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Tap 4: Shioriko Va Dung Nhan Hai Mat
"Giai duwgc mat khau cuia két sat nay, tat ca sach sé la ctia chau!"

Bang truc gidc nhay bén bam sinh, c6 chu tiém xinh dep da duwong dau
thach thitc. Doi tha tai ba nhat caa co, lai chinh 1a ngwdi da muwdi nam xa
cach.

MGt 101 uy thac kiéu danh do, dan dén mot ngo6i nha chita dung bi an
kinh ngwoi, nhung cau do lat 1éo hon nita lai ndm sau sach, va sach.

Tiém sach cii Biblia toa lac tai mot ngd nho ¢ Kamakura, lang 1é don
chao nhitng vi khach yéu sach va ca nhitng cau do bi an chang ai moi...

Hai ngudi 1an 16i di thye hién mot 161 uy thac lién quan dén sach, phat
hién ra mét lwgng 16n tdc pham hiém cé kho tim cta nha van trinh tham dai
tai Edogawa Ranpo. Nhung chiéc két khong ai mé ra dugce lai con chita
dung mot thi quy gia hon nita.

Khi mé dugc két, bi mat cua chu tiém xinh dep cling sé phoi bay luon
chang?

Déi tra va thanh thuc, déu an trong mé cung séach ci.

S6 ménh da duwogc rang budc vao sach, lam cach nao ctu réi duge day?

https://thuviensach.vn



SHIORIKO VA DUNG NHAN HAI
MAT

Mikami En

www.dtv-ebook.com
M¢é Pau
Chap t0i, t6i sap dong ctra tiém thi dot nhién c6 duw chan.

Pang chuyén tién 1é & may dém tién sang khay dung, t6i phai dirng tay
vi dot rung lac dau tién. Bong dén treo dung dwa, ngoi nha ci rit 1én ken
két. Trong tiém chang c6 ai ngoai toi.

Mat dat tiép tuc rung lac, nhung may ké chita sach van ditng vitng. D6
la nhd hém truwdc ching da dwgc gan co dinh vao nén nha va twdng bang
khung gia c6 kim loai, khong phdi lo sach d6 xudng san. T6i dang phan van
c6 nén tam roi khéi tiém hay khong thi dot rung lac tir tir ngirng lai.

To6i bat radio & quay tinh tién, ding ltic cé ban tin dong dat. Tam chan
la tinh Ibaraki. Do & kha xa nén do du chan & tinh Kanagawa khong dang
ké.

Toi l1dy dién thoai ra, bat dau nhan tin.
Toi, Gora Daisuke, dang lam viéc tai tiem sach cii c6 téen Biblia &

Kita-Kamakura, tinh Kanagawa. T6i bat dau lam ti* mua hé nam 2010, dén
nay da hon ntra nam.

HOm nay chi c6 minh toi trong tiém. Chu tiém la Shinokawa Shioriko
da cung em gai di dén khach san & Landmark Tower, Yokohama dé dv 1é
cwdi cta ngudi chi ho. Co cha 25 tudi, hon t6i hai tudi. Trong cong viéc, toi
hiém khi thdy c6 an van nhw sang nay, chiéc dam mau be phoi v6i do khoac
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trang sang trong, lai trang diém dang hoang cang lam no6i bat lan da trang
cung khu6én mat wa nhin, khién t6i khong khéi ngan ngo.

Du vay, doi kinh gong to gian di van lu lu trén mat nhw moi ngay.
Nghe t6i héi c¢6 c6 dinh thao ra khong, Shioriko lién hoi ngugc lai 1a vi sao.
Xem ra viéc an van cau ki dé di dy dam cuwéi da la c6 gang cao d6 cta co
10i.

Lic nay han dang gitta chitng bita tiéc. Nghe néi tang cao cta tda nha
cling rung lac, nhwng gi thi gi, van khong thé nhiéu rui ro bang tiém sach cii
da xay dyng dvgc nam muoi nam.

T6i nhan tin chi dé xac nhan sw an toan cuta hai chi em Shioriko,
nhung chwa kip gwti thi da thiy tin nhan téi. Nguwoi giti khong phai cha
tiém, ma la cd em gai Shinokawa Ayaka.

Tiém khong hu hai gi chi?? O day rung lic dit doi nhung khong sao.
Anh ding lo lang nhé!

T6i vira vudt nguc thd phao nhe nhom thi lai thdy tin nhan méi. Lan
nay la cua Shioriko.

O day khong sao. Khong sao chii?

DPiing ra chang can ca hai phai gwi tin nhan riéng ré thé nay, van dé la
chi em nha Shinokawa da gitt khodng cach véi nhau tr treéc dot dong dat.
Hodc it nhiéu thi m6i quan hé cta ho cling dang truc trac.

T6i lan lwot tra 101 tirng ngwoi rang tiém khong sao. Radio van tiép tuc
phét ban tin dong dat. O ving tht do, tu dién sau thoi gian tam dirng da
van hanh trd lai, nha may dién hat nhan van nguyén ven, khéng c6 nguy co
phat sinh song than.
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Khi radio chuyén sang ban tin du bao thoi diém anh dao nd, toi lién
nhan nit tat va quay vé cong viéc kiém ké & quay tinh tién. Pung ltc do6 cé
tin nhan. Lai la Shioriko.

Anh Daisuke co.

Cham chu nhin tin nhan mot ldc 1au, t6i méi nhan ra diéu c6 muodn héi
la tinh hinh cuda t6i. T6i nhan trd 16i rang minh van binh an vo sy, long
bong dung dm &p han, du dang gitta ngay xuan rét thau tim gan.

Gio la thang Tw, da hai muoi ngay troi qua sau khi mot tran dong dat
16n viéng tham mién Bong Nhat Ban, ay thé ma c¢ vai hom lai phat sinh
mot con du chan. Néu so vGi ving gap nan & Bong Bac thi tinh Kanagawa
chi thiét hai nho, nhung v6i ca nhan toi, day la lan dau tién tdi ném trai mot
tran dong dat 16n dén thé keé tir khi chao doi.

Khoanh khac mat dat bat dau rung chuyén, t6i va Shioriko van & quay
nhu thuong 1€. Khi ching t6i dang dung tay dé x6a cac ndi dung ghi trong
sach cii, vai chan dong nhé xay ra tirng hoi, réi bat dau chuyén qua rung lac
di* doi dén mitrc kh6o ma ding thang dwoc.

Dién bién tiép theo thé nao, gio t6i chi nhd loang thoang. Khi moi
rung lac dirng lai va tr@ vé trang thdi cii, t6i nhan ra minh dang quy dwéi
san, hai tay chéng vao twong va toan than citng ngac. Shioriko thi dang
ngoi bét & khoang trong hep giita co thé téi va birc twong. Chac la t6i da
nhao tdi che gitp khi c6 nga tr trén ghé xuodng.

"Anh khong sao chit?" C6 hoi, go ma trang tai nhgt hon binh thuong.

"Ha? Toi khong sao dau." Dut 10i, toi nhan ra lvng minh hoi dau.
Chong sach chat phia trong quay da do la liét. Chac la vai quyén bi bep géc
10i.

"Shioriko c0 sao khong?"
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"Toi khong sao... Nhung ma, sach..."

Lic nay ma c6 van nghi dén sach sao? Cuong sach dén thé la cung.
Toi ngac nhién dirng lén, nhin mot lwgt quang canh trong tiém va khong
khai bang hoang.

Ké sach dung & 16i di do nghiéng, mot dong to sach cli nam 16ng
chong trén san. Anh dén tit ngim ca, hinh nhw 1a mat dién, khong gian mo
toi hon moi khi. Twéng dau treéc mat minh la mét cai hang vira sap, cw
nghi ban ndy ma t6i hodc c6 ding & 16i di, t6i lai lanh hét song lung.

Bay gio tiém sach cii Biblia da dwgc don dep twom tat. Chiing to6i gom
sO sach cii tan loan va dat 1én ké sach da dung thang lai, ba ngay sau m@
ctta kinh doanh binh thwong. Dw chan thwa dan, ngudi ta cling khong thyc
hién cat dién tirng khu viyre dé tiét kiém nguodn dién nhw dy tinh nita...

May ngay lién, thoi sy lién tuc dwa tin vé chi s6 nang lwgng phong xa
ro ri. Ké cling la mot diéu dang lo ngai, nhung du thé nao thi van phai song.
O khu vic ctia chiing tdi, nhip séng thudng nhat dang dan khdi phuc.

That may man la gia dinh, ban bé va ngwdi than cta t6i déu binh an vo
su. Vé phia Shioriko cling vay, trtt tinh hinh ctia me cd6. Tén ba la
Shinokawa Chieko, nghe dau con "mot sach" hon cé con gai. Tinh trang
biét tam biét tich cua ba cting khong phai la chuyén mai day, ma la chuyén
cua tan mwoi nam ve trudc.

May ngay trudc tran dong dat, c6 mot quyén sach cii dugc trao cho
Shioriko. Pia diém la phong khach nha chinh va nguwdi chitng kién chi co
mot minh toi.

D6 la quyén Nhat ky Cra-cra cia Sakaguchi Michiyo ma Chieko dé lai
cho Shioriko. Quyén sach ding ra da ban di roi khong hiéu sao lai roi vao
tay coO em Ayaka va do co6 bdo quan bdy nay. Trén bia 16t c6 viét dia chi
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mail "shinokawa@chieko-biblia.com", la hop thw dién tt cia Shinokawa
Chieko.

"HOi xudt vién tam thoi, cha dwa cho em gitt," Ayaka gidi thich. "Cha
dan... mot ngay kia, c6é thé Shioriko sé hoi han vé viéc da thanh ly quyén
sach, dén lic do6 hay giup cha tré lai cho chi."

"Tai sao bay gio em méi dwa?" Toi lén tiéng thay cho Shioriko dang
im lang.

"Vi em khong biét chi c6 muon n6 hay khéng. Chang may tra khéng
khéo, no lai bi quang di chwa biét chirng."

Ciling dung. Vi ngoai t6i ra, hau nhuw khong ai biét Shioriko c6 y tim
kiém quyén sach.

"Aya, em da giri mail r6i ding khong? Dén dia chi nay."

Shioriko khé héi. Ayaka nhan mat nhuw bi dung tring cho dau, c6 bé
lao ra khoéi phong. T6i chwa kip thac mac thi c6 bé da quay lai, 6m theo
may tinh xach tay.

T6i nhin Iwét qua man hinh va chgt cam nin. Trén ctra s6 mail md san
dang hién thi mot loat thw giti di. Xem chitng tuan nao ciing guri.

"Bat dau tr nam ngodi thi phai... Nhitng viéc xdy ra trong ngay em
déu ghi lai r6i giti cho me."

Tttc 1a ba da ndm r6 hét tinh hinh & day. Ma khong, cé chuyén con
dang lo hon thé.

"Vay the trd 18..."
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T6i ngdp nging hdi, Ayaka lac dau ngay, "Khong c6. Nhung em nghi
me van muon biét mgt chit vé cudc song cua ching ta."

"Khong can goi ba ta la me!" Shioriko ha giong, "Néu da mac ké ca
nha va bo di..."

"Ké ca thé..."

"Thi khong du tw cach lam me!"

"Chi dirng nang 16i qua. Me van la me thoi."
"Ba ta khong phai me."

"Khong duing, la me ma. Khong thé khac dugc!"
"Sao lai khong thé khac duwgc chi?"

C thé, hai chi em khong ai nhuwong ai, mot ltic sau thi ca hai khong
noi v4i nhau cau nao nita.

Sau tran dong dat, moi bat hoa da diu di, nhung chwa dit han. Cha dé
"me" trd thanh diéu cam ki gitta hai chi em.

Du sao thi quyén Nhat ky Cra-cra ciing da nam trong tay Shioriko.
Cudi cung sau nhiéu do dv, c6 quyét dinh gti mail cho me, ndi dung chi
vén ven mot cau "Moi ngwoi van binh an vo su", nhung khong nhan dwgc
bat cit hoi am nao.

Khi t6i té thai do lo au thi c6 cwoi dau kho, "To6i nghi khong phai la
khong lién lac dugc dau, don gian ba ta la ngwoi nhw vay thoi."

Du khong ndi ra, t6i van tham nhu, that 1a ki quéi. Su6t mot nam troi
Shinokawa Chieko chi nhan chitr khong ho6i dap mail ctia c6 con thit. Xay ra
dong dat 16n nhw thé ma ba van khong buon héi tham tinh hinh cda cac
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con. Nhr me ngudi ta thi khé long ngoi yén dugc, rot cuoc Chieko lam
cach nao, hay than kinh citng ran dén mitc nao, mgi da sirc to ra bang quan
nhu vay.

To6i chi chac chan mot diéu la ba khéng "nhw me nguwoi ta". Ba roi bo
gia dinh khong 1o ly do. Thong tin t0i nghe dugc chi ding ¢ mirc ba la mot
nhan vat thong minh nhung bi an.

Luc nay bén ngoai ctta kinh, san ga da nhuom mau hoang hon. Tiém
Biblia nam ngay gan ga Kita- Kamakura. C6 1é tau dién sap t6i. Duéi bong
do6 cia mai hién, rat nhiéu hanh khach dang ditng doi.

Toi dang yén lang dém tién mat tai quay thi chuéng dién thoai cta
tiem vang léen.

"Kinh chao quy khach. Tiém sach cti Biblia xin nghe."

T6i nhdc may tra 16i ngay. Mat mot lic, giong ndi quen thudc mai cat
1én, "A 16!"

Thi ra 1a Shioriko.

"C6 chuyén gi vay?" T6i héi va nhd lai tin nhan lic ndy. Chac vi lo
lang nén co cat cong goi han dién thoai "Néu la vu du chan thi khong sao
dau! Bay gio co6 dang ban tiéc cwdi ma ha?"

Im lang kéo dai. T6i nghe ti€éng gi6 rit hoa vGi tiéng on, hinh nhw
Shioriko dang & ngoai phong tiéc.

"Tiéc cudi?"
"Ua, khong phai a? Hom nay 1a ddm cuéi caa chi ho cd..."
T6i chgt ngung lai. Co diém la la & day. Tiéc cudi to chivc ¢ khach san

thudc tang cao Yokohama L.andmark Tower. Cit cho la r&i ban tiéc dé goi
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dién thoai di, cling dau can thiét cat cong ra khoi tdoa nha?
"T6i khong & Landmark Tower dau! Toi dang & mot noi khac day! "
Cau tra 1oi vo cung nhanh nhay. Néu la c6 gai t6i van biét moi khi thi
ngoai lic ban chuyén sach v@, c6 khong n6i nang nhw thé nay. Gio méi dé

y, giong co nghe cling hoi tram.

Dot nhién, song lung toi lanh toat. Ngwdoi toi dang dam thoai c6 that la
Shioriko? Khong, to6i khong nghi 1a ai lai c6 giong noi giong c6 dén thé...

... tr ngwoi c6 quan hé mau mu sau dam.

"Ai ¢ dau day vay a?" Giong toi khan dén mic chinh ban than cling
phai ngac nhién.

"Cau la Gora Daisuke nhi?"

"Xin hay tra 10i di!" Liém wét déi moi kho, t6i cham rai noi tiép. "Co
phai la c6 Shinokawa Chieko khong a?"

DPap lai 1a tiéng thd xen lan tiéng phi cuwdi. Qua khong sai. Du chinh
t0i da hdi tén nguwoi ta nhwng van chua tin day la sy that.

"Cau khong nghi la mot nguoi ba con khac sao?"
"Néu, néu thé thi... chac chan sé xwng tén ngay tir dau."

"6 dau phai ly do cau dang nghi dén. Chi la khong suy luan dugc kha
nang nao khac thoi, phai khong?"

T6i bdi rdi vi tam tw minh bi nhin thau nhanh chéng dén thé. Nguoi
nay, c nhw di gudc trong bung t6i vay.

"Nhwng cau phén @ng t6t day."
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Du dwgc khen, t6i cling chang phan khdi gi. T6i dudi thang lwng, hit
thé that sau dé tran an tinh than.

"Phai day, vion vai hit thé gitp tran tinh rat tot! Ma ldc nay cac con
toi khong & nha chinh a?"

"Vang."
"Ti€c qua! Chac ca hai déu khoe chi?"

T6i phan nd dén mitc budn nén tredc giong diéu tinh bo nhw tan
chuyén tam phao ay. Biéu cdm u t6i ctia Shioriko ltic ké vé me va bao nhiéu
mail Ayaka miét mai giti trong v6 vong lwét viun vut qua dau toi.

"Chi la lien lac th6éi ma c6 khong lam dugc u?"

"Lién lac a?"

"Sudt muwdi nam troi co lam gi co6 ¢ dau vay ha?"

Tiéng hét cua chinh minh lam t6i tinh ngd. C6 khi nao vi phan &ng nay
ma ba dy dap may roi chang bao gid thém goi nita khong. Va chang t6i dau
phai nguwdi than, dwa vao cai gi ma néi néng chit.

"A khong, vang... bay gid cd dang & dau a?"

"Nhat."

Toi choang nguwoi vi cau tra 10i bon cgt cua Shinokawa Chieko. Ba
con chang budn giai thich. Khong dugc, khong thé dé vay duge. Cudi cung,
cai dau toi da bat dau hoat dong.

"Truwdc gio co ¢ nwdc ngoai a?"

"Puing, t6i mdi quay vé vao tuan trudc."
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Nghia la sau khi Shioriko gi mail. Thoi bu6i nay ngwoi roi Nhat Ban
thi c6 cht ngwdi hoi hwong thwong rat hiém.

"Vay la c6 vé dé gap chi em Shioriko..."

"Khong, dé lo cong viéc."

T6i bang hoang vi bi phu dinh ngay 1ap titc nhuw thé, "Cong viéc?"
"Di nhién r6i, mua ban sach cii. Gio chang phai la thoi co sao?"

T6i khong hiéu thdi co ba néi 1a cai gi, nhung c6 mot diéu ma toi biét
r6i "Co dang md tiém sach cli & nwdc ngoai a?"

"U, chéc sé nhu thé."

Duwong nhu ba khong c6 y boc 16 chi tiét vé tinh hinh ban than nhung
cling khong né tranh cau tra 10i. Toi cd hét sitc nan ra cau hoi tiép theo.
Cudc goi c6 thé két thic bat ct Iic nao. Vi chi em Shioriko, t6i phai tim
hiéu thong tin bang moi cach.

"Bay gio c0 dang ¢ dau tréen nwdc Nhat a?"

Bét chot tiéng coi bao & noi chan tau réo vang. To6i ap sat 6ng nghe
vao tai dé khong b soét cau tra 10i.
"0, cau van chua biét a?"

Nghia la sao? Tiéng dich chuyén cua tau dién dang vong dén gan.
Nghe am 7 khac thuong.

"A! " T6i cét cao giong. Am thanh phat ra khong nhitng c6 thé nghe
thdy bén ngoai, ma con cd trong dwong day nita. Nghia la Shinokawa
Chieko dang & cho c6 am thanh nay. T6i ngang mat 1én, cang mat nhin vé
phia ctta kinh.
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MGt phu nit téc dai cam dién thoai dang ditng & cho chd tau bén nha
ga. Ba mac 4o khoac den va vay dai dong mau, trong nhw mot cai bong. Nét
mat cho thdy ba cling kha nhiéu tudi, nhin tir xa thi giong Shioriko dén
dang sg, nhung giong mot ban sao hac &m hon 1a me cta co.

"Xin chao, cau Gora Daisuke."

Shinokawa Chieko dang nhin cham chu vé huéng téi qua cap kinh mat
mau nhat. T6i khong sao nhiic nhich dwgc treéc anh mat sac bén nhw dao

ay.

Khéng ro trang thai d6 kéo dai bao lau. Ro6i tau dién di t6i va chan
ngang tam mat khién ching t6i khong con nhin thdy nhau. T6i bat chot tha
phao nhe nhom, r6i nghe thay tiéng cta tau dién mé & dau day bén kia.

"Toi sé lai dén nita. Gri 10i hdi tham tGi cac con gai t6i nhé!"

Cudc goi két thuc. Toéi béd 6ng nghe xudng, lao ra ngoai ding lic tau
dién cham cham rdi ga. Toa cudi cung lwét qua. Chang con thay béng dang
Shinokawa Chieko dau ntra.

Hoang hon buéng xudéng nha ga vang bong nguoi, den dién lan luogt
bat sang.
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Chuyén thi? nhat: Ac quy trén hoang dao

Sau hom Chieko xuéat hién, t6i dén tiém sach cii Biblia t* sang sGm.
Chinh x4ac la dén tang hai nha chinh, va t6i dang budc sach cii lai r6i dem ra
ngoai theo chi thi cia c6 chu tiém. Du viéc t6i dang lam khong khac may
so vOi nhiém vu thwvong ngay, nhung day la chuyén nho va mang tinh ca
nhan.

Tang hai la mot can phong kiéu Nhat c6 hai gian lién nhau, noi sinh
hoat cua Shioriko. Mitc do0 mé sach qua di thuwong, quay huéng nao ciling
dung sach cii.

"Anh c6 xem lich st cudc goi khong?"

Shioriko héi vong sang ttr gian ké bén. Gigng c0 rat giong giong nguoi
me t0i nghe hom qua. Vira lam viéc, t6i vira ké lai chuyén da xay ra.

"A, to6i xem roi. La so dién thoai an danh."

Miéng tra 10i, tay t6i van déu dan quan day vao nhitng quyén sach cii
bia cttng trén nén chiéu. Bat chot, t6i chid y dén quyén sach c6 gay nhiéu
mau vdi dong chit Tong quat vé van hoc gia twdng thé gidi ctia nha xuat
ban Kokusho.
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Sau cudc goi, toi kiém tra ngay va thdy so goi dén da an hién thi. Chac
Chieko khong mudn céac con lién lac duwgc vGi minh. Chinh la dé khi nao
thich thi "sé lai dén nita". Pung la ich ki!

"T6i doan la ba dang lam viéc lién quan dén séach cii."
"Thé a?"

Shioriko ngoanh phat dau lai. C6 dang ngoi trén tatami, hai chan xép
sang mot bén, luvng quay vé phia téi. Tt gdu vay ca ro dai 16 ra phan chan
di tat. Troi con lanh nén c6 khoac ao len dét.

"Va hinh nhu van lién lac véi nhitng nguwoi quen dang lam cong viéc
lién quan dén sach cii."

Trong dau t6i bong hién ra mét tdm thiép Giang sinh. D6 la tam thiép
Shinokawa Chieko gtti cho chua tiém sach cii Hitori h6i cudi nam ngoai.
Ong chu tiém coi ba dy nhw ké thut nén da phét 16 tdm thiép, nhung véi
nhitng dong nghiép khac, néu ba cé trao déi va giao dich than thiét hon thi
cling khong co gi la la.

"Vao thoi diém nay, c6 Chieko dén day dé lam gi?" Du ba néi la vi
cong viéc, nhung téi nghi ly do khong chi c6 thé.

"Ba ta ma néi la cong viéc thi ding la cong viéc ddy." Shioriko tra 19i
mot cach thd 0. "Nghe bdo hé gap dong dat 16n la sé c6 nhitng ngudi ham
doc rii bé tu sdch cia minh. Thuc t€, sau tran dong dat lich sit Hanshin cach
day mudi sdu nam, cac bd swu tap da o at xa ra thi truong. T6i khong biét
lan nay thé nao, nhwng chac ba ta quay lai véi hi vong mua dwgce nhiéu sach
ca."

Thi ra day chinh la "thoi co" a? Néu diang thi toi khong thé coi
Shinokawa Chieko la nguwoi dang hoang dwogc. Vi ba lai xem thién tai nhw
co hoi kiém chac.

https://thuviensach.vn



"Minh tiép tuc théi. Ciing khéng con thoi gian nita."

Nghe Shioriko nhac nh@, t6i 6m ldy chong sach da budc gon gang,
trong do c6 quyén Tong quat vé van hoc gia twdng thé gidi, buwdc ra hanh
lang. Van san kéu cot két lam toi bat gidc nhin xuéng chan dé kiém tra. Du
doan la 4o giac, nhung t6i van thay tang hai hoi nghiéng.

Dao nay chung toi lién tuc mang sach cii & day xuéng. Di nhién la tai
tran dong dat thang trudc. Khong chi ngoai tiém ma ngay nha chinh ciling
sap mat vai gia 16n, sach dé ngon ngang khong con ché dat chan.

Viéc stta chita chinh thitc bat dau khi ctta tiém hoat dong trd lai,
nhung vét nitt 16n xuat hién trén twong da tré thanh van de twong doi
nghiém trong. Shioriko c6 nhd nguwdi quen la kién tric su kiém tra gidp va
dugc biét 1a ngoai stra chita, ngoi nha cling can gia c6 dé chiu dugc dong
dat. Hon nita, néu mudn tang sttc chita sach thi nén gia c6 ca san va vai cho
khac. Shioriko da bi thuyét phuc va quyét dinh sé thi cong & quy mé 1én
hon. Chinh vi thé, d6 dac phdi dugc don ra khéi tang hai. Nhan dip nay,
chuing t6i tién thé sap xép lai bd swu tap ca nhan cda c6 va thanh ly nhitng
dau sach trung. Hang sang toi dén day trudc gio ma ctra tiém, budc sach cii
va di chuyén chiing theo hwéng dan cua Shioriko. Bay khong phai cong
viéc ma chi don thuan la gitap do, vi t6i khong nhan lwong.

T6i 6m nguyén cho sach cii budc xuéng cau thang, mang vao mét can
phong tam dung lam nha kho. Vira dinh quay lai tang hai thi c6 tiéng goi
"Anh Gora oi!".

MGt ¢6 gai dang nguwdi nho nhan dang ditng dang sau. Minh van bo do
thé thao cii, ngoai khoac 4o dinh mii mau trang, nhin kiéu gi ciing thay day
la quan 4o mdc & nha. Mai toc budc sau gay trong nira nam nay da dai ra
kha nhiéu.
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"Chao Ayaka." To6i dap lai. Bay la lan gdap mat dau tién trong hom nay
cua chung toi.

"A, em xin 10i nhé, anh Gora."
"H4, xin 16i vi chuyén gi?"

"Vi dé anh phai giip d& moi ngay day a. Em thi hoan toan khong biét
gi vé sach ca. A, anh di don xong chua?"

Qua may cau hai, t6i hiéu rang hai chi em van chwa hoan toan lam
lanh v&i nhau. Néu binh thwong thi chac c6 bé da ty minh 1én tang hai dé
xac nhan tryee tiép roi.

"Chuwa dau, phai con mot niva niva."
Shinokawa Ayaka nghiéng dau, "Mat nhiéu thdi gian dén thé a?"

"U'... vi nhiéu sach qua." T6i néi nét r6i quay lén tang hai. Ca toi va
shioriko cung hop sttc sap xép, vay ma cong viéc chang tién trién duwgc bao
nhiéu.

Vao dén noi thi thady Shioriko van ng6i véi tw thé nhu ban nay, toi
nhin quanh can phong hai gian kiéu Nhat mét lan nita. Chi c6 mot cai ban,
mot ti quan ao va chiéc givong ngu, ngoai ra thi toan la gia sach. Nhitng
quyén sach cti 1on xon da dugc don di kha kha nén cé thé nhin thay bén goc
twong va chiéu tatami. Pang sau canh ctra kéo dong kin la ti am twong, di
nhién cling chat day sach cii. Bay gio ching t6i dang dang tan cong dén cho
tt nay. Can phai phan loai xem giit quyén nao, thanh ly quyén nao.

"Phil... Phii phi... Phil..."

Toi nghe thdy mot am thanh khong phai tiéng thd cling khong phai
tiéng thi tham. Chac c6 dinh huyt sdo. D6 ia théi quen cta Shioriko moi khi
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mé madi. Lai nita r6i, t6i budng tiéng thd dai. To6i rwén nguwdi 1én nhin qua
vai ¢0, qua nhién thdy c6 dang miét mai doc mot cuén sach dat trén dau
goi.

"Sach gi vay?"

Shioriko quay phat lai, gio quyén sach lén truwedc nguc, dung dwa qua
lai. BO® moi hong dao khé nd nu cwdi, phia sau trong kinh la d6i mat den
sang ryc. Toi giat minh trwdc lan da mong manh dang do tng cua co.

"La ban in dau tién quyén Than thoai mua dong cta Kobayashi
Nobuhiko! Vi khong thay dau nén t6i da tim suot!"

"0O..." Binh thuong toi s& héi ngay vé ndi dung cudn sach. Toi thich
nghe ndi chuyén vé sach lam, con c6 mot khi da néi thi khong ngung
duoc...

"La tiéu thuyét phat hanh nam 1966, mét kiét tac khac hoa cudc so tan
tap thé caa hoc sinh trong chién tranh Thai Binh Dwong dwa trén nhitng trai
nghiém ctia ban than tac gid. Nhan vat chinh la 16p trudng, cau ta thudc sb
hoc sinh bi khong ché bai nhitng tro bao lwc ngam, sau dan dan bi c6 1ap va
san lung. A..." N6i tGi day co da binh tinh tré lai. Pang bi cudn hit vao cau
chuyén, t6i cling c6 phan ng twong tw. Shioriko co minh va nham chat
mat. "Cu6i cung cling tim thdy, rm, anh hay dé cai nay vao cho da lay ra
gium toi nhé!"

Co6 cam cudbn sach bang hai tay va dwa cho t6i. Chac do t6i twdng
twgng hay sao ma trong c6 van con tiéc nudi. Tién do ré ra chinh la vi
Shioriko ct* mai miét doc sach kiéu nay. Binh thwong, thu mua bd swu tap
ctia nguwoi khac vai s6 lwvgng 16n thi c6 luén don xong trong thdi gian ngan,
nhung gap chinh bd swu tap cia minh thi bong khong suon sé chiit nao.

"Xin 16i da lam phién anh..."
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"Khong sao. Cit lam thong tha." T6i nhan quyén Than thoai mua dong
roi dat 1én trén chéng sach van nghé thoi hau chién. That ra téi khong can
dwgc xin 16i, chi can cing nhau lam gi d6 nhw thé nay ciing vui roi, lai
khong c6 khach lui t6i nhv khi lam viéc trong tiém. Thyc sw chi co hai
ngwoi ma théi. Nghi lai, toi cling ngac nhién vi minh cé thé vui ming chi vi
mot viéc nho nhat nhu vay.

Shioriko ngirng tay, ngwdc 1én nhin téi. Nhat ¢ nhat dong déu bi doi
theo nén t6i khong thé binh tinh dugc.

"Sao vay?"

"Anh Daisuke nay." Goi xong, khong biét vi sao c0 lai nhin xudng dau
g0i, e then cham cac dau ngon cuia hai ban tay vao nhau. Khoang thoi gian
im lang kéo dai mét lic. Ro6i c6 tiéng chudng reo ¢ 16i vao nha chinh. Hinh
nhw ai do tGi tham. "T6i da duwgce anh Daisuke gitip d& rat nhiéu. Vay nén,
hom nao..."

Tbi ha h6c mém ngac nhién. Ao gidc hay sao ma nghe nhv cd dang rt
toi hen ho, du t6i nghi rang kha nang dé bang am & c6 gai nay.

"Hom nao..."

Tiéng chan ram rap chay Ién. Shioriko mim moi nghi ngd nhin ra hanh
lang. T6i suyt tac ludi, ai pha ngang ma dung luc ghe.

"Chi a!"

Nguoi xuat hién di nhién la Shinokawa Ayaka, trong b6 dang nhén
nhac phai néi la hiém thay.

"Bay gio, ¢ 16i vao, me...."
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No6i t6i day, c6 bé ngirng lai 1y hoi. Ching t6i nhw bi déng bang.
Muoi nam bat tam, khong thé nao méi goi dién hom qua ma hom nay da
dich than t6i dugc. Nhung cau tiép theo méi thue sw bat ngo.

"C6 nguoi tGi, noi la c6 viéc héi me. Ho bao em néu me khong & day
thi hdy goi ngwoi ranh vé sach cii ra."

2
T6i xuéng tang mot, bat dau quét don tiém.

Shioriko dang ti€p nguwoi vira t6i trong phong khach nha chinh. Vi
khong con viéc gi lam & tang hai nén t6i quyét dinh chuan bi mé civa tiém.

Viéc chi dich danh Shinokawa Chieko cho thdy day khong phai la
cong viéc binh thwong cta tiém sach cii. Thang tredc cling c6 nguwdi dén
nhg tiém 1ay lai ban in dau tién tdc pham Mua xuan va Tu la cia Miyazawa
Kenji, 1an nay ciling giéng nhu thé chang, ma khéng khéo lai la viéc rac r6i
hon. Liéu cé hén quan gi dén chuyén ngay hom qua khong? Vira lau bui
trén ké vira luan quan suy nghi, t6i nghe tiéng dong cira khe khé & 16i vao
nha chinh. Chéac la khach vé r6i. Téi vén rém cita kinh. Néu muén ra ga thi
vi khach do phai di vong qua mat tredc tiem.

T6i dgi mot luc thi qua nhién thdy mét phu nit ditng tuéi map map,
madc chiéc do khodac 16ng ré tién, mang tti xach trang tri dang ten di qua. Ba
ngoai ndm muoi tudi, la nguwdi to6i khong quen biét. Ba chi liéc nhanh vao
ctra tiém ro6i nhanh chéng di mat. Téi tham thac mac. Néu hitng thu vGi
sach thi phai sang tiem ngo nghiéng mot chut chit. Lé nao ba khong phai la
nguoi mé sach ct?

Canh ctra thong véi nha chinh mé ra, Shioriko chdng nang xuat hién.
Po6i may cd nhiu lai nhw béi réi.

"Co chuyeén gi vay?"

https://thuviensach.vn



Nghe t6i hoi, c6 van gitt nguyén nét mat, nhwng dau hoi nghiéng sang
mot bén, "La chuyén ddc biét can trao doéi lién quan dén sach cli quy hiém,
nén ho can nguwdi ranh vé mang nay. Cu thé thi gap tryc tiép sé néi."

"Gap truc tiép mdi ndi... Vay ngudi ban ndy la sao?"

"La dai dién. Chinh chua la chi gai ba ta kia." Shioriko m& ngan kéo
quay, vita tra 10i vira tim kiém bén trong.

Hoa ra vay, chi la dén dé chuyén 10i. "Sao chinh cha khong dén?"
"Ba ay bi ké sach d6 vao nguoi trong tran dong dat thang trudce."”

T6i nghi cé chit mé am & day. Néu khong di chuyén dugc thi c6 thé
goi dién thoai ma. Tai sao phai mat cong ctr ngwoi dai dién?

"Ngudi ty thac 1a ngudi thé nao?"
"La mot nguwoi tén Kishiro Keiko."

Toi th luc loi tri nhd, nhung day la mot cai tén toi chwa tirng nghe
qua.

"Co phai khach cuaa tiéem minh khong?"
"Cé thé. T6i cling khong biét nita. Nghe noéi nguwdi ay séng &
Yukinoshita, lic trwdc hay mua sach tir tiém ching ta bang cach dat hang

theo danh muc."

Yukinoshita 1a noi cé6 dén Tsurugaoka Hachimangu néi tiéng, ciing
nam trong dia phan Kamakura. Cho d6 khong xa tiém nay lam.

(Tw day tré di, nha Kishiro Keiko sé duwgc cac nhan vat nhac dén bang
chi ddu "¢ Kamakura" (néu ho dang & tinh khac), hodc "& Yukinoshita"
(néu ho dang & cling tinh Kamakura). D6 1a do pham vi cang hep thi cang
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chi tiét, giong nhw khi cing & Ha Noi, ngudi ta sé n6i nha t6i & quan Hai
Ba Trung, nhung khi xuéng Hai PhOng, ngudi ta s& néi nha t6i ¢ Ha Noi
vay)

Truwde kia, nguwoi xir Ly cong viéc mua ban tr xa cta tiém nay la
Shinokawa Chleko. Vao thoi budi dat hang qua mang chwa pho bién, viéc
mua ban sach cii tir xa sé dwgc tién hanh theo hinh thitc dat hang qua dién
thoai hodc buu dIén sau khi xem danh muc ma tiém sach gti. Chac ciing
giong dat mua theo catalog. Di nhién hién gio van con nhiéu tiém ban sach
theo hinh thitc dat hang dya trén danh muc, nhung vai nam gan day thi
Biblia khong lam thé nita.

"Vay ba dy dén tiém bao gio chwa?"

"Nén néi sao nhi? C6 nhiéu khach hang chu yéu dat hang theo danh
muc thoi... A, day ro6i." Shioriko 1dy trong ngan kéo ra quyén s day déng
bia da mau den.

HGi VaY?"

T ngoai quay nhin vao, t6i thady né duwgc lam can than nhw s6 sach ké
toan. Bon goc troc hét ca, xem chirng da kha cii.

"Pay la danh ba khach hang. Bay gio dit liéu dugc lvu trén may tinh,
nhung ngay xwa thi toan bg thong tin dugc ghi vao day."

Co vtra néi vira lat danh ba. Ho tén va dia chi duwoc ghi li ti. Cac trang
chia theo bang chi cai, chac dinh sé ghi thém nén c6 chtra khoang tréng.
Ciling c6 nhiéu tén bi gach x6a, han la nhitng ngwoi da khuat hodc da
chuyén nha ma tiém khong biét dia chi mai.

Shioriko m@ mdt trang ghi tén cac khach hang bat dau bang chi "Ki",
ngon tay thon dai lan lwgt do tirng dong. Nhung khong thay tén nao doc la
"Kishiro Keiko" ca.
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"La that day!" Co quay lai vai trang tredc do, kiém tra thém lan nita.
"Hay la nguwoi ta két hon va déi ho roi?"

"Khong dau, t6i nghi la con doc than. Vi theo 16i ngudi em, ba ay van
song mot minh tr khi trwedng thanh. Tw dgt ta de bi thwong, ngudi em méi
tGi & cung dé cham séc... A!"

"Sao vay?"
"Anh nhin ch6 nay xem."

Co tr6 mot cai tén bat dau bang chit "Ka" & trang trwdc do. Kayama
Akira, dia chi khu ph6 6, Yukinoshita, tinh Kamakura. Tiép theo, phan
nguwoi nhan ghi "Kishiro Keiko".

"Chac la ngudi nay nhi?"
"Con nguoi tén Kayama?"

"T6i mdi nhin thay lan dau. Néu danh ba chinh xéac, t6i nghi ngwoi tén
Kayama da ¢ nha ba Kishiro."

"Nhuwng ba &y & mot minh su6t ma?"
"Hay chi tai c6 em gai khéng biét thaéi..."

Dau thé thi ciing van ki la. Khong hiéu tai sao ho tén khach quen lai
khong dugc ghi chép dang hoang trong danh ba khach hang.

"Day la chit cia me. Nguwoi ghi tén va dia chi nay la me."
Bau khong khi chim vao yén lang.
Pung la mot cau chuyén la. Noi dung uy thac khong r6 rang, nhan vat

tén Kayama la mot dau hoi. Shinokawa Chieko thi thoat an thoat hién.
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"C6 c6 nghi la ay thac nay lién quan dén sy xuat hién ctia me c6
khong?" T6i hai.

"Van chwa thé néi dugc gi. Toi cling c6 cam giac thoi diém qua trung
hgp, nhung vi ba dy la ngwoi nhay bén véi sach cii, nén chac chi la ngau
nhién thoi.

"Co co di gap nguoi nay khong?"

"Di chit." Co trd 10i dit khoat dén bat ngd. "Pa cé kha nang lién quan
dén me thi t6i cang khong thé ng6i yén. Toi nhan l1a chiéu mai sé tGi."
Nén thé. Du sao di nita Shinokawa Chieko ciing ting cé tién 1€ uy

hiép khi mua ban sach cii. Ngay ca t6i day, du chi mdi ti€p xic hom qua,
cling c6 thé hiéu dwgc noi bat an ctia Shioriko.

"Vi thé, a... néu anh Daisuke c6 thé, thi..." Mat c6 nhin xuéng, miéng
néi li nhi. Tryc gidc mach bao t6i c6 dang muoén noi gi.

"A, di nhién t6i s& cling di chi. Téi s& 14i xe."
"0, c6 that khong?"

"Twr dau t6i da dinh nhw vay r6i. Ngay mai la ngay nghi dinh ki, ma toi
cling chang c6 dy tinh gi ca."

Shioriko chép mat, nhin cham cham vao t6i nhw khan thiét nho va,
"Cam on anh nhé. Lan nay, t6i sé trd on anh dang hoang... T6i hita day."

Nghe giong c6 tram xuong nhw dang tam sy, toi nudt nwdc miéng
danh yc. Lic ndy 6 tang hai cling Gp tip mé& md, nguwdi nay bi lam sao day?
Chac la chuyén phdi 1ay hét can ddm md&i néi duwge chang? Téi c6 nén ki
vong vao mot co hoi nao khong?
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"Va... vang." Bat chot téi dang hang, giong khac véi moi khi. Cling
kh6 mé 101 hoi c6 sé trd on thé nao. Théi ¢t dgi moi viéc tam xong xudi da.

"Ma 'chuyén dac biét can trao doi' 1a gi thé? Em gai ba ay khong néi
sao?"

"Khong noi cu thé. To6i chi biét moi tén tac gia lién quan trong vu ty
thac nay thoi."

"Tac gia nao?"

Bong dung Shioriko nhin xa xam. Co6 1€ 1a mot tac gia yéu thich cta

"Ranpo."

"Ranpo..." To6i bat giac 1ap lai. Ngay ca t6i cling titng nghe qua cai tén
nay.

"Um."
Shioriko gat dau, "Edogawa Ranpo."

3

Ngay tiép theo trdi trong xanh va dot ngot tré nén am ap.

Trude chua Engaku, cay anh dao canh ctta soat vé tam thoi cua ga
Kita-Kamakura ciing da nd hoa mot nita. Nham duting ltic doan khach tham
quan ti* nha ga téa ra da van, toi lai chiéc xe van di qua dudi tang cay co
lan nhitng nu hoa mau dé. Tiép theo, ching t6i sé t6i nha Kishiro Keiko.

"Anh Daisuke biét Edogawa Ranpo chi&?" Ngoi & ghé phu lai,
Shioriko néi nhu syc nhé ra.
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"T6i chwa doc, nhuwng tén thi cé biét."

Toi trd 161 vGi tam trang khong thodi mai. Nguyén nhan la do hoi nhé
da c6 chuyén xdy ra khién t6i khung hodng tinh than va tir d6 phat sinh mot
"co dia" ki la 1a khong thé doc sach in lién tuc trong thoi gian dai. Du vay,
t0i van c6 niém hitng thu dac biét vdi sach. To6i tré nén than thiét vdi
Shioriko thoat tién la nho thuwong xuyén dugc nghe c6 néi chuyén vé sach.

HOm qua t6i da mudn hoi vé Edogawa Ran nhung lién tuc c6 khach
dén ban sach vai s6 lwvgng nén toi & mat co hoi thong tha dam dao vdi co.

"La tac gia viét series D0i tham t nhi ay nhi?"

Thoi hoc tiéu hoc, vi la thanh vién thwong truc ctia thw vién nén toi
thuwong lam cong viéc cho mugn va tra sach. Toi con nhé series nay, bia
nao ciling vé mat quai nhan va dira tré, gay sach thi in hinh mdt na cuwdi kinh
di. Néu xép thanh mot hang trén gia sach thi du & xa, nhin lw6t qua ciing
biét.

"Hinh nhu quai nhan hai muwoi khuén mat da xudt hién trong bo truyén
thi phai?"

"Pung r6i." Shioriko gat dau. "Quai nhan hai mwoi khuon mat khéng
ra bao lyc nhwng thich st dung tai hda trang thién nghé dé danh cap nhitng
tdc pham my thuat gia tri, con tham t lirng danh Akechi Kogoro cung doi
tham t& nhi thi ddu tranh chong lai han... C6 1€ muc tiéu ctia Ranpo la mot
phién ban danh cho thiéu nién dwa trén khuén mau Arséne Lupin cta
Maurice Leblanc."

"Series d6 day qua nhi! " T6i nhé 1a s6 quyén nhiéu dén mic lap day
mot hang trén gia sach. Khong chi quai nhan hai muwoi khuén mdt, hinh nhw
c6 vai cudn xuat hién cad nguwoi tang hinh va nguwdi ngoai hanh tinh nita. Toi
tirng hoi mot ngwdi ban cung 16p da doc hét series, cau dy ndi la truyén nao
cling giong truyén nao.
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"Um, tuy ciing c6 thoi gian gidn doan, nhung tir ndm 1936, khi tac
pham th nhat 1a 'Quai nhan hai mwoi khuén mat' bat dau dwgc phat hanh
dai ki thi ca series da dwgc viét déu dan trong hai mwoi lam nam lién tuc.
Nhiéu tiéu thuyét Ranpo cong bo vao nira doi sau ctia 6ng ciling nam trong
series nay."

"Hirm? Cho mot chut! Co ndi bat dau tir khi nao?" To6i vo thitc xen
vao. Xe van cua ching t6i da Ién hét con doc dan tdi trung tam Kamakura,
gio n6 dang thong tha xudng doc.

"Nam 1936. La nam xdyra sy kién 26 thang Hai."

(Binh bién 26/2/1936. Cudc dao chinh ctia hon 1000 si quan luc quan
phai bado hoang, mudn lap ndi cdc méi va mudn Nhat hoang dich than nam
triéu chinh, nhung Nhat hoang lai tir ch6i. Sau do cac si quan nay bi dan ap,
nhitng nguwdi cam dau bi hanh quyét tai kinh do)

"0, that vay sao?"
Toi biét n6 la tdc pham xwa cii nhwng khong nghi 1au doi t6i mic ay.
Thé hé doc n6 ding thoi diém ra mat con 16n tudi hon ca 6ng ba ching toi.

"Um, tidc pham thit nhat dwoc chuyén thanh tankobon 1a vao bay muoi
lam nam treace.”

"Dé ma ddc gia ciing khong nghi la n6 xwa dén thé."

"Cé thé lam. Cach déng sach da thay doi, nhan dé hodc mot phan noi
dung ciing duwgc chinh stta cho phu hgp véi thoi dai, dé 16p doc gia méi bt
la l1am... nhwng t6i van nghi ban than né da c6 sitc hap dan vugt thoi gian
r6i."

Pung la trong thw vién cta trwong tiéu hoc, nhitng nam sinh doc
truyén nay déu tré nén say mé. Ho bi hap dan b&i mot doi tham tw chi toan
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thiéu nién. Néu khong dinh "co dia" thi toi cling da muwgn doc roi.
"Akechi Kogoro khong chi xuat hién & series nay ding khong?"

T6i hoi trong lic 1ai xe. Néu néi dén cac tham t lttng danh Nhat Ban
tir thoi xwa thi tdi nghi ngay dén Akechi Kogoro va Kindaichi Kosuke. Du
chi thoang nhin thdy trén phim hay ap phich nhwng t6i van nhé c6é canh doi
dau gitta tham t& v6i my nit mac dé den va leo 1én gac mai.

"T4at nhién. Trudc 'Quai nhan hai mwoi khuén mat' khalau, Akechi
Kogoro da ra mat roi... Trong 'Vu an mang trén doc D' phat hanh nam 1925
co ma."

"A, toi da tirng nghe dau do roi."

Vi c6 chit La tinh nén tén truyén cling lwu lai an twgng kha kha.
Nhung t6i khong biét ndi dung thé nao, tham chi dén gio mdi biét do la dira
con tinh than ctia Edogawa Ranpo.

"Vay Edogawa Ranpo la nguoi thoi dai nao?"

"Ong sinh ndm Minh Tri thit 27 (1894), mat nidm Chiéu Hoa thit 40
(1965). Ong ra mét cong chiing vao ndm Pai Chinh thit 12 (1923), khi vira
tron 28 tudi." Shioriko trd 16i ngay tirc khac. Nh& hét nhitng nién dai thé
nay ké cling dang kham phuc that. Khong biét dau c6 dugc té chitc ra sao.

"Cu0i thoi Pai Chinh, tiéu thuyét suy luan ctia Nhat, bay gio goi la
tiéu thuyét trinh tham, van thudc thé loai chwa may ai ghi nhan. Truéc
Ranpo, gan nhu khong cé tac gia trinh tham chuyén nghiép nao. La tac gia
cta phai c6 dién, 6ng da lién tuc cho ra mat nhitng truyén ngan tap trung
vao viéc gidi dap bi an theo cach suy luan. Tuy cac tdc pham ctia 6ng c6
bién doi theo thoi dai, nhung trong gidi sang tac trinh tham, 6ng van la tac
gia co sy hién dién quan trong va lién tuc. Toi nghi cling khong qua 10i khi
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néi dau chan Ranpo va nhitng ngwoi cung chi hwéng véi 6ng da tao nén
dwong di cho thé loai nay & Nhat."

(O giai doan so khéi, cac truyén c6 ndi dung giai dap bi an dugc gom
chung vao trinh tham. Cung véi sy tang trudng veé tac gia, dé tai, hinh thirc
biéu dat va ti€p xic véi van chwvong nwéc ngoai, thé loai trinh tham dan dan
duwgc chia mang miéng ré rang hon, nhw suy luan co dién, ki bi, t0i pham,
hinh sy, giat gan, can ndo, tam ly...)

N6i t6i day, Shioriko hit sau mot hoi. Chiéc xe van tién dén nga tuv gan
dén Tsurugaoka Hachimangu. Chiing t6i vira trd t&i vach ngya van thi den

giao thong chuyén mau, cac du khach nwéc ngoai bang qua dau xe, roi di
qua cong torii sO ba.

O quang giita phé Wakamiya Oji bén tay phai, c6 mot 16i nhé dan Ién
den. Hai hang anh dao hai bén mdi sap né thoi, nhung cling du tao nén mot

quang canh mé hoadc.

"DPep qua!" Nhoai nguoi ra tv ghé phy, Shioriko thi tham. "Muén di
dau do ghé!"

"Pung roi! Thoi tiét dep thé nay."

Qua la phan ng t6t bat ngo. To6i bong nhd dén cau "tra on" hom qua.
Xem ra, néu coéng viéc xong xudi thi cé thé tht moi co di dau dé. Ma
khong, chang doan dugc co6 gai nay sé phan ng thé nao dau.

"Oi, anh Daisuke!"

Shioriko tré vé phia kinh chan gié. Pen tin hiéu da chuyén sang mau
xanh ty lic nao. T6i danh nhan ga.

"Vay... quay lai cau chuyén khi ndy." Shioriko tiép tuc néi, tinh bo nhw
chua ting sao nhang vi canh quan. "Ranpo cting c6 chut lién hé vGi chung
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ta day."
"Nghia la sao?" T6i héi c6. Hé nhac dén sach la t6i bong bi 16i cuon.
"Trwdc khi ra mat, Ranpo da mé tiém sach cii."
"0, thé a?"

Dot nhién long to6i dang tran cam gidc gan giii vGi tac gia sinh thoi
Minh Tri ay. Chac 6ng cling titng bé vac hang chong sach nhu t6i nhi?

"Trwgc khi thanh nha vin, Ranpo nhay viéc kha nhiéu lan. Ong timng
kinh doanh sach cfi, du chi mot dao ngan, & doc Dango, Sendagi, Tokyo.
Trai nghiém trong thoi gian nay da 4anh xa vao truyén ngan 'Vu an mang
trén doc D' ddy. Vi ndi dung xoay quanh vu giét nguwdi trong phong kin tai
tiém sach cii."

Doc D tic la doc Dango a? T6i cling mudn biét vu giét ngwdi dién ra
thé nao trong phong kin tai tiém sach cfi, nhung ti€c la da tdi noi.

"( day thi phai." T6i ditng xe bén hang rao tre. Theo dia chi thi 1a chd
nay. Thap thoang gitta nhitng tan 14 um tum cta bui tre day dac 1a 16 x6 mai
ngo6i. Pay la mot géc cta khu nha nam tach khéi tinh 16 khong xa
Hachimangu lam nhung cuc ki quanh qué.

Chung t6i xuéng xe, di men theo hang rao tre dén mot cai cong c6 mai
che 16ng lay. Trén hom thw mau dé da gi sét dan miéng gidy keo mau trang
ghi "Kishiro". Shioriko chong nang than trong budc qua nguwdng ctra. San
vwon rat rong nhwng vi nhiéu bui tre nén han ché tam nhin.

"Ng6i nha tuyét voi qua!" Shioriko tram tré nhan xét.

Noi la tuyét voi thi cling diing, nhwng day chi la ngéi nha mot tang da
cii, twong tréc 16 kha nhiéu. Ctra s6 hinh chi¥ nhat lap canh chép, c6 cé ban
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cong quay ra veon. Ngoi nha tao an twgng vé mot biét thy "kiéu Tay" xay
tr thoi Pai Chinh hodc dau thoi Chiéu Hoa. That ki la la ngdi nha nay
khong cho t6i cam giac c6 ngudi sinh song. Nhu thé né dang nin thé dé xo6a
di dau vét ton tai cia minh... Néu con la tré con, dé ma t6i da nghi day la
nha ma.

Vtra bam chudng & tién sanh, ching t6i da nghe tiéng budc chan, roi
ctra giat ra r6 manh. Nguwdoi phu nit ditng tu6i mac 4o 16ng giong hom qua 16
mat ra.

Khuon mat tron tron lang cta ba deo mot cdp kinh nhin nhw kinh lao.
"Céam on chau da cat cong dén day! Xin madi vao!"

Ba nd nu cwoi than mat. Giong xen lan do6i chit trong am la tai, hinh
nhw khong xuat phat tir ving Kanto.

(Vung trong do6 cé thanh phé cac nhan vat chinh dang &)

"Kho... Khong a. Chinh chung chdu mdi phai cam on... Chung chau
dén dé hoi chuyén."

Shioriko bo6i r6i cti dau. Lau lam r6i t6i maGi thay co6 trong bo dang
nhut nhat. Vi gan day viéc tiép khach & tiém cht yéu do t6i ddm nhan nén
co it trao doi truc tiép véi khach la. Shioriko rut ré thé nay tw dung lai
khién to6i thay mGi mé.

Nguoi phu nit dirng mat & t6i. Dang nguwdi t6i cao 16n n6i bat nén han
la gdy chu y. Shioriko lién gidi thiéu, "Anh 4y la nhan vién cta tiém, anh

Daisuke... A khong, Go... Gora..."

Gigi thiéu nhan viéen vdi khach ma di dung tén than!? Khi Shioriko voi
vang chita lai thi con vap vap hon khién ba chu nha cang té ra ngd vuc.
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"Chdau la Gora. Rat han hanh dwgc gap bac!" T6i danh phai tiép 10i,
cui dau chao.

Nghi ki thi, khi chi cé hai nguwdi vGi nhau, du khéng néi chuyén vé
sach thi Shioriko cling dau cé lap bap. Bén gid t6i mdi nhan ra diéu do,
chac do gap mat moi ngay nén to6i khong dé y dén sy thay doi ay.

Sau 16i mdi cta ba cht nha, ching t6i bwdc 1én hanh lang. Tam van lat
san bi xwdc nhe hoi vong xudng. Ngbi nha cii thé nay chac cting phai rung
lac kha nhiéu trong tran dong dat thang truedc. Ké sach bi do cling la chuyén
binh thvong.

"Thé, thé bac Kishiro Keiko..."

"Chi ay dang & dang kia, nhung trudc hét... A, tdi goi chau 1a Shioriko
duwogc cha?"

"Va... vang."

"Chi Keiko n6i mu6n chau xem gitip dong sach trong nha nay xong roi
mai hoi chuyén. Chau vao xem sach trueéc nhé?"

Em gai ba Keiko buwdc di ngay, khong dgi nghe chung toi trd 10i. Tw
am sac khi goi "chi Keiko", c6 thé nhan ra ho rat than nhau.

Qua ctta kéo dang ma@, t6i thay cac phong déu thwa thét do dac. Ngay
ca cac goc nha ciing dugc don dep dang hoang. That khé ma phong doan ca
tinh cha nhan.

"Ma hinh nhu toi chwa ty gigi thiéu... Toi la Tanabe Kuniyo."

Nguoi phu nit dot nhién xung tén nhw thé bay gio méi nhd ra. Co vé
Shioriko cling chwa dwgc nghe céi tén nay nén boi réi cui dau, "Xin bac
giup do a."
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"T6i nhé hon chi Keiko hai tudi. Két hon xong thi déi ho... Chong t6i
bi bénh mat 1au lam roi, con trai dang hoc dai hoc & Tokyo. Hién t6i song
mot minh, gid cling khong ban di lam nita nén dinh & day dén khi vét
thuwong cta chi Keiko lanh han."

"Nha bac Ta... Tanabe ¢ dau a?"
"Chau ctt goi toi la Kuniyo cho ty nhién. Nha toi ¢ tinh Miyagi."

Bau khong khi bong trd nén nang né. Pay la mot trong nhitng tinh
chiu thiét hai nang vi dong dat. Ba Kuniyo quay lai v&i nu cwdi trén mat,
"A, khu phé t6i séng khong anh huwéng nhiéu. Vi bién & xa. Trong nha chi
c6 do dac xo 1éch thoi, khong ton hai gi hét... Ngwoc lai & day chac khé
khan lam ding khong? Vi tiém sach thi toan d6 nang ma."

Ngay cé toi cling hiéu dugc 1a ba dang chuyén cha dé. Chac 1a ba quan
tam dén chung t6i, hodc c6 chuyén khong mudn noéi cu thé.

"Cho chau cling khong dén noi... Chi c6 vai ké sach bi do."
"Cha, vay la giong chi Keiko roi. Cai chan dé, do dong dit ma ra a?"
Lung Shioriko cing do, "Khong, cai chan nay... la chuyén tw trude.”

DPay la vét thwong do mot ké cuong sach cii tén la Tanaka Toshio gay
ra vao nam ngoadi, lién quan dén ban in dau quy gia ctia Dazai Osamu. Vét
thwong nhin bén ngoai da lanh nhuwng van phai tiép tuc dung nang.

"Séch dé & day."

Kuniyo ditng tredc canh ctra & goc trong cung, 1ay chia khoa tra vao 6.
Trong nha ma cling khoa ctra, nghia la kho sach cii nay rat quy gia.

Ctra vira mé thi khong khi lanh hoa lan véi bui va mui gidy cii xdc ra.
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"Xin moi."

Nghe goi, Shioriko budc vao. Toi budc theo co. Po6 la mot can phong
kiéu Tay rong rai, bon phia hau nhu toan la ta sach. Cé 1é phong nay ciing
duwgc dung lam thw phong nén ban 16n va ghé duwgc dat trang trong ngay
chinh gitra.

Trén vach twong do6i dién véi cira ra vao la mot 6 ctra s6 nhé lap song
sat. Ctra bi khéa chat, chitng té cht nha da canh giit can phong rat nghiém
ngat.

"Cac chau c¥ xem thoai mai nhé! Peé t6i duwa chi Keiko t4i."
Kuniyo dong ctra va di mat. T6i nhin mdt lwgt s6 sach xung quanh.

Khong chi cé tankobon bia cttng ma sach kho nhé c& shinsho va ca tap
chi s6 cii cling nhiéu. Thanh nién mdi, Pa quy, Cau lac bé ké chuyén,
King... Cubn nao cling cti hét. Téi nhin thdy nhiéu nhan dé c6 chi¥ "sat

nhan", "vu an", "chét" nén cé vé day la mot bo swu tap sach tw duy va suy
luan.

Chi c6 diéu, tap chi khong duwgc xép theo nién dai, trén gia sach cé
nhitng khodng trong ki la. Tong thé trong kha 16n xon, dwong nhw sach chi
duwgc dé tam lén day.

"Nhiéu sach ctia Edogawa Ranpo that!"

To6i bat chuyén vdi Shioriko. Nhitng gdy sach ghi tén "Edogawa
Ranpo" bang ca hai kiéu chit Han cli va méi nam rdi rdc & cac gia trong
phong. Hau nhw khong c6 nhan dé nao toi biét.

"Chac la day dua toan bd r6i..." Shioriko thi tham c6 nén con phan
khich.
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HHé?ll

"Cac tac pham danh cho ngudi tredng thanh phat hanh ltic Ranpo con
song déu hién dién & day... Ké ca tap chi cii c6 dang cac tac pham ay nita."

4

"Nghia la bd swu tap nay rat tuyét voi phai khong?"

"Um. Lan dau tién t6i thdy mot bo swu tdp Ranpo day da dén thé."
Mat Shioriko sang 1én nhw dita tré duge dan vao phong d6 choi.
"A, anh Daisuke, hay nhin cai kia di!"

Co bat ngo cit cao giong, tré ké trang tri dat dwdi ctra s6. Mat t6i bi
hit ngay vao td gidy mau bén trong goc ctra kinh.

Hién thé 1a méng do, mong dém mdi la thue, Ranpo.

(Cau Ranpo hay viét moi khi dwoc xin chit ki, c6 nghia la "Thé gidi
hién thye chi la mo, chinh gidc mo dém méi la thue.")

Nét but 16ng den tham, bay buém. "Hién thé" tirc 1a thé gidi hién thuc
a? Nghe day dw vi, m6t cau néi an twgng.

"Trén t¢ gidy mau do6 la chir viét caa Ranpo a?"

"Co Ié vay... To gidy nay xuat hién kha nhiéu trén thi trwong. Nhung
toi dang noi cai bén canh co!"

Co chong nang budc dén trude ké trang tri, khom nguwdi xuéng ngam
nghia do vat bén canh t¢ gidy mau. D6 la mot chiéc mat na c6 nu cuwdi rgn
nguwoi. Chat liéu ré tién, 16p son duwong nhuw la mau vang kim da phai di
toan bo.
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Ua?

Thiét ké trong quen quen... Suy nghi mot 1at, t6i nhan ra n6 giong hét
hinh & gdy series D4i tham tt nhi trong thw vién treong tiéu hoc.

"Cai nay la gi vay?"

"La mdt na vang."

"Madt na vang a?"

"La siéu trom xudt hién trong tiéu thuyét Mat na vang cta Ranpo,
cung dang vdi nhan vat quai nhan hai mwoi khudon mdt. Pung nhu tén goi,
han hay deo mdt na vang khi xuét hién, cwép nhitng tdc pham my thuat c6
gia tri... Truyén nay dugc dang trong hai nam 1930 - 1931, va tré thanh mot
de tai nong hoi thoi bay gio."

"Ua? C6 dang néi dén truyén ding khong? Con cai mit na nay thi 1a
gi?"

Khong thé nao c6 mét tén trom nhu thé ngoai doi thiwe. Shioriko tra 16i
ma khong quay dau lai.

"La vat pham quang cdo."
"Vat pham quang cao?"

"Luc phat hanh Edogawa Ranpo toan tap vao nam 1931, nha xuat ban
Heibonsha da quang cao bang cach treo tha mét na vang ti san thuwgng cac
trung tam thwong mai xuéng dwéi. Mat na ay lam bang nhya xenlulo. C6 1€
chinh la cai nay day. Nghe néi hién gid khong con nita... T6i cling mdi thay
né6 lan dau tién."

CO vtra thao thao gidi thich vira dan chat mat kinh va tran vao ctta
kinh. Xem chtrng day dung la mot vat quy hiém. Nhung t6i lai quan tam
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dén chuyén khac.
"Cach quang ba hay qua!"

Tém lai la quang ba bang mén do an theo nhan vat. Cach lam nay van
dwoc ap dung trong thoi dai ngay nay.

"Pung roi. Hon nita ban dau, ngudi ta con dy dinh thd mat na tir may
bay xudng day. Nghe noi chinh la y twéng ctia Ranpo."

"0, tac gia a?"

Cudi cung Shioriko cling nhin vé phia t6i, co6 gat dau, tran hoi do duwéi
lan toc mai bay bay. Dan mdt qua sat vao kinh day ma.

"Ong 4y 1a mot tac gia cta trwong phai suy luan cd dién nhi?"

Thé ma lai ndy ra y twdng mau me nhuw vady. Néi nao ngay, mat na
vang va quai nhan hai mwoi khuon mat cting chang c6 vé gi la nhan vat
trinh tham ca.

"Pung la ldc méi ra mat, Ranpo hoat dong theo phong cach kha phu
hop véi cai goi la c6 dién. Nhung tir khi viét truyén dai ki dang trén tap chi
thi dwong 16i ctia 6ng bat dau thay doi, c6 nhitng yéu t6 khac da xuat hién
manh mé hon. Ciing c6 nguoi cho rang nhitng yéu té6 nay mdi la dac trung
cua phong cach Ranpo, va dugc danh gia kha cao."

"Yéu t6 khac, cu thé 1a gi?"
"DE coi... A, dai loai thé nay..."

No6i doan, co 1dy ra mot quyén sach mong dong dap ghim tir gia sach
bén canh ké trang tri. Trén bia sach in nhitng hoa van ki la c6 nhan dé ghi
theo chiéu ngang: Tranh bang ac toi.
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Shioriko chéng nang di chuyén dén ghé roi ngoi phich xudng.
"Tap sach do la...?"

"Pay la mot trong nhitng phu luc cia Edogawa Ranpo toan tap do
Heibonsha phat hanh, nhan dé 'T6i 4c bang tranh'."

Pung roi, sach v& ngay xwa, khi viét ngang sé doc tir bén phai sang.
T6i dam xau ho vi sy thiéu hiéu biét cda minh, tham do6i lai thanh "T6i ac
bang tranh" roi rwén c6 sang, nhin nhitng trang sach lat gid lién tuc. Tap
sach nho chita toan nhitng anh va tranh ghé ron nhw cac dang mau me, thoi
diém thi hanh an treo c6, tham chi 1a ca thi thé bi rdi ra titng manh. Cling c6
nhiéu hinh dnh khong lién quan lam dén t6i ac.

Shioriko dirng tay giita lic birng birng hung phan 14t di 1at lai nhitng
trang sach. O chd dirng 1a tdm hinh ngudi phu ni? bj tréi trong tinh trang 16a
thé, c6 dong chu thich "Sy hanh ha sung swéng day khodi cdm cua hai
nguoi thich nguge dai va thich bi nguge dai!". Hinh anh va cau van da qua
cli, nhung tém lai la néi vé tro SM. Shioriko m& to mat, ké madt sat trang
gidy, "Day la tranh ctia Seiu? Chac khong phai..."

Trong ltc lam bam, chitng nhw swc nhé la t6i dang & bén canh,
Shioriko cudng cuéng déng sach lai. Nhung that ra, ngwdi cé phan ng xau
ho lai 1a toi.

"Thoi dai bdy gio ma dwa sach nay ra cé sao khong?"

T6i hoi dé thay doi khong khi. Trang xi nhé in rd "Phéat hanh ngay 10
thang Nam nam Chiéu Hoa thi bay (1932)."

"C6 chtt... Phu luc nay bi cam lwu hanh ngay lap tic."
Cling dé hiéu thoi. Céac hinh anh c6 tinh kich thich kha manh mé, ngay

ca & thoi bubi nay.
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"Tai sao ngwdi ta lai lam phu luc nhw thé? La toan tdp cua tac gia

N "

ma...

"Nguoc lai, toi nghi chinh vi la toan tap cia Edogawa Ranpo nén mdi
lam thé day." Shioriko néi "Trong khodng thdi gian Heibonsha phat hanh
cac toan tap thi tiéu thuyét trinh tham, dac biét la cac tdc pham ctia Ranpo,
thuwong duwgce cong ching cho la phu hgp véi nhitng hinh anh ki di nhw &
quyén sach nho nay. Thoi ki dau c6 rat nhiéu tac phdm ma trong do, nguoi
ta gidu di yéu t6 giai dap bi an dé trung ra bia nhitng hinh dnh miéu ta t6i ac
tan khoc hay nhitng tinh hudng ki do va thé hién tam ly di thwong dé thu
hat sy chi y, nhe cudn truyén vira Chuyén la vé ddo Panorama chang han."

"Cudn do noi tiéng 1am phai khong?"

To6i khong chac 1am, nhung nhé la da ting nghe qua cum tr "dao
Panorama". Hoéa ra la tdc pham ctia Edogawa Ranpo.

"Um, d6 1a mot kiét tdc dwgc rat nhidu nguoi biét dén... Ban than
Ranpo goi no6 la tiéu thuyét do twdng veé toi ac. Nhan vat chinh mao nhan la
mot ngwoi giau c6 gidong hét minh nhwng da dot ti, va tao dung mot thé
gigi trong mo bang so6 tai san to 16n cua nguwdi do. Noi chung day la dang
trinh thdAm ma an mang xay ra va dugc gidi quyét lién tiép trong sudt chiéu
dai cau chuyén, va boi canh chinh la 'dat nwédc Panorama' do nhan vat chinh
xay dung."

"Pat nwdc Panorama a?"

"Néu dién ta bang mot cum twr, c6 thé noéi la 'thién dwong nhan tao'.
Trén hon dao nhé, nhan vat chinh xay lén mot cong trinh 16n r6i tao ra ca
mot thé gidi tw nhién da dang, cudi thién nga do nguwdi mac do thu bong
doéng gia bang qua thung liing, hay cu6i lwa di trong rieng ram...."

"That giong cong vién gidi tri theo cha de."
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T6i lién twéng dén "Vwong qudc cua gidc mo va phép thuat" &
Urayasu, Chiba. Cho d6 ciling giong thién dwong nhan tao.

(Tc Tokyo Disneyland)

"Cé 1é vay." Shioriko mim cwdi. "T6i nghi rang Ranpo dp G wéc mo vé
mot thé gidi khac tach roi cudc song thwong ngay. Chi huwéng dé khong
chirng cling két noi vGi series Poi tham tir nhi. Co thé noi, sy xuat hién cia
quai nhan huyén bi la diém khéi dau cho cau chuyén."

T6i quay lai nhin t¢ gidy mau & ké trang tri, "Hién thé la mong éo,
mong dém mdi la thye." Co 1€ day 1a cau no6i xuat phat tir ao wdc vé mot thé
gidi trong mo.

Khong biét tai sao t6i lai nhd dén Shinokawa Chieko. Vu uy théac ki la
hom nay nhw dwge khoi ra tiv sy xuat hién cta ba vay. Bang di bao lau
khong tiép xtc, dot ngot trd ve roi lai ra di mat tam, hét nhu mot dang quai
nhan nao do. Nhung day la doi thue chir ¢o phai truyén dau.

"Ua?" B4t ngd t6i dirng mét trudc quyén Toi 4c bang tranh dit trén
ban. "Quyén sach dang kep cai gi thi phai?"

Co6 mot manh gidy nho nho ra trén dau mét trang bén trong. Chac vi
né nam tudt trong gay sach nén chung téi da khong dé y.

"Pung r6i... Cai gi vay nhi?"

Shioriko 16i t& gidy ra. D6 la nhan gia. Tén sach va sé tién vugt bon
chir s6 dugc ghi tay, tén tiém in theo chiéu ngang.

Tiém sach cti Hitori

Truwdc ga Tsujido
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Chuing t6i bat chgt nhin nhau. Hitori la tiém sach cii tredc nha ga
Tsujido. Chu tiém la mot nguwdi dan ong tén Inoue rat ghét me con nha
Shinokawa. Mdi day 6ng ta da gay su v6i ching t6i vi cuén Co6 géi bo cong
anh tuyét ban bi danh cap & hdi quan sach cii. Thanh that ma néi, ching t6i
khong muén dinh liu t&i nhan vat dé.

"Cai nay..."

Cho thay Kishiro Keiko ciing la khach cua tiém Hitori. Chang biét c6
phai trung hgp khong, chi thay dong doi dwa day ki la that day.

"Qua nhién ba 4y cling mua sach tw tiém Hitori."

"Qua nhién 1a sao... A, hinh nhu tiém ndy ciing manh vétiéu thuyét ki
bi va khoa hoc vién tuéng."

"Khong, khong chi c6 thé... Ma con vi bac Hitori c6 cam tinh dac biét
vOi Ranpo. Mdc du toi chwa ting nghe ai noi."

"Nghia la sao?"
Chua tirng nghe néi thi lam thé nao biét dugc?
"Nghia la..."

Tiéng m& clra cat ngang cau tra 10i. Mot phu nit ngoi xe lan xuat hién
¢ hanh lang ngoai ctta. Ba deo mat kinh gong kim loai, mai téc thang dai
qua vai da 16m dom bac. L&p thach cao b6 chan 16 ra duwéi vat 4o dam mau
be c6 thé 1a d6 mac & nha.

T6i c6 cam giac day la mot phu nit yéu sach diém dam, hoi huwém toat
ra & ba khong hiéu sao rat giong Shioriko.

"Chi Keiko, nguoi nay la Shinokawa Shioriko... Nghe noi la con gai
cua nguwoi tén Chieko."
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Kuniyo day xe lan, ghé vao vai chi thi tham. Hai chi em duing la hai
kiéu nguwoi khac biét, nhuwng dat canh nhau thi thdy dang may va miéng
cling c6 diém chung.

"A, han hanh dwgc quen biét... Chau la Shinokawa a." Shioriko ditng
l1én khoi ghé va khé chao. R6i bang ctr chi vung vé nhw robot, c6 chum
ngon tay duwa vé phia t6i. "Pay la nhan vién cua tiém, anh Daisuke... khong,
a... Go..."

Co lai vap ding cho hoi ndy. Toi cdi dau chao Kishiro Keiko, long
tham mong Shioriko luyén tdp thém nita. "Chau la Gora. Han hanh dugc
lam quen."

Cung lic mat t6i lvu y dén phan c6 ctia ba. Khong hiéu sao t6i cam
thdy no6 c6 hinh dang khac thwong, du dang quan khan quang xung quanh.
Keiko mim mot nu cuwoi 6n hoa, tr t* hé moi, "Ki... ke..." Giong khan

khan nhw lan tiéng ho. Tuy phat thanh 16i nhung t6i khong sao nghe ra
duoc.

A..

Nhin ki thi thady c6 hong phia dwéi khan choang c6 lap dung cu nhan
tao, dwong nhu la dé 1ay khong khi vao.

Thi ra la vay, to6i nghi. To6i nghe no6i khi phau thuat hong, ciing c6
treong hop khong noi duwgc nita. Keiko phai nho em géi dén thay khong chi
vi bi thwong, han ché di lai. Ma quan trong la vi, ba noéi chuyén rat khé
khan.

Sau khi chao hoi qua loa @ kho sach, ching t6i quay ra hanh lang, di
chuyén vao mét can phong duong nhu la phong khach. Pay la can phong
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hwéng Nam ngdp tran anh sang, ctra s6 sat san md& ra mot ban cong noi tiép
vOi khu veon nhd. Co vé khu veon khong dugc cham soc thwong xuyen
lam nhung hoa xuan van dang khoe sac gitta nhitng ngon cé dai cao ngat.

Nhw cac phong khac, phong nay ciing chang c6 may doé dac. Nhin so
qua chi c6 tu bup phé, ban tron, thém vao do la mot cai ti vi mau.

Xem chirng hai chi em dang & day lic chiing t6i dén, trén ban la quyén
sach bia ni nom nhw d6 tha cong cung que dan dang ten. Kuniyo lang xang
don dep.

"That ngai vi bira bon qua. Gio toi sé pha tra."

Ba gom nhitng que dan va dang ten dan dé mang dén ta bup phé, roi
dwa quyén sach cho ngwoi chi ngoi trén xe lan da t6i trudc ban. Néi mébi
nh@, hdm qua ldc dén tiém ba da deo tti xach dang ten. Chac dan ren la s&
thich cuaa ba.

Bat chot mat t6i bi cuén vao khung hinh dat trén ta bip phé. Hinh
chup khung canh ngoai khoi ¢ bd bién nao dd, nhung trén dwong bo bién
troi néi mot luc dia phu swong. T6i nghi day la hién twgng do anh. That la
lung khi chi trang tri phong bang moi tdm hinh thé nay.

Keiko vudt ve quyén sach day tran trong. Phia trén, phia dwdi va mép
sach c6 kha nhiéu vét 6, han la sach rat ca.

"Khoadng ntra nam truéc, chi Keiko bi ung thw thanh quan nén phai
phau thuat cat bé toan bo khu vire nay. Thanh déi cling bi mat nén chi ay
khong noi dugc niva."

Kuniyo vira rét nwdc soi tir phich git nhiét vao am tra nhé, vira gio
mot tay phac quanh c6 minh. Ching t6i khong biét gitr biéu cam thé nao

cho phai truéce 16i giai thich qua tryc tiép dy. Xem ra ba la ngudi kha thang
than.
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"Bay gio0 chi dy dang tdp phat am bang thwc quan day. Toi va
Kazuhiro nghe duwgc kha nhiéu nhwng ngwoi khac thi khong hiéu chi dang
noi gi ca."

"Kazubhiro la...?" Shioriko rut ré chen vao.

"A, hdi ndy néi roi ma phai khong? Con trai toi day, hién dang s6ng
mot minh & Tokyo. Néu khong c6 Kazuhiro thi khong biét duwgc chi Keiko
ra sao trong lic dong dat nita... phai khong chi?"

Ba nhin sang chi gai nhu dgi xac nhan. Keiko khong noi ma chi gat
dau.

"Hai chi em khong c6 dién thoai di dong, hom do toi goi dén may ban
nha nay bao nhiéu lan déu thdy mat tin hiéu, va mai tam chiéu t6i méi goi
dwoc vao di dong cua Kazuhiro..."

"A, cho nay bi mat dién ma nhi!"

T6i n6i. Cho chung t6i cling vay, hé mat dién thi dién thoai ban ciing
nging hoat dong luén. Tham chi hom dong dat, cd mang di dong ciing
khong goi va gtii tin nhan dugc, téi da phai st dung dich vu tin nhan thoai
dung khi thién tai dé lién lac v&i me.

"Pung réi. Ma, du dién thoai c6 reo nhung ngudi dang bi dé duéi ké
sach thi cling lam sao di chuyén duwgc? Cudi cung, Kazuhiro da lay xe may
phong tir Tokyo vé dé xem tinh hinh thé nao, thi méi cttu dwgce chi Keiko

Ira.

Keiko cham nhe tay vao c6 hong, phat am déu déu. Qua dung la khong
thé nghe 6. Ngay lap titc ba lay s6 tay va but r6i viét ting chit nhw khac
vao gidy. Ba viét cling khong nhanh 1am.

Chi c6 mot minh trong ngdi nha yén tinh, t6i cdm thay rat bo vo.
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"That 1a kho qua!"

Shioriko n6i m6t cach nang né nhw thé chinh minh bi ké sach dé. Ban
than dang gitt mot kho sach 16n nén ding la khong thé xem nhe tinh hudng
nay dugc.

"Chi Keiko, khong can phai giao ti€p bang gidy but nhw thé dau. Néu
khong truyén dat dugc thi em sé néi cho."

Kuniyo dat tach tra nghi ngut khoi truéc mat ching toi. Shioriko cam
on roi huéng vé phia ngwoi ty thac, "So sach cii khi ndy chau xem la do
bac Keiko suwu tap phai khong a?"

To6i hiéu 1a da vao van dé chinh réi. Shioriko dang mudn héi thong tin
vé nguoi tén "Kayama Akira" trong danh ba khach hang.

Vé mat ba Keiko hoi t6i lai. Duong nhu cé sy tinh nao dé kho giai
thich.

"Chinh xac la hau hét do Kayama swu tam. Mac du khi t&i day, chi
Keiko cling c6 mang tGi mot it."

Kuniyo chen vao. Céi tén Kayama dot ngdt xuat hién lam ngudi chi
boi roi lac dau, néi gi do rat ngan.

"A, ciling c6 sach do cha Kayama mua nita. 6ng cu tén 1a gi nhi?
Sokichi?"

Lan nay Keiko gat dau, ghi tén vao so tay. "Kayama Sokichi". Lai mot
cai tén madi xuat hién.

"A... Nghia 14 sao a?"
Nghe Shioriko héi, hai chi em nhin nhau. Sau khi trao déi 4nh mat,

Tanabe Kuniyo bat dau gidi thich.
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"Cau chuyén hoi phttc tap mot chit. Ban dau, ngdi nha nay la mét biét
thy do Kayama Akira va cha 6ng dy, Kayama Sokichi cung quan ly. Hai
nguoi do thich tac gia hinh nhu tén la Edogawa Ranpo va da mua ngoi nha
nay dé cat bo suwu tap. Bung khong?"

Nghe em gdi hoi, ngudi chi khong noi gi, chi gat dau. T6i chwa ting
nghi c6 ngwoi mua biét thy chi dé lam kho sach. Cac nha swu tam ngay xua
thwong phong tay nhw thé chang?

"Cha Kayama qua doi chitng ba muwoi nam vé trwdc, ngay sau do thi
chi Keiko quen biét v&i Kayama. Chi Keiko ciing rat thich Ranpo, nho co
duyén nay ma chi dugc dai tho bay lau nay. Vao mua xudn nam ngoai,
Kayama dot ngot qua doi do nhoi mau co tim."

T6i da hiéu do6i chat sy tinh. Thi ra ngdi nha cung kho sach nay da
duwgc nhitng ngwdi ham md Ranpo quén ly va gitt gin sudt bao ndm thang.

"Pai tho, nghia la...?"

"Cho song ¢ day va lo lang toan bo chi phi sinh hoat... Nghia la lam
vo bé cho dén khi ba vo cad mat. Sau khi Kayama qua doi, chi Keiko da
thtra ké sach va ngoi nha theo di chic ctia 6ng ay."

Cudi cung Shioriko da vo 18. CO cdi gam mat, tai cling do birng 1én,
"Tha... thanh that xin 16i vi da hoi dén chuyén riéng tuw..."
"Khong sao khong sao, cling chang con cach nao mdi phai gidu dén

tan bay gio, va lai chi Keiko da tv y chon cudc song nhw thé. Mac du nha
me t6i cling phan d6i mai."

Kishiro Keiko than nhién lang nghe 10i 1€ gay gat ctia em gai. Chac
binh thuwdng ba cling quen bi trach ct vi liya chon ctia minh r6i.
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Ngay gia dinh toi cling c6 sy tinh twong doi phitc tap, nén tinh hudng
nay khong lam t6i ngac nhién cho lam. T6i chi thdy khic mac & viéc thtra
ké ngbi nha va kho sach. Xét trén pham vi toan tinh Kamakura thi khu dan
cw nay van thudc dang cao cap. Thira ké bat dong san 16n roi lai ca kho
sach, chac cling gap kha nhiéu tranh chap vdi gia quyén ctia ngwoi tinh day
nhi?

Nguoi phu nit nay da da sitc virgt qua ngan dy vong dam phan gay can
vé tién bac dé an nhién song tiép trong ng6i nha cua tinh nhan, chitng té
ngoai khia canh yéu sach diém dam, ba con phai kha citng co6i nita.

Ma, cling khéng hiém phu ni* biéu hién bén ngoai va ban chét bén
trong hoan toan khac nhau. Ngay canh t6i cling c6 day thoi.

"Bac Keiko thich 'Ké chu du cung bttc tranh vai', phai khong a?"

Shioriko nhin 1én ta bup phé, han dang tinh xoa diu bau khéng khi
thiéu thodi mai nay theo cach riéng cia minh, nhung vi qua dudng dot nén
toi khong hiéu n6i y c6. Keiko ciling té vé nghi ngo.

"D6 1a gi vay?"

"Truyén ngan cia Ranpo. Mot cdu chuyén cé sy xuat hién cua do
anh..."

Shioriko tré len noc ta bup phée. Noi mai nhg, dung la trén dé bay mot
btc hinh vé do anh.

"Phai vay khong? Chi Keiko?"

Nghe nguoi em hoi, Kishiro Keiko nham mat gat dau, khé né mot nu
cuwoi nhe nhang.
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"A, thé cong viéc hom nay 1a gi a?" Shioriko tiép tuc héi. "Chau nghe
néi la mot uy thac dac biét lién quan dén sach cua Ranpo..."

"Chi Keiko n6i muén ban toan bo sach cii trong nha nay."
”Hé'?"

Sau bén trong cdp kinh, d6i mat Shioriko m& to hét cd. Vé sitng sot
dén cam nin cua c6 lam Kuniyo ciing khong khéi ling ting.

"Nghe noi c6 nhiéu quyén dang gia lam ma, khong phai sao?"

"Pau phai chi dang gia!" Shioriko lac dau. Pubi téc den dai quet tring
vai t6i. "Pé la mo6t bo swu tap quy hiém, dt mat tr tap chi Thanh nién mai
dang tai tdc pham dau tay 'Bong 2 xu' cho dén tuyén tap ctia nha xuat ban
Togensha phat hanh vao nhitng nam cu6i doi Ranpo, cung hau hét tac pham
danh cho nguwoi tredng thanh dwgc xuat ban khi tac gia con song! Cue ki c6
gia tri!"

Hé dong dén sach thi lic nao Shioriko cling néi chuyén lwu loat nhw
bién thanh ngudi khac vay. Xem ra cong tac cua c6 da bat roi.

"C6 diéu, muc dich cudc gap dau phai ¢ cho do, ding khong a?" Co
tiép tuc phu dau, khong dé hai chi em kip tra 16i, "Néu thé thi hom qua khi
dén tiém chac chan bac Kuniyo da ndi r6i. Con mot yéu cau dac thu hon ma
néu chau chdp nhén va gidi quyét dwoc thi bac sé ban sach cho chau nhw
mot cach trd thu lao... C6 phai thé khong?"

Can phong bong lang ngat.
"Qua la doan gioi! Chi Keiko, hay la nho c6 nay di!"

Kuniyo néi vdi chi gai. Keiko nghiéng dau nhin vao mat Shioriko. Bé
ngoai trong 6n hoa nhung day ro rang la mot ngwdi kho nam bat.
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DP6i mo6i hé ma, ba bat dau néi. Khi ba ditt 10i thi ba em géi thong dich
cho chung toi.

"Nghe Akira ké la & tiém sach cfi Biblia c6 mot nguwdi rat xuat sac, bat
ct veéng mac gi trong linh vic sach vo cling cé thé giai quyét dugc..."

"Ong Kayama da titng tryc tiép dén tiém ctia chiing ch4u roi a?"

"Chi ndi rang thi thodng ong dy dén, mai téi muwdi nam trudc mdi
thoéi... DBoi ldc chi Keiko cing mua, bang danh muc... goi thé ding khong
nhi? Va nho giao t6i day."

Vay la thac mac vé danh ba khach hang da dwoc gidi dap. Tom lai,
ngwoi phu nit nay ludén dung danh nghia ciia Kayama Akira dé mua sach cii
Néu cau chuyén ndy gio la that thi ba khong tryc tiép quen biét Shinokawa
Chieko.

"Chi Keiko n6i néu chau ciling c6 nang lyc gidi quyét vieéng mac, thi
chi &y c6 mot viéc muén nhd veé sach cii cia Edogawa Ranpo."

"Vang a!"

Shioriko tra 10i ngay 1ap tirc. T6i c twdng c6 sé can nhac thém mot
chut.

Pruing 1a néu mua hét kho sach khi nay thi tiém chting t6i 16i to. Nhung
toi khong thé rli bé duge cam giac kho chiu. La kiéu uy thac gi ma san sang

danh doi bang toan bd kho sach quy gia do ngudi tinh dé lai?

"Truwdc hét cé thé cho chau biét viréng mac la gi, va lién quan dén
cuon sach cii nao cua Ranpo khong a?"

Shioriko hoi, mat sang 1én vi hiéu ki. Xem chirng c6 rat mudén nghe
cau tra loi.
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Ra la vay, t6i nghi. Chinh x4c la do hing thd. Khong chitng cé thé
thdy duwogc thit quy gia hon han kho sach hoi ndy. V&i mot "mot sach" thi
day la chuyén dwong nhién roi.

Bat ngo Keiko thay do6i nét mat, dat quyén sach dang 6m lén ban.
Quyén sach van boc kin bang 16p ni nén khong nhin dwgc bia.

"Pay la... Ran... Hay... nay."

Ba néi vdi giong rat manh mé, mat van khong roi Shioriko. Ngay ca
t0i cting nghe hiéu dwoc it nhiéu.

"Pay la ban in dau tién mot cudn sach cua Ranpo. Hay cho biét nhan
dé ma khong so vao cudn sach nay... phai khong?"

Ba em c6 vé do dv khi dich, nhung t6i da hiéu y d6. Ho mu6n thir xem
Shioriko c6 am hiéu vé sach cii, c6 "nang luc gidi quyét nhitng vieédng mac"
hay khong.

Du gi di nita day cling la mot bai kiém tra qua strc. Ngoai do day va la
sach cii ra thi khéng c6 dac trung gi vé kich thude cling nhw hinh dang.
Trong pham vi nhin dugc tir khe hd, thi quyén sach nay ban dau la sach
tran khong c6 boc, bia sach & ngay phia duwéi 16p ni.

Co6 mot quyén & day, nghia la b swu tap luc nay bi thiéu? Khong 1é
phai nhé ra cuén doé va trd 16i? Néu vay thi viéc c6 tinh cho chiing t6i xem
kho sach ciing c6 lién quan. Day la bai kiém tra vé tri nhd hon la kién thic.

"Pay la quyén sach trung." Shioriko vira ngam 16p boc bang ni vira thi
tham. "Trong kho sach khi ndy, nhitng ban in dau tién ctia cac tap phé binh
hay tiéu thuyét danh cho ngwoi treéng thanh ctia Ranpo, theo chau nghi, da
duwgc tap hop day du."
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Nguwoi phu nit ngo6i xe lan im ldang mot lic r6i mim cwdi. Co vé ding
la ba yéu cau néu tén quyén sach da dugc boc. Bay khong chi don gian la
bai kiém tra vé tri nhg.

"C6 thé coi quyén sach dé trén ban la day da, khong bi huw hai hay
thiéu hut gi chit a?"

Shioriko binh tinh xac nhan. Kishiro Keiko gat dau té y "ur".

"La kho 13x18... Vay thi..." Shioriko &n ngén tré vao giita an duong,
6 luc tim trong ki c. Bat dong nhw vay chitng mwoi gidy, co6 cham rai 1én
tiéng, "Chau biét r6i. La ban in dau tién cua tiéu thuyét phat hanh nam
1930, Ac quy trén hoang déo."

Lé&p boc dwgc chi nhan cudn sach ty tay thao bd. T6i cling ruén nguoi
len nhin cham chu.

Bia sach hién ra, in hinh mo6t phu ni* cam nhac cu cing mot nguwdi dan
ong twéng mao dang s¢ va con cda hai nguwoi ay. Nhan dé 1a chit nét manh
kiéu viét tay. Ac quy trén hoang dao.

"Tuyet qua!" Toi budt miéng.

Shioriko quay sang t6i, "Khong chi bia, ma ndi dung ciling rat tuyét
day! Rat nhiéu tinh hudong kho twdng twong da phat sinh trong qua trinh
truy dudi hung thu giét ngudi hang loat, sau dé cac nhan vat bi cuén vao bi
an lién quan dén tai liéu viét bang mat ma do mot gia toc dé lai... Pay la
mot kiét tdc khong chi dirng lai & khuon khé cua tiéu thuyét trinh tham.
Nhitng van dé yéu thich dac thu cia Ranpo trong xa héi thoi bay gio nhw
tinh yéu dong gidi, nguwdi di hinh... cling da gan két véi cau chuyén mot
cach tuyét voi..."

"Khong, ¥ t6i khong phai thé!"
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T6i binh tinh néi. Du bi thu hit bai bé cuc nira dau la giét nguwdi hang
loat ntra sau la giai ma, nhung bay gio khong phai luc cho chuyén do.

"Lam sao co doan ra dugc tén sach?"

Shioriko chdp mat. Long mi trén va duwdi déu rat dai. "Nhin vét 6 phia
trén, phia dwdi va mép sach, t6i nghi nhiéu kha nang day la sach co truéc
chién tranh." Co giai thich vé6i thai do cut hitng, chac la dang mu6n ké vé
ndi dung sach co. "Khoéng hu va khong thiéu nghia la ngay tt dau khong cé
ca hop 1an boc bén ngoai. An ban c6 kho 13x18 cm, khé day, lai 1a ban in
dau tién, theo hiéu biét caa tdi, chi c6 Ac quy trén hoang dao..."

Thi ra la vay. Du khong biét bia sach, nhung néu c6 kién thirc va nang
lwrc nhan biét ¢ Shioriko thi sé doan ra tén sach.

Toi liéc thdy hai chi em dang nhdy mat v&i nhau. Co thé ching toi da
qua dwoc bai kiém tra.

Kuniyo ding lén, tién dén canh ctta & mot goc phong. Sau canh ctra la
phong dé do, bén trong dat mot vat nhw két sat. N6 kha 16n, hoi cli nhung
nhin so qua ciing biét la kién co.

Trén canh ctra c6é can gat, nim khoa va mét tdim bang gan khoang nam
muoi nat tron chwa ro dé lam gi.

"Trong day c6 do quy hiém lién quan t¢i Edogawa Ranpo, phai khong
chi?"

Kuniyo ngoai lai héi. Chi ba khé gat dau, néi vGi Shioriko... Nhin ct
dong ctia doi moi la hiéu duwgc y ba.

Lam on, hady md& cai nay ra!

6
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Ba Keiko bdo, trdc tién hay dén gan dé kiém tra, ching t6i bén buéc
t@i, quy trwdc két sat. Vira cham vao cho trang tri trén ntim khoa thi tir phia
dwdi, mot 6 khoa xuat hién va dich sang ngang. BDé mé& két sat, hinh nhw
khong chi can s6 ma con can ca chia khoa nita.

"Trong day c6 gi thé a?"

Quay lai chiéc xe lan phia sau lwng, Shioriko hoi. Keiko tinh nghich
cuoi dap.

"Néu mé... cho xem..."

Néu m@& dugc thi sé cho xem. Nghia la sau khi mé mdi biét. Shioriko
lai nhin cai két, vé tiéc nu6i. Néu la "dé quy hiém lién quan t&i Edogawa
Ranpo" thi cling khong han chi 1a sach cii. Giong nhu to gidy mau hay mat
na dugc trang tri khi nay.

"Trong cai két ct qua!"

T6i noi. Kishiro Keiko viét chit vao s6 tay roéi cho chiing t6i xem, Thi
ra day la "san pham dat hang dac biét ctia quan d6i Nhat cii". Nghia la dugc
ché tao twr gitta Thé chién 2 hodc trwdc do, it nhat cling hon bdy muoi nam
10i.

"Tai sao mOt vat dung nhu thé lai & day?"

Chac buat dam kho khan quéa nén Keiko quay sang em gai, voi va giai
thich. Ngay lap ttrc chung toi dugc thong dich.

"Cha ctia Kayama Akira, tttc 6ng Sokichi, kinh doanh rat rong, trong
chién tranh cling c6 quan hé lam an véi quan doi, 6ng da tranh thu 1ay dugc
né gitta nhon nhao thdi cudi chién tranh. N6 cé t6i ba 16p khéa, rat bén nén
thich hgp dé cat nhitng thi quan trong."
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HBa ].Gp?”

T6i lac lac dau suy nghi. Can gat va num khda thi la hai 16p théi chi
nhi.

"Cai nay la 16p thir ba."

Tay Shioriko cham vao tdm bang c6 hang nut. Nhin ki thi thay moi ntit
la mot chit cai.

"C6 phdi an vao nhitng nut chi*t di quy wéc thi 6 khoéa sé md ra
khong?"

Cha sé hitu khong tra 101 ma chi gat dau.
An vao nhitng nit chit da quy wéc. Tic 1a mat khau phai khong?

Can gat, num khoa, va mat khau, chinh xac 1a ba 16p khéa. Toi khong
biét rang tir rat lau vé trwdc nguoi ta da lam ra chiéc két sat c6 cau tric
phttc tap thé nay. Bung la qua nghiém ngat.

"0 nha chinh cia chau cfing c6 mot két sit cii nhung khong tinh xao
dén thé nay... Chac vi la san pham dat hang dac biét cia quan doi."
Shioriko thi tham nhw doc thoai trong lic tim hiéu két sat.

"Chi Keiko da rat kho sé vi két sat khong md& duwge. Kayama luén mot
minh quén 1y tat ca chia khéa va ma s6, khong huwéng dan cho chi Keiko
diéu gi ca. Chi c6 ghi chu vé s6 cua nim khéa thi con trong nha nay."

"Chia khoa bay gio ¢ dau a?"

Keiko 14y so tay ra, x6a "Sokichi" trong tén "Kayama Sokichi" di, stta
lai thanh "nha". Nha Kayama. Ra la n6é & cho gia quyén ctia Kayama Akira.
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"Gio dang lién lac v6i con trai Kayama. Ho bao la sé mang chia khoa
dén cho."

Khéng hiéu tai sao, Kuniyo giai thich vdi vé khong vui, chac da xdy ra
chuyén gi r6i. Shioriko bén héi.

"Nghia 1a bAc muén ching chau tim mat khau, ding khong a?"

Keiko gat dau, ba em gai no6i, "Nghe néi Kayama da cai dat mat khau
md& két bang tv ngt dwoc 1y theo tac gid Edogawa Ranpo. Nhung khong
biét la bao nhiéu tr."

T6i chi y dén yéu t6 "khong biét 1a bao nhiéu tir*. Thuc sy khong cé
mot manh moi nao thi viéc tim ra la rat kho khan.

Khong, chd da! Trudce khi tim mat khau hay nhd mang chia khoa dén,
ngay tir dau chang phai la con c6 phuong phap khac hay sao?

"A, nhd ngudi chuyén vé két sit dén mé gitip cling dwgc chi a?"

To6i van thdy thg khéa quang cdo nhan nhan. Chi phi ciing kha kha
nhung chac khong cao dén mitc nhitng ngudi song & nha nay khong tra noi.

"Hom trwdc cling goi nguwdi tdi ro6i nhung khong dugc." Kuniyo thé
dai. "Ho bao rang khong nhitng né da qua cti ma con la san pham dat hang
ddc biét, lai khong biét dugc co cau nén viéc mé khoa la rat kho. Ho bao
chi con cach phé canh ctra, nhung chi Keiko sg ton hai cho nhitng thit bén
trong, nén da tv chdi... Ma ban cung bat dac di thi chac cling phai pha
thoi!"

Vai Shioriko ndy lén lam t6i nhan ra sy 16 16i cia minh. Néu két sat bi
pha thi dau dén luwgt co6 xudt hién, cau chuyén thu mua kho sach ciing tiéu
tan, va tiéu tan luon ca ca co hoi xem "kho bau" cia Edogawa Ranpo trong
két sat.

https://thuviensach.vn



Toi thé la tir nay sé c6 gang khong dung cham vao khia canh nay.

"C6 thé cho chau biét tinh cach ctia Kayama Akira dwgc khong a?" Co
héi ngwoi uy thac. "Néu khong cé gi trd ngai, hay cho chau biét ca lai lich
va gia dinh 0ng ay nita. Khong chirng né can thiét cho viéc tim ra mat
khau."

Kishiro Keiko nhin dam dam vao khong trung nhuw dang sap xép lai
thong tin trong dau, dwgc mot lat, ba bat dau ha giong ké. Khi ba dirng lai
thi Kuniyo gidi thich cho chung toi.

"Ong 4y rat thich sach, vui vé, tinh nghich, c¢é lic nhw thiéu nién...
Ham md Edogawa Ranpo ti trieéc chién tranh, sau mot lan doc truyén cua
nha van nay dang dai ki trén tap chi. Thoi sinh vién Kayama tirng ap u tr@
thanh tac gia viét truyén trinh tham... cudi cung o6ng ay lai vao cong ty cia
bd..."

Chac thong dich khong kip hay sao ma cau chuyén khéng lién lac.

"Ong dy thich tdc phdm ndo ctia Ranpo?"

Trudc cau hoi caa Shioriko, nguwdi ty thac néi tiép. "D€é xem, la nhitng
tdc pham suy luan c6 dién thoi ki dau nhv 'Bong 2 xu' hay 'Bai thi tam ly".
Con nhitng tac pham ki bi chung chung thi khong thich may..."

Kuniyo chgt ngung ngang, moi anh mat dé don vé ba.

"Xin 16i nhé. T6i thay hoi kho. Toi sé nhd chi Keiko viét tat ca 1én
gidy, t0i nay hodc ngay mai sé dem t&i cho cac chau c6 dugc khong?"

"A, vang. Thé cling dugc a."

Phong khach chim trong yén lang.
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Shioriko chong nang ditng day. Pa dén lic ra vé. Hém nay ciing
khong con viéc gi dé lam & day nita. "Vay thi, ching chau xin phép..."

Shioriko dang chao thi bong dung im bat. Kuniyo dwa mat nhin nhw cé
diéu mudn no6i. Nhung Keiko khong nhan ra.

"A, trwdc khi vé, chau cé thé xem lai kho sach mdt 1an nita khong?
Biét dau sé c6 manh moi gi."

Xin moi, Kishiro Keiko may moi.

R0i khoi phong khach, chung toi vao lai kho sach.

Chac Kuniyo sé theo sau ngay.

Shioriko bat dau ngam twr chiéc gia gan civa. Khi ndy t6i nghi c6 mudn
tach nguwdi ty thac ra dé néi chuyén riéng véi Kuniyo, nhung xem ra ding
1a c6 muon kiém tra lai kho sach.

"Sap xép khong gon gang cho lam." C6 nhan xét.

"Ha? A, ding roi!"

Toi cling nghi thé. Ké sach do thi dwong nhién sach sé rét xuéng san.
Han la tinh trang ciling giong vdi tiém sach cli Biblia vao ngay dong dat.
Chua nhan khong thé ctt dong nén khong sap xép gon gang dugc la chuyén
tat nhién.

No6i vay thoi chit khéng chirng ba dy cling chang mudén sap xép nita, vi
dinh ban tit ca dé doi 1ay viéc md két sat co ma.

Béat chuwdc shioriko, t6i tdp trung ngam nghia gia sach canh ctra so.
Bén nay dac biét c6 nhiéu cho trong.
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Cha dao la Tuyén tap Edogawa Ranpo ctia nha xuat ban Shinchosha,
quyén duy nhat khac mau thi nhét trong mét hop trang. Nhan dé la Egawa
Ranko.

"Gi thé nay?"

Egawa Ranko, nghe nhu phién ban nit cua cai tén "Edogawa Ranpo"
vay. Day cling la truyén v? T6i dem quyén sach tGi chiéc ban giita phong.
Hau nhw khong bui ban gi, cé thé néi la mot quyén sach dep.

T6i vira 14y sach ra khoi hop thi Shioriko quay dau lai. Co dat tay 1én
gong kinh, anh nhin durng lai noi tay toi.

"Anh Daisuke, cai do..."
"T6i thay to mo vé tén sach. Pay c6 phai la truyén khong?"

"Pung. Egawa Ranko la mdt trong cac nhan vat he cau cua Ranpo...
Nhwng ma, cuén sach do..."

Pung lic ay, Kuniyo xuat hién, "Xin 16i dd bat moi ngudi cho doi." Ba
néi, dirng mét & quyén sach cii téi dang cam, "O, da c6 manh méi gi roi a?"

"Khong, khong phai thé."

That khé ma noi 1a toi 1dy né ra chi vi to mo. Pang dinh bé lai vao hop
thi do gidy sap boc bia qua tron, cudn sach tregt qua nhitng ngon tay toi.

"A1" Shioriko kéu 1én. Tdi ngdi thup xudng, bing cach nido dé da chop
gon quyén sach trong long ban tay. T6i thé phao, bé sach vao hop nhu cii.
Trong qua thi chi la mot tdc pham nhé, nhung rat c6 thé né chira dung
nhitng gia tri rieng.

"Cau can than gitim cho. N6 van con la sach ctia nha nay day... Nao!"
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Kuniyo gio tay ra, mat chan nan. T6i dwa tra va cti dau xin 10i.

Nguoi phu nit 4n cudén Egawa Ranko vao cai gia gan ctra 16n, dong
ctra lai r6i bat dau néi chuyén vai Shioriko.

"Phai gilt bi mat vGi chi Keiko nhé, c6 mot viéc nita t6i muén nho
chau."

"La chuyén gi vay a?"

"That ra hdm qua con trai nha Kayama da goi dién dén, bao la khong
tim thay chia kh6a mé& cho can gat."

"Ha?" Chung t6i dong thanh kéu 1én. Vdy la tinh hinh thanh ra khac
han roi.

"Nghia la khong co chia phai khong a?"
T6i héi. Kuniyo khoanh tay nhin lén tran nha.

"T6i cling khong ro nita. Pa tim ma khong thay, hay khong muon
tim... T6i nghi chac moi ngudi cling doan dwoc, cac con cia Kayama cuc ki
cam ghét Keiko. Sau khi Kayama mat, da mét lan chi ay dén gap dé néi
chuyén nhuwng ho tir choi cho mai dén day luén day."

"Chinh t0i cling bi ghét lay nén noi chuyén ho khong them nghe. Bai
thé, t6i muon nhd chau sang nha Kayama, diéu tra xem c6 that 1a khong tim
duwgc chia khoa hay khong... Chau bang long gitp ca viéc nay nita chi? "

Trong choc 1at, ching tdi khong thét nén 16i tredc yéu cau vo 1y do.
Ba twdng tiém chung toi la van phong tham t tw hay sao.

"Piéu tra nhuw thé..."

"Ch4u hiéu r6i. Chau sé lam thw."
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Toi cang lac cang kinh ngac vGi nhitng cau trd 16i cua Shioriko.
Khéng biét c6 bi lam sao ma cit day dwa vGi vu viéc khong ro dau dudi nay.

Tham gia tGi muc do, co ki la qua khong?

Néu thoai lui ¢ day thi nghia la ching t6i sé rat khoi cudc thu mua bd
stru tap quy hiém, la két thic ma khong hay biét bi mat cat trong chiéc két,
cling nhu khong tim hiéu dwgc mirc do lién quan cia Shinokawa Chieko &
vu giao dich nay.

"Chau c6 hai chuyén muon hoi."
Shioriko lich sy gio hai ngon tay 1én. Kuniyo 16 vé cang thang.

"Pa mot nam tro6i qua ké tir khi Kayama Akira ra di. Tai sao dén gio
nay bac Keiko md@i cé y dinh mé két sat?"

"A, 1A chuyén do." Kuniyo thd phao nhu vira thoat nan. "Chi Keiko da
muon m& cai két sudt day. Chi vi gia dinh bén kia phét 10, nén mai ma
khong thé dé cap dugc thoi... R6i cé nhiéu chuyén xdy ra, nao la mac bénh
ndng, chan thuvong do dong dat nén cach suy nghi ciing da thay doi."

"Pa thay doi... nghia la sao a?"

"Con nguwoi khong ai biét duwge chuyén ngay mai. Viéc muon lam ma
khong lam ngay thi sau nay sé hdi tiéc, chi dy nghi thé. La chi em nén
ching t6i hiéu ro suy nghi ctia nhau."

Cau noi chat chita mot tam tw nang triu nhung thue t€. Ngwoi phu nit
ay da phdi roi xa noi lam viéc va ng6i nha than quen dé dén vung dat nay.

"Cau hai con lai la gi?"
Ba héi, mat ddi ra ctra s06. Keiko dang ng6i ngoai ban cong, ngam nhin

khu vuron. Méi t6c dai mau xam lat phat trong gié xuan. Dang vé suy tu.
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"Bac c6 biét két sat chita thit gi khong?"
"Toi khong nghe néi."

Kuniyo tra 161, mat van doi ra ngoai. Khi c6 cuing biéu cam, hai chi em
giong nhau dén ki la. Chac la lic trwdc giong ndi cling giong nhau lam.

"Chi Keiko néi rang c6 chita vat quan trong, thé la du... T6i muoén thuc
hién nguyén vong cta chi ay bang bat ct gia nao."

R6i ba quay dau lai nhu tinh ddy sau con mo, cii dau that sau trudc
Shioriko, "Du thé nao, cling mong chau giip cho."
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SHIORIKO VA DUNG NHAN HAI
MAT

Mikami En

www.dtv-ebook.com
Chuyén Thit Hai

Chuyén thtt hai: Doi tham t nhi

Roi khoi nha Kishiro Keiko, chung tdi 1ap titc quay lai nha
Shinokawa.

Di qua quan ca phé phong cach chau Au lung chitng déc Kobukuro,
toi thit moi Shioriko nhung c6 tir choi bang mot cdu cdm on. C6 ndi ngwoi
chi ho hém truwéc két hon dén tham. Va diang la c6 mét chiéc 6 t6 mini la
dang dau ¢ bai do xe nha Shinokawa.

Vé dén nha & Ofuna, t6i ngam lai nhitng chuyén da xay ra hom nay.
Pau tién la vé 10i nhd va cua Kishiro Keiko, t6i phéng doan da thi bén
trong chiéc két sat, va roi khi nhan ra, ngwoi ma t6i dang nghi dén lai la
Shioriko.

Y vao 1ong tin va sy dya ddm cta cd déi véi minh, cang ngay toi cang
khong muon kiém ché ban than nita. Bén mua he téi la dwgc mot nam ké tw
khi ching t6i quen nhau. T6i da xac dinh dwgc tir 1du la minh muodn tre
thanh nguoi nhu thé nao vGi ¢ roi. liéu c6 phéi ¢d cling 10 mo cdm nhan
duwgc, nén mdi dwa ra dé nghi "trd on"?

To6i dang van vo nhu thé thi Shioriko goi dién tdi. Co n6i dang Kishiro
Keiko da gi "ho so" sang, trong do6 tap hgp cac thong tin lién quan dén

https://thuviensach.vn



Kayama Akira. Nghe chitng c6 mudn t6i xem cang sGm cang tot, t6i beén
héi dé t6i quay lai luon dwgc khong, thi c6 1ap ltrng, "Néu anh khong mét".
Mét hay khong thi toi cling nén gdp va néi chuyén vdi cé6 mot lan nita.

T6i lai chay scooter dén nha Shinokawa & Kita- Kamakura. Vang
dwong da 1an han va troi se se lanh.

Ngoai thém van dé den sang. T6i bam nuit lién lac noi bo thi nghe thay
tiéng Ayaka, "Em dang d& tay nén anh c ty vao nhé." Chac la c6 bé dang
chuan bi com chiéu.

T0i m@ ctra. Bung nhu toi doan, c6 mui xup thoang thoang. Thuc don
hom nay hinh nhv la mén Nhat. Trén san nha c6 mot doi dép nam ci ki toi
tirng thdy & dau d6. Khong phai ctia ngwoi chi ho, chac nha lai dang cé
khach khac.

"No6i gi di nita thi chi cling da nhan dwoc quyén Nhat ky Cra-cra cta
me. Thé la xa xi r6i, chit chau day, mot mau gidy ghi chi me con khong
cho, dirng noi téi sach.”

Nghe tiéng phan nan tir bép vong ra, toi twdng hai chi em lai cai co, thi
giong mot nguwoi dan 6ng vang 1én, "Ciling phdi." Khong biét co bé dang noi
v6i ai nhitng chuyén gia dinh sau kin thé nay?

"Chau néi riéng véi ong thoi nhé. HOm qua cling c6 nguoi tw
Yukinoshita dén n6i 1a mu6n gap Shinokawa Chieko. Me chau dang & Nhat
thi phai. Chac tam thoi me chwa thé 16 dién roi! Chéau cling c6 nhiéu diéu dé
can nhan lam, nhung vi me da di mat dang mwdi nam tredc nén chau tic
gian dén ndi khong nhé ndi khudn mit cia ba. A, anh Gora. Chij dang doi
trén tang hai day a!"

Cai giay xong, nhin vao trong bép, toi thdy Ayaka dang dirng truéc
ban mai khoai tit. M4t nguwdi dan 6ng nhé tho véi khuén mat hién lanh
dang ngo6i bén canh twdc dau cd ve.
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Trén cai dau troc ddy nép nhan cta 6ng la d6i mit to 16 16. Ong
khodng nam muoi lam tudi, khodc mot chiéc do gi 1é lwdi nhw dan mé cau
ca bén ngoai chiéc so mi do chot da son.

"Ong dang 1am gi thé a?"

Nghe t6i hoi, Shida ngdng mat 1én. 6ng ay la mot ngudi vo gia cu’ lam
sedori va dang song dwdi gam cau Kugenuma, ciing la khach hang thuwong
Xuyén cua tiém. Du vay, day la lan dau tién t6i gdp 6ng & nha chinh.

"Con bé chu tiém goi tao t6i. N6 bao nhan dip don dep s€ thanh ly mot
vai cuon sach bi trung, néu cé sach can con bé sé ban ré cho tao."

Nhac méi nhdg, Shioriko van dang mai mé don dep kho sach trén tang
hai. Dwdi chan 6ng Shida la mot céi tii bang vai buém lén chat sach kho
bunko. Mang 6ng tam dac nhat la bunko tuyét ban. Chac la mé&i chon trong
kho sach ¢ nha chinh ra.

"A, em mai chuyén qua. 6ng Shida néi la da mat cong tdi day réi nén
sé phu giup mot tay a."

"Oi dao, tién thé 4y ma. MAy con bé chiing may ciing gilp d& tao bao
nhiéu la bao nhiéu."

"Pang gi dau a! Riéng chuyén 6ng lang nghe chéu than thé thoi da hué
roi!"

Hai nguwdi cwdi voi nhau dé 16 ham rang trang. T6i khong biét ho lai
than nhau dén thé. Lic nao t6i cling kinh ngac trwedc kha nang giao tiép cia
Shinokawa Ayaka. Mac du rat it khi trong tiém nhung c6 bé than thiét vai
tat ca cac khach hang thuwong xuyén.

T6i nghe ho noéi chuyén va nhin loang thoang vao quyén sach kho
bunko 16 ra trong tii 6ng Shida. P6 1a Cung dan bdo oan - An mang méo
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den cia Yokomizo Seishi, do Kadokawa Bunko phat hanh. Mot tdc pham
kha ndi tiéng, héa ra cling tuyét ban roi a!

(Cung dan bao oan 1a tiéu thuyét, An mang méo den 1a truyén dai,
cung nam trong series trinh tham kinh di vé thdm t& Kindaichi Kosuke.
Tinh theo dong thdi gian thi An mang méo den dién ra san Cung dan béo
oan va tredc Riu dan cic. Nam 1978 la lan duy nhat trong cac lan xuat ban
0 Nhat, tén truyén nay dugc dwa them ra ngoai bia sach. Cung dan bao oan
va Riu dan ctc ban tiéng Viét do IPM phat hanh nam 2017-2018)

"Culn nay tré nén hiém la nho cai bia, vi trong bao nhiéu lan xuat
ban, chi c6 mét dogt duy nhat cai tén An mang meo den dwgc dua ra ngoai
th6i." Nhan ra 4nh mat cua t6i, ong Shida gidi thich. "Néu chi may muo6n
doc thi tao cho muwon."

"Da, khong can dau!" To6i lac dau. Nhin truyén c6 vé dai day. Chac t6i
khé ma doc dén hét dugc.

"A, chi may khong thé doc sach nhi? Tao biét chi may cé van dé vé
'co dia' hay gi do, nhung néu tiép tuc cong viéc nay thi chang phai la dang
nao cling nén tap doc sao?"

"Pung vay, nhung..." To6i nghiéng dau. "Hinh nhu chdu chwa néi véi
ong ma, chuyén veé 'co dia' day."

"Tao nghe con bé nha nay ké. Ciling khong nhé la bao gio nita."

Ong Shida tay van cam nguyén dau co ve, dudi ngén tay vé phia
Ayaka. C6 bé hat cam Ién tran nha nhw muén tranh ngén tay do, "Em nghe
chi ké tir kha 1au r6i. Xin 16i nhé, c6 1€ 1a bi mat ctia anh phai khong?"

"Khong, khong phai dau. Anh cling khéng giau giém gi."
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Ciing khong phai chuyén dé dugce ngwoi khac thau hiéu nén t6i mdi
khong ké tong toc ra. S6 nguoi biét chuyén chi gidi han trong nha trong ho
va ban bé choi v6i nhau 1au nam thoi.

"Anh Gora, xong viéc ctia chi anh xuéng dung com t6i nhé? Dé em
chuan bi luon."

T6i suy nghi mot chit. Tuan nay khong phai phién t6i ndu com. Me thi
bao hom nay c6 viéc nén sé vé tré roi.

"Cam on em. Anh xin phép dugc ¢ lai dung bita."

"Anh khong can phai trinh trong nhu thé dau! Ong Shida thi sao a?"
"Tao thi khéi di. Gio tao phai ghé quan ca phé internet dé tam nita."
"Sao thé a? Ong dn com xong héng di cling dwgc ma!"

"Vé giam gia sap hét gio st dung roéi. Dao gan day nha tam céng cong
it di, tdm rira cling vat va lam. Don dep xong phan nay la tao vé thoi."

"Thé a, néu khong ngai thi 6ng ct tam & nha chau di. Du day ciling
khong phai la phong tam hang nhat."

"Pugc 101 nhw cdi tam long day, nhung sao ma lam thé dugc! Tam rira
& nha mdy c6 géi tré thé nay bat tién lam, phai khong?"

"Da... c6 1é la vay." Toi hiéu tam trang ctia 6ng. Néu la toi, t6i cling sé
do du.

Nhat xong cong dau co6 ve cudi cung, 6ng Shida ditng 1én khoi ghé,
"Nhan tién tao cling c6 chuyén muon hoi chi may. Gan day truc trac gi véi
1do chu tiém sach Hitori phai khong?"

"Ha?" Toi giat minh khi cai tén d6 dot nhién dwgc nhac dén.
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"Tiém Hitori la tiém nao vay a?"

Ayaka hoi trong ltac déu tay tron nhitng lat cad nglr vGi khoai nghién.
Thuc don hom nay hinh nhu la mon maguro yamakake don (com ca ngw
song va khoai mai). Khong ngd mot nit sinh trung hoc lai lam dwgc moén
nay.

"0 Tsujido ddy. Chu nhan la mot 1o gia quau co, nhung tiém duwgc
lam. Con bé chi may ciing hay dén dé. Tao da cham mat may lan ro6i."

"0 thé a?"

"Ong Shida hay dén tiém sach Hitori a?" Tdi rat ngac nhién. Pay la
lan dau t6i nghe chuyén nay.

"Ua, khong biét a? Chd dé tir 6 clia tao di ra kha gan, lai con thu mua
tiéu thuyét ki bi va khoa hoc vién twédng kho bunko véi gia cao nita. Tao
hay dén dé lam!"

Tiém Hitori tap hop kha kha sach bunko tuyét ban. Ong Shida hay lui
tGi cting khong c6 gi 1a la.

"Ong cht ding ay c6 biét dng Shida hay t6i Biblia khong a?"

"Oi dao. Nay nhé, ngay sang nay tao sang d6 ban sach, 1o ta ciing héi
han lang nhang! Cai thang to con tén Gora ra sao, khach dén tiém nay trong
thé nao, con bé chu tiém gan day c6 gi quai quai phai khong..."

"O kia? Sao ong ta lai hoi nhitng chuyén nhu thé chi?" Ayaka nhiu
may.

"Tao cling thay la va thac mac ngay, nhung lao ta khong muon tra 16i
thanh that. Vay thuc té 1a thé nao? Pa xay ra chuyén gi véi lao cha tiém
ay?"
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"Gan day thi khong... Bgt tredc c6 chit rac rdi, nhuwng gidi quyét xong
roi."

Chinh 1a vu mat cap Co gai bo cong anh xdy ra cach day may thang.
Thu pham da bi bat, sach ciing dugc hoan trd. Sau d6 ching t6i khong gap
ong chu tiém Hitori thém lan nao nita.

"Thé a? Néu vay thi la chuyén gi?"
"La chuyeén gi nhi...?"

T6i bong nhé dén tap T6i ac bang tranh gan nhan gia cda tiém Hitori &
nha Kishiro Keiko. Kha nang cao la ba dy va 6ng Inoue quen biét nhau.
Chua biét chirng lai c6 lién quan dén 16i uy thac 1an nay.

R&i khéi nha bép, téi buwdc 1én cau thang trong tam trang lo au.
2

Lén dén tang hai, t6i thdy Shioriko dang ngoi dgi trén chiéu. Co6 mac
do & nha, gom so mi bang vai flannel day va vay xép ly.

"Lo0i qu4, bat anh phai chay di chay lai!"
"Khong c6 gi dau... Toi vao nhé!"

Phong thodang mui thom thom ctia sita tam hodc dau goi dau. Khong
phai phong tam hang nhat, t6i chgt nhé lai 16i em gai ¢6 khi ndy. T6i ngoi
khoanh chan doi dién véi c6 va truyén dat lai nguyén van cau chuyén cua
ong Shida.

Shioriko cham chu lang nghe ma khong hé lang tranh &nh mat toi.
Hinh nhu do méi tdam xong nén ma va dau miii ¢6 do tng. Con t6i c nhin
quanh di quan lai.
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"T6i nghi bay gio khong can ban tam chuyén cta tiém Hitori nita. Lan
toi khi gap ba Keiko, chung ta hay hoi thir xem."

C0 noi va dwa cho toi mot phong bi to mau nau.

T6i m@ phong bi, rit may to gidy vang nau chi chit chit. Chinh la nét
chit cta Kishiro Keiko t6i nhin thay héi triva. Than thé cia Kayama Akira
duwgc trinh bay chi tiét trong may td gidy nay. To thit nhat 1a so do gia pha.

Chit s6 chac la dé chi nam sinh va ndm mat Kayama Akira sinh nam
1928, mat nam 82 tudi. Hién gio nha Kayama c6 bon nguai.

"Ong 4y hon ba Keiko kha nhiéu tuéi thi phai."

Kishiro Keiko dong trang lita vdéi Kayama Yoshihiko va Kayama
Naomi. Cha cap ké v&i mot phu nit trac tudi minh, con cai nao ma chang
kho chiu.

Téi doc lai lich cia Kayama Akira mot cach can than. Ong chao doi &
quan Naka, thanh ph6 Nagoya, tinh Aichi. Sokichi cha 6ng ciing sinh ra &
noi nay, tai liéu con néi "Sokichi lién tuc doi nghé va lam dia moi viéc nhw
phu kéo xe, nhan vién quan tro, ban hang rong, ca nha ong lam vao canh
khon khé dén cung cyc. Nam 1933, sau khi dwa ca nha 1én Tokyo, ong da
thanh cong vuc day cong ty ché pham cao su va tir dé6 cudc song cta gia
dinh 6n dinh tré lai." Cach tran thuat thd o dén mic c6 thé goi la lanh lung,
liéu c6 phai la tai tinh cach cia ngudi viét khong?

"Viéc giao dich v6i quan déi chac 1a tién hanh sau khi virc day cong ty

"

nay.
Shioriko lam bam. T6i 1at sang trang tiép theo.

Lén 1én, Kayama Akira theo hoc mot trwong dai hoc céng lap, tot
nghiép thi phu giip cong viéc kinh doanh cta cha vai nam, ro6i ditng ra
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thanh 1ap treong hoc tw nhan va thanh cong vai vai tro mot nha kinh doanh
treong day nghé tong hop. Tén ngoi truong nay téi cling biét.

Co s@ chinh cuda trvong & Yokohama, di tuyén Tokaido la t&i noi. Moi
nam chac ciing c6 vai nguoi tir trudng cap ba cda toi dén nhap hoc tai day.
Ngoai ra, Akira con kinh doanh them trwong dai hoc tw nhan va treong dan
1ap lién thong cap hai va cap ba.

Phan ly lich ciing cé ghi la vao nam trwéc khi mat "éng nhan huan
chwong chinh pht nhé dwgc danh gia cao trong hoat dong gido duc nhiéu
nam lién." Hién tai con trai 6ng la Yoshihiko dang dam nhiém chic hiéu
treong.

Mot ly lich that dang né!

Kayama Akira la mot nguwdi cé danh tiéng. Ting dong tirng chiv déu
nhan manh tw cach nha gido duc chan chinh ctia 6ng, ai ma ngd ngudi nhw
thé lai bao nu6i ho bich bén ngoai. Trang con lai cia tap gidy ghi dia chi va
nguoi lién lac cua gia dinh Kayama cung nhitng truong hoc ho kinh doanh.
Nha chinh ctia gia dinh Kayama hinh nhw & Daigiri thuoc thanh pho
Fujisawa. Phan cudi "h6é so" cé binh ludn ctia Kayama Akira vé cac tac
pham cta Ranpo.

Ong danh gia cao nhitng truyén ngén suy luan c6 dién thoi ki dau nhw
"Pong 2 xu", "Bai thi tdm ly", "Vu 4n mang trén déc D", nhitng truyén dai
binh dan nhw Nguwoi nhén, Ma ca rong lai khong duge da dong mdy, ong
con rat thich nhitng truyén ngan nang tinh gia twéng va ki quai nhw "Ké chu
du cung btc tranh vai", "Tinh yéu cua ké vo lai".

"Suy luan c6 dién, cu thé 1a nhitng truyén thé nao vay?"

Nguyén ngay hom nay, t6i da nghe tir "c6 dién" may lan nhung chi
hinh dung dugc dai khai ch khong biét y nghia cu thé.
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"Réat kho dinh nghia mot cach don gian. Cé thé néi do la nhitng truyén
ma bi an dua ra sé duwgc gidi quyét mot cach logic dua trén nhitng manh
moi trung thuc, nghia la thé loai tap trung vao qua trinh suy luan hop ly."

"Thi ra la vay." T6i phu hoa, khai niém mo ho da thé hién duwgc bang
ngon tu.

"That ra, xét theo cach nhin bay gio, c6 nhitng tac pham thoi ki dau
ctia Ranpo khong thé néi 1 suy ludn hop ly. Ong s& truong vé y twdng doc
dao va 16i ké kich tinh, nhwng con kha yéu & ki nang xau chuoi chat ché cac
chi tiét dé tao nén mot cau chuyén."”

"Thé a?"

"Vi du khi dang dai ki trén cac tap chi, c6 nhan vat 6ng dan canh sap
x€p moi thit dé chuan bi cho ho chét, nhung cudi cung ho van séng... Nhiéu
lan nhw vay lam, nén viéc tim hiéu nhitng tinh tiét da dwoc dinh chinh khi
ra sach cting kha tha vi. Néi mdi nhd, ngay ca tdc pham dau tay ciling sai co
ban & noi mai dén nhitng nam cudi doi mdéi duwgce phat hién stta chita. Tuy
nhién, khong phai chi minh Ranpo la khong y thitc dwgc cac chd phi
logic..."

Pang say sira néi, Shioriko nhan ra minh lai lac dé. Co6 xin 16i r6i nhin
xuong to gidy, o khong, nguwdi chuyén huwéng sang deé tai khong lién quan
chinh Ia t6i ma.

"A, anh Daisuke nghi sao vé noi dung viét trong day?"
"Ha? A, t6i nghi ba ay trinh bay rat chin chu."

T6i 1at xem lan nita xap gidy dang dat trén chiéu. N6 tdp hgp moi
thong tin co ban vé Kayama Akira, giong hét ho so diéu tra hanh vi. Chi
hiém, nhin ki thi thady nhitng thong tin nay c6 diém khong 6n lam.
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"Chin chu qua mic phai khong?"
"Pung vay."

Shioriko gat dau, nhich lai gan t6i, hai chan van xép chéo sang mot
bén.

"Ba Kuniyo mang cai nay t6i khoang mot gio trudc... Tinh tr luc
ching ta roi khoi nha ho & Yukinoshita thi chwa day hai tiéng. Trong
khoang thoi gian d6 ma ba Keiko da ghi xong thi anh c6 nghi la qua nhanh
khong?"

"Nhwng s6 lwvgng cau chi cé bay nhiéu, néu viét nhanh thi ciing...?"

T6i nhé lai dang vé Kishiro Keiko khi viét chir. Ba viét rat cham. Kho
ma hoan thanh "h6 so" nhanh thé nay!

"Nghia la Kishiro Keiko da tong hgp ly lich Kayama Akira ti truéc?"

"T6i nghi vay." Shioriko gat dau, dwa ngon tré 1én. "Con mot diéu nita.
Nguoi da néi rang sé tong hop ly lich ra gidy roi dwa t6i khong phai la
nguwoi viét cadi nay, ma la ba em. Ciling c6 kha nang Kishiro Keiko tiép
chuing ta la do em gai chi vé duwong di nuéc budce."”

Loi Tanabe Kuniyo hién 1én trong dau to6i. "T6i muoén thuwc hién
nguyén vong cua chi dy bang bat cit gia nao."

"Vay thi, ké cd viéc nhd ching ta sang nha Kayama tim chia khéa
cling la..."

"Khong phai theo y ctia ba chi, t6i nghi thé. That ra vira r6i khi dén
day, Tanabe Kuniyo c6 néi da goi cho Kayama Yoshihiko lan nita, gidi
thiéu ching ta v&i nha bén dy, va ho hen minh chiéu t6i mai dén.

HHé?ll
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NGi dung dy thac rat thiéu ty nhién, dién bién sap dat qua ki luGng.
Muc dich cua ba ta la bugc chung toi phai gap nguwoi nha Kayama, dung
khong?

"Co gi d6 ki la... trong moi viéc."

Ba ta chi can noéi thang ngay tr dau, rang muén ching t6i dén nha
Kayama lay chia khda vé, thé la xong. Sao phdi tién hanh mot trinh tw vong
veo thé nay?

"T6i chwa hiéu sy tinh ra sao... Nhwng ro rang nguwdi d6 mudn mo két
sat bang moi gid. Du gi cling nén dé y dén hanh dong va 10i néi cua hai
nguoi nay."

"Theo co, trong két sat cé thi gi?"

T6i cdm nhan dwoc hoi dm ti co thé Shioriko, thi ra t6i da nga lai gan
cO tu lic nao.

"Néu thyc sy la d6 quy hiém lién quan dén Ranpo, thi chac chan
khong don thuan la sach cii. Kha nang cao la di vat dac biét hoac ban thao
viét tay. Gia thi trong it nhat cling phai trén mot triéu yén."

"No6i dwgc dén mitc nay, nghia la c6 da doan ra r6i?"

"Anh Daisuke, lic & nha Keiko, anh da cam quyén Egawa Ranko phai
khong?"

Dot nhién c6 doi deé tai, toi hoi hang nhung cling gat dau.
"T6i da cam... D6 cling la tiéu thuyét ha?"

"Um, né 1a tiéu thuyét hop tac giita cac tac gia trinh thAm duong thoi,
viét theo hinh thitc ti€p strc tr nam 1930 dén 1931. Ngudi chap buat dau tién
la Ranpo, di nhién nhan dé cling do Ranpo ddt. Chuyén ké vé cudc doi day
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song gio cua co Egawa Ranko xinh dep, thué nhé cha me bi tham sat, 16n
1én dam chim vao thé gigi khoai lac va bao lyc. Bay la mét tac pham phiéu
Iwu c6 cot truyén hay, thoi bay gio con vai cudn nita cdu t&¢ duwdi dang hop
tac. Egawa Ranko dugc thyc hién bdi mot doi ngti cuc ki hung hau. Nguoi
chap buit tiép theo la Yokomizo Seishi, ngoai ra con c6 Yumeno Kyusaku,
Koga Saburo, Oshita Udaru, Morishita Uson..."

Cai tén Yokomizo Seishi thi t6i méi thdy lic ndy. T6i nhg r6, 6ng
chinh la nguoi sang tao nhan vat Kindaichi Kosuke.

"Edogawa Ranpo va Yokomizo Seishi c6 than nhau khong?"

"C0, tat nhién. Qua sy gidi thiéu ctia ngwdi quen ma hai nguwdi ho trd
nén than thiét, chinh Ranpo la nguwoi khuyén khich Yokomizo Seishi viét
tiéu thuyét trinh tham, diéu nay da tao co hoi dé 6ng ra mat véi ti cach nha
van. Thoi tré Yokomizo Seishi la bién tap vien tap chi, c6 thoi con phu
trach bién tap ca sach cua Ranpo. Tinh ban cua ho kéo dai t6i bon muwoi
nam dén tan Idc Ranpo qua doi."

"Thé co a?"

T6i khong hé hay biét. Hoa ra cha dé cua Akechi Kogoro va cha dé
cta Kindaichi Kosuke cé quan hé sau sac dén thé.

"ROi sao?"

"Trong cac ban in dau tién cua Ranpo thi Egawa Ranko la cao gia
nhat."

Bau khong khi ldng xudng, t6i rut ré mé miéng, "Cao la khodng bao
nhiéu?"

"Sach ma dep thi it nhat cling phai mot triéu yén trg 1én. Sach quy
hiém nhuwong ay con khong them che chan gi, thi thi bén trong két sat phai
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quy gia hon r6i!"

M6 hoi lanh tudn trén lwng toi. T6i c& twdng dé chi la tdc pham binh
thuwong nén vo tu so vao. Thao nao luc nd suyt rét, chi minh Shioriko keu
1én.

"C6 1é Tanabe Kuniyo ciing khong biét dau."

Ba ta da an cu6n Egawa Ranko vao gia sach mot cach tho bao. Trudc
s vung vé cua t6i, ba dy té ra phat y nhung khong hé giat minh. Néu biét
duwgc gia tri cia no thi han ba ta da tai mét mat ra roi.

"Rat c6 thé! Cling chang may khi gia dinh ctia nguwdi swu tam sach cii
co hing thu vdi sach cti ma."

Bat giac toi cham chi nhin Shioriko. Chuyén dang néi nghe nhw
chuyén cua ngudi khac, nhwng thue té chi em Shinokawa chinh 1a vi du ro6
nhat. Chi thi "mot sach" cuc do con c6 em gai gan nhu khéng doc gi. Du
vay, khong c6 nghia la ho khong thwong nhau. N6i méi dé y, ngay ca viéc
cd em tan tinh cham séc co chi bi thwong ciling giong canh nha Kishiro
Keiko.

S& thich khac nhau nhung tinh cam danh cho gia dinh luon khong thay
doi.

"Chit chau day, mot mau gidy ghi chi me con khong cho, dirng néi tGi
sach."

Loi Shinokawa Ayaka khi ndy van vang vang bén tai. Tai sao Chieko
khong dé lai thit gi cho c6 bé? Phdi chang vi nguwdi con thit khong gidng
minh, khong ham doc sach nén ba méc ké thé nao xong th6i?

"A, anh Daisuke?"
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Nghe goi, t6i ngwdc mat lén, mat Shioriko con gan hon khi nay.
Khoang céach gitta ching t6i sat rat dén mic tiéu cyw khong con xac dinh
dwgc diém nhin. T6i cling hiéu o rang co chi dang chu tdm vao cau chuyén
va khong c6 y d6 nao khac. Du vay, ban tay toi dé trén dui van bat giac nam
chat lai.

"Ngay mai, Aya sé lo dong ctra tiém, toi dinh tam chiéu dén nha
Kayama. Anh Daisuke thi sao...?"

"A, di nhién toi sé cung di chi. Toi sé lai xe."

Shioriko dat tay 1én bau nguc cang day nhw thd phao nhe nhom. Bi ct
dong do thu hut, t6i bat gidc dwa mat nhin theo.

"Cam on anh nhé. Ho6i ndy t6i c6 xem thtr dia chi, thay hoi xa nha ga
va duwong lai nhiéu doc nén dang lo khong biét phdi lam sao. T6i sé trd on
anh dang hoang... Anh sao thé?"

"A, khong, trd on gi vay?"

Chac vi dang dao dong nén téi da buot miéng haéi.
DP6i mdi co6 hé mé, "Oi troi, téi chwra ndi sao?"
"Va... vang."

"Tién thuong."

Trong choc lat, dau 6c toi trong rong, "Ha?"

"Tién thwong... Nay nhé, chang phai ti trwdc t6i da nhd anh Daisuke
da thit chuyén roi sao? Gan day anh cling gitp t6i sap xép lai nha chinh
nita... A, mic du t6i khong thé tra cho anh dwgc nhiéu nhung..."
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Co e then dan cac dau ngon tay cua hai ban tay vao nhau. C chi rat dé
thwong, nhung tim t6i bong lanh buét.

Khong phai t6i gian. Ma t6i that vong vi khong khién c¢6 cdm nhan
dwgce tdm y ctia minh, lai con mat cong mo mong van vo vi hai chit "tra
on", cac y nghi cit thé quan vao nhau, r6i ren phittc tap.

"T6i lam khong phdi vi mudn dugc trad on!"

Giong diéu t6i bong cing ran khac thuwong. Cap mat Shioriko dang sau
trong kinh ma to, chirtng nhw rat ngac nhién.

"Tién thudng gi dé khong can dau!"

Giong t6i nho lai tham hai. That ra, néi khong can tién thwdng la noi
doi. Vi binh thuong lwong cua téi cling chang nhiéu nhdn gi.

"Nhung ma, khi xong xudi vu nay, c6 co6 thé di choi véi t6i khong?
Khong phai tra on, ma la hen ho!"

That ra da vai lan ching t6i ra ngoai v6i nhau, nhung bao tredc mot
cach ro rang day la hen ho thi méi la lan dau tién. T6i do dy dén tan bay
gio chi vi titng nghe c0 tuyén bo "sé & vay ca doi", bung bao da néu tho 10
thi s€ bi cy tuyét ma thoi.

"Hen ho..."

Shioriko thi tham mot cach yéu 6t. T6i dgi cau tra 16i, nhung cd khong
hita sé di cling khong tir ch6i. Co do ngudi ra, van giit vé ngac nhién. Du
sao toi cling nghi 1a minh da truyén dat dwgc tam tw. Toi sé khong lui budc
nira.

"Co0 can nhac xem!"
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Sau khi bat day va sai buéc ra khoi phong, t6i lao nhw tén ban xudng
cau thang.

3

Ngay tiép theo, ching t6i t6i nha Kayama sém hon mot chiit so véi
gio hen.

Ngo6i nha nam cudi con dudng ngodn ngoéo trén swon doi yén tinh.
Budc ra khoi xe van, chiing t6i kinh ngac nhin canh cong sat cé trang tri, va
tru cong lam bang gach. Con dwong nho trai da kéo dai nhw ré vao lum cay,
tlr ch6 nay khong nhin dwgc ngoi nha. Chi thé thoi cling du thay day la khu
dat rat rong.

"Di nao!"
Shioriko mac chiéc 4o khoac mau nhat nhw mua xuan.

Vi da duge hudng dan la nén vao tir cong ngach, chung t6i ben di theo
16i do.

Ngh lai thi thdy nha Kishiro Keiko dang & cling kha rong. Vay thi nha
chinh ctia Kayama Akira, chu s& hitu biét thy dé, khong 1y nao lai nho hon
dwogc. Gia dinh chung toi sé gap sau day nghe noi la mot gia dinh tv ban
diang nghia.

Chang may chdc hinh bong ngéi nha hién ra. B6 1a mot toa nha hai
tang 16n kiéu Tay, ndi bat vi sy twong phan gitta ngdi nau do va twong da
trang. Dién mao dugc git gin tinh twom, nhung xem ching da c6 lich s
lau doi. Néu n6 dugc xép hang di san van hoa cua thanh pho hay ctda tinh
thi cling khong c6 gi dang ngac nhién.

"Mot ng6i nha tuyét voi! That giong ngoi nha dugc ta trong series Doi
tham t& nhi." Shioriko mé man budng tiéng thd dai. "Quai nhan hai muoi
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khu6n mat cé xuat hién ¢ day ciing khong lay gi lam la."
"Thé, thé a?"

Néu la binh thwong thi téi da c6 thé noéi nhitng cau dai loai "Khong
phai t6i dang khen dau", nhung hom nay tam trang t6i dang roi boi. Loi tho
16 t6i qua van con dé lai du am, nén t6i khong biét phai to thai do thé nao.
No6i dugc cau "Co can nhac xem" thi cling hung diing ddy, nhung lic dy to6i
quén béng mat la hang ngay van phai lam viéc cung co.

Biéu hién cta Shioriko khong c6 gi d6i khac so v6i moi khi. T6i rat
muon hoéi "Co c6 dang can nhac khong day?" nhuwng khong thé, nén tam
thoi chi con cach quan sat qua thai do.

shioriko bam chiéc chuéng bang dong & 16i vao nha, du chong nang,
c6 van dirng thang lwng mot cach dwong hoang. Trén canh ctra, khe hé dai
va hep ngang tam mat ma& ra, dé 10 mot déi mat dan ong deo kinh gong kim
loai. Vét nhan han & 4n dwong nhu n6i 1én tam trang cia ngwdoi do.

Khe hé dong lai, trong tich tac bau khong khi tinh lang han di. Khong
hiéu sao t6i c6 cam giac minh sé bi cho chd mai thé nay, nhung chang may
choc canh ctra kién co da cham cham mé ra.

Mot ngudi dan ong gay go, c6 khudn mat dai va déi moi day hién ra.
Hin di ngoai ndm muoi, cim chdy xé va téc lwa thwa. Ao len may khéo
phoi véi quan dai cé nép 1a, kiéu dang giéng do mac & nha nhwng chin chu
qua mitc nén tréng cé phan thiéu ty nhién, lam t6i lién twéng t6i ma no
canh ¢ quay ban trang phuc nam trong trung tam thwong mai.

"A, chdu dén day theo uy thic ctia ba Kishiro Keiko, chau la
Shinokawa."

"A, cho tiém sach cli. Con Tanabe dau?" 6ng nhac tdi cai tén ay nhw
dang phi nho.
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"Hom nay... chi c6 ching chau dén thoi a."

Tanabe Kuniyo e rang moi chuyén sé tré nén phitc tap néu c6 mat ba,
nén da khong di. D6 ding la quyét dinh chinh xac, tdi tham nhan xét khi
quan sat khuon mat dan 6ng kho dam dam kia. Di nhién vGi ching toi 6ng
ta cling thé hién mot thai d6 khong thé noéi la dé chiu.

"T6i la Kayama Yoshihiko. Bing & day khong hay lam, vao trong di!"
T6i va Shioriko duwgce dan vao phong khach ngap nang chiéu.

P06 noi that rat dé s, xem chirng toan la hang quy hiém, thanh that ma
néi, t6i cam thdy khong dugc thodi mai gitta dong do dac nay. Khi chiing
toi ngoi vao chiéc sofa doi, Kayama Yoshihiko cling ngéa lung trén chiéc
sofa don phia doi dién.

DPruing la nguoi da song & day lau nam, dang dap 6ng cuc ki hai hoa véi
chiéc ghé.

"That 1a mot noi chén tuyét voi!" Shioriko thi tham khen nggi.

"Nha riéng ctia mot kién tric sw ngwoi My dau thoi Chiéu Hoa, do 6ng
ta dich than thiét ké. Vai nam sau 6ng t6i mua lai, noi that va do dac truwéce

chién tranh cting con lai nhiéu lam."

Yoshihiko diém dam gidi thich. B4t ngd canh ctta m& ra, mot phu nit
toc ngan 16 madt vao. Ngwoi nay xem chirng kém 6ng vai tudi, mac 4o len cé
kiéu dang twong ti du khong phai la do doi.

"Anh... A!" Nhan ra c6 khach, ba cti dau chao véi vé nghi ngo. Chac
day la Hidemi, vg cta Yoshihiko. Ching t6i dinh nhom day dap 1é nhung
Yoshihiko da khoét tay y bao cit ngoi yén.
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"Nhitng ngwoi dua tin tv Kamakura. Xong viéc ngay thoi, em khong
can phai lam gi dau." Ong néi v6i vo nhung 16ng may khéng hé nhiic
nhich. Ba vg chitng nhu hiéu y, gat dau qua loa r6i dong ctta lai. Nghi cho
ki thi cling khong thé khac dugc, Kishiro Keiko bi gia dinh nay ghét cay
ghét dang ma.

"Sao nao? Nghe no6i hai ngudi dén day tim chia khoa?"

"Va... vang."

"T6i nbi v6i bén do roi, & day khong tim thay chia khoa, cling khong
biét mat khau. Cha t6i khong hé mét 10i nao vé két cing. Va lai, nha nay

chang hirng thu gi véi cai két 1an nhitng thit lién quan. T6i da khuyén goi
nguwoi mdé khoa dén pha di ma lai. Tai sao ba ta khong lam thé chi?"

"Tai ba ay lo nh& bén trong c6 céi gi..."

Shioriko thu minh lai, trd 16i ma khong nhin vao mat doi phuong.
Ciing vi Yoshihiko trong dwong bé qua, khong hiéu sao toi lai lién twdong
dén canh c6 hoc tro dang bi thay gido mang.

"R6t cudc 1a cdi gi & trong két sat? Nghe noi la dé6 quy hiém lién quan
dén Edogawa Ranpo."

"Chau khong hoi a."

"C6 khong biét ma di hgp tac a? Nhung tai sao tiém sach cii lai nhan
chan sai vat thé nay chi?

"Ong Kayama Akira cha bac, hoi xua rat hay mua sach & tiém chau.
Vi méi duyén nay, ba Keiko m@&i nhd bon chau tim hiéu gitip mat khau."

Van ap ung nhu moi khi, nhung Shioriko da giai thich mét cach an
toan. Du c6 ké 1€ dai dong la mé& dugc két sat thi sé duwgce ban cho bd suwu
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tap, duwgc cho xem bén trong cai két thi cting chang dé lam gi.
"Vay é?"

Khong biét tai sao nép nhan gitta an dwong Yoshihiko da bién mat.
Ong &n ngén tay vao thai dwong, than thd nhin xuéng vanh chiéc ban tron.

"Nguoi siru tam truyén trinh thdm cat vao ngdi nha & Kamakura c6
that la ong noi va cha t6i khong?"

"Chau chua tirng gdp hai vi do... Nhung trong danh sach khach hang
cda tiém van con tén 6ng Kayama Akira va dia chi & Kamakura. Chau xin
16i, nhung bac khong biét chuyén doé a?"

"Toi khong biét."

Yoshihiko thd dai lam bam. Cé cam giac cudi cung t6i cling dwgc nhin
thdy mot phan tng gidng nguwdi cia ngwoi dan 6ng nay.

"T6i chwa bao gio biét dén su ton tai cuia biét thy @ Kamakura. Sau cai
chét dot ngot cta cha, toi da rat sttng sot khi mé di chiic. Moi ngudi trong
nha ciing vay. Chi riéng luat s ¢6 van ttr thoi cha la biét thoi."

Ng6i bén canh toi, Shioriko gat dau lay 1é. Xem chirng c6 dang ling
tung vi dot nhién dugc nghe nguoi la ké vé hoan canh caa ho, khong biét
phai tiép 10i vao thoi diém nao.

"R6t cudc ching t6i da tuan tha ban di chic. Néu thién ha biét dén sy
ton tai cia con nguwdi do thi sé rat kho khan cho ching t6i. T6i cling mong
c6 thong cam cho tinh huéng nay."

"Ta... tat nhién r6i a. Xin bac yén tam!"
That dang tiéc, cha tiém cua toi lai di ap ung vao dung lic ay. Khong

rd c6 phai vi bt an, vét nhan giita an duwong cua Kayama Yoshihiko lai han
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sau.

T6i da hiéu doi chit tinh hinh & day. Thoang nhin ngbi nha la biét gia
dinh Kayama nam mot khoi tai san kha 16n, khong dén noi tranh chap véi
Kishiro Keiko vi viéc phan chia ctia cdi nhu t6i da twong. Biéu khién
Kayama Yoshihiko lo s¢ hon ca la ngwoi ngoai biét chuyén cha minh, mot
"nha gido duc", lai c6 quan hé bat chinh ngoai luéng. V&i mot nguoi ké
nghiép cha, ngoi & vi tri hiéu tredng nhw 6ng thi ding l1a c6 nhiéu chuyén
phéi chii y. Ong dong y gidp mit nhitng ngudi khong quen biét nhu chiing
t0i, chac cling dé tranh viéc kich dong Kishiro Keiko.

"Bac da dén tham... ngdi nha & Kamakura r6i phdi khéng a?" Shioriko
héi.

"Lan dau tién la sau khi dong dat. Con trudc nita ching t6i chi noi
chuyén qua diéen thoai."

"Sao lai gap dot ngot nhu thé a?"

Pung. Chi em nha d6 ciing ndi "ho tir ch6i cho mai dén gan day".
Nghia la gan day méi bat dau gap.

"Vi toi khong tién tir choi 10i nhd va cia ngudi mac bénh nang va bi
thwong nhu thé." Kayama Yoshihiko tra 101, "Khodng ntta nam truéc, bén
do6 ty dung im hoi lang tiéng lam t6i thay la. Héi luat su riéng thi nghe noi
ong ay ciing c6 viéc dén tim may lan nhung nha ctra chang c6 ai. Chac day
la Idc ba ta nhap vién."

Nghia la Kishiro Keiko da nhap vién khoang nita nam tredc. Phu hop
v@i cau chuyen chung toi nghe duogc.

"At ba ta van nghi 1a t6i dang giit chia khoa 1an mat khau. Hiéu lam
nhu thé thi t6i cling khong biét phai lam sao. Nén t6i danh nhuwong bo va
néi rang tam thagi sé tim chia khéa tredc.”
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Kayama Yoshihiko khé lac dau. T6i cam nhan dwoc sy thong cam ctia
ong doi vGi Keiko, du chi 1a mot chut.

"Bac c6 tim hiéu lai lich Kishiro Keiko va gia dinh ba ay khong?"

T6i nhd lai 101 dan caa Shioriko t6i qua, rang can chu y dén hanh dong
va 10i nodi cua hai chi em nha nay.

Chac ¢o ciing muon thu thap thong tin vé ho. Kayama Yoshihiko tat
nhién khong doan duwgc y d6 cta cau hoi, ong tra 10i ngay tap Iw, "T6i tim
hiéu r6i. Xuat than & thi trdn Miyashiro, ho hang hién thdoi chi c6 mot em
gai va mot chau trai, cha me mat khodng hai mwoi nam vé truedc, khong con
than thich nao khac. Ma bén c6 khong biét gi sao?"

"Ba... ba &y khong noi nhiéu vé ban than. Véi lai dé tim ra mat khau,
chéau nghi cling nén tim hiéu do6i chat thong tin vé ba Keiko. Néu, néu nhw
khong c6 gi tréd ngai, chau cé thé hdi vé qua trinh quen biét giita 6ng
Kayama Akira va ba Keiko khong a?"

So vdi thai do rut ré thwong thdy, cau hoi nay that bao gan. Kayama
lap t&c nhan nho khé chiu. Nhung ong nhan ra c6 tranh né thi cling vo ich
nén bat dau giai thich, tuy van biu moi.

"Gia dinh khéng may kha gia, ban than nhan dugc hoc bong tw nhan
dé hoc dai hoc. Giam doc cta quy hoc bong do6 la cha t6i. Sinh vién tot
nghiép sé dugc tham gia mot bita tiéc than mat dé giao lwu vdi giam déc
cta quy hoc bong, va ho quen biét nhau. Ba ta & lai hoc tiép cao hoc, nghe
noi dinh huéng lam nha nghién cau.”

"Nha nghién ctru?"

"Linh vic chuyén mon la van hoc dai ching can dai, dac biét la tiéu
thuyét trinh tham thoi so khai. Pwong nhién c6 cd Edogawa Ranpo dting
khong?"
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Trong mot bita tiéc nhw thé thi chuyén mon cuia sinh vién ty nhién sé
trd thanh cha dé ban luan. Ca hai da gap duwgc ngudi cung sé thich @ mot
noi khong ngo tai.

"Luat s riéng cua gia dinh t6i ndi rang, trong vai nam sau khi quen
biét, ho chi gap dinh ki va n6i chuyén vé sd thich thoi. Cha téi mai an, gidi
thiéu viéc lam thém cho ba ta. VGi nguoi tré néi chung 6ng déu hanh xw
nhw vay. Ong rét thich giip d& ngudi khac." Kayama Yoshihiko tam ngirng,
mat doi 1én tran nhu lan tim ki c. "Ba ta tot nghiép cao hoc va tr¢ thanh
giang vién, nhung khong du an nén van c6 kiém mot cong viéc lam thém.
R6t cudc sitc khoe bi tan pha, mat viéc, khong lo noi ca noi &, cha téi bén
chu cap cho ba ta ng6i nha & Kamakura. D6 1a chuyén cta hai 1am hai sau
nam ve trede."

"La sau khi cu Kayama Sokichi qua doi, dang khong a?"

Shioriko héi. T6i nhé tdi so do pha hé. Hai lam hai mwoi sdu nam
trwde tie la khodng nam 1985, lic d6 vg Kayama Akira con séng.

"Pung vay. Va chi con mot minh cha t0i ra vao ngoi nha ¢ Kamakura.
Nghe noi, lic dau ong thué ba ta vGi tw cach quan ly nha va bo swu tap

sach, nhung rot cudc... Cha téi du nghiém tiic nhung cling chi 1a nguwoi dan
ong pham tran."

Giong ndi that vong pha lan nu cwdi kho sd. Vi Kayama Yoshihiko,
chac chan Akira 1a mot cha dang tw hao. Phdi chang cang t6n kinh bao
nhiéu thi lai cang that vong bay nhiéu?

"Ong nha khong néi chuyén vé Ranpo véi gia dinh a?"

"Khong, hoan toan khong." Kayama Yoshihiko phu dinh mot cach dit
khoat. "Ban dau t6i con khong biét 6ng thich doc truyén trinh tham nita kia.
Khi ¢ nha, cha hay ngoi li trong thw phong. Nhung trong dé, dirng noi
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Ranpo, ma tiéu thuyét binh thuwong cling khong cé. Ong 1a ngudi that tha,
kiém 15, néi thé ndo nhi, 1a ngwdi kho khan vé vi. It nhat 1a nhu t6i thay."

That ki la. Theo 16i ké cua Kishiro Keiko thi Kayama Akira la mot
ngwoi "rat thich sach, vui vé, tinh nghich". Nhan xét ¢ day lai trai ngugc
hoan toan, nhw mot ngwdi khac vay. Sao ma sai léch dén thé?

"Vi cha nhw thé, nén doi véi viéc vui choi cta con cdi, gia dinh t6i
cing rat nghiém khac. Khong cho mua truyén tranh du la ty mua bang tién
tieu vat, ti vi con khong dugc xem thoai mai. Chi cho doc giai thoai vi
nhan, tir dién bach khoa hay van hoc thiéu nhi cha me chon san thoi.

HHé?ll

Shioriko cao giong kinh ngac. V6i nguoi t nho da dugc doc sach thoa
thich nhw c6 thi canh ngd nay chang khac nao dia nguc. Chac la chi twdng
twong thoi da mudn nghet thé roi.

"Cha bac cam a?"

"Khong, chu yéu la do phwong cham ctia me t6i. Me 16n 1én trong mot
gia dinh quan nhan cép cao, lai la trudng nit nén duwgc gido duc kha nghiém
khac. Vi thé, ba cling nghiét nga vGi cac con minh. Cha khong té y kién gi
Vé cac quyét dinh ctia me, nghia la 6ng cling dong tinh r6i. Trong khi do6 lai
di gidu nhem nhitng tiéu thuyét trinh tham yéu thich."

"Nhung tai sao lai can gidu & mot nha khac chix?"

T6i dot ngot xen vao. D6 la chuyén khién t6i ban khoan suét tir nay
dén gio.

"Chau nghi dé ¢ nha nay ciling dwgc. Hon nita, gidu nhem ca véi gia
dinh..."
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"T6i van chwa hiéu r6 nguyén nhan. Khong chitng do dac thu cong
viéc hodc s¢g mang tiéng xau. Tiéu thuyét danh cho ngudi trwedng thanh cta
Ranpo c6 nhiéu canh da man lam ding khong? Nao la phanh thay co gai
tré, vui thi thé vao thach cao trang tri...

T6i van thay chwa thoa dang. Viéc trong ngoi nha nay khong cé lay
mot cudn tiéu thuyét, ngay ca cta Ranpo thi t6i thay hoi qua. Dudng nhw
con mot ly do nao khac.

"N6i mdi nhd, chi co series Poi tham tr nhi la ngoai 1€ thoi." Kayama
Yoshihiko bt chgt néi. "Bo d6 1a do cha gom vé cho chiing tdi. Ong mua
thém & hiéu sach dén may lan va da gom dwoc cho anh em to6i khodng hai
muoi lam, hai mwoi sdu quyén. Chi chitng do6 théi, me da khong hai long,
ba cho rang noi dung truyén kich dong qua nhiéu. Cha t6i mua chac vi 6ng
ham m§ Edogawa Ranpo."

"Néu la thoi bac con nho thi d6 han l1a bé D4i tham t nhi - Edogawa
Ranpo toan tap ctia nha xuat ban Poplar."

Vira chuyén qua chu dé sach thi Shioriko dot nhién ngang mat 1én, bat
dau néi chuyén rat lanh le. Bong choc c6 nhw bién thanh mot nguwai khac.

"Néu xét trén so lwgng thi c6 thé thdy 6ng nha chi mua truyén cho
thiéu nhi cia Ranpo. Phdi chang s6 sach d6 dang lan ca nhitng quyén ma
gdy c6 hinh con nhén va nhitng quyén gay c6 hinh mii sat phwong Tay a?"

Kayama Yoshihiko hoi diu nét mat, "Pung la nguoi @ tiém sach cii cé
khac, biét rd qua! Chinh xac la thé. Nha t6i cling chang cé may tro giai tri
nén toi da doc di doc lai kha nhiéu lan may quyén do."

"S6ng ¢ ngodi nha nay, chac han sé c6 cam giac rat tuyét voi giong nhw

minh dang c6 mat trong chinh cau chuyén vay. That ghen ti qua a! C& nhu
quai nhan hai mwoi khuén mat thye sysé xudt hién..." Shioriko nhin quanh
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phong khéch va thot 1én day cam than. Co6 1€ co cling ngai choc gian 6ng
cht nha, nhung vankhong kim dwge phan chan nén ¢t nhap nhom.

"Pung r6i, t0i ti'ng twdng twong ra canh quai nhan ding ngoai cta s6
nhin trom vao day, cling c6 lic lai ndo nitc di tim nhitng mau gidy nhan
khong hé ton tai."

"Va choi tro dong vai doi tham t nhi nita chir..."

"Pwong nhién roi. Toi dong vai doi trudng, em gai va dira tré hang
x6m vao vai doi vién. Dé chuan bi khi quai nhan tdi, chiing t6i da dao may
cai ho bay & ngoai veon nén bi me la mang dir doi." Pang say swa ké,
Kayama Yoshihiko bong im bat, r6i mau chéng tran tinh lai. 6ng dang hang
mot tiéng va nga lung ra sofa, trd vé vai biéu hién khé chiu ban ndy giong
nhu vira deo lai mdt na. "Lén trung hoc ciing 1a Iuc gia tv nhitng tro choi
nhuw thé."

Ong néi va ditng 1én khoi ghé, nhin xuéng ching t6i vin dang ngoi,
"Toan la chuyén v6 bg, n6i dén day du réi. Trudc mat c6 hdy thong bao cho

nguoi dan ba do rang, t6i da lam moi cach ma khong tim thay chia khoa."

RO rang la 6ng dinh dudi chiing t6i. Nhuwng Shioriko khong chun budr,
giong nhu cong tac van dang duge bat, "Cé hai thit chau muén dwgc bac
cho xem. Xem xong chau sé vé a."

Ong chti nha nheo mét. Ro rang 1a dang canh giac, "Xem céi gi?"

"Néu bac van gitt, chdu muén dugc xem DGi tham tit nhi - Edogawa
Ranpo toan tap cta nha xuat ban Poplar."

"Ly do?"

"Trwdc mat, chdu c6 chuyén mudn xac nhan. Sé xong ngay thoi a."
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Kayama Yoshihiko ddo mat nhin ra cho khac, suy nghi mét lic roi
mién cuwdng gat dau, "Pugc thoi. Chac 1a van dé trén ké sach trong kho.
Thi¥ con lai?"

"Chau muén dwgc xem thuw phong cta 6ng nha." Shioriko néi dit
khoat, nhu thé dé la chuyén qua nho nhat vay.

4

Can phong dugc goi la kho nam & dau khu nha, nho, am thap, quay ra
hwéng Bac, do dac bam day bui. Cac thiét bi dién cii ki xép thanh hang
trong nhw dé bay trong vién bédo tang. Vi chi la thuong dan nén t6i khong
kim dwgc y nghi chac toan la mén quy gid, néu ban di cting dugc bon tién.

Ké sach dat canh ti vi c6 chan diéng. Tac pham ciua Edogawa Ranpo
xép thang hang cung tr dién bach khoa cii va may cudn khac giéng nhw
gido trinh dam thoai tiéng Anh. Chinh x4c la dau gay sach c6 hai loai la
hinh con nhén va mii sat phwong Tay. Con dau mat na vang ma t6i biét thi
khong thay dau.

"Pay la ban in trwdc khi doi thanh dau mat na vang."

Shioriko giai thich nhé cho t6i nghe. Loi giai thich van tat hon moi
khi, chac c6 gilt y do c6 Kayama Yoshihiko khoanh tay ditng bén canh, vé
mat con kho chiu hon lic nay. Ma t6i nghi thé cling khong phai 1a qua dang
lam. Tam thdi 6ng ay con nghe theo nguyén vong ctia Shioriko, chi cling
khong biét dugce khi nao tam trang o6ng thay doi.

"Anh Daisuke c6 thé ldy vai quyén cho toi xem bén trong dugc
khong? Quyén c6 dau hinh con nhén ay."

Mot tay c6 dang cam nang. T6i gat dau.
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Hinh nhw nhitng quyén c6 dau con nhén la thudc nita dau bo sach, con
quyén c6é hinh mi sat phwong Tay la thudc nita sau. Phan nita dau da rach
bwom nhwng phéan nita sau van con rat dep. T6i lan lwgt 1dy nhitng quyén
c6 dau con nhén la "Quai nhan hai mwoi khuon mat", "Doi tham t nhi",
"Quai nhan tang hinh" va m@& cac trang bén trong ra.

"Nhitng quyén dau da dugc doc kha nhiéu nhi?"

Shioriko bat chuyén véi Kayama Yoshihiko. Chac c6 nghi 6ng cling
thoai mai hon khi & cho nay.
"Vi khi cha mua nhitng quyén sau, chiing to6i da 1én trung hoc r6i."

Théi do rat lanh lung, nhung t6i cdm nhan dwoc sy tw chu trong 10i
ong néi, nén cling thay yén tam.

"Qua nhién, toan la sach xuat ban vao cudi thap nién 1960 dau 1970.
Anh Daisuke, dé chac chan, anh 14y luén cd may quyén c6 dau mi sat
phuong Tay nita nhé!"

"A, dugc!"

Lan nay, toi chon "Tién si phu thay", "Bap bé ac ma", "L&i nguyén
ctia quai nhan hai mat" va mé ra nhu khi ndy. Nhitng cu6n nay gan giong
v6i sach trong series Doi tham t nhi ma hoi nhé t6i da thdy. Bén canh
tranh vé dita tré cam may vo tuyén, cé chit "Kayama Yoshihiko" viét that

to. N6i méi nhé, hinh nhuw & bia 16t cia nhitng quyén sach khac ciing thay
viét thé nay.

"Tat ca déu viét tén phai khong a?"

Shioriko lai hoi Yoshihiko. Khuon mat ong thuc sy cau co.
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"Vi em gai t6i luon cam di mot cach tuy tién, nén to6i da ndi nong roi
ghi vao do. Luc dy t6i con tré con ma. V@i nhitng cuén sach c6 ghi tén, toi
cdm no6 so vao. Ma van chua xong ha?"

"Xin 16i! Chau xong ro6i a. Anh Daisuke, duwgc r6i."

T6i dé quyén "Loi nguyén ctia quai nhan hai mat" vao ké nhw cii.
Shioriko quay sang Kayama Yoshihiko, cam on mot cach lich su.

"Céam on bdac rat nhiéu. Vay tiép theo chiing ta dén thv phong ctia 6ng
nha a."

"Truwdc khi di, hdy noi xem ndy gio c6 da xac nhan cai gi vay?"

"Chau muodn xac nhan xem c6 phai tat ca déu la ban phat hanh thagi bac
con nién thiéu khong Thé théi. Chau nghi 6ng nha mua toan tap nay cot la
dé cho bac day."

"Chtt con sao! Chinh vi vay t6i mdi hoi cé van dé gi ma?"
Shioriko im lang mot 1at roi lac dau kho sd, "Xem thw phong xong

chau tra 10i dugc khong? Vi chau nghi néen giai thich theo trinh tw."

Co da noi thé thi chi con cach cho xem thu phong thoi. Yoshihiko hi
miii, rdo budc di trede. Shioriko chong nang theo sau.

Khong biét c6 that 1a phai sap xép theo trinh ty khong, hay Shioriko
chi c6 y néi vay dé dugc cho xem thw phong. Du thé nao di nita, t6i van
nghi c6 la mot ngudi rat cu.

Thu phong ctia Kayama Akira ¢ tang hai, ngay tir 16i vao da khac véi
cac phong khac. Canh ctta dep duwgc trang tri bang cac tam panel hinh chi
nhat trong do sd va nang né. T6i phai giup Shioriko day cia vi c6 khéng
thé md bang mot tay.
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"Ctra lam toan bang go bach day. Luc nhé t6i khon kho vi do khé ma
cta nd, nhung cha thich thé thi biét lam sao. P6 dac bén trong cling toan
bang g6 bach ca."

Chung t6i nghe Yoshihiko gidi thich trong khi budc vao thuw phong.
Dién tich 16n hon t6i nghi, tran nha rat cao. Hai bén twong la gia sach co
dinh. Trudc cita s6 chinh ké mot cai ban 16n cing mau véi canh ctra. Phong
bai tri theo kiéu ngudi di vao sé doi dién v4i cht nhan ngo6i trede ban. Gan
ctta ké mot bd ban ghé tiép khach giong nhu & tang mot. Khong hiéu sao
cach sap dat nay lam t6i nghi t6i phong hiéu tredng.

"Chi c6 phong nay la giit nguyén nhuv lic cha con séng. T6i noi tredc
luén, khéng c6 chia khéa hay mat khau gi dau. T6i da tim qua mot lugt
r6i."

Yoshihiko nhic nhé. Shioriko huéng anh nhin vé gia sach. "Ong nha
thuvong hay ¢ day phai khong?"

"Hé an com xong la cha & 1i trong thw phong cho dén ltic di nga. Lam
viéc hay gap g& néi chuyén véi nhitng khach than cling chu yéu la & day."

Trén gia c6 nhiéu sach lién quan dén lich st va gido duc. Pap vao mat
toi la bd Hé thong tw twédng Nhat Ban va Van héa Minh Tri toan tap dugc
xép thanh hang. Ngoai ra con cé tur dién tén nguoi, tiv dién tiéng nudc
ngoai, nhitng tai liéu lién quan dén chi ndi va tha ngtt. To6i nghi ndi dung
sach rat phu hgp vdi mot nha gido duc, nhung la mot diéu 1a khong hé thay
cho nao thé hién sd thich ca nhan. Giéng hét ké sach trong thw vién.

"Trong nha nay, sach v& ctia 6ng chi nam & day thoi phai khong a?"

"Dﬁng."

"Moi ngudi cling dugc doc nhitng quyén sach nay chi?"
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"T6i va vg hay muon cac sach tra ctru. Lic con song cha cé néi ¢t doc
tir do. Sao?"

Shioriko dirng lai trvGc canh ctta @ goc phong, "Chau xem bén trong
duwoc khong a?"

Ong Yoshihiko thé phtt mot cai, dudng nhv dé kim nén sy buc boi,
"Xin moi. Cho d6 da dwoc don dep nén trong tron roi."

Ong chwa dit 10i thi cta di mé& tung. Bén trong 1a ti chita do.
Shioriko chong nang, nhoai than trén vao nhw nhin ngé moi ngéc ngach.
Chang may chéc c6 dong civa lai nhu cdi.

"Thi ra la vay."
Co dang ly gidi m6t minh. Chang giai thich gi thém.

"Twr ndy dén gio co diéu tra cai gi vay? Co c n6i nang lap ling la thé
nao day?"

Kayama Yoshihiko cao giong. Xem chirng sgi day kién nhan cua 6ng
da dwt. Shioriko khong hé dao dong, c6 khé mé& miéng, "Tw khi xem kho
sach ¢ nha ba Keiko, chau da thac mac sué6t. Tai sao bd suwu tap Ranpo dang
ay chi c6 cac tdc pham danh cho ngudi tredng thanh?"

"Nghia la sao?" Toi hoi theo théi quen.

Shioriko roi ctra tién lai gan ban, "Khéng mot quyén nao danh cho tré
em, dang nhu series Doi tham ti* nhi. Nghia la s6 sach thiéu nhi da dwoc rat
tron ven khoi bo suu tap ¢ Kamakura."

Nghi lai méi thay, ding la khong cé nhitng quyén ma ngay ca t6i cling

biét nhr "Quai nhan hai mwoi khuon mat", "Poi tham ti nhi". Néu c6 thi
chéc chan t6i phdi c6 an twgng.
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"Vi sach thiéu nhi khac véi khuynh hwéng ctia sach ngudi 16n. Ciling
dau c6 gi la. Quan trong dén thé a?" Kayama Yoshihiko héi v&i vé chan
ngan. "Toi khong twdng twgng dugc cha lai swu tap POi tham t@ nhi nita
kia. N6 cang khong hgp véi viéc dng thich doc tiéu thuyét danh cho nguoi
16n."

Du néi vay nhirng ngudi con trai van bdo quan can than toan tap cda
nha xudt ban Poplar cho dén bay gio. T6i nghi, cling khong han la khong
hop.

"Nhuwng, t6i nh@ la cha thich truyén ngan trinh tham c6 dién thoi ki
dau co ma. Ong déanh gia chiing rat cao. Ping ra 6ng phai ghét truyén danh
cho tré con chr?"

"Xét mot cach khach quan thi khong phai dau. Vi nhu ta swu tap vi dé
la nhitng cu6n ta tirng yéu. Rat c6 kha nang 6ng Kayama Akira ham md
Ranpo la ttt Boi tham t nhi."

"V1 sao co biét?"

T6i chwa nghe ai néi thé ca. Hinh nhw n6 cling khéng dwgc dé cap
trong "hoé so".

"Ba Keiko néi rang tr trvdc chién tranh 6ng Kayama Akira da doc
tiéu thuyét dang tai trén tap chi va dem long ham md Ranpo ding khong?
Ong sinh ndm 1928. Vay sém nhét ciing phai dén giita thap nién 1930 dng
méi bat dau doc Ranpo. Bay gid, Ranpo duwgc dw luan danh gia cao véi tac
pham 'Quai nhan hai mwoi khuén mat', 6ng da dang dai ki ca tdc pham cho
nguwoi 16n lan tac pham cho tré em trén tap chi. Thoi diém két thic 'Ngon
thap ma', tdic pham danh cho nguoi 16n va ciing la tdc pham cudi cung 6ng
dang tap chi tredc chién tranh, 1a nam 1940..."

"A, vay sao?"
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Gio thi téi da hiéu. Nam 1940, Kayama Akira méi 12 tudi.

"Pé doc sach danh cho ngudi 16n thi hoi qua sém. A, khéng, chuyén
gi cling c6 thé c6 ngoai 1&é ma..."

Pang no6i d& thi ¢6 nhan ra. Téi ¢6 nhin cwdi. Ban than c6 gai nay
cling 1a "ngoai 16", da doc truyén danh cho ngudi 16n tir hoi con bé xiu.

"Chau md ngan kéo dugc khong?"

Shioriko ngoanh sang Kayama Yoshihiko. Ong phdy nhe tay y néi
muon lam gi thi lam. Shioriko lan lwgt m@ cac ngan kéo va kiém tra bén
trong.

Mat mot lic, cau chuyén gian doan dugc tiép tuc. "Chau cho rang,
khong phdi 6ng nha khong thich series D6i tham tir nhi ma ngugc lai, biét
dau vi c6 tinh cam sau sac nhat vdi tdc pham d6 nén méi dé né ¢ nha riéng,
mot noi ma bat c Iic nao ciing 14y dugc."

T6i nhé t6i bo Doi tham tr nhi - Edogawa toan tap xép & ké sach trong
kho.

"Chinh 1a bd sach cia nha xuat ban Poplar minh xem khi nay ha?"

Kayama Yoshihiko cau madt tre6c cau héi nay, "Cau dua day a? Do la
cua toi chit khong phai cua cha toi!"

"Pung vay, do la cia bac Kayama." Shioriko nhanh chéng déng tinh.
"Tuyén tap cia nha xuat ban Poplar von qua mgi. Néu la doc gia tir ngay
xwa thi phéi swu tam sach cii hon... Dé dang doan ra, 6ng Kayama da thu
thap sach 1é tir nhitng nha xuat ban khac."

"0, nha xudt ban khac ciing c6 sao?" Trudc gid toi it nghi sach Ranpo
chi phat hanh qua mot cong ty ma thoi.
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Shioriko cti mdt xudng, cwdi khé liéc t6i. Duwong nhw tr bay gio mdi
la cudc néi chuyén thye sy. Cam giac go bé cuia t6i doi véi cd nguyén mot
ngay nay da bién mat ti bao gio. Lang nghe c6 trao doi vé sach qua la rat
vui.

"Puing vay. Ban cua Kodansha triéc chién tranh, dudi dang tankobon,
la ban dau tién. Mot ban rat noi tiéng khac la cuia Kobunsha, P6i tham tw
nhi - Edogawa Ranpo toan tdp gom hai mwoi ba quyén, véi quyén cudi la
'Nguoi sat Q' phat hanh sau chién tranh. Chac 1a mot trong hai, hodc ca hai,
dang c6 @ nha bac..."

"Khong cé dau!" Kayama Yoshihiko phui nhan ngay "Cha t6i mat da
dwgc mot nam roi day. Gia st 6ng dé lai thi kiéu gi ching tdi cling tim ra
roi."

"Vang, néu chi dé thoi thi c6 1é da tim thay. Nhung néu 6ng giau ki thi
sao? Chang han nhw ta chim."

"V van! Pay la doi thue chi c6 phai tiéu thuyét ctia Ranpo dau. Vi
lai lam gi c6 ngudi cat cong lam ra céi thit nhw thé chit."

Yoshihiko khit mili cudi. Y twéng cta Shioriko ding 1a khac thuong,
nhung t6i sé khong phu dinh thang thirng nhw thé dau. Néu la ngudi nghién
Ranpo thi chac chan di cdm hitng dé lam thé. Giong nhw nhitng dita tré mé
Dai tham t nhi di dao hd bay ngoai viedn nam nao. Kishiro Keiko tirng mo
ta ngwoi tinh cia minh la "tinh nghich, c6 Itc nhv thiéu nién".

"Bac bdo la khong tim thay chia khoa ding khong?" Shioriko tiép tuc.
"Ong Kayama Akira da gidu gia dinh nhitng thit lién quan dén Ranpo. Gia
stt chia khoa cling & cung ché véi may cudn tankobon trong Doi tham t
nhi..."

"Thoi du roi!" Yoshihiko ngan ngam céat ngang cau chuyén. "Toan
twong twong hao. Cé bang chitng gi vé viéc cha t6i s& hitu DBoi tham ti nhi
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cua dau?"

"Bac xem cai nay di a." C6 nhdt mot vat nho trong ngan kéo van dé
md, dat 1én ban. "Chdu ciling tw héi khong biét c6 chitng cit gi khong nén da
tim ki€m."

Toi va Yoshihiko tap trung lai quanh ban. P6 la mot huy hiéu hinh
tron bang kim loai, v&i may ki ty cach diéu.

"Pay la cai gi?"

"Huy hiéu BD. Thiét ké dep qua!"

Shioriko néi véi giong hén hd. T6i cling nhan ra chit BD roi.
"Ha? Tom lai, day la huy hiéu gi?"

"B la Boy, D la Detective, viét tat cta 'tham t& nhi'. La huy hiéu cta
doi tham t& nhi, vat dung nhé thwong hay xuat hién trong bo truyén. Chi
riéng cai nay thoi cling c6 nhiéu cach st dung lam day."

Tw nhién trong dau t6i hién lén hinh anh mat na vang bang nhuwa
xenlulo da nhin thdy & kho sach cta Kishiro Keiko. Nhitng do vat xuat hién
trong tiéu thuyét cling ton tai ngoai doi thye, c6 nghia la...

"Cdi nay ciling dwgc dung dé tuyén truyén hay khuyén mai phai
khong?"

Shioriko tron mat. Niém vui va sy ngac nhién lan téa noi khuén mat
"Puting d6! Anh ciing biét sao?"

"T6i khong biét nhung... khong hiéu sao t6i c6 cam gidc nhu vay."
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"Khong hiéu sao biét dugc a? Tuyét qua! Anh Daisuke that la tuyét!"

MGt niém cam dong ki la tr tit dang trao trong toi. Lau lam ro6i toi maGi
duwgc tan dwong hét 10i thé nay. Shioriko tiép tuc giai thich mot cach vui vé
trong khi t6i con 10i bl bom gitta duv vi cam xuc.

"Vao nam 1955, ban dau huy hiéu nay dugc tao ra nhw phan thudng
cho mdt chwong trinh c6 thuwéng trén tap chi Thiéu nién, tap chi dang dai ki
series D4i tham ti¥ nhi. N6 dwgc phat nhw qua tang kém va phu luc trong rat
nhiéu ké hoach quang b4, vé sau dwgc wa chudng qua thi con md ban nita.
Tuy thoi ki ma thiét ké c¢6 diéu chinh, nhwng néi chung huy hiéu nay la
mon qua ddc biét danh cho nguoi doc tankobon."

"Qua tdng dac biet a?"

"Vang. Vao giita thap nién 1950, trong moi quyén thudc bo DGi tham
tt nhi - Edogawa Ranpo toan tap ctia Kobunsha déu gan mét phiéu doi qua.
Néu swu tam dwoc ba phiéu nhuw thé roi gwi di thi sé nhan dugc mot huy
hiéu BD."

T6i tham sap xép lai cau chuyén trong dau. Mén qua dac biét nam
trong ngan kéo Kayama Akira da st dung, nghia la...

"Nghia la 6ng Kayama c0 it nhat ba cuén tankobon ctia Kobunsha."
Gidu trong ti chim hay khong thi chwa biét, nhuwng it ra la c6 & dau do.
Pung 1a Shioriko van xudt sac nhw moi khi.

T6i thye sy cdm phuc, Shioriko xuat sac & cho c¢6 khong doan bira
theo "cam giac" nhw t6i. Ting chit mot, co tiép can sy ton tai cia kho sach
t* nhitng manh moi nhé. Nguwoi binh thwong chac chan khong thé thay,
nhuwng véi ngwdi cé nang lye nhin thau cac su kién lién quan dén sach cii
nhw co6 gai nay, dé lai la viéc trong tam tay.

https://thuviensach.vn



To6i bat chgt quay mat vé phia Kayama Yoshihiko - 6ng van lang yén
nhung trong khong con gian dit nita, &nh mat day tam trang nhin cham
cham vao chiéc huy hiéu.

"T6i da titng nhin thay cai nay, ti¢ rat 1au roi." Ong néi nhé, gan nhuw
thi tham.
"Khi nao vay a?" Taoi hai.

"Chac la Iic t6i hoc 16p Muoi hodc Muwoi mot. Em gai t6i ra ngoai
choi v6i ban hang xém, hay deo huy giong céi nay. Vi thiét ké da thay doi
nén t6i cam thdy hoi la. Sao t6i lai khong nhan ra n6 1a huy hiéu BD co
chit. RO rang n6 1a bo séach t6i yéu thich dén thé, vay ma...."

T6i khong 1ay lam la 1am. Néu khong biét dén sy ton tai ctia chiéc huy
hiéu thi bé sét cling 1a chuyén duwong nhién. Biéu dang noi la, vi sao em gai
ong lai c6 chiéc huy hiéu.

"Néu dugc, chau rat mudn noi chuyén véi em géi bac. Bay gio co dy &
dau?"

Nghe Shioriko héi, Yoshihiko cuwdi kho s@, "N6 dang song & day. Ly di

"

roi.

Thi ra la da ly di. Thao nao trong so do gia pha van con tén "Kayama
Naomi".

"Du bao nhiéu tudi né van nhu tré con. Hom nay n6 di lam thém. Thay
bdo phéi tang ca nita. La cong viéc cling cé duyén vai c6 day!"

"Béc ndi thé nghia la...."

"Em géi t0i dang lam ban thdi gian & tiém sach cii. Lic nay ciling ké
r6i nhi. C6 mdt dia tré hang x6m choi tro tham ti nhi v&i anh em ching
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t0i... Khi 16n 1én, anh ta bé viéc lam cong an lwong dé mé mot tiém sach.
Chua chirng c¢6 cling nghe dén tén r6i." Yoshihiko ngtrng mot chit roi noi
tiép. "Tiém sach dy & Tsujido, tén la Hitori."

5

Chung t6i roi khéi nha Kayama r6i lai 1én xe van huéng t6i Tsujido.
Nguwoi anh da goi vao dién thoai cia Kayama Naomi nhuwng ba khong nghe
may, co 1é la dang ban lam viéc. Sau mot hoi do dw, ching t6i quyét dinh
dén thang tiém Hitori.

Xe vira ra quoc 16 thi gap tac dwong. Ra khic cua réng, ching toi
trong thay dong dén chiéu hau kéo dai mai 1én phia tridc, Mat troi da lan
vé Tay, troi bat dau toi.

Hién thé 1a méng do, mong dém mdi la thuc.

T6i chot nhé lai danh ngon ctia Ranpo. Du vay, con qua sém dé nam
mo. Trong thé gidi thue, ching t6i van c6 viéc phai suy tinh.

"C0 nghi sao?"
T6i héi Shioriko dang ngo6i ¢ ghé phu lai. Tt cau chuyén 6ng Shida
néi hom qua, toi tin chac vu két sat c6 lién quan dén 6ng Inoue cha tiém

sach Hitori, nhung khong thé ngd lai 1a moi lién hé kiéu nay.

"Qua dung la nhw vay... Toi cling thay thé." Shioriko gat dau © hir.
Khéng sao hiéu néi cai "dung nhw vay" cua c6.

"Thdy gi nhi?"

"O kia, hom qua t6i n6i r6i ma? Rang bac Hitori... bac Inoue c6 thién
cam dac biét véi Ranpo."
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"A." Téi bat gidc quay sang c6. "Nhic mdi nhd, tdi ciing dinh hoi.
Chuyén la thé nao?"

"Toi c6 ké la trwdc khi ra mat, Ranpo da kinh doanh sach cii ¢ doc
Dango thugc Sendagi ding khong? Tén tiém sach la 'Sannin'. Ranpo cung
vOi hai em trai chung sttc md tiém, twv d6 madi co cai tén nay... Toi nghi tiém
sach Hitori bat chwéc Sannin."

(Tam Nhan (ba nguoi).
Nhat Nhan (mot ngudi).)

Thi ra la vay, toi nghi. Inoue chi kinh doanh c6 mot minh nén dat la
tiém sach Hitori, du c6 thué c6 ban thud nhé dén lam. Vi tirtng cing nhau
choi déng vai tham t& nhi, nén rat c6 thé ca hai déu la nguwoi ham mo
Ranpo.

"Ua, khong phai chiing ta da titng gip Kayama Naomi roi sao? Vao
khodng mua thu nam ngoai."

Do két qua mot cudc "ca cwgc" nho ma ching toi da di vong quanh
cac tiém sach cii theo nguyén vong ctia Shioriko, cudi cung dirng lai ¢ tiém
Hitori. Chu tiém vang mat nhung trong quay tinh tién cé mot phu nit dirng
tudi dang ngoi.

"Chac la nguwoi dé nhi?" Shioriko gat dau xong, lién lay lai nét mat
nghiém nghi. "Khong chirng bac Hitori ciing biét."

HHé?ll

"Biét s& thich ma Kayama Akira da giadu gia dinh... Ngoai ra, ca
chuyén ba Keiko nita. Nha dang Yukinoshita tirng mua sach cii ¢ tiém
Hitori dang khong?"
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"Pung roi..."

Néu Kayama Akira la khach hang cua tiém Hitori thi m6i quan hé gitta
cac bén ¢ day khong don gian nita. Nguwoi con tredng Yoshihiko khong biét
bi mat ctia cha minh...

"Liéu Kayama Naomi c6 biét gi khong? Ba ay dang lam & Hitori ma."

Theo 10i nguwoi anh thi Kayama Naomi tirng dugc ga vao mot gia dinh
kinh doanh trang phuc truyén thong ¢ Kansai, ba nam trudc ly hén roi quay
vé nha.

T d6 tré di ba lam & tiém sach Hitori. Ba c6 mdi quen biét 1au nam
v0i ca gia dinh ong Inoue.

"T6i van chwa hiéu... Cling kh6 ma tin la ba ay khong biét gi. Vi con
vu huy hiéu BD nita!"

"C0 c6 nghi dé la do 6ng Kayama cho ba ay khong?"

"Hodc la 1én 1ay di... D1 nhién cling c6 kha nang ba ay da c6é n6 bang
cach khac. Du gi di nita, Kayama Naomi hoc tiéu hoc khodng dau thap nién
1970. Chiéc huy hiéu lai la do6 tr gitta nhitng nam 1950 nén ba ay khong
thé c6 no6 diang thoi diém phat hanh."

Tam thdi chi con cach gap r6i noéi chuyén thoi. Ching téi von dén tim
chia khoa két sat nhwng moi viéc lai dién bién hoi la. T6i khong biét c6 ton

tai mGt "cho gidu do" dé cat chita series D0i tham t¥ nhi khong, nhung biét
dau sé thu dugc chiat manh méi gi do.

O phia rat xa, dén giao thong déi mau va cudi cling hang xe hoi ciing
bat dau di chuyén.
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Tiém sach Hitori nam & mot goc yén tinh gan ga Tsujido. Dirng xe &
con duong gan tiém, ching t6i budc xudng. Pa qua gio dong ctra, tam bién
dé "Ban kiém ké" treo & cita ra vao, bén trong van sang den. Tw bén kia
dwong nhin qua ctra kinh, c6 mot phu ni* mac tap dé dang quét bui trén ké.
Déang nguoi gay, nhé nhan, toc dai cot phia sau Iwng. Co 1€ ba lam tang ca
nhung xem ra khong ban lam.

"Anh Daisuke, khong c6 xe cua bac Hitori."
Shioriko chi vao bai dau xe thang béen canh tiém.

Khong biét ong Inoue di xe gi nhwng chinh xac la c6 mot cho trong
trong bai.

"Chac 6ng dy di thu mua sach & tirng nha..."

Néu vay thi ngudi phu nit kia ranh roi cling ding. C6 1€ dang doi chu
tiém di mua sach cii tir nha nao d6 dem veé sé phu don dep.

Du sao di nita, viéc Inoue di ra ngoai cling la mot diéu may man.
Nguwoi dan ong nay chac chan khong hoan nghénh Shioriko. Ching t6i
khong goi dién triwée khi téi Hitori cling cot dé tranh gap phai cha tiém, ai
cht 6ng Inoue thi co6 khi sé dap may ngay luc nghe bao tén.

T6i vira day ctra thi ngwdi phu nit quay dau lai. Ba c6 khuén mat dai
giong vGi nguwoi anh. B6i mat hinh trai hanh that an twgng, nhung khuén
mat lai hoc hac phan anh ding tudi tac. Qua la ngwdi lan trude ching toi da
thdy & tiém sach nay.

"Ichiro vé day a... A, xin 16i. Tiém déng ctra roi!"

Tiéng goi "Ichiro" van vang vang bén tai. Chac day la cach ngudi phu
ni* nay goi chu tiém. Nhac mai nhd, tén day da cta 6ng la "Inoue Taichiro".
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Du t6i nghi chang c6 nguwdi nao lai kém phu hgp vdi cach goi than mat do
dén muc ay.

"A, a... Chung chau la nguoi cua tiém sach ci Biblia... Hom nay cho
chau hai chut chuyén c6 duwoc khong a? Sy tinh hoi phtre tap..."

"Hoi chut chuyeén... toi 87"

Nguoi phu nit 16 vé ling tung. Nghe tén tifm ma van khong c6 phan
tng gi, thi chac la ba khong biét xich mich gitta Inoue va me con nha
Shinokawa.

"Vang... That ra, hoi ndy ching chau c6 néi chuyén vGi bac Kayama
Yoshihiko, anh cta co..."

Shioriko ngdp ngung giai thich vé viéc tim chia khéa va mat khau két
sat theo 10i 0y thac cua Kishiro Keiko, va rang ching toi dang tim hiéu xem
trong nha Kayama c6 ché bi mat nao dé giau d6 lién quan dén Ranpo
khong...

Du bién sac mat ngay khi tén ngwdi ay thac vang lén, nhuwng Kayama
Naomi da kién nhan lang nghe dén hét.

"That dang tiéc la t6i cling chang c6 manh moi nao ca." Ba n6i mot
cach thd 0. "Cha rét it trd chuyén véi t6i. Ong von khong nudng chiéu con
gai... Du cha c6 lam ché gidu d6 ¢ dau di nita thi cling khong noéi véi toi
dau. Néu anh Yoshihiko ma khong biét thi t6i nghi hién gio chang ai biét
ca."

Nghe giong diéu thi khong thé doan dwgc la ba cé noi doi hay khong.
Shioriko gat dau bao "Thé a", r6i tiép tuc cau chuyén. Cé vé co da hai quen
v6&i Kayama Naomi r6i.
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"Co cling thich series Dgi tham tt nhi phai khong a? Chau nghe noi
moi nguoi da choi tro dong vai doi tham t nhi."

"Um, ding dé. Nhé qua!"

Naomi chgt cuwdi x0a, phé rd ham rang trang. Khudon mat twoi tan
mang vé tré con hon la tré trung. Hoi ndy t6i c6 an twgng ba la ngudi diém
tinh, nhung xem ching day mai la hinh anh thyc sy. Nguwoi anh Yoshihiko
cling bao rang ba giong tré con.

"Anh Yoshihiko déng vai truéng nhom, con toi va Ichiro la cac doi
vién. To6i da rat ghen ti khi anh dwgc cha mua cho bo sach. Mai ma anh
khong cho mwgn nén mdéi dau t6i di muwgn ¢ thw vién, réi budi toi len 1én
doc..." Noi t6i day, mat ba bong sa sam. "Nhwng lai bi me cam."

"H&? Vi sao vay a?" Shioriko cét giong ngac nhién. Con ngudi nay rat
nhay cam véi viéc bi han ché doc sach.

"Trong lic choi tro tham t, téi ndy ra y twdng dao ho lam bay trong
vuwon. Me phat hién ra nén cd nhéom bi an mang, riéng to6i vé sau van bi
khién trach dit doi, rang con gai ma di doc nhitng truyén tho tuc danh cho
1ii con trai thi that chang ra gi. Thé r6i toi bi tich thu thé mwon sach cta thw
vién treong va thw vién thanh phd, nhv mot hinh phat... Tinh hinh nay kéo
dai dat tan cap hai."

Shioriko nin bat, c6 vé kha soc. Xem chirng c6 dang dat ban than minh
vao vi tri cia Naomi. T6i ti€p tuc cdu chuyén thay co.

"Hoi qua phai khong a?"
"Pung r6i. Toi nghi thoi bdy gio cling hiém bac cha me nghiém khac

dén mirc nhw vay. Nhung vGi me t6i, ngay xwa duge day do thé nao thi bay
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gio day do con cai nhu thé."

Kayama Yoshihiko ciling da no6i vi me minh tredng nit nén dugc giao
duc rat nghiém khac. Ban than ba Naomi nay ciing la treéng nit trong gia
dinh Kayama.

"Bay gi0 nghi lai t6i da hoi hiéu dwgc tam trang cia me. Vi 16n 1én
trong gia dinh quan nhan nén me khong quen thudc 1am v&i nép séng sau
chién tranh. Lic nao ciing dé y dén danh gia ctia nguwdi khac, ludn ti nhac
nh@ phdi kiém soat chat ché ban than. Biém do thi cha t6i giong dwgc mot
ntra."

"Mot ntra" tic la sao? Nhung toi chwa kip hoi, Naomi c6 vé da lén tinh
than, mat twoi tinh hon.

"Nhung 1énh cdm ciing khong du khién t6i bé cudc. Budi toi t6i 1én
lay sach ra, lay chan che lai dé doc... T6i van tiép tuc tro déng vai tham tt
v@i Ichiro."

"Trong series d6 co thich nhitng quyén nao a?"
Nhu da binh tinh lai, Shioriko 1én tiéng.

"Ciling c6 vai tdc pham danh cho nit ma. Nhw 'Phéap su trén thap' va...
ddc biét la 'Bup bé phap thuat' thi phai? To6i nghi 'Bup bé..." qua la mot nhan
dé la nén bi thu hit ngay... r6i say swa doc."

"Chéu cling rat thich!" Sau trong kinh, d6i mat Shioriko vut sang lén.
"DP6 1a mot tuyét tac thoi la sau, st dung chu dé khac thwong 1a bup bé!
Nhém tham t¥ nhi da chong lai ldo gia quai di vGi sttc manh than bi cé thé
bién con ngwoi thanh bip bé tirng chat tirng chit mot. Phan doan thiéu niy
xinh dep bi an ntra ngwdi nira bip bé miéu td cam giac tuyét voi khi bién
thanh bup bé ciing that la thad vi!"
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"Poan d6 hay that! Ntvra phan sau, nit tham t&* Hanazaki Mayumi da
cdi trang thanh nam gidi, 4&n ndp trong sao huyét caa ké thu..."

"Di cung thang bé moc tui nita!"

"Pung ding, tang ham cta sao huyét bi mat bong thanh rirng nhiét déi
r6i khi dot tan cong... Toi doc ma hoi hdp qué ching!™

Hai ngwoi phu nit hao hitng binh luan, toi hoan toan ra ria. Du vay, toi
van thac mac mot diéu nén chon thoi diém thich hgp dé héi Shioriko.

"Trong doi tham tr nhi c6 ca thanh vién nit sao?"

"Phan 16n nhitng truyén trong Doi tham t& nhi duge phéat hanh dai ki
trén tap chi danh cho con trai nhung ciing c6 vai tdc pham dwgc dang tai
trén tap chi Cau lac bo thiéu nir. C6 1€ tac gia tang sy xudt hién ctia nit cho
hop vdi tap chi dang tdi truyén. Hanazaki Mayumi dugc cac thanh viéen
trong doi yéu quy goi la 'dai ti' va nam quyén chi huy lic khan cap."

Co trd 10i troi chady va theo mach cau chuyén néi tiép Kayama Naomi.
"Chau nghe noi co6 co huy hiéu BD, la ai tang vay a?"

Miéng Naomi dot ngét mim chat. Bau khong khi trong tiém bong lang
di.

"Khong. Khong phai ai tang... Ma latdi ty 1ay trong ngan kéo cuia cha
cam di choi. Puong nhién moi lan choi xong lai tra vé cho cii."

"C0 c06 hoi ong lam sao ma c6 huy hiéu BD khong a?"

"Khong. Vi t6i nghi néu cha dem gidu di thi cting khé... Vi lai t6i
khong hitng thi lam véi nhitng chuyén rau ria."
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T6i nghi day 1a mot ly do khong théa dang. Néu bat gap mon do ay
trong ban ctia mot nguwdi cha nghiém khac thi phai nghi ngd ch? Khong
thé nao khong td6 mo duoc.

"C0 c6 nghe 6ng noi gi vé bo suwu tap ctia Edogawa Ranpo khong a?"

"Khong." Naomi tra 16i nhat nhéo. Mo6i lan nghe hoi vé cha la thai do
cta ba lai tré nén ctrng nhac. "La cai & nha nguwoi do ha?"

"Vang... A, cd da gip ba Kishiro Keiko r6i a...?"

"Sau bon chin ngay cuta cha, t6i cé6 nhan dugc vai 14 thw. Poan chirng
ba ta nghi vi cung la phu nit nén sé dé doi phé chang? T6i khong mé ma dé
nguyén nhw vay r6i gui trd lai." Ba ném tia nhin lanh lung vé phia ching
t0i. "Tai sao may dita lai nhan uy thac tr m6t ngwdi nhw thé?"

"A thi, luc ndy chau cling da noi..."

"Vi cha t6i mua sach & tiém chau chi¢ gi? Loi nhd cdy nhw thé ma
cling nghe, chac nha chau cling da biét sy ton tai cia ngwdi doé diung khong?
Biét cha t6i ngoai tinh ma van yén lang vdi gia dinh t6i a?"

Shioriko bi 4p ddo bdi con gian ctia d6i phwong. Lam sao tiém sach
can thiép vao chuyén riéng nha khach hang dwogc, chwa ké ngay tir dau c6
cling khong hé quen biét Kayama Akira va Kishiro Keiko.

"Chuyén do..."

T6i dinh m& miéng bién ho thi bong giat thot. Than trén mot nguwdi
dan 6ng in 1én kinh ctra ra vao. Mot ngudi dan 6ng gay nhu que cti. R0 1a
ong Inoue, chu tiém sach Hitori.
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"T6i rat ghét cha." Kayama Naomi noi dit khoat, "Thai d6 thi nghiét
ngd, vay ma nhiém vu day do6 con cai lai ph6é mac vg, day cho ba toan bo
vai tro ong khong thich. Tinh tinh si dién, khéng chap nhan cho t6i ly hon,
nhung bén than lai di cap bo véi nguoi khac..."

T6i da hiéu y nghia cau "cha t6i giong dwgc mot niva". Nghia la chi
khat khe v&i ngudi khac trong khi ban than thi buéng tha.

"Tam trang cdia dita con gai bi cha me phan boi chac la chau khong
hiéu dugce dau."

T6i hiéu vi sao Shioriko nin thd. Toi khong thé nao im ldng. Con gai
bi cha me phan bdi, trén thé gidi nay dau phai chi c6 mot nguoi.

"A, xin 16i ¢6 chi..."
"Anh Daisuke!"
Shioriko nghiém khac ngat 151, t6i danh mién cuGng ngam miéng.

"Dung la c6 thé ong nha da lam chuyén dang trach, va théi si dién
cling la that. Trén doi nay chac chan van tén tai nhitng bac cha me con
nhiéu khuyét diém, ltra d6i phan boi con céi... Chéau ciling gap uan khtic nén
khong thé thuwong me minh dwgce." Shioriko n6i cham rai nhu tach tirng tu.
"Nhuwng chau nghi, 6ng Kayama Akira khong phdi ia nguwdi nhu thé dau!
Lang nghe y kién cia moi nguwdi may hom nay, chau nghi nhat dinh 6ng
cling xem trong gia dinh..."

"Thdi ditng dai béi."
"Khong, 13 vi..."

"Vé ngay gium t6i! T6i khong muon nghe chau néi thém 10i nao nita...
Du sao thi toi cling khong biét gi vé chuyén sach vé ctua cha ca."
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Kayama Naomi noi véi giong manh mé. Sy im ldng lai tran ngap trong
tiém. Nguwoi nay néi that chang? Néu ba ta thuc sy khéng biét, thi manh
moi sé dit ¢ day.

Bong Inoue ngoai tiém van bat dong. RO rang la ong ta dang nghe
trom, nhung thai do khong biéu hién do that dang sg.

Shioriko cti dau that sau r6i quay ra. Sau khi gat dau chao Kayama
Naomi, t6i v0i dudi theo vuegt qua c6 dé mé cira ho. Co di ra ngoai, giap
mat Inoue thi hodng hot khung lai.

"Bac..."

Nguoi dan 6ng nam chat cdy gay to nhv moi khi Khéng dé 16 biéu
cam gi. T6i dam lo nén vo6i vang chuyén vao vi tri gitta hai nguoi.

Mat do6i mat, khong ai ndi 10i nao.

Puwgc mot lic, Inoue sdi bwdc dai di ngang qua Shioriko, déong sam

ctra lai. Tiéng khoa lanh ngat vang 1én, chung t6i bi bo lai trén dwong dém
khong mot bong nguoi.

6

Du cudc goi da két thic, nhung giong ndi cao vit van con vang vang
bén tai. Toi nhét dién thoai di dong vao tui, bwdc di tren hanh lang nha
Shinokawa. Trong ltic toi trd 10i cudc goi, gid nghi trwva da troi qua. "Hét
gio nghi roi, t6i cling dn xong roi."

Toi noi voi co chu khi quay lai tiem. Pang ding treéc may tinh, co
ngoai nhin toi qua vai, mim cuoi.

"Dién thoai ctia chi Shinobu, bdo la nha me dé & Totsuka gtri 1én rat
nhiéu mi, san tién di kham san chi sé mang cho ching ta mot it... Chi gti
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10i hoi tham cha tiém day."
Toi da doi cau trd 1oi "Vay a", nhung co chi yén lang.

Shinobu titc 1a Sakaguchi Shinobu. Chi dang séng vGi nguwdi chong
chénh 1éch nhiéu tu6i. Ké tir khi Shioriko gidi dwgc diéu bi an trong cudn
Nhap mon logic hoc cia ngudi chong tén Sakaguchi Masashi thi chi da tré
thanh khach quen cua tiém nay. Hai vg chéng dang chuan bi don em bé
chao doi.

"Co di an com di..."

To6i that tap dé truedc quay, vira néi thi nghe thay tiéng ghé cot két bén
kia chong sach. Shioriko dirng ddy di vé nha chinh.

"Co chuyeén gi vay...?"
CO quay dau lai héi, "Chuyén gi?"
"A, tir hom qua, t6i thdy c6 c6 vé khong khoe."

Trén duong trd vé tir tiém sach Hitori, Shioriko khong néi chuyén
mdy. Sang hom nay con kiém 16i hon moi khi nita.

Co6 dwa mat nhin ra cho khac mot liic, nhw can nhac ti ngit, "HOm qua,
to0i da cam thay vui vé."

"H&?" Toi hai lai.

"T6i rat vui vi biét dwgc nhiéu diéu thong qua sach... Nhung xem
chirng t6i da qua vo tinh trewdc tam trang cua nhitng ngwoi lién quan. Ai
cling c6 nhitng chuyén ghét bi dao badi ca."

"T0i cling vay." Toi nhu nghe ra cau co khong noi thanh 1oi. Bung la
ai cling c6 su tinh khong muon bi hoi tdi that.
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"Nhung c6 nhiéu chuyén chinh minh cling khong xac dinh dwgc la cé
ghét that hay khong ma?"

Hom qua Kayama Naomi da té ro thai do vé cha nhung t6i khong cho
rang ba thue sy ghét 6ng ay. Tinh hinh ctia Shioriko va me co ciing vay.

"Céam on anh nhiéu..."

Co no6i ro6i mat hit vé phia nha chinh. Trong ldc t6i dang ban khoan
khong biét c6 hiéu 10i t6i n6i dén dau, thi ctra lai méd. Mot ngudi dan 6ng
nho thé dau troc di dép 1é bwdc vao tiém.

"0, bay gid dugc khong?"

"A, duoc a."

Ong Shida dit mdy t& 1000 yén nhau nat 1én quay. Hom nay ong ciing
dén dé lay sach ban dwoc tir kho sach Shioriko thanh ly. May nghin yén nay
la dé thanh toan.

"Trwdc mat cho tao xin cai hda don."

"Vang." T6i bat dau viét nhw yéu cau, swc nhd 6ng Shida hay ra vao
tiém sach Hitori. C6 thé 6ng ay biét gi vé Kayama Naomi chang?

"A, 6ng Shida oi... dng di bao gid néi chuyén véi ngusi 1am ban thoi
gian tai tiem Hitori chwa?"

"A, Naomi ha? Tai sao dot nhién hoi thé?"
T6i bi s6c bdi cach goi thang tén do, "Than... than nhau dén thé sao?"

"Ham a! Khong phdi. Tai lic trwdc tao thay ldo gia & dé néi 'Naomi...
a, Kayama, lam on b6 sung tién 1é' &y ma. Tao c6 cdm giac ho 16 miéng goi
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theo kiéu khi chi c6 hai ngudi. Chinh x4c thi tao da nghe néi ho 1a ban thu@
thiéu thoi."

Du la chuyén khong dau, nhung 6ng Shida bat chwdc giong noi that
gioi.

Ichiro va Naomi a? Khuon mat hai ngwoi ay bong hién Ién trong dau
toi. C6 that chi don thuan la ban thoi tho au khong? Nghe noi la quen biét
ca gia dinh nhau nhung t6i c c6 cam giac van con an tinh gi nita.

"Bao la ndi chuyén thi hoi qua, chi tan gau vé van théi. Va vao nhitng
lic khong c6 lao kia... Chang han nhv 'dao nay lam an khé khan qud' nay

no.
"Pung la tan gau roi."

"Nghe néi doanh thu thap hon so véi ngay xwa. Tuy chwa té dén mic
pha sén, nhung lam & tiém thi c6 thé nhan thdy nén kinh té dang xau di."

Co 1é tiem sach cti Biblia cling roi vao tinh trang twong ty. Shioriko
nhan 10i uy thac cta Kishiro Keiko mét phan chinh vi mu6n mua kho sach
do. Mot giao dich 16n sé dem lai 1gi nhuan kha kha cho tiém. Chi phi cho
cong trinh stra chita nha, cd phan tién thuwédng dinh chi cho t6i chac cling
ndm trong thu xép cua co.

"H&? Ngay xua la khi nao a?"

T6i hoi. Nhu nghe ké thi ba nam truwdc ba dy ly hon, sau dé bat dau
vao tiém sach lam.

"Cach day muoi lam nam ba ta cling titng phu giup cho tiém dé. Hinh
nhu la trong vai thang. "
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"Thé a?...A, day a." Tdi dwa hoa don cho 6ng. "Ong Inoue c6 1ap gia
dinh khong?"

"Khong, it nhat la bay gio. Hinh nhw ldo gia séng trén tang hai cta
tiém, khong cé cam gidc gia dinh gi hét. Biét dau lai lang nhang v&i Naomi
day."

Ong Shida da néi ding diéu toi dang ban khodn. Sau cudc trao ddi véi
anh em nha Kayama, kha nang nay da ndy ra trong dau toi.

"Hai dita c6 chuyén gi v6i dang Hitori ha?"

Pay la cdu x4c nhan hon la cau héi. T6i dang do dw khong biét giai
thich tr dau thi 6ng Shida néi tiép, "Truwdc day khong lau, tao c6 nghe
loang thodng rang tiém nay nhan 10i ay thac khéng lién quan dén nghiép vu
thue sy cta tiém. C6 phéi la viéc giong nhv ldc tim lai sach cho tao
khong?"

Dao truwdc ching toi tirng tim dwgc cudn sach bi 1dy cap ctia 6ng
Shida. La khoang thai gian Shioriko van con nam vién.

"Vang..."
"Van nhd 10i khuyén cta tao chi ha?"

Toi gat dau. Sau vu do, t6i con nghe 6ng nhac nhd rang "Théng minh
qua nhiéu lic ciling khong tot dau. Con bé c6 vé khéng nhan ra, béi vay tao
thdy chi may dé y gitm né mot chut di thi hon." Loi dan nay, toi van cat
gitt &@ mot goc trong dau. Toi khong doc duge sach nhung biét dau sé lam
duwgc gi khac. Toi nghi thé, va t* may thang nay da ludn & bén co, trong
moi vu.

"Thé a? Vay la dwogc r6i... Rot cudc da cd chuyén gi & tiém sach
Hitori?"
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Ctra kéo phat ra tiéng lach cach. T6i néi "Xin chao quy khach" xong
thi tron mat. Mot nguwoi dan 6ng toc bac, mac 4o khodc méng, tay chong
gady ditng ngay 16i vao. Hai mat m@ to nhin cham cham vao t6i.

"Toi dén dé néi chuyén véi cha tiém nay va cau."
La ong Inoue, chu tiém sach Hitori.

T6i va Shioriko ngoi déi dién vdi Inoue, chinh gitta 1a chiéc ban thap.
Nghi lai méi thdy day la lan dau tién chung t6i thong tha gap mat nhau. Vi
bac téc va chong gay nén trong Inoue hoi gia, nhung 1a ban thud nho cua
anh em Kayama nén chac nhiéu lam ciing chi ngoai nam muoi tu6i. C6 thé
ong ay da trai qua qua nhiéu co cuc.

Vi ong Shida chi trong tiém gium dwgc ba muwoi phit nén ching toi
quyét dinh néi chuyén & phong khach nha Shinokawa. Hém nay Ayaka
khong c6 nha. Shioriko di lai bat tién nén t6i thay co pha tra va dé trudc
mat hai nguoi.

Tra xanh nhw am hiéu dé bat dau, Inoue mé& 10i, "Hom nay t6i c6 dén
nha Kishiro."

Trong gidy lat, chiing t6i bat chgt nhin nhau. Gigng 6ng tram khan
nhung khac vai binh thuwong, khong chira sy thu dich trong do.

"A a, bac quen biét véi... Kishiro Keiko? Qua ding nhuw chau nghi."
Shioriko van co minh lai, mat hwéng l1én.

"U. Ba ay von hiém khi xuat hién bén ngoai, nén toi ciing khong gip
duwoc nhiéu lan. Lan cudi cham mat phai mwoi lam nam trwée réi... Chac vi

ba dy bi bénh nén tiéu tuy va trong khac qua."

Trong 10i néi chat chita sy thwong cam. T6i chua ting twéng twong
duwgc 6ng chu tiém nay ma ciing biét quan tam dén ai. C6 1€ cai nhin cta toi
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da kha V phién dién.

"Vay thi, a... Kayama Akira la... caa tiém Hitori..." Tiéng Shioriko 1i
nhi nhr muoi kéu. No6i dung ra thi c6 cue ki ngai ong Inoue. Nhan ra vé
buwe doc cta 6ng, t6i & bén canh lién d& 10i, "Kayama Akira la khach hang
thuwong xuyen cua tiém sach Hitori phai khong a?"

"Pung vay... La an nhan cua t6i."

"An nhan?"

Mot cau tré 16i hét strc bat ngo:

"Hai c6 cau thuc sy khong nghe tin gi ttv Shinokawa Chieko sao?"

Ong héi ngwoc lai. Shioriko lic dau that manh dé pha dinh, t6i bo
sung thém.

"Trong muwdi nam nay, Shioriko khong lién lac v6i me du chi mot lan.
Chau dam bdo diéu do... May ngay trudc, ba c6 goi dién tdi tiém nhung cip
may ngay lap tec."

Toi giai thich dai khai cudc dién dam vd&i Shinokawa Chieko. Inoue
chi lang nghe ma khéng huwéng ¢ng, t6i n6i xong thi 6ng cham cham mé
miéng.

"Kishiro cling n6i hai ngwoi cé vé khong biét gi ca. Ba dy bao ban dau
dinh nho Shinokawa Chieko, nhung nguwoi t6i lai la co con gai."

Inoue van ngo6i nhung da dudi thang lwng 1én, nhin Shioriko bang anh
mat sac 1ém, "Co néi la khong thich me ha? Khong sai chi?"

Shioriko ngang mat. Trong khoanh khac, vé ngai ngiing noi con nguoi
phia sau cap kinh bién mat. "Vang, chau ghét me a."
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Co tra 10i rat ro rang. Inoue gat dau to vé dong cam. "Toi cling vay...
T muwoi [dam nam vé tredce."”

Muoi lam nam vé tredce, la khodng thoi gian Kayama Naomi lam viéc
& tiém sach Hitori. Chi don gian la ngau nhién, hay...

"C6 chuyén gi thé a?"
"Néu néi tir dau thi sé rat dai, khong sao chi?"

Khuon madt ong Shida hién ra trong giay lat. Luc ndy chung t6i c6 hita
la chi nho trong tiém ba muoi phtt, nhung cé vé khong xong kip r6i. Thoi
dé xin 16i sau vay.

"Béc ¢t n6i di a!" Shioriko quyét dinh.
7

"Gia dinh t6i & ngay gan ng6i nha Kayama... Cha me t6i chi la gido
vién cap hai nhung tdm dau y hgp véi vo chong dng Akira mét cach ki la.
Ho qua lai gan giii trwdc ca lic bon t6i sinh ra.

Co diéu, chuyén tré con véi nhau lai khac. Anh em nha Kayama tir hoi
mau gido da di hoc trvong tw & xa, hau nhu khong tiép xic véi hang thiy
dan nhu t6i. Ba dta chi choi chung véi nhau tr khi 1én tiéu hoc... Chinh
series Doi tham t nhi 1a ly do bat dau day.

Hai anh em choi tro déng vai tham t¥ nhung thiéu nguwdi. Xung quanh
lai khong c6 ban be. Vi vay Naomi bat chuyén vdi t6i. T6i c6 nghe céi tén
'Doi tham t¥ nhi' trén ti vi va radio nhung lai khong biét la c6 nguyén tac.
Vi ctt nghe giuc doc thtr di, nén t6i da dén mwon & thw vién truedng tiéu hoc
va doc mot mach, réi bat dau choi than v6i anh em nha Kayama, dac biét la
Naomi.
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D¢ la trai nghiém dau tién cna t6i vé Edogawa Ranpo, a khong, vé tiéu
thuyét trinh tham, tiéu thuyét suy luan. Thoi bay gio khong hiém tré con
nhu thé. T6i bat dau doc sang Holmes, Arséne Lupin... ban danh cho thiéu
nhi... Nhitng nam mwoi may tudi, hé gap trinh tham c6 dién trong va ngoai
nuwdc la téi say mé doc. Bong thoi cling mé rong sang rat nhiéu tac pham
van hoc gia twdng va khoa hoc vién twdng... N6i chung la vo cung thich
doc sach.

Tot nghiép dai hoc xong, t6i lam cho mot tiém ban sach mdéi rat 16n &
Ikebukuro, do muén lam cong viéc lién quan dén sach. Thoi diém nay t6i
bat dau nay sinh hitng tha véi sach cii va dd mua dan nhitng ban in dau caa
tiéu thuyét trinh tham, tiéu thuyét suy luan va tap chi phat hanh ngay xwa.

Téi tdm ham hai, ham ba nam trudc, toi tréd vé qué, ma tiém sach ci
bang von liéng la kho sach ciia minh va nhitng cuén sach swu tdm nho quan
hé khap bon phuwong tdm hwéng. Cai tén Hitori dwgc dat theo tén 'Tiém
sach Sannin' ciia Ranpo. Bay gio t6i cling khong phai ngwdi ham mo cuong
nhiét gi, nhung doi vai toi tac gia dé nhw mot ki rc xwa day hoai niém. Hon
nita, nd ciing c6 y chi ban than, bat dau bang stc lvc cia chinh minh...

Lic mdi mé tiém, toi ban dwgc nhiéu khung khiép. Sach vira 1én ké da
boc hoi... Nhung chi mot thoi gian ngan viéc buén ban da khung lai. Muon
day mot quyén bunko di cling vO cung gian nan. Cau c6 biét da xdy ra
chuyén gi khong?"

Dot nhién Inoue chuyén cau chuyén sang téi. T4t nhién la td6i khong
doan dugc. Vi t6i khong c6 y trd 101, Shioriko lién quang ra mot cai phao.

"Khach hang ngay sau khi m@ tiém sach cii thwong la sedori hay
nhitng nguwoi mé sach cling dang muén mad tiém. Sau khi ho luc tim mua
sach nhitng cudn quy bau thi chi con lai cac sach khong cé gia tri thwong
mai nita... Chuyén nay hay xdy ra lam."
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"Pung vay." Inoue thd danh phu ro6i nhdp mét ngum tra da hét khoi.
"Khi mé& tiém can phai dinh gia toan bo sach cung lic nén khé long bao
quat dugc nhitng chi tiét nhé. Hudng chi toi di ra tir tiém sach méi, nén rat
it kinh nghiém véi sach cii. T6i da bi danh guc ¢ diém nay. Trong s6 khach
hang xuat hién ngay dau c6 ca me co nita day. Va lay di toan bd bunko cii
ctia nha xudt ban Shunyo."

"Xin, xin 16i a!"

Shioriko xin 16i. T6i nhw thay dwgc tredc mat hinh dnh Shinokawa
Chieko khoai chi luc sach. T6i khong hé biét tiém sach cli méi mé phai trai
qua mot thit thach nhw thé.

"Khong, chi ia do s néng can cta t6i thoi. T6i da khinh suat cho rang
chi bang nhitng kién thitc vao thoi diém do la da ma tiém sach cii. Tham
chi t6i con khong hiéu dwoc rang mot tiém sach cii sé rat chat vat ¢ vung
que.

Pé bo sung nguon hang, chi con cach tim sach quy dé thu mua. Néu
khong c6 hoat dong mua va ban thi kinh doanh gi nita. Khi nhan ra diéu
nay, von xoay vong cua toi da sap can kiét... Pung lic dé, bac Akira xuat
hién."

Inoue lim dim mat nhw dang nhé lai.

"Bay gio t6i van goi 6ng la bac Kayama. Vi déi véi toi, 6ng chi la cha
ctia moOt ngwoi ban thoi tho du song gan nha."

"Lic dé bac cling khong biét Kayama Akira la nguwdi hAm mo Ranpo
phai khong a?" Tai hai.

"Lam sao biét dugc. Ong bao 1a c6 thit muén bi mat cho tdi xem nén
ngay trong ngay da dan t6i dén ngoi nha & Yukinoshita. Kishiro dang song
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& do roi, ba ay quan ly kho sach. Mot phu nit diém tinh, théng minh va can
dam.

T6i ngac nhién dén cam nin khi dat chan vao kho sach. B6 la mot bao
tang trinh tham thoi tién chién.

Bac Akira dé nghi nhwong lai vGi gia ré nhitng tap chi va ban in dau
tién bi trung. D6 1a cac s6 cii cia Thanh nién méi, Mat na... va hon hét la
ban in dau tién ctia Chu tiéu téc bac do Yumeno Kyusaku viét. T6i xoay x&
tién dé mua hét, dem ra chg sach cii & Jinbocho ban lay nhiéu tién hon va
cudi cung, vuot qua dugc tinh thé nguy cap."

T6i bong nhd lai lwgng 16n truyén tranh cli cia Fujiko Fujio ma
Shinokawa Chieko ttrng thu mua. Sach cii dwgc yéu thich ding la rat co
gia. Thoi ki kinh té phat trién con c6 gia hon.

"Vay la ong ay da ciu bac!"

"Pung... Ong cudi va bao ddy 1a tién ki quy dé vé sau néu c6 sach quy
ctia Ranpo t6i sé wu tién ban cho 6ng. Sau nay t6i méi biét, bac Akira hau
nhu khong mua sach & cac tiém sach cii trong tinh. Néu c6 mua thi ciing chi
xem danh muc r6i mua qua buwu dién, va noi nhan la Kamakura... Bé khong

ai biét s& thich cia minh, bac Akira rat can trong. Thi ra doi véi to6i, 6ng da
pha bé quy tac do."

"A, Kayama Akira 12 ngudi thé nao a?"

Khi t6i hoi vé diéu ban khoan bay nay, 6ng Inoue ngd vuc ra mat,
"Thé nao la sao?"

"Vi gitta cau chuyén cua con trai, con gai 6ng ay va Kishiro Keiko cé
su sai khac... nén chau khong biét dau la Kayama Akira thuc su."
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Mot nha gido khat khe, nghiém tic va mot ngwoi hdm mo Ranpo vui
vé tinh nghich... du nghi thé nao thi cling khong thé khép vao nhau trong
suy nghi ctia toi dugc. Inoue gat dau hiéu y "Thi ra la vay".

"Sau khi cho t6i xem nha & Kamakura xong thi bac Akira rat hay néi
chuyén vé sach. Bay nguoi trd nén nhiéu 16i hon khi gap ding cha dé yéu
thich. Nhitng ltic nhw vay tinh cdch m&t nguwdi sé tréd nén khac han, chuyén
do6 cling khong kho hiéu 1am. Toi khong nghi nhitng 16i miéu ta bac Akira
binh thuwdng ay 1a néi doi..."

T6i bat chgt liéc nhin Shioriko. Néu néi tinh cach thay doi, tré nén
nhiéu 10i khi gap ding sé thich ctia minh, thi chinh la c6 gai nay.

"Nhung tai sao 6ng ay lai phai gidu giém a?" Shioriko bat ngo lén
tiéng, giong khong ngap ngirng lam. Co 1é c6 da quen véi viéc Inoue dén
day khong phdi dé doa nat. "Khoan ban dén sy hién dién cta Kishiro
Keiko... Ly do ma 6ng Kayama che gidu s& thich su6t mdy mwoi nam la
gi?"

"Ly do khéng chi c6 mot. Trwede hét do la do gido duc ctia cu Sokichi
cha bac Akira. T6i hau nhw khong giap mat cu, nhung nghe noéi thoi tré cia
cu rat co cyc... Bai vay cu day con ludn phdi giit thé dién dang hoang.
Ngay tir dau viéc di doi b suwu tap tiéu thuyét trinh tham dén biét thy &
Yukinoshita nghe noi cting la lénh cta cu Sokichi, vao khoang nam 1955..."

"La lic Kayama Akira... két hon, phai khong a?"

Inoue mé& tron mat ngac nhién khi nghe Shioriko chi ra. "C6 doéan gidi
nhu me ctia minh dy!... Xem chitng cu khong muén dé nhitng ngudi than
md&i bat gap bo swu tap 'ki quai' kia. Sokichi sinh vao thoi Minh Tri nén
quan diém ve tiéu thuyét trinh tham c6 1é khac vai cac thé hé sau."”

Vi mot nguwoi duwge gido duc chinh quy nghiém khac nhw vg Kayama
Akira, thi viéc khong muon dé ba nhin thdy sach v& gidi tri linh tinh la
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chuyén c6 thé hiéu dugc. Nhung trong long t6i van con diéu khic mac. Hay
la gidi quyét tai day luén?

Nhu thé doc dwge sac mat t6i, Inoue hoi, "Cod cau biét nguyén quan
cua Akira va Sokichi ¢ dau khong?"

"Chau nghe néi la &... thanh phd Nagoya cta tinh Aichi." Shioriko tra

10i.
"U. Osu, Nagoya... T6i khong biét cu thé nhwng hinh nhu trede day né
la phd den do. E rang cac con bac Akira cling khong biét chuyén nay."

Twr "pho dén dé" t6i mdi nghe qua lan dau, nhwng cling hiéu dugce y
nghia. B0 la noi gidi tri cua khach lang choi. C6 kha nang Kayama Sokichi
cling lam cong viéc lién quan dén linh vi'c mai dam. Viéc cha con ho git
thé dién mot cach cyc doan khéng chirng la do c6 tat giat minh.

"Nhung toi cling khong nghi chi c6 ly do nay. Vi chuwa xac nhan voi
nguoi trong cudc nén dén bay gio van dirng & phong doan ma thoi."

"Nghia la sao a?" Shioriko nghiéng dau thac mac.

"Du c6 nhiéu an tinh di chang ntta thi qua khit cling khong phai 1a 1y
do khién bac Akira che gidu s& thich dén tan lic chét... Toi cho la tai y
thich hon."

"Y thich a...?"

"Phdi. Thich mang nhiéu bo mat... mot bo mat & dinh thy Oga, va mot
bd mat & biét thy Yukinoshita. Giong nhw quai nhan hai mwoi khuén mat
vay. Tiéu thuyét ctia Ranpo rat hay lap di lap lai mé tip nhan vat hoa than
thanh ai d6, hodac mot ngudoi dién vai cua nhiéu nhan vat. Nghe noéi ngay
ban than Ranpo cling c6 nguyén vong dwgc hoa than thanh nguoi khac...
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Khong chirng bac Akira muon bién minh thanh nhan vat xuat hién trong tac
pham cua Ranpo."

Thi ra chinh vi 1a ngwdi hdm md cudéng nhiét ctia Ranpo nén méi che
giau s@ thich cua minh triét dé dén thé nay. Do phtic tap cia con nguoi tén
Kayama Akira duc két tir nhiéu hanh vi khac nhau, lam t6i c6 cdm gidc vu
viéc ching toi ti€p nhan that 1a kho khan.

"Két sat ma ba Keiko dang giit, bac c6 biét bén trong chita gi khong
a?"

"To6i nghe bac Akira nhac qua kha lau ro6i, chwa dwgc cho xem nén
cling khong biét cu thé." Inoue trd 10i ngay, xem chirng rat cé hitng tha.
"Nhung chac chan la né quy hon nhitng bo swu tap khac. Co khi la do thira
ké tir cu Sokichi... Thiét bi bao vé kién c6 dén thé co ma."

Ong lai nhap tra nhw nghi giai lao.
"Pén day mdi la vao dé thoi. Gid t6i sé noi tGi chuyén xdy ra gitta toi

va Shinokawa Chieko. Chac c6 ciing doan dwgc r6i, nha Kayama cé lién
quan sau sac."

T6i va Shioriko bat giac ngoi thang lai. Bay gio mdi la phan chinh cta
cau chuyén day.

8

"Lan dau tién t6i gdp Shinokawa Chieko la ngay mé tiém Hitori, khi
ngwoi phu nit d6 dén tiém cua t6i ldy sach. Pwong nhién lic dy toi chua
hiéu con ngudi o ta, chi biét co ta da lam dau nha nay.

T6i nghi Shinokawa Chieko la dang ngudi ta nén dé cao canh gidc,
nhung vé cong viéc thi khong c6 gi dang phan nan. Tw khi vao lam &
Biblia, c6 ta da thu mua dugc rat nhiéu sach tot, gitp doanh thu cta tiém

https://thuviensach.vn



tang lén dang ké. Chung to6i dong trang li¥a, lai c6 nhiéu co hdi gap mat &
hiép hdi sach cii. Boi v6i toi, do 1a mot sw hién dién mang tinh khich 1€, nén
quan hé da tién trién dén mitc xdi 161, hé gap nhau la ditng lai néi chuyén.

Vé phan t6i thi, nhd doanh thu da kha 6n dinh, nén du ty tin dé tiép tuc
linh vic nay. B6 la nho vao viéc xay dung moi quan hé tot dep vai vai
khach hang thwong xuyén nhw bac Akira.

Cach day muoi lam nam, Naomi ly than va tam thoi quay vé nha me
dé. Co6 ay két hon v6i ngudi thira ké mot ctra hang trang phuc truyén thong
¢ Kansai, nhung nghe néi ngudi nay choi boi trang hoa khung khiép lam.
Du vay, nha Kayama lai chang may hoan nghénh viéc ly than. Naomi vira
xdu ho lai vira ty trong, ra di khong mang theo nhiéu tién... T6i cdm thay
khong thé bé mdc nén dé co6 dy lam viéc trong tiém. Va lai cling vi t6i dang
can nguwoi. Pau goi t6i bat dau yéu nén mua lanh dau nhitc 1am. Mat khéc,
t0i van ti€p tuc quan hé lam an véi bac Akira. Chu yéu la lién lac thong qua
Kishiro, hé c6 sach quy la t6i sé hen 6ng ra ngoai roi cho xem. T6i ciing c6
cam giac t0i 16i, nhurng mot khi bac Akira da giau gia dinh vé s@ thich va vé
Kishiro thi t6i khong c6 1y do gi dé n6i ra ca.

Shinokawa Chieko dén tiém cua t6i vao mot ldc nhw thé. Bac Akira
cling da vai lan mua sach theo danh muc & Biblia thi phai. BPuwong nhién,
dia chi gwi vé la Kishiro Keiko, biét thw & Yukinoshita, nhirng khong biét
lam sao ma ngwdi phu nit dé diéu tra duwgc danh tinh ctia bac Akira."

T6i khong hé ngac nhién. Vi véi Shinokawa Chieko, day la van dé giai
quyét trong vong mot tich tdc. Va ba da ngay lap tirc nhan ra moéi quan hé
gia nhan ngai non vg chong cta hai nguoi kia.

"Dén bay gio téi van chwa thé quén chuyén lic dé. Co ta lang 1€ nhin
cac ké trong tiém, dong thoi lam ra vé tinh cd quan sat t6i va Kayama
Naomi. Pén gio gidi lao, khi Naomi di ra ngoai, co ta ndi thang véi t6i,
'Hay gidi thieu Kayama Akira cho toi. T6i lien lac mai khong dugc nén
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dang rat kho s& day.' Nghia la Biblia c6 sach hiém cta Ranpo muén cho
bac Akira xem. Co ta cling nhan ra 6ng khong thich dén nhitng tiém sach
cli gan nha va ca viéc 6ng than thiét vgi t6i. Chinh vi thé, co ta mgi nho t6i
lam trung gian."

"La uy hiép... chit dau phai nho." Shioriko thi tham, 4nh mat t6i sam
lai.

"Phdi. V@i tham y la néu khong lam theo, c6 ta sé dén nha Kayama noi
tudt ra bi mat ctia bac Akira. Co ta biét luon ca viéc t6i gidu Naomi nita.
Khong r6 la dung ngén nghé gi, dén gio t6i van chwa doan dugce. Con
chuyén hoang dwong nay nita, dwong nhu c6 ta nhin ra tudt ludt chi qua
nhitng quyén sach trén ké..."

T6i khong nghi 1a hoang duong, vi da nghe ké Shinokawa Chieko chi
can nhin kho sach cii 1a doc vanh vach tinh cach va ca lai lich chu nhan.
Ngay ca nhitng quyén ton trong tiém sach cii, doi vdi ba ay khong chirng
cling 1a manh méi vé chu tiém.

"Thé bac cé dap trng yéu cau do khong a?"

Inoue lac dau trudc cau héi caa toi, "Lic dau t6i do dy. Nhung co ta
néi tiép, 'Anh xii Naomi ly hon ding khong? To6i khong giy cén tré la
dugce chit gi!" Khong biét lam thé nao ma dén cad quan hé cia chiing t6i c6
ta cling nam dugc."

Qua nhién la thé, t6i nghi. Hai ngwoi khong don thuan chi la ban thoi
tho 4u. Ong Shida da phéng doan chinh x4c.

"Hg..."

Toi dang gat gu thi Shioriko & bén canh rut re 1én tiéng, "Bac néi quan
hé, nghia la...?"
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Inoue rat kinh ngac, "Chang 1é... Quan hé ma c6 cling khong hiéu?"

"Ha?"

"T6i vira n6i con gi? Quan hé cua toi va Naomi."

Ong nhéc lai. M6t bau khong khi ki la tran ngdp phong khéch.

"Cu thé la thé nao a?"

Shioriko hoi bang vé nghiém nghi. T6i bat gidc nguwdc lén tran nha.
Nguoi nay ma dung dén linh vyc luyén &i thi sé tr@ nén cuc ki cham hiéu.

Luc di mua sach ¢ nha nguoi yéu cili cua toi cling vay, co da khong nhan ra
cho dén khi dugc gidi thich rd rang.

"Ngoc thé a? Cai c6 nay!"

Inoue vtra tac Iwdi vira quay sang ngang. T6i nhan thdy 6ng dang cd
gidu con xau ho, "Bay gio t6i da nghi dén chuyén két hon véi co dy. Puong
nhién la mo6i quan hé dang hoang... Bén gio van vay."

Trudc 10i gidi thich van tat, Shioriko dé mat tia tai. Co cii guc xuéng
nhu thé sap dap dau vao chiéc ban thap.

"X... xin 16i... Chau ciing thdy la la... Thé a? Pung ro6i, qua nhw chau
nght..."

Co lung ting thi tham. Trwdc canh ay, m6t nu cuwdi yéu 6t phét qua
moi Inoue. Ngoai cudi nhao ra, day la lan dau tién t6i nhin thay 6ng cuoi.

"Duong nhw ¢6 thye sy khac véi me minh... ciing c6 cho giong con
nguoi day."

T6i nghi vé cau néi cia Shinokawa Chieko, "T6i khong gay can tré la
dwgc chir gi." Bung la cau de doa gian tiép. Néu Naomi biét Inoue dang che
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giau bi mat cia cha minh thi quan hé gitta hai ngudi c6 thé tan vd ngay. D6
la con bai phu dé cung c6 chién thang cta ba.

Sao lai biét ca chuyén do co chi?

Di trwdc con gian dir 1a nbi sg hai vo tan. Gio t6i da hiéu rdo nguyén
nhan khién Inoue canh gidc va doi x& v6i me con Shinokawa bang théi do
day thu dich nhu thé. C6 1€ 6ng s¢ bi nhin thau nhitng bi mat ma ban than
muon che giau.

"Cudi cung, toi da gigi thiéu nguwoi dan ba ay cho bac Akira. Duong
nhw ¢6 ta da ban dwgc vai cuén Ranpo quy hiém con trong tinh trang t6t.
Tat ca déu la ban in dau tién cua sach viét chung nhiéu tac gia."

Vira nghe chit "viét chung", to6i lién nh¢é lai quyén sach cii trong chiéc
hép mau trang, quyén sach toi suyt lam rét, ban in dau tién co6 gia tri cao
nhat trong nhitng tac pham cua Ranpo.

"Kiéu nhv Egawa Ranko phai khong a?"

"U. Con ca nhitng quyén sach dep nhw Hiép si trén khong hay Mé 16
sat nhan nita. Bac Akira vui 1am va rat quy nguoi dan ba d6. Nghe néi 6ng
bat dau thuwong xuyén mua sach & Biblia. Vé phia t6i thi ngugc lai, tré nén
gitt khodng cach véi 6ng. That dang xau ho, nhung t6i khong mudn dinh liu
t6i Shinokawa Chieko nita."

"Kayama Naomi thi thé nao a?"

Nghe t6i hoi, Inoue hoi nhan mat, nhw thé chuyén méi xdy ra hom
qua, "Mot ngay no, dot nhién co6 ay bi dan quay lai nha chong, do hai bén
gia dinh thuyét phuc... nhung quay lai thi cling khong thay doi duwoc gi."

Cau chuyén dugc dan dat vé vu ly hon ba nam trwdc. Long vong chan,
rot cudc ba ay van lam & tiém sach Hitori.
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"HOm qua c6 da néi vbi co ay, rang bac Akira cling rat xem trong gia
dinh, diéu do c6 can ctr gi khéng?" Inoue lai bat chuyén v6i Shioriko.

"Ha? A, vang... Tam thoi thi... Chau khong dam dam bao. Nhung néu
tim thdy series D0i tham t nhi cia Kayama Akira thi c6 thé sé hiéu rd rang
hon mot chat..."

"T6i da nghe Naomi ké sau khi hai ngudi vé. La ban in cia Kobunsha
phai khong?"

"Pung r6i! Chau c6 cam giac c6 Naomi biét cho gidu no."

"Can ct vao chiéc huy hiéu BD a?" Inoue héi nhw chan dau. "Lic choi
vdi toi co ay hay deo né lam. Du con tré con tam hon don thuan nhung toi
cling thay ghen ti nén da gang héi mai la 1dy & dau ra, Naomi déu nhat
quyét khong tra 16i. Bay gio ngam lai thi chac huy hiéu la ctia bac Akira.
Nhung ké ca thé thi chwa han co6 dy da biét cho gidu sach dau. Von di co dy
cling khéng biét trong nha dé c6 sach hay khong nita."

"Bac c6 nghe Kayama Akira néi gi vé series Poi tham t& nhi khong
a?"

Inoue lac dau trude cau héi cta t6i, "Khong phai téi ban. Tiém cta t6i
khong c6 sach thiéu nhi. Tat nhién bac Akira sé c6 duwgc bang ngad khac
thoi, chang dé ¢ Yukinoshita thi dé & Oga."

Phdi, van dé la Kayama Naomi c6 biét viéc d6 hay Khong.

"Ngoai chiéc huy hiéu BD, chau van con can ct khac, nhuing chau cé
vai chuyén muon hoi. Series P46i tham tir nhi ma bac Hitori... bac Inoue da
doc c6 phdi la ban ctia nha xudt ban Poplar khong?"

"T6i a? Toi thi doc 16n x0n ctia cd Kobunsha lan Poplar. The vién
treong tiéu hoc cé da ban in cia Kobunsha, nhwng vi nhiéu tap rach nat

https://thuviensach.vn



khong thé doc noi nén ho da mua thém ban in ctia Poplar. T6i nghi ciing
mua bo sung ca nhitng tap cudi khong duwgc Kobunsha phat hanh nita... Cé
chuyén gi sao?"

"Khong, chi cé diéu chdu mu6n xac nhan mot chut..."
Co no6i khong ro rang. Chwa hiéu y do cta cau héi nay la gi?

"Bac nghi c6 kha nang c6 Naomi mugn series do tr ngwoi ngoai gia
dinh, hay doc ¢ noi khac ngoai nha minh khong?"

"Nhu toi biét thi khong. Nghe néi vi ban viéc hoc thém va hoc cac
mon nang khiéu ngoai chwong trinh & treong nén c6 ay chi doc sach vao
dém khuya thoi. Thue vién thi khéng dén dwgc vi ba me cam. Du mudn
muon thi c6 1€ cling chang ban cung 16p nao c6 series d6 ca. Ma nhd lai thi,
ngoai toi ra, c6 ay khong c6 may ban choi cung trang lira..."

Cang nghe cang thay ding la mét thoi dai tré em khong c6 tu do. To6i
thi dirng hong t6i chiu. Naomi cé cam xtc phtc tap déi véi cha me ciing la
1é dvong nhien.

"A, néu tim thdy ban in ciia Kobunsha thi s& biét dugc chuyén gi
Vay?"

Ong Inoue hoi Shioriko, xem chirng da doan ra @ mot mitc do nao do,
toi thi van chwa nam ré mach cau chuyén.

"MOoi lién hé gitta Kayama Akira va c6 Naomi. Bac Inoue ciing mudn
biét diéu do6 phai khong?"

"Pung vay." Ong tra 16i. "Cd dy cit ludn cho ring tir nhé da bi cha
khinh miét, ng6 lo... Toi khong noi bac Akira la ngwoi hoan hao. Nhung
cling khong thé nghi rang ong la nguwdi khong c6 chat tinh thwong nao doi
V@i con gai."
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"Chau ciling nghi thé." Shioriko té ra dong tinh.

"Nhwng t6i khong lam sao chitng minh dwgc. Téi che gidu sy that sudt
thoi gian dai, lic nao cling 1én tiéng bénh vuc bac Akira nén c6 1€ 16i toi
néi khong dang tin nhiém nita. Nhung nghe cudc trao déi hém qua, t6i nghi
biét dau c6 lam dwgc. C6 c6 thé gitp to6i xda bo sy hiéu lam cta co ay
khong, nhan lic tim chia khéa két sat ay? DAy cling la mdt cach dé t6i dén
on bac Akira."

DPé nghi ctia 6ng Inoue chita dwng am hwdng thiét tha. Chac ong da
nghi ngoi sau xa va phién ndo bay lau, dén mic phai xuéng nwéc nho va
con gai cua ké da don ép minh.

"Néu bac Inoue hgp tac thi chau cé cach dé tim dugc series Poi tham
t* nhi cia Kayama Akira." Suy nghi mot lac, Shioriko tra 10i. "Cé diéu,
chau khong thé dam bédo rang minh sé hoéa gidi dwgc hiéu lam cta co
Naomi vGi ong Kayama... Chuira ké mai két noi gitta 6ng ay va bac Inoue c6
kha nang bi phat hién."

Ong chu tiém sach tram ngam suy nghi. Kayama Naomi da trach méc
dir doi tiém Biblia vé t0i che gidu viéc ngoai tinh cia cha minh. Noi titc
gian doé khong chirng sé chuyén hét sang ong.

"Mot khi ba Kishiro tiép xtic véi nha Kayama thi thé nao ciing bai 16
th6i." Chang bao lau sau 6ng m& miéng n6i mot cach nang né. "Nhung
cling tot hon la ctt dé mai thé nay ma khong c6 gang cai thién... Vay c6 lam
sao tim dugc? Co da doan ra né nam & dau roi a?"

"' mot mitc do nhat dinh thdi... Nhung chdu khong thé di tim tht tirng
cho mot. Chua ké cho d6 khong chac 1a mé dugce dé dang."

"Vay lam thé nao?" T6i hoi, cam thdy tinh kha thi hét sitc mo ho. Liéu
co thue sy tim duwoc khong?
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"Chi c6 mot cach." Shioriko gio ngon tro lén. "Chung ta sé nho co
Kayama Naomi chi cho."

9

Ngay lam viéc cu6i cung trong tuan, t6i va Shioriko dén nha Kayama.
D6 1a vao khodng giita trra nén gia chu chwa vé. Mot phu nit ditng tudi c6
vé la nguoi giup viéc ra don, trwde tien ba dwa chiung téi dén thw phong.

Hom nay Kayama Yoshihiko da cho phép ching t6i tim kiém trong
nha. T4t ca 1a nhd vao Inoue. Ong kién tri thuyét phuc ring ngudi cia tiém
sach cii Biblia rat dang tin cay, nén cho ho dugc ty do lam viéc, biét dau sé
phat hién ra s6 sach cii quy hiém ctia Kayama Akira, tuy nhién kem diéu
kién 1a khi m& nhitng d6 dung cé ctra thi phdi c6 nguwdi lam chitng va
khong dich chuyén do dac trong nha néu chwa dwgc phép.

"Bat dau xem t¢ thw phong c6 dwgc khong?" Nguwoi gitip viéc hoi.
Chac ba la ngwoi lam chirng.

"A, a, tredc hét, c dé ching t6i tw di xem qua mot lwgt dinh thy nay
c6 duge khong? Puwong nhién la ching t6i sé khong tuy tién md cho nay
cho kia dau."

Shioriko bat chuyén bang khuén mat twoi cwdi hét mirc. Nguwoi giup
viéc liéc nhin co6.

HOm nay ¢6 mdc vay dai vai tron, 4o so mi trang c6 rong cung ao len
mau nhat. Trang phuc nhw nhan vién van phong, trong hoan toan vo hai.

"Vay thi t6i & dai sdnh tang mot, néu c6 viéc gi hay goi nhé!"

C6 vé tam thoi tin twdng nén nguwdi phu nit dong cira di ra. Chac do
twong day nén khong nghe thay ca tiéng budc chan. Thuw phong yén tinh trd
lai.
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Ngo6i nha nam gitta lvng chitng doc, tam nhin tir civa s6 rat dep. Vung
nay nam ngoai Fujisawa, gidp ranh Kamakura. C6 rat nhiéu lum cdy mau
xanh nam lan trong khu vyc nha 6.

"Thé, bay gio ching ta lam gi?"

T6i nhin ra bén ngoai, hoi. That ra t6i khong biét chi tiét ké hoach.
Shioriko va Inoue da ban bac qua dién thoai nhung khong noéi vadi toi vi
khong biét thire té moi chuyén sé dién ra thé nao.

Ping ra Kayama Naomi sé vé dé chi cho ching t6i cho dé series Doi
tham t& nhi nhung nghe noi hom nay ba ban viéc ¢ tiém sach Hitori.

Sau khi kiém tra tin nhan dién thoai, Shioriko di dén géc phong, dut
khoat m@ canh ta chira do.

"Lam thé c6 sao khong?" To6i tron mat ngac nhién. Chang phai da néi
la "sé khong tuy tién m& cho nay cho kia" u?

"Vi rat can thiét... Anh Daisuke, lai day di!"

Co vay tay nhuw tré con kiéu "lai day, lai day". T6i tién dén gan, dang
nghiéng dau kho hiéu thi chgt bi day vao lung, mat da chdi han vao khéng
gian hep.

"Hé'?"

T6i v0i vang ngoai dau lai thi Shioriko cling da lach vao tu. Co ding
quay lung veé phia toi, kéo ctra lai.

Dul vay ciing khong phai 1a t6i om. Anh sang van len qua khe hé ctia
cac tam van.

"Chung ta ¢ day cho Kayama Naomi." Shioriko nhin ra bén ngoai ctra
chép, thi tham. "Bac Inoue mdi nhan tin. Nghe néi c6 Naomi dang trén
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dwong tr tiém sach Hitori vé. Khong biét khi nao sé tdi noi..."

Pau Shioriko ¢ ngay dudi cam t6i. Mai téc den dai sau lwng ¢ choc
vao nguc ao toi nhon nhot. T6i choang vang béi hwong thom tir lan da c6
toa day ap khong gian hep.

"Tai... tai sao phai tron thé?"

"Pé dugc chi cho cho gidu sach. Vi lat nita, c6 1 c6 Naomi sé md no
ra.

Cubi cung toi da hiéu dugc cau chuyén. Nghia la khong phai hoi dang
hoang dé dugc chi ti té€ ma la nhin trom.

"Lam sao c0 biét la n6 & thw phong? Ma lam sao c6 Naomi bang long
vé day mé& cho gidu chir?"

"Xét viec Kayama Akira mat da dugc mot nam ma van khong tim
thay, va viéc 6ng dy lic con séng da & thu phong rat nhiéu, thi kha nang né
¢ day la cao nhat. Trén thyc té. Naomi sé dén bay gio. Ly do la 1a thw."

"La thu?"

"Bac Inoue ké v&i c6 Naomi rang c6 1€ chiéu nay ngwoi cta tiém
Biblia sé tim duwgc series D0oi tham t* nhi ¢ thw phong, hon nita con bo
sung... Rang bac ay da gii mot 14 thw cho Kayama Akira ltc sinh thoi, noi
vé y dinh két hon véi Naomi, nghe ndi thw cat & cho khong ai thdy, nhung
chi sg khéng thoat dwgc con mat tinh twdng ciia may ngudi ¢ tiém Biblia..."

N6i nhu thé thi ding la phai dén xem r6i. Co diéu...
"La thw ay c6 that khong?"
"T6i khong biét. Nghi dén viéc c6 Naomi m& dugc cho giau, bac

Inoue da dwva ra y twéng do."
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Dau dang gap bé tac that, nhing an khong noéi cé thé nay thi qua da
nhi! Ching t6i bi Kayama Naomi ghét tir dau da danh, nhung Inoue lam thé
liéu c6 sao khong?

Bich. Lung c6 va vao ngudi toi. Co hoi loang choang, phan sau dau co6
dung ngay vung trén tim t6i, lam t6i suyt nhay cang lén.

"Xin 16i anh, ché nay kh6 dung nang qua. Xin 16i... Au!" Shioriko c6
gang nhich manh ngwdi ra xa thi lai va dau vao ctra.

"Khong sao chi?"
"Vang."

Shioriko tra 10i trong khi xoa tran. T6i lo lang cho phan than trén dang
lao déo cua co.

"Dua vao toi cling dugc. Néu c6 thay dirng kho."

T0i ndi nho. Sau mot lac do du, Shioriko rut re twa lung vao toi that.
Sttc nang cua co thé am 4p va mém mai lam t6i gan nhw mat binh tinh.

"Thay thodi mai hon mdt chit r6i. CAm on anh!"

"Khong, khong co gi."

Khong gian roi vao im lang. Chi con nghe dwgc tiéng thd ctia nhau.
"Hé im lang la thay ngai ngai sao ay!" Shiorikothi tham vé kho s@.
"Um, thi..."

Chinh vi thé, lam doi tham t nhi thi dugc, ch ngwoi 16n dang hoang
roéi ma con tron ¢ day thi rat ki cuc. Ching to6i vira nhin ra thw phong vang
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tanh vira tim dé tai n6i chuyén véi nhau. Roi c6 1én tiéng, "A... Vé chuyén
hen ho ma anh Daisuke da noéi lan truwée..."

Trong gidy lat, toi that than. Sao lai gid dé tai ay ra & day!
"Hen ho, véi toi, phai khong?"

"Vang... Lam gi con ai khac ntra..."

"Phai r6i!"

Shioriko thd mét hoi dai. Dién bién c6 vé dang ngd. T6i nong long
cho dgi cau tiép theo.

"T6i thi... nhitng chuyén thé nay néu khéng néi rach roi sé khéng hiéu
dau... A, trwdc day da ting ra ngodi véi anh Daisuke nhi. Khong chirng
cling c6 thé coi 1a hen ho, phai khong?"

Mot cau ngdy ngo nhuv thé ma cling hoi dwgc. Nhung c6 to6 ra hoan
toan nghiem tuc.

"Um, ma... 1an 4y, ciing khé dinh nghia 14m."
Viécdi ra ngoai vdi co6 don gian la rat tha vi. Cam gidc cu thé thé nao,
toi kh6 madién ta troi chay duoc.

"Pong dén linh vic nay, toi cuc ki toi da... T6i khong hiéu la do cach
noi hay thoi diém noéi. Hé nghi dén chuyén yéu dwong két hon ctia ban than
thi t6i khong thé nghi sudn sé duwgc... Ma c6 1€ 1a tai t6i khong mudn suy
nghi may. Doc trong sach thi thdy hay nhung ma..."

Trong khi lang nghe, t6i dan dan tran tinh. C6 tirng noi la khéng dinh
két hon. Vay thi chac cling khong yéu duwong. Tam thoi toi ly gidi nhw thé.

"

"A, tém lai la... toi...
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Tém lai la toi xin phép dugce tir choi chi gi? Du thé thi Daisuke nay
cling khong hoi han. Mién la Shioriko khong ac cam, t6i sé tim co hoi dé
tht moi lan nita. Muon tién trién véi co thi can phai kién...

"Sé hen ho."

Khong biét ty ltic nao Shioriko da quay lai, ngudc nhin t6i. Du trong
béng t6i, toi van than thd nghi doi mat den cua co that la dep.

"Hé'?"

"Du da ty hoi ly do, t6i van khong hiéu noi... Nhung néu doi twgng la
anh Daisuke thi c6 khi thu xép dwgc. Vivay, ching ta hen ho di!"

"That khong?"

"Vang. Viéc lan nay tam 6n thi ngay nghi tGi, chiing ta sé di choi."
"La that phai khong?" T6i nhan manh, dai dang, dén t6i nghiép.
Co gat dau.

Suyt chut nita la t6i da lam tw thé chién thang. Chwa phéi quan hé yéu
dwong hay gi cd, chi la mot 10i hita sé hen ho. Nhung d6i twong la
Shinokawa Shioriko. Ci¢ xét tinh hinh ti* trwéc dén nay thi day qua la mot
buéc tién phi thwong.

"Vay, c6 c6 cho nao mudn di khong?"

T6i vira tap ténh tinh chuyén twong lai thi Shioriko dwa ngén tré 1én
moi, im ldng nhin ra ngoai ctra chép.

Ctra ra vao nang né hé ra, Kayama Naomi lang Ié 1én vao thw phong.
Dang diéu hap tap, vai khoac chiéc 4o méng c6 mii v6i nhitng nép gap nhap
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nho. Sau khi kiém tra dé dam béo rang & hanh lang khong c6 ai, ba déng
ctra thw phong lai.

Khéng chirng qua nguoi giup viéc, ba da biét sy c6 mat cia chung toi
trong ngodi nha nay. Ba v6i vang dén chiéc ban gan ctta s, 1an lvgt mé tirng
ngan kéo. DOt nhién trong mot khac, tay ba khyng lai nhw giat minh réi
cam lén mot vat nhé mau bac.

La chiéc huy hiéu BD ma Shioriko da tim thdy, nhung ngay lap tic
Naomi 14y lai binh tinh, ném chiéc huy hiéu xuéng ban, tiép tuc céng viéc
ban dau.

Cudi cung, chac khong thdy vat can tim trong cac ngan kéo, ba lai
nhin quanh thw phong mot lwot, réi ditng mat & canh ctra ti ma ching t6i
dang nap.

T6i nin théd. Kayama Yoshihiko néi rang da don dep trong day roi
nhung c6 thé ba em gai khong biét. Néu ctira chdp md ra thi tit ca cong stc
sé thanh bot nuwéc.

Khong, Naomi lac dau, roi mat di. T6i vudt nguc thé phao.

Ba tir tir tién téi b ban ghé tiép khach. N6 giong véi bo ban ghé &
tang mot, hai chiéc sofa boc da dat déi dién nhau. Ké ca chiéc ban, cac chi
tiét go déu duwgc lam tir cing maét vat liéu. Kayama Yoshihiko néi la go
bach.

T6i nghi chac Naomi dinh nghi gidi lao mot chit nhwng khong phai
vay. Ba quy trudc bo sofa, tho tay vao day chiéc sofa chan thap. Xem
chirng ba dang cham tay vao cho nay ché no theo mot trinh ty nao dé.
Chang may choc ba da cam miéng dém cta ghé ngdi 1én mot cach nhe
nhang im ang.

N

A..
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Trong sofa c6 cai co quan... Cho gidu dé ding la cé that va nguai phu
ni* nay cling biét cho do.

"Pung nhv dy doan... 'Ghé nguwdi'... 'Than lan den'? Khong, 1a 'Khéi
vang' khong chung..."

Shioriko 1am bam day hing thi. "Ghé nguwoi"” thi t6i nhé la da nghe &
dau do roi. Hinh nhw nghe dugc tiéng c6 hay sao ma Kayama Naomi ty
dung nghi ngo nhin quanh thu phong.

"Di thoi, anh Daisuke!" Goi toi xong, Shioriko mé& toang cita tu.
10

Thay Shioriko xuat hién, Kayama Naomi ditng chon chan tai cho.
"Chau... Tai sao...?"

Chung t6i c nhin cham chu vao chiéc sofa da bién doi hinh dang mot
cach ki la. Phia du6i dém ng6i la mot khong gian rong, cat vai chuc quyén
sach cli vGi bia trude quay 1én trén. "Quai nhan tang hinh", "Quai nhan vi
tru", "B6n mwoi khuén mat ki quai", con c6 ca "Bup bé phap thuat". Trén
bia sach vé quai nhan va thiéu nién c6é chit "Do6i tham t nhi" va "Edogawa
Ranpo". Tranh va chit ggi cam gidc hoi khac so véi ban in cia nha xudt ban
Poplar. Bo ¢ day giong sach cua thoi dai cd.

"Pay la ban ctia Kobunsha..." Shioriko thi tham, cti dau chao Kayama
Naomi. "Xin 16i, biét co sé dén nén chiu da doi. Series Po6i tham t nhi &
day la ctia 6ng nha phai khong a? Béan c6 thich doc hoi xwa chinh la ban in
nay, cia Kobunsha chit khong phai la cia Poplar & cho bac Yoshihiko,
dang khong a?"

Kayama Naomi tron mat ngac nhién. Mat mét Iic ba méi binh tinh lai
va m@ miéng ndi chuyén duwgc."Tai, tai sao chau biét?"
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T6i cling rat ngac nhién. Lam sao Shioriko biét rd nguwdi nay da doc
ban nao? Trong nhitng cudc no6i chuyén tr tredc dén giod c6 manh moi gi
chang?

"HOm trudc & tiém sach Hitori, khi néi chuyén vé Doi tham t nhi,
chéu da thay ki la."

No6i xong Shioriko khom ngudi xudng 1ay quyén "Bup bé phap thuat".
Trén bia cuén nao, dang san hinh vé thiéu nién cting la m6t khuoén mat dang
sg son mau trang nhin thang ra doc giad. B4 la nhitng bia sach kha an twong.

Sau khi no6i "Xin phép", Shioriko ng6i xuéng ghé c6 tay dwa, dung
nang bén canh. C6 bat dau lat sach bang hai ban tay khéng con vuéng viu
cai nang. Sach khong hé rach hay 6, nhin qua ciing biét la da dugc gitt gin
can than. Bia 16t c6 ghi "Ngay 15 thang Mwdi mét nam Chiéu Hoa thi 32
(1957), phat hanh lan dau". Hu ra la ban in dau tién.

"Tranh minh hoa day bi an cta Ishihara Gojin trén khudn sach cua
Matsuno Kazuo ciing rat tuyét voi... Qua that, cudn nay tuyét qua."

"Cudn sach nay cé van dé gi thé?"

"Series D06i tham ti nhi khi thay d6i ban in cling thwong dinh chinh lai
ndi dung, nhung cling cé treong hgp thay doi ca tén sach nita. Doi véi tac
pham nay thi ban ctia Poplar va ban cia Kobunsha cé nhan dé khéac nhau.
Ban cua Poplar la 'Bup bé ac ma'."

N

A.

No6i méi nhd, hom tredc xem phién ban Poplar trong phong dé do cta
nha nay, ding la c6 quyén "Bip bé ac ma". Vi da xem bia 16t nén t6i van
con an twgng.
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A, ma hai ngudi phu nit nay da néi ring nhan dé va dé tai vé "buip bé"
cling hiém.

"Bac Yoshihiko da ghi tén 1én titng quyén sach ctia minh. D6 la mét
ménh 1énh nghiém khac dé nhitng quyén sach d6 khong bi dong vao ding

N

khong a? Viéc 1én mang di doc co kho khong a?... A, cam on ¢0."

Shioriko tra lai quyén "Bup bé phap thuat". Nguwoi doi dién khong néi
gi, nhan lay cudn sach r6i ma@ ra. Vé mat da thw thai hon.

"Chau khong dinh hoi gi qua dang. Nhuwng ma, néu duwgc, co cé thé
cho chau biét da xdy ra chuyén gi khong a? Ké ca chuyén cai ghé ki la nay,
chau cting mudn hoi."

Kayama Naomi déng sach lai, vudt vao bia sach nhw dang hoai niém.
Ba nhin chiéc sofa dang md, bat dau cau chuyén bang giong ém diu, "Ding
nhw chdu néi, mot ngay no, anh Yoshihiko bat dau cam t6i dong vao series
Do6i tham t nhi. Du ban than anh khéng con doc may, ma t6i thi van chwa
doc nhitng quyén & ntta sau bd truyén... Toi dinh 1én mwon tir ké sach,
nhung lai sg céi tinh néng ndy ctia anh ay. Muon & thw vién thi bi me cam,
muon ban thi chang ai cé... Ngay Ichiro cling khong."

Inoue noi rang sach 6ng doc la cua thw vién treong va ong da doc 16n
x0n ca hai ban in ctia Poplar lan Kobunsha. Nén du Kayama Naomi néi tén
sach thudc ban in cia Kobunsha thi chac 6ng cting khéng nhan ra.

"T6i muén doc nhitng quyén chwa doc nén trong long rat bon chon.
Mot dém no, khi di vé sinh vé ngang qua thw phong thi nghe thady am thanh
la phat ra tir bén trong. To6i khong biét la gi nén thi hé ctra thi thdy cha
dang khom nguoi trudc bo sofa mGi mua nay. Toi twéng cha khd & nén
thoat dau dinh lén tiéng goi, song khi thay khuén mat nhin nghiéng ctia 6ng
thi to6i khong thé no6i dugce gi... Vi trong 6ng nhw ngudi khac vay."

"Nguoi khac nghia la sao a?" Shioriko hoi.
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"Cha dang cuwdi tim tim. Nhin vui vé tir tan day long nhw dita tré dy."

MGt cau trd 161 bat ngo. T6i twédng phdi la mot khuén mat dang sg
khung khiép lam.

"Ong di chuyén co quan cia bd sofa nay, vui vé dé series Poi tham tt
nhi dang dat trén ban vao ddy. Y nhu dita tré dugc mua cho do choi méi
vay.

Vi chua tirng nhin thdy cha nhw thé nén toi rat sg, twdng dau quai nhan
hai muoi khudon mdt da vao nha nay... Trong series do, c6 canh quai nhan
cdi trang thanh nguwdi trong nha muc tiéu ro6i vao lay cap bau vat ding
khong? T6i voi va dong ctra, chay tron vé phong.

Nhung, cha cua ngay k€ tiép lai nhw moi khi, trd vé lam mdot nguoi
nghiém khac, khong gan giii v4i ai ca. Dén mitc toi con twdng chuyén dém
trwde la gidc mo... T6i khong hiéu sy tinh ra sao, nhung tam hon tré tho cia
toi biét rdo mot diéu. Chuyén da thay dém do, khong dwoc néi véi bat ki ai...
Keé cé véi chinh cha minh.

Nhung t6i khong ngan noi khao khat doc series B4i tham ti¥ nhi giau
trong sofa. Toi canh lic cha khong cé ¢ day dé 1én lay ra doc r6i tra lai.
Lén vao thw phong ma cha thwong vang mat thi don gidn hon so vGi phong
cua anh trai.

Thinh thodng t6i cling 14y cai huy hiéu BD dé chung trong d6 ra deo di
choi. Tdi nghi néu la Ichiro thi s& biét rd... Um, xin moi!"

Naomi gat dau khi Shioriko ra hiéu xin phép dwgc xem bén trong sofa.
CoO cha tiém dat cay nang, ngoi bét xudng, bat dau luc tim phia duwdi chiéc
dém ngoi da duwgc nhac 1én. Nhin tir phia sau cling c¢6 thé cam nhan dugc
niém vui swéng cta c6. Biéu hién cia Kayama Akira chac cling nhw thé
nay khi c6 con gai bat gap dém do.
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"Co 0 nghi la ong phat hién ra khong?" Shioriko vira n6i vira m@
chiéc hop go dat canh quyén sach. Bén trong c6 vai cai hop nhé bang gidy.
Trén nén hop mau do in chit "BD" mau den, c6 1é day la cai hop dung chiéc
huy hiéu da néi. Cam 1dy mot thi¢ tréng nhuw quyén sé tay nho dé bén canh,
Shioriko gi¢ loat soat kiém tra bén trong.

"Gia dinh t6i khong ai nhan ra cd, vi t6i da mang di rat khéo... Nay,
khoan da! Lam sao hai chau biét t6i sé dén thw phong, m& cho giau do ra

Vay?ll

Giong Naomi bong trd nén sac bén. Dwong nhu cudi cung ba da lay lai
binh tinh va quay vé van dé mau chot. Shioriko van cam nguyén quyén so
tay, ngoanh dau lai.

"DPo6 ia nhé... bac Inoue cua tiém sach Hitori..."

Shioriko ngan ngt trd 10i. Mat Kayama Naomi bién sac.
"Vay thi, chuyén Ichiro néi..."

Chac la vé 1a thwe. Ching t6i khong thot nén 16i.

Trong lic bau khong khi yén lang khé x& ngdp tran, canh cira thw
phong bong mé ra. M6t ngwoi dan 6ng téc bac gay 6m nhu con hac, mac
chiéc 4o khodc méng mau be buwdc vao. Tii do 6ng phong lén méot cach ki
la, nhw nhét cu6n sach kho bunko bén trong.

"Ichiro..."

Kayama Naomi n6i nhé. Ong chu tiém sach Hitori hwéng mét vé chiéc

ghé c6 nhét day sach.
"Vay la né cé that?"

"Nghia la sao? L4 thuw do... thi thé nao?"
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"Chuyén 1a thw 1a néi d6i." Trwdc cau hdi cia nguwdi ban thdoi du tho,
ong Inoue trd 10i thang, "Anh khong gti thu cho bac Akira."

No6i kinh ngac tir tir lan rong trén khuén mat tiéu tuy cua ngudi phu
nit. Hét nhv mot cai 16 16n trong rong.

"Anh da cau két véi may ngudi nay dé bat em mé cai ghé?"
"Pung vay. Chinh anh dé nghi hgp sttc véi bon ho ."
"Hé?”

"Bac Akira la khach cta tiém anh. Anh da ban sach cii cho 6ng ma
khong néi véi moi ngwoi trong nha Kayama. Di nhién anh ciing biét sy hién
dién cua Kishiro. Bac Akira da giup d& anh, la an nhan cttu gidap anh trong
buwéc dudong cung. Anh tirng ké véi em vé mot khach hang thuong xuyén
ho trg tiém trong thoi ki kho khan, dung khong? D6 la bac Akira day."

Cau chuyén dang gay can lén tirng chiit mot ma biéu cam cia Kayama
Naomi lai ctrng do.

"Anh khong néi bac Akira la mot ngudi tot hoan toan. Nhung chac
chan khong phdi nguwdi khong c6 tinh cam. Anh cling muén em hiéu diéu
do...."

"Thoi di! Em khong muon nghe!" Naomi lac dau that manh. "Khong
c6 chuyén gi dé hiéu ca. To6i da bi cac nguwoi Itra chi dé mé cai ghé nay ra.
bu qua roi!"

Inoue nhin Shioriko nhw dé tim cau tra 1oi. Pung la sau khi mé& cho

giau sach thi van chwa tim hiéu dwgc thém diéu gi. Luc trudce, ¢o cling ndi
"khong thé dam bao". Co6 1€ két cuc chi nhw vay thoi.
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"Co nghi la 6ng Kayama thyc sy khong nhan ra a?" Shioriko bat ngo
1én tiéng. "That kho ma tin dwgc rang, nguwdi gidu mot bo swu tap ki luwong
dén mitc nay lai khong dé y xem c6 ai dung vao hay chwa."”

"Nhwng, néu nhan ra thi han da noéi gi do6 vdi téi réi chi?"

"Tai khong nam dwgc bang chitng r6 rang thi sao?" Shioriko ti€p tuc.
"P0i v6i ong thi chac chan két cau an cua sofa nay va nhitng quyén sach
trong do6 la mot bi mat quan trong. Chinh vi vay, néu khong c6 chitng c r6
rang thi khong phai rat kh6 mé 10i hay sao?"

"Chau chi suy dién th6i."
"Khong, khong phai suy dién dau... Co hay nhin céi nay di!"

Shioriko chia ra quyén s6 tay mau den khi ndy. Ngoai bia c6 dau huy
hiéu BD va dong chit mau vang kim So6 tay D6i tham t nhi.

"C4i nay 1a cai gi vay?" Tbi hoi.

"La So tay Doi tham t& nhi, phu ban cda tap chi Thiéu nién da dang
dai ki series Doi tham tr nhi sau chién tranh. Cung véi huy hiéu BD, n6 rat
dugc tré em nhitng nam 1950 yéu thich."

Co6 ca th nhw thé nay co a? Shioriko mé trang dau tién ra cho toi
xem. Co hinh va chit ki cuia Edogawa Ranpo cung thong diép "Ban cling co
thé trd thanh tham t&". Qua la mén qua day kich thich véi hoc sinh tiéu
hoc.

"Quyeén s6 tay nay, khi xwra khong nam trén cung chéng sach dau phai
khong a?"

"Gio chau nhac méi thdy, ding nhuw vay. Vi sg lam ban né nén toi
khong mang ra... Cai do c6 gi khong?"
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Shioriko 14t trang dau, la trang ghi dia chi va tén ho cia chu nhan cuén
s0. Cot tén da dugc dién chir bang but myc mau xanh sang.

Kayama Naomi.
"Co phai la chi¥ cta cha c6 khong a?"
"Pung... nhung ma, tai sao...?" Naomi liu lvgi lai vi qua xuc dong.

"La thong diép ong dé lai. Tat ca cho sach nay la cia c6, va... c6 vé
ong biét dwgc day la sach can cho tham t... a khong, nit tham ta."

Shioriko ti vao nang ditng 1én, dwa quyén s6 tay cho chu nhan thyc su.
Van cam "Bup bé phap thuat", ba d& 1ay cudn so6 bang ca hai tay nhw do dé
VO.

Lén dé mon qua danh ting ai d6 vao mot cho bi mat, ban than hanh
dong nay giong nhu tro choi cta tré con vay. Chwa biét chirng, Kayama
Akira thye si da dinh choi dua véi dita con gai ma hau nhuw 6ng khong néi
chuyen.

T6i quay dau lai nhin chiéc huy hiéu BD van nam trén ban. C6 1é
nguwoi qua co da dé trong ngan kéo dé thinh thodng ngam nhin. Bay gio thi
khong thé héi ong dé chitng thuc dwgc nita, nhung cé 1€ day chinh 1a huy
hiéu c6 con gai van deo ngay xuwa?

"Tw nhé t6i da hay bat gdp cha me tranh cai v6i nhau." Nhin xudng
cubn sach cii va so tay, Kayama Naomi thi tham. "Khong, khong phai tranh
cdi... dung hon la chi trich tr phia me. Cha thi lic nao cting im lang... Toi
tirng nghi rang, du c6 y kién trai v&i me thi cha cling khong dam n6i manh
mé." Ba lang 1é ngang mat lén, "T6i titng muon cha 1én tiéng. Ca khi tbi bi
nguwoi chong ly than dan di, cha ciing chi im lang... T6i cho rang me rat c6
doc. bong sang di mong thi khac nao séng mét minh..."
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Inoue dang ditng bat dong dot nhién luc tdi ldy mot thit quang 1én
chiéc ban thap trwéc sofa. P6 1a mot phong bi mau trang kha day, cé tén
nguoi nhan 1a "Ong Kayama Akira". Mic du nét chit hoi xau nhung van té
ré no lye viét that ngay ngan.

"Cai nay la...?" Kayama Naomi nhin Inoue vGi vé nghi ngo.

"La thw bay té suy nghi vé chuyén két hon v6i em. Vi la viéc rat hé
trong nén anh dinh néi bang thw. Nhung dang phan van nén gtti hay khong
thi bac Akira qua doi. Anh ciing... da khong thé néi ra suy nghi ctia minh."

Pring 1a c6 1a the. Vay khong han 1a mot 10i néi doi hoan toan. Inoue
lai 1ay trong ti ra mot xap gidy viét thw va phong bi quang 1én ban. Tti 4o
bén kia cling thé. Gidy viét thu dang viét dang d& va phong bi chwa dan roi
vai hét xudng san. Tat ca déu cung nét chit vdi phong bi l1ay ra dau tién.

"Do6i vGi em, tir xura anh ciing viét thw thé nay... Anh dinh gti dén dia
chi nha chéng em & Kansai. Vi chi nghe dwgc nhitng 161 don khong hay vé
cudc song hon nhan cia em."

Kayama Naomi than thd nhin xap thw. Khong thé doan dugc cam xuc
trén khuon mat tai mét ay.

"Khong mot 1a thw nao c6 dau buu dién."
"Vi dau c6 gtri. Néu gt thi da tdi noi r6i."

Inoue trd 10i bang giong cdc 16c. Tdi lay lam lo cho 16i néi nang khong
t€ nhi 4y, 6ng khong c6 cach tho 16 nao gay thién cdm hon hay sao?

"Em vé tiém day." Kayama Naomi thi thao nhw bi nghen trong c6
hong. "Em rat mirng khi nghe anh néi da gtri thu cho cha. C6 mot thoi gian
em van trong dgi anh néi gi do."
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ROi ba chay khoi thu phong. Inoue khong néi gi, lang 1€ nhin theo cho
dén khi ba khuat dang thi ttr tr gom thw va phong bi roi vai.

"Sao bac khong dubi theo?"

"Pay dudi ddy. Ping ndo thi ciing di vé tiém cua t6i ma." Ong thd bao
vo lay s6 thu goi ghém tam tw trong mot thoi gian dai, nhoi vao tii. "Gio
t0i sé di xin 10i c6 ay vi da ndéi doi vé 14 thw. Khong biét két qua ra sao,
nhung khong thdy doa nghi lam & tiém nhi... Chac sé chap nhan 16i xin 16i
thoi."

"Xin 10i, tai ching chau..."

Shioriko chwa ditt 101, Inoue da chan lai, cti dau dang hoang.

"Khong, ¢ cdu da hda gidi dugc hiéu lam gitp t6i. T6i mdi phai cam

"Chi 1a may mén théi a... A, chdu héi mét chuyén nhé?"
Inoue da budc di, lai ngoai dau nhin, "Chuyén gi?"
"Biét danh Ichiro c6 phai xuat phat tir B6i tham t& nhi khong?"

Inoue ngd ngang gidy lat, roi mau chong dap lai bang nu cudi toe toét.
Chi minh t6i la khong hiéu dugc y nghia.

Shioriko giai thich cho toi, "Trong series P0i tham t& nhi c6 mot doi
vién tén Inoue Ichiro. D6 1a mot thiéu nién 'vira co tri tué, vira co sttc manh,
va rat dang tin cay'."

Tén caa cha tiém sach Hitori 1a Inoue Taichiro, chi nhiéu hon c6 mot
chir "ta" thoi, Inoue gat dau.
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"Pung la nhu thé. Vi giong Inoue Ichiro nén t6i da dugc Naomi ra
choi tro dong vai tham tir. Néu khong, c6 khi Naomi da ra dira tré nao khac
r6i... Chinh Ranpo se duyén cho t6i va co ay... Ma ciing c6 thé n6i moi
duyén gitra toi va Ranpo la do Naomi dét nén."

Dé lai nhitng 10i d6, Inoue quay got di ra hanh lang.
11

Thu phong yeén tinh trd lai.

"Két nhu thé 1a ¢6 hau roi nhi!"

"Cé lé... Sau day la van dé cta hai ngwoi ho théi."

Shioriko ng6i bét xudng san, bat dau luc tim trong chiéc ghé. T6i xem
xét ki lvdng cau tao cua sofa. Phan dém ngoi c6 thé nang 1én bang mot hé
thong pit tong va 10 xo. Chac la duwgc gitt gin can than nén hau nhw khong
gi sét hay 1am ban.

"A, n6i méi nhé, 'Ghé ngudi' hoi ndy cd néi la gi vay?"

"Truyén ngan thoi ki dau ctia Ranpo." Shioriko thoang nguwdc nhin toi
qua mat kinh. "Cau chuyén xoay quanh nhan vat nit chinh xinh dep, bat dau
tr I viec c6 nhan duvgec mot 1a the dai, do mot ngwoi ty xuwng la ngwoi san
xuat do gia dung g t6i... Birc thw ghi lai nhitng trai nghiém day bat hanh
ctia nguwoi dan 6ng do. Ngay ngay anh ta cham chi lam ra nhitng chiéc ghé.
Mot hém anh ché tao co quan trong mot chiéc ghé khach dat r6i chui vao
trong. Tt d6, ngudi lam do gia dung budc ra thé gidi bén ngoai theo tirng
chiéc ghé. Ban dau anh ta chi dinh an trom d6 ¢ noi t6i, nhung chang bao
l1au théng qua chiéc ghé, anh ta da bi cuén han vao con khoai lac dwgc tiép
xuc voi da thit con nguoi."

"Kinh the!"
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Xét trén nhitng ndi dung da nghe, td6i cam thay tdc pham ctia Ranpo
hay dé cap dén do twéng ki quac hodc phan tam t6i trong tdm hon con
nguoi. Toi khé long dién ta chinh xac, nhwng dai loai la nhao nan hinh hai
cho nhitng gidc mo xa rdi hién thuc.

"Pung roi. Két cuc rat bat ngg, cling rat néi bat. N6 la mot tac pham
tiéu biéu day. Mo tip con ngudi chui vao chiéc ghé cé co quan mat ciing
xuat hién & nhiéu tdc pham khac ctia Ranpo, nhuv tiéu thuyét Than lan den
vdi cudc doi dau gitra nit siéu trom xinh dep va Akechi Kogoro, hay 'Khoi
vang' cta series B4i tham tir nhi phat hanh trwdc chién tranh..."

Dot nhién, co6 im bat.
"Sao vay?"

T6i ngac nhién. Co gai nay rat hiém khi dirng gitta chirtng mot cau
chuyén vé sach.

"Hinh nhw khong c6 chia khoa."

Nhac méi nhd, ching t6i dang tim chia khéa két sat co ma. Shioriko
lan lwgt chat nhitng quyén sach cii trong sofa 1én chiéc ban thap, r6i 1y
ludn cé hép dung huy hiéu va so tay. Sofa da trong khong ma chang thay gi
khac nira.

"Nghia la quay lai vach xuat phat?"
Néu khong tim ra chia khoa thi nhitng vat va cho tdi thoi diém nay déu
thanh v6 nghia. Cau chuyén da dinh liu tGi vai ngwoi roi, ma rot cudc thi

chi tim thay series D0i tham ti¥ nhi th6i. Giong nhw cong sttc d6 séng do bé
vay.
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Nhung Shioriko lac dau phu dinh, "Khong, t6i nghi khong phai. Hay
nhin cai nay xem!"

Co tro series Poi tham t¥ nhi trén ban. T6i da twéng tat cd déu cung
mot bo nhung khi nhin gay sach thi c6 vé dang lan vai quyén khac. Sach
van & trong tinh trang tot nhwng lai khong c6 cam giac thong nhat. "Cé ca
ban cua Poplar nira thi phéi."

Toi dém thi thi thdy c6 bon quyén in hinh mii sat phwong Tay & gay
sach. Do la "Robot M", "L&i nguyén ctia quai nhan hai mwoi khuon mat",
"Quai nhan hai muoi khuén mat bay 1én troi", "Quai tha vang".

"Hinh nhu 6ng Kayama c6 mot quy tac cho bd suwu tap... Cac sach &
day déu la ban tankobon in lan dau. Bon quyén nay tdp hop nhiing tac
pham cu6i doi cia Ranpo, nhuwng lan dau phat hanh dang tankobon la ¢ nha
Poplar."

T6i tham sap xép lai cau chuyén, vi dé cao tiéu chi tankobon xuat ban
lan dau nén Kayama Akira c6 swu tdp hét ma bé qua thé loai va nha xuat
ban chang?

"Trong Poi tham t nhi - Edogawa Ranpo toan tap cua Kobunsha, co
nhiéu tdc pham ra tankobon lan dau, nhung ciling c6 vai tac pham tirng dugc
phat hanh truedc do ré6i. Nhitng quyén nhr 'Yéu ma dong thiéc', 'Nanh hd' &
day chinh la loai th hai... Ma anh c6 nghi bo swu tap nay cé cho ki la
khong?"

T6i nhin lai gdy sach mot 1an nita. Du duwgc trung cau y kién, nhung
mot ké nghiép duw nhw t6i thi lam sao ma... Khong ding, cho da. Ké ra la c6
cho ki la do.

"Khong c6 quyén 'Quai nhan hai muoi khuén mdt' va 'Boi tham tw
nhi"."
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Tat ca nhitng tdc pham noi tiéng déu khong thay. Hon nita, s6 lugng
cling it hon toan tap cua Poplar ma Kayama Yoshihiko dang git.

"Um, khong c6 bén quyén phat hanh trwc chién tranh 1a 'Qudi nhan

hai mwoi khuon mat', "Doi tham t nhi', 'Tién si yéu quai' va 'Khoi vang'."

T6i nghi bung minh trong vay chit dau 6c ciing nhay bén lam. Vai
ngay trudc, khi vao thuw phong nay lan dau, to6i da nghe Shioriko giai thich
rat nhiéu vé series Doi tham t¥ nhi, nhd vy ma con nhg...

"C6 phdi truedc chién tranh né dugce in & mot nha xuat ban khac
khong?"

"Pung roi! Bon quyén d6 do Kodansha phat hanh. Vao thoi 6ng
Kayama, nhitng quyén sach than quen véi thé hé tré em la ban in trudc
chién tranh ctia Kodansha. Néu quy tac ctia b swu tap qua that la tankobon
in lan dau thi ong ay dit khoat phai c6 ban ctia Kodansha. Nhung & day,
mot quyén cling khong cé, nghia la..."

Cudi cung toi da biét cau tra 10i. Dwdi sofa chi c6 ban in cta Poplar va
Kobunsha phat hanh sau chién tranh. Nghia la ngoai ché nay van con mét

cho giau khac nita,ban in trwdc chién tranh cia Kodansha dang ngt yén dau
do, chwa biét chirng ciing chinh la cho cat chia khoa két sat.

"O' dau dugc day?"
"Toi dang suy nghi..."

Shioriko cham rdi ding len, vira dat ngon tay vao thai duong vira
chong nang di long vong. Chua bao gid t6i thay Shioriko lo lang nhu thé.

"Chac chan né & trong thu phong... Néu vay thi, hoi nay..."
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Co dang lam bam thi chot d6i hwéng va di vé phia ctra. T6i nghi co
dinh di ra hanh lang nén v6i chay vong 1én tredc dé mé ctra. Nhung toi vira
dom bu@c qua thi Shioriko da kéo tay ao t6i lai.

"Khi ndy nghe ba Naomi néi chuyén, t6i da cam thay la."
"Sao?"

"Trong thw phong nay, ca twong va ctra déu rat day, tiéng dong ngoai
hanh lang c6 thé néi la khong lot vao dwge. Ban ndy chiing ta cling khong
nghe thay tiéng chan bac Inoue khi dén day diing khong?"

"DPung la vay, nhung..."

"Ba Naomi néi dém khuya nghe tiéng dong la tir thw phong phat ra
nén méi nhin vao bén trong. Néu la tiéng dong binh thwong thi khong thé
nao nghe dwgc."”

"Phdi chang la tiéng dong rat 16n?"
"A... Vi du nhuv, 6 ging m& cai sofa ndy... Khong, khong diing."

Toi ty minh phu dinh. Nhuv vay khong hop ly. Kayama Naomi da nhin
thay cha di chuyén co quan. Nghia la truéc lac d6 6ng chwa di chuyén no.
Trén hét, viéc déng md sofa hau nhw khong gay ra tiéng dong. Vi ké tir khi
né dugce tao ra cho dén gio da trai qua may chuc nam ma van hoat dong
tron tru thi ban dau, co quan cai trong sofa chac chan con ém hon.

"Pung vay. Tiéng dong khong phéi do sofa phat ra. Thém mot diéu
nita, Kayama Akira da c6 gang nhét bo suwu tap vao chiéc sofa méi mua lic
con gai nhin i thdy. Co6 1é tiéng dong trudc do phat ra khi di chuyén do &
mot noi khac dén. Néu suy nghi va xau chuoi tat ca thi..."
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Shioriko cham vao canh ctra. Ctra dugc thiét ké day dan, lap tGi may
tam panel hinh chi¥ nhat. Trong lic ¢6 dung ngén tay cham vao ché nay chd
no trén vién panel & ngay tam mat thi mot tiéng dong 16n vang lén, phan
trang tri phia trén vién panel bung ra.

"ALL"

Toi vo 1€, lién voi vang giip c6 mot tay. Khi d& hét phan khung lién
két thi dwong nhién may tam panel cling dugc thao roi. Bang sau n6 1a mot
ké gidu do khong sau lam.

"Héa ra canh ctra lai 1a mot cai ké a?"

Théo nao ctra rat nang. Co 1é toan bo phan nam an sau panel tré thanh
ké gidu do6 va Kayama Akira di dé bd suu tdp & d6. "Am thanh la" ma
Kayami Naomi nghe dwgc chinh la tiéng dong phat ra ti canh cita.

Trén ké c6 bon quyén sach cii bia 4o mau vang, toan bd bia sach dugc
xép huwdng vé phia ching t6i. Sach ¢ day cii hon ca ban in ctia Kobunsha dé
trong sofa, quyén nao ciing dugc dé trong tii nilon hoi to mét chut. Tén
sach lan lwgt 1a "Quai nhan hai mwoi khuon mat", "Doi tham t& nhi", "Tién

si yéu quai*, "Khdi vang". Tat cd déu la ban in ciia Kodansha.
"That tuyét!"

Shioriko hao hitng ra mat, ma do lén, tay lay xudng quyén "Quai nhan
hai mwoi khuon mat" nam bén ria phai cta ké sach.

"Lan dau tién t6i dugc thay ban in dep dén thé nay ctia Kodansha! Bia
ao khong hé bi rach hay dinh ban. Sach thiéu nhi trwdc chién tranh ma tinh
trang con tot la hiém lam day!"

To6i hiéu. Du la thoi dai nao thi tré con st dung sach déu cau tha ca.
T6i Itic nhé cling vay, ma khi biét doc sach dang hoang r6i van theé.
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"LLa bia mau nhi?"

T6i ngd qua vai co. Bia 4o in hinh mét thiéu nién tram tw suy nghi,
vién ngoc suyt bi danh cap va mot ngwoi dan o6ng trong dang sg dang deo
mat na. C6 vé ngay tir dau bia sach van luon la sy két hgp giita thiéu nién
va quai nhan.

"U, phu ban tranh ciing in nhiéu mau. Phat hanh ti* tdn ndm 1936 ma
dong quyén kha dang hoang. Tranh & bia cing cling that tuyét! Anh cam
gium toi mot chut nhé."

CoO dé sach lén tay t6i roi khéo 1éo thao bia 4o va tti nilon ra bang mot
tay. Trén nén vdi mau nau nhat cé hinh vé quéai nhan déi mi chép cao, mac

do mang to va deo mat na. B4 la mot hinh minh hoa dep dén mitrc khong
thé nghi la sdn pham ctia bdy mwoi nam trudc.

"Céi nay, chac la dat 1am phai khong?"

"Pwong nhién roi. Doc gia cha series Doi tham ti nhi thudc rat nhiéu
Ita tubi, nén nhu cau vé ban in dau tién cling rat 16n. Vi chwa xem ki bén
trong nén khong thé néi dugc gi. Nhung néu tiém cta ching ta ban ra thi
toi nghi bon quyén phai trén 1,5 triéu yén."

Toi hét strc kinh ngac vi mitc gia cao ngat ngwdng ay. Ban in dau tién
ctia m&t tac pham ma ai cling biét, 1é nao lai dat dén vay. Ma khong, c6 khi
chinh vi ai cling biét nén mdi dat thé.

"ALL"

Shioriko kéu khé, tho tay vao gitta hai quyén "DPoi tham t& nhi" va
"Tién si yéu quai", roi 1dy ra mot chiéc chia khoa cii hinh nhw bang sat.

"Cudi cung da tim thdy r6i!" Co nhin vé phia toi, cwdi tim tim.
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Chung t6i roi khoi nha Kayama, chay xe van vé thang Kamakura. Phai
xac nhan chiéc chia khoéa tim thay c6 phai la chia khoa cua két sat khong dé
chuyén cho Kishiro Keiko. Du thé nao thi cling da tién thém dwgc mot
budc.

"Phai xin 16i Aya..."

Shioriko thi tham khi chiing t6i xudng déc va quat vao tinh 16. C6 da
nhG em gai trong tiém gitp, con hita hen "S& quay vé ngay", vi Ayaka néi
la h6m nay hoc méi budi sang nén dinh ra ngoai mua sam vao budi chiéu.
Dén gio cling da kha tré roi.

"U." Téi vira lai xe vira khé gat dau, nhung tam tri dang ban mién man
chuyén khac, xoay quanh Kayama Akira.

Ké giau do trong sofa va canh cira da thay khi ndy, ro rang khong phai
tdc pham cta mot nguwdi nghiép dw. Pay phdi 1a m6t san pham thtra riéng
V@i gid rat cao. Tai sao mot ngwdi song an nhan trong dinh thy 1ong lay nhw
thé lai bo cong sirc dat lam mot hé thong dién ro dén vay.

Ong Kayama Akira, khi & trong nha ludn t6 thai do nghiém khic, vay
ma lai di cap bo bén ngoai, 6ng am tham dé lai cho con gai 16i nhan nhu
trong SO tay D0i tham t¥ nhi, lai lang lang citu thoat mét chu tiém sach cii
tré tudi khoi canh khon ctung. Inoue va Naomi da vi 6ng vGi quai nhan hai
muoi khudn mat, va dingla 6ng c6 t6i may khudon mat.

To6i thay cling chang c6 gi la néu 6ng dy con mot khuon mat nhw vay
nira.

Mat khodng ba muoi phit ching t6i da téi dugc nha Kishiro Keiko &
Yukinoshita. Pén ching t6i ¢ 16i vao nha la ba em géai Kuniyo, nhung vira
gidp mat toi da cam nhan dwgc bau khong khi ki la. T6i thay ba ci¢ thap
thém khong yén, luon danh mat ra phia ngoai. T6i nghi Shioriko ciing da
nhan ra.
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Du thé, ba van dan chdng t6i t6i thang phong khach. Khong thay
Kishiro Keiko dau, bén ban tron c6 ba chiéc ghé giong lic trudc va mot
khoang trong vira I di cho mot ngwoi. La cho cda xe lan.

"Bay gio chi Keiko dang & ngoai vuon. Chut nita sé dén."

Tanabe Kuniyo n6i. Ctra s6 sat san pha rém day nén ching t6i khong
nhin thdy rd khung canh bén ngoai. Hinh nhv ctta dang mé vi mép rém bi
gi6 thoi bay phap phdi nhu nhitng gon séng.

Pung la c6 chuyén gi dé rat ki la. Cha nha dang sot rudt sét gan doi
chia khoa, vay ma gio lai @ mai ngoai vieon khong vao gap.

TG am twong chita két sat dugc md ra, Shioriko tay cam chia khda,
cham cham ngo6i xudng trudc két sat. Toi tho o nhin quanh can phong t6i
mo, bung bao da tinh hinh bat thwong nhw vay thi chwa biét chirng sé cé
manh m6i ¢ dau d6. Nhung hau nhw khong c6 gi khac véi dot triede ching
toi dén, chi triv viéc cac do vat dat trén ta bup phé nhv khung anh, dién
thoai mau den va hop khan gidy déu dang phu dang ten. N6i mdi nhé, s@
thich cua Kuniyo la dang ten. Nhung noi that, n6 khong hgp vdi can phong.
Bao nhiéu nam qua t6i chang con thay ¢ dau dung dang ten dé trang tri nita.

"Qua ding nhu toi nght, la chia khoa cua két sat nay."

T6i ngodi lai phia Shioriko. Chiéc chia khoa tim thay khi ndy vtra khit
v6i 16 khoa c6 trang tri.

"Thé a... Vay nho chau tiép tuc giip chiung t6i."

Kuniyo liéc nhin ctta s6 thong ra veeon. Van khong c6 dau hiéu gi la
Kishiro Keiko sé xuat hién.

"Ngoai veon cé khach phai khong a?" Shioriko vira noi vira kep chat
cay nang vao canh tay va dirng len.
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"U, thi..."

Ba chi am & ma khong giai thich. Shioriko ciing doi mat vé phia ctra
s0. Nho d6 c6 nhan ra c6 ngwoi dang ditng & bén kia rem. Béng mot phu nit
toc dai. Trong khoanh khac, khéng hiéu sao t6i thay rat giong Shioriko.
Mot ban tay manh khanh lu6n vao gitta hai tdm rém, twr tir gat ra.

"ALL"

Tréen moi Shioriko thoat ra am thanh khan khan. To6i ciling kinh ngac
ditng chon chan tai cho. Nguwai phu nit ditng tudi mdc ao khoac mau den,
deo kinh ram mau nhat dang ditng ¢ ban cong. Mai toc den dai hon ca toc
ctia ¢6 con gai dang dung dwa theo gi6. Hom trudc ba cling chuwa téi gan
dén thé nay.

"Lau qua khong gap, Shioriko." Shinokawa Chieko nai.
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Toi danh phéi nhanh chong roi khoi nha Kishiro Keiko. Shinokawa
Chieko vira xuat hién, Shioriko lién cti dau chao nguwoi uy thac dang &
ngoai vuon roi lang lang ra ve.

Toi dé y thdy Keiko ngbi trén xe lan ngoai vwon hoa ciling boi roi
nguwdc nhin chung téi trong phong khach. Ba vira néi chuyén gi véi
Shinokawa Chieko?

"Chuing ta ct thé nay ma vé a?"

DPa dwa chia khoéa t6i nén cong viéc coi nhw xong, nhung téi van thay
minh nén biét nhitng gi dang xdy ra. Hon nita, d6i v&i Shioriko, day la cudc
tai hgp v&i me sau muwoi nam xa cach.

"Pung vay. Hay cho xe roi khoi day ngay di!" Loi néi nhanh, khong
c6 ngit diéu, hét nhw cau than cha.

"C6 khong néi gi véi me nhw thé c6 6n khong?"

"T6i khéng c6 gi dé noi ca!"
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"Nhuwng ma, bay gio co cling dau con gian dén mic do? Biét dau mai
sau lai chang c6 co hdi nao néi chuyén truc tiép nhw Ian nay nita."

T6i khong mong thdy me con hg cai va, nhung ké ca thé thi cling con
tot hon la vé luén. Hon nita, ching t6i c6 chuyén phai héi Shinokawa
Chieko.

That day an toan xong, Shinokawa ngb6i bat dong nhw tdng da. Buong
nhién toi cling khéng c6 ép co phdi gap me. T6i dang dinh né may vi nghi
rang, du gi hom nay tam thoi cling phai rit lui thoi thi nghe thay tiéng go
coc coc vao ctra kinh.

"Oi troi!"

Shinokawa Chieko mac ao khoac den dang nhin vao trong xe. Do du
mot lic, téi md cira kinh bén ghé 1ai.

"C6 chuyén gi thé a?"

"Néu veé Kita-Kamakura thi cho t6i di nho dugc khéng?" Ba hoi vai
khuon mat twoi cwdi than nhién.

HHé?ll

"Bay gio toi sé ghé qua nha & Kita-Kamakura dé gap Ayaka. Khi nay
t0i goi dién dén tiém thi con bé noéi cit t6i di da."

T6i nhd 1a Ayaka tirng phan nan rang gi thi gi cling phéi cho con cai
gdp mat da chit. Néu nhan dién thi han c6 bé sé n6i "Me tdi day di". Xem ra
"c6 nhiéu diéu dé can nhan lam".

Thé thi khong tién tit choi r6i. Shioriko cling khong phan doi, nén t6i
cho Shinokawa Chieko 1én ngoi ghé sau.
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Troi khong lanh, nhung khong khi trong xe that lanh 1éo. Chang ai
bu6én m& miéng.

Hom nay la ngay thwong ma nga tw choé Tsurugaoka Hachimangu dong
nghet. Hoa anh dao ph6 Wakamiya Oji ciing vira ding lic né rd, nhitng
canh hoa bat 14 ta roi rung. Ciling cé nhiéu nguoi ditng chan, gio dién thoai
va may anh lén chup.

"Dep nhi!"

Nguwoi pha tan sy yén lang la Shinokawa Chieko. Gigng néi qua giong
véi giong c6 con gai, lam t6i lan 16n. Nhin qua kinh chiéu hau, t6i thay doi
chan trong 16p vai quan mau xam cta ba khép lai dang hoang, lwng ngoi
thang bang ngay ngan. Tu thé bay gio cling giong hét c6 con gai.

"Sao 0 lai ¢ nha ba Keiko thé a?" Shioriko van yén lang nén t6i danh
phai 1én tiéng hoi.

"Puwong nhién la vi chuyén két sat roi."
"Két sat a?"

"Nghe noi 1a Kishiro mudn gdp, nén toi tryc tiép tgi thi. Hai dita da co
gang mad két sat nhi. Con nhan lam viéc do6 phai khéng, Shioriko?"

Co con gai khong tra 10i. Néu nghe ndi r6i méi tdi, nghia la thoi diém
ching t6i nhan 16i uy thac, ba khong lién quan dén vu nay. Ma ciing chang
biét ba noéi that khong nita.

"Vay la co c6 quen biét v6i ba Keiko? Nghia la da biét chuyén két sat
tw trwde a?"

"Pay la lan dau toi gap truc tiép Kishiro, du tirng néi chuyén qua dién
thoai r6i. Nay Daisuke, treéc khi héi t6i cé biét vé chuyén két sat hay
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khong thi khong phai cdu nén xdc minh moi quan hé cta t6i va 6ng
Kayama a? Nhw vay sé dé nam dwgc tinh hinh hon day."

"A, ddng roi!"

Ly do toi bat chgt reo 1én nhw thé 1a béi giong noi dé giong hét giong
toi van nghe hang ngay. Khi nhan ra thi Shioriko ngo6i & ghé phu dang nhin
toi vGi vé khé chiu. Khong, toi cling dau cé tro chuyén than thiét véi nguoi
ngoi dang sau.

"T6i dinh néu ranh sé nghién citu mat khau ctia két sat d6. Chi can ntra
ngay la doan ra."

Shioriko ngoanh phat lai cho ng6i dang sau, ngat nhién thay ro.
Shinokawa Chieko nheo mat min cuwdi. Nhitng nép nhan quanh d6i mat
trong co vé gi do kha dep.

"Cudi cung con da nhin me. Khoéng cé gi la chit? Von di day la 1oi uy
thac danh cho me. Ho da néi khong quan trong la ai, chi can mé dwgce két
sat, nhung sé ban bd swu tap sach cho nguwdi nao tim ra mat khau tredc
day."

T6i thay la trudc 10i n6i cia ba. Néu chi c6 vay thi ban nay chi em nha
dé da khong lung ting ap ung dén thé. Chac chan con chuyén khé xtr hon
nita. Ma vdi nguwdi phu nit nay thi, chang chuyén gi la khong thé xay ra.

"N6i mé@i nh@, me da bi bat gidi mot cau do tha vi. D6 1a doan tring
tén ban in dau tién dugc che lai. Shioriko ciing bi bat lam thé phai khong?
Con da tra 10i dung cha?"

"Vang." Co tra 1oi hét sitc mién cuGng.

"Pon gidn ma! Me khong can t6i mot gidy suy nghi."
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Shioriko khé mé& to mat. Toi nghi c6 da phai suy nghi t6i mdy giay.

T6i bat giac quan sat Shinokawa Chieko qua kinh chiéu hau. Hoi nay
thi bao la chi can nita ngay dé gidi quyét, gio thi khong suy nghi tdi mot
gidy, lam chuyén c¥ nhw boc phét vay. Thuc sy ba ay c6 nhay bén dén mic
do6 khong?

"Pon gidn nhu thé sao a?" Toi hoi.

"Nhitng ban in dau tién ctia Ranpo déu rat dé phan biét. Hom trwdc hai
dia gdp quyén gi the?"

Ba dy muon nghe thit xem thé nao a? T6i vira lai xe, vira do lai tri nhd.
"Sach kho 13x18 cm, xuat ban tredc chién tranh? Chac vay..."

"N6 khong c6 hop va bia do. Ban than n6 kha day." Shioriko ndi vdi ra
sau bang giong khé chiu nhv cu x v&i ngudi dung.

"Ac quy trén hoang ddo. Nam Chiéu Hoa thit nim (1930)." Shinokawa
Chieko tra 10i ngay khi nghe xong. Qua that la chwa t6i mot giay. "Con c6
tuyén tap phé binh L&i cia quy phat hanh nam Chiéu Hoa th 11 nita. Néu
la diéu kién nhuw thé thi c6 hai quyén phu hgp."

"Um." shioriko bat than nin thé.

"Nhung nhin thue té 1a sé phan doan ra ngay nho khac biét rat nhé vé
do6 day va hinh dang. Con gai ta thi dwong nhién la giai duwgc r6i."

Nghe giong ndi phan chan ctia me, c6 con gai can chat moéi. RO rang
co da khong nhan ra con mot lwa chon khac. Téi ¢ nghi Shinokawa
Shioriko da c6 qua du kién thitc vé sach cii, ngo dau nguwdi me van & mot
bac cao hon.
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Xe van da t6i ga Kita-Kamakura va di qua truée tiém sach cii Biblia.
Tam rém cho cira kinh dang déng lai, trén cira c6 dan to gidy ghi cau tha
"Tam thoi nghi". I La chi¥ caa Ayaka.

"O kia..."

Shinokawa Chieko cudi to. Ayaka nghi chwa chac la dé don me ma,
bay gid cwdi c6 sém qua khong? Tinh cdm cta c6 em nay doi véi me von
cling hét sitc phat tap. To6i danh xe dén bai trong trong cho dé xe cua nha
chinh & phia sau. Shinokawa Ayaka mdc dong phuc vest mau xanh sam

dang ditng noi tién sanh. Xe vira dirng, c6 bé da chay ngay tdi, vat vay bay
phap phdi.

"Me! Me t6i roi!"

Ayaka m@ cira bang ghé sau, hét 1én bang khudon mat twoi cwdi. Man
nghénh don nhiét tinh ngoai sttc twong twgng. Shinokawa Chieko cling cwoi
dap lai ma khong hé ctr dong.

"Lau qua khong gap, Ayaka. Con da 16n r6i."

"Con 16n r6i day! Me 1én nha di, Ién nha di! "

CO bé chi ngén tré vé phia ctra @ tiéu sanh.

Vi da danh mat co hoi chuon khoi day nén t6i theo ca nha vao phong
khach. Bon ngudi vira ngo6i xudng quanh chiéc ban thap, Shinokawa Ayaka
lién mau man pha tra.

"Sao em mac dong phuc thé?"

Toi hoi nho. Co bé co6 noi la hom nay chi hoc sang thoi co ma.

"Da, vi em khong biét mac do nao khac. Vdi lai, da 1a hoc sinh cap ba

r6i, nén em nghi day la trang phuc chinh té nhat."
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"Hop lam, Ayaka! Tra cling ngon nita."

Shioriko van chwa lén tiéng, twdng chirng con gian sé bung phat bat ct
e nao.

"HOom nay me an com t6i & day nhé? Con sé nau..."
"T6i nay me c6 cudc hen cong viéc réi. Khong dwoc.”

Chieko thang thirng tir ch6i 161 maoi. T6i chgt nhin xéo sang. Ba dy dén
day dé lam gi?

"Thé a, tiéc that day!"

Ayaka n6i bang giong yéu 6t. Shioriko dat cach tach tra xuéng ban. Cé
vé cach hanh x1 ctia ngwoi me dén gio da vwot mirc chiu dung cta co.
Nhung nhu thé chan lai, c6 em gio ba ngon tay 1én.

"Con c6 ba diéu mudn hoéi me day!"

Khoéng c6 vé la bat chwdc, nhung thinh thoang civ chi ctia co bé lai kha
giong chi gai.

"Chuyén gi nao?" Shinokawa Chieko hoi.

Ayaka vung vé gap ngon ap ut lai, "Trong mwoi nam nay, me da lam
gl, 6 dau?"

"Me lam cong viéc lién quan dén sach cii, da di qua nhiéu ving dat
trén rat nhiéu quoc gia."

D6 chua phai la cau tra 16i day da, nhung Ayaka van ngoan ngoan gat
dau, "Me c6 thwong doc mail ctia con giti khong?"
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"Me doc hét ddy... Nhung vi mot s6 nguyén nhan nén khong thé viét
mail tra 10i."

"Hum... Thé a?"

"Nguyeén nhan gi..."

... ma dén cai thv cling khong viét noi? T6i co6 nudt nguwgce lai cau truy
van da ra khoi miéng. Nguoi héi thi diém tinh ma ngwdi ngoai cudc nhuw toi
lai thiéu kién nhan. Ayaka gap ngoén tré lai sau cung, nam chat doi tay.
Khong biét tir ltic nao trén moi c6 bé da tat han nu cuoi.

"Tai sao me khong dé sach lai cho con? Trong khi me da lam thé cho
chi?"

Khong khi yén lang dén ndng né tran ngap can phong. Co 1é day la cau
c6 bé muon hoi nhat. Ayaka mudn biét cé phadi minh chang la gi so véi chi
khong.

Toi cling rwdn nguoi 1én, cho dgi cau tra 10i cua Shinokawa Chieko.
Néu ba van néi nang kiéu khinh khinh nhw cii thi du la ngwoi ngoai cude di
nita t6i cling khong thé yén lang duoc.

"Me c6 dé lai ma!"
Nguoi me trd 101 mot cach dang ngo. Ayaka nghiéng dau.
"Sao a?n

"Me dé lai cho ca hai con, m6i nguwdi mot quyén khac nhau. Shioriko,
con khong biét sao?"

Bi 16i vao cau chuyén, Shioriko quay qua.

"Chi c6 giit."
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Co mién cudng tra 10i. Trong gidy lat, Ayaka ha hoc mom kinh ngac.
"Ha? Khoan, khoan da. La néi déi phai khong a?

"Chi khong n6i doi dau. Aya ngay nao ciing khéc rat nhiéu. R6i em
néi khong can sach thé nay va da ném & hanh lang do."

"A, em hoan toan khong nhé chuyén ay. La that a?

"Vi Aya van con nhd, ma do lai la quyén sach rat tuyét voi. Noi dung

b 1Al

la...

Shioriko tré nén u buon. Khong biét la quyén sach nhw thé nao? Co
em chup canh tay chi, lac qua lac lai.

"Chi khong viit quyén sach d6 chi¥? N6 ¢ dau vay? Em muon xem."
"Ltc don dep tang hai chi da thay n6. Chi dé trén ban cua chi..."

Ayaka chwa nghe hét cau da lao ngay 1én gac. Chac vdi qua nén toi
nghe thay tiéng dung vao cho nay cho no. Nhu vay, quyén sach dé lai cho
co chi thi c6 em gitt, con quyén d€ lai cho c6 em thi lai ndm trong tay c6
chi, that 1a mot sy ngau nhién day r6i ram.

Trong tich tac Ayaka da ti tang hai quay lai, gio ra treéc me va chi
mot cudn sach bia xanh vé hinh phong canh lang qué chau Au thi phai.

"La quyén nay? La quyén sach tranh nay phai khong a?"

Ca hai gat dau cung lic. La Sach tranh du lich cia Anno Mitsumasa.
T6i hét sitc ngac nhién. Mot nhan dé ma dita con gai c6 me bo di sé chang
lay gi lam vui ming. Quyén sach tranh khong c6 toi tinh gi, nhung chang
hiéu suy nghi ctia nguwdi tang nhu thé nao nita.

"Oa! Cam on me!"
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Nhung, bay gio thi c6 con gai dy dang hét sitc mirng vui. Khi quyén
sach tranh dwgc gid ra trén chiéc ban thap, tat cd moi nguwdi bat gidc chum
vao xem cham chi. Phong canh lang qué nhin t trén cao c& thay doi tirng
chit mét. Quyén sach toan tranh la tranh, khong c6 chit nao ca.

"La sach tranh noi vé hanh trinh du ngoan trén lwng ngwa ctia nhan vat
chinh. Trong moi trang, nhan vat chinh déu dugc vé lai & mot cho nao do.
Xem di, ch6 nay. Viéc tim kiém rat tha vi."

Shioriko vitra chi tay vira gidi thich. Shinokawa Chieko cling Ién tiéng.
"Vi Ayaka khong thich doc mdy, nén me nghi sach nay la tét nhat."

"Vang, cai nay hay lam a. Ngay xwa chac con chuwa biét. Hon nita bay
gi® con cling chang con tam tri nao."

Ayaka no6i. Shioriko vira 1at trang vira ti€ép tuc gidi thich thém cho t6i.

"Cu0c song cta ngwoi dan ¢ nhitng noi nhan vat chinh di qua déu rat
tuyét. Nao la t6 chitc hoi thao, nao la di chg mua do6."

"Pung r6i. N6 dugc két hgp béi nhiéu tranh vé néi tiéng khap noi day.
Tranh ctia Courbet hodc cua Millet chang han. Pay la quyén sach tranh me
rat thich.'

Shinokawa Chieko n6i. Trong lic m& cudn sach ra, bau khong khi
gitta mdy me con da doi khac. T6i nghi day ding la mot moi quan hé ki la.

Bat ngd, Ayaka vuon tay déng sach tranh lai. Nguwoi me ngang mat
len.

"Me c6 dinh tré vé nha khong a?"

"Khong phai chi co6 ba cau hai thoi sao?"
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Shinokawa Chieko cuwdi nhu dang tréu gheo co bé, nhung ngay lap tic
nghiém mat lai. Xem ra hiéu ré day la mét thac mac quan trong.

"Hién tai, me chwa dinh quay lai. Xin loi..."

N6i xin 16i ma nghe giong ba chang c6 vé gi la &y ndy. Ayaka bong
won nguc, ngoéi cho ngay ngan. Dang nguwdi nhé nhan bong choc nhw tré
nén cao lon.

"Chuyén nay, con ndi that long, me khong can phdai ép budc minh tr@
vé dau a." Co6 bé dong dac noéi. "Con mudn gap me lam. Nhung ciing khong
con can thiét nita. Chi dang quan ly tiém rat t6t, con da lam duwgc viéc nha.
Khong c6 me, ca hai van song dugce day a."

Gigng diéu va vé mdt co bé khong c6 gi la trach c ca. Moi nguoi
chang ndi chang rang, chi cham chu lang nghe.

"Con biét me van ¢ dau dé ngoai kia vi c6 viéc mudn lam. Nhung néu
me c bat tin nhw tw tredc t6i gio va khong mudn gap mat, thi con cling
khong can gap! Va khong cho me dat chan vao nha nay nita dau."

Shinokawa Chieko lan dau tién bé kinh ram ra, nhin thang vao khuén
mat cta dita con gdi trong bd dong phuc & phia doi dién. Ba nhin cham
cham nhw dé ghi nh@ hinh anh cta c6 bé.

"Con thuyc sy da 16n roi, Ayaka!" Mot lic sau ba théot 1én véi vé rat
tham thia.

Shinokawa Chieko yéu cau dwgc noéi chuyén riéng vGi hai chiing t6i,
nén t6i va Shioriko cung di chuyén sang ctra tifm mo to6i. Nang chiéu
nhudm sang mat ngoai rem che.
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"Ké nay c6 vé € nhi? A, ra la vay..."

Nguwoi phu nit mdc 4o khoac den lam bam réi nhin quanh. Hét nhw
dang tro chuyeén vai sach cti vay.

"Me dinh no6i chuyén gi?"

Shioriko hoi bang giong danh citng. Nguwoi me nhdt mdt quyén tw
dong sach cii chat trén 16i di, bat dau lat cac trang, "Me ban dén sang mai,
nhung sau do sé quay lai Kamakura. D€ me tim mat khau cho. Hai dita da
tim ra chia khéa, nén kho sach & nha Kishiro moéi bén thu mua mot nira, con
thay sao?"

"Con khong dong y."

Shioriko tra 16i titc khac, r thi nhdy vao ngang chirng la quyén ctia ba
ay, nhung ching t6i cling c6 quyén cy tuyét ma.

"A. da thé thi hdy nhanh chéng tim ra mat khau di. V6i nguoi khong
quen biét Kayama nhw con thi me nghi viéc do sé khé khan day."

Toi biét Shioriko dang nghién chat rang. T6i ngwdc nhin dong ho
trong tiém. Chiéu mai nguwdi phu nit nay sé quay lai, tinh ra chwa t6i hai
muoi bon tiéng nita.

"C6 than vdi ong Kayama Akira dén mitc nao a?" Toi hoéi, do nhé lai
10i chi trich trén xe.

Shinokawa Chieko cuwoi nhat.

"Hoi kha thang than day. Inoue dang tiém Hitori chwa néi a? Nho ong
ta giup st’c ma hai dia tim dugc chia khéa nha Kayama dung khong?"

"Da, thi..."
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"Ong ta ciing 1a nguoi dugc viéc. Mic dit hoi vung ve."
"Bdi vay mGi bi me uy hiép."

Shioriko trach moc thém. Shinokawa Chieko ciing khong phan tng gi
tredc cau do, tiép tuc noi vai t6i, "Trong canh cira thuw phong co6 ké gidu do.
Hai dita khéng chi tim thay chia khéa ding khong?"

"Con c6 series D0oi tham t&¥ nhi trdc chién tranh nita. Co biét ong
Kayama giau sach trong thu phong a?"

"Khong, t6i chi doan thoi. Vi Kayama n6i rang nam 11 tu6i 1a 1an dau
tién doc Ranpo, va bat dau v6i mang truyén danh cho thiéu nhi. Mot ki
niém nhuv thé di nhién l1a 6ng dy phdi dé bén nguoi."

"Co than vgi ong Kayama qua nhi?"

"Pung vay. C6 dao chiing t6i nhu tri ki. Khodng thdi gian ngan sau khi
toi roi khoi Nhat, thinh thoang ching t6i van lién lac. T6i cling hoc dwgc rat
nhiéu tir ong ay. Viéc tiép nhan thong tin tir nhitng ngwoi khach yéu sach la
rat quan trong doi véi tiém sach cd... Shioriko kha vung vé & phuwong dién
nay nhi? Nhin ké sach la biét r6i."

Nghe nhw thé ba lgi dung Kayama Akira lam nguon thong tin hon la
ban be chan thanh. Shioriko nhuéng may kho chiu.

"Cau citing biét Kayama thdi hoc sinh d@ mong muon tr¢ thanh tiéu
thuyét gia chi?"

"Vang." Toi gat dau. "Nghe néi dng ay con viét vai tiéu thuyét suy
luan va@i dé tai mat khau, va tiéu thuyét vién twdng huyén bi roi giri dang
tap chi. Ong dy khéng chi thich Ranpo, ma con thich ca Edgar Allan Poe,
tac gia anh huéng t6i Ranpo nita. Ong con ty gidu rang phong cach viét ctia
minh bi chéch khoi xu huvong duong thoi."
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(Edogawa Ranpo la bitdanh dat dwa theo cach phién am tiéng Nhat
cua "Edgar Allan Poe")

Toi cling tirng nghe bat danh Edogawa Ranpo la bat chuéc Edgar
Allan Poe. Nhung khong biét Poe 1a tac gia nhu thé nao.

"Poe 1a mdt nha van kiém nha tho My & thé ki 19. Ong ciing dwoc biét
dén nhu tiéu thuyét gia ki bi, va con la nguwdi da sang tac nhitng tac pham
c6 thé noi 1a to tién cta dong tdc pham vé mat khau va suy luan nhw 'Vu an
mang trén phé Morgue', 'Con sau vang'. Khong chi Ranpo, ma nhiéu nha
van khéc cling chiu anh hwéng tir cac tac pham cua Poe. Cau Daisuke hé c6
nghi van gi la thé hién rd hét trén mat nhi?"

Shinokawa Chieko giai thich cho t6i nghe mdt cach tr6i chdy. Vé diém
nay, ba cling giong hét Shioriko.

"Viéc 6ng Kayama muon trd thanh tac gia thi lién quan thé nao dén vu
nay?"

Shioriko thap giong hoi. Bat ké tam trang da hoa hoan chwa, c6 vé c6
cling nhan ra la can noéi chuyén vGi Chieko. Bé mé két sat trong sang ngay
mai, it nhiéu gi cling phdi tim thém thong tin.

"N giai thich cho tinh khi ctia Kayama ddy. Dé tim manh mdi m& két
sat thi phai biét vé ong dy dung khong nao?"

Chinh xac. T trwdc dén gio ching t6i van lay sach cii lam manh moi
dé 1an tim ndi tam nhan vat tén Kayama Akira. Ching t6i da ndm dwoc rat
nhiéu diéu vé ngudi qua c6 va gia dinh 6ng, mac du trwdc day khong he
quen biét.

Ua?
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Néu nhw Shinokawa Chieko c6 tinh chi ra "manh m6i" nay thi xem
nhu la gitip Shioriko r6i. Cho du ba da n6i chiéu mai sé ti minh mé két.

Hanh doéng cta ba c6 diém khong an khdp. Khong biét y do thuc sy
cua con nguoi nay la gi?

"Kayama yéu thich van hoc va cé nguyén vong ra mat thé gidi bang
tai nang van chuvong cua minh. Nhung nguyén vong khong thanh hién thuc,
nén rot cudc ong da niém phong, tat ca lai. Hinh nhw 6ng ay khéng cho ai
xem cac tac pham qua khi¢ ctia minh. Me nghi hai tam thé nay da bién doi
hinh thai, bi phan ra thanh thanh thanh cong trong sy nghiép va cong cudc
siu tap sach cli. Ca hai déu la nhitng gidc mo ong thuyc hién trong cudc
doi."

Shinokawa Chieko quay lai quay, dat quyén sach khi nay da lay
xuong. Do la quyén Hién thuwc va gidc mo cua ching ta, cia Edogawa
Ranpo. Quyén nay nhat dinh 1a c6 lién quan dén cau "Hién thé la mong éo,
mong dém mdi la thye". Trong quyén sach kha ci.

"Quyén nay gia ban cao qua. Me nghi chi mot ntra la dugc roi."

"Me khong nghe néi. Me nghi khong ai biét ngoai Kishiro. Tuy me cé
phan doan r6i nhwng con nghi thé nao?"

"Mot ngwdi ¢6 bo swru tap nhu thé, néu néi dén moén do bi mat cat giau
thi chac la m6t ban thao nao dé chwa dwgc phat hién."

"Me nghi la kha dé doan. Pa titng c6 ngudi tim ra ban thao viét dé cua
'Bong 2 xu' va 'Ghé ngudi' day thoi. Me noi két luan cia me nhé?"

Chung t6i gat dau ngay ma khéng suy nghi gi.

"Néu chi don thuan la ban thao thi Kayama va Kishiro khéng c6 ly do
gi dé che gidu mdt cach kién tri nhw thé. Két hgp thong tin lai, thi cd nhan
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me nghi chi c6 mot cau trd 16i duy nhat." Shinokawa Chieko noi, va gio
ngon tréd 1én. "La ban thdo dau tién cta tdc pham 'Ké chu du cung bitc tranh

vai'.
"Khong thé nao. Khong c6 chuyén dién ro nhw thé dau."

Sau khi yén lang that lau, Shioriko 1én tiéng. Cubi cau giong co run
run. Duong nhu day 1a diéu ngoai sitc twdng twgng cuia co.

Trudc day ching toi cling da n6i chuyén vé "Ké chu du cting bitc tranh
vai". Trong "h6 so" lién quan dén Kayama Akira c6 phan danh gia cta
nguwoi qua cd vé né, Kishiro Keiko cling néi day la tiéu thuyét Kayama yéu
thich. Ng6i nha ¢ Yukinoshita c6 trang tri hinh do anh ciing la vi thé.

"La cau chuyén c6 xuat hién do anh, phai khong a?

Hai ngudi phu nit c6 khuon mat giong nhau dot nhién nhin vé phia toi.
Mat cd hai déu sang ién.

"Vao nam 1929..."

Hai cai miéng dang cat 10i dong thoi im bat. Ho déu la nhitng nguoi
rat thich néi chuyén ti mi vé sach. Shioriko tritng mat v4i me, r6i tiép.

"La truyén ngan gia twédng ra mat nam 1929, duwgc doc gia danh gia
cao, ban than Ranpo ciling rat yéu thich. Bay qua that la mot trong nhitng
tdc pham tiéu biéu cta ong.

Nhan vat chinh di xem do anh & Uozu, trén chuyén tau tré vé thi gap
mot ngwoi dan ong ki la dang cam mot bitc tranh vai 16n. Tranh vai la loai
tranh thd cong lam tir vai va bong dé tao cam giac 1ap thé, bay gio van
duwgc st dung dé trang tri, nhw & vot cau 16ng. Trén bitc tranh vai c6 vé mot
c6 gai dep va mot 6ng gia rat giong v6i nguwoi dan 6ng cam tranh. Theo 10i
ké cua ngwoi cam tranh, 6ng gia nay la anh cta 6ng ta, vi qua yéu co gai
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duwgc vé trong tranh nén ban than da di vao trong birc tranh ay thong qua
sttc manh ki la ctia chiéc 6ng nhom. Khac vGi co6 gai chi 1a nhan vat hu cau,
nguoi anh bdng xwong bing thit cia dng cit gid di theo nim thang. Om
nguwoi anh da bién thanh nét vé, ngwoi dan 6ng mat hut trong bong toi.
Truyén ngan va thu vi lam. Néu muon thi t6i sé cho anh muwgn."

(Cau long & day la au 1ong Nhat Ban (hanetsuki), vgt bang g6 hinh
mai chéo, boc vai, trang tri cau ki. Qua cau thi c6 16ng vii nhiéu mau nhw
cau da & ta)

"A vang, c6 cho t6i muwgn nhé."

C6 vé la mot cau chuyén ki la va hoi dang sg.

"Ban thao dau tién doé di dau roi?"

"No6 chang di dau ca. Bi viit bd, bai chinh tay tac gia."
"Vt bo ban thdo do minh viét ra sao?"

"U, du 1a mot tac gid duoc yéu thich, nhung Ranpo thuwong danh gia
thdp cac tac pham ctia minh. Khi chan chwong, 6ng sé budng hiit, di lang
thang dau do6. Ban thao dau tién ctia 'Ké chu du cung bitc tranh vai' hinh
thanh vao khoang mua thu nam 1927, trong chuyén di dén Kansai..."

A, di chu du va viét luon truyén vé nguoi lit hanh. C6 thé chinh
chuyén di da goi y dé tai cho Ranpo.

"Ranpo cam ban thdo nay dén dy cudc gap mat caa hiép hoi tac gia @
Nagoya. Nguoi dé nghi mang ban thdo dén la Yokomizo Seishi, tredng ban
tap chi Thanh nién méi lic bay gio..."

"0, ngudi bién tap ciing t6i a? Cai ngudi tén la Yokomizo Seishi ay."
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Nghe ké 6ng c6 quan hé than thiét véi Ranpo trong mot thoi gian dai,
phai t&i may chuc nam.

"Pung. Nhung Ranpo khong tuy tin vé tdc pham ctia minh nén da
khong dwa cho Yokomizo Seishi xem trong cudc gdap ¢ Nagoya. Khi tré vé
khach san, ong xé tan va vit bo n6o & nha vé sinh ngay trong dem. Tac
pham 'Ké chu du cting bitc tranh vai' ma ching ta doc hién tai la ban viét lai
mot nam rwdi sau do. Du bao lvu y twdng nhung noi dung thi khac kha
nhiéu. Ranpo n6i rang ban thao dau tién khong 6n."

Ty ban than danh gia nhiéu khi khéng chuan. Chwa biét chirng dé lai
la mot kiét tac. Toi hiéu ly do khién Shioriko phan khich. Néu la nguoi ai
mo Ranpo thi c6 1é déu sémudn doc thi.

"Viéc xé va virt trong nha vé sinh du sao ciing chi la 10i n6i cia éng ay
thoi."

Shinokawa Chieko xen vao. Shioriko ngoanh phat lai nhin ba nhw bi

"Khoéng c6 ly do gi dé Ranpo n6i doi ca. Vi Yokomizo Seishi & chung
phong da lam chitng. Trong tuy but 6ng con viét rang, xé xong ban thao la
Ranpo da ty thi nhan va néi néu c6 cai 16 thi mudn chui vao ngay."

"La trong Ban sam hoi viét thué thi phai. Néu la tuy but d6 thi me
cling doc r6i. Yokomizo Seishi chi thdy Ranpo luc loi cdp tai liéu roi di ra
khoi phong, mot lat sau quay vao. Khong han la tryc ti€p nhin thay canh
Ranpo viit ban thao di. D€ khoi bi ai chat van vé mot ban thdo minh khéng
muon cong khai, khéng mudn cho ai tim ra, thi cau tra 10i la da xé bo trong
nha vé sinh la mét cai cd rat hgp ly. Cit cho la viit bo that di, néu khong
phai bé & nha vé sinh thi van c6 kha nang la mo6t ché nao khac ma mot
nguoi thit ba co6 thé thu héi lai duwoc.”
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"Do6 la twdng twgng ctia me chi khong phai la gia thuyét. Thit nhat,
lam sao Kayama Akira s& hitu dugc ban thdo d6? Néu ban thdo xuat hién
trén thi trrong sach cti du chi mot 1an, at sé tré thanh deé tai ban tan ram ro,"

Khac v6i Shioriko dang byc boi phan bac, ngwdi me van néi chuyén
rat vui vé, "Gid st n6 chwa titng dao qua thi treong sach cii thi sao? Gia st
ngay tir dau ban thao da c6 & nha Kayama thi sao?"

"Cang luc cang hoang duong. Lam gi c6 chuyén nhw thé..."
"Con da nghe ké vé xuat than cia Kayama Sokichi chwa?"

Shioriko bong nin thd. Shinokawa Chieko mim cuwdi nht mudén néi
"Cudi cung con da nhan ra".

"Sao nao, con da nghe roi phai khong? La Osu & Nagoya ddy. Nam
1927, Ranpo ciing trd ngu & Osu, chinh xac hon la quan tro Osu, nghe noi
ban dau la nha chita. Cuing Iic Kayama Sokichi dang lam viéc tai cho do."

To6i cling da tham két ndi dwgc cau chuyén. Inoue ting ké cho ching
t0i nghe vé lai lich Kayama Sokichi va Kayama Akira. Nhac méi nhg,
trong "ho6 so" vé Kayama Akira, ngudi cha tén Sokichi da doi viéc lién tuc
thoi @ Nagoya. Trong dé cling viét rang 6ng tirng lam "phuc vu quan tro".

"Nghia la, tinh c6 ngwoi phuc vu say mé Ranpo da nhat dugc ban
thao?"

"Nguoc lai, c6 khi dé la xuat phat diém cda bo swu tap. Mot ngay no,
mot ban thao ki diéu roi vao tay... Tt d6 ngwdi nay méi ndy sinh moéi quan
tam doi vai tac gid tén Ranpo va bat dau doc moi tiéu thuyét cua nha van
minh va chudng. Chang bao lau sau, ban thdo dwgc giao lai cho ngudi con
trai c6 cung so thich."

https://thuviensach.vn



"Chi la phéng doan théi." Giong phan doi da nho dan. Ké ding ngoai
1é 1ang nghe nhu t6i cling dan dan cdm thdy la c6 kha nang nay. Shioriko
tirng tiép can bao nhiéu sy that cat gidu trong sach cii bang cach phéng
doan tit goc nhin cia mot ngwdi thich sach. Nhung dé néi ding sy that &
tan dau thé ki 20 thi t6i nghi cling phdi c6é gidi han thoi. Du sao ciing la
chuyén cua tdm muoi nam tredce roi.

"C6 da dé cap dén gia thuyét nay véi ba Kishiro Keiko roi phai khong
a? Bén do6 cé y kién gi khong?" Téi phién t6i 1én tiéng.

"Ba ay khong khang dinh cling khong phu dinh. Chi tra 16i rang '"Toi
nghi khong phai la tht nhu chi mong dgi'." Chung nhw nhdé lai khung canh
ldc do, Shinokawa Chieko cuwoi 16n.

Nghe cau tra 16i Gp mé, t6i lai hoi, "Tirc 1a dau phai ban thao dau tién,
dung khong a?"

"Khong han. Vi ba ta khong pht nhan hoan toan." Gigng Shinokawa
Chieko ron rang nhu giong tré con. Ba toat ra day nang lugng trong ltic néi
chuyén veé sach cili. "Du sao thi khi m& két sat ra, chan twéng sé rd rang
thoi. Me that long rat trong dgi. Néu thuc sy c6 ban thdo dau tién cta 'Ké
chu du cung bic tranh vai' thi con cling muén doc bang moi gia, phai
khong?"

T6i khong phan @ng gi, nhung Shioriko gat dau nhw bi thu hit. Ngay
1ap titc, nhw hoi han, 6 lang tranh 4nh mat me.

"Me sap phdi di r6i Ttr gio dén ngay mai, hdy c6 gang hét sitc nhé!"
but tay vao tui ao khoac den, Shinokawa Chieko quay ra phia ctra. Chgt ba
dung lai, do dy doi chut r6i ngodi nhin qua vai. "Tin hay khong la tuy con,
nhung me sé cho goi y."

Biéu cam cta Shioriko rat phitc tap. C6 khong néi rang minh khong
can ggi y. C6 1€ 1a c6 khong thé néi gi.
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"May nam trwdc, vao lan cudi dién thoai dwong dai véi Kayama
Akira, me da hoi vé chiéc két. Ong 4y tra 15i rdng 'Pay 1a cau d6 toi dé
danh cho Keiko'."

"Cau do?" Shioriko nhé giong 1am bam.

"Ong ay dinh sau khi qua doi sé& dé lai cho Kishiro Keiko mot diéu bat
ngo nham khién ba ta 1ay lam thu vi véi viéc m@ két. Tim chia khéa, giai
mat khau, nhan l1ay bau vat' bén trong. Ong ay néi 1a méat kha nhiéu cong
sttc dé chuan bi cau dé. Va cling da sap xép dé mét thoi gian sau gwi dap an
dén Kishiro Keiko néu chang may ba ta khong giai duwgc."

"Dap an dau a?"

T6i bat chgt xen vao. Néu dap an sé t6i, thi Keiko khong can nho va
chung toi ntra.

"Chuwa kip chuan bi hoan tat, 6ng ay da mat roi. Vi khéng c6 dap an
nén mai xdy ra 1on xon day.

Xét dén khia canh yéu thich trinh thdm ctia Kayama Akira, thi viéc
chuan bi tro choi nhv thé cling khong c6 gi khé hiéu. Nhung sao 6ng chuan
bi 1au qua. Chung t6i chwa nhin thay dau hiéu gi cua sy ki cong sau ngan ay
thoi gian. Thiét ké cta sofa va canh ctta thv phong & nha Kayama déu da
ton tai t trede khi 6ng gap Kishiro Keiko.

"Me da khai thac dwgc doi chut vé mat khau két sat. 'La mot cai tén

ngoai toi ra khong ai biét ca', 6ng ay noi thé day."

Toi lap di 1ap lai cau chuyén vira nghe trong dau, hau nhw khong hiéu
gi cd. Chieko ndi "da khai thac", tiec la ba quan tdm dén thit bén trong két
sat tr rat lau roi.
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Nghe tiéng mé ctra kéo lach cach, t6i bat gidc ngang mat 1én. Bong
nguwoi phu nit mac 4o khoac den di mat hit. Nhitng tia sang kéo dai tGi tan
san nha thong qua khe hé gitta ctra kéo dé ma@ va tam rém che.

Ba vtra goi y cho chung t6i sao?

T6i dong cia va kéoréem, tam trang hoi chung xudng. Ping nhw
Shinokawa Chieko no6i, t6i khong chac nhitng diéu nay c6 dang tin hay
khong. Biét dau ba dang cha tdm lam chting t6i r6i tinh 1én.

"Anh Daisuke!"

Twr su trong tiém, mot giong ndi bé tac vang 1én. T6i ngodi lai nhin
chu tiém dang voi vang di tir quay vao nha chinh.

"Co chuyeén gi vay?"

"Bay gid anh 13p titc danh xe ra nhé. Minh dén nha Kayama thém lan

nira.
3

Trén ghé phu cda chiéc xe van vira chay ra, viéc dau tién Shioriko lam
la goi dién thoai dén nha Kayama. C6 xin phép xem thu phong du chi mét
chut théi cling dwoc, vi cé chuyén rat quan trong phai tim hiéu lai. Co6 con
nhan manh t&i may lan rang néu cé ai khac ngoai chiing t6i xuat hién thi
khong cho vao thw phong ma bat phdi dgi cho dén khi ching téi tGi.

"Tai sao?" Dgi cudc goi két thiic, t6i héi.

"C6 thé me t0i dang tdi ng6i nha do."

"Ha, tai sao?"
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"Lic ndy ba da héi ching ta rang, thit tim thay ti ké gidu do khong chi
c6 chia khéa phai khéng. Ching ta da bi mac lira suét. Anh Daisuke noi
rang co6 series Doi tham t nhi trwdc chién tranh, thé ma ba chang hé t6 ra
thich thd. Vi ba chi muén xac nhan xem ching ta cé tim dwgc manh moi
nao nita khong thoi."

"A."
Shioriko nin ldang, nén t6i cling bat gidc nin lang theo.

"T6i da khong diéu tra dén tan cac ngoc ngach bén trong canh ctra. Toi
da voi yén tam khi tim ra chia khoa. So suat qua."

"Chac gi me c6 da dén nha Kayama? C6 cd nghi qua thoéi. Ma dang
nao ba ciing khong thé vao thw phong ngay dwgc. Vi c6 da goi dién cho ho
r6i."

"Pugc vay thi tot."
Xem ra Shioriko van chwa hét bat an.

T&i Oga mat nhiéu thoi gian hon t6i twdng. Chiing toi di cau vugt nén
tranh dwgc cho chan tau dang ha xudng gan ga Ofuna, nhung vi c6 tai nan
giao thong nén dwong con dong dic hon, tuy vay cling khong dén néi lau
lac. C& cho la Shinokawa Chieko da di thang t6i nha Kayama sau khi roi
Biblia, ching t6i van con du thoi gian.

"NGuoi co nho da xem xong thu phong, va vira vé hoi nay roi."
Nguwoi gidp viéc no6i ngay, khi ra mé@ ctra. Shioriko chét lang.

Shinokawa Chieko da xuat hién & noi nay, ding I nhw noi bat an cua
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"Sao bac lai cho vao thu phong? Chang phai ching t6i da néi 1a mudn
ho cho hay sao!"

T6i 16 16n tiéng. Nguwoi gitp viéc lung ting nhin Shioriko.

"Vi sau cudc dién thoai dau tién, c6 c6é goi thém motcudc nita va dan,
'T6i da quyét dinh sé nho me to6i, nén néu ba tdi thi dé bavao luon thw
phong tim hiéu giup t6i!"."

That vé van! Chung t6i c6é goi cudc nao nita dau.
"La me t6i. Ba ay da goi."

Shioriko thi tham nhw dang h6i han. Cudi cung t6i cling hiéu. Thi ra
Shinokawa Chieko da canh thdi diém, gia lam con gai minh va goi tGi.
Giong cua ho rat giong nhau. Néu khong tiép xtc nhiéu thi trong muoi
nguoi sé c6 cd muoi ngwoi bi ra.

Viéc ching t6i phéng gap dén day, ca viéc lién lac vGi nha Kayama ba
déu doc ra duogc.

R6t cudc, 10i "goi y" luc ndy co 1€ 1a sy sap dat cia Chieko dé lam
ching t6i cht quan. Néu ba pha hily manh méi 14y duwgc ¢ nha Kayama,
chuing t6i sé khong bao gio do dugc mat khau nita.

Khi 1én thw phong t6i hét sitc ngac nhién. Béi vi tinh trang noi nay
khac han véi lic ching t6i roi di. Lic dy, ching toi da giai thich véi nguoi
giup viéc nhitng thit c6 trong phong va déng cho gidu do lai. Nhung bay
gio thi tat ca nhitng tdm panel phia trong canh ctra déu bi thao rdi, cac ngan
cta chiéc ké néng ciing dugc bay ra. Ngan nao ngan ndy déu trong tron, ca
series D0oi tham t nhi cia Kodansha cting khong con.

Nhin mot lwgt xung quanh, t6i thdy bon quyén sach cii ki nam ténh
hénh trén sofa. Tam thai toi yén tam vi sach khong bi mang di.
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"Luc qua trua, sau khi ching t6i vé, ai trong gia dinh da tré lai vay?"
Shioriko hoi.

"Cau chu c6 vé nhung ba muoi phtt trieéce lai di ra ngoai..."
"Trwdc khi me toi tGi phai khong?"
"Vang."
"Cam on. Gio dé hai ching t6i & day la dwoc roi a."
"Vay khi xong viéc hay bao cho toi biét."

Nguoi giup viec dong cwa lai va di ra. Shioriko ghé sat madt vao toi thi
tham.

"Tinh trang nay khong phai do me toi gay ra dau."
"Y c6 1a sao?"
"Vi me t6i khong doi xtr vGi sach cii nhw thé."

NGi r6i, co6 tréo vao cho sach bi ném & sofa. Bay khong phai ia tac
phong cua nguoi biét gia tri sach.

"Vay thi ai da...?"

Ctra phong lai mé& ra. Mot thanh nién mac do khoac den, quan da
moéng di vao phong. Nguwdi nay chac trac tudi té6i. Khuon mat dai va moi
day giong Kayama Yoshihiko, nhwng du thé thi cling c6 thé goi 1a mot
ngwoi dep trai. Mai téc cdu ta vudt keo thanh nhitng lon xoan bong bénh
mot cach tw nhién.

Trong thay chung toi, thanh nién té ra ngac nhién trong gidy lat nhung
ngay lap tirc nd nu cuwoi, "Xin chao, a, em c6 phai la nguwoi cta hiéu sach cii
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moi nguwdi van hay don dai khong? Nghe noéi lic tra em c6 dén va vé roi.
Cau ta bat chuyén véi Shioriko hét sitc than thién.

"Va... vang... Toi la Shinokawa ¢ tiém sach cii Biblia. T6i c6 chut
viéc... nén lai dén lam phién. Anh day la nhan vién cda tiém, Gora..."

"Khong sao, khong sao. Khong cé gi dau. T6i la Kayama Wataru. Rat
han hanh dwgc quen biét."

Hiém hoi 1am m&i c6 Iic Shioriko khong vap khi gidi thiéu t6i, nhung
ngwoi thanh nién lai khong nghe hét ma xung tén luén. Nhac mdi nhé,
trong gia pha nha Kayama, ¢ dugi cung co tén "Kayama Wataru". La con
trai duy nhat ctia Kayama Yoshihiko. Khac vGi cha me qua nghiém ttc, cau
con trai lai c6 tinh cach kha thoang.

Cau ta nhin tir dau xudng chan Shioriko v&i anh mat cuéng nhiét ki la.
Dic biét tap trung & 4o len trén ving nguc cing day. Y do qua rd rang
khién t6i thay khong thodi mai.

"A, chuyén canh ctta nay... tdi c6 thé héi thim mot chiit khong?"
Shioriko hoan toan khong nhan ra &nh mat ctia nguoi déi dién, ngdp ngirng
hoi.

"Pugc chit, em c& héi bt cit chuyén gi."
Wataru no6i roi tién téi mot bwdc. Shioriko ling ting lui ra sau.
"Nguwdi mé ké giau do trén ca... canh ctra la ai thé a?"

"A, cai nay ha? La t6i. Lic sang & cho ban cung treong dai hoc vé, t6i
duwgc nghe bac giup viéc Negi néi chuyén. Bac dy ké 1a cé sach cii trong
thu phong. T6i chi muén tim hiéu xem c6 do quy hiém nao khac khong
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thoi. Em, la nguoi do phai khong? La nguoi caa tiém sach cti bén canh nha
ga ¢ Kita-Kamakura phai khong?"

Cau ta lai tién mot budc, Shioriko cling lui mot § buwdc. Khi chong
nang xuong san, than trén cta c6 chao dado. T6i noi gian.

"Va... vang, ding nhw vay nhuwng ma..." Shioriko rut c6 lai, tra 1oi 1i
nhi. Co vé dang kha lung tung.

"T6i dang theo hoc trwong tw & Kita-Kamakura. Ngay nao cling xuéng
nha ga tuyén Yokosuka, thinh thodng c6 nhin thdy em. T6i nghi em 1a m¥y
nhan gidu mat day!"

Gidu mat a, ranh that. Khi thanh nién dinh tién 1én mot budc nita, toi
lién chen ntta than trén vao chan lai. Kayama Wataru kho6 chiu nhwéng may
nhin lén. Lan dau tién cau ta nhin mat toi.

"Cau co6 gap ai ¢ cho nay trwde khi ching t6i dén day khong?" Toi hoi,
tw nha minh phdi binh tinh, binh tinh.

"Khong. Vi t6i di ra ga Fujisawa mdt chut. La ai thé?"
Nghia la da léch gio v6i Shinokawa Chieko.
"Ng... ngoai sach thi... trén ké con gi khac khong?"

Shioriko néi, cd gang nép vao bong t6i. Kayama Wataru di chuyén dén
ch6 c6 thé nhin thay khuon mat ¢6. Gidng nhu ca hai dang di chuyén quanh
tam diém la toi vay.

"Néu bdo c6 thi cling c6."

"Cho t6i xem duogc khong?" Dot nhién, giong Shioriko tré nén nhiét
tinh.
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"Nhuwng ma khong phai la thi gia tri gi dau. T6i von dinh kiém tra
xem néu ban thi dwgc bao nhiéu nén da mang ra tiém dé co, nhung vi la do
gia nén khong thé dinh gia. T6i bén dem trd lai phong nay roi."

Thit gi chwa biét nhung chac khong phai sach cli. Nguwoi thanh nién
khong cam gi trén tay ca. Va chac chan Shinokawa Chieko khong nhin thay
né. Vi ba xudt hién khi ciu ta d@ mang di, va roi khéi trude khi cau ta tré
Ve.

"Nhung biét dau no la vat quan trong. Lam on cho t6i xem."
Shioriko cti dau xudng. Trén moi ga thanh nién nd nu cwdi dang ghét.

"Vay thi, t6i cho xem, doi lai di dau do cung véi toi khéng? Hen ho,
hen ho di."

"H&?" Ngudi cao giong lén la toi. "Cau dang noi gi vay? Khong phai
chuyén dua dau."

"T6i khong hoi anh... Hay anh la ban trai ctia c6 ay?"
"Khong... khong phai nhv vay..."

To6i 1ap bap. Ngay cd mot cudc hen dang hoang to6i cling méi thu xép
duwgc gan day thoi. Nghi dén viéc minh mat hon nita nam dé néi dugc diéu
ma ga thanh nién nay thot ra trong vong ba pht sau khi gap mat, t6i bong
thay minh that tham hai.

"Sao? Em khong mudn xem a, cdi nay nay?" Wataru g nhe vao tui
quan da. Shioriko khon kho cidi gam mat ditng yén mot cho. Khong thé dé
bi ép budc hen ho nhuwng ciing khong thé bat cau ta cho xem duwogc. Lam
cach nao dé thoat khoi tinh hudng nan giai nay day.

https://thuviensach.vn



"Cong viéc @ tiém sach vat va lam diang khong? Lau lau cling nén xa
hoi cht. Ngay ngay cam mdy quyén sach cti rich, em khong chan sao!"

"Néu anh hen ho véi t6i..." Co n6i. Khong con chiit sg hai nao ca. "Thi
sé toan bi bat nghe néi chuyén vé sach cii day. Vi du nhw..."

Co chi tay vé phia chiéc sofa, nai series Doi tham t¥ nhi cia Kodansha
dang nam lan 16c. Phia dwéi ném ngo6i chita cd ban in dau tién cua
Kobunsha va Poplar.

"Khong chi doc hét 26 quyén ctia bo sach c6 & day, ma t6i con néi lién
tuc vé hoan canh, thdi gian quyén sach dugc sang tac, dwgc phat hanh, dac
trung cda tranh minh hoa, ctia cach dong sach, roi gia sach cii hién tai. Néu
nai lién tuc thi sé mat khodng muwoi tiéng, con xen ngang dé an va nghi giai
lao thi cang lau hon... Thé anh con mudn hen ho véi t6i nita khong?"

"Ha..."

Tdi biét, bén trong Kayama Wataru c6 cai gi d6 dang dang 1én nhw con
séng. Anh mit cau ta ngdn ngdm nhu nhin phai mot déi tuwgng dang that
vong chit khong con la "my nhan giau mat" ma minh muén hen ho nita.

"Gl day, otaku a?"
Cau ta tac lwdi, réi nhw thé nhan tién liéc t6i mot cadi nhw muén noi
"gu cda anh chang giong ai*. Khong, toi thich nghe ké vé sach lam, nhung

néu phdi nghe lién tuc t6i muwoi tiéng thi cling rat kho sé.

"Nay, chuyén hen ho thi th6i nhé. Cai nay, cdc ngwdi mudn lam gi tuy
thich. Mang vé cling dugc."

Nhét vao tay toi mén doé lay trong tui ra, Kayama Wataru voi vang roi
khoi phong. Cai vat am am do6 la mot dong xu to la lam. N6 nhe hon vé bé
ngoai. Ménh gia 2 xu nam & chinh gitra, 1at mat sau 1én sé thdy xung quanh
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la hinh con rong c6 chit "Nam Dai Chinh thi 121" (1923). Nién dai xwa
nhw vay nhung dong xu van con mdi, dung nhw Kayama Wataru da néi, n6
la do gia. Shioriko ng6 nhin tay toi.

"La dong 2 xu nhi."
"Pung ro6i, 2 xu... ta, dong 2 xu?"
T6i nghe tir d6 dau nhw vai lan r6i. La tén truyén ngan cta Ranpo.

""Pong 2 xu' la mot kiét tac, dugc cho la tac pham trinh tham suy luan
co dién dau tién ctia Nhat Ban. Cé 1é Kayama Akira da dwa vao d6 dé lam
mo hinh nay."

"Chuyén thé nao vay?"

"Nhan vat chinh la m6t thanh nién nghéo song cuing mot nguwdi ban. Vi
mot s tinh cd, anh ta c6 mot dong 2 xu, trong dong xu c6 khe hé chira
miéng gidy viét mat khau. Nguwdi ban trong liuc gidi cau doé da tim ra cho
giau lwgng tién 16n bi danh cdp, va chang bao lau thi cam rat nhiéu ngan
phiéu tr¢ vé. Day la mot kiét tac vé mat khau c6 tinh sang tao doc dao, 16i
ké khéo 1éo va két cuc bat ngo, bay gio doc lai cdm giac van khong phai
nhat."

T6i vira nghe ¢6 ké vira kiém tra mo hinh dong 2 xu. Nhin ki thi thay
ngoai vién c6 nhirng vét cat ki la. Chac la c6 y lam vay véi muc dich gi dé.
Néu lach dau moéng tay vao, gdy mot mat 1én thi thady rong rudt, dong xu
tach thanh hai phan.

"Giong y nhw dong xu trong truyén vay..."

To6i cdm thay nhw c6 dién chay doc s6ng lung. Cac nhan vat trong
"Pong 2 xu" chac cling c6 cam giac thé nay.
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"Pay la do thira riéng. Bén trong cé to gidy nay."

Shioriko 1ay t@ gidy méng gap gon ra va md nhe nhang trén chiéc ban
thap dé to gidy khoi bi rdch. Mot loat chit Han dwoc viét theo theo chiéu
doc. "Nam Mo DPa, Mo Di, Mo A Di, Nam M6 Pa, Nam A Pa, Nam A
Phat, A ba, Mo Di ba, M6 Di, Nam Mo Di, Nam."

"Chuan bi c6ng phu t&i mitc nay, that la dang né!"

Shioriko 1am bam, giong khan dac. C6 khong kim nén dugc sy phan
khich.

"Cai nay la gi vay?"

"Sé dung cham dén phan ki xdo trong tdc pham, t6i noéi ra c6 dugc
khong?"

"Ha? A, dugc.”

"Cau mat khau xuat hién trong 'Boéng 2 xu' dugc tao nén bdi sy két
hop sau chit 'Nam M6 A Di Pa Phat'. Sau chit nay dugc xép thanh hai hang
tlr trdi qua phdi, moéi hang ba chit, khép véi ki ty chit néi... Moi chit Han
ctia mat khau &ng vai vi tri cia mot chdm, tir dé sé tao thanh chit no6i co
nghia."

Nam Di

Mo ba

A Phat
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Trong dau t6i bong hién ra ki ti chit n6i. N6i méi nhd, chit n6i dwgc
thé hién bang sdu diém hai ngang ba doc.

"Trong nguyén tac, moéi cum ngan cach bdi ddu phay twong tng vaéi
mot chi noi, khi hoan doi di sé tim dwgc cho cét gidu tién... Cau van nay s
dung cach thic dé nhung ndi dung thi khac. Co 1€ la do ong Kayama Akira
viét ra."

T6i khong cho rang ngudi ta ché tao mot vat tinh xado dén mitc nay ma
chang dé lam gi. Trong nguyén tac, cau mat khau trong dong xu chinh la
manh moi ctia "kho bau". Néu néi vay...

"Pay la cau dé a? Danh cho ba Keiko?"
"T6i nghi... rat c6 kha nang né la mat khau cta két sat."

Ngoi bén ban, cham cht nhin mat khau, r6i ngang lén nhin nhau cuwoi.
Chwa ai khac ngoai hai ching t6i biét dwgc bi mat ctia dong xu. Néu giai
dap dugc mat khau nay theo quy tac chit noi, chac chan sé mé dugc két sat.

4

To6i va Shioriko mwgn m6 hinh dong 2 xu tir nha Kayama, voi va quay
trd lai Kita-Kamakura.

Shinokawa Ayaka goi dién tdi, kéu gao "Ban qua". Co bé dang trong
clra tiém giup chung t6i. Vi 1oi "uy thac" cua Kishiro Keiko ma cong viéc &
Biblia dang trd nén tri tré. Trong lic Shioriko ban dinh gid s6 lwgng 16n
sach sap ban ra, toi thay sach trén ké bang nhitng quyén mdi thu mua duwgc
va toi mat téi miii véi viéc chuyén hang dat qua mang, loAng mot céi da t6i
gio dong cura.
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Shioriko ndi t6i nay sé tap trung giai dap mat khau, khi gidi xong sé
lién lac, t6i cling 1€ tdm than mét ra rdi vé nha.

An com véi me xong, t6i ngdi bét & cira s6 phong khéch, gié doc mot
quyén bunko day. La Toan tap tiéu thuyét trinh thAm Nhat Ban 2 - Edogawa
Ranpo cta Sogen Suiri Bunko. Shioriko cho t6i mwgn vi trong do co truyén
"Pong 2 xu", "Ké chu du cung bitc tranh vai" va "Ghé nguoi'.

Khong dén noi qua dai, nén t6i c6 thé doc mot mach hét ca ba truyén.
Pung la thu vi that. Noi dung ting truyen khac nhau nhung cam giac dem
lai sau khi doc lai kha giong nhau. Luc trudce to6i da nghi thoang qua, cac
truyén deu cé yéu t6 bién giac mo xa voi thanh hién thurc.

Phan m& dau truyén trinh tham "Poéng 2 xu" cling dem lai cdm giac
nhu thé. Pén mirc ma hai con ngudi trao déi véi nhau nhitng cau kiéu nhw
"That ganh ti vGi tén trom" thi phai hiéu lic d6 ho da khon cung thé nao.
Trong mot can phong don rong sau chiéu trén tang hai mdét tiém guodc
nghéo nan ¢ vung ngoai 6 ban thiu, nhan vat "t6i" va Matsumura Takeshi
x€ép hai chiéc ban son boi da héng trong mot can phong réi ngoi hinh dung
ra nhitng cau chuyén khong twéng nhw thé. Gitra lic ting quan, khong biét
lam gi, ho cdm thay do6 ki véi cach thitc khéo 1éo ctia tén trom ki cuu lam
nao dong thé gidi thoi bay gio.

Chang bao 1au, chinh ho sé gy ra ndo dong véi soO tién 16n ma tén
trdm cat giau bang cach lan theo nhitng diéu "khong twdng". Nhan vat
trong truyén qua that thudc dang "day ao twdng".

T6i van m& nguyén sach nhung chim trong suy nghi mién man.

Phai chang khong chi nhan vat trong truyén, ma ngay ca nhitng nguwoi
thich doc sach ctia Edogawa Ranpo cling mang trong minh khia canh nhw
thé?

https://thuviensach.vn



Kayama Akira gidu nhem sy ton tai cia nhan tinh va s@ thich cta ban
than, Kishiro Keiko song im hoi ldng tiéng trong ngdi nha ¢ Kamakura,
Shinokawa Chieko ruong bé gia dinh su6t mwdi nam khéng quay dau lai.
Con nhitng ngwoi giong nhw Shioriko nita, chang biét ho nhin nhan thé gidi
hién thyc nhuw thé nao? Phéi chang ho cho rang van vat déu la tam bg, va
san sang dem danh doi v6i gidc mo?

MGt ndi bat an bong nhen nhom trong 16ng ngue t6i. Ty dung thay gai
nguoi, t6i ngang mat 1én, me dang 1é dang xem ti vi lai ngoai nhin vé phia
nay.

"Chuyén gi vay a?"
"May cam sach va suy tw nhw thé trong giong hét ba..."

No6i md&i nhd, ding la t6i thwong hay bat gap ba doc sach va tram
ngam. Ba lu6n thich dugc doc sach vao cudi ngay.

"Rung minh qua di, me dang nghi khong biét c6 phai la hon ba nhap
vao may khong."

"Thé ma con twdng me dang phan khéi?"

"Phan khéi gi. Ba may khong & day, me thdy nhe ca ngwoi ay chi."

Trai ngugc vGi 101 no6i, mat me cé vé buon buén. Ca me va ba déu la
nhitng ngudi cé tinh khi manh, citng nhac, nén moi lan gap mat lai cai va.
Nay khong con song cung nhau, nhitng cudc cai va cling bién mat, tuy

thinh thodng me lai néi "Thay nhe ca ngwoi", nhwng téi nghi dé la vi me rat
nhd ba thoi.

"May doc dugc nhiéu hon trudce roi a?"

"Vang..."
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Bat gidc, t6i nhin xubéng quyén sach trén tay. Téi hoi chéng mat,
nhung noéi mai thay, co 1€ lwgng sach t6i doc dwge mot mach dang tang 1én.

"Ciing phdi, ngay ngay loay hoay trong tiém sach co ma. Sau nay & ré
cling khong sao nhi."

Toi tw ti dong sach lai, c6 gidu ndi buc boi. Dao gan day thinh thoang
me lai n6i nhw thé. Trén doi nay khong thang con trai nao vui vé khi bi me
diéu tra vé quan hé yéu duong ca.

"Me ndi gi thé... Me ditng doan mo c6 dugc khong."

"Nhuwng dao nay chang phai may hay néi chuyén dién thoai a? Vd&i co
chu tiém ay."

"Chi la cong viéc théi a. Vi cé vu dong dat nén lu bu nhiéu viéc."
"O, thé co?"

Me ciling khong tra héi gi thém ma quay tré lai xem ti vi. Nguwgi ta van
dang phat ban tin vé viéc xt ly dat da sau vu dong dat.

"May ma doc sach duwgc la ba vui lam day... Vi ba da ban tam mai vé
chuyén do cho dén lic mat."

Me lam bam mot minh trong khi van quay lwng vé phia t6i. T6i khong
thé no6i dugce gi. Bau khong khi tw dung tré nén nghiém tic khién téi chang
biét phai phan ng thé nao.

Dot nhién, chudng dién thoai reo. La Shioriko goi. Bé tranh con mat
vira anh 1én sy td6 mo cua me, t6i chay han ra hanh lang mdi an nit nghe.

"A, xin chao. C6 giai duwgc mat khau roi ha?"
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Pau day bén kia im lang. T6i twdng c6 da ngat mdy, nhung lai nghe
thdy tiéng thd. Toi di vao phong riéng, bat den 1én.

"T6i van chwa giai dugc."”
"Hé?"

"T6i n6i chuyén véi anh mot chit duwge khong?" Co hoi bang giong
yéu ot.

To6i khai dong may tinh trong phong, cham chid nhin tdm hinh c6 gui,
chéac 1a hinh chyp bang dién thoai bang phan tich dang lam.

"Hishou... jima?" T6i doc cac phan da gidi ra.

"T6i da thr hoan do6i vi tri cac chit, nhung lam thé nao ciing c6 chd
khong thé doc dwoc."

"Bia danh chang? Chang han nhv Hishoujima."

"Toi nghi cling c6 kha nang d6, nhuwng khong tim thay dia danh nao
twong wng. Khong chirng 6ng Kayama st dung quy tac ghép chit riéng, ma
néu thé thi cac chir da gii ra c6 khi lai sai roi."

Nguwoi von gidi do rat nhanh, gid xem ching thyc sy phién nao. T6i
day day an duong. Quy tac riéng a...

"Hay 6ng Kayama c6 nham lan gi? Do khong hiéu r6 vé chit n6i chang

han.

"Ban dau t0i cling nghi vay... Nhung thw phong day du tai liéu vé chi
n6i ma, ding khong? Ban ndy toi cé goi dién cho Kayama Yoshihiko, nghe
néi ong Kayama Akira titng ddm nhiém vi tri Gy vién quan tri ctia mot to
chitc vién trg vé dao tao chit ndi, ban than éng cling cé kinh nghiém dich
chit néi nira."
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Nghia la 6ng c6 tinh tao nén cho khoé nay. T6i nga luwng ra chiéc ghé
van dung tir nhé.

"Toi da thit goi sang Yukinoshita, nhung Keiko khong biét gi vé chir
noi... Vi vay, chac chan ong Kayama sé khong ap dung quy tac phic tap
qua. T6i nghi biét dau c6 ggi y trong tac pham ctia Ranpo."

Thé thi ngwoi mu tit moi thi nhu t6i day nghe c6 noi chuyén lai cang
bé tay thoi. Pén kiét tac "Pong 2 xu" t6i cling méi doc ltic nay.

"Néu vay, c6 nén ndi chuyén véi ai d6 am hiéu vé linh vyc nay c6 tot
hon khéng? Bac Inoue chang han."

Mac du nguoi dau tién tdi nghi téi la Shinokawa Chieko, nhung ba lai
la doi twgng khong thé ban bac dwgc nhat.

"Khong!" Shioriko kién quyét dap. "Néi v6i anh Daisuke t6t hon."
"0, nhung ma..."

"T6i khong muon trao doi véi ai khac vé chuyén nay. T6i c6 cdm giac
la hé no6i chuyén véi anh Daisuke thi ltic nao ciing tim dwgc cau tra 10i...
Toi khong biét 1y do, nhuwng dwong nhuw ngoai anh ra thi khéng ai dwoc
hét."

Co0 ha giong thi tham & cau cudi, nghe nhu thu thi chuyén bi mat.

That may vi ching t6i khong cham mat nhau lic nay. Néu c6 & gan
trong tam tay, t6i khong dam chac la minh gi binh tinh dwgc. T6i hit tha
that sdu, cham chi nhin tdm hinh thém lan nita. T6i quyét dinh no6i hét
nhitng kha nang c6 thé nghi duwgc, phoi hop hoan toan véi Shioriko cho dén
khi c06 giai ra.
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"Néu vay thi sao khong dung chit no6i thoi Pai Chinh? Co6 thé n6 khac
vdi quy tac bay gio."

"Khong dau, vi nén tang ki hiéu chi¥ néi ctia Nhat Ban da dwoc hoan
thién tt thoi Minh Tri r6i."

Bi bac bé thang thirng, nhung t6i khong lay lam budn. T6i khong can
phai tim ra cau tra 16i, chi can gitip c6 khudy dong dong suy nghi la du roi.

"Vay-.."

"Khoan da, anh Daisuke?"

"Vang."

"Tai sao lai la thoi Pai Chinh?"

"Hé?"

No6i m@i dé y, vi sao minh lai n6i thé nhi? M6 hinh dong 2 xu ma 6ng
Kayama lam la cta thoi hién tai, khong lién quan gi dén thoi Pai Chinh.
Nhung, hom nay minh da nhin thdy nién dai c6 nhu thé & dau day...

"Pung roi. O dong 2 xu. Mit dudi ctia né c6 ghi nim Pai Chinh tht
12."

HHé?ll

Shioriko phan *ng qua mitc lam t6i cling giat ca minh. C6 tiéng kim
loai khua khe khé. Chac c6 dang kiém tra dong xu.

"Pling that, nim Pai Chinh thit 12. Nhung tai sao? A!"

Lan nay la m6t am thanh tram duc. Nghe nhu tiéng dat mot vat nang.
Néu & phong ctia ¢6 thi chac chan la sach ro6i. Sau tiéng lat sach lai la sy
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yén lang kho hiéu.
"Shioriko?"

"T6i biét roi!" Co sung swéng noéi. "To6i nghi t6i da gidi dwogc mat khau
nay roi!"

5

Ngay tiép theo, ching tdi sang nha Kishiro Keiko vao lic hon 11 gio
sang. D€ xuat hién ding thoi gian phu hgp véi ho, ching t6i da phai tat bat
lam viéc dén tan gio 1én dwong, bao gom ca cac viéc ton dong tr hém
trugc.

Khi giao tiém lai cho Shinokawa Ayaka, Shioriko c6 gidi thich s tinh,
nhung mdi nita chirng thi dot ngot bi ngat 10i.

"A, tm. Em hiéu roi. Chuyén em nghi c6 nghe ciing khong hiéu gio da
hiéu dai khai roi... N6i chung la néu mé dwgce két sat thi c6 thé mua duwgc s6
sach tuyét voi, hon nita con cé thé nhin thdy bau vat, ding chit? Néu vay
chi hay c6 1én nhé! Ciing vi kinh té gia dinh ching ta nita!"

Chung t6i dwgc tién chan véi cau dan do nhw thé. Nho vao chuyén
viéng tham ctia Shinokawa Chieko hom qua, néi ding hon la nhd vao viéc
cung nhau doc Sach tranh du lich ma tinh cam chi em ho da trg lai nhuw ban
dau.

Chuing t6i xudng xe, di vé phia cong. Shioriko khoac theo mot chiéc
tii tote kha to. Chac la dao cu can thiét cho viéc giai mat khau. T6i van
chwa duwge nghe xem c6 phan tich thé nao, két qua ra lam sao. Puwong nhién
t0i c6 héi thir roi, nhwng chi nhan dwgc cau tra 16i nhw danh doé rang "khong
gidi dugc bang cach gidi ma trong 'Bong 2 xu' nhung sé gidi dugc nho

'‘Bong 2 xu'." Van dé xem chirng phitc tap, khong thé cat nghia qua loa.
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T6i biét, mdc du chong nang, nhung Shioriko buwéc di rat nhe nhang.
Béi vugt trén niém vui mua dwgc mét lwgng 16n sach quy la cdm giac man
nguyeén vi pha giadi duwgc cau do, va 16n hon tat ca la ki vong vé thit & bén
trong két sat. Doc dwong di co cling chi toan ndi vé kha nang ton tai cia
"Ké chu du cung bi¢c tranh vai" phién ban dau tién. Co ciing nguong ngung
thtta nhan rang du khong dinh ting ho gia thuyét cia me, nhwng néu la that
thi cting mudn xem tht.

Khi di qua cong, toi thdy cé bong ngudi ¢ tién sanh. Mot thanh nién
mac 4o khoac khéa kéo den cé mii trum dau dang no6i chuyén vGi Tanabe
Kuniyo.

Khuon maét ciu ta rat giong ba, chac la "Kazuhiro" da tirng duwgc nhac
dén trong lan tro chuyén tredc day. Duwdi chan cdu ta dat chiéc va li nhé c6
gan banh xe. Ba me nhan ra chiing t6i nén vay tay, vo nhe vao lung ngudi
con trai, giuc gia.

"Nay, phdi that can than nhé, Kazuhiro."

Thanh nién no gat dau, kéo tay cam va li roi bwdc ra. Luc di lwét qua
ching t6i, cau ta cling chi cti dau chao chi¢ khong néi gi. Xem chirng la
nguwoi kiém 101, khac xa ba me.

"Ch... chao bac. Con trai bac ddy a?" Shioriko héi, mat nhin theo bong
thanh nién di ra cong.

"Pung. Nhan ngay nghi nén em né dén phu giip mat tay."
"Cau ay di du lich a?"

"Khong phai dau. Vali toan nwdc déng chai. T6i da ké la thang bé song
& Tokyo ma nhi. Ngoai cita hang van chwa ban nhiéu nwdc nén t6i mua @
day cho n6 mang di."
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T6i hiéu. Khodng may tuan trudc, nwdc may & Tokyo bi phéat hién
nhiém chat phong xa trén mic cho phép, c6 thong bao la nwéc khoang
trong cac siéu thi dong loat ban hét sach. Tuy theo titng khu virc ma phong
xa van con gay anh huéng. Khu vire nay c6 tri s6 nhiém xa twong doi thap
nén khong nghe tin gi 6n ao.

"Truwdc tién hdy vao di. Chi Keiko dang dgi." Kuniyo noi.

Kishiro Keiko dgi chung t6i ¢ phong khach luc trude. Cling nhw lac
trwdc, ba mac chiéc vay lién than thodi mai gidng do mac & nha. Shioriko
héi xem ba muoén mé két sat hay muon nghe vé mat khau, thi ba tra 1oi

thong qua c6 em rang muén nghe vé mat khau. T6t qua, vi toi da cuc ki
thac mac.

Shioriko ngo6i xudng ghé, trudce tién dat mé hinh dong 2 xu lén ban.
"Bac c6 biét mo hinh nay khong. Cé 1€ 1a do 6ng Kayama Akira lam."

Sau khi chao héi, Shioriko nhanh chéng bat dau cau chuyén. Chac c6
dang phan khich 1am nén hém nay cong tac dwgc bat sém.

"0, chic chi Keiko khong c6 céi nay, phai khong?"

Trudc cau hoi cia em gai, ba Keiko lac dau.

"Pong xu that thi co6 trong kho sach, con cai nay, tdi chwa tirng thay."

Vi lam d6 gia thi dwong nhién phai dwa trén mau that roi. Shioriko
tdch dong xu thanh hai phan, roi mé td gidy ghi cau mat khau. Tanabe
Kuniyo cao gigng tram tro.

"Ché tac tuyét voi!"

"Putng vay do6. Chau ciing nghi né kha tinh xdo... Chau cho rdng mat

khau nay xay dung trén co s& chit ndi, nhw hom qua da n6i. Nhung lam thé
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nao ciing c6 mét phan khong doc dugc."

Shioriko 14y trong tdi xach ra mot manh gidy. La td ghi cha cach gii
cau mat khau da gwi cho t6i hdm qua. Dau ? da bi gach di, thay vao do la
chiv'.

Shioriko tré tay vao phan chit minh da viét, "Chit viét thém chinh la
10i gidi thich cho ki hiéu ma ching ta khong hiéu dugc y nghia."

T6i khong hiéu lam. Vi khong ai hoéi nén khong con chon lwa nao
khac, t6i danh mé miéng, "Hd, ' 1a chit gi thé?"

"La mot dau thanh. Trong nguyén tac chi* n6i, n6 cho biét trong am
cta chit di ngay dang sau, ngu y doc cao giong lén."

To6i tham doc "j" cao giong, nhung thay chang sudn sé chiit nao.

"Co phu am gi ma doc cao giong dugc chang?"

"Khong c6. Cho nén toi mai khong ly giai dugce."

Shioriko noi. Gid thi toi da hiéu tai sao hom qua c6 phién nao.

"Chi c6 thé suy ra rang dau thanh da bi dat sai cho, nhung Kayama
Akira lai 1a ngwdi rat am twong vé chit noi. T6i day, toi da nhan ra... Khong
chtrng chinh cho sai nay lai la m6t phan cda 'cau do'." C6 ngirng mot luc,
nhin khap luwgt ching t6i. "That ra gan chin mwoi nam veé trudc ting co
nguwoi dung dau thanh sai nhw vay. Kayama Akira da chu y lam theo sai sét
d6 dé tao ra mat khau."

Co lay trong tui xach mot quyén sach nhé da rach bvom. Ngoai bia c6
nhan dé Thanh nién m@i. Chac la tap chi dang tai tiéu thuyét trinh tham
ngay xwa. Khi co 1at trang c6 dan mau gidy nhé thi dap vao mat ching t6i
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la tiéu dé "Truyén trinh tham: 'Bong 2 xu'™. Tén tac gia duwong nhién la

"Edogawa Ranpo".
"Nguoi mac sai s6t do 1a Ranpo?"

"Pung. Ranpo da lam sai mat khau trong tdc pham dau tay 'Bong 2

Xu.

T6i hét stc ngac nhién. N6i mdi nhd, khi doc "ho so" vé Kayama
AKkira, c6 c6 noéi véi toi rang tac pham dau tay cua Ranpo pham 16i sai co
ban. Chac la chuyén nay roi.

"Pay la Thanh nién mdi, so dang tai 'Bong 2 xu', cling la s6 ma Ranpo
ra mat doc gia vai tu cach tac gia trinh tham."

No6i doan, Shioriko lai 1dy ra mot quyén sach khac.

Trén bia mau vang c6 ba nhan dé "Chuyén la vé ddo Panorama",
"Phap st cao mot tac", "Vu an mang tai quan tro bén ho".

"Con day la tuyén tap xuat ban cudi doi Ranpo, ban in cta Togensha...
Hay dac biét chd y vao cho xuat hién chit 'e' trong mat khau cta 'Bong 2

xu'.
"Ki hiéu chi* n6i khac nhau. Dau chdm trai da nhdy 1én hang dau."
"Pung vay. Trong lan phat hanh dau tién, ki hiéu chit n6i da bi ding
nham twr chit 'e' thanh dau '. Mai dén sau chién tranh méi dugc dinh chinh

trong ban in ctia Togensha. Loi sai giong hét cau mat khau ma Kayama
AKkira tao ra... Ggi y dé giai nam & cho nay."

Co chi vao mat viét nién dai ctia dong 2 xu da rong.
"Cé ghi nam Pai Chinh thit 12 (1923), nhung vé co ban thi khéng thé

nao coO nién dai nay dugc."
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"Um, tai sao vay?"

"Pong 2 xu nay luu thong dén dau thoi Chiéu Hoa, nhung né chi dugc
duic trong khodng thoi gian tr nam Minh Trj thit 6 dén thit 17 (1873-1884).
Nam BPai Chinh thir 12 thi né da khong con dugc duc nita. Nam Pai Chinh
thit 12 chinh la nam 'Béng 2 xu' dugc dang tai trén Thanh nién mdi, la nam
ra mat cia Ranpo. No6i cach khéc, day ia goi y rang mudn gidi mat khau,
hdy cdn ct vao chit n6i sai trong tac pham 'Bong 2 xu' dang nam Pai Chinh
thit 12. Ca viéc co tinh viét cau mat khau 'Nam M6 A Di Ba Phat' theo kiéu
chit ci, chang phai cling muon am chi diéu dé hay sao?"

Toi da hiéu c6 c6 y gi khi n6i "nhung sé gidi dugc nhd 'Pong 2 xu'™.
Chinh nguyén tac cua Ranpo la manh méi dé gidi mat khau.

Trong mot e, khong ai 1én tiéng. Kishiro Keiko van dva vao tay vin
cta xe lan, chd dgi phan tiép theo ctia cdu chuyén bang dnh mat nhw dang
nam mo.

"Vay thi, dap an cho cau mat khau nay la...?"

Shioriko 1ay bt ra, stra ki hiéu chit n6i cung ggi y mat khau, xé6a dau '
di va viét thay chit e vao.

"Hishouejima."
"Nghia la gi thi chau ciing... Bac Keiko, bac cé biét khong?"

Nguoi phu nit ngdi trén xe lan chi chdp mat mét lan trede cau héi dé.
Co thé hiéu la biét, cling c6 thé 1a khong biét. Nhung, tai sao ba lai khong
muon trd 16i?

"Hay c* m& két sat da? Truwdc tien hdy kiém tra xem tir nay cé ding
hay khong."
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Tanabe Kuniyo n6i. Chua chac day da la cdu trd 16i dung. T6i va
Shioriko ditng day, m& canh cita & géc phong. Kishiro Keiko di chuyén xe
lan dén vi tri c6 thé nhin thay két sat.

"Toi sé mad thay chi Keiko."

Ngoi xudng trirdc két sat, em gai cua ngudi iy thac thao tac trén nim
khoa r6i tra chia vao 6 ctia can gat va xoay van. Hai trong ba 16p khéa da
duge mé nhung chiéc két van khong cé phan ¢ng gi.

Ba vira nhin ghi chu gidi dap mat khau, vira nhan cac nit chit ctia mat
khau theo trinh tu.

Shioriko ditng bén canh t6i, don toan by sirc ndng xudng cay nang,
nhoai nguwoi tGi trude. Bé khong bé 18 sy viéc sap xdy ra, doi mat den sau
trong kinh cta c6 sang riwc. Khong biét ty ltic nao, doi tay t6i cling gong
len.

Khodanh khac bam nit cudi cung, bén trongkét sat phat ra tiéng "cach".
Céanh ctra day bang kim loai kéu mot tiéng "kich" nhe, r6i tir t* m& ra. Bén
trong két sat van con mét canh cira bang go. M@ canh ctta dé thi thdy mot
xdp gidy cli gap doi. Ngoai ra khong con gi khac.

Kuniyo cam xdp gidy, dua cho chi. Ching t6i xim quanh xe lan. Xap
gidy dat trén dau goi Keiko dwong nhw la mat ngugc, con roé rang dau vét
ctia mot lan bi xé rach va bd sung thém gidy khac vao tir phan dudi.

Tay ba run run m@ xap gidy. Trén nén gidy ké 6 vudng to lap day chi
viét bang but may.

Du vay, van doc dugc ro rang nhan dé va tén tac gia.
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Nguoi dan ba chu du cung bitc tranh vai
Edogawa Ranpo

Kishiro Keiko nhin n6 bang anh mat xa xam, roi dot nhién 6m chat lay
ban thdo, im lang cudi dau xudng.

6

"Nhan dé khac nhi?"

T6i néi nho vai Shioriko. Chac la nguwdi dan 6ng ma nhan vat chinh
gap trén xe lra da dugc doi thanh nguwdi phu nit. Truyén ngudi phu nit chu

du, cam theo bat tranh c6 ngudi dan 6ng da di vao bén trong van chira dung
sttc hap dan riéng ctia no.

Khong thdy tra 16i. Toi quay sang nhin Shoriko. C6 ditng im thin thit,
vé sttng sot. Chac 1a qua ngac nhién vi ban thdo dau tién twdng khong con
ton tai trén doi lai xuat hién ngay truedc mat.

"Moi nguoi dé chi Keiko & mot minh nhé? Chi mot chit xiu thoi."

Kuniyo thi tham vao tai ching t6i, han la muén dé chi gai duoc tu
nhién doi dién vdéi di vat cua ngudi tinh ma ba san sang danh doi bang ca
kho sach. To6i khong thdy cé 1y do gi dé phan doi, nhung...

"Shioriko, dugc khong?"

Toi lay canh tay ¢6. Cudi cung c6 duong nhu birng tinh.

"Ha? Um, diing roi... Sau d6 cho chdu xem nita nhé?"

Ntra cau sau la cau hoi danh cho Kishiro Keiko.

DPoi ba gat dau, Shioriko di ra hanh lang. T6i ciing budc theo.
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"Vay, chi Keiko... ctr thong tha."

Tanabe Kuniyo noi, r6i kéo ctta phong khach lai, dan chiing t6i sang
kho sach. Bén ching t6i 1a bd swu tap tiéu thuyét trinh tham hom trudc.

"That cam on vi da giap chi Keiko. Theo 10i hita, ching t6i sé ban cho
hai chau cho sach nay, ctt xem ki di."

"Khong a... Chinh chung chau md&i phai cdm on." Shioriko mim cwoi
va cti dau xudng. Khong biét cé phdi do twéng twgng khong, nhung toi
thdy c6 c6 vé hoi hanh dién. Chac c6 man nguyén vi da tv minh hoan tat
cong viéc uy thac trede khi me xudt hién.

Bat ngd c6 tiéng chudng dién thoai inh tai tr phong khach, Kuniyo
nhiu may kho chiu.

"Pa cat cong dé cho chi ay yén tinh thé ma... Xin 16i nhé, t6i di mat lat
sé quay lai."

Ba v0i vang quay ra hanh lang, vdi tay dong ctra lai sau lvng. Chi con
hai chung t6i trong kho sach.

"Sach xép khong khac gi so vai luc trede. Khong thiéu quyén sach hay
tap chi nao. Xem chirng khong hé dwoc sap xép lai..."

Shioriko néi, sau khi nhin mot lwgt cac gia sach. T6i cling bat chudc
nhin theo c6 nhung trong dau lai la chuyén khéng mdy may lién quan dén
sach cl. Vu nay t6i day xem nhu dai khai da xong. Con 10i hita sé hen ho
v0i co...

"Chung ta di dau nhi? Vao ngay nghi t&i."

Kho sach van yén tinh. Shioriko dang quay mat ra cho khac. Va cam
nin. Cau hai cua toi nhw bi hit vao mot sa mac cat.
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"Anh Daisuke, cai kia!"

Co cat ngang 10i t6i, tro gia sach & gan ctra ra vao. Chac do nhét voi
hay sao ma s6 sach sdp theo cc ngan hoan toan khac nhau. O mdt ngin
xép chat nich, c6é gdy quyén Egawa Ranko ma lic tredc t6i da cam. Dau
ngon tay cd6 huéng vé phia né.

"Quyén Egawa Ranko bi 1am sao a?"
"Khong, khong phai thé. Quyén & bén canh..."
"Quyén Hiép si trén khong ha? Néu khong thi la... Mé 16 sat nhan?"

T6i nheo mat lai, doc tén sach & hai bén. Khong biét ty lic nao mat
Shioriko da tai dai di.

Dot nhién, c6 doi hwdng, budc téi gan mot gia sach, 1ay ra mot quyén
dwa cho toi. D6 la Tuyén tap tiéu thuyét trinh tham 3. Sach kha cii, khong
bia 4o ciing khong phu sap. Tinh trang khong dwgc tot lam.

"Hay cam cai nay di theo t6i!"

C06 md cira phong, di ra hanh lang. Mdc du chéng nang, dang di cta co6
van rat chac chan. That la la, nhung ngay ldc nay t6i lai cdm nhan dwoc s
hoi phuc & c6.

Dtrng lai treéc phong khach, c6 mé toang canh ctta kéo, ciing chang
héi xem c6 duwgce phép hay khong. Kishiro Keiko dang ng6i xe lan canh ctra
s0 ngac nhién ngodi dau lai.

Chac cu dién thoai da két thic, chang thay béng dang ba em dau ca.
Co diéu, trén ban tron xudt hién nhitng do vat khi nay khéng cd, la chiéc 4o
khoac 16ng Kuniyo da mac va mot chiéc dién thoai di dong c6 vé ré tién.
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Shioriko lay but va gidy ghi chu trén ta bup phé, an vao tay Kishiro
Keiko, "Xin hay trd 10i chau, chi mét cau théi." C6 no6i bang giong bi kim
nén. "Cau dao... ¢6 thé la hop cau chi trong nha nay... cai nao ciling dugc.
N6 ndm & dau?"

Toi vo cung sttng sot. Cau dao? Nghia la sao? Nhung, tay Kishiro
Keiko cam gidy va but bat dau run ray, chang may choc danh roi ca hai trén
dau goi. No6i méi nhg, ban théao 1ay ra tw két sat hoi ndy da bién mat. N6 &
dau roi?

"Cam on nhiéu. Anh Daisuke... Pi thoi! Xin 16i anh, c6 thé cam tui
xach gium toi khong?"

"Pugc... Nhuwng ma di dau?"
"Ra ga. Chac van con kip."

Tinh 10 di t6i Tsurugaoka Hachimangu, khong chi duong xe hoi ma
dwong di b cling dong nghet. Can ban dang la ngay cudi tuan vao giita
mua xuan. Chung toi di bg that nhanh qua nhitng doan khach tham quan
dang tién vé mo Minamoto no Yoritomo.

((1147-1199), twéng quan thiét 1ap ché do Mac phu)
"Sao lai di ra ga vay?" Tdi 1én tiéng sau lung Shioriko.
"Vi c6 1€ sé dudi kip... nguoi dang gitt ban thao do."

Co bat dau thé don dap. Budc di véi téc do bang ngudi khong dung
nang mot doan dwong dai nhu thé qua la khong dé chiit nao.

"C6 néi duoi kip, 1a dudi kip ba Kuniyo?"
Toi khong thé nghi ra ngudi khac dugc. Khong thdy bong dang ba ay

trong nha. Nhung cau tra 10i that dang kinh ngac.
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"Khong phai ba Kuniyo. T6i s€ noi ro rang sau."

ROt cudc la ai? Shioriko dang mét, t6i cling thady dy ndy nhung khong
kim dwoc thac mac, "Cau héi Iic nay la y gi vay? Cau dao & dau ay?"

"Cau dao hay khong khong quan trong... T6i chi mudn xac nhan xem
ba dy da song ¢ d6 bao lau roi thoi."

Két cuc, t6i van chwa hiéu dugc y nghia.

Pa thay chiéc cong torii mau do cua dén Tsurugaoka Hachimangu.
Gio tir ngoai bién th6i vao lam canh anh dao bay ao qua cong. Té6i nga tw
giao vai pho Wakamiya Oji, Shioriko chi vé 16i dan 1én dén.

"Thay roi... cho dé... trude..."

Nghia la toi di trwdc ngan can a? Vira lic dén giao thong chuyén mau
xanh, t6i bang qua vach ké duong danh cho ngwdoi di bo. Dé tach khéi doan
khach tham quan, t6i chay trén 16i dan lén dén trang tri dén long nam cao
hon dwong di. Méi lan gio6 thdi tdi, hang cay anh dao dang mua hoa né ro
lai lao xao.

Lo6i dan 1én dén co6 thiét ké rai rac bac thang ¢ hai man trai phai dé
quanh xudng dwong di. Ngay phu tredc bac thang gan nga tw nhat, c6 mot

nhan vat quen thuéc dang ditng canh den long da. La mot thanh nién tré
tuoi mac 4o khoac khoa kéo den c6 mii trum dau.

Kazuhiro a?

Cau ta phai vé Tokyo tir ndy roi chit, dang lam gi ¢ day thé nay. C6 thé
ngwoi ma Shioriko n6i dén la ciu ta chang?

Nhin ki thi khuat sau dén 16ng da con c6 mot nguwdi nita. Nguwdi dé deo
trén vai chiéc tdi da to, mdc vay va do khoac may rat khéo, dang 1ay mii tw
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va li ra d6i roi kéo day kéo lai.

Trang phuc hoan toan khac véi ldc nay, nhung khuon mat la Tanabe
Kuniyo. Bén chan ba la chiéc va li. R0 rang la hanh trang di xa.

Chang 1 ba ay gdp con trai dé nhan hanh ly?

Cau chuyén veé nhitng chai nwéc la néi doi.

Cudc goi ldc ndy cling chon thoi diém qua tot, chac chan la ai d6 sap
xép dé ba ay c6 thé 1én ra khoi nha. T6i nhé lai chiéc di dong dat trén ban
phong khach. Cé 1é la Kishiro Keiko & can phong d6 da dung dé goi vao
may ban.

Nhung goi dé lam gi?

Prng lic Shioriko dudi kip t6i. Thay co dang sap duit hoi, toi cat tiéng
goi.

"Bac Tanabe!"
Chi c6 cau con trai quay dau lai.
"A.H

Cau ta ling ting cdi dau. N6i md&i nhd, Kazuhiro nay cling mang ho
Tanabe. Trén khu6n mat cdu ta hién 1én vé thac mac trudc sy xuat hién ctia
chung toi.

"Xin chao!"

To6i cling cdi dau. Pang phan van khong biét nén hoi tir dau, thi thay
Kuniyo v0 vao vai con trai.
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"Kazuhiro, dugc r6i. Cdm on da mang hanh ly gitip. Chuyén sau nay
nho con nhé. Hai ngwoi hay gitr gin strc khoe!"

Kazuhiro khé gat dau. Ludng Iy mot hoi, cdu ta cdi chao ba, "Bac
cling bdo trong a!" Poan git dau chao chung t6i, r6i rdo budc qua duong
danh cho xe hoi, di vé phia Hachimangu. Hinh nhw khéng phai ra ga ma
quay vé ngoi nha ¢ Yukinoshita.

Bac?

Trong dau to6i dang hon loan. Khong phai t6i nghe nham. Nguwoi nay
chac chan vira méi dugc goi nhu thé. Khong phai 1a me. Chang 1é la...

"Bac Kishiro Keiko."

Cuo6i cung Shioriko ciing 1én tiéng. C6 van dang thé hon hén.
"Chuing ta c6 thé noi chuyén... & dau dé6 mot chit khong a?"
"Um, cling dugc."

Kishiro Keiko, nguwdi phu nit ma cho dén lic nay ching t6i van goi la
Tanabe Kuniyo gat dau.

"Quan nudc ¢ dwong Komachi c6 duge khong? Mac du gio nay co thé
sé dong..."

7

Theo goi y cua Kishiro Keiko, ching t6i dén quan nuwéc cii ki & cudi
duwong Komachi. Khach dong nhung van con cho ng6i. Ching toi 1ap titc
duwgc dua tGi chiéc ban c6 thé nhin thay san trong.

"Thinh thodng t6i c6 dén day cung Akira... La quan 1au nam r6i."
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Goi nudc xong, Kishiro Keiko m@ dau cau chuyén. Giong ba hoi tram
va khan. Xem ra day méi la giong ty nhién cua ba. Khong chi trang phuc,
ma ca dién mao va cach néi chuyén ciing tré nén binh tinh diém dam khac
han truedc.

"Ngudi ngoi trén xe 1an 1a em cta bac phai khéng?" Shioriko héi.

"Pung. Em dy mdi la Tanabe Kuniyo. Chi em t6i doi vai cho nhau.
Trang phuc va kiéu téc ciling da thay doi."

"Vay bénh tinh va thwong tich cua nguoi do?"

"Toan bo la that. Nhitng chuyén ching t6i da n6i vé nhau hau hét la sy
that. Du phai dién kich thi cling dé cho em ay... Em t6i da c6 gang lam viéc
dé cho con trai 1én dai hoc, vira méi dwgce nhan roi thi lai 1am bénh. D6 la
khodng nira nam vé trudc. Toi da dén Miyagi va & lai d6 dé cham s6c em
ay.

n

Kayama Yoshihiko titng ké luat sw da dén biét thy & Yukinoshita
nhung Kishiro Keiko khong c6 nha. Thi ra khong phai ba nhap vien ma la
di cham nguwdi than nén vang mat. Nghe néi hai chi em khong con cha me,
cling khong con ai la ho hang than thich dung nghia.

"Sau khi xudt vién, em ay lai bi thwong vi dong dat... Toi quyét dinh
dwa em vé nha minh chim sé6c. Om yéu 1a thé, nhung em ay da gitp d& toi
ma khong thac mac gi cd. Kuniyo la ngudi téi tin cdy tir xwa dén gio."

Anh mit ba nhin xa xdm hét nhw nguoi phu nit ngdi trén xe lin. Ma
khong, c6 thé chinh ba dy da bat chudc Keiko khong chirng. Thi ra ba ay
méi song trong ngdi nha & Yukinoshita chwa day mot thang. To6i da hiéu vi
sao lic ndy Shioriko hoi cho gan cau dao.

Néu thue sy song trong ngoi nha do téi may muoi nam thi duong
nhién phai biét.
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"Nhung lam sao chau doan ra? T6i nghi ching t6i da dién rat t6t roi
ma?"

"Thoat tién chau khong nghi ngo gi ca... Du ngay dau gap mat, &
phong khach do, chau da c6 mot cam giac la la."

Kishiro Keiko m& to mat nhin, t6i ngoi nghe bén canh ciing rat ngac
nhién. Gio t6i mdi biét day.

"Twr tan lic ay co a! Vi sao?"

"Bac da voi vang don dung cu dan roi dwa ban in dau tién ctia Ac quy
trén hoang dao cho bac ay. Chau ty héi vi sao bac lai lam thé?"

"Chuwra hiéu."

"Bén ban do chi chira cho trong vira mot chiéc ghé. Nghia la xe lan da
duwgc quyét dinh dé & vi tri nao cta ban. Ngwoi ngoi doc sach ¢ dé dat sach
trén ban, tam thoi roi khdi ché. Néu quay lai cing mot cho, sach di nhién
van dat treéc mat. Khong can ai do phai cat cong dwa cho."

"Ra la vay." Kishiro Keiko gat dau nhw da nhd ra.

"Toi ngoi ¢ chiéc ghé khac dé doc sach. Em géi toi thi dan. Vi khong
c6 viéc gi lam nén em ay ty dan du thit... Chang han tdm phu dién thoai nay
no. Ngoai ra con gi nita?"

"Luc ké vé dong dat cling vay." Shioriko tiép tuc cau chuyén mot cach
lwu loat. "Dién thoai trong nha nay la dién thoai cli mau den loai quay so,
c6 cap dién riéng, khong can dén dién lwgi. Bac lai bdo la goi ma khong
thdy tin hiéu, lic nghe ké chau da thdy lgn con r6i. Bay gio nghi lai, chac
do la tinh trang cua nha bac Kuniyo ¢ Miyagi. Con bac Keiko day thi dung
chinh chiéc dién thoai ban mau den nay goi cho cau chau & Tokyo, nén cau
dy mdi chay xe may vé tan nha dé cttu me... C6 phai thé khong a?"
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Kishiro Keiko n& nu cuoi nhe.

"Pai khai la ding. Ké sach ¢ nha t6i ciing bi do, nhung t6i khong bi
de... Mac du cling rat nguy hiém."

T6i cham chi nghe Shioriko néi. Ban than t6i cling da thay va nghe
cung mot sy viéc nhu vay, nhung lai khong nhan ra duoc gi. Kha nang nhin
thau chan twéng ctia c6 gai nay lic nao ciling that dang kinh ngac.

"Chau tht suy nghi thi thdy rang, trong nhitng nguoi lién quan dén vu
viéc lan nay, hau nhw khong ai quen bac tr trede. Chi c6 mot tredng hop
ngoai 1é 1a bac Inoue, chu tiém sach Hitori, nhung cling gap truc tiép bac tw
lau 1am r6i. Vay la diéu kién dé thé vai da san sang. Diéu quyét dinh hon ca
la quyén Egawa Ranko. Chau ciing md&i nhan ra khi nay thoi... Cho bac dé
quyén sach do trén gia khong phai la cho anh Daisuke da ldy ra ma la &
gitta Hiép si trén khong va Mé 16 sat nhan. D6 khong thé nao la mot sy
ngau nhién dwoc."

"Do la trinh ty tw trwde. Chinh vi thé t6i mGi vo y dé theo thdi quen.”
"A... Nghia 12 sao?" T6i khong hiéu dugc cau chuyén nén rut ré héi.

"Egawa Ranko, Hiép si trén khong, Mé 16 sat nhan... déu la san pham
hop tac ctia Ranpo va cac nha van khac. Néu khong am tuwong vé sach thi sé
thdy c6 tinh dé sach nhu vay la khong tw nhién. Vi con bao nhiéu cho trong
ntra."

Shioriko giai thich cho t6i. N6i dén md&i nhd, Inoue tirtng nhac dén tén
ba cudn nay. Rang Shinokawa Chieko da gop ban cho Kayama Akira ban in
dau tién cua cac tiéu thuyét sang tac chung.

"Vay ma lic chéau suyt lam rét quyén Egawa Ranko, bac lai khong cé
phan ng gi, thé nén chau c¢ nghi bac khéng ranh vé sach."
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T6i néi véi Kishiro Keiko. Ngay lap tic, anh cuwdi trong mat ba vut tat.
"T6i da canh vGi chau day."

"Da?" To6i dot nhien khong tin vao tai minh. T6i chwa bao gio ngo
dwoc la minh sé bi ai do nhin nhan nhv vay.

"Chéau la nguoi hiép dong tac chién vdi Shinokawa! To6i da nghi vai
tro cta chau chi la gia voi khong biét gi vé sach dé ching t6i chd quan
thoi... Ngay cd bay gio cling c6 thé la nhw thé."

"Tai, tai sao bac lai...?"

"Ban dau, khi t0i tGi tiém sach cii Biblia, chau da dé y quan sat t6i
diung khéng? Con c¢6 tinh mé rém che ra."

Hé?"

Nghe ba nhac, t6i méi nhd qua that minh da lam nhw vay. Téi dinh
nhin mat vi khach lic ba di qua truwéc tiém. Vi t6i thac mac khong biét
ngwoi uy thac 1a nhan vat thé nao.

"Khong co y gi sau xa dau a. Chi la to mo thoi."

Nhung t6i dd mang trong long moi hoai nghi. Khi nhin thady chau cam
quyén Egawa Ranko, méi hoai nghi bién thanh khang dinh. M0t ngudi
nghiép du don thuan ma cam lay ban in dau tin c6 gia tri nhat trong tat ca
cac sach cua Ranpo thi qua la khong binh thwong. Bagi vay khi chau suyt
lam rét sach, toi phai cd gang kiém ché 1am dé khong 1én tiéng."

"Chi la trung hgp ngau nhién thoi a."

T6i kho s& n6i. Thay nhan dé Egawa Ranko giong tén nit gidi nén toi
cam lén chit c6 nghi ngoi gi, cé tham y gi dau.
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"Gifta chiing ta bay gio khong can thiét phai néi doéi nita. Chau dam
bdo anh Daisuke khong hé hay biét vé sach cii. Anh ay thuc sy la mot
nguwoi thiéu kinh nghiém."

Shioriko d& 1oi. Du biét ¢6 dang bién hd cho minh, tdm trang t6i van
rat phitc tap. Kishiro Keiko té vé tam thoi chap nhan.

"Nhung chinh nhg sy truing hgp ngau nhién cia ngudi mdi vao nghé
d6 ma Shinokawa da nhan ra chan twéng cua t6i. Chang phéi c6 nhiéu diéu,
chinh vi 1a ngudi méi vao nghé nén mdi nhin ra dugc hay sao?"

Toi dirng tay lai khi dang dinh 1dy c6c nwdc. Ty dung cd cdm giac bi
choc vao sau trong 16ng ngwe. That thé a? Dén gio téi van chua thay lgi ich
gi khi la mot ké nghiép dw ca.

Pung lic d6 d6 uéng dwgec mang ra, cau chuyén ngat quang. Phan ca
phé ctia moi nguwoi lan luwgt dwoc dat trén ban.

"HO so vé Kayama Akira, c6 phaéi la da duwgc viét ra ngay tir dau dé
dwa cho chung chau khong a?"

Shioriko dat mot cau hoi khac. Kishiro Keiko uéng mot ngum ca phé
roi tr ton tra 101, "P6 la em Kuniyo ty tay viét dya trén cau chuyén cua toi
ddy. Viét ra dé hoc thuoc long."

"Thudc long a?"

"Chiing t6i sam vai ctia nhau, nhwng phan em ay phai nam bat thi rat
nhiéu. Vé nha Kayama, vé Edogawa Ranpo... Dya theo 10i ké cua toi,
Kuniyo da tong hop lai thanh cau chit dé ghi nhé. Bang nao ciing tong hop
xong roi, nén toi nghi dwa ban dé sé nhanh hon vi giai thich bang miéng
khong dugc suon sé. No cling c6 ich ma phai khong?"
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Chuing t6i gat dau. Théo nao, giong ghi chép trong "hé so" that lanh
dam. Kayama Akira khong cé y nghia gi doi véi ngudi viét, ni dung trén
gidy don thuan la liét ké lai "thong tin" phai nhé ma thoi.

"Kuniyo da lam rat tot, nhirng van c6 cho chwa theo kip hoac c6 nhitng
cau hoi kho tra 16i thi t6i ho trg dé vugt qua. Toi con hwéng dan cach gat
dau, lac dau dwa theo cach dat cau hoi caa cac chau. Co biét toi da lam thé
nao khong?"

Trong cdu hoi thé hién chut ty dac. Shioriko dat ban tay dang nam lai
1én moi, suy nghi mot lic roi noi, "Gat dau véi hau hét cac cau hoi... Nhung
cau nao ma& rong tir hai kha nang trd 1én thi lac dau, co phai thé khong a?"

Kishiro Keiko mim cuwoi gat dau.

"Pung thé... Qua that cac chau rat gioi. Nguwoi nha Kayama, tham chi
Inoue, cling khong nhan ra."

Ba khong hé 16 vé kho chiu vi bi néi tring, c6 1€ con thich tha véi qua
trinh thuc hién tro hoan doi doé.

Bong dung troi rdam mat, ching t6i hwdng mat ra san voeon um tum
cay xanh. Du chi hoi md t6i nhwng bau khong khi trong quan nwdc da thay
doi.

"Bac néi déi mot chuyén 16n dén thé nay la dé md& két sat phai
khong?" Shioriko héi, mat van ngam nhin canh vat ngoai ctra so.

"Di nhién r6i." Gigng Keiko tréd nén manh mé. "'Sau khi Akira mat, t6i
da luon muon ldy thi bén trong két sat ra... Hon nita, t6i cling muon biét
cau mat khau d6. Nhung ngwoi nha Kayama khong thém dém xia. Toi cling
thong cam vé&i thai do cia ho, nén quyét dinh dgi thém mot thoi gian.
Nhung ma..."
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"Xay ra dong dat." Shioriko noi tiép bang giong rat khé.

Bat chot trong dau toi hién ra khung canh giong nhw trong san vuon
nay. Ngay dén nha Kishiro Keiko lan dau tién, ching t6i cling vira néi
chuyén vira ngam khu vuon tr kho sach.

Con ngudi, khong ai biét trudc duwge ngay mai. Néu khong lam ngay
nhitng gi minh mudn thi sé hoi tiéc.

Do la quyét dinh ctia Keiko khi nhin thay thuwong tich va bénh tat ctia
nguoi than.

"Puing vay. Nén toi da 1gi dung Kuniyo. T6i nghi néu mot nguwdi trong
tinh trang nhu thé nho va thi gia dinh Kayama sé kho long twr chdi... Thyc
t€ ding la nhw vay. Chi khéng ngd cau Yoshihiko lai khéng gitt chia khéa
va mat khau."

Ba ndi roi khé mim cuoi.

Thé thoi sao? To6i khong khdi nghi rang van con mot ly do nita trong
vu doi vai. Trong tac pham ctia Ranpo, mo tip déng vai mdt ai d6 ¢t dugc
1ap di lap lai. Han ngwdi phu nit nay ciing thich bat chuwéc mo tip dy. Giong
nhu Kayama ttng vui tha v6i nhiéu khudén mét cia minh.

"Me chau da nhan ra phai khong? Chan twéng cua hai bac ay." Chac la
lo lang vé hanh dong ctia me nén Shioriko rut re hoi.

"C6 thé lam. Nhung c0 ta chwa néi ra, chi héi, 'Ban kho sach cii di
cling dwoc, nhung ¢6 c6 bang long nhwong lai thi trong két sat cho t6i
khong?"

T6i nghe ma lanh séng lung. Ba ay chi can thit bén trong két sat kia.
Co tinh cho chiing t6i ggi y chac cling 1a mot muu toan dé cé dugce thi do.
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"Bac dinh 1én duong vaGi ban thao a?"

Kishiro Keiko gat dau r6i ha anh mat xuéng ban tay minh. Lai la anh
mat xa xam, khong tap trung mot cach ki la ay.

"Akira da bién wdc mo cua t6i thanh sy that. Vi vay, t6i muon di qua
nhiéu noi dé twéng niém anh dy... Giong nhw nhan vat trong 'Ké chu du
cung buc tranh vai'. Toi sé khong quay lai day mot thoi gian, nhung viéc
mua sach cili van nhd cac chau lam can than gitim. T6i da giao viéc quan ly
ngoi nha cho em géi va chdu trai r6i, nén sau nay hay hoi ho nhé."

No6i xong, ba mé& tii da 1dy mot cap dwng ho so bang nhwya trong, dat
1én ban. Bén trong la xap ban thao ctia Ranpo.

"Nguyén vong cua bac la gi a?"

Shioriko chi liéc nhin chiéc cap ma khong hé cham dén. Mac du c6
khao khat muon biét ndi dung két sat va da ndi rang néu la ban thdo ctua
Ranpo thi rdt mudn xem. T6i c6 cdm giac thai do cta c6 da thay doi ké twr
khi mé& duoc két sat.

"Chac chau ciing biét r6i..."
"Vang, cling dugc it nhiéu a... K& ca bi mat cua ban thao nay."

"H&? Bi mat?" T6i nhin cham cham vao khu6én mat trong nghiéng hién
hoa cta Shioriko. Dot ngdt cd quay phat sang, tdi suyt bat ngira.

"Anh Daisuke, anh c6 mang Tuyén tdp tiéu thuyét trinh tham dén
khong?"

"A’ Cé_”
T6i md tii tote van cam ho Shioriko. Quyén sach co dwa toi ciing dé

vao tdi nay réi mang tGi day. Toi rit 1dy Tuyén tap tiéu thuyét trinh tham 3
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da phai mau.
"Chéau xin 16i vi dd mwon né t kho sach.”

"Khong sao dau. Pang nao cling ban cho tiém chau ma. Nhung nhé
dinh gia luén ca quyén do6 cho dang hoang nhé."

"Puwong nhién roi a."

Cudc tro chuyén lai tiép tuc, Shioriko m@ trang sach dau tién. Nhan dé
"Chuyén phiém" hién ra. Mui gidy cli méng phang phat quyén vao mui ca
phé.

Kishiro Keiko n& nu cuwoi day ngu y. Shioriko quay rd phia t6i, nguoi
duy nhat dang khong hiéu gi, bat dau gidi thich.

"Pay la sach duwgc phat hanh vao dau nam 1928. Nhung 'nam hién tai'
duwgc ghi trong sach lai la trede ddy, nam 1927."

T6i doc th doan dau.

Trong nam nay, t6i khong viét gi ca theo nghia den. Vi khong cé gi dé
dang trong tuyén tap nay, nhwng bién tap vién nghi rang toi sé buon, nén
khuyén khich t6i viét 16i mé dau.

Cau van cho thdy ro rang rang tac gia phai viét vi bi thiic ép. Nam
1927, t6i cling thay quen quen. Chac la...

"D6 hinh nhw la nam viét ban thdo thit nhat cia 'Ké chu du cuing birc
tranh vai' dung khong?"

"Um. Puong nhién, 16i ta nay dugce viét lai vao nam 1929, tredc khi
viét truyén 'Ké chu du cung bic tranh vai'. Theo nhw & day thi vao nam
1927, Ranpo khong thé phat hanh tdc pham nao dwoc, 6ng dang di lang bat
khap cac noi... Hay nhin vao phan sau, cho nay."
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Co lat trang sach, chi vao doan cudi 10i tua.

Vi duy, trong so6 cac truyén "Sting hoa mai", "Khuon mat khéng moi",
"Ké chu du cung bitc tranh vai" thi truyén cudi cung, "Ké chu du ctung bitc
tranh vai", t6i ndy ra y twdng tai Kyoto trén duwong lang du, viét dwoc gia
nita trong mot dém & Hyakkaen, thanh phé Uji, va da vitt & nha vé sinh
quan tro Osu tai Nagoya...

"Ua, cai nay..."

T6i ¢ sap xép lai ndi dung trong dau. Nhan dé tac pham "da vitt trong
nha vé sinh" duwgc ghi ré rang la "Ké chu du cung bitc tranh vai". Chac
chdn no6 1a ban thdo thit nhat. Con "Ngudi dan ba chu du cung bic tranh
vai" ¢ day la nhan dé khac roi.

"Khong c6 1y do gi dé Ranpo n6i dbi vé nhan dé cua tdc pham da vt
trong nha vé sinh. Ttc 1a nhan dé ban thdo dau tién khong phai ia "Nguoi
dan ba chu du cung bitc tranh vai". Noi cach khac..." Shioriko gé nhe dau
ngon tay vao chiéc cap nhya dung xap ban thao. "Pay la do gia... La truyén
do Kayama Akira viét phai khong a?"

Su im lang kéo dai khién tiéng 6n trong quan lai 16n 1én.

Kishiro Keiko lang lang m@ cap, lay xap ban thdo ra. D6 la mot xap
gidy kha cii, phan mép c6 nép gap, hoi ban va cling da nga mau.

"C6 dung la d6 gia khong a?"
Toi héi. Kishiro Keiko gat dau.

"Akira n6i rang da phai dat hang loai gidy dé viét ban thao nay, sao
cho tai hién dang hoang ca thiét ké lan tinh trang vét ban nhd tirng tham
khao ban thao cia chinh Ranpo... Ping la rat thyc."
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Tinh ti mi cia Kayama Akira thé hién rd qua bao nhiéu viéc ong lam
tir tredc dén gio. Cling c6 thé hiéu dwgc tai sao viéc chuan bi cho cau dé lai
mat nhiéu thoi gian cong sttc dén thé.

"Hay nhin cai nay!"

Keiko lat trang thi nhat cia ban thdo, cho ching t6i xem mat sau.
Phan mép cé dong chir nhé "Ejima Hishou sang tac" viét bang mau muc
giong vGi mau & mat ngoai. Cé 1€ 1a tén tac gia.

"Ejima... Hishou."
T6i tham nham lai... Hishou Ejima. Mat khau cua két sat.

"DPay la but danh ctia Kayama Akira phai khong a?" Shinokawa hoi
Kishiro Keiko.

"Pung vay. Chac la cai tén anh dy s dung lic c6 mong muén trd
thanh tiéu thuyét gia."

"Bac khong nghe 6ng ké gi sao?"

"Um, toi khong dinh héi cho cin ké. Akira thd nhan minh thiéu tai
nang trén phwong dién nay va da tiv bo. Anh ay cling dot sach cac tac pham
viét hoi con tré... Cho nén, day chinh la tiéu thuyét duy nhat con lai. Akira
cat cong cam but mdt 1an nita chi dé bién mong wdc cta t6i thanh sy that."

Man swong da tan di, cé thé nhin ro dugc nhiéu viéc. Dat tiéu thuyét
tw sang tac cho ngwoi tinh vao két sat, 1ay mot bit danh khong ai biét lam
mat khau, tién hanh chuan bi dé sau khi minh chét c6 ay sé md két sat ra...
Tat ca cac budc ki la va cong phu nay déu la vi mot ban thdo danh lam qua
tang nguwoi yéu dau.
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Kayama Akira cat ki tdc pham dén mitc dy, chac la vi khong mudn ai
khac ngoai ba Keiko doc dwgc. Mot tac pham doc nhat vo nhi, nhung lai vo
gia tri doi vdi nguwdi ngoai. Ciing giong nhw mo hinh dong 2 xu kia.

"Suy dén cung, mong wdc cta bac la...?"

T6i héi nhung van chua nghe cau tra 10i. Ba Keiko khoanh tay, cti
madt nhu xau ho.

"Khi cé tudi, con nguoi lai hay suy nghi nhu tré con. Khong biét cé
phai vi thwong xuyén nhg vé ngay xwa khong. Mdy nam nay t6i van nung
ndu y muodn bwdc vao thé gidi trong tdc pham ctia Ranpo. Gidéng nhuw ngwoi
dan ong di vao trong tranh vai... T6i biét d6 la mot giac mo dién r6, nhung
cling da tung tam sy v6i Akira."

Hién thé 1a méng do, mong dém mdi la thuc.

Chac chan Kayama Akira khong cudi cgt khi nghe tam sy do. Ngugc
lai, dé bién diéu wéc cua Keiko thanh sy that, 6ng da bé cong bé sic dé
chuan bi tirng buéc mot.

Do chuan bi chwa xong nén méi xdy rahon loan, nhung di vat
KayamaAkira dé lai, gio da & trong tay KishiroKeiko.

"Tiéu thuyét nay cé 1é la cau chuyén vé mot ngudi dan ba giong véi
toi ddy. Toi muon vira di vira thong tha doc nhw trong 'Ké chu du cung bitc
tranh vai... V&i tw cach doc gia dau tién va cling 1a cudi cung." Ba n6i, ngon
tay cham cham lan theo dong tén tac gia Ejima Hishou. "T6i rdt mu6n héi
anh ay can ké hon vé cu6n tiéu thuyét... Ca y nghia cta but danh ki la nay
nita, nhung khong con co hoi nita roi."

"Bac Keiko!" Gigng Shioriko bong tré nén tram lang. D6 la théi quen
khi c6 n6i chuyén nghiém tic. "Tac pham dau tién ma Kayama Akira doc
ctia Ranpo c6 phdi 1a 'Khoi vang' khong a?"
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Kishiro Keiko strng sot trong gidy lat, "Pung thé, nhung chau nghe ai
ké vay? Akira khong phdi ngudi hay tho 16 vé tudi tho ctia minh."

"Me chau da tirng hoi chuyén 6ng Kayama, duwgc biét ong doc Ranpo
lan dau vao nam 11 tudi, qua mot tdc pham danh cho thiéu nién. Kayama
Akira sinh nam 1928. Truyén duwgc dang trén Cau lac bo thiéu nién vao
nam 6ng dy 11 tudi, thc nam 1939, 1a 'Khéi vang'." Bung thé, lan dau tién
Kayama Akira doc truyén ctia Ranpo la qua tap chi. Tong hgp nhitng dir
kién da nghe duogc thi c6 thé doan ra tén truyén.

'Khoi vang' 1a cau chuyén vé cudc canh tranh dé mé mat khau chi cho
cat giau kho bau. Cé6 Akechi Kogoro va cau nhéc Kobayashi, nhung khong
c6 quai nhan hai muwoi khuon mdt va doi tham t nhi. Vi 1€ d6 ma khong
duoc biét dén nhiéu..."

"Co6 thé. Nhung Akira van hay néi day la diém khd&i dau cua minh.
Rang du la truyén phiéu lwu danh cho tré em, nhung xét trong dong truyén
c6 yéu to suy luan thi d6 van la tac pham dau tién anh doc. Du vé sau doc
thém bao nhiéu truyén di nita, tic pham dau tién dy van chita dung nhiéu
chi tiét kh6 quén."

Inoue cua tiém sach Hitori cling no6i twong tw, rang series Doi tham tw
nhi 1a trdi nghiém dau tién vé tiéu thuyét suy luan cia 6ng. Thoi dai nao
cling c6 nhitng ngwoi mang nang maot ki niém nhu thé.

"Bac c6 nhd tén nhan vat chinh trong 'Khoi vang' khéng a? La con trai
cta chu nhan nam gitr mat khau, Mihase Hujio..."

Kishiro Keiko khong phan tng gi. Chac la khong nhd ra.
"DP6 la mot thiéu nién giau cé ciling séng trong mot toa nha kiéu Tay,

trac tu6i ong Kayama lic bay gio. C6 1é ong da rat phan khich khi dat minh
vao vi tri nhan vat chinh."
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Shioriko luc tdi tote 1ay gidy va but, bat dau viét dé Kishiro Keiko cé
thé nhin thay.

mihase hujio
ejima hishou

Nhin mot ldac thi ngay ca toi cling da hiéu y nghia. Bay la phép dao
chit cai. Kishiro Keiko nhan ra, lién khong nhin dwgc cudi.

"That c& nhu tré con vay!" Cwoi bang giong nghen ngao xong, ba lay
khan tay ra cham mat.

8

Pirng nhin cho dén khi Kishiro Keiko khuat dang sau cong soat vé ga
Kamakura, ching t6i quay lai, bat dau budc di. Bé n6i chuyén v6i em gai
va chdu trai ctia ba ay vé viéc thu mua kho sach thi phai quay lai nha cta
Kishiro Keiko. Viéc quan ly nha va kho sach da dugc giao phé cho hai
nguoi.

Ra khdi tram dirng xe buyt, ching t6i huwéng vé phd Wakamiya Oji. Vi
hoa anh dao dang do twoi dep, nén ching t6i dinh vira ngam hoa vira di ve.
Du chi vay théi, toi cling cam thay nhuw dang hen ho.

Ching t6i bang qua 16i di danh cho khach b hanh ngay truéc cong
torii thi hai nam strng sitng trén dwong 16n. Cong torii nay mé sang 16i dan
1én dén. Khach tham quan da dong hon Iic ndy. Chac ho cling dang ngam
hoa anh dao né ro nhu chung toi.

HDep qué! "

Shioriko cam than, ditng budc ngay dwdi cong torii. Gid bién ua tdi,
long vao mai toc den bay lat phat. C6 thé la do chi cach bién mdt con
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dwong nén gié ¢ doan nay rat manh. Tam nhin bi che khuat b&i mudn van
canh hoa anh dao cudn xoay trong khong trung.

Khéng hiéu do hoa hay do nguyén nhan nao khac, nhung ching toi
khong nhan ra mot phu nit do khodc den dang tién dén gan. Khi nghe thay
tiéng thi ba da ditng ngay trvdc mat roi.

"May dita vira ra ga phai khong?"

Shinokawa Chieko hoi. Ngay lap titc, thai do cua Shioriko trg nén gay
gat. Tinh ra thi da qua trwa tir 1au r6i. BGi vay ba cé xuat hién lic nao di
nita cting khong co gi la.

"Con c6 da dén nha ba Keiko?" Tbi hoi.

"U'! Chi con céi két rong v4i cd em géi... That tiéc qua!"

Nhung nét mit ba khong té vé dang tiéc 1dm. Anh mét nhin nhu xody
vao con gai trong that dang so.

"Trong két sat khong phai la ban thdo dau tién cia Ranpo. Phéng doan
ctia me sai bét roi... Kho sach ctia ba Kishiro Keiko cling do chiing con thu
mua." Giong Shioriko day vé khiéu khich. Hiém khi thay c6 thé nay.

"Khong phai ban thdo dau tién ctia 'Ké chu du cung bitc tranh vai' sao?
Hoi kho tin ddy... Vay, cai gi & trong d6?"

"Pé con ndi cho."

Van giir thai do buc doc, c6 bat dau ké tir dau dén cudi. To6i nghi cling
khong phai chuyén can giau giém, nhung trong long rat ngac nhién khi c6
dé dang néi ra. Khong hiéu sao t6i c6 cam giac la c6 dang rat mién cuong.

Pén doan tién Kishiro Keiko ¢ ga Kamakura, Shinokawa Chieko chép
nhe mat dudi cap kinh ram.
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"T&i do la hét a?"
"Um. Khong c6 chuyén gi dé néi v6i me nita. Pi thoi, anh Daisuke!"
"Pung la Shioriko da ganh vac qua nhiéu réi!"

Trudc 16i lam bam t6 vé dang tiéc dé, Shioriko quay dau lai. Khoang
cach gitra hai nguwdi thu ngan hon ltic nay.

"Nghia la sao?"

"Me nghi Kishiro khong phai la ngwoi dé ttng phé dau. Méac du khong
phai ké xau, nhung la dang nguwoi quyét gianh duwge cai quan trong vai
minh bang moi gia..." B4t nhién, ba mim cwoi r6i ddo dau ngén tay qua lai
gitta ban than va con gai. "Giong hét ching ta vay doé."

T6i rung minh. Lic tredc Shioriko cling ti'ng qua mat tat cd moi nguoi
xung quanh dé bdo vé ban in dau tién quy gia cia Dazai Osamu. Puwong
nhién, vu viéc van chwa cong khai. Ngwoi biét am muu do, ké ca biét viéc
van con ban in dau tién chi c6 minh t6i.

"Pirng reom ra. Hay n6i ngan gon nhitng gi muén néi di."

Truwdce thai do danh thép cua co con gai, Shinokawa Chieko dwa ngon
tré 1én. Giong hét diéu bo ctia Shioriko ltic ly gidi nhitng diéu bi an.

"Tai sao trong két sat chi c6 ban thdo giad ctia Kayama th6i? Con da
nghi dén chwa?"

"Chac la doi véi hai ngudi ho thi ban thdo dé 1a thit quan trong nhat.
Khong phai la chuyén 16n lao gi..."

"Dé bién mong mudn cda Kishiro thanh hién thwe, Kayama da chuan
bi ban thdo cung lam la trong mdy nam nay thoéi. Nhung ma, chac chan la
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c6 vat quy gia hon han dwgc dé trong két sat tir rat xa xwa roi. Vat dé da di
dau?"

Shioriko nhw bi dam tring cho dau. Keiko mudn buéc vao thé gigi
trong tac pham ctiia Ranpo m@&i may nam nay th6i, nhuwng Kayama Akira da
chia sé vGi Inoue cta tiém sach Hitori "kha lau r6i" vé vat quy trong két,
"kha lau" rat cé thé la truwdc ca thoi diém "mdy nam nay". Néu vay thi vat
do da di dau?

"Kishiro c6 cho con xem toan b ban thdo khong? Nhiéu lam chac
cling chi mot, hai to. Khong phai sao?"

Shioriko khong tra 10i, nhung doi vai run 1én. Moi diéu ba néi déu
trung phéc. Ngay ca chiung t6i cling khong nghi minh phai kiém tra chi li
ban thdo ma ngudi qua co viét danh tang nguwdi yéu. Nhung, néu nhu do la
diém mu thi sao?

"Vay me la gi?"

Shioriko néi nhw rén ri. Nguwoi me tién 1én mot bwédc, nét mat twoi cuwoi
hién lanh nhv mu6n bao boc 14y ¢6. Nét mat thu hit ca t6i dang ditng quan
sat bén canh.

"Con da hiéu r6i phai khong? Chinh xac la Kayama da viét truyén tang
cho tinh nhéan... Nhung khong han tir dau dén cudi déu la van ctia 6ng ay.
C6 kha nang dé la mot phan ban thdo dau tién ctia 'Ké chu du cung bitc
tranh vai' ma ong da thtra ké ti* nguwdi cha, va hoan tat ban thdo bang hinh
thitc viét thém vao phan con thiéu. Cach lam dé ciing thyc hién dugc
nguyén vong cua Kishiro ding khong? Con hon la ché tdc han mot ban
thao gia."

"Do6 chi la gia thuyét thoi."

"Liéu con gia thuyét nao c6 kha nang cao hon va hap dan hon khéng?"
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Shioriko khong sao phan bién dwgc. Bat chgt t6i nghi nguwdi phu ni
nay noi ngan ay chuyén khong phdi chi la suy luan don thuan, ma that ra
muon thu hit déi phwong nham ra ré lam gi dé...

Shinokawa Chieko chia mot tay cho con gai. Nhitng ngon tay dep
khong in dau tubi tac veon thang tap nhw lwdi dao.

"DPi nao, Shioriko!"
"Hé?"

"Pubi theo Kishiro. Bay gio con kip. Yéu cau ba ta cho xem béan théo.
Khong chirng lai doc dwgce ban thdo chwa titng cong bo cuia Ranpo thoi
thanh nién day, cho du chi la mot phan di nita. Con khong hao hitng sao?"

Madt Shioriko héng hao trd lai. Chac chan c6 dang hinh dung chinh
minh khi doc ban thdo d6. Cam gidc nhw c6 nu cuwdi phang phat trén moi
c6. Nhung c6 mau chéng lac dau xua tan no.

"Con con tiém sach ntta. Hon hét, néu di véi me..."

"Con ct nghi vai ngay cting dugc ma. Chi di vai ngay thoi. H6i nay
me ciling da goi dién cho Ayaka, con bé bao rang néu chiing ta lam lanh tré
lai thi n6 rat hoan nghénh. Mudn tréng tiém gium bao 1au cling dugc..."

"Con khéng muon lam lanh v&i me!" Shioriko hét 1én, gay gat dén noi
khach tham quan xung quanh ciing phai quay dau lai. Khong chirng day la
lan dau tién t6i thay cd tirc gian dén thé nay.

"Um. Ciing khé 1am lanh 1dm nhi... Me di bé con t6i mudi nim roi."
Du thé, Shinokawa Chieko van khong ha tay xu6ng. Ba tiép tuc thuyét
phuc bang giong n6i ém &i nhu rét vao tai. "Con han me ciing khéng sao.
Nhung hay di cung me, Shioriko! Me sé ké cho con nghe nhiéu chuyén doc
dao, vé nhitng thit quy gia, nhw ban thdo dau tién cia 'Ké chu du cung bitc
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tranh vai'... Trong muwdi nam nay, me da trong thay, da trdi nghiém rat
nhiéu. Trén thé gidi con bao diéu con chwa biét. Chac con cling cé hitng thu
ma?"

Shioriko khong tra 16, nhung déi mat da anh lén sy thich thu. Cé co
héi tro chuyén thoa chi véi nguwdi giau kién thitc vé sach hon minh, khéng
thé nao khong thay hap dan duoc.

To6i sttng sot nin ldang trwdc dién bién cau chuyén ma nam mo ciing
khong hinh dung n6i nay. Chinh t6i con bi 4p déao bai tirng 10i tirng chit ctia
Shinokawa Chieko nita la.

Dot nhién, mot cdm gidc den t6i bat an lan rong trong 16ng nguc.

Néu Shioriko cit thé nay ma di v&i me thi khong phai chi la chuyén di
vai ngay. Mdt tuan, mot thang, khéng chirng la ca doi, cd cling sé khong
quay lai Biblia...

"Di nao! Shioriko! Khong con thoi gian nita dau."

Bat chgt bi 16i kéo bai tiéng ndi sac bén, ban tay khong cam nang cta
Shioriko t tir gio 1én. Mat nhin xa xam nhw dang ndm mo.

Hién thé 1a méng do, mong dém mdi la thuyc.

Cau noi cta Ranpo nhu tia chép w6t qua dau. T6i c6 cam giac rang
minh khong thé dé co di.

"Shioriko!"

Khi t6i bat ngo cat tiéng goi thi c¢6 giat minh dirng tay lai. Nhung t6i
khong biét phai néi gi tiép theo. Shioriko liéc nhin t6i dang rau ri. Anh séng
trd vé trong mat bén trong cdp kinh. Lai la ¢c6 nhw moi khi.

"Con khong di."
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"Tai sao? Co6 chuyén gi quan trong hon viéc xem ban thdo dau tién cta
'Ké chu du cung btre tranh vai'?"

Suy nghi mot hoi 1au, Shioriko nhe nhang noi, "Co."

Khoéng biét la chuyén quan trong gi. Bat ngo Shioriko quay lai nhin t6i
dang nghiéng dau thac mac, cham rai gidi thich.

"Vi ngay nghi ti€p theo con sé hen ho véi anh Daisuke."
9

T6i khong ro Shioriko chi dang gitt ding 10i hita mot cach citng nhac
hay that long coi trong viéc hen ho cung t6i. T6i cling kha chac chan la con
lau 1am nira m&i biét cau tra 1oi.

Nhung du sao thi ngay nghi tiép theo chiing toi cling sé di choi vé6i
nhau. Vi Shioriko khéng c6 diém dén wa thich nao, va von di ¢6 da lo lang
khong biét hen ho cu thé gom nhitng ndi dung gi, nén téi quyét dinh sé di
long vong vung Minatomirai & Yokohama. Von la cang bién cii nén c6
nhiéu diém tham quan, cting khong phai lo vé cho an uéng.

Shioriko phuc sitc khac han ngay thuwong, vay lién in hoa dai dén dau
g0i, ao khoac len, t6c budc cao 16 gdy. Co6 cling trang diém can than hon
moi khi. Khi t6i 14y hét can ddm khen dep qua thi ¢6 tra 10i thang than 1a co
ban thud nho tén la Ryu da len y twéng va thuc hién toan bo. A, con cap
kinh thi van nhw moi khi.

Dé Shioriko d& mét vi chan dang bi dau, chiing t6i di long vong xen
ké nghi giai lao, nhung du di dau thi két cuc cling toan néi chuyén sach cii
ctia Ranpo va tin tic vé nhitng ngudi lién quan dén dot ty thac lan nay.

Khong biét bay gio Kishiro Keiko dang ¢ vung nao. Cho dén khi vét
thwong hoi phuc, Tanabe Kuniyo sé sdng cung con trai trong ng6i nha
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Yukinoshita. Theo ding 16i hita, toan bo kho sach do tiém sach cii Biblia
thu mua. Bay gio chiing dang dugc chét trong kho. Shioriko n6i mot nira sé
dem ra trung bay & Hoi trao doi sach cii, phan con lai sé ban dan dan & tiém
va ca qua mang.

Pang tiém Hitori, Inoue va Naomi ra sao thi t6i cling khong r6. Nhung
Naomi van di lam & d6. Mong sao chuyén hai nguwdi duge suon sé.

Tiép theo, t6i nghe Shioriko ké dua thit vé series D0oi tham ti nhi, hao
hitng vé sw khac nhau gitta ban thdo viét trwdc chién tranh va viét lai sau
chién tranh. Nhung khong noi téi muoi tiéng dong ho dau. T6i da cling chi
chirng hai tiéng.

Dung xong com t6i & mot nha hang Y khong dét 1dm, Shioriko néi
muon di vong du quay. Vong du quay lén nhw chiéc dong ho khong 16 1a
dia diém noi tiéng ctia Minatomirai. Nhung khi ching t6i dén noi thi n6
tam ngung hoat dong ban dém do anh huwdng ctia dong dat.

Cling da kha tré nén chung t6i quyét dinh di dao thém chut nita réi ve.
Qua hét pho di bo, chiung t6i huwéng vé ga JR Sakuragicho. Tuy dudng sat
cli dd ngirng hoat dong nhung van con dwong ray trén mat dat. Co 1€ la
ngay thuong nén hau nhw khéng cé béng nguoi.

Co6 1€ do chit rwvgu uéng & tiém an t6i, nén chiung téi c6 thé nam tay
nhau ti nhién.

"Anh Daisuke, hom nay anh c6 vui khong?" Trong tam trang hung
phan, Shioriko héi thang. C6 cling n6i minh titu lwgng kém nén c6 1€ da say
r6i. Khi toi trd 161 1a vui 1am thi c6 phu hoa véi giong han hoan. "T6i cling
vui lam! Rat vui!"

Sau d6 co6 chu méi, bat dau huyt sdo bang giong khan khan vung vé
nhw moi khi. Pay 1a théi quen hiém khi xuat hién ngoai lic say swa doc
sach.
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Trong dau t6i hién Ién thac mac, rang c6 vui hon viéc doc sach khong,
nhung t6i khong hoi thanh 16i.

Ngoai ra, t6i van con ban khoan mét diéu. Lic gap Shinokawa Chieko
& gan 16i vao dén Tsurugaoka Hachimangu, néu t6i khong goi tén Shioriko
thi sao?

Liéu c6 c6 dudi theo ban thao ctia Ranpo nhw 101 rt ré ctia me? Lan tdi
néu lai c6 viéc twong ty xdy ra, khong biét lic dy c6 cé dirng budc? Hay sé
di mat hit giong nhw me ctia minh?

Bay gio Shinokawa Chieko dang & dau, ching t6i khong hé hay biét.
Sau khi bi con gai tir choi, ba di ngay ra ga Kamakura. Khong biét ba c6
du6i kip nguwdi dan ba chu du khong phai cung bic tranh vai ma la cung
ban thédo viét tay hay khong?

Anh mét lanh ling nhw ddm vao t6i cia Shinokawa Chieko ldc 1o di,
c6 1€ sudt cudc doi toi cling khong quén duge. Ba nhin ma nhw dang ghim
tat ca an oan veé t6i vao ki .

Bay gio nght lai, t6i c6 cam giac ly do duy nhat khién nguwdi phu nit do
quay vé Kamakura chinh la Shioriko. Chac chan ba mu6n c6 mot cong suw
cong hién toan bo kién thitc va suy nghi. Cong s do lai la di¥a con rudt thit
nita thi khong ché vao dau dugc.

Két qua 1a toi da can tré dyu dinh cda ba, va cé 1€ da chudc 1dy sy hon
oan cta ngudoi phu nit bi 4n nay. Mot ngay nao doé, ba sé lai xuat hién trudc
mat ching t6i. Néu toi can than thi c6 1€ sé khong gap ton that.

To6i cling con mot diéu nghi ngd vé ba, va sé sém lam rd v&i mot ai dé.

"Anh Daisuke, anh c6 nghe khong?"
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Shioriko hoi xoay mat sang t6i. Do cai nang hay sao ma trong tu thé
ctia co6 khong dugce 6n dinh.

"Xin 16i, c6 noi gi nhi?"
"No6i rang t6i muon tdi day nita."

Shioriko 1ap lai 10i noi vGi vé ngai ngung, doan cui mat e then. Cling
da bét say roi, nhung ca hai déu chwa cé y dinh roi tay nhau ra.

"Toi cling vay."

T6i dam chiéu trong khi cAm nhan hoi &m & long ban tay. Khong phai
lic nao ban tay nay cling ndm trong tam vd&i. Toi can phdi truyén dat diéu
minh dang nghi.

"Shioriko!"

Chuing t6i ding lai & chiéc cau sat nho trén duong di dao. Bém ém
dem khong c6 gié xuan.

"Lam ban gai toi nhé!"

Mac du khéng tr6i chdy bang lic c6 gidi dap nhitng bi an, nhwng cudi
cung toi cling c6 thé thad that long minh.

"Toi da ludon yéu em!"
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SHIORIKO VA DUNG NHAN HAI
MAT

Mikami En
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Phan Keét
Bubi chiéu, lic dong ctra, tiém sach cii Biblia tré nén yén tinh.

Toi mang tién 1é trong quay dén may dém tién xu, ngdng mdt nhin
dong ho.

Shioriko khéng c6 trong tiém. C6 da ra ngoai gap kién tric sw dé ban
bac vé viéc stta nha chinh. Ma khong chirng, chinh la do c6 khong muo6n
cham mat t6i. T khi té tinh, da ba ngay tr6i qua ma t6i van chwa nhan
dwoc cau tra 10oi.

Shinokawa Ayaka chwa vé vi dang sinh hoat & cau lac bo. Chi cé6 minh
toi trong ngoi nha nay.

Pang nghi cling sap tdi gio vé réi thi ngoai tiém vong vao tiéng phanh
xe danh kit. Vai phat sau, 6ng Shida trong chiéc 4o thun tay dai va gi 1é
giong hom trude kéo ctra bude vao.

"Hoa anh dao & chua Engaku sap tan hét roi... Chao, van cai mat u am
nhw moi khi nhi!"

Ong vui vé néi roi tién lai gan quay. Hom nay dng khong cam gi trong
tay ca. Vi ong dén day dé gap toi, nén ciing khong c6 gi dang ngac nhién.

"Sang nay vé nha thay thw nhan, tao sitng sot qua chirng."

"Chau xin 16i, lam 6ng phai cat cong tGi."
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T6i hom qua t6i c6 ghé qua gam cau, nhung 6ng Shida khong cé & do
nén toi da dé lai 161 nhan.

"Chuyén gi nao, chuyén gi ma chi muén néi vai tao théi? Ban chuyén
gi?"

"Khong phai la ban a... Ma c¢6 thi chdu muén nhd 6ng xem gitp mot
chuat."

Toi l1ay trong ngdn kéo ra tam thiép nhé mau trang gap doi. Pay la tdim
thiép hom qua toi mugn ong Inoue ¢ tiém sach Hitori.

"Day la cai gi vay? Thiép Giang sinh a?"

"Giang sinh nam ngoai, Shinokawa Chieko da gwi cai nay cho chu
tiém sach Hitori."

Toi ma thiép cho ong xem nodi dung bén trong.

Gtri anh Taichiro Inoue,

O d6 con lanh 1dm nhi.

Khi nao gdp con gai toi, anh dung doa nat no nita nhé.

Ca cau Gora Daisuke hién dang lam tiém cling vay, c6 vé la nguoi
dang hoang nén mong anh hoa thuan véi cau ay.

Ma hinh nhu cau dy khéng doc dugce sach thi phai.
"Cai nay khong biét l1a sao nhi?"

"T nam ngodi, Ayaka da lién tuc gii mail cho me. Ké hét tinh hinh &
day, nhv mot dang nhat ki vay... Vi thé chau da nghi rang moi thong tin ro
ri t&i c6 Chieko theo cach dy. Nhung gio nghi ki thi thay ndi dung trong
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tam thiép rat la. Hom no bon chau da n6i chuyén véi 6ng trong bép nha
chinh, ding khéong a? Va Ayaka khong hé biét dén sy ton tai ctia tiém sach
Hitori, nén khong thé nao biét Shioriko va 6ng Inoue khong wa nhau dugc.
ft nhat thi Shinokawa Chieko ciing dd nhan tin tifc tir mot ngudi khac."

Ong Shida ngay ra nghe tdi n6i, nhung tdi vira ngitng 15i thi 6ng xen
vao bang vé mat kho s@, "Tao khong hiéu lam nhung... Chuyén do ciing
lién quan dén tao sao?"

"Vang." T6i gat dau ndi ti€p. "Chac chan la dao gan day c6 Chieko
cling mdi lien lac v6i nguoi do. Bita trwdc, bon chau nhan 10i uy thac caa
mot ngwoi song ¢ Yukinoshita..."

"A, con bé em ¢ tiém nay da noi chuyen do."

"Vé sau c6 Chieko cling xudt hién & nha ay. Nhung ma vao thoi diém
ching ta néi chuyén, hau nhw khong ai biét dén 16i ay thac. Nhitng nguoi
uy thac thi cling c6 an tinh nén chi mudn gidi quyét trong pham vi lién quan
th6i. Chau da ban khoan suot, khong biét né 16 ra tr ngudi nao..."

"Tém lai la ai? Tao ghét chuyén dai dong cham chap lam day."

"La 6ng Shida!" Tai tra 16i. "Ong 1a nguén tin thyc sy cia Shinokawa
Chieko, ding khong? Vi hay ra vao tiém sach Hitori, 6ng sé biét m6i quan
hé gitra Shioriko va Inoue. Va bay nay 6ng van giit lién lac vdi c6 Chieko,
co6 1€ la tir rat 1au trede khi chau lam & tiém nay."

"E!I" Ong Shida tron tron thém doi mit dang m& to. "Chd may biét tao
song ¢ dau ma. O gam cau do6. Pau c6 dién thoai cAm tay. Lam sao lién lac
dwoc voi nguoi khong ¢ Nhat Ban chi!"

"Ong chat hodc gri mail & quan ca phé internet. Ching phai chinh 6ng
cling n6i hay dung né thay vi nha tdm cong cong sao? Hom trudc 6ng noi
phai tam nén vé gap, la dé lién lac vGi cd Chieko, ding chit?"
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Bau khong khi im ldng bao trum. T6i chuan bi tinh than chd phén bién
ctia doi phuong.

Ong Shida nhin chim chim vao mdt diém, suy nghi rat lung. Ching
bao lau sau, 6ng ling ting xoa cédi dau cao troc bong loang. Mac du ty
minh diéu tra, nhung t6i cling ban tin ban nghi. Ai ma ngo dugc 6ng ay va
Shinokawa Chieko lai 1én It lién lac v6i nhau.

"Khi xwa, tao cling hay mua sach ¢ tiém nay. Mua theo danh muc, dat
hang qua thu."

"Hé!"
To6i 1én tiéng. Vi sedori phai nam vitng thong tin hét mirc c6 thé, nén
viéc ong Shida la khach hang thwong xuyén cuta tiém sach cii cling khong

c6 gi la. T6i chwa tirng nghi 6ng dy da 1gi dung tiém nay. Néu la khach
hang mua sach qua thu thi thudc phan quan ly ctia Shinokawa Chieko.

"Vi thé ma ong than véi c6 Chieko... ta? Nhung trong danh ba khach
hang, cai tén Shida..."

"Thoi, dirng di sau vao chi tiét nhan than. Vi khéng nhitng an giau
nhiéu sy tinh, tiém nay sé con tré nén phitc tap diu moi kiéu nita day."

Ong Shida khoe ham ring tréng mot cach day ngu y. Ra vay, ti nghi.
Cai tén Shida khong phai la tén that.

"Nhung tai sao 6ng lai nghe 161 mot nguwdi nhu thé?"

Shida dot ngot cau may thanh hinh chit bat, "Tao hiéu tam trang chu
may, nhung doi vdi tao dé khong phai 'mot nguwdi nhw thé', ma la an nhan."

"An nhan?"
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"V1 Chieko khong con ¢ day nén tao cling khong mua sach cii cua
tiém nay nita. Tao gap lai c6 khodng ba nam vé trwéc. Cé thé tao da tirng ké
lodng thodng roi. Ca cong viéc va gia dinh déu da xay ra da thé chuyén...
Néu biét ro sy tinh, chac trong mat may difa tao cling sé thanh mot 'mot
nguoi nhuw thé' day. Tom lai 13, tao tré nén chan doi va budng bo toan bo di
sang Pai Loan."

"Pai Loan?"

"C6é lién quan dén ngudi quen cii. Giai thich so théi, nhung két cuc la
vi ké d6 ma tao bi cudn vao rac réi. Tao can mot it tién, nhung bay gio
khong thé trd dugc. Vao lic tién thodi lvdng nan, tao bat ngo gdp Chieko...
Co da nghe tao no6i chuyén rat lau. Va khong néi mot 10i, c6 dwa cho tao so
tién can thiét, vé may bay lwgt vé va mot quyén sach quy ma cé giir gin tw
lau."

"Sach a?"

"Chu may cling biét ma. Cuén Nguoi di mét lia - Thanh Andersen,
cua Koyama Kiyoshi."

T6i khong noi duge gi. Do 1a quyén sach ma 6ng Shida rat quy. N6
von la sach ctia Shinokawa Chieko a? Ching t6i da lung tim quyén sach ma
khong biét n6 von la sach cia ngudi phu nit ay.

"Thé khi quyén sach bi 1ay cap... Ly do 6ng ké chuyén do6 vé4i tiém nay
la dé bat bon chau tim phai khong? Vu viéc cling dugc sap dat..."

"Ldy dau ra! Chi la ngau nhién thoi." Shida phay tay that manh truéc
mat minh. "Voén di tao khong biét rd Shinokawa Chieko da lam nhirng gi &
tiém nay... Di nhién ké ca chuyén con bé chu tiém cé 'tai nang' gidi quyét
rac r6i nita. Nguwoi khuyén tao nhg Biblia trg gitip tim sach chinh la Chieko
ddy. Tao rat biét on may dita vi da mang sach vé cho tao, nhung duv vi
khong dé chiu lam. Bdi thé tao da c6 16i khuyén chii may. Tao nghi rang tai
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nang dac biét qua roi cudi cung cling bo nha ra di nhw Shinokawa Chieko
thoi."

Vay ra, ong Shida khuyén to6i 1a do da c6 tdm guwong tay li€p cula
Chieko, ma t6i ltic dé chwa thé hiéu dugec.

"Khong thé n6i Chieko t6t hoan toan... Nhung tao nghi co ciing khong
phadi 1a nguwoi xau. Tao khong biét may dita sé tiép nhan sy that thé nao,
nhung viéc ¢6 nhd tao ciing la binh thwong ma. C6 muén tao khi cé thoi
gian ranh thi qua xem tinh hinh nha Shinokawa va bao cho c6 biét thoi.
Thinh thodng Chieko ciing lién lac v&i chong, nhwng nghe néi anh chong
da gidu bién bénh tat ciia minh. Chieko ciing lo lang nhitng mat khac cua
gia dinh nita nén mudn c6 thong tin. Tao nghi mong mudn d6 khéng phai la
qua dang, nen da nhan 10i."

Mot khia canh t6i chwa tirng biét vé Shinokawa Chieko gio da hé 10.
Thi ra ba van lién lac v&i chong minh. Thi ra ba van chwa ly hon, nén dén
bay gid van giit ho Shinokawa.

"Nhung, chang phdi c6 Chieko da ngo lo tin nhan ctia Ayaka sao? Néu
thue tam lo lang thi it ra cling phai tra 16i..."

"Chu may dong ndao thém mot chut di." Shida noi vGi vé mat ngan
ngam. "Chieko bé nha ra di da dwgc mudi nam r6i. Co con gai bat dau gui
mail lau lam cling ti* nam ngodai nam kia th6i. Sau mot khoang thdi gian dai
bién biét nhw thé, rat c6 thé Chieko quén kiém tra mail & dia chi dé."

"A." Nghe giai thich thi ciing hop ly ddy. "Nghia 1a khong doc phai
khong?"

"Ban dau day la dia chi mail 1dp ra dé nhan thw ctia con gai. Vi khong
dung cho cong viéc nén han rang Chieko khong kiém tra thudong xuyén.
Vao trudc ngay vé nha nay, cé 1é c¢6 dy da voi vang doc hét nhitng mail ton
trong may chu. "
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"Me doc hét ddy... Nhung vi mot s6 nguyén nhan nén khong thé viét
mail tra 10i." Khi dugc hoi la c6 thwong doc mail khong thi Shinokawa
Chieko da khong tra 101 thang. "Mot s6 nguyén nhan" chi don gian la viéc
khong biét c6 mail gt téi.

"Thi c& noi that ra chi?"

"C6 1é Chieko nghi bién minh nay no lai giong ly do ly trau. Ban than
co cling hiéu dugc tinh nghiém trong ctia viéc bé nha ra di suét mwdi nam
troi chit. Co cling nghi cho gia dinh theo cach riéng ctia minh day."

Hinh anh Shinokawa Chieko Ituc ru ré Shioriko di theo hién lén trong
dau t6i. Ca anh mat lanh lung nhw dao ba ném vao t6i nita. C6 thé ba nghi
cho gia dinh that, nhung cach nght kha khac biét vGi nguoi binh thuong,
bat nguon tir mot cam xuic qua manh mé, qua dir doi.

"R6t cudc la tai sao ba dy lai roi khoi day? Néu nhu lo lang cho gia
dinh thi..."

Khi t6i hoi, 6ng Shida nhin lang di cho khac nhw dé lan tranh cau tra

2

1oi.
"Ong biét khong a?"

"Tao khong biét ro rang... Nhung dirng c6 ndi véi ai day. Tam thdi tao
bi bat phai giit bi mat."

To6i im lang gat dau.
"Nguyén nhan la sach day."
"Sach a?"

T6i budt miéng hoi lai. Ong Shida """ mot tiéng.
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"Co néi di dé theo dudi sach. Mot quyén sach cii quy gia ma khi long
va doi con binh yén thi con chwa c6 duwgce. Nghe néi dén gio c¢6 van dang
tim kiém no."

Tiéng chudéng bao & gac chan tau vang lén, ching t6i ngirng noi
chuyen.

Mot lat sau, tau dién tr tir trvon vao san ga long anh vang cam cta
vang mat trdi sap tat.

Bén ngoai tiém, khéng gian ct t6i dan.
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SHIORIKO VA DUNG NHAN HAI
MAT

Mikami En
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Loi Bat

Khi viét xong tap 3, tdi da quyét dinh tap tiép theo sé viét vé Edogawa
Ranpo. Vi khuon khoé titng chwong 1a khéng du, nén toi st dung toan bo
dung lwgng cta tap nay cho cha dé dy. T6i ct nghi don gidn la Ranpo
khong xa la gi v&i minh, nén madi sang he m@i chinh thitc nghién ctru tw
lieu.

Trong phan 10i bat cia quyén trwdc t6i cd ghi la "Cé 1€ mua dong
truyén sé xong", dw dinh xuat ban vao thang Mudi hai. Chac vi toi tinh toan
rang dau thu sé viét xong chang?

Va bay gio, thoi diém to6i viét 101 bat nay la thang Giéng... Bay ciing la
tap khién t6i mat nhiéu thoi gian nhat.

Khong it ngudi khi nghi vé Ranpo déu cho rang "khoéng phai la tac gia
hoan toan xa la". Toi cling c6 cam giac ong la mot tac gia quen thudc tw
Xtra, luon toén tai dau do trong ki c. Cudi cung toi phai thady xau ho vi sy
thiéu hiéu biét cia ban than, bdi khi nghién cttu thi mdéi bat gap toan nhitng
giai thoai thu vi minh chwa biét dén bao gio. Doi vdi toi, khoang thoi gian
ngup lan trong tu liéu la khodng thoi gian vui vé khéng thé nao quén, gia
kéo dai mai ra dugc thi tot.

Du gi sach cling da dén lic xuat ban. Viéc con lai chi 1a cau mong cac
doc gia cam thdy day la mot tap truyén tha vi.
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Twr khi xuat ban tap 1 Biblia dén nay da gan hai nam. Moi treong xung
quanh t6i thay doi rat nhiéu bdi lién tuc c6 nhitng chuyén vui nhw quang ba
hodc ban ban quyén ra nwdc ngoai... Mdc du vay, cac thao tac ctia cong viéc
nay hoan toan khong thay doi. D6 la thu thap théng tin ban dau, xay dung
cot truyén, viét, chinh stta. Nhitng thao tdc nhé nhat ma ti mi.

Dau vay, t6i rat cam kich vi c6 thé kiém song nhad viét sach trong thoi
dai day bién dong khé doan dinh twong lai thé nay. Tt day vé sau toi cling
sé van co gang lam viéc cham chi va can than.

O tap 4, tdi da nhan dugc sy gidp d& cta rt nhiu don vi va ca nhan.
Pdc biét la Trung tam nghién cttu van hoa dai chung twéng niém Edogawa
Ranpo treong Pai hoc Rikkyo, nha sach Yagi, cung vién bao tang chia khoa
va két sat da cho t6i biét nhiéu diéu quy bau, toi xin chan thanh cdm on.

Cau chuyén vé tiém sach cii Biblia da di dwgc nira chdang duwong. Néu
dwgc cac doc gia dong hanh dén cudi cung, t6i sé rat lay lam hanh phic.

Mikami En
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