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Loi gidi thieu

Kiriki Tomomi buwdc vao ky nghi xuan tredc khi 1én cap 2 vdi nhiéu
khiic mac. B6 me da ly than do cudc chién trién mién vGi gia dinh hang
x6m. Ba qua doi mdi day khién c6 bé chim dam vao sau mudn va nhitng
gidc mong la lung. O nha ca ngay chi ¢ ong ludn ldi thai véi nhitng viée
riéng va cau em Tetsu con nhé nhung wong buwéng. Thé nén khi Tetsu bat
dau roi khéi nha lang thang khap thanh phé véi mét sit ménh ky la: tim
meo 0m, Tomomi lién di theo bdo vé em...

Nhitng cudc phiéu lwu cua hai diva tré trong thanh ph6 da khién Tomomi
vut thay doi, c6 hiéu hon nhitng ngudi xung quanh, hiéu hon chinh minh.
Va, cubn sach da nhv mot cung dan trong tréo, dam du vi mat lanh va choi
voi cila mua xuan, cho nguwdi doc dam chim vao mudn van cdm xuic ngay
tho, dé khi tinh lai swc nhan ra, 14 da xanh, ha da sang, va co bé con kia da
16n ty Itc nao.
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Chuvong 1

Quai vat day, quai vat dén kia...!

bam dong vira gao thét vira thao chay. Hinh dang toi ra sao ban than toi
cling khong ro nita, nhung ho da néi nhu vay thi co 1é téi ding la quai vat
10i.

Trong giong ndi d6 cua ho cé gi nhw ché giéu, khién toi phat y qua.

Chay di, chay mau di. Trong kia, con quai vat cham chap. Ci chay di la
né khong bat dwoc dau.

Mot ngwoi dan 6ng la mat nhao ngay dén gan, lé lwdi vGi toi roi chay
bién di. T6i mudn bat 6ng ta, nhung co thé toi té liét nhi mdt con ca dang
gidy chét trén can. Tham chi t6i khéng biét phai cr dong canh tay thé nao
nita. Vi thé, t6i ben déc hét hoi strc cat tiéng gam khung khiép. To6i ding
lai, nham mat, c6 sitc hét nhw mudn non hét ra nhitng mam doc dang cudn
x0day trong co thé.

Cha, that dé chiu.

Gio thi moi ngwoi ro la dang sg run. T6i khodi chi tiép tuc gam rd. Xung
quanh da chang con ai, tiéng kéu “Quai vat kia, quai vat kia!” cling bién
mat. T6i van gam rd. Mot minh. That long t6i chang mu6n thanh quai vat
dau, t6i vira nghi vira tiép tuc gam ra.

BBB

“Trén doi nay, th gi la dang sg nhat?”

Bong dung bi hdi, ngudi t6i lien noi 1én khong nhw bi rit rong. Nhung
trang thai do6 chi dién ra trong mot khoanh khac. R6i t6i tinh day.

T6i khong mudn tinh day. Tai nghi “Tinh ddy r6i sé sao nita day?” Va
thé 1a t6i bi kéo trd lai c6i mong giong con ca sau chim minh trong dam lay.

Ung uc, ung uc, Uing uc...

“V6i em thi la ca map.”

Tiéng no6i vong 1én tir chiéc givong tang dudi.
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Ca map? Tai sao vd&i Tetsu lai la ca map nhi?

“Ca map la tht dang sg nhat.”

T6i nhé lai gidc mo ban nay. Gan day t6i hay gdp giac mo ay.

“Chi thi sao?”

Thit dang sg nhat trén doi nay w...?

“La quai vat.”

“Nhu thé nao co?”

“Khong biét.”

Tetsu hirm mot tiéng, roi néi thém, rang vdi nd thi bi cA map an thit la
diéu dang so nhat.

“Thi khong di bién nita la duwgc chi gi.”

“Di may bay, cling c6 thé roi xudéng bién ma.”

Thi dirng di may bay nita, tdi quyét dinh khéng néi thé. Thay vao do, t6i
trum chan béng qua dau.

Budi 1€ tot nghiép ngay hom qua that t6i té. T6i duwgc chon lam dai dién
1én nhan bang t6t nghiép cho ca 16p. Nhung budi 1€ vira bat dau, t6i da thay
kho6 chiu trong nguwdi. Vira nghe xuwéng tén tirng ban, tdi vira nghi chac
chan la do may miéng difa tr bita sang roi.

“Pai dién cho ba muoi chin ban trén, Kiriki Tomomi.”

Nghe goi, toi cat budc, tran bong dau nhoi. Toi di 1én san khau, nghe
tiéng thay hiéu tredng doc gidy chitng nhan ma tran dau nhu thé bi ép vao
birc twong bang sat. Nhan bang xong, t6i nhin moi nguwoi tw trén san khau,
chuan bi cti dau chao. B6 me ¢ dau vay nhi...? Bau moi nguwdi ct nhap nha
nhap nho nhw nhitng dgt song mau den.

Nghe ké lai, Iic d6 t6i ngad ngira vé phia sau giong hét nhw may canh
ngat xiu trong truyén tranh.

Rat dot ngot.

Bang t6t nghiép ctia moi ngwdi roi tung toe.

Biét chuyén thday chd nhiém Noguchi da am t6i dang ngat xiu tdi phong
y t€ cang khién t6i rau 17 hon. Thay Noguchi la ngwdi ma cd nam troi chi
madc ding mot bo quan o thé thao. Thay Noguchi la ngwoi rét thich hit dat
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va choi nhdy day. Ma khi choi nhay day thi thay chi dan mat vao ngyc may
dia con gai phop phap. Cai nay thi ni sinh trong trweong déu biét ca.

“Em ma cau dugc con ca map thi sé ra 1énh cho n6 an thit ‘6ng ta’ luén.”

Nghe thay giong Tetsu, tdi dot nhién tinh ngt hin. Ong ta? Ong ta 12 ai?
T6i nhom xudng tr tang giwong trén, thay Tetsu dang chui trong chan xem
cuon sach minh hoa da rach nat.

“Ong ta 13 ai?”

Nhung dung luc do thi civa phong bat ma.

“Thitc roi thi mau day di!”

Me that 1a, da khong go cira, cling chang thém chao. T6i van ndm nguyén
nhu vay, tay vay vay kiéu nhw hen gap lai me sau.

“Pau con van con dau a?” Me ghé sat vao mat t6i. “Mat con trong xanh
xao qual”

“Chac sé con dau nita ddy a.” Toi chui lai vao trong chan. “Tt hom nay
la bat dau ky nghi xuan r6i me khong nhé a?”

Me théd dai roi lai lau bau gi do, dai khai l1a to6i nhw con 6c¢ vit bi 1ong vay.

Sau d6 me noi: “Hai dita di vit rac cho me nhé, minh me khong mang
hét dugc.” R6i nhu moi ngay me tdi cong ty, nhw mot con gio.

To6i cling khong ré6 minh nhw thé nay cé ding véi cai cau “con oc vit bi
l6ng” khong. T6i chi cdm thdy minh khong phdi la con 6c vit bi long, ma
giong con lac caa chiéc dong ho khong 1én day cot hon.

Mua hé nam ngoadi, to6i chang di boi lan nao. Téi mua thu t6i cling thoi
khong di choi v6i 1t ban. Toi bé khong choi piano nita vao dip Giang sinh.
Pau t6i bat dau hay dau nhu thé nay hinh nhu tir tredc d6 mot thoi gian.
Pén mua dong, t6i tut khoéi vi tri nhat 16p & trung tdm hoc thém, thé nhung
toi cling khong doi truong nguyén vong. Toi nghi tinh trang nay la khong
binh thwdong va néu c6 gang thém chat nita chac chan sé xoay chuyén dugc
tinh thé. Thé nhung dau 6c t6i ngay mot do dan, du van sot rudt t6i 16p hoc
thém, va két cuc la t6i trugt ca hai trwong trung hoc da dang ky. Qua lac
cta chiéc dong hé khong 1én day cét, cit treo mai roi cling sé cham chap
dirng lai ma thoi.
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T6i mang tdi rac ra ngoai, may da che kin bau troi. Bau troi day nhitng
dam may xam nhu thé sap mwa, anh sang ciing chuyén sang mau xam lanh
180. R6i mau xam cta... Gi thé kia? O géc dudng c6 con gi dé.

Chan n6 dudi thang do, mat va miéng thi ngdm chat. Hinh nhu né bi xe
dam phai, nhung lai chang thady chdy mau. M6t con méo to, mau xam. Ca
chan lan du6i n6 déu map u.

Tbi e dé 1dy ngén tay cham vao ngudi né. O duéi 16p 16ng mém 1a mot
co thé cing nhw da. Lanh cong.

“Cai gi vay?”

Tetsu tay ling lang tui rac con lai budc dén. Toc mai cta né khd citng
nhv rdu ngo, dung ding 1én, cai do cai léch ctc tho ra khoi quan. Troi lanh
nhu vay ma n6é khéng mdc o len, cling khong them di tat. Trong né nhw
nguoi vira duge citu nan sau khi bi gié théi tung 1én.

“N6 chét roi a?”

“Co lé bi 6 t6 dam.”

Tetsu nheo mat, nhiét tinh gat dau dong y v&i cau néi cta t6i.

“Bon meéo bi dén 6 t6 lam giat minh la ngwdi citng do lai. Thé nén mdéi bi
dam.”

“Cha, hiéu biét nhi.”

“Trong sach viét thé ma.”

Lai thé roi, to6i nghi. Nhitng diéu Tetsu néi lic nao cling chi la nhitng
diéu dugc viét trong sach minh hoa véi “Bach khoa gi gi do”.

“La con duc chi nhi!”

“Em biét a?”

“NO c6 kia kia.”

Tetsu dwa tay chi. O chd gbc dudi con méo diing 1a c6 hai vién tron tron.
Trong giong nhu hai qua so ri day long.

“Pung that.”

“Chac chan day la m6t con méo ‘trum’ cyc khoe. N6 tGi day dé md rong
lanh tho day.”

“Méo ma ciing c6 lanh thé co a??”
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Co6 chit, Tetsu gat gat dau, van dan mat vao con meo héi: “Ma con méo
nay, lam thé nao bay gio?”

“Néi v6i ong, nho 6ng goi dién di dau do.”

“Pau do la dau?”

“Chi cling khong biét nita... C6 1€ la trung tam y té, hay may noi kiéu
nhuw thé dy.”

Hoi tredce cling lau roi, toi da c6 lan thdy mot con ché bi 6 t6 dam dwoc
ché di bang xe tdi. Hai nguwoi dan 6ng mdac do bao hd lao dong giai thich
cho t6i nghe du t6i cling chang héi: “Nhin nay, n6 cé deo vong co day nay.
Pruing la ngdc ma. N6 di lac r6i sg qua, ty nhién lai chay x0 ra.”

N6 la mot con ché 16ng ngan, mau nau nhat, rat gay, giong nhw mot
nguoi tran trui. Nhin cai than minh citng ngac ctia né ma t6i ¢ cdm thay
nhu chinh t6i cling bi 6 t6 chén qua, r6i bi ngudi dan 6ng d6 am di ay. To6i
nhap vao con ché dé roi di dau mat... Mot thoi gian sau do, toi ct tw danh
roi ty cau véo co thé minh, dé chac chan rang t6i van dang song. Day cling
la 1an dau tién t6i nhin thay dong vat chét.

“Cho em di.”

Tetsu dang ng6i x6m nguwdc mat 1én nhin toi.

“Gi cg?”

“Purgc ma. Néu dang nao cling nhd nguwoi ta mang di.”

Tetsu 1dy mot tdm bia cac tong nguwdi ta vitt & cho do rac, dung dau ngén
chan an lén lvng con méo da cirng ngac ro6i tirng chut mét, xoay tré dat no
1én trén tdm cac tong. N6 dang hai tay nam ldy mép tdm bia, can than, tw tw
buwdc di nhu thé dang bé mot cai khay 16n. Tay né run run vi sttc nang. Dau
con meéo tho mot nira ra khoi tdm bia, tir miéng né chay ra mot vét mau nhw
sgi chi dé nhé xudng nén dwong xam.

“Em dinh lam gi?”

Nhung Tetsu chang trd 101, c@ nhw vay ma di vao trong vuon.

“Nay.”

That 1a! Khong biét cai thang nhéc nay nghi gi nita. To6i lai phdi cam
thém tui rac cua no.
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BBB

An sang don dep xong xudi toi chay ngay 1én tang hai. Tetsu da lai chui
trong giwvong xem may cudn sach minh hoa. Bay gio la cudn sach vé may
bay. Han la n6 lai nghién cttu vé may chiéc may bay chang thé nao roi duwgc
xuong bo bién nhung nhic ca map.

“Nay, con méo ban ndy, em dinh thé nao?”

Tetsu bat dau hat v w.

“Nghia la gio chi n6i vdi 6ng dugce roi chir gi?!”

“Chi!”

“Lam sao?”

“Hom trwdce chi hit thuée cta 6ng diung khong?”

“Chi chi cham thtt thu6c thoi.”

“Vi thé nao?”

“Kinh khung lam! Rat kinh khung!”

“U hir... Nhung me ma biét 13 s& cau day.”

Thé la t6i im tit. Tetsu &y ma, né han khong phai la dita giau xac con
meo vao trong ngan tu dau. Toi nghi vay...

“Tetsu, choi co Othello khong?”

“Khong.”

“Cho em di trudc day.”

“Unm, bay gid thi khong.”

N6 ciling cha théem ngang dau 1én khoi quyén sach.

BBB

To6i di xuong dwdi nha, thit ngé vao phong tam nhung toan bo do can giat
déu dugc don roi. T6i vo thitc m@ ta lanh, tho than trong nha, roi khong
biét tir Iic nao da dirng than tho trong kho chita d6. Can phong nhé hep
thiéu 4nh mat troi, am w6t lanh lanh, swc mui long ndo, chita day nhitng
mon do chang ai nghi sé c6 ngay st dung lai. Cai ti go hng mau den cta
ba, cai gwong ba mat duwgc tdi dan day hinh khi con bé, cai hop dung bo do

https://thuviensach.vn



tra 1én chat may bo comple cii, cai hdp dung bip bé bam day bui, hop ca
phé ndng triu nit 4o, mdy cudn bach khoa toan thw nhuém mau thoi gian...

Nhuwng hom nay t6i tim dwgc mot thi kha bat ngd. N6 nam kep giita gia
sach va cdi ta gé hong, & goc phong, dugc phi mét tdim chan da bi gian
gam 10 cho. Néu khong c6 cai mii rom nam kia t6i mua & bai bién dat trén
chiéc chan, t6i chac da chang dé y dén no.

L6 ra bén dwdi tam chan la cay organ cili ciia me. Nhac cdi nap dan mau
den lanh 1€o Ién, tir ba cai can gat chon am sac, ban phim da nga vang, dén
mat go cua nap dan, va tén cta hang san xuat, déu mang mat vé cii ky dang
sg. Trudc kia, t6i c6 lan da dwgc nhin thdy tdim anh cta me héi con nho
dang ngoi trén ghé, ngodi lai nhw thé mudn néi minh chuan bi choi dan day.
Nhung gio ddy, tdan mat nhin thdy cdy dan thé nay, dot nhién khoang thoi
gian khi me con nhé hién lén treéc mat toi nhw thé da lau lam réi - nhw
phai hang tram nam, khién t6i c6 cam giac that ky la. Du hang ngay déu &
bén, nhwng duwong nhw me song trong khoang thoi gian ctia me, con toi
song trong khodng thoi gian cda t6i. Suy nghi nhw vay tat nhién c6 cam
giac that la lung.

T6i cam phich dién, bat céng tac 1én. Du t6i khong cham vao ban phim
nhing van c6 mot tiéng dong rat nhe phat ra. Ghé tai sat lai, t6i nhan ra
ngay tirng phim dan dang khe khé ngan lén. Gidng tiéng gi dé... Phai r6i,
tiéng nghe dugc tr duwong cao toc dang xa vao nhitng budi sang mua dong.
Thi tiéng dy ro dan, 16n dan, ngan 1én nhv hang loat nhitng vong xich
muodn mau dang quay déu.

“Cai d6 hong roi!”

Ong t6i khong biét tir liic ndo, dang nhin vé phia ndy. Ong ngdm mot
diéu thu6c chwa kip cham Itra, 1ach than hinh to béo vao gitta gia sach va ta
g0 hong budc dén gan cho t6i, roi viron tay t6i cong tac cta cay dan.

Pung lic do, tiéng sam vang 1én. Nhung doé lai 1a tiéng cay dan. To6i c&
twong tay ong bi kep vao dan.

“Ong dirng tit cong tic.” Toi noi.

Ong giat minh thu tay lai chin tre6c mit t6i, roi ca toéi va éng ctt ding
nhu thé khéng nhic nhich gi. Cit nghi may tiéng lao xao da dirng mot lic
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roi, vay ma lai kéu manh hon nita, kéo dai mai nhw chwa da. Cudi cung, khi
tiéng dong kinh khing da bi nghién d6 dan lang xu6ng, t6i nghi 6ng cé vé
nhw da binh tinh lai.

“Cay dan nay la cua me chau héi nhé ding khong a?”

“Piing that 1a!” Ong lic dau. “Cii qu roi ma!”

Ong mét méi viron ngudi téi rit phich cidm cdy dan ra.

“Trudc tién, phai sap xép lai da.”

“Sap xép? Sap x€p lai can phong nay a?”

Thay vi trad 10i t6i, ong lai cham lita diéu thudc, vira nha khoéi vira nhin
ngam may cuén sach trén gia.

“Ong o1, 6ng & day thi dau géi 6ng lai dau mat.”

Khéng biét c6 phai do dao nay mwa su6t hay khong ma tdm binh phong
cta can phong von thiéu anh nang mat tréi nay nd ra vi hoi am, bong thanh
tirng 16p giong hét vo chiéc banh tdo. Hoc miii bi dau ngita la do bui bam.

“Me chau bao may thit d6 ¢ day, khi nao xay lai nha, sé x ly tat ca...”

Vay nhung, 6ng c vira hat thude, vira tach titng cudn sach cii bia da
dinh vao nhau. Thinh thodng 6ng lai ho rii rugi. Khéi thu6c ¢t nha ra tirng
dot, trong giéng nhw mot cd may sip hong. Ong ding that 1a citng dau, toi
nghi. Ong 1uén luén chi 1am theo ¥ minh. Nhitng viéc nhw giai thich hay
trao doi, 6ng tuyét nhién khong bao gid 1am. Ong ciing ching nghe theo y
kién cua ai. Thé nén 6ng chang hut bét thudc, bi ho ciing khong dén kham
bac si, r6i lai con lam ban véi dong do6 cii trong can phong am moc nay.
Nhitng lic thé nay to6i rat ghét ong.

BBB

“Dao nay ong la qua.”

Toi tr giwong trén noi vong xudng, Tetsu cling dirng hat bang giong miii.
Khong cé tiéng tra 10i.

“Ong chi toan lam nhitng viéc v6 ich. Lan nay 1a sip xép lai kho chita
do.”

13 2»
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“Ho6i tredc 6ng van hay sira cho dot.”

13 2»

“Ong ciing déng cho chi cdi ti sach.”

“Con san thi lai khong dé y gi.”

Chang cé tiéng tra 16i. T6i ngoi day r6i nhom xudng tang dudi. Tetsu
dang nam sap ngu, quyén sach van m@. T6i ndm ngtta lai, “t‘m” mot tiéng,
duoi thang nguwdi. Pang nao thi, Tetsu ay, né chang hiéu chuyén gi dau.

Ong 1am sao 4y nhi? Phai roi, khong phéi chi c6 minh 6ng. Ca b6 va me
cling lam sao ay. Dao nay bé ban cong viéc dich thuat nén t&i & ludn tai can
ho thué. B6 chi thinh thodng vé nha 1y quan 4o dé thay thoi.

“Ai cling ky qudc.”

Tetsu bong dung lai néi vay. T6i giat minh nhin xuéng giwong dwdi mot
lan nita, van chi thay téc gy ctia n6 dang huéng vé phia minh.

“L0i tai 6ng ta.”

“Ong ta?” Toi nhd lai cau noi “ra léenh cho ca map an thit” Iuc tredc caa
no.

“Nay, ong ta la ai thé?”

Lai m6t lan nita né khong tra 16i. Nhung khong c6 1€ lai la... T6i khong
muon nghi thém vé chuyén do nita.

BHBB

Cai xac con méo dé khong hiéu né gidu & dau roi. Tetsu chang té ra lo
lang gi cd, né cling chang it 10i hon moi khi. Nhitng chuyén ctia né toan
nhitng chuyén chang ra lam sao kiéu nhv “ran vdi cady mangut ma danh
nhau thi bén nao sé thiang”. Tém lai, n6 van nhw moi khi. Mat troi 1an, nhw
moi ngay me di lam vé la chung t6i bat dau dung bita t6i. Tetsu sé vira bi
me ray la vita madi méi cham chap an dwge nita cho thitc an nhue moi bita,
roi me sé nhac “Pi danh rang di” va dudi n6 chay vong quanh nhw moi lan.
Nhw moi t6i t6i leo 1én giwong, doc truyén tranh mét ldc, roi tat dén. Tiép
dé6 sé nhw binh thuwong, troi sé lai sang... Pang 1€ phai la nhw thé.
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Nhung dén nita dém, khi tinh gidc, chang phai mo gi, t6i thay Tetsu dang
lan mo trong béng t6i. Van con ngai ngu, toi ngan ngwoi ra quan sat Tetsu
khoac thém cai 4o ra ngoai bo pyjama, con lam mot viéc hiém hoi 1a di ca
tat dang hoang, roi di ra khoi phong.

T6i da dinh thtr goi né, nhung lai théi. Toi bat day, tréo xudng thang cta
chiéc giwong hai tang, mdc thém &o khoac va di ra ngoai hanh lang. T6i
md&i budc xudéng dwge phan nita cau thang lanh 1éo, canh civa phia sau nha
da cat lén tiéng cot két choi tai. Thang bé di ra ngoai. Nhung ma dé lam gi
chi?

Trang rat sang. Khong khi bén ngoai dé chiu hon t6i twéng, ngay mai
chac sé c6 mua. Tetsu nip & cho phoi quan ao sau nha, 16i ra cai gi do tw
khe h& hep gitta vach twong va kho dé d6. Piing nap vao kho dé do6, nin
théd, toi c6 thé nghe thdy tiéng sot soat cia gidy bado. Chang may chdc, Tetsu
om cai géi boc bang gidy bao trong tay, bat dau tréo lén twong rao.

Cai twong rao do, cé hinh dang hoi phitc tap. Lic me con nho, dau tién
né chi la birc twong bang bé tong do 6ng xay nén, nha hang xé6m méi day
lai xay thém mdt bitc twong gach rat cao ¢ phia bén ho, ngay sat bitc twong
nay. Nghia la c6 tan hai 16p bo twong. Pau tién Tetsu treo 1én cai tu tra cii
da hong vi mua gi6 dat ¢ phia bén canh kho dé do, r6i né du ca hai chan Ién
trén bic twong bé tdéng. Sau khi da leo han Ién trén twong, twong nha bén
canh chi cao tdi ron thang bé. N6 nhe nhang dat go6i gidy bao 1én trén bitc
twong gach. Ro6i né dang chan tréo qua bic twong va ngoi 1én trén d6. N6
thd cd hai chan sang phia bén kia, 6m sat boc gidy vao trong nguc. Roi
ding vao lic né hit mot hoi 16n, khong dong day gi nhuw thé bi dong lai,
Tetsu dot nhién bién mat.

Duwdi chan bitc twong bé tong réu moc den tham. Bi bo mac & tan goc
phia bac nhu thé nay nén tr chan twong téi hang bé téng thit hai, cA nam
cha dwgc mat troi chiéu tdi. T6i ap tai vao cho twong lanh am wét nhung
chang nghe thay.

Dot nhién cay anh dao bén san nha hang xom rung rinh, toi roi khoi birc
twong. Khudn mat trang béch ctia Tetsu 1t lu xuat hién phia trén bo twong,
16 16 dwdi anh trang. T6i hoi giat minh. Khac han véi khuén mat “Tetsu da
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trang, moi lai hong, that sy giong hét cong chuia tuyét. B6i cho Tomomi cé
phai t6t khong” ma may ngudi co toi thuwdng néi, khuon mat no ldc nay kho
ctrng nhw to gidy. Mat cling giong nhuw hai 10 cat trén to giay.

“Em dang lam gi day?”

Toi cat tieng héi ding lic né tut xudng, Tetsu cd vé hoi hot hoang,
nhung ngay sau day n6 chép chép mat ra chiéu vui lam. T6i cling binh tinh
tré lai. Anh tring roi xuéng chéi ca mit. Nhung Tetsu khong hé bién thanh
yéu quai, cling khong hoéa thanh quai vat giong nhw toi trong giac mo.

“Sang nha hang x6m.” Tetsu lay ra ti trong bung do khodc t& gidy bao da
bi vo nhan nhim. “Em dé con meéo bén do6 roi.”

“La con meéo sang nay a?”

Giong t6i run run, c6 1& chang phai chi vi lanh.

«{y1”

“Vay la em mang con méo chét viit sang nha hang xém sao?”

“Pung vay.”

Tetsu lach qua ngudi t6i, 1ay ngon tay di theo bitc twong go cua kho dé
do, di ve phia ctra sau.

“Chuyeén do la sao?”

“Ha?” Trong bong t6i, Tetsu quay dau lai.

“Lam sao bay gio? Chi khong biét gi dau day.”

Khuon mat Tetsu lai m6t lan nita duwgc roi sang dwdi anh trang. Miéng no
ngam chat lai.

“Chi cling biét con gi. Loi tai 6ng ta.”

Qua nhién. Lan nay thi t6i da hiéu rd “6ng ta” ma Tetsu hay ndi tdi la
ai... Chinh 1a 6ng 1do nha hang x6m. Ong ta séng vé6i vo, nhung tir bén nha
toi c6 thé nghe dugc tiéng Oong ta thuwong gao thét véi ba 1do, mot ngudi co
vé hién lanh.

“Khong phai chi vi lang tai dau, tir xwa da vay roi day.”

Me t6i no6i thé. Ca ngay ong ta chi cham séc cdy coi trong vudn, nén
sang mai nguwdoi phat hién ra xac con meo dau tién, khong ai khac chi cé thé
la ong ta ma thoi.

“Ong ta ghét méo 1&m. Hoi trudc em da thay roi.”
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“Thay r6i la sao?”

“Ong ta phun thudc diét con tring vao con méo hoang chay vao vuon.
Xit xit.”

“That khong?”

“That ma! Ong ta dudi con méo ghé 1am.”

Tetsu nging lai mot lic roéi lai ndi:

“La 10i nguyén ctia méo day.”

“Bi phat hién thi sao?”

“Chang sao ca. Cai do doi tra dé!”

T6i van thay khuon mat Tetsu c6 vé gi d6 binh than. N6 lai néi thém lan
nira:

“P6 doi tra!”

BHBB

Van dé chinh l1a bo twong hai 16p la lung nay. Viéc nay bat dau twr rat lau
vé trudc, khi me t6i van con bé. Nha t6i v6i nha bén canh von khong co
twong phan chia. Lic me t6i bat dau 1am cham tap di, sg me sang lam phién
nha hang xém thi that khong hay nén ong t6i da xay twong. Nhung thg xay
twong lic dy lai nham lan, xay lan vao bén phia nha t6i - nghia la vieon nha
toi bi hep mat gan 10m? - nhwng lic nhan ra diéu ay thi da la mwdi nam sau
roi. Luc do, 6ng toi cling da néi chuyén vGi 6ng lao hang xém, rang lic nao
do, nha t6i sira sé dich lai bitc twdng rao vé diung cho cii. Tw gio tdi luc do
ctt dé nhw hién trang. Ong t6i ciing c6 néi, vudn nha bén canh béng chéc bi
bé di, ké cling tdi nghiép ho.

T&i lic ¢6 thé stra dugce bire twong thi dé da hon hai mwoi nam sau, vao
mua thu nam ngoai. Vay ma khi sang noi chuyén v6i 6ng hang x6m, ong ta
lai n6i rang: “To6i khong nhé da hiva nhw vay!” Sau day, bitc twong mdi rat
nhanh chong dwoc xay 1én. Twong rao nha t6i c6 hai 16p 1a vi nhu thé.

Ly do vi sao toi lai biét rd0 chuyén nay tdi vay... Du sao dé ciling la
chuyén xwa t¢i mitc chang nhé dwgc la bao 1au roi nita. La do me ké lai
viéc nay cho t0i, me tom dugc toi khi toi dang ngd béen trong ta lanh, hodc
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c6 khi la dang xem ti vi, roi bat dau cau chuyén. Chac han me khong thé
khong tam s véi ai d6. Ngay nao ciing thé, xong viéc ¢ cong ty, me lai dén
gap luat s hay nhiéu ngwoi khac dé xin tw van. Nhung ¢ dau nguoi ta cling
néi giong nhau. Pai loai nhv “Gi¢ thi chang lam dwoc gi nita r6i” hay la
“Sao luc do khong viét gidy t0 ré rang”. Nhitng ngay me mét moi tré vé
nha khi troi da t6i mudn cit tiép dién, roi me bat dau cii nhau vdi bs. Ong
toi bat dau chi di dao mot minh, bo t6i cling khong vé nha nita.

Gia moi nguoi hai long vai dién tich hién tai thi cé phai t6t khong. C6
lan khi t6i n6i nhw vay véi me, nét mat me thay doéi han. Me chi héi lai toi
dung mot cau:

“That sy ¢ nhw thé ma dwoc a?”

T6i khong thé tra 16i. Chi thdy sg me.

T6i khong hé mudn nghe thém vé chuyén dé. Vi la chuyén cia nguoi
16n. Toi chi giam minh trong phong hoc bai, nhung chang vao dau chut
nao. Nhitng lic nhuv thé, t6i lai thdy ghen ti v4i Tetsu. Chang c6 ai lai di ké
chuyén ctia nguoi 16n cho Tetsu nghe. N6 con bé, chang nhd cdy dugc gi,
sap 1én 16p bon ma ciling chang ty thay quan 4o cho ra hon. Tetsu that vo
tich su.

Thé nhung, Tetsu lai nghe hét moi chuyén.

“Co6 lan em noi v6i ong roéi. Bao sao o6ng lai dé yén cho mot ké nhw thé.
Sao khong giét quach di cho ro6i.”

T6i khong thé nao twdng twong noi Tetsu lai n6i chuyén dé véi ong.

“Roi 6ng noi gi?”

“Ong néi em khong dwoc nghi nhu thé. Trong mit ong dif 1dm.”

N6 noi, ditng nép dwdi cho phoi quan ao nhu thé lanh lam.

“Em thay nha minh c cii thé nay ciing dwgc ma.”

T6i chang noi duge gi. Bo twong ndi 1én mot mau trang dwdi anh trang,
c6 vé khong phai do anh sang. Cho bong to6i phia bén kia thém dam dac
hon, hai dita chung t6i nin thg, dong tai 1én nhu nghe ngong.

BBB
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Nhuv dv doan, ngay hom sau troi mwa. Co 1€ tww sang da leo lén bo twong
bé tong theo d6i nha bén canh ma chang cam 6 nén dén budi chiéu, Tetsu
phat sot.

“Ong ta diing 1a ngudi rat xau xa.” Tetsu noi trong con mé sang. “Ong ay
do6t cung véi rac luon r6i.”

Tat nhién, t6i hiéu ngay n6é dang néi vé con méo hom qua. Nha hang
x6m c6 cdai 10 dot rdc mau bac, dung dé dot 1a roi hay canh cay gdy. Toi
chgt nhé téi khuén mat rdm nang vi cham vwon véi nhitng nép nhan sau
cta ong gia hang x6m. Cai 10 d6 chac chan dung dé dot da thit. Khong chi
c6 meo, khong chirng 6ng ta cé thé giét ngwdi, xé nhd ra va dot bang cai 10
d6 nira. That, chac chan la c6 thé.

“Em c twdng minh sap 1én con dau tim co ddy.” Tetsu khé khan tré
minh.

“Nhung chac chan la 6ng ay cling giat minh.”

“Con lau. Ong ta tic gian, quat ca ba vo.”

T6i bong chdc trd nén ban ron. Phai mua thudc réi cho Tetsu uéng, lam
tli nwdc da chwdm cho nd, ham néng sita. T6i c6 cam gidc minh khong thé
khong lam nhitng viéc d6. Vi chi minh t6i biét bi méat ctia Tetsu.

“Chi!”

Tiéng goi nghe théu thao nhw thé mudn téi dong long. Téi nhom vao
trong giwvong dudi thi thay Tetsu mé hé mat.

“Em vira mo s¢ lam. Em khong thoi kén harmonica duwgc, thé 1a bi nguoi
ngoai hanh tinh giét.”

“Tai con sot day.”

“Co ca thay day nhac Shiiki nita. Thay 4y ciing la nguwdi ngoai hanh
tinh.”

Thay day nhac Shiiki ding that rat dang so. Thay cling tirng la thay cta
ba.

“Thay ay...”

Tetsu ho khu khu vai tiéng r6i nhin vao mat t6i nhw thé dang dé lai
nhitng 10i tran troéi quan trong.

“Poi toc gia day.”
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“Sao em biét?”

“Em 10t n6 ra roi ma.”

“B0 toc gia 4?”

“Pung! Luc ditng day chao thay ay, xoet mot cai.” Tetsu con khong cuwoi.

“Pdy la phan tiép theo cta giac mo a?”

“Khong phai dau. Em nhin thdy thé that ddy. T6c gia bi 16t xoet mot cai,
may sgi téc ngan cilin bac trang nhw toc 6ng hang ca ay.”

“That kinh khung!” Tetsu lam bam nhuv ty néi v6i minh, mat nhin cham
cham vao mot diém nao do6 trong khong trung. Cé vé no6 van sot cao.

“Ngu di! Dén bita toi chi sé danh thitc em day.”

“Vang.”

Tetsu néi lan nita “Nhung em khong néi doi dau. Chuyén thay Shiiki
ay”, roi lai chim vao gidc ngu.

Tetsu hai ma dé hong, dang ngdy déu déu. Tetsu that lau ca. Ty y dam
mua, roi ty y phat sét, bat ngwdi khac phai cham séc. Néu la toi, t6i da
khong dam muwa. Thé nén cling sé khong bi sot.

Hoi bé hon thé nay, Tetsu bi 1én di (tng, da dé kho rap, nén nita dém tiéng
kéu “Ngwra qua, ngira qua!” cua no danh thitc ca ba day. Ba lic nao cling lo
lang cho nd. Me t6i sinh Tetsu xong la bat dau di 1am nén déi vdi ba, Tetsu
cling nhw con vay. Hang dém, né vira khoc vira goi ba. Khong phai goi me,
ma goi ba. Vi thé ba t6i chang c6 thdi gian ma ngu nita.

Lic ba mat, t6i da titng nghi, néu Tetsu khong bat ba cham s6c minh nhw
vay, c6 khi ba da song lau thém dwgc mdét chiut. Pén tdn bay gid, thinh
thodng nhitng lic buc Tetsu qua téi lai mudn néi diéu d6. Nhung khong
phai thé. Ba mat, khong phai 16i cta Tetsu. T6i la ngwoi hiéu ro diéu do
nhat.

Mua dong nam ngodi rat am, to6i nhd vao do nay hoa anh dao da bat dau
nd roi. Ba lic ay khong di tiéu dugc, nuwdc tich & trong bung. Vai tuan sau
khi bac si chan doan bénh tinh sé ngay cang tram trong ba bi hén mé, nuwéc
¢ trong bung ri ra dang miéng tirng chit mot. Thit nwdc 4y c6 mau den. Me
toi phai qua dém & bénh vién, 14y bang gac lau moi khi thit nwéc den ay ri
ra khéi miéng ba cd ngay lan dém. Phong bénh c6 mui rat khé chiu. To6i
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nhd lai nhitng ngay lién tiép trong sot rac dung day nhitng miéng gac
nhudém mau den tham nhw thé. Cé lic t6i da nghi: “Ba mat c6 khi lai tot
hon.”

T6i khong mudn nghi nhw vay, thdm chi con viét trong thiép mirng sinh
nhat ba 1a “ba mai mai, mai mai song that lau nhé”.

Vao gifta triva ngay hom sau, ba mat. Ba mat vi téi da cé nhitng suy nghi
nhv vay. Toi that long mong ba sé mai mai, mai mdi ¢ canh toi. Toi khong
hé nghi day la diéu doi tra. Thé nhung, ba da ra di mat roi.

T6i bat dau gdp con 4&c méng minh la quai vat cling tw do.

Thinh thoang, toi ldng 1é nhin di anh ba trén ban tho. Khuon mat tuwoi
cudi trong tdm anh bi chup nhoe. Thé nhung, t6i chang cam nhan dugc gi.
T6i khong c6 cdm giac dé 1a ba. Toi khong thé nhd vé ba, tham chi con sg
nh¢ vé ba.

Nhung diéu ky la la, sau khi ba mat, chithg di ng ctia Tetsu da khoi
hoan toan. Tetsu dang 4p cai ma trang da ting tho rap khoé tin 1én quyén
sach lat ip ma nam ngu.

To6i khé khang 16i ra, quyén sach day coOp, bia da son cii c6 tén Sdch dnh
vé ma quy trén thé gidi. Bung la Tetsu, da s6t nht vdy ma con xem loai
sach nay. Nao la Trinh thdm nhdp mén r6i Loat truyén bi an, c6 bao nhiéu
cu6n no thich co ma. T6i gdp voi cudn sach lai, roi cat né lén tang cao nhat
cta gia sach, noi Tetsu khong thé véi t6i. Nhung ma, trang sach dang dugc
md ra la vé “Meéo thanh tinh”. T6i cdm thay c6 mot chit bat an. Tetsu c6
phai van dang nghi vé con méo d6 khong? Co phai nd phat sot la do nghi
tGi “10i nguyén” cta con meo chét d6 khong?

BHBB

Chiéu t6i ngay hom sau, Tetsu vdi dang di xiéu veo nhw ndm kim cham,
bat dau day thay quan 4o.

“Em ct* nam thém di.”

T6i ng6i bén ban hoc, soi guwong trong hop son phan ctia me va dung kéo
tht cong cat toc mai. T6i lam nhw vay dé gidm sé lan ra tiém cat toc. Chang
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phai vi toi tiét kiém gi ma do to6i khong thodi mai khi dén tiém cat toc. Dac
biét khi thg cat toc 1a dan 6ng.

Phia trén 16ng may trai bi ngan qud, toi dinh cat lai cho déu thi bén phai
lai bi ngan hon. T6i vira soi guwong vira hoi:

“Em c6 di kham khong?”

“Em ha sot r6i, khong can dau.”

“Chi pha b6t san nong cho em nhé?”

“Em khong uéng dau.”

“Co6 ca xup an lién day. Cé vi tritng ma em thich nita.”

“Bay gio em khéng mu6n an.”

“Htrm.”

Hturm. Thé 1a t6i lai chang cé viéc dé lam. “Em chuan bi di dau a?”

“Vang.”

“Bay gio chwa dugc dau.”

“Thé thi em sé di kham.”

“Pé chj dva em di.”

“Thé thoi em khong di nita.”

“Khong di ntta thi em dinh di dau?”

T6i sot rudt sia di stra lai, gio thi téc mai ngan t6i tan ngang tran mat roi.
Trén ban day nhitng vun toc mong tr ltic nao. T6i sap cai hop phan “cop”
mot tiéng, roi ditng day. Tetsu dang chui dau vao chiéc 4o len, xoay vong
tron.

“Chi da néi hom nay khong di dwoc. Ong ciing sé& néi vay thdi. Chéc
chan.”

Pau né hién ra tr trong 16p do, d6i mat mét moi 1o do.

“Nguoc roi.”

T6i vira ndi thé, Tetsu lai chui dau lai vao cai ao len. Lam thé nén céi ao
phong c6 co, 4o phong 16t ctia né tho ra ngoai quan dai, nhin thady dwoc ca
bung. Toi choc ngoén tay vao khoeo chan Tetsu dang loang choang di lai
lam n6 dang chui trong do len dot nhién khuyu dau goéi, dap dau vao ta do.

“Chi lam cai gi thé!”

https://thuviensach.vn



T6i lao xubng cau thang, di thang ngay vao phong dat ti vi. Tetsu ding la
chang thém biét on ngudi da cham séc cho no gi ca. Cit mac ké no di.

Thé nhung dén chiéu t6i, khi 6ng héi toi: “Tetsu chay di dau roi nhi?” t6i
lai thdy lo lo. T6i c dé nguyén ti vi, nam ngu thiép di dwdi cai ban swdi,
nén mdi khong biét Tetsu ra ngoai tir Iic nao. Thang nhoéc nay ding la chi
di gdy phién ha cho nguoi khac...

T6i dang lau bau trong miéng, bong thay 6ng nhin minh vé kho hiéu.

“Sao a?”

“Chéau mdi cat téc day a?”

Néu 6ng thay né xau, thi c néi han ra cling dwgc ma.

“Chau di tim n6 day.”

Toi lay cai khan quang vao c6, lao ra khoi nha.

BHBB

Tha ra nhitng lan khéi trang giong nhw dang & gitta mua dong, t6i di vé
phia ngoi dén. To6i nghi day c6 vé la noi Tetsu sé dén, ma t6i cling chi nghi
ra moi cho dé thoi.

Gan nha chuing t6i c6 rat nhiéu doc. Mudn dén treong hoc ciing phai qua
doi, leo xuong r6i lai leo 1én hai qua doi. Qua doi thi nhat hau nhw kin nha
dan, nhung ngay trén dinh lai c6 mot ngoi dén nho thd than chién tranh
Hachiman. Ngoi dén trong that tiéu diéu, triv nhitng khi c6 1é hdi, may canh
ctta chdp bi vd luc nao cling dong chdt. Bi bao quanh bdi cay 16n, nén ngay
ca vao ban ngay ngoi dén cling am u. Thay gido t6i luén dan khéng nén di
qua noi nay vi it nguoi qua lai, nén du phai di xa hon nhung t6i voi Tetsu
van hay di vong tranh qua ngoi dén nay dé tdi truong.

Trén bac cau thang bang da rung day hoa tra. T6i budc ting bac, tiing
bac tranh giam phai ching, c6 nhé xem ching nd dep nhat la khi nao.
Nhung t6i ciing khong ré nita. Du hinh nhuw ngay nao t6i cling di qua cho
nay.

T6i dirng lai, 1ay lai nhip thé ngodi ra sau. T6i nhin cham chi xuéng phia
dwéi cung doan cau thang dai va déc, dau ngon chan bam vao mép bac
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thang da gilr thang bang, c6 gang khong dé bi hit vao d6. Nham mat lai la
pham luat. Ching toi thwong vira luon miéng hét um len “Nga kia, nga
kia”, vira choi tro “Rai ti do” dé khién Tetsu thue si bi ngd mot lan. Tetsu
toan than citng do nhw cay dinh bi uén cong, mat may xanh 1ét li€c xudng
tit phia dwgi. Thé nhung ngwdi néi cau “Thoi, dirng lai th6i” trwdc tién lac
nao ciing la toi.

Nhung néu chi mét ngudi choi thi that khéng cé gi vui ca... Téi chay mot
mach muoi bac thang 1én trén dinh.

Qua nhién! Tetsu dang & phia bén kia hom cong dic. T6i thiy cai dau
bom x0m cua né quay lai, nho ra ngoai hom cong dirc. N6 ctt lien tuc khut
khit miii, lam nham hat gi d6 c6 vé thich chi lam.

Phai doa n6 méi duoc.

T6i hit vao mét hoi, 1én lai gan.

ROi... t6i ngrng thd.

Tetsu dang ng6i xom dira vao hom cong ditc, khong mac ca quan dai lan
quan 16t. N6 van madc 4o len, c6 van quan khan, nhwng lai c@i truéng hat v
I trong miéng. Bi s6t roi thanh ra lam sao thé nay.

“A, chi!”

Tetsu chi cho t6i, van dang dong citng ngwdi, cai quan 16t dang treo long
thong trén canh cay. T6i di nhw hén ma bj théi mién t6i gan, véi tay lay cai
quan dé6. Cai quan w6t nhep. Bung ltic dy thi hon via téi quay trd lai, va toi
hét toang 1én.

“N6 sach ma. Em vira giat roi ma.”

N6 n6i nhu thé giat quan ¢ dén la diéu dwong nhién vay.

“Van chuwa kho a ?”

“Sao em lai... @ cho nay?”

“Quan dai khong sao dau.”

Cai quan dai ctia n6 dang dwgc vat trén dau con ché da. Mot bén ong bi
10n trai.

“Khong c0 ai di qua day dung khong?”

“Chang c6 ai ca. Chi c6 ba hang banh mi.”

“Thé la van c6 con gi!”
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“Nhung ma nhé... Em tim thay ran day.”

“Ran 4?”

“La ran nwdc day. N6 cling c6 trong sach minh hoa.”

Mat n6 chép chép giong nhw van lam nhitng ltc vui.

“N6 chui ra sau giac nga dong day.”

“Chuyén day c6 lién quan gi t6i cai quan ctia em?”

“Co lién quan ch. Em dudi theo con ran do roi i dun ra.” Tetsu ndi xong
roi bat cwdi “phi” mot tiéng nhw vira nghe mot cau noéi dua ky cuc. “I!
bun!”

“Tetsu!”

“Chi ra mot ti thoi ma.” N6 nhin toi, ndi giong me nheo: “Chi dirng noi
v&i me nhé. Em da giat sach sé r6i.”

“O dau co?”

“«OR”

“Em gidt ¢ dau?”

“O kia.”

Tetsu chi vao mot tang da hinh vuong c6 khac chitr “Quyén tang” ngay
canh cau thang. T6i c nhin cham cham vao tang da d6 dén nam gidy. Co6 1¢é
cai mudi muic nwdc da mat vi chang thay diu vét cua nd, roéi may cho 16m
trén mat da ngdm nwdc mwa nén moc day réu xanh. Nhung ma...

“Chi khong biét, thé nao ciing bi trirng phat day.”

“Nhirng vi than & day, khong sao dau.” - Tetsu van than nhién.

Cai gi ma “khong sao dau” chi?, t6i hoan toan khong hiéu gi ca.

“Vé thoi. Cho khoé chac dén mai mat.”

“Vang.”

Tetsu van cit tong ngong, 1dy cai quan 16t mac trén canh cay, réi né mac
nguyén ca cai quan sting nwéc dé vao.

“Ditng mdc nhw thé.”

T6i dwa cho n6 quan dai, 14y lai cai quan 16t wét.

Tetsu khong hiéu sao lai 1on trai 6ng quan to6i da mat cong 16n ra cho no,
roi lai 16n phai lan nita, loang choang thao déi giay thé thao ra, xé chan trai
vao ong quan phai. T6i gid vo khong nhin.
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“Co ma, em khong tim thdy méo ¢ dau ca.”

Bong hoa tra roi dop xudng, dung ldc Tetsu ndi vay.

“Em di tim méo day a?”

Cudi cung Tetsu ciling x6 dung hai chan vao quan.

“Ngudi ta bdo méo hay tron khéi con nguwdi réi chét. Thé nén em nghi
ngoi dén nay sé la cho phu hgp...”

Thé nhung, diéu tiép theo ma t6i ndi lai chi 1a mot cau: “Khoa quan kia.”

Tetsu cti mat xau ho, kéo cai khéa quan dang hé ra mot nira. Con chirng
mot centimet n6 van dé nguyén vay.

“Nay.” Luc nay t6i quyét dinh khong nhin gi t6i khéa quan cia n6 nita.
“Em con dam lam chuyén do nita a?”

“Dam.”

“Khong phai la méo cling dwgc ma. Ba6i giay ban nay, hay la rac chang
han.”

Cai d6 khac nhau ma, Tetsu lic lic dau. “Ong ta 1a nguoi rat ghét meo.”

Tetsu dwa tay vé phia t6i nhw mudn ra hiéu khong can noi thém gi nita.
T6i phai chuyén sang cam céi quan 16t bang tay kia.

“Khong phai rat dang thvong sao, bon méo ay?”

“Vay, me thi sao0?”

“Sao?”

“Me khong dang thwong a?”

Nghe n6 noi vay ma toi lang thinh. Toi khong nghi Tetsu sé ndi tw “dang
thwong”.

“Em ma la ngudi 16n, em sé lam canh sat, roi bat bé tu 6ng ta. Phdi 1a tr
hinh lu6n. Chi, chi c6 biét mudi ba bac thang khéng?”

“Khong biét.”

“Day thirng sé dugce quan vao c6. Budc 1én cau thang tdi bac thit mudoi
ba roi dwéi chan sé sut xuéng, co bi day thing thit chat va chét.”

“Hirm.” Cau néi “Me khong dang thwong a?” ct quanh quan trong dau
t0i. Mdc du moi lan me than van la t6i lai thay that phién ha...

“Con nita nhé, tay chan bi budc vao bon con ngya, dwa dén nga tw. Li
ngua bi roi quat bép mdt cai sé chay theo bon phia khac nhau, ngudi ciing
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bi xé toac thanh may manh. Ghé chwa!”

Tetsu lai hét 1én “Toac!” lac lv dau theo tirng nhip ro6i cat tiéng hat nhac
phim hoat hinh. N6 ct tv thém nhac nén vao cau chuyén caa né. T6i the
dai.

“That day. O nwéc ngodi ¢ an ti¥ hinh nhu vay that ma. Trong sach c6
viét nhu thé day.”

“Tw xa xuwa roi dung khong.”

“U ht, thi diing vay.”

“Em doc nhiéu sach vé van qua day.”

Tetsu hoi nghiéng dau, 16 miii n6 nd ra.

“Sao nao?”

“Chi khong hiéu dau.”

“Khong hiéu.”

“Khong hiéu cling chang sao ma.”

To6i c6 hoi sot rudt, danh giong lai hoi:

“Thi sao cht? Muoi ba bac thang la cai gi chit? Em chi toan noi nhang
noi cudi.”

“Vay néen khi nao em l6n...”

“Nguoi 16n cling khong dugce lam nhitng viéc do.”

To6i kién quyét noi, Tetsu danh im lang. N6 dung dau miii giay thé thao
vach nhitng duong ké trén mat dat. Téi duwong ké thit bay, n6 noi:

“Em chét vi 10i nguyén ctia méo ciling dugc.”

N6 néi nhu thé chac chan sé chét vi 10i nguyén ctia méo vay.

Tetsu giat 1y cai quan 16t tir trong tay toi, ngoac vao mot bén tay roi bat
dau budc di. N6 nhat nhitng bong hoa tra roi, hiat mat, budc tirng budc mot
xuong cau thang. T6i nghi nhin dang sau, sé chang ai bdo né c6 gi khac moi
hom.

BBB

Tang sang, tiéng Tetsu nghién rang lam t6i thitc giac. T6i nhanh chéng
ngoi day roi di xudéng dwdi nha. Phia cita sau khong thay déi giay cta bé.
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Chac ntta dém bo lai ra ngoai r6i. To6i hom qua, ciing 1au roi cd nha mdi
cung ngoi an bira téi vGi nhau, vay ma lai r6i tung hét cd. B da sai r6i. Vi
bd néi: “Néu & day rac roi nhu vay, t6i nghi roi, chiing ta quyét tdm chuyén
nha t6i noi khac c6 nguén nudc, khong khi sach chang phai tot hon sao?”

B6 dot ngot vé nha, roi lai noéi diéu dy tredc mat moi nguwoi, lam vay me
gian cling la diéu dé hiéu. Bung nhu t6i nghi, b6 me bat dau cai nhau, bo
thi ludng cudng, me thi hét 1én roi con khéc. Toi chi mong ong sé lam gi do
giup, nhung 6ng chi néi mot tiéng “T6i di nga!” réi khuya mudn, 6ng lai
bat dau di stta phong kho. Két cuc, chang ai néi cau “Cam on vi bita an”.

Qua nhién ngoai sanh cling khéng c6 giay ctia bo. Téi cung lic th mé&
canh cta tu giay, tw nhién thdy minh that ngé ngan. Biét sé khong co gi,
nhung van lén it kiém tra ta giay cia chinh nha minh. T6i déng sap ctra ta
lai, nhung tiéng dong dé bi hiat vao can nha dang say ngu. Cii k¥, gié luon
qua khe ctra, ctra chdp go citng ngac, da lat phong tam day nhitng vét nit,
do cii linh tinh chat dong - can nha xoang xinh ctia ching toi.

Toi vao bép, vira ditng nhon chan trén san nha lanh 1o vira hdm noéng
stta. Kinh ctta s6 m@ duc nhuém mau xanh nhw day bién. “Cha, binh minh
dén sém that ddy,” t6i nghi. Mau xanh trén cita kinh that dep. Nhung t6i lai
c6 cam giac nhitng suy nghi d6 khong phai cua t6i ma la ctia nguoi khac.
Cr dé toi that nghi, sé lai 1én con dau dau mat, nén tdi bé cudc. Thay vao
do, t6i quyét dinh budc cai “ngudi khong biét la ai” dy suy nghi.

“Tomomi, cau c6 con nhd khong?” (“ngwoi khong biét la ai” dé bat
chuyén véi t6i). “Chiing minh tir nhé van hay mo nhi. Gidc mo ngéi nha
ndy ndm giita 1an nwdc mau xanh rat dep nhv ndy.” (U, diing 1a nhw vay).
“Tomomi boi, m@ ctra ta lanh, chui vao nam trén giwong, doc sach, an com.
Con me, toc me bong bénh trong lan nwdc, giong nhw nang tién ca trong
truyén tranh. Ca bo, cad me, ca 6ng, ca Tetsu con am ngra nita, nam tay
nhau trong lan nwéc, vira nhdy mua vira ca hat. Cé thé nghe thdy tirng 1oi
hét d&t doan, cing véi bong béng tan ra trong nwdc, nwdc ¢ mui anh nang.
Con boi téi tran nha dé thay béng dén méi nita nhi. Anh dén téa sang trong
lan nuéc, dep tuyét.”
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Mot 16p vang noi lén trén madt sita, t6i ludng cudng dinh tat bép thi
“ngwoi khong biét 1a ai” dé da bién mat. Tam biét nhé. T6i noi bang giong
rat nho. Tam biét.

Sau ddy t0i chui lai vao giwong, uong sita nong. Sita da hét r6i, nhung toi
van cam cai coc ngudi dan bang hai tay, lang 1€ chd troi sang han.
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Chuong 2

Ciing khong phai lam mot viéc theo ké hoach da 1ap ra ti truéc hay thuc
hién mot 161 hita, nhwng tr hdm do, téi va Tetsu bat dau di tim meéo. Néi
chinh xac hon la tim méo chét. T6i khong nghi n6 sé tim dugc thi do, t6i
cling khéng rd n6 dinh sé lam gi néu tim ra. Chi la t6i khong mudn & nha.

“Pay la bi mat day. Khong dugc noi cho me, cling khéng duge noi cho
ong.”

Tetsu da di xong giay ditng ngoai tién sanh, mat trgn tron khi biét toi di
cung.

“Chi n6i gi thé. Chi c¢ viéc mach vu em i dun & dén.”

Tetsu so vai lai, nhin giong nhw con chim dau trén dwong day dién.

“Chi.”

“Cai gi?”

“Sao chi lai cat toc mai nhu thé?”

T6i dung long ban tay gitt cho téc mai. T6i biét duwong cat Idm cham.

“Gio thi con noi gi nita.”

“Gio a?”

Toi nhéo tai Tetsu, budc ra ngoai.

Ong gia hang x6m hom nay lai 1am vuon. Ong ta tréo 1én cai ghé thang,
1udn kéo vao nhanh cay phia trén cao. O duwdi, ba vg vira lo ling néi: “Ong
a, Ién dén do dwgc r6i”, ong ta da gao l1én giong nghe nhw chiéc dai bi reé
tiéng: “Nuwdc!”

Ba lao khé giat nay ngudi 1én, roi luéng cuong di vao trong nha. Tiép do,
ba mang ra mot coc dung day nuwdc, ding ¢ dudi ghé thang dwa 1én. Ngay
1ap tirc 6ng ta lai hét 1én: “Ba lam gi vay, lay cai x0, cai xo6 ay!” Ba lao lai
tat td chay thang vao trong nha.

“Ong ta canh chirng sao cho cai cay khong tu tién moc ra du chi mét
phan ddy.” - Toi khé thi tham. - “Mau di nhanh th6i.”
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Tetsu ngwdc mat nhin lén trdi. Mat troi téa ra anh sang trang nhe. Tetsu
voi budc nhw thé né da xac dinh dugce vi tri va quyét dinh hwdng di tiép
vay.

“Ong gia, mau nga khéi thang di!”

T6i th nghi tham trong bung nhuw vday. Nhung 6ng ta khong nhitng
khong nga, ma con khong dé y thiy toi dang nhin. Thay vao do, nguc téi lai
tré nén ndng triu nhu c6 nwdc tran vao vay.

“Tetsu, cho da.” T6i chay duoi theo né.

Tetsu ct lang thinh di thang theo con dwong dang sau truong trung hoc
cong nghiép nam doi dién vdi ga tau dién, bang qua bai do xe cua khu
chung cw, ré qua rat nhiéu con dwong nho cua khu nha &. Dang di ctia Tetsu
khong dugc ngay ngan vi doi chan vong kiéng nhung ky la la né budc rat
nhanh. T6i chi dudi theo n6 ma thdy néng hét cd ngudi, 1am tdm mo hoi.

Trong con gi6 c6 mui hwong cta cdy va cé dai. Udn thang lung, toi thi
hit vao mét hoi sau trong 16ng ngwe. Nam nao ciling vay, ¢ mua xuan dén
la th®t mui nay lai xuat hién. Nam ngodi, nam kia, ca nhitng nam truéc nita,
toi da ting biét, da ting thich no, nhung vi sao lai vay. Nam nay, sau mot
nam lai dwoc & trong thit mui hwong nay, toi nhw quén sach diéu gi dé quan
trong, that kho chiu.

Di qua san golf c6 cai lwdi mau xanh 14 cdy ma moi lan chi thady duoc tr
dang xa, chiing t6i duong nhu hoan toan lac mat phwong huéng. Ching t6i
ré qua con dwong noi chi c6 mot cita hang ban dau phu nho gitta khu nha.
Ngay luc day, dot nhién, ching t6i da ding ngay trén dinh doc cao. T6i
khong nh¢ da leo 1én con dbc nao, tai sao lai thé nay nhi? T6i hoi bat an.

“Nay, em co6 biét day la dau khong?”

Tetsu khong thém ngoanh lai, thoan thoat bwdc xudng con doc. Nhin
theo bong lung né t6i nhé lai mét chuyén tir xwa. Trwde khi Tetsu vao cap
mot, ba toi da tirng rat lo tai cia n6 c6 van dé, nén da dan né t¢i kham khoa
tai miii hong. Két qua la dén bénh vién thit ba cling néi rang n6 hoan toan
binh thwdong, nén ba danh chap nhan. Tetsu khong phai “khong nghe dwoc”,
ma la “khong them nghe”.

“Nhanh lén!”
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Tetsu di xuong hét con doc, sot rudt vay tay.

Tiéng kim loai “ruynh ruynh” nghe cang gan, t6i nhan ra n6 phat ra tw
khu dat dugce nhitng tdm sat bao quanh, ngay cho ré phai & den giao thong
phia du6i qua doi. Tdm bién vdi 16p son da bong troc dé “Xwdng san xuat
Yamamoto”.

“Pay... la gi?”

Tetsu khong tra 101 cau héi cua toi, né di tiép vGi cai dang won lwng vung
vé moi khi: “Phia nay, phia nay.” Sau day, tir cho trong c6 vé nhuw 16i ra vao
cho 6 t6, né tién vao xem xét bén trong rat nhiét tinh.

Bong dung c6 mét thit tron nhw céi dia treo ling lang trén tran nha cao
ngang tran phong thé chit dap vao mat t6i. T6i twdng cai dia dé6 dang rung
rung ha xuéng, thi bat ngd no hut 14y tang kim loai hinh vudng rat 16n nhac
1én. Nhin k¥ hon thi tdng kim loai dy chinh 1a lon hop bi nghién va sat vun
dwoc nén chat lai.

“La m6t miéng nam cham khong 16. Tuyét qua phai khéng?”

Anh mit ruc sang, Tetsu noi v6i téi: “Chi doan xem dé lam dugc mot
khoi vuong kia thi can bao nhiéu lon nwéc hoa qua?”

“Khoang 100 lon a?”

T6i trd 10i nhung chang hiéu gi ca. Cai d6 véi 1t méo thi c6 lién quan gi
chu?

“Em nghi khong ding dau. Chac la 1000 lon day.”

Cai dia hat tang sat 1én, dwa dén cho rat nhiéu tang sat chat dong nhu cuc
caramel khong 16. Mot tiéng “ruynh” vang 1én, tang sat roi xuéng tu dia
nam cham trd thanh mot phan ctia nti caramel dwgc xép gon gang.

“Dao trdc em nhdt vé lon roi mang dén day.”

Sau d6 Tetsu bong dung vdy vay tay. O gan trén tran nha 1a mot cin
phong nho 6 ctta kinh, chdc ngudi ta diéu khién dia nam cham & dé. Ong
gia v&i khuén mat 16n, vuoéng chit dién, dau doi mii bao ho cling dang vay
lai.

“Em cling muon diéu khién cai d6. Lén 1én em sé lam viéc ¢ day.”

“Pi th6i.” - T6i bong thdy mét. - “Chang c6 mot con méo nao dén tan
day dau.”
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“Chi ct di trude di.” - Tetsu lo dang nhin cham cham céi dia nam cham
ndng né kia. - “Em ditng xem thém mot chut.”

T6i ng6i xom & dé. Co 1é néu tdi ma noéi “Chi vé day” thi Tetsu sé noi
“Ctr viéc” va thé l1a xong chuyén. Nhuwng tam thoi bay gio, t6i chi con cach
lam theo y ctaa n6 thoi. N6 da néi thé, ma diéu quan trong la t6i khong biét
dwong vé nha.

BHBB

Vira nghi tiéng gi ma 6n ao qud, héa ra la diéu nhdy dan toc. Moi ngudi
xép thanh vong tron trong phong thé chat, dang nhady diéu Mayim Mayim.
Ca t6i va dam ban hoc cung tiéu hoc, ca gido vién, va ca ban & 16p hoc
thém cung nam tay ding trong vong tron. Tat cd déu mdc trang phuc rat
dep, miéng thi mim cuwdi. Nhac cang dugc choi nhanh hon, toi cling say sua
quay vong vong. Co thé nhe nhang nhu bién thanh mdt chi chim non, that
sang khodai. Chac chan moi nguwdi dang khen t6i trong that tuyét, to6i han la
mot thién tai nhdy mua.

Nhung ding ldc ay, t6i hoang hot. Chi ¢6 minh t6i 1a khong mac dé. Toi
c tran truéng ma nhdy mua. Lam sao ddy, t6i nhin xung quanh, nhung c6
vé nhu khong ai dé y viéc do. Toi dinh sé 1én chuon khéi day, nhung truée
mat bong hién ra mot khuén mat cwoi nhan nhd. “May, ca doi sé tran
truéng thé nay thoi.”

bring lic do, t6i birng tinh.

Bén ngoai van mot mau toi den, khong c6 mot tiéng dong. Toi dinh di vé
sinh, nhung cang nam trén giwvong lwdng ly, tdi cang thay tinh tdo hon. Tai
sao tw dung ké do lai xuat hién nhw vay nhi? T6i biét khuén mat cudi nhan
nha do.

Chuyén xdy ra lau roi, trong gio thé duc. T6i nghi cling phai dén nam
nam roi. Thay chu nhiém van la thay Noguchi khé chiu. Khi 16p dugce chia
ra thanh vai nhom dé thi chay tiép sitc, toi bi & cing nhém vd&i con nhé do.
N6 la dita ma hé c6 dita con gai nao chay chdm vao nhém chiing t6i la sé
lai thi tham vao tai di¥a d6?
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“Tai may & day nén tao chang muon thi gi cd.”

Ngoai ngudi bi ndi nhw vay ra, t6i nghi chi méi minh t6i nghe dwgc cau
nay.

Toi chay vong quanh phong thé chat dé bat 1ay con nho dé. Téi kich
dong dén mitc chang con biét gi nita, chi nhé rang, t6i tham chi da can luén
vao tay thay Noguchi khi thay c6 giit t6i lai. Thay da hét 1én mot tiéng “A!”
va toi bi tat vao mat.

T6i tuyét nhién khong néi ra ly do, va cling khong xin 16i, nén bj bat
ding phat su6t. Con dita con géi chay cham ra sao, t6i hoan toan khong
nhd gi ca. Bén gio nghi, con nho kia lai mang by méat cwdi nhan nhé dy tién
tGi cho t6i dang bi bat ding phat.

“Thay Noguchi ay, thay da ndi vGi cd Saeki r6i.”

Co0 Saeki 1a co & phong y té.

“May la do roi loan cam xuc!”

T6i ngay hom ay, t6i trum chan nam khéc vi qua nhuc nha. To6i chang
dap tra dugc 10i nao vao cai bo mat cwoi nhan nha do.

Thé nhung t6i bay gio dit khoat sé khong khéc dwge nhw ngay hom dé.

Két... két... Toi c6 thé nghe thay tiéng nghién rang cua Tetsu ti givong
tang dudi. Co thé nhitng diéu Tetsu ndi la that. Néu t6i la ngudi 16n, t6i
cling c6 thé lam duwgc diéu gi d6. Nhung néu diéu ching t6i c6 thé lam chi
la di tim méo chét thi ngay mai cling phéi ra ngoai thoi.

T6i nham mat lai 1an nita. Tt dé cho tdi sang, toi khong tinh day lan nao.

BHBB

Toi 180 déo di theo sau Tetsu nhw mot con chim non khong 16. Néu n6
ghé qua cho xwdng sat, toi cling sé nhin ngam déng sat vun, néu né chang
hiéu sao lai mat cong lach qua cho khe hé hep giita cot dién thoai va bo
twong, toi cling lach qua theo, né tho c6 vao 16 cong mé nap, t6i cling tho
c6 vao theo. N6 huéng vao trong cai cong bé tong can, tdi om ma kéu 1én
“Qi!” Tiéng vong lai nghe rat hay ho, tdi cfing tht kéu 1én “Oi!” Ca hai dita
ctt kéu 1én “Oi! Oi!” rdi bdng dung budn cudi qué ca tdi ca Tetsu cling bat
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cuwoi. Tiéng cuwoi vang vong trong 16 cong toi den, giong nhw c6 nhiéu sinh
vat ti hon ky la séng trong virong quoc xa x6i day cay coi.

Khi ching t6i tréo qua canh ctra treong hoc, méi dau qua la sg that. Vi
lam thé nay cé vé giong ké trdm, ma treong hoc trong ky nghi xuan lai tré
nén yén tinh, xa cach, nhw chang hé biét t6i da hoc ¢ day sudt sau nam.
Nhwng t6i van theo sau Tetsu dang nhanh nhen tién buéc, x6 chiéc tham tap
thé duc cii va tdim go van, vong qua dang sau phong thé chat, giam 1én dam
c6 kho, di xuéng doan doc va bat gap mot cai ao nhé. Hang triic bao quanh
déu bi cay truong xuan quan day, gitta dong la roi day duwdi goc, dam
duwong xi khoe mau xanh muét boi tran mwa dém qua.

“Chi khong biét 1a c6 noi nhu thé nay day.”

T6i budt miéng ndi, Tetsu chGp chdp mat, nét mat né trong rat vui.

“Pay la ao dam day.”

Tetsu ném mot hon s6i nho xudng ao, mat ao day rong dac nhw thach bat
dau loang ra nhitng vong tron, bao 1ay béng toi va Tetsu.

“Minh ditng thém mot lat nita c6 thé bat dugce rat nhiéu tritng éch day.”

“Chi ma biét dwgc cho nay truede khi tot nghiép thi c6 phai tot khong.”

“Chi ctt dén cling c6 sao. Vao nhitng ngay nghi nhw hém nay chang
han.”

Nhung nhv vay thi sé cé chit khac biét day. Chac chan.

Bau trdi gan nhu bi canh cay che kin hét. Ca tram canh cay trui 14, vieon
vé phia anh sang, chia thanh nhitng canh nhé hon, r6i nhé hon nita. Trong
giong nhu birc hinh so d6 mach mau nguoi treo & phong khoa hoc vay.
Canh cdy va mach mau ma giong nhau, that ky la. Cay ma la mach mau, thi
bau trdi chac cling giong nhw da, t6i nghi.

BBB

Budi trwa ching to6i quay vé nha, an mén mi udon 6ng ndu roi Tetsu ra
toi cung ra cho con song can.
“U, dwoc.”
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T6i vira tra 101 xong lién 1én nhin 6ng. Tetsu ciing té vé nhw kiéu “Thoi
chét r6i!” Toi twdng ong sé hdi ching t6i ngay nao ciing di ra ngoai lam gi,
nhung ong chi im ldng an mi. Chung t6i thd phao nhin nhau. Ching toi
thdy c6 16i khi bé 6ng lai mét minh & nha trong ltic 6ng mai lo stra ta do.

Téi duge bo séng can, bau troi bong nhuw rong hon. Bo dé nhw mot cai
day dai long 1éo udn cong kéo dai tGi noi nao dé, bao ldy mau xanh nhe
nhang cta san bong chay, bong da. Tréo xuong ti* bo' dé, chay bang qua san
ddu, di khoi con duong gitta nhitng bui cé lau tan sé thay dong séng 1ap
lanh anh sang dang nhe nhang troi.

“Chi c6 biét Trvong Giang la gi khong?”

“Mot con song.”

“O nudc nao?”

“Trung Quoc.”

Mat Tetsu sang 1én. “Chi cling biét nhiéu day nhi.”

“O d6 c6 ca chinh ddy. Ca chinh to hon ca nguwoi. LAm mén c4 chinh
nuwéng xot thi da cho cd tram nguoi an.”

“A, thé ha.” Tetsu 1a cai dita s& nhat dinh ching chiu dn c4 chinh day, toi
nghi tham.

Tetsu nhom xuéng dudi nwdc, nhw dé xem & day cé con gi khong. Toi thi
ngoi trén bai c6. Nhan nha cdm nhén gi6 song thoi qua, toi chot nghi tam
nang nhw thé nay & day vao lic nay la mét chuyén vo cung ky la. Con séng
da lubn chay ttr triede khi toi sinh ra, c6 thé sau khi t6i chét di n6 van sé tiép
tuc chdy. T6i du sao ciing chi 1a mot diém rat nhé thoi. T6i khong thé thay
do6i dugc viéc gi, cling khong thé lam dugc viéc gi. Nhung ma...

Lan nay t6i c6 cam giac bo sé khong vé nita. Duy chi cé diéu do 1a t6i c
canh céanh trong long mai khong th6i. T6i ngbi 6m 1ay nguc, tran tya vao
dau go6i minh.

Néu nhu tim dugc meo chét mot lan... T6i nén lam gi day? Néi that thi,
t0i sg diéu dé sé xdy ra. Ném con méo d6 sang nha hang xém? Pao md
ch6n n6? Hay vo nhu khong thay? T6i lic nay hoan toan khéng biét phai
lam gi. Nhung, c6 1€ cai xac bé nho citng ngac do, sé don ép t6i va Tetsu.
NO sé hoi: “Nao, phai lam gi véi toi day?”
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BBB

“Chi 0i, mau t6i day xem nay.” Khong hiéu tir Iic nao c6 chan Tetsu da
ngap dudi nwde. “Chi thao tat ra, nhung phai di giay. Kéo dit chan day.”

“Lanh 1am, chi khong xuéng dau.”

Tetsu nhin cham cham vao lan nwéc nhv dang nhin theo th gi do, no
chlii nwéc miii bing 6ng tay 4o, nhit mot hon séi nhé réi ném di. Anh sang
trén mat song dan nhudm thanh mau mat ong, lan nwéc trong nhuw nang ne,
dam dac hon.

“Lén bo di.”

Budc 1én bo, chan Tetsu giong nhw dang di mot d6i tat mau hong. Toi
cdi 4o khoac thé thao ra lau chan cho n6 roi cha xat nhiéu lan bang long
ban tay. Vira cha cho nd, toi ty nhién lai nh¢ vé ba. Tetsu hoi nhé la mot
dita tré yéu Gt, xwong nhd, lic nao ciing bi nga. T6i nao ba ciing ngam chan
né lan lwgt vao nwdc néng roi lai nwdc lanh, réi xoa bop cho né. Vira xoa
ba vtra néi: “Mau khoe 1én nhé, mau khoe 1én nhé” nhw mot cau niém cha.
Nhitng lic nhw thé, nét mat ba nhw thé nao nhi...

“Nhot qua.” Tetsu kéu 1én, nhing van ngoi yén.

Mau khée lén nhé, mau khée 1én nhé. Nhung thé nao la khoe t6i con
chang biét.

“Roi, xong roi day.” Toi dap dap vao dau goi né.

BBB

Ngay hom sau du da di b ca ngay mét bé hoi tai, nhung dén chiéu, chan
chiing t6i van c¢ hwéng dén phia song can. Chiing toi ngoi nghi nhin ngam
dong song, ngay khi di doc bo ké chuan bi vé nha thi c6 mét nguoi vira day
chiéc xe dap lén bo ke vira kéu “ha, ha”. Cai gié dang trwdc xe day chat
chau rra mat va hop dwng mi an lién bang nhwa, gié sau xe chd theo mot
cai x0 rat 16n.

Nguwoi dé nhin vé huwéng nay, bat chot kéu “6” lén mot tiéng vé vui
mung. T6i ddo mat nhin xung quanh. Trén bd ke chi c6 mdt con qua dang
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nhdy lén nhdy xuéng lam ban vé&i nhiing vo géi snack, vé keo bay nhé nhe
trong gio.

“0,” Tetsu chép chép mét. Toi ndm chat tay Tetsu kéo lai.

Do 1a mot nguwoi dan ba ky la. Bay gio khong phai mua hé, ma bac ay lai
d6i mot cai mi rong vanh c6 no hoa, mdc mot bo quan do thé thao mau
xanh nuwéc bién nhw cta hoc sinh trung hoc. Khudén mat vuoéng virc ctia bac
khong hé trang diém, nén néu bac khong doi cai mi do, t6i cd khi con
twong la dan ong.

“Chau!”

Pén ca giong cling khan khan nhu ctia dan 6ng.

“Da.”

Ma Tetsu tng hong. Cit nhw gdap dugc c6 bé dé thwong ma minh thich
vay. Toi dang tw hoi chuyén gi day, thi Tetsu liéu linh vong ra dang sau
chiéc xe dap, vira day vira kéu “hdy a”. T6i van ditng d6 va chi biét nhin
cham cham vao chiéc xe chat day do linh tinh ay leo 1én bo ke.

“Cha, cam on chau nhé. May c6 chau giup.”

Béac ay nguoi day mo héi, mim cudi rat twoi. Bac cling mim cwoi véi t6i
du t6i chang gitp duoc gi r6i hoi “Chi gai day a?” nén t6i tra 10i lting bung:
“Da...” Nguoi than thién qua thé nay ciing phién lam.

“O kia, d6 la nguwoi diéu khién & cho vo lon day,” Tetsu noi.

Vay u? La ngudi diéu khién dia nam cham khong 16 d6 a? Nhung nguai
do...

“Chéu twdng la dan 6ng chi gi?”

Toi budt mieng tra 101 ludn: “Vang.”

Béac ay cling kéu 1én mot tiéng “kha” lam to6i giat ban minh. Nhung dé 1a
mot tiéng cudi sdng khoai.

“Bac hay bi néi nhuw vay lam. Hodc la tréng bac nhw dan 6ng ma giong
dan ba vay.”

That la 1ang nhang.

“Bac oi, diéu khién cai dé c6 khé khong a?”

Tetsu vira hdi xong, bac lién bat cudi thoai mai. Cho rang khénh c6 gan
rang vang. “Khdng he.”
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Tetsu nhw bi hit hon, ngdy ra nhin cham cham vao cai rang vang rat to
ay, nhung thoat cdi né chay ra dang sau xe dap, nhay tuwng tung 1én nhom
vao trong cai xo.

“Ghé that! Cai nay dé lam gi a?”

Bén trong c6 gi vay nhi? Bac gat gat dau nhu bao t6i mau tGi xem thr.

O trong x6 dung day c4 moi khé ham cling vé6i rau bép cai.

“Cai nay dé lam gi a?...”

“Dung cho bira toi ddy.”

Béac tra 10i nhuw thé roi bat dau day cai xe di doc bo ke. Tetsu cling buéc
theo sau.

“Tetsu...!”

“Chi vé trudc di.” N6 con khong them nhin sang toi.

“Chau di cung duge chit?” Bac quay lai hoi.

“Pugc a!” No tra 10i day khi thé.

BHBB

Tt lanh, ti vi, cai giwong bi mat chan, quat, ban swdi, may ép hoa qua, bé
xi kiéu Nhat, 6 t6, con ca nhitng thit khong ro6 hinh dang khac ma t6i cting
khong hiéu la gi... Ttng ay thit do linh tinh chat day nhu nii. Cho nay phai
di qua san tennis va bai tap xe 6 t0, tirt bo ke di sau vao mot doan. Nam
dwéi chan cot tru khong 16 bang xi mang cua dudng cao toc, tiéng 6n 0 t6
tlr trén cao vong xuéng nhu bi goi lai hoan toan, nén noi nay yén tinh mot
cach ky la.

Béac dung xéng go go vao chiéc chau bang nhom, tir chiéc xe buyt da
hoen gi xuat hién mot con méo den tuyén, nhe nhang buéc ra.

“Chi o1, nhin kia!”

Twr sau ta lanh va gia dé giay, 1t méo tirng con tirng con mot theo nhau
buéc ra. Ching rat dong. Bac lay xéng xtic mén ca kho ham bap cdi trong
x0 ra, d6 vao cai chau rira mat va hop dwng com.

“Chau ciing giup bac dugc khong a?”
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Bac dap 10i Tetsu dang rat phan khich, “Pwgc”, roi dwa cho né hop dung
mi. “Chau ct dé ¢ dang kia la dugc. Pau cling dugc.”

Tetsu can than cam phan an lén, roi tién hai, ba budc vé phia Ii méo. Sau
dé né khom minh, dat xuong nén dat. LG méo canh gidc vdi nguoi la,
nhung dgi Tetsu roi khoi la tién t6i ngau nghién ngay.

To6i cling bé chau thitc an nang trfiu nhung khong biét nén lam gi. T6i sg
1ii méo v&i anh mat 1ap lanh mong chd, 16 miii phdap phong, mat kién nhan
lai gan.

“Pang kia, dang kia.”

T6i vira dat cai chau 1én trén tdam kém theo huwdng tay bac chi, ching
bong dong loat tién dén ngwi ngri. Toi lubng cudng giat ban ca nguai.

R6t cudc, toi va Tetsu ban ron thie hién nhiém vu phat com suat, dén lic
x6 dung thitc an sach bong, ching t6i mdi ngay ra ngam canh may chuc
con meéo an bita an ctia ching. Tiéng ching nhai “chép chép”, réi “gur gir”,
“glr rv gl rit”, ca tiéng phat ra tir c6 hong, nghe that huyén nao.

“Em khong biét meo lai an ca bap cai day.” Tetsu vd cung than phuc.
“Em phai doc thém sach nao viét twong tan hon méi duwge.”

“Chung cling hay gdm ca cé dai nita. Ciing cé nhiéu con rat ghét chanh
va nam hwong.”

Béc 1y chiéc mii hoa xudng, dung cai khan dang quan trén c6 lau tran.
Madi téc ngan dugc uon xoan, ding la trong giong hét mot 6ng lao.

“0, chung ciing an cé a?”

“U. Ca chd, ca méo, ca con nguoi nita, déu phai an rau ma.”

Tetsu - dita ghét an rau - nhin ra ché khac.

“A, may qua! Hom nay nho c6 cac chau gitp nén bac do vat va.”

Béc bat dau lan lwot thu don cac khay dung bon méo da an xong. May
cai dia sach bong nhu chiing da liém. L méo an xong thi quay ra cham chi
tw liém 14p toan than. T6i cam mot cai chau mang téi cho chiéc xe dap, dua
lai cho bac dang xép do dung vao chiéc gié dang trwdc, vira hoi:

“Hang ngay bac déu cho Iii meéo an a?”

“Pung roi. Moi ngay hai lan, bita sang va bira t6i.”

“Tail sao a?”

https://thuviensach.vn



To6i vira héi xong, bac lién ndi: “Tai sao lai vay nhi”, roi bat cwdi ha ha.
BBD

Nha cta bac dy 1a mét can nha tap thé cii lam bang go. Leo 1én cau thang
sat, bén canh canh ctra da phai mau vi phoi dwéi nang dat mot chiéc may
gidt mau xanh 1a cay trong con cti hon céa can nha.

“Thoi, di vé thoi.”

T6i kéo cai 4o so mi tho ra ngoai quan cta Tetsu. Pay la lan thi nam roi.
Nhung lan nay, Tetsu chi quay lai trong tich tac néi “Ha, gi co?” réi di mat
theo bac ay.

M@ canh cita & sanh ra, thay ngay can bép. Bac 1dy cai n6i nhém tir trén
bép ga dat xuéng nén nha cho 16i di. M& nap noi ra, bén trong van la bap
cai ham cung ca moi khé con lai chitng mot nia.

“Pé chau lam cho.”

Tetsu nhan 1y cai mudi tr bac, bat dau xdc do tr trong noéi 1au ra cai x6
dang dat trén nén bé tong.

“Cling sau gio roi day.”

Béac kiém tra dong ho. Nhung Tetsu nhanh nhen trd 161 lai:

“Vang, khong sao dau a. C6 vé thi & nha cling chang c6 ai ma.”

“Vay sao? Me chau dau?”

“Me chau mat roi.”

Béc lac dau nhw mudn néi that toi nghiép. Mat t6i nhw mu6n 16i ra, toi
voi nham chat mat lai.

“Vay minh di dau tiép a?”

Tetsu dang rat phan chan. Bac dat cai noi da rong lai 1én trén bép, “Nao”,
bac néi, nhin mot lwgt quanh nha roéi nhin sang ching t6i nhw nhac mau di
giay vao thdi. Ching t6i ra ngoai ttr tién sanh nho hep.

“Pén cho cai cau dang sau nha thuyén.”

Mang cai x0 dat trén nén bé tong ra ngoai, bac luc tim chia khéa trong
tii dé khéa ctra.

“Nha thuyén? O ché ho chéo thuyén a?”
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“Pung r6i. Mdc du di tir day cling hoi xa.”

“Co nhiéu meo lam a?”

“Nhiéu nhw dé ban ay.”

“Bac ban meo a?” Tetsu thon mat ra.

Béac cudi ha ha. “Ban duwgc 1 méo ay thi bac giau to.”

Béc khoa ctra, r6i ngoanh lai. “0), sao thé?”

“Bac giau co a?”

T6i thay that xau ho, cdi mat xuéng. Bac cudi t6i ndi c6 thé nhin thay
duwgc sau trong c6 hong, nhung dé y thdy bo dang t6i nhu thé, bac duwa tay
1én miéng che di cai rang gia 16 16. Bac che miéng véi dang vé lich thiép
nhu Idc nay trong con ky qudc hon.

“Hai ngwoi lam sao lai cudi thé? Chau khong hiéu gi hét.”

Tetsu thoc hai tay vao trong tdi quan.

BBB

C6 hon mudi ba, muwdi bon con meo dang tap trung dang sau nha thuyeén.
Hon mudi ba, muwdi bon con nghia 1a, nhitng con da an xong roi thi di mat
lic nao khong biét, va nhitng con khac lai dén nén ct dém day thoi chw
thue sy cling chang biét 1a bao nhiéu con nita. C6 vé bac cé thé phan biét
duwgc tirng con mot, nhwng nhitng con c6 mau 16ng giong nhau lam thé nao
dé phan biét dugc nhi? Méo thi con nao mat cling giéng nhau ma.

Khi chia tay bac & cho duwong di dao, mat trang cling da xuat hién. T6i va
Tetsu vita chay vira nhin mat trang duwgc bao boc bdi 16p swong mu mém
mail.

“Me chac da vé roi nhi?” Giong t6i c6 chiit lo lang.

“Em nghi me vé r6i. Chac me sé noi gian ddy.” No6i vay ma Tetsu van
binh tinh. N6 thuong xuyén bi mang nén chai li r6i.

“Nay!” Toi gidm toc do chay ngang vi Tetsu. “Em nghi bac ay c6 chong
chua?”

Tetsu nhin t0i ngac nhién.

“Chi nght la chwa dau.”
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“Vi sao?”

“Bén trong bép la phong chiéu tatami ding khong? Trong do6 chi cé tu
do, ti vi, ban xép. Tu lanh cling nhé nita.” Viwra chay vira néi chuyén, hoi
thd bi ngat quang.

“Chi quan sat to6t ddy nhi!” Tetsu nhiu d6i 16ng may, lam mat tr& nén
gidng nhw khudn mit duge cach didu bang chit cailll,

“Khong dugc a?”

“Khong dugce. Ba da dan khong duge nhin cham cham vao nha ngudi
khac ma.”

“Chi khong c6 nhin cham cham.” - T6i hoi buc, bén tang toc do. - “Dam
am sat me co day. Chi sé mach me.”

Toi chay hét téc luc, r6i dirng lai tredc nga tw. Chong hai tay vao dau
g0i, ha miéng hit thé. Vira nghe tiéng tim thinh thich dap nhanh, vira nhin
dam dam vao nam dam tay minh. Nguwoi ta bao rang trai tim cia mot nguoi
chi to c& bang nam dam tay ctia ngwoi d6. Thé nhung, du toi di xa t6i thé
nao, c6 gap bao nhiéu ngudi di nita, thi chac chan ciing khong thé nhin
dwgc trai tim cua minh bang doi mat nay. C& nghi thit minh chwa titng thay
bao gi¢ dang diéu khién minh, thinh thodng t6i lai cam thay bat an. Nhitng
lic nhw vay, to6i mudn chay that nhanh. Nhw bay gio vay.

Toi quay dau lai, khuén mat trang non dwgc chiéu sang bdi anh den
dwong cua Tetsu dang loang choang nhap nhé dudi theo t6i. Khuon mat do
giong gi nhi, phdi ro6i, la ky nhong Mexico... To6i dang lo dang nhin thi
Tetsu da lwét ngang qua nguwdi t6i, 14 lwét di mat nhw hon ma.

“Nay! Khong phai chi da cho em sao.”

Twr day, ca hai dita chay mot mach vé tan nha.

BBD

Trong gidc mo ay, t6i ¢ trong mot can phong trang toat. Xung quanh chi
toan twong trang, khi téi ty héi day rét cudc la noi nao, thi nhitng birc
twong vay quanh t6i bat dau quay tron nhuw tro rulet. Nhitng bitc twong quay
nhanh hon, lam gié nd6i l1én. Sau dd, bong dung dirng lai nhw c6 ai d6 ra
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l1énh, “Dirng lai!” Trwdc mat t6i 1a mot cai gwong t6i den nhuw day nuéc.
Nhin k¥ lai thi tir trong gwong c6 hinh anh gi d6 ndi 1én. Cham cham bap
bénh...

T6i rung minh m& mat tinh day, can phong lai chim trong thi anh sang
trang xanh dé chiu cta binh minh. Thé dai mét tiéng, t6i tré minh.

Tiéng phanh ctia chiéc xe dap rao bdo c diit quang dit quang tién lai
gan. Bong mat tiéng phanh “kit!” rat I6n vang lén, roi tiéng tir hom thw kéu
“cach”. Xu6ng ldy bao théi... Nhung khi treo xudng tw chiéc givong tang,
toi lai dwa tay lay quyén ky yéu tot nghiép trén gid sach, roi quay lai
givong.

Bat den ban lén, kéo chan ngang bung, toi vita gam mong tay bén phai,
vira lat gid tirng trang bang tay trai. T6i trong bitc anh tap thé that 1a, moi
nguwoi déu cuwdi rat twoi, chi c6 minh t6i lam mat rat nghiém trong, trong
giong nhu dang bi ai dé gi sung luc & sau lung vay. Tdm anh & ho boi thi
mot mat bi kéo 1én do cai mii boi qua chat, ca anh trong ngay hoi tha cong
¢ trwong lan anh cua chuyén tham quan ciing vay... Moi nguwoi déu co
chung mot cau hoi. Néu nhv nam muwoi nam sau, nhin may tdm anh nay c6
cam thay Iwu luyén gi khong? T6i chi biét nghiéng dau ban khoan.

Nhung t6i mat cong mé cudn ky yéu nay ra, vi c6 mot tdm anh t6i mudn
xem ngay chit khong muon doi téi nam mwoi nam sau. Mot tdm anh rat nhé
gitta nhiéu tdm chdp cac khoanh khac duwgce dan kin cé trang. D6 1a dnh hoi
toi hoc 16p bon, chup bén cd bé dang ditng & san trwong. T6i ditng ¢ ngoai
phia bén trai, miéng hé ra, c6 hoi nghiéng nhw dang goi ai d6 dang sau may
anh. Vai trai t6i dang chuyén dong nhw vay tay. Tam anh chi c6 cho do la
khong ro nét.

Khong hiéu sao t6i lai cam thay ky la. T6i van con chwa cao, cling chwa
gay di. Cd mat va mat déu tron xoe. Chwa thuwong xuyén dé y toc mai roi
cham vao hay cat téc, théi quen gam moéng tay cling chwa c6. Cam giac nhw
toi tirng hién lanh hon. T6i cling khong hay gat géng va nghi ngd nguoi
khéc, cling khong hay néi doi, hoan toan khong c6 bi mat. Khong mo
nhitng gidc mo vé quai vat, hay nhitng giac mo ky quai khac.
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BBB

Nhung c6 mot diéu chac chan rat khac 1a, toi trong nhitng birc anh dé cé
thé dé dang hinh dung dwoc “t6i khi trwdng thanh”. S€é 1a t6i véi chiéc khan
quang c6 tung bay trong gi6, dang vay tay noi phi treong. La toi lai xe thé
thao, xudt hién vdi vé hao hiép, giip d& nhitng nguwoi gap khé khan. La t6i
cti chao that duyén dang trwdc cay dan dwong cam 16n nhw mét con thuyén
tai san khau hoa nhac. Va toi trong chiéc vay cu6i.

Nhitng twéng twgng nhu trong truyén tranh do, titng diéu tirng diéu mot
khién t6i thdy hoi ngugng. Nhung gio day, c nghi minh tredng thanh sé
thé nao, thi lai chang nghi ra dwgc gi. Chang cé y nghi nao xuat hién, chi cé
chiéu cao la dan phat trién, sita trong bita com sudt & treong bi toi 1én vt
di, giay chat ciing phdi c6 chiu dung, gau vay ngay cang ngan dan lén, doi
giay ciling bi thing ché dau ngén chén cai. T6i bi chinh minh viit bé.

T6i gap cuodn ky yéu lai, dat n6é dya vao twong. To6i nam ngira lai, dat dau
1én chiéc gobi, thé hat ra. Toi sé trwdng thanh thanh ngwdi thé nao nhi? Du
c6 tré nén thé nao di nita, co 1€ t6i cling sé cai co v4i ngudi ta, cling sé mac
bénh, cudi cung cling sé chét trong dau dén giong ba. Chac chan sé nhu vay
r6i. Nhung t6i khong thé ngtrng nghi vé diéu nay. Roi toi sé trd thanh nguoi
nhv thé nao day...?

BHBB

Ong 130 hang x6m dang phun thudc trit sau. Peo ging tay va khau trang,
ong ta do thudc da pha véi nwdc ¢ trong x0 vao binh xit bang 6ng tru kim
loai. Sau day tat nhién ong ta phun vao nhitng cai cdy dwogc cat déu nhau
nhu dung thudc ké do va dam khap trong vwon. Mui thudc len qua ké hé
ctra so bép, t6i tan chd ching téi dang dung bita trura.

“Lai phun thu6c. Ro6i dén cay cting chét mat.”

Ong khong néi gi. Tetsu dang gdm dau diia. T6i ditng bat day, mé rong
cai ctra s6 ¢ hudng Bac ra r6i dong sam lai. Du vay, céi ctra s6 cong vénh
van bi hé ¢ phia dudi.
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“Pong nhe thoi chau.”

Ong néi, van ngdi nhin bat udon.

“Tai céi cira ctt bi ket day chi.”

Sau khi an xong bita trwva, 6ng tim dau dugc mot cay nén da chay do.
Ong bt dau bdi sap nén 1én khung ctta sb. Loach xoach mé ra déng vao céi
ctta vai lan, kiém tra md@c do tron tru.

T6i bwdc ra ngoai hién nha, khong hiéu tir Iic nao san vuon vdi may
chau cay canh bi bo bé va bén cay vit lung tung da moc day co6 dai. Ca
phia dwdi goc cay do quyén va cay nguyét qué dugc trong trén twrong rao
lan gitta khe niit & san xi mang ngay dwdi hién nha, nhitng mam c6 bé xiu
cling dang nhu ra, vueon thang 1én.

“Ong 01, mdy cay tulip ndim ngodi da ra hoa roi nay.”

T6i thir ct tiéng goi tir ngoai hién. Nhung nguwdi mé ctra khong phai 1a
ong ma la Tetsu.

“Tw day khong ngti thdy mui gi nhi.” - Tetsu khit khit mdi. - “Chi oi,
minh ra cho dé di.”

“Cho d6?”

“Cho cai xe buyt hong ay.”

“Cho vitt d6 cli hom qua &?”

“Pung r6i.”

T6i khong c6 hitng thu di lam. Ll méo ¢ cho dé6 mat day ghen, lai con rat
gay go, trong dang thwong tGi mirc tuyét vong. Khong biét chirtng c6 con
con mac bénh dy chit. Nghe néi méo thuong chét & ché con nguai khéng
thdy, nhung néu ching dot ngot chét tredc mat minh thi sao? Con kinh
khting hon ca viéc tim thay xac ching nita.

Pring liic 4y, t6i nghe thdy tiéng cha x4t trén chiéu tatami. Ong, cai bung
phé ra, dang vira day vira kéo chiéc dan organ hom trwdc. Ca tdi va Tetsu
déu béi réi khong mé néi canh cira. Ong vira néi “Hay! Hay!” vira c6 day
chiéc organ cii ra bén ngoai hién nha, nhung bong dung 6ng lai bat ho. Mat
ong do birng. Ong méc bénh huyét 4p cao co ma, ditng ging sitc qua nita.

“Ong dinh 1am gi vé6i ci nay a?”
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Khéng c6 cau tra 10i vi 6ng dang ngam diéu thudc 14 trong miéng khi
vira ngung ho.

“Ong khong dinh sita n6 chit a?”

“Phai stra chir.”

Lai nita u? Thanh thyc thi t6i da nghi vay ddy. Céi kiéu “van con dung
dwgc ma” lai bat dau. Cé lan, canh ctra ta lanh bi bat ra, moi ngwoi da nghi
phai mua thay cai méi roi. Cai tu lanh nha t6i da qua cd, lac ay cay gay kim
loai dé chong ctra ta bi bé gap lai trong nhw sap gay ra vay. Nhung ong da
cO stra no trong dung hai ngay. Ctra tu lanh khi mé ra van hoi khé, nhung
du sao cai tu lanh c6 16 si d6 van con st dung dugce. Cai ti vi ¢ trong phong
ong cling vay. Tu trwdc khi toi sinh ra, ong da ting swa cai ti vi do khi né
mat hinh ré6i. Cho t&i bay gio thi c6 hai kénh khong xem dwgc. Me cling da
c6 lan dinh tang 6ng mot cai m@i, nhung 6ng ndi: “Nghi ma xem. Cé bao
nhiéu kénh nhu thé nhung moi lan ciing chi xem dwgc mot kénh th6i” va
kién quyét khong nhan.

Thé ma bay gid, néu mudn xem may bé phim lich st dwgc chiéu trén
kénh khong xem dwgc ay, thinh thoang 6ng van nhom ra sau céi ti vi.
Nhitng lic nhw vay, me lai thé dai mot tiéng, vo nhu khéng thdy 6ng dang
lac lac dau: “Chang biét goi la cttng dau hay la khong muén chiu thua ai
ntra.”

BHBB

“Oal!” Tetsu hét toang len. “Chi oi nhin nay.”

T4m véan sau cta cdy organ moc ddy méc xanh. Ong nha khéi thuéc,
dang nhu khéng quan tam, ditng bén canh chiéc organ cii da hédng sau may
chuc nam khoéng duwgc tam anh nang mat trgi, giong nhw ditng bén mot
nguoi anh em tot.

“Hai dita khong di dau a?”

“Ong c6 can chéau gitip gi khong a?” T6i ctt thir hoi vay.

“Khong can.”

Thé la ching t6i lién ra khoi nha.
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“Bac hom qua lai dén nita nhi?”

“Chac la dén day. Bac dy bdo la ngay nao ciing t¢i ma.”

Qua nhién, ding la né dinh t6i cho 1ii méo do.

“Ong minh dy,” Tetsu vira budc di vira d4 cai vo chudi bi 6 t6 can dep
1ép, “chac la dinh stra cai organ moc meo dy dé choi nhi. Pirara!”
Khong biét nita, t6i lac dau.
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Chuong 3

Tetsu chay quanh mdy tam kém, cai tu lanh nam lan 16c, chiéc xe dap
khong banh, dudi theo lii méo. Nhwng that ra t6i nén néi la dudi ching chay
tan loan lén thi dung hon.

“Tao khong tréu may dau, khong tréu may ma.”

N6 c n6i khong biét bao lan nhw vay, nhung tui méo dau cé hiéu gi dau.
Tetsu sap dudi dén gan thi ching cling 1an mat dang vao may khe hé. T6i
ngoi xom trén cai 10 vi séng dat & cho cao nhat gitta ndi do dong nat linh
tinh nay, thinh thoang chi tré bén nay bén kia:

“Kia, n6 & dang kia kia.”

“A, no tron ra kia roi.”

“Ttc that ddy. Néu c dudi vay thi khong dwoc dau. Phai chay 1én truée
dén dau ching co.”

“Thé chi c6 biét tui meéo di dau khong?”

Dén lic dé y thi tdi ca t6i cling da va mo héi. Chang tom duwgc con méo
nao, tham chi chiing con chang cho cham vao dudi.

“Lii meéo thoi tha kia! Tao sé dung may lam moén hamburger!”

“Chi, dirng hét nira lam tui n6 tron hét bay gio. Chi ngoi xudng di.”

Tetsu hét 1én v&i giong the thé.

“Na...y...”

Trén bo ke, mot 6ng gia khong quen biét dang ditng vay tay. Tiéng goi
ctia ong truyén dén ditt doan vi gié song théi ngay mot manh hon.

“Cho... dé... nguy hiém... khong dwoc...”

Gay 106i, dung Iic nghi vay, tdi thady mong con méo dom den trang vira
ngoay vura chui tot vao dudi cai may giat. A..., xém chut nita la tém dugc.

“...Vit... rac... dau.” - Ong ta van dang gao 1én cai gi dé.

“Tui méo tron mat tiéu roi!” - T6i hét 1én trong tuyét vong, 6ng lao do
nghiéng dau réi di mat.
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O, toi chot dé y, khong biét tir lic nao t6i khong nghe thiy tiéng chan
Tetsu giam lén tdm kém v§i bat mui xe 6 t6 nita. N6 di dau mat roi.

“Tetsul!!”

Nhitng con gié diu dan lai nhw thinh thodng quén mat viéc thdi, sau do
lai bat dau tré nén manh hon. M6 hoi cling da kho di, t6i hat hoi mot tiéng.

Tetsu ngu thiép di bén trong chiéc xe buyt hong. N6 chay vong quanh
nhw thé han 1a da mét roi, nén ap ma lén cai ghé ngoi dinh day bun dat,
ngay déu déu. Trong chiéc xe ma Iii méo hay nam ngu, c6 mui gi dé that la.
Toi cdi chiéc 4o khoac len méng, dap 1én Tetsu, mé hé ctra so ra.

T6i ngoi 1én ghé, ngam nhin bén ngoai. Ca c6 cdy, ca bau troi, ca ndi do
héng hoc kia, qua vién khung cita s6 nay trong that khac vGi ban ndy. Néu
chiéc xe buyt nay di chuyén, chay t&i bat cit noi nao trén thé gidi nay, ca
rirng ram, day bién hay trong ngon nui lita dang phun trao thi hay biét
mdy... T6i vira nghi vé diéu do, vira ngam nhin bén ngoai cho t&i ltic Tetsu
tinh day.

BBB

Chap t0i, bac hom qua dén d6 mon rong bién kho ham véi ca giac twoi
vao chiéc chau rira mat, roi nghiéng dau noi:

“La that! Hom nay tui méo sao thé nhi! Cit nhw dang dé chirng diéu gi
vay.”

Sau khi Tetsu thitc day tui t6i van tiép tuc dudi lii méo chay tan loan.

Ld meo nhin cham cham vao Tetsu dang gid ngdy ndi: “Chac khong phai
tai gi6 thoi manh qua dau nhi.”

Co phai vay khong nhi, bac dy lai nghiéng dau, nhé nwdc bot xudng dat.

“Gié6 thoi manh that day. Trong miéng ciling thiy lao xao.”

Tetsu nhiu may, miéng chu ra nhw nhan vat Hyottoko. N6 hép ma ro6i lai
phong 1én. TG6i vira ty hoi né dang lam gi thi bong dung né hét 1én “Phi!”
mot tiéng rat 16n. C6 vé nhu n6 vira nhd nuwéce bot.

“Tetsu!” - T6i quac mat cau may nhin no.
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Mac du lii méo dang cam mat vao bita adn, tai ching van cit lién tuc giat
giat. Thinh thodng chiing con vira an vira 1ay chan tredc dap nhe vao dau
con meo bén canh c day tdi. Nhung chiing n6 khong hé tranh an véi nhau.
Toi véi Tetsu déu ngoi xom xudng, im ldng ngam nhin b6 dang 1i meo
dang an. Roi chung t6i khé khang ditng 1én khong lam ching giat minh, thu
don hét nhitng dia trong khong.

“Li meo an dugc ca rong bién kho kia.” - Tetsu vira néi vira gitup dat
chiéc chau rtra 1én cai xe dap cuda bac.

“U, chiing c6 an chit.”

Béac tra 101, Tetsu quay lai nhin 1t méo dang liém 14p toan than.

“Chéu da nghi roi. Méo thi rat thich ca. Ca hay rong bién thi déu ti bién
ma ra, thé nén cai nao meéo ciing thich phai khong a?”

Béc té vé than phuc nghiém tic. “Co6 khi la vay day nhi. Chau Tetsu
thong minh day.”

“Khong dau a.” - Tetsu bong van veo ngudi. - “Chi géai chau con thong
minh hon ay.”

Chung toi chia tay bac ¢ doan gitta dwong bo ke.

“Hom qua vé mudn nén chau bi me mang ddy.” - Tetsu ndi thé xong, mat
lién do ra. - “Ui!”

“Me chéau da song lai r6i a?” - Bac tim tim cudi, hoi.

Toi bi'ng mot cai vao tran Tetsu.

“Pau...”

“N6i doi sé sinh ra trom cap.”

“Ciling c6 phai la em néi doi chi dau. Hon nita, la d6i tra sinh ra trdm cap
ch.”

“Thé la em khong dinh xin 16i bac a?”

Nhung triede khi Tetsu mat dé birng kip xin 16i, thi bac da viron tay xoa
xoa dau no roi. Bung ra la bac dy lac dau né. Mai toc mém bom xdm cuia
Tetsu dung ditng hét lén.

“Cac chau cling mau vé di. Troi c6 vé nhu sap mwa day.”

Vang, Tetsu gat dau. “Bac oi, lam thé nao dé than hon véi 1i méo duwgc
a?”
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“Than hon véi 1t meo? Dé thoi.”

Hai hang 16ng may rdm ctia bac nhw hai dau am ctia cuc nam cham, thoat
cai tach nhau ra.

“U thi ban dau, chau khong dwgc bat ngd 6m 1ay né, hodc chay dudi né
dau.”

Ca t0i va Tetsu déu nhun vai.

“Vay, phdi lam thé nao a?” - Tetsu c6 vé bat man.

“Roi dén luc ching sé lai gan chau.”

“Pén lic nao co a?”

“Thé nay nhé, chau sé than thiét v4i 1i meéo tirng chut tirng chit mot.
Ting... chit... mot... ay.”

Béc ay thu cai cam vudng xuodng, ha thap cai giong khan khan khi néi hai
tiéng “ting... chut...”

“Lam thé nao co a?”

“Thi c& ti'ng chdt mot ay. Dan dan.”

“Chau cling dinh s& mot chit nhuwng ching toan chay di mat.”

Tetsu cling thu cdi cam nhon mau trang xuéng no6i “mot... chut...”

Béc t6 vé nhv mu6n cuwdi ha ha.

“Khong néng voi dugce dau. Meéo rat ghét tré con, thg moc véi may hit
bui ddy. Nhat la may con méo 16n hay la méo hoang. Céi do rat quan trong
day.”

“Chau hiéu r6i.”

Tetsu 1i nhi néi & trong miéng, r6i chay xuéng khoi bo ké. “Tam... biét...
bac!!!”

Bac vay tay vé6i Tetsu va cling n6i “Hen gdap lai” vdi t6i. To6i cling chao
lai bac va treo xuong khéi bo ké. Cam giac dugc bac dang nhin, téi quay
dau lai. Nhung chiéc xe dap ctia bac dang cham cham, thinh thoang ldo dao
di xa dan trén bo ke.

“Chi nay, thg moc véi ca may hut bui dy, thg moc thi hay cam bua ding
khong. Néu bi danh thi dau 1am ma. Nhuwng may hat bui thi vi sao nhi. Vi bi
né hut vao trui hét 16ng a?”

Tetsu chay tirng buéc nho mot, vira quay lai vira noi.
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BBB

Chang bao lau sau, trén bau troi vang 1én mat tiéng dong 16n giong nhw
tiéng mot con thi dang vuon c6 gao thét, may den nhanh chéng trai rong
ra. Khong khi mang theo hoi am, mui cé dai cling xc 1én. T6i sO thit mai
toc. Trwde khi mwa né lic nao ciling vay, roi va xu bong hét ca. Nhu thé nay
chdc mua to lam day. T6i va Tetsu rdo budc trén con duwong hep trong khu
dan pho.

“Chi 0i.”

Tetsu chay vugt 1én, sanh ngang vai toi.

“Chi c6 biét vi sao lai c6 méo & cho d6 khong?”

“V1 sao?”

“Ngudi ta tdi viit ching ¢ d6. Day la noi dé vitt meo. Bac dy ndi thé ma.
Cho ho chéo thuyén ciling thé.”

Xung quanh dan trd nén toi hon.

“Em sé téi song & cho do.”

“Cho d6? La bai phé liéu do a?”

“Vang. T6i dén thi vao nga & trong xe buyt, chang sao ca.”

T6i nhin gwong mat Tetsu, miéng né hoi m@ ra, mat chi nhin vé phia
trugc.

“Cai gi ma khong sao chi?”

“Khong phai la ngay bay gio dau.”

“P6 ngoc! Chuyén do6 chac chan la khong dugc.”

“Vay chi nay, néu ma...”

Tetsu chi md&i noi tdi do thi mot luéng anh sang trang vut 16e 1én. Sau dé
trén bau troi bong vang 1én mot thit am thanh vira tram vira ndang né, giong
nhw ngwoi khong 16 dang mé canh ctra da.

Tetsu dang dinh n6i gi nhi? Néu ma... néu ma, nhu thé nao thi n6 sé tdi
song & cho d6? Néu ma, n6 than hon vé6i 1t méo? Néu ma, bé cit nhw vay
ma khong trg ve...?

T6i dang dinh chay tiép, nhung da khong thd ra hoi r6i. Thé la ching to6i
danh tiép tuc di bo. T6i khong phai lién tuc nhin thang vé phia truwdc, nén
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toi khong nhan ra khi ngwdi dan ong do tién t6i gan. Khi giat minh nhén ra
thi chi cé thé nhin thdy d6i mat. Trong bong t6i bao trum nhu thé nay, chi
c6 doi mat cia nguwdi dan 6ng dé sang 1én. Chung t6i cach nhau chac cling
chi hai, ba buéc chan. Trong mét khoanh khac, dau t6i nhw bi bao phu béi
swong mu. Nguwoi dan 6ng d6 vuon tay qua khodng cach giita toi va han,
trrot vao phia duwédi cai do khoac len mong boép 1dy nguc trai toi.

BHBB

T6i khong hé kéu 1én. T6i ct thé tiép tuc budc di nhw thé bi thoi mién,
luc quay lai nhin, da khong con ai ¢ do.

“Chi a, chi l1am sao thé?”

Khuon mat dang ngang 1én nhin t6i, trong that ngo ngac. Tetsu chang
nhan ra diéu gi.

Ngay sau do, troi d6 mwa 16n t6i noi khong mdé n6i mat. Toi ti€p tuc di
b0, toan than wdt dam.

Nguoi dan 6ng d6 mdc bé quan do cong nhan mau xam. Téc han xoan
nhw duwgc udn, cé lan téc bac. Da mat han tai xanh, miii cao, méi mong vai
moi dwdi hoi tré ra. Han c6 mot giwong mat khong 16 la con tré, hay da 16n
tudi. R6i d6i mat ay. B6i mat sang ruc. Tai sao toi lai c6 thé nhé 1o tirng chi
tiét dén thé nay? Trén nguc t6i van cam nhan dugc dau ngdn tay cia han an
sau vao.

T6i ding lai dieng trong con mua, rut ré thi nhin xuéng. Xuéng co thé
gady go, thwong hay bi néi “Cit nhw 1a bi kéo dai ra vay” ctia minh. B nguc
gan nhu phang li, nhung khi chay van thdy hoi dau. P6i mat sang ruc Kkia,
c6 phai da nhin thay diéu do khong?

“Chi 0i.”

TG6i quay lai da thay Tetsu w6t dam nhu chuot 16t, cam né run lap cap.

Pung r6i. Han ta han da nhin ra, viéc t6i nhat gan thé nao, tGi noi da
khong thé hét 1én. Ca viéc Tetsu khong dé y gi lan néu Tetsu c6 dé y tdGi thi
cling sé khong thé lam gi.
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bung luc ay chgt vang 1én mot tiéng sdm ram troi. Toi lan dau tién goi
con quai vat trong gidc mo dé. Nao, mau lén di, néu nguoi muoén thitc day
thi bay gio chang phai lic sao? Mau hién ra bo dang dang sg cua nguoi,
giam dap lén nhitng ng6i nha xa la trong con mwa x6i xa nay di.

“Chi!!”

Tetsu nam 1ay c6 tay t6i, kéo tdi chay that nhanh trong con mua.

BHBB

“Sang mai chi c6 tGi cho 1t méo khong?”

Tetsu leo 1én nira cau thang ctua giwvdng tang, gio moi cai mat lén. T6i da
chui vao nam trong chan roi.

Ma trai cua Tetsu hoi dé. Vi ldc an com t6i, t6i c6 beo ma né. Ly do tai
sao lai lam thé thi t6i da quén mat r6i. Cé thé lai gidng nhw moi lan, né an
cham, va lai hoi nhitng cdu héi vO nghia. Chang c6 ly do nao khac ca.
Khong thé c6 dugce. To6i gap chuyén kia, khong phai do 16i cua Tetsu.

Tetsu ltic nao ciing thé. T6i bat nat n6 chang vi 1y do gi, nhung chi muoi
phtt sau no6 lai ru: “Chi oi, di choi thoi.” hay noi, “Chi, cai banh su kem
nay minh chia doi nhé.”

“Pi nhé! Chi nhé day sém nhé. Bac ay noi budi sang cling sé t6i ma.”

T6i quay lung vé phia Tetsu. “Liic nao ciing bac ay, bac ay, 6n ao qua.”

“Chi a, chi sao thé?” - Giong Tetsu nhw mot thién sit. - “C6 chuyén gi
ar”

“Sao khong lam con bac ay luon di.”

“Chi, chi ghét bac ay a?”

“Ghét.”

“Sao lai thé?”

“Ghét la ghét chit sao.” - T6i 16n giong. - “Em va bac ay cw ty di cho li
meo ban thiu d6 an di. N6i la em tim meo chét ma lai cho 1ii méo an, that
nuwe cwoi.”

Tetsu lang thinh, leo xudng cau thang, tat den. Luc ay, t6i khong nhan ra
rang minh da néi nhitng diéu qua dang t6i mdc nao.
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BBB

Moi ngudi dang dudi theo t6i. Dan dau la con nhé mat nhan nhé do.
Thay Noguchi cling & d6. Ca Kumi-chan hoc chung 16p ciing vay.

Tim thdy r6i, con quai vat dang & kia kia...!

T6i co néi: “Khong phai, khong phai dau”, nhung giong noi lai méo mo
bién thanh tiéng kéu gao khung khiép. That dang ghét, tiéng hét cua toi.
Ban dau t6i chi dinh doa thoi, nhung no lai tré thanh giong that cda t6i. Ké
ca vay, toi van sé quyét tam néi. Nham roi, khong phai, t6i khong phai la
quai vat gi do dau...

“Cha, vay phai goi la gi day?”

Moi ngudi bong om som 1én nhu ché giéu.

“Phai goi nguoi la gi?”

Toi khong thé trd 101 duge. La con gai, 1a hoc sinh trung hoc, c6 1€ t6i
phai 1a mot trong nhitng diéu nhw vay, nhung chac chan moi nguwdi khong
thay thé cling nhw t6i khong nhan ra ngay duoc.

La ai, t6i nhin ban tay dang vion ra cia minh, hét hoang. Chinh 1a ban
tay d6. Ban tay dan ong l16ng ram, gan guéc. Moi ngudi la hét 1én, thao
chay tan loan nhw nhén con. T6i lac manh hai ban tay ctia minh. Nhw thé
lam vay thi c6 thé thdo bé doi ban tay dang ghét do, nhw 16t mot doi gang
tay. Nhung cang ra sttc lac, ban tay t6i chi cang suwng phong lén...

Khi tinh gidc, t6i khong thé ctt dong trong mot lic. Khong khi that cang
thang, t6i tré minh trong chan, nhin ra ngoai ctta s6. Bau tréi mét mau xam
mo& duc nang né. Rut ré nhin ban tay minh, t6i thd phao nhe nhom, van la
doi ban tay thuwong ngay cua toi. Mong tay ludn bi toi gdm moc ra, dam vao
cho thit méng & dau ngon tay.

Pau t6i dau chac 1a do con mwa hém qua. T6i vui dau sau trong chiéc
g0i, cO nghi rang lan nay sé khong gap gidc mo ky cuc dé nita roi lai chim
vao giac ngu.

Khi tinh giac lIan nita, bén ngoai ctra s6 van la nhitng gon may méng. T6i
vlra thay quan 4o di xuong duwéi nha da nghe thdy tiéng 6ng goi tir ngoai
hién:
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“C6 mon udon tring day.”

“Vang a. Nhung chau chwa an bay gio dau.”

Chiéc dong ho trén twong chi da qua mot gio. Trong mot lic, t6i thong
dong ditng ngam con lac dong ho. Viéc hdm qua chac chan khéng phai la
mo 16i, toi vira ngam vira nghi vay.

Nay, tdi nghe goi lién chay ra ngoai hién. Ong khéng nhin tdi ma dua
giac cam dan organ cho toi:

“Cam cai nay vao di.”

Nap cay dan va mat trudc dang dugce thao ra, bén trong bam day bui. Toi
ngan nguwoi nhin dong day nhiéu mau noi ddm may méc bén trong.

“Chéu lam gi thé? Nhanh 1én!”

Bi giuc, t6i v0i cam gidc vao 6 dién.

BHBB

Ong bat cong tic 1én. T6i nin thd, nhin chdm chim vao ngén tay ctia dng
an lén phim dan. Ba, hai, mot...

Chang co6 tiéng gi phat ra, ca tiéng nghién lao xao lan trwdc cling khong,
chdng c6 gi ca. Cay organ nhv birc twgng dong ¢ cong vién ma chang ai
biét & dau, im ling dén thd 0. Ong doi ngén tay khoi ban phim, bét dau
cham vao nim chinh 4m lwgng tiéng, ban dap, hét cho no réi cho kia. T6i
ding yén thd dai, r6i hoi 6ng: “Chau rit day dién ra nhé?”

Ong nha titng dot khéi thudc 14, gat dau néi: “Um.”

Nhin 6ng trong chiéc 4o len cii da son rach & khuyu tay gwom guwdm nhin
chiéc organ cii hong ma long t6i ciing dan cam thay phién mudn.

“Mau vao trong nha thoi. Khong khéo lai bi cam day...”

“Tetsu lai di dau r6i nhi?”

“Chéau khong biét.”

Chac lai ra cho dong song can, dam truc, hodc la dang xem doéng vo lon
& cho ngudi phu nit do roi.

“N6 con khong vé an com trua nita. Chau thir di goi né xem.”

“Chau khong biét n6 & dau, lam sao di goi dugc chi.”
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T6i leo 1én cau thang, chui vao trong giwong. T6i khong thich di ra
ngoai, du thé nao di nita.

DPau lai dau roi. Gia ma dau thém nita cling duwgc. C tiép tuc dau roi bi
nghién nat nhw thé qua dau tay bi chet duwdi banh xe cling duwgce. Nhung dau
toi cang dau hon, dén mitc khong thé nghi dugc ca diéu do, cudi cung toi
im lang va nham mat lai, chi mong minh dwgc ngu yén mai thoi.

T6i vira nam vira nghi: “Bay gi®, minh dang ngt.” T6i chim n6éi bong
bénh trong gidc ngl, mé man. “Thém nita, thém chit nira.” T6i cling biét da
c6 nguoi tdi danh thirc t6i day vai lan, nhung khong thé nhiic nhich noi,
dau ngén tay nhw bi day kim loai tréi chat. T6i cdm gidc minh mo mét vai
gidc mo roi rac. Toi tinh day nhw bi cat phich mot cai.

Bén ngoai ctra so6 rat sang. Toi tw héi vi sao lai nam ngua vao gitta ban
ngay nhw thé nay. Toi tréo xuéng phia dwdi, nhin cuén lich bloc trong
phong c6 ban swdi, la ngay mung mot thang Tw. Hom qua t6i khéng an t6i
ma da di ngu. Thao nao ma chan t6i liéu xiéu.

Ngoai hién nha, 6ng dang thdo ban dap chiéc organ ra. Ong hét cam kim
roi lai tdi tudc no vit, cat nhitng sgi day bi budc vao véi nhau, thao vit ra.
Ong dung khin lau tirng b phan dugc théo ra, roi xép ngoai hién duwdi 4nh
mat troi. Gid nhac, ban dap, ddy mau dé va vang, gidc cam mau xanh 14
cdy. Ca tam van dang sau bi thing 16 choé ciling dwgc 6ng lau hét dam réu
moc.

“Ong dang 1am gi vay a? Théo ra a?”

“U.” - Ong hoi dudi tdm lung to 16n. - “Pau chau hét dau roi a?”

T6i ng6i @ mot goc hién. Co thé chang con stc lwe vi ngl qua nhiéu.

“Khong dau nita a. Tetsu dau roi a?”

“N6 ra ngoai ro6i.”

Théo céi kinh ra, 6ng dom vao nhin cai dong ho treo twong & trong can
phong ma t6i.

“H6m nay né6 dan sé khong vé an trva...”

Kim dong hd dang chi chin gid rudi. Ong deo lai cip kinh, ri nhin t6i.

“Co banh mi day. Bita trwva an mi udon dwgc khong?”

“Duogc a.”
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“Ong lam cho ch4u bay gi& nhé. Néu chau khéng thich dn banh mi.”

“Chau chwa an dau a.”

Lan dau tién c6 mdt ngay ding nhw mua xuan thé nay. Khong c6 gié
thoi, &nh mat trdi nhe nhang phua khap than thé.

Ong vin titng chiéc 6c vit dén dé ca tay. Nhung con 6¢ khong nhiic nhich
chut nao, chi c6 ranh vit la dan bi nghién mun ra.

“Ong khong can phai thao rdi cay dan ra dau, chau biét mot noi c6 thé
vt dugc day.”

Ong van nhin chdm chdm dau chiéc 6¢ vit, ching néi gi.

“Gan con séng can dy. T lanh r6i dén ca xe buyt cling dugc vt & do.”

“Cha, cai nay c6 vé kho day.”

Lam bam nhv ty néi véi minh, 6ng cong lwng xudng thap hon, co sic
thao tirng chiéc 6c vit mot ra, nhw thé ngoai lam nhw vay thi chang con
cach nao khac.

T6i van ngoi lo dang, ngam nhin 6ng dang vui dau vao viéc ctia minh.
Sau day khong hiéu tir lic nao, toi lai nhé dén ngwoi Inuit séng & Bac Cuc
da tirng dugc chiéu trén chwong trinh ti vi. Ho khong hé bé phi, ma xé tirng
bo phan quan trong thu dugc tir nhitng cudc di san nhv 16ng, da, ndi tang,
ca mau nita, chia cho nhau. Man hinh tré nén dé ruc vi mau cua hai cau,
nhung khi nhin thay thé, t6i nghi diéu d6 khac vdi sy da man, hay ghé ron.
Toi lai thay tirng tang thit do dugc x€p can than trén mat bang that dep.

Nhung... vi sao t6i lai nghi t@i chuyén dé nhi? Coi cay organ nay giong
vdi con hai cau thi that ky cuc. Hai cau thi vira c6 ich, vira c6 thé an dugc.
Khéc han vé6i cay dan da cii hong nay. Nhitng do da hong, nhitng do khong
con dung dugc, nhitng do chang con c6 ich, chi c6 thé viit di thoi. Ching la
phé liéu ma. Vi do phé liéu chi la do phé liéu ma thoi.

L méo & cho cai xe buyt héng doé cling vay, han cling khong c6 ich gi,
cling la do bé di. Tetsu ciling ndi cho dé la chd dé nguwoi ta vitt méo. Méo
cling c6 sy song, khac vGi dé vat. Vit meo la mot viéc khong duwgc lam.
Ping vy, hién nhién la nhw vay. Diéu nhv thé dén t6i con hiéu dugc.
Nhwng, 1 méo lai bi viit bo.

https://thuviensach.vn



Ong dang thdo roi cai loa & bén trong cdy organ. Té6i nhin éng lam,
khong hiéu sao lai thay thanh than. Cai cach 6ng doi xr vdi cay dan da
héng nay, han phai c6 y nghia nao do, khong thi 6ng thiy vui gi khi lam
viéc nay co cht, roi toi bat dau c6 cam giac nhw viéc do cling dwgc. That sy
toi cling khong hiéu rd cé that la thé nao ciing dwgc khong. Vi khong hiéu
nén td6i mdi nhin. Téi ngoi ngoai hién nha chan hoa anh nang, ct thé ma
nhin mai.

Tetsu rot cudc khong vé an bira trira. Khong chi thé, ca khi troi t6i, mua
bat dau roi, n6 ciing khong tré vé. Me vira trd vé tir cong ty, lién bao t6i
mau di tim no.

“Con khong di dau.” - T6i tra 10i, giong 1i nhi.

“Con lam sao vay ha?” - Me dang don tui ni 10ng siéu thi.

“Con khong muon di.”

“Téc mai cia con. Sao lai thé kia? Trong ky cuc qua!”

T6i gat dam téc mai. Ban ndy toi dinh cat chiing cho déu, nhung lai that
bai.

“Pang sau thi ct dé dai.”

“Nhu thé nay dwgc ma me.”

“Ngay mai con mau tGi tiém cat téc di. Con cling chwa téi Hanaya ding
khong?”

Hanaya'?! chang phai 1a tiém bén hoa twoi, ddy 1a tén ctra hang ban quan
ao kiéu Tay & khu phd mua sam. T6i phai dén 1dy quan do dong phuc cap
hai ¢ dé.

“Pong phuc ctia con ddy. D6 ctia minh thi phai tw di 1ay ch.”

“Con khong can dong phuc.”

“Khong c6 dong phuc roi thé nao? Con dinh khong dén truong a?”

“Con khong di.”

Me thé dai mot tiéng.

“Ai cling thé, toan tw y quyét dinh thoi. Viéc gi r6i cling do trach nhiém
lén dau me.”

Me vdn manh voi néc may roi noi:
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“DPi nhanh 1én. Con mau di tim Tetsu di!”

Nhung me a, bén ngoai troi toi roéi. Cit than nhién di ngoai duong, ngd
nho lai gap phai chuyén do thi biét lam sao day. T6i mudn noi nhu vay,
nhung khong thé noéi dwgc. Loi khong phai tai t6i, thé nhuwng khong hiéu
sao toi lai c6 cam gidc minh gdp chuyén dé la tai minh nén khong thé noi
duwoc gi.

“Vay con di hay la khong di day?”

Me dirng tay dang vo gao, quay lai, nhv mudn néi: 1an cudi roi day.

“Sao khong dé 6ng di?”

“Ong bay gid dang tim ma. Con di, hay 1a khong di day?”

“Pé con di vay.”

Me nghe thdy thé, lién quay lung lai hwéng vé phia t6i, xd nuwdc that
manh. Me c6 vé khong dé y tdi toi chit nao. To6i nghi, véi me thi toi ra sao
cling dugc. Tt lic nao ma moi nguwdi ai cling chi biét Tetsu, Tetsu.

“Me, néu me di tim bo vé, thi con cling sé di tim Tetsu vé.”

Tiéng vo gao soan soat cia me bong nging lai. Tride khi me kip quay
lai nhin t0i, t6i da bé ra ngoai roi.

Trén con dwong nhya anh 1én mau den, ti'ng giot mwa 16n roi xudng roi
ban tée lén. T6i nam chdt can 6, c* moi lan c¢6 ai d6 di vé huwdng nay la toi
lai bang qua bén huwdng ngwoc lai dé di. Bong cot dién thoai, bai dat trong,
béng toi ngoai hién ctia nhitng ngo6i nha cé vé nhw khong c6 ai ¢ nha, dang
ha to cai miéng den ngom. Qua cang thang, nén khi vira t¢i dugc can hd
ctia ngwoi phu nit y, dau goi toi cdm gidc nhw bi riut hét sitc lyc vay.

Ctra sO phong ctia bac ay t6i thui. Cling da dén gio phdi vé nha roi, sao
vay nhi? Mwva ngay mot 16n hon, t6i co nguwoi nup dwdi 0, chgt nhé minh da
néi: “Sao khong lam con bac dy luon di.” Biéu d6. Khong cé chuyén Tetsu
dé tam dén diéu d6 dau... Chiéc den tuyp cho cau thang chap chon roi tat
phut.

Thé nhung hinh anh dong lai trong mat t6i lai 1a chuyén tau dém dang di
tGi mOt noi nao do6 rat xa. Tetsu va ngwdi phu nit ngbi & hai hang ghé doi
dién nhau, ho dang ngam anh deén tr nhitng khu pho giong nhw nhitng ngoi
sao ngoai ctra s6. Pung roi, cai y nghi nguwoi phu nit 4y mudn giir Tetsu lam
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con minh khong c6 gi ky la ca. Lic nao ciling thé, ai cling vay, déu néi rang
Tetsu rat dé thuwong. Hon nita, Tetsu ciing rat thich bac dy. B6 khong trd ve,
me thi luén cang thang, con toi lai néi nhitng 16i nhw vay nén né khong
muon vé nha nita cling phai théi. Liéu néu Tetsu ty nguyén theo bac ay thi
c6 thanh bat c6c khong nhi? Lam gi c6 chuyén bat c6c chi. Minh dang
nghi gi khong biét. Nhung ma bac dy la mot nguwdi hoi khong binh thuwong
song mot minh, ngay nao ciing cho lii méo hoang an...

Ngay lic do, c6 mot hinh thu 16n mau den dap vao mat téi. Canh tay
mau den vion ra tém lay vai toi, toi hét 1én.

“So gi chit? La bac day.”

Giong néi khan khan vang 1én. T trong cai mii trum dau ctia 40 mua,
bac chép lién tuc d6i mat mot mi vi mwra hat vao.

“Bac...!”

Mau t6i vira ngtrng chdy mat mot lic, gio bat dau chay di khap co thé.
Hinh thu to 16n mau den kia chinh la cai xe dap dwgc che mwa bang tai ni
16ng dung rac.

“Chau lam gi ¢ day vay?”

“Chau twong Tetsu tGi day.” - Mat toi nong bung.

Béac lac dau. “Bac khong gap lai thang bé ké tir 1an gap cung chau.”

Toi & twdng hom qua, cd hém nay nita, né déu ¢ cung vé6i bac ay, hoa ra
la khéng phai...

“Tetsu, thang bé lam sao thé?”

Béac ditng dwdi mai hién cia can hg, cdi chiéc mii 4o mwa ra. Bong mat
cua bac sam den lai nhw boi nho 1én vay.

“Bac w6t siing hét ca roi.”

To6i gdp céi 0 lai, ng6 1én nhin mdt bac.

“U, khong sao, khéng sao ca.”

“Bac lai dén cho It meéo a?”

«(y »

“Mua thé nay, nghi m6t hém khong dugc a?”

“Troi mua thi bung van doi chit.”
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Thé nhung giong n6i do nghe sao that 1o dang. Bac hit vao mot hoi, quay
sang nhin toi cwdi. “Phai roi, bac c6 kem day.”

Tai sao trong mot thoang t6i lai nghi nguwdi nay da bat coc Tetsu co chi.

“H6m nay chau phai vé.”

T6i m& 0 ra, chay bién di mat trong con mwa. C6 thé trong td6i nhw dang
chay trén, t6i chay trén con duong toi den, chang lo vap nga.
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Chuong 4

Tiéng quat thio ctia 6ng 1do hang x6m. Ong ta gian dit gi dén mitc nhw
vay nhi, nghe nhu dang & ngay bén canh vay. T6i tha minh suy nghi, vira
md mat ra, nghe tiéng the thé ctia me: “Khong phai li tré nha t6i!” T6i lién
giat minh ngoi day. Tiéng ti* ngoai tién sanh nha toi.

“Phai héi thing bé nha c6.” - Ong gia d6 xing giong.

T6i nhin xudng giwong tang dwdi, Tetsu dang md to mat, van dang nam
va hat v &. Du vay t6i biét nguwoi n6 trong chan dang ciing do hét xac wép
Ai Cap vay.

“Tetsu.”

Nghe thay tiéng goi, n6 ngirng hat. Tetsu nhin thang 1én néc givong. Vi
la giwvong tang nén thanh ra né dang nhin cham cham vao phia duéi cho toi
nam, dé la tdm van c6 nhitng cai 16 dwong kinh tam mot phan xép déu
nhau. Tetsu ltic nao cling dém di dém lai chiing. Ma hinh nhw hém truéc n6
noi la c6 ba nghin hai tram nam muoi sau 16. Nhing hom nay, t6i cam giac
né nhu xuyén thiing tdam van dé dé nhin 1én trén nita.

“Nay...” Toi vira n6éi dé cau “Khong 1é hom qua...” n6 lai bat dau hat
tiép.

T6i qua khi téi quay vé thi Tetsu da & nha roi. C6 hoi n6é da di dau né
cling khong tra 10i. Bén bita t6i, ngay cad cau “Con khong muoén an” quen
thudc né cling chang noi. N6 c lang thinh va com vao miéng, yén lang
nhin vét xwdc trén cai ban cii, mién cwdng nudt com xudng. Me ciing im
lang xGi com, va cling im lang an com. Chinh la do t6i da ndi: “Me di tim
b6 vé di.” Nhung t6i khong hé muon néi xin 16i. T6i im lang, tong tirng
miéng com nhw hon da vao trong c6 hong.

“Mon ca rang mdn ngot nay hoi ngot nhi.”

Ong vira néi xong thi me da tra 10i:

“Gidng nhu moi khi ma.”

“Vi c6 khac ddy. Con an thi di.”
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“Vay thoi, con sé khong mua nita.”

Me khong ném tht mén ca rang man ngot, néi bang mot giong déu deéu.
Cudc doi thoai trong bita an tGi do l1a két thic. Chang t6i khong noi gi, tra
vé phong minh, chang may chéc da di nga. Pung roi, Tetsu con tw danh
rang mot minh nita...

T6i nhanh chong thay quan do réi di xuong tién sanh, trong mot thodng,
toi suyt nging thd. Chiéc xéng hot rac dwdi chan ong ta. Co con méo dang
ndm ngang trén d6. Chi can nhin thoang qua ciing biét né da chét.

“Mau bao con chi ra day. N6 ma khong ra day, toi sé tw di tim.”

Mot ban chan gay go nhw chan chim cta 6ng ta dinh thdo dép xang dan
ra. Ban tay day gan xanh cua 6ng ta nam 14y c6 tay me khi ba dinh ngan lai,
nhanh dén mitc kinh ngac.

“Pau!”

Ong ta van khong bo tay ra.

“Mau goi thang em may ra day!”

Khuon mat xam ngat vi gian dit ctia 6ng ta dam sau vao mat toi.

“Tomomi, khong di dau hét!” - Me t6i giang tay ra.

Ong ta chgt noi voi giong dieu lanh lung: “Nhin cai nay di!”

Ngoai hién nha van con do6i giay thé thao cia Tetsu bi ném & do6, dinh
day bun dat.

“San nha t6i van con dau chan kia kia. R6 m6n mot ti phia hang rao.”

T6i ngdi x6m & chd d6. Oi, khong xong roi...

“Co dén xem di! Hay lam ro chuyén nay.”

Nghe vay, me lién won thang lung nhw mudn noi téi chang thém chap:
“Ong thdi ngay may 1di budc toi khé hiéu dé di.”

Ong ta bi bat ngd trong chdc 1at. Me ¢6 giit thai do d6. Nhung tiép theo
ong ta lai noi:

“Mau goi bd thang bé ra day.”

Ngay khoanh khac ay, girong mat me bong trd nén sg hai.

“B0 no ay,” ong ta khong bé qua bé dang dao dong ctia me. “Khdng phai
bd né, sé khong gidi quyét duwgc.”
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Me 4, tai sao? Tai sao lai chiu thua chi vi diéu d6 chit. Birng dé thua béi
tro hen ha nhu vay ma.

Pring ldc d6, 6ng tdi xudt hién. Ong gia nha hang x6m dinh néi didu gi
dé, nhung ong toi lai ngo6i ngay ngan & sanh, tdim lung rong 16n ta nhw nui
gap lai, dau cui xuong. Ca me, ca tbi, ca ong gia nha hang x6m, lang nguoi
di. Ong van véi dang vé do, néi that nho nhe:

“T6i sé hoi ro thang bé. Con bay gio 6ng hay c vé di.”

ROi 6ng tir tir ngdi day. “Ong c6 thé dé con méo lai day...”

Ong t6i néi véi &m diéu cham rai, nhin 1én déi phuong.

Ong gid hang xém vo 14y cai xéng hét rdc, miéng 1am bam hai chi
“Pwong nhién!” r6i bo ve.

Con meo nguoi wot sting vi con mua hom qua. Nhitng soc 16ng den cua
no rung 16 cho, rat ban. Chac la méo hoang.

“N6 bi 6m nén chét day. b€ 6ng don cho.”

Ong cham chap ditng day, dang vé duong dudng vira ndy di bién mat.
“Dung co dong vao no.”

Me t6i nhin chdm cham vao géc t6i 16 nho cia nha bép. T6i quay lai thay
Tetsu mat trang xanh van dang mac bo do ngu dirng & do.

“Tetsu?”

Nhung trong Tetsu cé vé nhuw khong nghe thdy gi ca. N6 chi nhin thang
vao con meo, c¥ chan dat nhw thé di xuéng nén xi mang lanh 1€o. R6i né
ngoi phuc xuéng 6m lay xac con meo dang thvong, rung 16ng vao long.

Khong ai c6 thé n6i n6 dirng lai. Ca t6i, ca ong, va cd me. Tetsu dang
khoc. N6 ap ma vao con meo cing do rach regi do. No ctt ha miéng dop
dép giong nhw ngwdi mudn gao 1én, ma lai khong phat ra tiéng, cit nghen
ngao nhu thé ma khoc mai.

BERRD
T6i cung Tetsu di t¢i dam tric dé chon con meo.

“N6 da chét ¢ day a?”
‘(U’m.’)
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Chon xac con méo xong, Tetsu nhe dap dam réu vira bi gat ra 1én cho dat
am wdét. Toi bat chuwdc Tetsu, so vao 16p réu mém. Pay chac cling la cam
giac vuot 1én lvng con méo nhi, t6i nghi. Ro6i t6i néi vdi giong nho xiu, xin
16i nhé.

Tetsu hoi lac dau, rut ban tay dang vudt 16p réu lai.

“Em da n6i doi 6ng la em khong lam gi ca.”

N6 ngo6i xom xudng, 6m lay dau goi. Bo6i mat Tetsu trong nhu tdim guong
m0, chi v6 tinh phan chiéu mau xanh la cdy cta réu va cay duong xi, lan
nuwdc hd, va cad mau troi xam xit nita. Ong chic ciing da hiéu Tetsu néi déi.

Cai hop go dung xac con meéo la cai hdp dwng banh keo cii 6ng lay ra tir
kho dé dd. Ong néi véi Tetsu dang méu mao khong nd rdi con méo ring:
“Chau dat n6 vao cai hop nay nay”, roi giao cai hop cho né. “Pay la hop
dyng banh bao hinh tréi thanh yén ma Tetsu h6i nho rat thich day,” 6ng noi.
Tetsu lo dang nhin cai hp mét ldc, r6i cudi cung cling dui dui mat noi:
“Chau c6 nhé cai hop nay.”

“Em khong thé noi véi ong duge. Khong thé noi dugce.”

Tetsu ndi nhw vay, t6i lién cam 1ay céi xéng ditng day, nhung em ghét noi
doi, rat ghét phai khong.

BHBB

Trén tran nha c6 tiéng buwdc chan. La tiéng bwdc chan ndng né. Loet xoet
loet xoet. Chac chan la con méo mau den rat to ban ndy. L méo dang nam
phoi nang bén ngoai chiéc xe buyt. Vi cai xe buyt bi ching t6i chiém gitr
mat roi.

Ciing chang phai ai n6i ra tredc. Chung tdi chi c6 thé nghi dén noi nay
th6i. Ca t6i va Tetsu déu khong mudn tir dam tric vé thang nha. Vi lai,
Tetsu toan vap chan nhu thé di l1ong vong da mét 1am roi. Coé 1€ t6i qua nd
khong ngu dugc may.

Tetsu nép minh & chiéc ghé phia sau, vira hat v @ vira giam giam chan.
Tbi ngdi & cai ghé doi, dwa lung vao cira s, thong thd nham méng tay. Ong
1ao nha hang x6m, han bay gio dang cat tia cdy ¢ ngoai vuon hodc dang
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phun thudc trir sau nhw moi khi. Chac chan éng ta chi c6 thé thay né la mot
dtra tré ky quac.

“Tetsu.”

“Da.”

“Thé nay dwgc khong? Minh sé khéng vé nha, cling khong di hoc. T6i
dén cling nam & day ngu, ngay nao cling nhw di cam trai ay.”

T6i cling khong hiéu tai sao minh lai néi ra diéu nay. Nhung khi vira noi
ra, t6i lai thay dé la mét y twdng rat thu vi.

Tetsu nhin t6i véi vé mat khé hiéu, né chép mat that manh. “Pugc thoi.”

Gan tGi trua, hai dita cung di bo t6i khu phé mua sam. Ching t6i mua
banh khoai tay chién xu Korokke & ctra hang thit roi di bd thém mot chut
nita t6i ho chéo thuyén. Cho xe buyt hong nam & ria phia Tay thi tran, &
thuwong lwu con séng, con ho chéo thuyén thi cat ngang ga tau, nam & ha luu
con song tinh tir phia Bong. Ngay nao ciing vay, bac ay chad thitc an cho li
meo tdi hai noi kha xa nhau nay.

Cai ho ay ciing khong phai la noi dep dé gi. Cho nha thuyén van con day
xich cudn dong, cai hé von qua nhé dé chéo thuyén, dén khi mé duong,
xung quanh ho lai bi thu hep hon, rac vai lung tung. T6i va Tetsu ng6i &
bang ghé da bong son, nhom nhoam khoai tay chién xu Korokke van con
hoi &m, chang bu6n cho x6t vao.

“Chi da nghi r6i.”

Tetsu im lang. Méac cho miéng van dang day banh khoai tay, toi ti€p tuc:

“Khong biét néu minh dem dam phé liéu & d6 tdi cho bac ay dang lam
viéc, bac dy c6 cho minh tién khéng nhi? Néu ma la d6 nhd, hai chi em
minh c6 thé khiéng dugc.”

“Chi noi dung...”

“Nay, troi tinh 1én nao.”

“Vang.”

Van cti dau, Tetsu gat mot cdi r6i nudt wc miéng cudi cung.

“Li méo dau roi nhi.” - T6i nhin ra xung quanh. - “Chung n6 chi xuat
hién khi dén btra an thoi nhi?”

“Véng.”
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“Co phai ching ¢ trong nha thuyén khong?”

“Em chang biét.” - Giong n6 nghe c6 vé khé chiu.

Tetsu chac han khong muon nhin 1ii méo. Lic ndy né ngoi 1i trong xe
buyt, chi nhin cham cham cai dau g6i cia minh, chang bu6n nhin ra xung
quanh...

To6i phui di vun banh Korokke roi trén quan cta Tetsu. “Bi ch&?”

“Vang.”

Nhung, cé t6i, ca Tetsu, déu khong dirng 1én.

Pung ldc ay, tw bui cé dai dang sau bang ghé xuat hién mdt con meo.
Toan than n6 mau trang, doi cho diém dom den. Giong hét nhw banh dai
phtic nhan dau. Ban dau, con méo dé tién dén cham mat vao dau goi ciing
ngac cua Tetsu. R6i vira phap phong miii ngti ngtri dau ngon tay toi, thoat
cdi, n6 da liém ngon tro tay téi bang dau lwdi ram rap. Toi giat minh rut tay
lai.

“Phai ro6i, 1a do c6 mui banh Korokke.” - Tetsu noi.

“Chura thdy con meéo nay bao gid nhi.”

Suyt, Tetsu dua ngon tay len moi.

Meo meo meo, c6 tiéng kéu rat nhe. Tiéng kéu dy nghe nhv nhitng sgi
chi méng quan chat vao nhau r6i lai tach roi ra.

“0 ding kia kia...!”

Tetsu chi ra ding sau nha thuyén. O trong chiéc thung cic tong dit trén
cd la mOt con méo con mau trang v4i doi tai to, dang nhom ra ngoai.

“Con cta may ha?”

T6i hdi con meo & dwdi chan, né cling giwvong mat nhin to6i, d6i mat day
ghen chdp chdp. Tetsu ditng day, chan giam 1én bui c6. Con meo con lién
rut dau ngay vao trong thung cac tdng, tiép sau do, lan nay thi cé tan ba con
meo, tai dung 1én, tho mat Ién khoéi mép cai thung. Nhitng khuén mat giong
nhw mat éch c6 hai mat rat xa nhau dang nhin chiing t6i.

Tetsu quay sang nhin t6i, mat chép chép khéng ngirng, roi khé khang
tién gan thém bwéc nita. Vira budc lai, tui méo con thd ra mot tiéng, lac dau
nhw nhitng con ran, c6 sttc nhe ham rang ra.

“Chung dang buc minh day.” - Tetsu lai quay sang phia toi.
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“Ghé qua. C& bat bon né di.”

“Khong dugc dau.” - Tetsu lwom toi. - “Chi ding c6 lam gi lung tung
day.”

“G1 co chtt, sao lai nhin chi thé?”

Ngay cd méo me ciing nhin t6i véi anh mat dé phong.

“Chi khong lam gi dau.”

“Chi, mau vé 1ay do thoi. Nhan tién minh cling mang theo thém ca stta
nita nhé?”

“Po6 a?”

“Pung la chitng hay quén cua chi, nga & trén xe buyt thi phai can nhitng
gi chit?”

Tetsu dang chu moi ra, vé than thd ndy gio ctia n6é nhu chwa tirng ton tai
vay.

BBB

bong ho bao thitc, dén pin, tir dién dong vat bang hinh, do len, truyén
tranh, gwong va ban chdi, kéo, hop tién tiét kiém, nam g6i mi ga an lién,
mot gbi banh quy, bén qua quyt, mot géi keo ngam ho cia 6ng. Chi méi
nhét tirng day thoi ma ba 16 cta t6i v6i Tetsu da phong hét 1én roi.

“Mang thém mot quyén sach nita khong dugc a? T dién phwong tién di
lai bang hinh.”

“Khong dwgc. Khéng nhanh 1én 1a 6ng sé phat hién ra day.”

“Em mu6n mang theo ma.”

Chang con cach nao khéc, t6i danh dé lai cuon truyén tranh ctia minh.
Peo ba 16 1én lung, di xuéng cau thang, chan dang xé giay & ctra sau thi
Tetsu choc vao nguai toi.

“Gi thé?”

“Minh quén mang sita r6i.”

“U, phai roi.”

Chung t6i quay lai vao trong bép, céi ti bép ban ndy ching toi tim may
g6i mi gio van dang md. T6i khé khang dong cira tu lai, 1dy ra hop sita
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trong ta lanh v&i mot cai dia tir bon riva, r6i quay lai ctra sau.

“Em cam cai nay di, dé chi khéa ctra.”

Cham cham, c6 khong phat ra tiéng dong, to6i khoa cia lai. Ching t6i
nhon chan bang qua phia duéi ctra s6 phong kho noi 6ng dang dirng, khi ra
t6i dwgc duong, ca hai dira chay thuc mang.

Van deo chiéc ba 16 dang sau lwng, chiing t6i tién thang dén chd hoé chéo
thuyén. Thay ching t6i nhom vao trong cai hop cac tong dat trén bai co,
meo me lién chép chép mat, miéng kéu tirng tiéng “meo” rat ngan roi budc
ra ngoai. T6i vdi Tetsu cung ngoi xom xudng, do sita ra cdi dia lay dugc tw
bép. R6i ching t6i ngdy ngwdi nhin cham cham meéeo me tho céi lwdi nhé
mau hong ra liém cho stta.

“Thtr vuot lvng né xem sao.”

“Chi thtr vudt di.”

“Tetsu, em lam di.”

Ban tay do dv cda Tetsu du6i thang dén tan dau ngon tay. Khi ban tay ay
sap cham dugc vao lvng meéo me, né lién ngang dau 1én khéi cai dia nhin
ching t6i. N6 kéu “meo” mot lan nita.

“Thoi...” - Tetsu rut tay lai gidu vao gitta hai chan. - “Khéng lam phién
may nita, udng stra di.”

Chting t6i lai nghe thay tiéng lwdi méo me liém vao dia sita khe khé.

“Ban ndy no c6 liém lay tay chi day. Rat rap.”

“Em biét roi. O trong sach ciing viét ludi meéo thd rdp. Chi co biét tai sao
khong?”

“Khong biét.”

“Chung liém than minh la dé chai 16ng day. Giéng nhu céi lvgc ay.”

“«).”

“Thé nén ching mdi nuot ludn cé 16ng vao bung. Ro6i ching phai an co
dai dé ¢ 16ng ra day.”

Khi t6i t6 ra than phuc em c6 vé biét nhiéu ghé nhi, Tetsu ling tiing mat
mot ldc réi néi li nhi:

“Cam giac thé nao a?”

“U thi, ram rap, nhén nhot.”
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“U hirm.”

T6i chdm ngon tay vao sita, roi nhé 1én gan ban tay cua Tetsu. Xin 16i
mot chut nhé, t6i 14y dia sita ra khoi con méo, kéo tay Tetsu dén trudc miii
n6. Méo me vwon co ra roi rut lai, roi lai vieon ra lan nita, rat nhanh liém
lay giot sita trong gan ban tay Tetsu.

“Chi 0i.” - L6 miii Tetsu phap phong. - “Duing la rap that day.”

“Chi da bao ma.”

To6i dat lai cai dia vao cho cii, méo me tiép tuc uéng sita nhu khong co
chuyén gi xay ra.

Méo me da théda man quay trd lai cho cai hop, lan nay dén lugt 1t meéo
con bt sita me. Lii méo chui tot vao dudi bung méo me, bti bang ca co thé
nhuv dang hit ha tng hoi.

“Chac chan ching lai bi bo roi r6i.” - Tetsu thi tham nhw sg bi 1t méo
nghe dugc. - “Ai ma xau qud, bé mac né cung I meo con thé nay.”

Meéo me khé nham do6i mat, thodi mai dé cho It méo con bu sita. Bay gio
trong né cé vé budn ngu roi.

O, toi dang ngd ngang, thi dén Tetsu cling bat dau nga gat. Hai tay 6m
lay dau goi bi tudt ra, lam né nga lan kénh ra nén cé. Tetsu dui dui mat.

“Tetsu, vao ngu mot chut nhé.”

Tetsu nghét mat ra nhin téi. Vi bi dui qua nhiéu, d6i mat hai mi cta né
nhw xuat hién may dwong mi nita, dang mé to mdt cach bat thwong.

“Di vao?”

“Cht con sao nira?”

T6i cam ba 16 cta hai dita, ditng day.

BHBB

Anh ta dwong mau cam ryc chdy va mui hoi chua cua lii méo. Bén trong
chiéc xe buyt tran ngap hoi &m dwgc tich tu sudt ca ngay. Tetsu dang say
stta ngd. Con méo den va con méo c¢6 dém mau ca phé sita trén lung tién
vao ti* cai cira mé& hé mot niva, bat dau chdi 1ong. Co 1€ ching da quen véi
ching t6i hon mot chut r6i.
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Mat troi dang lan xuéng phia bén kia con dwong cao toc ngay tredc mat.
Toi ngoi & ghé 1ai, thir nam chat 18y cai vo lang nham nham. Dwong nhw
mat troi cling dang ngam nhin t6i giong nhv td6i dang ngam nd. Mot ltic nao
d6, mat troi cling sé trd nén vo dung giong nhw dong phé liéu & day. Giong
nhw con ngwdi du c6 hanh phic, cé tot t¢i mitc nao di nita cling phai chét
di, mat troi r6i cling sé chay hét. Khong hiéu mat trdi cé ty hiéu diéu do
khong nhi. C6 phai né biét nén méi chay nhw vay khong nhi?

DPang sau lung t6i bong c6 tiéng giay thé thao kéo 1é dang tién lai gan.

“Oa, ch6i mat qua.”

Khuon mat Tetsu 1ap lanh nhitng giot m6 hoi cling nhudém mau ta dwong.

“Mat troi ay...” - Tetsu ngdp mot cai rat to. - “Cit 1an mai, lic nao ciing
chim & phia duwéi nén phia bén kia mat dat sé khong thdy gi hét phai khong?
Chi trong khoanh khac ay, anh sang sé anh 1én mau xanh 14 cay day.”

“Em thay roi a?”

“Khong, trong sach viét thé.”

Tetsu treo 1én ngbi & chiéc ghé don phia trén cung, 6m ldy dau goi.

“Ho con viét phdi ditng trén nha cao tang mdi thay dugc.”

Chung t6i c¥ nhw vay ng6i ngam mat troi lan. Cho dén khi mat trdi bién
mat han khéi khung trgi hinh vuéng bi duwong cao toc cing véi toa nha cao
tang phia doi dién chia cat, xung quanh bao trum mot mau xam u am.
Giong nhu anh em muc déng dang ngam nhin dwong chan trgi téa sdng mot
mau xanh, noi thdo nguyén trai dai bat tan.

“Bac 4y, tdi mudn nhi.”

ba yen lang mot lac kha lau nén giong Tetsu co6 hoi khan. Gio day toi da
khong con phan biét dwgc sang t6i, chi thady nhitng thit mau trang trong nhw
duwgce son mot 16p son dac biét. Mat Tetsu trang nhw qua cay lat duwgc béc
VO vay.

“Bac ay chac sé bat ngo lam khi thdy ca em va chi déu & day thé nay
nhi.”

L{ meo bung doi meo nhin vao mat ching toi, con thi phap phong miii,
con thi kéu meo meo. Chang con cach nao khéc t6i lay tw trong ba 16 ra géi
mi ga an lién, dap nho ra roi cho ching an thit. Con thi ngti ngwi, roi lam
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mat khong hiéu, nhin ching t6i, con lai quay dudi vé phia ching t6i... Thé
nhung két cuc ca nam go6i mi déu hét sach. Bon ching lac lw dau vé kho an,
roi nhai lao rao.

“Hom nay bac ay nghi hay sao y nhi?”

Tetsu ng6i x0m, cam tya 1én dau goi.

“Ngay mai bac ay sé tGi thoi. Chung ta cling an chit?”

Chtng t6i vira chia nhau uéng not cho sita cho lii méo con sét lai tir ban
trira, vira cham cham an ba cai banh quy iu mot.

“Ngon chi nhi.”

«(y »

Tetsu néi “Ngon nhi, ngon nhi” may lan réi cudi khic khich. Ching t6i
chia doi qua quyt, liém ca nhitng giot roi xudng tay.

“Cho chi nay.” - Tetsu 16i ra tit trong tdi quan cai keo cao su. - “Thay cho
danh rang.”

Nhung Tetsu lai im lang nhin dam dam cai keo cao su minh lay ra. Chac
chan n6 dang nhd nha day. Tai né vita n6i danh rang ma. N6 con dang nghi
vé chuyén con meéo kia nita. T6i boc vo roi nhét keo vao miéng Tetsu.

“Nhai keo cao su sé gitip dau 6c thong minh hon day.”

“That a?”

Sau day chiing t6i ra sttc nhai keo cao su vGi nhitng tiéng chép chép that
to.

BBB

To6i dén, mat trang ciling 1én cao. Trang ram tron nhw banh kép trén chéo
ran. Tt duwdi bong nhitng do vat, mat 1ii meéo ruc sang 1én, Tetsu dang loang
choang di quanh dinh nui do ci.

Pau tién, t6i da nghi cai dong ho bi hong. Bai t6i ct nghi 1a da nita dém
r6i, nhung kim dong ho deo tay mdi chi tdm gio t6i. T6i 1y trong ba 16 cai
dong ho bao thitc ra xem, qua nhién la tdam gio. Chang trach khong thay
buon nga gi. C¥ nhw thdi gian co gian giong nhw keo cao su hay chiéc tat
vay.
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T6i quyét dinh bat dén pin 1én, dém xem trong hop tiét kiém c6 bao
nhiéu tién. Pong mot yén va dong nam yén lan 16n, c6 bon dong nam tram
yén vGi tdm dong mot tram yén, dong muwdi yén thi ndng triu ca tay. To6i bat
dau dém dong mudi yén, dén dong thit hai mwoi bay thi ai d6 da giam 1én
bac cita xe buyt. T6i ngang mat 1én tredc am thanh khé khang nhung co
si’c nang do, hoa ra la me.

“Con dang lam gi ¢ cho nay vay?”

T6i van tiép tuc dém dong mwoi yén. Hai muoi tam, hai mwoi chin, ba
muoi... Khong phai t6i khong nghi t6i la sé nhw thé nay, nhung trong dau
dang roi tung lén, chang ro rang diéu gi ca.

“Sao me lai biét dwgc noi nay a?” - Toi lau bau héi.

“Me di tim thi duwgc bac Tanaka néi cho day. Bac ay bao thay cac con &
bai rac luc di dao.”

“O day u...”

U? Tiéng hoi lai that khé. Qua khé.

“Pay khong phai la bai rac. Pung ra la khong dwgc virt ¢ day dau.”

Dung lai tdm bién bao “Cam viit rac” gan nhw da bi chon vui, t6i chi vao
ddy vdi cam gidc nhw dang cau xin sy giip do. Tetsu ditng & trén cai 1o
nuwéng lac lw, dang nhin vé phia ching t6i. Me thé dai. Tiéng tha rat dai, rat
dai.

“Con cling da la hoc sinh cap hai r6i day.”

Me noi vay, toi cling khong biét phai lam sao.

“Tomomi?

“Da?”

“Pi vé thoi.”

“Khong vé sao?”

“H6m nay con muodn & lai day.”

Cam xuc tregt khoi guwong mat me, khuén mat me c¥ thé bién mat nhw
tan vao nwdc. Nhung diéu do chi dién ra trong mot khoanh khac.

“Vay u, con ghét nha dén nhw vay w, vay thi muon lam gi thi lam!”
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Me xudng xe buyt. Tetsu nhin theo me, nhin t6i & trén xe buyt, roi lai
nhin vé huéng me. Me budc rat nhanh, leo 1én trén bo ke, me khong di trén
con duong trén bo ké ma xudng phia bén kia.

“Chi, vé th6i.”

Tetsu budc tGi, nguwdc nhin tdi dang dirng ¢ bac 1én xe buyt.

T6i lac dau. “Tetsu, néu em muon vé thi c& vé di.”

“Con chi thi sao?”

“Chi ¢ lai day.”

Bay gio c6 vé nha cling chi cam thay t6i té. That c6 16i v6i me nhung ké
ca chi c6 mot minh thi t6i van & day. To6i da quyét nhw vay roi.

BHBB

“Neko.”l3]

“Koinu.”

“Numa.”

“Manga.”

“Gasu.”

Tetsu kéu “bum” mat tiéng giad vo nhw xi hoi roi bat cudi.
“Suika.”

“Karasu.”

“Su... suichi.”

“Chinpoko.”

Tetsu lai m6t lan nita phi cwdi vi diéu minh noi.
“Chinpoko chinpoko...”

NO gap ca nguoi lai cwoi ngdt nghéo.

“On ao qua day.”

“Khong phai am ‘u’4l. Chinpoko nén 1a ‘ko’ chi.”
““Ko’?... Vay thi dirng lai ¢ day thoi.”l>!

Toi 1dy den pin chiéu vao cai dong ho deo tay.

“Cling muoi gio r6i ddy. Khong phdi la gio di nga ctia em a?”
“Khong sao a!”
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Tetsu vui vé choi dua, dén mic t6i thdy hoi la. Cling nhd vay ma cam
giac toi 16i khi me t&i ban ndy gio cling bay bién.

“Choi thém mot lic nita di a.”

“O thi...”

“Pén ‘ko’ roi day.”

“Koala.”

Tetsu cho mot ldc roi tra 10i: “Rakko.”

“Koala.”

“Rakko.”

Koala, rakko, koala, rakko, koala, rakko. Chung t6i noi theo nhip diéu
lam nhuw thé dang hat. Koala, rakko, koala, rakko...

Tetsu vui qua hét 1én mot tiéng “Kya...” Thé nay giong hét nhu tré nam
tudi ay.

“Pi ngu thoi.”

Trong ltc t6i cdi ao len ra quang 1én c6 va vai cho Tetsu, né van lién
mom ndi koala, rakko, koala, rakko, mat sang long lanh.

“Chi ngu day nhé.”

Bé lai Tetsu & hang ghé sau, t6i ng6i & trudc mot hang, cuon minh 6m
lay dau goi.

“Chi 0i?”

T6i gid vo thd ra déu déu nhw dang ngu that. Cam thay nhw né dang dom
vé phia nay. Sau do la mot tiéng tha dai nhé.

Sau khi roi khéi day, me thé nao nhi. Liéu me cé dang nam trong chan
khong...? T6i rung minh trén mdt ghé thé rap. Chang hiéu tw Iic nao, nhiét
do da giam nhiéu nhu vay.

“Tetsu.”

Khong cé cau tra 10i. Tetsu, né ngt roi a? To6i map may moi n6i tham
Koala, rakko, koala, rakko...

Khi thivc mot minh, ty nhién t6i c6 cdm gidc bong t6i xung quanh tré nén
dam ddc hon. T6i nhin 1én bau troi qua 16p kinh ctra s6. Mat trang bi che
khuét, xung quanh nhu chim sau dugi day séng den ngom. Bo ke trai dai
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nhu sgi that lwng den sam. T6i chi c6 thé nghe duwgc tiéng thd déu nhe nhe
cta Tetsu va tiéng xe trén duong cao toc.

Nhung, khong chi c6 thé.

Tiéng rén 11 rat tram. Toi c’ng nguwdi, dong tai 1én nghe, tiéng d6 to dan
1én, nhiéu dan 1én, ngay cang tién t6i gan. Dot nhién, thit tiéng ay rit 1én rat
cao, xé toac khong gian xung quanh. Lai yén ang. Ngay sau day lai bat dau
vang lén tiéng rén i tram thap, gdp gap hon, lan rong ra xung quanh. Lic
nay cd xe buyt bi bao tron bdi tiéng rén 11 khé chiu do.

“Tetsu.”

T6i vuon tay, lay ngudi n6. N6 kéu “Gi” nhung van chim trong gidc ngu.

Pung lic ay, canh ctra gap cta chiéc xe buyt phat ra tiéng “ki...it”. Mot
cai bong 16n den si cham cham tién vao trong xe. Cai béng dy cui xuéng,
tién vé phia day ghé sau cho chiing t6i dang ngoi.

Cop... cop... cop...

... Chinh 1a ga dé...

Khong thé nham dwgc. Chac chan han da 1én It di theo ching t6i subt.
Lam sao day? Khong thé tron di dau dwgc. Ciling chang cé ai cttu gitp
chung toi ca.

Cai bong den d6 chom vé phia cho t6i.

BBB

AAAAN

“Khoooong!”

T6i cudng quyt khua loan chiéc den pin, cung lic ay bong nghe thay c6
giong hoi: “Tomomi?”

“Ong?”

Nhung khi t6i kip nhan ra thi chiéc dén pin da dap vao dau 6ng mat roi.
Ong bi dap vao dinh dau, ngdi phuc xuéng dudi ghé.

“Ong, dng c6 sao khong a?”

T6i luéng cudng bat dén pin 1én. Ong nhin mit lai vi chéi mit.

“0, ong a.” - Tetsu tinh day, binh than néi.

“Khong chday mau...”
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“Khong sao.”

Ong day nhe canh tay tdi ra nhw mudn néi d bao khong sao ma, khi toi
chiéu dén pin kiém tra dau dng. Ong ghét nhét 1a “bi ngwdi khac quan tam”
ma.

“Cho nay tuyét that ddy nhi.”

Ong vin veo than hinh to 16n trong cai ghé nhé, té thai do than phuc
hiém hoi.

“Cai thtr hinh vuong kia la ta lanh, dang xa kia kia cé ca bé xi toa lét
nita. Lan trwde chi da giam lén n6.”

Tetsu vira dui mat, bat dau thao thao bat tuyét thi ching t6i lai nghe thay
tiéng rén ri ban nay.

“Suyt!”

“Chi, tiéng gi the?”

Dot nhién co tiéng kéu dir ton, réi hai cai bong chay nhw lan qua tdm
bang kém. La I meéo. Tetsu mé& ctra s6 tho ra hét 1én: “Nay! khong duoc
danh nhau!” Yén lang dwgc mot ldc, réi tiéng rit cao vt la lung lai bat dau.

“Chung c6 bién thanh meéo yéu quai khong nhi?”

Tetsu chui trd lai tw ctra s6, nhin t6i va ong day hoang mang.

Khudn mit ctia 6ng nhin ngang trong that nghiém tic. Ong nhin chim
chu vao khodng t6i den bén ngoai.

“Ong di!”

Ong “Um” mot tiéng, nhung ching hé nhin t6i. “Tomomi nay.”

“Da.”

“Cai ti vi kia, khong phai con madi sao?”

Ong néi vay, nhung t6i khong phai 1a nguoi vitt thi 1am sao biét dugc
chit. Nhung c6 vé 1a né con mai hon cai ti vi cua ong.

“Ong 01, me chau bao 6ng t6i day a?”

Ong quay lai phia t6i nhw bat ngd. “Khdng, me chéu 6n.”

“Khong phai chdu lo cho me chau... Chau chi dang khong hiéu sao 6ng
lai t6i day thoi.”

Ong ditng day tién t6i hang ghé ding trudc, kéu to 1én mot tiéng “Xem
nay” roi 16i ra mot tdi gidy to. Bén trong la mot chiéc chan bong mém.
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“Chéu ctt twdng ong bat bon chau vé.”

T6i 6m tdm chin 1én. Ong cén than gdp lai chiéc tii gidy réng khong
theo dwong gap ci.

“A, cai nay mdi phoi nang hom nay.”

Tetsu dui mat vao tdm chan, giong nghe nhw bi nghen.

BBB

T&i nita dém, 1ii méo chot cat tiéng kéu rat ky la vi chiing dang tim “ban
doi”, khong phai cd nam déu thé nay, cling sap hét mua r6i.

Ong néi véi Tetsu dang lo ling chuyén bén ngoai ctra s6: “Ci dé ké
chuang di. Chung dang hen ho ma.”

Ong ndm & gifta, ca ba cling chui vao mdt cai chin, chiing t6i néi chuyén
vdi giong khe khé. Ching t6i duwgc bao boc trong mui cta thuoc 14 &m 1én
quan do 6ng va mui nang cta tdm chan. Rat 4m ap.

Li meo @ trong xe buyt dwong nhu khong hing thu gi voi cudc hen ho
inh i bén ngoai, ngu rat ngoan. C6 con nam cudn tron mot minh, ciing c6
nhitng con nam tim tum bén nhau giong nhw ching t6i. Khi nao 1& 16n
tiéng, ca toi va Tetsu déu quay sang nhau thi tham “Suyt!”

Suyt, suyt, suyt...

Tiéng thd sau, khé khang. Tetsu mdi réi con cuwdi khic khich, dua cot,
gio cling ngu ludn roi.

“Ong c6 ngam keo ho khong a?”

Chang con chuyén gi dé néi, tdi hdi ong vay.

“U, 6ng xin mot cai nhé.”

To6i 1y goi keo tir cai ba 16 dang dat & ghé bén canh, nam hai vién keo
trong 1ong ban tay, r6i chui lai vao trong chan. Vén di keo 1dy dugc tir bép
ctia 6ng ma. T4t nhién 6ng ciling khong phai khong nhan ra, 6ng cho vién
keo vao miéng trong rat vui. Vién keo vira ngot lai c6 vi hoi cay, ching t6i
cham cham déo né qua lai trong miéng.

“DPi ngu thoi chw nhi.”

T6i “vang”, nhung khong hé mudn ngut chit nao.
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“Ong 0i.”

“Him?”

“Ong c6 ndim mo bao gi® khong a?”

“Ciing thinh thodng day.”

“Nhu thé nao a?”

“Ong mo thdy ba.” - Ong tra 15i ngay, khong can nghi ngoi. - “Cit nghi
héa ra ba van dang song la 6ng lai tinh day.”

Ong dang nhdm mét lai.

“Ba trong thé nao a?”

“Trong thé nao v? Ba van nhw vay thoi.”

“Van vay? La thé nao a?”

“U thi... hdi ba van con tré ay.”

“Ba lai khong chiu xudt hién trong gidc mo cua chau.”

Ca toi va ong déu lang im mot lic.

“Nhung sau khi ba mat, chau lai hay mo thay mot gidc mo.”

“La ac mong a?”

“Tai sao a?”

“H@?...”

“Sao ong biét la &c mong a?”

“Khong phai 1a 6ng biét dau... Ac mong gi?”

“La th@ quai vat gi chau cling khong ro nita.” - Toi nhan vai. - “Trong
giac mo chau thay chau bién thanh quai vat.”

“N6 la ké xau a?”

“Vang.”

“Tomomi bién thanh ké xau u?”

“Vang.”

“Nhu vay thi gay go nhi?”

Ong gd g6 1én mu ban tay trai t6i bing ngén tay kho rap. Sau day dng it
tay lai, chinh lai than ngudi & trong chin. Ong thé hit ra mot tiéng. Sau d6
la khodng im ldng dai rat dai.

Tuwéng rang 6ng da nga mat roi, khong ngo 6ng lai tiép tuc néi chuyén.
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“Hoi 6ng bang tudi Tomomi bay gid, bac ctia 6ng da tirng & Thugng Hai
day.”

“Thuwong Héi ¢ Trung Qudc ay a?”

“U. Bac bén me cua 6ng, mot nguoi rat thd vi, nhung lai mat sém...
Ngudi bac dé da giri cho 6ng mot déi giay thé thao tir tdn Thwgng Hai. Mot
do6i giay thé thao tuyét voi khong thé thdy duwgec ¢ Nhat Ban héi do. Bau
mii chan c6 boc cao su mau dé dun, 6m vao chan, dé chac chan, cé thé
chay nhw bay vay. Ai ciing ghen ti vGi 6ng. Thoi d6 van con nhiéu dia tré
khong c6 cé giay thé thao binh thwong ma...”

Ong dang noi vé chuyén gi vay nhi. Chat giong khan khan cta 6ng tan
trong khong khi ban dem.

“Roi t6i mot ngay, doi giay ddy 6ng van dé trong hoc dé giay & truwong
bong dung bién mat.”

“Bi lay trom a?”

Ong gat gat dau. “Um. Ong da nghi ngay ai 1 tha pham r6i. Thing bé d6
hay nhin cham cham vao doi giay cua 6ng. R6i c6 1an né héi 6ng cho né di
thtt, ong da tr choi. Néu dia khac héi ong cling da dong y day, nhung
khong hiéu sao 6ng khong thich cho n6 di thw.”

“Tai sao lai thé a?”

“U’, tai sao lai thé nhi...”

Ong nghi mot ldc. Ci¢ nhu 12 nhé lai nhitng viéc xdy ra ngay hém qua
vay. “Thang bé dé thudc dang nghéo trong 16p, lic nao né cling mac cai do
khoac rach. N6 khong thé mang com hop di hoc nén bita trra né luén bién
mat hat... Thang bé do...”

Khong thé mang com hop di hoc sao, nghe that dang thuong qua. Bung
lic t6i vira nghi vay thi nguwdi 6ng rung 1én, t6i hiéu ong dang gat dau.

“Thang bé do lic nao mat cling sang 1ap lanh, nhwng khuon mat nhw thé
dang coi khinh moi nguoi xung quanh. Binh thwong n6 hoan toan khong
phai la di¥a bat chuyén trwdc. N6 hay dugce goi la diva kiéu ngao. Moi nguoi
cling khong wa gi no.”

“Co that la dira bé do...”

T6i néi hoi 16n tiéng nén 6ng phai chum méi kéu suyt.
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“That 1a divra bé do6 da 1ay cap a?” - T6i thi tham.

Ong nghiéng nghiéng dau nhw bao ciing khéng biét nita.

“Nhin mat thang bé do6 khi ca 16p am lén chuyén 6ng bi mat doi giay, ong
da doan la né ngay. Vay nén 6ng mdi noi vdi ban be, rang chinh né da an
cap.”

“Du khong c6 chung ci.”

“U, ching c6 chitng c ndo. Vi von di né bi ca 16p ghét, nén khi 6ng néi
nhv thé, moi nguwdi déu tin ngay. Sau ddy thang bé do cling khong tGi
treong nita.”

Tw lic nao, 1ii meo bén ngoai cling da im lang trd lai. T6i nghe 10 tiéng
dap thinh thich, thinh thich cta tim 6ng.

“Thay cht nhiém khi d6 da cho goi 6ng. Thang bé dé tén la Takashi, thay
yéu cau ong dén nha Takashi, bdo né di hoc tré lai. Thay bao tai 6ng nén né
ma@i khong di hoc nita. Luc d6 lvong tam ong c6 doi chut day dat, nhung
cam giac bi coi la nguwdi xau khién 6ng cang tic gian hon. Ci¥ nghi sao thay
lai bénh mot dira ngheo rdt, hoc hanh cting khong xong nhu vay chi, ong
lai thdy am rc vO cung. Nhuwng 6ng van di. Hom ay, sau khi tan hoc, 6ng da
t¢i nha n6. Pung ra la vi 6ng cho rang thay noi ding.

“Pung la t6i té that day, can nha do6. That ra lic vira t6i noi nay, ong
bdng dung lai nhé t6i Takashi day. Ong tw héi vi sao vay nhi... Gid thi 6ng
da hiéu, la vi 6ng nhd tGi can nha dé. Nha cta Takashi cling dugc dung bén
con song can... Nhung day chang thé goi la nha dwgc. N6 nhuw thé mot dong
nhitng thanh go va vai rach xép véi nhau, chen da Ién dé khong bi thoi bay
theo gi6 vay. Ong cudn manh chiéu dang ra xuéng lén, cat tiéng ‘Takashi-
kun, cdu cé nha khong thé?’ lién thdy dam tré con quan 4o rach nat, ding
ng6i 16m ngdém vé mét madi cung véi mot nguwdi phu nit hinh nhw bi 6m,
dang nam, c6 vé la me chiing, dinh ngoi day, va né véi khuon mat gian dir
ditng d6 nhv mudn bdo vé bon ho. Takashi thic vao 6ng dang sttng sot
diéng nhin, dudi 6ng ra bén ngoai, lvom 6ng: ‘Co chuyén gi?’ Giong noi do
nghe that la. Co6 1€ do la ly do Takashi rat it khi mé miéng né6i gi. Nhung
day lai la 1an dau tién ong dé y tdi diéu do.”
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Ong im ling, c6 nén con ho trong hong dé khong danh thitc Tetsu dang
say ngu.

“Chéu 1ay thém cho 6ng mot vién keo ngam nhé.”

“Thoi, khéng can dau.”

“Ong 01, 6ng c6 xin 16i cau bé d6 khong a?”

“C0,” vira néi dén dd, 6ng ho lién tuc.

U...m, Tetsu tré minh. Ong kéo tdm chin 1én qua c6 Tetsu, roi lai tiép tuc
cau chuyeéen.

“Ong da xin 16i. Ong noi Takashi mau quay tré lai trudng, thay gido
cling dang doi n6. Takashi ctt nhin 6ng chdm cham. Chi can thé nay la xong
roi, ong nghi vay, nhung that sy thi khong phai. Takashi bao da xin 16i, thi
phai xin 16i dang hoang. Phai chap hai tay lai ma xin 16i. D6 t6i, du nghi
vay nhung trong dau ong lai hién 1én khuén mat thay, nén 6ng da lam nhw
n6 bao. Ong quy trén phién d4 & chd song can, néi: “Tdi that sy chan thanh
xin 16i.” Nhin mdt né lic bao phdi noéi to 1én, mat 6ng nhw dau thanh sat
nung dy. Cam giac khong thé chdong lai dugc.

“Pung luc do, ti trong manh chiéu, em gai ctia Takashi budc ra. Méi chi
la diva bé tam nam tu6i thoi, nhung né gay khing khiép. Pau nd, than né,
moéng giong nhw khong phai nguwdi binh thwong. N6 mim cuwdi, néi: ‘La ban
ctia anh trai.” Ong di nghi con bé d6 that dé thwong, nhung thai do cua
Takashi ngoanh lai nhin no6 thi lai rat ky cuc. Sau day 6ng méi dé y. N6
chang phai dang di mot doi giay to dung sao. N6 dang di doi giay véi dau
miii boc dém cao su mau do dun.”

“Cua ong.”

“Pung vay.”

Ong thé dai. “Ong hiit thudc c6 duge khong?”

“Puwoc a.” - T6i ngac nhién vi lan dau tién 6ng hoi nhuw thé.

Ong hoi nhom day, cho hai tay ra khéi chin, 14y ra tir tdi 40 so mi dudi
16p 4o len bao thudc, hit chdam dén mitc sot rudt. Cau chuyén duong nhw bi
ngat doan ¢ d6 mat roi. Bau thudc chay lam sang 1én dau ngén tay goc canh
cta ong, khoi thudc cling tda rong ra. Co tiéng luc suc, mét con meo & phia
trvdc nhay ra khéi xe buyt. Chac n6 ghét mui khoi thudc.
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“Sau do thi thé nao a?”

Khong chiu nédi nita, toi danh héi. Ong nhe nhang dui diéu thudc vao céi
gat tan dat dang sau gh€ ngo6i. Sau khi bé tan thudc, 6ng can than déng cai
gat tan lai, roi cho hai tay vao trong chan.

“Ban dau 6ng chi nhin thay moi doi giay d6. Nén 6ng da tim lay con bé,
dinh thdo doi giay ra, nhung n6é nhat dinh khong chiu. Con bé gay dét ay,
bwéng binh cudn tron ngwdi lai hét nhu con rua dén mitc 6ng tw hoi lam sao
n6 lam dwgc nhw thé. Du thé 6ng van ép n6 thao giay ra, thé la né lién da
lung tung. Ong gian sdi mAu, lién danh né. Takashi 6m 14y lung 6ng, hét
l1én: ‘Durng lai, dirng lai!” D6 khon, n6 chinh la ké cap, con bat nguoi ta
quy, no 1a dd ban thiu... Ong vd cling gian dit. Nhung...”

Ong lai ngdi mdt minh tw gat gat dau, nhw thé dang c6 vii cho cai miéng
khong chiu ndi cua minh.

“Thé nhung, Iic dé, ong lai chi do tdi cho con bé nhé thé kia. Ké trém la
Takashi co ma. La nhw thé, nhung 6ng khéng hé nhin Takashi ma chi danh
dita em géi. Tai vi sao, chau cé biét khong?”

“V1 dita em gai do dang di giay cua ong phai khong a?”

Sai mat roi, ong nai:

“Ong da hiéu. Dé danh bai dugc Takashi, thi phai 1am dau dita em.”

Ong ling 1& nhin tdi.

“Vay nén ong maGi danh con bé d6. Khong chi danh, 6ng da nhiéu lan
gao lén rang: ‘Thang anh may chinh la thang an cap!’ Tiéng gao thét ‘dirng
lai, dirng lai’ ctia Takashi dan tré thanh tiéng khoc, diva bé gai dot nhién
ngirng giam chan. N6 héi: ‘That ha anh?’ Pay la lan dau tién cling 1a lan
cudi cung Ong thdy Takashi khoc. Sau ddy, né van tiép tuc khong tdi
treong.

“Chua titng c6 diéu gi &m anh ong khting khiép nhuw vay. Ong da lam tén
thwong dita em gai nhé ctia né. Pang 1& dng nén danh Takashi. Ong khong
hé nghi chi vi m6t d6i giay ma ban than tré thanh mot ké dé hén nhw thé.”

Ong lai im ling.

“Vay con doi giay...”

“Ong da doi n6 lai.”
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Ong khong thé di né, 6ng 14c dau nhu mudn noéi vay.

“Ong ludn dé n6 sau trong ti dé gidy. Mot ngay ong kién quyét ném né
xuong séng.”

Toi cling c6 thé nghe thay tiéng doi giay roi xuéng dong nuwdc.

“Tir do6 trd di ong luon tam niém rang sé khong bao gid lam chuyén nhw
thé nita va néu vi th minh c6 ma phai tranh gianh thi tha khong cé con
hon...”

T6i khong thé néi dugc gi, chi biét nam bat dong. T6i da hiéu ong la
nguwoi nhuw thé. Nhung ngay ca bén trong con ngudi nhue vay ctia 6ng, van
c6 thit gi d6 suy nghi, hanh dong nhitng diéu ma dén ban than 6ng cling
khong hé ngo dén. Liéu c6 phdi lic 6ng danh co6 bé do, ong ciling chinh la
quai vat khong?... Néu nhv viéc dé6 khong xdy ra, liéu dng co6 khac gi v6i
ong bay gio khong?

“Luc ba 6 bénh vién...”

Ong cho i tiép tuc néi:

“Tiéng cha cai may dé, chau da rat muén nguoi ta tat né di. Chau khong
c6 tinh nghi nhw vy dau, nhung chau da mong ba chét di thi hon. Nhw
thé...”

“Tomomi khong 1am gi xau hét.” - Ong khé néi. - “Ba ciing hiéu diéu d6
ma.”

Trong mot lic rat 1au, cd ong va ca toi khong hé noi 10i nao. T6i da
khong con nghi vé chuyén ctia minh, ma vé 6ng khi con bé, vé Takashi-
kun, vé em gai ctia Takashi-kun. Ong 13 dita tré nhv thé nao nhi? Lan mé&
miéng tiép theo, 6ng lai néi véi mot giong vui vé ky la:

“Néu Tomomi nhé hon, chac sé khong cé suy nghi nhv vay dau nhi.”

To6i tat nhién hiéu ngay do6 la chuyén & bénh vién. Bung vay, cé 1€, ong
noi dung. Mac du toi chua bao gio cé y nghi nhu vay.

Anh séng rung rinh nhv dang tréi trong lan nwdc. May ciing troi rat
nhanh, vén tdm man vang 1én, mat trang ram tron vanh vanh hién ra tron
ven nhu mot nit hoang.

“A, mat trang 1én cao qua roi kia.”

“Ra ngoai ngam nao.”
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“Vang.”

Ong kéo lai chdn can than cho Tetsu, khom lung buéc trén 16i di nho
hep.

“Tetsu, trang sang dep lam. Em c6 day khong?”

“Pwgc roi ma, ti nita em sé an sau.”

Sau khi trd 10i ranh mach dén ky la, Tetsu khong hé nhic nhich.

Dudi anh trang, may thit d6 cti hong linh tinh kia hoéi sinh, c@ nhw dang
sap chuyén dong. Bong co xe buyt duwgc khéi dong, canh quat bat dau quay,
banh mi bat 1én t* may nwéng, may radio dang phat chuong trinh thoi sy.
Ong va t6i dang hat. Bai hat ma ca hai déu biét chi c6 bai “Sa mac ctia miit
trang”, nhung toi that bat ngd khi 6ng thudc 101 bai hat tir dau t6i cudi. Nhw
bi cudn hit vao tiéng hat, 1ii méo kéu 1én vdi am diéu 1éch tong, hoa theo
giong hat.

Sau day, khi mat trang ciing nghiéng dan, cudi cung chung to6i cling ngu.
Tat ca déu ngu say sua.
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Chuong 5

Sau khi an sang bang banh quy cung quyt, 6ng lién tré vé nha.

“Khong thé dé bon méo ldy cai nay lam 6 méo bang dwoc,” ong néi, roi
om cai chan di, nhung khéng bao ching t6i trd ve.

Khoéng biét c6 phai vi thiéu ngu, ghé chat va troi lanh khong ma 6ng di
trén bo ké bang nhitng buwéc chan citng ngac nhu bup bé bang kém vay.
Nhin dang 6ng tir dang sau, t6i caAm gidc nhw ong da gia lam roi.

“Chi 0i.”

Tetsu dang ditng tho than gitra 1ii méo quanh quan quanh né.

“Mi ga an lién cling hét mat r6i.”

“Minh thtr di xem sao nhé.”

“Vang, di thoi!”

T6i chang ndi r6 1a di dau, nhwng ngay 1ap tic nét mat Tetsu vui han Ién.

Vra t6i khu chung cw da thay cai xe dap cua bac dy van do & cho giong
nhw budi t6i hém troi mwa do6. To6i nghi bac sé ra ngay thoi, nén ditng doi &
phia bén kia dwong. Canh ctta dau tién mad ra la ctra nha bén canh nha bac,
nguwoi dan 6ng dong bé comple lao ra khoi phong, chay rat nhanh xuéng
cau thang. Sau dé ctta can ho trong cung m@ ra, nguwoi dan 6ng mac bo
quan 4o lao dong, dau doi mii bado hiém, ciing v6i vang di ra. Pa dén gio
moi ngwoi di lam r6i. T6i hoi nhé bé. Vi ngudi dan 6ng mac bo comple khi
nay, ldc di qua chung t6i cling c6 mui hwong giong hét mui cta bo khi vira
thirc day.

Nhuwng chi c¢6 canh cira can hd cta bac, mai van chwa thdy maé ra. Toi va
Tetsu di 1én cau thang khu chung cw, &n chudng ctra. Mot lan... hai lan... ba
lan. Khong c6 ddu hiéu sé c6 ngudi ra mé cira.

“Hay bac ay da ra ngoai mat r6i nhi?”

Tetsu nguwdc nhin t6i. “Minh t&i cham mat roi.”

“Nhuwng minh da di con duong trén bo ke ma.”

“Hay minh t&i cho viit vé lon? Co6 khi bac ay ban viéc.”
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Chi con moi cach d6 thoéi, ding lic ching t6i vira dinh di xuéng cau
thang, thi canh ctra rit 1én r6i m& hé ra.

“A, hai dta.”

Bac ay van dang méc bd pijama hoa mau xanh, mét sung hiip 1én. O, bac
van con dang ngu sao, t6i nghi, ding lic dy Tetsu ciling héi bac véi vé lo
lang:

“Bac, bac bi 6m a?”

“Khong, cling chua t6i mic 6m dau.”

Noi vay, nhung bac chui nguoi ra phia trudce, ding mot cach kho khan.

“Bac da tdi kham bac si chwa a?” Tetsu than nhién budgc vao bén trong
Ccla.

Khi t6i kéo 4o so mi ctia Tetsu nhw mudn ndi vé thoi dirng lam phién bac
ay nita, thi bac ditng van nguai & cho bép ga trong bép.

“Bac nho hai dra viéc nay dugc khong?”

Chung t6i chang c6 thdi gian hoi viéc gi thi bac da ngbi bét xudng san
nha lat da hoa.

“Bac?”

“Um, khong sao, khong sao.” Bac vira néi, vira nga cai dau ning né
xuong san, nguwc phap phong.

Phét ra tiéng xi nhw qua bong bi xep, ca Tetsu cling ngbi phich xuéng.
To6i céi giay quang di, chay tdi luon hai tay vao nach bac ay lic dé6 da mém
rii ngudi, c6 kéo bac vao bén trong phong. Bac oi, dém & cho nay phai
khong, chau dwa bac di nhé, c6 thém mot chit thoi, miéng toi ¢t tw nhién
lién tuc noi.

“Tetsu, mau gili chan ra. Nhanh 1én.”

Tetsu trong nhuw sap khoc lao t6i, 1at dat nhdc cai chan 1én.

Nam xu6ng dugc mot lic, nhip thé cia bac dan diu tré lai. Chau rira va
khan mat dwgc dat phia trén go6i. Bac van con dang sot thi phai. Toi tré vao
bép thay nuwdc chau rira, vat khan.

Trén bép dé mot chiéc noi 16n giong nhw lan trwdc. Bén trong day ap
dau, xwong ca nau cung va@i bap cdi. Van con néng. T6i cam nap noi, thd
dai.
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La do con mwa hém ay. Du la vi 1t meéo di nita, thi dé ban than bi 6m tGi
vay cling that 1a ngdc nghéch. Du bac dy c6 mét minh cé gang thé nao di
nita thi chac chan lii méo ciling van bi bo roi va cai bién “Cam vitt rac” kia
van tiép tuc bi 1o di thoi.

T6i quay trd lai can phong phia trong, Tetsu giong nhw mot nha ngoai
cam dang ngo, dang dat long ban tay @ trén miii bac.

“Em dang trong chitng néu bac dy c6 ngirng thé thi sé biét ngay. Dé c6
thé lam h6 hap nhan tao ngay 1ap tirc.”

Biéu hién trén gwong mat n6 rat nghiém tac.

“Nao, em dang lam vuwéng chi day.”

T6i dudi Tetsu ra, dat cai chau rira xuéng. Vira gap cai khan mat dat 1én
tran bac, toi vira nghi, ky nghi xuan nay that la. Bgt trdc vira phai cham
soc Tetsu bi 6m xong, gio lai phai lam cong viéc y hét nhu vay.

“Chi nay! Em ciing biét lam ho hap nhan tao ding cach ma... A!”

T6i nhin sang, bac ay da m@ mat.

“Bac, bac c6 sao khong a?”

“Xin 16i nhé. Bac lam phién cac chau qua.”

Toi dat lai cai khan trén tran, bac lién néi vdi giong khan khan:

“Céam on chau.”

“Bac sé khoi nhanh thoi a.”

“Chéu goi bac si nhé?” - Tetsu thi tham.

“Bac khong sao. Quan trong la...”

Béc dinh ngoi day, nhwng lai ho khu khu.

“Cai n6i dun...”

“Vang, chau thay roi.”

Toi tra 10i. Panh phai lam thoi, toi nghi. “Ching chau sé cho bon meo

= »

an.
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Lic ching t6i quay lai khu chung cw, rira sach hét x6 dung thitc an, cling
la gan trua roi.
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“Bon no thé nao?”, bac dy dinh ngoi day nhung ding lic dy mat lai trang
béch nhuw t& gidy, bén dwa dau vao goi.

“Ching an ngon lanh lam a. Chau c twéng chi cé hai chi em chau thi
chung sé khong chiu an.”

“Chi nhi, 6n ca nhi,” - Tetsu ngwdc nhin t6i.

“U,” t6i tra 101, ngdi xudng chiéu tatami.

Chiéc xe dap chd d6 an c lac lw vi nang, chi can di mot lwot téi cho xe
buyt va ho chéo thuyén roi tré vé thoi da la cong viéc nang nhoc roi.

“Trong tu lanh c6 tdo day. Néu thich cac chau cit 1ay ma an.”

T6i ngoi got tdo bén canh dém. Con dao cia bac dy to hon dao nha
ching to6i, rat sac. Phai got cho khéo méi dugc... Nhung cdm gidc bac dang
ndm sé nghe thdy tiéng con dao cat roet vao miéng tao khién to6i cang thang.
A, 1u®i dao da xoet vao ngén tay cai ctia tdi mat roi.

“A..., chdy mau r6i kia!”

Tetsu that 1a, dirng hét twéng 1én nhuw vay chit. Nhung tiéng bac dy tw
trong chan héi vong ra: “Dut tay réi a?” nghe lai c6 mot chit gi dé binh
than, lam t6i thd phao nhe nhom.

“Khong sao a, chi tray da thoi a.”

“O ngin kéo duwdi cdi ti vi cé bing dan day.”

T6i cAm on bac, r6i m& ngan kéo ra. Thudc cdm, thuéc nhé mat va hop
duwng bang dan vét thuwong trong cé vé da duwgc thay rudt nhiéu lan dwoc bac
x€p rat ngan nap. Trong dé con c6 cd mot con rdi tho deo tay bang nhua, cé
1& bac dugc tang khuyén mai khi mua thudc. Mit con tho nhw thé dang noi:
“Chang hiéu sao, t0i ct ¢ trong nay suot.” Toi chao con tho “Hen gap lai
nhé”, dong ngan kéo lai, dan bang dan, lai tiép tuc got tao.

“Pé em dut cho bac dy an.”

Tetsu dwa mot miéng tdo da got vé 1én miéng bac.

“Khong can dau. Bac khong mubn an.”

Bac vira néi vay, nhw chi dgi c6 thé, Tetsu bong cat cao giong:

“Néu bac khong an 1a phai tiém day. Bac si sé tiém cho bac m6t miii that
dau.”

Pay la cau me hay néi vGi né. “Tiém mot mii, xoc!”
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“Tetsu.”

“Sao a,” Tetsu quay lai phia toi.

“Bac dang 6m day... Pirng té ra vui vé thé chit.”

Nhung hinh nhw 161 de doa cta Tetsu da c6 tac dung, bac ay an dwgc hai
miéng tdo. Sau khi uong thudc roi lai nam xudng, bac néi:

“Bac khong mudn an gi ca, nhwng cai gi cling phdi an th nhi. Bing la
phai cdm on cac chau day.”

Do6i moi bac cang ra thanh mot duong thang, cé vé bac dy dinh cudi.

“Bac o1, chau sé nau bira toi cho 1t meo.”

“O 6? Chi nau duoc khong day?”

Béac hoi nhac dau khoi goi:

“Chau nau dugc cha?”

“Vang, dugc a.”

“Trong tu lanh cé hai cay bap céi. C& cat nho ra la dugc. Go6i ca moi kho
van con khoang mot ntra, chau ¢t dung hét di.”

Phai roi, phdi cat bap cai. To6i nhan da néi vay thodi, chit ngoai gio thuc
hanh nau nwéng, hinh nhw t6i van chira ndu dwge mén nao bao gio ca.

“Vay thi... cd moi kho...”

“Cho nuéc va ca khd vao noi, ninh mot lic, sau day cho bap cai vao.
Pirng cho qua nhiéu nwdc nhé. Bap céi sau cling ra nwdc ma.”

Sau khi n6i mot leo tGi do, bac ho mot trang kho nhoc.

“Tomomi a, thuc su la chau lam duwoc chit?”

“Puwoc bac a. Chi chau da nau mi go6i mot lan roi.”

Tetsu da tréd 10i thay cho t6i dang bat an.

Chi c6 cat bap cai th6i ma t6i cling mat mot tiéng dong ho. Toi cam chat
lay con dao su6t nén long ban tay phai van con citng do. T6i phay phay ban
tay trai lic nay da c6 hai cho phai dan bang dan. Mong sao me khong dé
y... Nhung me con chang thém nhin t6i. Cling danh chiju thoi, t6i nghi.

“T6i qua, con xin 16i.”

Tb6i quyét tdm noi 101 xin 16i. Ong van dang ddy mot miéng co com, chi
gat gat dau noi:

“Pugc roi, dugc roi.”
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“Khong sao ca. Thé c6 vui khong?”

Nhung toi chang cam thay gi la “khong sao” ca.

“Vui a. Lt meéo kéu la lam.”

Tetsu cao giong, bat chwdc i meo. Sau day né liéc sang nhin t6i, nhin
me, roi lai 1an nita nhin t6i. “Con, con no roi...”

Me hip v6i may miéng dau tir bat canh miso. Cai nay khac véi tic gian.
N6 giong nhw me dang noéi du t6i c6 bi danh, bi gam thi me ciing khong
cam thay gi ay.

“Néu me muon néi diéu gi thi ci¥ néi di a.”

Toi kién tri deo bam me dang ngoi xem ti vi sau khi két thic bita t6i.

“Con ciing da néi xin 16i r6i ma.”

“Khong phai 16i tai Tomomi ma.”

Do6i mat me quay lai nhin to6i, d6 quach. “Me chi hoi mét th6i.”

Me lai quay sang chiéc ti vi, nhung t6i biét me chang xem gi cd. Me
dang rat suy sup.

Thay to6i ditng day, me lién néi:

“Chuc ngt ngon. T6i qua chac con khong ngu duwge may phéi khong?”

“Vang, me cling ngu ngon nhé.”

T6i chi néi ding nhw vay, roi ldo dao 1é buédc 1én cau thang.

BBB

Ba con méo con & cho ho chéo thuyén sudt tir ndy ci nghich choi cai
dudi dai ctia méo me. Ching cui thdp dau xudng, lac lac méng xac dinh
muc tiéu r6i nhao téi nhanh nhw phao bong phut. Ké ca lic trong nhw dang
nam ngu, meo me cling dung dwa dudi, choi cung véi li con.

Ciling c6 lic ching lao dén nhitng tht khac. Vi du nhv buom buém.
Nhung néu la bvom buwém thi tuyét nhién khong bat n6i. Lai khong duwgc
nita roi, khi ching t6i bat cuwdi thi 1 méo ngdy ra nhin vé phia ching t6i,
r6i 1an nay chiing hwéng vé phia cai méc chia khoa Tetsu dang dung dua,
tai dwng dirng 1én, dau ha thap xudng. Ching cé vé da quén luén con buém
kia roi.
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“Tetsu, mau don dep di thoi.”

Toi dang ngoi dwa lung vao bang ghé, dirng day, cling vion vai y nhw
meo. Moi khi, gio' nay t6i méi ngt day. T6i dudi cang chan tay, rii sach cam
giac buon nga van con s6t lai trén moi ngéc ngach cua co thé.

Budi sang t6i téi can hg rat sém, con st cia bac dy van chwa giam.
Tetsu va t6i mang com cta 1t méo da dwgc chuan bi ttt hom qua dé 1én xe
dap, trwdc tién la téi cho chiéc xe buyt, sau ddy thi t6i day. Xung quanh ho
chéo thuyén cé rat nhiéu nguwoi di lam dang trén dwong ra ga, nén ca chiing
toi va 1ii méo déu khong thdy thodi mai. Nhung phéi thdy may la chang ai
bat chuyén vGi ching t6i cd. Cam gidc nhv ai cling dang rat ban ron, ho vo
nhw khong nhin thay gi hét thi phai.

Luc nay, toi da bat cuoi trede cau Tetsu noi khi dang nhin 1t meo an:

“Lii meéo hoi giong 6ng khi an com nhi.”

DPung la thé that. Vi khong biét c6 phdi ham rang gia ctia 6ng khong tot
hay khong ma lic nao 6ng an trong cling cé vé kho khan. Ciing khong dén
mitc nhuw méo. L meéo thi hét quay sang tri lai sang phai, miéng kéu chop
chép, va ctt nhai mai dén sot ca rudt.

“Chi oi... Chi oi!”

Tetsu thap giong cat tiéng goi.

“Cho mot ti, bay gio chi dang ban.”

T6i bo dam dia da thu lai vao trong chiéc gié xe dap, gat: “Gi thé?” r6i
giat minh khi quay lai nhin n6. Mot con méo dang niu lay cho dau goi chiéc
quan nhung cua Tetsu. Pay la con méo con khde nhat dan, chi c6 moi dam
long quanh miii n6 la mau den. Chung toi goi no la Hanaguro.

“Lam sao day? Pang dua thi no lao vao em.”

Tetsu khuyu chan trai dang bi con meo bam vao giong nhw trong tro choi
“Daruma nga r6i” vay. Con méo con nhu thé cling khong biét nén lam gi,
cr bam chat vao.

T6i khé tién tGi gan, ngéi xom bén canh chan cta Tetsu, réi am lay con
meéo nho. Dwéi 16p 16ng mém la co thé gay go téi giat minh, dén mirc toi
thdy sg khi cham vao. Méng vu6t nho xiu nhung sac nhon ctia né mac vao
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dwdi 16p vai, lam phat ra tiéng “puc, pwc”. Khi toan bo méng vuobt roi ra,
Hanaguro bat dau vung vay hong chay thoat khéi tay toi.

“Pung sg ma.”

Tetsu lap di 1ap lai vdi giong néi rat nho, vuot nhe nhe 1én dau con méo
dang cup tai xuéng. Nhitng run ray duéi 16p 16ng mém dan dan diu lai,
chang may choc nhitng tiéng “guwr riv... gw rr...” trong c6 hong da truyén dén
tay toi.

“N6 no6i rang né rat dé chiu day.”

Tetsu vuot ve con meéo con, tap trung moi sy chi y cua co thé l1én dau
ngon tay. Doi tai nhw bi dinh vao dau ctia con méo con dugc tha 1éng, dé 16
ra phan mau héng phia bén trong. Tetsu khé dung ngén tay nam lay chan
tredc, lac lac nhw dang bat tay.

“Xin chao.”

“Chi cling muén.”

T6i bat chwée Tetsu, dung dau ngoén tay thi bat tay véi Hanaguro. Gan
ban chan meéo c6 cdm giac that la. N6 vira kho, vira mém, lai hoi cang nita.
Khong thé so sanh vadi thit gi toi da tirng cham vao tr treede tdi gio dugc.

Hanaguro kéu 1én ting tiéng ngan. C¢ nhu dang dap lai 101 chao hoi cta
chung toi.

“Anh la Kiriki Tetsushi.”

Nhuwng Hanaguro dot nhién bat dau gidy ra, chay tudt ra khéi tay t6i. Roi
n6 chay mot mach téi ché méo me & trong bui cay dang nhin ching toi.

BHBB

Chung t6i tam tré vé nha, t6i budi chiéu, toi lai leo 1én xe dap ra ngoai.
To6i téi nam hang ca nam rai rac tr khu phé mua sam ngay gan nha tdi siéu
thi & xa. Cac cita hang da hen cho bac ay dau va xwong ca vao thit Sau
hang tuan, va hom nay la thit Sau.

Toi di theo so do bac da vé, moi ngudi & civa hang ca déu biét bac, va rat
lo lang khi nghe tin bac dang bi 6m. T6i con bi néi: “O, ba ay c6 con r6i
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a?” hay “Chau gioi qua.” Nhung ma, khong phdi tat cd moi ngudi déu nhw
vay.

“Nghe noi ba dy cho lii méo hoang an phai khong?”

Nguoi phu nit ¢ ctra hang ca “Uokatsu” to6i dén cudi cung, khoanh tay
héi t6i nhw vay. Ba ta c6 khuon mat nhon, hét nhw ca nhong.

“Cho meo hoang an thi khong dvgc a?”

Ba mat ca nhong 10p cop do6i bot di ngang qua toi, d6 ao cai x6 nhwa
duwng day nuwdc ban di.

“Khong phai la khong dugc, nhung ching to6i lai twéng la meo caa khach
hang nudi. Cho méo hoang an chang khac gi vt di.”

Tai sao lai khong khac gi vitt di chit, toi that khong hiéu noi, ditng ngay
ra nhw phong. Thé nhung ding lic dé Tetsu dang xem d6 & ctra hang tién
lgi bén canh di t6i.

“Chau cam on bac da cho ca.”

Tetsu chang hiéu dau dudi cau chuyén gi, mim cwdi néi vay, lam ba mat
ca nhong do dao tron mat.

“Li meéo that sy rat thich an ca day a. Chau thi lai khong thich an lam.
Mac du vi ca thu kho cting kha la ngon.”

Ba mat ca nhong lac dau, réi tién vao trong ctra hang, mang ra mot tui
dwng xwong va dau ca. Sau d6 ba con dwa thém mot cai tdi nita cho Tetsu.
Bén trong c6 hai con c4 thu kho. “Oa,” Tetsu thot 1én. “Chau cam on a.
Chau sé dat tén cho hai con ca nay.” Ba ta lai ddo tron mat lan nita.

“Khong can dat tén. Chau cung an véi chi gai nhé. Khong an cé la khong
tot dau.”

Veé t6i can hé chung cu, t6i rita choé dau ca day mau dudi voi nudc, roi
bat dau nau 1én.

“Chi! Gioi qua, so dugc vao ca ca.”

Tetsu nhin day vé bat ngo. Dén ca toi cling bat ngo nita la.

Bita com ngay hom nay chi toan la dau ca twoi. Tui méo c6 vé khoai hon
la rau ninh v6i ca kho. G rr g rwr... ching vira an vira kéu 1én trong co
hong.

“Pén lic nao do, dén lic nao dé nhé, em lai muén nga & day.”
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Vwra bung tay lén thanh xe buyt theo nhip diéu vira n6i nhuw vay xong,
Tetsu quay lai nhin toi.

“Néu me ma khong dong y, em dinh sé bao me tdi nga cung luén.”

Chiéc xe nhudm anh ta dwong trong nhw dwgc son lai thanh mau da cam.
Tetsu cling dang dwgc nhudém mau. Bugce day, t6i dinh dap lai né the,
nhung dang sau bong c6 tiéng noi:

“Cau dang lam gi thé?”

T6i quay lai, 1a Kinko hoc cung 16p. Cai tén Kinko, han nhién chi la biét
hiéu. Tén that ctia n6 la “Kaneko”, nhung chang ai goi n6 la Kaneko-kun.
Ai ma tréu la “Kinko cai cu”, né sé khoc tu tu du la con trai. Thang Kinko
dé6 to mo dao qua dao lai doi mat ti hi, nhin tir cai xe dap chd x0 thitc an, xe
buyt, r6i dén ca cai chau dung thitc an cta li meo.

“Nay, cau lam gi & m6t noi nhu thé nay thé?”

Kinko xuong bo ke, tién gan vé phia nay.

Chang c6 gi... Toi dinh néi vay, thi con ch6 trang 16ng xu trong tay
Kinko bong stia “gau, gau”. Kinko tha con ch6 xudng, thao cai day da mau
dé c6 méc kim loai mau vang ra. Con ché dwong nhw chang c6 can dam
chay lén nui do cii, chi biét chay quanh quan mot ché kéu day vé lo lang.
L{ méo dang giita bita an tan loan chay bién di. Tetsu cling hét 1én “A!” hai
tay bung lay do dung thitc an, chay vé phia céi ta lanh dé.

“N6 la em trai cau day a?”

Kinko nhin céi x6 vé khong may thién cam, r6i lai hoi:

“Nay, cau dang lam gi thé ha?”

Kinko lic nao ciing thé. N6 c* mo mam cho no cho kia, mach léo va
gieo rac tin don.

Phién phittc r6i, c6 cach nao dudi né di khong nhi... Vira méi nghi thé thi
con méo mudp v6i doi mat day ghen tién téi dui dam 16ng tho rap 1én chan
tOi.

“Eo, con meo ban qua.”

Kinko lui lai vé phia sau, nhin t6i v4i vé mat ky cuc.

“Cau khong thay kinh a?”
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Vé mat n6 nhu dang c6 nhin cuoi.

“T6 khong.”

T6i lau bau. Ping la con méo nay ban that.

Kinko “ht*rm?” mdt tiéng day nghi ngd, con meéo muwép to 16n dy lién dap
lai “ngoao”, lam Kinko Iui lai ntra budc.

“0 day nhidu méo hoang qua nhi?”

“Co6 vé nhu thé day.”

Biét roi thi mau mau xich con ché ngu ngoc do lai di.

“Lan dau tién t& tGi cho nay day.”

Kinko dau m6i, nhiu may c¢ nhw dang suy nghi lung lam.

“Pé nhu thé nay, vi c6 ngudi cho ching an nén khong dugc dau. Me tG
da noi thé day.”

“Nhu thé nay? Y cau 1a tui méo 4?”

«(y »

“Kinko cai cu. Cau c6 bi ngdc khong thé.”

Kinko sitng ra mot ltc, sau ddy dan dan a&nh mat né tré nén do hoi.

“Co6 nhitng nguoi t6i day dé viet meo day. Chinh nhitng ngwoi dé mdi la
khong dugc chit.”

Nhung, Kinko diéu b6 dyng c6 chiéc 4o phong trang phau 1én.

“Vi nghi sé cé ngudi cho an, nén mdi cé nguoi vt & day day.”

Trong mot thoang, toi twdng minh da nghe nham. Vi cé thitc an, nén mai
€O nguoi vit di u?

“Me td da néi nhw vay ddy. Li meo tap trung lai vi c6 do an cho ching
con gi. Ma 1t méo da tap trung lai nhw thé, thi moi ngudi lai nghi, vay la
vt ¢ dé cling dugc.”

“Kinko cai cu!”

“Pung c6 goi té nhu vay.”

“KIN! KO! CAI! CU!”

To6i m& to miéng, phat am ro rang tirng chit mot.

“Vay la cau cling sé vt meo ¢ noi co thitc an dung khong?”

“T6¢ khong lam céi viéc do. BO té rat ghét méo nén nha té khong nubi.”
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Kinko lac quay quay cai dau cao troc nhw nha suw. Thang nhoc nay, that
st n6 dang nghi cai gi vay chit. Khéng can nhin guong toi cling biét mat
minh dang van lén.

Kinko cham mat t6i, lién luong cudng nhin xung quanh, roéi né goi con
cho kia lai bang cai giong ho hitng: “Lu lu!”

“Chao nhé...”

N6 am con ché trang 1én, lui lai, bat dau tir ton leo 1én bo ke.

“Cho da. Vay cau dinh no6i la dé ching chét déi a? Hay la sé mang khi
doc t6i?”

“T¢ khong hiéu gi hét, khong biét gi hét dau,” giong Kinko bong nghe
nhv sap khoc. “Nhung ma, me t& bdo may con méo ¢ day ban lam. Pung
vao no sé bi bénh...”

Duéi chan t6i, con méo mudp to 16n van dang can man liém mong no.
T6i cii xuéng am no 1én. Toi xach hai bén nach né, co thé con méo bi kéo
dai ra dén khong tin noi.

“Oi...!”

Kinko tron mat, nét mat nhan nho so hai.

“Khoan da nao! Cau c tht s0 n6 xem co thuc la sé bi benh khong di!”

T6i dé con méo ngwdi dai ngoang lén dau, di thang vé phia bo ke.

“Khong mu6n!”

Kinko chuan bi chay tron, con ché trong tay n6 bi kich dong sua 1én gau
gau.

Trén bo ke chi con lai mét chdm den nhw hat dau, Kinko van dang chay
thuc mang. Con meéo bat dau dién cuéng dap chan, tut tir tay t6i xuéng dat.
N6 chép chép mat mot hoi réi lwdm t6i sac 1ém.

“Xin 16i, xin 16i ma.”

Con méo muép lac nguoi, lam bo 16ng xu tung l1én. Khi bo 16ng da tré vé
nguyén dang ban dau, né lai liém ban chan tredc nhu thé chang c6 chuyén
gl xay ra.

“May nang qua thé day. Thém lan nita nhé.”

To6i vira dit 161, con méo do lién cong lwng lai nhw con ran, 1a lwét chuon
di mat.
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BBB

Tetsu sudt tr ndy tdi gio' van chang xem dugc gi.

“Néu em khong xem thi dwa chi.”

“Khong can.” Tetsu quay lung vé phia t6i dang vion tay ra, kéu 1én am 1.

“Ba muoi bay do hai.”

Cudi cung thi n6 cling doc to 1én dwoc cai do. Tetsu thd phu mot céi: “Ha
soOt roi.”

Nhuw thé dwgc doc s6 can, bac nguwgng ngung gat dau. Bac bi s6t t¢i hom
nay da la ngay thi¢ tw r6i. Vira vay chiéc cdp s6t, t6i vira nghi, nghia la twr
hém ngu trong chiéc xe buyt dé tdi gio cling chva dén mot tuan. Vay ma
cam gidc nhw viéc da xay ra lau lam roi.

“That s cdAm on cac chau.”

Bac cti dau rat thap cdm on. Sau dé bac bong dap hai tay vao nhau danh
“bang” mot tiéng to, roi xoa manh lIén da mat khé rap, trang nhot vi con
sot. “Cha, bac thay khée r6i!”

Nhung ldc ditng 1én di vé sinh, bac van con ldo dao nhw nguai say rugu.

Budi trura, to6i ¢ chd bac lam moén mi udon tritng. T6i chi dap tritng vao
mi udon an lién (mot chit vé tritng cling bi roi vao cung), hanh toi cat hoi
qua to nén an c6 cay mot chut. Nhung ba nguwdi ngoi an nhu thé nay trong
can phong tran ngdp anh nang mat trdi, lai 1a mén an minh tu tay ché bién,
nén t6i c6 cam giac that dé chiu. Toi c6 thé ndu dugce ca thirc an cho meéo
lan mi udon. T6i cam thay chi véi diéu nay thoi la di bat ct dau trén khap
thé gigi cling c6 thé sdong dwoc vay.

“Bac oi, méo cling biét hat xi hoi day. N6 ciling biét ngap va ho nita.” -
Tetsu hip nwdc mi tGi giot cudi cung roi néi. - “Moi con meo c6 tiéng kéu
cling khac nhau nita. C6 con kéu ‘meo... meo’ nay, c6 con doi an com kéu
‘e0... e0’.”

“Bac biét, bac biét.” - Giong bac bong s6i n6i han 1én. - “Con kéu ‘eo’ c6
phai la con meo muwdp mau nau khong?”

“Pung roi! Con méo do kéu ‘eo, eo’ rat to ti* xa roi tién lai gan, nhung
khong chiu an com ngay dau ma con mai mong son sot gan do trudc da.
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Trong Iic n6 lam thé, may con meo khac da bat dau an mat r6i.” - Tetsu 1ay
tay ao len lau nwéc mii. - “Sao chau ct an mi udon la lai chay nwdc miui
vay nhi? Chau phai doc sach tim hiéu méi dugce.”

“Liéu c6 phai n6 qua phan khich vi duwgc an thanh ra hoi cang thang
khong. Chau cho rang vi thé nén n6 méi mai méng son sot.”

Thay to6i noi thé, gwong mat bac trd nén tram ngam. “Pung réi. Cé
treong hop vui qua thanh ra lo lang. Pay goi la bi kich dong nhi. Bac da
quén mat cam giac ay roi.”

Do6i mat nhé cta bac nhw chim sau trong khuén mat vuéng chir dién,
nhin ra phia xa.

Tetsu va toi quay sang nhin nhau.

“Chi a, cai cap nhiét do cé bi hong khong nhi?” - Tetsu n6i tham. - “Béc
ay hinh nhu van con s6t cao.”

BBB

Nay.

Nghe tiéng goi t6i lién quay lai, Hanaguro dang ditng ngoai tién sanh. N6
mac mot chiéc quan so6c mau xanh, dang dirng thang lén bang hai chan
sau. “Nay, Tomomi, xin chao.”

N6 néi dugc u? Mot con meo? Hanaguro khit khit cai miii moc mot xiu
16ng den.

“Pirng nhin em cham cham nhuw thé chiz, lam em ngta ngdy lam. Em vao
cO dugc khong?”

“Xin moi,” toi voi vang noi.

“Htrm, sach sé qua nhi.” Hanaguro ditng trén san da hoa & bép, mat nhin
xung quanh. Pam long trede bo nguwc dang won ra cua nd, moc hoi dai hon
mot chit so vdi cac cho khac, hwdng 1én trén nhw moi khi.

“Chi Tomomi.”

«(y »

“Chi Tomomi thich cho nay phai khong?”

“Um, thich.”
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“Chi sé khong vé nha nita phai khong?”

Ha? T6i choang m& mat. T6i dang ngoi trén cai ghé ¢ bép, tran ap vao tu
lanh dé tréng no6i nwdc s6i ma ngd quén mat.

Bép nghi nguit day hoi nwdc. Khong hiéu Tetsu di dau mat roi. T6i tat
bép ga, quay lai thi thdy bac dy dang ngt quay lung lai phia t6i. Ngudoi bac
cudn tron lai, mai toc xoan tit vui trong 16ng nguwc. Sao ma giong twdng ngu
cua Tetsu qua.

Sau day bac sot cao hon. Vay la chiéu t6i nay bac khong thé ra ngoai
dwgc roi, téi vira nghi vira nhin quanh can hg. T6i thich noi nay. Lic nao
cling dugc don dep sach sé, tran ngdp anh nang, la mot can ho dé chiu dwgc
cham séc can than. Bép va noi dun dugc danh sang béng, vo dém dugc giat
la thwong xuyén. Tu lanh dwgc sap xép gon gang. Banh xa phong trang
dwgc dé trén bon rira mat. T6i c6 cam giac, néu & day, sé chang c6 diéu gi
xdu xdy ra ca. Cling khong thay thiéu bat c thit gi. C6 bac ay, cung véi
Tetsu, 1t méo, va t6i. Chi can thé thoi la c6 ca thé gidi.

Nhung sao t6i lai mo gidc mo d6 vay nhi. Tat nhién 1a ngay nao toi cling
vé nha. Vay ma khi nghe cau néi “Chi sé khong vé nha nita phai khéng?”
toi lai giat minh. Giong nhw vira bi hoi diéu minh khong mudn bi hoi vay.

T6i bwdce di khé khang khong phat ra tiéng dong, tGi trudc khung anh
nho dat trén ta. Birc danh mot cau bé dang mac chiéc quan so6c mau xanh,
16n hon Tetsu mot vai tudi. Pay la khu vieon nha ai thé nhi? Khu vuon c6
cdy mo tran chau rat 16n, dang ky ra hoa. Cau bé d6 nheo mat nhw bi choi,
nguwdc 1én nhin mai che cho géc vuwon. Téi ban dau chi nghi cau bé dang
nhin huéng 1én trén vay th6i. Nhung nhin k§ hon, t6i thady & d6 c6 mdt con
meo, n6 dang kéu nhu thé mudn bat chuyén véi cau bé vay.

Bac tré minh khién t6i danh roi mat khoi tdm anh. Cau bé doé la ai nhi?
N6i that thi, trwede kia t6i cling da thdy tdm anh nay réi nhung van vo nhw
khong thay né. May la Tetsu qua thap khong dé y t6i birc anh, t6i cling
khong noi v6i no.

Toi khong hé biét gi vé bac cd. Tai sao bac lai cho li méo an? Bac khong
c6 gia dinh sao? Nhitng viéc do toi déu khong biét gi. Biéu ma t6i biét vé
bac chi la bac thich an tao, va ghét sita. Tén cua bac la Sasaki Norie. Vi toi
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da xem thong béo tién nwdc. Trén canh ctta can ho chi ghi s6 201, ciing
khong c6 treo bién tén. Con mot diéu nita. Thinh thodng khi ngt bac hay
n6i mé: “Yocchan, xin 16i nhé.”

Khi nghe cau dé, toi tréd nén bon chén. T6i thich bac, nhwng thét ra, c6 18
toi khong mudn biét vé bac. T6i muon bac chi la ngwdi phu ni* cho méo an
ma t6i va Tetsu biét, dau d6 trong trai tim, t6i mong moi diéu d6. Nhung,
t0i c6 cam giac nhu thé that chang qua thuan tién sao.

T6i quay lai nhin cdu bé trong bitc anh lan nita. Hay cho t6i & day ldc
nay. Me t6i van dang suy sup, bo thi khong tré vé nha. Hon nita bac van
con dang sot. Vay ma cau bé dy chi nhin con méo va cudi ma thoi.
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Chuong 6

“Minh t&i khong bao truwde thé nay cé sao khong?”

“B0 da muoi ngay khong veé roi day. Nhd bo chét vi déi thi sao?”

Ngay hom sau, ngudi néi mudn tdi can ho caa bod chinh 1a t6i. Néu bo
khong veé, thi t6i t6i gap bo cling dugc. Khong chi chd dgi nhw thé, phai
bdo bd vé nha. Tai sao tdi gio to6i méi nhan ra dugc diéu nay thé nhi?

“Bi lam phién Itic lam viéc, bo sé cau day.”

“Khong sao dau.”

T6i cam manh gidy c6 ghi dia chi trén tay, ré vao goc c6 may chiéc xe 6
t0 cli can ban dang do, theo diing chi dan nghe dwoc & bot canh sat ltic nay.
Nhitng chiéc xe c6 dan gia ban & mat kinh trudc, lang thinh, hd hitng nhin
ching t6i di ngang qua. Cach nha c6 nam ga tau ma t6i c6 cam giac nhu
minh da t¢i mot noi kha xa.

“Al! Kiaré6i!”

Hudéng tay Tetsu chi 1a mot khu nha tap thé cii hai tang nam & phia bén
kia rudng béap cai. O d6 co treo mot tim bang vdi hang chit nhu dugc viét
bang bt 16ng “Himawari Sou”. Thdo nao chu canh sat ban ndy mé&i néi
rang dé tim lam. N6 nam kep giita khu nha chung cv méi xay, bic twong
vOi mau vang rat noi bat.

Khi t6i gan, ching t6i that vong khi thay khu nha trong con cli nat hon
khi nhin tir xa. T6i thao giay dé trén tdm go trudc tién sanh. Hai bén hanh
lang moi bén cé ba phong. Cudi hanh lang, canh cau thang la nha vé sinh
chung va bép ga. Mot nguwdi dan 6ng mac quan thé thao dang nau an, quay
lung vé phia nay. Cap quan hoi tré, thady dugc ca chiéc quan 16t ké ca ro &
bén trong. Mui thitc an xao dau bay khap ca khu nha.

“Co viéec gi the?”

Chiéc quan thé thao d6 quay lai. Miii ngwoi dan 6ng c6 mot miéng gac
day, dan ca bang dan. Vi Tetsu ¢t nhin miéng bang dan d6 cham cham nén
t6i hap tap héi: “O day c6 nha Kiriki khong a?”
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“Kiriki?” Ong ta tit bép, tiéng xéo xéo trén chao dan bién mat nhv qua
béng xi hoi. Mat tay kéo cap quan bi tré, ong ta hat ham chi: “Khong phai
la ding kia a? La giang vién dai hoc phai khong? Ong ta deo kinh nita.”

DPung 1a bo t6i c6 deo kinh that, nhung dau phai la gidng vién dai hoc.

“T6c c6 hoi thé nay nay...”

Ong ta dwa mot tay 1én dau, lam diéu bd nhu ddm mdy bong 1én. Tai
hiéu y 6ng &y mudn noéi rang do la kiéu toc bu xu.

“Chéau nghi ding ro6i ddy a. Nhung 6ng ay khong phai 1a gidng vién dai
hoc...”

Htrm, ngwoi dan 6ng cam cdi chao tién gan hon vé phia ching t6i. Trong
chdo la xuc xich.

“Ong ay lam nghé bién dich a. Dich tir tiéng Dtc sang tiéng Nhat.”

“Vay thi, chac la phong dé r6i.”

Nguoi dan ong chi tay vao cdi cita trigt ngay bén trai toi, roi loet quet 16
doi dép x4 ngodn di 1én cau thang. “Cé 1é 6ng dy van ngu. C6 vé nhw dém
nao ong ta cting thwe.”

To6i khé th trigt canh ctra go, civa khong hé khéa. M& hé cira ra, dom
vao bén trong, t6i thdy mot phan cta bd vay trén chiéc chiéu tatami mo toi.
T6i voi vang déng ctra lai, nhung c6 khong phat ra tiéng dong.

“Hinh nhuv khong phai ¢ day.”

“O day ma.”

Tetsu dinh m@ cwra ra. Toi phai chdn tay no lai.

“Khong phai day ma.”

“Sao lai thé?”

Sao lai thé? Vi, tai sao trong phong ctia bd lai c6 quan 4o cta phu nit
chit? Trwdc mét t6i moi tht dudng nhu t6i sam lai. Oi, néu me biét duoc
chuyén nay thi sé thé nao day. Moi chuyén sé két thiic mat. B6 va me sé ly
hon, t6i va Tetsu sé thanh tré mo coi...

“Nhung ma, me ¢ d6 ma.”

“Ha?”

Nam canh tdm van go ngoai tién sanh la mot tu dung giay day bun dat,
Tetsu dang chi vao do. Doi giay cao got mau be. Pung that, la giay ctua me.
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To6i lai nhe nhang kéo canh ctra ra thém mot lan nita, roi ti€én vao bén
trong. Me dang ngu, hai canh tay kep vao gitta dau goi, thd déu déu. Trén
tam chiéu tatami bac mau, vat vay ctia me trai rong ra.

Tetsu phap phong cai 16 miii. “H6i qua!” né kéu lén khe khé. “Me xit
nwoc hoa.”

Co6 phai me hay t6i day lam khong? Gan ctra s6 ¢c6 mdt chiéc ban thap,
xung quanh chat day sach. Duéi chan bon rita bén canh 16i vao la chiéc
dém da dugc gap doi. Quan do gap can than, dé trén mot chiéc dém ngoi
duy nhat. T6i nhin me thém mot lan nita.

Me mac mot chiéc vay lién mong mau vang. Chiéc vay b téi chon mua
vé cho me tir 1au r6i. Ba chi mac khi ca nha ra ngoai an t6i hodc c6 dip nao
ddc biét. Mai téc lic nao cling budc tim, hom nay lai dwgc uén sdy ti mi.

T6i l1ay tdm chan kep gitta tim dém da duwgc gap lai ra, dap 1én ngudi me.
Ba cudén minh trong chan vé khoan khoai. Ci¢ twdng me sé tinh gidc, nhung
tiéng thd déu déu van tiép tuc.

TG6i vira buwdc ra ngoai, Tetsu tir ndy tdi gio' van im lang bong 16n tiéng:
“Sao vay a? Chi, minh vé lu6n sao?”

“Ngay hom nay dé me & vdi bd di.” Me dy ma, néu c6 y dinh cai nhau,
thi chac chan da khong an mac chai chuét, mang quan 4o da gidt dén dau.

“B0 di dau roi nhi. Néu nhin thdy me, chac la ngac nhién lam.” Tetsu
quay lai nhin khu nha, v& dung ngén tay lam sing ban vao canh ctra s6
dang dong.

“B0 sé vé sém thoi. Chac chan la vay.”

Néu khong, b sé bi an ti hinh ludn.

“A, gid ma chi dugc sinh ra 1a con trai.”

“Sao lai thé a?” Tetsu nhat th gi dé bi roi, vira di vira co né l1én tam bién
quang cao cua hiéu thudc dat gitta ruong bap cai vdi duong cdi, roi tiép tuc
buac.

“V1 la con trai thodi mai hon.”

“Sao lai thé?”

“Pirng c6 hoi sao lai thé, sao lai thé nira.”

bi théi, toi bat dau tang toc.
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BBB

Tetsu bwdc di trén vach trang noi rod trén con dwdong ma toi, nhw dang di
qua cau thang bang. Ching t6i xuong tau, thang huwéng vé phia nha bac ay.
Sang nay, du budc di van con loang choang, nhuirng bac van di cho lii méo
an. Néu bay gio chiing t6i tGi do, van co thé gitip dugc bac.

“Hoi xwa, Xwra lam roi, c6 mot tén siéu trom. Han chi cam mot chiéc gay,
chay trong bong t6i den dac. Han vung gay ra, du khong thé nhin thay gi
van chay dwoc hét téc lwe.”

Tetsu lam mat nghiém tic nhw thé vira bi phan quyét sé phai chét néu
trirgt ra khéi vach trang dé. Bong toi den dac 1a nhu thé nao nhi?

“Néu c6 mot cay gay, du khong nhin thay gi van c6 thé chay nhanh dwoc
thi tuyét that day nhi?”

Phai roi, t6i cling muon c6 mét cdy gdy nhw thé. Nhung lam thé nao dé
c6 dugce n6 day. Toi bay gio van hoan toan khong rd.

Chan Tetsu bong dirng khyng lai. Vi doi giay da tién dén tir hwéng ngugc
lai cling dang di trén cung vach. Do6i giay d6 ding lai mot chit, sau do tiép
tuc di dén sat canh Tetsu, md&i khé tranh sang roi lai giam 1én vach son di
tiép.

“Chi a, chi sao vay?”

To6i ditng nhw dong bang tai cho ¢ d6. La han. Hom nay han mac chiéc
do nhw 40 mwa, nhung khong thé nao nham duwgc. Chinh la gad mac bo do
cong nhan mau xam vGi d6i mat sang ric hom do.

“Chi? Sao thé?” - Tetsu quay lai cho toi.

“Khong co6 gi ca.”

Toi ¢t vay ma di tiép, quay dau lai da chang con ai cd. Giong hét ngay
hém d6. Quay dau lai, han da bién mat r6i. Sau day, mwa bat dau roi...

“Nguoi do.” - Tetsu cling quay lai, nghiéng nghiéng dau. - “Minh c6 gap
r6i nhi?”

To6i giat minh, nhin thang vao mat Tetsu.

“Chi nhi, minh gap r6i nhi?”

“0) dau co,” c6 1im t6i mdi thot ra dugc.
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“Ho6m troi mua ay.” - Tetsu di giat lui. - “Han c6 rat nhiéu toc bac nhi,
em c6 nhin thay nén van nhg.”

“Em dau c6 nhin thay.”

Giong toi hoi khan. Tetsu lo dang, khong nhan ra.

“Em c6 thdy ma. Pang la em...”

“Em khong thay!” - T6i dot nhién hét 1én. - “Vi, ga ta da cham vao nguoi
chi!”

Con nguoi nhat mau cua Tetsu dang bong bénh gitta khodng khong sam
lai khi nhin t6i. Giay tiép theo, Tetsu vung chay. T6i lic dau khéng hiéu
chuyén gi, nhung khi hiéu ra, t6i lién dudi theo sau no.

“Khong dugc!”

T6i 6m chat, ngan no lai tr dang sau.

“Bo emra! Bo em ra ma!”

“Khong dugc, em khong dwoc di!”

Néu di, Tetsu sé bi giét mat. Tén do, chac chan sé bam Tetsu ra tirng
manh con nhanh hon cd khi s¢ vao ngyc t6i. Vi vira roi chi nhin han thoi
ma tat ca moi thit tredc mat t6i déu bién thanh mau xam, giong nhw han la
mot phap su v6i nu cudi nita miéng, vung chiéc 4o choang rong mau den
len.

“Chi...” - Tetsu nin thé. - “Chi nghi dang nao cting khong lam duwgc gi.
Chi nghi em sé bi han danh.”

Tetsu lwom t6i nhu thé 16i khong phadi tai ga d6 ma la tai t6i. Pay la lan
dau tién toi thay Tetsu tic gian thé nay.

BBB

Canh tay bom xom 16ng véi méng vuot sang 16a, con méo chét, doi mat
sung hup vi khoc ctia me, trdn mwa to x6i xa, khuon mat trdng non cua
Tetsu, bitc twong cao sing sitng,... nhitng hinh anh lan lwgt hién 1én trudc
mat tdi giong nhu chiéc den nhap nhdy. To6i da pha hong tat ca nhitng hinh
anh d6. Moi khi t6i di chuyén, moi khi t6i gao thét 1én, nhitng thi t6i nhin
thdy hodc bi xé rach, hodc bi nghién thanh tirng manh nhd, hoac bi thiéu
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rui. T6i pha hong bo twong, pha hong cdy cau, nha ctta, dwong pho. Cam
giac vo cung dé chiu. Méi lan giam dap 1én con ngudi, t6i lai mudn pha lén
cuoi 16n. Nao, toi sé cwdi cho ma xem! To6i ngiva ngdy nhw sap hat hoi vay.

Chi a...

Sy ngta ngdy, bong ma@ ra mot 16 hong.

Chi oi...

Khuon madt trang non cta Tetsu dang ngé vao t6i.

“Chi khong sao ch? Chi nghién rang ken ket luén ay.”

Nguoi toi cing ngac lai. Trong dau van con vang vong tiéng 6n ao. Vira
thd hat ra, toi da thay tran bat dau dau nhitc. T6i cam thay kho chiu vi van
la gidc mo quen thudc dé nhung t6i lai chwa titng cam thay dé chiu dén thé
bao gio...

“Li méo & cho xe buyt la 1am.” - Tetsu ndi ling bung.

“La a?”

“Chuing ct rung long ay.”

“La chuyen do a?”

Gio ma con lo chuyén d6. Li méo & cho do6 long thi rung, mat thi day
ghen, von toan nhitng con meéo X0 Xac roi.

“Sang nay em da noi vGi bac ay roi. Em rat lo ay, nén trén dwong vé em
da ghé qua xem thuw...”

Trén duong vé, nghe thé t6i mdi nhd ra. Tt hom nay Tetsu bat dau phai
tGi treong roi.

Hom qua, sau chuyén do6 t6i cung Tetsu tdi can ho cta bac, nhung toi
khong gdp bac ma di vé mdt minh. Vira budc vao can phong ctia minh, bd
dong phuc trung hoc co s& da dap vao mat t6i. Han la me da di 1ay n6 vé
cho t6i. T6i treo n6 vao ti quan 4do, roi tréo 1én giwong, c nhuw thé khong
an ca com toi. Sang nay lic Tetsu di hoc, t6i da vo ngu.

BBB

Nao, khong nhac tGi con dau dau khong ding lic nita, ngoi day mac thi
bd dong phuc thoi. Hinh nhw cé céd tdt méi nita. Ngay mai la ngay khai
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giang roi. T6i da té ra budng binh, nhung that sy téi hiéu rat r6. Chac chan,
t0i roi cling sé phdi 1én trung hoc, ro6i cling sé thanh ngwdi 16n, roi cling sé...

Nhung khong hiéu tai sao... Toi ¢6 dy cam ky la. La t6i sé khong tGi 1é
khai giang ngay mai.

“Pdy cd bac dy cling noi thé.”

Giong Tetsu diit doan khién t6i birng tinh.

“Bac 4y noi gi co?”

“Thi, bac ay bao bong dung lai té hon. Chiéu hom qua Hanaguro c6 xuat
hién.”

No6i dén maGi nh@, Hanaguro ciing c6 lac khong téi an com.

“Mat né mot nita bi khé nham. Tréng n6 an ciling ué odai.” - Tetsu hoi
tram xudng.

“No khong an com a?”

Tetsu gat dau.

To6i dinh bdo né dwa ching di bénh vién, nhwng chgt nhan ra do la diéu
khong thé. Lii meéo dong nhw vay, va ké ca c6 dwa ching téi bénh vién, t6i
khong nghi la chung sé t6 ra ngoan ngoan trudc madt bac si.

Nhu hiéu dugce suy nghi cta t6i, Tetsu tréeo xuong khoéi thang giwong.

“Em da tdi tiém thd canh mua thu6c vé roi.”

N6 lay m6t lo mau nau tit trong tui gidy dé trén ban, cam theo cung mot
quyén sach c6 twa 110 cdn bénh ctia méo roi tréo lai 1én cau thang. Mot to
gidy kep trong sach, mé trang do6 ra la mot day loat anh méo bi mac bénh
ngoai da.

“Hoa cung v&i nudc, réi vay 1én nguwdi méo. Khong dugce so tay truc tiép
vao thuéc. Ong chu cira hang din vay day.”

“Ct nhu la thu6c doc ay.”

Bén trong lo thudc nap xanh la mot thit dung dich loang c6é mau den.

“Khong sao dau. Em cling xin 6ng dugc mot chiéc binh twdi roi.”

“Em dinh phun thu6c bang binh twéi?”

Phai, Tetsu gat dau. “Binh twdi ctia 6ng bi ro nén 6ng da han lai cho em
nita day.”

“Thé 4?”
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“Tuyét phai khong? Chi can hoi 6ng, céi gi cling cd.”

Tetsu gap quyén sach lai, can than cho lo thudc vao trong tii quan dai.

“Bay gio em sé mang thudc tGi cho cai xe buyt. Em twdng chi cling di
cung dugc... nhung c6 vé la khong dugc roi.”

“Xin 16i nhé.”

“Em mang tii chwom lanh cho chi nhé.”

“Khong, khong can dau.”

Trwde khi ra khéi phong, Tetsu quay dau néi hen gap lai. Toi vay tay,
nhung khong thé nhin thang vao khuon mat Tetsu.

Tetsu da dinh du6i theo nguwdi dan 6ng do. Vi téi. Vay ma, qua nhién la
hém nay t6i sg phdi di ra ngoai. T6i khong noi d6i chuyén dau dau. Ké ca
dau t6i c6 khong dau di nita, chac chan ciing van nhw vay thoi.

T6i gitr 14y tran bang long ban tay lanh, tudt xudng giwong. T6i nhin
xuong twr ctra so thay Tetsu da ra téi dwong roi. N6 di d6i bot cao cd, mot
tay cam lo thudc va gang tay cao su, mot tay xach theo cai binh twéi dung
day nuwdc, budce di lao dao loang choang trong gié. Ciing chang cé chd nao
dé ldy nuwdc. Vai kiéu di nhw vay, tdi dugce chod xe buyt chac ciing mat tdi
ba muoi phut.

T6i xoay nguwoi lai, canh ctra ban ndy Tetsu vira di ra van dang md& mot
nita. Cra s6 hanh lang bén ngoai canh ctra cling dang dwgc md ra chirng
muoi phan, tit d6 c6 thé nghe dugc tiéng kéo cua ong gia nha hang x6m
dang cat tia cay.

Mot lan nita, t6i gat chiéc réem dang ten da cii son, ap tran lén tam kinh
ctra s6 man mat. Vira ding ldac Tetsu dirng lai. N6 dat chiéc binh twdi bang
kém chac chan xu6ng mat dwong, doi tay v6i bén cam thudc, roi lai budc
tiép. Bi sttc ndng cta chiéc binh twéi kéo xudng, nguwdi nd nhw sap nga dui
dui vé dang trwdc. Roi sau khi ré, né bién mat vé phia bén kia cay chi moc
té.

BHBB
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Dbung lic khong thay lung cta Tetsu nita, téi c6 cdm gidc nhu ¢ dau do
c6 mot chiéc dong ho 16n khong thé thdy, va kim gidy cia né dang chuyén
dong tich tac tich tac. T6i khong thé quay trd lai giwong. That ra, t6i da biét
cau tra 1oi r6i. Bay gio viéc quan trong la 1ii méo bi bénh. Cit giam minh
trong phong thé nay, sé chang thé thay thoai mai lan an toan.

“Tetsu, cho chi.”

T6i lam bam khe khé, bat dau thay quan 4o. Khong di khong dwgc. Hom
nay du c6 thé nao di nita, t6i cling phai di.

BHBB

“Chau ra ngoai a?”

T6i dang ngo6i xom ngoai hanh lang, bong c6 tiéng 6ng hai tir dang sau.

“Nay, Tomomi.”

“Da.”

Vira di xudng cau thang, moi thi tredc mat bong chuyén sang mau vang.
Pau t6i dau nhirc.

“Sao thé? Sac mat chau trong té qua day.”

Pring vao ltic t6i nghi qua nhién la khéng dwgc roi.

“Ba a?” - Toi kinh ngac quay lai.

Ong vé6i vé mit kinh ngac dang nhin t6i. Trong tay 6ng 1a cai quat gidy
mau xanh dang m& mot nira. La quat cua ba.

“C6 mui cua ba...”

“Vay sao?” - Ong noi, duva chiéc quat 1én gan miii. - “U, ding that nay.
Tomomi thinh mii qua.”

“Ong tim thdy & kho chita do a?”

Ong gat dau, gap xoet chiéc quat lai. “Cho chau day.”

“C6 dugc khong a?”

“U, chau cam di.”

“Cai nay, mua tu lic nao vay a?”

Cha, ong lién suy nghi mét luc. “Tw lau, tw rat 1au r6i”.
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T6i rat bat ngo. Cam giac ding nhv ba dang & day vay. Vi diéu dé that
qua dot ngot, qua ro rang. Va cai cam giac toi ct twong da khong con nira
ké tir sau khi ba mat, da quay tré lai, khong phai tir mot noi nao rat xa
khong véi tay téi dwgc, ma tir sau trong co thé t6i. D6 chinh la diéu khién
toi kinh ngac hon ca.

“Sic mit chu t& qua.” - Ong néi lai mdt 1an nita. - “Chau da cip nhiét
do chwa?”

“Ong a, 6ng cam ho chau ci quat ndy nhé. Gi® chau phai ra ngoai gap.”

“Chau khong sao that chi?”

“Vang.”

“Vay chau di can than nhé.”

Ong x6 vao chiéc gudc & tien sanh, mé cira gidp toi. Mot con gié 4m ap
ua vao.

“Cay dan, da xong chwa a?”

“U, cai d6 xong roi day.”

“Chau cam on ong vi cai quat a.”

T6i ndi, roi lao ra dudi bau troi day may tréi vun vut.

BBB

Nhitng con gi6 dang thoi that thwong, r6i dan manh hon. Vira twéng nhw
do6t nhién c6 birc twong vo hinh chdn bwéc chan, chi khodnh khac tiép theo,
lai bi thic manh vao luvng. Nguwdi do vé phia trwdc, téc réi tung 1én, toi tién
vé phia trudc.

Maii mdi tGi dugc noi, vay ma Tetsu lai khong & cho xe buyt. N6 di dau
roi nhi? T6i mét phd ngoi xom xudng, bong cé tiéng dong sau lung. Toi
quay lai, 1a Kuro. Bung nhv 16i Tetsu n6i, mat né bi trady tréng that dau
don.

“Kuro, may dugc phun thuéc chwa thé?”

Toi vira vGi tay ra, Kuro lién rut nguwoi lai, kéu khong ra tiéng. Miéng n6
m& ra nhu dang kéu gao, nhung khong phat ra tiéng. N6 ha miéng ra vai lan
nhuw thé, ro6i bo cudc, chui vao trong xe buyt.
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Khéng hé muon lam kinh dong lii méo, t6i khé di vong quanh, nhom vao
trong cho an ndp... Lt méo c6 dang nam cudn tron, im phang phac hét nhw
ga nudng, that sy rung 1ong rat nhiéu. Cé con 16 ra 16p da mau héng thap
thoang nhu tdm ban do v4i nhitng hon ddo noi 1én trén mat bién, cé con doéi
tai cling da rung sach 16ng. Nhitng con méo nao chwa bi dén mtc ay, toan
than cting xo xac. Gia ma toi nhan ra s6m hon.

“Tw gid ngay nao tao cling sé mang thudc tGi nhé.”

T6i khong thé khong ndi ra thanh tiéng nhivng 10i do.

Hinh nhw lai ¢6 ngwoi t6i day vit do. T6i tim thay mdt chiéc xe may bi
thdo mat 16p, trong nhw bd xwong khing long. Con meo dang ngoi trén yén
xe cling la con mégi. N6 ¢6 kéo dai tiéng kéu ctia minh nhu thé dang goi ai
d6. Thay t6i cham cham tién gan lai, con méo dwong nhu lo lang, mat m@
to, phat mot cai da lao tdi niip dang sau tdm sat.

Tetsu dang lam gi khong biét...

Luc dy chan t6i bong vap phai thit gi d6. La binh tw6i cay. Chiéc binh
twgi cay bang thiéc, cii, xu xi. T6i thit nhac 1én xem, bén trong anh 1én th
nwéc mau den. Chac chan la Tetsu r6i. Nhung tai sao né lai nam lan 16c
nhw bi ném di thé nay?

T6i bong choc thay bat an.

BBB

Tetsu cling khong c6 & ho chéo thuyén. Pung 1a khéng nén dé né di mat
minh ma. Nhitng kha nang toi té ct dan dan 16n 1én trong dau. Cé phai
Tetsu gdp lai han ta mot lan nita khong?... Néu ding la gap han ta, liéu lan
nay né c6 déi mat mot minh khong? To6i nhd lai anh mat cta Tetsu ngay
hom qua.

L{ meo tap trung lai, r6i co 1é hiéu rang t6i dén day khong phai dé cho
ching an nén lai chay tan ra xung quanh. Chi c6 i meo con nhvw Hanaguro
la m6c moéng vao tat toi dua nghich.

“Tetsu o tdi day khong? Ha?”

T6i am n6 1én hoi, Hanaguro lai van veo gidy giua.
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“Mau tra 10i tao di. Néu Tetsu da t6i day, kéu 1én mot tiéng. Néu khong,
kéu hai tiéng, dugc khong?”

Nhung thay vi kéu 1én, Hanaguro lai cao cau ngon tay cai toi.

“Pau.”

Huych, Hanaguro dap xudng that khéo 1éo, r6i chay bién mat. To6i lo
dang nhin vét cao méng dang ri ra mau dé mot lic, roi chui di.

Phdi r6i, sao t6i lai bat an thé nay co chit? Han la t6i dang hoadng sg. That
yéu dudi. Co6 thé Tetsu chi dé chiéc binh twdi & dé va chay di choi ¢ con
song can thoi.

T6i tht nghi nhu thé, nhung van khong thdy kha hon. Khong biét nén
lam gi, t6i bat dau budc di. Téi chd nga ba, noi thdy han ngay hom qua,
trong mot thoang, ddy mat t6i trd nén t6i den, nhuwng t6i da c6 chiu dung,
ding vitng liéc vé phia bén kia géc duong. Pang di téi chi c6 mot ong gia
dat theo ché va mot ngwoi phu nit mac do truyén thong ctia Nhat. Sau khi
nguwoi phu nit di khoi chi c6 gié thoi tung bui dat. T6i lai that théu mot
minh buwéc di trén khu dan cw cach biét, lo dang nghi diéu t6i suyt nhd ra
khi nhin 1 méo & cho xe buyt ltic nay, la gi.

BBB

Pay la lic Tetsu md&i nam tudi. Tetsu bi b6 dung tong do dién cat téc.
Nhung tay nghé ctia bo lai kém, lam dau Tetsu, lic nao cling cat téc né
thanh 16m chdm. Lan dy la kinh khting nhat. Tran Tetsu c6 ba cho bi héi
trang to bang dong mot tram yén. Me tbi tirc gian, 1dy cdi tong do dién tw
tay bo dinh sia lai, nhung thé nao ma lai hién ra thém mot déng mot tram
yén nita. Tetsu mat dam nuwdc mat, chang buon khang cy, d€ mac bo me,
nhu thé khong nghe thay hai nguwdi dang gao thét bén tai. Nhin thay Tetsu
nhuw thé, t6i bong bat khéc. Téc né bi cao troc lam nham, lai con bi giat lac
dung la that qua dang. B6 me déu lang thinh, Tetsu néi vdi to6i “Khong sao
dau” nhiéu lan. N6 tham chi con dwa t6i con ca sdu nhéi béng dé do toi
khong khéc nita: “Cho chi day.”
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Vira bude di, téi vira bat cwdi mét minh. Gio nghi lai thay that ky cuc.
Nhé lai chuyén nay khi nhin 1 meéo bi rung 16ng khién t6i cam thay that cé
16i v6i ching. Nhwng ma... Hoi ay, thinh thoang b6 me t6i ciing cai nhau dir
doi, nhung khong giong nhw bay gio.

T6i ré & goc phd, vao con dudng tredc civa nha cia ching téi. Ban dau
toi twong la da nghe nham. La Tetsu. Khi nhan ra tiéng do phat ra tir nha
hang x6m, t6i chay b6 ngay vao san vieon nha minh. Giam lén cai ta tra cii
dat & cho phoi quan ao, toi miét mai leo 1én bo twong.

Trong mot tich tac, to6i khong hiéu chuyén gi xay ra. Toi ty héi liéu c6
phai cam giac bat an 4m i tir ndy khién t6i mo gidc mo nay khong. Ong ldo
hang x6m dang tom 14y canh tay Tetsu, dinh kéo n6 vé phia chiéc 16 dot rac
bén trong vuon.

“Bat dugc tan tay roi nhé. May dinh lam gi n6.”

To6i thay Tetsu dang 6m mot con meo hét nhw gié rach trong tay.

“May lai dinh lam thé a. Thang oat con hw don.”

Chéic 6ng ta dinh ra ngoai di dao. Ong ta cam cdy ba toong choc choc
con meo. Tetsu cong nguai lai che chd cho no.

Toi cling da nghi nhw vay. Nghi rang Tetsu lai dinh mang xac con meo
sang nha hang x6m nita. Nhung, khong phai thé. Con méo dung la rii ra roi,
nhung lic d6 n6 van cit dong. Con meo bi rung 16ng, mat khép ho, gidy
giua trong vong tay cua Tetsu.

“N6 dang bi bénh.” - Giong Tetsu run run. - “Tha chau ra. N6 bénh rat
ndng. Chau dang dwa né vé nha dé chita.”

“Khai mau! Mau nhan la chinh may da bo xac con meo vao day.”

“Chau khong biét gi vé diéu do hét.”

“Nghe day!” - Ong ta lic lic ngudi Tetsu, kéo giat né lai. - “Tao sé
khong tha cho dita do6i tra.”

Chi v6i mot cau néi doé théi, ngudi Tetsu nhw duwge bat cong tac.

“Nguoi noi doi khong phai 1a 6ng sao?!”

Ca mat, cd nguwoi Tetsu co rum lai. “Chinh chdu la nguoi lam ddy. Vi
chinh 6ng la ngudi xau, la ké néi d6i, nén chadu magi lam thé day!”

“May...!I”
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Canh tay chay day duong gan xanh gio cao chiéc ba toong 1én.

“Tetsu, nguy hiém...!”

T6i ¢t ngd c6 tiéng hét that thanh cat 1én tir noi xa x6i nao d6. Nhung dé
la tiéng hét cua to6i, dang tréo ngang qua bo twong rao.

Guong mit quay lai nhin 4y, t&i chét toi cling khong thé nao quén. Ong
ta chi 1én troi, tay van nam chat 1ay cai ba toong thé hién sitc manh, trén
guong mat dy, ca s gian dit, noi kinh ngac, lan cam giac t6i 16i, déu khong
ton tai. Chi c6 chiat khong thich thd, do dan nhv deo méat na ma quay lai.
Tiéng hét cua t0i cit kéo dai, kéo dai mai, hwéng vao khudon madt vo cam
giong nhu dang deo mdt chiéc mat na. Toi sé bién thanh thit dang s¢ nhat
thé gian nay ngay trudc mat o6ng...!

Toi khong biét bao nhiéu 1au nita. Toi tiép tuc hét. Tiéng hét lam day co
thé t6i, cho tdi lac vat kiét tat ca.

BBB

Diéu t6i con nhd 1a, trong choc lat, anh sang thoang qua do6i mat caa doi
phuong. Tetsu tém 14y c6 chan, “Chi, chi” lac goi t6i, Iic nay van bi mac
trén bo' twong, mat nham chat tir bao gi@... Khuén mat Tetsu dam dia nuéc
mat, ngudc nhin téi thén thitc. T6i nhdy xudng nén dat nhép nhap. Réi hét
nhw chi con cai xac kho, ong ldo gay go, van nam chiéc ba toong trong tay
nga lan ra mat dat lanh Iéo...

“Chuyén gi da xdy ra vay?” - Tetsu run ray bam dinh lay t6i. - “Ty nhién
ong ta lai ngd ra nhu thé.”

“Tetsu.”

“Da.”

“Khong sao chi?”

“Vang.” - Tetsu lai 6a khoc. - “That ma. Em chi mu6n chita cho né & nha
minh thoi. Nhung ding lic n6 chay ra khoi cong thi...”

T6i 6m chat 1ay luwng Tetsu.

Troi mo t6i. Chac ba lao dang di ra ngoai nén khéng thay dén sang. Néu
ching to6i ci thé ma bo di thi 6ng ay sé chét. Cé thé, khong khéo... Ké ca
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nhu thé, cling khong phai 16i cta t6i. Chang phai la 16i cta ai ca. Ké nhw
thé chét cling chang sao ca.

MGt con gié thdi lwét qua bén canh t6i. Quay lai, c6 thé thay nha t6i phia
bén kia bo twong. Chac chan bay gid ctra s6 phong kho phia Béng dang
sang dén. Nhung tir day khong thé nhin thay anh sang do6. Vi sao vay nhi?
Cam giac nhv nha ctia minh dang & mot noi xa xo0i dang sg nao do.

T6i nhin 6ng lao dang nam thém mot lan nita. Ro6i lai nhin sang nha
minh. Dot nhién trdi tim that lai nhw bi mo6t tam vai cudn chat, to6i nhan ra
rang ban than dang & trén mot ngd dwong rat nguy hiém. Nga duwong ma
néu c6 nham lan thi khong thé quay vé dugc nita.

T6i muon tré vé. Téi mudn tré vé nha.

Giam lén cay hoa anh dao, tréo qua bo twong, t6i nhdy dap xudng san
phoi nha minh. Bi dap dau gobi, nhung t6i khong hé cam thdy dau. T6i di
ngang qua cho dé do, ma ctra 16i di dang sau nha. Céi giay ra. Tt nho, néu
lac dwong, t6i chi can khoc 1a moi chuyén sé 6n cd, con c6 thé khdc 16n 1én.
bi tGi dau cling c6 ngwoi nam tay. Nhung bay gio da khac.

Trong nha téi den. Quang duwong dai nhw dang di bd trong lan nuéc,
nhung t6i khong hé vap vao dau, cling khong c6 gi chan buéc cd. T6i cam
ong nghe chiéc dién thoai dat trong phong khach, sau day quay ba con s6
toi da biét rd, nhung lan dau tién st dung.

“Alo. C6 nguoi bénh. Mau cho xe citu thuong t6i a.”

T6i doc tén va dia chi ctia 6ng 3o nha bén, roi gac 6ng nghe. Am thanh
cta thé gidi yén lang dan quay trd lai...

ROi, toi ngat di.
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Chuong 7

V@i anh mat nhu thé ctia ngudi bi bo roi trén sa mac tim thdy dong suoi
do anh (diéu nay la do Tetsu néi), toi bién mat & phia bén kia bo twong,
Tetsu cling quén ca khoc ma ditng duc ra nhu trdi trong. Sau day, van 6m
con meo mét moi ra roi trong vong tay, no rut re dung ngon tay choc choc
vao ngudi dng lao dang ndm bat tinh. Ong ta khong hé dong day chiit nao.
Khi n6 dinh thit choc thém mot 1an nita, dang sau lién vang t6i mot tiéng
kéu khe khé. Po6 trong gioé roi vai lung tung, ba lao nha bén nga khuyu
xuong. Ba bam lay Tetsu ldc do6 vira chay t6i. Sau do6 ba c6 gang dirng 1én,
nhung doi chan mang chiéc giay nhé mau xam cta ba c trwgt trén bun,
khién ca Tetsu ciing dap mong xudng dat. Roi xe cttu thwong t6i ché ca ong
130 va ba l3o di, dé lai minh Tetsu.

Tat ca nhitng chuyén do, t6i chi nghe Tetsu ké lai trén giwvong bénh. Toi
chi nhé loang thoang rang, 6ng la ngwoi da am t6i 1én khi t6i ngat bén canh
chiéc dién thoai. T0i 1én con sot rat cao, dém do6 phai nhap vién. Toi chang
biét gi, mo cting khéng mo ndi, nga li bi suot. Diéu nay ciing la vé sau toi
duwgc nghe ke lai, luc t6i tinh day, da 1a sang ngay thit tw roi.

Sang hém ay, can phong trang toat day ap anh nang mau vang. Toi tham
chi chang buon nghi xem minh dang & dau. Nhung cam gidc mot thit nwdc
nhv rvgu mat dang tir tir chdy trong co thé, that dé chiu. Ngoai ctra so, bau
troi sang trong rong mad, hoa anh dao ciling dang ky né ro. Tiéng lii chim
bay lwgn nhw dang nhdy nhét xung quanh nhitng déa anh dao, tham sau tGi
moi ngdc ngach cua co thé vira tinh giac.

Me t6i dang ngo6i ngu trén chiéc ghé twa canh cra s6. Mai toc réi bu,
khuon mat khong trang diém, trén moi chi con sét lai chit son, me gat gu
nhv dang chéo thuyén. Téi mudn goi me, nhung khong thé phat ra tiéng
nao. Nhung t6i hoan toan man nguyeén.

BBB
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“Con méo ma em mang vé nha ay, dudi n6 rat 1é6n, nén em da dat tén no
la Shippo (Céi dudi). Me thi, ban dau néi la khong dwogc, nhwng néu chi cé
mot con thi ¢ gitt nudi tdi luc no6 khoi bénh cling dwge. N6 cling khoe 1en
dwge mot chat roi. N6 bi lanh ¢ run ray lap cap nén em da xin ong cai
chan cfi tram 1én cho né. Ong bao 1a trén thudc bé vdi sita cho né udng sé
rat t6t nén em da 1am nhw vay. Ong bao hdi em con bé khong hay uéng sita
nén phdi lam thé. Khong dwgc pha nhiéu dau. Shippo cé vé ghét mui nén sé
khong uéng mat.”

To6i ga gat, cdm thay nhitng 16i n6i ctia Tetsu nhw ngon Iiva hat hiu, chay
vao trong tdi. C6 hom, Tetsu di quanh quan quanh giwdong cuda t6i, 1én s&
vao chiéc chan, r6i 1am bam nhw noéi véi chinh minh: “Néu 1d méo khoe
len, thi chi cling sé khoi bénh thoi.”

Ban dau, t6i khong thé ndi ra tiéng nao cd. Toi cling da nghi minh ci thé
nay ma khong noi dugc nita sao, nhuwng téi khong lo lang dén vay. Ca bo va
me déu trong rat lo lang nhin khuon mat t6i, bang moi cach bat chuyén vai
toi, ky la t6i khong thé chiu noi.

T6i c6 thé noi ra tiéng, la vi mot nguyén do khong ngo tGi. Budi t6i, sau
khi bo, me va Tetsu vé nha an bita t6i, ong bat ngo t6i phong bénh cta toi.
Ong khong hé héi tai sao toi lai ngat bén canh cai dién thoai, nhung to6i nghi
hinh nhv moi ngwdi ciing dd biét. Ong vira mé ra nhitng do mang tir nha
tGi, vira n6i vdi giong diéu nhw thé chot nhé ra diéu gi:

“Nghe noi 6ng hang x6m da vé nha réi ddy. Vira m@i hom nay.”

May qua, ong ay khong chét, m&i nghi thé, bong duwng nuwdc mat lai roi
trén god ma ma t6i khong hé hay biét, hét giot ndy tdi giot khac. Ong thay
t6i nhu thé, hoi gat dau. Ong dit chiéc quat cia ba 1én quyén sach ché chiéc
gOi cua toi.

T6i rung minh khi nghi néu 6ng 1ao nha hang x6m chét di thi sao. Khong
bi nhw vay, cé 1€ la nho ba ¢ trén thién dang da cau xin thanh than giup toi.
Ca con nguwoi, ca lii méo, tit ca nhitng thit cé sw song, roi dén ngay nao do
cling phdi chét di. Yéu 6t, phu thudc, tdi mot lic nao do6 cling sé bi cubn
theo nhitng con séng nhu nhitng khic go nho tréi theo thuy triéu. Thé
nhung...
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Ba chac han dang doi theo t6i. Vi t6i da nhd ra. Khi con nhd, t6i thuong
xuyén bat khoc vi tirc gian. Ba néi véi t6i rang: “Tomomi giéi lam. Vi chau
lu6n c6 gang néi hét nhitng suy nghi & trong long. Nhung dé lam dugc diéu
dé thyc su rat kho day.” Luc 4y, toi khong hiéu may y nghia ctia cau noi,
nén da dan quén mat. Nhung chi minh ba la ngwdi néi diéu do véi toi ma
thoi...

T6i cam lay chiéc quat, siét chat 1ay no.

“Chau an tao nhe?”

Ong kéo chiéc ngin kéo bén hong giwdng bénh ra.

“Um, dao dau nhi?”

“O trong tdi vai mau dé dy a.” - T6i n6i kha.
BB K

Gilta thang Bay, vao mot ngay thtt Bay sau khi thi gitta ky xong. Toi
cung v6i bac ngoi trén chiéc x6 pha da bat 16 xo & cho chiéc xe buyt héng,
nhin 14 meo.

Da ba thang r6i t6i mGi gdp bac ay va lii méo. Vi toi bat dau di hoc tw
dau thang Nam. T6i phai co hét sitc bu lai si cham tré ban dau, va déc sach
thoi gian vao nhitng tran dau ctia cau lac bo vao cudi tuan.

“Nhu thé c6 nghia chau dang c6 gang ddy.” - M6 hoi 1dm tam trén khuon
mat bac dy. - “Tomomi a, chdu den di day. Ca mai téc do6 nita. Lic dau bac
con khong nhan ra day.”

“Trong budn cwdi lam a?” - T6i 1ay ngdn tay cudn lay chum toc trén dinh
dau. - “Né chi ngan thé nay thoi ay, bac nhin nay.”

“Khong bubn cuoi dau. Rat hgp véi chau day.”

“Vai lai trong chau map ra phai khong a?”

Béc bat cudi, nhu thé dau goi 1a map. “Béac thdy ra dang thiéu nit hon roi.
Tot ddy, tot day.”

Cai cau “t6t ddy, tot day” cta bac that long qud, lam t6i cling phi cuoi.

bung la cling lau lam r6i ddy. T6i ngwdc mat nhin chiéc may bay mau
trang dang cham cham bay trén bau troi xanh ngat. Tat cd moi thit déu khac
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v6i bau troi xam xit, 1ong gié khi d6. Cai gi cling rat khac. Ca tiéng on
vong ra tir dwong cao toc nghe ciling that khac.

“Cai gh€ x0 pha nay bi vitt ¢ day vao thang trudc. Ban dau n6 ciing
chang hong cho nao ca. Bac dd muén mang né vé nha, nhung khong cé xe
0 t0. R6i dan no trd nén nhw thé nay.”

Béc nhét lai cai 10 xo bi bat ra tir vét rach xudng dudi 16p vai.

“Chi con chwa dén mot nita bac nhi.”

T6i noi, vira nhin 1 meéo dang chai chu6t sau bita com.

“Toi nghiép lam.” - Bac khé lac dau. - “Bénh truyén nhiém ma. Ciing
khong lam gi dugc.”

“Vay a?”

“Tetsu dy, ngay nao ciing thé. Thang bé c cam cai binh twdi cli, mac du
né nang lam, vira n6i ‘hdy, hay’, vira phun thuéc cho 1 méo. Li meo
khong thich cit chay quanh, r6i con cao nita. Vit va lam.”

Gi6 thdi qua guwong mat nghiéng nghiéng dang nhin ra xa xam cta bac.

“Nhung, 1t méo ngay nao ciing c6 mot con bién mat. Cé hém, Tetsu bi
ngd ma tay van mang binh twdi, tat ca thudc réi nwdc déu do hét ra lam né
khoc. Luc ay, bac cling no6i véi no, rang khong can lam vay nita, 1ii meéo
chét cling phai chiu thoi.”

“Thé Tetsu phan &ng thé nao a?”

Béac mim cwoi, n6i: “N6 noi gian. Néi rang dén bac ma cling néi nhw vay
v. Chau sé khong bo cudc dau.”

Béac vira roi tay khéi chiéc x6 pha, cai 10 xo lai bat nguoc ra.

“Sau lan d6 khong lau bénh ctia ching dét nhién khéi. Ctt nhw mot con
bdo tran qua vay, that dang sg. Bat ngo tan cong, giét hang loat, két thic rat
té nhat.”

Cam giac nhu c6 thé nghe thiy tiéng séng. Tiéng song, cudn thit gi dé ra
xa, mang thit gi do t6i. Nhung t6i nghi c6 1€ d6 chi la tiéng dong tiw duong
cao toc ma thoi.

“Bac a, c6 nhitng chuyén chang thé lam dugc gi phai khong a?”

“Um.”

“Thé nhung, that tot 1a Tetsu da c6 gang nhi?”
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Béc ay hit vao mot hoi that sau, giong néi khan khan moi khi nhw khan
hon. “Pau tranh cho viéc khéng thé lam gi khac dwgc, chinh 1a mot hanh
dong can dam.”

Toi cling qua quyét hit vao mot hoi that sau. Vi long nguc day ap
hwong mua heé, t6i néi 10i chia tay véi mua xuan chang biét da két thac tw
lic nao. To6i khong thé noi rd nhitng diéu da lam cung Tetsu la gi. Nhung
toi tw nhu sé luon nhé mai tat ca nhitng diéu da gap trong thoi gian trai qua
dén phat chan cung Tetsu. Péng do cii linh tinh ai dé da vt di, ca 1t meo,
ca tiéng sam sét, t6i c6 cam giac néu co thiéu bat ky diéu gi thi ca mua
xuan nay sé tré nén rat khac.

“Bo me chdu, da théi khong cai nhau nita r6i.”

T6i nhé 1a chwa tirng ké vai bac ay vé chuyén nay. Nhung bac dy lai tra
10i that don gian: “Vay sao?”

Ltc nao do toi sé ké cho bac ay nhiéu hon vé minh... Va t6i cling mudn
nghe vé bac ay. T6i mudn biét vé bac, mudn nghe ca vé cau bé trong biic
anh kia nita. Nhung chuyén dé, phai tirng chit mot. Tirng chiat mét giong
nhv lam than véi 1t méo vay. Giéng nhu t6i dang trudng thanh tirng chut
mot.

“Ngay mai chau sé chuyén nha.”

“Bac c6 nghe Tetsu néi. N6 cé vé rat hitng khai vé viéc sé di xe buyt di
hoc day. Chi trong thoi gian xay dung lai phai khong?”

“Vang, chau sé quay lai khi troi tr@ lanh. Khi do chau sé tGi day.”

“Bac sé cho.”

Béng Tetsu hién ra tir chan cot tru Xi mang ctia con duwong cao toc... N6
nam tay thanh nam dam, chan da lén cao véi tat ca sitc lwe, tdp cho mon
Karate. Con méo 16n mau xam dang litng thitng di trudc mdt Tetsu, thong
tha ngap mot cai. La con Shippo. N6 da khoi bénh, cling da map hon lén,
va ciling da tr¢ thanh con méo cta nha chiing t6i. B6 ndi sé 1én mang no téi
cho6 nha méi. B6 va Shippo rat hay dua nghich, c6 vé rat hgp nhau day.

“Tetsu dang bat dau tap Karate day a. Mot tuan ba lan n6 sé tdi san tap.”

Tetsu ngd phich xudng ding lic gio chan da cao, Shippo lién quay lai,
kéu 1én mot tieng ngan. Tetsu ndi diéu gi d6 véi no, roi lai ditng 1én, bat
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dau da. Con méo nhan tan budc di, hét nhw mot sw phu mon Karate vay.

“Thang bé bao sé trd nén manh mé hon.” - Bac khoanh tay nhin Tetsu. -
“Ma, con dudng van con gian nan lam.”

“Co thé néi nhw vay.”

“Nhuwng ma, né da ndi thé nay: ‘Bac di, chdu ma tréd nén manh mé hon,
chéu sé khéng dé ai cham mot ngoén tay vao bac dau.” Khong hiéu thang bé
nghi gi vay chit? Bac da rat kinh ngac day.”

Khong hiéu sao nguc to6i bong that lai, to6i nham chat mat. Mot th anh
sang mau trang hién lén trong mat. T6i nham that chat doi mat, roi that
nhanh mé& mat ra. Bau troi nhw cang xanh hon, ca Tetsu, ca 1ii méo, ca bac
ay va ca chiéc xe buyt héng déu trd nén xanh hon trong anh sang ruc rd.

“Tetsu ay,” t6i no6i 16n hon, “biét rat nhiéu tén chiéu thirc. Vi no hién gio
chi toan doc sach vé Karate.”

Béac dy ding day, goi 16n: “Tetsu! Di thoi!” roi day chiéc xe dap, dat n6
leo 1én trén bo ke.

bam co dai ¢ dong song can moc lén xanh mudt, dung dwa theo lan gio.
Pung dwra mai, dung dwa mai. Mot con chim én bay vut qua chom miii 1dm
tam mo hoi ctia ching toi.

Ngay hom sau, 6ng va b6 6m theo cai r6 dung con Shippo lén xe tai chd
do di trvdc dén nha méi, chi con ching t6i & lai can nha cii thénh thang,
uong tra lia mach. T6i, me, va Tetsu sé di sau bang xe buyt.

“Minh sé pha can nha nay phai khéng a?” - Tetsu néi. - “Sao khong cat &
mot noi khac a?”

Me nhin Tetsu, nét mat c6 chut kinh ngac. R6i me mim cuwdi noi:

“Me da cat can than roi.”

“0) dau a?”

To6i va Tetsu cung dong thanh héi, me lién chi 1én dau minh néi & day,
“A khong, 1a & day chit”, me dit tay 1én nguc.

“Me da song ¢ day tir nhé ma, me biét r6 moi ngéc ngach x6 xinh trong
nha nay. Néu bay gio bong duwng khong nhin thdy me ciing van biét cai gi &
dau.”

“Vay, me thw di.”
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Me cudn cdi tap dé lai, dung né budc chat 1én dau che mat lai. Ro6i ba
ding 1én, vira néi: “Pay la dén phong tam” hay “Ttw day la cau thang”, vira
di quanh nha nhv thé khong nhin thay gi. Tat cd do dac da bi chuyén di,
nhung ba lam nhw ching van con dé, chuyén dong tay vo nhw dang so 1én
ching: “Pay la ngan kéo cua 6ng nay”, roi “Pay, day la chiéc ti vi phai
khong?” Toi va Tetsu thay thu vi, tw 1dy tay che mat lai, thinh thodng co ti
hi, ditng bén canh me tranh nhau hé 1én trugc: “Pay 1a ban dn”, “O chd nay
la td 4m, ngan trén cho nay cé dat ban l1a”, “Cho nay la dinh dé méc chia
khéa ngoai hién”, “Pay la dén phong vé sinh”, “Cho nay c6 nét chit viét
bay cta Tetsu”, “Cho nay la ghé ngoi ctia ba”... Vira che mat lai choi,
chuing t6i cling lan Iwgt nhg téi vi tri cta ca nhitng thit d6 da khong con &
dé tir lau nhw may khau cta ba, chiéc ghé cho tré con ngoi tap an cta Tetsu
khi con bé. Can nha phat ra tiéng kéu cot két cot két, nhw dap lai 101 cua
chung toi.

Chuyén xdy ra vao ngay ban thiét ké nha mdi hoan thanh, sau khi toi ra
vién mot thoi gian. Trong ldc tdi con dang ban khoan khong biét c6 nén héi
vé bo trong van dé nhuw cii sao, thi me c6 1é da nhan ra diéu d6. Ba nhin t6i,
roi néi moét cach dit khoat: “Viéc ay, me sé quén. Bo twong rao nha minh
von da & do tir rat lau roi. Tomomi thay thé cling dwgc chi?”

T6i khong biét nguwdi 16n da néi chuyén vdi nhau nhw thé nao. Nhung
nhin vao khuon mat me ltic do, t6i nghi, vay la da on thoa roi. Néu me thay
khong c6 van dé gi thi toi cling chang c6 gi phan nan.

bi mot vong trong nha xong, t6i kéo tay me, di ra ngoai bang 16i ctra sau.
Trong ltc t6i chat vat m& canh ctra ti dung do cong vénh, Tetsu da loang
choang di ra cho san phoi mat roi.

“Kho dé d6 cii thi me khong biét ro dau. Ma cling dau con gi nhi, phai
khong?”

Me dinh thao vai che mat ra, nhung t6i bdo me ci¥ dé nguyén nhu vay.

Kho dé do da dugc don dep lai toan bg. Cay organ ciling dugc thao roi
tirng bo phan, budc lai bang day, dat nam & cho von dé xe dap.

“Me 0i, me quy xuong di.”

T6i dat nhe tay me 1én trén tdm go da tirng la nap chiéc dan.
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“Pay la gi nhi?” - Me hoi nghiéng dau.

“La do cua me day.”

Long ban tay me lién tuc s0 1én phan doan do dai, khong lau sau, me
mim cuoi.

“La cay organ.”

Me thdo vai che mat ra, ngon tay chuyén dong nhw thé dang choi mot
ban nhac nao dé trén phim dan da chang con phat ra am thanh.

“Bai gi vay a?”

“Me quén mat tén roi...” - Me cét giong hat khe khé. - “N6 cé & trong
quyén sach day nhac. Lic me tap bai nay, 6ng cling da ngan nga theo day.
Ong ma ciing hat, khong tin ndi phai khong?”

Chuyén dem ngu & xe buyt, toi va ong hat bai “Sa mac cua mat trang” la
bi mat cta rieng chuing toi.

“Chi 01, chi 0i. Mau tdi day.” - Tetsu goi toi.

“Mau lén nhé. Me don xong chén udng nuéce la di day.”

Me ditng day, di vé hwdng ctra sau.

Tetsu dang & cho san phoi, quay lung vé phia t6i. N6 dang nhin cham
chu vao thtr gi do trong tay.

“Gi thé?”

T6i ng6 sang nha hang x6m. T lan do, t6i khong thay 6ng 1o hang xém
ra ngoai vuon nita. Thinh thodng ba hang xém van ra ngoai ban cong, ti
ton chai mai toc hoa ram ltic nao cling dwgc bui 1én. Cay trong vuon cling
khong thay dwoc cat tia, cay hoa anh dao da moc day 14 xanh, con canh cay
tric dao thi moc viron ra cham ca vao mai kho dé do nha toi.

“Em tim thay phia duGi cay nguyét qué Nhat day.”

Tetsu quay lai, hai tay no khum nhw dang hitng nuac.

b6 la may qua tritng dai do tam hai phan. Ba qud, qua nao cling vang
uwom.

“La tring chim a?” - T6i héi.

“Em nghi la khong phédi dau. N6 nam trong dam cé dugi bong nang thé
nay, co lé...”
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Pruing lic &y mot qua tritng bat dau rung 1én. Ca t6i va Tetsu cung nin thd
nhin cham cham vao né. Trén mat qua tri’ng bat dau xudt hién vét nit, tw
ddy ri ra thit nwéc nhw dang so6i vay, roi chang bao l1au, dau con than lan
mau den w6t dam chui ra, hai dita ching t6i kéu 1én cung mot lic. Khong
thé nao khong kéu 1én dwgc. Sv sttng sot tredc diéu gi do khong néi duoc
thanh 10i, bién thanh tiéng kéu, tudn ra tir nguoi to6i. Bén trong toi, khong
chi c6 con quai vat. Chac chan ciling giong nhu con than lan vira dap v& vo
tritng chui ra nay, con nhiéu “T6i” khac ma t6i chwa dwgc gap go va toi
mong rang dén mot lic nao d6, minh c6 thé nam tay véi tirng ngudi tirng
nguoi do.

Con than lan vira dugc sinh ra dy nhin xung quanh, tim kiém con duwong
song. Tetsu khé khang, nhanh nhen 14y tay che lai.

“Tetsu, c thé nay mang chiing dén dam trtic di. Nha minh tir ngay mai
sé xay lai r6i.”

“Vang, noi dé dang la tét hon that.”

Tetsu nhom qua ké hg gitta ngon tay. “Ten no la gi nhi? Chut nita em
phdi tim trong sach xem.”

“Pirng lam vo tritng day nhé.”

“Em biét r6i.”

Chtng t6i thong dong nam tay nhau nhv nhitng nguwdi dang budc trén
con duwong, bat dau cat budc.

H®® HET RS
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TAI BUT

Tré thanh ngudi 16n that t6t. Y nghi ay c¢6 dugc khi ta “tai ngd” véi didu
gi do. Co thé goi la niém vui khi ta gap lai nhitng ngwoi xwa cti, nhitng con
pho, am nhac, 1a thit qua ngot ngao, t6t lanh ma con ngudi véi bd nao lwu
gitt ky rc c6 duwge. Toi nghi rang, & mét phuwong dién nao dd, con ngudi twr
khoanh khac dwogc sinh ra sé ném trai nhiéu lan niém vui tai ngd, tr do sé
hoc tdp duwgc diéu gi do, tw xay dung nén chinh ban than minh. Nhung, sw
sau sac do sé tang 1én khi ta tredng thanh. Trong s6 nhitng nguwdi dang doc
truyén nay bay gi®, chac han sé c6 nguwdi cam thdy “Cha, kho hiéu qua
nhi”, nhung s& c6 ngay cac ban nghi: Um, héa ra chinh 1a nhv thé, nén hay
cut thit cho xem.

Tuy nhién, sy “tai ng6” qua nhitng thang nam chia cat dai lau, néu khong
phai la tinh c& ma la biét tredc thi sé it nhiéu c6 s lo lang. Néu thay doi thi
sé thé nao day? Hay la, trwdc day nghi la tot, nhung néu khong phai thi
sao? Hodc, mot diéu nita khién ta ngai ngung chinh 1a, trong tredng hop do
la nguwoi ban than da mwoi nam khong gap, ban sé cam thay bat an, liéu
nguwoi dé c6 nghi rang “Ban thay do6i nhiéu qua (theo chiéu hwéng xau)”.

Néu néi vé kinh nghiém ttr ca nhan, day chang qua chi la lo nghi vo c6.
Co6 nhiéu treong hgp diém t6t ma trwdc day ta khong nhan ra, dén gio méi
nhan ra, con treong hop tredc day ta twdng la tot nhung héa ra lai it dén
mtrc dang ngac nhién. Ciing c6 doi luc ta lai that vong vé sy thay doi cua
mot con pho, nhung r6i lai nghi hdy coi d6 nhu sy thay doi tit yéu cta thoi
gian roi doi theo nhitng gi sé xdy dén trong twong lai. R6i khi gap lai ban bé
sau khoang thoi gian dai, thwong khoang cach vé thoi gian sé nhanh chong
bién mat. Va lai, dwong nhue con nguwsi khong phai dé thay doi. Néu thay
doi theo thoi gian, nhitng diém t6t sé cang téa sang, nhitng diém van chwa
tot, ta sé biét duwgc nguyén nhan “vi sao lai nhw vay?”. N6i mot cach ngan
gon, mirc do khong chac chan theo thoi gian sé tang 1én, nén lo lang dén
viéc che day, that vong, bi that vong cling chang dé lam gi.
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T6i nghi, chiing ta biét on nhitng ngwoi ban cii bdi ching ta van ton tai &
noi sau tham trong ky rc cia ho. Cit nghi ngay cé trong khoang thoi gian
khong gdp nhau, phdn manh v& roi rac cia minh van dang tiép tuc song
trong thoi gian ctia nguoi do, toi lai thay ky la. O mot khia canh nao dé, toi
cling chinh la mot yéu to6 tao nén con nguwoi do. Tat nhién, ngudi do cling
dang song trong toi, tao nén con ngwdi toi va tir nay vé sau c6 1é van vay.
C6 bao nhiéu ngudi song & trong téi. Khong thé dém dugc hét. Cé bao
nhiéu ngwoi ma téi dang song & bén trong ho. Cé 1€ so lwgng c6 thé khong
nhiéu, du vay, twéng twgng ban than ta dang ton tai & mot noi khong ngo
tGi, kha l1a vui. Ciing giong nhu nghi “ngwdi minh gap ngay mai la mot
ngwoi nhu thé nao nhi?”

Khi toi stra lai tiéu thuyét lan nay, tredc khi bat tay vao viéc, toi cang
thang nhw thé sap gap lai mot nguwdi ban 1au nam. Nhung, khi da bat dau
viét, cong viéc lai rat troi chdy, nhw thé t6i vira néi chuyén vdi cac ban, vira
x6a di khodng cach vé thdi gian. Bay gio, t6i cho rang da tim ra diém tot
ctia nhitng nguwdi ban than theo cach nhin ctiia minh. Con cac ban thay sao?

Xin chan thanh cdm on Sakuragi Kyoko cia nha xuat ban Shinchou. T6i
cling c6 nu6i mot chi meéo that day, nhung cau chuyén nay hoan toan la hw
cau. T6i rat cdm kich vi c6 dugc co hdi viét ra nhitng dong cam xtc nay.

Thang 4 nam 2008
Kazumi Yumoto
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e Chu Thich -
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(1] Kiéu khubén mit vé& bing mét s6 chit trong bang chit cai Nhat, mot
kiéu vé mat tir xwra ctia ngwoi Nhat, dé nhd, chi can thay doi cac chir
cai, c6 thé tao nén nhitng biéu cdm khac nhau.
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[2] Hanaya trong tiéng Nhat c6 nghia Ia tiém bén hoa.
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[3] & day hai nhan vat dang choi tro néi am (trd choi vé ngdn ngit pho
bién & Nhat), ngudi tredc néi mot tir, nguwoi sau phai dap bang mat twr
bat dau bang am cudi cua tw tredc.
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[4] «On 30” trong tiéng Nhat - phién am la: “Urusai”.
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(5] Trong tiéng Nhat, cau nay bit dau bang &m “ko”.

https://thuviensach.vn



Table of Contents

Loi gidi thiéu
Chuwong 1
Chuong 2
Chuong 3
Chuong 4
Chuwong 5
Chuong 6
Chuong 7
TAI BUT

https://thuviensach.vn



	Lời giới thiệu
	Chương 1
	Chương 2
	Chương 3
	Chương 4
	Chương 5
	Chương 6
	Chương 7
	TÁI BÚT

