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Cuén sdch nay dwoc gidi thigu & diy
nhéim chia sé cho nhitng ban khong cé
diéu ki¢n mua sdch!

Con néu ban c6 khd ning hiay mua
ing ho nha!
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Gioi thiéu

Boi mot tim ban dd cii nat gidu trong cin
phong bi mét ctia ngdi nha co, Simon,
Jane va Barney di bat ngd bi cuén vao
mot cudc phiéu luu vira dang so vura
hirng thi. Bon tré khong ngd c6 nhirng ké
xau xa cling dang thém muén chiém linh
vat bdu ma tm ban do dan t6i. Boi céi
ac trong hinh voc cta Bong toi da trdi
day, va nhitng dra con nha Drew v0 tinh
dat cude song cta ching vao vong nguy
hiém. Chén thanh thiéng liéng ciia vua
Arthur huyén thoai chinh 1a chiéc chia
khoa cuia cudc truy tim bi hiém do.
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Trén bién khoi, dudi da tham - tap truyén
dau tién trong bd truyén ky ao cudn hut
Bong tdi trdi ddy cua Susan Cooper, mot
tuong dai trong nén vin hoc thiéu nhi thé
gidi thé ky XX.

“Susan Cooper 1a mot trong s it nhitng
nha van duong dai c6 mot tri tudng
tuong manh liét, kha ning ké chuyén va
cai nhin dao 1y cho phép ba sang tao ra
mdt cudc dbi dau 16n lao gitra cai thi¢n
va cai ac, mo tip tam diém ctia moi tac
pham vin hoc ky 4o vi dai. Tolkien co
diéu d6, C.S.Lewis ciing vdy. Va Cooper
1a nguoi tiép budc ho.” - Psychology
Today
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“MOot cau chuyén dan ta ti dinh diém
hung phan, ngdp tran nhitng huyén thoai,
bi an va ham y ngu ngén.” - Horn Book

Tac gia

Susan Cooper dugc biét dén nhiéu nhit
v6i bo tiéu thuyét ky 4o ndi tiéng Bong
t6i tréi ddy gdom nam tap: Trén bién
khoi, duéi da tham; Bong toi tréi ddy
(sach doat Huy chuong Newbery 1974);
Phu thuy Xanh; Vua Xam (sach doat
Giai Newbery 1976); va Bac trén cay,
ra mat ban doc tur nhitng nam 1960 va
1970, mi€u ta cudc giéng co gitta hai thé
lu’c Thién va Ac, hay Anh sang va Bong
t6i. Bo tiu thuyét naXtdu:a trén tru en
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thuyét vé vua Arthur, duoc viét chu yéu
cho doc gia tré. Cac tiéu thuyét khac
danh cho ddc gia tré cua ba: Seaward
(Vé phia bién) va Dawn of Fear (Binh
minh ctia sg hii). Ba ciing viét ba cudn
danh cho thiéu nhi: Thim bo Bac, Cé gdi
Selkie va Tam Lin; ca ba déu do
Warwick Hutton minh hoa. Cong tac véi
dién vién Hume Cronyn, ba soan v& kich
Foxfire (Ltta Cao) cho san khau
Broadway va - danh ting Jane Fonda -
bd phim truyén hinh Dollmaker (Nguoi
lam bip bé), ca hai déu gianh dugc giai
Humanitas  1985. Sinh ra tai
Buckinghamshire, nuéc Anh, Susan
Cooper d3 chuyén sang My tir nim 1963

va hién song tai  Cambridge,
https://thuviensach.v



Massachusetts.
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CHUONG 1

“Ong 4y dau nhi?”

Xudng khoi tiu, Barney nhay tung tung
lo ling, nhin quanh dam dong nhitng
khuon mat tréng béch dang 11 luot dd vé
phia thanh chian soat vé cuia ga St
Austell. “Em chang thiy 6ng 4y dau ca.
Ong ay c6 chd & d6 khong nhi?”

“Tét nhién 1a ong Ay phai chd & d6 chu”,
Simon néi, c6 gitr chit liy cai boc vai
dai dung can cau ca cua bo. “Ong ay da
hira s& d6n nha minh ma. Bang 6t6 han
hoi.” https://thuviensach.vn



Pang sau ho, dau tau chay bang diesel
ruc 1én nhu mot con ct khong 16, va ca
doan tau bat dau chuyén banh.

“Céc con ¢ nguyén tai chd mot phut di,”
bd néi, tay khé¢ né¢ xach mot déng vali.
“Ong Merry khong bién mat dau. Pé moi
nguoi di bot da.”

Jane khit khit miii vé sung sudng. “Em
ngui thay mui bién day!”

“Chung ta con cach bién ca ti ddm ma,”
Simon no1 vé trich thugng,

“Em khong biét. RO re‘ln‘%t em cO ngui thay
https://thuviensach.vn



mui bién.”
“Ong Merry da noi la langTrewissick

cach san ga St Austell nam dam co

A

ma.

“Oi, 6ng 4y dau?” Barney van sudt rudt
nhay 10 co trén san ga xam xit ddy bui,
chim chi nhin vao nhitng tAm lung dan
khuét di ctr chdn mat tdm mét n. Roi dot
nhién, nd dimg im, nhin chim cham
xudng dudi. “E - nhin kia.”

Chung nhin theo. Thang bé dang tron mat

ngd mot cai vali 1é6n mau den ndm gitra

mot rung chan budce voi va.
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“Co gi hay ho dau?”’ Jane hoi.

Nhung 16i chung thy chiéc vali c6 hai
cai tai mau ndu vénh 1én va mot cai dudi
nau dai dang ve vay. Nguoi cha xéch céi
vali 1én va di khoi, con con chd dung
dang sau vali bi bo lai cho vo mot minh,
nhin quanh quin trén san ga. Do 1a mot
con ché minh dai, gdy nhang nhu cho
hoang va ¢ nhirng chd 4nh nang chiéu
vao, bo 16ng ctia né anh 1én mau do sam.

Barney huyt sao va chia tay ra.

“Khong dugc dau con,” me¢ nhdc, tay
nam chat may cay choi vé dang dam tua

tua ra ngoai tii nhu tim can fay.
https://thuviensach.vn



Nhung trude ca khi Barney huyt sédo, con
cho da bat dau lon ton chay lai phia ca
nha, mau le¢ va ca quyét, ¢t nhu thé nhan
ra ban cii. N6 nhdy cang 1én mdt vong
xung quanh ho, héch cai mém dai do do
lén timg ngudi, roi dung lai bén canh
Jane va liém tay c6 bé.

“No6 dep day chir?” Jane cui xudng canh
con cho va vuot ve bo 16ng dai mugt nhu
nhung & ¢6 no.

“Con yé€u, can than day,” me n6i. “Ching
ta s€ phai dé no lai thoi. Co 1€ nod 1a cta
a1 do ¢ dang kia.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Con udc gi no6 1a cua nha minh.”

“No6 cling mudn thé day a,” Barney noi.
“Nhin nay.”

NO6 gii gii cai ddu mau do hoe va con
vat gir gir trong c6 hong vé thich thi.

“Khong duoc,” bo noi.

bam dong gio da thua hon, va qua thanh
chan, ho c6 thé nhin thiy bau troi xanh
quang dang phia trén san ga.

“Tén no ghi trén vong co day nay,” Jane
noi, em van ngdi bén con chd. Em loay

hoay man mé€ mi€ng bac trén cai dai nang
https://thuviensach.vn



trich. “Trén nay ghi Rufus. A, con nita...
Trewissick. Nay, n6 dén tr khu lang
day!”

Nhung khi em ngang dau 1én thi moi
ngudi bong di bién dau mat hét. Em
dimg bat day, chay theo cda nha vao
khoang nang chan hoa, va trong chbc lat
em nhin thiy nhitng gi ma ca nhd ciing
vira thdy: cai dang cao cao quen thudc
ctia Ong Merry dang dung ngoai san ga
do1 ho.

Ho ua lai vay quanh 6ng, tranh nhau riu
rit nhu bay soc dudi goc cay. “A, ca nha
day ro61,” ong no1 khong chut khach séo,

nhin ho tor dudi cap lén% may bac ram
https://thuViensach.vn



rap va nhoén miéng cuoi.

“Cornwall that 1a tuyét,” Barney noi,
mung quynh ca 1én.

“Chau con chua dugc thdy dau,” Ong
Merry noi.

“Chau c6 khoe khong, Ellen?” Ong cti
Xuéng va hon nhe vao ma me. Luon luon
la nhu vay, ong ddi véi me nhu thé ong
quén mat me da 13 nguodi 16n. Mic du
ong khong phai 1a chu rudt cua me ma
chi 1a ban cta 6ng ngoai nhung 6ng da
gin glii voi gia dinh tir nhiéu nim nay
dén mirc bay gio ho ciing khong con nghi

xem ban dau ong tr dau dén nita.
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Chang ai hiéu rd vé Ong Merry va ciing
khong ai dam hoéi bao gio. Trong Ong
chang gidng chit gi véi tén goi[l]. Déng
ong cao, thang, mai toc day, bac pho va
bu xu. Trén khudon mat nau nghiém nghi
13 cai mii khoam hian xubng nhu ciy
cung bi bé cong va d6i mat den, su
tham.

Chang ai biét 6ng bao nhiéu tudi. B noi,
“Ong gia bang nai ddi 4y,” va trong thAim
tAm, miy dira nho déu cam thdy dung. O
Ong Merry c6 mdt cai gi do, nhu nhiing
quéa doi, nhu bién hay bau troi, cai gi do
rat c6 xua, nhung khén% hé c6 tu6i va bat
tan. ttps://thuviensach.vn



Ludn ludn, hé 6ng c6 mit & dau thi nhitng
diéu ky la xuat hién ¢ d6. Ong thuong
bién mat mot thoi gian dai rdi dot nhién
budc qua ngudng cira nha Drew nhu thé
ong chua bao gio di xa, va thong bao
rang 6ng vira moi tim thiy mot thung liing
bi lang quén & Nam My, mot phao dai La
Ma & Phiap hay mot con tau tur thoi
Viking bi chdy va dim ¢ ving bién nudc
Anh. Béo chi thuong ding nhiéu ciu
chuyén hap d?m vé nhiing viéc 6ng da
lam. Nhung mdi khi cac phong vién den
g0 ctra thi ong di lai bién mat, quay vé
vO1 sy yén binh ¢ ngdi truong dai hoc
tinh mich no1 ong day hoc. Ca nha sé

thirc day vao mot budi san nao do, \%01
huviensach.



ong xudng an sang va thiy ong dﬁ khong
con & d6 nira. VA sau hang miy thang
trdi ho chang nghe duoc tin thc gi ve
ong, thi lai thiy 6ng xudt hién & cira.
That kho ma tin dugc mua hé nay, trong
ngéi nha ma ong da thué cho ho &
Trewissick, ca nha lai & cung v61 Ong ca
bon tuan lién.

V&i anh nang chiéu 1ap lanh trén mai toc
bac pho, Ong Merry xach hai cai vali to
nhat 1én, mdi tay mot chiéc va rao budc
bang qua san ga vé phia mot cai 0to.

“Céc chau thiy thé nio?” Ong hoi day vé
tur hao.

https://thuviensach.vn



Theo sau 6ng, ho nhin chdm cha. Do la
mot chiéc xe to, chin bun di gi, 1dp son
bong troc va bun dong thanh banh trén
truc xe. Mot lan hoi nudc dang cudn 1én
tir b phan tan nhiét.

“Hét say!” Simon noi.
“Hum,” me am u.

“O, Chi Merry,” bd vui vé noi dua,
“chau hy vong chu da mua bdo hi€m
r6i.”

Ong Merry phi mot tiéng. “V& van.
Chiéc xe tuyét voi day. Chu thué ctia mot

nguo1 nong dan. Du sao thi nd cling cho
https://thuviensach.vn



duoc tat ca chung ta. Cac chau 1én di.”

Jane ngoai nhin lai 161 vao ga vé nubi
tiéc khi leo 1én xe theo sau ca nha. Con
cho 16ng do dang dung trén via heé nhin
ho, cai ludi d6 dai ngoang dung dua
gitra hai ham ring tring,

Ong Merry goi: “Lai day, Rufus.”

“Qi!” Barney reo 1én sung suéng khi bon
cai chan dai va cai mom udt sugt phong
vot qua cura xe, dam xinh vao sudn no.
“Con cho cua ong a?”

“Lay troi khong phai vay,” Ong Merry

noi. “Nhung ong tin nd s¢ la cua cac
https://thuviensach.vn



chau trong thang téi. Ong thuyén trudng
khong mang n6 di nudc ngoai duogc, vi
thé Rufus & lai trong Ngbi nha Xam.”
Noi 16i 6ng chi ngudi ngdi vao ghé lai
Xe.

“Ng6i nha Xam u?” Simon hodi. “Goi
nhu thé a, ong? Tai sao vay a?”

“Cu dén roi biet.”

Pong co xe nac mot tiéng roi gam lén, va
thé 1a ho 1én dudng. Xuyén qua cac phd
va ra khoi thanh phd, ho cudi néi 6n do
trong chiéc xe lic lu, cho dén khi nhitng
hang rao thé chd cho cac ngoi nha, nhitng

hang rao cdy hoang dai, ram rit, moc cao
https://thuviensach.vn



ngat va xanh ri doc theo con dudng udn
lugn quanh co trén suon ddi, va dang
sau ho, co trai dai tit tép dén tin chan
troi. Trén nén troi, ho chang thiy gi
ngoai nhirng than cay tro troi, coi coc, bi
lan gi6 thoi tir bién bé cong, va nhitng
via d4 mau vang xam.

“Kia kia,” Ong Merry hét to, at cé tiéng
on a0. Ong quay dau lai, phay mot tay
khoi vo lang 1am bo phai khé kéu 1én va
lay tay che mit. “Bay gid ca nha di dén
Cornwall rdi déy. Cornwall that su.
Lorges ¢ trudc madt cac chau kia.”

Tiéng On ao qua to khién khong ai hoi lai

duoc. ,
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“Ong n6i Lorges nghia 1a gi nhi?” Jane
gang hoi.

Simon lac dau, va con choé liém tai no.

“Ong dinh n6i 1a Ving Dat phia Tay,”
Barney bat ngd noi, vira gat mg toc vang
lac ndo ciing xda vao mit nd. “P6 13 tén
cli cua Cornwall. Tén cua vua Arthur.”

Simon rén 1én. “LE& ra tao phai doan
trudc duge mdi phai.”

Tir khi biét doc, nhitng ngudi anh hung
vi dai nhat cua Barney luon la vua

Arthur va cac hi€p si cua gal Trong
https://thuViensach.vn



mo, no théy minh 1a mot hi€p si trong
Hoi Ban Tron, tham gia nhitng cudc
chién twdng twong dé ciu cac quy cod
xinh dep va trung phat nhiing hi€p si
phan tric. N6 d3 mong chd duoc dén
Ving Dat phia Tay tir 1u roi; manh dat
ndy dem dén cho né mot cam giac ky la,
nhu thé dang dugc vé nha. N6 buc tic

i: “Anh ctr chd xem. Ong Merry biét

A

ma.

Thé ro1, sau mot Itc kha 1au, do1 nai da
dan nhuong cho cho vét xanh dai cua
bién, va ngdi lang hi¢n ra trudc mat ho.

Trewissick duong nhu van dang ngi yén

dudi nhitng mai nha lcrrp gm acdoa mau
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xam den, nim doc theo nhitng con phd
hep quanh co dudi sudn doi. Lang 18 sau
nhitng 6 cira sO co treo rém bang ren,
nhitng ngdi nha vudng nhd xinh mac cho
tiéng gdm cua dong co 6td doi lai nhiing
burc tuong voi trang. Thé roi, Ong Merry
danh tay 1ai mot vong va ho bdng thay
minh dang di trén con duong doc theo ria
cang, qua mat nudc dang gon séng vang
ruc dudi anh nang chiéu. Nhitng chiéc
xudng bap bénh budng neo doc theo bén
cang, va ca mot ddy thuyén danh ca xu
Cornwall ma dam tré con méi chi nhin
thay trong nhirng birc tranh me chiing vé
vai ndm trude: nhitng con thuyén chic
chin, déng khéo 160, mdi chiéc co6 mot

cOt buom thap be va mot khoang may
) https://thuviensach.vn



vuong nho vé phia duoi.

Ludi treo day l1am t6i ca may butrc tudong
cang, mot vai ngu dan, nhirng nguoi dan
ong dang vam v&, khuéon mit nau sam
nang gid, chan di ung cao dén dui, ué oai
liéc nhin chiéc xe di qua. Hai hay ba
ngudi trong sd ho toét miéng cudi véi
Ong Merry va vay tay chao.

“Ho biét 6ng a?” Simon to mo hai.

Nhung Ong Merry von van hay tré nén
rat nghénh nging mdi khi khong mudn tra
161 mot cAu hoi nao do, chi nhin ga trén
con duong udn lugn hudng 1én ngon doi
tréng sang phia bén kia bén cén% roi bat
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thinh linh phanh lai. “Chung ta t61 noi
roi.” Ong ndi.

Trong su yén lang dot ngodt éy, tai van
dang té dai di vi tiéng dong co 6t6 ram ri
ban ndy, tat ca déu roi mat khoi mit bién
va quay nhin sang phia bén kia con
duong.

Ho nhin thdy mot didy nha chénh vénh
doc suon dbc, va ngay chinh giira, noi
bat 1én nhu mot toa thap 1a mot ngdi1 nha
cao, hep vdi ba hang ctra s6 va mot mai
dau hoi. Mot ngdi nha u 4m, son mau
xam sam, nhung khung ctra ra vao va cira
sO lai sang tring 1én. Mai nha lop ngoi

acdoa, mot khung ctra t0 vo tit trén cao
https://thuviensach.vn



mau xanh xam hudng ra bén cang vé phia
bién.

“Ng6i nha Xam day,” Ong Merry gidi
thiéu.

Ho ngiri thay trong ngon gié yéu 6t thoi
qua mit xuéng dudi chan d6i mot mui gi
14 la: mui ctia mudi, tdo bién va sy héo
htrc nhu dang mo1 goi.

Khi ho d& hanh 1y xubng khoi xe va
Rufus dang thich thu chay loanh quanh
chui qua chdn moi ngudi thi Simon bong
giat giat canh tay Jane: “Oi troi... nhin
kia!”

https://thuviensach.vn



Simon dang nhin ra ngoai bién, xa phia
ctra cang. Theo tay nd chi, Jane thay cai
dang hinh tam giac thanh manh, duyén
dang ctia mot chiéc du thuyén dang cing
hét budm lai, biéng nhac troi vé phia
Trewissick.

“Pep nhi,” Jane noi, khong liy gi 1am
thich thu 1am. Em khong c6 cung long
say mé nhitng con thuyén nhu Simon.

“Dep tuyét. Khong biét ai 1a cha nhan
ctia n6 nhi?” Simon dimg nhin, mé man.
Chiéc du thuyén da ludt lai gan hon,
nghe rd ca tiéng nhitng canh budm phan
phat; roi canh buom chinh xép lai va ha
xuong. Chung nghe thay tlen kéo ket cua

ps:/fthuviensach.vn



dam day chdo thoang trén mat nudc, va
tieng khung khuc cua dong co.

“Me bao bon minh c6 thé xuéng xem bén
cang trude bita téi dugc day,” Barney
noi vong phia sau hai dtra. “Anh chi di
khong?”

“Di nhién rdi. Thé Ong Merry c6 di cung
khong?”

“Ong di cat xe r61.”
Ca bon di xudng con duong dan ra ke da,
bén canh la mdt birc tuong xam tham

thap v&i nhitng bui ¢ chen 1an hoa nit

X ~_ https://thuxiensagh.vn, ,
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xay tuong. D1 dugc vai budc Jane suc
nhé ra em dé quén chiéc khin tay nén
chay voi vé xe 6t ldy. Tay qud quang
trén san xe canh ghé sau, em ngudc lén
va sting nguoi khi nhin qua kinh chan
g10.

Ong Merry dang di tir Ngoi nha Xam vé
phia cai xe, bong ding siing lai giita
duong. Ong nhin cham chim xudng bién;
em nhin ra ong da nhin thay chiéc du
thuyén. Piéu lam em stng sot 1a vé mit
cua ong. Pung d6 nhu mot birc tugng
cao ngat, 6ng cau may, vé dit ton va cing
thang nhu thé dang nghe va nhin bang
moi gidc quan chir khong chi bang tai va

mat. Ong khong thé to ra s¢ hai dugc, em
https://thuviensach.vn



nghi, nhung v&i nhitng gi ma em vira nhin
thay thi khong co tir nio dién ta dung vé
mit 6ng lac nay hon thé. Canh giac,
hoang hét, 1o so... Ong lam sao thé nhi?
Chiéc du thuyén kia c6 gi la chtr?

Ong Merry quay nguoi va voi va trd vao
trong nha, con Jane tram ngdm ra khoi
xe, di theo hai anh em trai di xuong dudi
doi.

skekk

Bén cang gan nhu vang tanh. Mit troi
nong birc chiéu vao mit bon tré va qua
dé xing dan ching van cam thiy hoi
nong cua 16p da trén ke, Ngay chinh
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gitta, trude nhitng canh ctra kho cao bang
g0, k& d4 nho ra mé nudc thanh mot goe
vudng, va trén d6 1a mot ddng khong 16
nhirng thung réng chit cao qué dau bon
tré. Ba chii mong bién khoan thai budc
vé phia mép ké d4, tranh dudng cho
ching. Phia trude 1a mdt rirng nhitng cot
neo va day thirng dang du dua, thiy triéu
m&i 1én cao mot nira va chua thé nhin
thdy san nhitng con tau dang neo dau vi
ching van con thip khuat phia dudi mat
ke.

“Nay,” Simon goi, chi ra phia duong vao
cang. “Chi€c du thuyén dang di vao kia.
Trong tuyét chua?”

https://thuviensach.vn



Chiéc du thuyén trang thanh manh tha neo
ngoai tuong cang, tranh nhitng con séng
ngoai bién khoi nhd miii dat noi Ngoi
nha X4m dang an toa.

Jane budt miéng: “Anh co théy con
thuyén co gi hoi la khong?”

“La u? Sao lai phai ¢6 gi 1a?”
“Qi - em ciing chang biét nira.”

“Co 1€ do 1a du thuyén cua 6ng trudong
bén cang nay,” Barney noi.

“Bén cang nho nhu thé nay lam gi c6 ong

trudng cang, ha cu n6 ngdc nghéch, chi
https://thuviensach.vn



c6 nhirng bén cang nhu bd di ting dén
ho1 & hai quan thoéi.”

“0, 6 chu, anh biét tudt a, phia goc phé
kia c6 mot canh ctra den nhd, trén d6 ghi
Vian phong Trudng Cang,” Barney dic
thang nhay chan sdo, lam mot cha mong
bién hoang hon. Chii mong bién chay vai
buéc roi bay 1én, vO canh sat mit nudc
va kéu nhitng tiéng phan nan xa dan.

“A, r,” Simon ndi cau hoa, dat tay vao
ti quan va dung giang chan ra hai bén,
du dua trén got chan trong tu thé vién-
thuyén-trudng-trén-cau-tau  ctia  minh.
“Thi mot - khong vay. Di nhién chiéc du

thuy€n ay la cua nha %iéu r0i. May con
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c6 thé di qua bién Mingso, thim chi qua
ca Pai Tay Duong bang con thuyén do
ay chu.”

“Eo o1,” Jane noi. C6 bé boi giodi ching
kém ai, nhung em 1 ngudi duy nhat trong
gia dinh nha Drew khong thich bién.
“Thir tuong twong phai vuot qua Pai
Tay Duong trén con thuyén ti xiu Ay

29

XCem.

Simon nhe rang cudi ranh manh. “Con
phai noi. Nhirng con song 16n troi 18n r6i
sut xudng vt mot cai, moi thir quay
cudng, ndi niéu xoong chao roi loang
xoang trong khoang bep, va boong tau thi
cu len’ XU.Ol’lg, Ien XuOnﬁtps :/lthuviensach.vn



“Anh s€ lam chi ay buon non day,”
Barney binh than noi.

“V§& van. Say song ¢ trén dat lién, ngay
dudi anh nang nhu thé nay 477

“That déy, trong mat chi éy da xanh xam
lai ro1 kia. Nhin ma xem.”

“Chi khong say.”

“May say that roi. Tao khong thé tuéng
tuong duoc tai sao may lai khong bi say
trén tau nhu moi khi nhi. Chi can nghi
dén nhimg con séng ngoai Pai Tay

Duong, moi vat danh vong du dua la
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chang ai con cam thay bira sang ngon
mi¢ng ngoai tru tao...”

“Thoi anh im di, em khong thém nghe
nita dau” - va Jane toi nghiép quay ngoat
di roi chay vong ra phia bén kia déng
hop cao ngit ngu dang bdc mui ¢4 tanh
lom, nhiing thir c6 1€ tac dong vao tri
tudng twong clia em con nhiéu hon ca khi
em nghi vé nhitng con say song bién.

“Dlng l1a do con gai!” Simon khoai chi
noi.

Dot nhién tir bén kia ddng hop co tiéng
ram choéi tai, mot tieng kéu that thanh va

tieng kim loai loang xodng trén nén bé
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tong. Simon va Barney s¢ hdi nhin nhau
trong gidy lat, r61 chay vong sang phia
bén kia.

Jane dang nam trén dat, gon 16n bén dudi
mdt chiéc xe dap, banh trudc van con
dang quay. Cach d6 khong xa, mot thiang
nhéc cao, toc sim mau ngd song soai trén
k& da. Mot hop do lon voi miy goi thire
an da vang khoi gio xe va sira dang chay
thanh viing tr mot chai stra v& tan tanh,
nhitng manh thty tinh 4nh 1én trong nang,

Thang nhoc 16m com bo day va nhin Jane
trung trung. N6 mac mot bg thay thu
quan mau xanh da troi, ong quan dut

trong d61 ung cao su, bén trén cai co to
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banh va ngén tun cua nd la khudén mat det
dén ky la dang méo xéch di vi tirc gian.

“Mdy dang budc duong lao diy, khong
dom a?” n6 ham he, giong xt Cornwall
khi tirc gian cang tréd nén kho nghe. “Xéo
ra chotau di.”

No giat cai xe dung dung 1én, khong chut
may may dé y dén Jane; ban dap cua xe
thic vao mat cd chan c6 bé khién em
nhan mat lai vi dau.

“Khong phai 15i ctia t6i,” em noi, hoi lay
lai can dam. “Cau phong xe ma chang
chiu nhin duong gi ca.”
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Barney ling 1& di dén gan Jane va do co
chi dimg ddy. Thang nhoc mit miy sung
sia bat dau thu don nhirng cai lon bi roi
va ném ching vao trong hop. Jane gitp
nd nhat mt lon 1&€n. Nhung khi c6 bé
chia tay vé phia cai hop thi thang nhoc
hat tay c6 ra, 1am cai lon quay vong tron
bay ra ke da.

“beé yiem d6,” n6 gam gu.

“Nay,” Simon phan ng, “dau can phai
lam the.”

“Cam mom,” thang nhdc gan giong, tham
chi né chang buon nhin 1én.
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“May cam mom may lai ay,” Simon dap
trd, san sang nghénh chién.

“Anh Simon, thoi dung,” Jane khd so
n6i. “Néu né muén thd 156 nhu vay thi
mac ké nd.” Chan c¢6 bé dang nhuc nhdi
ghé gom, mau chay thanh giot tir vét
xude trén dau gbdi. Simon nhin mit em
gai dang d6 bung 18n, nghe thay giong cd
bé lac di vi dau. N6 cén chit moi.

Thang nhoc day cai xe dap dua vao dong
hop, quic mit nhin Barney lam chi bé
hoi hoang nhay tranh ra xa; roi bat chot
con thinh nd cua no lai bat ra thanh giong
ndi cin cau “xéo... di, tat ca 1a chung

may,” bon tré khong nghe 10 no nd1 fur gi
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nhung cai giong diéu ay thi khong thé
nhim 14n duoc, viy nén tirc gian dung
dung, Simon siét chit ndm dam, sin sang
lao t&1. Nhung Jane kéo giat anh trai lai,
thang nhoc kia budc nhanh dén mép ke,
tréo xudng, quay mit lai phia bon tré, tay
bé cai hop dung dong d6 linh kinh. Bon
tré nghe thdy tiéng lach cach rat to va
nhin qua mép ke, ching thdy né lic lu
trén mot chiéc xudng cao su. No g day
chio budc xudng ra khéi mot cai vong
trén tuong va bat dau len 16i qua dam
thuyén hudng ra ngodi cang, dung day
manh mai chéo vé phia dang dudi. Voi
v va gian dit, n6 va ca xudng vao sudn
mot trong nhitng con tau danh ca 16n, ma

cling chang thém dé tam, Chi mot thoang
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sau, nd di thoat ra dugc dén vung nudc
trong, hoi ha chéo bang mdt tay va dua
mat luom bon tré day khinh bi.

Ngay luc d6, bon tré nghe thiy tiéng
budc chan lach cach trén san go rong, di
ra tir phia trong chiéc tau danh ca bi
dam. Mgt dang nguoi1 nho tho, kho xac
bat ngd hién ra chd cira ham trén boong
tu, cai tay vung vay ddy buc tlrc, mot
tiéng gio khan duc chua ting thay ludt
qua mit nude vé phia thang nhoc.

Thing nhoc co tinh quay lung lai, tay van
khua mai cheo va chiéc xuong bién mat
ngoai cura cang, khuat sau birc tuong nho

ra.
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Ong gia nho bé dir dir ndm dam r6i quay
vé phia k¢ da, nhiy thoin thoat tir san
thuyén ndy sang san thuyén khac cho dén
chd cai thang leo trén tuong va tréo lén
dén sat chan bon tré. C)ng ta mic chiéc
ao nit len, quﬁn mau xanh nuéc bién
khong 1an vao dau duoc va di bot cao
1én dén cang chan.

“D6 vung théi vung tha, thing Bill
‘Oover kia,” ong ta quat 1én. “DPo1 day
01 tao s€ bat dugc may, thé day, doi roi

2

XCm.

Roi duong nhu It d6 6ng méi chot nhan

ra bon tré khong chi la vat vo tri vo giac
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nhu cai ké da kia. Ong cau nhau, liéc xéo
vao khuon mit van dang cing thang cua
ching va cai dau gbi con dang chay mau
cua Jane. “Hen chi tr dudi kia bac da
nghe thdy tiéngléi,” ong noi, giong diu
dang hon. “Céc chau lai c6 chuyén gi vi
16 phong?” Ong hat dau vé phia bién.

“N6 dam xe lam em chau ngd,” Simon
phan nd néi. “That ra chau ciing co 10i,
chau doa lam em 4y chay x6 vao no,
nhung n6 that 1a mot théng tho 18, nd con
danh rat manh vao tay Jane va-va roi nd
da chay mat trudc khi chau kip cho no
mot tran,” Simon két thic béng mot cau
iu xiu.
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Ong gia danh ca cudi. “O thoi, ding dé
y dén 16 1am gi. Lé xau tinh 1am, céi
thang 10i con, tinh khi I6ng ldy nhu con
quy, x4u tinh x4u /ér. Tt nhit 13 cac
chau /én tranh xa /o ra.”

“Chiung chiu sé& tranh,” giong Jane van
cOn run run, tay c6 bé than trong xoa cai
chan dau.

Ong danh ca tic ludi. “Vét thuong t&
day, chau gai, chau phai di rira cho sach
di. Cac chau té1 day nghi he phong?”

“Ching chau & Ngbdi nha Xam,” Simon
noi, “¢ trén doi kia kia.”
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Ong danh c4 liéc tréom né that nhanh, mot
anh t0 mo thoang qua khuon mat sam
nang nhin nham dung dung. “That thé
hir? Khong biét c¢6 phai 1a...” - nhung
ong dirng phat ngay lai, nhu thé vira chot
quyét dinh thay d6i nhiing gi sip noi.
Simon béi r6i, cb chd xem ong dinh noi
gi tiép. Nhung Barney ndy gid ching
nghe hét cau chuyén, dang nhin qua mép
ke d4, lién quay lai hoi.

“Thuyén cua bac kia phai khong a?”

Ong danh cd nhin nd, nra ngac nhién,
nira thich tha ctr nhu ong dang nhin thay
mot sinh vat bé nho la ky tu dung sua 1én
vay. “Dung vay, chu chang banh choe a.
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Chiéc thuyén ma bac vira dtng d6.”

“Thé nhirng ngu dan khac khong kho chiu
khi bac nhdy qua thuyén cta ho a?”

Ong gia vui vé cuodi khung khuc. “Béc
chang c6 cach lao khac dé di 1én bo ca.
Khong ai quan tAm dén viéc c6 ai nhay
qua thuyén minh dau, mién c6 ding pha
phéach 1a duogc.”

“The bac c6 ra khoi danh ca khong?”

“Gio thi khong, bé n6 a,” ong gia than
mat noi, 16i tir trong tii quan ra mot
miéng gié ban thiu va lau nhitng vét dau
dinh trén tay. “Bon bac ra khoi tur chip
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t6i va quay vé lac binh minh Ién.”

Mat Barney rang rd. “Chau sé day som
va dung don xem khi bac ¢ ngoai khoi
A 29

Ve.

“Bac s& tin 1a thé khi /do bac nhin thdy
chau,” ong gia ndi, anh mat 1ap lanh.
“Lao, bay gio thi dua c6 bé ldy vé nha
rira cai chin kia di, khong biét 13 nhiing
rac rudi, ban thiu gi da kip bam vao day
lita.” Ong mai mai chiéc bot bong loang
trén nén ke d4.

“Nao Jane, di thoi,” Simon no1. N6 dua
mat nhin lai ddy tau thuyén dang ndm im

lim trén mat nudc, ro1 dua taP/ 1én che
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mét dé nhin vé hudng mat troi. “Kia, cai
thang cuc mich di xe dap dang 1én chiéc

',’

du thuyén kia!
Jane va Barney nhin theo.

Phia xa, qua birc tudng chan cang, mot
bong den dang nhiin nhay leo 1€n céi than
trang dai cua chiéc du thuyén ling I&.
Bon tré chi kip nhin thiy thang nhoc leo
Ién thanh tau va hai ngudi don nod trén
boong. Roi ca ba cai bong bién mat, con
tiu tré lai vang lang,

“A,” ong gia kéu lén. “Ra thé. Hom qua
thang Bill di mua hang du trir, xang va

moi thtr khac, du dl‘m% cho ca mdt ham
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d6i, nhung chang ai biét /6 mua cho ai.
Mot chiéc thuyén khé day. Cha hiéu vige
gi ma /o phai lamra vé bi mat thé.”

Ong budc di doc theo ke da, dang voc
nhd bé ngiéng nga, cai c6 bé gip ra
ngoai cua do1 ung dap dap vao chan theo
mdi budc di. Barney loc coc di bén
canh, sbt sing bat chuyén va chi khi 6ng
gia vay tay chao dé ré& vé phia lang thi nd
mo1 chay lai phia hai dtra kia, lac d6 da
di dén goc phé.

“Bac 4y tén la Penhallow, con thuyén
cua bac ay tén 1a Thach Nam Trang. Bac
ay bao ho danh duogc hang van tan ca

moi to61 hdm qua, ngay mai ho s€ con bat
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dugc nhiéu hon thé nhi€u vi troi sap
29

mua.

“R0O1 em s€& cang ngay cang toc mach hon
cho ma xem,” Jane noi.

“Mua 4y 47 Simon nghi ngd hoi lai va
nhin [€n bau tro1 xanh trong.

“Thi bac ay noi thé ma.”

“Pung 1a vo van. Ong ta chac cling hoi
dé nguoit.”

“Em c4 1a bac 4y n6i dung ddy. Dan danh
ca luon biét moi viéc, dac biét 1a dan xi
Cornwall. Anh ctr thir ho1 Ong Merry ma
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XCm.

skesksk

Nhung khi bon tré an tdi trong Ngoi nha
Xam thi Ong Merry khong c6 & d6; chi
c6 bd me va ba Palk, mot ba nguoi lang
ma do héng, mit miy twoi tinh, hang
ngay van dén giup niu in va don dep.
Ong Merry da di dau mat.

“Ong chac phai nhan lai cdi gi do chu,”
Jane noi.

B6 nhtin vai. “Ciing khong han. Ong chi
lam bam rang Ong phai di va tim kiém

cai gi do roi1 1én xe phong vut di nhu tia
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chép.”

“Nhung minh vira méi dén diy xong”
Simon tu ai noi.

“Pung dé v nhu thé con a,” me an .
“Con biét 6ng roi con gi. Ong sé& quay lai
ngay khi can théi ma.”

Barney dang dim dubi nhin dia banh
khoai tdy nhoi thit ma ba Palk 1am cho
bita t6i. “Ong Merry dang tham gia vao
mdt cudc tham hiém. Co thé s& mat hang
nam, hang nam troi. Trong mot cudc tham
hiém thi ta c6 thé di tim, tim mai, ma
cudi cung thi co 1& van chiang bao gio

dén duoc not can dén.” ,
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“Tham hiém cai dau may,” Simon stng
c. “Ong lai chi di tim mdt ngdi mo cd
ngé ngan ndo d6 trong nha thd hodc vat
gi ddy thoi. Khong thi tai sao 6ng chang
thém no1 gi voi bon minh ¢4?”

“Em nghi sang mai ong s& vé,” Jane noi.
Em nhin qua cira sd, qua burc tlmng thap
mau xam doc theo con duong. Anh sang
dang nhat dan va mat troi 1an Xuéng phia
sau miii dat dang chuyén sang mau xanh
XAm sam, mot lan swong mu nhe nhang
lan vao cang. Qua man suong dang nang
dan, em nhin thdy mot hinh bong mo 4o
dang chuyén dong trén mét bién phia

trén cai bong co6 anh san, % ha F1(1’au
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tién 13 mot chAim d6 md, rdi chAm mau
xanh, va nhitng chAm tring sang phia trén
cung. Bong em ngdi bat day khi nhan ra
c4i bong ma em nhin thay chinh 1 chiéc
du thuyén bi an dang di ra khoi cang
Trewissick, van ling 1& va la lung nhu
khi n6 di vao.
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CHUONG 2

Hom sau, khi ca nha dang ngdi an sang
thi Ong Merry vé. Bong 6ng hién ra che
khudt cé 16i vao, cao 19n sing sing, d6i
mat tring sdu dudi mai toc trang bom
XOm, va ong nd nu cuoi rang ro trudc
con mit ngac nhi€n cua moi nguoi.

“Chao ca nha,” ong vui vé. “Con ti ca
phé nao khong?” May tha d6 trang tri
trén bé 10 sudi du’(‘mg nhu rung 1én lanh
canh khi 6 ong n6i; Ong Merry luén gay ra
an tuong rang 6ng qua to 1on cho bat ky

can phong nao 6ng budc vao.
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Bo tir ton véi tay kéo thém modt chiée
ghé. “Séang nay & ngoai kia thé nao, cha
Merry? Chau thay c6 vé khong tot lam.”

Ong Merry ngdi xudng, 1dy mot miéng
banh mi nudng, dé miéng banh trong 1ong
ban tay to 16n va phét bo 1én bang con
dao an ctia bd. “Pay miy. Mu mit, miy
tir bién vao. Sap c6 mua roi.”

Barney nhap nhom vi to mo. Dot nhién,
no bat hoi, quén mat cai quy tic trong gia
dinh 1a khong bao gio duoc héi nguoi
ong bi an cua ching vé viéc riéng cua
ong: “Ong Gumerry, ong vira & dau vé
vay?” Trong luc qua kich dong, n6 da
goi Ong bang biét danh ma no tu dat cho
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ong khi con nho. Tat ca moi ngudi doi
khi van dung tén d6 nhung khong thuong
xuyen lam.

Jane suyt khé qua k€ rang con Simon thi
tron mat nhin né tir phia bén kia ban.
Nhung c6 vé nhu 1a Ong Merry khong
nghe thiy. “Chac 1a khong lau dau,” ong
tiép tuc cau chuyén voi bd, miéng day
banh mi. “Nhung chi nghi 1a hdm nay sé&
mua gan hét ngay day.”

“Li€u co6 sam khong 6ng?” Jane hoi.

Simon tiép 10i giong day hy vong, “Liéu
cO bao bién khong a?”’
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Barney ngdi im ling giita nhitng giong
no1 x0n xao quanh ban. Thoi tiét, n6 buc
tlrc tu nhu, tat ca bon ho déu chi noi dén
thoi tiét, trong khi Ong Merry thi vira
méi tré vé tir mot cude tham hiém.

Mot tiéng sam am i vong dén at di tiéng
noi cta ho, roi dén tiéng 16p dop cua
nhitng hat mua dau tién. Moi ngudi chay
a0 dén bén cira s6 dé nhin ra bau troi
xam xit ning né, khong dé y thiy Barney
di qua phong vé phia Ong Merry va dut
ban tay vao tay 6ng mot luc.

“Ong Gumerry o1,” n6 khé hoéi, “ong da
tim thay chua, cai 6ng dang tim ay a?”
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N6 ngd riang Ong Merry s& nhin xuyén
qua nd voi cai vé nua budng binh nira
hoén hiu quen thudc moéi khi nhan duogc
mot cau héi. Nhung 6ng gia cao 16n chi
cti xudéng nd gan nhu lo dang. Cap 1ong
may nhiu lai trong that dang s¢ trén
khuén mit khic kho ddy bi an ma vé gia
nua dir dan da hin sdu trén hai hom ma
va noi nhitng nép nhin. Ong nhe nhang
no1, “Khong, Barnabas a, lan nay ong
khéng tim thay.” Roi dudng nhu lai ¢o
mot tAm man che pht 1én khuon mit dng.
Ong goi bo: “Chu phai di cat 6t bay gio
day,” roi di ra ngoai.

Tiéng sam nho dan, chi con vang lai xa

xa tu ngoai khot, nhu’n% mua van roi déu
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déu budn ba, nhitng dong nudc mua chay
xubng 1am mo khung ctra s6. Bon tré di
loanh quanh trong nha. Trudc bira trua,
mic du mua, ching van ¢b di dao, nhung
r6i danh tré vé nha nguodi wdt nhu chudt
10t, mat may u ri.

Khoang gitta chiéu, me thd dau vao cura
noi: “Me s€ di 1én gac lam viéc cho dén
bita t6i. Bay gio nghe ndy - ba dtra cac
con ¢6 thé di bat ky chd ndo ma cac con
thich trong nha, nhung phai htra v61 me
la khong dugc dong vao nhirng cai gi ro
rang 1a d3 duoc cat di ddy nhé. Tat ca
nhirng thtr gia tri déu da bo ta khoa lai
ro1, nhung me khong mubn cac con luc

loi bat ky gidy to hay do dung riéng ctia
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a1 hét. Pugc khong nao?”

“Chang con hira a.” Jane noi, con Simon
thi gat dau.

Mot 1at sau, bd chui vao bo quan 4o bang
vai dau mau den to dung va di ra ngoai
mua dé tim gip ong trudng cang. Jane di
quanh miy gia sach, nhung nhitng quyén
sach nim trong tim v4i déu co nhitng
tiéu dé& nhu Xung quanh Mom Vinh, hay
Nhat ki con tau DPuc Hanh, 1886, va em
nghi nhitng quyén sach d6 déu chan phéo.

Simon, tir ndy téi gio van ngdi lam phi
ti€u bang nhitng to bao budi sang, dot

nhién vo hét dong phi ti€u voi vé buc
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boi. “Tao ngdy 1én tan c6 r61. Bon minh
lam gi bay gio?”

Barney rau ri nhin ra ngoai cira s6. “Troi
dang mua to qua. Mit bién chd bén cang
thi 1ang to chang c6 ti song ndo. Ma day
lai 1a ngay dau tién. Oi, minh ghét mua
qua, ghét qua, ghét qua, minh ghét mua
qué...” N6 bat dau u é 1am bam nhu tung
kinh.

Simon vo van di qua di lai trong phong
vé bon chon, vira nhin nhirng birc tranh
trén nén gidy dan tudng xam xit. “HE bi
budc phai ¢ trong nha thi ngdi nha s€ tré
nén that t¢ nhat. Hinh nhu Ong thuyen

trudng nay ching quan tim t&i diéu
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khac ngoai bién ca?”

“Bang gio' ndy nim ngoai anh cling dinh
tro thanh thay thu con gi.”

“U, nhung tao ddi ¥ réi. Ma tao ciing
khong biét nita. Kiéu gi tao cling phai di
trén mdt chiéc tau khu truc[i], chur
khong phai mot chiéc thuyén budm bé ti
tam thuong thé ndy dau. Cai gi day nhi?”
Simon nhin 1én dong chir khic bén dudi
mdt hinh cham trd “Con Huou Vang.”

“Do6 1a con tau ctia Drake. Tur hoi 6ng ay
vugt bién td1 chau My va tim ra khoai
tay.”
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“Do la Raleigh chir.”

“A, vang,” Barney n01 nhung thyc ra nd
cling chang dé tAm may.

“Kham pha gi toan nhitng thor vo vi ca,”
Simon mia mai. “Néu tao lé bon ho, tao
s¢ chang quan tim g1 dén may thtr rau cu
ay, tao s€ mang v€ toan tién vang, kim
cuong va ngoc trai.”

“Va ca vugn cung chim cong,” Jane noi,
em dang loang thoang nhd lai mot bai tho
hoc & truong.

“Va tao s& kham pha sdu bén trong dat

hen roi bon thd dan moi 1o sé coi tao 1a
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thanh sdng va hién dang vo cho tao.”

“Tai sao ctr tho dan la lai moi r¢ nhi?”
Barney hoi.

“Khong phai 1a nghia moi ro ay dau, do
ngdc, ma nd co nghia 13 - nghia 1a - 0, O,
thi thd dan ngudi ta nhu vay. D6 1a tir ma
nhitng nha thdm hiém hay goi bon ho.”

“Hay minh lam nhitng nha tham hiém di,”
Jane bét 1én m6t y. “Minh co the khim
pha ngo61 nha nay. Mlnh van chua biét hét
vé N6 ma. Cung giong nhu mot Vung dat
la. Minh c6 thé thdm hiém tir tAng trét
cho dén ndc nha.”
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“Va minh can phai mang theo du trir do
an dé khi 1én t6i d6 minh c6 thé lam mot
chuyén picnic,” Barney no6i, mat may
rang r& han 1én.

“Minh chang c6 céi gi ca.”

“Minh c6 the héi ba Palk,” Jane néi. “Ba
ay dang lam banh cho me¢ & trong bép ay.
bi théi.”

Ba Palk dang ¢ trong bép. Ba né nu cuoi
hét c& trén khuon mit do lyng va ndi,
“Khong biét 16i cac co cau con nghi ra
trd gi litaday?” Nhung ba van can than
g01 va dua cho bon tré mot ché)ng banh

vira m&1 nuong, dugc cat ra Bhét day bo
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& gitta roi lai up lai v6i nhau, mot boc
banh quy nho kho, ba qua tao va mot
miéng banh ngot mau vang cam to tudng,
day va day nhan hoa qua.

“Cai gi d6 dé udng nita,” Simon ndi nhu
ra Iénh, tu cho minh la d6i1 trudng cua
doan thAm hiém. Thé 1a ba Palk lién vui
vé dua cho bon tré thém mot chai nudc
chanh to ctia nha ty lam ldy “dé cho day
du.”

“Bang ay thir,” ba ndi, “td61 doan la phai
du cho c6 cau di dén St Ives va vé day.”

“Bald ctia anh dé trén gac,” Simon kéu
lén. “Anh di lay day.”
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“Lai con thé nira,” Jane noi, em da bat
dau cam thay hoi ngd ngan. “Minh tham
chi con chang ra ngoai co ma.”

“Tat ca nhitng nha tham hiém déu can
phai c6 balo,” Simon nghiém trang noéi
va chay vé phia ctra. “Khéng dén mét
phuat dau.”

Barney nhit mdy mau banh vang trén ban
1én nham nhap. “Cha, ngon tuyét.”

“Banh nghé day,” ba Palk giong day tu
hao. “Cac c6 cau khong thé tim dugc
loai banh lay & London dau.”
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“Ba Palk o1, Rufus dau a?”

“Pi roi, may mén 1am sao, nhung chi s¢
1a 1at lita ching ta s& thdy day nhing vét
chan udt siing cta 16 khap san nha cho
ma xem. Ong Gi4o Su da dan 16 di dao.
Lio, thoi khong bau cai banh nita cung,
khong thi cau s& 1am hong chuyén picnic
mat thoi.”

Simon mang theo bald quay tré lai. Bon
tré nhét tat ca thirc an vao bald, ra khoi
bép theo mot 16i di hep va t6i, ba Palk
vay tay chao ching rat trang trong, ctr
nhu ching sap di 1én Bac Cuc vay.

“Ba ay noi la ai d2 dan con Rufus di
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cho1 day?” Jane hoi.

“Ong Merry,” Barney tra 16i. “Moi
nguoi toan goi Ong ay 1a Gido Su, chi
khong biét a? Ong Penhallow ciing goi
thé. Ho noi chuyén cur nhu ho da biét ong
ay 1au 1am roi khong bang.”

Bon tré dang ¢ chiéu nghi ting hai vira
dai vira t6i, chi c6 chut 4nh sang chiéu
vao tir mot 6 ctra s6 nho. Jane vay tay
chi mot cai hom gd bi che khuat mét nira
trong goc tuong. “Cai gi kia?”

“No6 bi khoa ro1.” Simon ¢6 m& ndp ra.
“Chac 1a mot trong nhirng thir ma ching

ta khong duoc dong vao. Thuc ra trong
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d6 chira day vang va do trang su’c chung
ta s& lay nd trén dudng tré vé va xép
xudng ham tau.”

“Ai s& vac bay gio?” Barney hoi rat thuc
te.

“Dé ot, ching ta s& c6 mot doan nhitng
tén thd dan chuyén mang véac. Tat ca bon
ching s& xép thanh hang ding sau va goi
tao 1a Ong Chu.”

“Bat em goi anh 1a Ong Chu 4.”

“May thi s& 1a boi tu va phai goi tao 13
Ngai. Da, da, thua Ngai!” Simon dot
nhién hét tudng lén.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Im d1,” Jane ndi. “Me¢ dang lam viéc &
ngay phong dang kia day, anh lam me vé
hong bay gio.”

“Cai gi 0 day ay nhi?” Barney néi. Co
mot canh ctra sim mau khuat trong bong
toi tit goc trong cung ctia chiéu nghi.
“Sao tir trudc dén gid em khong phat
hién ra canh ctra nay nhi.” N6 van tay
nam ctra, canh cira kh& kéu cot ket va mo
ra. “Em doan 1a di xudng dudi vai bac
cau thang s& c6 mot hanh lang nho va
cudi hanh lang d6 sé& lai c6 cua day. bi
thoi.”

Bon tré budc xudng mot tam tham da son
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rach, di duéi mot diy ban d6 cii treo trén
tuong.

Ciing gidng nhu toan bd ngdi nha, diy
hanh lang nay c6 mui cta dau ddnh bong,
mui nim thang va mui bién ca; thé nhung
cling khong c6 gi gidng han v4i nhitng
thtr Ay, ma chi 1a mot mai ky la va bi an.

“Nay,” Simon no6i khi Barney tién vé
phia ctra. “Tao l1a do1 truong, dé tao di
trudce. Co thé co bon an thit nguoi day.”

“Bon an thit nguoi 4,” Barney noi vé
khinh thuong, nhung né van nhuong cho
Simon m¢ cura.
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D6 1a mdt cin phong ki cuc, nho va tréng
rong, chi c6 mot 6 ctra s6 tron khung boc
chi nhin vé dit lién qua nhirng mai nha
lop ngdi acdoa xam va nhitng canh dong.
Mot chiéc giwdng phil ga ké 6 d6 tring,
mot ghé gd, mot ti quin 4o va mot gia
ria mzftt[ﬂ trén do c6 mot cai bat to v€
men xanh va mot binh dung nudc. Tét ca
chi c6 vay.

“Oi, chang c6 gi tha vi ca,” Jane thit
vong. Em nhin xung quanh, cam thiy nhur
con thiéu mot cai gi do. “Nhin xem nay,
thdm chi phong ndy con ching c6 ca tham
nita, chi c6 mdi san nha khong.”

s:// uwensach vnz
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“Cai gi day?” N6 nhit mot cai gi d6 trén
bé cira s6 1én, mot vat dai, mau sam va
lap lanh 4anh dong. “Mot loai 6ng gi do
thi phai.”

Simon cam vét la tir tay Barney, t0 mo
1at 1én 14t xudng. “Mot cai hop dung kinh
vién vong,” Simon xody mé cai hop ra
thanh hai nira. “Khong, khong phai, chan
qua, chi c6 vo thoi chir khong co6 rudt.”

“Bay gio thi em biét 1a can phong lam
em nhé toi cai gi roi,” Jane dot nhién

6i. “N6 gidng nhu mot cabin trén tau.
Céi cira s6 ndy trong gidng nhu ctra 86 &
thanh tau. Em doan chic déy la phong

ngll cua Ong thuyén trudng.
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“Bon minh phai mang theo cai kinh vién
vong nay dé phong bi lac dudng,” Simon
no6i. N6 tu cam thdy minh quan trong hon
han khi cAm cai hop kinh vién vong trong
tay.

“Anh dung c6 ngoc nghéch thé cha, do
chi 1a cadi vo rong thoi ma,” Jane noi.
“Du sao no cling khong phai 1a cua chiing
ta, dé lai vao cho ctidi.”

Simon quac mat nhin em ga.

“Y em 13,” Jane voi ndi, “minh dang o
trong rimng, chur khong phai & ngoal bién,

vi thé d3 ¢ cac mdc dinh vi roi.’
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“O, thoéi duge.” Simon mién cudng dat
cai ong xuong.

Bon tré ra khoi day hanh lang nho tdi om,
canh ctra ma chuang vira khép lai sau lung
da lai chim ngay vao trong bong t6i dén
ndi ching ciing kho c6 thé nhan ra nd ¢
dau nira.

“0 day chang con gi nira dau. Kia 1a
phong ngi cia Ong Merry, phia bén nay
la nha tdm con phia kia 1a phong v€ ctia

2

me.

“Ngo61 nha nay xay ki€u gi ma ky quac,”

Simon nd1 khi ching ré vao mot hanh
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lang hep khac dan tdi cau thang di 1én
tang tiép theo. “Toan nhu:ng khu nhé xiu
ndi voi nhau bang cac 16i di bé ti teo nuc
cudi. Ctr nhu 13 dé giir bi mat gilta cac
khu véi nhau ay.”

Barney nhin quanh trong 4nh sang 16 mo,
tay gd nhe vao birc twong p van g lén
dén nira chung. “Tat ca déu dic hét.
Chac 13 phai c¢6 nhitng tim van rong va
cac thr bi mat nita chir, 16i di bi mat vao
khu hang dong cat gidu kho bau ctia tho
dan chang han.”

“Minh van chua két thiic ma.” Simon dan
duong 1én chiéu nghi quen thudc, ngay

canh phong ngu cua bon ching. “Troi da
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to1 ro1 a? Chac 1a do may mu.”

Barney ngdi x6m trén bac thang trén
cung. “Minh phai c6 dude, phai d6t dude
1én thi mdi thdy duong va dudi bon thu
rung di duoc. Mdi t0i khong dugc vi
xung quanh day c6 day bon thd dan hiéu
chién, ching c6 thé phat hién ra minh
mat.”

Simon tiép 101 ngay. Duong nhu trong
khong khi tinh mich cua Ngoi nha Xam,
tri twong twong dé thing hoa hon thi
phai. “Thuc ra thi bon chung van dang
theo minh, 1an theo du ctia bon minh 1én
tan d6i rdi. Minh sip nghe thiy tiéng

budc chan cua bon chrl]lt% ://rt%%nlgaa% gio



day.
“Minh phai nip di thoi.”

“Cam trai & ddu d6 ma bon ching khong
thé dén dugc ay.”

“Cam trai trong mot phong ngii nao do v,
a quén hang dong ay ma.”

“Em nghe thay tiéng bon chung thd r6i,”
Barney néi, nhin trdn tran xudéng phia
duéi chan cau thang t6i om. No di bat
dau hoi c6 cam giac nhu dang di vao
rung that.

“Nhirng cai hang 10 qua la khén% duoc,”
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Simon noi, van ludn nhé dén vai tro chi
huy ctia minh. “Bon chiing s¢ Iung suc &
nhirng hang dong d6 dau tién.” N6 di doc
theo chiéu nghi, hét mé r6i dong cua
tirng phong vé mit day lo du. “Phong bd
va phong me khong duoc, hang dong qua
binh thuong Phong Jane - ciing thé.
Phong tim, phong ctia hai anh em minh,
khong c6 duong thoat. Roi tat ca chung
ta s& tr& thanh vat hién té va bi an thit
mat thoi.”

“Hoac bi ludc nhur trong nhiing cai noi
16n,” Barney tiép 101 vé tang toc.

“C¢ thé van con canh ctra nao do nira, y

quén, cai hang nao do6 nita ma minh chua
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phat hién ra. Nhu cai ¢ dudi cau thang
ay.” Jane nhin vao chd t6i nhat ¢ cudi
chiéu nghi bén canh phong hai thang con
trai. Nhung duong dén d6 1a cut, buc
trong chay lién quanh sudt ca ba phia,
khong mot vét ghép. “Nhat dinh 1a phai
c6 mot canh cura khac. Du sao thi ngoi
nha ndy cling xdy thang dung 1én phai
khong, va ¢ mot cai cira ndm ngay bén
dudi kia” - em chi tay vao buc tuong
tréng tron - “va mdt cin phong dang sau
d6. Nhu vay, chic chin phai c6 mot cin
phong rong bang thé dang sau birc tuong

b]

nay.

Simon chu ¥ ngay. “May noi ding day.

Nhung ching thay canh ctra nao ca.”
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“Co thé co6 tam van bi mat nao do,”
Barney noi day vé hy vong.

“May doc nhiéu sach qua day. May da
bao gid thdy mot tAm van bi mat nio do
trong mot ngdi nha that bao gid chua?
Ma chiang c6 van viéc ndo trén buc
twdng ndy ca, chi toan gidy dan tuong
thoi.”

“Phong cua anh ¢ phia bén kia,” Jane
noi. “Co canh ctra nao trong d6 khong?”

Simon lac dau.

Barney m¢ canh cua ph(‘)n}% ngu cua hai
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anh em, di vao, da chiéc dép vao gim
giuong luc di ngang qua. R61 dot nhién
no khung lai.

“Nay, lai day di.”

“Céi gi the?”

“Cai goc O gilta hai givong, chd hic
tuong dat ti quan ao ay. Phia bén kia 1a
gi ay nhi?”

“Tat nhién la chi€éu nghi dau cau thang
r6i.”

“Khong phai. Néu thé thi twong ¢ day

qua dai. Anh ding & cira ra vao va nhin
https://thuviensach.vn



ca bén trong, bén ngoai ma xem - chiéu
nghi khong chay dai dén thé dau.”

“Em s& gd vao tudng ¢ cudi chiéu nghi
va hai ngud1 ¢ bén trong nghe nhé.” Em
di ra ngoai, dong cura lai va roi hai anh
em nghe thay tiéng gb rat khé trong tuong
ngay trén dau givong cua Barney.

“Pay r6i!” Barney ndi, nhdy 1én vi sung
sudng. “Chiéu nghi chi dén day la hét,
thé ma birc turong bén trong con chay dai

thém bao nhi€u yard nita, sudt tir
girdng cua anh cho dén tan ctra s6. Nhu
thé chic chan phai c6 mot cin phong
khac & phia bén kia roi.”
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Jane quay tr¢ vao phong. “Buc tuong
ngoai kia trong khong dai nhu buc tuong
trong nay.”

“Dlng vay.” Simon chdm rai noi. “Va
anh nghi diéu d6 co6 nghia 1a ¢ mdt canh
ctra dang sau ti quan 40.”

“Oi, thé thi thoi 16i,” Jane that vong noi.
“Cai tu to thé kia thi minh s€ khong bao
g1 kéo ra dugce dau.”

“Tait sao lai khong chir.” Simon nhin céi
tu, suy nghi. “Minh s& phai kéo & dudi
chan to dé phia trén khong bi mat thing
bang. Néu ca ba nguoi cung kéo vé mot

phia thi s€ xoay dugc nd thoi.”
https://thuviensach.vn



“Thé thi 1am ngay di,” Jane néi. “Anh va
em s€ kéo, con Barney thi gitr phia trén,
néu thay mat thang bang thi phai kéu lén
nhé.”

Hai dtra cung cti xudng va kéo manh cai
chan tu ngay canh nhung céi ti khong hé
suy suyen.

“Em nghi cai cua ng nay b1 dong dinh
xuong san nha roi.” Jane buc minh kéu
lén.

“Khéng, khong phai dau. C6 1én nao, thi
lan nira nhé. Mot, hai, ba - kéo!”
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Cai ta gd cao ngit ngudng kéu cot ket va

[7]

chi nhich ra dugc vai inch

“Co 1én, ¢ 1én nao, ndé nhuach nhich roi
day!” Barney khong thé dung yén duoc
nura.

Simon va Jane vira kéo vira thd hon hén,
giay cua hai dura trugt trén 16p vai trai
nén; cai ti dan dan duoc kéo ra cach
tuong mot goc. Barney nhin vao khoang
16 mo dang sau ti va dot ngdt ré 1én.

“A, day roi1! bung 1a ¢c6 mdt canh cua!
Ui...” Barney loang choang Iui lai, thd
hat ra ro1 hat xi hoi. “Toan bui va mang

s:Athusiensach.yn -
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md nd ra ca.”

“Nao, to1 di, vao thir xem,” Simon noi
trong hoi thd hon hén, mat do gay 1én vi
nin hoi va vi sung sudng voi thanh cong.

“Em hy vong 1a canh cira ay khong mo
vé phia bon minh,” Jane ngéi bét duoi
san nha noi giong yéu 6t. “Em chiu khong
thé kéo nd ra thém mdt chit ndo nita, du
chi 1a mot inch.”

“Khong dau,” tiéng Barney nghén nghet
vong ra tir dang sau cai ti. Chung nghe
thiy tiéng cot ket cta canh cira cy ny mo
ra. Roi Barney lai xuit hién véi mot vét

ban to tudng den si trén ma. “Chang co
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phong 6¢ nao ¢ day ca. Moi mot cai cau
thang. Mot cai thang thi dung hon. No
dan 1én mot cira sip hay sao 4y, co anh
sang trén do6.” N6 nhin Simon cudi vé
lau ca. “Thua Ong chi, ngai c6 thé di
truée duoce roi a.”

Ptra no bam theo sau dura kia, ca bon
bién mat sau lung ti va di qua canh cira
nho bi mat. Thoat dau bén trong t6i om,
nhung sau khi chdp chép mat Simon da
trong thdy mot cai thang & ngay trude
mat minh v&1 bac thang rong du’ng chénh
chéch, hu’crng lén mot 6 vudng vién sang
16 mo. Pén d6 thi n6 khong nhin thiy gi
hon nita. Cac bac thang phu mot lép bui

day va trong thoang chotgS /ﬂhou \ﬁ& Stal%%x r]10



s¢ phai pha v& su yén binh nghin do1 noi
day.

ROi n6 nghe thiy ngay phia trén dau, rat
khé thoi, tiéng song bién i am quen thudc
ngoal kia. Ngay 1ap tc, am thanh dé
chiu Ay 1am n6 vui vé han, thim chi nod
con nhd ra ca ba du:a dang gia vo lam gi
nita. “Ngu’orl di cudi cung phai dong chat
cua lai day, Simon goi v&1 xudng qua

i. “Pé khong cho bon thd dan lai gan.”
N(')i roi n6 bat dau tréo 1én thang.
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CHUONG 3

Simon nin thé nho dau qua cira hAm dung
lac Barney kéu 1én: “A... a...” va hat xi
hoi 4m 7. Bui bdc 1én mi mit con cai
thang thi rung 1én ban bat.

“Khiép,” Barney ving vang noi vong tir
bén dudi trong lic quay mat tranh doéi
chan Simon dang rut 1én.

Nudc mat chay ran rua, Simon mé mit ra
va chép chép. Trudc mat va xung quanh
no la mot can gac xép rong thénh thang,
c6 bé dai va bé rong bang kich thudc ca
ngdi nha, véi hai cira s8 @I BUPBEM Wan



vao mai nha nghiéng déc d6. Trong gac
x¢p 10n xOn hang dong nhitng d6 vat ky
diéu nhat ma n6 da tirng dugc thay.

Hop, ruong, hom, tu nidm bira bon kh.'flp
noi, xen k& gitra nhitng thr do 1a hang
déng vai bat mau xam ban thiu, cac cudn
day thirng bén thé soi; nhitng chong bao
va tap chi qua tho1 gian da nga sang mau
niu vang; mot khung giwdng bang dong
va mot cai d@)ng hd qua ldc bi mAt mat
ngoai. Nhin ki hon, Simon con thay
nhirng thtr 1at vat hon: mdt cai can ciu ca
giy; mot chiéc mil rom nam chém tré trén
gbc mot burc tranh son dau dé 1au ngiy,
gior chi con 13 mot khéi den nhd nhd; mot

cai bay chudt trong tron; mot con tau nho
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trong mot cai chai; mdt car hom c6 mat
ngoai bang thuy tinh chira day nhitng vién
da nho; mdt déi ung cao dén dui nga
thong thuot sang mot bén ctr nhu thé
dang mét moi 1dm, va mot vai cai ca
udng nudc méo mé bang thiée.

“Ui cha ! Simon thdt 1én.

Nghe thay tiéng 160 nhéo cu ny & phia
dudi, nd du 1én qua khung ctra, 1an nguoi
sang mot bén dé mé dudng cho Jane va
Barney. Hai dira 10m com tréo 1én theo.

“Anh Simon!” Jane kinh hai nhin no.
“Anh ban thé!”
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“Hir, that ding 13 dd con gai. Xung
quanh chd ndy may khong thiy chi toan
bui thoi hay sao. Pé tao phi di 1a xong.”
N6 dap dap vao chiéc 4o ban nhem
nhudc dang mic nhung chang an thua gi.
“Nhung ¢ day tuyét voi ddy chir? Nhin
ma xem.”

Barney, vira ngac nhién vira sung sudng,
dang do dim budc qua san nha bé bon.
“Cé6 banh lai cua mdt con tau ci nay...
mot cai ghé bap bénh nay... va ca mot céi
yén ngua nira. Khong biét ong thuyén
truong co6 bao gid cudi ngua khong
nhi?”

Jane tr ndy van c6 lam ra vé hon doi
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nhung khong thanh cong. “Thé nay méi
giong 1a dang di thdm hiém chur nhi. Biét
dau minh lai tim thdy cai gi & day cling
nén.”

“Dlng 1a mot kho bau. Pay chinh la cai
ma bon tho dan dang thém khat. Nghe
tiéng gio thét phan nd ¢ dudi kia ma

29

XCm.

“Chung dang nhay quanh déng lira con
lao thay mo thi dang nguyén rua bon
minh.”

“Thé thi, ct ké cho 130 ta tha hd ma
nguyén rua,” Barney vui vé noi. “Chung

minh ¢6 du du trit thirc an cho bao nhiéu
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lau ay chtr. Em doi r61.”

“Khong, 1am sao ma em da doéi duogc.
M1 ¢6 bon gio thoi.”

“Pén gio bita tra roi con gi. Khi dang
chay tron thi nguoi ta an it, nhung thanh
nhiéu bita vi ngudi ta khong doi nio dam
dirng lai qua 1au. Néu bon minh 13 ngudi
Eskimo biét ddu minh d3 gim day gidy
roi day. Trong sach em doc néi 14...”

“Thoi quén miy quyén sach cta may di,”
Simon vura noi vua thoc tay vao balo.
“Pay, cam ldy qua tdo ndy rdi im mom
di. Tao mudn xem xét moi thur cén than

trude khi ching ta nghi ngoi an udng, ma
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tao doi dugc thi may cling phai doi duoc
chu.”

“Em chiu chéng hiéu tai sao phai thé,”
Barney tra 101, nhung né vui vé can mot
miéng tio va di loanh quanh trong cin
phong, bién mat phia sau dam khung
girdng bang dong cii ki va mot cai chan
bat trong ngoac.

Sudt nira tiéng dong ho, may dua tré luc
loi trong chén mo sung suéng day bui
bam nhitng thtr phé liéu, nhitng d6 dac va
d6 trang tri da sit mé. Ct nhu dang
dugc doc truyén vé cudc doi ai do vay,
Jane nghi bung khi em ngim nhin cai cot

budm nhé nhu que diém cua chiéc thuyén
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budm bat dong trong cai chai thiy tinh
mau xanh. Tt ca nhitng vat niy déu da
ting duoc st dung, da tirng 1a mét ph?m
trong doi séng hang ngiy ¢ ngdi nha
duéi kia. Ai d6 di ting nga trén chiéc
girdng ndy, hdi hop theo ddi kim dong
hd nhich tirng phit mot, va mbi budi sang
lai hao hing dén lay timg quyén tap chi
duoc dua dén. Nhung tit ca nhirng con
ngudi Ay da chét tir 1au hodc da di rat xa
roi va gio day moi dau thira duoi theo
trong cudc do1 cua ho chat déng 0 noi
nay, trong quén lang. Ty dung Jane cam
thay budn budn.

“Em do61 qua ro1,” Barney than van.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Chi khat qua. Chi toan thay bui 13 bui.
Thoi, 1ay tra cta ba Palk ra di.”

“Can gac nay chan chét,” Simon noi, vira
ngdi bét xuéng mép mot birc tranh son
dau da ran va coi bald. “Tét ca nhitng
cai hom c6 vé hay ho nhit thi lai bi khoa
mat roi. Nhin céi kia chang han.” N6 hat
dau vé phia mot cai hom kim loai mau
den, c¢6 hai 6 khoa han gi & trén nap.
“Tao ca 1a day nhitng do quy gia cua gia
dinh nay.”

“O1, biét lam sao duoc,” Jane tiéc ré.
“Bon minh khong dugc dong vao cai gi
da bi khoa ma, phai khong?”
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“Khdi thit c6 bi khda dau,” Simon néi,
dua cho em chai nuéc chanh. “Cam lay.
Phai tu diy vi bon minh quén mang cdc
1. Pung c6 lo, bon minh s¢ khong an
trom gi dau. Mac du tao khong nghi 1a
bao lau nay da c6 ai thém ng6 1€n day.”

“Thirc an co,” Barney noi.

“May cai banh nudng ¢ trong ti kia. Tu
lay ma an. Moi ngudi bon cai, tao dém
roi day.”

Barney tho ban tay lam lem ra 1ay banh.

“Barney!” Jane ré 1én. “Lau tay di! Em

s€ an toan vi trung va roi s€ mac bénh
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thuong han hay 1a - hay 1a bénh dai hoac
dai loai thé. Pay nay, dung khan cua chi
ma lau.”

“Bénh dai 1a do ché dai chur,” Barney
noi, khoai chi nhin vét ngon tay den si
trén chiéc banh. “Oi dao, bd noi 1a moi
ngudi cir hay nhing xi thai qua vé miy
con vi trung. Oi, thoi duoce rdi, chi dung
cd vay vay cai tht dé hoi 4y trude mat
em nira, em ciling c6 khan tay sach chan.
Khong biét 1a con gai c¢6 bao gid xi miii
khong nita.”

Barney buc doc thoc tay kia vao thi
quan, va dot nhién, mit n6 nhan lai ghé

tom. “Eo 061, khiép!” n6 kéu Ién va rut ra
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mot 101 tdo mau nau da dap nat. “Quén
mat. Kinh qua!” N6 ném cai 18i vao tin
goc xa cua can gac xép. Cai 101 ndy lén,
truot di va 13n vao bong toi.

Simon cuo1 ranh manh. “Bay gi¢ thi may
s& 161 10 chudt ra day mat thoi. Gac xép
nao ma ching day chudt. Bon minh s&
nghe thiy nhimg tiéng chit chit 1i nhi
tham an 4y, roi thdy nhitng dém sang
xanh 1¢ va khip ca san nha sé& toan chudt
la chugt. Trudc tién, 1 chung n6 s€ an
16i tdo, roi sau do6 s& bam theo bon
minh.”

Mit Jane tai mét. “ Khong, chic s& khong

coO chudt trén day chu, }ahéi khong?”
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“Néu c6 thi chung d gam déng béo kia
r01,” Barney noi vé hy vong. “DPulng
khong?”

“Tao doan la ching khong thich muyec.
Cin nha cil ndo ma chang day chudt. O
truong cling c6 chudt, thinh thodng lai
nghe thay tiéng ching dudi nhau trén mai.
Gio nho lai thi mit ching khong xanh ma
12 mau d6 quach.” Giong ctia Simon dan
mat di vé himg khai ban dau. Chinh nd
cling bat dau cam thay hoi mat vui vi cau
chuyén vé 1ii chudt. “Tao nghi c¢6 18 may
nén nhat cai 161 tdo d6 1én, nhd dau...”

Barney thd dai danh thugt mot cai, ding
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day, can hai phat hét ca cai banh va tron
mit 1én nudt gon. “No dau roi nhi? Chic
chi quanh quan dau d6 thoi. Em khong
hiéu tai sao ho chang dé cai gi ¢ goc ny
ca.”

N6 bo 16m ngém bang tay va dau gbi trén
san, khong theo hudng nao rd rét. “Lai
day giap em véoi. Em khong tim thay.”

ROi n6 nhan ra c6 mdt 16 hong hinh tam
giac trén buc tudong nghiéng cua can gac
xép noi cac tim van tudng tiép xic voi
mit san. NO ghé mat nhin vao va thay
nhitng tia sang ngay 16 mo lot qua khe
van. Ngay bén trong 16 hong 13 dau mut
ctia nhitng tAm van san va nd cam thdy

khodng anh sang rong ménh mo ng.
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“Em nghi chdac n6 lan qua céai 10 nay,”
Barney goi to. “Dé€ em thir nhin xem.”

Jane bang qua san v€ phia no. “Oi can
than nhé, co thé co6 chudt day.”

“Khong c6 dau,” Barney noi, khi da chui
dugc nira ching qua cai 16. “Co anh
sang lot qua khe van nén em c6 thé nhin
thay, d6i chut théi. Chang thay 16i tao
dau ca. Em nghi c6 khi n6 da ket xudng
gitta khe van san va bén duéi roi. Oail”

Barney bong giat hing mdt cai.

“Cai gi the? Ra khoi dé{}l mau lén!” Jane
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kéo manh quan cua Barney.

“Em cham phai cai gi d6. Chic khong
phai 1a chudt, vi né khong chuyén dong.
N6 lai bién dau roi... diy r6i! SO y nhu
12 miéng bia cac-tong. Eo 6i - cai 13i tdo
chét tiét ciing & ngay canh.”

Giong Barney dot nhién nghe to han lén
khi né 1ui ra khoi 16, mit n6 do phing,
d61 mat chop chop. “Pay 16i,” nd ndi,
gio cai 16i tio 1én vé dic thang. “Bay
gio thi 1{i chudt s& phai ra day ma lay.
Em van khong tin 1 ¢6 chudt.”

“Thé may tim thdy gi khac nira vay?”

Simon t0 mo nhin cai vat cudn tron rach
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buom trong tay kia cua Barney.

“Em nghi 1d mot manh gidy dan tudng.
Anh chi n hét chd béanh roi a, d6 tham
lam,” Barney quay tr& lai, van san kéu
1én cot ket theo mdi bude chan cia nob.
N6 ngdi xubng, 16i chiéc khin tay ra, cd
tinh vay vay khin trudc mat Jane roi moi
lau tay va bat dau nhai top tép mot miéng
banh nira. Trong lac tat cé dang an,
Barney Vo1 tay lay cudn glay no vua tim
thdy va ngdu nhién trai ra, g1am ngon
chan 1én mot dau con tay thi cAm mot que
go day dau kia ra xa cho dén khi cudn
gidy trai phang ra trudc mit chung.

Thé ro1 khi nhan ra d6 la vat 1t tré
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bdng nhién quén phit viéc dn banh va trd
mat nhin.

Vat ma Barney vua trai ra khong phai la
gidy, ma 1a mot tim gidy da day, mau
nau, déo dai nhu thép, voi nhirng vét ran
dai g6 1én & nhitng chd bi cudn lai. Bén
trong tim gidy da c6 dan mdt tim khac:
sam hon, trong c6 vé cii hon, di rach
mép va trén d6 viét chi chit nhitng chir
ky la mau nau sam.

Bén dudi nhirng dong chit, tim da co lai,
nhu thé bi chay sém cach day da lau lam,
thanh nhiing manh nhd chi con dinh ho
v61 nhau, duogc Xép lai cén than nhu cii

va dan vao tam giéZ da bén ngoai.
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Nhung chi ngan ay ciing du cho bon tré
nhin thiy ¢ phia dudi mdt hinh v& don
gian trong gidng nhu duong vién cia mot
ban d6.

Ca bon lang im trong gidy lat. Barney
khong néi gi, nhung né c6 thé cam thay
mdt niém hdo hirc ky la sb6i suc trong
long. N6 lang ling ci nguodi vé phia
truge, can than vudt lai ban viét cd cho
phang va day que gd sang mot bén.

“Nay, dé anh di lay cai gi do de lén
mép,” Simon noi.

Chl'mg dit mot cai chin gidy ct, mot cai
ca bang thiéc va hai khuc r%0 da dugc

https://tfiuviensach.vn



phui bui can than vao bon goc cua miéng
da, ro1 cung ngdi x0m xuong nhin.

“Trong n6 c6 kinh khung,” Jane noi.
“Dén hang thé ky, hang nghin nam ro1 ay
chtr.”

“Giong nhu gidy to trong tu kinh & vién
bao tang, c6 man che dé€ anh sang khong

chiéu vao.”

“No6 tr dau ra nhi? Sao n6 lai & cho
nay?”

“Chéc 1a ai d6 dd giduno & day.”

“Nhung n6 ¢ vé con co hon cd ng61 nha
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ay. Pay, chi can nhin 1a biét, con gi nita,
mot sO chir gan nhu mo hét ca.”

“Nguoi ta khéng chu ¥ gidu nd dau,”
Barney tu tin n61 mac du chrfmg biét tai
sao0. “Chic 1a ai d6 chi ném né vao chd
ma em vira tim thay thoi.”

Chot Simon reo 1én 1am ca bon giat nay
nguoi theo. “That 1a tuyét! Bon may cé
nhan thiy 12 minh di kiém duoc mot tim
ban d6 kho bau chinh hiéu khéng? N6 ¢o
thé dan ching ta dén noi nao do, dén cai
gi do; nhfrng duong ham bi mat, nhitng
hang dong ngam kho bau & Trewissick”
- Simon ubn ludi nin not tung chir mot
cach thich thu.
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“Khong thay hinh ban dd mdy, toan 1a
chir viét thoi.”

“0, thi d6 1a chi dan. Hiy tim & cin
phong nhé trén tang hai, tao doan 1a nod
s& huéng dan nhu vay, & tAm van san thi
hai trén, 0, a, y tao la, phia bén trai...”

“Khi ho thdo ban viét nay thi van chua
cO san van go dau.”

“Thoi di, khong c6 dén mirc d6 dau.”

“Em ca la n6 co6 lam ro61,” Barney thi
thao. “Hay nhin chit viét nay ma xem.

Khong thé doc dugc, toan bén%, n%én ngtr
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gi ratki cuc.”

“Di nhién may s¢ doc dugc néu ma biét
cach nhin,” Simon sdt rudt ndi. Trong tri
tudng twong nd da thiy mmh chui nira
ngu0’1 qua mot tAm van truot, roi mo tung
cai nap hom ra dé 16 ca mot kho bau bi
mat chua ai biét toi. NO gan nhu c6 thé
nghe duogc ca tiéng nhitng dong tién vang
kéu xting xoang.

“Thir nhin xem nao.” N6 nhoai nguo1i toi
va nhin chdm chu vao ban viét cé san
nha cimg va thd rap dudi dau g01 no.
Yén lang mot hoi 1au. “0,” cudi cung
Simon mién cudng thdt 1én.
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Barney khong no1 gi, nhung nhin Simon
bang dnh mat cyc ky dién cam.

“Théi duoce rdi,” Simon noi. “Khong can
phai ra vé tu phu thé dau. Pay khong
phai 13 tiéng Anh. Nhung nhu thé khong
c6 nghia 1a minh sé& khong c6 cach nao
dé doc duoc.”

“Tai sao lai khong phai bang tiéng Anh
nhi?”

“Lam sao ma tao biét duoc.”

“Y em 13,” Barney nhin nai néi, “minh
dang & nudc Anh, vay thi co thé 1a tiéng
gi khac chi?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Tiéng Latinh,” Jane bat ngod ndi. Tur ndy
dén gid em van yén ldng nhin ban viét c6
qua vai Simon.

“Tiéng Latinh ay a?”

“Vang. Tat ca cac ban viét c6 déu viét
bang tiéng Latinh. Cac thdy tu thuong
duing 16ng ngdng 1am but viét va v& chim,
hoa hay hinh ngoan ngoé¢o nao d6 quanh
nhitng chit viét hoa.”

“Lam gi ¢6 cai gi ngoan ngoco ¢ day. Co
vé nhu n6 duogc viét kha 1a voi va. Tham
chi tao con chang thay chit hoa nao ca.”
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“Nhung tai sao lai 1a tiéng Latinh chr?”
Barney hoi lai.

“Chi khong biét, cac thay tu toan dung
ngdn ngit d6, thé thdéi, d6 1a mot thoi
quen cta ho. Chi doan tiéng Latinh thi
nghe c6 vé ton gido.”

“A, anh Simon c6 hoc tiéng Latinh ma.”

“Ding i, anh Simon, dich di,” Jane
ranh minh giuc. O trudng em van chua
bat dau hoc tiéng Latinh, nhung Simon da
hoc duoc hai ndm roi va van lay thé dé
ra vé cao siéu lam.

“Anh khong nghi ddy 1a tiéng Latinh,”
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Simon phan bac. N6 nhin lai ban viét c6.
“Chir viét & day rat la, tat ca cac chir
trong gidng nhau. Ctr nhu nhiéu duong ké
thang nho nho xép thanh hang vay. O day
cling khong duoc sang 1am nira.”

“Anh chi c6 chong ché thoi.”

“Khong, khong phai dau. Thuc su 1a kho
gomma.”

“Oi, néu anh nhin thé ma van khong nhan
ra dugc do la tieng Latinh thi chac anh
cling khong gidéi duge nhu anh néi dau
nhi.”

“C6 nhin mot 1an nita xem sao,” Barney
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dong vién.

“Anh nghi n6 gom c6 hai phan,” Simon
chdm rdi n6i. “Mot doan ngin & phia
trén, 161 cach ra mot chat 13 rat nhiéu
doan lién tuc nita. Phan bén duGi anh
khong doc dugc, nhung doan dau tién thi
trong giong tiéng Latinh that. Chir dau
tién giong chit cum c6 nghia 13 véi,
nhung anh khong luan duoc chit dang sau
d6. Tiép theo 1a chit post multos annos,
c6 nghia 12 sau nhiéu nim. Nhung chir
viét nhd va ubn éo qui, anh khong - a,
chd mot chit, c6 may céi tén & dong cudi
cung. La Mar - a, khong phai, Marco
Arturoque.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Nghe giong Marco Polo,” Jane noi vé
nghi ngo, “Tén gi ma budn cuodi.”

“Khong phai mot, ma 1a hai t€n. Que c6
nghia 13 va, chi c6 diéu ho viét xubng
cudi cung chr khong phai ¢ giita. Con
chit 0 & cudi thi dung dé chi ching t6i,
nhu vdy no6 nghia 1a boi1 hay tr Marcus
va Arturus.”

“B&1 hay tu? That la... o, Barney! Em
lam sao day?”

Barney, mit do birng, mom lap bap, dot
nhién dam manh tay xudng nén, co lay
hoi né1 mot cau gi d6 nhung lai bat tha‘mh

mot con ho dir doi. Simon va Jane vO
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nhe vao lung n6 va dua nudc chanh cho
no udng.

“Marcus va Arturus,” n6 hit mot hoi that
sau va noéi giong khan khan. “Anh khong
nhadn ra a, d6 chinh 1a Mark va Arthur
day! Vua Authur va nhitng hiép si cua
ngai. Mark 1a mét trong nhiing hi¢p si do
va ngdi lam vua & xt Cornwall. Chic
chén 12 viét vé ho.”

“O1 tro1 01,” Simon kéu 1én. “Anh nghi
Barney n61 dung.”

“Chac chan 1a thé r61. Em ca la vua
Mark dé lai mot kho bau & dau do va vi

thé md1 co tam ban do nay.”
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“Minh ma tim thdy n6 nhi.”

“Minh s& tr¢ nén giau co.”

“Minh s& tré nén noi tiéng.”

“Minh phai ké cho bé me biét,” Jane noi.
Hai dwa lién théi khong khoai trd dam
nhau thum thyp nffa ma quay sang nhin
em.

“Dbé lam gi cha?”

“0...” Bi bat ngd, Jane lting bung. “Tai

em nghi minh nén lam Vé%/ tho1.”
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Barney ngéi x6m trd lai, cau mit va ludn
tay qua mai toc vang gid nhin di sam
mau hon so véi lac bon ching méi1 tréo
1én can gac.

“Khong biét 1a bd me s€ ndi gi nhi?”

“Anh biét bd me s& nbi gi ro1,” Simon
no6i ngay. “Bb me s& noi rang dé chi 1a
tudng tuong cta bon minh ca thoi, va roi
s& bao bon minh cat ban viét c¢6 ndy vao
chd cii vi n6 khong phai ctia bon minh.”

“Thi dung 1a n6 khong phai ctia minh ma,
ding khong?” Jane noi.
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“Pay 1a di tim kho bau. Ai tim thay thi
duoc gitr.”

“Nhung chung ta tim thdy n6 trong nha
nguoi khac. No thudc vé 6ng thuyén
trudng. Anh nho 1a me da din khong
duogc dung vao bt cir thir gi coma.”

“Me chi din 1a bat ct thtr gi dd dugc cat
di thoi. Cai nay c6 duoc cat di dau, no bi
vt chong cho & mot goc day chu.”

“Em phat hién ra no,” Barney noi. “No
bi bd quén va phu toan bui bam. Em cé
13 Ong thuyén trudng ciing khong hé biét
la n6 & day dau.”
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“Noi1 that nhe, Jane,” Simon noi. “May
khong thé tim dugc mot tim ban dd kho
bau chi dé kéu 1én: “Oi, hay qué nhi,’ r6i
lai cat ngay di dugc. Ma bd me s& bat
bon minh 1am nhu vay diy.”

“U thi,” Jane noi giong day nghi hoac,
“ctr cho la anh no61 dung di. Sau nay, luc
nao minh dé lai vao cho cii cling dugc

A

ma.

Barney lai nhin vao ban viét ¢o. “Nay”,
Barney néi, “nhin phan trén nay xem,
phan ma ban viét ¢6 duoc dinh vao tim
gidy da 4y. NO lam bang gi nhi? Em
twong nd bang gidy da nhu bén ngoai,
nhung nhin ki thi khéﬂtgp hai, ma cling
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khong phai 1a gidy. N6 lam bang chat gi
la 1am, day ma lai cérg nhu gd 4y.”

Barney de¢ dat cham nhe mot ngédn tay
vao mép cua bé mat mau nau ky la do.

“Can than,” Jane lo lang kéu Ién. “Khong
khéo n6 lai v& vun ra hodc lam sao do
ngay trudc mat chiing ta bay gio.”

“Thé ma may lai van muon mang n6 di
khoe moi ngudi day,” Simon mia mai.
‘Nhin xem nay, xem ching con da tim
thay cai gi ndy, thé cham vao thi c¢6 lam
sao khong nhi?’ rdi gio ra khoe moi
ngudi mot bao diém day bui min.”
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Jane lang thinh khong noi gi.

“Thoi khong sao,” Simon diu giong. Du
sao thi ¢b bé ciing c6 ¥ tot. “Nay, & trén
ndy t6i mo toi mit rdi ddy, miy dua co
nghi minh nén xuéng khong? Moi nguoi
s€ di tim bon minh ngay bay gio cho ma
xem, ma me chic cling da v& xong roi.’

“Troi dang t6i that roi.” Jane nhin quanh
gac xép va dot nhién rung minh. Can
phong rong 16n dang t6i dan, chi con am
thanh am dam ctia mua ti tach gb déu déu
1én mat kinh.

Quay trd vé phong ngl, cai ti quin 4o

cua hai anh em duogc kéo tr¢ lai vi tri cii
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dé che di canh ctra nh bi mat, 1 tré voi
va ria ray va thay do khi tiéng kéu lanh
1anh tirng hdi ngdn ngiin cta chiéc chudng
tdu goi moi ngudi xudng n bira t6i vong
1én trén gac. Simon cdi cai 4o day buyi va
vo vo cai sach trudc khi mac 1én nguoi
vo1 hy vong khong ai nhan ra d6 1a mot
cai 4o vira mo1 thay. Nhung con mai toc
ciia Barney gio da bién thanh mau niu
xam thi bon tré chang biét phai lam thé
ndo. “Gidng y nhu nhitng 161 me ta céi
tham chui chan trong phong khach & nha
vay,” Jane thit vong ndi, c6 chai bui trén
toc Barney trong khi thang em trai thi vin
veo ngudi phan d6i. “Ban mot cai 1a
nhin thiy ngay.”
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“Co6 1€ may nén go1 dau di,” Simon nhin
Barney nghiém nghi.

“Khong,” Barney tra 1o1.

“Thoi, cling khong con thoi gian nira. Du
sao tao cling doi roi. May chi can ngoi
xa cai dénra la duogc.”

skekek

Nhung khi tit ca d3 ngdi quanh ban in
roi thi chang miy chdc 16 rang ra 1a moi
nguodi khong hé c¢6 ¥ dinh hoi han xem
chiing d3 ¢ dau. Budi t6i bat dau y nhu
nhitng 1an moi chuyén cir nhat dlnh phal

hong toét dén noi. Me khong noi
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vé mit mét moi va that vong; nhitng diu
hiéu 4y cho chung biét ring viéc v& tranh
ctia me hom nay khong miy sudn sé. B
thi rau 1 sau mot ngay té nhat, bung lén
gian dir khi con Rufus chay vao, nudc
chay tong tong sau mdi budc chan ctia nd
va dudi nd xudng bép véi ba Palk. Con
Ong Merry thi lang 18 va tram tu budc
vao phong an véi vé 1t é khé hiéu. Ong
mot minh ngéi xuéng mdt dau ban, nhin
cham cham vao khoang khong v dinh,
vO cam nhu mot cdy cot thd cham khic
ltrng 1{ing.

Lii tré lo lang ddi theo ong, sbt sing dua
cho ong lo mudi trude ca khi ong nho.
Nhung Ong Merry chérg& nhin ngod gi dén
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1d tré. Ong dn nhu mot cai may, gap thirc
an lén, dua vao miéng ma khong dé tam
xem minh dang an gi. Trong mdt phut tiéc
ré Barney tu hoi khong biét chuyén gi s&
xdy ra néu minh bo mot mau ban 16t dia
vao trong dia cua Ong.

Ba Palk di vao, trén tay la mdt dia banh
nhan tio vi mot dia kem mau vang day
Gy, va bat dau xép nhitng chiéc dia ban
lai thanh mot chong. Sau d6 ba di ra
ngoai hanh lang va m01 nguoi nghe thay
mot giong nit tram, am ap vong dén, hat
bai “Lay Chua doi doi phu hd cho chung

29

con.

B6 thé dai. “Cé nhitng hom,” bd buc doc
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noi, “co thé mién chuyén cau nguyén
trudc moi bira com di dugc day.”

“Ngudi Cornwall,” Ong Merry dot nhién
cat tiéng tu trong bong t6i, “la nhiing
nguoi phai Phic Am rat mo dao.”

“Chac chan roi,” b tiép 10i. B6 dua cho
Simon dia kem. Simon xiic cho minh mot
thia 16n va mot cuc kem vang rét tu
chiéc thia xudng khin trai ban.

“O1, Simon,” me nhac. “Nhin xem con
lam gi kia.”

“Con c6 lam gi dau. Ty n6 roi day cha.”
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“Do con xuc nhiéu kem qua day.” Bo
noi.

“B ciing thich kem ma.”

“Co thé. Nhung bd khong c¢b dung mot lit
vao cai binh nura lit bao gio ca.”

“Nghia 1a sao a?”

“Khong ¢6 gi,” bd noi. “Oi, lay Chia,
Simon, 1am thé chi cang t61 t& hon thoi.”
Simon dang cd dung thia hdt cuc kem bj
roi nhung két qua la dé lai mot vét mau
vang rat to trén khan trai ban.

“Con xin 161.” ,
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“B0 biét ngay ma.”

“Hoém nay bd ¢ di cau khong, bd?” Cam
thay da dén lac can phai chuyén sang chu
dé khac, Jane co 14y giong hao himg hoi
vo1 sang tir bén kia ban.

“Khdng,” bo tra 10i.
“Ngoc thé,” Simon noi, n6 van dang tirc

va chang thém quan tam dén thién y cta
Jane. “Tro1 dang mua ma.”

“Thinh thoang tré1 mua bo van di ciu ca
con gi.”
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“Khong, lam gi c6.”
“Co ma.”

“Cho phép bd giai thich hanh dong ciia
chinh minh nhé,” bd hoi giong cuc ky
cham choc. “Thinh thoang trdi mua bd
van di cAu ca. Nhung hom nay thi khong.
Thé d3 ro chua?”

“Anh an thém chuat banh nhan tao di,” me
ndi va dua cho bo dia banh.

“Hum,” bo am ur, liéc nhin sang phia me
ro1 im lang tr& lai. Mot lat sau bo cat
giong vui v¢: “Hay la sau bira to1 chiing

ta di dao mot vong. Tro1 ¢ ve tanh rio
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ro1 day.”

Moi nguoi nhin ra ctra s0. Nhiét do trong
phong di ting 1én thém may d6. Trén
bién miy d tan, chi con bau trdi xanh
thdm tham va miii dat doi dién khung ctra
sO sang bing 1én mét mau xanh ryc rd
khi mit troi dang lin chiéu nhimng tia
nang dau tién trong ngay.

Pung ltc d6 ho nghe thiy tiéng chudng
cua.

“Phién that,” me mét moi ndi. “Ai thé
nhi?”

Co tiéng budc chan nang n¢ cua ba Palk
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di ra phia ctra roi tré vao. Ba tho dau
vao, ndi: “Ong Drew, 6ng c6 khach.”

“Chuan bi tir choi khach dén tro nhé,” bd
noi roi di ra phia sanh. Mot lat sau, bd
quay trd lai, vira di qua ctra vira néi voi
lai phia sau v&i ai d6 “... anh chi that t6t
qua, chung t61 cling chua c6 y dinh lam
gi vao ngay mai. Toan nhitrng ngudi co
tinh doc 1ap Ay ma, anh biét roi dy. Pay
1a gia dinh chung t6i.” B6 cudi mot luot
rat troi va nong nhiét bang vé mit ma ca
nha van goi 1a bo mit ngoai giao cua bo.
“Pay la vg t01, va cac con toi Simon,
Jane va Barney... Con day 1a chua va co...

Withers Hai ngu(‘ri dén tir chiéc

thu én ma con rat n mo da
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Simon. B0 gdp cac vi khach quy day &
ngoai cang sang nay.”

Nguoi dan ong va cd gai dung dang sau
bd ngay 16i cira ra vao. Ca hai déu co
mai tdc sAm mau va nu cudi rang rd trén
khubén mit ram nang. Trong ho nhu nhiing
sinh vat bong nhién hién ra tir mdt hanh
tinh hét strc ngin nap ndo d6 vay. Nguoi
dan 6ng budc 1én va chia tay ra: “Chao
chi Drew.”

Bon tré ngdi nhin cham cham ngudi dan
ong khi ong ta tién vé phia me, ong ta
mic mdt chiée quﬁn vai flanen tréng tinh
va mot cai 4o khoac, trén co quang chiéc

khan mau xanh dam nhét vao c6 ao so mi
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tring, ching ai nghi ho s& c6 mdt vi
khach nhu ong ta & Trewissick. Thé r6i
tit ca voi vang nhay bat day khi me dimg
1én bat tay, va Simon lam d6 ghé. Trong
Itic boi r6i thi ba Palk xuat hién v6i am
tra, khay cdc va dia trén tay.

“Thém hai coc tra nira,” ba noéi, mim
cuoi diu dang va lai di ra.

“Moi ngudi ngdi xudéng di,” cd gai noi.
“Chung t6i chi ghé qua choc 1at thoi chir
khéng ¢ ¥ 1am phién dau.” Co cai nguoi
xubéng gitip Simon dung chiéc ghé lai.
Lon toc den nhanh cua c6 bong bénh
trude tran. C6 Ay xinh qua, Jane thim
nghi trong lic ngam nhin cd, TAt nhién 1a
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nhiéu tudi hon ca ba anh em roi. C6 gai
mac mot cai quﬁn mau den va so mi xanh
sang mau, d6i mat c¢6 long lanh nhu an
chira mot nét cudi duyén rat riéng. Jane
d6t nhién thdy minh qua tré con.

Gng Withers dang n6i chuyén voi me, 16
ra ca ham ring trang bong. “Chi Drew,
chi bo qua cho su ghé tham duong dot
nay. Chung toi khong c6 ¥ 1am phién bira
t0i clia ca nha dau.”

“Co phién gi dau, anh,” me ndi vé hoi
ngac nhién. “Anh chi khong dung tra
sao?”

“Khong, cam on chi, chi that t6t bung,
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nhung bira t0i ctia chung t0i d sin sang
trén tau réi. Chung t0i chi dén dé moi
moi nguoi thoi. Em gai to1 va to1 &
Trewissick vai ngdy, trén chiéc du
thuyén ctia minh - chj biét day, chung toi
dang trong chuyén hanh trinh quanh bo
bién - nén khong biét anh chi va cac chau
c6 mudn di du thuyén mot ngiy trén bién
khong? Chung t6i ¢6...”

“Tuyét qua!” Simon suyt 1am do ghé lan
nita. “Tuyét voi that diy! Chi muén noi
1a di choi bién trén chiéc thuyén 1ong 1ay
do u?”

“U, phai roi,” dng Withers mim cuoi.
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Simon liu lud1 khong no1 dugce 161 nao,
mat n6 bung 1€n vui sudng. Me ngap
ngurng: “Vang...”

“Tét nhién toi hiéu 13 16i moi ndy cia
chung t6i that duong dot,” Ong Withers
nhd nhe noi. “Nhung di choi vo1 ban be
dé thay d6i khong khi thi rat tuyét. Sang
nay khi gdp anh ¢ trong van phong cua
ong trudng cang, va phat hién ra chiing ta
la hang x6m ¢ London...”

“Thé u?” Barney t0 mo hdi véi tir ban
an. “O dau a?”

“Phd Marybone, chi cach nhau mot goc

pho,” c6 gai nd6i va mim cugi nhin nod, dé
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16 d6i ma lum dong tién. “Norman ban
dd ¢6.” C6 nhin vé phia me. “Chic chi
va em cling mua hang & cung ctra hi¢u -
chi Drew a, chi co biét cai cira hang

|8| 2
banh ngot nho ban banh baba tam
ruou rum ngon tuyét khong?”

“T6i thi c6 gang tranh,” me tra 15i va bat
dau mim cuoi. “That sy 14 anh chi that t
té, vi xét ra chung toi chi 1a nguoi la.
Thé nhung t6i khéng dam chéc 1a liéu...
chi biét ddy, ba dta tré c6 thé giy nhiéu
phién phtc 1dm.”

“Me!” Simon nhin me gian doi.

A . ~. https:/ithuviensach.vn .
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ndi v6i me: “Nhung ching t6i mudn moi
toan thé gia dinh chi ma, chi Drew.
Chang t61 thanh thuc hy vong anh chi
cling s€ di cung chung t6i. Chi 1a mdt
chuyén di dao quanh vinh roi vé thoi, chi
biét day - nhu nhitng thwong nhan thuong
di 4y ma. Va c6 thé chiung ta s& ciu ca
nira. Toi rat 1ay lam vui duoc gidi thiéu
v6i moi ngudi con thuyén ctia chiing toi.
Ngay mai dugc chu? Nguoi ta bao mai
s€ 1a mot ngay dep tro1.”

Chao 61, cach noi chuyén cua chu nay
nghe qua w 1a co 19 si, Jane nghi vu vo,
c6 thé 1a do cha ay ban dd c6. Em nhin
sang Simon va Barney, c4 hai déu dang

hao hirc nghi t61 mot nF%e‘ly du ngoan trén
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chiéc thuyén la va hdi hop theo doi thai
do cua bd me; 1di tré lai nhin cai qu?m
bang vai flanen trang tinh va chiéc khin
quang gap nép khong mot vét nhau cia
ong Withers. Minh khong thich ngudi
nay, em thAm nghi. Tai sao lai thé nhi?

“Vang, cam on anh nhiéu,” cudi cung me
cling 1én tiéng. “Anh thr 18i cho toi, toi
khong nghi 1a t6i s& di duoc - néu dep
troi, toi s& ra bén cang va lam viéc ¢ do.
Nhung t6i biét Dick va bon tré nha toi
rat mudn di.”

“A, vang, Tién si Drew ciing c6 ké cho
ching t61 nghe vé nhitng birc tranh cua

chi,” ong Withers n61 bang mot giong hét
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stc nong Am. “Thé thi ching tdi ciing
danh chiu vay - nhung néu chi ¢6 cam
hing thi... Mic du vay t6i van hy vong
moi nguoi khic trong gia dinh s€ di
cha?”

“Chic chan déy a,” Simon nhanh nhau
dap.

“Nghe that 1a hét say,” Barney ti€p 101.
Sau nd md&1 nhé ra va noi thém: “Cam on
co chi.”

“Vang,” bo vui vé noi, “phai noi day la
mot cir chi rat hao hiép. Ching toi rat
biét on anh chi. Nhung thuc té 13” - bd
lo dang nhin quanh can tPhon “dang 1€
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con co thanh vién khac nira cua gia dinh
ching t6i & day, nhung khong hiéu chu 4y
di dau mat roi. P6 1a cha vo t6i. Chu dy
da thu€ ngdi nha ndy cho ching t61.”

Bon tré 1ap tirc nhin theo anh mét ctia bd
dang dao quanh can phong. Ching da
quén bang mat Ong Merry. By gio
ching mdi nhan ra 1a di khong thiy bong
dang Ong Merry dau ca ké tir lac hai vi
khach viéng thim dot ngdt nay xuét hién.
Canh ctra dan sang phong #n sang khép
ho - nhung khi Barney chay qua va nhin
vao trong thi khong thiy c6 ai ca.

“Anh muon noé1 td1 Giao Su Lyon u?” ¢6

gai hoi. |
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“Dung diy.” B6 ngac nhién nhin chim
chim vao co gai trong gidy lat. “Toi
khong nhé 13 sang nay t6i co nhic dén
cha ay. Co biét cha ay a?”

Ong Withers rat nhanh nhen va troi chay
do 101 cho ¢6 gai, “To1 nghi 1a ching t61
da gap nhau roi, mot hay hai 1an gi 6. O
noi khac cht khong phai ¢ day. Béu vi
cong viéc ca thoi, anh biét ddy. Toi nhd
Giao Su la mot quy ong rat dé chiu
nhung hoi kho hiéu.”

“Dulng 1a nhu vay,” me rau rau noi. “Luac
nao chu ay ciing lao di dau d6. Tham chi

lan nay cha ay con chua an xong biia to1i
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nita. Nhung dé t6i moi anh chi mot tach
tra hay ca phé chir nhi.”

“Cam on chi, nhung chung t61 phai vé
tho1,” ¢0 gai noi. “Vayne dang cho chiing
to1 vé an t6i.”

Ong Withers kéo vat 4o khoac khong
chat nhau nhi xuéng bang mot dong tac
yéu diéu va chinh xac. “Em néi ding,
Polly, chung ta khong dugc vé mudn.”
Ong ta d4o nu cudi trang 16a khap phong
nhu ngon hai dang. “Vayne la thuyén
truong cla ching t6i - ngudi duy nhat
chuyén nghiép trén thuyén. Va ciing 1a
mot dau bép cir khoi nira. Ngay mai nhit

dinh c4 nha phai thu:c”rn% thirc tai nau an
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ctia anh dy. Nao, néu ngdy mai dep troi
thi li€u chung t61 c6 dugc don ca nha tai
bén cang khong nhi? Chin gid rudi duge
khong? Ching t6i s& cho chiéc xudng con
chd moi nguoi ¢ ke da.”

“Tuyét voi.” Bo di cliing 6ng ta ra ngoai
sanh va moi nguoi di theo sau ho. Pang
di, Polly Withers bong dirng lai va nhin
qua dau Simon, vé phia nhitng tim ban
d6 ving Cornwall cd treo giita cac birc
tranh son dau trén btc tudng sim mau.
“Anh Norman, nhin kia. Nhirng birc tranh
kia dep qua con gi?” Roi co gai quay vé
phia me. “Ngbi nha niy tuyét that day.
Chu chi thué cua mot nguo1 ban a?”
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“Mot 6ng thuyén truéng tén 1a Toms.
Chung to1 chua bao gio gap ong ay ca,
ong ay dang 6 nudc ngoai. Ong ay cling
gia 101, hinh nhu la thuy thu vé huu. To61
nghi Ngoi nha Xam nay da thuoc vé gia
dinh 6ng y tr 1au roi.”

“That 1a mot no1 tuy¢t voi.” C)ng Withers
nhin xung quanh v&i anh mit day vé
chuyén nghiép cua ngudi budn do co.
“To6i thiy 6ng dy c6 mdt sb sach co rat
dep”. Ong ta tién tay v&i vé phia canh tu
sach thip va dai ¢ tién sanh nhung né
khong mo¢ ra.

“To1 van gitr moi thir khoa nguyén xi,”

b6 noi. “Anh biét chuyén gi co thé XaX
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vol mot ngdi nha da c¢d d6 dac hoan
chinh ro1 day - Iic nao cling chi s¢ sé&
lam hong céi gi do.”

“Mot nguyén tic rat dang kham phuc,”
ong Withers trang trong noi. Lic d6 thi
em gai 6ng ta dang mim cuoi cti xudng
nhin Simon. “C6 dam cé day s€ la mot
noi tuyét voi dé kham pha, phai khong?”
cO noi. “Cac chau da di tim nhirng duong
ham bi mat va céc tht trong d6 chua? Co
biét 13 trong mot can nha c6 nhu thé nay
thi chic cdc chéu da di thdém hiém roi.
Néu cac chau tim thay gi thi ké cho ¢6
chu nghe v41 nhé.”

Cam thay cai nhin lo ngai cua Barney
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dan vao lung minh, Simon tra 161 lich su,
“O, chau khong nghi ¢ day c6 duong ham
nao dau.”

“Hen gap moi nguoi ngay mai nhé,” ong
Withers dirng & ngudng ctra chao; ro1 ho
ra ve.

“Thich qua!” Khi cénh ctra dong lai,
Barney hao htc kéu 1én. “Mot ngay di
choi trén chiée thuyén do! Theo anh, liéu
ho ¢6 cho minh 14i thuyén khong nhi?”

“Nh¢ dung lam vuéng chin co cha ay
khi khong dugc phép day nhé,” bd nhic.
“Bd me khong mudn co thuong vong hay
ton that gi dau.”
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“Bo s¢€ 1a bac si trén thuyén.”
“B0 dang trong ky nghi, con quén r61 a?”

“Tai sao bd khong noéi cho ching con
biet 1a bo da gap ho?”” Simon gang hai.

“B6 dang dinh noi ddy cha,” bd nhe
nhang tra 1oi. “Chéc lac d6 bd con dang
ban c4u kinh.” B cudi 16n. “Barney,
néu con muén cho Rufus ra ngoai thi di
ngay di - nhung ngay mai n6 s€ khong di
cung ching ta dau nén con dung c6 voi

b

vinh gi.”

Jane bong cat tieng: “Con nghi con cling
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khong d1 dau.”

“Chua o1, sao luc nao ciing khong vay?”
Simon tron mat nhin Jane.

“Em s€ bi say song mat.”

“May khong thé bi say song duogc - di
thuyén buom khong say dau. Khong cé
mui xang cua dau may cii dau. Jane, di
di.”

“Khong,” Jane noi g10ng ca quyet hon.
“Em khong dién cudng 1€n vi may cai
thuyén nhu anh. Thuc sy 1a em khéng
mudn di. Co cha 4y s& khong phat y dau,
phai khong b6?”
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Simon chdn nan néi: “May dang la d&

9

hot.

“Ké em n6,” bd néi. “Em né biét minh
muon gi chir. Khong sao dau, co chi dy
s& hiéu thoi, Jane a. Khong ai lai mubn
con phai lo lang vé chuyén bi say song
cd. Mac du vay con ciling cir nghi thi
xem con sé& thay thé ndo néu mai con di.”

“Con chic 1a s& an toan hon néu con &
nha,” Jane tra 101. Nhung em khong da
dong gi dén 1y do dich thuc khién em
khong muén di. Nghe s& that 1a ngé ngan
khi em giai thich rang em c6 cam giac lo

ngai ky la vé chiéc du thu}/én mau trang
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d6, vé ong Withers liic ndo cling mim
cu01 va ca cd em gai xinh dep cua Ong ta
nira. Cang ngh1 em cang thay chuyén do
c6 vé vé van nén cudi cung em tu thuyét
phuc minh, cling nhu nhiing ngudi khac,
1a 1y do khién em khong tham gia chang
phai vi diéu gi khic ngoai viéc so say
song.

Nhung lai mdt 14n nira chang ai biét Ong
Merry da bién di dau.
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CHUONG 4

Mot 1an swong sém trang md trai rong
khip mit bién, va dudi bén cang, thuyén
bé ling 10 troi trén mit nude phang lang
dang sang ruc 1én dudi anh nang. TUr cra
s0, Jane chim ch nhin xudng. Nhitng
chiéc thuyén danh ca con viang bong
nguoi, nhung em van thy hai dang nguoi
bé xiu dang leo 1én chiéc xudng cao su
canh cdu cang.

Em nghe tiéng Simon noéi tir phia sau:
“Néu em that su khong mudn di bién thi
dé y trong cai nay nhé.” Em quay lai va
nhin thay anh trai dang"¥ht4P4"K5ECHEC



tat len Xam. ‘Nom clng ngac ky quic nhu
cai 6ng quyén.

“Poi tit cua anh thi c6 gi dic biét co
cha?”

Simon cudi toét roi ha giong thi thim.
“Ban viét co day. Anh chiang thé tim ra
duogc tht gi tot hon dé giau ca.”

Jane bat cudi, cam chiéc tat va 16i mot
phan ban viét c6 ra. Nhung dui em da cd
kéo that can thin, mép tam da van nat
vun khi bi mic vao len nhu thé 1a diém
gd. “Nay,” em kéu lén. “Néu lan ndo
cling ctr thé nay thi chi mot tuan nira ca

tam da s€ chi con 1a manh vun thoi. NO
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nam yén trén ting 4p mai bao nhiéu nim
nay thi chang sao vi khong bi ai dong
dén. Biy gid ma minh cr mang n6 di
lung tung thé nay...”

Simon lo ling nhin cudn gidy da cong
queo, cac ria mép mon vet da xam xit di
vi dé lau, va thdy nhitng vét nat lom
chom truée kia chuwa hé c6. NO phan
van: “Nhung ching ta s€ con phai dung
nhiéu dén né dé con tim xem nd nodi gi
chr... a, chd chat. Trong cin phong ay...”

Pé mic Jane du'ng do ngo ngac no giat
voi 1ay ban Vlet co, chay xuong gac t01
canh cu:a nho t6i om ¢ chiéu nghi cau
thang ting hai dan t6i diy hanh lan
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chiing d4 phat hién ra trén dudng 1én tang
4p mai. Canh ctra van bé ngo. N6 budc
xudng, di doc theo day hanh lang nho xiu
dén cin phong don so, trong hodc ma
ching da doan la phong ngi cua Ong
thuyén truong. Can phong van y hét nhu
ngay hom trudc va éng dyng kinh vién
vong van dang nam trén bé cira so.

Simon nhit 14y cai ong va mo ra. Pudng
ren clia moi nira van sang bong va anh
1én mdt 16p dau luyn mong; bén trong
6ng phit mot 16p dong do, sang anh 1én,
khoé va rat sach s& khi n6 gio ra anh sang.
Simon bo cudn gidy da vao trong. Cudn
gidy nam vira khit, gon gang trong ong

khi n6 xoay dong hai mra ong lai voi
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nhau. Simon cin thin nhin mét vong
quanh cin phong, nhu thé trong chd nd
ndi cho minh mot diéu g d6. Nhung
chang c6 gi ngoai sy im ling va trong
rong day bi an, nd lién nhe nhang dong
ctra lai roi chay 1én gc.

“Xemnay,” nd goi Jane. “DPay chiac 1a vo
dung cua nd day.”

“U, chac vay,” Jane noi, d6n l1ay cai 6ng.
“Em nén giau n6 di dau do,” Simon bio.
“Noc ti quan ao cua anh vo1 Barney

dugc khong?”

“Dé em nghi xem c¢6 ch0 nao an toan
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khong,” Jane dam chi€u noi.

Nhung Simon hau nhu chang nghe thiy
cau Jane noi vi no da di dugc nira dudong
vé dén phong; bay gid dau 6c nod chi con
nghi dén chuyén di trén chiéc du thuyén
ctia gia dinh nha Withers ma thoi. Va dén
khi Simon, Barney va bd da di roi, vira
di vira tranh c3i soi noéi vé viéc mang

theo nhitng 40 vai dau” ~, 4o len va
quan boi nao, thi Jane bat dau uéc gia
ma hom qua em thay d6i quyét dinh dé
hom nay duoc di cung moi nguoi.

Nhung em van té ra cuong quyet trudc

nhitng 101 tréu choc cua Simon: “Khong
< 2 \ , htt%B:{/th viensachvn ~
di dau. Em ma say song thi chuyen di sé



hong bét ca, mit vui.” Vay 1a thay vi di,
em ding bén cira s6 nhin moi nguoi chay
ra cang, 1én cai xudéng cao su bap bénh
tr6i vé phia chiéc du thuyén trang, manh
mai va duyén dang ngoai xa.

Me, mot tay cép gia vé, mot tay cam tai
dung banh sandwich va bdt mau, nhin em
ai ngai: “Con yéu, con c6 chic 1a con s&
khong budn vi con lai mét minh day
chi?”

“Khong dau me a,” Jane tra 101 dut
khoat. “Con s€ di dao quanh day thoi.
Con nghi 1a s& rat vui. That ddy ma. Khi
v€ mOt minh, me ciling khong bao gid cam
thay c¢6 don, phai khén%ta?”
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Me cuoi. “Thdi duge rdi, doc 1ap ma,
vay con cir di dao mdt minh. Ché ¢ lac
duong day Me vé ¢ ph1a bén kia, trén
bén cang Ay, néu con can gi cir goi me
nhé. Ba Palk s€ & day cd ngay va s€
chuin bi bita trua cho con. Sao con
khong mang Rufus di cung nhi?”

Me di ra ngoai dudi anh néng ruc ro, doi
mit di bat dau mo mang voi nhitng v
nghi vé mau sic va hinh dang cua buc
tranh sap v&. Jane bong cam thiy mot céi
mii wvon uwot dang duyi vao tay, nhin
xubng thi thdy cip mat niu ctia Rufus
dang mé’ to day hy vong, em cudi khiic

khich r6i chay thi cing né vao lang,
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xuyén qua nhitng phd nho hep ky la,
loang thoang giong ndi luyén lay cua
ngudi Cornwall trong cdc ctra hang ma
em di qua.

Nhung sudt ca budi sang, em luén cam
théy bon chdon mét cach la lung, nhu thé
mot ¥ nghi dang mudn nhay bat ra khoi
dau em vay. Nhu thé, em tu nht, dau oc
em dang ¢6 n6i v6i em diéu gi 46 ma em
khéng thé nghe thiy dugc. Khi em dat
Rufus vé dén nha, vao bép, ngdi phich
xuéng canh ba Palk mit do bung va thd
hon hén, em van con nhu suy tu, vuong
van diéu gi.

“D1 dao vui khong c6?” ba Palk ngdi
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x0m bén canh mot x6 nudc diy xa phong,
mat do bong 1€n; ba dang lau chui san
bép lat da xam.

“Vang,” Jane lo dang tra 161. Em nghich
nghich chiéc no con budém budc trén
dudi toc.

“Chat lita 1a xong bira trua thoi,” ba
Palk vira néi vira ding day. “Oi chao,
hay xem con cho lay, [0 mét 14 ra roi. Dé
toi cho Ioubng lide da...” No6i roi ba véi
tay lay dfa thirc an cho Rufus.

“Chau di rua chan tay day.” Jane tho
than d1 vao sanh, day hanh lang hep vira

lanh vtra t01, chi c6 tia sang mo mo
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chiéu 1én miy tam ban do cii ma hom qua
cai co Polly Withers di trdm trd thich
thi. C6 Withers... tai sao cO ta va ca
ngudi anh trai nita trong déu co vé gi do
nham hiém vay nhi? Ho la nhiing con
nguoi hoan toan binh thuong va chang co
1y do gi dé nghi xdu vé ho. Ho di to ra
rat t6t bung khi moi ca nha cung di du
ngoan mdt ngdy troi trén chiée du thuyén
ctia ho co ma... Nhung ké ciing la, 10i
nhan xét cla cb ta vé viéc tham hiém va
kham pha...

Kham pha nao. Lén dugc ntra cau thang
gac, Jane bong giat thot minh nhé ra, voi
mot cam giac to1 101, 1a suot budi sang

nay em da dé tam da chong cho, cudn
https://tAuviensach.vn



trong cai Ong dung kinh vién vong trong
ngin kéo chiéc ban dau givong ngu. L&
ra em phai mang n6 theo minh chu?
Khong, ding c¢6 ma ngdc nghéch thé, em
nghi thim, nhung em van voi vang chay
1én gac, budc vao phong long day lo
lang va chi cam thdy nhe nguoi khi nhin
thay cai ong dung tim da van nam & do,
1ap lanh trong ngin kéo.

Em kéo cudn gidy da mau ndu ra, dua nd
lai gén ctra sO va than trong vubt phéng
n6. Nhirng dong chit den rdi ram ay lai
khién em khé& run 1én véi cai cam giac to
mo théi thuc kho ta hét khi ¢ trén ting 4p
mai, gidy phit cd ba anh em bdng bt

ngo nhdn ra chung da tim duoc cai gc?rl
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Em nhin chim chd vao tdm da nhung
nhitng hang chit 16ng chong van khong dé
doc hon chut nao so voi trudc. Em chi
luan ra duoc dau la nhiing chir viét tat
ma Simon da doc thanh “Mark va
Arthur”.

Lam thé nao ma ching co6 thé biét duoc
ban vi€t c6 nay noi cai gi day?

Em huéng xudng phia mép dudi tim da
dang cong 1én, nhin vao may duong vé
mong loang ngoang ma trudc d6 ca ba da
nghi c6 1& 1a mot tam ban do. Trong tang
ap mai toi qua nén ching khong nhin
duoc miy, nhung bay gio thi Jane da co

anh sang choi chang cua buoi trua. Em
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chi xudng gan hon va dot nhién nhin ra
trén tim da con nhiéu dudng vé nira; cac
duong v& mong manh va mo nhat dén ndi
trudéc d6 em ctr nghi chiing 1a nhirng vét
ran trén tim da. Va giita nhirg dudng vé&
nhat nhoa dé c6 vai chit tham chi trong
coOn mo hon.

D6 1a mot tam ban do rat tho so, nhu thé
da duoc vé rat voi. Co vé 1a mot tim ban
do duong bo bién, trong hao hao mdt
chit W viét nghiéng v&i hai vinh nho va
mot mili dat. Hay 13 hai miii dat va mot
vinh nho nhi? Chang c6 dau hiéu gi dé
phan biét dugc phia nao la bién. Mic du
em nhan théy c6 mdt tir ndo do duoc viét

phia trén phan v€ mot miii dat - hay mot
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vinh bién - nho ra, nhung lai hoan toan
khong thé doc dugc vi mot vét ran théng
tap trén tAm da cii ky cit ngang qua tir 6
gon gang nhu mot dong ké bang muc
dam.

“Cha, buc minh qua,” Jane buc boi ndi
to. Vira no1 dat 101 thi em nhan ra la
trong ntra phat dong ho vira réi em da
quyét tim tw minh phat hién ra duoc diéu
gi d6 vé ban v& co dé thong bao cho
Simon va Barney biét khi ching trd vé
sau ca ngay di bién. Po chinh 1a diéu
lam em but rat khong yén sudt ca budi
sang nay.

Lai thém mot cai tén nira duoc viét trén
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ban d0. Néu d6 that s 1a mt cai tén.
Nhitng con chit mau ndu, rat nho nhung
lai dé doc hon so véi phﬁn con lai cua
ban viét. Jane do ting chit cai mot va
thay ching tao thanh ba tir: “Ring Mark
Hede.” Em thit vong nhin dong chir.
Chiing chang c6 nghia gi ca. Em thir doc
lai: “Ring, Mark, Heed.” Chéng co dia
danh nao nhu vay. Lam gi ¢6 noi nao co
cai tén ky la nhu thé cha?

Tiéng chudng lanh lanh ¢ dudi sanh vong
Ién gac pha tan bau khong khi ém dém
cua tleng ri rao cua bién va tleng nhirng
con mong bién kéu ngoai xa, va em loang
thoang nghe thay tiéng ba Palk dang goi

tr dudi1 nha. “Jane! Ja-ne o1!” Em voi
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vang cudn tim ban dd lai, cit vao hop
rdi xody chit hai nira ong. Em mé ngin
kéo chiéc ban canh giudng ngi, ngip
ngirng trong gidy 1at roi dong lai. Tt hon
hét 12 dé tAm da trong tAm mat minh. Em
giat chiéc 4o len trén giudng, quan quanh
chiéc 6ng va chay hai bac cau thang mot
xudng gac.

Nhung em chay qué nhanh. Nén khi lugon
vong qua gbc chiéu nghi tang mot, em
dam sam vao cai hom go lun lun dai
ngoang nam khuat goc va kéu Ién vi dau.
Lai dung cai chan hom trude bi xe dap
tong & dudi cang... lic em cui xudng xoa
dau gbi, co mdt vat khién em chu .

Chiéc hom ma em vira va phai chinh hom
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trudc ca ba di phat hién ra nhung nip
hom bi khoa kin. “Toan vang rong va do
trang strc quy,” Simon di ndi vay va cd
md ra nhung khong duoc. Bay gid nip
hom vira bat ra vai inch va dang hoi ndy
1én. Chac 13 n6 bi ket chir khong han 1a
bi khoa; em x6 qua manh nén khién cho
nap hom bat md.

Jane t0 mo nang han nip hom 1én. Bén
trong chang c6 gi nhiéu: mot vai to bao
cli, mot doi ging tay to tudng bang da,
hai hay ba chiéc 40 len cao c6 va mot
quyén sach nho bia mau den bi che lap
mot nira. Mot kho bau that nghéo nan lam
sao, em nghi thim. Nhung biét dau cubn

sach lai c6 gi do thu vi. Em tho tay vao
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hom lay quyén sach ra.

“Ja-ne 0i!” giong ba Palk nghe gan hon
trén cau thang. Jane voi vang dong nip
hom, g6i quyén sach nhd vao trong 4o
len cung véi hop kinh vién vong. Khudn
mat ba Palk da hién ra qua khe thanh cau
thang.

“Chau dang xuong day a,” Jane ngoan
ngoan cat tieng.

“Q, vay 4, thé ma t6i ctr ngd 1 co da di
ngu roi co. Ui dao, dao lday t6i béo qua
di chat ca cdu thang mat rdi.” Ba Palk
cuoi toe toét vo1 Jane: “Bira trua da don
& trén ban roi dy. T01 da /%hban 14 cho
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banh [uong trong 10 ra, chir khong thi
khong dé co phai doi lau dén thé dau.”
Ba Palk lai lach bach di xudng bép. Mot
dia xalat va giam bong day ip da sip san
doi Jane trong phong an, trong giéng hét
mdt hon ddo nho trén chiéc ban in ménh
mong nhu mdt mit bién mau gu bong
loang. Bén canh d6 1a mot dia banh nhan
mut 1y gai va mot hii kem nho.

Jane ngdi xubng va lo dénh an, mot tay
gi¢ ludt qua cubn sach nhd ma em vira
tim thiy trong cai hom cii. D6 1a mot
cudn sach huéng dan vé ngoi lang do cha
x(r ving ndy viét. Trén trang bia gia ghi
mot dong chit udn luon, bay buém Gidi
thiéu vé Trewissickva “Ngudi bién
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soan: Ptic Cha E. J. Hawes-Mellor, M.
A. (Oxon.) LL. D. (Lond.), Cha xir nha
th0 xit dao Thanh John, lang
Trewissick.”

Chéng coO gi thu vi ca, Jane nghi, su hang
hai ctia em xep dan. Em 14t qua nhiing
trang sach hep, day hudéng dan chi tiét vé
nhitng diém dé “du ngoan” & xung quanh
day. Nhitng dong chit trén tam da van
vuong van trong trong tdm tri em. Gié
ma em c6 thé tim ra duoc diéu gi do dé
n6i cho Simon va Barney biét vé ban
viét c6 ay nhi...

Pung luc d6 trang chinh giita cta cudn

sach mo 1at ra dudi ngdn tay em. Jane lo
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dang nhin lu6t qua roi ding lai. Trén
trang sach 12 mot ban do rat chi tiét vé
lang Trewissick voi day da nhitng con
phd thang va ngoan ngoéo nhu nhiing
duong hoa vin phia sau bén cang nim
gon gang gitta hai mii d4t nho ra bién.
Nha tho va toa thi chinh ctia lang déu
duoc danh dau riéng; em thoang thiy tur
hao vi Ngbi nha Xam cling dugc ghi cha
tén rd rang trén con duodng dan 1én tin
cung dinh Miii Kemare r6i mo dan vao
hu khong. Nhung diéu thu hat sy cha y
ctia em lai 1a céi tén duoc viét gon gang
ngang qua miii dat. D6 1a: “King Mark’s
Head - M1 Vua Mark”.

“Min Vua Mark,” Jane cham rai doc to
https://thuviensach.vn



1én. Em cui xudng véi boc 4o len bén
canh ghé, 1y ra hop kinh vién vong va
trai ban viét c6 1én ban. Nhitng con chi
nhu dang nhin em cham cham, khé hiéu
va ky bi: “Ring Mark Hede”. Va khi nhin
ky hon, em thdy chir cai dau cua tir dau
tién dd mo di vi thoi gian va bui bam, rat
c6 thé khong phai 1 chir R ma 1a chir K.
Em nubt khan vi hdi hép va hit mot hoi
that sau.

King Mark’s Head - Miti Vua Mark:
cling mot cai tén trén ca hai tim ban do.
Nhu vy, tim ban d6 trén ban viét co
ching tim thdy trén gic xép chic chin
phii 12 ban d6 cua lang Trewissick -

chinh 1a phan cua Trewissick c6 Ngobi
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nha Xam. Nhitng chir ky la d6 chac chan
1a tén c6 cua Miii Kemare.

Nhung khi nhitng chodng ngop vi phat
hién d6 d3 qua di, em nhin lai hai tm
ban dd mot 1an nita, va su phén chan cta
em giam di mot chat. Co diéu gi do
khong 6n ¢ duong vé bo bién ngoan
ngoéo trén tim da; diéu gi d6 khac han
su thiéu chinh xac van thudng thiy trong
nhitng ban v& phac thdo bang tay. Puong
bo bién & day khong gibng nhu ban d6
trong cudn sach chi dan; nhitng mii dat
nho han ra ngoai mot cach ky la, va cang
bién ¢6 hinh dang khac han. Tai sao vay
nhi?
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Cam thay khé hiéu, Jane 14y mot mau but
chi trén chiéc ta twong va cd gang v& mot
duong chi md mo ta dudng bo bién nhu
trong ban viét co 1én ban d6 trén cudn
sach chi dan. Khong con nghi ngd gi nira;
hai hinh dang khac nhau.

C6 khi ban viét co nay khong vé& ban do
Trewissick. C6 khi c6 hai mii dat &
Cornwall cung dugc goi la “Mii Vua
Mark”. Hay c6 khi dudng bo bién da bi
bién d6i hinh dang sau hang traim nim ké
tr hdi v& tam ban do co. Troi oi, lam
cach nao timra dugc day?

Em mién cudng dé tam da sang mdt bén

va nhin cham cha vao hai duong bo bién
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trén trang sach, mot dugc in con mot do
em dung but chi v& 1én. Nhung em van
khong thé tim ra ciu tra 1i. Trong lic
buc bdi, em 1at lai nhirng trang trudc va
d6t nhién lai liéc thay trang bia gia mot
lan nira: “ ... Pac Cha E. J. Hawes-
Mellor, M. A...”

Jane nhay bat day. Pling roi! Tai sao lai
khong nhi? Cha xtr Trewissick chic chin
s& biét moi diéu vé vung nay. Ong ay 1a
mot chuyén gia, chinh ong da viét cudn
sach ndy co ma. Ong ay sé& biét liéu bo
bién d3 ting thay doi hinh dang chua va
truéc ddy né nhu thé nio. PO 1a mot
cach - cach duy nhat - dé tim ra diéu bi

mat. S€ chi c6 ong ay md1 khong hoi tai
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sao em mudn biét vé diéu do; ong Ay s&
chi nghi 12 em quan tim dén cudn sach
ctia 6ng ma thoi. Em can phai di tim ong
ta va hoi cho ra nhé.

Va thr tudng tugng xem, em s€ co bao
nhiéu chuyén dé ké cho Simon va Barney
khi ching vé nha...

Chinh ¥ nghi cudi cung d6 di thac day
Jane, von 13 ngudi nhat nhat nhat trong
gia dinh, quyét dinh s& 1am gi sudt budi
chiéu hom d6. Em quay phat lai khi canh
cira mo ra, va ba Palk niing ninh di vao.
“Co an xong roi a? Co6 ngon miéng
khong?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Ngon l1dm a. Chau cam on ba rat nhiéu.”
Jane vo 14y cubn sach va cudn 4o len
quy gia cua minh. “Ba Palk a,” em tham
do, “ba cd quen cha xr cia vung nay
khong a?” Tét nhién 1a phai biét roi, em
nghi thAm, cr xem cai cach ba 4y hay hat
thanh ca nhu thé...

“0, khong, t6i khong quen Ptc Cha
dau.” Ba Palk tr¢ nén trang nghiém, kinh
can. “Khi di 1& nha tho t6i chua bao gio
gip Cha, nhung tat nhién 13 toi c6 nhin
thdy Cha. Moi ngudi /6i Cha 1a mot
nguoi thong minh 1am. C6 dinh di xem
nha tho a, cung?”

“Vang a,” Jane tra 161. C6 1€ ro1 minh sé€
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d1 that, em tu bién bach.

“Loi d6 rat dep va co kinh. Nhung hoi
xa - nguoc 1én dén dinh d6i trong lang
kia. Tir ké d4 ngoai cang, c6 co thé nhin
thay thap nha thd' & xa phia sau hang cay
trén duong C4.”

“Chéu nghi 1a chéu biét.”

“Ping dé bi say ldng nhé.” Ba Palk khé
né bé chong bat dia di ra va mot luc sau
Jane d3 nghe thay bai “Xin & lai bén
con” voi chat giong tha thiét sau nio tir
phia bép vong 1én. Em chay Ién gac, VOl
va nhin quanh xem chd nao co the glau

duoc chiéc 6ng dung ban viét cd, cudi
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cung em gidu nd vao glu’a dbng chin &
cubi giwdong, dé né nam doc theo mép
dém sao cho khong troi 1én. Roi trude
khi su lo ling c6 thé lam em thay d6i y
tudng mo1 nay, em voi budc ra khoi nha
trong anh chiéu ém dém, tay cam chit
cubn sach nho.

skekek

Nha tho nim trén dinh doi dwong nhu
tach biét han khoéi ving bién. Tu’ day
Jane khong nhin thdy gi ngoai ciy cdi va
nhitng qua d6i, tham chi chi cach ching
hai muoi yard phia cudi dudng ciing
khong con thdy nhitng ngdi nha nho trong

lang dau nira. Ngb1 nha th0 mau xam,
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vudng virc voi thap chudng thip va
nhirng tru cong 16n dang trude, nhu thé
nam trong mot thung ling day cay c6i nao
d6 cach xa bién dén hang tram dam.

Trong khu vuon cua nha thd, mot ong gia
gy com mic 40 coc tay va quan deo day
dang cat co bang mot cai kéo 16n. Jane
dirng lai bén nay tudng gan chd ong nhat
va goi to: “Ong lam on cho chau hoéi ¢
phai nha cha xtr & dang kia khong a?”

Ong gia thd kho khe, vong tay ra sau dé
chong lung dung thang day. “Pung roi
day,” 6ng tra 101 ngdn gon rdi tiép tuc
dung d6, nhin chim chim v6 cam, ddi

theo em bang qua duong lén dén tan
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doan ré&. Jane nghe thay tiéng budc chan
minh trén con duong rai séi lao xao that
6n ao trong budi chiéu tinh mich. Ngoi
nha xam to 16n vuong vic véi nhitng
khung ctra s6 trong vang khong mot chut
sinh khi, nom nhu dang thach em dén gan
quay ray ching.

Néu day 1a mot ngoi nha cho cha xt thi
no6 that qua t6i tan, em nghi. S6i trén 16i
di xen 1an cé dai, trong khu vudn hoang
tan nhitng bui tG cau khang khiu khong ai
chim soc, co trén bai dat moc cao lung
ngudi. Em nhin nit chudng & bén canh
canh ctra dd troc hét son, va nghe thdy
tiéng chudng thoang tir trong nha vong ra.
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Mot hoi 1au sau, khi em bat diu nhe ca
ngudi nghi rang khong c6 ai ¢ nha tra 1oi
chudng thi bdng nghe tiéng chan nguoi
bén trong nha. Canh ctra mo ra, kéu 1én
kén ket mot cach buc tic nhu thé nod
chang miy khi dugc mo.

Pung bén trong 1a mdt ngudi dan Ong
cao va den, xdc xéch trong chiéc 4o
khoac thé thao cii k¥, khuén mit trong
gém ghiéc voi cdp 16ng miy siu rom
den, ram i chua tirng thiy moc lién nhau
ngang trén tran. Ong ta nhin Jane tring
trung;

“Gi vay?” Giong Ong ta rat tram, khong

c¢6 chut am sac Cornwall nao.
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“Da c6 6ng Hawes-Mellor ¢ day khong
a?”

Ngudi dan 6ng cao 16n cau may. “Ong
gil?’,

“Da 6ng Hawes-Mellor a. Cha xtt éy a.”

B mit nguoi dan 6ng gian ra doi chut,
du vay cai nhin dudi cdp long mély den
si van khong diu di chit ndo. “A, ta biét
roi. Ta e rang 6ng Hawes- Mellor khong
con 1a cha xr & day nita. Ong ay da mat
cach day vai ndim roi.”

“Q, vay u,” Jane noi, va budc lui ra khoi
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ngudng ctra, khong hé luyén tiéc vi co co
ho1 dé ro1 khoi noi day. “O, vang, néu
thé thi...”

“Co 18 ta c6 thé gitp duoc gi dy,” ong
ta n6i bang cai giong trim nghe that 4o
ndo. “Tén ta 12 Hastings. Ta dén day thay
cho Cha Hawes-Mellor.”

“Q, vay u,” Jane lai n6i; em bat dau cam
thdy 6ng Hastings c6 doc cung manh
vuon hoang tan va ngdi nha hiu quanh la
ki khién em ron ca ngudi. “O, khong,
khong co gi dau a, con khong mudn lam
phién dén cha, chi 1a vé& cubn sach ma
cha XU trude kia da viét, cuén sach chi

dan vé ngoi lang nay thdi a.’
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Duong nhu ¢6 mdt vé quan tam thodng
qua khuoén mit t6i sam ctia vi cha xu.
“Mot cudn sach vé Trewissick ha? Ciing
c6 101 d6n rang ong da viét mot cudn
sach nhu thé, nhung chinh ta cling chua
bao gio tim thdy mdt ban nao ca. Thé con
mudn hoi vé diéu gi? Néu con mubn tim
cudn sach 4y thi ta e rang khong giup gi
duoc cho con dau...”

“Da, khong dau a,” Jane tra 101, khong
giéu duoc s hanh dién. “Con c6 mot
quyén day nay.” Em gio quyén sach nho
1én cho cha xem. “Con mudn héi mot vai
diém vé ngdi lang ma con nghi 1a co thé

Puc Cha da viét sai.” ,
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Vi cha x( nhin nhu hit mit vao cudn
sach, md miéng dinh n6i diéu gi d6
nhung hinh nhu lai thay d6i ¥ dinh. Ong
ta mo rong canh cira va ¢ nhéch mép no
mot nu cudi1 guong gao. “Puoc 1oi, hay
vao trong nay mot 1at, cd bé a, va chung
ta s& cing xem c6 thé 1am duoc gi ndo.
Ta ciing biét mot chit vé Trewissick sau
nhiéu nim séng & day.”

“Cam on cha,” Jane lo lang néi. Em
budc qua canh ctra, budc lai chiéc no
trén dudi toc trong khi theo cha xur di
xudng mot hanh lang nho, trong 1ong hy
vong trong em khong dén ndi nhéch nhac

qua. Nhung n€u ¢6 dn mac rach ruoi ta
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toi di ching nira thi trong em ciing chang
hé lac 16ng, em nghi va nhin xung quanh,
day 1a mot trong nhirng ngdi nha toi tan
va khong duoc chim séc nhit ma em
tung théy. No to 16n, 10n x0n, va co vé
rong rai hon Ngoi nha Xam; nhung son
thi dang troc ra tirng mang, tuong nha
ban thiu, con san nha thi tréng tron chi
vuong vai mot hai tim tham nhd bac
mau. Em bat ddu cam thdy thuong hai
cho vi cha xr lic ong ta sai budc dang
trude dan duong cho em.

Ong ta din em t&i mot can phong chic
chan 1a phong lam viéc, vi trong co ké
mot cai ban 16n trén mat chat day giay

t0, hai cai ghé may méo mo cung cii ném
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bac phéch va rat nhiéu gia sach xung
quanh trong, Khung cira s6 cao 1n kiéu
Phap m& rong nén ¢ thé nhin thay bai co
dai ma Jane di thoang thay trén 16i dang
truoec.

“N2o,” cha xr vira néi vira ngdi xudng
bén chiéc ban va voi vang don mot
khoang tréng phia trén md gidy to hon
don. “Con hiy ngdi xudng va noi cho ta
biét con dinh hoi cha Hawes-Mellor vé
van dé gi? Con da tim thdy cudn sach cua
ong ay phai khong?”

Cha xtr lai dan mit vao cudn sach trong
tay Jane. Duong nhu 6ng ta da bi cudn

sach mé hoac. ,
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“Da, thua cha,” Jane no1, “Cha ¢6 mudn
xem qua khong a?” Em cam quyén sach
dua cho Ong ta.

Cha xtr cam lay rat nhe nhang tir t6n, cac
ngon tay dai khép lai quanh cudn sach
nhd ctr nhu thé d6 1a vat gi cuc ky quy
gia vay. Ong ta khong mé no ra, ma dat
noé 1én trén ban trudc mat va cham cha
nhin dén d tudng nhu khong phai ong ta
dang doc ma 1a dang nghi vé chuyén gi
d6 khac. Sau do Ong ta quay bo mat
nghiém nghi v&i doi 10ng may ram ri div
ton vé phia Jane mot 14n nita.

“Con dang di nghi ¢ dﬁ%é‘?”
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“Vang a. Tén con la Jane Drew. Ca nha
con dang & trong Ngoi nha Xam.”

“That u? Nha d6 ta khong quen lim.”
Cha Hastings mim cud1 hoi guong gao.
“Thuyén truong Toms chua bao gio cd
tho1 gian cho ta, ta e 1a vay. Mot nguodi
ky la va c6 doc.”

“Ca nha con cling chua gap ong ay,” Jane
noi. “Ong ay di nudc ngoai 1o1.”

“Va cubn sach nay.’ Nhu:ng ngon tay cta
cha xr vudt ve cubn sach gan nhu vo
thuc. “No6 c6 hay khong?”
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“Oi, tuyét voi a. Con thich tit ca nhirng
cau chuyén vé Trewissick, cai thoi con
c6 bon budn 14u va nhiéu thir khac nira.”
Trong gidy 14t Jane bong phan van tu hoi
khong biét co nén ndi vé tam ban d6 do
hay khong. Nhung su t0 mo dd chién
thang moi ndi nghi ngd. Em dung day, di
dén dimg canh ong ta, 14t cudn sach dén
trang c6 ban d v& phan Nam Cornwall.
“Thwa cha, ddy chinh 13 phdn ma con
phan van, hinh dang ctia dudng bo bién.
Con muén biét 1a liéu trudc day nd da
tung c6 hinh dang khac hay khong?”

Pung sau lung cha xtr nén em khong thé
nhin thay khuén mat cua ong ta, nhung

vai ong ta duong nhu cing do lai khi
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nhin xudng tim ban dd, nhitng ngdn tay
dang dat trén ban kh€ uén cong vao trong
long ban tay.

“MOot cau hoi ky la nhi,” ong ta noi.

“Con chi thay ban khodn th6i.”

“Cha thiy mdt duong b bién nita duoc
v€ bang chi ngoai duong bo bién in trong
ban do6 nay. Con v€ day a?”

“Vanga.”

“Theo tri tuong tugng cua con?” Cai
giong tram cua ong ta ha xuong rat khé.
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“Ciing gan nhu thé. O, c6 nghia 1a... con
d3 nhin thay nhu viy & dau do, trong mot
quyén sach thi phai.” Jane lung tung, ¢
tranh dé cap t6i ban viét co ma ching da
tim thdy trén tang 4p mai ma khong phai
noi dbi. “Thua cha Hastings, néu cha
biét vé Trewissick thi tir trudc téi nay
duong bd bién ¢ day co gidng nhu bay
g10 khong a?”

“Ta nghi 12 nhu vay. Puong bd bién toan
d4 granite phai mat rat lau thoi gian méi
c6 thé thay d6i.” Ong ta chdm chd nhin
vao duong vé chi. “Con n6i la con da
nhin thdy dudng bd bién nhu thé nay
trong mot quyén sach phai khong?”
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“Da, trong mdt quyén sach, hay c6 18 trén
mdt tAm ban do hodc & dau d6 ma con
khong nhéd duoc a,” Jane ndi chung
chung.

“O trong Ngbi nha Xam phai khong?”

“Ching con khong dugc dong vao sach
v& cta ong thuyén trudng dau,” Jane tra
161 ngay, quén mat rang cudn sich chi
dan ciing 13 mdt trong nhitng cudn sach
clia Ong ay.

“Nhung chic chan 1a cac con da xem qua
chung, phai khong?” Cha xt diing day,
cao lung Iiing bén canh em, dua canh tay

dai ra v61 lay mot quyén sach ¢ trén gié.
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Ong ta dua n6 cho Jane; quyén sach rat
co, bia boc da bong, da son, nhirng trang
sach kéu sot soat va bdc mii Am mbc khi
em mo ra. Tén sach la Nhfmg cau
chuyén vé Lyonesse va rat nhiéu chir “s”

[10]

duoc in giéng nhu 1a “f”

“Con d3 nhin thiy quyén sach nao gioéng
nhu thé ndy chua?” Giong ong ta diy vé
thoi thuc. Ong ta dung gilta Jane va cay
dén nén khi em ngude 1én nhin thi chang
thdy gi ngodi anh sang md mo cua anh
dén phan chiéu trong d6i mat trén khuon
mit bi sap bong ciia ong ta. Trong mot
thoang, cha xu trong bong day ve hiém
ac, va em lai thdy ran ran doc song lung
cai cam giac lanh lanh ﬁ{/trll%fl‘['e 4 thanh



quen thudc trong ky ngh1 nay: cai cam
gidc co gi do rat bi an, moi ngudi khac
ai ciing biét ca chi ba anh chi em 1a van
mu mo .

“Da, con nghi 1a chua a.”

“Con chac chian chtr? C6 18 mot cai tua
dé nhu thé chang han? Hay 1a con da
trong thdy hinh ban d6 trong mot quyén
sach tuong tu nhu thé.”

“Da, chua that a. Chiing con van chua
xem cai gi ca.”
“Khong 1€ con chua ting théy mot cai gi

d6 trén gia sach twong tu thé nay?”
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“Thuc su la con khong biét ma,” Jane
noi, ngff)i 1ui lai trén chiéc ghé cua em
khi nghe thiy giong noéi khan thiét cua
cha xa: “Sao cha khong di hoi ong
thuyén truong ay?”

Cha Hastings 14y lai quyén sach trong tay
em va cat vao chd cii trén gia. BO mat
ong ta lai trd nén cau c6 va khic nghiét
nhu trude. “Ong 4y khong phai 1a nguoi
cOo1 md,” 6ng ta noi cut lun.

Con bt rit moi lac mot thoi thic Jane
dir do1 hon, va em bat dau bon chon doi
hét chan nay sang chan kia.
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“Thoi, con phai vé nha day a,” em lén
tiéng, dung mot cdu ma me thuong nodi
v6i hy vong nghe sé rét lich sy. “Con rat
lay 1am xin 18i vi d3 dén 1am phién cha.”
Em lo ngai dua mat nhin mot vong tir cira
s6 dén chd cira ra vao.

Cha xt dang dung ling ngudi mai meé
suy nghi, gid nhu hoi tinh lai, va tién vé
phia khung cira s6 kiéu Phap. “Con ra vé
bang 16i nay s& nhanh hon. Ctra trude rat
it khi ta dung.”

Cha xtr chia tay ra cho Jane. “Ta rat vui

mung dugc lam quen véi con, cod bé

Drew a. Ta xin 16i vi di khong thé giup

gi cho con dugc, nhu’r%]% ta//ghal noi thit
ps:
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13 rét it kha ning bo bién co dic diém gi
khac ma Cha Hawes-Mellor lai khong vé
trén ban d6. Vi theo ta biét thi 6ng 1a mot
nguoi v& ban d6 rat ndi tiéng. Ta rat vui
vi con da dén thim ta.”

Ong ta nghiém trang nghiéng dau xudng
khi bat tay Jane, mot dong tic c6 16 va ky
la 1am em ddt nhién lai nho té1 Ong
Withers khi ong ta chao moi nguoi &
Ngoi nha Xam dé di vé. Nhung dong tac
cua cha xir c6 vé thanh thao hon, em
nghi, nhu thé 6ng Withers da c6 tinh bat
chude vay.

“Con chao cha,” em no61 nhanh ro1 chay

xuyén qua bai ¢é cao, mém mai v€ phia
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161 di ctuia ng61 nha t61 tan va yén ang, dé
ra con duong dan vé nha.
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CHUONG 5

Khi Jane vé dén Ngbi nha Xam thi
Simon va Barney dang huyén thuyén nhu
khuéu véi Ong Merry trong phong
khach. Ong Merry ng01 sdu trong chiéc
ghé banh 16n, ling 1& lang nghe. Ca hai
déu dang rang r& vi kich dong, tham chi
lan da von van trang tréo cta Barney con
bi nang va gié lam cho Ung lén thanh
mau niu phét hong.

“Con ve€ ro1 day a, con yéu,” me noi.
“Me da bat dau thay lo ro1 day.”

Simon la 1én goi Jan8"e/@MERIA¢in



phong, “Troi, thé ma em khong di! Tuyét
diéu, nhu 13 & gitra ngoai khoi 4y, luc
gi6 thoi tir phia sau tat ca lao di cuc
nhanh, nhanh hon ca thuyén mdy... chi
dén luc vé méi phai chay bang dong co
vi khong c6 gi6, nhung ciing van rat vui.
Cha Withers ciing vé déy uéng mot tach
tra nhung glcr thi chi ay Ve roi. B6 di

cung chi 4y dé mang vé miy con ca thu
moi ngudi bat duoc.”

“Thé chau da lam nhiing gi, Jane?” Ong
Merry hoi nho tir trong gdc nha no1 Ong
dang ngoi.

“Ciing chang c6 gi 6ng a,” Jane tra 10i.
“Chau chi di loanh quanh thoi.”
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Nhu’ng khi cd ba dtra tré da di 1én gac (bi
bat di ngii sém vi, bd da ca quyét noi
ngay khi Simon gia 1am tiéng coi tau phia
sau lung ghé cua bé, 1a ching d3 “qua
mét”), Jane gd ctra phong bon con trai va
di vao ké cho chung nghe phat hién ciia
em va viéc em dén thim cha xi. Nhung
em khong nhan dugc phan irng nhiét tinh
nhu mong doi.

“May da sao lai mot phén ban vé& cb
ha?” Simon gang hoi, giong the thé ca 1én
vi hét hoang. “Con mang dén cho 6ng ta
xem?”

“Vang, thi dung thé,” Jane chdng ché.
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“Nhung ma lay Chua, c6 gi dang ngai
dau nhi? Mot nét v€ chi trong mot cudn
sach chi dan chang thé noi voi ai diéu gi
ca.”

“T6t hon hét 1a may ding c6 1am gi véi
ban viét ¢6 do trir phi ca bon minh da
cung thong nhat.”

“Chang lién quan gi toi ban viét co ca,
theo nhitng gi ong ta duoc biét. Em chi
noi voi ong ta 1a em mudn tim hiéu vé bo
bién nay thoi.” Vi cd ging chita chay
trudc con gian dir cua Simon, Jane quén
khudy mat nhitng cam gidc bat rat cua
minh khi gdp cha x. “Em tudng la anh

s€ vui lam vi em da bi€t tam ban do ay
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vé Mu1 Kemare.”

“Chi ay néi ciing phai ddy, anh a,”
Barney cit tiéng tir phia chiéc goi ciia
no. “Phat hién do 1a cuc ky quan trong.
Véi nhitng gi bon minh biét dugc trude
kia thi d6 c6 thé 1a ban do vung
Timbuctoo cling nén. Va néu hoa ra ding
nhu 101 cha xt 1a Trewissick chang thay
d6i gi ké tir hdi nguoi ta v& tAm ban do,
thi diéu d6 s& c6 ich cho bon minh lic
nao bon minh tim kiém manh mdi trén
ban viét co kia.”

“Ciing ¢ thé,” Simon mién cudng noi,
tréo 1én givong va lay chan da bay dong
chanra. “U, thi ding léh c6 ich that. Thoi,
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mai minh s€ ban ti€p.”

“Rdi bon minh s& bit ddu mdt cudc sin
lung,” Barney n6i giong ngai nga. “Chuc
ngi ngon nhé, chi Jane. Sang mai ban
tiép.”

“Chuc ngu ngon.”
sekesk

Nhung budi sang hém d6 da xay ra nhiéu
chuyén hon dy tinh cua bon tré.

Simon day trudc tién, tir rat sdm. Khong
khi van con am 4p nhu ngay hom trude.

N6 mic nguyén bo pyjama nam trén
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giwdng, chim chu nhin 18n trdn nhd mot
lac va nghe tiéng Barney thd déu déu tir
chiéc givong bén kia. Nam mii dam st
rudt nén ndé bo day di chan tran xubng
cau thang, bung d6i con cao. Gia gip ba
Palk dang ¢ trong bép chic no da xoi hét
hai sudt an sang mdt luc.

Nhung ba Palk hinh nhu chua dén, va
ngdi nha ling im khong mot tiéng dong.
Chi dén khi di dén mdy dot cau thang
duéi cing dan xudng hanh lang thi Simon
m&i nhan ra c6 cai gi d6 khong on.

Moi lan khi di xudng #n sdng, nd van
thuong dung lai dé nhin tdm ban do

Cornwall c¢6 treo trén tuong doan cau
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thang 1& xudéng. Nhung sang nay khi no
dirng lai nhin thi tim ban d6 khong con &
d6 nira. Chi con thiy vét hinh chir nhat
trén nén gidy dan tudng cho biét chd tim
ban d6 trudc kia dugc treo; va khi
Simon liéc nhin btrc twdng doc theo cau
thang van thuong treo tranh thi thiy con
thém nhiéu chd trong nita.

Long day thic mic, no tir tir di xudng
sanh 1on. N6 nhin thdy trén birc tudng cé
thém mot vai khoang tréng hoac ky la
nita vi nhitng buc tranh da bi thao di, va
cai phong vii biéu treo canh mdt trong
nhitng 6 tréng d6 thi bi day 1éch han sang
mot bén.
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Simon di t&i va chinh cai phong vii biéu
thang lai, cam thay phién gd san lanh toat
dudi ban chan tran. Nhin su6t doc hanh
lang dai dac, thoat tién n6 khong théy co
gi khac la nira. Nhung roi né nhin ra
phia cudi hanh lang, noi anh mit troi
dang chiéu tir bép vao qua 6 cira dé ngo,
mot vai tAim véan san d3 bi giat ra va vut
vung vai khip nén nha. Simon siing
ngudi, boi roi.

N6 bat dau di doc hanh lang vé phia bep,
bong quay ngoat sang phai va X0ay nam
dam cira mo vao phong khach. Nam dam
cua kéu 1én ken két dudi tay nd6 nhu moi
lan va Simon lo ngai md canh ctra ra,
nhin xung quanh. N bér]rlf% ha hoc mom.
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Can phong trong nhu dém qua viura cé
mdt tran 16c X04y thdi toi. Nhirng burc
tranh xé€ch xeo trén twdng hoac bi x¢ ra
khéi khung vuong vai toi td dudi san,
Simon giat minh nhin thy tit c4 ban ghé
trong phong déu bi vui dudi hang déng
sach.

Sach roi khip phong, vung vii khip san,
quyén mo, quyén gip, quyén 1on nguoc;
chat thanh dong trén ban trén ghé, thanh u
trén ti ly; con tro khic lai vai ba quyén
trén nhitng gia sach tréng rong. Tat ca
cac ti sach quanh trdng van bi khéa kin
khong cho ai dong hé dén gid déu trong
khong. Nhitng tim cira kinh bam long 1éo
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vao ban 1&, quanh 6 khoa con vuong
nhiéu vun g6; mot hai canh cira bi théo
han ra dung vao twong. Moi thir trén gia
sach déu bi quét xubng sach tron, ngin
kéo bén dudi bi kéo ra, gidy to bén trong
tran ca ra ngoai 1an vao dam sach hon
don trén san. Trong khong khi thoang
thoang mui mdc va lo ltrng mot 16p bui.

Mét mét lac, Simon ding nhu troi tré)ng,
kinh hoang tr6 mat nhin. R61 né xoay
ngoat lai lao 1én gac, hét 1én goi bo.

T4t ca moi nguoi déu bi danh thirc day
vi tiéng la cia Simon. Pau tién la bo, roi
moi nguodi lan lu’ot lat dat chay ra hanh

lang, trén neudi van mac en
& gu RAttps: weng 41



va vay ngu, theo Simon xudng cau thang,
kinh ngac nhung van ¢6 gang hiéu nhirng
101 giai thich 16n xdn cta no.

“Cai gi thé?”
“Chuyén gi thé, nha chay roi a?”

“Trom!” Bb vira theo xudng cau thang
vira thot 1én ngd vuc. “Nhung 1am sao
lai bi trom & mot ngdi lang nhu thé nay
co chir - trdi cao dat day oi!” Qua canh
clra md, bd da trong thiy canh tan hoang
trong phong khach. Pén luc me, Jane va
Barney nhin theo mit bé, thi ca nha lang
di, nhung chéng duoc lau.
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Khip tang hai cua ngodi nha, ddu dau ho
cling gip cung mot canh tugng nhu thé.
Nhitng canh ctra ti sdch bi phd toang
hoang, sach v& roi xudng khoi gia sach
long chong khip nén nha. Tt ca ti va
ngin kéo déu bi pha khoa, gidy to bén
trong lung tung ra ngoai. Thim chi trong
phong an sang, nira td sich ndu dn ci
mem cling b1 161 khoi gia.

“B6 khong thé hiéu ndi,” bd chim rai
noi. “Co ke trom dot nhap vao day nhung
may mon do ro rang 1a co gia tri thi lai
khong bi dong dén. Burc tugng nhod trén
bé 10 suoi kia chang han, hay cai cup
bac trén cai tu ly trong can phong phia
trudc kia. Ching ¢ 1y %}[ ca,’
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“Chac 1a ké nio d6 khoai pha phach,”
Barney noi vé nghiém trang.

Simon chiam rdi, “Chung chic phai giy
ra tieng dong am 1 lam. Vay ma sao
khong ai b1 danh thirc day nhi?”

“Minh céch dén hai tng kia ma,” Barney
noi. “Anh khong thé nghe thay gi khi o tit
trén ay. Em cam thdy khoai vu ndy roi
day, bi hiém that.”

“Chj chang thdy c6 gi hay ho ca,” Jane
run run. “Cu thir nghi ma xem, ¢6 ké nao
d6 lung suc khip dudi nay ca dém trong
khi minh van ngt ngon lanh trén gac. Chi

https://thuviersach.vn



nghi thé chi da son gai 6c 1én 161.”

b

“Pung c¢6 ma ngdc thé, chic chin phai
co ké nao do. Hay may nghi tat ca nhiing
cuon sach kia tu nhay khoi gia?”

“Ciing chang nhat thiét phai 1a ngudi. Co
thé 1a mot giéng ma dac biét nao do chi
thich ném do vat di lung tung cho suéng
chang han. M6t con yéu... yéu quai...”

“Yéu tinh,” bd lo dang nhic. B4 dang
mo tat ca nhitng tu dung d6 bac dé xem
11@11 €O mat &l hay khon%%ps://thuviensach.vn



“Pung roi déy a. Mot loai yéu tinh nao
do.”

“Nay, ba Palk bao ng61 nha nay bi ma d4m
day,” Jane thi thao. “Eo 61.”

Moi ngudi tron mit nhin nhau rdi bat
chot rung minh.

Me bdng ¢ dau hién ra ngay trudc cua,
cat tiéng n6i 1am moi nguoi giat minh:
“Nay, néu thé thi day 1a mdt con ma di
gidy dé kép dau tién ma me thiy day.
Dick, anh ra day ma xem nay.”

B6 dung thang day theo me di ra r1pvlg]ia
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bép, bon tré con bam sat sau got. Me chi
tay, khong nd1 mot 161 nao.

Hai ctra s6 bép déu mo tung, cira to ngay
phia trén bon rira bat, ctra nhd phia trén
cua to; ca cira ra vao cling mo toang.
Trén mat ban lat gach tréng bén canh bon
rira ¢6 dau vét mo mo nhung khong thé
nhidm 1an dugc cua mdt diu chan. Mot
dau chan to véi vét chéo ngang dé giay;
trén ngudng cira so ciing ¢ dau vét chéo
nhu vay.

“Ky that!”

“Con ma cua cac con day roi,” bo reo

1én nhung trong vé mat lai chang c6 chut
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gi la vui veé.

ROi bd voi quay lai phia ching. “Nao, di
thoi, tit ca cac con, di 1én gic va thay
quan 40 mau. Cac con da thiy hét cai can
thay roi ddy. Khong” - bd xua tay véi 1i
tré dang bat dau phan doi kich liét. -
“Pay khong phai 1a tro choi, cuc ky
nghiém trong ddy. Chung ta s& phai goi
canh sat va b khong muén cac con cham
vao bat ky thtr gi trude khi canh sat dén.
Di nao!”

B6 1én giong cho thdy moi tranh cdi dén
day la cham dut. Simon, Jane va Barney
mién cudng 1€ budce ra khoi bép, di doc

theo hanh lang, ro1 dl’mf% sting lai dudi
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chin cdu thang, nhin 1én. Ong Merry
dang ning nhoc budc xubng ciu thang
trong bd pyjama do choe, dam tdéc bac
ctia Ong dung ding hét ca.

Ong ngap mot cai rd to va dui mat vé boi
roi. “Khong dugc,” ong lau bau trong
miéng. “Khong thé hiéu duogc... ngd mé
mét... ki la chua ting thiy...” Ong bat
gip cai nhin ctia bon tré. “Chuc budi
sang tot 1anh,” 6ng ndi vé nghiém trang,
ctr nhu thé ong dang an mic hét sitc
chinh t& vay. “Khong hiéu sao sang nay
ngudi 6ng ctr mu di, ma huyén nio am i
gi dudi ndy vong 1én tan trén gac roi
chur. C6 chuyén gi chang?”
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!

“Chung ta bi trém...!I” Simon bat dau ké,
nhung bd d3 tir bép sai chan budc theo
ching va vo tay. “Di ndo, di ndo, b6 da
bao tat ca di 1én va thay quéan 4o... Oi tdt
qua, cha day r6i, cha Merry. P xdy ra
mot viéc ky la hét strc...” Bb liéc xéo
bon tré va ca bon vi vang chay lén gac.

Sau bira sang, canh sat tir St Austell mo1
dén: mdt vién trung si trong ran chic,
mat mui héng hao, va mdt anh canh sat
tré mang lang nhang theo sau nhu cai
bong cam lang. Simon hao hic doi
nhitng cdu hoi sot sang vé viéc nd da
phat hién duoc vu trom ra sao.it nhat, no
lo dénh ty nhd, minh ciing s& duoc viét

mot ban tuong trinh. NoO cﬁnfg kh()ng]biét
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chic tuong trinh c6 nghia 1a gi, nghe thi
cling quen quen va cd vé rat quan trong.

Nhung vién trung si chi hoi nd, chit
giong Cornwall am ap dan tung chi:
“Chau xudng day dau tién hu?”

“Vang, dang thé.”
“Pa dong vao cai gi chua?”

“Chua, chua dong vao cai gi dau a. A,
chau c6 nan thang cai phong vil biéu. No
hoi bi léch.” Nhin qua déng hdn don,
Simon chgt nghi cau nay cua minh that la
ngd ngan.
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“A, thé co nghe thiy gi khong?”
“Khong a.”

“Moi th@ déu nhu binh thudng hir, trir
nhirng cho b1 x4o tron ra hu?”

“Vang, dang vay.”

“A,” vién trung si dap. Ong ta toét miéng
cudi voi Simon dang néng rudt nhap
nhém trén mép ghé. “Xong roi, lan ldy
chi thé théi.”

“Q,” Simon xep 1ép nhu mot qua bong xi
hoti. “Theé thoi a?”
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“Chac 1a vay,” vién trung si binh than
ndi, tay giat chiéc 4o xudng ngang that
lung béo map. “Lao, thua ong,” ong ta
noi voi bd, “licu chiing ta c6 thé xem qua
vét chan ma 6ng /6i 1a 6ng da phat hién

2

ra...

“Vang, tat nhién rdi.” BS dian ho di
xudng bép. Bon tré kéo nhau di theo, 1ap
16 nhin trom qua ctra. Vién trung si dung
dung ngd vét chin mot 1at roi ndi voi anh
chang canh sat cam lang, “Gio thi ghi lai
k§ ddu vét lay nhé, cau George,” va ning
nhoc quay tré lai déng ngdn ngang trong
phong khach.

“Ong 16i 1a hinh nhu khong mit gi phai
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khong?”

“A, ciing kho c6 thé ndi chinh xac dugc,
ngdi nha ndy ching t6i thué ma,” bd tra
16i. “Nhung hinh nhu khong mat cai gi
dang gia ca. P6 bac van con nguyén, ma
cling chang c6 gi nhiéu. Cai cip kia
chang han, 6ng thiy day, khong hé bi
d6ng dén. Ma hinh nhu ching chi dén tim
sach thi phai, ma cai d6 thi 61 khong thé
biét chic dugc. Co thé dung 1a di mat
cai gi d6 ma ching t6i khong biét.”

“Pich thuc 1a mot canh hdon loan.” Vién
trung s cui xudng mot cach kho khan va
nhat 1én mdt quyén sach. Mot 16p mang

nhén mong den si dinh lén dau nhiing
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trang sach. “Rét co, nhu’ng cubn sach lay
- rat ¢ gia tri, co thé lam Ong ta kha
giau, 6ng thuyén trudng 4y, toi tin 1a nhu
vay.”

“Toi c¢6 ¥ kién dugc khong, thua ong
trung si...” Ong Merry rut re 1én tiéng tur
mé bén kia.

“Gi thé, Gido Su?” Trén bo mit hong
hao diac nong dan cua vién trung s hién
1én mot nu cuodi twoi tin khi nhin thdy
Ong Merry; ngay ca ong ta co vé ciing
biét r6 Ong Merry, that khong hiéu noi.

“To1 khong co co hoi dé xem xét ky, vi
hau hét cac tu sach déu bi khoa. Nhung
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t6i ¢o thé ndi rang rét it sich trong ngdi
nha ndy cé gia tri, nhat 13 v6i cac nha
budn. Ching c6 cudn nio dang gia quéa
vai bang.”

“Lyc cuoi that. Hinh nhu chung tim cai
gi 46 day chir... dy, nhin day lay.” Vién
trung si gat miy to gidy roi tring ca san
nha ra va ho thdy mot déng khung tranh
rong.

“P4y 1a nhitng khung tranh treo & sanh,”
Simon bat ra ngay. “Cai khung ma vang
day vét 16i 16m 1a dé treo tim ban do
trén dau cau thang.”

“Hum. Chang con ban do lao ca. Bi 16t
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hét rdi. Nhung t6i vaAn dam c4 rang chung
ta s& thay /6 & ddu d6 trong dong 16n xon
layth61.” Vién trung si dung di di got
chan, nhin nhitng t sdch méo méd va
d6ng sach trén san voi vé ai ngai. Ong ta
x0a xoa mot cai nit bac sang 16a trén 4o
vé nghi ngoi rdi cudi cung quay lai phia
bb vé ca quyét. “Chang qua la bon con
d6 chuyén di quiy pha thoi, tdi cho 1a
vay, thua 6ng. Chang c6 mot cach giai
thich /ao khac ca. Mac du & khu vuc lay
hiém khi xay ra may chuyén d6.”

“A,” anh canh sat tré kéu 1én tiéc ré va
ngay 1ap tirc d6 mat 1€én, boi réi nhin
xuong chan.
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Vién trung si mim cudi twoi tin v6i anh
ta. “Co ai d6 cam Ong thuyén trudng, toi
dam chic 13 nhu vay, va ching xoay sang
tra thu dam dd dac cua 6ng dy. CO thé
mot hai ngudi quanh day khong wa ong
ay, ong ay 1a cao gia ky cuc lam. Co phai
vay khong, Gido Su?”

“Anh goi ong ay nhu thé cing dugc,”
Ong Merry tra 16i cho qua chuyén. Ong
dimg nhin vién trung si, trdn cau lai vé
kho hiéu.

“O mot loi nhd nhu Trewissick thi dot
nhap vao nha cling cha kho lam,” vién
trung si nodi. “Vi chang ai nghi chuyén do

s€ xay ra,/én ho déu dé cuira sO mo... the
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to1 hom qua ong c6 dong ctra khong, bac
si Drew?”

“C¢, Iac nao toi1 cling dong, ca ctra trudc
va cira sau.” BO gii dau. “Toi thé 1a
chang con cai ctra s0 ndo & tang dudi dé
mo cd, nhung to61 cling phai thi nhan la
toi da khong di mot vong dé kiém tra.”

“U, chac 1a khong r6i, 6ng dau co nghi
s& xay ra chuyén lay... toi cling thiy roi
tinh chang hiéu tai sao ké ndo do lai
muon liéu mot phen, chi quiy phia mot
loi xong roi chang lay di cai gi ca. Gio
t6i mudn xem lai vét chan d6 mot lan
lita...” Ong ta di ra khoi phong,

https://thuviensach.vn



Simon vay tay ra hiéu cho Jane va
Barney ¢ lai. “Coén dd a,” n6 tu ly ndi.
N6 nhit mot cudn sach dang Gp sap xoc
xéch trén tham 1én va nhe nhang gap lai.

“Nghe c6 vé khong hop 1y 1dm,” Jane
noi. “Ching pha phach tan tanh qua. Tt
ca cac ngan kéo déu bi md va moi cubn
sach déu bi 1ay xudng.”

“Va moi tim ban d6 déu bi thdo ra khoi
khung,” Barney tiép 10i. “Nhung chi 1a
ban do thoi, anh c6 thiy khong? Chang
c6 mot burc tranh nao ca.”

“May tén trom chic dang tim kiém mot

cai gi d0.”
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“Va ching di khap nha bai vi chiing van
chua timra.”

“Co 1€ 1a cai d6 khong & dudi nha,”
Simon chdm rai noi.

“O, nhung n6 ciling khong thé cd & trén
gac duogc.”

“Lam sao ma chi biét duoc?”

“Pung ¢6 ma ngoc thé chir, trén gac lam
gi ¢6 cai gi, c6 mo1 bon minh thoéi.”

“Khong c6 that khong?”
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“O thi...” Jane 4m O, va bdng nhién ca ba
da nhin nhau hét hoang. Chiing quay
ngoit lao ra khoi phong va chay lén cau
thang, dén phong ngu ting hai, noi c6 céi
t1 dd s6 dung chan gitta giudng nga cua
Simon va cua Barney.

Simon v§i vang kéo mdt cai ghé lai va
nhay 1€n quo tay trén noc tu. Mat n6 than
ra hoang hot. “Mat ro1!”

Mot sy im ldng dédng so trum 1€n mot
lac. Roi bdng Jane ngdi phich xudng
giuong cua Barney cuoi rinh rich mai
khong thoi.

“Tho1 ngay!” Simon quat 1én, n e idn.
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hét giong noi day uy quyén ciia bo.

“Em xin 101... khong sao ¢4, vi n6 da mat
dau,” Jane c6 gang ndi yeu ot. “No dang
¢ trén givdng cua em.”

“Trén givong cua may?”

“Vang, em da 1y n6 xudng. Gid nd van
con & d6. Em quén khudy di mat.” Jane
1ap bap néi roi co tran tinh trd lai. “Khi
dén nha cha xt, em khong muén mang nd
theo nén em phai gidu di dau do trong
phong. Vi vdy em nhét xuéng ga trai
givong. D6 13 noi gan nhat. T6i hom qua
em quén mat 1a em dé nd & d(’) nén em d1
ngil ma chang nhé gi ca. Pi n
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Phong ngii phia trude tran ngdp anh nang,
va qua clra sO bién xanh lap lanh vui
twoi nhu thé chiang gi c6 thé khudy dong
thé gidi nay vay. Jane giat manh tim ga
trai giwdng nhau nat va bon tré nhin thay
trong goc cudi giuong 1a cai hop dung
kinh vién vong.

Ching ngdi thanh mot hang trén thanh
giuong va Jane mo cai hop ra trong long.
Tat ca im lang nhin cai h1nh try rong
quen thudc c6 tim ban do co & bén trong
va thiy nhe nhdm ca ngudi.

“May dura co6 thay day la noi an toan bac
nhat khong?” Simon gl%ﬁém nghi noi.
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“Bon ching chic da tim khip moi noi
nhung ching khong thé tim trén giuong
cua Jane ma khong danh thirc em day
duoc.”

“Chi khong nghi 1a bon chung da di Ién
phong chi dé tim hay sao?” Mat Barney
tai nhot di.

“Bon chiing c6 thé da tim khap moi noi1.”

“Oi, chuyén nay that 13 ngd ngan.” Jane
lac dau lam cai dudi toc clia em vung
vay cit nhu thé mudn day moi thtr ra khoi
dau vay. “Lam thé ndo bon chung biét
dugc vé ban viét co nay co chi? Bon

minh tim thay né trén tdng ap mai, ro
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rang dd bi gidu biét di hang bao nim troi
nay roi. Co khi hang thé ky nay chang co
ai 1én tang ap mai d6 Ay chu - nhd lai
dam bui trén cau thang ma xem.”

“Anh khong biét,” Simon néi. “Co qua
nhiéu chuyén anh chang hiéu ndi. Anh chi
biét 1a anh thiy ban viét c6 d6 c6 gi la la
ké tir lac Jane nodi cai ong cha xa do
bdng t6 ra phan khich khi nhin thiy ban
sao cua tim ban d.”

Jane nhtn vai. “Lam sao cha xu lai c6
thé 1a ngu:cn xau duoc. Ma ong ta cling
chang biét chut xiu g vé ban viét co ca.
Ong ta co hoi mot vai cau nhung em nghi

don gian 1a 6ng dy chi tO md ma thoi.”
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“Cho chat,” Barney cham rai néi. “Em
vira nhd ra mét viéc. Con mdt nguoi
khac cling da hoi han. La cha Withers,
trén thuyén, ngay hdm qua, khi em dang &
dudi cabin lay do an trua cing chu ay.
Pau tién cha ké rat nhiéu chuyén ky la vé
Ngoi nha Xam, roi ¢t bao em hiy ké cho
chi nghe xem bon minh ¢ nhin thdy cai
gi that co khong... bat ky”” - Barney nubt
nudc bot khan - “bat ky cudn sach co,
ban do ¢6 hodc 1a gidy to gi do...”

“Oi khong,” Simon kéu lén. “Khong phai
la chu ay chu!”

“Nhung du 1a ai di nira,” Barney ndi nho
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nhung ro rang, “thi o rang la chung dang
tim kiém ban viét ¢ nay, phai viy
khong?”

Ngoi d6 trong céi tinh mich cua Ngbi nha
Xam, ca ba dtra tré déu hiéu dung 1a nhu
vay.

“Chac 1a ching mudn c¢6 nd kinh khing
khiép.” Simon nhin xudng ban viét co.
“La cai phan c6 tim ban db ay, chinh nd
day. Bang cach nao d6 c6 ké di biét nd
dang & trong ngdi nha nay. Oi, woc gi
bon minh hiéu ban viét c6 ndy noi gi
nhi.”

“Nay,” Jane lén tién%tt vé nhit gtwet
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“minh phai néi cho bé me biét thoi.”

Simon vénh cam 1én. “Chang tich su gi
dau. Me s& chi lo cudng 1én thoi. Em
khong hiéu a, lac d6 bon minh s& chang
con léy mdt co hdi con con nao dé ty tim
hiéu n6 nita. Néu diing la n6 dan dén mot
kho bau bi mat thi sao?”

“Em chiang mudn tim thdy mot kho bau
dang ghét nao hét. Néu minh ctr tim thi
biét dau s& xay ra chuyén gi do rat kinh
khung.”

Barney quén ca so khi thdy c6 nguy co
quyén s¢ hiru cta n6é bt xam pham. “Gio
minh khong thé n6i cho bat ky ai khac
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biet dugc. Chung minh 1a ngud1 tim ra
nd. Chinh em da tim ra, nén cudc san
lung nay phai la ctia em.”

“Em con qua nhé nén khong hiéu duoc
dau,” Jane lén giong ba chi. “Ching ta
phai néi cho ai d6 biét... B4 chang han,
hoac 1a canh sat. Béy em xem,” em budn
rau noi thém. “Sau sy kién tdi hém qua,
nhat dinh ching ta phai 1am céi gi d6
chi.”

“Céac con oi!” Tiéng me vang lén rat gan
tir phia cau thang ngoai cira phc‘)ng Bon
tré bi bat ngo nhay dung lén luong cuong,
Simon voi gidu hop dung ban viét co ra

sau lung.
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(CMe a?”

“A, cic con day roi.” Me hién ra trén
ngudng cira, trong van con lo lang. “Ca
budi sang nay ngdi nha sé& bi xao tung 1én
day - cac con c6 muon di boi khong, roi
quay vé nhd #n troa muén mot chut -
khoang mdt gid rudi nhé? Chiéu nay Ong
Merry mudn dua cac con di dao day.”

“DPugc me a,” Simon dap, va me lai
quay di.

“Dung ro1!” Barney dam manh vao chiéc
g01 reo lén, giong sung sudng va nhe

nhom han. “Pung 161, tai sao minh lai
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khong nghi ra nhi? Bon minh c6 thé noi
vo1 mot ngud1 ma moi viéc van tot dep.
Bon minh ¢6 thé n61 voi Ong Merry!”
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CHUONG 6

“Di nao,” Ong Merry vira noi vira sai
budc xudng dudi ddi vé phia bén cang.
“Budi chiéu hom nay ma di bo s& rét
tuyét day. Thé bay gio cac chau thich di
dau nao?”

“Pén noi ndo that ving vé dy a.”

“Pén no1 nao cach day hang dam ay a.”

“DPén noi nao ma ching ta co6 thé nodi
chuyén riéng dugc ay a.”

Ong Merry nhin xuéng 86 ¢/ f°Khtidn



mit cang thang ndy sang khudn mit cing
thang khac. Nhung vé mit binh than dimng
dung ctia dng van khong thay doi va ong
chi tra 161 ngan gon, “Puoc thdi,” roi sai
budc dai hon dén ndi bon tré phai chay
mdi theo kip. Ong khong héi gi, ma chi
im lang budc di. May 6ng chau leo qua
con phd nhé ngodn ngoéo bén canh bén
cang ddi dién v6i Pinh Kemare va Ngoi
nha Xam, men theo con duong doc mom
da nhd ra bién, qua nhitng can nha cubi
lang nim rai rac, cho dén khi mot dai
xanh tim hung vi cua miii dat déi dién
hién ra trudc mat ho.

Bon 6ng chau i ach leo 1én doc, vuot qua

nhirng bui cay thach nam va cay kim tuéc
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day gai, qua nhirng tang d4 xam gb ghé,
loang 16 nhitng mang vang cta dam dia y
dang nam phoi trong ning gi6. Khi &
dudi bén cang thi chang c6 1y mot hoi
gi6 ndo, nhung ¢ day gio thoi 16ng 1ong
bén tai ho.

“Oi troi oi,” Barney dung lai, quay ra
phia ngoai, nhin xudng va reo 1én: “Xem
kia!” Moi nguoi quay dau nhin theo
huéng nd chi va thiy bén cang xa tit ¢
phia dudi con Ngbi nha Xam thi nhé xiu
trén con duong manh nhu mot sogi chi to.
M4y 6ng chdu di ding cao hon ca mii
dat noi ho ¢, vady ma suon dbc da 1om
chom phia trén van tiép tuc vuon dén tan
tro1 xanh.
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Ho quay di va tiép tuc tréo 1én ddc, cubi
cung thi ciing 1én dugc dinh cao nhit ciia
mili dat, phia dudi, mép song trai dai twa
nhu mot tim ban d6 séng dong & hai bén,
va phia sau d6 13 mat bién xanh ménh
mong. Co6 mot tang da granite nam
nghiéng nhung nho cao hon tit ca nhitng
tang d4 khac trén duong ho tr¢o 1én, va
Ong Merry ngoi dua lung xudng d6, doi
chan co 1én vira dai vira khiang khiu dudi
16p quan nhung ké mau ndu bay 1t phat.
Bon tré¢ ding xim lai, nhin xuéng. Dai
dat trudc mat ching trong la hodc; mot
thé gigi tinh mich va huyén bi véi nhitng
dinh ddi nho va nhimg thung ling vo

hinh, mau sac cua chﬁnfg hoa quyén vao
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nhau trong hoi ndbng mo 4o cua mua he.
“Hic incipit regnum Logri...” Ong
Merry né1, mat nhin ra xa cung ba dua
tré, cr nhu 6ng dang doc nhitng dong chir
khac ¢ dau do vay.

“Thé ¢6 nghia 13 gi ha 6ng?”

“Noi day bat dau Vuong Qudc Lorges...
Nao, ba chau, lai day va ngdi xuong.”

Ching qudy quan ngdi xudéng canh dng,
thanh mdt vong ban nguy¢t phia trudc
tang da 16n. Ong Merry ngdm bon tré tia
nhu mot vi vua ngu trén ngai vang

“Nao,” ong nhe nhanF% hoi, “a1 sé la
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nguoi nd1 cho ong nghe dang c6 chuyén
gi?”

Trong bau khong khi yén tinh chi c6 tiéng
gi6 thoi vi vu, Jane va Barney cung nhin
vé phia Simon. “Da, doé 1a vé bon trom
a,” no ngdp ngung ndéi. “Chiang chau s¢
1a...” va thé roi cd ba dira bat dau tranh
nhau ké véi 6ng.

“T6i hém no khi c¢6 Withers dén choi co
ay cir hoi bon chau vé Ngoi nha Xam, va
liéu rang bon chau c6 tim thiy cai gi
khong.”

“Trén thuyén chu Withers cling vay, chi

ay cu hoi chau ve nhﬁ’nﬁ uyén sach c0.”
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“Pém qua 4y, du 13 ai di ching nita thi rd
rang bon chung chi luc 191 dong sach va
nhitng tam ban do co thoi...”

“.. chung dang tim kiém tdm ban do day,
chac bon chiung da...”

.. chi vi bon ching khong biét phal t1m
o dau thoi, va ching khong biét rang
chiing chau dang gitt n6 r61.”

“Gia su 1l ay ma biét bon chau c6 no thi
chung s€ bam theo bon chau lién...”

Ong Merry gio mét canh tay 1én, nhung

ca ngudi Ong van bat dong. Cam Ong
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nghéch 18én. Trong 6ng c6 vé nhu dang
chd doi mot diéu gi d6. “Tur tir dd ndo,”
ong noi. “Néu dung cic chau di tim thdy
thir gi d6 trong Ngdi nha Xam thi no la
cai gi vay?”

Simon s& soang bén trong bald. N6 lay
hop kinh vién vong ra va dua cudn glay
cho Ong Merry. “Ching chau tim thay
cai nay.”

Khong n6i mot 101, Ong Merry cam lay
cudn gidy va tir tir trai ra trén dau gbi.
Ong yén lang sam soi tim da mot lac 1au,
va bon tré ¢ thé thdy mat ong dang di
chuyén theo nhiing con chir.
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Con gi6 trén mii dit khe kh& rén ri
quanh miy 6ng chau, va mic du lac bon
tré quan sat thi vé mit Ong Merry chrfmg
may may thay d6i, bong nhién ching hiéu
ra rang mot cam xic manh liét nao day
dang trao 1én trong long 6ng. Nhu mot
ludng dién, nd phong qua khong khi, vira
phan khich vira dang so; mic du chung
khong thé hiéu dugc do 1a cam xtc gi.
Cudi cung rdi 6ng ciing ngang dau 1én,
phong tAm mit bao quat nhitng ngon d6i
ving Cornwall trai dai ¢ dang xa; va ong
thd phao mot hoi that dai nhu da giti sach
duoc mo1 mudn phién cua ca nhan gian.

“Cac chau tim thay n6 ¢ dau vay?” ong

hoi1, va bon tré giat minh trugce §1 n01
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nhe nhang quen thudc, nhu thé giong nodi
ay da kéo chung ra khdi mot thir bua mé.

“Trén gac xép a.”

“Cod mot cai gac xép rong lam, day bui
bam va linh kinh do dac, ching chau da
tim thdy canh ctra ddng sau ti quin 4o
trong phong, va c6 mdt thang gic dé di
1én d6.”

“Chau tim thdy n6 day a,” Barney lanh
chanh. “Chau vut cai 161 tdo di, nhung
lai phai tim nhat lén vi s¢ dam chudt bo
ra, va chau da ngiu nhién tim thdy ban
viét co nay trong mot hbc nho bén dudi

san nha.” ,
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“NO6 la cai gi, ha ong Gumerry?”
“No6 viet gi a?”
“NOo rat rat co phai khong ong?”

“N6 c6 quan trong khong a? Co6 phai nd
vi€t vé kho bau bi mat khong a?”

“Ciing gan nhu vay,” Ong Merry tra 101.
Po6i mit 6ng nhu md di, khong tap trung
vao mot diém nao nhat dinh, nhung khoe
miéng 6ng giat giat. Khong hiéu sao, du
khong cudi, trong dng van vui suéng hon
bao gid hét. Jane nhin 6ng ngdm nghi:

binh thuong khuén mat ong luc nao ciing
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budn b3, thé nén bay gio trong ong moi
khac dén the.

Ong dat tAm ban do ¢ vao 1ong, nhin di
nhin lai tir Jane sang Simon roi dén
Barney. Dudng nhu 6ng dang tim tir dé
giai thich cho bon chung.

“Cac chau da tim thay mot thr ¢6 1€ con
quan trong hon cac chau tudng rat
nhiéu,” cudi cung 6ng cling noi.

Chung chim cha nhin 6ng. Ong Merry lai
dua mat vé phia nhitng qua doi.

“Céac chau c6 nhd nhiing cau chuyén co

tich ma cac chau da duoc nghe ké khi
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con nhé khong - ‘ngay xira ngay xua...’
Céc chau co6 biét tai sao cac cau chuyén
luén dugc bat dau nhu thé khong?”

“Bé1 vi nhitng cau chuyén d6 khéng co
that,” Simon nhanh nhau tra 1061.

Bi 16i cubn boi su huyén hoac cua mui
dét cao héo lanh éy, Jane no1, “Co 1€ do
chung da tung 1a chuyén that, nhung
khong con ai nhé ro 1a khi nao nita.”

Ong Merry quay vé phia Jane, mim cuoi.
“Dung roi day Ngay Xura ngay Xxua..

cach ddy da 1au 1am rdi... nhitng diéu do
c6 the da xay ra, nhung duogc ke di ke lai

nhiéu qua dén ndi khong con ai biét
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chinh x4c nita. Va an sdu dang sau nhitng
gi moi ngudi thém thit vao, nhitng thanh
kiém than hay nhitng cay dén than, tat ca
déu nodi 1én mot diéu - ngudi anh hung
thién chéng lai tén khéng 16, mu phu thuy
hay 13 6ng bac xdu xa. Cai thién chdng
lai cai 4c. Thién than chong lai quy dit.”

“Nhu truyén Co be Lo lem 6ng nhi.”
“Nhu truyén Aladdin.”

“Truyén Jack Nguoi tiéu diét Ga khong
16.”

“Va tit ca nhu:ng truyén khac nira.’ Ong

lai nhin xudng, nhitng n%on tay vudt vudt
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cai mép cong Ién cua tam gidy da “Cac
chau c6 biét ban viét co nay néi vé céi gi
khong?”

“Vé vua Arthur a,” Barney tra 101 ngay.
“Va vua Mark nira. Anh Simon da doc
dugc nhitng tén do, bang tiéng Latinh.”

“Thé cac chau biét gi vé vua Arthur
nao?”’

Barney khodi chi nhin cac khan gia bat
dac di cua minh, hit mot hoi that dai dé
chuan bi tudn ra hang trang, nhung khong
hiéu sao tu nhién n6 lai lap bip: “A, o...
ngai 13 vua nudc Anh, ngii c6 rat nhiéu
hiép si phung su cho ngal trong HO1 Ban
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Tron, vi du nhu Lancelot, Galahad, Kay
va cac hiép si khac nira. Ho tham gia vao
nhﬁ’ng tran dau thuong trén ngua va ciru
song nhiéu nguoi tir tay nhu:ng hlep si
Xau xa. Va vua Arthur di chién thang
trong tit ca cac tran dau v6i thanh kiém
Excalibur ctia minh. Chau nghi d6 chinh
14 cudc chién cta cai thién chéng lai cai
ac, nhu trong cac cau chuyén cb tich 6ng
vira n6i ddy a. Chi c6 diéu nha vua 13 ¢
that thoi.”

Nu cudi lang 1& day vé hai long ciia Ong
Merry lai mot lan nita hi¢n Ién. “Va
Arthur lam vua nuéc Anh khi nao?”

“Da...” Barney lo dan }S)//thzw hay ban
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tay. “Cach day da 1au lam roi...”

‘... giéng nhu trong truyén cb tich ay,”
Jane n6i nét hd nd. “Chi hiéu rdi. Nhung
ong Gumerry o1, o6ng dang dinh noi1 gi
vo1 bon chau a? Co phai vua Arthur cling
chi 1a truyén thuyét théi khong a?”

“Khong phai!” Barney ttrc t6i phan béc.

“Pung roi day,” Ong Merry noi. “Vua
Arthur 1a nguoi co that. Nhung chuyén
tuong tu lai Xay ra, cac chau thay khéng -
nha vua da song cach day qua xa den noi
gio chiang con chimg ctr gi vé sy ton tai
cua ngai nita. Va vi vay nha vua chi con

13 mot cdu chuyén, mot huyén thoai ma
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tho1.”

Simon man mé nghich quai bald. “Nhung
chau van chua hi€u ban viét ¢ nay thi co
dinh dang gi cha.”

Nhitng con gié tir miii dat thoi tung mai
toc bac ciia Ong Merry dang in hinh trén
nén troi, va khi ong nhin xudng, trong
ong day vé nghiém trang va uy nghi.

“Hay kién nhin mot chut. Va liang nghe
cho k¥ day, vi c6 thé cac chau s€ thay
cau chuyén nay kha 1a kho hiéu day.

“Trude tién, cac chau da nghe ong ké vé
Logres ro1 phai khong. D6 1a mot cai tén
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co cua vung dat ndy, cach day hang nghin
nam; trong nhitng ngdy d6, cudc chién
gifta cai thién va cai ac dién ra quyét liét
va cong khai hon bay gid nhiéu. Cudc
chién 4y luon dién ra ¢ quanh chung ta,
gidng nhu hai d6i quin dang chién dau
trén chién truong vay. C6 lac dudng nhu
bén nay gianh loi thé, co luc lai 13 bén
kia, nhung nodi chung ching c6 bén nao
gianh thang loi tuyét d6i. Va s& ching
bao gid co chién thiang,” 6ng ha giong
nhu néi véi chinh minh, “vi trong moi
con ngudi ching ta déu c6 ca cai thién
va cai ac.

“Po1 khi, qua nhiéu thé ky, cudc chién

nghin do1 nay di dén hoi1 gay can. Cai ac
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tr& nén 1én manh va gan nhu chién thing,
Nhung cung lac trén thé gigi ludn xuit
hién mdt ngudi chi huy, mot con ngudi vi
dai, d6i khi con hon cd mdt con nguoi,
dan dat cai thién gianh giat lai dat dai va
nhitng con ngudi twong nhu di mat.”

“Do 1a vua Arthur,” Barney chen vao.

“Vua Arthur 1a mét trong nhitng nguoi
d6,” Ong Merry néi. “Ngai da chién dau
chong lai nhiing ké muon chiém lay
Lorges, nhitng ké da cudp boc, tan sat va
phia v& moi quy luit ciia cudc chién.
Ngai 1a mot ngwo1 nhan tir va manh mée,
ngay do ai a1 cling tin tuong ngal tuyét

ddi. V&i niém tin vitng chéc ay hau
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thu?m, quyén lyc vua Arthur 16n v6 cling
- dén ndi trong nhu’ng cau chuyén vé sau,
nguoi ta don rang ngai duoc phép than
gitp stc. Nhung phép than chi 1a mot
cach néi ma thoi.”

“Chau doan 1a ngai di khong chién
thang,” Jane ndi, ca quyét mot cach bat
ngd, “khdng thi tir bdy dén nay da ching
xay ra chién tranh nita roi.”

“Dlng, ngai di khong chién théng,’
giong Ong Merry nghe nhu xa dan, va
ngay ca trong anh nang chiéu ryc 13, theo
mdi 101 thdt ra ong lai cang trd nén tach
biét hon, ¢6 xwa hon tya nhu ting da sau

lung ong, tira nhu thé %}0’1 xa ldc ma ong
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dang no1 dén vay.

“Nha vua khong bi danh bai hoan toan
nhung ngai ciing khong thing loi hoan
toan. Chinh vi thé cudc chién gitta céi
thién va cai 4c van khong nging tiép
dién ké tir ngdy d6. Nhung céi thién da
trd nén lung tang, va tr thoi xar Logres
co dai, cai thién cd géng khéi phuc strc
manh do vua Arthur truyén lai. Nhung
chura bao gid 1am duoc. Qua nhiéu thi
da bi lang quén.

“Nhung nhitng ngudi con nhé dén thé
giéi xa xua van tiép tuc sin lung cai bi
mat dy tir bdy dén gid. Va con c6 mot thé
luc khac cling di san lun%) do 1a ke dich,
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nhirng ké doc ac vai trai tim gid lanh day
long tham, giong nhu nhitng ké ma vua
Arthur da chién dau chong lai.”

Ong Merry nhin ra xa xdm, mai dau ong
tac 1én bau troi nhu dau mot pho tuong
day kiéu hanh, c6 kinh hang nghin nim,
nhung van khong hé khac trude. “Ong
cling khong ngung san lung, ong noi.
“Tir rat, rat nhiéu nam roi.”

Pam tré trd mat nhin dng, voi 1ong kinh
trong pha chut s¢ hdi. Trong gidy 14t ong
tré nén la 1am, mot ngudi ma chiing chura
tirng quen biét. Trong 1ong Jane bdng day
lén mot cam giac ky la nhu Ong Merry

khong hé ton tai va s& bién mat néu
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chung thd manh hay cat tiéng.

Ong lai cui xudng nhin dam tré. “Ong
vira moi biét duoc rang khu vuc ndy cua
Cornwall c¢6 thtr ma 6ng da cb cong tim
kiém,” 6ng noi tiép. “Ong chi khong biét
rang chinh miy dra tré cac chau lai 1a
nguol phat hién ra nd. Va 6ng ciling
khong biét cac chau dang ty dit minh vao
hoan canh nguy hiém gi day.”

“Nguy hiém a?” Simon nghi ngo.

“Vo cung nguy hiém,” Ong Merry dap,
nhin thang vao nd. Simon nudt nudc bot
mot cach kho khan. “Tam ban do c6 nay,

Simon a, da day tat ca cac chau vao gilra
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tran chién. O, sé khong c6 ai thoc dao
vao lung cac chiau dau - muu moé cua
chiing xao quyét hon thé nhiéu. Va ciing
nhiéu kha nang thanh cong hon.” Ong lai
ngd xubéng tim ban do cb 1an nira. “Pay,”
ong noi, giong binh than hon, “chi 1a mdt
ban sao.”

“Mot ban sao a?” Barney thac mac.
“Trong nd cti ky thé co ma.”

“U, dung thé, ding 1a n6 rat c6. No da

cO cach day chung sau trdam ndm. Nhung

no chi 1a mot ban sao tr mdt cai gi do

thdm chi con c¢6 hon nhiéu - dugc viét

cach day hon chin tram nam roi. Poan

dau tién dugc viét ban%t /%Latinh.”
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“Thay chua, em da bdo ma,” Jane noi vé
tu dac.

Simon tré moi. “U, thi anh cting da dich
dugc mot it, dang khong nao? Mac du
khong duoc nhiéu 1dm,” N6 thi nhan véi
Ong Merry. “Chau khong sao nhan ra tir
nao vaéi tir nao ca.”

“Ong khéng nghi chau c6 thé doc duoc.
bay la tleng Latinh thoi Trung co, khong
giong nhu tiéng Latinh ma cac chau hoc
& truong... n6 do mot thdy tu viét ra,
ngudi ndy chic chin di ting séng quanh
day, va ong nghi chic khoang séu tram

nam trudc, mac du khong tha \gay
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thang gi. Pai khai 6ng ay V1et rang nguo1
ta da tim thay mot ban viét co cua nguoi
Anh & gan tu vién cua Ong. Ong ta noi
ban viét d6 ké vé mot truyén thuyét co
Xua tho1 vua Mark va vua Arthur, va
rang ong ta da 520 chép lai cau chuyen
dé phong khi bi mat vi ban viét gbc sap
nat ra trng manh. Ong ta nd1 Ong ta cling
chép lai mot ban d6 di kém theo ban viét
d6. Tat ca phan con lai dudi day 1a cau
chuyén ma ong ta da chép lai - va cac
chau co thé nhin thdy ca ban do & ngay
phia dudi.”

“Néu ban viét goc qua cli dén ndi suyt
rach nat ra tu céch déy sau tram nam

thi...” Barney stng sot noi.
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Simon hép tép cat ngang. “Ong Gumerry
a, ong co hiéu ban chép lai nay khong?
Do khong phai 1a tiéng Latinh phai khong
ong?”’

“U, khong phai dau,” Ong Merry tra 10i.
“P6 1a mot thir tiéng dia phuong trong hé
thong tiéng Anh so ky , loai ngdn
ngir ¢ duoc dung cach day nhiéu thé ky.
Nhung ban viét ndy dung loai rat co,
nhiéu tir 1a tiéng Cornwall c6, thim chi
c6 ca mdt sd tir tiéng Brittany nita. Ong
khong biét - nhung ong s& cb ging hét
stc dé doc. Co thé ong s€ dich nd ra
thanh mot tht tiéng Anh n rﬂ%he rat lung
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Ong chim chii xem lai ban viét c6 mot
lan nira. ROi 6ng bat dau doc bang mot
giong tram lang, xa xdm, thinh thoang lai
bi vép, luc luc lai phai ding lai gio ra
phia 4nh sang dé nhin cho rd, hay suy
nghi do dam ting tir. Bon tré ngdi cham
chi ling nghe, mic cho cai ndng cia
nang hat 1én mdt va nhimg con gié van
Xa0 xac bén tai.

“Toi viét diéu nay, dé khi thoi khic
diém, nguoi1 dugc lya chon s€ tim ra no.
Va toi dé no lai trong su che chd cua
manh dat cd xua ndy, manh dat co 18 s&
som khong con dau vét.
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“O dia hat Cornwall, vuong quéc cua
vua Mark, vao thoi ky xa xua ctia ong
cha t61, co6 mot hiép sT ky la tron chay vé
ph1a Tay H01 d6 rat nhiéu nguoi phal
lan tron vé phia Ty, khi vuong triéu cii
ro1 vao tay quan xam lugc va vua Arthur
that bai trong tran chién cubi cung. Boi
chi c6 & mién dat phia Tay ndy con
ngudi van ton thd Chua va luu gitt nhitng
gid tri ¢ xura.

“Vi hiép si ky la da dén ving ciia to tién
toi Ay tén 1a Bedwin, 6ng mang theo
minh niém hy vong cudi cing cta thanh
Logres, mot cai chén dugc lam theo

. [12]
khuén mau cua chén Thanh linh
thiéng, trén d6 ghi 1a1h%? A" nl??lcgh'\érﬁu



chuyén c6 that vé vua Arthur, nhirng cau
chuyén s€ nhanh chong bi lang quén trong
tAm tri ngudi doi. Mdi mot mat chén ké
vé mot thé luc xdu ma vua Arthur da
chién thrfmg vO1 strc manh Chua ban cho,
cho dén khi thé luc xau thing thé. Va mit
cudi cung 1a 101 nguyén va minh ching
vé su quay trd lai cua vua Arthur.

“Ong xem day, hiép si Bedwin d3 noéi
Vo1 ong cha toi, by gid nhitng thé luc
den t6i dang l4n 4t chung ta, va ching sé
con tiép tuc nhu thé lau dai qua stc
tuong tuong cua ching ta. Du vay, mot
khi cai chén ndy, vn 1a niém hy vong
cudi cung cua thé gidi xa xwa, khong bi

mat di, thi dén thoi diém chin mudi,
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Pendragon s& quay trd lai. Cudi cung, tat
ca s€ duogc binh an, thé luc den to1 s€ b1
danh dudi va khong bao gio trd lai duoc
nira.

“Va vi thé niém hy vong nay phai duoc
gilt gin, 6ng noi, ta trao nd cho o6ng, cho
con trai cua Ong, va con trai cua con trai
ong, cho toi khi ngdy d6 dén. Bdi vi ta
da bi thuong can ké cai chét sau tran
chién cudi cung, nén khong con co thé
lam gi hon dugc nira.

“Va chang bao l4u sau 6ng qua doi, va
nguoi ta chon ong trén bién khoi, dudi
da tham. O d6 6ng da yén nghi cho toi
ngay thiéng liéng Ay.
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“Va tr d6 chiéc chén Thanh dd duoc
giao cho to tién toi gitr gin, ho da canh
gitt n6 ¢ tai ving dat Cornwall, noi ma
con ngudi van tranh dau dé gilt gin
nhitng gia tri truyén thong, trong khi &
phia Pong, thé luc den tdi ngy cang tré
nén dong dao va ving dat Logres ngiy
cang u am. Vua Arthur da ra di, vua
Mark da bang ha va nhiing vi vua méi
khong dugc nhu cac bac tién bdi. Nam
thang cir qua di, nhiém vu gin gitt chén
Thanh di duoc truyén tir truong toc niy
sang trudng toc khac va cudi cung dén
lurot to1.

“Va tu khi cha to1 mat to1 da gitr nd sao
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cho an toan nhat ma t6i co thé, trong bi
mat va voi dac tin; nhung gio t61 da gia,
lai khong c6 ngudi ndi ddi, trong khi
nhitng thé luc den t6i nhit di tran dén
manh dat cua chung ta. Nhitng ké ngoai
dao x4u xa, nhitng ké da ting dén xam
lan vung dat phia Pong ngay trudc, tan
sat nguoi1 Anh va chiém dat dai cua ho,
nay dang tién vé phia T4y, va ching ta s&
chang con song yén binh duoc 14u nira.

“Thé luc den t6i tran vé Cornwall,
nhitng con tau 16n trudn tdi bo bién cua
ching ta, va tran chién dang dén gan, tran
chién s& dan téi tham bai cudi cung va
chim hét cho tat ca nhing gi ching ta d3

tung biet. Chang con mot nguoi nao dé
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nhan st ménh gitt gin chén Thanh nira,
bo1 vi dura con trai cua em t61 ma toi
hang yéu nhu con dé¢ di di theo phe
nhirng ké ngoai dao, roi dan chung vé
phia TAy nay. DPé tu ciru lay chinh minh
va bi mat vé chén Thanh ma chi nhiing
ngudi ¢d st ménh gilt gin nd6 mé1 dugce
biét, toi da phai chay trén giéng nhu vi
hiép si ky la Bedwin nam xua. Nhung
trén khip ving dat Logres nay khong con
noi trd an ndo nira, vi vay toi phai vuot
bién toi noi ma nguoi ta thuong nodi
ngudi Cornwall luén im dén mdi khi bi
de doa.

“Nhung chén Thanh khong thé roi xa

manh dat nay, ma phai dgi Pendragon,
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cho dén ngay thiéng liéng y.”

“Vi thé t6i phé thac noé cho manh dat nay,
trén bién khoi va dudi d4 thim; va toi s&
luu lai ddy nhitng dau hiéu dé nguoi
dugc lua chon, khi dén noi thich hop, c6
thé bict duge n6 nam ¢ dau: nhimg dau
hiéu khi 4n khi hién nhu:ng khong bao ity
mat. Piéu bi mat vé sit mang ay t01
khong thé viét ra ma s& mang theo xudng
mod. DU vdy ngudi tim thdy chiéc chén
Théanh ndy va c6 dugc nhimg 161 nhin
nhi khac cta t0i, nho thé, s& tu minh biét
duoc bi mat ay. Va doi véi nguoi do sé
la st ménh, 101 nguyén va bang ching,
rang vao thoi ctia ngu’éri iy Pendragon s&

uay tro lai. Ngay ay s€ chin kién mot
quay gay ay https://thuviensach.vn®



vung dat Logres méi, khong con bong
dang cua thé luyc den to1; khi thé gidi xa
xua s€ chi con lai nhu mét giac mo.”

Ong Merry ngirng doc; nhung bon tré van
ngdi im phing phic khong ndi mot 10i,
nhu thé tiéng ong van dang vang 1én. Cau
chuyén hop v6i dai dat xanh trai dai
dudi chan chung dén ndi ching tu:orng
nhu dang soOng trong tho1 xa xua ay
Ching nhu nhin thiy, tir duéi suon déc,
vi higp si ky la Bedwin cudi ngua tién
vé phia chiing, va ngoai khoi, nhitng con
tau 1én cua bon xam luge dang lan lat
phia bén kia mili d4 granite xdm xit voi
nhirng diém song tring xoa.
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Cu6i  cung Simon Ilén  tiéng:
“Pendragon la ai?”
“La vua Arthur,” Barney noi.

Jane khong ndi gi, ngdi tram tu suy nghi
vé ngudi Cornwall bat hanh da phai
vuot bién khoi roi bo manh dat dang bi
de doa clia ong ta. Em nhin Ong Merry.
Ong dang nhin v6 dinh xudng bién va
mili dat phia bén kia Trewissick, nhiing
nép nhin cing thing trén khudn mit 6ng
g0 gian ra thu thai va dam chiéu. “... khi
thé gidi xa xua,” 6ng 1am bam khe khé
nhu no1 vé1 chinh minh, “... s€ chi con
lai nhu mot gidc mo...”
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Simon dich lai gan, nép minh bén canh
ong, cham chd nhin vao ban viét c6 dang
dit trén dau gbi ong. “Néu vay thi ban do
ndy chic chan s& chi dudng dén chd gidu
chén Thanh. Thir tudng tuong xem, gia
sir chung ta tim dugc nd! Thé thi nghia 13
sao nhi?”

“La rat nhiéu ¥ nghia,” Ong Merry
nghiém nghi tra 161. “Nhung co6 1€ khong
tot dep hét dau.”

“Khong biét trong nd thé nio? Chén
Théanh 12 gi a?”

“Mot d6 dung dung nude ubng. Mot cai

coc dung ruou 1e. Mot loai chén. Nhung
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khong gidng mot cai chén thuong dau.”
Ong Merry nghiém mit nhin bon tré.
“Gid hidy nghe 6ng noéi day. Tam ban do
cic chau di tim thdy day s& chi cho
ching ta mot dau hiéu ma bao ngudi da
va dang tim kiém nhiéu thé ky nay. Ong
da noi rang ong ciing dang di tim kiém
n6. Nhung han cac chdu con nhé ong da
no1 l1a c6 nhirng ké khac ciling dang tim
kiém nd - d6 1a phe dich, tam goi thé
cling dugc. Nhu’ng ké nay rat xdu xa va
ching c6 thé rat, rat nguy hiém.” Ong
Merry néi voi vé vo cung nghiém nghi,
ngudi cti vé phia trude, va bon tré lo
lang nhin lai ong.

“Chung da ¢ rat gan onﬁ o ng %r?sta



tho1 gian dai vra qua,” Ong noi. “Va
ngay tai day, ¢ Trewissick, ching cling
d3 mo tdi gan cac chau. Mot nguoi trong
bon ching chinh 12 Norman Withers. Ké
nira 1a c6 gai ty xung la em gai cua ga.
C6 thé con ¢ nhiéu tén khac nita, nhung
ong chua biét.”

“Con vu trOm nira a.” Bon tré nhin ong
cham cham va Jane doan, “Co phai 1a
bon chung khong a?”

“Chac chan r6i,” Ong Merry noi. “C6 thé
khong phai chinh chiing lam. Nhung chac
chin 13 chung dung ding sau tit ca moi
viéc - gia sach bi luc soat, ban dd bi

danh cdp, c6 ging tim kiém nhirng cho
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cat gidu bi mat dudi nén nha. Chung d3
rét gﬁn roi, cac chau hiéu khong, tham
chi con gin hon ca 6ng nita. Khi thué
Ngo61 nha Xam, ong nhu nguoi mo kim
day bé. Ong di thu hep cudc tim kiém
xuéng chi con trong ving Trewissick,
nhung tt ca chi moi dén thé thoi. Ong
khong biét chinh xac 13 Ong phai tim
kiém cai gi. N6 c6 thé 1a bat ctr ther gi
d6. Nhung bon ching thi biét. Bang cach
nao do, mot cach 4m mudi nao do, chung
da biét duoc vé ban viét co nay va toi
hom qua chung di dén dé lung bang
dugc nd. Chi co dicu ching khong thé
ngd duoc rang cac chau di ngiu nhién
tim thdy trude.” Ong khé mim cuoi. “Gid

ma hom nay Ong dugc nhin bo mat cua
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nha Withers nhi.”

“Bay gio thi moi viéc méi hoa ra cé 1y,”
Simon chim rdi 1an lai su viéc. “Cai
cachma ga két ban vé6i bd qua nhanh, roi
bdng nhién moi ching ta di thuyén ngim
canh vinh...” Trong mot thoang thot tim,
n6é nhu lai nghe thdy tiéng Ong Merry
vang 18n rd timg chit: “Chang c6 thé rat,
rat nguy hiém...”

Barney thic mac: “Nhung 6ng Gumerry
oi, ong co biét 13 ching chdu c6 thé im
ra dugc cai gi d6 ddy khong? Chau mudn
noi 13 anh Simon, chj Jane va chau ay.”

Ong nghiém mat nhin no. “Sao chau lai
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noi thé?”

“Da... chau ciing khong biét nira...”
Barney ludng cubng. “Han trudc khi
chung chau dén, 6ng ciing da tu minh di
tim roi nhung khong tim thdy gi ca. Roi
khi ching chau dén, thi 6ng chiang bao
gio 6 mit & nha. Ong ctr bién di dau ay,
ctr nhur thé dng dé nha cho bon chau lung
suc 1ay vay.”

Ong Merry mim cudi: “Ping day,
Barney a,” ong noi. “DPung la 6ng da co
¥ nghi rang c6 1& cac chau s& tim ra no,
boi vi ong hiéu rd ca ba dira. Ong di
nghi ra diéu d6 trudc miy 6ng ban ciia

ching ta, vi thé mac du chung rat dé y
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ti Ngoi nha Xam nhung van phan tim
xem Ong dang 1am gi. Va 6ng da din dat
ching chay lung tung khip phia Nam
Cornwall trong khi cac chau & nha. Cac
chau co thé n6i 6ng chinh 1a con chim
moi day.”

“Nhung céi gi...” Barney noi.

“Oi, dung ban tdm nira,” Simon ngét 101.
Tir ndy dén gid, nd ci lugn quanh Ong
Merry mai khong thoi. “Bay gio moi thu
da rd rang. Piéu quan trong 13 tim ban
d6 kia thi sao?”

“Chau noi rat dung day.” No1 ro1 Ong

Merry lai ngdi xuén% bén ,tén% da.
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“Ching ta khong dugc lang phi thoi

29

gian.

“Po 1a ban d6 v& Trewissick,” Simon
ham hd néi. “Jane da phat hién ra. Chi
c6 duong bo bién hinh nhu da thay

4 .

doi...”

“Chau d3 so sanh nd v6i ban d6 trong
cudn sach chi din vé Trewissick trong
Ngoi nha Xam,” Jane néi. Co 1& chang
nén dé cip tdi chuyén viéng thim cua em
tdi nha cha x dé lam gi. “La mdt cai 1a
mic du duong bd bién trong khac nhau
nhung lai c6 cung mot tén. Néu moi
ngudi nhin k§ hon vao ban viét ¢o thi sé

thdy mOt miii dat cd tén la Mii Vua
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Mark, chi danh van sai thoi. Va cai tén
d6 ciing dugc ghi trong cudn sach chi
dan & chd Miii Kemare. Do d6 chic chin
13 ban viét co nay ndi vé Trewissick.”

“Pung thé,” Ong Merry ndi, cti ngudi
xuong tim da. “Pon gian 14 16i sai do
sao chép, bo mat phu am...” Ong ngang
dau 1én. “Chau vira ndi cdi gi iy nhi?”

Jane boi ro1 khong hiéu. “Da?”
“C6 phai chau néi 1a trong cudn sach chi
dan n6 dugc goi la Miu Vua Mark

khong?”

“Da, dling. Thé thi sao a?”
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“Khong sao.” Vé xa vang thudong ngiy
lai trum 1én khuon mit Ong Merry nhu
mot tam mang. “Chi c6 diéu 1a cai tén do
da bao lau nay nguoi ta khong dung nira,
hiu nhu moi nguodi da quen mat roi.
Chic 6ng nén xem qua cudn sach chi dan
cua chau xem sao.”

“Chau khong hiéu,” Simon chim cha
nhin tim ban d6. “Ké ca co dung la
Trewissick di nira thi cling gitp gi dugc
cho 6ng dau? Pay la tim ban d6 kho bau
vo dung nhit ma chau timg thay, du tho
ky hiéu ky la nhung chang cii nao c6
chat y nghia gi. Chang chi dan dén noi

nao ca, vay thi lam sao ma no cho ching
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ta biét chén Thanh & dau co chi?”

Ong Merry chi tay vao ban viét co.
“Chau nhé doan nay néi gi chir - dé
nguoi dugc lua chon, khi dén noi phu
hop, co thé biét...”

“C6 1& nd giong nhu mot trong nhitng mé
cung ma thinh thoang ta van thiy trong
sach dy,” Jane chém vao, co bé dang suy
nghi rat lung. “Ching chi tré nén don
gian mot khi anh biét huéng di, nhung
kho nhét 1a tim ra diém bét dau. D6 co
thé chinh 14 ngu ¥ cua ong ay khi viét
‘dén noi phu hop.” Néu anh cam ban d6
ndy dén dﬁng diém bat dau thi no sé chi

cho minh biét can phal di tleg vé hudng
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nao.

Simon rén ri, “Nhung 1am thé nao minh
tim dugc cho ma bat dau bay gio?”

Pung bén canh Ong Merry, Barney
khong nghe thy gi. N6 da chim viao mot
trong nhirng khoang lang mo mdng cua
minh, hai mit md to nhin ra bén cang va
thinh thoang lai quay lai ngd xem tdm
ban do. “Minh biét 1 n6 goi cho minh vé
cai gi roi,” no 1am bam.

Nhung khong ai dé y. Barney tiép tuc tur
noi van vo voi chinh minh, “Giong nhu
mot trong nhitng blirc v€ cuia me, nhirng

blrc ma me thudong goi 1a tranh phac hoa
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phdi canh. N6 trong gidng nhu mdt birc
tranh, thuc su khong giéng ban dd mot ti
nao. C6 mot qua d6i nhd 16n bén ria bén
cang khi nhin tir trén xudng va nhu thé
miii dat s& cong nhu thé nay” - n6 dua
ngon tay v€ 1én khoang khong trude mat -
“va nhitng tang da trén dinh ddi tao thanh
nhitng cai budu nho ky cuc nhu thé nay ¢
bén ria ban do...”

“Tro1 a, nd nd1 dung roi!” Simon hét 1én,
kéo tudt Barney khéi con mo. “Chinh 1a
nd day, nhin kia! Do diing 1a mot buc
tranh chtr khong phai 14 ban do, va vi thé
hinh dang ctia nd méi khac han so véi
cudn sach chi dan. Nhin xem, moi nguoi

thay chua...” NO céan than cam lay ban
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viét co tir tay Ong Merry va gio thing
1én trudc mit moi nguoi, dbi dién véi
day da dai 1ém chdm cua M Kemare.
Va khi ai ndy dimg quan sat mii dat roi
nhin trd lai tim ban d6 thi bdng nhién
nguoi ta s& thiy nhitng nét vé& nguéch
ngoac 4y chinh 13 mot buc tranh vé
phong canh ngay trudc mat ho, rd rang
dén ndi ho khong thé hiéu noi sao ho lai
c6 thé nghi rang d6 12 mot tim ban do.

“Thoi dung roi,” Jane nhin ting nguoi
mot, mit em day vé kinh ngac, “ddy
chinh 14 noi pht hop d6 rdi. La diém bat
dau ctia mé cung. TUr ndy toi gid minh d3
dtmg dung & chd ma ngudi v& buc tranh

nay da trng dirng ma chang biét gi ca.
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Thir twdng tuong xem!
viét cO vo1 vé kinh so.

Em nhin vao ban

“Chi nghi tiép di,” Barney giuc, mat rang
r0 vi sung sudng voi nhitng gi nd vura
kham pha ra. “Minh di biét 6ng 4y bat
dau tir dau. The 1am thé nao de biét dugc
sau d6 6ng ta di vé hudng nao nhi?”

“Nhin vao buc tranh ma xem. C6 mot
dau gi d6 & ngay trén miii dat day nay.”

“O trén nay c¢6 day dau nhu thé. Mot nira
la dau do muc day vao, con lai 1a vét

P

ban.

29

“Nhitng dau vét cua thO’l §1
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Merry no1 giong sau mudn.

“Khong, nhung dau ndy 1a c6 cha y,”
Simon khing khing. “Pung rdi, ngay day
nay - 01 tro1 o1! Chinh 14 tang d4 ma ong
dang dya vao day, 6ng Gumerry!”

Ong Merry nghiém nghi nhin quanh. “U,
cling c6 thé 1a nhu vdy. Pung, rat c6 thé
1a n6 day. Mot tang da 10 thién tu nhién,
ong nghi khong phai do ban tay con
nguol dung lén.”

Barney diing day, di mdt vong quanh tang
da, gi sat mat nhin that k§ ting vét nut
phu day cay dia y vang nhat, ké ca nhiing
khe k& nhd, nhung ché%pghét hién duogc

:/Ithuviensach.vri



diéu gi khac thuong. “Trong hoan toan
binh thuong,” nd 16 ra & phia bén kia
tang da, thd dai that vong,

Jane phi cuodi. “Trong em cir nhu con
Rufus dang danh hoi tim thd ro1 rot cude
cha tim thay cai gi hét ay.”

Barney v6 dui. “Em biét dang nhé minh
nén mang theo con Rufus ma. N6 ma di
sin va danh hoi tim kiém thi s& cuc ky
hitu ich.”

“Ngdc a, nd 1am sao ma danh hoi tim
thay dugc nhiing thr da giau kin cach
day hang theé ky.”
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“Tai sao lai khong chir. Chi do1 day, em
cuoc la né s€ giap dugc cho ma xem.”

“Pirng hy vong hio huyén.”
“A ma n6 dang & dau 4y nhi?”

“Chd ba Palk. Chic dang bi nhdt & dau
d6, kho than. Em biét 1a t6i hom no bd
cau dién 1én va tuyén bd s& khong dé nd
trong nha nira ma.”

“To1 nao ba Palk cling dat nd vé nha.”

“Néu ba ay khong dat n6 vé nha t61 hom
qua thi c6 1€ n6é da bat dugc trom roi
day.”
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“Oi troi, ding thé.” Phat chéc tat ca déu
yén lang theo dudi suy nghi do.

“Chau khong thiy tin ba Palk 1am,” Jane
u rll noi.

“Cac chau &, thoi ding nghi vé chuyén
d6 nita,” Ong Merry diu giong pha tan sy
cang thang. “Theo nhirng gi ma 6ng biét
vé Rufus thi n6 s& chi dén liém tay bon
ching va mic cho ching mudn lam gi thi
lam théi.”

“No6 khong thich ga Withers dau,”
Barney noi. “Hom qua no ra don moi

ngudi tr dudi thuyén len Va%/ duo1l mung
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r0, nhung kh1 nhin thdy gi Withers du01
nod cup xuong ngay 1ap trc va stia am 1.
Khi d6 tit ca moi ngudi déu cuodi mai,’
noé tu ly nodi thém.

“Duoc rdi, ngy mai minh s& mang nd
theo. Nhung gid minh sip phai vé réi ma
van chua ca bat dau nita. Ong Gumerry,
tang da nay c6 thé thuc su co y nghia gi
d6 khong ha 6ng?” Simon nghi ngd xoa
tay 1én bé mit xam xit ctia tang d4.

“C6 thé 1a n6 s& nam thang hang véi mot
cai gi do,” Jane hy vong. “Nhu hudng
chi cua la ban chéng han. Nhin lai ban d6
xem thé ndo, & quén, y em 1a birc tranh

ay.” ,
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“Chang ich gi dau. N6 c6 thé thang hang
v6i bat ky vét nao trong nhitng vét trén
tim da ndy.”

“Néu vay thi minh phai tim ra vi tri ctia
tit ca nhitng vét ndy 1a & dau va dén tan
noi xem liéu ¢ gi hay & gan d6 khong.”

“Lam thé c6 ma mat hang thang.”

“Oi troi!” Barney nong rudt gidm chan.
“T¢ qua ro1. Minh phai lam gi day?”

“Cir ké n6 di,” Ong Merry bét ngd noi.

“Cw ké no di?”” Bon tre y lai nhin
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cham cham vao ong.

“Ctr k& dén mai. Khi nao dau oc sang
subt hiy quay trd lai. Chung ta khong c6
nhiéu thoi gian, va cudc dua da sép dén
giai doan nudc rat, nhung 1ic nay ching
ta dang di dting hudng. Phe kia khong hé
biét chung ta da tim dugc gi. Chang luon
theo di 6ng nhu mot 1 dieu hau nhung
lai chang hé nghi ngd cac chau, va néu
may man thi chung sé khong nghl dén
diéu ay. T6i nay cac chau cé thé di xem
va suy nghi thém.”

“Ching s€ khong quay tr¢ lai va an trom
nha ta nita chtr a?”” Jane lo lang hoi.
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“Bon ching s& khong dam dau. Chic
chin 1a khong, vi bon chung da hét co
hoi rdi - 1an trude chung da luc tung moi
thar dé c6 thé tim ra manh mdi ngay 1ap
tirc, nhung chung da that bai. Bay gio
chiing s¢€ thur cach khac.”

“Gia ma minh biét dugc bon chung s€
lam gi nhi.”

“Ong Merry,” Simon hoi, “tai sao chiing
ta khong thé bao canh sat bon chung
chinh 1a 18 trom? Khi d6 chiing s€ khong
thé nao rinh md minh dugc nita.”

“Dlng ro1,” Jane hua theo. “Tai sao lai
9 . .
khong a?”
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“Minh khong thé 1am thé duoc,” Barney
ra vé chac chan.

“Tai1 sao lai khong?”’

“Em khong biét.”

Bon tré cung nhin Ong Merry.

Ong Merry khong tra 10i thang vao ciu
hoi, “Tai sao tir dau cac chau khong noéi
vOi1 canh sat rang cac chau biét nhiing tén
trom dang tim kiém cai gi?”

“O... ho s& chi cudi khay thoi. Ho sé cho

rang d6 chi 14 mot manh gidy cii VO’
https: /thuwensa



van.”

“Va néu nhu chung ta trinh bao v&i canh
sat thi s& chang con gi 1a bi mat nita va
chiing ta s& kho c6 thé tim kiém theo chi
dan ctia tim ban d6 nay.”

“Vo1 lai,” Jane noi tiép khi lai cam théy
ay ndy, “ngay tir dau bon minh ciing d3
khong ndi cho bd me biét 1a bon minh
tim thiy n6 con gi.”

“A,” Ong Merry noi, “dang nhé chau da
dinh ndi rang ‘ching con tim thdy mét
tAim gidy da cii & trén gic xép va con
nghi ring d6 chinh 13 cai ma 1d trom

dang di tim nén chﬁn% mo1 luc tung ca
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nha lén.” Ngai trung si dang kinh cua
chiing ta, von da thoa min voi cai y nghi
rang thii pham chinh 13 bon con d6 quay
phd, s€ mim cuo1 bao dung va bdo cac
chdu hay di ra ngoai choi di.”

“Pung roi, chinh 1a thé dy. Pay 1a 1y do
tai sao chung ta khong noi ra.”

Ong Merry cuoi tum tim. “Nao, bay g10
ong co the dén gap anh ta Va noi rang tim
gidy da ¢ ndy 1a manh moi dé tim ra mot
loai chén cd, duoc goi 1a chén Thanh, va
rang n6 dang duoc cat giau & Trewissck.
Cai chén éy ké lai cau chuyén co thyc vé
vua Arthur. VA rang gi dan ong trén

chiéc du thuyén Phu Nhdn Mary mubn
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cO no nén da dot nhap vao ngdi nha, va
rang gi da theo ddi 6ng ca ngy 1an dém
chi dé xem xem liéu 6ng c6 tim ra dugc
chén Thanh trudc gi hay khong. Va roi
diéu gi s& xay ra nao?”

“Ngai trung si sé& di bat ga Withers,”
Simon no1 day hy vong nhung giong no
nghe da khong con chac chan nhu trudc.

“Vién trung si s& dén gip gi Withers va
tit nhién gd s& c6 nhitng ching clr ngoai
pham hoan hdo trong cai dém xay ra vu
trom, va vién trung si s€ hoi ga véi giong
day vé héi tiéc vé cau chuyén nghe rat
hio huyén ctia ching ta. Ga Withers s& to

ra 1a mot ngudi budn dd co quyén quy
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lich su dang c6 chuyén di nghi mat vo
hai cung v&i cd em gai xinh dep cua ga.”

“Do6 chinh la nhitng gi ma ching ta da
tung nghi vé ga,” Barney noi.

“Vién trung si biét vé 6ng,” Ong Merry
noi tiép, “va biét rang 6ng thuong lam
nhirng viéc doi khi duong nhu 1a,” - 6ng
khé bat cuoi - “hoi ky qudc. Anh ta sé
nghi di nghi lai, va anh ta tgy nhi: Toi
nghiép 6ng Gido Su gia, han 1a ong ldo
khong con chiu /67 lita. Tat ca cai dam
sach vo Ay 10 rang da 1am 6ng 140 bi tau
hoa nhap ma mat roi.”

“Ong nod1 dung hon ca anh Simon,” Jane
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kéu 1én day ngudng mo.

“Bay gio chau hiéu réi,” Simon noi.
“Chuyén d6 nghe c6 vé khong tuong. Va
néu ching ta ké cho ngai trung si biét gi
Withers va em gai ga hoi han vé nhiing
cudn sach cb thi 6ng ta ciing chi thay do
13 nhitng cdu hoi rat binh thuong, ching
coO gi dang ngo ca.”

N6 nguéc nhin 1én rdi nhe ring cudi.
“Dung ro1 day a, chiing ta khong thé bao
canh sat dugc. Chau xin 16i. Chau khong

nghi ra.”

“O, cac chau phai suy nghi, suy nghi

nghiém tac,” Ong Merry via noi vua
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dua cip mit den nghiém nghi lan luot
nhin tirng dira. “Ong s& ndi cho cac chau
nghe diéu ndy va ong s& khong nhic lai
nita. Co thé cac chau ciing nghi giéng
nhu vién trung si, rang tit ca ddy chi 1a
mot chuyén canh tranh ca nhan. Mot 6ng
gido su gia va mot tay suu tim sach, hai
bén tranh gianh nhau mdt thr thuc ra
chang c6 ti y nghia gi véi nhitng ngudi
khac ca.”

“Khong a!”
“Tat nhién la khong dau a.”

“Thyc ra con hon thé day a,” Jane hip

tap nodi. “Chau da c6 linh cam...”
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“U, néu tat ca cac chau déu c6 linh cam,
néu cic chau hiéu dugc du chi mot chut
nhitng gi 6ng vira néi, nhu thé ciing qué
da roi. Nhung ong ciing khong thay vui
1am khi ca ba chau lai bi dinh vao viéc
ndy, va ong thim chi con budn hon thé
néu cac chau chang c6 mot chat ¥ niém
gi vé nhitng viéc ma cac chau dang lam.”

“Sao 6ng lam cho nd nghe c6 vé nghiém
trong thé,” Simon to mo.

“Pung 1a nhu thé day... Ong lo lang bai
vi Ong chi c6 thé dung bén ngoai moi
Viéc hanh dong giong nhu mot con chim

moi dé dan du bon chung n%hl Sg 1¢ oal
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ong ra chang c6 ai nita khién cho bon
ching phai ban tim. Nhu thé cac chau s&
duoc tu do, va c6 trach nhiém tim cho ra
manh mbi su viéc nay.” Ong cham vao
ban viét c6 Simon dang cim trong tay.
“Tung budc, ting budc khdé khan mdt
day cac chau a.”

“Hét say,” Barney vui mirng noi.
Simon liéc nhin hai em, tir tr dirng théng
day, ¢ ging lamra Ve oai phong nhat c6

thé duoc trong cai quan sodc va doi dép
xang dan.

“Chaula anhca...”
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“Chi hon em c6 mud1 mot thang thoi,”
Jane cat ngang,

“U, du sao di nita thi anh ciing 1a 16n
nhat, anh phai c6 trach nhiém vé6i ca hai
dra va phai 1a ngudi1 dai dién cho ca
nhém, va... va...” nd lang tang roi dot
nhién bé ludn vé oai phong ma né vira c6
tao ra “nhung 6ng Gumerry o1, thuc long
bon chéu biét 1a bon chau dang 1am gi
ma. Theo mdt cach nao do, day chinh 1a
mot cudc san lung nhu Barney da néi. Va
dau phai 1a ching chau chi c6 mot minh
thoi.”

“Dugc ro1,” Ong Merry noi. “The 1a

chung ta da thoa thuan ro1 nhé.” Noi
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xong, ong trinh trong lan lugt bat tay
tig dra. May 6ng chau nhin nhau, mat
md to, nin thd, rdi tu dung déu cam théy
trong minh that hé va cuoi pha lén.
Nhung dang sau tiéng cudi ay ho déu 1o
mo cam théy mot su gén b6 than thiét
mdi, trude mdi nguy hiém dang rinh rap.

Lac thu don va bat dau di xudng ddi, Ong
Merry bao bon tré dung budc va noi,
“Hay nhin cho k¥ da.” Ong khoat tay chi
vé phia bén cang, nhirng vach da va mat
bién. “Céac chau hiy ghi nhan lay canh
twong kia. Hiy nhd 13 trong ndé nhu thé
nao.”

Dam tré ding trén suon doc nhin lai mot
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1an nira. Mat troi dang 1an xudng trén bau
tro1 phia Tay, phia trén Miii Kemare va
Ngoi nha Xam, hit anh ning xudng dinh
mili dat va nhitng tang d4 xam ky quic
nhu dam gai dang dam lén duong chan
troi. Nhung ¢ bén dudi, bén cang da bat
dau xam xam tdi. Trudc mét chung, mat
trdi duong nhu dang tir tir roi xubng, cho
toi khi anh sang chéi 10a ctia nd chiéu
qua hang rao dad dang vuon lén nhu
nhitng ngén tay, va roi nhirng tang da ay
chim trong vang hao quang ruc rd.
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CHUONG 7

“Em nghi n6 nam bén dudi Ngoi nha
Xam.”

“Dung ddy - ci trong bon trom da 1at
tung ca may tam van san 1én thi biet.”

“Nhung bon ching dang tim tim ban do
chir c6 tim chén Thanh dau.”

“Ai chang biét thé. Em nhd Ong Merry
noéi khong. Bon chung khong biét chung
dang tim kiém cai gi, va chinh 6ng ciing
khong biét nita ma. C6 thé chung dang
kiém dau mbi dan deén' &1/ EatierE" thu



tam ban d6 chang han, hoac la chinh cai
cantimay.”

“Thé n€u dau moé1 & do ro1 thi tai sao cai
can tim lai khong & d6 co chu?”

“Nhin xem day nay, d6 ngdc,” Simon ndi
va mo tAm ban d6 ra, “Ngbi nha Xam
khong dugc danh ddu ¢ day. Chang thiy
c6 mot ddu vét ndo ca. Lac ay lam gi da
c6 Ngbi nha Xam. Phai nhd la nguoi
Cornwall ay d3 séng & day tir cach day
chin trim nam roi.”

C‘U nhi 29

Bon tré dang ngdi trén bai c6 ¢ lung
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churng Mt Kemare, bén 1& mdt con
duong mon gb ghé, ngoan ngoéo hudng
lén dinh. Ong Merry da dé bon tré lai
v6o1 nhau. Trudce khi di ong dan, “Trong
luc 6ng danh lac hudng bon chd san, han
cho cac chau mot ngay phai tim thay dau
mbi dau tién. Ong chi c6 mdt 101 khuyén
- dé dén chiéu hiy bat dau tim kiém.
Budi sang nay, cac chau nén ra bii bién
hoac di choi dau do da. Khi do thi cac
chau c6 thé chac chan rang bon ché sin
ay da di noi khac roi.”

ROi 6ng di cau ca vai bd sudt ca ngay.
B6 dinh hom d6 s& tham hiém vung bién
ngoai khoi miii dt xudi xudng chirng mot
dam. Va ding nhu du kién, khi chiéc
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thuyén nhé cta hai ngudi vira roi khoi
bén cang voi b ndm chic banh 1ai va
Ong Merry dung vuon thang tim lung
chic nich & dang dudi thuyén thi chiéc du
thuyén Phu Nhdn Mary, trang lap anh
dudi anh mit tro1, cling 1ap tic lang 1€
bam theo, tiéng dong co ciia nd vang lén
déu déu, nhé nhe trén mit bién budi sang
yén tinh. Tur trong nha nhin ra, bon tré
thdy canh budm cta con thuyén dan dan
duoc kéo 1én va cang phong khi n6 tién
vao vinh. Con thuyén di ra ngoai khoi
mdt doan kha xa, nhung van giit mot
khoang cach nhat dinh, du d& cho Ong
Merry va bd ludn & trong tam nhin.

Luc nay trén dinh miu dat, 4nh nang
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chiéu gay gat chiéu xudng khién cing
chan tran cta bon tré bong rat va c6 mot
1an gi6 nhe tir dau thoi t6i. “Oi troi oi,”
Jane ndéi vé1 vé chan nan, tay but mot
ludi co ra khéi vo ngoai roi dua lén
miéng nham. “That 13 vo vong. Chung
minh chang biét bat dau tir dau. C6 18 1a
ching minh nén quay trd lai chd hom qua
di.”

“Nhung minh da biét ttr cho d6 moi vat
trong thé nao ro1.”

“Thé thi sao nio? Nhirng vat gi?”
“Thi mii dat, bién va mat tro1 do - ca

nhirng tang da trén dinh kia nira.” Barney
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dua tay chi dai khai 1én con déc trén dau
bon tré. “Em nghi nhirng thir nay déu co
lién quan dén cai ta dang can tim. Nguoi
Cornwall no hin da nhin thiy ching. Ong
Gumerry néi nhirng thir nay da c6 tir cach
day ba nghin nam, vi thé chin trim nim
truéc day thi trong ching ciing gan cd
nhu bay gio thoi.”

“Minh c6 thé nhin ching rd hon tir phia
bén kia.” Simon ngdi ddy vé hao hiing.

“Nhung ma di sang d6 kha xa ddy,” Jane
bao. “Y em 1a, ddu mbi dau tién c6 thé 1a
ban hay budc muoi budc sang bén trai,
dai loai thé. Trong cac cau chuyén vé
nhimg kho bau bi mt toan nhy thé thoi.
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Nhung tir bén kia dén chd nhitng cot da
trén day phai mat may nghin budc qua ca
bén cang. Nghe ching hop 1y ti nao.”

“Ciing khong han 13 phai nhu thé,” Simon
n6i. “Cach xic dinh c6 thé lai 1a theo
hudng chi cua la ban thi sao. Bon may
biét r6i ddy - chic 1a minh s& phai imra
duoc cai gi d6 thang hang voi mot céi
khac va n6 sé& 1a ddu moi dé dan dén cai
thir ba.”

Barney nhim chit mit, nhin mit c6 nhd
lai quang canh ma bon chiing da ngam rat
ky t61 hom trude. “Anh c6 nhd khi mat
tro1 1dn ngay hom qua khong?” n6 cham

ral noi. “Tu cho minh ngdi, cOt da 16n
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nhit nam thang hang véi mat troi. Em
nh¢ diéu d6 boi vi em chi nhin dugc cot
da @6 khi khong nhin thang vao no, anh
hiéu y em khong?”

Simon nhin ki lai tam ban d6, vé phan
khich hién dan 1&én khudén mat no.

“Biét khong, anh nghi 13 miy d3 doan
duoc diéu gi d6 roi diy. Cai vong tron
v€ trén nhiing cft d4 ma trudc minh
twong 1a chi 1a dé trang tri - d6 co thé 1a
mit troi. Y anh 14 néu ngudi vé ban do
biét rang rat nhiéu nam ngudi ta moi tim
thiy no, éng ta s& phai dung cac ky hiéu
nhu mit trdi chang han vi n6 khong dé
thay d6i.”
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“Thé thi di thoi, minh leo 1én cao hon va
nhin xem.” Jane phan khéi nhay cang 1én,
dot nhién em khung lai, dirng yén khong
nhiic nhich. “Simon, nhanh 1&€n,” em thi
thao vé cing thang. “Cat tim ban do di.
Giau né di.”

Simon nhiu may. “Cai quai gi...”

“Nhanh 1én! C6 Withers day. C6 ta dang
di 1én vé1 mot a1 do. Chi lat nira 1a bon
ho dén chd minh thoi.”

Simon v0i vang cudn tam ban do lai va
nhét nd vao bald. “Ai di cung véi ¢ ta

thé?”” nd tham thi. ,
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“Em khong nhin r6... a, em thay roi,”
Jane quay mat di that nhanh nhu thé céi
nhin dy di khién em bi dau, va lai ngdi
xubng. Mit c6 bé do lyng. “Chinh 1a céi
thang nhoc d6. Thang lam ngd em hom
no. Em biét 12 nd ¢o lién quan toi tat ca
nhirng chuyén nay ma.”

ROi bon chl'lng nghe thiy cé tiéng noi
vong dén gan hon tir phia dudi doc.
Tiéng c6 Withers trong tréo bay dén chd
ching. “Bill, t61 khong quan tdm, ching
ta phai kiém tra moi thir. C6 thé ong ta
d3d ¢o...” CO ta da di dén chd chung, in
bong 1én nén troi. CO ta dung lai ngay
khi thdy ba dira tré darrl]%pg%éi than nhién
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ngd minh. Thing nhoc cing dimg lai,
quac mat nhin ching.

Co6 Withers dung khung, hoi ha miéng ra
vi ngac nhién trong gidy lat. Sau do6 co
binh tinh tré lai va nd mét nu cudi voi
bon tré. “O!” ¢6 vui vé ndi va tién dén
gr:in. “That 1a ngac nhién qua! Lai duoc
gap cd nha Drew cung mot lac. Co hy
vong cac cau bé khong bi mét sau chuyén
di bién hom d6 chu.”

“Khong dau c6 a. Cam on c0,” Barney
tra 101 bang mot giong dong dac nhat,
ngoai giao nhat cua no.

“Con thuyén cua c6 chu tuyét dep,”
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Simon cling ndi voi giong diéu kiéu cach
va lich su khong kém.

“Thé cac chiu dang lam gi ¢ day thé?”
cd Withers hoi béng quo. Co ta mac quan
da1 v6i mot chiée 4o trang khong tay lam
ndi bat 1én mau niu rAm nang cua canh
tay tran, va mai toc den ong bong bénh
trong gi6. Trong cb ta that khoe khodn va
hap dan.

C6 Withers nhin Jane chd doi. Jane nudt
khan. “Chung chau chi ngdi ngam bién
thoi. Chung chau nhin thdy chiéc thuyén
cua cO di ra ngoai vinh sang nay.”

“Ching chau tudéng co cling ¢ trén
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thuy€n,” Simon v6 ¥ no1 chém vao.

Mot thoang canh giac hién 1én trén mat
Polly Withers. Co ta thong tha néi, “A,
nhu ¢6 di néi v6i cac chau roi thi phai,
co6 khong phai 1a thuy thu ctir dau.”

Simon c6 tinh nhin xubng bién. Mt bién
phang lang khong chit gon song nhu mit
ho. Cd Withers nhin theo va néi, “A, 14t
nita s& c6 gid day, chau ctr tin 101 ¢6 di.”

“Thé a?” Simon d4p. Khuoén mit ndé van
than nhién nhu khong, nhung giong di¢u
ctia n6 ¢6 mot thoang nghi ngd xc xuoc.
Lan dAu tién nu cudi trén moi cd Withers

hot iu di. ,
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Co ta chu:a kip n6éi gi thi théng nhoc di
cung da tlep 161. “Co Polly rat la am
hiéu vé blen ca day, ndé coc can noi,
trimg mit nhin Simon. “Co ay biét vé
bién nhiéu hon tit ca nhiing ga dudi kia
gop lai.” N6 hat dau vé phia cang vé coi
thuong.

“A, cd van chua gid1 thiéu voi céc
chau,” c6 Withers vui vé noi. “Bé qua
cho c6 nhé! Jane, Simon, Barnabas, day
1a Bill, canh tay phai cua cd cha day.
Néu khong c6 no thi ¢d chu ciing khong
biét xoay x0 thé nao voi Phu Nhdn
Mary ca.”
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Mt thang nhéc d6 bing, né liéc nhin cd
ta rat nhanh rdi ci nhin doi giay ban thiu
ctia minh. Jane thuong hai nghi thim: nd
tudng 1a co ta tuyét voi 1am day.

“Chung chau da gap nhau r61,” Simon tra
101 coc 16c¢.

Barney hoi: “Thé cai xe cua anh thé nao
roi?”

“Khong khién mdy hoi,” thang nhoc dop
lai.

“An n6i cho lich sy, Bill.” Pang sau nu
cuol ngot ngao, giong c6 Withers vang
1én lanh va danh nhu soi dﬁhy thésp “Do
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khong phai 1a cach no1 chuyén v ban
be.”

Bill nhin c6 ta, mat miii sung sia vé trach
cu, ro61 nd lao vé phia truéc va budc
thang 1én doc, chang ndi ching rang.

“Oi troi 0,” co Withers thé dai. “Thé 1a
cd d3 1am nod phat long réi. Nguodi dan
lang nay that 1a nhay cam.” Co6 ta hoi
nhin mit véi ching vé dong muu, trong
that duyén dang. “Co nghi 1a ¢6 nén di
theo nd.” C6 Withers di theo thang nhoc,
roi lai quay ngoat lai. Cau hoi budt ra
khot miéng ¢6 ta nhanh nhu chép: “Céc
chiu di tim thdy ban d6 chua?”
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Trong gidy lat, gitra sy im lang bao trum
tuong nhu dai hang gio dong hd, bon tré
sing ngudi nhin c¢d ta. Cudi cung,
Barney, do qua lo lang, ¢ lap bap nhiing
cdu vo nghia dé che gidu cam xuc cia
minh: “C6 ndi bdn do &, cd Withers?

Hay 14 15 hong a? Chung chau co
tim thdy mot 16 hong ¢ hang rao phia
dudi kia nén thuong chui qua 16 dé lén
miii dat ndy. Nhung chung chau khong co
ban dd co a, chau khong co, con chi Jane
va anh Simon thi khong biét c6 khong...
C6 khong biét duong 16n ddi a?”

Co Withers dang nhin trung trung vao
ching bong trd lai vé than thién. “U,
dang la c¢6 hoi ban dott%g}hﬁg eﬁ%“&?“cé



chua thudc du:émg 13m ma. Sang nay cb
tim mai nhu’ng chang thay cira hang nao
ban ban d6 ca. Co6 dang tim mdt 161 mon
nhé nam ngay phia bén kia doi, nhung
Bill lai khéng gitip dugc gi may.”

“Chau nghi Ong Merry c6 mdt cai ban do
day,” Jane noi bang quo. Em quan sat cd
Withers qua khoe mat nhung khong thay
mot chit thay ddi ndo trén khudn mit co
ta cd. “Co van chua gip ong chau phai
khong, c6 Withers? HOom nay 6ng di cau
ca v6i bo. Tiec that. Chau xin 10i vi
khéng thé giup gi dugce cho ¢o.”

“Mong la c6 s€ tim dugc duong,” Simon

to ve¢ thong cam. ,
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“U, ur, ¢b cting hy vong c6 s¢ tim dugc.”
Co6 Withers tra 161. Co ta cuoi that tuoi
vo1 bon tré, quay lai budc 1én dbc va
gio tay vay. “Tam biét cac chau.”

Bon tré im lang nhin theo cho dén khi
bong ¢6 ta khuat sau duong chan troi noi
dinh dbc. Barney ndm thup xubng dat, lan
vai vong va thd phao nhe nhom. “Phuu-
uu-ut! So qua! Luc ¢6 ta ty dung noi...!”
N6 vii mit xudng co.

“Li€u cb ta cO phat hién ra khong anh
nhi?” Jane lo lang héi Simon. “Minh co
bi so hd gi khong?”
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“Anh khong biét.” Simon trdm tu nhin
1én con ddc xanh mudt yén 4. Gio day
trén d6 chang con bong dang cua co
Withers hay céi gi khac trir mot cha ctru
dang gim cé dang xa. “Anh khong nghi
thé. Y anh 13, tAt ca bon minh chic trong
déu dan ra khi c6 ta hoi vé tim ban dd,
luc @6 trong em thon kinh.”

“Trong anh ciing thé. Nhu ngdng ia 4y.”

“Dling thdi... cd ta ndi bat ngd nhu vay
thi bon minh dwong nhién 1 rat ngac
nhién roi. Anh nghi 1a ¢6 ta ciling chang
thé phan biét ndi bon minh tréng c6 vé bi
bat thop hay gidt minh dau. Anh doan

13,” Simon néi tiép, cam thag/ tu tin hon,
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“cO ta trong bon minh ciling nghi 1a co ta
muon tim mot cai ban d6 chi duodng
thong thuong that.”

“Cé thé ¢6 ay cling chi muon thé thoi.”

“Con lau!” Barney ngang dau lén khoi
dam co. “Co ta ding 1a dang kiém tra
ching ta. Néu khong tai sao co ta lai
dung tir ‘tim thdy’? Cac chau da tim thdy
ban d6 chua? Binh thudng ngudi ta s&
noi 13 ‘cac chau ¢é ban do6 khong?’”

“Barney noi dung ddy.” Simon dirng day,
phui bui & chan. “Ong Merry noi cling
dang. Bon chiing khong hanh dong so ho

dau. Em co6 thé thay 1a co Withers rat
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ngac nhién khi nhin thiy chung ta, nhung
chua day nam gidy sau thi c¢6 ta da thu
hé1 dén tam ban d6 ngay roi1.”

“Moi vi¢c that kinh khung,” Jane noi va
van veo vai nhu thé em mudn trit bo tit
ca nhitng ki trc dang so d6. Em nhin 1én
dinh dc. “Bay gid 1am sao ma c6 thé di
tiép 1én nita? Minh khong thé néi trude
duoc diéu gi vi rat c6 thé co ta va thang
ranh d6 dang nip dau d6 theo ddi chung
ta.”

“Pé cai d6 can trd chiing ta thi chang hay
gi,” Simon vénh cam lén. “Néu minh cir
nghi 1a dang bi theo doi thi s€ ching lam

dugc gi ca. Mién 1a minh xtr su binh
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thuong ¢t nhu minh dang dao choi that
thi s€ chang sao cd.” NoO nhat bal6 1én.
“Pi théi.”

Suon déc Mili Kemare con doc hon ca
mili dat doi dién, va suot mot hoi lau,
trong khi 1 ach budc trén con dudng mon
ngodn ngoo, bon tré ching nhin thay gi
trudc mit ngoai dudng vién cta con doc
cit ngang nén troi, va anh mit troi nhu
thiéu nhu d6t pha cai nong ham hap vao
mit ching. Phia cudi miii dat 16m chom
va X4m xit, 4n sdu ra bién 1Gt tAm mat
bon tré, va dai dat lién chay dai ra ngoai
d6 trong that danh chic, cir nhu thé trong
lc‘)ng toan da con 1op dat phu phia trén

chang qua 13 mot 16p da m
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Cubi cung bon tré ciing téi dugc dinh
dbc, noi cd moc thép tao thanh mot
duong vién cong cong khong 16 mau xanh
Gia, va ching da c6 thé nhin thiy nhiing
cot da. Chung cang tién lai gin, nhitng
cOt d4 duong nhu cang to 16n 1én, lang 1€
chia 1én troi nhu nhitng bia md khong 10.

“Hon da,” Simon noi, “la cach no1 gidm
nhe nhiéu nhat ma minh tung biét. That

chang khac nao goi Cot Nelson la
mot cai que vay.”

N6 ding ngam nghia nhitng cot da
granite khong 16 cao tit trén dau. C6 bon
A A A ~+ 1 hitps:iZthuviensagh.un.
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nam rai rac xung quanh.

“Co 1€ chén Thanh dugc chon dudi mot
trong nhiing cOt d4 nay,” Barney ngip
ngung noi.

“Khong thé ndo. Nhiing cot da nay cod
xua 1am rdi... du sao thi anh ciing nghi 1a
em d3 sai khi cho rang chén Thanh duoc
dem chon.”

“Q, th6i ndo, phai 1a chon chir,” Jane xen
vao. “Con cach nao khac dé cat giau lau
nhu vay dau?”

“Va anh c6 nhd dong chit ¢ trong ban

viét co khong?” Barnel}/ no1. “Trén bién
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kho1, duoi da tham.”

Simon xoa xoa tai, c6 vé van chua chiu.
“O vi tri ndy minh van chwa & trén bién.
Bién van cach day hang dam. Thoi duoc,
khong phai hang dam nhung anh c4 la
phai dén bon tram yard nita thi moi dén
cubi miii dat.”

“Vang, nhung minh van dang & cao hon
so v&1 bién phai khong?”

“Anh tin chic ong ta khong dinh néi nhu
vay dau. Trén bién, trén bién... khong
hiéu 13 gi nhi... nhung du sao bon minh
cling dang c¢6 di qua nhanh. Ong Gumerry

da dan la phai dan tl‘J:n% budc mot. Bon
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minh phai bam 14y cai buéc minh d3
phat hién dugc day nay.”

Simon nhin mat troi1, lc ndy dang tur tur
13n xudng phia bo bién, noi 16p 16p vach
da dan dan khuit vao lan swong mu bén
trén Miii Kemare. “Hay chil ¥ nhin nhiing
cOt da. Mat troi sip xudng thap bang
ngay hom qua roi day.”

“Cac cot da trong rat khac khi lai gan.”
Jane di xung quanh nhitng ¢t da4 xam dai
dau mua néng. “Bon minh can tim ra cot
d4 ndo ¢ thang hang voi mat troi khi nhin
to phia bén kia lai, phai khong nao?
Nhung lam thé nao dé tim dugc cot da
do khi dang dirng & day chu?”
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“Do 1a cot da 16n nhat.” Barney noi. “No
cao hon han nhitng c6t khac.”

Mait tro1 ruc ro da lan xuéng kha thép
noi chan troi, hit nhitng tia ndng am 4p
mau vang cam lén mat bon tré. “Nhin
nhitng cai bong kia,” Simon ddt nhién
noi. N6 gio tay chi, va cai bong cua nd
in trén tham co phia trudc cling gio ra
mot canh tay dai ngoang c6 mép vién
rang cua vi bi c6 lam gdy khic. “Bon
minh c6 thé tim ra nd tir phia bén nay
bang cach d6. Ngwoc chiéu lgi. Néu hom
qua mot cot da nam chinh gitra minh va
mit troi, thi nghia 13 tir chd nay bong cta

no s€ chi thang vao chd minh da dung
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hém trudc. Vé phia tang d4 ma ong
Gumerry da ngo1 dua vao ay. Nhin xem,
tor day minh c6 thé nhin dugc tang da do
kia.”

Nhin theo canh tay Simon, bon tré thay
mot tang da rat to trén mii dat dbi dién;
mot cham nhd xa xa trén nén troi dang
sang ruc trong anh vang budi hoang hon.
NO cao hon nhiing cot da trén Miu
Kemare va nim xa vé phia bién. Nhung
r0 rang d6 chinh 1a noi ngay hom truéc
chung da dung.

Jane nhin Simon vé&1 vé than phuc rd
ranh ranh khéc han ngay thu’émg Thang

anh hoi xdu hd d6 mat ro1 tr& nén hoat
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bat han. “Nao Barney, phai nhanh lén
trudc khi mat tro1 1an. Theo em 1a cot da
nao?”

“No6 1a ¢t da 16n nhat, nén chac la cai
coOt da nay.”

Barney budc vai budc xudng doc, téi
chd cot da cao nhat. N6 vong sang phia
bén kia cOt d4, dbi dién v6i bén cang, va
quy xudéng dudi bong tang d4, nd nhin
sang tang da nam cho vo & phia vinh doi
dién. N6 cau may vé ngo ngg. Simon va
Jane dén dimg hai bén no, kién nhan cho
doi.

Barney, tran cang cau lai, dot nhién nam
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ep bung Xuéng co, doc theo bong néng
cua tang d4, nhin thang vé phia trudec.
“Em da ndm thang chua?” nd hoi, giong

nghe ngheén nghet.

“Thang rdi, thang tung. C6 dang cot da
nay khong?”’

Barney 16m ¢om bo day, vé mat dau kho.
“Khong phai. Cai bong nay khong chi
thang vao tang da phia bén kia. C6 thé
trong thay tang da bén kia kha ré nhung
phai hoi chéch mat sang mot bén thi méi
nhin thang duoc. Ma nhu thé thi 1a an

29

gian.

“Nhung em ndi day la cot da cao nhat
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em nhin thay ma.”
“Bay gio em van noi vay.”

“Chi chrfmg hiéu tai sao lai phai 1a cot da
cao nhat co chu,” Jane noi, buc tic vi
that vong.

Simon suy nghi rat lung, tay cAm cai quai
baldé dung dua, dap dip vao chan mot
cach lo dang. N6 xoay nguo1, nhin lai ba
cot da kia gio di den sdm lai v&i mép
vién xung quanh nhu dugc dat vang vi
anh ning mat troi. Roi no hét 1€én, budng
cai bald ra va chay vé phia cot da xa
nhat cling bat chudc Barney nam soai

xudng bong nang cua cot da d6. Nin tha,
Kttps://thuviensach.vn



no ha cam xudng c¢6 va nham mat lai.

“Dich nguoi phia trén sang bén trai mot
chit di, anh van chua thing.” Jane bat
dau hi€u ra, lai gan Simon noi.

Simon dich ngud1 sang vai inch, ti nguoi
Ién khuyu tay nhoém day. “Pa duoc
chua?”

“Puoc ro1.”

Simon bat chéo hai ngon tay[1—6] va m&
mit ra. Ngay phia truéc nd, bén trén
nhirng ludi cd, chinh gitta tim mat, tang
d4 trén mii dat ddi dién ruc r0 trong anh
nang dap thang vao mﬁttﬁ%{/tmﬁﬁr}fgﬁé\"ﬁé



ro1,” Simon xuc dong khé noi.

Barney chay dén, ngdi xudng bén canh
Simon. “Dé em, dé em...” N¢ lay khuyu
tay huych Simon ra va nheo mét nhin qua
cang vé phia tang d4. “Anh dung roi,” nd
mién cudng ndi. “Nhung ding 13 hom
qua em nhin thiy cot da 16n nhat. Em
chic 1a thé ma.”

“Dlng r61.” Jane noi.
“Chi no1 dung r61 nghia 1a sao?”
“Hay nhin vi tri cac cdt da va nhin con

duong déc ma xem. Pay 1a dinh cta mii
dat, nhung khong hé ban ;/)hén , cot da
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16n nhat & chd thip hon cac cot da con
lai. Cot d4 minh dang ding canh thi &
chd dbc cao, mic du lai khong pha1 la
cot da cao nht. Vi thé hém qua khi ngam
n6 in hinh trén nén trdi, minh fwéng 1a nd
cao nhat.”

“Tro1 a,” Barney thot 1€n. “Thé ma em
khong nghi ra.”

Simon lai Ién giong ki€u ngao. “Tao
tuong cudi cung ré1 may cling nghi ra
chua.”

“Anh thong minh ghé,” Jane noi. “Néu
anh khong nhanh nhu thé thi co6 khj minh

ching bao gid nhdn ra dwoc dy chi.
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Bong ning sap bién mit nay.” C6 bé chi
tay xuéng tham co. Mat troi dang lan
phia chin troi xa xa dang sau ching, va
bong t6i ron rén truon 1én mat dat, nudt
chirng nhirng cai bong dai 18 thé clia miy
cot da. Nhung bén kia cang, tang d4 nim
& miii dat doi dién, cao hon va vi thé
duoc tim trong 4nh mit troi 1au hon, van
choi 10a nhu mot ngon hai dang.

Barney vui sudng reo 1én. “Minh tim ra
roi! Minh tim ra r6i!” N6 ddm manh mot
tay vao bé mit cing va 4m Am cua cot da
va xoay nguoi mot vong. “Minh da di
dugc mot budc roi, tuyét voi khong
chua?”
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“Moi chi 1a budc dau thdi.” Simon ndi
tinh bo mic du khi 4y long nd ciing dang
tran ngdp niém vui suéng. Ca ba dtra dot
nhién déu cam thdy phan khich tot do.

“Nhung minh da bat dau...”

“Bay gid thi minh bi€t can phai tim dau
moi thtr hat & dau ro61.”

“Minh bat dau tir day.” Barney xoa xoa
cOt da. “Bat dau tur cot da nay.”

“Nhung chinh x4c 1a chd ndo?” Simon
héi, quyet tam quay tr¢ lai véi thuc tai.
“Va bang cach nao?”
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“Minh chi cin xem lai tim ban dd théi.
Chic chin qua d6 minh s& biét duge. Y
em 13, ddu mdi dau tién da dugc danh
d4u rd ranh ranh, lam sao dé di tir mii
dat bén kia sang cot da bén nay, chi can
minh hiéu duoc thoi.” Barney chay lai
chd Simon dé chiéc bald, mo day budc,
tho tay vao luc loi bén trong va 16i tim
ban d6 mau ndu bui bim ra khoi hop.
“Nhin ndy,” nd ndi, ngdi phich xudng va
trai tim ban do 1én tham cé trudc mit.
“Pay 14 noi cot da dugc danh dau...”

“Mang n6 1én trén kia,” Simon noi trong
luc nhin qua vai Barney. “Madt troi van
con chiéu trén ddm co phia trén kia, va

minh can nhi€u anh sén% dé xem cho r0.
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O d6 cting am hon.”

Barney ngoan ngodn leo 1én dbc, ra khoi
phan chan khong 16 cua cot da xam xa
nhit va cao nhat, t6i noi mau xanh cua
thdm co van con sang 1én trong nhitng vét
nang cubi cung. Simon va Jane di theo,
mdi dira ding vé mdt bén nd dé khong
lap bong 1én nhitng hang chit nguéch
ngoac 10 md trén tim gidy da dang cong
lén. Ca bon cui xuéng, cham chu nhin
vao nét phac hoa don gian cac cdt da
trong hinh v€ cua nguoi Cornwall fur
cach day chin tram nam.

Bong giong c6 Withers vang 1én tir phia

sau: “Vay ra la cac chau da tim thay mot
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tam béan do that.”

Nbi khiép s bao trum 1én Barney khién
nd chét dung trong tu thé khom nguoi
canh tim ban d6. Simon va Jane hdt
hoang quay phat lai.

Co Withers diing ngay gan st sau chiing,
& phia trén dc. Bong co ta t6i den va
day him doa trén nén troi hoang hon, va
bon tré khong nhin rd mat co ta. Thé‘mg
Bill im ling hién ra tir dang sau va dén
dimg canh c6 ta. Bong cta hai nguoi do
ling liing truéc mat khién Jane phat
hodng, va d6t nhién em cam thiy so cai
vang vé va im lim cua mili dat.
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Ngén tay Barney quap lai mot cach vo
thirc va tim ban d0, khong con bi chin
mép nira, tu dong cudn tron lai. Tiéng
dong yéu 6t khi chiéc ban d6 cudn lai
vang 1én nhu tiéng sing pha tan bau
khong khi yén lang. “O, dung cat n di,”
cd Withers noi tirng tiéng dong dac. “Co
mudn xem nd.”

Co ta budc 1én mot budc va vuon tay ra,
va, kinh hoang trudc giong ndéi vé cam
ay, Jane kéu 1én that thanh.

“Simon!”

Khi cai bong den vut tién vé& phia no,
Simon thay minh bfm%ttinh. Hanh dong
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nhanh hon ca y ngh1 nod quay lai, cu1
nguol va glat lay tim ban d6 trén gbi
Barney. ROi nd vira chay vua truot
xudng con dudng déc cia Mii Kemare,
vé phia lang.

“Bill! Mau 1én!” c6 Withers ra 1énh. Cai
bong to 16n im lang ding sau cb ta dot
nhién nhu séng day, lao xuéng ddi dudi
theo bén got Simon. Nhung né qua vung
vé khong thé chay nhanh dugc, va dén
khoang gitta doc, no bi vap suyt ngi. No
lay lai thiang bang gan nhu ngay lap tirc
nhung luc d6 Simon da chay va truot
xudng qua bai c6 dén con duong ngoan
ngoéo, cach xa dén ba muoi yard.
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“N6 khong dudi kip anh Ay dau,” Jane
reo, giong run 1én vi hoi hop, va cam
thdy mot nu cudi nhe nhdm lam d6i ma
cang thang ctia em gidn ra.

“Co lén, Simon!” Barney ding day, gao
xuong phia dudi doi.

C6 Withers di dén chd hai dira tré, va
chung lui lai trudc vé mat co ta, vi su
gian dir da lam n6 méo moé di that dang
s¢ va xa la, khong con quyén i, tham chi
cling khong con tré trung nita. C6 ta ham
h¢ voi chung: “Bon tré ngu ngdc chung
may, nghich ngom céac thir ma ching may
khong hiéu...”

https://thuviensach.vn



Co ta quay nguoi bo di, sai nhitng budc
dai va nhanh xubéng doc theo hudng
Simon. Ching nhin theo dang di gian dir
ctia co ta thodt an thodt hién trén con
duong ngoan ngoéo hinh chir chi cho dén
khi bong c6 ta khudt hin sau mii dat.

“Nhanh 1én” Barney néi. “Bon minh phai
di tim ong Gumerry thoi. Simon s€ can
duoc giup do day.”

skekk

Lop co khd tron tudt chang khac nio gd
danh bong dudi chan Simon, chang con
chat do bam nao khién n6 bi truot chan

va tudt xudng bén suon doi; luc thi ban
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chan dap 1én co, luc co lai nam rap dudi
lung va khuyu tay nd, nhung ctr phai gio
mot canh tay 1én dé khong 1am hong tim
ban do. Déng sau no, tiéng truot chan va
nhitng ct vap cta thang nhoc nguoi lang
ning né hon, tiéng thd cua thang nhoc
kho khe trong hong va doi lac lai chin
thé khi bi vap nga.

Mat hudng ra phia ngoai cang trong luc
chay xuéng, Simon cam giac minh c6 thé
nhay mot phat 1 ra tdi bién. Suon bén
nay c6 vé déc hon rat nhiéu so véi con
duong chung treo 1€n, duong cod xanh
udn luon vé tan ctr hing di dudi chan nd.
Trong nguc dap thinh thich va nd qua tap

trung vao vi¢éc tau thoat dén nodi cling
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chang con kip nghi dén chuyén gi s& xay
ra néu thang nhoc kia bat duge nd nita.
Nhung roi dan dan, cam giac kinh hoang
trong bung nd ciing dan bién mat.

Moi thtr gi¢ phu thudéc vao n6 - gitr cho
ban viét c6 dugc an toan va chay thoat.
N6 gin nhu cam thiy thich tha. Pay 1a
mot thdt ma nd cé thé hiéu dugc; cling
giéng nhu mot cudc chay thi hay mot tran
danh nhau ¢ truong, gitta nd va thing
Bill. Va n6 mudn thang. Vira thd hon hén,
Simon vira liéc nhin lai phia sau.
Khoang cach giita no va thang bé kia co
vé gan hon mot chat. Simon voi lao minh
xubng phia dudi dbc, vira trugt vira xoc
niy nhanh dén phat 50, chi thinh thoang
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n6 méi dung théng 1én loang choang chay
duoc vai budec.

Thé roi dot nhién nd xudng dén chan ddc,
dung khung lai va hon hén 1ay hoi. Sau
khi liéc nhin thang Bill dang hdi ha dudi
theo, vira la hét vura trig trirng nhin ltc
thdy n6 quay mit lai, Simon chay tiép,
bang qua canh dong, nhanh nhu mdt con
tho hoang va cam giac cang luc cang tu
tin hon. Nhung n6 khong thé bo han dugc
thang kia lai phia sau. Khoe hon, to hon
va chan dai hon, thing nhoc kia chay
huynh huych dang sau nd V01 quyét tim
sat da, sai budc ning né hon nhung
khong bi trugt chan nira.
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Simon chay dén mét buc tréo canh hang
rao ¢ cudi canh dong va nam lay dau mot
thanh rao gd dé nhdy qua. Phia bén kia
hang rao 1a mdt con duong nho vang
ling, 16 chd nhirng vét xe 1an kha sau da
khé va ciing nhu da véi1 hang cady moc
hai bén duong, vom 14 dan vao nhau
thanh mot mai 14 day phia trén dau. Gio
day khi 4nh ning gn nhu d3 tat han, con
duong hoi mo toi dudi nhitng tan cay va
chi cach vai yard thi ca phia trudc va
phia sau ctia con duong déu bién mat
vao khoang toi vo dinh.

Simon d4o mit nhin trudce nhin sau, nim
chat tam ban d6 trong ban tay uét dam

mo hoi. Con duong nao dan no vé Ngoi
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nha Xam day? N6 khong con nghe thiy
tiéng song bién nira.

Chon btra mdt hudng, n6 ré phai va chay
doc theo con duong nhd. Sau lung, nd
nghe thiy tiéng tng ctia thing nhoc dang
tréo qua hang rao. Con duong dudong nhu
dai ra vo tan trong khi n6 chay, nhanh
chan chuyén tir bén no sang bén kia dé
tranh nhitng vét xe lan. Chay hét khic
quanh nay lai thay khic quanh khac, con
duong cu ubén luon lién tuc nhu mot
duong hAm 4m u dudi nhirng hang cay va
tan 14, chang c6 lay mot 16i ré din dén
mot canh cong hay mot canh dong nao.

N6 c6 thé nghe thiy tié%’tl% chan ctia thang
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Bill déng sau n6 dang chay trén nhirng
16p bun kho cirng ctia con duong.

Biy gio thang nhoc khong con ho hét
nita, ma ngoan c6 dudi theo trong im
ling. Simon cam thiy modt thoang hét
hoang lai len 161 vao trong tdm tri, nd
lién chay hiang hon, chi mong chong thoat
khoi con duong t6i om nhu hang dong
ndy va ra ngoai dong tréng.

ROi dén khuc quanh tiép theo, nd da thay
truéc mat minh 1a bau trdi, bung sang
1én cudi con duong Am u, va chi trong
chdc 1at n6 da ra khoi do, roi chay trén
mot con duong lat gach doc theo nhiing

blrc trong va hang cay yén lang. Lai mot
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lan nita n6 ctr thé r& ma khéng kip suy
nghi minh s€ di vé dau, tiéng dé giay cao
su kéu 1op bdp trén con duong vang tanh.

Buc tuong xam dai déng dac & mot bén,
hang rao cdy cua mdt canh dong & bén
kia, chéng cho n6 mot chat ddu hiéu nao
1a n6 dang chay di dau - Simon biét nd
dang chay chdm dan di, bdi nd da bat
dau thAim mét du van dang rat c6 ging.
N6 bat dau mong c6 ai d9, ai cling duoc,
xuat hién trén con dudng.

Tiéng budc chin cua thing bé kia gio
day vang rd hon bén tai no, at ca tiéng
liu lo cua nhitng chu chim dang an minh

sau tan 14 trong budi to1 tinh mich. Tiéng
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budc chan to hon ca tiéng budc chin cua
nd khién Simon nay ra mét y tudng, va
cudi cung khi con dudng chia ra cac nga
18, n6 gang hét strc ting toc va chay tudt
vao mot nga re.

Birc tuong két thuc bang hai tru cong
méo mo, qua d6 nd thoang thiy mot 16i
di cdy c6 moc um tum. Nhin xa xudng
cudi con dudng nd bit gip cai bong cao
chot vot cua ngon thap nha tho
Trewissick va trai tim no thot lar khi
nhan ra minh con cach nha xa biét bao.

Thang nhoc Bill van chua dén doan r8;
Simon c6 thé nghe thay tiéng budc chan

vang lén mo1 lac modt to hon tr ngoai
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duong cai. N6 voi lui vao cai cong bo
hoang & 16i di rdi ric vao bui cady moc
um tum bén canh mdt tru céng. Gai va
céc nhanh ciy sac dém tir phia khién n(')
dau nhoi. Nhu:ng noé van thu mmh ngdi
yén lang dang sau tan 1, co gang nen
nhung tiéng thd hon hén, dam chac rang
tiéng tim dap thinh thich trong long nguc
nd to dén ndi vang vong khip ca con
duong.

Y tudng d6 cé tic dung. Simon nhin thay
thang Bill, dau toc rdi bu, mit do lung,
ding lai & cudi con duong va nhin ngd
xung quanh. Tréng nd cd vé vira bdi r6i
via tic giém dau nghiéng sang mot bén

dé nghe tiéng budc chan. Roi nd ré va
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cham rai budc theo con duong nhanh noi
Simon dang an nau, vra di viua ban
khoan nhin lai phia sau.

Simon c0 gang nin thd va thu minh vao
bui cay sau hon.

Dot nhién nd nghe thdy mot tiéng dong tir
phia sau. Quay phit dau lai, nhin mit vi
| [17]
bi mot bong hoa van anh mau tia to
tudng dap vao mat, Simon chim chu lang
nghe. Trong gidy lat, nd nhan ra tiéng
budc chan lao xao trén sé1 hudng vé
phia con dudng cudi 16i di. Khe sang
chd nhirng canh cy bi che tdi trong gidy
1at khi h1nh dang mdt nguoi dan ong lu’ot
qua rat gan no, budc c%u e85 E Va



ra cong. Simon thay ong ta rat cao, mai
toc sam mau nhung nd khong nhin duogc
ro mat.

Cai dang ay thing thang di ra duong. Bay
gio Simon d3 nhin thiy ong ta mic toan
d6 den; d6i chan gay dai nhang nhu co
huong, chiéc 4o khoac bang lua den co
anh 1ap lanh bac trén hai ciu vai. Khuén
mit sung sia cua thiang nhoc Bill sang
bung 1én khi trong thiy nguoi dan ong,
va nd chay lai phia 6ng ta khi d6 dang
dimg ¢ gitta con duong. Ho ding noi
chuyén, nhung vi khoang cach qua xa nén
Simon chi nghe thdy nhirng tiéng lao thao
khong ro rét. Thang Bill dang phéy tay

chi vé phia con dudng va 16i di din sau
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no. Simon thay ngudi1 dan 6ng cao den no
lac dau nhung van khong sao nhin rd mat
ga.

ROi dot nhién ca hai xoay nguoi tro lai
phia 16i di va rao budc vé phia Simon,
Bill van thao thao bat tuyét. Simon lo s¢
thu minh vao sau hon nira trong chd trén,
d6t nhién run so hon bao gio hét ké tir
lac bi ruot dudi t6i gid. GA ndy rd rang
c6 quen vé&i thang Bill. Thang iy dang
mim cudi. Khi nhan ra gd dan Ong lai
con to ra rat nhe nhom. Lai mot tén nita
bén phe dich...

Bay gio thi n6 khong nhin dugc gi nira

ngoai nhirng chiéc 14 trudc mat va khong
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dam nhudn minh 18n trude dé nhin qua
khe 14. Nhung tiéng budc chin ca quyét
trén con dudng nhya ctng khong chuyén
thanh tiéng lao xao trén sé1. Chung da di
qua, ra dén bén ngoai birc twong va lén
phia con duong. Simon nghe thiy tiéng
thi thim, nhung khong thé luin dugc gi
ngoai mot doan ma thang Bill ndi to. ...
phai 1dy dugc 16, co 4y noi thé, chic
chan d6 13 cai can tim, nhung bay gio thi
chau dé mat...”

Pé mAt minh, Simon cudi tham. Khi
tiéng chan ching xa dan, thi ndi so hii
trong 10ng Simon cling mat hin va no bat
dau cam thiy niém vui chién thing vi da
danh ltra duoc thé'lng nhh(')c to xac kia. No
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liéc nhin xudng tim ban dd dang cam
trong tay va khé siét chat nhu siét tay mot
ké dong muu. Bay gio yén tinh da tro lai,
nd chang con nghe thy g1 ngoai bai ca
ctia 1il chim trong bong tdi nha nhem. N6
tr hoi khong biét di mudén ldm chura.
Cudc rugt dudi duong nhu dai bang ca
tuan. Cac co chan ciing bat ddu am i biéu
tinh do ngdi thu lu gd bod 1au qua. Nhung
n6 van chd thém, cing tai nghe xem co
tiéng dong ndo chimg to gi dan ong va
thang nhoc kia van quanh quan dau day.

Cubi cung nd ca quyét rang bon ching
chac da mat hut cuoi con duong. Nam
chét tam ban do trong tay, tay kia no ré€

may bui cdy trudc mit va budc ra 16i di.
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Khong c6 a1 ¢ do. Tat ca déu im lim.

Simon rén rén biang qua 16i di rai soi va
dua mét nhin nguoc nhin xudi khip xung
quanh tru cong. N6 chang thdy ai, va
niém vui 4m i trong 1ong, nd vong qua
cong trd lai con dudng ban niy.

Chi dén khi da di dugc vai budc ra dén
ngoai dudng thi n6 méi thiy thing nhoc
Bill va gi dan ong mic d6 den lic niy
dang dung v61 nhau ngay canh bilre tuong
cach chd nd chirng nim muoi yard, trong
r0 ranh ranh.

Simon hit vao danh hirc mot cai, bung

quan lai vi kinh hoang. N6 ding d6 mdt
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lac 1au, khong biét co nén quay tro lai
chd nip canh 16i di trudc khi bi phat
hién hay khong, Nhung trong lic n6é con
dang dimg nghét ra, phan van, thi thang
Bill da quay dau lai, la toang 1én va bat
dau lao vé phia Simon, gi dan ong dimg
cung cling nhan ra va quay nguoi chay
theo. Simon quay ngoat, lao vé phia
duong cai. Cai im lang xung quanh dot
nhién nhuém vé him doa chang khac nao
con dudng nhd cé tan cay két thanh vom
ban ndy; n6 mong biét bao dugc vo su
gitta mot dam dong, nguoi va xe cd, dé
chi it nd cling quén di cai cam giac don
doc dang so trong tiéng chan ruot dudi
ram rap khong ngimg.
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Xudi theo con duong nhanh, vong qua
khiac quanh va doc theo burc trdng quanh
san nha tho, nhanh 1é€n, nhanh nita 1én;
tim Simon ¢t thon thot trong luc n6 chay
khong ngirng. Chan nd van con cimg do
sau ca mot quing thoi gian ngdi thu lu
trong bui cdy va nd bai hoai ca nguoi.
N6 tu biét rang minh s& khong thé tiép
tuc chay dugc lau nira.

Mot chiéc xe ngang qua chd nd, lao rat
nhanh theo hudng nguoc lai. Nhiing ¥
nghi tio bao thoang xuat hién trong dau
Simon, khi né cam thay mit duong ngiy
cang cung dudi dé dép cao su mong: nd
c6 thé kéu 18n va vay chiéc xe, hoic chay

vao mot ngdi nha nho ven duong xin tra
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nhd khi ndo chay gan t6i lang hon.
Nhung thang nhoc Bill gid ddy da c6 mot
ga dan Ong di cung, va gd d6 ddm bia ra
mot cdu chuyén gi d6 véi bat cir nguoi la
ndo ma Simon mudn nhd giup d3, va
nguoi d6 co thé sé tin cau chuyén ciia gi
chir khong tin no...

“Dung lai!” mot giong trAm vang lén
dang sau nd. Tuyét vong, Simon cang cd
gang lao ngudi vé phia truéc nhanh hon.
Moi chuyén s& két thic néu bon nguoi
kia bat dugc no. Ching s& c6 ban viét co
trong tay va toan bo bi mét Sé chang con
gl nira ca. No s€ lam mat niém hy vong
cudi cung, va n s& khién ong Gumerry
that vong...
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Hoi thé ctia nd gio hon hén mot cach kho
nhoc va budc chin nd bat dau lao dao.
C6 mot doan dudng giao nhau dang
trudc. Tiéng budc chan ca quyét dang
sau cang luc cang to hon; n6 tuéng nhu
c6 thé nghe duoc hoi thd cta nhitng ké
dang rugt dudi. N nghe thiy tiéng thang
Bill hét 1én voi vé dac thang: “Nhanh
1én... lao...” Tiéng nbi nghe xa hon tiéng
budc chan. Chac ké theo ngay sau né 1a
i dan 6ng kia, gan nhu di dudi bén got,
tiéng budc chan ciia gi huynh huych mdi
lac mot gan hon...

Simon bt dau thdy minh tho ra dang tai.

Doan duong giao nhau ¢ ngay trudc mat
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nhung nd hau nhu khéng cc‘)n nhin thy.
No mo ho nghe thy tleng no am am ctia
mot co dong co Xe O rat gan bén canh,
nhung cai dau da quia mét moi cia nd
chang ghi nhan dugc gi nita. C6 tiéng kéu
lach cach va tiéng phanh rit 1én ¢ giita
doan dudng giao nhau khién nd suyt nira
thi ddm sAm vao cai mui gi sét cia mot
chiéc xe to.

Simon loang choang dung lai va toan
tranh sang mot bén, chi con ¥ thirc duoc
ndi hiém nguy dang rinh rap st sau got.
Va rdi, nhu bau troi chang vang t6i chot
birng 1én 4nh mét troi, né nhan thiy Ong
Merry dang nghiéng nguoi qua ctra kinh

0t0. ,
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bong co chiéc xe lai rt 1én. “Vao di,
phia bén kia!” Ong Merry hét 1én voi
Simon qua ctra kinh.

Nuc né vi nhe nhom cé ngudi, Simon 1do
dao chay vong ra déng sau 0t0, van manh
cai tay ndm cira xe 0 phia bén kia. No
ngd phich xudng cai ghé xe kéu cot ket va
sap ctra lai trong khi Ong Merry nim lay
can sO va nhin ga. Chiéc xe chom lén
trude, xé¢ qua khic quanh roi phong di.
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CHUONG 8

Nhung 1am sao 6ng biét chd ndo ma tim
dén?” Simon hoi trong khi Ong Merry
cai s6 xe am 1 dudi chan d6i dan lén
Ng6i nha X4m.

“Ong c6 biét dau. Ong chi 1ai xe quanh
lang, hy vong tim thiy chau. Ngay sau khi
Jane va Barney voi vd chay vé nha 1a
ong di ngay. Toi nghiép hai dira nhd,
ching n6 s¢ hét ca hon - chay ao vao
phong khach va vo 1ay ong. B6 me chau
thay budn cuoi vi tudng 1a miy ong chau
minh dang choi mdt trd choi bi mat nao
d6.” Ong Merry mim cttPHBHIERTHENT



“Tro1 a, may la 6ng da 141 xe vao con
duong d6.” Simon ndi. “Chua bao gio
chau gip duoc ai ma thiy ming nhu thé
dau.”

“Chau phai nhd 1a ong biét 1d
Trewissick chir. Khi hai doa noi la
khong tim thdy chdu trén dudng vé nha
thi ong biét ngay la chi c6 mot con
duong duy nhat chau c6 thé chay qua
thoi. Chau chay vao duong nhé Pentreath
phai khong?”

“Dlng 1a mft con dudong nho,” Simon
noi. “Cay co61 moc che kin nhu bung.
Chau cling chang kip nhin xem duong do
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tenla g.”

Ong Merry khé bat cuoi. “U, lam sao ma
kip nhin chit. Nhung 6ng doan la chau ré
tt con duong d6 vao duong 16n
Tregoney, ma ding 13 chiu da 1am thé
that. May la chdu da khong di duong
khac.”

“Tai1 sao a?” Simon hoi, nhé lai 1ac minh
chon btra mot hudng ré & con dudng nhd
trong khi thang Bill dang tréo qua hang
rao ¢ phia sau.

“Hudng ré€ kia ctia con duong la ngd cut.
Dan téi Trang trai Pentreath. Néu nhu

con cO thé goi noi1 do 1a mot cai trang
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trai - nd dd bi bo bé nhidu nim nay roi,
khong con ctru van gi duoc nira. Nguoi
anh hu hong cua ba Palk song & d6 - hian
ta 1a bd thang Bill Hoover. Chinh thang
Bill ciing & d6 mdi ban nd dao vé nha,
ma ciing 1a thinh thoang 1dm. Noi tom lai,
néu chau chay téi d6 thi that 1a nguy
hiém.”

“O1 tro1 01.” 'Y nghi ay khién Simon cam
thay 6n lanh ca song lung.

“Khong sao. Du sao thi chau da khong di
vé hudng d6.” Sau khi nhirng tiéng gam
lach cach cua dong co tat han, chiéc xe
dirng lai va Ong Merry kéo phanh tay.

“Pay roi. V€ nha an toan roi. Ba %i(‘)’
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chau vao nha, tim rira trude khi me chau
nhin thiy. May 12 hom nay mot vai nguoi
ban ctia me chau dén nha choi an tdi nén
me chdu s€ phai ¢ trong phong khach.
Xudng di. Ong s& di cat xe. A, Simon
nay...”

Simon da budc mot chan ra khoi cura, tay
van 6m khu khu ban viét c6 trude nguc,
lién quay lai. N6 chi nhin thay rd moi
khuon mit Ong Merry, mai toc trang bu
xu ctia ong gid di 1an vao trong bong
dém, va anh sang tir ngon den duong nao
d6 trén do6i phan chiéu mot cach ky la
khién hai mit ctia 6ng sang ruc 1én trong
bong tdi.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Chau gioi 1am,” Ong Merry nhe nhang
noi.

Simon khong noé1 gi, chi sdp cua xe lai,
d6t nhién cam thdy minh ngudi 16n hon
bao gid hét. Va khi cai xe da khyc khic
1én dén dinh d6i, nd thiy quén hét moi
mét nhoc va budc sang duong, uon lung
tht thang.

NoO chua kip dat chan 1én bac thém thi
Jane va Barney da dung doi san & cua.
Hai dra h6i ha day nd vao nha va vé
phia cau thang.

“N6 c6 bat dugc anh khong?”
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“Anh van giit duoc tam ban d6 a! Siéu
qua...”

“Bon em tudng la anh s€ bi danh mdt
tran nhu tr co day... “ Barney néi, mat
mo to vé hé trong.

“Anh khong bi sao chir, ha? Chuyén nhu
thé nao?”” Jane soi k¥ mot lugt tir dau t&i
chan Simon nhu bac si dang kham bénh.

“Anh khong sao ca...”

Chot canh ctra phong khach mé ra, chiéu
mot vét sang vao trong sanh. Co tiéng me
goi1, at lén tiéng ri ram bén trong. “Cac

conday a?” ,
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“Vang a,” Jane tra 101 vong qua hang lan
can cau thang.

“Bua ti sap xong roi, cac con du’ng coO
1é mé ddy nhé. Rura rdy xong roi xudng

ngay.”

“Vang, me¢ a.” Canh cua lai dong lai.
“Moi nguoi dang noi chuyén lién tu bat
tan trong éy,” Jane bao Simon. “B6 me
gap mot nguoi ban cli da mat lién lac tir
1au ngoai bén cang. Hoa ra ba ay song &
Penzance. Hinh nhur ba ay ciing 14 hoa si
thi phai. Ba ay s& o lai an t6i. Ba dy co
vé hay phét. Thing d6 dd dudi theo anh

hang dam co a?” ,
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“Hang traim dim ay ch{,” Simon tra 1.
NoO ngap. “Hang tram, hang nghin dam...
va roi Ong Merry xuat hién, ding lic
bon ching chuén bi tom duoc anh.”

“Ching em bao 6ng di tim anh diy.”
Barney hao hirng néi. Bon tré cung budc
1én cau thang.

“Bon minh c6 bao ong di dau,” Jane
khéng dong tinh. “Ong tu di diy chu.
Nhanh nhu t#n lira ay, ngay sau khi 6ng
nghe minh ké chuyén gi da xay ra.”

“Nhung néu bon minh khong néi thi 6ng

lam sao ma biét dé di ctru Simon duoc.”
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Mit Barney rang r& lén vi qua phén
khich. No sin sang danh d6i ca tai minh
dé dugc trd thanh nguoi anh hing trong
cudc rugt dudi éy. “Bon em khong biét
anh di duong nao nén di theo cd6 Withers
mot doan, nhung c6 ta chi di Xuéng phia
dudi mii dat, ngdi trén bii co ¢ dudi
chan doc nhin ra bién.” Giong nd cao
Ién vé ngd vuc. “Vi thé bon em chay vé
nha ding lac Ong Merry vira di cau ca
vé. Bon em ming oi 1a mung khi nhin
thay anh di ra khoi xe,” Barney dot nhién
noi thém.

“Khoéng mimng bang mdt nira anh dau,”
Simon lai ngap cai nira va gio tay xoa
tran. “Anh thay nguo1 ban thiu %ua Chac
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12 tai lic ndy ngdi nap trong bui cay... di
thoi, anh s€ ké cho bon may nghe trong
luc rira ray.”

skesksk

Ban dau bon tré chi mai dn nén khong
chuyén tro gi duogc, va dén cubi bira thi
chung lai mai chdng choi véi con budn
ngl; vi thé ca ba déu thdy may la ba
Hatherton dén choi. Ba Hatherton 1a mot
phu nit nho nhén, thong minh va hoat bat,
da kha 16n tudi, voi mai toc ngan da hoa
ram va doi mat sang long lanh. Ba 1a nha
diéu khic - mot nha diéu khic ndi tiéng,
sau nay Ong Merry bao ching nhu vay -

da ting day me hoi me la sinh vién
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truong nghe thuat. Ba cling co Ve rat dam
mé sian bat c4 mip va sudt ca bira toi lac
thi ba vui vé no1 chuyén vé ngh¢ thuat
vo1 me, luc lai hao hing quay sang noéi
chuyén cdu ca voi bd. Bon tré thich tha
lang nghe nhung chi that su thiy thoai
mai khi ba Palk mang ca phé vao va me,
von da nhin thiy ching ngap tir niy, bao
chung di ngu.

“Khong gi t6t cho gidc ngn bang khi troi
0 Cornwall,” ba Hatherton vui vé noéi
khi bon tré day ghé lai va chao dé di vé
phong. “Néu trong ba chau ddy co chau
ndo theo nghé cua me,” ba nodi thém véi
me, “thi s€ 1a cau nay.” Ba chi vao
Barney khién no lting tin
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Barney ngac nhién chép chdp mit nhin
ba.

5 .
héi.

“Chau mudén lam mot ngu dan co,”
Barney tra 101 ngay. “Trén mdt con
thuyén 16n nhu thuyén Thach Nam Trang
éy.’7

Ba Hatherton cuoi phd 1én. “Mudi nam
nita ma chau van néi v6i ba nhu the,” ba
noi, “thi ba s& ngac nhién lam day. Chic
cac chau ngu ngon. Ba s€ mua buc tranh

dau tién ma chau ve.” ,
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“Ba ay ham ro61,” Barney néi khi bon
chung di 1én gac. “Em khong muon lam
hoa si.”

“Bo qua di,” Simon néi. “Ba 4y hay day
chir. Jane, dung di, vao phong bon anh
mot chit. Anh doan dng Gumerry sap 1én
day. Ong d3 nhin mit 1am hiéu cho anh
khi anh dong cura.”

Bon tré cung doi va chi vai phat sau Ong
Merry da xuat hién & ngudng ctra. “Ong
khéng & lau duoc dau,” ong ndi. “Ong
vira mo1 tham gia cudc tranh luan hira
hen s& kha lau va soi néi voi ba

Hatherton va me cc chau vé nhitng cong
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trinh cua Caravaggio va Salvator

L8],

Rosa
“I e!” Barney noi.

“Pung nhu chau vira noi déy, Barnabas,
‘1 ¢.” Ong cling nghi 1a 6ng chang ranh gi
so v&i1 hat nguoi kia. Nhung du sao
thi...”

“Ong Gumerry, ching chau tim thiy roi,”
Jane hao hing noi. “Chung chau da tim
ra ddu moi thtr hai, va minh da khéi dau
dang huong. D6 1a mot trong nhitng cot
da trén Mii Kemare. Barney va Simon
cung tim ra no,” em that tha noi thém.
“Kia, anh Simon, léy barde T i



Simon dimg day va chay di 1dy cai hop
kinh vién vong, lac ndy trong con bui
bam va méo mo hon trudc, tir trén ndc tu
quin 40. Bon tré trai tim ban dd trén
giwdng va chi cho Ong Merry xem cot da
xuat phat diém, hinh v& nho nhé phac
thao mit troi va chiung da 1am thé nao dé
timra dugc cot da do.

“Nhung chiing chiu khong biét cot da do
& dau trén ban do,” Simon noi. “Vi cac
cot da trén ban d6 khong giéng véi
nhitng cot da that ngoai miii dat.”

Bon tré déu khom ngudi nhin hinh vé
phac thao ma bon chl'm%tkhén thé khong
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goi 1a ban dd, con Ong Merry chi im
lang nhin.

“Ong Gumerry,” Jane ngip ngung noi,
mot ¥ tudng 1o md ma em ciling chwa ndm
bit dugc han hién ra trong dau, “ong co
nghi 13 nguoi d6 viét moi dau modi theo
cung mot hé théng khong?”

“Y em la sao?” Simon hoi, duoi thing
lung va nam ngtra trén giwong.

“Anh c¢6 nhé khi minh bit dau lan tim
dau mbi dau tién thi em da noi 1a nd phai
kiéu nhu cac ban dd kho bau 4y - sau
budc vé phia Pong, hay dai loai thé. Va
anh noi la, khong, co thé nd chi rgori theo
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kiéu mot vt ndy thang hang voi mot vt
khac.”

“Thé thi sa0?”

“Thi c¢6 nghia 13, & tit ca cac budc, phai
lam sao cho moi cai thang hang véi cai
gi d6 khac phai khong? Liéu tit ca cac
dau moéi déu cd cung ddu mbi nhu viy
khong?

“Y em la, viéc ti€p theo ta can tim xem
cai gi thang hang voi cot da?”

Ong Merry van nhin chim chim xuéng
tam ban do. “Co thé vay. Tai sao chau
lai nghi the?”
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“Chinh cai d6 a,” Jane noi. Co6 bé chi
vao tam ban do6. Tat ca moi nguoi déu
cham cha nhin theo.

“Em chang thdy gi ca.” Barney céu kinh
no.

“Nhin cho kia kia. O phia cu6i cua Mii
Kemare ay.”

“Nhung d6 chi 1a mot vét ban nira thoi.”
Simon buc minh. “Céi d6 thi c6 nghia gi
kia cha?”

“NO khong goi1 cho anh nghi dén cai gi

khac a?” ,
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“Khong,” Simon vira ndéi vura ngdp va
nam tré lai.

Ong Merry nhin tirng dira va mim cuoi.

“Q thdi ndo,” Jane buc bdi ndi. “Em biét
1a hom nay anh da lam rat t6t va em biét
l1a anh dang mét, nhung that tinh...”

“Em van dang nghe day.” Barney lén
tiéng bén canh. “Vét ban do thi sao?”

“D6 khong phai 1a mdt vét ban,” Jane
dap. “It nhat 1a chi khong nghi nhu vay.
N6 hoi mo mdt chat, nhung d6 1a mot

vong tron, dugc v€ kha can than va chi
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nghi n6 ¢ ¥ nghia gi d6. Trong nd gidbng
nhu vét kia, cai vét & trén cac cot da ma
hoa ra lai chinh 12 mat tro1 Iac hoang
hon.”

Simon chdng khuyu tay nghén day va lai
bat dau to ra quan tam.

Jane tiép tuc néi to suy nghi ctia minh:
“Ctr theo dau moi thir nhat thi minh phai
tim thiy cot da thang hang v&i mit troi
va tang da noi minh bat dau xuat phat.
Sau d6 minh phai di dén cot da do va
kiém tra xem c6 dung khong bang cach
nhin hudng bong cua no. Co 1€, bay gio
minh s€ phai lam twong tw. Tim xem cai

gi thang hang v4i cot da va roi di dén
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cho do kiém tra xem bong cua n6 c6 chi
vé cOt da khong.”

Ong Merry 1am bam. “Nhitng du hiéu
khi an khi hién nhung khong bao gio

mat...”

Jane quay vé phia 6ng, giong cang hao
hirng hon: “Ptng r6i. Trong ban viét cd
c6 ndi vay phai khong a? Chic chan co
rat nhiéu goi y chi dan trong ban viét co,
ca hinh v& nita. Chi c¢6 diéu cac dau hiéu
d6 bi che giau k§ cang nén minh chang
biét 1am thé ndo ma timra ching.”

“Cai vu toan lién quan dén bong nay,”

Simon no1 vé ngo vuc. “Licu co thé don
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gian hon cach em vira néi khong? Co thé
tat ca nhitng gi minh phai lam la tim xem
cai bong cua cot da do chi dén dau.”

“Nhung n6 s& chi tré lai chd minh xuét
phat,” Barney néi. “Vi 6ng ay khong
dung bong lam dau moi thi nhat. Pau
mbi thtr nhat ma 6ng ta dung 12 “Hay nhin
xem cai gi gitra ban va mait tro1 luc
hoang hén.” Cai bong chi 1a cach dé xac
dinh diéu d6 thoi.”

“O thi l1an nay khong nhat thiét phai 1a

bong nang luc hoang hon.”

“Po6 1a 1y do tai sao em lai chi vét ndy,”

Jane noi. ,
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Barney ndi bang giong ngai ngt: “Co thé
d6 1a mit troi lte binh minh. Chi c6 diéu
1a khong thé duoc, nd khéng nam ding
chd rdi.”

“Khong,” Simon noi. “Tat nhién 1a khong
roi. Bo chi 1a mot vét ban thoi.”

Jane 1dp bap vi mat binh tinh va trimg
mat nhin thiang anh trai. “O... tai sao lai
ctr phai 1a mit troi co chi?”

Ong Merry van ngdi yén lang nhu birc
tugng & canh givong. Ong lai khe khé
no1l mot minh vé au yém' “Nhfrng dau

hiéu khi 4 4n khi hién nhun, bao 10
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mat...”
Simon ngan ngudi nhin ong.

“Anh khong thiy a?” Jane néi gan nhu
hét 1én vo1 anh trai. “D6 khong phai la
mat tro1 - do 1a mat trang!”

Sac mat Simon bat dau thay doi lién tuc,
cir nhu bau troi vao mdt ngdy day gio.
N6 nhin Jane, r6i nhin sang tim ban d6
va Ong Merry. “Ong Gumerry,” né noi
giong ddy trach ctr. “Chau tin 12 6ng da
biét tir ndly dén gio. Jane noi dung khong
ong?”

Ong Merry ding day. Chiéc givong kéu
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cot ket khi ong dirng 1€n va cai dang cao
lénh khénh cta 6ng nhu chodn ca can
phong; ngon dén dung dwa trén tran roi
xudng phia sau dau khién khuon mit 6ng
bi 14p bong lam ca ba dua tré thiy céi
cam giac bi 4n quen thudc. Cai dang
stng siting t6i den cia Ong Merry véi
mot vang sang mau bac md mo vién
quanh dau khién ca bon ling di trong
niém kinh sg.

“Pay 1a cudc tham hiém cua cac chau,”
ong noi. “Cac chau ludn ludn phai tu tim
lay duong di cua minh. Ong 1a ngudi bao
ho, chi vy thoi. Ong khong thé tham gia
hay gitip d& gi ngoai nhiém vu bao vé
céc chau trong suét hanh trinh nay.” Ong
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hoi xoay ngudi mot chat dé anh sang
chiéu vao mit roi sau d6 giong 6ng trd
lai binh thudng. “Ong nghi cac chéu ciing
s& can duogc bao vé trong giai doan sap
tdi. Cac chau biét bay gid phai lam gi
roi chir?”

Simon cham rdi tra 101: “Chang chau
phai tim xem ¢t da d6 chi hudng nao
vao budi toi. Dudi anh trang.”

Barney noi, cr nhu 1a chuyén duong
nhién: “Trang tron.”

“Trang tron a?”

“Cai vét ma Jane chi do - ong ay v€ né
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hinh tron chir khong phai hinh lugi liém,
nhu thé ¢ nghia n6 phai 1a trang tron.”

“Trang hom nay thi thé nio?”

“Cac chau khdng duoc 1én mii dat dé
xem trang toi nay,” Ong Merry nd1 giong
cuong quyeét.

“Khong, chau khong c6 y dé dau. Du sao
thi chau biét chau ciing khong du sirc
nira.” Simon c6 kim mot cai ngap khac.
“Chau chi ty hoi khong biét bay gio 1a
trang tron hay trang khuyét thoi. Néu bay
gior 13 trang non va khuyét thi s& phai chd
rat [au.”
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“Dém nay trang tron,” Jane tra 101. “Em
nhin thiy tring sang qua ctra s6 phong
ngu. Nhu vay co6 nghia 1a ngay mai trang
cling sang nhu vay. Co dugc khong, ong
Gumerry? Y chau 14, toi mai chiing chau
s€ di va nhin xem duogc khong?”

Ong Merry chua kip trd 161 thi Simon da
ng01 day vé tram tu. “Co mot diéu khong
on voi tat ca nhitng suy luan nay. Gia du
ta cO mot Vang trang vra qua ngay ram
thi nhur vy ta di c6 toan bo anh sang can
thiét r6i. Nhung trang lai luon thay doi,
phai khong? Y chau noi 13, tring moc va
13n vao nhitng thoi diém khic nhau va &
nhitng no1 khac nhau, tuy thuoc vao thoi

gian trong nim. Thé - biy ¢i0 dang la
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thang Tam, nhung 1dm sao minh biét
duoc nguoi Cornwall Ay khong vé& nhiing
dau mdi ndy vao gilta thang Giéng hay
thang Tu hay thiang nao d6, khi vang
trang khong giéng minh dang nhin bay

N, 99

g10.
“Anh chi gié1 pha binh théi,” Barney noi.

“Khong,” Ong Merry 1én tiéng. “Simon
no6i ding ddy. Nhung 6ng s& chi n6i mot
diéu. Ong nghi cac chau s& thiy day
chinh la thoi diém d6 trong nam. Ct cho
12 cac chiau may man di, hay 1a gi ciing
dugc. Nhung cac chau da lan theo duoc
dau mbi dau tién, ong nghi cac chau s&

thay minh c6 kha nang lan ra cac dau moi
https://thuviensach.vn



tiép theo. Va dugc, Jane a, toi mai rat
phu hop cho céc chau di nhin bong cua
cac c¢dt da dudi trang. Pac biét thuan 191,
vi mot 1y do ma céc chau chua biét -
ngay sau khi cdc chiu vua di khoi, ba
Hatherton dd mdi bd me chau di xem
xuong diéu khic cua ba iy ¢ Penzance
vao ngay mai va ngu qua dém ¢ do.”

“Hay qua! Thé b6 me chau c6 di khong
a?”

“Phai cho xem. b1 nga di. Va cac chau
ding qua tin tudng vao anh trang nhé. Co
thé van con nhitng van dé kho khin hon
nhiéu dang chd cac chau dy.”
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Hekk

Me dung, mot tay dat 1én canh ctra chiéc
xe O0t0 bé xiu nhu con gian cua ba
Hatherton. “Thé c4c con ¢ chic 13 moi
chuyén s& 6n khong?” Me noi véi vé
nghi ngai

“O1 me, di nhién 1a chac chir a.” Jane
dap. “Chuyén gi c6 thé xay ra voi bon
con dugc chia?”

“Me khong biét, me¢ khong dugc yén tam
lam khi bo cac con lai... nhat 1a sau vu
trOmnira...”

“Chuyén do xa lac r61 ma.”
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“Mién 1a cac con khéng ddt nha 1a
dugc,” bd noi dua. Ba Hatherton di hia
hom sau s& dua bd di cau céa map, va bd
dang rat hao himng nhu mot cha hoc tro.

“Chu Merry dung dé bon tré di ngi mudn
nhé,” me vura 1én xe vira noi.

“Pung lo ma, Ellen.” Ong Merry néi véi
giong Au yém cta mdt ngudi cha tir bac
ctra chd 6ng dang dung, trong nhu mot vi
tdc trudng trong Kinh Cyu Uédc vGi mot
dam tré vay quanh. “Chu s€ khong c6 co
ho1 cho bon tré nghich ngom linh tinh gi
khi ba Palk dang ¢ day dau. Co khi ong

chau t6i lai chét vi an cLua no ay chu,”
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“Thé that su tit ca cac chau khong mudn
di cung a?” Ba Hatherton tya ngudi vao
tay 14i, mat hip hdy duéi anh ning budi
som. Chiéc xe kh& rung 1én khi bd thu
nguoi ngdi vao hang ghé sau. Simon dua
cho b6 miy cai can cau.

“Vang, that thé a, cdm on ba,” nod tra 101.

“Khong an thua gi dau a, khong thé tach
ba dtra nay ra khoi lang Trewissick dugc
nita,” bd ndi. “T6i chua tirng thay chuyén
la doi nhu thé nay bao gio. Tham chi ¢
dua chung dén lang bén canh théi ma
cling kho ching khac gi ndy con sao bién

ra khoi tang da cua no nira la. To1 that
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khong dam nghi chuyén gi sé xay ra khi
dén luc phai vé nha.”

“Thoi, thdi, chiung tu biét ban than ma.
Va t61 cling khong du nbéi1 6ng di sao,
Gido Su Lyon?”

“O1, tro1 o1,” me noi, “chau xin 161 vi
lam chu phai vudng ban voi may daa
nhé nay.” Me nhan mat v&i bon tré.

“V& van,” Ong Merry dap. “DPay 13 moi
truong cua chii ma. Penzance cling cha
c6 g hay ho.” Ong quau quau nhin ba
Hatherton nhung ba chi cudi rat hoa nhi
dap lai. “Pay khach du lich, kem, va

tugng cac con yéu tinh lam bang dong.
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Toan d6 hang chg, di bi thwong nghiép
hoa hét ro1. Ba cur di ma thudng thirc mot
minh.”

“Thoé1,” ba Hatherton cuodi, vira khoi
dong chiéc xe vira noi, “chung t6i dén
vo1 dam yéu tinh vady. Chung t61 s€ guri
vé cho ong mdt thanh d4, Gido Su nhé.
Chao 6ng. Tam biét cac chau.” Chiéc xe
phong di trong nhitng tiéng tam biét roi
rac ¢ phia sau.

“Tam biét!” ba Palk cit giong the thé,
xuat hién dot ngdt phia sau ching ¢ bac
clra, tay vy vay mot tim khin dung dé
16t khay tra. Chiéc xe nd binh bich leo

1én doi ro61 khuat han. ,
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“Ui doi, thich nhé, hai ngudi di choi véi
nhau,” Ba Palk noéi diy vé mo mong.
“Chac 1a ho s& dugc tro lai thud xua, khi
chua c6 my cua rac rdi lay ra doi.” Ba
vung vay chiéc khin vé phia dam tré.

“Y ba noi chung chau 4?” Barney phan
nd hoi lai.

“Phai day, tré con la nhl'rc dau lam...
nhung ma t6i doan 1a miy cb cau sau nay
cling cha dén 16i lao.” Ba mim cudi r6i
bién vao trong bép.

“Ba Hatherton nay c6 ich that.” Simon
khoan khoai néi. “Tat nhién 1a anh hy
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vong bd me s& c6 mot chuyén di rat vui
roi, nhung nhu thé thi bd bién méi
quang, mudn lam gi thi lam, phai
khong?”

“Bong trang...” Jane tu lu n6i. “Anh biét
khong, em dang nghi 1a...”

“Hom nay s& khong suy nghi gi ca,” Ong
Merry noi v4i vé cuong quyét. “Tir gio
dén t6i, ching ta s& khong thé lam gi
duoc. Tir hoi xudéng Trewissick dén gio
ong chua di tam bién 1an nao ca, hay 1a
cac chau dua ong di tim di.”

“D1 tam bién ay a?” Barney ngac nhién

héi lai. .
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“U,” Ong Merry cti xuéng nhin Barney
qua cdp 16ng miy trang ram rap. “Chau
nghi 6ng gia qui rdéi khong boi dugc
phai khong?”

“O... khong, khong, khong dau ong a.”
Barney lung ting tra 161. “Chau chi chua
bao gio nghi dén viéc dugc nhin 6ng tam
thoi.”

“Thé con tam ban do thi sao?” Jane rén
ri.

“Thi minh van dang tiép tuc tim kiém day
chtr,” Simon sang giong.
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“Va chung ta s€ khong dirng lai. Chung ta
s€ tan hudng mot ngdy ém 4 tuyét dep
trén bai bién dy ning.” Ong Merry cuoi
v6i bon tré. “Ma ai biét duoc ddy, c6 thé
t6i nay sé& ¢ trang.”

skekesk

Va kia, bén ngoai khung ctra s6 Ngbi nha
Xam, vang trang ctia mot dém thang Tam
dang treo lo ling, luc miy 6ng chau da
tr& vé nha va dang tam rira trude khi ba
Palk goi xubng an toi. Ca ngay hém ay
trén bd bién troi nang chodi chang nén tat
ca déu rdam nang - lan da tring tréo ctia
Barney gio dang do rat. Nhung luc nay

thi mat trang da thong tr1 ca bau troi; sau
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budi hoang hon, bau trdi sau tham thanh
mau xam den ky la, ngoai trir nhitng ngdi
sao sang nhét, con van vat déu chan hoa
trong mdt anh sang lung linh mau trang
sita dang tran tré 1én khip ca bau troi va
mit bién, ma duong nhu khéng phai chay
ra tir vang trang.

Simon kh& kéu 1én vé phan khich: “Ptng
la mét dém hoan hao.”

“Hum,” Jane am u. Tt lac nay, co bé da
dtng O ngoai quan sat bau trdi va lo lang
nhin cai bong t6i sam trén nén trdi cua
Miii Kemare vuon 1én phia sau nha, den
ngdm va khong thé chinh phuc ndi. Ciing
gibng nhu Simon, em '[%’lély rat hao himng,
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nhung cam giac but rirt cii ciing lai trd vé
trong tam tri em.

Jane gay git tu nhfl v6i minh, tot hon 1a
khong nén nghl vé bong toi nira, hay it ra
1a khong nghi rang né ciing gidng cai dém
ma nguoi dan ong Cornwall xa xua da
vach ra nhirng diu hiéu dé bay gio miy
dtra dang lan theo. Nhung co thé trong
bong t6i kia van con an nap thé luc xau
xa da tirng rinh mo theo ong lac do, tu
mién dat phia Pong thu dich, de doa su
an toan ciia chén Thanh khién ong phai
voi v tim chd an nip... ¢ thé bay gio
thé lyc d6 van dang doi ho, & ngoai kia...
Tai sao hom nay thuyén nha Withers lai
khong sang den nhi...?
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“Thoi, khong nghi nira,” Jane budt miéng
noi to.

“Cai gi?” Simon ngac nhién hoi.

“Khong c6 gi... Em tg no61 vé1 minh
thoi... O1, hay qua, c6 tiéng chuong roi.
bi an théi.”

Ba Palk dang tit bat mang nhirng dia day
thirc 4n tir bép ra r6i lai mang nhiing dia
tréng tron trd vao bép, voi tim trang cua
mot ba me thuc su. Ong Merry néi voi
ba la ho s€ di cau ca dém ¢ ngoai khoi
bén céng, va _ngay lap tirc ba 1ap ké

hoach do SO vé viéc chuan b1 pha ca
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nong d6 vao miy phich dé mang theo va
dé sin nhitng dia banh mi kep trong bép
chd ho tré vé. Nhung ba nhit nhit khong
chiu cho Barney di cung.

“Cau khong dugc di dau khi bi chay ling
nhu thé, cung a, khong on chat ldo dau.
Cau ¢ nha v&i t6i va lam mot gidc ngi
sém, thé 13 tdt nhat. Cau ma di ra ngoai
thi s€ bi co xat vao cac thir va phéng rop
hét ca 1én cho ma xem, va doi ngiy mai
cau s& phai lambep trén giudng trong khi
nhé ra cau c6 thé di choi dudi lang, chic
cau khong muén thé, phai khong ldo?”

“Chau s€ on ma,” Barney ludng lu. Ba

Palk da bo1 kem kém chira bong 1én hai
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cang chan chdy ning cua Barney, nhung
van rat va dau, va mic du di cb ging
gidu dau, n6 van phai nhin mat moi khi
budc di.

Ma né cling rat buén ngi sau mot ngay
choi nghich va boi 101 ngoai troi.

Ong Merry no6i, “Ong nghi tot nhat 1a
chau nén ¢ nha, Barney a. Khi quay vé,
néu chéu con thirc thi 6ng va hai anh chi
s& thong béo tin tirc cho chau biét.”

“Lo s& khong con thire dau,” ba Palk noi
chen vao. Luc nao ba cling doi xur voi
Ong Merry bang mdt cung cach vua

nuong chiéu vura nghiém khac hét nhu
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vo1 Simon, Barney va Jane, mic du ba to
ra hét strc kinh trong “6ng Gido Su”. “Lé
s& ngu that ngon, khong bi qudy ray, dén
tan sang mai, roi budi sang thirc day tuoi
nhu hoa vi khong con dau /iza. Va luc do
thi tha hd ma nghe chuyén.”

“Ba Palk,” Ong Merry noi bang giong
nhu mi, “ba that tot bung, va 1am t6i nhé
dén ba va nudi cua toi ngdy xua qua di
mat, ba 4y khong bao gid dé toi ra ngoai
duong ma khong mang giay cao su. Nhoc
Barnabas, 6ng nghi 1a...”

“Vang, dugc roi a,” Barney budn rau
noi. “Chau doan 1a phai thé thoi. Chau sé
¢ nha.”
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“Phai ddy,” ba Palk cudi vui vé. “Toi s&
di pha mét cOc lwde Am that d& chiu cho
ciu udng trude khi di ngi.” Ba voi vang
di vao bép.

“Hai ngudi may mén that,” Barney ghen
t1 no1 vo1 Simon va Jane. “Em dam ca la
anh chi s& tim ra bao nhiéu 13 dau mdi
hay ho, chi vi em khong thé di cting. That
chang cong bang teo nao.”

“Thuc ra em s€ linh trach nhiém quan
trong nhat cua t6i hom nay ddy,” Simon
nghiém trang néi. “Va ciing 14 nguy hiém
nht nita. Moi ngudi da quyét dinh 1a

mang ban do6 theo s€ rat liéu linh, vi the
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em s€ cO trach nhiém & day canh gac no.
Co thé em phai dung ca tinh mang dé bao
v€ nd ay chir - gid st ma bon trdm quay

M

lai.
“O1, dung,” Jane s¢ hai kéu lén.

“Pung lo, chuyén do6 c6 1€ s¢ khong xay
ra dau,” Ong Merry noi va ding day.
“Nhung du sao thi do cling 1a mot nhi€m
vy, Barney a, vi thé chau khong bi bo
ngoai cudc dau.”

Barney ciing khéng biét nén cam thay
quan trong hay dang thuong nira, nhung
nod ngoan ngoan di ngu. Ngoai lai trong
luc khoi hanh di vao bon dém, ba Ong
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chau nhin thay khuon mat Barney ap
trang nhot 1én khung cua sO trén gac va
canh tay md mo dang vay chao tam biét
ho.

“Tro1 a, lanh qua,” Jane néi, kh€ run Ién
khi ho budc trén con dudng ra khdi lang.

“Chi di thém mot doan nita 13 chdu s& 4m
1én thoi.” Ong Merry an ti. Liac ¢ nha
ong da bat hai dira phai mic 4o len va
quang khan 4m bén trong 4o khoac, va
bay gio ching méi biét on 6ng vi diéu
do.

“Moi thtr xem ra to kinh khing.” Simon

dot nhién noi. Ca ba ong chau déu nodi
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nang khé khang theo ban nang, boi khong
c6 1ay mot tiéng dong ndo trong bong tdi
tinh ling ngoai trir tiéng budc chan nhe
nhang cua chinh ho. Chi do6i luc ho nghe
thay tiéng mot chiéc xe 4m am lao qua
lang, va lao xao khe khé tiéng song bién
vd bd va ko ket tiéng van thuyén dap
dénh quanh chd budng neo ngoai cang.

Jane nhin quanh nhiing mai nha sang 1én
nhu dat bac va nhitng khoanh béng den
dudi anh tring. “Em hiéu y anh r6i. Minh
chi c6 thé nhin théy mot canh cua moi1 thir
thoi, con canh bén kia thi ludn bi sap
bong. Vi thé minh khong biét n6 dai dén
dau... Ma mii dat trong so nhi. May 1a

em khong di mot minh.”
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Do 1a 101 tht nhan ma Jane s& ching bao
g0 no1 vao luc ban ngay. Nhung khong
hiéu sao trong dém t6i thi lai co vé d&
xau ho hon. Simon budt miéng: “Anh
cling thdy thé.”

Ong Merry khong n6i gi. Ong ling 18
budc di bén canh chung, cao 16n, trAm
tw, khuon mit 6ng khuit trong nhiing
quing bong t6i. Mdi budc sai chan dai
lai khién 6ng nhu chim vao dém, cr nhu
thé ong thudc vé thé gidi than bi va tinh
laing va nhitng 4am thanh khong tén rét
nhe.

Sau khi qua cang, dén mot %oc du:on
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ong chau r€ va leo qua hang rao 1€n mii
dat. Con dudng lai udn quanh hudng vé
phia dat lién, va bén trén ho trai dai dai
trién doc t6i sam day co, hudng 1én phia
cac cOt da. Phai mat mot 14t ho mdi tim
thay 16i mon va bat ddu cudc hanh trinh
leo dbc dai dic hét-lui-lai-tién 1én trén
dinh.

“Nghe kia!” Jane dang d1 thi dirng lai va
dot nhién noi.

Ho dung lai nhung khong thay gi, chi co
tieng thd dai cua bién.

“Em nghe nham day thoi,” Simon lo lang

noi.
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“Khong... em chac ma...”

O trén dau ho, tir phia dinh miii dat van
con 10t ngoai tam mat, thoang vong xudng
mot tiéng kéu ma quai, “U... u... u...”

“O1,” Jane thd phao. “Hoa ra chi 1a mot
con cu. Hu via, em khong doan dugc do
la tiéng gi.”

Ong Merry van khong néi gi. Ho lai tiép
tuc leo dbc. ROi dot nhién tat ca déu
khung lai, nhu d thoa thuin ngam tir
truge. Clr nhu ¢ mot tAm man mau den
& dau bao phu xudng xung quanh ho.
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“Cai gl thé?”

“Mot dam may bay qua mit trdng. Nhin
xem. Chi 12 mot ddm may nho thoi.”

Nhu mét lan khoi, ddm may lai tréi ra
khoi vang trang cling bat ngd nhu luc nd
xuat hién; bién ca va mui dat lai nhu dat
bac.

“Ong da bao l1a s€ khong ¢ may ma.”

“U, khong nhiéu lam, chi vai dam may
nho thoi.”

“Gi() da doi hu’('mg roi,” Ong Merry 1én
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ong cat 1én nghe cang tram hon. “Gid
Tay Nam, gi6 Cornwall ddy. Poi khi nd
kéo theo may, doi khi ca nhiing cai khac
nita.” Ong leo tiép 1én sudn ddi, va bon
tré cling khong muén hoi xem ong ndi thé
lacoy gi.

Trong Iac hai dira leo 1én theo Ong, troi
cang nhiéu may kéo dén hon, nhitng dam
may rai rac v6i dudng diém sang 1én nhur
trang bac dudi anh trang, ludt nhanh qua
bau troi cir nhu thé c6 mdt con gié khac
trén d6, manh mé va ca quyét hon con
gi6 nhe dang théi qua mit ho ¢ dudi
suon doi déc.

Va roi ho nhin thdy duong vién cua
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nhirng cot da sung siing bén tren vong
cung t6i om ctia mii dat. Canh t6i tim
1am cho chiing nom cang cao vit dén bi
hiém trén nén troi sang bac, va mat hat
dén dang sg vao trong bong toi mdi khi
mot ddm miy x6 qua che 14p vang tring.
Ban ngdy trong may cot da dé da cao,
gio day trong ching cang khong 16, an
ngit hét ca miii dat, 1an nhitng thung ling
ngap anh trang, trdi dai vao tan sau trong
dat lién tir noi nhitng anh dén trong lang
dang nhdp nhay dudi kia. Jane siét chit
tay Simon, dot nhién thdy hoang so.

“Em chéc 1a ho khong muén bon minh &
day dau,” em no1 giong chang lay gi lam

vul vé. ,
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“Ai khong muon?” Simon hoéi, co ra vé
diing cam bang cach néi to hon binh
thuong.

“Suyt, dirng noi to thé.”

“Oi gioi, nguoi 16n 1én mot ti ndo,”
Simon cang néi manh. N6 khong cam
thay thich thi ti ndo trong cai man dém
vo dinh toi mo nay, nhung di quyét tim
khoéng nghi gi dén diéu d6. Thé roi nd
bdng thay 6n lanh tin thuong vi khi giong
tram tram cua Ong Merry cat 1én ctr nhu
khang dinh lai moi cam giac ctia Jane.

“Ho khong dé y dau,” Ong Merrz/ noi rat
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nhe. “Du gi ching nita thi ching ta van
dugc don chao ¢ day.”

Simon kh& rung minh, ¢ gia vo nhu
khong nghe thdy gi. N6 nhin nhirng cot d4
nhd cao 1én tro1 dang bao quanh ba ong
chau. “Chinh 1a cot nay day.” N6 di dén
chd cot ¢4 md miy dira d3 tim ra ngiy
hom trude. “Chau nhd mot bén nd co cai
16 1a la nay.”

Jane budc dén canh Simon, binh tinh hon
nhd giong néi than nhién ciia thing anh.
“Vang, dung 1a n6 day a. Khi ching chau
dimg & day nhin sang, ching chau ding
thang hang v&i mit troi, va véi tang da

ma Ong chau minh da khoi dau. O mii
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dat bén kia ay. La that, bay gio thi lai
khong nhin thay nita. Chau cr tudng mit
trang chiéu 1én d6 thi ciing gidng nhur mat
troi thoi.”

“Mat trang & hudng khac, tir ngoai bién
chiéu vao.” Simon giai thich. “Gio thi
nhin cai bong di, nhanh 1én, d6 1a cai bon
minh phai 1an theo day.”

“Oi, buc minh qua,” Jane phan nan khi
mot dam may khac luét qua vang tring
va ba ong chau lai chim trong bong toi.
“May ngay cang day dac, chau chi mong
chiing tan hét thoi. C6 vé nhu & trén nay
cling 1ong gi6 hon nita.” Jane kéo cai ao

khoac lién mu sat vao 01 va uan
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khan chat hon.

“Pung lau qua,” Ong Merry dot nhién lai
cat tiéng tir trong bong t6i. Ong dang
dimg dua vao mot cot da khac, chim
khuat trong bong cuia né dén ndi hai dira
tré tham chi khong thé nhin ra hinh dang
ctia Oong. Jane lai thay cai cam giac run
ray kinh hoang quay tro lai.

“Sao thé? C6 chuyén gi vay?”

“Khong, chang lam sao ca... nhin kia,
trang lai hién ra r61.”

Dém tré lai mau sang bac; nglra mat nhin

1én, bon tré c6 cam giac nhu mat trang
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dang tr61 qua nhitng ddam may chir khong
phai 1a nguoc lai; nhe nhang ludt ngang
bau trdi, qua nhitng cudn va dai may
bong x6p ¢ hai bén, nhung van chang hé
11 chd.

Simon that vong budng thdng mdt ciu:
“N6 chang chi t6i cai gi ca!” N6 nhin
chdm cham xuéng nén dat canh chd cot
da. T6i sAm trén mit c¢é 1ong lanh 4nh
bac 1a cai bong ctia cot da do xuéng nho
tring sang trén cao; gidng mdt ngodn tay
md mo chi ra phia ngoai miii Kemare, vé
phia dudng chan troi dat lién toi den vo
tin toan nhimg bii dat hoang cta xur
Cornwall.
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“Cé thé no chi toi mdt diem moc nao d6
ma minh chuwa dé y,” Jane ndi vé nghi
ngd va c6 ddi mat nhin vo vong vé phia
nhirng qua d6i dang bj man dém che phu.

“Co khi 1a nguo1 Cornwall dé da dung
mdt diém mdc nao d6 dén gid da bi do,
bi pha hiy hay di bi sup xudng thanh
trng manh roi. Co thé thé 1am chu. Va
nhu thé thi ¢ nghia 14 bon minh s& ching
bao gio tién thém duoc bude nao nira.”

“Nhung ong ta s€¢ khong lam nhu vay
dau, em biét 1a ong Ay s& khong 1am thé

ma.” Jane ddo méit nhin sdu vao man dém
xung quanh, Vao ngon glo thi giat trén

miii dat hoang vang; va rdi dot nhién em
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dtng sirng ngudi, mat nhin khong chdp.
Tur chd em dang dimg canh cot da 1on
hién gio 1a dau hiéu duy nhat chac chin,
t ltc ndo em di quay dau vé phia mat
trang dang 10 liing troé1 phia trén Mii
Kemare, trén bién khoi; va em nhin théy,
nhu thé d6 1a 1an dau tién, mot duong
anh sang ma vang trang chiéu xudng.

Thing tip nhu mdt mii tén, 4nh phan
chiéu cta mit tring 1am thanh mdt con
duong dai sang tring vuon qua mit bién
dén noi bon tré dimg, twa nhu mot 16i
mon tir qua khir va mot 161 mon t6i twong
lai; hai bén ria rung rinh, chip chon nhu
thé song dénh 1én duéi gié. Va ¢ noi con
duong sang dy két thuc, trén dinh Mii
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Kemare, m0t hinh bong t61 den rd nét
sung sting trudc anh sang bién ca chd
to1.

Jane thi thao v&i Simon, giong khan dac:
“Nhin kia.”

Slmon quay nguoi lai nhin Va cO em gai
biét rang ngay glay phut ay anh minh
cling da nhan ra chic chin khong kém gi
minh rang dy chinh 1 cai ma ching can
tim.

“Chinh 1a nhitng tang d4 ¢ tan cung mii
dat ay,” em no1. “Cai bong kia kia. Chac
chan la dung roi. Va lan nay minh khong

phai theo hudng chi cua bong nira - minh
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phai ding & day, canh cot da nay va dé
tg anh trang dan minh t61 dau moi ti€p
theo.”

“Va dung 1a thé.” Giong Simon cao 1én
khi niém phan khai quen thudc cua cudc
tham hiém mot 1an nita lai tran ngap
trong 1ong nd. “Va néu d6 dung l1a diéu
ong 4y mudn am chi khi néi vé cac dau
hiéu lac an lac hién nhung khong mat, thi
chén Thanh chic 1a duoc ct giau dau do
& gitra nhitng hon d4 kia. Chén giau &
dau Miii Kemare. Oi troi - ong Gumerry
oi, ching chdu tim ra roi!” N6 quay vé
phia vong cung im lim nhiing cot da
khong 16 r6i khyng lai. “Ong Gumerry

01?7’ nd ngap ngurng goi.
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Jane voi chay dén bén Simon. Ra khoi
chd khuat gitra nhimg cot da, gié thoi
duoi toc cua em bay loa xo0a trudc mat.
Em goi to hon, “Ong Gumerry oi! Ong
dau r6i?”

Khong c6 tiéng tra 1o ma chi co tiéng
gi6 i rao lac bong luc tram, to dén ndi
at ca tiéng song bién 1 am xa xa. Jane,
chot cam thiy minh nhé bé biét bao giira
nhitng cot da khong 16 quy quai kia, lién
nam lay tay 4o Simon. Em c6 nhung
giong n6i van run run. “Oi anh Simon -
ong di dau mat roi?”

Simon lai cat tiéng gg)i trong con \%i(’)
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ngdy cang thdi manh: “Ong Merry, Ong
Merry o1! Ong & dau?”

Nhung van chiang cd gi ngoai bong tdi,
va vang tring bac trén cao dang troi di
lac mo, lac to, va tiéng gidé o ao. Hai
dua tré lai nghe tiéng rén ri khan duc ciia
con cu, 1an ndy gan hon, phia trén mii
dat dudi thung ling d6i dién; mot am
thanh khong méy than thién, man dai va
don doc. Jane quén sach moi thtr trir cai
cam giac 1¢ loi giita bong t6i. Em s¢ dén
do ding yén khong noi nén 101, ¢t nhu
thé biét rang mot con song 16n sap do ap
xudng dau ma khong sao nhic minh thoat
duoc ra khoi dudng di cua nd. Néu em

khong dung do, co 1€ n ngay ca Simon
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cling s¢ curng nguoi lai ro1. Nhung thang
anh c6 hit mot hoi that sau, va siét chat
nam dam.

“Lac ndy ong & chd kia,” no noi, khod
nhoc nudt khan. “Pi nao.” N6 budc vé
phia nhitng cot da kia, ltic niy hau nhu
d3 chim trong bong tdi.

“Oi khong...” Giong Jane day kinh hoang
va em nam chat lay tay do anh trai.
“Dung lai gan chung.”

“DPung c6 ngoc thé, Jane,” Simon ndi
dong dac, nghe c¢6 vé dling cam hon 1a n6
cam thay trong 1ong nhiéu.
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Dot nhién, mot con cu khac hi 1én & phia
cudl mui dat. “O1,” Jane rén ri. “Em
muon veé nha.”

“Cd 1én,” Simon nhéc lai. “Ong & chd
kia théi. Anh doén la 6ng khong nghe
thdy bon minh goi vi gi6 & ddy manh
qua.” N6 nam lay tay Jane, va c6 em gai
mién cudng budc theo vé phia nhitng céi
bong 10 i den ngdm cua may cot da. Mat
tring mo di va bién mit sau mot dam
may 16n, chi con anh sang nhd nho cta
nhirng vi sao chiéu 1én moi vat. Hai dtra
than trong budc trong bong toi, chi s s&
dam vao cai gi do bat cur lac ndo vi
khong nhin rd; ndi kinh hoang trong 1ong

chung chi dugc nén lai boi mong moi
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tuyét vong 14 dot nhién thady Ong Merry &
bén canh. Gio 6ng khong c6 ¢ day chiing
mdi thiy 6ng 1a chd dwa vimng chic va
can thiét biét nhudng ndo.

Bay gio chung dang ding chinh gitra
nhirng cot da, va ching chi cam thiy chur
khong han nhin thiy nhimg cot da den
ngom dang vuon lén troi xung quanh
minh. Gi6 thoi manh, luét U 0 trén co, va
mot lan nita ching nghe thiy tiéng ct
phat ra tir trong bong t6i phia dudi.
Chung do dim timg budc mot, cang mat
ra nhin vé phia trudc. Roi dam may ta
toi lai chuyén sang mau sang bac, va
vang tring 16 ra luét qua nhitng dai may

nhdé & bén ria dam mﬁyé 16n; va cung luc
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d6 chiung phat hién mot cai bong tdi om
cao 1on, lung Iiing ngay trudc mit, & chod
luc trude khong ¢6 cot da nao.

Cai bong Ay dudng nhu phong 1én khi gid
thoi, va vi thé chung chot nhan ra do
khong phai da ma 1a mot nguoi rat cao
van by do den, véi cai do khoac dai
cudn bay trong gi6 khi 6ng ta xoay nguoi
vé phia ching. Trong gidy lat, anh tring
chiéu thang vao mat ong ta dung lic ong
ta quay lai, va bon tré nhin thdy d6i mat
an bén dudi cip 16ng may den do ra,
ham ring tring sang léa trong mot diéu
bo khong thé goi la mOt nu cuoi. Jane
kinh hii thét 1én, va gidu mit vao vai

Simon. ,
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ROi dot nhién mat trang lai bi may che
khudt, bong toi gdm ra day de doa duong
nhu lai ndi 1én xung quanh chiing. Khong
noi 101 ndo, ca hai cung quay dau chay,
vira chay vura Vép, bi ndi khiép so thoi
thiic phai tranh xa nhitng cot d4 cadm lang
quy quai kia va xudng dudi d6i, nén chi
dung lai, vo1 cam giac nhe nhom trao
dang trong long lac nghe thdy tiéng goi
tram tram quen thuoc. Ca hai dtra nhin
1én, tho hon hén, va thay Ong Merry dang
dtng in bong trén nén bién sang, & 16i
mon ngay trudc mat.

Ching lao dén bén 6ng, va Jane quang
tay quanh hong Ong Merré///bém chat lay
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ong, nirc nd khoc vi sung sudng. Simon
cling chi con du ty cha dé dimg nguyén
mot minh. “Oi dng Gumerry,” nd vira noi
vira thé hon hén, “ching chéu ching thay
ong dau ca.”

“Chung ta phai nhanh chong ro1 khoi day
thoi,” ong ha thip giong vé cip bach, 6m
Jane vao 10ng va xoa dau cd bé luc niy
van dang run nhu cay say. “Ong ciling im
cac chau. Ong biét trong nhitng 4m thanh
d6 c6 g d6 khong giong tiéng cu. Pi
nhanh théi.”

Ong cti nguoi xudng, nhic bong Jane 1én
bang mot dong tac mau l¢ nhu thé em chi

la mét dora bé so sinh, va cung voi
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Simon di sat bén, ong sai budc xudng
d6i, 1an theo con duong ma ho chi thiy
dugc nho anh trang 16e 1én xuyén qua
nhitng ddm may dang tro1 vun vut.

Simon ndi, thd hon hén trong lic 16¢ coc
di theo 6ng. “O trén kia c6 mot gi dan
ong. Ching chau nhin thiy gi bat thinh
linh hién ra trong bong tdi. G ta mic
mot cai 4o khodc rit to, toan mau den.
S¢ qua co.”

“Ong di tim chung,” Ong Merry néi.
“Chac gi da thoat khoi 6ng. Con co
nhirng tén khéc. L& ra ong khong nén dé
cac chau lai mot minh.”
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Jane, tir ndy van run ray trong tay Ong
Merry khi 6ng budc xudng ddi, bay gio
mGi mé mit va nhin lai mili dat qua vai
ong, noi dam cot d4 nhu nhitng ngdn tay
den van dang chi thang 1én bau troi. Va
dung lac ching sap khuit phia sau duong
chan trdi, em bdng thiy c6 dén gap doi
nhirng hinh thu nhu vay, vi c6 thém
nhirng béng den khac xen gitrta dam cot
da.

“Ong Gumerry, ching dudi theo chung
tal”

“Chung khong dam dudi theo néu éng &
day dau,” Ong Merry binh tinh no1, va

van sai nhitng budc chan dai va thoai
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mai xuong doc.

Jane nudt khan. “Chau nghi gid chau 6n
rol ong a,” em ndéi nho. “Ong dat chau
xuong dugc khong?”’

Hau nhu: khong dung 1a1 Ong Merry dit
Jane xudng va ciing giong Simon, em bat
dau loc coc nira di nira chay sat theo
ong. Ho xudng dén chan déc, roi bing
qua canh dong t6i con duong cai, cam
thdy noi ndy méi yén binh lam sao, sau
cai vo dinh hoang vang va ménh mong
ctia miii dat. Khong con tleng glo réo ben
tai nira, va ho lai nghe thiy tiéng i am
than thién cta bién ca.
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“Ga do,” Simon noi. “Ga dan Ong ma
ching chau nhin thdy day. Chinh 1a gi,
ong Gumerry a, ké ma luc trude chiing ta
chua gip bao gio. Chinh 6ng da clu
chau khoi ban tay gi dy. Ga da rugt dudi
chau, cliing v6i thang Bill.”

Jane 1i nhi déy so hai, vira no1 vira nhin
thang vé phia trudc noi nhitng ngon dén
lang sang lap lanh theo mdi budc em di,
“Nhung em thi nhan ra gi ngay khi anh
trang chiéu vao mit gi. Vi thé nén em
méi sg dén vay. Do 1a cha xtr cua lang
Trewissick. Va ga chinh 1a ngudi da nhin
thdy hinh ban d6 em vach trong cudn
sach chi dan.”
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CHUONG 9

Con lai mOt minh, Barney gi miii vao ctra
s6 phong ngi ctia Jane. N6 nhin thiy
Simon va Jane ngudc nhin 1én va vay tay
chio, nhung Ong Merry chi di thang,
khong liéc ngang liéc doc, bong dang cao
gdy cua 6ng chim dan vao bong ti.
Barney mim cudi mot minh. N6 biét rat
rd cai dang di ca quyét ay.

N6 nhin theo ba ngudi cho dén khi khong
con thiy gi nira trong bong tdi ngoai
nhirng ngon dén trong lang dang nhay
nhot trén mét bién gon song toi tim, giira
nhitng con thuyén nhu"R#iE BERE Ha.



Thuyén nha Withers khong hé c6 anh dén.
N6 quay di khoi cira s6, khé thé dai chan
nan vi bi bo roi. Pé tu dong vién, nd
nam chit hon cai hop kinh vién vong ma
Simon da trang trong dua cho no6 khi 1én
chao tam biét. Ngay lap tirc nd cam thay
dé chiu hon. N6 1a mot hiép si duoc tin
tuong giao phd mdt nhiém vu thiéng
liéng; n6 da bi thwong trong chién dau
nhung van hét minh bao vé tai liéu bi
mat... nd0 nhe nhang co tirng chan 1én va
nhin mit dau dén vi 16p da & dau gdi bi
cing. Biét bao ké thu 1on von xung quanh
dang cd tim kiém tai 1iéu bi mat ma nd
dang nam giir, nhung khong tén ndo trong
s6 bon ching ¢6 thé lai gan...
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“Thoé1 lao, quay tr¢ lai givdong ngu di
cau,” tiéng ba Palk bat ngo cét 1én sau
lung n6. Barney quay lai. Ba Palk dang
dimg lu Iu & 1i cira ra vao, nhin no, 4nh
dén tir chiéu nghi sang khip ngudi ba.
Theo ban nang, nhitng ngoén tay cua
Barney ndm chit hon cai hop kim loai
mat lanh, va no tién vé phia ba, budc nhe
trén d6i chin tran. Ba Palk 10i ngudi mot
chut vé phia chiéu nghi dé nhuong 16i
cho n6 qua ctra. Khi n6 di ngang sat qua
ba, ba td mo gio tay ra vai lay cai hop.

“Cau co cai gi thé?”

Barney giat cai hop ra khoi tam tay cua

ba va v01 nan ra mot ti€ng cuo1. “A,” nd
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cb noi that tur nhién, “mot cdi kinh vién
vong chau muon cta Ong thuyén trudng
day a. No t6t lam. Ba co thé nhin thiy tat
ca thuyén trén vinh di ra khoi. Chau
tuong 13 chiu c6 thé nhin duoc hai anh
chi v6i 6ng di xudng bén cang nira,
nhung trong bong t6i thi chang ich gi.”

“A ra thé.” Ba Palk c6 vé khong con to
mo nita. “La nhdy, t6i chua thiy ong
thuyén trudong ding éng dom bao gid.
Nhung trong nha lay c6 rat nhiéu thi ky
quic, chac chin 1a c6 nhiéu thd ma toi
khong biét.”

“Chuac ba ngu ngon, ba Palk,” Barney noi

va di v€ phong cua minh. ,
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“Chuc cau nga ngon,” ba Palk ndi. “Léu
can gi thi ctr goi 61 nhé. Chac lat lia 13
to1 cling di ngu thdi, cai thoi ma toi phai
thirc chd doi nhiing ngud1 danh cé da
qua r6i.” Ba Palk di xudng va anh dén
noi chiéu nghi phut tat.

Barney bat dén ngu canh giuong va nhe
nhang dong cira. N6 cam thay khong an
toan, nhung van hao hung, khi ma Ong
Merry khong c6 ¢ nha. N6 nghi to1 viéc
kéo cai ghé ra chin cira xong lai thoi vi e
rang Simon sé& bi ngd 16n qua ghé khi tré
vé. Va nd ciling ching mudn dé ai do
tudng rang n6 cam thiy lo lang vi phai ¢

mot minh. ,
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N6 mang ban viét co ra dé nhin 1an cubi
trudc khi di ngn, cling 1a dé doan xem
Simon va Jane c6 thé tim thiy cai gi tir
bong cua cdt d4 kia. Nhung n6 khong
nhin thiy gi trong birc v& so sai nhiing
cot d4 voi mit tring. Bong nhién cam
thay budn ngl, nd cudn tim da lai va tat
den, ric vao chan voi cai hop nam chat
& trude nguc va ngi thiép di.

skekk

NoO khong rd cai gi dd danh thirc minh
déy Trong 11'10 nura tinh, nra mé, tai con
day nhitng tiéng dong tu:cmg twong, no

thdy minh da tinh va cin Sp van toi.
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Khéng c6 tiéng dong gi ngoai tiéng i m
khong ngdt cua bién ca, chi rat khé ¢
phia ndy ctia ngdi nha nhung luén rd mon
mot. Bang vao céc gidc quan dang cing
1én ¢6 tim kiém tiéng gi d6, nd biét rang
phan nao d6 trong con ngudi nd, von van
chua hoan toan ngu han, dang bao dong
cho no réng c6 mot hiém hoa can ké. N6
nam im khong dong cwa, nhung ching
nghe thiy gi. R6i nd c6 mot tiéng ket rat
nhe & dang sau, phat ra tir phia ctra.

Barney cam thiy tim minh dap nhanh
hon. N6 di quen véi tiéng dong vao budi
dém; can ho cuia nha n6 6 London 1a mot
phin cia mot ngdi nha rat cd sudt dém

cr ¢6 nhiing tiéng kéo ket, ri ram nhu thé
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cac burc tuong va san nha dang thd vay.
Mic du & day n6 chua bao gior tinh gidc
du 1au dé lang nghe, n6 doan Ngbi nha
Xam ciing twong ty thé. Nhung tiéng
dong nay, khong hiéu sao, lai khong co
vé than thién...

Barney 1am gidng nhu & nha mdi khi nd
tinh gidc nghe thay tiéng dong la gidng
tiéng trém chur khéng han 13 tiéng k&o ket
thong thuong trén nén nha. N6 lam dong
tAc ngap, can nhin va U & miy tiéng nho
nhd ma nguoi ta thinh thoang hay lam khi
dang ngu, roi 1at nguoi gidng nhu dang
trd minh chir khong phai thirc day. Luc
1at ngudi, nd mo hé mot mit dao nhin
quanh cdn phong that nhanh,
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O nha, khi 1am nhu thé, thuong 1a nd
chang nhin thiy cai gi ca, thé 13 né lai
nga tiép va cam thdy minh that ngdc
nghéch. Nhung 1an nay thi khac. Mot vét
sang rat mong da cho nod thay canh cira
d3a mo, va gan d6 mot ngon dén pin nho
dang lia ngang qua phong. Anh sang tir
den pin siting lai khi né dong day. Barney
rac vao chin trong tu thé mdi, nam yén
va tho that déu trong vai phat trong khi
mat van nham nghién. Dan dan, nd thay
nhiing tiéng dong nho lai vang lén. No
nam lang nghe, ban khoan nhiéu hon 1a
so hdi. Ké nao thé nhi? Ching dang lam
gi? Khong thé 13 ké nao d6 mudn dap vo

so minh, n6 bung bao da, bang khon:
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chung da dap cho minh mot phat vo so tu
trude r6i. Chiung khong mudn danh thirc
minh day, va ching khong mudn gy tiéng
dong. Chung dang tim gi do...

Barney mo mam dudi chin, can than dé
khong 16 bat ki dau hiéu chuyén dong hay
phat ra tiéng dong ndo. Cai hop van ¢
day, va Barney siét chit 14y.

ROi nd lai nghe thiy tiéng dong khac.
Nguoi dang di chuyén ém ru quanh
phong n6 trong bong téi vira khit khit
miii, rat khé. Am thanh hdu nhu khong thé
nghe ndi, nhung Barney nhan ra d6 la
tiéng khit khit n6 da ting nghe r6i. N

ngoac miéng cuoi1 thim nhe nhom va thay
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cac bap co cua minh gidn ra. Ron rén nod
tho tay ra khéi chdn, von vé phia chiéc
ban canh girdng ngu va bat dén.

Ba Palk nhay dung 1€n, dadnh ro1 den pin
xubng nén kéu cach mdt cai va dua tay
lén 6m ngyc. Trong vai gidy Barney bi
16a mat boi thtr anh sang dot ngdt chiéu
khip can phong, nhung né ciing kip chép
mit dé nhin cho ro sy that vong va ngac
nhién trén mit ba. Ba nhanh chong 14y lai
binh tinh va nd mdt nu cudi rat twoi nhu
thé 1am no yén long.

“Oi thé day, 61 cr twong 1a t6i da khong
lam cau thue giac. Tiéc qua. T61 xin 161.

To61 co lam cau so kh@n%?” ,
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Barney hoi thang thimg: “Ba dang lam
cai gi ¢ day the, ba Palk?”

“To1 1én xem cdu c6 khde khong va ngu
ngon khong. Va tdi dinh nhan thé mang
cai coc ban cta cdu xudng rira cung véi
may tht dudi kia lifa. Ban ldy cu ubng
Horlicks ¢ trén ldy, nhé khong? Cau
Chaa phu hd cho thing bé,” ba au yém
n6i thém, “I6 van con chua tinh han kia.”

Barney ngac nhién nhin ba. N6 thiy budn
ngu that, nhung khong budn ngu dén ndi
nhé 1a Jane da vao phong khi nd lén
givdng va noi: “Ba Palk bao hé em udng

xong thi chi cam cai cOc cua em xuodng,
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hay la em mudn udng gi nira khong?”
“Chi Jane cam coc cua chau xuong roi.”

Ba Palk nhin lung tung quanh phong va
md to mat nhin cai ban tréng khong canh
givong. “O vay la co ay da lay roi, toi
quén khudy mat. Toi gia 14an than qua di
mat. Thoi, toi di dé cau ngu lai cho ngon
nhé, cung, t6i xin 16i vi d lam c4u tinh
gidc.” Ba Palk hdéi ha budc ra ngoai
nhanh dén ttrc cudi.

Barney sap ngu trd lai thi nghe thay tiéng
thi thao ngoai ctra, va Simon budc vao.
N6 ngdi bat day. “Moi viéc thé nao? Co
tim thdy gi khong? Bon anh da di dau?”
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“Chflng cO chuyén gi méy,” Simon noi,
giong mét moi. N6 co1 bo 4o gid, ao len
va virt chiing xuéng nén nha. “Bon anh da
tim ra duoc chd tiép theo minh can dén.
Ché ma dau moi thtr hai chi t6i. D6 la
nhitng tdng da ¢ tan cung Mii Kemare,
ngay trén bién.”

“Thé bon anh ¢ dén tin noi xem khong?
O d6 c6 gi khong?”

“Khong.” Simon tra 101 coc 16¢, c¢b ging
dé khong phai nhé lai giay phut hii hung
khi n6 va Jane b1 bo ro1 mt minh trong
bong tdi.
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“Tai sao lai khong?”

“Vi bon dich ¢ trén d6. Ching ¢ khip
chung quanh bon anh trong bong t6i, mot
trong s6 d6 chinh 14 cai gi da cung voi
thang Bill dudi anh hom trude. Jane noi
d6 1a cha x& cua lang. Anh ciing chang
biét nita, rat 1a rac roi khd hiéu. Du sao
thi bon anh cling da bo chay va khong c6
tén nao dudi theo ca. La cai 13, bon
ching déu c6 vé sg 6ng Gumerry.”

“Bon chung 1a ai?”

“Chju.” Simon ngap rat to. “Nay, anh
xuong dudi nha lam coc cacao day. Sang

mai bon minh no1 chuyén nha.”
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Barney lai nam xubng, tho dai. “Thoi
dugc. A...” NoO lai ngoi bat 1én. “Cho
chut da. Bong ctra lai.”

Simon nhin Barney to mo va ay sip ctra
lai. “Chuyén gi thé?”

“Anh khong dugc ndi chuyén gi trudc
mat ba Palk nhé¢. Khong mét 161 nao dau.
Bao ca Jane nira.”

4
A

“Bon anh khong noi1 dau. Véi ca, ba ay
thi hiéu lam sao duoc.”

“Khong dau,” Barney noi vé quan trong,
“Anh tudng vay thoi. Em vura mdi tinh

https://thuviensach.vn



day luc ndy, thiy ba dy dang cam mot céi
den pin lyc loi phong trong bong 1.
May ma em gitt duoc tAm ban do an
toan. Ba 4y dang tim no day. Em ca 1a ba
ay dang tim n6 ddy. Em nghi ba ay /a
ngueoi xau.”

“Hum,” Simon am ur va nhin nd, cod vé
ng}n ngd. Téc Barney rdi bu mat sup
xuong vi ngal ngu. That de tin rang nhitng
gi n6 vira ké chi 1a mot gidc mo ma thoi.

skekk

Sang hom sau, khi bon tré xubng ting
dudi an sang, ba Palk dang tat bat di di

lai lai trong bép d4nh trimg trong mot cai
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bat, khuyu tay dua lén dua xudng nhu
may. Ba vui vé noi: “An sang ldo ba cd
cau.” Barney nhin ba that ki nhung né
chang nhin thiy gi ca ngoai vé hon hau
rang 10 va nu cud1 hom hinh. Thé nhung,
n6 khing khing ty nhi, ba 4y trong rat
dang nghi khi minh bat dén lén t6i hom
qua...

“Hom nay troi lai dep roi,” Jane vui vé
no6i khi bon tré ngdi xudng ghé. “Giéd van
manh nhung chang ¢6 chit miy ndo ca.
Chac 13 gi6 da thoi hét may di roi.”

“A, hy vong 13 /6 ciing khong thoi ludn
ca trai di /ira.” Ba Palk noi, tay diat mot

binh to dung day kem s{ta 6ng vang
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xuong ban.
“Trai gi a?”

“Cai gi!” Ba Palk tron mat nhin. “Thé
cac c6 cau chua doc nhitng ap-phich
quang cao a? Hom nay 1a ngay 1€ hoi hoa
trang. Moi nguoi tir khip quanh ving s&
dén, thAm chi ca tir St Austell /iFa. Thoi
thi d tro... c6 hoi thi boi ¢ cang, rdi ban
nhac trinh dién, r6i moi ngudi nhay mia
tir dudi cang 1én tan phd. Roi choi ban
‘Vii Diéu Hoa.” Chic cac c¢b ciu biét
diéu ctia n6 roi ddy.” Ba Palk bat dau hat
rt to.

“Chau c6 biét diéu nagf Simon noi,
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“nhung chdu tudng ho chi nhdy & vung
khac thoi.”

“0 Helston,” Jane néi. “Vii Piéu Long
Tha ¢ Helston.”

“O thi & d6 ciing nhay,” ba Palk noi.
“T6i doan 13 ho bat chudc diéu nhay ciia
vung lay. Ai chang biét Vii Biéu Hoa cua
Trewissick. Tu thoi ba to1 nguoi ta da
nhay diéu lay doi. Moi ngudi déu mic
nhirng b0 quﬁn 40 sic s& la mat doi tap
hop lai thanh ddm dong trén phd nhay
mia va cuoi [0i vui vé. Hom /ay khong
ai di danh ca ca. O canh dong phia sau
lang, nguoi ta dyng mdt cai trai 1on, &

do co rat nhi€u cac quﬁly hémg nhd, nhitng
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trd choi, doi con thi dau vat... Roi khi
ndo mit troi bit dau lan, ho trao vuong
mién cho /ir hoang 1& hoi va & lai quanh
cang cho td1 khuya, va nhdy mta dudi
anh trang... ho s& vui choi rat lau vi
ching ai ¢ Trewissick mudn ngu trong
ngay 1€ hoi ca.”

“Vui nhi,” Jane noi.
“Hum,” Simon am 1r.

“Oi, cac ¢o cau khong dugc dé 15 18 hoi
lay dau,” ba Palk sot sang noi. “Toi s&
tham gia tir dau dén cubi, lai giéng nhu
nhitng ngay xua ay. O, nhung léu bay gio

to1 cir dung [oi the [ay thi mon trimg cua
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cac cO cau s€ ran danh lai trén bép mat.”
Ba quay nguoi va budc ra khoi phong.

“Nghe c6 vé hay that ma,” Jane noi véi
Simon vé trach moc.

“Thi chic chan roi. Nhung minh con co
viéc khac phai lam. T4t nhién 1a néu may
muon di dén 1& hoi hon 13 di tim chén
Thanh thi...”

“Suyt!” Barney lo lang nhin ra ngoai
cua.

“Oi, khong phai lo vé ba ay dau, ba ay
tot ma. Sao Ong Merry mai chua xuong
nhi?”
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“Y em khong phai thé,” Jane ngoan
ngoan noi. “That ra viéc em mudn 1lam
hon hét 1a quay tro lai mii dat, ¢¢ minh
c6 thé tiép tuc tim tang d4 do.”

“Minh khong thé di néu thiéu ong
Gumerry. Khong biét ong da day chua?”

“Em s€ di xem sao.” Barney tudt khoi

ghé.

“Lay, di dau day?” Ba Palk dang bung
khay qua cira suyt ddm sam vao n6 “Bay
gio ngdi xudng va dn mon ndy di trong
khi dang con long.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Chéau di goi Ong Merry.”

“Thoi dé ong 4y yén, 6ng gia tdi nghiép,”
ba Palk noi cuong quyét. “Di ra ngoai
gitta dém hém, ma tudi da cao nhu vay
doi, thioldo ong ay con dang ngi ngon
lanh. Lai con bay vé di cdu cd dém co
day. Thé ma san bat ca budi cha dugc
con ¢4 lao. To6i doan chic cac co chu da
1am ong mét ba ra doi. Cac ¢d cau phai
nhé la chung t61 khong con tré nhu ba co
cau dau.” Ba dt dir ngdn tay vé phia
chung. “Bay gio thi an sang di doi di ra
duong choi va dé ong ay nga yén.” Ba
lai di ra va dong ctra lai sau lung.

“Oi tro1,” Jane bbi r01 “Ba a ay no1 ding
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day. Ong Merry ciling ¢4 tudi roi.”

“Nhung ong c¢6 1ap cap dau,” Simon cu
nu. “Poi lic ong chang c6 vé gia ti ndo
ca. Pém qua 6ng di nhanh nhu tén ltra Ay
- lai con bé ca may nita. Anh phai cd hét
strc moi theo kip 6ng diy.”

“O thi, biét dau day chinh 1a hau qua.”
Luong tim Jane bat dau can rat. “Pém
qua chic 1a cing thang cho dng lam, hét
chuyén nay dén chuyén kia. Em khong
nghi minh nén danh thirc 6ng day. Bay
gi& moi chin gio thdi ma.”

“Nhung ma minh van chua 1ap ké hoach

hay gi ca,” Barney noi xen vao.
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“Hay bon minh ng61 day doi ong dén khi
ong day vay,” Simon chan ndn noi.

“Oi khong, viéc gi phai doi cha? Néu
bon minh di dén mii dat thi chic ong
khong phan nan gi dau. Khi nao ngu day
ong s€ di theo sau.”

“Chang phai ong di din 13 tir by gio
minh khong dugc di dau ma khong cé
ong kia ma?” Barney noi vé nghi ngai.
“Hay cai gi ma chua noi voi ong thi
chua duoc di 4y?”

“Bon minh c6 thé nhd ba Palk nhén lai

cho ong.”
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“Khong, khong dugc dau!”

“Barney nghi ba Palk thudc phe dich,”
Simon nghi ngd noi.

“Qi, chic chan 1a khong dau,” Jane lo
dang néi. “Véi lai, minh ciing chang can
phai nhan lai. Ong dwong nhién s& doan
duoc bon minh di dau. Chi c6 mdt noi
duy nhat minh mubn dén, 13 nhirng cot da
trén Miii Kemare thoi.”

“Minh c6 thé no6i véi ba Palk 1a ong biét
chung minh di dau. Chi thé théi. Va roi
ba ay s€ noi lai thé va ong s€ hiu.”
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“Minh c6 thé ndi 13 din con Rufus di
dao,” Barney khap khdi noi.

“Y kién khong t&. N6 dau roi nhi?”
“Trong bép. Em s& di dan n6 dén day.”

“Vao bép thi néi luén v4i ba Palk nhé.
N6i v6i ba ay 1a bon minh s& gip ba Ay
& cai 1& hdi yéu quy cua ba dy. Co thé
bon minh s& dén xem.”

Barney nu6t voi miéng trirng bac cuoi

cung ro1 di vao bép, vura di vra gam
miéng banh mi nwdng.

Simon d0t nhi€n ndy ra mot sang kién.
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N6 dimg day, di ra ctra s6 va nhin xubng
dudi doi. R6i nd voi quay lai chd Jane.
“P3 biét ma. Chang dang theo ddi bon
minh rdi day. Thing nhoc dang & cubi
duong, ngdi trén buc tuong dy. Chang
lam gi, chi ngdi d6 va nhin 1én day. Chic
la ching dang dgi bon minh ra ngoai, vi
chung khong biét liéu dém qua bon minh
d3 tim thdy dau mbi chi dén dau d6 hay
chua.”

“Oi, Chaa 0i.” Jane can mdi. Pém qua
trén mili dat di khién em khiép so hon
bao gio hét. Cr nhu thé chung khong
chéng lai con nguoi, ma 1a mot thé lyc
den toi nao do loi dung con nguoi lam

cong cu. Va c6 thé mudn 1am L%l ma dua
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thi lam. “Khong c6 161 ctra sau nao ra
khéi nha dé 1én duoc mitii dat hay sao?”’

“Anh khong biét. La nhi, bon minh chua
bao gio tim xem.”

“Vi minh con mai lam nhitng viéc khac
ma. Em nghi ké ca néu c6 thi bon chung
cling canh gac ro1.”

“Hirm... ngudi duy nhat co 18 biét 16i
ctra sau 13 thang Bill, nhung n6 lai dang
& dang trudce r6i. Co tim xem ciing chang
hai gi dau.”

Barney da quay tr¢ lai, co Rufus hén ho

chay quan bén chan. “Co mot 101 di d%}{,”
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nd ndi. “Minh c6 thé chui qua hang rao &
dau vuon sau. Em phat hién ra trong mot
budi sang anh chi chua ngi day. That ra
Rufus chi cho em day - n6 chay rdi rit
roi dot nhién bién mit, va rdi em nghe
thay tiéng n6 sua & cach xa hang dam, da
duoc nira dudng 1én mii dat réi. Minh di
ra con duong nho 13 t&i mii dat ngay lac
nio chang biét éy chu. Ra ngoai theo
cach nay 1a t6t nhat vi bon chung khong
ngd minh sé& di dudng d6 - chang c6 cong
hay gi ca dau.”

“Ong Gumerry khong biét 16i nay,” Jane
dot nhién nodi. “Ong s€ di ra theo 101 ctra
chinh va bon chﬁng s€ di theo ong, ma

thé thi ciing t& ching khic gi chung di
https://thuviensachvn



theo bon minh tir dau.”

“So gi,” Barney to ra tu tin. “Ong s& c6
cach dé tong khir bon chung di théi. Em
c4 14 1an nay chiing s& khong biét ti gi 1a
bon minh da di dau dau.”

skekek

Khi bon tré da di va ngéi nha tré nén
vang lang, sudt hai tleng dong ho sau do
ba Palk ban bju ¢ tang dudi. Ba co gang
khong gy tiéng dong. Roi ba ngdi nghi
trong bép cham rii udng mot chén tra.

Ba pha tra rat dac, dfmg cai chén vao

loai t6t nhat cta ong thuyén tru:on cal
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chén to dung, 1am tir thr st tau trang
bong, mong va gin nhu trong sudt. Ba
ngé)i bén ban bép nham nhi tra, mot vé
méan nguyén to 16n day bi an hién 1én trén
gwong mit. Mot 14t sau, ba di dén chan
bat bén dudi chau rira va lay ra mot cai
tai di cho rat to, 16i trong tai ra mdt mo
bong bong nhiing ruy-bang mau sac sg,
véi mot thir 1lam bang 16ng vil rat cau ki
chang khac gi cai mii doi dau cua nguoi
Anh-diéng. Ba d6i n6 1én dau, soi guong
va bat cudi. Roi ba can thian dit nd sang
mot bén va rot thém tra vao mot chén
m&i. Ba dit chén vao khay, luét ra 16
sanh va di 1én gac, nhu mot chién thuyén
Iing liing mim cudi day bi an.
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Khong g0 cira, ba md ctra phong Ong
Merry, di vao va dit cai khay xudng canh
givong. Ong Merry van dang vii ngudi
trong chan, thd nang nhoc. Ba Palk kéo
rém cira ra dé anh sang tran vao cin
phong toi 10 mo, roi cti xudéng va lay
manh vai ong. Khi 6ng cya minh, ba lui
lai rat nhanh, ding cho véi nu cudi
thuong truc, au yém nhu mot ba me.

Ong Merry ngdp, rén ri va 6m lay dau vé
ngai ngu, ro1 gio tay vudt mai toc bac bu
Xu.

“Dén gio day roi, thwva Giao Su,” ba
Palk vui vé noi. “Sau ca chuyén lang

thang t01 qua, to1 ctr ké cho 6n% ngu that
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lau. C6 loi cho strc khoe 1am diy. Bay
gi0 ching ta chang con tré trung nhu
trudc lira doi, phai khong ong?”

Ong Merry nhin ba can nhan, chdp chép
mat cho tinh ngu.

“Bay gio 6ng udng tra di, doi toi s& mang
bita sang lai cho ong.” Giong tram tram
cia ba Palk vang 1én khi ba xoan rém
cho gon lai. “Lan /ay thi éng c6 thé an
sang ma khong bi quiy ray doi. Bon tré
da di choi dugc mét luc 1au doi.”

Ong Merry d6t nhién tinh han. Ong ngdi
thang day, trong that la trong bo do ngu

mau do ruc. “Bay gio 1a may gio ro1?”
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“Sao a, bay gio 1a muoi mot gio.” Ba
Palk mim cudi véi ong.

“Bon tré di dau thé?”

“Ong khong phai lo dau. Cac co cdu 4y
co thé tu trong chung lan nhau trong mdt
ngay chir.”

“O1 bon tré ngoc nghéch nay - ching &
dau dugc co cht?” Tran ong nhan lai.

“Théi lao, théi lao, Gido Su,” ba Palk
trach moc. “Cac co cau ay di thay cho
ong day, that thé. Qua la nhitng dwra tré

chin chan, dugc day do6 chu dao, chi
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khong nhu me ho, /6i vO phép ong chu,
lung tung bira bai 1dm. Cac c6 cau ay di
Truro doi day.”

“Truro?”

Ba Palk n¢ nu cuoi ngdy tho. “Vang,
dung thé. Sang nay cdu Simon di nghe
dién thoai. Cai may chét tiét 4y,” ba hoi
rung minh mot chat va néi thém vé ngay
ngd. “Ct kéu rit 1én, 1am t61 s¢ chét
khiép. Roi Simon /6i chuyén véi mét
ngu0’1 & dau day bén kia mét lac lau.
Cudi cung, cdu ay dén ben to1 va loi, co
vé nghiém trong 1dm, cau Chua phu ho
cho cau 4y - ‘Ba Palk, mot ngudi ban

ctia Ong Merry goi dién tir vién bao tang
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Truro, /6i rang 6ng ta can phai gip miy
ong chau gap dé ban chuyén gi d6.””

“Aji thé?”

“Do1 mot chut /ao, Giao Su, t61 chua /oi
xong... ‘Chau nghi 1a ching chau phai di
ngay léu o6ng con dang ngil,” cau Simon
[0i v&1 t01 nhu vay, ‘cho kip xe buyt. Khi
lao Ong tinh diy thi c6 thé dudi theo
chung chau sau.””

“Ai vay cha?” Ong Merry ging hoi.

“Cau Simon khéng cho t6i biét tén...
nhung nghe c6 vé quan trong lam. Va roi
ca ba bat xe buyt t&1 Sht Austell. ‘Khong
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lo dau, ba Palk,” cac co cau ay /oi, ‘chi
can ba loi v&d1 Ong Merry cho chung
chau la duoc.””

“Ba khong nén dé ching di ra ngoai mot
minh nhu thé,” Ong Merry sang giong.
“Xin phép ba, ba Palk, t61 phai day day.”

“Dugc a,” ba Palk no1 vé khoan dung,
van gilttr nu cuoi va vé mat diém tinh, roi
ba ludt di ra khoi phong.

Chi vai phat sau Ong Merry da xudng
tang dudi, quan 4o chinh té, mit cau co
va choc chbc lai 1am bam vé lo lang
Ong xua tay tir chdi bira sang va budc ra
kho1 Ngobi nha Xam. Ba Palk nhin theo fur
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bac cua, théy chiéc xe to tudng méo mod
cia 6ng hién ra trén dudng va rd may
phong vot di, dé lai mot vét khoi den si
trong khong trung khi no bién mat vé phia
lang.

Ba mim cudi va quay vao Ngbdi nha
Xam. Vai phut sau, ba ciing ro1 khéi nha,
nu cudi bi 4n van dong trén moi; ba khoa
ctra va di xudng d6i vé phia cang, trén
tay ling lang cai tai xach. Mot vai chiéc
16ng vii xanh d6 nho ra gat gu bén trén
cai tai dung dua bén canh ba.
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CHUONG 10

Khong hé don gian nhu minh tudng,”
Simon cau may n6i. N6 nhin dam da xam
16m chém xung quanh. “Nhin tr nhiing
cOt d4 dém qua thi cr nhu ¢ day chi co
mot tang d4 nhod ra thoi. Nhung hda ra la
c6 rat nhiéu, ma tang ndo cling to ca.”

Gi6 tir bién thoi vao lam dudi toc cla
Jane ctr von qua von lai dang sau gay.
Em nhin vao phia dat lién. “O day ctr
nhu 13 & ngoai khoi ay. Ctr nhu 1a chung
ta bi tach han ra, va nhin vao dat lién tur
ngoai khoi vay.”
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Diém tin cing ctia Miii Kemare hoang
vang hon bat ki noi nao chung di timg
thay, mic du 4nh ning van lap lanh trén
mit nude tit bén dudi, va mui bién van
thodng trong gi6. Bon tré ding gitta mot
khoang tréng trai toan da, tro troi trén
tham co sat ngay dau mii dat. Phia trude
chung mat dat sut Xuéng thanh mot bo
dbc dung co moc day, va tir d6 vach da
dung dung thut xudng hop véi nhitng tang
da khac, ¢ khoang sdu muoi mét bén
dudi, noi nhitng con song tring xda
khéng ngirng cin nhin va thd than. Khong
thdy c6 dau hiéu cua su song hay hoat
dong gi xung quanh.

“That 1a c6 quanh,” Barne not. “Y em
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1a, chéng hiéu sao, ty ban than canh vat &
day co6 quanh ay. Khic v&i cam giac co
don cta chiung ta. Em ban khoan khong
biét dau mdi tiép theo 1a gi, néu nhu cod
dau moi d6 that.”

“Chi nghi 1a khong c6 dau,” Jane cham
rdi n6i. “Pay 1a noi tin cung r6i. Chang
dan t&i cai gi khac nita ca, moi diu hiéu
déu chi dén day... Rat la 1a minh ching
nhin thdy ai trén duong dén day ca.
Thuong thi van c6 mot vai nguoi di dao
loanh quanh, ké ca & trén miii dat.”

“To1 hom qua thi chac chan la ¢ day,”
Simon noi.
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“Oi thoi ma, em dang c6 quén di day.
Nhung moi to1 khong c6 mdt sinh linh
nao. That l1a ky la.”

“Ong Penhallow no6i dan ban xt tranh xa
noi tdn cung mii dat ndy,” Barney ndi,
tréo 1én ngdi trén mot tang da cao qua
dau ching. Rufus cb tréo theo nhung bi
tudt xudng, danh vira kéu 1én ang ang vira
liém mit ca chin Barney. “Ho khong
thich nhiing cdt da, me‘l cling khong bao
g10 Ién day ca. Ong ay khéng noi nhiéu
vé miii dat nay. Ong 4y bao dan chung
nghi la nhitng tang d4 nay bi ma am, la
ching khéng may min, va nghe ra c6 vé
nhu’ chinh 6ng 4y ciing tin diéu d6. Ong

Ay noi mo1 nguo1l goi day la nhirng Bia
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M’\ 29
“Ho goi nhitng cot d4 thé 47"
“Khong nhiing tdng da nay co.”

“La nhi, chi twong la nguoc lai co déy.
Nhitng cot da trong con na na gidng
nhirng bia m§, chtr nhitng tdng da nay chi
1a da thoi, chang khac gi nhitng tang da
khac ca.”

“Thi ong ay nodi véi em thé.” Barney
nhin vai va suyt mat thing bang. “Chang
qua la ho khong thich ching thoi.”

“Tai sao nhi?” Jane nhin tran tran vao
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vach d4 1ém chom gan nhit, vuon lén
ngay bén trén diu em. Pung bén canh
em, Simon lo dénh gd g& vao vach da
bang cai hop kinh vién vong bang dong,
ban viét ¢6 cudn tron an toan bén trong;
Barney da trinh trong trao lai ca hai thir
cho nd sang nay. Thé rdi dot nhién nod
nging gd va dung sitng nhu troi trong.

“Chuyén gi thé? Anh tim thdy cai gi a?”
Jane nhin vach da to mo.

“Khong... a co... Khong sao dau, anh
chang nhin cai gi ci. Em c6 nhd khong,
trong ban viét c¢6 4y? Gio anh c6 thé
nghe nhu Ong Merry dang néi. Noi ma
ngudi Cornwall do %itéu chén Thanh.
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Trén bién kho1, dudi1 da tham.”

“Pung roi, va cung twong tur khi nguoi ta
chon vi hiép si ky la, t€n Ong ta la gi
nhi...”

“Bedwin,” Barney néi. “Tro1 a, em hi€u
anh no1 gi roi. Trén bién khoi, duoi da
tham. Chinh la ché nay!”

“ Nhung ma...” Jane 1€n tiéng.

“Chac chan r6i!” Simon sung sudng nhay
chan séo loan ca 18én. “Trén bién khoi -
minh khoéng thé ¢ chd nao ma lai trén
bién khoi rd nhur ¢ chd nay phai khong?

Va dudi da tham. O, déy la dudi da con
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N9

gl.

“Va chic day ciing 1a chd nguoi ta chon
Bedwin!” Barney voi vang tut xudng.
“Nén ho mo1 goi da ¢ day 1a Bia M9, va
cho 1a c6 ma. Ho da quén sach cau
chuyén thuc vi xdy ra cach diy hang
trdm, hang trim nim r6i. Nhung ho nhé
duoc phan d6, it nhit thi ho ciing nhé
duoc 1a nguoi ta thiy so hii khi dén day,
va vi thé ho khoéng dén nira.”

“C0 thé 1a ho dung.” Jane lo lang noi.

“Oi, thoi cai kiéu ddy di. Ma, ct cho 1a
hon ma cua Bedwin 1an quat dau day di,
thi 6ng ay cling chang doa bon minh dau
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vi minh & cung phe v&1 Ong ay ma.”

“Té1 hom qua Ong Merry cling noi1 dai
loai nhu vay.” Jane nhan tran, c6 nhd lai.

“Thoi bo di, chi khong hiéu diéu nay co
nghia 1a gi a? Minh dang & ché do day,
minh di tim thay r6i!” Barney thich chi
dén ndi noi lap. Rufus ciing vui 1ay, nhay
cang 1én bén canh ching va sta vao
trong gi0.

Simon nhin Barney. “Thé thi dugc roi.
N6 ¢ daunao?”

“0),” Barney ngdp ngimg noi. “O day.

Dud1 mot trong nhitng téng da n,é;{.”
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“0, phai, chi c6 diéu dung loan xa nhu
1én con nita, suy nghi mot chut di. Chiing
ta phai lam gi, dao tat ca 1én 42 Ching 1a
mot phan cia mili dat ddy. Toan 1a da ca.
Nhin xem.” Simon 14y con dao nhip cua
n6 ra, mot mon vil khi rat oach bang thép
cung vo1 hai ludi dao to ban va mot mii
tach xoan md nut chai, réi quy xudng dao
dat dudi chan mot tang da. N6 nhd lén
tung tim co, dao moit cai hé, duoc
khoang ba inch thi cham dén da ctng.
“Pay, thdy chua?” N6 lay ludi dao cao
vao mat da, lam phat ra tiéng keén ket ron
nguoi. “Lam sao ma chon dugce cai gi ¢
day cha?”
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“Pau phai chd nao ciing nhu thé,” Baney
cu lai.

“C6 thé & dau do lai khac thi sao,” Jane
no6i day hy vong. “Néu minh chia nhau ra
va tim kiém that ki timg ti mot, minh co
thé tim thdy cai gi d6. L& ra minh phai
mang cudc theo méi phai. Nao 1am thoi.”

Thé 13 Barney di xuéng mot dang, con
Jane, von dimg cach nd khoang hai muoi
yard, thi xudng dang kia. Lo lang liéc
nhin bd dat doc dung, Simon di vong
sang mé sat bién r6i bat dau lan tim tir
d6. Ba dira leo 1én leo xubng nhitng tang
da granite sac canh, lan tim trong nhirng

bui co6 ram rap ken & gitta, day manh
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nhirng hon da xem ching c6 suy suyén va
dé 16 ra noi cat giau cai gi d6 bén dudi
khong. Nhung nhitng hon d4 chang may
may nhuac nhich, va bon tré chang thiy gi
ngoai da va co, khong co ldy mot dau
hiéu vé noi cat gidu ndo ca.

Khi ba dra quay tr& lai véi nhau thi Jane
dang nim chit trong tay cai gi d6. “Nhin
nay,” em noi va xoe tay ra. “Moi nguoi
cO nghi 1a that la 1a minh lai tim dugc vo
s0 ¢ day khong? Y em 1a 1am thé nao ma
no lai 1én tan day co chir, trong khi chéng
c6 ai dén day ca?”

“Trong gidng hon da hon la cai vo so,

Simon t0 mo noi, cam 14y vat tron
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em. D6 1a mot vo so nhung bén trong dac
va ctng, dy cai gi nom giéng nhu da; bé
mat ctia vé sO nay cling khong tréng va
rap nhu nhung vo sO thuong thay ¢ bai
bién, n6 nhin hon va c6 mau xAm sam.

“C6 thé mot du khach nao d6 da dén day
va danh ro1 nd,” Barney than nhién noi.
“Khach du lich s& khong so dén day, ho
chang biét gi vé nhitng diéu md nguoi
dan Trewissick van néi ca.”

“Co 18 vay.” Ca ba khinh bi nghi dén
dam du khach.

“Thoi vay.” Jane bo cai vo so vao trong

tai va nhin quanh vé bat luc, “Chan
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Thé 14 minh cing duong roi. Bay gio thi
lam gi?”

“O trén kia phai c6 cai gi d6 chir, chac
chan la phai c6.”

“Bon minh c6 biét chic dau... c6 khi chi
la mdt nac thang khac trong cudc tim
kiém, thé thoi.”

“Nhung chang c6 dau hi¢u gi khac nira
deé 1an theo ca. Thir cung xem lai ban do
xem nao.”

Simon ngdi xOm trén co, van hop kinh
vién vong ra, va ca ba cham chu nhin

ban viét cd, nhitng d(‘)n‘%t chir nét vé mau
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nau 16 mo hién 1én dudi anh nang,

“Em tin chic 6ng Ay mudn noéi rang day
la diém cubi cung cua cudc tim kiém,”
Barney budng binh néi. “Hay nhin xem,
phan cudi cua mii dat ding cho vo thé
ndy. Chang c6 cai gi dé dan dén mot noi
khac ca.”

Simon trAm ngadm nhin tim ban d6. “C6
1€ n6 chi dua minh quay tro lai noi bét
dau théi. Co6 khi tir dau dén gio 6ng ay
van tréu nguoi minh. Kiéu nhu mot diéu
khoan trong hop dong bao hiém iy, dé
bat ki ai cling kh6 ma tim ra chén
Thanh.”
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“Co thé 1a 6ng ay giau ¢ noi nao d6 ma
minh s€ khong bao gio tim thay.”

“C6 thé 1a 6ng Ay da mang no theo.”
“C6 thé 1a chang c¢6 chén Thanh nao ca.”

Bon tré budn rau ngdi quiy bén nhau,
chang thém dé ¥ dén anh mat troi hay
duong luon hing vi ctia dai bo bién va
bién ca. Mot hdi 1au chi c6 sy im lang
that vong bao trum. Roi Barney cham réi
nhin quanh. “Rufus chay dau r6i?”

“Chiu,” Simon rau 11 n61. “Co6 khi n6 ngd
xuong dudi vuc roi cling nén. Con vat
ngoc ngheéch ay dé bi theé lam.”
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“Qi, khong!” Barney lo ling nhom day.
“Em hy vong né khong bi lam sao.
Rufus! Rufus!” N6 cho hai ngén tay vao
mi¢ng va huyt sao inh cd tai. Jane nhan
mat.

Chung khong nhin thay gi, va cting khong
nghe thay gi ngoal tiéng giod, va roi ching
nhin ra mdt tiéng dong la & ngay trén
dau; mot tiéng khut khit va tiéng kéu u
xen 1an véi tiéng sOt soat.

“Rufus trén kia kia!” Barney lan theo
trién da leo 1€n, va hai daa kia nhin thay
chom toc vang cua thang em hién ra dang

sau mot mom da mau xam khi nd ding
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day. ROi d6t nhién Barney bién mat.
Tiéng n6 vong qua vach da va theo gid
bay dén tai hai dira, hoi nghet lai, nhung
roi rit vé ddy phan khich. “Nay! Lai day,
nhanh 1én.”

Nhitng khbi da tao thanh mot th phéo
dai, hét 16p nay dén 16p khic moc lén
nhu nhitng bic tudng thanh véi hang 16
chiu mai. Hai dtra tim thdy Barney &
khoang gitra, dang khom minh bén canh
mdt moém da va nhin theo Rufus. Con cho
dang dtng d6, run ray va cham cha, mii
gi sat vao tang d4, mot ban chan cao cao
nhe nhe trong khi rén 1én u r va danh hoi
khin khit.
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“Nhanh 1én,” Barney n61 ma khong quay
lai. “Em khong biét n6 dang mubn 1am
gi, nhung em nghi nd di tim thiy céi gi
d6. Em chua bao gid thdy no nhu thé nay
ca. Néu 1a mot con chudt hay con thd, nod
s€ phat dién 1én, sua va chay lung tung,
nhung 1an nay lai khac. Nhin n6 ma

29

XCem.

Rufus duong nhu dang bi thoi mién,
khong thé nao ro1 ra khoi bé mat tang da.

“Pé anh xem ndo,” Simon bao. N6 can
than budc qua Barney va vong tay quanh
cd Rufus, du yém gii gii dudi cam con
cho vura kéo con vat ra kh01 chd tang da.

“Co mot khe ho nho o y > Giong nod
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bay vé phia chd hai dira kia dang ding.
“Anh tho dugc ngdn tay vao trong - oa!
Biao ma, phan trén tang da chuyén dong
nay! Anh cam thay né dang chuyén dong,
chic chin 1a thé dy. N6 suyt kep tay
anh. Cai 10 kha to, nhung anh nghi...
Jane, em di vong sang bén canh anh
duogc khong?”

Jane lach qua gitta nhitng tang da dén
canh Simon.

“Bay gid nam vao d6,” Simon hudng
dan, “vao cai mom da nho 1én Ay... khi
ndo anh bao thi 14y hét strc day ra xa, vé
phia bién dy. Chd mot chﬁt anh phai gitr

chat ¢ phia bén nay da.. §1biét coO
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duogc khong... ndo, do ta!”

Khong biét 1am thé dé 1am gi nhung Jane
van nghe 101 rang hét stcc minh day tang
da, Simon & bén canh cling vira hén hén
vira ddy manh. Mot hoi 1au cing thang
tréi qua ma chang thdy gi. Thé rdi khi
ching cam thiy phéi minh nhu sip v&
tung ra thi tdng d4 duong nhu dang dich
chuyén duéi ban tay chiung. Tang da rung
1én nhé nhe, r6i cap kénh kén ket, ken
két. Chung loang choang lui lai, ting da
tron thd nham lan khoi tay chung va roi
xubng cai hd sat canh. Ching cam thay
dam da noi chung dang dirng rung 1én khi
né roi uych xudng,
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Tang da vira lan di dé 16 mot miéng hd
toi om ching c6 hinh thu gi va rong
khodng sau muoi phan.

Ca ba dimg nhu troi trong, miéng ha hic
vi kmh ngac. Rufus chay qua nhu:ng tang
da vé phia mleng hd, cti dau xudng can
than danh hoi roi quay lai, cai dudi vay
vay va ludi the 1¢ ra ngoai riang nhu dang
cuoi.

Cudi cung, Simon budc 1én va nhit miy
hon da nho ¢ miéng hé vit di. N6 quy
xuéng bén canh miéng hd va nhin vao
bén trong, roi thd mot tay vao xem cai hé
sau bao nhiéu.
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Canh tay né mat hut dén tn vai, cho dén
khi phai ndm han xuéng, ma vin chang so
thay gi ngoai 16p da 16m chom ¢ bén
thanh. N6 chdp mit nhin 1én Barney va
Jane. “Anh khong cham tay to1 day
duoc,” nd ndi, giong nghet di.

Giong Simon lam Jane va Barney bung
tinh va ching nhan ra tor ndy té1 gio
chung da nin thd cho doi.

“Anh dirng 1én di, nhin k¥ xem nao.”

“Pay chinh 1a chd d6 réi, dung khong?
Chinh 13 chd 6ng ay giau chén Thanh
roil”
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“Theo anh thi n6 sau bao nhiéu?”
“Qi, tuyét that ddy! Rufus gia gioi lam!”
Rufus vay dudi tit hon.

“Tang da d6,” Jane noi va kinh can nhin
tang d4 da lan xudng dang ndm nghiéng
mdt bén. “Chic né di ¢ day chin trim
nam roi. Tudng twong xem... chin trim
nam...”

“N6 ciing khong dé bay cho lam, phai
khong?” Simon nhé nhe co dudi canh tay
moi nhur. “Nhung hin n6 da dugc dat kha
can thin, néu khong thi bon minh da

chang thé day nd ra dugc. Du sao thi
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minh ciling phai xem n6 sau bao nhiéu
trude khi biét co cai gi trong dé khong.”

N6 tram tu nhin cai miéng hd den si gitra
tang da. Jane thd dai va thoi tudng tuong
vé thé gid1 xa xua.

“Tha mot hon d4 xudéng, minh co thé nghe
va biét duoc nd sdu bao nhiéu. Ciing
giong nhu tiéng sdm 4y. Em co biét
khéng, ngudi ta tinh xem chép xudt hién
trudce tiéng sam may gidy dé biét con
bao con cach bao xa.”

Simon nhat mot vién da ro1 ¢ miéng ho
va dua tay ra gitra khoang t6i RO61 no tha

tay, vién da roi Xuén% mat hut. Tt ca
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chiam chu ldng nghe.

Sau mot luc, Jane ngdi nhom day. “Em
chang nghe thay gi ca.”

“Em ciing thé.”

“Thtr 1a1 nao.”

Simon tha tiép mot hon d4 nita xudng hd,
chung lai cang tai ra nghe xem no roi
xuong day chua. Chang thay tiéng gi ca.

“Lan ndy ciing chang thy gi ca.”

“Khong thiy that.”
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“Chéc 1a nb khéng cé day!”

“Dung c6 ngoc nhu vay, lam gi cé
chuyén khong c6 day.”

“Co thé dau kia cua n6 ¢ tan bén Uc,”
Barney n6i. N6 lo lang nhin céi ho.

“Chi don gian 1a tiéng hon da roi ¢ xa
qué nén minh khdéng nghe thdy,” Simon
no6i. “Nhung chic 1a nd sau kinh khing
lam. Gia ma minh c6 cai day thimg & day
nhi.”

“Xem trong th1 xem,” Jane no1. “T0i anh
hay c¢6 nhiéu d6 linh tinh lam. Tui

Barney cling thé. Lan nao doc ti ra me
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cling bao thé. Biét dau anh lai c6 sgi day
hay cai gi do.”

“C6d may linh tinh thi c6,” Simon buc
minh no61, nhung nd van 1on tai quan ra
do cac thir 1én trén mat da.

Céc tho trong tii n6, mac du hay ho,
chang ¢6 tac dung gi my. Simon 16i ra
mdt dong cac thtr linh kinh gdm mdt con
dao, mot chiéc khin tay da ban nhem
nhubc, mot chiéc la ban mit kinh hoi bi
xude, chin xu rudi, mét mau nén, hai cai
vé xe buyt nhin nhim, bon céi keo bo
ciing goi bang gidy bong kinh di méo
mo, va mot cai but muec.
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“Thoi,” nd nodi, “du sao thi mdi ngudi
cling ¢6 mot chiéc keo dé an” No
nghiém trang chia keo cho tirng dtra. Keo
d3 hoi bi chay ¢ chd gidy bong kinh long
ra nhung van rat ngon. Simon dua chiéc
keo thtr tw cho Rufus, con ché c¢b nhin
mit nhai nhung réi danh nuét chimg ca
chiéc.

“Phi cua,” Barney noi. N6 16n tii cua
minh ra, 1am cét trong tii vang tung toe:
mot vién bi ve mau xanh c6 ng61 sao mau
vang cam ¢ gifta; mdt vién sé1 nho mau

trang, sau xu va bon dong farthing ,
mot anh thiy thu bang chi da mat dau,
mot chiéc khan tay sach s€ hon rat nhiéu
, - o ) . htt s;//thu.vj[ensach.gx
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kim loai day dup cong hai dau.

“Em mang mdt dong cac thtr linh tinh do
lam gi vay?” Jane hoi.

“Thi ai ma biét duoc day,” Barney tra
161 dai. “Lo c6 luc phai dung dén thi
sao. Nao, xem tai cua chi di.”

“Chang co6 gi cd,” Jane noi voi vé ty man
tré con va ro1 10n ca hai thi quan bo ra
ngoai.

“Em c6 mang c4 cai 4o khoac lién mii
nita co ma,” Simon ndi. No di qua nhirng
tang da, treo xuong bai co cua miu dat,

noi bon ching van dang ding, va mang
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chiéc 4o khoac lai. “Pay, xem nao. Mot
chiéc khan tay. Hai cai cap toc. Ping 13
d6 con gai. Hai cai bat chi. Mot hop
diém. Thé em mang nhiing tht nay dé
lam gi?”

“Ciing giéng Barney thoi - biét dau
chiing s€ c6 ich. Co6 ich hon mau day kim
loai ctirich kia 1a cai chac.”

Simon lan thdy mdt cai gi d6 & trong tui
kia. “Tién nay, ca mot chiéc ctc o... Ci
gi day?” No 161 ra mot cudn chi. “Nao,
¢ cach roi. Pung 1a cai thd d& dan nay
chang dang mang theo, nhung minh c6 thé
ding n6 dé do chiéu siu ctia cai hd niy.”
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“Em quén mit 13 c6 cai d6,” Jane noi.
“Théi duoc, anh thing r6i, em ciing mang
theo d6 linh tinh. Nhung anh phai cong
nhan d6 1 d6 linh tinh c6 ich day chi.”
C6 bé cam lay cudn chi. “Trén ndy ghi 1a
chi bong dai mdt tram yard. Chic chang
c¢6 h6 ndo sau dén thé dau nhi?”

“V&i cai hd nay thi anh s& chiang ngac
nhién dau,” Simon dap. “Budc cai gi do
vao cudn chi r6i tha nd xubng.”

“Cai gi d6 nhe théi,” Barney tra 1o1. “
Khong thi dut chi mat.”

Jane gi& mdt doan chi ra va kéo thi.

“O1, chi chdang biét dau, nhung c6 v¢ dai
https://thaviensach.vn



gom. A, chi biét r61, dua cho chi cai mau
day kim loai nao.”

Barney nghi ngd nhin ¢ chi nhung roi
van dua. Jane budc mot dau cudn chi vao
mot dau cong ctia miu day kim loai.
“Thé thoi. Bay gid minh chi viéc tha nd
xubng va doi dén khi né cham day.”

“Anh biét cach ndy hay hon.” Simon cam
cudn chi va dut cai but chi cua Jane vao
16 ¢ giita. Cai but chi tho ra ¢ hai dau.
“Pay, em giir hai dau bt chi va chi s& tu
td ra do suc nang & bén dudi. Nhu la
nhtr ca ay.”

“Dé em lam cho.” Jane quy Xuo §1ben
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canh cai hd va tha mau dy vao miéng hd
t6i den. Cudn chi xoay tron con chi thi
bién mat dan, va tat ca déu nin tho. Roi
dot nhién cudn chi xoay cham lai, cham
hon, r6i dirng hian. Nhung dtng lic bon
tré vura tudng la doan day kim loai da
cham day thi ching nhin thiy dau trén
cua so1 chi dut ra.

“Chan that,” Jane kéu lén thit vong. “Chi
dat roi,” Em nhin xuéng khoang khong
t6i den, cd ging mot cach v vong dé
nhin xem doan chi roi & dau. Simon cAm
1ay cudn chi tir tay em gai va xem xét can
than.

“Du sao thi mat mot nra cudn chi ro1
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vy md van chua cham day. Nhu thé céi
hé nay phai siu dén nim muoi yard Ay
chir. Tac 1a bén muoi 1am mét. Oi me

i” N6 vo nhe vao vai Jane. “Thdi nao,
d6 1an than, em khong nhin dugc céi gi &
dudi 6 dau.”

Jane lay tay phat Simon mot cai va van
cui nguo1 nhin xuong ho. “Imnao.”

Chl'mg kién nhan cho cho dén khi Jane
ng01 thang day, mit do lung. “Em nghe
thay tiéng song bién,” em néi, mat chép
chdp vi choi nang.

“Tat nhién 13 em co6 thé nghe théy song

bién r6i. Anh ciing thé. Bién nam n 2y
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ngoai b miii dat day thoi.”

“Khong, khong. Y em noi 1a minh co6 thé
nghe dugc tiéng song bién & bén dudi
cai ho nay co.”

Simon nhin Jane, vo vO 1én dau va tho
dai.

Nhung Barney nim xudng canh miéng ho
va tho dau vao bén trong. “Chi iy noi
dung roi day,” nd hao himg ndi va nhin
1én. “Anh dén day nghe thir xem.”

“Hum,” Simon van c6 vé nghi ngd, nam
xuong canh Barney. R6i n6 bat dau nghe

thay mot tiéng &m am rat khé vang lén tur
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tit sau bén dud1. Am thanh do6 ¢t nhd dan
roi lai to 1én, cham rai va déu dan. “Bién
O dudi do6 sao?”

“Tat nhién roi,” Jane néi. “Anh khong
nhan ra 4m thanh tram va siu nhu tiéng
cong d6 a? Do 1a tiéng song bién dap
vao mdt vach hang. Va nhu thé c6 nghia
1a... cai hé nay xuyén qua véach d4 ra t6i
bién va chic 1a c6 16i vao hang & phia
duéi kia. D6 la noi nguoi Cornwall dy
dda gidu chén Thanh.”

“Nhung cai hoé khong thé xuyén siu
xubng nhu thé dugce.” Simon cham rii
ngdi ddy, va xoa xoa tai. “Tai sao tiéng
d6 lai khong thé 1a am thhanh do dao dong
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hay dai loai thé, truyén qua vach da tur
bén dudi kia?”

“Thé em hoi anh, cai tiéng d6 nghe co
gidng thé khong?”

“Khong,” Simon thtra nhan. “Khong phai.
Chi c6 dicu... lam gi ¢6 ai dao dugc mdt
cai ho hep ma lai sau nhu thé chir.”

“Co troi ma biét dugc. Nhung ong ta da
l1am duogc r6i day thoi. CO 18 cai vo so
nhé ma em nhat dugc da bi ném lén qua
cai hd nay day.”

“Vay néu chén Thanh ¢ dudi d6, thi minh

phai dén ctra hang, noi bién do vao.
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Chéc chén phai c6 mdt cai hang. Li¢u
minh c6 thé di vong tr phia bén cang
khong nhi?”

“Nghe kia!” Barney dot nhién nhom day,
dung thang nguoi, ddu nghénh ngénh.
“Em nghe thiy tiéng gi d6. Gidng tiéng
dong co.”

Simon va Jane dl'l:ng day, lang nghe tiéng
sOng xa xa va tiéng gi6. Chung nghe thay
tleng kéu cua nhiing con mong bién, tiéng
ang ang nao nung khe khé vang lai tir bén
dudi. Va roi ching nghe thdy 4m thanh
ma Barney di nghe thiy; tiéng dong co
déu déu tram tram tir hudng cang.
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Simon thiy c4i mili dai, miu tring cta
mot chiéc thuyén budm dang vong theo
Miii Kemare ra khoi. N6 vdi thup nguoi
xuéng. “Nam xubng, nhanh!” ndé noi
giong khan dic. “Ching diy! Du thuyén
Phu Nhan Mary!”

Barney va Jane voi vang sup xuéng canh
Simon. “Néu minh cir nip ding sau
nhitng tang d4 thi ching chang thiy dau,”
Simon thi thao. “Khong dira nao dugc
dong day cho dén khi ching di khuat.”

“O day c6 mot cai khe nho,” Barney thi
tham. “Em c6 thé nhin thdy ching qua
khe da... Ga Withers dang ¢ trén boong,

cung vo1 em gai ga. Ong hoa tiéu khong
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& d6, chic 1a dang trong budng l4i...
Chung dang nhin theo hudng ndy, nhung
khong nhin 1€n day, c6 vé dang nhin céc
vach da... G& Withers c6 mdt cai 6ng
nhom... gid gi bo 6ng nhom xudng va
quay sang em gai noi gi do6. Em khong
nhin dugc mat ga, ching ¢ xa qua. Gia
ma chiing t§i gan hon.”

“Oi!” Jane nudt nuéc bot, giong khan di
vi lo lang. “Gia sir c6 cai hang & bén
duéi kia, chén Thanh thi dugc cat gidu &
d6 va chung tim thdy no thi sao nhi!”

Y nghi 4y lam chiing do ca nguoi, va ca
bon ndm im phang phac, ba cai dau cung

mong cho chiéc thuyén bién di xa. Tiéng
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dong co cua Phu Nhdn Mary kéu to hon
khi n6 ludt qua phan cudi miii dat & ngay
phia dudi cho bon tré nam.

“Bon chung dang 1am gi thé?” Simon s6t
rudt hoi.

“Em khong nhin thiy, bi di chin mat
ro1.” Barney that vong van veo nguoi.

Tiéng dong co cta con thuyén ron ca
khéng gian. Nhung con thuyén khong
dirng lai. Trong khi ba dtra nin thd lang
nghe thi né nho dan, chay xa ra phia
ngoai khoi.

“Bay gio thi em lai nhin thﬁr}/ chiing r0i,
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c6 mot cai khe khac... Ga van dang nhin
vé phia bd bién bang ong nhom. Em
khong nghi 1a gi thay gi dau, tréng co vé
van dang tim kiém... bay gid ching da di
qua khic quanh rdi.” Barney lin nguoi
sang bén va ngdi day. “Néu dung la
ching dang tim cai hang thi lam sao
chung lai biét dé ma tim nhi?”

“Chung khéng thé biét duoc, ching chua
nhin thiy tam ban do ma,” Jane dau kho
noéi. “Ching khong thé nao biét duoc.
Tham chi du 6ng cha xir ¢6 vé phe véi
ching va chiung biét dudng ban d6 ma
em vé& nguéch ngoac trong cudn sach thi
cling chang dua lai mot ddu moi nao ca.
Em khong v& bat ky ddu hiéu dau moi
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nao trong do.”

“Nhung néu chung khong biét & dau thi
tai sao chung lai tim dén dang ché dugc
nhi?”

“Anh nghi,” Simon néi c6 vé chic chén,
“ddy chi 12 mot phan trong 10 trinh
thuong ngay cua chang. Nghia 1a, vi
ching khong biét tim chd nao nén chung
tim tat ca cac chd. Ong Merry di noi
diéu gi d6 dai loai nhu vay trong ngiy
dau tién ching ta ban bac. Ciing giéng
nhu kiéu chung luc loi can nha éy - chi la
ht hoa thoi, ching theo phuong 4n ndo
ca. C6 18 chung da nghi vé mdt cai hang

nao do, rat mo ho thdi, nén chung suc
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sao khip ca b bién dé xem ngd nhd cb
tim dugc cai hang nao khong. Khong chi
khu vie ndy ddu, ma sudt ca dai bo bién.
Chang khong thiee sw biét ¢6 mit cai
hang nhu vay.”

“Nhung minh thi biét 1a c6. Ma néu co
hang, sao chung lai khong nhin thay nhi?”

“C¢ khi chung nhin thay ro1 day,” Barney
rau r1 noi.

“O khong, ching khong nhin thiy dau.
Néu c6 thi ching da ding lai r6i. Va
ching ciing s& khéng tiép tuc di tim nhu
em di bao dau. Em béao thé phai khong?”

Jane nhin Barney lo lén%. ,
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“A vang - em thiy gd Withers van nheo
mat nhin qua cdp kinh cho dén tan khi
ching di khuat ma.”

“Pay, thay chua.”

“Co thé con c6 mdt kha nang khac,”
Simon mién cudng ndi. N6 dung lai.

“Cai gi co?”

“Minh nghe duoc tiéng bién. Nhu vay
miéng hang c6 thé bi bit kin. N6 c6 thé
ngam dudi nuéc. Chinh vi thé chung méi
khong nhin thdy. Anh nhé di timg doc

dau do rang & Cornwall c6 rat nhiéu
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hang dong ngdm dudi nudc. Co thé khi
ngudi Cornwall d6 gidu chén Thanh thi
cai hang chua chim, nhung c6 1€ sau chin
tram ndm dat lién d3 bi lan xudng.”

“Thé thi tt roi,” Barney noi. “Ching s&
khong bao gio timra dugc.”

Simon nhin n6 va nhudén may, “Ca bon
minh cling thé.”

Barney tr6 mat. “O o. Chac chan 13 bon
minh c6 thé tim dugc chit. Anh 1an gioi
phét con gi.”

“Khong dé thé dau. Anh cﬁng lan duoc,
nhung anh khong phai 12 cé
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“Em nghi c6 khi toan by hang da bi ngap
dudi nude roi,” Jane ndi chm rai. “Va
chén Thanh cling & dudi nudc luon nén
d3a bi an mon dan giong nhu xac tiu
dam.”

“Va bam day hau,” Simon chém vao.
“Khong thé thé duoc. Chac 1a khong phai
thé dau. Ong ay noi la trén bién khoi thi

chac 1a n6 phai & trén bién khoi chir.”

“Bon minh s& phai tim ra thoi. Ong
Merry sé biét.”

Tat ca bong sttng s¢ nhin nhau.
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“Ong Gumerry! Em quén béng mat ong
r01.”

“Ong dau nhi?”

“Minh da & trén day lau lam roi. Ong
chac 1a thirc day hang gio ro1 ay chir.”

“Barney, chinh xac la em da bao ba Palk
noi gi véi ong nao?”

“Em bao ba ay n6i 1a ching minh di dao
v6i Rufus va ong sé biét ching minh di
dau. Ba ay nhin em hoi 13 la, nhung roi
ba Ay n6i s& nhin lai. Em da ¢6 ging lam

ra vé¢ dua cot,” Barney dap, ve rat
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nghiém trong,

“Hy vong khong c6 gi xdy ra vdi ong
cd,” Jane lo lang noi.

“Pung lo. Anh doan bay gid ong van
dang ngay trén giuong.” Simon nodi. N6
nhin dong hd. “Bay gio dd 1a mudi mot
gio rudi. Pi xudng thit nhanh trudc khi
chiéc thuyén budm quay lai. Lan sau co
thé bon minh s& khong may man thé nay
dau - néu ching khong mé dong co thi
bon minh s& khong nghe thdy duoc. Anh
dang nghi tai sao vira roi chung lai khong
chay bang buém nhi, gi6 to 1dm ma.” No
cau may.
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“Thoi1, nghi lam gi,” Barney n6i. “Minh
di tim 6ng Gumerry di. Vong tro lai 16
ding sau ay, thang nhoc ay c6 thé van
dang theo déi ¢ 16i cira trude.”

“Khong, minh phai di 16i ctra trudc, ong
Gumerry c6 thé di 16i d6. Anh cam giac
13 minh khong con nhiéu thoi gian dau.
Panh phai liéu dé cho bon chung bét gip
thoi. Pi nao.”
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CHUONG 11

Nhung ngay khi ching vira di xudng va
nhin thy quang canh bén cang thi chung
thay ngay 1a khong c6 chuyén di qua ma
khong bi ai nhin thiy hay bat gip.

Nhitng con duong xung quanh bén cang
chat nich nguo1; cac ngu dan va cac chu
hi¢u trong trang phuc ngay Chu nhat, cac
ba vo trong nhitng bd canh mua he dep
nhat va vo sd khach du lich dang tuoi
cuoi hén hé, dong hon bon tré da tung
thdy & Trewissick tir trudc tdi gio. Moi
con thuyén dang lac lu ngang mat ké da
khi thiy triéu 1én cad@{R¥VBEFE" don



sang mot bén, dé tréng mot ving nudc
rong hinh chir nhat khuon trong day phao
mau tring dang kh& nhip nho bap bénh.
Khi di xubng phia cubi con dudng ching
nghe thiy tiéng nd phut ctia khau sung
hi€u 1¢nh, va sau than hinh nau bong lao
minh xudng nudc roéi bat dau quiy dap
trong ddm nudc tring xd6a ban 1én tung
toe qua lan dua quy sdn. Pam dong bat
dau reo ho.

“Chac day 1a cudi hoi thi boi roi,” Jane
hao hitng ndi, hoa minh vao khong khi 18
hoi hoa trang & bén dudi. “Xudng xem
mot 1at di.”

“Tro1 a,” Simon chan nan kéu 1én. “Bon
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minh dang c6 mit st mang ma. Minh
phai di tim Ong Merry trudc da r61 muon
lam gi thi 1am.”

Nhung khong c6 ai ra tra 101 chuong cura
& Ngdi nha Xam, trong luc bon tré ding
trén bac cira ra vao véi tung top du
khach an mic xuénh xoang huyén nao lén
1én xubng xudng ddi qua trudc mat
chung. Va khi Simon di vong ra phia sau,
lay chiéc chia khoa & chd bi mat trén gia
dé do roi mo khoa cira, ching di vao thi
thay ngdi nha trong tron.

Giudng ciia Ong Merry sap gon gang,
nhung ching c6 dau hi€u gi, trong phong
ong cling nhu khap trorhlgpnha cho chung
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biét ong da di dau. Ba Palk ciing chang
thay ddu ca. Co ba dia ca thu ngudi va
xalat dugc day kin trén ban an, phén dé
bon tré an trua. Nhung tit ca chi c6 thé.
Ca ngbéi nha sach nhu lau nhu li, tinh
mich, ngan ndp - va tréng trai.

“Khong biét ong c6 thé di dau day? Con
ba Palk thi & dau nhi?”

“Q, don gian thoi. Chac 1a ba 4y ra ngoai
xem thi boi véi moi ngudi roi. Em biét
ba 4y da thém thuéng cho doi ngay hoi
hoa trang nay nhu thé nao rdi day.”

“Vay ching minh di tim ba éy di. Chic 1a
ba ay biét Ong Merry dang O ”

au.
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“Em bdo nay,” Barney noi. “Hai anh chi
xudéng bén cang di, con em sé& chay lén
dinh d6i dé xem o6ng co 1én d6 hay
khong. Em c6 thé nhin thdy néu ong dang
tréo 1én miii dat, 1én dugc d6 mat kha lau
day.”

Simon nghi trong gidy lat. “Puoc roi,
nghe ciling ¢6 vé hop 1y ddy. Nhung vi
Chtia, néu thdy chiéc du thuyén quay lai
thi dirng c6 dé cho nd nhin thay. Sau do
chay xudng day cang nhanh cang tot nhé,
anh khong mubn ca bon tan tac ra dau.
Anh chi s& di xudng k& d4, diém xuit
phét ciia hoi thi boi ay.”
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“Pdng y.” Barney rao budc, roi lai quay
dau lai. “Nay, anh dinh 1am gi v&i ban
viét c6 dy? Néu khong tim thiy 6ng va
bon minh van phai tu lyc canh sinh, thi
anh c6 nghi bon minh c&t cAm né theo
nhu thé 13 an toan khong?”

“Con an toan hon dé n6 lai bat ky dau
nhiéw,” Simon khéng dinh, nhin Xuéng cai
6ng dung kinh vién vong trong tay. “Anh
s& gitr nd that chit du co bat cir gi xdy

2

ra.

“Thé thi dugc r61,” Barney vui vé noi.
“Mien la anh ding c6 danh roi ndé xuong
nudc ¢ dudt bén cang thdi. Chao nhé.

Em s€ khong di lau dau.” ,
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“Em thidy muing 12 n6 c6 vé rat thich chi
v6i tat ca nhitng chuyén nay,” Jane nhan
xét khi canh ctra ra vao dang trude dong
ram lai. “Em udc gi em ciing thich dugc
nhu nd. Clr nhu c6 ai d6 dang rinh rap &
moi ngd ngach chuc nhiy x6 viao bon
minh vdy. Em chi cam thdy an toan khi
nao chui vao giuong théi.”

“Thoéi vui 1én nao,” Simon an ui. “Em
van con bi 4am anh vi vu téi hém trude
day ma. Lac d6 anh ciing so chét khiép,
nhung bay gio thay hét roi. C6 gang quén
di.”

“No1 thé thi dé lam,” Jane t01 nghiép ndi1
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vé rau ri, “nhung bay gid tu dung ai ciing
hoa ra ngudi xdu hét, ma ching co vé gi
1a chang minh biét dugc d6 1a thé luc
xau kiéu gi nira. Tai sao tit ca bon chung
ctr muén doat bang dugc ban viét co y
vay?”

“0...” - Simon nhin tran, cd gang nhé lai
nhitng gi Ong Merry d3 noi trong budi
dau tién - “chinh 1a ching muén c6 céi
chén Thanh, phai khong? Boi vi no tuong
trung cho mot thir gi d6, nhu thé nao do.
Va chinh vi thé 6ng Gumerry ciing muon
tim duoc nd. Gidng nhur hai thé luc danh
nhau trong lich st 4y. Em khong bao gio
biét chinh xac thuc ra 1a ho chién dau

vo1 nhau vi cai gi, ma chi 1a bén nay
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muon tiéu diét bén kia tho1.”

“Po6i khi Ong Merry giéng nhu mot doi
quén, tit ca trong mot con ngudi. Nhitng
lac ma 6ng tré nén rat ky quic va xa
céch khién minh cam thay nhu 6ng khong
hoan toan & d6 4y.”

“Pdy, em hiéu r6i ddy. Phe bén kia ciing
vay th01 Bon chung kiéu nhu mot d01
quan xdu xa vay. T6i hom qua & chd miy
cot da, trudc ca khi phat hién ra bon
chung dang & d6 thi bon minh da linh
cam thay su xau xa r6i.”

“Pung thé,” Jane nhiét thanh tin dong.

“Oi tro1 o1. Em s€ cam thay an toan hon
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nhiéu néu minh biét duoc Ong Merry
dang ¢ dau.”

“Minh s& biét ngay khi tim thiy ba Palk
théi. Mau 18n, Jane.” Simon vung vé v
nhe vao vai em gai. “Di thoi, minh xubng
bén cang nao. Cr thé nay thi Barney s&
t6i d6 trudc minh mat.”

Jane gat dau, cam théy d& chiu hon. “A
ma - chiéu nay b6 me s& quay vé day.
Anh c6 nghi 13 minh nén dé lai 101 nhan
gi d6 khong?”

“Khong, minh s€ v€ nha sém hon bo me
nhiéu.”
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Hekk

Chung ra khoi Ngoi1 nha Xam, trd lai cho
n6 vé tinh mich, rdi theo trién doc di
xuéng bén cang. Nhiing dta tré khong
quen dang chay nhay noé dua khap xung
quanh, phét 10 nhitng 6ng bd ba me dang
lo ldng goi chiing; va quay hang nho ving
lang thudng ngdy van ban kem trén ké da
gio duoc trang hoang day co hoa va
tranh quang cdo ruc r&d mau sac, nguoi
vao mua tap nap.

Simon va Jane len 161 trén con dudng
doc theo bén cang, xuyén qua nhitng dam
dong dang tha bd, dén khu vyc danh

riéng cho hdi thi boi. Nhun§ chung ¢o6
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cam giac nhu dang phai chéo thuyén
nguoc dong vay; moi ngudi déu dang di
nguoc chiéu hai dira, nén khi chung dén
duoc t6i noi thi tat ca da ket thic. Chi
con vai cd bé, cau bé dang ludn lach qua
dam dong trong b6 dd boi udt nhep, va
nhiing day phao noi dap dénh trén miat
nuoc trong tro, chirng to rang vira cO mot
hoi thi boi tai day.

Mot trong nhitng ngudi vira thi boi vut
qua canh Simon, va khi liéc nhin 1én than
hinh rdm ndu w6t nudc Ay thi nd nhan ra
bd mit dudi 16p toc den thang dudn udt
lu6t thudt. PO chinh 1a thang Bill.

Mdm thang nhoc ha hdc ra, nd khung lai
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trong tu thé sin sang chién dau; nhung
chi mot thoang sau, thay d6i ¥ dinh, nd
quéc mét 1én rdi bo di, chay chan tran
xuyén qua dam dong vé ke d4 phia trude.

“Nay, Jane! Jane o1!” Simon vi vang
goi to. Jane dang ¢ trudc anh trai may
budc chan va khong dé y thay thang Bill.

Mot giong ndi tram tram vang 18n bén tai
Simon, “Chu ban cua chau vira thua cudc
day. Tam trang /6 dang khong duoc 6n
lam dau. Nha ‘Oovers toan thé ca.”

Simon ngd quanh, va trong thiy bo mit
nau sam nhdn nheo dang twoi cuoi cua

ong danh ca chung da %ﬁgst/rl% gagg dau



tién chiing va cham véi thing Bill.

“Xin chao bac Penhallow,” no 1én tiéng,
bung nghi cdu chio 4y nghe that lac 16ng
biét bao. “Thé nd vira tham gia hoi thi
boi diy a?”

“0, ding thé, cudc dua dé gianh chirc vo
dich. L6 van cu xir i t& nhu moi khi,
thua chi vi vé sau dira théng cudc mot
vai yard/én quay lung lai ngay khi thang
bé kia di dén bat tay dé cam on /6 vi mot
cuoc dua tai ra tro.” Ong cudi tim tim.
“Ngudi chién thing 1a thang ut nha béac.”

“Con bac éy a?” Jane ngac nhién, em da
quay lai khi nghe th%XpsF/llﬁwI&%e 01 cua
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Simon.

Em nhin vao khuoén mit dii dau suong
gid6 cua Oong Penhallow; ong trong qua
gia dé c6 mot dira con con tré trong do
tudi tham dy cude thi boi.

“Pung diy,” 6ng gia danh ca diém dam
tra 10i. “Mot thiéu lién cing coi. Bay
gio /6 muoi sau roi ddy, ¢ trong luc
lugng Thuong Thuyén va hién dang nghi
phép.”

“Bac nay,” Simon noi, bi an tuong manh.
“Bac nghi 1a chau co thé tham gia doi
Thuong Thuyén khi chau dit muoi sau
tu6i khong?”
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“Chau phai doi thém chut lira da,” ong
Penhallow no6i, nhady mat cudi vo1 no.
“Cudc song trén bién la vat va lam.”

“Barney n6i 1a n6 mudn tr¢ thanh ngu
dan nhu bac bay gio ddy,” Jane chen
va0. “Va co chiéc thuyén 16n nhu chiéc
Thach Nam Trdng nita.”

Ong Penhallow bat cudi. “Thang bé s&
chang bao ldu dau ma bo y dinh do thoi.
Léu 16 16n hon chut lita bac s& dua [6 ra
bién voi bon bac mot dém, roi sau 16 s&
d6i y ngay tip lu thoi.”

“Bac ¢ di bién tdi nay khong a?”
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“Khong. Tdi nay phai nghi ngoi chir.”

Bdng nhién Jane cam thdy mot bén gidy
won udt, em cti xuéng va phat hién ra
minh dang gidm vao mét viing nuéc. Em
vOi vang budc sang bén. “Chac tai nhiing
ngudi thi boi ndy vay nudc khip noi.
Sudt doc bd bién day nhitng ving nuée
thé nay.”

“Khong phai chi do nguoi di boi dau,
chau yéu a,” 6ng Penhallow noi. “Con 1a
do thuy triéu /ifa day. Sang lay thuy triéu
d3 1én dén tan trén kia - thang lay nhiing
con lwde tridu c6 vé cao hon binh

thuong.”
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“Q dung rdi,” Simon néi. “Nhin kia - ¢
mAy mau rong bién & sat trong cung 16
di kia kia. Chac 1a thily triéu da dat lén
tan chd buc tuong. N6 c6 thudng 1én cao
thé nay khong a?”

“Chi thinh thoang thoi. Mot hay hai lan
moi ldm - thuong thiang Ba va thang
Chin. Nhitng con thily triéu 1on vao giira
thang TAm nhu thé ldy 1a rat la. Bac nghi
12 do my con gi6 manh /dy.”

“Theé thi n6 s€ rat ra bao xa a?”” Jane hoi,
bi cudn hit vao cau chuyén.

“0, kha xa day. Khi thﬁ}}f triéu xuén%hthép
ttps://thuvie .vn
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bén cang lay tréng chang ra gi dau,
nhung trong nhitng con thiy triéu 16n
nhat trong /6con t¢ hon nhiéu. Pay bun
dat va rong bién luu ciru hoi ham binh
thuong khong nhin thdy. Cac chau hiy
doi dén khoang lam gio chiéu lay.
Nhung ma, bac dam cudc 1a luc do6 céc
chau van dang xem 1& hoi nhu nhitng
nguoi khac thoi.”

“Chau doan vay,” Simon lo dang tra 101.
N6 dang suy nghi rat lung; dudng nhu
nhirng 101 né1 cuia 6ng gia danh ca da lam
16e 1én trong ddu né mot ¥ gi do. “Bac
Penhallow ndy,” no ndi, c6 to ra that than
nhién, ‘ctr cho 1a nguo1 ta xem thﬁy triéu
xubng thip nhu vay thi n%0a1 bén can
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16 ra nhiéu mom d4 hon binh thudng phai
khong a?”

“0, nhiéu 1am,” 130 ngu tra 10i. “Nguoi
ta con bao 1a co thé di bd sudt mot vong
tor cang Trewissick t¢1 vung Dodman,
ma chd d6 cach Mili Kemare nhitng hai
ba cai vinh co ddy. Nhung ddy chi 1a
chuyén ké - bac dam chic dam da d6 sé
16 ra, phai cai thiy triéu s& lai dang lén
trudc ca khi ta duoc lura duong to1 do.”

Jane chi nghe nira vo1 cau chuyén, gio
dot nhién cat tiéng hoi: “Bac Penhallow
a, chung chau dang di tim ba Palk, ba 4y
1a quan gia ctia nha chau. Bac co biét ba
ay khong a?”
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“Biét Molly Palk khong ay hu?” ong
Penhallow vira cudi tim tim vira noi.
“Bac phai [6i 1a c6. Mot co gai rat dé
thuong, trudc 1a thé - gid ciing van thé,
nhung sau khi 130 Jim Palk td01 nghi¢p
qua doi thi ba 4y ddm ra hoi bun xin.
Thé ldo ba Ay ciing kiém chac cta cha
me cac chau dén tung xu 1¢, bac tin chéc
1a vay. Ba Moll gia 4y sin sang lam bat
ctr chuyén gi dé kiém thém mot vai dong
bang. A, bay gid bac mdi chot nhd, ba ta
chinh 13 ¢6 cua thang Bill ban cic chau
day.”

“Ba Palk ay a?” Jane kinh ngac. “Thang

bé 10 mang do a?” ,
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“A,” ong Penhallow binh than néi. “Hai
bén gia dinh d6 chang lién quan gi dén
nhau may, ctr 12 nhé cho. Tham chi hau
hét dan Trewissick da quén bién ho 1 ho
hang vo1 nhau /ita kia. Pung lai nghi 1a
ba Moll mudn ngudi ta biét chuyén ay
chua.”

“Chéau nghi 13 Ong Merry da ké mét lan
r6i,” Simon ndi. “Viy ma chiu quén
khudy di mat. Ong ké rang Bill 1a con
trai ngudi anh khong-tot ctia ba Palk.”

Jane n6i vé suy tu: “Khong biét licu... A
tho1, bay gio thi chéng quan trong gi nita.
Bac co trong thay ba a axto dau qeuanh day
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khong a?”

“Lado, dé bac xem, bac cb gap ba éy mot
lac. A 0, ¢ trén k& da phia truée kia ay.
Ba 4y hoa trang dé du 18 hoi, trén dau
cidm moén gi ky cyc 1am, hinh nhu di gitp
dam diéu hanh thi phai. Bac nghi cac
chau van s& thiy ba ay ¢ trén do, trir phi
ba ay tat di dau dn t6i.”

Bay gio dam dong xung quanh chung da
thua thdt dan, di lai loanh quanh cha
khong tu tdp & ke da phia trudc nira,
diém day d6 nhitng nhém nhac cong
trong bo dong phuc mau xanh sang, nim
chat nhirng nhac cu xoan 16n mau bac va

doi nhitng chieéc mii ludi trai xanh chat
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cung. Simon va Jane nhin cham cha ra
bén cang, nhung ching ¢ qua xa nén
khong thé phan biét khuén mit cua timg
nguoi.

“Thoi, bac phai di tim thing Walter nha
bac day. L6 chiac dang mumng quynh lén
day. Cho bac guri 10i hoi thim dén chang
danh cd nhd cta ching ta nhé!” Ong
Penhallow 13p cap budc di doc theo ke
da, tim tim cud1 mdt minh. Jane, tr ndy
van ngd ngo trong ong co vé gi do khang
khac, gid m&i nhan ra rang thay vi chiéc
40 len xanh va d6i ung cao dén bap dui
nhu 1€ thuong, hom nay ong dong hop
ciing ngic trong bo comlé den va doi
giay kéu ken két.
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“Em khong nghi 1a bac ay nén néi nhu
thé vé ba Palk dau,” em noi vé lo ngai.

“Ai ma biét dugc, nhd dau lai quan trong
thi sao,” Simon noi. “Ma nay, bay gio thi
minh s& 1am gi ddy? Bon minh phai kiém
bang dugc ba Palk dé biét Ong Merry da
di dau. Nhung bac Penhallow ndi rang
d3 nhin thiy ba 4y & phia bén kia bén
cang, ma minh lai hen voi Barney 1a gap
nhau & day.”

“Khong biét Barney dang ¢ dau nhi?
Chic dén gid thi nd phai co du thoi gian
dé 1én dén cudi duong va quay tro lai
day roi chtr. Nay, hay anh di xem ba Palk
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cO ¢ kia khong nhé, con em s¢€ do1 ¢ day
cho dén khi Barney vé.”

Simon gii tai. “Anh ciing chang biét nira,
anh khong thich bon minh ctr tach nhau ra
nhu thé ti ndo. Bon minh chang tim thay
Ong Merry, dén gio bon minh ciing chang
thay Barney, va néu luc ndy anh va em
lai mdi ngudi mot nga thi s& chang ai gip
duoc ai nita ca. Bat ctr ai trong bon minh
cling c6 thé bi bat ma nhitng nguoi kia
khoéng hé biét gi. Anh nghi 13 bon minh
phai di cung v6i nhau théi.”

“Tho1 duoc ro1,” Jane noi. “Minh s€ doi
¢ day théem mdt lac nira. Ve lai goc ke da

dang trudce kia di, minh co thé don dau
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nd & d6. Po 1a duong duy nhat xudng
day, ki€u gi n6 cling phai di qua duodng
do.”

Khi ching quay lai thi gap ban nhac
Trewissick dang xép hang di 1én bén
cang, dam dong vay xung quanh ho nhin
nhay, lic lu con dam tré con thi phan
khéi1 chay ra chay vao phia ngoai ria.
Mot hay hai hinh dang ky la ndi bat lén
gitta nhitng chiéc so mi tring va nhiing
bd vay mua he; cao 16n, mau Sac sic s0,
to diém nhirng dai ruy-bang va 14, véi
may cai dau gia khong 10 ky quai gan
trén vai.

“Chac ho la mét phan trong dam di€u
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hanh cua 1€ hoi hoa trang.”

“Anh nghi bay gid moi dang bat dau day
nay. Nghe xem, tiéng dong gi ma khiing
khiép qué di mat.”

Ban nhac vira bat dau mot giai di€u ngap
ngng lanh lanh, r6i dan dan dn nhip
thanh mdt ban hanh khuc quen thude.

“Oi, thoi ndo, c6 t& dén thé dau,” Jane
noi. “Em nghi 1a ho quen danh c4 hon la
thoi kén trompet. DU sao thi nghe ciing
vui day chir. Em thay thich.”

“Hirm. Ngdi 1én birc twong chd goc niy

di, bon minh c6 thé tom duoc Barnegf khi
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no di qua day.” Simon bang qua duong
va ngong 1én doi. “Anh ching thdy bong
dang n6 dau cd. Ma ¢ day dong nguoi
qué nén ciing ching nhin 16 duoc.”

“Thoéi,” Jane dudn nguoi treo 1én tuong,
nhdan mat khi buc twong da xu xi cao vao
16p da ¢ sau khoeo chan em. “Minh ctr
do1 vay. Nay, anh nghe ma xem, nhac bat
dau to hon roi day.”

“Nhac v61 cha nh€o!” Simon 1am bam.

“O, thi that ma... Oi, xem kia, doan diéu
hanh bat dau di r61! Ho dang di vé 161
nay day!”
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“Anh tuong ba Palk bao rang ho s& didu
hanh thang 1€n trén doi chir nhi.”

“C6 18 ho di 1én tir géc nay clia bén cang
chir khong phai tir bén kia. Hodc c6 1€ ho
di vong quanh lang trudc... nhin kia, tat
ca bon ho déu hoa trang hét ddy. Ho dang
choi chinh ban nhac ma sang nay ba Palk
cir hat nghéu ngao ay, ban Vi Didu
Hoa.”

“It ra thi minh ciing c6 mot chd ngodi xem
rat tot.” Simon nhdy 1€n ngdi canh em
gai.

Pam dong di doc theo ke da tir tir tién lai

gan ching. Bon tré con cha nhég/ lodng
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quang trudc ban nhac dang phung mang
tron mit thoi kén, mit do phing phirng.
Theo sau ho, tirng dam du khach vui vé
len lach qua mdt day nhirng hinh ddng
nhtn nhdy ky la ma ching da nhin thay tir
phia bén kia bén cang, nhiing cai dau to
tudng lac lu, nhay 16 co mot vii diéu nhai
hai hudc va cham chap, roi nhirng hinh
dang khac, mac dd hoa trang va deo mat
na, len 16i chen ra réi lai chui vao trong
dam dong. Thinh thoang ho dot kich vao
gitta dam nhiing nguo1 dang dung xem,
tam lay tay cac co gai xinh dep, gia do
danh nhe miy ba gia bang nhirng chiéc
diia than quan ruy-bing 1am cac ba kéu
re 1én, dan du khach va dan lang cung

nim tay va dan hang nhans)/ \/7/%1 ho suﬂt bé
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ngang con duong. “Pom... pom... di-
pom-pom-po...” tiéng nhac vang 1én oang
oang trong tai bon tré khi ching ngdi trén
btrc tuong, con ddm dong nhu mot con 1t
cuon xo0dy xung quanh ching & goc
duong, tran ngdp & ca hai hudng 1én
xuéng.

Jane dang cuo1 rang rd thich tha vi duoc
& tit trén cao thé nay, bdng nhin cham
chim qua dam dong. Em chi tay roi hét
vao tai Simon diéu gi do.

Simon khong nghe thdy gi ngoai tiéng
nhac am 1 van dang lién tuc g0 xung
quanh n6 dén noi lam birc twong duong

nhu rung 1én. “Cai gi?” no hét lai hoi.
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Jane cti dau sat hon vao tai nd. “Ba Palk
day! Anh nhin xem! O ngay chd kia kia,
c6 dam 16ng chim trén dau, ngay phia sau
nguoi dan 6ng mic toan 14 4y. Nhanh lén,
lai tam lay ba ay di!” Va trudc khi
Simon kip ngin lai thi em di truot xudng
dudi buc tuong va chay to1 sat ria dam
dong.

Simon nhay xuéng theo va tom duogc tay
em gai vua kip lic c6 bé chuc nhao
nguoi1 vao ddm dong gitra hai hang nguoi
dang tuoi cuoi nhay nhot. “Jane, khong
phai 1ic nay!” Nhung chinh n6d cling bi
dam d6ng nhay nhot cudn theo dén vai
yard truéce khi kip kéo co bé ra mdt chd
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trng. Chung bi day sat vao buc tuong &
tit tin phia xa cua con duong, xa han
khoi bén cang, vy chit xung quanh 1a
dam nguoi dang ding xem vil diéu diéu
hanh ctia 1& hoi hoa trang.

Va chinh vi thé ma chiing da khong nhin
thdy Barney lac d6 dang ludn lach di
xuéng ddi qua Ngoi nha Xam, len 16i
gitta rimg chin ngudi dé vong qua goc
twong, chang thém dé ¥ gi dén dam diéu
hanh; chay hét tbc luc doc theo ké da
dang trong dén noi chiung da hen gip
nhau.

https://thuviensach.vn



CHUONG 12

Phai mat mot lac 1au Barney moi di hét
con dudng xubng dudi doc qua ngdi nha.
Trén miii dat chang thiy bong dang Ong
Merry dau ca. Trén duodng, ting nhém
nhitng ngudi di rai rac can duong nd dén
phat buc, va ba 1an n6 da phai ding ra
bén 1& dé nhudng dudng khi mot chiée xe
ram ram chay 1én con déc hep. Barney
nén nong ludn lach, len 16i, Rufus bam
theo sat got.

Puoc nira duong xudng doi, nd nghe thiy
tiéng nhac vang lén tir bén kia bén cang,
va qua bién dau ngudiPR"tsARE tHAY



doan diéu hanh nhay nhot dang tién lén
doc theo ké da. Ludn ngodn tay vao vong
co ctia Rufus, nd len qua dam dong cang
lac cang chat nich dé sang bén 1¢ roi bat
dau phong hét toc luc xudng doi, lao qua
moi khe hd trong thiy dugc nhu mot con
tom trong ao.

Nhung khi n6 dén dugc goc bén cang thi
dam diéu hanh di ¢ ngay trudc mit,
khién nd chang nhin thiy gi ngoai mét
buc tudng day dic chan cang va lung
khong sao qua ndi. N6 ludn qua phia sau
ho, tiéng nhac 4m 1 nao loan doi théng
vao tai, cho dén khi cudi ciung nd thoat
dugc ra khoit ddm dong va 1én trén ke da.

Tho phao mot cai, nd tha cai vong co cua
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Rufus ra va chay theo con cho dén cai
goc vang noi nd da hen gap Jane va
Simon.

Chang thay ai ¢ do.

Barney cudng cudng dua mat nhin quanh.
N6 ching thiy cai gi c6 thé cho nd méot
dau vét di mong manh nhat dé biét anh
chi minh da di vé huéng nao. Roi tu ddu
1y v6i ban than, nd quyét rang ca hai nhat
dinh di phat hién ra ba Palk. Ba ay von
rat hao himg voi cai ¥ tuong 18 hoi hoa
trang va miy trd nhay mia nidy ma; nén
chic chin thé ndo ba ay ciing & trong
dam diéu hanh. Ma nhiém vu cua Simon
va Jane chinh 1a phai di tim ba Palk,
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cling nhu nhiém vu cta no 1a di trinh sat
mii dat trén kia. Ca hai chic da di dudi
theo ba Ay rdi, vi thira biét thé ndo nod
cha doan ra chung da di dau.

Hét strc hai long, Barney 1én duong di
tim 1& hoi hoa trang. N6 bam theo duoi
dam dong lac Ay van dang dat do di lén
duong cai. Ngay ca ¢ dudi bén cang kin
d4o, gi6 van dang thoi vao tir ngoai bién,
nhung thinh thoang gié lai lang giay lat,
va Barney nghe duoc mdt doan nhac nhu
tréu nguoi thoang qua nhiing mai nha,
vong dén tir dau dé trong lang. “Pom...
pom... di-pom-pom-pom...” Khip xung
quanh nd, moi nguodi dang tho than di lai,

van vo hoi chuyén... “Ho di dau ro1
https://thuviensach.vn



nhi?” ... “Chiing ta c6 thé giap ho ¢ ba1
dat”... “Nhung ho da nhay mua suot may

con pho dén hang tiéng dong hd rdi con
gi” ... “Oi, thoi di.”

Khong thém dém xia dén dam ngudi,
Barney ré xuéng mot 161 ngodt nho bén
dudng, Rufus van kién nhan chay theo sat
got. N6 tha bd hét ngd ngoan ngoéo niy
sang ngd ngoan ngoéo khic, men theo
nhirng 16i di hep noi mai ngoi acdoa gan
nhu cham xudng dau, qua nhitng canh
clra ra vao cham trd tinh xdo v&i ndm
dam cira bang dong bat anh ning vang
ruc 1én; xuyén qua nhiing con hém rai sé1
noi ctra ra vao khong m¢ ra via he ma

m¢ thing xudng duc‘m%. Mac du chi 1a
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mot ngdi lang nhd, Trewissick ching
khic ndo mot mé cung bat tan ky la gom
toan nhitng con dudng bé xiu udn lugn
quanh co. Barney ctr luon phai cang ta1
1én dé theo tiéng nhac di qua mé cung ay.

N6 bi r& nhAm mét, hai 1an va lac mét
tiéng nhac. Nhung roi dan dan tiéng nhac
cang lac cang to va cung lac nd bat dau
nghe thiy tiéng ngudi ndéi lao xao va
tiéng chan budc lao xao. No bing ngon
tay goi Rufus, roi co céng chay, lugn
vong tir con hém nho Vang lang nay sang
con hém khéc. Va roi bong nhlen t1eng on
v3 0a bén tai n6 nhu mdt tiéng sam, nd
d3 ra khoi vong luan quan cta nhitng con

hém va hoa minh vao dam dong dudi anh
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nang chan hoa trén con dudng 16n noi
dam diéu hanh dang vira di vira nhay
mua. “Nao ndo, thang cu toc hoe nay,” ai
d6 goi nd khién nhitng ngudi xung quanh
quay lai nhin va cudi am 1én.

Barney khong thé nhin thdy Simon va
Jane giita dam vil cong, ma néu c6 nhin
thay thi ciing kho c6 thé bat kip anh chi
no trong dam dong nay. N6 mé man ngim
nhin nhitng cai dau khong 16 dang nhip
nhdé xung quanh, nhitng thadn hinh bén
dudi ky quic sac sd trong ao chén va bit
tat dai mau do, vang, xanh. Pau dau nod
cling bat gip nhitng bd quin 4o hda
trang: mot nguoi dan ong vo1 dang nhay

cing ngac nhu mot cai cég/ hét mot khoi
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lum lum 13t phat toan 14 xanh mudt;
nhirng tén cudp bién, nhirng chang thiy
tha, mot g ky binh nhe mic bd quin 4o
dé ruc va dd1i modt car mu cao ngét
nguong. Nhitng ¢ nd 18, nhitng anh heé,
mot ngudi dan 6ng trong chiéc 4o choang
lua dai mau xanh nudc bién, trang diém
trong hét nhu mot dién vién kich cam;
mot cO gal mac dd den tir dau dén chan,
ubn éo nhu mot con meo, véi mot cai
dau méo co ria mép. Nhirng cau bé mic
bd quan 4o xanh 14 cAy nhu Robin Hood,
nhitng c6 bé c6 mai toc dai vang hoe nhu
Alice; nhiing tén cudp duong, nhitng vii
cong nhay di¢u morris[&], nhitng
ngudi ban hoa, nhitng tén lun gitr cta.
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Chang giéng cai gi nd ting nhin thiy
trudc day. Cac vii cong ubn luon, ra ra
vao vao dam dong bén 1& dudng, noi nd
dang dung, va roi bat thinh linh, trudc
khi Barney kip nhan ra chuyén gi, thi ho
da nhady mta vong tron xung quanh no.

N6 cam thdy ¢6 ai d6 chop lay tay minh
va bi 161 vao gitra dam dong dang nhay
mua, gitta dam ruy-bang, long vii va
nhitng cai dau tréi bong bénh khién cho
chan n6é budc phai budc theo nhiing
nguoi kia.

Vira hén hén cudi, nd vira liéc nhin 1én.
Ban tay di gang den dang gitr mdt tay no
chinh la cua hinh nguoi cai trang thanh
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con méo, dang udn éo trong bd quan 4o
den bd sat ngudi voi mot cai dudi den
dai ngoe nguay phia sau, va hang ria mép
cing nhu ré tre dam théng tr cal mat na
trium xuéng dén ma. Barney nhin thdy hai
con mat anh 1én qua k& ho trén mat na va
ham rang sang loe. Trong mdt thoang,
gitta dam dong nhirng hinh ngudi van
dang nhay maa xung quanh, nd nhin thiy
ngay sat minh mdt nguoi1 doi mdt cair mil
gin dy nhimg chiéc 1ong vil to tudng
cua dan da dé6 Anh-diéng, vd1 khudn mat
giong ba Palk dén giat minh. Nhung khi
nd vora mé miéng dinh goi thi con meo
den tim l4y ca hai tay n6 va xoay nd
quay tit dén chong mit xuyén qua d:élm

dong dac sit nguoi. Moi nguoi clii xuong
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nhin vd mim cudi mdi khi né xoay qua,
con Barney, quay cudng vi tiéng nhac va
tdc 46 chong mit va cang tay cang chan
den si xoay tit cia con m¢o ngay trudc
mit, ¢ vira cudi vira ling tron theo
vong xoay cua con meo...

.. Cho dén khi n6 dét ngdt dung lai vi va
vao mé 4o thung dai cua mot hinh nguoi
an mac nhu mdt vién tu trudng Arap,
cling dang nhay mua cung ca dam dong
khién cho mé 4o thung kia xde rong va
bay tung 1én phan phat trong gi6. Liéc
mat nhin 1én qua cai thé giéi dang quay
cudng vi ban thin nd cing chao dao,
Barney chi kip nhan ra mot déng nguoi
manh khanh va mot b mat y héc héc,
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t6i thui trudc khi con méo gio tay tim
lay nod Va day thang vao trong nép 4o
thung trang tinh vira méi xoe rong cua
nguoi kia.

Chiéc 40 thung cubn quanh né trong khi
n6 con dang loang choang, va van cudi
do, khién xung quanh dot nhién t6i sam
lai. ROi sau do, nhanh dén ndi nd khong
kip cam thdy c6 gi d6 bat 6n, canh tay
cua ga dan 6ng vong qua ndé nhu mdt
V(‘)ng sat va nhic béng no lén khoi mat
dat tay kia ga b1t mom nd bang nhu:ng
nép gap vai 4o, roi Barney cam thiy no
dang b1 mang di.

Chua kip chéng cu lai, né di bi cudn di
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mot lic qua dam dong va tiéng nhac am
i. C6 day manh vao nguc gi dan ong
nhung chang in thua, no thdy gi chay
thém Va‘li budc nita va tiéng ngudi ndi
cung tiéng nhac bong nhlen nghe nho han.
N6 dién cudng ving vay va cam thiy dau
ngén chan minh da vao cang chan gi dan
ong. Nhung n6 lai di xang dan, nén khong
thé ¢4 manh duoc: gd dan ong chi bat ra
mot tiéng chiri thé nghén nghet ma khong
dung lai, 1am nd x6c ndy nguoi 1€n thém
vai budc nira cho dén khi Barney thiy ca
ngudi bi quing cao 1én khdng trung roi
roi bich xuéng mot cai ghé don bong va
nghe thiy tiéng 10 xo rung 1én ban bat.

Cai 4o thung ro1 khoi miéng no. Barney
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la 1én, va ctr thé la 4m T cho dén khi mot
ban tay lai bit chat vao mat no.

Mot giong nit no1 voi vang: “Nhanh 1én!
Mang né di ngay!”

Mot giong khac nghe nhe nhu giong con
gai, nhung la giong nam, buéng cdc 16c¢:
“Lén di. May phai 1ai xe day.”

Barney bdng nam ngay do ngudi, tat ca
cac gidc quan cua nd cang ra canh giac.
Gigng nodi thir hai nghe c6 vé gi d6 quen
quen. Song lung né lanh toat. Roi cai tay
dang bit miéng nd long ra mot chit qua
16p vai bong, giong nodi khi ndy lai vang
1én nhe nhang, ngay sat tai no, “Dung kéu
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la nita, Barnabas, va dung c6 dong day,
nhu thé thi s€ khong ¢6 ai bi dau ca.”

Va d6t nhién Barney nhan ra ké deo mat
na den gia trang thanh con méo va ga dan
ong den si trong tdm 4o thung cla tu
truong. N6 cam thay cai ghé khé rung
rung khi déng co 6t0 khac 1én mot tiéng
r6i chuyén thanh tiéng rit the thé. R6i 4m
thanh 4y tram xudng, nd cam thiy nguoi
lac lu va biét rang ngudi ta dang 1ai xe
dua no di.

ek

Rufus lo lang nhdy lui lai tranh nhing

ban chan nhay nhot vira cuon Barney vao
https://thuviensac¢h.vn



trong dam dong. NO ngap ngu:ng dua mu1
ra danh hoi, mot 1an, hai 1an nhung roi
lai c6 mot gbét chan xuit hién vo tinh da
phai né, khién n6 phai tranh di.

Khi da ra xa da d an toan, n6 sua vang
1én, rat to. Nhung tiéng sﬁa cua nd ngay
lap tirc chim nglnm trong tleng nhac oang
oang va du thtr tiéng 6n a0, am 7 cua dam
dong. Hot hoang vi nhitng 4m thanh néo
loan 4y dot ngdt ngdp tran thé gidi nhod
bé cua minh, n6 cup tai bet sat vao dau;
cai duoi cling cup Xuong gitra hai chan,
va trung ra phan trong trang con mat.

NG Iui xa hon nira khoi thr 4m thanh am
i d6, roi khap khoi & gocp}s)ho doi Barney
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quay lai. Nhung chang thidy bong dang
cau bé dau. Rufus bon chon cua quay.

Thé roi khi ban nhac tién thang vé phia
d6i dién, vira di vira thoi, o, dap cach
d6 chi vai yard, 1am rung chuyén timg
ngéc ngach trén phd bang nhiing 4m
thanh hét bong lai trAm nghe that khing
khiép dbi v6i d6i tai mot con chd nhur
no, thi bong nhién Rufus khong chiu néi
nira.

N6 tir bd moi hy vong vé Barney va quay
lung lai ddm rude vii hoi hoa trang on
30, ling thitng di xudng con hém, véi
chom duoi quét 16t quét trén du’cng, con
thi mii ha sat xudng dat dé danh hoi
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duong vé nha.
skekesk
Simon va Jane gap lai nhau & goc bén

cang, glo da yén tinh tréd lai dudi anh
nang chiéu vang ong,

“Em d3 quay lai chd bon minh hen gip
roi. Khong thay no.”

“Anh d3 tim rat ky trong nha roi. No
cling khong c6 ¢ d6.”

“Anh c6 nghi 1a n6 di theo ba Palk
khong?”
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“Anh d4 bao bao nhiéu lan roi, ngudi ma
em nhin thay khong thé 1a ba Palk dugc.”

“Tai sao lai khong chir. Gia luc ay anh
khong gitr em lai thi em da tom dugc ba
ay ro1.”

“Lam sao ma gap dugc Barney ¢ day
néu may...” Simon bat dau 1én giong.

“Tho1 duogc ro1, dugc roi. Nhung ma
minh c6 gap duoc no6 dau.”

“Néu theé thi n6 chua tir mii dat di xudng
roi.”

Mit Jane bdng bién sic. “Oi Chua oi.
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Hay la n6 da gdp rac r61 gi ¢ trén do
roi.”

“Khong, khong dau, dung c6 voi lo khi
chua can thiét. Rt co thé 1a cudi cung
thi n6 da tim thdy Ong Merry va hai
ngudi van con & trén do.”

“Thé thi ching minh di thoi, 1én xem thé
nao.”

skekk

Chiéc xe lac lu roi gam gir nhu mot sinh
vat séng. Barney bi cuén goéi nim nhu
mot cai boc trong chiéc 4o thung ma gi
Withers da co1 tuot khoi vai khi %ﬁ tha no
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Xuéng xe. N6 chic rang d6 chinh 1a mot
tAm ga tra1 giuong; mui hucrng pha vao
mili n6 gidng hét mui ga gbi vira dugc
giat sach & nha. Nhung n6é khong phai
dang ¢ nha. N6 1am bam gian dir trong
miéng, va da vao thanh xe.

“Nao, ndo,” gi Withers noi. Gi nim lay
chan Barney, ném trd lai ghé ngdi ching
lay gi 1am nhe nhang cho lam, cung luc
d6 kéo tAm ga ra khoi mit nd. “Cha nghi
bay gior chung ta ¢ thé cho chau ra khoi
tdm ga duoc roi ddy, Barnabas a.”

Barney chép chop miat, bi 16a vi anh
sang dot ngdt. Trude khi nd co thé mo

mét ra va nhin rd con du’or }%hthi chiéc xe
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cua rit qua mot chd trong gitta mot burc
tu’ong cao, roi giam téc do, banh xe
nghlen lao xao trén 16p soi1, doc theo mot
16i di trong cay hai bén.

“Gan dén noi ro1,” gd Withers diém tinh
no.

Barney quay dau nhin gi trimg trimg. N
van hiau nhu chua thé nhin ra khuon mit
gd Withers dudi 16p phan ndu sam da
bién gd thanh nguodi Ardp; d6i mit va
ham rang trang nhon anh 1én gia tao, va
dudi 16p hoa trang, ga dan ong 10 vé
lanh dam va ty man, gﬁn nhu 1a kiéu
ngao.
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“Chiing ta dang ¢ dau? Ong dua toi di
dau day?”

“Chau khong biét sao? A quén, khong
biét” - cai dau den gat g ra vé hiéu biét
- “tit nhién 13 chau khong biét roi. Chau
s& biét ngay bay gio thoi, Barnabas a.”

“Ong mudn gi?” Barney hoi.

“Mubn gi u? Chang muén gi ca, ciu bé
yéu quy a. Ching ta chi mubn dua chau
di mdt vong, dé gap mot nguo1 ban cua
chung ta th6oi. Cha nghi la hai nguoi sé€
rat hop nhau ddy.”

Qua hang cay, Barney nhin thiy ho dang
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di dén gin mot ngdi nha. N6 nhin xubng
tim ga van dang cubén quanh ngudi va
van veo dé tho hai tay ra. Ga Withers
quay phit lai.

“Bo cai thir ngu ngdc niy ra khoi nguoi
to1 ngay. That 1a ng& ngan.”

“Chi 12 mét tro dua nho thoéi ma,” ga
Withers no6i. “Khiéu hai hudc ciia chau
dau mat roi ha Barnabas? Chi tuong 1a
chau thay dé chiu day chu.”

Ga vuon ngudi sang va bat dau kéo tm
ga di trong khi chiéc xe dung lai trudc
canh ctra da tréc son cua mdt ngdi nha
16n, trong nhu bi bd hoang. “Chau sé
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phai nhiy ra thoi, néu chau c6 thé lam
duoc. Cha khong thé thao han nd ra ¢
trong nay duogc.” Ga noi thodi mai, nhe
nhang, khong c6 vé gi doa nat, va khi
Barney nghi ngd ngudc 1én nhin ga, ham
rang trang lai sang anh Ién thanh mot ny
cCuoi.

Co gai truon ra khoi ghé 1ai xe, di
chuyén nhu mdt con rin trong bd d6 den
b6 sat nguoi, va quay lai mé cura xe phia
Barney. C6 ta giup nd ra, xoay tron
ngudi nd dé kéo tim ga di. Barney lao
dao, chan tay cimg do vi bj chudt rat dén
ndi nd gan nhu khong di noi.

Polly Withers bat cuoi, Pau co ta nom
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van rat ky di trong chiéc mit na méo den
6m sat, che hét khuon mit chi trir mit va
miéng. “Co xin 16i Barney nhé,” co ta
ndi vé an can. “Co cha di hoi qua tay
mot chat, phai khong? Co thdy chau nhay
rat cir ddy. Lic dung lai c6 con thdy hoi
tiéc nira. Nhung thoi, khong sao, gio
chung ta di vao udng tra, hy vong 1a chau
khong thay gio con hoi sém.”

“To1 con chua an trua,” Barney chot nhd
ra, noi chang an nhdp vao dau.

“0, néu thé thi chung ta phai kiém cai gi
do cho chau an thoi. Tro1 a, chua duogc
an trua a? Va 1a do 15i cua cd chu ca.
Norman, anh rung chuo ng /%01 di, chung
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ta phai cho chu bé t01 nghi€p nay an di
chi.”

Ga Withers tic ludi ai ngai cho no rdi di
qua miii xe dén an vao chiéc chudng bén
canh canh cira 16n. G3 ta van mic toan
d6 trang, mot bo quan 4o bang vai flanen
don gian, nhung khong con cai ao thung
Ardp nita. Hai canh tay dé tran cua g
cling boi 16p phan niu sim giéng mau
trén mat.

Barney, chim cham theo sau gi v4i canh
tay cO gai dat nhe trén vai, hoang mang
khong hiéu néi su than tinh nay 13 nhu thé
ndo. N6 bit dau phan van khong biét co

phai minh dd hiéu nham moi viéc hay
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khoéng. C6 1& tit ca nhitng viéc ndy suy
cho cung chi 12 mét tro dua, mot ph?m
trong khong khi vui vé cua 1& hoi hoa
trang ma thoi. Co thé anh em nha Withers
thuyc ra cling chi 1a nhiing ngudi hoan
toan binh thuong... Thuc ra ho cling chua
bao gio 1am diéu gi chung to 1d rang
rang ho 1a ngudi cta phe dich... c6 18 1a
n6, Simon va Jane di hiéu lam...

Lac sau nd nghe thay tiéng budc chin
vang 1én nhé nhe trong nha, dan dan nghe
rd hon khi n6 lai gan, r6i canh cira mo
ra. Pau tién, n6 khong nhin ra ai trong
cai quan jeans den bo chit va 4o so mi
xanh 4y. R6i no nhan ra d6 1a thang Bill

Hoover, thang da dudi theo Simon dé
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cudp tim ban d6. Trong phat chdc, nd
nhd lai hinh anh trén Mii Kemare hom
do, vé mat hau hau cua c6 Withers khi ¢c6
ta nhin vao tim ban do, va né hiéu ra
rang ching da khong nham.

Cai mat sung sia, am dam cua Bill rang
r0 han 1én khi n6 nhin thay Barney, va n6
nhe rang cuo1 voi cd Withers.

“Co tom dugc /o 161 a?”” nd hoi.

Ga Withers ngat 101 nhanh nhu chép,
budc toi va gan nhu day thang Bill bat
ra. “Bill ddy &,” gi néi véi cai giong
muot nhu nhung, “cd cha da dua duogc
anh ban tré nay dén dé;lél t%ém,chﬁn}g ta.
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Cht khong nghi 13 ¢6 ai phién 1ong déu.
Tét ca ching ta déu mubn c6 cai gi 46 dé
an, chau chay di xem liéu co kiém duoc
cai gi that nhanh khong?”

“Phién 10ng 4?” thang Bill hoi lai. “Toi
nghi 12 khong.” N6 lai nhin Barney, van
kiéu cuoi nhin nhd va hau hau iy, roi
quay di va bién mit & phia cudi hanh
lang dai hun hat, tho ddu vao mot canh
cura ngd goi ai do luc no di qua.

“Barney, vao di chau,” c6 gai noi. Co ta
nhe nhang diy nd vao trong va d(’)ng cua
lai. Barney nhin 16i di dai, trong trai
Xung quanh, nhin nhitng vét am moc trén

ay dan tuong phai mau; va nd6 cam tha
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minh that 1a bé nhé va co6 doc. N6 nghe
thay mot giong tram tram vang lén dau do
trong ngodi nha: “Withers day a?”

Ga Withers ndy gid van dung nhin
Barney do xét vé1 mdt nu cudi nra
miéng, nghe thay thé giat minh va dua tay
1én ¢6 40 nira nhu vo thirc. “Dén day,”
i dap coc 1oc. Gi nam lay tay Barney
va din nd di doc theo hanh lang, tiéng
budc chan ca hai vang vong trén mét san
g0 khong trai tham, dén ctra mot cin
phong & tit phia cudi hanh lang.

D6 1a mot can phong rong, t61 om so v&i
cai nang choi chang bén ngoai. Trén mdt

blrc tuong troé rat nhi€u cira s6 cao tit,
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chay thing tir san nha 1én dén tran, véi
dam rém nhung dai nho nhuc dang kéo
ra mot nira, va ludng anh sang len qua
gitta k& rém rdt xuéng mot cai ban viét
vuong to dung dat chinh gitra phong, trén
d6 chat day gidy to va sach bao. Trong
phong hinh nhu khong c6 nguoi. Thé roi
Barney giat thot minh khi nhin thdy mét
ngudi dan ong cao 16n di chuyén trong
khoang t6i noi ngoai ving anh sang mit
troi.

“A,’ cai giong tram tram cat 1én, “Ta
thay 1a anh dd mang duoc chi chang bé
nhat vé day. Thang cu toc hoe. Ta thich
tha dugc 1am quen véi cau ta lam day.
Rét han hanh duoc gip cau, Barnabas.”
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Ong ta chia tay ra va Barney siing s6t
nam lay. Giong n6i nghe khong hé kho
chiu chat ndo, con c6 vé kha tir té 1a
dang khac.

“Rat han hanh,” n6 n6i yéu 6t.

NO ngudc nhin 1€n ga dan 6ng cao 16n,
nhung trong canh tranh tdi tranh sang, no
chi 10 mo thiy mot doi mat siu hodm
duéi hang 16ng may ram t6i va mot bod
mit rau ria nhan nhui. Cai gu min muot
ctia chiéc 40 lua ludt qua tay no.

“T6i dang chuin bi udng mdt ly nudc

mat day, Barnabas a,” gd dan 6ng noi véi
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vé lich thlep nhu thé dang néi chuyen voi
ai 6 hon tudi ga Vay “Cau s€ uong cung
to1 cha?” Ga phay tay vé ph1a bong tdi
va Barney nhin thay anh bac 14p lanh trén
mot chiéc ban thap pha vai trang dat bén
ban viét.

“Cau bé van chua an gi, thua ngai,”
giong c6 Withers cit lén tir phia sau
Barney, khé khang va cung kinh dén ngac
nhién. “Chung con nghi c6 thé Bill s&
kiém dugc thtr gi d6...” Giong cb ta ling
di. Ga dan 6ng nhin 1én phia co ta, va lau
bau.

“Puoc 16i, duoc r6i. Polly, vi Chaa cd
hiy di thay do binh thuong di. Trong co
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ching ra 1am sao ca. Bay gio khong can
phai mic miy thir d6 ky quai dé nira, gio
c6 khong con & 18 hoi hoa trang nira roi.”
Ga nbi hét stc gay gat, va Barney kinh
ngac thdy c6 Withers tra 10i gi that
ngoan ngoan.

“Vang, thua ngai, tat nhién roi a...” Co ta
It ra ngoai 161 di, nhe nhang va hoang
dai trong bo d6 da meo den.

“Vao di cau bé, va ngdi xubng day.” Ga
lai doi giong nhe nhang, va Barney cham
chap budc vao phong, ngdi xubng mot
chiéc ghé dua. Chiéc ghé kéu 1én ring
rac nhitng tiéng gion tan ctia 6 1am bang

cay lieu gai, va dot nhién nd cam thay
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nhu trude kia nd di timg dén day roi. No
liéc nhin quanh, ngim nhitng btrc tuwong
t6i tim va nhirng gia sach cao chat ngit
cham dén tran, trong khi mit quen dan
v61 anh sang 10 mo trong phong. C6 mot
diéu g d6... nhung nd khong thé dinh
hinh ra dugc. Co 1€ 1a can phong lam n6
hoi nhé dén Ngbi nha Xam.

Duong nhu doc dugc suy nghi ctia no, ga
dan ong noi: “To1 nghe nod1 cau dang di
nghi & Ngbi nha Xam, phia trén bén
cang.”

Barney dap lai, ngac nhién vi su can
dam cua chinh minh, “Ngo61 nha ay hinh
nhu hay ho lam thi phai. Duong nhu ai
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cling chi no1 véi ching t61 vé nd.”

Ga dan ong cti ngudi vé phia trude, tay
dat 1én mép ban. “Q, that sao?” Cai
giong tram ctia g hoi cao 1én mdt chut
vi hdo htrc. “Con ai khac ciing hoi ciu vé
no chang?”

“Oi, chang c6 ai dang nhic dén ca,”
Barney voi vang tra 101. “Du sao, dé
cling 12 mot ngdi nha dé chiu. Ong séng &
day sao, 6ng...?”

“Tén to1 la Hastings,” ga dan ong to 16n
tra 101, va khi nghe thay cai t€n, Barney
mot 1an nira thay 16e 1€n cam giac gi do

quen quen, nhung roi lai bién mat ngay
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1ap ttrc. “Pung thé, t6i ¢ day. Pay 1a nha
cua to1. Cau co thich khong, Barnabas?”

“Thyc ra, trong nd kha gidong Ngoi nha
Xam,” Barney noi.

(Ga dan Ong lai quay vé phia nd. “That a?
Tai sao cau lai no1 vay?”

“A, ¢...” Barney m¢ dau; nhung lac do
canh ctra lai mo ra va thang Bill di vao
mang theo mdt cai khay to tudng trén dé
mot binh sita 16n, miy chai bia, vai céi
ly va mot dia dung day banh sandwich.
N6 di ngang qua cin phong dén noi gi
dan ong to 1on dang dtng rdi dat cai

khay xudng ban; vé so sét, chi dén vua
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da tAm, ¢t nhu 13 nd hii qua khoéng dam
dén gan hon vay. “C6 Withers l6ikiém
cai gi d6 dé an, thua ngai,” nd noi khi da
di ra dén ctra, giong van tho 16 nhu thé.
Ga dan 6ng chang noi chang rang chi xua
no di.

May cai banh sandwich 1am Barney suc
nhé ra tir bita sang dén gio da kha kha
thdi gian troi qua, va nd cam thay phan
chan hon. N6 ngoi dua lung vao cai ghé
ctr kéu cot ket mdi khong thoi roi liée
nhin xung quanh. Moi chuyén 1€ ra da co
thé t¢ hon thé nay nhiéu, nd nghi tham.
Ga Hastings bi 4n dudng nhu khong c6 ¥
mubn 1am hai nd, va nd bat dau thuong
thirc canh twgng dam ks dich khum nim,
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so sét trudc gi dan 6ng kia. N6 1ay mot
cai banh sandwich trén chiéc dia dang
duoc chia ra cho nd rdi can mot miéng
ngon lanh. Banh mi mo&1 that mém, phét
dam bo va ¢ gitra 13 mot miéng thit gi do
udp that 13 ngon. N6 bat dau cam thay
cang dé chiu hon.

Ga Withers liang 18 bang qua phong dén
gan ban dé roét cho ndé mot ly sita roi mo
may chai bia. G3 dan ong cao 1on co tén
la Hastings ngoi xudéng chiéc ghé canh
ban va khe khé dung dua qua lai, tu lu
nhin Barney dam dam tir dudi cdp long
may ram rap. Ga diu dang n61 mot cach
binh thian nhu dang chuyén giu, “No
dugc chon dudi N%m nha Xam a,
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Barnabas, hay dudi mdt trong nhitng cot
da?”

Pang udng dé mot ngum sita, Barney bi
bat ngo sic 1én. N6 so soang lan tim céi
ban va dit cop ly sita xudng, roi nhoai
nguoi ra trude, ho sdc sya va phun phi
phi. Gi Withers budc rat nhe nhang dén
bén v6 vd vao lung nd. “Troi oi,
Barnabas,” ga nung niu, “chdu bi sac a?”

Dang c6 vat 6c nghi nén Barney gia vo
tiep tuc ho mai mot lac 1au hon can thiét.
Khi ngang l€n, theo ban nang nod lién gia
b0 ngay tho. “Chau xin 161, do chau nghet
thd,” nd nd1. “Ong vira nd1 gi phai khong
a‘?”

i https://thuviensach.vn



“T6i nghi 14 cdu nghe rat rd toi vira ndi
gi,” ga Hastings noi. Ga lai ding lén, cai
dang cao 16n lung lig nudt ching
Barney trong chiéc ghé thap, r6i budc vé
phia ctra s6, ly bia vin cam trong tay.
Lan dau tién 4anh sang chiéu rd khuon mit
i, va khi nhin theo, Barney cam thiy
modt thoang rung minh bat 6n trudc cip
16ng may ludn ludn cau lai va nhirg nép
nhan hiém doc chay dai xudng khoe
miéng. D6 13 mot khuon mit kién quyét,
xa xam, c6 nét gi d6 giong nhu Ong
Merry cta no, nhung vé lanh lung ghé so¢
an giau dang sau thi lai hoan toan khong
gidbng Ong Merry mot chit nao. Barney
thdy minh tha thiét thim udc gia nhu c6

https://thuviensach.vn



ai d6 n6i cho Ong Merry biét dugc nd
dang ¢ dau.

Ga Hastings gio cao ly bia vé phia cira
s6. Anh mit troi chiéu xuyén qua céi ly
trong vat va song sanh vang. “Mot ly bia
hoan toan tim thudng,” gi noéi vu vo,
“cho dén khi nguodi ta dwa nd ra anh
sang. Thé 1a n6 trd nén trong sudt, ngudi
ta c6 thé nhin xuyén qua dugc...” Gi
quay ngoat vé phia Barney va lai in mot
cai bong den si day him doa trén khung
ctra s0. “... Trong sudt nhu tat ca nhiing
viéc ma 1{i nhdi ranh bon mi da 1am, suét
may ngdy vira qua. Mi c6 biét 1a chang ta
da thdy duoc hét hay khong? Mi tudng 1a
chung ta khong theo do1 u?”
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“Té61 khong hiéu oOng dang ndi gi,”
Barney noi.

“Mi c6 thé 12 mot thang 161 ngu ngde,” g
Hastings noi tiép, “nhung ta khong nghi
1a mi ngu dén mic d6 dau... nghe day.
Chiing ta biét 1a chinh mi di tim ra tam
ban d6, va rang voi su giap d& cua ong
gia quy hoa cta bon mi, Gido Su Lyon” -
no6i dén nhirng tir ay, cai moém gi méo di
cr nhur thé an phai cai gi kho chiu lam
vay - “bon mi da ¢d 1an theo dau vét dén
noi ma nd chi. Chung ta biét bon mi da
dén rat gan diém chdt cing ctia ddu vét
roi. V4, Barnabas thin mén a, vi chung ta
khong thé liéu linh dé bon mi dén dich,
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nén cudi cung da quyét dinh kéo mot mé
ludi va danh mot diu chdm hét cho cude
san lung nho nho cta bon mi. Vi thé nén
mi m&i c6 mat ¢ day.”

Barney lanh toat nguoi trude vé ham doa
trong giong ndi tram tram lanh 180 Aay.
Miéng n6 kho khdc. N6 véi lay ly sira,
r6i udng mot hoi dai. “Tbi xin 16i,” nd
n6i, chép chdp cip mit dang mo to sau
miéng ly va liém chd sita dang bam ¢
moi trén. “Toi khong hiéu ¥ 6ng ndi gi.
To6i ¢6 thé an mot miéng sandwich nira
dugc khong?”

Sau lung, nd nghe thy tiéng gd Withers

hit vao danh hic mdt cai, va trong
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khoanh khic, mot giong 1i nhi trong dau
nd reo 1én mimg chién thing. Nhung nd
van lo lang quan sat cai dang cao 16n
lirng liing bén canh ctra s6. Trong phut
chdc dudng nhu cai dang 4y cang to 1on
hon, trong cang 1t 10 ghé so hon. Va r6i
gi dot ngdt di chuyén, quay trod lai hoa
vao trong boéng tbi nhd nho cua cin
phong.

“Pua cho né thém mdt miéng sandwich
nita,” gd Hastings no6i. “Sau d6 thi anh c6
thé di, Withers a. Anh biét anh phai lam
gi roi ddy. Ching ta khong con nhiéu thoi
gian nira. Khi nao ta rung chudng thi hay
quay lai.”
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Ga Withers, khuén mat danh phin den
gin nhu khong nhin rd trong bong tdi
chang vang, ddy dia banh lai phia
Barney. Ga khum num, “Da vang, thua
ngai,” chi chao that nhanh r6i di ra khoi
phong.

A A A W' ~
Barney lay mot miéng sandwich nira,
cam thay dinh m¢nh da an bai roi, nén du
cho chuyén gi xdy ra di nira thi né ciing
phai an cai da. “Tai sao tat ca bon ho lai
go1 ong la ‘ngai’?” nd td mo hoi.

Ga dan ong cao 16n di dén va ngdi xudng
canh ban, nghich nghich mot chiéc but
chi gitra nhitng ngon tay. “Thé cau s€ goi

at la ‘ngai’?” ,
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“0, thuc ra 1a ching c6 ai ca. Chi c6 moi
cac thay ¢ truong thoi.”

“Co 18 toi ciing 1a thay cua ho,” ga
Hastings dap.

“Nhung ho c6 ¢ trong trurong hoc dau.”

“T6i nghi 13 cau s& khong hiéu, Barnabas
a. Thuc ra cO rat rit nhiéu diéu cau
khong hiéu. To6i khong biét 6ng cua cau
d3 nhdi vao dau cau nhitng gi. Ong ta
chic dd nodi v6i cau rang chung t6i 1a ké
xau, 12 ké nguy hiém, va rang ong ta 13

nguoi tot?”
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Barney chép mat nhin gd va can thém
mot miéng banh nira.

Ga Hastings cudi nham hiém. “A, nhung
tat nhién 13 cdu khong biét t6i dang noi gi
roi. Cau khong c6 mdt chat ¥ niém gi
hét.” Sy mia mai hién hién trong giong
noi tram duc cua gi khién Barney nhin
mili. “O, ching ta quén y d6 di nhé, chi
mot luc thoi, va gid vo, chi gia vo thdi,
13 cu c6 hiéu nhitng gi t6i ndi. Toi nghi
1 ngudi ta di du cho cdu tin rang nhitng
ngudi ban cua t6i va toi 1a nhitng ké xau
xa bac nhat. Rang ching t6i mudn theo
dau mdi trén tAm ban do vi ching tdi co
thé 1am nhitng diéu té hai véi cai vat ma

chung t01 tim ra. Cau chiang duoc nghe gi
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khac ngoai nhirng 101 cua 6ng minh, va
c6 18 lai thém mét hai diéu ky cuc gi do
ma c6 thé Polly va Norman Withers da
lam ntra.”

Giong ndi cua gd giam dan cho dén khi
nghe nhe nhang va ém muogt nhu lya.
“Nhung cir nghi ma xem, Barnabas a,
nghi vé nhitng viéc ky la ma 6ng ctia cdu
da lam 4y. Bong dung xuat hién ching
biét tir dau va roi lai bién mat... hom nay
ong ta lai bién mat roi phai khong‘7 O
khong, tat nhién 1a cau khong thé tra 10i
toi roi, vi ching ta chi gia vo 1 cau hiéu
nhirng gi t61 dang no1 tho1 ma. Nhung day
kh@ng phéi 13 1an dau tién 6ng ta bat thin

bién mit nhu vay, t6i nghi thé, va day
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cling s€ khong phai 1a lan cudi cung.”

Ga nhin chim chim vao Barney, d6i mit
den thiu sudt va khong hé chép dudi go
16ng may nhd ra. Barney an miéng
sandwich cham lai mot chut, chinh no
cling khong sao dut néi mat khoi ga.
“Con vé viéc ching t6i 13 ké xau xa thi...
nao, Barnabas, t61 c6 danh cau nhu mot
ké x4u khong? Toi da lam gi hai cdu
chwra? Cau dang ngoi do, an va udng thda
thich, rd rang trong chang c6 gi dang lo.
Cau c6 s¢ to1 khong?”

“Ong d3 bat coc t61,” Barney noi thang
thung,
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“Tho1 nao, d6 chi 1a mét tro dua cua
Polly th6i ma. T61 muon néi chuyén voi
cau, vay thoi.”

Ga Hasting ngdi lai vao ghé va dang
rong canh tay, dau ngon tay vira cham
dén mép ban. “Nao, cau bé, bay gio toi
s€ thoa thudn voi cau. Toi s¢ noi cho ciu
biét thuc ra chuyén gi nim sau tat ca
nhitng diéu d3 xay ra trong may ngay gan
day, con cau thi s€ thoi gia vo nhu chua
tirng nhin thiy tAm ban d6 bao gid nira.”

Khong doi cho Barney noi gi, gi lai tiép
“Qua thuc 1a ching t61 dang san tim
cung mot thr nhu 6ng cua cdu, ca may

nguo1 ban cua to1 va to1. Nhung du cho
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ong ta co théu dét cho cau chuyén gi vé
chiing t61 di chang nira thi, that long ma
noi, ching toan 13 v& van ca. Ong cua
cau la mét hoc gia, mot hoc gia XUAt séc.
Khong ai phu nhan diéu do, va co 18 t6i
con biét rd hon cau. Van dé 1a chinh ban
than 6ng ta cling biét vay va nghi vé nod
qua nhiéu.”

“Y ong muon no1 gi?”’ Barney tirc gian
hai.

“Khi mot ngudi ndi tiéng vi 1a mot hoc
gia vi dai, ong ta s& muén mai mai duoc
noi tiéng. Cau tim ra ban viét ¢d do, cau
va anh chi cua cau, va khi cau ké cho 6ng
ta nghe thi ong ta nhin Ta neay, clin
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cau da khong nhan ra, 1a n6 quan trong
dén mirc ndo. Khi 6ng ta nhin thdy no,
ong ta cang trd nén chic chin hon.
Barnabas nay, t61 1a nguo1 quan 1y, nghia
1a giam ddc, ciia mot trong nhitng vién
bao tang quan trong nhat trén thé gidi. Tur
rat 1au roi, toi da sin tim ban viét c6 ma
cau da tim ra, va dac biét la cai ma no
chi din t6i. Ca hai thor d6 déu rat quan
trong dbi voi nhitng ngudi nghién ctru
nhitng thtr nhu vy, va ching c6 thé lam
thay d6i moi kién thirc hién c6 trén doi.
Va ong cta cdu biét ching t6i dang sin
tim ching.

“Nhung khi cdu tim ra ban viét c6, ong ta
thay minh c6 co hoi dé thanh cOng trong
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cudc sin lung ndy. Cang nghi thé, ong ta
cang thay d6 1a mot ¥ tuong hap dan hon
Ong ta van luén luon 13 nguoi ndi tiéng
vi biét rt nhiéu vé nhirng su kién lich su
c6 lién hé dén nhitng vat nay. Néu ong ta
12 nguoi tim ra ching, ong ta c6 thé biét
nhiéu hon bat ky ai khac trén thé gidi.
Nguoi ta c¢6 thé ca ngoi rang Giao Su
Lyon that 1a vi dai, ong biét nhiéu lam
sao va khong thé tim duoc ai khic nhu
ong...”

“Biét nhiéu 1a bao nhiéu?” Barney ngat
101.
“Cau s& khong hiéu hét cac chi tiét dau,”

g Hasting tra 101 ngan %(32/&1&(\)”16 glach% rga



lai ha thdp xubéng nghe tram tram day
thuyét phuc. “Cau c6 thiy khong,
Barnabas? Ong ctia cau chi lo cho sy ndi
tiéng cua Ong ta thoi. C6 gidy phat ndo
cau nghi rang khi két thuc cudc sin tim
thi miy dua tré cac cau s& dugc vé vang
gi hay khong? Tat ca s& chi don vao ong
ta thoi... Trong khi do, t61 va vién bao
tang cua to1, va ca nhitng nhan vién cta
to1, tin réng moi kién thirc phai duoc
chia sé va rang khong mot ai c6 quyén
gilt chung cho riéng minh. Va néu ciu
dinh gitip chung t61, chiing t61 s& cham lo
lam sao dé anh chi em céu s& nhan dugc
moi sy khen ngoi ma cac cau co quyén
duoc huong. Toan thé gidi phai biét

dugc nhitng gi ma cau da lam.”.
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Bét chip cb ging cua ban thin, Barney
quén phat miéng banh sandwich va ly
sita. No ngdi do lang nghe, trong 10ong
bdi rdi; cb ging hiéu xem dau 1a sy that.
Pung vay, Ong Merry thuong rat ky la,
chang giéng nhitng ngudi khac chut nao;
nhung du sao chang nira...

NO noi, cham rai va ling tang, “0, toi
khéng biét, tit ca nhiing diéu d6 nghe
chang giéng Ong Merry gi ca. Chic chin
1a ong khong 1am diéu gi nhu thé chu?”

“Nhung t61 bao dam véo1 cau...” Ga
Hastings ding bat déy va bat dau di di

lai lai tir ban ra ctra r01 lai ttr cira vao
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ban. Dudng nhu g khéng con ngdi yén
dugc nita. “Co rat nhiéu nguoi ta biét 15,
thuong 14 nhitng ngudi gidi va ndi tiéng
c4, van c6 thé 1am nhing diéu khuat tat.
Tbi rét hiéu 1a ciu c6 thé ngac nhién, va
bi sdc. Nhung doé 1a su that, Barnabas a,
va n6 don gian hon rat nhiéu nhiing gi ma
ngudi ta van du do dé cau tin vao.”

Barney noi: “Nhu thé nghia 1a ching t6i
nén dua tim ban d6 cho ong, va dé cho
ong timra cai...” Vura kip luc né ghim lai
tir “chén Thanh”. Trong sudt cudc noi
chuyén vira rdi, khong hé c6 cau nao da
dong dén tAm ban d6 s& dan toi cai gi.
C6 1& bon chung biét it hon 1a ching noi

ngoai miéng. Co 1€ do chinh 1a mot trong
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nhitng diéu bon ching mudn bay dé no
noi ra.

Ga Hastings ngung lai mot gidy. “Cai
gi?” ga hoi.

“O, va dé cho 6ng tim ra cai ma nd dan
dén.”

Barney lai cam ly sita 1én udng vé tram
ngdm. “Vi sau d6 ong sé& dé cai do trong
vién bdo tang cua 6ng va moi nguoi ai
cling c6 thé biét vé nd.”

Ga Hastings gat dau nghiém nghi. “Cau
hiéu ro1 day, Barnabas. Moi kién thirc
déu thiéng liéng, nhu’nh% khong nén %iﬁ:
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chung trong bi mat. Toi nghi 1a cau da
hiéu r6i. D6 chinh 1a diéu cau nén lam -
diéu chiing ta nén lam - nhan danh nhiing
hiéu biét cua loai ngudi.”

Barney nhin vao ly sira, khé lac cho sita
xoay tron trong ly. “Nhung d6 khong phai
la diéu ma Ong Merry dang lam hay
sao?”

“Khong, khong!” Ga Hastings s6t rudt
xoay got chin quay phat lai, roi sai
nhitng budc dai qua qua lai lai trong
phong. “Du ong ta dang lam gi di chang
nita thi ong ta cling chi lam v&i1 danh
nghia ctia Gido Su Lyon, chi c¢6 thé thi.
Néu khong thi 6ng ta con 1am nhan danh
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cai gi khac dugc day?”

Sau nay Barney van khong hiéu cai gi da
dit nhirng 161 iy vao dau nd; nd noi
trude ca khi kip nghi, cir nhu c6 ai do
n6i nhd qua mdém nd vay. N6 nghe thay
tiéng minh vang 1én dong dac, “Nhan
danh vua Arthur, va nhan danh thé gigi
xua kia trudc khi thé luc den toi kéo
tG1.”

Hinh nguoi cao 16n, den ngdm ay ding
sitng lai, hoan toan bat dong, cai lung
van con dang xoay dd. Trong mot khac
cian phong im ling nhu to. C& nhu thé
Barney di nhin vao mot cai nat khién

cho mot tran tuyét 16 cd thé do ngay
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xudng bat ky lic nao vay. N6 ngdi bat
dong va gan nhu nin thd trén ghé. Roi rat
cham rdi, hinh nguoi 4y quay lai. Barney
nudt nude bot danh we mot cai, va théy
toc gdy dung nguoc 1én. Ga Hastings da
di dén goc phong toi nhat, gan cira ra
vao, va khuon mit gi 1an vao trong bong
t6i. Nhung duong nhu g cang hién ra to
16n hon va dang so hon bao gio hét, va
khi gi cét tiéng, c6 mot ndt rung khac la
trong cai giong tram khién Barney cting
do ngudi vi khiép so.

“Mi sé& thdy, Barnabas Drew a,” giong
noi éy thi thao, “ réng thé luc den tdi s&
ludn ludn kéo t6i va s& ludn ludn chién
thing.”
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Barney lang thinh. N6 c¢6 cam giac nhu
n6 da quén mat cach noéi, va giong no da
vinh vién tit ngdm cung véi nhitng 101
cudi cung né vira mgi thot ra.

Ga Hastings khong roi mat khoi né. Ga
v6i tay sang bén va giat manh hai lan
vao soi day tha tir trén tran xudng ngay
canh ctra. Chi vai gidy sau canh ctra bat
md va g Withers lang 18 1an vao trong
phong. Ga di rira sach 16p phan nau trén
mat va cénh tay.

“Moi thor da san sang chua?” giong noi
tram tram vang 1én.
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“P3 xong rdi, thua ngai,” gi Withers
khim nim néi giong rin rit. “Xe da dau &
ctra bén rdi a. Con bé da thay dd. N6 s&
lai cam 14i.”

“Anh s& di cung ¢ 4y. Ta s& cung thang
bé di theo trong cai xe kin. Bill da chuan
bi xong chua?”

“May da no roi a...”

“Cac ong dua to1 di dau?” Gigng Barney
voi 1én day hoang hot va so hii, nd nhay
xubng khoi ghé. Nhung né khong thé chay
ra khéi can phong, qua cai bong cao 1on
van dang chdm chdm nhin no.
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“Mi s€ di cung bon tara bién,” giong ndi
vang 1én sau doi mat toi den khong chop.
“Mi khong dugc gy ra rac roi gi va mi
s& lam theo nhiing gi ta bdo. Va khi nao
chung ta ra dén bién, Barnabas thin mén,
thi mi s& n6i cho chung ta biét vé tim
ban d6 cua mi va chi cho ching ta biét
n6 dan dén dau.”
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CHUONG 13

Ngbi nha Xam van tinh mich va tréng
khong nhu trudce khi chung di. “Barney!”
Simon hét vong 1é€n thang gac. “Barney?”
Tiéng n6 ngip ngirng nho dan di.

“No6 khong thé & trong nha dugc,” Jane
no6i. “Chia khéa van ¢ chd gidu moi khi.
Oi anh Simon, chuyén gi xay ra vdi nd
r6i?” Em lo lang quay lai canh cira trude
dang dé ngo va chim chu nhin xudng doi.

Simon quay lai, di qua 16i sanh t6i ra
dimg dudi khoang nang cung em gai.

“Chac 14 n6 khong tim HAY CHiEERTR &



dudi bén cang.”

“Nhung néu thé thi sau d6 thi noé phai
quay vé day roi chir? Bay gio chang con
ma ndo & dudi do cd, tat ca da di theo
dam diéu hanh. Thang Bill thé 18 4y vira
di ngang qua chung ta... anh c6 nghi 1a...”

“Khéng,” Simon vdi vang noéi. “Dau sao
Barney da c¢6 con Rufus di cung co ma.
No s€ khong gap phai chuyén gi nghiém
trong dau. Em doi xem, nd s& quay vé
ngay thoi. Anh chic 1a 12 n6 da tim thay
Ong Merry va dang di tim bon minh.”

No6 dang quay nhin vao trong ngo61 nha thi

Jane dot ngdt hét 1én mung rd: “Nhin
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kia! Anh n6i ding r61!”

Rufus dang phong 1én d6i vé phia ching,
mot cai bong dé lanh l¢ ludt nhanh trén
con duong mau xam. Nhung ching thdy
khong c6 ai theo sau nd. Jane goi, va
Rufus nghéch mOm l€én, chay nhanh hon,
1én miy bac thang, ludn qua chan chung
va vao trong nha. Roi né dimg d6i dién
chung, cai ludi dai nhu dai ruy—bang the
1¢ lung lang. Nhung dudi no cup xudng,
va no ciing khong nhay cang lén, sua
vang mot cach vui vé giéng nhu moi ban
né tré ve nha.

“Khong thiy bong dang Barney dau ca.”

Jane cham chap budc %ua bac cua di
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vao nha. Em cti xudng nhin Rufus. “Co
chuyén gi vay? Chuyén gi da xay ra?”

Con cho chang dé v gi dén co bé. No
ding d6 ban than, cip mat trong rong.
Tham chi khi bon tré cho né uéng nuwoc
va diat n6 vao can phong trong ra bén
cang, n6 van chiang biéu 16 dau hiéu gi
chimg t0 né biét minh dang ¢ nha. Cu
nhu thé nd dang nghi vé mot chuyén gi
hoan toan khac.

“Anh doan 1a tai tro1 nong qua,” Simon
noi. Giong n6 nghe chang lay gi lam chac
chin. “Thoi vdy, minh chang thé lam gi
ngoéi dO’i tiép. Du sao chiéc thuyén

budm van con dau bén dudi bén cang
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A ]

ma.

“Diéu do chiang c6 y nghia gi ca,” Jane
kho s& noi.

“Khong, nhu thé c6 nghia 1a...” Nhung
Simon chang c6 co hoi ndo dé giai thich.
Jane di lo lang nam chit 1ay canh tay no.
N6 thdy em gai dang nhin dam dam vao
con Rufus.

Mii sau ndy chung van khong thé giai
thich rd rang sy viéc xay ra luc do. Cir
nhu thé Rufus dang nam do lang nghe
mot cai gi d6, va cudi cing ciing bat
dugc am thanh n6 dang mong doi; mac
du bon tré biét rang khi do ching chang
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nghe thiy cai gi hét ca. No nging dau
1én, hai mat mo to dén ndi 10 ca trong
trang, va tir tr ding day giéng nhu mot
ong gia hon 1a mot con chd. Tai nd vénh
1én, mdm nghéch cao, chia thing vé phia
cai gi d6 ma bon tré chang thé nhin thay.
N6 bat dau budc di, cham rdi va kién
quyét, vé phia cira ra vao.

Nhu b1 tho1 mién, Simon va Jane di theo.
Rufus di ra ngoai sanh cho t6i khi dén
tan ctra trudce, va ding dé cho doi. N6
khoéng quay dau. No chi dung d6, than
minh ctng do, nhin thang vé phia cta ra
vao, ct nhu 13 chic chin bon tré biét no
mubn ching phai 1am gi.
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Simon chia tay ra, lo ling liéc nhin
xudng céi lung dai d6 muot cta con cho,
va md ctra; va chiing ctir ding ¢ trén bac
thém ngo ngac nhin con Rufus oai phong
bing thiang qua duong voi dang tu tin
khong-co-tuéi. Khi sang dén bén kia
duong, né nhe nhang nhiy phat 1én dimg
thang thin minh trén birc twong ngin cach
con dudng voi mot bo doc ding cd dé
gan hai muoi mét xudng tin bén cang. Co
vé nhu né dang nhin ra phia bién.

“N6 khong dinh nhay qua day chi?” Jane
giat thot minh lo lang, nhung bong nhién
giong em lai ha xuong tham thi.

Va rdi ching nghe thiy thir Am thanh ma
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sau nay chung khong bao gio quén duoc.

skesksk

Barney 1o mo nhan thdy minh bi dem ra
khoi ngdi nha 16n hoang ving r6i dua di
trén mdt chiéc xe hoi; va bay gio nod
dang di bd v6i mot toan ngudi, vai tiéng
bién ri rao dau d6 kha gan. Nhung nd
khong biét chic 13 bon ching cé bao
nhiéu nguoi, hay ching dang dua no di
dau. Ké tir luc & trong cin phong tim t6i
khi cdp mit sdu hodm ruc lira éy nhin
trimng trimg vao mit nd, nd chang con y
thirc dugc gi nita ngoai viéc phuc tung
nhirng diéu ma ching bao né phai lam.

No6 khong con y nghi nao cua riéng minh
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nita; do 1a mot cam giac thu thai ky la,
ct nhu 1a n6 dang mo mang nira thirc nira
ngd. Khong con chuyén cai lai nira.
Khong con khang cu nita. No chi biét
rang cai dang ngudi den den cao 16n
dang budc di bén canh no, do1 mot chiéc
mil vanh rong mau den, la 6ng chu cua
no.

Ong chil... hom nay ai khac cling di dung
tir nay ay nhi?

“Lai day, Barnabas,” giong noi trAm tram
nhu th61t mién vang lén phia trén no.
“Ching ta phai nhanh 1én. Thuy triéu
dang rut rdi, chung ta phai dén dugc chd

cai thuyén.” ,
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Pén du thuyén, Barney mo mang tu nhu,
minh s& di ra bién... chinh 1 n6 da ngiri
thay mii bién, mii nudc min dang vo i
oam bén bo cang Trewissick.

Xa xa, c nhu tr trén rat cao vong
xubng, nd nghe thiy tiéng ndi cap bach
cua Polly Withers: “Tur con dudong canh
ngdi nha trén d6 thi ai ciing ¢ thé trong
thay chung ta. Ho sé& trong thdy ching ta
mat, t61 biét 14 ho s& thiy ma...”

“Polly,” giong noi tram trdm chim rai
vang lén, “ta 1a nguol hi€u rd hon hét.
Néu ba ban nguo1 Cornwall cua chung ta

lam t6t nhi€ém vu thi s€ chang c6 a1 & do
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cd. Va néu hai dtra tré kia c6 thoat dugc
di chang nira... thi, liéu ching c6 phai la
doi thu cua ta khong?”

Ga Withers & dau do bat cuoi, nghe nhe
nhang ma day nham hiém.

Barney tiép tuc budc di nhu mot céi
may. Khong khi 4m 4p va am udt; nd ¢o
thé cam thay anh ning gay gat dang chiéu
thang vao mit. N6 da nghe bon ngudi kia
noi chuyén sudt tir khi roi ngdi nha,
nhung tit ca nhitng thtr ching noéi véi
nhau duong nhu chang c6 mdt chat y
nghia ndo v6i nd nita. N6 khong hé so
hii; n6 di quén mat ca Simon va Jane.

C6 vé nhu phan hon cua no da thoat ra
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khoi phan xac va dang doi theo nhitng gi
xdy ra vo1 mot thoang t0 mo thich thu
trong luc than thé van budc di, ma chang
c6 cam giac gi hét ca.

Va rdi, nhu tiéng bat bat chot cua day
cung, am thanh d6 vang lén.

Thoang trong khoang khong bén trén dau
chung, mot con cho tru 1€n: mot tiéng ha
dai ky la qua ddi bat ngd va tham thiét
dén ndi trong gidy lat tat ca déu ding
chét tran. Am thanh d6 cham cham vang
vong khap bén cang, mdt thr 4m thanh
rén i, hoang dai, lanh 1€o nhu chira dung
moi 16 canh bao va moi ndi kinh hoang
tung c6 ¢ trén doi. N%’ﬁl% ca ed Hastings
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cling dung lang 1ang nghe, ngudi do dan.

Va thing nhéc Barney lic nay dang &
ngoai Barney, bay lo ling vo tu trén
khong trung, cam thdy tiéng hu d6 da
danh thic nd ddy bang mot ct choang
vang tot 6. N6 nhin 1én, va thiy Rufus
dang dtmg trén cao, tim than do in trén
nén trdi, voi tiéng rén ri van dang dai
ang trong c6 hong. Va dot nhién Barney
biét n6 dang ¢ dau, va hiéu rang n6 phai
chay trén.

N6 xoay ngoat lai, cti voi né hai canh
tay khong kip chdp lay nd nita, va chay
doc theo cau cang vé phia con duong

Ngon do1 vang hoe, doan dicu hanh cua
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1& hoi hoa trang dd cubn hat hét dam
dong, va nd da cach xa bon ngudi ngo
ngac & chd k¢ da kia t§i hai muoi 1am
yard trudc khi chung c6 thé bat dau dudi
bat. N6 nghe thdy nhitng tiéng quét thdo
va tiéng budc chan huynh huych phia
dang sau, bén lao nguoi chay that nhanh
1én d6i vé phia Ngbi nha Xam.

Simon va Jane dung trén bac thém kinh
ngac nhin xuéng. Pau tién thi bat chot
nghe tiéng htt 6n nguoi cta Rufus; roi
bay gio thinh linh lai dén Barney, cung
v6i bdn bong ngudi dang so dang dudi
theo sat got. Theo ban nang ching chay
voi xudng thém vé phia thing em, va roi

s¢ hai quay phat lai trudc tién% dong t&
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hai nhat. Pang sau chung, canh cura ra
vao cua Ngbdi nha Xam vura dong sam
lai; con chia khoa thi van & bén trong.

Barney lao dao chay lai phia chung, con
Rufus tir trén twong nhay vot xudng. Jane
s¢ hai noi: “Tron duong nao day?”

Simon cudng cudng chay lai canh ctra gb
16n chd burc twdng; day 1a 161 di nach cia
Ngoi nhd X4m va binh thudng van bi
dong kin. N6 day manh cai then ctra, tim
dap thinh thinh. Sy mung r& nhu con
song tran ngdp khap nguoi nd khi canh
cltra bit md, va n6 ddy toang cira ra.
“Nhanh 1€n!” n6 hét.
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Bon bong ngudi dang cim c6 dudi theo
sat got Barney gio chi con cach co vai
budc. Jane va Barney chay vot vao bén
trong canh ctra, cung vdi cai bong dé cua
con Rufus bén chan ching. Bic tuong
duong nhu rung 1én ban bat khi Simon
dong canh cira danh sam va nhanh chong
cai ba chiéc then sat 16n lai. Ching chay
1én 16i di nho hep va lanh 180 gitra chai
Ngoi nha Xam v&i ngdi nha bén canh, r6i
ding lai & cudi 16i di. Bén ngoai, tiéng
budc chan dung khung trudc canh cura.
Chung trong thay then ctra lac lu khi ai
d6 phia bén kia cd ging day ra. Chiéc
then kéu lach cach gian dir, va c6 mot
tiéng ddm manh vao ctra. Thé rdi tat ca

lai im lim. ,
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“Gia st chung tréo qua tudng thi sao?”
Jane s¢ hai thi tham.

“Ching khong tréo dugc dau,” Simon
cling thi tham. “Tuong cao lam.”

“Nh¢ dau ching pha vo cual”

“Nhitng then d6 cuc ky chic chin. Ma
lam thé thi moi nguo1 s€ trong thady va
nghi ngo... Nghe ma xem. Chiing da bo di
r6i.”

Ca bon cing tai liang nghe. Ching co
tiéng dong nao tu phia canh cira ¢ dau
bén kia 101 di. Rufus rhl%ré’c nhin ching

s://thuviensach.vn



nhu do héi va rén u r, miii thd phi phi vé
than van.

“Chung dang 1am gi thé? Chic 1a ching
sap gio tro gi do...”

“Nhanh 1én!” Simon ca quyét. “Minh
phai chay khoi nha trude khi chung kip
coO tho1 gian vong ra phia sau. Chung s€
nhanh chong bao vay ngdi nha day.”

Trong lac hoang hét ching chay vao
manh vuron nho sau nha, va bang qua 16p
c6 cao ngang goi t¢i chd hang rao. Rufus
ton tac quanh ching mot cach vui vé,
nhiay lén liém mat Barney. Con vat

duong nhu da quén mat su thoi thic
https://thuviensach.vn



huyén bi d3 khién n6 phat ra tiéng hu 18
thé tuyét vong kia, va bay gio n6 lai lam
nhu tat ca chi 1a mot tro choi to 16n.

“Hy vong la con chd s€ gilt yén lang,”
Jane lo lang noi.

Simon nhin cham cham qua ké ho cua
hang rao.

“N6 s& yén lang day,” Barney ndi. NoO
ci ngudi xudng va khum mot tay nhe
nhang 6m lay chiéc mdm do dai cia con
Rufus, thi thAm au yém véi con vt trong
hoi tho.

Simon dig thang ddy. “Bon chiing di hét
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roi. Minh di thoi.”

Lan luot tirng dira mot chui khoi vuon ra
ngoai con dudng lugn vong tir bén cang
dén phia sau ngdi nha, xudi theo ria Mii
Kemare.

“Oi,” Jane dot nhién néi vé dau kho,
“gid ma ching minh biét dugc Ong
Gumerry da di dau nhi.”

Barney kinh hoang néi, “Anh chi khong
tim thdy ong a? Thé con ba Palk thi
sao?”

“Khong, chang thiy 6ng ddu ca. Bon anh

da trong thay ba Palk’ht%}é%%%vilé%garé%vtrpe



nao dén chd ba ay duoc vi dong qua. Em
c6 trong thdy ong khong? Tai sao bon
ching lai dudi theo em? Em da chay tir
chd nao vé day? Bon anh nghi chac diéu
t0i t& gi d6 da xdy ra khi con Rufus vé
nha mdi modt minh, nhung bon anh chéng
biét di dau dé tim em ca.”

“Do1 modt chat,” Barney néi. Con sbc
thoat khoi tinh trang mu mam do bi bua
mé ciia nd gio diy dang chuyén thanh
mot cam giac hét stc cap bach. Hang
chuc thtr ma n6 da nghe thdy trong mot
tiéng vira qua lao vun vt trong tim tri;
va khi bat diu nhan ra y nghia cua ching,
mdi lac nd lai cang cam thiy hoang hit

hon. .
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“Simon,” nd giuc gid, “chung minh phai
lay bang dugc chiéc chén Thanh. Ngay
bdy gio. Ké ca khong c6 Ong Merry.
Khong con thoi gian dé tim 6ng, hay 1a
doi, hay 1a 1am bat ctr viéc gi khac dau.
Em nghi 13 bon chiing gan nhu di t§i noi
roi. Chi 13 van chua chic chin thoi, nén
ching mai bat em.”

“Viéc dau tién 1a phai thoat khoi day cai
d3a.” Simon dwa mit nhin quanh. “Bon
ching c6 thé tir phia cang l1én day bang
bat cir 16i nao. Minh s& phai roi duong
16n va ndp vao trong canh ddng dang sau
miii dét kia. Pia thé & d6 khéng doc 1am,

minh s€ nap kin dugc.” ,
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Bon tré bang qua con duong va di vao
nhitng canh dong dudi chin Mii
Kemare. Mit trdi trén cao van tdéa anh
néng choi chang, him hap tua nhu mot
ban tay khong 16 dang d¢ ching xuéng
Nhung gi¢ thi ngay ca Jane ciing chang
may may lo dén viéc bi say ning nira.

Khi bon tré dén duoc hang rao & cudi
canh dong dau tién thi nghe thdy c6 tiéng
noi. Chl'mg voi va bo qua hang réo
khong hé dung dé quay nhin lai, va nim
ép ngudi xudng dam cé moc rat cao phia
bén kia. Barney lo ling dit tay 1én lung
Rufus, nhung con chd nim im, cai ludi

dai mau hong the 1¢ ra ngoa.
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Ch.'fmg dra nao nhin rd thuc su chung tur
dau ra, nhung dot nhién miy bong nguoi
bong dung 1u Iu ngay trén con dudng. G
Withers, cao gay va hoi gu, ctr dua qua
dua lai cdi ddu nhu mdt con chdn; thﬁng
Bill trong chiéc 40 sang mau thi budc di
than trong nhung hung hing nhu san sang
tham chién; va cao hon hin hai tén nay 1a
mdt dang ngudi cao 16n diy him doa
mic toan d6 den, nhu mot vét rach tbi
sam trong khong gian chip chon hoi nong
ctia mot ngay hé. Trong khi theo ddi, bat
chot Simon nhé dén cai ngay khing
khiép khi nhirng budc chan day de doa
chay ram rap dudi theo nd, sudt mot con

dudng ving vé: va nd quay di khong nhin
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nguo1 dan 6ng do nira.

“Khong thdy c6 co ta,” Barney rit 1én.
“Chac 1a co6 ta dang quan sat ¢ phia
trudc, dé phong truong hop ching minh
chay ra phia do.”

Ngoai duong, bon ngu’(‘)ri no dung lai mot
chut c6 vé lu:(mg lu. Thang Bill quay lai
nhm qua canh dong, hudng thang tim mat
vé phia hang rao. Ba dtra tré cang dan
chit minh sat dat hon, gan nhu nin tho.
Nhung thang Bill lai quay di, c6 vé rat
hai 1ong. Ga Withers ciling nhin qua canh
d?)ng va néi gi 6 v6i nd. Thang nhoc lic
dau.
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Cai bong nguoi den si cao 16n dirng tach
ra mot chat, bat dong. Kho c6 thé noi
duoc 1a gd dang nhin vé hudng nio. Dot
nhién, ga gio tay chi Miii Kemare phia
ngoai bién. Hinh nhu gi dang nodi gi do
khan thiét 13m,

“Khong biét chung dinh 1am gi?” Jane
tham thi. Con chudt rat dang gidy vo kho
s& bén chan phai ctia em va em chi mong
sao duoc tiép tuc di.

“Néu ching di dén cubi miii dat thi minh
coi nhu xong,” Simon thi thao vé cang
thang.

“Lay Chuaa, bon ching con c6 thém bao
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nhiéu tén nita nhi? Ga dan 6ng cao lon
kia...” Jane soi ky ga qua k& 14 lay dong
¢ hang rao. Em khong nhin rd mat ga,
nhung mdt cam gidc én lanh quen thudc
16n dan trong tAm tri em. Thé roi, trong
khi em dang cham chu nhin, thi gd bo
chiéc mil den rong vanh ra trong choc 14t
dé 1y tay lau ngang tran, va bdng nhién
em nhn ra ngay hinh déng ctia cai dau
vO1 mai toc den day. Nhirng canh cay, 14
cO va anh sang mat tro1 chao ddo trudc
mit, em kéo vdi canh tay Simon.

“Anh Simon! Lai la tén do! Lai 1a...”

“Anh biét rdi,” Simon noi. “Ngay lac gi
di vong quanh goc dudﬁl{g anh da bict roi.
b
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Anh tudng 12 em ciing biét.”

“Ga 1a 6ng cha cua tit ca bon chung”
Barney tham thi khe khé. “Tén ga la
Hastings.”

“Dlng r61,” Jane ndi yéu &t. “Hastings.
Cha xu.”

Barney van nguoi lai mgt chut trong ddm
co dé nhin chi. “Ga khong phai 1a cha

2

XU.

“Ding ma. Chi da gdp ga tai nha linh
muc. O, em c¢6 nhé 14...”

“Do c6 phai 1a mdt ngdi nha 16n to1 tan,
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moi thir déu lung tung bira bai khong?”
Barney néi cham rai. “Cé mét 101 di dai,
va mot can phong day sach ding khong?”

Pén luot Jane ngac nhién nhin em trai.
“Chi nh6 1a chi ké vé dam sach, nhung
khong néi vé 16i di nao ca. Lam sao em
lai biet...”

Barney noéi, vé cuc ky chiac chan: “Em
khong quan tam 1a chi da néi gi, nhung
gd ta khong phai la cha xt. Em khong
biét g 1a ai, nhung khong phai thé. Ga
khong thé nao thé duoc. O gi co cai gi
v cung hung bao. Gi gidng hét nhu
nhitng gi Ong Gumerry di ké vé phe bén

kia, chi ¢6 thé phan nao cam nhan duoc
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diéu do, cir nhin gad ma xem. Va ga noi
nhirng dicu...”

“Cu Xuéng!” Simon dot ngdt nhic. Tt
ca cli ngay dau xudng co, va nam im mot
lac 14au trong khi mit trdi van gay git
chiéu trén lung va lam chay sém 16p da
& khoeo chan, va nhitng 14 co6 dai va lanh
doc ria hang rao co nhdn nhot bén ma
chung. Con Rufus nhtic nhich va khut khit
mot chat rdi lai yén lang. N6 da lan ra
ngu tu bao gio.

Mot 1at sau Simon lo lang ngang dau lén
khoi mat dat mot vai phan, chang nghe
thay gi ngoai am thanh ctia mdt con mong

blen Xa xam ¢ tit cao trén bau tro1. NoO
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d3 nhin thdy ba bong nguoi 10n lai va
bang qua canh ddng va trong gidy lat nd
da twdng minh bi sap bay. Nhung gio thi
& chd bon ching vira dimg chiang con ai
nita, va ca canh dong tinh mich ciing
chang c6 mot bong ngudi.

“Ching di roi!” n6 hén hé thi tham.
Barney va Jane cling ngang dau 1én, tir tir
va can trong,

“Nhin kia!” Jane chéng mdt khuyu tay
nhdém nguoi 18n, con tay kia chi ra phia
bo bién. Bon chung dang & d6, cai bong
den cao 16n dang sai nhiing budc dai,
hai bén ga 1a hai cai bong nho hon, dang
budc di nhip nhé doc theo Miii Kemare.
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“Qi!” Barney ndm lan ra va that vong rén
ri. “Minh bi chin dudng mat roi! Bay
gio 1am thé ndo ra dugc ngoai mii dat
day?”

Jane ngdi day, nhian nhé dudi hai chan té
cting. Em chan nan néi: “Chi chang thay
c6 gi dang dé budn byuc ca. Minh ching
thé 1am gi dugc. Minh d tim ra noi cat
gidu chén Thanh, nhung du sao thi ciing
khong thé 13y duoc nd. Néu cd mot 16i di
& dudi thi nd ndm dudi bién mat roi, con
cai hd ma minh tim thiy & phia trén thi
qué nho, khong thé chui lot ké ca minh co
day thung di nitra.”
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Barney kéu lén, “Nhung chiing thi c6 thé.
Em biét 1 ching s& lam duoc. Ga d6 ¢
the lam bat cu thir gi, gd c6 vé nhu da
sap xép san moi thir trude ca khi ga biét
la ching s€ x4y ra nita kia. Va néu ma
ching phat hién duoc cai hd trén tang
da...”

“Nhung ching khong thé xudng sau hon
minh duoc,” Jane ndi nghe rat hop 1¥.
“Va chung ciing khong thé vao tir phia
duéi day duogc, trir phi ching c6 do lan
trén du thuyén. DAu sao,” em ndi thém
nhung c6 vé khong tur tin 1am, “minh van
chua biét chic 1a chén Thanh c6 & dudi
do khong.”
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“Chac chr, chi biét 1a bon minh déu tin
thé ma!” Noi thit vong s6t v cua Barney
mdi lac mot bde 18n khong sao chiu ndi.
“Minh phai chin chiing lai. Ké ca khong
thé ty 1am dugc gi thi bon minh ciing
phai chin chiing lai.”

“Ping ¢6 nhu thiang nhoc ngdc nghéch
thé,” Jane noi, buc boi vi thit vong.
“Bon minh s& chi c6 nudc 1a dé chung
di, va tranh xa bon chiing cho t&1 khi tim
thay Ong Merry thoi. Bon minh chang thé
lam duogc viéce gi ca.”

“Co diéu nay,” Simon noi. Gigng no
nghe nghet di va kha 1a coc 16c, nhu van

thuong thé mo1 ban nod co dé khf)ng1 ghua
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phan khich. Hai d@ra nhin no, va Jane
nhuén miy vé ngd vuc. Simon chang noi
chang rang. N6 ngdi hai tay 6m gbi, cau
may nhin canh dong trudc mit.

“Qi, anh ndi tiép di.”

“Thy triéu.”

“Thuy triéu thi sao? Y anh 1a gi?”

“Thily triéu rit roi.”

“Q, thé ,thi coO gi phi thuérpg dau? Em
cling bi€t,” Barney ndi, hét sirc ngac

nhién. “Ai cha thdy dudi bén cang toan

la bun.” .
https://thuviensach.vn



Nhung Simon chiang thém nghe. “Jane,
em nh& bac Penhallow da noi gi ¢ dudi
bén cang day. Ve thuy triéu xuong thap ay

29

ma.

“Q, vang.” Jane bat dau trong c6 vé bot
budn bd han. “Vang, dung roi. NO s&
xudng rat thip ngay hom nay, bac ay bao
thé... con nudc triéu... ngay dudi chan
nhirng tang da...”

“Minh c6 thé di bd quanh nhirng ting
da,” Simon noi.

“Thé thi sao?”” Barney ging hoi.
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“Néu minh c6 thé di b quanh nhitng tang
d4,” Simon néi, cb stc to ra kién nhan,
“thi minh c6 thé di b quanh chin cia
Miii Kemare.”

Jane ngit 10i, doan duoc ¥ cua thang
anh, “Va cai hang, 16i di ngdm dudi
nuéc - lic minh nghe thiy tiéng bién
vong 1én tir dudi cai hd sang nay, thiy
triéu dang rt cao. Vi vy song van tran
vao 16i di ngdm. Nhung em khong thay
sao, Barney - myc thay triéu dic biét
thap nhu thé niy - néu da 1am 16 ra hét ca
nhitng tang da & phia dudi, thi co thé
cling s& dé 16 ra 161 di ngdm, va minh co
thé vao bén trong dugc.”
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Cai mit thing Barney gio 1a mot tong thé
tirc cuoi du moi thir xGc cam; do dan
chuyén thanh hao hing, rdi lai bién thanh
hoang hét. “Chua oi! Nhanh 1én, minh
xubng dudi d6 thoi!” N6 nhay bat day,
nhung r6i lai rén ri. “Nhung khong dugc
roi! C6 mdt tén trong bon ching dang
theo ddi dudi bén cang, va ba tén khac
thi dang & trén miii dat - [am sao minh c6
thé xuéng d6 ma khong bi phat hién
day?”

“Anh cling di nghi toi diéu d6 roi,” Mat
Simon tng hong 1én vi cam thiy minh trd
nén quan trong. “Chi md1 mot phut trudce
thoi. Con mé bén kia nita co ma. Cai
vinh & phia bén kia mii dat, chd minh
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dén tam ay. T ddy bon minh c6 thé di
xuyén qua canh dong t6i d6 ma chung
khong nhin thiy duoc, trir phi ching 1én
tan chd nhirg cot d4 nhin xudng hudng
d6. Néu ching nhin xuéng thi bon minh
di toi, nhung d6 1a cach duy nhat ma anh
nghi ra dugc.”

“Chung s& khong thiy dau,” Jane néi day
tir tin. “Ching s& khéng ngd rang chung
minh s& di xudng d6. Ching sé& tiép tuc
mai phuc & man bén cang.”

“Thoi nao, bon minh phai nhanh Ién.
Nhanh hét c& vao. Anh nghi thuy triéu
van con rat khi minh vuot qua bén cang,

nhung nd ¢6 thé do1 chiéu bat cur 1uc nao.
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U'éc gi minh biét duoc chinh x4c lac ndo
thuy triéu 1é€n.”

Barney, cung voi con Rufus vira tinh day
va lai dang nhay nhot xung quanh da di
xa dugc miy mét qua canh dong. Dot
nhién n6 dung khung, nom cé vé lo lang,
va tor tr quay lai. “Nhung con Ong
Merry. Bay gid ong s& khong thé tim thiy
bon minh. Ong s& lo chét di dugc.”

“Ong ¢6 thém quan tAim gi dén chuyén
lam bon minh lo chét di dugc khi bién
mat sang hom nay dau,” Simon nod1 cdc
16¢.

“Q, nhung du sao thi...
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“Nay,” Simon noéi, “anh 1a 16n nhét, nén
anh chiu trdch nhiém & day. Bon minh chi
c6 thé hoic 1a di tim Ong Gumerry, hoic
la di tim chén Thanh, Barney, khong co
du thoi gian cho cd hai vi¢c dau. Va anh
quyét dinh minh s& di tim chén Thanh.”

“Chj ciing dong ¥,” Jane tng ho.

“Thoi dugc rdi,” Barney noi, va no tiép
tuc 16i qua canh dong, trong tham tam 1én
lat cam thay nhe nhdm vi ¢ ong anh ra
lénh dé ma chap hanh. N6 thiy ngay hom
ay minh phai 1am ngudi anh hing don
doc c6 dé da du cho hang may nam lién

r01 - dén no1 nhitng mo uwdc tham kin cua
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nd vé nhitng chang hiép si don thuong
doc ma trong by ao giap bac s¢ khong
bao gid con gidong y nhu trudc nira.

kesksk

Ca ba déu nong birc va thd khong ra hoi
khi chiing dén duoc bai bién chd vinh ké
tiép tinh tir Trewissick, & phia bén kia
Miii Kemare. Nhung chiing nhe nhom ca
ngudi khi trong thiy thiy triéu ro rang 1a
van chua 1én tro lai.

Bién duong nhu & xa hang dam, cach ca
mot ving ménh mang cat trang lap lanh
anh bac khéng han diu chan dudi anh
mat tro1, va khi bon tré ham hé nhin doc
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suon mii dat chung c6 thé thiy cac tang
d4 dudi chan mii dat da 16 ra. Trude kia
thi nhirng con song lic nao cting doi vao
vach d4, ngay ca khi thay triéu thip nhat.

Chan cua ching ngap trong 1&p cat kho
mém mai ngay dau bai. Barney ngdi
phich xudng va bat dau ndi mot bén xing
dan ra. “Chd mot phat, em mubn céi dép
ra da.”

“O thdi di,” Simon sot rudt bao, “chi to
em s€ lai phai x6 ndé vao khi té1 cho
nhirng tdng d4 day.”

“Em khong biét, thé nao thi em van ct

coi ra day. Vo1 ca em mét lam ro1.”
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Simon can nhin, va buc tic gd gb hop
kinh vién vong vao dau gbi. Hon bao gio
hét n6 cang quyét tim mang theo tAm ban
d6 O bat clr noi ndo chung dén, va cai
hop biy gio néng ruc va am uét trong
long ban tay no.

Jane ngdi xudng trén cat bén canh
Barney. “Théi ma, anh Simon, chi nghi
nam phut thoéi. Khong sao dau, ma em
cling thiy nong 1am.”

Ciing khong hoan toan mién cudng,
Simon dé mac cho dau go1 minh nhugng
b0, khuyu xudng nam ngira trén mat cat.

Anh mat tro1 chéi chang chi€u vao mat
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no, va nd voi vang lat nguoi lai. “Chao
01, that 1a mdt ngay kinh khing. Anh chi
muon di boi mot cai thoi.” N6 thém khat
nhin ra bién; nhung ngay 1ap tirc mét nd
lai quay vé nhirng tang da.

“Tham chi con c6 nhiéu da 16 ra hon 1a
anh tuéng. Nhin kia, di by dudi chan
vach da lac nay s& dé nhu bon. Mot sb
chd thi nom hoi 16i, nhitng chd thiy triéu
rat van con dé lai nuéc 4y, nhung minh
van di qua d6 duogc dé ot.”

“Vi thé anh ciing s& phai coi dép ra
thoi,” Barney noi vé dic thing. N6 quang
d6i xang dan vong quanh c6 bing chiéc
quai da va sung suonghtt% 0 I &:Tlg% nhiing
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ngon chan trong cat, ngudc nhin nhirng
con mong bién dang luon tron va cat 1én
tiéng kéu yéu Ot bén trén bii bién. Bdng
no khung nguoi lai. “Nghe kia.”

“Anh cling nghe thay,” Simon no6i, t0 mo
ngude nhin 1€n. “Budn cuoi that, nghe
nhu tiéng con chim ca do6 vay.”

“Dlng 13 tiéng chim ct thit,” Barney
n6i, nhin chim cha 1én swdn mii dat cao
vat. “N6 vong dén tir phia dang kia. Em
tuong 1a cu chi kéu vao ban dém thoi.”

“Pung thé. Va néu chim ci ma bay ra
ngoai vao ban ngay thi chung s€ b1 nhirng

con chim khac tan cén%, vi cu an thit con
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ctia bon chim kia. Anh d hoc duoc diéu
doé & truong.”

“0), nhung dam mong bién chang co vé
dé v gi hét,” Barney ndi tiép. N6 ngudc
nhin 1én nhitng ddm den dang biéng nhac
liéng di liéng lai trén bau troi. Roi nd
dua mit nhin quanh bai bién. “Nay, con
Rufus dau roi nhi?”

“O, n6 & quanh dau do6 thoi. No vira &
day ma.”

“Khong, khong c6.” Barney dung bat
day. “Rufus! Rufus!” N6 huyt sao, tiéng
huyt dai cao dan vé cubi ma con cho
luén dap lai. Chung n%he c6 tién gncho
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sia sau lung, va khi nhin 1én trén bai
bién vé phia canh dong thoai thoai thi
thdy Rufus dang dung bén bd co, quay
dudi vé phia bién nhung dau thi ngoai lai
nhin ching.

Barney huyt sao lan nita, va vO nhe vao
dau goi. Con chod van khong dong day.

“N6 1am sao thé nhi?”

“No trong c6 vé hoang s¢. Hay 1a n6 bi
thuong?”

“Em hy vong la khong Barney chay lén
bai bién Va tim lay cai vong co cua

Rufus, vudt ve ¢d con chd. Con cho 1iém
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liém ban tay né. “Pi nao, choé ngoan !”
Barney nhe nhang nung. “Di nao. Khong
cO chuyén gi dau. Bi nao, Rufus.” No
khé kéo chiéc vong co, quay lai phia
Simon va Jane. Nhung Rufus khong chiu
nhtc nhich. Con ché kéu gir gir, cang ¢b
ging 10i xa khoi bai bién; tai vénh 1én vé
khong thoai mai, va khi Barney st rudt
kéo manh hon thi nd quay dau lai va gam
gir nhu canh cao.

Ngac nhién, Barney ndi long tay ra. NoO
vira 1am thé thi con ché bdng giat manh
mot cai nhu thé vira nghe thiy tiéng gi
do6, lai gdm gir, va ving khoi tay ctia nd
roi lao vut di qua dam co. Barney goi,
nhung con cho tiép tuch tch%fhkhéngcdﬁng
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lai, dau chai xudng, dudi cup giita hai
chan, vira chay vira nhdy cang 1én thanh
mot dudng thang tap cho t¢i khi bién mat
sau khiic quanh ctia miii dat.

Barney tir tir quay lai chd bai bién. “Moi
nguoi co trong thiy khong? Chéac chan
cai gi d6 da 1am n6é hoang so - em cudc
réng no s€ chay mgt mach vé nha.”

“Co 1€ chinh la do con cu do6,” Simon

noi

“Em nghi co6 1€ vay... nay, nghe xem, lai
nira day!” Barney nhin I€n. “Dung 1a no
dang ¢ trén dinh miti dat.”
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Lan nay tat ca ching déu nghe thay; cai
tieng rén 11 khan khan nhe nhang vong
xuong: “U... u... u...”

Khi nghe thiy tiéng d6, Jane cam thay
moi ban ning canh gidc clia em bong
tham thi tdn sdu trong tam tri. Trong mot
thoang, em chang hiéu ra sao nita. Em lo
lang ngude nhin Miii Kemare d6 s 1u lu
trudc mit va dinh ctia nhitng cot da in rd
trén nén troi.

“Con chim ngu ngoc,” Simon lo dang
noi, lai ndm ngura ra lan nira. “Cur tudng
bay gio la ban dém chac. Xéo vé ngu
di.”
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Ctr nhu 13 ¢o cai gl d6 nd bung trong
dau, Jane bat nhé ra. “Simon, nhanh 1én!
Khong phai 1a chim dau. Khong phai la
tiéng cti ddu. Chinh 12 bon chung day!”

Hai dtra kia tron tron mét nhin em.

Jane dung bat day, quén phirt cai nong
clia mit troi va cat trong con hdt hoang
bat ngd. “Moi ngudi cd6 nhé khong? -
dém hom no éy, trén dinh mii dat, chd
nhitng cdt di. Bon minh da nghe thay
tiéng ct kéu, va vi thé nén Ong Gumerry
mé&i di kiém tra, boi vi ong da nghi ngay
tiéng cu d6 nghe khong binh thudng. Va
do6 khong phai 1a 11 ca, do chinh 1a bon
dich. O nhanh 1én, c6 1& ching dd phat
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hién ra ching ta! Co6 1€ d6 chinh la tin
hi¢u ctia mot ké trong bon chiung bao cho
nhirng t€n kia biét la minh dang ¢ day!”

Simon dung vut ddy trude khi em gai kip
noi hét cau. “Di nao, Barney. Nhanh
1én!”

Tranh xa cai trong trai tro troi cta bai
bién, bon tré lao vé phia suon mii dat
l16m chom da, cat lao xao dudi chan
trong khi ching chay. P61 dép cua
Barney ndy binh bich trén nguc no. Jane
danh roi mat ca cai ruy-bing budc tim
toc dudi ngua, va mai toc em xda xudng,
clr co vao gay nhon nhot. Simon chay, tay

om chat cai hop kinh vién vong mdt cach
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dut khoat ctr nhu thé d6 1a cay gy cia
mot van dong vién chay tiép stc. Bon tré
chay thang vé phia vach dé, dung lai bén
duéi cao do xam lung ling 4y, lo s¢ ngd
lai suon ddc co ndi bat dé‘mg sau bai
bién. Nhung khong thiy c6 bong dang ké
nio dudi theo ching, va chung chang
nghe thay tiéng ct kéu nira.

“Xét cho cung c6 thé 1a bon ching van
chua nhin thady minh.”

“Em cugc rang ching khong thé thuc su
nhin thay bai bién nay tir bat ctr chd nao
trén dinh cua mi dat.”

“Puoc ro1, du sao minh cling van phai
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nhanh 1én. i thoi, néu khong thuy triéu
s€ tran vao va dén noi trudc minh mat.”

Bon tré van tiép tuc chay trén cat, doc
theo suon vach da, vé phia cudi mii dat
va bién. Rdi chung dén dugc chd nhitng
tang da, va bat dau leo lén.

Vuot qua nhiing tang da dé qua 1a mot ky
cong. Thoat tién da kho rdo va kha nhin
nhui, nén chiung leo tr mém da xam 1om
chdm ndy sang mém d4 khac mot cach dé
dang, men theo nhiéu viing nho noi co
chan ngdng vuron xiic tu tya nhitng bong
hoa tua tia giita tham rong bién, va dan
tom trong veo lia qua lia lai. Nhung

chang may choc bon tré da dén cho
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nhirng tang d4 chi 16 ra mdi khi thay triéu
thap nhat. Nhitng mang 16n rong bién
bam déy trén do, lép lanh, van con udt
nhang dudi d&nh mat tro1; thr réu nau tron
tudt, kéu 1ép nhép dudi chan chung, thinh
thoang lai tu dung bong ra khién chung
bi truot xuéng mot viing nudc.

Chang dén mot hd nuéce dai con dong ket
gitta nhitng tang da. VAn nhit quyét di
chan khong, Barney 1€ budc theo sau
cach hai dira 16n mdt doan. Chﬁng dirng
doi & mép nuoc trong khi thang em ron
rén do dam toi gan. “Oi!” nd giam phai
mdt cai vo dc va kéu 1én.

“D1 dép vao di,” Jane no1 nhu van nai.
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“N6 c6 udt ciing ching sao dau, dép ciia
bon chi ciing wdt siing ca réi. Em co thé
gidm vao cai gi do trong viing nudc va
no s€ ctra dut chan em cho ma xem.”

Barney tra 101, t6 ra ngoan ngoan mot
cach dang ngac nhién do da bi vap dén
ba ngén chan, “Pugc thdi.” NO ngdi
chom chdém trén mot ting da nho ra ngoai
va gd d6i dép tir trén co xubng. “Pi dép
vao dé 16i nudc nghe that ngd ngan, chir
khéng phai 1a céi dép ra day.”

“May con goi thé nay la 101 nudc co
day” Simon mia mai. “O day c6 thé con
sot lai da thir ca an thit dudi1 bién sau

dang do61 ngau doi nghién. Ong
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Penhallow bao 1a chi ra khoi miii dat
mot ti thi bién di sau 1dm roi.” No nhin
chim chu bai rong bién ndu nau noi 1énh
phénh trong ving nude. “O, duogc roi, di
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nao.

Chung 161 10m bodm qua dam rong, di that
sat chan vach da, lo so vin tay vao da dé
gitr thang bang. Simon, di hang dau, than
trong dua mot 1én chan do dam, khua
khodng nudc 1am rong bién quin vao
chan vira lanh vira nhop nhap. Pay viing
nude co vé kha bang phang, nén nd tir tin
di tiép, voi hai dira em theo sau. Thé r6i
dot nhién ban chan do duong bi hing mot
cai, va chua kip d6 nguoi lai ding sau

thi n6 da bi tudt xuong nudc nL%aJ) to1 that
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lung. Jane, di cudi cung, kéu thét 1én khi
em nhin thay anh trai truot ngd. Barney
chia mot tay vé phia Simon, lac nay bong
thanh ra thdp hon ca no.

“Khong sao dau ma,” Simon ndi, ngac
nhién hon 1a bi xay xat gi. Sau cam giac
choang vang lic ban dau, nd thay lan
nudc mat lanh trén d6i chan chay ning
ctia minh that d& chiu. N6 can than lan
lan vé phia trudc, va sau mot vai budc
lai thiy da cham vao dau gdi né dudi lan
nudce cua cai viing. N6 du nguoi 1€n, dap
nude ban tung toe nhu mdt con ca bi mac
can, sau vai phuat thi myc nude chi con
tg1 mit ca chan.
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“P6 1a ving day 16m ngdm dudi nudc.
N6 s& doc 1én dén chan vach da. Can
than nhé, Barney. Pua chan ra trudc do
xa hon mot chat, xem xem c6 chd nao dé
budc khong. C6 thé s& cb cai gi ddy nhod
1én, nhu bac da ay. Anh bi nga truéc khi
kip do thir. Néu khong thdy gi em chi
viéc di theo 16i anh di. C6 diéu la cham
cham tho1.”

Barney can than choc choc mot chan
xuéng nudc va xudng tham rong bién
rung rinh, nhung thdm chi cach xa vach
da no ciing chi thdy go canh ctia mom da
ngdm, va xa hon nita thi ching thiy gi.
“Em chang do thiy cai gi dé budc 1én

ca.”
' https://thuviensach.vn



“Thé thi em phai 161 xubng. Tu tir ha
nguoi xuong.”

“Chang tha bon minh boi dén dé tir dau
con hon,” Barney lo lang néi. N6 khom
nguoi, hai tay cham day cho dén khi ngdi
han xudng nudc, hai chin budng thdng
trén k& nirt khéng nhin thiy, va tha nguoi
tudt xudng.

Nudc da gan nhu ngdp qua ba vai thi no
mdi thiy ban chin cham vao da cting; nd
da quén khudy mit Simon cao hon nd dén
thé nao. N6 161 qua va Simon kéo né vao
chd nuéc nong. Cai quin sodc cia

Barney, tham si va udt sting, dinh bét
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vao bap dui nd, nén nd phai cui xubng
& nhitng 14 rong bién da kip quan chang
chit quanh chan. Gan nhu tic thi né cam
thdy cai nong blrc ctia mit trdi bat dau
hong kho da, dé lai trén da mot 16p mubi
ram rap. Jane lam theo y nhu vay, va
chiing ciing nhau 161 qua nét quing nudc
nong cudi cung tdi chd nhimng tang da 16
ra kho réo gitra ddm rong réu mau nau.

“Gia md minh biét rd vé thay triéu,”
Simon lo lang néi v&i Jane. Barney d
hiang hai vuot 1én, hét truot lai tudt qua
nhirng tdng da phia trudc ching.

Jane ngdng ra phia bién. Séng bién hién

hoa vo vao nhitng ria da tang cach xa vai
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thuée, chira lai mot 16i mon ty nhién
vong quanh chan vach da.

“Chac chan la chua 1én dau. Tham chi
con rat nira 1a dang khac. Em thay chua
dang lo ma, ching ta chac 1a sap dén noi
r6i.”

“0, nhung phai dé mat day nhé. Anh lo
chinh 12 vé cai doan nudc sau vira roi
day. Khi nao nudc 1én thi s& tran vao céi
viing sdu d6 dau tién, va cha can day
ngap thi minh cling khong thé quay vé 16i
cli dugc r6i. N6 s& ngdp qua dau Barney
trong nhay mt.”

Mat Jane tai mét, nhin vé phia dira em
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trai dang bo 16m ngdm bang ca tay va
dau goi. “Oi1 anh Simon. Anh c6 nghi 1a
minh nén dé no lai khong?”’

Simon nhe ring cudi. “Anh ciing mubn
duoc thiy em thir xem sao day. Pung lo,
no sé& 6n thoéi. Mién 1a minh theo ddi thiy
triéu 1a dwoc.”

Ngoai lai dang sau, Jane bdng nhién nhan
ra ching di di xa biét ching nio. Bay
g0 chiung dang dirng trén nhitng tang da
& dau chét cua miii dat. Nhitng 4m thanh
lao xao xa lac ciia dat lién khong con
vong dén tir dang bai bién, va ching co
gi khac ngoai tiéng ri rao hién hoa ciia
bién. C¢ nhu 1a chl'mF%t da tach hin ra
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khoi dét lién vay.

ROi Barney hon ho reo 1én. “Nay nhin
xem! Nhanh 1én! Lai day! Em tim thay
roi!”

No6 dang ding sat vach da, phia trudc
vai thudec, gén nhu bi mot tang da che
khuat. Chung thiy n6 dang chi bé mit cua
vach da. Ngay lap tirc hai dlra quén
khudy thily triéu, chiing nhdy lén, bing
qua cac viing nudc va da vé phia Barney,
tao bién 16p bdp dudi chan ching nhu
sung lién thanh.

“Khéng to 1am,” né ho lén trong khi

chung tién lai. Simon va Jane chi trong
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thay k& nirt sdu hoam trong tang da khi
ching dén that gan. Trong ching gidng
cai hang ma chiing dd muong tugng trong
dau. Hep va c6 hinh tam giac, k& niit chi
cao vira di cho Barney c6 thé dtng thang
ngudi & bén trong, con phan chung thi tat
nhién 1a s€ phdi lom khom ma di vao.
Nhitng tang d4 xu xi chit déng xung
quanh 16i vdo, va nuéc nhd tong tong tir
trén noc hang moc day réu xanh am uot.
Chung khong thé nhin sau duoc vao bén
trong.

Jane hoi vé nghi ngd, “Em c6 chac chan
chinh 14 day khong?”

“Tat nhién 1a ndé rb61,” Barney ndi mot
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cach ca quyét. “Khong thé c¢6 nhiéu hon
mot cai duoc.”

“Tai1 sao lai khong chir?”

“Anh ciing nghi thé,” Simon noéi, “nhung
anh nghi day dang 1a cai hang do day.
Nhin 1én trén xem - minh c6 thé 10 mo
nhin thidy ngay cai tam giac mau xanh
trén dinh vach da noi co moc trum bén
trén nhitng tang d4. Minh chic chan dang
dtng twong d6i thang hang véi chd céi
hé ay 16 ra.”

Jane ngudc len, roi lai voi vang nhin
xubng, stmg sdt trudc chidu cao dang
kinh ngac cua vach da, cr nhu thinh linh
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stng sitng trén dau chung. “Em ciing cho
la the.”

Barney chim cht nhom céi hang toi om.
“Thuc ra nd khong phai 1a mot cai hang,
ma chi 1a mot cai hoc, giong nhu & trén
dinh. U1,” - né khit miii vé ghé ghé -
“toan mui rong bién va mudi. Hai bén
thanh thi am uét, day réu xanh 1& va
nudc nho tong tong. May la bon minh
cling d3 w6t hét ca roi.”

“Em khong thich cai hang nay ti nao,”
Jane dot nhién 1én tiéng, nhin tran tran
16i vao den ngom qua nho so v&i vach da
rong 16n.
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“Em no1 em khong thich n6 nghia la thé
nao?”

“N6 lam em sén cd gai 6c. Bon minh
khong thé vao trong d6 dugce.”

“Y em la em khong thé chir gi,” Simon
n6i. “Em sé& phai canh ching dé phong
truong hop thiy triéu 1én. Nhung anh thi
c6 thé vao.”

“Thé con em thi sao?” Barney phin nd
héi. “Chinh em da tim thay n6 co ma.”
“Em muon vao that a?” Jane kinh hoang
hoi.
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“V61 cai chén Thanh trong do 4?7 Ai ma
lai khong mudn co chi? Tt hon 13 em
thir xem sao,” nd c¢d ging thuyét phuc
Simon, “em 1a dtra nhé nhét, va 16i di thi
qua hep. Anh co thé s& bi mic ket, va
khong bao gi¢ chui ra ngoai dugc nita.”

“O1 dung noi the,” Jane kéu 1én.

“Néu em vao duogc thi anh s€ vao theo
em,” Simon noi.

“Oke,” Barney vui vé dong y. N6 da cam
thdy nhe nhdm khong 101 nao ta xiét sudt
tir lac thiy minh thoat khoi ban tay cua
i Hastings nham hiém dén ndi khong

con cai gi khac, so vdi dieu do, co veé
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con dang s¢ nira. “Nhung gida ma bon
minh mang theo mot cai den pin.” N6
nhin sdm soi vao trong hang d4. Chi cach
cta hang mdt vai budc chan, bén trong
d3 t6i den va chang nhin thiy gi.

“G1a ma minh mang theo mt doan day
thirng nhi,” Jane budn ba noéi. “Dé nhd
hai anh em bi mic & trong do that thi em
c6 thé kéo ra.”

Simon cho tay vao tii quin ngd lén troi,
va bat dau binh than huyt sdo. Hai dtra
kia tr6 mat nhin no.

“Thé nao?”
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“Anh lam sao vay?”

“Cling may ma trong gia dinh minh con
c6 nguo1 thong thai,” Simon noi.

“A1? Anh 477

“Anh khong hiéu bon may s& lam gi néu
khong ¢6 anh.”

“O thoéi di,” Jane sOt rudt nodi, “anh
khong c6 day thung hay deén pin, nén
dung gid vo la anh ¢6 nira.”

“Anh gan nhu 1a c6 day.” Simon thoc tay
vao tai quan sodc. “Em biét cai 1ic bon

minh lyc thi tim xem c6 day thung khong,
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sang nay 4y, va chi tim dugc mdi cudn
chi ctia em, thé 13 anh nghi bon minh can
phai chuan bi can than hon dé dé phong.
Nén khi quay lai nha anh di chop lay
may soi day cau cta bd. BS khong cam
tat ca di.” N6 16i tir trong tai ra mot bui
cuon chat thir diy cudc manh mau nau.
“Céai nay dai khong kém gi day chdo.”

“Em chua bao gio nghi dén di€u do,”
Jane noi, t6 vé ngudng mo.

“Anh cling van con miu nén ci day.
Nhung anh ca 1a em lai chdng mang theo
diém dau.”

Jane rén lén. “Khong, em khong mang.
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N6 & trong tii d6 cua em, va em da dé
no ¢ nha roi. D& that.”

“Anh ciing doan thé ma.” Simon noi, roi
v6éi mot cu vung tay day ty min ciia mot
nha 4o thuat, n6 161 trong tui quén ra mot
hop diém va mau nén. Nhung roéi mit nd
Xiu xuéng. “Tro1 a, chiang udt hét roi.
Chic 1a chung bi u6t lac anh truot ngd
xudng cai hd sau day. Bic nén udt roi, sé
chang bat Iira duoc nita. Nhung diém thi
van con tot.”

“Chung sé€ chay thoi.” Barney dong vién,
“Heét say. Thoi nhanh 1én.”

Simon 13y cai hop kinh vién vong van
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kep dudi canh tay va dua né cho Jane.
“Em nén lam nhiém vu gitr tim ban dd
ndy di, Jane. Néu anh danh roi n6 trong
d6 minh s& ching bao gid tim thay nita
dau.”

N6 nhin ra bién mdt 1an nita. Nhiing ting
da noi chung dang ding & day tham chi
cang gibng mot con dé ke hon, trai rong
ra g?m nhu ndi v&i mit nude thanh mot
mit phang. Chi c6 duy nhat mot mo da
x4m nhé ra don doc canh 16i vao hang.

Nudc van tiép tuc vo nhe vao da cach
chung sau bay thudc, khong ra xa hon
cling chiang tién lai gan hon ké tor khi

chung bat dau ro1 bai bién, Simon phan
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van lo ling khong biét khoang bao lau
nita thuy triéu s& dang l1én. “Anh doan
bon minh con khoang nira tiéng nira,” nd
cham rai noi. “Sau d6 minh s& phai
nhanh chong quay lai trudc khi thiy triéu
kip dang dén chd nay. Lai ddy, Barney,
va ding yén.”

N6 tim dugc mdt dau ctia cudn day cau
va budc can thin quanh eo ctia Barney.
“Néu em di trudc thi anh s& gitt soi day
dang sau em.”

“Cé6 can phai cho n6 vao khong?” Jane
noi.

Barney quay lai luom chi. ,
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“0), anh ciing ching muén thé,” Simon
noi, “nhung nd ndi ding, cai hang nay rat
hep va c6 18 no 1a ngudi duy nhit c6 thé
vao dugc bén trong. Khong sao dau ma,
anh s& khong dé no lac mat dau. Nay!”
N6 dua cho Jane cudn day. “Pung dé bi
chung.”

“Ma cling dung dé bi cang qua,” Barney
noi1, bat dau di vao, “néu khong chi sé cat
emra lam do61 mat.”

Jane liéc nhin dong ho. “Bay gio 1a gan
nam gi0. Khi nao hai anh em ¢ trong do
dugc muot1 phut thi chi s€ kéo day hai
lan dé nhic nhé.”
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“Muoi phut!” Barney biu moi. “Bon em
c6 the phai di hang dam co day.”

“Hai anh em c6 thé chét ngat mat,” Jane
t01 nghi€p no.

“P6 1a mot y kién hay day,” Simon néi
nhanh, liéc nhin khuén mit em gai. “Em
kéo hai 1an, va néu anh kéo lai hai 1an,
c6 nghia 1a bon anh vin 6n nhung bon
anh dang ¢ trong d6. Néu anh kéo ba lan,
coO nghia la bon anh dang tr& ra.”

“Va néu em kéo ba lan c6 nghia 1a hai
nguol phai ra ngay, boi vi thuy triéu

dang lén.” ,
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“Tét. Va bdn 1an kéo tir mot trong hai
dau thi c6 nghia 1a dau hiéu nguy hiém -
ma,” Simon voi vang nodi thém, “khong
phai 13 s& can thiét dau day nhé.”

“Puogc ro1,” Jane noi. “O1 tro1 o1. Hai
anh em dung di 1au qua day.”

“0, nhung bon anh s€ phai di cham.
Pung c6 lo qua, s€é khong c6 chuyén gi
dau.” Simon vo nhe vao lung em gai, va
theo sau Barney luc nay dang hao hiing
cing ngudi ra voi sgi ddy quan quanh
bung nhu chil chod kéo soi xich, dua mot
tay 1én viy mdt cai va bién vao trong

cura hang to1 om. ,
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CHUONG 14

Barney chép chép mit nhin vao bong tdi.
Khi mit n6 di quen véi viéc khong con
anh sang mat tro1 thi nhitng vat 16 mo
trong bong t6i méi dan hién rd ra. No
nhan thy anh sang tir 16i cira hang chiéu
vao bén trong sau hon chung tuong; va it
nhat trong vai thuéc dau tién nd co thé
nhin thay nhitng than rong bién xanh nho
nhd pht bay nhdy bén vach va trén noc
hang, ca anh sang lap lanh cua mot dong
nude nong, tinh 1ang bén dudi.

No than trong budc vé phia trudc, mot
tay gio 1én cham vao HEE HuiE BN Kia



dang ra cham vao mot bén vach. Nhe¢ nhe
va déu dan, no c6 thé cam théy Simon
dang di phia sau kéo sg1 day budc ngang
that lung noé. Ré mon mot trong khong
gian yén lang khép kin ctua cai hang, no
c6 thé nghe duoc tiéng chan cta hai dira
161 bi bom va tiéng thd cta anh trai.

“Pi can thin nhé,” Simon ndi tir phia
sau. Thiang anh ndi rat khé, gan nhu thi
thdo, vdy ma cai hang van doi lai giong
no thanh mot tiéng i Am vang day khap ca
khong gian bao quanh chung.

“Em dang can than ddy thoi.”

“Em c6 thé bi va u dau day.”
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“Anh ciing c¢6 thé bi va u dau. Coi ching
cai nhii da, n6 sa xuong thap day. bat tay
1én n6¢ hang, anh sé& so thay duong.”

“Anh biét r6i,” Simon ndi vé sét rudt.
Cb n6 phai chai xudéng rat kho chiu; vi
cao hon Barney nén n6 ctr phai khom
ngudi sudt dé tranh khoi dap dau vao da
nhdy nhua bén trén. Thinh thoang mét
giot nudce to lanh lai nhd vao bén trong
¢ 40 so mi ctia no.

“Lanh qua nhi?”

“Lanh phat cong.” Chiéc quin sodc dinh

bét vao dui Barney nhc'rg nhap, va no
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cam thiy hoi lanh lun qua 40. Mdi luc
nd lai cang cam thdy kho nhin duogc
nhirng thtr xung quanh hon, va chang may
chdc né phai lo lang ding lai, cam thy
bong toi vay tdi gan nhu thé dang bung
1y hai mét. LAn mo 1én trén, ngdn tay nd
khong con so duge dén néc hang nira.
Bén trén dau, noc hang d3 vuon cao quéa
tim vGi cta nd, va nd chi nim dugc
khong khi.

“Cho mot chat, anh Simon.” Giong cta
no doi lai tr moi phia nghe ron ron. “Em
nghi 13 néc hang chd nay cao hon. Nhung
gio em khéng nhin thiy gi ca. Anh van co
diém day chi?”
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Simon lan theo cai day dé toi chd
Barney dang ding. N6 cham dugc vao
vai thing em, va Barney cam thdy yén
tdm hon han trudc cam giac tiép xac nay,
tham chi con hon la n6 dam tu thira nhan
v61 chinh minh nira.

“Pung c6 dong day. Anh s€ budng cai
day ra mot luc day.”

Simon mO mam trong tui tim diém, roi
mé bao diémra, sO cac canh can than dé
bi€t chac 1a minh mé dung chiéu.

Hai que diém dau chi budng binh kéu
ken ket trén vo mac cho nd ra strc quet,

va ching que nao bat hra (T)h ue diém thir
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ba chay nhung lai bi gdy luon, 1am bong
ngdn tay Simon dén ndi nd kéu 1én mot
tiéng va danh roi que diém trudc khi
chung kip chép chép mit cho hét 16a vi
anh 1ra bat ngd. Co tiéng xéo x&o nho
nho khi que diém roi xudng ving nudc
quanh chan chung.

“Nhanh 1én,” Barney noi.

“Anh dang nhanh hét c¢& dy... a, duoc

1
A. 9

I01.

Que diém ther tu kho, bat lira va bap
bung chay. Simon khum tay che ngon lua
“La nhi, chic 1a ¢ dau co gio lua roi.
Nhung anh khong cam tha ”
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“Vay ma que diém lai cam thdy. Tét roi,
nhu thé c6 nghia 1a s& co 16i ra & dau
dang kia. Thé thi ddy dung 1a cai hang
can tim.”

Ban tay Simon che ngon ltra nho choéi
mat, va Barney voi v nhin xung quanh
trong anh sang chap chon. Béng cua
chung nhay nhot trén vach hang, to dung
va nom that ky quai. Barney nhin 1én, va
than trong budc vai budc 1én phia trude.
“Gio cao lén nao... nay, & day noc hang
cao hon, anh c6 thé dung thang duoc
day.”

Simon than trong budc dén cho em trai,
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trong lic van cong ngudi bén trén que
diém, roi dudi thing lung ra va thd phao
mot hoi nhe nhdm. Nhung r6i que diém
chay dén ngodn tay nod, va no tha voi
xuong. Ngay 1ap tuc bong t6i bao tram
1én hai ddra nhu mot tAm chan.

“Pung yén nhé, anh s€ cham que khac.”

“Thoi, chod mdt chit, minh khong can
phai lang phi dau. Em c6 nhin thiy mot
doan phia trudce luc lva chua tat, vi thé
minh c6 thé di hét doan d6 r6i anh hiy
cham que khac.”

Barney nhim miat lai. Khéng hiéu sao,

mac du mé thi cai han,cﬁr van toi nhu vay,
ttps://thuviensach.vh



né thiy nhim miat lai cho nd cai cam giac
an toan hon. Ngon tay van lan theo vach
da tron tudt, né budc hai, ba budc 1én
trudc. Simon budc theo, mdt tay dat 1€n
vai em trai, mat nhin chong choc vao
bong t6i nhung chang thiy gi, nhu thé co
mot tim man den day dic che ri ngay
truedc mat.

Ching ctr tiép tuc vao hang nhu viy
trong mot khoang tho1 gian dudong nhu vo
tan. C& chdc chdc Simon lai danh mét
que diém, va ching budc tiép trong luc
cai ngudn sang md' md con chay va vai
budc nita theo tri nhd sau khi diém tat
phut. Mot 1an chang thir thip miu nén,

nhung nd chi kéu xeo Xeo budng binh,
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thé nén Simon lai nhét n6 vao tai.

Khong khi phd vao mat chiing lanh lanh,
nhung trong lanh. Mdc du xung quanh
chiing toan mui mudi va rong bién, nhu
thé dang & dudi bién, ching thdy khong
kho thd 1am. Sy tinh lang, ciing nhu bong
toi, duong nhu dic quanh, chi bi pha v&
boi chinh tiéng budc chan cua ching, va
tiéng vang thanh thot ctia nhimg giot
nudc tr trén ndc hang thinh thoang roi
tdm xudng.

Trong luc Simon dang dirng im va loay
hoay v&1 bao di€ém thi Barney cam thay
so1 day quanh bung minh giat manh siét

vao nguol; mdt, hai lan. “Hai l1an keo.
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Chic 1a chi Jane ddy. Muoi phat. Troi
dat, em cur tudng minh da ¢ day dén hang
tiéng dong ho ro1.”

“Anh s€ lam hi€u lai,” Simon no6i. No
danh mot que diém va nhin thay soi day
manh dang cing 1én trong anh ltra. Nam
chdt so1 day, né cling giat hai cai cham
va déu vé phia tin hiéu kia.

“Nghi dén chi Jane ¢ dau dang kia ctr 1a
la thé nao ay,” Barney noi.

“Khong biét con bao nhiéu nira?”
“Oi! - Anh c6 nghi minh sip bi hét day
khong? Day c6 dai khérhlg?”
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“Kha dai déy,” Simon dap, cb ra vé lac
quan hon 13 ndé cam thiy trong long.
“Minh di cham qua. Ui!” Que diém chay
dén ngodn tay, va nd voi vang budng ra.

Khong thiy co tiéng xéo xéo khi que
diém roi xudng. Khi hai dtra md mim di
tiép Simon chot nhan ra 1a nd dang cd
1ang nghe Am thanh y.

“Dung lai mot lat, Barney.” No di di
chan dudi dat va nhin xudng. “Nén hang
khong con u6t nira.”

“Dép ctia em van con kéu 1ép nhép ma,”

Barney noi. ,
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“Ddy 1a nudc & bén trong gidy, cha
khong phai bén ngoai dau, d6 ngbc a.”
Giong Simon vang am 1én trong hang, va
nd lai voi vang ha xudng thanh khé thi
thao, gan nhu s¢ rang 4m thanh d6 s& lam
sap ca noc hang trén dau ching,

“Vach hang ¢ ddy ciing khong con lay
nhay nita,” Barney dot nhién néi. “La dé
kho. Thuc ra da khd duoc mot doan roi,
chi tai em khong nhan ra tho1.”

Mot que diém nita sang bung lén khi
Simon chdm vao que diém gan chay hét
trén tay. NoO dua ngon lra lai gin vach
da. Hai dtra nhin thay log anite xam
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tro tryi, doi chd ndi 1én nhitng van da
sang trang, va khong con chat rong bién
nao. Khi Barney chi ngudi xudng dé so,
né thiy mit dat phi toan bui cat.

“Chac 1a minh dang di 1én d6i.”

“Bién chac khong thé an sau dugc dén
day dau.”

“Nhung minh nghe thay tiéng blen am am
tr trén miéng hé ma, sang nay ay Li¢u
nhu thé c6 nghia 1a minh d3 di qua miéng
khe nui r6i khong?” Barney ngira c¢6 nhin
1én n6¢ hang.

“Anh khong nghi thé,” Simon nbi vé
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khong chic chan. “Tiéng bién co thé
vong xa cd doan duong da1 Nay, nhm
phia trude nhanh di, diém sap tat roi.”

Barney nhin vé phia trudc va thay céi
khung canh gio-da- tro- nen—quen—thuoc
ma midi vé sau nd van khong thé nao
quén: nhirng vach hang hep chay ngoan
ngoéo vao bong téi v4i bao nhiéu hinh
bong dang nhay nhot, nhu kep chat chung
trong gong kim ti ting khong mAy than
thién. Va vao dung gidy phut bong t6i lai
chue bao pha 1y ching, né mo hd cam
thay man den trudc mit gan hon khi ndy.

No6 ngap ngung di 1én phia trudc, nhung
linh tinh mach bao né du lai. NO guo’
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tay ra trudc khoang khong im lang. Ban
tay dap vao da cung chi cach mit no
khoang vai inch. “Simon! Puodng cut
roi.”

“Céi gi?” Giong Simon vang 1én vé nghi
ngd va that vong. N6 da danh vat voi
nhitng que diém; gid thi n6 so thay day
hop, va nhan ra 1a minh khong con nhiéu
nira.

Trong 4nh sang chip chon, kho co thé
phan biét dugc nhitng cai bong vai bong
t6i day dic, nhung ching di kip nhin
thdy cai hang van chua dén tin cing.
Thay vi thé, long hang thay d6i, ngay

trudc midt chung, thanh mot 161 di hep
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hon ¢ xa xa: nhé va cao, voi mot tang da
cudi nam ket gitra hai bén vach phia trén
nén dat chirng mot mét. Trén dau ching,
cao qua tam véi, khe hang hep md rong
ra cho dén noc: nhung ching c6 cach nao
dé tréo 1én d6 ca. Tang da da chan 16i
lén.

“Chung minh s& chang bao gid qua duoc
chd kia,” Simon tuyét vong noi. “Chéc 1a
da di roi xudng sau khi ong nguoi
Cornwall d6 di qua.”

Barney nhin xudng céai khe hd t61 om
dang so con lai & bén dudi khe da, 1om
chom toan d4 va day de doa sau bong

Itra bap bung, va nudt nudc bot. No bat
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dau udc gi hai anh em duoc quay tro lai
cho c6 anh sang mat troi.

Sau d6 n6 nghi vé€ chén Thanh, r61 dén
vé mat ctia gd Hastings. “Em co6 thé chui
qua bén dudi, néu em bo.”

“Khong,” Simon phan d6i ngay lap tuc.
“Nguy hiém lam.”

“Nhung bay gio minh ciing khong thé
quay trd lai,” Barney 1y lai tu tin khi nd
bat dau tranh luan. “Minh d3 dén tan day
roi, ¢6 thé minh chi con cach chén Thanh
c6 miy budc thdi. Em sé& ra ngay néu 16i
di qua chat. Oi théi ndo, Simon, dé em
thir di.”
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Que diém phut tat.

“Minh khong con nhiéu nita,” Simon noi
trong bong toi. “Sap hét réi. Minh phai
thap mau nén d6 1én khong thi s& bj tac ¢
day. Em dang & dau?”

Lan theo sgi day vé phia Barney, Simon
cam lay tay em trai va dit bao diém vao
d6. Roi nd so tai tim mau nén, lau cai
bac vao 4o hy vong c6 thé 1am n6 kho
hon. “Nao, bat mt que diém 1én.”

Co mot t1eng dong dang sau ching trong
bong t6i, giébng nhu tiéng da r0’1 mot

tiéng kén ket, lach cach, va roi lai im
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lang.
“Cai gi thé nhi?”

Hai dira lo ling nghe ngdng, nhung chi
nghe thay tiéng tim ching bong dung dap
thinh thich. Barney danh mot que diém,
tay run ray. Quanh ching, cai hang lai
tran ngdp anh sang, duy chi c6 bong t6i
x(m xit & phia tiéng dong nhu dang ché
giéu.

“Chang c6 gi ca dau,” cudi cung Simon
n6i. “Chiac 13 mét tang da minh da co
vao nén long ra. Pay.” N6 dua miu nén
1én trudc ngon lira. Que diém tiép tuc

chdy nhung miu nén van chi kéu xeo xeo
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nhu 1an trudc. Chung thor thém lan nira,
cO nin thd, va lan nay thi cai bac bat ltra,
mot ngon Itra dai mau vang tdéa day khoi.

“Cam lay,” Barney néi vé quyét tam.
“Em s€ di vao trong d6.” N6 dua cho
Simon nhitng que diém cudi cung va cam
1§y mAau nén. “Anh nhin ma xem,” né noi,
lay tay che ngon lira day khoi khoi gio.
“Thuc ra 16i ndy ciing khong thip lam.
Em c6 thé bo duoc.”

Simon nhin theo 16i di bé xiu ay day lo
lang. “O... vi Chua, can than ddy nhé. Va
nhd kéo sgi day néu em bj méc ket, anh
s& giir day day.”
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Barney khuyu tay va dau gdi bo vao
trong cai khe t6i om bén dudi tang da
ket, gitt khu khu mau nén dang chay 1ap
10e chuc tat phia trudc mat. Gié lac nay
hinh nhu manh hon. T phia cham dau
cling thdy da, dén ndi nd phai cti dau
xuéng va thu khuyu tay vao, va trong mot
thoang nd gan nhu phat hoang 1én vi céi
cam giac bi mic ket.

Nhung ndi lo so chua kip 16n 1én, thi
nhirng cai bong dang Iu lu & quanh mot
diém sang bong thay d6i hinh dang, va nd
ngang dau 1én ma khong cdc phai da. No
bo thém chit nira, mit hang cing va day
san dudi diu gbi nd; va nd thdy minh

khong nhitng c6 thé dl’mg dély ma cai
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hang cling rong hon nhleu Quang sang
hdt ra tir ngon ltra ma né van gin glu’ can
than tham chi con khong chiéu dén duoc
hai bén vach hang.

“Em c6 6n khong?” Cai giong lo lang
cua Simon vong dén nghén nghet qua khe
da dang sau no.

Barney cui xudng. “On cd, bay gio hang
lai rong 161, chac 1a mot 161 vao... em s€
di tiep.”

N6 cam théy so1 day ¢ bung bi kéo chat
khi Simon giat day tra 151 va n6 lai cham
cham di tiép qua hang. Bong t6i mo ra
ding trudc nd trong qhuan sang nho tur
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mau nén, dang chdy rui va nhod sap nong
xuéng mong tay nd. Khi ndé ngoanh lai
nhin qua vai thi khong con nhin thay 16i
vura di qua nira.

“Xin chao,” Barney néi thr trong bong
tdi. Giong n6 thi thim doi tro lai nghe
vira ky quai vira dang so: khong tram
tram, vang doi khip chung quanh nhu &
doan hang hep trra dudng ham chang vira
di qua, ma thi thao xa xadm va cao voi
trong khong gian. Barney di vong quanh,
nhom vao bong téi mdt cach vo ich. Noi
n6 dang dung chic phai rong bang ca céi
nha - thé nhung né van & sau dudi long
Mii Kemare.
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N6 dimng lai, phan van. Ngon nén dang
tan, mém nhiin trong tay. Y nghi vé gi
dan 6ng cao 16n mic d6 den trong ngdi
nha trong khong la ky cua gi bong tro lai,
va cling voi ¥ nghi 4y 1a moi mdi de doa
vay quanh bon nguoi dang dudi theo
chung, bon dich, nhiing ké san sang liéu
mang hong ngin ching dén gin chén
Thanh.

Barney rung minh vi hoang s¢ va cai
lanh bat thinh linh. Ctt nhur thé bon nguoi
no dang ¢ xung quanh né trong bong t6i
cam lang, doc ac va voO hinh, budoc no
phai quay lai. Tai n6 u 1€n, ngay ca trong
khoang khong ménh mdng cua cai hang

no van cam thay cai gi do dangv,b(’) nghet
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nd, mot mure doi dudi né di. Nguoi 1a ai
ma ddm xadm pham noi day, giong nodi
duong nhu thi thAm; mot théing nhoc, tho
mili vao chuyén qua u ngoai tdim hiéu
biét, vén da ngi yén khong hé bi quiy
pha suét bao nhiéu nim nay? Pi ngay di,
hdy quay lai noi ma nguoi dugc binh an,
dé cho nhitng ¢ vat ny yén...

Nhung roi Barney nghi téi Ong Merry,
tGi cudc tim kiém bi mét cua ong ma
chung dang tiép budc. N6 nghi t6i tat ca
nhitng diéu 6ng da noi, ngay tir khi méi
bat dau cudc tim kiém, vé tran chién dau
bat phan thing bai. Va mic du chang thay
gl ngoai b(’)ng tdi, va tim man den dic
bao quanh quang sang Va vot bé nhd
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don doc, no chot théy hién ra r& mon mot
hinh 4nh hi¢p si Bedwin, nguoi da khoi
dau tat ca khi ong tir phia Pong thio chay
dén Cornwall. Ong ding trong tAm tri
Barney, trong bo giap tru, bao vé niém
hy vong cudi cing cta vua Arthur, va
cling bi rugt dudi boi nhitng thé luc gio
day dang bam theo ching.

Va Barney nhé lai cdu chuyén rang
Bedwin dugc chon cit trén Miii Kemare,
c6 thé thang ngay phia trén hang chd nd
dang dung, va n6 khong con s¢ nira. Gio
day da c6 sy an ui bao quanh n6 trong
bong tdi, bén canh ndi s¢ hi.

Thé 14 Barney khong quay lai. N6 tiép
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tuc di, tay che ngon Itra nho dang tit dan,
budc vao cai bong téi ctr tra lai tiéng
budc chan cua chinh ndé thanh nhirng
tiéng vong xi xdo0. Va roi, ngay trén dau,
n6 nhan thiy mot 4m thanh ky la hon bat
ctr am thanh nao n6 da ting nghe dugc.

Am thanh ay duong nhu dén tir ¢di hu
v, ngoai khoang khong, mot tiéng Am 4m
ky bi, khan khan, rat yéu Ot va xa xO0i1,
nhung van vang khip long hang: luc
tram, lGc bong, tua nhur tiéng gid xdo xac
trén cac canh céy va duong day dién
thoai. Khi y nghl ay thoang vut qua tam
tri Barney, no lién gio miu nén lén va
nhin thdy ndc hang phia trén dau minh

m¢é ra thanh moét thir 6n% thénd% khoi, cao
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mai cao mii cho dén lut tim mat. Trong
mot thoang nd nghi 1 minh d4 nhin thiy
mot diém sang chiéu xudng, nhung vi anh
sang clia ngon nén 16a ngay trudc mit
nén n6 ciing chang thé ndo dam chac. Roi
né nhan ra am thanh ma né nghe dugc
chinh 1a tiéng gi6, mii tit bén trén, thoi
xubng qua miéng hd chd tang d4 ma miy
anh em phat hién ra hdi sang. Tiéng i U &
duéi hang niy chinh 13 tiéng gi6 thoi trén
Miii Kemare.

Gan nhu tinh co, khi dang mai ngang lén
nhin, nd trong thay cai go da. Cai go da
ay nho ra tir mot bén vach 6ng thong khoi
& cubi hang; mot thir u da bén dudi mot

cai hoc hao hao cai ké thién tao, vura
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dung tAm véi ctia nd. Bén trong d6, nd
thay anh nén 1ap lanh phan chiéu lai mot
hinh thu gi d6 khong phai 13 mdt phan
cua khoi da.

Khong ca dam thé, nd véi 1én va thay tay
minh cham vao bé mat mot vat gi d6 vira
nhan vira cong. Dudi mong tay no, vat ay
phat ra tiéng kéu ctia kim loai. N6 chop
lay vat d6 va dem xudng, chdp chép mat
vi bui boc 1én tir bé da. Do 1a mot céi
chén, ndng triu va hinh thu ki la; tor duoi
chan dé day phinh ra thanh hinh cai
chudng dai, giéng hét nhu nhitng cai chén
c6 chan n6 thdy v& trong miy quyén sach
vé vua Arthur. N6 ban khodn tu hoi 1am

thé nao ma nhitng hoa si kia biét dugec.
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N6 hau nhu khong sao tin dugc ré‘mg, rot
cudc, day lai chinh la chén Thanh.

Cai chén kim loai lanh ngit trong tay no,
day bui va rat ban, nhung bén dudi 16p
bui van 1o md hién ra anh vang lap lanh.
Trén bé d4 khong con céi gi nita.

Pot nhién ngon nén rung rinh. Sap nén
roi xudng mém va am, Barney so hii
doan rang ngon nén s& chi con chay trong
vai gidy nita roi thi n6 sé& chi con lai mot
minh trong bong toi. N6 roi bé dé tro lai
hudng ma luc ndy n6 bo vao, va nhan ra
rang néu khong co cai ddy quin quanh
bung thi n6 s& bi mit phuong hudng dén

do nao. Khoang khong rong 16n cua long
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hang trai ra khip chung quanh nd vao
bong t61 day dac; chi co soi day nay,
thang va manh, 1a mach 161 cho nd di.

N6 budc vé phia do; soi day chung
xubng dat roi lai cang ra. Simon chic 1a
dang kéo. Barney mgt tay 6m chat chén
Thénh vao nguoi, tay kia ning ngon nén
gio dd chay gan hét 1én. Con phan khich
xua tan hét ndi so hii trong 1ong. “Anh
Simon!” né goi to. “Em tim thiy day
roi!”

Khong c6 tiéng tra 101 ngoai glong no, thi
tham doi la1 trong cai hang trong tron.
“Thiy dy r6i... thdy day rdi...” ... hang

chuc gion ong nao cun la cua no,
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vang lén tr phia.
Va ngon nén rung rinh, roi tat lim.

Soi ddy cang ra khi Barney ndm vao va
chim chdm buéc theo. “Anh Simon day
4?” n6 lo ngai hoi. Van khong c6 tiéng
tra 10i. Trong chdc 1at, trong dau nd hién
ra mot hinh anh ghé ron rang Simon dang
bi khéng ché va bat lyc. Con & bén kia
16 di hep ket trong d4 13 dang ngudi cao
cao day nhao bang ciia gi Hasting, dang
cam soi day nhu thé von mdt con ca di
méc cau, va chd doi...

Cb hong Barney bdng dung kho khéc.

Trong bong t61, nd 6m cai chén Thanh
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chat hon, tréng nguc dap thinh thich. ROi
no nghe thay giong Simon, khe khé trong
bong to1 phia trudc mat, va hoi nghén

nghet.
“Barney!... Barney dy a?”

Barney dua tay ra va so thay tang da noi
phan noc tu dung sa xudng thanh khic
hep cua long hang. “Em day... Simon, em
tim thay roi, em da 1ay dugc chén Thanh
roi!”

Nhung né chi nghe thay tiéng giuc nghén
nghet tr phia bén kia, “Ra ngoai, nhanh
1én.”
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Barney bo bang tay va dau gbi, lai nhin
mit mdi khi dap vao canh da sic. N6 can
than bo vao dung cai khe chia hai nga
ctia hang, d6i luc lai va dau vao tran da
thap 16m chdm trong bong t6i.

N6 giir cho cai chén Thanh thang dimg
ngay trudc mat, nhung cai chén cham
vao vach da va, trudc vé kinh ngac cua
nod, phat ra mdt thanh 4m ngan dai trong
tréo va du duong nhu mdt tiéng chudng.

N6 nhin thiy mot quang sang 1o mo hién
ra ¢ dau kia cia khe da va roi mot que
diém sang ruc tya ngbdi sao, va Simon
dang vira khom nguoi that thip vira kéo

day bang bén tay con roi. Bong toi lam
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mit thing anh to ra, t5i sAm va c6 vé hét
sttc hot hoang. N6 nhin khong chdp luc
Barney bo ra, quén hét thay tat ca khi
thay chiéc chén cao cao.

Simon tir bay dén gid dam mdi luc mot
thém lo ldng, va duy nhét ¢ cai cam giac
Barney van dang di chuyén ¢ dau bén kia
l1a con ngan dugc nd ty minh chui qua céi
ngach bé xiu ay. N6 da diung mot minh
trong bong t0i, cing tai ra nghe timng
tiéng dong, mong dugc thiy anh sang
nhung van ty bat minh phai dé danh sau
que diém lai cho chuyén tr& ra. Thoi
gian chd doi Ay mdi 1au 1am sao.

NO cam lay cai chén tur tay Barney.
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“Chang hiéu sao, anh lai twong nd phai
c6 hinh thu khac co... Cai gi & bén trong
thé nay?”

“O dau?”

“Nhin nay...” Simon s0 soang bén trong
cal chén va 161 ra mdt thor thoat nhin
trong gidng mot cai que ngan, dé 1au ndm
nén da den sam lai gan bang cai chén
Thanh. Nguoi ta da nhét nd vao gitra hai
16p thanh chén va lac ndy Barney voi
quéa nén khong nhin thay.

“NO rat nang. Anh nghi n6 dugc lam
bang chi.”
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“Cai gi thé?”

“Hao hao cai 6ng. Gidng cai vo Ong
nhom, nhung nhd hon nhiéu. Ma hinh nhu
khong van ra dugc. Co thé chi khép vao
voi nhau thé théi.” Simon kéo thir cai
6ng va chot thiy mot dau bung ra nhu cai
nap: va cudn tron & bén trong 1a mot thir
hét strc quen thudc.

“La mot ban viét c¢o nira!”

“Thi ra d6 chinh la diéu ong ta dinh 4m
chi khi néi...” Simon dot nhién ngung lai.
N6 da cam mdt dau ctia cudn giéy dinh
kéo ra khoi cai dng, nhung mép gidy 1ap

tirc v& vun ra dudi tay ndo cham vao. Voi
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vang than trong nd rut tay lai, va cling
duang lac do chot nhd ra vi sao no lai lo
lang goi Barney ra ngoai nhu thé.

“Bon minh khong dugc cham vao no, nod
qué cii r6i. Barney ndy, bon minh phai ra
khoi ddy cang nhanh cang tot. Jane da
giat day ba cai trudc luc em quay ra day.
Chic 1a thuy triéu dang 18n roi. Néu bon
minh khong thoat ra nhanh thi s€ bi chan
duong mat.”

skekk

Khi Simon va Barney bién vao trong
mi¢ng hang, Jane lién ngf)i dua vao mot

cot da 1é loi trén mu1 dat §1u’a nhifng
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tham rong bién am udt va mot dai bo da
granite phang li mau xanh xam luon vong
quanh vach da. Em kep cai hop kinh vién
vong that can than dudi canh tay. Mac du
em luon di cung vé1 Simon khi anh trai
mang cai hop, nhung cr nghi dén ban
viét co bén trong em lai thdy mot cam
giac bon chon ky la rang minh dang ganh
vac mot trach nhiém ning né.

Em tha dan soi ddy ciu manh tir cudn
day quin chit trong tay ra. Luc kéo
khéng déu, c6 vé nhu bén trong hang da
hai anh em ctr chdc chbc di 1én vai bude
roi lai dirng lai. Em phai rat tap trung dé
gilr cho so1 day khong qua cang hay qua

chung dén mirc roi xuonfg dﬁtth , A
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Troi rat néng. Mit troi chiéu nhu d6 lira
xudng nhitng vach da xam cao vat va em
cam thdy cai nong rAm ran nhu kién d6t
trén da. Tham chi ca tang d4 em dua
lung vao cling bi nung néng dudi d&nh méit
troi, va em c6 thé cam thiy hoi 4m ciia
no qua lu:ng 40. Pang sau em, nudc bién
ri ram vO vao mép nhitng tang da bi 16
ra. Khong con mot am thanh nao khac &
bat ky dau, dudi chin miii dat hiu quanh
nay voi mat bién lan téa ra moi hudng,
va néu khong c6 sgi ddy dang rung rinh
trong tay thi Jane han da tudng rang minh
13 nguoi duy nhét trén thé gidi. Dt lién,
va Ngbi nha Xam, duong nhu & rat xa.
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Em nghi mién man khong biét bd me da
tir Penzance tr& vé chua va ho s& nghi gi
khi thdy ngdi nha trong khong, chang co
lay mot dau hiéu cho thiy nguoi ndo da
di dau.

Em nghi vé ba bong ngudi ma miy anh
em di nhin thdy sai budc trén Mii
Kemare, din dau 1a gi Hastings dang so,
den si mdt mau va chin cang dai ngoang
nhu mot con bo hung khong 16. Theo ban
nang, em nhin 1én vach d4. Nhung khong
mot am thanh, khong mdt chuyén dong,
chi co6 dai bo da xam nga bong 1én em
nhu ham doa, va chop co xanh ¢ trén miit
dat, bén trén chd em ngdi chirng sau chuc

met. .
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Roi Ong Merry lai theo nhitng ¥ nghi ay
len vao tAm tri em. Ong dang & dau nhi?
Lan nay khong biét ong di dau? Gan cudi
cudc tim kiém rdi ma chuyén gi lai c6 thé
quan trong t6i mic khién 6ng phai di?
Khong lic ndo Jane nghi 1a 6ng co thé bi
hai, hay bi ké dich bat di ca. Em nhd rat
1d vé ty tin tuyét d6i khi Ong Merry nhic
bong em 1én trong vong tay vao cai dém
hom trudc trén mii dat. “Ching khong
dam dudi theo néu éng & day...”

“Chau udc gi gio nay ong ¢ day,” Jane
noi, hoi to, c6 run run mot chut, bat chap
hoi néng ham hap. Em khong thay yén

tam khi nghi dén Simon va Barney trong
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bong tdi, noi bat ct thr gi ciing co thé
dang rinh rap, hai dtra co thé bi lac
dudng va khong bao gid ra dugc, noc
hang c6 thé sap xudng...

Ong Merry dang nhé da co thé dam bao
rang s€ khong xay ra chuyén gi nhu vay.

Jane nhin dong hé. Béy gido da 1a nam
aly mu:01 hai phut ré1, ma cal day trong
tay em van dang tha ra chdm ré ré va giat
cuc vao trong hang. Em giat hai céi that
manh. Sau mot lGc chd, em thiy cai day
giat hai lan thay cho ciu tra 10i; nhung
rat khé. Soi day da to¢ ra dugc hai phﬁn
ba; em udc gi minh da do so1 day trong

luc tha n6 ra. Thoi gian tro1 qua that 1
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thé; soi day van ctr chay tudt khoi tay
em, di chuyén vao hang toi v&i toc do
con cham hon luc ndy. Mt tro1 choi
chang bat dong trén bau troi xanh khong
mot gon may, va mdt con gi6 nhe tir dau
thoi dén lam tung dudi toc dai budng xda
cua Jane.

Em van dya lung vao d4 va dé cho cac
giac quan cua minh lang thang; cam nhan
cai nodng cua mat tro1 trén da, ngfri mui
bién trén da wdt va rong bién, lang nghe
tleng song bién i oap €m Ai. Roi trong
lac dang lo mo nhu ngai ngu ay, chi con
ngon tay la hoat dong, em chot stng s6t
nhan ra rang tiéng nhip song bién da doi.
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Em bat day va chay vong tr¢ lai. Em
kinh hoang nhin thiy nhitng dam rong gan
bién nhat gio day dang dap dénh theo
con song lc trudc con chua thiy o do.
Song bién dang vo vao chd lac trude van
1a trién d4; toi gan chd minh ngdi hon luc
trude, em ty nhi. Thay triéu dang lén.

Jane bat dau thdy hoang trong 1ong. Vai
vong day cudi cung bay gio dd long ra
trong tay em: hai anh em han da chui vao
hang dugc mdt doan qua xa ro6i. Em ndm
so1 day that chic, cudn phﬁn day chung
vao tay va di ra ngay phia trudc cua
hang t6i om, roi giat that manh mot, hai,
ba cai.
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Khong thiy gi ca. Em cho doi, ling nghe
tiéng 1 oam déu déu cua nhirng con song
dang truon 1én. Ping lac nhitng giot
nudc mat hoang s bat dau dang 1én cay
s¢ trong mét thi em théy tin hiéu tra 101;
ba cai giat nhe cua soi dy trong tay. Gan
nhu ngay tirc thi strc cang cua soi day
giam di, va soi day lai bat dau chung han
xubng. Jane thd phio nhe nhdm. Soi day
di chuyén vé phia em khi em kéo; ban
dau thi chim, sau d6 dé dang hon, nhanh
hon lic em tha day ra. Roi cudi cung,
Simon va Barney, mat chdp lia lia dang
sau hai ban tay gio 1én che anh mat tro1,
loang choang budc ra khoi miéng hang
hep.
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“Chao,” Simon ngo ngan noi, nghe cd vé
con choang vang. Diém d3 hét tr nim
phut trudc khi chung ra dugc khéi hang,
va doan cudi cua duong ra la ca mot
hanh trinh 4c mdng trong bong tdi den
nhu hic in, do dam budc di va chi tin
tudng bam theo sgi day dé biét doan
duong phia trude khong co gi trd ngai.
N6 di bat Barney dé noé di trude. Sudt
doc duong nd luén co cam giac rang chi
mdt budc nita thdi 1a nd co thé dam vao
d4, hay phai mit d6i mit voi Thir Gi Do
khéng tén trong bong tdi, va nd s& chang
ngac nhién néu khi chung chui ra thi toc
n6 da thanh bac trang.

Jane nhin Simon, hoi1 nhoén miéng cuo1
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guong gao va lap lai y hét, “Chao.”

“Nhin nay!” Barney noi va gio cai chén
Thanh 1én.

Jane cam théy nu cudi1 cua minh rong han
ra vi sung sudng. “Thé 1a bon minh da
thang chang rdi! Bon minh dd c6 nd r6i!
Troi, gia ma Ong Gumerry & day nhi.”

“Em nghi n6 1am bang vang diy.” Barney
co co vao lop kim loai. O ngoai néng,
chén Thanh kém vé than diéu hon han so
v6i khi ¢ trong bong t6i bi an cua céi
hang; nhung mdt anh vang 1ap lanh van
an hién dau d6 sau 1op bui. “O trén bé

mat cling c6 hoa ti€t gi do nira,” nod noi.
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/4

“Nhung minh khong thé nhin rd néu
khong lau sach.”

“Né cb qué nhi.”

“Nhung n6 ¢é y nghia gi cha? Y em noéi
1a moi nguoi di tim kiém né nhu dién,
boi vi n6 co thé cho biét dicu gi do,
nhung khi nhin thdy nd r6i thi ¢6 vé nhu
n6 ching noi 1én duoc diéu gi cho ai hét
ca. Trir phi cai hoa tiét trén nay 1a mot
loai mat ma gi d6.”

“Ban viét c6,” Simon nhac.

“O1 tro1 o1, phai ro1.” Barney rut cai Ong
bang chi nho va ndng ra khoi chén Thanh
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va dua Jane xem cai ban viét c6 ¢ bén
trong. “N6 duogc lén vao trong chén.
Chiac 13 n6 viét tiép cai phan ban viét cd
ctia bon minh con bo do. Em dam ca la
no rat quan trong. Em ddm ca 1a n6 giai
thich moi thir. Nhung ma chua kip nhin
qua thi n6 da buc ra ro6i.” N6 can than
dong nip cai ong lai.

“Chung ta phai mang nd vé nha an toan,”
Simon ndi. “Anh dang nghi liéu cé chd
nao khong... ch(‘y mot chut.” N6 cam lay
cai hop kinh vién vong & dudi canh tay
Jane va xody mo ra. Ban viét c6 quen
thudc ctia ching ndm vira nhu in ¢ nira
dudi cua cai hop.
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Simon cam lay cai 6ng bang chi mau den
va can than tha nd vao giira ban viét c6 ¢
bén trong hop kinh vién vong. “Roi. CO
khin mui soa day khong, Jane?”

Jane ldy chiéc khin mui soa tir thi 4o ra.
“Pé lam gi?”
“Thé ndy nay,” Simon noéi, vira nhét
chiéc khian tay thanh mdt cudn chat sau
bén trong dau trén ctia ban viét co. “No
s& gitr cho cai 6ng mdi khoi bi x6c. Minh
s& phai chay néu muodn ra khoi chd niy
trude khi thiy triéu dudi kip, ma nhu thé
cai 6ng s& bi quing quat rat nhiéu.”

Lap tirc Jane va Barney cun qua
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ra bién. Va gin nhu cting mot luc ca hai
dtra déu ha hbc miéng vi kinh ngac, kém
theo 12 mot tiéng hirc ctia ndi kinh hoang
bi bép nghet. Simon dang mai cui dau dé
van hai nira cta cai hop kinh vién vong
vao voi nhau, bén voi vd ngang dau 1én.
Nhitng con séng cuén rong bién di gio
chi con cach chd chung dimg chua day
hai mét. Nhung d6 van chua phai 14 van
dé. Jane va Barney, dimng sting nhu troi
tréng, dang nhin ra xa phia ngoai khoi.

Trong mot thodng, mot mom d4 nhd ra
che khuat tAm mat ctia Simon. Nhung roi
né ciing nhin thiy hinh nét cao cao dudng
bé cta du thuyén Phu Nhdn Mary, budm

cang hét ¢&, dang Von%gpua dudi mii dat
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tién vé phia ching. R6i nd ciing thiy ca
dang ngudi mac do6 den cao 1én dang
dimg trude mii tau, mdt tay gio 1én, chi
cho.

“Nhanh 1én, nio!” Simon tim iy Barney
va Jane trong khi hai dra hay con dung
ngdy ngudi ra vi kinh hoang, roi day hai
dtra di 1én trudc.

Chang nhay 1én va trugt qua nhiing tang
da phu day réu, xa khoi cai hang va con
thuyén budm dang ruot dudi. Barney vira
chay vira nam chit chén Thanh trong tay,
hai canh tay dang ra dé giir thing bang,
con Simon thi dut khoat 6m chat cai hop

bén trong dung hai ban vi€t co vao nguc.
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N6 ngoai nhin qua vai lai dang sau va
thay canh buém 1én mau trang trén chiéc
du thuyén dang ha xudng boong, va mot
chiéc xudng nho dugc tha xubng man.

Barney trugt va nga, suyt nita thi kéo ca
hai dtra kia cung ngad nhao theo. Mac du
ngd, cai chén Thanh van khong roi tay
nd, nhung lai dap vao mot tang da keém
theo tiéng ngan thanh thot nhu chudng hét
lac trude. Tiéng ngdn at ca tiéng chan
bon tré 101 bi bom vo1 va.

NoO cd gang ding day, bam chat moi vi
nudc bién man ngdm vao cho dau goi bi
xudc xOt qua, roi ca ba lai voi chay. Bay

g0 thi ching phai 161 bi boOm qua nudc
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sudt ca quing duong. Song di 16n hon,
va danh tran qua cd nhirng tang da theo
mbi nhip thiy triéu dang. Nudc giau kin
nhung viing va ho bang tLrng mang rong
bién nau troi n01 dap dénh, che lap
nhirng tang d4 tran tryi bang cudn nudc
xody chang may chdc s€ tré thanh mat
dong chay di manh de cuon phang nhitng
d6i chan dang cudng cudng dén tuyét
vong kia.

Barney lai bi trugt va ngd xudng nudc
danh oach.

“Dé chi cam cho.”

“Khong!”
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Barney loay hoay tim chd dit chan, trong
khi Jane ndm canh tay con rdi cta nd kéo
day, va con 4c mong dién cuff)ng vi bi
rugt dudi ddy ching chay nhanh hon,
ngodn ngoéo nhitng budc nhay rdi loan
cut duong qua cac tang da dang bi song
danh t6i tAp. Simon lai ngoai nhin. Hai
ngudi trén chiéc xuéng nho dang chéo rat
nhanh roi chiéc du thuyén hudng vé phia
ching. N6 nghe thiy tiéng dong co du
thuyén khoi dong.

“Nhanh 1én, nio!” né thd hon hén. “Minh
van con kip!” Chiing mau chan hon, suyt
nira thi ngd, chi con dirng virng dugc nho

toc do cua chinh chl'mr%. Van chua thay
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bong dang bai bién xung quanh mii dat,
ma chi thiy mot bén 1a bién con bén kia
l1a vach da dung dtmg nhu mot birc tuong
thanh. V& truéc mit ching, dang chim
dan vao thuy triéu, 1a con duong dai tit
tap toan d4 va réu.

“Dtng lail” mot giong trAm vang lén
dang sau chung. “Quay lai! Li tré ranh
ngu ngoc kia, lai day!”

“Chung s& khong bat kip bon minh dau,”
Simon vura thd vira noi, tay do Barney
khi n6 suyt ngi lan thr ba va dung phat
no dl'rng théng day. Jane & bén canh cing
dang cb lay h01 tung budc, nhung Van

vira chay vira vap mot cach cudng cudng
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tuyét vong twong tw. ROi quanh mii dat
trude mit i tré hién ra mot tha khién
moi hy vong ciia ching tiéu tan chang
khac ndo da roi xubng 1ong bién.

Po6 1a mdt chiéc xudng khac, kha dénh
dang, dang ré song tién vé phia ching
nhu mot chiéc xa lan. Thing Bill ngdi
canh c¢d dong co gan bén ngoai dang nd
binh bich ¢ phia duéi, con trudc mat nd
gd Withers dang him ho nhao vé phia
trudc, mai toc den dai cua ga bay trong
gi6. Ga nhin thiy ba dtra va hét l1én dic
thang, va ching thiy mot nu cuoi khong
may dé chiu né trén khuén mit 1am li ctia
thang Bill khi n6 huéng mii xudng vé

phia nhitng tang da trén du’(‘)’n% chay cua
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bon tré.

Ba dura khung lai, kinh hai.
“DPudong nao bay gio?”

“Bon chung s€ chan dudong minh!”

“Nhung minh khong thé quay lai duoc.
Nhin xem! Bon kia sap cap bo ro1.”

Thiy mém nudc di ngdp nghé suot
quanh chan, bon tré cudng cudng nhin
trudc ngd sau. Trudc mit chung chua
ddy muoi thudc, chiéc xudng c6 gi
Withers dimg cudi doc ac dang tién toi

chan duong, con dang sau chung, chiéc
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xudng nho kia thi dang bap bénh ngay
gan ria d4. Chung da bi sap bay mot cach
gon gang.

“Lai day ndo!” cai giong trim lai vang
1én goi ching. “Bon mi khong chay thoat
dugc dau. Lai day!”

Ga Hastings dang dimg trén chiéc thuyén
nhd, dang nguoi cao 16n den si, mot tay
vung vay chi vé phia ching. Vi hai chan
giang ra dé gitr thang bang, nguoi lac lu
theo nhip troi thut cua chiée Xuéng trén
song, gi nom nhu thé dang cudi song
bién vay.

“Barnabas!” Tiéng goi tram han xuong,
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thanh mot giong déu déu théi mién.
“Barnabas, lai day!”

Jane nim chit 14y tay Barney. “Dung co
lai gan!”

“Khong s¢ dau.” Barney sg¢, nhung
khong bi mé hoac mu mi dén ndi nghe
theo 101 gd nhu 1an trude. “Anh Simon,
minh lam gi bay gi6?”

Simon nhin trirng trung 1€n vach da, ban
khoan nghi ngoi trong mot khoang khac
hét hoang xem liéu chiing c6 thé leo 1én
day trén thoat dugce khong. Nhung mit da
granite dyng duing vuon thang 1én cao,

rat cao bén trén dau chung, khong thé nao
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tréo 1én noi. Ching s& chang thé tim
duoc mdt chd dit chan & d6 du chi 1a dé
tréo 18n cao khoi tam véi thoi, va chang
s& ngd xubng tir ddi nao doi nao trudc
khi tréo 1én t&i dinh.

“Barnabas,” cai giong do lai cit 1én, nhe
nhang nhung xdo quyét. “Ching ta biét
cai gi ¢ trong tay chdu. Va ca trong tay
chau nira, Simon a. Pling 1di, Simon, dic
biét la chau.”

Simon va Barney theo ban ning déu khép
chdt ban tay trén ban viét c6 va chén
Thanh.

“Chiang khong phai cua cac chau.” Lai
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giong noi do cat Ién, nhung nghe dit dan
hon. “Cac chau khoéng co quyen gi vol1
chung. Chung can quay tré vé dang chd
cua chang.”

Ga Hastings dang cham cha doi theo
ching, dung san sang trén xudng doi
dung lac séng dang 1én thi nhay sang chd
may tang d4. Duy c6 miy dam rong bién
dap dénh ctr che 14p go da 1a con khién
gd chan chir. Bén banh 1ai, a Polly
Withers dang ging strc diéu khién chiéc
xudng nho trong soéng bién lién tuc dang
cao.

Barney dot nhién hét to: “Ong khong thé

cO ching dugc. Chﬁn%ttcﬁr/l chang phai
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cua ong. Tai sao ong lai mudn chiing co
chi? Ong lam gi c6 vién bao tang nao,
to1 khong tin tat ca nhiing gi 6ng da noi.”

Ga Hastings bat cudi khé. Am thanh
vang vong nghe that ki qual va lanh
xuong song, at ca tleng biéni am.

“Cac ong s& khong bao gio thang hoan
toan dau,” Simon ndéi giong thach thirc.
“Khong bao gio.”

“Lan ndy ching ta s& thang,” mdt giong
nhe hon vang 1én dang sau. Méy dtra tré
quay lai. Do la ga \Vlthers Co dong co
gin bén ngoai da tit han, va thang Bill

dang dung mai cheo do dam L%m:a nhitng
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tang da dua chiéc xudng kia tién lai gin
ching hon.

Ba dra dtng xich lai gan nhau, lung
quay vé phia vach da, cb hét sirc 1ui that
xa, nhung tir hai phia hai chiéc xudng
ngdy cang trudn lai gan ching hon. Phu
Nhéan Mary dang chay chiam cham doc
theo mili dat. Chung loang thoang nghe
thay tiéng dong co chay rén, mic du
khéng thay ai trén thuyén.

“Gi1a ma bon minh ¢c6 mdt chiéc thuyén,”
Jane noi trong con tuy€t vong.

“Minh khong bo1 dugc hay sao?”
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“Bo1 di dau nao?”

“Minh phai lam duoc cdi gi do cha!”
Giong Barney vong 1én cudng quit.

“Cac chau s& chiang lam dugc g dau.”
Cai giong hon hot va nhao bang cia ga
Withers vong qua miy tang da dén tai
chiung. Gi dang dimg trén miii con xudng
lac lu, chi con cach chung chua diy ndm
thudc. “Pua ban viét ¢ cho ching ta.
Dua n6 cho ching ta va ching ta sé dua
cac chiu vé an toan. Thiy triéu dang
dang 1én nhanh lam. Cac chau phai dua
no cho ching ta.”

“Néu ching to1 khénF% dua thi sao?”
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Simon budng binh hét to.

“Nhin bién ma xem, Simon. Bay gio cac
chau khong thé quay tro lai bang duong
cli dugc nita. Nhin thiy triéu ma xem.
Céc chau hét dudng rdi. Cac chau khong
thé thoat ra dugc trir phi dén chd chung
ta.”

“Ga noi dang day,” Jane thi thim. “Nhin
kia!” Em dua tay 1€n chi. Xa xa phia
ghénh d4 nudc bién di dang dén chan
vach da.

“Thuyén cua chau dau, Simon?” cai
giong gieu cot lai cat 1én.
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“Minh s& phai dau hang mét thoi,” Simon
noi, giong ha xudng day tic toi.

“Cr tir tir Simon. Ching tao c¢6 thé doi.
Chung tao con vo khoi thoi gian.”

Ching nghe thiy tiéng thang Bill cuoi
hénh héch & trén xuong.

“Bon chiing tom dugc minh r61.”

“Oi nghi di - nghi di - minh khong thé
dau hang bay gio dugc.”

“Nghi téi Ong Merry 4y.”

“That tiéc 1a ngay tir ddu bon minh lai di
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nghi t61 Ong,” Simon chua chat noi.
“Chang ich gi dau, anh s€¢ tuyén bo la
bon minh dau hang.”

“Khong!” Barney v0i noi, va trude khi
moi ngudi kip hiéu chuyén gi dang xay ra
thi n6 da chdp lay cai hop dung ban viét
co tir tay Simon va bi bdm 16i qua nhitng
tang d4 wdt dé ra sat mép nude. Mot bén
tay n6 gio cao cai hop, bén kia 1a chén
Thanh, va gian dr nhin gd Hastings.
“Néu ong khong dua chiing t6i 1én thuyén
va dé chang t6i cam nhitng thir ndy vé
nha thi toi s& ném ching xubng bién.”

“Barney!” Jane kéu lén. Nhung Simon

gilr em lai, cham cha lénf% nghe.
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Ga Hastings van khong dong day. Ga
dimg nhin cai dang bé nhé gian dit cta
Barney voi1 vé ki€u ngao cuc ki binh
tinh, va khi gi lén tiéng thi cai giong
tram cta gi tré nén lanh 180 hon bat ki
giong n6i ndo ching di timg nghe. “Néu
chéu 1am thé, Barnabas, ta s& dé mic cho
chau va anh chi chéu chét dudi.”

Chung khong hé nghi ngo chat nao 13 g
dang noi1 that. Nhung Barney da bi mot
ndi cim phan v6 bd xdm chiém, va nod
kién quyét s& khong doi nao tin bt ctr
diéu gi gi Hastings ndi nita. Chi can tin
mot 1an thoi, nd biét minh s& lai bi bo

bua mé ngay.
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“Toi s& ném, t0i s& ném day! Néu ong
khong hira, t61 s€ ném!” Barney gio chén
Thanh trong tay phai 1én cao hon va gap
tay dinh ném xudng. Simon va Jane h4

hoc mom.

Ca thé gian duong nhu ngung lai, tdp
trung xung quanh ga dan 6ng cao 16n ban
d6 den va cha bé nho con: y chi ké no
ddi choi ké kia, ma Barney chi thoat
dugc cai nhin chong choc nhu théi mién
dang chia thing vao mat no nho con
cuong nd trong long. Thé réi mat g
Hastings méo xéch di, va ga hét 1én mot
tiéng nghén nghet. “Withers!”

https://thuviensach.vn



Ké tir lac do, do1 voi bon tré, ca thé gian
duong nhu dao 16n, va moi chuyén xay
ra chang con hi€u la nguyén do gi nira.

Tur hai phia, Norman Withers va ga
Hastings xong vao Barney. Simon hét 1én
“Barney, dirng!” va lao vé phia em trai
dé gitr chit lay canh tay dang gio 1én cua
ndé. Ga Withers, O gﬁn hon, nhay mot
budc that luc tir xuéng 1én mom da, lam
cai xudng chao ddo nhu dién va thang
Bill phai hoang hon ghi ldy banh 14i.
Nhung khi cai chan nhdy cua gi ha xubng
chd dang nhé phai 12 mom da thi ching
thdy vé doc ac trén mit gi bdng bién
thanh s¢ hai, gd vung tay loan xa va chim

nghim dudi nude. ,
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Ga d3 nhay xudng trang cai viing khuét
gitta nhitng tang d4; cai hd ma bién rat di
dé lai khoang nudc siu, va bay gid thiy
triéu 1én cang khién cho ngip sau thém.
Jane co ro dua vao vach da, lanh ca
nguoi kinh hoang khi nhén ra rang chung
cam chic d3 lao dau vao cai hdé d6 néu
chi chay tiép khoang mot thudc nira thoi.

Withers di noi 1én mit nude, ho sic sua
va phun phi phi, Barney thi chan chur, tay
van gio cao chén Thanh trén dau. Ga
Hastings cling vira nhdy sang mom da ma
khong bi truot, gio dang tién nhitng budc
dai vé phia Barney, doi 16ng may ram

thanh mot duong dir ton vat ngang mit va
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cdp moi nhéch 1én trong bo diéu nhe rang
ma khong cudi dén 13 khing khiép.
Simon tuy¢t vong nhao tod1, bi duong lia
cua canh tay dai gat manh sang bén;
nhung trong lGic ngd xudng ndé kip nim
duoc cang chan cua gi dan ong va lam
gi d6 huych ca ngudi xuéng mat da uot
tron tudt.

Mic du cao 16n, gi Hastings van di
chuyén hét nhu mdt con luon. Thoang
mot cai ga da ding day dugce, mot ban
tay to twdng nim ldy canh tay Simon, va
bang mot dong vira tic nhanh vira hiém
doc, bé quit canh tay Ay ra sau rdi giat
manh 1én dén ndi né phai kéu 1én vi dau

don. A Withers ¢ trén xudng cuo1 nhat.
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T dau 4 ta van chua dong day. Jane
nghe thay tiéng cudi va cam thiy ghét co
a lam sao, nhung van dung chét tran
trudc anh nhin dgc 4c hoay hody nhu quy
dir trén khuoén mat dang nhin xudng em.
Ctr nhu thé mot thir gi d6 ki quai dang an
sau cap mat cua gi Hastings, thir gi d6
khong co6 tinh nguoi; 1am tran ngdp trong
em mot cam gidc s¢ hai kinh khing hon
bat cir cam giac gi trudc nay em tirng co.

“Pit nd xudng, Barnabas,” gi Hastings
vira noi vira thd hon hén. “Dat ban viét
cO xudng, néu khong tao s& bé giy tay
anh may.” Simon ngo quy trong tay ga
va d4 da ra sau, nhung roi phai thd hit ra

va budng ngudi mém nhiin khi canh tay
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b1 giat cao hon va con dau nhoi xuyén
qua ngudi nhu thé nudc dang sbi sung
suc trong huyét quan né vay. Nhung
Barney, mat méo di vi lo s¢, chua kip
hanh dong gi thi mot tiéng kéu that thanh
da vang 1én tir phia chiéc du thuyén. Mot
giong khan khan hét 1én, hét hoang canh
bdo, “Ong chi!”

Pung ltc d6 ching nghe thiy mot tiéng
dong khac, to hon tiéng may nd déu déu
cua chlec du thuyén dang du:ng doi: tiéng
ro ro mdi lac mot to va gan hon. Dot
nhién ¢ khiuc quanh cua mul dat, chung
nhin thiy nhitng bot nudc trang x0a tung
1én trude mii mot chiée thuyen cao toc
dang chay tu Trew1ss1ck dén. No luét
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nhanh khung khiép, vong qua mé ngoai
ciia chiéc du thuyén, va tién dén chd
ching dang dung. Va thoang nhin qua
dam bot, chung thdy ddng mot ngudi duy
nhiat ma ching biét ciing cao nhu gi
Hastings, bén trén la mai toéc bac pho bu
xu quen thudc dang bay trong gio.

Jane kéu 1én mung rd. “Ong Gumerry
day!”

Ga Hastings gam gir r6i dot ngot tha tay
Simon ra, tuyét vong nhao vé phia
Barney lc bay gio van dang ding phan
van bén mép nudc. Barney nhin thiy gi
va kip tho1 nga nguoi chui thup qua dudi
ban tay ga.
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Thang Bill, dang ¢ trén xudng, lién lao
tdi chd dong co va nd may rd 1én; roi
nhay xubng, bi truot trén d4 nhung van
dtng vitng duoc. To mip va day de doa
bén canh cai dang cao lung liing cua ga
Hastings, n6 dbi mat véi chung, hoi thu
minh 14y da. Nhu céc vil cong trong diéu
minuet, ca hai tién vé phia trudc, do dam
tirng budc giita cac tang da hiém tro dé
tim chd dit chan, va ba dia tré 1ui lai sat
vach da.

Chiéc thuyén cao toc gam lén gitta dam
bot tung trang xoa. Trong giay lat n6 da
dén bén miii dat. Tleng dong co chuyen

sang nhip tram ram raﬁ) va con thuyén
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cham rai tién vao gin hon. So hii nhin
qua vai thang Bill dang tién lai gan, Jane
thay Ong Merry dung hién ngang, bén
canh la dang 4o len xanh cua Ong
Penhallow dang khom minh bén banh lai.

Quén hét thay vi qua mimng r&, em lao vé
phia go d4, 1am thang Bill giat minh dén
ndi vo hut va mat thing bang x6 vao gi
Hastings. G gian dir gim gt voi thang
nhéc va c¢d voi tay lan cudi vé phia
Barney luc nay dang dung €p sat vao
vach da, nhin trimg trirng mot cach bat
luc, hai tay budng thong xudng ra roi.

Nhung Simon, c¢d thu hét stre luc con lai,
chop lay chén Thanh va cai hop kinh
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vién vong dai dai tir tay em trai, va, vudt
ra khéi tam véi, vong trdnh g ra mai
ngoai bo song.

N6 hét 1én giuc gid, “Ong Gumerry!” Khi
ong quay nguoi lai, né gio tay 1én va lay
hét sic ném cai chén vé phia chiéc
thuyén cao tdc, rdi lo sg theo ddi xem
liéu nd c6 bay duoc qua khoang trong
hay khéng. O chd banh 1ai, ong
Penhallow cb giit cho con thuyén khoi
trong tranh. Chiéc chén ky la hinh chudng
quay t1t trong khong trung, 16e anh vang
dudi nang, Ong Merry ben tho mot tay ra
bén suwon nhu mot cau thu bat bong
cricket va t(')m dugc n6 dung luc n6 dang

bay vong xudng mit nudc
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“Can than!” Barney hét. G4 Hastings
xoay vé phia Simon ding luc nd thu tay
lai dom ném ban viét c6 theo cai chén
Thanh, vira nhanh nhu cit vot sang bén
thoat khoi tAm voi cua gd. N6 ném:
nhung cai hdp vura bay khoi tay thi ga
Withers nguoi udt sling dung day trén
chiéc xudng, bat thinh linh vung mai chéo
1én trong nd lyc vung vé hong chin cai
hop lai.

Jane thét 1én.

Mai cheo dap vao cai hop dang bay giira
ching. Ga Withers kéu 1én mdt tiéng dac

thang. Nhung tiéng kéu nghen lai trong
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hong ga thanh ndi kinh hoang, khi c4i hop
dai kénh cang 4y xoay tron dap vao mai
chéo theo luc ném ctia Simon va bung ra
trong khong trung. Hai nira cai hdp vang
ra cach xa con thuyén, 14 ta nhitng ban
viét ¢6 quen thuc ma chung di sam soi
khong biét bao nhiéu lan: chung thiy céi
6ng nho bang chi 14y ¢ trong hang roi ra
ngoai danh tdm mot cai nhu mot hon da
vao 1ong bién; va gan nhu: cung luc hai
nra cua cal hop kinh vién vong, cung Vo1
manh glay da rach to1 ta ro1 xudng nudc
va mat hat. Nhitng mau vun cta manh
gidy da khong ndi, ma chim ngay, ctr nhu
thé chiing d3 tan rira ra. Chang con lai gi
nita trir chiéc khin tay cta Jane, dang 1é

loi troi bong bénh trén mit nude.
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Va r6i miy dira tré miu nhu ngimg chay,
dong cung lai trong nguoi, khi mot am
thanh hoang dai nhu tiéng ht ctia mot con
vat vang vong khip mit bién. D6 1a lan
ht dai thir hai ma ching nghe thiy trong
ngay hom d6, nhung 1an nay khong giéng
v6i 1an trude. Ga Hastings ngira dau ra
sau nhu mot con chd va bat 1én tiéng
rong réat to vi dau d6n, so hii va gian di.
Tir chd ria d4, gi nhay hai budc dai roi
lao um xudng lan nudc gon soéng, noi cai
hop vira chim xuéng,

Bon tré nhin chdm cham anh nang dang
nhay mia trén mat nudc vura khép lai bén

trén dau gd, nhung ngoai tiéng dong co
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déu déu va tiéng bién i am thi khong con
am thanh gi nita ca. Roi chung chot thiy
chiéc du thuyén chuyén dong va a
Withers duoc kéo 1én boong, dé lai cai
xudng bap bénh bén dudi.

Thang Bill ciing dimg im nhu bon tré, ha
héc mom nhin mit bién lac ndy dang
chuyén sang mau vang 6ng dudi anh ning
cudi ngay. Roi gd Withers quat no, vira
loang choang lao dén chd dong co gan
bén ngoai trén chiéc xudng con lai, va
khi chiéc xudng bat dau phong di thi
thang bé nhay voi 1én boong.

Bon tré van dung nhin. Khong ai dong

day ké ca trén boong chiéc thuyén cao
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tdc, luc no dat vé phia bd da theo con
nude dénh 1én. Chiéc xudng kia chay ra
ngoai khoi, kéu vo vo nhu mot con ong
dang gian dit, roi bén canh d6 chung thay
mot cai dau den nhd 1én khéi mit nuéc,
va nghe thiy tiéng thd phi pho cb 1y lai
hoi. Chiéc xué)ng chay cham lai, sau do
i dan ong va thing bé kéo tam than den
si cao nghéu kia 1&én boong. Trong tay ga
khong c6 gi ca.

Ga Hastings nam & cubi xudng, ngat thd
va hon hén cb lay lai hoi, nhung khi
chiing nhin theo thi gd ngang dau lén, mai
toc den wdt mém vat qua tran nhu tim
mdt na. Ga gio tay ra cho Withers kéo

day. Mat méo di vi gian dir va cam thu,
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gi nhin lai Ong Merry.

Ong Merry dtng trén chiéc thuyén cao
tdc, mot tay dat 1én kinh chin gi6 con tay
kia cam chén Thanh, mit troi dé“mg sau
ong sang ruc trén mai toc bac trang. Ong
vuon ngudi 1én cao 16n va thang dimg
oai phong dén ndi ma trong mot gidy
phut ky la, nom 6ng y nhu mdt sinh vat vi
dai cua bién va da. Va 6ng ndi qua mit
nude, bang giong sang sang doi lai tir
vach da, nhitng cau tir bang ngdn ngir gi
d6 ma bon tré khong hiéu ndi, nhung véi
mot am diéu khién cho ching chot thay
run ray.

Than hinh t61 sam trén chiéc xuén% kia
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duong nhu chun lai khi nghe thiy nhitng
am thanh d6, vé nat nd va diy quyén uy
clia g ngay lap tirc bién di dau hét. Dot
nhién trong gi that 16 bich voi b dd den
udt dinh sat ngudi, va ¢d vé bé nhé hon
han trudc day. Ca ba tén trén xudng déu
co ram nguoi lai, khong dong day hay
n01 ning gi ca, trong luc chiéc xudng tién
vé phia chiéc du thuyén.

Bon tré bay gio moi cir dong lai duogc.
“Tro1 a!” Barney thi tham. “Ong ay ndi
g vay?”

“Anh khong biét.”

“May la minh khong hiéu ddy,” Jane
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cham rai noi.

Chung nhin theo bong ba tén tréo 1én
chiéc du thuyén, va gin nhu ngay 1ap tirc
tiéng dong co nd to hon va cai than dai
trang 16a ctia Phu Nhdn Mary luét di.
Chiéc xudng may dong co gin ngodi bi
kéo 1é theo sau nom tro troi, con chiéc
kia bi bo lai, van troi dap dénh tréng
khong trén song.

Chiéc du thuyén hudng ra phia vinh, qua
cang Trewissick va xu61 theo duong bo
bién, cho dén khi chi con 13 mot cham
trang nho trén mit bién dat ning vang.
Pén khi bon tré tréo 1én trén chiéc thuyén

cao tdc va nhin tré lai, thi n6 da Kkhuat
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PHAN KET

Tiéng v4 tay vang vong sudt may ddy cot
bong lodng trong gian trung bay dai tham
thim ctia vién bao tang, va Simon, mat
tng hong, lach qua dam dong nhitng hoc
gia va nhitng nha nghién ctru 16i lac dang
mim cudi trang trong, dé trd vé chd Jane
va Barney. Dam dong bat dau di di lai
lai, va tiéng ri rdm ndi 1én xung quanh
bon tré.

Mot chang trai mit sang ruc, tay cam
cudn s6 bong hién ra bén canh bon tré.
“Mot bai dién van rat hay, Simon a, cho
phép anh dugc khen nHifPHEN gAY 1a



Jane va Barnabas phai khong?”’

Simon chdp chép mit nhin anh ta, r6i git
dau.

“Anh 1a nguo1 cua Hi¢p héi Béo chi,”
chang trai nhanh miéng gidi thi¢u. “Anh
c6 thé dugc biét 6ng giam dbc vién bao
tang d4 dua em tAm séc tri gia bao nhiéu
khong?”

Simon nhm xuéng chiéc phong bi no
dang cam, run run tho ngon tay xuong
dudi nip phong bi r6i x¢é ra. N6 lay to
séc dugc gip gon ghd & bén trong ra,
cham chﬁ nhin mot lic rdi chang néi

chang rang dua sang cho Jane.
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Jane nhin tam séc, nuot nudc bot danh uc
mot cai. “Séc viet mot tram bang.”

“Troi oi!” Barney kéu lén.

“Tuyét chua,” chang trai vui vé noi.
“Chiac mung cidc em. Nao, thé cac em
dinh lam gi v&i s6 tién nay?”

Ca ba dra ngo ngac nhin chang trai.

“Em cling chang biét nita,” cudi cung thi
Simon tra 1o1.

“Nao, nao,” chang trai van co goi. “Cac

em phai c6 ¥ tudng nao do chir. Thuong
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thi cdc em van mong udc mua dugc thir
gi nhat?”

Bon tré nhin nhau cau ctru.

“Chang trai tré 0i,” giong tram tram ciia
Ong Merry cét 1én tir phia sau ho, “néu
bong nhién anh dugc cho mot trim bang
thi anh s€ mua cai gi?”

Mit chang phéng vién bong ngan ra.
“Da, da - a - t61...”

“Chinh thé diy,” Ong Merry néi. “Anh
khong biét. Nhitng dira tré nay cling
khong biét dau. Thoi chao nhe.”
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“Thém mot cau nira thoi a,” chang trai
khong chut bdi rdi van cb niu kéo, tay
anh ta toc ky rat nhanh miy chir ngoan
ngoéo vao cudn sd. “Chinh xac 13 cac em
dang lam gi khi cac em bong nhién tim ra
no?”

“Y anh 1a chiéc chén Thanh chu gi,”
Barney noi.

“0), dung vay, day 1a em muén goi nd
nhu vay, phai khong?” chang trai hoi veé
coi thuong.

Barney gian dit trirng mat nhin anh ta.

“Chang em chi tinh cd di thim hiém mot
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cai hang thoi,” Simon voi tra 1o1. “Va
bon em phat hién ra n6 trén mot go da.”

“Co tin don mdt vai nguoi khac cling da
san lung n6é phai khong?”

“Toan chuyén v& van,” Ong Merry tra
101 giong dut khoat. “Thoi nao, chang
trai, anh hiy di phong van 6ng giam ddc
vién bao tang 4y, ¢ ngay kia kia. Ong ay
biét hét moi chuyén day. Ba dira tré niy
d3a c6 qua du chuyén phan khich trong
ngay hom nay roi.”

Chang trai hi miéng dinh n6i thém diéu
gi do nira, ro1 nhin Ong Merry va lai

ngdm mi¢ng lai. Anh ta to¢t miéng cudi
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cau hoa r6i bién mit vao dam dong, con
Ong Merry thi dan bon tré dén mot goc
vang dang sau mot cdy cot.

“Thé day,” 6ng noi, “ngdy mai cac chau
s& thiy hinh minh ding trén tat ca céc to
bao, tap chi va hang nam sau cac quy
ong day hoc thirc dang kla van s& viét vé
cac chau trong nhitng cudn sach cta ho,
va cac chau vira nhan duoc mot tram
bang tor mdt trong nhitng vién bdo tang
noi tiéng nhat trén thé gigi. Va ong phai
nodi rang cic chau rat xing dang voi tat
ca nhitng phan thuong d6.”

“Ong Gumerry o1,” Simon noi veé nghi

ngoi. “Chau biét 1a chan coO ich lgi
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khi ké cho moi nguoi biét cau chuyén
that déng sau viéc tim dugc chén Thanh,
nhung it nhat thi ching ta ciing nén canh
béo cho moi nguoi biét vé gi Hastings,
thé c6 phai 6t hon khong? Y chau 13, gi
da loi dung ba Palk va thang Bill khién
ho tré thanh nguoi xdu, va khong co ai
ngan can gi di khip noi va lai 1am nhu
thé voi tit ca moi nguoi.”

“Ga da di r6i,” Ong Merry noi. Hai
nguol dan ong deo kinh day cop trong
nhu mot dé1 ci meo di ngang qua, kinh
can cli gip ngudi chao ong, va ong lo
dang gat dau chio lai.

“Chau biét, nhung nhd quua lai thi
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Sao.

Ong Merry nhin vé phia cudi gian trung
bay dai tham tham, qua bién dau nguoi
nhap nhod va cai vé khép kin quen thudc
lai tré lai trén guong mat. “Khi ga quay
trd lai,” ong noi, “thi ga s€ khong con la
Hastings ntra.”

“Thé hoa ra tén gi khong phai la
Hastings ha 6ng?”” Simon t0 mo hoi.

“Ong da gdp ga dudi nhiéu cai tén khac
nhau,” Ong Merry noi, “6& nhiéu thoi
diém khac nhau.”

Jane budn ba di di mot chan trén nén da
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cam thach tron bong. “That 13 i t& khi
mot cha xtr lai xau xa dén the.”

“Ga chic da Itra bip tt ca cac giam muc
va nhitng ngudi khac dé ho tudng rang gi
t6t 1am day,” Simon tiép 10i. “Gidng nhur
g dia lra tit ca moi ngudi &
Trewissick.”

“Khong phai thé dau,” Ong Merry noi.

Simon tr6 mat nhin 6ng. “Nhung gi chac
phai... ¥ chau 1a, chic ho da dugc nghe
gd giang dao vao cdc Chu nhat hang
tudn.”

“Chang a1 dugc nghe ga giang dao vao
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nhitng ngay Chii nhat ca. Ong con nghi ¢
khi gd chua ting gip bat ky mdt giam
muc nao trong doi nira kia.”

Biy gio thi ca ba déu nhin ong cham
cham véi vé stmg sot kinh ngac dén ndi
hai bén khoe miéng 6ng nhéch lén, giat
giat nhuy mudn phi cudi. “Rat don gian
thoi. Po6 chinh 1a cai ma nguoi ta goi 1a
sic manh cua sy am thi. Ngai Hastings
cua ching ta khong phai 1a cha x{r ving
Trewissick, ma ciing chang c6 quan hé gi
vo1 cha XI'I Ong c6 quen cha xir thﬁt chut
it, ong ay ciing cao nhu’ng hoti gay va
khoang bay muoi tudi rdi... tén ong ay 1a
Smith.
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“Nhung gd Hastings song trong nha cha
xr ma,” Barney noi.

“No1 do da tirng 1a nha cha x. Bay gio
nguoi ta dé cho ai muén dén thué ciling
duoc... miy nam trudc, hoi dong gido xu
da quyét dinh rang ngdi nha d6 qua 16n
cho cha Smith & mot minh, gidng nhu
mot hat dau trong cd mdt qua dau, nén ho
danh cho cha mdt ngdi nha nhd & phia
bén kia nha tho.”

“Va khi chau di tim cha,” Jane cham rai
noi, cd gang nhé lai, “chdu da khong hoi
ai xem cha séng & dau, chau chi hoi mot
ong cu séng gan nha thd rang d6 c6 phai

la nha cha xtr khong, va ong ta chi noi
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mot cau dung thé... chau nhG ong gia dy
kha 1a cau c6... Ong Merry oi, 6ng biét
khong, chau nghi 1a thuyc ra thi ga
Hastings khong hé noi voi chau gi 1a cha
xur, tr chau nghi duong nhién 1a nhu vay
khi nghe gi n6i gi thé chd cha Hawes-
Mellor & d6. Nhung chan gi phai biét 1a
chau tudng nhu vay chu.”

“Tat nhién roi. Gi sé& khong lam cho
chau tinh ngd chung nao ga chua phat
hién ra chau dang di tim cai gi. Ga biét
rat rd chau 12 ai.”

“That thé a?”

“Ngay tur khi gd m¢& canh cura ra vao.”
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“O1,” Jane khé kéu. Em nhé lai lac d6 va
thay lanh nguo1i. “Oi troi 01.”

“Thé 1a tir 6 tat ca ching ta ctr nghl ga
la cha x,” Simon noi, Va moi khi
ching ta no6i chuyén véi ai vé gi, nhu
vo1 Ong Penhallow chéng han, 1a moi1
ngudi lai twéng ching ta dang néi dén
cha xir that... nhung 6ng Gumerry, ong
khéng biét sao?”

Ong Merry bat cuoi. “Khong. Ong ciing
nghi nhu moi ngudi. Sudt mot thoi gian,
thie ra 1a cho dén phit cubi cung, 6ng
van con ép U trong long mbi nghi ngo
khung khiép 13 tai sao cha Smith hién
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lanh, dang thuong lai c6 thé nhu vay.”

Barney bat ngd 1én tiéng: “Nhung néu
nhu trude ddy ong da timg chong lai gi
Hastings thi chic chin ong khong thé
nham gi véi ai khac dugc chi?”

“Ga ta thay doi lién tuc,” Ong Merry lo
dang noéi, c¢6 tinh quay di noi khac.
“Chang ai biét trong ga s€ ra sao...”

C6 mot am hudng dut khoat trong giong
noi cua ong ngan can moi cau héi thém
nita; va bon tré biét rd s& ludn 1a nhu thé
moi khi ching dinh hoi thém vé thé luc
thu dich bi an trong nhitng ngay chl'mg‘é’

Trewissick. D6 1a mét trong nhirng dicu
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vé thé gigi day huyén bi ctia Ong Merry,
va mic du chang ¢3 mic miu rat sdu vao
thé gigi Ay, chung biét ong s& giir kin moi
bi mat ctia minh nhu 6ng van thudng lam.

Simon nhin xudng tim séc trong tay.
“Ching chau da tim ra chén Thanh,” n6
nodi. “Va tat ca moi ngudi dudng nhu vo
cung phan khich vi chuyén d6. Nhung
chinh ban than cai chén lai chéng duoc
tich sy gi, phai khong a? Nguoi
Cornwall 4y da viét néu ai tim duoc nd
va c¢6 duoc nhirng 1061 hudng dan khac
clia Ong ta, trén mot ban viét co thir hai
ma chung ta thim chi chang c6 mot ti co
hoi ndo dé doc qua, thi nguoi ay c6 thé

hiéu dugc nhitng gi viét trén chiéc chén
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Thanh va hiéu dugc tit ca moi bi mat
lién quan. Nhung ching ta s& chang bao
gir biét duoc vi ca hai ban viét c6 déu &
duéi day bién roi.”

Barney rau 11 noi, “Thé thi, that ra 1a bon
minh da that bai.”

Ong Merry khong noi gi, va khi bon tré
ngudc 1én nhin dng trong tiéng ri rAm cua
dam dong xung quanh, ching cam thay
ong sung sitng bén trén chung, cao 16n
va im phing phic, chang khic ndo céi
cOt d4 ma ong dang dirng canh.

“That bai u?” 6ng nodi, va mim cudi. “O

khong dau. Cac chau nghi thé that sao?
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Cac chau khong hé that bai. Cudc sin
Iung chén Thanh la mot tran chién, nod
cling dién ra khoc liét nhu bat ky mot
tran chién nao khac. VA cac chau da
chién thang, ca ba chau. Thé lyc dung
dang sau nguoi dan ong ty xung 1a
Hastings 4y d4 gan nhu gianh dugc chién
thang, va chién thing iy s& c6 nghia 1a
gi, gia st nhu bi mat vé chén Thanh roi
vao tay ching, thi ching ai dam nghi dén.
Nhung nhd cac chdu ma diéu bi mat séng
con ching theo dudéi mii ay van duoc
gilt an toan, c¢6 1& s& subt ca may tram
ndm nhu thoi xa xua vay. An toan, chu
khong phai 1a b1 ti€éu huy, Simon a. Ban
viét ¢d dau tién, tam ban dd cua cac

chau, chic chin s& tan rita %a trong
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nude bién. Nhung no ciing khong con tac
dung gi cho ai nita, mot khi n6 d3 dan
cac chau dén v6i ban viét c6 thir hai va
cai chén Thanh. Piéu nay c6 thé 1am cho
cac vi dong nghiép ciia ong cang thém
phan khich” - 6ng liéc nhin quanh gian
phong va khé cuoi - “nhung khong sao.
Van dé 1a ban viét c6 thtr hai, dudi day
bién, d3 dugc khoa chit trong hdp - chéc
chin s& chiu duoc nude bién vinh vién
néu bang chi. Vi thé, diéu bi mat cudi
cung van dugc an toan, va gidu kin.
Pugc gidu kin trong long vinh
Trewissick dén ndi bon ching s& chang
bao gio co thé bat diu mdt cudc tim kiém
lau dai ma chung ta lai khong biét duoc

va ngan can chung. Chung da danh mat
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co ho1.”

“Ca ching ta ciing thé,” Simon cay dang
noi, lai nhin thiy hinh anh chwa hé roi
khoi dau né tir bay dén nay. N6 nhd lai
cai hop kinh vién vong bang dong sang
lap lanh, bén trong gidu ca hai ban viét
cO quy gia, bay ra khoi ban tay chéi véi
clia no, va roi, khi chi con cach tim tay
ctia Ong Merry mot vai thudc thi cham
phai mai chéo dang gio ra, ndy bat 1én,
vO tung, nhan chim nhiing gi bén trong
xu6ng 1ong bién mai mai .

“Khong, chung ta chua mét co hdi dau,”
Jane bat ngo cat tieng. Co bé cling dang

nhd lai gidy phut do, va em tuong nhu
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minh khéng con ding trén san da cam
thach mat lanh ctia vién bao tang rong
16n nay nita, ma dang O trén Miii Kemare
trong tAm trang phan khich va dudi anh
nang nhu thiéu nhu dot. “Ching ta biét
n6 & dau. Em da dung ngay bén canh
diém duy nhat c6 thé danh dau noi d6 -
chinh la céi viing nudc sau gilra cac tang
da. Em dung ngay trén ria va nhin thdy
cai hop chi 4y roi thing xudéng nudc
trudc mit em. Vi thé ching minh van biét
phai tim & dau néu c6 dip quay lai.”

Trong thoang choc, Ong Merry trong that
su lo ling. “Ong khong biét viéc nay.
Nhu vay thi nhiing ké khac cling s€ nhan

ra dugc nhu vay, va ching sé c6 thé dén
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thang no1 do, lan xuong tim ban viét ¢o
r61 mang d1 mat trudce khi bat ky ai khac
kip c6 thoi gian tim hiéu ra 1a n6 dang &
do.”

“Khong, chung khong thé biét dugc dau,”
Jane sot sang kéu 1én, mit tng hong. “Po
la diéu hay nhat, ong Gumerry a. Ong
hiéu khong, ban d4u bon chau chi nhan ra
la c6 viing nuéc d6 vi bon chau di qua
d6 dang luc thuy triéu xudng thip nht.
Khi ching chdu quay tro lai b bién thi
nude di lai che mat di rdi. G Withers
ngd xudng d6 nhung gi khong biét gi ca.
Thé nén khi nio thuy triéu lai xudng thip
nhu ngdy hom d6 thi ching ta c6 thé tim

cai viing va ca ban viét co tho hai.
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Nhung bon dich kia thi khong lam nhu
vay duogc, vi chiung chang hay biét gi vé
cai viing do ca.”

“Minh quay lai cha?” Simon sot sang
hoi. “Ong Gumerry o1, mi,nh co thé quay
lai va nho ai d6 1an xudng vot nd 1én
duogc khong?”

“Co thé, mot ngay nao d6,” Ong Merry
no1; va ong chua kip noi gi thém thi mot
nhom nguoi tr dam dong dang ri ram
chuyén tro xung quanh ho quay vé phia
ong: “A, Gido Su Lyon day roi! Ong co
thé bot chit thoi gian va cho phép t6i
gi6i thiéu voi ong voi Tién ST Theodore

Reisenstatz...” ,
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“T6i 1a mot moén dé hét stc trung thanh
cua Ong,” nguoi dan ong nho thd voi
chom rau nhon néi vdi Ong Merry khi
bat tay 6ng. “Merriman Lyon 13 mdt céi
tén rat dugc kinh trong ¢ dat nude chung
t61...”

“P1 tho1,” Simon ha giong thi thAm; rdi
bon tré lach ra dé dung bén ria dam dong
trong khi nhitng dinh dau héi va nhiing
chom rau bac van dang huyén thuyén ban
ludn day vé trang nghiém. Chung nhin
qua san nha sang lung linh dén chd cai tu
kinh ndm don ddc, noi chén Thanh ding
nhu mot vi sao vang ruc.
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Barney nhin mién man khoang trong
trudéc miat nhu thé vira ra khoi mot gidc
tho1 mién.

“Tinh lai d1 nao,” Jane vui vé noi.

Barney cham rai, “D¢ 1a tén that cia ong
a?”

“Tén cua a1?”

“Ong Merry 4y - nguoi ta goi 6ng ay 1a
Merriman?”
“0, tat nhién r6i - Merry 13 tén goi tit

N2

ma.
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“Em khong biét,” Barney néi. “Em van
tudng Merry 1a biét hi€u cua Ong.
Merriman Lyon...”

“Tén la nhi?” Simon ndi, khong dé y.
“Pi thoi, dén xem lai chiéc chén Thanh
di. Anh muon lai xem ho viét gi vé ching
ta.”

No di vong qua ddm dong cung véi Jane;

nhung Barney van dung chdn chan tai

chd. “Merriman Lyon,” n6 khé néi tham

vl chinh  minh. “Merry Lyon...
[23]

Merlion ... Merlin 2

NoO nhin qua phong dén cho cai dau bac
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cua Ong Merry vuot cao han len trén



nhitng nguo1 khac; hoi nghiéng nghiéng
trong khi ong lang nghe ai d6 n6i. Khuon
mat sam nau dﬁy goc canh cua Ong gi(‘)’
trong lai cang giong maot buc diéu khac
rat, rat co xua, V01 d61 mat sau thim rop
bong va ddy bi an bén trén chiéc mii dir
dan.

“Khong,” Barney ndi to r6i lic dau.
“Khong thé nhur thé duoc.” Nhung trudc
khi di theo Simon va Jane, né van ngoai
lai nhin, long day phan van. Va Ong
Merry, duong nhu nhan thdy cai nhin ciia
no, quay dau lai va nhin thang vao khuon
mat nd mot luc, qua ca dam dong; hoi
thoang mim cudi, roi lai quay di.
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Trong khip gian trung bay rong 16n, bén
trén san da sang bong, 1a nhiing day ta
kinh giong hét nhau, hét day nay dén day
khac, kéo dai subt cian phong nao lo, ndo
binh, dao gim, dong xu, rdi dén nhiing
miéng veo vo ky quai dong thiéc, da va
20, tat tat bi nhdt cAm lang bén trong nhu
dam buom b1 ghim ghim chat lai. Tu kinh
bay chén Thanh cao vuot han 1én; mot
hop kinh cao & noi trang trong nhat cua
gian trung bay 16n, bén trong khong gi
khac ngoai chiéc chén sang bong, da
dugc lau rira sach s& dé 16 mau vang ruc
ro, dat dinh dac trén mot cai bé den to
nang. Mot miéng bac tinh xdo dat bén
du6i voi dong cham khic:
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“Cdc dung ruou 18 bang vang, tac pham
cua ngh¢ nhan vo danh xr Celt, phéng
doan c6 tir thé ky thtr sau. Tim thiy tai
Trewissick, phia Nam Cornwall, do
Simon, Jane va Barnabas Drew trao
tang.”

Bon tré di vong quanh ta kinh, ngim
nghia cai chén. Thanh chén udn luon va
cham trd da dugc lau rira hét stire ti mi;
va bay gio khi vang rong sach moi bui
ban luu ciru qua hang bao nhiéu thé ky
trong hang da duo1 Miii Kemare, thi tirng
duong nét cham trd hién ra rd mén mot.

Chiing thdy nhitng nét cham tr6 ay duoc

chia thanh nam 0, va bon trong s6 nam 6
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d6 c6 cham hinh nhitng nguoi dan ong
dang giao chién: vung guwom gido, cui
rap minh sau nhitng chiéc khién, khong
cO 4o giap ma chi mac nhﬁ:ng chiéc 40
thung ky la dai dén trén dau gbi. Ho doi
mil sat trén dau nhu:ng nhu:ng chiéc mi
ndy, sup xudng che hét ca dang sau gay,
chang hé gidng hinh thu gi bon tré timg
nhin thdy. Giita nhitng hinh ngudi do, xen
k& nhu trén mot tAm tham théu, 1a nhitng
dong chit cham sit vao nhau. O cudi
cung, 6 thr nam, lai chi toan chir, cling
gan nhau sat sat giéng nhu nhitng dong
chir miu den loang ngoang trén ban viét
. Nhung bon tré biét rang khong mot
ai, tir Ong Merry cho dén cac chuyén gia

cua vién bao tang, co the hiéu duoc.
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Chting nghe thay ¢ dang sau c6 hai nguoi
dan 6ng dung trong dam dong dang nhin
xuéng t0 kinh va bat dau cudc tranh luan
s0i noi.

“... rat dc biét. Tt nhién tim quan trong
ctia nhitng dong chir khic trén kia kho ma
c6 thé ude tinh duoc. Toi thiy rd rang
day 1a loai chir Run - la that, trong boi
canh ctia dé ché La Ma co dai nhu
vay...”

“Nhung 6ng ban dang kinh cua t61 01,”
Gigng ndi cua nguoi dan Ong thir hai
nghe to va vui veé; Barney ngodi nhin lai
phia sau, thiy ong ta co khuon mat do
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hong hiao va nom to 16n ling ling bén
canh nguodi ban dong hanh nho tho mit
deo kinh. “Nhan manh dén sy hién dién
ctia chit Run ¢ ddy chic chan ham ¥ rang
co su lién quan t&1 ngdn nglr Saxon, ma
vat nay lai c6 ¢t 18i & chinh ving Celt.
Chinh xac 1a La Ma-Celtic, nhung néu
can nhic nhirg chimg cd cia thoi vua
Arthur thi...”

“Thoi vua Arthur y 4?” ngudi thr nhat
hoi lai bang giong miii vé khong tin
tuong lam. “Toi can co bang ching rd
rang hon nhitng gia dinh tudng twrong ma
Gido Su Lyon da dua ra. To1 cho 1a
Loomis s& coOn rat nhiéu nghi ngo...
nhung du sao cting 1a mot phat hién khac
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thuong, rat khac thuong...”
Ho bé di vao trong dam dong.
“Thé nghia 13 cai quéi gi nhi?” Jane hoi.

“Ong ta khong tin d6 1a vé vua Arthur
sa0?” Barney tirc toi nhin theo ngudi dan
ong nho thd. Lac do, ching lai nghe thiy
tiéng mot nhom khac dang vira ndi vira di
ngang qua tu trung bay.

“Ro rang 1a tat ca cac 1y thuyét gio sé
phai thay d6i lai; nd da roi mot ludng anh
sang m&i mé 1én toan bd nhitng tac pham
vé thoi vua Arthur.” Giong noi ciing day

vé nghiém trang nhu hﬁ{l}lgjﬂguv%%ggl \201



khac nhung nghe tre trung hon; va roi
cling giong Ay cét tiéng cudi khing khuc.
“Kho than Battersby - bao nhiéu nhitng
161 khoéac lac ciia Ong ta vé nhimng thir
twong tuy nhu thé ¢ ving Scandinavia,
bay gio thi & day lai phat hién ra nhirng
bang chimg c6 xwa nhat ké tir thoi
Nennius vé vua Arthur ctia nguoi Celtic
- mot vi vua co that...”

“Anh biét khong, to The Times nhd toi
viet mot bai day,” mot giong tram hon
noi.

“Q, thé a, thé anh da viét chua? Giat gan
day, phai khong? - ‘mot phat hién lam

rung chuyén gidi hoc thuat Anh >
htfps://thuvi nsach vn



“Khong phai thé dau,” giong tram hon
dap. “Day 1o rang la d6 that va ro0 rang
nd cung cap manh mdi vé nhan dang cua
vua Arthur. Vi thé khong thé khen qua
10i. Toi chi thiy tiéc vé cai 6 cudi cung
thoi.”

“Vang, nhitng dong chit khic day bi an.
Mot dang mat ma, toi nghi thé. Chic 1a
vay roi. Nhirng ky tu tiéng Anh co ky la
ndy, chit Run, ong gia Battersby khang
dinh nhu vay, nghe that 1a ngd ngén, to1
thi cho rang da timg c6 chia khoa dé giai
ma. Nhung tit nhién 1a d3 bi mit tir 1au
nén ching ta sé& ching bao gid biét

duoc...” ,
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Nhitng giong noéi ay ciing di xa dan.

“O, nghe thé con dé chiu hon,” Simon
noi.

“Téat ca bon ho déu coi day la mét dang
di vat,” Jane budn ba néi. “Emnhé chinh
ong Gumerry da noi rang ¥ nghia thuc su
clia n6 c6 1& s& chang bao gio ai duoc
biét trir phi phe bén kia c6 duoc no, va
lac d6 thi da qua mudn r6i.”

“Bay gi0 thi bon xau c6 thé dén ma xem
bao nhiéu tuy thich,” Simon noi, “nhung
no s€ chang no1 dugc cho chung dicu gi

néu nhu khong c6 ban viét ¢c6. Anh cho
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rang d6 chinh la chia khoa dé giar mat
ma trong cot thor nam, 1a diéu ma nguoi
dan 6ng vira ro1 da noi dén.”

Jane thd dai. “Va nd ciing chang noi
duoc v6i ching ta diéu gi. Vi thé chung
ta s¢ chéng bao gio biét dugc sy that vé
vua Arthur, vé, vé... ban viét ¢ goi1 tén
nha vua 13 gi Ay nhi?.. vé Pendragon.”

“Pung vay. Chiing ta chang thé biét duoc
chinh x4c nha vua la ngudi nhu thé nao
hay chuyén gi da xay ra véi ngai.”

“Chung ta s& chang thé biét duoc bi mat
cua nha vua la gi, diéu ong Gumerry van

n6i dén con bon ké xAu kia thi khao khat
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timra bang dugc ay.”

“Chung ta s& chang biét dugc nhig dicu
ky quac khac d3 duoc ghi trén ban viét
cO - rang dén mot ngdy nao do
Pendragon s¢ quay tré lai.”

Barney, tir niy van ling nghe hai dira,
gio lai nhin vao nhitng dong chit bi an
khic trén bé mit sang bong ciia chiéc
chén Thanh. R6i nd ngang dau l1én nhin
qua cin phong vé phia cai dang cao 16n
ctia Ong Merry, ngdm mai dau bac, vao
bd mit nghiém nghi day bi an cua 6ng.

“Em nghi 1a ching ta s& biét duoc,”

ndi cham rai, “mot ngé}q nao do.”
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[1]

bo).
[2]

ve”.

[3]
Cay nir lang 1a mot loai cay nho, co
hoa mau hong hodc trang.

Mot dim Anh bang 1.609 km (duong

Merry trong tiéng Anh nghia 1a “vui
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[4]

nhanh.

5
1] Ban dic biét dé cai chau va cai géo, dat
trong phong ngi, dé rua ray; nhat 13 xua kia,
trong nhitng nha khong c6 nudc may & phong
tdm hodc phong ngu.

Mot loai tau chién nho va chay rat

Yard 1a don vi do d0 dai ctia Anh. 1
yard = 0.914m.

[71

Inch 1a don vi do d§ dai cua Anh. 1
inch=2.54cm.

[8]

duong.

Ao bing vai trang mot 16p dau dé
Chf)ng thAm nuéc. https://thuviensach.vn

Mot loai banh tam ruou va nudc



2

Y n6i1 cudn sach duoc trinh bay bang
chir GO tich, mot ki€u chir co cua chau Au.

E

Tiéng Anh so ky ton tai tir thé ky 12
dén cudi theé ky 13.

12
Chén Thanh theo truyén thuyét la
chén cta Puc Chua Jesus dung trong tiéc Biét

ly.
13 :
Tén day du cua vua Arthur 1a: Arthur
Uther Pendragon.

14
Trong nguyén ban 1a tir “map” (ban
do) va “gap” (16 hong). Tac gid choi chitr bang
hai ttr phat am gan giong nhau.

15
, Mot bé da rat cao, trén dat tuong do
dbc Nelson, toa lac tai qualBPE(rsuy Trasalest o

E

Bz B

=



trung tam London.

[16]
Nguodi Anh thuong bat chéo hai ngdon
tay dé€ cau nguyén cho di€u gi d6 xay ra nhu ho
mong mudn.

[17]
Loai cay bui c6 hoa hinh giong nhu
chiéc chudng nho, thuong c6 mau do, trang
hodc hong.

[18]
Hai danh hoa 16n nguoi Y thoi ky
Phuc Hung.

[19]

cua Anh).

Di¢u mua vui nhdn dan gian cua Anh,
trong d6 céc vil cOng an mac quan ao cua cac
nhan vat trong truyén thuyét vé Robin Hood.
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Tac gid choi chit, dung tir “master”
vira c6 nghia 1a “thady gido” (cau ctia Barney) vira
co nghia 1a “6ng chud” (cau cua Hastings).

22 Merlion theo truyén thuyét 1a con
vt dau su tir, dudi ca.

23 Merlin 1a mot trong nhitng nhan vat
li ky nhét cua van hoc xr Wales va truyén thuyét
vé vua Arthur: mot ngudi dan ong bi an va co
phep thudt ky diéu. Tuong truyen ong la phu
thiy trong truyen thuyet cling la ¢6 van cua vua
Arthur. C6 rat nhiéu mau thudn va tranh cii xung
quanh cudc doi nhan vat nay.

Moi cac ban ghé thim Dao Ticu Vii's eBook
dé tai thém nhiéu ebook hon nira.
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