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“Sw kham pha day cuén hiit n6i dm danh ctua tam ly tinh duc... Pugc viét
boi mot cay but phi thuong.”
* To The Times
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“M0ot trong nhitng cudn sdch hiém hoi dugc viét dudi ngoi biit xudt
chung va ban sé phai thuc ép nguoi khac doc.”
e To Time Out
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“Cdu chuyén tuyét voi vé tham vong, su’ dién khting, niém dam mé va sy’
ltra doi.”
» To Publishers Qeekly
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“Tdc gia thé logi tiéu thuyét hinh sy kiét xudt thoi nay.”
* To Independent
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GIOI THIEU

Tac gia viét Thugc Dugc Den trong hai nam 1985-1986 va dé tang no
cho me. Khi viét xong, 6ng khoc rong 1én. Nhuwng roi 6ng quyét dinh mot
cach nhan tdm rang, 6ng sé xuat hién tredc cong ching va st dung cai chét
ctia me nhw mot cong cu dé quang ba cho cudn sach. Tac gia hiéu, do la
viéc qua dé dang dé thu hut sy quan tdm cta canh bao chi. M6t cdu bé dy
muon mét vu dn khdc dé khoc than cho cdi chét cua nguoi me ma liic do,
cdu ta khong mdy tiéc thuong. Vugt qua nhitng bi kich tudi tho, cdu bé tré
thanh mét nha vdn dn khdch. Cdu viét cuén sdch, dé ting me. Ong da lam
nhw vdy, dd ra duong, lién thodng ké cdu chuyén do dé tiép thj cho cubn
sdch ctia minh. Ong nghi, éng chinh la ké dd giét chét me minh béing cdch
do...

Tiéu thuyét Thugc Dugc Den duge sang tac trén co s@ mot vu an giét
nguwoi co that xay ra & Los Angeles nam 1947 va cai chét cua me tac gia
vao nam 1958 khi 6ng m@i 10 tudi, sau khi ba da bi ham hiép. Ké giét
nguwoi cia cd hai vu &n mang nay déu lan mat tam. Két hgp gitta hién thyc
va hu cau dé viét ra cuon tiéu thuyét Thugc Dugc Den vao nam 1987.
Chinh y twéng nay da tao nén gia tri toan cau cho cudn sach va dwa James
Ellroy 1én dia vi nha van trinh tham hinh sy s6 mot ctia Hoa Ky.
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MO PAU

Trong sudt cudc doi toi khong biét co dy la ai. Co ay song trong todi thong
qua nguoi khéac, va cdi chét cua chinh minh. Quay lai qua khi, di tim sy
thue, t6i tw tao ra mot c6 gai bé nho bac ménh, mét con diém bang tat ca
khad nang cia minh. Gid ma toi c6 thé lang quén c6 trong mot vai 16i bao
cdo ngan ngui ctia mot tham t¥, mot ban sao gti van phong diéu tra nhitng
vu an mang bat thudng, hay don thuan chi l1a nhitng cong viéc gidy t0 qua
loa dai khai. Piéu duy nhat khién t6i khong thuc hién dwgc wédc mudn cta
minh do la c6 ay khong cho phép t6i lam nhw vay. Co ay muon tat ca bon
ho biét dén minh va sy thue do that ac déc. Va vi toi ng ¢6 dy qua nhiéu, toi
lai 1a nguwdi duy nhat biét toan bd cau chuyén nén t6i budc phai nhan trach
nhiém viét ra cuén hoi ky nay.

Nhung trede khi xay ra vu Thuge duge da co tinh ban cua chung toi, va
tredc d6 da co chién tranh, nhitng quy dinh cua quan doi, va nhitng cudc
van dong dién ra & Phong canh sat trung tdm nhac nhé ching t6i rang canh
sat cling la nhitng nguwdi linh mac du chdang t6i khong dwgce noi danh nhw
nhitng nguwdi linh tryc ti€p danh quan Pirc, hay quan Nhat. Sau khi hoan
thanh nhiém vu trong ngay, tuan tra vién phdi tham gia luyén tap do bo
dwong khong, luyén tap trong dém toi, va luyén tap so tan hoa hoan khién
ching t6i phai méi mon ding trén dwong pho Los Angles ma hy vong mot
chiéc Messerschmitt” tan cong dé khong cam thdy minh nhv nhitng tén
ngoc. Nam 1942, t6i t6t nghiép Hoc vién canh sat va do ciing la lic t6i gap
Lee.

Trudc doé toi da nghe noi vé Lee, va ca hai chiing t6i déu da 1ap nhitng ky
luc cua riéng minh: Lee Blanchard xép hang vo si hang nang 43-4-2, tiing
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la tiéu diém cha y ¢ nha thi ddu Legion ctia Hollywood; con t6i: Bucky
Bleichert, v6 si hang trung xép hang 36-0-0, titng dwogc tap chi Ring bau
chon ditng thit 10, c6 1€ vi 6ng cha but Nat Fleisher thich cach t6i ché nhao
doi thu bang ham rang rat dai cia minh. Nhung nhitng con s6 d6 khong néi
lén duwgc toan bo cau chuyén. Lee Blanchard cé nhitng ci dam rat manh,
thwong tan cong dén sau don méi phong thi mot don, mot vo si tdn cong
kinh dién; t6i thi lai nhdy nhot véi nhitng ci dam thang va ci moc vao
bung, hai tay lic nao ciing gio cao vi s¢ nhitng ctt don danh vao dau cung
v6i ham rang to kia sé lam t6i xau thém. Phong cach hai ngudi hoan toan
trdi nguwgc nhau. Lee va t6i nhw dau véi nwdc, va moi khi chiing t6i ap sat
vai nhau t6i lai ty hoi: Ai sé la ngwoi chién thang?

Gan mot nam rong chung t6i tham do nhau, ching t6i khong hé da dong
gi dén chuyén quyén anh hay cong viéc ctia mot canh sat ma chi néi chuyén
xa giao vé thoi tiét. Hinh thitc hai chiing t6i cting khac nhau mot tréi mot
vue: Blanchard téc nau, hong hao khoe manh, cao 6 foot, nguwc va vai rat
nd, chan vong kiéng, bung da bat dau to ra; toi thi lai téc den, da xanh xao,
ngwoi manh khanh nhung cao téi 6,3 foot. Ai sé la ngudi chién thang?

R6t cudc téi khong muodn dodn gia doan non ai sé la nguwoi chién thang
nhung nhitng canh sat khac thi khong chiu bé qua, trong sudt nam dau lam
viéc & Phong canh sat trung tam, t6i nghe rat nhiéu 16i nhan xét: Blanchard
thang bang cu knock-out; Bleichert thang chung cudc; Blanchard sé ha tat
cd cac doi thu ngoai triv Bleichert bang cd knock-out.

Khi khéng cé mat t6i, ho thi tham nhitng chuyén ngoai san dau: Lee gia
nhap lyc lvgng canh sat Los Angeles, dugce thang tién nhanh vi dwoc 1ong
cap trén va nhitng nguwdi ban cé quyén luc chinh tri cta ho, pha dugc vu an
cudp ngan hang Boulevard-Citizens nam 1939 va phai long co gai la tinh
nhan cta mot trong nhitng tén cwdp, dwge chuyén sang Nha tham ti mac
du ¢ chung vGi co nang kia - vi pham quy dinh cta so vi hanh dong bura bdi
- chinh c6 nang nay da nai ni cdu ta t*t bé nghé quyén anh. T6i chi coi
nhitng tin don vé Blanchard kia nhw cii don nhit moi, va khéng biét sy thyc
dén dau. Tin don vé t6i thi cha khac gi cu don truc dién vi hoan toan la sy
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bia dat: Dwight Bleichert gia nhap S& dé tron tranh, tirng bi de doa duoi
khoi Hoc vién khi vu 6ng b6 tham gia American-German Bund? bi phanh
phui, cung cap thong tin vé dam ban Nhat Ban t6i biét tir thué bé cho T6
quan ly ngudi ngoai quéc dé dwgc nhan vao lam cho S& canh sat Los
Angeles. Toi khong dugc giao nhiém vu di trdn 4p nhitng ngwoi nghién
thudc 14 vi to6i khong phai 1a voO si thién vé tdn cong.

Blanchard va Bleichert: M6t anh huing va mot thang hén nhat. Néu biét
rang Samurakami va Hideo Ashida® bi cong tay dan t6i Manzanar? thi
nguwoi ta sé hiéu ching t6i dé dang hon. Thé r6i ching t6i cung chung vai
sat canh thyc hién nhiém vu va nhitng an tuwgng ban dau cta toi vé Lee va
vé chinh ban than minh that khé hiéu.

D6 la vao thang 6 nam 1943 - Mot tuan trwdc cudc chién zoot suit® xdy
ra. Co tin don mat thiy tha My bi mat mot mat. Cudc cham tran xay ra trén
dat lién: Linh thiy ti can ct hdi quan Chavez Ravine xung dot v&i dam
thanh nién ngudi goc Méhicé mac do zoot & Alpine va Palo Verde. Bao chi
dang tin dam thanh nién ngwoi Méhic6 mang trén nguwoi biéu trung cua
Pitc quéc xa va dao bam, va thé la hang tram linh thuy, thay thad, linh thay
danh bo do ra duwong pho Los Angeles, chia thanh tirng tOp bon nguoi tay
cam gay bong chay. Pam thanh nién nguwdi Méhico kia cling tu tdp nhau &
khu vyrc nha may bia trén duwong Boyle Heights. Tat cd cac nhan vién ctua
DPoi tuan tra thudc Phong canh sat trung tdm dugc huy dong thuc hién
nhiém vu, dugc cung cap mi sat va dui cui c& 16n.

bén xam t6i ching t6i duwgc chd dén hién treong trong nhitng chiéc xe
boc thép mwon ctia bén quan doi va dwgc giao mot nhiém vu duy nhat: Lap
lai trat ty. Tat ca sung céng vu déu bi thu lai tai tru s& ctia B6i: Chi huy
canh sat khong muon nhitng khau 38 cta ching t6i roi vao tay dam nguoi
néi loan kia, bon téc dudi vit nguwdi Ac-hen-ti-na hay bon gangster ngudi
Méhico. Budc xudng xe boc thép & goc duong Evergreen va duong Wabash
v&i chiéc dui cui trén tay t6i cam thay so hon gdp mudi lan khi 1én san dau
nhung khong phai vi tiéng huyén ndo vang 1én khap noi. To6i sg la béi vi
nguoi tot da bi bién thanh nhitng ké xau.
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bam thay tha dap pha tat ca nhitng ngoi nha trén dwong Evergreen, linh
thiy danh bo trong bd sac phuc xanh dap nat hét dén duong dé dé bé hanh
dong trong bong téi. Bon noi loan, linh trang 14t ngita nhitng xe dau phia
tredc mot ctra hang rau qua trong khi ting toan linh thuy dap nhau vGi dam
thanh nién Méhicd & ctta nha bén canh. O vong ngoai, titng t&p nhitng nhan
vién canh sat nhu t6i van diém nhién dan dim véi toan linh tuan tra b bién
va quan canh.

T6i khong nhé minh da ditng & d6 bao lau va phan van khong biét phai
lam gi. Cu6i cung t6i nhin xuéng duwong so 1 va khong thdy c6 dam thanh
nién Meéhico, canh sat hay bon linh My khat mau nao. T6i chay thuc mang
xuong do6 nhung dang chay thi nghe thay co6 tiéng ai d6 cuwdi goi khién toi
ding sttng nguoi lai.

Toi budc lai va giong ndi kia lai vang 1én: “Cau la ngwoi thit hai bé chay
ddy. Toi khong trach cau dau, cha biét phai cong tay ai bay gio, dung
khong?”

Tb6i ditng trong mai hién nhin 6ng gia. Ong ta lai n6i: “Nghe dai phét
thanh néi dam tai x€ tac xi chd bon thuy thu kia tit Hollywood xudng day.
Pai KFI goi day la cudc tdn cong cta hai quan. T6i thdy cé linh thuy xuat
hién trén duwong. Cau nghi day c6 phai la cudc tan cong thuy bd khong?”

“T6i khong biét n6 la gi nhung t6i sé quay lai.”

“Cau khong phai ngudi duy nhat bé chay dau. Cé ngudi da chay qua day
16i.”

Ong gia nay ciing xao trd ching khac gi dng gia nha toi.

“Nguoi ta muon 1ap lai trat tw & day.”

“Cau nghi don gian vay sao?”

“Toi sé lam cho no6 don gian.”

Ong gia lai cwoi thich chi. Toi quay lai thie hién nhiém vu. Pen duong
da tat hét, hau nhuw khong thé phan biét dau la dam thanh nién nguoi
Méhic6, dau la bon linh thily ngwdi My. T6i nhan ra rang dé thoat khéi sw
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bé tac hién tai thi khong con cach nao khac la phai hanh dong. Cé tiéng goi
“Bleichert!” phia sau va t6i biét ngwdi bo chay thit hai kia la ai.

Toi chay lai va nhan ra do la Blanchard. Cau ta dang quay madt vao ba tay
linh thiy va mot thang Méhic6. “Manh dat mién Nam do ciing to6t nhung
khong phaéi la mo wéc cua nhitng ngudi da trang dau.” Blanchard dung dui
cui don ho vao goc san mot ngdi nha doc 1ap. Pam linh thay dung gay dap
lai va Lee phai lién tuc né tranh. Ga thanh nién Méhic6 van vu6t ve nhitng
tam huy chwong tén gido deo tridc nguc vé mat ngo ngac.

“Bleichert thang sé ba!”

To6i lao vao, tay nam chac dui cui cung tdn cong lai toan noi loan. Gay
cta bon ho lién tuc dap vao vai va canh tay nhuwng t6i van x6 vao khong dé
bon ching c6 khodng cach gio gdy 1én. Tran chién cha khac gi khi t6i ap sat
nguwoi doi tha lic thi dau nhwng & day khong cé trong tai, cting khong cé
chudng bao hét hiép, nhw ban nang, t6i bé dui cui va lao vao dam bon
ching. Lai c6 tiéng goi, “Bleichert, lui lai!”

Toi lam theo va Blanchard dang dirng phia sau, dui cui da gio len dinh
dau. Ba tay linh thay sitng s ding chét lang, tay cam gay thong xudng.
Mot, hai, roi ba phat, Lee cam dui cui dap vao vai bon ho. Khi ba tay linh
thiy guc xuong, Lee noi: “Dén Tripoli® ma & nhé, bon ché chét,” va quay
sang ga thanh nién Méhico: “Xin chao Tomas.”

T6i lac dau va ding thang nguoi 1én, canh tay va lung dau nhoi. Lee
cong tay ga thanh nién Méhic6 con t6i chi biét n6i: “Thé nay la thé nao?”

Blanchard mim cwoi: “Ding dé bung thai do cta t6i nhé. T6i sé gidi
thiéu v6i cdu Senor Tomas Dos Santos, ké dang chay trén lénh truy na vi
t0i ngd sat. Tomas cudp vi cia mét phu nit & géc duong so6 6 va duong
Alcavaro, ngudi chi nhan bi mac bénh tim guc xuéng chét ngay, Tomas bo
lai vi chay thuc mang nhung dé lai rat nhiéu dau van tay trén chiéc vi va
nhu thé da dé lam bang ching két t0i.” Blanchard huych ga thanh nién
Meéhico: “Pung khong, Tomas?”
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Dos Santos lac dau phta nhan. Blanchard ciing lac dau. “Né sé toi mang
thoi. Riéng t0i ngd sat da xing dang dwoc téng vao phong khi doc roi, toi
lam loan & day du dé tong giam han sau tuan.”

Co tiéng sung no tir phia duong Evergreen va dwong Wabash. T6i ditng
kiéng chan nhin 1én, lra boc ra tir ctta s6 cac ngoi nha, Itta dién toé 1én khi
dam chdy bat vao day dién thoai va day xe dién phia trén. T6i quay xudng
nhin may tay linh thiy va néi vdi Lee: “Hy vong cau sé khong bi twéc phu
hiéu vi vu bon nay.”

“Toi cha them quan tam.”

T6i chi may cay co dang bi bat Itta. “Ching ta sé khong thé bat han nhan
t0i ngay dém nay dwgc. Cau chay xuong day dé bat han phai khong? Cau
nghi...”

Blanchard dam nhe vao nguc to6i. “Toi chay xudng day vi toi biét minh sé
cha lam duoc gi dé 1ap lai trat tw ca, tham chi néu c ditng cho vo & do6 con
bi bon ho giét. Cau thay cé phai khong?”

Toi cuwoi. “Pung, va cau...”

“Thé r6i toi nhin thay ba thang kia dudi theo thang nay va nhan ra han rat
giong thang dang bi phat 1énh truy na s6 411-43. T6i duoi theo bon chiing
dén day roi lai nhin thidy cau dang quay lai dé duwgc an don, vi vay, t6i goi
cau vao an don ludn & day. Nhw thé cé dugc khong?”

“Ciling dugc.”

Hai trong ba ga linh thuy dang muén ditng day, diu ludn ca ga con lai
ding 1én. Khi ba tay linh vira dinh buéc di thi Tomas Dos Santos vung day
da mot phat rat manh vao ga linh cao 16n nhat. Thang nay lap titc nhay bo
vao va toi phdi nhanh chong can ngan. Khong lam gi dugc nita, ba tay linh
diu nhau bwéc di trong ti€éng sting no va lira boc 1én tir nhitng cay co.
Blanchard tim t6c Dos Santos: “Thang khén, may chét chac r6i. Bi thoi,
Bleichert. Tim cho giai quyét vu nay.”

Chung t6i tim dugc mot ngoi nha cach dé vai day va dot nhap vao. Trong
chan con mot chai Cutty Sark” da uong gan hét, Blanchard thdo cong tay
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chuyén xu6ng chan dé Dos Santos an uéng dwgc. Téi dang lam mén
sandwich thi thdy ga thanh nién Méhico da tu hét nita ché rwgu con lai va
dang lé nhé mdy cau gi d6 bang tiéng Méhic6. Mat tiéng sau thi chai regu
can sach va Dos Stantos lan ra ngu. Toi diu han 1én ghé va quang chiéc
chan Ién nguoi. Blanchard néi: “Han la tén th chin t6i tém duwgc tir nam
1943 dén gid. Sau tuan nita han sé bi téng vao phong khi doc va trong vong
ba nam nita thi t6i sé lam & Phong canh sat diéu tra trung tam.”

Su khang dinh chac chan cua cau ta lam t6i khé chiu. “DPung voi vang
thé. Cau con tré, chra qua ky sat hach 1én trung uy, cau séng chung véi phu
nit khi chwa cuwdi, cau danh mat thién chi caa chi huy khi khong chong lai
nhitng nguwoi nghién thudc 14 nita, va cau cung chwa di hoat dong mat.

»

Cau...

T6i ngung 10i khi thdy Lee cwdi nhan nhd r6i budc t6i cua so6 nhin ra
ngoai. “Lira chdy dén ca Michigan va Soto r6i. Dep that.”

“Pep lam a?”

“Rat dep. Cau biét rat nhiéu vé toi roi day, Bleichert a.”

“Nguoi ta don ve cau.”

“Ho don ca vé cau nita.”

“Ho noi gi?”

“Rang ong gia nha cau ung ho bon BPitc quéc x3, rang cau cung cap
thong tin vé ngwdi ban than nhat ctia minh cho nhan vién FBI dé duwgc nhan
vao S& lam viéc, rang cau thoi phong thanh tich thi ddu ctia minh.”

Nhitng 10i don dai nhw ban cdo trang treo lo litng trén dau t6i. “Ho néi
thé c6 ding khong?”

Blanchard quay lai nhin t6i. “Khong. Ho con néi cau khéng dam duoi
bon gai diém va cau cé thé chién thang t6i.”

To6i dling cdm chdp nhan. “Tat ca nhitng 10i dé déu la sy thue.”

“Vay sao? Thé cdu nghe nguoi ta néi gi vé t6i? Tat nhién la ngoai tin t6i
nam trong danh sach dy ky séat hach lén trung uy, tin t6i chuan bi chuyén
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sang lam bén Doi phu trach khu vic Highland Park, va tin c6 mot ong sép
Do Thai la pho ty vién cong t6 quan rat haim mo cac vo si quyén anh. Anh
ay hita sé diéu t6i sang Phong canh sat diéu tra trung tam.”

“T6i rat an twong.”

“Vay sao? Cau c6 muon nghe nhitng tin an twgng hon khong?”

“Cau néi di.”

“Hai mwoi tran thang dau tién cua t6i 1ao bau nang ca. Co6 ban gai cta toi
xem cau thi dau & nha thi dau Olympic va néi rang cau sé dep trai hon néu
di chinh lai b6 rang, va cé thé cau vuot qua duogc toi.”

Khong biét cau ta dang muon di tim doi tha hay mot nguwdi ban; khong
biét cdu ta dang tham do t6i, tréu choc t6i, hay ninh t6i dé moi thong tin.
Toi chi Dos Santos dang ngu li bi trén ghé. “Con thang Méhic6é nay thi
saon?”

“Sang mai chung ta sé mang nop han.”

“Cau sé mang nop han.”

“Chién cong c6 mot nira cia cau.”

“Khong biét c6 nén cam on hay khong.”

“Thoi dwgc roi, doi tac dé t6i nop han.”

“T6i chwa phai 1a doi tac cua cau.”

“Sé co ngay.”

“Ciing co6 thé la khong bao gio Blanchard a. Co thé cau sé trd thanh canh
sat diéu tra, sé di bat bon tdi pham, c6 thé t6i sé vé hwu khi tron hai muoi
nam cong tac va tim mot cong viéc nhe nhang gi d6 dé lam.”

“Cau ctr gitr quan hé véi cac nhan vién FBI. Cau con cé ban lam bén T6
quan ly ngwoi nwdc ngoai ma.”

“Pirng khuyén khich t6i lam viéc do.”

Blanchard lai nhin ra ctta s6. “Pep qua. C6 thé dwa 1én bwu thiép dugc.

y»

‘Me 0i, gia ma me ¢ day xem cudc noi loan & dong Los Angeles nay’.
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Tomas Dos Santos ldam bam mé man. “Inez? Inez phai khong? Cai gi?”
Blanchard di vao bu6ng phia trong 14y chiéc 4o choang len ra phu 1én ngudi
han. C6 1é vi c6 thém hoi &m ma han khong lam bam n6éi mé nita.
Blanchard noi quay sang toi: “Tim mot em cht, Bucky?”

“Cau noi gi?”

“Kiém mot co6 em. Trong tinh trang thé nay ma han con nhé dén Inez thi
t@ khang dinh chac chan véi cau la khi bi boé vao phong khi doc c6 a sé theo

»

han.

“C6 thé han sé cau xin. Biét dau han chi bi mwoi lam nam, lau lam 1a hai
muoi nam.”

“Khong. Han sé phai chét. Kiém mot c6 em di, Bucky a. Nén nhg diéu
do.”

T6i di quanh can nha tim chd ngu va cudi cung ciing kiém dugc chiéc
givong con. Toi nam nghe tiéng stng va tiéng coi hiéu cua canh sat vang
lai. Thé r6i toi cling thiép di va mo dén mot c6 nang nao do rat xa x6i, mo
ho.

Pén sang thi cudc noi loan tan. Bau troi am day khoi bui, duwong pho
ngon ngang chai lg, dui cui, gdy bong chay. Blanchard goi Doi phu trach
Hollenbeck xin xe dén chd tén t6i pham truy nd nam 1943 dén nha giam
cta thanh phé. Tomas Dos Santos khéc nitc né khi ngudi ta dwa han di. T6i
va Blanchard bat tay nhau trén via he, sau d6 moi nguoi di mot nga quay vé
khu trung tam. Cau ta vé van phong uy vién cong t6 quan viét bao cao tén
cwdp vi, con t6i vé Pai tuan tra nhan nhiém vu tiép theo.

Hoi dong thanh pho Los Angeles ra quyét dinh cdm madc ao dut, toi va
Blanchard quay lai v&i nhitng 16i chao héi xa giao méi khi gap nhau. Tét ca
nhitng gi cau ta khang dinh véi t6i trong can nha xa la dém hom do6 déu trg
thanh su thuece.

Blanchard dwgc 1én trung uy va chuyén sang Doi phu trach khu Highland
Park dau thang 8, con Dos Santos bi cho vao phong khi doc mdt tuan sau
d6. Ba nam troi qua t6i van lam tuan tra vién thuéc Phong canh sat trung
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tam. R6i mot budi sang td6i xem bang thong bao thuyén chuyén cong tac:
Blanchard, Leland C., trung uy; Poi phu trach khu vuc Highland Park
chuyén sang D¢i cdnh sdt diéu tra trung tdm, cé hiéu lyc tir ngay
15/09/1946.

Va tat nhién, ching t6i trd thanh doi tac ctia nhau. Ngam lai t6i méi thay
cau ta khong hé ba hoa; Blanchard lam viéc vi twong lai cia minh con toi
ct? thé tréi xudi theo dong doi cta riéng toi. Nhung cau néi: “Tim mot co
nang di” cua Blanchard van lang vang trong dau t6i. Tinh ban va quan hé
doi tac cua toi gap day song gi6 trén con duong tim dén vdéi Thuoe dugc.
Va cudi cung, chinh c6 ay da chiém linh hoan toan cudc séng cta hai ching
toi.
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Chuong 1

Tinh ban cta ching t6i bat dau that tinh cd, dén noéi chinh t6i cing khong
nghi do la su thuce, chi khi nghi lai tran dau nao nhiét dugc chu y gitta hai
vO si Blanchard va Bleichert t6i méi chot nhan ra ching t6i da la ban cta
nhau.

To6i vira két thic mot ca lam viéc dai dang dac & khu vie déi Bunker,
rinh mo nhitng nguwdi vi pham 16i téc do. Cudn s6 vé phat van day nhung
toi khong con cam thay hitng thu véi cong viéc nay sau tam tiéng rong ra
ding quan sat & khu vyc giao nhau gitta duwong sé 2 va dwong Beaudry. Voi
va di vao phong hop trung tdm, noi sé c6 hang loat cac nhan vién mac sac
phuc xanh chd nghe bao céo vé tinh hinh t0i pham cu6i ngay. T6i v6i dén
noi suyt khong nhan ra la Johnny Vogel dang n6i vé minh. “Nhiéu nam nay
ho c6 dong cham gi dén nhau dau, trong khi d6 sép Horrall lai cha théem
dém xia gi dén nhitng nguwdi nghién thudc 14. T6i nghi chuyén khéng don
gian nhu vay. Ong gia nha toi rat than v6i 6ng xép goc Do Théi cta ching
ta va ong ay noi néu la dan da trang ong ay sé lywa chon Joe Louis.”

Tom Joslin khuych tay t6i nhac nhd. “Ho dang ndéi vé ciu day,
Bleichert.”

T6i quay sang nhin Vogel dang ditng cach cho t6i vai yard® néi chuyén
v&i mot canh sat khac. “Cau goi t6i phai khong Tommy?” T6i 1én tiéng.

Joslin mim cwdi. “Cau cé biét Lee Blanchard khong?”

“Cha 1€ dirc Gido hoang lai khong biét chia Gié-su la ai?”

“Hay qua nhi. Cau dy lam & bén Phong canh sat diéu tra Trung tam.”

“Chuyén d6 c6 gi méi dau.”
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“Vay thi cau da nghe n6i chuyén nay chwa? C6 mdt nguwdi ¢ bén do sap
diéu chuyén. Khong ai nghi chuyén dé xdy ra nhung cdu ta chap nhan, sép
Ellis Loew la ngwoi quyét dinh chuyén nay. Chinh anh ay la ngudi bo
nhiém Blanchard va bay gi¢ anh ay lai dang mu6n tim mot ngwoi thay thé
vi tri kia. Nghe néi anh ay dang can mdt vo si va ngudi do rat cé thé 1a cau.
Ong gia nha Vogel 1am bén Nha thdm ti, c6 quan hé rat gan giii v6i Loew
va dang van dong dé cau con trai cia minh dwgc bo nhiém vao vi tri do.
Thue ra t6i nghi ca hai ngudi bon cau déu khong du tiéu chuan, nhung t6i
thi...”

T6i hoi giat minh nhing van té vé véi Joslin la t6i khong hé quan tam
dén chuyén dé. “Rang cia cau con nho qua, khong thé dung chiéu can khi
hai vo si ap sat ngudi nhau dau. Lam canh sat diéu tra khong dé nhan chat

2

nao.

Toi thue sy rat quan tam dén chuyén Joslin vira n6i. Bém dé toi ngoi mot
minh tredc can ho tram tw nhin kho chita tdi trong lwong, tdi toc do&, tap
hgp céc bai bao viét vé t6i, chwong trinh thi ddu cung nhw nhitng bitc dnh
ctia minh. T6i nghi minh 1a nguwdi t6t nhung lai khong phai vay, nghi dén
thuc té la t6i da gitt cho trong lwgng co thé gidm xudng trong khi t6i hoan
toan c6 thé tang thém muoi pound™ nita dé thi ddu & hang nang, vé cac tran
thi dau védi vo si hang trung ngwoi Méhico ¢ trudong dau Eagle Rock Legion
noi cha t6i thwong dén tu tdp. Thi ddu & hang trung c6 thé coi la khu vuc
vanh dai trang va c6 thgi toi da tirng cau mong minh sé mai tung hoanh &
d6. O hang can 175 kg, t6i c6 thé tv do thoai méi di chuyén, ra nhitng ci
don chinh xac tir bén ngoai va hiém c6 doi tha nao tranh dugc ca don vong
tay trai tuyét diéu cua toi.

Nhung thuong thi khong may ngudi véi trong lwgng 175 kg thi ddu &
hang trung. Ho thwong tang trong lwgng co thé dé dugc thi ddu & hang nang
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cho du t6c d6 di chuyén va nhitng cd ra don gidam han hiéu qua. Moi tran
thi dau & hang trung t6i dwgc ndm muoi do la néu khong bi thwong. Phéng
vién Braven Dryer cua to0 Thoi bdo thudng xuyén dwa tin vé nhitng tran dau
0 hang nay, cha toi va nhitng ngwoi ban than cta ong cling thwong xuyen
tan thuwdng t6i hét 10i vi t6i da khong roi boé cac giai thi dau t6 chic &
Glassel Park va Lincoln Heights. Sy nghiép thi dau cua t6i cit ty nhién dién
ra nhu vay va t6i khong hé phai xem lai 1ong can ddm ctia minh dén mitc
nao.

Thé r6i Ronnie Cordero xuat hién. Cau ta la nguwdi El Monte™ géc
Meéhico c6 toc do di chuyén rat nhanh, v6i nhitng ct knock-out ciwc manh
bang ca hai tay, khi phong tha, hai tay cau ta nhw doi cang cua, vira bao vé
duwogc vung dau vira che kin phan than bén duwéi. Mdi 19 tudi nhung Ronnie
Cordero da du can thi ddu ¢ hang trung va cha may choc sé tang hai bac 1én
thi ddu & hang nang vdi nhitng khoan thu lao kéch xu. Cau ta tirng gianh
chién thang lién tuc trong mudi bon vong dau & gidi Olympic bang cu
knock-out ngay trong nhitng phut dau tién, danh bai hang loat cac vo si
hang trung hang dau caa thanh pho Los Angeles. Pang trén da trwedng thanh
va néng long muon thi sttc cac doi tha cia minh, Cordero da chinh thic
thach dau toi trén trang thé thao cua td Nguoi dua tin.

T6i biét cau ta sé nudt chitng minh. That bai trwdc anh chang nguoi
Méhico tré mang nay sé lam tiéu tan danh tiéng cta t6i. Tron tranh tran dau
la sy xi nhuc, nhung nhan 10i thach dau thi cau ta sé giét t6i. Toi bat dau
tim cach chay tron. Gia nhap luc quéan, hai quan hay linh thuy danh bo déu
duwgc. Pung Iic d6 Tran Chau Céng bi danh bom va co hoi tot da dén vai
toi. Nhung cling trong thoi gian dé ong gia nha t6i bi dét quy, mat viéc, mat
lubn ca lwvong va tré thanh ké an bam. T6i c6 c6 kho khan dé tri hoadn va gia
nhap luc lvgng thudc SO canh sat Los Angeles.

T6i biét minh sé phai lam gi. Cac diéu tra vién cua FBI thudng héi toi
coi minh la nguwoi Pic hay ngwoi My va tat nhién t6i phai thod man ho
bang cach chitng té 1ong yéu nwdc ctia minh, gitip d& ho hét mitc trong kha
nang c6 thé. Toi thuwong ngdi xem con méo cua ba chti nha rinh moi trén
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mai gara dé khong phai nghi dén nhitng viéc tiép theo. Va moi khi n6 vo
moi t6i lai tham wdc 10i don dai ctia Johnny Vogel 1a sy thuc.

Nguoi dan dia phwong coi cdc nhan vién tuan tra la canh sat. Ho thuong
madc thuong phuc di tuan trén dwong va dwgce tra lwong theo ngay. Tuan tra
vién cling theo doi cac doéi twgng bat hdao, khong dugce dé nhitng tay bom
nhau gy r6i vao lic nita dém. Tuan tra vién vira lam viéc cho van phong
uy vién cong td quan vira lam viéc cho Nha tham t, va budi t6éi thuong
phai tiép chuyén thi trudng thanh phé moi khi 6ng nay cao hitng mudn
nghe chuyén chién tranh.

Nghi dén nhitng chuyén d6 khién to6i cdm thdy tén thuwong trong long.
Toi bd xudng gara va bat dau dam chiéc tui toc do cho dén khi hai canh tay
moi nhu.

May tuan sau t6i di xe tuan tra c6 lap may bo dam lién lac phu trach tuan
tra trén khu viec cia minh & dwong giap ranh phia Bac. Toi di cing mot anh
chang tan binh non choet tén la Sidwell vira hoan thanh ba nam huén luyén
canh sat quan sy & Canal Zone™. Cau ta bam riét tirng 16i néi cua to6i bang
thi giong slavo ché chét. Anh chang con say mé vGi nghé canh sat quan sy
dén noi cit quanh quan & Doi tham chi ca khi ching t6i hét gio lam viéc dé
lam nhitng cong viéc ngd ngan vGi dam pham nhan dang bi tam giam, hi
huc lau chui nhitng tdm ap phich trong phong hop chung, gay phién phiic
kho chiu cho dén khi bi tong c6 vé nha mdéi thoi.

Cau ta chang c6 chut lich s nao va san sang néi dua thit chuyén vdi bat
ky ai. T6i la mot trong nhitng chu dé wa thich ctia cdu ta va tat nhién cau ta
cling la nguwoi mang da thit chuyén phiém & Do6i néi vai toi.

T6i biét hau nhuw tat cd nhitng 10i don dai: sép Horrall chuan bij t6 chic
gidi quyen anh lién doi va dang nham vao van dong t6i cam két thi dau véi
Blanchard. Ellis Loew, ngudi c6 trién vong trd thanh tredng uy vién cong
t0 quan, tirng thang rat nhiéu vu ca do khi dat cwgce cho t6i hoéi trwde chién
tranh va bay gid cling c6 y tiép tuc danh cho t6i sw hdu dai; Horrall da bai
bo Iénh cdm hit thude, va mot vai quan chivrc khac mudn téi dwge vui vé
thodi mai dé ho yén tam d6c hau bao vao vu dat cugc cho t6i. Nhitng 16i
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don dé c6 vé hoi qua cwong diéu mac du toi biét @ mot chirng mwe nao do
quyén anh chinh la yéu t6 gitp t6i c6 duwgc vi tri hién tai. Piéu téi cho rang
thue si nhat do 1a vi tri sy quan diéu tra bo ngé kia chi danh cho hodc la t6i
hodc la Johnny Vogel.

Vogel c6 ong bo lam viéc bén Nha tham t; t0i chi c6 mot thé manh duy
nhat do la da ting duge xép hang 36-0-0 & giadi cac doi thudc khu vure giap
ranh 5 ndm trude. Y thitc duwoc cach duy nhat ¢ thé chién thing théi wu
tién cho con chau quan chitc d6 la phai gia tang trong lwgng co thé, t6i lao
vao tap luyén, an uong cho dén khi lay lai dwgc phong do ctia mot vo si
hang trung va cho doi.
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Chuong 2

Mot tuan trede khi tré lai mire 175 pound, tdi cdm thay chan tap luyén
va moi khi t6i dén lai mo twdng moén bit tét, mén hamburger cay va banh
nhan tdo kem dtra. Cé lic td6i mo dwgc trd thanh nhan vién diéu tra nhung
gidc mo cua t0i nhw tiéu tan khi toi lai an mén thit lgn bam & nha hang
Pacific va nguwoi hang xém t6i thué vai gia hai muoi do la mot thang trong
coi Ong gia nha toi goi dién thong bao ong ta lai dé chitng ban bira bai i
ché nha hang xém, phung phi khoan tién an sinh xa hdi it 6i vao cac loai
tap chi danh cho tré con va cac kiéu mé hinh may bay. Ba dén lic t6i phai
lam gi d6 vé6i ong bo gia nay, moi khi nhin thay mét ong gia cha con chiéc
rang nao trén duwong di tuan tra t6i lai nghi dén 6ng Dolphe Bleichert dién
16 nha toi.

Pang ditng quan sat mot ga say rwou loang choang & géc dwong sé 3 va
dwong Bunker Hill thi t6i nhan dwge mot cudc dién dam lam thay doi vinh
vién cudc doi cda toi sau nay.

“Ma so 11-A-23 goi vé Doi. Xin nhdc lai: 11-A-23 goi vé Ddi.”

Sidwell huych tay nhac t6i. “Ching ta c6 dién goi kia.”

“Pa nhan thong bao.”

“Nhan vién dién dai thong bao ching ta goi vé D6i.”

T6i do xe vao mé duwong va dirng lai chi b6t dién thoai va néi véi
Sidwell. “Viéc cua cau day. Chia khoé t6i dé ngay canh cong tay.”

Sidwell tuan lénh chay xudng goi dién va mot lat sau quay lai vé mat u
ri. “Anh phai bao cdo ngay lap tic vdi sép phu trach tham ti.”
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biéu dau tién t6i nghi dén dé la van dé lién quan dén 6ng gia nha t6i. T6i
1ai xe quay lai hoi treong thanh pho, sau do giao xe cho Sidwell va di thang
may lén phong canh sat trudng Thad Green. Nhan vién thuw ky chi t6i vao
phong riéng cia cdnh sat tredng va nguwdoi dau tién téi nhin thdy ngoi gon
ghé trong chiéc ghé banh boc da la Lee Blanchard, ngoai ra con cé rat
nhiéu cac quan chitc khac va mét nguwdi dan 6ng gay com mdc comple ba
manh bang vai tuyt.

Co thu ky gi6i thiéu: “DPay la si quan Bleichert” va ngay lap tic bo ra
ngoai dé mac t6i dirng do6 bai roi. Blanchard trong bo sac phuc c6 phu hiéu
mau nau ding day noi:

“Xin gidi thiéu vai cac quy vi day la Bleichert. Gidi thiéu v6i Bleichert,
tlr trdi qua, mac sac phuc la thanh tra Malloy, thanh tra Stensland va canh
sat trudng Green. Quy 6ng mac thuwong phuc 1a pho uy vién céng tdé quan,
Ellis Loew.”

To6i gat dau chao moi nguwoi va Thad Green chi chiéc ghé doi dién con
trong moi toi ngoi. Stensland dwa cho t6i mot tap tai liéu. “Cau doc di. D6
la bai xa luan cua Braven Dyer cho s6 bdo Thit Bay nay cua cta t& Thoi
bao.”

Trang dau ghi ngay 14/10/1946 vGi hang tit in dam - “Lira va Nuéc dd,
nhitng ngudi con wu ti cua thanh phé Los Angeles”. Bén dudi la ndi dung
bai xa luan:

Truwéc chién tranh, thanh pho cta nhitng thién than ching ta biét dén hai
vO si sinh ra va lon lén cdch nhau ndm ddm cé phong cdch thi ddu hoan
toan khdc nhau nhuv Iira va nuéc dd. Lee Blanchard nhw chiéc coi xay gio
V@i nhitng ct ra don than toc khién khdn gia khong ngot loi tdn thudng.
Bucky Bleichert budc Ién san ddu véi vé lanh lung diém tinh la thuong
khién khdn gid lién twong anh khéng hé biét ra mo hoéi. Anh uén luon trén
db6i chdan cua minh con khéo léo hon cd Bojangles Robinson, nhirng ct dam
nhanh nhw chdp cua anh nham thdng vao mdt déi thii cho dén khi no bién
thanh chiéc bdnh bit tét tuoi cia nha hang Mike Lyman. Ca hai nguoi déu
la cac thi si: Blanchard la thi si cua sitc manh tan bao, Bleichert la thi st
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cua toc dé va meo ltra. Tinh chung hai nguoi da thdng bdy muoi chin trdn
va chi thua cé bon trdn. Trén san thi ddu cling nhu trong bdng tudn hoan
cdc nguyén tb, lira va nwdc da déu la nhitng thit khé ddnh bai.

Chang Ltra va chang Nudc da chua bao gio gdp nhau. Ranh gidi gitta
cdc khu vuc da chia cdach ho. Nhung tinh than trdch nhiém da dwa ho dén
vG6i nhau, cd hai nguoi déu gia nhdp luc lugng thudc sé canh sdat thanh phé
Los Angeles va lan nay ho tiép tuc vdi cudc chién bén ngodi san thi dau -
cuéc chién chéng to6i phagm. Blanchard dd phd vu cudp ngdn hadng
Boulevard-Citizens ndm 1939 va bdt séng tén giét nguoi dd man Tomas
Dos Santos; Bleichert dd co dong gop I6n lao trong cdc cudc xung dot Zoot
Suit®! ndm 1943. Hién tai ca hai nguoi déu la si quan thudc D0i cdnh sdt
trung tdm. Chang Lira, 32 tudi, trung uy thudéc Doi diéu tra co uy tin;
Chang Nudc dd, 29 tudi, tuan tra vién phu trdch khu phé nguy hiém trong
nodi thanh Los Angeles. M¢i ddy t6i co hoi ca hai chang ly do tai sao ho roi
b6 sw nghiép thi dau dé tré thanh cdnh sdat. Cdu tra 1oi cua ho mang ddc
trung phong cdch ctia moi nguoi:

Trung uy Blanchard: “Sw nghiép cua mét vo si sé khong thé ton tai mdi
mdi nhung niém vui dugc phuc vu cong chiing thi khong bao gio hét. ”

ST quan Bleichert: “T6i muén dugc thdch ddu véi nhitng doi thu nguy
hiém hon.”

Lee Blanchard va Bucky Bleichert da c6 nhitng céng hién 16n lao cho
thanh phé ctia minh va vao ngdy bau cir mong 5 thdng 11 nay, cw tri Los
Angeles ciing sé dugc lam cong viéc twong tw nhu ho do la bau théng qua
khodn ngdn sdch dé nghij tri gid ndm triéu d6 la dé ndng cdp cdc trang bi
cho lvc lvong cdnh sdt Los Angeles va tang 8 phan tram Iuong cho tdt ca
cdc nhdn vién. Hdy ghi nhé tdm guong cua chang Lira va Nudc dd. Hay bo
phiéu bau “dong y” cho Piéu khodn B vao ngay bau ctr.

Doc xong toi tra lai tap tai lieu cho thanh tra vién Stensland. Anh ta dinh
lén tiéng nhung sép Thad Green gat di va quay sang toi. “Hay cho chiing
toi biét y kién cta cau. Cit thang than noi ra di.”
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T6i nudt nwdc miéng lién tuc dé gitr binh tinh. “Rat khén ngoan.”
Stensland do birng mat, Green va Malloy nhan nhd, Blanchard cuoi pha
len.

Ellis Loew lén tiéng. “Diéu khoan B sé c6 nguy ca bi that bai nhuwng van
con co hoi dva ra trong dgt bau c¥ vao mua xuan nam tdi. Nhitng gi chiing
ta co...”

Green ngat 10i. “Kia, Ellis.” Va quay sang t6i. “Mét trong nhitng ly do
khién DBiéu khoan dé nghi cta ching ta cé nguy co that bai dé la cong
ching khong hai long v6i nhitng gi ching ta mang lai cho hg. Trong thoi
gian chién tranh chiing ta con nhiéu thi€u s6t, mét vai nhan vién thoai hoa
lam hinh &nh cda ching ta trong mat ngudi dan xau di. Hon nita, khi chién
tranh két thiic, ching ta c6 qua nhiéu viéc dé lam trong khi hang loat nhan
vién c6 nang lyc lai vé hru. Ching ta can xay dyng lai nha ctra cho hai doi,
tang lwong dé thu hat nhitng nguwdi c6 nang lyc vao lam viéc. Tat ca déu
can tién ma ct tri thi lai khéng mang dén cho ching ta trong thang 11 nay.”

T6i bat dau hinh dung ra van dé. Malloy noéi: “Pé la y kién cia cau thoi.”

Loew lén tiéng: “To6i nghi ching ta c6 thé thong qua khoan dé xuat dac
biét nam 1947. Nhung trwdc hét chiing ta can khoi day long nhiét tinh trong
ndi bd nganh, can phdi lay lai tinh than va gy an twgng vdi ci tri bang
pham chat caa ching ta. Nhitng v0 si quyén anh da trang chan chinh sé rat
duwgc cha y day Bleichert a. Cau biét diéu do roi con gi.”

Toi quay sang nhin Blanchard. “Cau va t6i phai khong?”

Blanchard chdp mat. “Lita va Nudc da. Noi n6t phan con lai ctia cau
chuyén cho cau ta di Ellis.”

Loew cau may khi Blanchard chi néi tén that ctia minh va tiép tuc. “Mot
tran dau mudi hiép sé dién ra sau ba tuan nita tai nha thi dau Academy.
Braven Dyer la ban than cua t6i nén cau ta sé danh mot muc riéng dwa tin
vé sy kién nay. Vé chi cé gia hai do la, trong d6 mot nita danh cho céc si
quan va gia dinh ho, mét nita ban cho dan ching. O cong vao ching ta sé
cong bo chuong trinh lam tw thién cua canh sat. Tt day ching ta sé thanh
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1ap mot doi thi ddu quyén anh lién khu vie, gom tat ca cac vo si da trang
chan chinh. Thanh vién cua doi sé dwgc nghi mot ngay lam moi tuan dé day
bon tré bi thiét thoi cach bao vé chinh minh. Tat ca moi hoat dong déu cong
khai va nham vao dip bau ct thong qua diéu khoan dac biét ctia ching ta
trong nam 1947.”

Tat ca sy chi y do don vé phia to6i. T6i nin thd cho dgi thoi khac dugc
nhan vao lam diéu tra vién. Khong thay ai Ién tiéng, to6i li€c sang cho
Blanchard. Phan than trén cta ciu ta nhin rat cwong trang nhung bung c6
vé da phinh ra. T6i tré hon va cao hon cdu ta doi chut, va cé thé toi cling
nhanh hon cau ta. Khong con ly do gi dé ti chdi, t6i 1én tiéng. “To6i chap
nhan.”

Moi ngudi vo tay khen nggi quyét dinh cua t6i. Ellis Loew mim cuwoi dé
16 ham rang sac nhw rang ca map. “Ngay thi dau la ngay 29 thang 10, tredc
ngay bau c* mét tuan. Ca hai cau dwgc toan quyén st dung nha thi dau dé
tap luyén. Muoi hiép dau hoi qua sic vi da lau hai cau khong van dong
nhiéu nhung khong lam thé moi ngudi sé cho rang chiing ta yéu 6t. Hai cau
c6 dong y khong?”

Blanchard tra 10i c6c 16c. “Néu khong thi tha di tham gia chién tranh con
hon.” Loew nhan mat nhin cdu ta. T6i n6i: “Vang, thwa sép.” Trong khi d6
tranh tra vién Malloy nang may anh tiu tit. “Twoi 1én nao.”

T6i mim cwoi gugng gao. Pén flash loé 1én. T6i thdy lod mat, khi cong
viéc chup dnh xong xudi, t6i thdy Ellis Loew dang ding trwdc mat minh.
“T6i dat cwgc cho cau rat nhiéu. Néu cau gidp toi thang cwoc, ching ta sé
la dong nghiép cua nhau.”

T6i nghi anh ta ding la loai xdo quyét ch6 chét nhung van Ién tiéng.
“Vang, thwa sép.” Loew thd o bat tay t6i va bé di. Khi mat t6i nhin duoc
binh thwong tré lai thi chi con mot minh trong phong.

To6i di thang may xubng tang trét, trong dau nghi cach tang can trd lai.
Blanchard nang t6i 200 pound va néu toi chi dirng lai @ mitc 175 pound dé
thi dau thi cau ta sé rat dé dang quat nga to6i. Pang phan van thi t6i da ra
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dén bai dau xe va thay doi thu caa minh dang ditng no6i chuyén v6i mot co
gai trong khi c6 ta vira hut thudc vira thoi tirng vong khaéi tron 1én troi.

Toi buwdc vé phia ho. Blanchard ditng dwa lwng vao chiéc xe tuan tra
khong mang phu hiéu chi tro gi dé véi c6 gai, con 6 ta thi van mai mé voi
nhitng vong khoi thudc. Mat co ta ngtra 1én troi, lwng nga ra sau, tay vin
vao ctra xe dé gilt thang bang. Mai téc nau vang cat ngang vai che kin ca
phan c6 gay com. Nhin chiéc do khoac hiéu Eisenhower b6 sat ngudi va
chiéc vay len t6i biét khong chi chiéc ¢6 ctia co ta gay com.

Thay t6i, Blanchard ra hiéu cho c6 ta. Nha hét ché khéi con lai trong
phoi, co6 ta nhin xuéng. Lic nay t6i méi thdy khudn mat kha xinh xan cda
o ta, tat cd cac bé phan duvong nhw khong hé an khép vdi nhau: tran cao
khong hop véi kiéu toc, miii cong, moi day va cap mat mau ndu sam kha to.

Blanchard gid¢i thiéu. “Gi6i thiéu véi Kay day la Bucky Bleichert.
Bucky, day la Kay Lake.”

Kay Lake viit diéu thudc xudng dat. Toi 1én tiéng, “Xin chao,” trong khi
van phan van khong biét c6 phai day la c6 ban gai ma Blanchard kiém dwgc
trong phién x an vu cudp ngan hang Boulevard-Citizens hay khong. Co ta
khong heé té ra lich si chit nao mac du da quan hé véi mot si quan canh sat
mdy nam roi.

Giong c6 ta hoi pha chit am mii. “T6i xem anh thi ddu quyén anh vai
lan roi. Anh toan thang.”

“T6i ludn chién thang. Co c6 phdi la fan ham mo khong?”

Kay Lake lac dau. “Lee ting 16i kéo t6i. Trudc chién tranh toi tham gia
cac 16p vé nghé thuat vi vay t6i thuwong mang gia vé dén do vé ludn cac vo

T »

s1.

Blanchard khodc vai c6 ta. “Co bé nay khién t& phai hit thuoc tra lai day.
Con néi khong mudn té té ra yéu dudi.” Cau ta lam dong tac gia b vo si
say don dé Kay Lake thoat ra khdi tay minh. Blanchard li€c nhin c6 nang
va lam thém vai ci dam lén troi. Nhitng cd dam rat nhanh va t6i tw nham
trong dau hai don vao ham va bung cau ta.
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“T¢ sé co gang khong lam cau ton thwong.”

Kay to vé gian dit truéc cau ndi cua toi, nhung Blanchard lai cwdi nhan
nhg. “Mat mdy tuan mdi thuyét phuc dwgc cd dy. Té da phai hita mua cho
c6 bé mot chiéc xe hoi m@i néu dong y thoi nhan nhé.”

“Pirng hita nhitng gi ma cau khong thé thuc hién.”

Blanchard cudi rét to va dén ditng canh Kay. T6i néi. “Ai la nguoi nghi
ra chuyén nay?”

“Ellis Loew. Chinh anh ta la ngwdi dwa té sang vi tri diéu tra vién, sau d6
mot anh ban dong nghiép xin roi khéi vi tri va ngay 1ap tic Loew nghi dén
cau. Anh ta nho Braven Dyer viét bai bao khi gié do, moi viéc con lai day
sang tay Horrall. Thyc ra anh ta khong dong y vGi cach lam nay nhung moi
nguoi déu cho rang diéu khoan dé can phai dwgc thong qua nén anh ta cling
gat dau.”

“Va anh ta lgi dung t& dé kiém tién? Néu t& thang t& sé c6 dugce vi tri
diéu tra vién kia?”

“Gan nhu thé. Uy vién cong t6 quan khong thich y twéng nay vi cho ring
ching ta sé khé lam ban dwgc véi nhau. Nhung anh ay ciing dong y - Bi
Horrall va Thad Green thuyét phuc. Ca nhan t& thi thwe sw hy vong cau sé
thang. Néu cau khong thang t& sé phdi lam viéc vGi Johnny Vogel. Thang
dé6 uc ich lai ban thiu nhung 6ng bd la ngwdi thé lwc bac nhat & co quan
diéu tra nay va ludn tim cach van dong hanh lang cho con trai minh. Khong
nhitng thé...”

T6i nhe nhang vo vao nguc Blanchard. “Trong nay cta cau la cai gi?”

“Ca cwoc cb tac dong hai chiéu. Co nang cua tG lai rat c6 khiéu véi
nhitng tht d6 dep cho nén t& khéng cam tam dé c6 ay that vong, phai
khong cung?”

Kay no6i. “Cit dé em la nhan vat thi¢ ba trong cau chuyén cua cac anh di.
Em dang thich nghe.”

Blanchard gio tay ra hiéu dau hang trong khi anh mat ctia Kay té ra rat
tirc gian. Toi to mo hoi: “Co6 nghi chuyén do6 thé nao thwa c6 Lake?”
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Bay gio thi anh mat c0 ta dao lién tuc. “Vé mat tham my, em nghi cd hai
nguoi déu rat hap dan khi cdi 4o ra. Vé mat dao ly, em cho rang S& canh sat
thanh phd Los Angeles sé bi ngwoi ta cwdi vao mat khi nghi ra tro nay. Vé
mat tai chinh, em hy vong Lee sé thang.”

Blanchard tdam dac nén cwoi rat to va vo that manh vao thung xe, t6i cling
cudi theo, khong con gitr vé khach khi nita. Kay Lake nhin thang vao mat
t0i, va lan dau tién - rat la nhung chac chan - t6i cam nhén thiy chiing t6i
da tré thanh ban bé. T6i dwa tay ra va va néi: “Chic cau gianh chién
thang.” Lee nam tay t6i. “Cau cling nhu vay.”

T6i nhan thady Kay coi chiing t6i nhw hai dita tré con qua anh mat cua co
ta. T6i lam dong tac ngd mii chao va budc di. Kay goi to: “Dwight,” khién
toi phan van khong hiéu sao c0 ta lai biét tén that cua t6i. Khi t6i ngoai dau
lai, co ta néi: “Anh sé rat dep trai néu anh stra lai ham rang.”
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Chuong 3

Tran dau trd thanh diém néng cua S& canh sat, sau do la ca thanh pho
Los Angeles va nhitng gi dién ra tai nha thi dau Academy luén duwoc
Braven Dyer twong thuat chi tiét trén trang thé thao cta to Thoi bdo. Vién
thwong Gy phu trach duwong s6 77 chinh thitrc dwgc giao phu trach dan xép
ty 1& ca cugc da xép cho Blanchard ty 1€ ba an mot, trong khi d6 dan ca do
chuyén nghiép cugce Blanchard thang bang ca knock-out véi ty 1€ 2,5 an
mot, con thang bang tinh diém hét tran la ty 1€ 5 an 3. Hoat dong ca do dién
ra cong khai on ao trong S&, hau nhw doi nao cling gép tién ca cuwgc. Dyer
cta to Thoi bdo va Morrie Ryskind cta t&¢ Tadm guong thém dau vao Itra
bang nhitng bai bdo ctia minh, hang phat hanh dia hat KMPC con sang tac
mot bai hat ngan véi tieu dé: “Piéu tango ctia chang Lira va chang Nuéc
da.” Pugc hoa am theo kiéu nhac jazz vGi giong nit cao, bai hat cé doan:
“Chang Ltra va chang Nuéc da khong nhu duong vai gia vi; hai con nguoi,
bén trdm pound trong lugng dén véi nhau. Chang Lira thdp sdng ngon nén
trong tbi, con chang Nuéc da lam diu con oi birc trong t6i, doi vdi toi thdt
chd con gi hon thé.”

T6i lai tr@ thanh ngwdi noi tiéng trong thanh pho. Vao gid diém danh t6i
quan sat cac tay ca doé bat tay vdi nhau va nhan 16i khen nggi tir nhitng
nhan vién canh sat ma t6i chwa hé gap bao gid. Anh chang Johnny Vogel
béo bi ltic nao cling nhin t6i bang anh mat thu dich khi ching t6i gap nhau
trong phong hop chung. Sidwell van déng vai tro la chuyén gia dwa chuyén
nhw moi khi, va theo 16i cau ta thi hai canh sat phu trach tuan tra ban dém
da dat cwgc ca chiéc xe hoi ciia minh, con Doi trwdng, dai uy Harwell nghi
han viéc cho cho dén khi tran dau dién ra xong xudi. Cac diéu tra vién
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thudc Poi canh sat chong t6i pham xa hoi cling phai tam ngirng cac hoat
dong ca do khac vi Mickey Cohen dang trich ra méi ngay 10 ngan do la
danh cho vu ca d6 nay, trong dé c6 5 phan tram tra cho cac hang quang cao
cta thanh pho dé ho dwa tin lang xé vé tran ddu. Harry Cohn, nhan vat tai to
mat 16n cta hang phim Columbia bé ra ca dong tién ca toi sé gianh chién
thang khi két thic tran dau va néu lam dwoc diéu do toi sé c6 mot tuan di
nghi thodi mai cung vGi Rita Hayworth™,

Nhitng viéc lam d6 doi vdi toi cha c6 y nghia gi 16n lao, nhung né cling
mang lai niém vui nho nho. T6i lao vao luyén tap véi cwdng do cao nhat tw
tredc dén nay.

Modi ngay, sau khi hét ca tuan tra t6i lai dén thang nha thi dau lam viéc.
Cha thém dé y dén Blanchard va nhitng canh sat khac hét ca lam ditng xung
quanh, toi lao vao tan céng chiéc tii trong lwgng, mot ci ddm thang bang
tay trai, ci ddm vong bang tay phai, ci moc tay trai. Mo6i lan lao vao tan
cong toi ra don lien tuc trong nam phut, nguwdi luc nao cling nhuan nhay trén
doi chan. Toi luyén tap thi dau cung véi cau ban cii Pete Lutkins va say mé
vdi chiéc tai téc dé cho dén khi nguwdi wét sting mo hoi, hai tay moi nht.
T6i bo gang va lai tiép tuc budc thém hai pound trong Iwgng vao moi chan
dé tap chay ra khu vyc doi Elysian Park, thinh thodng t6i con vung vay da
vao nhitng bui cay ven dwong hay doa dudi may con ché lang vang kiém
an. Vé nha, t6i tam bo bang mén gan, thit bo bit tét loai mot, rau bina™ va
thuwong di nga khi chwa kip céi quan éo.

Chin ngay trwdc tran dau, t6i vé tham 6ng gia va quyét dinh sé nhan danh
cugc dé co tién. Bo cling 1a dip toi vé tham ong gia theo 1€ thuwong. Toi 1ai
xe vé hwédng khu Lincoln Heights. T6i thdy hoi c6 16i vi khong thé vé tham
ong gia ngay khi nghe tin 6ng lai hanh dong dién r6. T6i mua that nhiéu
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qua cho 6ng dé chudc 16i, toan la d6 dong hop & siéu thi va rat nhiéu tap chi
danh cho cac c6 gai mdi 16n ma toi tich thu dugc.

T6i biét nhw thé van chwa da khi vé dén trwdc cira va thay ong gia dang
ngoi duwdi mai hién ngudi lao dao, tay cam chai siré chong ho. Tay kia 6ng
cam khau sting, hai mat lo dang nhin mo hinh chiéc may bay lam bang go
trén bai cd. T6i dirng xe buwdc dén choé 6ng. Quan do 6ng dinh day vét non
mta, nhitng dau mau xwong tréi han 1én dwéi da vi 6ng cha con chait thit
nao. Hoi théd 6ng sdc mui héi ham, anh mat do dan. Lan da bén dwdi bo rau
bac phéch néi day nhitng vét I16m dom do vi mach mau bi v&. Toi cdi nguoi
do ong day, nhung ngay lap tic 6ng gat tay t6i ra miéng lién thoadng.
“Scheisskopf! Kleine Scheisskopf!”

Toi kéo Ong gia ditng day. ong virt khau sing xudéng chan va noi, “Xin
chao", Dwight,” vdi thai do nhv 6ng vira gap toi ngay hom truac.

T6i lau nwdc mat néi. “Cha noi tiéng Anh di.”

Ong gia ndm khuyu tay phdi dit dit nim dam l4c lv nhu con rdn truéce
mat tdi. “Bon Anh cho chét! Churchill ch6 chét! Bon My cuc choé chét!”

T6i dé ong ngoi bén ngoai va vao kiém tra trong nha. Phong khach vt
day nhitng bo phan ctia m6 hinh may bay, may hop hat dau da mé bi rudi
bau day; phong ngu thi dan day cac bitc tranh phu nit khéa than nhung hau
hét cac birc dnh déu bi treo nguwgce. Nha tam sac mui nwdc tiéu. Trong bép,
ba con méo dang chau dau vao may hép ca ngtr chi con mot nira. Bon
ching gam gtr khi thdy t6i dén gan, to6i bi'c minh cam chiéc ghé quang vé
phia chung va quay ra.

Ong gia dang ngbi trén lan can trude hién van vé bd rau. So 6ng ngd, toi
buwdc dén tim tay d& ong va co kiém ché dé khong khéc thanh tiéng. “Cha
néi gi di, gi cling dwgc. MGi mot thang ma nha ctra da ra nhu thé nay sao.”

Ong gia gidy giua khién t6i phai ndm chét tay hon, nhung 16i téi lai phai
thad 1éng 6ng ra vi sg lam gdy tay ong. “Cau day a, Dwight? Co6 phdi cau
khong?” Va t6i biét sau con dot quy lan nay ong lai quén hét von tiéng Anh
ctia minh. T6i cd nhé vai cau tiéng Pic dé giao tiép vdi 6ng nhung khong
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thé nhd ra cau nao. Khi con tré con, t6i rat ghét 6ng gia nén c6 tinh khéng
hoc thit ngén ngl* ma 6ng muon day cho toi.

“Greta & dau? O dau, me cau?”

T6i khodc vai 6ng. “Me mat r6i. Cha khong mua ndi cho me doi ing nén
me bi lay can bénh quai ac d6. Me bi mu, cha cho me vao bénh vién va me
nhay lau ty te.”

“Greta!”

Toi gilt tay ong chat hon. “Théi nao, chuyén xdy ra mwoi bon nam nay
roi, rat 1au roi cha a.”

Ong gia lai day toi ra, tdi x6 dng dya vao cot lan can va giit 6ng & do.
DP6i moi 6ng run ray, mat 6ng nhgt nhat va to6i biét ong khong thé dién dat
dwgc y nghi cia minh. T6i nham chat mat va tim 10i dién dat ho 6ng. “Cha
c6 biét viéc cha lam anh huwéng dén con thé nao khong? Ngudi ta sé biét
con c6 mdt 6ng boé nghién ngap chét tiét. Nguwdi ta mudn bién con thanh
Sammy hay Ashida, nhwng Sammy da chét & Manzanar r6i.”

T6i m@ mat va thady minh khong thé khéc dugce nita; mat cha t6i tré nén
v6 hon. To6i nhac tay ra khéi vai 6ng va noi: “Dang lé cha phai biét tir lau
ro6i, bay gio thi moi tdi va déu do 1én dau con. Cha ding la con ngudi keo
kiét ban thiu. Cha giét me, d6 hoan toan la 16i caa cha.”

Toi biét c6 nobi nita cling chang gidi quyét dwoc viéc gi. “Bay gio thi cha
di nghi di. Con sé cham soc cha.”

Bubi chiéu hém dé t6i xem Lee Blanchard luyén tdp. Cau ta tap luyén
theo hiép thi dau bon phut v6i cac vo si cao 1éu nghéu muwen cta nha thi
dau Main Street (Phd chinh), phong cach ctia ciu ta hoan toan nghiéng vé
tan cong. Cau ta thuwong khom nguwdi moi khi lao 1én phia triedc, luén ludn
lam dong tac ra don nhi* moi; ci dam thang bang canh tay cta cau ta that
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tuyét voi. Dung la d6i tha kho vugt qua, moi khi Blanchard ra ci dam méc,
t0i c6 thé cdm nhan dugc sitc manh cia né mac du ditng cach xa t6i hai
muoi yard. Khong hoan toan chac chan cdu ta sé gianh dwgc tién qua tran
ddu, nhung tién bay gio da trd thanh 1y do chinh cda trdn diu gitta hai
ching t6i. Tién da lam céng viéc ctia ching toi tré nén khoé khan.

To6i 1ai xe vé nha va goi dién cho ngwoi dwa thw da nghi hwu thué trong
coi 6ng gia va don dep nha ctta. Ong ta dong y va toi goi dién cho mot
ngwoi ban cii héi tén vai tay chuyén ca d6. Cho rang t6i muon ty danh cugc
cho minh, nén cau ta gidi thiéu cho to6i hai nguwoi hoan toan khong lién quan
dén nhau, mét nguwoi tén la Mickey Cohen va mot ngwoi tén la Jack
Dragna. Dan ca do doc lap va Cohen ddat cugc vai ty lé hai an mot cho
Blanchard, nhung dwong day ca dé cua Dragna thi chi cwgc ngang tién, ho
dwa ra ty 1€ nay la vi da kham pha ra mot vai bao cao cho rang to6i rat khoe
va nhanh. T6i sé c6 thé kiém gap doi so tién t6i dau tw vao.

Bubi sang hom sau to6i goi dién bao 6m xin nghi va dai uy Harwell dong
y ngay lap tirc vi bay gio t6i da trd thanh nguwdi nodi tiéng. Khong bi cong
viéc qudy ray, toi di cam c6 so tiét kiém, doi cac trai phiéu thanh tién mat
va vay thém ngan hang hai ngan, mang lu6én ca chié€c Chevy hau nhw con
mé&i nguyén di cam c6. Tt ngan hang, t6i dén thang khu Lincoln Heights
gip Pete Lutkins. Ong ta dong y 1am theo nhitng gi ti yéu cau va ding hai
gio sau goi dién thong bao két qua.

Puong day ca do Dragna ma t6i yéu cau ong ta dén nhan dat cwgc cho
Blanchard néu cau ta ha do van t6i & nhitng hiép dau cudi, ty 1€ 1a hai an
mot. Néu t6i tru dugc dén hiép thi tdm tré di tdi sé thang 8.640 do la -
cling du dé dwa 6ng gia di dudng bénh trong vong hai dén ba nam. Toi da
danh doi chitc diéu tra vién kia lay mot khoan tién va cang cdm thdy hen ha
hon vi chi ddm dwa vao quy dinh ton tai dugc dén nhitng hiép dau cudi dé
gianh chién thang. D6 la thod thudn ma nguwoi ta gidp toi thwe hién dé co
tién va nguwoi dé khong ai khac ngoai Lee Blanchard.

Bdy ngay triedc tran dau, toi tang 1én 192 pound, t6i kéo dai doan duwong
chay va thoi gian tap luyén véi chiéc tii trong lugng ciling kéo dai 1én sau
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phtt. Duane Fisk, vién sy quan dugc giao lam huén luyén vién cho t6i canh
bao t6i tap luyén qua sitc, nhung t6i cha thém dé y ma van tiép tuc lao vao
tap luyén cho dén khi chi con cach trdn dau ding bén muoi tdm gio. Sau dé
toi chuyén sang cac dong tac tdp mém déo va bat dau nghién ctru doi thu
cua minh.

Ditng phia sau nha thi dau t6i quan sat Blanchard luyén tap & khu vurc
vong thi ddu trung tam. T6i nghién cttu nhitng so hd trong cac don tan cong
co ban cua cau ta, nhan xét phan ng ctia cdu ta moi khi doi tha tap luyén
ra dugc don hay. O tu thé 6m sat nhau, hai tay Blanchard thudng khép vao
trong lam chéch hwéng cac don tan cong vao bung, chinh vi vay sé khong
phong thu duwgc cac cii dam moc vao suwon. Bon nguy hiém nhét cta cau ta
- ci dam vong tay phai - luén dwgc thye hién khi Blanchard buwéc sang trai
hai budc va lac dau lam dong tac gia. Toi nhan thay rang sé rat nguy hiém
néu dé cau ta don ra mép vong thi dau, nhitng ci dam ngan lién tuc sé
khong cho doéi tha nhe ky hon cau ta co hoi nao dé thoat ra. Bén gan hon,
toi thady mot vét seo con chwa lanh han trén 16ng may Blanchard ma t6i can
tranh dé khoi bi trong tai cat ngang trong ldc thi dau. Hoi tiéc nhung mot
vét seo khac nam doc ngay bén mé trai 16ng nguc cau ta cé thé ciing la cho
ly twédng néu mudn Blanchard bi dau thém.

“Nhin anh ay khong dén noi nao khi céi tran thé kia dau.”

T6i quay lai va thay Kay Lake dang nhin minh tritng tritng. Lic nay Lee
Blanchard cfing da ngoi nghi trén ghé nhin cd hai chiing t6i.

“Gia vé cua c6 dau?” Toi hoi.

Kay vay tay chao Blanchard va cdu ta gio tay ra hiéu mot nu hon.
Chuong reo va Blanchard tré lai san thi ddu véi doi thu tap luyén ctia minh.

“Em bé vé roi. Thuc ra em vé cling khong gioi 1am nén doi cha dé.”

“Co0 chuyén sang chu dé gi?”

“Em chuyén sang y hoc, sau do la tam ly, tiéng Anh, roi lich sit.”

“T6i thich phu ni* phai biét minh can cai gi.”
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Kay mim cuwdi. “Em cling vay, nhung em lai khong biét minh can gi ca.
Con anh can gi?”

T6i quay nhin 1én phia san thi dau. Vai chuc khan gid dang ng6i xung
quanh vong thi dau trung tam, hau hét déu la cadc nhan vién canh sat da hét
gio lam va hau hét déu hut thudc. Khoi bay mu mit trén san thi dau, anh
sang tlr trén tran nha soi xudng bién né thanh man swong mu mau vang
nhat bao phu bén trén. Tat cd cac con mat déu d6 don vé phia Blanchard va
doi tha cua cdu ta. Tiéng la hét, huyén nao cling déu c6 vii cho ciu ta -
nhung chwa c6 sy xudt hién cta t6i trén san thi nhitng hanh déng dé chwa
c6 y nghia gi ca. “T6i la mot phan & day. Do 1a thi téi can.” T6i tra 10i Kay.

Kay lac dau. “Anh théi khong thi dau tr nam nam trwdce roi. D6 khong
con la cudc doi cua anh nita.”

Thai do hung hang ctia c6 nang lam t6i no6i cau. Toi khy lai. “Va ban trai
ctia c6 cling khong bao gio nhw t6i duwgc, c6 cung chang khac gi may co
nang bui doi duong chg trwde khi cau ay voé dugce co. Co...”

Kay Lake lam t6i budc phai ngirng 16i khi c6 ta cuoi pha lén. “Anh da
bao gio doc nhitng bai bao viét vé em chwa?”

“Chua. Thé con c6 thi doc vé t6i roi sao?”

“Pung thé.”

Bay gio thi t6i khong con 1y do dé khuy lai. “Tai sao Lee lai bé sy nghiép
thi dau? Tai sao cau ta lai gia nhap lyc lwgng canh sat?”

“Bat bon t6i pham lam anh dy cam thdy minh song c6 ky cwong hon.
Anh c6 ban gai chua?”

“T6i danh tron cudc doi cho Rita Hayworth. C6 thudng ve van rat nhiéu
canh sat hay toi la trvong hop ngoai 1€?”

Tiéng la hét lai bat dau phat ra tir phia dam dong. T6i quay sang va thay
do6i tha tdp luyén cua Lee ngd xudng san. Johnny Vogel tréo qua day lay
miéng dat miéng ra; mom cau ta chay day mau. Khi t6i quay sang cho Kay
thi c6 ta da tai xanh mat may, ngwdi thu lu trong chiéc 4o khoac. T6i néi.
“T6i mai con t6i té hon. To6t nhat c6 nén & nha.”
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Kay nhun vai. “Khong. Do s€ la thoi gian tuyét voi danh cho Lee.”

“Cau ay bao 6 dén hay sao?”

“Khong. Anh ay khong bao gio lam chuyén dé.”

“Blanchard dung la con ngudi nhay cam phai khong?”

Kay thoc tay vao tdi 4o khoac tim thudc 14 va diém. “Pung, cling nhw
anh, nhung anh ay thi khong bi sttt vai nhw anh.”

T6i cdm thdy mat nong birng. “C6 c6 chac la Iic nao c6 cling bam dwoc
cdu ay, lic nao ¢o6 cling chung thay véi cau ay?”

“Bon em dang c6 lam dugc viéc do.”

“Vay tai sao co khong két hon di? i lai lang nhang khong c6 lgi dau, va
néu dam quan chitc kia ma nghiém khac thi ho sé cdm Blanchard quan hé
véi co day.”

Kay rat than nhién pha nhitng vong khoi tron xuéng nén nha va ngudc
1én nhin t6i. “Bon em khong thé.”

“Tai sao khong? Co da nhang nhit trong mot thoi gian dai. Cau ta lai
chdp nhan cé nhitng c6 bo hit thudc 14, dé c6 dugc thodi mai tan tinh nhitng
vién canh sat khac. Con gi ly twéng hon thé nita.”

Tiéng vang lai r0 1én. Liéc mat nhin sang t6i thay Blanchard ra don. T6i
lam dong tac phan don ma khong hé dé y dén khong khi trong nha thi dau
luc dé. Vai giay sau toi mdi nhan ra minh dang lam gi va ngay lap tic dirng
lai. Kay buiing mau thudc 14 vé huéng vong thi dau va néi. “Bay gid em phai
di. Chiic may man nhé, anh Dwight.”

Chi c6 dng gia t6i md&i goi tén toi theo kiéu nhw vay. “Co chua tra 10i cau
hoi cua t6i.”

Kay ndi ngay. “Lee va em khong ngu vGi nhau dau.”

T6i chwa kip néi thém gi thi co ta da bién mat.

T6i quanh quan & san thi dau khodng mét gio nita. Gan t6i thi cac phong
vién va nhan vién ky thuat camera bat dau dén. Ho kéo thang dén cho vong
thi dau, noi c6 Blanchard va cac vo si tham gia luyén tap cung cau ta & do.
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T6i van phan van khong hiéu tai sao Kay Lake lai cwoi va bo di dot ngot
nhu vdy. Cé ai d6 nhin thdy t6i va hét 1én. “Bleichert, Bleichert cling c6
mat!” T6i voi vang chay ra cho dau xe noi cé chiéc Chevy da bi cam c6 hai
lan cia minh. T6i rit lui nhung khong biét lam gi hon ngoai viéc sé tim
hiéu thong tin vé c6 nang bui doi kho hiéu kia. T6i quyét dinh sé tim doc
cac bai bao viét vé c6 ta.

Mot nhan vién thudc phong tw liéu cta t& Herald, hinh nhw an twong véi
tam phu hiéu cua t6i nén dwa thang t6i dén cho ban doc. T6i néi vdi anh ta
toi quan tam dén vu cudp ngan hang Boulevard-Citizens va viéc budc t6i
tén cuwdp bat dwge. Chra day muwoi phut sau, anh ta quay lai véi hai tap ho
so boc da day cOp trén tay trong do c6 cac bai bdo duwgc sap xép can than
theo thi¥ ty thoi gian tir ngay 1 thang 1 dén 12 thang 2.

Ngay 11 thdng 2 ndm 1939, mét nhém bén tén da cudp xe boc thép ché
tien & mot khu pho ving nguoi cua Hollywood. Bon chiing dung xe mo to
cO tinh gay tai nan dé danh lac hwéng nguoi ldi xe 6t6. Khi nguoi 1di xe roi
khoi 6t6 xem hién trong vu tai nan, chiing di dao vao c6 hong anh ta
khong ché va budc hai nhan vién bdo vé khdc con ngéi trong xe cho chting
vao. Khi da vao trong, chung gay mé ca ba nguoi, troi ho lai va thay sau
tui dung toan sé dién thogi va déng xeng bdng sdu tui dung tién. Mot tén
Idi chiéc xe boc thép; ba tén con lgi ldy qudn do ctia mdy nhdn vién bdo vé
mdc vao. Ba tén nay ngang nhién di vao ngdn hang. Mét tén khéng ché cht
ngdn hang, hai tén con lai chop mdy tui dung tién thdt va lao ra ctra. Lic
nay tén ldi xe cung vao trong ngdn hang. Han don hét cdc nhdn vién thu
ngdn vao mét phong, khong ché va nhét ho bén trong. Khi cd bon tén vira
quay ra dén ngoai duong thi xe tuan tra ctua cdnh sdt Hollywood dén do
nhdn duvgc tin hiéu tu duong ddy bao dong riéng giita ngan hang voi canh
sdt. Canh sdt yéu cau hai tén cam tién dirng lai, bon chiing né sting va cdnh
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sdt ban lagi. Hai tén bi giét, hai tén trén thodt mang theo bon tii dung day
tién va thé tin dung.

Khéng thay thong tin gi c6 lién quan dén Blanchard hay Kay Lake, toi
1at xem hai bao céo diéu tra ctia s& canh sat Los Angeles.

Hai tén bi ban chét dugc xdc dinh la Chick Geyer va Max Ottens, nguoi
thanh ph6 San Francisco nhung khéng c6 nguoi thdn nao ¢ Los Angeles.
Nhan chitng vu cuép ngdn hang ndi coé thé nhdn ra hai tén bo tron qua dnh
hodc miéu ta lai hinh dang cta chiing - mil chiing kéo xuéng thdp, cd hai
tén déu deo kinh ram béng nhodng. Khéng cé nhdn chitng nao & cho xdy ra
vu cudp xe trong khi mdy nhdn vién bdo vé bi gdy mé khi chua kip nhin ré
bon chung.

Vu cuép thu hut rat nhiéu sy chti y ctia bdo chi mdy ngay lién. Trong mot
bai bdo Bevo Means cua to tap chi chuyén viét vé toi pham Bugsy Siegel
noi cdnh sat dang lan theo ddu vét hai tén cudp tréon thodt vi xdc dinh dugc
chiéc xe boc thép co dirng lai truéc ctta hang chuyén bdn d6 16t dan 6ng
Bug Man. Ho c6 thé sé tim bang dugc bon chiing cho du so tién bi cudp la
cua ngan hang chit khong phdi cua ho.

Cac bai bao cua Means con c6 nhiéu thong tin lién quan khac, va t6i 1at
xem lwét qua cho dén khi phat hién hang tit caa bai bdo ngay 28 thang 2:
“Goi y cta mét canh sdt tirng la vo si quyén anh lién quan dén vu cudp
ngan hang ddm mdu.”

Bai bdo cé qua nhiéu 16i ca ngoi chang Lira nhung lai qua it thong thong
tin. Leland C. Blanchard, 25 tudi, s§ quan cia S& canh sat Los Angeles
bién ché thudoc Phong canh sat diéu tra trung tam, cyu vo si quyén anh noi
tiéng cua giai Hollywood Legion Stadium da thdm van “nhitng nguoi c6
ngoai hinh giong bon cwép” va “nhitng ngwdi cung cap thong tin” va duwa ra
nhan dinh Robert “Bobby” De Witt la ké chit muwu ding sau vu cudp.
Blanchard chuyén thong tin sang cho cac tham t& cua canh sat Hollywood
va ngay lap tic ho lung suc nha De Witt. Canh sat tim thay can sa dugc cat
gidu ¢ do, dong phuc cia cac nhan vién bao vé va nhitng tii dung tién cua
ngan hang Boulevard-Citizens. De Witt cho rang minh v6 ti nhung van bi
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bat gitt va két t0i cudp cé vii trang, giét ngudi, cwdp xe va tang trit chat ma
tiy trai phép. Han bi bé tu - nhung van khong thay co6 thong tin gi lién quan
dén Kay Lake.

Chan nan vdi cac thong tin vé cudp boc va canh sat, toi xem 1wt tiép cac
trang sau. De Witt, ngudi dan goc San Berdo, tirng c6 ba tién an rang Siegel
hodc cénh sat da budc toi nham han ta: T Bugsy Siegel nham la vi truéc
day han c6 lién quan dén t6i pham, con canh sat nham la vi ho muon cé
nguoi dé budc toi. Han khong cé chitng cd ngoai pham vao ngay xdy ra vu
cwdp, va noi rang han cling khéng biét Chick Geyer, Max Ottens hay tén
tron thoat thi tw kia. Han dén toa nhung toa khong tin 161 han. Vi vay, han
bi budc t6i va bi két an tu chung than ¢ nha tu San Quentin.

Cudi cung thi t6i cling tim dugc thong tin lién quan dén Kay trong mot
bai bao cua ngay 21 thang 6. “C6 nang bui doi say mé canh sat! Ho sé cudi
nhau ngay?” Ngoai noi dung bai bao con c6 cac birc anh chup c6 nang va
Lee Blanchard cung v&i Bobby De Witt, ga dan ong c6 khudon mat luGi cay
dé téc hat nguoc ra sau. Bai bao bat dau bang viéc ké lai mot s6 hoat dong
ctia ngan hang Boulevard-Citizens, viéc Blanchard tham gia gidi quyét vu
an, sau dé tiép tuc:

... va vao thoi gian xdy ra vu cudp, De Witt dang cho mét co gdi tré rat
dn tuong ¢ nho, Katherine Lake, 19 tudi, nguoi bang South Dakota dén tir
nam 1936 khong phdi dé thuc hién gidc mo dién anh ma dé hoc dai hoc.
Nhitng gi c6 c6 dugc xitng ddng vdi tam bang dai hoc vé tdan céng bon toi
pham.

“T6i phdi & nho Bobby vi t6i cha con cho nao khdc.” Lake néi v&i phong
vién cta to Herald Aggie Underwood. “Liic do6 van dang thoi la ky Bai suy
thodi va viéc lam rat khan hiém. T6i thuong di b6 & khu vuc quanh nha tro
khtiing khiép do, va vi vdy téi gdp Bobby. Bobby cho t6i mét phong riéng &
nha minh va noi sé ddng ky cho t6i vao hoc ¢ truong Valley J.C. d6i lai toi
phdi lau chui nha ctra sach sé. Bobby khong thuc hién loi hita do nhung toi
dugc trd hdu hinh hon minh tuéng.”
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Kay tirng nghi Bobby De Witt la nhac sy, nhung thuc ra han la tay buén
ma tiy va chuyén ddat méi mai dam. “Litc dau Bobby doéi xtr rdt tot vdi toi,”
Kay noi tiép, “Sau dé anh ta bat téi uéng coén thuéc phién va & nha suot
ngay dé trd loi dién thogi. Ttr d6 moi viéc tré nén toi té.”

Kay Lake khong hé ngan ngai gidi thich diéu “tré nén toi té” kia la gi,
va c6 ta ciing khéng hé ngac nhién khi canh sdt bat De Witt vi c6 lién quan
dén vu cudp xdy ra ngay 11 thdng 1. C6 ta chuyén dén séng nho nha mot
c6 gdi lang choi khdc & ph6é Culver va khi duoc triéu tdp dé chiing kién
viéc budc toi De Witt ¢6 ta van dén mdc du rdt so vi chu cii “hdo tdm” cua
minh.

“D0 la trdach nhiém cua t6i,” co ta néi, “Va tat nhién, tai budi budc toi
do toi gdp Lee.”

Lee Blanchard va Kay Lake yéu nhau tir dé. “Ngay khi gdp c6 dy t6i biét
ngay do la c6 gdi danh cho t6i.” Sy quan Blanchard cé lan da néi vdi Bevo
Means, nguoi chuyén ghi chép cdc vu pham toi. “Co dy co vé dep mé hon.
Mdc du cudc séng trudc ddy ctua cé dy nhiéu song gié nhung téi sé lam cho
né phdng ldng tro lai.”

D6 ciing khong phdi la tham kich dau tién trong doi Lee Blanchard. Khi
cdu ta muoi bon tubi, c6 em gdi mdi chin tubéi mdt tich va khéng bao gio
tré lai. “T6i nghi dé chinh la ly do tbi tir bo sw nghiép thi dau dé dén voi
nghé canh sdt.” Blanchard néi tiép. “Bait giir bon toi pham tao cho t6i cdm
gidc trdt tw ky cuong.”

Cdu chuyén tinh ctua ho xudt phdt nhv vdy. Nhung roi né sé di dén dau?
Kay Lake noi. “Diéu quan trong dbi voi téi bdy gio la viéc hoc cua tbi va
Lee. Nhitng ngay hanh phtc lai dén vd&i toi roi.”

Co6 vé nhu ho dad la cua nhau.

Toi gdp cudn s6. Ngoai trir treong hop cd gai kia thi khong con gi dang
chua y doi vai téi. Nhung nhin chung c6 mot s6 viéc ma to6i cam thay kho
hiéu: Blanchard ttr bé sy nghiép vinh quang ctia minh va chdp nhan mot c6
nang nghién hut; mot bé gai rd rang la bi giét va vitt xac & dau do; Kay
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Lake c6 lién quan dén ca hai mat caa phap luat. Mé& lai cuén so, t6i nhin
cham cha bitc hinh cia Kay bdy nam tredc. Mac du méi mwoi chin tudi
nhwng t6i van thdy Kay Lake qua khon ngoan khi néi ra duwgc nhitng diéu
ma Bevo Means cho la xuat phat tit miéng c6 ta. Nhin diéu bo gia ngdy gia
ngo cua co ta khién téi tirc gian.

T6i tra lai cudn s6 cho nhén vién thw vién va lao ra duwong trong khi van
phan van vé nhitng gi minh vira chitng kién mac du toi biét dé c6 thé chitng
minh dwgc sy quyén rii kia ctia Kay Lake thi khong thé chi dya vao chitng
c6. Bi quanh quan khong c6 cha dinh dé giét thoi gian cho dé ngu khi quay
vé nha, t6i mdi chgt nhan ra ngoai 6ng gia, chitc diéu tra vién kia, thi Kay
Lake va Lee Blanchard ciing la nhitng nguwdi ma t6i can quan tam trong
thoi gian tdi, va t6i can phai tim hiéu ho qua nhitng 16i néi 1ém linh, bong
gi6 va tran dau sap tdi.

T6i ghé vao mot hiéu ban thit bo bit tét trén dwong Los Feliz va an ngdu
nghién mot xudt bit tét loai mot khong 16, rau bina va khoai tay ran truéc
khi long vong sang dai 16 Hollywood va khu bd song. Cha cé rap chiéu
phim nao dua sttc hap dan doéi vdi toi, trong khi cac cau lac bd & duong
Sunset thi lai qud xa hoa véi nguwdi méi noi nhw t6i. Dén dau dwong
Doheny thi khéng con den dudng va téi quyét dinh di 1én hwdng may ngon
doi. Buwong Mulholand day xe tuan tra ctia canh sét di san dan vi pham t6c
do.

Di mai cling chén, t6i leo 1én bo dé song. Pén pha cia cac rap chiéu
phim phia lang Westwood soi ngugc xudi lén troi; toi ding lang xem cac
vét anh sang 1on di 16n lai nhw bi th6i mién mac du tiéng xe chay dwdi
duong Mulholand van am am. Chi khi nhitng vét sang dé tat di t6i mai giat
minh xem dong ho thi da qua nivra dém.

Vuwon vai, t6i ngodi xuéng nhin mdy nha con sang deén va lai nghi dén
Kay Lake. Suy luan tr nhitng bai bao kia t6i nhan thay viéc c¢6 ta phuc vu
Bobby De Witt va ddm ban ctia han, c6 thé co ta chi phuc vu bon ching dé
kiém tién, chitng t6 0 ta da thyc sy trd thanh ba ndi trg cho nha han, tham
chi con bi han dau doc bang cén thuéc phién. D6 la sw thwe mac du khong
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tot dep gi. Cach c6 ta thoat khoi do6 cling rat dang ngd, va to6i khong hiéu
sao Blanchard c6 thé s6ng véi c6 ta ma khong hé tim hiéu ky luwong.

Anh dén phat ra tir cc ngdi nha dan tit va chi con lai mot minh tdi. Mot
lan gi6 lanh pha xudng tir phia may ngon doi, t6i ring minh va c6 ngay cau
tra 10i.

Két thic mot tran dau, ban d6 mau, d6 mo hoi, nhung cam thay ty hao va
hang hai. Nhitng tay ca do vira kiém tién bang sitc Iyc cia ban mang dén
cho ban mot c6 géi. C6 thé la c6 nang chuyén nghiép, ban chuyén nghiép
hay tham chi nghiép dw. Ban lam chuyén dé6 trong phong thay do, hay tham
chi ngay trén hang ghé sau chat hep. Khi ban quay tré ra, ngudi ta xtim lai
quanh ban, muén s& vao nguwdi ban, va ban lai cdm thdy minh tré thanh
ngoi sao. Do 1a phan tiép theo cda tro choi, c6 thé tam goi la hiép thi dau
thit muwdi mot hodac mwoi hai gi d6. Khi ban tré lai cudc song binh thuwong,
ban mé&i nhan ra dé la sy mém yéu, mat mat. Blanchard da tir gia tro choi
dé, cau ta can phai biét, phdi tach bach tinh yéu danh cho Kay.

T6i ngbi vao xe quay vé nha va bay gio thi t6i lai phan van khong biét c6
nén cho Kay biét rang t6i khong c6 phu nit nao bén canh chi vi tinh duc doi
vdi tdi cha khac gi sy tra tan.
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Chuvong 4

Tiéng chudng noi 1én, ching toi lan lwgt ra khoi phong thay quan 4o. T6i
hirng hue khi thé day ctra budce ra. Hai gio tride toi da nhai mot miéng thit
bo bit tét that to, nuét phan nwdc va nho ba di, dén bay gio t6i van cam thay
mui mau dong vat trong mo héi cia minh. Toi tién dén goc danh cho minh
tredc tran dau ma s6 khan gia dén xem dong ky luc déi vai toi tir tredc dén
gio.

Khan gia dén xem chat nich nha thi dau, ho ngoi chen nhau trén ghé cua
khan dai va ghé g6 xép thém. Dwong nhw ngwdi nao ciing la hét, ho tom é&o
yéu cau t6i giét doi thu. Cac khu thi dau xung quanh da dugc thdo d& hét
chi con vong thi dau trung tam dwoc chiéu thit 4nh sang vang néng ran. Toi
tum sgi day dudi cung ngan vong thi dau va chui 1én dai.

Trong tai la Jimmy Lennon, nhan vién tuan tra da c6 tudi thuéc Doi tuan
tra trung tam. Mé bén vong thi dau toi thay c6 Stan Kenton dang thi tham
noi chuyén véi Misty June Christy, Mickey Cohen, Thi truéng Bowron,
Ray Milland va rat nhiéu cac sy quan canh sat khac mac thwong phuc.
Kenton vay tay chao t6i; t6i hét to “Khen nhiéu vao nhé!”. Anh ta cugi con
toi gio tay chao khan gia khién ho ho hét tan thuwéng. Tiéng gao thét ngay
cang to; t6i quay ngwoi tim kiém va thdy Blanchard cling da buéc vao san
thi dau.

Chang Ltra dit tay vé phia t6i va toi cling gio tay lam dong tac ddm nhe
chao lai cau ta. Duane Fisk dan t6i dén ghé; t6i cdi 4o khoac, ngoi dwa lung
vao ghé, hai tay quan quanh sgi day thirng trén cung ngan vong thi dau.
Blanchard ciing da vao ch6 ctia minh va ching t6i bat gap anh mat cua
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nhau. Jimmy Lennon vay trong tai vé phia goc trung lap, mot chi€c micro
duwgc treo tir ndc nha xuéng. Lennon chop lay né va hét to: “Thwa quy vi,
cac nhan vién canh sat va cac c6 dong vién cta thanh ph6 Los Angeles, bay
gio la thoi diém bat dau ctia ban tango gitta chang Lira va chang Nuwdc da.”

Pam dong lai 6 1én la hét. Lennon cho dén khi khong khi diu b6t méi
tiép tuc: “Dém nay chung ta sé dwgc chitng kién muwdi hiép dau quyén anh
hang ning. O phia géc trdng, mic quan sodc trang 1a mot si quan canh sat
Los Angeles v@i thanh tich tuyét voi bon mwai ba tran thang, bon tran thua
va hai tran hoa. Anh ndng hai tram linh ba pound rudi, thwa quy vi, xin
dwgc tran trong chao don Lee Blanchard rat cao 16n cia ching ta...!”

Blanchard céi 4o, hon gang va tung tay ra bon phia dap lai khan gia.
Lennon lai chd cho dén khi tiéng ho hét lang bét méi ti€p tuc cat cao giong
néi dwoc phéng dai qua am ly: “O phia géc den kia, v si ning 91 pound,
cling la mot sy quan canh sat Los Angeles, v&i chudi thanh tich bat bai, ba
muoi sau tran thang lién tiép - xin gidi thiéu Bucky Bleichert ddy mwu meo
cua chung ta...!”

To6i tiép nhan nhitng 10i hoan ho cudi cung, ghi nhé nhitng khuén mat
ngoi bén canh san thi diu, c6 gang té ra ty tin. Tiéng 6n ao trong nha thi
ddu giam bét, t6i budc ra gitta san thi ddu va Blanchard ciing tién ra; trong
tai 1dm bam mdy cau gi d6 ma téi khong nghe rd; chang Lira va chang
Nuéc da cham gang. T6i thay hodng sg, that ngd ngan khi lui lai phan goc
san thi ddu gianh cho minh. Fisk b6 miéng ddt miéng vao cho t6i. Ngay lap
tirc tiéng chudéng vang 1én va tran dau bat dau.

Blanchard ra luén hai qua dam thang bang canh tay trong tuw thé co
nguoi, lac dau ¢ gitta vong thi dau. Ca hai cd dam déu trugt, t6i van di
chuyén sang bén trai, tranh doi dau va ép cau ta phai ra don bang tay phai.

Tiép theo la qud mo6c vao swon trai. Toi nhin thiy rat rd lién buéc tranh
sang bén va boi luon mot qua dam vong bén trai vao dau. Qua méc cua
Blanchard sugt qua lung toi, d6 la mot trong nhitng qua don danh hut manh
nhat ma toi tirng chitng kién trong doi thi ddu ctia minh. Tay phai cta ciu ta
ha thap va t6i tiép luon mot c dam moc, cu dam trang dich rat dé dang va
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trong khi Blanchard con dang lo phong tha cho so ha, t6i tiép thém mot ca
dam kép vao swon. T6i lui lai trede khi cau ta tién dén 6m sat nguwdi nhung
ngay lap tirc ban tay trai cau ta da cham vao c6 t6i. T6i choang vang nhung
ngay lap tirc 1ay lai thang bang va bat dau di chuyén.

Blanchard dudi theo, t6i luén di chuyén ngoai tdm vdi ctia cau ta va ty
nhdc nhd minh la chi danh nhitng don thap dé khong lam ton thwong dén
vét seo trén 16ng may cau ta. Thu minh 14y da, Blanchard ra lién tiép may
ci mAc; t6i budc sang bén lam cac dong tac két hgp d& va tranh. Khoang
mot phut sau do toi mai lam quen dugc voi cac don nghi binh cta cau ta va
khi dau cau ta vira lao ra, t6i 1ap titc thye hién nhitng ci moc tay phai vao
mang suon.

To6i di chuyén vong quanh va phéng ra nhitng ci dam rat nhanh.
Blanchard dudi theo tim cho so hd ra nhitng don chi mang. Hiép dau da sap
troi qua va toi nhan thay anh sang hat xuong tr tran nha va khéi thuéc pha
ra tit dam dong khién cdm nhan cua toi vé san thi dau khong con chinh xac
nita - to6i khong thé nhin r6 nhitng sgi day thirng ngan xung quanh. To6i liéc
ra sau, quay lai va ngay lap titc mét ci dam doi vao canh dau.

To6i ldo dao lui vao phia goc trang; Blanchard nhv muén an twoi nuot
song toi luon. Pau t6i lung bung, hai tai 1 dic nhw cé ngudi dat bom bén
trong. T6i gio hai tay lén tredc mat dé bao vé; Blanchard lién tuc thuc hién
nhitng cti méc trai, méc phai dé budc t6i phéi ha tay xudng. Pung lic dé toi
thdy minh man trd lai, t6i 6m chat 14y chang Lira va day ca hai chuing t6i ra
gitta san. Cu6i cung thi trong tai cling phdi can thiép tach hai ching t6i ra
va ho 16n “Giai lao”. T6i van 6m chat Blanchard khién trong tai phai day
hai chung t0i ra.

Toi lui lai, cAm giac choang vang va u tai khong con nita. Blanchard lai
lao vao, do6i chan chac nich. T6i trdnh sang trai va ngay lap tic chang Lee
cao 16n 18 trén nga song soai xudng san thi dau.

To6i khong biét ai la nguwdi bi sdc nhiéu hon ai. Blanchard ng6i dé nghién
chat rang nghe trong tai dém; t6i di chuyén vé gbc trung 1ap. Trong tai dém
dén by thi Blanchard ditng day va lan nay thi t6i ra don. Chang Lira ditng
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nhuw troi trong, hai chan giang ra trong tw thé san sang ha guc doi thu hoac
cling c6 thé bi ha guc luén. Ching téi vira dinh lao vao nhau thi trong tai
buéc xen vao gitta hét to “Chudng roi! Chuong réi!”

T6i quay lai géc san thi dau danh cho minh. Duane Fisk lay miéng dat
miéng va xoa khan nuwdc lén nguoi cho toi; toi quay ra nhin khan gia dang
vO tay tan thuwdng. Nhin gwong mat ho toi biét rang: t6i c6 thé dé dang vuot
qua duwoc Blanchard. Nhung tiéng la hét kia nhac nha t6i khong dwgce danh
mat minh trong tran dau nay.

Fisk nhét miéng dat miéng trd lai cho t6i va thi tham nhac nhd: “Dting bi
cau ta cuén theo. Tranh ra ngoai va loai bo nhitng ci dam thang bang canh
tay!”

Chuong lai cat 1én, Fisk budc ra khoi san va Blanchard lao thang dén cho
t0i. Bay gio nguwdi cau ta hoan toan ditng thang. Lién tiép cac cti dam thang
bang canh tay dugc tung ra, moi ldc cau ta lai tién dén gan hon, tang t6i
thém mot cti ddm ngang tay phdi. T6i di chuyén trén cac ngon chén, tranh
ra khoi tam cdc ci dam thang va tao thanh nhip di chuyén dé budc
Blanchard boc 10 so ho.

Hau hét cac ci phan don cuda t6i déu chinh xac trong khi Blanchard lién
tuc gay strc ép. Toi thoc mot qua vao swon phai cau ta va Blanchard cling
tra diia ludbn mot qua vao suwon phai toi. Khi hai nguoi ap sat vao nhau,
chung toi dung ca hai tay ra don, nhung do khong c6 du khoang khong nén
nhitng cd danh chi nhw nhitng ca huych canh tay. Blanchard van cti sat
cam xuong xwong quai xanh gay khoé khan cho nhitng don danh nguoc 1én
t’ bén trong cua toi.

Hai ching t6i bam chat 1ay nhau, cdc don danh bay gio chi la nhitng lan
cham nhe vao vai va canh tay. T6i cam nhan dugc sitc manh vugt troi cta
Blanchard, nhung van c6 tinh khong chiu tach ra khi chwa thyc hién dugc
don nao lam cau ta bi dau. Nhung chang Lira bay gio dudng nhw nam dwoc
y do ctia toi nén to ra rat khon ngoan.
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Pang giang co thi Blanchard bat ngd 1ui lai mot buwdc va méc mot cu rat
manh vao phan bung dwédi cta téi. Cti dam lam t6i bat ra va toi lai bat dau
di chuyén. T6i cam nhan thiy nhitng sgi day thitng cham vao lwng minh va
gio tay 1én phong tht, nhwng chwa kip thwe hién y d6 cta minh thi mot cu
dam khac lai tim dén ding cho cta qua dam trwdc. T6i phan xa ha tay
xuong phong thu bén dwdi thi ngay 1ap titc ci méc tay trai ctia Blanchard
tring vao cam.

T6i bat ra khéi vong day va nga khuyu xudng san. Con chan dong lan toa
tlr cam 1én dau; t6i chi con 10 md nhin thay trong tai chi Blanchard ra chd
goc trung 1ap. Toi quy mot goi, tay bam sgi day thirng dwdi cung co ding
day nhung lai bi mat thang bang nga sdp xudng san. Blanchard da di
chuyén ra dén goc trung 1ap va co 1é tw thé nam sap khién t6i thidy bét
choang vang. Toi hit thd that sau; khong khi tioi méi lam t6i thay do dau.
Trong tai quay lai va bat dau dém, dén sau thi t6i dirng day. Pau go6i van
hoi run nhung t6i da c6 thé ditng vitng duwgc. Blanchard dang hon gang va
tung tay chao nguwdi hdam mo, t6i hit thd manh dén n6i miéng dit miéng
suyt bay ra ngoai. Trong tai cam tay toi xoa 1én 4o anh ta va ra hiéu cho
Blanchard tiép tuc thi dau.

T6i cam thdy v6 cung titc gian nhu dita tré bi lang ma. Blanchard lai lao
dén hai tay dé hd rat khinh suat. Dwong nhw cau ta cha coi toi ra gi ca. To6i
tiép don cau ta, ra mot don nhit bang canh tay trai. Blanchard dé dang loai
bd don cna t6i. Cau ta lay hét sirc thye hién mot ci dam vong bang tay phai
dé két liéu toi, va trong khi Blanchard con dang thu tay vé t6i phan lai bang
mot ci dam thang vao miii. Blanchard lui lai, va khong bo 16 co hdi, toi
thém mot cd moc trai vao swon. Chang Lira khong con kha nang tw vé; toi
ap sat vdi cu ddm moc 1én cam tiép theo. Blanchard ldo dao lui ra mép san
thi dau khi tiéng chuong lai vang lén.

Pam dong ho hao co vii, “Buck-kee! Buck-kee! Buck-kee!” khi t6i quay
vé goc san cta minh. T6i nha miéng dat miéng ra va thd hon hén; t6i nguwdc
1én nhin nhitng nguwdi ham mo va biét chac chan rang tit ca cac hgp dong
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ca do da nga ngii, t6i sap ha thu dwgc Blanchard va kiém dwgc da tién dé
cham soc tron goi cho ong gia nha toi.

Duane Fisk hét to: “DPanh di! Danh di!” Cac sy quan cdnh sat mdc sac
phuc ng6i bén mé san thi dau nhin t6i cwdi nhan nhg; t6i lam dong tac chao
dap lai mang ding phong cach dac trung ctia minh. Fisk doc mot chai nuwéc
vao miéng toi, toi sic miéng va nho ra ngoai. Anh ta lai di ti mui amonic
dwéi miii va thay miéng dat miéng cho toi - chuong lai reo.

Day la lic toi phai hét sitc can than - dé chinh la thé manh cua toi.

Bon hiép dau tiép theo t6i lién tuc nhdy nhét, ra don gia va ddm thang
bang canh tay tr phia ngoai, t6i van dung toi da lgi thé khodng cach mang
lai va khong dé cho Blanchard tim duwgc t6i hodc di sat toi vao mé san thi
ddu. T6i chi tap trung vao mot muc tiéu duy nhat dé la vét seo trén 16ng
may cda cau ta, tay trai t6i lién tuc ra cadc don nham vao né. Néu ci dam
cta t6i trang dich va Blanchard day tay lén dé phong tha thi tdi ngay lap
tirc tiép can gan va lam luén mot ci moéc tay phai vao bung. Nhung hau
nhw don nao Blanchard ciing phan khang dwgc va moi lan nhw vay toi lai bi
doi ngwoc ra khién nguwdi run rdy. Cudi hiép thit sau, 16ng may caa
Blanchard dinh day méu, ngudi toi cling dau é am ti* xwong song kéo sang
bén mang swon. Ca hai ching t6i déu nhw nhitng con thi say don.

Hiép thit bay thuc s 1a tran chién gitta hai chién binh kiét sitc. T6i van
co gitt khodng cach xa va ra nhitng don bang canh tay; Blanchard giit tay
cao dé che cho bi thwong & I6ng may va khong dé cho mau chay vao mat.
MOoi lan to6i ti€p can ra don vao phan bung dwdi, cau ta lai phan don luén
bang cu thoc cling vao phan bung duéi cua t6i.

Tran dau thuc sw la cude chién khéng can sirc. Chwa dén hiép dau thi
tdm nhwng mat téi da hoa 1én, ti€ng hét “Buck-kee! Buck-kee!” nhw nhitng
tiéng blia nén vao tai toi tr phia ngoai. Phia bén kia san dau, huan luyén
vién cia Blanchard dang dung gac bang bé vét thwong cho cau ta. T6i ngoi
thup xudng ghé dé Duane Fisk tiép nuwdc, xoa vai trong khi mat khong hé
roi chang Lira cna t0i, t6i c6 gang twdng twgng ciu ta nhuw 6ng gia nha t6i
dé c6 da sitc manh cam thu cho chin phut thi dau tiép theo.
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Chudng lai reo. T6i di chuyén ra phia gitta san dau, hai chan run rdy. Van
v6i tw ché khom nguwoi, Blanchard tién vé phia t6i. Chan cau ta cling run
rdy khong kém va toi thay vét thuwong cta ciu ta khéng con hd ra nita.

T6i yéu 6t ra mot don thang bang canh tay. Blanchard da doan dugc y do
nén cit dé t6i thwe hién don danh, dén khi tay téi gan cham dich cau ta méi
gat ra khién doi chan mét méi caa t6i khong thé nao lay lai thang bang
duwgc nita. T6i thay vét thwong trén 16ng may cua cau ta lai hd ra, nhung
vira thdy mau chdy ra tit khuoén mat cta Blanchard thi t6i cling bi mdt don
vao bung. T6i nho miéng dat miéng ra, ldo dao lui lai va va manh vao vong
day bao quanh san thi dau. T6i c6 cdm gidc minh phai lui rat 1du méi cham
duwgc vao may sgi day thirng dé, va toi biét trong tai chuan bi dém sé cho
toi. T6i don hét long cam ghét con lai trong minh vao tay phdi va dam
thang vao muc tiéu dinh day mau dang 160 md& hién ra trwedc mat to6i. C6 cam
giac sun miii dwdi tay t6i triede khi tat ca bién thanh man dém tridc mat toi.
T6i ngwdc mat nhin 1én va thdy minh dang dwoc khiéng di; Duane Fisk va
Jimmy Lennon dang di bén canh. T6i khac mau ra va 160 m¢& thdy Lennon
néi. “Toi thang. Khong phai tdi nay dau. Cau bi danh bai bang don knock-
out ¢ hiép thi tam.”

Khi da hiéu ra moi chuyén, t6i thodi mai nam im cho moi nguwdi cham
soc. Diéu cudi cung téi con nghi dén trwdc khi bat tinh do la t6éi da cé tién
dé cham séc cho ong gia.

T6i duge nghi mudi ngay dé cac bac sy cham s6c. Xuwong swon bam tim,
ham sung to nhw qua chudi. Ci dam cta Blanchard lam t6i long mat sau
rang. Bac sy cling noi vaGi t6i Blanchard bi gay xwong mui, vét rach & 16ng
may phai khau hai mwoi sdu mii. Néu xét trén khia canh thwong tich ctia ca
hai bén thi tran dau la mot that bai nang né.

https://thuviensach.vn



Pete Lutkins thu tién chién thdang c4 do cho t6i va cung to6i di tim nha
nghi dudng cho ong gia - do la mot khu nha nhé mang tén King David,
cach dwong Miracle Mile mét day nha. Vi khoan tién hai ngan do la mot
nam va nam muwoi do la moi thang trir vao cudn séc an sinh xa hoi thi 6ng
gia nha toi sé c6 dugc mot phong riéng va co6 thé tham gia nhiéu hoat dong
“xa hoi” khac ctia minh. Hau hét nhitng nguwoi gia dugc dwa dén diéu tri &
khu diéu dudng bénh tdm than nay déu la ngwdi Do Thai va toi hai 1ong khi
thdy ong gia Kraut dién khung nha minh sé phdi song phan doi con lai cia
minh @ noi toan danh cho nhitng ngudi bi coi la quan thu. Pete va toi cho
ong gia vao dd, va khi ching to6i chuan bi ra di, t6i thdy 6ng nhan nhd vdi
cO y ta tredng va nhin nhw muodn an twoi nuét séng co bé nguwdi da mau dén
don givong.

Sau viéc do, t6i & 1i trong nha doc sach, nghe nhac jazz, va boi bo cho
minh bang mén kem va sup - nhithg moén duy nhat t6i c6 thé ty nau. Téi hai
long khi biét rdng minh da thi ddu hét sic va da gianh chién thang theo
cach cta minh.

Chuong dién thoai reo lién tuc nhung t6i khong nhac may vi toi biét chac
dé6 chi la nhitng cudc goi ctia canh phéng vién va canh sat goi dén dé an ui
toi. Toi cling khong hé nghe nhitng budi phat thanh ngan hay doc bao. To6i
khong mudn chitng kién canh minh bi nguwdi ta nhac dén, va thu minh nhw
thé nay co 18 1a cach hay nhat t6i c6 thé lam.

Vét thwong cta toi dang lanh trd lai va sau mot tuan thi chan tay téi ngia
ngay nén khong thé ng6i nha dwgc nita. Budi chiéu téi thwdng ngoi sau nha
xem con meéo cua ba cht nha rinh bat chim. Pang mai mé xem thi cé tiéng
goi bat ngo. “Cau da xem chan chwa?”

T6i nhin xudng va thay Blanchard dang ding phia dwdi bac thém. Long
may cau ta van quin bang trang, miii bep di xuéng va dé wng. Nhin bo
dang cau ta khién t6i khong nhin dwgc cudi. “Cau dén bao gio day?”

Blanchard méc tay vao that lwng. “Cau c6 thich lam diéu tra vién vdi t@
khong?”
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“Cai gi?”

“Cau nghe thdy r6i con gi. Pai uy Harwell da goi dién cho cau nhung
cau co them nghe may dau.”

T6i van chura tin vao tai minh. “Nhung té da thua. Ellis Loew néi...”

“Quén nhitng 16i Ellis Loew néi di. Cau da doc bao chwa? Khoan dé xuat
ctia ching ta da dugc thong qua ngay hom qua r6i, c6 1é vi ching ta da
mang dén cho ct tri mot tran dau hay. Horrall néi v6i Loew rang Johnny
Vogel khéng duwgc chdp nhan, cé nghia la ciu la sy Iwva chon duy nhét cia
anh ta. Cau co thich cong viéc d6 khong?”

T6i bwdc xudng va gio tay ra. Blanchard nam tay toi rat chat va chép
mat.

Tinh ban cta chdng t6i lai bat dau.
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Chuong 5

Tru s& Phong canh sat diéu tra trung tdm nam & tang sau toa nha Hoi
trerong thanh pho, nam gitta Phong diéu tra &n mang thudc S& canh sat Los
Angeles va Phong hinh sy thudc van phong ty vién cong t6 quan - cung
chung mot khoang khong gian bén trong dwgc ngan cach bang hai ban lam
viéc ké doi dién nhau, hai ti hé so va mot tam ban do hat Los Angeles.
Trong phong c6 ctta kinh bdng thach anh ghi dong chit PHO UY VIEN
CONG TO QUAN ELLIS LOEW ngin vé&i bubng lam viéc cia trudng
phong canh sat diéu tra va Gy vién tredng cong td quan - sép cua anh ta.
Riéng khu virc danh cho Phong diéu tra an mang thi khong c6 gi ngan cach.
D6 1a m6t khu phong rong c6 rat nhiéu ban lam viéc, twong dugce lam bang
van cach am treo day nhitng bao cdo tdi pham, 1énh truy na va cac gidy to
ghi nhg linh tinh khac. Ban lam viéc ctia Blanchard c6 dat bién ghi
TRUNG UY L. C. BLANCHARD. Déi dién vé6i ban caa Blanchard chic
chan la ban lam viéc danh cho t6i, va khong ngan ngai t6i ngoi luén vao
chiéc ghé c6 ghi én SY QUAN D. W. BLEICHERT trén g, bén canh 1a
dién thoai.

Luc t6i dén chwa hé c6 ai xudt hién, ca khu tang sau chi c6 minh t6i. Hon
bdy gio sang, trong lan ra mat dau tién ctia cong viéc méi nay toi da di sGm.
Pai uy Harwell goi dién thong bao t6i phai chuan bi mot ban bao cao dé
doc vao tam gio sang tht Hai ngay 17 thang 11 va ngay lam viéc cua toi sé
bat dau bang viéc doc bao cdo cac vu an cua tuan trwdc, day ciing la cong
viéc bat budc doi véi tat ca cac nhan vién thudc S& canh sat Los Angeles va
Phong hinh sy thudoc van phong uy vién cong t6. Lee Blanchard va Ellis
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Loew sé thong bao van tat tinh hinh cho t6i, sau d6 ching t6i sé bat dau
bang viéc truy lung cac tén to6i pham dang bo tron.

Tang sau la noi lam viéc cda cac co quan quan trong thudc S& canh sat
Los Angeles: Phong diéu tra &n mang, Phong quan ly hanh chinh, Phong
diéu tra tdi pham cwdp boc va ltra dao, ngoai ra con cé Doi canh sat diéu tra
trung tam va T6 tham t& trung tdm. D6 1a noi danh cho nhitng canh sat wu
td, nhitng ngwdi c6 pham chat chinh tri va nhitng ngwoi hoat bét, va bay gio
n6 da la noi lam viéc cuia t6i. T6i madc bo 4o khoac ngoai kiéu thé thao méi
nhat, khau sting cong vu dwoc treo can than trén dai day vai mdi tinh. Sau
khi diéu khoan s6 5 kia duwgc thong qua, toi cling duge tang 8 phan tram
lwong. Cong viéc cha toéi mdi chi bat dau nhung t6i cam thdy da san sang
cho moi thi? ngoai trir viéc phai dién lai trdn dau.

7 gio 40 phut, cac nhan vién canh sat bat dau kéo dén, chuyén tro rom ra
vé dv am cta ngay hom trudc, nhitng s6 bao ra sang thit Hai va tat nhién ca
chuyén lién quan dén t6i, tt anh chang noi tiéng vdi nghé thuat di chuyén
trong thi dau tré thanh nguwdi ra nhitng ci don chi mang. T6i ¢6 tinh an nap
trong phong ctia minh cho dén khi tat ca bon ho kéo vao phong hop chung.
Sau dé t6i méi budc ra di vao phong c6 gin bién PHONG HOP CHUNG
CUA CAC PIEU TRA VIEN, t6i m@ cita budc vao va sitng so vi ngac
nhién.

T6i dwgc moi nguwdi chao don theo kiéu trong quan doi. Gan bon muoi
sy quan madc sac phuc ditng canh ghé ctia ho dong thanh vo tay. Nhin xuéng
phia trudc toi thady tdim bang ghi mdt con s rat 16n trén do “8%!!!”. Lee
Blanchard ditng canh tdm bang cung v&i mot s§ quan c6 khudén mat hoi
xanh xao, c6 vé la ngwoi chi huy. Chang Lira cling mim cudi véi toi. Viéen
sy quan béo map di vé phia buc phat biéu va dung ngon tay gé thit micro.
Tiéng vo tay ng6t di va moi nguwdi ngoi xuong. T6i chon mot ghé con trong
& cubi phong ngbi xuodng, trong khi vién sy quan chuan bi phat biéu thw
micro lan cudi.

“Xin gidi thiéu Sy quan Bleichert cia Phong canh sat diéu tra trung tam.
Con day la cac sy quan thugc Phong diéu tra &n mang, Phong quan ly hanh
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chinh, Phong diéu tra cac vu gian lan va ltra ddo... Cau da biét trung uy
Blanchard, ngai Loew, con t0i la dai uy Jack Tierney. Cau va Blanchard la
nhitng nhan vat quan trong cua ching ta ngay hom nay va toi hy vong cac
cau hai long véi sy don tiép cta ching t6i vi sé khong cé s don chao nao
long trong hon thé nay danh cho cac cau cho dén khi cac cau nghi hwu.”

Moi nguoi cudi 6. Tierney vo xuéng buc dé nhac nhd moi nguwoi va tiép
tuc n6i vao micr6. “Pu roéi. Sau day sé la bao cdo van tat cac vu an cua tuan
trwde két thic vao ngay 14 thang 11 nam 1946. Xin moi nguwdi hét stitc chu
y, O rat nhiéu chuyén tha vi danh cho ching ta day.

“Trudc tien la ba vu cuép quan rugu xdy ra vao cac dem 10/11, 11/11, va
13/11, tit ca déu xay ra trong pham vi muwoi khoi nha trén duong Jefferson
thudc khu Truwong dai hoc. Hai thanh nién nghién ma tiy nguwdi goc Cap-
ca-do c6 sung ngan gdy ra vu nay. Cac diéu tra vién thudc University
Station (P4i phu trach khu vie Treong dai hoc) chwa tim dwgc manh moi
nao vé bon ching va doi treéng doi diéu tra & d6 mudn c6 mot doi san bat
cudp hoat dong lién tuc 24/24 gio trong khu vue. Trung ta Ruley sé gap toi
vao lic 9:00 dé ban viéc nay, con tit cd moi ngudi cling bat tay vao viéc di,
bon cwdp ma nghién ngdp nhu thé khong hé dé doi pho dau.

“Chuyén qua phia Dong thanh phd, hién nay cac c6 & hanh nghé ty do
dang ngang nhién hoat dong & cac quan bar trong khu phé nguoi Hoa. Bon
nay thuong di khach ngay trong cac xe hoi va cha thém dém xia gi dén cac
c6 & nam dudi quyén diéu hanh ctia Mickey Cohen bay lau nay. Mickey
Cohen khong thich diéu do, bon ngwdi Hoa cling khong thich vi cac co gai
ctia Mickey thwong di khach tau nhanh tran ca sang khu viic Alameda - von
do nguwdi Hoa kiém soat. S6m hay muon thi ching ta cling phai gidi quyét
chuyén nay, vi vay t6i mudn lap lai trat ty hoat dong ctia cac nha hang va
bat tat ca cac 4 gai goi hoat dong & khu pho ngudi Hoa nay. Cudi tuan dai
uy Harwell sé trién khai mot doi tuan tra ban dém muwoi hai nguwoi, va téi
muon cac nhan vién cia Phong quan ly hanh chinh di kiém tra mot lwot,
thong ké ca nhitng 4 dn manh & khu trung tam. T6i mudn cé hai diéu tra
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vién thudc Phong canh sat diéu tra trung tam tham gia vao viéc nay cung
vOi Phong quan ly hanh chinh. Thugng uy Pringle sé gap toi lac 9:15.”

Tierney ngirng 10i vion vai; t6i nhin quanh gian phong va thay hau hét
cac sy quan déu dang cham chu ghi chép vao s6 cong tac ctia minh. To6i ty
trach minh da khong mang theo s6. Vién dai uy lai vo tay kiém tra micro.

“Vu sau day chic sé 1am dai ty Jack v cling hai 1ong. Y t6i muén néi
tdi vu trom & pho Bunker Hill ma hai trung Gy Vogel va Koenig dang phu
trach. Fritzie va Bill, cac cau da doc bao cdo vé vu nay chwa?”

Hai nguwoi dan ong ngoi canh nhau phia trén t6i vai hang voi vang lén
tiéng. “Chuwa, thwa dai uy.” Nguai thi 1é phép. “Chua, thwa ngai.”

T6i bat dau hinh dung dwgc thuc sy cong viéc ma nhitng ngudi nay dang
lam - 4n twgng xau vé Johnny Vogel cang tré nén xdu xa hon.

Tierney tiép tuc. “T6i nghi hai cau nén doc ngay khi két thic budi giao
ban nay. Nhitng nguwdi khong trure tiép tham gia diéu tra vu an cling can luu
y, cac nhan vién ky thuat da phat hién ra dau van tay dé lai ngay trén ta
duwng nhitng do lam bang bac. D6 la dau van tay cta ngwdi da trang c6 tén
la Coleman Walter Maynard, 31 tu6i, ti'ng c6 hai tién an, trong dé cé mot
vu hiép dam tré em.

“Chung ta chwa lién lac gi vGi anh ta cd. Anh ta dang song & tang mudi
bon ctia mot khach san rat yén tinh trén dwong Bonnie Brae, nhung vao
thoi gian vu an xdy ra, anh ta da voi vang chuyén di. Khu vyc Highland
Park con bén vu chwa gidi quyét xong, tat ca déu lién quan dén bon nhéc
mé&i khodng 8 tudi. C6 thé lién quan dén Maynard cé thé khong nhung
chung ta van phai dat cau héi nghi ngg. Fritzie, Bill, cac cau con dang phu
trach vu gi nita khong?”

Bill Koenig cii gap ngudi xuéng cudn so tay tredc mat; Fritz Vogel hang
giong noi. “Chung t6i da kiém tra cac khach san trong phd. Ching t6i da
tom c6 vai tay trom cap moc tii néi com.”

Tierney dap manh ngén tay vao chiéc micro treéc mat. “Fritzie nay, cé
phdi mdy tén trdm cap cdm can ma cadu vira nhac dén do la Jerry
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Katzenbach va Mike Purdy khong?”

Vogel ling ting cwa quay trén ghé. “Vang, thwa sép.”

“Thé bon chiing c6 t6 cdo lan nhau khong?”

“Ah... co, thwa sép.”

Tierney li€c mat nhin 1én. “T6i sé néi thém cho cac cau nhitng chuyén
cac cau con chwa ro vé Jerry va Mike. Bon ching la hai tén dong tinh ciing
song chung trong can nha ctia me Jerry & khu Eagle Rock. Bon ching ngu
v6i nhau tir rat 1au roi, nhung lai luon mom cai nhau, néi xau va tdé cao
nhau. Hau qua 1a ca hai tén déu phai boc lich trong nha giam cta hat. Bon
ching con chi diém nhitng tay bang nhém xad hoi den, quan hé nhang nhit
v6i nhitng tén éo 1a nhw dan ba va dugc gidm an vi c6 cong chi diém.
Nhitng chuyén nhw thé nay xwa lam roi va tré con ciing biét. Fritzie, cau
con nam dugc gi khong?”

Ca phong hop cudi 6. Bill Koenig ditng day nam chat tay nhin ngé xem
nhitng ai dang cuwdi bon ho. Fritz Vogel tim c6 tay 4o cau ta kéo xuong va
néi. “Thwa sép, ching téi dang lam mot s6 viéc cho sép Loew, ching t6i
phai triéu tap cac nhan chitng dén cho anh ay.”

Vé mat tai xanh tir dau cudc hop dén gio ctia Tierney dot nhién doé 1én.
“Fritzie, t0i mdi la chi huy tham t¢ ch® khong phai Loew. Trung uy
Blanchard va s§ quan Bleichert lam viéc dwdi quyén ctia Loew, con cau va
trung uy Koenig thi khong dau. Cham ditt ngay nhitng viéc cac cau lam cho
Loew, bé mdy tén mac tui do lai va dwa Coleman Walter Maynard vé day
ngay cho t6i tredc khi han bién thém vai diva tré nita thanh nan nhan cua
nhitng vu cuwdng hiép. Cé thong tin vé nhitng ngwdi lién quan dén han trén
bang thong tin ctia Phong, va t6i nghi tdt cd cac sy quan nén xem qua cac
thong tin nay. C6 thé hién tai Maynard con dang di lai vGi ho day.”

To6i thdy Lee Blanchard roi khoi phong bang ctra sau. Tierney kiém tra
lai tap gidy trdc mat va noi tiép. “Nhitng thong tin nay Green cho rang
moi nguwdi sé quan tam. Ba tudn qua cé ké nao do lién tuc ném nhirng con
meo da bi chdt dau vao nghia trang Santa Monica va nghia trang Gower.
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Doi canh sat diéu tra phu trach khu virc Hollywood da nhan dwgce nam bao
cao vé van dé nay. Theo thugng Gty Davis phu trach dwong s6 77, do la biéu
hién hanh dong cta cdc bang nhém ngudi da den. Hau nhw tat cad nhitng
con meéo kia déu bi ném vao dé vao t6i thit Ba, trong khi d6 cac san patanh
& Hollywood déu md& ctra vao cac ngay thit Ba. Co thé c6 su lién quan gi
d6. Céac cdu phdi héi nguwdi xung quanh, nhitng co s& chuyén cung cap tin
cho ching ta sau d6 bao cao toan bo lai cho trung Uy Hollander cua Boi
Hollywood. Bay gio 1a thong tin vé cac vu giét nguoi. Thé nao Russ?”

Mot nguoi dan 6ng dang cao, toc xam trong bd sac phuc trang tinh budc
1én buc phat biéu; dai uy Jack quay xuéng chiéc ghé gan nhat ngoi. Nhin
phong théi ctia anh ta giéng quan toa hay luat sw hon la canh sat. Vién sy
quan ngoi canh toi thi tham. “Pé la thwong ty Millard, ngudi ding thi hai
& Phong 4n mang nhung lai 1a 6ng chu thye sw. Anh ay rat nhe nhang.” T6i
gat dau va lang nghe vién thuong Gy c6 giong n6i nhe nhang 1én tiéng.

“... va nhan vién diéu tra vu giét nguoi va ty t& Russo-Nickerson. S&
dang thu ly diéu tra vu dam chét ngwdi bo tron xdy ra ¢ nga tw gitta dwong
Pico va dwong Figueroa vao ngay 10/11, chiing ta da xac dinh dwogc chiéc
sedan hiéu La Salle san xuat nam 1939 bo lai. Chu s& hitu dang ky la mot
nguoi dan 6ng goc Méhico tén la Luiz Cruz, 42 tubi, séng & sd 1349 duong
Alta Loma Vista, phia Nam khu Pasadena. Cruz tirng hai lan bi tu - cd hai
lan déu lién quan dén t6i cudp béc. Han mat tich da lau va vg han noi rang
chiéc La Salle da bi danh cap hoi thang 9. Tha pham la mot nguwdi anh em
ho vGi Cruz tén la Armando Villareal, 39 tudi, cling dd mat tich. Harry
Sears va toi da nghe ngéng dwoc vai diéu vé vu nay, nhan chitng cho biét c6
hai nguwdi dan 6ng nguoi gobc Méhicé ngoi trén xe. Cau da c6 thém thong
tin gi chwa Harry?”

Mot ngwoi dan 6ng lun map, rau dé bom xom ditng day quay mat xudng
phia duwdi can phong. Anh ta nuot nwéc bot lién tuc may lan dé tran tinh
mdi lam bam dwgc vai cau. “Vo caa C...ruz do t...0i cho nguwdi anh em ho.
Khéng c6 thong tin nao cho thdy chiéc xe d6 bi danh cap ca, ngwoi hang
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x6m con cho biét ba vg con muén nguwdi anh em ho ctia Cruz vi pham cam
két khi dugc tam tha dé Cruz khong phat hién ra van dé.”

Harry Sears ngo6i xuéng rat nhanh nhu trit dwgc ganh nang. Millard mim
cwoi voi cau ta va ndi tiép. “Cam on cau. Thwa cac vi, Cruz va Villareal
hién la hai tén toi pham bo trén ctia bang can duwgc wu tién diéu tra tung
tich. Thong bao va lénh truy na khan cap da dwgc ban hanh va sau day la
diém mau chét cia cau chuyén: cd hai tén nay déu nghién rwou nang va da
bi phat hon tram lan. Bon say xin dam chét ngudi roi bo tron nay dang bi
trirng phat, vi vay ching ta phai tom c6 bang dwgc bon ching. Pai uy con
gi muon néi khéng?”

Tierney dirng day hét 16n. “Giai tan!” Cac sy quan canh sat 1a lwot kéo
dén bat tay chiic mirng t6i r6i bé di. Dén khi trong phong da vang nguwoi,
Ellis Loew tién dén dwa cho t6i chiéc chia khoa c6 biéu twgng cta hoi Phi
Beta Kappa“.

“Lé ra cau khong nén thi dau véi cau ta.” Ellis Loew vira lac chiéc chia
khod trén tay vira néi. “Du gi thi cdu cling van la &ng ci vién sang gia
nhat.”

T6i nhin thang vao mat anh ta dap lai. “Piéu khoan s6 5 da duwgc thong
qua roi, thira ngai Loew.”

“Pung, ding thé. Nhung mot s6 nha bdo trg cho cau lai mat tién. Can
phai té ra khéo 1éo hon & moi truong nay, sy quan tré a. Pirng danh mat co
h6i nhw cach cau da lam trong tran dau.”

“Khi gid, cau da san sang chwa?” Giong noéi cua Blanchard rat ding luc.
Toi quay ra di voi cau ta trede khi c6 co hoi lam them viéc gi dé ma toi
cling khong biét 1a diing hay sai nita.
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Chung t6i cung di xuong phia Nam thanh pho trén chiéc xe dan s cda
Blanchard, d6 la mau xe do hang Ford san xudt nam 1940. Lee néi chuyén
cong viéc trong khi td6i ngoi nhin ra ngoai ctra s6 ngam dwong pho Los
Angeles.

“... cong viéc chu yéu caa ching ta la truy bat nhitng tén bi truy na khan
cap nhung do6i khi ching ta cung phai tim nhan chitng dwa vé cho Loew.
Viéc nay khong thwong xuyén lam vi anh ta thwong sai Fritzie Vogel cling
v6i Bill Koenig lam nhitng c6ng viéc linh tinh dé6. Hai thang chét tiét. Tuy
nhién, cting cé nhitng lic ching ta cha c6 viéc gi dé lam ca va nhitng khi
do6 ching ta sé phai sang cac doi khac kiém tra can pham chd ngay xét xu.
D0i nao thudc lyc lvgng canh sat Los Angeles cling c6 hai nguoi phu trach
diéu tra nhung thoi gian do6i véi ho cha c6 gia tri gi, vi vay ching ta phai
giip d& ho. Ciing c6 khi, chang han nhw ngay hém nay, cau nghe tin trong
buoi giao ban hodc nhan dwgc 1énh phai lam viéc gi d6 khan cap dot xuat.
Néu cong viéc thye sy it thi ching ta lai phéi nai Iwng ra ma phuc vu bon
quan chitc vo lwong tdm kia. Mo6i lan nhw thé ching ta dugc tra thém ba do
la, that khong gi btin xin hon. So tién thuc sw thi phai di vao ding cho cta
n6. C6 thé nham mat ciing doc ra dwgc mot loat cai tén H.J. Caruso Dodge
hay Yeakel Brothers Olds, nhitng con nguGi c6 1é sé cha bao gio phai tim
dén co quan tin dung. Cau cé héi gi khong?”

Toi lwong ly. “Tai sao cau lai di lai véi Kay Lake? C6 dy la con nguoi
thé nao?”

“Ah. Thé tai sao cau lai t* bé sy nghiép thi dau ma gia nhap lyc lwgng
canh sat? Bung néi v6i td rang do la bdi vi em géi cau bi mat tich va viéc
truy bat nhitng tén tdi pham kia lam cau cam thady minh song c6 ky cwong
hon. Té da nghe chuyén d6 qua nhiéu roi va t& khong mudn né dugc nhac
lai nira.”

Lee van cht y nhin phia triedc trong khi 1ai xe. “Cau c6 chi em gai gi
khong? Hodc c0 tré con hang xém nao ma cau thuc sy quan tam?”

Toi lac dau. “Gia dinh tG chét hét roi.”
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“Laurie cling vay. Khi d6 t6¢ méi mudi lam tu6i. B6 me t& do khong biét
bao nhiéu tién vao cac hoat dong tham tr va truyén don dé tim n6 nhung t6
biét sé cha di dén dau. T d6 lic nao tG cling twdng twgng ra hinh anh no
16n 1én. Co nhitng lic t¢ cam thay vo cung dau dén vi vay té da hinh dung
sai vé n6. T& biét nhw thé 1a khong phai nhung khong hiéu sao t& van cam
thdy thoai mai hon khi nghi dén diéu d6.”

T6i noéi. “Xin 16i cau.”

Lee khuych nhe t6i. “Ptrng nhu vay bai vi cau hoan toan dung. Té bo su
nghiép thi dau dé gia nhap lyc lwgng canh sat la vi tic gian Benny Siegel.
Ong ta mua hop dong cua t&, de doa dng bau cii cta té va hita sé cho t¢
dwgc chup hinh chung véi Joe Louis néu té dong y vo thua hai trdn cho 6ng
ta. TG tir choi va gia nhap canh sat vi té biét dan xa hoi den Do Thai nhw
bon ching c6 mot quy dinh la khong dugc dong vao nguoi ctia canh sat.
Thue sy t¢ van sg@ bi han giét cho nén khi nghe tin bon cwép nha bang
Boulevard-Citizens c6 lay di mot it tién cia Benny cung véi sO tién cua
ngan hang. TG da lung suc rat ky cho dén khi thady Bobby De Witt xudt hién
trén mot dia hat. Té cho Benny xem ho so vé han ta. Phat hién ra han tang
tri* chat ma tdy, t6 lién nop han cho canh sat Hollywood. Bay gio thi Benny
la ban cta t6 r6i va rat hay cho qua t¢. Cau con mudn héi gi khéng?”

Toi quyét dinh chwa v6i hoi vé Kay Lake. Bi kiém tra mot lwgt khu pho
toi m&i phat hién ra da c6 kha nhiéu nhitng ngdéi nha nhé gon gang duwgc
xdy dung. Cau chuyén vé Bugsy Siegel van deo dang khién t6i mién man
suy nghi cho dén khi Lee Blanchard di cham lai va tdp xe vao bai dau.

Toi kéu lén, “Co chuyeén gi vay?”

Lee dap lai, “DPay la noi chuyén dé cho t¢ thod man nhu cau ca nhan cta
minh. Cau con nhé thang hiép dam tré em ma chiing ta vira nghe khong?”

“Co6 chi.”

“Tierney néi con bon tén thi dam nita chwa tom c6 dwgc & khu Highland
Park dung khong?”

“Pung.”
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“Va anh ay con néi & hién treong vu hiép dam c6 tim thdy mot cudn so6
nho?”

“Diing. Nhung...”

“Bucky nay, t& da doc cudn s6 dé va thay ga Bruno Albanese rat dang
ngo. Han lam cho nha hang kiéu Méhic6 trong khu Highland Park. T¢ da
goi cho cac canh sat phu trach khu do 14y dia chi noi xdy ra cac vu hanh
hung, hai trong s6 dé xdy ra cach noi ¢ ctia ga Bruno kia chi khodng ntra
dam. Do 1a nha cua han, cac bao cdo va diéu tra cho thady han con ng rat
nhiéu vé phat vi pham luat giao thong, da cé giay triéu tap cda toa an. Cau
c6 muon nghe ndt phan con lai cia cau chuyén khéng?”

T6i ra khdi xe va di ngang qua khoang san wét moc day co van con in
hinh rit nhiéu vét chan ché. Lee dudi kip téi khi chiing t6i buédc vao dén
cong va bdm chudng; tiéng ché stia am 1 phat ra ti bén trong.

Ctra md, tiéng cho sua cang to va t6i thdy c6 mot phu nit an mac nhéch
nhac budc ra. Toi hét 16n: “Canh sat day!” Lee buwdc mot chan vao trong,
toi lach vao thao xich. Lee day ctta va ngudi phu nit voi vang chay ra cong.
T6i bude vao nhung trong dau van phan van khong biét con ché nam & dau.
Toi dang dé y can phong khach tiéu tuy thi con ché to 16n tai cup nhay bo
vao tdi miéng ha hoc. Toi loang choang lui lai va con vat bat dau liém mat
toL.

Chung t6i ditng d6 nhw d6i ban trong khi hai chan trudc cta con choé van
nam trén vai t6i. Chiéc lwdi to 16n ctia né lién tuc liém lap. Nguwdi phu nir
quat con ché bang thit giong rat khé nghe, “Ngoan nao, Hacksaw! Ngoan
di!”

T6i tim chan con choé tir tir ha xuéng nén nha trong khi n6 van dé y toi.
Lee dang noi chuyén véi nguwdi phu nit va cho c6 ta xem mdy birc anh.
Nguoi phu nit lac dau ra hiéu khong biét, hai tay dat trén hong cé vé gian
dit. T6i buwdc dén cho ho mdc du con Hacksaw van quanh quan dwdi chan.

Lee néi: “Co Albanese, day la s§ quan cao cap cua ching toi. Co c6 thé
nai lai vGi anh dy nhitng gi c6 vira néi véi toi duge khong?”
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Co ta lac tay trong khi con Hacksaw quay sang quan chan Lee. T6i noi:
“Chong c6 hién dang ¢ dau? Chung t6i khong c6 nhiéu thoi gian dau.”

“T6i da ndi vGi anh ta r6i va toi sé néi véi anh! Bruno dang phai trd ng
cho xa h6i. Anh ay khong hé giao du véi bon t6i pham va t6i cling khong
biét ngwoi nao co tén la Coleman cd! Anh dy la nguwdi lam an! Hai tuan
tredc anh ay nghi viéc ¢ nha hang Méhicé va toi khong biét bay gio anh dy
0 dau. Hacksaw, ngoan nao!”

T6i quay sang nhin vién sy quan cao cap thuc sy dang di lai dua nghich
v6i con ché nang t6i hai tram pound. “C6 can nhd chéng co la tay chuyén
bu6n ban do an cap khét tiéng va c6 khong it thanh tich vi pham luat giao
thong. T6i c6 cd mot danh sach cac vu buén ban do, va néu c6 khong ngay
1ap tirc no6i cho chung t6i biét han dang & dau, t6i sé luc tung ng6i nha nay
1én cho dén khi tim ra chitng c& pham t6i cta han. Sau dé to6i sé ban co vi
t0i nhan do an cap. Co thich thé nao?”

C0 nang ngoi kep tay vao gitta hai dui; Lee dé con ché nam bep xudng
nén nha va néi: “C6 nhitng nguwdi khéng thich dwgc doi xt lich sy. Co c6
biét trd co quay cta Nga nhv thé nao khéng?”

Nguwoi phu nit biu moi: “Toi khong phéi dita cam va Bruno cling da lam
xong phan sy ctia anh dy véi xa hoi réi!”

Lee rat khau sung ngan ra khoi bao kiém tra nong sing va khoa chot an
toan. “Con mot vién dan trong khau sting nay. May c6 nghi la may gap may
khong Hacksaw?”

Hacksaw lén tiéng, “U.....c” trong khi ¢6 chi vdi va: “Anh khéng duogc
lam thé.”

Lee di khau sting ngan vao thai dwong con ché va kéo co. Tiéng buia dap
vao kim hod nghe r6 mon mot, c6 nang Albanese thd phao vé mat xanh
xao; Lee noi tiép: “Con nam phat nita, chuan bi ma lén thién dwong cta
ching may di Hacksaw.”

Lee kéo co lan thit hai; t6i phéi c6 nhin cuwdi khi thay tiéng kim loai kéu
trong khi Hacksaw van nam liém cta quy, dudng nhu né cha quan tam dén
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mang séng cua minh. C6 Albanese nham chat mat cau nguyén. Lee néi
tiép: “Pén luc di gap dang tao hoa ctia may roi.”

Ngudi phu nit h6t hodng kéu 1én, “Khong, khong duwgce. Bruno dang phuc
vu quay bar & Silverlake! Quan Buena Vista!® Xin dirng dong dén n6!”

Lee cho t6i xem bang dan trong khong va cd hai chiing t6i quay ra xe
trong khi tiéng con Hacksaw van vui vé cat Ién phia sau. T6i cwgi tham trén
sudt doan dwong dén Silverlake.

Quéan bar Buena Vista la kiéu quan bar va d6 nwéng mang phong cach
dan da cta Tay Ban Nha. Mac du con sau tudn nita méi dén 1é Noel nhung
¢ day da trang tri dé chuan bi chao don. Noi that bén trong nha toan lam
bang gbo mau t6i. Ngay phia cudi 16i di vao la mot quay bar dai lam bang go
sOi, phia sau c6 mot nguwdi dan ong dang dirng lau ly. Lee quay phu hiéu
canh sat ctia minh vé phia anh ta va lén tiéng, “Ong 1a Bruno Albanese?”
Nguoi dan ong chi tay vé phia sau nha hang, mat khong dam nhin thang
vao chung toi.

Phia sau gian nuwéng rat chat hep véi nhitng 1éu nho anh sang 160 mo.
Chung t6i dén can léu cudi cung va cling la can léu duy nhat c6 ngudi ngoi.
Do la mot ngwoi dan 6ng gay, da hoi ngdm den dang ng6i an ngau nghién
mot dia day dau, twong 6t va moén tri'ng Méhico.

Lee dap manh tay xudng ban quat: “Canh sat day! Ong c6 phai 1a Bruno
Albanese khong?”

Nguwoi dan 6ng ngudc nhin 1én c6 vé ngac nhien, “Ai? Toi sao?”

Lee bwdc han vao trong 1éu va chi tdim tham théu treo trén twong: “Néu
khong thi d6é chi c6 thé la con lgn dang an. Ping nhiéu 10i nita, bon tao
khong muon nhin may an dau. May da cé 1énh goi cua toa nhung tao va anh
ban tao day thich con ché ctia may nén ching tao sé khong dwa may dén
dé. Nhw vay la lich sw r6i ch?”

Bruno Albanese ¢ hoi 1én tiéng: “Y cac anh muén néi 1a cdc anh can c6
thong tin dang tin cay?”
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Lee néi: “Dting gid tro tré con,” va dan manh nhitng tdm hinh chup
Maynard 1én ban. “N6 la thang chuyén chom do va tao biét né ban cho
may. Nhung bon tao khéng quan tdm dén chuyén d6 ma chi muén biét né
dang ¢ dau.”

Albanese nhin nhitng tdm hinh va lai ¢ hoi: “T6i chwa bao gid nhin thay
ngwoi nay ca. Hinh nhw ai dé da chi sai cho cac anh dén gap t6i.”

Lee nhin t6i thd dai va noi: “Cé nhitng nguwoi khong mubn dwoc doi xi
lich sw,” néi doan cau ta tim c6 4o va dau Bruno Albanese dap xuong dia
thitc dn. Anh ta gidy giua khua chan tay trong khi m& bam day miéng, mii
va mat. Lee van gilt chdt anh ta trong tv thé dé va lén tiéng: “Bruno
Albanese la nguoi tét. Anh ta la nguwoi chong, ngudi cha t6t ctia diva con tén
la Hacksaw. Anh ta khong to thai do hop tac véi canh sat, nhung noi gi thi
néi nguoi ta cling khéng thé cau toan & anh ta dwgc. Ban nay, cau c6 nghi
can phai ti€p tuc duy tri cudc song dang bé di caa tén nay khéng?”

Tiéng Albanese ung uc trong c6 hong, mau bat dau chdy xudéng mon
tr'ng Méhico cua anh ta. “Khoan dung v@i cau ta mot chut di,” toi néi. “Du
la dan chuyén budn ban do an cap nhung ciing nén cho cau ta bira téi cudi
cung.”

Lee noi: “DPuoc r6i,” va tha Albanese ra.

Anh ta nhom day hit thé va gat thitc an ra khoi mat trong khi mau van
chdy rong rong. Mot ltic sau Albanese mdi thi thao: “Khu can hd Versailles
nam & géc duong so 6 va dwong Saint Andrews, phong 803. Xin dirng tiét
16 1a t6i ndi ra diéu nay!”

Lee noi: “Chuac ngon miéng nhé.”

Toi tiép 1oi: “Cau la nguoi tot.”

Chung t6i lao nhanh ra khéi nha hang va voi vang dén géc duong so 6 va
duong Saint Andrews.

Lo bo thw & hanh lang khu can hd Versailles c6 ghi tén Maynard
Coleman & can hé 803. Ching t6i di thang mday lén tang tdm va bam
chudng; toi ghé sat tai vao ctra nhung khong nghe thay gi bén trong. Lee

https://thuviensach.vn



moéc ra mot chum chia khoa va bat dau thir cho dén khi t6i nghe thay cé
tiéng khoa mé vang lén.

Chung t6i buwéc vao can hd toi tam chat hep. Lee vdi tay bat dén va
chuing t6i thdy ngay mot chiéc giwong gap bén trén viit day nhitng con tha
nhoi béng. C6 mui m6 hoi va mui thuée gi dé6 ma to6i khong thé nhan ra
dugc. Toi nheo miii va Lee gidi thich: “Mui m& vazolin va hormon chita
viém va di tng. Bon chiing dung thit d6 dé béi tron. TG dinh giao lai vu
Maynard nay cho dai uy Jack nhung bay gio thi t& quyét dinh sé giao lai
cho Vogel va Koenig.”

T6i bwdc dén cho givong kiém tra mdy con tha; tat ca déu co téc tré con
bam & chan. T6i run ray nhin Lee. Mdt cdu ta cling trang béch. Ching toi
nhin nhau va lang 1é rgi khéi phong. Ra dén via heé toi 1én tiéng: “Chung ta
lam gi bay gio?”

Giong Lee van con run: “Tim dién thoai va goi cho Cuc quan ly 6t6 va
m6td. Cung cap cho ho tén va dia chi nay, héi xem ho cé dang ky cho ai
trong thang qua khong. Néu cé thi yéu cau hg mo ta xe va bién sb. TG sé
gdp cau 6 ngoai xe.”

To6i chay vé phia géc duwong tim bot dién thoai va quay so ctia Cuc quan
ly 6 t6 va moto. Co tiéng nhan vién tra 16i: “Xin 16i, ai goi dén?”

“T6i 1a sy quan Bleichert thudc S& canh sat Los Angeles phu hiéu s6
1611. T6i mudn tim hiéu thong tin vé nguwdi cé tén Maynard Coleman hay
Coleman Maynard gi d6 & s6 643 South Saint Andrews, L.os Angeles. Dang
ky gan day thoi.”

“Xin cho mot lat.”

T6i cho doi, trén tay da san sang s6 va but nhung trong dau van luan
quan y nghi vé nhitng con thd nhoi bong. Nam phit sau méi c¢6 tin hiéu:
“Co két qua.”

“Nhanh 1én.”

“Xe Sedan dang ky & De Soto, sdn xudt nam 1938, mau xanh sam, giay
dang ky B nhv chi¥ b trong tr ‘boy’, V nhv chi¥ v trong tv ‘victor’, 1-4-3-2,
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nhac lai B nhw chi b trong tr ‘boy’...”

To6i ghi lai tat cd cac thong tin, gdc may va chay vé xe. Lee dang ngoi
xem ban d6 cac dwong phé & Los Angeles. T6i néi: “Cé day r6i.”

Lee gap tam ban do: “Cé thé han la ké chuyén di rinh mo & cac truong
hoc. Gan khu Highland Park c6 vai trudng tiéu hoc, con quanh day thi cé
tong so khodng sau trweong. TG da goi dién cho canh sat Hollywood va canh
sat Wilshire thong bao tat ca nhitng gi ching ta hién c6 véi ho. Xe tuan tra
ctia canh sat da dwgc diéu dong t6i tat ca cac truong hoc dé nhan dang
Maynard. Cuc quan ly 6 t6 va moto co6 thong tin gi khong?”

T6i chi manh gidy vira ghi cho Lee; cdu ta v6i vang chop may bo dam
quay so6 goi di. Khong hé cé tin hiéu gi, mdt 1at sau ca hai chiéu lién lac déu
bi mét. Lee byc titc chiti thé: “Khi gié. i théi.”

Chung t6i di kiém tra mét loat cac treong tiéu hoc & Hollywood va quan
Wilshire. Lee lai xe, toi ngbi quan sat cac khu dau xe va san trwong tim
chiéc Sedan bién dang ky & De Soto mau xanh sam va nhitng tén di tha
than. Trén dwong di ching t6i c6 dirng lai mot lan ¢ bot dién thoai ven
duwong, Lee goi dien cho canh sat Hollywood va canh sat Wilshire thong
bao nhitng thong tin téi vira cé duge tir Cuc quan ly 6t6 va moté dé ho
thong bao lai vdi cac xe tuan tra va cac chot theo doi.

Trén suot chang dwong hau nhw ching t6i khong chuyén tro gi. Lee 6m
chat v6 lang, cham chid vao cong viéc lai xe. Chi c6 m6t lan duy nhat vé
mat cau ta thay doéi do la khi ching t6i cung dirng lai kiém tra mot san choi
danh cho tré em. Sau d6 anh mat cau ta lai 1ap tic tré nén u am, hai tay run
ray. Cé luc t6i tham nghi co thé ciu ta sé bat khoc..

Nhung Lee van im lang diéu khién xe, dwong nhw viéc trd lai véi dong
xe cO ngoai dudng giup cau ta binh tinh lai doi chat. C6 cam giac cau ta y
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thitc rat rd vé trach nhiém thyc sy cia mot nguwdi dan ong trwde khi gia
nhap luc lvgng canh sat.

Hon ba gio chiéu, ching t6i cung di vé huwéng Nam dén truong Van
Ness, d6 la tén goi tat cta treong tiéu hoc Pai 10 Van Ness. Khi chiing t6i
con cach treong hoc mot day nha thi dot nhién chiéc Sedan mau xanh sam
mang bién s6 BV 1432 xuat hién tir hwéng doi dién va tap vao bai dau xe
phia trdc san trugt patanh.

“Han kia r6i. Cho nha trugt patanh Polar Palace.” T6i kéu 1én.

Ngay lap titc Lee danh tay 1ai cho xe quay thanh hinh chit u tdp vao via
hé d6i dién véi chd dau xe bén kia dwong. Maynard dang khoa chiéc xe
mang bién s6 De Soto mat nhin cham cham mdgt nhém hoc sinh dang chay
vao san trén vai khoac van truot.

“Nhanh lén.” Toi giuc.

Lee néi: “Cau tom han di. TG sé khong kiém ché dwgc dau. Chu y tranh
xa bon tré, va néu han c6 bat ky hanh dong nao chong lai thi giét ngay lap
tee.”

Nhitng mat tham hoat dong nhu ching t6i thé nay qua la khac hoan toan
v6i nhitng gi ma sach bao thwong nhac téi. “Dting qua kich dong nhw thé.
bay la...”

Lee day toi ra khéi xe. “Di tébm han di. Khi gi6! Pay khong phai la
treong hoc. Cau xuéng tém han ngay!”

T6i di ngang qua tredng Van Ness vé phia cho bai dau xe, vira Itc do thi
Maynard cling budc vao trong khu nha tregt patanh Polar Palace cung véi
mot dam tré con. T6i chay 1én cho ctta trudc mé ra nhung trong dau van
phadi c6 nhac nh& minh binh tinh, than trong.

Khi lanh lam t6i giat minh, 4nh sang phan chiéu tir san bang lam t6i loa
mat. Tran tinh tré lai, t6i nhin quanh va thdy mo hinh vinh Fio®! lam bang
gidy boi® cung v6i moé hinh chiéc 1éu tuyét (cua nguwoi Etkimo). Vai dia
tré dang chay long vong trén bang, mot nhom khac dang la hét tru6c mo
hinh mdt con gau trang Bac cuc nhoi bong khong 16 ditng trén hai chan sau
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& ngay 16i ra phia sau khu nha. Khong hé thady c6 bong dang ngudi 16n &
day. Y nghi chot loé 1én trong dau toi: Phai kiém tra ngay phong danh cho
nam.

Co bién chi xuéng tang ham khu nha. T6i vira di xuong dugc niva dwong
thi Maynard di 1én, trén tay van cam mot con thé nhoi bong nho. Quang
canh can phong 803 tai hién trong dau to6i vira ding ldc han di sat dén. Toi
quat: “Canh sat day, may da bi bat,” va t6i gio khau 38% ctia minh 1én.

Tén hi€p dam gio hai tay 1én khién con tht roi xuéng. Téi x6 han vao
twong, tim vii khi va tréi cong hai tay han ra sau. Pau t6i néng birng khi
day han di 1én cau thang, c6 cam gidc nhw ai d6 dang dam thum thup vao
hai chan t6i. “Khéng dwoc dong dén cha t6i! Cac ong khong dugce dong dén
cha toi!”

Ngudi lao vao dam chan t6i 1a mot cau bé mac quan dui va do khong tay.
Phai mot Idc sau t6i méi nhan ra dé la cau con trai cua tén hi€p dam nay.
Thang bé 6m chat 14y lung t6i kéu gao: “Khong dugc bat cha t6i”. Han néi
cdu tw biét rat to vdi dita con trai cia minh va bao né di tim nguoi git tré;
toi van day han di 1én qua khu nha trwgt patanh, hong sing cta t6i lam lam
trén dau han, tay kia t6i day thang bé phia sau dang c6 sitc kéu gao ra. Mot
dam dong da kip thoi tu hop xung quanh. T6i hét 1én: “Canh sat day!” dé
ho nhuwong dwong va chi 16i cho t6i ra phia ctta. Mgt ong gia mé ctra cho
toi va thot 1én: “Nay, cau c6 phai la Bucky Bleichert khong day?”

Toi vira thd vira noi: “Nho bac gitt dita bé va goi cho nguoi gitt tré va
dira bé khong con lam phién t6i nita. Chiéc Ford ctia Lee van dau trong bai
do, t6i day tén Maynard vao bang ghé sau. Lee bat coi hiéu va lao di trong
khi tén hi€p dam ng6i 1am bam cau Chuia. T6i van phan van khong hiéu tai
sao tiéng coi hiéu ctia canh sat khong thé xua tan dugc tiéng diva bé kia kéu
gao cha né vang vang trong dau.
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Chuing t6i dwva Maynarad vao nha tam giam, sau do Lee goi dién cho
Fritz Vogel n6i v6i anh ta rang tén hiép dam da bi bat va da san sang duoc
héi cung vé vu trom & Bunker Hill. Moi viéc xong xu6i ching t6i quay lai
co quan, goi dién cho cac canh sat & khu Highland Park thong bao viéc
Maynard da bi bat va toi cting khong quén goi dién lai hoi tham tinh hinh
dita bé con han ta. Nguoi bao trg n6i véi téi la Billy Maynard dang & cho
ong ta chd me minh, c6 vg trdc day cia Coleman Maynard, né van lién
mom kéu gao doi bé. T6i gac may va tw trach minh vi da goi dién.

Ba gid sau do t6i phdi viét bao cdo. Toi viét bang but va Lee danh may
lai, cau ta co tinh bé qua chi tiét chung t6i da dot nhap vao can ho cuda
Coleman Maynard. Sép Ellis Loew ré qua trong khi ching t6i dang lam
viéc va lam bam: “Pwgc lam. T6i sé cho chiing n6 biét tay & toa.”

Chung t6i viét bdo cdo xong thi da bay gio. Lee ngwdc nhin 1én troi va
néi: “Lai thém mot thang lgi nita danh cho Laurie Blanchard. Cau doi
chwa?”

Toi ditng day vueon vai va chot thady thém céi gi d6 bo vao bung. Pung
lic dé Fritz Vogel va Bill Koenig budc vao. Lee thi tham: “Chi dé ra mat
thoi. Bon ho mudn chitng té minh trieéc mat Loew ma.”

Dén gan, td6i maGi nhin rd vé phd phac cta hai ngudi. Vogel cao, béo, dau
rat to va dac biét 1a anh ta c6 cap mat xanh nhat ma t6i nhin thay tr truéc
dén nay; Koenig ciing rat to, c6 1 cau ta cao hon toi vai inch, khuén nguoi
rong, miii det, tai bau, cam nhon va b0 rang day nhé xiu. Nhin cu ta that
dan don, Vogel thi c6 vé lanh lgi hon nhung ca hai déu khong gidu noi vé
bun xin.

Koenig cwdi ruc rich, “Han tha nhan roi. T6i hiép dam tré em va an cap.
Fritzie néi tat cd ching ta déu duwgc khen nggi.” Cau ta dwa tay ra va noi
tiép: “Cau da co6 tran dau rat hay.”

T6i nam ban tay to bé cta cdu ta va nhan thay c6 vét mau twoi & co tay
ao phai cua Koenig. T6i noi: “Cam on trung si,” va chia tay ra cho Fritz
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Vogel. Anh ta nam tay qua loa, nhin t6i v&i anh mat gian di lanh lung va
tha ra nhw nam phai cuc Itra.

Lee vo lung t6i: “Chi la tro choi cta cau ay thoi ma. Hai ngwoi da noi
v6i Ellis vé viéc han nhan t6i chwa?”

Vogel am chi t0i: “Anh ta sé la Ellis, sau do la thugng ty va cao hon
ntra.”

Lee cudi to: “T6i la nguwdi biét gitt bi mat. Nhung anh goi anh ay la tén
Do Thai sau lung thi c6 y d6 gi?”

Mat Vogel do tng trong khi Koenig thi hda hoc mém lang nhin di noi
khac. Khi cau ta quay lai, t6i nhin thdy trén do cling c6 vét mau twoi. Vogel
noi: “Pi thoi Billy.” Koenig ngoan ngoan di theo anh ta vao trong.

“Pugc ddy chit?” T6i hoi.

Lee nhun vai: “Bon v@ van. Néu khong phai la canh sat thi bay gio
ching n6 da ¢ Atascadero r6i. Lam nhu t¢ néi chit dirng lam nhv t¢ lam,
ban a. Bon ho sg t& chit cau thi mdéi chi la ngwoi tap viéc ¢ day thoi.”

To6i 6 vat 6c tim cau gi dé dap lai cho thich dang nhwng chwa kip nghi ra
thi Harry Sears véi dang vé con nhéch nhac hon ca bubi sang tho dau ra
ngoai hanh lang 1én tiéng. “T6i nghe noi diéu nay va t6i nghi cau nén biét,
Lee a.” Hai nguwdi cong khai tro chuyén véi nhau va to6i nghe khong thiéu
mot tir, tham chi t6i con ngi thdy mui rwgu trong giong ndi cta Sears.

Lee noi: “Bat dau di,” va Sears no6i ngay: “T6i ré qua nha giam cta hat
va giam thi cho t6i biét Bobby De Witt vita dugc thwdng mot diém A. Han
sé dugc tam tha vao giita thang Mot nay. Toi nghi cau nén biét diéu nay.”

Sears gat dau vdi toi va rut lui. Toi nhin Lee trong khi cau ta co rum
ngwoi nhw khi dang luc loi trong can phong s6 803 & Versailles. T6i ndi:
“Ban nay...”

Lee cd guong cuoi, “Di kiém cai gi bé vao bung di. Kay dang lam mén
thit ham va c0 4y ndi t¢ nén dwa cau vé nha.”
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Toi di theo Lee vé nha dé gap co nang kia va vo cung kinh ngac khi nhin
thdy noi & cua cau ta. D6 la ngdi nha xinh xan mang phong cach kién tric
ddc sac cua nhitng nam 1930, cach choé ching t6i lam chi khoang 1/4 dam
vé phia Bac. Khi ching t6i buéc vao trong, Lee lén tiéng: “Dting nhac dén
De Witt vi diéu do6 sé lam Kay buon.” Toi gat dau va di thang vao phong
khach.

Van 6p twong dugc lam bang loai go gu bong loang, d6 dac trong nha
déu mang phong cach Ban Mach - d6 la nhitng loai d6 g6 mau be mang rat
nhiéu kiéu hinh dang khac nhau. Trén twong cé in hinh cac nghé sy noi
danh ctaa thé ky 20, tham trdi nén dwgc in hinh cac hoa tiét nghé thuat hién
dai nhw nha cao tang hay cac cay cao nho lén trong ritng rdm. Khu phong
an lién véi phong khéach, trén ban da bay san nhitng bong hoa tuwoi, cac dia
thitc an toa mui thom phitc. T6i néi: “Khoéng phu hgp lam véi thu nhap cia
mot canh sat. Khong phdi cau nhan hoi 16 day chi?”

Lee cuoi twoi: “Culia chim cuia té day. Em yéu, em dang & dau?”

Kay Lake bwdc 1én tir nha bép trong chiéc vay dai c6 théu hinh hoa van
phu hgp v6i loai hoa ctia khan trai ban. Co ta nam tay t6i va néi: “Chao anh
Dwight.” T6i cam thay c0 cling ling ting nguwgng ngung.

“Chao Kay.”

Kay bop nhe tay toi va tha ra, t6i c6 cdm gidc nhw dé la cai bat tay dai
nhat trong doi. “Anh va Leland la ban cia nhau, cé phai vi vdy ma ca hai
anh déu tin vao nhitng cau chuyén than tién khong?”

T6i nhin quanh tim Lee nhung khong thdy cau ta dau. “Khong, anh la
mau ngudi wa thyc té.”

“Em thi khong.”

“Anh hiéu.”

“Em cling khong phai nguoi qua lang man.”
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“Anh biét.”

“Ai no6i vdi anh diéu nay?”

“To Herald Express cua Los Angeles.”

Kay cuoi that to. “Co nghia la anh da doc nhitng bai bao viét vé em. Anh
c6 rit ra dugc diéu gi khong?”

“C6 chit. ft nhét thi nhitng cau chuyén than tién ciing khéng c6 y nghia
gi d6i vGi em ca.”

Kay chép mat vGi dong tac rat giong Lee. T6i c6 cam gidc co nang la
nguwoi day cau ban t6i lam dong tac nay. “Chinh vi vay anh nén biét cach
bién nhitng cau chuyén dé thanh hién thyc. Anh Leland! Pén gio an r6i!”

Lee xuat hién va ching t6i cung ngoéi an t6i. Kay bat mot chai
champagne va ré6t cho moi ngudi va lén tiéng: “Chic mirng cac cau chuyén
than tién.” Ching t6i uong, Kay lai rét va lan nay Lee n6i: “Chic ming
thanh cong cua ching ta.” Kiéu chic mirng ctia Lee khién t6i bat cuwoi; toi
1én tiéng: “Chic mirng sy tai hién tinh ban Bleichert-Blanchard cta ching
ta, con gan b6 hon ca Louis va Schmeling®.”

Lee lai lén tiéng: “Chic mirng chién céng thit hai ctia Blanchard”; Kay
no6i, “Chic mirng tran dau hoa ma khong ai phadi dé6 mau.” Chung t6i uéng
hét chai dau tién va Kay vao bép lay thém mét chai nita bat nap di vao nguc
Lee. Khi tat ca ly ctia ching t6i déu day, toi bat dau thay hitng khdi va néi
rat to: “Chic ming ching ta.” Lee va Kay nhin t6i c6 vé muén cé hanh
dong gi do va t6i chot nhan thay tay cia chung toi déu dat rat gan nhau trén
ban. Kay nhan ra va nhdy mat; Lee no6i: “Thé ma gid t6 mdi nhan ra.”
Chung t6i cung nam tay nhau va déng thanh ho: “Chtic mirng ching ta.”

Dbo6i tha, dong nghiép, roi ban be, dé la nhitng gi moi quan hé cia ching
toi da trai qua. Bay gio c6 thém Kay, mac du co ay khong hé xen vao moi
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quan hé cta ching t6i nhung chinh Kay lai la nguwoi biét lam cho cudc song
cta chung t6i tré nén thi vi va hap dan.

Mua thu nam 1946 d6 ching t6i di khap noi cung nhau. Khi ching toi di
xem phim, Kay ngo6i ghé giita va thwong nam tay ca hai ching t6i moi khi
xem canh rung rgn; khi chiing t6i cung di khiéu vii vao cac budi toi thit Sau
¢ vii treong Diém hen Malibu, Kay khiéu vii vGi ca hai nguoi. Lee khong
bao gid c6 bat ky biéu hién gi cia sy ghen tudng, va Kay cting khong qua
thang than thé hién sy quyén rii cia minh. D6 1a khi ching t6i cham vai vao
nhau, moi khi m6t cau néi trén radio, mot mau quang cao hai huwdc hay mot
10i n6i nao do6 cta Lee nham vao ca hai ching t6i khién anh mat ctda t6i va
Kay gdp nhau. Kay cang im ldng thi t6i cang hiéu ro rang tinh cdm trong c6
dang bi kim nén rat manh - va t6i lai cang cdm thay can c6 ay hon. Nhung
toi budc phai tdng 10 khong phai chi vi né sé lam ton hai dén tinh ban cta
t0i v6&i Lee ma con bédi vi n6 sé lam mat di sy hoan hado trong quan hé giita
ba nguoi.

Hét gio lam viéc, téi va Lee thwong vé nha cung nhau va cung chitng
kién Kay ngoi doc sach, gach chan nhitng doan hay bang chiéc bt chi mau
vang. Co6 ay ndu bita t6i cho ca ba ching t6i. D6i khi vé nha roi Lee lai 1dy
moto ra ngoai. Lic do chi c6 hai ching t6i tro chuyén véi nhau.

Chung t6i luon néi chuyén vé Lee. Kay ké vé sau nam hoc dai hoc va hai
nam hoc thac sy cia c6 ma Lee da cung cap tién, chuyén co tirng lam gido
vién day phu trg nhuw thé nao; t6i n6i chuyén vé thai t6i sinh ra va 16n 1én &
Lincoln Heights. Chuing t6i khong bao gio n6i vé chuyén toi tirng lam tén
mach l1éo cho ddi quan nwdc ngoai hay chuyén quan hé truedc day cua cb ay
v6i Bobby De Witt. Ca hai chiing t6i déu cam nhan duwgc cau chuyén cta
nguoi kia nhung khong ai muén héi chi tiét, vé diéu nay thi t6i c6é chut lgi
thé: Anh em nha Ashida va Sam Murakami, nguoi thi da bat tin tir 1au,
nguoi thi da chét, nhung Bobby De Witt thi chi con mot thang niva la tré vé
Los Angeles - va toi c6 thé doc trén nét mat ctia Kay rang co ay rat so su
trd vé cua han.
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Cho du Lee s¢ hai thi ciu ta cling khong hé thé hién ra mat khi nghe tin
Harry Sears noi, va tin d6 cling khong hé lam anh hwéng dén cau ta cling
nhw may gio vui vé vira qua giita ching t6i - nhitng thoi khac thue sw quy
gia doi vdi ngwoi lam cong viéc diéu tra. Mua thu nam do t6i méi cam nhan
dugc thue sy cong viéc cua canh sat 1a nhw thé nao va Lee da chi bao cho
toi rat nhiéu.

Tw gitta thang 11 dén dip nam méi, ching t6i tom c6 tong s6 mudi tén
ran mat, muwoi tdm tén vi pham luat giao thong bé chay va ba tén tu bo tron.
Nhitng lan kich dong bon chuyén lang thang, la ca con giup chung toi tom
dwgc gan chuc tén chu yéu la dan nghién ma tuy. Ching t6i lam viéc theo
1énh truc tiép cta Ellis Loew, theo phan cong trong nhitng budi giao ban va
theo nhitng tin don ctia anh em trong doi, hodc tham chi theo ca cam tinh
cua Lee. Cach lam viéc cua cau ta doi khi than trong, vong veo nhung doi
khi lai rat thang thirng, nhung cau ta luon luon nhe nhang véi tré em, va
néu co6 phai st dung sttc manh thi d6 chi la vi cau ta khéng con cach nao
khac dé 1ay thong tin.

Chting t6i trd thanh cdp diéu tra “nguoi tot-ké xdu”; chang Lita thwdong bi
coi la ngudi xau con tbéi dwgc coi la ngwdi tot. Thanh tich thi dau quyén anh
khién ching t6i duwgc moi ngwoi ton trong khi di ra dwong, va khi Lee voi
vang hanh dong dé c6 dwoc thong tin thi chinh toi lai 1a nguwdi binh tinh tién
hanh céac bién phap nhe nhang, nhd vay ching t6i ho trg cho nhau, cung
hoan thanh nhiém vu.

Nhung tinh ban ctia ching t6i khong hoan toan phang lang. Khi ching
toi lam viéc ca ngay, Lee thuwong ngén ca voc thuéc Benzedrine® dé gity
tinh tdo; va roi tat ca nhitng nguwoi da den lam loan déu trd thanh bon “lai
da den,” tat ca nhitng ngudi da trang déu la “loai bé di,” tat ca nhitng ngwoi
goc Méhico déu tré thanh “Pancho”. Tinh cdc can néng ndy cta cau ta
boc 16 hét lam dnh huwdng vo cung 16n dén uy tin ctia cau ta, va da hai lan
t0i phai can ngan Lee khi cdu ta néng gian qua dén noi mat tinh to.

Nhung néu coi do la cai gia téi phai tra cho viéc hoc tap ctia minh thi qua
thye 1a chd thdm vao dau. Dwéi sy kém cdp cua Lee, t6i tredng thanh rat
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nhanh, va tit nhién khong phai riéng minh t6i nhan ra diéu d6. Mac du bi
thua tGi nita ngan dé la trong vu ca cugc tran dau cua toi, sép Ellis Loew
van phai nong nhiét chao don chiing t6i khi Lee va t6i dwa vé hang loat cac
tén pham t6i ma anh ta dang rat muon khdi t6, con Fritz Vogel, ngwdi von
rat ghen ghét v4i t6i vi da cuom mat chitc canh séat diéu tra ctia cau con trai
thi gio’ day cung phai mién cwdng cong nhan rang t6i la nguoi c6 nang lurc.

biéu dang ngac nhién hon ca la danh tiéng ctia ching t6i con mang lai
nhitng két qua khac. Lee tr¢ thanh ngwoi ham mo ctia H.J. Caruso, ngudoi
bu6n ban 6t6 véi nhitng loat quang cdo noi tiéng trén dai phat thanh, khi
cong viéc khong qua ban ron chuing toi di thuwong di lung xe ctia bon pham
t0i bo lai & Watts va Compton®2. Néu c6é may man ma kiém dwgc mot
chiéc, chung t6i cung dwa vé khu bai dau cua Caruso & Figueroa va 6ng ta
trd cho ching t6i m6t nira gia tri ctia chi€c xe. Ching t6i vira lam cong viéc
ctia canh sét vira lam an chui véi 6ng ta va doi lai 6ng ta thuwong thudng cho
chung t6i nhitng chai whisky ng6 rat ngon, Lee lai mang nhitng chai rugu
dé 16t tay cho Harry Sears dé giit yén chuyén & co quan.

Thinh thoang vao nhitng dém thtt Tw, chung t6i cung H.J. Caruso di xem
cac tran dau ¢ nha thi ddu Olympic. Ong ta kiém dwgc chd ngbi rat an toan
quanh san thi dau gitp ching toi tranh duwgc nhitng dgt ném vo bia chira
nwdc gidi xudng san cuia nhitng tay qua khich goc Méhico khi Jimmy
Lennon gigi thiéu ching t6i trong 1é khai mac tran dau. C6 nhitng lic
ching t6i gap Benny Siegel ¢ san ddu va Lee thuwdng di ra néi chuyén vai
anh ta. Moi lan nhuw vay tré vé, vé mat Lee thuong rat hodng hot. Nguoi
dan 6ng ma cé lic cau ta da rat coi thuong nay la tay xa hoi den c6 quyén
lyc nhat ¢ khu bo bién mién Tay nay, tinh tinh anh ta cling rat nong nay.
Nhung Lee lai thwong gianh chién thang véi cac vu dua - nhitng con ngua
ma Siegel nhuwgng lai cho cau ta rat hay gianh chién thang.

Thé r6i mua thu nim dé ciing qua di. Ong gia nha t6i di nghi ky nghi
Giang sinh & nha tro va tdi dwa dng vé nha Lee cung in t8i. Ong da binh
phuc rat nhiéu sau con dot quy nhuwng van khong nhé ra chit tiéng Anh
nao. Kay bon cho 6ng an con Lee thi san sang ngoi nghe thit giong mién
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Kraut nwéc Pic cia 6ng ca dém. Khi trg vé nha, 6ng thwong lam dong tac
ra hiéu mang dac phong cach Pirc va c6 gang tv minh budc vao nha.

Vao dip 1é nam mdi ching t6i cung dén dao Balboa xem ban nhac Stan
Kenton biéu dién. D6 la nam 1947 va chung t6i lai khiéu vii. Kay bing
dong tién xem ai la ngwoi dugc khiéu vii cung c6 lan cudi cung va dugc
hén c6 1an dau tién vao lic giao thtra. Lee 1a ngudi chién thang con t6i ngoi
xem ho lwét di bén nhau, trong long cdm thay hoi lo ngai vé cach ho lam
t0i thay doi cudc song cia minh. Thé r6i cung dén thdoi khac giao thira, ban
nhac ban phao hoa con t6i khong biét phai lam gi.

Kay chinh la ngwoi gitap toi tim 16i thoat, c6 dy bwdc dén hon nhe 1én
moi toi va thi tham: “Em yéu anh, anh Dwight a.” T6i ditng chét lang nhw
troi trong ma khong biét néi cau gi.

Khi quay vé ching t6i di theo duong cao toc Pacific Coast. Vé dén nha,
toi 1dy xe nhung khong thé khéi dong duwgc dong co, tdi danh ngua lai nha
Lee va r6i cling nhanh chéng roi vao gidc ngt vi da uong qua nhiéu. Gan
sang toi tinh gidc va chgt nghe thdy c6 tiéng dong la phat ra tir phia twong
nha. T6i lang tai nghe va nhan ra do la tiéng khoc tham ctia Kay, tiéng khoc
nhe va tham lang nhat ma t6i nghe dwgc tir trvdc dén nay. Tiéng khéc tham
ngay cang ro hon va cé phan nic né. T6i kéo goi trum kin dau c6 tim lai
gidc ngu.
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Chuong 6

Toi ga gat trong sudt budi giao ban thong bao tinh hinh t6i pham vao
ngay 10 thang 1 va chi tinh gidc khi dai uy Jack quat to: “Giao ban két thuc.
Thugng uy Millard, trung Uy Sears, trung Uy Blanchard, sy quan Bleichert
dén phong Ellis Loew ngay. Giai tan!”

T6i xudng cau thang vao phong Ellis Loew. Lee, Russ Millard va Harry
Sears dang ngoi quanh ban lam viéc ctia Loew cung xem mot tap cac bai
bao cua to Herald.

Lee nhdy mat va dwa cho t6i mot tap photo. T6i bat gap ngay mot bai bao
chay hang tit: “Liéu co6 phadi Phong hinh sy’ thugc van phong ty vién cong
t6 qudn muébn vdn doéng tranh gianh chiéc ghé chu tich trong cudc bau cir
nam 1948 nay.” T6i doc ba doan tan duong Ellis Loew viét vé si quan tam
cua anh ta gianh cho dan ching thanh pho Los Angeles ro6i quang bai bao
1én ban. Lee 1én tiéng, “Nhan vat caa ching ta xuat hién day réi. Anh Ellis
nay, c6 phai anh sé tham gia chinh treong khong? Bai bao noi, ‘Diéu duy
nhat ching ta phai lo ngai dé chinh la sy lo ngai.” C¢ dé xem anh thé hién
thé nao.”

Giong hai hudc ctia Lee khién chiing t6i bat cudi; ngay cd Ellis cung
phai cuoi khung khuc khi dwa cho ching toi ban danh sach toi pham c6 anh
dinh kem. “Day chinh la nhitng quy 6ng ma ching ta phai lo ngai. Cac cau
doc di va tim hiéu xem ly do tai sao.”

T6i doc ban bao cdo ndi chi tiét viéc pham tdi ctia Raymond Douglas
Nash, nguoi da trang sinh ra & Tulsa bang Oklahoma nam 1908. Nash c6
tién an tir nam 1926, tirng bi giam & nha tu cta bang Texas vi toi hiép dam,
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cudp c6 vil trang, gay roi va tan cong ngwoi khac gay trong thwong. Toa an
California cling budc han 5 tdi: Ba t6i cwdp co6 vii trang & hat Oakland va
hai t6i & Los Angeles nam 1944, st dung vii luc hiép dam cap do 1 vaco y
du do ngudi churra dén tu6i pham t6i. Bao cao két thic véi nhitng lwu y cua
Phong canh sat diéu tra thudc S& canh sat San Francisco cho rang Nash bi
nghi ngd c6 dinh liu dén hang chuc vu cuwép xdy ra quanh khu viee Vinh
San Francisco va c6 thé cling la mot trong nhitng tén ditng ngoai giat day
trong vu tan sat xdy ra ¢ Alcatraz thang 5 nam 1946. Poc xong ban bao cao
t0i m@i xem birc dnh. Nash ding la tén c6n do di truyén. Pau to nhin rat
xuwong xau, mdi mong, mat ti hi nhung rat sang, doi tai nhu tai cda
Dumbo™.

To6i liéc may nguoi xung quanh. Loew dang doc bai bdo viét vé minh.
Millard va Sears van dang cham chu véi ban bao cdo vé mat rat lanh lung.
Lee nodi: “Nhu vay la c6 tin tot r6i anh Ellis a. C6 phai han van dang ngang
nhién hoat dong & Los Angeles khong?”

Loew dung dwa chiéc chia khoa Phi Beta Kappa ctia minh. “Pa c6 chitng
cd hai lan han pham t6i cuwép boc ¢ cong vién Leimert cudi tuan qua. Han
dung sung tan cong mot phu nit da c6 tudi trong vu cwdp thit hai, ba ay chét
cach day mot gio ¢ bénh vien Samaritan.”

Harry Sears lap bap: “C...con bon tong pham thi sao?”

Loew lac dau: “Pai uy Tierney da néi chuyén vGi canh sat San Francisco
sang nay. Ho ndi Nash thwong hanh dong mot minh. RO rang la trong vu
Alcatraz han dwgce du do tham gia, nhung d6 la vu ngoai 1€. Nhitng gi
toi...”

Russ Millard gio tay: “Cé diém chung nao trong nhitng 10i don vé tinh
trang quan hé tinh duc cta Nash khong?”

“T6i dang muon dé cap chuyén dé,” Loew noi, “Nash rat thich cac c6 gai
da den con tré, nhat 1a cac em con & d6 tudi vi thanh nién. Tat cd nhitng
phan anh vé t0i quan hé tinh duc cia han déu cho thay diéu nay.”
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Lee di ra ctta. “Bon t6i sé dén Doi University (Poi phu trach khu vurc
trrong dai hoc) xem bao cdo cua canh sat & d6 thé nao roi mgi tién hanh.
T6i khang dinh chac chan Nash dang quanh quan dau d6 & khu vyc cong
vién Leimert. D6 la khu danh cho cac ¢6 gai da trang nhung van cé nhitng
c6 nguwoi da mau dén tr thanh phd Manchester phia Nam. Cha thiéu gi noi
nhitng con mo6i cia han c6 thé dat chan t6i.”

Millard va Sears ciing ditng day di ra. Loew di dén cho Lee dan do, “Co
gang dirng giét han nhé. Han dang bi trir khit nhwng ta van nén tranh diéu
deé.”

Lee cuwdi nhirng van khong gidu noi vé dit dan cua minh. “T6i sé co gang
thua sép. Nhung anh phdi hita sé giét han & toa. Ctt tri mudn nhitng tén nhw
han phai bi tritng tri dé ho c6 thé ngu yén moi khi dém veé.”

Tram dirng chan dau tién cda ching t6i la Doi University. Doi tredng cho
ching t6i xem bao cdo vé cac vu cudp va dan ching téi khong nén lang phi
thoi gian lung suc khu viee gan chg cho Millard va Sears dang tién hanh ma
nén tim théng tin vé chiéc xe ma Nash dang st dung, nghe ndi do la chiéc
sedan trang san xuat sau chién tranh. DPai uy Jack da goi dién cho Dgi thong
bao vé nhitng do6i twong ma Nash hay nham vao va ba pho s§ quan cta Boi
da dugc cr di diéu tra cac nha chita ¢ phia Nam tap trung vao cac co gai da
mau. Cac xe tuan tra ban dém cta Doi cling sé dugc diéu dén khu vyc
dwong Newton va duong s6 77 noi tap trung hau nhw toan ngwdi da mau dé
tim kiém Nash va lwu y cac co gai phai can than.

Chung t6i cha biét lam gi hon la di lung suc khu vyc v6i hy vong Nash
van con ¢ d6. Chung t6i quyét dinh sé dén cong vién Leimert va lén duong.

Puong chinh cia khu la dai 16 Crenshaw rat rong, chay thang tir phia
Bac qua Wilshire xudng phia Nam dén khu vuc doi Baldwin. Tat ca cac
khu nha tir Jefferson dén Leimert déu trong tinh trang xiéu veo, op ep vi
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chién tranh. Mdt tién cta cac nha déu treo day cac bién quang cao 16n, cac
ctra hang bach ho4, trung tdm mua sam, khu vui choi danh cho tré em va
cac nha hat. To6i bat chgt nghi, chi dén nam 1950 khu viyc nay sé thay doi
dén mitc khong thé nhan ra. Bi vé phia Dong, ching t6i thay c6 rat nhiéu
cac khu dat trong ma c6 1é chang bao 1au nita nha ctra sé moc 1én. Tiép do6
la cac ngdi nha doc lap xay bang gach song tr thdi tredc chién tranh, nét
ddc trung dé nhan ra ching la mau sac va tinh trang ctia bai c6 phia treéc
nha. Phia Nam la noi tap trung rat nhiéu cac ngoéi nha khung go ciling trong
tinh trang do nat.

Khéng c6 ai giong Nash xuat hién trén dwong va tat ca nhitng chiéc
Sedan ma ching t6i nhin thiy thi déu do phu ni* hodc mot tay dong tinh
nguoi nao do diéu khién.

Pén gan Santa Barbara va Vermount, Lee pha v& su im lang gifta ching
toi, “Pi lang thang kiéu nay chang giai quyét duoc viéc déch gi ca. TG sé
goi dién nho gitp do xem thé nao.”

Chung t6i dau xe vao mot tram ban xang va Lee di goi dién. To6i ngoi
nghe ca hai chiéu cac cudc goi cia Lee. Khodng mudi phit sau thi cau ta
quay lai mat mdi xanh xao day mo hoi: “T¢ c6 manh moi day r6i. Mot nhan
vién chi diém cua t6 cho biét Nash dang di v6i may a gai diém & khu nha
tam gan duwong Slauson va duwong Hoover.”

Tai tat dai radio. “O' d6 toan nguwdi da mau. Cau cho réng...”

“Pm, t¢ cho rang ching ta phai 1én dwong tho6i.”

Chung t6i di qua Vermount dén Slauson sau dé ré sang hwéng Pong, hai
bén duvong toan la cac nha tho, phia trede la cira hang va cac tiém lam toc,
cac khu dat trong va ctra hang rwgu cha cé bién hiéu gi. Sau khi ré phai di
vé hudng Hoover, Lee gidm tdc do va bat dau quan sat cac khu nha chung
cu. Chung toi di qua mot nhom ba ngudi dan 6ng da mau va mot nguoi da
trang dang tho than trén cau thang ctia mét khu nha t6i tan; t6i phat hién ra
nhom dan 6ng nay biét chiing t6i la canh sat. Lee néi, “Bon nghiép ngap
ddy. Nash sé rat ngang nhién di lai nhung ching ta ci¢ tat qua héi tham bon
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nay xem sao. Néu bon nay cung mot giudc thi ching ta sé bat bon n6 phai
néi ra dia chi c6 han.” T6i gat dau va ngay lap ticc Lee dirtng xe ngay giita
dwong, chung t6i ra khdi xe buwdc dén trong khi nhém dan 6ng kia thoc tay
vao tui buéc di, kiéu di dac trung cia dan lvu manh. T6i quat: “Canh sat
day. Bing ap mat vao twong.” Tat cd bon ching ngoan ngoan quay nguoi
lai, hai tay gio l1én khoi dau, chan giang ra quay mat vao twong.

Lee kham ngwdi hai ga ditng bén phai; ga da trang 1am bam: “Cai gi thé
nay? Blanchard...?”

Lee quat: “Im di, d6 bd di,” va bat dau kham ngwdoi han. Toi kham nguwoi
ga dan ong da mau ding & trong trirdc, lan theo hai tay 4o khoac cia han va
kham cdc tdi. Tay trai toi 16i ra dwgc mot bao Lucky va chiéc bat Itva Zippo;
tay phai toi 1dy ra mot géi thudéc cudn can sa. T6i néi: “Thudc cudn can sa,”
va Vit tat ca xudng via heé quay sang liéc Lee. Ga dan 6ng da mau bén canh
cau ta nga nguoi ra phia trwdc, anh sang kim loai 1éo 1én khi tay han vung
ra. Toi hét lén: “Can than,” va rat khau khau 38 ra.

Ga dan ong da trang quay ngoat lai; Lee ban thang hai phat vao mat han.
Han ldo ddo ding lic t6i rit duwgc sung ra. T6i tang thém vién nita khién
han danh roi dao va 6m c6 nga guc xudng chan twong. Quay lai t6i thay ga
ditng mé bén kia dang mo mam tii quan, tién tay t6i tdng luén cho han ba
phat dan. Han nga nguoc lai phia sau va t6i con nghe thdy tiéng Bucky khi
ngwoi han dap xudng nén xi mang. T6i nhin nguwgc 1én thidy Lee va ga da
mau con lai dang giang co nhau cach cho t6i vai buwgc. Ba phat sting ctia
Lee khién han guc xuéng ding lic di duge khau stng luc nho vé phia Lee.
Han chét ngay titc khac, dau v& todc mot nira.

T6i ditng day nhin bon thi thé nam dwdi dat mau 1énh lang, ldo dao budc
ra ria dwong va nén thoc nén thao cho dén khi bung thay dau nhoi. Cé tiéng
coi hiéu xe canh sat chay dén, toi ghim lai phu hiéu 1én triwéc tii do nguc va
quay vao. Lee dang luc tim tdi bon chiing va tung géi thuéc cudn can sa ra
ngay canh viing mau. Cau ta buwdc lai va toi hy vong sé dugc nghe 101 noi
lém linh gi d6 dé t6i tran tinh nhuwng ngwoc lai, Lee ct oang oang nhw dira
tre.

https://thuviensach.vn



Thé 1a chi vi mot chit mat kiém ché chiing t6i mat ca budi chiéu ngoi
viét kiém diém.

Chung t6i ngoi viét bao cao & DGi canh sat phu trach duong s6 77 va bi
mot nhom canh sat diéu tra &n mang tham van vi c6 lién quan dén vu giét
ngwoi. Ho cho ching t6i biét ba ga dan 6ng da mau - Willie Walker Brown,
Caswell Pritchford va Cato Early déu la nhitng tén nghién c6 ti€éng con ga
da trang - Baxter Fitch - da tirng dung vii lyc ha guc hai ngwdi vao nhitng
nam 1920. Vi cd bon tén déu cé vii khi va tang trit ma tiy nén ho théng bao
v0i ching toi vu an sé khong dugc dua ra toa.

To6i binh théan trd 161 cac cau hoi tham van trong khi Lee thi lai khong
kiém ché dugc; ciu ta run ray va lién tuc 1am bam néi rang da rat nhiéu lan
phat hién ra Baxter Fitch lang vang khi di diéu tra & khu viec Hingland Park
va rang han ta xitng dang bi tritng tri nhw vay. T6i di sat va dan ciu ta ra xe
trong khi dam phong vién xum lai doi dat cau hoi.

Chtng t6i vé dén nha thi thdy Kay dang ditng & mai hién cho. Nhin vé
mat hoang hot t6i biét co6 dy da nghe hét moi chuyén. Kay lao dén cho Lee
om chit cau ta 1dm bam: “Oi anh yéu! Anh yéu cta em!”

T6i ditng nhin ho va thady cé mot t0 bdo dé trén lan can. T6i cam 1én va
phat hién ra ngay dé la bai binh luan khi gi6 ctia t& Mirror chay hang tit rat
16n: Hai cdnh sdt la cyu vo si quyén anh dung sting giét nguoi! Bon nan
nhan thiét mang! Bén duéi la birc hinh chup t6i va Lee dang thi dau quyén
anh cung véi anh bon tén kia. T6i doc noi dung bai bao vé vu giét nguoi va
tran dau hoi thang Muwoi cta ching t6i, bat ngd Lee hét 1én: “Em khong
hiéu duwoc. Khi gid, ct dé ké anh!”

Lee bo chay ra gara trong khi Kay bam sat cau ta. Téi ding lang nhin
canh twgng la lung chwa tirng thay trong doi. Tiéng xe m6to ctia Lee rd 1én
va toi thdy cdu ta lao ra ré ngodt vé bén phai, chac chan ciu ta chay dén
Mulholand.
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Kay quay lai khi tiéng xe cua Lee da di xa. T6i nam tay c6 an ui, “Khéng
sao dau. Viéc cau ay biét mot trong bon tén khién tinh hinh t6i té hon.
Nhung khong sao, cau ay sé vugt qua duge.”

Kay nhin t6i v6i anh mat rat la. “Anh rat binh tinh.”

“Co thé la tai ho hodc tai bon anh. Em phdi cham s6c Lee ngay mai vi
bon anh nghi lam, nhwng khi di lam tré lai chac chan moi viéc sé rat t6i té.”

“Va anh ciling phdi dé y dén anh ay. Khodng mét tuan nita Bobby De
Witt sé quay lai va han thé sé giét Lee va nhitng nguoi bat han. Lee rt sg
va em biét Bobby. Han khong hé ghé tay dau.”

T6i vong tay 6m Kay siét chat. “Thoi nao. Chang Lira va chang Nuéc da
bon anh con lam viéc thi em khong phai sg gi ca.”

Kay gidy giua muon thoat ra khéi tay t6i. “Anh khong biét Bobby dau.
Anh khong hé biét nhitng viéc han bat em lam.”

Toi gat may ngon toc che mat nang ra. “Biét, anh biét chit. Nhung anh
khéng quan tdm. Y anh néi 1a anh khong sg viéc d6. Nhung...”

Kay n6i xen vao: “Em biét y anh muén néi gi,” va day t6i ra. T6i dé co
ay di vi toi biét néu c tiép tuc n6i chuyén do tbéi sé phai nghe rat nhiéu
nhitng 16i ma t6i khong muon nghe. Canh ctta phia trwéc déng sam lai, t6i
ngoi mot minh trén bac thang sap xép lai moi chuyén.

Bo6n thang trudc t6i mabi chi la anh nhan vién tuan tra tep nhep. Bay gio
thi toi da tr& thanh md6t sy quan diéu tra da cé cong gitup thong qua dugc
khoan dé nghi chi tiéu hang triéu do la, va tat nhién la cé ca thanh tich giét
hai ngudi. Thang tGi t6i s€ tron ba muwoi tudi véi nam nam tudi nghé va téi
sé du tiéu chuan dé dy sat hach tré thanh trung iy canh sat. Néu téi vuot
qua, va moi viéc troi chay t6i cé thé sé trd thanh thwgng Uiy canh sat diéu
tra tredc khi buwdc vao tudi ba muoi lam, va dé mai chi la sy khéi dau.

To6i bat dau cam thay néng rudt, vi vay toi di vao phong khach tim cai gi
dé dé doc. Cé tiéng nuwdc kéu rat to phat ra tir canh nha. T6i di vao va thay
ctra phong tam mé.
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Kay dang ditng tran truong dwdi voi hoa sen. Co ay khong hé phan tng
cling khong hé thay d6i cam xtc ngay ca khi anh mat chiing t6i gap nhau.
T6i budc vao 6m chat 1y Kay, cdm nhan b6 nguc 1am tdm vét tan nhang
v6i hai dau va da ngd mau den, cdp mong rat to ctia nang; Kay ciing quay
ra don nhan toi. T6i thay cé vét seo kha to do dao rach tir bap dui kéo dai
1én dén lung Kay va ¢6 kim nén cdm xtc budc ra trong dau tham wéc gia
hém do6 khong phai la ngay toi da giét hai nguoi.
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PHAN II

PUONG SO 39 VA PUONG
NORTON
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Chuong 7

Chudng dién thoai khién t6i thitc gidc s6m vao sang thit Tu va cling 16i
ludn t6i ra khoéi gidc mo vé bai bao cua t& Thoi bdo hom thit Ba véi tiéu de
“Chang Lira va chang Nudéc dd ha do vdn bén tén con do da mau” - va
cam giac nhe nhang duwgc cham vao than thé Kay. Cho rang do6 la phong
vién cia mot t0 bao nao do goi, t6i nhac 6ng nghe roi lai ném phich xuéng
ban. Nhung roi t6i nghe thay tiéng: “Thitc giac va day di ban!” va t6i nhac
ong nghe lén.

“Ta@ nghe day.”

“Cau c6 biét hom nay la ngay gi khong?”

“Ngay muoi lam, ngay tra lvong. Cau dung tG day luc sau gio sang
dé...” t6i khyng lai khi nhan ra vé hoi hop trong giong noi ctia Lee. “C6
chuyén gi vay Lee?”

“Té khong sao ca. Té da chay dén Mulholand véi toc d6 mot tram mudi
ddam mot giod, & nha choi vGi Kay cd ngay hém qua. Bay gio t¢ thdy chan
r6i. Cau da thay thich lam cong viéc cia canh sat chwa?”

“Cau ctr tiép tuc di.”

“Té vira n6i chuyén vGi nguwdi cung cap tin cta té. Anh ta chiu on té rat
nhiéu. Nghe néi tén Nash ha dang kia c6 mot gara ¢ duwong Colesium va
duong Norton phia sau mot khu nha chung c mau xanh. Cau c6 thich chay
dua véi t6 dén dé khong? Nguwoi thua sé phdi tré tién bia t6i nay.”

Nhitng dong tit mdi lai nhdy mua tredc mat téi. Toi noi: “Bat dau di,” va
gac may roi mac quan ao vdi téc do nhanh ky luc. Toi lao ra xe va phong
nhv tén lva trén doan dwong chi c6 khoang tdm dam dén cong vién
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Leimert. Lee da & d6 va dang ditng dya lung vao chiéc Ford ctia cau ta dau
trong khu bai dé xe phia trwdc cong trinh kién tric duy nhat nam giita khu
dat trong rong bao la - d6 1a mot can nha doc 1ap t6i tan son mau xanh phia
sau la mot ngdi nha tam hai tang.

T6i dau xe phia sau xe cau ta va buwdc ra. Lee nhdy mat néi: “Cau thua
16i.”

“Nhung cau gian lan.”

Lee noéi, “Cau néi ding. T¢ goi cho cau tir bot dién thoai cong cong.
Pam phéng vién van quay nhiéu cau a?”

T6i nhin cdu ta v&i anh mat rat cham rai. Lee c6 vé da thoai mai hon
nhwng van chwa hét bye boi. “T@ an dat ¢ nha suét. Con cau?”

“Bevo Means c6 ghé qua héi tham t&. TG noi sé khong thé kéo dai tinh
trang nay lau hon dwgc nita.”

Toi chi khoang san phia trudc ngoi nha hoi. “Cau da gap nhitng nguoi
thué nha hay kiém tra chiéc xe ctia Nash chwa?”

Lee noéi. “Khong c6 xe nao ca nhung t¢ da ndi chuyén vdi nguoi quan ly.
Ong ay cho Nash thué cin nha t6i tan phia sau. Hin thuong st dung chd dé
dé di lai v&i bon gai diéem nhuwng nguwdi quan ly néi khoang mot tuan nay
khong nhin thdy han xuéat hién.”

“Cau da kiém tra ngoi nha do6 chwa?”

“Chua, t6 dgi cau.”

T6i rat khau 38 ra ép sat xuong bap dui. Lee cling lam theo va ching t6i
bang qua khoadng san vao ng6i nha. Tat ca cac ctta déu lam bang loai go
nhin rat mong, cau thang di lén tang hai da cii ky op ep. Lee day ctta chinh
¢ tang mot va tiéng cot ket phat ra khi canh ctra mé. Ca hai ching t6i cung
ap sat nguoi vao meé twong sau dé madi xoay ra, toi gio sung len phia trudc.

Khong c6 tiéeng dong cling khong c6 tiéng nguoi di lai, can phong day
mang nhén, san nha dan toan cac loai bao mau vang. Toi quay ra va Lee
réon rén di trude 1én tang hai. Vira 1én dén noi ciu ta lac nhe nam dam ctra,
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lac dau ra hiéu khong c6 ai va da bung canh cita vao trong. T6i chay 1én
cau thang; Lee gio stng ra phia trwdc di vao. Lén dén noi tdi da thay cau ta
cat sung vao bao. Lee néi: “Cha c6 gi ca,” va khoat tay chi khap can phong.
Toi budc vao gat dau dong y. Chiéc giwvong nhé nong nac mui regu manh
cung chiéc giwong 16n trong nhuw hai chiéc ghé xe hoi gap lai hau nhw
chiém hét khéng gian can phong, trén giwong vt day cac loai vai voc va
bao cao su da qua st dung.

Nhitng chai rwgu nho trong khong xép day goéc nha, chiéc ctrta s6 duy
nhat cling bAm day mang nhén va bui ban. T6i thdy kho chiu véi mui héi
thoi nén budc dén mad ctra s6. Nhin ra ngoai toi thdy c6 mot nhém canh sat
va may nguwoi mac thwong phuc dang dirng trén via hé duwong Norton cach
khu chung cv & duong s6 29 cling bang khoang cach dén cho ching t6i. Tat
ca déu dang nhin rat cham chu cai gi d6 nam dwdi bai cé trong khu dat
trong. Hai chiéc xe ctia canh sat va mot chiéc Cruiser khong mang phu hiéu
dang dau & 1é duong. Toi voi vang goi Lee: “Lee nay, dén day.”

Lee tho dau ra ctra s6 va noi ngay. “Té nghi c6 Millard va Sears & do.
Hom nay ho cling phai di bat tdi pham nén co6 thé...”

Toi chay ra khoi can nha vong xuéng duwong Norton, Lee bam sét sau toi.
Thdy mot xe diéu tra cac vu chét bat thuwong va mot xe chup anh phanh gap
do lai, t6i doc sic chay that nhanh. Harry Sears dang cam chai rwgu tu
tredc mat nam sau canh sat khac; t6i thay ro vé hot hoang trén khuén mat
cau ta. May nguoi phu trach chup hinh da vao dén khu dat va dang tan ra
chia 6ng kinh xudng dat. T6i lach nguwdi qua hai canh sat tuan tra va hiéu ra
moi chuyen.

Nam duwédi dat 1a than hinh cia mot phu nit tré bi cat lam doi, trén ngwoi
day vét thwong va khong hé c6 mot manh vai. Phan than thé bén dwéi nam
dwdi may bui cé cach phan trén vai foot, hai chan dang ra. Trén bap dui trai
c6 mot vét khoét hinh tam giac rat to va mot vét cat rat dai va to thang tw
ron xuong dén dau am hd. Phan da bén canh vét cat bi kéo ra, bén trong
khong con bo phan noi tang nao. Ntta than thé bén trén con toi té hon; bo
nguc nan nhan 16m dom day nhitng vét béng do thudc 14 di vao, vu tréi chi
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con dinh lai vGi co thé nhd mady mang da moéng, va phai bi rach vong xung
quanh nim vu. Tét ca cac vét rach déu rat sau. Nhung c6 1€ kinh khing hon
ca la khu6n mat cia nan nhan. Toan bo khuon mat bi bam tim, mii bi dap
thut vao trong héc xwong mat, miéng bi cat toac 1én dén mang tai thanh
hinh diéu cwdi rat cham choc doi v6i nguwdi nhin va c6 vé nhao bang nhitng
vét thwong khac trén do. Co 1é toi sé khong bao gid c6 thé quén dugc nu
cuoi do.

Nhin 1én phia trén t6i cdm thay lanh én séng lung, hoi thd tac nghen.
Cénh tay va vai nan nhan ngay canh ngudi téi va c6 tiéng ai do thot 1én,
“Khong c6 giot mau khi gié nao ca” - “Pay la vu an khing khiép nhat doi
v&i mot phu nit ma toi thdy trong suo6t muwdi sdu nam qua” - “Han tréi c6
ay. Nhin kia, con ca vét day tr6i ¢ c6 chan.” Sau dé la mot tiéng rit sg hai
rat dai.

Tat cd moi nguwdi déu ngirng 16i quay sang nhin Russ Millard. Anh ta 1én
tiéng rat binh than: “Phai hanh dong ngay trudc khi viéc nay vugt khoi tam
kiém soat cua ching ta. Co dy da bi moé bung. Viéc ching ta can lam ngay
la phdi ngan chan nhitng hanh déng dai dot. Khong duwoc tiét 16 véi bat ky
ai, khong noi chuyén vdi vo, ban gai ctia cac cau. Ciing khong noéi véi bat
ky canh sat nao khac khong lién quan. Harry dau r6i?”

Harry Sears 1én tiéng: “Co, thwa sép,” va v0i vang giau chai rugu trén tay
dé sép cda anh ta khong nhin thay. Millard phat hién ra hanh dong do va
anh mat té ra khong hai long. “Khéng cho bat ky phong vién nao vao xem
xac nan nhan. Nhitng nguoi phu trach chup hinh sé lam viéc ngay bay gio.
B0 phan phu trach diéu tra phdi pht xac nan nhan lai ngay khi chup hinh
xong. BO phan tuan tra khoanh vung pham vi hién trudng vu an trong vong
sau foot tr xac nan nhan. Phong vién nao co tinh dot nhap vao bat ngay lap
tirc. Khi bé phan ky thuat hinh sy dén kham nghiém t thi cac cau dudi hét
phong vien sang mé ben kia dwong. Harry, cau goi ngay cho thuwgng uy
Haskins bén D0i University bao ciu ta ctt tat ca nhithg nguwdi con lai sang
day dé ban bac.”
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Millard nhin quanh va thay t6i: “Bleichert, cdu dang lam gi & day?
Blanchard cting c6 madt ch@?”

Lee dang ngbi chom hom & mé ngoai ghi chép vao cudén sé tay. Toi chi
tay vé phia Bac va n6i: “Nash dang thué mot nha tam & phia sau ngoi nha
kia. Chung t6i dang kham xét ¢ do thi phat hién ra viéc nay.”

“Co6 vét mau trong nha khéng?”

“Khong, khong phai tén Nash gay ra vu nay, thva thugng uy.”

“Puwgc roi, ci dé cho bo phan ky thuat hinh sy tim cau tra 16i. Harry
dau?”

Sears dang ngobi trong xe canh sat néi chuyén qua dién dam. Nghe goi
minh cau ta néi to: “Cé, thwra sép.”

“Khi bo phan ky thuat hinh sy dén, cau dwa ho sang khu chung cuw va
ng6i nha tam phia sau kia kiém tra vét mau va dau van tay. Sau d6 niém
phong toan b6 khu phé nay.”

Millard ngirng 10i khi thdy c6 rat nhiéu 6t6 ré vao duwong Norton va di
thang tGi hién truong. T6i lai nhin xuéng xac nan nhan. Cac ky thuat vién
chup hinh van dang chup & cac géc do; Lee cling dang cam cui v&i cudn so6
tay ctia minh. Nhitng nguoi khac da gian ra via he dwong, thinh thoang nhin
x4c nan nhan r6i lai quay di hwéng khac. Dugi long duwong, cadc phéng vién
dang 0 at lao ra khoi xe, may anh lam lam trén tay, Harry Sears va mot
nhom canh sat khac da san sang ngan ho lai. T6i thu hét can dam nhin ky
xac nan nhan mot lan nira.

Hai chan bi kéo giang ra, khép dau g6i bi gay; mai téc den nhanh khong
hé cé vét mau nao; hinh nhw tén sat nhan da goi dau cho c6 ay trudc khi
hanh dong. Diéu cuwdi khung khiép khi chét véi hai ham rang chia ra dudi
16p thit bi rach cta c6 dy budc t6i phai ngoanh di noi khac.

To6i thdy Lee da ra via hé giip may canh sat kia cang day khoanh vung
hién treong. Cau ta nhin toi tri'ng tritng véi anh mat that than sg hai. To6i
néi: “Tén Nash ha dang. Cau nghi thé nao?”
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Cau ta nhin thang vao t6i dam chiéu. “Han khong gy ra viéc nay. Han la
tén vo lai nhung han khong phai 1a ngudi gay ra vu nay.”

Khu pho tré nén 6n ao khi cé thém phéng vién kéo téi va canh sat phai
dan ra nam tay nhau ngan ho lai. T6i hét to 1én nhw dé cho chinh minh nghe
ro: “Han da danh chét mot phu nit c6 tudi. Han la d6i twgng nghi ngo hang
dau cua ching ta!”

Lee tim tay t6i nam chat. “D6 la suy nghi cta ching ta va chiing ta van
dang lam viéc. Té 1a s§ quan diéu tra c6 dang cdp va td cling nghi nhw
vay!” Lee gan lén tirng 10i khién moi ngwdi chd y quay sang phia ching t6i.
Toi kéo tay ra va chi vé phia xac nan nhan. “bong y.”

Mot gio sau, goc dwong s6 39 va duong Norton day xe canh sat, xe
phong vién va dam dong nhitng nguoi to mo. Xac nan nhan dugce dva len
cang phua vai khiéng di; doi ky thuat hinh sy da 1ay dau van tay cta co ay
tredc khi dwa vao thung chira xac trén xe. Harry Sears doc bai phat biéu véi
cac phong vién do Russ Millard viét no6i twong doi toan dién trir sy thye vé
tinh trang xac nan nhan. Sau d6 Sears 1ai xe vé tru s@ co quan kiém tra
thong tin Iwu trit do Phong quan 1y nhitng nguwdi mat tich cung cap, Millard
¢ lai chi dao viéc diéu tra.

Cac k¥ thudt vién hinh sy tan ra khu dat trong tim kiém vii khi giét nguoi
va quan 4o nan nhan; mot doi khac dugce civ dén can nha tam cua Nash
kiém tra vét mau va dau van tay. Millard nham tinh sé Iwgng canh sat dang
c6 mat. Bon nhan vién dang diéu khién giao thong va duy tri trat ty dam
doéng to mo; muwoi hai ngwdi mac sac phuc va nam nguwdi mac thuong phuc
trong dé c6 Lee va toi. Millard 1ay trong xe ra tdm ban d6 dwong pho va
phan chia toan bo khu vic cong vién Leimert ra cac khu nho sau do phan
cong cho mo6i nguwdi phu trach mot khu vye v6i nhitng cau hoi bat budc:
Anh c6 nghe thdy tiéng phu nit hét trong vong bon muoi tdm gid qua
khong? Anh c6 thay ai vitt hay dot quan 4o cta phu nit khong? Anh c6 thay
bat ky xe hay nguwoi dang ngd nao xuat hién trong khu virc khong? Anh cé
di qua dwong Norton va khu phd Coliseum khong, néu c6 thi c6 nhin thay
ai trong khu dat trong khong?
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To6i dwgc phan cong diéu tra khu vire dai 16 Olmsted cach dwong Norton
ba khoi nha vé phia Pong kéo dai tr khu phé Coliseum xudng dai 16
Leimert; Lee duwgc phan cong diéu tra cac ctra hang va nha dan nam trén
duwong Crenshaw kéo dai tr dwong 39 theo huéng Bac 1én duong Jefferson.
Chung t6i hen sé gdp nhau & nha thi dau Olympic lic 8 gid va lén duong.

T6i dén tirng nha, bAm chudng va dat cau héi nhung déu khong cé két
qua gi. Toi ghi lai dia chi nhitng nha khong c6 nguwoi & nha dé nhom diéu
tra sau khong mat thai gian hoi lai. T6i néi chuyén véi ca nhitng ba ndi trg
kho tinh lan nhitng dita tré hon xwgc, nhitng ngudi nghi hwu, cong chirc
dang nghi phép, tham chi ca nhitng canh sat thudc Bo6i canh sat phu trach
phia Tay Los Angeles. T6i xen thém vao cd nhitng cau hdi vé tén Nash va
chiéc Sedan trang doi mdi, cho ho xem ca anh cua han. Nhung tat ca déu
khong hé biét gi. Bay gio toi toi di bd quay lai xe cam thay kinh tdm nhitng
diéu ngé ngan ma minh vira lam.

Xe cua Lee khong con & do, canh sat dang dung dén dé lam c6ng tac
phap y & khu vic goc dwong so 39 va duwong Norton. T6i 1ai xe vé nha thi
ddu Olympic hy vong nhitng tran dau quyén anh & do6 sé lam voi bét cam
giac ghé ron va sy that vong cua toi trong ngay.

H.J. Caruso da dé san vé @ ctra cho chiing t6i cung véi 16i nhan 6ng ta c6
cudc hen rat quan trong nén khong thé dén dugc. Vé ctia Lee van ndm trong
phong bi; t6i cam tdm vé ctia minh va di vé khu vic danh riéng cho H.J.
Caruso. Tran dau dau tién ctia may tay vo si hang ga da bat dau, toi ngoi
xem va cho doi Lee.

Hai v6 si goc Méhico nho con c6 tran dau ciling khong dén noi toéi va
dwgc khan gia c6 vii nhiét tinh. Tién xu ttr trén khan dai ném xuéng am am,
nhitng tiéng la hét bang tiéng Anh, tiéng Tay Ban Nha lam huyén ndo khu
vure san thi ddu. Sau bon hiép dau, toi biét la Lee sé khong dén; nhin canh
hai chién binh déu bi thwong trén san thi dau khién toi lai nhé dén canh nan
nhan; t6i ditng ddy roi khoi san thi dau va biét chac Lee dang & dau.

To6i quay lai khu vie géc duong s6 39 va duong Norton, toan bo khu dat
trong duwgc thap den sang trung nhuw ban ngay. Lee dang ditng ngay bén
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trong vong day khoanh vung ngan cach khu vic hién truong. Budi toi troi
lanh khién cau ta phéi co nguoi trong chiéc do khoac ctia minh ditng nhin
cac nhan vien cua bo phan ky thuat hinh sy lung suc dam co.

T6i budce lai. Thay toi Lee lién quay ra dung ngon tay ran nhu déa thoc
vao nguoi toi. B6 la dong tac cau ta thwong lam moi khi udng thudc
Benzedrine.

“Cau hen gap té c6 dang khong?”

Anh dén khién vé mit lo 1ing ctia Lee trd nén nhot nhat. “Nhung t6 ciing
c6 ndi rang cong viéc nay la wu tién hang dau cua ching ta ding khéng?”

Nhin ra phia xa t6i thdy nhitng khu dat trong khac ciing dwoc thap sang.
“Pd la cong viéc can duge wu tién tién hanh cta S&, néu c6 thé, cling nhw
tén Nash kia la viéc phdi wu tién lam d6i véi ching ta.”

Lee lac dau. “Ban 0i, vu nay 16n day. Horrall va Thad Green vira dén day
hai gio tredce. Jack Tierney vira dugc tam thoi diéu sang Phong diéu tra 4n
mang dé cung vGi Millard diéu hanh cong viéc diéu tra. Cau c6 mudn nghe
y kién cuaa té khong?”

“Néi di.”

“Ho muon thé hién minh. Mot c6 gai da trang xinh dep bi giét, ca S& don
lyc vao diéu tra tén giét nguoi dé chitng to véi c tri rang viéc thong qua
khoan dé nghi kia da tiép thém rat nhiéu sitc manh cho lyc lwgng canh sat.”

“Co thé c6 ta khong hoan toan xinh dep nhu cau noi. Cé thé ngudi phu
nit 16n tudi ma tén Nash kia giét lai la ngudi ba yéu quy cta ai do. Cé thé
cau dang mat qua nhiéu thoi gian cho vu nay day, va cling c6 thé ching ta
ctt dé vu nay cho S@ giai quyét con ching ta thi quay lai v6i céng viéc cia
minh tredc khi cé thém nan nhan thiét mang duwdi tay han.”

Lee gio nam tay 1én. “Cau con gia thuyét nao nira khong?”

T6i budce lai gan cau ta hon. “Co thé cau sg viéc Bobby De Witt dugc tai
ngoai. C6 thé cau qua ty cao ti dai ma khong dé nghi té gitip do dé han
khong dam dong dén nguwdi phu ni* ma cé hai ching ta cing quan tam. C6
1é chiing ta ctt dé S& coi c6 géi bi giét kia la Laurie Blanchard.”
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Lee buc titc thu nam tay vé va bo di. T6i quan sat nhitng buwdc chan gian
di cua cdu ta, trong long hy vong cau ta sé phat dién 1én hay buong may
cau gi d6 1ém linh hodc bat ct biéu hién gi khac chit khong phai la vé mat
dau dén khi toi nhin vao. “Noi chuyén vdi té di, khi gio. Chang ta la ban.
Chung ta da giét bon nguwdi va bay gio cau dun hét cho t6!”

Lee quay lai nhéch mép cwdi vdi thai do dit dan nhung van khong gidu
noi nét mat lo lang, buén rau, that vong. Giong cau ta tré nén cau kinh khé
nghe.

“T¢ da tung bao vé Laurie khi né choi. Té 1a tén wa au da va tat cd bon
tré déu sg hai td. TG co6 rat nhiéu ban gai - cau biét ddy, toan chuyén quan
hé lang man tré con. Pam con gai thuong tréu choc t& vé chuyén cua
Laurie, thoi gian t& danh cho n6 cha khac gi mot cap tinh nhan yéu nhau.”

“Biét roi, té rat yéu quy n6. N6 rat xinh dep va c6 giong hat hay.”

“Cha t6 tirng dy dinh sé cho n6 hoc khiéu vii balé, hoc dan piano va hoc
hat. Té cling titng mudn lam coéng viéc & Firestone Tire nhw ong ay, va
Laurie cling da tirng mong muon dwgc trd thanh nghé sy. D6 chi 1a nhitng
cau chuyén nhuwng do la thuce té€ doi véi td. Nhung vao khoang thoi gian no
mat tich, cha t& da néi qua nhiéu vé nhitng chuyén nay khién t& phat dién
1én. Té bat dau bé mac né moi khi né di chai sau gio tan treong. Thé roi co
gai hoang dai kia xuat hién cudn hut tat ca bon tré nhu té. Lic t& dang mai
an nam vdi c6 ta thi Laurie bi bat, dang 1é t& phai & bén canh dé bao vé né.”

T6i nam tay nguwoi ban ctia minh cé y néi véi cau ta rang t6i hiéu cau
chuyén va thong cam vé&i cau ta. Lee rut tay ra. “DPung noi véi té la cau
hiéu vi ngay bay gio t&@ s€ néi vGi cau ly do tai sao moi viéc lai tré nén toi
té nhw thé. Laurie bi giét. Bon vo0 lai kia da bop c6 bit miii n6. Khi n6 chét,
t¢ da nghi dén nhitng diéu xau xa vé nd. Té ghét n6 bédi vi cha té coi no la
cong chuia con té chi la thang bé di. T¢ da chup hinh né nhv t¢ da lam sang
nay vGi c6 gai kia. Va t¢ hai long vé viéc lam do trong khi cap ké vGi co
gai kia, thod thich uéng nhitng chai regu cta cha co ay.”
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Lee hit thd that sau va chi tay xuong khu dat cach cho ching t6i vai mét.
Cho hai ntra than thé cia nan nhan da dwgc khoanh ving, déng coc va rac
vOi. T6i nhin tritng trirng cho hai chan c6 ay bi kéo giang ra; Lee néi: “T¢
sé tom c6 han. Cho du c6 cau bén canh hay khong t& ciing nhat dinh sé tém
c6 han.”

T6i 6 gwong cudi. “Hen gap lai cdu ¢ co quan ngay mai.”

Lee ndi théem: “Cho du la c6 cau hay khong.”

T6i no6i: “Té nghe r6 cau noi gi r6i,” va quay lai xe. Toi khdi dong xe va
thdy mot khu dat trong khac cach cho chiing t6i mot ddy nha vé phia Bac
cling da duwgc chiéu sang.
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Chuong 8

Sang hom sau, khi budc vao phong lam viéc cua DGi thi Harry Sears
dang doc bai bao cta t& Herald vGi hang tit: “Sdan Iting hang 6 ma séi trong
vu giét nguoi hung bao!!!; mé bén kia, m6t nhém nam ga dan 6ng - hai ga
lang thang la hodac, hai ga trong nhw nhitng tay dong tinh luyén ai, va mot
gd mdc do nha giam cua hat - tat cd déu bi cong tay ngobi trén ghé bang.
Harry dat to bao xuong lam bam. “Ho thui nhan...da rach ngudi co ay.” Toi
gat dau va nghe thay tiéng hét phat ra tt* phong tham van.

Mot lic sau Bill Koenig dan ra mot ga béo uc ich va thong bao: “Han
khong gay ra vu d6.” Hai sy quan ngo6i & ban vo tay cham biém, nhitng
nguoi khac ngoanh mat di to vé khinh bi.

Koenig day ga béo ra ngoai hanh lang. T6i hdi Harry: “Lee dang & dau?”

Harry chi cho t6i vao phong cua Ellis Loew. “Pang trong phong lam viéc
ctia sép Loew. Cé ca phong vién & do.”

Toi buwdc lai nhom qua khe ctra. Loew dang dirng sau ban ndi chuyén vé6i
mot ddm ky gid. Lee ngdi bén gian 1am viéc ciaa Uy vién cong t6 quan mic
bd sac phuc duy nhat ctia minh. Nhin cau ta rat mét méi nhung cé vé khong
cau kinh nhw t6i hom qua.

Loew dang noi vdi giong rat lanh lung. “... va tinh chat da man cta vu
giét ngwoi nay cho thiy chung ta phai bang moi gia tébm c6 dwgc thu pham
cang s6m cang tot. Nhitng sy quan rat c6 nang lyc ctia chiing té6i bao gom
ca chang Ltra va chang Nuwdc da cling duge tam gac lai nhiém vu thuong
xuyén dé ho trg cong tac diéu tra, va v6i nhitng ngwoi nhw ho phu trach
cong viéc nay, ching t6i hy vong sé sém c6 két qua. Ngoai ra...”
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T6i khong thé nghe 16 dugce nita vi hoi hop. T6i thiic vao canh cira, Lee
nhin thdy gat dau véi Loew va buwdc ra khéi phong; cdu ta kéo t6i vao
phong lam viéc trong khi t6i c6 ngodi lai héi: “Cau dé nghi ching ta duwgc
tham gia phai khong?”

Lee dat tay 1én nguc toi tran an. “C binh tinh nao. T¢ da dé nghi Ellis
cho phép chiing ta dugc tam dirng viéc diéu tra vu tén Nash kia.”

“Cau dién thuce suw roi.”

“Nay, nghe da. Do chi la cach lam cho moi viéc troi chay hon thoi.
Ching ta van dat Nash trong tinh trang khan cap dwoc thong bao cho luc
lwgng ctia ca S, ngdi nha cho chét kia cia han cling dang duge kham xét,
toan b0 luc lwgng canh sat phia Nam thanh pho da duwgc huy dong dé ngan
chan tén thu vat nay, toi nay td cling sé€ & lai can nha thué ctia han. Té da co
ong nhom, va véi mitc do anh sang nhw dém hém qua thi té nghi sé c6 thé
doc dugc tat ca cac bién s6 xe di qua duong Norton. C6 thé tén giét ngwoi
kia sé ré qua do6 tim moi. TG sé ghi lai toan bd bién s6 xe sau do6 gui 1én
Cuc quan ly 6t6 va moté va Phong dang ky phuwong tién giao thong dé kiém

»

tra.

Toi thd dai: “Lay Chua!”

“Ban nay, tat ca nhitng gi t& can dé la ching ta danh ra mét tuan diéu tra
vu c6 gai nay. Vu Nash van cé ngudi phu trach, va trong treong hgp mét
tuan sau ching ta van chwa tom dwgc han thi ching ta sé lai quay trd lai coi
han la wu tién diéu tra hang dau cua chung ta.”

“Han la tén toi pham cyc ky nguy hiém. Cau biét rd diéu d6 ma.”

“Ban 0i, han hoan toan bi khong ché. Bay gio thi dirng n6i vdi té rang
cau khong mudn lam viéc gi d6 dé chudc lai 16i 1am trong vu giét bon tén
kia. Pirng noi vdi té rang vu co gai kia lai khong quan trong bang vu tén
Nash.”

To6i biét chang con cach gi dé tir chdi Lee ca. “Chi mot tuan thoi nhé,
Lee. Khong hon chtt nao dau.”

Lee nhay mat: “Rat hai long.”
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Tiéng ctia dai Gy Jack vang lén. “Mai tat cd moi nguwdi vao phong hop
ngay.”

T6i cdm voi cudn so6 tay va di ra ngoai. Pam ngwdi nhan toi ban nady
khong con ngoai hanh lang, thay vao dé la nhitng tén khac dang bi cong tay
tréi vao 6ng nwdc néong hodc bé phan téa nhiét. Bill Koenig dang xét héi
mot gd da c6 tudi ¢t nang ndc doi noéi chuyén tryc tiép véi thi tredng
Bowron; Fritzie dang ghi chép tén ma han ké ra vao ho so. Phong hop
chung khong cé ghé ngoi nhung da day luwc lwgng ctia Phong canh sat diéu
tra trung tdm va Phong diéu tra 4an mang, ngoai ra con cé rat nhiéu nhitng
canh sat khac mac thwong phuc ma téi chwa bao gid nhin thdy. Pai ty Jack
va Russ Millard dang ditng phia tridc, bén canh la chiéc micro. Tierney thi
micro, hang giong va lén tiéng:

“Thwa quy vi, sau day la thong bdo chung ctia chiing t6i vé vu an xay ra
& khu vuc cong vién Leimert. Toi nghi chac cac ban cling da doc bao va
biét rang day la vu an rat da man va khé khan cho cong tac diéu tra. Van
phong thi tredng thanh phd da nhan dwoc rat nhiéu cac cudc dién thoai goi
dén héi tinh hinh. HGi dong thanh phé va canh sat truéng Horrall cling vay.
Chac chan sé con rat nhiéu cac cudc dién thoai danh cho ching ta. Vi vay
khong con cach nao khéac la ching ta phai bat tay vao hanh dong ngay.

“Toi xin thong bao phan cong cong viéc nhu sau. Toi phu trach giam sat
viéc diéu tra, thwgng uy Millard phu trach diéu hanh, trung Gy Sears la
nguoi lién lac gitta cac bé phan. Pho tiy vién cong t6 quan Loew phu trach
lien hé véi bao chi va cac co quan dan su, va sau day la danh sach cac sy
quan duwgc phan cong dwéi quyén chi huy cia Phong diéu tra 4an mang cé
hiéu lyc tv ngay 16/01/1947: Trung iy Anders, tham tit Arcola, trung uy
Blanchard, sy quan Bleichert, trung uy Cavanaugh, tham t@ Ellison, tham
t& Grimes, trung uy Koenig, tham t Ligget, tham t* Navarette, trung uy
Pratt, tham t& J. Smith, tham t& W. Smith, trung iy Vogel. Tat ca nhitng
nguoi co tén trong danh sach trén dén gap thwgng iy Millard ngay sau budi
hop nay. Millard, ké tir bay gio ho thudc quyén chi huy cia anh.”
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T6i 1ay buit va huych tay bao vién canh sat bén canh nhwong thém cho dé
toi viét thodi mai hon. Tat cd moi nguoi cling lam céng viéc twong ty voi
thai do rat tap trung chu y.

Millard néi véi giong hung hon: “Lic 7 gid sang ngay hom qua, trén géc
duwong Norton va dudng sd 39 gan phé Coliseum. O khu dat tréng ngay bén
dwong nguoi ta phat hién thdy xac mot co6 gai bi cat lam doi, trén ngwoi
khong m6t manh vai. Co ta da bi tra tan, diéu nay t6i sé khang dinh chac
chan sau khi c6 thong tin tir bén phap y - bac sy Newbarr dang phu trach
tién hanh cong viéc nay & bénh vién Queen of Angels (Nit hoang cua cac
Thién than). Khéng phéng vién nao dwgc phép diéu tra vé vu nay. Co
nhitng diéu chiing ta khong muon ho biét.

“Khu vure hién treong vu an da duwge kham xét rat can than mat 1an roi -
nhung cho dén bay gio van chwa tim dwgc manh méi nao cd. Quanh xéac
chét khong c6 mau; chac chan c6 ay bi giét & cho khac va bi quang xac vao
dé. Trong khu vire con vai khu dat trong nita va tat ca da duoc kiém tra ky
lwong xem c6 vii khi hodc vét mau hay khong. Mot tén cudp ctia co vii
trang - t6i pham giét nguwdi tén la Raymond Doughlas Nash dang thué mot
nha tam & phia trong, gan khu vy hién trwedng, ngdi nha do cling da dugc
kiém tra ddu van tay va vét mau nhuwng khong phat hién thay gi, va Nash
cling khong phai la doi twgng nghi ngo da giét chét co gai kia.

“Chuwa xac dinh dugce danh tinh cta co ta vi dit lieu khong an khép vai
h6 so nhitng ngwoi mat tich do chiing ta quan ly. Dau van tay cua co ay da
dwgc gti di, chang bao lau nita ching ta sé c6 bao cdo. C6 mdt ngudi giau
tén da goi dién dén doi University thong bao vé xac chét. S§ quan nghe
dién néi lai d6 la mot phu nit dang trén dwong dwa con gai dén truong. Co
ay khong cho biét tén va t6i nghi chiing ta ciing c6 thé loai bo c6 ta khoi
danh sach nghi ngo.”

Millard chuyén sang giong thuyét trinh c6 vé nhan nai: “Cong viéc diéu
tra ciia ching ta van phai tdp trung vao khu vyc duong s6 39 va dwong
Norton cho dén khi danh tinh cta c6 gai dugc xac dinh va cong viéc tiép
theo ching ta can lam la kiém tra lai mgt lan nita toan b6 khu ve.”
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Phong hop dong thanh 6 1én c6 vé that vong. Millard cau may noi tiép:
“Tru s& cua doi University sé la trung tam chi huy, sé c6 nhan vién ¢ do
danh mdy va thong ké bao cdo ctia cac sy quan ngoai hién truong gui ve.
Nhan vién & dé cting sé phu trach lam bao cdo téng hgp va sap xép cac
chitng cd. Sau do tat ca sé dwgc chuyén dén cac don vi thudc Sé. Nhitng
nguwoi thudc cac don vi trong S& dang c6 mat & day co trach nhiém veé
thong bao lai v6i don vi minh, dwa vu viéc ra titng cudc giao ban, tirng
phién giao nhiém vu tredc khi di tuan tra. Tat ca nhitng thong tin do luc
lwgng tudn tra cung cap, cac cau goi dién thong bao tryc tiép cho Phong
diéu tra 4n mang, s6 may 1é 411. Bay gio toi sé thong bao danh sach cac dia
chi can kiém tra lai cho cac cau ngoai trit Blanchard va Bleichert. Bucky va
Lee, cac cau di kiém tra lai khu viec ngay hém qua. Nhitng ngwdi thudc cac
don vi trong S& chuan bi san sang, s6 con lai gap t6i ngay bay gio. Bat dau
di.”

T6i chay ra khoi phong di thang bo xudng bai dé xe c6 y mudn tranh mat
Lee vi mdc du da dong y nhwng t6i van chwa hét birc minh véi cau ta vé vu
Nash. Khong biét tir ltic nao bau troi da xam xit va trén sudt doan duong
dén cong vién Leimert toi luén nghi dén canh nhitng con bdao sam sé xoa
sach diu vét & cac khu dat trong kia, xoa sach ca cong viéc diéu tra co gai
bi cat lam do6i nay, ca nhitng 16i than phién ctia Lee vé co6 em gai bé nho cua
cau ta cho dén khi nwdc chdy lam tran ca cong thoat lam Nash phai tho dau
ra va bi bat. Nhung khi t6i dirng xe thi trdi lai quang dang trd lai va khi mat
troi chiéu sang thi téi da bat dau cong viéc diéu tra cia minh véi hang loat
cac cau trd 10oi tiéu cuec.

T6i lai héi nhitng cau héi cia ngay hom trwéc va c6 y nhan manh nhiéu
hon dén Nash. Nhwng lan nay thi khac; canh sat dang lung suc trong khu
vure, ghi lai tat cd cac bién so xe, luc 10i cac cong thoat nwdc dé tim quan 4o
phu ni* - va nguwdi dan dia phuong thi cting da nghe radio hay doc bao vé vu
giét nguoi nay.

Co6 nguoi thi dwa ra cay thanh gia va yéu cau toi phai loai bo ngay bon
lang séi kia; c6 ngudi lai cho rang c6 gai chét chang qua ciing chi 1a s hién
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minh cho Chuia vi khu virc cong vién Leimert da bo phiéu cho dang Dan
chu trong cudc bau ctt nam 1946. Mot cau bé cho tdi xem birc anh ctia ngoi
sao dién anh Lon Chaney? trong vai ngudi séi va noi rang khu dat trong &
gitta dwong so 39 va dwong Norton la bai chuan bi phong tén Itta caa no,
mot fan hAm mo quyén anh nhan ra to6i trong tran thi dau véi Blanchard c
nang nac doi xin chit ky va néi rat thang thirng rang con ché san ctia nguoi
hang x6m v@i ong ta chinh la tha pham giét ngwoi, 6ng ta con hoi toi cé
muon kh n6 hay khong. C6 rat nhiéu cau trd 16i nhung két qud t6i thu
dwgc thi con nham chan hon ca ngay hom qua. T6i bat dau cam thay cong
viéc nham chan nay nhw mot cye hinh déi véi minh.

Pén 1h30 t6i lam xong cong viéc va quay lai xe dv dinh sé di an troa va
quay lai tai tru s& Doi University. C6 mot mau gidy ghim bén dwdi can gat
nuwdc - dé la loai mau thong bado ma Thad Green thwong dung c6 danh may
0 gitta trang dong chit “Gidy phép chinh thitc danh cho canh sdt vao tham -
cho sy quan nay vao khu kham nghiém tit thi cua Jane Doe, #031, 2 gio
chiéu ngay 16/01/1947”. Chit ky cua Thad Green dugc ghi nguéch ngoac &
cudi trang nhin rat giong chit viét caa trung uy Leland C. Blanchard. To6i
cwoi tham va lai xe thang dén bénh vién Queen of Angels.

Hanh lang bénh vién dé day cac loai do6 dung ctuia y ta va xe day bénh
nhan. T6i xuat trinh phu hiéu cho mét c6 y tad da c6 tudi va yéu cau dugc
vao khu kham nghiém; 6 ta dan t6i di qua khu hi tredng va chi canh cira
vao bén trén c6 ghi KHOA BENH HOC. Téi budc dén chd vién canh st
tuan tra lam nhiém vu bdo vé va xuat trinh gidy maoi, cdu ta xem qua va m@&
ctra. T6i budc vao gian phong lanh trang toat dwgc khir trung bén trong, &
gitta phong ké mot chiéc ban dai bang kim loai, bén trén la hai vat gi do
pht khan trang. T6i ng6i xuoéng chiéc ghé bang doi dién trong long tham lo
sé lai nhin thay diéu cudi cia co gai.

Mot lat sau canh ctra bén ngoai lai m@ va mot nguoi dan ong kha cao da
luéng tudi, miéng ngdm xi ga, c6 deo 6ng nghe buwdc vao. Russ Millard,
Harry Sears va Lee di sau 6ng ta. Nhin thay t6i Millard lac dau: “Cau va
Lee van chitng nao tat ay. Bac sy, ching t6i huat thuéc dwgc khong?”
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Vién bac sy lay con dao mo6 & tui sau lau 1én quan va néi: “Khong sao,
cha phién gi téi cod gai nay ca vi cb ta da vé coi khac roi. Co Margaret, kéo
tam vai kia ra cho t6i dugc khong?”

Lee ngoi xuong chiéc ghé bang bén canh t6i, Millard va Sears dot thu6c
va lay s0, san sang ghi chép. Lee ngéap dai va héi t6i: “Sang nay cau c6 thu
dugc tin gi ma@i khong?”

T6i nhan ra thuéc Benzedrine da khong con tac dung vGi cdu ta nita roi.
“Co day. Mot tén cho soi giét ngwoi dén tir sao Hoa da gay ra vu nay. Buck
Rogers dang dung tau vii tru dudi theo han ta, con cau thi nén quay vé nha
ma ngu di.”

Lee lai ngap. “Lat nita. T¢ thi cho rang tha pham la bon Nazi® Cé
nguoi néi voi t¢ rang ong ta nhin thady Hitler trong mot quan bar & duwong
s6 39 va khu phé Crenshaw. Oi lay Chua, Bucky!”

Lee cui mat nhin xuong; t6i nhin vé phia chiéc ban, tdm vai da duwogc kéo
ra va phan dau c6 gai nam quay vé phia ching t6i. T6i cdi xudng nhin
cham cham d6i giay cua minh trong khi 6ng bac sy bat dau giang giai bang
nhitng thuat ngit y hoc:

“Xét nghiém tong thé cho thay day la mot phu nit ngudi goc Cap-ca-do.
Mitc do phat trién ctia co cho thidy c6 dy khodng tir mwoi sdu dén ba muoi
tudi. Tt thi bi cit 1am hai phan, vét cit ngang qua rén. O phan trén: dau con
nguyén hinh nhung c6 rat nhiéu vét cat sau trén xwong so, mat bi bién dang
do nhiéu vét bam mau, va vét suwng. Sun miii bi tut xuéng. Hai vét rach twr
khoé miéng qua ham duéi 1én dén mang tai. Khong thay c6 vét bam nao &
c6. Co6 rat nhiéu vét rach & tredc ngue, chi yéu quanh hai vi va vét béng
do dau thudc 14 di vao. Va phéi gan nhw bi cat dit han khoéi phan nguc.
Kiém tra phan 6 bung phia trén khong hé thdy cé6 mau chdy. Rudt, da day,
gan va la lach déu bi l1ay di.”

Ong béac s§ thd rat manh; tdi nhin 1én va thdy 6ng ta dang pha khéi
thuoc. Co6 y ta dang toc ky trong khi Millard va Sears 16 d& nhin cay but
ctia minh, Lee thi cii gdm mat xuoéng nén nha, tay lién tuc lau moé hoi trén
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tran. Bac sy so ca hai vi nan nhan va tiép tuc: “Khong cé dau hiéu bung no
chitng t6 nan nhan khéng c6 mang khi bi giét.” Ong ta dung con dao mé bét
dau choc ngody bén trong phan ntta dwdi xac chét. Téi nham chadt mat ngoi
nghe.

“Ntra dwdi co thé c6 mot vét rach kéo dai tir ron xuong dén phan xwong
mu. Mang treo rudt, da con, hai buéng tritng va tryc trang déu bi lay di. Co
rat nhiéu vét cat & ca phia trwdc va phia sau 6 bung. Trén bap dui trai cé
mot vét 10m 16n hinh tam giac, chi lat xac nan nhan lén cho t6i di.”

Bat ngd canh ctra phia ngoai mé va c6 tiéng goi vong vao: “Thwa thugng
uy!” Toi mé mat va thdy Millard ditng 1én trong khi bac sy va c6 y ta dang
1at phan trén xac nan nhan nam Up xudng. Bac sy lac phan mat ca va day
chan nan nhan hoi giang ra. “Ca hai chan déu bi gay & dau goi. C6 vét seo
dang an da non va vét 16 mo do roi quat & phan trén luwng sau va vai. Cé vét
day tréi ¢ ca hai mat ca. Chi dwa bang va gac cho t6i di.”

Millard quay lai dwa cho Sears mot mau gidy. Cau ta vira doc vira huych
tay ra hiéu cho Lee. Bac sy va c6 y ta lat Gp phan than thé bén dudi va kéo
hai chan nan nhan réng ra. Bung t6i bat dau thay coén cao; Lee néi: “C6 cai
dé choi day r6i.” Cau ta nhin t0 gidy danh may trong khi 6ng bac sy van
deéu déu gidng giai vé viéc khong c6 dau hiéu am dao bi tray xuwdc cling nhw
tinh dich bén trong. Giong néi lanh lung cta 6ng ta khién toi titc gian; toi
chop to gidy trén va doc: “Russ - c6 ta tén la Elizabeth Ann Short, sinh
ngay 29/07/1924, Medford, bang Massachusettes. Pa xac dinh dugc dau
van tay - c6 ta da tirng bi bat & Santa Monica nam 1943. Pang diéu tra vé
tiéu sir. Bdo cdo vé tru s& cung vGi két qua kham nghiém. Goi dién théng
bao cho tt ca cac sy quan dang & ngoai dia ban. - J.T.”

Béac sy néi tiép: “Do6 la két qua kham nghiém ban dau. Két qua cu thé sé
co sau, ti cling sé tién hanh cac xét nghiém chét doc.” Ong ta kéo khan
phti ca hai phan than thé ctia Elizabeth Ann Short va hoi: “Co6 ai héi gi nita
khong?” Co y ta di ra phia ctta mang theo ban ghi chép cua minh.

Millard néi: “Anh cé thé néi van tat lai cho chiing t6i nghe dwgc khong?”
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“Con phdi cho két qua xét nghiém mdai khang dinh dwgc. Nhung & thoi
diém hién tai c6 thé khang dinh: C6 ay khong cé mang, khong bi hiép dam,
nhung c6 quan hé tinh duc khoang mot tuan tredc. Co thé cling bi danh nhe
khodng mot tuan tredc, nhung vét chdm & lwng sau cii so vGi vét cat ¢ phia
tredc. D6 1a nhitng gi t6i nghi. Cé thé c6 dy bi tréi va bi tra tan bang dao
trong khodng 36 dén 48 gio tredc. Chan bi danh gay bang vat gi dé tron va
mém giong nhu gdy choi bong chay trong khi con song. Cé thé c6 ay bi
danh chét bang gay bong chay hodc ciling c6 thé do mau chdy qua nhiéu twr
vét thwong ¢ miéng. Sau khi chét, hung tha cat déi xac c6 ay bang dao ban
thit hodc vat gi dé giong nhu thé, ndi tang bi 14y di bang dao nhip. Sau do6
han rat hét mau trong ngwdi c6 ay va rira sach co thé, cé thé la trong bon
tam. Ching t6i da 1dy vai mau mau trong than, trong vai ngay t6i ching toi
sé két luan xem trong co thé c6 dy c6 chat kich thich hodc rwgu hay
khong.”

Lee lén tiéng: “Thwa bac sy, liéu tén giét ngwdi nay c6 hiéu biét gi vé y
hoc hay ky thuat mo xé khong? Tai sao han lai 14y ndi tang cua co dy di?”

Béac sy nhin diéu xi ga tram ngam: “Nhitng b phan & phan trén co thé
han c6 thé dé dang lay ra con nhitng bé phan & phan duwdi han dung dao,
dwong nhw nhitng thit dé lam han quan tdm. Coé thé han c6 biét doi chat vé
y hoc, thu y, nho6i thd hodc it nhat ciing la kién thitc vé sinh hoc, hoac tham
chi c6 thé han da ting theo hoc khoa hoc vé sinh ly trong hé thong cac
trrong cta thanh phd Los Angeles nay hay khoa hoc vé mo xé danh cho
nhitng nguwdi méi bat dau do toi té chitc & UCLAEL Cac anh hoi thi téi mai
néi nhitng diéu ma cac anh can nhé ro: Co ay chét trwdc khi cac anh tim
thay xac khodng sau dén tam gio va co6 ay bi giét @ mot noi nao do vang vé
c6 nuwdc chdy. Anh Harry, da biét tén caa c6 ay chwa?”

Sears c6 gang tra 10i nhung cau ta 1am bam khong thanh tiéng. Millard
dat tay 1én vai cdu ta va noi. “Tén c6 ay la Elizabeth Short.”

Béc sy lam dong tac cau Chua véi diéu xi ga trén tay. “Chida phu ho cho
co, Elizabeth. Russell, khi tom c6 duwgc tén khon nan nay, anh nhé da cho
han hai phat vao ha bd va néi v6i han rang d6 la qua tang cua bac sy
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Frederick. Bay gio thi mdi tdt cd moi ngwdi ra khéi day. Mwoi phut nita toi
c6 mot cudc hen vdi ngwoi nhay lau tw t.”

Buwéc ra khéi thang may to6i nghe thay tiéng ctia Ellis Loew quat thao rat
to ngoai hanh lang. “M6 song mot ¢ gdi tré dang yéu nhw vay.” “Thang
tam than cho6 dé.” “Cam hing lam chinh tri ctia t6i chinh la khao khat thay
cong ly dugc thi hanh.” Mé& ctta budc vao phong lam viéc cua Phong diéu
tra &n mang toi thdy Loew dang ditng phat biéu tridc rat nhiéu microé. Anh
ta deo mot canh anh tic biéu twgng cta nhitng ngwoi linh 1€ dwong My trén
ve 4o - chac la mua lai dugc cta tay linh nghién ngdp ngt quén & bai dau
xe Hall of Record® - ga linh ma c6 lan anh ta da kién quyét khéi t6 vi toi di
lang thang.

Toi buwdc qua hoi trwong dén thang phong lam viéc cua Tierney. Lee,
Russ Millard, Harry Sears va hai canh sat da c6 tu6i ma t6i chi biét so qua -
Dick Cavanaugh va Vern Smith - dang ngbéi quanh ban lam viéc cua
Tierney cling xem maot mau giay.

Toi ngwdc nhin qua vai Harry. Ba bitc anh chan dung cua mot nguoi phu
nit da ngam den duwgc dan trén d6 cung vdi ba bitc anh chup can canh
khudn mat ctia nan nhan & khu dat gitta duwong sé 39 va dwong Norton. Cai
miéng cwdi cta co ay lai lam t6i giat minh; dai uy Jack noéi: “Nhitng bitc
anh can cwdc nay do S& canh sat Santa Barbara cung cap. Ho bat co gai
mang tén Short nay thang 9 nam 1943 vi t0i uéng rugu khi chuwra dén tudi va
da gwi trd vé nha me c6 ay @ Massachusettes. S& canh sat Boston da lién lac
v6i ba ta mot gio tredc. Ngay mai ba ta sé bay dén day dé xac nhan danh
tinh ctia nan nhan. Canh sat Boston ciling dang tién hanh diéu tra tiéu st c6
nay, tat ca nhitng ky nghi phép cta ching ta sé bi huy bo. Ai phan nan gi
toi sé bao nguoi dé nhin nhitng bic anh nay. Bac sy Frederick noi gi,
Russ?”
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Millard ké van tat lai nhitng phan doan cda bac sy. “Bi tra tan hai ngay.
Ly do chét cé thé 1a do vét thwong & miéng hodc bi danh vao dau. Khong bi
hiép, ndi tang bi 1dy di. Chét khodng sau dén tdm gid trudc khi xac bi vit
vao khu dat trong. Chuing ta con théng tin gi vé c6 ay nita khong?”

Tierney kiém tra lai may t0 gidy dé trén ban: “Ngoai trir ti€u sit vi pham
phap luat ngay tir do tudi vi thanh nién thi chwa c6 tin gi méi. Gia dinh cé
bon chi em gai, bé me ly di, lam viéc & tram ban hang phuc vu cho trai linh
Camp Cooke trong thoi gian chién tranh thé gi6i thit hai. Ong b hién dang
0 Los Angeles nay. Sau day chung ta sé lam gi?”

To6i 1a ngwdi duy nhat chép mat khi nghe vi sép trwdng héi y kién cap
dudi ctia minh. Millard néi: “To6i muon di diéu tra lai mot 1an nita khu vue
cong vien Leimert v&i nhitng birc anh can cuwdéc nay. To6i, Harry va hai
nguoi nita sé tién hanh. Sau dé t6i sé dén Boi University xem cac bao cado
va tra 10i dien thoai. Loew da cho bao chi xem nhitng bitc anh nay chwa?”

Tierney gat dau. “Xem r6i, Bevo Means con n6i véi t6i rang ong b6 ban
nhitng bwc anh nay cho t0 Thoi bdo va t0 Herald, la nhitng birc anh chan
dung da cii ctia c6 géi. Co dy sé lén trang dau cuia cac to bao ngay trong so
ra budi t6i nay.”

Millard chtri thé: “Pm”, dé la cau chtri bay dau tién ching t6i thay anh ta
ndéi ra. “Roi nguwdi ta sé phdi ra khoi nha ma chao don c6 ay. Ba tham van
ong bo chwa?”

Tierney lac dau va xem lai may to gidy. “Tén ong ta la Cleo Short, &
South Kingsley ma s6 buwu dién 10206, quan Wilshire. Toi da ci mét sy
quan goi dién yéu cau ong ta & nha, chiing ta sé ctt ngwoi dén tham van.
Russ, liéu c6 ta co6 tinh nhan khong?”

“Pa ai cong nhan viéc do chwa?”

“Muoi tam nguoi.”

“Pén sang mai con s6 nay sé tang gdp doi, tham chi sé con nhiéu hon
nita néu Loew lam cho bado chi phan khich v6i giong van hoa my cua
minh.”
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“T6i cho rang t6i da thuyét phuc dwge ho hanh dong va giong noéi cuia toi
hoan toan phu hgp vdi linh vyc toi pham nay.”

Ellis Loew dang ditng ¢ nguong ctra, phia sau la Fritz Vogel va Bill
Koenig. Millard nhin cham cham vao chiéc radio treéc mat. “Qua nhiéu
nguoi biét sé gay kho khan cho cong viéc diéu tra, Ellis a. La canh sat chac
anh biét diéu do.”

Loew dé trng mat nam chat chiéc chia khoa c6 biéu twgng Phi Betta
Kappa trén tay. “T6i la sy quan lién lac gitta bén canh sat va bén dan su co
cap bac han hoi va dugc thanh pho Los Angeles nay lwa chon.”

Millard mim cwoi lanh lung. “Anh chi la nguoi cua bén dan sy thoi, thua
co van.”

Loew gian dit quay sang Tierney. “Pai uy, anh da ct nguoi dén noi
chuyén vdi 6ng b6 nan nhan chwa?”

Dai uy Jack noi: “Chua, anh Ellis a. Nhung sé s6m thoi.”

“Thé con Vogel va Koenig? Ho c6 thé lam dugc nhitng viéc ching ta
can.”

Tierney ngang mat nhin Millard. Vién thugng dy lam déng tac lac dau
ma khéng ai c6 thé nhan ra dugc; dai uy Jack néi: “A, anh Ellis nay, trong
nhitng vu an quan trong thi cong viéc doi hoi phai c6 nhitng con ngudi phu
hop. A, anh Russ, anh nghi nén cit ai di?”

Millard nhin cham chd Cavanaugh va Smith, t6i c6 gang khong biéu hién
gi trong khi Lee ngoi duva vao tuwong ngap. “Bleichert, Blanchard, hai cau
dén tham van 6ng b6 cuia co6 Short. Sdng mai phdi c6 bdo cdo & Doi
University.”

Loew giat tung chiéc chia khoa c6 biéu twgng Phi Betta ra khéi day lam
roi xuong nén nha. Bill Koenig nép sat vao nguwong civa nhat 1én; Loew
quay ngoat di ra. Vogel nhin Millard tritng tritng r6i cling buwdc ra theo.
Harry Sears thd phao noéi: “Anh ta bo mdy tay da den vao phong khi doc=,
va c0 1€ vi thé dau anh ta ciling bi ngat.”

Vern Smith n6i: “Chac chan dam ngwoi do phai nhan t6i.”
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Dick Cavanaugh noi ngay: “V@i Fritzie va Vogel thi ai cling phdi nhan
t0i.”

Russ Millard chtti: “Thang ché chét.”

Ching t6i moi nguwoi di mot xe dén quan Wilshire, hen gdap nhau trudc
ctta nha s6 1020 South Kingsley ltc chap toi. D6 1a chi la can hé nho op ep
nam nép sau ngdi nha 16n mang tén Victoria. Bén trong c6 anh den. Lee
vilra ngap vira noi: “Nguoi tot - ké xau,” va bam chuong.

Mot nguoi dan 6ng gay gio xwong khodang nam muoi tudi buwéc ra va héi
ngay: “Canh sat phai khong?” Téc ong ta mau den, anh mat xanh xao giong
nhu cO con gai trong birc anh chan dung, nhung dé chi la cta nhitng nguoi
cung dong mau con bé ngoai thi Elizabeth Short khac 6ng bé nay mot troi
mot vie: than hinh gay lom nhom trong chiéc quan dai mau nau rong thung
thinh va chiéc 4o 16t ban thiu, n6t ru6éi moc day hai vai 6ng ta, khuén mat
day nhitng vét seo do vét khau dé lai va vét mun tritng ca. Vira chi cho
ching t6i vao trong ong ta vira noi: “Toi co chiing cd ngoai pham vitng
chéac néu cac cau nghi ngo toi la nguwdi gay ra vu do.”

T6i néi: “T6i 1a tham t¥ Bleichert, thwa 6ng Short. Con day la ban dong
nghiép cua t6i, trung uy Blanchard. Ching t6i mu6n chia buén véi 6ng vi
ong da mat c6 con gai.”

Cleo Short déong sam ctra. “Toi da doc bdo, t6i biét cac anh la ai. Cha ai
trong sO hai ngwdi c6 thé tru ndéi mot hiép dau véi Jim Jeffries yéu quy cua
t0i. Va toi cha quan tam dén 16i chia bu6n cua cac anh, do chi la cudc song.
Betty gay ra thi phdi ty ganh chiu hau qua. Khong ai cho khong ai cai gi
trén doi nay. Cac anh c6 mudn nghe chitng cé ngoai pham cta t6i khong?”

T6i ngoi xuodng chiéc sofa da hé hét ca dwong chi may ra va ngam nhin
can phong. Mé tuwdng c6 vai gia sach xép toan cac loai tiéu thuyét ré tién;
trong phong chi c6 mét chiéc ghé treong ky va mot chiéc ghé dwa, ngoai ra
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khong con gi khac. Lee 14y s6 tay ra va néi: “Ong c6 vé néng 1ong muén ké
v@i chung toi. Vay thi noi di.”

Short ng6i phich xuéng chiéc ghé dya di chan trén nén nha nhu con thu
béi dat. “T6i c6 mdt & cho lam cia minh tir lic hai gio chiéu thit Ba ngay
14 dén nam gio chiéu tht Tw ngay 15. 27 tiéng lién tuc. T6i lam nghé sira
chira ta lanh, 1a thg giéi nhat & khu phia Tay nay. T6i lam viéc cho cong ty
thiét bi gia dung Frost King s6 4831, & phia Nam Berendo. Ong chii cong
ty 1la Mike Mazmanian. Néu cac anh goi dién 6ng dy sé chitng minh sy
ngoai pham cho t6i con manh mé hon ca tiéng n6 ngo. R4t chat ché kin ké.”

Lee ngap dai va ghi chép lai; Cleo Short khoanh tay trwéc bé nguc gay
com ctia minh c6 ¥ thach thitc chiing t6i. Ti 1én tiéng: “Ong gip con gai
ong lan cudi cung la khi nao, thwa 6ng Short?”

“Betty bo nha di ti* dau nam 1943 6m mdng lam giau. T6i khong gap né
ké tir khi t6i bo mu cho chét cta t6i & Charlestown, bang Massachusettes
vao ngay 1 thang 3 nam 1930 va khong bao gio quay lai. Nhung Betty co
gtri thu cho to6i no6i rang né can c6 mét noi & tam, vi vay toi...”

Lee cit ngang: “Dep cau chuyén ly ky d6 cta ong di. Ong gip co 4y lan
cudi cung la khi nao?”

Tbi chen vao: “Binh tinh nao ban. Ong ay dang hop tac vé6i ching ta day.
Tiép tuc di ong Short.”

Cleo lai ngad minh ra ghé, mat nhin Lee tritng tritng. “Truwéc khi phép lich
s & day dugc lap lai, toi phai ndi véi cau rang t6i co tién riéng ctia minh va
bao Betty dén &, toi s€ trd cho n6 nam d6 la mot tuan néu no gitr nha cra
sach sé. D6 1a khoan tra cong khong dén noi té. Nhung Betty lai 6m mong
16n hon. N6 khong biét trong coi nha ctta nén t6i tong khit n6 di ngay mong
2 thang 6 nam 1943 va tr d6 dén nay t6i khong gap lai né.”

Tbi ghi chép lai nhitng thong tin can thiét va hoéi: “Ong c6 biét c6 dy &
Los Angeles gan day khong?”

Cleo khong nhin cham cham Lee nita ma quay sang nhin t6i. “Khong.”

“C0 dy co6 ké thu nao ma 6ng biét khong?”
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“Ké thu la ban than né.”

Lee khong chiu ndi nita: “Cha cé gi hay ho c4, khi gi6.”

Toi thi tham: “Ci dé cho ong ay noéi,” sau dé quat to, “Khi roi khéi day
vao thang 6 nam 1943, Elizabeth da di dau?”

Short chi mot ngén tay vé phia Lee. “Cau néi vGi cau ban chét dap cua
cau rang cau ta goi toi la thang khi gi6 thi toi sé goi cau ta la thang chét
tiét! N6i vGi cau ta thai do khong ton trong sé la con dao hai Iwdi ddy. Néi
v6i cdu ta toi chinh la nguwdi stta chiéc Maytag™ 821 cho sép Horrall cta
cac cau va t6i chi muén chitng minh rang chitng cé ngoai pham cua t6i la
rat chat ché!”

Lee budc vao nha tam va toi thdy ciu ta nu6t ca voc thudc. Toi co lay
giong that diém tinh: “Ong Short, Elizabeth di di dau vao thang 6 nim
1943?”

“Thang chét tiét d6 cham tay vao ngudi toi, sau nay t6i sé la ngudi stra
chiéc Wagon® ctia n6.”

“Chac chan roi. Nhung ong c6 thé...”

“Betty dén Santa Barbara lam viéc & tram ban hang phuc vu trai linh
Camp Cooke. Thang 7 nam dé n6 c6 gii cho t6i mot tdm buwu thi€p noi
rang c6 tay linh nao dé da danh dap né da man. D6 la nhitng 16i cudi cung
toi nghe dugc tir nd.”

“Tdm buu thiép c6 nhac dén tén ngudi linh kia khong?”

“Khong.”

“Co6 nhac dén tén nguwdi ban nao cta co6 ay & trai linh Camp Cooke
khong?”

“Khong.”

“C0 dy c6 nguoi ban trai nao khong?”

“A ha!”

To6i dat but xudng. “Tai sao ong lai cuwdi?”
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Ong ta cudi rat to khién t6i nghi 16ng nguc cia éng ta c6 thé né tung bat
ct? lic nao. Lee budc ra khéi nha tam; t6i ra hiéu cho cau ta ngudi bt con
gian. Cau ta gat dau va ngo6i xuong canh t6i; ca hai ching t6i chd cho Short
cwoi xong. Khi thiy trang cwdi ctia ong ta diu bdt téi néi: “Cho ching t6i
biét vé Betty va nhitng ngudi ban trai ctia ¢6 ay di.”

Short van cwdi ruc rich. “N6 thich ngwoi ta, ngwoi ta thich né. Betty
thich s6 lwgng hon la chat lwgng va t6i khong nghi la n6 t6t dep dén ndi co
thé tir choi bat ¢ ai, khong giong nhw me no.”

“Cu thé di,” t6i néi, “Chang han nhw tén cta ho, ngay thang nam sinh,
ngoai hinh.”

“Cau doi hoi qua cao day. Bén Einstein ciing khong thé nhd hét duwgc tén
nhitng thang ban trai ctia 6ng ta, trong khi dé t6i lai khong phai la
Einstein.”

“Chi can ké tén nhitng ngudi ma 6ng nhg.”

Short ngodc tay vao day lung va cya quay nguoi trong chiéc ghé giong
tw thé cua ké to ra oai phong dém doi. “Betty thich dan ong, thich linh dén
phat dién. N6 chay theo bon khiéu vii & cac khach san va bat ct thang nao
mac sac phuc. Khi dwgc giao trong coi nha ctra cho t6i thi n6 lai bé ra dai
16 Hollywood ra ré bon linh di uéng rwgu. Khi né con & ddy, can nha nay
trong giong nhw mot chi nhanh cta t6 chitc vii trang My.”

Lee néi: “Y 6ng néi con gai 6ng 1a loai dan ba di thda phai khong?”

Short so vai: “T6i c6 dén nam difa con gai. Mot dita hu héong cung cha
thdm vao dau.”

Con gian dit cia Lee nhv mudn tran ra ngoai. T6i dat mot ban tay 1én
canh tay ngan cau ta lai va cdm giac nhuw mau cau ta dang suc s6i. “Tén bon
do la gi, ong Short?”

“Tom, Dick, Harry. Bon du c6n d6 cha them dé y dén Cleo Short nay ma
chi cham cham chu6n di cung v&i Betty. Thuc té ding la nhw thé. N6 lan
mo di kiém nhitng gi linh ngoai hinh khong dén no6i nao thi c6 gi la sai
dau.”
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T6i 14t sang trang md@i trong cudn so6 tay. “Thé con cong viéc? Betty c6
lam viéc gi trong thoi gian ¢ day khong?”

Ldo gia quat to: “Betty lam viéc cho t6i! N6 néi né6 mudn doéng phim
nhung dé 1a sy doi trd! Tat ca nhitng gi né mudn lam do la lang thang trén
cac dai 16 v6i bo do den thoi tha va san dudi dan 6ng! N6 lam héng ca bon
tam cua t6i khi gidt do den trong d6 va chuon triede ca khi toi kip trir lwong
thang ctia n6. Lang vang trén dwong nhw con nhén cai den goa chong thi
lam sao tranh khoi bi nguwrai ta hanh ha! D6 1a 16i ctia me né chit khong phai
16i cua t6i! D6 la 16i ctia mu Ailen ché dé kia! Khong phai 16i cda t6i!”

Lee buc tirc duwa tay gat manh Ién ¢6 va ching toi cung budc ra dwong dé
mac Cleo Short gao thét véi bon bitc twong. Lee néi: “Lay Chua, thang chét
tiét.” Toi thd dai. “U,” néu theo 15i cia Short thi c6 18 chiing t6i phai nghi
ngo toan bo lyc lwgng vii trang My.

Toi thoc tay vao tudi 16i ra mot dong xu. “Theo cau chiing ta phai viét bao
cao twong thuat thé nao?”

Lee noéi: “Cau lam di nhé. Té¢ mudn ghé qua cho nha thué caa tén Nash
kia xem c6 bién s6 xe nao md&i xuat hién khong.”

“Va c6 gang nga mot chat.”

“Td sé ngu.”

“Khong, cau sé khong ngu dau.”

“Khi gi6 chét tiét. Cau ghé qua nha xem Kay thé nao nhé? Co 4y dang lo
lang vé t& va té khéng mudn c6 ay phéi ¢ nha mot minh.”

T6i nghi dén nhitng gi t6i da noi t6i hom qua & cho tim thay xac chét -
diéu ma cd ba ching t6i déu biét nhung khong bao gid nhac dén va chi co
Kay m@i c6 du can ddm don nhan. “Yén tam di, Lee.”
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Van nhv thuong 1€, Kay ngéi mét minh doc sach trong phong khach. Co
ay khong ngang 1én khi t6i budc vao ma chi lwdi biéng nha mdt vong tron
khoi thuéce va néi: “Chao anh Dwight.”

T6i kéo ghé ngoi doi dién vdi Kay. “Lam sao em biét do la anh?”

Kay khoanh tron danh dau ché dang doc dé. “Lee thuwdng lao vao nha rat
nhanh con anh thi than trong hon.”

T6i cwoi: “D6 la nét dac trung cia bon anh nhung cling chwa da dé biét
chinh xac do la ai.”

Kay dap thuoc va dat cuon sach xuéng ban. “Nghe giong anh c6 vé lo
lang.”

Toi néi: “Lee dang bi cu6n theo vu c6 géi kia. Cau ay lam bon anh phai
lao vao cong viéc diéu tra ma bé qua tén toi pham can wu tién tom co. Lee
udng Benzedrine va c6 vé da hoi khac thuong. Cau ay da noi véi em veé co
ay chuwa?”

Kay gat dau: “Moat chut thoi.”

“Em da doc bao chwa?”

“Em c6 y khong doc.”

“Vu d6 da trd thanh dé tai néng thit hai sau vu bom nguyén tir. Hang
tram ngwoi bon anh dwgc huy dong tham gia, Ellis Loew c6 biéu hién dang
lgi dung vu nay truc lgi ca nhan trong khi Lee thi lai tr¢ thanh chang
ngoc...”

Kay mim cudi cat ngang cha dé t6i dang néi. “Va ca hai anh déu xuat
hién trén trang dau cac so bao ra ngay thit Hai nhuwng khong phai 1a tin t6t.
Céac anh muon theo dudi vu an tén cwdp kia dé lai dwgc xudt hién trén trang
dau.”

“Pung, nhwng do chi la mot phan thoi.”

“Em biét. Va khi dugc 1én trang dau thi cac anh lai 1an tranh khng muon
doc nhitng to bao do.”
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T6i thd dai. “Lay Chda! Anh khong mudn em té ra khon ngoan hon anh
dau.”
“Con em thi khéng mudn anh qué than trong va phic tap nhw vay. Anh

Dwight, chuyén gi sap xdy ra vGi ching ta?”

“Y em hai 1a ba chiing ta?”

“Khong, chung ta noi chung.”

T6i nhin quanh can phong. Tat ca déu la nhitng thit d6 bang go, bang da
va ma crom. Chiéc ti bang go gu c6 guwong phia trude treo day cac loai ao
bang len casomia théu hoa van hinh cau véng ctia Kay. Con chu nhan cta
né - nguwoi dan ba xuat than tr South Dakota tirng bi coi la thit d6 bo di
duwgc tinh yéu cia mét canh sat vuc day thi lai dang ngo6i ngay tredc mat
t0i, va lan dau tién t6i néi ding nhitng gi dang nghi trong dau. “Em sé
khong bao gid rdi xa cdu ay, khong bao gio rdi xa noi nay. Nhung néu em
lam nhw vay va néu tinh ban cta bon anh khong con, thi ching ta ciing van
con co hoi gap lai nhau. Em sé khong bao gio chiu tir bo hoan toan.”

Kay cham diéu thudc khac, pha ra mot lan khéi day va néi : “Anh biét
nhitng gi anh ay da lam cho em?”

“Va ca cho anh ntra.”

Kay nga dau ra sau nhin tran nha lam bang vita stuco gia mau go gu. Vira
thoi nhitng vong khoi thuéc vao khong khi, Kay vira néi: “Em da mé anh
theo kiéu rat tré con. Bobby De Witt thuwdng 16i em di xem cac tran dau
quyén anh. Em mang theo gia vé vi n6 sé lam em cam thay khong giong
dam dan ba ghé tdm kia ninh hét nhitng nguwdi dan 6ng cta ho bang cach
gia vo thich ho. Nguoi thyc s em thich la anh. Cach anh gay cudi voi ham
rang cia minh, cach anh phong tht dé khong bi dinh don. Thé r6i anh gia
nhap luc lwgng canh sat va Lee da ké véi em cach anh néi vé nhitng ngwoi
ban Nhat Ban cia anh. Em khong ghét anh vi diéu do, né chi lam em cam
thdy d6 mdi la con nguwdi thyc ctia anh. Anh la ngwdi hung trong cudn
truyén cta em. Chi c6 nhitng cau chuyén méi la sy thwe véi nhitng tinh tiét
khac nhau. Thé r6i tran dau dién ra, va mac du em khong hé muén xem em
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van noéi v@i Lee la em sé dén béi vi dwong nhi em da cam nhan dugce diéu
gi do gitta ba chung ta.”

T6i nghi dén rat nhiéu chuyén mudn néi, tat cd déu la nhitng suy nghi
that, va chi la nhitng sy that lién quan dén hai ching t6i. Nhung t6i van
khong thé gat bé dugce Lee. “Anh khéng muon em lo lang vé Bobby De
Witt. Khi han ra tu anh sé c6 rat nhiéu viéc bat han phai lam. Han sé khong
dam dén gan em hay Lee.”

Kay quay xudng nhin to6i véi anh mat rat la va buén. “Em khong con lo
lang vé Bobby nita roi, Lee c6 thé xit Iy dugc han.”

“Anh nghi han rat sg Lee.”

“Pung. Nhung vi han biét qua nhiéu vé em va Lee nén Lee s¢ han sé noi
hét cho moi nguwoi biét mac du khong phai ai cling quan tdm dén chuyén
nay.”

“Anh quan tdm. Va néu anh c6 du viéc cho han lam thi han sé khéng con
nhiéu thoi gian ma no6i chuyén dau.”

Kay dung day. “Anh qua la nguoi co trai tim do lwgng. Bay gio em phai
di ngu day. Chuc anh ngu ngon, Dwight.”

Khi nghe thay tiéng ban t tdu ctia Schubert vong ra tir phong ngu cua
Kay, t6i 14y gidy but va bat dau viét bao cdo vé ong bé ctia Elizabeth Short.
To6i cling khong quén dé cap dén chitng cd ngoai pham “chat ché” cta 6ng
ta cling nhu viéc ong ta thué cé con gai nhu thé nao nam 1943, nhitng tran
don c6 ta phai ganh chiu khi con lam cho trai linh Camp Cooke, va chuyén
co ta di lai v&i khong biét bao nhiéu ngwoi dan 6ng. Thém that vao ban bao
cao vdi nhitng chi tiét khong can thiét khién t6i khéng con nghi dén Kay
nita, va khi lam xong to6i tw phuc vu minh hai chiéc sandwich ctung véi ly
sita va nam luon trén ghé ngu.

T6i mo thay nhitng bitc anh chan dung ctia bon t6i pham ma t6i tom gan
day, Ellis Loew, ngwoi dai dién cho luat phap lai bi danh mot ddu nhan cua
bon pham trong t0i trén ngwc. Ca canh Betty Short di cung v&i anh ta bang
xe cua canh sat véi khuon mat lanh ldan nhung t6i chi nhin dugc goc
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nghiéng. Thé roi tat ca cac khuoén mat déu tan bién trong cac mau bao cao
ctia S& canh sat Los Angeles khi t6i c thé tia dén va tdi thi c6 gang dién
that nhanh thong tin vé nhitng noi ma Nash da tirng dén vao cac cho trong.
To6i thitc day va cdm thay dau dau mac du t6i biét ngay mdi sé 1a mot ngay
rat dai doi véi toi.

Troi da sang. T6i di ra cita cam to Herald budi sang va thay ngay dong
tit “Truy tim thu pham vu giét ngudi dd man,” bitc anh chan dung cta
Elizabeth Short nam ngay bén dwéi duwgc chu thich la “Thuoc duoc den,”
di lién véi dong chir: “H6ém nay cdnh sdt sé diéu tra vé tinh yéu va cudc doi
cua c6 Elizabeth Short, 22 tubi, nan nhan cta vu giét nguoi dd man, nguoi
ma, theo loi ctia ban bé c6, nhitng cdu chuyén don thoi da bién co tr mot
c6 gdi tho ngdy trong trdng thanh con nguoi xdu xa, mé mét dan 6ng voi
biét danh la Thuoc dvgc den.”

T6i cAm nhan thady Kay da di ra va dang dirng bén canh t6i. Co chop td
bao doc lwét noi dung trang dau va thoang rung minh. Pwa lai t& bao cho
toi Kay hdi: “Roi tat ca nhitng chuyén nay sé qua sém chit?” T6i lat sang
cac trang tiép theo. Elizabeth Short chiém tron sau trang bdo, tat ca déu in
hinh c6 ta mac chiéc vay dai b6 mau den rit 6ng eo 1a loi. “Khong,” Toi
noi.
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Chuong 9

Phong vién vay kin khu nha tru sé cua Doi University. Bai dau xe chat
nich, 1é duong day cac xe dién dai, vi vay t6i phdi lach xe dau canh mét xe
khac nhét to thong bdo “Xe ctia canh sat” xuéng dwdi can gat nwdc va chen
qua dam dong buwéc vao, c6 y cii dau dé khéng ai nhan ra minh. Nhung
cling khong thé gidu dugc; téi nghe co tiéng “Bucky!” va “Bleichert” goi
t0i va ngay lap titc hang loat canh tay tim lay t6i. Tti 4o t0i bi xé rach toac
va t6i budc phai x6 dam phong vién kia ra dé budc vao.

Ctra vao cling day cac canh sat mac sac phuc xanh canh gac. Canh ctra di
sang phong hop 6n ao cta Poi dang md. Chan twong phong hop van con
cac giwvong nhé dé ngu tam; t6i thdy Lee dang nam trén mot trong nhitng
chiéc giwvong do, duwédi chan cau ta day cac loai bao, chuong dién thoai reo
am T xung quanh va con dau dau cta toi lai xuat hién, lan nay di* d6i hon.
Ellis Loew dang dan thong bao 1én bang tin; t6i vo rat manh vao vai anh ta.

Loew quay lai va toi néi: “T6i mudn duwgc rat khéi vi tri nay. Téi la sy
quan diéu tra chit khong thudc bién ché cia Phong trong an va toi cling c6
nhitng tén t0i pham can wu tién diéu tra cia minh. T6i muén dwgc rut lui,
ngay bay gio.”

Loew rit Ién: “Khong dugce. Cau lam viéc cho t6i va t6i muon ciu tham
gia vu co Short nay. Chi c6 vay, khong thay do6i gi ca. Va t6i cling khéng
thé chiu dung thém dugc sy thay doi bat thwong cua cau. Cau hiéu chwa?”

“Ellis, khi gi6.”

“Cau can c6 dang ten ¢ c6 4o m&i c6 thé goi toi nhw vay dugce Bleichert
a. Nhung bay gio thi chi c6 Ngai Loew nay dugc quyén nhw vay théi. Di
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doc bao cao cua Millard ngay di.”

T6i lao xudéng phia cudi phong. Russ Millard dang nga gat trén ghé lam
viéc, hai chan gac 1én ban. Tam bang trén twong treo bon td gidy danh may.
T6i doc:

Bdo cdo tom tat thir nhdt

187P.C., Nan nhan: Short Elizabeth Ann, nit. Ngay sinh 29/07/1924.

Bado cao ngay 17/01/194 7 Iuc 06.00.

Kinh thua quy vi

Bdy la bdo cdo tém tdt thir nhat vé E. Short, ngay tim thdy xdc chét,
15/01/1947 & goc duwong s6 39 va duong Norton, khu cong vién Leimert.

1. Bén thoi diém hién tai da cé 33 cudc dién thogi tr mdy ban va bot
dién thoai tra tién trudc goi dén nhan da gay ra vu dé. Tat nhién nhirng
nguoi tw nhdn nhung vo toi da duoc tha, con nhitng nguoi chua diéu tra roé
duoc van dang bi giam giir & nha giam cua thanh phé cho chitng xdc minh
chitng c& ngoai pham. Nhitng tén cé6 thdi do bdt thwong dang duoc bdc sy
De River cung vdi tham ti Div thadm van. Chua cé gi chdc chan.

2. Két qud khdm nghiém ti¢ thi buéc dau cho thdy: nan nhdn chét do mat
qud nhiéu mdu vi vét thuong bi rach & miéng. Khéng cé con hodc chdt ma
tuy trong mdu vao thoi gian bj giét (Chi tiét xem h6 so vu dn s6 14-187-47).

3. S0 cdnh sdt Boston dang diéu tra vé tiéu sit E. Short, gia dinh, ban
trai cli va nhitng noi c6 da cé mdt vao thoi diém bi giét. Cha (C. Short) cé
chitng cé ngoai pham chdc chdn - 6ng ta dugc logi bo khéi danh sdch nghi
ngo.

4. Chi huy trgi linh Camp Cooke dang kiém tra bdo cdo vé viéc danh ddp
E. Short cua vién linh dd lam viéc ¢ tram ban hang vao thang 9/1943 E.
Short bi bat thdng 9/1943 vi t6i ubng rwou trudc tudi. Chi huy & do ndi
hién tai nhitng nguoi linh ma cé dy c6 quan hé déu dang & nuéc ngoai, Vi
vay ho ciing dugc logi bo khoi danh sdach nghi ngo.
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5. Tat ca cdc ong cong va mdng thodt nudc trén toan thanh phé dang
duoc kiém tra dé tim quan do ngn nhdn. Tat cd cdc logi quan do cua phu
ni? tim thdy sé dugc phdn tich & Phong ky thudt hinh sy. (Chi tiét xem bdo
cao cua Phong ky thudt hinh su.)

6. Bdo cdo thdm vdn trén dia ban toan thanh phé tir 12/01/1947 dén
15/01/1947. Doc va so sdnh doi chiéu. Sv viéc: Mét phu nir goi dién ndi co
nghe thdy tiéng “hét la” ¢ khu vuc H. W. Hills vao cdc dém 13/01 va 14/01.
Két qud xdc minh: Chi la ddm nhdu nhet gdy tiéng on. Y kién cta cdc sy
quan diéu tra ngoai dia ban: Bo qua su’ viéc nay.

7. Ttr cdc cudc dién thoai da dugc kiém tra xdc minh: Thdng 12/1946, E.
Short séng ¢ San Diego vdi gia dinh ba Eleva French. Nan nhdn gdp con
gdi ba Erench, co6 Dorothy tai mét rap chiéu phim noi Dorothy lam viéc va
noi (chva xdac minh) rdng nan nhdn dang bi chéng ruéng bé. Gia dinh cho
E. Short & nho va nan nhan ké nhitng chuyén trdi nguoc nhau: cé ta la géa
phu ctia mét thiéu ta khong quan; cé bau vdi mét phi cong cua bén hdi
qudn; dinh hén véi mét phi cong khdc cua luc quan. Nan nhan co rat nhiéu
cdc cudc hen ho vdi ban trai trong thoi gian séng ¢ gia dinh nha French.
(Chi tiét xem cdc cudc phong vian s6 14-187-47.)

8. E. Short roi khoi gia dinh nha French vao ngay 09/01/1947 dé chay
theo mét nguoi dan ong tén la “Red” (Miéu td: Dan 6ng, dén tr mién Tay,
khodng 25-30 tubi, cao, “dep trai”, ndng 170-180 pound, toc dé, mat
xanh). “Red” tw nhdn la nguoi bdn hang. Di chiéc Sedan hiéu Dodge cé
biéu twgng cta céng vién Huntington. Xdc minh phuong tién cho thdy ddng
ky thudc vé “Red”.

9. Thong tin dd xdc minh: Val Gordon (ni¥) & Riverside, bang California
goi dién dén ndi la em gdi cua thiéu td phi cong dd chét tén la Matt
Gordon. Val Gordon néi E. Short da viét thv cho c6 dy va bé me cé dy vao
mua thu nam 1946, ngay sau khi thiéu td Gordon bj chét trong mét tai nan
mdy bay. Nan nhdn néi déi la vg chua cudi cia Gordon va doi tién. B6 me
va c6 Gordon tir choi.
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10. Hanh ly cta E. Short dugc tim thd@y & van phong duong sat téc hanh
trong thanh phé Los Angeles. Nhdn vién duong sdt noi nhin thdy tén va dnh
cua nan nhan trén bdo va cho biét hanh ly ctia nan nhdn & dé tir cudi thdng
11/1946. Hanh ly da duoc kiém tra. Ca thdy 100 birc thu tinh giti cho rat
nhiéu ban trai (chu yéu la nhitng nguoi thudc luc lwong vii trang) va cé vai
thw (rdt it) gui lai cho nagn nhdn. Rat nhiéu dnh E. Short chup véi cdc qudn
nhan. Cdc la thv dang dugc doc, tén va miéu td ngogi hinh cua nhitng
nguoi dan 6ng dang dugc so sdnh doi chiéu.

11. Pién thoai goi dén da dugc xdc minh: Cuwu trung td khéng qudn J.G.
Fickling goi bdng dién thogi di dong dén tw Atlanta khi thdy tén va dnh E.
Short xudt hién trén bdo. Fickling ndi: anh ta va nan nhdn cé “chuyén lién
quan nhé” véi nhau & Boston vao cudi ndm 1943, “c6 ta co khodng 10 cdu
ban trai khac cung mot luc”. Fickling co chirng co ngoai pham dad dugc
kiém chitng. Logi b6 khéi danh sdch nghi ngo, chuwa tirng dinh hén voi E.
Short.

12. Rdt nhiéu nguoi goi dién cho cdc don vi thuéc S6 cdnh sdt Los
Angeles va Vdn phong cdnh sat trvong duva ra goi y. Nhitng cudc goi khong
binh thuwong da duogc loai bd, cdc cubc khdc duoc chuyén lén Phong diéu
tra dn mang. Tat ca goi y déu dang dugc xem xét.

13. Théng tin vé dia chi da kiém tra: E. Short song ¢ nhitng dia chi sau
trong ndm 1946. (Tén di lién vdi dia chi la tén nguoi goi hodc nhitng nguoi
dan & cung dia chi dad dugc kiém tra. Tat cd cdc truwong hop ngogi tri
truong hop cua Linda Martin déu duoc kiém tra théng tin qua Cuc qudn ly
0tdb, motb). S6 13-A-1611 Bdac Orange Dr., Hollywood. (Harold Costa,
Donald Leyes, Marjorie Graham) 6024 dai 10 Carlos, Hollywood. 1842
Bdc Cherokee, Hollywood (Linda Martin, Sheryl Saddon) 53 Linden, Lotig
Beach.

14. Két quad kiém tra cdc khu dat trong & khu vuc céng vién Leimert:
Khéng cé qudn do phu nir, rdt nhiéu logi dao I6n nho dugc tim thdy nhung
tat cda déu rat cun, khong thé lam vii khi giét nguwoi. Khéng tim thdy vét
mdu.
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15. Két qua diéu tra trong khu vuc céng vién Leimert (v&i bitc anh chdn
dung cua E. Short): khéng cé gi (kh6ng ai nhin thay).

Két lu@n: T6i cho rdng nén tdp trung hwdng diéu tra vao nhitng doéi
tuong co quen biét E. Short, ddc biét la nhitng doi tuong la ban trai cua
nan nhdn. Trung uy Sears va toi sé dén San Diego dé thdm vdn nhitng
nguoi lién quan dad xdc dinh duoc. Thong bdo cho toan bo luc luong cdc
théng tin vé “Red” va thdm vdn nhitng nguoi lién quan da xdc dinh duoc &
Los Angeles, chting ta sé rut ra dugc théng tin can thiét.

Russell A. Millard

S6 hiéu 493 Phong diéu tra dn mang

T6i quay lai va thdy Millard dang nhin minh. Millard 1én tiéng: “Cau
nghi sao?”

To6i chi chiéc thi 4o rach toac cia minh hoi. “Liéu c6 ta c6 xitng dang
phai duwogc wu tién diéu tra nhw vay khong, thwa thugng ty?”

Millard mim cwdi va toi nhan ra rang bo quan 4o nhau va bd rau may
ngay chua cao kia khong thé lam nhut khi phach cuia anh ta. “T6i nghi vay
va ban cua cau cling nghi vay.”

“Lee dang phai dudi bat mot thang ba bi thwa thuong ay.”

“Cau c6 thé goi toi la Russ, cau biét thé ma.”

“Vang, thua anh Russ.”

“Cau va Blanchard da khai thac dugc gi tiv 6ng b?”

To6i dwa cho Millard ban bao cdo ctia minh. “Khéng cé gi cu thé ca. Chi
la nhitng thong tin khang dinh thém cudc séng lang thang ctia nan nhan. Tai
sao lai goi c0 nang nay la Thugc dugc den?”

Millard vo tay xuong thanh ghé: “Ching ta phai cam on Bevo Means vi
diéu nay. Cau ta da phdi mo dén tan Long Beach dé noi chuyén v6i nhan
vién lé tan & khach san ma c6 gai da & mua hé nam ngoai. Nhan vién 1é tan
néi Betty Short lu6n mdc nhitng chiéc vay den bé sat ngudi. Bevo nghi dén
bo phim c6 sy tham gia cua Alan Ladd mang tén Thuoc dugc xanh va nghi
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ra y twéng do. Toi nghi biét hiéu dé rat hay, cha thé ma cé biét bao tén ty
goi dién dén nhan tdi vé minh. Pung nhw 161 Harry néi khi cau ay méi chi
nghe xong vai 10i thad toi: ‘Khong ai tong vao mat may thi chinh Hollywood
sé tong vao mat may.” Cau la ngwoi thong minh, Bucky. Cau nghi thé nao?”

“T6i nghi t6i nén quay lai v6i cong viéc diéu tra cia minh. Anh c6 thé
noi chuyén nay vai anh Loew duwgc khong?”

Millard lac dau. “Khéng dwoc. Cau tra 10i cau héi cua toi di.”

T6i cha thém yéu cau hay nai ni gi nita. “Co ta la dita lang cha, di lai v&i
hét nguwdi nay dén ngudi khac ¢ bat ky dau vao bat ky thoi diém nao. Chinh
vi ban chét con ngudi c6 ta nhw vay cho nén t6i nghi that ngé ngan khi
chung ta phai lao vao truy tim tén tha pham kia.”

Millard ding diy vuon vai: “Bay gid cau xudng Doi phu trach
Hollywood gap Bill Koenig va ca hai cau sé dén thim van nhitng nguoi
thué nha & Hollywood theo dia chi trong bao cdo. Can dac biét nhan manh
dén yéu t6 ban trai ctia c6 ta. Can quan ly Koenig that chat va cau phai la
nguoi viét bao cdo vi cau ta cha khac gi tén mu chir ca. Bao cdo tai day cho
toi khi cac cau xong viéc.”

Chitng dau dau cuta toi bay gio bién thanh chitng dau nira dau, to6i tudn
1énh. Nhitng 10i cudi cung t6i nghe thay truedc khi budc xudng dén dwong la
tiéng cwdi cia mot dam canh sat khi doc nhitng birc thw tinh cta Betty
Short.

T6i don Koenig & B6i phu trach Hollywood va cung cau ta dén dia chi &
dai 16 Carlos. Dirng xe trieéc nha s6 6024, t6i n6i: “Cau la sy quan c6 pham
cap, Sarge. Theo cau ching ta phai lam thé nao?”

Koenig hang giong rat to va nu6t luén cad miéng dom. “Fritzie thuong dat
cau hoi nhung hém nay anh dy lai bi 6m nam & nha. Hay la cau hdéi di, t6i
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sé ho trg.” Cau ta vach do khodc cho t6i xem chiéc dui cui trong bao da deo
& cap quan. “Theo cau c6 can dung dén sitc manh khong?”

Toi noi: “Chi noi chuyén thoi,” va budc ra khoi xe.

Mot phu nit da c6 tudi dang ngoi triedc hién nha s6 6024, ng6i nha 3 tang
mau nau 1am theo kiéu vén che c6 bién bio CHO THUE PHONG cim trén
bai c6. Nhin thay t6i di vao ba ta gap cuén Kinh thanh lén tiéng: “Xin 16i
cac cau nhung toi chi cho cac cd gai cd nghé nghiép va nguén géc ro rang
thué phong.”

Toi chia phu hiéu ra va néi: “Chang toi la canh sat thwa ba. Ching toi
dén day dé hoi chuyén vé Betty short.”

Ba ta néi: “T6i thuong goi co dy la Beth,” va ddo mat nhin Koenig dang
ding trén badi co 1én lat gai miii.

T6i noi: “Cau ta dang tim manh moi.”

Ba ta noi to: “Cau ta khong thé tim thay trong cai miii to dén thé kia dau.
Ai giét Beth Short, thwa anh?”

T6i 1y bt va s6 tay ra. “D6 chinh 1a 1y do ching t6i c6 mat & day. Xin
cho biét tén ba la gi?”

“T6i la c6 Loretta Janeway. T6i goi cho canh sat khi nghe nhac dén tén
cua Beth trén radio.”

“Thwa co6 Janeway, Elizabeth Short song & day vao thdoi gian nao?”

“T6i kiém tra lai ngay sau khi nghe ban tin. Beth & phong phia sau trén
tang ba tr 14 thang 9 dén 19 thang 10 nam ngoai.”

“Co ai chi cho c6 ay dén day khéng?”

“Khong. Toi nhé diéu do rat ro vi Beth la c6 gai rat dang yéu. Co ay go
ctra va noi dang trén duong dén Gower thi nhin thay tdm bién thong bao
cta t6i. Co dy noi la mot dién vién c6 tiém nang va can thué can phong vai
gia phai chang dé cho thoi co tod sang. T6i noi téi da nghe noéi dén chuyén
dé mot 1an roi va rang c6 ay da giau giong goc Boston ctia minh rat tot.
Beth chi mim cuwdi va néi vGi thit giong khong thudc vé ving nao ca: ‘Bay
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gio la thoi dai ma tit cA moi nguwdi phdi gitip do nhau’. Sau dé c6 ay noi:
‘Ctt xem t6i sé hanh dong nhw thé nao!” C6 dy rat nong long mudn toi cho
thué can phong mdc du phwong cham cua to6i la khong cho nhitng nguoi co
lién quan dén phim anh thué.”

Toi ghi lai nhitng thong tin can thiét va hoi: “Beth c6 phdi la nguoi thué
nha t6t khong?”

Ba Janeway lac dau: “That khtng khiép, c6 ay lam t6i that vong vi da
thay doi nguyén tac cua chinh minh khi cho nhitng ngudi lién quan dén
phim anh nhw c¢6 ay thué. Lic nao c6 ay cling cham tién thué nha va thuwong
phai cam c6 do trang sitc dé co tién an tiéu, c6 ay con ép toi phdi cho o ay
trd tién thué theo ngay thay vi theo tuan. C6 dy chi muon trd c6 mot do la
mot ngay! T6i song thé nao duwgc néu tat ca nhitng nguwdi thué nha & day
déu lam nhw vay?”

“Beth c6 hoa déng vdi nhitng nguoi thué nha khac khong?”

“Lay Chua, khong. Phong phia sau ¢ tang ba c6 cau thang riéng nén Beth
khong phdi di chung 16i tredc véi nhitng c6 gai khac. Co dy khong bao gio
tham gia nhitng budi uéng ca phé to6i t6 chitc cho cac c6 gai sau khi di lé
nha thd vé vao Cha nhat. C6 ay ciing cha bao gio di 1€ nha thd va tham chi
con noi véi t6i: ‘Con gdai thi thuwong thich néi chuyén phiém khi buén
nhung véi toi thi ct cho tdi mot anh chang nao do6’.”

“Pay la cau hoi quan trong nhat cia t6i thwa ba Janeway. Beth c6 cau
ban trai nao trong thoi gian ¢ day khong?”

Ba ta cam cudn Kinh thanh 1én 6m sat vao ngudi. “Anh s§ quan nay, néu
ho di vao bang 16i ctra tredc gidong nhu cac c6 gai khac thi to6i da nhin thay.
Vi vay chi c¢6 thé noéi rang t6i nghe thdy rat nhiéu tiéng buwédc chan trén cau
thang ctia Beth vao nhitng gio hoan toan khong binh thvong.”

“Beth c6 bao gio nhac dén ké thu hay cau ban trai nao d6 ma c6 ay sg
khong?”

“Khong.”

“Ba gdp c0 dy lan cudi cung la khi nao?”
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“Cuoi thang 10, vao ngay ma co ay chuyén di. C6 ay noi: ‘To6i da tim
dwgc cho & tot hon réi,” bang thit giong California rat chuan.”

“C0 dy c6 noi sé chuyén di dau khong?”

Ba Janeway néi: “Khong,” va nhoai nguoi sang phia toi chi Koenig dang
vira chay vira nhdy cang lén vé cho xe dau, tay 6m diing quan. “Cau nén
day bdo cau ta cach giit vé sinh. Néi that, toi thdy lam nhw vay that kinh
khting.”

T6i néi: “Cam on ba Janeway,” va di ra xe ngoi vao sau vo lang. Koenig
can nhan: “Mu thdi tha do6 néi gi vé t6i?”

“Ba dy noi cau rat dang yéu.”

“Vay sao?”

“Pung the.”

“Ba dy con no6i gi nira?”

“Rang nhitng nguwdi dan 6ng nhw cau cé thé lam ba ay tré lai.”

“That thé a?”

“That. T6i néi vdi ba ay 1a quén cau di vi cau da c6 vg.”

“T6i da cudi vo dau.”

“Toi biét.”

“Vay tai sao cau con néi vdi ba ay nhu thé?”

Toi 1ai xe ra dwong. “Cau c6 mudn ba dy gwi thw tinh cho minh dén co
quan khong?”

“Q, toi hiéu roi. Thé ba ay noéi gi veé Fritzie?”

“Ba dy biét Fritzie sao?”

Koenig nhin t6i nhw nhin nguwdi thiéu nang veé tri tué. “Rat nhiéu ngwoi
néi vé Fritzie sau lung anh ta.”

“Ho noi g1.”

“Ho bao anh ta no6i doi.”

“N6i doi vé chuyén gi?”
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“Nhitng chuyén xau.”

“Cau c6 thé vi du khéng?”

“Chang han nhuv anh ta bj giang mai khi con lam bén Phong quan ly hanh
chinh. Hay viéc anh ta phai nghi lam mot thang dé di diéu tri bénh thay
dau. Hoac la viéc anh ta dwgc 1én vi tri hién tai cling la nho nhitng thanh
tich d6. Nhitng 16i néi doi that xau xa, tham chi con xau xa hon thé nita.”

T6i cam thay lanh budt song lung. Ré vao dwong Cherokee, t6i hoi tiép,
“Chang han nhu...?”

Koenig ghé sét vao tai t6i: “Cau dang khai thac t6i day a? Cau mudn biét
nhitng tat xau dé noi vé Fritzie phai khong?”

“Khong. Chi la to mo théi.”

“To mo c6 thé giét nguwoi ddy. Cau nén nhd diéu do.”

“T6i sé nhd. Ky sat hach 1én trung dy vira qua cta cau thé nao, Bill?”

“T6i khong biét.”

“Sao lai thé?”

“Fritzie lam cho t6i. To6i lai phdi nhdc cau vé tinh t0 mo day nhé,
Bleichert. T6i khong muon ngudi khac néi xau vé ban minh.”

S6 1842, can ho xay bang gach vira xuat hién. T6i dau xe phia truwdc va
lam bam: “Lai phdi hoi chuyén,” va di thang vao hanh lang.

Danh sach nguoi ¢ dan tren twong c6 S. Saddon va tén chin nguoi khac
nhung khoéng cé ai tén la Linda Martin & phong s6 604. T6i di thang may
lén tang sau. Doc hanh lang van phang phat mui can sa va t6i danh liéu gé
ctra. Tiéng chudng vang lén, ctta m@ va mot phu ni* mac quan ao kiéu Ai
Cap rat diém dua xuat hién, tay cam chiéc khan trum dau bang gidy boi. Co
ta hoi. “Anh c6 phai la 14i xe cia hang RKO=! dén khong?”

Toi no6i: “Toi 1a canh sat.” Co ta dong sam ctra ngay tredc mat téi. Toi
nghe c6 tiéng nuwdc xoi trong toilet va mat lat sau co ta xudt hién. To6i buéc
vao phong ma khong can dgi 16i moi. Phong khach kha cao rdo, tran lam
theo kiéu mai vom. Quanh twdng la hang loat giwdng ghép véi nhau. Vali,
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tii xach wiit tran ca ra ctta phong dé d6. Mot chiéc ban trai khan ké chéo
v6&i may chiéc giwvong ngu cha c6 ga dém gi. Trén ban xép day céac loai do
trang sic va guong; nén nha lat go bén dudi chiéc ban day bui phan hong
va phan mat dung dé trang diém.

Co gai hoi ngay: “Cé phai anh dén day vi may chiéc vé phat giao thong
ma t6i chra nop tién khong? Nghe nay, t6i con ba ngay nita cho bo phim
Loi nguyén cua xdc chét dudi mo véi hang RKO, khi nhan dugc tién thu
lao t6i sé chuyén qua séc cho cac anh dwgc khong?”

To6i néi: “T6i dén day vi chuyén cua Elizabeth Short thia c6...”

CO gai thot lén tiéng rén ri rat to nhv dang dong phim. “Tén t6i la
Saddon. Sheryl Saddon. Sang nay to6i c6 noi chuyén v6i mot canh sat, mot
trung uy hay gi dé noéi lap. Anh ta hoi t6i dén hang ngan cau hoi vé Betty
va hang ngan cau ban trai cta c0 ay, va toi cling phai tra 16i anh ta hang
ngan lan rang c6 rat nhiéu cd gai thué phong ¢ day va ho hen ho véi rat
nhiéu ban trai, chu yéu la khach qua dém. T6i da néi v6i anh ta la Betty
song & day tr dau thang 11 dén dau thang 12 va co6 ta cling trd mot do la
mot ngay giong nhw hau hét ching toi va t6i cting khong thé nhé tén nguai
ban trai nao hen ho vGi c6 ay ca. T6i c6 thé di dugc chwa? Nguwdi ctia hang
phim c6 thé dén don toi bat ci lic nao, va toéi can c6 cong viéc nay.”

Sheryl Saddon thé hon hén va mé hoi. T6i chi mot chiéc giwvdong va noi.
“Ng6i xudng va trd 10i cau héi cta té6i néu khoéng tdi sé budc tdi cd vi
nhitng diéu thudc cudn can sa c6 vira xa xudng toilet.”

Co6 nang Nit hoang Cleopatra ngoan ngoan vang 10i va nhin t6i v&i anh
mat c6 thé lam Julius Caesar phai khuat phuc. T6i néi: “Cau hoi dau tién.
Linda Martin c6 song & day khong?”

Sheryl Saddon chop goéi Old Golds trén giwong cham Itra hut. “Toi da tra
10i vién trung sy noi lap kia roi. Betty c6 vai lan nhac dén Linda Martin. Co
ay c6 thué phong cung véi Betty & mot cho khac & dwong De Longpre va
Orange. Va chac anh biét muon bat git ai thi phdi c6 chitng cé6.”
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T6i 1ay bt va so6 tay ra. “Co c6 biét gi vé ké thu ctia Betty khong? Chang
han nhw nhitng 16i de doa c6 ay?”

“Van dé rac roi cia Betty khong phai la ké thu ma la vi co6 ay c6é qua
nhiéu ban. Anh hiéu y t6i khong? Ban theo nghia la ban trai.”

“Qua la co gai co6 duyén. C6 ai trong s6 do de doa c6 ay khong?”

“Theo t6i biét thi khong. Xin anh héi nhanh 1én.”

“Binh tinh nao. Betty da lam gi trong thoi gian ¢ day?”

Sheryl Saddon gat gong cham biém. “Dién vién hai kich. C6 dy khong
lam viéc, cling khong nhu cac c6 gai khac & day. Cong viéc chinh la theo
dan choi bai di an nhau. C6 vai lan c6 ay di dén may ngay, mang tién vé va
néi doi nguon goc ctia n6. Co ay la ké noi dbi c6 hang va chiing tdi khong
bao gio tin cho du mot 10i.”

“Co hay ndi vé nhitng cau chuyén cta c6 dy. Co dy n6i doi thé nao?”

Sheryl dap diéu thu6c va lap titc cham ludn diéu khac. Co6 ta im lang rit
thuéc mot lat va t6i c6 thé nhan thay hitng dién vién ctia c6 ta dang noi 1én
khi tai hién bitc tranh biém hoa vé Betty Short. Cu6i ctng thi c6 ta ciing 1én
tiéng: “Anh biét tit ca vé co6 nang Thwoc duwgce den nay qua bao chi roi phai
khong?”

“Pung.”

“Betty luon mac do den nhw dé quang cao chinh minh véi cac dao dién
phim ngay ca khi c6 ay chuyén tro vdi cac co6 gai khac, nhung viéc nay
khong thuong xuyén lam vi Betty hay ngt dén tan trwa. Nhung cling c6 lic
co ta lai n6i mac do den dé twdng niém 6ng boé ctia minh hay cau ban trai
nao do6 da chét trong chién tranh. Thé r6i ngay ngay hom sau c6 dy lai n6i
b6 minh van con song. Khi di vai ngay va quay vé vdi rat nhiéu tién, co ta
néi vGi nguwoi nay rang ong bac nao dé chét va dé lai tai san thira ké nhung
lai n6i vGi ngudi kia rang c6 ta thang bac & Gardena®?. Co ta néi do6i dén
hang nghin lan rang da két hon véi hang nghin cdc anh hung trong chién
tranh khac nhau. Anh da hinh dung dwgc vé 6 ta chwa?”

Toi ndi: “Rat song dong, chiing ta chuyén sang chu dé khac.”
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“Pugc théi. Ching ta n6i chuyén veé tai chinh quoc té nhé?”

“Veé cac bo phim. Cac c6 dang rat muon di vao linh vic nay la gi?”

Sheryl nhin t6i c6 vé quyén rii. “T6i dang hoat dong trong linh vic nay
r6i. T6i da dong phim Nguoi dan ba Cougar®, Vu tdn cong cta con ma
Gargoyle va Loi ngot ngao sé tro thanh cdy kim ngan.”

“Xin chuc murng co. Betty da bao gio dong phim nao chwa?”

“Co thé. Co6 thé c6 mot lan nhung ciling cé thé khong bai vi Betty la
nguwoi chuyén néi doi.”

“Tiép tuc di.”

“Vao dip Lé ta on, tat ca bon tré & tang sau tu hop an bita t6i dam bac.
Betty ring rinh mang vé tGi hai thung bia. Co6 ta ba hoa da tham gia dong
phim va khoe khoang chiéc kinh ngam r6i ndi rang dao dién cho c6 ta. Rat
nhiéu c6 gai c6 kinh ngdm ma cac nam dién vién ting cho ho nhung loai
ctia cO ta la loai dat tién, c6 day deo va bao nhung. T6i con nhé hom do
Betty nhw bay bong trén chin tang may, néi chuyén huyén thuyén ca dém.”

“C0 ta c6 noi ra tén cta bo phim dé khong?”

Sheryl lac dau. “Khéng.”

“C0 dy c6 nhac dén tén ai lién quan trong bé phim dé khong?”

“Néu c6 nhac thi t6i cling khong nhé dugc.”

T6i nhin quanh can phong, dém c6 tong s6 mwaoi hai chiéc giwong thué
mot do la mot dém va nghi dén tay chi nha béo 4. “Co c6 biét thé nao la
hanh dong nhir moi dao dién khong?”

Anh mit ctia ¢6 Cleopatra gia tré nén gian dit. “Khong phai toi, chét
tiét.”

“Thé con Betty Short?”

“Co thé.”

Co tiéng coi xe, t0i bwdc ra ctra s6 nhin xudéng. Mot chiéc 6t tai san
phang chd hang chuc cac Cleopatra va Pharaoh phia sau dang dau ngay sau
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xe cua toi. Toi quay lai dinh thong bao vdi Sheryl nhung co ta da ra khoi
phong tw lic nao.

Dia chi cubi cung theo danh sach cua Millard 1a nha s6 1611 & duong
North Orange Drive, dé la ng6i nha mau hong xay bang gach danh cho
khach du lich thué nam ngay canh treong cap ba Hollywood. Koenig giat
ban ngudai tinh gidc khi t6i phanh xe triréc ngoi nha va chi hai ga dan ong
dang ngoi doc bao trén bac thang. “T6i sé cham séc bon ching con cau di
héi chuyén bon kia. Cau da biét tén bon ho chwa?”

“Co thé la Harold Costa va Donald Leyes. Nhin cau c6 vé mét méi day
Sarge a. Cau c6 thich di lam c6ng viéc thé nay khong?”

“T6i chan 1am ro6i. T6i nén hdi bon ho nhitng gi?”

“Pé toi hoi cho.”

“Cau nén nhé cau chuyén vé nan nhan cua sw to mo. Piéu tuwong ty sé
xay ra vOi nhitng ké dam coi thwong toi khi Fritzie khong c6 ¢ bén. Bay gio
toi sé khai thac gi ¢ bon ching?”

“Sarge...”

Koenig noéi phot ca nwdc bot vao ngudoi téi. “Khi gio, toi co cap bac han
hoi day! Tra loi di!”

Thay Koenig noi nong t6i danh ha giong: “Kiém tra chitng cé ngoai
pham va hoi ho xem Betty Short da bao gio hanh nghé mai dam chwa”.
Thay vi tra 10i, Koenig cwoi khic khich. T6i chay luén qua bai c6 vé phia
bac thang trudc ctra nha, hai nguwoi dan ong tranh sang ben cho toi vao
trong. Ctra phia tru6c mad, phia trong la phong khach da cii nat. Mot nhém
thanh nién dang ngéi quanh quan hat thudc va doc tap chi dién anh. T6i
noi: “Canh sat day. Ai la Linda Martin, Marjorie Graham, Harold Costa, va
Donald Leyes?”
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Mot c6 nang téc hung trong bo vét rong thung thinh gio cudn tap chi Ién
noi. “Toi la Marjorie Graham, Hal va Don dang ¢ bén ngoai.”

Pam ngudi con lai ditng hét 1én tan ra hanh lang nhw mu6n tranh mat ké
xdu. T6i noéi: “Chuyén lién quan dén Elizabeth Short. C6 ai biét c6 ta
khong?”

Rat nhiéu ngwoi lac dau cé vé sg sét. Bén ngoai toi thdy Koenig dang
quat thao: “May phai noi that. Short da bao gio lam gai diém chwa?”

Marjorie Graham noi: “Toi chinh la nguwoi goi cho canh sat, thva sy
quan. T6i néi vGi ho tén cta Linda vi tdi biét c6 dy cling biét Betty.”

T6i chi tay ra ctta. “Thé con hai thang ngoai kia?”

“Don va Harold phai khong? Ho ciing da tirng hen ho vGi Betty. Harold
goi cho anh vi anh ta biét cdc anh dang di tim manh m6i. Nguwoi dan ong
dang quat thao ho kia la ai?”

T6i khong tra 101 ma ngo6i xudng lay but va so ra. “Co ké cho t6i nhitng
chuyén vé Betty ma t6i chwa biét di. To6i can so6 liéu. Tén nhitng cau ban
trai cia c6 dy, dac diém ngoai hinh, ngay thang cu thé, ké thu cta co ay, va
dong co cta ké giét nguoi.”

C0 nang c6 vé lwong Iy, t6i nhan ra minh dang to tiéng nén 1ap tic ha
giong va hoi. “Bat dau tir ngay thang. Betty song & day khi nao?”

“Pau thang 12,” Marjorie Graham noéi. “T6i nhd r6 1a bdi vi hom do
chuing t6i cling dang ng6i day nghe mot chwong trinh trén radio nhan dip 5
nam ngay xay ra vu Tran Chau Cang thi c06 dy vao lam thu tuc.”

“Nhu vay do la ngay 7 thang 12?”

“Vang.”

“Co0 dy ¢ day bao 1au?”

“Chi khodng mot tuan théi.”

“Tai sao co ay biét ché nay ma dén thué?”

“T6i nghi Martin da n6i véi co ay.”
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Béo cdo cta Millard khang dinh hau nhw ca thang 12 c6 dy song & San
Diego. T6i néi: “Nhung c6 dy chuyén di ngay sau d6 phai khong?”

“Vang.”

“Tai sao vay, thwa c6 Graham? Theo ching t6i dwgc biét thi trong
khoang thoi gian dé Betty song & ba noi - tat cd déu & Hollywood. Tai sao
0 ay lai di chuyén lién tuc nhw vay?”

Marjorie Graham lay mot manh vai nhé trong tidi vo trong tay. “T0i cling
khong biét ro 1am.”

“C0 dy c6 anh ban trai nao hay ghen khéng?”

“T6i khong nghi vay.”

“C0 Graham, vay thi c6 nghi gi?”

Marjorie thd dai. “Anh canh sat nay, Betty lgi dung moi nguoi. Co ay
vay tién cia moi nguwdi va bia ra da thit chuyén néi déi ho. O day c6 rat
nhiéu ngwai tinh y va t6i nghi ho chang khé khan gi ma khong nhan ra ban
chat cua Betty.”

T6i néi: “Co ké cho t6i nghe vé Betty di. C6 cling da ting quy c6 ay phai
khong?”

“Vang. Co ay nhe nhang, t6 ra tin cdy va khong toc mach vao chuyén
ngwoi khac nhung... rat cam tinh. D6 la ban nang cuia co dy, cé thé tam goi
nhw vay. Co dy tim dd moi cach dé dugc moi nguwdi quy mén va thwong bat
chuéce kiéu cach cia nhitng ngudi ma c6 ay quan hé. Tat cd moi ngudi &
day déu hut thu6c va Betty cling hit thudc dé hoa dong mac du biét ré n6
rat c6 hai véi bénh hen suyén ctia minh va ban than ¢6 ay ciing ghét thudc
1a. Va diéu buon cuwoi la co ay lai tap di, tap n6i nhw phong cach cta anh,
nhung chi nhitng khi & mot minh ¢6 ay m@i lam nhw vay. Co ay thuong tw
goi minh la Betty hay Beth hay bat ky nickname nao khac ma c6 ay nghe
duogc.”

T6i ¢6 xua di cdm gidc buon ty nhién xam chiém trong dau. “Co va Betty
thwong néi chuyén vé chu dé gi?”
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Marjorie n6i: “Chu yéu la to6i nghe c6 dy néi. Chung t6i thuwong ngoéi day
nghe radio va Betty ké chuyén. Nhitng cau chuyén tinh véi nhitng anh huing
trong chién tranh - trung ta Joe va thiéu t4 Matt, rat nhiéu chuyén. T6i biét
dé chi la nhitng chuyén co6 ay twdng twong ra. Cé khi c6 dy ké vé wéc mo
tré thanh ngoi sao dién anh va tit ca nhitng gi can lam la luon luén xuat
hién trén duong trong nhitng chiéc vay dai mau den va chang sém thi mudn
nguoi ta ciing nhan ra ¢6 dy. Y twdng dé 1am tdi bwc minh vi t6i da phai
theo hoc cac khoa dao tao & nha hat Pasadena va tdi biét dong phim la cong
viéc rat nang nhoc.”

T6i van ghi chép nhitng cau hoi va cau tra 16i cta Sheryl Saddon. “Co
Graham, c6 phai Betty nhac dén viéc minh déng phim vao cubi thang 11
khong?”

“Vang. Pém dau tién chuyén vé day & co dy da ba hoa chuyén dé. Co ay
néi c6 dong chung mot vai va di khoe khoang chiéc kinh ngam. Vai cau
con trai t0 mo hoéi chuyén va cé lic cd ay ndi dong phim cho hang
Paramount, c6 lic lai néi déng cho hang Fox. T6i nghi c6 ay chi bia chuyén
dé gay sy chu y.”

To6i ghi chit “Tén” sang mot trang gidy mdi va gach chan dén may lan.
“C0O Marjorie, cho toi biét tén nhitng cau ban trai hay nhitng nguwdi ma co
nhin thdy c6 ay di lai véi ho.”

“T6i biét o6 dy o di choi véi Don Leyes va Harold Costa, c6 mét lan toi
nhin thay c6 ay di choi v6i mét thay tha va t6i...”

Marjorie ngdp ngirng, toi bat gap anh mat bdi rdi ctia ¢o ta. “Chuyén gi
vay? Co ké di.”

Giong Marjorie tré nén nhe nhang. “Ngay tredc khi chuyén di, t6i thay
Betty cung véi Linda Martin ditng néi chuyén vGi ngudi dan ba 16n tudi rat
to béo nay trén dai 16. Ba ta mac quan 4o va téc cat ngan nhw dan ong. Toi
chi nhin thady ho mét 1an duy nhéat dé, cé thé nhu thé khong c6 nghia la...”

“Y c6 mudn néi ngudi dan ba kia 1a lesbian?”
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Marjorie ngang lén roi lai cti xuéng véi tay lay hop my pham Kleenex;
Bill Koenig buwéc vao ngoac tay goi toi. Toi buwdc lai va cdu ta thi tham:
“To6i da bat chiung phai n6i ra r6i. Tén khon nan kia da hanh ha thé xac co
ay khi c6 ay bi tr6i. T6i da goi cho sép Loew. Anh dy bdo phai gilt kin
chuyén nay vi sé c6 meo hay néu c6 ay la hang géi goi tré trung dang yéu.”

To6i kiém ché khong néi ra manh m6i ma minh vira khai thac duwgc vé mu
dan ba kia vi sg 6ng pho uy vién céng t6 quan kia va ké t6i t@ ctia 6ng ta sé
bac bo ngay titrc khac. T6i néi: “T6i cling da hoi dwgc may noi dung ¢ day
roi. Cau khai thac xong hai ga kia r6i ch?”

Koenig lai cwdi khic khich va buéc ra. Toi bdo Marjorie ngoi chd va di
xudng cudi hanh lang. O d6 c6 ban diang ky va cudn s6 dang mé dé bén
trén. T6i 1at tim cho dén khi thay tén “Linda Martin” va dong chi* “phong
14” in bén canh.

Can phong nhé chat hep khong cé gi khac ngoai mot chiéc giwong bira
bon. T6i kiém tra tu quan 4o nhung bén trong hoan toan trong rong. Gia
bao con vai t& ctia ngay hom qua va dirng bai: “Tén giét nguoi dd mdn”;
bat gidc t6i nghi Linda Martin chinh la ké dang tron tranh phép luat. T6i cui
xuong quo tay vao gam givong. Co6 vat gi do det bén trong va toi 14y ra.

Do 1a chiéc vi bang nhiyta mau do. Bén trong c6 hai penny*?, mot hao va
tam thé cta trwong cap ba Cornhusker & Cedar Rapids, bang lowa. Tam thé
duwgc cap cho Lorna Martilkova, sinh ngay 19/12/1931. Tam anh c6 gai tré
kha xinh nam ngay duéi tiéu ngilt cua treong; toi biét minh da phat hién ra
mot nguoi co lien quan dang bo chay.

Marjorie Graham xudt hién & ctta. T6i chia tdm thé ra va co6 ta néi ngay.
“P¢ la Linda. Lay Chua, né mdi mudi lam tudi.”

“Néu la tu6i déng phim thi da dén do trung nién roi. Co gap co ta lan
cudi la khi nao?”

“Sang nay. T6i no6i v6i no la da goi dién cho canh sat va ho sé dén héi
chuyén ching t6i vé Betty. Nhw thé c6 gi sai khong anh canh sat?”

“Co khong biét duwgc dau. Va cdm on ¢6.”
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Marjorie mim cwdi va toi tham cau mong cho ¢6 ta sém tim dudng ma
thoat khéi manh dat dién anh nay. T6i cling mim cwoi dap lai c6 ta va buéc
ra. Ngoai hanh lang, Bill Koenig dang dirng nghi trong khi Donald Leyes
va Harold Costa ndm won ra trén ghé vdi anh mat so hai, c6 1€ 1a vi da bi an
vai qua dam.

Koenig noi: “Bon n6 khong gay ra vu do.”

“Khi gio, khong. Sherlock.”

Koenig noi: “Tén toi khong phai la Sherlock.”

T6i noi: “Khong, khi gi6.”

Koenig hoi lai: “Cai gi?”

O Doi canh sat Hollywood, t6i thuc hién dic quyén cia mot canh sat
diéu tra duwa nguoi chra dén tudi tredng thanh vao doi twgng nghi can dang
bé tron, xac dinh nhan ching doéi véi treong hop cia Lorna
Martilkova/Linda Martin, va lam bao cdo ndp cho sép phu trach diéu tra,
thong bao toan luc lwgng sé dwoc phat di trong vong mot gio nita va canh
sat cling sé duwgc tang cwong dén nha s6 1611 dé tham van nhitng nguoi
thué nha vé nhitng noi ma Linda/L.orna c6 thé dén. Cé nguoi dam duong
phan viéc kia tdi yén tam ngoi viét bao cao vé loat cau héi ma t6i da thuc
hién, dac biét nhan manh khia canh Betty Short c6 tat néi doi va c6 ta cé
tham gia dong bo phim nao d6 trong nam 1946. Trudc khi hoan thanh bao
cdo, toi phan van khong biét c6 nén dwa van dé nguwoi phu nit cé ngoai hinh
giong con trai kia vao hay khong. Néu Loew biét dugc thi rat c6 thé anh ta
sé gat phat cung véi thong tin vé viéc nan nhan c6 lam nghé mai dam
nhung khong chuyén nghiép. Cubi cung toi quyét dinh khong dwa vao béao
cao ma chi néi miéng vai Millard.

T6i dung dién thoai ctia D6i goi cho Hoi dién vién va phu trach vai dién
héi thong tin vé Elizabeth Short. Mot nhan vién noéi vai to6i khong cé ai tén
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nhw vay tham gia, tén rit gon tir d6 cling khong, rat c6 thé co ta khong
déng phim cho m6t hang san xudt nao do6 hgp phap ctia Hollywood. Toi gac
may va nghi dén viéc Betty bia dat ra chuyén déng phim va dung chiéc
kinh ngam kia dé thuyét phuc moi nguoi.

Chiéu da muon. Thoat duwgc Koenig nhw thoat khoi can bénh ung thw va
ba cudc tham van vé Betty/Beth Short duwdng nhw qua sic doi véi téi. Mét
va doi, toi quyét dinh lai xe vé nha kiém chit banh sandwich bé vao da day
va ngli mot gidc - va sé budc vao mot giai doan khac cta cong viéc diéu tra
vu Thugc dugce den nay.

Kay va Lee dang ding canh ban trong nha an xem cac bic anh hién
treong chup & goc dwong so6 39 va duwong Norton. C6 anh chup dau, bo
nguc bi cat xé, phan than duwéi trong khong va doi chan giang ra ctia c6 ay -
tat ca déu la anh trang den. Kay rit thudc lién tuc c6 vé sg hai va chi thinh
thodng mdi liéc nhin nhitng bitc anh. Lee cti nhin cham chd, mdt co giat -
biéu hién cua tinh trang thiéu thudéc Benzedrine. Khong ai néi mét 10i; va
t0i ditng d6 nhw mot dién vién ggi chuyén trong bo phim nham chan nhat
lich st thanh pho Los Angeles nay.

Cudi cung Kay ciling 1én tiéng: “Chao anh Dwight” va Lee run rdy chi
mot bitc dnh. “Céng viéc khong don gidn chit nao, anh biét. Vern Smith
noéi thang nao do6 bat co dy trén dwong dwa di cho khac tra tan sau do vt
vao bai dat trong. Ché chét, thang nay chac chan phai vo cing cam ghét c6
ay vi mot ly do nao dé va han mudn ca thé gidi nay phai biét Iy do d6. Em
yéu, em c6 hoc qua vé y té, theo em thang nay c6 hiéu biét vé y hoc khong?
Liéu han c6 phdi l1a thang bac sy dién khung nao d6 khong?”

Kay dap diéu thudc va noi. “Anh Lee, Dwight vé roi,” Lee quay lai.

T6i noi: “Chao ban...”. Lee ué odi chdp mat va mim cuoi.
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T6i thady biéu hién cua cau ta vo cung dau dén. “Bucky nay, nghe Kay
néi di, t¢ biét t& cho co ay di hoc dai hoc khong hé uéng phi ma,” t6i budc
phai nhin di cho khac.

Giong néi cua Kay rat nhe nhang, nhan nai. “Em nghi gia thuyét sé cha
di dén dau ca nhung du sao em ciing sé noi ra néu cac anh chiu an chut gi
do cho binh tinh lai.”

“Em c& noi di.”

“Chi 1a phong doan cia em nhung rat cé thé cé hai tén giét nguoi bai vi
vét cat tra tan thi rat vung vé nhung vét cat ¢ ron va bung dwogc thue hién
khi c6 dy da chét thi rat gon gang. Cling c6 thé chi la mot tén; sau khi giét
c6 dy, han binh tinh lai d6i chit r6i méi rach bung c6 dy. Bat c ngudi nao
cling c6 thé 1ay dwoc ndi tang di khi co thé da bi cat lam d6i. Em nghi gia
thuyét mot bac sy dién khung nao dé chi xuat hién trong cac bo phim. Anh
yéu, anh phai binh tinh lai. Anh khéng dugc uéng nhitng vién thudc kia nita
va anh phai an chut gi di. Anh Dwight ciing sé n6i vGi anh diéu d6.”

T6i quay sang nhin Lee. Cau ta néi: “Anh qua xuc dong nén khong thé
an dwgc,” va chia tay ra nhw thé t6i vira mdéi buéc vao nha. “Ban nay, hém
nay da diéu tra dugc gi vé c6 gai ctia ching ta chwa?”

To6i dinh néi véi cau ta la t6i biét Betty Short khong dang dé chiing t6i
phai lao tdm kho t¢ dén nhw vay; toi dinh cho ciu ta biét manh moi vé mu
dan ba téc ngan kia va ban chat doi tra ctia Betty Short dé cau ta khong qua
xtc dong. Nhung vé mat ndo né ctia Lee khién to6i budc phai néi: “Khong
c6 gi dang dé phai tra tdn minh nhw vay. Chuyén ciing chi don gidn nhw khi
cau tong mot c6 gai diém vao trai giam Quentin va c6 ay bd tron. Thw
twong twgng xem em gai cua cau sé nghi thé nao khi nhin thay bo dang cau
thé nay. N6 sé...”

To6i khong thé néi thém vi nwéc mat Lee da gian giua va bay gio thi dén
lwgt cau ta ditng d6 nhu dién vién ggi chuyén nhwng lai khong c6 ai dé ggi
chuyén ca. Kay ding vao gitta dat tay 1én vai ching t6i. T6i buéc ra ngoai
vi khng mu6n nhin thady Lee nic nd.
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Doi University cling la noi thé hién sy nghién ngap 1gi dung vu an Thuoc
dugc den nay.

Mot bang danh sach ca do duwgc dung Ién trong phong thay quan ao véi
dua cac kiéu ty 1é khac nhau “Pha dwgc - mét an hai,” “Do tinh duc vo do -
mot an bon,” “Khong pha duwgc - hoa tién,” “Do ban trai gay ra - bon an
mot,” va “Do tén ‘Red’ gay ra - khong c6 ty 1€ trir phi nghi pham bi bat.”
Nguwoi cam trich ca do la trung uy Shiner va s6 lwgng tap trung danh ca
nhiéu nhat la “do ban trai gy ra” véi hang chuc sy quan ky nhan danh
cwoc, tit ca déu chap nhan ty 1€ nam muwoi an hai.

Phong hop ctia B6i con nwc cwdi hon. Ai d6 da treo hai ntta chiéc vay
den ngay trudc cira ra vao. Harry Sears ntta tinh nira say dang nhay nhét
quanh co6 don vé sinh nguoi da mau, gidi thiéu co ta la Thuge duge den
thue té. Harry cam chiéc binh rét re'gu cho moi ngwdi, cac sy quan canh sat
khac phai dung tay bit tai con lai trong khi ndi chuyén dién thoai.

Cong viéc diéu tra cling that dién khung. Nguwoi ta lan mo véi nhitng
thong tin dang ky do Cuc quan ly 6t6, mot6 cung cap va danh ba dién thoai
¢ khu vie cong vién Huntington c6 tim cach dé c6 dwgc manh mdi vé ga
“Red” nao do da cung Betty Short roi khoi San Diego. Nhitng nguoi khac
thi dang doc cac bitc thu tinh cia c6 dy, hai sy quan dang lién lac véi Cuc
quan ly 6t6, mo6to 1ay thong tin vé nhitng bién s6 dang ky ma Lee thu dwoc
dém hom qua khi phuc kich can nha thué caa Nash. Millard va Loew khong
c6 mit vi vay tdi bé ban bdo cdo ctia minh vao mot khay 16n c6 ghi BAO
CAO CUA CAC THAM TU NGOAI BPIA BAN va rdi khéi phong truéc
khi mdy anh hai méac sac phuc kia bat toi phai tham gia tro heé.

Con mot minh t6i lai nghi dén Lee, nhung nghi dén cau ta t6i lai mudn
quay lai phong hop ctia Poi dé du sao thi cling tim dwoc chiat gi dé hai
hwéc vé c6 gai da chét kia. Va nghi dén Lee t6i lai nghi dén tén Nash khon
nan, han la tay sing thién xa con dang s¢ hon ca hang may chuc nhirng tén
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ghen tudng giét nguwdi. Byc minh, t6i lai tré vé vdi cong viéc canh sat diéu
tra von c6 ctia minh va dén cong vién Leimert lung suc thay cau ta.

Nhwng t6i van khong thé 1an tron duge vu Thuge dugce den nay.

Di qua duwong s6 39 va duong Norton, t6i thdy dam ngudi to0 mo dang
quanh quan trong khu vuc bai dat trong trong khi nhitng nguwdi ban kem va
xuc xich rong phan phat thitc an; mot ba gia dang rao ban nhitng bitrc anh
chup Betty Short treGc cita quan bar & gbéc duong s6 39 va duong
Crenshaw va toi phan van khong biét cé phéi ga Cleo Short da cung cap
nhitng phién ban nay dé kiém 16i hay khong. T6i c6 xua dudi y nghi trg tréu
doé ra khéi dau dé lam viéc.

T6i mat nam gio lién di bo doc xudéng phia Nam dwong Crenshaw roi lai
vong lén phia Tay Nam, tay cam bitc dnh chan dung ctia Nash va dat cau
héi vé théi hiép dam cac co6 gai da mau cua han. Nhung tat ca nhitng cau tra
10i t6i c6 dugc déu la “Khong” va cau hoi “Sao anh khong di ma diéu tra vé
c6 gai Thuoc dugc dang yéu kia?” Dén khodng 9 gid t6i, toi danh phai tw
nht vG6i minh rang c6 thé Nash da cao chay xa bay khoi Los Angeles. Va
madc du van byc minh t6i cling danh phai quay lai v6i dam dién hai & Doi
University.

Sau khi ngén voi vang chiéc hamburger cho bita t6i, t6i quay so goi
Phong quan ly hanh chinh héi thong tin vé nhitng noi thwong tap trung bon
lesbian. Nhan vién & do6 kiém tra ho so va doc cho toi tén ba dia diém ban
cocktail, tdt cd déu & mot khu nha trén dai 10 Ventura thudc khu Valley:
Quay Dutchess, Swank Spot va La Vern’s Hideaway. T6i vira dinh gac may
thi anh nhan vién kia néi thém tat ca cac khu vic d6 déu khong thudc pham
vi quan ly cia S& canh sat thanh phd Los Angeles ma thudc quyén kiém
soat cua canh sat treang hat.

Toi cha théem nghi dén viéc mday dia diém do6 c6 thudc quyén kiém soat
cta minh hay khong khi 14i xe dén khu Valley. T6i nghi dén nhitng ngudoi
dan ba di cung nhau, khong phai loai lesbian ma la nhitng nguoi ty my di
v6i nhitng ngudi c6 vé cing ran. Qua doc Cahuenga, t6i lai thi* muong
twong hinh dnh cac cdp di v6i nhau nhung tit ca nhitng gi tdi c6 thé nghi ra
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chi 1a nhitng hinh anh vé than thé ho, mui dau gi6é va cam giac tir chiéc ghé
xe ma téi dang ngobi chit cha c6 hinh dnh nao vé khudn mat. Toi lién twdng
két hgp gitta hinh anh Betty/Beth va Linda/Lorna, nhitng bitc anh chan
dung va bic dnh trén tdm thé cta truong cdp ba véi than thé nhitng c6 gai
ma t6i con nhé duwgc trong nhitng tran dau chuyén nghiép cta minh truwéc
day. Cang luc tri twdng twgng cua toi cang sinh dong, con sinh dong hon ca
khi khu nha mang s6 11000 trén dai 16 Ventura xudt hién trong tam nhin va
nhitng ngwoi phu nit di vai nhau.

Mat tién cta quay cocktail Swank Spot kha dai vGi hai chiéc ctra quay
trong giong nhu canh trong cac bo phim. Khu bén trong dwoc bo tri rat hep
va t0i, toi phai mat mét lic 1du méi quen duwge v6i anh sang bén trong. Va
khi nhin r0 dwgc, to6i thdy ngay dén may chuc co6 & dang nhin toi tritng
trong.

Mot sO nhin dac sét phong cach dan 6ng trong bd 4o so mi kaki va quan
dai hiéu GI, mot s6 khac la nhitng c6 nang éo 1a mac vay va 4o len. Mét co
nang lwc lwdng ditng nhin t6i do xét tir dau dén chan; c6 bé manh dé toc do
ding canh ngd dau vao vai c6 kia tay vong qua 6m eo. Cam thay nguoi da
bat dau wét mo héi tdi quay ra quay bar tim & cam dau dé hoi chuyén. Toi
nhan ra phia cu6i phong ctia mot khu vy trong ké ban ghé lam bang tre
x€p day cac loai rvgu. Toi budc lai va cac cap tinh nhan nit chi ditng tranh
nhuwong vira du duwong cho toi di qua.

Mot & lesbian ditng sau quay rét mot ly whisky day dat trudc mat toi va
néi: “Anh la nguwdi cua bén kiém soat cac loai do uéng a?” Cap mat caa c6
ta rat sang va dit dan. Ty nhién t6i c6 cdm gidc c6 ta doc dwgc nhitng suy
nghi cua t6i trén duwong dén day.

Uodng mot hoi hét ly rwgu t6i néi. “T6i la nhan vién diéu tra cac vu an
mang cua S& canh sat thanh pho Los Angeles”; c6 nang lesbian d6p ngay,
“Pay khong phdi dia ban cta anh, nhung dita nao bi khit?” Toi chia bitc
anh Betty/Beth va tdm thé c6 hinh cia Lorna/Linda ra. Ly ruegu whisky lam
giong t6i c6 vé tron hon: “Co da bao gio nhin thay ai trong s6 ho chwa?”
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Co a nhin hai bttc anh ngudc 1€n nhin toi. “Anh bao c6 nang Thugc dugc
kia la con gai a?”

“Pdy la c6 no6i.”

“Vay thi toi sé no6i vGi anh rang t6i chwra bao gid nhin thiy co6 ta ngoai trir
trén bao. Co6 bé con kia cling chwra bao gio bdi vi nhitng c6 gai cua t6i ¢ day
khong cap ban véi nguwdi chwa dén tudi. Bong y chi?”

T6i chi chiéc ly da can va co gai rét thém mot ly. Téi udng hét, cam thay
nguwoi am hon nhuwng réi lai 1ap titc cdm thay lanh. “DPong y khi nhitng c6
gai ctia co néi vai toi diéu do va toi tin ho.”

A phuc vu quay bar huyt sio va ngay lap tic khu viee chd t6i ditng chat
kin nguwdi. Toi cam may birc anh dwa cho c6 nang dang 6m eo mét “quy
ba” trong nhw tay thg don cii. Ho xem qua, lac dau va chuyén cho mot
“quy ba” khac trong bd quan do nhady du cia phi cong. C6 ta xem xong va
néi: “Khong, nhung B6 nong nghiép My thi c6 thé c6,” t6i lai chuyén cho
mot cap khac ditng canh. Bon ho cam bitc anh Iam bam: “Thuoc dugc den”
vé sg hai 10 r0 trong giong ndi. Ca hai cung noi: “Khong,” cd6 & mang
phong cach dan 6ng con n6i thém: “Khéng, cad hai déu khong, va cling
khong phai mau nguwdi cta t6i.” Co ta voi va tra lai mdy tdm anh cho t6i va
nho bot ludon xudng san nha. T6i néi: “Chic ngu ngon, cac quy ba,” va
bwdc ra ctra, phia sau t6i van con vang vang tiéng thi tham “Thugc duoc”.

Két qua diéu tra cua t6i & quay cocktail Dutchess con té hai hon. Nhiéu
nguoi té ra han hoc vdéi toi hon va cau tra 1oi “Khéng” ciing nhiéu hon - tat
ca déu bang tht tiéfng Anh c6. Budc sang quay La Vern’s Hideaway t6i cam
thdy vO cung buc titc nhung khong hiéu vi 1y do gi.

Khong gian bén trong ciing t6i, dén nho gan vao cac 16 trén tran nha soi
sang 10 m& nhitng birc twong dan day tranh cay co ré tién. Cac cap lesbian
dang tham thut v&i nhau trong nhitng buéng quay tam; c6 hai c6 a4 dang hon
nhau say dam khién t6i ngac nhién nhin tritng tri‘ng nhung ro6i dé mac ho
va budc dén quay bar.
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Quay bar duwgc bo tri thut vao mé twdng bén trai, anh dén mau nhw bién
né thanh canh twong trén bai bién Waikiki*t, Khong cé ngudoi phuc vu,
cling khong cé ai ngb6i trén cac ghé cao ké xung quanh. T6i budc ra phia
sau c6 y hang giong dé cac cap “tinh nhan” kia thoat khéi chin tang may
ma tr@ vé vGi trai dat. Chién thuat cta toi cé tac dung ngay; tiéng rén ri
chut chit im bat va nhitng cdp mat tirc gian quay ra nhin toi.

T6i n6i: “Canh sat diéu tra &n mang cua thanh pho Los Angeles day,” va
dwa may bitrc anh cho mét cap gan nhat. “Nguwoi toc den la Elizabeth Short
hodc Thugce duwge den néu cac co6 da doc bao. Nguwoi kia la ban co6 dy. T6i
muon biét c6 ai da tirng nhin thay ho chwa, va néu cé thi nhin thay ai?”

May bttc anh dugc chuyén qua hét buong nay dén buong khac; t6i nhin
cham chu phan &ng ctia ho va nhan thdy minh phai stt dung dui cui m&i c6
thé 1ay dugc cau trd 10i c6 hodc khong. Khong ai néi mot 161i; tat ca nhitng
gl toi thay trén nét mat ho la sy to mo xen lan v@i cam giac tiéc nudi them
thuoéng vi bi ngat quang gitta chirng. May bitc dnh lai quay vé vdi toi. T6i
nhan lai va budc ra ngoai. Thdy c6 mot phu nit sau quay bar dang danh
giay, toi dung lai.

T6i budc dén chia may tdm anh va ngoac tay goi c6 ta. C6 nang cam tam
anh lén va néi. “T6i chi nhin thay c6 ay trén bao thoi.”

“Thé con c6 gai nay? Tén co6 ay la Linda Martin.”

Co nhan vién phuc vu cam tdm thé cé anh Ién nhin cham chq, t6i thay c6
vé ¢0 ta nhan ra diéu gi d6. “Khong, xin 16i anh.”

T6i ding dwa vao quay gan giong. “Pirng noi doi t6i. C6 ay mudi lam
tudi va co phai ndi ra di néu khéng muon toi stt dung dén sitc manh va c6
sé mat nam nam & Tehachapi®? ma diéu tri ddy.”

Co nang giat ndy minh, t6i twdng c6 ta sé di lay chai ruegu va dap thang
vao dau t6i. Khong dam ngudc 1én nhin toi, co ta néi : “N6 cé dén day.
Hinh nhw hai hay ba thang truwéc gi d6. Nhung t6i chwa bao gio nhin thay
cd nang Thuoc dugce kia ca, va téi nghi 6 bé cé vé thich con trai hon. Y toi
néi la né chi dén day quanh quan xin d6 udng cua cac chi.”
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To6i thoang thady c6 mot c6 nang vira dinh ngoi xuéng ban thi giat minh
chop vi budc ra ctra, hinh nhw ¢6 ta nghe thidy nhitng 16i t6i néi véi cd phuc
vu quay bar. Anh sang yéu 6t soi vao mit co ta va toi thoang thay cé nét gi
dé6 giong Elizabeth Short.

T6i vo may tam anh va lao theo c6 ta, vira kip ra dén xe thi t0i cling thay
c6 ta mé& khoa chiéc Packard trang toat dau mé trén cach xe t6i vai xe. Co
ta n0 may chay di, t6i dém dén nam va bam theo.

CoO ta chay quay lai dai 16 Ventura, doc Cahuenga, va quay vao
Hollywood. Ban dém xe c0 di lai kha vang vé nén t6i dé cho chiéc Packard
kia chay phia tréc cach vai xe khi chiing t6i chay xudng phia Nam, ra khéi
Hollywood vao khu virc quan Hancock Park. Vao dén dwong s 4, nguoi
phu ni* kia ré trdi va chang may choc ching t6i da ¢ giita cong vién
Hancock - noi ma canh sat Wilshire goi la “Cong vién nam duwdi kinh.”

Chiéc Packard ré vao duong Muirfield va dau truedc toa nha rat 16n theo
phong cach kién tric Tudor, phia trieéc c6 mdot bai cé rong bang c& san
boéng da. Toi cho xe chay 1én phia treéc va nhin 1o bién s6 CAL RQ 765.
Qua kinh chiéu hau, t6i thdy ngudi dan ba khoa ctra xe bén mé nguoi 1ai; t
dang xa toi cung nhan ra bd trang phuc da ca map cua co ta.

Toi ré vao dwong so 3 ra khéi cong vién Hancock va goi dién vé Cuc
quan ly 6t6, motd kiém tra chiéc Packard trang mang bién s6 CAL RQ 765.
Toi cho nam phut va nhan vién dién dai doc cho toi thong tin:

Madeleine Cathcart Sprague, phu ni¥ da trdng, sinh ngay 14/11/1925,
dia chi s6 482 duwong South Muirfield; chua vi pham gi.

Trén dwong quay vé, tdi phan van khong biét Madeleine Cathcart
Sprague c6 lién quan dén Betty/Beth va Lorna/Linda hay khong, hay c6 ta
chi 1a loai lesbian 1am tién muon di tim cdm gidc cho cudc séng. Vira lai xe
t0i vira 1ay bitc hinh ctia Betty Short ra xem va nghi dén khuén mat ctia c6
nang Sprague, qua thyc cé diém giéng nhau gitta ho. T6i nghi dén viéc
minh tu tay 16t bo trang phuc da cd map ctia c6 ta mac du t6i khong hé co y
nay y khac.
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Chuong 10

T6i m@ radio nghe trén duong lai xe dén Boi University sang ngay hom
sau. Dang nghe ban ti¥ tdu vui vé ctia Daxter Gordon thi giong ndi c6 vé hoi
hop vang lén:

“Chung t6i xin phép ngdt qudng chuong trinh phdt thanh thuong 1é dé
théng bdo badn tin. Nghi pham chinh trong vu dn giét chét Elizabeth Short,
co gdi toc den thuong dugc goi la Thuoc duoc den, dad bi bat! Canh sat da
xdc dinh nguoi dan 6ng vén duogc goi la ‘Red’ nay tén la Robert ‘Red’
Manley, hai muoi Iam tudbi, nguoi bdn dé gia dung ¢ khu vuc cong vién
Huntington. Manley bj bat sdng nay tai nha mét nguoi ban & South Gate va
hién dang duoc tam giam & Don cdnh sdt Hollenbeck phia Dong Los
Angeles. Trong mét bai phdt biéu vdi dai phat thanh KGFJ“, phé ty vién
cong to qudn Ellis Loew, nguoi tham gia vu dn véi tu’ cdch la cdu néi giira
cdnh sdt voi cdc co quan dan sy ndi: ‘Red Manley la dbi tuong tinh nghi s6
mot. Chiing t6i da xdc dinh duoc han chinh la ké da dua Betty Short ttr San
Diego dén dday ngay 9 thdng 1, sdu ngay trudc khi tim thdy xdc cta cé dy
trong bdi ddt trong & khu vuc céng vién Leimert. DAy la buéc dot phd ky
diéu ma bdy lGu nay chung t6i van mong cho va hy vong. Chiia da nghe
thdu loi thinh cdu cta chting ta!’”

Cam xuic cua Loew dwgc thay thé bang chwong trinh quang cdo san
pham gidm dau cho bénh tri. T6i d6i huwéng va di thang dén Don canh sat
Hollenbeck.

Puong pho phia tredc da duge phong tod; canh sat tuan tra dang ngan
can cac phong vién. T6i dau xe @ mot con hém phia sau Bon va di vao bang
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16i ctra sau dén thang phong tam giam. Bon say xin lé nhé trong cac phong
tam giam danh cho cac t0i nhe; nhitng tén pham trong t6i thi quac mat nhin
toi ti bén danh cho bon pham tdi nang. Khu nay danh rieng cho viéc giam
gitt nhung lai khong hé cé bong dang cai nguc nao. Mé& canh cira néi sang
phong lam viéc ctia Pon t6i méi hiéu ly do tai sao.

Noi tap trung luwc lwgng cta Bon duwgce chia thanh cac phong héi cung
nho nam canh 16i di, ai cling cing mat muon nhin qua tdm kinh mot chiéu
cta gian phong nhoé & gitta bén mé trai 16i di. Giong n6i cua Russ Millard
dang vang lén tit chiéc micr6 gan trén twong rat troi chdy, thuyét phuc.

T6i huych tay héi vién sy quan ngoi gan minh nhat. “Han da nhan toi
chua?”

Anh ta lac dau. “Chuwa. Millard va ban ctia anh ta dang tim cach de doa
va thuyét phuc han.”

“Han c6 thira nhan la biét co gai khong?”

“Co. Chung t6i da kiém tra thong tin tit Cuc quan ly 6t6, mo6td va thong
tin rat khdp véi han. Cau cé thich danh cuwgc khong? Hodc 1a han vo toi
hodc la pham t6i, tuy cau lwa chon. Hom nay t6i cdm thdy minh may man.”

T6i cha them dé y dén 10i ga gdm cta anh ta ma di l1én nhom vao trong
can phong. Millard ng6i sau chiéc ban go da cii nat, mot nguwoi dan 6ng con
tré, kha dep trai dé t6c hat nguwoc ra sau ngoi doi dién vGi anh ta, tay van vé
bao thudc 14. Nhin anh ta c6 vé sg hai; Millard thi trong giéng nhuw nhitng
ong thay tu dao mao trong bo phim - nguwdi thwong ban 101 x4 t6i cho cac
con chién.

Giong ndi cta anh ta vang 1én qua loa. “Xin anh, t6i nhac lai ba lan r6i.”

Millard néi : “Robert, ching t6i lam nhw vay béi vi cau khong tw
nguyén. Betty Short da nam trén trang dau tat ca cac bao caa thanh pho Los
Angeles nay ba ngay nay roi, va cau biét chiing t6i can phdi néi chuyén vai
cau. Nhung cu lai bé tron. Bay gio cau nghi chuyén dé thé nao?”

Robert “Red” Manley cham mot diéu thuoc hit vao va ho sac sua. “Toi
khong muén vo t6i biét t6i phan boi co dy.”
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“Nhung cau khong hé phan boi c6 ay. Betty sé khong néi ra. Co ta chi
ban dam cho cau. Nhw vay khong viéc gi phdi che diu canh sat.”

“T6i hen vai c6 ay & Dago, ching toi 1a 10i v6i nhau. Nhw thé cung la
phan bdi r6i.”

Millard dat mot tay 1én vai Manley. “Hay bat dau lai tit dau. Cho chiing
toi biét lam thé nao ma cau gap dwoc Betty, hai ngudi da lam gi, néi chuyén
gi. Cau c® binh tinh, khong ai thic giuc ca.”

Manley dui diéu thuéc vao chiéc gat tan da day ap, cham diéu khac va
dwa tay lau mo hoi trén tran. T6i nhin quanh can phong va thay Ellis Loew
dang ngbi dva dau vao twong & bén doéi dién, Vogel va Koenig ngoi chau
hai bén nhu hai con ché ngoi doi 1énh tan cong. Co6 tiéng thd dai phat ra tr
loa, t6i quay lai va thay nghi pham cwa qudy trén ghé. “Va day sé la lan
cudi cung toi phai néi ra?”

Millard mim cuoi. “Pung, noi di.”

Manley ditng day vuon vai va vira di vira noi. “Toi gap co6 dy mot tuan
tredc Giang sinh & quan bar trong thanh phd Dago. Lic dau ching toi chi
bém mép noi chuyén véi nhau va Betty cho biét c6 dy khong con mot xu
dinh tdi, rang c6 ay dang & nha ba French, rang co dy chi tam thoi & do6. Toi
mua cho cd ay bifa t6i & mot ctra hang do an kidu Y, sau d6 ching toi di
khiéu vii cung nhau @ san khiéu vii Sky Room trong khach san El Cortez.
Chung t6i...”

Millard ngat 10i. “Cau c6 thuwong di kiém cac em nhw vay khi di lam an
khong?”

Manley quat lai: “T6i khong di kiém ai ca!”

“Vay thi ldc d6 cau dang lam gi?”

“T6i cam thay thich c6 ay. T6i khong biét Betty 1a c6 gai dao mo hay la
c6 gai tot va toi muon tim hiéu diéu d6. Té6i mudn thi 1ong chung thiy cta
toi véi vo va toi chi...”

Giong ctia Manley chung xu6ng. Millard néi: “Vi Chua, cau hay néi sy
thye di. C6 phai cau muon tim cho giai quyét khong?”
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Manley ngoi phich xuoéng ghé. “bung.”

“P6 la chuyén cau thwong lam khi di xa ding khong?”

“Khong! Betty la truong hgp khac!”

“Khac thé nao? Ra khdi thanh ph6 tim cuda la thi van la cta la ngoai
thanh pho, phai khong?”

“Khong! T6i khong phan boi vg khi di lam an! Betty chi la...”

Giong Millard dot nhién nho dén noi qua loa ciing kho nghe.

“Betty du do cau dung khong?”

“Pung.”

“Co0 ta khién cau phdi lam nhitng viéc ma cau chwa tirng lam bao gio,
lam cau phat dién 1én, lam cau...”

“Khong! Khong! Toi chi muon lam tinh véi co ay, toi khong muén lam
c6 ay ton thuwong!”

“Im lang nao. Chung ta hdy quay lai thdi diém vao dip Giang sinh nhé.
Cau hen ho lan dau vGi Betty hom d6. Cau c6 hon chic cd ay ngta ngon
khong?”

Manley nam chat chiéc gat tan, tay run ray lam dau thuéc roi ra ban.
“Vao ma.”

“Tiép tuc di. Khong lam gi hon thé a?”

“Khong.”

“Cau hen ho lan thit hai vGi Betty hai ngay trudc Giang sinh dung
khong?”

“Pung.”

“Dén mo, udng rugu, nhac nhe, va cau lam cong viéc can lam cua cau
diung khong?”

“Khi gi6. Ong bé tir ‘diing khong’ day di. Téi hon Betty va co 4y néi
khong thé ngu vai t6i duge vi c6 ay mudn cha ctia diva tré ma co dy sinh ra
phai 1a mot nguwdi hung trong chién tranh, trong khi dé téi lai chi tham gia
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quan doi trong mdt thoi gian ngan. Ca budi c6 ta chi néi dén nhitng thang
ngwoi hung trong chién tranh khi gi6 do!”

Millard ding day. “Tai sao cau lai noi ‘khi gié’, Red?”

“Badi vi toi biét do la nhitng 161 n6i d6i. Betty néi két hon véi ngudi nay
r6i lai dinh hon vdi nguoi kia va téi biét c6 &y mudn bién t6i thanh ké nho
nhoi vi t6i chwa bao gio nhin thay canh chinh chién ca.”

“Co ay c6 dé cap dén tén ngwoi nao khong?”

“Khong, c6 dy chi néi cap bac cua ho. Thiéu ta nay, dai uy kia khién t6i
cam thay xau ho.”

“Cau c6 ghét co ay vi chuyén do khong?”

“Khong! Btrng mém 16i t6i nhw thé.”

Millard du6i ngwoi ditng ddy. “Sau lan hen thit hai do, thi cau gap lai c6
ay khi nao?”

Manley thé dai guc dau 1én ban. “T6i da néi v6i anh toan bd sy viéc dén
ba lan r6i.”

“Chu em nay, cau cang noi lai s6ém bao nhiéu thi cang duwgc vé nha sém
bay nhiéu.”

Manley run ray khoanh tay treéc nguwe. “Sau lan hen thit hai t6i khong
gdp Betty cho dén tan ngay 8 thang 1 khi t6i nhan dwgc bitc dién giri dén
van phong. Trong bitc dién, c6 dy n6i mudn gap toi khi to6i dén Dago ban
hang. T6i goi dién lai va néi budi chiéu ngay hom sau toi sé dén Dago va
t0i sé don c6 ay. Thé roi toi don co ay va dua co ay quay lai Los Angeles.
T6i noi...”

Millard gio mét tay 1én. “Betty c6 néi vi sao c6 &y muodn quay lai Los
Angeles khong?”

“Khong.”

“C0 dy c6 n6i mudn gap ai do khéng?”

“Khong.”
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“Cau lam thé la badi vi cau nghi c6 dy sé dong y cho cau lam chuyén
kia?”

“Pung.”

“Tiép tuc di.”

“T6i dua Betty di cung véi t6i cd ngay hom dé. Co ay ngoi trong xe khi
toi goi dién cho khach hang. Co vai khach hang & Oceanside dat hang nén
chung t6i thué mot nha tro nghi qua dém ¢ do, va...”

“Cau noi lai tén cua nha tro do di.”

“P0 la nha tro Cornucopia.”

“Va Betty lai khong cho cau lam chuyén do?”

“C0 dy... cO dy néi dang dén thang.”

“Va chac chan la cau khong hai long véi nhitng 1y do cii rich nhw thé?”

“Pung.”

“N6 c6 lam cau tic muon phat dién khong?”

“Khi gio, t6i khong giét co ay!”

“Binh tinh nao, cau ngu trén ghé con Betty ngt trén givong phai khong?”

“Pung.”

“Thé budi sang hom sau thi sao?”

“Sang ra ching toi quay lai Los Angeles. Betty di cung vGi toi va ninh
xin t6i nam d6 la nhung t6i tir chdi. Co ay ké cho tdi cau chuyén rat nuc
cwoi va ngd ngan vé viéc c6 ay sé hen gip dita em gai ciia minh truéc
khach san Biltmore. T6i cling mudn thoat khéi c¢6 dy nén tha c6 ay & lai
khach san Biltmore va bé di vao khodng nam gio sang. Tt d6 t6i khong con
gap lai c6 ay cho dén khi nhitng chuyén vé Thugc dwgc den trén bao.”

Millard n6i: “Cau nhin thay c6 ay lan cu6i cung lic nam gio sang th
Sau ngay 10 thang 1 phai khong?”

Manley gat dau. Millard nhin vao guwong chinh lai ca vat va budc ra
ngoai. Ngoai hanh lang, cdc canh sat khac quan ldy anh ta dat cau hai.

https://thuviensach.vn



Harry Sears budc vao can phong; c6 ai do ndi rat to bén canh t6i. “Bay gio
thi cu sé thay vi sao Russ lai cho Harry & day.”

Do 1a Lee. Cau ta dang nhan nhé cwoi rat twoi, nhin vé mat cau ta nhw
vira tron dugc khoan ng thué mot triéu do la. To6i thoi nhe vao c6 cdu ta.
“Chao muirng cau da tré lai véi trai dat.”

Lee cling thoi lai t6i. “Vi cau ma bd dang t6i twoi tinh thé nay day. Ngay
khi cau bo di, Kay cho té udng mickey finn“s, t& ngu lién muwdoi bdy gio va
thitc ddy an nhu thuong luong.”

“Tai cau cho c6 ay di hoc vé nganh y chi¢. Cau nghi truong hgp anh
chang ‘Red’ nay thé nao?”

“Ciing chi la hang nguwdi muén di tim cta la tdm thwong thoi. Cau co
thay thé khong?”

“Rat dang.”

“Cau c6 diéu tra dugc gi ngay hdm qua khong?”

Thay cau ban minh vui vé nhw mot con nguwdi hoan toan khac t6i cung dé
dai bay hon. “Cau da doc bao cao cua t¢ chwa?”

“Roi. O Boi University. Cau da 1am rét t5t v6i truong hop cd bé bé trén
chwa dén tudi tredng thanh kia. Con gi nita khong?”

T6i doi tra hoan toan, trong khi hinh dnh ¢6 nang mdac bo d6 da ca map
gon gang kia ci¥ nhdy mua trong dau. “Khoéng. Con cau?”

Lee vita nhin cham cham vao trong phong vira néi. “Khong, nhung
nhitng gi té néi vé viéc téom co gi khon nan kia van con nguyén gia tri day.
Lay Chua, cau nhin Harry kia.”

T6i nhin theo. Giong noéi ca lam ctia cau ta vang lén trong phong tham
van, tay vung vay chiéc dui cui va moi lan di vong quanh chiéc ban cau ta
lai dap that manh xudng mat ban. Tiéng hét de doa vang lén trong loa, Red
Manley hai tay 6m chat trwdc ngwe run rdy, moi lan Harry dap dui cui
xuong ban cau ta lai giat ban nguoi.
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Lee huych tay t6i. “Russ c6 mot quy tac do la khong hanh hung thuc sy
nhung cau nhin kia...”

T6i kéo tay Lee xudng va nhin qua 16p kinh mot chiéu. Sears van dang
dap chiéc dui cui xuéng ban ngay trréc mat Manley, giong néi ca lap cua
cdu ta trd nén lanh lung. “May muon kiém ctia la va may nghi rang Betty la
cO gai dé dai. Ban dau may dung sitc manh nhung khong c6 tac dung nén
quay sang du do nhung cling khong dat duwgc két qua gi, vi vay may dung
tién mua chudc c6 ay. Nhung diung lan dé c6 ay lai néi dang dén thang.
May muon c6 ay phai dé6 mau dé trad diia. hdy ndi cho tao biét may da rach
vu c6 ay thé nao. ba...”

Manley hét 1én. “Khong!”. Sears dap chiéc dui cui vao gat tan khién dau
thuéc va tan thudc bay t¥ tung. Red can moi dén chdy mau va guc dau
xuong nguc. Sears lai dap dong mdanh kinh v& khién tiéng lodng xodng
vang khap can phong. Manley lam bam. “Khong... khong... khong...
khong... khéng.” Sears rit 1én: “May biét can phdi néi nhitng gi r6i day.
May la loai an gai c6 hang va chac chan la may biét rat nhiéu tu diém chira
gai ro6i. May du do Betty bang vai ly rwgu khién co6 ay noéi ra chuyén vé
nhitng ngwdi ban trai triedc day, may gia vo than thién véi c6 ay nhu mot
nguwoi ban, gia vo 1a mot cwu ha sy, nguwdi da tirng chitng kién canh chién
tranh dé dwoc lot vao mat cda co ay.”

“Khong!”

Sears lai dap dui cui xuéng ban. “Cé day, thang khon, c6 day. Tao nghi
may da dwa co dy dén mot nha kho ngoai troi nao dé nhw kiéu may khu nha
kho cii ctia hdng Ford & Pico Rivera dy. O d6 c6 rat nhiéu day, c6 rat nhiéu
dung cu c6 thé dung dé cat mo va chac chan la may phai chon mét thit roi.
May phoéng hét thit ctia ng chiva trong tinh hoan di r6i méi dit vao ngudi co
ay. Trwedc dé may da dién, nhung lic nay thi may dién thuwe sy. May nghi
dén nhitng c6 gai da cwdi vao mat may vi cai cia quy dé bé qua, va nhitng
lan vg may noi: ‘Red, t6i nay thi khong dwoc vi em bi dau dau.” May téat c6
ay, dé co6 ay xuong danh dap va rach nguwoi c6 ay. Thu nhan di, thang suy
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“Khong!”

Lai c6 tiéng dap ban uynh uynh.

Chiéc ban rung lén trwdc sitc manh ghé gém tir chiéc dui cui. Manley
nhw nhi mudn nhdy ra khoi ghé, néu Sears khong dé thi chac cau ta da 16n
nguoc ra sau roi.

“Co0, Red a, c6 day. May nghi dén tat ca nhitng co gai néi ‘em khong muit
dau’, dén nhitng lan me may phat vao dit may, dén nhitng anh mat thu dich
ma nhitng ngwoi linh khac nhin vao may khi tiéng ken Trombon ctia may
cat 1én. Thang dam dé doén mat, do6 la nhitng gi may dang nghi trong dau
ddy. C6 phai dé la nhitng gi ma Betty dang phai chiu khong?”

Mau ti* miéng Manley chay rong rong nhé ca xudng long trong khi cau
ta run ray. “Khong, xin anh. Thé c6 Chaa chitng kién, t6i khong lam
chuyén db.” Sears quat 1én: “Chda rat ghét nhitng ké noi doi,” va dap ban
lién tuc ba phat - uynh, uynh, uynh. Manley cti dau va bat dau khdc nirc
nd, Sears quy gbi canh chiéc ghé cau ta ngbi. “N6i cho tao biét Betty da la
hét va van xin thé nao! Red, néi vdi tao va néi véi Chua di!”

“Khong, khong. T6i khong lam gi Betty ca.”

“May c6 co6 lam thém mot lan khéng? May c6 tong cdi cua ng clia may
vao moi lan may rach ngwoi c6 ay khong?”

“Khong, Chua oi, khong.”

“Pung day, Red, may c n6i chuyén vGi chia di. Noi véi Chaa chuyén
d6 va chua sé tha thit cho may.”

“Khong, lay Chua.”

“N6i di Red. Né6i v6i Chia may da danh dap, tra tan, day vo c6 dy suot
ba ngay nhu thé nao réi sau do cat c¢6 ay lam hai méanh.”

Sears lai lién tuc dap ban va hat d6 ngwoc ra nha. Manley do dam buéc
ra khoi ghé va nga khuyu xuéng. Cau ta nam chat tay 1am bam: “Chda sé
che chd cho toi, t6i sé khong can,” va bat khoc mic né. Sears nhin cham
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cham vao cwra kinh, vé lwdng ly hién r6 trén khuon mat. Cau ta vung tay to
vé khong dong y va budc ra khoi phong.

Russ Millard gdp cdu ta ¢ ngay ngoai gian phong va dan di cho khac
tranh ddam dong cac canh sat dang ding quanh quan & d6. Nghe loang
thoang cau chuyén ctia ho toi hiéu dugce dai y 1a: Ca hai nguwdi déu cho rang
cau ta vo toi nhung van muon thit thach va do nhip tim cho chac chan.
Quay nhin vao trong t6i thdy Lee va mot nguwdi khac mac do dan sy dang
cong tay Red va dwa cau ta ra khéi phong. Lee té ra rat than thién, mét tay
quang qua vai noi chuyén nhe nhang. Pam dong giai tan khi ca ba nguoi
cung leo lén chiéc xe hom. Harry Sears quay lai phong thdm van thu don
dong do nat do chinh minh gay ra; Millard quay sang t6i. “H6m qua cau da
c6 ban bao céo rat tot day, Bleichert.”

To6i néi: “Cam on anh,” va biét rang t6i dang bi gilt chan vao vu nay. Toi
nhin thang vao mat anh ta va hoéi: “Sau day to6i sé phai lam gi?”

“Cau phai la ngudi néi véi toi diéu do chi.”

“Trwdc tién anh sé cho t6i quay lai lam cong viéc diéu tra binh thuwong
diung khong?”

“Sai, nhwng cau ci néi tiép di.”

“Pugc roi. Vay thi ching ta sé diéu tra lai khu vyc Biltmore va c6 gang
tai hién lai viéc di chuyén cta Betty Short tit ngay 10 khi Red bé roi c6 ay
dén ngay 12 hay 13 gi d6 khi c6 ay dwgc phat hién ra. Ching ta sé khoanh
vung khu vuyc, so sanh doi chiéu cac chitng c& va hy vong sé khong bi
nhung cu dién thoai gia doi kia danh lac huéng diéu tra.”

“Noéi tiép di.”

“Betty rat thich dong phim va la nguoi song buong thd, c6 ay khoe
khoang da tirng tham gia mot bo phim vao cudi thang 11 nam ngoadi, vi vay
toi nghi néu duwgc maoi tham gia mot vai nao dé chac chan co ay sé khong tw
choi. T6i nghi chiing ta nén hoi cac nha san xuat va phu trach vai dién xem
thé nao.”
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Millard mim cuoi. “Sang nay t6i goi dién cho Buzz Meeks. Cau ta la cyu
sy quan canh sat va hién la nguoi phu trach an ninh cua hang Hughes
Aircratt. Cau ta la nhan vien khong chinh thitc ctia S& phu trach lién lac véi
cac truong quay, va cau ta sé la ngwoi di tim hiéu. Cau dang lam rat tot,
Bucky a. Ct thé phat huy nhé.”

To6i lwdng Iy - nita mudn gay an twgng vai sép ctia minh nira mudn ty
minh diéu tra co a lesbian lam tién nhiéu cda kia. L&i khen ctia Millard cé
vé gi hoi ha c6 nhung c6 thé do cling la cach dé gitr chan mot canh sat tré
nhu t6i tham gia cong viéc ma minh khéng mudn. Hinh dnh vé Madeleine
Cathcart Sprague lai tran ngap trong dau, to6i néi: “Tat ca nhitng gi t6i biét
dé la anh nén can than vdi Loew va mdy thang tay sai cta anh ta. Toi
khong dé cap dén chuyén do6 trong bao cao nhung Betty Short san sang lam
chuyén do6 khi co ay can tién nhung Loew sé coi do la diéu nham nhi. T6i
nghi anh ta sé tim cach gi d6 dé chitng minh c6 dy chi la ngwoi dan ba di
thod. Anh ta cang chiém dwgc nhiéu cam tinh cta dw ludn déi véi co gai thi
anh ta cang dugc khen nggi véi tu cach la ay vién cong t6 quan khi vu an
duwoc duwa ra xét xir.”

Millard cuwdi rat to. “Nay, cau khéng c6 y dinh goi sép ctia minh la ké
giau giém chitng c@ day chi?”

T6i chot nghi minh ciing c6 hanh dong twong tw. “Dung, t6i con cé thé
goi anh ta la loai vo liem si.”

Millard néi: “Dugc ddy,” va dua cho t6i mot to gidy. “Anh chup Betty &
nhitng noi khac nhau - nha hang, quan bar & Wilshire. Cau cé thé diéu tra
doc 1ap hodc lam cung véi Blanchard cling dwoc, toi khong quan tam.”

“T6i muon kiém tra lai khu vue Biltmore.”

“Tuy cau, nhwng tot nhat nén cé nhitng nguwdi thong thao dia ban dén do
diéu tra va t6i cling khong mudn nghe nhitng cudc dién thoai goi y ngd
ngan kia nita.”

“Anh sé lam gi?”
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Millard mim cuwdi c6 vé buon. “Sé dé y dén ga vo liém si gidu giém
chitng cé kia va bon day t¢ ctia anh ta dé bon ho khong thé dung bién phap
du do anh chang Red vo t0i kia thd nhan.”

Khong thdy Lee dau nita toi danh mdt minh di diéu tra khu vic quan
Wilshire, cadc nha hang, quan bar, diém tap trung dong nguwoi ¢ duwong
Western, dwong Normandie, va duong so6 3 - Nhitng ngwoi t6i hoi chuyén
da s6 la dan hay la ca & cac quan bar, nhitng tay mudn giét thdi gian san
sang gdy roi voi co quan chitc nang hay chuyén tro lién mém véi bat ky
nguoi nao thay vi tim manh 16i lam an nhuv moi nguoi thuong lam @ cac
quan regu. Muon c6 thong tin nhwng ngwdi nao t6i hoi cling san sang x0 ra
ca bai dién van doc dwgc trén bao hay nghe radio vé viéc Betty Short c6
dén Dago cung vGi Manley hay di dau dé va bi tra tan dén chét. T6i cang
kién nhan nghe thi ho lai cang néi nhiéu vé ban than minh, t6 ra bu6n va
thwong x6t cho c6 nang Thwgc duwge den kia ma theo ho rat cé trién vong
tré thanh ngo6i sao cia Hollywood. Nghe ho néi ci nhw ho san sang danh
do6i ca cudc song cia minh dé c6 duge nhitng bai bdo mui man kia trén
trang dau. T6i long ghép cd nhitng cau héi vé Linda Martin/Lorna
Martilkova, tén Nash va Madeleine Cathcart Sprague va chiéc Packard mau
trang cta cO ta, nhung tat cad nhitng gi t6i chitng kién chi la nhitng khuon
madt ngdy ra sitng s0. T6i quyét dinh ban bao cao diéu tra dia ban cua toi sé
chi vén ven may tu: “Toan chuyén vé van!”

Gan dén toi thi cong viéc diéu tra cua toi hoan thanh va toi lai xe vé nha
an toi.

Vira dirng xe t6i thady Kay lao ra khéi ctta chay xudng bac thang, vitt ca
dong gidy xuodng bai cé roi lai chay vao trong khi Lee dudi theo c6 vira vay
tay vira goi. Toi budc dén cii xem dong gidy, toan la caic mau bao cao cta
S& canh sat thanh pho Los Angeles. Lat xem qua toi thady cac bao cao tir dia
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ban gwi vé, tap hgp chitng cd, bdo cdo tham van, danh muc cac 16i mach
bdo, va bao cdo kham nghiém t¢ thi day da - tit cd déu c6 dong chir E.
Short, nit, ngay chét 15/01/1947 danh may & dau trang. Tat ca so gidy t0
nay ro rang la dugc lay trém tir Boi University va viéc s& hitu né co thé
khién Lee bi dinh chi cong tac.

Kay lai quay ra v&i mot dong gidy khac va hét Ién: “Sau tat ca nhitng gi
da xdy ra va sap xay ra, tai sao anh cé thé lam viéc nay dwgc? That dién
khung khong thé chap nhan dwoc!” Co6 quang luon dong gidy xudng canh
dong trwdc; lan nay dong chit duwong sé 39 va duong Norton dap vao mat
t0i. Lee nam tay Kay giit chat trong khi c6 vung vay. “Khi gio, anh biét
nhitng thit nay la nhuw thé nao v4i em ma. Anh biét ma. Bay gio anh sé di
thué phong dé gi* n6, nhung anh yéu, anh da ltira déi em. N6 la ctia em va
em can anh... anh biét ma.”

Hai ngudi nhin thay t6i va Lee néi. “Bucky, cau néi véi co ay di. Co ay
dé nghe cau hon.”

Do 1a vu cdi co lién quan dén Thuge dwge buén cwdi nhat ma toi thay.
“Kay noi ding. Cau da pham it nhat la ba 16i lién quan dén vu nay va moi
viéc dang bat dau lan ra day...” t6i ngap nging nghi dén nhitng gi t6i da vi
pham va noi t6i dinh sé dén dém nay. Quay sang Kay, t6i doi han giong:
“Anh hta danh cho cdu dy mdt tuan dé lam vu nay, cé nghia la con bon
ngay nita. Bén tht Tw moi viéc sé cham dut.”

Kay thg dai. “Anh Dwight, d6i khi anh lai té ra qua nhu nhwgc day,” va
bd vao nha. Lee dinh néi diéu gi d6 hai hwdc nhung téi béd mdc cdu ta cung
v6i dong gidy va di ra xe ctia minh.

Chiéc Packard trang van dau & vi tri nhw dém qua. T6i dau xe ngay sau
né va ng6i quan sat. Cui ngwoi thdp xudng & ghé trudc, toi ngdi may gio
lién quan sat ngwdi ra vao ba quan bar trong khu nha. Thoi khac nira dém
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dén roi qua, cac c6 nang bat dau xudt hién ngay cang dong - chu yéu la cac
a lesbian dang v06i vang tim dén cac buéng quay tam & phia bén kia duong.
Thé r6i c6 ta cling bwdc ra khoi ctra cia quan La Verne’s Hideaway mot
minh, dién chiéc vay bang lua xanh.

T6i budce ra khoi ghé bén danh cho khach phia tredc ding lic c6 ta budc
xuong mép dwong va li€c mat nhin t6i. “C6 ha c6 dén day sao, co
Sprague?”

Madeleine Sprague dirng lai, to6i buwéc dén. Co ta tho tay vao tui 1dy chia
khoa xe va mot x4p tién. “Cha lai choi tro gian diép roi. Ong dy dang di van
dong thuyét Calvanist! r6i va anh khong can qua than trong thé dau.” C6 ta
chuyén sang bat chwéc giong dan 6ng Scotland phat am rat rd chit ‘r’: “Con
gai yéu, con khong nén dén nhitng noi khong phu hgp véi minh nhw thé
nay. Sé khong t6t néu nguoi ta nhin thdy con & day, nhat la nhitng c6
lesbian.”

Hai chan t6i run ban bat nhw khi cho hiéu 1énh bat dau vong dau dau
tien. ToOi noi: “Toi la canh sat.”

Medeleine trg lai giong binh thuong. “Vay sao? Bay gio cha toi lai thue
ca canh sat theo doi t6i?”

“Ong 4y khong thué t6i.”

Co ta chia xap tién ra va nhin t6i. “Khong, c6 thé 1a khong. Anh sé an
mac lich sy hon néu anh lam viéc cho 6ng ay. Vi vay, chac anh la ngudi cua
canh sat West Valley. Anh da tong tién quan bar La Verne nén anh nghi anh
c thtr tong tién ca khach hang cta ho.”

Toi cam x4p tién va dém duwoc tong s6 hon 100 do la va dwa trd lai co ta.
“T6i la canh sat diéu tra &n mang cia S& canh sat thanh pho Los Angeles
va toi dén day vi chuyén lién quan dén Elizabeth Short va Linda Martin.”

Medeleine ngay lap tic thay doéi thai do xac xwgc, vé mat co ta té ra lo
lang va t6i nhan thay co ta chi giong Betty/Beth & kiéu toc va cach trang
diém. Nhin chung nhitng ddc diém ctia c6 ta khong tinh té nhw c6 nang
Thuge dwgce kia va chi c6 nét gi d6 bén ngoai hoi giong. Téi nhin k§ khuon
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mit: Anh mét 16 16 vé hét hoang du6i anh sang dén dudng, trdn c6 nép
nhan nhw khi ndo bo ctia c6 ta phai lam viéc qua sttc. Hai tay c0 ta run ray
nén to6i cam luén ca chia khoa xe va tién quang lén thung chiéc Packard.
Biét c6 thé sé tim dwgc manh moi gi dé vé mu téc ngan kia toi néi: “Co céd
thé nbéi chuyén véi toi ¢ day hodc vao trong phé ciing dwgc, thwa co
Sprague. Chi yéu cau c6 khong dwoc noi doi. Co biét co ta va néu co qua
mat t6i thi cho chiing ta néi chuyén sé la don canh sat va rat nhiéu nguwoi
biét dén.”

C6 nang kiéu ngao cubi cling ciing phai khuét phuc. T6i nhéc lai: “O day
hay vao ph6?” Co ta mé& cira xe bén mé hanh khach ngoéi vao va trugt sang
bén danh cho nguwdi 14i, toi cing ngoi vao vGi co6 ta va bat dén & bang diéu
khién dé t6i c6 thé nhin dwoc nét mat co ta. Cé mui da boc va mui nwéc hoa
da lau trong xe, t6i néi: “Hay cho t6i biét c6 quen Betty Short trong bao
lau?”

Madeleine Sprague c6 vé lo lang. “Sao anh biét la tdi c6 biét co dy?”

“T6i hdm qua c6 da voi vang bo di khi t6i héi ngudi phuc vu quay bar vé
chuyén nay. Thé con Linda Martin, chac c6 ciing biét c6 bé chit?”

Madeleine xoa tay doc theo vo lang. “Tat ca chi la sy tinh co. T6i gap
Betty va Linda & quan bar La Verne cudi nam ngodi. Betty néi dé la lan dau
tién c6 ta dén va sau d6 t6i c6 néi chuyén vdi co6 dy mot lan niva. Linda thi
t0i c6 ndi chuyén vai lan nhung ciing chi 1a nhitng chuyén tam phao & quan
bar thoi.”

“Chinh x4c la khi nao vao cudi nam ngoai?”

“T6i nghi la thang 11.”

“C0 c6 tinh ty vdi ai trong s6 ho khong?”

Madeleine do dy. “Khong.”

“Tai sao khong? Cha phai muc dich cia cac ¢6 khi dén do la thé?”

“Cung khong hoan toan nhv vay.”

Toi dat tay lén vai co ta. “Co co phdi lesbian khong?”
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Madeleine lai dung thi¢ giong Scotland cta cha c6 ta. “Anh chi c6 thé néi
vay khi nhin thdy t6i lam chuyén dé.”

T6i mim cwdi va vo nhe 1én vai co ta. “Co6 nghia la c6 chi chuyén tro tam
phao v6i Linda Martin va Betty Short & quan bar cocktail hai thang truéc
thoi?”

“Pung, do6 chinh la nhitng gi t6i mu6n noi véi anh.”

“Thé thi tai sao c0 lai phai v6i vang lan di vao t6i hom qua?”

Madeleine ddo mat lién tuc. “Anh nay,” lai th giong Scotland. T6i néi,
“Ping gid giong do nita va vao thang van dé di.” Co nang kiéu ngao thay
déi ngay: “Thua ong, cha t6i 14 Emmett Sprague. Ong ay 1a nguoi da bé
tién ra xay dung mot nita khu Hollywood va Long Beach, con nhitng cho
ong dy khong xay dung thi 6ng ay bo tién ra mua. Ong ay khong thich thién
ha dam tiéu vé gia dinh minh cling khéng hé mudn con gai cia mot dng
trum bi tham van vé vu viéc cta c6 nang Thuwgc dwge den - cling khong
muon con gai ong dy la nguwdi chi dong da chan t6 tinh vGi co gai da chét ¢
cau lac b danh cho lesbian xuat hién trén bao. Bay gid thi anh da hiéu
chua?”

T6i ndi: “Co vé hao nhoang qua nhi,” va lai vo vao vai ¢o ta.

Madeleine day tay t6i ra va thd dai: “Liéu tén t6i cd xuat hién trong ho
so cda canh sat va ca nhitng chang canh sat tép riu lan dam nha bao nghiép
dw cling déu biét dén?”

“Co thé c6 ma cling c6 thé 1a khong.”

“Vay thi toi phai lam gi dé git kin chuyén d6?”

“Co0 phai cho t6i biét vai chuyén.”

“Anh noi cu thé di.”

“Truwdc tién c6 cho toi biét dn twgng ctia co6 vé Betty va Linda. Co la
nguoi thong minh - cho t6i biét y kién xac dang ctia minh di.”

Madeleine vo tay vao vo lang sau d6 lai vo vao bang diéu khién. “Ho
khong di cdp v6i nhau. Ho chi dén quan Hideaway dé xin an uéng.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Can c vao dau co cé thé khang dinh dwgc diéu d6?”

“T6i thay ho ve van tan tinh khach qua day.”

T6i nghi dén mu dan ba trong gidéng dan 6ng ma Marjorie Graham nhac
dén. “Cé vi khach nao dang chd y khong? Y t6i mudn héi nhitng nguoi
mang phong cach dan ong ay.”

Madeleine cwoi to. “Khong, nhitng nguoi téi gap déu rat ni tinh.”

“Ho la nhitng ai?”

“Chi la nhitng khach t6i chwa tirng gdp bao gio.”

“Hodc la cho dén thoi diem do.”

“Pung, cho dén thoi diém dé.”

“Co0 noi chuyén gi voi ho?”

Madeleine cuwdi to hon. “Linda ké vé nhitng anh chang ma c6 ay bé mac
& Hicktown, bang Nebraska, hay chuyén qué hwong cta co ay, con Betty ké
nhitng chuyén néng bong nhat trong thé gidi dién anh. N6i chuyén thi ai ma
cha néi duogc, chi cé diéu la ho xinh hon t6i.”

T6i mim cwdi va noi: “Co cling rat xinh ddy chi.”

Madeleine mim cuwdi dap lai: “Anh khong thuc 1ong roéi. Toi mét réi, anh
khong dinh bat téi phéi chitng minh 1a t6i da khong giét Betty ddy chi? Va
néu toi chitng minh dwoc thi liéu tro ngd ngan nay c6 cham dit khong?”

“T6i sé hoi c6 ngay day. Betty c6 bao gio nhac dén viéc c6 ay dong phim
khong?”

“Khong, nhung néi chung c6 ay la nguoi rat yéu dién anh.”

“Co dy c6 bao gio cho cd6 xem mét chiéc kinh ngam khéng? D6 la mot
loai 6ng kinh c6 day deo.”

“Khong.”

“Thé con Linda? Co6 4y c6 nhac dén chuyén dong phim ctia minh
khong?”

“Khong, chi nhac dén nhitng anh chang & Hicktown thoi.”
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“Theo c0 thi c6 ta sé di dau néu muon lan tron?”

“T6i nghi c6 ay sé quay lai Hicktown, Nebraska.”

“Ngoai cho d6?”

“Thé thi t6i khong biét. T6i c6 thé...”

To6i lai dat tay 1én vai Madeleine, Ian nay thi ctt chi cta t6i nhe nhang
hon. “DPugc, cho t6i biét chitng c& ngoai pham cta c6 di. Co da & dau va
lam gi ti thit Hai vira roi, ngay 13 thang 1 dén thi Tw ngay 15?”

Madeleine dua tay lén che miéng hat hoi. “T6i & nha cda t6i & Laguna ti
toi thit Bay dén sang thit Ba. B6 me va Martha, em gai t6i cling & nha, ca
nhitng ngwdi phuc vu nita. Néu anh muon kiém tra thi ci¢ goi cho bo to6i. S6
dién thoai nha t6i 1a s6 & Webster va 4391, nhung anh phai gitt bi mat.
DPirng néi vdi bo toi la anh da gap t6i. Anh con cau héi nao khong?”

Manh moi riéng cta téi vé Thugc dwge da hét tdc dung nhwng du sao no
cling goi y cho t6i mot hudng diéu tra khac. “Co chit. C6 da bao gio lam
chuyén do véi dan ong chwa?”

Madeleine dat tay 1én dau goi t6i. “Pa lau roi t6i khong gap ngudi nao
ung y. Nhung toi sé lam chuyén do6 véi anh néu anh dong y khong cho nhac
dén tén toi trén bao.”

Hai chan toi té citng. “T6i mai a?”

“Dugc thoi. Bon toi luc tam gio nhuw mot ngwoi dan ong binh thwong.
Dia chi la s6 482 dwong South Muirfield.”

“T6i biét cho do roi.”

“Khong c6 gi dang ngac nhién ca. Tén anh la gi nhi?”

“Bucky Bleichert.”

Madeleine néi: “Rat hgp vdi con ngwoi anh.”

T6i néi: “8 gio t6i,” va voi vang budc ra khoi xe khi chan con ctt dong
duoc.
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Chuong 11

Lee no6i: “Cau c6 muon xem phim chién tranh t6i nay & rap Wiltern
khong? Pang c6 phim Dempsey, Ketchel, va Greg. Cau thay thé nao?”

Chung t6i dang ngoi doi dién vdi nhau trong phong lam viéc & tai Doi
University truc nghe dién thoai. Nhan vién dugce giao phu trach nghe dién
thoai vé vu Betty Short nay nghi ngay Chu nhat nén ching t6i phai luan
phién tryc thay. Suét hon mot gid qua ching tdi ngoi nghe va lién tuc ghi
chép nhitng 161 goi y ma ngwoi dan goi dén thong bao, 10i ché bai “khong
c6 nghi Iyc” cua Kay van quanh quan chi phéi ching t6i. Quay sang nhin
Lee, t6i thdy mat ciu ta da bat dau do dan va t6i biét thuéc Benzedrine da
hét tac dung. T6i noi: “Té khong thé di dwoc.”

“Sao khong?”

“T& c6 hen.”

Lee cudi nhan nho. “Vay sao? Vi ai thé?”

T6i khong trd 10i ma chuyén chu dé. “Cau da lam lanh tré lai véi Kay
chua?”

“Roi, t& thué mét phong ¢ khach san El Nido & géc dwong Santa Monica
va dwong Wilcox dé chita nhitng thit d6. Mat chin d6 mot tuan ddy, nhung
cling dang gia néu lam c6 ay thoai mai.”

“Ngay mai De Witt sé dugc tha ra ddy. T¢ nghi phai gay ap lwc doi voi
han, c6 thé Vogel va Koenig sé lam viéc nay.”

Lee da bay sot rac dé dudi chan khién gidy vun va vo ca phé bay t tung
va moi nguoi xung quanh chi y. Bung ltic dé chudng dién thoai reo.
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Lee nhac mdy. “Phong cénh sat diéu tra an mang, trung uy Blanchard
nghe day.”

T6i ngo6i nhin Lee nghe dién thoai. Thi Tw, vu Thuwge duge nay da sap
hét thoi gian, r6i n6 sé tr6i vao di vang vinh vién, va t6i phan van khong
biét r6i cau ta cé tir bd dwgc Benzedrine hay khong. Madeleine Sprague lai
xuat hién trong dau t6i - d6 la sy xuat hién thi chin triéu ké tir khi c6 ta néi
“t6i sé lam chuyén do6 v6i anh néu anh dong y khong cho nhac dén tén toi
trén bao”. Ndy gio Lee van ng6i nghe dién thoai khong hé ngat 10i, cling
khong hé binh luan hay dat cau héi gi cd; wéc gi dién thoai cua t6i cling kéu
dé xua di hinh dnh ctia Madeleine Sprague.

Lee dat 6ng nghe xu6ng va t6i héi ngay. “Co gi hay khong?”

“Lai mot thang dién.”

“Cau hen vai ai toi nay?”

“Co hang xém ay ma.”

“Mot co gai xinh dep phai khong?”

“Cling dang yéu. Ban nay, néu t¢ con thay cau vui vé dugc sau ngay thi
Ba t6i thi tran ddu Bleichert-Blanchard sé tai dién.”

Lee cwoi nhan nhdé rat twoi. “D6 1a tran ddu Blanchard-Bleichert, va cau
lai thua. Té udng ca phé day, cau cé dung mot chut khong?”

“Cho t¢ ca phé den, khong duong.”

“Co ngay day.”

T6i nghe tong s6 bon muwoi sdu cudc dién thoai goi dén dwa ra ggi y nhan
xét va mot nira trong so6 dé kha chat ché, 16-gic. Vira dau gio chiéu Lee da
chuon con t6i phdi cam cui danh may ban bao cdo van tat mdi cia Rus
Millard. Red Manley da dwgc tha vé v6i vg sau khi viegt qua duwge may
phat hién néi doéi va kiém tra nhip tim, cac birc thw tinh ctia Betty ciing
duwgc xem xét ky lwdng. Mot s6 ban tinh ctia ¢6 ay da xac dinh dugc va loai
boé khoéi danh sach nghi ngo, nhitng ngwdi xuat hién trong anh cling vay.
Viéc tham dinh nhitng nguwdi con lai van dang dugc tién hanh, va bén trai
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linh Camp Cook ciling goi dién thong bao mot anh linh c6 di lai v&i Betty
h6i nam 1943 vira bi thiét mang trong vu xam chiém Normandy. Xac minh
thong tin vé viéc dinh hon va két hon cta Betty cho thay chwa hé c6 bat ky
gidy dang ky két hon nao dwoc cdp cho co ta.

Ngoai nhitng théng tin trén, ban bdo cdo chang con gi dang quan tam.
Nhitng bién s6 xe ma Lee chup dwgc & can nha tam cta tén Nash kia khong
néi 1én diéu gi. Hon ba tram nguwoi goi dién dén S& canh sat thanh phd Los
Angeles va cac don vi thudc canh sat hat thong bao nhin thay Thuwgc dugc.
Gan mot tram ngwdi goi dén nhan toi trong dé c6 bon ngudi chwra xac dinh
duwoc chitng c@ ngoai pham dang bi giam trong trai tam giam cta S& tw
phap chd ngay dwgc tha hodc bi dwa dén Camarillo. Hoat dong diéu tra
ngoai dia ban cling duwgc day nhanh - tong s6 da c6 190 ngudi dwoc giao
tham gia pha vu nay. Tia hy vong duy nhat la két qua diéu tra hém 17/01
cta toi: Phat hién thdy Linda Martin/Lorna Martilkova xuat hién tai hai
quan bar cocktail & Encino, lvc lwgng da dugce tang cuwong dén khu vue dé
bat c6 ta. T6i danh mdy xong ban bao cdo va tham nghi rang tha pham giét
chét Elizabeth Short sé khong bao gid bi phat hién vi vay toi quyét dinh bé
tién danh cwgc “khong tim dwgce thu pham - hai an mot.”

Pruing 8 gid toi t6i bAm chudng cira nha Sprague. T6i mdc bd d6 dep nhat
ctia minh - 40 ngan tay mau xanh da trdi bén ngoai, s mi trang, quan bang
vai flanen mau xam - t6i con mang tién theo ngwoi nhw dé chitng to thai do
quy gobi thich nghi cua t6i v6i bén ngoai va tham nhu sé cdi quan do ngay
khi t6i va Madeleine dén diém hen. Mudi tiéng rong ra nghe dién thoai
khién t6i van con choang vang mdc du da tam truwdc khi di, va tai trai toi
van con dau vi nghe qua nhiéu nhitng chuyén nham nhi vé Thugc dugec.

Madeleine mé& ctra trong bd trang phuc vdy ngan va do bé vai lua
casomia. Co6 ta cam tay nhin t6i c6 vé do xét va néi: “Anh nay, em khong
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muén néi diéu ndy nhung bé em da nghe néi vé anh. Ong nai ni doi moi
anh & lai an t6i. Em noi ching ta gap nhau tai trién 1am nghé thuat ¢ ctra
hang sach Stanley Rose, vi vy néu anh c6 héi moi ngudi dé kiém tra
chitng cd ngoai pham ctia em thi phai khéo 1éo nhé. Bugc khong?”

T6i ndi: “Pugc théi,” va dé Madeleine khoac tay dan vao nha. Khu nghi
chan & 16i vao mang dac trung phong cach Tay Ban Nha: Twong mau trang
duwgc trang tri bang tdm tham théu va nhitng thanh gwom treo bat chéo
nhau, san nha lam bang go6 trai thdm cua ving vinh Péc-xich rat day. L6i di
dan vao phong khach rat rong va nam tinh - ghé boc da mau xanh c6 tay
vin xép xung quanh day ban thap va sopha loai nhé; 16 swdi xay bang da rat
to; nhitng tdm tham nhé trdi nén mang phong cach phwong Pong nhiéu
mau sac, va duge ghép lai véi nhau tir nhiéu goc do dé 160 khoang nén nha
Op g0 soi lam vién xung quanh. Twong nha 6p go anh dao treo cac birc vé
canh gia dinh va dong ho bang muc nau dé dong khung can than.

T6i thay c6 mot con ché nhéi bong giong spanhon dat trén 10 sudi, trong
miéng nhét t0 bao da nga mau vang. Madeleine giai thich: “D6 la con
Balto, con to bao la to Thoi bdao Los Angeles ngay 1 thang 8, 1926. B¢ la
ngay cha em trd thanh trieu pha con Balto la vat nudi caa nha em khi dé.
Nhan vién ké toan ctia bo em goi dién dén thong bao: ‘Emmett, anh da trd
thanh triéu phi.” Lic dé b6 em dang lau sting va con Balto cap td bao chay
vao. B6 em mudn né phai hién dang cudc doi dé ghi lai thoi khac d6 nén da
ban né. Néu nhin k¥ anh sé thdy vét dan ¢ nguwc. Anh ding héi hop. Con
day la anh gia dinh em.”

T6i im lang dé Madeleine dan vao mot phong khac nho hon cung treo
cac birc anh dwgce dong khung can than; trong phong da cé ba nguwdi nha
Sprague ngoi trén ghé c6 tay vin. Tat cd déu nhin 1én khi t6i budc vao
nhung khong ai ditng day. Toi mim cuwoi ngwong ngung: “Chao moi
nguoi.” Madeleine gidi thiéu trong khi t6i trdé mat ra nhin.

“Anh Bucky, em xin phép gigi thiéu gia dinh. Pay la me em Ramona
Cathcart Sprague; b6 em, Emmett Sprague; con day la em gai em, Martha
McConville Sprague.”
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Ba nguoi twédng nhw bat dong kia bay gid maGi khé gt dau mim cuoi.
Emmett Sprague ditng day chia tay ra. T6i néi: “Rat vui dwgc gap cha
Sprague,” va bat tay nhin 6ng ta trong khi 6ng ta ciing nhin t6i. Emmett
Sprague nguoi thdp va dam, khuén mat nhin rat phong tran, toc da bac
trang. T6i doan 6ng ta khodng nam muoi tudi, kiéu bat tay ctia ong ta
chitng t6 con nguwoi da ting lam rat nhiéu cong viéc chan tay. Giong
Scotland cua 6ng ta rat ro rang chit khong hé giong kiéu Madeleine bat
chudce: “T6i da xem cau dau véi Mondo Sachez. Cau ding la mot hinh mau
cua Billy Conn#.”

Toi nghi dén Sanchez, vo si hang trung ma toi da tirng dau vi 6ng bau
muon t6i phai day cho may anh chang vo si ngwdi Méhicé mot bai hoc.
“Cam on chu Sprague.”

“Cam on cau da cong hién mot tran dau dep. Mondo ciing la mot vo si
hay. Sau tran d6 cau ta thé nao?”

“Cau ta chét vi bi soc thuoc.”

“Chua phu ho cho cau ay. Cling may la cau ta con khong bé mang trén
san dau vi néu thé gia dinh ciu ta sé buén ghé gém. Lai néi dén gia dinh,
mai cau bat tay véi thanh vién con lai trong gia dinh t6i.”

Nghe noi thé Martha Sprague ditng day ngay. Co bé cling thap, béo, toc
nau va rat giong bo, mat rat sang nhwng co lai day nhitng vét seo do mun va
vét cao cdu dé lai. Cé 1€ sé chang bao gio nét tré con kia cé thé phat trién
dé trd thanh vé dep ctia ngudi thiéu niv. T6i bat tay va cam thay thuwong hai;
c6 nang nhan ra y nghi cua t6i ngay, anh mat ryc 1én sy tirc gian khi rit tay
Ve.

Ramona Sprague la nguwoi duy nhat trong ba ngwoi cé nét giong
Madeleine; néu khong cé ba ay thi cé 1€ t6i da 1am twdng Madeleine 1a con
nhan. Méc du da trac tudi nam muoi nhung téc ba ta van den mwot, da hoi
xanh xam, ngoai ra khong con vé gi hdap dan. Bat tay t6i, ba ta noi:
“Medeleine da ké rat nhiéu diéu t6t vé cau,” nhuwng toi van cam thdy cé gi
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dé khong dugce trong cac 10i khen cua ba ta. Khong c6é mui rwgu trong hoi
thd nhung ba ta c6 sdng vi thudc hay khong thi toi chwa biét dugc.

Medeleine thd dai: “Bd, ching ta an dugc chwa? Bucky va con mudn
xem budi chiéu lac 9 gio 30.”

Emmett vO vao vai t6i than thién. “T6i luon tuan Iénh c6 con gai 16n.
Bucky nay, cau sé vui long ké cho ching t6i chuyén dau quyén anh va nghé
canh sat cha?”

“Vang, trong khi an chau sé ké,” toi noi.

Sprague lai vo lwng t6i, lan nay manh hon. “Chac chan sé cé nhiéu
chuyén hay. Nao, ca nha dén gio an t6i roi.”

Chung t6i cing budc vao phong an rat rong va ciing dugc 6p go. Ban an
dat gitra phong va da c6 san nam ghé. Xe chd do an dang & ctra va toi ngti
thdy ngay mui thit bd mudi va bip cai. Ong Sprague néi: “Bita com than
mat vGi nhitng con ngudi chan tinh, d6 an ngon danh cho nhitng nguwoi
dang déi. Ca nha ngoi xuong di. Co6 hau gai di dv gap mat nhitng nguoi
dung ta thuat tai sinh vao t6i Cha nhat hang tuan roi, chi con ching ta vai
nhau théi.”

T6i tw 1ay thitc an vao dia cho minh. Martha Sprague rét rwgu con
Madeleine ciing ty 1dy cho minh mo6i thit mot chit va ngbi xudng ban,
khong quén liéc mat c6 y bao téi ngoi canh c6. Toi lam theo trong khi
Martha Ién tiéng: “Con mudn ngoi doi dién vdi anh Bleichert dé vé anh ay.”

Emmett nhdy mat vdi toi. “Bucky, cau sé bi biém hoa khing khiép day.
Cay but chi cia Martha khong tha th cho ai dau. M&i mudi chin tudi
nhung da trd thanh hoa sy an khach. Maddy la c6 con gai yéu cua toi con
Martha la thién tai cta t6i.”

Martha cau c6 dat dia thitc an cung véi chiéc gia vé nho doéi dién véi toi
va ngo6i xudng. Ramona Sprague ngoi canh vo tay c6 nang nhac nhé.
Emmett ditng canh ghé & dau ban mdi moi ngwoi: “Chic tinh ban cua
ching ta ngay cang t6t dep va tran dau quyén anh dinh cao.”
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T6i no6i: “Pong y,” va cat mot lat bo nwéng. Thit qua béo va khd nhung
t0i c6 khong to vé gi ra mat: “Mon rat ngon.”

Ramona Sprague nhin t6i nhung khong t6 vé gi. Emmett noi: “Lancey,
c6 hau nha t6i tin vao ta thuat, né phu chd ca bo va mudn cau xin Pitc chia
Gié-su bién quy dit thanh thi dang yéu. Nhan tién nhac dén c6 hau da mau
cta chung ta, cdu cam thay thé nao khi ban ha hai tén nghién kia, Bucky?”

Madeleine 1am bam: “B6 em rat hai huwéc.”

Emmett phat hién ra va cwdi mot minh. “Pung, bo rat hai hudc. Con nén
gan giii v4i nhitng nguwdi hai hwdc sap dén tudi sdu muoi, ho sé sém bi lao
suy va nham lan ma dé lai ca ngai vang cho con thtra ké.”

Toi bat cudi dé 16 cd ham rang to. Martha ngay lap titc cam cay bt chi
vé lai hinh anh. “Chau khéng qua nang né vé chuyén gi. Thuc ra moi nguai
déeu thé.”

“Thé con ban cdu? Anh chang téc vang ma cau dau nam ngodi thi sao?”

“Lee thwdng nang né véi moi chuyén hon chau.”

Emmett néi: “Nhitng ngudi téc vang thwong rat nhay cam, ti cling la
nguoi téc vang nén toi biét. Rat may la trong nha con cé hai ngudi toc nau
dé can bang lai. Maddy va Ramona c6 su kién tri can thiét ma t6i va Martha
khong c6.”

Néu khong dang ban nhai thitc an thi chac téi da cwoi pha 1én. Toi nghi
dén c6 con gai hu héng ma sau day tdi sé dugc tha sitc hoanh hanh va nu
cwoi tham lang cua ba me dang ngoi doi dién vdi toi. S khong kim nén noi
tiéng cuoi, toi voi vang nudt thitc an khong giau dugce tiéng ¢ va nang ly.
“Chiac mirng cha vi da lam chau cwoi lan dau tién trong vong mot tuan
nay.”

Ramona nhin t6i c6 vé kinh tdm con Martha van tap trung vao tac pham
nghé thuat cia minh. Madeleine da chan nhac t6i trong khi Emmett nang ly
dap lai. “Cau c6 chuyén lo lang tuan qua phai khong?”

Toi cwdi: “Néi that véi chi chau dang dugc giao diéu tra vu Thugce duoc
den. Chau khong c6 ngay nghi con cau ban thi nhw bi n6 tra tdn. Gan hai
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tram canh sat dugc huy dong tham gia mét vu duy nhat nay. Chau nghi that
ngd ngan.”

Emmett néi: “Po6 la mot tham kich. Cau nghi vu d6 thé nao? Ké nao
nhan tam c6 thé gay ra chuyén nhw thé v6i mot con nguoi?”

Thi ra ca gia dinh nay khong hé biét Madeleine c6 quan hé vdi Betty
Short. T6i quyét dinh sé khong tim hiéu chitng c& ngoai pham cta co ta.
“Chau nghi do chi la hanh déng tra diia nao d6. Co gai nan nhan kia c6 thé
coi la loai nguai dé dai da ting doi tra va quan hé lang nhang vdi hang tram
nguoi. Néu c6 bat dugc tén giét ngwoi thi do cung chi la sy may man.”

Emmett néi: “T6i nghiép c6 ay. Hy vong cau sé tom duwgc han va hy
vong han sé dugc ngoi trong can phong xitng dang danh riéng cho minh &
nha tu San Quentin.”

Medeleine dam ca lén chan t6i ditng 1én biu moi. “B6 dang noi nhiéu
qud, va bo cling lam anh Bucky phai n6i nhiéu thay vi an day.”

“B0 noi vai chinh minh khong dwgc sao? Trong khi d6 bo lai la tru cot
trong gia dinh nay.”

Ong gia Sprague tic gian - nhin vé mit va cach 6ng ta cit thit bo toi biét
diéu dé. Tri to mo noi 1én, toi hoi: “Cha dén My tir khi nao?”

Emmett lai rang rd. “T6i sé n6i vGi nhitng ai muon nghe cau chuyén di
cu thanh cong cta t6i. Tén Bleichert c6 nguon goc tiv dau? Ha Lan a?”

“P6 la tén ngwoi Bic.” T6i nai.

Emmett nang ly. “Nguwoi Buc la dan toc vi dai. Hitler thi hoi thai qua
nhuwng mot ngay nao do toi sé cam thay hoi tiéc vi da khong tham gia luc
lwgng cua ong ta. Qué chau ¢ vung nao nwdc Puc?”

“Chau ¢ Munich.”

“A, Munich. Sao chau lai bé di. Néu chu sinh ra @ Edinburgh hay mot do
thi van minh nao do6 thi chu sé van mac vay soc2. Nhuwng qué cha lai &
vung Aberdeen khi ho co6 gy nén chi dén My ngay sau thé chién thi¢ nhat.
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Chu da giét rat nhiéu nguoi Pirc trong cudc chién do, nhung chi vi ho cling
muon giét chd. Chau c6 nhin thay con Balto ¢ phong khach khéng?”

Toi gat dau. Medeleine tham rén ri, Ramona Sprague nhdy mat va lay
mot miéng khoai tdy. Emmett néi: “Cau ban cii rat than cta chd, George
Tilden, nhoi nd. George rat c6 biét tai. Bon chi cung ¢ mot trung doan cuia
quan Scotland trong chién tranh. Chd da citu mang cau ay khi bi linh Bic
bao vay. Cau ta thich anh sang lung linh trong cac budi biéu dién anh sang.
Bon chu c6 quay lai Amberdeen sau hiép dinh dinh chién va chitng kién
canh pho tan hoang. George ru chi cung dén California lam nghé chiéu
sang. Cau ta sé khong thé thuyét phuc duwgc chd néu cha khong tan mat
chitng kién hoan canh & Amberdeen va nhan ra rang sé phan ctia bon chu
da dwgc dinh doat roi. Chua néi: ‘Dugc thoi, dén California, biét dau ching
ta lai giau. Va néu khong thi chiing ta cling khéng danh mat co hoi dugc
chitng kién manh dat ma mat trdi luén chiéu sang’.”

T6i nghi dén 6ng gia nha t6i - 6ng cling dén My nam 1908 vdi nhitng
gidc mo 16n - nhung r6i lai cwdi mot phu nit ngwdi Pic di cw va an phan
lam c6ng an lwong cho hang ga va dién Pacific. “Sau d6 moi cong viéc cua
chu thé nao?”

Emmett cam chiéc dia gd nhip 1én ban. “Rat dung thoi diém. Hollywood
van con hoang so nhung nganh chiéu sang lai dang lén ngoi. George lam
nghé chiéu sang con chi lam nghé xay dwng - chi xay nhitng ngoi nha rat
tot va rat ré. Hau hét thoi gian chu séng ngoai troi, duwgc tién 10i cha lai dau
tw vao cong viéc, sau do chu vay tién tir nhitng ngan hang muon dau tw dé
mua bat dong san véi gia ré. George giGi thiéu chi v6i Mack Sennett va
chu gitp ong ta xay mot treong quay ¢ Edendale, sau dé vay tién ong ta
dau tw vao bat dong san. Mack biét chd la ngwoi thich 1am giau, ban than
ong ta ciing vay. Ong ta cho chi vay tién véi diéu kién chii phai gitp ong ta
thye hien dy an xay dung do - du an treong quay Hollywoodland - va dung
1én tam bién quang céo khong 16 trén dinh Mount Lee dé rum beng. Mack
biét cach kiém tién va 6ng ta 1am duwgc. Ong ta can ngudi lam thém ban
dém va chu cling vay. Sau muwoi dén muwdi hai gio lam viéc ¢ hang chiéu
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sang Keystone Kops chi lai dwa lao dong dén Hollywoodland lam thém sau
tiéng nita. chu tham chi con chiém dwoc long tin cia mot trg 1y dao dién
trong vai bd phim. Mack rat biét on chu vi da biét cach khai thac lao dong
cua ong ta.”

Madeleine va Ramona dang ng6i gay thitc an vGi vé mat rau ri, duong
nhw ho da rat nhiéu lan phai lam khan gia bat dac di cta cau chuyén nay.
Martha van cam cui vé va nhin t6i cham chd. “Chuyén gi xay ra vGi nguoi
ban ctia chu?” Toi hoi.

“Chta phu ho cho 6ng dy. Thyc ra trong cau chuyén thanh cong nao
cling c6 yéu to that bai. George khong gap ding ngudi lai thiéu dong luc
phat huy tai nang thién bam cta minh nén bj trugt ra ngoai con dwong di
chung. Ong &y bi tan tat trong mot tai nan xe hoi ndm 1936 va bay gid thi
chéau c6 thé néi rang 6ng dy da khong bao gio con cé thé phat huy tai nang
ctia minh ntta r6i. Chu danh cho 6ng ay cong viéc khong phu hgp véi s&
treong dé la tréng coi may khu nha cho thué cua chu.”

Co tiéng rit 1én va toi nhin sang phia bén kia ban. Ramona dam trugt mot
miéng khoai tdy va chiéc dia roi ra khéi dia. Emmett n6i: “Me may khoé
khong day? Hay la thitc an khong hgp?”

Ramona cidi gam xuéng. “T6i khong sao.” Martha quay sang 6m tay me
minh; Medeleine lai da chan t6i. Emmett n6i: “Me may va co con gai thien
tai cua toi da khong niém nd don khach. Hai nguwdi c6 mudn ngbdi nghe
chuyén nira khong?”

Madeleine lai da chan dung luc toi dinh pha tro cho khong khi bét cang
thang. Ramona Sprague 1ay thitc an bé vao miéng nhai rat duyén dang va
néi: “Cau cé biét la dai 16 Ramona dwgc dat tén theo t6i khong, ciu
Bleichert?”

Vé mat ba ta nhw thay doi theo tirng 10i néi phat ra véi vé ty cao tw man
dén kho hiéu. “Khong, thwa co6 Sprague, chau khong biét. Chau lai nghi n6
dwoc dat tén theo tén Ramona Pageant“.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“N6 dwogc dat tén theo hoat canh lich siv d6. Khi Emmett 1dy t6i vi so tién
ma cha t6i dé lai, 6ng ay hita vGi gia dinh t6i la sé dung anh hwéng cua
minh vé6i Ban phan khu thanh phé dé dit tén mot con phd theo tén tdi. Ong
ay do don hét ca tién vao bat dong san va khong mua n6i mot chiéc nhan
cwéi cho tdi. Ong dy noi né sé 1a mot con phd nhon nhip dep d& nhung rét
cudc né chi la mot con phé cut & Lincoln Heights. Cau da quen vd&i pho
phuong ¢ day chwa?” Lic nay giong noi ctua ba ta lai pha chut gi d6 kho
chiu.

“Chau sinh va 16n 1én & d6,” t6i noi.

“Thé thi chac cau biét bon gai mai dam ngwdi Méhico nhoai ca nguwdi ra
ctra s6 dé moi khach. Sau khi Emmett thuyét phuc dugc nguoi ta doi tén
pho Rosalinda thanh dai 16 Ramona, 6ng ay c6 dwa t6i dén d6 tham quan.
Pam gai mai dam goi ca tén moi chao 6ng ay. Coé nhitng dita con dat biét
danh cho 6ng ay theo cac bo phéan trén co thé. T6i cdm thdy v6 cung tén
thuwong va that vong nhung van phai c6 té ra binh than. Khi hai dita con gai
nay con nhd, toi tw to chitc hoat canh lich st nhé ctia minh ngay trén bai cé
trrdc ctra nha. T6i nho bon tré con hang xém dong vai va dién lai nhitng
giai doan trong qua khit ma 6ng Sprague mudn quén di, muon...”

Emmett dap sam tay xuong ban khién ly, dia kéu lodng xodng. T6i im
lang ng6i nhin xudng dat dé gia dinh ho ty dan xép v6i nhau va thdy
Madeleine dang 6m dau goi cha minh manh dén noi tay c6 trang béch vi
thiéu mau, tay kia c6 6m dau goi toi. Tat cd moi nguwdi déu im lang va cudi
cung thi Ramona Cathcart Sprague lén tiéng: “B06 may nay, tdi sé vui vé an
toi khi c6 thi truéng Bowron hay ty vién Hoi dong thanh pho Tucker chi
khong phai ga diém nam ctia Madeleine thé nay. Mot tay canh sat hét sirc
tam thuong. Oi, lay chiia, Emmett, 1am sao 6ng c6 thé coi thuong toi dén
thé nay!”

Co tiéng day ghé, dau goi va vao ban va tiéng bwdc chan ra khéi phong;
toi giat minh nhan ra minh dang nam tay Madeleine chat nhw khi ndm gang
tay thi ddu. C6 gai hw don run rdy 1am bam: “Em xin 16i anh Bucky. Em xin
16i.” Va mot giong néi khac vui vé hon lai vang 1én: “Anh Bleichert?” T6i
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ngang mat lén nhin vi thdy giong néi rat vui vé hoa nha. Martha
McConville Sprague dwa cho t6i mot to gidy. T6i cam lay va c6 bé mim
cwoi budc ra khdi phong. Madeleine van 1am bam xin 16i va t6i nhin birc
tranh. C4 hai ching t6i déu tran truong. Hai chan Madeleine giang ra con
toi nam trong dé gam nham c6 véi bd rang to khiang khiép.

Chung t6i cung di chiéc Packard xuong dwong South La Brea. Toi lai xe
con Medeleine ng6i im lang dau khd khong néi gi cho dén khi di qua san
khu nha tro Red Arrow Inn (nha tro miii tén dé). “Pay roi, & day sach sé
hon.” Madeleine noi.

Toi dau xe canh mdy chiéc xe oc ach san xudt tr trwdc chién tranh;
Madeleine vao van phong va quay ra véi chiéc chia khoa phong s6 11. Co
nang ma ctra va toi bat cong tac den trén twong.

Chiéc giwong toi tan van con nguyén vét 6 mau cii va mui mo6 hoi nguai.
Co tiéng thi thdm madc ca bén phong s6 12. Madeleine cht déng cdi quan
do. To6i vdi tay dinh tat déen dé khoi phai chitng kién canh khé chiu & day
nhung Madeleine ngan lai. “Khong, em muén dwgc nhin thay anh.”

Vu médc cd & phong bén cudi cung ciing di dén thoa thuan. Toi thay c6
chiéc radio dé trén ban canh giwvong lién bat 1én. Madeleine cGi 4o dai, 4o
16t va quan truedc khi tdi voi vang véi m@ quan o trén ngwoi minh. Thé réi
Madeleine ciing tran truéng nam trén giwong va birc tranh cia c6 em gai
duwgc tai hién bang thurc té.

To6i cling tran truong cho dong canh véi c6 nang kiéu ngao. Madeleine
van lam bam: “Dtng ghét gia dinh em nhé, ho khong phai la nguwoi xau
dau,” con t6i budc nang im lang bang nhitng nu hén that manh; nang cling
dap lai khong kém. Trong phit chdc, m6i va luwdi ching t6i xoan lai vdi
nhau dén nghet thd. T6i lan tay xudng ngwc nang vira nyng vira xoa bop.
Madeleine hon hén may 16i mudn ta 16i cho gia dinh minh. T6i cang hon
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hit, cAm nhan va ném trdi thi nang cang nong nan doén nhan va miéng lai
lam bam nhiéu ti* ho hon. T6i nam chat t6c nang thi thao: “Khéng cé ho &
day, chi c6 anh thoi. Chi c6 anh, chiéu anh di.”

Madeleine ngoan ngoan vang 10i quay nguwdi xuong duwdi, lam dong tac
ngugc lai vGi bitc tranh cia c6 em gai. Bi nang don ép trong tuw thé do toi
cam thay minh sé khong thé gilt noi nita nén day nhe Madeleine ra thi
tham, “Chi c6 anh thoi, khong c6é bon ho & day,” va nam chat toc nang c6
tap trung vao giai diéu ngd ngan cda bai hat trén radio. Madeleine giit toi
chat hon, chat hon, chat ngoai sttc twdng twdong va khi da san sang toi de 1én
lung va day vao ngudi nang.

Bay gio thi chi con anh chang canh sat tam thwong va c6 nang giau c6 hw
don bén nhau. Ching t6i quan quai, vat 16n, co giat bén nhau cho dén khi
giai diéu trén radio cham dut, ca khu nha tro khéng cé tiéng gi khac ngoai
tiéng on ao do chuing to6i phat ra. Ching t6i dén véi nhau va mang lai cho
nhau giay phut tuyét voi cung mot lic.

Hai nguwdi nam 6m nhau minh day mo ho6i. Nghi dén thyc té phéi di lam
trong bon tiéng nita khién toi rén ri xuyt xoa. Madeleine nhai lai lam t6i bat
cwoi. “Nhw vay la tén em sé khong xuat hién trén bao chi nira.”

“Cho dén khi anh thong bao 1é hon nhan cta Bleichert-Sprague phai
khong?”

Toi cudi to hon. “Me em sé rat vui khi nghe tin d6.”

“Me em la con nguwoi dao dirc gid. Ba ay udng thuéc do bac sy dwa cho
dé khong bi coi la con nghién. Em lang phi thoi gian di choi thi bi coi la
con diém. Ba ay thi dong y nhu thé nhung em thi khong.”

“C6 ddy, em c6 day. Em la... cua anh.” T6i khong dam néi ra tir “con
diém.”

Madeleine thiic vao suwon toi. “N6i di. Bung nhit nhat thé. Anh néi ra
di.”

T6i nam chat tay c6 bé khong cho nang cu nita. “Em la bo, la nhan tinh,
la nguwdi yéu cda anh, em la nguwdi dan ba khién anh phai loai bé chitng cG
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Madeleine can vao vai to6i. “Em la con diém cuda anh.”

Toi cuoi. “Vay thi em la nguwoi vi pham luat 234-APC.”

“Luat d6 la gi?”

“Luat hinh sy ctia bang California vé hoat dong mai dam.”

Madeleine nhiu may. “C6 luat d6 sao?”

T6i gio tay lén. “Théi nao, c6 anh day ro6i.”

Co nang kiéu ngao nhic vao nguoi toi niing niu. “Em yéu anh, Bucky.”

“Anh cling yéu em.”

“Luc dau anh khong yéu em. N6i that di - anh chi mu6n diéu tra em.”

“Pung thé.”

“Vay tu khi nao thi anh yéu em?”

“Tw khi em ¢6i quan 4o.”

“Khi gié! Anh c6 mudén biét em yéu anh ttr khi nao khéng?”

“Néi that di.”

“Tw khi em n6i v6i bé em la em gap anh chang canh sat dang yéu nay.
B6 em ha h6c mdm kinh ngac. Ong &y rat 4n tugng vé6i anh, anh phai biét 1a
Emmett Mc Conville Sprague khong phai la nguwdi dé bi an twgng dau.”

T6i nghi dén thai do dir dan ctia 6ng ta v6i vg va nhan xét chung chung.
“Ong ay 1a ngudi c6 ca tinh.”

Madeleine néi: “Dirng xa giao. Ong ay 1a ngudi kho tinh, gd Scotland
ban tién dang ghét, nhung du sao ciing con cé tinh ngwdi. Anh c6 biét 6ng
ay kiém tién thé nao khong?”

“Thé nao?”

“An tién lai qua cia bon xa hoi den va tham chi con toi t& hon thé. B6
em mua toan go muc va nhitng dung cu phuc vu déng phim cia Mack
Sennett dé xay nha. Ong 4y c6 nha va ctta hang & khip thanh phé Los
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Angeles ndy diang ky tén cdc cong ty dém. Ong 4y lam ban véi Mickey
Cohen va hang thang 6ng nay di thu tién nha.”

T6i so vai. “Mick rat than can véi Bowron va hau hét cac thanh vién cua
Ban giam sat. Em c6 thay khau sing va chiéc cong tay ctua anh khong?”

“Co.”

“Cohen tra tien ddy. Ong ay dung lén qily gdy dung von giip d& cac s§
quan cap thdp mua sam trang bi. Hanh dong dé chiém dwgc cam tinh cua
dw luan nhwng nhitng ngwoi tham dinh vé thué cta thanh pho thi lai khong
bao gi¢ kiém tra s6 sach ctia 6ng ta ca béi vi Mick tra tién xang va dau cho
tat cd cac xe ctia canh sat hoat dong ngoai dia ban. Cau chuyén cua em
khong lam anh ngac nhién dau.”

Madeleine néi: “Anh c6 mudn nghe mét bi mat khéng?”

“Co chi.”

“Mot nira s6 nha ctia b6 em & Long Beach bi sup trong tran dong dat
nam 1933. Muw0oi hai nguwdi bi chét. B6 em da tra tién dé duwoc xoa tén khai
hé6 so hop dong.”

T6i nam ca canh tay Madeleine. “Em ké cho anh nhitng chuyén dé lam
gi?”

Vira vu6t ve tay tdi Madeleine vira néi: “Bdi vi bo em rat an twgng véi
anh. Béi anh la nguwdi dan 6ng duy nhat em dwa vé nha ma 6ng ay chiu noi
chuyén, bdi vi bo em la nguoi citng ran va ong ay nghi anh cling la nguoi
ctirng ran, va néu no6i chuyén nghiém tic c6 thé ong ay sé ké cho anh nghe
vé ban than. Nguwoi ta gay ap luc 1én 6ng va ong lai trit xuéng dau me em
vi ong xay dung ngbi nha do bang tién ctia me em. Em khong muon anh
danh gia vé b6 em toi nay vi an twong dau tién sé khé phai, em yéu anh va
em khéng muoén...”

T6i kéo Madeleine lai gan. “Binh tinh nao em yéu. Em dang & bén anh
chtt co ¢ cung vai gia dinh dau.”

Madeleine 6m chat t6i. T6i muon noéi nhitng diéu that t6t dep nén kéo co
ngo6i day. Nuwdc mat tran mi, nang néi: “Bucky, em da khong noi hét vdi
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anh vé chuyén cua Betty Short.”

Toi 0m vai nang. “Chuyén gi vay?”

“Pirng gian em. Chuyén khong c6 gi cd. Em chi khong muon giit bi mat
v6i anh théi. Lic dau em khong thich anh nén khong...”

“Bay gio thi em no6i v6i anh di.”

Madeleine nguwéc mat nhin t6i. “Mua hé nam ngoai em dén quan bar kha
thwdong xuyén, nhitng quan bar ditng dan & Hollywood. Em nghe néi c6
mot cO gai ngoai hinh rat giong em. Em to mo nén dé lai 10i nhan ¢ mot vai
noi - ‘Nguoi c6 ngoai hinh giong c6 mudn gap ¢6’ cung vdi sb dién thoai bi
mat ¢ nha. Betty goi cho em va bon em gdap nhau. Bon em ndi chuyén, va
chi c6 vay. Em gdp lai c6 ay cung véi Linda Martin & quan bar La Verne
thang 11 vira r6i. D6 chi la sy tinh cg.”

“Chi c6 vay thoi sao?”

“Vang.”

“Vay thi em phdi chuan bi tinh than di em yéu. Cé dén nam muai canh
sat di lung suc cac quan bar, va cho du chi mot trong s6 ho phat hién ra thi
ngay lap ti’c em sé duwgc 1én trang dau ctia cac bao day. Luc dé thi anh
khong thé lam gi dwoc cd, va néu diéu doé xdy ra thi cling dirng héi anh vi
nhitng gi c6 thé lam dwgc thi anh da lam r6i.”

Madeleine nhich ra va n6i: “Em sé dé y dén chuyén dé.”

“Y em muén néi bo em sé lam viéc d6?”

“Anh Bucky nay, anh ghen v&i nguoi 16n gap do6i tudi anh va chi nho
bang nita anh sao?”

T6i nghi dén Thwoc dwgc den, cai chét cta co dy lam toi budt miéng hoi.
“Tai sao em lai mudn gap Betty Short?”

Madeleine run ray, cdy den neon mau doé hinh miii tén - ding vGi y nghia
ctia ngo6i nha nay - chiéu anh sang qua ctra s6 soi vao mat nang. “Em da co
gang rat nhiéu dé quén di va khong bi ai dé y nhung cach ngudi ta noi vé
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Betty khién em nghi c6 ay la ngwdi c6 tai bam sinh, mot c6 gai hoang dai
ctia manh dat nay.”

Toi hon c6 géai hoang dai cia minh. Chung t6i lai lam tinh nhuwng lan nay
thi dau t6i luon nghi dén hinh anh nang di cung vd&i Betty Short - ca hai
nguoi déu co tai bam sinh.
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Chuong 12

Russ Millard nhin b6 quan 4o nhan nheo cta t6i héi. “Phu nit hay lam
viéc qua sic day?”

Toi lang nhin quanh phong lam viéc ctia Boi University khi cac canh sat
bat dau kéo dén. “Betty Short. Hom nay to6i sé khong phdi nghe dién thoai
nita ch@?” To6i hoi Russ.

“Cau muon ra ngoai thay déi khéng khi a?”

“Anh c@ noi di.”

“T6i hom qua c6 nguwoi nhan ra Linda Martin & Encino trong khi ¢6 ay
lang vang dén vai quan bar. Cau va Blanchard sé ra khu Valley tim ¢6 ta.
Bat dau tr dai 10 Victory di 1én phia Tay. T6i sé ctt thém nguwdi ngay khi ho
nop bao cao.”

“Khi nao?”

Millard kiém tra dong ho. “Ngay bay gio néu khong ndi 1a ho phai nop
16i.”

To6i quay sang tim Lee nhung khong thdy danh gat dau dong y va vé ban
goi dién thoai. T6i goi vé nha, tai s& canh sat diéu tra & Hoi tredng thanh
pho, va goi ca cho khach san El Nido nhwng khong chd nao c¢6 mat Lee ca.
Millard quay lai cung vai Fritz Vogel va dang kinh ngac hon con c6 Johnny
Vogel mdc thwong phuc.

To6i ditng day. “T6i khong tim thady Lee dau ca.”

Millard n6i: “Di cung véi Fritzie va Vogel di. Lay mot xe khong gan phu
hiéu cho thong nhat véi cac luc lwgng khac ngoai dé.”
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Hai ga tén Vogel béo G nhin t6i trirtng trirng roi lai nhin nhau. Cach nhin
cta ho khién t6i hiéu rang bd dang léch théch caa t6i dang dugc liét vao
trong toi hang B. Quay ra v&i Millard t6i noi: “Cam on anh.”

Ching t6i cung dén dwong Valley, hai cha con nha nha Vogel ng6i ghé
trwdc, t6i ngoi phia sau. Téi c6 y gitt im ldng nhung Fritzie lién moém nhac
dén dam gai diém va bon chuyén sat hai phu nit khién t6i khong thé ngoi
yén. Johnny chi gat dau, moi khi 6ng b6 ngirng 101 dé 1ay hoi cau ta lai néi:
“Pung day bo a.” Qua doc Canuenga, Fritzie khong con hoi dé noi nita, va
Johnny ciing im lang. T6i ng6i dwa lwng vao ghé nhin ra ctta s6. Hinh anh
Madeleine thoat y hién 1én trong dau t6i hoa nhip véi tiéng 6n ao cuda xe.
Bat chot hai cha con nha Vogel cung thi tham.

“... cau ta ngu gat r6i bo a.”

“Dirng goi ta la bo trong cong viéc, ta da ndi vGi con khong biét bao
nhiéu lan r6i. Con khong khac dita tré ty nao ca.”

“Con da ching t6 minh khong bi dong tinh. Bon dong tinh khong thé lam
dwgc nhitng viéc nhu con lam. Con khong hé dong tinh ty nao ca, vi vay bo
dirng goi con la thang tré con.”

“Im ngay, thang khi gid.”

“B06, y con mudn ndi la...”

“Pa bdo im lang ma.”

Kiéu huénh hoang tré con cua anh chang khién t6i quan tam. T6i gid vo
ngdy cho ca hai tiép tuc cau chuyén. “Bo thdy chwa, cau ta ngu gat that ma.
Va cau ta méi la tré con chit khong phai con. Cau ta chi la thang rang vau
bé di thoi. Con c6 thé dé dang xoi tai cau ta bo a. Bo biét con c6 thé lam
dwgc ma. Cdu ta la thang danh cap stc lyc ctia ngwoi khac dang nguyén
raa. Con van la diéu tra vién chirng nao...”

“John Charles Vogel, im di khong an roi bay gio, con c6 xing dang la sy
quan canh sat da 24 tuoi chwa?”

Co6 tiéng may dién dam trén xe, t6i gia vo ngap that to. Johnny quay lai
cuoi. “Ngu ngon chi¥?” mui hoi tr miéng cau ta pha ra noéng nac.
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Toi dinh sé cho cau ta mot bai hoc vi toi huénh hoang dam xi va toi
nhung chgt nghi dén cong viéc nén lai théi. “Ngon, hdm qua t6i lam viéc
muon.”

Johnny nhdy mat gugng gao. “Té cling vay day. Mot tuan khong c6 thi
nhat dinh té phai lam viéc gi do dé giai tod.”

Tiéng may dién dam vang lén, “... nhac lai, 10-A-94, thong béo vi tri ctaa
minh.”

Fritzie chop micro noi. “10-A-94 thong bao, dang & goc duong Victory
va duong Saticoy.”

bién dam ra lénh. “Vao gap ngudi phuc vu quay & phong dgi khach san
Caledonia nhin ra goc dvong Victory va duong Valley. Co6 tin nghi can
Linda Martin hién dang & d6. Ma s6 3.”

Fritzie bdm coi, dap ga khién xe lao 1én phia trwdc. T6i ngo6i tham cau
Chta: Ping dé co6 bé Linda Martin kia nhac dén cai tén Madeleine
Sprague. Puong Valley xudt hién phia trudc, Fritzie dot ngdt ré phdi va
dirng xe trudc mot ngoi nha gia cach tre niva.

Canh cwra phia treée bat ma@, Linda Martin/Lorna Martilkova lao ra. Toi
nhdy ra khéi xe dudi theo, hai anh chang Vogel hi huc chay sau. Linda chay
rat nhanh, tay 6m chiéc vi to treéc ngyc. Toi tang toc va rat ngan khodng
cach vGi c6 bé. Linda chay ra va lao xudng long duwong. Xe co phanh chay
dwong va lang tranh co6 ta. T6i lach qua mot chiéc xe tai chd bia lao 1én. Co
bé vap phdi via he mé bén kia dwong va nga nhao xuéng, vi bay ra ngoai,
toi nhdy chom dén tém gon.

Linda gidy giua, cao cau vao nguc toi. T6i tim déi tay nho xti bé nguogc
ra sau va thado cong. Lorna van gidy giua da ca vao chan t6i va mat thang
bang nga lan ra dat. T6i kéo co6 bé ditng day va lap tirc mot bai nwéc bot
ban vao 4o t6i. Lorna kéu gao: “T6i chwa hét tudi vi thanh nién, néu cac
ong bat t6i ma khong cé phu nit trwedng thanh & day ching kién toi sé
kién!”
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T6i vira thd vira 16i ¢6 bé dén cho chiéc vi. T6i nhat 1én va ngac nhién vi
chiéc vi rat nang. Nhin vao trong t6i thdy c6 mét hop dung phim nho bang
kim loai. “Phim gi day?” C6 bé lap bap, “Xin, xin anh. Phim ctia b6 me
t0i.”

Co tiéng coi xe, toi thady Johnny ngodi dau ra ctra s6. “Millard yéu cau
dwa co bé vé nha tam giam danh cho vi thanh nién & duong Georgia.”

To6i ddy Lorna vao ghé sau, Fritzie bam coi va cho xe lao di.

Mat hon ba muoi phit ching t6i m&i quay vé dén Los Angeles. Millard
va Sears dang doi ching t6i trén bac thang cia nha giam. T6i dan c6 gai
vao con hai cha con nha Vogel lon ton chay lén truée. Millard m@ canh cra
c6 gin TAM GIU PE THAM VAN. T6i m& cong cho Lorna, Sears budc
vao phong kéo ghé, chuan bi gat tan va s6 sach. Millard néi: “Johnny, cau
quay lai Doi University tryc dién thoai di.”

Anh chang béo uc ich té y phan doi va quay sang nhin b6 minh. Fritzie
gat dau dong tinh khién cau con trai nhw trit dwge ganh nang nhung van
thiéu ndo. Fritzie ndi: “T6i sé goi cho Loew. Anh ay can c6 mat trong
treong hop nay.”

Millard phéan déi ngay: “Khong can dau, chd dén khi c6 bién ban da.”

“Anh c giao c6 bé cho tdi, toi sé co bién ban.”

“Pay la bién ban c6 ay tw nguyén ky, trung uy a.”

Mat Fritzie dé trng. “T6i coi do la sy xic pham day, Millard a.”

“Cau mudn coi la gi thi coi nhung phai lam theo 1énh cta t6i, c6 Loew
hay khong cha lién quan gi ca.”

Fritz Vogel ditng nhu troi trong. Nhin anh ta nhw qua bom sap phat no,
giong lac han di: “Co cung lam mai dam v6i Thwgc dugc den phai khong
c6 bé? C6 dung cai dé lam phwong tién kiém song cung vGi co ta. Vay
trong thoi gian ¢6 ay mat tich c6 ¢ dau?”

“Lan tron cac 6ng.”
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Fritzie hung ho san lai cho c6 bé. Millard ngan lai ngay. “T6i sé la nguoi
hoi, trung uy a.”

Hai nguoi ditng im phac nhin nhau. Mgt lat sau Fritzie rit 1én. “Cau la
thang khon nan.”

Millard budc 1én mot buwdc, Vogel lui lai mot budc. “Ra ngoai ngay,
Fritzie.”

Fritzie Vogel quay ngoat di ra dong sam ctta. Harry lén tiéng: “C6 cam
thdy thé nao khi minh la nguyén nhan gdy ra vu cai co do, co Martilkova?”

“T6i la Linda Martin.” C6 gai ng6i cti mat van vé nép gap trén vay.

Toi kéo ghé ngoi, nhin Millard va chi chiéc vi trén ban, hdp phim bén
trong 16 han ra. Vién thwong Uy gat dau va ngoi canh Lorna. “Chac chau
biét chuyén nay lién quan dén Betty Short ch?”

Co bé nhin xudng va bat dau sut sit. Harry duwa cho c6 dy miéng khan
gidy. Lorna xé luon thanh tttng ddi va vt 1én ban.

“Thé nay thi chac lai phai dung bién phap nhw hom truwéc r6i.”

Millard gat dau. “Pung day.”

“B6 toi danh tdi. Ong ta 1a gd Slovak khén nan, cit uéng say la vé danh
t0i.”

Russ do danh: “Pugc roi, khi quay lai Iowa chau sé dwgc dwa di quan
thac, Idc d6 chau sé néi v6i ngwoi phu trach quan thic la bo chau danh
chéu, chu 4y sé can thiép ngay.”

“Néu bo chau biét nhitng gi chau lam & Los Angeles nay, ong ay sé danh
chau chét mat.”

“B0 chau sé khong biét dau. Chu bdo hai vién sy quan kia ra ngoai la dé
gitt bi mat nhitng gi chau noi ra day.”

“Néu chu giri chau dén trai cai tao Cedar Rapids, chau sé lai bé tron.”

“Chu dong y. Bay gio thi chau néi cho chi nhitng gi chau biét vé Betty
Short di, roi chau sé dwgc cai tao va dugc tha. Do cling 1a cach chau chitng
t6 vGi cac chu la chau dang tin cdy ddy, ding khong Linda?”
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Bay gio thi c6 bé lai ngoi van vé miéng khan gidy nhw dang tinh toan
xem nén noéi ra nhitng gi. “Chd c¢ goi chau la Lorna, chau sap quay lai
Iowa ro6i, chau phai lam quen véi tén do.”

Millard mim cwdi, Sears cham thudc va san sang ghi chép. T6i bat dau
cam thay lo lang khi nghi dén Madeleine.

Russ nhe nhang hoi: “Chau da san sang ké cho chu nghe chwa?”

Co bé Lorna noi: “Chu hai di.”

“Chau gdp Betty Short ¢ dau va khi nao?”

Lorna vo mau gidy trong tay. “Cudi nam ngodi, & ch6 cac co gai thuwong
hanh nghé trén duwong Cherokee.”

“Co nghia la ¢ s0 1842 phia Bac duwong Chrokee.”

“A...tm.”

“Va hai nguoi tr@ thanh ban tw d6 phai khong?”

“A...tm.”

“Chau c noi co6 hodc khong, Lorna a.”

“Vang, ching chau tré thanh ban.”

“Chéu thwong lam gi véi c6 ay?”

Lorna can moéng tay. “Chung chau néi chuyén con gai. i lang thang
cung nhau, xin an uoéng & cac quan bar.”

To6i xen vao. “Em thwong dén quan bar nao?”

“Y anh muén héi gi?”

“Quan bar binh thwong hay quan ruwgu chui hay nhitng ché quan linh
thuwong lui t6i?”

“Téat ca nhitng cho & Hollywood khong yéu cau chitng minh thw.”

T6i cdm thay yén tdm hon doi chut. Millard hoi tiép: “Chau gidi thiéu
vGi Betty Short nha tro & duwong Orange Drive va hai nguoi c6 ¢ do cung
nhau ding khong?”

“A... m. Hinh nhw thé.”
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“Tai sao Betty lai khong hoat dong ¢ duwong Cherokee nita?”

“0 ddy doéng qua va chi ay vay tién hét ngudi ndy dén ngudi khac nén
bon ho ghét.”

“Co ai rat ghét co dy khong?”

“Chéu khong biét.”

“Chéau c6 chac la Betty bo ché d6 khong phai vi rac r6i vdi ban trai
khong?”

“Chac.”

“Chau c6 nhd tén ngudi ban trai nao cua Betty vao thoi gian dé khong?”

Lorna so vai. “Ho chi la khach qua dwong thoi.”

“Chu muon biét tén ho.”

Co gai lan dém ngoén tay va dirng lai khi dém dén ba. “Chau c6é nhé hai
nguoi la Don Leyes va Hal Costa, va mot thuy thu tén la Chuck.”

“Chau khong nhd tén that cia Chuck a?”

“Khong, nhung chau biét anh ta la nguwdi xau wa stt dung bao lwc.”

Millard con héi rat nhiéu cau khac nhung toi gio tay ra hiéu ngan anh ta
lai. “Lorna nay, anh n6i chuyén v6i Marjorie Graham r6i, c6 ay néi chinh
cd ay bao cho canh sat dén nha tro gap em dé héi chuyén va em bé tron.
Tai sao vay?”

Lorna can chdy cd mau tay. “Vi em sg¢ néu anh em xuat hién trén bao thi
ban trai ctia Betty va b6 me em sé nhin thdy va yéu cau canh sat dwa em veé

»

nha.
“Em da tron di dau?”
“Em gdp mot ngwoi va anh dy thué cho em mot phong tro & duwong
Valley.”

“Em co...”

Millard huych manh tay t6i ra hiéu im lang. “Chau néi c6 di lai cung véi
Betty. Chau c6 tham gia dong bo phim nao khong?”
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Lorna nam chat tay dé trén long. “Khong.”

“Chau c6 thé cho cha biét hop phim trong vi ctia chau la phim gi
khong?”

Co0 bé bat dau nirc né. “D6 1a mot bo phim.”

“Phim khong lanh manh phai khong?”

Lorna lang 1& gat dau, nwdc mat tran mi. Millard dwa cho c6 bé chiéc
khan tay va héi. “Chau nay, chau phai ké tat ca cho chu nghe tir dau. Chéau
suy nghi sap xép lai di. Bucky, dwa cho chau ly nwéc.”

T6i ra khoi phong lay mot ca nwdc day va quay lai. Lorna dang ké giong
rat nhe nhang.

“... va chau lang thang & quan bar trén duwong Gardena do. C6 mot anh
nguwoi Mehico tén la Raoul hay Jorge gi do noi chuyen vGi chau. Chau nghi
minh dd c6 mang nén rat can tién. Anh dy noi sé trd cho chau 200 do la néu
chéau dong y cho quay phim canh lam tinh.”

Lorna uéng mot ngum nudc to va ké tiép. “Anh ay néi can thém mét c6
nita nén chau goi chi Betty ltic d6 dang & Cherokee dén. Betty dong y va
chéau cung véi anh nguwdi Méhicd kia dén dén chi ay. Anh 4y cho ca hai chi
em chau hut thuéc cudn can sa, chau nghi chac anh dy khong muon chiing
chau vi s¢ ma rit lui. Ching chau dén Tijuana®®va quay cudn phim nay.
Anh nguwoi Méhico do bat den, quay camera va chi em chau lam theo yéu
cau cua anh 4y, sau dé anh ay dwa bon chau quay lai Los Angeles. D6 la
toan bo cau chuyén, tir dau. Bay gio chu sé goi cho bé me chau chi?”

T6i nhin Millard r6i lai nhin Sears, hai ngudi dang binh than nhin c6 gai.
T6i mudn cing c6 thém cho manh moi diéu tra riéng cua minh nén haéi.
“Em dong bo phim nay khi nao?”

“Vao dip 1é Ta on.”

“Em co6 thé td lai ngoai hinh ctia nguwdi dan 6ong nguwdi Méhico do
khong?”
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Lorna nhin cham cham xu6ng nén nha. “Em chi nhé dé la ngudi béo,
khodng ba muoi hay bén muoi tuéi gi d6. Em khong nhé rd, em bi kich
thich nén khong nhé r6.”

“Ngudi do cé quan tam dac biét dén Betty khong?”

“Khong.”

“Han c6 lam gi hai nguwdi khong? Co t6 ra tho thién khong?”

“Khong, anh ta chi dwa bon em di thoi.”

“BPi cung nhau a?”

Lorna 1am bam: “Vang”, t6i lai thdy lo lang. Giong t6i dot nhién lac di
dén noi minh cting khong nhan ra. “Vay thi d6 khéng don thuan la bo phim
sex. Em va Betty dong vai hai lesbian ding khong?”

Lorna khé khang gat dau. To6i nghi dén Madeleine va hoi tiép, c6 tinh
khong dé cap dén dia diém cu thé. “Em la lesbian hay Betty? Hai ngudi cé
hay la ca v6i nhitng lesbian khac khong?”

Millard gat géng. “Bleichert, thoi di.” Lorna nhoai nguwdi 1én nam tay vi
canh sat dang tudi cha minh va 6m chat. Russ nhin t6i va vO vé co bé
nhung van khéng quén ra hiéu cho Sears chuan bi ghi chép.

Co bé rén ri. “Chau khong phai 1a lesbian, khong phai, chi c6 mot lan
duy nhat dé6 thoi.” Millard nyng co ta nhw diva tré.

Sears hoi: “Betty co6 phai lesbian khong?”

T6i nin thé. Lorna lau nwéc mat vao do Millard va nhin t6i. “Em khong
phai 1a lesbian, chi Betty cling khong, va bon em chi dén nhitng quan bar
binh thwdng. Bon em ciing chi dong phim lan dé vi dang rat can tién va bi
gday mé. B6 chau ma biét chuyén nay thi 6ng ay giét chau mat.”

Toi nhin Millard va c6 cam giac viéc pha dugc vu nay thyc sy chi la do
may man mang lai. Harry hoéi: “C6 phai ga Méhicé do tang Betty chiéc
kinh ngam khéng?”

Lorna 1am bam: “Vang,” dau dwa vao vai Millard.
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“Em c6 nhé dac diém gi vé chiéc xe cta han khong? Chang han nhan
hiéu gi? Mau gi?”

“Chiéc xe d6... mau den, da ct r6i.”

“Em gap han & quan bar nao?”

Lorna nhom dau day, t6i thdy nwdc mat co bé da khé. “P6 la quan bar &
dwong Aviation. Gan mdy nha mdy san xuat may bay.”

T6i thd dai, khu viee d6 day ray cac tu diém, quan nhau va nha chia.
Harry héi tiép: “Em gap Betty lan cu6i 1a khi nao?”

Lorna ng6i ngay ngan trd lai. “Em gdp chi ay lan cu6i khodng hai tuan
sau do6 ngay trudc khi chi 4y chuyén han dén nha tro ¢ dwong Orange
Drive.”

“Chi ay c6 gap ga Méhico kia lan nao nita khong?”

“Han chi 1a tay lang choi. Han tra tién cho bon em, dwa bon em trd lai
Los Angles va bién mat.”

Toi chen ngang: “Nhung em thi c6 gdp lai han ding khéng? Han khong
thé nhan ban b6 phim kia trudc khi dwa hai nguwdi quay vé tir Tijuana.”

Lorna ngo6i nhin ban tay minh. “Em di tim han & Gardena khi doc bao
néi vé vu chi Betty. Lic d6 han chuan bi quay vé Méhicé va em doi xin
mot ban sao cudn phim do6. Han... han khong doc bao nén khong biét Betty
dot nhién ndi tiéng. Em nghi... cudn phim vé Thuoc duge den cé thé nhiéu
nguwoi can dén, va néu canh sat dwa em vé nha thi em sé ban cuén phim doé
dé 1ay tién thué luat sw bao vé em. Anh sé tra lai em cu6n phim dé chi? Em
khong muon nguwoi khac xem no.”

bung la tré con. Millard hoi: “Chau quay lai Gardena va gap ga Méhico
kia ¢ do6?”

“A...tm. Vang.”

“O dau?”

“O mot trong nhitng quan bar trén duong Aviation.”

“Chau c06 thé ta lai quan bar d6 khong?”
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“O do t0i, tredc cira 6 den lap lanh.”
“Han san sang cho chau ban sao cu6n phim d6 ma khong doi hoi gi
sao?”

Lorna cui nhin xudng san nha. “Chau phai phuc vu han va dam ban cua

»

han.

“Chau da nhé thém gi vé ngoai hinh han chwa?”

“Han rat béo nhung cai do thi lai bé ty! Han xdu lam, dam ban ctia han
cling vay!”

Millard chi Sears ra ctta va cau ta nhe nhang budc ra. “Chu sé giit kin
chuyén nay khong cho bao chi biét va chu cling sé htiy cuén phim. M6t cau
héi nita tredc khi ngwdi bao trg dua chau vé phong. Néu bon chi dwa chau
quay lai Tijuana, liéu chau c6 thé tim lai dwgc ng6i nha ma han da quay
phim chau khong?”

Lorna lac dau quay qudy. “Khong, chau khéng muoén quay lai noi dang
nguyén raa ay. Chdu muén vé nha.”

“Pé cho b6 chau danh chau a?”

“Khong. R6i chau lai ra ngoai.”

Sears quay lai cung v&i ngudi phu nit bao trg. Co ta dan Lorna véi thai
do vira nhe nhang vira gay gat, vira thong cam vira buc doc. Harry, Russ va
t0i ngo6i nhin nhau. N6i buon ctia c6 bé nhw xam chiém t6i. Cudi cung Russ
cling 1én tiéng. “Cac cau c6 nhan xét gi khong?”

Harry 1én tiéng tredc tién. “Co bé con gidu diéu gi do vé ga Méhico kia
va ngoi nha ¢ Tijuana. Cé thé han da danh dap va bat ép c6 bé nhung c6 ta
lai s@ bi tra thu. Ngoai chi tiét d6 ra thi khong c6 gi dang ngo ca.”

Russ mim cwoi: “Thé con cau thi sao?”

“Pung la c6 bé con gidu diéu gi do lién quan dén ga Méhico kia. Rat c6
thé c6 bé con di lai v&i han nhiéu lan va bay gio tim cach che dau cho han.
Tén Méhico do chac chan la ngwoi da trang. Khi con la tuan tra vién, t6i da
tom dwgc vai thang la dan Tijuana.”
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Millard nhdy mat giong kiéu cua Lee Blanchard. “Bucky, hom nay cau
rat xudt sac. Harry, t6i mudn cau & day néi chuyén véi thuong ty Waters.
Bao anh ay giit ¢6 bé ding bay mwoi hai tiéng khong cho ai tiép xtic. B6 tri
mot phong riéng cho c6 bé va bdo Meg Caulfield, nhan vién van phong bén
DPoi Wilshire dong vai ban cung phong. N6i vGi Meg phai biét dong vién
khich 1é c6 bé va sau hai muoi tw gio bdo cao t6i mot lan.

“Lam xong viéc do thi goi dién cho Phong quan ly nhan sy va Phong
quan 1y hanh chinh hoi thong tin vé ngudi dan 6ng da trang nguwdi Méhico
bi két t0i khiéu dam, sau do6 goi cho Vogel va Koenig bado hai thang dé dén
cac quan bar & Gardena theo 10i Lorna noi tim ga quay phim. Goi dién ca
cho dai uy Jack thong bao t6i da cé trong tay mot doan phim vé Thuoc
dwgc den. Thong bao ludn cho td Times vé manh moi nay trude khi Ellis
Loew nhdy bo vao hét tay trén. Noi vdi ho tén cd bé l1a Jane Doe, bao ho
néi giup 10i kéu goi cung cap thong tin vé bon khiéu dam va chuan bi hanh
ly di, t6i nay chiing ta sé dén Dago va Tijuana.”

T6i ndi: “Russ, anh biét phan céng cong viéc nhw thé la qua nhiéu cho
mot nguwoi day.”

“Pay la vu 1én nhat ké tir khi cdu va Blanchard nén nhau nhtr t* va trd
thanh ban. i nao, sé c6 b phim hay dé xem & Hoi truong thanh phé day.”

May chiéu va man hinh da dwgc dyng san & phong hop chung va khan
gia cling c6 mat dong du dé don chao bo phim khiéu dam. Lee, Ellis Loew,
Jack Tierney, Thad Green, va canh sat trwéng C.B. Horrall ciing da ngoi
ngay ngan tredc man hinh. Millard giao cudn phim cho nhan vién phu trach
mady chiéu va 1am bam: “Khong c6 bong ngo6 a?”

Canh sét tredng budc dén vui vé bat tay toi.

“Rat vui dugc gap lai giam doc.” Toi ndi.

“Niém vui chung, anh chang Nuéc da a. Ba vo té gt 16i chic ming vi
khodn tang lwong ma cau va chang Lita mang lai cho bon t6.” Sép Horrall
chi cho ng6i canh Lee va ra Iénh. “Dén! Camera chuan bi! Chiéu di!”
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T6i ngo6i canh ban minh. Nhin Lee c6 vé rau ri nhung khong cé biéu hién
dung chat kich thich. Trén long cau ta da c6 san to Daily Neirs. Toi thay
hang tit “Ngdy mai tén to6i pham vu dn noéi tiéng ¢ dwong Boulevard-
Citizens sé dugc thd va quay lai Los Angeles sau tdm ndm ngoi tu.” Lee
nhin bd dang bo pho cua toi cé vé nghi ngo. “Cau co gi a?”

To6i vira dinh tra 10i thi deén tat. Mot hinh anh gi d6 m@ mo xuat hién trén
man hinh. Khéi thuéc bay mu mit. Hang chit Gdi né 1é dén tir dia nguc xuat
hién, sau d6 la mot can phong rong, mai cao vdi rat nhiéu chit twong hinh
kiéu Ai Cap mau den trang. Quanh nha c6 rat nhiéu c6t hinh tran cuon; 6ng
kinh quay can canh hai con tran bang thach cao can du6i nhau. Sau dé hinh
hai con tran bién mat va Betty xuat hién, trén nguwdi chi c6 doi véd chan mot
minh nhdy mua khiéu dam.

Toi giat minh khép chdt chan, bén canh Lee dang thd dai thwon thuot.
Mot canh tay xuat hién trén man hinh dwa cho Betty mot vat hinh 6ng.
Betty cam 14y, camera quay can canh, thi ra dé la chiéc duong vat gia, phan
dudbi san sui, phan dau c6 hai nganh chia ra. Betty bé vao méom ngam, muit,
mat ma& to do dan.

Pén doan cat canh va Lorna xudt hién trén ghé divang tran truéng, hai
chan giang ra. Betty budc vao, khom nguoi trede cira minh Lorna, nhét cuc
dwong vat vao trong va lam dong tac kich thich. Lorna oan ngwoi, lac
mong. Camera quay chuyén sang canh xa va bat ngd nhdy sang can canh -
Lorna dang quan quai trong con khodi cam. Pta tré hai tudi cling cé thé
nhan thay c6 bé dang nhan mat vi dau dén chit khong phai sung swéng va
phai c6 kiém ché tiéng hét. Betty lai xuat hién va nam gitta hai chan Lorna.
Co ta ngwdc mat 1én nhin 6ng kinh 1am bam: “Ping, xin dirng.” Nhung
ngay lap tirc phai cii dau liém 1ap bo phan sinh duc ctia Lorna quanh chiéc
dwong vat gia. Canh quay gan dén noi téi c6 cam gidc cac bo phan trén
nguoi Lorna nhw dwgce phong 1én dén hang nghin lan.

T6i rat muén nham mat nhung khong thé. Sép Horrall ngoi canh t6i héi:
“Russ, cau nghi thé nao? Cau cho rang viéc nay cé lién quan dén vu giét
hai co bé kia sao?”
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Giong Millard khan ddc. “B6 phim kha dai ddy thwa sép. N6 dugc quay
héi thang 11 va theo nhw 16i co6 bé Martilkova néi thi ga Méhico nay khong
phai la tén giét nguwdi. Tuy nhién, ching ta phdi kiém tra. C6 thé ga Méhico
nay cho ai dé6 xem b6 phim va tén kia mdi la tht pham. Téi muén noi...”

Lee ditng bat day da ghé va thét 1én: “Han khong giét c6 ay thi con ai
vao day nita! Hwéng dao sinh chi dé lam nhitng cong viéc nay sao? Cac anh
khong lam, t6i sé lam!”

Ca phong sitng s0 ngoi im. Lee ditng ngay trréc man hai mat rue 1én tire
gian. Cau ta quay lai giat manh man hinh khién ca gi4, cd man hinh d6 sap
xuong san. Lorna va Betty van tiép tuc lam tinh trén tdm bang den da viét
day vét phan. To6i nghe cé ti€éng nguwoi phu trach may quay vo vao lung
giuc. Millard hét 1én: “Bleichert, gitt no lai!”

To6i ditng day nhwng bi triegt chan, ngoi xudng roi lai ditng day chay theo
Lee. Vira ra dén cau thang thi thay cdu ta vao thang may va dong ctra. To6i
danh chay bo xuong bai dau xe nhung Lee da danh lai chay ca 16p chay ra
dwong Broadway. Trén bai do xe cia S& con vai chi€c khong gan phu hiéu
canh sat, t6i danh liéu chay dén chiéc gan nhat, thidy chia khod van nam
trong 0, toi n6 may dudi theo Lee.

Chiéc Ford cua cau ta dang di vé hwdng Tay & lan duwong giita. Toi nhay
coi ba lan ra hiéu va Lee bat coi hiéu ‘Canh sat dang truy duoi toi pham’
dap lai. Xe cd trén duong dep han vao mé nhuwong dwong cho cau ta va toi
cha con cach nao khac nén cling danh bat coi hiéu bam theo Lee.

Chung t6i ra khéi trung tdm, qua Hollywood, doc Cahuenga 1én pho
Valley. Ré vao dai 16 Ventura t6i giat minh sg hai khi thay ching t6i dang &
rat gan quan bar danh cho céac lesbian kia. Khi Lee danh 1ai dau xe ngay
phia treéc quan, t6i vé cung hoang hot va tham nghi: Chdc cdu ta khéng
biét c6 gdi kiéu ngao kia ctia minh dau, han la bo phim vé dé tai “lesbian”
kia khién cdu ta ré vao ddy. Lee ra khoi xe va lao thang vao quan bar La
Verne’s Hideaway. Con hoang hot khién t6i dap phanh chdm nén lao céa xe
1én via hé. Y nghi vé Madeleine va viéc gidu giém chitng c6 khién t6i phai
chay theo cau ban vao trong.

https://thuviensach.vn



Lee di dén may khu buong quay tam day cac a lesbian, miéng lién tuc
chtti bgi. Téi khong nhin thdy Madeleine va c6 nang phuc vu quay bar hom
tredc, yén tam khi biét 1a ho khong & day, toi manh dan tién 1én 16n tiéng
vdi Lee. “Cau muon bon lesbian nay xem b6 phim do6 sao? Cau c6 dugc vi
tri hién tai la do thang Méhico ché chét kia mang lai hay sao? Cau...”

T6i 0m lung kéo Lee quay lai va day ra ctra. Toi khoa chat ca hai tay cau
ta trong long 1do ddo day ca hai di ra va luéng cuéng chan ngwdi no va vao
chan nguai kia khién ca hai nga lan vao via hé. T6i van ndm im 6m cau ta
cho dén khi cé tiéng coi hiéu ctia canh sat xuat hién, ltic do td6i méi nhan ra
la Lee khong hé gidy giua, cau ta nam dé miéng lam bam “ban oi” lién hoi.

Coi hiéu to dan va ngirng han, c6 tiéng dong ctra xe rat manh. T6i ngoi
day va diu Lee ding 1én. Ellis Loew xuat hién.

Anh mit anh ta v6 cling gian dit. Con gian dit ctia Lee hoan toan do bot
phat, c6 1é sau m6t tuan mét méi véi vu an kia cau ta khéng thé chiu noi
canh khiéu dam trong bg phim d6 nita. Toi khoac vai Lee va noi vdi Loew:
“Anh Loew nay, chi vi b6 phim dang nguyén rua do6 théi. Lee nghi bon
lesbian ¢ day c6 thé sé biét chit manh moi gi d6 vé tén Méhico kia.”

Loew rit len: “Bleichert, im di,” va quay sang trut con gian dit lén Lee:
“Blanchard, t6i la ngwoi dwa cau sang bén diéu tra, cau la ngudi dudi quyén
t0i ma cau bién t6i thanh thang ngdc mat mat tridc hai con ngwdi c6 quyén
lyc nhat cta S& nhu thé a? PBay khong phai 1a vu do bon lesbian tao ra, hai
cO gai kia bi gdy mé va ho kinh tdm viéc lam do. Hién tai thi t6i c6 thé bao
che cho cau trwdc Horrall va Green nhwng sau nay thi khong biét. Néu cau
khong phai la Chang Lira, la Lee Blanchard vi dai thi cau da bi dinh chi
cong tac lau réi. Cau dé tinh cam ca nhan chi phoi trong vu Short nay, nhw
vay la yéu vé chuyén mon va t6i sé khong tha thi cho ciau vé diéu nay.
Sang mai cau van tiép tuc céng viéc, bao cao to6i lic 8:00 va viét thw xin 16i
giam doc Horrall va Green. Con néu muon tang lwong thi cau phai quy goi
xuong ma xin.”

Lee vira tap ténh vira néi: “T6i mu6n dén Tijuana tim thang thoi tha kia.”
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Loew lac dau. “Trong hoan canh nay toi sé coi 16i dé nghi dé la viéc lam
nuwc cuwoi. Vogel va Koenig sé dén Tijuana. Cau quay lai cong viéc diéu tra
binh thwong. Bleichert, cau van tham gia vu Short. Chtic mét ngay vui vé,
cac sy quan cua toi.”

Loew lao ra chiéc xe cong vu ctia minh, danh lai ngoat lai dang sau quay
ve. Lee noi: “Té phai néi chuyén véi Kay.” Téi gat dau va ding lic d6 mot
xe tuan tra thuéc Van phong canh sat treéng di tuan qua. Vién canh sat ngoi
trong Xe ngodi ra ctta s6 hon mot c6 nang lesbian. Lee quay lai xe miéng
lam bam. “Laurie, Laurie, 6i em cua t6i.”
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Chuong 13

T6i c6 mdt ¢ van phong ltic 8 gid sang hom sau, san sang dong vién Lee
vi cau ta phai quay lai lam canh sat diéu tra binh thwong va dén nhan con
thinh nd ma Loew sé tang cho cau ta. Hai mau gidy nhan gidéng y hét nhau
ctia Green nam trén ban ching t6i: “Lén vdn phong t6i bdo cdo vao ngay
mai, 22/01/1947. 6:00 chiéu.” Dong chit viét tay nhw bao trudc diém go gi
do.

Lee cha thém dén bao cdo lic 8:00. T6i ngbi ¢ ban twdng twgng canh cau
ta lo lang vé viéc Bobby De Witt dugc tha ra trong khi ban than bi truc xuat
khoi vu Thrge duge den nay. Mé bén kia, trong van phong cua uy vién
cong t6 quan, t6i thdy Loew quat thdo, cau xin qua dién thoai chu bt cta
t@ Mirror va to Daily News - may t0 bao ctia ddng Cong hoa nghe néi c6 vé
dong tinh vGi nhitng toan tinh vé chinh tri cia anh ta. Pai y cau chuyén la
anh ta sé gitp ho giét chét t& Times va td Herald v6i nhitng thong tin ndi bo
vé Thuge duwge den doi lai ho phéi noi tét vé Betty Short, coi Betty la co
gai tré dang thwong bi lam duwong lac 16i. Tt thai do vui vé cta anh ta toi
biét bén nha bdo da dong y thuc hién y do ctia Loew la “Cang cé nhiéu
nguoi thong cam vdi co gai thi ching ta cang c6 uy tin khi khai t6 tén giét
nguoi.”

10:00 van khong thay Lee xuat hién, t6i di sang phong hop chung doc ho
so vé vu E. Short vi t6i mudn biét chac cai tén Madeleine c6 trong dé hay
khong. Hai tiéng dong ho vdi hon hai tram trang tai liéu t6i da xem qua va
hai long khi khong thay co6 tén nang xudt hién trong danh sach hang tram
ngwoi bi tham van, cling nhw bi bon chi diém mach nwéc. Ciing c6 may cho
dé cap dén lesbian nhung toan la chuyén khong hé lién quan gi.

https://thuviensach.vn



DPén tan trira van khong thay bong dang Lee dau nén toi goi dién vé nha,
vé tru s& Doi University, va khach san El Nido nhung déu khéng cé tin tic
gi. Khong mudn bi giao viéc, t6i vo tim bado cdo tom tat.

Russ Millard da kip cap nhat bao cao trudc khi 1én duong dén San Diego
va Tijuana t6i qua. Trong d6 c6 dé cap anh ta va Sears sé kiém tra thong tin
bén Phong quan ly nhan sy va Phong quan ly hanh chinh tim nhitng tén
khiéu dam da bi két t6i hoac dang bi nghi ngo, va sé di tim dia diém quay
bé phim ban thiu kia ¢ Tijuana. Vogel va Koenig khong tim dugc “ga
Méhic6” cua Lorna Martilkova & Gardena va da cung dén Tijuana tham gia
cong viéc. Bién ban diéu tra vu chét bat thuwong da hoan tat ngay hém qua;
me cua Elizabeth Short c6 mdt va da cong nhan xac con minh. Marjorie
Graham va Sheryl Saddon chitng thyc vé giai doan Betty song @&
Hollywood, Red Manley nhan da dwa co 4y dén tr Dago va tha xudng
khach san Biltmore vao ngay 10 thang 1. Cong viéc diéu tra khu vic quanh
khach san Biltmore van chwa thu dwge chitng c6 gi thuyét phuc, ho so vé
nhitng tén dién khung va bao hanh tinh duc van dang dwoc kiém tra, bon
trrong hop tw thi nhan van dang bi giam tai nha tam giam cua thanh pho
cho kiém tra chitng cé ngoai pham, con rat nhiéu cac noi dung va két qua
tham van khac. Tiéng 6n ao van khong ngét, dién thoai goi dén tdi tap, cac
sy quan phai ti€p chuyén nhitng nguwoi biét nhitng nguwoi do va nhitng nguai
dé lai biét nhitng ngudi khac niva biét vé c6 nang Thugc dwoc den. Toan
nhitng chuyén vién véng xa voi.

May vién sy quan dang lam viéc cat Iyc bat dau nhin t6i c6 vé kho chiu,
vl vay toi quay tr@ lai phong lam viéc cia minh. Hinh anh Madeleine lai
tran vé trong dau, toi nhac dién thoai goi cho nang.

Madeleine tra 10i sau hoi chuéng thit ba. “Nha Sprague xin nghe.”

“Anh day. Em c6 mudn ching ta gap nhau khong?”

“Khi nao?”

“Ngay bay gid. Bon muoi lam phit nita anh sé dén don em.”
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“Anh dirng dén day. B6 em dang c6 cudc hop ban viéc lam an. Gap anh &
nha nghi Red Arrow dwgc khong?”

To6i thé dai. “Em biét 1a anh c6 mot can ho ma.”

“Em chi lam chuyén d6 ¢ nha tro, d6 la mot trong nhitng ddc tinh cua
em. Bon lam phit nita sé c6 mdt & phong so 11 nha tro Red Arrow nhé?”

Toi néi: “Anh sé dén,” va gac mdy. Thay t6i quanh quan, Ellis Loew
phan cong ludn. “Di lam di Bleichert. Tt sang dén gid cau lang thang ro6i
ddy. Va khi gdp thang ban khi gié ctia cau nhd néi v6i n6 la né bi triv ba
ngay lwong vi sang nay khong dén. Xem con xe nao thi 1én dwong di.”

T6i di luén dén nha tro Red Arrow. Chiéc Packard cia Madeleine do
trong hém sau mdy ng6i nha doc 1ap. Cira phong 11 khong khod. T6i buéc
vao va thdy ngay mui nwéc hoa cia nang mac du chwa nhin thdy gi. Co
tiéng Madeleine cwdi khic khich va khi quen vGi bong t6i, toi thay
Madeleine da tran truong nam trén givong.

Chung t6i dén vGi nhau manh mé dén noi chan giwvdong dap ca xuéng nén
nha. Madeleine hon doc ngudi t6i tir trén xuong dwdi. Toi phai co tap trung
vao may t0 bao dan trén twong dé xua di hinh anh Betty tran truéng trong
dau. T6i muon lam ti tir, nhung Madeleine lai rat gap gap: “Dung gitt lai
nita anh, em san sang r6i.” T6i nhip that manh khién hai nguwdi va vao nhau,
hai tay bam chdt vao tay vin giwvong. Madeleine co chan khoa chat Iung toi,
hai tay dwa Ién nam thanh dau giwong lién tuc day, kéo, va xoay nguoi. Lat
sau Madeleine tha chan dudi thang nguwdi va hai ching t6i tré thanh hai
khoi va vao nhau. T6i guc dau xudng goi can chat cho do run.

Madeleine hoi lach nguoi sang bén hoi: “Anh yeu, anh c6 sao khong?”

T6i lai dang nhin mo0t con ngwoi tran truong. Madeleine cu vao nach
khién t6i phai van nguwdi va nhin thang vao mat nang cho hinh anh kia tan
bién di. “Mim cwdi di em. Nhin anh that diu dang, triu mén di.”

Madeleine mim cwdi rat lac quan man nguyén, vét son moi md cia nang
lam t6i nghi dén hinh anh nu cwdi khi chét ctia Thege duge den, t6i nham
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chat mat 6m nang. Madeleine vO0 nhe vao lung t6i thi tham. “Bucky, c6
chuyén gi vay anh?”

T6i nhin cham cham vao bitc rém ¢ mé twong bén kia. “Hém qua bon
anh bat dwgc Linda Martin, c6 bé c6 mot doan phim quay déng canh lam
tinh cung vdi Betty. Bon ching quay & Tijuana va tit cd nhitng hinh anh
vira roi anh nghi dén déu & d6. N6 lam anh va ban anh kinh hai.”

Madeleine giat minh. “Linda c6 nhac dén em khong?”

“Khong, va anh ciing da kiém tra ho so vu an. Khong hé c6 nhac dén tén
em, nhung bon anh da ct mot nit canh sat vao & chung phong khai thac c6
bé va néu né ndi ra thi em sé khong thoat dugc dau.”

“Em khong sg anh yéu a. Linda sé khong nhé dugc em.”

To6i treon 1én dé nhin Madeleine r6 hon. Son trén moéi nang nhoé di vi toi
da lam in day ca 1én goi. “Em yéu, anh khéng dé cap dén em. D6 la viéc
anh nén lam dé co6 gio phit nay, nhung viéc d6 van lam anh lo lang. Vi vay
anh muon hoan toan chac chan em v6 t6i. Em hdy néi lai véi anh mot lan
cudi cung di, c6 diéu gi em chwa néi hét véi anh vé em, Betty va Linda
khong?”

Madeleine luon tay xudng lung xoa mdy vét seo con lai sau tran dau vai
Lee cua t6i. “Anh nay, em va Betty cé lam tinh vé&i nhau mét lan, do6 la khi
bon em gdp nhau mua hé nam ngodi. Em chi mudn thtr lam xem cdm giac
thé nao gitta hai nguwdi rat giong nhau thoi.”

To6i c6 cam giac nhw minh dang bi chét dudi, nhuw chiéc giwong bén duéi
ching t6i dang roi xuéng. Madeleine nhuw dang ditng & cudi duwong ham va
chi thinh thodng méi hién r6 trwdc mat t6i. “Anh Bucky, chi c6 vay thdi,
em thé la chi cé nhu thé thoi ma,” giong ndi nang run run nhw tir xa xam
vong vé trong toi. T6i ddy mac quan ao va chi khi deo lai khau 38 va chiéc
cong tay toi m@i nhan ra la minh vira méi thoat khoi buwéc trugt chan.

Madeleine van xin: “O lai di, anh yéu, em xin anh hay & lai”, t6i buéc
lubn ra khéi nha dé tranh do dy. Td6i 1én xe bat dién dam cho nghe giong
noi cua canh sat lam t6i phan tan y nghi kia. Giong noi trong may lap tic
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vang lén: “Ma so 4, tit ca cac don vi déu dang & goc duong Crenshaw va
dwong Stocker. Xdy ra vu cudp, hai nguoi chét, ké bi tinh nghi chét, doi 4-
A-82 thong bao ké tinh nghi la Raymond Doughlas Nash, dan 6ng da trang,
do6i twgng diéu tra vién bo trén so...”

T6i kéo manh day chiéc mdy dién dam, n6 may va dap ga phong di. Ra
ngoai dwong toi lai thay giong Lee dau dé bén tai vdi cau néi quen thudc.
“Pirng noi voi td cau khong biét rang vu c6 gai kia dang quan tam hon tén
Nash”; phéng nhw bay vao pho nhwng t6i van thdy hinh anh minh quy goi
tredc hon ma cda ban t6i mac du toi biét ké giét nguwoi kia thuce sy la tay
mau mat dang gom. Chen xe vao dau trong bai, t6i lai thdy Lee tan tinh, voi
vinh, 16i kéo, x0 day t6i doi nhuwong dwong; toi vo cung titc gian chay 1én
phong lam viéc.

Vira ra khéi dau cau thang t6i goi to: “Blanchard!” Cavanaugh vira buéc
ra khoi phong va chi cho t6i Lee dang trong phong tam. Toi da tung cira va
thdy Lee dang rira tay bén trong.

Thay t6i, cau ta chia tay ra, ngén tay van con ri mau. “T¢ dam vao
twong, coi nhu ty hanh xac dé hoi 16i cho tén Nash kia.”

Nhung nhu thé van chwa da. To6i khong théem dé y dén vét thwong ma ci
thé cdu xé giay vo cau ta cho dén khi hai tay t6i day mau va cau ta guc
xuong bat tinh dwdi chan toi.
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Chuong 14

Du that bai trong tran dau dau tién véi cau ta nhung téi con duwgce noi
tiéng va chin ngan do la tién mat. Nhuwng chién thang trong tran dau nay chi
lam cho c6 tay t6i bong gan, hai khuyu tay sai khdp va phdi nam nghi bat
dong mot ngay rong va tham chi con bi di ttng véi thudc codeine ma dai uy
Jack gtri cho. Phan thuwéng duy nhat ma t6i c6 dugc do la dugc thoat khai
co nang Elizabeth Short kia hai mwoi tw gio, va diéu toi té nhat roi cling
phai dén - t6i sé phai 6m hon Lee va Kay xem tinh ban ctia ba chiing toi cé
ctru van dugc khong.

Chiéu tht Tw, t6i l14i xe quay vé nha sau mot ngay nghi ngoi véi vu
Thuwgce duwge va mét tuan ky niém sy khai dau cta vu an. Sau gio chiéu sé
dén cudc hen vGi Thad Green va du khong mudn t6i cing van phai tim dén
Lee xem c6 cach gi che dau dugc sy viéc hay khong.

Ctra phia trvéc dang md, trén ban da co6 san to Herald dang md trang hai
va ba. Nhitng gi can ba nhat trong cudc doi caa téi déu dugc phoi bay - vu
Thuwgce duge, ga Bobby De Witt livu manh tré vé nha, tén Nash bi mot canh
sat thudc Van phong canh sat trwdng ban chét sau khi tén nay da dam vao
mot nguwdi ban rau qua goc Nhat Béan, giét chét nguwdi cha va dita con trai
md&i muwoi bon tudi.

“Chung ta da noi tiéng r6i, anh Dwight a.”

Kay dang dung & ngudng cwra. Toi cuoi rung ca khuyu tay dang bi
thuwong. “Khét tiéng thi ding hon. Lee dau?”

“Em khong biét. Anh ay di tir chiéu hom qua.”

“Em biét cau ay dang gdp rac roi ma.”
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“Em biét anh da danh anh ay nhtr t.”

T6i budc dén. Hoi thd cua Kay day mui thudc 14, khuon mat hoc hac vi
kho6c nhiéu. T6i 6m c6 va Kay cling vong tay 6m lai. “Em khong trach anh
vi chuyén do.”

T6i nung toc diu dang. “Co 1€ bay gio De Witt da & Los Angeles roi. Néu
t0i nay Lee khong vé anh sé dén & day vdi em.”

Kay day t6i ra. “Néu khong mudn ngu vGi em thi dirng dén.”

T6i ndi: “Anh khong thé, Kay a.”

“Tai sao? Vi co bé hang x6m ma anh m@i quen phai khong?”

T6i nhd ra 10i n6i doi ctia minh véi Lee. “Pung... a khong, khong phai
thé. Chi vi...”

“V1i cai g1, anh Dwight?”

T6i 6m Kay dé c6 khong thé nhin dwgc anh mat minh va t6i biét nhitng
gi t6i sap noi ra day sé bién t6i thanh mot dira tré, thanh ké noi déi. “Chi vi
em va Lee nhu nhitng nguwoi trong gia dinh anh, Lee la ban cua anh, va vira
roi lai xdy ra chuyén rac roi, chac cau ta cling dang phan van khong biét
bon anh con la ban hay khong, cho nén lam chuyén dé bay gio sé khong
tot. Co bé ma anh gap khong la gi ca. Co ay khong hé c6 y nghia gi doi vGi
anh.”

Kay noi: “Tat ca nhitng gi khong lién quan dén nghé canh sat, danh dam
va sing ong anh déu lo sg cd,” va om chat lung t6i. T6i dé cho c6 6m va
biét rang Kay van nghi t6i la con ngudi trong sach. Lat sau toi chia tay Kay
va quay vao pho.

bong ho trong phong Thad Green da nhich sang ding 6:00 nhung van
khong thdy Lee dén, 6:01 co6 thv ky mé cira phong Green va day t6i vao.
Vién giam doc phu trach cac thdm t& ngang mat 1én nhin t6i. “Blanchard
dau? Cau dy mdi la nguoi té6i mudn gap.”

To6i néi: “Toi khong biét, thira sép,” va ditng nghiém. Green chi ghé bao
t0i ngoi trong khi van nhin t6i tritng trirtng. “Chac cau c6 rat nhiéu 1oi dé
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giai thich cho hanh dong ctia ban cau t6i hom thi Hai. Néi di.”

T6i néi: “Thua sép, c6 em gai cta Lee bi giét khi con 1a dira tré va vu
Thuwgce duge den nay chinh 1a sy dan vat déi véi cau ta. Ga Bobby De Witt
bi ciu ay tom co trong vu Boulevard-Citizens duwgc tha ngay hom qua, va
tredc ddy mot tuan hai ching téi khir bon tén. BO phim kia lam cau ay
khong thé kiém ché noi. Toi dudi theo cau dy dén quan bar danh cho céac
lesbian vi chac cau ay nghi c6 thé tim dwgc manh méi nao dé vé thang
khon quay b6 phim.”

Green khong con gat gu nhu khi t6i n6i nita. “Cau dung la thang luat sw
gia doi tim da cach bao bién cho hanh dong ctia chi minh. Trong S& cua
t0i, ngwoi nao cling phai dwoc kiém tra tam 1y trwdc khi khoac sac phuc 1én
minh. Nhuwng cau cling can nhé rang toi khong thé thong cam hét cho cac
cau dugc. To6i sé néi vGi cau diéu nay, toi dinh chi cong tac cta Lee dé
kiém diém nhung khong phai vi hom thit Hai cau ta 16 mdng ma vi cau ta
trinh bao cdo noi rang thang Nash kia b6i nho danh dy cong viéc cuia chiing
ta. T6i cho rang viéc d6 la khong ding. Cau nghi thé nao?”

T6i c6 cam gidc hai chan minh dang run ban bat. “T6i nghi thé, thuva
sép.”

“Vay thi cau khong thong minh nhv toi twong. Khi gdp Lee cau bao cau
ta nop lai phu hiéu va sing. Cau tiép tuc diéu tra vu Short va nhé dirng tiép
tuc du da. Chic nga ngon.”

T6i ditng day quay ra va van giit nguyén tu thé nghiém nghi kiéu quan
do6i cho dén khi xuoéng dén phong hop chung. T6i 1dy dién thoai goi vé nha,
vé Doi University va khach san El Nido nhung khong cé két qua gi. Cam
giac c6 chuyén khong hay, tdi quay s6 goi Van phong phu trach phéng
thich tu nhan hat.

Mot giong dan 6ng 1én tiéng. “Phong phu trach phong thich tu nhan hat
Los Angeles xin nghe. T0i c6 thé giup gi duwgc cho anh khong?”

“T6i la sy quan cta S& canh sat thanh pho Los Angeles. T6i mudn hoi vé
nhitng ti nhan mdi duge phéng thich gan day.”
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“Pugc thoi.”

“Robert ‘Bobby’ De Witt. Ra khoi nha giam hom qua.”

“Chuyén do6 khong cé gi. Han chuwa dang ky vGi bén buu dién. To6i da goi
cho quan ly bén xe buyt & Santa Rosa, khong thdy han mua vé vé Los
Angeles ma mua mot vé di San Diego, trung chuyén & Tijuana. Chung t6i
chwa phat 1énh bat lai vi t6i bé tron. Phu trach buwu dién ctia han cho rang co
thé han ré qua Tijuana dé gidi quyét va cho han dén sang mai phai c6 mat.”

Toi gdc may va cam thdy nhe nhang hon vi De Witt chwa quay lai Los
Angeles. Toi di thang may xudng dinh di tim Lee thi gap Russ Millard va
Harry Sears dang di vao cau thang bo. Russ nhin thay toi lién ngoac tay ra
hiéu va t6i budc dén.

T6i héi ngay: “Chuyén & Tijuana thé nao?”

Harry vira thé vira néi. “Cha c6 gi cad. Tim can nha d6 nhung khong thay
ma toan gdp bon ban ma tiy. Bon t6i con hoi tham ca nguwdi quen cta co
nang Short kia @ Dago nhung cling chang thu dwoc gi. To6i...”

Millard dat tay 1én vai Sears ngan lai. “Bucky, Lee dén Tijuana ro6i. Mot
nhan vién tuan tra nhin thay cau ta dang dam dum vd&i m6t dam canh sat dia
phuong.”

T6i nghi dén viéc De Witt cling dén Tijuana va phan van khéng hiéu sao
Lee lai n6i chuyén vai canh sat Méhico. “Lau chwa?”

Sears noi: “Toi hom qua. Loew, Vogel va Koenig cling & d6. Ho da néi
chuyén v6i canh sat Tijuana. Russ cho rang ho nghi ngd bon Nam My néi
tiéng Tay Ban Nha gay ra vu Thugc dugc nay.”

T6i lai nghi dén canh Lee chay theo bon xau kia va hinh dnh ngudi cau ta
day mau nam run ray dwdi chan t6i. Millard néi: “Do6 chi la chuyén tao lao
thdi vi Meg Caulfield da c6 manh mo6i vé ga dan 6ng theo 10i ctia cd bé
Martilkova r6i. Han la ga da trang tén la Walter “Duke” Wellington. Chiing
toi da kiém tra h6 so ca nhan va biét han la tay bom dam va khiéu dam cé
hang. Tét ca déu tot dep ngoai trir viéc dai Uiy Jack nhan dwgc mot 14 thw tr
Wellington, déng dau buwu dién ba hom trwdc. Han dang lan tron vi sg lién
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quan dén vu Thugc dwge den va thi nhan da quay bé phim Betty Short va
Lorna. Sg bi theo doi nén han gwi dén mot ban chi tiét chitng cé ngoai
pham trong nhitng ngay Betty mat tich. Jack da dich than kiém tra va nhan
thay chitng c& rat chat ché. Wellington ciing giti mot ban cho t& Herald va
ngay mai ho sé dang tin nay.”

“Co6 nghia la Lorna néi doi dé bao vé han?”

Sears gat dau. “Cé vé la thé. Wellington van dang lan tron t6i moi gidi
dan khach mai dam trwéc day va Lorna ngam miéng dé bao vé cho han.
Nhung day mai thuce sy 1a chuyén rac r6i: Bon t6i goi dién cho Loew néi
v6i anh ta rang tén Méhico kia chi 1a loai bo di, nhuwng anh ban ctia ching
ta lai n6i rang Vogel va Koenig van dang lung suc bon nguwdi Nam My kia.”

Viéc diéu tra ctia ching t6i ngay cang tré nén khéi hai. Toi néi: “Néu la
thw giti cho bao chi d6 duwgc cong bo thi chac chan ho sé quay lai day tim
ching ta. Vi vay t6t nhat la ching ta nén gitt kin thong tin v4i bon ho. Lee
bi dinh chi cong tac roéi nhwng ciu ta da sao dwgc ho so vu an va dang gidu
& mot khach san. Chuing ta ciing c6 thé st dung cho d6 dé giau thong tin
cua minh.”

Millard va Sears cham rai gat dau, rac r6i da tim dén véi toi. “Nhan vién
bén Phong quan ly phéong thich tu nhan cho biét Bobby De Witt da mua vé
xe di Tijuana. Néu Lee ciing & do thi c6 thé sé xdy ra chuyén rac r6i.”

Millard giat minh. “Thé thi nguy réi. De Witt khong phai la thang vira
dau, c6 thé han da biét Lee dang & do6. Toi sé goi cho bén tuan tra duong
bién bao ho bat han lai.”

To6i biét cong viéc nay la ctia minh. “T6i sé di.”
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Chuong 15

Toi vuot qua dwong bién ding ltc binh minh. Thanh pho Tijuana cling
thitc day khi t6i vao dén dai 10 Revolution, con dwong 16n nhat cta thanh
pho. Tré con an xin dang dao bdi dong chai hop viit di tim bira sang, nguoi
ban hang rong tat td khuady noéi chdo trén 1o, cac thuy tha va linh hai quan
sau mot dem truy hoan dang dugc diu ra khdi nha chita. Nhitng ké khon
ngoan thi déu tim dén Calle Colon® hay hanh nghé ban ma tuy rong, bon
ngoc nghéch thi dé vé phia Pong Tijuana dé xem budi biéu dién khi ltic
sang sdm. Xe du lich da n6i dudi nhau xép hang trudc cac cira hang ban do
ha gia. Gidgi giau c6 thi di nhitng chiéc Chevy“ san xudt ti trudc chién
tranh trong cac bo dong phuc den trong cha khac gi thanh vién cia bon
Nazi.

To6i lung suc trén dwong tim Lee va chiéc Ford san xuat nam 1940 cia
cau ta. Toi dinh dirng lai héi canh sat tuan tra bién giéi nhung lai chgt nhé
anh ban minh da bi dinh chi cong tac va dang mang vii khi bat hgp phap
trén nguwoi nén danh théi. Nhé lai khach san Divisidero t6i da tirng dén
trong nhitng chuyén di tham quan tr thoi hoc cdp ba, toi quyét dinh di ra
khu ngoai vi thanh pho nho nguwoi My gitp do.

Toa nha xay theo phong cach Art Deco™ xau xi ding lac 16ng vGi day
nha 6 chu6t. T6i phai ham doa anh chang nhan vién 1é tan anh ta méi chi
cho t6i “phai doan nha Loew” & phong s6 642 phia sau tang trét, giong quat
thao da vong ra t bén trong.

Fritzie Vogel van dang 16n tiéng. “T6i van khang dinh ching ta phai tom
duwgc thang Nam My do! La thu gwti t& Herald khong nhac dén bd phim do
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ma chi ndi Wellington gap c6 nang Thugc duge va co bé tré con kia vao
cu0i thang 11! Ching ta van...”

Ellis Loew quat lai: “Khong thé lam nhw vay! Wellington thtra nhan v&i
Tierney 1a di quay cuén phim. Ong ay la ngudi giam sat chiing ta nén
khong thé qua mat 6ng ay dugc.”

T6i m@& ctra va thdy Loew, Vogel cung véi Koenig dang ngoi hoi y véi
nhau, moi ngwdi cam trén tay moét to Herald. Thay toi budc vao tat ca déu
im bat. Koenig tr6 mat ra nhin, Loew va Vogel 1am bam: “Bleichert.”

T6i noi: “Con Thuwge dugce khi gié nay. Lee da dén day. Bobby De Witt
cling dén day. Sap co6 chuyén khong hay xdy ra r6i. Cac anh...”

Loew néi: “Thang Blanchard ché chét. N6 bi dinh chi r6i.” T6i lao thang
dén cho anh ta, Koenig va Vogel voi vang lao ra ngan lai. Vién pho uy vién
cong t0 quan sg hai lui vao mé trong, Koenig tum tay, cung vdi Vogel day
t0i ra ngoai. Loew van nhin t6i v4i anh mat thu han, Fritzie tdc lwi ra hiéu.
“To6i c6 cho dé cau thé hién tai thi ddu hang trung rat hay. Néu cau hita
khong danh Bill toi sé tim doi tht cho cau.”

To6i gat dau va Koenig tha tay toi ra. Fritzie néi: “Toi sé 1ai xe. Cau lai sé
khong tot.”

Fritzie 1ai con t6i ngo6i nhin. Trong vu ¢6 nang Short nay anh ta t6 ra kha
hiéu qua va c6 18 chitc thugng dy dang chd doi anh ta. An may, gai diém va
thanh nién bui doi lang thang day pho. Sau bon tiéng dong ho, duwong xa trd
nén qua déng duc, xe khong thé di néi nén ching t6i nhay xuéng di bo.

Ra khoi xe, canh twong con do day hon. An may tré con quén chit 1ay
ching t6i cam thanh gia chia ca 1én mat. Fritzie quat thdo gat ching ra dé
buwdc di nhung khudon mat déi khat cta ching lam t6i chanh long, toi doi to
nam do la ra tién peso va tung ca nam tién xu ra khi ching xuat hién tu hop.

Mot gio di bo nhung chiing t6i van khéng tim thdy Lee va cling chang
thdy ga nguwoi My nao giong Bobby De Witt xudt hién ca. Lat sau mot anh
canh sat dia phvong mdc do so mi den, di ung dang tha than nhin thay anh
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mat t6i va héi: “Canh sat phai khong?” T6i dirng lai va thay vi tra 10i t6i
chia phu hiéu ra.

Anh ta thoc tay vao tui 16i ra bitc anh dién bao, hinh rat mo nhung dong
chit “Robert Bobby De Witt” thi lai vo cung ro. Fritzie vo vai vién canh sat
héi. “Han & dau?”

Vién canh sat Méhic6 dap chan va néi rat to. “Mai di theo t6i”

Anh ta di trudc dan chiing t6i vao mot con hém day cac phong diéu tri
bénh lay qua dudng tinh duc va chi mdt can nha xay bang xi mang giang
day day thép gai phia truwdc. Fritzie dwa cho ciu ta mot do la, vién canh sat
lam dong tac chao kiéu Mussolini® va quay buéc. Toi buwdc rat nhanh vao
trong nhung c6 khong thé hién la minh dang chay.

Canh sat dia phvong tay lam lam sung may ditng canh ctta. Toi chia phu
hiéu va ho tranh sang bén, Fritzie cling vao theo t0i, tay anh ta da chuan bi
san may to do la 1é va bwdc dén ban thwong trire. Vién canh sat trirc ban vo
ngay to tién va Fritzie hoi: “C6 nguwoi My nao ¢ day khong? C6 ai tén la De
Witt khong?”

Anh ta cudi va bat cong tac phia sau lung, canh ctra trong twong bat mé.
Fritzie noi: “Chinh x4ac la chiing ta can ¢ bon can ba nay cai gi?”

“Lee dang & day, c6 1é cau ay ciling dang truy tim manh moi cua riéng
minh. Thang De Witt cling dén thang day ti* nha tu Quentin.”

“Han khong dén trinh dién bén dang ky buwu dién sao?”

“Khong.”

“Va De Witt van con cam thu Lee vi vu Boulevard-Citizens?”

“C6 thé ndi nhu vay.”

Chting t6i buwdc vao mdt hanh lang, hai bén day cac phong giam nhé. De
Witt ngoi trong phong giam cudi cung, thiy t6i ga da ha nhuc Kay Lake kia
ding day. Nhitng nam thang trong tu qué la khong dé dang doi véi han, vé
ctirng ran cta khuon mat lwdi cay xuat hién trén bao chi tirt nam 1939 bay
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gio trong kho héo, tiéu tuy, kiéu téc pachuco™® cia han ciing 16i thai nhw bo
quan 4o cta doi quan cttu té€ ma han dang mac.

Chung t6i budc vao. De Witt ¢o t6 ra can dam nhwng van khong giau noi
vé gi dé to ra khudt phuc. “Canh sat phai khong? Du sao thi cac 6ng cling
con la ngwoi My nhung toi cling cha them gdp cac ong.” Fritzie noi: “May
thich gi?” Va da ludn vao ha bo han. De Witt khom ngudi 6m bung, Fritzie
tim c6 do tang luén cho han ct va bang mu ban tay. Bot mép, nudc dai cta
han bat dau sui ra. Fritzie thd De Witt ra va boi sap thom 1én tay. De Witt
16m c6m duwéi san nha, bo dén chiéc ghé dung de€ tiéu tién trong phong ngu
va non théc non thdo. Han c6 ditng day nhung ngay lap tiéc Fritzie lai lao
dén tim dau han dn xudng chau nuwéc gidi. Tén dau xo tirng ca gan cuwdp
ngan hang udng nwdc dai ciia minh va lai non oe.

Vogel noi: “Lee Blanchard cling dang & day va vua ra khoi nha tu may
cling lao dén noi nay, dé la sy trung hop choé chét va tao khoéng thich thé.
Tao khong thich may, tao khong thich nhitng con diém bi may gieo rac
bénh giang mai, tao khong thich phai lan 16i dén noi ché ban & nwéc ngoai
thé nay, tao thich & nha vé&i gia dinh tao. Tao rat thich lam dau bon tdi pham
nhw may, vi vdy may phai trd 10i cau héi cta tao ding su thwe, néu may
khong mu6n an don.”

Fritzie kéo han 1én mot chat, De Witt ha hoc mom hit thé. T6i nhat chiéc
vay day cau ban vt trén san nha dinh dwa tan tay cho han nhwng chgt nhé
dén nhitng vét seo ma han dé lai trén do6i chan ctia Kay nén tbi chi quang
cho han va lay chiéc ghé ngoai hanh lang vao. Fritzie x6 han ngoi 1én ghé
va cong tay sau.

De Witt ngwéc mat 1én nhin ching t6i, quan han den xi. Fritzie hdi:
“May c6 biét trung uy Lee dang & Tijuana nay khong?”

De Witt lac dau lam roi may giot nwdc gidi con bam trén mat. “Toi
khong gap Blanchard ké tir khi lanh ban an cho chét do.”

Fritzie lai tdng cho han mot cu va. “Pung dung nhitng 10i bang bé véi
bon tao, may phdi goi tao la ngai. Bay gio nghe tao héi lai, may c6 biét
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trung uy Blanchard cling dang & Tijuana nay khong?”

De Witt ling bing: “Khong”. Fritzie nhac lai: “May phaéi néi 1a Khong,
thwa ngai,” va ban thém mot céi tat. De Witt guc mat xudng nguc. Fritzie
dung mot ngén tay nang mat han 1én héi. “Khong cai gi?”

De Witt rit 1én: “Khong, thwa ngai.”

Han ding la tén khong vira. Toi néi: “Blanchard rat sg may, vi sao vay?”

Han nam chat ghé, t6c xoa xudng tran cuwdi sdc sua, tiéng cwdi cia han
tré nén man dai. Fritzie bam tim mat may dam nhuw troi gidng vao mat han,
toi néi: “Ct dé cho n6 cwdi.” Vogel danh phai dirng tay, diéu cudi nhw dién
dai cia De Witt tat luon.

De Witt c6 hit thé va néi: “Con ngudi yéu dudi, that nyc cudi. Lee sg toi
vi nhitng gi t6i ba hoa & toa, nhung tit ca nhitng gi toi biét déu chi qua bao
chi, va toi cling rat sg cau ta. Néu noi déi toi chét ngay. Co thé t6i nhac dén
viéc tra thu nhung doé chac la chuyén linh tinh véi ddm ban tu thoi, nhung
khi Lee giét dam da den do, toi...”

Vogel thui vao nguc De Witt khién cd nguwdi han va chiéc ghé nga lan
xuong san nha. Khac ra cd mau va rang, ga quai di vira rén ri vira cuoi,
Fritzie cii nguoi that dong mach canh khong cho mau 1én ndo han. “Bobby,
tao khong thich trung ty Lee, nhung ciu dy la dong nghiép cua tao va tao
khong muén nhitng thang can ba nhw may xic pham cau ay. Bay gio thi
may da mac tdi xic pham canh sat va tdi bé dén day khi ra tu, vi vy may
sé phdi quay lai. Khi tao tha that nit ra may phdi noi vdi tao 1y do tai sao
néu khong tao sé budc co cho dén khi cai dau ché cua may v& tung ra nhw
vun banh bich quy.”

Fritzie tha tay ra, mat De Witt dang tai xanh bién thanh dé trng. Vogel chi
dung mot tay tim ca tén tdi pham va chiéc ghé dung 1én. Bobby lai cudi,
sau d6 nho ra cd mom mau réi mdi im. Han lai ngwdc 1én nhin Fritzie nhw
con cho6 trung thanh duy nhat nhin chd. “T6i muon dén lay it hang mang vé
Los Angeles roi mdi ra trinh bao vdi bén quéan ly buwu dién. Ngwoi téi dén
gap la mot tay rat dé dai, cac anh chi can noi: ‘Ngai Gee, t6i vira & trai tam
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nam roi, bay gio to6i muodn ki€ém an trd lai,” va 6ng ta sé chang thém hoi vi
sao anh lai dén muon thé.”

De Witt hit thé that manh, Fritzie néi: “Ngon lanh day, néi tiép di.”

Bobby thi thao not 16i thu toi: “Ngudi toi dén gdp tén la Felix Chasco.
Ong 4y dinh gip t6i & nha tro Calexico Garden t6i nay. Ga ban til ngudi
Los Angeles la em trai cia ga nay. Toi chwa gap han nén xin dirng danh toi
nita.”

Fritzie rd 1én va voi vang chay ra khoéi nha tu di bdo céo chién lgi pham.
De Witt lifm mau trén miéng va quay sang nhin toi, ngwdi chu con lai duy
nhat cta han vi Vogel da bién. T6i néi: “Chuyén ctia may va Lee Blanchard
coi nhu cham dt va dirng qua kich dong day.”

De Witt n6i: “Thua anh canh sat, tat ca nhitng gi lién quan gitta t6i va
Lee chi la vi toi da quan hé vdi co ban gai Kay Lake cua anh ta.”

T6i nhé da bude dén cho han, hai tay tim c6 han nhac 1én va phan van
khong biét nguoi ta phai dung bao nhiéu sitc manh dé siét c6 con cho cho
mat no 10i ra. T6i nhd sac mat han thay doi han va han 4 ¢ may tr gi do
bang tiéng Tay Ban Nha va tiéng Fritzie hét 1én: “Pa kiém tra ro6i.” Sau dé
c6 ai d6 day toi ra va téi khong con biét gi nita.

T6i lo mo nhé hinh nhw t6i bi ha guc trong tran dau Bleichert-Blanchard
tht ba va khéng biét tdi da lam dau ban minh thé nao. Toi bap be, “Lee?
Lee? Cau c6 sao khong?” va thdy hai ga canh sat dau béng mwot mac ao
den. Fritzie Vogel buéc dén noi: “T6i tha thang Bobby do di dé ching ta
theo doi tim thang ban n6é nhung han dam ca gan cat duoi trong khi cau
ngu, do la diéu t6i té d6i véi han.”

Co6 ai do rat cao 16n dung toi day va t6i 10 mo doan do chi co thé 1a Bill
Koenig. Bau choang vang, hai chan run rdy, to6i dé cho Fritzie va ddm canh
sat Méhico diu ra khoi nha giam. Troi bén ngoai da to6i va thanh pho
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Tijuana da lén dén. Xe tuan tra lao dén, Bill va Fritzie day t6i 1én ghé sau.
Ga tai xé bat coi hiéu va phéng di.

Chung t6i di 1én huwéng Bac va dirng trwdc khu nha c6 khodng san phia
trudc trai soi. Canh sat Tijuana trong bo kaki cu6i ngwa ditng gac tredc cira
can nha phia trong, tay lam lam stng. Fritzie nhdy mat va gio tay ra cho t6i
vin, toi gat ra va ty bwdc xudng xe. Fritzie di trwedc, ddm canh sat gio sing
chao chung toi va md ctra.

Can phong néng nac mui hoi thdi. Xac chét cia Bobby De Witt va mot
gd nguwoi Méhico nam dwdi san nha, mau van chdy ra t* may cho bi tring
dan. Nuéc trong hop so chay ra lénh lang. Trén c6 De Witt con nguyén vét
toi bop c6 han. T6i nhan ra trong lic mat tinh tdo vi mudn tra thu cho hai
nguoi than toi da hanh dong. Fritzie nhan ra y nghi cua toi, anh ta cuoi va
néi: “Khong phai cdu dau, bon khac. Thang Felix Chasco la tay buén ma
tuy khét tiéng. C6 thé bon nghién ngdp rac rwdi, co thé la Lee va cling cé
thé la Chua da giét han. Theo t6i nén dé cho canh sat Méhico gidi quyét vu
nay con ching ta quay lai Los Angeles gidi quyét vu c6 bé Thugc dwgc den
kia.”
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Chuong 16

Vu giét tén Bobby De Witt chiém nira c6t trén td Mirror, t6i rat ngac
nhién dugc Loew cho nghi m6t ngay. Vu Lee mat tich khién cd Phong
Metropolitan (Phong phu trach trung tam) phai vao cudc.

Ca ngay nghi hau nhuw t6i phai ngoi ¢ van phong ctia Jack Tierney dé ho
tham van véi hang tram cau héi vé Lee - 1y do ciu ta mat kiém ché trong
bu6i xem cudn phim, vé quan bar danh cho lesbian La Verne’s Hideaway,
1y do cau ta bi vu E. Short day vo, vé vu tén Nash va quan hé ctia cau ta véi
Kay. T6i tra 10i rat nhanh, cung cap day du cac thong tin nhung cling khong
quén gidu di viéc Lee dung Benzedrien, can phong cau ta giau tai liéu &
khach san El Nido, va viéc ciu ta song chung véi Kay la hoan toan minh
bach. Mdy tén diéu tra ngé ngan cua Phong Metropolitan lién tuc tra héi
xem toi cé cho rang Lee la ngwoi giét Bobby De Witt va Felix Chasco hay
khong, t6i phai nhac di nhac lai v6i ho rang cau dy khong phai la tén giét
nguwoi. Yéu cau gidi thich vé tran danh nhau, t6i n6i véi ho t6i da cho ciu ta
mot tran don vi tire téi vu tén Nash, va rang Lee la ciu vo si, va c6 1é chang
bao lau nita sé la cyu canh sat, cau dy da qua gia khong thé tiép tuc quay lai
dau treong, va cling rat dé bi kich dong khi nhin thdy bon dong tinh trong
khi d6 manh dat Méhicé diang la noi thich hgp cho nhitng con nguwdi nhw
thé. Toi c6 cam giac bon ho cha thém quan tam dén chuyén Lee bi thwong -
va chi mudn tao dung hoé so dé loai cau ay ra khoi Iyc lwgng canh sat Los
Angeles. T6i lién tuc phdi nhac ho la khéng nén kéo t6i vao viéc diéu tra do
va moi lan dong y t6i lai phai dung ngén tay tw dam vao ban tay minh dé
tranh nadi ra nhitng 10i lang ma ho, tham chi con t6i té hon thé.
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Raoi khoi Hoi trvong thanh pho, t6i dén thang cho Kay. Hai canh sat cta
Phong Metropolitan cung da dén tham van nang vé cudc séng gan bd cta
Kay véi Lee, vé chuyén quan hé vdi Bobby De Witt triéc kia. Kay nhin toi
v6i anh mat lanh Iung va t6i hiéu nang ciing coi t6i nhu mot canh sét, t6i do
danh va dong vién Kay, néi rang Lee sé trd vé nhung nang noi: “Ciling thé
thoi,” va day t6i ra.

T6i dén kiém tra phong s6 204 & khach san El Nido v6i hy vong sé tim
duwgc 161 nhan nao do6 dé lai nhung tat ca nhitng gi c6 & do chi la nhitng ban
sao ho so vé vu Elizabeth Short.

Can phong dung la chd ngd dac trung ctia nhitng nguwoi dan Ong
Hollywood doc than: givong Murphy, bon tam, nha vé sinh bé xiu. Nhung
twong nha dan day cac birc anh chan dung Elizabeth Short, cac bitc anh cat
ra ti bao va tap chi, nhitng cau chuyén khung khiép vé vu viéc xady ra ¢ géc
duwong s6 39 va duwong Norton. Trén giwdong virt day cac hop gidy bia cac-
tong bén trong la toan bé ho so diéu tra cia mot canh sat: cac bién ban,
danh muc chitng c6, 16i goi y, bdo cdo diéu tra hién trerong va tham van, tat
ca déu duoc sap xép theo thir t.

Cha con viéc gi dé lam, t6i ngoi 1at xem dong ho so. T6i tim dwogc rat
nhiéu théng tin, nhwng c6 1€ sitc e ctia con nguwdi tao dwng 1én né méi 16n
lao hon va that khung khiép khi cong sitc do lai bi don vao vu viéc cia mot
c6 nang ngd ngan. Toi khong biét nén tran trong Betty Short hay 10t hét tat
ca cac hinh co6 ta trén twong xudng. Trén dudong quay ra, tdi chia phu hiéu
cho nhan vién tiép tan va tra treéc cho cau ta mot thang tién phong va yéu
cau gilr nguyén can phong nhu téi da hiva véi Millard va Sears - nhung thuc
ra toi gitt n6 cho trung uy Leland C. Blanchard, nguwoi dang lan khuat dau
do trudc mat toi.

Toi goi cho cac bao Thoi bdo, Mirror, Herald, Tin tiic hang ngdy yéu cau
dang mot muc tin ca nhan: Lira - phong ngt van nguyén ven, nhdn tin cho
té ngay - Nuwdc da! Mang theo minh mau tin nhan doé, to6i di dén noi duy
nhat ma to6i biét c6 thé cau ta sé tim dén.
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Goc duwong s6 39 va duong Norton bay gio chi con la cac khu dat trong
khong. Khong co den, xe canh sat hay dan to mo ding xem. Gio phang
phat thoi khi t6i ditng d6 va cang nghi dén Lee t6i lai cang nhan ra rang
cudc doi canh sat cta toi r6i cling tréi di nhw cudc doi cia cd gai xdu so
kia.
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Chuong 17

Budi sang, téi gtti cho nhitng nguwdi trén quyén moi ngwdi mot ban dé
nghi. T6i sao 1a thw dé nghi duwgc diéu chuyén va gui cho Ellis Loew, Russ
Millard, va dai uy Jack Tierney, trong d6 viét:

T6i dé nghi dugc chdm dut cong viéc diéu tra vu Elizabeth Short ngay
ldp titc va quay lai cong viéc bén Phong cdnh sdt diéu tra trung tdm. Toi
thd@y vu Short xitng ddng vdi nhitng nguoi cé nhiéu kinh nghiém hon t6i.
Hon nira, vdi viéc ban t6i, trung uy L. C. Blanchard dang mat tich, t6i sé
tiép nhdn chitc sy quan diéu tra cao cdp, va t6i muén minh phdi lam duwoc
nhitng cong viéc xing ddng vdi vi tri minh thay thé dé. Dé chudn bi cho
viéc tiép nhdn vi tri do, t6i da nghién cttu ndi dung sdt hach lén trung uy va
hy vong sé dugc tham gia trong dot thdng chitc dau ndm tdi. T6i nghi nhw
vdy téi sé co co hoi dugc lam cong viéc hudn luyén, du sao thi dé cling la
s bu dap cho nhitng kinh nghiém con thiéu sét trong diéu tra ngoadi hién
truong.

Tran trong,

Dwight W. Bleichert, phti hiéu s6 1611

Phong cdnh sdt diéu tra trung tdm

Viét xong, toi doc lai 14 thw m6t 1an nita va hai long véi thai do ton trong
va st khoe khoang vira phai, 10i két cting chdp nhan dwgc. Pang ky cac bic
thw thi c6 tiéng huyén ndo rat to trong phong hop.

To6i cat mdy 1a thw vao tii va di ra xem. Mot nhom cac tham t& va ky
thuat vién thudc Phong k¥ thuat hinh sy mac do trang dang ditng vay quanh
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mot chiéc ban nhin ng6 chi tré. T6i di ra cung véi ho va bugt mom chii
“Ché chét” khi nhan ra thit lam moi nguwdi huyén ndo.

Trén khay kim loai dung chitng c6 c6 mot phong bi c6 dan tem, s6 buu
dién va thoang thodng mui xang, trén ghi may chit:

GUI TO HERALD VA CAC BAO KHAC CUA LOS ANGELES.

DAY LA NHUNG GI THUQC VE THUQC DUQC PEN.

LAM THEO BUC THU NAY.

Mot nhan vién ky thuat hinh sy deo gang tay rach la thw va 1ay n6i dung
bén trong ra - mot cudn s6 nho ghi dia chi, mot tdm thé an sinh xa hoi boc
nhia, va mot tap méng cac birc anh. Ng6 vao t6i thay tén ghi trén tam thé -
Elizabeth Ann Short - va to6i biét vu Thugc dugc den nay da vo 16. Nguoi
dan ong dirng canh t6i giai thich - m&t nhan vién dwa thw thdy chiéc phong
bi trong hop thu gan thw vién trong trung tam, anh ta suyt ngat xiu, sau dé
goi duwgc hai canh sat tuan tra va ca ba nguwdi mang birc thue vé day.

Ellis Loew day may nhan vién k¥ thuat ra xen vao, Fritzie Vogel bam got
anh ta. Nguoi phu trach ky thuat dap tay byc titc va ngay lap titc can phong
am am tiéng quat thao, chwti bdi. Russ Millard phai thoi coi hiéu va hét:
“Tranh ra dé ngwoi ta lam viéc. Im lang di.”

Tat ca chung t6i lam theo.

Nhan vién ky thuat rac bot 1ay van tay 1én phong bi, 1ay cudn s6 ghi dia
chi ra kiém tra anh dan trén dé va reo 1én nhu bac sy phau thuat ditng bén
ban mé6:

“Hai vét dau van tay & mat sau, hoi ban, co6 rat it diém dé so sanh, khong
du dé tai tao lai dau van hoan chinh, nhung c6 thé cling da dé doi chiéu vai
dau van cua nhitng doi twgng nghi ngd... Khong c6 ddu nao trén tam thé an
sinh... Cudn sb dia chi doc duwgc, nhung bi xang lam wét, khong thé tai
hién diu van tay. Tén va s0 dién thoai cha yéu la dan 6ng, khong dugc sap
x€ép theo thit ty chit cai, vai trang da bi xé di... Cac bitc anh chup co géi tén
Short va vai quan nhan mdc quan phuc, mat nhitng nguoi dan ong déu bi
gach ngang.”
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T6i giat minh kinh hai va tham nghi: Liéu chi v6i mot 14 thw thé nay c6
da dé lam can c&? Gia thuyét cta toi c6 bi phu nhan? Ro rang 1a thw nay do
tén giét nguwoi giri, nhw thé liéu han cé phai la mot trong nhitng quan nhan
xuat hién trong dnh? C6 phadi 14 thw nay la tro méo von chudt hay la tin hiéu
bao trudc viéc han ra thi nhan? Xung quanh t6i, cadc sy quan canh sat
dwong nhv cling dang phan van vdi nhitng cau hoi twong tw, ho tim tum
hai ba ngwoi néi chuyén, hodc dang tram ngam suy nghi c6 vé thich tha
nhu dang ndi chuyeén vdi chinh minh. Cac nhan viéen ky thuat mang toan bo
s0 manh moi vira dwgc phat hién di.

Moi ngwoi lai roi vao trang théai boi réi. Russ Millard véi vé mat lanh
nhv tién dém s6 nguwdi c6 mat va ra hiéu bdo tat ca ching t6i di ra phia sau
bang tin. Anh ta lén tiéng: “T6i khong ro hanh dong nay nham muc dich gi,
nhung chac chan tén giét nguoi da gwi birc thu d6. Nhan vién ky thuat sé
tiép tuc nghién cttu chiéc phong bi kia, ho sé nhan ban cudn so dia chi va
cung cap cho chiing ta tén nhitng ngudi can tham van.”

Dick Cavanaugh néi: “Russ, han dang giéu cgt ching ta. C6 nhitng trang
trong cudn s6 dé bi xé di, va tdi ddm ca vGi anh rang tén han sé nam trong
deé.”

Millard mim cuwdi: “Cé thé c6 ma ciling c6 thé khong. C6 thé han la thang
dién nén muon minh bi bat, cung c6 thé trong do la tén nhitng ngudi biét
han. Hy vong bén ky thuat sé 1dy dwgc dau van tay trén cac bitc anh hodc
xac dinh dwgc vai nguwdi can c vao phu hiéu trén sac phuc cta ho. Cé thé
tén ché ma kia sé gwi tiép mot 1a thu nita. Co rat nhiéu kha nang, va bay gio
toi sé chi no6i vGi cac cau nhitng diéu da chac chan: Tat ca mwdi mot nguoi
tam dirng ngay hoat dong hién tai dé tap trung kiém tra khu viec hop thw noi
tim thdy chiéc phong bi. T6i va Harry sé kiém tra lai toan bd ho so xem c6
tén nao chuing ta tirng nghi ngd con song va lam viéc quanh day khéng. Sau
dé, khi cé danh sach tén cu thé 1ay tir cudn so dia chi, ching ta sé bi mat
diéu tra. Betty rat it thé hién minh véi dan 6ng. Cau Harry?”

Sears dang ditng bén tdm ban do thanh pho Los Angeles, tay cam but va
sO tay. Nghe goi cau ta run ray: “Chung ta sé di b...0.” To6i thay rat c6 thé
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bttc thw dé nghi thuyén chuyén cta minh sé bi dong dau “Tw ch6i”. Lai cé
tiéng cai nhau bén doi dién phong hop chung.

Hai ngudi cai nhau la Ellis Loew va Jack Tierney, ngwdi nao cing mudn
chién thdang nhung van c6 gitt giong lam ram nho nhe. Ca hai kéo nhau ra
sau cot nha va toi dén buéng goi dién thoai gan dé dé nghe trom - hy vong
sé biét thong tin gi do lién quan dén Lee.

Ho khong tranh luan vé truong hgp ctia Lee ma dang néi vé c¢6 nang nao
do.

“...Jack, Horrall mu6n rut b6t ba phan tw s6 ngwdi ra khéi cong tac diéu
tra. Cho du cé thong qua khodn dé nghi kia hay khong thi chiing ta cling da
thé hién hét mitc vdi c tri r6i. Ching ta c6 thé giip d& anh ay bang cach
lan tim theo danh sach cac tén trong cudn s6 kia, tat ca cac tén. Vu an cang
duwgce cong ching quan tam thi quan hé ctia ching ta v6i anh dy cang chat

»

ché...

“Khi gio, Ellis...”

“Khong dau. Nghe t6i ndi da. Trwdc day toi cling coi co bé kia chi la
hang gai diém bo di. Nhung bay gid thi vu viéc da gdy qua nhiéu sy chud y
va ching ta c6 thé tranh tha diéu nay. Chuing ta biét sy thuc c6 bé la nguoi
thé nao, ching ta sé lam cho sy thuwc d6 dugce thé hién sinh dong gap nhiéu
lan bang nhitng ngwdi dan 6ng xudt hién trong cudn sé dia chi kia. Chiing
ta sé tiép tuc cr nguwoi tham van ho, toi sé cung cap tén cho bén bao, chiing
ta sé lam cho sy viéc lic nao cling néng cho dén khi nao bat duwgc tén giét
nguoi kia.”

“Po la tro xdo tra, Ellis a. Tén cta ga giét ngwoi kia c6 thé khong nam
trong cudn so dia chi. Han la thang bi bénh tam than va han dang quay lung
vé phia ching ta ma n6i rang: ‘Lam gi thi lam di'. C6 bé do6 la ngwoi thé
nao t6i da biét diéu dé ngay tit dau ciing nhw anh. Nhung diéu d6 dem lai
két qua ngwoc sy mong doi ctia ching ta. Toi da diéu tra rat nhiéu vu an
giét ngwoi da man roi, thir héi néu nguwdi dan 6ng da c6 gia dinh ma tén
minh lai d6t nhién xuat hién trén bao chi nhw thé thi ké nhw cudc song gia
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dinh ctia ho da chdm dit chi vi mot lan ghé qua giai sau véi c6 nang Betty
Short kia.”

Im lang kéo dai. Lat sau Loew lén tiéng: “Jack, anh biét sém hay mudn
thi toi cling sé trd thanh tredng iy vién cong t6, néu khong phai nam tGi thi
sé dén nam 1952. Va anh biét la chi vai nam nita Thad Green sé vé huu,
nhw vay chac anh ciing biét ngwdi to6i mudn duwa lén thay thé anh 4y la ai.
Jack, t6i ma&i 36 tudi con anh da 49 ro6i. T6i thi con c6 co hoi dé thé hién
minh trong nhitng vu an 16n nhu thé nay con anh thi khong dau. Vi Chda,
hay nhin xa hon mot chut di.”

Lai im lang. Va t6i biét dai uy Jack Tierney dang can nhac nhitng cai
dwgc va mat khi ban tam hon minh cho quy Sa tang dé doi lay chiéc chia
khoa Phi Beta Kappa va mdét chut hitng khéi cho thanh pho Los Angeles
nay. Khi thdy anh ta n6i: “T6i dong y, Ellis,” tdi xé toach t& dé nghi thuyén
chuyén va quay lai ch6 dong nguai.
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Chuong 18

Muoi ngay sau nguwoi dan dwgce chitng kién tro hé ban xi, thinh thodng
nguoi ta lai duwa vao mot tham kich.

Khéng c6 manh mdi nao dwgc rut ra tit “birc thw chét” kia va 243 cai tén
xuat hién trong cudn sé dia chi dwgc chia cho bon nhém diéu tra theo kich
ban phan cong caa Jack Tierney nham kéo dai tinh ly ky, phttc tap va su
quan tam dua tin cta dai bao. Russ Millard dé nghi phan cong cho hai muoi
nhém va phai lam that nhanh nhwng dai uy Jack ban minh cho quy Sa tang
tlr chdi. Nguoi ta cho rang Bill Koenig to ngudi con hoi bong bot trong
tham van nén chuyén sang lam nhan vién van phong, t6i phai di cap diéu
tra v@i Fritz Vogel. Hai ching t6i thdm vdn ndm muoi ngwoi khac nhau,
chu yéu la dan 6ng vé sy lién quan cta ho véi Elizabeth Short. Ho ké cho
ching t6i nhitng cau chuyén bat ngd vé viéc gap Betty & cac quan bar, mua
thitc an d6 udng cho c6 ta va nghe co6 ta ké nhitng cau chuyén thu vi vé viéc
co ta dang la vo hodc goa phu cia cac nguwoi hung trong chién tranh, cé
nguoi thi da ti'ng ngu vai co ta, c6 nguoi thi chwa. Mot vai ngwoi tham chi
con khong biét dén vu an khét tiéeng Thugc dugc den - ho la nhitng ngwoi
ban cua nhitng nguwdi ban lién quan dén co ta, tén tudi cia ho xuat hién cha
yéu vi da tirng la ban tinh cta Betty.

Trong s6 nhitng tén ching t6i héi chi c6 khodng 16 ngwdi ma theo nhw
10i cta Fritzie thi ding la “ban tinh thwe sy cia Thuge duwgce den,” va hau
hét cling chi 1a nhitng nguwdi bg dd, phu gitp cho cac hang phim nhw cac
dai ly, nhan vién san lung tai nang, va nhitng ngudi phu trach vai dién. Ho
ké cu thé chi tiét vdi vé tw hao hodc ho then vé chuyén an nam vdi c6 ta.
Tom lai, nhitng ngwdi xuat hién trong cudn s6 dia chi cta co ta co6 thé liét
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vao hai nhém: hodc la ho da tirng xuat hién trén cac bao hang ngay cta Los
Angeles hodc la cé chitng cd ngoai pham dua dé co6 thé dugc loai bo khéi
danh sach nghi ngo.

Nhitng ngwdi la nit thi cha yéu la quan hé qua loa, bé ngoai lam quen vi
nhitng cau chuyén cua nit gidi, ban cung an xin ¢ cac quan bar, hay nhu co
“nir dién vién” day nhiét huyét nhwng lai cha dwgc ai cong nhan. Co nhitng
a tirng lam gai diém, hodc chi la nhitng ngwdi hop gu néi chuyén véi Betty
& cac quan bar. Ho ciing cap cho chiing t6i nhitng manh mé6i ma cang di sau
tim hiéu trong céng tac diéu tra cang trd nén vo6 ly. Ho khang khang cho
rang Betty rat it khi ngoi 16 mach léo va khong hé nghi rang co ta lai la con
nguwoi hay c6 manh khoé. Fritzie lung suc tat ca cac khach san nhuwng chi
quay vé vGi con so khong hodc néu c6 thi ciing chi la vai c6 & ma theo bén
quan ly h6 so ca nhan thi da tirng lam gai diém nhung lai khong xac dinh
dwoc hién tai ho dang ¢ dau.

Cai tén Madeleine Sprague khong xuat hién trong cudn sb dia chi, cling
khong xuat hién trong bat ky cudc tham van nao cua t6i. Ciing khong co
manh moi nao vé cdc co nang lesbian hay cac quan bar danh cho hang
nguoi nay xudt hién trong tong so 243 cai tén ma ching t6i hoi, va dém nao
toi cling phai ré qua bang tin ctia Poi University xem c6 doi nao tim hiéu
va biét dugc biét danh ctia c6 dy khong. Khong ai phét hién ra va t6i cam
thdy yén tam vGi hanh dong che dau chitng cé cia minh.

Khi hau hét nhitng cai tén xudt hién trong cuén sb dia chi da xuat hién
trén bao thi tro dién kich kia van tiép tuc: lai c6 dau hiéu, dau hiéu, va dau
hiéu khién ching t6i mat hang ngan gid. Nhitng cudc dién thoai va 1a thw
danh Itra khién cac diéu tra vién cua cac doi phai cang sitc ra ma di tim va
doi lai ho chi nhan dugc nhitng 10i than phién, trdch méc. Quan &o ctia phu
nit bé di dwgc dwa tat cd dén Phong ky thuat hinh sw, bat ky bo quan 4o
mau den s6 8 nao tim thdy déu dugc kiém tra, xem xét ki lwdng.

biéu ngac nhién 16n nhat cta toi trong khi chay theo cudn s6 dia chi
chinh la Fritz Vogel. Khong c6 Bill Koenig bén minh anh ta dot nhién tr@
nén vé cung hom hinh, va anh ta té ra la mét diéu tra vién tai gioi cha kém
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gi Russ Millard. Fritz biét khi nao thi phdi nhanh chong va phai dung sttc
manh, phai té thai d6 thu han ro rét dé 1ay théng tin, nhuwng khi c6 dugc no6
r6i thi nhanh chéng gat tat ca ra khoi dau. Cé nhitng lic téi nghi anh ta cha
coi cach diéu tra nhe nhang cta t6i ra gi ma chi cé y nghi thuc dung trong
con nguwoi anh ta biét phai lam nhw thé nao dé dat dwgc muc dich. Ching
toi nhanh chéng tré thanh mot cdp diéu tra ké dam ngudi xoa rat an y, t6i la
ngwdi han ché, ngan can Fritzie moi khi anh ta vi qua ham mé ma qua tay
v0i bon t0i pham. Anh ta cling to ra kham phuc tdi vi tran don toi tang cho
Bobby De Witt, c6 nhitng ngay chuing t6i cung nhau n6i chuyén phiém vé
nudc Duc bi tan pha trén duwong di cho do té nhat. Fritzie it khi cao hitng
trong noi chuyén va v6i toi thi nhe vay c6 nghia anh ta la con nguoi theo
chi nghia trung binh. Anh ta néi chuyén vé Thugc dwgc den, vé mong
muon dugce thang chirc thwong uy nhwng lai khong bao gid néi cu thé, va vi
anh ta khong bao gio dun day cong viéc cho t6i va lubén thang than trong
cac bao cdo diéu tra dia ban ctia minh nén t6i nghi c6 thé Loew da tit bé y
dinh den t6i kia hodc dang chd co hdi. Fritzie lién tuc dé y danh gia t6i va
anh ta cting biét Koenig sé khong thé tr@ thanh sy quan diéu tra cao cap
nhung t6i thi xitng dang. Y nghi dé khién t6i nhw dwoc tiép thém sitc manh
va cang to ra sac bén trong cong tac diéu tra. T6i bi danh gia thap hon Lee
voi tw cach la mot diéu tra vién nhung néu cap doi cta toi véi Fritzie phat
trién tot, t6i sé khong bao gi¢ chiu lam vai phu cho anh ta nhw Harry Sears
vGi Russ Millard.

Millard thi trai ngwgc han véi Fritzie, luén dung quyén luc ap dat doi vai
toi. Anh ta st dung phong 204 & khach san El Nido nhw van phong phuc vu
ngoai hién treong cua minh, moéi ngay khi két thic gio lam anh ta lai ré qua
doc cac tai liéu cua Lee, va vi Lee khong con lam viéc nén anh ta gay ap
lyc d6i véi toi, hau hét cac budi tdi toi déu phai cung tham gia cong viéc
vOi anh ta. M6i khi nhin bitc anh kinh khing chup Thwgc duwgc den, anh ta
lai lam ddu cau Chua va lam bam “Elizabeth” v6i su ton kinh r6 rét. Buéc
ra ngoai Russ thwong noéi: “Thé cé Chua, toi sé tom dwgc n6.” Ho6m nao
cling phdi 8 gio tdi Millard méi vé nha véi vo va bon con trai. T6i thac mac
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khong hiéu tai sao ngudi ta cé thé rat quan tam dén mot chuyén nhung lai
c6 thé dé dang tam gac n6 sang mot bén. Millard tra 10i rat thang than: “Toi
khong bao gid dé nhitng chuyén bao Iyc nhw thé nay chi phoi cudc song.”

Twr 8 gio t0i trd di t6i quay vé cudc song cta chinh minh véi hai nguoi
dan ba, sy dan xen ky la thé hién sttc manh y chi 16n lao cua t6i.

R01i khéach san El Nido, t6i quay vé nha véi Kay. Khong con Lee chu cép,
Kay budc phdi tim viéc lam va nang ciing dugc tiép nhan vao day 16p sau
ctia mot treong cdp hai cach cho & chi vai ddy nha. Moi lan vé dén nha t6i
thuwong thady nang ngdi sap x€p sach v@, nghién citu rat k§ cac sach viét vé
tam ly tré con, nang té ra vui vé khi thay t6i vé nhung van khong gidu noi
cdm xuc chua cay, dwong nhw nang muon thé hién véi téi rang vGi cong
viéc ban rén sé lam ngudi ngoai sy trong vang khi khong c6 Lee va t6i
cling khong can thiét phai mién cwdng dén v6i nang. To6i lai mudn xoa bd
btrc man ngan cach vo hinh nang dang c6 dung lén khi ndéi rang téi can
nang nhung t6i sé chi c6 thé dén v6i nang khi viéc mat tich caa Lee dugc
lam sang t6. Cau trad 10i cia nang thé hién sy khéo léo vO cung ctia con
nguoi co hoc, bién viéc Lee cho nang di hoc thanh thit vii khi 1gi hai chong
lai cau ta. Toi thuwong dung nhitng 10i 1é dai loai nhv “em dang c6 xu hwéng
hoang twdng”; “nhw thé thé hién sy ich ky vo 1y” hay “cau ay la ngudi citu
song doi em, nho cdu &y ma em c6 dugce nhw ngay nay.” Kay thuwong chong
ché, “anh ay chi gitip do em,” va tdi cha biét n6i gi hon ma chi biét rang
khong c6 Lee, hai ching t6i sé nhw hai thai cyc do6i 1ap trong mot gia dinh
khong c6 nguoi lam cha. Chinh vi sy té nhat d6 ma dém nao téi cung roi
nha lic 10 gio va dén thang nha tro Red Arrow véi Madeleine.

Tinh duc la viéc truedce tién ching toi lam, sau d6 méi dén thoi gian danh
cho cac cadu chuyén. Chung t6i thwong néi chuyén vé gia dinh cua
Madeleine. T6i pha tro hai hwéc dé khéng cam thay nghéo hén tridc nhitng
cau chuyén ctia Madeleine. Co gai giau c6 thtra ké tir 6ng bé khiéu hai
huwée rat duwge wa chudong & Hollywood, khiéu nghé thuat va tinh can than
trong an uong cuia ba me, va xu huwéng thuwong mai trong nghé thuat tr c6
em gai thién tai Martha. Trong cau chuyén ctia nang con c6 thi trudng
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Fletcher Bowron, ga con do Mickey Cohen lu6n t6 ra hao nhoang truéc
cong chung, con nguoi “mo mong” George Tilden, tay sai triGc day cua
Emmett. Gia dinh nha Donheny, nha Sepulveda, nha Hulholland ciing la
nhitng nguwoi ban than thiét ctia c6 bé, ngoai ra con cé thong doéc Earl
Warren, va tredng uy vién cong t6 quan Buron Fitts. Con t6i chad cé con
ngwoi nao danh gia xitng dang dé dwa ra ké chuyén nén danh diém lai cac
danh hiéu da dat dwoc tw thoi di hoc, nhitng budi hoa nhac tirng tham gia,
va thanh tich da titng dwgc tham gia bao vé tong thong F.D. Roosevelt nam
1943. To6i c& giad vo cham chu ngo6i nghe nang ké chuyén cho dén khi hiing
thd lai noi 1én, cling may la chiing toi thuwong tat dén trong khi lam chuyén
dé nén Madeleine khong nhin thdy nét mat toi, cling khong biét t6i dang
nghi gl.

Co6 mot lan rat tinh co khi ching t6i dang cao hitng va gan tGi dich, tay
toi trrot khoi thanh giwong cham vao cong tac deén trén twong khién anh
sang trong phong bat Ién soi ro khuén mat ctia Betty Short dang nam bén
dwéi to6i. Trong mot thoang t6i nghi do la sy thyc va thot 1én goi Lee va
Kay dén cttu. Dén khi nhan ra d6 1a Madeleine t6i v&i tay dinh tat den
nhung nang da kip thoi gilt tay t6i ngan lai. Trong sudt thoi gian con lai
dudi anh sang dén t6i hi huc 1én xudng du trong dau van nghi ngwoi nam
dwéi t6i kia 1a Betty, anh mat cia ¢6 mau xanh chit khong phai mau nau do,
than hinh t6i dang 6m la than hinh cta Betty trong b6 phim kia khién co
phai thang thot kéu 1én: “Théi ma, dirng nhw thé nita di anh.” T6i rat co
gang mdc du biét rang véi Madeleine nhu thé nay t6i khong thé xua dudi
dwgc y nghi kia, khi co gai giau c6 cuta toi thi tham: “Em biét khong s6m
thi mudn c6 ay cling tim dén anh,” thi t6i khong thé kiém ché n6i minh nén
thi nhan véi nang tat ca nhitng cau chuyén t6i vira ké vdi nang trong khi
chan goi toan la déi tra va thui nhan vdi nang toan bd sy thuwe chuyén quan
hé Lee, Kay va Bucky, chuyén chang Lira cua toi da bi co gai kia day vo
thé nao va viéc cau ta bién mat thé nao. Khi t6i ké xong, Madeleine néi:
“Em thi sé khong bao gio c6 thé lam gido vién duge, nhirng vi anh em san
sang tré thanh Betty hay bat ky nguwdi nao khac.” Téi dé cho nang au yém
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xoa dau va cam thdy nhe nhom vi khong phai néi déi nita, nhwng téi van
thdy hoi buén vi nguwoi to6i thi nhan sy thye va bay té tam s lai 1a co dy
chit khong phai Kay.

Nhu vay ciling c6 nghia la Elizabeth Short va t6i da chinh thirc an nhap

vOi nhau.
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Chuong 19

Lee van bat tin va Madeleine van dong vai la Betty ma t6i khong thé
thay doi dwgc gi. Chap hanh yéu cau cda cac diéu tra vién thuéc Phong
Metropolitan, t6i khong tham gia c6ng tac diéu tra cia ho mac du trong dau
lic nao ciing suy nghi khong biét Lee 0 tinh ra di hay cdu ta chi vi bot phat
ma lam nhw vay. T6i kiém tra ho so tai khodn ngan hang ctia ciu ta va thay
con 800 do la, khong hé c6 giao dich rut tién nao gan day, nhung khi nghe
tin canh sat Méhico ra thong bao trong toan lyc lwgng tim Lee va chiéc
Ford san xuat nam 1940 ctia cau ta, t6i biét Lee da vugt qua bién gidi dén
day. Russ Millard thong bao vdi téi hai ga Méhico déu la nhitng tén budn
1au ma tuy c6 hang da bi bat & Juarez vi tdi giét Bobby De Witt va Felix
Chasco. To6i lai thady nhe nhom hon d6i chit vi khong phéi Lee gay ra vu
dé, nhung tin don vé cau ta phat ra tir nhitng ngudi cé chite sac thi ct ngay
mot lan rong, sép Horrall da ra 1énh hiy bé thong bao kia va tuyén bo: “Cw
dé yén moi viéc.” Co thuw ky ctia Thad Green néi vdi Sears, c6 tin la Lee sé
bi dudi khoi lyc lwgng canh sat Los Angeles néu khong quay vé sau ba
muoi ngay ké tir khi bién mat.

Théang 1 tr6i qua vdi nhitng ngay mwa dam dé va ching t6i chi c6 mot tin
vui duy nhat. Phong diéu tra lai nhan thém mét 14 thu qua dwong buu dién,
dia chi ghi rat van tat, ndi dung thw cing ngan gon:

DA THAY BOI QUYET PINH, CAC ONG SE KHONG BOI XU CONG
BANG. VOI TOI GIET THUQC DUQOC LA PUNG LE - NGUOT TRA THU
THUOC DUQC BEN
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Trén trang thw c6 gan anh ctia mot ngwdi dan ong lun, béo mac comple
rat lich sy, khuon mat day cac vét rach do bi cao. Khong hé c6 dau van tay
hay bat ky dau hiéu phap y nao trén phong bi va tam anh, va vi nhitng canh
sat trong 1a thw thit nhat da gidu bao chi viéc ho tham gia diéu tra thi véi 1a
thu thit hai nay chac chan ho sé phai 10 dién. Chuing t6i di dén nhat tri rang
bitc dnh kia chinh la tén giét ngwoi, nhw vay vé danh nghia da cé thé loai bé
han khéi “bi¢c tranh tong thé.”

Chi véi 14 the tuyét ménh cua c6 ta va cuén phim dé lai, ching t6i con di
dén sy nhat tri thit hai do6 la: ching t6i sé khong bao gid tim duwgc tén giét
nguoi kia. Ty 1€ ca cuge cho bén “Khong pha dugc” gidam xudng con ngang
tién trén bang ca dé dat & phong hop chung. Thad Green noéi véi Russ va
dai uy Jack rang Horrall sé diéu chinh lai lwc Iwgng tham gia pha vu Thugc
duwgc den vao ngay mong 5 thang 2, mot s6 lwgng 16n cac sy quan sé dugc
dwa trd lai vi tri cong tac binh thuong. Nghe néi t6i cling nam trong danh
sach do, Johnny Vogel ciling vay. Anh chang Johnny kia c6 vé khong hai
long nhwng qua thue quay lai vi tri diéu tra vién binh thuwdng sé t6t hon cho
cau ta. Betty Short sé chi con ton tai dang nhu t6i mong mudn - mot vét
sang loé 1én trong dau toi roi vut tat.
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Chuong 20

Cdc sy quan thuoc Phong cdnh sat trung tdm va Nha tham t dugc phdn
cong tam thoi phu trach vu E. Short nay tro lai nhiém vu thuong xuyén bao
gom:

* Trung uy T. Anders - quay lai D6i chong tdi pham Itra ddo, Phong cdnh
sdt diéu tra trung tam.

» Tham tir J. Arcola - quay lai Doi chong trém cdp, Phong cdnh sat diéu
tra trung tam.

* Trung uy R. Cavanaugh - quay lai B6i chong cudp, Phong cdnh sdt
diéu tra trung tam.

* Tham tr G. Ellison - quay lai Phong tham tit trung tam.

» Tham tr A. Grimes - quay lai Phong tham tir trung tam.

« Tham tir C. Ligget - quay lai Doi chéng tdi pham vi thanh nién, Phong
cdnh sdt diéu tra trung tam.

» Tham tir R. Navarette - quay lai B6i chéng téi pham lira ddo, Phong
cdnh sdt diéu tra trung tam.

» Trung uy J. Pratt - quay lai DBoi dn mang, Phong cdnh sdt diéu tra
trung tam (gdp thugng uy Ruley nhdn nhiém vu.)

e Tham t J. Smith - quay lai Doi dn mang, Phong cdnh sdt diéu tra
trung tam.

* Tham t W. Smith - quay lai PJi tham tit trung tam.

Gidm doc Horrall va phé gidm doc Green mubn thong qua téi giri 10i
cdm on tdi cdc cdu vi dd tham gia vu diéu tra nay, ddc biét cdc cdu da tich
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cuc lam ngoai gio. Thu khen nggi sy quan dugc giti toi turng nguoi sau.

Cda nhan toi cting gui loi cdm on toi cdc cau...

Dai uy J. V. Tierney, chi huy truong, Phong chi huy tham ti.

Khoang cach gitra bang tin va phong lam viéc cua Millard chi khoang
muoi yard. Thay téi budc vao, Russ ngang mat 1én hoi ngay: “Bucky, tinh
hinh thé nao?”

“Tai sao to6i khong nam trong danh sach diéu chuyén?”

“T6i yéu cau Jack gitt cau lai tham gia diéu tra vu nay.”

“Tai sao?”

“B@i vi cau dang to ra rat hiéu qud, trong khi d6 chi vai nam nita Harry
sé vé hwu. Nhu thé duoc chua?”

To6i dang phan van tim cach chong ché thi dién thoai reo. Russ nhac may:
“To6i Millard, DBoi an mang nghe day.” Anh ta lang nghe mot ltic va ra hiéu
chi t6i dén cho may 1é dé & ban bén. T6i nhac 6ng nghe va thay mot giong
nam gigi dang noi.

“...dugc diéu chuyén sang Co quan diéu tra hinh sy cia Luc quan & ngay
Fort Dix day. T6i biét da c6 rat nhiéu ngwoi goi dén nhan t6i lam phién cac
anh, nhung lan nay c6 vé khac day.”

Russ noi: “Thiéu ta ct noi tiép di.”

“Teén anh linh dé la Joseph Dulange, mot linh quan canh thudc dai doi
triee thudc S& chi huy & Dix. Han thi nhan véi chi huy tredng ctia minh sau
mot bita ché chén say xin. May anh ban cta han néi han cé mang theo dao
va vé thang Los Angeles nhan dip nghi phép vao ngay 8 thang 1. Nghe néi
con cé vét mau nho trén quan han nhung lwgng qua nho nén khong du dé
lam xét nghiém kiém tra. Ca nhan t6i cho rang, han cé van dé. Khi con &
nwdc ngoai, han thwong xuyén cai 16n va vién chi huy trdng con néi han
rat hay danh vog.”

“Thiéu ta, Dulange c6 & cho anh bay gio khong?”

“C0, han dang bi giam trong nha tam giam bén canh hoi truong.”
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“Thiéu ta lam gitp t6i viéc nay: Yéu cau han ta lai cac vét b6t trén nguoi
E. Short. Néu han ta chinh xac, t6i va mot cau ban nita sé dich than dén trai
MacArthur.”

Vién thiéu ta to ra 1é phép: “Vang.” Russ ndi: “Harry dang bi ctim, cau
c6 mudn lam mot chuyén dén New Jersey khong?”

“Anh no6i nghiém tiuc day chi?”

“Néu tay linh kia néi ding dwoc n6t ruéi ¢ cho kin dé cua E. Elizabeth
thi toi thyc sy nghiem tuac.”

“Theo t6i nén héi han vé nhitng vét rach trén ngudi c6 ay ma bao chi
chwa biét dén.”

Russ lac dau. “Khong, nhw thé cé thé sé lam han qua kich dong. Chiing
ta sé im lang ra di va bao cao vé tir Jersey. Néu Jack hay Ellis biét chuyén
nay, co6 thé cac 6ng ay sé cw Fritzie di theo va chi sang mai anh linh kia sé
phai 1én ghé dién cho du c6 pham t6i hay khong.”

Nhéac dén Fritzie lam t6i hoi khé chiu nhwng van néi. “Anh ta khong dén
noi toi té nhw thé dau. Hon nita, c6 thé Loew ciing da tir b6 y dinh kia ro6i.”

“Vay thi cau dang qua lac quan ddy. Fritzie van la con ngwoi nhuw vay
thoi, con Loew thi...”

Vién thiéu t4 ban ndy goi lai. “Thwa anh, Dulange néi cd gai c6 ba not
ru6i nho mau den & mé tri... mong.”

“Anh ctt néi thang cai do ra di. Ching t6i dang trén duong dén day.”

Joseph Dulange mdi la mot ha sy, ngudi cao, ran chac, toc den, khuon
mat hoi dai, nam nay anh ta 29 tu6i, mdc bd quan do da chién mau nau ngoi
doi dién vai ching t6i tai van phong phan hiéu cta canh sat truéng & Fort
Dix. Thoang nhin ngudi ta ciling biét day la con ngudi ti tién. Ngoi canh
Dulange 1a mot luat s deo quan ham dai uy, c6 1é dé xem Russ va t6i co st
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dung bién phap manh hay khéng. Ching t6i van chuwa hoan toan thich nghi
sau chuyén bay tam gid lién, bon gid sang nhung to6i van quen véi ché do
gi0 gidc cua Los Angeles, vita mét moi vira hang héi. Trén duong tir san
bay dén, vién thiéu t4 da goi dién lai cho ching t6i thong bao tinh hinh van
tat vé Dulange: Mot cuiru chién binh da hai lan két hon, hay danh vo. Ban
khai ctia anh ta chwa hoan chinh nhung c6 hai diém can chu y: Bay dén Los
Angeles vao ngay 8 thang 1 va bi canh sat New York bat mot lan vao ngay
17 thang 1 vi toi say rwgu gay roi.

Russ vao viéc ngay: “Ha sy, toi la Millard con day la sy quan Bleichert.
Ching t6i thudc lwc lwong canh sat Los Angeles va néu cau chitng minh
duwgc la cau giét E. Short thi ching t6i sé 1ap titc bat cau va giai vé.”

Dulange cira minh trén ghé va khéng hé ngan ngai: “Toi da rach nguwoi
co ta.”

Russ thd dai. “Rat nhiéu nguwdi da tirng néi véi chiung téi diéu do.”

“Toi con lam tinh vGi co ta.”

“Vay sao? Co nghia la cau phan boi vg minh?”

“T6i la nguwoi Phap.”

T6i gia bo la nguwdi bat hao. “Con téi la ngudi Pic, ngudi nwdc nao thi
c6 noi lén diéu gi dau? Tai sao cau lai phan boi vg minh?”

Dulange liém moi nhw loai bo sat. “Toi thwong lam chuyén doé theo kiéu
ctia nguwoi Phap nhung con vg toi lai khong thich thé.”

Russ huych tay ra hiéu bdo t6i im lang. “Ha sy, vi sao cau lai dén Los
Angeles nghi phép? Cau c6 chuyén gi can quan tam & dé sao?”

“Toi thich gai, Johnnie Red va sy nao nhiét.”

“Nhitng thit d6 cau c6 thé tim dugc & Manhattan ma.”

“Nhung & d6 con c6 anh nang mat trdi, cac ngoi sao dién anh va cay co.”

Russ cuwdi to. “Dung la Los Angeles c¢6 tat ca nhitng thi d6. C6 vé nhw
vQ cau kiém soat ciu rat chit nhing cau van ung dung mét minh dén Los
Angeles nghi phép dugc.”
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“Co ay biét toi la ngwoi Phap. Khi & nha t6i van dang hoang véi c6 dy.
Cai dé6 cua t6i rat dai va c6 ta khong phan nan gi cd.”

“Néu c0 thi co dy sé phan nan vé chuyén gi? Lic do6 cau sé lam gi?”

Dulange ngdy mat ra. “Mot lan thi t6i con st dung chan tay, lan thi hai
tOi sé cat c6 ta ra lam hai manh.”

T6i chen vao: “Cau bay ba ngan dam dén Los Angeles chi dé kiém cua la
sao?”

“T6i 1a nguwoi Phap.”

“V6i toi cau la mot g dong tinh luyén &i thi ding hon. Thung rong thi
thwong kéu to. Chac cau biét diéu doé réi chi?”

Vién luat sw quan sy ditng day thi tham gi do vao tai Russ va anh ta da
chan ra hiéu cho t6i. Dulange cuwdi nhan nhé. “T6i tra 10i bang thit cia quy
dai dén muoi inch ctia minh, anh canh sat a.”

Russ noéi: “Cau sé phai xin 16i tham ti Bleichert ddy. Cai do6 cta cau ay
rat ngan.”

“T6i biét ch. Nguwoi Dire 1a nhw vay. T6i la nguwdi Phéap toi biét.”

Russ cwoi rong 1én nhw vira nghe mot cau chuyén hai huéce. “Cau ding la
thang bao dam.”

Dulange lai ve vay chiéc ludi. “T6i la ngwdi Phap ma.”

“Joseph, truong hop cua cau rat dang nghi ngd. Thiéu ta Carrol néi véi
toi cau rat hay danh vo c6 phai khong?”

“Thé ngudi da den thi khong khiéu vii dugc a?”

“Chac chan la c6 r6i. Cau thich danh phu nit a?”

“Khi bon ho thich phai thé.”

“Vay vg cau c6 thuong xuyén thich dwgce nhw thé khong?”

“Pém nao co ta ciling doi cua quy dai muoi inch cuaa t6i.”

“Y t6i hoi 1a thich bi danh nhw 15i cau néi.”
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“C moi 1an t6i di choi vGi Johnnie dé vé ¢6 ta lai n6i tam banh va thich
duoc nhu thé.”

“Cau chi uéng rrou Johnnie dé théi a?”

“Toi chi thich Johnnie do.”

“Cau c6 mang theo rugu Johnnie dé dén Los Angeles khong?”

“NO ¢ trong tui.”

Do6i co véi thang nat regu nay khién téi bie minh. To6i nghi dén Fritzie 1a
bién phap manh anh ta thwong st dung. “Thang khon, may thich an dam thi
mo&i chiu ttr bo thai do xac xwoc do a?”

“Bleichert, da roi day.”

Toi im lang ngay. Vien luat su nhin toi trireng trieng. Russ chinh lai nut
that ca vat, toi hiéu anh ta nhac t6i khong duwgc xen vao nita. Dulange ngoi
bé ngoén tay. Russ tung bao thudc 14 1én ban, dong tac c6 dién am chi quan
hé ban be.

Ga nguoi Phap néi: “To6i khong hut thudc khi khéng c6 Johnnie dé. Anh
mang Johnnie dé dén day t6i sé hat. Co nd t6i thu toi sé dé dang hon. Anh
ct hdi cha tuyén uy= thi biét, 6ng ay noi lic nao ciling ngwi thay mui
Johnnie dé khi t6i dén xung t6i.”

T6i c6 cam giac thang ha sy nay ciing chi la loai thich dwgc chi y. Russ
néi: “Joseph, tha téi & toa khéng dugc uong rwgu dau. Nhung t6i cé thé
khang dinh vd&i cau la néu cau thuyét phuc dwge ching toi cau la nguoi giét
Betty Short thi t6i hita sé mang theo Johnnie do dén Los Angeles cho cau.
Cau sé tha ho ma thuwdng thirc, thé nao?”

“Toi néi toi da rach nguwoi Thuge dugce.”

“Toi thi khong. Va cau sé phai tam xa regu Johnnie do trong mot thoi
gian.”

“Chinh t6i rach nguoi co ta.”

“Cau rach thé nao?”

“T6i rach vi, rach miéng, cat c6 ta lam hai manh. To6i cat, cat, va cat.”
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Russ thd dai. “Cw nghi ky lai di Joseph. Thit Tw, ngay 8 thang 1 cau mdi
roi khoi Dix va cau c6 mat & trai McArthur ngay t6i hom d6. Cau cung vé6i
chai Johnnie c6 mat & Los Angeles va rat néong long muon di tim caa la,
vay trudce tién cau dén dau? Pai 10 Hollywood, khu Sunset Strip, ra bd bién
hay di dau?”

Dulange lai bé ngon tay. “T6i dén quan rwgu Nathan Tattoo (Hinh xam
Nathan), s6 463 dwong North Alvarado.”

“Cau lam gi ¢ do?”

Ga Joseph vén tay do dé 10 vét xam hinh luwdi ran véi chit “French” bén
duwgi. Han 1én gan tay khién vét xam gian ra trong to hon. “T6i la nguoi
Phap.”

Millard chuyén sang giong cang thang. “T6i la canh sat va t6i bat dau
cam thay chan véi cau chuyén cau ké roi day. Va khi t6i chan thi tham tw
Bleichert day sé noi chuyén vagi cau. Tham tir Bleichert ti'ng la vo si hang
trung ditng thi muoi thé gidi va cau ay khong phai la con ngwoi nhe nhang
dau, cau hiéu chi?”

Toi nhuwdng may, gio tay. “Toi la nguoi Dire.”

Dulange cuoi to: “Khong tién thi lam gi c6 hang. Khong c6 regu Whisky
thi cling khong c6 chuyén tro gi ca.”

Toi nhao nguoi qua ban nhuwng Millard da nhanh chéng tium tay kéo lai.
Van gilt nguyén tu thé do, anh ta néi: “Joseph, t6i sé thoa thuan véi cau.
Thit nhat cau phai thuyét phuc véi chiing t6i la cau biét Betty Short. Cung
cap cho ching t6i mét s6 théng tin chang han nhw tén tudi, nam sinh hay
miéu td ngoai hinh c6 dy. Cau lam dwgc nhw vay thi trong ldc giai lao cau
sé c6 Johnnie lam ban. Thé nao?”

“Chi mot ly Johnnie thoi a?”

“Khong, nhiéu hon thé.”

Ga nguoi Phap chop bao thudc lay ra mot diéu. Russ bat lira cho han.
Han hit mot hoi dai va cham rai nha khoéi:
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“Sau khi ¢ quan rugu do, t6i vao khu trung tam va thué mot phong &
khach san Havana nam & goc duwong s6 9 va duwong Olive, hai d6 la mot
dém nhung trong phong day gian. T6i phai dat bay bat méi ngt dugc. Ngay
hém sau ching t6i bat dau di tim gai nhuwng hom dé khong tim duwoc a nao.
Hom sau nita toi tim duwgc mot & ngudi goc Phi-lip-pin ¢ bén xe buyt. Co &
néi dang can tién mua vé xe di Frisco vi vay t6i nga gia nam do6 la dé a
phuc vu ca t6i va Johnnie. Co ta doi it nhat muwoi do la cho hai ngwoi. Toi
noi, Johnnie bi treo nhw Chua Gié-su, va cO ta nén tra lai tién cho toi.
Chung t6i quay vé khach san va tat ca bon gian t6i bay déu song ra hét. Toi
gidi thiéu co ta voi Johnnie va bao co ta Johnnie sé di trude. Co bé kinh
ngac noéi: ‘Anh twéng anh lam thé thi c6 thé tré thanh Fatty Arbuckle
duwgc hay sao?’ T6i n6i véi o ta toi la ngwdi Phap. Co ay la hang nguoi gi
ma dam coi thwong Johnnie Red cta t6i?

“Gian trong phong lai bat dau nhdy mua, c6 & Phi-lip-pin s¢ chét khiép
bo chay, t6i va Johnnie Red ngo6i lai véi nhau mai dén muon. Lic dé ching
toi lai thay rat mudén c6 mot c6 4. Chung toi lai dén mot ctra hang ban trang
phuc cta luc quan va hai quan vi t6i mudn mua it day trang tri cho b6 quan
phuc Ike® ctia minh. Huy chwvong DSC=! cung véi 1a soi, ngdi sao bang
bac, bang dong, tat ca déu can phai c6 day dé trang tri. Trong t6i cha khac
gi twdng George S. Patton'™, chi c6 diéu hoi to con hon mot chit. Sau dé toi
cung vGi Johnnie dén quan bar cé tén la Night Owl (Cd dém). C6 nang
Thugce dugce kia bude vao va Johnnie noi ngay: ‘Vang, thwa ngai, do la co
gai cua t6i, khong dirng noi la c6 thé, vang thwa ngai, bay gio thi c6 ay la
cua toi’.”

Dulange dap diéu thu6c dang hat va 1ay luon diéu khac. Russ van dang
can man ghi chép. T6i c6 nhé nhitng moc thai gian va dia diém han dé cap.
Quan bar Night Owl toi da biét tw thoi con lam tuan tra vién. Vao thoi gian
han ké thi t6i dang & gbéc duwong s6 6 va dwong Hill, cach khach san
Biltmore noi Red Manley bo lai Betty Short vao ngay 10 thang 1 chi co hai
day nha. Ga dan ong ngwoi Phap mac du chi hoéi twdng lai thoi gian va dia
diém nhwng cling da gdy duoc chu y.
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Russ noi: “C6 phdi cau dang néi dem hom th Bay ngay 11 va ngay Chu
nhat hom sau khong?”

Dulange cham diéu thuoc. “T6i la ngwdi Phap chit khong phai cuon lich.
Cha nhat tat nhién la sau thit Bay roi, anh tw tinh ra dugc.”

“Tiép tuc di.”

“Thuge duwge cung vdi téi va Johnnie cé néi chuyén phiém mot lat, sau
d6 t6i moi co ta vé khach san. Ching t6i vé dén noi va tat nhién la bon gian
van dang nhay muda hat ca trén go. Co6 nang Thuge dugc noi sé khong lam
chuyén do6 néu toi khong giét bon gian kia. T6i cam chai Johnnie va dap li
gian, Johnnie néi véi t6i né khong hé bi dau. Nhung c6 4 Thuwgc dugce lai
bao van khong chiu giang chan ra chirng nao t6i khong diét bon gian kia
bang bién phap khoa hoc. T6i budc phai xudéng phé dén tim nha mot bac sy.
Ong ta ban cho tdi géi thudc phun véi gid ndm dé la. Tdi va Thuge dugc
lam chuyén dé nhw nhitng ké déi khat, Johnnie ng6i xem. N6 tifc mudn
phat dién 1én vi Thwgce duwge vo cung lanh nghé va t6i khong mudn nhin
thay no toi nghiép nhw vay.”

T6i chen ngang bang mot cau ra 1énh. “Ta nguwoi cd dy di. Lam nghiém
tic néu may khéng muon dgi dén khi ra th méi dwgc gap Johnnie.”

Vé mat Dulange d6t nhién 0 rii nhw dta tré bi doa lay mat con gau nhoi
bong cia minh. Russ néi: “Tra 16i cau hoi cia cau ay di.”

Dulange cuwdi nhan nhé. “Dén khi t6i cat doi nguwdi co ta téi mdi nhan
thdy doi dau va rat dé, chan map, 16ng mugt. C6 ay c6 mun rudi nhu toi da
néi vai thiéu ta Carroll, c6 ca vét tray xwdc trén lwng con rat méi nhw vira
bi danh bang roi.”

To6i giat minh nhé lai nhitng “vét danh bang roi con md@i” ma nhan vién
phap y n6i khi khdam nghiém t thi. Russ noi: “Tiép tuc di, Joseph.”

Ga ma ca rong Dulange tiép tuc cwdi nhan nhé. “Sau d6 Thugc dugc
thac mac ‘Lam thé nao ma mdi ha sy anh da dwgc nhiéu huan chuwong thé?’
Va c6 ta bat dau goi toi la Matt ng, Gordon kia va néi chuyén con cai mac
du dé méi la lan dau tién ching t6i lam tinh va toi lai deo ca bao cao su.
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Johnnie lai khé chiu va cdu ta cing véi 1 gian lai bat dau hat ‘Khéng thwa
ngai, d6 khong phai la c6 gai cta t6i.” To6i muodn cé co hoi lam tiép chuyén
kia nén cung véi Thuge duwge xudng pho gap 6ng bac sy diét gian. Toi dua
cho 6ng ta muwoi d6 la dé ong ta gid vo kiém tra va noi véi Thuwoe dugc
rang ‘Dtta bé sé rat khoe manh va chi sau thang nita n6 sé ra doi’.”

Lai thém nhitng 16i khang dinh, nhitng cau chuyén kho6 hiéu trong m@
hon don khong biét bao nhiéu la thoi gian va dia diém cua Dulange. Cai tén
Matt va Gordon kia chac la Matt Gordon va Joseph Gordon Fickling, hai
nguoi dugce Betty Short nguwdng md muon 1dy lam chong. Toi nghi viéc tén
nay c6 phai la tha pham hay khong mdéi chi khang dinh dwgc mot nira, vi
vay ct tam gac lai dé tinh chuyén Lee Blanchard da. Russ lai n6i: “Sau do
thé nao, Joseph?”

Vé mat Dulange dot nhién tré nén vo cung bdi réi - dwong nhuw con
nghién rugu cda ga lai ndi 1én nén mudn c6 ngay mot chai Johnnie do bén
minh. “Sau d6 t6i cat c6 ta lam hai manh.”

“O dau?”

“Q giita than hinh.”

“Khong, y t6i hdi 1a cau thyc hién hanh dong giét ngwoi do ¢ dau?”

“O, & khach san chif con & dau.”

“Phong so bao nhiéu?”

“S0 116.”

“Lam thé nao ma cdu mang dugc xac co ay dén goc duong so 39 va
duong Norton?”

“T6i 1ay trém mot chiéc xe hoi.”

“Po la loai xe gi?”

“P6 la mot chiéc Chevy.”

“Mau gi va san xuat nam nao?”

“Loai sedan san xudt nam 1943.”
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“Trong nhitng nam chién tranh nwéc My khong san xuat xe dau, Joseph,
nghi lai di.”

“Sedan san xuat nam 1947.”

“Liéu c6 nguoi nao lai bo quén chia khoa chiéc xe sang trong nhu thé
ctia minh khong?”

“T6i khong can chia khoa.”

“Vay cau lam cach nao dé khdi dong xe?”

“Cai gi?”

“Giai thich cach cau ma trom xe di.”

“T6i khéng con nhé Iic d6 minh da lam thé nao nita vi t6i say rugu.”

T6i chen vao: “Dwong sé 39 va duong Norton & dau?”

Dulange vung vay bao thudc trong tay. “Gan dai 16 Crenshaw va pho
Coliseum.”

“Cau hay néi nhitng dac diém ma bao chi chwa nhac dén.”

“T6i rach miéng c6 ta dén mang tai.”

“Chuyén do ai cling biét.”

“T6i va Johnnie cta t6i hi€p co ta.”

“Co ay khong bi hiép va néu cau c6é dung dén chai Johnnie kia thi cling
phai dé lai ddu vét. Pang nay cha cé dau vét gi ca. Tai sao cdu lai giét co
ay?”

“V1 c0 ta lam tinh qua kém.”

“V& van, cau vira néi Betty lam chuyén d6 nhanh nhw tho.”

“Nhung la con thé x4u.”

“Trong béng t6i thi nha ngoi cling nhw nha tranh, dirng linh tinh nita. Tai
sao cau giét c6 ay?”

“V1i c0 ta khong chiu lam theo kiéu Phap.”

“P6 khong phai la ly do. Vé&i nam do la cau cé thé bat bat ky a gai diém
nao lam theo kiéu Phap. Mot ngudi Phap nhu cau chac biét ro diéu do.”
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“Nhung cach lam kiéu Phép cua c6 ta rat t6i.”
“Khong c6 chuyén dé dau, dirng vo vinh nita.”

“T6i chat co ta lam hai manh.”

Toi dap ban rat manh nhw Harry Sears titng lam. “Cau la thang déi tra
khon nan.”

Vién dai uy luat sw van ngo6i canh han ta ditng day. Dulange lai than thé:
“T6i muoén c6 Johnnie cua t6i.”

Russ noi vGi luat su: “Sau gio sau dwa han lai day,” va quay sang mim
cwoi vai toi - diéu cuoi diu dang nhat ma téi nhin thay ¢ anh ta tir tredc dén
nay.

Viéc Dulange la tén giét nguoi bay gio thi chi c6 thé khang dinh dwgc
hai muoi lam phan tram. Russ ra ngoai goi dién bao cdo va phan cong mot
doi diéu tra khdm nghiém hién triong dén phong s6 116 khach san Havana
kiém tra vét mau, t6i vao phong nglt danh cho cac sy quan doc than ma
thiéu ta Carroll chuan bi cho ching t6i danh mot gidc. Téi mo thdy Betty
Short va Fatty Arbuckle trong mot bo phim hai den trang va khi chudng
bao thitc reo thi t6i lai giat minh nghi dén Madeleine.

M¢& choang mat, t6i thady Russ da thay bd comple mdi. Anh ta dwa cho t6i
t0 bao va noi: “Ping bao gio danh gia thap Ellis Loew.”

Do la to dwa tin van tat cia Newark vGi dong tit: “Thi pham vu giét
nguoi dd man o Los Angeles la mét anh linh dong quan o Fort Dix!” Ngay
bén dudi la anh cia Joseph Dulange va Ellis Loew ng6i rat diéu sau ban
lam viéc. Noi dung bai bao viét:

Trong mét mdu tin néng giri to Mirror ctia Los Angeles, pho tiy vién cong
to qudn cua Los Angeles, Ellis Loew, phu trdch dai dién vé phdp ly trong vu
dn giét nguoi day bi hiém “Thugc dugc den” thong bdo mét budc dot phd

https://thuviensach.vn



trong cong tdc diéu tra vao té6i hém qua. “Téi vira dugc hai ban déng
nghiép gan gtii nhat, thuong uy Russ Millard va sy quan Dwight Bleichert
cho biét, ha sy Joseph Dulange & Fort Dix, New Jersey da thu nhdn hdn
chinh la thi pham giét Elizabeth Short va loi thu téi dd duoc xdc nhdn kiém
chitng théng qua nhitng théng tin ma chi cé tén giét nguoi biét. Ha sy
Dulange la con nguoi tha hod va t6i sé tiép tuc thong bdo nhiéu tin titcc hon
nita cho bdo chi khi hai nguoi ban cua t6i dua Dulange vé Los Angeles
khgi t6.”

Vu Elizabeth Short dd lam cdc co quan diéu tra phdi liing ting khi thdn
thé tran truong bi cat lam doéi vdi rat nhiéu vét rach trén nguoi cua co ta
duwoc phdt hién tai mot khu dat trong & Los Angeles. Phé uy vién céng to
Loew sé khoéng tiét 1o chi tiét loi thi toi cua Dulange, nhung cé néi rdng
Dulange tirng la ban tinh ctia cé Short. Ong Loew néi: “Chdng bao lau
nita chiing ta sé co chi tiét. Diéu quan trong la tén dc quy kia da bi giam
gitr va han sé khong thé giét nguoi dugc nira.”

Toi cuwoi: “Thuc sy thi anh da néi nhitng gi v6i Loew?”

“Cha noi gi ca. Lan dau tién goi dién cho dai 1ty Jack toi chi néi rang
Dulange rat c6 thé la tha pham. Anh dy trach chiing ta la da khong béo tin
nay trudc khi 1én dwong, chi cé vay thoi. Lan thit hai goi dién thi t6i néi
rang Dulange c6 vé lai la thang khung nita ma chiing ta gap phai. Anh ay
rat that vong, con bay gid thi toi biét Iy do nam & dau r6i.”

T6i ditng day vwon vai: “Thoi thi ¢ hy vong han chinh 1a nguoi giét c6

»

ta.

Russ lac dau: “Nhan vién kham nghiém hién trieong thong bao cha cé vét
mau nao & khach san, ma cting chang c6 ché nuwéc chdy dé rira ngudi co ay.
Con Carroll thi da c6 bado cdo vé nhitng noi ma Dulange da dén trong
khoang thoi gian tir ngay 10 dén ngay 17 thang 1. Chuing ta ciling vira duwoc
den dap day: Thang Phap do6 da & bénh vién St. Patrick tir ngay 14 dén ngay
17 thang 1. Sang 17 thi han dugc thd ra va hai gid sau thi c6 mat ¢ nha ga
Pennsylvania. Trong vu nay han hoan toan trong sach.”
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T6i khong biét phai titc gian vdi ai. Loew va dam an theo thi muén gii
bo trach nhiém trong khi Millard thi lai muén céng ly dwgc thyc hién. T6i
lai sap phai quay vé va chitng kién nhitng 10i 1é c6 thé lam t6i phat dién 1én
mat.

“Thé con Dulange? Anh c6 mu6n thdm van han nita khong?”

“Pé duwgc nghe tiéng gian hat a? Tat nhién la khong. Carroll da hoi han
r6i, han bia ra chuyén dé dugc chd y. Han mu6n hoa thuan tré lai vdi co vg
dau va hy vong hanh dong nhw vay sé dugc thong cam doéi chut. T6i da
tham van han thém mot 1an nita roi, han cting khong con gi hon dé noi.”

“Lay Chua!”

“Chua ctru tinh thi dung hon. Joseph sé bi sa thai ngay lap tc con ching
ta thi sé quay lai Los Angeles trong bon mwoi lam phtt nita. Vi vay cau nén
chuan bi quan 4o di.”

To6i khoac 1én nguwdi bd quan do da am moc va di ra duwong chd xe Jeep
ctia quan doi dua ra san bay. Tt dang xa t6i thdy mot nguwdi dang cao mac
quan phuc di t6i. T6i run ray vi lanh va nguwdi kia xudt hién ngay cang ro
hon. D6 khong phai ai khac ngoai ha sy Joseph Dulange.

Pén cho chiing t6i, han chia ra td tin van va chi tdm hinh ngay trén trang
dau. “T6i lam dau ra day r6i day, anh chi la tén nguwdi Pic tam thuong
thoi.”

To6i thdy c6 mui regu Johnnie dé trong hoi thé cta han va biyc minh cho
han mot qua chat vao swon. Dulange guc xudng nhw dong gach bi sup do.
Millard nhin t6i v&i anh mat c6 vé trach moéc. Toi néi: “Thang khon, dirng
théa man kiéu dé.”
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Chuong 21

Ellis Loew néi: “Bucky, t6i triéu tap cudc hop nay vi mot so ly do. Thit
nhat t6i muon xin 16i vi da voi vang két t6i cho Dulange. T6i da qua thang
than khi néi chuyén vai bao chi va viéc lam do6 khién cau bi ton thwong. T6i
xin 16i vé viéc nay.”

T6i nhin Loew va Fritz Vogel ngoi canh anh ta. Cudc “hop nho” dién ra
trong phong khach nha Fritzie. Hai s6 béao lién tiép viét vé vu ga Dulange
khién t6i cam thay nhw thang ngdc voi vang hdp tdp dudi theo con ngong
hoang. “Thyc sy thi anh mu6n gi, thwa sép Loew?”

Fritzie cwdi rat to. Loew néi: “Ct¥ goi toi la Loew thoi.”

Chai rvgu manh da can dén tan day cung vGi dia banh quy cay ma Fritzie
dwa ra. Pé dai nhitng nguwdi dugce coi la ban be. T6i da hen gap Madeleine
trong mot gio nita - c6 mot ngwoi ban dé tim dén sau khi hét gio 1am la diéu
duy nhat t6i mong dgi lic nay. “Pugc thoi, Ellis.”

Loew tic gian vGi cach noi cua toi. “Bucky, chung ta da va cham mot vai
lan trwedc day va ngay bay gio c6 thé chuyén do ciling dang xdy ra, nhung
t0i nghi ching ta van dong y vd&i nhau ¢ mot vai diém. Chiing ta déu mudn
vu Betty Short dwgc gidi quyét nhanh chéong dé trd vé véi cong viéc binh
thwong. Cau mudn quay vé Phong canh sat diéu tra, con tdi mac du cling rat
muon khdi to tén giét nguwdi kia nhung vai tro cua toi trong viéc diéu tra
khong dang la may va cé 1€ t6i nén quay lai v&i cac vu an tredc day van
dang cho minh.”

T6i c6 cam gidc nhv dang dirng tredc mot con nguwdi gian xdo dang cam
chac chién thang trén tay. “Anh muon gi?”
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“T6i mudn chuyén cau trd lai Phong canh sat diéu tra vao ngay mai, con
toi cling sé thir c6 gang lan cudi cung trwedc khi quay lai vGi nhitng ho so
trwdc day dang cho téi. Chiung ta déu la nhitng ngudi con tré, con nhiéu
trién vong. Fritzie mudn di cdp cung vGi cdu khi anh dy duwgc 1én chirc
thugng uy, va ...”

“Russ Millard mudn c6 t6i khi Harry Sears nghi huu.”

Fritzie tu hét ntta ly regu ctia minh. “Cau khong thich hgp véi anh ta
dau. Russ noi véi moi nguwdi rang cau khong biét kiém ché tinh khi cta
minh. Hon nita, anh ta lai wa st dung bién phap nhe, t6i sé phu hgp véi cau
hon rét nhiéu.”

Pung 1a canh bac. T6i nghi dén anh mat kinh tém cua Russ khi t6i danh
guc Joseph Dulange. “Anh mudn gi, Ellis?”

“Rat t6t, Dwight, t6i sé noi v4i cau ngay day. Con bon tén ty nhan toi
nita van dang bi giam trong nha tam giam cua chiing ta. Bon chiing khong
c6 chitng cé ngoai pham trong thoi gian Betty Short mat tich va trong lan
thadm van dau tién, cac cau tra 10i cling khong chat ché. Tat ca déu la bon wa
bao lwc, nhitng thang dién thoi mom. T6i muén tham van lai bon chiing
mot lan nita bang bién phap ma cau goi la ‘phu hgp’. Can phai stt dung sitc
manh. Fritzie muon st dung Koenig vao cong viéc nay nhung cau ta lai hoi
thai qua cho nén toi chon cau. Bay gio thi hodc la c6 hoac la khong. Cau sé
quay lai P4i diéu tra an mang cho dén khi Russ Millard chan ngay cau chit?
Russ la nguoi bao thu va rat cam chiu day. Va tinh cach d6 khéng thé thay
do6i trong mot sém mot chiéu dugc dau.”

Niém tin cua t6i sup d6 hoan toan. “Vang.”

Loew tuwoi tinh han 1én. “Vay thi dén nha tam giam ngay di. Nhan vién
cai nguc trec ca dém da chuan bi ho so thong tin vé ching roi. Ngoai bai
dau da c6 san xe, chia khoa dé dwdi tham 16t chan. Bwa bon nghi pham dé
dén so6 1701 dwong South Alameda gap Fritzie. Chiic mirng cau sap dwoc
trd lai Phong diéu tra, Dwight.”
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T6i ditng day. Loew 1ay mot chiéc banh quy hd hitng nham. Fritzie n6c
hét ly rwgu, hai tay run lay bay.

Khi t6i dén, bon dién khung da san sang trong bd quan ao tu, bon tén bi
tréi vao nhau. H6 so ma nhan vién cai tu dva cho t6i c6 dan anh chan dung
va nhitng thong tin can chi y. Anh ta md ctra va tdi budc vao doi chiéu
khudn mat véi anh.

Paul David Orchard, nguwdi thap nhwng vam vo, mii rat dai nhung tet,
toc ndu co6 boi sap thom. Cecil Thomas Durkin, khodng 50 tud6i, da ngam
den, dau héi. Charles Michael Issler mat nau rat to va sau, va cudi cung la
Loren Bidwell (khong c6 tén dém) da gia, than hinh yéu dudi, run ray, da
noi day vét do bi bénh gan. Nhin 6ng ta thdm hai dén mitc t6i phdi kiém tra
anh va doi chiéu may lan cho chac chan, xem tiéu st ga gam tré em ti* nam
1911 cua ldo ta t6i biét minh khéng hé nham. “Ra ngoai hét di. Cudn goéi
hét do dac.”

Bon tén 1éo déo di ra, day xich quét 1é trén nén nha. T6i chi cho bon ho
16i ra bén canh dwong di va ca 1 tyw m& ctra kéo 1€ nhau ra bai dau xe, nhan
vién cai nguc treo bién s6 cho chiing con t6i chay di lay xe.

To6i ngo6i phia triede nhin qua kinh chiéu hau kiém tra cho dén khi bon vi
khach quy 1én ca. Viéen cai nguc khoa ctra phia sau va gio sung ra hiéu, toi
no may phéng di.

S6 1701 dwong Nam Alameda nam & phia BPong quan Coéng nghiép cua
Los Angeles, cach khu tam giam chi khoang mot ddm ru6i. Nam phut sau
toi da tim dwgc dén noi - d6 la mot day nha kho v6 cung rong, dia diém duy
nhat ctia khu pho cé deén chiéu sang phia tredc: KOUNTY KING LUNCH -
PHUC VU HAT LOS ANGELES TU NAM 1923. T6i ditng xe va bam coi,
canh ctra bén dwéi tam bién md ngay lap tirc va dén ciing tat, Fritzie Vogel
dang ditng moc tay vao day lung cho.

https://thuviensach.vn



T6i nhdy xuéng md& thung xe va bon tén dién tw dong buwdc xudng
dwong. Fritzie goi: “Cac quy 0ng, vao day.” Bon ho buéc vé phia Fritzie,
toi khoa xe va cling budc lai.

Fritzie chd cho tén cudi cung budc vao réi méi quay sang néi vdi toi.
“Cho nay la sy phiic dap cua chinh quyén hat day. Nguoi s& hitu noi nay ng
canh sat trwdng Biscailuz, anh ay lai c6 mot vién thuwgng Gy hoat dong
ngam co6 anh trai la bac sy no to6i. Chi lat nita thoi cau sé hiéu y téi dang néi
dén chuyén gi.”

T6i dong cira va cai then bén trong. Fritzie dan t6i vao can phong rong
nong ndc mui thit, phia cudi cé cra thong sang mot phong khac ciling rat
rong, mun cwa pha day nén nha, hang day cac méc treo thit thong xuéng tw
tran nha, qua nita s6 méc van con treo thit bo ruéi bu day xung quanh.
Bung t6i bat dau nén nao, phia cudi can phong c6 bén ghé dat ngay bén
duwéi bon mac treo thit bé khéng, va t6i bat dau hiéu y nghia ctia nhitng
viéc sap dién ra.

Fritzie thao xiéng chan cho bon tén va cong tay chiing ra phia trueéc. Toi
ditng bén quan sat phan tng cia ching. Ong gia Bidwell c6 vé da khong
con chiu dung ndéi vdi bénh liét, Durkin dang rén hit htt, Orchard nghéch
han dau sang md6t bén c6 vé khinh bi, hinh nhw mai téc boi sap cia han qua
nang so v6i sitc chiu dwng. Chi c6 duy nhat Charles Issler la tinh tdo, han
dung dwa tay lién tuc, mat hét nhin t6i lai quay sang nhin Fritzie c6 vé gian
di.

Fritzie 1dy cuén bang dinh trong tdi tung cho t6i. “Dan mdy ban sao gidy
than do 1én twong ngay canh moc theo thit ty chit cai cta ting tén.”

T6i lam theo va thdy chiéc ban trai khan ké chéo canh cita thong sang
mot phong khac chi cach d6 vai foot. Fritzie dan dam tu nhan dén bat ditng
l1én ghé va ga cong tay 1én moc treo thit. Téi nhin qua ban sao trich ngang
vé bon tén hy vong sé tim dugc thong tin gi do lam t6i cam ghét ching,
gilip t6i vugt qua not dém doé trwdc khi quay lai cong viéc thuwong xuyén
cua minh.
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Loren Bidwell da tirng ba lan bi tu vi t6i bao dam tré em. Tat ca cac lan
bi bat han déu nhan t6i va la tha pham dang ngo chinh trong vu giét dia tré
Hickman nam 1920. Cecil Durkin la tén nghién, thich bao luc va cling da bi
tu vi t6i hiép dam, c6 tai choi tréng cho nhac jazz, hai lan han bi di tu vi toi
dot nha trong d6 mot 1an bi bat song trong khi dang dot nha ngudi tridng
ban nhac vi qua chat ché vdi han trong an chia tién thué ban nhac & mét
hép dém. Vi vu d6 han bi tu muwdi hai nam, ké ttr khi ra tu chi lam chan rira
bat va sinh song & mot khu tap thé ctia quan doi.

Charles Issler tirtng hanh nghé phe gia va da dinh liu dén vu giét mot a
gai mai dam va bi mot nam tu; trong khi d6 Paul Orchard lai tirng hoat
dong nhr mot ga diém nam mac du da co thoi gian lam dén phé canh sat
tredng hat San Bernardino, khi dwong chitc tirng hai lan bi budc t0i vi hanh
dong qua bao lyc.

T6i bat dau cam thdy cam ghét dam ngudi nay, cam gidc nhu khi chuan
bi budc 1én san ddu ma khong biét chac minh c6 cam cy dwgc véi doi tha
hay khong. Fritzie n6i: “Mot bo ti& rat tha vi dung khong?”

“Pung la ngwu tam ngwu, ma tam ma.”

Fritzie bing tay ra hiéu va t6i bwdc ra trdc mat bon nghi pham. Fritzie
lén tiéng truwdc, “Tat ca déu thira nhan la da giét Thwoce dugc. Ching toi
muon cac anh chitng minh diéu do6. Bucky, cau hoéi xem bon ho da ¢ dau va
lam gi trong thoi gian Betty mat tich, t6i sé ng6i nghe cho dén khi phat hién
ra la ho toan néi doi.”

T6i nham vao Bidwell trwdc. Con co giat do chitng bai liét khién han ta
ngoi khong virng, to6i buwdc 1én nam chi€c moc treo thit gitr cho han ngoi im.
“Tai sao anh giét c6 ay?”

Ga hiép dam nhin t6i vGi anh mat cau khan khién t6i phai nhin di noi
khac. Fritzie ditng xem ban sao trich ngang cta bon ho va pha tan sy im
lang. “Ping rut ré nhw thé. V&i c6 & d6 dén tré con cling phai them
thuong.”
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T6i siét manh tay va lac chiéc méc nhac nhé. “Néi di, tai sao anh giét co
é’y?”

Bidwell thi thao: “T6i khong giét co ay, thwa anh canh sat. T6i mudn c6
tién mua vé dé vé trang trai cia minh. Xin anh hiéu cho.”

Nhin b6 dang 6ng ta dén mot con dao nhé ciing khong nhac noéi con noi
gi dén chuyén tréi ngwoi phu nit kia va chat co6 ay lam hai manh. Toi quay
sang Cedil Durkin.

“Pén lwgt anh dady, Cedil.”

Ga nghé sy nhac jazz ché nhao t6i. “No6i vG6i may chuyén gi? May hoc
cau do trr tham t Tracy hay bon gang-to?”

Khong can quay sang nhung t6i van thay Fritzie dang titc tdi xem thai do
cta toi thé nao. “T6i nhac lai m6t lan nita, chuyén ctia anh va Betty Short
nhv thé nao?”

Durkin cuoi khuc khich: “Tao lam tinh v6i c0 ta, véi ca me may vi tao la
bd may day!”

T6i thoi ludn cho han hai quad ddm nhu troi giang. Chan Durkin ndy 1én
nhung han van ditng dugc trén ghé. Hon hén thd vi dau dén nhung han van
cO t6 ra can dam: “May tuwdng may thong minh a? May chi la thang t6i, ban
may kia mdi la ngudi tét. May danh tao thi ban may sé citu tao. Thang hé,
may dang dién kich vui a?”

T6i xoa tay vi van chua hét dau sau vu x0 sat vGi Lee va xit ly ga
Dulange. “T6i la ngwdi wa nhe nhang, 6ng nén nhé diéu dé.”

Qua la c6 tac dung. Durkin khong néi gi nita ma chi loang choang co
ding thang day. Toi quay sang Charles Michael Issler.

Han ling ting nhin xudng va noi: “Toi khong giét c6 dy, khong hiéu sao
toi lai gay ra chuyén ngdé ngan nay, t6i xin 10i. Ding dé anh kia danh t6i
ntra.”

Thai do ctia han c6 vé thanh that nhung van c6 gi d6 khién t6i chwra hoan
toan bi thuyét phuc. “Puwgc, ci¥ tam thdi cho la thé da.”
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“T6i... toi khong thé. Toi khong he.”

Toi chgt nghi dén viéc tén Issler nay tirng lam nghé phe géi va Betty
Short lai c6 thoi gian hoat dong mai dam, c6 thé c6 sy lién quan nao dé -
nhuwng trong cudn so dia chi cta c6 ta lai néi c6 ta chi hoat dong tw do.
“Anh c6 biét Betty Short khong?”

“Khong.”

“Anh c6 titng quen c6 ay khong?”

“Khong.”

“Vay tai sao anh lai ty nhan giét co ay?”

“C0... nhin c0 ay rat dang yéu va dé thwong nén t6i khong kiém ché noi
cam xuc khi thdy anh c6 dy xuat hién trén bado. T6i luén thong cam véi
nhitng co gai xinh dep.”

“Trong ho so no6i anh chi lam an véi bon gai mai dam. Tai sao vay?”

“T6i...”

“Anh c6 danh ho khong? Cé bat ép ho phai phuc vu ban bé minh
khong...”

T6i phai ngtng 10i gitta chirng khi nghi dén Bobby De Witt. Issler gat
dau lién tuc, lic dau con nhe nhang, mét lat sau han gat dau nhw bua bo va
nitc nd. “To6i lam nhitng viéc ban thiu, vé cung ban thiu. Ban thiu, ban thiu
qua.”

Fritzie budc dén ditng canh t6i. Cac dot ngon tay da boc dong san sang
hanh dong. “Tro tré con nay khong giai quyét dugc gi dau.” Néi doan anh
ta da bay chiéc ghé dudi chan Issler di. Ga phe gai thét 1én va gidy giua nhw
con cd bi treo, cac khdp xuwong cua han kéu rang rac khi trong lwong toan
than bi dén vao doi tay. Fritzie n6i: “Nhin day.” Va dot nhién quat rat to:
“Thang di nam! Thang con lai! Thang hiép tré con!” vira ndi vira da bay
lu6n ba chiéc ghé dwdi chan may ga con lai. Bay gio thi ca bon ga ving vay
la hét, chan quan ldy nhau nhuw con bach tudc bi treo. Tiéng la hét caa
ching rat dong thanh cho dén khi Fritzie nham vao Charles Michael Issler.
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Anh ta dam mot phat rat manh vao bung khién ngwdi han du dwa lac lw
lien tuc. Issler hét toang 1én, giong liu riu. Fritzie quat: “Khai ngay, nhitng
ngay Betty mat tich chiing may lam gi, bon doi tra khon nan.”

Issler kéu that thanh: “T6i... khong... biét gi cd.”

Fritzie tang thém cho hdan qua dam nita vao ha bd. “No6i nhitng gi may
biét di!”

“T6i biét anh tirng lam bén Phong quén ly hanh chinh.”

Fritzie lai ra nhitng cd dam khac. “No6i nhitng gi may biét di! May phai
néi véi tao nhitng gi ma dam gai diém kia da néi véi may, thang khon a!”

Issler non oe, lan nay Fritzie bwdc dén sat ngwoi han. Toi nghe c6 tiéng
xuwong swon kéu rang rac va khong dam nhin vao bon ho nita. Lat sau
Fritzie chay vong ra cho chiéc ban phu khan ma lic trde t6i da nhin thay.

Bon dién khtuing van bi treo trén méc, miéng lién tuc rén ri. Fritzie ditng
canh nhin t6i c6 vé ché giéu va lat tdm vai ra.

Trén ban la xac cia mot c6 gai tran truong bi cat lam hai manh gitta
nguoi trong rat giong Betty Short. Fritzie tom co Issler rit [én: “Ching may
thich chat chém a. Tao mang Jane Doe dén day. Tat cad ching may sé phai
chdt ngwoi c6 ay cang manh cang t6t.”

Issler nham chdt mat can moi. Co6 tay trai bi gdy ctia Orchard nam ling
lang trén c6 tay phdi, xwong 16i ca ra ngoai. Fritzie 1dy ra m6t con dao.
“Cho tao xem ching may da lam thé nao. Nhitng viéc ma bao chi chwa
nhac dén roi tao sé nhe nhang vGi ching may. Bucky, cong tay cho ching
di.”

Hai chan toi di chuyén. To6i lao vao Fritzie, day anh ta ngad xudng san va
chay dén bam nut chuéng bdo dong. Tiéng chudng vang lén rat to va nhanh
nhv nhitng lan song day tdi chay ra khoi ngbi nha va 1én xe vé vdi Kay ma
khong hé nghi dén nhitng 16i xin 16i danh cho Lee.

Varoi téi cung vdi Kay Lake hai ngudi hoa lam maét.
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Chuong 22

Hanh dong bam chudng khién tdi phdi trd gia rat dat. Loew va Vogel da
thanh cong doi vdi t6i. T6i bi dudi khéi Phong canh sat diéu tra trung tam
trd vé lam sy quan tuan tra nhw xwa. Thugng Uy Jastrow phu trach doi tuan
tra rat than can vai tén ac quy bén cong td6 nén han xoi moi tirng c chi,
ti'ng hanh dong cua toi.

T6i khong hé mac thém sai 1am nao nhung 161 ndi cia mét sy quan mai
c6 nam nam trong nghé lam sao chong lai dwgc con nguwdi da hai muwoi hai
nam trong nghé lai la tredng uy vién cong tdé quan trong twong lai cung vai
ca i thuoc ha bén dudi. Nhitng sy quan tuan tra kip thdi c6 mat khi nghe
tiéng chudng bao dong duwgc diéu sang Doi diéu tra va trd thanh mt nhém
v6i nhau, sy may man bat ngo da lam bon ho hai long ma gitt mom git
miéng. Con dién khung hon khi t6i dugc thong bao rang Fritzie khong hé
giét ai, va bon thang tw nhan tdi kia dwgc duwa dén bénh vién Queen of
Angels diéu tri vét thuwong vi “bi dam xe” sau d6 duwgc chuyén dén bon trai
quan thic khac nhau dé “giam sat.” Sy kinh hai da day t6i dén noi ma da
rat 1au roi t6i khong dam dén vi sg sét va ngu ngoc.

Do chinh la Kay.

bém dé Kay da diu dang do danh dong vién t6i nhuw ¢6 tinh nhan thuc
sw. Nang da ty tay cdi quan 4o cho t6i, lam t6i khudy khod, va cit moi lan
to6i nhac dén Fritzie hay Thigc duwge nang lai do danh bao t6i quén di. Kay
vu6t ve toi vo cung diu dang, t6i cling dap lai nang khong kém cho dén khi
con nguoi toi khong con la con nguwdi cia nhitng ci dam da, nhitng hanh
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dong co bap. Chuing t6i nhe nhang dén vGi nhau, khéu ggi cho nhau va an
ai voi nhau. Betty Short khong con nam trong dau toi nita.

Mot tuan sau t6i cat dit quan hé véi Madeleine, c6 bé “hang x6m” ma
t0i van giau bat Kay va Lee ttr tredc téi nay. T6i khong giai thich 1y do vi
sao va ding luc téi chuan bi gac may thi c6 bé giau cé kia ban tring tim
den. “Anh c6 ngudi khac lam minh cdm thdy an toan hon r6i phai khong?
Anh sé quay lai vGi em, anh biét diéu d6 ma. Em chd khéc gi co ta ca.”

Dbung la c6 ay.

MGt thang tréi qua ma Lee van khong tr@ vé, hai ga buén ma tiy da bi
két an va bi treo c6 vi t6i giét De Witt va Chasco, nhitng bai viét vé chang
Lita va chang Nwdc da van xuat hién trén cac bdo hang ngay cta Los
Angeles. Vu Short ttr trang dau nhdy xudng trang cudi, cling cha con manh
moi hay chitng cé nao duwgc phat hién, tat ca cac sy quan phu trach diéu tra
déu trd vé véi cong viéc thuwong xuyén ctia minh ngoai trit Russ Millard va
Harry Sears. Russ va Harry van can man lam viéc & van phong roi lai ra dia
ban, bubi téi van ghé qua khach san El Nido xem ho so. Hét ca lam ldc
9:00 toi thuong ré qua do vaGi anh ta trén dudng tré vé vdi Kay. Russ cling
bi c6 nang Thugc dugc kia giay vo chang kém gi Lee, gia dinh anh ta cfing
cha thém dé y moi khi Russ lam viéc dén nita dém mdi vé nha. To6i ké vai
Russ cau chuyén xdy ra ¢ khu nha kho v@i Fritzie va anh ay t6 ra thong
cam, do lwgng vdi toi. “Cit tham gia ky sat hach 1én trung uy di. Chi
khoang mot nam nita toi sé len thay Thad Green. Anh ta con mang on toi,
va khi Harry vé hwu cau sé 1a doi tac di cap véi t6i.”

Du sao do ciing la 1oi hita va n6 budc t6i phai & lai cung nghién cttu ho
so v&i anh ta. Nhitng ngay t6i nghi con Kay phai di lam, t6i lai 16i ho so ra
nghién ngam. May tap tai liéu ky hiéu “R”, “S”, va “T” bién mat nhung
nhitng tai liéu khac thi van con nguyén ven. Nguoi phu nit thue sy dang
song cung vai toi da giap t6i day Betty Short ra khoi dau, chi con la sy to
mo vé nghé nghiép nhung t6i van doc, suy nghi va dat ra gia thuyét trén
cwong vi cua mot tham ti gidi - con dwong ma t6i da di trede khi bam hoi
chuong dinh ménh kia. C6 nhitng ldc téi phat hién ra dugc tinh tiét lién
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quan nhung ciing c6 nhitng lic t6i phai ty dan vat trach bo ndo ctia minh
con nho qua. Nhitng lic nhu thé t6i lai nghi dén Lee.

Va t6i lai ti€p tuc tran tré v6i ngudi phu nit da khién cau ta roi vao con
ac mong. Khodng ba dén bon lan mot tuan t6i vé nha véi Kay, lam cong
viéc tuan tra toi thwong vé mudn hon. Chiing toi lai an 4i bén nhau va cung
ngoi nghi lai nhitng sy kién vira xdy ra may thang qua, t6i c6 gang nhe
nhang, lac quan dé an ti Kay rang Lee sé tr& vé, tén giét Thuwgc dugc sé
phai dén toi va toi sé khong bao gid an nam vGi Madeleine hay do6i dau vai
Loew va Fritzie nita. Mo6i khi nghi dén viéc minh danh Cecil Durkin, t6i lai
dan vat tw héi: Minh da sai lam dén mc do nao dém hom dé?

Pau nhat 1a t6i phai trd gid cho hanh dong dé. To6i phu trach tuan tra
duwong so 5 ¢ phia Bong khu viye gitta dwong chinh va dwong Stanford toan
nha 6 chudt cia bon lvu manh: Cac ngan hang mau, cttra hang regu 1au, nha
tro ré tién, va rat nhiéu nhitng céng viéc linh tinh khac. Luat bat thanh van
& khu viee nay 1a tat cd moi thit déu phai gidi duwgc gidi quyét bang bao lyc.
Dung dui cui ma dap vd chai rivgu cua bon nghién, dung xe ma giai tan
dam nguoi that nghiép ngoi tu tap chd dugce thué, thod sttc ma lua ca i say
xin va bon nhéat gié rdch néu mudn lam cho thanh phé trong sach hon, va
néu bon ching bo chay thi ¢t viéc danh. Lam thit cong viéc nay chi khién
nguwoi ta mon maéi va néu la mot sy quan binh thwong thi khéng ai c6 thé
lam t6t dugc. Toi 1ai xe di tuan nhung trong dau khong bao gio tha thiét véi
thit cong viéc minh dang lam: S dung dui cui lién tuc dé dudi bon nghién
ngap ngoai duong vao cac quan bar. T6i dugc ménh danh la “nit nha bao
chuyén viét chuyén thwong tam” cua d6i tuan tra. Hai lan Johnnie Vogel
nhin thay t6i 1ai xe di nhw mot thang dién va han rua 1én nhv thang tiéu nhan
dac chi. Thugng uy Jastrow xép loai D bao cao thang dau lam viéc cua toi,
mot nhan vién van phong noi véi t6i anh ta danh gia t6i “khong cléng ran
v&i bon t6i pham citng dau citng ¢6.” Kay rat thich thua khi nghe tin nay con
toi thi lai bat dau nghi rang Russ Millard sé khong du kha nang dwa toi
quay lai Phong canh sat diéu tra.
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T6i lai tré vé noi minh da ra di tredc tran ddu vdi Lee. Ngudi ta don dai
khi téi dwgc chuyén sang Phong canh sat diéu tra trung tdm va gio day khi
t0i quay lai vi tri ci ngudi ta lai don dai. C6 ngwoi néi do la vi t6i da danh
Lee, c6 nguoi noi vi toi da vi pham dia gidi quan ly cua don vi khac, giao
du ché chén véi mot tan binh bén t6 phu trach dwong s6 77 da tirng dat
danh hiéu “D6i gang vang” nam 1946, hay choc titc Loew khi tiét 10 thong
tin lién quan dén vu Thuwgc dwge cho mot dai phat thanh phan doi trién
vong anh ta tr@ thanh trwedng tiy vién cong t6 quan. Tin don nao cling coi t6i
la thang bao thu, phan dong, thang hén ngdc nghéch, va khi ban danh gia
bao cdo thang lam viéc thit hai cta t6i két luan: “Thai do lam viéc tiéu cyc
cta vién canh sat nay khién tat ca cac nhan vién cé y thitc bao vé phap luat
déu cam ghét anh ta,” thi t6i bat dau nghi dén viéc sé danh bat ky thang
nghién nao minh gap tham chi ca nhitng thang mac sac phuc nhin t6i véi
anh mat khinh khinh.

Thé r6i c6 ay lai xuat hién.

T6i khong bao gio nghi dén co dy khi di tuan. Khi ng6i nghién cttu ho so
toi chi nghi do la cong viéc cic nhoc ma mot tham t phai ganh vac, toan la
soO liéu va gia thuyét vé ly do bi giét. Khi chuyén an ai v6i Kay dén ltic man
nong c6 ay lai dén xin gitp dd, dat dugc muc dich cta minh va bién di khi
chuyén an ai ctia ching t6i két thic. Ci¢ khi nao t6i nga va lam vao tinh
trang v6 vong thi c6 ay lai dén.

Lic nao cling la giac mo d6. Toi & trong khu nha kho cung véi Fritzie
Vogel, danh Cecil Durkin chi mang. C6 dy ditng xem va nghe nhitng tiéng
kéu thét cia dam ngudi khong hé giét co ay va hira sé yéu toi néu toi lam
cho Fritzie khong danh dap Charles Issler nita. T6i ditng lai nghi dén
chuyén quan hé trong khi Fritzie tiép tuc cong viéc chém giét cia anh ta va
Betty khdc thuong cho Charles khi tdi 0m c¢6 ay trong tay.

T6i ludn vui mirng moi khi thitc day da thdy troi sang va c6 Kay bén
canh.

Vao ngay 4 thang 4, gan hai thang rudi ké tir khi Lee mat tich, Kay nhan
duogc 1a thu chinh thic ctia S canh sat Los Angeles:
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Thua c6 Lake,

Chtng toi gtri thu cho c6 thong bdo Leland C. Blanchard da chinh thic
bi sa thdi khoi Iuc lvong cdnh sdt Los Angeles vi ly do sa doa vé dao dirc,
co hiéu lyc tr ngay 15/03/1947. Co la nguoi thira hudng tai khodn tin dung
tai thanh pho Los Angeles ctua anh dy, va do chting téi van chua lién lac
duoc voi anh Blanchard cho nén chung tbi chi cé thé chuyén dén cho cé tai
khodn d6 & mirc cdn bdng hién tai.

Chtc c6 vui vé

Leonard V. Strock

Trung uy,

Phong phu trach nhan sy

Keém theo 14 thw 1a so tién dw 14,11 do la, va toi chi con biét trit con tic
gian vao dong ho so thay vi tao thém thu han véi bon nguwdi tham nhiing
kia.
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Chuong 23

Hai ngay sau, to6i phat hién ra mét sy lién quan khién t6i tifc mudn phat
dién lén.

Do 1a ban bao cdo diéu tra dia ban do chinh tay t6i 1ap ngay 17/01/1947.
Duéi cai tén “Marjorie Graham,” t0i viét, “M.G. khdng dinh E. Short st
dung rat nhiéu biét danh bién thdi tir cdi tén ‘Elizabeth’ theo nhirng nhdn
vat dd ttrng co quan hé vai co ta noi.”

Toi da tng nghe nguwoi ta goi Elizabeth Short la “Betty,” “Beth,” hay
“Betsy,” nhung chi c6 Charles Michael Issler, ga moi gidi mai dam goi co
ta 1a “Liz.” O khu nha kho hdn khong nhan 1a biét c6 ta. Téi khong hé nghi
han la tén giét ngwoi, nhung chi tiét dé c6 thé ndi 1én sy lién quan gi do.
Luc & trong khu nha kho t6i chi nghi néu c6 thé thi chi Durkin m&i la tén
giét nguoi, bay gio toéi mai dé y chi tiét dén cac sy kién:

* Fritzie danh Issler dén gan chét nhung lai khong hé dong cham gi dén
ba tén kia.

« Anh ta nhan manh nhitng van dé duong nhw khong lién quan gi: “Noi
cho tao nhitng gi may biét vé thoi gian Thugc dugc mdt tich,” “N6i ra
nhirng gi may biét di,” “Noi ra nhitng gi dam gdi diém kia néi véi may di.”
Issler tra 10i: “T6i biét anh dd tirng lam viéc bén Phong qudn ly hanh
chinh.”

» T6i nghi dén doi ban tay run ray cuda Fritzie lac tredc do. Anh ta da
tirng hét 1én véi Lorna Martilkova: “May lam diém véi Thuoc dugc cé
diing khéng, con ranh con? May dd ¢ dau trong thoi gian c6 ta mdt tich?”
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* Va chi tiét cudi cung: Fritzie thi tham vé&i thang con trai Johnny Vogel
trén dwong dén khu Valley:

“Con da chitng minh dugc la con khong phdi dita dong tinh luyén di.
Bon dong tinh khong thé lam dugc nhitng viéc nhu’ con da lam.”

“Im di, thdng khi gié!”

T6i chay ra ngoai nhét tién vao dién thoai va quay s6 van phong cta
Russ Millard.

“Thwong Gy Millard, Phong diéu tra &n mang nghe day.”

“Anh Russ, Bucky day.”

“Co6 chuyén gi sao? Nghe giong cau cé vé hoi run day.”

“Russ, t6i nghi cé chuyén. T6i chwa thé néi vGi anh ngay bay gio nhung
t0i can anh giap hai viéc.”

“Lién quan dén Elizabeth phai khong?”

“Pung thé. Khi that, anh Russ...”

“Cau noi di.”

“T6i can anh 1dy ho so vé Charles Michael Issler & Phong quan 1y hanh
chinh gitip t6i. Han da ting ba lan bi bat vi tdi dat mdi, vi vay toi nghi chac
chédn & dé c6 ho so vé han.”

“Con chuyén gi nita?”

T6i nudt nwdc bot dé 1ay lai binh tinh. “T6i muén anh kiém tra nhitng
noi ma Fritzie Vogel va Johnny Vogel c6 madt trong khoang thoi gian tw
ngay 10 dén ngay 15 thang 1.”

“Y ciu mudn noi...”

“T6i dang noi 1a cé thé, rat co thé.”

Millard im lang mot lic 1au mdi 1én tiéng: “Cau dang & dau?”

“Khach san El Nido.”

“Cu ¢ do. Toi sé goi lai cho cau trong khoang ntta gio nita.”
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T6i gdc may ngoi chd doi va nghi dén co hoi dwoc tra thu cho bd tiéc. 17
phtit sau dién thoai reo, tdi chdp luén 6ng nghe: “Anh Russ, thé nao?”

“Ho so thiéu rat nhiéu, toi vira dich than kiém tra. Tat ca déu bi sap xép
16n xon. T6i nghi c6 ngwoi rat di gan day. Fritzie van dang lam viéc &
Phong giai quyét nhitng vu trwéc day con Johnny thi dang nghi phép, & dau
thi t6i chwa biét. Bay gio cau giai thich véi toi dugc chwa?”

To6i chot nghi ra y twdng mdi: “Khong phai bay gio. Anh dén day ching
ta néi chuyén. Mudn roi. Néu toi khong & day thi c cho to6i.”

“Bucky...”

“Noi chuyén sau.”

Budi chiéu hom do t6i xin phép nghi 6m con budi t6i thi pham lién hai
toi dot nhap nha nguoi khac.

Nan nhan dau tién bij t6i dot nhap thi dang di lam nhiém vu. T6i goi dién
cho Phong quan ly nhan sy mao danh la nhan vién tra lwong ctua thanh pho
xin dia chi va s6 dién thoai nha anh ta. Anh nhan vién nghe dién thoai dé
dang bi liva. Pén xam t6i toi dau xe mé bén kia dwong chdé ma Johnny
Vogel goi l1a nha.

Do la ng6i nha xay bang gach vira trén dwong Mentone gan ranh gidi
gitta Los Angeles vGi thanh phd Culver, ngdi nha son mau hong da cam
trong khi d6 nhitng nha bén canh toan son mau xanh nhat. Géc duong c6
mot bot dién thoai va t6i dén goi dién vao dé chac chan Johnny khong cé
nha. Hai mwoi hoi chuéng dé nhung khong c6 ai nhac may. T6i dang hoang
buwdc dén, hop thw ¢ tang mét co ghi chit “Vogel,” t6i nhe nhang nhét sgi
day thép vao 16 khoa va budc vao trong.

T6i hoi hop run ray khi nghi dén canh con ché nha ho nhdy bé vao minh.
To6i kiém tra dong ho, du tinh chi ding mwdi pht la quay ra va véi tay bat

https://thuviensach.vn



den.

Phong khach rat gon gang, c6 ghé sofa va may chiéc ghé dwa phu hgp
v6i nhau, c6 10 swdi gia, trén twong treo anh cac dién vién noi tiéng khoa
than nhu Rita Hayworth, Betty Grable, va Ann Sheridan Scotch, trén ban
uong ca phé trai tam vai gi dé trong rat giong 1a cd Nhat Ban. Dién thoai dé
dwdi san nha ngay canh ghé sofa cing vdi cudn so ghi s6 dién thoai. Toi
mat mot niva s6 thoi gian du dinh cia minh ngoi & do.

Khéng hé c6 tén Betty Short hay Charles Issler, cling khong c6 cai tén
nao dugc dé cap trong cac ho so diéu tra, hay nhitng tén trong cudn s6 dién
thoai cua Betty Short. Mat nam phuit, t6i chi con lai nam phit.

Nha bép, phong an va phong ngt c6 ctta thong sang véi phong khach.
Toi tat dén va budc sang phong ngu bat den.

Giwong ngu van viit bira bon, quanh twong treo day quoc ky Nhat Bén,
chiéc ti c6 ngan kéo dé md. To6i mé ngan kéo trén cung, bén trong cé ba
khau German Luger®, kep gidy bo khong va rat nhiéu dan - t6i cudi tham
khiéu tham my ctia Johnny. T6i md& tiép ngan kéo gitta va giat ndy minh.

Bén trong la bo yén cwong ngwa bang da mau den, day xich, roi da, vong
co ché, bao cao su san xudt ¢ Tijuana c6 thé lam cho dwong vat dai thém
dén sau inch, sach doi truy c6 in hinh cac c6 gai khod than bi cac c6 gai
khac danh trong khi dang ngam mut bon dan ong da den lyc ludng. Nhitng
bttc &nh chup gan nhin o ca vét kim chdm nho, moéng tay nhudm va anh
mat 10 do do kich thich ma tdy cta cac c6 gai. Khong c6 anh Betty Short
cung nhw Lorna Martilkova, cling khong cé cac c6 gai no 1€ tinh duc kiéu
Ai Cap hay nhitng hinh khién ngudi ta lién twéng dén ba twdc Wellington,
nhung can ct vao xac nhan cé cac vét danh bang roi da md trén ngwdi nan
nhan ctia bén phéap y thi c6 thé xac dinh Johnny Vogel la nghi can s6 mot
trong vu giét Thugce duoc.

Toi dong ngan kéo, tat dén va hoi hop budc sang phong khach bat dén
dén cho cudn so dién thoai, s6 ctia “B6 va Me” 1a Granite-9401. Néu t6i
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khong nham thi dén nha Fritzie chi mat mwoi phut 14i xe. Toi quay so0. Dién
thoai cta Fritzie Vogel kéu hai muoi lam lan. Toi tat den va di ra.

Ngoi nha nho lam bang go cia ong bé Vogel van t6i den khi t6i dau xe
trwdc ctra. Ngoi sau tay lai toi nhd lai cach bo tri can nha ma t6i méi vao
tham cach day khong 1au, hai phong ngti nam phia cudéi day hanh lang dai,
nha bép, phia sau c6 mai hién va mot canh cra dong chat doi dién vai
phong ngu. Néu Fritzie c6 hang 6 bi mat nao dé thi rat c6 thé la can phong
khoa kia.

Toi lai xe vong ra sau nha, r6i rén rén di qua chiéc may giat dé ngoai
hién. Canh ctra lam bang go rat citng nhuwng lay thit téi thay né chi gan vao
twong bang maéc rat don gian. Lac nhe nam van ctra t6i thay lac quan hon,
chi can 1at miéng kim loai nhé kia ra la vao dugc.

T6i quy goi so trén nén nha va thdy c6 mot mau kim loai mong. Nhat 1én
di sat vao mat t6i mdi phat hién ra do la que do xang. Téi mim cwoi tham
cam on sy may man va mé& khoa ctra buéc vao.

Du tinh sé chi & day toi da 1a mwoi lam phut, t6i di qua nha bép vao hanh
lang, hai tay gio ra truéc mit dé tranh va dau vao vat can. Anh dén hét ra tir
khe ctia nha tam gidp t6i tim can phong bi mat cua Fritzie dé dang hon. T6i
lach doan kim loai vao va 6 khoa bat mé.

Can phong nho t6i om. T6i lan mo di men theo twong, tay lién tuc va vao
cac khung anh, cdm gidc sg hai xam chiém khi t6i da trugt phai vat gi do
kha cao va lac lw. D6 la chiéc dén hinh c6 ngong, toi lan tay 1én phan trén
va bat cong tac. Can phong bat sang.

Céc bitc anh trong khung chup Fritzie mac sac phuc, do dan sy cung véi
cac ban hoc trong 16p nam 1925 khi con hoc & Hoc vién canh sat. Twong
phia sau ké mot chiéc ban nhin ra cira so treo rém nhung, bén canh la mot
chiéc ghé quay va ta dung ho so.

T6i md& ngan trén cung va ldy ra may tap ho so ghi ddu “Béo cao tinh bao
- Doi chong tdi pham ltra ddo,” “Bao cdo tinh bao - Doi chéng todi trdm
cap,” “Bdao cao tinh bao - DBoi chong cuwép”, tat ca déu co6 tén cua cac ca
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nhan danh may bén 1é. Hy vong sé c6é diém gi d6 dang chu y, t6i lat xem
trang dau cta ba tap ho so - chi c6 duy nhat mot ban sao gidy than ¢ moi
tap.

Nhung nhw thé da la rat da. Trong do6 toan nhitng khoéan thanh toéan tai
chinh, danh muc cac khoan can doi tai khodn ngan hang, va cac tai san
khac, toan nhitng khodan tinh toan chi tiéu lién quan dén nhitng tén t6i pham
da dugc xac dinh ma S& khong thé kiém tra hét duge. Sy bd nhiém ghi trén
dau moi trang noéi 1én tit ca: Canh sat Los Angeles dut 16t quan chitc Lién
bang dé dugc tw tién hanh diéu tra tdi tron thué. Chu thich viét tay, so dién
thoai, tén va dia chi ghi & bén 1é, va t6i nhan thay chi viét tay cua Fritzie
rat dep.

T6i cam thdy lanh ngudi, hoi thé tac nghen khi nghi dén: Hanh dong
tong tién. Hodc la anh ta gdy sttc ép vdi bon tdi pham can c vao nhitng
thong tin nam trong phan hé so con lai hodc &m chi sé 4p dung bién phap
manh doi véi ho.

Truwéc tién 1a hanh dong téng tién. An cip va lgi dung nhitng tai liéu
chinh thitc caa canh sat Los Angeles. Ngan céan viéc diéu tra ctia Lién bang.

Nhung khong hé cé thong tin nao lién quan dén Johnny Vogel, Charles
Issler hay Betty Short.

Cac tap ho so khac cling chi c6 bao cdo tai chinh twong tw. T6i co ghi
nh¢ tén nhitng ngwoi duge ghi bén 16, mé ngan kéo dwdi cung va thdy tap
h6 so ghi “Bao cao vé nhitng tén t6i pham da duwoc biét dén - Phong quan ly
hanh chinh,” t6i biét ngay n6i dung cta tap tai liéu nay la gi.

Trang dau tién ghi chi tiét cac vu bat gitt, h6 so vé Charles Michael
Issler: nam gidgi, da trang, sinh nam 1911 & Joplin, bang Missouri; trang hai
liét ké nhitng nhan vat lién quan. Cudn s6 do vién sy quan phu trach quan
thic an treo ctia han kiém tra thang 6 nam 1946 c6 ghi tén sau c6 gai cung
vdi sO dién thoai, ngay bi bat két t0i hoat dong mai dam ctia bon ho. Ngoai
ra con c6 tén bon c6 gai khac ghi bén duwéi: “Khdng c6 tién 1€ hoat dong
mai dam?” Tén nguoi thit ba ghi: “Liz Short - lwu lai ngan ngay?”
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Toi 1at sang trang ba va doc bai bao c6 tiéu dé “Kas, cont”, trong do co
mot cdi tén lam t6i giat minh. “Sally Stinson” c6 dwgc nhac dén trong cudn
sO dia chi cua Betty Short, nhung cad bon nhém diéu tra déu khong thé xac
dinh dugc co ta dang ¢ dau. Bén canh tén co ta, nhan vien ciia Phong quan
ly hanh chinh da ghi chu thich bang bt chi: “Lam viéc & quan bar Biltmore
- don khach.” Fritzie cling ghi nguéch ngoac quanh doé vai cht.

T6i c6 gang suy nghi trén cwong vi la mot tham tr chi khong phai nguoi
dang muon tra thu. Ngoai hanh dong tong tién, rdo rang Charles Issler biét
Betty Short. Betty Short cé biét c6 & Sally Stinson hanh nghé mai dam &
quan bar Biltmore. Fritzie Vogel khéng mudn cho ai biét thong tin nay. Anh
ta sap x€p vu hoi cung & khu nha kho dé tim hiéu xem Sally hodc nhitng c6
gai khac da noi véi Issler nhitng gi vé Betty va nhitng nguwdi dan ong co ay
c6 quan hé gan day.

“Con da chitng minh duwoc la con khéng phdi dita dong tinh luyén di.
Bon doéng tinh khéng thé lam dugc nhitng viéc nhw con da lam”, “Con
khéng hé dong tinh luyén di, vi vdy bo dirng goi con la thdng dong tinh.”

To6i sap xép lai dong ho so, déng ngan kéo, tat dén, chot cira va bude ra
ngoai nhw ngwdi cha thyc sy ctia ng6i nha. Trong dau t6i van phan van
khong biét giita Sally Stinson va tap ho so ky hiéu “S” bi mat cé lién quan
gi dén nhau khong. Buéc ra xe, t6i yén tam hon khi nghi rang Fritzie khong
biét nhitng viéc dang dién ra & khach san El Nido. Néu Issler c6 ba hoa ma
tiét 10 bi mat vé “Liz” thi t6i da nghe dugc roi. Fritzie cho rang anh ta c6
thé budc toi phéi im lang. Anh ta da danh gia thap toi va sé phai tra gia cho
hanh dong dé.

Thay t6i vé Russ Millard chi néi vén ven: “Béo céo di.”
To6i ké cho anh ta nghe toan b6 cau chuyén. Khi toi ké xong, Russ gio tay
chao anh Elizabeth Short trén twong va néi: “Chuing toi da c6 tién trién roi,”
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va chia tay ra bat tay t6i.

Chung t6i bat tay nhau rat chat nhw nhitng nguwoi vira chién thang trong
mot tro choi 16n. “Sau day chuing ta sé lam gi?”

“Cau sé quay lai lam viéc binh thuwong nhw khong c6 chuyén gi xdy ra.
To6i cung Harry sé dén gdp Issler va ci* mot nhém khac di tim Sally
Stinson.”

T6i lai nudt nwéc miéng. “Thé con Fritzie?”

“T0i sé suy nghi nghiém tic viéc nay.”

“T'6i muon anh ta bi tom c6.”

“T6i biét cau rat muon diéu d6. Nhung nén nhé bon tdi pham ma anh ta
tong tién sé khong dam doi chitng chong lai anh ta & toa, va néu anh ta biét
chuyén nay ma huy toan bd s6 ban sao gidy to kia di thi ching ta sé khong
lay gi ma budc t6i anh ta dwgc. Dé lam dwgc viéc nay can co sy phoi hop,
nhung bay gio thi chi c6 ching ta thoéi. Cau can binh tinh kiém ché minh
cho dén khi moi viéc két thic.”

T6i ndi: “T6i mudn tham gia mot cong viéc gi do.”

Russ gat dau. “Toi cling muén nhw thé.” Anh ta lai dwa tay 1én mii chao
Elizabeth khi buwéc ra khoi phong.

T6i quay lai cong viéc tuan tra véi thai do 6n hoa nhw binh thuong. Russ
clr ngay nguoi di tim Sally Stinson. Mot ngay sau anh ta goi dién vé nha
cho t6i thong bao ca tin t6t 1an tin xdu: Charles Issler da tim dugc luat sw
bdo vé han khéi bi dua ra toa va dwgc tha ba tuan trede. Can ho cua han &
Los Angeles ciling dugc don sach sé, hién gio chua ro Issler dang ¢ dau.
Qua béng da lan thyc sy, tuy nhién, hanh vi tong tién ctia Vogel c6 thé giai
thich cho viéc do.
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Harry Sears da kiém tra ho so cac vu bat gilt toi pham ma Fritzie thuc
hién - tir khi con lam bén B6i chéng t6i pham trom cap nam 1943 dén vi tri
hién tai & Doi tham t trung tdm. C6 thoi gian Vogel bat tat ca nhitng nguoi
lién quan dén rac roi tai chinh ma FBI giao cho canh sat Los Angeles
nhung canh sat bang lai khong hé két toi bat ky tredng hgp nao.

Ngay hom sau dén ca toi nghi viéc va toi danh ca ngay nghién cttu lai ho
so nghi cach ching minh pham tdi cua Fritzie. Russ goi dién thong bao
chwa hé xac dinh duogc diu vét nao caa Issler, hinh nhw han da di khoi
thanh ph6. Harry dang ngam theo doi Johnny Vogel ca khi lam viéc va khi
hét gio, mot ngwdi ban than cda anh ta lam viéc bén Van phong canh sat
tredng phu trach khu vue phia Tay Hollywood dang kiém tra cac dia chi
KA - ban cua Sally Stinson. Russ lién tuc nhac nhé t6i phai kiém ché,
khong dugc manh dong. Anh ta biét ro 1a t6i da cé thé dwa dugc cé hai cha
con bon ching vao tu.

Sang thit Ba dén lich di lam nén t6i day sém va bé ra ca budi sang doc
h6 so. Chudng dién thoai reo khi t6i dang pha ca pheé.

T6i nhac may tra 1oi. “Toi nghe day.”

“Russ day. Pa bat dugc Sally Stinson. Nwra gio nita dén gap t6i & s6
1546, dwong North Havenhurst.”

“T6i di ngay day.”

Diém hen la mot khu can hé xay theo phong céach kién tric 1au dai cua
Tay Ban Nha. Phia trén la cac thap trang tri lam bang xi mang trang, tat ca
cac ban cong déu c6 mai che. Moi ctta vao déu c6 16i di riéng. Russ ditng &
ctra bén phadi trong cung cho toi.

Toi bo luon xe & khu vuc vach do chay vao. Mot nguwoi dan 6ng an mdc
gon gang, doi mii gidy nhu khi di dy tiéc don da chay xudng don. “Ca ti€p
theo phai khong? Hai trong mot, 6 la la.”
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Russ dan t6i budc 1én. T6i dap ctra va mét ¢6 nang téc nau con réi bu xu,
mat hoen day vét son tho dau ra hoi ngay: “Lan nay thi 6ng con quén gi?”
R&i lai giat minh thét 1én: “Oi, khi that.”

Russ gio phu hiéu ra. “Canh sat Los Angeles day. Co c6 phai la Sally
Stinson khong?”

“Khong, t0i la Eleanor Roosevelt. Cac anh nghe nay, dén canh sat triedng
dén day toi con khé chiu day. Cac anh khéng muén bi d6i x nhw thé ch&?”

T6i dinh buwdc vao thi Russ giit tay lai. “Co Stinson, ching t6i dén day vi
chuyén lién quan dén Liz Short va Charles Issler. C6 muén noéi chuyén &
day hay trong nha giam danh cho n@ thi tuy.”

Sally Stinson nam chat chi€c 4o choang ép sat vao nguoi. “Nay, toi da
noi voi nguoi kia,” co ta im lang gitta chirng va co ram nguwoi lai. Nhin c6
ta cha khac gi & gai diém phai chéng choi v&i bay quy di¥ trong cac phim
kinh di tredc day, toi biét dich xac dam quy dit kia la ai. “Chung t6i khong
di vdi anh ta. ching t6i chi muon héi chuyén vé Betty Short.”

Sally c6 vé yén tam hon. “Anh ta sé khong biét chit?”

Russ mim cuwdi cé vé nhan tir va n6i déi luén. “Khong, chuyén nay tuyét
doi bi mat.”

Co ta ding sang bén va toi cung vGi Russ budc vao. Can phong toan
nhitng loai do dac ré tién, giwong trong khong, vali dat san & géc nha dé
néu can la c6 thé ra di dugc ngay. Sally chot ctra phia trong va t6i hoi:
“Nguoi dan 6ng ma ching ta dang noéi dén la ai, thwa co6 Stinson?”

Russ lai chinh nat that ca vat va t6i budc phai im lang. Sally dap tay
xuong ghé c6 vé buc boi. “Pirng nhac dén chuyén do nita, toi khong thich
nhac dén nhitng chuyén dau bu6n da qua.”

T6i ngbi xuéng khong giau noi vé sét sang. Russ cung ngoi xuong va lay
so tay ra chuan bi ghi chép. Sally ngoi 1én chiéc vali dat & goéc phong, mat
nhin ra ctta nhw ¢6 y canh chirng. Co ta bat dau bang cau néi ma hau nhw
tat ca cac doi twgng lién quan dén vu E. Short ching t6i tirng biét déu noi:
“T6i khong biét ai giét co ay.”
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Russ noi: “Dugc ro6i, ching ta hdy bat dau tiv dau. Co gap Liz Short khi
nao?”

Sally dwa tay gai cam. “Mua hé nam ngodi. Hinh nhw 1a thang Sau thi
phai.”

“0 dau?”

“Pé 1a mot quan bar & khu Yorkshire House Grill. T6i khéng chac chan
lam, Iic d6 t6i dang doi... dgi Charles Issler. Liz di vao cung véi mot
nguoi nhin cé vé giau co, sau do co dy dudi anh ta di va chung tdi ngoi noi
chuyén. Mat lat sau thi Charles xuat hién.”

To6i hoi: “Sau d6 thi thé nao?”

“Chung t6i thay c6 rat nhiéu diém twong dong vdi nhau. Liz néi c6 ay
dang chay tui, Charles hoi: ‘C6 c6 mudn co6 tién ngay khong?’ Va Liz tra
10i 1a ‘C6’, Charles dwa chung t6i dén gap hai ngwoi & Mayflower.”

“Roi sao?”

“Liz rat sanh so6i. Néu muon biét chi tiét thi cac anh phai dgi dén khi t6i
xudt ban hoéi ky ctia minh. Nhung c6 diéu nay t6i mudn noi véi cac anh. To6i
gid vo da tot roi, nhung Liz con la bac thay cta t6i. Co ay ludn to ra la
muon gilt khi tiét nhung thye ra trinh d6 lai vo cung day dan. Co6 1€ phai
xtrng dang dugc trao giai Academy*2.”

To6i nghi dén cudn phim khiéu dam va vét cat rat la trén bap dui trai cta
Betty. “C0 c6 bao gio thdy Liz xudt hién trong cac b6 phim khiéu dam
khong?”

Sally lac dau: “Khéng, nhung néu c6 thi c6 ay sé lam rat tot.”

“Co0 co biét ngwoi dan ong tén la Walter ‘Duke’ Wellington khong?”

“Khong.”

“Thé con Linda Martin?”

“Ciing khong.”

“C0 c6 thay Liz di véi ai khac nita khong?”
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Sally néi: “Co khoang bon hay nam ngudi gi d6 vao mua hé nam ngoi.
Tat ca déu la khach lang choi.”

“C0 c6 nhd tén, cho lam viéc hay ngoai hinh cia ho khong?”

Sally lai cwdi va gai cam. “Anh canh sat, diéu ran dau tién caa Chua doi
V@i toi 1a phdi nham mat va quén di tit ca. Va t6i thye hién diéu do rat tot.”

“Ho co tung hoat dong ¢ khach san nao ¢ Biltmore khong?”

“Khong. Chi c6 & Mayflower, khach san Hacienda va c6 thé la ca khach
san Rexford.”

“C6 nguoi dan 6ng nao hanh dong dang chu y véi Liz, chang han tho 16
vdi c6 ay?”

Sally lac dau: “Khong, hau hét ho rat hai long vi c6 ay lam chuyén kia
rat tot.”

Nong long mudn héi tin vé Vogel, tdi chuyén cha dé. “Co cho ching toi
biét chuyén giita c6 v&i Charles Issler di. C6 cé biét han thu nhan giét
Thugce duge khong?”

Sally néi: “Liuc dau thi t6i khong biét. Sau d6... nhung du sao t6i cling
khong ngac nhién khi nghe tin d6. C6 thé coi la Charles Issler bi ép budc
phai nhan. Cling nhuw khi mot c6 gai mai dam bi giét va chuyén xuat hién
trén bao chi, nguoi ta sé chu y dén Charles va anh dy cling mu6n thit xem
thé nao.”

“Theo c0 thi vi sao anh ta lam nhu vay?”

“Theo anh thi lwvong tam t6i 16i nhu thé nao?”

To6i noi: “Co thdy thé nao? Co6 da & dau tr ngay 10 dén ngay 15 thang 1
va nhi*tng ngudi nao tat ca ching ta déu khong wa?”

“Co vé nhu toi c6 s lva chon ctia minh.”

“Pung vay. C6 muon néi chuyén véi ching t6i ¢ day hay no6i chuyén véi
loai dan ba mang tinh cach dan 6ng ngoai ph6?”

Russ lai chinh ca vat. “Co c6é nhd c6 da ¢ dau trong nhitng ngay do
khong, c6 Stinson?”
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Sally lay thudc 1a va diém trong tdi ra cham hut. “Tat cd nhitng nguoi
biét Liz déu nhé c6 dy da ¢ dau trong nhitng ngay do. Cling nhuw khi tong
thong Roservelt qua doi, anh mu6n lam thay déi chuyén do.”

T6i bat dau cam thay chién thuat cta minh khéng phat huy tac dung.
Nhung Russ da biét triede. “Cau ban t6i khong c6 y té thai do thé thién nhw
vay, co Stinson a. Chi vi anh ay dang buc titc vi chuyén nay.”

Chién thuat du do cua Russ phat huy tac dung ngay. Sally Stinson viit
diéu thu6c dang hut dé xudng nén nha, dim chéan 1én va vo tay xuéng vali
tirc t6i. “Toi sé quén ngay khi cac anh budc ra khoi ctra. T6i s€ ndi vdi cac
anh nhung sé khong néi vGi bén cong to6 quan, cling khong néi véi bén toa
an hay bat ky canh sat nao khac. T6i néi that day. Cac anh budc ra khéi clra
thi moi chuyén ké nhu két thac.”

Russ noi: “T6i dong y nhw vay.” Mat Sally do tng, con titc gian anh 1én
trong mat lam c0 ta trong gia di dén muoi tudi. “Vao thit Sdu ngay 10 toi
dang & khach san nay thi c6 dién thoai. Ga goi dién dén ndi la ban cda
Charles va mu6n t6i dén v&i mot ga dong tinh luyén ai hai ngay & Biltmore,
doi lai t6i sé dugc tra tién. T6i ndi da 1au to6i khong gap Charles va héi tai
sao anh ta biét s6 dién thoai cua t6i. Ga kia khong tra 16i ma chi bédo to6i dén
gap han cung véi tén dong tinh kia vao budi triva ngay hém sau & Biltmore.

“T6i dang hét tién nén nhan 16i va di gdp ca hai nguwoi d6. Hai nguoi
giong nhau nhv hai giot nwdc. T6i biét hai cha con ho 1a canh séat. Tién lam
lu mo tat ca, thang con mom thoi kinh khiing nhwng t6i con thay nhitng
diéu toi té hon. Han noi véi t6i tén ong bo lam toi hoi sg hai, nhung 6ng bo
thi dang voi chuan bi di, con thang con thi khap khiéng nén t6i nghi c6 thé
do6i pho dugce véi ho.”

Sally chdm mot diéu thudc khac. Russ dwa cho t6i anh hai cha con nha

Vogel va t6i dua cho c6 ta xem. Sally néi: “Chinh xac,” va cam diéu thuéc
vtra cham di vao mat bon ho.

“Vogel mang dén cad bo d6 nghé va bat t6i phdi lam tro véi tat ca nhitng
thit d6. T6i noi: ‘Khong dugc, khéng dwge’. Va han hiva sé cho thém t6i
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tién néu téi dong y cho han théa man thd vui trén than thé minh. T6i néi:
‘Pirng hong’. Va roi han...”

T6i ngat 1oi Sally. “Han cé nhac dén cuon phim khiéu dam hay nhitng
lesbian khong?”

Sally dop chat. “Han chi nhac dén béng chay va thit d6 ctia han théi. Han
vi ciia han ngang vdi cia Schnitzel 16n nhung thwe su cha co ty gi ca.”

Russ néi: “Co ci ké tiép di.”

“Ca budi chiéu hém d6 han day vo t6i, néi toan chuyén tam phao vé
Brooklyn Dodger nay Schnitzel 16n cho dén khi t6i xdy xam cd mat may.
T6i phai tim ké hoan binh. ‘Chiing ta nghi an t6i va di dao mot lat da’, sau
d6 ching t6i cung di ra hanh lang. Ngoai do t6i thdy Liz ng6i mot minh va
c6 dy ndi khong con xu nao, va vi t6i biét thang con thich c6 ay nén nghi ra
tro danh ltra. Chung t6i quay 1én phong va trong khi t6i di tam thi bon ho
vao phong ngu véi nhau. Khoang mudi hai rwdi dém thi Liz di ra thi tham
vOi toi: ‘Chi dang goi la Schnitzel nho so vai toi thoi’, va tw do toi khong
hé gap lai c6 ay cho dén khi thay trén bao xuéat hién cac birc anh.”

Toi quay sang nhin Russ va anh ta thi tham: “Dulange”. T6i gat dau va
nghi lai quang thoi gian Betty Short mat tich cho dén khi c6 4y gap ga
Joseph ngudi Phap vao budi sang ngay 12. Cac khodng thoi gian dang dan
duoc ghép lai v6i nhau.

Russ néi: “Sau do c6 c6 hen ho vdi John Vogel nita khong?”

Sally vitt may birc anh xudng nén nha. “C6.”

“Han c6 ndi gi vdi co vé Liz Short khong?”

“Han chi n6i han rat ham mo Schnitzel 16n.”

“Han c6 n6i bon ho hen gap lai nhau khong?”

“Khong.”

“Han c6 néi gi chuyén bo han c6 lién quan v6i Liz khong?”

“Khong.”

“Han noi gi vé Liz?”
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Sally vong tay 6m ngudi minh. “Han n6i c6 ay thich choi nhitng tro ma
han nghi ra. T6i héi: “Tro gi?’ Va han néi: ‘Chut va no 1€ va tro Canh sat va
gai diém’.”

Toi giuc: “Co noi nhanh lén di.”

Sally nhin ra ctra ké ti€p. “Hai ngay sau Liz xuat hién trén tit ca cac bao,
Fritzie dén khach san va néi vdi toi thing con da gid tro lira gat cd dy. Ong
ta noi tén toi sé xuat hién trong cac hoé so ctia canh sat va héi nguoi dat moi.
T6i nhac dén Charles va 6ng ta nhd ra ngay anh ta tir thdi con lam bén
Phong quan ly hanh chinh. Sau d6 ong ta c6 vé hoang sg vi nhg ra la
Charles c6 thoéi quen rat hay nhan toi. Ong ta dung dién thoai cua tdi goi
cho mot ngwdi ban nao dé bao lay hé so vé Charles & Phong quan 1y hanh
chinh sau d6 lai goi cho m6t ngwdi khac va t6i thay ong ta tirc dién 1én khi
biét rang Charles da bi quan thic vi ti nhan t0i da giét Liz.

“Ong ta danh t6i rat dd man va hai tdi liéu Liz c6 ké véi Charles chuyén
quan hé kia v&i con cia mot canh sat. Toi noi vdi ong ta la Charles va Liz
chi mdi quen nhau, anh ta ciing chi mdi dat méi cho c6 ay vai lan, nhung
ong ta van danh t6i va de doa sé giét t6i néu t6i néi vGi canh sat chuyén
quan hé cua con ong ta v&i Thugc dugc.”

T6i ditng day chuan bi di nhung Russ van ng6i. “Co6 Stinson, c6 néi khi
Johnny Vogel nhac dén tén cha minh thi o sg hai. Vi sao vay?”

Sally 1am bam. “Vi mot cau chuyén t6i duwgce nghe.” Bat chot Sally té ra
sau nao.

“Chuyén gi vay?”

Giong thi tham cuda Sally dit doan. “Chuyén 6ng ta bi dudi khéi Phong
quan ly hanh chinh do.”

T6i nhé dén cau chuyén Bill Koenig ké. Fritzie bi 1dy bénh giang mai twr
bon gai diém twr thoi con lam bén Phong quan ly hanh chinh, va phéi nghi
viéc dé di diéu tri. “Ong ta bi mac bénh phai khong?”

Giong Sally da trong hon doi chiat. “T6i nghe n6i 6ng ta bi mac bénh
giang mai nén vo cling tiic gian. Ong ta cho ring mot c6 gai da mau nao d6
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da lam Ong ta 1ay bénh nén bién can nha ¢ Watts caa 6ng ta thanh noi choi
baoi, bat tat cd cac cd gai phai lam tinh véi 6ng ta trwdc khi ong ta di chita
tri. Ong ta bit ho phai bdi thi bénh d6 vao mét va hai nguoi da bi mu.”

Hai chan t6i nhu khong con chut stc lgc nao. Russ noi: “Cam on co
Sally.”

“Pi bat Johnny thoi.”

Chung t6i 1ai xe di rat cham, vira di vira dé y chiéc do bang vai xéc han ta
thwdng mac. Russ van gilr ong tiém va lo thudc Pentothal trén tap 16 xe tir
vu di tham van Red Manley mac du anh ta biét lam cong viéc hién tai can
nhiéu sitc Iyc hon la sy tinh tdo. Ching t6i dang di phia sau toa nha cta to
chitc Jesus Saves Mission thi nhan ra han dang di v&i hai ga lang thang bén
canh mot thung rac.

Toi budc xudng xe goi to. “Nay, Johnny!” Thang Vogel con bting tay ra
hiéu vd&i hai ga say xin va rén rén budc lai cho toi.

Han van rdt than nhién: “Cau lam gi ma mdac thwong phuc & day,
Bleichert?” Va ngay lap titc t6i thui vao bung han. Han khuyu ngwoi va toi
tim dau an xuong thung xe. Nguwoi Johnny mém oat, mat mii tai nhot. Toi
gitt han con Russ vén tay 4o han lén tiém mot mii chat sird vao mach mau
cta han.

Nguwoi han da d& lanh hon. T6i rit khau 38 trong o ctia han vitt 1én ghé
tredc va day han lén ghé sau ngoi cung t6i. Chung t6i 1ai xe di, hai thang
nghién rigu con vay tay chao tam biét.

Ntra gio sau ching t6i c6 mat & khach san El Nido. Johnny van cudi
khiic khich trong con mé thudc, chi thinh thodng hdan mdi hoi tinh lai doi
chut. Russ dam chiéu lai xe di. Vé dén khach san, Russ vao truéc kiém tra
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khong thay ai lién ra hiéu cho t6i dwa han vao. Téi vac Johnny lén vai va
chay thang 1én phong 204 - cong viéc nang nhoc nhat trong doi toi.

C6 1€ vi dwgce nam trén vai t6i nén han tinh ra, anh mat bat dau 1o do di
chuyén. T6i quang han xudng ghé, cong co tay trai vao 6ng nwdc. Russ noi:
“Thudc Pentothal con tdc dung vai gio nita. Han khéng thé néi doi duoc
dau.” Toi 1ay khan mat nhiing nwdc tap 1én mat han, Vogel ho va gat tay t6i
ra.

Johnny lai cwdi khic khich. T6i noi: “Elizabeth Short,” va chi nhitng btc
anh treo trén twong. Johnny do dan néi liu nhiu gi d6. “Co dy thé nao?” Toi
héi va lai 1ay khan lau 1én mat han va lan nay thi Johnny néi ca lap. Toi
quang luon chiéc khan nhiing nwéc lanh 1én long han. “Liz Short day? May
con nhé c6 ay khéng?”

Johnny cuoi to. Russ vay tay goi t6i dén ng6i canh anh ta. “C6 cach nay,
cau dé t6i hoi con cau ct ng6i im kiém ché tinh tinh cia minh.”

T6i gat dau. Johnny da nhin thay chidng t6i nhwng dnh mat van mét mai,
cham chap va do dan. Russ néi: “Tén cau la gi?”

Johnny noéi: “Chu biét r6i con gi, trung Gy,” giong han van khan khan.

“Ctt néi di.”

“Vogel, John Charles.”

“Cau sinh ngay nao?”

“Ngay 6 thdng 5 nim 1922.”

“16 cong vGi 56 bang bao nhiéu?”

Johnny suy nghi mot lat: “72”, va quay sang t6i. “Sao cau danh t0i,
Bleichert? Toi da bao gio lam gi cau dau.”

Co vé han da thuc sy bi mé sang. T6i van khong néi gi con Russ 1én
tiéng. “Tén bd cau la gi?”

“Chud biét 6ng ay roi con gi. Oi... Friedrich Vogel, goi tit 1a Fritzie
Vogel.”

“Goi tat c6 giong Liz Short khong?”
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“U... giéng. Ciing nhv Liz, Betty, Beth, Thuwgc dwoc... rdt nhiéu biét
hiéu.”

“Nghi lai khodng thoi gian thang 1 vira qua di. B6 cau khong mudn cau
nhw mot dira dong tinh ding khong?”

“U... ding.”

“Ong 4y thué cho cau mot c6 gai trong hai ngay diing khong?”

“Khong phai mot co gai, khong phai la co gai thuc sy ma la mot con
diém. Mot con di...”

Tiéng kéo dai cta han ta bién thanh tiéng cwoi. Johnny c6 vo tay nhung
mot tay thi han tw dap vao nguc con tay kia thi bi cong gitr lai. Han noi:
“Khong dugc lam thé nay. Chau sé méach bd.”

Russ rat binh tinh trd 16i han: “Chi mot lat théi. Cau dén khach san
Biltmore tim gai diém phai khong?”

“Pung, bo chau dugc gidm gia vi quen ngudi cha.”

“Va cau ciling gap Liz Short ¢ khach san Biltmore dung khong?”

Mat Johnny d6t nhién citng do, mat thinh thoang lai giat, hai m6i mim
chit, mach mau hin r6 1én trén tran. “U... ding thé.”

“Ai gi6i thiéu véi cau? Tén c6 ta la gi nhi? Co géi diém ay? Lic dé cau
va Liz lam gi? K€ cho t6i nghe chuyén do di.”

“Bon chau lam tinh trong ba gio, sau dé choi tro choi. Chau dwa cho co
ay cai cta Schnitz 16n. Bon chau choi tro ‘cu6i ngya’, chau thich Liz nén
chi lam rat nhe véi c6 ay. C6 dy dang yéu hon con bé téc ndu. Co ay van
mac v6 khi lam chuyén ay vi c6 ay bédo trén dui c6 vét seo ma khong ai
muoén nhin. Co ay thich Schnitz va dé cho chau hon c6 ay thodi mai ma
khong yéu cau phéi dung nuwdc sic miéng Listerine nhw con bé téc nau
kia.”

T6i nghi dén vét seo trén dui Betty va nin thd. Russ hoi: “Johnny, cé phai
cdu giét Liz khong?”
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Thang con trai béo bi giat ndy minh. “Khéng! Khong khong khong
khong! Khong!”

“Suyt, binh tinh nao. Khi nao thi Liz roi cau?”

“T6i khong rach ngudi co ay.”

“Chung t6i tin cau. Bay gio thi trd 101 cau hoi cta toi: Khi nao thi c6 ay
roi cau?”

“Cuoi... cudi ngay thir Bay. Hinh nhu 1a muwoi hai hay mét gio gi dé.”

“Y cau noéi 1a sdng sém ngay Chu nhat phai khong?”

“Vang.”

“Co ay c6 noi di dau khong?”

“Khong.”

“Co ay c6 nhac dén tén nguwoi dan ong nao khac khong? Chang han nhw
ban trai hay ngwoi nao dé ma co dy sé di gap?”

“U... hinh nhv 13 vai ngudi nao dé ma c6 dy da cudi.”

“Chi c6 vay thoi sao?”

“Vang.”

“Cau c6 gap lai co ay lan nao nita khéng?”

“Khong.”

“B0 cau c6 biét Liz khong?”

“Khong.”

“Ong ay c6 yéu cau nhan vién khach san thay déi tén trong cuén s6 ding
ky sau khi xac caa Liz dugc phat hién khong?”

“U... c6.”

“Cau c0 biét ai giét Liz khong?”

“Khong! Khong!”

Nguoi Johnny va mo héi. T6i da qua nong long muon bat toi thang nay
nhung bay gid c6 vé nhw han chi quan hé vGi ¢6 ta c6 mot lan. To6i noi:
“Cau noi vGi bo cau vé Liz khi tin vé c6 ay xuat hién trén bao phai khong?”
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“U... diing thé.”

“Va ong dy no6i vdi cau vé ga dan ong co tén la Charles Issler? Ga dan
ong da tirng dan moi cho Liz Short?”

“Vang.”

“Va 6ng ay noi vGi cau rang Issler dang bi giam vi ty nhan tdi da giét co
ay?”

“U...m, vang.”

“Bay gio cau noi cho tdi nghe nhitng gi 6ng dy noéi sé lam lién quan dén
chuyén do6. Cau phai noéi that cham va ro rang.”

Vogel c6 vé hoi kho khan khi phdi nh lai nhiéu chi tiét. “B6 t6i noi véi
ong Do Thai Ellis tha han ra nhung 6ng ay khong dong y. Bo t6i biét cho
nha kho va nghi ra y twéng dé va thuyét phuc 6ng Do Thai dong y. B0 t6i
muon cung chi Bill dén d6 nhwng 6ng Do Thai khong dong y ma lwa chon
anh. B6 t6i n6i anh sé dong y vi khong c6 Blanchard chi bao thi anh sé
khong biét phdi lam gi ca. Bo t6i néi anh la loai mém yéu, nhu nhwoc...”

Johnny bat dau cuwdi dién loan, dau lac lv khién mo héi roi 1a cha. Russ
buwdc dén trwdc mat téi. “Toi sé bat han phai ky vao bién ban. Cau can nghi
trong khodng nira gid dé 14y lai binh tinh. T6i sé cho n6 udng ca phé va khi
cau quay lai ching ta sé tinh chuyén ti€p theo.”

T6i bude ra cho thoat hiém, ngoi nghi va gac chan 1én lan can ngam nhin
dwong pho. Xe co tap nap di tr hwéng Wilcox 1én Hollywood. T6i ngoi
dung dui cui chi bién s6 xe. Nhitng xe chay vé hwéng Nam la toi va nha toi,
chay 1én huwéng Bac la Kay va Lee. Xe chay vé huéng Nam c6 mudi bay
chiéc, chay vé huwéng Bac c6 mudi ba chi€c. Cudi cung toi tw gop ca hai
hwéng lam mot dé cé ca ba ching téi va quay vao phong.

Johnny Vogel dang ky vao bién ban ctia Russ, mat dé tng, ngwdi va mo
héi, tay run ray. T6i ding ng6 ndi dung 1oi thi nhan caa han tr phia sau:
Russ ghi day du nhitng gi dién ra & khach san Biltmore, viéc lién quan dén
Betty, viéc Fritzie danh Sally Stinson, tong s6 bon 16i va hai t6i nghiém
trong.

https://thuviensach.vn



Russ noi: “Toi sé ngoi day chd han tinh lai dé néi chuyén nhw mot sy
quan thuce su.”

To6i phan doi ngay: “Khong dugc dau,” va quay sang Johnny. “Cau bi bat
vi t6i mua dam, c6 tinh gidu chitng ¢, can trd trai phép viéc thuc thi luat
phap, va dong loa v&i hanh dong bao nguoc.”

Johnny thot 1én: “B6”, va quay sang nhin Russ. Russ dwa cho to6i bién
ban tdi pham. T6i bo vao tdi va cong tay thang Vogel con ra sau trong khi
han ng6i khoc nite nd.

Russ thé dai: “That xdu ho.”

“T6i biét.”

“Cau sé khong bao gio con dugc quay lai lam viéc trén co quan Cuc.”

“T6i da nghi dén diéu do roi. Du sao cling khong dén noi qua téi té.”

Toi duva Johnny ra xe ché vé Doi Hollywood. Phéng vién da ditng day
tredc ctta, ho danh hoi dwge chuyén hay khi thdy mét nguwdi mac thwong
phuc di cung v&i mot canh sat bi cong tay. Pen chup anh nhay lién tuc, dam
san tin bu 14y t6i goi tén. “Khong c6 binh ludn gi ca.” Vao dén bén trong,
cac sy quan mdc sac phuc tr6 mat ra nhin. T6i day Johnny ngo6i xuéng ghé
va thi tham vao tai han: “Néi vdi cha cdu t6i con biét 6ng ta dung cac bao
cado cua Lién bang dé tong tién, cd can bénh giang mai cta ong ta va nha
chita & Watts. No6i v6i 6ng ta sang mai trén bao sé c6 tat ca nhitng tin nay.”

Johnny ng6i khoc swét mudt. Mot vien thugng uy budc dén quat to:
“Chuyén quai quy gi ¢ day thé nay?”

Lai c6 dén chup anh loé 1én va t6i nhan ra dé la Bevo Means vdi cudn so
tay da san sang. Toi noi: “To6i la sy quan Dwight Bleichert, con day la sy
quan John Charles Vogel.” To6i dua bién ban cho vién thugng uy va nhay
mat. “Pang ky cho cho anh ta.”
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T6i an voi vang bita trira va lai xe vao khu trung tam dén doi tuan tra
trung tam thyc hién nhiém vu thuwdng xuyén ctia minh. Vira tho dau vao dén
phong hop chung t6i nghe cé tiéng goi: “Sy quan Bleichert, dén phong chi
huy tuan tra ngay lap tic.”

Toi quay lai va go ctra phong thwong uy Jastrow. Anh ta goi vong ra.
“Clta m@ ddy.” T6i budc vao lam dong tac chao nhw mot sy quan tap suw
nhung da rat lanh nghé. Jastrow ditng day chang théem dé y dén dong tac
chao va dwua tay chinh gong kinh nhw méi nhin thay t6i lan dau tién.

“Cau dugc nghi phép hai tuan ké tir gio phut nay, Bleichert. Khi cau
quay lai lam viéc, dén bao cdo vé6i canh sat tredng phu trach tham ti Green
ngay. Anh ay sé phan cong cau sang bo phan khac.”

Mubn c6 nguoi chia sé cam gidc ngot ngao, tdi nan lai hoi: “Tai sao
vay?”

“Fritzie vira ti ban nat dau minh roi. D6 1a ly do tai sao.”

Pong tac chao tam biét ctia téi con nhanh gap doi dong tac chao lic vao.
Jastrow ciling cha thém dé y. Toi di qua hdi trwong va trong dau nghi dén
hai c6 gai diém bi mu mat, khong biét ho c6 biét hay quan tam dén tin nay
khong. Phong hop chung da day nhitng sy quan mdc sac phuc chd 1énh
triéu tap, chi can di dugc qua day ra xe la t6i c6 thé vé nha. To6i buéc di rat
cham, gilr thang ngudi va san sang nhin lai nhitng anh mat dang xoi moi
nhin t6i khién bon ho phéi cii xuéng. Nhung tiéng xi xao “thang phan bgi”
hay “quan da man” vang lén khi t6i bwdc qua. Gan budc ra dén ctra thi t6i
thdy co tiéng vo tay va quay lai thi thay Russ Millard va Thad Green dang
vay tay tam biét minh.
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Chuong 24

Tam thoi khong phai dén noi quy tha ma bat do va toi ty hao vé viéc
minh vira lam. Chi c6 hai tuan nghi r6i sau do toi lai phai hy sinh cudc doi
cho mot vi tri thoi tha nao do trong S& canh sat Los Angeles. Vu bat gitt va
tw ti cta hai cha con nha Vogel la sy si nhuc chung va la diéu dang xau ho
doi v6i nhitng bac lam bo. To6i cha biét lam gi trong hai tuan vinh quang
ngoai viéc truy tim ngwoi dan ong mat tich kia.

T6i bat dau lan tim 1y do & Los Angeles. T6i doc di doc lai cuon s6 ghi
chép cac vu bat gitt do Lee tién hanh, t6i hoi cac lesbian & quan bar La
Verne’s Hideaway xem Lee c6 xuat hién quay ray ho lan thi hai khong
nhung cling chi toan cau tra 16i “khéng” va dong tac lac dau. Russ lay trdm
cho t6i ban sao hoan chinh h6 so cac vu bat t0i pham ma Lee thyc hién
nhung ciing chang noéi 1én diéu gi. Kay, c6 1é vi tam hai long khi dwoc
chung song véi t6i nén noéi rang toi that ngoc nghéch khi lam nhitng viéc do
va t6i biét nang dang rat lo sg.

Phét hién ra sy lién hé gitra Issler/Stinson/Vogel chi gitp t6i khang dinh
duwgc mot diéu - t6i da la mot tham tr. Nhung dé tim ra Lee thi lai la
chuyén khéc va téi bat minh phai lam. Tinh kién tri bén bi ctia cdu dy ma
toi thuwong thiy va tham nguwdng mo bay gio lai tai hién trong t6i r0 hon
khién ldc nao toi cling nghi dén cau ta. Trong lic di tim nhitng so liéu t6i
ludn ty héi: Lee mat tich trong khi vu Thugc dugc, thuéc Benzedrine va
Bobby De Witt day vo minh.

Lan cudbi cung nguwdi ta nhin thidy ciu ta la & Tijuana vao thoi diém ma
De Witt cling dén do6 va viéc diéu tra vu Thuge duge dang tdp trung vao
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khu vuc bién gidi gitta My va Meéhicao.

De Witt va ga ban buén ma tiy cta han Felix Chasco thiét mang ciing
vao thoi gian d6 va mdc du hai ngwoi Méhico da bi bat vi vu nay nhung
cling c6 thé n6 da bi danh lac hwéng - canh sat muén x6a s6 mot ké giét
nguoi.

Nhu vay c6 thé tam két luan la: Lee giét De Witt va Chasco vi mudn bao
vé cdu ta va Kay khéi sy tra thu ctia De Witt. Két luan chi la két luan.

Buéc tiép theo toi nghién cttu ho so vé viéc luan toi De Witt. Co rat
nhiéu thong tin can dugc lam sang to hon.

Lee goi nhitng ngwoi cung cap tin cho anh ta vé De Witt la “nhitng b0
nao” cta vu Boulevard-Citizens, néi rang ho rdi khéi thanh pho 1a dé tranh
bi De Witt tra thu. T6i goi dién cho bén quan ly nhan khau nhung ho ciling
khong co6 thong tin nhitng nguoi kia hién dang ¢ dau. De Witt bi canh sat
chu y 1a vi tredc day han da tirng bi bat gitt vi lién quan dén ma tiy va viéc
khai t6 dugc dwva trén co sé so tién bi cudp dwoc tim thdy & nha De Witt,
trong khi d6 han lai khong c6 chitng ¢ ngoai pham trong thoi gian xdy ra
vu an. Trong s6 bon tén, hai tén bi giét tai hién treong, De Witt bi bat con
tén thit tw van ty do. De Witt néi khong hé biét han la ai - mac du néu khai
ra han c6 thé sé dugc an giam han tu.

Két luan: Co6 thé do la kich ban ctia canh sat Los Angeles, c6 thé Lee la
nguoi giat day, cé thé cau ta lam nhw vay dé dwogc Benny Siegel lai qua vi
tién cta ong ta bi bon cwdp thue sy nang di va ong ta cling la ngudoi Lee
phai kiéng mat vi cau ta con ng tién 6ng ay khi ky hop dong thi dau. Sau do6
Lee gap Kay tai phién toa xét xir De Witt, yéu c6 theo kiéu vira trong sang
vUra tinh toan va cling té thai do cam ghét Bobby thyc su.

Két luan thit hai t6i rat ra: Co thé Kay khong biét diéu do. De Witt la
thang can ba cua xa hoi va dang phai chap nhan s6 phan nhw vay.

Va két luan cubi cung: T6i phéi gdap Lee dé nghe 16i xac nhan hodc pha
dinh cua chinh cau ta.
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Pén ngay nghi phép thit tw tdi quyét dinh di Méhicé. O Tijuana toi dwa
tién va bitc hinh ctia Lee hoi nhwng van gitr lai mot it dé phong khi can cé
thong tin quan trong t6i van c6 cai dé chi. T6i di long vong nhung khong hé
phat hién duwgc manh moi nao va cudi cung nhan thay sé chi ton tién v6 ich
néu toi ct tiép tuc lam thé nay. T do t6i quyét dinh sé chi chi tién cho dam
canh sat nguwoi Mehico.

O Tijuana bon canh sat vd cing tham lam, chi néi duwoc vai cau tiéng
Anh di@t doan nhung kiéu luat quoc té nay thi ho nam rat r6. T6i gap mot
dam tuan tra trén dwong, chia thé va tat nhién la ca dé la dé dugc hoi bon
ho nhitng cau hoi bang thit tiéng Anh pha Tay Ban Nha ma t6i phai dang c6
tap. Bon ching chang ngan ngai gi ma khong chop tién nhung cau tra 16i
danh cho t6i thi chi la nhitng cai lac dau hodc nhitng chuyén via hé vé van.

Co ga thi nghe don c6 tay mé phim khiéu dam vira bi bat & cau lac bo
Chicago cudi thang 1, c6 ga nghe phong phanh mot tay téc vang nao do
choi bai gian 1an bi bat va dung tién thang bac dé dut 16t cho canh sat. Co
thang thi no6i btra Lee phdi bo chay vi gap mot ga thay tu mac bénh phong
trong mot quan bar, véi vang mua do uéng réi dén luén Ensenada. Nguon
tin d6 cha c6 co sé gi dé tin cdy va can c6 10i gidi thich. Ga canh sat noi:
“Vi thay tu kia la anh trai cta t6i. Anh ay ty phong chitc cho minh. Nhw thé
day. Ctt gilt chac tién trong tii cia minh.”

Toi lai tiép tuc di 80 dam nita vé phia Nam xudng Ensenada, trong dau
phan van khong biét Lee 1dy dau ra tién ma di lai nhiéu nhv thé. Poan
duwong di kha dep, hai bén la cac doc ditng day cay la va nhitng ngon doi,
thung ling xanh muwét. Xe di lai cling it, thinh thodng t6i m@i thady c6 mot
nhom khach bd hanh di hwéng ngugce lai. Toan la cac gia dinh xach theo
vali, nhin vita c6 vé hitng thu vira sg sét, hinh nhv ho khong biét chac
nhitng gi sé cho doi ho ¢ phia bén kia bién gigi, nhung du sao & do cling
con tot hon la phi tién vao nhitng khu du lich ban thiu v van ctia Méhicé.

Lic chang vang toi, cang dén gan Ensenada, dong ngudi di du lich
hwéng 1én phia Bac cang dong hon, xép thanh hang. Cit khoang nam sau
nguoi lai c6 mot ngwdi cam dén pin soi dwdng, bon tré con bam riét sau
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lvng me ching. Vwot qua mot ngon doi nita thi toi thdy Ensenada phia
trugc.

Toi 1ai xe vé hudng dé va nhanh chéng nhan ra thi trdn nay la mot kiéu
phién ban mé hinh du lich bién cta Tijuana nhuwng c6 sttc hdp dan hon.
Pam khach du lich nguoi nwdc ngoai cu xt lich sy hon, trén duwong khong
€6 nguwoi an xin, cling nhw ngwoi ban hang rong. Pam nguwoi Méhicd mai di
cw sang My ciling di qua Ensenada dé ra phia bd bién va phdi tra tién cho
bon canh sat dé dugc di qua. D6 1a kiéu an tién trang tron nhat ma t6i thay
tlr tredc dén nay. Bon canh sat trong bo sac phuc mau nau di ing dén go
ctta hét nha nay dén nha khac doi tién. Dam mac thwong phuc thi di ban thit
bo kho, trai cdy kho va bé nhitng dong xu chiing thu duwgc vao tdi deo bén
canh tay. Bon khac thi dang an mot nguwdi dan 6ng vao bd twong dé kiém
tra vali. Khi roi khoi duong chinh vao khu phd cé den tin hiéu giao théng,
toi thay hai thang madc sac phuc mau nau dang dung sting danh dap da man
mot nguwoi dan ong: thi vii khi chiing cam toan la loai sting ngan cwa nong.

T6i quyét dinh sé hoi bon thudc co quan cong quyén tredc. Hon nita, c6
ngwoi nhin thdy Lee no6i chuyén vi mot bon canh sat & gan bién gigi sau
khi roi khoi Los Angeles, nén c6 thé bon canh sat dia phwong nay cung biét
gi d6 lién quan dén cau ta.

To6i di theo mot chiéc xe di tuan loai cii sdn xuat tir nhitng nam 1930 qua
khu phoé ra phia bo bién, d6 c6 mot don canh sat. Pon canh sat nay dugc
tring dung tir mot nha tho: ctra s6 c6 song chin, dong chit CANH SAT son
mau den nam canh cac hoa tiét mang tinh ton gido mau trang dwdi mai
hién. Peén tuan tra dang soi trén bai co, khi t6i dau xe bwdc xuéng c6 mim
cuoi, anh den 1ap téc xoay sang phia toi.

To6i budc vao trong, anh mat than trong va cdAm nhan rd hoi néng tir bén
trong. Mot ga dan oOng quat to. “Canh sat day, toi la J. Edgar, Texas
Rangers.” Tay han chia ra khi t6i bwdc qua, t6i nhét mot to do la vao va
budc vao trong.

Phia trong can nha giong hét kiéu trang tri cia mot nha tho: twong boc
nhung treo day cac bitc tranh chida Gié-su va cac tong do, day ghé dai vt
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day cac bo sac phuc mau nau cha khac gi loai ghé cho ngwdoi dan ngoi cau
nguyén. Chiéc ban ké phia trwéc lam bang go den xi, trén mat con khac
hinh chiia Gié-su. Ga canh sat béo 1 ditng bén canh liém moi nhin t6i budc
vao, nhin han cha khéc gi thang chuyén di ga gam tré con.

T6i da chuan bi san tién nhuwng khong chia ra. “T6i 1a canh sat thanh pho
Los Angeles muon gap don truéng.”

Ga canh sat bing tay va chi phu hiéu gan trén nguwdi toi. Toi dwa cho han
xem cung vdi to 1 d6 la. Han dan t6i di qua mot khu hanh lang vé day hinh
Gié-su dén can phong c6 gin bién PON TRUONG. T6i diing che trong khi
han budc vao xi xao mdy cau gi d6 bang tiéng Tay Ban Nha, khi han buéc
ra t6i ditng thang nguwdi lam dong tac chao.

“S¥ quan Bleichert, moi vao”.

Giong tiéng Anh rdt chuan cua han khién t6i ngac nhién. Mot nguoi
Meéhic6 mac sac phuc mau xam chia tay ra nhwng khong phai dé nhan do la
ma dé bat tay.

Chung to6i bat tay va anh ta ng6i xudng sau chiéc ban lam viéc rat to,
xoay tdm bién PON TRUONG VASQUEZ ra phia ngoai. “T6i c6 thé gitip
gi cho anh, sy quan Bleichert?”

T6i lay lai tdm phu hiéu va dat bic hinh ctia Lee 1én ban. “Ngudi dan
ong nay la mot sy quan ctia S& canh sat Los Angeles. Anh dy mat tich tr
cudi thang 1 va khi ngwoi ta nhin thdy anh ay lan cudi cung thi hinh nhw
anh ay di vé huéng nay.”

Vasquez nhin cham chd tdm hinh. Miéng anh ta map mdy dinh néi gi do
nhung ngay lap titc mim lai va lac dau. “Khoéng, t6i chwa bao gid nhin thay
nguwoi nay ca. Toi sé thong bdo cho cac sy quan va yéu cau ho kiém tra
nhitng nguwoi My sinh song & day.”

T6i dap lai 16i n6i doi cia anh ta. “Anh ay la ngwoi rat dé nhan ra, thwa
Pon trwdng. Téc nau, cao 6 foot, than hinh rat ran chac.”

“Ensenada khong thiéu nhitng ngwdi nhw vay, thwa anh s§ quan. Chinh vi
vay canh sat ¢ day dwoc trang bi rat t6t va tinh than canh giac cling rat cao.
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Anh sé ¢ lai day mot thoi gian chi?”

“Co6 thé cac nhan vién cda anh tirng gap anh dy va toi sé tim dwgc manh
moi vé cau ay.”

Vasquez mim cuoi. “Toi khong nghi nhw vay. Anh dén day mot minh
phéi khong?”

“Toi con hai ngwoi ban dang cho toi ¢ Tijuana.”

“Anh thudc don vi nao?”

T6i n6i doi con tham té hon anh ta. “Doi canh sat Metropolitan”

“Anh con rat tré ma da dugc tin nhiém qua.”

T6i 1ay lai bitc énh cta Lee. “Con chau ma, thwa Don tredng. Bo t6i la
phd canh sat trudng con anh trai toi dang lam ¢ lanh s¢@ My & thu do
Mexico City. Chuc anh ngu ngon.”

“Chtic anh may man, sy quan Bleichert.”

Toi thué phong & mot khach san nam ngay canh mét hdop dém. Chi véi
hai do la t6i da cé dwgc mot phong & ngay tang trét nhin ra bién, giwvong
ngu c6 trdi dém, phong tam cé bon va chia khoéa riéng di ra khu sinh hoat
chung. T6i nhét tii du lich vao chiéc tii nhé ké canh giwong, tredc khi
buéc ra t6i con can than bit hai sgi toc va dung nwdc bot gan ngang thanh
cai cita. Néu bon 6 tw twdng phat xit kia ma dot nhap vao day t6i sé phat
hién ra ngay.

Xong xu0i toi budc ra ngoai.

Puong phd day nhitng nguwdi mac dong phuc: sac phuc nau cda canh sat,
cac thay tha va linh thay danh bo My. Khong thdy c6 nguwoi dan goc
Méhic6 nao, moi ngudi déu cé vé rat cé ky luat - ngay ca dam linh thay
danh bo kia cling khong hé say xin. T6i nhan ra la chinh ddm canh sét di
tuan kia la ngudi gitr cho moi thit yén binh. Hau hét dam canh sat mdc sac
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phuc nau déu nhé con nhwng trén tay lic nao cung lam lam cac loai sting c6
héa Iyc manh: sing ngan cwa nong, tiéu lién, sung tw dong 45, bao dan ldc
lac trén that lung ho.

Pén bién quing cdo cta cac tu diém chiéu hat ra dwong: Cau lac bo
nhitng nguwdi ndi tieng, Piém sinh hoat nghé thuat, Cau lac bd quyén anh,
Sao huyét chim wng, Cau lac bd hoang gia Chico. T6i quyét dinh vao cau
lac b quyén anh.

Bén trong cau lac b dugc chiéu da thi anh sang loe loet va déng nghit
cac thay tha. Cac c6 gai Méhico hd gan hét cd nguwoi dang nhdy nhot trén
day san khau dai, do la giat day co6c-xé. Nhac dac trwng cta khu virc mién
trung chau My va tiéng la hét tao nén khung canh v6 cung huyén ndo. T6i
nghén c6 1én nhin xem c6 ai ra dang ngwdi chu cua cau lac bo hay khong.
Phia sau t6i thdy c6 mdt can phong thut vao trong dan day cac birc tranh
quang cdo quyén anh. Mdy bttc tranh nhw hit hon va t6i nhanh chéng lach
qua dam vii nit thoat y kia di vé phia do.

Va diang nhu tdi nghi, nam gitra rat nhiéu cac vo si hang trung la anh cta
Gus Lesnevich va Billy Conn. C6 ca anh Lee dan canh anh Joe Louis. Anh
Bleichert va Blanchard, hai vo si da trang tirng la niém hy vong da tat
ngam.

T6i ditng nhin nhitng birc anh rat lau cho dén khi khéng con nghe thay
nhitng tiéng on ao xung quanh ciling nhw khéng con cdm nhan dugc sy co
madt cia minh & day. T6i quay lai nam 1940 va nam 1941 véi nhitng chuoi
chién thang lién tuc va dugc lam tinh v&i nhitng c6 gai xinh dep nhu Betty
Short. Lic do, Lee cung dang trén dinh vinh quang va chung séng vdi Kay
- va that la, t6i thay ca ba ching t6i lai song chung trong mot gia dinh.

“Luc trwdce thi la Lee, bay gio lai la cau. Sau day sé la ai? Willie Pep
chang?”

Toi quay lai thuc tai ngay lap tiec va thot 1én. “Khi nao? Anh nhin thay
cau ay khi nao?”
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T6i quay lai va thdy mdt nguwdi kha to con da c6 tudi. Khudon mat ong ta
xuwong xau nhuwng giong néi thi chac nich va rat ro rang. “Khodng hai thang
trwdc, tam thang 2, troi mwa tdm ta. Chung t6i ndi chuyén vé nhitng tran
ddu muoi tiéng lién.”

“Bay gio cau ay & dau?”

“Keé ttr 1an do toi khong thdy cau dy nita, va c6 vé cau ay cung khong
thich gap cau dau. Toi goi chuyén vé tran dau gitta hai cdu nhung Lee
khong hé noi 16i nao. Cau ay chi néi ‘Chung t6i khong con la ban nita’ va
lai lién mién ndi chuyén. T6i no6i vbi cau ta... cau nhin xem, nhitng ngwoi &
gitta ay, Zale, Graziano, La Motta, Cerdan, cau thich ai?”

“Lee con & thi trdn nay khong?”

“T6i nghi 1a khong. T6i la chu & day va tir d6 khong hé thay cau ay quay
lai. Cau muon diu rira han a? Hay muon gap cau ta dé tai dau?”

“T6i tim d€é 16i cdu ta ra khéi rat nhiéu rac roi hién tai.”

Ong ta c6 vé tram ngam suy nghi va néi: “T6i rat thich nhitng vo si c6
cach di chuyén nhu cau nén t6i sé noéi vGi cau chuyén nay. Nghe noi Lee da
gdy ra mot vu 1on x6n am 1 & cau lac b Satan, chac chan cau ta phai dut 16t
don tredng Vasquez mdi dugce tha ra. Cau di 1én nam khoi nha ra phia bo
bién sé thdy cau lac bo Satan. Cau gap ma hoi anh dau bép tén la Ernie, cau
ay chitng kién moi chuyén. Cau ct vao néi la dang thyc hién ché do an
kiéng nhw t6i va phdi that binh tinh vi & d6 khéng gidong nhuv & day dau.”

Cau lac bo Satan chi la m6t ng6i nha nho lgp ngéi véi kiéu trang tri rat
ddc treng: mot con quai vat nhé mau dé nam phoi minh trén néc nhin rat
tuc tiu. Gac ctta la mot anh chang nho con mac dong phuc mau nau giam
sat tat ca cac khach vao. Chiéc tii anh ta deo trén vai day vé vao st dung
mot lan, téi bé mot chiéc vao dé khi budc vao hai tay 6m trueéec nguc.
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Quan bar nay cha khac gi mot dong mai dam. Cac sy quan va linh thuy
danh b6 vao day chu yéu dé tha dam vdi cac vii nit thoat y. Ho vat 16n véi
nhau ngay duwdi gam day ban ké phia trong gian sanh noi c6 buc danh cho
ban nhac. Mot ga dan 6ng mac dong phuc cua quan dang lam tinh v&i mot
mu dan ba béo U trén tdm dém trdi ngay dwdi san nha. Mot con lira dugc
gan coi boc nhung do vao vanh tai ditng ngay bén canh an c6 kho dé trong
chiéc bat vitt trén nén nha. Phia bén phai san khiu, mot ga tréng giong
nguwoi My an mdc rat chinh té dang rén ri vao chiéc micro treéc mat: “T6i
c6 mot O gai rat giau, tén co ay la Roseanne, co ay biét lam diaphragm®!
bang banh ngd! Nghe day! Nghe day! T6i c6 mot c6 gai, tén co dy la Sue,
co dy hat bai Big Fungoo®! rat hay! T6i c6 mot co gai, tén cd dy la Corrine,
co ay biét cach lam cho qua chudi cta t6i bién thanh que kem. Nghe day!
Nghe day!...”

Tiéng “nhac” bj at di bai tiéng rén ri phat ra tir cdc gam ban. T6i ditng do6
nhw bi lac 16ng v6i dam ngudi truy hoan kia, 1at sau mot c6 a hoi thé nong
nac mui téi budc dén ga gam: “Di khong anh dep trai? Tau nhanh, mot do6
la? Bi khong? Chay suot, hai do la.”

T6i c6 gom not chit can dam con lai nhin ¢6 ta. Mot mu gia béo 4, moi
suwng vu vi bi can. T6i rat xap tién 1é trong tdi dwa cho c6 ta ma khéng thém
dé y xem bao nhiéu. A gai diém quy rap ngudi xuéng cam on va toi phai
hét that to: “Ernie, to6i can gap anh ta ngay. Chu cau lac bo quyén anh gigi
thiéu toi dén day.”

Co nang thot 1én rat ngoan ngodn. “Vang!” va di trudc dan duong cho
t6i. CO ta dan t6i vao 16i di che rém bén ngoai nam canh san khau va di
thang xuéng bép. Cé6 mui gia vi gi dé boc 1én rat nang va t6i thady nguyén
phan than dudi ciia mot con ché chudn bi dwgc dwa vao ham. A gai diém
néi gi dé bang tiéng Tay Ban Nha véi dau bép trudng, ngoai hinh cta anh
ta nhin rat la, nhat 1a bo rau. Nhin thdy to6i anh ta gat dau va budc lai.

To6i chia tdm anh cta Lee ra. “Nghe no6i nguwdi nay da gay rac roi cho anh
mot thoi gian trudce.”
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Anh ta nhwéng may nhin tdm hinh. “Anh muén biét a?”

To6i gio phu hiéu va 1ir mat nhin. Anh ta néi: “Han la ban cau a?”

“Ban than nhat cua t6i.”

Ga dau bép luon tay vao tap dé, t6i biét trong dé sé c6 con dao. “Thang
ban cdu uéng mat muwdi bon ly Mescal® ngon nhét ctia toi. Nhuw thé ciing
chwa sao. Han con lay biét bao nhiéu banh my va nuwéc x6t mang cho bon
dan ba ché chét kia an. Chuyén d6 t6i cling chiu dung duwgc. Nhung han
pha dam buoi biéu dién cua t6i thi t6i khong bao gio chap nhan.”

“Chuyeén gi xay ra?”

“Véi bon ngudi bon t6i thi han chéng cy duge nhung véi nam ngudi thi
han phai dau hang. Canh sat phai dén 16i han di.”

“Pung thé?”

Ga dau bép 16i con dao nhip dau trong tap dé ra bat nat va dung chudi
dao gai c6. “Chi c6 vay thoi.”

To6i di ra ngoai theo 16i ctra sau vao mot con hém. Hai ga dan ong dang
tha than duwéi anh sdng dén dwong, nhin thiy téi ca hai ga lién cti gam
xuong nhw vira phat hién ra diéu gi do rat thu vi dwdi mat dat. T6i thir chay
va tiéng séi lao xao phat ra tir phia sau cho toi biét hai ga kia dang duoi
theo.

Cudi con hém c6 mot 16i ré tat ra khoi nha dwge chiéu sang bang anh
sang do, va mot 16i khac day bui dat di ra phia bo bién. T6i ré rat nhanh vao
dé, vai 40 mac vao hang rao lugi thép rach toac, bon ché bi nhot hai bén
dwong can r6 1én. T6i khong con biét hai ga kia c6 theo minh khéng. T6i
thdy con dwong canh bd bién & phia trdc va nhan ra khach san cua t6i chi
con cach mot khoi nha vé phia bén phai. Binh tinh lai doi chut, t6i cham
budc.

Chi con nira khoi nha nita la t6i vé dén noi.

Chi con khodng mot tram yard nita la dén. T6i vira thd vira rdo budc.
Khodng san phia truedc da vang tanh, t6i véi tay lay chia khoa phong. Buing
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lic d6 toi thay cé anh sang tir tang hai hat xuong chiéu vao canh ctra - lic
bay gio t6i md&i nghi dén cai bay téc cua minh.

To6i rat khau 38 va da bung ctra budc vao. Mot ga dan 6ng da trang dang
ngoi trén ghé canh giwong toi, hai tay han da gio 1én, miéng 1am bam cau
xin hoa hodn, “Oi, t6i 1a ban. Téi khong theo doi cau dau. Néu cau khong
tin thi c tim khi giGi trén nguoi t6i.”

Toi chi sing vao twong va han ding day, hai tay gio l1én, chan giang ra.
To6i di sung vao lung, lan theo ngwdi han, nhwng thdy mot chiéc vi va chia
khoa. Kiém tra chiéc vi t6i thdy c6 rat nhiéu do la tién mat, bang 1ai xe ghi
tén mot diéu tra vién tw nhan ngwoi California tén la Milton Dolphine, noi
lam viéc & s06 986 duong Copa De Oro, San Diego.

T6i tung chiéc vi 1én giwong, giam b6t ap lyc tir khau sung, Dolphine
gidy giua: “Cho tién d6 chang tham vao dau so vdi nhitng gi ma Lee c6
duwogc. Cau hgp tac vai toi thi cong viéc khong kho khan dau.”

T6i da vao chan khién Dolphine nga guc xuong nén nha. “Hodc la ong
phai noi toan bo cau chuyén, nhitng gi 6ng thay vé cau ban t6i hoac la 6ng
sé bi budc tdi gy roi va vao nha giam Ensenada ma 6.”

Dolphine ditng day hon hén. “Bleichert, lam thé quai nao ma cau nhan ra
toi biét moi chuyén dé mo dén day? Co phai cdu da gap don truong
Vasquez khong?”

T6i lai tim c6 4o nhac ngwoi ong ta 1én. Dolphine khoang hon bén muoi
tudi, béo va héi nhung than hinh kha ran chac. Téi hoi: “Cé ké dang theo
doi t6i. Nguoi do 1a ai?”

Dolphine néi ngay: “Céanh sat day. Vasquez muon cau khong phat hién
duwgc gi vé Lee ca.”

“Ho c6 biét t6i & day khong?”

“Khong, t6i noi vdi don trwdng toi sé theo nhung anh ta lai ¢ ngudi
khac. Cau cat dudi dwgc bon ho ding khéng?”

To6i gat dau va di sing vao c6 Dolphine. “Tai sao 6ng mudn hop tac véi
toi nhu the?”
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Dolphine nhe nhang dwa tay 1én gat ra. “T6i c6 m6i quan tam riéng cua
toi va toi biét lam nhw thé nao la phu hgp. T6i sé néi chuyén to6t hon khi
dwgc ngoi. Cau c6 nghi thé khong?”

To6i kéo chiéc ghé ra, Dolphine ditng day phui quan do va budng nguoi
ngoi xuéng. Toi nhac lai yéu cau. “Ké cham rai tir dau di.”

Dolphine ha hoi 1én méng tay va béi ludn vao vat do. To6i ngoi xudng
chiéc ghé duy nhat con lai trong phong déi dién v&i may thanh dat givong
dé néu can thi sé c6 cai ma tim lay. “Néi di.”

Dolphine vang 10i ngay. “Khoang mot thang truéc, co a nguwoi Méhico
nay budc vao van phong cua toi @ Dago. Nhin c0 ta vo cung loe loet, mat
trat dén cd tan son phan nhung rat an dién. C6 ta néi sé tra toi nam tram do
la néu no6i Blanchard dang & dau, va c6 ta con ndi v6i toi hinh nhw cau ta
dang quanh quan dau do & Tijuana hodc Ensenada. C6 ta ndi cau ay la canh
sat Los Angeles, 1a ké dang tron tranh phap luat. Biét canh sat Los Angeles
thuwong tu tap & do, toi nghi ngay dén chuyén kiém tién.

“T6i hdi bon an cap vat & Tijuana va dwa cho chiing xem tdm hinh trén
bdo ma c6 4 kia dwa cho t6i. Toi nghe néi vao khodng cubi thang 1,
Blanchard c6 & Tijuana, danh 16n, gay r6i va tiéu rat nhiéu tién. Sau d6 mot
cau ban lam & Doi tuan tra bién gidi néi vaGi t6i cau ay da xuéng Ensenada,
dut 16t tién cho bon canh sat dé bon ching lam ngo khi cau ta danh nhau,
cai 1on trong thi trdn - diéu ma Vasquez khong bao gid bo qua.

“T6i bat dau dén day tim kiém con ngudi Blanchard ma t6i nghi la rat
giau co kia. Toi thdy cdu ta danh nhtr t* may thang Nam My ngay truéc
mat canh sat vi hanh hung phu nit. Biéu do6 cé nghia la khoan tién cau dy bé
ra da c6 hiéu lyc. Toi bat dau chi nghi dén tién, tién, va tién.”

Dolphine thé dai va gio tay vé hinh dong dé la trén khong. T6i ngoi do,
hai tay nam chat thanh ghé dén mic cé thé bi gay vun bat c& lic nao.
“Nhung day mdi 1a chuyén thu vi thuc sy: ¢c6 mot thang canh sat, chac la
khong nam trong s6 dugc Lee tra tién ndi vdi toi Lee thué hai canh sat hoat
dong ngam giét hai thang dich tht cia ciu ta & Tijuana vao cudi thang 1.
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Toi lai quay Ién Tijuana, bo ra it tién dut 16t cho bon canh sat va biét dugc
hai tén kia la Robert De Witt va Felix Chasco, bi xe dam chét & Tijuana vao
ngay 26 thang 1. Toi nghe cai ten De Witt cO vé quen quen nén goi dién
cho mét nguwdi ban lam & S& canh sat San Diego. Cau ta kiém tra va goi
dién lai cho t6i. Bay gio thi cdu chuan bi dén nhan chuyén hay ho day, néu
cau chua biét: Blanchard da bé tt De Witt vao nam 1939, va De Witt thé sé
tra thu. To6i con biét De Witt dugc tha tu truede thoi han va Blanchard mu6n
khtr han dé bao vé minh. T6i goi dién cho cdu ban & Dago va dé lai 10i nhan
cho c6 nang Méhico kia. Blanchard dang & Ensenada, dwgc canh sat bao
vé, va rat c6 thé canh sat cting chinh la nguwdi khit De Witt va Chasco cho
cau ta.”

Toi tha tay ra, hai ban tay té cing. “Ten nguoi phu nit kia la gi?”

Dolphine nhtin vai. “Co ta ty giGi thiéu la Delores Garcia, nhung t6i biét
do la tén gid. Sau khi nghe tin vé vu De Witt-Chasco, t6i nhan ra c0 ta tirng
la gai diém cta Chasco. Chasco thi lai nhw mot ga di duc giau c6 vGi rat
nhiéu em bam theo, va c6 a kia muon tra thu vi diéu dé. T6i con nhan ra c6
ta da biét chut gi d6 vé viéc Lee phai chiu trach nhiém cho vu giét nguoi
kia, va c0 ta chi nha t6i chi cho Lee dang tron thoi.”

Tbi héi: “Ong c6 biét vu Thugc duge den 6 Los Angeles khong?”

“Cha 1é tréen doi nay lai khong c6 Giao hoang hay sao ma cau hai t6i cau
do?”

“Lee diéu tra vu d6 ngay truwdc khi cau ta bé xudng day, va vao cudi
thang 1 c6 mot tinh tiét lién quan dén Tijuana. Ong c6 thdy cu dy héi gi vé
Thugce duge khong?”

Dolphine hoi lai: “Cau c6 mudn nghe nét cau chuyén khéng?”

“Nhanh lén.”

“Pugc thoi, tdi quay lai Dago va cau ban t6i néi rang 4 ngwoi Méhico kia
da nhan 10i nhan cuda t6i. T6i di Reno nghi va do6t so tién co ta vira thu lao
cho t6i vao nhitng viéc v van. Toi bat dau thac mac vé Lee va so tién ma
cau ta cd, khong biét c6 nang Méhico kia thwe sy c6 y do gi doi véi cau ay.
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Chinh vi diéu thac mac d6 ma t6i quay lai Dago tim hiéu thong tin va hai
tuan sau tré vé Ensenada. Va cau biét thé nao khong? Toi khéng hé thiy
Blanchard dau ca.

“Chi c6 thang ngdc thi méi di héi Vasquez hay bon canh sat tuan tra Kkia,
vi vay t0i quanh quan trong thi trdn nghe ngéng. Toi thady bon choai choai
c6 thang thi mac chiéc 4o Jacket cua Lee, c6 thang lai mac chiéc do dong
xuan dai tay c6 phu hiéu nha thi dau Legion cta cau ta. T6i con nghe néi
hai thang bi treo ¢6 vi vu De Witt-Chasco, nhung t6i nghi la canh sat dao
dién chuyén nay. T6i & lai thi trdn quanh quan vé&i Vasquez, thinh thoang lai
mach nwdc mot vai thang nghién dé chiém cam tinh cta anh ta. Dan dan t6i
cling chap ndi dwoc cac tinh tiét lién quan dén Lee. Néu cau dy da la ban
cta cau thi chuan bi tinh than ma nghe di.”

Vira nghe xong tir “da”, hai tay toi bé gdy tung thanh ghé. Dolphine kéu
toang 1én: “Oi, dirng 1am thé.”

T6i hon hén. “Néi tiép di.”

Ong ta néi tiép rat cham rai, binh than nhw khi thdo chét mot qua lwu
dan. “Cau ay chét roi. Bi ngudi ta chat ra lam nhiéu manh. Bon du c6n phat
hién ra cau dy. Bon ching dot nhdp vao cho cau dy va chitng kién chuyén
xdy ra nén goi dién cho canh sat dé tranh bi nghi ngd. Vasquez thwéng cho
bon ching vai dong peso va nhitng tai san mang trén nguwdi Blanchard.
Canh sat chon cdu ta & vung ngoai vi thi trdn. T6i nghe ndi nguoi ta khong
tim thay tién va lang vang quanh do, vi t6i nghi Blanchard la canh sat nén
chdng sém thi mudn canh sat My ciing tim dén. Khi cau xuat hién ¢ dén va
gigi thiéu la nguwoi ctia Boi Metropolitan téi biét minh da diung.”

T6i rat muén no6i khong, nhung méi khong thé nao chuyén dong dugc.
Dolphine néi not phan con lai cia cau chuyén: “Cé thé chinh bon canh sat
gay ra chuyén do, cé thé ngwoi phu nit kia hodc ban ¢6 ta. C6 thé mdot trong
sO0 ho nang so tién cta cau dy, cling c6 thé khong, nhung ching ta thi c6
thé. Cau la ban ctia Blanchard va cdu phai tim bang dwoc ai...”
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To6i ditng day cam ludn chiéc ghé dap vao co6 Dolphine khién 6ng ta nga
lan xuéng san. Toi di sung vao gdy va Dolphine hodng hét van xin: “Kia,
toi khong biét chuyén do lai lién quan dén cau nhiéu thé. T6i khong giét
cau ay, va néu can t6i sé gitp cau tim ké giét ngwoi. T6i xin cau, Bleichert.”

Tbi gin ting tiéng. “Ong phai chitng minh didu d6 1a sy thyc.”

“C6 mot hoc cat bén bg bién. Bon canh sat chon xac cau dy & do. Mot
thang tré con néi vdi t6i né nhin thdy mot dam canh sat chon mot nguoi
dan ong da trang vao khoang thoi gian Blanchard bi giét. T6i néi that day.”

T6i 1éng tay sting mot chut. “Dan t6i dén dé.”

Dia diém cach Ensenada mwoi dim nam bén mot doc ditng sat bo bién.
Co6 mot cdy thanh gia rat to dang chdy danh dau. Dolphine dirng xe ngay
bén canh va tat mdy. “Chac cau khong nghi c6 chuyén nay. Nguoi dan dia
phuwong ra day dot Itra vi ho khong biét ai bi chén va rat nhiéu nguwoi than
cta ho & day bi mat tich. D6 1a tha tuc c6 tinh 1é nghi cta ho. Ho mang
nhitng cay thanh gia ra day dot va canh sat cling chang néi gi. Cau c6 mudn
bé né di khong?”

Khau sung cta t6i van nham vao bung Dolphine, t6i ciing khong dé y
minh da ngdm bao lau nita. “Khéng. Ong c6 dung cu gi khong?”

Dolphine nuét nwéc bot. “To6i c6 dung cu lam vweon. Nhung...”

“Dan t6i dén cho bon tré néi véi 6ng va chung ta sé dao 1én.”

Dolphine dén mé nap thung xe 1ay ra mét chiéc xéng to, t6i di sau theo
sat ong ta. Toi thay trong d6 con c6 mot bé coc rao va tdi viit canh chiéc
16p du triv. T6i giat sung vao lung, 14y hai cay coc quan gié vao dau va dot.
Toi dwa cho Dolphine mot cay va ra 1énh. “Di trudce toi di.”

Ching t6i cung budc xudéng bo cat. Dwdi anh sang ctia ngon dudc, toi
thdy c6 nhitng bo hoa, vai bitc twgng nho dat trén dun cat. Dolphine lién
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mom lam bam, khong hiéu sao bon chiing lai chon Lee xa thé nay. Téi cé
cam gidc xwong ban chan minh nhw muén bung ra. Ching t6i budc dén mot
dun cat cao hon han va Dolphine vay dudc chi 1a cd My rach nat trai trén
dé. “Pay r6i, néu bon tré con noéi ding.”

T6i dung chan da 14 co ra, mot dan rudi bo bay 1én.

Dolphine hét 1én: “Bon khon,” va dung dudc xua ching di.

Mui x4c thoi boc 1én ti bén dwdi. “Pao di,” toi noi.

Dolphine budc phai nghe 10i, t6i nghi dén hén ma cua Betty Short va
Laurie Blanchard trong khi chd dgi. T6i nghi dén bai thanh ca ma ong gia
nha t6i bat to6i hoc thudc, nghi dén bai “Cha cia ching ta” ma Danny
Boylan thwong doc trwdc khi ching t6i chuan bi buéc vao tran dau. Khi
Dolphine goi: “Thuy thu, toi thdy c6 4o roi & day,” toi khong con phan biét
ndi cdm xuc cia minh, t6i khong biét minh muén thdy Lee con séng ma
phai gam nhdm no6i bu6n hay tha chét di dé dugc giii bd tat ca - toi day
Dolphine sang bén va ty tay dao.

Nhét dao dau tién t6i chat dit chiéc dau 1au cua nguwoi thuy tha, nhat thi
hai cham vao phan co thé phia trén rdi han ra khéi phan dwéi, hai chan bi
gdy vun. Toi tiép tuc dao nhung bén dwdi chi con toan cat 6ng anh phan
chiéu anh sang, bén canh la td gioi, rudt va mét chiéc do bang vai lanh dinh
vét mau, ngoai ra chi con toan la cat va cac loai xwong khac, va ro6i lan da
héng 1én vi chay nang va b6 16ng may mau nau day cac vét khau nhin rat
quen. Nu cuwoi cia Lee rat giong Thuge dugce, chi cé diéu gioi dang bo ra tw
miéng va hoc mat cau ta.

To6i virt xéng béd chay. Dolphine hét 1én. “Con tién!” phia sau t6i. T6i da
lam dau Lee, t0i da gay ra nhitng vét seo kia cho cau ta. Chay dén xe t6i voi
vang nhdy vao, dui ngon dudc xudng cat va sang so6 phéng di. Tiéng hét:
“Xe cua t6i! Con tién nita!” van vang lén phia sau khi t6i chay lén con
dwong ven bién, t6i vdi tay dinh bat coi hiéu nhuwng r6i lai byc tite dap vao
tap-10 xe khi nhan ra day khong phai la xe cta canh sat.
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To6i chay thang vé Ensenada véi toc do gdp doi toc do cho phép, vé dén
khach san t6i viit luon xe ctia Dolphine bén dwong va lao dén cho xe ctia
minh. Ba thang dan 6ng dang tién dén phia t6i tit dang sau, tay ching thoc
vao tui ao jacket.

Chiéc Chevy cua t6i chi con cach 10 yard. Ga dan ong di giita chinh la
don truwdng Vasquez tién thang vé phia toi, hai ga kia ap sat hai bén. Cho
dwa duy nhét cua t6i chi con la buong dién thoai cong cdng gan ctra bén mé
trdi khoang san cta khach san. Bucky Bleichert sap bé mang trong ho cat
Méhicd cung vdi thang ban ctia minh. Téi tinh toan sé chd cho Vasquez
tién dén sat méi nd stng ban vo tung dau han. Pung lic d6 mot phu ni
nguoi da trang budc ra i canh ctra bén trai va t6i biét co ta sé la tdm vé tr@
vé cta minh.

To6i lao sang tum c6. Co ta hét 1én va ngay lap titc tay trai toi bit miéng
O ta lai. Hai tay c0 ta vung vay va réi nguwdi oan lén citng do. T6i rat khau
38 di vao dau co ta.

Hai ga canh sat kia than trong tién 1én, tay lam lam stng. T6i day co gai
kia vao bot dién thoai va ham doa: “Im! Kéu lén tao giét!” Toi ép sat co ta
vao twong, c6 ta mudn hét 1én nhung khong thanh hoi. T6i di sting vao
mom cO ta, nhac 6ng nghe, nhét tién vao 16 va quay so6 “0.” Vasquez ding
ngay phia tredc buéng dién thoai mat tim bam, mui nwdc hoa ré tién cta
My pha ra t* ngwdi han. Nhan vién dién dai tra 10i: “To6i nghe day?” Toi
thot 1én ngay: “Co c6 noi tiéng Anh khong?”d

“Cé, thra ngai.”

T6i gitt 6ng nghe va trit hét s6 tién xu con lai vao 10, khau 38 van di vao
mom nguoi phu nit kia. Khi may dién thoai da nudt tién téi n6i ngay, “T6i
can sy giup do cta sy quan phu trach San Diego, Cuc diéu tra Lién bang.
Khan.”

Nhan vién dién dai trd 10i: “Vang, thwa ngai.” Toi thdy c6 tiéng ndi may.
Rang c6 nang nan nhan va lap cap vao hong sting cta t6i. Vasquez du do:
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“Blanchard rat giau, ching ta sé tim thay tién ctia cau dy. Cau sé dugc song
sung suong ¢ day. Cau...”

“Pdc vu Rice cua FBI nghe day.”

Toi nhin tring trieng Vasquez. “T6i la sy quan Dwight Bleichert cua S&

canh sat Los Angeles. T6i dang & Ensenada va gap rac roi vdi canh sat dia
phwong & day. Ho mudn giét t6i vo cd, anh c6 thé ndi chuyén tryc tiép voi
Vasquez & day.”

“Cai gi...”

“Xin thua, toi la sy quan thyc su cua S canh sat Los Angeles va anh nén
lam viéc nay nhanh di.”

“Cau khong phai bon ngé ngan that day cha?”

“Khi gi6, anh c6 can chitng cd khong? Toi lam viéc ¢ Doi diéu tra an
mang trung tam cung vd&i Russ Millard va Harry Sears. Toi la nguoi thyc
hién 1énh bat tdi pham ctia tiy vién cong t6 quan. T6i...”

“Puoc, dua ong nghe cho anh ta di.”

T6i dwa 6ng nghe cho Vasquez. Han ta cam 6ng nghe nhung khau sing
van chia vao t6i, con khau 38 cua t6i thi van nam trong mém nguwdi phu ni.
Khong gian im phang phang phac, ching t6i nghe rd ca tiéng kim dong ho
chay khi tén don trudng néi chuyén véi canh sat Lién bang, mat cang lic
cang tai nhot. Cudi cung han ciing phai gdc may va ha sting xuong. “Vé di.
Cut ngay khdi thi tran cta tao, dat nwéc cta tao.”

Toi cat sing va lach ra khéi b6t dién thoai, ngwdi phu nit thét Ién.
Vasquez lui lai mot budc va vay tay ra hiéu cho hai thang kia cung di. T6i
lén xe va cam dau cam c6 chay. Chi dén khi vé dén dat My t6i mGi git
dung dugc toc do - va cling la lic t6i nghi dén Lee nhiéu hon.
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Mat troi bat dau 16 1én khoi doi Hollywood ciing 1a lic t6i gd civa nha
Kay. T6i ditng tranh sang bén ctta run rdy, chang mudn nhin may troi va
anh nang ban mai vira xudt hién nita. T6i nghe c6 tiéng “Anh Dwight phai
khong?” vong ra tit phia trong va tiéng rut then ctta. Va réi ngudi con lai
trong bo doi Bleichert/Blanchard va bo ba Bleichert/Blanchard/Kay Lake
1én tiéng. “Thé 1a hét.”

D6 la cdu ndi ma t6i khéng bao giod mudn nghe.

T6i buwdc vao trong va vo cung ngac nhién khi thady phong khach duogc
trang tri rat la va dep. “Lee chét r6i phai khong?”

T6i ng6i xudng chiéc ghé ma Lee thwong ngoi lan dau tién. “Bon canh
sat hodc con dan ba nguwdi Méhico hay la ban bé caa né gi do giét cau ay.
Oi, em yéu...Anh...”

Nhéac lai cau n6i ma Lee van dung khién t6i gai nguwoi. T6i nhin Kay
ding bén ctra, anh sang soi vao ngudi nang tir phia sau. “Anh ay thué bon
canh sat Méhico giét De Witt, nhung chuyén khong chi cé thé. Ching ta
phai goi Russ Millard va nhitng canh sat Méhico tir t€ gidi quyét viéc

»

nay...

T6i ngdp ngung va thay dién thoai dé trén ban lién quay s6 nha riéng cta
Russ. Kay budc dén ngdn t6i lai. “Khéng, em mudn néi chuyén vgi anh
trugc da.”

T6i di ra ghé bang ngo6i va Kay ngoi canh t6i. “Anh sé lam ton thuong
dén Lee néu anh dai dot trong chuyén nay.”

Lic do to6i méi biét Kay da chuan bi tam ly tir rat 1au ro6i, va cung lac do
to0i nhan ra nang biét nhiéu chuyén hon t6i twéng. “Lam sao em c6 thé lam
ton thwong ngudi da chét dugc?”

“Oi, c6 ddy, anh yéu a.”

“Em dirng goi anh nhw thé. Cau do6 la ctaa cau ay.”

Kay nhich lai gan hon va s& ma t6i. “Anh c6 thé lam tén thwong anh ay
va lam t6n thwong ca ching ta.”
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T6i nam tay nang dé tranh dong tac du yém. “Em noéi véi anh ly do tai
sao di.”

Kay nam chat chiéc dai vay va nhin t6i lanh lung. “Em gdp anh dy truéc
day. Ching em thanh ban va em noéi doi tredc day em ¢ dau nén Lee khong
biét Bobby. Sau do ty anh ay phat hién ra va em néi véi anh ay chuyén toi
té dén mic nao, anh dy chi n6i v4i em trién vong cong viéc cua minh. Anh
ay khong noi rd va réi Bobby bi bat trong vu cwdép ngan hang va moi viéc
tré nén roi boi.

“Lee la nguwoi dan dung vu cwdp ngan hang do. Anh ay nho ba ngudi nita
giip do. Anh ay pha hgp dong véi Ben Siegel va phai tra hét so tién da
danh dum dugc tir cac tran dau. Hai ngwoi bi giét trong vu cudp, ngwdi con
lai tron sang Canada va Lee 1a ngwoi thit tw. Lee 1am hai Bobby vi nhitng gi
han da gay ra cho em. Bobby khong biét 1a em va Lee da gap nhau ttr tredc
vi bon em giad vo trong phién téa md&i gap nhau. Bobby biét han bi lam hai
nhung khong biét 1a ai va han cling khong nghi ngd Lee ma chi nghi canh
sat Los Angeles noi chung.

“Lee mudn mua nha cho em va anh dy da lam. Anh 4y rat can than vdi
mot phan cta so tién cuwdp ngan hang. Anh ay lic nao cling khoe khoang s6
tién tiét kiém dwoc tir cac tran thi dau quyeén anh va tién thang bac dé nguoi
ta khong nghi ngo anh dy dang séng trén mitc thu nhadp ctia minh. Anh ay
lam anh hwéng dén cong viéc ctia minh khi chung song v6i mot phu nit ma
khong cudi. Bung la mot cau chuyén lang man cho dén tan cu6i nam ngoai
ngay trudc khi anh va Lee thanh ban vGi nhau.”

To6i ngoi gan Kay hon, trong long tham khiép sg Lee, c6 1€ cau ay la tén
canh sat tha hoa nhat trong lich st. “Anh biét la c6 chuyén ma.”

Kay lai tranh xa t6i ra mot chit. “Dé em ké not v6i anh da. Khi Lee nghe
tin Bobby dugc tha trwde thoi han, anh ay lai dén gap Ben Siegel bdo ong
ta giét han. Anh ay s¢g Bobby sé ndi hét ra nhitng chuyén vé em, lam anh
hwéng dén quan hé tét dep gitta ching ta bang nhitng diéu xdu xa ma han
biét vé em. Siegel khong dong y va em ndi vGi Lee la khong can phai nhw
vay, rang bay gio da c6é ba ching ta va sy thyc khong thé lam danh huwéng
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dén chiung ta dugc nita. Nhuwng roi khi chuan bi dén dip nam mdi thi ga thw
ba trong vu cwdp kia xuat hién. Han biét Bobby De Witt dugc tha truwée
thoi han va han mudn téng tién: Lee sé phai trd han muwdi ngan dé la néu
khong han sé ndi vGi Bobby viéc Lee dan dyng vu cwdp lam hai han. Han
ndi thoi han cudi cung cho Lee 1a ngay Bobby dugc tha. Lee chap nhan va
lai chay dén cho Siegel vay tién. Siegel lai khong dong y va Lee cau xin
ong ta thué ngudi giét ga kia. Ong ta ciing khong dong y. Lee phat hién ra
Siegel c6 quan hé vGi ga da den dinh liu dén ma tdy, va anh ay...”

Toi hinh dung ra cau chuyén roé rang nhu nhitng hang tit trén bao ngay
trdc mat minh va 10i néi cia Kay la mot bai bao méi doi véi toi: “Tén ga
da den kia la Baxter Fitch. Siegel khong chiu gitip Lee nén anh ay tim dén
anh. Bon nguoi do co6 vi khi trong nguoi, nén cac anh c6 cd hop phap, va
em nghi cac anh rat may man khi khong c6 ai nghi ng@ diéu tra vu dé. b6
la viéc lam duy nhat ma em khong thé tha thit cho Lee, va cling khong tha
thi cho minh. Bay gio thi anh con cam xtuc khong?”

Toi khong biét noi gi, va Kay ndi gitp toi ngay. “Em khong nghi vay.
Em s€ néi not cau chuyén va anh sé no6i véi em anh con mudn tra thu hay
khong? Vu Elizabeth Short xdy ra va Lee bam riét vao d6 vi nghi dén dita
em gai bé nhé cua anh dy, nhung ai ma biét con vi ly do gi. Anh ay rét sg
hai khi Fitch da gap Bobby noi chuyén, va cang sg hon néu Bobby biét vu
dan dung kia. Anh &y muon bang moi gia phai giét han hodc thué nguoi
giét han, em da cau khan, van xin anh ay dé yén moi chuyén, em noéi vdi
anh dy la sé khong ai tin Bobby, vi vay khong nén gay thwong tich cho
nguwoi khac. Néu khong phai vu con bé chét tiét kia xdy ra ding ldc do thi
em da thuyét phuc duwgc anh ay roi. Nhung vu an lai lan sang cd Méhico, va
anh cung vGi Bobby va Lee cling vay. Em biét cau chuyén than tién lang
man cta chung ta da dén hoi két. Va diang la nhw vay.”

CHANG LUA VA CHANG NUGOC PA HA PO VAN BON CON PO DA
MAU

CUOC PAU SUNG O MIEN NAM - CANH SAT: 4, LUU MANH: 0.
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BON TEN NGHIEN BI VO SI QUYEN ANH KIEM CANH SAT GIET
TRONG VU PQ SUNG PAM MAU

Toan than ué odi, t6i dinh di*ng ddy nhung Kay dung cd hai tay 6m
ngang lung kéo t6i ngbi xuong. “Khoéng! Anh khong thé di lic nay duoc.
Bobby chup dnh em v@i thu vat va Lee ditng ra ngan chan, han bat em phai
phuc vu ban han, con dung dao rach nguwdi em, va Lee cling la ngwoi ditng
ra bdo vé em. Anh 4y muén yéu em nhung lai khong lam tinh v6i em, anh
ay muon ching ta & bén nhau, va néu anh khong qua nhit nhat nhw thé thi
anh da nhan ra r6i. Chuing ta khong thé chon vui anh dy thém nita. Ching ta
phdi bé qua, tha thit cho anh Ay va tiép tuc véi cudc song chi c6 ching

»

ta...

T6i phai rit lui trwde khi dé Kay pha héng tinh cam gitta bo ba chiing
toi.

Mot thang xa hoi den.

Mot tay phu hoa.

Mot ga tham tir kém céi khong da sang sudt dé nhan ra vu an ma chinh
anh ta la ké tong pham giét nguoi.

Diém yéu nhat trong cau chuyén than tién lang man vé ba nguoi.

Ban than nhat ctia ctia mét canh sat-ké cuwdp nha bang, va bay gio lai la
nguoi gitt bi mat do.

“Tw bé tat ca di.”

MGt tuan sau toi ¢ ly trong can hg cua minh giét thoi gian vao chiéc tdi
trong lwgng va nghe nhac, t6i ngo6i sau nha nhin nhitng con chim sé cui
16ng xanh dau vat véo trén chiéc day phoi quan 4o cta ba chu nha. To6i két
t0i Lee da giét bon nguoi lién quan dén vu cudp ngan hang Boulevard-
Citizens va lai tha thit cho cau ta vi da giét nan nhan th ndam - d6 chinh la
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cau ta. T6i nghi dén Betty Short va Kay cho dén khi ca hai ngudi déu nhoa
di trong dau, t6i tai hién lai tinh ban cua ching t6i va coi do la si cam do
lan nhau va nhan ra rang t6i khao khat diéu tra vu an Thugc dwoc kia chi vi
toi hiéu rat rd vé co ta va rang Kay yéu toi bgi vi co dy cling hiéu qua ro vé
tOi.

Toi nght lai khoang thoi gian sau thang qua:

Khoan tién Lee tiéu xai @ Méhicd c6 thé la mdt phan gilt lai ttv khoan
tién cirdép ngan hang kia.

Vao dip nam méi t6i thay cau ta khoc nitc né. Baxter da tong tién cau ta
vai ngay trudc.

Cudi nam do6 Lee tim dén Benny Siegel - mot minh - moi lan cau ta di
xem cac tran dau & san Olympic; cau ta dang thuyét phuc Siegel giét Bobby
De Witt.

Ngay tredc khi xdy ra vu dau sing, Lee néi chuyén dién thoai véi mot ga
chi diém, vién c@ la n6i chuyén vé tén Nash. Ga chi diém kia thong bao tin
vé Fitch va tén da den, va khi Lee quay lai xe t6i thdy vé mat cau ta kinh
hoang. Mwoi phtt sau, bon nguwoi bi giét.

Vao dém toi gap Madeleine Sprague, Kay hét rat to v6i Lee: “Tom lai
chuyén do co thé sé xdy ra” - diém bao truwdc, c6 thé co dy da cam nhan
dugc tai hoa sé xdy ra vGi Bobby De Witt. Trong thoi gian chiing t6i diéu
tra vu Thuwgc dwge c6 ay rat lo lang, bon chon va thuong xuyén quan tam
dén sttc khée cta Lee, nhung lai chap nhan thai do dién r6 ctia cdu ta mot
cach ky la. T6i thi lai cho rang c6 dy lo lang vi Lee qua nang né véi vu giét
Betty Short, thyc ra 6 ay da nghi dén két cuc ctia cau chuyén than tién kia.

Tat ca chi co vay.

“Phai tr bo tat ca.”

Khi ta lanh hét do, t6i lai thui ra chg mua do. Vira buéc vao toi thady mot
cau bé doc t0 Herald budi sang rat cham chii. Anh Johnny Vogel nidm phia
culi trang, t0i ng6é qua vai ciu bé, toi thdy Johnny da bi sa thai khoi luc
lugng canh sat Los Angeles. O cot trén, céi tén Ellis Loew 1am tdi chi y -
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Bevo Means trich 16i anh ta: “Viéc diéu tra vu Elizabeth Short khéng la méi
quan tam chinh cua t6i nita. T6i con c6 rat nhiéu vu quan trong khdc phdi
gidi quyét.” Toi cha con nh@ dén thitrc an nita ma chay thang sang khu Tay
Hollywood.

Pang la gio gidi lao, Kay dirng gilta san truong giam sat bon tré choi.
T6i ngoi trong xe nhin nang mat lic ro6i mdi budc lai.

Bon tré phat hién ra toi tredc va toi phai cwoi véi ching mot lic lau
ching méi cudi 6 1én dap lai. Kay quay lai va toi néi ludn: “Dé 1a sy tién
bo cua Bucky Bleichert.”

“Anh Dwight,” dam tré nhin ching t6i dwong nhw ching biét c6 chuyén
quan trong. “Anh dén day dé néi v6i em diéu gi phai khong?”

T6i cwdi, bon tré lai cwoi 0 1én khi thay toi cwoi. “Pung, anh quyét dinh
sé tir bo tat cd. Em sé cudi anh chit?”

Kay khong hé té thai do gi. “Va ching ta sé chon vui nét phan con lai?
K@ cd c6 nang bi giét kia?”

“Pung, ca co ta.”

Kay budc vao long t6i. “Vay thi em dong y.”

Chuing t6i 6m nhau ngay trén san trweong va bon tré dong thanh ho to,
“Co Lake co6 ban trai, co Lake c6 ban trai!”

Ba ngay sau chung t6i cudi nhau, dé la ngay 2 thang 5 nam 1947. Pam
cwdi voi vang nén rat don gian, 10i thé do cha tuyén Uy cua canh sat Los
Angeles doc con budi 1é dugce t6 chitc ngay trong khoang san phia sau ngoi
nha cua Lee. Kay mac vay hong nht muon chitng minh 1a minh khong con
trong trang con t6i mac bo sac phuc mau xanh ctia minh. Russ Millard la
phu ré con Harry Sears la vi khach duy nhat. Lan dau tién t6i thdy Russ noi
ca lap va ly do chinh la vi anh ta uéng dén ly rugu thi tw. T6i duwa ong gia
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nha t6i tir nha tro vé, mac du 6ng ay cling chang con nhd toi la ai nhung cé
vé cling vui, lam dang khi Hany Sears chup anh, tréu dua Kay va ciing lac
lw triwée tiéng nhac phat ra tir radio. Bita tiéc cta ching t6i chi c6 mot chiéc
ban duy nhét v&i banh sandwich va rugu pan'® loai nhe va nang. Sdu nguoi
chuing t6i ngoi an va udéng cung nhau, dam nguwdi la hoac khong biét tir dau
dén nghe thay tiéng nhac va tiéng cwoi cling vao ngbi tham dy bita tiéc.
DPén lic xam t6i thi khodng san da dong nghit nguwdi va Harry phai chay ra
chg ngii cc Hollywood mua thém thitc an va do uong.

T6i thdo hét dan va cho ddm ngudi dan sy to mo kia xem khau sting cong
vu ctia minh, Kay nhdy diéu polka v&i cha tuyén ty. Dén toi, toi mudn kéo
dai bita tiéc mai nén sang nha hang x6m mwgn mdy day den trang tri Noel
treo lén ctra sau, day phoi va cay ngoc gia yéu thich cia Lee. Ching t6i an
uodng, nhdy mua, hat ho dwdi anh sao gia: sao toan mau xanh, dé, tim, vang.
Khoédng 2 gio sang, khach tir cac cau lac bo tan vé va lai cung vao chung
vui véi chiung t6i. Néu khong phai vi troi dot nhién c6é sam chép thi co 1é
cudc vui sé kéo dai hon va t6i mudn nhw thé. Moi ngwdi vui vé ra vé 6m
hén chia tay ching t6i, Russ dwa 6ng gia nha t6i quay vé nha khach. Kay
Lake Bleichert va t6i vao phong ngu va lam nhitng chuyén tat yéu ctia dém
tan hon. Tiéng nhac phat ra ti raido gitip ching t6i quén di Betty Short -
chuyén dé khong con quan trong dbi vadi toi nita - co ay khong bao gio con
xuat hién trong dau toi.
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PHAN I11

KAY VA MADELEINE
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Chuong 25

Thoi gian c thé tr6i di, toéi va Kay song va lam viéc nhv mot cap tan
hon.

Sau ky nghi trang mat ngan ngui & San Francisco, toi quay lai cong viéc
binh thwdong ctia mot canh sat. Thad Green néi thang véi téi: Anh ay ghi
nhan nhitng gi t6i da lam dwgc doi v6i cha con nha Vogel nhung van cho
rang t6i khong hoan thanh nhiém vu vd&i tw cach la mét canh sat tuan tra -
toi lai lam cong viéc nham chan ctia mot canh sat binh thuwong va sy hién
dién cua t6i chi gay ra nhitng tiéng xi xao ban tan. T6i tham dy khéa hoc
kéo dai mot nam & treong cao dang va vi mon hoa va mon ly cuda toi dat két
qua loai “A” nén anh ta diéu to6i sang bd phan phan tich chitng c& khoa hoc
v0i tu cach la mot ki thuat vien.

Cong viéc bén d6 gan nhu hoat dong ciia mét co quan dan sv - t6i mac
ao blouse khi lam viéc trong phong thi nghiém con khi ra hién truong thi
madc sac phuc mau xam. T6i phan loai mau mau, 1dy dau van tay, va viét cac
bao cdo vé dwong dan; t6i 1y cac dau chitng cd sot lai hién truong, kiém
tra dwdi kinh hién vi dé cac tham t¥ bén chong t6i pham giét nguoi 1ay di.
Cong viéc cua t6i toan lién quan dén ly c6c va 6ng thi nghiém - cong viéc
tach biét han v&i an mang ma c6 1é té6i khong bao gio quén dugc; toi ludn
phai ti nhac nhé minh 1a t6i khong phai 1a mot tham ti va nhitng phat hién
cua toi sé khong bao gio dugc nguoi ta tin va nghe theo.

Russ va Harry van giit nguyén nhitng hé so & khach san El Nido va lam
viéc cat luc trong cong tac diéu tra vu Betty Short. T6i c6 chia khoa riéng
vao phong nhung khong bao gid st dung dén né vi téi da hira v6i Kay la sé
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“chon vui co gai da chét d6.” Thinh thodng t6i c6 gap Russ vao gig an truwa
va héi tham tién d6 diéu tra, lic nao anh 4y cling cé cau tra 16i duy nhat
“cham chap lam,” va toi biét anh ay sé khong bao gio tim ra tén giét nguoi
kia va cling sé khong bao gio ngoi nghi.

Thang 6 nam 1947, Ben Siegel bi ban chét trong phong khach nha mot
cd ban géi. O khu Beverly Hills, Bill Koenig dwgc phan cong thay thé
Fritzie Vogel phu trach khu virc dwong s6 77 sau do bi ban thang vao mat
khi dang ¢ goc dwong Watts dau nam 1948. Ca hai vu giét nguwdi déu khong
tim dugc thu pham. Ellis Loew that bai tham hai trong cudc bau chon cta
phe Cong hoa thang 6 nam 1948. T6i mang lai niéfm vui cho minh bang
cach dun ruou lau trong c6c nghiém bang dén Bunsen® khién moi ngudi
trong phong thi nghiém bi béng hét luot.

Cudc téng tuyén ctr nam 1948 cé tin lién quan dén gia dinh nha Sprague.
Mot nhom cac nha céi cach caa phe Dan chu dang van dong tranh ctt vao
Hoi dong thanh phé Los Angeles, Uy ban gidam sat cong bd chién dich
tranh c* cia minh. Ho khang dinh c6 nhitng ng6i nha bi thiét ké sai 1éch,
nhitng khu chung cuw khong du an toan & Los Angeles va yéu cau tham tra
cac nha thau xdy dyng cac cong trinh trong nhitng nam 1920. T¢ tin van
chuyén vé cac vu xi cang dan dat dai tranh thu co hoi tung ra loat bai vé
“cac nam twdc cuc phat” - trong do c6 Mack Sennett va Emmett Sprague -
va “nhitng moi quan hé xa hoi den ctia ho.” Tap chi Confidential thi c6 loat
bai hgp dong xdy dwng khu trwong quay Hollywoodland cta Sennett va
viéc Phong Thuwong mai Hollywood muén cat khu dat thudc ngon nai
Mount Lee khoi dy an khong 16 nay. C6 anh cia dao dién Keystone Kops
ding canh mot nguwdi dang chac nich cung vdi co6 con gai kha xinh xan.
Khong biét c6 phai la Emmett va Madeleine khong nhwng t6i van cat birc
anh lwu lai.

Ké thu cua toi;

Ban be t0i;

Vg t0i.
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T6i van lam cong viéc phan tich chitng cé con Kay thi day hoc. Cé nha
dé & lai c6 hai lwong nén ching t6i c6 kha nhiéu tién tiéu xai, chiung toi
dung tién d6é dé gidi tri cho quén Lee va cai lanh cia mua dong nam 1947.
Cuoi tuan, chdng t6i di 1én nii hodc ra khu hoang mac, méi tuan ching toi
an nha hang ba dén bon lan. Chiing t6i vao khach san nghi nhw nhitng cap
tinh nhan trdi phép, va phai mit hon mot nam sau t6i méi nhan ra rang
ching t6i lam dwgc nhitng viéc nhu thé la vi c6 ng6i nha ching t6i dang &
dwgc mua tw tién ctia vu cudp ngan hang. Téi con mai mé choi boi dén
murc phai bi mot ca dién giat mai tinh ngo ra dugc.

Mot vién gach lat san & phong khach bi long ra va toi quyét dinh nhac
han né 1én r6i maGi gan lai cho chac. Nhin vao hdéc gach t6i thdy mot cudn
tién hai ngan do la budc bang sgi day cao su. Toi khong hé thdy vui, cung
khong ngac nhién, to6i chgt nghi dén nhitng cau hoi ma cé 1é vi voi vang
quay lai v&i cudc song binh thuwong ma khong kip nghi ra:

Néu Lee c6 so tién nay cung vGi sO tién ma cau ta phung phi @ Méhico
thi tai sao lai khong dap tng yéu cau cua tén Baxter Fitch?

Néu cau ta c6 so tién do thi tai sao con chay dén héi vay Ben Siegel
muoi ngan dé tra cho tén tong tién kia?

T4t nhién la tdi ké chuyén nay véi Kay va tat nhién la nang khong biét gi
vé diéu nay vi nang da thé quén di qua kh. T6i n6i véi nang la ching toi
nén ban ngdi nha va chuyén sang mua mot can ho & nhw nhitng ngudi binh
thwong khac nhung Kay khong dong y ¢6 1€ vi so no sé goi lai qua khit ciua
minh.

Toi dot so tién trong chiéc 10 swdi cua Lee va Kay ciing khong bao gio
héi t6i vé so tién dé nita. Cit chi don gidn d6 cta Kay goi lai nhitng diéu
van am i trong t6i, khién t6i phai tra gia bang hau nhu toan bo nhitng gi t6i
c6 duge v6i vg minh - va n6 da dua toi quay lai v6i nhitng bong ma trong
qua khu.

Chung t6i lam tinh ngay mat it di. Moi khi lam chuyén d6, nang déu lam
cho qua chuyén con t6i cling cam thdy té nhat. T6i cd nghi rang Kay la nan
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nhan bi giay vo bdi qua khit ciia minh, c6 nghi rang c¢6 dy mdéi gan ba muoi
va van con la con ngudi trinh trang. T6i c6 tap trung vao y nghi dé6 moi khi
lén giwong, va khudon mat cta cac 4 gai diém ma toi tirng gap ngoai pho
xuat hién trén than thé cia Kay trong béng t6i. Mot vai lan dau, giai phap
d6 phat huy tac dung nhung roéi dau lai vao dé. Khi toi lam xong cong viéc
ctia minh va nam thé& hon hén, Kay vudt ve t6i bang doi tay mém mai va t6i
c6 cam giac nang da nhan ra to6i phan boi 10i thé khi lam dam cwéi ngay
trén girong ngu.

Nam 1948 troi qua réi cd nam 1949. T6i bién gara nha minh thanh phong
tap quyén anh trong dé xép day cac loai tdi trong lwgng, tii toc do, day
thirng va ta. To6i lai mac nhitng bo trang phuc thi dau va dan 1én tuwdong
nhitng birc anh chang Bucky Bleichert trong nhitng nam 1940, 1941. Hinh
anh t6i nheo mat nhin khi trén minh dam mo hoi khién t6i cam thay gan
nang hon. Toi lung suc cac ctra hang sach cli mua tap san Chu nhat va cac
tap chi tin titc. T6i thdy nhitng bitc anh cii chup minh tinh c¢ xuat hién trén
tap chi Colliers; vai bitc anh cii cia gia dinh t6i xuat hién trd lai trén tQ
Globe. Toi dé tat ca trong gara, dong suwu tap cda tdi ngay mot day hon va
dén mot ngay nao dé n6 bién mat. T6i thay tiéng Kay khoc tham budi t6i
hém dé trong phong nga nhung khi to6i budc vao dé noéi chuyén vGi nang thi
ctra da bi khoa chat.
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Chuong 26

Chuong dién thoai reo. T6i v&i tay dinh nhac may nhung chgt nhan ra la
minh da ngu trén treong ky ca thang nay réi. Toéi budc phai day di ra ban
nhac may. “To6i nghe day.”

“Cau van ngu sao?” Ray Pinker goi dén, giam sat vién cua toi & phong
thi nghiém.

“T6i van dang ngn.”

“Cang thang bdi chuyén trong qua khi cling phdi théi. Cau dang nghe
day chw?”

“Anh ct n6i di.”

“C6 mot vu tu tit bang sing xdy ra ngay hém qua & s6 514 duong South
June, khu Hancock Park. Xac nan nhan da dwgc duwa di. Cau dén ngay dé
kham nghiém va lam bao cdo cung vdi thugng iy Reddin phu trach khu
vuc Wilshire. Cau nghe ro chwa?”

Toi ngap dai. “Khu nha da dvgc niem phong chwa?”

“Ba vg s€ dan cau di xem. Phai té ra hét sitc lich su, gia dinh d6 giau c6
nhung rat ban thiu.”

T6i gac mdy va lai can nhan. Nhung ro6i to6i giat minh khi nhé ra nha
Sprague chi cach dia chi nay c6 mot day. Téi cam thay c6 gi do hitng thu
trong vu nay.

Mot gid sau toi bam chudng tredc ctra ngdi nha. Mot phu nit khoang 50
tudi kha wa nhin ra m@ ctva. T6i gidi thiéu: “T6i la s§ quan Bleichert cia
canh sat Los Angeles. Xin chia buon véi ba...”
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Ray Pinker khong néi tén nha nay cho t6i. Nguwdi phu nit noi: “Xin nhan
10i chia buon cia anh. Tén t6i la Jane Chambers. Anh c6 phai nhan vién
cua phong thi nghiém khong?”

Ba ta c6 vé run ray va toi thay co thién cam ngay. “Vang, ba chi can dan
t0i dén cho xady ra an mang thoi.”

Nguwdi phu nit dan t6i vao phong khach boc gb trai tham rat ém. “O phia
trong phong an. Anh sé thay cho dugc chang day. Néu anh cho phép thi toi
xin di lam vuon bay gio.”

Ba ta bd di va toi tim thay ngay cho xay ra an mang nhwng khong hiéu
tai sao nan nhan lai chon ché ma ngudi than cia ho thwdng xuyén cé mat
dé ty tir.

Hién truong rat dac treng cia mot vu ty t* bang sung: Ghé bi do lan ra
san nha, cho x4ac nan nhan nam da duwgc vé vach. Khau sting hai nong loai
12 nam dung vi tri cua nd, cach xac nan nhan 3 foot vé phia truwdc, hong
sung con dinh day mau. Twong nha va san nha cling con rat nhiéu vét mau
va ndo ban ra, c6 vé nhut nan nhan da nhét ca hai nong stiing vao miéng
minh ban.

T6i mat ca tiéng dong ho do dac tinh toan dwong dan, cac ddu tich, cho
cac mau vat vao ong nghiém va rac bot 1dy dau van tay trén khau sung.
Xong xudi moi viéc, toi 1dy tii boc khau sung lai va biét chac rang né thudc
s@ hitu cia mot van dong vién thé thao nao dé thudc canh sat Los Angeles.
Toi di sang phong khach va thdy c6 mét bitrc tranh dong khung can than
treo ngang tam mat.

D6 la chan dung ctia mot anh hé nao dé con tré nhung da xuat hién rat
lau r6i. Than hinh anh ta khom khom nhin rat xwong xau, miéng cuoi
ngoac dén mang tai. T6i nhin bitc tranh cham chu va chgt nghi dén nu cuwoi
ctaa Elizabeth Short khi ngudi ta phat hién ra xac c6 dy ¢ goc dudng s6 39
va duong Norton. Cang nhin tdi cang thdy hai ngudi giong nhau, cudi cung
toi danh phdi quay sang ngam bitc dnh hai phu nir tré khoac tay nhau, mot
nguoi nhin rat giong Jane Chambers.
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“Nhitng ngwoi song sét. Nhin ho rat xinh ding khéng?”

To6i quay lai va thdy ba goa phu nguwoi da day vét ban, mui dat va thudc
trir sau. “Giong me ho. Hai c6 dy bao nhiéu tu6i r6i thwa ba?”

“Linda 23 tu6i con Carol 20. Cau da lam xong viéc chwa?”

Nhin hai c6 gai t6i lai nhé dén hai c6 gai nha Sprague. “Ba nhé dan
nguoi lau don dung amoniac sach nhé, thwa ba Chambers...” Bat chogt t6i
khong nhd ra tén day dua cta ba ta la gi.

“Jane.”

“Vang Jane, ba c6 biét c6 Madeleine va Martha nha Sprague khong?”

Jane Chambers thét 1én: “Bon con gai nha do6. Sao anh biét ho?”

“T0i c6 giup ho vai viéc trudc day.”

“Thé thi coi nhuw anh da gap may vi do6 ding ra phéi 1a mot cuéc va cham

A

nho.
“Y ba la gi?”
bien thoai reo va Jane Chambers noi: “Lai an i day. Cam on anh da
quan tam, anh...”
“Toi la Bucky. Tam biét ba Jane.”

“Tam biét anh.”

Toi viét bao cao ¢ Boi phu trach khu vierc Wilshire, sau do6 kiém tra ho so
vé Chambers, Eldridge Thomas, chét ngay 02/04/1949. Khong c6 gi dang
chd y lam: Jane Chambers nghe thay tiéng siung nd, phat hién ra xac nan
nhan va goi canh sat ngay 1ap tirc. Khi canh sat dén ba ta néi chong minh
qua that vong vi tinh trang sitc khoé suy sup va hon nhan tan v& ctia c6 con
gai. Ty tr: Hién trvong vu an tam khép lai cho kham nghiém.
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Nhitng gi t6i thay sau khi kiém tra hién truong cling theo hwéng mét vu
tw t& nhwng t6i van c6 cam giac c6 gi dé chwa hoan toan thuyét phuc. Toi
rat cam tinh v&i ba goa phu nay, gia dinh nha Sprague chi song cach day co
mot day nha, va t6i van to mo vé diéu do6. Toi dung dién thoai cta Doi goi
cho Russ Millard va thong bao véGi anh ta tén cta hai nguoi: Eldridge
Chambes va Sprague Emmett. Ho tim kiém thong tin va bon gid sau thi goi
lai vao s6 may 1é & Pai cho t6i: Eldridge Chambers chét trén dong cua. Tw
nam 1930 dén nam 1934, 6ng ta la chu tich Ban bat dong san Nam
California. Nam 1929 6ng ta dé nghi cho Sprague tré thanh thanh vién
thudc cau lac bé hat Wilshire nhung r6i Sprague lai bi khai trtr vi cé lién
quan dén cac “doi tac lam an ngwdi Do Thai” - bon du c6n hoat dong & khu
vuc bo bién phia Bong thanh phd. Chambers thong qua nhitng nguwdi trung
gian loai bo Sprague khoi Ban bat dong san vi rat nhiéu nha do ong ta xay
bi do trong tran dong dat nam 1933.

Nhitng thong tin d6 da dé viét mot bai bao hay nhung khong da doi véi
nguoi lam viéc trong phong thi nghiém va hon nhan dang trén bg vire tham
nhu toi. Toi lai chg dgi va khi bao chi dwa tin Eldridge Chambers da duoc
chon, t6i lai dén no6i chuyén véi ba goa phu.

Ba ta ra m@ ctta cho t6i khi trén nguwdi van mac bo do lam vuwon, tay cam
kéo xén 1a. “Anh con quén diéu gi hay ciling chi la con nguwdi to mo ding
nhuv t6i nghi?”

“V€ thi¢ hai thi ding.”

Ba Jane cudi va lau vét ban trén mat. “Sau khi anh ra vé t6i nghi lai tén
anh. Hinh nhw anh 1a van dong vién dién kinh thi phai?”

“Khong, chau la vo si quyén anh. Con géi c¢6 c¢6 nha khong? Va cé ai &
cung nha v&i cd6 khong?”

Ba Jane lac dau. “Khoéng, t6i khong thich cé sy xdo tron nao cd. Mdi anh
ra san sau uéng tra.”

T6i gat dau va ba Jane dan t6i di qua nha ra khoang san phia sau doi dién
v6éi mot bdi cd da duwge dao thanh ludng. T6i ngoi xudng chiéc ghé dai
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trong khi ba Jane rét tra mdoi. “T6i ty lam tat ca nhitng cong viéc vudn tugc
tr hom Chu nhat dén gio day. N6 gitp toi thodi mai hon nhitng 10i an i
nhiéu.”

“Co lam vuon rat khéo.”

Ba Jane ng6i xuéng canh t6i. “Eldridge bi ung thw, nén chuyén xay ra
khong lam t6i qua bat ngd. Chi cé diéu td6i khong nghi 6ng ay lai tw ti¥ ngay
trong nha.”

“Chuyén quan hé cua c6 véi 6ng ay thé nao?”

“Chung t6i khong con gan giii nhau nita. Bon con gai 16n r6i, chang s6m
thi mudn chuing t6i cling ly di. Anh da c6 vg chwa?”

“Chau c6 roi, dugc gan hai nam.”

Ba Jane nhdp ly tra. “Troi, m6t cap mdéi cwdi. Cau co thay gi tét dep hon
sau khi lay vo khong?”

T6i gia vo ra mat vui vé. Ba Jane nhan ra ngay: “Xin 16i anh,” va chuyén
chu dé. “Anh quen nha Sprague thé nao?”

“Chau quen Madeleine triée khi gap vg. Co c6 biét ro nha ho khong?”

Ba Jane nhin ra khodng san va tram ngan trwedc cau hoi cua t6i. “Trudc
day Eldridge va Emmett c6 quan hé v&i nhau. Ho kiém dwgc rat nhiéu tién
va cung lam chung véi nhau trong Ban bat dong san. C6 1€ t6i khong nén
néi ra diéu nay vi anh la canh sat nhung Emmett la tay ltra ddo. Rat nhiéu
nha do Ong ta xay bi do trong vu dong dat nam 1933 va Eldridge néi con vo
sO cong trinh khac cta 6ng ta khong sém thi mudn ciling sap - nhitng ngoi
nha xdy bang cac loai vat liéu kém chat lwgng nhat. Eldridge sa thai
Emmett khéi Ban bat dong san khi 6ng ay phat hién ra toan t6 chitc ltra ddo
ding ra thué va ban nhitng ng6i nha do6 - 6ng ay con titc dién 1én khi nhan
ra rang Emmett sé khong phai chiu trach nhiém cho du c6 nhiéu nguwdi hon
nita chét vi nha sap.”

T6i con nhd Madeleine da noéi vdi toi diéu nay. “Co vé nhu cha Eldridge
nha co6 la nguoi tot.”
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Ba Jane cwoi cé vé gugng gao. “Ciing 6 lic thi nhuw thé.”

“Sao chu dy khong bao canh sat vé chuyén d6?”

“Khong. Ong &y so nhém ban bé x4 hoi den cia Emmett. Biéu 6ng dy c6
thé lam do6 la to thai do khong bang long véi Emmett. C6 1€ 6ng dy phai tra
gia phan nao do khi téng c6 Emmett khoéi Uy ban.”

“Chu ay lam vay cling khong c6 gi dang trach.”

Ba Jane nhéch moi c6 vé ché nhao. “Dung ra la 6ng ay phét 10 t6i 16i cta
nguoi khac. Eldridge s& hitu rat nhiéu khu nha 6 chudét & San Pedro. Khi
biét minh bi ung thv 6ng 4y méi cam thdy tdi 16i. Ong dy tng hod cho phe
Dan chu trong cudc bau ct* ndam ngoai va khi ho 1én cam quyén 6ng ay c6
gdp gb vai ay vién Hoi dong thanh phd. Toi nghi 6ng ay da ndéi vdi ho ban
chat xau xa cia Emmett.”

T6i nghi dén mot cude diéu tra ctia bén hdi tham vé cac vu bé boi lam an.
“C6 thé Emmett sé bi ha bé. Cht nha c6 16 ra da...”

Ba Jane v0 tay 1én ban c6 vé buc bdi. “Ong chong tdi rat giau, dep trai
nhung lai hep hoi. T6i da yéu 6ng ay cho dén khi phat hién ra ong ta ltra
t0i, nhung bay gio thi toi lai yéu. Qua la rat la doi.”

“Chuyén dé khong c6 gi la la, thwa c6.”

Ba Jane mim cuwdi rat triu mén. “Cau bao nhiéu tu6i roi, cau Bucky?”

“Chau 32 tudi roi.”

“T6i 51. Vi vay tdi cho 1a la thi d6 phai 1a chuyén la. O tuéi cua cau
khong nén dé dai nhw thé. Hinh nhw cau hoi do tuwéng.”

“CoO dang ché nhao chau day. Chau la canh sat va canh sat thi khong
duwoc phép ao tuwéng.”

Ba Jane lai cuwoi to. “Dwgc ddy, toi bat dau thady t6 mo vé cau. Lam thé
nao ma mot canh sat tirng la cwu vo si quyén anh nhw cdu lai quen
Madeleine?”

T6i néi doi. “Chau bat c6 dy vi pham vugt dén dé va r6i chuyén no dan
dén chuyén kia.” Ly 1& t6i dwa rat chat ché. “Thé co biét gi vé Madeleine?”

https://thuviensach.vn



Ba Jane dam chan dudi con qua dang dau rinh mo bui hoa hong phia
ngoai hang hién. “Nhitng gi toi biét vé gia dinh nha Sprague nay kéo dai
hang chuc nam nay ro6i va chuyén rat la. Tham chi la bo bich.”

“Chéu dang lang nghe day.”

“Co nguoi thi chi chdm chd an.” Khong thdy to6i cwdi ba Jane nhin ra
khoang vuon vira x6i va khu nha ctia 6ng trum bat dong san dang lén. “Khi
hai dta con gai nha t6i va hai dita con gai nha ho con nho, Ramona thuong
t0 chitc cac budi 1é nghi, hoat canh lich st ngay trén khu bai cé rong truéc
ctra nha ho. Bon tré thuong mac ao choang khong tay va cac bo dong phuc
déng gia cac con vat khi dwgc ban hanh cac diéu cam. T6i dé cho Linda va
Carol tham gia mdc du biét Ramona la ngudi dan ba hay gay phién phiic.
Khi bon tré budc vao do tudi vi thanh nién thi cac bubi 1é hoat canh lich s
dé lai la ky hon. Ramona va Madeleine rat gidi hod trang nén ba ta lam tai
hién lai tit ca nhitng gi da xay ra véi Emmett va George Tilden, ban 6ng ay
tir hoi thé chién thi nhat.

“Ba dy bat bon tré phai mac quan ao linh, trang diém mat, mang do choi
la céc loai stng truong. Da6i khi ba ay con hoa trang cad vét mau lén nguoi
ching né va dé cho George quay phim. Chinh vi thady hanh déng ky quac
d6 nén t6i cam hai di¥a con gai nha t6i choi véi hai dita tré nha Sprague.
Thé r6i mot hom Carol mang vé nha nhitng birc anh ma George chup n6 gia
chét, trén ngwoi day cac vét mau bang pham mau. Khong thé chiu dung noi
nita, toi chay sang nha Sprague va mang vao madt George vi tdoi nghi
Ramona khong phéi 1a nguyén nhan chinh ctia hanh dong d6. Ong gia toi
nghiép d6 khéng dam néi gi, sau d6 to6i cam thdy rat hai 16i - 6ng ay bi tai
nan xe va tr@ thanh ngudi vo dung an bam. Trudc do, ong ay la ngudi quan
gia nha Sprague nhung sau vu tai nan 6ng dy chi quanh quan lam vuon va
don co.”

“Chuyén gi xdy ra v6i Madeleine va Martha?”

Ba Jane so vai. “Martha di theo nganh nghé thuat con Madeleine sa da
vao con duwong an choi, diéu nay chac cau biét roi.”
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“Co khong nén ac y nhu thé chi,” t6i noi.

Ba Jane g6 nhip ngén tay trén ban. “Xin 10i cau. Gid ma t6i c6 thé bé
dwgc tinh do6 di. T6i khong thé song nét phan doi con lai cia minh véi cong
viéc lam vuwon nay dugc, cling khong nén qué dé cao minh. Cau nghi thé
nao?”

“C0 sé som tim duwgc mot triéu phu khac thoi.”

“Khong thé, mot ngudi da 1a qua da vdi téi réi. Cau co biét toi dang nghi
gi khong? Bay gio da sap budc sang nam 1950 r6i va toéi sinh nam 1898
day. To6i sang phia bén kia cudc doi r6i.”

T6i ndi ra diéu van suy nghi tir ltic ngo6i néi chuyén dén gio. “Gia ma
moi thir da khac di va thoi gian cting khac di.”

Ba Jane mim cuwdi thé dai: “Bucky, d6 c6 phai la y nghi tot dep nhat ma
toi thay dugc noi cau khong?”

Toi cling thé dai: “Chau nghi dé la thi ma ai ciing c6 thé mong cho.”

“Cau c6 vé thich rinh mo, nhom ngé ngudoi khac day.”

“Con c0 thi néi chuyén hoi nhiéu.”

“Pugc, bay gio toi sé tién cau ra ve.”

T6i nam tay Jane va cung buéc ra ctra. Ra dén phong khach, birc tranh cé
diéu cwdi cta anh hé lai lam t6i giat minh. T6i chi biéc tranh néi vGi ba
Jane: “Nhin bttc tranh kia khiép qua.”

“Cau c6 con mat ddy. Eldridge mua tdng sinh nhat lan th 49 cta toi
nhung t6i rat ghét birc tranh d6. Cau c6 thich mang n6 di véi minh khéng?”

“Vira muon vira khong.”

“Vay thi t6i cdm on cau. Cau la ngwoi dong vién an i t6i tot nhat day.”

“Co cling vay doi vdi chau.”

Chung toi 0Om tam biét nhau va toi 1én duong.
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Chuong 27

Toi tré thanh nguwoi lam dung phong thi nghiém. Ké thuong xuyén ngu
quén trén ghé. Tham ti* ma khong c6 vu an nao dé diéu tra.

Trong su6t nam 1949, t6i 1am vao tinh trang dé. Sang sém ra la Kay dén
treong, toi gid vo ngu cho dén khi nang di khoi. Con lai mot minh & nha,
toi luc loi d6 dac cua vg - 4o khoac ngoai bang lua casomia Lee mua cho
nang, nhitng bai ludn chwa chdm diém, nhitng cuén sach nang da chuan bi
san nhung chwa c6 thoi gian doc. T6i luc tim nhat ky cua Kay nhuwng khong
bao gi® thay gi ca. Bén phong thi nghiém toi lai nghi Kay sé vé nha luc loi
tw trang ctia minh. T6i gid tro viét nhat ky dé nang doc - t6i viét rat chi tiét
vé quan hé ctia minh v&i Madeleine Sprague, c6 tinh cho Kay doc dé hoac
la nang tha thit cho t6i hodc la sé cham diit lu6n tinh trang tri tré trong hon
nhan cta chung to6i hién tai. Ng6i trong phong lam viéc t6i viét lién nam
trang va chi dirng lai khi nhé dén mui nwéc hoa cia Madeleine hoa quyén
v&i mui hoi thoi & nha tro Red Arrow. Nhung xé nhitng trang viét do vit di
cung chang gidi quyét dugc viéc gi.

B6n ngay sau, ngay nao toi ciing theo doi ng6i nha & duwong Muirfield.
Pau xe bén kia dwong toi ngoi theo doi anh den bat 1én roi lai tat di, bong
nguoi di chuyén 10 mo phia trong ctra kinh. T6i nghi dén chuyén lam déo
16n cudc song cda gia dinh nha Sprague nay, lgi dung thién cdm Emmett
danh cho t6i dé kiém tién, cap doi cung véi Madeleine 6m ap khap cac
phong trong ngbi nha. Khong hé cé nguwdi nao trong nha ho ra ngoai vao
bubi t6i, cd bon chiéc xe déu dau trén 16i di. T6i phan van khéng biét ho
lam gi, ho dang nghi lai sy kién gi trong qua kh, va tham chi ca chuyén
anh chang canh sat dén nha an t6i hai nam trudce.
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Dén dém thit nam thi t6i thady Madeleine mac chiéc vay rong va 4o khoac
ngoai mau hong di ra géc duwong bo thw. Khi Madeleine quay lai, t6i thay
nang nhan ra chiéc xe ctia t6i, duwdi anh sang dén pha toi con thiy ca vé mat
ngac nhién cia nang. Cho dén khi Madeleine vao han trong nha t6i mdi lai
xe Ve, trong dau con vang vang cau noéi cta ba Jane: “Cau dung la ké toc
mach thich rinh mo.”

T6i bwdc vao nha va thay cé tiéng x6i nudc, cira phong ngi mé. Kay
dang m& ban ngii tdu cia Brahm ma c6 yéu thich. Nh¢ lai 1an dau tién thay
vo minh tran truong, t6i cdi quan ao va lén giwvong nam cho.

Khéng con tiéng nwdc x0i, ban nhac ctia Brahm nghe rd hon. Kay budc
ra, minh quan khan tam. T6i n6i: “Em yéu,” va Kay ngac nhién dap lai:
“Oi, anh Dwight,” va danh roi chiéc khin tdm xuéng nén nha. Chiing toi
n6i chuyén va xin 16i nhau. T6i khéng hiéu hét y nang va t6i chac nang
cling chang hiéu hét y t6i. Toi dinh ditng day tat may hat nhung Kay lai
treo lén givong trudc.

Chting t6i hon nhau rat voi vang, tdi khong hé nhé 1a Kay rat muén dugc
kich thich. T6i day Iwdi nang mac du biét rang Kay khong thich nhw thé.
T6i nham mat hén co, ro6i nguwc nang. Kay rén ri nhung t6i biét nang dang
c6 gid vo lam. Chuyén lam tinh cta ching t6i c gwong gao nhu vay. Nguc
Kay mém nhiin trong tay toi, hai chan nang khép chat. T6i dung dau goi
day chan nang ra mac du cam giac ro sy mién cwdng. T6i kho khan dung
miéng lam nang wdt dé di n6t phan dwong con lai.

T6i m@ mat nhin thang vao mat nang dé nang thay rang lic nay day, chi
c6 hai ching t6i. Kay quay di va t6i hiéu nang biét t6i dang nghi gi. Toi
muon nhe nhang, kéo dai thdi gian, nhung nhin mach méau & c6 Kay dang
cang lén t6i lai cang manh tay hon. “Xin 16i, anh xin 16i em.” T6i khong
con nghe ro Kay dap lai nhitng gi.
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Chuong 28

T6i hom sau t6i lai dau xe doi dién vGi nha Sprague nhung lan nay t6i di
chiéc Ford thwong dung moi khi dén hién trieong toi pham. Mot su lang phi
thoi gian nhung toi biét né sé dan dan dwa to6i dén gan hon véi ng6i nha va
dén mot Iic nao do toi sé go ctra, tham chi 1a ty minh m& cia.

DPau t6i lic nao cling nghi dén hinh anh Madeleine tran truéng, con véi
nhitng thanh vién khac trong gia dinh nha ho thi chi la nhitng y nghi doc
dia. Anh dén xe ryc sang trén 16i di va chiéc Packard cta nang chay ra
dwong Muirfield sau do ré trai vao dwong sé 6 va di thang vé hudng DBong.
T6i chd cho nang di khéi vai gidy va né may chay theo.

Chiéc Packard ctia nang chay & lan giita con td6i bam theo & lan dwong
bén phdi lam bon xe khac bi ach lai phia sau. Ching t6i ra khoi khu
Hancock Park va di vao dia phan quan Wilshire, qua dwong Normandie va
duwong so 8. T6i thady cé cd day cac quan bar sang dén phia trudc va biét
ngay Madeleine sé dén dau.

Madeleine dirng xe trwdc quan bar Zimba Room, mét kiéu quan rugu
chui c6 thap dén neon ngay phia trén 16i di vao. Chi con mét ché dau xe
duy nhat ngay phia trén chiéc Packard ctia nang va t6i budc phai vuot 1én,
anh den pha soi r6 Madeleine dang khéa ctra. Pau 6c t6i lung bung khi nhin
thdy con nguwdi ma toi biét khong chac khong phai la ngwoi dé.

Elizabeth Short.

Betty Short.

Liz Short.

Thuwoc duwoce den.
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Pau goi t6i loang ngodng dap ca vao tay lai, tay run rady bam vao coi.
Chiéc xe cua toi xuat hién lam nang ngac nhién nheo mat nhin vao dén pha
va so vai. Van do6i nim dong tién quen thudc kia nhu t6i da tirng thay cach
day hai nam.

Madeleine Sprague trang diém giong hét Thugc duge den: vay den toan
than, cach trang diém mat, kiéu t6c giong Betty Short trong dnh nhw duc.
T6i ngbi quan sat nang khénh khang buéc vao trong. Trén mai toc den uon
quan cda nang c6 mot cham vang gi dé va toi biét Madeleine da c6 tinh
thay doi ngoai hinh ctia minh cho giong véi Betty Short. Chi tiét d6 1am t6i
giat minh choang vang nhu khi bi Lee Blanchard ddam cho hai qua lién tiép.
Toi loang choang budc vao theo bong ma kia.

Bén trong quan bar Zimba Room mu mit khoi thudc, khach dén toan la
linh My, tiéng nhac jazz réo rat phat ra tit may hat. Madeleine ng6i & quay
nham nhap ly rewegu. La ngwoi phu nit duy nhat xuat hién trong quan nén t6i
thay da c6 tiéng xi xao, chi tré ctia dam linh.

Phia trong quan bar c6 mot buéng nho, bén ngoai dan cac hinh soc nhw
da ngwa van, bén trong mdot toan linh dang tim tum chia nhau chai ruou.
Nhin vé madt non choet t6i biét bon nay chwa dén tudi treéng thanh. T6i gio
thé canh sat ra va quat. “Giai tan, néu khong to6i goi kiém soat dén ngay lap
tic.” Ba ga thanh nién vQi vang budc ra bé quén ca chai regu. Con lai mot
minh t6i ng6i ngam Madeleine dong vai Betty.

Uodng hét mot coc whisky ngd lam t6i binh tinh lai doi chuit. T6i ngoi
nhin chéo ra cho Madeleine ngoai quay bar, khodng cach quéa xa nén to6i
khong nghe r6 nang noi gi, nhing moi ¢t chi ctia nang t6i déu thay hinh
nhw do khong phai la nang ma la mot phu nit nao dé. bam thanh nién ding
vay quanh hoéi chuyén va moi khi tay nang cham vao mot ga nao do thi tay
t6i lai muon cham vao khau 38.

Thoi gian nhw bi kéo dai 1é thé béi dam linh mac do kaki xanh va co
nang mdc do den nhanh kia. Madeleine uéng rwgu, néi chuyén va di lai,
nang dot nhién chi y dén mot ga thay tha than hinh chac nich. Bam linh
khéc tan ra khi tén nay nhin bon ho véi anh mat di¥ dan, t6i n6c hét luon
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chai whisky ngd va chi con biét ng6i nhin cham cham ra ngoai quan bar.
Tiéng nhac lam t6i khong con nghe thdy nhitng gi ho néi, hoi men lam t6i
khong con dua can dam gay s véi ga thanh nién kia mac du trong dau nghi
dén hang ngan 16i budc t6i han. Thé roi hai ngudi bon ho khodac tay nhau di
ra, Madeleine di gu6c nén nhin nang cao hon rat nhiéu.

T6i lai chd doi ho mot 1at va phong xe theo. Chiéc Packard ré phai ¢ goc
day nha va toi ciing ré theo. Dén phanh xe ryc sang phia cudi day nha va
khién t6i hot hodng dap phanh xe minh, suyt téng vao dudi xe ho.
Madeleine tho tay ra ngoai vay ra hiéu cho xe t6i tién 1én con xe nang thi ré
vao khodng san dau xe phia trudc.

T6i tién 1én va cling dirng xe tat dén. Tt ngoai duong t6i van thdy ga linh
thay kia ditng dwa vao xe hit thudc trong khi Madeleine di 1dy chia khoa
phong. Mot lat sau nang quay ra véi chiéc chia khoa trén tay nhu truede day
ching t6i cling tirng lam. Nang chd cho ga linh thiy di trwdc réi méi theo
sau. Ben trong phong bat 1én roi lai tat va khi tdi ditng ngoai lang nghe thi
qua la kich ban 13dp lai cha khac chut nao nhitng gi t6i da lam hai nam truéce.

Bi mat theo doi.

Diéu tra tai hién truong.

Va bay gio thi anh chang ky thuat vién da tré thanh tham t c6 viéc dé
lam.

To6i tiép tuc theo doi hanh dong dong gia Thuwgce duge cia Madeleine
thém bon dém nita. Lan nao ciing vay Madeleine dén quan rugu ¢ duong so
8, lai van may tay linh huénh hoang rat nhiéu hoa gidy trén nguc, va nha
nghi & goc duwong s6 9 va duong Irolo. Khi hai nguwdi bon ho vao phong véi
nhau t6i quay lai quan bar héi chuyén ngudi phuc vu quay va dam linh thay
ma co ta vira tro chuyén.

C0 nang mdc ao den noi tén la gi?
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Khong co.

Co0 ay no6i chuyén gi?

Chuyén chién tranh va viéc déng phim.

Anh c6 nhan thay la c6 dy rat giong c6 nang Thugce duwgc den bi giét cach
day hai nam khong? Néu thé thi c6 &y muon chitng t6 diéu gi?

Toan nhitng cau tra 10i tiéu cyc va nhitng gia thuyét duwgc dwa ra: Co ta la
a gai diém ty cho rang minh giong Thwoc duge den; c6 ta la loai gai lang
choi muon tra hinh Thuegce dugc; c6 ta la nit canh sat dong gia di bat tén giét
Thuwgce dwge den; co ta 1a con dién sap chét vi ung thw nén mudn tranh thu
mady ngay cudi quyén rii tén giét Thuge duge va danh ltra moi nguoi.

Toi biét chi con cach la thdm van tryc tiép nhitng tén cdp ke vdi
Madeleine nhuwng lai khong dam chac lam nhw vay c6 diang hay khong. Ho
c6 thé no6i ding hodc noéi sai va c6 thé t6i sé hanh dong ding hodc cling cé
thé sai. T6i khong thé dé minh phai chiu trach nhiém cho nhitng gi do chinh
minh gay ra.

B6n dém rinh mo va nga ga ngu gat trén ghé khién t6i phdi trd gia. Bén
phong thi nghiém t6i lam roi cd mau méau va vat chitng chwa duwgc danh
ddu, viét bado cdo chitng cd trong tinh trang kiét sitc, va hai lan to6i ngu gat
trong khi dang nhin kinh hién vi xac dinh duwong dan dé roi Iic giat minh
tinh ddy van thay hinh &nh Madeleine quanh quan dau dé. Biét khong thé ty
minh tiép tuc dwgc dém thit nam nhung cling khong thé bé qua, toi quyét
dinh u6ng Benzedrine. Chat kich thich lam t6i tan con mét moi nhung lai
thay kinh t&m nhitng gi minh dang lam - da c6 lic t6i nghi minh phai tir b
c6 nang Madeleine/Thuwgc dwgc nay dé tré vé véi cudc song ctia mot canh
sat thuc su.

Thad Green gat dau nhw bo cui khi t6i trinh bay nguyén vong: To6i da lam
viéc trong SO bay nam, vu cha con nha Vogel da xay ra cach day hai nam
va t6i khong con dé y dén no nita, t6i cam ghét cong viéc & phong thi
nghiém kia va t6i mudn dugc quay lai lam viéc & mot Doi nao do - mién la
khong phdi tudn tra dém. T6i dang nghién citu ndi dung cac ky sat hach 1én
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trung Uy, cong viéc & phong thi nghiém kia sé chi giip ich cho t6i néu t6i
muon tré thanh mot tham t. T6i do mat tia tai khi néi vdi anh ta vé tinh
hinh gia dinh minh, rang viéc tuan tra dém sé anh hwéng dén cudc séng vg
chong ching téi dén thé nao, nhuwng lai ap a dp ung khi nghi dén hinh anh
ngwoi phu nit mac do den va nhan ra la minh dang cau xin anh ta. Thad
Green nhin t6i tritng tritng mot Itc rat 1au khién t6i phan van khong biét c6
phai anh ta phét hién ra t6i st dung chat kich thich. “T6i dong y, Bucky,”
va chi t6i ra ctra. T6i ng6i dgi & phong ngoai va mot 1at sau thi Thad Green
buwéc ra mim cuwdi: “Tuan tra ban dém, dudong Newton, bat dau tir ngay mai.
Can té ra lich sy hon v&i nhitng nguwdi da mau & d6. Cau da cé tiéng xau roi
day, va t6i khong muén chuyén dé 1ap lai.”

DPuong Newton nam & phia BDong Nam khu trung tam Los Angeles, chu
yéu la cac khu nha 6 chudt va cu dan cling cha yéu la dan da mau bét héo.
Chai lo, rac rudi virt day cac goc pho, day nao ciing c6 quan rugu, tiém lam
toc, phong choi bi-a, ¢t khodng mét tiéng lai cé vu viéc phai bdo cao vé
Doi. Dan & day thuwong uong loai “Green Lizard,” gid chung cho moi lan di
gai la mot do la, thém hai muoi lam xu néu st dung “dia diém” cua ho -
thwong 1a nhitng chiéc xe bé khong nam trong khu bai & géc duwong so 56
va duong Trung tam.

Tré con ¢ day toan dita gay gio xuwong, 1ii ché lac ghé 16 can lién mom,
dan bu6n ban nha nao cling c6 sung trong ngan kéo. Buong Newton ding
la vung chién su.

T6i dén Doi phu trach duwong Newton trinh dién vao ngay hém sau khi
thudc kich thich da hét tdc dung. Vién thuwgng uy Boi tredng gia khu tén la
Getchell niém né& dén tiép toi va noi rang Thad Green gidi thiéu t6i rat co
ndng lwc nhung anh ta sé chi cong nhan khi chitng kién nhitng viéc t6i lam.
Thye sy toi rat ghét tro mom mép nhuwng anh ta lai thich nhac dén chuyén
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qua khit. Bu lai nhitng sj quan dong nghiép cua toi c6 vé la nhitng con
nguoi dang hoang, nhung ho lai hay ghen ghét nhitng canh sat giau co, vo
si quyén anh, va tr@ tréu nhat la ho rat c6 thién cdm vdi Fritzie Vogel trong
thoi gian anh ta con lam viéc ¢ day. Poi trudng phan cong toi di lam nhiém
vu mot minh, va t6i cling cha quan trong viéc di mot minh hay di cap véi
ai.

Lan diém danh ra mat dau tién cda toi that khung khiép. Vién trung ty
chu tri cudc hop gidi thiéu t6i vé nhan cong tac tai bo phan tuan tra, toi
khong hé dugc vo tay tan thwdng ma trai lai ngwoi ta don chao t6i bang
nhitng 4anh mat lanh nhat, thd o, tham chi thu han. Sau khi doc xong ban
bao céo tdi pham, bdy ngudi trong tong sé khodng nam muwoi nhan vién cta
Doi dén bat tay chidc t6i may man. Vién trung Uy ban ndy dan t6i di tham
quan mot vong quanh Doi ma khong hé rang néi ntra 16i. Cudi cung anh ta
nhét vao tay t6i tdm ban do khu vurc t6i phu trach va néi: “Puing dé bon da
mau kia qua mat cau.” Khi toi noi 10i cam on, anh ta dap lai: “Fritzie Vogel
la ban than cua t6i,” va lanh lung bo di.

Toi quyét dinh sé phai bat tay vao cong viéc that nhanh.

Tuan lam viéc dau tién t6i phai déc strc thu thap théng tin va phan loai
cac doi twgng can cha y. Toi dung dui cui gidi tdn nhitng dam dong tu tap
udng rugu va hitra vGi bon ching rang néu khai that tén téi sé khong bat,
con néu khai that t6i cling sé bat. Bi ngoai dwong t6i ngwi thdy cé mui
thu6c can sa phang phat dau do quanh tiém lam téc nam & goc duong sb 68
va duwong Beach. T6i da ctra lao vao va bat qua tang ba thang bat hdo dang
cam ca déng thudc trén tay. Bon ching chi ngay cho t6i dau moéi cung cap,
con mach toi la sap t6i sé c6 mot cudc au da gitta nhém Slausons va nhém
Choppers nham cau xin t6i tha thit. T6i goi dién vé DPoi yéu cau dua xe
xuong hot tat ca bon ching di. Dot nhap vao cac 6 mai dam, t6i tém dwoc
v0 s6 cac vi khach mudn di tim cua la va chi can doa sé goi dién vé cho cac
ba vg la téi c6 ngay tén tudi cda tat ca bon ho. Bén cudi tuan t6i da thuc
hién téng s6 hai muwoi hai vu bat gitt, bay trong s6 dé la cac vu nghiém
trong. Va toi bat dau c6 danh tiéng, thi danh tiéng dé thit l1ong diing cam
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cla toi, dé bu dap cho nhitng gi can lam ma t6i né tranh, dé khién cho bon
canh sat cam ghét toi phai sg.

T6i bat song Willy Brown di ra khoéi quan bar Lucky Time. T6i néi: “Me
may dang mut mat mét thang mat tham dé tién day, thang da den.” Willy
gady sy vOi tdi ngay 1ap tirc. Toi cling chang ngai gi ma khong cho han biét
sttc manh ctia minh. Khi cudc du da chdm dit thi rang ctia Brown bi bay ra
dwong miii. Hai canh sat di bén mé kia dwong phd chitng kién toan b sw
viéc.

Roosevelt Williams, thang hiép dam, phe gai, luén lach phap luat con
dang so hon. To6i méi chi néi: “E, thing khén,” va ngay lap tic hin chui
lai: “May la thang da trang loan luan” va ra don vdi toi tredc. Téi ddm nhau
tay bo v6i han khoang mot phut, han khée hon va da cé lic t6i nghi dén
chiéc dui cui. Cubi cung téi dp dung cach di chuyén cua Lee Blanchard,
nguoi lac lv 1én xuéng va bop, bop, bop, bop, ci dam cudi cung dwa han
1én may con to6i thi phai vao bénh xa cua Poi vi gay hai ngon tay.

Ngoén tay lanh lai va toi con hai cai tén trong danh sach, Crawford
Johnson va thang anh trai Willis caa han, diéu hanh mét song bac gian 1an
ngay trong phong nghi ctia nha thd Reedeemer Baptist & goc duwong s6 61
va duong Enterprise, ngay canh nha hang ma canh sat Newton thuwong dén
an véi gid chi bang mot nira gia ban cho nguwdi dan. Khi t6i budc vao Willis
dang chia bai, thdy t6i han nghéch mat 1én héi: “Gi day?” t6i dung dui cui
phang ludn vao tay han lam bai bay ti tung. Crawford dinh thoc tay vao
héng nhuwng chiéc dui cui caa t6i da kip thoi vé hiéu héa khau 45 cé gan
ong ham thanh cta han. Hai anh em han lao ra ctta réng 1én nhw nhitng con
tha bi thwong, t6i nhat khau sing va cho may tay co bac con lai 6m tién vé
nha. Budc ra ngoai to6i thdy mot dam canh sat dang ngoi ngay trén via he
nhom nhoam nhai banh sandwich nhin hai anh em nha Johnson 6m tay
chay. T6i hét 1én: “Co nhitng thang khong thich dugc lich sy!” Mot thang
trung Uy gia cling gao lén titc t6i vGi t6i. “Bleichert, cu la chang da trang
danh dy!” T6i biét han da da déu toi.

https://thuviensach.vn



Vu hai anh em thang Johnson gitip t6i c6 thém chut danh tiéng. Pam
canh sat dong nghiép cé vé gan giii t6i hon vi t6i la con thiéu than da hy
sinh vi Igi ich cida ho da lam thay phan viéc cta ho. Du sao t6i van ¢6 cam
giac minh lai l1a ngwdi noi tiéng.

T6i dugc tron ven 100 diém trong ban bao cdo thang dau tién cta minh
va thugng dy Getchell thuwdng cong bang viéc thay cho t6i chiéc xe tuan tra
khac. Do 1a kiéu thang tién gia hiéu va nhitng con ngwoi lam no cling vay.

Co tin don Slausons va Chopper dang di lung suc t6i bao thu va néu hai
thang nay khong tim thdy thi Crawford va Willis Johnson sé vao cudc.
Getchell muon t6i lanh mat mot thoi gian dé tranh nguy hiém vi vay anh ta
ct toi 1én khu vie phia Tay, giap ranh vdi khu vie thudc pham vi kiém soat
cua Boi khac.

Khu vye phu trach méi nay lai qua nham chan doi véi t6i. Nguwoi da den
sinh song xen lan vdi nguwoi da trang, noi day toan tap trung nhitng nha may
nho va ngudoi dan cling khong song trong cac khu nha 6 chudt. Co 1é viéc
tha vi nhat 1a bat may ga tai xé say ruwgu, hay dam gai diém di nhd xe m6to
dé tim co hdi méc tdi ngudi ta kiém tién di mua ma tdy. T6i chan ngay véi
cong viéc sudt ngay chi di ghi vé phat nén chd y dén nhitng hanh dong bat
thwong. Cac ctra hang an phuc vu khach ngoi trén xe dang moc 1én &
Hoover va Vermont, mét kiéu phuc vu hién dai, nguoi ta c6 thé ngoi trén xe
vlra an vira nghe nhac phat ra tir doi loa gan bén cita s6 xe. Toi dau hang
gio trvdc cac ctra hang d6 nghe nhac bibép cia hang KGFJ, mday thu phat
hai chiéu luén van nho nhwng khong tat di dé phong cé viéc gi khan cap toi
van nghe dugc. Toi ¢t ngoi dé nghe nhac, theo doi bon gai diém da trang,
bung tham bado da néu toi thady bat cit & nao nhin giong Betty Short t6i sé
néi véi ching rang goc duong s6 39 va duong Norton cach day khong xa.

Nhung gai diéfm ¢ day toan dan da trang toéc nau cha c6 gi dang chu vy,
chi khi cudn s6 vé phat cta t6i con qua day t6i mdi so dén bon ching. Tuy
nhién, ho ciing la phu nt, ciing la thit dang dé t6i nghi dén khi khéng con gi
dé nghi, ciling la sy thay thé chap nhan dwgc cho c6 vo cta téi & nha va co
nang Madeleine van vat 16n vdi bon linh thuy & nha tro trén duong so 8 kia.
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T6i chgt ndy ra y nghi ngong cudng la tim c6 4 nao trong giong Thuwgc
dwgc/Madeleine dé gidi sau, nhung roi t6i lai phai x6a bé ngay y nghi do -
lam nhw thé cha khac gi Johnny Vogel véi Betty ¢ khach san Biltmore.

Hét ca lam Iic niva dém, t6i thwdng cam thay rat byc boi, khong mudn vé
nha ma cung chang muon ngu. Thinh thodng t6i di xem phim, c6 khi thi
vao cau lac bo nhac jazz. Vao thoi gian dé nhac trit tinh dang dugc wa
chudng va chi can c6 thém mot ly rwgu la téi c6 thé ngobi t6i sang mdi vé
nha trong trang thai ra roi - chi mot lat trede khi Kay thite day di lam buoi
sang. T6i ngu mé mét, cha con dau 6c ddu ma mo mong.

Nhung cling c6 déem rugu va cong viéc khong quat nga dwgc minh thi toi
mo: bic tranh thang hé cudi ctia ba Jane Chambers, thang dién Joe
Dulange dap gian, Johnny Vogel cung véi & gai diém kia va Betty cau xin
toi lam tinh v&i c6 dy néu khong thi tha giét c6 dy di, diéu d6 khong quan
trong. Va diéu to6i té nhat dén véi toi khi toi thirc day chi c6 mGt minh.

Thé r6i mua he cling dén, t6i lai ngu trén ghé bang. Nhitng dém oi bitc
toi phai di tuan & khu vuc phia Tay gom c6 dwong Royal Flush va Bido
Lito’s, dwong Hampton Hawes, Dizzy Gillespie, Wardell Gray, va duong
Dexter Gordon. T6i lao vao hoc tap chuan bi cho ky sat hach 1én trung ty
va quyét dinh di thué mét phong tro trong khu virc minh phu trach dé & tam
cht khong vé nha vdi Kay nita. Néu khong phai vi bong ma cua thang
nghién rwgu kia thi t6i da song vinh vién & nha tro do.

To6i dau xe trude cira hang Duke theo doi mot nhém may c6 a nhin c6 vé
14 loi ditng cho bén xe buyt chi cach d6 khoang 10 yard. T6i da tat may lién
lac hai chiéu, trong xe chi con tiéng nhac rén ri ctia ca sy Kenton. Khong
khi &m thdp lai khéng c6 gié khién bd sac phuc ct dinh vao ngudi, da mot
tuan nay to6i chwa bat nguwdi nao trong khi may c6 bé kia lién tuc mai vay xe
cd di qua. T6i ngbi nhin dong ho xe, nghe nhac va quanh quan véi y nghi
khong biét c6 tobm c6 mdy co a kia dé kiém tra xac minh thong tin ca nhan
hay khong. Pung lic d6 xuat hién mot 1do gia nghién rugu gay gio xwong
mot tay dat con ché con mot tay chia ra an xin.
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Pbam con gai khong lac lw madi goi khach nita ma ding néi chuyén véi
ong ta, tiéng nhac trong xe t6i dot nhién trd nén chat chia khi khong c6
dong tac hoa nhip cia bon ho. T6i nhay deén, ldo gia nheo mat chi tay vé
phia toi t6 thai do. Toi budc ra khoi xe va ngay lap téc lao gia nga vat
xuong dat, giong hat ctia Stan Kenton van vang lén trong xe.

Lién tuc cac ci ddm va thoi, ddam con gai kéu ré lén, 6ng gia can nhan
nguyeén raa chtri bdi. Pau t6i lung bung, mui thit thoi trong khu nha kho lai
phang phat dau d6 mac du t6i biét khéng phai nhw vay. Cudi cung lao gia
kia cting phai khoc 16c van xin. “Xin anh, t0i xin anh.”

T6i ldo ddo budc dén cho bot dién thoai & goc dudong nhét vao d6 mot
dong xu va quay s vé nha. Mudi hoi chudng, khong thdy Kay dau. Chang
kip phan van t6i quay so6 nha Sprague. Giong nang xuat hién: “Xin chao,
nha Sprague xin nghe?” T6i lap bap khong biét noi gi. “Bucky? Co6 phai
anh Bucky khong?” Lao gia ban nady lai 1om com bo vé phia t6i, toi rit may
t0 do 1é quang cho lao ta. “Pén di anh. Moi ngudi dang & Laguna hét roi.
Chung ta sé lai nhu...”

T6i bd ludn 6ng nghe, ldo gia van dang 16m coém nhat n6ét may to tién
con lai. T6i lai xe quay lai khu cong vién Hancock, chi lan nay thoi, chi vao
nha d6 mot lan duy nhdt nay nita thoi. Toi go ctra va ngay lap tic
Madeleine xudt hién trong b6 vay bang lua den, toc bui gon gang bang cap
mau vang. Toi lao dén nhung Madeleine lui lai, kéo t6c xda xudng vai.
“Khong, chwa duge. Em phai hoc tap anh maéi dugce.”

https://thuviensach.vn



PHAN IV

ELIZABETH
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Chuong 29

Gan mot thang nang nong nan tiép don toi.

Emmett Ramona va Martha di nghi ca thang 6 & hat Orange, Madeleine
0 lai mot minh trong coi khu nha ¢ duwong Muirfield. Ho c6 mot ngoi nha
riéng nam ngay bo bién, ching to6i tha ho ving vay trong ngoi nha c6 t6i
hai mwoi hai phong nay, khac han nha tro Red Arrow va ngdi nha mua
duoc tr tién an cwdp cua Lee Blanchard.

Phong nao ching toi cling thit, nhitng bo khan va ga trai giwvong bang to
va théu kim tuyén bi vo nhan nheo. Phong ngt nha ho toan treo cac kiét tac
cta Picasso va nhitng chiéc binh hoa c6 tir thdi nha Minh bén Trung Quéc
tri gia hang tram ngan do6 la. Budi sang chung t6i ngu day mudn, chiéu lai
di ngti s6m trwedc khi t6i ra khu vic phan cong lam nhiém vu, tdi cdm thay
rdt oai phong truéc mat nguwsi dan xung quanh moi khi mac bo sdc phuc
chinh té budc ra xe di lam.

D6 1a kiéu ngwdng mo cé cht gi dé hoi ghen ghét véi nhitng thit ma ho
khong c6 dugc. Madeleine giai thich nang muon gia Thwoc dugc den la dé
kéo t6i quay trd lai, nang nhan ra toi ngoi trong xe budi t6i hém dé va biét
chac chan rang khong sém thi mudn toi cling bi Betty Short cuén huit.

Nang thay ddi ngoai hinh ngay khi gdp lai t6i lan dau. Mai téc lai trg vé
mau nau dam nhu xwa, chiéc vay den b6 nguwdi cling khong con nita. Téi sg
nhat y nghi phdi ra di hodc phéi cau xin nang. Madeleine xoa diju t6i bang
cau an ui: “Cé thé mdt ngay nao d6.” Va cau chuyén cia ching t6i lai tim
dén diém chung la Betty.
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T6i hoi chuyén, nang tim canh chuyén chu dé. Tt dé ching t6i khong
con dé cap nhitng gi ma mot trong hai ngwdi khong muodn nhac dén.

Madeleine néi nang la con nguwdi rat ngoan ngodn dé bdo, Betty chi la
loai tac ké hoa cé thé bién thanh bat ky ai va cé thé chiéu chudng bat ky ai.
Nang tré thanh vat can 16n nhat doi vGi cong viéc cua t6i, tach tbi ra khai
nhitng nguwdi than xung quanh, nang la con nguwdi bi an ma téi phai kham
pha day da. D6 la vién canh cudc doi duy nhat ma t6i con mudn huwdng tdi
mac du rat tré tréu.

Sau chuyén vé Betty, tdi quay sang hdi nang vé gia dinh nha Sprague.
Toi khong néi véi Madeleine 1a toi biét Jane Chambers ma chi gian ti€p dé
cap nhitng diéu ma toi biét dwgc. Madeleine n6i Emmett hoi lo ngai vé tinh
hinh nhitng day nha & khu Hollywoodland, rang thai do6 huénh hoang va
viéc ba ta thich nhitng cu6n sach rat ky la va nhitng hiéu biét ctia ba ta vé
thoi ky trung c6 chang qua chi la nhitng viéc lam “ctia mot con nghién - ba
ta c6 rat nhiéu thoi gian lai c6 hiéu biét rong vé y hoc.” Sau mot 1at nang
cling bat dau thdy nghi ngo nhitng gi t6i to mo. Tat nhién la toi néi doi va
tang 10 khéng biét t6i sé ra sao néu tat ca nhitng gi tdi cé trong qua khir
bong roi xa.
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Chwong 30

Lai xe vao nha toi thady mét chiéc xe tdi nho dang dau va dé dac cta Kay
da dong thanh cac hop xép ngoai ctra. Vay la da cé chuyén xdy ra sau
nhitng ngay toi di tim cua la.

Toi dirng xe canh chiéc xe tai kia va chay véi 1én cau thang, mui nuéc
hoa cua Madeleine van phang phat dau d6. Chiéc xe tai n6 may chuan bi
chay ra, toi hét to: “Nay, khi gio, quay lai day da!”

Ga tai xé chang them dé y dén 10i toi, cé tiéng ndi ti trong nha vong ra
lam t6i khong them chd y dén ga tai xé kia nita. “To6i khong dong gi dén do
dac cua anh dau. D6 dung trong nha anh gitr 1ay ma dung.”

Kay mdc 4o khoac Eisenhower va vay bang vai tuyp, ding nhu lan dau
tién t6i nhin thdy nang. T6i n6i: “Em yéu”, va thac mac khong hiéu tai sao.
Co vo chang ngan ngai: “Anh nghi rang t6i dé cho chong minh di su6t ba
tuan ma khong hanh dong gi hay sao? T6i cho tham t theo d6i anh day. Co
ta giong hét con bé khi gi6 da chét kia, anh chi cé thé di véi no théi, t6i thi
khong.”

Giong noi lanh lung va 4nh mat rdo hoanh cia Kay con dang sg hon
nhitng gi nang dang néi. T6i bat dau cam thay run ray, bat an. “Em yéu, khi
that...”

Kay cang gian dit hon. “D6 di bom. D6 hén nhat bénh hoan.”

To6i cang run ray hon, Kay noi xong quay ra xe. T6i lai thdy cé mui nuéc
hoa ctia Madeleine dau do6 va buéc vao nha.

D6 dac trong nha van con nguyén nhung quanh ban an khong con ba cai
ghé nita, quan 4o trong tu cling khong con. Chiéc dém trdi trén ghé bang

https://thuviensach.vn



cta t6i van con do6 va dugc trai rat phang phiu nhw chuwa ¢6 ai ngu trén doé
bao gig. Chiéc may nghe hat cua t6i van nam canh 10 swdi nhung bo dia cta
Kay thi khong con nita.

T6i tim chiéc ghé Lee van ng6i ném lu6n vao twong, bé ca chiéc ban an
ném vao ctra s6 phia trwdc, dd may miéng tham trai nén thanh dong sau dé
tim bta di vao nha tam dap nat tat cd moi thit. Khi hai tay dd moi nhtr va
khong con gi dé pha toi 1ay sac phuc va khau 45 di ra dé cira m& cho bon
nhdt rac dén don dep.

Céc thanh vién trong gia dinh nha Sprague sap quay lai Los Angeles nén
t06i chang con chd nao khac dé dén ngoai khach san El Nido. T6i chia phu
hiéu cho anh 1€ tan va thong bao t6i 1a ngudi mdi dén thué. Vai gidy sau t6i
da ngwi thdy mui thudc 14 moc cia Russ va mui whisky ltia mach den cda
Harry Sears. T6i ngac nhién vo cung khi thay anh Elizabeth Short dan khap
bon birc twong can phong khi c6 con song va toi chét lang ngwoi khi nghi
dén nhitng gidc mo ctia minh va xac chét bj cat doi & khu dat trong kia.

Va t6i biét minh phai lam gi ngay lap tic. T6i 1dy cac tap ho so viit trén
giwvong xép vao ta va 1ot hét chan dém. Nhitng bitc anh Thwoc duwge dugc
dan trén twong vi vay khong kho khan may khi dung chan dém phu kin
hoan toan chung lai. Xong dau do toi lai xe di.

Thay trong mot ctra hiéu c6 bo téc gia mau den dinh cap mau vang toi lai
run sg. T6i lai xe dén quan bar Firefly Lounge, hy vong né van con duwgc
phép hoat dong.

Liéc mat nhin qua vong trong toi biét ngay la n6 con hoat dong. T6i goi
hai chai Old Foster va ng6i nhin tritng tri'ng may co gai dang tim tum
ditng quanh quiy bar. Anh sang tir nén nha chiéu lén ngudi bon ho, mdy co
gai do 1a thit duy nhat dugc chiéu sang ¢ day.

T6i ngdi uong va nhin ho. Pung la nhitng & gai diém dac trung trong
nhitng b kimono h& hang. Téng s6 c6 nam 4, tdi thdy bon ho vira hut
thudc vira kéo bo vay cho hd hang hon. Khong c6 ngwoi nao ngoi gan cho
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t0i. Lic sau mot c6 buwdc 1én buc danh cho ban nhac va chép chép mat vi
chéi sang va di chan lam dau s6 8 trén san nha.

T6i bung tay goi ngudi phuc vu quay va cau ta mang dén mot chai khac,
t0i nam tay cdu ta hoi: “Co bé mac ao hong kia bao nhiéu néu dwa vé cho
toi khoang mot gio?”

Anh chang thé dai: “Thwa anh, ching t6i c6 ba phong ¢ day. Cac c6 ay
khong thich.”

T6i lam anh ta ngdm miéng ngay 1ap tirc bang t0 nam muwoi d6 la mdi
tinh. “Anh la trvong hop ngoai 1€. Nhé rong lwong vGi c6 ay nhé.”

T& nam muoi do bién mat cung véi ga phuc vu. T6i rét day ly va tu hét,
sau d6 mot ltic sau thi c6 ngudi dén vo vai.

“Chao anh, em la Lorraine.”

T6i quay lai. Nhin gan mdi thay c6 & cling kha wa mat. “Chao Lorraine.
Toi la B...Bill.”

Co6 & nhan nhg. “Chao anh Bill. Anh c6 mu6n di ludn khéng?”

Toi gat dau va Lorraine bwdc ra truedc t6i. Ra ngoai anh sang to6i mdi
nhin rd nhitng vét seo trén canh tay va dwong nét cuia c6 4. Co bé ngoi vao
xe t6i m@i thady mat co ta mau nau, va khi c6 ta dat tay lén tap-16 xe t6i mai
thdy diém duy nhat giong Betty Short ctia c6 nang nay la nhitng moéng tay
dwoc nhudm mau.

Nhuw thé cling da 1a qua du roi.

Chung t6i quay lai khach san El Nido, léen phong ma khong noi chuyén
mot 10i. T6i m@ cira va ditng sang bén nhuwong 16i cho Lorraine budc vao,
c6 nang dao mat nhin t6i cé vé ngac nhién nhwng lai ngay lap tirc lam dong
tac nguyt bao hiéu cho toi biét diy chang qua chi 1a mot dong mai dam. T6i
khoa ctra, 1ay bo téc gid dwa cho c6 nang va néi. “Cdi quan ao va doi vao
di.”

Lorraine bu@c tranh sang mot budc cai giay. Toi budc lai dinh kéo khoa
vay giup co6 ta nhung Lorraine doan dugc y dinh nén lanh sang tw lam. Co
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nang quay lung lai phia toi cdi 4o 16t, quan 16t va doi bo téc gia 1én dau. “Y
twong nodi loan cua anh phai khong?”

Than hinh c6 nang khong c6 ché nao c6 thé coi la can doi ngoai trir bo
nguc. T6i cdi do khoac, vira dinh cdi that luvng thi &nh mat ctia Lorraine c6
gi do rat la khién t6i chu y. T6i nhan ra c6 nang sg chiéc cong tay va khau
sung t6i giat & that luvng. T6i néi thang rang toi la canh sét, lic nay anh mat
co nang trong cang giong Betty hon.

Lorraine n6i: “Anh sé khong lam dau...” T6i n6i: “Im lang nao,” va cam
bd toc gia chup 1én bd téc ndu ctia c6 ta nhung khong hé vira van can doi
chit nao. Toi thay Lorraine bat dau run, toan than c6 nang lay bay khi t6i
dung chiéc cap vang dinh 1én mai téc gid. Toi chi mubn sap xép lai b toc
dé cho co6 ta giong nhw mot dién vién hai chit khong phai hoan toan giong
nhu Betty cta toi.

“Nam xudng di.” Co gai vang 10i ndm thang cang, hai tay ké duéi dau.
Madi t6c gid mot nira nam trén dau c6 ta mot nira x6a xudéng goi. Biét rang
c6 thém nhitng birc tranh trén twong phu hoa thi sé rat tuyét voi, tdi kéo tam
ga phu xuong.

T6i nhin tring tritng bitc tranh va c6 gai hot hoang thét 1én. “Khong!
Giét ngwoi! Canh sat!”

Quay lai t6i thdy mot Betty Short gid & goc dwong so6 39 va duong
Norton nam ngay treéc mat minh. T6i lao 1én giwvdong dung tay bit mom va
de c6 gai xuéng giwong. “Chi vi c6 ta c6 qua nhiéu tén, va co thi lai khong
phai la co ta va cling khong ai giong co6 ta dugc, cit moi lan t6i muén quén
co ta di thi thang ban t6i lai phat dién Ién vi né nghi dita em gai n6 sé la co
ta néu khong bi giét.”

“Giét nguoi...”

Mai téc gia tudt roi xuéng giwong. Hai tay toi tim chat c6 c6 gai diém.
Va roi toi tha tay ra tir tit ditng day khong hé c6 y dinh lam dau c6 ta. Co
gai rat muon kéu nhung khong thanh tiéng dwgc. Phan c6 cho tay toi vira
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bép van han Ién nhitng vét dé. T6i ditng dva vao twong khong biét néi cau
nao.

CO gai nam xoa c6 anh mat lanh nhuv tién. Lic sau c6 ta ditng day mac
quan 4o va tién dén cho t6i, anh mat bay gio con lanh lung hon. T6i biét
minh sé khong chiu n6i anh mat do6 nén riat chitng minh thw va phu hiéu
canh sat Los Angeles ra cho co ta xem. Co gai mim cwdi va t6i cling c6
guong cuwoi dap lai. Co ta 14y tién va di ra, dong sam ctta phia sau khién
mady bitc tranh trén twong rung dong.

“T6i sé tom c6 han giip cd, han sé khong lam c6 dau dugc nita dau. Toi
sé bao thu cho c6. Chua oi, me kiép, t6i sé lam dugc.”
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Chuong 31

Chuyén bay vé phia Béng cat ngang bau troi xanh biéc va nhitng dam
may. Tui toi day tién 1é vira rit tir ngan hang. T6i xin nghi phép dén tham
nguwoi ban 6m ¢ Boston va thwgng ty Getchell cho t6i nghi mét tuan. Trong
cap toi c6 mot so tai lieu do canh sat Boston giti va ca tap ho so & khach
san El Nido t6i mang theo. T6i da c6 ban in cac két qua diéu tra va tam ban
do ndi thi thanh pho Boston trong tay. Khi may bay ha canh t6i sé dén ngay
Medford/Cambridge/Stoneham va tim vé v&i qua khit cta Elizabeth Short.

Budi chiéu hém qua, sau khi binh tinh lai t6i da quyét dinh phai mang
theo ho so, it nhat cling phai la mot phan. Xem lwét ho so mot lan nita toi
thdy cong viéc diéu tra & Los Angeles da di vao ngd cut va cang doc t6i
cang thdy bé tac. Néu cit ¢ lai Los Angeles thi c6 1€ t6i sé chi dung do vdi
Madeleine va Kay. T6i phdi ra di, va néu 16i hita cia t6i c6 y nghia gi do6
v6i E. Short thi t6i phdi di vé hwéng nha c6 ay. Cho du khong dat duwoc két
qua thi chuyén di ciing gitp toi tranh mat dwgc mot thdi gian va nhitng
ngwoi phu nit con song kia sé khong lam phién t6i nita.

No6i khiép sg trén khuén mat c6 gai diém van chwa phai trong dau t6i.
T6i van con thdy dau day mui nwdc hoa ré tién va nhitng 10i co ta ndi, ding
nhu nhitng gi Kay da néi trudc day, chi cé diéu co6 nang nay biét toi la ai,
mot & gai diém véi mot canh sat. Nghi dén o ta khién t6i c6 cam gidc minh
da di xudng dén day cudc doi va diéu dang mung duy nhat la t6i khong con
cho nao sau hon dé di.

May bay ha canh lic 7:35, toi la ngwoi dau tién di ra trén tay cam cuén
so6 nho va chiéc cap. Trong san bay c6 san xe cho thué, t6i chon mot chiéc
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Chevy di thang vé khu trung tam Boston.

Trong ké hoach cta minh, t6i sé dén nha me dé cua E. Short, hai c6 chi
gai, treong cdp ba, quan bar & duwong Havard Square noi c6 dy lam viéc
nam 1942 va nha hét noi c6 dy tirng dén ban keo rong nam 1939 va 1940.
Toi quyét dinh sé diéu tra ca Boston, Cambridge va Medford - nhitng noi
ma Betty ting ghé qua.

Boston c6 vé c6 kinh va hoi khac la. T6i theo bién chi dwong di qua cau
Charles River vao khu Cambridge, nha ctta & day rat sang trong, duong pho
day sinh vién. T6i ty tim dwong dén Havard Square, va diém ding chan
dau tién la quan bar Otto’s Hofbrau, mot day nha hao nhoang day mui thom
cua bap cai va bia.

T6i dau xe va budc vao. Phong cach trang tri bén trong rat giong canh
trong phim Hansel va Gretel. Cac khu an uong dugc quay thanh buéng nhé
boc gob c6 cac hinh cham trd, twong treo day cac loai coc vai uéng bia, nhan
vién phuc vu toan mdc vdy. T6i ddo mat nhin quanh cé y tim ngwoi chua va
thdy c6 mot 6ng kha ditng tudi ditng bén quay thu tién.

T6i budc lai va dot nhién c6 cdm gidc khéng nén xuat trinh phu hiéu cho
ong ta xem. “Xin 10i, t6i la phong vién dang mudn viét bai vé Elizabeth
Short. T6i biét co dy tirng lam viéc & day nam 1942 va chac chan anh sé cé
gi d6 muodn ké vai toi vé co ay.”

Chu quan noi: “Elizabeth la ai nhi? C6 phai la mot ngdi sao dién anh
khong?”

“Co 4y bi giét & Los Angeles vai nam trwdc. Vu an rat noi tiéng. Anh

4 »

co...
“T6i mua dia difm nay nam 1946 va ngudi duy nhat t6i thué tiép tuc lam
viéc ¢ day la Roz. Rozzie, lai diy anh nay mudn gap!”
Co boi ban béo i nhu con voi con mdc chiéc vay ngan v6 cung kéch
kdm. Ong chi quan néi: “Anh ndy 1a phéng vién. Anh &y muén néi chuyén
v&i c6 vé Elizabeth Short, c6 con nhé c6 ay khong?”
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Rozzie quay sang t6i mom van bung keo cao su né dom dop. “T6i da néi
v&i to Globe va to Sentinel cling nhu canh sat tir 1au réi va cau chuyén ciing
chi c6 thé théi. Betsy Short la chuyén gia danh v& dia, con ngudi mo twdng
hdo huyén. Néu khong phai co ta hap dan duwgc rat nhiéu khach thi chac
khong lam viéc dwgc & day qua mot ngay. Nghe n6i co ay thich nhitng
nguoi da tham gia chién tranh nhung t6i khong biét anh ban trai nao cta c6
ay ca. Cau chuyén chi c6 vay, va anh ciing khong phai la phong vién ma la
canh sat.”

T6i noi: “Cam on co6 da c6 nhan xét rat tinh t€,” va bé di luon.

Khu Medford cach day mudi hai dam va chi viéc di thang theo dai 10
Massachusettes la dén. Toi dén do thi troi da toi han.

Medford la thi trdan cong nghiép, khéi pha 1én tir cAic nha may bay mu
mit. Toi kéo kinh ctta s6 xe 1én cho d& bi kho6i am, nha ctra ¢ day xay chen
chiic canh nhau nhw ném c6i, cho nao ciing thdy c6 nha may san xuat rugu
gin. T6i di vao dwong Swasey noi c6 nha hat kia. T6i thit mé kinh cia s6
xe xem mui hoi bén ngoai da d& chwa nhung khong hé, kinh chan gié phia
tredc da bam ca mot 16p bui.

Qua vai day nha thi dén nha hat Majestic, mot kiéu nha xay bang gach
ddc trung cua Medford. Bang ron bén ngoai quang cao cac phim dang duoc
trinh chiéu Vwot qua khiing hodng vGi sy tham gia cia dién vién Burt
Lancaster va Cudc do kiém trén mdt troi v6i dan dién vién toan ngoi sao.
Phong ban vé khong c6 ai nén t6i di thang vao trong dén cho quay phuc vu
an nhanh. Nguwoi dan 6ng ditng sau quay lén tiéng: “C6 chuyén gi khong,
thwa anh sy quan?” Khong ngd ¢ day ma ngudi ta cling biét ro t6i nhu vay.

“Khong, khong c6 van dé gi cd. Anh la quan ly phai khong?”

“Toi la chua @ day, tén toi la Ted Carmody. Anh c6 phai sy quan ctia S&
canh sat Boston khong?”

T6i mién cuGng gio phu hiéu cua minh ra. “T6i la nhan vién thudc Sé&
canh sat Los Angeles. Chuyén lién quan dén Beth Short.”
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Ted Carmody khoanh tay 6m nguoi. “T0i nghiép Lizzie. Anh da tim
dwgc manh moi ké nao giét c6 dy chwa? Va tai sao anh lai dén day?”

“Ctt coi nhu t6i con ng Betty diéu nay di. Va t6i c6 vai chuyén muon hoi
anh.”

“Anh ct hoi di.”

“Thit nhat, t6i da xem cac bado cao ctia canh sat Boston va tén anh khong
nam trong danh sach nhitng nguwdi duwgce tham van. Ho da gap noi chuyén
vGi anh chwa?”

“Toi khong ndi chuyén vdi canh sat Boston vi ho coi Lizzie cha khac gi
c6 géi lang lo. Toi khong hgp tac véi nhitng ngwdi xau mom xau miéng.”

“Piéu do rat dang quy, thiva anh Carmody. Nhung anh da néi gi v6i ho?”

“Khong c6 gi khuat tét, t6i dam khang dinh nhw vdy. Vu Lizzie lam t6i
dau dén. Néu canh sat té thai do ton trong diing muc vGi ngwoi da khuat thi
toi da néi chuyén hét vGi ho.”

To6i bat dau cdm thdy chan ngan canh noi chuyén thé nay. “Vay thi téi la
nguoi rat biét ton trong. C coi nhw chuyén hai nam trwedc bay gio méi bat
dau va ké cho t6i nghe di.”

Cudi cung anh ta cling phai lén tiéng: “T6i da ké vGi ho co dy la nhan
lam viéc khong tich cwc nhung t6i khong dé y dén diéu do. C6 ay thu hut
rat dong thanh nién dén day va néu c6 bo trén mot lic vao xem phim thi
cling c6 sao? VGi mic lwong 50 cent mét gio, téi khong thé yéu cau c6 ay
cao hon.”

“Anh c6 biét gi vé dam ban trai ctia co6 dy khong?”

Carmody dap manh tay xudng quay. “Lizzie khong phai la con ngudi dé
dai. Cau ban trai duy nhat ctia c6 dy ma toi biét chinh la m&t anh mu va toi
biét do6 chi 1a quan hé ban bé. Anh c6 mudn biét Lizzie la con ngudi thé nao
khong? To6i sé noi cho anh biét ngay, t6i cho cau dy vao xem mién phi dé
duwgc nghe cac bé phim va chinh Lizzie 1a ngwdi thuyét minh cho cau ay
nhitng gi dang dién ra trén man hinh. Theo anh lam nhw thé c6 phai la con
nguoi lang lo khong?”
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T6i cam thdy titc anh ach trong nguc. “Khong, chac chan la khong roi.
Anh c6 nhé tén nguoi mu dé khong?”

“Tommy hay gi d6. Cau ay c6 mot can hd ¢ nha tro VFW Hall ngay phia
dwdi day nha nay. Néu cau ay ma la ké giét nguwdi thi chac toi c6 thé chap
canh ma bay dugc.”

Toi chia tay ra: “Cam on anh Carmody.”

Chung t6i bat tay va Carmody n6i thém: “Néu cau tim ra ké giét co ay toi
sé chang ti€c cau thit gi cd.”

T6i néi: “T6i sé tim ra,” va cdm thdy dwong nhw do la thoi khac dep dé
nhat trong cudc doi.

Nha tro VFW Hall & bén kia dwong, hoi chéch v&i nha hat Majestic,
cling xay bang gach, bui bam day. T6i di bo sang bén do, trong dau tham
nghi, n6i chuyén véi anh chang mu nay chi la dip dé nhac lai hinh dnh cda
Betty trong dau toi.

To6i di 1én tang hai va budc dén trwdc ctra phong cé hop thw gan trén
twong ghi tén T. GILFOYLE. T6i bam chudng va thdy c6 tiéng nhac vong
ra, trong nha t6i om. Sau d6 c6 mot giong nam gigi bén trong. “Xin 10i, ai
do?”

“Canh sat Los Angeles day, thva ong Gilfoyle. T6i dén vi chuyén lién
quan dén Elizabeth Short.”

Peén trong nha bat sang va tiéng nhac cham diit. Mot ngwoi dan 6ng kha
cao va béo deo kinh den buwdc ra moi t6i vao nha. Nhin anh ta kha sach sé
gon gang trong chiéc 4o thé thao ké soc va quan dai nhung ngdi nha thi lai
rat btra bon, bui dat bAm khap noi. Trén twong thinh thodng con c6 ca dam
rép bam.

Tommy Gilfoyle ndi: “Co giao Braille doc cho t6i nghe cac bai bao cta
Los Angeles. Tai sao ho lai néi xau co dy nhw vay?”

T6i gia b khéo 1éo: “Vi ho khong hiéu rd vé co dy nhu anh.”
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Tommy mim cuwdi va ngoi xudng chiéc ghé op ep. “Can ho cua tbi ban
thiu lam phai khong?”

Chiéc ghé bang vitt day cac loai dia hat, t6i gat mot sO sang bén dé co
cho ng6i xudng. “Co thé ho chi tim hiéu qua quyt thoi.”

“B0oi khi toi cling vay. Viéc diéu tra vé Beth lai nong 1én hay sao?”

“Khong, t6i tiy minh dén day. Anh hoc dugc cach néi ctia canh sat ¢ dau
day?”

“T6i c6 moOt cau ban lam canh sat.”

T6i phtii m&t con ran rat to dang bo trén c¢6 tay do. “Tommy, anh ké cho
toi nghe chuyén quan hé cta anh véi Betty di. To6i muon nghe nhitng
chuyén ma bao chi chwa nhac dén. Cang hay cang t6t.”

“Pay la chuyén riéng tu cta anh sao? Dai loai nhv moi thu truyén kiép
chang han?”

“Con hon thé.”

“Cau ban t6i néi rang canh sat ma ty y di diéu tra la c6 van dé day.”

T6i di mdt con gian dang bo duwéi chan. “Toi chi muén tom co tén giét
nguoi kia thoi.”

“Anh khong can phai khéo mom nhw vay. T6i mu nhung khong diéc. Va
cling khong phai vi mu ma t6i khong biét nhitng 16i nho ctia Betty.”

“Li gi?”

Tommy cam chiéc gay dé canh ghé. “T6i khong mudn nhac di nhac lai
chuyén dé nhung ding la Betty cé nhitng chuyén rac r6i nhuw bao chi noi.
To6i biét 1y do vi sao nhwng t6i khong muon béi xdu thém qua khit cia c6
ay. Va toi biét c6 lam nhuv vay cling khong gitp canh sat tim ra tén giét
nguoi.”

Anh ta dang phan van khong biét nén giit bi mat hay néi ra sy thue. T6i
lén tiéng: “Ci dé t6i ty danh gia, toi la tham ti c6 kinh nghiém ma.”

“0 do tudi nhw anh ma kinh nghiém dén thé sao? Nghe giong tdi biét anh
con tré. Cau ban t6i no6i dé trd thanh tham t¥ c6 kinh nghiém phai mat it
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nhat mwoi nam.”

“Me kiép, dirng vong vo nita. T6i ty dén day va t6i khong muon dén day
chi dé...”

To6i ngirng 10i ngay 1ap titc vi thay anh ta cé vé sg sét, tay dinh nhac dién
thoai. “Binh tinh nao, t6i xin 16i. Chi vi t6i da mét vi phai di ca ngay dai.”

Tommy c6 vé ngac nhién. “T6i ciing phdi xin 16i anh. T6i da e dé dé cau
chuyén phai kéo dai, nhw thé 1a khong lich sy. To6i sé ké cho anh nghe vé
Betty, vé nhitng nhwgc diém cta co ay.

“Co6 thé cac anh chi biét c6 ay la loai gai lang lo, ding la nhw vay. Cac
anh cho rang c6 dy cha cé tai can gi, cling ding. Beth doc cac v kich cho
toi nghe - dién lai tat ca cac doan nhung cho du la dién vién nghiép du cling
van phai khang dinh la c6 ay dién rat t6i. T6i da nghe tat ca nhitng 1oi don
do roi, anh c@ tin toi di.

“Nhuwng Betty lai viét rat gioi. Toi thwong ngoi xem phim bén nha hat
Majestic va c6 ay dién gidi cho t6i nghe. Co6 dy rat thong minh, va t6i
khuyén khich c6 dy viét kich ban cho phim nhuwng Beth chi thich lam dién
vién.”

“Tommy, anh néi anh biét 1y do tai sao Beth dé dai trong quan hé.”

Tommy thd dai: “Khi Beth méi khoang 16, 17 tudi, c6 hai thang da tan
cong cb ay & ngay Boston nay. Mot thang da hiép co dy con thang kia thi
chuan bi nhung mét anh linh thiy va mot thay thu da cé mat va téng co
chung di.

“Beth twdng vu hiép dam do lam c6 dy c6 mang nén da dén bac sy kham.
Bac sy néi co ay bi u nang buong tritng lanh tinh nén sé khong c6 con dugc
nita. Beth vo cung that vong vi ¢6 dy rat mudn c6 con. Co ay di tim anh
linh thily va anh thiy tha kia cau xin ho lam bo dita tré. Anh linh thuy thi tt
choi con anh chang thuy tha kia thi... di lai v4i Beth cho dén khi tau anh ta
roi cang di nwdc ngoai.”

T6i nghi ngay dén Joa Dulange. Han tirng nhac dén viéc Thuwgce dugc cé
mang va di kham bac sy thé nao. RS rang la chuyén nay khong hoan toan
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bia dat nhu trrdc day toi va Russ Millard da nghi - tham chi day con c6 thé
1a manh méi giai thich nhitng ngay c6 dy mat tich. Ong bac s§ nay it nhét
cling sé la nhan chitng néu khong néi la doi twgng nghi ngd s6 mot. To6i
noi: “Tommy, anh c6 nhd tén nguwoi linh thuy va nguoi thuy tha kia
khong?”

Tommy lac dau. “Khong. Nhung bat dau tir d6 Beth vo cung dé dai véi
canh linh trang. C6 ay nghi bon ho la nhitng vi cttu tinh ctia minh, ho c6 thé
lam c6 dy c6 mang, mot dita con gai bé nhé sé trd thanh minh tinh man bac
vi dai trong truong hop co ay khong dat dugce cai dich dé. That dang buon,
nhwng t6i chi nghe ¢6 dy nhac dén viéc trd thanh dién vién kiét xuat khi &
trén givong.”

Toi ditng day. “Chuyén gi da xdy ra giita anh va Beth vao thoi gian d6?”

“Chung t6i mat lién lac. C6 ay roi Medford.”

“Anh da cung cap cho t6i mét manh moi rat quan trong, Tommy. Cam on
anh.”

Tommy g0 chiéc gay xuong nén nha trong khi toi néi. “Vay thi anh di bat
tén giét nguwoi kia di. Nhung ding lam Beth ton thwong thém nhé.”

“T6i sé khong dé chuyén do6 xay ra.”
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Chuong 32

Vu E. Short dang la lai nong léen. Nhung chi véi toi thoi.

Sau hang gio di do hoi cac quan bar & Medford, t6i chitng minh dugc
rang Betty ding la c6 nang dé dai lang lo nhu 16i Tommy Gilfoyle néi. Nita
dem toi quay lai Los Angeles va goi dién ngay cho Russ Millard. Anh ta
dong y: Ong bac s§ ma gi ngudi Phap kia nhic dén rat c6 thé cé van de.
Russ noi sé goi dién lai cho bén co quan diéu tra hinh sy cia luc quan &
Fort Dix xin thém théng tin vé anh chang ha s§ quan bi sa thai nay, sau do
sé ctr mot nhom di diéu tra tit cd cac phong kham tap trung quanh khu vyc
khach san Havana, noi Dulange an nam vd&i Betty. Toi ggi y v6i Russ rang
tén bac sy rat co thé la tay hay la ca & cac quan bar, nguwdi chuyén nao pha
thai, hodac mot lang bam. Russ dong y va néi sé goi dién cho bén quan 1y ho
sOo ca nhan va nguén cung cdp tin cho anh ta. Russ cung véi Harry Sears
cling sé dich than di diéu tra trong khodng mot gio nita. Ching t6i phan khu
vuc: Trong khu gitta quan Figueroa va quan Hill, tv duwong s6 6 dén duong
sO 9 t0i sé phu trach; tr dwong s6 1 dén dwong so 5 hai nguwdi bon ho phu
trach.

Toi xé trom mot trang nién giam cua buu dién va 1ap danh sach: cac bac
sy y khoa hanh nghé hgp phap; thay thudc tri bénh bang dwoc thdo; nhitng
nguoi diéu tri bang tha thuat - bon hit mau nguwdi chuyén ban lwong tam
pham gia dudi vo boc “bac sy”. Cudn nién giam ciling c6 danh sach vai bac
sy san khoa va phu khoa nhwng ban nang cho t6i biét tay bac sy ma Joe
Dulange tim duwgc chi rat tinh ¢ chit han khong hé cé y dinh tr trudce 1a sé
tim mot bac sy dé tran an Betty. Sau khi da uéng Adrenalin®, t6i bat tay
vao viéc.
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Hau hét cac bac sy ma t6i gap vira mdi bat dau cong viéc trong ngay va
tat ca déu lich sy tiv chdi khi biét toi 1a canh sat. Va cling sau nhitng cudc
néi chuyén vGi ho ma t6i nhan ra tén 6ng bac sy ma thang nguwdoi Phap kia
tim dén phai c6 biéu hién mao danh gi d6. Ngon voi vang bita trua, t6i lao
vao tim nhitng tay bac sy gia dang.

T4t ca cac thay thudc tri bénh bang dwgc thdo déu la nguwdi Trung Quoc.
Nhitng ngudi tri bénh bang phwong phéap than bi thi nhw nita nam nira ni.
Tat ca déu c6 chung mot cau tra 16i la khong biét va t6i tin ho. To6i nghi
nhitng nguwdi nay chac chan sé khong dam nhan 16i dé nghi ctia ga nguoi
Phép kia. Vira dinh tiép tuc lung suc cac quan bar dé tim may tay bac sy
nghién rwgu hay lang vang & do6 thi con mét ap dén. T6i danh phdi quay vé
“ng6i nha” cua minh & khach san El Nido va chgp mat 20 phuit.

Trong long van tic t6i nén t6i khong ngu tiép ma co tap trung chap noi
lai cac sy kién. Lic d6 da la sau gio chiéu, cac phong kham chac dang déng
ctra trong khi d6 mudn kiém tra cac quan bar thi phai doi it nhat ba gio nita.
Russ va Harry sé goi toi ngay néu ho c6 tin tot. To6i lai mé ho so ra doc.

Thoi gian troi di, nhitng cai tén, ngay thang, dia diém ghi theo ngon ngit
ctia canh sat lam toi tinh tdo. T6i chot chu y dén mdt thong tin ma t6i da
doc qua hang chuc lan nhuwng bay gio méi nhan ra y nghia cuaa né.

D06 1a hai doan ghi chu:

Ngay 18/01/1947: Goi cho Buzz Meeks bdo anh ta goi dién tim hiéu xem
E. Short co6 tham gia dong phim véi hdng nao khong, Bleichert noi c6 bé
nay rdt thich tré thanh ngéi sao dién dnh. Khong dugc dé Loew biét viéc
nay - Russ.

Ngay 22/01/1947: Russ - Meeks khéng ndi gi cd. Qud toi té. Anh ta lo s¢
nén khong dam ndi gi - Harry.

Puogc cling cd thém chi tiét Betty thich dong phim dén gan d& khién t6i
thdy tinh tdo hon, hai doan ghi chd c6é ndi dung hoan toan khac nhau. T6i
con nhd cé lan Russ da no6i véi t6i anh ta sé tham van Meek, ngudi phu
trach an ninh cia hang phim Hughes va la “kénh lién lac khong chinh thirc”
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cta canh sat v6i cac hang phim. Vao thoi gian nay Loew dang c6 tinh gat
bé nhitng chitng c& cho rang Betty la con ngudi lang lo dé dai dé danh
bong thém hinh anh cua anh ta khi dwa vu an ra xét xit. Ngoai ra, trong
cu6n s6 nhé cta Betty cé nhac dén tén vai nguoi c6 lién quan dén phim anh
- nhitng nguwdi nay da duwgc kiém tra nam 1947 trong chién dich diéu tra tat
ca nhitng nguwdi dugc nhac dén trong cudn s6.

MGt cau hoi 16n duoc dat ra: Néu Meek thue sw kiém tra thi tai sao anh
ta khong phat hién ra it nhat 1a mot vai tén c6é dé cap trong cudn sb dia chi
kia va chuyén cho Russ?

Toi ra ngoai goi dién cho bén phu trach an ninh cia hang Hughes. Giong
mot c6 gai vang lén nhw hat. “Bo phan an ninh day. T6i co thé gitp gi dugc
anh khong?”

“Xin cho toi gap Buzz Meeks.”

“Xin 16i, anh Buzz Meeks khong c6 & van phong lic nay. Toi sé néi véi
anh ay la ai dang goi dén, thwa anh?”

“Tham t& Bleichert, canh sat Los Angeles. Khi nao thi anh ay quay lai?”

“Khi xong cudc hop ban vé ngan sach. Xin 10i, t6i c6 thé biét c6 chuyén
gi khong?”

“Co6 chuyén lién quan dén canh sat. Nho co ndi véi anh ta tdi sé c6 mat &
van phong anh ta trong nita gio nita.”

Toi gac may va 25 phut sau thi c6 mdt & khu Santa Monica. Nhan vién
bao vé cho t6i vao va chi luén phong bdo vé nam phia cudi mot day cac
khu nha chita may bay. T6i dau xe va xudng go ctra. Co gai ban ndy ra mé.
“Anh Meek néi anh doi & day. Anh dy sé di khéng lau dau.”

Toi budc vao con cod gai budc ra, nét mat c6 vé vui vi ngay lam viéc da
két thic. Twong can phong dan day cac bitc vé mday bay ctia hang phim
Hughes, nghé thuat quan sy bay gio chi dwgc xép ngang tam véi may mo
hinh vé trén hop ngii cdc. Van phong ctia Meeks nhin c6 vé kha hon: anh
cac phi céng vam v& téc hidi cia chup chung véi rat nhiéu cac tai t@
Hollywood - nhitng ¢6 dién vién hinh nhw t6i méi gap lan dau.
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To6i kéo ghé ngoi va vai phtit sau thi anh chang vam v& kia xuat hién, tay
chia ra ty nhién nhw phong cach ctia ngudi quan hé cdng dong chit khong
phéi anh chang phu trach bao vé. “Chao cau. Cau la tham tr Blyewell phai
khong?”

Toi ditng day bat tay, t6i nhan ra la Meeks cé vé ngac nhién khi nhin b0
rau da ba ngay khong cao va bé quan 4o hai ngay chwa giat cta t6i. “T6i la
Bleichert.”

“Tat nhién roi. Toi c6 thé gitp gi cho cau?”

“T6i c6 vai cau hoi lién quan dén mét vu xay ra trong qua khit ma anh da
c6 dip dwoc gitip do bén diéu tra &n mang.”

“Toi hiéu roi. Bay gio cau van lam bén dé hay sao?”

“Hién tai t6i la canh sat diéu tra phu trach khu virc Newton.”

Meek ngo6i xudng sau ban lam viéc. “C6 vé viéc nay hoi ngoai pham vi
cua cau dung khong? Co thu ky cua toi con noi cau la tham tr.”

Toi dong ctra va dirng ty lung len do. “Pay la chuyeén ca nhan cua t6i.”

“Vay da bao gio cau nghe ai noi canh sat ma tinh chuyén rieng tw thi co
ngay sé chét doi chwa?”

“Ho da noi vai t6i va toi cling néi vdi ho chang qua do 1a vi trach nhiém
v6i qué huwong. Anh da lam tinh véi rat nhiéu cac c6 dién vién dang 1én
dang khong, Meeks?”

“T6i da lam chuyén do6 vGi Carol Lambard. Toi sé cho cdu s6 ctia c6 ay
nhung c6 ay chét r6i.”

“Anh c6 lam chuyén doé véi Elizabeth Short khong?”

Meeks gian dit dé mat chi may to bao dé trén ban, nhung van khéng dau
nodi vé xao tra, gian doi. Giong anh ta khan dac. “Hinh nhw cdu da dwgc hau
dai qua mic sau tran dau vdi Blanchard phai khong? Con diém Short do6
chét r6i.”

To6i gat ao ra sau co tinh dé cho Meeks nhin thay khau 45 t6i mang bén
minh. “Dting goi c6 ay nhu thé.”
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“Puwgc thoi. Cit coi nhuw cau néi véi t6i nhitng gi cau muoén. Thé roi
ching ta thoa thuan va két thic ludn tro choi trude khi moi viéc vugt qua
tam kiém soat. Cau hiéu khéng?”

“Nam 1947, Harry yéu cau anh hoi bén cac hang phim nhitng ngwdi quen
Betty Short. Anh béo lai 1a khong c6 ai cd. Anh da néi d6i. Vi sao vay?”

Meeks nhat chiéc dao mé thw 1én. Anh ta vuot tay doc theo song dao roi
lai dat xuong. “To6i khong giét co ta va toi cling khong biét ai la tht pham
ca.”

“Anh phdi thuyét phuc dwgc t6i néu khong t6i sé goi cho Hedda
Hopper?! va ngay s0 bao sang ngay mai sé c6 bai. Anh thay tiéu dé nay thé
nao: ‘Ké theo déom an tan cia Hollywood c6 tinh dau chitng cé vé vu
Thuge dwge bdi vi...” Anh sé la nguoi phai dién not vao cho téi chwa noi
hét kia, hoac néu khong thich thi anh goi dién thang cho Hedda ma néi véi
co ay cling dugc. Anh hiéu khéng?”

Meeks van co té ra can dam. “Bleichert, cau dang tim nham ngudi roi
day.”

T6i rat khau 45 kiém tra lai dng ham thanh va buéng dan. “Khong, chinh
la anh day.”

Meek 1ay chai regu trén ban tw rét mot chén va noc hét luén. “Nhitng gi
toi c6 chi 1a mot manh méi duy nhat da khong con gia tri. Nhwng néu cau
qua can thi toi sé cung cap.”

Toi tim vanh co du dwa khau stung. “Me kiép, néi di.”

Meeks m& ngan kéo ban lay ra mét tap gidy. Anh ta doc lai mot lwot roi
xoay gh€ ngoi quay vao twong no6i. “Toi phat hién ra Burt Lindscott, phu
trach san xudt ctua hang Universal, c6 mot thang rat ghét thang ban Scotty
Bennett ctia Lindscott da noi véGi t6i. Scotty la tay phe gai va han cung cap
sO dién thoai nha riéng ctia Lindscott & Malibu cho tat ca cac cod gai tré
muon dang ky tham gia déng phim v&i hang Universal. Co6 gai tén Short kia
cling 1a mot trong s6 do6 va co ta goi dién cho Lindscott.
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“Phan con lai, nhitng cudc hen va nhitng chuyén lién quan khac thi chinh
Lindscott ké cho t6i. Dém ngay 10 thang 1, c6 gai nay goi cho anh ta tit khu
pho ch6 khach san Biltmore. Burt bao c6 ta tit miéu td vé minh va anh ta
thay thich c6 nang ngay. Anh ay néi sé cho co gai thir viéc vao sang hém
sau. C6 nang bao khong con cho nao dé & tam chd dén sang hom sau, vi
vay Lindscott goi c6 ta dén cho ¢ nhd nha minh - cau bé coi nha ctia anh ay
sé cho co ta an va giam sat co ta. Co gai kia di xe buyt dén Malibu va cau
bé gitip viéc - bi dong tinh - da giam sat c6 ta. Ngay hom sau, vao khodng
buoi trrra thi Lindscott cung véi ba cau ban than vé nha trong tinh trang say
mém.

“Pam ban kia nghi chac sé c6 tro hay nén cho c6 gai thtr dién doc mot
kich ban ma Burt bia ra. C6 ta dién khong dat va bi dam nguai kia tréu
choc, Lindscott dwa ra dé nghi: Co dy phuc vu bén ngudi bon ho, doi lai
anh ta sé cho c6 dy tham gia mot vai dién trong bo phim sap t6i. Co gai van
con tirc vi bi ho tréu nén trut con gian dé tra diia. C6 ay goi bon ho la do
muu mo6 phan boi khong xitng dang dé trd thanh nhitng nguoi linh. Khodng
hai ruGi chiéu hém do thi Burt téng c6 co bé ra khéi nha. Cau bé coi nha
nai c6 ta khdng con xu nao trong tuii va sé quay ra pho.”

Co6 nghia la Betty di bo hodc nhd xe ai dé ra pho sau do6 gap Sally
Stinson va Johnny Vogel ¢ hanh lang khach san Biltmore khodng sau gio
sau do. Toi noi: “Meek, tai sao anh khong bao cao tin nay?... Quay sang
nhin t6i di.”

Meeks quay lai vé mat c6 vé xau ho. “T6i da lién lac v6i Russ va Harry
nhung luc do hai ngwoi bon ho lai dang ¢ ngoai dia ban vi vay toi goi cho
Ellis Loew. Anh ta yéu cau t6i phdi bado cdo toan bd nhitng gi t6i phat hién
ra va de doa sé rit lai gidy phép bdo vé an ninh ctia téi. Sau dé t6i mdi biét
duworc la Lindscott la nhan vat quan trong cua phe Cong hoa va anh ta hita sé
ung hd Loew tranh chitc tredng ty vién cong td quan. Vi vay Loew khong
muon anh ta dinh liu dén vu Thwoc duwgce.”

T6i nham chat mat dé khong phdai nhin ngwoi dan 6ng tredc mat. To6i
nghi dén canh Betty bi ché giéu, phdi lam gai diém phuc vu bon ngudi kia
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va bi tong co6 ra duong. “Bleichert, t6i da kiém tra Lindscott, cau bé coi nha
va dam ban ctia anh ta. Ho déu la nhitng ngwoi biét tuan tha phap luat nén
chac chan ho khong phai la tha pham. Tét ca déu chi ¢ nha hoac ¢ cho lam
viéc trong khodng thoi gian tt 12 dén hom thit Sdu ngay 17. Khong ai trong
sO ho c6 thé la thu pham duwgc, va cho du ai trong s6 ho c6 gay ra chuyén
dé thi t6i cling khong phai chiu trach nhiém gi ca. T6i c6 bang chitng & day,
t0i s€ cho cau xem.”

T6i m& mat; Meek dang xoay mé& khoa chiéc két sat chén trong twong.
T6i noi: “Loew da trd anh bao nhiéu dé doi lay sy im lang?”

Meek noi ngay: “Maot nghin,” va co ram ngudi lai nhw sg bi ddm. Toi
kinh tdm dén mitc cha théem dong vao ngudi anh ta ma im lang bo di.

To6i da thu thip duwgc mot nira s6 thong tin gidi thich nhitng ngay
Elizabeth Short mat tich:

Red Manley tha c6 dy xudng khach san Biltmore lic chap t6i ngay thw
Sau, ngay 10 thang 1; E. Short goi cho Lindscott twt do va ¢ lai khu Malibu
cho dén 2:30 chiéu hom sau. Budi t6i c6 ay quay lai khach san Biltmore va
gdp Sally Stinson cung vGi Johnny Vogel ¢ hanh lang, lam tinh v&i Johnny
cho dén ntta dém sau do lai ra di va gap tén ha sy Joseph Dulange ngay
dém do hodc sang s6m ngay hom sau ¢ quan bar Night Owl - cach khach
san Biltmore hai day nha. Co ta ¢ d6 vdoi Dulange sau dé la khach san
Havana cho dén tan budi chiéu hodc bubi tdi ngay Chua nhat, ngay 12 thang
1, khi han dwa c6 ta di gap tén bac sy kia.

Toi 14i xe quay lai khach san El Nido nhung bay gio khong con thdy mét
nita. Bi qua mot bot dién thoai tdi chgt nhd ra: Néu Betty goi dién cho
Lindscott & Malibu thi chac chan thong tin con lwu lai & cong ty Pacific
Coast Bell2, Tham chi néu c6 ta c6 goi cudc nao khac nita vao ngay 11 thi
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Pacific Coast Bell cung van c6 thong tin lwu - ho can lwu thong tin cac cude
goi trd tién tredc dé tinh toan chi phi va gia ca.

Cha con nghi dén mét nhoc, td6i bam theo mé duwong, vuot ca dén do vé
khach san El Nido. T6i ddu xe canh mot voi nwdc va chay thang 1én phong
lay cudn sb tay. Vira dinh nhdy ra buéng dién thoai tra tién treGc ngoai
hanh lang thi chudng trong do reo lam toi giat minh.

“Toi nghe day?”

“Anh Bucky phai khong? Anh yéu, c6 phai anh khong?”

Madeleine goi.

“Nghe nay, anh chwa thé néi chuyén duwgc vdi em lic nay.”

“Chung ta c6 mot cudc hen ngay hom qua, anh quén sao?”

“Anh phai roi khéi thanh pho. Cong viéc ma.”

“Lé ra anh phai goi dién cho em. Néu em khong biét anh c6 ché dé dé an
nau thi chac em sé nghi anh chét r6i.”

“Lay Chua, Madeleine!”

“Anh yéu, em can gdp anh. Ngay mai nguoi ta sé thao tdim bién & khu
Hollywoodland va pha vai ngoi nha do cha em xay. Bucky, viéc nay la cua
thanh pho, nhung cha em lai mua cho dat d6 va xay nha ditng tén minh.
Ong dy st dung nhitng loai vat liéu xau nhét, va mot diéu tra vién caa Hoi
dong thanh pho dang xem xét viéc nop thué cia cha em. C6 ngudi trude kia
la ké thu ctia cha em gi¢ da tu ti¥ va dé lai cho Hoi dong thanh pho mét ban
t0 cdo cac tai san cta cha em...”

Giong Madeleine ct déu déu bén tai - 6ng bd gap rac roi, tim 16i dong
vién an Ui cta ong ban Bucky. Toi ndi: “Nghe nay, anh khong thé noi
chuyén dugc v6i em ltc nay,” va gac may.

Bay gio thi dung la t6i dang lam cong viéc ctia mot tham tit. T6i dé san
sO tay va but bén canh sau do trat hét s6 tién xu t6i tich bon ngay nay vao
may - khodng 2 d6 la, da goi bon muwoi cudc. Trwdc tién t6i goi cho nguoi
phu trach truc dém cua cong ty Pacific Coast Bell xin danh sach cac cudc
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goi tra tién trwdc thue hién tai cac may dién thoai & khu viwe khach san
Biltmore vao cac budi t6i ngay 10, 11, va 12 thang 1 nam 1947; tén va dia
chi ctia nguwdi nhan cudc goi va thai gian chinh xac dién ra cac cude goi.

T6i hoi hop cam 6ng nghe ditng doi trong khi ngwoi phu nit lam viéc,
cha thém dé y dén nhitng nguwdi xung quanh dang mudn vao goi dién.
Khodng ntra gio sau o0 ta l1én tiéng trd lai.

Trong s6 cac cudc goi dién ra hom 10/1 ¢6 s6 va dia chi cua Lindscott
nhing ngoai ra khong con gi dang nghi ngg. Tuy nhién t6i van ghi lai thong
tin. Sau do khi nguwdi phu nit bat dau doc cac cudc goi vao hom 11/1 - ding
vao thoi diém Betty gdp Sally Stinson va Johnny Vogel & hanh lang khach
san Biltmore: B6n cudc goi dén phong kham cac bac sy san khoa & khu
Beverly Hills. T6i ghi lai tén, dia chi va s6 dich vu tra 16i ban dém ctia ho
cung vGi cac cudc goi trad tién tredc thye hién sau d6. Khéng c6 gi dang chu
y nhuwng t6i van lwu lai. Xong xudi t6i bé tiép mot voc tién xu nita vao may
va goi dén khu vuc Beverly Hills.

Mat toan bo so tién xu doi ra to6i mdi dat dwgc muc dich ctia minh. T6i
néi vGi cac nhan vién tong dai la canh sat c6 viéc khan cap can gap, ho noi
may cho toi goi dén nha riéng ctia cac bac sy. Ho ctr thw ky dén van phong
kiém tra lai ho so lwu va goi dén khach san El Nido cho t6i. Toan b cong
viéc mat hai gio va cudi cung t6i c6 dwgc nhitng thong tin sau:

Vao lic chap t6i ngay 11 thang 1 nam 1947, “ba Fickling” va “ba
Gordon” nao dé goi dén bon phong kham béac sy san khoa khac nhau & khu
Beverly Hills xin kham thai. Nhan vién phong kham hen hg vao sang ngay
14 va 15 thang 1. Thuwong Gy Joseph Fickling va thiéu td Matt Gordon la
hai vi anh huing chién tranh ma Betty da hen ho va gia vo la két hon véi ho;
cudc hen d6 khong bao gio dién ra vi vao ngay 14 c6 dy da bi tra tdn dén
chét; va vao ngay 15 thi Betty chi con la dong thit bi cat xé vit & géc
dwong so 39 va duwong Norton.

Toi goi dién dén van phong tim gap Russ Millard, mot giong khan khan
nao dé nghe rat quen vang lén. “D4i &n mang day.”
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“Cho t6i gdp thugng uy Millard.”

“Anh ay dang dan d6 mot tu nhan dén Tucson.”

“Harry Sears cting di sao?”

“Pung. Cau thé nao, Bucky? Dick Cavanaugh day.”

“Rat ngac nhién vi cau con nhan ra giong toi.”

“Harry Sears néi v&i minh la cau sé goi dén. Anh ay dé lai danh sach cac
bac sy cho cdu nhung minh khong tim thdy. Cé phai ding la cdu can nhitng
thit d6 khong?”

“Pung, va toi can néi chuyén vGi Russ nita. Khi nao thi anh dy quay
lai?”

“Minh nghi phéi chiéu t6i mai. Minh sé goi cho cau & dau khi tim thdy
ban danh sach kia?”

“T6i di chuyén lién tuc. T6i sé goi cho cau.”

To6i goi cho may ong bac sy san khoa con lai nhung thong tin ho dwa ra
khong da do tin cdy. Toi quyét dinh ra ph6 tim 6ng bac s§ ban ctia Dulange.

To6i lan mo dén tan nita dém & cac quan bar quanh géc duwdng s6 6 va
dwong Hill, héi chuyén nhitng nguwdi lang thang & do, mua do uéng va cho
ho vai dong khi ho n6i ra nhitng thong tin nghe c6 vé logic.

Lai mot dém nita khong ngu, toi di hét quan nay dén quan khac, trong xe
lic nao cling md radio cho d& buén nga. Tin tic lién tuc dua vé vu
Hollywoodland, vu bé boi dat dai 16n nhat trong lich si. Cai tén Mack
Sennett va khu dat Hollywoodland cua 6ng ta chiém hau hét thoi lwgng
phat séng, mot nha hat & Hollywood dang chiéu lai cac bé phim hai cam
Keystone Kops do 6ng ta san xuat.

bén khoang thoi gian cadc quan bar déng ctra, toi thdy minh cling cha
khac gi Keystone Kops, rdu téc bo phd, quan 4o nhéch nhac. Con say ngdm
vao nguai, toi danh 1ai xe vao mot bai do bo khong va danh luon mot giac.
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Tiéng budc chan lam t6i tinh gidc. To6i lao v4i ra khdi xe di tim dién
thoai. MGt xe tuan tra cia canh sat dau bén canh khong biét tir lic nao, ga
tai xé€ nheo mat nhin t6i. C6 mét bot dién thoai & géc duwdong va tdi quay s6
goi cho Russ.

“Trung uy Cavanaugh, D0i an mang nghe day.”

“Dick, Bleichert day.”

“Pung ngwoi téi dang can néi chuyén. Toi tim thdy danh sach réi. Cau cé
bt chi ¢ d6 chwa?”

T6i lay cudn so tay ra. “Poc di.”

“Puoc roi. Pay toan la nhitng 6ng bac sy da bi thu hoi gidy phép. Harry
noi nam 1947 thi bon ho con hoat dong. Mot, Gerald Constanzo, dia chi
1841, dwong Breakwater, khu Long Beach. Hai, Melvin Praeger, s6 9661,
dwong North Verduo, khu Glendale. Ba, Willis Roach, ga Roach nay dang
bi quan thuc 6 trai cai tao Wayside Honor vi toi ban morphine...”

T6i giat minh nhé dén Dulange ké. “Vi vdy téi dwa Thuoc duwoc xubng
pho gdp 6ng ‘bdc sy diét gian’ dé. Toi nhét vao tay ong ta to muoi do la va
ong ta gid vo xét nghiém cho c6 ay.”

Co nén tiéng thd gdp t6i néi: “Dick, Harry c6 ghi lai dia chi cho 6ng bac
sy Roach kia bi quan thuc khong?”

“Co. S0 614 duong South Olive.”

Khéch san Havana chi cach cho t6i ¢6 hai day nha. “Dick, goi cho trai
quan thic Wayside noi vGi quan gido la toi dén ngay lap tic dé tham van
Roach vé vu giét Elizabeth Short.”

“Ché ma.”

“Qua cho ma.”
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T6i quay vé khach san tam goi, cao rau va thay quan do. Bay gid thi nhin
dang t6i da giong mot tham t& hon roi; hon nita, Dick Cavanaugh da goi
dién bao trwdc thi con ai dam nghi ngo toi nita. Toi di theo dai 10 Angeles
Crest 1én thang phia Bac trong dau tham danh cugc ty 1€ 50-50 cho viéc tay
bac sy Willis Roach nay giét Thuwgc dugc.

Khoang hon mot gio sau thi t6i c6 mat. Vién gac cong kiém tra chitng
minh va phu hiéu ctia t6i, anh ta con can than goi dién vao trong xac minh
roi mai cho to6i vao; khong biét anh ta dugc thong bao gi nhung thai do dot
nhién té ra 1é phép lam dong tac chao mai t6i vao. Canh cong budc thép gai
duwge ma ra, t6i lai xe thang vao tréc ngbi nha to xay theo phong cach Tay
Ban Nha phia tredc c6 mai lgp ngoi. Mot vien dai uy thudc S& canh sat Los
Angeles budc ra bat tay. “Chao tham t¢ Bleichert. T6i la tredng quéan gido
Patchell.”

Toi bat tay va dam nhe vao swon anh ta té vé than thién nhu Lee
Blanchard. “Rat vui dwgc gap anh, thwa tredng quan. Roach da dugce thong
bao gi chuwa?”

“Chwa. Anh ta dang ngo6i & phong tham van doi anh. Theo anh cé phai
anh ta giét Thugc duge khong?”

T6i budce di, Patchell di bén phai. “T6i cling chwa biét. Anh ta c6 diém gi
dang chu y khong?”

“BOn muoi tdm tudi, la bac sy gady mé bi bat nam 1947 vi ban morphine
cho cac sy quan cénh sat Los Angeles nghién ngdp. Anh ta bi két &n nam
nam va da thyc hién xong mot nam & nha ti Quentin r6i. Chiing t6i dwa anh
ta dén day béi vi bénh xa ctia trai dang can nguwoi. Bén quan ly trai giam
cling cho rang treong hop anh ta khong qua nguy hiém. Truwdc day chwa hé
bi bat 1an nao va chdp hanh an phat ciing rat t6t.”

Chung t6i ré vao mot ng6i nha thap xay bang gach nau, kiéu “nha cong
vu” dac trung cé hanh lang dai phia trudc, ctra lam bang thép cé gan sé bén
trén nhung khong cé tén. Bi qua mot loat cac ctra s6 lap kinh nhin mét
chiéu, Patchell nam tay t6i chi. “Day roi. Bac sy Roach & phong nay.”
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T6i nhin cham cham vao trong. Mot nguwdi do tudi trung nién dang nguoi
Xuwong xau mdac quan ao tu dang ngbi ¢ ban doc tap chi. Nhin 6ng ta kha
sang sua - tran cao 16t phét chit téc diém bac, mat sang, doi tay han 1én cac
mach mau nhu thwong thdy & cac bac si. Toi néi: “Anh c6 mudn ngbi day
theo doi khong, thva tredng quan?”

Patchell m@ ctra. “Khong nén bo qua co hoi nay.”

Roach ngang mat 1én va Patchell gi6i thiéu. “Béac sy, day la tham t&
Bleichert. Anh ay la ngwoi cia canh sat Los Angeles va muon héi anh vai
chuyén.”

Roach dat cudn tap chi xuéng - cuén Bdc si gdy mé nguoi My. T6i va
Patchell ngo6i do6i dién vdi 6ng ta, 6ng bac sy ban ma tiy néi: “T6i san sang
phuc vu,” giong noi kiéu mién Bong rat c6 hoc thic.

To6i vao thang van dé. “Bac sy Roach, tai sao ong giét Elizabeth Short?”

Roach cham radi mim cwoi. “T6i nghi cac anh phéi dén tim t6i ti* nam
1947. Keé twr khi biét tin Dulange khai ra chuyén dang buén do t6i luén nghi
cac anh sé dén go ctra bat ¢t lic nao. Thé ma phai hai nam ruGi sau chuyén
dé ma6i xdy ra.”

T6i bat dau cdm thdy ngudi ngira ngdy néng ran. “Khong cé sy lap lai co
dinh nao trong cac vu an giét nguoi ca.”

Dbiéu cwoi ctia Roach bién mat va thay vao dé la anh mat rat nghiém ttc,
tay bac sy déng kich nay chuan bi thong bao tin xdu day. “Thwa hai anh,
hém thi Hai, ngay 13 thang 1 nam 1947, t6i bay dén San Francisco va &
khach san Saint Francis, chuan bi cho bai dién van quan trong ctia t6i vao
toi thit Ba trong budi hop thudng nién cia Hoc vién gay mé My. T6i thit Ba
t0i c6 bai phat biéu do6 va dugc ctr lam phat ngon vién cho bita tiéc chia tay
sang hom sau. Sang th& Tw, ngay 15 thang 1, t6i & cung vdi cac dong
nghiép dén hét budi chiéu, t6i ngt cung véi ba vg cii cia téi & khach san
Saint Francis cd dém thi Hai va dém thit Ba. Néu cac anh mudn kiém tra
ct goi thang cho Hoc vién dé va ba vg cii cua toi la Alice Carstairs Roach &
San Francisco CR - 1786.”
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T6i néi: “Phién anh kiém tra thong tin d6 giup toi, thwa tredng quan.”

Patchell roi di, 6ng bac sy no6i tiép: “Nhin anh c6 vé that vong.”

“Ong gioi 1dm Willis. Bay gi® tdi muén nghe 6ng ké vé quan hé cta ong
v0Oi Dulange va Elizabeth Short.”

“Anh sé thong bao v6i Ban quan nguc la toi hgp tac vGi anh chir?”

“Khong, nhung néu 6ng khong noi toi sé bao bén cong t6 1ap ho so ong
Ve toi can trd viéc thuce thi cong 1y.”

Roach danh phai mim cwdi dong y. “Rat hoan nghénh anh, thra tham t
Bleichert. Chac anh biét rang t6i nhd rat ro va chi tiét nhitng moc thoi gian
va dia diém dé6 la béi vi vu c6 Short lién tuc xuat hién trén cong luan. Vi
vay, xin anh hay tin vao tri nhé cua t6i.”

Toi 14y s6 tay va biit ra. “Ong ké di.”

Roach bat dau ké: “Nam 1947 t6i tham gia ban thudc ngoai luong. Toi
ban chi yéu & cac quan bar cho toan linh xa vg. Chinh vi vay t6i gap ha sy
Dulange. T6i tiép can cdu ta nhung Dulange néi chi thich rwgu whisky
Johnnie Walker do ctia Scotland.”

“Ong gip anh ta & dau?”

“Quan bar Yorkshire House, gbc duong s6 6 va duong Olive, gan phong
kham cua t6i.”

“Tiép tuc di.”

“Po 1a hom thit Nam hodc thit Sdu gi dé trudc khi xay ra céi chét cia cod
Short. T6i da bat can dwa cho Dulange tdm danh thi€p cua t6i vi nghi rang
sé chang bao gio gap lai cau ta, nhwng t6i da sai.

“Pung lac do t6i dang ket tién nén phai nga lai phong kham. Chap toi
hém Chu nhat, ngay 12 thang 1, ha sy Dulange xuat hién trudc cita phong
kham cua t0i cung voi mot co gai kha xinh dep tén la Beth. Cau ta da say
xin kéo toi sang bén nhét vao tay t6i t0 mudi do la va noéi rang Beth rat
thich c6 mang. Cau ta nho t6i kiém tra nhanh va thong bao véi co dy tin do.
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“T6i nhan 10i. Dulange ng6i chd & phong ngoai. T6i kiém tra huyét ap va
bat mach cho Beth, sau d6 n6i véi c6 ay ding nhw vay. Phan ng cia co ay
rat la: vira buon vira vui. T6i dodn c6 ay muon c6 céi gi d6 lam bang chitng
cho théi lang cha ctiia minh va mét dita con c6 1€ 1a lwa chon t6t nhat.”

To6i thd dai. “Va khi tin c6 ay bi giét lan ra, 6ng khong dén trinh bao
canh sat vi 6ng sg sé bi 1o tady chuyén ban thudc chui?”

“Vang, nhung con hon thé. Beth xin goi dién nho. Toi dong y va co ay
goi cho ai d6 & Webster va xin dugc néi chuyén vGi Marcy. Co ay noi:
‘Betty day,” sau d6 nghe mot lic r6i lai néi: ‘Vay sao? Nguoi cé kién thirc
vé y hoc phai khong?’ T6i khéng nghe thdy phan con lai ctia cau chuyén.
Beth gac may va noi: “T6i c6 mot cude hen.” Co dy di ra chdé Dulange ngoai
phong cho va hai ngudi bé di. Nhin qua ctra s6 t6i thady hai ngudi chia tay
nhau. Dulange bién mat con Beth di sang bén kia duong s6 6 ngoi cho &
bén xe buyt. Lic dé khoang 7 gio 30, Cha nhat, ngay 12. Chi cé vay thoi.
Chuyén tiép theo chac anh biét r6i?”

T6i ghi n6t may nodi dung can thiét. “Chua, t6i chwa biét.”

“Anh sé néi vGi Ban quan ly 1a t6i cung cap cho anh manh mdi quan
trong chi?”

Patchell mé& ctra néi. “Puing nhu thé, thwa anh Bleichert. Ong 4y trong
sach”

“Me kiép.” Toi noi.

Lai mot quang thoi gian nita trong nhitng ngay Betty mat tich dugc hé 10;
toi quay lai khach san El Nido va lan nay la dé kiém tra cac so dién thoai
bat dau bang ma viing & Webster. Vira tim t6i vira nhé lang mang trong dau
sO dién thoai nha Sprague c6 ma & Webster. Xe buyt di Wilshire di qua
dwong cach nha ho c6 hai day nha, va cai tén “Marcy” ma Roach néi kia co
thé l1a anh ta nghe nham “Maddy” hodc “Martha” gi d6. Nhung thong tin
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nay cé vé khong hgp 1y - cd nha ho di Laguna vao tuan Betty mat tich,
Roach noi cé vé rat chac chan cai tén “Marcy” kia con toi thi da moi hét tat
ca nhitng gi ma Madeleine biét vé Thugc dugc roi.

Nhung v nghi d6 cit quanh quan trong dau nhw thoi thidc t6i muon tra diia
thai do hach dich nha ho. T6i van lat xem ho6 so, suy nghi va bat chgt phat
hién ra: Khi Lee Blanchard mat tich, nhitng tap ho so danh ma s6 “R”, “S”,
“T” mat tich. Cé thé ho so vé gia dinh nha Sprague nam trong sé6 dé.

Nhung lam gi c6 file vé gia dinh nha Sprague, Lee khong hé biét gia
dinh nha ho ton tai, t6i gitt bi mat hoan toan chuyén quan hé véi Madeleine
va viéc nang cé mdt ¢ quan bar danh cho cac lesbian kia.

T6i xem hét lai mot lwgt ho so, nguwdi va mo hoi. Khong hé c6 dau so
khu Webster nao xuat hién, va téi bat dau cam thay hoang hot: Betty ngoi
cho xe buyt & khu Wilshire Iidc 7:30 t6i ngay 12/01/1947, vay tay chao tam
biét Bucky, chuan bi lao vao ¢6i vinh hang. T6i nghi dén viéc diéu tra bén
xe buyt, héi tham tit ca cac tai xé l1ai xe trén tuyén do, nhung néu c6 anh tai
x€ nao dé ma nh@ la da cho Betty 1én xe thi ho cling phdi 1én tiéng khi nghe
thdy tin loan trén cac bao. T6i lai nghi dén viéc sé goi not nhitng so dién
thoai ma t6i hoi duge bén cong ty Pacific Coast Bell - nhung cling lai nhan
ra ho cha lién quan gi dén nhau ca - nhitng con s6 d6 khong gidi thich cho
toi biét duwgc la Betty da & dau vao thoi diém dé. T6i goi dién vé Doi cho
Russ nhung anh dy van & Tucson con Harry thi da quay vé kiém soat dam
dong & khu Hollywoodland. Khong hé c6 bat ky dau sé nao cua khu vuc
Webster trong ho so. T6i nghi dén y twéng kiém tra ho so kham bénh cta
bac sy Roach nhung lai gat bé ngay lap tic. Pay lai khong phai la cudc goi
trd tién tredc nhuw cac cudc goi thuwe hién ¢ khu khach san Biltmore nén
khong c6 thong tin luu lai.

T6i chi con thdy cdm gidc xau hdé buc boi: Phai tiv bd, dau hang sao?
Minh da coi mot ngudi dan ba tot la con nguwdi dé tién dam 0, con nguoi
minh da bi bién doi roi, nhitng 161 hita khi két thic hiép thi dau thi tdm &
nha thi dau Academy rot cudc ciing chi la nhitng 16i hdao huyén, sy sai lam
nhuc nha. Tam biét Betty, Beth, Betsy, Liz, tinh ban cua chung toi chi la sy
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Itra doi, gia ma ching ta ding gap nhau & géc duwong s6 39 va dwong
Norton, c6 thé nhu thé sé tot hon, gia ma ching t6i c6 thé chudc lai dugc
nhitng sai lam trong qua khi.

To6i di xuong lay xe bat coi hiéu va lao ra dwong véi hy vong dén va coi
hiéu sé giup toi di nhanh hon. Qua duong Sunset va duong Vine, giao
thong bat dau tac nghén: ca doan xe dang quay lén phia Bac & nga tw giita
dwong Gower va Beachwood. Tt dang xa t6i nhin thay tam bién hiéu cua
khu Hollywoodland da duwgc bac gian gido vay xung quanh, mot nhom
nguwoi nhin bé nhw con kién dang leo 1én dinh ngon Mount Lee. Chinh
khoédng thoi gian yén tinh cho dgi nay lam t6i binh tinh lai doi chut va t6i
tim dwgc cho can dén.

To6i ty dong vién minh 1a moi chuyén chwa phai da hét, toi sé 1ai xe dén
van phong Doi va dgi Russ, vdi hai nguoi chiing t6i sé lap ghép lai moi su
kién, tat ca nhitng t6i c6 thé lam lic nay chi la di ra pho.

Giao thong moi lic mot tac nghén thém - nhitng chiéc xe tai lam phim
dang lao lén phia Bac, cac xe muon di sang huwéng Tay va huéng Bong
khong hé nhiic nhich dugc chit nao. Tré con luén lach qua cac lan dwong
nhdt manh tdm bién khu Hollywoodland lam ky niém va truyén tay nhau
nhitng 14 truyén don. Toi nghe cé tiéng: “Keystone Kops & nha hat
Admiral! Khong khi rdt mat mé! Hay xem sy song lai than ky nay!” Ai dé
chia mot t& bdo vao xe t0i trén d6 chi c6 may dong chitr “Keystone Kops,
Mack Sennett,” va “Nha hat Admiral sang trong c6 diéu hoa khong khi,”
cung vGi buc anh bén dudi in hinh mot nguwoi nhe dang la hét.

Hinh anh Keystone Kops ditng gitta cac cot 16n trong cha khac gi nhitng
con ran can dudi nhau, phia sau ho la mét bitc twong vé day cac chit twgng
hinh cta Ai Cap. M6t co gai mdi 16n nam trén chiéc divang trai 16ng & goc
bén phdi cta bitc tranh. Bing la canh nén da xuat hién trong bo phim khiéu
dam cua Linda Martin/Betty Short.

Toi cd kiém ché dé ngoi im, ty dong vién minh rang mac du Emmett
Sprague biét Mark Sennett tir nhitng nam 1920 va da giup 6ng ta xay rat
nhiéu nha & Edendale, diéu dé khong c6 nghia la 6ng ta c6 lién quan dén bo
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phim khiéu dam quay nam 1946 nay. Linda Martin n6i bo phim do dugc
quay & Tijuana, gd Duke Wellington con gidu mat kia thi nhan da quay bo
phim nay. Khi dong xe bat dau di chuyén dwgc mot chut, to6i danh 1ai tap
ludn xe vao mé duwong bé ¢ do. Khi t6i dén mua vé & phong ban vé rap hat
Admiral, c6 gai ban vé giat minh ngac nhién va t6i nhan ra la nguoi minh
da wét dam mo héi, hoi thé phi pho.

Vao bén trong, diéu hoa khong khi lam t6i c6 cam giac dé chiu hon
nhung quan 4o thi lai lanh nhw nwéc da ap vao ngudi. Danh sach cac dién
vién xuat hién trén man hinh, sau d6 1a nhitng ngwoi phu trach bo phim. T6i
nhin tritng trieng khi thay cai tén “Emmett Sprague, trg 1y dao dién,” xuat
hién. T6i c6 nin thd chd xem bo phim dugc quay ¢ dau. Lic nay dén phan
10i gidi thiéu md dau ctia bo phim va t6i san sang don xem.

Cau chuyén ké vé Keystone Kops nhung duwgc than thanh hoa, canh hanh
dong duoi nhau, ném banh, ddu da. Nhitng hinh anh trong bo phim khiéu
dam xuat hién mot vai lan. Canh quay ¢ bén ngoai nhin giéng canh & khu
Hollywood Hills, nhwng khéng c6 canh quay phdi hgp trong ngoai dé
nguoi xem phan biét dugc canh d6 dugc quay trong truong quay hay & nha
riéng cda ai d6. T6i biét minh sé phai lam gi, nhwng van muén cé thém chi
tiét dé cang co cho 1ap luan vitng chac thém.

B0 phim rat dai, t6i ng6i run rdy vi quan ao lanh ngdm vao ngudi. Cubi
cung thi cling xuat hién dong chi* “Quay & Hollywood, U.S.A.,” & cudi
phim va nhitng gi to6i con phan van da dugc khang dinh.

To6i ra khoi nha hat va lic d6 méi nhan thdy minh roi khach san El Nido
ma khong kip mang theo khau 38 cong vu hoac khau 45, t6i di ngugc trén
via hé quay lai khach san. Vira vé dén phong thi c6 tiéng goi: “Nay anh
ban. Co phadi anh la sy quan Bleichert khong?”

Nguoi thué phong canh t6i dang ditng & hanh lang, tay cam 6ng nghe
goi. T6i vOi vang lao dén giat 6ng nghe ndi ngay. “Anh Russ phai khong?”

“Harry day. Toi dang ¢ cudi duong Beachwood. Nguoi ta dang thao d&
rat nhiéu nha va mot canh sat tuan tra phat hién ra mot can nha tam day vét
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mau. C...6 ca gidy gidi thiéu di diéu tra dia ban vao ngay 12 va ngay 13.
T...t0i con thay...”

Emmett Sprague s& hitu ngoi nha dé; va do la lan dau tién toi thay Harry
néi lap vao budi trwa. “To6i sé mang thiét bi thu thap chitng cé dén. Hai
muoi phut niva.”

T6i gac mady, lay ban tom tat vé Betty Short trong tdp ho so va chay
xuong xe. Prong da thong trd lai va tir xa toi thay hai chi¥ cudi cung cta
tam bién khu Hollywoodland da bi thdo di. To6i ré sang phia Déng vao
dwong Bechwood va chay thang 1én phia Bac. Vira dén noi t6i da thay mot
khu chang day thtrng c6 canh sat ditng ngoai canh gac, toi dau xe canh mot
xe khac va thdy Harry Sears buéc dén, phu hiéu gan trén nguc 4o khoac.

Hoi thé cau ta nong nac mui rwgu nhung khéng con néi lap nita. “Lay
Chua, may qua. Anh lam thué nay dugc giao giai tan bon lang thang trudc
khi ngwoi ta pha ngbi nha. Anh ta bwdc vao trong réi ngay lap tirc quay ra
tim t6i. C6 thé bon gai diém co ra vao cho nay tir nam 1947 dén nay nhung
t0i nghi cau van c6 thé 1ay dugc dau van tay.”

T6i cam hop dung cu va cung Harry buéc 1én doc doi. Bam céng nhan
van tiép tuc thdo nhitng ngoi nha & mé bén kia duwong Beachwood, bon ho
kéu am 7 1én vi phat hién ra gas bi ro ri. Xe cttu hoéa ddu ngay bén canh chia
voi rong vao khu d6é nat. May i, may xuc dau noi du6i nhau ¢ mé duwong,
canh sat tuan tra dang giai tan nguwoi dan dia phwong ra khéi khu vuc nguy
hiém. O phia truéc mit ching t6i, mot man kich vui dang dién ra.

Mot hé thong rong roc dwgc budc tir dinh Mount Lee xuéng cung vGi hé
thong dan dao do tir dwédi 1én. Chit “A” trong tdm bién Hollywoodland cao
t¢i nam muoi foot dang dugc duwa xudng trong khi cac may camera khong
ngirng quay, may anh nhdy lién tuc con cac quan chitc thi ditng udng
champagne chiic mirng. Bui bay t& tung; ban nhac cta truong cap ba
Hollywood ng6i san trén nhitng chiéc ghé gap cach chan rong roc vai foot,
va khi chit “A” kia cham xudng dat, ho lap tic ndi bai nhac “Chiic mirng
Hollywood.”
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Harry noi: “Pi duwong nay.” Chung t6i di vao con con dwong nhé day bui
dat dwdi chan ndi. Hai bén duong day dac cac tan 1a cay chia ca vao 16i di.
Harry di trie6c dan dwong, toi theo sau, bui cdy bén dudong quét ca vao quan
ao va mat toi. Leo dugc khoang nam muoi yard thi duong di thoai thoai
chay ngang suwon nii va ching toi thdy c6 mot dong nwéc nho rat nong
dang chdy. Canh do la mot ngoi nha nho xiu cita ma toang.

T6i budc vao. Twong hai bén dan day cac birc anh khiéu dam phu nit tan
tat. Nhitng khuén mat do dan ngdm dwong vat gia, nhitng c6 gai tré tran
truong da dé khé khan, hai chan giang rong nam nhin thang vao 6ng kinh
v6i anh mat rat hung bao. Du6i nén nha la mét tdim tham van con tirng 16p,
tirng 16p mau kho. Rudi bo nam chét day trong d6. Méang twdng phia trong
dan cac bitc anh mau nhw dugc cat ra tir cac tap chi vé phau thuat nao do:
Anh chup can canh cc b phan co thé con ri ddy mau, trén nén nha cé ca
cac vét mau bam thanh tirng giot va cac vét nho li ti, canh chiéc tham la
mot cay dén ba chan c6 bong chia xudng mat tham. T6i phan van khong
biét dién lay tir dau nén kiém tra cac thiét bi ctia cay dén va phat hién thay
c6 mot hoc pin. Goc nha c6 mét chong sach cling dinh day vét mau, chu
yéu la cac tiéu thuyét khoa hoc vién twdng nhw Thudt gidi phdu tién tién
cua Gray, va cudn Thdang cuoi ctia Victor Hugo.

“Bucky?”

T6i quay lai. “Di tim Russ di. N6i vGi anh ay nhitng gi ching ta thay &
day. T6i sé kiém tra ddu van tay.”

“Ngay mai Russ m@i & Tucson quay vé. Nhung anh ban nay, nhin cau
khong dugc khoe dau day...”

“Khi gid! Ra khéi day di dé t6i lam viéc!”

Harry chay ra ngoai, to6i nghi dén moi lién quan ctia nha Sprague va ong
George Tilden mo mong, ga an bam, con mot nha phau thuat noi tiéng
nguoi Scotland. “Vay sao? Ngudi co kién thitc vé y hoc?” T6i mé hop thiét
bi va bat dau kiém tra hién tredng va thu thap chitng cé.
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T6i kiém tra ti trén xuéng dudi. Ngoai nhitng vét bun dat con méi - chac
la vét chan cta Harry, t6i con phét hién thdy c6 vét day thitng nam bén duwéi
tam dém. T6i can than 14y nhitng vét bam trong giong thit ngudi con sot lai
trén do, dung mot tdi nghiém khac dung s6 toc dinh trén tdm dém. T6i kiém
tra vét mau kho rat ky dé phan biét mau sac nhwng tat ca déu c6 mau nau
dam va t6i lvu lai khodng chuc mau khac nhau. Gat may sgi day thing va
may bitc anh khiéu dam bén dwdi tam dém, toi thady co6 vét ing ctia dan 6ng
hién 1én trén vét mau; t6i do dac va lay mau long ban chan vao mot to giay
sach.

Tiép theo sé la cong viéc lay dau van tay. T6i rac bot Ién tat ca cac cho
tiép xuic, nhitng cho ngudi ta thuwong s vao hodc ty tay xuéng, toi rac ca
b6t vao gy va may trang dau ctia nhitng cudn sach viit trén san nha. Trén
cac cudn sach chi thay hién 1én cac vét soc, nhitng cho khac chi la vét ban,
vét gang tay va hai nhém dau van tay khac nhau. Xong dau do, t6i 1ay bt
khoanh tron nhitng con sé trén canh ctra, khung cira, va trén twong. T6i 14y
kinh Iip ra soi va vét dau van tay cua Betty Short duwgc phong to 1én du dé
so sanh.

Mot diém giong nhau; hai diém; ba diém - da dé lam bang chitng dwa ra
toa. BOn, nam, sau, va hai tay toi run lay bay khi biét chac day la ché ma
Thuwgce duge den bi hanh hinh. T6i dung dao 16t cd mang ctra c6 bon con s6
cho vao tii va lao dao bwdc ra ngoai. Toi thady cho ranh nwéc chady phia
trrdc va biét tén giét nguwdi kia da rira xac co ay & dau. Toi chd y dén mau
sac khac la cia mdy phién da nam canh dong nuwdc.

Mot chiéc gay béng chay, dau dap béng 6 mau nau dam.

Toi quay lai xe, trong dau nghi dén canh Betty con song vui vé hanh
phtic va chuyén tro v6i nhitng ngudi sé khong bao gio lira d6i c6. Pi qua
khu cong vién, t6i ngwdc mat lén va thdy tdm bién bay gid chi con la
Hollywood; ban nhac van dang choi. “Khong viéc nao giong viéc biéu
dién.”
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Toi quay lai khu trung tam. Phong quan ly nhan sy va phong quan ly di
cuw, nhap quodc tich da dong ctra vi hét gio lam. T6i goi cho phong quan ly
nhan khau héi thong tin vé ngudi c6 tén George Tilden sinh ra & Scotland -
va toi biét phdi di xadc minh dau van tay ngay 1ap titc. T6i quyét dinh hoac
la phdi tw dot nhap vao van phong hodc 1a phai dut 16t dé dugc vao.

Nhé ra & cong s6 ba c6 mot ngudi gac, toi di dén do. Ong gia nghe thdy
tiéng t6i, nhan hai d6 la va dan t6i vao ta dung ho so. T6i md ngan kéo co
ghi dong chir: TAI SAN TICH BIEN CUA THANH PHO - NGOAI GIO,
toi 1ay kinh lup va miéng go da dugc rac bot ra nin thd.

Tilden George Redmond, sinh & Aberdeen, Scotland ngay 4/3/1896, cao
5,11 foot, ndang 185 pound, t6c nau, mat xanh. Khong c6 dia chi, dugc coi
la “ngudi Ivu lai ngan ngay - cé viéc lién hé qua E. Sprague, WE-4391.”
Giay phép lai xe do canh sat bang California cdp s6 #LA 68224, loai xe
Ford sdn xuat nam 1939, s6 dang ky 6B119A, khu vuc hoat dong van
chuyén rac tit Manchester dén Jefferson, tir khu Brea dén khu Hoover thudc
Los Angeles - goc duong s6 39 va dwong Norton nam gitta khu vue nay.

Dau van tay trai va phai & cudi trang; mot, hai, ba, b6n, nam, sau, bay,
tam, chin dau khép véi dau so sanh - ba dau da dé két toi, sau dau con lai
dé dwa han dén thang phong dau déc bang khi gas. Xin chao Elizabeth nhé.

Toi dong ngan kéo va cho thém 6ng bao vé muwoi dob la nita dé ong ta git
im lang. T6i thu thap tat ca cac chitng cd va budc ra ngoai, lic dé ding
8:10 t0i, thit Tw ngay 29/06/1949, budi td6i ma anh canh sat quén pha dugc
vu an giét ngwoi noi tiéng nhat trong lich st bang California. T6i cii xuéng
sO 1én may ngon co trén dwong xem cam gidc c6 gi khac khong, vay tay
chao cac nhan vién van phong di qua minh va twéng twgng ra hinh anh toi
bao cao toan bo sy viéc vGi Thad Green va canh sat truang Horrall. Toi
thdy minh dwoc quay lai trung tdm S& lam viéc va chitc thuwgng dy kia chi
mot nam nita la dén tay, chang Nwdc da da vugt qua ca sy mong doi cla
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chang Lira va ban than chang Nudc da lic dau. Toi thdy tén minh lai xuat
hién trén trang dau cta cdc bado va Kay buéc dén véi t6i; gia dinh nha
Sprague bi kiét qué va tai ho vi lién quan dén vu an, tat ca so tién cta ho
trd nén vo nghia. Va nghi dén gia dinh ho lam t6i giat minh: To6i sé khong
thé che dau dwoc sy thyc la t6i da che dau chitng c6 vé Madeleine nam
1947. C6 thé day sé la mot vinh quang 16n hodc ciling c6 thé la tai hoa doi
v6i toi. Tham chi t6i c6 thé bi truy t6.

T6i di dén khu cong vién Hancock. Chiéc Cadillac cia Ramona va chiéc
Lincoln ctia Martha khéng con trong 16i di va chi con chiéc Chrysler cua
Emmett va chiéc Packard ctia Madeleine. T6i dau chiéc Chevy xoang xinh
ctia minh bén canh hai chiéc xe nha ho, banh xe sau cuia t6i chém ra mép
vuon lin xuéng luéng hoa hong nha ho. Ctra trwéc nha ho déng kin mit
nhung mét cira s6 mé bén thi van m@. T6i nhdy qua dé vao phong khach.

Con ché Balto van nam d6 bén canh 16 sudi bao vé may hop gi do da
dong san dé dudi nén nha. Toi kiém tra va thay bén trong da nhét day quan
ao, do bac va nhitng loai do bang nga rat quy cta Trung Quoc. Mot hop
khac nam trong cung xép day cac loai vay di du tiéc, sy viéc rat khong binh
thwong. Gia vé dung trong goc trén do, con mot birc vé khuon mat rat nhiéu
phu nit. Téi dang nghi dén c6 nang hoa sy Martha thi c6 tiéng trén lau.

T6i buwdc 1én, khau 45 cam san trong tay, khau tw dong 38 ndm ép sat
trong that lung. Tiéng thi tham phat ra t phong ngt: Giong néi day am “r”
cia Emmett va tiéng biu mo6i hon doi cia Madeleine. T6i ditng nép sat
ngwoi vao hanh lang cii thap nguwdi lang nghe.

“... ngoai ra, mot quan doc con noéi nhitng dwong 6ng khon kiép kia cling
bi ro gas r6i. S€é mat rat nhiéu tién con a. Khong chi la nhitng vi pham vé an
toan va sttc khée dau. Pa dén lic bo budc phai dwa ba me con con vé
Scotland r6i va dé cho 6ng ban Do Théi Mickey C. ctia cha thé hién kha
ning quan hé cia minh. Ong 4y sé& d6 16i tat ca sang cho Mack hay dam
nguoi ung ho canh ta kia, hodc bat ky nguwdi nao dé co thé, bo tin 1a 6ng ay
sé lam dugc. Khi moi viéc ém xudi chung ta sé quay lai day.”
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“Nhung con khéng muén dén chau Au. Troi oi, Scotland. Con chwa bao
gio thdy bo noi chuyén vé noi d6 ma khong thé hién thai do kinh toém.”

“Co phdi con nh¢ anh chang nhiéu rang kia khéng? A, ding ro6i. Vay thi
dé bo lam cho trai tim con dwgc thanh thdn nghi ngoi nhé. Thanh pho
Aberdeen khong thiéu nhitng anh chang chat phac khée manh, vam v& con
hon anh chang kia nhiéu. B6 dam bao vd&i con la con sé khong thiéu nhitng
con nguoi nhw vady. Chuyén chiing ta tim dén Bleichert xdy ra lau roi, bay
gi® con niu kéo anh ta chi gay nguy hiém th6i. Tham chi c6 thé dinh dang
dén phap luat.”

“Oi, bd. Con khong...”

T6i bwdc vao phong. Madeleine dang nam trén chiéc giwong l6n cé
treédng bén trén dau goi trén long cha, con Emmett thi dang vo vé c6 con
gai. Ong b6 nhan ra toi trde tién, Madeleine nhém day khi khong thay cha
vO0 vé nita. Thay t6i c6 nang giat minh thét Ién.

Emmett voi vang bit miéng co con gai lai. Ong ta néi: “Day khong phai
hanh déng bat chinh, anh chang a. D6 la tinh cdm b6 con va ching t6i c6
quyén lam nhu vay.”

Van giong noi dac sét nhu khi ngo6i an t6i may nam truwdc. To6i noi rat
binh than: “George Tilden giét Elizabeth Short. Vao ngay 12 thang 1 c6 ay
goi dién dén day va mot ngwoi trong gia dinh 6ng sap xép cho co dy gap
George. Co ay tu di xe buyt dén Wilshire gap ong ta. Bay gio thi 6ng noi
not phan con lai di.”

Madeleine trgn tron mat run ray trong tay cha minh. Emmett nhin cham
cham khau sing dang chia vao minh. “T6i khong phu nhan diéu dé va toi
cling khéng mudn can tr¢ anh thyc thi phap luat. Anh c6 muén t6i chi cho
anh cho tim George khong?”

“Khong, trde tién tdéi muon ong noéi vé hai nguwdi, sau do la sy sap dat
cua ong.”

“Khong phai nhw vay. Toi sé chic ming thanh cong cta cau, sé noi cho
cau biét George hién dang & dau va ching ta ¢t dé moi chuyén dirng lai &

https://thuviensach.vn



d6. Khong ai trong ching ta mudn Maddy bi ton thwong va dong cham dén
nhitng chuyén nghiém trong trong gia dinh sé tac dong tiéu cuc tdi no.”

Nhw dé chitng minh cho 10i n6i cia minh, Emmett tha tay bit miéng
Madeleine. C6 nang lau vét son hoen trén ma va thi tham. “B6, ngan anh ta
lai di.”

T6i n6i: “Cé phai bo co sai c6 lam tinh véi téi khong? Co6 phai bo cd sai
c6 moi toi dén an t6i dé t6i khong dé y dén chitng ¢ ngoai pham cua gia
dinh c6 khong? Cé phai c6 nghi chat thai do than thién va vai lan tinh ty sé
gili bo duwgc moi thir cho c6 khong? Co phai...”

“B6 ngan anh ta lai di!”

DPoi tay ran chac cia Emmett lai gio ra va Madeleine chdi vao dé. Ga
Scotland lai tiép tuc du do. “Hay binh tinh dé ching ta cung néi chuyén
nao. Cau hdy quén chuyén gia dinh nha Sprague nay di. Cau mu6n gi?”

T6i nhin quanh phong ngt nha ho va nhan ra nhitng tdm thé ghi tén va
dia chi ma c6 lan Madeleine da khoe véi toi. Bitc tranh son dau cua Picasso
tri gida 120 ngan do la treo phia trong. Hai binh hoa c6 thdi nha Minh &
Trung Qudc, moi chiéc tri gia 70 ngan do la dat trén chiéc tu guwong nho.
Birc hoa kiét tdc ctia Ha Lan tri gia 200 ngan do la treo trén dau giwong;
bitc twgng co thoi tién Colombus theo phong cach diéu khac Go-tich tri gia
12.500 d6 la dat trén chiéc ban ké canh givong.

Emmett mim cuwdi. “Cau thich nhitng thit dep. T6i tran trong diéu do. Tat
ca nhitng th nay sé la ctia cau. Cau thich gi ct n6i.”

T6i ban bitc hoa cta Picasso tredc. Khau 45 cuia t6i chi suyt 1én mot
tiéng va birc tranh rach lam doi. Muc tiéu tiép theo la hai chiéc binh c6 thoi
nha Minh, tiéng manh v& roi lodng xodng trén san nha. Phat thit ba t6i ban
trirgt bite twgng Go-tich nhwng chiéc gwong khung bang vang phia sau phai
tra gia. Toi chia sung sang birc hoa ciia Rembrandt hay Titian gi d6. Vién
dan lam rach toac mot 16 trén bitc tranh cung véi mang twong phia sau.
Khung tranh roi vao vai Emmett, khau sting néng ran trong tay nhung t6i
van c6 nam chit.
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Mui thuéc sting, khoéi va nhya chdy mu mit trong phong. Bon tram ngan
do la tan thanh tirng manh. Hai cha con nha Sprague van quan lay nhau trén
givong. Emmett khong chiu n6i, mot tay van 6m Madeleine mot tay dui
mat nhin t6i.

Toi chia sing vao dau 6ng ta. “Ong, George va Betty. N6i ngay néu
khong t0i s€ pha nat ngdi nha nay.”

Emmett ho va vuét méi toc lo tho ctia Madeleine. T6i néi: “Ong va co
con gai cua ong.”

CO gai kiéu ngao cta toi bay gio0 mdi ngwdc mat nhin Ién. Co nang
khong con khdéc nita, vét son va vét ban dinh day mat. “Bé khong phai bo
that cuia em va ctling chwa bao gio... chuyén do khong sai.”

T6i quat: “Ngudi do 1a ai?”

Emmett quay lai nhe nhang ddy tay stng t6i sang bén. Ong ta khong t6
thai do gian dir cting khong that vong ma do6 la vé mat cia mot thwong gia
dang chuan bi dam phan cho mét hgp déng khé khin. “Ong George mo
mong kia mdi 1a boé that cia Maddy, Ramona la me c6 ay. Anh c6 mudn
nghe chi tiét hay nhw thé la du r6i?”

T6i ng6i xuodng chiéc ghé théu kim tuyén cach ho vai foot. “N6i toan bd
cau chuyén di va 6ng nén nhd rang néi doi t6i sé phat hién ra.”

Emmett ditng ddy xo6c lai quan do nhin can phong cé vé tiéc nudi.
Madeleine di vao phong tam va mot lat sau toi thdy c6 tiéng nudc xOi.
Emmett ngo6i canh giwdng, hai tay b6 dau goi ding phong cach hai nguai
dan ong chuan bi n6i chuyén vgi nhau. T6i biét 6ng ta nghi c6 thé thoat toi
khi néi ra nhitng gi minh muodn, va toi ciling biét tdi c6 thé bat ong ta noéi hét
sy thuc cho du do 1a chuyén gi.

“Gitta nhitng nam 1920, Ramona muon c6 con. T6i thi khong muon vi
lic dé thue sy t6i khéng muon bi vieéng ban chuyén con cai. Mot dem t6i
bi say va tham nghi: ‘Me may mudn c6 con, t6i sé cho me may mot dira
giong hét t6i’. Toi lam chuyén do6 véi ba ay ma khong mang bao cao su.
Tinh lai, toi cling cha dé y dén n6 nita. T6i khong biét 1a ba ta quan hé vdi
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George chi vi rat muén c6 con. Madeleine ra doi va téi nghi n6 la két qua
cta lan say rwgu dé. T6i rat quy né va hai nam sau thi chiing t6i c6 thém
Martha.

“T6i biét cau da giét it nhat 1a hai ngwoi vi vay chac cau biét thé nao la
dau dén. Khi Maddy 1 tu6i t6i thdy né giong George nhu dutic. To6i tim 6ng
ta va dung dao rach mat. S¢ 6ng ta chét, toi dwa 6ng ta di bénh vién va dut
16t tién cho bac sy dé ho ghi ho so 6ng ta bi tai nan xe. Khi George ra khéi
vién Ong ta trd thanh con ngwoi tan tat. T6i xin 16i, cho tién va nhd ong ta
trong coi nha ctra dong thoi lam viéc chd rac cho thanh pho.”

To6i nghi lai lan dau tién dén nha ho va phat hién ra Madeleine khong hé
giong ai; chuyén ba Jane Chambers ké George bi tai nan xe va tr¢ thanh
ngudi vo dung. Pén day thi tdi van tin cau chuyén cia Emmett. “Ong c6
bao gio nghi George bi dién hay la ké nguy hiém khong?”

Emmett vo tay lén dau goi toi té vé than tinh gitta hai ngudi dan ong.
“B6 George 1a Redmond Tilden, méot bac sy khé néi tiéng & Scotland. Ong
ay la bac sy phau thuat. Thoi dé6 Gido hoi & Scotland con nang né va bac sy
Redmond chi duwgc phép mo xac bon tu nhan da bi xi ti va bon hiép dam
tré con bi nguwdi dan phat hién va ném da dén chét. George thich s& mé vao
nhitng bo phan co thé ma bé minh lay ra. Téi nghe ké chuyén nay khi
chung toi con nho va to6i tin do la sy thuc. Hinh nhe bac sy Redmond con
mua ngudi cia bon bat c6c va mo 1y tim ra khi n6é van con dap. George
nhin thay va vo cung phan khich. T6i tin chuyén nay vi héi con danh nhau
& ArgonneZ, George van thwong thoc lwgi 1€ vao ngue dam linh Pirc da
chét. T6i khong chac 1am nhwng tir khi sang My 6ng ta van thuwong dao
trom mo lay dau lau va noi tang. That kinh tém”

Toi thay bat dau c6 van dé nghi ngo can lam ro. Co lan ba Janne
Chambers da nhac dén chuyén Ramona va George quay phim bon tré con
dién lai hoat canh lich st nhitng hoat dong cia Emmett thoi thé chién thi
nhat, va hai nam trwdc khi ng6i an t6i Ramona c6 nhac dén chuyén dién lai
qua khit ma 6ng Sprague muén quén di. T6i quay sang td vé nghi ngo:
“Lam sao 6ng c6 thé séng chung v&i con nguoi dién khung nhw vay.”
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Emmett ndi ngay: “Cau rat biét quy trong thdi gian. Chac cau biét nguoi
ta sé nhw thé nao khi cé ké yéu cay nhd minh. D6 la sy rang budc dac biét,
cha khac gi khi cau cé ngwoi em trai bi ngé ngan.”

T6i néi: “T6i ttng c6 mot ngwoi anh rat ngd ngan va toi rat ton trong anh
ay.”

Emmett cudi gia doi. “Po6 1a phia bén kia cua bitc twong rao ma t6i chuwa
dat chan t6i.”

“Vay sao? Nhung ong Eldridge Chamber thi lai néi khac day. Trwdc khi
chét 6ng ay con dé lai mot bao cdo van tat cho H6i dong thanh pho. Hinh
nhw 6ng dy c6 xem Ramona va George dién lai hoat canh lich st h6i nhitng
nam 1930. Bon tré con mdc quan phuc cam stng tredng con 6ng thi quay
du6i bién mat mot cach hen ha.”

Emmett d6 mat c6 gang cwoi gwong nhin mom 6ng ta v6 cung guwong
gao. Toi hét 1én: “Do6 hén!” va gio thang tay tat vao mat lao ta. Ga Scotland
don mat khéc nitc né nhu tré con. Madeleine quay ra mat da rira sach sé va
thay quan 4o mdi. Co6 nang buwdc dén givong 6m “ong b6” ding nhw cach
ong ta vudt ve c6 nang may phut trudc.

Toi lai quat: “Noi di, Emmett.”

Ldo guc dau lén vai c6 con gai khéc 16c. Co ta vuot ve han con ngot ngao
hon Iic lam tinh véi t6i hang chuc lan. Cudi cung thi lao ta cling 1én tiéng.
“Toi khong thé dudi George di vi ong dy ctitu mang t6i. Ching toi bi lac dai
d6i va bo vo gitta canh dong. M6t toan linh Pic quay lai dam tat ca linh
Anh khéng biét con song hay da chét. George xép mot dong xac linh Bic
len ngwoi chung toi. Bon chung ciling bi tan xac vi mot qua dan phao.
George xép toan tay chan rudt gan cta bon ho 1én ngudi toi va bao to6i nam
im. Khi bon ching di qua, 6ng ay ké chuyén nwdc My dé tdi quén di cam
giac kia. Cau thay ddy, t6i khong thé...”

Emmett khong thé no6i hét cau. Madeleine vu6t vai, vudt toc vo vé nguai
tinh cua minh. T6i noi: “Bo phim khieu dam kia khong phai quay &
Tijuana. George c6 lién quan gi dén chuyén nay khéng?”
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Madeleine lén tiéng, giong dac sét nhuw giong Emmett néi lic dau khi toi
budc vao. “Khong. Liuc d6 em dang ndi chuyén vdi Linda ¢ quan bar La
Verne's Hideaway. C6 dy n6i can mot cho dé quay phim. Em hiéu c6 dy
muon néi gi va em mudn dugc gap lai Betty, vi vay, em cho ho mwgn tam
mot can nha ctia bd c6 do c6 & phong khach. Betty cung véi Linda va Duke
Wellington quay bd phim do, George cling nhin thdy. Lic nao ong ta cung
hét 1éo vé nhitng ngdi nha ctia bé em. Ong &y rat ti’c gidn Betty c6 1& vi
nhin c6 ay rat giong em... c¢6 con gai ctia 6ng ay.”

T6i quay di cho khac dé c6 nang dé tho 16. “Roi sao?”

“Sau do6 vao dip lé Ta on, George dén gap b6 em noéi: ‘Giao co6 gai ay cho
t6i.” Ong dy tuyén bé s& néi véi ca thé gidi rang bs va khong phai 1a bs cia
em, va ong dy noéi sé khong noi that ai 1a b6 em va chuyén quan hé giita em
v6i b6 1a loan luan. Em di tim Betty nhuwng khong thay. Sau d6 em mdi biét
duwgc la c6 dy dang & San Diego. Lic dé bo dang dé cho George & gara vi
ong dy ngay cang doi héi nhiéu hon. B6 dwva tién dé doi 14y sy im ldng cia
ong dy nhung cang ngay 6ng ay cang hanh dong xau xa dé tién hon.

“Ro6i vao t6i Chu nhat hom do, Betty dot nhién goi dién. Co ay da udng
rwogu & dau dé va goi nham em la Mary hay gi d6. Co ay noi da goi cho tat
cad nhitng nguwdi co6 tén trong cudn s6 dién thoai mau den kia dé vay tién.
Em dwa mdy cho ¢6 ay néi chuyén vdi bo va bé hira sé cho tién néu c6 ay
chiu gap m6t ngwoi. Ching em chi nghi George can Betty dé théa man...
tinh duc.”

T6i n6i: “Sau mot thoi gian dai séng vGi ong ay ma c6 con nghi nhu vay
sao?”

Emmett hét 1én: “Han chi thich s& m6 nguwoi chét. Han la con ngudi thu
dong. T6i khong ngd han lai la tén giét nguwdi da man nhw vay!”

T6i gang héi dé bon ho ké not cau chuyén. “Va cd noi v6i co ay George
c6 kién thitc vé y hoc?”

“B@i vi c6 ay rat ton tho bac sy, va ching em khong muén c6 ay nghi
minh la gai diém.”
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Toi suyt phi cwoi. “Sau do thi sao?”

“Sau d6 thi em nghi anh biét hét r6i.”

“T'6i muon tv co noéi ra.”

Madeleine tiép tuc ké ma khéng gidu ndi vé kinh todm. “Betty di xe buyt
dén day sau d6 lai ra di cung vGi George. Bon em nghi ho chi dén cho nao
dé gan day dé dugc & bén nhau.”

“Chang han nhw nha tro Red Arrow?”

“Khong. Mot ngoi nha nao do cia bo ma George dwoc giao trong coi.
Betty bo quén vi va em nghi c6 ay sé quay lai 1dy nhung c6 dy cha bao gio
quay lai, George ciing vay. Thé roi tin titc xuat hién trén bao chi va ai ciing
biét chuyén gi da xdy ra.”

Néu Madeleine cho rang 16i tha tdi cua c6 dy nhw thé la da da thi c6 ta
qua la sai lam. “Lic dé c6 da lam gi? Co lam thé nao dé che mat moi
nguoi?”

Madeleine vira vuot ve Emmett vira n6i. “Em di tim Linda Martin va
thdy c6 dy & mot quan bar trong khu Valley. Em dua tién va dan c6 ay néu
canh sat c6 gap hoi thi n6i rang cuén phim d6 dugc quay & Tijuana cung
v6&i mot ngwoi Méhico. Co ay da thye hién ding 101 hita v6i em khi gap cac
anh va chi nhac dén cuén phim vi trén dé c6 dau van tay cta co ay. Em con
muon tim Duke Wellington nhung khong thay. Diéu dé lam em lo lang.
Nhung roi ong ta gii chitng c¢d ngoai pham dén t& Herald ma khong da
dong gi dén chuyén cudn phim dwgc quay & dau. Nhw vay la ching em
dwoc an toan. Sau do...”

“Sau do t6i xudt hién va c6 mé hodc t6i bang than xac ctia minh, cung
cap may tin tham do vé George xem t0i biét moi chuyén dén dau?”

Madeleine khéng vu6t ve 6ng bo nita ma nhin b moéng tay ctia minh.
“Vang.”

“Thé con chitng c& ngoai pham ma c6 néi véi t6i? Chuyén di bai bién
Laguna va c6 béo to6i kiém tra nhitng ngwdi phuc vu?”
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“Bon em cho tién ngwoi ta va dan trwdc dé phong anh kiém tra that. Ho
ndi tiéng Anh khong tét 1am va anh thyce sy da tin.”

Bay gio thi Madeleine mim cwoi. Toi néi: “Ai gui nhitng bitc anh cua
Betty va cuon s6 nhé mau den kia? C6 tem déng dau buu dién va co6 noi
Betty bo quén vi ¢ day.”

Madeleine cuwdi to. “Ngudoi dé 1a Martha. N6 biét em quen Betty nhung
bu6i t6i hom do thi n6 khong & nha va George thi c6 & day. N6 khong biét
George tong tién bo va viéc ong ta giét c6 ay. N6 xé nhitng trang c6 so dién
thoai nha em, gach mat tat cd nhitng ngwoi dan 6ng trong d6 vi nhw n6 néi
‘toan la bon muodn di tim lesbian,” y né mudén am chi em. N6 chi mu6n boi
xau em. N6 con goi dién cho canh sat va mach véi ho quan bar La Verne.
Vét gach trén mat nhitng nguwdi kia ndi rat dang con nguwdi Martha - lic
dién khung 1én né cao cau nhv meo.”

Co6 cai gi do trong giong noi cta co ta khién tdi khéng tin nhwng téi chwa
thé dinh hinh r6 rang. “Martha n6i vdi c6 tat ca nhitng chuyén d6?”

Madeleine ng6i xoa b6 méng tay nhuom do ctia minh. “Khi cudn s6 dia
chi mau den d6 xuat hién trén bao, em biét ngay nguwdi gii chi cé thé la
Martha. Em da bat n6 phai thi nhan chuyén dé.”

Toi quay sang Emmett: “George ¢ dau?”

Lao gia hoi cya quay. “Co 1€ ¢ mot trong nhitng can nha bo khong cua
toi. Toi sé dwa cho cau danh sach.”

“Mang ca bon cuén hd chiéu cia 6ng ra day.”

Emmett buéc ra khéi can phong trong nhw bai chién treong. Madeleine
noi: “Em thyc sy thich anh, Bucky a. Thyc sy la nhu vay.”

“Pé danh cho bd c6 di. C6 dang mdc quan 16t day.”

“Anh sé lam gi?”

“Trudc tién t6i sé vé nha va cong khai tit cd nhitng chuyén nay trén bao
cung vGi lénh triéu tap nhan chitng cho c6 va b6 co. Sau doé t6i sé roi di
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cung v6i mot sy quan khac dé phong b6 co6 dén gap Mickey Cohen xin cai
dau to6i. Cubi cung t6i sé di tim George.”

Emmett quay lai dwa cho t6i bon cuén ho chiéu va mdt to gidy.
Madeleine néi: “Néu anh gti gidy triéu tap dé dén day, bon em sé chong lai
anh & toa. T4t ca moi chuyén lién quan dén ching ta sé 16 ra.”

T6i ditng day va hon rat manh 1én moi c6 gai kiéu ngao. “Vay thi ching
ta sé cung chét.”

Toi khéng quay vé nha ngay ma dau xe cach nha Sprague vai day nha
xem may dia chi ma Emmett vira dwa va thoang so hdi tridc nhitng gi
Madeleine vira noi.

T4t ca tdp trung & hai khu: khu Echo Park va Silverlake, va khu Watt -
qua la vung dat khong hé dé chiu chit nao d6i vdi ngudi dan 6ng da trang
53 tudi. Khu Silverlake-Echo chi cach dinh Mount Lee khodng ba dam vé
phia Pong, khu vire toan d6i nii, phé phwong rat quanh co day cay coi va
héo lanh, ving dat ma chi c6 bon bénh hoan mdi thay thich. Té6i 1ai xe dén,
Emmett c6 nam dia chi ¢ khu nay.

Ba dia chi dau t6i dén chi la nhitng ng6i nha bo hoang: khong c6 dién,
ctra s6 vO tung, khau hiéu cta bon xa hoi den Méhic6é son day trén twong.
Khong hé c6 chiéc Ford ban tai san xuat nam 1939 mang bién sé6 6B119A
nao dau quanh d6 ma chi cé nhitng dot gié Santa Ana rat manh thoi xuéng
tir khu doi Hollywood. Pang trén duong dén dia chi thi tv vao lic nira dém
thi t6i ndy ra y twéng - hay néi ding hon la y twéng tim dén vdi t6i - Giét
han.

Chang c6 sy vinh quang hay ghét boé nao ctia cong chiing ca. Chi don
thuan la tim lai cong bang trong quan hé c4 nhan. Bé cho gia dinh nha
Sprague kia di hay dé ho tha nhan tat ca chuyén lién quan dén George roi
méi hanh dong. Cong khai tt ca trén bao roi sé nghi cach tritng phat ho.

Giét han.

Va phai c6 song vai viéc lam dé.
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Co song mot cudc song binh thuwdng véi 6ng ban than ctia Mickey Cohen
dang tim cach gid tro choi lai minh.

T6i quén phat y twdng dé khi tim thdy ngdi nha thit tv ndm cu6i mét con
pho cut - nhin vé ngoai rat gian di, bai co6 phia trdc dugce cat tia can than.
Toi dau xe cach hai nha r6i méi di bé vao. Khong cé chiéc Ford nao mac
du c6 rat nhiéu cho dau xe @ mé duong.

Toi ditng trén via hé ngam nghia ng6i nha nhé vudng vitc xay bang gach
vita tir nhitng nam 1920. T6i di vong ra phia sau roi lai quay 1én phia truwéc
ctra. Khong hé c6 chit anh sang nao hat ra, cac ctta s6 hinh nhw déu duoc
che bang loai rém rat day. Khong gian hoan toan im lang.

T6i rat sing va bdm chuéng. Hai mwoi gidy sau khong c6 ai tra 16i. To6i
lan tay s0 khe gitta canh cita va tay nam thay c6 mot khe ranh nhé va ngay
1ap tic dung cong tay lach vao. Xoay mot ltac thiy canh ctta lung lay, t6i da
nhe va ctra mo tung ra.

Anh séng 16 mo bén ngoai gitip t6i nhin thdy cong tic dén trén twong, tdi
bat lén, gian phong khach day mang nhén. T6i budc ra ngoai mai hién va
déng ctra lai. May tdm rém che khong dé lot chit anh sang nao ra ngoai.
Yén tam, t6i quay vao trong dong ctra va dung mot thanh go chén ngang.

Cua trudce da dugce khoa chat, t6i di vao phia trong ngdi nha. C6 mui hoi
thoi cua thudc boc ra tir can phong canh nha bép. T6i nhe nhang day ctra
m& va lan tay 1én twdng bat cong tic dén. Anh sang bat ngd 1am t6i 16a mét
khong nhin thay gi. Mot Iic sau t6i m@i nhin 10 trd lai va thdy c6 mui
formaldehyd.

May chiéc gia ké doc theo twong nha xép day cac lo chita ndi tang; duéi
nén nha c6 mot tdm dém, mot nita duge phu tdm chan do quan doéi cap, trén
d6é c6 mot mang da dau con dé va hai cudn soé tay. T6i c6 nin thd nhin cho
r0.

Oc, mét, tim, va rudt nguoi néi léu phéu trong nuwdc dung dich. C6 ca
ban tay ctia m4t phu nit van con deo nhan cwdi, buéng tritng va rat nhiéu
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loai noi tang khac c6 hinh dang khac nhau. Mot binh chita toan duwong vat,
binh khac chira toan ham nguoi.

Toi bat dau cam thay kho thé va danh phdi ngoi chém hom canh tam
dém dé khong nhin thady nhitng chiéc binh kia. T6i nhdt mét cuén so tay lén
xem, cac trang viét miéu ta chi tiét nhitng lan di trom mo - tén nghia trang,
tén vu trdm va ngay thang & nhitng c6t riéng. Khi nhin thdy dong chi
“Nguoi theo thuyét Lu-ti & phia dong Los Angeles” noi chon cat me toi, toi
danh roi cudn sach va phai chong tay xuong dém cho khéi ngd; bia cudn
sach bam day tinh dich da kho khién t6i kinh tém ném lu6n ra ctta. T6i mé&
cubn th hai va dén khoang giita thi dong chit ghi ngay 14 thang 1 nam
1947 lam t6i chu y:

Khi ¢6 ta tinh ddy vao sdng thit Ba, t6i biét c6 ta khong thé chiu dung
hon duoc nita va téi ciing khéng thé ¢ lai khu doi dé ldu hon dugc. Bon
lang thang va ddm tinh nhdn khong sém thi muén ciing mo dén. Té6i khdng
dinh c6 ta rdt tw hao véi dbi num vu cua minh ngay cd khi t6i da dung
thuéc Chesterfield di vao ngay hém qua. Toi quyét dinh sé tir tir cat no di.

Co ta van chodng vdng, thdm chi bi soéc. T6i cho c6 ta xem chiéc gdy
béng chay Joe DiMaggio Louisville Slugger dd mang lai cho téi rdt nhiéu
niém vui ti dém hém Chu nhdt dén gio. Toi dung né dé tréu dua c6 ta va
hinh nhw nho dé ma c6 ta bot séc. Toéi dung no thoc vao méom khién coé ta
suyt nuét cd cdi banh miéng. Gid ma cé vai chiéc dinh nhét vao dé thi chac
la c6 ta sé khéng thé quén ngay dugc. Toi dé chiéc gdy bong chay trudc
mdt c6 ta va dung dao Idt bén dau v trdi da bi di dau thudc ld vao. Co ta
cdn vao cdi banh miéng va mdu tir ché t6i vira tong chiéc gay Joe
DiMaggio vao ti¥a ra vi cb ta cdn qud manh. T6i nhdan dao xuéng moét chuit,
hinh nhw la cham xuwong, va té6i xody manh con dao. C6 ta c6 la hét va
chiéc banh miéng lai chui sdu thém vao c6 hong. T6i kéo né ra mét lat va
co ta goi me. Toéi lai nhét né vao va cat dau vu phdi.

Bdy gio thi vét tréi c6 ta da bi nhiém trung. Sgi ddy troi dang cdt dan
mdt cd c6 ta va ciing da bi w6t siing vi...
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To6i dat cudn s6 xudng vi biét rang néu doc thém vai trang nita chac toi
phat dién 1én mat. To6i ditng day va may chiéc binh dwng ndi tang lai dap
vao mat, toan bo phan co thé cia ngwoi chét duge xép rat ngay ngan, can
than, hoan hdo. T6i dang phan van khong biét George giét trdc hay sau
khi m6 bung 1dy ndi tang thi nhin thdy mdt chiéc binh khac dé riéng trén
mot chd @ mép trén cira so.

Mot manh thit hinh tam giac c6 hinh xam. Mot qua tim c6 phu hiéu cta
khong quan bén trong, mdy chir “Betty & thiéu td Matt” bén duwdi.

T6i nham chat mat lac dau, hai tay 6m chat trudc ngue va nha tham véi
Betty rang t0i rat 1ay lam ti€c khi phdi nhin thdy nhitng bo phan dac biét dé
ctia co, rang t6i khong cé y to mo mudn xem tr ndy dén gio ma do la vi toi
muon gitp do c6. T6i rat mudn noi ra, rdt mudn. Va roi céd céi gi dé6 cham
vao nguoi toi rat nhe, ding ra to6i phdi cdm on dong tac nhe nhang do.

T6i quay lai va thdy mot ga dan 6ng mat day vét seo, tay cam con dao
mo. Han miét con dao 1én m4, t6i nin thé va dinh rat khau 45 ra nhung vira
rat ra thi anh thép loé 1én va khau 45 cta t6i roi xuéng nén nha.

Toi voi vang budc sang bén nhung con dao da kip xoet mot duong vao
c6 4o lam rach ca ba vai t6i. Mot cd da vao hang va Tilden mat thang bang
lao nguwoi vé phia tredc dap vao toi khién ca hai nga dap vao tuong.

May chiéc binh bi v&, formaldehyd chdy Iénh lang ra san nha, luc phu
ngll tang nguoi roi t tung. Tilden de 1én nguwdi t6i, cd dung con dao md an
xuong. T6i gilt tay han day 1én va dung dau goi thic vao luvng han. Han can
nhan byc ti'c nhung van c6 tan cong, mat han cang ldc cang ap sat mat toi
va han nhe rang ra dinh can. C6 cai gi dé xé vao go ma, t6i lai thic dau goi
va lan nay thi tay dao ctia han 1éng ra. Lai mot phat can vao cam va lan nay
thi t6i tha tay gilt tay dao cta han ra, con dao dap vao chiéc gia thép phia
sau. T6i quo tay sang bén 1ay mau kinh v&, miéng kinh trén tay t6i vira dam
vao mat han thi con dao cung tr¢ t6i, han thét 1én, con dao lem vao vai toi.

George guc xuéng nguwoi t6i, mau xoi ra tit hoc mat. Khau 45 cua t6i nam
cach do vai feet, t6i 16i ca hai nguwdi dén nhdt khau sing, George rong 1én

https://thuviensach.vn



nhw con thu bi thwong. Han dinh bop ¢6 t6i nhung khau 45 da nam trong
héc mat han, t6i bép co va dau han v& tung, 6c ban tung toé.
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Chwong 33

Russ Millard b6 sung ho so vu E. Short.

Khéng con tac dung cta thudc adrenaline, t6i chay thang vé toa nha Hoi
treong thanh pho. Russ vira dan do tén tu nhan tir Tucson vé, khi tén tu
duwgce nhét vao nha lao, téi kéo anh ta sang bén va ké toan bo cau chuyén vé
st lién quan cda gia dinh Sprague trong vu an nay tr 10i ggi y vé bon
lesbina cua Marjorie Graham dén viéc t6i ban v® tung dau ga George
Tilden. Russ chét lang ngwdi di mot lic sau dé dwa téi dén bénh vién. Cac
bac sy trirc cap citu nhin vét thuwong cta t6i va thot 1én: “Troi oi, nguwdi can
a?” vét rach do con dao mé cua han lwét qua rat ndéng nén chi can sat trung
va bang bo lai.

Ra khoi bénh vién, Russ noi: “Vu nay phai dugc gilt nguyén hién trang.
Cau sé bi tong cd khoi S& néu tiét bo véi bat ky nguoi nao khac. Bay gio
ching ta cung di xem George thé nao.”

Dung ba gid sang thi chiing t6i dén Silverlake. Russ giat minh khi nhin
thdy nhitng gi tredc mdat nhung van c6 t6 ra binh than. Lat sau thi con
nguoi tot nhat ma t6i gdp nay ciling lam t6i kinh ngac.

Trwdc tién anh ta noi: “Ra xe ding doi t6i”, sau do Russ ta di vong
quanh nha tim cac dwong 6ng dan gas va lui ra hai muoi yard trit hét bang
dan. Khi gas n6 va ngoi nha boc chdy, chiing t6i rat lui ma khong dam bat
den xe. Russ n6i: “Chon ban thiu nay khong dang dwoc ton tai.”

To6i 14 ngwoi di va ngu guc ludn trén xe. Russ dwa toi vé khach san El
Nido, to6i ngt luén mot gidc, hai muoi tiéng sau mdéi tinh. Thit dau tién t6i
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thay la bon cuén ho chiéu caa gia dinh nha Sprague dé trén ban, t6i nghi
bon ho da phai tra gia.

Néu nhitng vi pham vé sitc khoé, an toan, tham chi la nhitng hanh dong
xau xa hon vi im di thi it nhat t6i cling mu6n ho phai & mot dat nwdc ma ho
phai chiu dung. To6i goi cho Phong quan 1y ho chiéu mao danh 1a mot dai
uy tham t¥ va yéu cau ho cdp lai ho chiéu cho ca gia dinh Sprague. Liéu
day c6 phai la hanh dong v6 vong ctia t6i? Toi gac may di tam, nghi dén két
cuc cua vu an dé quén di cudc doi séng gio hién tai ctia minh. T6i rat mudn
10i de doa ctia Madeleine hom truée la sai, khong cé bang chitng. Bau 6c
toi van quanh quan véi y nghi d6 trong khi mac quan 4o va ra ngoai di an.
Toi lai nghi dén gia dinh ho: Madeleine ndi Martha goi dién cho canh sat
tiét 10 vé quan bar La Verne’s Hideaway. Nhung t6i hiéu vé vu E. Short nay
rd hon ai hét, sé khong c6 bat ky 16i don dai nao lién quan dén gia dinh ho.
To6i chgt giat minh khi nghi dén hai sy kién: Lee nhan m6t cudc dién thoai
rat dai vao budi sang sau khi t6i gap Madeleine; Lee chay thang dén quan
bar La Vern’s Hideaway khi dang xem cu6n phim khiéu dam kia. Chi c6 c6
nang Martha “thién tai” méi c6 cau tra 10i nay. T6i dén gap co bé & hang
quang cao Row.

Co con gai duy nhdt cia Emmett Sprague dang ng6i mot minh trén ghé
bang trong toa nha Young & Rubicam an trwra. Co nang khong thém ngang
mat 1én khi t6i ngbi xudng chiéc ghé déi dién. T6i con nhd cudn sé dia chi
nho mau den va nhitng bitc anh ctia Betty Short dugc 1ay ra tir thung thw
chi cach noi nay mot day nha.

T6i ngoi lang 1é ngam c6 bé béo map vira nguwdi 16n vira tré con an moéon
salad va doc bao. Hon hai nam sau maéi gdp lai nhung ¢6 nang duong nhw
khong c6 sy thay doi nao, van la ban sao tho thién cia Emmett.

Martha dat to bao xudng va nhan ra toi. Toi nghi c6 ta sé nhin téi v&i anh
mat gian dit nhwng trai lai co ta lai lam t6i ngac nhién khi mim cwdi néi:
“Chao anh Bleichert.”

T6i budc dén ngbi canh c6 ta. To Times dang bai: “Vu hod hoan day bi
dn ¢ chdn doi Silverlake - Tim thdy thi thé bi chdy thanh than khong thé
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nhan dang”

Martha néi: “Em xin 16i vi bitc tranh da vé anh hom dén an t6i dé.”

Toi chi to bao. “Cé vé c6 khong ngac nhién khi thay t6i xuat hién.”

“Toi nghiép chu George. Khong, em khong ngac nhién khi thdy anh. B6
em noéi véi em roi. Em da danh gia thap anh va em nghi b6 va Maddy ciing
danh gia thap anh.”

Toi cha them dé y dén 10i khen cta co ta. “Co c6 biét ‘chi George toi
nghiép’ cua c6 da lam gi khong?”

“C6. Em biét hét. Em nhin thay chi George di cung véi c6 gai tén Short
d6 trén chiéc xe tdi cta chd ay. B6 em va Maddy nghi em khong biét,
nhung em nhin thay hét. Chi c6 me em la khong biét. Cé phai anh giét chu
ay khong?”

T6i khong tra 101i.

“Anh c6 dong dén gia dinh em khong?”

Vé tu hao ctia c6 nang khi nhac dén tir “gia dinh em” lam t6i thdy dau
nhoi. “T6i cling khong biét sé phai lam gi.”

“Em khong trach anh da lam ho ton thuwong. B6 em va Maddy la nhitng
con nguoi dang sg, va chinh em cling da ting lam hai ho.”

“Khi nao thi c6 giti mdy mén do cia Betty di?”

Bay gi¢ thi anh mat c6 ta 10 r0 vé gian dit. “Pung, em da xé hét nhitng
trang c6 s6 dién thoai ctia nha em trong d6 nhung em nghi canh sat sé cé
cach tim ra b6 em va Maddy. Em khéng dt can dam dé gii ca so dién thoai
nha em. Lé ra em phdi lam nhv vay. Em...”

Toi gio tay ngan c6 ta lai. “Tai sao, Martha? Co c6 biét chuyén gi sé xdy
ra khi canh sat phat hién toan bo nhitng gi ma George lam? Toi tong pham,
sé bi ra toa, bi tu.”

“Em cha thém quan tam. Maddy da c6 bd va anh, em va me em cha cé ai
cd. Em muon ca tit ca bon ho phai trd gia. Me em dang bi bénh lupit® va
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chi con song dugce vai nam nita. Me em sé phai chét, nhw thé 1a khong cong
bang.”

“Co gach mat anh nhitng nguoi trong do la co y gi?”

Martha xoan tay vao nhau bop chéat cho dén khi cac dot tay trang xoa vi
thiéu mau. “Em mdi 19 tudi va chi biét vé. Em muén Maddy bi boi xau la
ké dong tinh va ngudi tiép theo sé la b6 em. Em nghi sé c6 dau van tay cda
ong dy trén cudn s6. Em da lam hai 6ng 4y nhung vo vong.”

“Ba@i vi ong ay doi xt vGi c6 nhuw cach 6ng ay doi xi véi Madeleine?”

“Ngugc lai!”

Toi hoi hoang truée thai do kinh tdm ctia Martha. “Cé phai c6 goi cho
canh sat tiét 10 vé quan bar La Verne's Hideaway khong?”

“Pung.”

“Co phai c0 noi chuyén vai...”

“Em no6i chuyén vdi anh ta vé ba chi lesbian cia minh, chuyén c6 ta gap
mot canh sét tén la Bucky Bleichert t6i hom tredc nhw thé nao, hen dén an
toi & nha em nhw thé nao. Maddy ba hoa véi ca nha vé anh lam em ghen
ti'c. Nhung em chi mudn lam c6 ta tén thwong chit khong phai anh.”

Lee la ngwdi nhan cudc dién thoai trong khi t6i ngoi déi dién vdi cau ta &
tai Doi University; Lee dén thang quéan bar La Verne’s Hideaway khi cudn
phim Gdi né 1é dén tir dia nguc lam cau ta phat dién. To6i no6i: “Martha, co
ké not phan con lai cia cau chuyén di.”

Martha nhin quanh, hai chan gac 1én nhau, tay nam chat. “Lee dén nha
em va noi vGi bé em rang anh ta da gap dam gai & quan bar La Verne’s -
bon ho sé tiét 10 thong tin Maddy lién quan dén Thugce duwge den. Anh ta
néi sé phai roi khoi thanh pho va dé doi lai sy im lang, b6 em dwa cho anh
ta toan b so tién con lai trong két sat.”

Trong khi con tadc dung cta thudc kich thich, Lee da roi khoi Hoi truong
thanh phd va Boi University; 10i néi cia Bobby De Witt 1a diém bdao truéc
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cau ta sé ra di. SO tién cau ta phung phi & Méhico la do Emmett cung cap.
“Con gl ntta khong?”

Martha co ram nguoi. “Ngay hom sau Blanchard quay lai, anh ta doi
thém tién. B6 em tir choi, anh ta danh b6 em va héi rat nhiéu chuyén lién
quan dén Elizabeth Short. Maddy va em nghe hét chuyén & phong bén, em
thi vui con Maddy thi 16ng 1én. Chi ta bo di khi khong thé chiu dung thém
nhitng 101 rén ri ctia b6 em con em thi van ng6i nghe. B6 em sg anh ta sé
két t6i nha em giét nguwdi nén dong y dwa cho anh ta mot tram ngan do la va
ké hét v6i anh ta nhitng gi xdy ra gitta George va Elizabeth short.”

Ngén tay tham tim ctia Lee va 16i néi doi: “Trirng phat ga Nash.”

Madeleine nghe dién thoai hom do6: “Anh dirng dén, cha em dang co
budi hop ban chuyén lam dn.” Chuyén may muwa cua ching t6i & nha tro
Red Arrow mdt gio sau do. Lee dot nhién giau c6 khi dén Méhico, Lee dé
cho ga George kia tu do.

Martha lau mat nhwng khong hé thay wét, cd ta dat tay 1én vai toi. “Ngay
hém sau mot phu nit dén 1ay tién. Toan bd cau chuyén chi c6 thé.”

Toi 1ay bitc anh Kay trong vi dua cho Martha xem. “BPung 1a c6 ta.”

T6i ding day va lan dau tién cam thdy don doc ke tir khi tinh ban giita ba
ching to6i hinh thanh. Martha van nai: “Xin anh dirng lam gia dinh em phai
chiu dung thém.”

T6i noi: “Pi di, Martha. Dirng dé bon ho 1am hai c6.”

Toi 1ai xe dén thang treong trung hoc Tay Hollywood ngoi lang 1€ trong
xe nhin chiéc Plymouth cua Kay trong bai do cta khoa. Béng ma ctua Lee
ct quanh quan trong dau va dung 3:00 thi chuéng reo. Kay di ra cung véi
mot dam hoc sinh va giao vien. Khi chi con mot minh Kay, t6i budc lai.
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Kay dang lai hai xép mot dong sach vé vao thung xe nén khong nhin thay
t0i. “Lee dwa cho em bao nhiéu trong so0 tién mot tram ngan d6?”

Kay lang nguoi: “Lee ndi v6i anh vé Madeleine Sprague va em khi do6
roi sao? Co6 phai vi vy ma tir d6 dén gig anh van cam ghét Betty Short?”

Kay man mé mdy cudn vé& cta hoc sinh roi quay lai nhin thang vao mat
toi. “Anh la nhu vay. C6 nhitng ldc anh qua tot.”

Nang gian dit dong sam thung xe, anh mat do dan. “Em khong thém
nhan mot xu trong s6 tién ban thiu d6. Em ciling khéng biét chuyén quan hé
cta anh vGi Madeleine Sprague cho dén khi nhitng thAm ti* ma em thué noéi
v6i em. Cho du thé nao thi Lee cfing sé ra di. Em khong biét c6 con gap lai
anh ay khong, nhung em muon anh dy cam thay thoai mai néu c6 thé. Anh
ay khong dam gap lai Emmett Sprague nén em dén nhan tién gitip. Dwight,
anh dy biét em yéu anh va anh &y mu6n ching ta dén dwgc véi nhau. Do
cling la mot trong nhitng ly do khién anh 4y ra di.”

T6i nhw bi chim ngap trong v van nhitng 10i n6éi doi. “Cau ta khong bé
di. Cau ta bo chay vu cuép ngan hang Boulevard-Citizens, bo chay Bobby
De Witt va chuyén rac réi trong Sé.”

“Anh ay yéu ching ta. Anh dirng twdc bo y tot do cia anh ay!”

T6i nhin quanh khu bai dau xe. Bam gido vién dang dirng nhin cudc cai
va gilta hai vg chong t6i. Ho ditng rat xa nén khong nghe thdy nhitng gi
chuing t6i n6i nhung chac chan ho sé ké cho bon tré con nghe, sé dam tiéu,
néi xau chiing t6i. T6i néi: “Kay, Lee biét ai la nguwoi giét Elizabeth Short,
em co6 biét diéu d6 khong?”

Kay nhin cham cham xudng dat. “Co.”

“Cau ta chap nhan cho qua.”

“Anh ay qua xuc dong lic do. Lee di Méhico tim Bobby va anh ay noi sé
quay lai tim tén giét ngwoi kia sau. Nhung anh ay khéng quay lai va em
cling khéng muén anh xuéng do.”

T6i nam vai ¢ v bop that chat cho dén khi Kay nhin vao mat toi.
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“Va sau dé em khong no6i vGi anh? Em cling khong noi véi ai?”

Kay lai cti mat nhin xudng. T6i lac vai nang nhac lai cau hoi.

“Em khong ndi véi ai chi?”

Vi giong nhe nhang nhat cia mét gido vién, Kay Lake Bleichert noi:
“Em dinh néi v6i anh nhung anh lai tiép tuc di véi gdi. Em mudn tra thu
con dan ba da lam hong ca hai nguoi dan 6ng ma em yeéu.”

Toi gio tay dinh danh nang nhuwng hinh anh George Tilden ngan t6i lai.
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Chuong 34

To6i xin nghi 6m mot tuan va & li trong khach san El Nido. Su6t ngay t6i
nghe nhac jazz, c6 khong nghi dén twong lai cia minh, t6i doc di doc lai tap
h6 so mdc du biét rang vu an da két thic. Hinh anh c6 bé Martha Sprague
tré con, Lee va do6i khi ca bitc tranh trong phong khach nha ba Jane tim dén
toi trong nhitng giac mo.

T6i mua tat ca cac s6 bao ctia Los Angeles ra hang ngay va doc tir dau
dén cudi. Vu rac roi dat dai da lang xuong nhung khong hé thay da dong gi
dén cai tén Emmett Sprague. Toa an tién hanh diéu tra nhitng ng6i nha c6
sai pham trong xdy dung va toi cam thay c6 gi dé khuat tat trong chuyén
nay.

T6i ngdi hang gid nhin bon bitrc twong, trong dau khong hé nghi dén
chuyén gi nhung cubi cung toi cling phat hién ra. Toi c6 linh cAm map mo
rang Emmett Sprague 1gi dung t6i va Lee dé giét George Tilden. V§i t6i
ong ta néi rat thang than: “Toi sé cho cau biét George dang & dau.” - hoan
toan dung vdi tinh cach cua 0ng ta, toi sé cang nghi ngd néu 6ng ta vong
vo. Ong ta cho Lee biét George 1a ké giét ngudi ngay sau khi bi Lee cho dn
don. C6 phai 6ng ta muon trut hét con gian dit cua Lee sang ké giét Thuoc
duwogc kia? Cé phai ong ta biét nhitng thit ma George an trom veé kia va
muon chiing téi phat dién 1én ma giét han? C6 phéi 6ng ta muén mugn than
xac George gay thém mau thuan dé hodac la ban than 6ng ta hodc la hai anh
chang canh sat mot tham lam, mot phién phitc kia phai trd gia? Tai sao nhw
vay? Ong ta muén tw bao vé minh béng cach d6?
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Nhung con mot van dé: Liéu Emmett c6 ca gan dén mitc kho hiéu nhw
vay? Ong ta khong phai con ngudi lidu mang.

Vi viéc George Tilden - ké giét Thuge duge den bi phat hién - cha con
ly do gi ma theo du6i 6ng ta. Nhung t6i van linh cam c6 diéu gi d6 con mo
am dang sau nhitng tinh tiét do.

Lan dau tién gap Madeleine nam 1947 c6 ta néi dé lai rat nhiéu 1oi nhan
cho Betty Short & cac quan bar: “Nguoi giong c6 mudn gdp ¢o6.” To6i néi
viéc lam do c6 thé sé gay tac hai cho c6 ta va Madeleine néi: “Em sé dé y
dén chuyén dé.”

Nhung c6 vé nhw ngwoi duy nhat “dé y” lai 1a mot canh sat - t6i thi
khong. Va, rat dung trinh ty thoi gian, Madeleine tiét 16 chuyén do6 vao thoi
diém lan dau tién Lee tong tién nha ho.

Gia thuyét rat map md, ngau nhién. Co thé chi la 16i néi doi, hodc co ta
chi tiét 10 mot nira sy thue, hodc tham chi dwa ra nhitng thong tin vo bo.
Gia thuyét map mo dwgc mot canh sat vira thoat khéi con doi khat dwa ra
trong khi ban than anh ta song trong vo van nhitng 16i n6i déi. Do 1a 1y do
duy nhat t6i cé thé bam vao dé duoi theo béng ma vo hinh kia, khong theo
dudi vu nay toi cha con gi dé lam.

To6i danh tron ba ngay ba dém muwgn xe tuan tra ctia Harry Sears di theo
doi hoat dong cua cac thanh vién gia dinh Sprague. Ngay nao Martha cling
di lam r6i vé nha; Ramona & li trong nha; Emmett cung v6i Madeleine di
mua sam va lang thang cung nhau. Hai hom dau ca bon ngudi déu vé nha
buodi toi, nhwng dén t6i thit ba thi Madeleine lai déng gia Thugc duwgc den
1én di.

Toi theo c6 ta dén quan bar Zimba Room trén dwong s 8, xem co0 ta dan
dim v&i mot toan thay thu va sau dé dén nha tro Irolo tinh ty vGi mot tén
linh thay. Lan nay thi t6i khong con cam gidc ghen titc, cling khong thay
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ham muén tinh duc véi c6 ta nita. T6i ngoi & phong s6 12 nghe nhac, tdim
ctta chép lat dong xudng va tdi khong nhin thdy gi nita. Hai gio sang
Madeleine mdi tr gia ga nhan tinh vé nha. M6t lic sau thi dén trong phong
ngu cua Emmett bat sang.

HOm sau, khi trgi vira téi han t6i lai xuat hién trén duwong Muirfield. Vira
buéc ra khéi xe dinh tha bd cho thoang dang thi c6 tiéng goi. “Bucky, co
phai cau khong?”

Ba Jane Chambers dang dat con ché giong xpanhlon” di vé sinh. T6i
ling ting nhu dira tré bi bat qua tang an vung. “Chao c6 Jane.”

“Chao cau. Cau dang lam gi & day? Theo doi hay cho dén co nang
Madeleine?”

To6i nhd lai cau chuyén da c6 lan ng6i ndi vGi ba ta vé gia dinh nha
Sprague. “Chau mué6n di dao mot lat cho thoang dang. Nhw thé c6 duogc
khong?”

“Khong giau dugc toi dau. Cau c6 mudn qua nha t6i uéng nwdc khong?”

T6i quay nhin sang ngbi nha nguy nga xdy theo phong cach kién tric
Tudor; ba Jane hoéi: “Cau c6 chuyén gi quan tdm dén nha Sprague phai
khong?”

Toi cwdi va chot thiy vét thuwong trén vai dau nhoi. “Cau biét nha toi roi.
Chung ta vé uong nwdc di.”

Chung t6i cung di sang duong s6 6. Ba Jane thdo xich cho con ché, n6
chay tung tang lic trén via hé lic dwdi long duwong vé thang ngo6i nha cua
gia dinh nha Chambers. Ba Jane m¢& cta va toi lai gdap hinh anh trong
nhitng con mo ctia minh - diéu cwdi ngodc dén mang tai ctia anh hé.

Toi so vai. “Btrc tranh khi gio.”

“T6i goi no lai cho cau nhé?”

“Khong, xin dung.”

“Sau budi néi chuyén vGi cau t6i mdi tim hiéu nguon goc cta no. T6i da
tir bo rat nhiéu nhitng do vat ma ong Eldridge dé lai va t6i dang tinh sé tang
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bttc tranh nay cho t6 chitc ti thién nhuwng né quy qua. N6 la bitc tranh
nguyén ban cua Frederick Yannantuono va chinh né la nguén cam hing
cho cu6n tiéu thuyét ndi tiéng Thdng cwoi cta Victor Hugo. Cudn sach néi
ve...”

Co6 mdt cudn Thdng cuoi trong can nha noi Betty short bi giét. T6i mai
nghi nén khong nghe thay ba Jane néi gi.

“... mdt nhém nguoi Tay Ban Nha tir thé ky thit 15 va 16. Bon chiing
duwgc goi la Comprachico™ chuyén bat céc va tra tan tré con, sau do rach
mat ching ban cho bon quy toc lam tro cuwdi. Cau thay cé ghé tdm khong?
Thang hé trong birc tranh la nhan vat chinh cia cu6n sach tén la
Gwynplain. Tt khi con nhé né da bi rach miéng dén tan mang tai roi.
Bucky, cau c6 sao khong?”

Rach miéng dén tan mang tai.

Toi lai so vai va c6 mim cudi. “Chau khong sao. Cudn sach goi chau nhé
dén diéu gi d6. Co thé chi la sy truing hgp ngau nhién.”

Ba Jane nhin t6i do xét. “Nhin cau khong 6n dau. Va cau c6 muén nghe
mot sy trung hgp ngau nhién khac khong? Eldridge khong néi véi bat ky ai
trong nha nhung toi tim duwgc hoa don. Chinh Emmett Sprague da ban buc
tranh nay cho ong ay.”

T6i c6 cam gidc nhv Gwynplain dang nhé mau vao ngudi minh. Va Jane
nam tay toi hoi. “Bucky, c6 chuyén gi vay?”

“C0 ndbi chong c6 mua bic tranh d6 hai nam tredc dung vao dip sinh
nhat phai khong?”

“Pung. C6 gi...”

“Nam 1947 phai khong?”

“Pung. Bucky c6 gi...”

“Sinh nhat co vao ngay nao?”

“15 thang 1.”

“Co0 cho chau xem hoa don.”
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Ba Jane lat tim dong gidy to trén chiéc ban ké cudi phong khong gidu
duwgc vé ngac nhién. Toi nhin Gwynplain va lién twéng tdi nu cuoi cia
Betty Short. “Day. Bay gid thi cau c6 thé cho t6i biét chuyén gi dang xay ra
r6i chi?”

T6i cdm mau gidy mau do tia c6 nét chit nhw dan 6ng. Nhdn cua
Eldridge Chambers 35.000 d6 la tién bdn btic tranh ctua Frederick
Yannantuono: “Thdng cudi”. Hod don nay chitng té quyén s& hitu ctia ong
Chambers. Ramona Cathcart Sprague, 15 thang 1 nam 1947.

Nét chit nay giong hét nét chit ma t6i doc duwgc trong cudn nhat ky tredc
khi giét George Tilden.

Ramona Sprague giét Elizabeth Short.

Toi om chat ba Jane va voi vang bo di trong sy ngac nhién sitng s cua
ba. T6i quay lai xe va tiép tuc theo doi ngo6i nha, dén bat 1én roi lai tat di.
Nguwoi toi va mo hoi khi tai hién lai: Ramona va George cuing tra tan sau do
ti'ng nguoi cat, xé 1dy ndi tang, dung hai xe di dén khu Leimert Park. T6i
nghi dén tat cd nhitng kha nang c6 thé, chap lai titng doan ngan cac su kién.
Nhung t6i sé lam gi khi d6i mdt véi mot minh Ramona?

8:19 Martha xuat hién & ctta chinh tay cam mot tap gidy vé di vé huéng
Pong trén chiéc Chysler.

10:37 Madeleine tay xach vali 1én chiéc Packard, Emmett ditng & ctra
vay chao tam biét.

To6i quyét dinh sé cho thém mot tiéng nita, hy vong sé dén lwgt 6ng ta roi
di hodc néu khong sé gap ca hai vg chong ong ta. Sau mwdi hai gio ong ta
di ra, trén xe vong ra tiéng nhac opera.

Ca thang troi ra vao ngdi nha nay gidp tdi nam ré quy luat hoat dong cta
nhitng nguoi giip viéc. Hom nay, thit Ba, nguoi trong coi nha va ngwoi lam
vuon vang mat; dau bép thi phai 4:30 mdi dén nau nwéng. Madeleine mang
theo vali c6 nghia la c0 ta sé ra di trong mot thoi gian kha dai; Martha thi
phai 6:00 méi vé, chi con duy nhat Emmett la td6i khong nam dwgc quy luat.
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T6i buwdc sang dwong quan sat. Ctra trdc khod, cira s6 hai bén déu cai
then. Hodc la rung chuong hodc la dot nhap vao.

Dbung ltuc do t6i thay co tiéng dong phia bén trong cita va mot bong trang
10 mo di ra phong khach. Vai gidy sau tiéng mé ctra tredc vong xuong 16i
di va toi di lén.

Ramona ditng & nguwdng cira mac chiéc vay dai bang to trang khong hé
théu hoa van, téc roi boi, vé mat bo pho cé 1€ vi khéc va mat nga. Cap mat
nau den - giong mau mat toi - nhin cé vé rat canh giac, than trong. Ba ta
chia khau ty dong phu nit thwong dung vao ngudi téi va néi. “Chinh cau
xui Martha roi boé t6i.”

T6i dap vao tay ba ta va khau sung roi xuéng tam tham trdi nén. Ramona
bam mo6i, anh mat that than. T6i ndi: “Martha dang duwgc do6i x tot hon ké
giét nguoi.”

Ramona xoa tay vao vay roi dwa lén vo dau, phan tng dac trung cia mot
ké nghiém ma tiy. Gigng ba ta lanh lung nhw tat ca cac thanh vién khac
trong gia dinh nha Sprague. “Cau khong bao n6 lam thé that chi?”

To6i nhdt khau sting dut vao tii va nhin ba ta. May chuc nam trdi nghién
ma tuy nhwng anh mat ba ta van den. “Ba khong dinh néi véi t6i 1a Martha
khong biét nhitng viéc ba lam day ch&?”

Ramona dirng sang bén co y tranh duwong cho toi vao. “Emmett noi voi
t0i moi chuyén da ém. Cau sé chi quan tam dén George va sé khong dam
dén day nita. Martha n6i véi Emmett cau sé khong dong dén ching t6i nita
va 6ng ta ciing ndi nhw vay. T6i tin Emmett, trong cong viéc lic nao 6ng ay
cling chinh xac.”

T6i buwdc vao. Trir nhitng thung do da dong goéi dé trén nén nha, can
phong khong hé c6 sy thay doi nao. “Emmett mach cho cho t6i tim George
va ba khong nghi 1a Martha biét ba giét Betty Short?”

Ramona déng chat ctra. “Ping. Emmett muén hwéng sy chi y cta cau
sang George. Ong 4y tin chic rdng cau s& khong biét dén sy dinh liu clia
t6i. Emmett 1a thing hén, cau biét roi ddy. Ong ta khong du can dam lam
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chuyén do6 nén gat sang cho toi. Lay chua, thue sw cau c6 cho rang Martha
biét t6i lam chuyén dé khong?”

Mu giét ngwoi da man sg toi sé pha hiy hinh dnh nguwdi me ctia mu ta.
“Khong sém thi mudn c6 dy ciing phat hién ra. Budi t6i hdm d6 c6 ay c6
mat & day va nhin thady George di cung Betty.”

“Martha di tham ban khodng mét gio sau dé. Tuan tGi n6 lai di. Emmett
va Maddy thi biét nhung n6 thi khong. Lay Chua, né khong thé biét duwgc.”

“Ba Sprague, ba c6 biét minh da lam...”

“Toi khong phai la ba Sprague. Toi la Ramona Upshaw Cathcart. Cau
khong dwoc n6i vGi Martha nhitng gi t6i da 1am néu khong n6 sé bo t6i! N6
néi muén c6 mot can ho riéng va téi thi khong con song dugce bao 1au niva!”

T6i quay luwng budc di quanh phong, phan van khong biét phai lam gi.
T6i nhin nhitng bitc tranh treo trén twong: Cac thé hé nha Sprague, Cathcart
ding tredc mot khu vieon cam va may 10 dat trong chuan bi xay dwng cat
bang khanh thanh. Cé ca anh c6 bé Ramona héi con bé mac chiéc coéc-xé
bé dén nghén ca mach mau. Emmett xoa dau mot dita bé toc den vé mat rat
rang rd. Ramona mat xam thi trao cho mot dita bé khac bo do choi. Mack
Sennett va Emmett trao sitng cho nhau twgng treng cho viéc minh bi cam
stng. Trong cung la birc anh George Tilden con tré - kha dep trai, mat
khong cé vét seo nao.

T6i thdy Ramona dén ditng phia sau run ray. Khéng can quay lai, t6i ndi.
“Ba noi hét di. Giai thich tai sao.”

Ramona ngoi xuong chiéc divang noi lién ba tiéng, giong ba ta cé lic tirc
gian, c6 lic dién cuong dang dang sat khi, tay lién tuc man mé may bic
twgng bang sit dé trén chiéc ban nhé bén canh. T6i ngo6i nhin nhitng birc
tranh trén twong - sy tai hién lich st cua gia dinh nay.

Ba ta gap George va Emmett nam 1921 khi hai nguoi di cu sang
Hollywood. Ba ta cam ghét Emmett vi doi x* vGi George nhw ké t6i t& va
cam ghét chinh minh vi khong dam noi ra diéu dé. Ba ta n6i Emmett muon
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cwdi ba ta dé dwoc hudng so tai san 6ng bo dé lai - Ramona biét 6ng chong
la ngudi co trién vong.

Emmett chinh thitc cau hon va Ramona nhan 10i cw6i chang thau khoan
bat dong san tré day tham vong, nhung ciling tit cudc hon nhan dé6 ma ba ta
dan dan cam ghét Emmett va ngdm ngam theo déi vé ong ta.

George song & can ho tang hai vao nam dau khi ho cwéi nhau. Ramona
biét George thich s& m6 xac chét nhung Emmett thi kich liét phan déi hanh
dong nay. Ramona dau doc nhitng con méo dot nhap vuron nha ba ta va giao
xac cho George. Khi Emmett khéng muodn c6 con, ba ta tim dén du do
George, hita vGi George sé cho han ca ngudi song.

Bon ho quan hé khong thwong xuyén lam nhung van c6 con - dé chinh la
Madeleine. Ké tir d6 Ramona song trong hodng loan va phéi dung dén
thuoc phién theo chi dinh cta bac sy. Hai nam sau thi Martha ra doi va la
san pham ctia Emmett. Viéc lam dé nhw sy phan bdi v&i George va ba ta lai
dau doc dong vat mang dén cho han. C6 lan Emmett bat qua tang Ramona
lam chuyén d6 va danh dap tham té vi tdi dong lod vdi hanh dong “bao
quan” cua George.

Khi Ramona néi véi George chuyén nay, han xui ba ta tai hién lai hanh
dong hén ha cia Emmett trong chién tranh bang nhitng hoat canh lich st.
Ramona 1gi dung bon tré con dyng 1én nhitng hanh dong rat khéo 1éo dé
Emmett khong nhan ra minh bi béi xau.

Madeleine rat gan giii véi Emmett va Emmett yéu say dam c6 bé xinh
dep nay. Martha dan dan vé phe v&i me mac du chinh c6 ta méi la giot mau
cha Emmett. Emmett va Madeleine thwong ché bai Martha la c6 bé béo i
hay khéc nhé, con Ramona thi ditng ra bao vé, day co bé vé va méi lic dém
vé lai do danh Martha khong duwgc ghét bé va chi. Ramona chi con biét
song dé bao vé Martha va diu dat c6 bé trén con dwong hoi hoa.

Khi Madeleine 11 tu6i, Emmett thay c6 bé rat giong George va rach mat
han dé ngwoi ngoai khong nhan ra. Cling tr d6 Ramona yéu George thuc sy
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va George ngay cang bi boc 16t tham té vé thé xac - ba ta cam thay gitta ho
c6 s dong cam.

Ramona chu dong gan giii nhung George khuwéc tir. Tinh cd ba ta doc tac
pham Thdng cuoi cuia Hugo va cam thong véi ca bon Camprachicos lan
nan nhan cta bon chung. Ramona mua bttc hoa cua Yannantuono va lén Iut
lay ra ngam nhin, coi d6 la sy hién than ctia George.

Khi Madeleine dén tudi day thi, c6 nang chang thém y t, ni hét nhitng
diéu tham kin véi Emmett, va hai nguwdi thwong xuyén au yém nhau trén
giwvong. Martha vé nhitng bitc tranh tuc tiu vé c6 chi gai dang ghét. Ramona
bat c6 bé phai vé nhitng bitc tranh phong canh dé tranh phién phitc. Dé boi
xau Emmett, ba ta dung lén nhitng v& hoat canh dai ngdm ngam phan anh
théi hén nhat, tham lam ctia chéng, béu riéu sy gian 1an cia Emmett trong
vu sap nha nam 1933, cho tré con mdc 4o linh Pitc dé tai hién hanh déng
hén ha cia Emmett trong chién tranh. Hang x6m thdy hanh dong cua ba ta
thai qua nén cam con minh choi véi bon tré nha Sprague. Ciing vao khoang
thoi gian do, George bi tach ra khoi doi song nha ho, chi dwgc lam vuon,
chéd rac va song trong nhitng can nha bé khong ciia Emmett.

Thoi gian troi di, Ramona chi con cha y cham s6c Martha, ép co bé phai
hoc xong cap ba sém va déng tién cho Hoc vién nghé thuat Otis dé Martha
dwgc hau dai. Martha t6 ra rat xuat sac & day. Ramona rat vui vdi thanh
cong ctia minh, cam thdy dwgc dong vién an di va lai nghi dén George,
muon duwgce gan giii, tinh ty véi han.

Gilta nam 1946, George quay lai. Ramona biét dwgc la George ham doa
bat Emmett phai giao c6 gai trong cuén phim khiéu dam cho han ta néu
khong han sé ndi ra hét nhitng hanh dong ban thiu cta gia dinh ho ca trong
qua khit 1an hién tai.

Ramona vira ghen vira ghét “c6 gai d6” va khi Elizabeth Short xuat hién
trong nha ho vao ngay 12 thang 1 nam 1947, con dién cua ba ta bung phat.
“Co gai do” giong Madeleine nhw dic khién Ramona coi do6 1a tro ché nhao
hiém doc. Khi Elizabeth cung George di ra, Ramona thdy Martha dang ban
chuan bi d6 dac dé ngay hom sau di tham ban, ba ta dé mau giay trén ctra
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tam biét c6 con gai yéu, néi doi la di ngi. Ramona sang phong Emmett van
hoi George cung co gai kia di dau.

Emmett ndi c6 nghe George nhac dén can nha b6 khong cua ong ta &
Beachwood. Ramona 1én ra ctra sau 1y chiéc Packard con thtra di tat ra khu
Hollywood ditng cho. Vai phtt sau thi George cung c6 gai kia dén khu
chan nui Mount Lee va Ramona di bo theo ho lén can nha tam trong rirng.
Hai nguoi di vao trong bat dén. Anh sang hit ra ngoai soi vao vat gi dé
bang go dung vao than cdy - chiéc gay bong chay. Khi nghe tiéng c6 gai
cudi khic khich: “Cé phai anh bi nhitng vét seo dé trong chién tranh
khong?” ba ta di vao va chiéc gay bong chay vung lén.

Elizabeth c¢6 chay nhung khéng dwogc. Ramona bat George tréi co ay
xuong dém, dat banh vao miéng. Ramona hita sé cho George ndi tang cta
co gai dé bao quan. Mu ta lay ban sao cuén Thdng cuoi trong tidi ra doc to
va thinh thoang lai li€c nhin c6 géi dang bi tréi trén dém, hai chan giang ra.
Sau d6 mu ta dung thudc 14 dét nguoi, dung dao rach ngudi va gay bong
chay dap Betty. Khi Betty ngat di vi dau, mu ta ngo6i ghi vao cuén nhat ky
luén mang bén minh. George ng6i xem va hai con ac thu cung ho hét bai
thanh ca cia bon Camprachicos. Sau hai ngay tra tdn, Ramona rach mém
Elizabeth Short dén mang tai cho giong v6i Gwynplain dé mu ta khong con
cam ghét sau khi c6 da chét. George cat nguoi Betty Short thanh hai manh,
mang ra dong nwdc bén canh can nha rivra sach va nhét vao xe ctia Ramona.
Pém dén, hai ngwoi 1ai xe dén khu dat trong & géc duwong s6 39 va dwong
Norton - noi George van thuong phu trach don dep cho thanh phé. Bon ho
bd xac Elizabeth Short & d6 dé sau nay tré thanh Thugc dwgce den, 1ai xe
dwa George vé cho chiéc xe tai cia han, sau d6 mu ta quay vé néi vGi
Emmett va Madeleine rang cha bao l1au nita hai ngudi sé biét mu ta ¢ dau
va sé phai kham phuc y chi ctia mu ta. D€ giii bé t0i 4c, mu ta ban bitc tranh
Gwynplain cho ong Eldridge Chambers keo kiét ton tho nghé thuat. Sau do
la nhitng chudi ngay mu ta lo sg Martha sé phat hién ra hanh dong dé va
cam ghét minh. Ramona cang dung nhiéu con thudc phién, codein va thudc
ngu hon.
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T6i dang ngbi ngam nhitng bitc hoa ctia Martha duwgc dang trén cac tap
chi thi Ramona ngirng 10i. Sy im lang bat ngd lam t6i gai nguwoi, cau
chuyén ctia mu ac thd ¢ tuan ty tai hién trong dau t6i. Can phong cé may
lanh nhung ngudi t6i wét dam mo hoi.

Bttc tranh doat gidi nhat do Hoi dong nghé thuat trao cho Martha nam
1948 vé mot nguwoi dan ong dep trai trong bo comple nhan dang di dao trén
bai bién nhin hau hdu mét phu ni téc ndu tdm nang. Anh chang say mé
nhin ngam dén noi quén hét xung quanh va sap bi mot con séng 16n cudn
di. Chu thich trén dau btc tranh ghi: “Burng lo! Chi t6i nay théi anh chdng
bdnh bao sé ve van c6 nang & cdu lac bo!” Co6 gai nhin rat béo t6t - phién
ban ctia Martha. Ngoi nha bao quanh bdi cay co cta gia dinh nha Sprague
lam nén cho bitc tranh.

Ramona pha tan sy im lang. “Cau dinh s€ lam gi?”

T6i khong dam nhin mu ta. “T6i cling khong biét.”

“Cau vtra noi cau do roi.”

T6i thdy chang trai trong birc tranh giong Emmett - anh chang nguwoi
Scotland dién trai song & Hollywood. Cha con gi dé héi, t6i danh bam vao
cau chuyén cia Ramona. “Nam 1946 c6 nguoi thuwong xuyén vit xac meo
chét vao cac nghia trang & Hollywood, ngudi do c6 phai la ba khong?”

“Pung. Luc do toi rat ghen véi c6 ta va mudn nhac George t6i van dé y
moi chuyén. Cau sé lam gi?”

“To6i khong biét. Ba 1én lau di. T6i mudn & diy mot minh.”

Toi thay c6 tiéng budc chan, tiéng khéc nitc nd, sau do la sy im lang. Toi
nghi dén sy thuc 1a ca gia dinh ho cing hgp sitc bao che cho Ramona, dén
viéc t0i sé phai tra gia thé nao khi bat ba ta: T6i che dau chitng cé, can tré
thye thi phap luat. Tién cta gia dinh Sprague sé citu ba ta khéi can phong
khi doc, ba sé van song diém nhién & nha tu Atascadero hay mot nha tu nao
dé danh cho phu nit cho dén khi can bénh lupit kia 14y di mang song.
Martha sé phat dién, Emmett va Madeleine sé van c6 nhau, t6i che dau
chitng c6 va can tré thuc thi phap luat doi v6i bon ho cha c6 nghia ly gi.
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Néu bat mu ta toi sé phai tit bé nghé canh sat, néu tha ra thi t6i khong con
la con ngwdi. Trong ca hai truong hgp Emmett va Madeleine sé van song
cung nhau.

Anh chang Bucky Bleichert gidi giang kia dang trong tinh thé bé tac, kho
X[ va c ngoi li trong can phong sang trong day do c6 nha ho. T6i nhin
may chiéc hop da déng goi dé trén nén nha va thay nhitng chiéc vay du tiéc
ré tién va may birc vé phac thao chan dung phu nit cia Martha. C6 thé c6
bé nay sé phat dong mot chién dich quang cdo ram ro dé bao lanh cho
Ramona dén duwgc nha tu Tehachapi. Ciing c6 thé khong cé ba me la ké tra
tan nay co bé sé khong con cam hitng sang tac.

T6i roi khéi nha ho di lang thang giét thoi gian, ré qua cho nha tro tham
ong gia madc du biét ong sé khong nhan ra t6i. Khu Lincoln Heights da xuat
hién nhiéu nha md&i chd nguwoi dén thué. Hbi treong nha thi ddu Eagle Rock
Legion van c6 bién quang cdo cac tran dau dién ra vao toi thit Sau. Dén
chap t6i, to6i budc phai dau hang: gap c6 bé kiéu ngao giau cé ctia minh lan
cudi cung tredc khi bat ba me; gap lan cudi cung dé héi xem tai sao c6 ta
van dong gia Thuoc duge den mdc du biét t6i sé khong bao gig so vao
nguoi co ta nita.

T6i 1ai xe dén duwong s6 8, do ¢ goc cho nha nghi Irolo va ng6i quan sat
16i vao trvdc quan bar Zimba Room. Hy vong khong phdi vi chiéc vali kia
ma co ta di xa, khong phai budi di an dém cach day hai hém la budi cudi
cung cua ta ¢ quan bar nay.

T6i ngoi nhin dam linh trdng, bon bom nhau ra vao quan an ré tién bén
canh. Sau ntta dém thi chiéc Packard ctia Madeleine xuat hién. C6 nang
buéc ra, tay xach vali nhung lan nay thi la Madeleine chit khéng phai
Thuwoc duwgce den.

To6i giat minh thdy c6 nang di vao quan an. Mudi lam phtit chdm chap
troi qua roi Madeleine ciing xuat hién tré lai giong hét Thuwoc duwgc den. Co
nang tung chiéc vali vao ghé sau xe va khénh khang budc vao quan bar
Zimba Room.
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Mot phut sau toi di vao nhom qua khe ctra. Bén trong chi c6 mot nhom
cac sy quan cao cdp cua luc quan, may khu buéng vay tam c6 hinh soc den
trang trong khong. Madeleine dang ng6i uéng mdét minh trong khi hai
chang linh lam dom trén chiéc ghé cao phia duwéi. T6i thay ding & cia
nhom vao qua 10 liéu nén quay ra xe.

Khoang mot gio sau thi Madeleine di ra cung vé6i vién thwong iy mac bo
kaki mua hé. Ciing nhw moi khi, bon ho 1én chiéc Packard chay vong sang
duwong s6 9 va lao xe vao bai dau cua nha tro Irolo. T6i theo sat bon ho.

Madeleine dau xe di vao lé tan lay chia kho4, tay linh doi ngoai cira
phong s6 12. M6t lic sau Madeleine quay ra goi tay thwong uy chi anh ta di
sang mot phong khac. Anh chang nhtn vai va di theo c6 nang. Pen trong
phong bat sang roi lai toi.

T6i cho bon ho 10 phit r6i méi tiép can ditng nép minh vao boéng t6i
lang nghe. Tiéng rén ri cung vdi tiéng nhac phat ra tv bén trong. Thay mot
ctra sO ctia can phong hoi hé mé vi bi ket, t6i lién tién dén ndp dudi bong
dan cay leo ghé tai vao trong.

Tiéng rén ri cang ro hon, tiéng giwvong cot ket, tiéng dan 6ng gan lén
tirng hoi. Giong Madeleine n6ng bong rén ri hon rat nhiéu lan nhitng khi c6
ta lam tinh véi t6i. Tay thwgng uy dot nhién rong 1én, réi im lang va
Madeleine gia vo ngay tho:

“Em wdc gi co radio. Tat ca cac nha tro déu cé nhung phdi tra tién. Du
sao thi @ day ciing con c6 nhac.”

Chang quan nhan c6 ldy hoi. “Anh nghe n6i Boston la thanh pho rat

2

dep.

Toi phat hién ra Madeleine nhai giong, tht giong cta ngwoi lao dong &
New England ma Betty Short thwong noi. “Medford khong dep, khéng hé
dep chiit nao. Em dd lam rdt nhiéu céng viéc & do. Boi ban, bdn keo rong &
nha hdt, c6ng nhdan nha mdy. Chinh vi vdy em phdi bé dén California tim
co hoéi lam giau. Medford that khiing khiép.”
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Chit “A” trong cach ndi ctia Madeleine nghe moi lic mot rd, giong giong
ctia mot dia tré dau duong x6 chg & Boston. “Em dén day trong thoi gian
dién ra chién tranh phai khong?”

“Um, c6 thdi gian em 1am viéc & tram ban hang phuc vu cho trai linh
Camp Cooke. C6 mot anh linh danh em sau do lai c6 mot ngwoi dirng ra
citu, ngwdi d6 bay gidr 1a b dugng cia em. Ong dy cho phép em quan hé
v6i ai tuy thich mién 12 em phai vé nha véi 6ng ay. Ong dy mua cho em
chiéc xe tring d6 va nhitng b vay den dai nhu em dang mic day. Ong ay
lam nhv vay béi vi 6ng ay khong phai 1a bo that ctia em.”

“Ong &y tot that ddy. B6 anh chi mua cho anh chiéc xe dap va thinh
thodng mai cho vai dong mua xa phong. Cé diéu chac chan la 6ng ay sé
khong bao gio mua cho anh chiéc Packard ca. Em c6 ong b6 that tuyét voi,
Betty a.”

T6i khom ngwdi nhin qua khe ctta s6 nhung chi thay hai bong t6i 10 mo
trén chiéc givong ké gitta phong. Madeleine/Betty néi tiép: “Déi khi ong
bd dwgng cling khong thich ban trai cia em nhung khéng bao gio gian ca.
C6 mot anh chang canh sat. B6 dugng em néi anh ta la con ngudi éo 14, ti
tién nhung em khong tin vi em thdy anh ta rat khoe, c6 bg rang dai. Anh ta
muon lam em tén thwong nhwng bi b6 dwgng ngan lai. B6 em biét cach diéu
tri nhitng tay dan 6ng yéu ¢t muon voi tién roi lai doi lam dau nhitng co gai
dep. B6 em la anh huing vi dai trong chién tranh con anh chang kia chi 1a ké
nhut nhat chuyén chay trén.”

Giong Madeleine bay gio da ha thap va kéo dai. T6i 6m tay trudc nguc
c6 ding nghe ho tan cong bang 10i noi.

“Bon nhut nhat dang bi x ti hodc truc xuat khoi dat nwdc nay. Khong,
ban ching thi van con nwong tay qua. Treo c6 chiing bang... em biét roi
con gi. Tham chi hon thé md&i dang.”

Bdy gio Madeleine lai chuyén sang giong Méhico dac sét. “Dung riu
chém chung dwgc khong? Anh chang canh sat kia con c6 mot nguwoi ban.
Han viét cho em mdy 16i ma dang ra khong nén lam nhw vay vGi nhitng co
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gai dep. Thang ban danh b6 em r6i bé chay sang Méhico. Em vé tranh ta
mat han va thué tham t& tim. Em cai trang va dén Ensenada tim han. Em
dong gia an may dén go ctta phong han. ‘Anh nguwdi My oi, t0i can tién.'
Han quay lai va em cam riu b6 cho han mot phat guc xuong. Em 14y hét s6
tién con lai han cudém ctuia bé dugng em, bay muwoi mot ngan do la tat ca.”

Anh chang kia ling bung. “Cai gi? Em n6i dua hay that day?” T6i rut
khau 38 ra va 1én co. Madeleine lai chuyén sang giong Tay Ban Nha néi rat
tuc tiu. T6i chia nong sting vao khe ctta so, dén trong phong bat sang, ga
tinh nhan bat ddy mac quan phuc. T6i thdy Lee nam trong go cat, gioi tw
trong hoc mat bo ra.

Ga quan nhan lao ra ctta khi chwa kip mac xong quan &o. Con lai mot
minh Madeleine dang chui ngudi vao chiéc vay den dai. Nghi dén canh c6
nang tran truong khién t6i gio sung 1én troi trut hét bang dan. T6i gio chan
dap canh ctra s6 vao trong.

Madeleine chét lang ngwoi khi thidy to6i bo vao. Khong hé sg hai truwéc
tiéng sting no va tiéng kinh v&, c6 & van o tinh gid tro xao tra ng pho.
“Co0 ay la nguwoi duy nhat y nghia véi em va em phai néi v6i moi ngudi vé
co ay. Nhung em thdy rat kho lam giéng co dy vi c6 ay la ngudi that con em
chi bat chwéc. Va co ay la caa ching ta, anh yéu a. Anh dwa 6 ay tré lai
v6i em. Co6 ay lam chung ta tot 1én. Co dy la cta ching ta.”

T6i tim mai téc kiéu Thuge duge cia Madeleine 1am c6 ta trong giong
nhw con diém den kinh tém, t6i cong tay c6 ta ra sau va lai thidy Lee trong
g0 cat. Coi hiéu vang 1én khap noi, anh sang loé 1én tir nhitng manh kinh
v0. Ngoai huw vo t6i lai thdy Lee Blanchard nhac lai diép khic ctia minh.
“Tim bdng dugc nguoi dan ba dé, Bucky. Cdu phdi nhé diéu dé.”
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Chuong 35

Chung t6i cung ganh chiu hau qua.

Thay tiéng sung cna t6i, bon chiéc xe cong vu chay t6i. Toi gidi thich vai
cac sy quan rang do6 la tin hiéu bdo dong dén DOoi phu trach khu vuc
Wilshire - t6i bat ¢ ta vi toi giét nguwdi. O Doi phu trach khu vie Wilshire,
Madeleine khong thira nhan giét Lee Blanchard, bia ra chuyén tinh yéu tay
ba - Lee/Madeleine/Bucky, chuyén co ta quan hé ca nhan vdi ca hai ching
t0i vao mua dong nam 1947. T6i phai ngoi trong phong tham van con
Madeleine thi khéng hé bi ty vét gi. Cac diéu tra vién cua D0i an mang
nghe nhitng 15i bia dat cia co ta: Lee va t6i tranh gianh nhau chiém hitu c6
ta, Madeleine thich t6i hon. Lee dén gap Emmett ra Iénh cho 6ng ta “géa con
gai cua ong cho t6i,” danh ong ta gan chét khi Emmett tit ch6i. Madeleine
sang Méhico tim Lee dé tra thu va chém cau ta chét & Ensenada. Khong hé
de cap gi dén vu giét Thuge duge den.

T6i phan bac cau chuyén bia dat cia Madeleine, n6i rang mai gan day t6i
md&i phat hién ra Lee bi giét. T6i tom tat lai sw viéc khién Madeleine phai
thi nhan mot phan t6i 4c. Sau d6 Madeleine bi tong vao nha giam danh cho
nit cia canh sat Los Angeles con t6i quay lai khach san El Nido nhung van
phan van khong biét nén lam gi v6i mu Ramona.

Ngay hom sau t6i quay lai thyc hién nhiém vu. Cudi gio lam, mot toan
canh sat ngu dan ctia B6i Metropolitan ngoi chd toi & phong hop chung cua
DPoi tuan tra noi t6i dang lam viéc trén duwong Newton. Ho quay toi ba gio
lién, t6i phdi dudi theo qua béng ma Madeleine da da. Cau chuyén bia dat
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tdo bao cua co ta va nhitng sai so6t toi gay ra la ly do ho kéo dai cudc tham
van - nhung khong tay nao nhac dén vu Thuge duoc.

Sang tuan sau thi c6 may cong ly khong con tac dung. Chinh phu Méhic6
tir choi budc toi Madeleine giét Lee Blanchard - khong tim thay xac nan
nhan va khéng da chitng cé dé khéi t6. Mot ban hdi tham dwogc triéu tap dé
quyét dinh s6 phan c6 ta. Ellis Loew dugc dé ctt lam dai dién cho thanh
pho Los Angeles tham gia. T6i ndi vdi anh ta tdi chap nhan tr chiéc dé
minh chitng va anh ta dong y. T6i viét ca chuc trang gidy bac bo chuyén bia
dat tinh yéu tay ba va nhitng 10i thém that, dat diéu cta c6 ta. T6i van phan
van khong hiéu c6 ta c6 nhan ra sy vo ly doé khong.

Emmett Sprague dugc giao cho mot nhém hdi tham khéac luan t6i vi
pham an toan va sic khoé cua ngudi dan vi s hitu nhitng ng6i nha nguy
hiém cho thué. Ong ta bi phat 50.000 d6 la nhung khong hé bi budc tdi hinh
st nao. So vdi khoan 71.000 do 1a ma Madeleine mang vé thi ong ta con 1oi
it nhat 1a 20.000.

Cau chuyén tinh yéu tay ba xuat hién trén bao ngay sau khi Madeleine bi
budc t6i. Tran dau Bleichert-Blanchard va tran dau sting giét bon tén ciling
dwgc nhac lai, va trong mot tuan lién toi trd thanh trung tam bé béi. Sau dé
Bevo Means cua t& Herald goi cho toi thong bao: “Can than ddy, Bucky.
Emmett Sprague chuan bi danh tra.”

Va tap chi Confidential 1a cong cu 6ng ta danh lai t6i. SO ra ngay 12
thang 7 dang bai vé cau chuyén tinh yéu tay ba bia dat kia, trong dé c6 trich
161 Madeleine néi t6i tron nhiém vu di an nam véi co ta & nha tro Red
Arrow; an cap nam chai whisky ctia b6 c6 ta dé di trwc dém; ty y tiét 16
thong tin ndi bd cia canh sat Los Angeles vé han mitc phat vi pham luat
giao thong; va chuyén t6i “danh dap bon da den.” Ngudi ta &m chi gay gat
hon thé nhiéu, nhung tat ca nhitng gi Madeleine n6i déu dung.

To6i bi truc xuat khoi lwe lwong canh sat Los Angeles vi tdi vi pham tw
cach dao dirc, khong xitng dang vGi mot sy quan canh sat. Bé la quyét dinh
duwgc thong nhat dwa ra bdi mét ban cac thanh tra vién va nhitng nha chi
huy canh sat, va t6i khong hé phan doi gi. T6i nghi dén viéc bat Ramona dé
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lay lai danh dy cho minh nhung lai ti* bo ngay y dinh d6. Cé thé Russ
Millard budc phai chap nhan sy thuc nay va cling cam thdy dau dén; Lee sé
mai bi nhdc dén la con nguwdi xdu xa; Martha cling biét. Tap chi
Confidential dang bai cudi cung cho rang hai nam trdi sau mdi sa thai toi la
qua cham. Khong ai hiéu diéu dé ré hon t6i.

T6i ndp lai khau 38, khau 45 va phu hiéu s6 1611 cia minh. T6i quay lai
ngo6i nha ma Lee mua, vay ctia Russ 500 do la, chd vu tai tiéng kia lang diu
r6i mdi di xin viéc. Betty Short va Kay dé nang 1én t6i. T6i dén trewong tiéu
hoc tim Kay. Ong hiéu truéng nhin tdi v6i anh mét kinh tém va thong bao
rang Kay da nop don xin nghi viéc ngay sau nhitng tin tifc vé toi xuat hién
trén bdo. L4 thw c6 néi Kay sé di vong quanh nwéc My bang xe mot6 va sé
khong bao gio quay lai Los Angeles.

Toa an budc toi Madeleine “giét nguwdi trong tinh trang bi thiic ép vé tam
1y c6 tinh tiét gidam nhe.” Ludat s ca co ta bién ho cho toi giét ngwoi va dé
nghi dugc xtt trong phong cua quan toa chit khong dwa ra xt cong khai
tredc toa an. Can c* vao nhitng goi y cua bac sy tdm than cho rang
Madeleine “bi chitng tdm than phéan liét va hanh dong bao lyc trong éo
giac,” tham phan keét t6i o ta budc phdi vao bénh vién tam than Atascadero
“diéu tri v6 thoi han nhung khéng dudi mitc thoi gian t6i thiéu quy dinh
trong bo luat hinh sy cua bang: muoi nam tu.”

Nhu vay la co nang kiéu ngao phai lanh toi cho ca gia dinh con toi thi tw
ganh chiu cho minh. L0oi chia tay cua toi voi gia dinh Sprague la bai bao
trén trang dau cta to Thoi bdo Los Angeles. Nguoi bao trg dan Madeleine
ra khéi phong x trong tiéng khoc nitc nd cia Emmett & ban bién hd.
Ramona mat tai nhgt vi bénh dwgc Martha ho tong. Hinh anh d6 mai mai
nam trong dau toi.
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Chwong 36

Mot thang sau t6i nhan dugc thu cua Kay.

Sioux Falls, South Dakota, 17/8/1949

Anh Dwight,

Em khoéng biét anh c6 quay vé nha khong vi vdy em ciing khong chdc la
thw nay co6 dén tay anh khéng. Em da doc bdo va biét anh khong con lam
viéc cho cdnh sdt Los Angeles, nén em cting khong thé gui thu tdi do duoc.
Em chi biét guri vé ddy va cho xem két qua dén dau.

Em dang & khdch san Plainsman ¢ Sioux Ealls, day la khdch san tét nhat
cua thj trdn nay va em titng mong muén dugc & ddy tir nhé. Tat nhién do
khéng phdi em tudng twong ra diéu nay. Em dang mubn quén tdt cd nhirng
gi xdy ra & Los Angeles, va Sioux nay gitip em thu'c hién mong muén do.

Ban hoc cti ctia em dd cé gia dinh va c6 con cd roi, hai nguoi trong so6
doé tro thanh god phu vi chong hy sinh trong chién tranh. Moi ngudi noi
chuyén chién tranh nhw né van dang xdy ra vdy, khu ngoai thanh thi trdn
dang dugc khdo sdt dé xdy dung. Nhitng ngéi nha xdy trwdc ddy déu rat
x@u. Nhin cdnh nay em lgi nhé ng6i nha nhé cua chiing ta. Em biét anh
ghét n6 nhung du sao do ciing la noi em séng sudt chin nam.

Dwight, em dd doc tdt cd cdc bai bdo, ca nhitng bai trén to tap chi rdc
rudi kia. Khéng biét bao nhiéu la nhitng 10i doi trd thé bao. Em phdn vdn
khéng biét chuyén gi sé xdy ra mdc du em khong hé muon biét. Khong hiéu
sao Elizabeth Short lai khong dugc nhdc dén. Em ttrng tw coi minh la con
nguoi ngay thang nhung dém qua em da ngoéi mét minh trong phong dém
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lai nhitng loi néi d6i. Nhitng loi em dd néi doi anh va cd nhitng diéu em
chwa néi véi anh. Em cdm thdy vé cung xdu ho vi da déi anh qud nhiéu.

Em xin [0i anh vi chuyén d6 va em khdm phuc nhitng gi anh da lam véi
Madeleine. Em khéng biét c6 ta doi voi anh thé nao nhung em biét anh
phdi tra gid thé nao khi bdt cé ta. C6 phdi co ta giét Lee khéng? Hay do lai
la sw doi tra? Tai sao chiing ta lai khong thé tin diéu do?

Em con chiit tién Lee dé lai cho em (mét 101 noi doi vi khéng néi ra, em
biét vdy) va ngay mai em sé lai lén duong di vé phia BDéng. Em muén trdanh
cang xa Los Angeles cang t6t, em muén dén mot noi thdt mdat mé, dep dé va
co kinh. Co6 thé la New England, c6 thé la Great Lakes. Chi khi nao dén noi
em mdi biét la minh dang & do.

Hy vong ld thu nay sé sém dén tay anh,

Kay

Tdi biit: Anh con nghi dén Elizabeth Short khng? Em van thuong xuyén
nghi dén c6 dy. Em khong ghét c6 dy ma chi nghi dén théi. Thdt la ling.

K. L.B

Toi gitr 14 thw va doc di doc lai dén vai tram lan. T6i khong quan tdm no
c6 y nghia gi, am chi gi vé twong lai cta to6i, vé Kay hay ca hai ching t0i;
toi chi biét doc n6 va nghi dén Betty.

Toi tong tap ho so ¢ khach san El Nido vao thung rac va nghi dén c6 ay.
H. J. Caruso cho t6i lam cong viéc ban xe, t6i nghi dén co6 dy khi di san
lung nhitng chiéc xe san xuat nam 1950. Moi lan di qua khu dat trong & goc
dwong s6 39 va duwong Norton nhin thdy nha ctta dang moc 1én t6i lai nghi
dén co ay. Toi khong dan vat minh vi da tha cho Ramona, hay phan van
khong biét Betty c6 dong y hay khong. T6i chi nghi dén c6 ay. Va chi cé
Kay - nguoi luon khon ngoan hon toi - gidp toi tim dugc cau tra 1oi.

La thw thi hai cua nang déng dau buu dién & Cambridge, Massachusettes
va lay dia chi nha hiéu tredng trudng dai hoc Cambridge.

11/9/1949
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Anh Divight

Em van la ké noi déi, nguoi hay chan cht, nhiit nhdat. Chiing em quen
nhau dvgc hai thdng réi va bdy gio em md&i ddm noi véi anh. Néu la thw
nay khéng dén dugc vdi anh, em sé goi cho Russ Millard hodc goi vé nha.
Em muén néi bang thu trudc.

Dwight, em c6 mang roi. Chuyén xdy ra ding vao khodng thoi gian
khiing khiép do, khodng mét thdng trwedc khi anh ra di. Vao dip Gidng sinh
em sé sinh, va em muén giir dita con nay.

DPdy la sv tién bo cta c6 nang Kay Lake chi biét thut Itui nhw em. Anh c6
thé viét thu hodc goi dién cho em khong? Anh goi sém? Hay ngay bdy gio?

D6 1a sy kién 16n do6i véi toi. So vdi 1oi tai but caa la thu treede thi cé gi
la khong? Co bi thuwong khong? Chi la chuyén vui.

Em van nghi dén Elizabeth Short, dén viéc c6 dy dd phd tan cubc song
cua chung ta nhu thé nao, mdc du chung ta khong hé biét c6 dy la ai. Khi
dén Cambridge (lay Chtia, em md&i yéu nhitng con nguoi di hoc & day lam
sao!) em mdi chot nhé ra la c6 dy lon 1én & gan ddy. Em ldi xe dén
Medford, dirng lai dn t6i va néi chuyén véi mét nguoi mu ngoi & ban bén.
Em nhdc dén Elizabeth Short. Liic dau anh 4y c6 vé buon nhung ldt sau
anh dy néi khodng ba thdng trudc c6 mét anh cdnh sdt Los Angeles dén
day tim ké giét “Beth.” Anh dy td lai giong noi va cdch phdt dm cta anh.
Em thdy radt tw hao, nhung em khéng néi véi anh dy nguoi cdnh sdt kia la
choéng em, béi vi em khéng biét anh cé con coi em la vg khong.

Van phan van,

Kay

Toi khong viét thw trd 101, cling khéng goi dién. To6i ban ngo6i nha cua
Lee Blanchard va bay di Boston.
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Chuong két

Trén may bay, t6i ng6i nghi tat ca nhitng diéu ma t6i phai gidi thich véi
Kay, nhitng gi can néi dé khong dnh huéng dén hai - hodc ba - chiing t6i.

Nang phai biét rang t6i van la mét tham t& madc du khong dwgc mang
phu hiéu, rang trong su6t mét thang troi ciia nam 1949 t6i da rat sang sudt,
diing cdm va day nghi luc dé hy sinh. Nang phai biét rang sitc néng ctia n6
c6 thé thiéu dot toi bat c lic nao, t6i sé trd thanh nan nhan cua théi to mo
xdu xa. Nang phai tin rdng t6i cwong quyét khong dé chuyén do lam hai
nang nia.

Va nang phai biét rang chinh Elizabeth Short la ngwdi mang dén cho
ching t6i co hoi tht hai nay.

Gan dén Boston, may bay di vao dam may mu. T6i thdy s¢ hai vi n6 sé
cwdp di co hdi dugc doan tu, duge lam bo cda t6i. Toi nghi dén Betty: mot
10i wéc, ding ra la 16i cau nguyén co dy phu ho cho t6i. Pam may tan di va
may bay ha canh, mot thanh pho 16n sang birng liic trdi chang vang t6i hién
ra bén dudgi. Toi cau xin Betty cho t6i dwgc binh an trén quang duong trd
vé vGi hanh phtic con lai.
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* Chu thich »

1 Toai may bay chién dau noi tiéng do Piic san xuat trong Thé chién thit
hai.

E'HOi c6 tr twdng than phat xit dwgc thanh 1ap @ My nam 1933 do Fritz
Kuhn dan dau.

Bl Hai tay co bac néi tiéng nguwoi My goc Nhat.

4 Nha tu ¢ bang California tirng la noi giam giit t6i 110.000 nguoi My
goc Nhat trong Thé chién thi hai.

5 Bo quan 4o dut (4o dai dén dau gbi, quan hep. O day chi cudc néi loan
xdy ra nam 1943. (sé chu thich thém & phan sau).

& Thu do cua Libya.

I Mot loai regu whisky cua Scotland.

& Thuwdc Anh twong dwong 0,914 m. (Tat ca cac cha thich déu cta ngwoi
dich).

& Nhitng dung cu dung trong luyén tap thi dau quyén anh.

L Pon vi do trong lwvgng ctia Anh, My twong duong 0,454 kg.

bl Thanh pho thudc bang California nam & phia Bong khu ngoai 6 Los
Angeles.

2 Kénh dao Panama.

I Cudc xung dot gitta hai nhém thanh nién nguwoi My va nguwoi Méhico
xdy ra vao ngay 3/6/1943 lam bon ngwoi thiét mang va bi thuwong. Tén goi
dugc dat theo kiéu quan 4o dac tring ma hai bén mac.

W PDién vién, ca sy nodi tiéng nhitng nam 1940 tirng dwgc ménh danh la
“nit hoang” Hollywood.

L2 Mot loai rau xanh 14 to, thwong tréng trong vieon lam rau an.
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Le Nguyén van tiéng Bic: Guten Tag

I Nguyén van tiéng Bidc: English Scheisser! Churchill Scheisser!
Amerikanisch Juden Scheisser.

L Nguyén van tiéng Birc: Wo (& dau).

L2 Hoi cac nam ntt sinh vién treong dai hoc dwgce thanh 1ap t nam 1776
v6oi muc dich doan két twong trg lan nhau trong hoc tdp va cong viéc va
nhiéu hoat dong khac bao vé quyén lgi cia sinh vién. Hién nay hoi van con
hoat dong, thanh vién chu yéu la cac hoc gia c6 dia vi cao.

0 Ng6i lang & bang Coahuila, Méhico noi dién ra chién thang cuia My
trong cudc chién vdi Méhicé nam 1847.

21 Vinh hep & Nauy.

2 Bot gidy san xudt theo khuon hinh thuwong dé lam hop, khay...

= M6t loai sing con ti dong do My sdn xuat ti* nam 1902, duong kinh
vién dan 19,1mm.

24 Tén vo s quyén anh nguwdi My va nguoi Pic da c6 tran thi dau lich st
trirde khi xay ra Thé chién thit hai vi tinh than dan t6c cia moi nguai.

=1 Mot loai thudc chéng triéu chitng bu6n ngu.

2 Ten vi twong, la mot trong nhitng nguwoi tham gia lanh dao cudc cach
mang Méhic6 dau thé ky 20.

& Ten hai dia danh ¢ phia Nam hat Los Angeles thudc vung ngoai 6
thanh pho Los Angeles.

2 Chu voi trong phim hoat hinh cia Walt Disney.

2 Nam dién vién noi tiéng hoi cudi thé ky 19 dau thé ky 20 dugc ménh
danh la “ngudi c6 hang nghin khuon mat”.

Lu T'én viét tat cia Birc Quoc Xa.

L1 Pai hoc California nam & thanh ph6 Los Angeles.

2 Tén dia danh & thanh phé Los Angeles c6 ma so buu dién 1a 421217.

https://thuviensach.vn



& Phong khi doc la noi thi hanh an cac tén t6i pham bi t hinh cta canh
sat Los Angeles.

4 Hang san xuat do gia dung noi tiéng cia My.

= Xe ban tai loai nhé cua canh sat, thwong dung dé di tuan va ché toi
pham.

s M6t trong nhitng hang phim noi tiéng 1au doi nhat cia My thanh lap
nam 1929 da san xudt nhitng bo phim kinh dién nhw (tam dich) Céng ddn
Kane, Cudc séng thdt tuyét voi...

&1 Thanh pho thudc hat Los Angeles.

B4 Ten mot loai bao su to ¢ My.

2 Ngwoi thich dong duc ni.

L Pong tién xu cia My. 1 penny = 1/10 d6 la.

L1 Bai bién ¢ Hawaii, nam canh Honolulu, mot trong nhitng bai bién dep
noi tiéng nhat thé gidi.

12 Tén ngon nui c6 rat nhiéu hoa dai dep ¢ California.

4l Kjéu kién tric pho bién giai doan cudi thé ky 15, dau thé ky 17, cac
ctra déu c6 khung go.

“ Pai phat thanh cia thanh phé Los Angeles.

= Tén loai do udng tw ché dé gay buén ngu.

L Hoc thuyét ton gido cta John Calvin nhan manh sy cttu roi linh hon
ctia Chua va cho rang Chua da Iwa chon nhitng nguwdi dwoc tin twdng va bao
VeE.

Wl Tén that William David Conn (1917-1993), v0 si quyén anh hang
trung noi tiéng nguwdi My.

1l Kiéu vay truyén thong dac trung ctia ngwoi Scotland.

©I Ramona hoat canh lich str.

L Thanh phé 16n ndm & phia Tay Bac Méhicd, giap véi bang California
cua My.
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Ll Tén dwong pho noi tiéng sam uat nhit ¢ thanh pho Santa Cruz,
Bolivia.

&2 Nhan hiéu xe noi tiéng cua hang Chevrolet.

&l Xu huwéng thiét ké pho bién tir 1920 dén 1939 cé anh hwdng 16n dén
nghé thuat trang tri kién tric, noi that, thiét ké cong nghiép...

= Thi twéng doc tai phat xit Y.

&l Kiéu toc dac trng trong nhitng nam 1940 & My va Méhico, sau gay
dé duoi vit.

&9 Giao si @ treong hoc, bénh vién, hay trai linh.

&1 Fatty Arbuckle, tén that la Roscoe Conkling Arbuckle (1887-1933)
dao dién kiém dién vién hai cho thé loai phim cam.

2 MGt loai quan phuc da chién dugce twdng Eisenhower lwa chon st dung
nam 1944.

& Nguyén van: Distinguished Service Cross - huan chwong cao quy thw
hai ctia quan déi M¥ danh tdng cho chién cong xuat sac hodc nhitng hanh
dong anh hung chdong ké thu.

[ George Smith Patton: Vi twéng chi huy quan déi My trong thé chién II
ddc biét trong cac chién dich & Bac Phi, Phap va Diic.

1 Mot loai sung ngan céng vu kiéu cii do Pic san xuat.

2 Gidi thuwdng noi tiéng thwong nién ctia My trao cac cac dién vién xuat
sac.

=1 Tén mot loai thudc an than.

© Mot loai chup lam bang cao su mém thuwong dung dé chup vao co t
cung dé tranh thai.

=l Tén mot bai tho trit tinh bi bién thai thanh bai hat kich duc.
©l MGt loai rigu trang ctia Méhicé ngam véi cay thua.

2l Nguyén van tiéng Tay Ban Nha: Habla inglés.
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= MGt loai rvgu manh, uong thwong pha véi nwdc néng, duwong, chanh
va cac loai gia vi tuy thich.

= Pén dot bang gas thuwdng dung trong phong thi nghiém.

o Mot loai thudc gitp tang ap huyét, nhip tim thuwong dung trong treong
hop cam thay cang thang hay nguy hiém.

1 Hedda Hopper (1885-1966) dién vién kiém bién tap vién muc chuyén
phiém cta My. Ba sinh ra & bang Pennsylvania, chét & Los Angeles,
California.

2 Cong ty cung cap dich vu dién thoai tra tién tredc.

= Vung ring ram ¢ cao nguyén phia dong bac nwéc Phap.
 Bénh lao da.

= Giong cho 16ng muot, tai to cup xudng.

%l Bon buodn tré con.
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