, thi ra Tran Twdc da kéo tdm rém day cop che ctra so lai. Toi
thay cau ta ng6i xom dudi dat nhv dang nghi nggi gi do, kéo rém ctra ra méi phat hién trén
twong dinh day gidy, chi chit nét chit viét tay cac cong thitc toan hoc va ki hiéu cung nhiéu
phuong trinh, ti€c rang t6i chang hiéu gi ca. Dwéi dat ciing la liét gidy, nhiéu to da bi cau ta
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Vo vién vitt virong vai. RS rang sot gidy vun khong chira ndi ca dong gidy thé nay, t6i bong
c6 cam giac cau ta da gom gop tat ca gidy trong dinh thy vé phong minh.

Ngoi but may miét Ién gidy soan soat, cau ta van viét khong nging.

“Nay Tran Tudc, an chit gi di da.” T6i tré bita sang trén khay, “Mat cau tham quang kia,
lai thitc ca dém ha?”

Tran Twdc van cdi dau, miéng hoi hé ra, nhw thé khong hé nghe thay 15i t6i. Pay la théi
quen, moi lic suy nghi cau ta déu c6 bo dang thé nay. Cau ta con thich giam minh trong
phong t6i, soi dén pin cam cui gidi nhitng bai todn mai mai khong c6 déap an. Toi tién tay
nhat mot to gidy 1én xem, thay trén gidy day nhitng ki hiéu la hoac, y hét ngon ngit cta thé
gidi khac.

“Du sao cau ciing phai an chut gi chi¥? Cai chét cia Cé6 Dwong khong phai 16i cta cau, co ai
ngo dugc chuyén do dau. Toi biét cau thng minh, nhuwng...”

“T6i phai chiu trach nhiém vé cai chét ctia C6 Duwong. Cau ta moi téi dén day dé giap do,
vay ma t6i lai givong mat nhin cau ta chét. La t6i so suat, néu téi tinh tredc dugc thi Co
Duong da chang gap nan...” Tran Twdc ngang 1én nhin t6i, mGi qua mot dém ma rau trén
hai ma cau ta da dam ra 16ém chém.

“Cau la ngwoi chit dau phai than thanh. Lam sao lwong trweéc duge hung tha sé ra tay voi
C6 Duong.”

“T6i khong luong dugc, nhung toan hoc thi c6 thé.” Mat Tran Tudc 16e 1én, “Phép suy dién
thong ké Bayes. Hoi & New Jersey, toi titng dung n6 dé bét tdi pham.”

“Toan hoc khong thé dy doan tét ca hanh vi cia con nguoi...”

“Nhung t6i can tri s6 wdc doan kha nang. Chét tiét, néu c6 may vi tinh thi tot qué, b6t dugc
bao nhiéu thoi gian. Han Téan nay, nguoi My titng dung phép suy dién thong ké Bayes dé
wdc tinh chi s6 nguy hiém cua tdn cong khung bo day. Néu t6i tinh ra dwgc nguai tiép theo
bi tdn cong & day, hoan thanh hé thong Bayes, dic rit dwgc mot danh sach mitc do nguy
hiém, c6 1€ sé ngan dugc vu giét ngwoi hang loat nay. Cé diéu hién gid so liéu qua nhiéu,
toi can thém chit thoi gian.”

“Cau sé mét ma chét cho xem.”

“Tb6i phai ngin hung thd tiép tuc ra tay. A phéi, con ca phong kin nita.” Tran Twdc dot ngot
dit phat day, than tho nhin ra phia treée.
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“Cau phai an méi dugc.” Téi kéo Tran Twdc tdi, an cau ta xudng ghé réi dat do an sang tdi
tan mat.

“La that day, t6i luén cdm thay vu an nay la lung, nhung nhat thdi cling khéng néi duoc la
la & dau...” Tran Twdc lam bam, mat nhin dia do an.

T6i khong mudn lam dit mach suy nghi cia cdu ta nén lui sang mét bén. Trudc lic dén
day, ching t6i da nghe ké vé viéc hung thu bién mat mot cach ki di trong phong kin hai
muoi nam trede, nhung téi khi chinh minh gap phai vu giét nguwdi trong phong kin that, lai
c6 cam giac khac han. Hién tai tinh canh cua chiing t6i vo cung nguy hiém, khong biét ké
tiép hung tha sé nham vao ai. Nhung Tran Twdc duwdng nhu khong hé dé tam, chi cham cha
pha gidi nhitng bi an hung thu dé lai.

Bao gom ca vu viéc giét nguwdi lan nay.

Chung t6i da danh bai su6t chiéu qua, theo tri nhé cua toi thi khong ngwdi nao tach riéng ra
cd. Cling chi c6 t6i va chu Sai, Chiic Lé Han va Pao Chan Khon 1én tang 3 ma thai.

“Anh tdi hién treong véi toi di.”

Tran Tudc chang hé dung tdi bita sang, ditng ddy dinh di ngay, nhwng t6i lai an cau ta
xuong ghé lan nita, “Néu cau khong an nhitng thit nay thi dirng hong roi khéi phong.”

Théy tdi mot muc ép budc, Tran Twdc danh cli dau dn sang. An xong, ciu ta quet miéng
r6i pham pham kéo t6i di. Chiing t6i 1én tang 3, dén phong Co6 Dwong. Thi thé C6 Duong
da dugc Triéu Tha Nhan phu ga givong 1én, gitt nguyén hién trang khi bi hai, ong con chup
nhiéu anh hién treong, dé phong manh mai tiéu bién theo thoi gian.

Phong C6 Duong la phong rong nhat trong dinh thy nay. Thuong ngay cau ta lwdi don dep
nén bén trong kha btra bai, bat ké trén ban, trén giwong hay trén sofa. C6 Dwong méi don
t6i day tr ntra thang trudc, nghe ndi me cau ta kich liét phan d6i nhung cdu quy t& c&
khang khang nén danh nhuwgng bd. Nao ngo lan nay Co6 Dwong di la am dwong cach biét,
xem ra dinh thy Vé Chai diing la dat dit cta gia dinh ho.

“Hang hai 1én nao. Hom nay chuing ta phdi kiém tra ki ti'ng ngéc ngach trong can phong
nay.”

Tran Twdc twoi tinh ndi, xem chirng da quét sach nhitng buon phién ldc trwde. Toi qua quen
v6i kiéu tam trang thay doi xoanh xoach nay cta cau ta réi. Tran Twdc lai quay sang noéi
v6i thi thé Co6 Duong duéi dat.
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“Cau yén tam di, chuyén t6i da nhan 101, nhat dinh sé lam bang dwgc. Chac chan cha cau vo
t0i, nhung t6i van chia xac dinh dugce ké nao la hung tht hai muwoi nam trede. Tuy vay, chi
can tim ra dap an, t6i sé 1ap titc cong bo rong rdi, chitng minh sy trong sach cho cha cau.”

Ké xui xéo la toi danh phai theo cdu ta kiém tra ki can phong, bat dau tr san nha.

Truwdc hét, phai xac dinh phong nay c6 16i thoat nao khac hay khong. Vi tinh chat dac thu
cda dinh thy, c6 kha nang kién tric su da thiét ké duwong ngam. D€ loai triv nghi van ay,
ching t6i da bo ra hét go dén dap roi lai lan tim, mat gan hai tiéng dong ho mai gat bo duoc
gia thuyét vé duong ngam. Khong c6 dwong ngam, can phong nay kin nhuw bung, chang ro
hung tha dot nhap bang cach nao.

Chung t6i lai nhin vé phia ctra s6 cai chot trong.

Nhw da néi & trén, trong phong Co6 Dwong c6 bon 6 ctra s6, gom mot ctta s6 cham san va ba
ctta s6 thwong. Canh ctra 1am bang hgp kim nhom, mé tir trong ra, dung loai khéa cai thong
thuong, xoay tay cam la khéa dwgc, riéng cira s6 cham dat thi da dugc gan c6 dinh, khong
thé mé. Toi da tht dung day budc mdot dau tay cam roi chay ra ngoai xem c6 thé khéa tw
bén ngoai khong, nhung khac vdi tiéu thuyét trinh tham, cach nay kho thanh cong, day
khong tudt thi dit, khong lam sao khda ctra s6 tir bén ngoai dwgc. Vay la hwdng nay tac ti.

Ching t6i tiép tuc mo mam tim dap an. Chi con lai sgi xich cai cita, cling la hi vong cudi
cung cua chung toi.

“Toi ting doc thdy mdt tinh tiét twong tu trong truyén trinh tham, dai loai thé nay: That ra
xich khoéa phong da dut tr treede, chang qua hung tha dung day thép budc lai. Day thép kha
manh, rat kh6 phat hién nén khi moi ngudi xong vao khong ai dé y. Luc bdy gid, han méi
thong tha gidu day thép di, tha tiéu chitng c¢4.” T6i trinh bay cach nghi cia minh.

“Cach nay hoi khé. T6i nh¢ minh da x6 ctra rat manh, néu xich cai dwgc budc bang day
thép thi nhat dinh sgi thép phai bién dang, doi trudng Triéu ditng chan & ctra sé phat hién ra
ngay. Ké ca khong phat hién thi ltic dung kim cong luc cat xich ciing sé trong thay. Hon
nita, manh nay qua mao hiém, kha nang thanh cong lai thdp. Hung tha han khéng liéu linh
thé dau.”

“Vay c6 khi nao hung tht ditng ngoai ctra, duing nam cham diéu khién cho sgi xich méc
vao khoa khong?”

“Han Tan a, tri twdng twong cta anh cang lic cang phong phu day, th nhin d6 day canh
cira xem... Xin 16i, anh doan sai r6i.”
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“Khoé qua di mat, tai sao hung thu phai mat cong tao ra mot can phong kin thé nay?” Toi
chan nan thot Ién.

“Han muon hdy hoai y chi ctia tit ca ching ta.” Tran Tuwdc so lén 16p son dé lom trén
twong, “Néu chi la mét vu sat nhan binh thwong thi ching ta sé khong cam thdy bi quan,
nhung véi mot vu &n ma sitc nguwdi kho thye hién, at han ching ta sé quy tat ca nhitng dau
hiéu ki bi khong thé giai thich bang khoa hoc dy cho ma quy. Thit nghi xem, con ngudi lam
sao doi choi dugc véi ma quy chi? C& thé, moi ngudi sé bat lyc, cam xtc tiéu cyc tang vot,
roi dan tGi chan nan, buén ba, dau long, oan trach, cudi cung buéng xudi, mac cho ké khac
diéu khién. Giét ngwoi trong phong kin chinh la mdt hanh vi uy hiép.”

“Tran Twdc...” T6i budc l1én mot budc.
“Ma t6i ghét bi uy hiép.” Tran Twdc tiép 10i.

Phong Chiic Lé Han va phong Vuwong Phwong & sat vach, thiét ké giong nhau, kich thuéc
cling twong tw. Mat twong bén phdi treo mot chiéc dong ho tuyét dep, ria kham thach anh
tim. Gidy dan twong twong doi mdi, c6 1é da tinh sé c6 khach nghi lai nén md6t phan phong
oc trong dinh thy van dwoc trung tu dep dé.

T6i va Tran Twdc sang phong Chiic Lé Han ciing la c6 nguyén do. Mot trong cac nguyén
do la nham diéu tra vu bién mat trong phong kin hai muwoi nam truéc.

Theo 16i Triéu Thu Nhan, lic dudi theo C6 Vinh Huy dén day, 6ng ta da tan mat chirng
kién C6 Vinh Huy chay vao trong khéa trai ctra lai. Triéu Tha Nhan ditng ngoai khong roi
ntta buvdc nhung C6 Vinh Huy da bién mat chi trong may phut ngan ngai treedc khi doi canh
sat chay 1én pha ctta x0ng vao. Ctta sO phong md toang, nén tuyét bén duwdi khong hé co
dau chan, huéng ho can phong & tang 3, du mat dat dang phu tuyét day nhwng nhdy thang
xuong kho long tranh khéi chan thuwong.

bugc sy dong y cua Chic Lé Han, ching t6i quyét dinh tam gac lai céi chét cia Co Duong,
t6i phong co xem xét trude da.

“MGt canh sat hinh sy ldo luyén tirng noi, hién treong phéi xem du tram lan. Lic dy t6i con
coi thwong, nhung gio nghi lai méi thdy c6 ly. Mai lan xem sé c¢6 cam nhan khac nhau.”
Tran Twdc nam bo ra bau cira nhin xa xam.

T6i phat hién bau cira s6 phong Chic Lé Han kha cao, it nhat ciing phai 1m40, ngang nguc
Tran Twdc. Néu la nguoi hoi thap, e rang sé khong thé nhin dwgc phong canh bén ngoai. Tw
duy thiét ké ctia kién tric sw nha nay ké cling that kho hiéu.
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Bén ngoai van mua x0i xa.

Tuy la cung mot can nhung cau tric phong da khac han hai mwoi nam tredc. Vao nam
1994, gian nay bé trong, khong cé nhiéu vat dung va do trang tri nhw bay gid. To6i co thé
twdng twgng dugce sy kinh ngac cua ddi canh sat khi xong vao day. Khong c6 cho an nép,
vay ma mot nguwdi song so so lai bién mat, chang khac nao chitng kién mot man &o thuat.
Ho chi biét ditng duc ra, trgn mat dén rach khée ma nhin 6 cita m@ toang, gié thong thoc
ltia vao.

“Hay la dich chuyén titc thgi? Dung y niém di dén bat cit dau trén thé gigi?” To6i bao Tran
Tudc.

“Einstein cling tirng dé ra ly ludn d6, héa giai vat thé thanh nang lwgng roi dwa t6i mot noi
that xa, sau dé khoi phuc tir nang lwgng thanh vat thé. Nhung vat thé c6 thé thwe hién qua
trinh truyén lwong t nhw thé w? Hinh thdi chwa biét cua lwgng ti khé nhan ban chinh x4c,
ma vat thé vi mo lai do v6 s6 nguyén ti¢ hgp thanh, hinh thai cia méi nguyén t cling
khong thé nhan ban chinh xac. Véi trinh d6 khoa hoc ki thuat hién thoi, chi cé thé dirng lai
¢ mitc truyén lwgng tit an hinh ma théi, néu muodn di chuyén mot nguwdi song, e rang con xa

»

lam.
“Pung la ki qudc...”
“Pugc roi, ching ta bat dau di.” Tran Twdc quay nguwoi phui tay roi giuc.
“Ha? Bat dau gi co?”

“T6i dinh thtt xem c6 thé tron ra theo ctra s6 nay khong.” Tran Tuwdc vira néi vira cdi 4o
ngoai, “Han Tan, anh gitp t6i dwgc chi?”

“G1 co?”

“Tim cho t6i mot cai do mwa. Lat nita téi dinh nhdy ra ctra s6, nhwng khong muon w6t nhw
chuot 16t.”

T6i nhanh nhau chay di tim chu Sai, hoi xem trong nha c6 tdim do mwa nao mugn dung tam
duoc khong. Nghe bao phai tim thit trong phong chiva do ¢ tang 1, t6i lai chay xudng, luc ra
dwgc hai chiéc 4o mwa mong trong ngan tu cli. Co6 diéu, ca hai cai déu rong thung thinh, t6i
ben lay cai nho hon mang 1én.

Ao mua van hoi rong so véi Tran Tuwéc, cau ta cao hon 1m80 ma 4o van dai dén gan mét
ca, lung thung trén nguwdi. Nhung cau ta chang dé tam, nho toi tim sgi day thirng, mot dau
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budc vao that lung cau ta, mot dau budc vao cot nha. Chuan bi xong xu6i, Tran Tudc xoay
nguwoi tréo 1én ctra so, ca ngwoi treo 1o Ittng bén ngoai khién t6i nhin ma phat khiép.

Thoat tién, cau ta dinh bAm vao mai hién phia trén ctra so, tiéc rang khoang cach qua xa, du
canh tay c6 dai thém mot mét clting khong vdéi tdi. Phia trén 6 ctta s6 ¢6 hang gach den 16i
ra nhung lai tron trwgt, mdy lan dinh bam vao déu that bai, con mat thoi gian. Tran Tudc
choang 4o mua bi bitc, chang mady choc da dam dia mo hoi. Cau ta bAm mét tay vao khung
clra s6, ca nguoi lac lw nhw qua lac dong hé. Mua trut ao ao xudng than thé Tran Twdc, toi
chi sg cdu ta say tay roi ti tang 3 xuong thi khong chét cling trong thwong. Lat sau, Tran
Tuwéc da tham mét bén dat chan 1én bau cira tam nghi, lac dau bao t6i, “Khong dugc, khong
thé bo 1én mai nha, cling khé ma bam duwgc vao mai hién. Ké cad bam duoc thi t6i thay cling
khong 1dy gi lam chéc chan, khéo ca ngwoi lan ng6i lai roi xuéng ciing nén. Chiing ta thi
v6i bau cita hai bén di.” To6i gat dau.

Bén phai tuy c6 cira s6, nhung lai 16i ra so véi ctta s6 phong Chiic Lé Han, khong thé tréo
qua. Bén trai la phong Vwong Phuong. Tran Twdc day cita s6, baAm vao mép duwdi khung
clra, tay kia v@i sang ctra s6 phong Vwong Phuwong, tiéc rang con cach qua xa. Toi chi s¢
ban 1€ ctra s6 long ra, cau ta sé roi thang xuéng dwdi. Bay gio, cau ta lai bao, “Anh mé ctta
s0 bén chi Vuong ra, nhw thé khodng cach hai bén sé thu hep lai. T6i bam canh ctra bén
nay, thit xem c6 v@i dwgc dén canh cira bén ay khong.” Thdy y kién khong té, toi 1ap tirc
chay sang phong Vuwong Phuwong, m@ cira s6 ra, ddy m& canh cita ra sat twong vé phia
phong Chtic Lé Han. Tu thé Itc bay gid cua Tran Tuwdc hét sitc nguy hiém, hai chan lo lttng
trén khong, chi c6 hai tay deo giit than minh. May ma ctta s6 ciing vitng chac, chiu dugc
trong lwgng cua cau ta, cho ban 1é khong cé dau hiéu long nitt hay hong héc.

Tran Tuwdc doc toan lyc nhwng van cong coc, khong thé bam vao canh cira bén kia. Du dau
ngon tay da gan cham dén mép ctra, nhung than hinh lac lv chao ddo khién cau ta khong
dung stc noi.

Tréo trd vao phong Chic Lé Han r6i, Tran Tuwdc cdi phang do mwa, nha t6i cat lai phong
chira do. Cau ta c6 vé rau ri. Thi nghiém cho thdy kha nang C6 Vinh Huy tréo ctta s6 bo
tron la khong thé, phai suy xét lai tiv dau.

Tran Tuwdc dung khan gidy lau m6 hoi r6i mac lai do ngoai.

Ca dém khong ngu, lai vat va leo 1én tréo xudng, sttc chiu dwng cua cau ta da dén gigi han.
Thinh thodng cdu ta ngap sai quai ham, mat miii 10’ dd. Tré vé phong, chang doi t6i héi han,
cdu ta da nam lan ra givong, chi hai phut sau la ngdy pho pho. Thay thé, t6i lang lang di ra,
khé khang cai ctta lai.
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T6i tré vé phong, sap xép lai nhitng su kién xdy ra mdy ngay nay.

Thit Sau ngay 15 thang Tam, t6i va Tran Tuwéc dén dinh thy V6 Chai, ciing di con c6 bac si
tam than Pao Chan Khon. Bay gio, trong dinh thy c6 chi nhan C6 Dwong, nha tam ly hoc
t0i pham Vwong Phuong, do thudt gia Chu Kién Binh, nha vat ly Trinh Hoc Hong, va Chtic
Lé Han ban gai Cé Dwong — nhung ltic ay c6 dang nghi ngoi trén lau. Nta dém hom do,
canh sat Triéu Tha Nhan tim t6i, tong cong la chin nguwdi. Triéu Tha Nhan thuat lai nhitng
gi minh chitng kién hai muwoi nam trudc, sau dé giao ho so va bién ban hién treong cho
Tran Tuwdc, hen cau ta phé an trong vong ba ngay.

Thit Bay ngay 16 thang Tam, t6i va Tran Twdc suc sao tra xét khap noi trong dinh thy, con
dén ca nha phy, hi vong tim duwgc chiat it manh moéi vé vu an giét nguwdi hai mwoi nam
tredc; Co Duong md cudc hop trong phong dé thao luan vé vu an, két qua moi nguwoi cai
nhau gay gat r6i giai tan; chiing t6i ngoi duwdi phong khach danh bai ca chiéu, mai dén tdi,
toi m@i cung chu Sai 1én gac goi C6 Dwong nhung khong duge, may tiéng sau Chiic Lé
Han va Pao Chan Khon lai 1én lau, phat hién c¢6 chuyén khong 6n, ctra bi gai xich khong
thé vao, cudi cung Triéu Tha Nhan phai dung kim sat bdm xich ra, cdnh C6 Dwong nam
trong viing mau hién 1én tredc mat moi nguoi; Tran Twdc tuyén bé mot ngay sau sé pha an.

Cha nhat ngay 17 thang Téam, t¢c hém nay. T6i cung Tran Twdc tra xét hién tredng sat
nhan tai phong C6 Duong, roi lai diéu tra vu bién mat nam xwa & phong Chic Lé Han. Toi
nham tinh, tw khi téi dén gio méi hai ngay, vdy ma cam giac nhw 1au lam r6i. Néu cha Sai
khong nham lich thi xe chd vat dung sinh hoat va thitc dan sé ghé lai vao sang ngay 19.
Ching t6i con phai chong chiu nguyén mot ngay nita.
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Chuong 5

The Treasure Hunt .,

[1] Sdn tim kho bdu
“Giét nguoi trong phong kin...” Chu Kién Binh nhiu chat may, miéng 1am bam gi d6.

Triéu Tha Nhan chdam mot diéu thudc, ngan ngam, “Coi nhu ca doi téi do hét vao dinh thy
nay roi.”

Budi chiéu, trir Tran Tuwdc da mét nhoai va Chic Lé Han chwa ngu6i dau dén, nhitng nguoi
khac déu tap trung tai phong khach, ngoi quay quanh ban tra, th¥ phan tich vu 4n caa Co
Duwong. Vi tu cach nguoi trong nganh, Vwong Phuong cling dwa ra quan diém cia minh
nhung manh mai & hién treong c6 han, khong thé phuc dung chan dung tam ly t6i pham.
Moi nguoi thdo luan sudt nira ngay trdi, mat bao nhiéu hoi sic, cu6i cung van chang thu
hoach duwoc gi.

T6i bén dé xuat nén bat tay diéu tra tt vu giét ngwoi phong kin, biét dau pha giai dugc bi
an, lai bat dugc hung thu.

“Giét nguoi trong phong kin la mot mo tip phé bién, tuy khéng may khi xdy ra ngoai doi,
nhung hay gdp & tiéu thuyét trinh tham c6 dién.”

“Y cau 13, c6 thé hung tht da phéng theo tinh tiét trong truyén trinh tham, dwa vao thi phap
gdy an trong sach dé giét nguoi u?” Vuong Phuong hoi.

“C6 thé.” Toi git dau.

“Pa vay, cau thit so sanh, doi chiéu ti mi tha phap trong tiéu thuyét v4i vu giét nguoi lan
nay xem nao? Thay Trinh thay sao?”

Trinh Hoc Hong cam tach ca phé 1én nhap mot ngum, “T6i chi quen nghién citu khoa hoc
binh thwdng, vé linh viee pha an, van nén hoi anh Triéu thi hon.”

Triéu Tha Nhan bat tréo chan, xoe hai tay dap, “Toi khong cé y kién. Gid cling chang c6
manh mai gi, chi bang c& nghe thir da. Tiéu Han noi di.”

T6i hit sdu mot hgi, hang giong, nhw sap dién thuyét.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Nha van trinh tham lttng danh nguwoi My John Dickson Carr titng mugn 10i nhan vat trong
tac pham noi tiéng Ba co6 quan tai” dé thuyét giang vé phong kin, phan tich may loai
thuong gap trong quy cach giét ngudi & phong kin. Xem xét cac loai nay, c6 thé sé pha giai
duwgc cach thite gdy an vu C6 Duong. Tiép theo day, toi sé liét ké cac tha phap pham toi
tirng dwgc John Dickson Carr nhac dén, ap thtr ching vao céi chét cia Co6 Duong xem c6
tim ra hwéng dot pha nao khong.”

[2] Tén tam dich tir The Three Coffins.
“Veé ban chat thi n6 cting chang khac gi do thuat ca.” Triéu Thu Nhan b6 sung.

“Khong sai, cach giét ngwoi trong truyén trinh tham thye chat chinh la do thuat, nhung do
thuat thong thwong dem lai niém vui, con phwong phap giét ngwoi thi lam hai xa hoi.”

“Cau mau bat dau di.” Pao Chan Khon nhwéng may, khé dang hang may tiéng.
T6i bat dau:

“Truwong hgp thit nhat, diy khong phai muwu sat, chi la mét chudi nhitng tring hgp tinh co
dan dén sy viéc ngoai y mudn giong nhu muwu sat ma thoi. Trong truyén trinh tham thvong
c6 tinh tiét bj thwong trong phong r6i chét chang han. Nhung trudng hgp do khong phu hgp
v6i vu nay, ro rang C6 Duong bi vat nhon sat hai, hon nita, vi tri vét thwong cling khong thé
do cau ay tv gy ra.

“Chung ta tiép tuc xét dén trwong hgp thit hai la muwu sat, nhwng nan nhan bi bude phai ty
giét minh, hodc 16 mac vao céi bay chét nguwgi. Chuyén nay hay gap & nhitng ng6i nha bi
don c6 ma am, diéu kién can la tam ly nan nhan khong vitng vang, dé dang than hon nat
than tinh, dé hung thu lgi dung. Hung tha sé doa cho ngudi bi hai hot hodng bé chay, dién
cuong ty dam dau vao twong cho t6i chét. Khong ban dén tinh tinh C6 Dwong, chi xét vi tri
bi thwwong cling biét khong phai tw sat, nén treong hgp nay chung ta ciing bé qua.

“Truwong hgp thit ba, day la mot vu muu sat véi phwong phap la st dung cai bay da giang
san trong phong, hon nita cai bay nay phai dwgc gidu tai mot vi tri trong qua c6 vé vo hai
gitta dam do noi that, kho phat hién. Thong thuong, nan nhan sé vo tinh cham phai nén bay
tw dong bat ra. Treong hop nay hay gap trong tiéu thuyét trinh tham c6 dién nhung tinh (ng
dung thap. Chung t6i da luc soat ki lwdng phong C6 Dwong, khong hé phat hién thi gi
giong bay cd, ngay ca nhitng cai bay titc cwdi nhw dan trong dién thoai, kim doc trong dan
piano, dém giwong téa ra hoi ngat, stiing giau trong khoi bang ciing khong thdy. Truwong hop
nay co thé loai tru.
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“Th tw, day la mot vu ty sat nhuwng c6 tinh sap dat cho giong vaéi bi muu sat. Liéu c6 kha
nang nay khong? Trir phi C6 Dwong mudn vu va cho ai dé trong sé chiing ta. Ma cho du 1a
vay thi cau ta phai lam thé nao day? Lam sao c6 thé ty thwe hién mot dong tac khé nhw cam
dao vao gay minh dwgc? Tai hién treong khong hé c6 cong cu ho trg cdu ta hoan thanh
dong tac dy, nén c6 thé loai trir kha nang nay.

“Th nam, day la muu sat, hung thu da khéo 1éo 1gi dung nhan thic sai 1éch ctia moi nguoi,
két hop vai thuat cai trang dé gay an. Day la cadch ngu ngdc nhat, nan nhan da chét, con mot
nguoi khac cai trang thanh nan nhan xuat hién tredc mdt moi nguwdi. Cach nay cé thé coi la
phong kin vé mat thoi gian, tam thoi khong ban dén.

“Truong hop thit sau la mwu séat, hung thi ra tay tir bén ngoai nhwng nhin lai nhw giét nguoi
ngay trong phong. That ra v6i vu nay, day la truong hop c6 kha nang xdy ra nhat. Du sao
ctta phong ciling khong khoa kin, chi cai xich, dé 16 ra mot khe hé chirng 5-8 cm. Nhung
ngoai tri téi, chu Sai, c6 Chic va bac si Pao thi khong ai lai gan gian phong nay ca. Hon
nita, moi lan chung t6i 1én day déu c6 hai ngudi, c6 thé giam thi lan nhau, khong ai c6 co
hoi ra tay. Huong ho, du c6 dong pham gitip thuc hién hanh vi giét nguwdi qua khe ctra thi
anh Triéu ciing da dwa ly 1é bac bé ngay tr dau réi d6. Néu hung khi dam vao C6 Dwong tw
phia treéc mat con cé thé ly giai, chit dam tir dang sau thi khong hgp logic. Cach nay ciing
bi loai trur.

“Treong hgp thit bay 1a muu sat, nhung cach thic thye hién kha dac biét, hung tha budc
vao phong mdi ra tay. Cach nay hét stc liéu linh, 1gi dung diém mu trong tam ly dé moi
nguoi so y bé qua. Chung ta hay thtr hoi twdng lai tinh canh khi phat hién C6 Duong bi sat
hai. Ctta vira bi x6 ra da thdy C6 Duwong nam sidp duwdi san, bay gid hung khi da & trén
nguwoi cau dy, hon nita khap nén nha day mau, khé ma nguy tao dugc. Theo tredng hop nay
thi nguwdi dau tién phat hién nan nhan sé 1a hung tha, nhung khong thé 4p dung vao vu an
cta C6 Dwong nén ciing loai tri. Trén day la vai mo tip gdy an trong phong kin dién hinh, e
rang ching ta khong thé ap dung ly luan phong kin caa Carr dugc r6i.”

“C6 khi nao hung thu gid tro trén xich cai ctta khong?” Pao Chan Khon trgn mat hoi.

“T6i va Tran Twdc ting thdo ludn vé chuyén nay, nhung cam thay do kho cao. Xich &
phong C6 Duwong tuy chang cé gi dac biét nhung cling khong dé ma tir bén ngoai. Chiing
toi tinh cd dén kha nang dung keo dan kinh hodc day thép néi sgi xich da dit tir trudc,
nhung khong phu hgp véi tinh hinh Itic d6. Céac vi nén nhg, anh Triéu phdi dung kim sat
madi m@ duwgc cita, sau dé ching t6i da kiém tra, trir chd bi kim cét ra, xich cai van nguyén

»

ven.

No6i mot thoi mot hoi nhw thé, t6i thay kho ca hong bén cam c6c nwdc 1én trng we udng can.
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“Noi di néi lai, van khéng biét hung thi lam thé nao.” Pao Chan Khon buc boi.
“Chang phai dang thao luan day u?” Vwong Phuong xoa diu.

“Co6 gi ma thao luan? Bgi canh sat dén, giai tat ca chung ta di tham van, ham doa may dém
1a hung tht khai ra ngay.” BPao Chan Khoén cudi khay.

“Chi e chwa dgi dugc canh sat tdi, ching ta da bi hung tha giét ca ro6i.” Chu Kién Binh sam
mat, n6i bang giong khan khan.

“Dung no6i gb.” Veong Phuong lvom Chu Kién Binh, “Du hung thu an nép trong chung ta
thi cling chi c6 sttc mot ngwoi, chiing ta dong thé nay, c6 gang dirng hanh dong mot minh,
han ciing khé ma sat hai dwgc.”

Chu Kién Binh cwdi nhat, “Tén hung tht nay la ngwdi hay quy con chwa biét dau.”
“Anh la do thuat gia ma ciing n6i thé a?” T6i biwc minh quay sang trach 6ng ta.

“Htt, cau twdng ao thuat va giét nguwoi giong nhau sao? T6i néi vdi cau thé nay nhé, trong
ao thuat c6 nhiéu man bién mat trong phong kin, nhung lam gi c6 man nao nhw vu an nay.
Tha h6 cho cac cau kiém tra dao cu ddy. Thong thwong, ching t6i khong duc 16 dwdi day
hom thi ciing lgi dung dao cu dé danh lac hwéng, chi can nguwdi xem buéc 1én khan dai la
nhin ra manh khée ngay. Néu bi nhot vao phong kin thuc sy thi du Houdini” song lai ciing
khong thé thoat dugc, xét cho cung thi do thuat chi don gian la danh ltra mat nhin thoi.” Noéi
r6i, Chu Kién Binh ditng day khoi sofa, xem ra khong mudn thao ludn nira.

[3] Ao thudt gia nguoi My géc Hungary Harry Houdini dugc ménh danh la nha do thudt lirng danh thé gidi dau thé ki 20
béi nhitng biét tai it ai sanh kip, nhdt la do thudt trén thodt, tw cdi tréi hay thodt hiém. Cdnh ctra thit 4, IPM sudt ban
1/2016, ciing da tirng nhac den.

“T6i khong muon ngoi chd chét.” T6i bao Chu Kién Binh, “Chung ta phai gianh thé cha
dong.”

Chu Kién Binh khinh khinh nhin t6i, “Mu6n chai tro pha an thi cac vi ¢ viéc choi véi
nhau, t6i khong roi hoi. Xin 16i nhé.”

Ditt 101, 6ng ta sai bwdc di thang 1én lau, dé lai may ngwdi bon t6i ngoi tro ra.

Chd Sai pha mét binh tra, thay ching t6i im lang thi kiém 10i an i, “Ngay 19 xe ché thyc
pham sé dén, chirng d6 céac vi c6 thé roi khoi day. Theo t6i thdy, c6 1€ mwa khong con lau
nita dau.” Vira rét tra cho chiing t6i, chd vira néi, “A phai, t6i nay cac vi muén &n gi? Trong
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ta lanh con it hai san ddy?” T6i bén bao chi lam mén gi ciing dugc, khong can bay vé cau
ki nhu lic tredce, vat va thém ra. Nhung chd Sai chi lac dau dap khong sao, roi xudng bép
rtra ca tom.

Pao Chan Khon ciing ngdp dai, than mét, n6i mudn lén lau ngd lvng va di mat. Phong
khach chi con lai t6i, Vwong Phuong, Triéu Thi Nhan va Trinh Hoc Hong.

“Ho da khong muon thdo luén thi thoi, ching ta ci¢ tiép tuc.” Gido suw Trinh day tach ca phé
sang bén canh, cam coc tra chu Sai mdi rét h¢p mot ngum.

“T6i mudn nghe y kién cia c6 Vwong.” Triéu Tha Nhan 1én tiéng, “Du vu lan nay khéng
phai giét nguwoi hang loat, nhung chwa chac da khong lién quan t6i vu an hai mwoi nam
trvdc. La nha tdm ly hoc toi pham, khong biét c6 Vwong nhin nhan vu nay ra sao? Trong
nwéc ta c6 vu an nao twong tw dé tham khao khong?”

Vuwong Phuong thé dai, “Néu anh héi toi tredc day da bao gid gap phai vu an thé nay chua,
thi dang tiéc, day la lan dau. Cé 1€ hung thu vu giét nguoi hang loat nam xwa khong phai
C6 Vinh Huy ma la mot trong mdy ngudi con lai, tiéc rang ho déu da qua doi ca roi, Béi
thé, t6i cho rang vu lan nay la &n mo6 phéng. Chung ta gia dinh rang han sé tiép tuc gay an,
hon nita han cé thé la tén giét nguwdi hang loat tiém nang. Néu phan tich theo huéng nay thi
toi muon ndi ki hon mot chit vé dinh nghia giét ngwoi hang loat. C6 1& doi trwdng Triéu
chang la gi nhitng ca nay, nhung thay Trinh va Tiéu Han thi it c6 dip tiép xic.”

Toi gt dau.

Vuwong Phuong lai no6i tiép, “Thong thwong, ké giét ngudi hang loat gdy an vi mudn théa
man tam ly, chit khong phai vi 1gi ich vat chat hay c6 muc tiéu chién lwge gi. Ching thuong
giét nguwoi cho vui, giét ngudi vi hwng phan hodc ham muon kiém soat... Nhung & treong
hop nay, cling c6 thé la dé bao thu.”

“Bdo thu? Giét hét nhitng ai & V6 Chai dé bao thu ha?”

“Khong.” Vuwong Phuong lac dau, “Co thé han chi nubi &c y vdi chi nhan dinh thy, Co
Vinh Huy ma thoi.”

“That dang ti€c, chan dung tam ly t6i pham ciing c6 han ché.” Vwong Phuong tiép tuc.
“Gitra nhitng nam 1990, Bo Noi vu Anh da khédo sat 184 vu an, chi c6 nam vu pha dwgc
nho khdc hoa tdm ly, chiém ty 1& 2%. Truwéc hét, ching ta phai xét xem hung tht roi vao
dang ‘c6 ké hoach’ hay ‘nhat thai kich dong’. Hung thu ‘cé ké hoach’ thuwong cé 1Q cao,
gdy an hét sirc than trong, trong mat nhitng ngwdi xung quanh, ké nhw vay thuong than
thién, nhiéu ban be, c6 nghé nghiép 6n dinh, tham chi cé cd gia dinh, khong ai nghi ngo
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ngwoi nhw vay ca. Nhung hung tha ‘nhat thoi kich dong’ lai khong suy xét nhiéu dén thé.
Ching sé xao tung hién trwong lén, da sb co6 tién st bénh tam than, dong co gdy an nghiéng
vé gidi phong than thé mot cach cuc doan, bao lyc tinh duc hodac nham théa man mot ao
giac nao do. Loai khién cac nha tam 1y hoc t6i pham dau dau nhat la loai ‘hoén hgp’, chiing
sé thé hién dic diém cta ca hai loai trén day, vi nhu tén giét ngwdi hang loat Jeffrey
Dahmer. Han da chat xac nan nhan, wép lanh cac bd phan, thit khoan vao so thi thé dé xem
phan &ng, tham chi con an thit bon ho...”

T6i xen vao, “Trong vu nay, hung tha c6 y rach 16p xe, cat ditt hé thong mang va dién thoai,
lai 1gi dung moi lién hé roi rac gitta Vé Chai véi méi treong bén ngoai dé gilt chan tét ca
ching ta lai day, ro rang da bay san ké hoach. Néu néi vu an hai mwoi nam trede la do Co6
Vinh Huy nhat thai kich dong...”

“That ra, t6i khong nghi C6 Vinh Huy la hung thd. Vu 4n nam xwa c6 qua nhiéu nghi van,
néu chi quy vé nguyén nhan C6 Vinh Huy tam than bat 6n thi khong théa dang.” Vuong
Phuong than trong nhan xét.

Trinh Hoc Hong im lang, dwong nhw khong phu nhan, nhung ciing khong tan thanh.

“T6i phai thira nhan minh chwa bao gio gap vu an nao gom tat ca lai mét noi roi dat ho
trvdc kha nang bi tan sat thé nay. Chuyén nhw vay thuong chi xdy ra trong tiéu thuyét, &
mot chon biét 1ap hoan toan, chit &p dung vao doi thuce thi khong sang suét lam. Trudc hét,
sé co nhiéu viéc xay ra ngoai tam kiém soat. Gio' chi can mot dam ngudi tinh co ghé vao
day, c6 xe, c6 phuwong phap khac dé lién lac v6i canh sat thi tdt ca moi bay rap hung tha day
cong bay bién déu sé dé xuong song xuéng bién. Qua nhiéu yéu t6 khong chac chan. Néu la
ké giét nguwdi binh thuwong, hdan nén nghi cach dé thoat khéi lwdi canh sat hon la sap dat mot
vu giét ngwoi kiéu phim anh.” Vwong Phwong két luan.

Tw nhitng phan tich caa chi ta, da thay du la nha tam ly hoc t6i pham day kinh nghiém,
tirng xudt ban hang dong sach chuyén dé, nhung thiéu tién 1é tham khao cho nhitng vu 4n
cu thé thi cling khé ma tién hanh phan tich.

V@i vu an giét ngwoi trong phong kin nay, dirng n6i Vuong Phuwong, ma ngay doi trudng
Triéu cling chi nghe chit chwa tirng tiép xtc.

Trinh Hoc Hong lai té ra hitng thu véi phong kin, thay nhan xét, “Theo ly thuyét thi viéc
hung tht bién mat trong phong kin ciing khong phai la khéng thé néu biét van dung thuat
tang hinh, thuat di xuyén twong hodc dich chuyén tirc thoi. Xét vé mat vat ly, ba cach trén
day déu thyc hién dugc, trong do, cach gan giii véi cudc song nhat, hon nita ciing cé hi
vong duwgc phat minh nhat chinh la thuat tang hinh. Theo nguyén ly vat ly, trong pham vi
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mat thwong nhin thay dugce, hiéu qua cia hé thong quan sat duge quyét dinh béi do sang,
mau sac va su chuyén dong gitta muc tiéu va phong nén. Ba thit nay la dac trung so sanh
tham so6 thong tin thi giac, trong d6 do sang giita muc tiéu va phong nén la quan trong nhat.
Néu c6 chénh 1éch giira két cau va do sang phan xa mat ngoai cia muc tiéu, ltra va khéi boc
1én tir cira xa khoi ctia dong co, anh dén va dén chiéu sang vdi do sang ctia phong nén 16n,
thi dé bi phat hién...”

Kho than to6i dot nat, bai thuyét giang nay cda thay Trinh, t6i khong hiéu néi dén maot phan
mudi, nén khong sao ghi nhé day du dwgc. Chi biét nom na, tuy veé 1y luan thi c6 thé nhung
trén thuc té thi khong thé. Bai vay, thay Trinh tha cho rdng hung tha dung cach gi d6 che
mat moi nguoi chit khong dong tinh vdi kha nang hung thu da ché ra mot thiét bi cong nghé
cao khién ngudi ta bién mat. Toan la chuyén nham nhi.

Chiing t6i thao ludn héi 1au van khong thu duwgc két qua gi, danh giai tan. Moi ngudi hen
nhau 5 gio chiéu tiép tuc tap trung & phong an cung dung bita t6i. Trwdc khi 1én géc, téi con
xuong bép cam on chd Sai da cham séc ching t6i. Du sao C6 Dwong ciing da chét, chu Sai
khong can phéi phuc vu nita, hoan toan c6 thé chi lo than minh. Tinh tinh chud chét phéc,
thdy t6i cdm on thi xtic dong 1am, néu khéng phai dang boc vo tdm, tay day mui tanh thi
hdn da nam chdt tay toi roi.

TGi tré vé phong, nghe thay tiéng ngdy ctia Tran Tudc & phong bén thi biét cau ta van chua
day, bén md tii du lich ra, tim mdy cudn sach dem theo r6i nam xudng giwong doc.

Chirng hon mwoi phut sau, chot c6 tiéng go cita.
Toi canh giac ngay.

Pang giai doan bat 6n, moi viéc déu phdai can than, n6i khéng chitng vira m@ ctta ra da
hitng ngay mot nhat dao vao gitta mat. Nghi thé, t6i bén dat nhe cudn sach xuéng giwong,
rén rén di dén gan ctra hoi khé, “Ai day?”

“Toi day.” Giong Chuc Lé Han.
“Cé viéc gi u?”

Chic Lé Han ngoai ctrta khong dap, c6 1é dang phan van khong biét phai ndi gi. Nhan ra
ding néi chuyén qua canh ctra thé nay c6 phan bat lich sy, nhat la ¢ thoi diém hién tai, c@
nhv dang dé phong c6 vay, toi bén mé ctra ra.

Chic Lé Han ditng do, dau cudi gam roi bat chgt ngwdc nhin toi, dang vé toi nghiép.
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“Co viéc gi a?”
T6i On ton hai lai lan nita. Lan nay t6i gang cao giong maét chut, nghe cho c6 tinh than hon.

Chic Lé Han van cui dau, tan ngan hoi lau méi thét ra, “Anh ¢6 thé cung t6i ra ngoai di
dao mot vong khong? Bi mot minh toi hoi sg.”

That khé miéu td cam giac cta toi lic ay, vira to mo lai vira ngac nhién.
“Ngoai troi dang mua to, di ra e khong tién, co khong ngai chit?”

“A, t6i chi muén di loanh quanh mét 14t thoi. Néu anh Han ngai mua thi thdi vay, tdi di mot
minh cling duwgc.”

“Khong khong, toi san sang ma.”
“DIIGC.”

Hai ching t6i xu6ng lau, moi nguwdi cam mot chiéc 6 réi bao cho chid Sai mot tiéng. Chu
cling chi dan ching t6i hét sitc can than, khong duwgc di qua xa 16i mon kéo lac. Khu vurc
nay toan la cay c6i ram rit, canh vat xung quanh c na na nhau, dé di lac. T6i lu6n miéng
vang da, r6i m@ ctta dinh thy Vo Chai.

Ke tir khi ddt chan dén vao ngay 15, hom nay la lan dau tién t6i ra khdi nha.

Bén ngoai mwa nhuw trit nuwdc, ao at do xuéng mat dat, nhiéu cho da ing nang. Toi va Chiic
Lé Han xoe 0 di ra khoi vuon hoa, t6i mot khoanh rieng. Toi chi nghe nguoi ta noi di dao
trong mua bui, chi chwa thay ai tdn b dwéi mwa rao bao gid. Sanh vai bén Chiic Lé Han
cling khong hé c6 cam giac lang man. C6 hai nguyén nhan, mét la nguwdi yéu ¢ va ban toi
vilra qua doi, du la ai cling khong vui 1én noi; hai la mwa qua to, gié quat nuwdc tat, xung
quanh toan la tap am.

Mua ran rat, tuy c6 che 6 nhing 6ng quan t6i van wét siing, dinh bét vao chan rat kho chiu.
Chuc Lé Han mdc quan sod6c di dép tong nén khong cé gi dang ngai.

“That phién anh Han qua.” Chdc Lé Han dot nhién 1én tiéng. C6 van cui gam madt, khong
quay sang nhin toi.

“Co phién gi dau, t6i cling dang muon ra ngoai di dao ma, may hom nay quanh quan trong
nha ngdt ngat mudn chét. A phai, vé sau c6 dirng goi anh Han nita, ci* goi Han Tén 1a duoc
roi. Néu khong phién, t6i ciing goi thang tén c¢6 duwgc khong?”
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“Vang, dugc a, Han Tan.”
“Um...”

“Vé chuyén C6 Duong, t6i phai thay anh ay xin 16i cac anh chi. Cudc song ctia moi nguai
dang yén dang lanh lai bi xao tron, gio con bi de doa tinh mang nita, thuc ay nay.”

Chuc Lé Han dot ngot dirng bude, quay sang gap ngudi xin 16i, suyt nita thi va phai mat toi.
“Pau co... La ching t6i ty nguyén ma...” T6i cudng ca lén, cling cii minh dap Ié.

Mua d6 xudng x06i x4 lam bun ban tung tée, vay ban cd mat c4 chan trang muét caa Chic
Lé Han, nhung c6 ching dé tam. Chung t6i lai tiép tuc di, c6 van luén miéng xin 16i.

“T6i swc nghi ra cdu nay mudn hoi, chang biét c6 tién khong.” Toi ngang l1én, phong mat
nhin ra ritng cay dang xa.

“Anh ctt hoi di.”

“Co Duong va c6 quen nhau thé nao vay? Qua ban bé gigi thiéu u?” Dé y thay khoe moi
Chic Lé Han gian giat, t6i hoi han ngay 1ap tirc, voi lap liém, “That khong phai, néu co
khong muon tré 1oi...”

“La ban bé gidi thiéu.” Chuc Lé Han thang than tra 10i.
((O .. .’)

“Lan dau gdp mat, t6i ghét anh ay.” Chic Lé Han dwa mat nhin con duwdng phia trwde, “Co
1é anh khong tin, nhwng t6i ghét nguwdi giau, dac biét la hang cong tir dai gia. Ban beé t6i déu
cho rang t6i yéu anh ay vi tién, nhung dau phai. T6i thich chinh con nguwdi anh dy thoi. Du
anh ay c6 la an may, t6i cling mudn & bén anh dy. T6i khong muon giai thich, nén chang
quan tam nguwdi khac nhin nhan minh thé nao. Con nguwdi nén song vi ban than chit dirng
nén vi nguoi khac, Han Tan, anh bao c6 phai khong?”

To6i gat gu, “Toi cling nghi vay. Bat ké nguwdi khac nghi thé nao, toi cling tin ¢6.”
Chic Lé Han cuoi, “Ching ta quen biét chwa lau, anh con chwa biét t6i la nguwdi thé nao,
sao lai tin t6i? Chac anh chi néi cho t6i vui thoi phai khong? Du vay, t6i van phai cam on

anh.”

“Khong phai dau, t6i ndi that long ma. C6 ndi ding, ching ta quen biét chwa lau, nhung toi
san long tin twéng c6.”
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Duong nhw e deé thai do bay té cta toi, Chiic Lé Han nhin t6i bang 4nh mat la la, r6i 1ap tic
quay lai chu dé, “Sau hai thang quen biét, t6i mdi phai long C6 Duwong. Thoat dau anh ay
c ra toi di xem phim vdi 1én bar, t6i déu tww ch6i. Vé sau, c6 mot lan, anh ay 1ai xe dén
dwdi nha doi, lam t6i n6i gian dung dung, con néi nhiéu cau khé nghe nhung C6 Duong
khong hé gian, chi n6i mu6n mai t6i di an bita com, cung nhau tro chuyén thoi, néu toi ghét
anh ay dén vay thi tir sau nay sé khong lam phién nita. T6i néi, an com ciing dwgc nhung
phai dé t6i tra tién. Anh dy dong y.”

Chic Lé Han c ké mai ké mai, r6i dot nhién nhoén cwdi hanh phuc.

“Luc an com, t6i ¢6 y lam thinh khong néi nang gi. Nao ngd Cé Dwong lai ké véi toi nhiéu
chuyén nha minh, nao la cha ty sat mat s6m, con phédi mang tiéng xau la ké giét nguwdi hang
loat; nao la tir nho, anh dy da bi ngwoi ta ban tan chi tré, tuy buon nhwng phai gang té vé
than nhién nhu khong, sg me trong thay lai dau long. Anh dy ké nhiéu lam, con khéc nita.
Thay thé, toi bat giac lai x6t xa. Anh ay bao chi mudn tim mot ngwoi la dé tro chuyén ma
thoi. Anh dy cam thay t6i khong giong nhitng c6 gai khac, nhvng khong giong ¢ dau thi
khong chiu néi cu thé, t6i cling khong héi. C6 Dwong con néi anh khong c6 ac y véi toi,
cling khong dinh deo bam t6i, hi vong t6i ditng gian. Pén ltc ra vé, anh van tra tién, noi
rang veé sau sé khong gap lai nita, nén khong thé ng t6i.”

T6i c thé tha b, ldng 1€ nghe cau chuyén vé c¢6 va C6 Duong, chang con dé y dén tiéng
mua rao rao nita.

“N6i ra thi xdu h6 lam, anh khéng duwgc cwoi to6i nhé.” Chic Lé Han liéc trom to6i, ngai
ngung.

“T6i thé, khong cuwoi dau.”
“That ra veé sau, toi chu dong t6i tim C6 Duong.”
“U?»

“T6i gwi tin nhdan cho C6 Dwong, néi anh c6 biét bao mot c6 gai rang t6i khong dinh deo
bam co, 1a bat lich sy thé nao khéng? T6i xdu lam a?” Chuic Lé Han cudi, roi xoay nhe can
0 dang cam trong tay, khién tan 6 cling xoay theo. Chiéc 6 ryc r& thoang choc bién thanh
mot doa hoa twoi tham nd birng trén dinh dau co.

“Co Duong tra 10i thé nao?”

“Anh dy ndi, t6i khong dinh deo bam c6. T6i dinh cuwdi c6.” Chuc Lé Han do mat ké, “Toi
mang anh 4y la Ivu manh. Anh dy dap that hoi han vi minh khong phai lvu manh, néu
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khong t6i hom ay da bat t6i vé nha lam phu nhan cta trum lwu manh r6i, ngay ngay déu c6
thé gdap mat, viéc gi phai néi chuyén qua tin nhan thé nay. Bdy gio toi vira titc vira buon
cuwoi, cam thay ga nay that ki quac, h6m qua con déng vai nam chinh dau kho, hom nay da
mom mép tép nhdy. Co Ié chinh tinh cach da dang cia anh dy da hdp dan t6i. Vé sau chiing
toi bat dau tro chuyén thudng xuyén, cling gdp mat thuwong xuyén hon. Anh dy dwva t6i dén
My, dén Anh, dén Nhat,... That ra di dau t6i cling thay khong khac gi nhau, chdang qua t6i
chi mudn & bén anh ay ngay ngay ma thoi...”

Nghe c6 néi vay, t6i bong thdy x6t xa thay, nhung van giit vé mat binh than.

“Anh ay da ndi sé két hon vdi t6i, doi 1at lai ban an cho cha xong, ching t6i sé di tdi maot
noi xa that xa, khong ai hay biét. Anh ay da néi ma...” Chic Lé Han c& ké mai ké mai roi
khoc oa 1én.

Co viit chiéc 6 trong tay xudng dat, ngoi thup xuéng bung mat mtc nd, dang thwong nhw
mot bé gai bi tich thu con bup bé yéu quy nhat. Toi chi con cach ditng bén canh givong 6
che cho c6, dé mac mwa hat wét 4o minh.

Trd vé phong, viéc dau tién toi lam la tam nwdc dm va thay mét bo do kho.

Nhin dong ho treo trén twong, muoi phit nita la 5 gio dung, xem ra sap dén lic xudng lau
chuan bi an t6i roi. Toi tién duong ghé qua go ctra phong Tran Tuwdc. Cau ta md cia ra,
chang ndi nang gi, chi nhin t6i cham cham, day vé ki di. T6i bi nhin dén phat cau, bén hoi,
“Cau nhin gi, mau chuan bi xudéng lau an t6i di.”

Cap mat cau ta van dan chat vao toi.

T6i titc t6i giuc, “Nay, cau khong sao chit? Toi dang néi v6i cau day. C6 phai ngt nhiéu
qua 1a ca dau 6c réi khong?”

Tran Twdc ndi titng chit mat, cye ki cham rai, “Anh thich Chic Lé Han, phai khong?”

“Nai linh tinh gi thé ha.” T6i day cau ta vao phong roi tién tay dong ctra, “Pung la cau lu
lan r6i day.”

“Anh thich Chiac Lé Han phai khéng?” Cau ta lap lai, khng néng cling chang lanh.

“Cau mdi thich ay. Cé6 Duong vira qua doi, cau hoi cau nay ma nghe dwgce a? Pua cot cling
phai c6 chitng myc thoi chi.” Toi quat.

https://thuviensach.vn



“T6i chi hoi anh thich Chic Lé Han phdi khong, anh cau cai gi!” Cap mat Tran Tudc vo
hon nhw mat ca chét, mai téc bu xu hét té6 qua, thoat nhin da biét 1a md&i ngua day.

“Khong he.”

“Anh c6.” Cau ta 6m 6m phan bac.
“T6i khong he.”

“Anh c6.”

“To6i khong hé. Cau dién a?”

“Anh c6, anh méi dién ay.”

“T6i khong hoi dau néi vé van vaGi cau.” Téi quay lung chuan bi budc ra, “Lat nita cau ty
di ma xuéng. To6i buc roi day.”

“Vira roi toi bat gap anh cung c6 dy ti* bén ngoai tré vao. Ca ngwoi anh wét sting, chac la
anh hung cttu my nhan che 6 cho c6 dy chi gi.” Tran Twdc ng6i phich xuéng giwong, tro ra
ngoai ctra so.

To6i quay phat lai, gat gong, “DPirng dong vai Sherlock Holmes nita. Cau twdng cai gi ciing
c6 thé dodn ra a? Néi cho cau biét, vira ndy 6 cua toi bi gié hat tung 1én cay nén phai che
chung vdi Chuc Lé Han. Bay gio chung toi di kha xa nhau, nén khi c6 ay kip chay lai
givong 6 cho toi che nha thi t6i da wét sting ro6i.”

Tran Tudc ngap dai, “Anh w6t dén noi vat ra duge ca thung nwdc nhu thé, xem chirng bay
gig Chuc Lé Han phdi ¢ cach xa dén ca tram cay so, chay hoi 1au mdi téi nén khong ciru
van dugc bao nhiéu, nhung xa thé ma c6 ay con nhin thay anh, qua la mat tinh hon kinh
vién vong.”

T6i phan béc, “T6i ¢ tinh dam muwa day, tir bé t6i da thich dam muwa r6i, duge chwa?”

Tran Twdc lac dau, “Khong ngo, ding la khong ngo, héa ra Han Tan lai thich Chidc Lé
Han. T6i ciing phai kinh ngac day.”

“Chuc Lé Han khong tot a? Co Duong ban quy cda cau ciing thich ¢6 ay day.”
“T6i khong bao c6 ay khong tot, chi la...”

“Chi 1a 1am sao?”
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“0 v6i nhau lau ngdy, tdi ¢ ng® anh thich dan 6ng co.” Tran Tuéc ding ngén cai va ngén
trd tay phai vé vé cam, that vong két luan, “Xem ra t6i doan sai roi. That khong ngg...”

T6i mam moi tré mat Tran Twdc, “Dya vao cdi gi ma cau bao to6i thich dan 6ng ha? Bung la
dat diéu boi nho. T6i la trai thang tram phan tram nhé.”

“Sap bam ma con chwa c6 manh tinh vat vai, chang phéi bang chitng ranh ranh dé v?” Tran
Twéc ngang 1én nhin to6i.

Con dam no6i thé a, chinh cau cling chwa yéu duong gi ddy thoi. Pang dinh gat am 1én thi
nghe thay tiéng go ctra, toi voi ra hiéu cho Tran Twdc im ldng, khong quén lam c chi cita
0, y bao néu con dam noéi bay nita, toi sé giét cau ta. M& ctra ra, bén ngoai la chu Sai, chac
vita ndu an xong chwa kip tam rita, ngudi con day mui tanh tom ca.

“Khong quay ray hai cau chit?” Chu Sai hoi véi vé ngan ngai, con ho hiing hang may tiéng.
“Khong a.”

“May qua. Com t6i chuan bi xong r6i, maoi hai cau xuéng an thoi.” Chu Sai cuoi.

“Vang, ching chau xuéng ngay day.”

“Vay toi di trvdc nhé.”

Chu Sai quay di.

T6i vira budce ra theo vira ngodi nhin dong ho. 5 gio 15 phit.

Duing xong com t6i, t6i va Tran Twdc ngbi dudi phong khach tan gau, c6 ca Vuong Phuwong
va Triéu Tha Nhan.

Von di C6 Duong moi ching toi t¢i dé nho pha vu an hai muwoi nam triede, nhirng con chwa
tién trién gi, cau ta da qua doi. Mia mai & chd, tat ca moi ngwoi & day déu bo tay trudc vu
an clia cau ta. Bong co giét hai C6 Duong cua hung tha la gi? Guong mdt titng nguoi lan
lwot Iwét qua tri ndo, thye long téi khong sao cho rang tén giét nguwdoi lai la nam trong so
chung toi dugc.

“T6i da phu long C6 Dwong, chang nhitng chwa pha dugc vu 4n nam xwa, con dé cau ay
phai mat mang theo.” Tran Tuwdc 16 vé nan long.

“Chuyén d6 lam sao trach cau dwgc? Ai ma ngo kia ch.” Vwong Phuong an i, roi nhin
sang Triéu Tha Nhan bén canh, “Ciing chi c6 doi tredng Triéu ngli thay mui nguy hiém...”
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Triéu Tha Nhan dui tat diéu thudc trén tay, ha giong dap, “Pirng ché t6i mé tin, t6i luén
cam thdy ngoi nha nay khong binh thuwong, luén toat ra mot sitc manh than bi, néi theo
tiéng qué toi la xdi quay. Hinh nhw né s¢ hitu mot tir trudng ddc biét nao do, ludn thu hit
nhitng chuyén khong lanh. Oi, tdi ciing khong dién ta duwgc nita.”

“La trygc giac ctia canh sat hinh sy u?” T6i dot ngot hoi.

Triéu Thu Nhan gat dau, “Co 1€ thé. Nhung t6i khong tin trén doi cé ma. Tdi ac nhat dinh la
do ban tay con nguoi, chang qua hung thu c6 y sdap xép hién trwong thanh phong kin dé
danh lac hwéng chiing ta thoi. Mién la do con ngudi gay ra, nhat dinh sé c6 cach giai dap.
Tran Twdc, cau ndi c6 phai khong?”

Tran Twdc cti dau nhw dang mai nghi ngoi gi do, khong tra 10i cau hoi cta Triéu Thu
Nhan.

Triéu Tha Nhan lai tiép tuc, “Co nguwoi bdo, lich st chi la vong ldp lién tuc. Cac vi xem,
rieng & dinh thy Vé Chai nay, trong hai muwoi nam da xady ra hai vu giét nguwoi. Ta6i thac
mac, nhitng nguoi ¢ day ngay truedc, du la dién vién hay nha van, khi phat hién ra cai xac
dau tién dong thoi biét minh bi gitt chan lai day, ho da nghi gi?”

Vwong Phurong nhan xét, “Céach nghi ctia con ngwoi vé co ban la giong nhau. Gio ching ta
nghi sao thi ltc ay, ho cling nghi vay.”

Mua dong nam 1994, khi C6 Vinh Huy mé& cong dinh thy V6 Chai don tiép khach khita,
khong ai hay biét dé chinh la canh cong dia nguc. Bdy gi0, ho da néi nhitng gi trong dinh
thy? Cau cttu nhw thé nao? Cé ai dong vai Sherlock Holmes, tim kiém hung thu giita bon
ho hay khong? Ngudi chét cudi cung da nghi gi? C6 phdi tirng vat 16n giang co vGi Co
Vinh Huy khong?

Tat ca nhitng bi an 4y, da tiéu tan theo gio.

T6i bong ty hoi, néu biét ca chong va con trai déu bé mang & day, liéu me Co6 Duong co
ban ngo6i nha nay khong? Hay sé thué han mot doi thi cong san phang ca dinh thy vi cam
han?

Vuwong Phuwong chot cwdi néi, “Néu co thé song sét roi khoi day, t6i nhat dinh sé viét lai
kinh nghiém thanh sach dé cac nha tdm ly hoc t0i pham tha hé nghién citu, coi nhw chiit
cong hién vdi nganh t6i pham hoc nuwéc nha.”

“Viét thanh tiéu thuyét han la hay lam.” T6i phu hoa.
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“Pugc day. Tiéu Han, hay la cau viét di. Chac chan sé ban chay.” Vuong Phuong vo tay.

“T6i chua viét tiéu thuyét bao gid, van cling khong hay, dé nha tam ly hoc toi pham viét sé
chuyén nghiép hon.” T6i voi thoai thac.

“T6i 16n tudi roi, lay sic dau nita, viét may thit nghiém tic con dwgc chit tiéu thuyét thi
nghi. T6i thay cdu c6 kién thitc vé truyén trinh tham day chi, chiu khé viét mot cudn di,
biét dau vé sau lai thanh nha van 16n.”

“Tri twdng twgng cua toi ngheo nan lam, khéng lam nha van dugc.”

“Cau xem, vu an nay c6 can twéng tuwgng gi dau; chi can ghi lai tat ca nhitng diéu mat thay
tai nghe, thay tén ho va dia danh di la xong. Néu thich thi cau Idy mét biit danh nao d6 la
dugc ma.” Dé nghi ctia Vwong Phuong xem chirng ciling c6 ly, t6i khong khoi dao dong.
Doc truyén trinh tham bay nhiéu nam, t6i da gap vo van vu giét nguwdi thude kiéu trang vién
gitta bao tuyét, hon dao 1é loi trén bién bi hung tht ¢6 y co lap hay lau dai ki la bi ngan
cach véi thé gigi bén ngoai, thoi thi da kiéu du loai, nhwng tinh huéng pha mét vu an hai
muoi nam trede tr goc do tham t thi chwa gap bao gio, nhat la khi manh méi it dén mitc
nay.

“Nhung trong truyén trinh tham, cudi cung hung thu déu bi vach mat ding khong? Chiing
ta con chang biét hung thu la ai, lam sao viét dugc? Pirng noéi la t6i phdi ty bia ra mot cai
két nhé. Cot 16i cua tiéu thuyét trinh tham chang phai la két cuc w? Du mao dau cé hay tdi
dau di chang nita, néu loi giai khién doc gia that vong thi xét vé tong thé van la mot cudn
trinh tham that bai. M@ dau binh binh, tir tit doc vao mdi thdy hdp dan, cudi cung két thic
khién ngudi ta phai dap ban khen ngoi, thi du cau chuyén buon ngu ciing van dugc xép vao
hang tiéu thuyét hay.”

“Pay mdi la van dé ddy...” Vuong Phuwong vo nhiu may nghi nggi, “Chi bang dé doi
treong Triéu lam hung tha di. Cau nghi xem, trong hai vu an cach nhau hai mwoi nam, anh
dy déu tham gia diéu tra cd. Néu t6i la doc gia, nhat dinh sé khong thé ngd hung thu lai la
doi trwong Triéu. Ma cang nghi cang thay dang sg nhé, ti vu bién mat cia C6 Vinh Huy
dén cai chét ctia C6 Dwong, nguoi dau tién chitng kién hodc xong vao hién trueong déu la
anh ay.”

“Pua du r6i day...” Vé mat Triéu Tha Nhan kha ki la, “Co Vwong, sao lai bao t6i la hung
tha.”

“Tiéu thuyét théi ma, phai ly ki méi hap dan. Lé nao doi trudng Triéu chot da u?” Vuong
Phuong dua.
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“Sao c6 thé...” Triéu Thi Nhan quay mat di, khong nhin vao mat Vwong Phuong.

“Y twéng hay, viét nhu thé ding 1a bat ngd day, hoi giong truyén ctia Agatha Christie,
nguoi khong c6 kha nang nhat lai chinh la hung thu. Anh Triéu nay, t6i n6i thé anh dirng
gian nhé.” Toi khong kim dugc tan thudng.

“Tuy cac vi, t6i khong sao dau.” Triéu Tha Nhan xua tay, té vé do luong.

Tran Tudc dang ngoi trén sofa nghe chiing t6i tan gau bong thang ngwoi 1én nhw swc nhé ra
chuyén gi quan trong, r6i rit voi cudn c6 tich van dem theo nguai ra 1at gid. Cudn so tay
Co Vinh Huy dung dé viét truyén da cili, mat gidy 6 vang, chat gidy ciing kha gion. Tran
Tuwéc 1at gid mot Iic, dwong nhw da tim dwgce thit minh can, khée moi hoi cong lén.

“Ra la vay.” Tran Twdc nguwdc nhin t6i, “Han Tan, t6i nghi minh da cham dén sy that vé vu
giét nguwdi hai muoi nam trwde roi, chi con thiéu mot manh ghép nén chwa doan dwoc than
phan thye ctia hung tht ma théi.”

“Cau biét dugc gi r6i?” Triéu Thu Nhan chom ngudi téi trudc, kich dong gang hoi, cé thé
thdy ong rat dé tdm dén 10i Tran Twdc.

Tran Twdc rau 11 dap, “Toi dung la ngoc, néu nhan ra nhitng manh méi nay sém mat chuit
c6 phai tot khong. Co Dwong khong hé quan tam hung thd hai muwoi nam treedce la ai, cdu ay
chi mu6n rtra sach oan khuat cho cha minh, ma manh mai trong tay t6i hién thai, vira khéo
c6 thé 1at lai ban an cho C6 Vinh Huy. Gid t6i c6 thé khang dinh vé6i cac vi, ké giét nam
nguoi & dinh thw Vo Chai nam xwa khong phdi C6 Vinh Huy. Vay ma 6ng ay da phéi ganh
mon ng mau dy hai muwoi nam nay.”

“Thuc sy... khong phai Co Vinh Huy w?” Triéu Tha Nhan kinh ngac, “Cau cé ching ci
khong?”

“Ching ¢t ¢ day nay.” Tran Twdc quang cudn so tay 1én ban tra.
“Y cau la cau chuyén cé tich C6 Vinh Huy viét ra u?

“Co thé nai vay.”

“Tran Twdc, cau biét roi a?” Vwong Phuong nghi hodc héi.

Tran Twdc ditng day, vion vai r6i bao t6i, “Anh goi moi ngudi xuong day di, c¥ noéi viéc
C6 Duong nhd chiing ta diéu tra da c6 két qua. Tuy mudn hon dy dinh nhiéu, nhung rot
cudc van c6 cai dé an ndi vdi cau ta.”
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Chuong 6

The seven black"

Tat ca lan lugt di xudng phong khach, khong khi cang thang vo cung. Bao Chan Khon va
Trinh Hoc Hong ngoi trén sofa chum dau khe khé trao d6i. Chu Kién Binh khinh khinh
khoanh tay nhin cham cham vao Tran Twéc nhv muén dung 4&nh mat xuyén thau cau ta.
Chic Lé Han ngéi canh Chu Kién Binh, gwong madt tadi nhgt cang thém tiéu tuy vi bi
thwong. Vuong Phuong ding sau sofa, nghi hodc nhin khap lwgt, Triéu Thu Nhan ding
canh chi, miéng ngadm diéu thu6c m@i cham, nghiéng nguwoi dwa vao cira so, vé mat than
nhién. T6i ngo6i canh Chtic Lé Han.

Tran Twdc ding gitta phong khach, nghiém trang nhin quanh mot luot.

“T6i mét lam, cdu mudn néi gi thi mau ndi di.” Gigng Chu Kién Binh hoi chéi tai, “Khong
c6 gi thi toi vé phong nghi day, khong ranh choi tro tham t& vdi cac ngudi dau.”

Tran Tuwdc quay sang trivng mat khiéu khich Chu Kién Binh, khong néi ntta 16i. Nhu s hai
anh mat cda cau ta, Chu Kién Binh v0i ngdm ngay miéng lai. Thoang choc, ca phong khach
lang phac.

“Chiing ta déu dugc C6 Duwong moi tGi day.” Giong Tran Tuwdc kha binh than, “Cau ay
mudn nho chiing ta riva sach tiéng oan cho cha minh. Tuy Cé Duong da chét, nhung nhiém
vu cua ching ta van con d6. Pa nhan 16i nho va thi phai déc sitc ma lam, t6i nghi moi
nguwoi déu hiéu dao ly nay. T6i khong rd gitta cac anh chi va C6 Duwong thda thuan gi, cling
khong hirng tha tim hiéu, t6i chi muén hoan thanh di nguyén cia C6 Duong, lat lai ban an
cho cha cau ay ma tho6i.”

Khong ai cao giong phan bac, cling khong ai xi xam to nho, moi nguwdi déu im lang doi
Tran Twdc noi tiép.

“T6i vira dot nhién ndy ra vai suy nghi, thi ra ké luén bi cuén vao cac tinh tiét la t6i da
pham phai mét sai lam 16n. Day goi la diém mu tw duy. Khi suc sao khap dinh thy tim
chiing ¢t cing Han Tan, t6i dd mac phdi gong cum cua logic, chi dwa theo suy luan thi
hoan toan khong thé xac dinh hung tha. Khong, tham chi con c6 thé néi la cang lic cang xa
rdi chan twdng. Chan twdng dugce suy ludn tir logic nhwng lai mau thuan lan nhau, rét cuge
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la tai sao? Mai cho tGi cach day mot tiéng, t6i van con chua hiéu ra. D6 goi la ‘ngudi trong
cudc thi hay Ia 1an’. Bitng dudi géc nhin cia mot nguwdi ngoai, xem xét lai vu tham an hai
muoi nam tridc, man swong mu trede mat toéi bong choc tan di, may tanh troi quang. Gio
toi chi muon chia sé tat ca nhitng gi téi da quan séat va suy doan dugc, day ciing la viéc toi
tirng nhan 16i véi C6 Dwong. Tiép theo day, t6i xin trinh bay mdot vai két luan t6i thdy hoac
suy ra dugc. Néu c6 gi khong ding, hi vong cac anh chi chi bao.”

“Lang nhang dai dong mai, mau vao viéc chinh di.” Chu Kién Binh quat 1én.

“Anh yén lang mét chut dwgc khong?” Vwong Phwong buc boi, “Khong mudn nghe thi
bién di gium.”

Tran Tudc chia hai tay ra, hwéng long ban tay xudng dwdi, “Binh tinh nao, t6i bat dau ngay
day.” Dt 101, cau ta xoay ngwoi nhin sang t6i. Thay anh la lung 16e 1én trong doi mat ay,
biét Tran Twdc da cé du liéu, téi bén gat gat dau, dung anh mat khuyén khich cau.

“T6i tin khi nhan 10i C6 Dwong, moi nguwoi déu da doc cau chuyén co tich cia Co6 Vinh
Huy. Trong tay t6i la nguyén ban, con thi cac vi doc la ban photo, nhung ndi dung déu nhw
nhau cd. Bac si Pao c6 nhd toi tirng ndi, cau chuyén ng khong hoan toan nhdm nhi ma bén
trong nhat dinh an gidu manh méi vu 4n nam xwa khong?” Tran Twdc nhin sang Dao Chan
Khon.

“Co, t6i nhd bay gio & trén xe, cau da n6i ‘xi¢ Obsidian’ trong truyén am chi dinh thy Vo
Chai, bdi obsidian chinh la tén tiéng Anh cta da vé chai.”

Trong phong bat dau cé tiéng xi xao ban tan.

Tran Twdc gat dau, tiép tuc néi, “Thi vi & chd, Hoang tit Ech, Cong chiia Bach Tuyét, Rau
Xanh, Nhim Hans, Khan Do, Lo Lem va Méo Di Hia, déu lan lugt (tng véi tirng nguoi &
dinh thy Vé Chai hai mwoi nam truéce.”

“N6i nhu cau thi c6 phan khién cwong.” Thay Trinh budt miéng nhan xét.

“Em thtra nhan, muon pha giai vu an thé nay can cé chat tri twéng tuwgng, giong nhw mot hé
phwong trinh vdy, muoén giadi dwgc ca hé phuwong trinh thi phai tim dwgc nghiém thoa man
tirng phwong trinh trong hé. Gia thiét hién gio ctia em cling khong phai la suy luan, sau day
sé lan Iwgt chitng minh tirng diém twong @ng nita. Pap an cudi cung c6 chinh xac khong,
mong thay doi em néi xong hang phan bac ciing chira mudn.”

“Cau noi tiép di.” Trinh Hoc Hong gat dau.
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“Phai bat dau tir dau nhi? Vi thdi tiét nén chung ta khong thé biét dugc trinh tw chét caa
nam nan nhan, danh theo 10i ké cia anh Triéu, bat dau tir nit dién vién Lac Tiéu Linh.
Truwdc hét, toi sé lan lwgt liét ké ra cac nhan vat twong @ng trong cau chuyén co tich nhé.
Nhan vat twong ng v6i Lac Tiéu Linh la ai? Gid ching ta con chwa biét dwgc, nhwng dirng
non néng, co vai goi y tw 10i ké cda canh sat Triéu. Lac Tiéu Linh la nguwdi duy nhat khong
chét tai phong minh ma chét dudi trong phong tam tang 2. Cau chuyén co6 tich c6 ké rang,
dé citu Cong chida Bach Tuyét bi Rau Xanh bét céc, Hoang tir Ech da lan lwot di qua nhiéu
Xt s& nham tim kiém diing si, trong d6 c6 mot noi goi la x¥ Nudc. Phong tam va xit Nudc
duwong nhu c6 lién hé nhiéu hon la xt Hoa, x1t Gi6, x@ Tuyét va x& BDém. Trudc hét, ching
ta ¢t tam coi nhw xi¢ Nuwdc chi phong tam, con Lac Tiéu Linh 1a Khan Dé.”

“Cau ding la doan mo. Phong tdm c6 nwdc tic 1a dai dién cho xit Nudc trong truyén ha?
Co6 chitng ¢ gi khac khong?” Chu Kién Binh té vé khong phuc.

“Chitng c ¢ ngay day.” Tran Twdc lat cudn so trong tay, tro vao mot doan doc 1én,
‘““Hoang ti¥ Ech ngtri thdy gwong mat Khin Do téa mui thio dwoc, tay lai thoang thoang
huong hoa hong, chang tham nhu: Du la phap su, ¢6 dy van la mot c6 gai, thich trang diém
bang phan hoa.””

Doc dén day, Tran Twdc ding lai, 1at thém may trang réi doc ti€p, “‘Han dung ma thuat
danh bai 6, khién ¢6 guc nga, hwong hoa hong trén ngudi c phai dan di...””

Cau ta dat cuon s6 xudng, dira mat nhin quanh. Ca phong khach im phang phac.

Tran Twdc lai cdm cudn s6 1én, vay vay tredc mat moi nguwdi, “Khi phat hién thi thé Lac
Tiéu Linh, vat dung cta c6 ay roi veong vai dudi dat, chiing ta thi xem c6 nhitng gi nhé:
Ti do trang diém, kem hoa hong boi tay, dau goi tri gau, dau x4, sita dwdng thé hwong thao
dwgc, sita tam nha dam, kem danh rang bac ha, ban chai danh rang, son méng tay, nwéc hoa
hong... Cac vi c6 thay gi khong? Duing vay, kem hoa hong boi tay va sita dudng thé huong
thdo dugc, tay thoang thodng mui hoa hong, day chang phai la Lac Tiéu Linh u?”

Thay khong ai phan doi, Tran Tuwéc lai tiép 10i, “DPuwong nhién day chi la phan doan so bo,
suy doan vé sau ciing c6 kha nang sé lat do két luan ban dau. Ching ta déu phai chuan bi
tam ly. Tiép theo, thit xem Ha Nguyén chét trong phong kin &ng vdi ai? Ciling nhw véi Lac
Tiéu Linh, ta bat tay ti hién treong dau tién, bdi t6i tin viéc chitng kién hién triong ctia cac
nan nhan da khién C6 Vinh Huy bi da kich ndang né va khac sau canh twgng do trong nao,
dé ro6i khi tam trang bat 6n van vo thitc phong chiéu chiing vao cau chuyén. Ching ta c6 thé
dung phuong phap loai trie. Ha Nguyén & trong gian phong kin mit khong lot gio, vay trudc
tién gat bé Khian Do, vi Khian D6 1a Lac Tiéu Linh; gat bé Hoang tit Ech, vi hoang ti¥ &
trong cung dién chtt khong phai phong kin; gat Méo Di Hia, vi Méo c6é mot dinh thy tuyét
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dep; gat Lo Lem song trén nui Tién vi phong c6 ta c6 nhiéu ctta; cang khong thé 1a 1au dai
cta Rau Xanh, vay chi con Nhim Hans thoi. Nhim la loai dong vat c6 va nhd, dao hang lam
0, ban ngay & trong hang, dén khi mat troi lan mdi ra ngoai hoat dong. Xem ra hang nhim
v6i phong kin ctia Ha Nguyén c6 tac dung nhw nhau. Ngoai ra, khi Hoang tit Ech gdp Nhim
Hans lan dau, Nhim dang cham chu vé tranh, m6t con ca dwdi nwéc vé thanh may con, con
vé nhiéu bé ca dé nhot ching vao. Tai sao phai vé nhiéu c4? R0 rang duwdi nwdc chi cé mot
con th6i ma? Néu ai da titng hoc nganh dién anh han sé biét, that ra Nhim Hans khong phai
dang vé c4, ma la vé phan canh, ciing chinh la kich ban dao dién.”

Moi ngudi nghe dén day déu xi xao, t6i cling suyt nita budt miéng 6 1én. Tt mot chi tiét
nho nhat ma Tran Twdc c6 thé suy luan ra tranh cia Nhim Hans chinh la kich ban phan
canh cua Ha Nguyén, that dang kinh ngac.

“Pao dién dung kich ban phan canh goc bang cach chia noi dung cta bd phim nhwa hoac
phim truyén hinh thanh hang loat canh quay, c6 Itic con chia ra titng 6 nhw truyén tranh vay,
nén trong truyén, Hoang t¥ Ech méi nham kich ban phan canh 1a nhitng cai bé dé nhot ca.”

“Theo két luan cta cau, Lac Tiéu Linh la Khan D6, con Ha Nguyén la Nhim Hans phai
khong?” Vuong Phuwong hoi lai nham xac nhan.

“Pung vay.” Tran Tuwdc dap bang giong vo cam.
“T6i hiéu r6i, mai cau tiép tuc.”

“Ké dén la Chu Vi Thanh. Lic 6ng Chu bi giét, phong btra bon, quan ao va do dung hang
ngay déu bi hung tha vitt vivong vai. Nhung c6 mot diém khién t6i chu y 1a, Chu Vi Thanh
khong mac do. Nén nhé bay gio la mua dong, du trong phong c6 diéu hoa dm thi hanh vi
nay ciling that khac thuong. Pwong nhién ching ta khong thé phu nhan kha nang ong ta
thich ngt nude, nhung bén dudi mac quan dai ma bén trén lai cdi tran thi thye khé giai
thich. Hodc mdc ca quan lan o, hodc cdi hét mdi hgp ly. Thé nén t6i cho rang, 4o ngu cua
Chu Vi Thanh da bi hung thu lay di, con nguyén nhan tai sao thi tam khong néi t6i. Viéc
Chu Vi Thanh khéng mac 4o khién t6i lién twéng dén mot diéu. Trong cau chuyén co tich,
lic bon Hoang ti Fch 1én dwong dén xit sd tiép theo, vi qua voi va nén Lo Lem da bd quén
ao choang & nha, khéng hé dem theo...”

“Lo Lem la Chu Vi Thanh.” T6i budt miéng thot 1én.
“You said it.” Tran Twdc gio tay phdi ra trede mat t6i, biing ngon tay danh tach.

“Nhung Chu Vi Thanh la dan 6ng ma, sao lai tng vdi Lo Lem dwgce?” Chic Lé Han bat
ngo thac mac, giong khan di.
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“Von di t6i cling can nhac van dé nay, cho tdi khi nghe 6ng Triéu néi gidi tinh cta Chu Vi
Thanh khac nguwdi. Ho Chu thwong xuyén qudy réi mot s6 nam sinh tai treong. Vay la moi
chuyén da sang td, von la ban bé nén viéc C6 Vinh Huy biét s@ thich va gigi tinh cia Chu
Vi Thanh ciing 1a 1é thuwong. Cé nhitng ngwdi trong tiém thitc ludn coi minh la nit, y thitc vé
gidi tinh mo ho. Chu Vi Thanh chinh la ngwdi nhu vay, chi thich dan 6ng khong thich phu
nit, than xac dan 6ng ma tam hon phu nit. Vé gidi tinh, 6ng ta cling khong den trang rd rang
nhu chiing ta ma ntta den ntta trang, chinh 1a mau xam tro. Thé nén, trong c6 tich, 6ng ta
chinh la Lo Lem dé quén ao choang...”

Nang lyc suy luan cia Tran Twdc rd rang ranh mach, sap xép m@ manh mai r6i ren phitc
tap dau ra ddy. Chua biét dung sai thé nao nhung nghe qua déu rat hop ly.

“Keé tiép, chiing ta xem xét cai chét ctia bac si Lvu Qudc Quyeén. Lwu Quoc Quyeén la ai?
Cac lya chon dwong nhw khong nhiéu, chi con lai Rau Xanh, Hoang tit Ech, Cong chia
Bach Tuyét va Meéo Di Hia thdi. Twong tw cac treong hgp trwde, chiing ta lai bat dau quan
sat tir hién trwong vu an. Canh sét Triéu ké rang, can phong Lwu Quoc Quyeén & von la noi
vg C6 Vinh Huy dung dé bay bd swu tap nwdc hoa thu thap tir khap noi trén thé gidi, vi
khong du phong cho khach nén danh dé 6ng ta & tam phong nay. Liic 6ng Lwu bi giét, vi
mot nguyén nhan nao do, cé thé la hung tha giang co vdi nan nhan hodc muén luc tim th
gi d6 nén da gat do tat ca nuwdc hoa bay trén td. Diéu nay dan tdi két qua...”

“Huwong thom w?” T6i tiép 101 Tran Twdc.

“Huwong thom nong ndc. Anh twdng twong ra dugc canh ca phong tung tée toan lo nwéc hoa
vd khong? Anh sé khong phan biét dwgc mui nao vao mui nao nita, khitu giac bi da thit mui
lam nhiéu loan. Gian phong d6, chinh la xt Hoa. Con Lwu Qu6c Quyén chinh la Méo Di
Hia & xit Hoa.” Tran Tudc héch cam tu tin noi.

“Chi con lai Hoang ttt Ech, Cong chiia Bach Tuyét va Rau Xanh thoi.” T6i b6 sung.

“Pung vay. Trong cac nan nhan, con nha van nit Té Lgi chva duwge nhac tgi. That ra toi
chang can néi thi cac vi cling doan ra Té Lgi la ai r6i. Chi con mot nguai la nit, hon nita c6
mot goi y 1o rang.” Tran Twdc vira noéi vira 1at ho so vu an dugc Triéu Tha Nhan giao cho,
rat trong d6 ra mot ban vé hinh chiéu bang dinh thy V6 Chai. Tré vao gian phong Té Lgi &,
Tran Twdc nghiém trang giai thich, “Noi Té Lgi & von la phong sach. Gitta phong bay hai
day gia sach, nén muon di tir cita dén cita s6, phai lach minh ma di. Trong co tich, gian
phong Rau Xanh nh6t Cong chda Bach Tuyét kha dac biét, c6 hinh chit H. Cac vi so sanh
mot chut c6 thé nhan ra ngay do chinh la phong sach tang 1.”
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“Theo y cau thi Khan D6, Nhim Hans, Lo Lem, Méo Di Hia va Coéng chia Bach Tuyét
chinh 1a nam nguwdi bi giét tai dinh thy Vé Chai hai mwoi nam trwedc w?” Trinh Hoc Hong
day gong kinh trén song miii, héi don, “Vay C6 Vinh Huy @ng véi ai? Rau Xanh? Hay
Hoang ttr Ech?”

“Chuyén do lat nita sé ban sau.” Tran Twdc dot ngot dirng lai, cdi dau nhin cudn so.

“Chiing ta da biét nan nhan twong ng & dinh thy Vé Chai véi moi nhan vat trong cau
chuyén co tich, tiép theo day sé dwa vao nhitng manh moi da biét dé chitng minh dap an
chwa biét. Phai bat dau tir dau nhi? Thoi, c t vu cia Chu Vi Thanh di.” Tran Twéc nhin
quanh ct¥ tga, “Cac vi déu biét, phong cia Chu Vi Thanh va Lac Tiéu Linh déu nam & nha
phu. Mudn dén nha phu phdi di qua mot hanh lang ngoan canh dai dang ddc, di bd sé mat
chtrng ba phuit, xin cac vi nh@ ki thoi gian cho. Pugc roi, chiing ta quay lai xem xét vu an.
Sau khi giét Chu Vi Thanh, vi m6t nguyén nhan nao do, hung tha da lay 4o ngu cta Ong ta.
Vi sao lai n6i 1a hung tha lay? Lic ndy toi da trinh bay réi. Chu Vi Thanh khong thé tw cai
do béi khong ai cdi tran gitta mua dong, néu ngu nude thi sé khong mdc quan luén. Vay 1a,
chiing ta vap phai mét cau héi, tai sao hung thu phai 14y 4o ngt cta 6ng ta?”

“Cé hai kha nang, mot 1a hung thu chi 1ay nhung khong mdc, hai 1a han 1y dé mdc. Chiing
ta thi xét kha nang thi¢ nhat, tai sao hung tha phai 1dy mot chiéc 4o trong khi khong hé mac
né. Co6 1é chitng ct vach tran than phan hung thu da dinh trén do, nhw mau chang han,
nhung theo ghi chép cta canh sat, 40 nga cia Chu Vi Thanh lai bi viit dwéi sanh tang 1.
Hung tha khong giat, cling khong tiéu hay n6, da thdy khong c6 kha nang nao la trén do co
chitng ct. Vay chi con lai kha nang thi¢ hai, tic 1a hung thti can mac n6. Mac 4o dé lam gi?
Trir lam dep, chitc nang nguyén thuy cia quan ao la dé chong rét. Khong ly nao hung thu
lai thich kiéu 4o ctia Chu Vi Thanh, nén chac chan han da bi lanh, can mac thém ao. Vi sao
lai lanh? Tai sao han khong lanh ngay tir ban dau, khi di dén nha phu? Ciing chi c6 mot
cach giai thich, lic hung tht budc vao phong Chu Vi Thanh thi khéng thay lanh, nhung giét
nguwoi xong, chuan bi di khai thi nhiét do khong khi d6t nhién gidm manh. Pap an duy nhat
cho viéc nay la hé thong diéu hoa tai dinh thy Vé Chai dot ngot xdy ra sy c6. Khi hung thu
ra tay, nhiét do trong phong thinh linh gidm xudng, du sao bén ngoai cling dang c6 bao
tuyét, may diéu hoa trong dinh thy khong cam cy dwoc lau.

“Nhw vay, hung tha chi can khoac 4o ngt cia nan nhan roi khéi nha phu la dwgce roi.
Nhung tén hung thu xui xéo ctia ching ta lai gdp phdi rac réi. Bén day, xin moi moi nguoi
cung 6n lai mot doan trong cau chuyén cia C6 Vinh Huy, doan vé xit s& cta Lo Lem, titc
xtt Dém. Dé dén xit Pém, nhom ngudi Hoang tir Ech phai bing qua mét con duwong nhé.
Bau troi cia x Pém nhiéu may, may day dén noi anh nang khong chiéu xuyén qua dugc,
khién ho chang thay gi ca. Bay gig, ho bong ngui thdy mui tdo thom ngat...”
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“La khi gas.” Toi swc nhé ra duwong 6ng minh va Tran Twdc trong thady ¢ nha phu.

“Khi gas khong mau khong mui, nhwng thinh thodng c6 thé ngwi thdy mui nhy mui tdo, doé
la do aromatic hidrocarbon va khi gas dong thdi téa ra. To6i da cing Han Tan kiém tra hanh
lang ngoan canh, qua nhién dwdi nén dat c6 dau vét bi dap ra tu sita; lai thém trong truyén
c6 tich c6 ndi, lic di qua con dudng nhd, trdi tdi dén mic xoe tay khong thay ngoén... C6 1&
thiét bi chiéu sang trong hanh lang nam 4y ciing héng. Moi ngudi thir twéng twgng xem, hé
thong diéu hoa, thiét bi chiéu sang dong thoi gap truc trac, khi gas ro ri day hanh lang, nhat
dinh la dwong dién trong dinh thy c6 sy ¢d. Hai bén hanh lang ngoan cénh tuy cé ctta kinh
nhung déu la loai thuy tinh hitu co gan ¢6 dinh vao twong, khong thé thong khi, nén bay gio
chac chén ca hanh lang nong ndc khi gas. Khi nong do khi gas dat dén mitc nhat dinh c6 thé
khién ngudi ta chét vi thiéu duwong khi, tén hung tha no ding la den dui, hét diéu hoa hong
lai gdp phai khi gas ro ri. Han van c6 thé nin thé chay mot mach dén nha chinh, cé diéu,
den hanh lang lai hong. Phai di gitta hanh lang t6i om dai hep quanh co nay, hon nita lai 1a
gitta dém khuya, anh trang da bi may che hét, ding la khé khan v6 cung.”

Tran Twdc nghiém trang phan tich.

“Néu hung tht c6 thiét bi chiéu sang thi van cé thé nin thd chay qua, hit phai it khi gas
cling khong c6 gi nghiém trong, khong thé tring doc ngay dwgc.” Trinh Hoc Hong 1én
tiéng.

“Thay Trinh n6i phdi, thé nén chung ta lan lwgt xét xem, nhitng nguwdi nao khong c6 thiét bi
chiéu sang. Truwdc hét loai trir Té Loi va Lac Tiéu Linh vi bén canh thi thé ho déu phat hién
den pin, tiéc rang khong hong thi cling khéng c6 pin. Ha Nguyén cling khong thé, thiét bi
chiéu sang duy nhat trén nguwdi anh ta la mot chiéc bat Itta, ma thap I¥a trong khong gian
nong nac khi gas ro rang la ty tim duong chét. Dau Ha Nguyén c6 vat chan Ién c6 chay, e
rang cling khong kip bdi trong bong tdi mit mung, con nguwdi sé danh mat cam giac vé
phuwong hwéng. Hon nita du khoe manh dén dau, néu lién tuc hit phai khi gas nong do cao
trong vong ba phit, co thé sé hn mé va bi s6c. Vay con nghi pham hang dau C6 Vinh Huy
thi sao? Ciing khong thé, vi 6ng ta dang bi dan day chang dau goi, e rang chua chay hét nira
hanh lang da ngat thd chét ro6i. Gat bé nhitng nghi pham trén day, nguwdi con lai cudi cung
chinh la hung thu.” Tran Twdc viron ngudi ra tride, doéi mat sang lap lanh.

“Trdi a, vay ra hung thu giét Chu Vi Thanh chinh 1a bac si Luu Quoc Quyén?”

“Pirng voi két luan chit Han Tan. Theo nhitng gi t6i vira ndi thi hung thu cua ching ta la
ngwoi dem theo thiét bi chiéu sang bén ngwdi. Day la dap an toi rit ra dwgce tw va Chu Vi
Thanh. Quay lai nhitng vu khac, chiing ta c6 thé loai bé Lwu Quoc Quyén khong? Puong
nhién khong thé, vi khong xac dinh duwgc trinh ty va thoi gian t vong. Vu an cta chiing ta
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cang tré nén cyc ki phitc tap bdi ciing c6 kha nang Chu Vi Thanh gia chét, hoac Iic do
hung tha chwa giét 6ng ta, nhung 6ng ta mai la hung tha giét bon nguoi kia. Dé tranh kha
nang nay, moi lan t6i suy ludn mot vu déu sé 16i nghi pham tir dwdi mo 1én, nhin nhan dudi
dua moi géc do dé khong mdy may lot bat c so hé nao, khong thé bé qua bat ct ai. Pugc
r0i, t* vu Chu Vi Thanh, ching ta nam dugc diéu kién dau tién la ké c6 thiét bi chiéu sang,
cling titc 1a bac si Luu Qudc Quyeén. Xin cac vi nhé ki diéu nay dé chung ta tiép tuc. Trong
vu dao dién tré Ha Nguyeén bi giét, t6i da chu y dén vai diém la tai hién treong.” Tran Tuwdc
di di lai lai trong phong, thao thao bat tuyét.

“Can phong khong c6 ctra s6 u?” Vuwong Phurong xen vao.

“DP6 chi la mot diém ma thoi. Theo 10i canh sat Triéu, chung ta dugc biét xung quanh thi
thé Ha Nguyén vuong vai kich ban, coc to va mét diéu thuéc Camel van con ngam trén
miéng, chwa cham Iwa. Thi thé cach ban gidy mot quang. Cac vi th nghi xem, cé la
khong?” Tran Twdc rut trong tii ra mot cdy bt may ngdm vao miéng, roi tay phai cam
quyeén so, tay trai cam tach tra trén ban lén. Cac vi thdy sao? Néu t6i mudn uoéng nwdc thi
con ngam thuoc lam gi? Néu t6i mudn cham thudc, sao lai cam coc chit khong cam bat Itva?
Xin chti y cho, thi thé cach ban gidy mot quang, nén coc, thudc 14 va kich ban khdng thé roi
tir trén ban xudng dwgc. Ha Nguyén bay gio dang ditng nhu t6i thé nay, & ngay trudc cia,
sau do bi ngwoi ta danh tp u? Tai sao anh ta lai hanh dong nhu vay?”

Nghe Tran Twdc noéi thé, toi ciing thay kho tin. Thong thuwong sau khi ngdm thudc 14, dong
tac tiép theo sé la dung bat Itta cham thudc; con néu mudn uéng nuwdce thi phai bo diéu thude
ra. Tu thé nay cia Ha Nguyén qud la ki la, khién nguoi ta khé long ly gidi.

Duwong nhw nhan ra sy nghi hodc caa ching t6i, Tran Twdc mim cuwdi noi tiép, “Béi vay toi
cho rang day khong phai y cia Ha Nguyén, ma la hung tha ¢6 tinh bay ra.”

“Co tinh bay ra u?”
Anh mét Trinh Hoc Hong day hitng thi.

“Phai. Kich ban, diéu thuoc va coc nudc, trong dé6 c6 mot thit 1a do hung thu dat bén canh
thi thé, dé danh ltra ngwoi khac. Nhung rot cudc la thit gi? Truwdce hét, toi gat bd kich ban
bdi n6 khong hé mau thuan vdi hai thit con lai, trong ltic udng tra hay hut thudc, cac vi déu
c6 thé doc kich ban. Vay thi diéu thudc va coc to, vat nao mdi la do hung thu dat canh thi
thé?” Tran Twéc dat cau hoi roi lai dwa mat nhin quanh phong.

“Xem ra khong ai c6 cau tra 1oi, dé toi noi tiép vay. Néu cac vi doc ki ho so, sé nhan ra
ngay hung thu dat thit gi bén canh Ha Nguyén. Doi trudng Triéu lic mdi t6i da ké, miéng
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anh dao dién cdn chéat dét thude, nhw vay cai c6c mdi la tht hung tha dé lai. Rat la phai
khong? Sao hung tht phdi bé lai hién treong mot cai cdc? That ra don gidn, mau chot
khong ndm & c6c ma nam & ca phé tr trong coc chady ra. Canh sat Triéu miéu ta rang cai
c6c nam lan 16c, ca phé chdy dai theo khe ctra ra ngoai, vét ca phé van con 16 mo dwdi san.
Hung tha lam do6 c6c nhét dinh la ¢6 dung y. Han mudn dung hanh dong do6 dé che day diéu
gi? Mot coc ca phé thi che gidu dugc cai gi? Chung ta thit dong ndo suy doan xem. Phai roi,
chinh la mot vét 6 khac trén san. Hung thi mudn dung vét ca phé dé che vét 6 gi? Ca phé
chay ra da che day dugc thi gi trén mat dat? Chinh la mau.”

“Theo bao céo phéap y, nguyén nhan Ha Nguyén tit vong la do ton thuong co hoc, thi thé c6
nhiéu vét thwong do vat sac nhon giy ra. Ha Nguyén da bi hung tht dam may nhét, chay
nhiéu mau, méau day ra san nha ciing la chuyén binh thwong. Vay tai sao hung thu phai che
gidu vét mau trén san? Co can thiét khong? Chung ta thit nghi theo huwéng khac xem sao.
Phéi chang thit hung thtt mudn che giau khong phai viing mau canh thi thé ma la vét mau
nho dudi khe civa? Tuy nho, nhwng néu bi phét hién thi sé toi doi. Mau nan nhan da dong
lai, khong thé chay tiép ra d6 nita nén budc phai dung ca phé. Tai sao khe cta lai c6 vét
mau? Vi hung tha da giét nguwdi trong lic cra mé toang, c6 vdy mau mdi ban ra nén nha
chit khong phai ban 1én ctra. Khong sai, tén hung thu nay gan to bang troi, da dé civa md ma
giét chét Ha Nguyén.”

Trong phong vang 1én tiéng sot soat cia co thé ngudi co xat véi 16p da boc sofa.

“Sau khi gay an, hung thi méi phat hién ra may vét mau dd, néu khong xi ly at sé bi vach
tran than phan. C& sao han phai m& cira giét nguoi chit khong dong lai? Han khong sg bi
phat hién v? Puwong nhién han sg, bang khong sé chang hoi sttc dau d6 ca phé ra che giau.
That ra, hanh vi ki quac nay cia hung tht cé lién quan t&éi mot chitng bénh tam ly. Chi
Vuong, bac si Pao, hai vi déu am hiéu tam ly hoc, han chang la gi chitng sg khong gian
khép kin dung khong?”

“Sg khong gian khép kin la trang thai lo au, so hai khi ¢ trong mét khong gian kin, vi tam
ly e ngai kha nang khong thé thoét ra nén sinh hodng sg. Néu bi nang con cam thiy ngat
thd, tham chi ngét xiu.” Vwong Phuong dap.

“Cau noi hung tha c6 chitng s¢o khong gian khép kin, vay lam sao cau biét dugc ai trong
nhitng nguwdi & Vo Chai nam xwa mac phai chitng nay?” Pao Chan Khon hoi.

Nhu da doan treedc tinh huéng, Tran Twdc gio cudn so tay 1én, “Cau tra 16i van ndm trong
cau chuyén cta C6 Vinh Huy. Thé nén t6i m@i néi, mudn pha vu an lan nay, phai gom
nhitng manh moi d3 mét va manh méi von c6 lai. O x& Nuwdc, khi Hoang tit Ech gip Khan
Do lan dau, Khan Dé da ndi, “Trén doi nay t6i cam ghét nhat hai thi, mot 1a cai nguc, hai la
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nguwoi so6i. Cai nguc giam cam ngwoi ta, khong cho ho ra ngoai, toi lai s¢ nhat la mat ty do,
néu mat tv do, t6i sé run 1én ban bat. Con ngudi séi an thit ngwdi khong nha xwong, lam hai
dan lanh x* Nuéc, ac doc vo cung..” Xin lru y, ‘mat tw do’ ma Khan Pé nhac dén chinh la
bi giam cam, twong ng v4i noi s¢g khong thé thoat khoi phong kin ctia Lac Tiéu Linh, tic
Khan Do trong doi thyc. Bdi vay, hung tha giét hai dao dién tré Ha Nguyén chinh la ni
dién vién Lac Tiéu Linh mac chitng sg khong gian khép kin.”

Qua suy luan, Tran Tuwdc da cho thdy hung thu giét Chu Vi Thanh la Lwu Quéc Quyeén,
hung tha giét Ha Nguyén la Lac Tiéu Linh. T6i khong o 161 cau ta néi c6 phai sy thyc hay
khong, nhung néu qud ding nhu thé thi qua kinh khung.

“Con mot vu nita khién t6i thay la, 1a cai chét cua nha van nir Té Lgi. Hién treong noi Té
Loi bi hung tha siét co chét trong phong sach tang 1 rat ki quai. Giita phong c6 hai gia sach,
trong do, tat ca sach trén mot gia déu bi 1ay xudng viit bira bai dwdi san, budc vao phong ci
nhw budc vao mot bién sach vay. Truwong hgp nay cé hai kha nang, mot la Té Loi lay sach
xuong, hai la hung tha ldy sach xudng. Kha nang thit nhat c6 thé xay ra khong? Té Lgi la
khéach, hanh dong nhw vay la that 1é v6i chu nha, huéng ho trong phong sach cia C6 Vinh
Huy c6 khé nhiéu sach co, tuy tién viit lung tung khéng phai hanh dong cia nguoi yéu
sach. Néu muon tim sach c6 thé tim tir tir, khong can lam vay. T6i cho rang, hanh vi d6 do
hung thu gay ra. Han lam vay vi muc dich gi? Chuing ta c6 thé nhin ra d6i chit manh mai tw
cach bo tri phong sach.”

No6i doan, Tran Twdc lai rit trong chong ho so day cop ra mot ban so do phong sach.

“Cac vi xem, can phong hinh chi* H nay c6 thé ra vao tir ca hai dau. Lan trude toi cuing Han
Tan dén phong sach, thdy phia Dong la ctta phong, phia Tay la mdt ctra s6 16n. Bau ctra
thap, ngwoi binh thwong thira sitc bude qua. Chinh gitta phong bay hai gia sach quay mat
vao nhau, chia gian phong lam hai phan, 16i di gitta hai gia sach chang khac nao mot hanh
lang dai hep. Thi thé Té Loi & ngay ctta vao, cling chinh 1a mé Pdong ctia phong, qua dé co6
thé thdy hung tha vao phong theo duwdong cira chinh, siét ¢6 Té Lgi roi bo di. Luc trudc toi
da no6i, mo6i viéc hung tha lam tai hién treong déu c6 nguyén nhan cta nd, bao gom ca lay
hét sdch trén gid xuéng. Xem ra han khong muén tim sdch ma chi muén bé sdch xuéng dé
c6 mot mat gia trong khong. Vi sao chi dé trong mot gia? Toi syc nhd ra, khi di gitta hai gia
sach phai hoi nghiéng nguwoi ma@i qua dugce, co6 1€ nao hung thi nghiéng nguoi cling khong
da lach qua? Phai chang voc dang hung thu map map, lai vi mot nguyén nhan nao dé ma
khong thé ra ngoai theo 16i cii nhuw chang han cé ngwoi dang go ctta, khién hung thu cudng
1én nhung khong thé khdng bo tron? Bay gio han chgt ndy ra mét y, dinh nhdy qua ctra s6
ma chay. Song phai lach minh bang qua ‘hanh lang’ vira dai vira hep nay, doi véi ké phi
non nhw han, qua la vé vong.”
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“Gitta lic nguy cap, hung tht bén nghi ra cach g& hét sach trén gid xudng, sau do dich cai
gia sang, chay qua roi lai ké né vé chd cii, chang mat bao nhiéu sitc lic. Cé 1€ hdn khong
xép sach lai vi thoi gian cdp bach, khong c6 chd cho nhitng hanh dong thira thai; cling c6
thé do han khéng biét vi tri chinh xac titng quyén, e rang xép nham lai ty dan ltra d6t minh,
tom lai nhat dinh hung tha c6 ly do riéng. Sau do, han nhdy qua ctta s6 chay tron. Bay gio
chac troi van dang do6 tuyét, dau chan sé nhanh chéng bi tuyét vui 1ap, khéng lo 16 than
phan. Dya theo nhitng suy doan trén day, t6i cho rang hung tha giét Té Loi nhat dinh la mot
ngwoi béo. Trong lic thuat chuyén, canh sat Triéu tirng n6i Ha Nguyén nang dén hon tram
can, la ké béo nhat ¢ do, hon nita trong truyén, C6 Vinh Huy cling miéu td Nhim Hans la
‘tron vo’. Ngoai trit dao dién Ha Nguyén, t6i thirc khong twdng twgng noi ké nao can phai
dich chuyén gia sach dé chay tron nita.”

Néu suy ludn cua Tran Twdc chinh xac, vay la Ha Nguyén giét Té Loi, roi Lac Tiéu Linh lai
giét Ha Nguyén? Vu giét ngudi hang loat nay that ra la mot vong tuan hoan w? Trong
phong khach gid day chang con tiéng xi xao hay ché cudi ché nhao nita, tat ca déu dong tai
1én, chi sg bo s6t du chi nita chit cia Tran Twdc.

“Tiép theo la vu Luwu Quoc Quyén.” Tran Twdc vira 1én tiéng, moi ngwdi lai do don sy chu
y vao cau ta, “Nén nha day binh nwéc hoa vd, diém nay c6 phan twong ty vGi vu Té Loi
nhung so v6i cac vu vira roi, lai 1a don gian nhat. Theo 101 doi trudng Triéu miéu t4, khi
vira x0c vao, anh ay ngwti thdy ca dinh thy Vé Chai nong nac mui thom dén ngat ca miii. E
rang viéc nay do chinh hung tha giét hai Lwvu Quoc Quyén gay ra. Han ha doc giét Luu
Quoc Quyeén, sau do 1én vao phong, khong can than lam v& mot lo nwéc hoa khién ngudi
héan syc nitc mui. Du ¢6 giat quan do thi hwong nwdc hoa van bam trén ngwoi, khong thé
got sach trong mot choc mot lat dugce. Vay tai sao hung thu phai gat do tat ca nwdc hoa?
Chi can chon mgt mui nwéc hoa twong tw, 1én it 1én vao phong ngwoi khac xit méi phong
mot chit, chang phai la xong w? Hanh vi nay chitng t6 hai diéu, mét 1a hung thu khéng co6
hiéu biét vé nwdc hoa ngoai, hai 1a hung thu khéng ngtri thdy mui gi ca. Vi khéng ngtri
dugc, nén han khong thé biét chai nwéc hoa nao giong mui chai vira v&, tham chi chi can
danh v&@ mot binh nuwdc trang khong mui khong vi, han cling sé sg chét khiép, cho rang
ngwoi minh dang thom Itrng nuwdc hoa. Trong tinh huong khong phan biét dwgc mui nao vdi
mui nao nhu vay, cach tot nhat la khién ca dinh thy nong nac mui nwdc hoa, nhw vay, khitu
gidc ctia moi ngwoi déu mat tac dung, khong thé doan dugc ai 1a ké 1én vao phong Luu
Quoc Quyén.”

“Y cau la hung thi khéng ngtri duge mui u?” Pao Chan Khén trgn mét, kinh ngac nhin
Tran Tudc.
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“Cé thé thé, cling c6 thé la do bi cdm. Néu bi cdm lanh, miii sé bi ngat, khong ngtii dugc gi
cd, khi cam nang con nhat mém nhat miéng ay chit.”

“Nhung lam sao biét dugc ai bi cam day? Van tim trong cau chuyén cta C6 Vinh Huy u?”
Dao Chan Khon lai héi.

Tran Twdc gat dau, “Pung thé. Theo cau chuyén ctia C6 Vinh Huy, c6 hai ngwdi nam trong
dién c6 kha nang mac cam. Mot nguwoi la Nhim Hans, titc Ha Nguyén; nguwoi con lai la
Cong chuia Bach Tuyét, titc Té Lgi. Khi dén xt Hoa, Nhim Hans bi hat xi lién tuc, that ra
d6 khong phdi di tng phan hoa ma la cdm ctim. Bach Tuyét ¢ lau dai cia Rau Xanh, chiu
dua giay vo hanh ha, than thé suy nhwge cung cuc, nguyén van viét rang ‘cam lanh ciling
khong ai dva ao’.”

“Chon mét trong hai ngudi nay v?” Pao Chan Khon khinh miét cwoi khay.
“Con can chon nita sao?” Tran Twdc cwoi nhat, “Déap 4n da ranh ranh ra ddy con gi.”

Dudng nhw n6i 1am nén khat kho ¢6, Tran Twdc cam tach tra trén ban 1én uéng can. Roi
chang dgi moi ngwoi kip dinh than, cau ta lai tiép tuc doc dién.

“Chi can dé y mot chut, cac vi sé nhan ra Ha Nguyén am hiéu vé nudc hoa. T6i n6i khong
sai chi, anh Triéu? Anh titng ké vdi ching t6i rang, dao dién Ha tirng mé han mot chuyén
muc trén tap chi Mode, chuyén danh gia vé chung loai va chat lwgng céac loai nuwéc hoa.
Mot chuyén gia nhuw vay chi can liéc mat ciing nhan ra dugc chai bi v& thudc loai nao, thé
nén toi gat bé nghi ngd vdi Ha Nguyén, hung tha giét hai Lwu Quéc Quyén nhat dinh phai
dap ng hai diéu kién, mot la bi cam, hai la khong am hiéu nwéc hoa. Vay chi con Té Loi.
Trén day la suy luan cua t6i.”

Sao c6 thé chi? Lac Tiéu Linh giét Ha Nguyén, Ha Nguyén giét Té Loi, Té Lgi giét Luu
Quoc Quyeén, Lwu Quoc Quyén giét Chu Vi Thanh, ndéi vay thi ai la nguwdi giét Lac Tiéu
Linh? Chi con C6 Vinh Huy théi. Chiéu theo suy ludn ctia Tran Twdc thi trinh ty t& vong
cta cac nan nhan lan lugt sé la: Chu Vi Thanh bj giét dau tién; thit hai la Luru Quoc Quyeén;
thit ba la Té Logi; thit tw la Ha Nguyén; thit nam la Lac Tiéu Linh.

Tran Twdc vira dit 101, trong phong bat dau c6 tiéng xi xao réi chang may chdc bién thanh
tiéng ban tan xon xao. Tran Twdc gio tay 1én, y bdo moi ngudi trat tw, tic thi tat ca im bat.
Moi ngudi déu mudn nghe Tran Twdc phan tich vu Lac Tiéu Linh. Gia st C6 Vinh Huy
khong giét Lac Tiéu Linh, vy ai la hung thu? Lic nay, tat ca cac nghi pham déu chét ca
r0i.
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“Suy luan dén day, t6i tin rang trong long moi nguwdi déu cé mat thoi gian biéu vé trinh tw
t* vong cua cac nan nhan roi. Han céc vi cling thay, vu an nay la mot vong tuan hoan vo
han nhw dai Mobius trong toan hoc vay. C6 1€ cac vi déu cho rang hung tha giét Lac Tiéu
Linh la C6 Vinh Huy, nhung liéu sy that c6 phai thé khong?” Noi t6i day, Tran Twdc ngirng
lai gidy 1at nhv mu6n dé ngwdi ta hoi hop, roéi méi tiép, “Vu an Lac Tiéu Linh hoi phic tap,
lién quan t6i mot khai niém thoi gian, lat nita toi sé giai thich ki. Ban ndy khi chitng minh
Lac Tiéu Linh 1a Khan Do, t6i da doc 1én mot doan van viét ring, ‘Hoang ti¥ Ech ngtri thay
guwong mat Khan Do téa mui thdo dugc, tay lai thoang thoang hwong hoa hong’. Trong cac
di vat caa Lac Tiéu Linh, ching ta dé dang tim ra hai thit c6 mui thdo duwgc va huwong hoa
hong rat phu hgp véi miéu ta trong truyén, chinh la sita dudng thé va kem boi tay. Ciing titc
la, moi khi tam rita xong xubi, Lac Tiéu Linh déu dung hai thit d6. Chac moi ngwoi khong
c6 cau hdi nao ve chi tiét nay, vay khic mac nam & dau? Ching ta lai xem dén phan két cau
chuyén, Khan Dé nga guc dudi dat, mui hoa hong trén nguwoi cang lic cang phai di... c6 da
bi Rau Xanh danh bai.”

“Tai sao chi c6 mui hoa hong chit khong c6 mui thdo dwgc? Hon nita hay chu y, nguyén
van viét la ‘trén ngwoi’, tic la ca mat, co6 va than thé déu téa ra mui hoa hong. Khi dugc
phat hién, thi thé Lac Tiéu Linh tran truong, t6i c6 ly do dé tin rang lic C6 Vinh Huy hodc
nguoi khac phat hién ra co ta da chét thi toan than nit dién vién déu c6 mui hoa hong. Diéu
nay chitng minh cai gi? Chitng minh hung thu da dung kem boéi tay hoa héng boi khap
ngwoi Lac Tiéu Linh nhu sita dudng thé. Hung tha khong hé phan biét duwge dau la sita
duong thé, dau la kem bdi tay. Vay tai sao han phai mat cong boi ‘stta dudng thé” cho Lac
Tiéu Linh? Han c6 muc dich gi? Thoat nghe c6 vé khé hiéu, nhuwng chi can cac vi dong nao
mot chut théi. Thong thwdng, nguwdi ta boi sita dwong thé vao lic nao?”

Tran Twdc ngirng noéi, dgi moi ngwai tra 10i.
“Sau khi tam, ding khong?” Toi hoi.

“Chinh xac, hung thi mudn danh Itra cac vi rang Lac Tiéu Linh tam xong mdi bi giét nén
cO y boi sita dudng thé cho co ta, nao ngd khéo quéa héa vung, vi ngu ngoc méi dé 1oi dudi.
Han lam vay nhat dinh la vi khong c6 chitng ¢ vang mat trwdc khi Lac Tiéu Linh tam ria.
Néu boi stta dwdong thé cho ¢6 ta, moi nguoi sé cho rang Lac Tiéu Linh tam xong mdi bi
giét, vay la hung tht c6 chitng c ngoai pham. Bé&i thé, hung tha chinh 1a ngwdi khong co6
chitng c¢ ngoai pham triwdc lic Lac Tiéu Linh di tdm. K& ra thi rac roi nhung phan tich lai
thay don gian. Trwdc hét, ching ta lam sao biét dugc bay gio ho lam gi? Theo 1€, lai phai
tim manh moi trong ghi chép cia C6 Vinh Huy. ‘Moi nguoi kéo dén nha Khan 4. Hoang
ti Ech trong thdy mot cay dan piano tuyét dep, bén ngdi xudng cham chi choi dan.” Ching
ta déu biét C6 Vinh Huy v6n la con nha giau cép tién, yéu am nhac, trong nha lai bay piano,

https://thuviensach.vn



biét choi dan cling la chuyén hiéu duwgc, theo ndi dung trong truyén thi 6ng ta chi cham chu
danh dan, khong hé dirng lai. Néu 6ng ta dirng tay lam viéc khac thi tat cd moi ngudi trong
dinh thy sé biét bédi tiéng dan cling ngirng lai luén. Vay nén 6ng ta la ngwdi dau tién t6i gat
bd. Thyre xin 16i, suy doan cua cac vi sai r6i, C6 Vinh Huy khong giét Lac Tiéu Linh.

“Poan tiép theo ‘Lic d6, Lo Lem va Méo Di Hia bong ra khoi phong, chiang r6 di dau,’
cling c6 nghia Chu Vi Thanh va Lwu Quoc Quyeén da roi khoi chdé Cé6 Vinh Huy dang choi
dan. Ha Nguyén va Té Lgi, trong truyén khong miéu ta cu thé hanh dong cua ho. Chiing ta
danh xem xét tirng nguwdi mot vay. Nguwoi dau tién la Té Loi, liéu cé phai Té Loi khong?
Néu cac vi dé y sé thay, trén hién treong Té Loi bi giét c6 mot lo kem boi tay ngoai nhap.
Té Loi dau sao ciing la phu nit diéu da, khong 1y nao lai khong phan biét dugc kem boi tay
va sita duong thé nén c6 thé loai trir. Pao dién Ha Nguyén thi sao? Trong truyén co tich,
Nhim Hans titc Hd Nguyén cham chi ldng nghe Hoang t&¥ Ech choi dan, mai mot tiéng sau
m&i ra ngoai. Ciling tic 1a trwde khi Lac Tiéu Linh di tdm, Ha Nguyén c6 chitng ci¢ ngoai
pham nén c6 thé loai trit. Gig chi con Lo Lem Chu Vi Thanh va Méo Di Hia Luu Quoc
Quyén ma thoi. Trong truyén c6 néi, Nhim Hans di r6i ho méi xuat hién trd lai, phu hop
v6i diéu kién cia hung thu. Vay ai la hung tha trong hai ngwdi ho? Cac vi chi y, hung thu
nham lan kem boi tay va stta dudng thé con vi m6t nguyén nhan quan trong la déng my
pham cta Lac Tiéu Linh toan hang ngoai nhap, nhw anh Triéu cho biét hom no, nhan hiéu
déu ghi tiéng Dirc. Ngau nhién la Lwu Qudc Quyén t6t nghiép nganh Y Dai hoc Heidelberg
& Baden-Wurttemberg, chuyén doc dwgc nhan lo Birc khéi phai ban nhiéu; nhwng Chu Vi
Thanh tuy la gido su lai bi sinh vién moi ra chuyén lam gia luan van, tham chi con khong
biét tieng Anh, sau cung nha trwdng diéu tra, chitng minh nhitng diéu nay hoan toan c6
thue. Vi khong biét tiéng Diic trén bao bi nén 6ng ta mdi nham kem boi tay thanh sita
duong thé va boi khap nguwoi Lac Tiéu Linh. Thé nén, hung thu giét chét Lac Tiéu Linh la
Chu Vi Thanh.”

“Loan r6i! Loan hét ca r6i!” Vuwong Phuong dap tay lia lia vao tran, nhw thé khong sao hiéu
noi 1ap ludn caa Tran Tudc.

“Néu Chu Vi Thanh giét Lac Tiéu Linh thi tao thanh dai Mobius that nhi! T6i giét anh, anh
giét han, cudi cung vong lai, cai gi khép vdi céi gi?” Toi than thd, “Hién gid chi c6 thé noi
Co6 Vinh Huy khéng bi tinh nghi trong nam vu an nay, nhung chan twéng rét cudc ra sao,
van khong biét.”

Tran Twdc lac dau cuoi, “Nhitng suy luan vira ndy chi dya trén dac diém vao thoi gian do
cta hung thu, dem doi chiéu vdi titng nguwdi twong (ng thoéi. Cac vi con béd qua mot van de.
Néu vu &n nam xuva do cing mét nguwdi gay ra thi sao? Suy ludn cua to6i da tao nén mot dai
Mobius, Chu Vinh Thanh bi giét tir doi nao nhung cudi cung lai vung day giét dugc Lac
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Tiéu Linh a? Lwu Qudc Quyén bi giét tir doi nao nhung cudi cung lai viung day giét Chu
Vinh Thanh a? Khd nang nay khong thé thanh 1ap dwgc, bdi vay nguwdi giét Luvu Quoc
Quyeén khdng phai Té Loi, nguoi giét Ha Nguyén cling khong phéi Lac Tiéu Linh, ci¢ thé
ma suy, tat ca déu khong phai. Nhung néu t6i chi rt tia cac dac diém nhan dang hung thu
qua moi vu roi tong hgp lai véi nhau thi sao?”

“Khong c6 ngudi nao hoan toan phu hgp véi cac dac diém doé dwoc.” Toi 1én tiéng.

“Anh sai r6i. Chting ta déu bi canh sat dan di lac dwong. Nhitng ddc diém cta hung thu lan
lwgt 1a bi cdm, mac ching sg khong gian khép kin, béo map, khong biét tiéng Pic va c6
thiét bi chiéu sang. Néu tim mot ké thda man tat ca cac diéu kién trén trong so sau nguoi @
dinh thy Vé Chai thi sao?”

Tran Twdc cam biit may, vé sau vong tron rdi nhau trén so tay.

“Tap rong.” Cau ta noéi I6n, “Cac vi sé thay nhitng dac diém nay khong giao nhau, moi
nguoi chi phu hgp vai mot dac diém, khong c6 ai dap ng dugc tat ca. Vay cé phdi toi suy
luan sai khong? Toi da khoi phuc lai tat ca tinh huéng bay gio mot cach hét sirc logic. Thé
thi sai st nam & dau? Hay suy ludn cua t6i khong sai, ma diéu kién cho san c6 van de?
Sherlock Holmes tirng ndi, loai trir tat ca nhitng diéu khong thé, thi diéu con lai chinh la sy
that. Ma sy that nhw t6i dwgce biét, trong dinh thy V6 Chai ¢6 mot ngwdi béo map, mac
chitng sg khong gian khép kin, bi cam, khong biét tiéng Ditc, va c6 dén pin. Néu logic
khong sai thi ké nay nhét dinh phai ton tai. T4t ca ching ta da bi che mét. O dinh thy Vé
Chai nam 1994 ay, khong phai c6 sau, ma c6 dén bay ngwoi. Ngudoi d6 khong hé xuat hién,
nhung C6 Vinh Huy da nhac dén han véi ching ta. Trong truyén co tich, triv Khan D4,
Nhim Hans, Hoang t Ech, Cong chia Bach Tuyét, Lo Lem va Méo Di Hia, con c6 Rau
Xanh nita. Khong phai sdu ma la bay nhan vat. Tén Rau Xanh nay, ké chién thdang sau cung,
cling chinh la hung thu thiye sy gay ra vu giét ngwoi hang loat tai day.”

“Hung thi nam xwa chwa chét u? Chuyén nay... sao c6 thé.” Triéu Tha Nhan kich dong
ditng bat day.

Vuwong Phurong ngap ngirng, mudn noéi gi dé6 nhung roéi lai thoi.
“Vay... ké giét Co Duong liéu c6 phai 1a hung thu nam xwa khong?” T6i lo lang héi.
Moi ngudi trong phong khach déu cang thang nhin Tran Twdc.

“Pay la diéu t6i lo nhat, bdi tat ca cac dac diém trén déu c6 thé khac phuc. Bi cdm c6 thé
khoi, sg khong gian khép kin c6 thé diéu tri tam ly, béo c6 thé gidm can, tiéng Bic c6 thé
hoc, thiét bi chiéu sang cang khoi phai ban. B&i vay, du nam dugc tat ca dac diém ctia hung
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tht nam xwa cling khong thé khang dinh dwgc trong s6 chung ta, ai la tén giét nguwoi Rau
Xanh nam ay.” Tran Twéc mét mo6i ngoi phich xudng ghé. Xem ra sau maét hoi suy ludn va
giang giai tir ndy tdi gio, cau ta cling da kiét sic, “Diéu duy nhat t6i c6 thé chitng minh la
Co6 Vinh Huy v6 t6i. Nhiém vu cta t6i coi nhw hoan thanh.”

T6i nhin quanh, thdy ngoai minh, Tran Twdc va Chic Lé Han, nhitng nguwdi khac da ngoai
ti tuan, ho déu c6 kha nang la Rau Xanh. D0i triedng canh sat hinh sy Triéu Tha Nhan day
dan kinh nghiém, Trinh Hoc Hong tram tinh, Vwong Phuwong hiéu biét, Chu Kién Binh gido
hoat, Pao Chan Khon trung lap va chu Sai trung hau, rét cudc ai la Rau Xanh?

Tat ca ngoi lang di, chim trong kinh hoang tot do. Ca dinh thy lang phac nhu to.

Bén ngoai, troi van mwa x0i xa.
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Chuong 7

The Origin of Evil”

[1]: Nguén con tdi dc

“Co Duong bay gid con dap lai mot cau u? Sao anh khong ké véi toi ngay?” Tran Twdc
ngoi ngay ngan trén ghé, cam tach tra trong tay. Nita dém cau ta mat nga bén go ctra phong
t6i, n6i la muodn thao luan vé vu an.

“Tai cang thang qua nén quén mat, toi c¥ ngd cling chang phai viéc gi quan trong.”

“Rat quan trong ay chit. Anh c6 thé khang dinh d6 la giong C6 Dwong khong? Liéu c6 phai
nguoi khac gia giong khong?”

“Khong thé nao. Tuy t6i khong than véi Co Dwong nhung nhat dinh téi khong nghe 1am.”
Tran Twdc cii dau, chitng nhw vira gap phai mot van dé nan giai.

“Luc theo chu Sai 1én lau, thoat dau t6i ditng ngoai ctta goi, doi mot lic nghe C6 Duong
dap “Toi biét r6i’, ké do t6i lai hdi bao gio cdu xudng nha an t6i thi cau ta khong noéi gi, toi
c ngd cau ta ngu roi, bén cung chu Sai roi di. Néu biét trudc moi chuyén, bdy gio téi nhat
dinh sé pha ctra...”

“Khi 4y anh ditng & dau?”

“Pé t6i nghi xem nao. Bay gio t6i ding trudc sgi xich cai, c6 tho dau vao ngé nhung khe
ctra qua hep, khong trong ro dugc tinh hinh bén trong. Chu Sai ditng phia sau t6i, nhung
dén t6i con khong nhin thay, ndéi gi dén chu dy.” T6i vat 6c nhd lai tinh canh t6i d6 dé thuat
lai nguyén ven cho Tran Twdc.

“Anh va chu Sai cung Ién gac, néu anh khéng néi doéi thi lic &y C6 Duong van con song.
Cau ta chét sau khi anh cung chi Sai xudng lau va trwdc khi Chic Lé Han cung Pao Chan
Khon 1én. Nhung ki quai mét diéu, bay gio, tdt ca moi nguwdi déu ¢ cing mot cho. Trir bon
nguwoi ra, khong ai roi phong khach. Ma bon ngudi cling di lam hai nhém, cé thé giam thi
lan nhau, khong ai c6 co hoi ra tay. Tri phi...” Tran Twdc ngang 1én nhin t6i, anh mat rat la.

“Cau... Y cau la...”
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“Trir phi trong bon nguwdi c6 mot nhom thong dong véi nhau, giét chét Co Duwong.” Tran
Twdc quat vao mat toi.

“Cau dirng c6 ngam mau phun nguoi.” Giong t6i run Ién, “Han Tan t6i thé vdi trai, néu toi
la hung thu hodc dong pham giét chét C6 Duwong thi ra ctra sé bi sét danh, chét réi con bi
day xuéng muoi tdm tang dia nguc, mai mai khong duwgce lam nguwdi. Cau da chiu tin chwa?”

Nao ngo Tran Tuwdc cudi pha 1én, “Toi dua ddy. Anh va C6 Duwong khong an khong oan,
cling mdi quen cha Sai dwgc mdy hém, tuy cé kha nang nay nhung khong cao. Huong ho,
néu vu viéc c6 lién quan dén chuyén hai mwoi nam trude thi lai cang khong thé, bay gio
anh con nhé qua ma.”

Nghe vay, t6i m&i ng6i phich xuoéng ghé, gian dit mang, “Dirng dua kiéu ay nita.”

“Lé nao trén doi thuc sy c6 phép thuat v? Hung tha di trén tuyét khong in dau chan, xuyén
twong vao giét chét Co Dwong?” Tran Twdc nam ngira ra sofa, gac chan lén tay ghé.

“N6i khong chirng ng6i nha nay la nha ma day.”

“Anh sg@ r6i ha?”

“N6i bay.”

“Thé tai sao lai bao vay?”

T6i khong tra 101 dwge. Chang hiéu vi ly do gi ma vira budc vao dinh thy Vo Chai, trong
dau t6i da hién lén canh twgng trong phim Quy dm"”. B phim do William Friedkin dao
dién, phat hanh nam 1973, ké vé mot c6 bé bi quy nhap, khoa hoc khong thé giai thich, me

c6 danh cau citu cha xit. Nghe no6i kich ban dwgc cai bién tir mot cau chuyén cé that &
Maryland, My. Ci¥ nghi t&i bd phim ay la t6i sén ca gai oc.

[2]: Tén tam dich tir The Exorcise.

Tai sao lai lién twdng né vdi vu an nay? Co 18 tr sau trong tiém thitc, t6i van cho rang hai
muoi ndm trwde, C6 Vinh Huy da bi ma nhap. Ong ta von khong phai tam than bat 6n ma
la bi quy &m nén md@i gay ra nhitng hanh vi quai g& nhw thé, nao la giét tat cd moi nguoi
trong dinh thy, nao 1a muon sitc cua ac quy, xudt hién & cach dé 5 km. C6 Duong ciing vy,
ngoi nha nay da chiu 16i nguyén nén nhitng nguwoi thira ké sé Ian lwgt bi ma am roi chét mot
cach ly ki.
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Nhung suy ludn cia Tran Twéc da dap tan y nghi vién vong cua t6i, chitng minh moi
chuyén déu do con ngudi gay ra. Hon nita, hung tht con chinh la ngwoi thit bay an néap
trong dinh thy hai muwoi nam tredc.

“N6i di cling phdi néi lai, cau suy luan ctr that ddy. Két hop tat ca manh mai twdng chirng
chang lién quan lai v6i nhau, qua la phong cach caa cau.”

“P6 déu la phéng doan thoi, chwa dén trinh do suy luan. Sy that chwa han nhw vay, chang
qua theo tinh hinh trwdc mat thi d6 la hudng gidi thich hop ly nhat, triv khi anh dwa ra
ching cu da sutc phan bac.”

“Bat keé ra sao, cau ciing da rtra sach dwgc tiéng oan cho Co6 Vinh Huy, néi cho moi nguoi
biét con mét kha nang khac. T6i chi to mo bdy gio hung tha chuon di bang cach nao? Co
phai ldc canh sat x6c¢ vao, hung thu da di khoi roi khong?” T6i ném van dé lai cho Tran
Tudc.

“Gio van chua néi dugce.”

Lai thé, biét r6 da moi chuyén song van thich 4p md. Bung phong cach tham t& trong
truyén trinh tham, nhat dinh phai dgi cho dén khi tat ca bi ham hai thé thdm méi chiu thong
dong budc 1én gitta san khau vach tran chan twéng.

Nhung biét dau, qua that Tran Twdc van chia ¢6 manh moi gi vé vu C6 Duong.

“Ctt nghi hung tht van dang & day, t6i lai khong sao ngu dwgc. Lic nao ciing cam thay c6
nguoi nap dau dé trong phong, tay lam lam dao gam, doi ti thiép di la danh up.”

“Thi ra anh sg.” Tran Twéc cwoi gian xdo, “Chi bang dén t6i vac cai xac bi thit sang phong
toi di, toi khong ngai chia giwvong v6i anh dau.”

“Cau nghi toi la tré con ba tudi a?”

“T6i chi lo anh s¢ qua thanh bénh day thoi. Bénh tam ly kho diéu tri lam...”
“Cam on thay Tran quan tam, toi ty lo dugc.”

Coc! Coc! Coc!

bring lic nay, cé ngudi go civa phong Tran Twédc bén canh.

“Co ai tim cau kia.”
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Tran Twdc gat dau, ditng day roi khoi phong, toi cling theo sau.
bitng trude cira phong Tran Twdc 1a gido sw vat ly Trinh Hoc Hong.
“T6i 6 vai viéc muodn trao doi vai cau.”

Tran Twdc budc sang, day cita phong mdi Trinh Hoc Hong. Nhung dudng nhw thay con
ban khoan nén van ding yén tai cho, dira mat nhin toi.

Tran Twéc hiéu y, phi cwoi, “Thay Trinh, néu da tin em thi cing nén tin Han Tan lu6n di.”
T6i voOi xua tay, nhung Trinh Hoc Hong da vo vo vai toi, to y ru toi cung vao.

Ngoi xuodng roi, thay g& kinh mat ra lau, deo 1én, ro6i lai g& xudng, c lap di lap lai nhu thé
nhiéu lan, dang diéu cang thang. Dwdi anh dén, gwong mat thay tron nhay nhw pha mét 16p
dau an that day, c6 cam giac da 1au lam roi khong rita mat. Tran Twdc pha tra den cho
chiing t6i r6i cling ngbi xuéng sofa. Khac han vé ué oai thwong ngay, trong cau ta lic nay
kha nghiém tuc.

“Nghe nhitng suy ludn vira ndy cta cau Tran, toi hét sitc kinh ngac.” Trinh Hoc Hong
ngang lén, vé hoi citng nhac, “Pung la nhw ngwa troi tung vo, giau tri twdng twong, sac sao
vo cung. T6i that long kham phuc, ké ca cdu doan sai di nita. B&i vay t6i cling cho rang,
néu trong ching ta chi c6 mot nguwdi nhin thau dwgc chan twéng vu an, nguwoi dy at han la

»

cau.
“Thay qua 10i, em chi dé ra mot kha nang ma thoi.”

Tran Tudc tranh né anh mat gido su Trinh. Thinh thodng, cau ta ciing 10 vé nguwgng nghiu.
Qua may hom tiép xuc, to6i nhan thdy Trinh Hoc Hong la ngwdi ngoan c6 bao thu, keo kiét
16i khen nhw ldo Grandet tiéc tién vay, viéc thay cong nhan Tran Twdc ké cling la mot ki
tich.

“Khong ngo lai nhw vay.” Trinh Hoc Hong im ldng gidy lat r6i ngang dau 1én, ““T6i song
bay nhiéu nam, cé chuyén gi chwa tirng thay nita dau?’ Trudc day toi hay néi cau nay, gio
Xem ra nuc cwoi hét sire.”

T6i 1én liéc nhin Tran Twdc, tham nghi chdng biét cau ta c6 dang thdc mac giong minh
khong. Tran Twéc khong dap 161 Trinh Hoc Hong, chi lang 1é doi thay néi tiép.

“Néu toi n6i minh quen C6 Vinh Huy thi cau nghi sao?” Trinh Hoc Hong nhin Tran Twéc
tham do.
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“Binh thuong thoi.”

“Vay néu t6i noi, toi va Co6 Vinh Huy khong chi quen nhau ma con la ban bé than thiét, cau
nghi sao?”

“Ciing binh thvong.”
Trinh Hoc Hong phi cudi, “Cau hay that day.”

“Thay dén day khong chi dé ndi véi em mday cau nay phdi khong?” Tran Tuwdc cling cuoi
theo.

“D1i nhién la khong.”
“Thay mudn ké véi em vé C6 Vinh Huy?”

“Pung vay. Toi khong ro6 chuyén nay co6 lién quan gi t6i vu an nam xwa khong, nhung co 1é
cau sé nhin ra dugc. Kha nang quan sat va suy luan cta cau déu xuat sac, cau la ngwoi van
dung tri 6c linh hoat nhat ma t6i tirng gap day.”

“Chi la trung hop théi...”
Thay Tran Twdc xdu ho, toi bat giac bat cwoi.
Nhung Trinh Hoc Hong khong cudi.

Chéng nhitng khong cudi, nét mat thay cang lic cang nghiém trang, ngodnh mdt sang mot
bén nhu dang hoéi twdng qua khit xa xam. Mai mot lic 1au, thay méi dinh than, hang giong
cat tiéng.

“Ngoai Phwong Tué, Co6 Vinh Huy con c6 nhiéu phu nit khac. Cling nhu tat ca nhitng ké c6
tién, C6 Vinh Huy lang nhang, ham mudn chiém hitu rdt manh mé. That ra ngudi mat da
mat roi, toi cling khong mudn chi trich sau lung ban bé, nhung viéc nay hét sitc quan trong,
toi khong thé khong noi.”

“Viéc gi co?” T6i to mo hoi.

“Co6 Dwong khong phai con rudt cia Co6 Vinh Huy.”

“T6i 16n hon C6 Vinh Huy sau tu6i.” Trinh Hoc Hong cam tach tra trén ban 1én nhap giong,

“Chuing t6i quen nhau nam 1980 tai nha mot nguwdi ban, bdy gio, téi da thady ong dy khong
phai ngudi tam thuwong. C6 Vinh Huy gidi bién bac, chi can bat dong quan diém, 6ng ay c6
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thé tranh luan v6i cau mot ngay mot dém. Nghi lai nam dé qua la sie tré doi dao, t6i va ong
dy da cdi co dé mat tia tai tt chinh sach qudc gia cho tdi van hoc nghé thuat. D6 goi la
khong danh khong quen, vé sau chung t6i thanh ban than. Nhwng du sao t6i cling la nguoi
lam nghién citu, khé ma qua lai qua gan giii véi nguoi lam an. C6 diéu, chiing t6i van lién
lac kha nhiéu, moi khi gdp chuyén gi buc boi C6 Vinh Huy déu goi cho t6i, con t6i nhat
dinh sé gitip ong dy trong pham vi c6 thé.

“Tuy 1a dan kinh doanh, C6 Vinh Huy van yéu vin nghé gidi tri khong thua gi t6i ca. A
phai, 6ng dy con la con nghién cd. Mai lan t6i dwgc nghi la C6 Vinh Huy lai t&i nha t6i
choi may van. Luan veé sttc c0, thoat dau ong ta thua xa t6i, nhung diém dang so nhat cta
con ngudi nay la vo cung c6 chap, doc hét sitc Iyc dé lam moi thit. Hoc cd cling khong phai
ngoai lé. Mdy nam sau, ong ta da c6 thé danh ngang co véi toi, thi thodng con thang t6i vai
van. Co6 Vinh Huy cuc ki hiéu thang, mot lan t6i an dwgc dai long”, 6ng ta bén trd mat
ngay, gat tung ban co bo di mét mach. Mdy hom sau, 6ng dy mdi dén xin 16i t6i, thira nhan
minh khéng quéan ti. Vé co ban, C6 Vinh Huy la ngwoi khong chap nhan noi that bai, du
trong suw nghiép hay trong tinh ai.

[3] M{t thudt ngir trong cd vdy, thuong chi viéc chua 6n dinh vé cuc dién, cé thé bi di thu tdn cong, uy hiép ca mét nhém

qudn (ttr muoi qudn trd 1én).

“Ba Phuwong Tué me C6 Dwong la mot phu nit dep, dén gig van vay. That long t6i khong tin
c6 nguoi dan 6ng nao khong xao xuyén tredc nhan sdc dy. Thoi tré nguwdi trong cay si
Phuwong Tué rat dong, canh tranh cyc ki ac liét. Cudi cung, ba dy rung dong trudc sy kién tri
cia C6 Vinh Huy, hai nguwoi két hon nam 1986. Nhung ciing chinh vao nam d6, C6 Vinh
Huy ngoai tinh. Ong ay yéu Phwong Tué, diéu ndy t6i chic chin. Nhung ong ay ciing yéu
Bach Diém.”

“Bach Diém w?” T6i nghiéng dau hdi, “La gai bao cia C6 Vinh Huy?”
Trinh Hoc Hong lac dau, “Bach Diém la gai da c6 chong.”

“Gi c0?” Hinh tuwgng thvong gia C6 Vinh Huy vira giéi lam an vira yéu van nghé trong
long toi thé 1a syup do tan tanh.

“Chuyén nay néi ra thi dai lam. Dung mao Bach Diém tuy khong bang Phwong Tué nhung
cling dep, néu ndi Phwong Tué la déa hong nong nhiét thi Bach Diém la mau don an tinh.
Bach Diém tir Thanh D6 téi Thugng Hai hoc dai hoc, tré thanh thw ky riéng ctia C6 Vinh
Huy. Ngay ngay ké can, C6 Vinh Huy dan dan ndy sinh cam tinh nhung Bach Diém la
nguwoi cé nguyén tac, luén khéo 1éo khudce tir sy theo dudi cia Cé6 Vinh Huy. Mot phan vi
biét C6 Vinh Huy sap két hon cung Phuwong Tué, phan khac la chéng Bach Diém ciing hét
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sttc cung chiéu vg. Néu moi chuyén chi nhu thé thi cling chang sao. Nhung nhv lic trede
toi da noi, C6 Vinh Huy cyc ki hiéu thang, ké ca trén phwong dién tinh &i, nén... nén...”
Trinh Hoc Hong ngap ngitng, nhat thoi khong noi tiép dugc.

“Nén ong ta da cudng birc Bach Diém?” Tran Twdc hoi chém ngudi tdi trudc, tiép 10i.
Trinh Hoc Hong x6t xa gat dau.

“Ong dy ké v&i t6i chuyén d6, con vién cd lic 4y qua chén, mat kiém soéat. Ong dy muén
tim Bach Diém ta 16i, dong thoi mudn dung tién bu dap ton thwong tinh than, nhung Bach
Diém da bién mat. Mdy hom sau, t6i doc bao mdi biét Bach Diém da nhay lau ty sat, ma
dia diém ty sat chinh la cao 6c cong ty C6 Vinh Huy.”

“Phuong Tué biét chi?”

“Phai, gidy nao goi dugc ltira? Ca cong ty xon xao ban tan vé mdi quan hé bat chinh ctia Co
Vinh Huy va Bach Diém. Thét ra trong mdi quan hé dy chi c6 C6 Vinh Huy tinh nguyén
thoi. Vé sau, chong Bach Diém t6i cong ty lam am 1 mdy lan, déu bi bao vé chan lai ti
ngoai ctra. LOi ong tiéng ve trong cong ty dwong nhién cling dén tai Phwong Tué, ba ay
khong dam tin md&i két hon chwa day mot nam ma chong minh da lang nhang vGi nhan vién
cong ty, con lién quan dén mang ngwoi. Cudi cung, Phuwong Tué dé nghi ly hén véi Co
Vinh Huy. Sau khi chia tay, Phuong Tué ra nwdc ngoai. C6 Vinh Huy thudng xuyén tdi tim
t0i, dém nao cling muwgn regu gidi sau. Nita nam sau, Phwong Tué thinh linh tré vé Thugng
Hai. C6 Vinh Huy mirng nhw bat dugc vang, 1ap tic cau hon lai, Phwong Tué cling nhan
loi.”

“That la ki la.” T6i lam bam.

“Bay gio toi cling nghi vay. Nhung Co6 Vinh Huy ké véi t6i rang, nguwdi khién Phuwong Tué
nghi lai khong phai 6ng dy, ma la dita con.”

“Truwdc khi di, Phwong Tué da c6 mang u?”

“U, c6 mang C6 Dwong, nhung ra nuwéc ngoai méi phat hién ra. Phwong Tué khong muén
béd dita bé, lai khong thé dé con sinh ra khong cha, nén danh tai hgp. C6 Vinh Huy thira dip
nay bén ké 1€ thé thot, rang khong bao gio lac 16i nita.”

“Vtra r6i 6ng n6i C6 Duwong khong phai con rudt Cé6 Vinh Huy, 1€ nao trong thdi gian nay
Phuong Tué cling ngoai tinh?”

“Diing thé.”
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“Co6 Vinh Huy c6 biét khong?”
“Pén tan ldc chét, 6ng dy van twdng C6 Duong la con minh.”
“Q...” Toi liu ca luwdi, chang biét phai noi gi nita.

“Pay mdi la diém dang sg cta Phuong Tué. Ba ta quay vé dé bao thu. Ly hon khong thé
xoa diu con gian dit, ba ta mudn dung cach nay trirng phat C6 Vinh Huy, dé san nghiép va
tat cd moi thi ctia 6ng ay roi vao tay dita con khong mau mu rudt ra.”

T6i kinh ngac dén khong thot nén 10i. Néu suy doan cta Trinh Hoc Hong la that thi Phuong
Tué qua kinh khiing.

“Sao thay biét C6 Dwong khong phai con rugt Co6 Vinh Huy?”

“Cé Vinh Huy nhém mau AB, Phwong Tué nhém mau B, ma C6 Duwong lai mang nhém
méau O. Xét trén goc do di truyén, nhom mau AB két hgp véi B khong thé sinh ra con nhém
mau O dwgc.” Trinh Hoc Hong bo sung, “Nhém mau ctia C6 Duong la do chinh miéng cau
ay noi vai toi trong ldc tan gau. Bay gio ching t6i dang ban luan vé mo lién két trong mau,
cau ay la nguwdoi ham hoc, that dang tiéc.”

“Ngoai thay ra con ai biét viéc nay nita khong?” Téi héi.

“Chac la khéng dau.” Dt 101, Trinh Hoc Hong g& kinh ra, ha hoi 1én mat kinh r6i dung vai
lau sach. Mét Itic 1au sau, thay méi hai 1ong deo trd lai.

“Hoi doi nhi...”

Sau khi Trinh Hoc Hoéng di khoi, Tran Twéc nhin dong ho treo twong, thdy da 11 gio dém,
khong biét chu Sai da ngu chwa. Bita tdi cau ta chang an duwgc may.

“Hay la xuéng bép xem c6 gi dung dwgc khong. Toi tw lam it d6 an ciing dwgce, khéi phién
chad Sai.”

Nghe cau ta néi vay, t6i thay doi lay, ben theo Tran Twéc xudng lau. Ching t6i di gitta
khung canh u &m ma tinh lang, chi c6 tiéng buwdc chan va tiéng mua roi ngoai ctra.

Ré phai la nha bép. Qua nhién chu Sai khéng ¢ dé, chac da di nga r6i. Tran Twdc di thang
tdi ta lanh, md ra tim d6 an. T6i khong biét ndu nwéng cling chang gitip dugce gi, danh ditng

bén canh quan sat. Cau ta 1ay trong ta ra hai miéng thit bo va may qua tritng ga, “bé ran hai
miéng bit tét an, anh kéo cdi thung rac bén kia qua day.”
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T6i 1ay thung rac sang dat dwdi chan Tran Tudc, tuy bén trong trong khong nhuwng mui tanh
twdi xoc 1én cling khién t6i ngat thé. To6i nay chu Sai lam ca mot ban hai san, nhitng vé tom
xuwong ca déu bo ca vao thung rac, tuy da do di nhwng mui tanh van chwa hét dugc.

“Theo t6i dugc biét, doi tw ctia C6 Vinh Huy trudc khi két hon cling kha phong ting.” Tran
Twdc dung song dao dan thit bo.

“Khong ngo ong ta lai 1a ngwdi nhe vay, uéng cong riva sach tiéng xau ho ong ta.” T6i lam
bam.

Tran Twdc dan cho miéng thit bo mém ra, lai 1ay it bot soda, mudi va t6i vun phét 1én.

“Mai la ngay cudi cung r6i.” Trong ltc chd thit ngdm gia vi, cu ta cam ly va khui rugu
dén, m& mot chai regu vang réi cing t6i ngo6i xudéng ban an, doi dién nhau.

“Van chira c6 manh moi gi vé hung tha u?”

«(y»

“Vu ca cugc gitra cau va ong Triéu thi sao?”

“T6i da bao gid choi tr té dau.” Tran Twdc nghiém trang dap.
“Cau dinh gié tro a?”

«(y»

Tran Twdc ma toi biét ludn ty tin, nhwng hom nay, t6i lai thady trong mat cau ta vé mét moi
va bat lyc. Chang can nghi cling biét, cai chét cia nguwdi ban than duy nhat thoi dai hoc da
giang cho Tran Tudc mot don chi mang. Xwa nay cau ta la nguoi kin ddo, song noi tam, tuy
tinh tinh c6 vé that thwong nhwng that ra kha nhay cam, chi khong thé hién tinh cdm ra
ngoai. Sau khi C6 Dwong bi giét, tuy Tran Twdc khong td vé rau ri, cling chang nho mot
giot nidc mat, nhung t6i biét cau ay dau buén. Pau buon hon ai hét.

“Chac dugc roi day.” Tran Twdc dat ly rwgu xudng, ditng day trd lai bép. Cau ta lam néng
chiéc chao day bang, do chat dau réi cho thit bo vao, van to Itta, 1an luwgt ran ca hai mat.
Tay nghé cau ta diéu luyén, du dung dao thai hay diéu chinh mic lita déu vira khéo, dén
mitc t6i van luon nghi ngo khong biét cé phai cau ta tirng lam dau bép hay khong. Ngoai
moén Tay va moén Trung Qudc, cau ta lam moén Nhat ciling tuyét ngon. Khong chi thé, Tran
Tuwéc con biét lam nhiéu mén la. C6 lan cdu ta nadu mi Iaksa cho t6i an, trong khi truéc do
toi con chwa bao gio nghe no6i dén nén am thyc Nyonya'”. T6i qua that khong hé cau ki vé
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chuyén an udng, tr nho da khong kén an, chi c6t no bung la dwgc. Nhung Tran Twdc thi trai

ngugc hoan toan.

[4] Am thuc ctia ngudi Md Lai géc Hoa.

Hai phtt sau, Tran Twdc lai dem hai miéng thit bo vira ran boc vao gidy bac réi bo 1o

nuwéng. Mui thit bo thom nitc tir 16 nwéng boc 1én cang khién bung t6i biéu tinh.

“Pgi thém chut nita, ndu xong xot tiéu den la dwoc.”

Tran Twdc do thém chit nwdc vao phan nuwdce thit con lai roi rac tiéu den, bot mi va cac gia

vi vao, dun ltra vira t6i khi sén sét thi redi 1én mat thit. Xong xudi mét loat thao tac, cau ta

sap thit bo vao dia, bung t6i tredc mat téi. Toi cat mot miéng dwa 1én miéng, cam nhan ro

rét nwdc thit ngot tham vao khoang miéng, chat thit cling ngon tuyét.

“Co6 thue mdéi vue duge dao, tam gac moi chuyén sang mot b...” No6i t6i day, Tran Tuw6c

thinh linh mé& to mat.

“Sao thé?”

“T6i ngoc that thoi.” Tran Twdc dat dao nia xudéng, dirng bat day.
“Khong sao cht?”

“Suyr that ranh ranh tredc mat ma t6i lai khong phat hién ra...”
“Cau biét hung tha giét C6 Dwong 12 ai roi u?”

“Chua.”

“Thé cau kinh ngac cai gi?.”

“T6i pha dwgc bi mat phong kin r6i.” Tran Twéc nhin toi.

“Mau ké cho t6i nghe.”

“Hung thu hét sitc xao quyét, da nam dwgc co hoi ngan nam c6 mot.”
“Gioi 0i, dirng up mad nita dugc khong?”

“That ra don gian thoi, hung tha...”

Dot ngot, co tiéng bude chan lan xudng cau thang.
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“Thom qu4!”

La Vuong Phuwong. Thdy ching t6i, chi nhoén cuwdi, tao nha vong qua ban an di sang mot
goc roi ngoi xuéng. Chi néi nira dém khong nga duwgce, dinh di dao vai vong ngoai hién, nao
ngo ngti thay mui bit tét ngao ngat nén chay xuong lau, von di khong doéi nhung thay
chiing t6i an nén lai nghe bung réo ong oc mat réi. Tran Twdc lién bao trong nha bép con
mady qua tritng ga, dé cau ta lam cho chi mén tritng hap.

Hai chiing t6i tan gau trong lic cha dgi, chdng may choc da thdy Tran Twdc bung tritng hap
ra. Vuong Phuong vira ném thir da xuyt xoa khen nggi.

“Coi nhu hém nay t6i mdi thye sy quen biét cau day, cau Tran. Du da nghe Co6 Duong gidi
thiéu cau tirng la c6 van dac biét ctia canh sat New Jersey, toi van c ntra tin nita ngo, mai
dén chiéu nay nghe ciu gidng gidi méi dwgc mad rong tam mat.”

“Oi...” Tran Twdc cudi gwong.

“Chi la...” Vuong Phuong ha giong. “Tuy da rira sach tiéng oan cho C6 Vinh Huy, nhung
ching ta van chwa biét dwoc trinh ty tr vong ctia cac nan nhan. T6i nghi néu lam r6 dugc
trinh ty nay, viéc diéu tra sé tién mot bwdc dai, kha nang pha an cling cao hon. Cau dirng
hiéu lam, viéc cau suy doan dugc dén day da la vo cung hiém c6 roi. Huong ho da hai muoi
nam troi qua...”

“Chi muon biét trinh ty t¥ vong ctia nam nan nhan u?”

“Pung vay.”

“Cé 18 khong kho nhw chi nghi dau.”

“That khong?” T6i la 1én.

“Suyt, n6i nho thoi, moi ngwdi ngu ca roi ddy.” Tran Twdc dwa ngoén tro 1én moi ra hiéu cho
toi, “Manh moi vé vu an hai mwoi nam trwdc cang ngay cang nhiéu, déu dwa vao suy luan
logic ma ra ca. Ba vay, ct manh dan suy doan tiép di.”

“Suy doan trinh ty gay an u?” T6i hai.
Tran Tuwdc thd hat ra, r6i uébng maét hoi can ly vang do.

“That ra, khi suy ludn logic, anh sé phat hién nhitng hanh dong bat thwong trong vu an
chinh la chia khéa dé m& canh ctra sy that. Bat dau tiv Chu Vi Thanh nhé, chiing ta déu biét,
ong ta chét & nha phu. Boi trwdng Triéu tirng ké rang, ho tim dwgc nhiéu quan do do Chu

https://thuviensach.vn



Vi Thanh dem theo trong may giat & nha tam. Tai sao 6ng Chu lai nhét vao mdy nhiéu quan
ao nhw thé? Luwu y dén chi tiét khac thuong nay, ching ta sé dugc day téi gan su that hon.
Chi Vwong, c6 1é chi van con an twgng vé tit trang cua bac si Luu Quéc Quyén?” Tran
Twdc hoi.

“Unm, chinh 12 ngudi chét trong gian phong trung bay nuwéc hoa.”

“Phai. Lic Lwu Qudc Quyeén bi giét, dé che giau mui nwdc hoa trén ngwdi minh, hung thu
da dap vd tat cad nwdc hoa roi lan lugt d6 vao ting phong hong tung héa mu. Puwong nhién,
ti quan 4o cia Chu Vi Thanh ciling bi va lay. Thé la 6ng ta phédi dem tit cd quan 4o vay
nuwdc hoa di giat lai cho hét mui.”

“Nhung nhitng ngwdi khac khong lam nhw vay...” Vwong Phuwong vira 1én tiéng da bung
ngay ldy miéng, nhu syc nhd ra diéu gi.

“Pung thé. Pay chinh la mau choét. Tai sao trong bdy nhiéu ngudi, chi ¢6 minh Chu Vi
Thanh dem do6 di giat, con nhitng ngwdi khac thi khéng? C6 Vinh Huy thi con c6 thé hiéu
dugc, bai ngoai do trong tu, nhat dinh 6ng ta c6 quan ao du trit trong phong dé do, du sao
day cling la nha o6ng ta. Nhung nhitng ngudi kia déu la khach ma khong hé giat dong quan
ao vay nudc hoa, thi chi c6 mot kha nang, ho khong lam dwoc. Bai ltc d6 ho déu da chét.”

“Theo y cau... Chu Vi Thanh la ngudi chét cudi cung v?”

“Pung thé, vi la ngudi cudi cung nén chi 6ng ta mdi c6 thé giat do. Nhw vay, chiing ta ciing
c6 thé suy ra Lwvu Quoc Quyeén chét trudc Chu Vi Thanh. Hai nguwdi bon ho bo trg cho
nhau. Néu danh so tr mot dén nam thi Chu Vi Thanh la nan nhan thit nam, con Lwu Quoc
Quyeén ditng th tw. Chu Vi Thanh chét ngay sau Lwu Qudc Quyeén, toi néi vay cac vi hiéu
ca roi chir?”

T6i va Vuwong Phurong déu gat dau.

“Pa biét tén nan nhan thit tw va nam, con ba ngwdi nita. Ching ta lai nhin dén trudng hop
cua dao dién tré Ha Nguyén mdt chit. Dién thoai trén ta dau givong cia Ha Nguyén bj cat
day. biéu nay von chang cé gi la, bdi hai mwoi nam trudc, tat ca day dién thoai ¢ dinh thy
Vo6 Chai déu bi cat, chi khac la 6ng nghe trong phong Ha Nguyén van ling lang canh than
mdy, chitng té da c6 nguwoi dung. C6 phai Ha Nguyén khong? Han la khong, vi theo suy
luan lic trwdc, Ha Nguyén dang ngam diéu thudc trong miéng, mdt tay cam bat Itra, tay kia
cam kich ban, khong con tay ranh dé goi dién nita. Thé thi la hung tha v? Ciing khong
dung, hung tha da cat day dién thoai, con nhiac 6ng nghe dé lam gi? Ngoai hung tht va nan
nhan thi chi con nhitng nguwdi song soét. Pung vay, luc bay gig, ai d6 ¢ dinh thy Vé Chai da
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phat hién Ha Nguyén bij giét, 1ap titc chay t6i cho dién thoai goi bao canh sat, nao ngo lai
thay day dién thoai bi cat bén tién tay bo luon ong nghe xudng, tao thanh canh tuwgng nhw
vay. Ho déu biét day dién thoai da bi cat hét nén khong ai dung dién thoai nita. Nhu vy,
lan dau tién c6 nguoi dinh bado canh sat, nguwdi dé da dung dién thoai trong phong Ha
Nguyén. Theo ly ma suy, chiing ta c¢6 can c dé tin ring Ha Nguyén la nguwdi dau tién bi
giét tai dinh thy Vo Chai.

“Dén day, chi con Lac Tiéu Linh va Té Lgi ma thoi. Cling khong khé doén ra ai chét trude
ai chét sau. Chédc hai nguwdi con nhd, khi Lac Tiéu Linh bi giét, than hinh tran truéng, con bi
boi day kem tay hoa hong. Lic phat hién thi thé Té Logi, canh sat chi ngtti thay mui hoa
hong & tay co ta. V& lo kem tay lai nam bén xac Lac Tiéu Linh. Theo suy luan lic ban
ngay, hung thta khong thé 1a nguwoi thoa kem tay cho Té Lgi, cang kho twéng twgng la thoa
xong han lai cam vo lo vé bén Lac Tiéu Linh. C6 kha nang Té Lgi mwon thoa roi dem tra.
T day ma suy, Té Loi bi giét trudc, Lac Tiéu Linh bi giét sau.”

Vuong Phuong gat gu, “Theo suy doan cda cau thi trinh ty chét cia cac nan nhan nam xwa
lan lwot 1a Ha Nguyén, Té Lgi, Lac Tiéu Linh, Lvu Qudéc Quyén, Chu Vi Thanh phai
khong?”

“V6i cac manh mai dwgce nghe thuat lai thi ding la nhe vay. Pwong nhién ciing khong loai
trir kha nang t6i da bé sot gi do, du sao cling la vu an tir hai muwoi nam trudc, toi khong dam
khang dinh tram phan tram. Suy luén logic chi nham khoi phuc sy viéc theo ti 1€ chinh xac
cao nhat ma thoi, néu gap phdai nhitng ké bdi béo ra bo, e rang chang suy luan nao ding
virng trén doi nita, vi bat ¢t su viéc nao ciling c6 tinh tiét bat ngd phat sinh.”

Vwong Phuwong cudi, “Thé nay da la c6 tién trién roi.”

Nho suy ludn ctia Tran Twdc, ching t6i da tam thoi phuc dung dwgc dién mao cta vu an
nam xuwa. Nhung toi e rang trinh ty giét ngudi cling chang may ich 1gi cho viéc pha an. Tran
Tuwéc lai khong nghi vay. Cau ta néi, it nhat ching ta cling nam bat dugc doéi chit tam ly
cda hung tha khi ra tay. T6i khong hiéu y cau ta.

Chung t6i tro chuyén cung Vwong Phuwong thém mot lic r6i ai vé phong nay. Bi dén ctra
phong, Tran Tudc bong tém tay ao toi, kéo t6i sang phong cau ta.

“Chuyén gi?” Toi hoi.

Tran Twdc khoa trai ctra lai roi dap, “To6i dot nhién nghi ra mot y, mudn tim ngwoi trao
do6i.”

“Sao... y gi ca?”
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“Veé vu giét ngudi nam xwa dy ma. Ban ndy néi chuyén vdi chi Vuong, t6i bong dé y thay
mot viéc nhung c6 mat chi ta ¢ do, t6i khong tién ndi. Hién gio, tat ca déu nam trong dién
tinh nghi.”

“T6i thi khong w?”

“V1 t6i chac chan anh khong phai hung tha.”

“Sao cau dam khang dinh nhw vay? Biét dau t6i lai la tén giét nguwdoi ay thi sao?” Toi cudi
hoi.

“T6i biét la biét thoi, anh dirng van veo nita.” Tran Tudc quay luwng cdi 4o phong, thay sang
mot chiéc so mi cdc tay sach sé. Bap thit trén lung cau ta néi vong 1én, nhung Iic mac do
vao lai chang nhin thay gi ca.

“Cau goi toi vao day khong phai chi dé khoe eo véi co bung day chit?” T6i tic tdi so 1én
cai bung minh ngay cang pheé ra.

Tran Twdc thay do xong, rut trong ngan kéo ban mot to gidy trang va but may, cdi xuéng
viét ra mot danh sach: Bong r6, bAm moéng tay kim loai, khung anh, quat dién mini, dai t
dién tiéng Hoa, son mdi, lon Coca, tham 16ng cii, bang vé bang go, but chi va laptop
Toshiba T4900CT. Nhitng vat dung nay nhin quen quen, nhung t6i nghi mai khong ra minh
ting thay & dau.

“Pay la nhitng thit dwgc tim thay trong can phong C6 Vinh Huy bién mat. Ca mot dong do
dac ngon ngang. T6i van ldy lam la nhung chwa bao gio nghi ki, gio xem ra ching c6 lién
hé mat thiét v&i vu an day.” Tran Tuwdc dua to gidy vira viét cho toi, nghiém trang noi.

“Theo t6i thay, day la nhitng thi rdc rwdi chuan bi wviit di. Cau xem, laptop ciling hong, lai
c6 ca lon Coca rong, lién quan quai gi dén vu an ch?” T6i nghiéng dau nhin danh sich,
khong sao nghi ra dugc.

“Béng vé cua Nhim Hans.”
“Bang vé nao cg?”

“Trong cau chuyén c6 tich ctia C6 Vinh Huy, Nhim Hans tirng ké véi Hoang tit Ech ring
minh lam mat bang vé nén rau ri khong vui. Anh nhin danh sach nay ma xem, trong gian
phong noi Co6 Vinh Huy bién mat, cling c6 mot bang vé. Anh cho rang day la trung hop u?”

bung vay, trong danh sach d6 vat c6 bang vé bang go.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Y cau la gi?”

“Bang vé nay c6 thé la cia Ha Nguyén. Anh c6 nhd Ha Nguyén ty vé kich ban phan canh
khong?”

T6i gat dau tan dong, r6i lai héi, “Ci cho la bang vé cuia Ha Nguyén di, thi sao chi¥?”

“Véan dé nam & day. Tai sao C6 Vinh Huy lai dem bang vé cia Ha Nguyén dén can phong
d6? Hodc, khong phai C6 Vinh Huy ma la hung thua di.”

“Hung thu 1dy bang vé lam gi? V& tranh u?”

Tran Twdc nhin t6i nhw nhin mot ké ngdc, ngan ngam noi, “Anh nén nhg rang, trong tinh
canh day rii ro vdi ca ké gay an lan nan nhan nay, bt ¢ ai cling khong lam chuyén vo ich,
nhat la hung tha. Nguwoi dem bang vé dén day, du la hung tht hay C6 Vinh Huy thi ciing
déu phai c6 muc dich. Viéc chiing ta can lam la moi cho bang dwgc muc dich dy 1én, vi n6
quan trong.”

“Pugc roi, tuy téi van chang thdy manh méi dau ca...”

“Khong chi vay, néu doc ki cau chuyén c6 tich, anh sé phat hién moi nhan vat trong dé déu
thiéu mat mot thi. Ma nhitng thi¢ ddy, déu c6 thé tim thay trong danh sach nay.” Tran Tudc
tré vao ban danh sach.

“Con gi nita?”

“Nhiéu chtt, chi can anh dé y ki cang hon thoéi. C6 nhéd Meéo bi Hia ¢ xit Hoa khong? Méo
di khap noi tim pha Ié ki ttc, pha 1€ ki @c la cai gi, chinh la khung anh nay. Doi trieéng Triéu
cling noi, trong ba 16 ctia Lwu Quoc Quyén c6 mot birc anh chup ca gia dinh. Tai sao anh
khong cho vao vi tién hay 16ng khung? Vi khung da bi 1y di, ma ngudi 1dy duong nhw lai
chang thich thua gi vat nay. N6i cach khac, thit Lwu Qudc Quyén bi mat 1a khung anh. Ké
dén la Cong chia Bach Tuyét. Bi Rau Xanh nhot trong phong kin & 1au dai, vo cung buén
chan, Bach Tuyét nhé cudn Sach Tri Tué trong phong minh. Cau chuyén con ké, cudn sach
nay giup cong chua biét thém nhiéu tir mdi. So sanh la thay, thit Té Lgi danh mat han la tw
dién. C6 Ié cudn tir dién nay cling khong phai cua Té Lgi ma lay tir phong sach. Chac han
cht nhan C6 Vinh Huy r6 hon ai hét phong sach ctia minh dang thiéu cudn gi.

“Pa tim thay bang vé, khung anh va ti dién, ching ta lai tiép tuc xem xem. Trong truyén c6
tich, cudi cung, moi nguwdi quyét chién véi Rau Xanh, phap su Khan Dé bat hanh thua tran
vi da dé quén chiéc hop than ki & xit Nuwdc. Néu doi chiéu thi chiéc hop nay la thit gi? Chac
chan khong phai tham 16ng, béng r6 va bim moéng tay kim loai; cang khong c6 vé la but
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chi, son moi va lon Coca, vay chi con quat dién mini va laptop thoi. R0 rang rang quat dién
khong thé goi la “hop” dugc. Laptop giong chiéc hop than ki hon, véi rat nhiéu ng dung.
Bdi vay, thit Lac Tiéu Linh danh mat chinh la chiéc laptop Toshiba T4900CT. Con Lo Lem,
trong truyén c6 ndi khi moi nguwoi nghi lai nha co, vi khong c6 thdm nén lanh, Lo Lem cling
lay lam ay ndy. Trong phong Chu Vi Thanh thiéu mot tam tham, t6i giai thich nhw vay anh
khong phan bién gi chit?”

T6i im lang, tir choi cho y kién.

“Hon nita toi cho rang, ké dem nhitng thit d6 vao phong khong phai C6 Vinh Huy.” Tran
Tudc noi them.

“Tai sao?”

“Bdi mot vai thit trong dd, chi hung tha méi lay dugc.” Sau cung Tran Twdc két luan, “Tw
day ma suy, khi giét chét cac nan nhan, hung thu ciing dong thoi 14y di do dung cta ho. Lay
bang vé tir phong Ha Nguyén, tir dién tir phong Té Loi, nhan lic Lac Tiéu Linh tam lay
laptop trong phong c0 ta, 1ay khung anh trong ba 16 ctia Lwvu Quoc Quyeén, lay tham 16ng tw
phong Chi Vi Thanh. Bang vé, laptop, tir dién, khung anh va tham 16ng, tai sao hung thu lai
lay nhi*tng thit nay, chiing c6 lién quan gi t&i vu bién mat bi an hai mwoi nam truedc?”

Chuong 8

The Finishing Stroke"

[1] Pon dau cubi cung.
Tiéng budc chan sam sap khién t6i thirc giac.

T6i gang gwong md mat ra, nhwng hai mi mat nang trich, khong sao nhac 1én n6i. Than thé
cling khong nghe 101, chi muén dinh chat vao giwong. To6i nghe c6 ngwdi goi tén minh
ngoai ctra nhrng mé mét qua khong cat tiéng dap dugc. Tiép theo la tiéng x6 ctra, r6i ti€éng

https://thuviensach.vn



ai d6 x0c vao. T6i nam dai trén givdng, mo mo mang mang, chang nghe rd ho dang néi gi
nhung c6 thé cam nhan dugc bau khong khi hét sitc cang thang.

“Han Tan, anh tinh lai di.”
Giong Tran Twdc. Toi cam thay minh bi cau ta xoc day roi ra sitc lac hai vai.
“Ngu cting khong yén...” T6i dui mat, “DPtng lac, toi say xe...”

“Cau khong sao la tot roi, bao hai ching t6i lo muén chét.” Lan nay la giong Vwong
Phuong.

T6i md& mat nhin quanh, phat hién moi ngwoi trong dinh thy déu do don tdi day.
“Céc vi... lam gi thé?” T6i da hoi tinh.
“Xay ra chuyén r6i. Bac si Dao...” Chu Kién Binh ngap ngirng.

“Bac si Pao lam sao?” Nhin lai moi nguoi trong phong, qua nhién khong thay Bao Chan
Khon, t6i tinh ngua han.

“Bac si Pao bi giét roi, sdng nay cht Sai quét don mdi phéat hién ra. Hon nita... hon nita
hung thu bé tri hién trudng quai di. Lo cho sy an toan cia moi ngwdi nén chd Sai lap titc
dap ctra goi tat ca ddy, chi minh anh la ching t6i goi mai khong nghe tiéng thwa, sg anh gdp
si c6 nén danh pha ctta vao.” Thdy t6i khong sao, Tran Tudc ciing lay lai giong déu déu
binh than hang ngay, thong tha thuat lai sy viéc.

Trong Iic mdc 4o, t6i tranh thl quan sat moi nguwdi trong phong. Chiic Lé Han van con run
rdy vi sg, Chu Kién Binh ditng canh c6 thi mat tai mét, hai tay vudt do lién héi. Trinh Hoc
Hong dang lo lang thao luan gi dé vdi Vuong Phuong. Giong Vwong Phuong nghén nghen,
khong giau dugc sy sg hai. Cha Sai lun xtn ditng 14p 16 sau lwng Triéu Tha Nhan cao 16n.
Vién doi tredng cling that than, e rang vu giét ngudi hang loat lan nay mdi 1a vét nho trong
ca cudc doi lam canh sat cuia 6ng ta.

Co6 Duong va Bao Chan Khon da chét, muc tiéu tiép theo ctia hung thu la ai day?

Pao Chan Khon bi hai ngay trong phong. Phong 6ng ta & tang 3, doi dién v6i phong Chtic
Lé Han. To6i theo sau Tran Twdc, cung di 1én con cé Triéu Thu Nhan va Trinh Hoc Hong.
Tran Twdc viva m& clra, téi da suyt hét 1én kinh hai. R6t cudc, toi cling hiéu y nghia hai chit
“quai di” ma Tran Twdc n6i khi ndy. Mui son nong nac xoc vao miii khién t6i choang vang
ca dau 6c, chi thay gian phong trivéc mat 1a mot dai dwong doé 1om, bon bite twdng déu dugc
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son do, giong hét phong C6 Vinh Huy. Chinh gitta phong dat mot chiéc sofa kiéu co, canh
do la thi thé Pao Chan Khon. Loa 16 tir dau dén chan, van veo nam nghiéng dwdi san, co
hong bi cat bang vat sac, tinh trang vo cung thé tham.

“Déng sg qua, twong nha do nhw mau dy.” Toi bat gidc cup mat xudng, thut lui mot budce.
Triéu Tha Nhan va Trinh Hoc Hong ditng ngoai cita ciing ctii dau, khong nd nhin thém.

Guong mat méo mo cua Dao Chan Khén ngoeo sang mot bén, mau tham den van ri ri chay
ra tir cd hong. Ong ta mit qua nhidu mau, mau chdy dai qua cd, qua vai roi dong lai méot
cho6. Xem d6 dong cia mau ciing du biét nan nhan da chét duge mot thoi gian. Tran Tudc
nhin quanh, gang gugng mai mdi ndn ra mot cau, “Giong hét cach thirc gay an hai muoi
nam tredc.”

“Tai sao hung thu lai lam vay?” Trinh Hoc Hong buwdc 1én may budc, nhin canh twgng
trong phong r6i héi, “Han muén mo phong vu an ndam xwa? Hay la...”

“Han dang ha chién thw.” Tran Twdc sa sam nét mat.
Trinh Hoc Hong bat luc lac dau, “Tai sao han phdi lam thé?”

“Thay nhin vét son trén twdng di, cach dwa chdi giong hét bén phong C6 Vinh Huy.” Tran
Tuwéc hit mot hoi that sdu roi quay sang t6i, “Lan nay rac roi to roi. Dy doan cua t6i khong
may da thanh sy that, tén giét nguwoi hang loat hai muwoi nam trwedc, nguwdi thit bay lan tron
trong cau chuyén ctia Co6 Vinh Huy, dang hién hitu giita chiing ta.”

Trinh Hoc Hong kinh hai nhin Tran Twdc, “Sao c6 thé nhw vay dwgc.”
Tran Tuwdc chi 1én twong, lo lang nodi, “Co thé va khong thé cai gi, chuyén da xay ra r6i.”

Sau C6 Dwong, hung thu lai giét chét Pao Chan Khon. Khac véi phong kin cia C6 Duong,
lan nay, han da bé cong son ca phong cia Pao Chan Khon thanh mau do, giong nhu hai
muoi nam tredc. Viéc nay nham chitng minh diéu gi? Khiéu chién véi Tran Tuéc u? Toi
khong rd. Sang mai xe tiép pham dén, c6 thé lién lac vGi bén ngoai, trd lai v4i xa hoi, tat ca
sé dugc citu thoat. Nhung cling khong loai triv kha nang chiing to6i sé phai bé mang tai day,
nhw nhitng vi khach bat hanh ngay xwa. That ki la, ltic nay t6i hét sitc binh tinh. Lé nao t6i
khong sg chét u? Hay t6i da chdp nhan s6 ménh r6i? Co6 thé lam. C¢ nhin Tran Twdc ma
xem, con ngwoi ty phu nhw cau ta gio cling cti guc dau, mac cho néi an nan nuot chirng.

Tran Tuwdc di vong qua xac Pao Chan Khon, kéo ga trai givong dap 1én minh 6ng ta.

Chung t6i dong cira r6i tré vé phong khach.
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Vuong Phuong va Chiic Lé Han dang ng6i canh nhau trén sofa, Vwong Phwong nhiu may
nhin ching t6i con Chic Lé Han sg sét cti gam mat. Cha Sai ditng duc ra phia sau ho, vé
bdi rdi chang biét phai lam gi. Chu Kién Binh lién tuc di di lai lai, thinh thodng lai 14y khan
tay cham mo hdi tran. Thay ching t6i xudng, ho lién xtim quanh.

“Chang 1€ gio ct ngoi yén chd chét u? Chi bang x6ng ra ngoai di.” Chu Kién Binh dé dat
dé nghi.

“Twr day ra quoc 10 rat xa, duong sa kho di, thoi tiét thé nay lai dé lac vao rirng nita.” Chu
Sai thd hong hoc, c6 vé lo lang.

“Con hon ngo6i doi ngwoi ta lam thit. Lé nao 6ng mudn nhin ching t6i lan lwgt bi giét u?”

Chu Kién Binh trirng mat nhin chu Sai, roi lai nhin sang chiing t6i, mong nhan dwgc sy tan
thanh.

Trinh Hoc Hong lac dau, “Roi khéi day la khong khon ngoan dau. Sang mai canh sat sé
dén, gio chung ta dot ngot roi di chi to tao thém co hoi cho hung tha ma thoi. To6i dé nghi tw
gio, moi nguoi khong duwgc tach ra nita, c6 ngu cling ngu ludn trong sanh khach, dung tr&
ve phong riéng. C hai ngwoi hgp lam mot t6 canh dém, thay phién nhau.”

“Cling chi con céach ay théi.” Vwong Phuwong lang 1€ gat dau.
“Cau Tran thdy thé nao?” Trinh Hoc Hong hoéi Tran Tudc.
“Vang.”

“Moi ngudi c6 y kién gi khac khong?” Thay Trinh dwa mat nhin tirng ngudi trong phong,
hét nhw cha toa hoi nghi, thady khong ai phat biéu nita, thay bén két luan, “Pwgc roi, c
quyét dinh nhv vay di.”

T6i dua tay 1én nhin dong ho, gio 1a 9 gio 42 phit sang ngay 18 thang Tam. Chi con hai
muoi tw tiéng nita la sang sang ngay 19. Néu moi ngwoi phai tap trung lai mét cho sudt hai
muoi tw tiéng theo 101 Trinh Hoc Hong thi ciing hoi cuéng chan, nhung xem tinh hinh treéce
mat thi dwong nhuw day la phvong an tét nhat. Hanh dong mot minh nguy hiém, bat ¢ lic
nao ciing c6 thé bi tén hung thu xao quyét tap kich. Thé 1a moi nguwdi déu quay quan trong
phong khach.

Cha Sai xuéng bép dem lén may chiéc banh mi m&i nwéng hoi sang, moi nguwdi chia nhau
an. Riéng Chuc Lé Han chi can m6t miéng roi dat xudng.
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An sang xong, chi Sai lai 1dy binh va tach 1én, ling 1& pha ca phé cho moi ngudi. Ai ndy
déu c6 tam sy riéng nén kiém 16i. Tran Twdc h6p mot ngum ca phé chu Sai dua roi quay
sang bao Triéu Thu Nhan, “D0i truéng Triéu, lat nita anh cung t6i quay lai hién truong nhé.
Han Tan, anh ciing di cung luon.”

“U.” T6i bo dudng vién vao tach ca phé, dung thia bac khudy tan.

Triéu Tha Nhan dwong nhw khong may hao hitng véi dé nghi cia Tran Twdc, chi am w lay
1é.

“Anh van chua tir bo u?” Nguwoi hoi la Chiic Lé Han, giong c6 khé dén mitc gan nhw khong
thé nghe thay.

Tran Twdc nhin co, gat dau.
“V1i sao hung tha phdi cdi bo quan 4o cua bac si Bao?” Vuwong Phuong nhiu may 1am bam.

“T6i cling lwu tam dén diém nay.” Trinh Hoc Hong tiép 15i roi lai dwa ra nghi van, “Khi
giét C6 Duong, hung thu khong lam nhw vay, hon nita, hién treong sat hai Cé Duong la
phong kin, nhing lan nay thi khac han. R6t cudc 1a hung thu ¢6 y bay ra, hay con c6 bi an
khéac?”

Vwong Phurong khoanh tay gat dau tan dong, “Diém chung duy nhat ctia vu an nay va vu an
hai muwoi ndam treede 1a déu son twong thanh mau dé. Phai ly gidi thé nao day? Tai sao hién
trrong lai mang mau sac nghi 1€ ton gido nhw vay? Xét trén goc do tam ly hoc, hanh vi caa
hung tha thwong thé hién duc vong tir ddy long han, vi nhw han coi son do la mau, son 1én
twong vai y nghia 1dy mau cta chinh nan nhan dé rtra sach toi ac cua ho. Nhwng han cdi do
quan bac si Pao lam gi?”

Chu Kién Binh gai mai toc roi bu, lanh nhat nhan xét, “Co6 1é hung tht 1a mot tén bién thai
cling nén.”

Trinh Hoc Hong danh mat lai, “Bién thai u? T6i khong nghi vay.”

“Ngoi day doan btra thi c6 ich gi.” Tran Tuwéc thinh linh ditng day, di thang lén gac, “Hung
tha nhat dinh sé dé dau vét lai hién treong. Han khong tron thoat duge dau.”

Tran Twdc ding bén thi thé Pao Chan Khoén, biéu cdm chang ro la thwong x6t hay tiéc
nuoi.
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Tran Twdc ma t6i quen biét 1a nguwdi kién cwong, sé khong thé hién tam trang 1én nét mat,
cling khéng dé nguoi khac nhan ra suy nghi thyc cia minh. Nhung lan nay thi khac. Toi
cam nhan ro ndi tdm cau ta dang dao dong. Tran Tuwdc da bi hung thua choc gian, gio day
cau ta giong nhuw ma6t vo si quyén Anh khong con sitc dap tra nhitng don tan cong nhw vii
bdo ctia d6i phwong, phong tuyén tam ly cling dan dan sup d6. Nhung Tran Tuwdc dau sao
van la Tran Twdc, du ngd xudng, cu ta van c6 thé guwgng day lan nita.

Bdi thé, cau ta lai ditng gitta hién trvong vu an, nham nghién mat, dé dai ndo van hanh véi
toc do cao.

Bat chgt, Tran Tuwdc md& birng mat, “Han Tan, gio t6i can phdi biét ba viéc sau day. Thi
nhat, loai son dé nay tir dau ra? Th hai, t6i qua c6 ai nghe thdy tiéng dong gi kha nghi
khong? Thit ba, quan 4o cia Pao Chan Khon gio dang ¢ dau, c6 thé tim thdy trong dinh thy
khong?”

“Puogc, toi sé di tra xét ngay.”

Theo 16i Tran Twdc, trudce tién toi di hdi chi Sai vé son do. Chu Sai néi, C6 Duwong c6 mua
hai hop son do, dé néu can thi phuc dwng hién treong phong C6 Vinh Huy hai mwoi nam
trwde. Tur dau dén gio hai hop son van dat trong ta thdp & phong chita d6. T6i theo chd Sai
dén noi, phat hién hai hop déu con nhung da mé nap, son bén trong coi nhw can sach. Toi
lai hoi cha Sai, nhitng ai biét & day c6 son. Chu Sai ngam nghi hoi 1au r6i dap rang khong
10, phong chita d6 khong khoa, ai ra vao cling dwge nén kho xac dinh.

Ve viéc ntta dém hom qua c6 ai nghe thdy dong tinh gi khong, t6i phai mat cong héi han
tirng ngwdi mot, cudi cung van cong coc. Moi nguwoi khong ngu thi ¢ trong phong xem dia,
chang ai dé y thay tiéng dong la nao ca. Quan 4o cia Pao Chan Khon lai cang nhi mo kim
day bé. Toi da lung suc khap cac ngdc ngach trong dinh thy Vé Chai, moi ngudi cling phoi
hop, 1t lwgt mé va li ca nhan dé toi tha sitc kiém tra nhung chang thay tam hoi. Mat may
tiéng dong ho, cudi cung t6i danh két ludn quan do cua Pao Chan Khon da bi hung thu
mang ra khoi dinh thy Vé Chai dé witt di. Nhung nghe t6i bado cdo, Tran Tuwéc lai khong
dong tinh.

Subt ca ngay, Triéu Thi Nhan chim trong tam trang u am.

Ong ta nhitng twéng minh c6 thé ngin chin tai wong, nao ngd moi viéc xay ra déu vugt xa
dy liéu, tham chi cang lic cang t6i té. Hai ngwdi mat mang ngay tri’dc mat, ong ta khong
khoi suy sup. Cong hét thady qua kht hién tai, 6ng ta da that bai su6t hai mwoi nam.

Su suy sup d6 boc 10 rd trong cudc doi thoai véi Tran Twdc ngay hom ay.
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“V0 dung thoi, chung ta dau khong lai han. T6i tham chi con khong ro hung thu rot cudc la
nguwoi hay la bong den cia mot 10i nguyén nita.” Dt 101, Thiéu Thu Nhan khé thé dai.

“Lé nao anh dinh budng xu6i?”
“Khoéng phai t6i muon thé, nhung... khong cé civa thang.” Triéu Thi Nhan chan néan dép.

“T6i khong cho 14 vay, bai todn kho 1a dé giai co ma. Thét ra téi ngwdng md anh 1&m ddy. O
anh toat 1én nghi lwvc ma nguwdi binh thwong khong thé c6 dugc, tinh than ctia anh kién
cwong, chap nhan thach thitc, khong khac gi cac nha toan hoc. Andrew Wiles néu sg gia
thiét Fermat thi da chang chitng minh dugc dinh 1y 16n Fermat. Grigori Perelman néu dirng
chan tredce gia thuyét Pointcare thi da chang gat hai dugc vinh quang hoc thuat vé sau. Néu
anh tiép tuc gil vitng tinh than citng céi ban dau, nhat dinh sé pha dwgc vu an.” Tran Twdc
nghiém tic noi.

Triéu Tha Nhan cwoi gugng, “T6i mudn kién tri lam chi¥, ma ciing da kién tri r6i. Mac cho
dong nghiép phan d6i, t6i van khang khang chay dén day hong ngan can tat ca, nhung két
qua thi sao? Cang lic cang té. Long tin cua t6i bat dau dao dong roi...”

“Anh c6 tin t6i khong?” Tran Tuwdc hoi
Im lang mot lic, réi Triéu Tha Nhan cat giong buon rau:

“T6i biét cau gidi, kha nang hinh dung va kha nang suy luan déu khién t6i kinh ngac. Buwgc
ca canh sat nwdc ngoai tin twéng moi lam ¢6 van co ma. Nhung vu an lan nay dac biét,
khong phai t6i khong tin cau, chi la khong biét dira vao dau ma tin. Cau c6 thé néi toi sg,
ding, t6i sg. T6i khong mudn xay ra bat ct chuyén gi nita, cling khong mudn thay ai bo
mang nita. Cau Tran, cau co hiéu y t6i khong?”

“Toi sé khong tir bd, hon nita, t6i con can sy gitp do caa anh.” Tran Twdc nhin thang vao
Triéu Thua Nhan.

“Xin 16i, t6i khong muén thay mot thi thé nao nita. T6i khong gitip cau dugc dau.” Triéu
Thu Nhan nhin Tran Twéc roi cti gam mat xudng, dit 10i lién roi khéi phong. Toi nghi, c6
1€ 6ng ta khong thé doi dién vGi &nh mat thiét tha mong méi cta cau ta. Xem ra cdi chét cia
Pao Chan Khoén khién Triéu Tha Nhan kiét qué hon t6i twdng. T day tbi cling biét, mot
khi con nguwoi da danh mat long tin thi sé trd nén vo cung yéu dudi, con gi6 thoi qua cling
du bay.

“Han Tan, anh c6 nhan thua khong?” Tran Twdc cui dau, héi bang giong déu déu v6 cam.

https://thuviensach.vn



“T6i ha?” T6i ngd ngang tré vao mat minh, “Cau dang hdi t6i day a?”

“T6i khong nhan thua, t6i sé thang. Hung thu chi la ngwdi thwong, nguwdi thwong nhat dinh
sé pham sai lam. Chiing ta chung tay moi sai lam do6 ra, vach tran bo mat that caa han, duoc
khong?” Mot lan nita, cap mat Tran Twdc lai sang ngoi ty tin. Pay mdi chinh la diéu to6i
trong doi. Quang thoi gian quan sat, giao lwu tiép xuc va & chung dwdi mot mai nha da
khién t6i nhan ra, difm manh nhat cia Tran Tuwéc khong phai la kha nang suy luan than ki
ma la nghi lyc bén bi, vinh vién khong chiu thua.

Tran Twdc dé nghi xuéng phong chita d6 xem xét trudc.

Phong chita d6 khong 16n, anh dén leo 1ét, nhwng dwgce chi Sai quét tide nén kha sach sg, it
bui bam. Bén phai 1a m6t day ta c, treo vai bo do da 16i mé6t cung khan tam va 4o choang
tam, trong ta khac la hai chiéc 4o mwa va tng di mwa rong thung thinh. Tran Twéc ngoi
thup xuéng, mé& ta thap ra. O d6 nhét day nhitng thit linh tinh 1t vit, nao béo cfi, hdp giay,
nao kep tai liéu va tap chi. T6i nhé cha Sai tirng néi, do vat trong nay da phan déu git
nguyén tt* hai muwoi nam trede. Ngan ta khong cé khe hé nao, y nhw ngay xwa. Tran Twdc
di doc theo day tu thap, lan lugt mad tat ca ctra td, cubi cung dén cho dé son.

Hai hop son mdi tinh gan nhw can sach.

Tran Twdc rat mot chiéc thuwde day chang biét & dau ra, bat dau do khoang khong bén trong
ta. TG dugc chia lam hai ngan, moi ngan cao chirng 30 cm, sau 40 cm, rong 40 cm. Cau ta
lai do sang hop son, moi hdp cao 25 cm, dwdng kinh 18 cm. T6i hdi tai sao phai do nhitng
th nay, nhuwng Tran Twéc khong giai thich, dwong nhw dang chim trong mach suy tw. Moi
ltic médi nghién ngam cau ta déu nhu vay, t6i ciing khong tién quay ray thém nita.

Do dac xong xudi, dwong nhu syc nhé ra diéu gi, Tran Twdc lai gid tdp ho so vu an ma
Triéu Tha Nhan da giao cho, thao tat ca kep sang mot bén, trai ting to tai liéu xudng dat,
dung bit may den hi hody viét lach. T6i nhan ra cau ta dang chép lai thong tin cua cac vat
dung nam xwa vao so6 tay. T6i gang viron c6 ra nhin mdi loang thoang doc dugc may chit:
Khung dnh dai 20 rong 15 day 3. Bang vé dai 38 réng 35 day 2. Ttr dién dai 20 rong 14
day 8. Tham long dé dai 70 rong 70 day 0,5. Laptop Toshiba T4900CT dai 35 rong 26 day
5.

Viét xong, Tran Tudc vui vé han 1én, bat dau wm wm hat khé, chang nghe r6 1a bai nao. Cau
ta nhét hai vo hop son vao ta thap roi sap xép lai dong ho so bira bai dwéi dat, 14y kep kep
lai. T6i biét diéu nén khong hoi nhiéu, nhwng theo t6i quan sat, nhat dinh cau ta da lai phat
hién ra manh maéi gi d6 quan trong.
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“Tiép theo day, phdi lam r0 tai sao hung thu son twong thanh mau do.” Tran Twdc noi, trong
ltic cung t6i budc ra khéi phong chita do.

“C6 vé han bj dién.”
“Anh sai ro6i, hung thu chang nhitng khong dién ma con thng minh day.”
“Thong minh cho nao...”

“Ngudi binh thwong sé cho rang han son twong thanh mau dé vi mudn dé lai ddu an ca
nhan, giong nhw tén Richard Layva Ramirez & My lu6n vé ngdi sao nam canh ngugc 1én thi
thé nan nhan vay. Tt d6, moi nguoi sé cho rang céi chét cia Cé6 Duwong va Pao Chan Khon
c6 lién quan tdi nhau, vi déu mang cam giac nghi thitc ton gido. That ra, t6i lai cho rang
‘twong do’ la mot cai bay tdm ly cda hung thd, hong danh lac huéng diéu tra. Hon nita, t6i
van gitt y kién cii, han lam vdy nhat dinh la vi can thiét, khong thé khong lam.” Tran Tuwdc
khom ngudi phai bui bam trén dau goi.

“Y cau 1a hung thii son twdng vi c6 1y do bét budc w?” Toi nghi hodc héi.
“Pung thé, néu han khong lam nhw vay, c6 1€ sé bi bat.”

“Con vu an ngay tredc? Hung tha khong giét Co6 Vinh Huy, tai sao phai son twong thanh
mau dé? Lé nao ciing la bat budc w?”

“Phai.”
“Hai hanh dong cach nhau hai muwoi nam, c6 cung dong co khong?”

“Trudc mat van chua biét dwge.” Tran Twdc dot ngdt dirng chan, nhin vé phia trudce, “Toi
cam thady minh cang lic cang gan sy that, gan dén noi vdi tay ra la cham dugc roi. Tiéc
rang van con thiéu mot chat, t6i can thém linh cam.

“Co phai cau da biét hung tha la ai r6i khong?”

“Tém, chin mwoi phan tram roi.”

“Rot cudc la ai ha? Mau cho t6i biét di.” T6i tom 14y tay 4o Tran Tudc, hoi hop gang hoi.
“T6i chwa c6 chitng cit, khong thé noéi btra. Téat ca nhitng gia thuyét hién gid cua toi chi la

lau dai trén cat, bat c lic nao cling c6 thé bi chinh t6i x6 d6. Pén t6i con chwa thé thuyét
phuc ban than minh, lam sao c6 thé dem ra cong b6 duwgce?” Tran Tuwdc nhin t6i, giong chan
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thanh, “Anh yén tam, néu t6i nam dwgc manh moi mdéi, chitng minh dwgc ai 1a hung tha
bang ly luan logic, nhat dinh sé cho anh biét dau tién.”

Sy that chitng minh, Tran Twdc lai n6i doi toi mot lan nita.
R0i phong chita do, toi 1én tang 3, dén phong Chic Lé Han.

Vo6n mudn xem tinh hinh c6 thé nao, nhung nghi ngoi mot hai téi lai quay di, ding lic canh
ctra “ket” mot tiéng.

O khung ctta m&, gwong mit thanh tii ctia ¢6 gai hién ra, mdy sgi téc wét con dinh bét vao
tran.

“Anh tim t6i u?” Chuc Lé Han rut re hoi, nht mot con nai nho dang kinh sg.

“T6i khong thdy c6 dwdi phong khach, chi Vwong bao c6 da vé phong nén tdi dinh 1én xem
xem cO c6 on khong. Tinh hinh bay gio c6 ciing biét day, khong thé loi 16ng canh giac
duoc.

“Unm, t6i khong sao.”

T6i dé y thdy Chiic Lé Han van cam mot chiéc khan bong trang, luon tay lau toc.
“Co dang tam a?”

Co gat dau, “Toi goi dau thoi. Hom qua an t6i xong thi mat nwédc.”

“HOom qua mat nudc u?” Toi kinh ngac hoi. Nhé lai thi t6i qua, t6i va Tran Tuwdc déu khong
tam rtra, lic xudéng bép nau cling dung nuwdc tinh khiét dong binh.

“T6i qua mat nwdc, khong tam rita dwgc. Nhung dau hoi khong chiu néi nén vira roi phai
nho cha Sai lay cho binh nwéc tinh khiét, goi qua loa. Ma, anh vao ngoi choi di. T6i vo
phép qua, ctt dé anh ditng ngoai tir ndy dén gio.” Chuic Lé Han mim cuwoi ay nay.

Co0 xoay nghiéng ngwdi nhwong 16i cho t6i vao trede roi dé nguyén ctra hé, budce theo sau,
ngoi xuéng giwong. Tdi an toa ¢ chiéc ghé doi dién.

“Sao toi qua c6 khong tim chu Sai?”

“Luc phat hién ra mat nwdc thi da qua khuya, cha Sai ban ron ca ngay du mét roi, téi ngai
qudy ray.” Chic Lé Han cui dau, ngén tay man mé nghich téc mai, tram tw mot ldc, chot
hoi, “Anh Han c6 sg khong?”
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T6i nhin thang vao Chic Lé Han. C6 van cti dau, cham chd véi mdy soi toc mai.
“To6i...”

“Anh no6i that di. Yén tam, t6i khong cwoi dau.”

“Hoi hoi.” Vira budt miéng, t6i da bat dau hoi han.

Cap mat nau nhat ctia Chic Lé Han nhin lwét qua giwong mat t6i roi hwdng ra ngoai ctra so.
Co binh than héi, “Néu t6i n6éi gid minh khong hé sg, anh c6 tin khong?”

T6i gat dau that manh, méac cho c¢6 c6 thady hay khéng. Chic Lé Han néi, “T6i da nghi roi,
du chung ta sg chét khiép thi viéc phai xay ra van sé xay ra. Chiing ta cang sg, cang trung
ké hung tha. T6i vo6 cung cam han vi han da giét Co6 Duong. T6i ma gap han, nhat dinh t6i
sé tra thu.”

Chiic Lé Han van nhin ra ngoai ctta s6 nhung vanh mat da dé hoe.
“Chung ta sé khong sao dau. Con mot ngay nita, chi con mot ngay thoi.” Toi an i.
“Vang.”

“Hon nita, Tran Tudc cling dang doc stc diéu tra. Cau dy suy ludn gioi thé nao co cling
thdy ddy, khong biét chirtng canh sat chwa dén da tom dwgc hung thu roéi...”

Bay gio, bén ngoai chot vang lén tiéng go cita, bau khong khi trong phong lai cang ra.
“Tiéu Chc, sao lau thé? Xudng nha an trva di.”
Nhan ra giong Vuong Phuong, t6i mdi yén long.

“Em xudng ngay day.” Chuc Lé Han dap vong ra, doan quay sang nhay mat véi toi. Biét co
muon thay do, t6i bén ra ngoai ctra dgi.

Chuc Lé Han thay do xong, chiing t6i cung xuong lau roi di thang dén phong khach. Bay
gio, tat ca moi ngwoi trong dinh thy da tap trung lai, chd Sai dang tat bat bung hét mén nay
t@i mon kia tir bép ra. Vi C6 Duwong da dan phai mua thitc an dy phong dén nira thang nén
thi'e pham trong ta lanh van con nhiéu, d6 twoi song cling day ap, cho du nghe néi xe tiép
pham van sé dinh ki ghé qua.

“That bat tién qud, t6i qua v@ 6ng nwdc. Tam thdi khong c6 nuwde dé tam riva...” Cha Sai
che miéng ho hing hdang may tiéng r6i khom nguoi t6 y ta 16i.
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Moi nguwoi déu néi khong sao, du gi cling chi con mot ngay nita, chiing t6i van chiu dung
duoc.

T6i thoang thay khée moi Tran Tudc gian giat, dam chac cau ta lai vira nghi ra viéc gi do.

Co6 1€ vi chuyén ban sang nén moi ngudi an uéng ué odi, bé mira vo s6 do an, chu Sai thu
don bung ca xudng bép. Sau bita com, khong khi trong phong khach ngot ngat dén kho
chiu. Triéu Tha Nhan chang néi chang rang ditng ¢ ctra hit thuéc. Tran Twdc cam mot

cudn sach muon tir phong sach ra cham chd doc. Chiic Lé Han di gitp chi Sai mot tay,
nhitng nguwdi khac quay lai choi bai.

“Cac vi dinh thé nao day?” Chu Kién Binh xem bai, cwdi nhat hoi.
“Phai thé nao thi c thé théi.” Gigng Trinh Hoc Hong c6 vé binh tinh.

“Chang 1é c giét thoi gian thé nay chd dén mai w? Toi con twong lai rong ma@, khong muén
chét & day dau.”

“Néu anh mudn di thi ctta ngay kia kia, ditng c6 kich dong moi nguwdi.” Trinh Hoc Hong
trirng mat nhin Chu Kién Binh.

“Nay ldo gia, ldo sap dén tudi xuong 16 nén mudn kéo chiing t6i theo chét chung chit gi?”
“Kéo anh chét chung v? Ban lam, t6i chang thém.” Trinh Hoc Hong cudi nhat.
“Lao gia dén mitc nay roi, tha chét sém dau thai sém...” Chu Kién Binh dung dung dop lai.

“Pu r6i.” Toi voi gidng hoa, “Gio l1a lic moi ngwoi phai dong sitc dong long, sao lai gay luc
duc n6i bo. Mo6i ngudi bét mot cau la 6n ma, danh bai théi.”

Vwong Phuwong chang buon khuyén can, c¢ thd o danh bai. Tran Twdc ciing chi liéc mat
qua hai ngudi kia mot thoang roi cii dau doc tiép.

Panh lién may van, Chu Kién Binh va Trinh Hoc Hong thay nhau thang. T6i dat bai xuéng,
néi khong mudn choi nita r6i ngap dai. Moi ngudi cling chén, 1 lwgt bo bai xudéng, bat dau
tan gau. T6i dua tay nhin dong ho, thdy mdi 1 gid 40 phit, con kha 1au méi t6i sang mai.

Tran Twdc da hét han ndon néng, trong hét sitc nhan tan. Toi kéo cau ta vao mot goc phong
khach, do héi xem vu an tién trién tdi dau roi.

“Chac cling sap xong.” Tran Tuwdc ué oai dap.
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“Hung thu la ai? Gig c6 thé néi cho t6i dugc chwa?”

«A»

“Alay gi?”

“La ‘@’ thoi.”

“Purng vo vit nita. Thai do gi day ha?”

Im ldng.

“Cau da phat hién duwgc gi d6 roi, ding khéng?”

Tran Twdc gat dau, xong lai lac dau. Biéu hién hét sirc bat thuwong.
“Cau ndi tiéng nguoi di duwge khong?” Toi cang thém noén néng.
“Chang phai t6i van noi tiéng nguoi day u?”

“Thoi thoi, cau thang r6i.” T6i gian dit, “C& git bi mat di. Dé moi ngudi & day chét sach
cho cau vwra long.”

“Sé khong ai chét nita dau.” Tran Twéc binh than dap.

“Sao cau biét?”

“Vi khong can thiét nita.”

“Khong can thiét nita 1a sao, 1é nao cau da tro chuyén véi hung tha réi u?”
“Pau.”

That khong tai nao n6i nang binh thwong véi céi tén 1ap 10 danh l1an con den nay dugc nita,
t6i danh quay lung bo di.

“Sao thé, cai nhau vdi ban trai a?” Chu Kién Binh cuoi tréu.

T6i no6i khung trirng mat, nhwng thdy Chic Lé Han lo lang lac dau, t6i danh c6 kim con 16
mang. That ra t6i chi gian Tran Twdc ma thoi, rd rang cai gi cling biét, nhung cwong quyét
ngam miéng khong chiu noi.

Bay gio, t6i nao c6 hiéu n6i kho ctia cau ta.
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Triéu Thu Nhan dot nhién tién vao phong khach, nghién rang, nhiu may nhw vira dwa ra
mot quyét dinh trong dai. Moi ngudi cling dong loat d6 don anh mat vao 6ng ta. Triéu Thu
Nhan lan lwgt nhin thang vao mat tirng ngwdi ching toi, sau vé danh thép con thap thoang
noi ay ndy. Cudi cung, 6ng lay hét can dam tuyén bo:

“T6i muodn bat tat ca cac vi.”
Dung la dién!
Mudn bat tat ca ching toi.

Ngay lap titc, t6i nhin sang Tran Tudc, thady cau ta van than nhién ding nhin Triéu Thu
Nhan, khong mady may phan ¢ng. Nhitng ngwoi khac thi xon xao chi trich vién canh sat.
Nguoi dau tién 1én tiéng phan doi la Chu Kién Binh, 6ng ta phan ng la 16i, cho dén gi¢ van
chwa tim ra hung thu thi trach nhiém thudc vé Triéu Tha Nhan, dia vao dau ma doi bat tat
cd moi nguwoi? Ma bat kiéu gi, dinh cong chum hay sao? Triéu Tha Nhan chi lanh nhat
budng mot cau, “Dung day trdi lai, khong da cong.”

Tinh canh bat dau nhon nhéo ca 1én. Khéng chi Chu Kién Binh ma ngay Trinh Hoc Hong
thuwong ngay hoa nha cling cho rang xtt ly nhw vay khong théa dang. Chic Lé Han va
Vuwong Phuong thi cang khaéi phéi ban, vé kinh ngac caa ho da ndi 1én tat thay.

“T6i chi mudn bao vé cac vi théi.” Triéu Tha Nhan phun mot cau qua ké rang.
T6i hiéu y Triéu Tha Nhan. Ong mudn khong ché tat ca, chd dén sdng mai bao canh sét vi
biét chac hung thi nam trong nhém chiing t6i, chi can kiém ché hanh dong ctia moi ngudi

thi tén hung tht no ciing chang lam gi dwgc. Dung cach nay dé ngan hung thu tiép tuc gay
an chirng té 6ng da roi vao duong cung, au ciing la mot lwa chon bat dac di.

“Tréi ca tay chan lai w?” Chic Lé Han lo lang hoi t6i.
“Chac la khong dau.” Toi vat 6c tim cach an i c6, nhwng bat lyc.

That ra chinh t6i ciing lo lang, qua nhiéu cau hoi dang tudn trao trong dau nhuwng tam thoi
khong co dap an.

“Anh Triéu, chinh tay anh sé trdi ching t6i a? Lam sao anh chitng minh dugc minh khong
phai hung thu? Vwong Phuong cau c6 hoi.

“Con lau nhé!” Chu Kién Binh hung hé phéan doi.
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Triéu Thu Nhan rit tr that lung ra mot chiéc cong, xam xam di vé phia Chu Kién Binh. Nét
madt 6ng ta phitc tap, khong hiéu la bu6n hay gian. Dwong nhw lic nay 6ng chang c6 bat ki
cam xuc nao.

“Anh... dinh lam gi day ha?” Chu Kién Binh luéng cudng giat lui.

“Pang lé ngay tur lic budc vao ngdi nha nay, t6i da phdi cong cac vi lai mdi dung.” Triéu
Tha Nhan lanh lung nai.

Néu c* mdc bon ho e rang sy viéc sé khong thé gidi quyét dugc nita. T6i ben day Tran
Twéc mot cdi, nhdy mat ra hiéu, hi vong cau ta c6 thé ngan Triéu Tha Nhan.

Nao ngg, thdy am hiéu ctda t6i ma Tran Twdc van ditng ngdy ra do, khién t6i cuéng dén toat
cd mo hoi. Nhin sang Chu Kién Binh 1an nita, t6i méi thdy 6ng ta dang khom lung nhw mot
con séi tha thé, chuan bi tdn cong bat c¥ lic nao. Triéu Thi Nhan ciling khong chun buérc,
anh mat day vé tan nhan. Néu khong ngan lai, ho nhat dinh sé au da.

“Pu r6i.” Toi xong l1én chan gitta hai nguwoi, dang tay ngan ca hai lai, “L.& bi thwong thi

»

Sao.

Triéu Tha Nhan cwoi nhat, “Bi thuwong a? Tha c6 nguoi bi thuwong, con hon c6 thém nguoi
chét.”

“Sé khong ai chét nita dau.” Giong Tran Twdc nhd nhu tiéng mudi bay.

Co 1é bd ngoai tai, ciing c6 thé khong nghe thay, Triéu Thu Nhan van khong hé nging tay,
tom ngay lay vat do Chu Kién Binh. Chu Kién Binh gam 1én, lao b6 vé phia 06ng ta, chang
may chdc hai ngwdi da danh nhau tdi bui. Tiéng quat thado am 1 cd phong khach, moi ngwoi
kinh hai trgn tron mat treéc canh twgng ay.

Nhung Chu Kién Binh du sao ciling khong phai doi tha cta Triéu Tha Nhan. Go ma 6ng ta
tring vai ddm cda Triéu Tha Nhan, &nh mat bat dau hoang mang, ngay tic thi bung dwéi lai
an mot da, mat hét sitc chién dau, ca nguoi xui lo nga nhao xuéng dat. Triéu Tha Nhan thira
thang cudi 1én ngwoi Chu Kién Binh, bé qudt hai tay 6ng ta ra sau roéi bap cong vao. May
muoi ndm lam doi truéng doi hinh sy dan day kinh nghiém, dong tac cta ong ta khong
nhitng thuan thuc ma con dep mat. Triéu Thu Nhan xach Chu Kién Binh quang lén sofa,
gian dit hoi, “Cac vi c6 mudn t6i lan luwgt bat tréi tirng nguwdi lai khong?”

“Anh lam thé nay la pham phap. Anh khéng c6 quyén.” Vuwong Phuong kinh sg quéa do,
danh mat ca vé tao nha thwong ngay, giong ciing lac han di.
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“Sau khi moi sy két thuc, t6i sé di ty thu.” D@t 161, Triéu Thi Nhan roi mat khéi Vwong
Phuong, nhin sang Chtic Lé Han sau lung t6i. T6i vo thitc bude san 1én.

Mot nu cwdi nhw ¢6 nhw khéng chgt thodng qua khuon mat Triéu Tha Nhan, “Han Tén, cau
tranh ra.”

“Khdng.”

Vé hung tan chgt 16e 1én trong méat Triéu Tha Nhan, ong ta lao vao t6i. T6i cudi thap ngudi
toan tranh, nao ngo Triéu Thua Nhan phan tng nhanh, thay t6i né sang phai, lap tic xoay
nguoi theo tom 1ay co tay toi roi quét chan da t6i nga lan. Bay gio, dau 6c t6i hoan toan
trong rong, vé sau nghe Tran Twdc thudt lai thi ca qua trinh c6 18 chi chitng muwoi giay,
nhung t6i cam gidc nhw da may phut tréi qua. Quat nga téi xong, Triéu Thi Nhan deé dau
g0i 1én tay trai toi trong khi tom chat l1dy tay phai, khién t6i khong cuc cwa dwgc nita, bién
thanh cd nam trén thét. MGt phit trwde to6i con hién ngang doi bao vé Chic Lé Han, gio
nghi lai chi thdy nyc cwoi. Bung la khong biét tw lwong stic.

Trinh Hoc Hong budc dén, toan g& Triéu Tha Nhan ra nhung khong dwge bén chii toang
1én. Triéu Tha Nhan vo diéc, tho tay tim cong. Tuy dang bi khong ché nhung t6i van trong
rd mon maét biéu cam cua 6ng. Thoat tién, hai mat 6ng ta trgn tron, sau dé mét bong tai mét,
quay phat lai phia sau.

Ong ta vira phat hién ra chiéc cong van git sau lung da bién mat.

Trong khoanh khdc Triéu Thu Nhan quay dau, Tran Twdc tung chan da thang vao ma ong
ta. Mot don nay nhin c6 vé khong nang, nhung Triéu Thu Nhan lai d6 ap ngudi xudng toi
nhw mot con buip bé hét pin. T6i nhanh nhen lat nguwdi day, dé 1én trén, an 6ng ta xudng.
Tran Twdc thong tha cét tiéng, “Ong ay hon mé rdi, anh budng ra di.” Diit 161, cau rit chiéc
cong tho dugc cua Triéu Thu Nhan, cong 6ng ta lai, sau dé lai tim chia kh6a mé& cong cho
Chu Kién Binh.

Trong nhay mat, tran chién két thic.

Vé sau Tran Tudc ké vai toi rang, néu mot choi mot, cau ta tuyét doi khong dich ndi Triéu
Thu Nhan. Cau ta chi cha dich dap vao mang tai 6ng ta, mot noi tap trung nhiéu day than
kinh va mach mau quan trong dé khién ong ta tam thoi ngét di théi. Pac biét, Tran Twdc
con gidi thich, don tan céng vao ving quanh mang tai c6 thé khién than thé mat thang bang.

Qua dung nhw cau ta dy doan, mdy phut sau, Triéu Thi Nhan dan tinh lai. Thoat dau, 6ng ta
con ra sic vung vay, nhung thit may lan khong dugc danh buong xu6i. Hon ai hét, 6ng ta
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hiéu ro chi€c cong nay. Méau thit lam sao thang duwgc sat thép? Nan long, Triéu Thu Nhan
nhan nhé cwoi, vé tuyét vong lan dan trén mat.

“Roi ching ta s& bi giét sach s&, giong nhu hai mwoi ndm truedce thoi...” Ong ta 1am bam.
“Tho6i cam miéng lai di. Lam canh sat thi odch lam ha? Cé tin t6i danh chét anh khong?”

Chu Kién Binh xoa xoa vét bam trén mat, chuan bi lao 1én danh Triéu Tha Nhan, nhung t6i
ngan lai.

Vwong Phuong cling dong long trac an, bao Tran Tuwéc, “Hay la ép anh ay hita dirng lam
bay nita roi tha ra di?” Chuc Lé Han ciing tan thanh, “Dung vay, 1& nhu bi cdo budc la tdn
cong nguoi thi hanh cong vu thi gay...”

“Toi sé tha. Nhung khong phai bay gio...” Tran Twdc noéi, “Dgi toi trinh bay hét nhitng diéu
can thiét da.”

“Piéu gi can thiét?” Trinh Hoc Hong nhin thang vao mat Tran Twdc.

“Mot tan bi kich.” Tran Twdc ngang lén, “M0at tan bi kich lién quan dén dinh thy nay.”
Trinh Hoc Hong kinh ngac nhin cau ta, “L& nao cau da biét than phan hung thu réi v?”
“Phai.”

“Pa biét hung thua la ai, sao cau con khong néi sém.” Giong Trinh Hoc Hong thoang vé
trach moc.

“Vi khong c6 chitng cir. Tat ca déu do em phong doan thoi.”
“Phéng doan u?”
“Suy luan thi c6 r6i, tiéc rang chwa tim dwgc bang ching ctiing ¢6.”

“Tai sao bay gio cau lai quyét dinh n6i ra?” Trinh Hoc Hong khoanh tay triéc nguc, giong
bat man.

“Vi néu khong noi sé khong kip nita.”
Tran Tudc liéc Triéu Thi Nhan trén sofa. Ong ta gian dif ngoanh miit di.

Bat chgt, t6i c6 cam gidc Tran Twdc trudc mat toi day hoan toan xa la. Than thai hanh dong
déu bi an khong ai nam bat dugc.
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“Han Tan, phién anh 1én phong t6i lay h6é so vu an xudng day. Con nita, ltic ra ngoai t6i
quén khép ctra s6, mura to qua, nho anh dong civa s6 lai gium, kéo nuwéc hat ban tham mat.”

T6i 1én 1au lay ho so xudng, dat vao tay Tran Tudrc.

Tran Tuwdc cti dau, nhic nhac tap ho so nhw dang wéc chitng can nang. Im lang hon muoi
gidy. Trong khodng thoi gian nay, moi nguoi cling tam dirng moi ctt dong, khong ai néi cau
nao. Tiéng mua rao rao dang xa nhw tau nhac dém cho v& kich.

Cudi cung, Tran Twdc héch cam lén.
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Chuong 9

The Tragedy of Errors”

[1] Bi kich nham lan.

Tran Tuwdc lwdt mat qua tirng ngwoi, vé mat nghiém trang. Khong ai 16n tiéng, cling khong
ai xi xam, tat ca ng6i yén chd dgi nhw nhitng khuc go.

Tai bat giac liéc dong ho deo tay. 2 gio 30 phut chiéu.
Chirng nhw da san sang, Tran Tudc cat tiéng.

“Co6 Duong va Bao Chan Khon bi giét tai ddy. Hai mwoi nam trude, cling tai day, tat ca moi
nguoi déu bi giét. C6 Vinh Huy phédi mang tiéng oan sat nhan roi ty ti trong bénh vién. Ma
ngon nguon tai hoa, la mot trong s6 chung ta.” Gigng Tran Twdc kha binh than. Cau ta trai
h6 so vu an ra ban, 1ay but vach 1én may dwong thang.

T6i nin thd lang nghe, chi sg bo sét du chi moét chit.

“Sau day, toi sé dwa ra nhitng suy luan cia minh vé vu an nay. Néu c6 nghi van gi, hoan
nghénh cac vi dat cau hoi bat cit Iic nao. Trwdc khi bat dau, t6i phai lam ro vai diéu. Vu an
nay van chua thé két luan nhw dinh déng c6t vi chia tim ra vat chitng, nhuwng t6i tin chac
rang, chi can sang mai canh sat dén thi sé c6 vat chitng théi. Tai sao t6i lai néi vay u? Sau
khi nghe t6i trinh bay suy luan, moi nguwdi chac sé hiéu ca.”

Tran Tuwéc nglng lai, dwa mat nhin tat cd mot lan nita. Thay khong ai y kién, cau ta méi
tiép tuc.

“Chung ta dén day, dau tién la dé diéu tra bi an hai mwoi nam trudc, riva sach tiéng oan cho
Co0 Vinh Huy. Vi tién dé la cau chuyén c6 tich bam sat sy that, thi C6 Vinh Huy khong hé
gdy ra vu giét ngudi nam xua, theo nhw suy doan t6i trinh bay bita trvdc. Vay hung tha rot
cudc la ai? Trudc mat, ching ta van chwa biét dwgc. Hung thu ra tay hét sitc kin ké, nhung
song song vGi viéc gay an, han ciling dé lai dau vét khong thé xo6a sach, chi can lan theo
nhitng dau vét nay, chiing ta c6 thé 16i han ra tir trong béng t6i.”

Phong khach bong rd 1én tiéng xi xao.

“DA4u vét nao co?” Vuwong Phuong héi.
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“Gian phong do.” Tran Twdc dap ngay. “Xin moi ngudi nhd ki ba chit nay, vi vé sau né sé
c6 tac dung khoa citng hung tha. Puwgce roi, ching ta tam thoi dat vu an nam xwa xudng,
nhin lai vu viéc C6 Duwong va Dao Chan Khon, cac vi nghi gi nao? Ciing la ‘gian phong
do’. Thiét ké hién truong nhw mot nghi thitc ton gido, la cach hung tht muén pho phang sy
lieu linh véi ching ta w? Han mudn dé lai ddu an sat nhan hang loat ctia minh u? Gi® van
chwa biét dugce. Tam thoi, ching ta chi c6 thé cho rang hung thu hai muwoi nam truéc va
hién nay la cung mot ngwoi. Puong nhién, ngoai triv vét son dugce quét y hét nhau, toi
khong con chitng ci¥ nao khac, nén nhitng gi t6i n6i chi la gia thuyét, van can tim thém loi
giai dap. Sau khi C6 Dwong bi giét, thay Trinh titng néi, hung tha la ngwoi trong dinh thy
Vo6 Chai, cling titc la mot trong s6 ching ta. Ly do don gidn, néu hung tha lan tron bén
ngoai, ma troi dang mua, bun lay bé bét, sé dé dé lai ddu chan. Vay ma phong C6 Duong
lai sach sé. Ciing c6 thé hung thu cgi giay r6i mdi vao phong, nhung rét tiéc, trong dinh thy
nay chang c6 cho nao dé han gidu do mua va giay ca. Du c¢6 di chang nita thi mwa to nhw
thé, dau che mua cling van w6t ong quan, trong ngoai phong lai khong mdy may c6 dau vét.
Twr d6 du thay, hung thu nhat dinh ¢ ngay gitta ching ta.”

“Néu hung tha deo bao boc giay thi sao? Nhu thé sé khong Iwu lai dau chan.” Giong noi
vang lén ti* g6c phong khach. Chu Kién Binh nhém nguwoi 1én.

“Piéu nay vo ly. Ching ta da chiém dung toan b tang 1, bat ké hung tht vao nha theo
hwéng nao, ching ta déu khong thé khong thay. Néu mudn vao, han chi cé cach leo 1én tang
2 hodc tang 3. Nheng mwa nhu trat nwdc, twong ngoai tron tudt khong thé bam vao, néu
deo ca bao boc giay thi cang giam ma sat, khong leo 1én noi. Néu leo dén tang 2 r6i mai
deo bao boc giay thi sé dé lai dau chan trén san nha tang 2.”

Tran Tuwdc nhin vao mat Chu Kién Binh. Ong ta c6 phan béi réi, hdam huc ngdi xudng, tiép
tuc nghich bo bai poker trén tay. Tran Tuwdc lai néi, “Gio trong tay chung ta c6 hai diéu
kién. Mdt, hung thu trong cd hai vu an la mét nguwdi. Hai, hung thu dén ti bén trong, chi
khong phai bén ngoai. Két hgp hai diéu kién nay lai, ta dwgc dap an thé nao? Néu toi nhd
khong lam thi trong s6 chiing ta day chi c6 t6i, Han Tan va Chic Lé Han dang dugc loai
trtr, vi hai mwoi nam tredc chiing toi con la tré con, khéng giét ai dwgc. Triéu Thi Nhan
nam xwa la canh sét, lan dau tién xong vao day la cung ca d6i hinh sy, nén cling khong
thé.”

“Tai sao khong thé? Triéu Thi Nhan c6 thé ndp san trong dinh thy, vé sau méi tap hgp
cung doi hinh sy ma?” Chu Kién Binh phan déi.

“Néu nap trong dinh thy, sau khi giét ngwoi mdi quay vé doi hinh sy thi bao tuyét 1ap
dwong, lai khong cé xe, 1am sao vé duwgce? Hon nita anh ay la canh sat, phdi c6 mat ¢ don,
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mdy ngay lién khong thay tam hoi, dén ltic toan doi sap ra quan lai thinh linh xuat hién thi
khong 6n. Vay nén Triéu Thu Nhan khong phéi hung thd, chi con mot trong mdy ngudi
Chu Kién Binh, Vwong Phurong, Trinh Hoc Hong va chu Sai thoi.”

T6i tham tinh toan, nam 1994, Chu Kién Binh 27 tu6i, Vwong Phuwong 21 tudi, Trinh Hoc
Hong 45 tudi, chud Sai 32 tudi, Dao Chan Khon da chét nén dugc loai trir.

“Cac vi c6 y kién gi khac khong? Vay t6i noéi tiép nhé. Nam 1994, trong dinh thy nay tong
cong c6 bay nguoi, ngoai dao dién Ha Nguyén, nha van nit Té Lgi, nit dién vién Lac Tiéu
Linh, bac si Lwru Qudc Quyén, gido su van hoc Chu Vi Thanh va gia chu C6 Vinh Huy, con
mot ngwoi nita 1a hung thd, tam thdi ching ta chwa biét than phan cta han. Sau khi lan lwgt
giét chét cac nan nhan, hung tha da lam mot viéc hét sitc ki quac: Son twong phong Co
Vinh Huy thanh mau dé. T6i cho rang han lam vay khong phai vi tam ly bién thai hay muc
dich ton gido, ma han budc phdi lam vay. Tai sao? Han mu6n che gidu diéu gi?”

Tran Tw@c dut tay phdi vao tii quan, ngén tro trai s 1én vach twong phong khach, tiép tuc
tram ngam.

“Dé nhan thay nhat, han muon che gidu manh moi. Pay mdi la diéu quan trong. Hung tha
cho rang chi can son twong thanh mau dé la c6 thé che gidu lai lich cia minh. Ching ta thw
phan tich xem c6 kha nang nay khong. Toi sé liét ké ra vai gia thuyét roi ta cung thao luan.

“Th nhat la che gidu manh moi t6 cdo than phan minh, vi nhw 16i nhdn caa nan nhéan truéc
khi chét. Thi¢ hai 1a che gidu dau vét cia minh, nhw dau van tay, dau chan. Thi¢ ba la hung
tha di &ng v&i son nén quét son 1én dé chitng té minh khong thé vao dugc phong nay. Thi
tw 1a 1am sai léch thoi gian gay an, chang han mu6n son hét bon bitc twdng can mot tiéng
rdi, ma hung thu lai c6 chitng ¢t ngoai pham hoan hdo. Ching ta lan lwgt phan tich bon
gia thuyét trén, xem c6 van dé gi khong nhé.”

Trinh Hoc Hong mét méi thd dai, ngad nguwdi ra ghé, nhu thé lwa chon tw thé thodi mai nhat
dé chudn bi nghe mot bai dién van mat thoi gian.

Tran Twdc nghiém mat néi tiép, “That ra, bon gid thuyét trén déu khong thé giai thich dwoc
hanh dong ctia hung tha. Tai sao? Vi thiéu mot thi thé. Khong ai chét trong phong C6 Vinh
Huy, nén nhitng giad thuyét nay chang can x6 ciing do. Hung tht quét son doé trong phong,
nhat dinh la c6 muc dich khac. T6i thtra nhan, sy that nay lam kho t6i. Nhung t6i tin chac
hung tht da mat cong bay vé nhw vay khong phai dé dua choi, thé nén t6i quyét dinh suy
nghi theo hwéng khac. Hung tht quét son 1én twong, chwa chdac da nham che gidu manh
moi. Va t6i nhan ra, muc dich caa hung tha that ra 1a dung hét dong son ay. Dting, hung thu
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nhat dinh phai dung hét hai thuing son do trong ngan ti & phong chita do, roi giam bep vo
thung.

“Son dé twong, chang qua la cai cd che day viéc han mudn don sach ngan ti. Néu chi viit
thung son di, ngudi ta sé dé lién twdng dén muc dich that cua han: lam trong ngan ta dé cat
th khac vao. Huong ho, muon vitt hai thung son di dau c6 dé thé, chi can d6 bé ciing sé
lam nguwdi ta nghi ngo. Pa lam thi phai lam cho trét, han ta bén dung son dé bay bién hién
treong rung ron de doa moi ngwoi. Mot miii tén tring hai dich, vira che day dwgc y do cua
minh, vira khéo 1éo danh lac huwéng tat ca. Hung thtu bdy gio chac han dac y lam. Theo loi
Co6 Duong va cha Sai gi6i thiéu, cach bai tri trong phong chita d6 hién nay giong hét hai
muoi ndm triede, nhiéu thi lau nay chang c6 ai dung vao, bao gobm ca noi dat hai thung

»

son.

“Trong vu an giét Pao Chan Khon, hung thu ciing quét son lén twdng, c6 phéi vi cing mot
ly do khong?" Vwong Phwong lo lang héi.

“Xin ding cat ngang suy luan cua t6i. T6i muon giai thich y d6 cta hung thua tw tw, tirng
buwdc mot.” Giong Tran Twdc cd phan nghiém khac, “Hung thu bé hai thung son ra, dé
trong mot ngan ta dé lam gi? Trwdc hét, ching ta thit xem xem ngan trong dy 16n chirng
nao da. Téi da cung Han Tan xuéng phong chita do do dac, gio chi can lam mot phép toan
don gian th6i. Néu khong cat thung son, thi ngan ti cao 30 cm, sau 40 cm, rong 40 cm, qua
tinh toan ta dwoc kich thuéc ngin ta 1a 4,8x10* cm3. Thung son dwong kinh 18 cm, cao 25
cm, thé tich chirng 0,63x10* cm3. Cong gop thé tich hai thiing lai, ta duwgc 1,26x10* cm®.
Hung thu lay hai thung son, chita ra mot ngan ta nham cét thit gi d6 vao. T6i ben nghi tGi
viéc moi nan nhan déu bi mat mot thit, bang vé cuia Ha Nguyén, tir dién ciua Té Lgi, khung
anh cia Lwu Quoc Quyén, tham 16ng ctia Chu Vi Thanh va laptop ctia Lac Tiéu Linh,
chiing ta thi tinh toan kich thudc ctia may thit nay xem cé cét vira vao ta khong nhé.”

Noi r6i Tran Twdc xé roet mot trang trong so tay, thoan thoat viét. Chang may chdc, cau ta
da gio to gidy 1én cao qua dau cho chiing t6i xem:

Khung anh : 20 x 15 x 3 = 900 cm?
Bang vé  :38x35x2=2,66x10%cm?
T dién  :20x 14 x 8 = 2,24 x103cm?
Thdm 16ng  : 70 x 70 x 0,5 = 2,45 x103 cm?

Laptop :35x26x5=4,55x10°cm?
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“Cong thé tich cac vat vao, ta dugc 1,28 x10* cm> hoan toan cé thé nhét vao ngin ti c6
kich thwéc 4,8 x10* cm3. Nhw vay, néu chi xét thé tich, du khong lay thing son ra thi
khoang khong con lai trong ta cling van da chita nhitng thit kia. Nhuwng phai xét dén tinh
hinh dac biét, chang han bang vé dai t6i 38 cm, lai khong thé cudn hay gap lai nhu tham
16ng nén phai 16i thung son ra méi nhét vira duwoc.”

Tran Tuwdc chong tay trai 1én mép ban, tay phai vung vay to giay.

“Két luan, hung thu quét son dé khap phong C6 Vinh Huy la dé trong ngan ta, hong dat do
vat ctia cac nan nhan vao. Vat va nhu vay méi giau dugc nhitng thit do, tai sao lai vitt lung
tung trong phong C6 Vinh Huy bién mat?”

Tran Twdc an t¢ gidy xuong mat ban, nhuwéng may lén nhw dang dgi mot dap an.
Lang phac nhu to.

Twa ho dang chd Tran Twdc noi tiép, khong ai cat 101, cling khong ai quay roéi. Ngay Chu
Kién Binh dang ghét nhat hang ciling chi biét nhin cham cham Tran Twdc nhw nhin thay
quy. Vuong Phuong va Chic Lé Han thi khoi ndi, hai nguwdi gan nhw dong tai 1én, chim
dam trong thé gidi suy twdng cua Tran Tudc.

Trinh Hoc Hong vin vao ban, hoi nghiéng ngudi vé phia tredce, “Pung la nhw may troi nwdc
chay, tri twdng twong qua phong phi. Nhung chirng d6 van chwa dua sie thuyét phuc t6i dau,
nhat la doan lay thung son dy. Hung thu ton cong sitc nhw thé chi dé gidu mdy thi ay thoi
a? Toi nghi lam. T6i nhd ndm ay tuyét 16n, néu t6i 1a hung thad, chi can tranh thua 1én ra san
sau chon xudng tuyét la dugc, can gi ton sitc lam bao nhiéu chuyén nhuw thé?”

“Chon xubng tuyét u? Qua la y kién hay. Nhung diéu kién can la han cé thé ra khoi cong
chinh da chit.” Tran Tuwéc ung dung dap, mat 16e 1én.

“Y cau la...”

“Khi xay ra vu an, bén ngoai dang c6 bao tuyét, tuyét dong trén mat dat day ca tdc. Néu
hung thu hét 1an nay sang lan khac dem nhitng thit l1dy dugc tir hién trwong ra ngoai chon
gidu thi nhat dinh sé dé lai dau chan trén mat tuyét, khong thé xdéa sach trong thdi gian
ngan. Chi can cé nguwdi nhin tir cfa so ra, at sé phat hién dwoc, tham chi con c6 thé vach
tran than phan han ngay 1ap tic. C6 1€ mot ké xdo quyét nhuw hung thu sé khong chon cach
nay. Bdi thé tim mot cho gidu trong nha han 1a an toan hon nhiéu.”

Nghe dén day, t6i dot nhién nghi ra mot viéc: Gia st t6i 1a hung thu, tay cam laptop thi sé
khong chon xudng tuyét. Lam vay chang khac nao pha héng no, trir phi t6i c6 1y do budc
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phai lam vay.

“Quay lai van dé vira ro6i, tai sao hung tha phai 14y nhitng thit d6 di? Theo toi thay, giita
chiing khong hé c6 mai lién hé, chang hiéu hung tha dung véi muc dich gi. Han viit ching
trong can phong C6 Vinh Huy bién mat vi ly do nao d6 khong thé tiét 16 véi ai chang? Ta
on lai tinh hinh ltdc cénh sat Triéu x6ng vao phong.

“Trong phong bay gid c6: Bong r6, bam moéng tay kim loai, khung anh, quat dién mini, dai
tir dién tiéng Hoa, son moi, lon Coca, thdm 16ng cti, bang vé, bt chi va laptop Toshiba. Ta
lai loc ra nhitng th hung tha lay ti* nan nhan: Béng r6, bam moéng tay kim loai, quat dién
mini, son moi, lon Coca va but chi.

“Cac vi c6 phat hién thdy van dé gi khong? Nhitng thi nay va nhitng th han lay ti hién
treong vu an, khac han nhau trén mét phwong dién nao dé. Ciling vi nhan ra sy khac biét do
ma t6i méi pha dugc bi an vé viéc Co6 Vinh Huy bién mat trong phong kin.”

Chi dya vao nhitng thit vo nghia nay ma pha giai dwoc bi an phong kin uw? T6i nghi nat 6c
cling chang hiéu Tran Twdc lam thé nao nita. Lé nao C6 Vinh Huy lay nhitng th nay dé
lam phép tang hinh? Hay dung mot cong thitc bi mat gap rat ché tao mat thiét bi bay? Cang
nghi cang thay hoang duwong, khong sao hiéu néi. Cudi cung t6i danh bo cudc, nhin sang
Tran Twdc.

“Khac biét 16n nhat gitta hai nhom vat dung nay la, c6 mot nhém ‘khong vitng’.” Tran
Twéc ranh manh nhin vé phia ching t6i.

“‘Khong vitng’ 1a thé nao?” Triéu Tha Nhan im ldng ndy gio, dén day ciing khéng nhin
dwgc nita, phai 1én tiéng hoi.

“N6i don gian la khong thé ké chan dwgc.”
“Ké chan gi co... A...” Triéu Tha Nhan ha h6c mom, khong thét nén 15i. Ong da hiéu y
Tran Tudc.

Boéng r6, bAim mong tay kim loai, quat dién mini, son moi, lon Coca, btit chi. Nhitng thi
nay hodc khong vitng, hodc qua nho, khong thé gitip ngudi ta ditng 1én dwgc. Trai lai, tham
16ng, laptop, khung anh, tr dién va bang vé déu virng chai, c6 thé ditng 1én trén.

“Cac vi c6 nhg, gian phong noi C6 Vinh Huy bién mat, cling chinh la phong nghi cta c6
Chic Lé Han hién gio, c6 bau cira so cao, it nhat cling phai 1m40 khong?” No6i dén day,
Tran Tudc gio tay ngang nguc nhuw wdc chirng. “Pai khai cao dén nguc t6i. Téi cao 1m82,
tréo 1én bau ctra con thay mét, khong dung bat ct cong cu trg gitp nao thi phai c6 gang lam
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mai tréo qua dugc. Moi ngudi déu biét, C6 Vinh Huy cao xap xi t6i nén du vat va, ong ay
van tréo duwge ma chang can ké chan. Vay tai sao hung thu phai giir lai nhitng thit nay? Cau
trd 10i chi c6 mot, vi ban than han can. Puwgc roi, quay lai xem xét nhitng thi d6, néu mot
ngwoi can dung chung ké chan dé tréo 1én, thi ngudi d6 cao bao nhiéu? Ta thir tinh xem
nhé, khung anh day 3 c¢m, bang vé 2 cm, ti* dién 8 cm, tham 16ng 0,5 cm, laptop 5 cm.
Tham 16ng c6 thé gap lai r6i gap thém lan nita, thanh ra day khoang 2 cm. Néu lan lugt xép
chong nhitng thit nay ti dwdi 1én trén, c6 thé ké chan cao thém 20 cm.”

Chiic Lé Han nguwdc mat, chitng nhw dinh néi gi d6, nhung cudi cung van im lang.

Tran Twdc nhip ngdn tay 1én mat ban, miéng noi, “T6i cao hon 1m80, mién cudng coi nhw
tréo qua duge bau ctra, néu bau ctra cao thém 5 cm nita thi t6i ciing chiu. Diéu dé chitng to,
muon tréo qua bau ctra nhat dinh phéi cao hon 1m80, néu da vay, ching ta cé thé lam mot
phép cong. Ai cao thém 20 cm thi dwgc khodng 1m80? Trwdc hét phdi loai trir gido sw
Trinh, vi thay con cao hon t6i, hoan toan khong can ké chan. Tiép tuc loai triv chi Vwong, vi
tuy la phu nit nhung cao dén 1m70, ciing khong phu hgp véi hinh dung vé hung tha. Chi
con lai Chu Kién Binh va chu Sai la cao khoang 1m60. Bdi thé, hung thu trong vu giét
nguoi hang loat nam xwa chinh la mot trong hai vi.”

“Cau dua kiéu gi thé ha? Khon kiép!”
Chu Kién Binh gam lén, con cha Sai chi binh than nhin Tran Twéc.

“Lé nao trong phong lic ay, ngoai C6 Vinh Huy con cé cd hung tha?” T6i voi hoi. Bdi nhw
toi nh¢ thi anh Triéu ké rang khi bam theo C6 Vinh Huy thi thdy 6ng ta chay vao phong
khoa ctra lai, khéng cé ai vao cung cd, triv khi hung tht da ¢ trong phong ngay tir dau.

Tran Tuwdc quay sang héi Triéu Tha Nhan, “Néu t6i nhd khong lam, anh tirng ké rang sau
khi x6ng vao dinh thy, anh phat hién mot nguwdi dan 6ng mac do choang tam, lao vut qua
mat anh chay 1én tang 3. Anh con ndi rang do choang tam ctia ngudi no loang 16 mau, phai
khong?”

Triéu Tha Nhan gat dau.
“Anh 6 trong r6 than hinh nguwdi d6 khong? Gay hay béo, cao hay thap?”
Triéu Tha Nhan nghi ngoi, doan lac dau, “Nhanh qua... t6i khong trong rd...”

“Tai sao anh khang dinh ngudi d6 la Co Vinh Huy?” Tran Tuéc lai hoi.
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“Vi lic C6 Vinh Huy bi bat, trén nguwdi cling mac mot chiéc ao choang tam loang 16 mau.”
Triéu Tha Nhan dap ngay.

“Néu c6 hai chiéc do choang tam thi sa0?”

“Hai... hai chiéc w?” Triéu Thi Nhan nhiu may, “Y ciu la... ngudi toi bt gip lic ay c6 thé
khong phai C6 Vinh Huy ma la hung tha thyc su?”

Tran Twdc gat dau, “That ra khi cac anh x0ng vao dinh thy hai mwoi nam tride thi Cé Vinh
Huy da di r6i. Thé nén chi trong nam phiit, 6ng ay ma&i c6 mat tai noi cach d6 5 km.”

“Du t6i hoa mat, nhin nham hung thu thanh Cé6 Vinh Huy, nhung 1o rang tén d6 da chay
vao phong, lam sao lai bién mat dwoc, cau thit gidi thich xem? Cita sO md toang, trén nén
tuyét bén ngoai khong c6 dau chan, han lam thé nao?” Co 1€ vi qua kich dong, cap mat
Triéu Tha Nhan do van tia mau.

“Po6 la muwu ma chwdc quy cua hung tha.”

Thay moi ngudi lai bat dau x6n xao. Triéu Thu Nhan ngac nhién mé to mat lang nghe Tran
Tuwdc giai thich.

“Toi tirng dén phong ¢6 Chic. Sau khi tréo ra ngoai ctra s, toi da thit viron tay bam vao
mai hién phia trén, tiéc rang khoang cach qua cao khong vdi tdi dwgc. Huong ho mat twong
bén ngoai tron, khong thé leo tréo. Mé trai phong tuy c6 ctra s6, nhung du c6 md toang ctra
phong bén, mét tay bam vao song ctra bén nay thi tay kia van con cach khung ctra bén kia
mot khodng. T6i da gan nhw thanh cong r6i, chi con thiéu may phan nita ma thoéi. Mot
ngudi binh thuwong nhw hung tha, rét cudc phéi 1am thé nao chi?”

Tran Twdc nia c6 y ntra vo tinh liéc Triéu Tha Nhan.

Theo 4nh mat cau ta, t6i thady gwong mat Triéu Thu Nhan danh lai, gan xanh n6i chang chit

trén co, chitng té dang cang thang.

Bi 4n &m anh 6ng ta su6t hai mwoi nam sap dwgc kham pha, sao 6ng ta cé thé khong kich
dong cho dugc.

“Purong chéo hinh chit nhat dai hon bat ki canh nao cuaa hinh.”

Tran Twéc cham rdi di di lai lai. RO rang chua ai hiéu cau néi d6 c6 y gi. Tran Twdc im lang
gidy lat, dwa mat nhin quanh phong, quan sat phan tng ctia moi nguoi.

Sau khi xac dinh ching t6i déu ngo ngac, Tran Twdc mdi giai thich tiép.
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“Ctra s0 dinh thy nay hinh chit nhat, néu mé@ canh ctra ra hét cd, so v4i phong bén canh thi
canh ctra t6i da cling chi cham dwgc dén mép bén khung ctra théi. Nhw vay thi qua ngan,
hung thu phai tim cach kéo dai n6 ra. Thé la tredc khi gdy an, han da gid tro vdi cira so
phong bén canh, chinh la phong ctia chi Vuwong. Han g& mot trong hai ban 1é trén dwéi ctua
ctra so ra, khién canh ctta d6 nghiéng ra ngoai, nhw vay, khoang cach sé dwgc rat ngan.

“Chay vao phong xong, hung thu khéa trai ctra lai r6i mé@ ctra s6 ra. Nhat thiét phai ma ctra
s0, néu khong thi khong thé biéu dién man bién mat trong phong kin dwgc. Tiép do6, han
xép tham 16ng, tir dién, laptop, khung anh va bang vé chong 1én nhau dé ké chan, tréo 1én
clta s0, da do nhitng vat ké chan nay. Trudc do, han con c6 y x4o tung phong, nhét thém
vao nhiéu thit vo6 dung dé lam loan hwdng diéu tra ctia canh sat, che gidu y dinh thyc su.
Tiép theo, hung thti badm vao canh ctra so, dé dang tréo sang phong Vwong Phuong vi canh
ctta do6 nghiéng ra ngoai da gitp rat ngan kha nhiéu khodng cach gitta hai canh ctta. Sang
dén noi, hung thu da lam mot viéc liéu linh, khién phia canh sat mai dén gio van khong
kham pha n6i vu bién mat trong phong kin: Han kién nhan gan lai ban 1é vao canh ctra so.
Thé la hoan hao. Canh ctra sau khi stta sang lai khong con dau vét, du la trinh sat hinh sy
cling chang thé nhan ra so hd. Hung thu da hoan tdt man do thuat tuyét voi ctia minh nhw
thé day.”

Mat Triéu Tha Nhan tai nhot, lang 1€ nhin Tran Twdc. T6i biét tam trang 6ng hién gio phic
tap. Nin nhin gidy lat, Triéu Thi Nhan mdgi thd hat ra, roi pha 1én cuwoi ha ha.

“Ra thé, vay la hiéu r6i. Nguwoi dan 6ng mac 4o choang tdim ma anh Triéu trong thdy khong
phai C6 Vinh Huy, C6 Vinh Huy thyc sy da bo chay trwdc khi canh sat dén noi r6i.” Trinh
Hoc Hong thong tha két luan.

“T6i chi thac méc, tai sao hung thu phai lam vay? D6c bao tam stc tao ra mét can phong
kin c6 y nghia gi?” Vwong Phuong hoi.

Tran Tuwdc tré vao thai dwong, binh than dap.

“Thoat nhin, ching ta sé thdy hung tha c6 van dé. Giong nhuw chi Vwong néi, hung tht lam
vay c6 y nghia gi day? Phai tinh tam suy nghi that ki mdi hiéu dugc dong co cta han. R6
rang, muc dich dau tién dé hung tht bay ra vu giét ngudi hang loat nay la nham vu oan cho
C6 Vinh Huy. Han cam han C6 Vinh Huy thau xwong, néu chi b6i nho 6ng ta thi khong
thdéa noi han. Han khong muén C6 Vinh Huy trd thanh chu dé cho bao chi dam ba ngay, ma
muon 6ng ta phai mai mai mang toi giét ngwoi. Han khong mudn moi nguwoi dan quén lang
ong ta. Nhung thoi gian vo tinh, moi nguwdi chi nhd C6 Vinh Huy la mot ngudi dién. Dw
luan qua giai doan x6n xao thi chi con than tiéc, vé sau c6 1é chang con ai biét C6 Vinh
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Huy la ai. Pay la diéu hung tht khong thé chap nhan, han mudn moi ngwdi phai ghi nhé cai
tén do mai mai.

“Néu suy nghi theo chiéu hwéng khac, rot cude viéc gi sé khién ngwoi ta phai nhé mai
khéng quén? Chinh 1a nhitng chuyén bi an. Hang nam déu sé cé ngudi 16i nhitng vu an bi
an ra 6n lai mot lwgt, nhw tén sat tha Tokyo hoang dgo dn”, nhw Jack D6 té vay. Bdi thé,
néu phu bitc man siéu nhién Ién vu an dinh thy Vé Chai, moi ngudi sé khong bao gio quén
lang né.”

[2] Xem Tokyo hoang dao dn cutia Soji Shimada, IPM phdt hanh 11/2013.

T6i khong biét phai miéu ta tdm trang minh hién gio ra sao nita. Con ngudi ta phai cam han
t@i chirtng nao mai bay ra cai bay nhu thé nay? Hung tht han la cam han C6 Vinh Huy dén
tan xwong tdy. Han khong can tinh mang cua 6ng ta ma muon 6ng ta phai mat hét danh du,
dé tiéng xau nghin doi. Han biét ro, ngudi nhuw C6 Vinh Huy trong thanh danh hon ca mang
song. Con Tran Twdc, cau ta chi n6i vai cau da giai quyét dugc vu an ma phia canh sat
khong phé ndi sudt hai mwoi nam, khién t6i phai nhin cdu ta bang con mat khac. Song hién
gio, diéu t6i muon biét nhat 1a, hung thu la ai? Ké hoach gay an ctia han da lam t6i én lanh.

“Chung ta nhin lai vu an tredc mat di.” Tran Tudc cat budce, thong tha di lai.

Chwa hét kinh ngac trudc nhitng suy luan vira réi thi con séng gia thuyét thit hai da do ap
xuong, khién t6i cam gidc minh nhw mot 14 thuyén con giita phong ba bao tap, ldc troi 1én,
lic sut xudng, hét nghiéng tréi lai nga phai, khong thé yén dugc. Diéu duy nhat t6i c6 thé
lam chi la cam dau bam theo dong tw duy ctia Tran Twdc gitta con séng dap gié doi.

“Hung thu giét chét Co6 Dwong trong gian phong do, hién nhién la dé bao thu Co6 Vinh Huy
lan nita. Duong nhu céi chét cia C6 Vinh Huy van khong thé lam han ngudi gian. Sau khi
C6 Duong quyét tam minh oan cho Cé Vinh Huy, con gidn cia han lai nhen 1én. Dong doi
ctia C6 Vinh Huy con sinh s6i, hung thii con chwa chiu dirng tay. Om méi han nguin ngut ay,
mot lan nita han quay lai noi tirng thang tay sat hai nhitng ngudi vo t6i hai muwoi nam vé
truge.”

“Cau noi vao van dé chinh dugc khong?” Chu Kién Binh chen ngang.
“T6i noi thé nao, khong can 6ng day.” Tran Twéc tho o dap.
Chu Kién Binh tuy ham hyc nhung ciing im miéng.

Tran Twdc tiép tuc, “Tredc khi noi téi vu giét ngwoi trong phong kin nay, cho phép t6i ban
vé vu cua Dao Chan Khon. Nguyén nhan vi sao thi dgi toi ndi xong, cac vi sé hiéu. Vu an
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cta Pao Chan Khon, déi vai t6i la sy kién hoan toan bat ngd, nam ngoai dy doan. Chac
chan khong chi t6i, ma hung tha cting khong lwdng téi. Toi cho rang muc tiéu ctia hung thu
chi c6 C6 Dwong ma thoi, tai sao han phai giét Dao Chan Khon? Néu hung tha nhat dinh
phai giét Bao Chan Khon, thi chi c6 thé vi mot Iy do duy nhat, chinh la sy ton tai ctia Pao
Chan Khon uy hiép lai lich hung tha.”

“Cau muodn n6i Pao Chan Khon da biét hung tha la ai v?” Vuwong Phuwong ngang l1én nhin
Tran Tuéc.

“E la thé.” Tran Twdc binh than dap.

“Nghe cac vi n6i vay, t6i cling lang mang nghi ra r6i. Hom ay, t6i va ¢6 Chuc ti trén san
thuong di xudng lién trong thdy Pao Chan Khon hét hai chay vé phong nhu vira trong thay
chuyén gi kinh khing lam. T6i khong nhé ro chi tiét nhung van con an twgng vé vé mat cta
ong bac si. bung khong, co6 Chuc?” Toi quay sang hoi Chuc Lé Han, co ben nghiém trang
gat dau.

“Pao Chan Khon bj hung thu diét khau. Trong tay ong ta c6 chitng ct t6 cao hung thd, sau
do6 bi hung thu phat hién. Nhung Dao Chan Khon khong tiét 16, c6 1€ ong ta da lay no ra uy
hiép doa nat hung thu, hinh thanh mot théa thuan doi bén cung c6 lgi. Tiéc rang cudi cung,
hung tha lai don phwong hiy bé thoa thuan, giét chét 6ng ta. That la, hung tha giét Pao
Chan Khén trong phong 6ng ay, cdi sach quan 4o, roi lai phong theo hanh dong hai muoi
nam tredc, son ca gian phong thanh mau dé dé lam gi? Tai sao han phdi cdi quan o nan
nhan? Gian phong do lan nay co6 lién quan gi vdi gian phong nam xwa?

“Co6 mot diém chac chan rang, dong co cua hai lan nay khac han nhau. Hung tha khong can
gidu giém mot dong do dac nhw nam xwa nita, hdn c6 1y do khéac. Ly do d6 la gi? Chung ta
tam thoi dep chuyén nan nhéan bi 16t sach quan 4o sang mét bén, phan tich ly do han bay ra
gian phong do trudc da.

“Thoat nhin thi dwong nhw 1a dé danh lwva, khién ching ta lién hé vu nay véi cai chét cua
Co Dwong. Hién triong vu an giong nhau dé khién ngwoi ta nghi dé la ddu an hung tha co
tinh dé lai. Nhung c6 that nhw vay khong? Céa nhan t6i khong nghi thé. Hung thu ma ching
ta phai doi dau la mot ké vo cung tan bao, nhung ciing hét sirc ti mi. Pang sau moi hanh
dong ctia han déu c6 y nghia sau sac. Hanh vi quét son nay khong chi nham mo phong hién
treong Co6 Duwong bi giét, ma dé che day dau vét cta han.

“Chung ta c6 thé dung phwong phap loai trir xem d6 c6 phai la 16i trang tr6i ciia Pao Chan
Khon khong. Ong ta bi cit diit c6 hong, phai ching trong phit hap héi da ding méau viét tén
hung tha? Hién thyc du gi cling khong phai tiéu thuyét, nén t6i cho rang kha nang nay nho.
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Huong chi, nhat dinh hung tha ciing & d6 chd Pao Chan Khon tat thd, khong doi nao lai so
hé dé 6ng ta lwu lai manh moéi. Hay c6 vét mau hung thu day ra? Hién truong Pao Chan
Khon chét khong c6 dau hiéu au da, han la mot dao 1ay mang nan nhan ludn, triv khi hung
tha 18 cat vao ngwdi minh, bang khong lam sao dé lai ddu mau dugc? Ma néu co6 1§ tay that
thi méau cling nho xudng san, di son dé twong lam chi? Nghi thé nao ciing khong phai. Rot
cudc sy that 1a gi? Toi lai doan ra rang, c6 Ié th hung thu mudn giau la thit chung ta khong
thé nhin thay duoc...”

No6i t6i day, Tran Twdc lai im lang. Thaoi gian nhw dong citng trong khoanh khac nay. Tam
tri toi da hoan toan budéng xudi, khong nghi ngoi hoai nghi gi ni¥a, chi biét ram rap thuén
theo Tran Tw@c. To6i tin rang khong chi minh minh ma nhitng nguwdi khac ciing vay. Tat ca
ching t6i déu dang dgi cau ta vach tran chan twéng.

“Y cau 13, hung tha muén che gidu mot thit chiing ta khong nhin thdy dwoc w? Da khong
thdy dugc thi han gidu lam gi? Nghe that mau thuan.” Bo vai Trinh Hoc H6ng run run.

Cau nay cda 6ng giong mao dau hon la chat van, rat vira van dé Tran Twdc ndi sang phan
gidi dap.

“Tuy khong trong thay, nhung van ngtti duwgc ma.” Nét mat Tran Twdc nhw dang tuyén an
tw hinh ai do.

“Ngui duge u?” Trinh Hoc Hong khung lai, roi vo 1€ ngay lap tiee, “T6i hiéu roi. Hung tha
muodn gidu mui cia minh.”

“Pung thé. Son méi quét bao gio chang nong nac sdc sua, hung thu da dung mui son at di
mui cda minh, thit mui ma chi can dén hién treong la ta sé ngi thay ngay. Tai sao mui do6
ct 16n von trong phong mai khong tan di? E rang hung tha da ¢ trong phong Pao Chan
Khén kha lau chit khéng phai mét choc mot 1at, c6 thé nham trao déi véi Pao Chan Khon,
cling co thé 1a luc loi tim chitng ct, ai ma biét dwgc. Tém lai trir cac vi da dugc loai ra tw
trwdc, vi nhw chi Vwong c6 mui nwdc hoa néng nan, thi & day chi con duy nhat mot nguoi
téa ra mui nong nac thoi.”

T6i cham chi quan sat nét mat Chu Kién Binh va chad Sai, hi vong c6 thé nhan ra it nhiéu
manh moi. Hai nguwdi ho déu hét sitc cang thang, nhwng so ra thi Chu Kién Binh c6 phan
kich déng hon, con cha Sai lai kha binh tinh.

Anh mét Tran Tuwdc ciing dao qua dao lai giita ca hai, cudi cting dirng lai & mot ngudi.

“T6i nghi chac moi ngwdi con nhé, hdm ay mat nwwdc nén hung thi khong thé tam riva x6a
sach mui trén ngwdi minh dwgc. Nhwng ké hoach da dinh thi khong thé khong thuc hién.
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Han lén vao phong Pao Chan Khon giét chét ong ta. Sau khi Pao Chan Khon chét, duong
nhién khong con ai uy hiép han dwgc nita, nhung lai ndy sinh mot van dé khac.

“Ca phong déu c6 mui ctia han, du mé ctra s6 that 1au cling khong xua tan hét dugce. Néu c
dé nhw vay, hdm sau moi nguwdi ap vao phong Pao Chan Khon, liéu c6 ngwi thay roi nghi
ngd han hay khong? Hung thu khong ddm mao hiém. Cai kho 16 cai khon, tai sao khong
twong ké tyu ké, 1am theo cach cii? Roi tat cd moi nguwdi sé cho rang hung tha lam nhw vay
dé m6 phong hanh vi. Con hung tht mudn at mui gi, t6i nghi chdc chiang can néi cac vi
cling hiéu roi.

“Phai day, thit mui xua mai khong tan dy, chinh la mui tanh ctia hai san da am vao nguoi
hung tha khi lam bita t6i cho chiing ta hdm d6. Mui tanh cta héi san bam kha lau, néu
khong dung xa bong hodc sita tam r6i x6i nwdc di, chi lau bang khan thi khong thé tay hét
dugc. Ca nguoi hung thi déu am mui tanh, ding la nhdy xudng séng cling chang rita sach
noi.”

Moi nguoi, bao gom ca t6i, déu nhin theo anh mat Tran Twdc r6i 6 1én khe khé, khong dam
tin vao mat minh nira.

Tran Twdc qua quyét n6i, “Chu Sai, hung tha chinh la chi.”

Du bi Tran Twdc chi mdt goi tén, chi Sai van than nhién ding yén. Duong nhw cudc trao
do6i ctia moi nguwdi chang lién quan gi téi 6ng ta.

“Cau Tran dua day a?” Rat lau sau, chd Sai méi ndn ra mot cau, vé mat van binh than. Thai
do ung dung dén mc t6i tham chi phai nghi ngo suy doan ctia Tran Twéc.

“Trong tay toi cé ba vién dan, vién nao cling c6 thé lay mang chd.” Tran Twéc khé noi,
“Suy doan vé mui tanh trén nguwdi chu, chi la mot trong s6 do théi.”

“Thé a? Toi cling to mo khong biét hai vién dan kia la gi, mong cdu gidi thich cho.” Chua
Sai nhuéng may, néi nhu khiéu khich.

“Lién quan dén ly do chu 19t quan 4o Pao Chan Khon.”
“Ly do la gi?” Cht Sai vo to mo héi.
“Vi chu sg trong ltic quét son, son sé vo tinh dinh vao quan 4o, nhw vay phién lam.”

“Thé nén?”
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“Thé nén chud da cdi quan 4o ra, mac quan 4o cia Pao Chan Khon vao dé thao tac, nhw vay
néu c6 1& dinh son cling khéng ai nghi ngo chi. Pang nao cudi cung bd quan ao do ciing bi
chu x ly, nhung néu la do cta chi, hém sau dot nhién doi sang do khac sé khién chung toi
nghi ngo. Néu chi dé lai quan 4o 16t cia Pao Chan Khon thi dong co lai qua r6 rang, chi
bang c 16t quach ca di.”

“Cau Tran giau tri twéng twong that day. Vay toi héi thém cau nita, tai sao chi minh t6i c6
thé lam thé, con nhitng ngudi khac lai khong thé? Nai cach khac, tai sao cau chi nghi ngo
t0i?”

“Vi trong phong chita d6 c6 4o mwa.”
“Xin 16i, t6i khong hiéu y cau.”

“Trong phong chita d6 c6 4o mua, nhung dang tiéc lai qua rong, chi khong thé mac vira.
Nguwdi khac cé thé mac 4o mua vao ma quét, nhung chu thi khong, vi chd qua lun. Mac éo
mua rong lung thung sé lam chda rat khé chiu, dnh hwdng cé dén viéc quét son, thé nén chu
budc phai 1ay quan &o ctia Bao Chan Khon.”

Chd Sai bat dau bién sac, von di binh than nhuw khong, thodt cai da cé phan luéng cudng, co
madt dang tha long cling cang lén. Puong nhién day chi la cai nhin chu quan cua t6i, khong
dai dién cho y kién nhitng ngwoi khac.

“Cau noi di ndi lai déu chi toan suy doan, chang c6 can c gi ca. Néu néi ngudi lun khong
madc duwgc do mua, vay thi Chu Kién Binh ciling chang cao, 6ng ta hoan toan khép vdi cac
yéu t6 cta nghi pham. Cau cho rang toi giét cau chu va bac si Dao thi moi dwa chitng cit ra
day. Tuy t6i gia ca yéu thé nhung khong phai hang ngwdi ai mudn do oan thi d6 dau. Néu
cau ct khang khang noi 1a t6i lam thi xin hoi, t6i giét cau cha bang cach nao? Lé nao nguoi
gia nhu t6i con biét di xuyén twong hay sao?” Cha Sai khan khan néi.

“Chang c biét di xuyén twong mdi giét duge C6 Duwong.” Tran Twéc dap gon.
“Xin cau noi ro ra cho, dirng ip m@ danh lira moi ngwdi niva.” Chu Sai giuc Tran Twdc.

“Pa vay t6i noi toac ra cho réi. Chac moi ngwdi van con nhd can phong kin noi C6 Duong
bi giét. Néu xét chdt ché ra thi noi d6 khong thé goi 1a phong kin hoan toan vi van dé hd ra
mot ké vai phan. Hung thu da 1gi dung chinh khe hé& do6 dé ra tay. Cha Sai, vira roi chi hoi
tai sao toi khong nghi ngd Chu Kién Binh, vi ngoai viéc 6ng ta khong ‘boc mui’, thi 6ng ta
con hoan toan khong thé gay ra cai chét ctia C6 Dwong.
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“Hung thu giét C6 Duwong chi nam trong bon nguwdi tirng 1én phong cau ta trong bita com
ma thoi, nhitng nguwdi khac con khong cé co hoi tiép can can phong, ndi gi dén pham tdi.
Bon ngudi do 1an lwot 1a chi va Han Tan, Chiic Lé Han va Bao Chan Khon. Theo suy ludn
ltc trudc, loai trir nhitng nguwdi tudi tac va chiéu cao khong phu hop, cung nhitng nguoi
khong thé dén gan can phong, thi chi con lai chi ma théi.”

“Huyén thuyén tr ndy dén gio, cau van chua néi dugce la hung thu da lam thé nao ha? Du
toi la hung thu, cau ciing phai cho t6i biét minh ra tay thé nao ngay trwedc mat cau Han
cht?” Chua Sai cuwoi nhat.

Nh@ lai tinh hinh ltc do, tuy ding la c6 xich khéa phong nhung t6i qua that khong thdy chu
Sai m6 mdy gi soi xich, ciing khong 14y dao ra. Ong ta & ngay canh t6i, 1am gi toi ciing
trong r6 mon mot. L.é nao ong ta da 1én gan cai bay nao dé vao ctra ma t6i khong nhan ra?

“Chu da giét Co6 Duong ngay tredc mat Han Tan.” Tran Twdc cao giong quat 1én.

“Cau lang nhuc t6i. Lang nhuc trang trgn. Cau thit héi cau Han ma xem, bay gio t6i lam
nhitng g...”

“Khi chu giét Cé6 Duong ngay trudc mdt Han Tan, anh ay khong hé biét gi ca.”
“Sao c6 thé thé dwgc. To6i da lam thé nao ha?” Chu Sai bat dau néong mau.
“Pon gian, chu dung con dao nhé mang trong nguwdi lach qua khe ctta dam C6 Duwong.”

Cau nay caa Tran Twdc nhu nit Pause trén diéu khién tr xa, trong nhdy mat da dirng ca
thoi gian lan khong gian lai. Moi ngudi ditng do ra, dwong nhw khong hiéu gi, hodc khong
kip phan ng. Lat sau m@i thdy mot trang cwdi sang sdc nd ra. La cha Sai.

“Qua nyc cuodi. Chinh cau titng noéi rang, rat khé ma dam cau cht qua khe cita cai xich.
Chuwa ké con c6 ngwoi bén canh, khong thé lam dwgc.”

“T6i dau c6 noi cha giét Co Duong qua khe ctra cé cai xich. Cac vi nhé cho, khi day ctra ra
thi khong chi c6 mot khe hd & chd sgi xich, ma bén kia canh cita ciing hd ra mot khoang,
chinh la ban 1é.”

Nghe Tran Tuwdc ndi, to6i mdi v 1€, ca nguwdi run ban 1én nhw bi dién giat. Ra la thé. Thong
thuong, lic m@ cira, bén phia ban 1é ctra ciing c6 khe, day la thwong thitc moi nguwoi déu
biét, vdy ma chung t6i lai khong dé y. Canh ctra m& ra vai phan thi khe hé ¢ ban 1€ ciing hé
ra mot khoang kha kh4, da dé hung thu lach hung khi qua dam vao nan nhan.
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“P6i vai chd, do cling la mot bat ngo.” Tran Twdc lai noi tiép, “Toi ting ké véi Han Tan
rang, C6 Dwong hay dua dai. Trudc day, trong khoang thai gian cung hoc vdi cau ta & My,
cau ay hay nap sau ctra, dgi t6i buwdc vao phong thi lao ra hu. Lic Han Tan va chu 1én gac
goi Co Duong xu6ng an com, cau ta cling dinh dua, bén nap sau ctra toan x6ng ra hu Han
Tan. Nhung khi Han Tan day ctta ghé mat vao khe hé cai day xich quan sét, thi cha Sai
diéng phia sau lai nhac thdy C6 Duong dang ap lung vao ban 1é. Mot ké hoach dang s¢
thinh linh ndy ra trong 6c 6ng ta, chi trong nhdy mat, chi Sai da rit con dao nho van dem
theo minh ra, dam thang vao phan gdy C6 Dwong thap thoang 16 ra qua khe ban 1é. Trong
lic ay, Han Tan van khong nhan ra chuyén gi khac thuong, luon miéng goi tén C6 Duong.
C6 Duong bi dam dau qua, nhung c6 hong da bi thwong nén khong thot ra tiéng dwoc, cau
ta ngd vat xuong dat, gang hét sitc ma@i bo duwgc dén giita phong thi tat thd. Mau tit sau co
ban ra da lan vao véi mau do cta twong, chang khac nao giau 1a trong rirng nén ching ta
khong phan biét dwgc. Ké hoach nay kha liéu linh, khong c6 t6 chat tam ly nhat dinh thi
khong thé hoan thanh. Nhung mat khi hoan thanh dwgc thi sé la mot vu giét nguoi trong
phong kin khong mdy may so hd.”

“Ong ta... giét nguoi ngay sau lung t6i w?” Tdi run ban bat.

“Pung vay. Cing chi cé cha Sai la thvong xuyén dem dao theo minh ma khong bi hoai
nghi thoi. Du sao ong ta cling la dau bép, c6 dao got hoa qua hay cat nguyén liéu cling la
binh thwong.” Tran Twdc giai thich thém.

C nghi hung khi giét chét C6 Dwong van dugc dung lam nhitng bita t6i cho minh, t6i lai
thay kinh tém mu6n mira. T6i c6 thé twdng twgng ra canh chu Sai vira x6i nuwdc rira sach
vét mau C6 Duong trén dao, vira tro chuyén véi ching t6i trirdc by nhiéu con mat. Ké nay
10 rang la 4&c ma. Mot tén bién thai.

“Giét nguoi ding vao khoanh khac mé ctra ra, ding la chang ai ngo n6i.” Ngay thay Trinh
Hoc Hong hoc rong biét nhiéu ciing kinh ngac.

“Toan la n6i nham. Déu do cau twdng twgng ra roi khua moéi mia mép.” Chu Sai cam phan
vung nam dam lén, dinh lao vao Tran Tudc.

Tran Twdc kha binh than, anh mat nhin chd Sai dang gian dit dén mic méo mé ca mat may
lai tran ngap xot thuong.

“Cau noi c6 ba vién dan c6 thé don hung thu vao ché chét, gid mdi néi cé hai, con mét vién
nita la gi?” Vwong Phuong budc dén gan, nhe giong héi Tran Tudc.
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Tran Tuwdc thoang do du, chang biét c6 nén néi ra khong. Sy that doi khi con dang sg hon
ca hanh vi giét choc. C6 luc, sy that la tan bi kich cudc doi, con dau dén hon muu sat chinh
minh. Cé6 ldc, ching ta tha khong biét sy that... Nhwng tat ca nhitng diéu nay, phai sau khi
trdi qua chuyén ¢ dinh thy V6 Chai t6i m&i ngd ra. Con bay gid, t6i cling nhu nhitng nguoi
khac trong phong khéach, déu nén néng cho doi cau tré 16i cta Tran Tudc.

Chdc Lé Han van im lang, gio nhw nuwdc 1i vo bg, dién cuéng hét vao mat cha Sai, “Tai sao
ong giét Co6 Vinh Huy? Con giét ca C6 Duwong nita? Tai sao 6ng han nha ho C6 dén thé?
Dbén noi khong budng tha cho mot ngwdi nao?”

Tran Tudc bén gio tay lam dau, y bao Chiic Lé Han binh tinh mot chit. Cau ta quay sang
lanh lung bao cha Sai, “T6i sé thay chd trd 10i c6 ay.”

Cha Sai ngap ngirng, vé mudn néi lai thoi.

Chang doi 6ng ta phan tng, Tran Twdc da ké tiép, “Theo nhitng gi thay Trinh ké véi t6i thi
nhiéu nam trwedc, C6 Vinh Huy tirng yéu mot nhan vién nit trong cong ty ong ta, tén Bach
Diém. Ong ta dién cuodng theo dudi Bach Diém, nhung bi tir chéi, nguyén nhan la Bach
Diém da két hon, lai khong phai nguoi dé dai. Song C6 Vinh Huy hiéu thang, thit cang kho
c6 dugc thi cang khao khat. Mot 1an, thu tinh tréi day, 6ng ta lién cu@ng birc Bach Diém.
Nao ngd mdy hom sau, vi khong chiu néi 6 nhuc, Bach Diém da nhdy lau ty sat. Ma chu
Sai day, han chinh la chong Bach Diém nam xwa.”

“T6i khong hiéu cau ndi gi ca...”

“E rang chu 1ap liém ciing v ich, dgi canh sét tgi diéu tra la rd ca thoi. D€ bao thu, chi da
ném mat nam gai, cdi trang @¥ng tuyén quan gia, roi bay ra vu giét nguwdi hang loat, dong
thoi do tat ca t6i 16i cho C6 Vinh Huy, phai khong nao?”

“T6i khong thira nhan.”

“Bach Diém la ngudi Thanh D6, T Xuyén. Tuy chi ra sitc gidu giong dia phuwong nhung
trong lic ndi chuyén van vo tinh dé 19 vai phuwong ngit. Vi dy, lic ching t6i chan wét chan
rdo budc vao dinh thy, cht da goi giat t6i va Han Tan lai, noi la queo & cho nay. That ra la
muon bao ching t6i ré, ‘queo’ la phwong nglt T Xuyén. Con nhiéu chi tiét khac, t6i khong
thé ké ra hét duwge. Chu la nguwdi T¢ Xuyén, diém nay chd khong thé pha nhan dwgce, phai
khong nao?” Tran Twdc néi day t tin.

“Phai thi sao nao?” Chu Sai trirtng mat nhin Tran Tudc.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Kién nhan nghe t6i néi hét da. Biét chong phan boi, vg C6 Vinh Huy cam han thau xwong,
ben rdi bo 6ng ta, mot minh ra nwdc ngoai. Pén khi quay vé, ba ay da mang thai. Nhung
dta tré khong phai con ctia C6 Vinh Huy. Cho dén liic chét, 6ng dy van khong biét chuyén
nay.” Bén day, Tran Twdc hoi ling ting, dp tng c6 nodi cho hét cau.

Co mat chu Sai hoi gian giat. Toi cling c6 dy cdm chang lanh.

Tran Twdc hoi ngiing 101, ro6i nhw 14y hét can dam, lai noéi tiép, “Dé bao thu C6 Vinh Huy,
Phuong Tué da quan hé véi nguoi khac, sinh ra Cé6 Duong, sau d6 dwa C6 Duong vé bén
Co6 Vinh Huy dé ong ta nu6i nang nén nguwdoi. Hién gio toi chi mudn héi chi bon cau thoi.
Mot 1a, nhom mau cua chd nhét dinh khong phai AB, ding khong? Hai la, chid chwa bao
gio gap Phuong Tué, phai khong? Ba la, sau khi Bach Diém qua doi it 1au, c6 phai c6 mot
nguwoi dan ba tré tudi xinh dep da nga vao long chu, sau may ban qua lai thi bién mat khong
tam tich? Bon 1a, chu thuwong ho su sy, ¢6 phai méac bénh hen suyén khéng?”

Nghe cau ta néi xong, t6i trgn tron mat ditng do ra. Du c6 cho doan mot tram lan, t6i cling
khong doéan dugce két qua nay. Bé bao thu C6 Vinh Huy, Phuwong Tué da tim dén chu Sai roi
quan hé véi ong ta. C6 Vinh Huy chéang hé biét chuyén nay, cang khéng biét con minh lai la
méu mu cua tinh dich. C6 1é Phuwong Tué muon dung cach dé dé Cé Vinh Huy dén toi vaGi
chu Sai, mat khac, ba cling mudn tritng phat Cé6 Vinh Huy.

“Khong thé... Khong thé nao... Khong thé nao... Khong thé nao...” Cha Sai lac dau nhw
dién dai, teta ho muon gat bé hét nhitng 16i Tran Twdc vira no6i ra khéi dau.

“T6i la ban hoc véi Co6 Duong, cling biét cau ta mac hen suyén bam sinh. Sau khi dén day,
toi lai phat hién chu thd kho khé, ho hang khéng chi mot lan, e rang ciing cing mot chitng
bénh. Moi nguoi déu biét hen suyén la bénh di truyén. Lan dau tién lién hé hai chuyén nay,
toi cling khé ma tin dugc, thé nén khong nd noi ra sy that. T6i chi mong minh doan lam...”

“No6i vai toi day khong phai sy that di. N6i di ma.” Chu Sai gao 1én véi Tran Twdc nhw da
thd ré6i guc xudng, dién dai ddm vao san nha hét ddm nay dén dam khac, mau loang do ca
san van khong chiu théi. Ong ta ngang dau gam lén nhw ma quy thét gao, hai hang nuéc
mat (ta ra. May gidy sau, ong 0a khoc, hai tay 6m lay dau.

T6i ac day cong sap dat, cudi cung lai bao &ng 1én chinh ban than minh. Nhin chd Sai suy
sup quy rap dudi dat, long toi ngdn ngang trdam mdi, chdang biét nén mirng thay Tran Twéc
vi bat dugc hung tht, hay buon thay cho tan bi kich truée mat. Chac rang trong long chu
Sai gio day chang con ai odn va cam gian nita, thay vao do chi la hoi han v6 tan vo cung.

“DPung vay, chu da ty tay giét chét con trai minh.”

https://thuviensach.vn



https://thuviensach.vn



Phan két

Chép mat da dén cudi nam.

Chirng thang Mwoi nam ngoadi, t6i dwgec mot t6 chitc gido duc mai vé, bat dau cong viéc
ban ron. it thoi gian ranh réi it, chwa néi nghi phép, ma ngay Tuan 1& vang van phai vui dau
soan giao an. Du vay ciing coi nhu c6 céng viéc dang hoang, t6t hon cudc song mo mit
trwdc day nhiéu. C¥ nghi mic song dw da sé gitp t6i quén di vai chuyén khong thoai mai,
nhung sy that da chitng minh t6i nghi sai.

Trong vong hai thang ké tir khi roi khoi dinh thy Vé Chai, hau nhw dém nao t6i cling gap ac
mong, trong thdy nhitng ngwoi da chét di di lai lai tredc mat, hé nham mat la thdy ho hién
ra. Tham chi t6i con phai t¢i kham béc si tam 1y. Nghe xong nhitng cau ké 1é dong dai cua
toi, bac si tram tw gidy lat roi no6i, “To6i dé nghi cau viét lai tat ca nhitng chuyén nay, sé co
ich cho viéc khoi phuc tinh than cta cau.”

“Ghi lai u?” T6i tron tron mat, “T6i khong thé doi dién véi chiing, vay ma bac si con bao
toi hoi twong nita a?”

“Piéu toi muon chinh la cau phai doi dién véi chiing ddy. Chi c6 doi dién vdi sg hai, cau
m&i c6 thé chién thang nd.” Bac si qua quyét, “Toi ting gap nhiéu treong hgp giong cau
roi, c¥ lam theo 10i t6i di, nhat dinh khong sao dau.”

ba vay, t6i danh lam theo. Nhitng diéu cac vi vira kién nhan doc trén day, déu la ki {tc cua
toi vé vu an & dinh thy Vo Chai, nhwng sau khi doc qua ghi chép cta t6i, Tran Tuwdc cho
rang c6 nhiéu ché khong giong vdi nhitng gi cau dy nhd dugc. Cudi cung t6i van quyét
dinh mdc ké, tuan theo ki ttc cia minh. T6i thwong 6n lai nhitng canh twgng khing khiép ay
trong luc viét, khién chat lwvgng giac ngt cang thém tudt doc. Mat ngu hang dém khién tinh
than t6i suy nhuoc, tinh trang nay kéo dai kha lau, mai dén khi ban ghi chép hoan thanh.

Viét xong dong cudi cung, qua nhién dén dém t6i ngu say sua.

bén gid, rot cudc to6i cling xua tan dwgc ddm may den 16n vén trong tam tri, vu giét nguoi &
dinh thy V6 Chai cling ha man.

D€ cho day du, t6i van muon ké thém maot chit vé nhitng chuyén sau nay & dinh thy Vo
Chai. Ai khong hitng thu véi nhitng nhan vat khac trong ban ghi chép c6 thé bé qua khoi
doc.
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Sau khi Tran Tuwdéc vach tran than phan hung thu, sang hém sau, 6 t6 giao thyc pham ciing
dén dinh thy. Nhan vién giao hang nghe chung t6i ké lai thi hét sic kinh hai, 1ap titc bao
canh sat. Canh sat ap dén phong toa hién truong, roéi cho céc trinh sat luc tim ching ct.
Cha Sai cling chang bién ho gi, than nhién thira nhan t6i trang v&i canh sat. Diéu khién
ching t6i bat ngd nhat 1a, chi Sai con thanh khan ké lai cho canh sat toan canh vu giét
nguoi hang loat hai mwoi nam tredc. Doi chiéu vai suy luan cta Tran Twdc cling khong c6
nhiéu khac biét, chi chénh l1éch vai tinh tiét nho ma thoi.

Sau khi nhan t6i, chu Sai quy xudng dap dau trwdc canh sat cau xin, “Tat ca bon ho déu do
toi giét, xin cac 6ng tuyén t6i an t& hinh di, t6i chi mudn chét ma thoi.” Mot canh sat tré
ditng tredc mat chua Sai 16 vé kho x, voi do ong ta day, “Co tuyén an ti hinh hay khong la
do toa, ching t6i khong thé quyét dwgc.”

Con mot vai thac mac, toi cling xin tra 16i thong nhat.

Thach Kinh Chu xem xong ghi chép cua t6i thi noi, “Trong vu an hai mwoi nam trudc,
hung thu dap vo tat ca lo nwdc hoa tai hién treong roi vay nwdc hoa vao phong nguoi khac,
theo suy luan thi nan nhan trong vu nay la ngudi chét thi tw. Tao cam thay hung thu khong
can lam vay, vi bay gid trong dinh thy chi con ba ngwoi, han giét quach nguwdi thi nam that
nhanh la xong. Hanh ddng kia cling chang gidu giém dugc than phan, vi nguwdi con lai trong
dinh thy c6 thé doan ra hung thu la ngwoi khong am hiéu vé nhan hiéu nwéc hoa hodc bi
ngat miii. Bdy gio tao nhd Té Lgi cling bi ngat miii, nhung nguwdi chét thi hai lai 1a ¢6 ta.
Hung tha chang khéac nao gidu dau 16i dudi.”

T6i tra 10i, “Chu Sai bdy gid bi ngat miii, ngwoi lai dady mui nwéc hoa, 6ng ta sg mui nwéc
hoa khién ngudi ta nghi ngd nén méi mudn vay nuwdc hoa 1én nhitng nguwoi khac. Nhung
néu chi vay lén nhitng ngudi con lai, ha chang phai thtra nhan nwéc hoa cé lién quan dén vu
giét nguwoi u? Giong nhu ndi toac ra la vay nwdc hoa dé che gidu hanh vi pham toi vay. Néu
ong ta vay nudc hoa tung tée khap dinh thy Vo Chai thi hiéu qua danh lac hwéng cao hon
han, khong ai hiéu tai sao hung thu lai lam thé. C6 khi hanh dong nay chang lién quan dén
vu giét nguoi cling nén.”

Thach Kinh Chu c6 vé chwa vira y v6i cau tra 10i cua toi, lai gang, “Hai muoi nam trudc
ong ta cling la quan gia u? Sao khong di thay bo do khac?” To6i lai gidi thich, “Co thay,
nhung ong ta khong ré nwdc hoa sé bam mui bao lau. C6 nhitng loai nwéc hoa bam mui dai,
tam mot lan ciing chwa chac hét mui, nén dé cho dam bdo, hung thu sé vay nwdc hoa khap
noi, &y mdi la ké ven toan.”

“Néu moi khi giét mot nguoi, chd Sai lai 1dy di mot mén do tir hién trwong thi sé nay sinh
van dé: Thung son bi bo ra khéi tu tir khi nao? C6 phai khi b6 mén do dau tién vao, né da
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bi lay ra khéng?”

“Qua don gian, khi chwa ra tay giét choc, hung thu da 1ay thung son quét day 1én twong
phong C6 Vinh Huy r6i. May nghi xem, hung tht lam thé qua la mét cong doi viéc. Co6 thé
hu doa moi nguoi, khién tat ca khach khita sg mat via, luéng cudng chan tay, tién thé cling
don trong ngan ta dé cat do.”

Thach Kinh Chu gat dau, lai hoi tiép, “Con nita, hung thta da & trong dinh thy, khong thé
lién lac v&i bén ngoai, vay hai muwoi nam trwdc, ai da bao canh sat?”

“Cé nhiéu cach ma, du sao hung thu da 1én ké hoach cho vu giét ngwdi nay ngay tr dau roi.
Tao tam lay mot vi du thé nay, 6ng ta hoan toan c6 thé thué ai do, can dan vao gio nay ngay
nay goi dién bao canh sat.”

Thach Kinh Chu lac dau, “Cé Dwong bi dao dam xuyén c6 hong khong néi dugc thi tao
hiéu, nhung tai sao khong phat hién vét mau ban ra? Tuy twong phong déu son mau do,
nhung khe ctra va phia sau ctta chang 1€ ciing bi son dé not u?”

T6i ndi ngay, “Pwong nhién, hung tht da dong civa phong r6i son thanh mau doé hét. Bon bé
déu mau dé, nhw vay mdi c6 thé giau la trong ring chit.”

Giai dap bay nhiéu cau ma Thach Kinh Chu van chwa chiu bu6ng tha, “A phai, con nifa, vé
viéc hung thu bién mat hai mwoi nam trudce dy, tai sao phai mat cong lay do cta ngudi khac
ma khong chudn bi sdn mdt vat ké chan cé do cao phit hgp cho minh? Ong ta ciing khong
dam chac nhitng th minh 1ay di c6 da dat dén do cao d6 khong ma?”

T6i bue boi sam mat, “Co 1€ 6ng ta da chon ching theo nhu cau thyc té. Dung dugc thi tot,
néu khong duwgc thi tim thém, khong ngd lai gap may, chong lén dat ding dén do cao can
thiét. Néu ngang nhién bé mot cai ghé ké chan, nhat dinh sé bi nghi ngo, bat budc phai
dung nhiéu th¢ linh tinh chong 1én nhau méi che giau duwgc y dinh thyc sy. Puong nhién
day déu do tao doan ca, néu may mudn dap an chinh xac thi di ma héi ong ay.”

“Ong ta sdp bi xt ban 16i con héi quai gi nita?" Thach Kinh Chu biu méi.

“Pung vay, nhiéu chuyén chi c6 6ng troi va chu Sai biét, may hoi lam quai gi?” T6i ché
giéu.

Thach Kinh Chu cam nin.

Ngoai ra, con mot chuyén nita t6i phdi viét nét vao day. Sau khi dinh thy Vé Chai bi canh
sat niém phong, chd Sai da tron vao mot phong khac, nhung lam sao dé 1én ra? Theo 0ng ta
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khai thi bay gio tuy dong canh sat, nhung maét s6 ngudi khong am hiéu thiét ké ¢ day, ong
ta c6 thé 1gi dung diéu nay. Chu Sai da nap trong phong bén canh mot ltc, chitng mwdi phut
sau, canh sat bat dwgc C6 Vinh Huy & cach d6 5 km thi dai da s6 canh sat trong dinh thy
cling ao ao kéo di, bay gio 6ng ta mdi 1én ra khoi dinh thy r6i chuon thang. Vay néu lic doé
canh sat pha ctra xong vao ngay thi sao? Chud Sai khong néi, c6 1é 6ng ta c6 phuwong an hai,
co lé...

Ma, trén doi cling chang c6 nhiéu c6 1é dén vay dau.

Rat 1au vé sau to6i mdi biét, tén that ctia chu Sai la Ng6 Han Dan. Tuy chdng con y nghia gi
nhung t6i van muon ghi lai vao day, d6 mdi la tén that cia 6ng ay. Phién x cudi cung, t6i
va Tran Tuwdc déu khong tdi, nghe néi khi quan toa tuyén an tr hinh, yéu cau chdp hanh
ngay lap tic, Ng6 Han Dan da thd phao nhe nhom. T6i doan, phtit cudi cudc doi, nguoi 6ng
muon giét nhat chinh la ban than minh.

Vu an két thiic, Chic Lé Han sang Anh du hoc. Chu Kién Binh di My, tiép tuc sy nghiép ao
thudt gia, thinh thoang ching t6i con thdy 6ng ta biéu dién trén ti vi. Moi lan nhw vay, Tran
Twdc déu pha 1én cuwoi. Trinh Hoc Hong tirng dén duwong Tw Nam gdp ching t6i mot lan,
vira vao ctta da kéo Tran Twdc vao phong sach, thdo luan nhitng kién thitc ca doi toi cling
khong sao hiéu noi. Vé phan Vuong Phwong, sau nay ching téi khong gap lai, nhung chi c6
goi dién thoai cho chiing t6i may lan. Theo chi ké thi Triéu Thu Nhan da nghi hwu, chuan bi
viét mot cudn ty truyén ké vé cudc doi lam canh sat ctia minh. Vwong Phuong giuc gia ong
ta lién tuc, con cha dong dé nghi sé gidp lién hé véi nha xuat ban nita. T6i nghi, néu tuwong
lai cudn ty truyén dé ra mat, chdc vu 4n & dinh thy Vé Chai sé chiém rat nhiéu trang.
Chang biét trong sach 6ng ta nhan xét vé Tran Tuwdc ra sao. Ching t6i danh rita mat chd doi
vay.

Sau vu viéc & dinh thy Vé Chai, Tran Twdc lai khoi phuc nhip song trwdc day, vo lo vo
nghi sudt ca ngay. Trinh Hoc Hong tirng giup cau ta lién hé vadi vai treong dai hoc, hi vong
Tran Twdc co6 thé quay trd lai buc giang, tiép tuc nhitng nghién cttu khoa hoc dang dé& ngay
tredc. Song duong nhu ciu ta chang mdy mdn ma véi viéc gdy dung lai sy nghiép, ct lan
lita n6i dé ban sau. Bung la mot ké 1ap di. N6i that long, du da thué chung nha véi cau ban
hoc cling tiéu hoc nay hon nita nam, t6i van khong hiéu dwgc suy nghi cda cau ta. Co lic
cau ta nghiém tdic dang tin cay, luc lai quai di ki qudc, tinh khi that thwong, vui gian kho
lwong.

Vu an ké ra da gdy anh hwdng 16n dén Tran Tuwdc. Tuy da gap vo s6 an mang tay trdi nhung
lan nay, nan nhan lai 1a ban than cia cau ta. Thwong ngay, Tran Tuéc khong nhdc nhom gi
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vé vu an vdi toi, cling lam b nhw khong dé tam. Chi c6 mat lan, t6i cam gidc duwgc cau ta
dang buon.

Hom do6 la mot ngay thang Mudi hai, t6i tan lam sém, vé nha thi thdy Tran Twdc nham
nghién mat nam co ro trén sofa phong khach. Cau ta khong doc sach, khong tiép khach,
cling khong ra ngoai. T6i budc vao, cau ta ciing chang buon ngang 1én. To6i biét cau ta
khong ngu, xwa nay cau ta khong bao gio ngu trén sofa, du c6 mét dén dau ciing phai tam
tap sach sé, mac do ngu roi nam lén givong. To6i thita nhan vé mat nay minh 16i thoi, khac
xa tac phong chin chu cta cau ta.

T6i lai gan, vira dinh Ién tiéng thi nhac thay mot td bao trén ban. T¢ bdo dé ma, t6i cé thé
doc thay nhan dé ranh ranh trén trang dau: Loi nguyén ittng nghiém. Ba Phuong Tué, vo goa
cua Co Vinh Huy chét vi tai nan xe c.

“Xe cua ba ta dam vao dai phan céach trén duong cao toc, chét ngay tai cho.” Tran Twdc néi
bdng giong tram tram.

“Sao... Sao co thé thé dugc?”

“Khong biét.”

Lé nao dinh thy Vé Chai c6 16i nguyén thuc u?

Tran Twdc cham rai mé mat, mo mang héi, “Han Tan, anh la nha van ding khong?”
“Pau co, toi dau phai nha van.”

“Tolstoy a, c dén toi la toi bat gap anh lén lut viét sach day.” Vé xao quyét 16e I1én trong
mat cau ta.

T6i ¢t ngd cdu ta dang budn vi C6 Dwong, nao ngo lai ché giéu t6i roi, dang dinh dop lai
thi Tran Twdc dot ngot rit tir sau lwvng ra mot cudn so tay cii ki, dwa cho t6i.

Chinh 1a cudn s6 c6 cau chuyén c6 tich C6 Vinh Huy viét trdc lic 1am chung, Bach Tuyét
trong phong giam bi mdt.

“T6i khong thich doan két cau chuyén nay.” Giong Tran Twdc nhw nai ni, “Anh stta lai di.”

Het
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