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MUC LUC

Cau chuyén thi nhat: Anh can bang chitng ngoai pham?
Céau chuyén thi¢ hai: Pung dé quén mii khi giét nguoi
Céau chuyén thi ba: Chao murng dén bita tiéc muwu sat

Cau chuyeén th tv: Phong ngu dém giang sinh

Céau chuyén thi nam: S6 phan ctia hung thu nam & madi toc

Cau chuyén thit sdu: Khong cé phong nao kin tuyét doi
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Cau chuyén thit nhat:
Anh can bang chitng ngoai pham?

1

Chi mat sau phut dé di tir ga Kokubunji t6i ga Tachikawa bang tau toc
hanh dac biét Chuo.

Mot budi chiéu thit Bay trung tuan thang Chin. Ga Tachikawa tap nap
ngwoi mua sam lan khong mua sam. Qua khong ho danh la thanh pho
“nong” nhat tuyén Chuo. Gan day, khong thanh ph6 nao & Chuo thay doi
chong mat nhv Tachikawa. Phia trudc ctta ga duwgce lam dep hon, nhitng toa
nha trang 1é moc 1én san sat, cac khoi trang tri ¢6 hinh thu ky di, dwong tau
mot ray chang biét vé dau chay ru ri trén dau. Mot hinh dnh hoan toan do6i
1ap v6i tuyén Chuo von c6. Tham chi c6 phan con vwot troi ca thanh pho
Kichijoji. Puong nhién la nguoi dan Kichijoji khong cong nhan diéu nay.

Hosho Reiko mién man nghi vay khi bu@c trén dwong bo hanh trén cao
tredc cita Nam ga Tachikawa. C6 mac bo vest den, deo kinh khéng s6 mau
den. Trong co khong khac gi mot nhan vién cong s@ gian di vGi mai toc
dwgc bui gon dang lac lw theo tirng nhip chan. Nhuwng thure té thi Reiko hién
la diéu tra vién cia S& Canh sat Kunitachi. C6 dén Tachikawa vi cong viéc
chit khong phai dé mua sam.

Khac véi ctta Bac da c6 nhiéu khu mua sam 16n, cta Nam ga
Tachikawa chwa dugc cai tao nhiéu, van con nhiéu khu dat cho tai thiét. Sau
vao bén trong la noi c6 nhiéu toa nha tap cw dugc miéu ta bang ba tir “Cii —
Chat — Thap”. Reiko di thang cu6n xuéng dudi mat dat roi di bé thém mot
doan nita. Tr6c mat c6 hién ra toa nha nam tang khung sat, xay theo kiéu
hinh 6ng. Toa nha trong kha t6i tan, méi nhin twéng sap bi pha bé. Tam bién
“Toa nha Gondo” treo phia tridc cling nhuém mau lich str.
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Pén noi, Reiko kiém tra ngay dong ho. Bay gio la 2 gid 15 phait chiéu.
Mé&i mudi lam phat tr6i qua ké ti khi ¢ roi khoi chung co Wakaba Corp &
Kokubunji. Trén tau dién khong xdy ra chuyén gi khién c6 mat thém thoi
gian. Nhr vay, muoi lam phut 1a khodng thoi gian t6i thiéu dé di tir Wakaba
Corp dén Gondo. Reiko vira két luan xong thi...

Co tiéng gao ru ¢6 nhd da nghe thay lic & Tachikawa. Linh cdm c6
chuyén chang lanh, Reiko nhin sang phia DBong thi thay mot chiéc xe hiéu
Anh quéc — chiéc Jaguar mau bac — dang phong qua téc do cho phép. Duéi
anh nang chiéu, chiéc xe hao nhoang sang lap lanh nhw guwong.

No6i chinh xac thi d6 1a thi anh sang ch6i mat hon ca khi nhin thang
vao mat troi bang mat thwong.

Reiko thay hoi chéng mat, c6 tham van vi.
“...” Xin anh day! Lam on do6 cach t6i 10m.

Trai véi wdc nguyén cta Reiko, chiéc Jaguar thich giy cha y chi do
cach Reiko c¢6 50cm kém theo tiéng phanh choi tai. Reiko titc t6i vi bi dem
ra lam tro cwdi trede anh mat to mo cta ngwoi qua duong.

Trong khi do, diing dinh buwéc xuéng tir ghé 1ai la m6t anh chang mac
vest trang. Khong biét nguwoi dan Tachikawa nghi sao vé anh ta. Han ho nghi
day la mot cdu am con nha giau hodc mét tay sai than can cta trum mafia
chit chang ngo d6 la mot canh sat. Nhung do lai la sw that. Vang, anh ta
chinh la Kazamatsuri — thanh tra wu ti cia S6@ Canh sat Kunitachi — nguoi
git* chitc thanh tra khi méi 32 tudi. Con nita, anh ta ciing la quy t& ctia nguoi
sang lap hang Kazamatsuri Motors, hang xe noi tiéng vdi thiét ké dep va
dong co hao ton nhién liéu, vi 1é dé nén goi anh ta la cdu am con nha giau
cling chang sai. Nhung cach goi chuan nhat c6 1€ la, Kazamatsuri — cadu dm
nha giau an mdc nhv tay sai mafia hién dang la canh sat .

Chang thanh tra d6 vira buwdc xudng xe lién vung tay 1én xem gio nhw
thé muodn khoe chiéc dong ho Rolex. Anh quay sang Reiko — nguoi dén
tredc — bay t6 sy that vong, “Tiéc qua. Pwong x4 chat choi khién téi khong
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phat huy dwgc hét tinh nang cia chiéc Jaguar nay. Toi da tr6 hét tai nghé lai
xe dé rut ngan thoi gian réi day.” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri say swa ty man mot
cach vo6 thitc r6i nhin vai that manh, “Thoi, khong 1y do 1y trdu nita. R6 rang
t6i thua roi, c6 Honsho nhi. Giit ding 10 hita, t6i nay t6i sé ddi c6 mén Y
hao hang.”

“Ha!?” Sau mot thoang boi rdi, Reiko dap hai tay vao nhau, “Hay qua!
T6i van mong moi duwgc an toi cung thanh tra, du chi mot lan!” va ghé sat
vao mat thanh tra néi tiép, “Anh twdng téi sé sung swéng thot 1én nhw vay
ha?”

“Néu c6 muon...” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri hoi né ngudi vé phia sau.

“Chéng c6 vu c4 cwgc nao néi ai thing sé dugc dii mén Y hao hang
hét! Khong bao gio c6 chuyén do!”

“T6i khong nghi 1a khéng. ..”

“Khong!” Reiko qua quyét. “Chung ta chay thi ttv Kokubunji dén
Tachikawa khong phai la dé ca cwge. D6 la mot phan cua cong tac diéu tra.
Thu tuc can cé dé kiém tra bang chitng ngoai pham. Phdi khong thwa thanh
tra?”

Reiko chi tay vé phia toa nha Gondo. C¢6 vai xe canh sat dang do trudc
toa nha. Dai bang vang v6i dong chit “Khong nhiém vu mién vao” chang
ngoai ctra cho biét, day la hién treong vu an.
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Vu an xdy ra tai toa nha Gondo & cong Nam ga Tachikawa. Nhan dwgc
thong bdo tit sdng sém, Reiko v0i lao dén hién treong khi ngoai duong mai
lac dac c6 vai bong nguoi. Co6 nén cai ngap dai, Reiko cudi ngwoi qua dai
bang vang, budc 1én cau thang dé 1én tang 3. “...Thwa thanh tra, t6i dén hoi
muon.”

Du khong can nhung Reiko van xin 16i roi tién lai cho cap trén.

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri nd@ nu cwoi hién lanh, gio mot tay 1én chao
Reiko, “Gi co, t0i cling vira méi dén thoi.”

Théai d6 cda thanh tra bao dung nhw thé chao dén c6 nguoi yéu dén
muon. Ct nghi dén viéc ca ngay hom nay bi nguwdi cap trén nay quay nhw
chong chong, Reiko chi mudn quay got di thang vé nha. Nhung c6 chwa kip
lam diéu do thi chi thi dau tién cua thanh tra da bay t6i.

“Chung ta vao xem hién treong thoi. Lai day, co Hosho.”

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri xoay nguwoi budc di, Reiko di theo sau. Hai
nguwoi im lang di 1én chiéu nghi gitra tang 3 va tang 4. M4t c6 gai toan than
lanh toat dang nam & day. Tuy da chitng kién canh nay nhiéu lan nhitng
Reiko van khong sao quen dwogc. Co toan dwa mat nhin ra cho khac thi thanh
tra Kazamatsuri hoi, “C6 Hosho, nhin cdnh nay, c6 cé nhan ra diéu gi
khong?”

“...Nhan ra...” Nhan ra diéu gi nhi. Reiko v0i quan sat.

CO gai wdc chirng ngoai 30. Dang ngudi trung binh, khuén mat bau
binh. Mai t6c ngén, nhan sic binh thudng. Phuc trang ciing rat gian di. Ao
so mi dai tay mau nau cung chiéc quan b6 mau den. Doi giay bét cling mau
den. Bung c6 c6 vét thwong giong nhw bi dam. Mau chdy ra san bé tong tao
thanh hinh giéng nhw ban d6. Tt nhitng diéu trén, c6 thé két luan day la mot
vu giét ngwoi vi khong thdy hung khi quanh nan nhéan, ngoai ra thi chwa thé
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noi gi thém. Reiko thanh that thira nhan, “Xin 16i thanh tra, t6i khong thay
co gi dac biet.”

“Q, danh vay chit biét 1am sao.” N6i vay nhung thanh tra Kazamatsuri
vui muirng ra mat, “Co nhin ky di Hosho. Khong c6 hung khi bén canh thi
thé, diéu do6 cé nghia la...”

Vang, mot vu giét nguwoi. Minh that dai khi thira nhan qua sém. Bé
ngoai tai cu chuyén vo nghia ctia thanh tra Kazamatsuri, Reiko kiém tra tw
trang cta nan nhan.

Trong tdi quan cua nan nhan cé vi va mot chiéc chia khoa giong nhw
khoa nha. Trong vi c6 12.000 yén, mot chuit tién 1é va hai thé tin dung. Cé ca
bang lai xe. Thanh tra Kazamatsuri cam bang lai xe 1én doc to, “Tén nan
nhan la Kanno Yumi. BPia chi, phong 202 Wakaba Corp, phuong 3, thanh
pho Kokubunji.”

Theo ngay thang nam sinh ghi trén bang lai thi nan nhan 35 tudi.

Chgt Reiko phat hién ra. Khong c6 dién thoai di dong trong tu trang
ctia nan nhan. Piéu nay that bat thwong. Thuwong thi & tudi nay, phu nit déu
c6 dién thoai di dong. Chac chan hung thu da 1ay dién thoai ctia nan nhan.
Hung thu sg dién thoai sé lam 10 danh tinh. N6i cach khac, hung thua la
nguwoi quen biét vai nan nhan. Reiko suy luan t6i do thi...

“Theo suy luan cua t6i thi hung tha la nguwdi quen biét véi nan nhan. Co
biét tai sao khong Hosho?”

“...” Tai sao v, Reiko da c6 san cau tra 10i. ..

“Néu c6 khong biét thi dé t6i noi cho. Can chu y téi dién thoai di dong.
Hung thu da an cap dién thoai cua nan nhan.”

...” Reiko c6 cdm giac nhw suy nghi ctia minh vira bi an cap.

Du chdng an twgng vGi suy luan cua thanh tra nhwng c6 mét diéu khién
Reiko thac mac: Tai sao la cap trén nhung suy luan cda anh ta chi ngang véi
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cap duéi?

Sau khi kiém tra hién treong, Reiko va thanh tra Kazamatsuri di 1én
tang 5. Tang 5 cda toa nha Gondo dwgc dung lam nha &, chu toa nha hién
song mot minh trén do.

Ong Gondo Kanji, 67 tudi. Chinh 6ng 1a ngwodi dau tién phat hién ra vu
viéc.

Ong Gondo Kanji dén hai diéu tra vién trong bd do ni xanh lam tir dau
t¢i chan. Sau khi moi hai diéu tra vién ngoi, ong bat dau ké vé thoi diém
phat hién ra vu viéc.

“Luc do la 6 gio sang. T6i van hay chay bo budi sang, sang nay t6i mac
bd do ni va ra khoi nha nhuw thwong 1&. Nhung xuéng dén cau thang, t6i
khung lai. C6 mot c6 gai nam & chiéu nghi, xung quanh mau chay lénh lang.
T6i biét ngay la co ay da chét. Co ay khong phai la nguoi & day. Toi nhd mat
ca nguoi lam thém & toa nha nay. Toi khong hé biét co ay. T6i chay bo vé
phong, goi ngay cho 110.”

“T6i hiéu r6i.” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri hai long gat dau. “Pé 1a 1y do
ong mac bo do ni nay ding khong. Ra la vay.”

Co vé doi vdi thanh ta Kazamatsuri, viéc ngudi quan 1y khu nha mac bo
do ni mai la nghi van 16n nhat. Bé cho thanh tra dang di nham hwéng gitt im
lang, Reiko dat hoéi, “Ttr dém qua tGi sang nay, 6ng c6 nghe thay tiéng x6 xat
nao khong?”

“Khong, toi & nha tr chiéu qua nhung chang nghe thay gi. Khu nha nay
ban dém hau nhu chang c6 ai.”

“0O day c6 nhitng ctra hang nao?”

“Tang 1 la ctta hang trang sitc, tang 2 la phong kham xwong khép, tang
5 la nha t6i. Con tang 3 va 4 ha? Ca hai déu dang trong. Thoi bubi khé khan
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nén bo khéng sudt hai thang nay roi.”

Co6 vé nhuw hiéu suat st dung cta toa nha Gondo rat thap. Néu tang 3 va
4 trong thi sé khong c6 ai st dung cau thang. Hung tha da c6 tinh chon dia
diém vang vé gitta thanh pho dé lam noi gay an.

Lay 10i khai xong, Reiko va thanh tra Kazamatsuri cdm on 6ng Gondo
Kanji va roi khoi can ho.

“Chac chan hung tha biét ro6 khu nha nay. Hung thu da gti tin nhan du
Kanno Yumi tGi day. Muc dich la dé sat hai c6 ay. Néi cach khac, day 1a mot
vu giét ngudi co ké hoach. Phai khong c6 Hosho?”

Mot suy luan rat ding “chat thanh tra Kazamatsuri”, chang c6 gi dé ché
nhung cling chang c6 gi dé khen. Nghi khen cling chang mat gi nén Reiko
chon cach gat dau.

“Vang, toi nghi la thanh tra n6i dung.”

Két qua kham nghiém dugc cong bo. Theo giam dinh cia bac si thi nan
nhan chét do mat mau. Hung khi la vat co6 lw6i sac nhuw dao nhon hoac dao
bau. Nan nhan ti* vong do vét thwong & bung nhung cling c6 mét vai vét
xwdc nho & mu ban tay va sau gay. Cé thé nan nhan da x6 xat v6i hung tha.
Nghia la, khong phai Kanno Yumi bi dam trong tinh trang khong khang cu.

Thoi gian ti vong dugc xac dinh trong khodng ttr 7 dén 9 gio toi.

Sau khi c6 dugc chirng ay thong tin, cac diéu tra vién bat dau lay 1oi
khai tit nhitng nguwdi song quanh hién treong. Von khong thich kiéu diéu tra
bai ban nén thanh tra Kazamatsuri khong hao hitng 1am véi viéc phai & lai
Tachikawa. Anh bao Reiko, giong h6n hé nhv maoi ban di dao, “Co Hosho,
ching ta dén Kokubunji nhé. T6i mudn xem can ho cua Kanno Yumi.”
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Trong mat nguoi dan Kokubunji, c6 1€ day la canh rugt dudi giita xe
canh sat va chiéc xe Anh quoc loe loet do mét ké chong d6i cam lai. Nhung
su that lai khac. Nguwoi 1ai chiéc Jaguar mau bac la thanh tra Kazamatsuri,
con xe canh sat bam theo sau dang chd Reiko va cong sy. Tuy nhin bé ngoai
chang khac gi nhau.

DPoi hinh S& Canh sat Kunitachi dén Kokubunji ltic gan trwa. Vi vu an
dugc phat hién vao sang s6m nén hom nay sé la mot ngay dai. Reiko tho dai,
buwdc xudng xe.

Wakaba Corp 1a mét khu nha hai tang cii k§. Khu nha c6 cau tric don
gian, moi tang c6 hai phong, hanh lang hwéng ra mat dwong. Can ho cta
Kanno Yumi la phong dau tién trén tang 2.

Nhan dwoc lién lac cta canh sat, chi nha da dén va cho san. Khi duoc
hoéi vé Kanno Yumi, ngudi dan ong toc bac lat dong gidy to cam trén tay, tra
101 ranh rot.

“Noi lam viéc, Cong ty Banh keo Mochizuki. Mdt cong ty noi tiéng &
Tachikawa. C6 ay lam & bo phan ké toan. Co 4y song & day duwgc tam nam.
Tién nha tra rat ding hen.” Poan 6ng boi r6i, “Nhuwng t6i khong nhé mat c6
ay. To6i méi gap c6 mot lan khi c6 ay chuyén dén day.”

Nhitng thong tin cht nha biét vé Kanno Yumi la tit hé so va sao ké so
tiét kiém co6 ndp khi gia han hgp dong chit khong phai do hai nguwdi thuwong
xuyeén tiép xtc véi nhau.

Chu nha mé ctta cho cac diéu tra vién vao xem can ho cua nan nhan.
Mot can ho danh cho ngudi doc than gom mét bép rong 3 chiéu, mot phong
rong 6 chiéu, phong tam c6 bén va mot ban cong nho. Bo dac trong phong
khong c6 gi nhiéu ngoai mot chiéc tivi, mot chiéc giwong don so, ban may
tinh va gida sach. Can phong trong kha gon gang du thiéu cam giac pho
trrong can c6 & can ho cia mot phu nit doc than.
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Sau khi nhin mot lwgt can phong, thanh tra Kazamatsuri la toang lén.

“Co nhin nay Hosho.” Thanh tra cam 14y bitc anh trén gia sach. “bay
chang phai la ngudi yéu ctia nan nhan sao?”

“Cling c6 thé.” Nhin tdm anh dwogc l6ng khung thanh tra dwa cho, Reiko
chi con biét gat dau.

Trong anh, Kanno Yumi dang ké ma vao mét nguwdi dan 6ng tam tudi
c6. C6 mac bd quan 4o mau hong twoi tan. Nét mat rang rd, khac han anh
chup & bang lai xe. Nguwoi dan ong trong rat dep trai. Anh ta c6 lan da rdm
nang cung guong mdt sac nét. B quan do dang mac cho thay anh ra c6 gu
thdm my khong t6i. Anh ta cwdi nhung Reiko thdy nu cwdi that u am, co
chgt c6 linh cam... Nay Hosho Reiko! Khong duwgc phan xét dwa vao vé bé
ngoai. Poan mo la viéc t6i ky!

Reiko dang nghiém khac ty kiém diém thi ngudi cap trén ditng canh co
vO tur dua ra 161 nhan xét sac mui doan mo.

“Ga nay trong dang ngo qua. Chuyeén tinh cua hai nguoi ém a khong?
Ho c6 yéu nhau that long khong? Hay chi la choi boi? Loai dan 6ng éo 14,
banh trai, wa hinh thitc nay von khong tin twéng duwgc dau. Co c6 nghi thé
khong ha Hosho?”

“...” Reiko nhin ngudi dan 6ng béanh trai trvéc mat, néu anh dang tu
n6i minh thi cau dé chuan khéng can chinh. “Thanh tra néi diing. Ngay tw
dau toi cling cho rang loai ngudi nay khong thé tin dugc.”

“0, hoa ra toi va c6 hgp nhau nhi.”

Khéng dén mitc ay dau thanh tra. Reiko tw nha r6i quay trd lai cau
chuyén veé bitc anh.

“Tredc hét, ching ta phai lam rd nhan than cta nguwdi nay. Chac chan
trong can hd c6 manh moi.”
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Reiko, thanh tra Kazamatsuri cung cac diéu tra vién tiép tuc kham xét
can ho trong khong khi cang thang. Tt so thw tir va dit liéu trong may tinh,
ho nhanh chong tim ra nguwoi thwong xuyén lién lac voi Kanno Yumi. Chi
duy nhat mot ngudi tén Ezaki Tateo 1a c6 quan hé than thiét v4i nan nhan.

Ezaki Tateo — dong nghiép ctia Kanno Yumi tai Cong ty Banh keo
Mochizuki — hién dang song & Tachikawa...

Kham xét xong can ho, Reiko va thanh tra Kazamatsuri sang go ctra
can hd 201 nam ké bén. Theo 10i cht nha thi nguwdi song tai can hd nay tén
Eda Natsuki, 21 tu6i. Nghe néi 1a mot sinh vién dang theo hoc tai mot
treong dai hoc trong vung. Con thuc t€, hién ra sau canh ctta 1a co gai c6
khuon mat bau binh.

Thdy c6 géai tron xoe mat nhv muén héi “Anh la ai?”, thanh tra
Kazamatsuri bén chia ra chiéc thé canh sat v4i dong tac duyén dang chang
khac gi ngbi sao dién anh. Dé thuc hién dugc loat dong tac nay cho Reiko
biét (nhwng thanh tra khong biét rang Reiko biét), thanh tra da phai kién tri
luyén tap khong ngirng nghi.

“Co la Eda Natsuki? T6i muoén héi c6 vé nguwoi hang xém Kanno
Yumi.”

Tuy day la cudc viéng tham khong bao tréc nhung c6 vé Eda Natsuki
phan nao doan ra dwgc. Co khong hé lung ting, ngugc lai con rat hao hiing,
cd gan nhu reo 1én, “Oi 6i, canh sat that ndy!” Roéi c6 ha giong, héi nguoc lai
canh sat, “Chi ay bi giét that a? T6i thdy am 1 & trén mang lién vao xem, xem
xong ma hét hon. Chi ay bi dam tai cau thang mot toa nha & Tachikawa?
That ché? Toi nghiép qua! Thoi budi nay chang biét thé nao ma lan!”

“...” C06 18 tai chat giong Kansai — thit giong von lanh lanh — nén nguoi
nghe chang cam nhan dwgc sy dau buon trong 10i néi ctia co gai.
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Thanh tra Kazamatsuri hoi boi roi. Nhwng anh binh tinh lai ngay roi dat
cau hoi, “Co c6 than véi Kanno Yumi khong? Gan day co thdy co dy c6 biéu
hién gi la khong?”

Trwdc cau hoi mang tinh dai khai cua thanh tra Kazamatsuri, Eda
Natsuki tra 16i nhw thé da cho san, “T6i di an véi Yumi may lan roi. Chi ay
dang c6 chuyén buon. Nguyén nhan la dan 6ng. Chi ay va anh nguoi yéu
yéu nhau da dugc bay nam. Nhung anh ta té 1am!”

Co thé tom lwgc cau chuyén redom ra ké bang giong Kansai ctia Eda
Natsuki nhu sau:

Kanno Yumi dang gap chuyén buén. Nguyén nhan la dan 6ng. Co ay va
nguoi yéu da yéu nhau dugc bay nam. Tuy nhién, anh ngwoi yéu rat té. Gan
dady, anh ta c6 ngwoi yéu mdi, tré hon. C6 nguoi yéu méi la con gai ctia mot
nguoi co vai vé trong cong ty. Néu cudi co ta, anh ta sé chang khac gi chudt
sa chinh gao, twong lai tai cong ty sé dugc dam bao. Do vay, anh ta lanh
lung dé nghi nguwdi yéu sudt bdy ndm cia minh la Kanno Yumi chia tay.
Puong nhién, Kanno Yumi khong dé gi tra 161 “O thé a?” va dong y rit lui.
Trai lai, Kanno Yumi con deo bam rat quyét liét. Két qua la khong thé chia
tay nhung moi quan hé caa hai nguwoi xau di, bién thanh mét vé kich yéu
ghét phitc tap thuong thay.

“Vira r6i khi di nhau, trong ltc say mem, chi ay bao sé khong bao gio
chia tay anh ta. Chi ay con doa, néu phai chia tay, chi dy sé dén gap thang co
nguwoi yéu mai dé noi cho ra nhé.”

“Doi da.” Reiko dwa cho Eda Natsuki xem tdm anh, “Day c6 phai la
nguoi yéu bady nam ctia Kanno Yumi khong?”

Eda Natsuki gat dau ngay khi md&i nhin qua.

“Pung r6i. Chi ay ting cho t6i xem bitc anh nay, khong nham dwgc
dau. Hinh nhuv anh ta tén Ezaki gi gi do.”
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Viéc 1y 10i khai tit Eda Natsuki dem lai két qua t6t hon mong doi.
Canh ctta can ho 201 vira khép, thanh tra Kazamatsuri v0i nam tay lai va hét
lén, “Khong nghi ngo gi nita. Hung thu chinh la Ezaki gi gi do.”

“Thuwa thanh tra, Tateo chir khong phai gi gi do.”

“U, Ezaki Tateo. Anh ta muén cudi con gai clia ngudi co vai vé. Tuy
nhién, co ngwoi yéu bay nam lai khong chiu chia tay. Kanno Yumi tr@ thanh
nguoi can duong cua anh ta.”

“Do d6, Ezaki da goi Kanno Yumi t&i toa nha Gondo va sat hai co ay.
Nghe rat hgp ly. Ching ta sé lam gi day thwa thanh tra? Ching ta quay lai
Tachikawa dé héi tham Ezaki chit?”

Nhung chi bang cdu néi cia mot diéu tra vién wu td, thanh tra
Kazamatsuri da ngan can sy hang hai ctia Reiko vao dung ldc can thiét.

“Guom da c6 Hosho. Trong diéu tra, doan mo la viéc toi ky.”

19

...” Toi xin dvugc tang lai thanh tra nguyén cau do.

“Toi khong phu nhan Ezaki Tateo la mot nghi can sang gia. Nhung
cong tac diéu tra chi mdi bat dau. Chung ta khong can phai voi. Xudng héi
tham nguwoi song & tang 1 trwde da.”

Hai nguoi di xuoéng tang 1. Theo 10i chd nha thi 1a mot trong s6 hai can
hdé & tang 1 khong c6 nguwdi ¢. Nguwoi song tai can hd 101 tén Matsubara
Hisako, 50 tu6i. D6 1a mot phu nit doc than, hién dang lam cong viéc ban
thoi gian tai mot siéu thi gan nha.

Reiko go ctta. Khong c6 tiéng tra 10i. Nghi chac chd nha dang di ra
ngoai, Reiko c0 go thém lan nita thi nghe thay c6 tiéng ngwoi di ra.

Hién ra sau canh ctra 1a khuon mat cia mot phu nit trung nién phop
phap. Mdi téc chi ta dwgc uén xu khién nguwdoi doi dién lién twdng tGi dau
dic Phat. Boi mat con ngai nga cit hap hay lién tuc. Bo do dang mac cé 1é la
do6 ngu. Trong chi ta nhw vira m&i ngt day va chay ngay ra dé ma& ctra.

https://thuviensach.vn



Lap lai dong tac ban ndy, thanh tra Kazamatsuri duyén dang chia ra tdim
thé canh sat. Poan hoi thoai ban ndy ciing dugc tua lai.

“Chi la Matsubara Hisako? T6i mu6n hoi chi vé ¢c6 Kanno Yumi séng &
tang 2.”

“Ha...” Khac v6i Eda Natsuki, Matsubara Hisako c6 vé chwa nam dwoc
ngay tinh hinh, tuy nhién, sau khi nhin tdm thé canh sat r6i nhin sang thanh
tra Kazamatsuri va Reiko, chi ta hiéu ra va la 1én, “O, diéu tra vién ha?”

Mui regu pha ra tr miéng chi ta khién Reiko lui lai sau chirng nita
budc. Co6 vé chi ta la nguwdi nghién rugu. Trong bép la liét chai rugu loai 1,8
lit va vé chai bia xép thanh hang nhw cac con ki trong tro bowling.

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri hoi quay mat di dé tranh hoi regu, héi, “Chi c6
biét c6 Kanno khong?”

“0, co gai song & phong 202? Biét w, tdi chi thinh thodng gip cb ay
ngoai duong thoi. To6i qua toi cling trong thdy cb ay...”

Cau no6i cta Matsubara Hisako khién Reiko hoi giat minh. Thanh tra
Kazamatsuri cling v0i quay lai nhin ngudi phu nit trung nién.

“(), that ha! Chi nhin thay c6 dy that chi? Lic d6 khoang mdy gio?”

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri héi don dap khién Matsubara Hisako cang
thang.

“Vang. Luc dé khoang 7 rudi t6i. Toi vira tir cho lam vé thi thay c6 ay
di xuong cau thang. Ching t6i khong chao héi gi nhau. Chi di ngang qua
nhau thoi. Nhung t6i dam bao dé la c6 ay vi toi nhin rd ca mat.”

“Chi chac luc dé la 7 ruoi chit?”

“Khong sai. Vao nha la to6i xem déng hé ngay, bat ti vi 1én thi vira lac
co chrong trinh dia phwong luc 7 rudi trén kenh NHK.”

“Vay thi chuan r6i. Chi thay c6 Kanno Yumi di vé huwéng nao?”
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“Cha, c6 1€ 1a tdi ctra hang tién lgi. Ma anh diéu tra vién nay...”

Duong nhw da mat hét kién nhan, Matsubara Hisako rut ré hoi thanh tra
Kazamatsuri, “Mau no6i cho t6i biét di. Cé chuyén gi v6i c6 Kanno thé? Co
ay lam diéu gi xau a?”

“Q, khong phai dau.” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri ra vé ngan ngai roi thuat
lai sy viéc bang thit giong déu déu ding chat hanh chinh. “Sang sém hom
nay, co Kanno Yumi dwogc phat hién da tr vong tai mot toa nha & Tachikawa.
Chtng t6i nhan dinh day la mot vu giét ngudi va dang tién hanh diéu tra...”

Nghe thanh tra Kazamatsuri ké, vé ngac nhién khong chut gia tao hién
1én trén khuon mat ciia Matsubara Hisako. Chi héi lai nhw thé khong tin vao
tai minh, “C6 ay bi giét u?”

“Vang, chung t6i rat tiéc.” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri trd 16i ngan gon roi
nhac lai cau da hoi Eda Natsuki, “Chi c6 than v6i Kanno Yumi khong? Gan
day chi c6 thdy co6 ay cé gi la khong?”

Khac véi Eda Natsuki, Matsubara Hisako nhan mat va tré moi dap.

“T6i da bao la ching t6i khong than thiét gi ma. Pi qua nhau con chang
chao hdi nita la. Anh héi t6i co ay c6 gi la khong a...”

Khong nan long, thanh tra Kazamatsuri van c6 hoi thém vai cau nita dé
lay thém thong tin. Dap lai, Matsubara Hisako chi trd 10i rang “t6i khong
biét, t6i khong ro6”. Hinh nhw chi ta khong mudn lién luy téi mot sy viéc
nam ngoai du liéu.

R6t cudc, hai diéu tra vién roi khoi can hé 101 ma khong thu thap dwoc
gi them.

Tuy nhién, nhuw vay ciling 1a qua da. Theo két qua kham nghiém, thoi
diém t¥ vong ctia nan nhan xé dich trong khoang hai tiéng, nghia la tir 7 dén
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9 gio t6i. Theo 10i khai cia Matsubara Hisako thi ltic 7 ruGi, Kanno Yumi
van con song. T do suy ra,

“Thoi diém ti vong cua nan nhan xé dich khoang mét tiéng rudi, tw 7
rudi dén 9 gio t6i.”

“Khong, con c6 thé thu hep dwgc nita. Kanno Yumi van & Kokubunji
lic 7 rudi, sau dé c6 ay bi giét & Tachikawa. Du dwgc ai chd dén hay tw di
thi cling can phai c6 thoi gian dé di chuyén tGi Tachikawa, lic day thi co ay
van con song.”

Dot nhién thanh tra Kazamatsuri hoi Reiko, “Di 6 t6 t* Kokubunji dén
Tachikawa mat bao nhiéu phut?”

“Pi xe dién sé nhanh hon chi?”

Cau no6i khong cé dung y gi ctia Reiko da cham ngay vao niém tu hao
cua quy tt hang Kazamatsuri Motors.

“Nay Hosho, c6 ditng &n néi hd do. O td dwong nhién 1a nhanh hon xe
dién r6i. Chang phai dién vién Gene Hackman da dudi theo xe dién bang 06
to day sao.”

“A, trong phim The French Connection. Nhung d6 1a phim. Con trén
thue té, xe 6 to khong thé thang dugc xe dién chay trén dwong ray dau vi 0
t0 con phai tranh cac xe khac trén dwong. Thanh tra khong biét a? BPuwong tau
noi Kokubunji va Tachikawa thang tap nhw thuéc ké.”

“Con c6, co khong biét ha Hosho? Trong lic con nguwdi mét moi 18
buéc tir ngoai ga vao dén khu nha thi 6 t6 dang lao di véi toc do kinh hoang
day.”

Cudc tranh luan vo bo khong ai chiu nhuwong ai kéo dai mat mot lic.
Cudi cung, Reiko dwa ra mot ggi y.

“Vay chung ta thir di. Toi sé di xe dién, con thanh tra di 6 t6. Chung ta
sé cung xuat phat tr Wakaba Corp dé xem ai tGi toa nha Gondo & Tachikawa
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trugce.”

“Pugc. T6i cling dang dinh noi thé. To6i sé cho co biét tay lai hang A
ctda t6i la thé nao.”

“...” Thanh tra hang B lai khoe khoang r6i.

Lo ngudi cap trén sé tim moi cach dé gianh phan thang, Reiko day
chiéc kinh bi tré 1én va nhac nhé, “Xin thanh tra nhd cho, phai chay t6c do
binh thvong trong dwong do thi. Va khong dwgc choi an gian.”

“An gian? Nghia 13 sao?”
“La khong dugc dung den hiéu canh sat.”
“Dugc roi. Ai théem dung thit d6.” Thanh tra chép miéng tiéc nuoi.

Vay la cudc tranh lugn vé phuong tién di chuyén nhanh nhat tw
Kokubunji dén Tachikawa cu6i ctung da tré thanh cudc dua tranh thuc sy
gitta Reiko va thanh tra Kazamatsuri. Nhung du c6 luc bat ci ngan nao
trong ky tc cling khéng thé tim thdy canh hai nguoi giao kéo v6i nhau vé
bita n Y héo hang.
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4

Cau chuyén quay veé bdi canh ban dau. Reiko dén tda nha Gondo truéc.
Thanh tra Kazamatsuri dén sau, ngwong ngung maoi Reiko di an t6i dé roi bi
tir chéi.

“... CO noi ding. Cudc dua nay la tha tuc can thiét dé giai quyét vu an
Kanno Yumi. Chéng lién quan gi t6i mén Y ca.”

Khong biét thanh tra néi vay vi nhé ra muc dich ban dau hay muon
chita then khi bi Reiko tir chéi (c6 1€ la ly do sau), chi biét 1a anh nghiém
mat, trd lai vi tri cia mot canh sat dang déi mat véi vu an.

“Thoi gian di chuyén bang xe dién tr Wakaba Corp dén Gondo mat
ding 15 phtt. Cudc thi vira r6i cho thdy day la khoang thoi gian di chuyén
toi thiéu. Ngoai ra, Matsubara Hisako trong thdy Kanno Yumi roi Wakaba
Corp luc 7 rudi. Nhv vay...”

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri nhiu may nghi nggi. Sau dé, anh dwa ra cau két
luan don gian nhw phép tinh tiéu hoc, chang can nghi ciing tim dwoc ra.

“Chinh xac. S6m nhat cling phdi 7 gio 45 phit Kanno Yumi méi t&i
dugc toa nha Gondo. Co ay bi sat hai ngay sau d6. Dya trén két qua kham
nghiém ti thi, c6 thé két luan thdi gian gy an cia hung tha xé dich trong
vong mot tiéng muoi lam phut, tive 1a tir 7 gio' 45 phat dén 9 gio.”

Khoang thoi gian gy an duwgc rut ngan cho thay cong tac diéu tra da co
tién bo dang ké. Hai long vai két qua trén, thanh tra Kazamatsuri cao giong
tuyén bo sé tGi gap nhan vat quan trong nhat vu an.

“Pén nwdc nay thi ching ta phai gap anh ta théi. Cai anh chang banh
bao trong tdm anh. Ezaki gi gi do!”

“Thanh tra thich goi thé a? Cuwdi nguwoi hom tredc hém sau ngwoi cudi
day.”
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“Gi co, khong sao dau. Anh chang Ezaki Tateo song & Fujimicho. C6
thé di bd dén d6 nhung di 6 t6 sé nhanh hon!” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri voi
vang m@& ctra chiéc xe yéu quy, moi ngay Reiko l1én xe nhw sg tudt mat co
hoi quy, “Co Hosho, mdi c6 ng6i canh t6i trén chiéc Jaguar.”

“Chung ta di bo théi.” Reiko dong ctra xe, mim cwdi lanh lung, “Diéu
tra vién phai lam viéc bang chan.”

Ngon tay bi kep vao cita xe khién thanh tra hét 1én r6i nhdy sang mot
bén.

Reiko chwa bao gio ng6i vao chiéc Jaguar cua thanh tra Kazamatsuri.
Lan nao dwgc mai co cling tir choi. Co cling khong ndi 16 tai sao nhung ludn
c6 cam giac chiéc Jaguar anh bac nay la giong duwc. Mot chiéc xe giong duc
dang trong thoi ky phat duc. Mac du c6 biét, 6 t6 khong c6 gidi tinh va thoi
ky phat duc.

R6t cudc, hai nguwoi tim dén dia chi ctia Ezaki Tateo bang xe canh sat.
D6 1la mot toa chung cuw cho thué bon tang, nam & doan giao cat gitta tuyén
Chuo va tuyén Oume, Ezaki Tateo hién tri ngu tai day.

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri nhan chuéng can ho nam & dau tang 2. Xuat
hién sau canh ctta khong ai khac chinh la nguoi dan 6ng c6 nu cwoi u am
nhu trong anh.

Thay vi duyén dang chia ra tdm thé canh sat nhw moi lan, thanh tra
Kazamatsuri ti htiy hoai ban than bang cach buot miéng hoi, “Anh la Ezaki
gi gi do...khong khong, Ezaki Tateo? Chung t6i 6 So...”

»

“..Suyt...” Ezaki Tateo gio ngén tré lén dé ngan thanh tra

Kazamatsuri. “T6i biét ro6i. Lam on dirng néi to. Cit vao trong nha da.”

Bi twdc mat co hoi khoe khoang, thanh tra Kazamatsuri tiu nghiu buéc
vao nha. Reiko di theo sau. Can hd khong rong nhung noi that bén trong toat
1én vé sang trong va am cung. So vGi mot ngwdi doc than lam cong an lwong

https://thuviensach.vn



moi ngoai 30 thi day la mot khong gian song quéa day da. Sau khi maoi hai
diéu tra vién ngoi, Ezaki vao dé ngay.

“To6i biét ly do anh chi dén day. Vi chuyén cia Kanno Yumi phdi
khong?”

Twr dau gio chiéu, tat cd cac kénh déu dwa tin vé vu sat hai Kanno
Yumi. Viéc Ezaki lwong trwéc rang canh sat sé ghé tham suy cho cung ciling
la 1&8 dwong nhién.

“Néu anh biét r6i thi d& mat thgi gian. T6i mudn anh tra 16i vai cau
héi.”

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri dwa ra 161 dé nghi nhung lai thé hién thai do
khong cho doi phwong quyén lya chon. “Truwdc hét la vé méi quan hé cta
anh v@i c6 Kanno Yumi. Anh va c6 ay yéu nhau phai khong?”

“Vang. Toi vao cong ty cung dgt v6i co dy. Co thé néi ching toi da yéu
nha kha lau. Nhung gio thi chia tay r6i. Cach day khoang mot thang.”

“Vay a. Yéu nhau lau thé thi chia tay chac cling khong dé dau nhi? Hai
nguoi chia tay ém dep chir?”

“Cha. Em dep hay khong ... Nhung tdi nghi 1a c6 ay théng cam cho
toi. Ca hai chung t6i déu 16n cd roi.”

“Q, tuyét ddy! Nhi!? Nhung khoan di.” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri nghiéng
dau nhu thé bat dugc y gi do. “Sau bady nam yéu nhau, anh dwa ra 16i dé nghi
chia tay vi ban than sap lay dwoc con gai ciia mot nguwdi co vai vé va nguoi
yéu anh, mdt phu ni* doc than 35 tudi da té ra thong cam. Cé nguwdi nhu thé
sao? T6i thay kho tin qua.”

Reiko giat minh. Thanh tra Kazamatsuri, tuy la cap trén vo dung & moi
phuwong dién nhung lai s& hitu miéng lw6i cay doc khong ai sanh kip khi 1én
giong mia mai nghi can. Minh ma la nghi can thi sé dé 16 g6t chan Asin
ngay. Chac han Ezaki ciing thady chot da. Tuy nhién, nghi can nay kha ban
linh nén khong biéu 10 gi.
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“Anh dinh néi gi, thwa diéu tra vién? Anh dang nghi ngo toi a?”

“Pau c6.” No6i xong, thanh tra Kazamatsuri lién tung ra cau hoi then
ch6t nhu thé mudn phan dinh luon thang thua, “Anh Ezaki, t6i qua anh &
dau, lam gi?”

“0Q, anh héi vé bing chitng ngoai pham? Pting 1a anh dang nghi ngd tdi
r6i.”
“Bang chitng ngoai pham gi dau. Chi la cau héi binh thwong voi tat ca
moi nguoi thoi.”

Anh mit caa thanh tra va nghi can giao nhau. Sau mot thoang im ling,
Ezaki Tateo cham rai noéi, “DPugc thoi. Toi sé tra 16i anh. T6i qua a. Toi roi
cong ty ldc 6 gio. T6i dinh vé thang nha nhwng vira ra khéi cong ty thi tinh
cO gdp nguoi quen. Cau Tomooka Hiroki, mét dong nghiép cli. Gan day
chung t6i khong lien lac v6i nhau, nghe noi cau ta dang lam & nha kho cua
mot cong ty van tai. Cau dy thué nha gan cong ty t6i nén toi da ghé qua nha
cau dy, b6 1a mot can ho nam trén tang 2 cia maot toa nha cii gan treong dua
xe dap. Néu t6i nhéd khong nham thi tén toa nha 1a Kotobuki. Cau dy moi toi
¢ lai an t6i. T6i da tr ch6i nhung cdu ay c¥ moi. Cau ay nau an khéo lam.
Trong nhdy mat da lam xong hai suat com rang tuyét hdo. Phai néi la rat
ngon.”

“Liic d6 1a may gi&?”

“Khoang 7 gio. Truyén hinh vé tinh dang truyén truc tiép tran Hanshin
— Hiroshima tir san Koshien. P6i Hiroshima dang tan cong véGi lwgt danh thi
4, nguwoi danh bong la Higashide, Soyogi lao ra chdn bong bang gay, con
Hirose bi strike-out, Kurihara danh bong ra ngoai san...”

“Va cubi cung la 0 diém. Thoi, anh khong phai ké phan tan cong cua
doi kia dau.” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri hoi thic Ezaki. “Anh da xem hét tran
dau véi cau Tomooka?”
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“Khong, t6i khong & lai 1au dén thé. Cau ay bao budi téi van phai di
lam nén an xong la t6i vé ludn. Toi roi khéi nha cau ta lic 7 regi.”

“7 rdi! Nghia l1a vao lic 7 re6i anh da chia tay cau Tomooka r6i?”

“Khong, sau d6 mot lic. Cau dy sg toi khong nhd dwong nén tién toi ra
tan duong Tachikawa. Vi vay, toi chia tay cau Tomooka luc 7 gio 35 phut.”

“Vay tir 7 gio 35 phut trd di, anh chi c6 mot minh! Anh khong c6 bang
chirtng ngoai pham gi phai khong?”

Sv phan khich cta thanh tra Kazamatsuri da 1én dén dinh diém. Gig thi
khong thé che gidu viéc diéu tra bang chitng ngoai pham nita r6i. Nhung
dung la 10i khai cta Ezaki dang rat gan v6i mau chot vu an. Ca Reiko lan
thanh tra Kazamatsuri déu cang thang cho dgi cau noi tiép theo ctia nghi
can. Nhung that bat ngd, Ezaki lai lac dau.

“Khong, toi khong ¢ mot minh. Chia tay Tomooka xong, tdi vao quan
ca phé dau tién minh nhin thdy. Tén quan la Lupan. Néu t6i nhé khong nham
thi toi vao lic 7 gio 40 phut. Cha quan la mot nguwoi rau ram. Toi goi ca phe,
sau do c6 goi thém coc nita va & do chirng hai tiéng. Nghia la toi roi khoi
quan lic 9 rudi. Roi t6i di bo vé nha. T do trd di tdi chi c6 mot minh nén
chang c6 gi c6 thé goi la bang chitng ngoai pham...”

Ké xong, Ezaki Tateo quay sang hoi hai diéu tra vién ng6i im thu thoc
suot tir nay.

“Kanno Yumi bj sat hai lic may gig? T6i da tra 10i xong, gio diéu tra
vién c6 thé noi cho toi biét duwgce roi.”

“...Hutm.” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri dau kho gat dau va tra 16i bang giong
cta ké that bai. “Thoi diém gay an dwoc xac dinh trong khoang tir 7 gio 45
phtt cho dén 9 gio téi qua.”

“0...” Ezaki vui mirng reo 1én nhung r6i lai té ra béi r6i. Thay vi hoan
hi véi bang chitng ngoai pham ctia minh, anh ta thac mac véi diéu tra vién,
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“Tw 7 gio 45 phut? Con s6 45 phtt d6 la sao? Sao lai chi tiét thé, c6 can c&
gia?”

“Puwong nhién, day khong phdi la con sé dwgc dwa ra tuy tién. Vao lic
7 rwdi, mot nguwdi song cung tda nha véi Kanno Yumi da nhin thiy co ay.
Toi sé khong di vao chi tiét, nhung viéc nay giup ching t6i c6 dwoc tinh
toan hgp ly dé dwa ra con s6 7 gio 45 phut.”

“H4, ra la vay...” Ezaki ngdm nghi mot lic r6i binh tam trd lai. “Tém
lai, t6i & quan Lupan ti* 7 gio' 45 phtt cho dén 9 gio. T6i vao quan lic 7 gio
40 phiit. Vay bang chitng ngoai pham ctia tdi hoan hao qua roi. Ong chi rau
ram chac chan sé lam chitng cho t6i.”

Ezaki Tateo mim cuwdi hai long nhin hai nhan vién diéu tra. Khong chiu
thua, thanh tra nhan mat, boc 16 ngay ban tinh kho chiu, “Chwa kiém tra thi
chwa biét dugc.”

Reiko ciing chi biét nhan nh6 nhin vé mat dac thang cta nghi can.
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To6i hém do, Hosho Reiko va thanh tra Kazamatsuri tim dén quan
Lupan nam trén dwong Tachikawa. Quan cach ga Tachikawa chirng muoi
phit di bd. Muc dich cua cudc viéng tham dwong nhién la kiém tra bang
chitng ngoai pham ctua Ezaki Tateo. Xét theo y nghia nao dé thi két qua dat
duwoc vugt qua s mong doi.

O Lupan ding 1a ¢c6 mot 6ng chi rau ram. D6 14 mot ngwdi dan ong
trung nién, kiém 1oi. Ong nhd rd vi khach mic vest ngdi li & goc quéan t6i
qua.

“Anh ta goi hai coc ca phé va ng6i khoadng hai tiéng. Pay 1a lan dau tién
toi nhin thay anh ta.”

Theo bién lai va s0 liéu trén may tinh tién thi vi khach goi ca phé lac 7
gio 40 phut va thanh toan lic 9 rwdi. Tat ca déu khép véi 16i khai cta Ezaki
Tateo. Khong chi cé vay. Co6 vai vi khach cling nhé ngudi dan 6ng mac vest
nay. Héa ra phan 16n khach cta Lupan déu la khach quen nén ai mgi 1a ho
biét ngay.

“Chang han, kia la khach méi.”
Mot ngudi kin dao chi tay vé chiéc ban canh ctra so.

Tai d6 c6 mot nguwdi dan 6ng van dé den dang ngoi vat chan uéng ca
phé véi to bao tiéng Anh gio ra triedc mat.

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri liéc qua vi khach la r6i quay lai v6i cac vi khach
quen cta Lupan, cho ho xem bitc anh Ezakia Tateo. Ong cht va nhitng
nguwoi khac chi tay vao nguwoi dan 6ng dang cudi trong tdm anh, lan lugt
khang dinh, “Chinh xac.” “Chinh la ngudi nay.”

That hoan hdo. Thoi diém Kanno bi sat hai nam trong khoang tr 7 gio
45 phut dén 9 gio. Trong sudt quang thoi gian do, Ezaki Tateo da ¢ day. Anh
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ta khong thé xuat hién & toa nha Gondo dé giét Kanno Yumi dupc, trir phi c6
kha nang phan than.

Vay la nghi can 16n nhat trong vu an sat hai Kanno yumi — Ezaki Tateo
— da c6 bang chitng ngoai pham.

“Cam on ong da hgp tac.” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri cam on ong chu theo
ding phong cach ctia mot quy ong roi day ctta bwdc ra. Nhuwng thai do cua
thanh tra quay ngoat ngay 180 dd khi tiéng chudng ctta con chwa kip dt.
“Gioi a! Chét tiét! Mat ca ngay dé r6i quay lai vach xuat phat thé nay a. T6i
da cam chac anh ta la hung thd...” Vira ndi, thanh tra vira dwa tay bt dam
do quyén moc ven duong.

“Thanh tra! Khong dwgc trit gian vao cay! Moi nguoi dang nhin day,
voi lai...”

Reiko thi tham vao tai thanh tra. Nh& ho bao canh sat thi sao?

Thanh tra dinh than lai ngay.

“Thi chét t6i ch sao!”

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri voi ném dong 1a trén tay di, phui tay ao, vudt lai
mai téc roi boi va nhoén miéng cuoi.

“Cha. Du sao cong tac diéu tra cting chi méi bat dau. Hom nay tam thoi
thé da. Bé xem cudc diéu tra ngay mai thé nao. A, phai r6i!” Swc nhé ra diéu
gi, thanh tra Kazamatsuri bing ngén tay roi chi vé phia Reiko, “Mai mé
cong viéc qua, suyt nita thi t6i quén. Xin 16i c6 nhé, Hosho.”

119 Da’?”
“Co quén roi a? Toi hira t6i nay sé dai c6 mén Y hdo hang.”
“Ha! Lam gi c6 chuyén do!”

Loi cy tuyét cua Reiko vang khap ca con duwong Tachikawa. Nhuw thé bi
sttc manh vo hinh an chita trong 10i cy tuyét x6 nga, thanh tra Kazamatsuri
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hoi nga ngudi vé bui cay phia sau.
“ Hen gdp c0 ngay mai tai hién truong.”
Thanh tra Kazamatsuri chao tam biét r6i chui tot vao chiéc Jaguar.

Nhin theo chiéc den hdu dang xa dan, Reiko budng tiéng thd dai két
thuc mot ngay lam viéc mét moi. Sy mét moi nay, hon mot nira la do nguoi
cap trén rac r6i kia dem lai. Hom nay thanh tra Kazamatsuri da nhiét tinh
thai qua véi Reiko. Gid ma sy nhiét tinh ay dugc dung vao viéc truy bat
hung tha thi t6t, ma thdi, khong nén hy vong qua nhiéu. Véi thanh tra, hy
vong sé bién thanh that vong, con nguy co sé trd thanh hién thyec.

“Nhung du sao anh ta ciing khong phai la ngwoi xau.”

Reiko c6 cham chuwéc cho cap trén, co 1ay dién thoai di dong ra bam s6
moi khi.

“T6i xong viéc r6i. Anh dén ngay di.”
“Vang.” Pau day bén kia dap. “To6i sé dén trong vong 30 giay.”

H4, 30 giay? Tuy anh théi. Reiko chwa hét ngac nhién thi bén kia da
cup may.

10 giay, 20 giay troi qua... Bing trén via heé, Reiko dwa mat ra nhin
quanh, khéng c6 gi cho thay la anh ta sap xuat hién. Nhung ding & giay thit
30, dot nhién c6 tiéng chuong ctra sau lwng Reiko. Co ngoanh lai thi thay
mot nguoi dan 6ng dong dong cao, tay dang gap td bao tiéng Anh budc ra tw
quan Lupan.

Anh ta mdc bo vest mau den lan véi mau dém t6i, deo cap kinh sang
lap lanh. Anh chang dién trai v&i mai téc bong mugt tién vé phia Reiko,
duyén dang cui chao véi dong tac hét nhw dang minh hoa cho tir “kinh can”.

“Xin 10i da dé tiéu thw phai doi.”
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“...” Reiko bang hoang khéng thot ra dugc 16i nao. Bgi!? Anh dua a?
Toi c6 dgi gi dau.

“Héa ra anh da ngo6i ¢ ban cho ctra s6!”
“Vang.” Kageyama gat dau khong chut an nan.

Kageyama la quan gia kiém lai xe cta gia dinh Hosho. Cong viéc cta
anh ta la dwa dén Reiko tir nha & Kunitachi dén cho lam (titc S& Canh sat
Kunitachi hodc hién treong vu an). Do vay, Reiko ctt dinh ninh rang anh ta
sé dén don co bang 6 t6. C6 nam mo co ciing khong thé twéng twgng duwoc
anh ta la ngwoi vira trd tién ca phé, rung chudng ctta, buéc ra khéi quan
Lupan véi to bao tiéng Anh trén tay. Pung la anh ta luoén xuat hién & cho
chdng ai ngo téi.

“Anh theo t6i chang khac gi mot tén bam dudi hay tham t. Anh lam
theo 1énh cta bo t6i a?”

“Pau co. Toi chi dén don tiéu thw sau m6t ngay lam viéc mét moi théi.”

“Bang cach ngoi theo doi tdi tir ban canh ctta s6? Chang thé ngo dugc
do la anh.”

“Tiéu thw khong nhan ra t6i cling dé hiéu thoi. T6i da sit dung méot dinh
luat pho bién: Khong ai muén bat chuyén vdi ngudi doc bao tiéng Anh trong
quan ca phé.”

“T6i chua tirng nghe t6i dinh luat d6.” Khong mudn doi co thém, Reiko
quay sang hoi, “Xe 0 td6 dau? Ping néi vdi toi la anh di chuyén bang xe ciu
ho day.”

“Tiéu thu dirng lo. T6i d6 xe ¢ bai do 100 yén phia dang kia.”
“Bai do xe 100 yén? Anh dua a!?”

Reiko nhin theo tay Kageyama chi.

https://thuviensach.vn



Anh ta khong dua. Chiéc Limousine dang hién ngang chiém cho do cta
ba chiéc xe binh thwong. Reiko con chwa hét bang hoang trwéc canh tuwgng
ky la nay thi Kageyama ngoan ngoan lén tiéng.

“Thuwa tiéu thw, tiéu thw c6 300 yén ¢ dé khong?”
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Hosho Reiko vé nha, titc dinh thw Hosho, trén chiéc Limousine do
Kageyama cam lai.

Dinh thy Hosho la mot biét thuy toa lac & thanh ph6 Kunitachi. Biét thy
gom nha chinh, nha phy, nha héng mat... va nhiéu nha khac khéng thé ké
hét trén dau ngén tay. Véi dién tich mat bang qua 16n, hién khong c6 biét
thy ndo & ngoai 6 Kunitachi c6 thé qua mit duge dinh thy ndy. A, c6 mot
noi. Po la truong dua ngwa Tokyo ¢ Fuchu. Nhung do khong phai la biét
thur.

“Tha pham” vung tién xay dung biét thy nay la nha tai phiét Hosho
Seitaro, Chu tich Hoi dong Quan tri kiém ngudi sang 1ap Tap doan Hosho —
tap doan hoat dong trén moi linh vuc tr luyén thép, déng tau, ché tao may
bay cho t&i cong nghé thong tin, dién, gas, tham chi cd phim anh, xuat ban
truyén trinh tham. Hosho Reiko la con gai duy nhat ctia 6ng Hosho Seitato.

Bai vay, néu mudn, ngdy ndo Reiko ciing c6 thé thuéng thicc mén Y
hao hang. Co6 chang viéc gi phai ca cwgc véi cau am nha giau mdi noi quen
thoi pho trvong tén Kazamatsuri kia.

Moi khi vé dén nha, Reiko déu x0a toc, thao cap kinh khong s6 gong
den va trut bo bo vest den. Thay vao do, co khoac 1én minh chiéc vay lién
mau hong ruc rd dé trd vé la mot tiéu thu ding nghia. Bita td6i hom nay cia
cd khong phai mén Y hao hang ma 1a mot bita &n Phap binh thuwong.

An xong bifa t6i gdm salad rau ca nuwéng, xdp dau ling, thit ngdng ran
sd, Reiko cam ly rigu ra ng6i ¢ ghé sofa canh ctra so, thw thai tan hwéng gio
troi. Nhung trong khung canh tuyét voi nay, van c6 thit khién c6 phai ban
tam, tat nhién khong phai la thanh tra Kazamatsuri ma la mot vu an khién
thanh tra muoi mat.

Bong c6 tiéng ai d6 hoi Reiko, “Hinh nhw nghi can c¢6 bang chitng
ngoai pham hoan hao.”
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La Kageyama. Nguwoi dan 6ng cam chai regu ding khép nép canh
Reiko day, nhin qua thi twéng anh ta dang lam nhiém vu duéi vai tro la mot
day té trung thanh. Nhung khéng chi c6 vay. Anh ta dang nham dén cau
chuyén cia Hosho. Anh chang tén Kageyama nay rat thich nhitng vu giét
nguoi bi an va da cé nhiéu lan tham gia vao cac vu an hoc bua ctaa Reiko.

“Sao anh lai nghi nghi can c6 bang chitng ngoai pham hoan hao?”

“T6i nghi vay sau khi quan sat thai do cing nhu nghe dugc cau chuyén
cua thanh tra Kazamatsuri tai quan Lupan. T6i doc duwgc trong sw chan
chwong cta thanh tra Kazamatsuri hinh danh mot diéu tra vién that vong vi
nghi can rudt ctia minh c6 bang chitng ngoai pham. T6i néi c6 sai khong?”

“Khong sai. Bung la nhw thé.”

Vé chuyén nay, can phai 1ay lam tiéc cho thanh tra Kazamatsuri da dé
minh dé dang bi bat bai hon la khen nggi tai quan sat cuia Kageyama.

“Bang chitng ngoai pham ctia nghi can cu thé thé nao thu tiéu thu?”

“Khoan da! Ai ndi sé ké cho anh nghe vu nay nhi? Tat ca chi mgi bat
dau. Chwa dén mitc bé tac dau.”

“Toi thay ké bay gio hay ké ldc bé tac c6 khac gi nhau dau.”
“Co6 thé. Nhung ma... khéng! Khéng doi nao! Anh biét ly do r6i day!”

Reiko xoay nguoi sang huwéng khac. Kagegayma khé day gong kinh
1én, “Phdi chang tiéu thw dang lo la ké cho t6i xong, t6i sé tubn mot trang
nhitng cau vo 1é ‘do ngdc’, ‘c6 mat khong trong’, ‘kém céi’, ‘nén rat lui’?”

“...” Lo gi nita vi anh vtra néi ra day thoi.

Reiko chau may con Kageyama thi dat tay 1én nguc, giong rao hoanh,
“Xin tiéu the yén tam. Kageyama nay da phuc vu cho gia dinh Hosho dugc
nita nam. Toi da thao viéc, lai dwgc 6ng chu va tiéu thw hét muc tin twéng
nén toi da cé dugc tién bo vugt bac trong vai tro cia mot quan gia. To6i sé
khong lam gi khién tiéu thw kho chiu dau.”
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“... That ch¥? Anh néi d6i! Néi d6i!”

Tén quan gia von lay viéc xtc pham tiéu thw lam tha vui nay 1€ nao lai
thay doi tam tinh? Ai ma tin dugc!

That long minh cling mu6n biét anh ta c6 thay doi that hay khong.
Nhung muon vay, minh sé phai ké cho anh ta vé vu an...

Biét la bi du nhung cudi cung Reiko khong thé thang néi sy cam do.

“Thoi dugc, toi sé ké cho anh, anh nghe cho ky day.”

Sau khi Reiko thuat lai chi tiét vu sat hai Kanno Yumi, Kageyama gat

N

gu.

“Tém lai, Ezaki Tateo la nghi can duy nhat cé bang chitng ngoai pham
hoan hdo, day la diém mau chot cua vu an. Truwde hét cho t6i hoi, tiéu thw co
nghi Ezaki Tateo la hung tha khéng? Hay tiéu thw nghi c6 ngwoi khac? Hay
néi cho t6i biét quan diém mang tinh doan mo va day dinh kién cua tiéu
thw.”

“Anh ci¥ néi thang ra thé toi lai thdy thoadi mai hon day.”

Reiko ké ludn nhitng gi minh dang nghi.

“Néi that, toi cling cho rang Ezaki Tateo la hung thu. Anh ta o rang la
c6 dong co, chuwa ké c6 vé nhuw dang che gidu gi do. Cling tai anh ta la loai
nguoi khong tin twong dugc. Mot nguwoi day tham vong va toan tinh, dep trai
nhung lanh lung va tan nhan, thich pho truwong, chi yéu ban than, c6 nhiéu
ban bé nhung lai khong c6 ban than, mot dita con duwgc me cung chiéu, thich

xe €0, quan 4o...”

“Tiéu thw thoi di. Du thé nao di nita thi doan mo va dinh kién déu
khong xitng lam diéu tra vién.”
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“Ai khong xing!” Reiko cdi va dwa mat lwvom nguwoi quan gia. “Tém
lai, t0i cho rang Ezaki Tateo chinh la hung thu sat hai Kanno Yumi. Du anh
ta dang c6 bang chitng ngoai pham.”

“T6i hiéu r6i. Vay diéu tiéu thw trong cho & toi khong phai l1a tim hung
tht ma la 14t tdy bang chitng ngoai pham diang khong?”

“U. Ct cho 1a vay.”

“Vang. Toi sé xem xét vu nay theo huéng Ezaki Tateo la hung thu.
Theo do6, mau chot sé nam & bang chitng ngoai pham ma Ezaki Tateo truc
tiép khai v6i thanh tra Kazamatsuri. Cé mat tai dé va nghe 16i khai, tiéu thw
thay c6 gi la khong?”

“Chang c6 gi la ca. Anh ta néi nang rat tu tin, thong tin cu thé, khong
c6 mau thuan vé mat thoi gian. Loi khai ctia anh ta con duge chd quan lam
chitng. Mot bang chitng hoan hao. Vay t6i méi dau dau dén thé nay chi.”

Reiko chgt quay sang nhin Kageyama nhw mudn héi, Anh néi thé la co
y gi? Kageyama cui xudng, ghé sat vao tai Reiko dang ngoi trén ghé sofa va
noi ra suy nghi cia minh véi giong tram ngam, “Xin 10i tiéu thw, nhung tiéu
thuw van chang thay doi gi, van ngdc nhw moi khi... Xét theo nghia t6t.”

Reiko lam mot hoi hét riegu trong ly dé 1ay lai binh tinh.

Ra la thé, ra la thé, dung la anh ta da tién bo vugt bac trong vai tro cta
mot quan gia. Kageyama ctia nita nam tredc con goi tiéu thw la “do6 ngoc”
v&i khuén mat lanh tanh, khong chtt e ngai. Gio thi sao? Anh ta da biét nghi
t6i co chu, biét y ti* hon khi dém thém cau “Xét theo nghia t6t”. Qua xuat
sdc. Mot burdc ngoat xitng dang dugc tuyén duong. “Tén quan gia hon xwoc
kia, anh mudn tréu tirc t6i day a.”

Pat chiéc ly xuéng nhv mudn dap vd mat ban, Reiko ditng day.

“Anh mdi 1a nguwdi chang thay déi gi!”

https://thuviensach.vn



“0, toi da thém cau ‘Xét theo nghia to6t’ r6i ma. Hang ngay doi xa
khong phai véi tiéu thw, toi hoi han 1am, thé nén t6i da Iwa chon cach chi
trich nhe nhang hon, nhung tiéc la...”

“Tiéc cai gi! Anh twéng tir ‘ngodc’ do c6 ca nghia tot ha?”

“Tiéu thw ndi phai. Mong tiéu thw thir 16i.” Riéng khoan thwa gwi thi
Kageyama néi nang chang khac gi sach gido khoa, anh ta quay tré lai cau
chuyén véi vé mat nghiém nghi, “Thwa tiéu thw, vay la tiéu thuw khong thay
c6 gi la trong 10i khai cia Ezaki Tateo. Riéng vé chuyén nay thi khong thé
phu nhan rang tiéu thw rat thiéu kha nang quan sat. B&i 16i khai ctia anh ta ro
rang c6 nhitng diém bat thwong, khong tw nhién.”

“Thé ha?” Co nén con gian dit, Reiko ngoi lai ghé sofa. “Bat thwong &
cho nao?”

“Chung ta hay xem xét 10i khai caa Ezaki. Loi khai d6 dugc chia lam
hai phan. Phan mot la doan Ezaki rdi khoi cong ty lic 6 gio, gap lai ban ci
Tomooka Hiroki va duwgc ban moi vé nha an t6i, dén 7 gio 35 phut thi hai
ngwoi chia tay ¢ dwong Tachikawa. Phan hai la doan Ezaki vao quan ca phé
vao & do6 dén 9 rudi. Tiéu thu van khong thay co gi bat thwong sao?”

“Khong... hoan toan khong... Y anh 1a sa0?”

“T6i thi thiy 10i khai & phan mot ctia anh ta rat la. Loi khai vé cudc gap
g0 voi nguoi ban tén Tomooka Hiroko. C6 can phai khai phan nay khong?
Theo t6i thi khong, tiéu thw nghi sao?”

“Pung thé. Loi khai nay hoan toan v6 ich. Thoi diém xdy ra an mang
dugc cho la trong khodng tir 7 gio 45 phut dén 9 gio. Cudc gap gitra Ezaki
va Tomooka xdy ra truéc khoang thoi gian trén nén khong hé lién quan dén
vu an. Nhung biét lam sao. Tai thanh tra héi bang chitng ngoai pham tr 7
gio 45 phut dén 9 gio ma. Suy rong ra la héi vé t6i qua anh ta lam gi, ¢ dau.
Do vay, Ezaki budc phai khai cad khoang thoi gian khong lién quan gi dén vu

»

an.
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“Ra vay, tiéu thw néi dang, nhung...” Mat Kageyama anh 1én sau cap
kinh gong bac, “Nhung cé can phdi khai kj hon ca khoang thdoi gian lién
quan dén vu an?”

“Hé' '?”

“T6i thay c6 sy khac biét 16n vé lwgng théng tin gitta 10i khai phan mot
va 10i khai phan hai. Ezaki khai rang nhan vat cé tén Tomooka Hiroki la
dong nghiép cii, hién dang lam tai kho cia mot cong ty van tai. Cau ta song
mot minh tai toa nha Kotobuki gan trudng dua xe dap. Hai nguwdi dan com
rang cung nhau, cung nhau xem tran ddu dwoc truyén hinh truc tiép gitta doi
Hanshin va Hiroshima. Chwa ké Ezaki con dinh ké chi tiét vé tran dau nira.
Phai vay khong?”

~
“U’ »

“Con phan hai thi sao? Phan hai lai qua doi so sai. Tén quan la Lupan,
& d6 cé ong chi rau ram. Anh ta & d6 hai tiéng va uéng ca phé. Ezaki chi
khai c6 vay. Tai sao anh ta khéng khai nhiéu hon? Chang han nhu vé khong
khi quan, vé do tudi cua 6ng chu, rdu ctia 6ng chd, anh ta uéng may coc ca
phé, trong quan cé khach khong. Chac chan c6 rat nhiéu diéu dé khai.”

“... Co thé Ezaki khong biét khoang thoi gian nao la quan trong. Vay
nén vo tinh khai phan mot chi tiét hon thoi...”

“Khong dau thwa tiéu thw.” Kageyama gio tay phai 1én dé gat di. “Hung
tht chac chan 1a Ezaki Tateo. Ching ta dang suy luan theo huwéng nay. Néu
Ezaki Tateo la hung thd, chang phdi anh ta la nguwdi biét rd nhat thoi diém
gdy an hay sao? Anh ta thtra biét 10i khai vé khoang thdi gian nao méi la
quan trong.”

“Thi diing 1a thé...”

“Vay ma anh ta chi khai qua loa vé khoang thoi gian tir 7 gio 45 phit
dén 9 gio — khoang thoi gian gay an. Trong khi lai khai rat chi tiét vé khoang
thoi gian chang lién quan gi t6i vu an. Sy khac biét nay bat nguon tir dau?”
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“...” Reiko im lang cho doi Kageyama.

“Can gi phai nghi. Ly do Ezaki khai qua loa vé khodng thdi gian & quan
Lupan vi anh ta khong chi trong dén khodng thoi gian d6. Anh ta chu trong
t6i khoang thoi gian trwdc d6 nén mdéi khai chi tiét vé cudc gdp go voi
Tomooka.”

“Poi da. Y anh 1a cht trong t6i khoang thdi gian gdy an thuc sy!? Thoi
gian gdy an thuc sy la tir 6 gio dén 7 gio 35 phit — khi Ezaki va Tomooka &
cung nhau!?”

“Vang.” Kageyama cui dau 1é phép. “Néu dwa vao két qua kham
nghiém thi c6 thé thu hep dwoc la tir 7 gio dén 7 gio 35.”

“Nhung thé thi la qua. Lic 7 rwdi, chi Matsubara Hisako song & tang 1
khu nha Wakaba Corp & Kokubunji con trong thdy Kanno Yumi co ma. Tw
d6 dén Tachikawa it nhat cling phai mat 15 phut. Gia stt Kanno c6 bi sat hai
ngay khi vira dén Tachikawa di nita thi thoi diém gay an cling phai sau 7 gio
45 phut.”

“Tiéu thw néi ding. Vay chi cé thé nghi theo hwdéng nay. Loi khai cua
Matsubara Hisako khong dung su that.”

“Ha!” Reiko nhd lai hinh anh Matsubara Hisako v&i mai toc xu. “Nghia
la sao? Chi Matsubara Hisako nhan Kanno Yumi vdi ai a? Khong thé duoc.
Chi ta khai trong r6 mat Kanno Yumi co ma.”

“Matsubara Hisako khong nhin nham hay twéng nham. Chi ta biét
tredc canh sat sé dén nén chuan bi 10i khai gid. Nhung chi ta khong phai la
hung tha. Hung thu la Ezaki Tateo. Chung ta dang suy luan theo hudng nay.”

“Tai sao Matsubara Hisako lai n6i doi canh sat khi ban than khong phai
la hung thua?”

“Van dé ¢ cho dé. N6i doi 6 nhiéu loai, chang han dung 16i khai gia dé
khién canh sét tin rang mot nguwdi dang & Tachikawa c6 mat tai Kokubunji.
To6i nghi tiéu thw biét cach goi thong thuwong caa kiéu néi doi nay.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Reiko biét. Néu khéng mudén néi la qua quen.

“T6i khong biét cach goi thong thuwong la gi nhung canh sat goi do la
tao bang chitng ngoai pham gia.”

“Cach goi théng thuwong cling giong nhuw vay. Muc dich la tranh cho
hung thua bi nghi ngo.”

“U. Nhung sao? Matsubara Hisako 1a dong pham ctia Ezaki a?”

“Khong, dong pham tao bang chitng ngoai pham gid cho Ezaki la
Tomooka Hiroki. Con Matsubara Hisako tao bang chitng ngoai pham gia
cho ai? Ai sé la ngudi dwgc Matsubara Hisako lam chitng rang khong c6 mat
tai noi xay ra an mang?”’

Kageyama dung lai treée khi ndi ra cai tén.
“La Kanno Yumi.”
“H4a?” Qua bat ngo, Reiko khong thot ra dugce 101 nao.

“Theo 101 khai ctia Matsubara Hisako thi luc 7 rwgi, Kanno Yumi van &
Kokubunji. Néu vu giét ngudi ¢ Tachikawa cling xdy ra vao thoi diém do thi
Kanno sé khéng bi nghi ngo vi da c6 bang chitng ngoai pham. Day la kiéu
tao bang chitng gia kha tho6 so, thong qua théa thuan miéng gitra hung thu va
tong pham. Hiéu qua hay khong thi chwa biét nhung du sao ciing chi la
nghiép du...”

“Anh dang no6i gi thé... Kanno Yumi la nan nhan ch khéng phéi hung
tha...”

“Khong dau thva tiéu thw, Kanno Yumi vira 1a nan nhén vira 1a hung
tha. T6i qua, sau khi ban bac v&i Matsubara Hisaki vé bang chitng ngoai
pham gid, Kanno da di gap Ezaki Tateo, nguwdi dang tam rii bo minh, dé tra
thu. Nhung...”

Kageyama khé thd dai r6i buon ba két thiic.
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“Nhung Kanno Yumi lai bi chinh Ezaki Tateo ra tay sat hai.”
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7

“Vu nay la mot vu giét ngwoi tra thu rat dién hinh. Nhuwng tinh cd lai cé
vai hiéu lam khién chuyén nay tré nén phic tap...”

No6i xong, Kageyama lan lwgt gidi thich vé vu an.

“Matsubara Hisako khai da trong thdy Kanno Yumi vao lic 7 ruGi toi,
trén thuc té , ldc d6 Kanno Yumi dang & tang 3 hodc tang 4 toa nha Gondo,
Tachikawa. Do dugc Kanno nhan tin hen gap nén Ezaki Tateo cling c6 mat
tai d6. Kanno dinh dung dao dam Ezaki Tateo nhung vi d6i phuong 1a dan
ong nén co da bi chong tra. Két cuc la Kanno Yumi bi cuwdp vii khi va chét
dwéi ban tay ctia Ezaki. Con Ezaki, ké sat nhan ngoai y muén da bé tron
ngay khoi hién truong.”

“Mang theo ca hung khi lan dién thoai di dong ctia nan nhan. Sau do
anh ta lam gi?”

“Muoi phat sau, khoang 7 gio 40 phut, Ezaki c6 mat tai quan Lupan.
Anh ta ¢ do6 chirng hai tiéng va udng ca phé. Viéc nay khép véi 10i khai cta
Ezaki va ong chu rau ram. Ngoi tai Lupan, Ezaki suy nghi vé ké hoach
twong lai. Anh ta da giét Kanno Yumi. Nhung ngwoi vung dao truwée la
Kanno Yumi. Day c6 thé la tredng hop phong vé chinh dang. Nhung du trén
luat phap, anh ta c6 vo t6i di nita thi viéc giét nguwdi van la co that. Day sé la
vét seo 16n d6i vdi ngudi cé y dinh cwdi con gai mot quan chirc dé tién than
nhw Ezaki. Nhiéu kha nang chuyén hon sy sé tan thanh may khéi. Sau khi
tinh toan ky lwdng, Ezaki chon cach khong cong bo sy that. Nhung im lang
thoi thi khong da. Truedc sau gi canh sat cling phat hién ra moi quan hé giita
Ezaki va Kanno Yumi. Viéc bi canh sat nghi ngo la khong thé tranh khéi. Do
do, Ezaki tinh t6i phuong an phong vé.”

“Bang cach tao bang chitng ngoai pham gia.”

“Vang. Viec chitng minh c6 mat tai quan Lupan khong kho. Cai kho la
anh ta khong c6 bang chitng ngoai pham trong khodng thoi gian truéc khi
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t6i Lupan, titc la tredc 7 rudi — thoi diém gay an. Ezaki roi quan Lupan va
t6i nha Tomooka. Sau khi giai thich sy viéc, anh ta dwa cho Tomooka it tién
dé nho gitup. Ly do chon Tomooka la dong pham chu yéu la vi Tomooka
song ngay gan Lupan. Hai ngudi ban bac va théng nhat dugc bang chitng
ngoai pham gia. Do chinh la cau chuyeéen gap lai ban ct khi vira ra khoi cong
ty. Cau chuyén nay gan nhu dam bdo rang Ezaki c6 bang chitng ngoai pham
t Idc roi khoi cong ty cho tGi 9 rudi — thoi diém roi khoi Lupan. Anh ta
nham di nham lai cau chuyén dé ghi nhé trong dau.”

“M0ot si chuan bi rat chu dao, sau do6 anh ta chi viéc doi canh sat tGi lay
16i khai.”

“Sang dén hom nay. Thi thé cia Kanno Yumi dwgc phat hién vao lic
sang sém, cudc diéu tra bat dau. Tt 10i khai cia Eda Natsuki — c6 sinh vién
song & Wakaba Corp — Ezaki Tateo noi 1én nhw mot nghi can. Tiéu thu va
thanh tra Kazamatsuri ciing 1ay 16i khai cia Matsubara Hisako song & tang
1, dén day thi ndy sinh van dé. Pa c6 mot sy hiéu lam ky la gitta hai bén,
tiéu thu nhan ra khong?”

“H4, gi co, hiéu lam!?”

“Theo nhu tiéu thw ké thi c6 vé Matsubara Hisako mé&i nga day, chay
v0i ra m@ clra, hoi thd day mui regu. Nghia 1a chi ta uéng regu va nga dén
gan trua. Co thé tai hom nay la thit Bay nén chi ta khong phai di lam thém.
C6 khach dén, chi ta m& ctra va gap ngay cac diéu tra vién. Diéu tra vién héi
chi ta vé Kanno Yumi. Chi ta ngam nghi va hiéu ra chuyén gi. Khong, néi
dung hon la gia bo hiéu thoi. Vi chi ta da khai ngay khi chwa bi héi, T6i cé
trong thdy co6 ay toi qua.”

“A, ra thé! Matsubara Hisako hiéu nham muc dich cta cudc viéng
tham.”

“Vang. Diéu tra vién dang héi vé Kanno Yumi — c6 gai bi séat hai.
Nhung Matsubara Hisako lai nghi khac. Chi ta chwa biét 1a Kanno Yumi bi
giét. Chi ta twéng diéu tra vién dang hoi vé Kanno Yumi — ngudi bi tinh nghi
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giét Ezaki Tateo. Do dd, theo ding ké hoach, chi ta khai bang chithg ngoai
pham dé chitng minh Kanno Yumi v6 t0i.”

“MGt bang chitng hoan toan vo nghia vi duwong su da chét.”

“Vang. Nhung Matsubara Hisako khong hé hay biét. Chi khi dugc
thanh tra Kazamatsuri thong bao rang Kanno Yumi bi sat hai, chi ta m&i biét
la minh nham. Nhung mudn mat r6i, chi ta da khai xong bang chitng ngoai
pham. Chi ta khong thé rut lai 16i néi doi. S¢ qua nén chi ta choi day day
rang minh quen biét Kanno Yumi dé mong sém két thic cudc noéi chuyén
v6i diéu tra vién.”

“T6i va thanh tra Kazamatsuri da tin 10i khai dé. Sau khi kiém tra thoi
gian di chuyén tr Kobubunji t¢i Tachikawa, ching t6i cho rang thoi gian
gdy an nam trong khodng ttr 7 gid 45 phat dén 9 gio.”

San khiu chuyén sang can ho ctia Ezaki Tateo. Thanh tra Kazamatsuri
héi Ezaki vé bang chitng ngoai pham. Ezaki khai ngay bang chitng ngoai
pham da dan xép vdi Tomooka Hiroki. Nhung diéu nay hoa ra lai thiva. Tiéu
thu hiéu y t6i ch&? Vang, bdi dau can dén bang chitng ngoai pham gia. Chi
ndi viéc anh ta c6 mat tai quan Lupan tir 7 gio 40 phut dén 9 gio da la qua
du.”

“Tai ching t6i tin rang thoi gian hung tht gay an nam trong khoang
thoi gian do.”

“Vang. C6 nam mo Ezaki cling khong twdng twgng duge lai c6 mot
bang chitng ngoai pham hoan hdo danh cho anh ta. Chinh vi thé, anh ta say
swa ké vé bang chitng ngoai pham gid ctia minh. Anh ta con cho rang
khoang thdi gian d6 m@i quan trong. Két qua la 10i khai bi mat can bang,
nghiéng han vé phan mét. Pa c6 mét 16 hong nhé trong ké hoach cia anh

»

ta.

Kageyama ditng lai. Reiko thd dai r6i hgp ngum ruwgu dé c¢6 hong do
kho.
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“Nguoi 1ap muu lai chét vi muu. Thao nao khi nhan ra minh cé bang
chitng ngoai pham, Ezaki vui nhung lai hoi bdi rdi. Anh ta vui vi cé dugc
bang chitng ngoai pham nhwng lai boi r6i vi c6 duwgc theo cach khong giong
nhuw mong doi.”

“Vang. Bén day thi anh ta hiéu rang minh khong can phai khai bang
chitng ngoai pham gia va thay héi han. Thwa tiéu thu...”

“Sao co?” Ngbi ¢ ghé sofa, Reiko dwa méat nhin Kageyama.
“Tiéu thw dang uéng rwgu, viéc nay on chi?”

“U.” Cam ly rugu trén tay, Reiko cam thdy cyc ky phan chan. “Cau do
da giai xong, ching ta sé xa lang mot bita, m& han chai Dom Perignon di.
Anh cling uéng luén nhé?”

“Y t6i khong phai vay.” Kageyama cti xudng v6i Reiko béng giong v
cung lich sy, “Xin 16i tiéu thw, y cda t6i 1a, su6t tir nay, tiéu thw vo tw nga
minh trén ghé sofa, udng ti ti thit regu dat tién, coi nhuw vu an dén day la két
thuc, tiéu thw thay lam vay la 6n u?”

Cach! Dat chiéc ly xuéng ban, Reiko bat day, hét 1én nhv muon chitng
t6 uy quyén ctia mot tiéu thu. “Kageyama, anh nhac lai xem nao!”

“V6 tw nga minh trén ghé sofa, uong ti ti thit regu dat tién...”

“Anh khong can phai néi hai lan! Mot 1an cling khong!” Tuy titc va xau
ho, nhung Reiko van thay hoi lo nén hoi Kageyama, “Thi sao nao? Toi
khong dwgc phép thu gian va uéng rugu a? Vu an gidi quyét xong roi con
gi!”

“Khong dau thwa tiéu thw. D6 chi 1a ly thuyét. Trong lic ching ta dang

tranh cdi thi vu 4n van dang dién ra. Tiéu thw chwa hiéu sao?”

“Ha, gi co, téi chang hiéu gi ca. Cai gi van dang dién ra?”
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“Tiéu thu nghi di.” Giong Kageyama nghiém tic hon thuong 1€. “Vé
Matsubara Hisako. C6 ay biét viéc Kanno Yumi lén ké hoach sat hai Ezaki
Tateo. B&i c6 ay la dong pham tao bang chitng ngoai pham gia. Nhung hom
nay thi c6 ay biét rang ké hoach d6 da that bai va Kanno Yumi bij giét. Ai da
giét Kanno Yumi? Matsubara Hisako la nguoi duy nhat nhin ra ngay cau tra
loi. Kanno Yumi da bi tra thu.”

“A!” Pung roi. Néu la Matsubara Hisako thi sé nhin ra ngay cau tra 10i.
Chang can dén kha nang suy luan xuat ching hay tai quan sat, cling chang
can dén diéu tra vién hay quan gia. “Matsubara Hisako biét Ezaki Tateo giét
Kanno Yumi dé tra thu.”

“Tiéu thw nhd lai xem. Khi hoi Ezaki vé bang chitng ngoai pham, thanh
tra Kazamatsuri da ké rang mot chi song cung khu nha trong thdy Kanno
Yumi lic 7 rudi. Ezaki la nguwoi duy nhat biét chi kia dang no6i déi. Bai anh
ta — ngwoi sat hai Kanno Yumi tai Tachikawa biét r6 hon ai hét rang Kanno
Yumi khong thé c6 mat & Kokubunji vao lic 7 ruGi. Anh ta nghi sao vé
nguwoi phu nt khai khong dung sy that voi canh sat?”

“O! Pting nhv anh suy luan! Ezaki phét hién ra ngay chi kia 1a dong
pham dirng ding ra lam chitng cho Kanno Yumi. Nghia la...”

Reiko hét lén, “Nghia la, Ezaki Tateo biét chi kia biét chuyén Ezaki

'”

Tateo tra thu Kanno Yumi! Troi oi, rac roi qua
“Vang, rac roi nhung kha nang do rat cao.”

Néu vay, Ezaki sé tré thanh nhan vat cic ky nguy hiém cho Matsubara
Hisako. Chi bang 10i khai ciia chi ma chan twéng vu giét ngudi tra thu bi dwa
ra anh sang. Ezaki khong thé ng6i yén don nhan viéc nay.

“Nhung!? Ezaki dau biét nguwdi phu nit kia la Matsubara Hisako....”

Viéc nay thi lién quan gi. O Wakaba Corp hién chi c6 ¢6 sinh vién va
ngwoi phu nit kia sinh song nén khong thé c6 chuyén nham muc tiéu. Reiko
rung minh.
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“T6i hiéu y anh r6i. Pung la gio khong phai lic vo tw thd minh trén
sofa, uéng ti ti thit rwgu dat tién, coi nhw vu an da dugc giai quyét.”

Rét c6 thé Ezaki Tateo dang trén duong t6i Kokubunji hong bit miéng
Matsubara Hisako. Ngay lap tic, Reiko ra 1énh cho nguwoi day t¢ trung
thanh.

“Kageyama, chuan bi xe nao chay nhanh nhat cho t6i! Ferrari ciing
dwoc, mau lén!”

bung ldc ay, dién thoai dé trén ban cia Reiko do6 chudng. Linh cam c6
chuyén chang lanh, Reiko nhin vao man hinh thi thdy ngwoi goi la thanh tra
Kazamatsuri. Reiko dwa mat bdo Kageyama dgi mot chut réi bat may. Giong
thanh tra & bén kia dau day cang thang hon han moi khi.

“C0 Hosho. Toi day. Xay ra chuyén 16n r6i. Chuyén lién quan dén vu
an hom nay.”

“Vang... vang... Matsubara Hisako... bi thwong nang... hién dang &
Bénh vién Canh sat... Vay a... vang, t0i sé t6i ngay... Hen gdp anh sau...”

Keét thic cudc dam thoat ngan gon, Reiko quay sang Kageyama, dua ra
ménh 1énh mai.

“Khong dung Ferrari nita, chuan bi cho t6i chiéc Limousine nhw moi
khi.”

“Co chuyén gi vay?” Kageyama ban khoan hoi. “Théng bao khan tw
thanh tra Kazamatsuri a?”

“U. Nha ctia Matsubara Hisako & Wakaba Corp bi trom dot nhap.”

“La Ezaki Tateo day. C6é phai Matsubara Hisako bi thirong nang, dang
dugc dwa téi bénh vién khong?”

Thay mat Kageyama sa sam lai, Reiko c6 nén cudi triede khi noéi ra sy
that.
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“Khong, ngwoi dugc chd tGi bénh vién la Ezaki Tateo. T6i nay
Matsubara Hisako lai uéng rwgu, chi dy da lay chai rwgu 1,8 lit danh tra
Ezaki Tateo tay cam dao.”

Dung la khong ai khée bang phu nit say. Reiko van con chwa hét ngac
nhién thi Kageyama khé mim cuoi.

“Vay la Ezaki Tateo da bi trad thu. Chang con gi tuyét hon thé.”

Kk ek

https://thuviensach.vn



Cau chuyén thit hai:
Pirng dé quén mi khi giét nguoi

1
D6 1a m6t budi chiéu gitta thang Mudi, khong khi mua thu bat dau tran
vé cac ngd pho, day lui thang Chin néng nwc nhw thé mua he c6 thém hiép
phu. Con gdai 6ng cht Tap doan Hosho — “tiéu thw dai cac” Hosho Reiko
dang trén duwong t6i trung tam thanh phé Kunitachi.

Chiéc vay ngan mau dé khién canh may rau trén dwong khong thé roi
mat khéi c6. C6 ké tao togn con dinh san dén bat chuyén. Nhuwng sy c6 mat
cia nguwoi dan 6ng trong bd vest sam mau luén theo sat Reiko nhu chiéc
bong da khong cho phép ho.

Nguoi ddm nhan cac vai tro 1ai xe, vé si, khuan vac va ghi phiéu bién
nhan khi di mua sam nay la Kageyama — qudn gia ctia gia dinh Hosho.

Tt Pai 16 Pai hoc, Reiko va Kageyama ré vao mot ngd nhé roi dirng lai
tredc mot cira hang. Nhin bé ngoai, ctra hang vdi rang thuong xuan bam trén
twong trong kha cii ky. Canh ctra go nang né. Tam bién bang dong treo trudc
ctra ghi, “CLOCHE”.

Reiko chi vao dong chit viét theo 16i bay bong va giai thich v6i vé am

>y »

hiéu, “Tw cloche trong tiéng Phap c6 nghia la ‘qua chuodng’.

Noi xong, c6 quay sang mim cwoi tinh nghich véi nguoi quan gia,
“Pay la ctta hang ban chuéng. Anh thay hay khéng?”

Nét mat Kageyama khong hé thay doi, anh ding ngén tay day chiéc
kinh gong bac lén va néi, “Cira hang ban mi. Tt cloche con c6 nghia la mi
hinh qua chudng. Lam gi cé chuyén tiéu thw sit dung ngay nghi hiém hoi nay
dé di mua chuong.”
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“Phai r6i.” Bi cut hitng, Reiko chi vao mat ngudi quan gia dang ghét,
“Nay anh kia, t6i néi dia ma anh ciing khong hua theo ‘O hay nhi’ dwogc
sao? Chang 1€ t6i dua nhat nhéo thé?”

“T6i khong hé c6 ¥ d6. Nhung dé huia theo ‘O hay nhi’ thi...”

Thdy Kageyama c6 vé kho xit, Reiko cling ngudi ngoai phan nao.
Kageyama tién lén trudc, day ctra giip Reiko.

Buéc vao ctra hang la budc sang mot thé gidi khac. Tt hé thong chiéu
sang gian tiép, luéng anh sang ém diu lan téa khap gian phong day ap du cac
thé loai mi.

“Qi chi Reiko!” M6t co gai tré chay ra chao Reiko.

Co mdc chiéc 4o so mi trang, vay ké caro, bén ngoai khoac do len méng
mau xanh nhat, dau doi mi len trang. C6 la Fujisaki Miu, con gai duy nhat
cua ba chu ctra hang.

Von la khach hang quen nén Reiko va Miu — nguoi thira ké doi thi hai
cta ctra hang — biét nhau tir lau.

Trong thay Reiko, Fujisaki Miu nhdy 1én ding ba lan, vui mirng nhw
thé chd tho trong thdy mit tring.

“Chi dén day a! Lau roi chang thidy chi dén nén em lo qua. Cong viéc
ban qua ha chi?”

“U, ciing ban. Ching c6 lic nao dé mua sidm. Ci¢ trung binh mot thdng
lai xdy ra mot vu giét ngudi & thanh phd Kunitachi.”

Nguoi than nhién thot ra nhitng t* nglt gdy chan dong vira roi hién la
diéu tra vién caa S& Canh sat Kunitachi.

Reiko chon cong viéc it tiéu thw nha giau nao chon. Tuy nhién, viéc
hang ngay dong vai mot diéu tra vién, gidu di than phan con gai mot nha tai
phiét mang lai cho c6 rat nhiéu hitng khai. Biéu duy nhat khién c6 khong hai
long la viéc khong thé trung dién khi di lam.
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“Chi ct xem thoai mai nhé. Pay la ai thé chi?”

Miu nhin Kageyama day canh giac. Pay la lan dau tién Miu gap
Kageyama. Sau khi dugc Reiko gidi thiéu, hai nguwdi cti dau chao, sat dén
noi suyt nita thi dap tran vao nhau.

Nhu swc nhé ra diéu gi, Miu chay voi ra ctta, 1at ngugc tdm bang
“OPEN” treo dang trwdc. Trong nhay mat, ctta hang CLOCHE chuyén sang
trang thai “CLOSED”. Pang ban ngay nén day chi la dong cwa tam thaoi.

“Em khong can lam thé dau. Chi ngai lam.”

“Khong sao, khong sao.” Miu xua tay. “Me em dang di ldy hang, em
chi trong thay thoi, véi lai du sao thi chi Reiko ciling la con vit béo nhat, a
khong, khach hang tiém nang nhat ctia ctra hang ma!”

“Ha!?” Reiko c6 cam giac nhu vira nghe tén mot loai chim di cw khong
ton tai.

Thay Reiko nhin minh thac mac, con gai ba chu ctta hang voi tiép 16i
nham khoa 1ap sy im lang.

“Hom... h6m nay em c6 rat nhiéu loai miti mudn gigi thiéu véi chi.
Toan kiéu dep, rat hgp v6i mua nay. Dgi em di lay nhé.” No6i xong, Miu di
vao bén trong.

“Fujisaki Miu sg¢ chay mat r6i.”

Khi nao co ta quay lai, minh phai hoi cho ra nhé xem co6 ta c6 y gi khi
goi minh la “con vit béo”.

Quyét tam la thé nhung con gian ctia Reiko khong kéo dai duwgc lau. Ly
do 1a nhitng chiéc mii Miu dem ra da danh thitc ngay chitng nghién mua sam
cua Reiko.

O goc ctra hang c6 ké mot bo ban ghé. C6é m6t chiéc ban réng va mot
chiéc den kiéu c6. Trén ban bay rat nhiéu mi, tir nhitng chiéc mii c6 dién
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duyén dang cho téi nhitng chiéc mi théng dung méi nhat. Ngoi trén ghé
sofa, Reiko thé dai, “Thé nay thi lam vit béo ciing dang....”

Reiko 16a mat dén noi khong y thitc dwgc minh vira néi gi.

Cam nhan dwgc moi nguy hiém, Kageyama ghé vao tai Reiko nhac
nho.

“Thua tiéu thw, tiéu thw 6n chi?”
“Ha? Anh khong phdi lo.”

Reiko rat thich mii. Tham chi c6 con cho rang chi c6 mii méi dem lai
niém vui cho phu nit. Ni¥ trang, do 16ng thq, ti xach cling rat hap dan Reiko
nhung that ngac nhién, véi co, ching chi la phu kién thong thwong. Theo
Reiko, nhitng chiéc mii rong vanh gan 16ng chim diéc bach, mii hinh qua
chuong trang tri hoa hong nhung, mii nan that ruy bang hong... méi la th
tao ra sy khac biét. Sé khong ngoa néu goi day la su tiéu dung siéu hoang
phi. Béi 1é & dat nwdc nay, tuy c6 chd dé mua mii 16ng chim nhwng lai chiang
c6 cho nao dé doi ching. S¢ Canh sat Kunitachi lai cang khong.

Nhung Reiko van mua mii. Tai sao?
Bai bl nguoi ta ban mi! Reiko dap.

Do do6, khong phai la vit béo nhung véi kha nang tv duy hién da xuéng
mitc ngang bang mot con vit, Reiko tém lay ngay mot chi€c mii chang khac
gi con vit nhin thdy dong thitc an.

“Cai nay dep qua!” Reiko doi thtr chiéc mii nhung c6 vién dang ten
mau den 1én dau roéi quay sang héi Kageyama, “Anh thay thé nao? Cé hop
v0i toi khong?”

“Rat dep. Rat hgp vdi tiéu thu. Chiéc mii lam toat 1én vé cao quy cta
tiéu thw.”

“Cai nay cling dugc chit?” Reiko dat cau hoi twong tw vdi chiéc mii
phét c6 gan ruy bang xanh.
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“Rat hgp vai tiéu thw. Sang trong nhung cling khong kém phan 1ong
lay.”

“Thé con cai nay?” Mot chiéc mii bé ré mau da lac da dwoc lam bang
1ong hoda hoc.

“Rat hgp. Vtra dang yéu lai vira thong dung...”

“Cai nay thi sao?” Mot chiéc mii cat két bang da thuéc mau den.
“Rat hgp.”

“Con cai nay?” Mot chiéc mii thg san ké ca r6.

“Rat hop.”

“Con cai nay?” Mot chiéc chao dén lam bang vai chwa nhuom.

“Vang, toi cling thay hop.”

(13 »

(13 »

Reiko im lang mot ldc roi dwa ra quyét dinh, “Chi sé 1ay cai nay. Bao
nhiéu tién ha em?”

Miu boi r6i nhin chao dén Reiko dua.
“Chi Reiko, ctra hang em khong ban cai nay. Vi day khong phai la ma.”

“Chi biét. Nhung quén gia cua chi bdo cai nay — titc céai chao dén nay —
hop véi dau chi. Nghia la dau chi giong cai bong den.”

“Hu.” Kageyama khé ho r6i tim cach thanh minh, “Thwa tiéu thw, y toi
la... y t6i la... khong, khong c6 gi ca...”

Ngay cad Kageyama cling khong biét thanh minh thé nao trong tinh
hudng nay.
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Thdy Kageyama cui gap dau ta 16i, Reiko rong lwgng tha thit, “Thoi
dwgc roi, chuyén do dé sau...”

Reiko trd chao dén vé cho cili r6i quay sang nhin Miu v&i anh mat
nghiém nghi,

“Hom nay chi dén day khong phéai dé mua mi. Chi dén la vi muén héi
y kién em vé mot vu an chi dang tham gia. Khong biét em c6 thé gitp chi
dugc khong?”

“Em rat san sang nhung em c6 thé giap chi u?”

“Tat nhién. Mot vu an c6 lién quan dén mii. Chi sé ké chi tiét cho em.
May qua, hién ctra hang chi c6 moi ching ta...”

Né6i xong, nhu syc nhé ra diéu gi, Reiko lén giong, “Kageyama, anh
khong can nghe dau. Vi khong phai tdi dang héi y kién anh. Néu chang may
c6 phan nao lot vao tai thi anh ¢t bé qua.”

Kageyama gat dau t6 y rang minh da hiéu, “Vang, thua tiéu thw. Moi
hai nguoi tw nhién. Toi sé gia vo nghe ma nhv khong nghe.”

Sau khi liéc mat kiém tra ngudi quan gia, Reiko bat dau ké vé vu an ky
la...
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Do 1a bubi sang thit Bay cach day hai tuan, titc ngay 3 thang Muoi. Mot
cO gai dwgc phat hién tir vong trong tw thé bat thwong tai mot can nha ci
cach ga Yaho, tuyén Nambu, phia Nam thanh ph6é Kunitachi chirng vai phut
di bo.

Nhan dugc thong bao, Reiko t6i ngay hién treong.

Can nha hai tang vdi ctta cuén che kin gan nhw toan bo tang 1 trong
vira giong nha kho lai vira giong gara 6 t6. Nhwng néu quan sat ky sé thay
day khong phai la gara. Trén tdm bién hiéu da v& van doc dugc dong Xudng
0 to6 Yoneyama, ngoai ra trén ctta cuon cling son dong chit Chuyén stra chira
0 to. Pay c6 vé la mot xuwdng stra chita da dong cwa.

Gian di trong bo vest den va cap kinh khéng s6 gong den, Reiko buéc
vao nha xudng bé hoang duwédi sy hwéng dan cua canh séat tuan tra. C6 mot
canh ctta khac nom nhu ctta phu bén canh ctta cuén. Sau canh ctra la mot
khoang khong gian lanh léo, trong rong véi bon bitc twong bé tong. Dong
may moc phé thai xép ¢ géc nha cung mui dau may dinh dwdi san la dau tich
cho thay noi day tirng la mot xwdng stta chira 6 to.

“Chao tiéu thu.”

Giong néi vang 1én sat bén tai Reiko khién c6 khé kéu “A” r6i ngoanh
lai, tay lam lam ci ddm moc, san sang giang thang vao mat doéi phuwong.
Suyt nita thi tiéu. Reiko v0i gidu tay ra sau lung, mim cuwdi ngwgng nghiu,
“Chao thanh tra.”

Khéng 1o thanh tra Kazamatsuri nghi thé nao vé nu cudi cia Reiko, chi
biét, anh dap lai bang nu cuwdi twoi hét cd.

“M0Gt co gai chét trong tw thé bat thwong tai gara. T6i c6 cam giac day
la vu giét ngwoi.”

“Thwa thanh tra, day khong phai la gara. Pay la xwdng sua chiva 6 t0.”
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“Thé ha? T6i két luan voi vang qua. Tai cho nay giong hét gara & tu gia
Kazamatsuri. That ra, gara nha t6i rong gap doi thé nay co, & do co ba chiéc
Jaguar, hai chiéc Lotus, Benz, BMW, Volvo, Citroen...”

Nguoi dang thao thao bat tuyét kia la con trai nha sang lap hang 6 to
noi tiéng Kazamatsuri Motors. Goi cho van vé thi anh ta la mot cong tur.
Reiko bo ngoai tai cau chuyén cua thanh tra. Boi gara trong dinh thy nha
Hosho con rong gap ba lan gara anh ta dang tw khoe. C6 ly do dé khong cé
chiéc Jaguar nao trong dé nhung chuyén nay ban sau...

Reiko va thanh tra di 1én tang 2 bang cau thang sat. Lén tGi noi, dap
vao mat hai nguwdi la mot canh twgng khong thé nghi la c6 & mot xuwdng siva
chita 0 t0 bo hoang.

Trén tang 2, san nha cling duwgc trdi bé tong giong nhw tang 1. Nhung
tang 2 lai c6 mot s6 do noi that nhw giwong, ban... C6 ca mot gian bép, tuy
hoi nho & trong géc. Tran nha treo chum dén khong ré 1a sach hay ban. Co
cd cita s6. Réem ctta mau hong nén c6 thé hinh dung can phong tap chung
nay la cua ntt gidi.

“Tang 2 cia nha xuéng bo hoang dwoc cai tao thanh noi &. Trong cling
sang trong day chit.”

Tiéc la can phong sang trong nay hién gid toan la cadc ga canh sat qué
mua. Anh dén flash cta ddi khdm nghiém nhdy lién tuc, canh sat tuan tra di
lai 1do nhao. Reiko va thanh tra Kazamatsuri diwge dan tGi mot phong nhé
canh nha vé sinh, ttc phong tam. N6i chinh x4c thi day la phong tam duogc
xdy lién v&i nha vé sinh.

Mot khong gian dac biét, khac han véi phong tam thwong thdy & cac
gia dinh.

Chinh giita phong tam lat gach men la mot bon tam s trang hinh bau
duc. Nhung khong phai loai bon tdm binh thudng. Mot bon tim kiéu Au véi
chan d& hinh chit S dwgc cham tr6 cau ky. N6i cho dé hiéu thi day la kiéu
bon tam cac c6 dao Marilyn Monroe, Brigitte Bardot trén man anh thuong
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nam do va khoe ra cap chan dai goi tinh tir dam bot xa phong. Ngoai cac bo
phim Hollywood c6 dién, Reiko chi trong thay kiéu bén tam nay tai dinh thy
Hosho.

Voi nwdéc ma vang ruc rd. Nap cta 10 xa nwdc ¢ ddy bon lam bang cao
su mau den nhung sgi day xich néi lai ma vang. Voi hoa sen dugc thiét ké
giong dau ran ho mang. Tat ca déu toat lén vé kéch com.

Trong bon, mot c6 gai khoa than chim trong nuwéc.

“Cha, c6 vé nhu co ta bi chét dudi... Pa xac dinh dugc nhan than
chwa?”

Mot diéu tra vién c6 mat tai hién trwong tir trwde tra 10i cau héi cua
thanh tra.

“Nguoi chét 1a Kamioka Miki, 26 tudi. Co ta dang song tai day. Nguoi
phat hién vu viéc la Kubosa Nae, ban bang tudi vdi Kamioka Miki.”

Thanh tra gat dau va nhin vao bon tam. Nhwng anh mat anh chi dirng &
thi thé nan nhan ching mot gidy ré6i huwéng ngay lén tran nha. Anh nhin
xuong lan th hai nhung r6i lai quay ngay sang nhin twong. Lan thi ba lai 1a
tran nha. C thé, mat thanh tra dao lién hoi trong khong gian nhé hep.

“?” Truwdc hanh dong ky quac cia cap trén, Reiko hoi, “Thanh tra bi
lam sao a?”

“Ha?” Thanh tra khit khit mdi. “Nhin chdam cham vao phu nit khoa
than, lai con treédc mat c6 Hosho nita, qua that la...”

“Thanh tra néi gi thé!” Reiko hét 1én. “Pirng khién t6i nghi xau vé anh.
Anh nhin qua loa nhu thé thi sao ma diéu tra dwgc. Anh cit nhin thodi mai
di, khong sao dau.”

“Co bao nhin thodi mai ha?” Tuy bat ngd tredc cdu néi ctia Reiko
nhung thanh tra tran tinh dwgc ngay, anh bao, “Pwoc r6i, téi sé lam nhw c6
néi. Nhung dirng nghi xau vé toi day nhé.”
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“Vang!” Bai toi nghi xau vé anh tir 1au r6i!
Pugc Reiko dong y, thanh tra ghé sat vao thi thé khéa than cua nan

nhan. Bing dang sau, Reiko ciing cham chu quan sat.

Kamioka Miki chét trong tu thé lung dwa vao thanh bon, chan tho ra
ngoai. Gwong mat khong trang diém nhwng trong van xinh. Méi téc nhudém
nau dai cham vai. Bau nguc cang tron. Khong thiy cé vét thwong nao trén
lan da trang ngan ctia phan co thé nho 1én khoi mat nwdce. Cling khong c6 vét
dam hay danh vao dau. Ca vét tich bi siét c6 cling khong.

“Khong 1o co ta chét vi nguyén nhan gi. Ty nhién chang?”
Pung la trong Kamioka Miki nhw thé bi chét dudi trong bon tam.

Van chia quan sat dugc nita dudi cda thi thé. Ly do la phan d6 dang
chim trong ddm bot mau trang sita.

Mau nuéc va bot c6 vé la do sita tam. C6 mot goi sita tam dung dé dé
trong chiéc hop nhé dung xa phong va dau g6i. Sau khi kiém tra, thanh tra
Kazamatsuri vieon nguwdi, miéng lam bam, “Giong loai téi dang dung...”

“Sira tam?”
“Khong, bon tam. Giong hét cai trong phong tam cua t6i.”

Twdng twong canh thanh tra Kazamatsuri tao dang ggi tinh trong chiéc
bon tam day bot cé chan do hinh chi¥ S, Reiko thay rung ca minh. Sao anh ta
c6 thé néi nhitng chuyén chang an nhap vdi hoan canh thé nay!

Khéng mdy may nhan ra thai d6 ctia nhan vién cap dudi, thanh tra
Kazamatsuri xoay nguwoi bao, “Trudc mat, ching ta sé 1dy 1oi khai tir nhan
chitng dau tién — c6 Kubosa Nae.”

Tam lanh sy 6n ao trén tang hai, Reiko va thanh tra Kazamatsuri xuéng
gdap Kubosa Nae & cong vao tang mot.
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Kubosa Nae mdc quan bo, 40 mau xam c6 mii, ditng trdc cac diéu tra
vién véi bd mat kha cang thang. Trong c6 rat nhanh nhen v&i mai téc ngan
hgp v6i voc dang. Co la ban than hoc cung dai hoc vd&i nan nhan, ca hai
cung lam tai mot quan karaoke sau khi tot nghiép.

Khi dugc héi vé viéc phat hién ra thi thé, c6 ké lai ranh rot.

“Hom nay, ca téi va Miki déu khong phai di lam thém nén cé hen nhau
di choi. T6i hita sé dén don Miki. T6i dén day bang xe mdy lic 10 gio
sang.”

Reiko nhé ra chiéc xe mady dung tredc can nha. Hoa ra d6 la xe cta
Kubosa Nae.

“Ctra nha khong khoéa. Tbi di vao, goi vdi Miki & trén tang hai. Toi goi
mdy lan nhung khong c6 tiéng dap. Twdng c6 dy dang ngu, t6i ben di 1én.
Nhung 1én dén noi thi thdy giwdng trong tron. Hinh nhw khong c6 ai & nha.
To6i thady ctta phong tam khép hd, bén trong cé sang dén. Nghi c6 ay dang
trong do nén t6i ng6 vao va thdy... d6i chan phu nit tho ra khéi bon tam.
Ban dau t6i twéng Miki tréu t6i, nhung linh cam c6 gi do 1a la, téi bén di
vao. Miki dang chim trong bon...”

“Chim!?” Bing khoanh tay cham chu lang nghe chgt thanh tra
Kazamatsuri ngang 1én hoi, “Khoan da. Tw thé ctia Kamioka Miki trong bon
tam luc d6 thé nao?”

“Ntra nguoi phia trén ctia ¢6 ay ngap chim trong nuwdc, chan thoi ra
ngoai. S¢ qua, toi x6c co ay lén, nhac dau c6 ay ra khoi mat nwdc. Nhung
khong kip nita. C6 ay da tat thd.”

“Vay tu thé ching téi nhin thdy 1a sau khi ¢6 da dong vao xac nan
nhan? Lic c6 phat hién ra thi dau cia Kamioka Miki dang chim trong nuéc.
Nghia la c6 dy bi chét du6i?”

“Vang, ldc t6i nhin thay la nhw thé. Thinh thodng van c6 treong hop
chét dudi khi tam ma.”
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“U. C6 thé do udng rwou, ngu gat hodc dot quy. Co6 nghi sao? Liéu c6
kha nang Kamioka chét du6i trong bon tam khong?”

“Cha, t6i khong biét nita. Miki thich rwgu nhung boi gidi lam...”
“Truong hop nay chang lién quan dén boi gioi hay khong.”

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri cat ngang cau néi lac dé cia Kubosa Nae dé
chuyén sang cau héi khac, “Khi phat hién thi thé, c6 c6 nhan thay diéu gi bat
thuwong khong? Vé Kamioka, vé phong tam hodc bat c thi gi khéac.”

Kubosa Nae cti dau suy nghi mot 1at r6i ngang 1én dap, “Khong biét
diéu nay c6 can hé t6i cai chét cia Miki khong nhung lic kéo Miki 1én khéi
madt nwdc, toi c6 cam giac la lvgng nwdc hoi it...”

“Lwgng nwdc & day la lwong nuwdc con sét lai trong bon?” Thanh tra

Kazamatsuri quay sang xac nhan lai vGi cap duwdi, “Pung thé khong co
Hosho?”

Reiko dwa ngoén tay day gong kinh, nhé lai canh twgng phong tam.

“Nghe c6 ay ndi vay toi cling thady lwgng nwéc hoi it that. Con chua
ngap dén nguc. ft nwéc nhw thé thi tim dé bi cAm 1am.”

“Ra thé. Nhung cling c6 kiéu tam chi dé nwdc ngap nira nguoi. Tuy
nhién, du it nwdc thi van c6 kha ning chét dudi. Y kién nay ciing ddng dé
lIru tam nhung c6 vé nhu chang lién quan.”

Viéc thanh tra Kazamatsuri voi va khang dinh cang khién Reiko canh
giac. Kinh nghiém cho thay, trong nhiéu vu an, cac tinh tiét thanh tra coi
trong thwong lai khong quan trong, con nhitng tinh tiét bi thanh tra xem nhe
lai 1a chia khéa dan tGi 10i gidi. Pwong nhién, néu cai chét cia Kamioka
Miki chi 1a tai nan thong thwong thi chang can mat cong di tim 10i giai.

Nghe vay, Kubosa Nae hdi vdi giong hy vong.

“Vay cai chét cia Miki 1a mot tai nan khong may. Phai khong anh diéu
tra vien?”
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“Con qua s6m dé dua ra két luan. Phai chd két qua kham nghiém va
giai phau mdi biét dwge nguyén nhan. Truedng hgp néu nguyén nhan do chét
dudi thi khong loai triv kha nang ai d6 dim chét co dy. Bay gid sé la vu an
giét nguwoi.”

“Giét nguoi...”

“Khong phai la khong c6 kha nang nay. Gia st ngoi nha bi cuép? Hé
thong chong trom cta ngdi nha dugc céi tao tir xwdng siva xe bé hoang nay
dwong nhu kha long léo. Co nhin ma xem...”

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri chi vao tay ndm & ctta ra vao tang mot.

“Khoa ctra khong phai 1a loai dac biét, day xich cling khong cd. Chi can
c6 chia khoa phu la dot nhap dugc ngay. Hung thi maé ctta, dang hoang buéc
vao ti ctta chinh, di 1én tang hai, dim chét Kamioka trong phong tam, vo vét

"3

do quy gia roi tau thoat. Cé thé xdy ra chuyén do6 lam chi. A, ding roi

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri dap hai tay vao nhau, “Phién c0 1én lai tang hai
v6i chung t6i. Ching t6i muén c6 kiém tra xem do dac cé bi mat gi khong?
Tat nhién la trong pham vi hiéu biét ctia o tho6i.”

Kubosa Nae dap rang chuyén d6 khong khé va nhan 1oi dé nghi cua
thanh tra.

Reiko va thanh tra Kazamatsuri dan Kubosa Nae 1én tang hai.

Trong ltic Kubosa Nae quan sat can phong vdi vé mdt nghiém nghi,
ding bén canh, Reiko cling cham chi quan sat khong gian song dac biét nay.

Mot chiéc giwong 16n ké sat ctva s6. Trén giwong c6 bo quan do co vé
nhr Kamioka da mdc tredce lic di tam. Gitta phong c6 mot chiéc ban va hai
chiéc ghé theo phong céach c6 dién. Trén ban c6 hai cudn tap chi. Ca hai déu
la tap chi thai trang danh cho cac c6 géi. Canh twong la gia sach cii bang go.
Trén gia bay cac nhan vat hoat hinh va gau béng. Bang video, dia nhac xép
gon ghé & goc phong. Khong thay c6 dién thoai hay may fax. Thoi nay chi
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can dién thoai di dong la da. Nhac dén méi nhd khong thay dién thoai di
dong caa nan nhan dau. Hinh nhuv nan nhan khong c6 ca may tinh ca nhan.

Reiko dang nghi vay thi ¢ bén canh, thanh tra Kazamatsuri hoi Kubosa
Nae.

“Co thay sao? Co6 gi khac moi khi khéng?”

“Toi khong biét nita. T6i nghi la van nhw moi khi.”

No6i xong, Kubosa Nae nhin vé phia bép.

Canh bon rira c6 mot bép ga va mot ta lanh nho. C6 dia dung cu dé nau
nhitng mén don gidn. Tuy nhién, khé ma twéng twgng duge Kamioka Miki
hang ngay nau an tai day. Bd&i ngoai chi€c n6i mdt quai va &m dun nwdc thi
khong c6 thém thit gi khac. Thay vao d6, mot chiéc 16 vi song duge dat
trang trong trén noc tu lanh.

“Miki khong phai nguwdi hay ndu an. Co ay chi nau dwgc mi an lién

thoi. Hodc 1a ham do dong lanh bang 10 vi song.”

Nhu thé chithg minh cho cau néi ctia Kubosa Nae, ngan da tu lanh chita
day do an. Nguogc lai, khi m& ngan lanh bén dudi, Reiko thot 1én, “Thwa
thanh tra! Chi c6 x6t mayonnaise va bo thyc vat!”

Khong phai vi bon trom da cudm hét thitc an. Theo giai thich cta
Kubosa Nae thi ngan nay ttr trdc van chi cé x6t mayonnaise va bo thuc vat.
Tém lai, khu vire bép khong cé gi khac thuwong. D6 la theo nhan xét cta
Kubosa Nae.

“Con phong tam va nha vé sinh nita. Ha!? Ctra phong gi day?”

Pang sau canh ctta m& sang hai bén la ti quan 4o rong thénh thang.
Loai ta walk-in-closet, c6 thé buéc han vao bén trong.

Reiko budc vao, thanh tra Kazamatsuri cling to mo theo sau, “Cha,
nhiéu quan 4o qua. Du khéng nhiéu bang t6i.”
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B0 ngoai tai cau ndi ctia thanh tra, Reiko ti€p tuc quan sat.

Qua that, trong ti c6 rat nhiéu quan do. Thanh treo chat nich do vay
chang tir dau no sang dau kia. Khong chi nhiéu vé s6 lwgng. Kiém tra thi
thay phan 16n trong s6 d6 la do hiéu duwgc cac co gai wa chudng, c6 nhitng
bo gia khong dudi 100.000 yén. Co vé nhv Kamioka la nguoi chi tieu kha
manh tay cho phuc trang.

Bong c6 mot thit khién Reiko chid y. Mot chiéc gia cao ké & goc tu. Gia
c6 tdm ngan, trong nhw thé hai chiéc ta hop dat chong 1én nhau. La thay, trai
nguoc véi chiéc ta chat day quan 4o, tdm ngan nay hoan toan tréng tron.

Khong biét tam ngan dung gi... Néu la giay va nit trang thi da c6 ngan
khac...

“O1?” Chot c6 tiéng kéu khe khé. Reiko ngoanh lai thi thdy Kubosa
Nae ditng sau minh ty bao gio, nhin ngan ti véi anh mat bang hoang.
“Lanhi... Pay la gia dé mdi...”

Mii!? Reiko va thanh tra Kazamatsuri quay sang nhin nhau. Trong lic
hai nguroi dang nhin nhau vi ngac nhién thi Kubusa Nae chi vao ngan tu, hét
lén, “La qua... la qua... Khong c6 mi ¢ day. Miki rat thich mii, binh thuong
gia nay dyng rat nhiéu mii. Nhung gio tat ca da bién mat!”
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KEé tGi doan cai chét bat thwong cia Kamioka Miki bat ngo bién thanh
vu trom mii, Reiko dirng lai nhin con gai ba chu ctra hang. Pap lai cai nhin
nhr muon héi “Em nghi sao?”, mot nu cuwdi thich thu hién 1én trén guwong
mat ngdy tho cua Fujisaki Miu, “Anh chang thanh tra tén Kazamatsuri hap
dan nhi. Chi Reiko, lan sau chi nhat dinh phai dan anh ay t&i day nhé.”

“Ha?” Phan tng ctia Miu khién Reiko bat nggd. “Em quan tam t6i anh ta
al?”

“T4t nhién r6i. Con gi bang mdt cong ti con nha giau néng noi, thich
pho treong chit. Chac chan anh ta sé la con vit béo hon cé chi Reiko!”

“Héaray em la thé...”

Chi chang quan tam. Nhung Miu nay, em vira dung tit “con vit béo” a?
Co phai em vira bao “con vit béo hon ca Reiko!” khong? Tuy buc nhung
Reiko khong thé khong ngac nhién trudc tai ban hang diéu luyén cia Miu.
That bo tay véi con bé nay. Pén minh cling phai nga mi kinh phuc n6.

“DPugc thoi. Gi chit thanh tra Kazamatsuri chi c6 thé gigi thiéu vGi em
bat ¢t lic nao, em c thodi mai bién anh ta thanh vit béo. Nhung chuyén do
dé sau...” Reiko quay tré lai cha dé chinh, “Chuyén vé nhitng cai md, cai

'3,

mu

“S6 mi cat trong ti cta c6 gai bién mat. Ngoai ra con thit gi bi mat nita
khong a?”

“Em héi hay 1am, Miu. C6. Pién thoai di dong va may tinh xach tay. Ai
do6 da lay di. Muc dich la dé ém nhem nhitng thong tin bat 1gi.”

“Vay cai chét cia c6 gai khong phadi la tai nan khi dang tam. Day la mot
vu giét ngugi?”

“U. Két qua kham nghiém va giai phau cho thdy Kamioka Miki chét do
ngat nudc trong bon tam. Thoi diém t vong la khoang 1 gio sang. Nhung
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day khong phai la tai nan ngoai y muon. B&i & chan cta nan nhan, dac biét
la phan bap chan c6 dau vét cta bao lyc. Nhiéu kha nang trong lic Kamioka
Miki dang tam, ai d6 da tébm chan c6 ay réi déc nguwgce dau vao bon. Vi
khong thé chong cu nén co6 ay da chét. Cach lam nay tuy ton sitc nhung ai
cling c6 thé lam dwgc. Lai khong mat thoi gian. Nhuwng hién van chwa ré6 moi
lien hé gitra ké sat nhan va hanh dong an trom m.”

“Khong phdi la vu giét nguoi cwdp ctia nhu thanh tra noéi a?”

“Neéu la tién mat hay nir trang thi c6 thé, nhung day lai 1a mi. Em nghi
la c6 ké thich mi t¢i mirc giét nguwoi dé cwdp mii u?”
“A vang. Ching han chi Reiko cfing thich m{i nhung lai dang 14 diéu tra

vién...”

Ha? Y em la sao? Néu khong phai diéu tra vién thi chi c6 thé 1a déi
twgng bi tinh nghi?

Bi Reiko lwom, Miu cuwdi “hé hé” 1ap liém.
“Nhitng chi€c mi bi mat la loai gi?”

“Khong ro nita. Kubosa Nae chwa bao gio xem bén trong tu. Khi dén
nha Kamioka Miki choi, c6 ay chi biét la trong ta c6 mii théi. Co ay khong
biét chinh xac s0 lwgng cting nhw kiéu dang. Can ¢t vao s6 ngan thi c6 1é la
tam chiéc.”

“Co dung ké sat nhan da 1dy mi di khong? Biét dau ngudi lam viéc nay
lai chinh la chi nhan? C6 ay dem tat ca di cam do chang han.”

“Ding la khong thé loai trtv khd nang nay. H6i dau thanh tra
Kazamatsuri ciing khang khang rang s6 mi bi mat la chia khoa cua vu an,
nhung gan day, anh dy quay sang bao chi la dén gio ma c6 van con quan tam
tGi sO mi do sao.”

“Nghe chi ké thi c6 vé nhw cau chuyén sap di vao ngo cut.”

“Thé nén hom nay chi mé&i phai tim dén Miu — chuyén gia vé mii.”
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Puong nhién Reiko chi néi vay thoi. Thyc chat cau chuyén Reiko ké la
danh cho Kageyama. Trong khi d6, Kageyama van giit nguyén bo mat than
nhién. Mat hét kién nhan, Reiko danh phai hoi Kageyama, “Chéc anh cling
nghe dugc phan nao cau chuyén cuda t6i. Anh nghi sao? Co diéu gi khién anh
lIru tam khéng? Néu c6 thi c néi nhé.”

Khéng hé dan do, Kageyama dap luén, “Coé hai diéu. Thit nhat, tat ca
mi ctia nan nhan bi mat hay chi s6 mii cat trong ta?”

“Khong phai tat ca. Trong goc ta van con nhitng chiéc mii khac. Chiing
dwgc cat trong thung cac tong. Hinh nhw hung tha chi 1y nhitng chi€c mi
dé nhin thay théi.”

“Nhitng chiéc mi con lai thudc loai gi, c6 dac diém thé nao?”

“T6i khong thé liét ké hét ra day dugc.” Reiko nhé lai. “Hon mdt nita
trong s6 do la loai mii thong thwong. Mt nhung mau do dun, mi cat két lam
bang long héa hoc mau nau, mii lwdi trai da thugc mau den, mii bé ré trang,
mi qua chuong vai denim, md...”

“Pu roi thwa tiéu thw.” Kageyama ngat 10i Reiko.
“Pt ro6i? Anh phat hién dugc diéu gi a?”

Trong khi Reiko néng long muodn biét cau tra 10i thi Kageyama lai
chuyén sang diém nghi van thit hai.

“Nan nhan Kamioka Miki song bang gi? Qua nhitng gi tiéu thw ké thi
c6 thé thay tuy khong dén mic xa hoa nhung cudc song cua co6 dy cling
twong doi day da. Mot can ho trén tang hai cia xwdng stra xe cii, bon tam c6
chan d& hinh chir S, mot ti quan 4o hang hiéu. Chwa ké con c6 cd mot bo
swu tap mii. Chac chan lwong lam thém tai quan karaoke khong du trang trai
cho nhitng thit nhw thé. Phai c6 nguwoi dan 6ng ditng sau ho trg cho Kamioka
Miki.”

Kageyama that tinh twong. Reiko khang dinh 10i nhan xét cuia
Kageyama.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Anh thac mac rat ding. Qua tim hiéu, ching t6i phat hién ra c6 ba
ngwoi dan 6ng hen ho vdi Kamioka Miki. Xem chirng cudc song cé phan xa
xi cia c6 ay la do ho ho trg.”

“Nhitng nghi can nang ky.”

Reiko gat dau va bat dau ké vé ba ngudi dan ong.

https://thuviensach.vn



4

Trong vong ba ngay ké tw khi vu viéc duge phat hién Hosho Reiko va
thanh tra Kazamatsuri lan luwgt t6i gap ba nhan vat quan trong.

Bubi chiéu hom xay ra vu viéc, titc thit Bdy ngay 3 thang Mudi, hai
nguwoi di bang xe canh sat t6i khu d6 thi méi gan ga Shinkodaira, tuyén
Musashino. Reiko va thanh tra Kazamatsuri xuéng xe, ditng tru6c mot ngoi
nha md&i xay. Ngoi nha kha khang trang, c6 ca gara va khoang san rong.

Béng tén & cong ghi, Yoneyama Shoichi.

Yoneyama Shoichi — giam doc xuwdng 0 t0 Yoneyama, chuyén dai tu va
stta chita xe 0 t0. No6i cach khac, dng la cha s& hitu trén gidy to nha xuéng
bé hoang — titc hién tredng vu giét nguoi.

Vai nam tredc, 6ng xay mot xuwong maéi ¢ Shinkodaira nén da déng ctra
xuwong ¢ Kunitachi.

“Ong Yoneyama da cai tao ting hai nha xwéng cii d& cho ngudi tinh tré
sinh song. Bang dac quyén cia mot giam doc.”

“Thuwa thanh tra, chang c6 can cit gi dé két luan c6 dy la nguwdi tinh cia
ong Yoneyama cd. Ma thanh tra bdo dac quyén ctia mot gidm doc nghia la
sao?”

Du sao thi m6i quan hé gitta hai nguwoi cling la diém can phai lvu tam.
Reiko nghi vay va nhan chuéng ctra.
Nguwoi md cita — Yoneyama Shoichi — la mot nguwoi dan ong cuong

trang, wdc chirng 50 tudi. Cap kinh gong den dwgc cai 1én mai dau da thua
toc. Lan da rdm nang c6 vai nép nhan.

Khi cac diéu tra vién trinh bay muc dich cu6c viéng tham, duong nhw
da lvong trude sy viéc, ong bao, “Toi da nghe vé vu an. Toi biét trwdc sau gi
anh chi cling tGi.”
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Yoneyama mai hai diéu tra vién vao phong khach. Ngoi doi dién vGi
nghi can tai phong khach, thanh tra ty hao gigi thiéu, “Toi la Kazamatsuri
thudc S& Canh sat Kunitachi.”

Nét mat Yoneyama thay doi ngay tirc thi, “Kazamatsuri? Ho nay hiém
ddy. Khong biét c6 lién quan téi hang xe Kazamatsuri Motors khong.”

“0, 1am gi c6 chuyén. T6i van thuong bi héi c6 phai 1a quy tir cia gia
dinh d6 khong day.” Thanh tra cwdi sang khodi r6i héi tiép, “Gia st co lién
quan thi sao?”

“Thi t6i muén gwi thu cam on. Trong s6 xe dugc dem dén xuwdng toi
stta chita, xe ctia hang Kazamatsuri Motors chiém s6 lwgng nhiéu nhat.”

Hoa ra hang Kazamatsuri Motors san xuat ra nhiéu xe hay hong, gop
phan tang lgi nhuan cho xuwéng stta chita.

Suyt nita Reiko dap tay vao dau gbi va pha lén cuoi, trong khi & bén
canh, mat thanh tra Kazamatsuri c@ dé dan lén. Ping lic con tiéc caa
Kazamatsuri sap 1én dén dinh diém, Yoneyama ndi tiép, “Nhung ca nhan toi
lai thich hang Kazamatsuri Motors. To0i cling dang c6 mot chiéc. Du thinh
thoang no lai bi hong. Nhung thé ciing hay. O, anh diéu tra vién lam sao thé
kia? Trong anh khong dwoc khoe.”

“Khong, khong cé gi.” Thanh tra 1dy khan lau m6 héi. “Chi la t6i khong
biét lam sao dé kiém soat cam xuc... Co Hosho, nh& c6 nhé.”

“Vang, thwa thanh tra.”

Reiko day gong kinh trudc khi ban miii tén dau tién, “Trwdc hét, toi
muon biét 1y do c6 Kamioka Miki tGi song & tang hai xuwdng xe cii cia 6ng &
Kunitachi.”

“Co ay la chau ctia mot nguoi trwde day da giup do t6i. Cach day ba
nam, c6 dy mau thuan véi cht nha tro nén bi dudi khéi nha. Thiy c6 dy gap
kho khan nén t6i cho c6 &y muon tam tang hai ctia nha xwdng. Coi nhu cho
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c6 ay cho ta tic tam thoi trwde khi tim dwge chd mdéi. Khong ngd co ay thay
thich qua nén quyét dinh séng tai d6 luon.”

“Hinh nhw nha xwéng duwgc cai tao kha nhiéu cho tién sinh hoat.”

“T6i phai lam vay vi c6 ay la chdu gai an nhan cua toi. Ciing khong ton
kém lam dau. Phong tam va nha vé sinh dwgc cai tao tit nhitng thi c6 san.
Anh chi nghi ngo diéu gi a?”

“O khong, ching tdi chi bian khoan khong biét gia dinh 6ng c6 bing
long khong. Chang han nhw ba nha...”

“Ca gia dinh t6i déu biét viéc c6 ay song & tang hai cia nha xwdéng. Co
dy tra tién nha rat day da. Ai biét cé ngay lai xdy ra chuyén chit...”

Khée mat Yoneyama Shoichi ngan ngan nwéc sau cap kinh gong den,
ong sut sit. Reiko khong ro 6ng dang buon that hay chi la dién.

Reiko hoi tiép vé bang chitng ngoai pham Iic 1 gio sang.

“Gio do toi dang nga nhu chét & trén giwong. T6i va vg ngu riéng nén
khong c6 ai lam chitng ddu. Anh chi dang nghi ngo t6i? Anh chi nham r6i.
Quan hé cua t6i va co dy chi don thuan la cha nha va ngwdi thué nha thoi.”

Ng6i im ldang sudt tir ban nay, dot nhién thanh tra Kazamatsuri dat cau
héi, c6 vé nhv anh da trdn tinh lai, “Ong Yoneyama, s6 mii nan nhan cat
trong ti quan 4o da bién mat. Ong c6 manh méi gi khong?”

“Mii!? Cha, manh moi w. Chac la hanh dong r6 dai ctia mot ké nghién
mi nao dé. Toéi khéng nhd la da tirng trong thay co dy déi mii.”

Trwéc cau tra 1oi ranh rot cua Yoneyama Shoichi, thanh tra
Kazamatsuri khong dwa ra binh luan gi.

Sang hom sau, tirc Cha nhat, ngay 4 thang Muoi, Reiko va thanh tra
Kazamatsuri 14i xe dén thanh phé Fuchu — thanh phd 1an can Kunitachi dé
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gdp nguoi dan ong tén Yasuda Takahiko.

Cai tén Yasuda Takahiko dwoc liét vao danh sach diéu tra bat nguon tw
101 khai ctia Kubosa Nae. Theo 10i Kubosa Nae thi Kamioka Miki bi mot ké
bam dubi tén Yasuda Takahiko theo dudi, “C6 dy cam thdy tinh mang bi de
doa”. Khi dugc héi tai sao lai biét day da ho tén ctia ké bam dubi thi Kubosa
Nae ndi anh ta la nguoi yéu cii cia Kamioka Miki.

“Nguoi yéu cii trd thanh ké bam dudi, cudi cung la ké giét ngudi. Hoan
toan c6 kha nang do. Lan nay chiing ta tring dich roi.”

T&i noi, thanh tra Kazamatsuri hén hé budc xuong xe. Reiko theo sau.

Yasuda Takahiko, 30 tudi, hién lam viéc tai m0t cong ty in an trong
vung. La nhan vién cong ty nhung anh ta lai song trong khu nha go — khu
danh cho céc sinh vién nghéo — & gan nha tu Fuchu. Thanh tra Kazamatsuri
g0 vao canh ctra lam bang go dan, mot giong dan 6ng ué oai vong ra, “Vang,
ai day...”

Xuat hién sau canh ctta la mot ngwoi dan 6ng 6m yéu, rau ria 16m
chom. Du biét chac day la ngwoi can tim nhung thanh tra Kazamatsuri van
gio ra thé canh sat,

“Chung t6i thudc S¢ Canh sat Kunitachi. Anh la Yasuda Takahiko?”

Nguoi dan 6ng gi sat mat vao chiéc thé, mat chép chép. Anh ta noi
“T6i xin phép” r6i quay vao nha. Vai phut sau, anh ta quay lai, mat c& hap
hay lien tuc va tra 10i cau hoi cua thanh tra, “Vang, toi la Yasuda Takahiko.
T6i hiéu r6i, vé chuyén cua Kamioka Miki phéi khong? Co ay bi sat hai. T6i
da xem ban tin hém qua. T6i chang ngac nhién dau. Trudc sau gi thi chuyén
do6 cling xay ra thoi.”

“Y anh 1a sao? Nhung khoan, t6i mu6n héi vé méi quan hé cia anh véi
co Kamioka trivdc. Kamioka lam thém tai quan karaoke, anh la ké bam duoi
c6 ay... Phai khong?”
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“Khong dang!” Yasuda phan bac. “To6i la nguwoi yéu cli cia Kamioka
Miki. Tinh t6i mua xuan nam nay thi t6i va c6 dy yéu nhau dwgc hai nam.
T6i yéu co ay tw cai nhin dau tién, mat bao nhiéu céng theo dudi t6i mai
dwgc c6 ay nhan 10i. Sudt hai nam yéu nhau, t6i da cho co ay tat ca nhitng gi
minh c6. Hon mot nita tién lwong dé hen ho. Hon mot nira tién thuwéng dé
mua qua. Toan bd tién tiét kiém dé di du lich nwéc ngoai. Chua ké con ban
luén cda xe 0 t6 nita... D€ r6i c6 dy bé t6i. T6i khong bao gid quén 16i c6 ay
noi ldac chia tay, ‘Em ghét dan ong khong c6 xe 6 to!””

“... Thé a?” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri nhin Yasuda day thong cam. “Mot
cau chuyén that thwong tam. Han la anh hoi han lam?”

“Tat nhién. Gia ma t6i khong chi ban méi 6 t6...”

Hoa ra anh hdi han vi viéc d6!? Reiko thd dai quay sang nhin thanh tra
Kazamatsuri. Cit da nay thi Yasuda Takahiko s€ con bi cac co gai cho an qua
Itra dai dai.

“Nhung anh chi hady tin t6i. T6i khong giét co ay. Viéc bam dudi cling
la hiéu lam. Pung la c6 thoi gian toi di theo ¢6 dy. Nhung 1a vi t6i mudn
canh bao c6 ay. Néu con tiép tuc séng nhw vay, sau nay c6 dy sé bi day
xubng dia nguc. Thyc t€ thi chuyén dé da xay ra roi.”

bung thé. Nhung chang phai chinh anh da day c6 ay xuéng dia nguc
sao. Su nghi ngo cta Reiko danh cho Yasuda Takahiko tang lén.

Khi dwgc hoi vé bang chitng ngoai pham, ding nhw dw doan, Yasuda
khong c6. Thoi diém x4y ra &n mang, anh ta ¢ nha mot minh. Chuyén nay dé
hiéu thoi. Néu mét ngwoi dan 6ng doc than khang khang cho rang minh cé
bang chitng ngoai pham vao ltic 1 gid sang thi méi la dang nghi.

“Nhan tién cho t6i hoi.” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri chuyén sang van dé
mau chot. “S6 mi nan nhan cét trong ta da bién mat. Anh c6 manh maéi gi
khong?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Néu la mi thi phan 16n 1a do c6 4y doi t6i mua tdng. C6 nhitng chiéc
trong la 1am, chang biét sé doi vao ltc nao. Nhung t6i khong nghi ra dugc ly
do phai giét cd6 ay dé cuép mil. Chac chi la hién trwong gid dé danh lac
huwéng diéu tra thoi.”

“Tuy nhién...” Yasuda Takahiko ha giong trwdc khi tiét 16 cho thanh tra
Kazamatsuri mot thong tin hay ho, “T6i c6 mot nghi can nang ky.”

HOom sau, tic thtt Hai, ngay 5 thang Muoi, Reiko va thanh tra
Kazamatsuri tGi mot treong dai hoc & ngoai 6 thanh phé Kunitachi. Ngoi
treong khong may tiéng tam véi mic diém chuan lang nhang nay la noi
Kamioka Miki tirng theo hoc.

Nghi can ndang ky ma Yasuda Takahiko tiét 16 la mot gido sw dang
giang day tai day. Ong ta tén Masubuchi Shinji, hién 1a gido su khoa Van.
Theo théng tin Yasuda Takahiko cung cdp thi 6ng Masubuchi Shinji da c6
gia dinh nhung quan hé kha than thiét v6i Kamioka Miki. N6i cach khéc,
sau khi vét sach tii cua Yasuda, Kamioka Miki xem anh ta nhv moén do hét
han va tim dén vi gi4o su... ft nhat thi Yasuda nghi nhw thé.

“Nhung thwa thanh tra.” Ngo6i canh thanh tra Kazamatsuri trong chiéc
xe canh sat dugc nguy trang, Reiko hoi, “Liéu c6 tin dugc 10i Yasuda
khong? Nh& dau day chi la don tra thu ctia anh chang bi nguoi yéu da?”

“Cling c6 thé. Nhung viéc Kamioka Miki viit bo Yasuda dé tim téi ‘cai
vi m@i’ la c6 that. Chang phai gido su dai hoc la mot sy Iva chon hoan hao
sao. Xem kia...”

Ngbi ¢ ghé 14i, thanh tra chi tay qua 16p kinh phia trudc. “Ong ta xuét
hién r6i.”

Nhin theo hwéng thanh tra chi thi thdy mot ngwdi dan 6ng dang di vé
phia chiéc xe Benz. Ong ta chitng 60 tudi, mai téc tring mudt cling cip kinh
gong bac toét 1én vé tri thitc. Ong ta 1a Masubuchi Shinji.
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Reiko va thanh tra xudng xe, voi vang chay t6i ché nghi can.

“Giao sw Masubuchi?” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri hoi ngay khi ddt chan
dén trudc miii xe Benz. “Chung t6i thudc S¢ Canh sat Kunitachi.”

Masubuchi giat minh. Tiép dén, 6ng ta ndi sung lén, quat hai nhan vién
diéu tra.

“Sao ty nhién anh chi lai dén day! Pay la truong hoc! Anh chi phai suy
nghi mot chut chi!”

“Xin gido su thit 16i.” Thanh tra cti dau ta 16i r6i khé mim cuwdi. “Lé ra
ching t6i nén t6i thang nha gido sw — va@i sy hién dién cua v gido sw
chang?”

“Khong! O day duogc roi! Chi c6 chd nay thdi! Ching ta sé néi chuyén

')’

ngay tai day

Co 1é thay minh n6i nong nhw vay la khong phai nén Masubuchi dung
tay day gong kinh, bdo, “Suy cho cung thi trudng dai hoc la noi tot nhat dé
binh tinh ndi chuyeén.”

Khong dgi diéu tra vién dat cau hoi, 6ng ta bat dau luon, “T6i biét ly do
anh chi dén day. Chuyén vé Kamioka Miki phdi khéng? C6 ay la sinh vién
cua t6i. Nghe néi co ay vira bi giét. That dang ti€c. Nhung toi chang co6 gi dé
néi ca. T6i khong gap lai co ay ké tir khi co6 dy tot nghiép.”

“Ong néi déi.” Thanh tra tuyén bs. “Nha 6ng cach nha cd ay c6 nim
phtt di bo. Du c6 ay da tot nghiép thi hai nguwdi van cé co hoi dé gap nhau.”

“Pung la chiing téi cé gap nhau nhiéu lan ngoai dwong. Nhung y toi la
co hoi gap va néi chuyén co.”

“Chuyén do cling la néi d6i. Mot ké bam du6i Kamioka Miki da nhin
thay hai nguwdi khoac tay nhau di trén pho.”

“Ha!” Gido su Masubuchi khéng kiém ché duwgc con gian dit. “Anh tin
10i t6i hay ké bam du6i?”
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“DPuong nhién la gido sw.” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri dap, 1ong may khong
hé nhic nhich, anh chuyén sang cha dé chinh. “Vao lic 1 gio sang ngay 3
thang Muoi, giao su ¢ dau, lam gi?”

“Anh kiém tra bang chitng ngoai pham ha? 1 gid sang ngay 3 thang
Muoi, téc la dem thit Sau phai khong? To6i ¢ nha. Toi lam viéc trong thuw
phong. Khong c6 ai lam ching cho toi dau. Bgi phai dgi moi ngudi trong
nha di nga hét td6i mdi tap trung lam viéc duwgc.”

Vay la khong c6é bang chitng ngoai pham. Diém nay thi gido s cling
giong vdi Yoneyama Shoichi va Yasuda Takahiko. C6 vé nhu trong vu nay,
bang chitng ngoai pham khong phdi la chia khéa dé tim ra sy that.

Vay chia khéa trong vu nay la gi? La nhitng chiéc mii?

Reiko dat cau hoi vé nhitng chiéc mii bién mat.

“Mi u!? T6i khong biét. Toi da bao la khong c6 quan hé gi vdi
Kamioka ro6i ma. Lam sao toi biét dwgc trong ti quan 4o cta co dy co gi. b6
1a tat ca nhitng gi anh chi mu6n héi phai khong? T6i xin phép nhé.”

Masubuchi Shinji don phwong cham dit cudc tro chuyén. Twdng ong ta
sé 1én chiéc xe Benz, nhwng khong, 6ng ta leo 1én chiéc xe hang trung do
bén canh r6i r6 ga phong di.
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5
Reiko két thiic cau chuyén vu an lién quan t&i mdi.

Ba nguwoi dan ong xuat hién trong cau chuyén ctia Reiko duwgc Fujisaki
Miu tém lvgce nhu sau:

“Nguoi thit nhat 1a Yoneyama Shoichi — chti nha ma nhw nhan tinh.
Nguoi thit hai la Yasuda Takahiko — ngwoi yéu cii ma nhv ké bam dudi.
Nguoi thi ba la Masubuchi Shinji — nhan tinh ma nhw hung thu. Hirm, ca ba
déu dang ngo nhung biét ai mdi la hung tha day!”

“Em cho rang nguodi tht ba la hung thti nén méi goi 6ng ta nhw thé
cha!”

Reiko ngac nhién nhin Miu. Miu khé ho mot tiéng r6i cham rai noi,
“Em nam qua dwoc tinh hinh r6i. Liéu em cé thé néu ra y kién ctia minh
khong?”

“U... em c6 y kién gi ha Miu?”

“Vang. Em khong phai diéu tra vién, cling chang phdi tham t& hay hau
dué gi cua tham t nén em khong thé tuyén bd ‘nhan danh Jitchan™ dugc.
Nhung 1a con gai ba chi ctra hang mii, em xin c6 y kién vé nhitng chiéc mdi.
Loi goi y nam ngay trong cau chuyén cia chi Reiko thoi. Bgi em chit nhé.”

Miu ding day, lach qua cac gia mii dé di vao phia trong cita hang. Lat
sau, cO quay ra, gio cho Reiko xem mot chiéc mii méi tinh. Goi la méi
nhung khong phdi hang mua thu. Mot chiéc mii ¢6 dién vai thiét ké da cé tw
200 nam truéc.

Chiéc mii c6 thiét ké dac trung v6i thanh mi cao phan dinh hdm xudng.
Vanh tron hai bén gap ngugc 1én. Mgt chiéc mi danh cho nhitng ké vién
chinh tho rap, gai géc dugc lam bang vai cing.

No6i cach khac, day 1a mot chiéc mii cao b6i mién Tay.
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John Wayne, Henry Fonda trong cdc phim mién Tay ngay xwa, hodc
Stan Hansen trong phim V6 si truwdc khi 1én vo dai van thwong doi kiéu mil
nay.

Nhung sao Miu lai mang chiéc mii ra day?

Thay Reiko nhin minh thac mac, Miu khé ho mot tiéng, lam ra vé trinh
trong roi cat giong uyén bac, “Xin phép chi Reiko. Mii n6i chung khong chi
c6 cong dung che nang hay bao vé dau. Cac quy ba déi mii gan 16ng chim dé
tang vé sang trong. Mi canh sat twgng trurng cho quyén lyc. Con véi loai mi
cao b6i nay, ngoai viéc d6i 1én dau, n6 con cé cong dung khac. Chang han,
vanh mi duwgc dung lam quat khi troi nong. Hodc quat khi nhom Iwa. Khi
ngta ra, chiéc mi tré thanh vat dung dwgc nhiéu do khé cam nhu tritng,
dong xu. Nhung chi Reiko c6 biét wu diém 16n nhat cta chiéc mii cao béi
nay la gi khong?”

“Ha!? Ty nhién em hoi chi thé thi...”

Reiko ling tiing chwa biét tra 10i sao thi & bén canh, mot giong ndi nhe
nhang cdt lén nhw mudn tra 10i thay co6, “Dé muic nudc.”

La Kageyama. Thi ra, sau khi ngoi gia vo khong nghe sudt tir ndy, cuoi
cung anh ta d@ muon tham gia.

“Nhu tiéu thw da biét, chiéc mii cao b6i nay con c6 mot tén goi khac la
mi 10-gallon. Gallon la don vi do thé tich, m6t gallon twong dwong tGi 3,8

lit. 10 gallon sé bang 38 lit. Nghia la mii 10-gallon c6 thé muic dwoc ngan ay
lit nwdc. Mot chiéc mi vira sau vira chac chan.”

“O thé ha. Cho chi xem nao.”

Reiko don chiéc mii tir tay Miu dé doi thtr 1én dau. That ngac nhién la
chiéc mii vira khit dau Reiko, doi 1én trong cling khong dén noi nao. Reiko
di ra chiéc gwong 16n treo trén twong dé ngam thi, c6 tiéu thw con nha giau
bong bién thanh mot c6 gai cao boi mién Tay. Hitng chi, Reiko quay hét bén
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nay dén bén kia, gio tay phai l1én bat chuwdc dong tdc cam sung luc, nham
thang vao hinh minh phan chiéu trong guong.

“Pang!”

Hinh anh c6 con gai ba chu ctta hang mii phan chiéu trong guwong voi
om bén nguc trai, khé rén lén, “Tuyét voi, chi Reiko! Sac dep va long qua
cam cua chi da lam tan v& trai tim caa Fujisaki Miu nay r6i...”

“Em thady mii nay hop véi chi khong!? Ha ha, khong ngo lai hgp thé...”

Reiko dang cuwdi sang khodi thi Kageyama ra hiéu nham ngan chan
hanh vi mua sam bat thuwong.

“Xin tiéu thw hay tinh tdo. Pay la mii ctia canh sat tredng. Khong phai
mil ciia quy c0.”

“T6i biét r6i. Toi chi doi choi thdi ma.” Reiko nguwgng ngung bo chiéc
mi canh sat trudng xudng, quay lai chu dé chinh. “Vay mii cao boi thi sao?
C6 lién quan gi vGi vu giét ngwoi trong phong tam... Phong tam!?”

Reiko giat minh. Mii cao boi cé céng dung mic nudc. ..

“T6i hiéu roi. Hién trvong vu an la phong tam. Thi thé nan nhan chim
trong bon. Lwgng nudc trong bon con rat it. C6 ai d6 da muic nwéc tir bon
tdm ra? N6i vay méi nhé 1a trong phong tdm kiu Au dé khong cé bon riva
mat hay x0 chau gi.”

“Vang!” Miu gat dau tam dac. “Sau khi sat hai Kamioka Miki, c6 1y do
gi do6 khién hung thu budc phai mic nwéc ra khoi bon tam. Nhung trong nha
tam khong c6 dung cu thich hgp. Hung tht chot nhin thdy c6é mi cat trong tu
quan do. Em khong biét trong t c6 chiéc mii cao boi nao khong, nhung chi
can tim dugc chiéc mii nao sau, may bang vai day la dugc.”

“U. Qua thich hop cho viéc miic nwéc.”

“Muc xong, chiéc mii sé bi wét. Hung tht budc phai dem chiéc mii ra
khoi hién treong. Nhung trong ta cat rat nhiéu mi, néu chi lay di mot chiéc
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sé 16 ngay. Chinh vi thé ma hung tha budc phai lay hét ca mii di.”

“Nghe ciing hgp ly day. Em giéi qua Miu a. Anh Kageyama cling nghi
nhv vay cha?”

Nhung that bat ngd, Kageyama cup mat xuong bay to sy tiéc nudi.

“Rat ti€c. Toi khong thé dong tinh vGi suy luan nay. Néu dé mic nuéc
thi th dau tién dap vao mat hung thu khong thé 1a s6 mii cat trong ta quan
ao0. N6i hay am dun nwéc & bép la thit dé nhin thdy va tién dung hon nhiéu.
Can gi phai dung t6i mii.”

“U nhi. Y kién ctia anh c6 vé hop 1y hon.” Reiko chi con biét tan thanh.
“Véi lai t6i chrra tim ra 1y do budc hung tha phai mic nuwéc ra khéi bon. Co
1é kh6 ma tim dwgc moi lién két gitta mii va viéc giét nguwdi trong bon tam.”

“Vay sao nhitng chiéc mii lai bién mat? Cudi cung cau chuyén lai quay
vé vach xudt phat a?”

Miu chéan nan. Nhung Kageyama lac dau.

“Khéng, cau chuyén khong quay vé vach xuat phét. Y kién cia c6 Miu
vé cong dung dac biét ctia chiéc mi rat dang lwu tam. Chwa ké suy luan cta
co vé ly do tai sao toan b s6 mii trong td bi mat cling rat xuat sac.”

“Hirm.” Reiko khong giau dugc vé kho chiu trede nhitng 16i diu dang
bat thuwong cia Kageyama.

“Hurm. T6i c¢ twdng anh sé bao suy luan ctia Miu la ‘ngdc nghéch’ co,
héa ra anh lai khen ‘xuat sac’. Hirm.”

“Q, toi khong c6 y d6...” Kageyama boi réi trede don cong kich cia
Reiko.

“Thoéi dugc roi. Nay gio nghe anh néi thi c6 vé nhuw anh da biét chan
twéng cta vu viéc. Mau néi cho ching t6i biét suy nghi cia anh di.”
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“Vang.” Kageyama lé phép cii dau, thd phao nhu vira trit dwgc ganh
nang.
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6
Kageyama bat dau néi lén suy nghi ctia minh cho Reiko va Miu nghe.

“Nhitng chi€c mi trong ta bi mat. Chuing ta khong biét chinh xac ching
loai va mau sac ctia chung. Tiéu thw da ké vay. Nhung thung cac tong xép
trong tu lai c6 mi nhung, mii cat két 1ong héa hoc, mii lw6i trai da thudc, mi
bé ré ni. N6i cach khac, nhitng chiéc mii trong thung giong vdi nhitng chiéc
dang bay trén ban day.”

“Nghia la sao?” Reiko nghiéng dau. “Mii trén ban va mii & trong hop

hoan toan khac nhau day. Kamioka Miki khéng swu tap loai mii cao cap thé
nay dau. Ntra sO mii cia c6 dy la loai binh thwong, vira tdi tién.”

“Khong phéi dau chi Reiko.” Miu ndi xen vao. “Anh quan gia dang noi
dén chat lifu mii gobm nhung, 16ng héa hoc, da thudc, ni. Mii bay trén ban
nay déu dwoc lam tr nhitng chat liéu dé.”

“U nhi.” Reiko nhin s& mil tru6c mit réi quay sang nguwdi quan gia.
“Theé thi sao ha Kageyama?”

“Tiéu thw chwa hiéu sao? Loi goi y nam & ngay xdy ra vu an.”

“Vu an xay ra ngay 3 thang Mudi. M6t ngay cudi tuan chang cé gi dac
biét.”

“Vang. Nhung trede do hai ngay, ngay 1 thang Mudi thi sao?”

“1 thang Muoi la ngay gi nhi?” Sau mot giay suy nghi, Reiko nhé ra

ngay. “1 thang Muoi la ngay thay doi trang phuc. Phai roi, dau thang Muoi
la thoi diém dé thay doéi trang phuc.”

“Vang. Nhung nhitng chiéc mii thu dong giong nhw trén ban day lai
nam im trong thung cac tong xép trong goc ti. Vay co thé suy ra, s6 mii cat
trong tam ngan kia la mt xuan he.”
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“Mua hé nam nay rat néng. Mai gan day trdi van con oi bic, do dé
ngay thay déi trang phuc cling mudn hon.”

“Vang. Bén day, t6i mudn héi c6 Miu, chat liéu chinh dé lam nhitng
chiéc mii xuan he la gi?”

“H&?” Bat ngd bi héi nhwng Miu dap ngay. “Chat liéu chinh thi chi cé
nan thoi. Pac biét hé nam nay danh dau su trd lai ctia nhitng chiéc mi
boater. Dé em mang mot chiéc lai day nhé.”

No6i xong, Miu lai len 16i gitta nhitng gia mi dé vao bén trong cita
hang. Lat sau, c6 quay lai véi mot chiéc mii boater don gian két bang nan.
Kageyama don ldy chiéc mii, gio ra truéc anh den, gat dau hai long.

“Chuan qua. Cai nay sé rat c6 ich.”
“C0 ich cho viéc gi?” Reiko nghiéng dau. “Muc nuwéc bang mii nan kho
lam. Nudc sé chdy qua cac mat dan.”

“Tiéu thw n6i dung. Nhung chinh vi thé méi c6 ich. Vi day khong phai
dung cu dé muic nwéc. Ma la dung cu lam rdo nwéc.”

Reiko bt ngd trdc cau noi cua Kageyama.
“Rao nudc!? Giong nhw cai r6!?”

“Vang. Theo tiéu thu ké thi Kamioka Miki khong phai nguwdi hay nau
an. Trong bép c6 nbéi va &m dun nwdc nhung chac chan khong cé dung cu
lam rdo nwdc nhu r6. Bat dac di, hung thu budc phai dung mii nan cat trong
ta thay cho 16. Y twdng ndy ching c6 gi la. Mii boater, néu doi 1én dau thi 1a
mi nhung khi ngtta ra, chang phai rat giong mot ci r6 nan hay sao?”

“U. Cling khong phai khong giéng. Nhung hung thi ding mii 1am 16
véi muc dich gi? Ty nhién hung thu hitng chi muén ludc mi & hién truong
vu an a?”

“Khong. Coéng dung cta rd6 khong chi dé vét mi. R6 con dung dé vot
vat thé ran ra khoi chat 1ong. Vi du dién hinh la cao dat.”
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“...” bat ma la vat thé ran a. “T6i hiéu roi. Tém lai, hung thi muén vét
tht gi d6 ra khoi bon tam. N6i cach khac, hung tha danh roi mot thit vao
bon tam.”

“Vang. Hung tht danh roi cai gi... Tiéu thv doan dugc chwa?”
“Khoan. Bé€ t6i nghi da.”

Reiko khoanh tay, “D¢ phai la thit quan trong v&i hung thu. Mot vat
nho, bat budc phai vét 1én bang r6. Vat dé rat khé nhin trong bon tam chita
day bot mau trang... N6i cach khac, vat d6 mau trang hoac trong suot... A!”

Mot ¥ nghi 16e 1én trong dau Reiko. Vat nhé, trong suot, kho nhin. Rat
quan trong v6i hung thua, hung thu lam roi trong Itic gay an. Vat do la...

“Kinh ap trong! Bung r6i, trong lic sat hai Kamioka Miki, hung tha so
y lam roi kinh &p trong vao bon tam. Bé vét kinh, can phai c6 r6. Nhung vi
khong c6 r6 nén hung thu da dung mi. Ly do tai sao hung tha phai tau tan
hét s6 mii thi ban ndy Miu gidi thich r6i. Chuyén la nhw thé!”

“0, hoan hao qua, chi Reiko.” Miu hao hitng nhém nguoi lén. Vay
hung thu la ngwoi st dung kinh ap trong!”

“Pung thé. Trong s6 ba nghi can, c6 Yoneyama Shoichi deo kinh gong
den, Masubuchi Shinji deo kinh gong bac. Nguoi con lai thi sao? Khi thanh
tra Kazamatsuri chia ra thé canh sat, anh ta phai ghé sat mat vao xem, kiéu
nhw chang nhin dwgc gi. Sau d6, anh ta quay vao nha, ltic quay ra tréng anh
ta lai nhw binh thuwong. Tém lai, anh ta vao nha dé deo kinh ap trong. Vay

',)

dung la anh ta r6i!” Reiko ti tin ndi ra tén ngwdi dan ong.

“Hung thu sat hai Kamioka Miki chinh la Yasuda Takahiko — nguoi yéu
cli ma nhu ké bam dudi.”

Reiko quay sang Kageyama dé tim sy ting ho.

“Anh thay suy luan cuta t6i thé nao? Anh noéi gi di chit. Khen ‘xuat sac’
chang han.”
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Nhung Kageyama khong noi “xuét sac”. Thay vao do...

“Xin 106i tiéu thw.” Kageyama nhin thang vao mat Reiko, héi rat nghiém
tuc, “Tiéu thw dang dua a?”

Reiko chura hét ngac nhién thi Kageyama lé phép noi tiép.

“Néu vay thi tiéu thu dua hay qua.”

Khéng khi im lang bao trum ctra hang trong vai gidy. Dé pha v& sy im
lang, con géi ba chu ctra hang 1én tiéng, “Em c6 nghe nham khong nhi. Anh
quan gia nay vua noi...”

“Em khong nghe nham dau. Quan gia nha chi la thé ddy.”
Reiko ding day, hai tay chong nanh, dung dung noi gian.

“Kageyama! Anh bao dua hay nghia la sao. Quan gia nha Hosho ma lai
an néi nhv thé ha!”

“Vang, toi biét la khong nén nhung cé vé nhu tiéu thw dang dua. Tiéu
thu khong thich sao...”

“Thich cai gi! Toi c6 dua dau!”

Khong biét trut gian vao dau, Reiko bén vo dau bitt tai. “Minh suy luan

2y »

nghiém tuc nhw vay ma lai bi quan gia néi la ‘dua hay qua’.

“T6i nghiép chi Reiko.” Miu an ti nguwdi ban ngoi thu lu trén ghé sofa
r6i quay sang héi nguwdi quan gia, “Suy luan cta chi Reiko sai a?”

“Khong phai sai hét. Ping la hung thu deo kinh ap trong. Nhung dya
vao do dé két luan hung thu la Yasuda Takahiko thi e v6i vang qua. C6 nhiéu
nguoi dung cung lic ca hai loai kinh. Nguwai binh thwdng van deo kinh nhw
Yoneyama Shoichi hay Masubushi Shinji van c6 thé c6 kinh ap trong.
Chirng nao chwa loai bé duwgce kha nang nay thi kinh ap trong khong thé la
can ct dé suy luan.”
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Téc tai r6i boi, Reiko buon ba ngang 1én.

“Néu khong dwa vao doé thi sao c6 thé suy luan dén tan day? Chang nhé
tat cd nhitng suy luan ti* ndy dén gio déu vo ich?”

“Khong vo6 ich. Kinh ap trong la chia khéa quan trong dé pha an.
Nhung viéc ‘hung thu la nguwoi dung kinh ap trong’ thi khong quan trong.
Nguoc lai, viéc hung thu c6 gang tim lai kinh ap trong roi trong bon tam
md&i quan trong. Tiéu thw hiéu chi?”

“T6i chang hiéu gi cd. Hung thu c6 tim lai kinh ap trong bi roi la
chuyén hién nhién. Boi chi can mot bén mat kinh cling da dé nhan dién hung
tha. T6i ma la hung thu, khong doi nao to6i dé mat kinh lot vao tay canh sat
dau.”

“Tiéu thw ndi ding. Hung tha khong thé dé kinh ap trong lot vao tay
canh sat. Tuy nhién...”

Kageyama ngurng lai trede khi dwa ra cau hoi chinh.
“Tai sao hung thu khong thao nwéc bon tam?”
“Ha!? Thao nwdc.”

“Vang. Chi can thao nap la cd nudc, bot, lan mat kinh sé tr6i di hét.
Cach nay da dé xéa dau vét, lai nhe nhang, va khong mat thoi gian. Sao
hung thu lai khéng chon cach dé dang nhat? Khong c6 chuyén hung thu tiéc
mat kinh gia vai chuc nghin yén. So véi viéc lam mét chang khac gi cao dat
kia thi vai chuc nghin yén co6 sa gi.”

“Pung thé. Vay thi viéc khong c6 kinh ap trong han sé khién hung thu
gap khé khan. Vi khéng thé nhin thay gi.”

“Nhung danh roi ca hai bén mat kinh la chuyén rat hiém gap. Cé 1€
hung tht chi danh roi mot bén thoi. Mot bén van nhin dwgc binh thwong.
Khong dén noi kho khan lam.”
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“Cling c6 thé...” Reiko budc phdi thita nhan. “Viéc giét ngudi da hoan
thanh, gi® chi can dem theo may tinh, dién thoai tau thoat la xong. Viéc nay
chi can m6t bén mat kinh la da. Nhung hung th lai nan lai hién trwong, co
gang tim lai bén mat kinh bi roi. Tai sao hung thui budc phai c6 da ca hai
mat kinh... A!”

Lan tht hai trong ngay, mot v nghi 16e 1én trong dau Reiko. Nhung co6
sg vui mirng bay gio e hoi sém. Dé tranh 1ap lai sai lam ban ndy, Reiko than
trong.

“Hung thu khong thé roi khéi hién treong néu nhw khong c6 dua hai bén
mat kinh. Vi hung tha dén hién trwedng bang xe 6 t6. Phai vay khong?”

Kageyama im ldang lang nghe.

“Pung r6i. S€ rat nguy hiém va dang sg¢ néu lai xe vdi mot bén mat
kinh. Chang may xdy ra tai nan thi d6 sé la don chi mang véi hung tha.
Nhung ciing khong thé b lai xe & hién treong. .. Phai khong nao?”

Reiko tham do phan ¢ng ctia nguoi quan gia. Kageyama dat tay 1én
nguc, gat dau kham phuc.

“Pung la tiéu thu cé khac. M6t suy luan tuyét voi.”

Reiko thay nhe ca ngudi, hoi boi réi va ngwong ngung, ¢6 noi, “Thi toi
la diéu tra vién chuyén nghiép ma.”

Miu khong noi gi, chi mim cwoi nhin Reiko.

Con quan gia Kageyama tinh bo dwa ra 10i két luan.

“Tiéu thw néi dung. Hung thu tdi hién truong bang 6 t6. Hung thu la ai
trong s6 ba nghi can? Khong phai la Yasuda Takahiko. Sau khi tang hét moi
tht cho Kamioka Miki, anh ta khong con 0 t0 nita. Masubuchi Shinji thi
sao? Vi gido su c6 mot chiéc xe hang trung. Ong dy séng ¢ Kunitachi, cach

hién truong khoang nam phut di bo. V6i khoang cach nhu vay, trong truong
hop can hanh dong kin k&, ong ta c6 dung 6 t6 khong? Di bo sé nhe nhang
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va an toan hon. Hon nita, néu la hung thd, 6ng ta khong phai mat cong tim
lai kinh ap trong lam gi. Quay vé nha lay kinh sé don gidn hon nhiéu.
Masubuchi Shinji khong phai la hung tha. Vay thi chi con mot nghi can.
Yoneyama Shoichi, chu xuwéng xe bo hoang. Song & Kodaira, riéng 6ng ta
can phdi di 6 t6 t6i Kunitachi dé sat hai Kamioka Miki. Ping nhw
Kazamatsuri hinh dung, Kamioka Miki la nhan tinh ctia Yoneyama Shoichi
va m& bong bong dé 1a nguyén nhan chinh dan dén vu an nay.”

“Trén day chi la suy luan cua t6i.” Kageyama khiém ton néi.

Yoneyama Shoichi bi bat mot tuan sau do6. Khong phai vi toi giét ngudi
ma la vi t0i viit rac sai quy dinh. Nira dém, Yoneyama di ti* nha ra con kénh
Tamagawa noi tiéng vdi vu ti ti ctia nha van Dasai Osamu va bi bat tai tran
khi chuan bi vitt thit gi d6 hinh vuéng xudng dong kénh.

Hai diéu tra vién bat 6ng ta la thanh tra Kazamatsuri va Hosho Reiko.
Vat hinh vuong la may tinh xach tay cua Kamioka Miki.

Sat hai Kamioka Miki xong, Yoneyama da 1y di khoi hién truong may
tinh xach tay — noi lwu nhitng birc the caa hai nguoi. Khi canh sat t6i nha
héi chuyén, ong ta lo viéc gii* chiéc mdy tinh c6 thé gay rac roi. Do vay, ong
ta da c6 hanh dong bat can la nita dém lén it dem may tinh di phi tang.

Vay la vu an vé chiéc mii dugc gidi quyét ém xudi.

Véi tam trang thanh thoi, Reiko gidu Kageyama, bi mat tdi ctta hang
CLOCHE. Mac cho Fujisaki Miu mdi chao da cac loai mii méi nhat, Reiko
chi mua mot chi€c wng y nhat.

Vé tGi nha, c6 hao hitc thao day budc hop mdi.

Trudc vé ngdy tho vo toi ciia Reiko, Kageyama chi con biét thé dai can
nhan.
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“Tiéu thw lai mua mii nita a. Lan nay la kiéu gi nita day...”

“Thi sao? Toi tw thwédng cho minh diy. Ky niém vu an da dugc giai
quyét. Ha ha...”

Reiko 13y tir trong hop ra mot chiéc mi kaki. Co déi 1én dau va ngam
trong guong, coO quay phai, quay trai roi khé chun cam. C6 gio tay phai 1én,
gid vo nhw dang cam khau stng, thic thic vao vanh mii va hoi nguwdi quan
gia, “Anh thay c6 hgp khong?”

Kageyama thoang ngac nhién trong mét giay. Anh nhin vanh mi roi
nhin Reiko, dap.

“Rat hgp. Thwa nit canh sat trudng.”

3 Sk Sk Sk ok
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Cau chuyén thit ba:
Chao mirng dén bira tiéc muru sat

1
“Kageyama, anh thay cai nao hgp hon?”
Ngoi ¢ ghé sau chiéc Limousine, Reiko ct doi di d6i lai hai cai mii roi
nhin vao gwong chiéu hju dé tham do phan tng ngudi 1ai xe. “Cai mau tim
rong vanh? Hay cai mau hong cé dang ten?”

Quan gia kiém lai xe Kageyama liéc nhin guwong chiéu hau roi dua ra
cau tra 1oi an toan, “Cai nao ciing hgp.” Sau dé, anh biéu 16 chiit chan thanh
bang giong hoi mia mai, “Tiéu thw chon cai nao di nita thi d6 cling khong
phai 1a mii danh cho diéu tra vién.”

“Qi khong. T6i tirng thay trén ti vi roi. Mot nit canh sat gdc Phap doi
chiéc mii den diéu hon thé nay nhiéu di bo trén dwong bang day.”

“Canh trong phim G-Man giita thap nién 70? Nhung dé la phim truyén
hinh.”

Phim truyén hinh? Reiko — nguwdi dang nghiéng dau thac mac 1a mot niy
diéu tra vién bang xwong bang thit ctia S& canh sat Kunitachi. Co la con gai
duy nhat ctia 6ng Hosho Seitaro — chu tich tdp doan Hosho — tap doan da
nganh hang dau thau tém moi linh vy ti tai chinh, may moc, truyén thong,
bat dong san cho tGi truyén hinh, am nhac, xuat ban truyén trinh tham chinh
thong.

Hom nay la ngay nghi phép cua thang Muoi mot nén Reiko tGi du tiéc
ciia m6t nguwdi quen. Hang ngay, do tinh chat cta cong viéc, Reiko budc
phai thu minh trong nhitng bo do cong s& gian di nén moi khi di dv tiéc, co
lai phat huy t6i da “nhu cau trung dién” von cé cia mot tiéu thw con nha
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giau. Hom nay c0 cfing dién phuc trang hoan hdo ctia mot tiéu thw gom vay
do gan hoa hong, khan quang 16ng thé va giay gét nhon dinh no.

“Xong, t6i sé chon céi nay!” Reiko chon m{i mau hong. Tiép theo, c6
lay tir chiéc hop nhé & bén canh ra vai mén doé nit trang va ngam nghia nhw
bi thoi mién.

“Nay, nén chon vién nao nhi? Kim cwong, ngoc luc bdo hay hong
ngoc?”

Nhung dap lai chi la tiéng thd dai cia Kageyama tir ghé 14i.

Reiko chon xong dwgc nit trang thi cling la Iic chiéc Limousme dén
duwgc Takanawa thudc quan Minato — dia ban canh tranh ctia nhiéu khach san
cao cap. Tai day, c6 mot khach san lau doi cling mang tén “Quan Minato”
dang phai canh tranh khoc liét v6i nhitng khach san danh tiéng khac. Toa
nha mang tén “Thap mdGi” cta khach san la noi dién ra bira tiéc hom nay.

Sau khi ditng xe trwdc sanh khach san, Kageyama nhanh chéng xudng
xe dé md ctra cho Reiko. Bang cwr chi thanh thao, Reiko xoay ngudi, cho hai
chan xuéng trudc. Lap tirc, anh mat cna tat ca cac quy ong dang ditng & ctra
khach san d6 don vao d6i chan cua Reiko. Biét la minh dang dugc chu vy,
Reiko thong tha budc xuéng xe, duyén dang nhac chan phai dang di giay goét
nhon lén thi...

Xoach! Bot nhién c6 chan cua co... Xoach! Reiko thay minh dang nam
up hai tay xuéng dat trong tu thé cia mot cau thu ném bong vira bi mot ca
danh 16i nguwoc dong. Mat mat qua! Nhung chi 0,1 gidy sau, Reiko ditng day
dwgc ngay, co cat giong uy quyén hoi nguwdi quan gia ditng bén canh.

“Kageyama, t0i vira bi nga a?”

Kageyama ngoanh di cho khac r6i quay lai ngay, dap, “Sao co? T6i
thdy tiéu thw vira xuéng xe ma.”

“Pung r6i. T6i cling c6 cam giac thé.”
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NhG 6 su té nhi cia cac quy 6ng, tai dién kich ctia Kageyama va su
nhanh nhen cda ban than ma Reiko da thoat khoi mot tinh huéng bé miat.
Kageyama quay lai xe dé lai vao bai do.

Con lai mot minh, Reiko lam b than nhién nhw khong r6i can than di
qua canh ctta ti dong.

Nhung diang ldc canh ctra tw dong mé sang hai bén, c6 tiéng cuwoi khiic
khich vong dén tai Reiko. Nguon xuat phat la tir ba c6 gai an mac ryc ro
chang kém gi Reiko. Reiko quay sang nhin va biét minh da gap han.

“...” Hrm! Sao lai dé may dira d6 nhin thay chit!

Nhitng ngwoi dang chi tay vé Reiko cwdi nhw nac né kia la ba c6 ban
dai hoc xau tinh.

Khoang 1 gid chiéu. Tai phong tiéc cao cap — niém ty hao cua khach
san Quan Minato — dién ra bita tiéc hoanh trang. Chi dén khi nguoi ditng
dau gia toc Kiryuin — 6ng Kiryuin Goro — mic 4o chan-chan-ko’ dé bwéc 1én
buc phat biéu, Reiko md&i hiéu muc dich cua bita tiéc 1a chiic mirng sinh nhat
lan thit 60 ctia bo Ayaka. V@i Reiko, tiéc tung chi la cai c& dé cac co gai
dugc dip trung dién tir dau tdi chan. Co chang quan tam do 1a tiéc sinh nhat,
tiéc shichi-go-san” hay tiéc &n mirng giai tiéu thuyét trinh tham chinh théng.

Sau man phat biéu té nhat la dén phan tiéc ditng. Ba c6 gai cudi nhao
Reiko ban ndy voi di ra ché Reiko.

“Lau 1am r6i ching minh mé&i gap nhau dong du thé nay. Hinh nhw su6t
tir hoi thang Tw.”

Co ban vay mau dé dun ho hédi. Chan tay c6 dai va thon, mai téc dai,
den nhanh. C6 1a Miyamoto Natsuki. Mot c6 gai binh thwdng thich ndi tiéng,
c6 6ng bo lam viéc tai mot cong ty 16n. S& trwdong cua co la tennis. Chot nhg
t@i cii nga cua Reiko ban ndy, c6 ndi, “Reiko chdng thay déi gi. Van hau dau
the...”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Natsuki van con buon cwoi a. Nhung phai cong nhan la trong Reiko
nga rat hay.”

Nguwoi cwoi hua theo 1a mot co6 gai nho nhan van chiéc vay diém dua
mau dé pha hong. Co tén Mori Hinako. Co la con gai mot bac si nha khoa
giau c6, kém ba ngwoi con lai mét tudi nén dwgc coi nhw em ut. S treong
cta co la trugt tuyét. Co cat giong diu dang.

“Reiko, chan cau khong sao chit? Minh thdy c6 chan cau xoay ca 90
d@.,’

“Khong sao. Vi chan minh khong xoay 90 do.” C6 chan Reiko khong
déo dén thé.

Reiko tinh bo dap. That ra mat ca chan Reiko dang dau nhitc nhw vira
bi ai d&. Con dau nay sé con kéo dai dén ngay mai. Nhung gio khong phai
lic dé dau.

Danh du khong cho phép Reiko 16 diém yéu tredc mat c6 gai nay.

Reiko nhu tham, c6 gitt vé diém nhién trong khi c6 gai mim cwdi noi,
“Ha ha, ai bao cau thich lam dang, di giay r0 cao nén mdi vo éch nhu thé
chi. Lan sau nén di giay thé thao nhé... Ha ha, rat hop vdi dang cau day!”

DPén luwgt cd dién vay do ruc nhe sao Hollywood 14y tay che miéng cudi

7

16n.

“Ha ha, mac vay da hdi di giay thé thao... Ha ha... Pting la kiét tac...
Ha ha... Ha ha... Oi... hu... hu... hu... Minh... khong thé duogc...”

“Nguy r6i! Ayaka bi sac!” Hinako lao tdi.

“Cuoi gi ma dén noi bi sac thé.” Natsuki chép miéng, vo vo vao lung
Ayaka.

Thay vay, Reiko thiing thang bao, “Ci¢ dé cau dy cuwoi dén chét di.”
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Nguwoi bi sac la Kiryuin Ayaka. Co la tiéu thw nha Kiryuin — gia dinh
quy toc c6 phan noi tiéng hon gia dinh Hosho. S& treong cua c6 1a boi 16i.

Kiryuin la gia tdc tao dung nén dé ché tai chinh Kiryuin, mot tap doan
da nganh, tham gia moi linh vie tir xay dwng, may moc, thwe pham, cong
nghé thong tin cho t6i phim anh, truyén trinh tham hai hwéc. No6i ngan gon
thi d6 la mot gia dinh giau c6 ngang ngtra v4i gia dinh Hosho. Piém khac
nhau gitra hai co tiéu thu 1a mot dang lam tai S& Canh sat Kunitachi, mot &
nha phu giup gia dinh.

Hai c6 géi c6 nhiéu diém twong dong ay la ké thu khong ddi troi chung
tir hoi hoc dai hoc, dén ndéi moi nguwdi con don thoi rang “hai nguwdi hay chi
chée nhu chi em rudt”.

Nhan thay bau khong khi bat thwong, Kageyama ha giong héi Reiko,
“Thura tiéu thw, cudc hoi ngé mién cudng nay la thé nao?”

“Mién cudng gi, chi la khong né nang gi nhau thoi...”

Thay can phai giai téa sw hiéu lam ctia Kageyama, Reiko gigi thiéu anh
vdi ba nguoi ban xau tinh. Reiko lan lwot gidi thiéu vé Natsuki, Hinako,
Ayaka ciing nhv m6i quan hé ctia bon nguai.

“Ching t6i 1a m6t nhém choi tir héi dai hoc. Tén nhom la Season
Sport.”

“Season Sport!?” Kageyama nghiéng ngudi khi nghe thay céi tén la.
“Nhom gi vay?”

MGt nhém “siéu thé thao” noi cac c6 gai du thtra tién bac va sitc khoe
tan hwdng cac mon thé thao theo mua. Nghia la...

“Mua heé thi choi cac mon thé thao trén bién & bai bién Shonan.” Ayaka

“Mua thu thi choi tennis & cao nguyén Karuizawa. Natsuki noi.

“Mua dong thi treot tuyét & Echigo Yuzawa.” Hinako noi.
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“Mua xuan thi ngam hoa anh dao & cong vién Inokashira.” Reiko noi.

“Chung t6i 1a Nhom Season Sport, dugc biét tdi vdi cai tén NSS.” Ca
bén ¢6 cung dong thanh.

Sau nhiéu lan van dung, gio day, man gidi thiéu vé nhém gan nhw da
dat dén nguwdng trinh dién chuyén nghiép.

“Ngam hoa ciing la thé thao w? Lan dau tién td6i nghe thdy day.”
Kageyama dung ngoén tay day cap kinh gong bac 1én. “Vay NSS chi c6 bon
thanh vién?”

“A khong...” Reiko nhin ba ngudi ban thim do, “Théat ra con c6 Kizaki
Mai nita, nhung c6 ay dang...”

“C0 dy gap chuyén va phai nhap vién.” Natsuki buon ba bo sung.
“U, nguyén nhan 1a do cau Teshirogi...” Hinako toan giai thich thi...
“Hinako, dirng an noi linh tinh!” Ayaka cat ngang 16i Hinako.

Thdy khong khi cé vé cang thang nén Kageyama khéng héi gi nita, lui
lai sau mot buwéce.

Im lang dwgc mot lic thi bén ¢6 bat dau quay sang binh pham trang
phuc cua nhau.

“Vay ctia bon minh déu mau do kia.” Natsuki lan lwgt nhin vay cda
t'ng ngwoi roi reo 1én. ‘“Trong c nhw la Chién déi Bi mat Ranger Do.”

“Vay ctia minh tuy mét nita la héng nhwng van goi la dé nhi.” Hinako
néi r6i nhin hai tiéu thw dai cac ditng doi dién, “Reiko va Ayaka con giong
nhau nhv duc co.”

“U nhi. Gio md&i dé ¥, tréng hai ngudi ¢ nhw nhém WINK® d6.”

“Pirng c6 bdo bon t& giong nhau!” “Ai la WINK & day!”
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Ayaka va Reiko lwodm nhau nhv muén bdo, Giong dau ma giong.
Nhwng qua that, Reiko va Ayaka chang khac nao hinh dnh phan chiéu trong
guwong. Natsuki chi tay vao hai c6 gai r6i cuoi 16n, “Dén vién da deo & co
cling c6 mau giong nhau. Hai cau co6 tinh a?”

Trén dwong dén bita tiéc, Reiko ban khodan mai mé&i chon dugc vién
ngoc luc bdo. Vién da mau xanh téa sang l1ap lanh noi c¢6 ao hoi tré cta
Reiko. Trén nguc Ayaka cting c6 mot vien véi kich thuéce twong ty. Bung la
trang phuc cta ca hai giéng nhau dén tirng chi tiét.

“Natsuki va Hinako ciling thé con gi!” Ayaka phan cong. “Vién da hai
cau dang deo cling giong nhau. Déu la hong ngoc. Hay ctia Hinako khong
phai la héng ngoc?”

“Pirng c6 nhin cham cham vao nguc nguwdi khac nhw thé!”

Hinako ngwgng ngung lay tay che nguwe. Ca bon ngudi ciing cuwdi. Bung
lic ay...

Reiko chgt nhin thdy. Mot c6 gai trong kha gia dan véi chiéc vay den
sang trong. Guwong mat xinh dep chi cé thé miéu td bang hai tir “hit hon”
khién nguwdi khac nhin khong muén roi mat. Giong nhw Reiko va Ayaka, cd
gai chi nhin thodng qua ciing biét 1a tiéu thu con nha danh gia nay chinh la
Teshirogi Mizuho, con gai ong Teshirogi Kosaku — 6ng chu cta hang loat
khach san cao cdp rai rac khap ca nwdc. Khach san Quan Minato noi dién ra
bu6i tiéc hém nay cling nam dwéi sw quan ly cua gia dinh Teshirogi. C6 1€ vi
thé ma Mizuho dang tro chuyén kha vui vé v6i ong Kiryuin Goro — chti nhan
cua bira tiéc.

Nhom NSS ciing c6 moi quan hé than thiét véi Mizuho.

Ngoai trit viéc ngam hoa & céng vién Inokashira, cac hoat dong khac
ctia nhom déu gan lién vdi viéc nghi ngoi tai cac khu resort va cac khu nay
luon la cua gia dinh Teshirogi. Reiko thwong nho mot ngudi ban tén
Teshirogi Kazuya, chau ong Teshirogi Kosaku lo chuyén ddt phong. Ciing vi
thé ma Teshirogi Kazuya va Mizuho da nhiéu lan tham gia cac chuyén hoc
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tap (tic nghi dudng) cia nhém NSS. Reiko con nhé la cé hai choi tennis rat
gioi.

Reiko dang tan ngan chwa dam goi thi Mizuho da nhin thdy nhém cuta
Reiko. Néi chuyén véi 6ng Kiryuin Goro xong, Mizuho mim cwdi nhw thé
gdp lai ban than r6i tién lai phia Reiko.

“Chao Reiko, 1au roi khéng gap. Cac ban trong ruc rd qua. Cit nhu chi
ch6 nay méi c6 hoa ng.”

Reiko dang dinh néi la “Hoa dé a?” thi Ayaka da lén tiéng trudc,
“Puwong nhién. Tiéc cia bé minh ma, 1a con gai, minh ciing phai xinh nhw
hoa chit.” No6i xong, Ayaka nhac vay 1én va xoay mot vong. “Tiéc 1a hom
nay khong c6 nhiéu anh dep trai.”

“Pay la tiéc mirng sinh nhat 60 tudi. Nhiéu ong gia la ding roi.” Reiko
than tha.

“Hgp voi Reiko qua con gi?”

Ayaka mia mai xong, lap titc khoang cach gitta tran Reiko va Ayaka
gan nhw bang.

“Ha, y cau la gi!” “Minh khong bao cau thich 6ng gia!” “Cau vira noi
day thoi!” “Nhuwng day la sy that!” “Im di, do...” “Cau néi cai gi ha do...”

Nhin hai nguwdi ban chi chée, Mizuho mim cwoi, “Hai ban van than
thiét nhw xwa...”

“Cau thay thé a? Chang than thiét gi dau.” Natsuki chinh lai.

“Minh c6 chuyén nay muén héi Ayaka.” Mizuho ha giong. “Nghe noi
hém nay khong chi 1a tiéc sinh nhat ma con la dip dé dwa ra mot tuyén bo
trong dai. Ban ndy, bo cau bao thé. Nhung 6ng khong noéi gi thém.”

“Thé ha!?” Ayaka tam ngung cai va véi Reiko, quay sang nhin Mizuho.
“Tuyén bd trong dai gi co? Minh khong biét.”
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“Minh ciling nghe don thé.” Ngudi gio tay la Hinako. “Nhwng chang ai
biét cu thé ca. Khong r6 la chuyén gi.”

“Biét dau lai tuyén bo tiéu thw nha Kiryuin dinh hon...” Mizuho dua.

“That khong Ayaka?” Hinako sot sang hoi.

“Vé van! Lam gi c6 chuyén d6.” Ayaka lac dau nguay ngudy, hai bén
ma ci do tng lén.

Reiko nhin sang Ayaka gat gu, “Cong nhan. Tin dong troi nhw thé thi
Ayaka sao ma gitt im lang duoc.”

“U. Ayaka cha khoe ngay y chi?.”

Natsuki khodi chi dap tay vao nhau va ca nam c6 cung 6 lén cuwdi. Cong
tac tham do dén day la két thic ma khéng thu dugce gi thém.

“Chao cac ban nhé. Hom nao dén nha minh choi. Minh lu6én chao dén
cac ban.”

Mizuho vay tay chao réi roi khoi nhém Reiko.
Tranh tha lic cudc chuyén tro dang tam lang, Ayaka va Hinako di lay
do6 an. Con lai hai ngwoi, Natsuki khé vo vai Reiko.

“Cau nhin kia. Nguwoi ditng canh Mizuho. Kazuya day.”

Reiko nhin theo huéng Natsuki chi. Mizuho dang néi chuyén véi mot
nguoi trong rat quen. Tén cau ta la Teshirogi Kazuya, ban dai hoc ctia Reiko.
Hoa ra cau ta cling dén du bita tiéc h6m nay.

Teshirogi Mizuho va Kazuya. Hai chi em dang n6i chuyén rat than mat
chang khac gi hai chi em rudt.
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Tuyén bo trong dai dwgc ong Kiryuin Goro dwa ra khi bita tiéc budc
vao phan chinh.

Trén buc phat biéu, ngudi ditng dau gia toc Kiryuin cham rai lay ra mot
vat hinh chit nhat. Chiéc tdi dung dia DVD. Trudc sy hoi hop cho dgi cta
tat cd moi ngwoi trong hdi trwong, 6ng Kiryuin Goro bat dau, “Pay chinh la
tuyén bo trong dai ma quy vi dang cho dgi. Nhung khong phai dia DVD
dau. Xin quy vi hay cht y quan sat nhitng gi sap dién ra. Nao...”

Vira noéi, 6ng Kiryuin Goro vira tim mot géc chiéc tdi, nhe nhang kéo
xuong. Lap tic, toan bo phan ni 16ng trong sudt bao quanh chiéc hdp tudt ra.

“Chung t6i sap tung ra thi truong mét san pham dot pha, ni 16ng boc
dia DVD chuyén dung. Nho loai ni long nay, quy vi sé dugc giai thoat khai
st bire boi khi moi 1an mua dia DVD vé, dang hao hitc mu6én xem ngay thi
lai khong tai nao béc dugce 16p ni 16ng ra. Quy vi thay thé nao!”

Ca hoi trrong sitng so trong gidy lat. Lac dac co tiéng vo tay. Sau do,
tiéng vo tay tda di nhw nhitng dot song ngam, chang may chdc ca héi truong
cung vo tay rao rao.

“Nay Kageyama.” Reiko hoi nguwoi quan gia ding bén canh. “Kia la
san pham dot pha that ha?”

“Vang. Chinh x4c la mot san pham dot pha. Ké tiv hém nay, lich st
khon khé sé khép lai.”

Ban than Kageyama ciing giti nhitng cai vo tay chiic mirng vé phia buc
phat biéu. Con vGi Reiko, day thue sy 1a mot tuyén bd khé hiéu.

Bita tiéc dién ra chirng mot tiéng rui thi cac vi khach bat dau di lai tro
chuyén v6i nhau. Reiko cung cac ban trong nhém NSS tu tap ¢ hanh lang
bén ngoai hoi treong. Theo mot cach ty nhién, cha dé cudc ndi chuyén xoay
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quanh “tuyén b6 trong dai” dang that vong ban ndy. Truwdc nhitng 10i chi
trich “Mat hét ca hitng” “Dén chiu” “That khé hiéu” ctia ban be, Kiryuin
Ayaka 1én tiéng bénh vurc bo, “Puing la b6 minh c6 khac!”

“B0 cau lam sao?” Reiko biu moi. “Minh da hy vong dé la tuyén bo
dinh hon.”

“Cau noi déi.” Ayaka néi nhu thé nhin thau tam can Reiko. “Cé ma cau
sg minh lay chong truwéc cau thi c6.”

So u! Tran cta hai ngwoi lai chuan bi giap 1a ca, dung luc ay...

“Oi cac cd! Céc cd c6 thdy chi Mizuho dau khong? Tbi khong thay chi
ay dau ca.”

Nguoi cit ngang cudc néi chuyén 1a Teshirogi Kazuya. O, Kazuya goi
Mizuho la chi kia. Thi hai nguwdi ding la chi em ma.

“Mizuho?” Hinako nghiéng dau.

“T6i khong biét.” Reiko va Ayaka dong thanh.

“Chang phai anh & canh Mizuho su6t v?” Nguwoi dat cau hoi la Natsuki.
“Cho t¢i ban ndy thi nhw vay... Oi!”

Kazuya chwa kip ndi hét cau thi bong c6 hai nhan vién bao vé tir dau
lao t6i nhw muén x0 ngd cd Kazuya. Ho hét héi chay téi civa thang may roi
sot rudt ditng cho. Nhan thdy cé sy bat thwong, mau nghé nghiép noéi 1én,
Reiko tién dén hoéi, “Hai anh sao thé? C6 chuyén gi a?”

Hai nhan vién bao vé mat van nhin vao 6 thong bao so6 tang thang may,
lanh lung dap, “Khong lién quan tdi co dau.”

Thé thi danh vay. Tuy con hoi sém nhung Reiko quyét dinh tung ra bao
boi, “Kageyama, 1ay cai d6 ra day cho t6i.”

“Thwa vang.” Kageyama voi thoc tay vao tui ao vest tuxedo.
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MGt gidy sau, trén tay phai anh la chiéc thé canh sat.

Hét nhw vi pho twéng gio ra chiéc huy hiéu, anh gio chiéc thé canh sat
1én, lap titc, thai do cua hai nhan vién bao vé thay doi,

“Canh sat a! Pang lic qua!” Ca hai tém lay nguc do Kageyama — lic
nay van cam trén tay thé canh sat — r6i 16i tudt anh vao thang may. “Mai anh
di cung chung t6i!”

Co6 vé nhu ho twong Kageyama la canh sat. Kageyama chwa kip hiéu
chuyén gi thi da thay minh & trong thang may.

“Poi da! Toi mai la canh sat!” Reiko ndi roi lao vao theo.

“Ca bon toi nita!” Ayaka, Natsuki, Hinako va ca Kazuya ciing lao theo.
That 1a mot canh twgng hon don.

Canh ctra khép lai, thang mday bat dau di chuyén 1én trén. Pich dén cta
hai nhan vién bao vé la tang thuong.

“Chung t6i nhan dwoc tin bao trén tang thwgng cé mot c6 gai bi thuwong
vao dau. Nguwoi bao tin 1a mét chang trai. Cé thé day la mot vu danh nguoi
gay thuong tich.” Mot nhan vién bao vé thong bao tinh hinh cho Kageyama.

“T6i da noi roi.” Reiko giam got giay. “Canh sat la toi chit khong phai
anh ta!”

Reiko 1dy lai thé canh sat tir tay Kageyama, gio ra tre6c mat hai nhan
vién bdo vé, “Hosho Reiko, S& Canh sat Kunitachi! Cac anh nhin di. C6 ca
anh mot diéu tra vién xinh dep day nay!” Khi hai nhan vién bdo vé hiéu ra
6 tiéu thw dién vay xung xinh ding trdc mat la mot canh sat bang xuwong

bang thit thi cling la Iic thang may lén téi tang thuwong.

Tang thwgng la noi dé phoi d6 va dat bé nwdc. Reiko van mac dinh nhw
vay cho t&i khi dat chan 1én tang thwong toa “Thap méi” khach san Quan
Minato. Mgt khong gian xanh muwét hién ra triedc mat, dén noi chang ai nghi
dang & trén tang thuong hay & quan Minato. Mot vieon cay trén khong. Cac
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loai hoa mua thu dang dwgc trong trong luong. Khu vuon duwgce bai tri theo
kiéu Anh. G6c vuon c6 mot khu nha kinh, noi ctta c6 vai ngudi dang xtim
xit.

Hai nhan vién bao vé va Reiko chay v0i vé phia d6. Ba ngudi trong
nhom NSS cung Kageyama, Teshirogi Kazuya ciing theo sat dang sau. Ho
lach qua dam ngudi dé tGi trude ctra nha kinh. Bén trong, rat nhiéu chau cay
dugce dit trén nhitng chiéc gia iam theo kiéu gia Hinadan®. Mot c6 gai mic
vay den dang nam gitra 16i di. Canh do6 1a mot thanh nién méc vest ctii xuéng
lo lang nhin c6 gai. Reiko chwa gap anh chang nay bao gio nhung nhan ra
ngay co0 gai mdc vay den.

“Mizuho!” Reiko hét 1én r6i chay vao trong nha kinh.

Hai nhan vien bdo vé ciing lao theo. Pitng bén ngoai, cac thanh vién
trong nhom NSS cung cat 1én thit giong na na nhau.

“Cai gi! Mizuho a!” Hinako nai.

“Co that la Mizuho khong!” Natsuki noi.

“Mizuho chét r6i a!” Ayaka noi.

An véi cha néi!

Reiko nhan mat triedc 16i an néi vo duyén ctia may c6 ban roi cti xudng
kiém tra vét thuwong ctia Mizuho.

Mizuho bi thwong ¢ mé thai dwong trai. May la vét thuwong khong qua
sau, chi hoi chdy mau. Nhung van phaéi can than vi day la vét thwong & dau.
Reiko ra 1énh, “Goi cap cttu ngay. Ca canh sat nita.”

“T6i goi roi.” Anh chang mac vest dap. “Teshirogi cé sao khong?”
“Teshirogi?” Hai nhan vién bao vé giat minh “Co nay la Teshirogi...”
“U, Teshirogi Mizuho. Con gai 6ng Teshirogi Kosaku.”

Cau noi ctra Reiko khién mat hai nhan vién bao vé tai nhot di.
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“Teshirogi u'!” “Ong 4y 1a cht ¢ ddy ddy!” “Nguy roi!” “Mau cttu cd ay
di!” “Phai cttu co ay!”

H4, lam viéc dva trén déi twgng a!? Reiko ngan ngdm quay sang hoi
chang trai, “Con anh la ai?”

“Toi la Mayama Shinji... Ban than cua Teshirogi.”

Thai do ngdp ngirng ciia Mayama Shinji cho thdy mdi quan hé cta anh
ta vOi Teshirogi Mizuho khong phdai ban be ma la nguoi yéu. Reiko khong
biét chuyén Mizuho c6 ban trai nhung du sao c6 ay cling la mot my nhan.
Viéc c6 mét hay hai ngwoi yéu, ba hay bon ngwoi tinh cling chang c6 gi la.

“Co Hosho!” Cé tiéng goi Reiko tir phia sau. Reiko ngoanh lai thi thay
Teshirogi Kazuya dang ding trwdc ctra nha kinh nhin vao véi vé lo lang.
“Chi Mizuho 6n ch?”

“On anh Kazuya a. Anh ditng lo. Nay cac cau!” Reiko canh cdo ba
nguwoi ban luc nay da budc vao bén trong nha kinh. “Cac cau ra ngoai ngay!
Néu khong minh sé bat cac cau vi tdi can tréd nguwoi thi hanh céng vu day.”

“Ai lai di bat ban be bao gio.” Natsuki néi.

“Bon minh chi lo cho Mizuho thoi.” Hinako néi.

“Canh sat Kunitachi dirng c6 xen vao chuyén bén quan Minato.” Ayaka
noi.

Bo ngoai tai 10i noi cua ba nguoi ban, Reiko ra lénh cho nguoi quén
gia, “Kageyama, c¢ dudi ho ra cho t6i.”

“Vang.” Kageyama nhan lénh nhwng chi 1é phép cti dau véi cac co gai
ma khong c6 bat ky hanh dong vii lyc nao, “Xin cac c6 hay nghe 16i tiéu
thw.”

Reiko binh tinh quan sat nha kinh. Cach ch6é Mizuho nga chirng 2 mét,
mot chdu hoa rong nam lan 16c. Reiko cti xu6ng nhin, ditng nhw dy doan,
trén chau c6 dinh mot it mau. Teshirogi bi danh bang chau hoa.
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Pung lic ay, c6 1é nho no luc ctu nguwdi cua hai nhan vién bao vé nén
Mizuho da tinh lai, khé ho “hy hy” r6i ma& mat.

“Cau tinh lai r6i, tot qua.” Reiko nhu trut dugc ganh nang

“Teshirogi!” Mayama Shinji hét len. “Co chuyén gi vay! Ai da danh
em!”

Mizuho trd 10i cau hoéi cta nguwdi yéu bang giong yéu 6t, “Mot c6 gai. ..
Co0 ta danh em bang mot vat trong la 1am, em chwa nhin thdy bao gio...”

Cau nham day Mizuho. Tai cdu chwa bao gid nhin thdy day chau hoa
thoi.

Reiko nghi vay nhung khong noi ra, c6 cham cha lang nghe Mizuho.

“... Em c6 trong thay mat... Mot c6 gai khéng quen...”

“Mot co gai khong quen danh em w? That qua dang!” Mayama gian di
noi.

“Vang... Nhung em da nhin thay c6 ta ¢ dau do roi... Co6 ta mac chiéc
vay dé... hd nguc... c6 deo mot vién da rat dep... mau xanh luc. Giong nhw
vién cau dang deo.”

Mizuho chi tay vé phia Reiko. Reiko dang mac chiéc vay do hé nguc.
Trén nguc c6 la mot vien ngoc luc bao.

Vién ngoc luc bao huyén bi sang lap lanh dwéi anh nang mua thu.
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Chang may choc, quanh khu viece khach san Quan Minato vang lén
tiéng coi xe citu thwong va xe canh sat. Cac nhan vién y té€ nhanh chéng 1én
tang thugng, dwa Teshirogi Mizuho 1én cang roi tirc toc roi khéi hién trueong.
Cong tac diéu tra chinh thitc dugc trién khai dwdi sy chi dao ctia canh sat
khu vuec.

Gitt quyén chi huy hién treong 1a mot ngwdi dan 6ng trung nién trong
co vé dang tin cay. Thanh tra Miura.

Vira nhin thdy Reiko, thanh tra giat minh, 6ng khoanh tay, nghiéng dau
nhw thé luc tim trong trf nhd. “O... ¢6 1a... c6 phai la... wm...” Nhung roi
ong bé cudc. “Nao, moi moi nguwoi lui ra kéo dnh hwdng téi cong tac diéu

»

tra.

“Xin thanh tra dung bo cudc!” Reiko van nai. “Toi day. Hosho ¢ S&
Canh sat Kunitachi day. Hosho Reiko, nguoi bi tinh nghi la hung thu trong
vu an @ Shirokanedai ngay trugce.”

“0, héa ra 1a c6 a. Tét nhién 1a tdi van nhé!”

“...” Ong c6 nhé dau. Reiko thé dai.

“Chung ta c6 duyén khong chi mot ma nhitng hai [an. Nhung trong vu
nay, khong phai c6 la ngwdi dau tién phat hién vu viéc ddy chir?”

“Tiéc qua. Toi chi la nguwdi thit hai thoi.” Reiko chi sang anh chang
ding bén canh. “Anh Mayama Shinji ddy méi la ngudi dau tién. Nguwoi bao
cho 110 cling la anh ta. T6i cling chira nghe dugc gi tir anh ta.”

Poi Reiko néi xong, thanh tra Miura lién quay sang nhin Mayama
Shinji. Thanh tra Miura nghiém mat yéu cau Mayama Shinji thuat lai dién
bién sy viéc cho tdi trude thoi diém anh ta goi 110.

Rét binh tinh, Mayama nhin thang vao mat thanh tra va thuat lai su
viéc.
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“T6i va Teshirogi Mizuho la dong nghiép lam cung cong ty. Tuy chua
noi voi ai nhung hién chiung téi dang hen ho v6i nhau. Bira tiec hom nay
cling la do c6 dy mai toi dén. Nhung tai bita tiéc, ching t6i chang cé co hoi
tro chuyén vi ngai moi ngudi. Co dy c n6i chuyén vGi cau em ho Kazuya
sudt. Vi vay t6i ra cd ay lén tang thugng. Toi biét tang thuwgng ctia khach san
la viedn cay, rat vang ngudi. Toi nhan tin cho c6 dy. Lic dé khoang 2 gio
chiéu. Co ay tra 10i ngay. Noi dung la, Em sé 1én ngay. Chac chan c6 dy da
1én tang thuwgng ngay sau khi trd 16i tin nhan cta t6i.”

“Anh cling lén luon a?”

“Tat nhién la toi dinh thé, nhuwng khéng may lai dung phai cap trén...
T6i nghi la mat khodng mudi phut. Thoat khéi cap trén xong la téi 1én ngay
tang thwong. Ching t6i hen nhau & canh nha kinh. Lén t6i noi, t6i chang
thdy ai. Nghi la c6 dy gian, bé xudng réi nhung t6i van thr ngé vao bén
trong nha kinh va thdy Mizuho dang nam gitta 16i di. T6i la toang 1én r6i lao
dén cho c6 ay. Co6 ay bi ngat, dau dang chay mau. T6i rit dién thoai, goi cho
cap cltu, va ca canh sat nita. B&i t6i nhan dinh day khong phai la tai nan.”

Cudc goi tdi phong bao vé cling la do Mayama Shinji thye hién tw dién
thoai treo twong trong nha kinh.

Tinh hinh da ro.

Teshirogi Mizuho bi ai d6 tan cong trong khodng thoi gian muwdi phut
khi ngudi yéu dén tré. Hung khi 1a chau hoa roi canh nan nhan. Chac chan
tha pham vo tinh nhin thady chau hoa quanh d6 va chon luon lam hung khi.

Nhung tha pham la ai, tai sao lai hanh dong nhu vay?

Manh méi nam & 16i khai ctia nan nhan. Reiko chap ndi nhitng cau noéi
nhat ging ctia Mizuho va thuat lai cho thanh tra Miura. Thanh tra t6 ra kha
quan tdm dén 10i khai nhwng dong thoi cling dwa ra nhitng nghi van, “Tha
pham la mot c6 gai khong quen. Nan nhan da n6i vay. Him, diéu nay nghe
la qua. Lam sao tang thugng cta khach san cao cdp lai c6 cuwép duge nhi?”
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“Vang, day kho cé thé 1a mot vu cwdp. Hon nita, Mizuho ciing khai da
gap co ta ¢ dau do.”

“Mau thuan qua. Thé la sao? Quen hay khong quen?
“Chia khéa giai quyét mau thuan nam & bita tiéc chang?”

Reiko dwa ra 10i giai thich. “Bita tiéc hdm nay rat dong. Phan 16n khach
t6i duw déu khong quen biét nhau. Nhuwng trong cung mot bita tiéc, kiéu gi ho
cling cham mdt nhau mét vai lan. Mizuho bao khong quen c6 gai, nhung
dong thoi lai n6i da gap co ta ¢ dau do, 161 khai nay cho thay tha pham la
khach tham dy bita tiéc ky niém sinh nhat lan thit 60 cua 6ng Kiryuin Goro.”

“T6i hiéu r6i. Loi khai tha pham mac vdy do cang khang dinh do6 la
khach tham dy bita tiéc. Chwa ké thti pham con deo mot vién ngoc mau xanh
c0 16n noi co6 ao nita...”

Thanh tra Miura khé liéc vién ngoc luc bdo cta Reiko r6i ra ra Iénh cho
cap dudi.

“Tha pham la mot c6 gai mac vay do. Trén c6 deo mot vien da mau
xanh luc. Cac anh hay lya trong s6 khach ma&i nhitng ngudi cé dac diém néu
trén... Doi da.”

Thanh tra Miura stra lai, “Khong can dé y tdi vién ngoc mau xanh luc
dau. Bung ndi chuyén nay ra voi. Ctt goi nhitng c6 gai mac vay do tré nguc
lai day da. Nhanh lén.”
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Mot lat sau. Tai toa nha nam tang nhuém mau thdi gian mang tén
“Thap cii” nam canh “Thap méi” cua khach san Quan Minato.

Nhitng nguoi co lién quan téi vu viéc gom bon thanh vién nhém NSS,
Teshirogi Kazuya, Mayama Shinji, bi bat ngoi chd tai mot phong trong toa
Thap cili. Kageyama dwong nhién cling c6 mat bén canh Reiko véi tuw cach la
nguoi lién quan tdi Reiko hon la t6i vu viéc.

Mot can phong da chitc nang mang dang vé cii ky. B6 den chum kiéu
cO treo trén tran nha va hé théng anh sang trang gian tiép bo tri trén twong
lam cin phong toat 1én khong khi trang nghiém. Anh ning mua thu diu dang
roi qua khung ctra s6.

Viéc phan loai khach moi theo ménh lénh cua thanh tra Miura da thuc
hién xong. Cac nghi can méi thoa man diéu kién dwgce dan vao can phong
noi Reiko va nhitng nguwoi khac dang dgi. Co tGi bay cd6 mac vay do tu hoi
tai day. Bon trong s6 d6 thuéc nhém NSS gom Kiryuin Ayaka, Miyamoto
Natsuki, Mori Hinako va Hosho Reiko. Ba c6 con lai Reiko khong biét. Can
phong bong tré nén ruc r& chang khac gi mét budi thi trinh dién vay do.

Gitta khung canh ay, thanh tra Miura xuat hién hét nhw nam dién vién
chinh. Trr Reiko, cac thanh vién trong nhém NSS dong loat dwa ra 1oi chi
trich.

“Tai sao chung toi bi coi la nghi can?” Natsuki noi.

“Phai day. Chung t6i la ban cua Mizuho co ma.” Hinako phung ma hua
theo.

Riéng Kiryuin Ayaka tic t6i nhin thanh tra, “Ong to gan nhi, biét t5i 1a
tiéu the nha Kiryuin rdi ma van coi t6i 1a nghi can. Nhung khong sao. Ong
cho t6i héi day. Hinh nhw nghi can mac vay dé, chang phai trong bita tiéc c6
day ngudi mac vay do a?”
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“Cling khong han.” Thanh tra Miura lich s dap.

“Pa phan khach tdi dy tiéc mirng sinh nhat lan thit 60 la ngwoi 16n tudi,
trong dé nam gidi chiém da s6. Ciing c6 cac c6 gai tré nhung hon nita trong
sO0 ho mac trang phuc mau tram. Chi c6 bay c6 mac vay hé ngwe va cé phan
thé hién hoi 16 thoi.”

“Thé nao la hoi 16!” Ayaka dat tay 1én nguc, phan bac lai 16i thanh tra.
“Chang c6 gi 16 hét. PBay la trang phuc thuwong ngay cta t6i day.”

“Vé van!” “Lam gi c6 chuyén!” “Chang nhé ngay nao nha cau ciing c6
tiéc?”

Natsuki, Hinako va Reiko b6c mé Ayaka khong thuwong tiéc.

B6 mdc cac thanh vién NSS cdi va, thanh tra Miura quay sang quan sat
ba nghi can con lai.

MGt c6 c6 than hinh manh dé vd&i mai téc cat ngan hop vGi voc dang.
Do tudi khoang ngoai 20. M6t ¢d toc dai, than hinh goi cam. Do tudi khoang
gan 40.

Nhung Reiko thay hai c6 nay khong thu hit dwgc sy quan tdm cta
thanh tra. Bd&i vién da trén co hai c6 khong khép vai 161 khai cta nan nhan.
Mot 1a pha Ié tim. Mot 1a ngoc trai. Hai mau nay déu khac xa mau xanh luc.

Tat nhién, vé mat ly thuyét, hung thu c6 thé thay vién da khac sau khi
hanh dong. Nhung thyc té thi viéc nay hoi kh6. Chi c6 thanh tra Miura,
Reiko va vai diéu tra vién biét thong tin Mizuho nhin thdy vién da mau
xanh. Do d6, kho cé chuyén hung thu tinh t&i viéc doi vién da dé tranh bi
nghi ngo. Hon nita, rat it kha nang hung thti mang hai vién da theo nguoi.
C0 1é nén loai hai nhan vat nay khai danh sach tinh nghi.

Nhung ngay khi nhin sang c6 gai thit ba, nét mat thanh tra Miura hoan
toan thay doi.
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Co gai mac chiéc vay c6 cht V khoét sau. Chiéc vdy mau doé anh tim.
Mai téc dai nhuém nau sang duwgc uén xoan thanh lon theo kiéu dang thinh
hanh. O cb toat 1én vé gi d6 dam duc cta ngudi 1am nghé budn phan ban
huwong. Trén nguc c6 deo mot vién da mau xanh. Vién ngoc luc bao.

Thanh tra Miura cét giong hanh chinh dé héi tén va nghé nghiép cua c6
gai. CO gai dap bang giong khan khan.

“T6i 1a Nagase Chiaki. Hién lam viéc tai quan bar Boaro gan ga
Shinagawa.”

“C0 c0 quen nan nhan Teshirogi Mizuho khong?”

“Teshirogi 1a chii khach san nay? Ong ay c6 dén quén t6i. Con Mizuho
thi tdi khong biét. Con gai 6ng dy a? O, ra thé.”
Giong diéu ctia Nagase Chiaki nghe rat thd o. Thanh tra hoi tiép, “Sao

c0 lai dugc moi tham dy bita tiéc cua ong Kiryuin Goro?”

“Toi duwgc anh Goro dich than moi. Anh Goro la khach quen ctia quan

A9y

tol.
“Nay! Dung c6 ra vé than thiét goi bo toi la ‘anh’ nhw thé”

Ayaka noéi cau nhw thé danh tiéng nha Kiryuin vira bi vay ban. Reiko
vOi can Ayaka, “Chi la cach goi trong gidi thoi...”

Thanh tra Miura chang bu6n ban tam, gat gu bao “Ra la thé” roi huéng
cai nhin sac lem xuéng nguc co gai, “Vién da trong dep qua. Ngoc luc bao
é?”

“Cai nay!? Purong nhién r6i. Sao co?”

Khéng bo 16 co hoi, thanh tra Miura tung ra ngay con at chu bai cat
gidu tir ndy, “Thu pham ma nan nhan nhin thay la mot c6 gai mac vay do hé
nguc, co deo vién da mau xanh luc. C6 hiéu y t6i chi?”
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Nagase Chiaki v0i nhin xuong chiéc vay minh dang mdac. Co nhin tiép
xuong ngue va dirng lai & vién ngoc luc bao. Sau do, co lan Iwgt nhin nguc
clia sau c6 gai con lai. Xong xu0i, co thd phao nhe nhom va dwa ra 10i phan
bac, “T6i hiéu roi. Cé vé nhw ngoai hinh cua t6i trung khép vGi diac diém
cta tha pham. Nhung néu vay thi hai c6 kia cling thé. Anh nhin ma xem. Ca
hai déu deo ngoc luc bdo, trong ctt nhiy nhém WINK dé!”

“CO noi cai gi!” “Ptng c6 so sanh v4 van!”
Ayaka va Reiko n6i néng khong phai vi bi coi lam nghi can ma la bi so
sanh v&i nhém nhac WINK.

“Cac c0 binh tinh da.” Can ngan cac ngudi dep ndi con tam banh xong,
thanh tra Miura quay sang Nagase Chiaki.

“Pung la ngoai hinh cta hai c6 nay déu trung khép. Nhung c6 Hosho
Reiko day la diéu tra vién ctia S& Canh sat Kunitachi. Con c6 Kiryuin Ayaka
la con gai cua ong Kiryuin Goro.”

“Thi sao? Diéu tra vién va tiéu thw thi khong pham t0i a?”

“CO néi dung!” Thanh tra gat dau trudc khi tung ra con bai khac.
“Trwdc ldc bi danh, nan nhan cé tréng thdy mat tht pham. Tha pham la
ngwoi khong quen. Nhung hai c6 nay déu quen véi Teshirogi Mizuho tir hoi
dai hoc.

Khong chi hai ma ca bon c6 day la ban cing mot nhém va nhém nay c6
choi véi Teshirogi Mizuho. Nghia 1a, cd bon c6 déu dugc loai khoi danh
sach tinh nghi. Hon ntta...”

Thanh tra Miura chi tay vé phia Natsuki va Hinako dang ding dya lung
vao twong. “Hai c0 kia lai deo vién da mau do, riéng diém nay thdi cling da
c0o s dé loai r6i.”

“0, thé ha...”
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“Gia st Teshirogi Mizuho cé nhin nham thi cling khong thé nham ngoc
trai mau trang va pha Ié tim thanh mau xanh luc dugc. Do do, hai c6 nay
cling khong phai la thu pham. Vay thi...”

Thanh tra Miura chia ngén tré vé phia c6 gai nhw muén choc thang vao
nguc co.

“C0 Nagase Chiaki, chi c6 c6 la théa man cac diéu kién...”

Thanh tra chuan bi dwa ra két luan thi mot giong dan 6ng cat ngang,
“Khoan da!”

Tat cd moi nguwdi quay veé phia c6 giong noi. La Teshirogi Kazuya. Anh
ta nhin Nagase Chiaki roi thot ra cau noi khién tat ca ngd ngang, “Dén nuéc
nay thi t6i khong gidu nita!” Anh ta tién lai phia thanh tra Miura va bat ngo
tha nhan.

“T6i chwa néi gi véi bo t6i dau, nhung nhan co hoi nay, toi sé noi ra tat
ca. Nagase Chiaki la nguoi yéu cua toi. T6i va c6 ay dang yéu nhau. Mizuho
cling biét chuyén nay. Khéng chi biét. M&i hom trudc, tdi, Nagase va
Mizuho da di an véi nhau. Anh diéu tra vién hiéu y to6i cht.”

“Anh bao sao!” Thanh tra tron xoe mat. “C6 Teshirogi Mizuho biét r0
Nagase Chiaki... Vay ‘co gai khong quen’ Mizuho khai khong phai la
Nagase Chiaki a...”

“Vang. Co6 ay khong phai la thu pham.”

Teshirogi Kazuya — nguwdi vira citu nguy cho nguwoi yéu — gat dau dap.
Thoat khoi danh sach tinh nghi, Nagase sung swéng 6m cham lay Teshirogi
Kazuya treéc anh mat cua tat cd moi ngwdi. Mot canh twgng that xic dong.

Nhung cac thanh vién trong nhom NSS lai danh cho hanh dong than
mat nay cai nhin lanh nhv bang.
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Ching may chéc dong ho da chi 4 rudi chiéu. Anh ning hwéng Tay dic
trirng ctia mua thu roi thang vao can phong noi c6 mat cac nghi can.

Thanh tra Miura ng6i tram ngam trén chiéc ghé gap. Han 6ng van con
soc khi gia thiét Nagase Chiaki 1a tht pham bi sup dé. Ong dé mic cho ntta
co thé bi nang chiéu.

Chang biét c6é phai lo cho thanh tra khong ma Mori Hinako — nguoi
diéng canh twong sudt tir ndy — voi ra phia ctra s6 dé kéo manh xuong. Thay
vay, mdc du chang ai bdo nhung vGi ban nang nghé nghiép, Kageyama da
t¢i giip Hinako. Khi Kageyama t&¢i noi, Hinako n6i cdm on r6i quay ngay
vé cho cii, dé mac nguwdi quan gia lam no6t phan viéc. Sau khi manh dugc kéo
xuong hét, can phong mat diu trd lai.

Kéo rem xong, Kageyama tién thé xin phép thanh tra Miura, “Thwa
thanh tra. T6i c6 thé ra ngoai mot 1at duwgc khong?”

“?” Thanh tra Miura giat minh c@ nhu vira dwgc nghe mot yéu cau to
tat, nhung roi 6ng cling hiéu ra. “Bi vé sinh ha? Bugc, anh di di.”

Kageyama cti dau cdm on roi than nhién mé ctta bude ra khéi phong.

Nhung Reiko doan ra ngay. Lam gi c6 chuyén Kageyama muon di vé
sinh vao lic nay! Chac chan la cé ly do khac. Nghi vay nén Reiko xin phép
thanh tra Miura.

“Thua thanh tra...”
“Pugc. Co di di. Ra hanh lang thi ré trai, di hét hanh lang thi ré phai.”

Toi c6 di vé sinh dau... Tuy hoi biwc nhuwng thay day ciling la cai cd hay
nén Reiko tan dung luon. “T6i xin phép”.

Vay la Reiko dang hoang roi khoi can phong. Canh ctra sau lung vira
khép, Reiko v6i nhin quanh hanh lang dé tim Kageyama. Bong c6 tiéng goi
giat co tw phia sau “Tiéu thu tim gi vay?”
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Reiko rut ¢o lai nhw con riia. Nguwoi quan gia thoat an thoat hién vira
buéce ra tir choé ngoat hanh lang. “Néu tiéu thw tim nha vé sinh thi di vé bén
trai, hét hanh lang thi ré phai.”

“V& van, t6i khong di vé sinh!” Reiko tién lai phia Kageyama, chi vao
nguc anh. “T6i c6 chuyén mudn néi v4i anh.”

“O vay a.” Kageyama tinh bo dap, dung ngén tay ddy gong kinh lén.
“That ra to6i cling c6 chuyén mudén noéi vdi tiéu the. Mai tiéu thw lai day.”

Kageyama dan Reiko t6i cu6i hanh lang. C6 mot canh ctra bang sat dan
ra cau thang thoat hiém. That la mot noi thich hgp dé néi chuyén riéng.
Reiko nhanh chéng tra hdi Kageyama, “Kageyama, anh nghi sao vé vu nay?
Anh biét dugc gi r6i phai khong? Binh thwong la sap dén doan anh bdo toi,
Tiéu thv ngdc ngéch oi, c6 thé ma tiéu thw khong hiéu sao.”

“Tiéu thw ding quy chup. T6i khong bao gid an n6i tho 16 nhw thé.”

Pung la Reiko chwa bao gio bi goi la “tiéu thw ngdc ngéch”. Hau qua
cua chirng hoang twdng chang?

“Nhung chac anh biét dwgc diéu gi r6i ding khong?”

“T6i cling biét duwgc vai diéu nhung gio chwa thé néi dugc... T6i hoi
tiéu thu diéu nay dwgc khong?”

Anh mat sac sdo lée 1én sau cdp kinh ctia Kageyama.

“Thanh vién thit nam trong nhém NSS la Kizaki Mai... C6 dy dang
nam vién. Nguvén nhan la do Teshirogi Kazuya. T6i thdy moi nguoi trong
nhom nhin anh ta cé vé han hoc. C6 chuyén gi gitta Kizaki Mai va Teshirogi
Kazuya a?”

119

...” Reiko lung tung. “Viéc do c6 lien quan tGi chuyén hom nay?”

“Co thé “ Kageyama dap gan nhuw khang dinh dé hoi thiic Reiko.
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“Pugc roi. Toi sé néi cho anh biét. Chuyén cling chang cé gi la. Mai
nam vién la do c¢6 ay dinh ty t& nhung khong thanh. C6 ay nhéy tir ban cong
chung cw xuéng. May ma bén dwdi c6 luéng hoa. Nén dat mém da citu séng
c6 ay. Nhung c6 dy van bi thwong nang.”

“Hum. Nguyén nhan khién c6 ay tw sat la Teshirogi Kazuya?”

“U. Teshirogi hoc cting dai hoc vé6i bon t6i. Sau khi t6t nghiép, ching
toi van choi vai nhau. Gig di lam nén bon t6i khong con dip choi tennis véi
nhau nhuwng nam nao cau ay ciing di ngdm hoa vGi bon t6i. Dan da, Mai va
Teshirogi tré nén than thiét roi yéu nhau. Cé 1é ho yéu nhau dwgc khoang hai
nam. Nhung da chia tay cach day hai thang roi. Vi Teshirogi c6 nguwoi

»

moi..

“Co0 Nagase Chiaki. Co gai xinh dep, ggi cam lam viéc tai quan bar.”

“T6i cling mé6i biét chuyén nay lic ndy. Du trudc cd nghe don.
Teshirogi diing la khong biét chon nguoi.”

“T6i hiéu roi. Pau buon vi bi Teshirogi bé roi, c6 Mai da tim dén cai
chét. Pay cling la 1y do khién cac thanh vién nhém NSS nhin Teshirogi vGi
anh mat han hoc.”

“U. Tai ching t6i thvong Mai.”

“T6i hiéu r6i. Cho t6i hoi nét cau cudi cung. Nguoi bi hai, c6 Mizuho
c6 di ngam hoa cung cac c6 va cau em ho Kazuya khong?”

Cau hoi cubi cung nam ngoai dy doan ctia Reiko. Reiko cau may,
“Ha!? Sao anh lai héi thé? Khong, Mizuho khong di ngam hoa. Mizuho tuy
la ban nhung khong phai ban hoc chung dai hoc véi ching t6i. Cé ay hon
tudi ching t6i.”

“T6i cling nghi vay.” Kageyama gat gu. “Dén day thi t6i biét dugc
twong doi roi. T6i da biét thua pham danh Mizuho va muc dich caa hanh
dong nay.”
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“Anh biét that chit! Giai thich cu thé cho t6i xem nao.”
“Giai thich cu thé thi mat troi sé lan mat.”
“Vu nay phtc tap thé co a?”

“Khong. Nhung cé mot cach gidp giai quyét vu nay chi trong nhay mat.
Tiéu thu thay sao?”

“Sao cai gi nita. Pwong nhién la cang nhanh cang t6t r6i. Nhung cé thé
gidi quyét trong nhay mat that ha?”

“Vang.” Kageyama ty tin nhin thang vao Reiko, n6i bang giong nghiém
tic, “Nhung dé lam dwgc, téi can sw hgp tac cda tiéu thw.”

“Hop tac? Pugc thoi. Anh ¢t n6i.”
Kageyama cui gap dau truéc Reiko va dwa ra 1oi dé nghi bat ngo.

“Tiéu thw c6 thé dién lai hanh dong d6 trudc mat moi nguwdi dwoc
khong?”

“Hanh dong d6!? La hanh dong gi!?” Reiko nin thd chd doi cau néi tiép
theo ctia Kageyama.

Va c6 khong tin vao tai minh...
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5

Vai phut sau. Reiko mot minh ditng trwdc civa phong noi moi nguoi
dang cho. Co hit mot hoi that sdu nhu thé dién vién lan dau ra mat cong
ching. C6 cham rai dat tay lén nam cita va dn xudng. Bung nhu dv doan,
vira dat chan vao phong, lap titc giong cuwdi mia mai cua Kiryuin Ayaka
vang lén, “Reiko, ciu di tim nha vé sinh & tan dau thé? Cau gap tai nan &
hanh lang a?”

“U, c6 bdo tuyét ngoai hanh lang nén minh bj lac.” Reiko dap lay 1é roi
liéc mat kiém tra Kageyama.

Nguoi day té trung thanh dang khép minh bén canh ctra s6, mat tinh bo
nhw khong. Reiko gid vo khong trong thay Kageyama, tién thang vao gitra
phong. Va roi...

Xoach!

Reiko d6t nhién nga nhao xuéng dat, hoan toan khong cé dau hiéu bao
trwde. O gidy tiép theo, 6 16m ngém bo day hét nhu cau thi ném béng vira
an cu 16i ngwgc dong. Mot tw thé dang xau hé doi véi mot tiéu thu danh gia.
Chuwra k€ lai la Ian th hai trong ngay. Ct nga hét nhw doan phim duwoc tua lai
cach do vai gio khién thanh vién trong nhém NSS sitng so trong vai giay.
Nhung ngay sau dé, mot giong cuwdi nhao bang vang lén khap ca can phong.
La Ayaka.

“Ha ha, cau sao thé Reiko? Mot ngay ma ngd nhitng hai lan. Chang
mady choc chan cau sé gdy mat thoi.”

“Thoi di Ayaka.” Natsuki mang Ayaka. “Cau khong sao chit Reiko?”
“Cau on chit Reiko?” Hinako ciing hét hai chay vé phia Reiko.

Tuy khong phai ban t6t nhwng bon ho da choi véi nhau tir héi dai hoc.
Ba nguwoi ban lo lang vay quanh Reiko lic nay van dang quy dudi san. Ho
con cui ca nguwoi xuéng dé xem Reiko c6 sao khong. Pung lic ay!
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Pung bén ctta s6, Kageyama rit diy manh. Tdm manh dwgc kéo hét
1én. Can phong tran ngap anh nang.

Reiko ngang 1én, mat nhin vé phia trwedc. Trwdc mat Reiko la ba vién
ngoc sang lap lanh trén nguwc Ayaka, Natsuki va Hinako. Duwéi anh nang,
vién ngoc luc bdo ctia Ayaka dwong nhuw xanh hon. Vién héng ngoc cua
Natsuki dwdng nhw cling n6i bat hon

Nhung khi anh mat dirng lai & vién ngoc trén nguwc Hinako, Reiko suyt
nita thi la toang lén.

«|»
!

Vién da mau do trén nguc Hinako khong con nita. Thay vao dé la mot
vién ngoc luc bao mau xanh. Khong thé nao. Héa ra vién ngoc cua Hinako
khong phdi hong ngoc cling chang phai ngoc luc bao. Reiko tém lay vién da
mau xanh ctia Hinako. Nét mdt cia Hinako cang thang trong dén toi.

“Xin 16i vi da ltira cau nhé Hinako.”

Reiko nhin lai Ian nita vién da ctia Hinako dwoi anh nang. Khong thé
nham duoc.

“Alexandrite — mot loai da c6 kha nang d6i mau, dwdi anh dién thi mau
dé nhung duwdi &nh mat trdi thi mau xanh. C6 rat it loai da cé kha nang doi
mau tai tinh dén vay. Phai khong Kageyama?”

“Vang thua tiéu thw.” Nguwdi quan gia gat dau kham phuc.

“Hinako!” Reiko nhin c6 ban kém tudi, nghiém khac hoi. “Sao cau lai
giau chuyén nay?”

Mori Hinako run lay bay r6i quy sup xuéng nitc nd. Co lién tuc xin 16i
nhv muén thu tdi. Ma ding la tha toi that. Reiko 6m cham lay Hinako.
Ayaka va Natsuki chi biét nhin nhau. Du chwa hiéu chuyén gi nhung thanh
tra Miura ciing chay t&i ché Hinako.
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Sau khi gidi quyét vu viéc trong nhdy mat ding nhw 10i tuyén bo,
Kageyama diém nhién kéo manh xuong.

Anh nang phia tay bi chan lai, vién da cia Hinako lai tré thanh mau dé
nhw mau.

Anh ndng mua thu da trén vao sau cac khe tuong.

Mori Hinako dugc thanh tra Miura dan di khéi hién trwong, Kiryuin
Ayaka va Miyamoto Natsuki van chwa hiéu chuyén gi xdy ra. Thay hai co
ban cé vé muén dugc nghe giai thich, Reiko 1én giong.

“Minh hiéu moi chuyén nhung vi la diéu tra vién nén khong thé ké cho
hai ban duwgc, du ching ta la ban than.”

Trén thuc té thi Reiko cling chwa hiéu lam.

Mai dén khi ngoi trong chiéc Limousine quay vé Kunitachi, Reiko méi
hoi Kageyama duwgc ro ngon nganh.

Trong lic 1ai xe, Kageyama da ké lai nhu sau.

“Chaéc tiéu thw van thay la. Tai sao Mori Hinako lai la tha pham. Tha
pham ma Teshirogi Mizuho nhin thay la ‘c6 gai khong quen’ co ma. Chang
phai Mori Hinako va Teshirogi Mizuho la ban than tir hoi dai hoc hay sao?”

“Pung roi. Hai ngwdi biét nhau. Sao Mizuho lai khai tha pham la nguoi
khong quen nhi? Mizuho néi doi dé bdo vé Hinako a? Hay la do nhin
nham?”

“Khong. Khong phdi néi doi, cling khong phai nhin nham. Sy that la
Mizuho khong biét Hinako.”

“Ha!?” Reiko ha hoc mém vi kinh ngac. “Mizuho va Hinako la ban twr
ngay xwa. Trong bita tiéc hom nay, hai nguwdi néi chuyén rat vui vé con gi.
Kageyama, anh khong thay a?”
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Reiko néi bang giong hoi coi thwong nhuwng nguwdi quan gia van binh
tinh dap, “Xin tiéu thw thit 16i vi t6i an miéng trd miéng. Nhung khong biét
1a mat tiéu thu dé ¢ dau.”

Nhw moi khi, nhitng 10i xtic pham cua Kageyama ludn dugc noi bang
giong lich su. Keiko nga khoi ghé, dap cd lung xudng san xe. Co thé co
khong quen vGi nhitng 10i xtic pham.

“Thua tiéu thw, nguy hiém qua. Xin hay that day an toan...”

“Chinh anh khién t6i gap nguy hiém day!” Reiko ditng day va lan nay
lai dap dau véo tran xe. “Ai... dau qua... Y anh 14 sao? Mt tdi dé & dau a?
Hai mat t6i dang lu lu trén mat day nay. Hay anh mudn bao mat t6i dé sau
lung?”

“T6i khong c6 y d6.” Kageyama nhtin vai day dau khé. “Nhung hai mat
tiéu thu khéng nhin nhan dung. D6 la sy that.”

“Nghia la sa0?”

“Theo nhitng gi t6i thay thi Hinako va Mizuho khéng hé noi chuyén
vGi nhau.”

“Sao c6 thé thé duwgc. Luc dé anh cling c6 mat va nghe thay con gi.
Mizuho dén bat chuyén véi nhém chiing t6i va tat ca déu hao hitng vdi tin
don sap co6 10i tuyén bo trong dai. C6 canh day ma. Khi d6, Mizuho va
Hinako c6...”

“Tiéu thu chdc cht? Mizuho c6 néi chuvén vdi tiéu the. Mizuho dén
bat chuyén va néi, ‘Chao Reiko, lau r6i khong gap.” Sau d6 Mizuho quay
sang hoi Ayaka vé 16i tuyén bo trong dai. Nhung trong sudt cudc tro chuyén,
Mizuho khong hé nhac tGi tén Natsuki hay Hinako, ding vay khong?”

“U thi khong nhéc t6i tén... nhung chic chin 1a c6 néi chuyén...”

“Khong. Luc do, Mizuho chu yéu néi chuyén véi Ayaka. Mizuho khodi
chi héi Ayaka cé phdi sap c6 tuyén bo dinh hén khong. Biing bén canh,
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Hinako t0 mo theo déi cau chuyén cua hai nguoi va quay sang noi voi
Ayaka, ‘Minh ciing nghe don thé. That khong Ayaka?’ Day la cau Hinako
hoéi Ayaka chi khong phdi hoi Mizuho. B6i canh lic d6 la Mizuho néi
chuyén vdi Ayaka va Hinako ciing néi chuyén vGi Ayaka. Néu t6i nhd khong
nham thi Mizuho va Hinako khéng hé n6i vdi nhau cau nao. Nguyén nhan vi
sao?”

“Visaoa...”

“V1 nguoi kia khong ré nguoi con lai la ai.”

Cau noi ctia Kageyama lai suyt lam Reiko nga khéi ghé.

“Khong ro nguwdi con lai 1a ai! V& van. Hai ngudi do biét nhau rat ro.”

“Vang, chinh suy nghi nay da che mat tiéu thw. La ban cung nhom
NSS, tiéu thuw va Hinako rat than thiét. Nam nao dén mua xuan cling di ngam
hoa véi nhau. Cung lic, la tiéu thw nha Hosho, tiéu thw c6 dip gap go tiéu
thu gia dinh Teshirogi — c6 Mizuho — nhiéu lan tai cac bita tiéc. Vi tiéu thu,
Hinako va Mizuho la ban quen tir hoi dai hoc, thwong choi thé thao véi
minh. Piéu nay dan t6i viéc tiéu thw c6 suy nghi nhw sau, C6 ban Mori
Hinako va c0 Teshirogi Mizuho dwong nhién phai biét nhau...”

«_.. Thi ddng 13 thé con gi.”

“Pung la hai nguwoi c6 biét nhau. Nhung ho chi gap nhau trong nhitng
lan di nghi hoi dai hoc. Pa may nam tr6i qua ké tt hoi tot nghiép. Trong
sudt thoi gian nay, hai nguwdi, mét 1a con gai cta bac si nha khoa, mot 1a con
gai cua ong chu khach san, c6 dip tiép xic v6i nhau khong? Tét nhién, gitta
ho van c6 moi lién hé gian tiép thong qua tiéu thw va Ayaka. Chiang han
Hinako nghe ngéng tinh hinh ctia Mizuho qua tiéu thw, Mizuho nghe ngéng
tin vé Hinako qua Ayaka. Nhung du sao thi do6 cling chi la thong tin truyén
miéng. Trén thyc té, thoi gian gan day, Hinako va Mizuho khong hé c6 co
hdi gdp go va néi chuyén vGi nhau. Mizuho lai khong di ngam hoa cung.”

“Nghe anh ndi, toi cling thay c6 vé dang...”
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“Néu vay thi viéc hai nguwdi hoan toan quén mat nhau cting chang c6 gi
kho hiéu. Lic Mizuho téi bat chuyén, han Hinako da thac mac khéng biét co
nay la ai. Mizuho ciing vay. Co ay néi chuyén vui vé véi tiéu the va Ayaka
nhung trong long lai nghi khong biét con bé ditng canh day la dita nao.”

Viéc Mizuho c6 goi Hinako la “d®a” hay khong khong quan trong.
Nhung nhitng gi Kageyama vira n6i thyc sy bat ngd véi Reiko. Mizuho va
Hinako khong biét nhau?

“Khong thé tin ndi. Trong hai nguwdi tro chuyén vui vé thé co ma...”

“Chuyén do6 van hay xdy ra tai nhitng bita tiéc dong nguwoi. Nhiéu khi
noéi chuyén ao ao xong lai giat minh tw héi khong biét minh vira néi chuyén
vdi ai. Nhitng chuyén dé khoc dé cwdi nhw vay khong hé hiém.”

“Biét 1a thé. Con Natsuki thi sao? Natsuki biét rd Mizuho. Toi van nhé&
ro. Ngay khi Mizuho di, Natsuki da goi tén ctia Mizuho.”

“Tiéu thw no6i ding. Cé 1é Natsuki co6 tri nhd tét. Nhuwng viéc Mizuho c6
nhé Natsuki hay khong thi van chwa ro. Thye té, Natsuki c6 bat chuyén véi
Mizuho nhung Mizuho khong hé déap lai Natsuki. C6 1é Mizuho ciing hoan
toan quén madt Natsuki.”

“Vay v6i Mizuho, ca Natsuki va Hinako déu la ‘co gai khong quen’.”

“Vang. Sy viéc xdy ra vao liac 2 gid 30 phuit, titc 1a sau khi bita tiéc bat
dau dugc khoang tiéng rwdi. Co6 Mizuho bi ai d6 tan cong tai nha kinh trén
tang thugng. Thwa tiéu thw, Mizuho khai thu pham la c6 gai khong quen
nhung da nhin thdy & dau d6 ding khong? Loi khai kho hiéu nay cho thay
khodng cach trong mdi quan hé gitta Mizuho va Natsuki, Hinako. Tiéu thw
c6 nghi vay khong?”

“U. V6i Mizuho, Natsuki va Hinako 1a hai cd gai khong quen. Liic
Mizuho dén bat chuyén, Natsuki va Hinako cling c6 mat. Do vay, vGi
Mizuho, ho 1a nhitng nguwoi ‘da gap & dau do’. Hoa ra ngay tir dau anh da
nghi ngd Natsuki va Hinako r6i.”
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“Toi khong nghi ngo... Chi la toi nghi co kha nang thoi.” Kageyama
chong ché. “Twr viéc nghi rang c6 kha nang, t6i thdy Natsuki khé co thé la
tha pham. B&i ngudi cé tri nhé tot nhw Natsuki chac van coi Mizuho la ban
cfi. ft c6 kha ning cd ay sé tan céng Mizuho.”

“Di nhién. Khéng thé c6 chuyén Natsuki tdn cong Mizuho dugc.
Nhung doi da. Néu vay thi ciling chang c6 ly do gi dé Hinako tan cong
Mizuho. Néu suy ludn ctia anh ding thi Hinako khong biét Mizuho la ai.
Thé thi cang khong thé cé chuyén Hinako tan cong Mizuho.”

“Thua tiéu thw, d6 1la cho can phai suy nghi” Kageyama tham do nét
mat Reiko qua guwong chiéu hau “Chac tiéu thu cling trong thay. Trong suot
bita tiéc, Mizuho néi chuyén v@i ai nhiéu nhat?”

“V6i cau em ho Teshirogi Kazuya. Hai ngudi do lic nao ciing dinh lay
nhau nhw hai chi em.”

“Tiéu thw thdy hai nguwdi than thiét vi tiéu thw biét ho la chi em ho.
Nhung Hinako nghi sao vé canh twgng nay. VGi Hinako, Mizuho chi la
nguwoi dung nuwdc 1a. No6i cach khac, trong mat Hinako, Kazuya dang than
mat v&i mot c6 gai la. Hinako nghi c6 gai la nay la ai?”

Reiko thtr dat minh vao vi tri cia Hinako. Teshirogi Kazuya chum dau
noéi cwoi vui vé voi mot co gai xinh dep va ggi cam. Khong ai nghi hai nguoi
la chi em ho.

“T6i hiéu r6i! Hinako twéng Mizuho la ngudi yéu mdi ctia Teshirogi.”

“Tiéu thw no6i ding. Vay la Hinako hoan toan cé dong co dé tan cong
Mizuho. Hinako da tra thu ho c6 ban than Kizaki Mai dang phai nam vién.
Sy trd thu nham vao nguoi con gai xen vao moi quan hé gitta Teshirogi
Kazuya va Kizaki Mai. Dang nhé nguoi can tra thu la Nagase Chiaki, nguoi
yéu mdi cda Teshirogi Kazuya. Nhung vi sy hiéu lam ctia Hinako ma
Mizuho da phai hitng thay. D6 la chan twdng cua sy viéc.”
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No6i xong, Kageyama nhin thang vé phia truwéc, tap trung vao viéc lai
xe. Reiko nham lai suy luan ctia Kageyama. Teshirogi Mizuho bi tdn cong
nham. Tha pham 1a Mori Hinako. Chuyén nay that bat ngd nhung néu dya
trén suy ludn cia Kageyama thi chuyén Mizuho bi mot c6 géi la tdn cong
hoan toan c6 thé giai thich dwgc. Co 1é Kageyama néi duing.

Nhung dé chac chan, Reiko héi Kageyama.
“Hinako nhan ra minh nham ttr bao gi&o?”

“Ngay sau khi tiéu thw nhin thdy Mizuho bi nga trong nha kinh. Tiéu
thv da goi co gai bi nga la ‘Mizuho’. Ngugce lai, Mayama Shinji lai goi la
‘Teshirogi’. Tiéu thw con nhé Hinako da noi gi khi nghe thdy thé khong?
Hinako da hét 1én, ‘Cai gi! Mizuho a!” Chung ta da nghi do la cau néi thot ra
vl ngac nhién. Nhung gio nghi lai thi cau noi do hoan toan mang nghia den.
Hinako hét 1én nhw vay vi bat ngd khi biét ngudi minh tan cong la Teshirogi
Mizuho.”

“T6i hiéu r6i. Nghe anh néi thi thdy tht pham khong thé la ai khac
ngoai Hinako. Cang nghe cang thdy ding. Nhung dé khang dinh Hinako la
thu pham thi phai vigt qua mot chudng ngai vat nita. Po la mau vién da.
Theo 10i khai ctia Mizuho thi vién da tha pham deo trueéc nguc c6 mau xanh
luc. Pung khong Kageyama...”

Reiko nhoai nguoi 1én phia trudec.
“Anh khong nghi minh nham khi thdy vién da cia Hinako mau dé a?”

“Khong. Ngugc lai. Néu suy luan cua t6i ding thi vién da mau do do
phai la mau xanh. T6i da nghi nhu vay.”

“Anh c6 vé chac chdn nhi. Anh cé can c gi dé khang dinh a?”

“Co6 mot viéc khién t6i chud y. D6 1a hanh dong kho hiéu cia Hinako lic
& trong phong khach ctia khach san. Tiéu thw c6 nhan ra khong?”

“Hanh dong kho hiéu cua Hinako? C6 ay lam gi budn cwoi a?”
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“Luc troi chuyén sang chiéu. Thay anh nang roi vao phong, Hinako da
dich than ra kéo manh xudng. Thdy c6 dy quan tdm dén moi nguwdi nén toi
cling dén giap. Nhung khi t6i dén noi, co ay dé t6i lam ludn, con minh quay
vé cho cii. To6i phai kéo manh mét minh. T6i thay viéc nay rat kho hiéu. Tai
sao Hinako lai bé d& cong viéc do chinh minh khoi xuwéng?”

“Ra thé. Hinako sg anh nang.”

“Vang. Né6i chinh xac la ¢6 ay s¢ bi nhin thady duwdi anh nang. Chinh vi
thé ma Hinako da kéo manh xu6ng. Thay t6i dén gitp, co dy voi chay vé chd
cli dé tranh anh nang. Sao c6 Ay lai muon tranh anh nang dén thé? Phai
chang vién da co6 ay deo sé doi mau theo anh nang? Bén day thi t6i hiéu ra
vién da cta co dy la loai gi.”

Reiko chi biét thd dai than phuc con mat tinh twong cta ngudi quan
gia.

“Da Alexandrite. T6i lai c twdng dé la vién hong ngoc vé van nao do.”

“Hinako da hy vong néu moi nguoi cling twdng thé thi co ay sé tranh bi
nghi ngd. Do do, chi can lat tdy duge diém nay thi Hinako sé phai cidi dau
nhan t0i. T6i da nghi thé. Nhung lam thé nao dé bat Hinako ra cho c6 anh
nang. Pay chinh la ly do t6i phai nho tiéu thw.”

Yy »

“T6i mudn noéi ‘toi thong cam cho anh lam’.” Reiko bat dau xa noi buc
doc cua minh vai tay quan gia kiem tham t. “Nhwng nght lai thi viéc nay co
thue sy can thiét khong? Lam thé, héa ra Hosho Reiko nay chang khac gi
mot diéu tra vién tan nhan, san sang giang bay ban minh dé phuc vu cong tac

'?’

diéu tra a

“Tiéu thw c6 hoi qua 16i? Chi la mot ct nga gia vo tredc mat moi nguoi
thoi ma...”

“Tom lai!” Reiko cat 10i ngwoi quan gia “Toi khong can dién thi anh
van c6 thé giai thich suy ludn ctia minh cho moi ngudi co ma?”

Kageyama hoan toan binh than truéc 10i chi trich ctia Reiko.
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“T6i biét l1a tiéu thw khong hai long, nhung vé chuyén nay, t6i cling da
néi vdi tiéu thw. T6i bdo, néu gidi thich cu thé thi mat trdi sé 1an mat.”

Ha? Reiko khé rén lén. D6 la cau Kageyama da noi lic ding & cau
thang thoat hiém. Gid Reiko méi hiéu ngu y ctia cau néi. Bung la Kageyama
lo mat troi sé lan.

“Néu mat troi lan, vién da Alexandrite sé khong chuyén sang mau xanh
Vi vay can phdi gidi quyét ngay khi trdi con nang.”

Va vu viéc da duwogc giai quyét trwdc khi mat troi lan. Co thé noi, s
nhanh tri cia Kageyama va tai dién xuat hiém c6 cua Reiko da giip vu viéc
nhanh chéng duwgc gidi quyét. Reiko rat vui vi diéu nay. Cho du ngudi bi bat
lai 1a c6 ban than.

“Thuwa tiéu thw, t0i cta Hinako c6 nang khong?”

Reiko c6 gang gidi thich that rd rang cho ngwdi quan gia c6 vé dang lo
lang, “Khéng sao dau. Co ay pham t6i lan dau, lai khong phai 1én ké hoach
t tredc, Mizuho ciling chi bi thwong nhe. Khi ra toa, tuy khong tranh dwogc
viéc bi budc toi nhung sé dugc hoan thi hanh an. Sttic khoe cua Mai cling da
kha hon, cac thanh vién trong nhém NSS sé& lai... A diing roi!”

“Sao vay tiéu thu?”
“Tuy con s6m nhuwng toi phai no6i ludn véi anh.”
Trong Reiko phan chén han 1én, c6 ra 1énh cho nguwdi quan gia.

“Thtt S4u, tuan dau tién cua thang Tw nam sau, anh phai dé trong lich
cho toi day. T6i c6 viéc can dén anh.”

Vi ngwoi quan gia tinh twong thi chi can néi vay la da. Tw ghé 1ai xe,
Kageyama dap vé&i giong tin cay,

“Lo lay cho tai cong vién Inokashira. Tiéu thu cit dé d6 cho t6i.”

Kk kK
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Cau chuyén thi tu:
Phong ngu dém Giang Sinh

1

Chuyén xay ra tai ban an ngay 24 thang Muoi Hai. Hosho Reiko, co
con gai duy nhat cta gia dinh Hosho dang an bita sang gian di gom thit ctru
nuwéng ngudi, thit ngong ran so, carpaccio ca trap dé, xdip dau lang va banh
mi Phap ddc biét. Bong mot vét ran xudt hién trén khung canh thwong nhat
nay. Nguyén nhan xuat phat tit cau noi thiéu t€ nhi cia quan gia Kageyama,
tirc nguwoi day té trung thanh dang ditng canh Reiko.

“Thua tiéu thw, t6i nay tiéu thw c6 ké hoach gi khong?”

Trong mot gidy, Reiko cam thay hai tay minh té citng. Miéng thit ctru
dang nam duwdi dao va dia dwong nhu song lai, bat tung 1én r6i roi vao bat
xup dau lang.

Trot chitng kién canh twgng 1€ ra khong duwgce phép, nguwdi quan gia voi
g0 kinh xuéng lau nhw mudn d6 16i hét cho cap kinh. “Xin tiéu thu hdy quén
di cau hoi vira r6i.”

“Cai gi!” Bi cham ty ai, Reiko hét len, “Anh twdng toi s¢o anh hoi ha?
Dirng c6 dua. T6i kin lich hen cach day ca nita nam co, dén noi phai bia ra
dua cac ly do dé tir choi day.”

Kageyama deo lai kinh, “Dung la tiéu thv cé khac. Tai moi nguwdi déu
yéu mén tinh cach cta tiéu thw.”

“Cling c6, nhung cha yéu vi ngoai hinh cua t6i thoi. Tai Reiko nay dé
thwong ma. Tuy nhién...”

Reiko chi ngén tay vé phia Kageyama nhw muon bao day méi la ly do
chinh yéu,
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“Anh biét r6i day, Hosho Reiko nay la diéu tra vién cia S&@ Canh sat
Kunitachi — s@ canh sat ban ron nhat vung Kanto, nén khéng phai ltic nao
moi viéc cling suon sé nhu ké hoach. Vi bon t6i pham hung ac c6 ban tam
dén dém Giang sinh dau. Két qua 1a, bubi t6i vui vé sé bién thanh budi toi
Xui xéo, toi sé phai vé nha mot minh.”

“Vui vé thanh xui xéo. Tiéu thw choi chi that tai tinh.”

Y t6i khong phai thé, vdi lai anh cling khéng can phéi phuc t6i vi mdy
thit v van do.

“Ma sao anh lai hoi t6i? Ké hoach cua toi thi lién quan gi t&i anh. Du c6
hay khong thi t6i van sé goi anh bat cit khi nao t6i can.”

“Vé chuyén do...” Kageyama cui rap dau nhw thé dang trong budi hop
bdo xin 16i cong ching ctia mot cong ty 16n trét gay chuyén khong hay. “Toi
nay toi c6 mot ké hoach quan trong...”

Bup! Chwa kip nghe Kageyama ndi hét cau, Reiko da nga khoi ghé, dap
cd mong xudng san. Ha!? Anh vira néi cai gi!?

Kageyama nhdc lai cau néi trong khi Reiko, tay van cam dia, mat trgn
tron vi ngac nhién.

“T6i nay toi c6 mot ké hoach quan trong nén sé khong & nha. Xin phép
tiéu thu.”

Tiéu hoa xong 10i cua Kageyama, Reiko tu tov ditng day. Co dat dia
xubng, bo dé miéng banh mi roi im lang roi khoi ban an. Hét nhw cai may,
Reiko khoac 1én nguwoi chiéc do Burberry, deo cap kinh khong so chi ding
khi di lam, ném cho Kageyama cai nhin t6e lttra r6i chi vao mat anh ta, “D6
phan bdi! Quén gia ma thé a? Quan gia ma thé a?”

To6i sé khong tha thi cho tén quan gia ddm bo t6i mot minh vi c6 ké
hoach riéng trong dem Giang sinh dau!
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Reiko bi kich dong dén mitc gan nhw boc hda. Trong khi do, Kageyama
van diém nhién.

“Xin tiéu thue binh tinh. Chuyén t6i nghi mot dém, c6 gi to tat dau. Toi
cling xin phép 6ng chti r6i.”

“A phai roi, phai roi. C6 gi to tat ddu. Mot tuan ciing ching anh huéng
ch® n6i gi moét dém. Minh t6i sé dam dwong hét cong viéc vat va ctia mot
diéu tra vién. Thé nhé...”

Reiko chuan bi rdi khoi ban an thi Kageyama ngan lai, “Dgi da. Tiéu
thw da di lam ro6i a? Pé to6i chuan bi xe Limousine.”

“KHONG CAN.” Reiko cu tuyét. “Toi sé di bo. A khong, sé di xe
buyt.”

“Xe buyt?” Kageyama khit khit mii. “Xin héi, tiéu thw da di xe buyt
bao gid chwa? Dé di xe buyt vao gio nay can phai cé kj nang day. Lo ngo
nhuv tiéu thue sé bi don ngay xudng cudi xe, khong tai nao xudng dwgc bén
mudn xuodng, két cuc la sé quay vé bén xuat phat. Toi khong doa dau. Xin
tiéu thu hay di bang xe Limousine.”

Reiko khong néi dugce cau gi. Minh bi coi thwong dén thé sao! Lai con
md&i sang s6m banh mat ra thé nay, that khong tin noi. Sy tic gian khién
Reiko tré nén ngang budng, co tuyén bo, “Xe buyt, toi sé di xe buyt!”

“Vay tiéu thu c¥ lam nhw minh thich.” Kageyama lich sy rt lui.

“Téat nhién la toi sé lam nhuw t6i thich.” Reiko bic minh quay di, khong
quén vGt vat, “Ma anh dirng du6i theo t6i ddy nhé!” Noi xong, c6 di thang ra
ctra, khong buén ngoai lai nhin.

CO0 m@ tung canh ctta va thdy trwdc mat la nhitng bong tuyét 14p lanh
dwdi anh nang s6m mai. Tuyét, tuyét.

Co quén mat. T6i qua c6 tuyét roi day bat thwong ¢ Kunitachi.
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Reiko ngodi lai dang sau day hy vong. Kageyama khong dudi theo.
Anh ta da ngoan ngoan vang 10i c6. Reiko budng tiéng thé dai.

That chang sung swéng gi khi phai di bo trén con dudong lép nhép thé
kia dé ra bén xe buyt.
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Gan mot tiéng sau. Chiéc xe buyt chat nhw ném tgi bén do. Cira vira
md, Reiko bi day ra hét nhw dong xu bat ra tir may pachinko.

B0 vest den nhau nhi day nép nhan. Mai t6c ciing bi x6 tung hét. Bay la
bd dang ctia nguwdi di lam vé chit khong phai ctia ngwdi sap di lam. Du vay,
tinh than sat da ctia c6 van khong hé lay chuyén.

“Hirm, Kageyama, anh bdo t6i quay vé bén xuat phat ha, nhin xem, toi
dén duwgc bén khac roi day nay.”

Reiko sung swéng ngd nghiéng xung quanh hét nhw nha du hanh vwra
dén dwgc mat trang an toan. “Nhung day la dau & Kunitachi?”

Cho nay khong gan S& Canh sat Kunitachi. Cho nay la khu dan cw. Doc
dwong danh cho xe buyt, caic ngé nhé nam san sat nhu rang lwgc, nhitng
ngoi nha cii ky chen chic nhau. Reiko nhin lai tén bén xe thi thay minh dang
& bén Bénh vién Tay Kokubunji. C6 chung vai that vong.

“Khong phai Kunitachi a...”

Tinh hinh nay khong biét c6 tdi duwgc S& Canh sat Kunitachi khong day.
Reiko thay lo.

Thoéi ké. Pén mudn mot chit chic cling khong sao. O Tokyo c6 mot
luat bat thanh van la c6 thé di lam mudn vao hom tuyét roi.

Sau khi binh tdm lai, Reiko quyét dinh goi taxi. Trén dwong danh cho
xe buyt, tuyét da tan gan hét nhwng trong cac ngd nhé it nguwdi qua lai thi
van con. Reiko dwa mat nhin khu dan cuw xa la. Bong mot giong phu nit that
thanh doi vao tai Reiko.

Reiko giat minh ding lai. Mot c6 gai mat dé birng birng xuat hién trudc
mat Reiko. Co gai mdi lao tw trong ngod ra co vé la sinh vién. Co cao lenh
khénh véi cap chan dai khong can doi v6i co thé. Co mac quan bo, do khoac
dd, vai deo chiéc tii mau den, chan di d6i giay thé thao dinh day tuyét.
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C0 dao dac nhin sang hai bén va phat hién ra Reiko. C6 ldo déo di vé
phia Reiko va thot ra m6t cau gay chan dong,

“Nguy r6i! C6 nguoi... c6 nguoi... chét. Goi... canh sat...”

“Canh sat!? Bugc réi. Goi 110 nhé?” Reiko lay dién thoai xong md&i
suwc nhd ra nghé nghiép ctia minh. Co cat dién thoai, gio tdm thé canh sat ra
tredc mat co gai, “Toi la canh sat day. Hosho Reiko thudoc S& Canh sat
Kunitachi. C6 that 1a c6 ngwoi chét khong?”

CO géi cao lénh khénh cui cad nira ngudi xuéng dé kiém tra thé canh sat
cua Reiko.

“Pung lic qua!” Co hét 1én ro6i tom tay Reiko 16i di xénh xéch. “Dang

',’

nay, thira c6 cong an

Diéu tra vién chit khong phai cong an! Mac Reiko phan nan, c6 gai mac
ao khoac do van kéo Reiko vé phia dau ngo. Pay la ngd ma c6 gai vira lao
ra. Hai bén ngo la day twong rao. Cach dau ngo chirng 10 mét, & cudi ngod co
mot ngbi nha mai tam gidc trong kha kiéu cach. Con ngd nay nhuv thé l1a 16i
di riéng cda nhitng ngudi song trong ngoi nha do.

“Matsuoka & trong kia...” C0o gai ndi roi toan kéo Reiko di.

“Khoan da.” Reiko nghiém giong trdn an c6 gai dang bi kich dong.
biing ¢ dau ngd, Reiko can than quan sat toan b canh vat truéc mat bang
con mat ciaa mot diéu tra vién.

Tuyét tr dém qua van con pha trén 16i di. L&p tuyét day khoang lcm.
Chi c6 hai dau vét duy nhat lwu lai trén tuyét minh chitng cho viéc da co
nguwoi di qua. Mot la dau chan ngwoi. Hai la vét giong nhuw banh xe dap.
Ngoai ra khong c6 dau vét nao khac.

“Pay la dau chan cta c6?”
Reiko chi vao ddu chan con méi trén tuyeét.

“Vang, toi vira chay vao réi chay ra.”
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“Thé con vét banh xe?”

Reiko cti xuéng nhin. C6 vé nhu vét xe da c6 tir nhiéu gio trudc. LEp
tuyét cho banh xe di qua da tan gan hét lam 16 ca mat dwong nau bén dudi.
Goi day la duong zig zag mau nau to cd banh xe thi chinh xac hon la vét
banh xe. BPuwong nhién véi tinh trang nay thi khong thé xac dinh duwgc hinh
dang banh xe.

“Chac la vét banh xe dap ctia Matsuoka khi vé nha.”

“Matsuoka la ngudi song trong ng6i nha nay? Co c6 quan hé thé nao
vOi Matsuoka?”

Vira hoéi, Reiko vira 1dy dién thoai ra dé chup anh. C6 gai mac o do noi
tén minh la Nakazawa Rina, con ngudi song trong ng6i nha nay la Matsuoka
Yumie. Hai ngudi la ban hoc cung dai hoc.

Nghe xong, Reiko méi dat chan vao 16i di phu day tuyét.

Reiko va Nakazawa Rina di men theo mép dwong Ci thé, hai nguoi téi
treéc ngdi nha mai tam gidc. Vét banh xe dap chay su6t tiv dau ngd vao téi
tan ctra. Canh ctta dung mot chiéc xe dap mau vang c6 vé nhw la cta
Matsuoka Yumie.

Reiko rtt trong tui ra doi gang tay mau trang. C6 xé vao hai tay r6i m@
clra

Mot doan hanh lang ngan dan vao trong nha. Cud6i hanh lang la mot
phong c6 vé dugc dung lam phong khach. Ctra ngan gitta hanh lang va
phong khach dang m& nén c6 thé nhin thay toan bd bén trong. C6 ai d6 dang
nam nga dudi san. Reiko quyét dinh ty minh vao kiém tra.

“Co dogi ¢ day nhé.”

Reiko dé Nakazawa Rina ditng ngoai con minh di vao trong. Co bang
qua hanh lang tién vao phong khach.
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Mot can phong tuénh toang chi 6 ti vi, ghé sofa va mot chiéc ban nho.
MGt c6 gai dang nam ngtra trén san nha lat go.

Co0 c6 dang nguoi trung binh cua sinh vién dai hoc thoi nay. Guwong mat
nho nhan cé thé xép vao hang xinh dep. Mdi téc dai, muwgt. Co khoac chiéc
ao len méng mau xanh, bén trong la 4o len hong. Mot bo trang phuc thoai
mai dé mac & nha.

“Co0 gai nay la Matsuoka Yumie?”

“Vang.” Nakazawa Rina dap tir ngoai ctta. Reiko kiém tra mach cua
Matsuoka Yumie, ding la co géai da chét. C6 mét lwgng méau nho & ving
dau. Duong nhu c6 gai bi nga hodc bi danh vao dau.

Reiko nhin quanh nhung khong phat hién ra thi¢ gi giong nhw hung khi.
Thay vao do, c6 thdy mot chiéc thang dung & goc phong khach. Chiéc thang
dan 1én mai nha dugc tan dung lam gac xép.

Reiko nham tinh khoang cach giita gac xép va vi tri thi thé. Néu trugt
chan nga twr trén gac xép xuodng thi c6 thé chét trong tw thé nay lam chi...
Nghi t6i do, Reiko ben rit dién thoai ra. Du la tai nan hay an mang thi van
phai bao ngay cho 110.

Sau do la bao cho ngwoi cdp trén vo tich sy. Khoan néi dén chuyén
may hay xui, viéc Reiko la ngudi dau tién cé mat tai hién truong la cé that.
Nhu vay, c6 sé khong bi khién trach vé viéc dén muon.

Vai phit sau... “To6i hiéu ro6i co0 Hosho. M4t phiit nita toi sé dén, doi t6i

-l

nhé.

Cudc dam thoai vGi cap trén két thiic bang mot cau kho hiéu. Lam gi c6
chuyén mot phit. Sao c6 thé di tirt Kunitachi dén Tay Kokubunji trong vong
mot phut? Nhung Reiko van thay to mo nén di ra dau ngd doi. Bung mot
phtit sau, mot chiéc xe buyt chay ngang qua mat Reiko r6i dirng lai & bén
Bénh vién Tay Kokubunji. Ctta xe vita m&, mot nguwoi dan 6ng bat ra hét
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nhw qua béng ban. Vi trang phuc bat mat gom ao vest trang, a0 khoac den
va khan quang do, néu khong phai trum giang ho cai quan khu Kokubunji thi
anh ta at phai la thanh tra Kazamatsuri.

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri la quy t& cia 6ng chi hdang xe 6 td noi tiéng
Kazamatsuri Motors. M6t thanh tra wu td, thich gdy cha y bang viéc xuat
hién & hién tredng vu an trong chiéc Jaguar mau bac. Nhwng hom nay anh ta
lai khiém nhwong xuat hién bang xe buyt.

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri ng6 nghiéng trong khi Reiko khong thot ra duoc
10i nao. Trong thay Reiko, thanh tra gio mot tay 1én chao ro6i 10 do tién lai
gan.

“Chao c6 Hosho. Cb6 sao thé? A, ciing phai théi.” Néi xong, thanh tra
bat dau giai thich. “Ao khoac Armani nay t6i dit mua & Y, con chiéc khan
mau do nay la ¢ Ginza...”

Khong phai chuyén quan do.” Thyc ra la ciing 6 lién quan t6i quan 4o.
“Ma la chuyén anh di xe buyt kia!”

“Q thi ra 1a ¢6 quan tdm t&i chuyén d6.”

T6i chang quan tam, t6i muon biét vi s¢ anh hwéng téi cong viéc thoi.
Ngoai ra khong c6 y gi khac.

“Ciling chang c6 gi. Tai toi s¢ tinh hinh nay ma di Jaguar thi ban lam.
Thinh thodng di xe buyt cling hay nén hom nay t6i quyét dinh thi, nhung
vira 1én thi da bi don ngay xudéng cudi xe, khong tai nao xuéng dwgc bén
muon xudng, dang lo sé quay lai bén xuat phat thi...”

Co dién thoai ctia Reiko goi t6i. Tiéc la Reiko khong thé cuwdi nhao van
xui cda thanh tra.

Co0 chi bao thanh tra vat va qua roi day gong kinh 1én, 14y lai tinh than
lam viéc bang cach dan thanh tra Kazamatsuri vao hién truong. “L6i nay
thwra thanh tra. Ngudi chét 1a mét sinh vién tén Matsuoka Yumie. Nguwoi phat
hién la Nakazawa Rina, ban hoc cung trwong.”
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Trong lac Reiko thuat lai sy viéc thi xe canh sat lan lwgt xuat hién.
Khong khi lam viéc tai hién treong nghiém tic t6i mic chang ai buon dé y
t6i trang phuc cta thanh tra Kazamatsuri.

3

Trudc ctta nha Matsuoka Yumie. Nakazawa Rina ditng d6i madt véi
thanh tra Kazamatsuri va thuat lai qua trinh phat hién ra thi thé. C6 di ngang
qua ngoi nha khi dang trén duwong tdi treong.

“T6i swc nhé trong cap cé quyén sach mwon cia Matsuoka. Tién duong
nén t6i mudn trd c6 ay luoén. Thay ctra s6 c6 den sang, nghi Matsuoka & nha
nén toi bdm chuong. Khong c6 ai tra 10i. Thoi thi ct dé sach lai vay nén toi
van tay nam ctta va thay ctta khong khoa. Bung la Matsuoka cé nha roi, t6i
md& cita, nhin vao trong thi thdy c6 ngwdi nga trong phong khach...”

Linh cdm c6 chuyén chang lanh, Nakagawa Rina buéc vao va phat hién
thi thé. Co6 hét 1én that thanh, chay bd ra ngoai ngd va dung phai Reiko.

“T6i hiéu roi. Cé thé t6i sé hoi c6 thém khi can.”
Noi xong, thanh tra Kazamatsuri mot minh di vao phong khach, bo lai

Nakazawa Rina ditng ngoai ctta. Tai ddy, anh d6i mat vgi thi thé cua
Matsuoka Yumie.

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri quan sat mot Iic nhung c6 vé thi thé khong
khién anh chad y. Chang bao 1au sau, si chi y ctia anh chuyén sang can gac
mai.

“Ngoi nha nay kiéu cach gdm. Sinh vién ma thué han nha nguyén can
dé & thi cling xa xi day. H6i dai hoc, t6i con thué hxan can penhouse loai
ALDK’ co.” Két thic man khoe khoang thi? hai trong ngay xong, thanh tra
néi tiép, “Cha, thir leo 1én dé xem sao.”
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Hét nhw dita tré hao hitc leo 1én giwong tang, thanh tra leo mot mach téi
gitta cau thang. Bong chan anh vieéng phai chiéc khan quang dai quan quanh
co, anh chi kip kéu “0 ¢” nhu con é€ch bi ngat thé r6i nga ngtra ra, dap ca
lrng va mong xudng san.

“A, dau qua!”
“...” Thanh tra dinh lam gi thé? Reiko nhiu may.

Reiko ti minh leo 1én cau thang, thinh thoang mat lai nhin xu6éng thanh
tra dang ndm rén ri dudi san nha.

Can gac xép rong chirng 3 chiéu. C6 mot chiéc dém ngu. Cé6 1é la
girong cua Matsuoka Yumie. Géc gac xép la cho dé do.

MGt chiéc gia sach thap chat kin sach, tap chi va dia DVD.
Canh twong c6 rat nhiéu dung cu thé thao vt 16n xon.

Hinh nhu Matsuoka thich choi tennis va danh golf. Ta va day cao su c6
1é 1a dung cu giam can. Van trugt ski va snowboard duwgc lau chui can than,
nhv thé sap dugc dem ra dung. Tiéc la mua dong khéng con dén véi
Matsuoka Yumie nita.

Chang biét tir lic nao, thanh tra da leo lai 1én gac mai. Lan nay anh da
thdo khan quang dé tranh nguy hiém. Thanh tra nhoai nguwdi qua lan can gac
xép, chi tay xuéng phong khach.

“Hosho, c6 nhin khodng cach gitta can gac nay véi vi tri thi thé xem.
Co6 kha nang Matsuoka Yumie bi trrgt chan nga tir trén nay va dap dau
xu6ng san nha. Tém lai, day la mot tai nan khong may.”

Thanh tra tit hao nhin Reiko nhi muén héi ¢6 thay sao. Thanh tra chg
doi mot con bao tan thuwéng chang? Nhung tiéc 1a v6i suy ludn ma ai cling
nghi ra dugc dé thi mot lan gié cling chang c6 chit dirng néi dén mot con
bao.
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“Thwa thanh tra.” Reiko than trong lya chon tir ngit. “Khong loai trwe
day la mot vu tai nan, nhung cling khong thé loai trir kha nang nan nhan bi ai
d6 day nga.”

“Y ¢6 1a 4n mang? Oi, sao phai phiic tap thé?”

“Phirc tap cho nao co? Thanh tra nghi don gian qué day!”

Thoi chét, minh 16 noéi ra mat roi.

Nhung cau néi ctia Reiko khong lam thanh tra ndi gian, anh chi ditng

khoanh tay suy nghi. Lat sau, anh ngang 1én nhw mu6n bao “vay thi...” r6i
bwéc ra phia ctra s6 phong khach.

Ngoai ctra s6 la mot khoang khong gian hep chwa du dé goi 1a san, ké
do la birc twong gach. Bén kia birc twrong la mot can nha hai tang bang go.
Thanh tra chi vao khoang khong hep tredc mat.

“Co nhin nay Hosho. Khoang khong bé teo thé nay ciling c6 tuyét phu.
Tuyét pha ca trén twong ntta. Trén do, dén dau chan meéo cling cha c6 chi
dung n6i dén dau chan nguoi.”

“Cong nhan.” Reiko nhin ra ngoai ctra s6 dé kiém ching lai 10i thanh

tra. Lo m@ doan ra diéu thanh tra am chi, Reiko rao truéc luén, “Ching ta sé
kiém tra cac ctra s6 khac.”

Reiko va thanh tra Kazamatsuri mé tdt ca ctra s6 trong nha Matsuoka
Yumie dé kiém tra tinh trang tuyét bén ngoai. Sau khi xem xét hét moi ngéc
ngach ctia ng6i nha hinh chit nhat, hai ngwdi khong phat hién thém diu chan
nao.

Pén day thi thanh tra Kazamatsuri hoan toan chac chan. Anh ty tin néi
ra suy luan ctta minh ngay khi vra trg lai phong khach.

“Co thay khong Hosho? Bén phia la nha hang x6m. Chi c6 mot 16i di
duy nhat dan ra duong xe buyt. Vao thai diém phat hién ra thi thé, trén 16i di
nay, ngoai dau chan ctia nhan chitng dau tién va c6 Hosho ra thi chi con vét
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banh xe dap. Vét banh xe nay dugc cho la vét banh xe cia Matsuoka Yumie
khi di vé nha. Nghia la khong c6 dau chan nao tit trong nha di ra. Chuing ta
da kiém tra khap moi noi va khong tim thay ddu chan nao khac. Lép tuyét
pht van con nguyén ven. Khong ai c6 thé tréo twong sang nha bén canh ma
khong dé lai dau chan trén tuyét. Co c6 nhd dém qua tuyét roi ti*t may gio
dén may gio khong?”

“Néu t6i nhé khong nham thi tuyét bat dau roi Iic 6 gio va dén khoang
9 gio thi tanh.”

“T6i cling nhd thé. Vay ct xem nhu thoi diém tuyét tanh 1a 9 gio t6i.
Matsuoka Yumie dap xe vé nha sau 9 gid. Sau dé, khong c6 ai ra vao ngdi
nha. Nghia la ¢6 &y ¢ nha mot minh. Tt d6 suy ra...”

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri gio mot ngén tay 1én, cham rai két luan.

“Matsuoka Yumie bi nga tir gaic mai xudng trong lic & nha mot minh.
bay khong thé la &n mang. Day la mot tai nan. Bung khong nao?”

“Thanh tra néi ding.” Reiko gat dau nhung khong thé khong cam thay
c6 gi do la la.
Suy luan cta thanh tra Kazamatsuri hgp ly dén kho tin. Cuc ky chinh

Xac va sac sdo. Sao hom nay thanh tra hang hai thé nhi. Reiko chét da. Co6 1é
nao...

“Thwa thanh tra, hinh nhw hém nay anh chi muén xong viéc sém...”

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri ling tung. Bi noi trung tim den nhung thanh tra
van c0 ra vé binh than, “Pau c6. To6i thay chi mat thoi gian khi phitc tap hoa
mot vu viéc don gidn cam chac la tai nan théi... V@i lai hom nay la Giang
sinh.”

ROt cudc thi y thanh tra la v@y. Khong riéng gi thanh tra ma tit ca cac
diéu tra vién déu khong muoén phai diéu tra &n mang vao dém Giang sinh.
Gia ma c6 thé coi day la vu tai nan. Nhung do la gia ma...
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Bat giac, Reiko nhin ra ngoai ctia so.

Anh mit c6 dirng lai ¢ tang 2 cia ngdi nha bén canh. Mot ba gia wéc
chtrng 70 tudi dang nhin ti* ctta s6 tang 2 xuéng. Bon mat gap nhau. Ba vay
tay nhw muon goi Reiko sang. T6i u? Reiko chi vao mat minh.

Ba lao gat dau nhw mudn bao dung vay.

Khéng r6 thyc hw thé nao nhung c6 vé ba gia mudn néi chuyén véi
canh sat.

Reiko va thanh tra Kazamatsuri v6i sang ngay bén d6. Tam bién trudc
ctra ghi Sasaki Tokiko. Reiko bam chu6ng, 1ap titc ctta m& nhu thé dang cho
san. Xuat hién sau canh ctra la mot phu nit téc bac trang khoac chiéc éo
tanzen mau tro. Reiko héi c6 phai ba 1a Sasaki Tokiko khéng thi ngudi phu
nit gat dau.

“Q, anh chi sang ddy ha. Anh chi vao di, ai lai ditng day.”

Ba Sasaki Tokiko noi bang giong dia phwong ving Okayama va maoi
hai diéu tra vién vao phong khach. Ba ng6i phich xuoéng chiéc dém ngbéi co
lung twa, nhin Reiko day vé hoai nghi.

“Piéu tra vién co diéu gi mudn hoi ba gia nay a?”

Pén lwgt thanh tra Kazamatsuri quay sang nhin Reiko. Reiko cling thay

lo. “Chang phai chinh ba goi t6i sang sao?”

Ba Sasaki Tokiko dam chiéu. Sau dé, ba dap bop hai tay vao nhau,
ngang 1én bdo, “Pung ro6i, toi cé thong tin quan trong muén bdo cho anh
chi.”

“...” Reiko e ngai, khong biét ba gia nay c6 that sy binh thwong khong,
co cho ba néi tiép.
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“Chuyén la...” Ba Sasaki Tokiko bat dau ké vé “thong tin quan trong”.
“Toi qua toi nghe thay tiéng dong la. Liic do toi dang ngoi canh ctra so tang
2 dé ngam tuyét. Dot nhién t6i nghe thdy tiéng ‘uynh’. Ban dau toi twdng la
dong dat nhung khong phai. Toi khong biét do la tiéng gi, chi mai dén sang
nay, khi hay tin nha bén cé chuyén. Co gai hang x6m da chét. T6i trom nghi
khong biét tiéng dong téi qua cé lién quan gi khong. Anh chi thay sao, c6
lien quan gi khong?”

Reiko gat dau dén may lan. Cé lién quan chit. Tiéng “uynh” ba Sasaki
Tokiko nghe thay chinh la tiéng Matsuoka Yumie roi tit gdc mai xudng.

Khong giau n6i tdo mo, thanh tra Kazamatsuri giuc ba Sasaki Tokiko.
“Bac c6 biét chinh xac thoi diém nghe thay tiéng dong khong?”
“Biét chit. T6i xem dong ho ngay ma. Luc do la 10 gio t6i.”

10 gid. Vay thoi diém chinh xac x4y ra vu viéc la 10 gio. Nguyén chi
tiét nay cling qua da cho coéng tac thu thap thong tin. Tuy nhién, thanh tra
Kasamatsuri van muon hoi thém.

“Ba chi nghe thdy tiéng dong lic d6 thdi a? Ngoai ra con gi nita
khong?”

Ba Sasaki Tokiko gat dau, ha giong nhw thé chuan bi dwa ra thong tin

J

mai.
“Co chir. Mot tiéng ‘uynh’ hét nhw vay nita.”

“0.” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri nhém hin nguoi 1én, mit may rat cing
thang. “Khodng may gio téi qua!?”

“Khong phai toi qua. Ma la sang nay. Vira méi ban nay. Khong ro lic
dé la may gio...”

Du la mdy gid thi ciing chang lién quan tdi vu viéc dau, thwa ba. Bai do
la tiéng thanh tra Kazamatsuri nga tir cau thang xudng sang nay. Reiko cti
mdt chang noi gi con thanh tra thi dva tay gai dau.
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“C0 Hosho, chiing ta chuan bj vé théi...”

Thay khong can phdi hoi thém gi nita, thanh tra Kazamatsuri toan ding
1én. Nhung dang ldc ay, ba Sasaki thét ra mot cau gay cha y.

“T6i con nhin thady mdt bong ngudi. Bung ra la chi thay thap thoang co
béng nguwdi sau tdm rém thoi.”

“Bong nguoi.” Thanh tra lai ng6i xuéng. “Bong cua Matsuoka Yumie
é?”

“Lam sao toi biét dwgc. Nhung ding 1a téi cé thdy bong ngudi. Lic db

1a hon 10 gig.”

“T6i hiéu roi. Hon 10 gio... 10 gid... hon... Ha!” Nhan thay tam quan
trong cua cau noi, thanh tra Kazamatsuri nhoai ngwdi ra nhv muon tom lay
d6i phwong. “Ba noi that chit? Hon 10 gio nghia la sau khi nghe thay tiéng
‘uynh’ a. Ba khong nhin nham day chit ba gia?”

“Tén nhai ranh kia, anh bdo ai la ba gia day?”

“T6i xin 106i.” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri co rim ngudi, v0i vang stra lai,
“Co khong nham day cha?”

Goi “ba” la dung r6i, thua thanh tra...

“Nham thé nao dugc.” Ba Sasaki Tokiko qua quyét “T6i nhin thdy bong
nguoi sau khi nghe thay tiéng dong. Khong nham dugc dau.”

That 1a mot 10i khai gay chan dong. Néu tiéng dong ba Sasaki Tokiko
nghe thay trung vdi thoi diém Matsuoka Yumie nga tir gac mai xuéng thi
chdc chan Iic do c6 ay da chét hodc bi thwong rat nang. Vay bong ngudi ma
ba Sasaki Tokiko nhin thiy sau tdm rém la ai?

Trong dau Reiko hién 1én hai chit “hung thu”. Bay la mot vu giét nguoi
u?
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Roi khoi nha ba Sasaki Tokiko, hai diéu tra vién quay lai 16i di dan vao
nha Matsuoka Yumie. Vira di, thanh tra Kazamatsuri vira thac mac, “La nhi.
Néu day la vu giét ngwoi thi hung tha lam thé nao dé chay tron khéi ng6i
nha bon bé tuyét phu? Lam thé nao dé khong lwu lai ddu chan trén tuyét?”

Pay chinh la cau hoi 16n nhat. Ban than Reiko ciing khong thé dua ra
10i giai xac dang.

“A, phai r6i.” Hinh nhv thanh tra da cé két ludn m@i. Anh dé xuat ngay
khi vira vé téi phong khach, “Ching ta sé hoi chuyén c6 Nakazawa Rina —
nhan chitng dau tién — thém mot lan nita.”

Reiko khong hiéu dung y cta thanh tra. Tuy nhién, néu day khong phai
la mét tai nan don thuan thi viéc nay la can thiét.

Nakazawa Rina xuat hién tre6c mat hai diéu tra vién vdi vé boi roi,
khong hiéu sao minh lai bi goi tGi.

Nhwng thanh tra Kazamatsuri khéng gidi thich gi ma vao dé ngay.

“Co hoc cung truong véi Matsuoka Yumie? Hai nguoi la thé nao véi
nhau? Ban cung cau lac bo a?”

“Khong. Ban cting cho lam. Chuing t6i cting lam thém tai mot quan giai
khat nén choi v6i nhau.”

“Ra vy. Co thdy Matsuoka Yumie la nguoi thé nao?”

“MGt cO gai wa hoat dong. Tinh tinh vui vé, gidi thé thao, duwoc tat ca
moi nguoi yéu quy.”

Nakazawa Rina dang ca nggi nguwdi qua c6 nhung vé6i kinh nghiém ctia
mot canh sat, Reiko biét trén doi nay chang cé ai dugc tidt ca moi nguoi yéu
quy cd. Chi c6 nguwoi tv nghi nhv vay thoéi, chang han nhw thanh tra
Kazamatsuri... (Du so nay rat hiém).

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri mim cuwdi hién ti¢ tredc khi dwa ra cau hoi
chinh, “C6 Nakazawa, ltic 10 gid t6i qua, c6 dang lam gi?”
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“Anh héi vé bang chitng ngoai pham!?” Nakazawa Rina lung ting.
“Khong phédi Matsuoka chét do tai nan sao?”

“Sao co? C6 ai bao cd ay chét vi tai nan dau.”

Ban ndy chinh anh vira néi con gi. Reiko thé dai, 1én tiéng thic giuc
Nakazawa Rina.

“Chi la cong tac diéu tra thong thuong théi. Hién van chuwa ré c6 phai
Matsuoka chét do tai nan hay khéng.”

Pugc Reiko thuyét phuc, Nakazawa Rina dap, “10 gio t0i qua toi & nha
mot minh. T6i khong c6 bang chitng ngoai pham.”

“Nhung...” C6 gai van lai hai diéu tra vién. “Anh chi nghi ngo t6i giét
Matsuoka that ha. Vay cho t6i héi lai nhé, néu la hung thu, t6i lam thé nao
dé tron khoi hién treong? Ngoai kia ding la cé dau chan cua t6i. Nhung la
ddu chan sang nay, khi t6i phat hién ra thi thé. Néu toi sat hai Matsuoka tai
ngoi nha nay vao 10 gio tdi qua ma khong dé lai dau chan nao thi la qua.”

Co 4y ndi ding. Khong biét thanh tra sé trd 10i ra sao. Nhu thé doan
tredc dugc cau hoi cua cod gai, thanh tra Kazamatsuri phan bién lai ngay,
“Hung thu sat hai Matsuoka Yumie vao 10 gio t6i qua khong han da chay
tron ngay trong dém. C6 kha nang hung tht da dgi dén sang. Sau do gia vo
la nguwoi dau tién phat hién vu viéc.”

“Gi co...” Nakazawa Rina boi r6i. “Anh diéu tra vién nghi thé nay phai
khong? Trong s6 dau chan lwu lai trén tuyét, dau chan di tir ngoai vao co tr
dém qua, dau chéan di tir trong ra sang nay mdi cé. Con tbi thi cho rang ca
hai dau chan déu c6 tit sang nay. Oi chao 6i chao...” N&i xong, co gai
chuyén ngay sang thai do thiva nhan, “T6i hiéu roi, cé thé lam ch@! Co thé
lam ch!”

Puong nhién.” Thanh tra sung swéng gat dau. “Khong phai c6 thé ma
noi chi c6 moi cach dé cling khéng qua 16i. Tom lai, ngoai co ra thi khong ai
c6 thé ra tay sat hai Matsuoka Yumie duwgc. Co hiéu y t6i chi?”
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“T6i hiéu. That chang udng cong anh nghi nggi. Anh dinh dua t6i ddy
é!”

No6i xong, Nakazawa Rina cuwdi sang sac. “Lam gi c6 hung tht nao & lai
hién trvong ca dém vaGi xac chét! Qua phi thyce té!”

Viéc Nakazawa Rina t@c gian au cling c6 ly. Cach ma thanh trao bao,
tuy c6 thé nhung hoi phi thue té€. Chwa ké diéu nay con khong khép véi két
qua quan sat cia Reiko. Reiko khang dinh diéu nay véi thanh tra.

“T6i da quan sat ky ddu chan ctia Nakazawa. Khong thé c6 chuyén mot
ddu chan la tir dém qua, mot dau chan la tir sang nay dugc. Chi can thoang
nhin cling phan biét dwgc dé la ddu chan co tw tredc hay vira méi co.”

“Thé ha? Vay khong phai r6i.” Thanh tra 16 vir that vong r6i rut lai gia
thiét. “Néu thé thi ai da giét Matsuoka Yumie?”

“Néu nghi pham la dan 6ng thi t6i biét mot nguwdi ddy. Anh Osawa
Masaki, lam chung quén vdi bon t6i. Anh ay vira bi Matsuoka da.”

Theo Nakazawa Rina thi anh chang Osawa Masaki nay la ngwoi hay dé
bung va co long tu trong kha cao. Co ha giong, “Co kha nang anh ta ghét
Matsuoka Yumie t¢i mi*c muon giét.”

Hoa ra cau no6i “Matsuoka Yumie dugc tat cd moi nguwdi yéu quy” cua
Nakazawa Rina ban nay chi la danh cho ngwoi qua co.
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4

Tai ngd tw nam trén truc duong ndi Kokubunji va Kunitachi. C6 mot
quan ca phé tén Hiyoshi Sabo nam phia géc dudng noi mét quan bit tét va
mot quan sushi tranh gianh nhau lwgng khach it 60i. Hosho Reiko va thanh
tra Kazamatsuri vira buwdc vao quan thi mot c6 géi tré cat tiéng chao, “Xin
chao quy khach”.

Thanh tra nhin mot lwgt quan ca phé 1éo téo vai méng khach roi cung
Reiko chon ban trong cung. Chang biét hoc dwgc & dau ma thanh tra bing
ngon tay goi nhan vién mac tap dé va kéu luén d6 uéng du chwa nhin thyc
don, “Hom nay co loai ca phé gi dac biéet?”

Co6 nhan vién nhé nhan budc téc dudi ngwa hoi bat ngo trong giay lat.
Nhung ngay khi liéc thady phuc trang ddc biét ctia thanh tra, c6 tran tinh lai
va dua ra loi dé nghi hap dan, “Ca phé dac biét hom nay la Blue Mountain
Hiyoshi.”

Reiko thay trong thyc don chi c6 hai loai ca phé la Blend va American.

Co gai da sang tac ra thyc don méi sau khi biét thanh tra la cong ti con nha
giau.

“Pugc ddy. Cho toi hai, a khong, ba c6c nhé.”
“Ba c6c!?”
Truwdc sy ngac nhién caa co gai, thanh tra mim cwéi dap.

“U, ba cdc. Goi ho téi cau nhan vién tén Osawa Masaki ra day nira. Toi
chi goi thé thoi.”

“Vang, ba Blue Mountain Hiyoshi dac biét va mot Osawa Masaki.”
Co gai téc dudi ngya bao hai ngwoi dgi mot chit roi di vao bép.

“Quan nay hay hon t6i twéng day. Nhan vién rat nhanh nhen.”
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Thanh tra c6 vé hai 1ong mac du vira bi ltra uéng loai ca phé dat tién.
Lat sau, m6t cau thanh nién tw trong bép di ra, tay bung khay ca phé. Cau di
vé phia ban ctia Reiko v&i vé mat cang thang.

“Xin 16i dé quy khach phai doi. Pay 1a ca phé Blen... A khong, ca phé
Blue Mountain Hiyoshi dac biét.”

La ca phé Blend binh thwong chit gi, Reiko hiéu ngay ban chat cta thuc
don madi. Va anh chang nay la mén con lai — Osawa Masaki chang?

Reiko day gong kinh 1én, quan sat cau thanh nién.

Cau ta cao chirng 1m70. Co thé ran chac v@i bo vai rong khién nguoi
doi dién lién tuwong téi mot van dong vién. Guong mat vGi chiéc cam vuong
ddc trung tao cam giac la ngwoi co y chi.

“Cau la Osawa Masaki? Pugc roi. Moi cau ngoi xuong uong vai ching
toi coc ca phé. Chung t6i goi ca cho cau day. Chac cau cling phan nao doan
dugc chung toi la ai... Binh boong! Chinh xac! To6i la Kazamatsuri & S&
Canh sat Kunitachi. Pay la c6 Hosho, cap dwéi cta t6i. Chung toi dén day
dé hoi vé c6 Matsuoka Yumie — ngudi vira bi giét.”

“Bi giét!?” Osaka Masaki giat minh. “T6i thay ban t6i nhan tin bao la
Matsuoka da chét. Nhung gio toi méi biét la c6 ay bi giét? That u?”

“Nhiéu kha nang la that day.” Thanh tra quan sat nét mat cia Osaka
Masaki roi dwa ra cau hoi chinh, “T6i nghe néi cau yéu Matsuoka. Gan day,
cau méi bj c6 dy d4, a khong, méi chia tay vdi c6 ay. C6 phai khong?”

“Vang, khong sai, nhung anh dang nghi ngo t6i?”

“Pau cd. Trong toi nhu dang nghi ngo cau a?” Thanh tra né tranh cau
héi ctia do6i phwong. “Khoédng 10 gid t6i qua cau lam gi, & dau?”

“Anh hoi vé bang chitng ngoai pham? BPung la anh dang nghi ngd t6i
roi. 10 gio toi qua thi toi trén dwong di lam veé, t6i di c6 mot minh nén chang
c6 bang chitng ngoai pham gi dau...”
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“Ra thé. Thé cau va c6 Matsuoka yéu nhau thé nao?”

“Chung t6i lam thém cung nhau nén tw nhién than thiét théi. Nguoi ngo
10i tredce 1a b ay.”

“Hirm, cau c6 vé ty hao nhi?” Thanh tra c6 nén tiéng ngap.

“Khong phai! Do la sy that. Anh dirng bé cong 10i ndi cua t6i.” Osaka
Masaki tré moi kho chju. “Ching t6i yéu nhau ding vao tam nay nam ngoai.
Viéc chia tay xay ra thang trueéc nén tinh ra chva dege mot nam. Chung toi
cling giong cac cap binh thuwong khac. Mua hé thi cung nhau di bién, mua
dong thi cung nhau truot tuyét...”

“Nghe noi c6 Matsuoka la ngudi wa hoat dong.”

“Vang. CO6 ay rat gioi cac mon thé thao mua dong, dén noi tw bo tién
sam hét cac dung cu. That t6i nghiép vi co dy lai ra di ngay khi mua yéu
thich sap dén.”

Reiko nhé lai mdy dung cu trugt tuyét dé trén gac mai. Pgi cau thanh
nién no6i xong, Reiko hoi, “Mua yéu thich sap dén r6i ma cau lai bi bé, a
khong, lai chia tay vdi c6 ay, tai sao vay?”

“Chi ct néi bi bo cling dvgc.”
“Vay sao cau lai bi bo thé?” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri hoi.

“Hirm, t nhién t6i lai thay bwe khi anh hoi.” Tuy nhién, Osaka Masaki
van ngoan ngoan tra 10, “Ly do la tai c6 dy. C6 ay c6 nguwoi mGi. Anh ta tén
la Takano Michihiko. A, phai r6i!”

Osaka Masaki bong twoi tinh han 1én, anh bao hai diéu tra vién.

“Co6 thé anh chi nghi t6i bi da nén da giét Matsuoka dé tra thu, nhung
toi khong lam chuyén do. Anh chi nén nghi ngo Takano Michihiko. Nguoi
tén Takano Michihiko dé cap véi rat nhiéu co6 gai, gap khong biét bao nhiéu
rac roi roi, toi ddm chac la anh ta cling cé chuyén vGi Matsuoka...”

https://thuviensach.vn



Reiko ghi lai tén Takano Michihiko vao so tay.

Takano Michihiko la sinh vién hoc cung trwong v6i Matsuoka Yumie.
Anh ta hién séng tai mot can hé chung cw nam trén duwong truc duong tinh tw
nga tv Hiyoshi huong di Kunitachi. Reiko va Kazamatsuri roi khoi quan ca
phé dé di gap nghi can mai.

Reiko nhan chudong mot can ho trén tang ba. M& ctra la mot thanh nién
dong dong cao. Co6 vé nhu day la mot dan choi véi day da ba dac diém “toc
nau”, “khuyén tai”, “da nau” ... Khéng, Reiko dam chac day la mot dan
choi th thiét va cau ta chinh la Takano Michihiko. Cau ta sam soi hai diéu

tra vién nhw thé dang nhin sinh vat la.

“Chung t6i ¢ S& Canh sat Kunitachi.” Thanh tra ty hao chia ra chiéc thé
canh sat.

Nhung Takano Michihiko chang bu6n dé mat téi ma quay sang mim
cwoi vai Reiko. Reiko thay khong thodi mai trirdc anh mat soi moi cua cau
ta.

“Co6 chuyén can gap t6i? T6i c6 lam gi xau dau.”

Cau ta khong biét gi? Hay chi gia vo? Thanh tra Kazamatsuri 1én tiéng
hoi cau sinh vién xac xuwgc.

“Cau biét c6 Matsuoka Yumie ch¥? Pung, ngudi yéu cia cau. Co ay
chét roi. C6 vé 1a bi giét.”

“...” Cau ndi caa thanh tra khién ngay cd moét dan choi cling bang
hoang, “Bi giét? Ai giét?”

“Cha, ai nhi?” Thanh tra liéc nhin nghi pham day any.

“Ha? T6i!? Y anh 1a t6i!? Ping c6 néi lung tung. Sao tdi phai giét
Matsuoka Yumie? Toi yéu co ay twr tan day long. Phai khong chi diéu tra
viéen?”
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Cau dan choi quay sang Reiko tim dong minh.

Lam sao toi biét duwgc! Reiko riia tham trong long roi lanh Iing dat cau
hoi, “Nghe noéi, anh va Matsuoka Yumie méi yéu nhau gan day.”

“Vang. Ching t6i bi xép thanh cdp trong lan hen Gokon & cau lac bo
trong truong. Nguwoi bat chuyén trwée la co dy.”

Cau ta dap vdi vé ty hao. Nhung gio thi khong c6 cach nao dé kiém
ching 10i cau ta.

“Khodng 10 gio t6i qua, cau ¢ dau, lam gi?”

“10 gio!? A, 10 gid thi yén tdm roi. Toi & cung Aya dén tan sang co.
Nghia la t6i c6 bang chitng ngoai pham.”

“...” Sao thé nhi? Ty nhién sy nghi ngd ctia Reiko dang lén dén dinh
diém ngay khi nghe thiy bing chitng ngoai pham hoan hao. “O cling Aya
dén tan sang!? Cau bao yéu Matsuoka Yumie tit tan day long co ma?”

Truwdc vé that vong cua Reiko, Takano Michihiko van veo nguwoi roi
giai thich, “Khong khong, y toi 1a t6i qua, du co thé & cung Aya nhung tam
tri toi van nghi tdi Yumie. Chi hiéu t6i chi chi diéu tra vién?”

Pirng c6 choc choc lai tim dong minh nhw thé! Aya la ai!
“Co6 Aya do la ai?”

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri héi nhuw thé doc dwgc suy nghi cta Reiko.
Takano Michihiko tra 15i bing giong héi 16i, “A thi... 1a c6 gi 1am & quan
ca phé d6. Quan Hiyoshi Sabo chd Matsuoka lam, mot c6 gai cuc ky dang
yéu budc téc dudi ngya...”

0, c6 gai d6 a? Reiko khé chau may truwdc budc ngodt méi.

Reiko va thanh tra m@ ctta buéc vao. Cau Osaka Masaki dang ditng tan
ngan bong giat ndy minh, run run cat tiéng chao hai ngwoi, “Xin... xin chao
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quy khach.”

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri ng6i xuong ghé roi bung tay goi do uong. “Cho
toi ca phé Blue Mountain Hiyoshi ddc biét...”

“Thanh tra!” Reiko cat ngang 10i thanh tra va tw minh goi do6 uong
nham cat gidm chi phi khong can thiét. “Cho t6i ba ca phé Blend. Goi ho toi
co Kanzaki Ayaka ra day nita.”

Osawa Masaki thd phao nhe nhom, bao hai nguwdi doi roi di vao trong.

Vai phit sau, ngwoi bung ra khay ca phé, miéng néi “Xin 16i dé quy
khach phai dgi” 1a c¢6 phuc vu nhé nhan — Kanzaki Ayaka. Co dat ba c6c ca
phé xudng ban, hoi “Anh chi can gap t6i?” roi ngoéi xuéng ghé.

“U, ching t6i c6 chuyén can cd xac nhan. C6 ngbi di... A, c6 ngdi roi
ha. Thé dé t6i hoi ludn. 10 gid t3i qua, cd & dau?”
“Anh héi vé bang chitng ngoai pham? Ban ndy t6i c6 nghe Osawa noi.

Matsuoka Yumie chét roi a?”

Sau do, Kanzaki Ayaka trd 16i cau héi cua thanh tra, “10 gio téi qua, t6i
dang & nha ban t6i. Anh ay tén la Takano Michihiko. Chung t6i chi la ban
thoi. Anh dy la khach quen cua quan, gap nhau nhiéu nén ching t6i tré nén
than thiét.”

“Mac du biét cau ta la nguoi yéu cia Matsuoka Yumie?”
“T6i biét nhung toi v6i Takano Michihiko chi la ban.”
“0, 1a ban ma ¢6 & vdi cdu ta tai nha cau dy dén tan sang?”

“H4? Takano khai thé a?” Kanzaki Ayaka danh phai gat dau. “Vang.
To6i da & cung anh ay dén sang.”

Reiko thdy khéng hiéu lam. Loi khai cia Kanzaki Ayaka da cung co
bang chitng ngoai pham cua Takano Michihiko. Vay la Takano Michihiko
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vo t0i? Khong, c6 vé nhu cdu ta co tdi va Kanzaki Ayaka dang dung 10i khai
gia dé gitp cau ta. Pau mai la sy that day?

Kanzaki Ayaka tiép tuc ma khong dé y thay ca hai diéu tra vién dang
roi boi.

“Anh chi dang nghi ngo Takano u? Khong c6 chuyén dé dau. Toi co
thé lam ching. Hon nita, t6i biét mot nguwdi lu6n mong Matsuoka Yumie
chét. Anh chi c6 muon biét khong?”

“Gl co?” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri t0 mo. “Cé nguwoi mong Matsuoka
Yumie chét u?”

“Vang. Nguoi nay thich Osaka Masaki tir 1au. Nhung Osaka van nhé
dén Matsuoka du da bi c6 ay da. Chinh vi thé ma sy ton tai ctia Matsuoka da
tr@ thanh vat can. Tén nguoi nay la...”

Kanzaki Ayaka ha giong nhw khong mudn nguwdi khac nghe thay. “La
Nakazawa. Nakazawa Rina, c6 ay ciling lam thém tai quan nay. T6i thay c6
ta rat dang ngo.”

Bat ngo trudc cai tén, Reiko va thanh tra Kazamatsuri quay sang nhin
nhau. Nakazawa Rina. R6t cudc thi nghi can lai quay vé véi nhan chitng dau
tien.

5

Hai diéu tra vién quay lai hién treong & Tay Kokubunji va mat thém
vai gio nita dé thu thap thong tin tir nhitng ngwdi hang xém. Tuy nhién, dén
tan t06i van chang c6 thém manh moéi nao. Cac nghi can hién tai dang cé
Osaka Masaki, Takano Michihiko, Kanzaki Ayaka va nhan chitng thit nhat —
Nakazawa Rina. Tat cd la b6n nguoi.

“Khong thé c6 chuyén Nakazawa Rina yéu Osawa Masaki dwgc. Béi
chinh Nakazawa Rina da budc toi Osawa.”
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“U. Nhung ddy 1a mot vu giét ngudi. Néu budc tdi Osaka Masaki dé
ban than tranh bi nghi ngo thi hoan toan cé thé chon cach do.”

Tai duong danh cho xe buyt tru6c nha Matsuoka Yumie. Thanh tra
Kazamatsuri bong chuyén tir giong nghiém tiic sang than mat, anh quay sang
Reiko, khé nhun vai.

“Ngay dau tién thu thap nhuw vay la dugc ro6i. Mai chiing ta sé diéu tra
tiép. Co Hosho nay, hom nay la ngay gi nhi?”

Keng! Cu6i cung né ciing dén. Reiko c6 nghi ra ly do dé thoai thac
nhung cudi cung c6 di dén két luan la rieng hom nay thi chang cé 1y do nao.
“Hom nay la Giang si...”

“Pung, hom nay la Giang sinh.” Gigng cuta thanh tra Kazamatsuri ngan
cao hon mot quang tam. “Mot budi toi dac biét dé cac d6i uyén wong tinh tu
trong nha hang, bén ly sim panh va ga tay. Sao, y twdng nay giong nhw thoi
kinh té thinh virgng a!? Chang van deé gi dau. Hang Kazamatsuri Motors nha
toi van thinh virong lam. Chuyén 1a, t6i nay t6i c6 dat cho tai mot nha hang
Phép cao cap cho t6i va c6. Chung ta sé tam quén vu an giét ngudi vo duyén
kia dé cung tan huwéng budi téi vui vé. Néu co dong y, ching ta sé cung 1én
chiéc Jaguar... ha... Jaguar a!?”

Guong mat dang tran tré hy vong cta thanh tra Kazamatsuri bong tai

nhgt di. Thanh tra 6m mat tham thiét, “Chét toi r6i! HOm nay t6i lai dé chiéc
Jaguar & nha!”

“Thanh tra dirng lo. Toi sé di xe buyt vé.” N6i xong, Reiko leo ludn 1én
chiéc xe buyt cap bén rat dung ltic réi quay lai gat dau cam on thanh tra.

“Co Hosho, dgi da. T6i sé vé cung luon!” Thanh tra cuéng cuong dinh
nhdy lén nhung canh cwa xe buyt da lanh lung khép lai. Thanh tra
Kazamatsuri bi bé lai trén duong. Reiko tham cdm on béc tai.

Chiéc xe chuyén banh. Reiko nhin qua s6 phia cudi xe va thdy thanh tra
Kazamatsuri dang da chan vao tuwong.
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Sau vai chuc phuit thi chiéc xe buyt dén bén Kunitachi. Con xa mdi t6i
dinh thy Hosho nhung day la bén cu6i nén Hosho danh phai xuéng. C6 x0a
toc, thdo cap kinh khéng so roi di bo vé nha.

That khong thoai mai khi xung quanh tran ngap khong khi Giang sinh.
Ngam nghia nhiéu sé thdy ban than kém may man nén Reiko v& nhw khong
trong thay gi va suy nghi vé vu an.

Cai chét cua Matsuoka Yumie la &n mang hay tai nan? Néu la 4n mang
thi hung thu la ai? Trong treong hgp do, hung thu lam thé nao dé chay trén
khai hién truong?

“Lai con khong dé lai ddu vét nao trén tuyét chit. Lam th€ nao... thé
nao...”

Do madi nghi nén Reiko khong dé y phia truéc. C6 dam sam vao mot
vat mau do.

“T6i xin 16i...” Reiko loang choang nhw sap ngd. Dang hai tay d& c6 la
ong gia Noel mac ao do... do mot nguwdi dan 6ng dong déng cao dong. “Tiéu
thu khong sao chir?”

Anh ta cam trén tay mot tam bang, c6 vé nhw dé chao ban banh quy.
Toi khong sao, Reiko xua tay budc di. “Hong roi, hdng roéi, minh phai can
than hon.” Reiko ty vo vao dau. “Ma anh Kageyama ciing vat va nhi. Anh di
lam thém tai tiém banh vao ngay nay u?”

Chac han tién lvong quan gia ciing c6 ltc khong du cho anh ta tiéu xai.
Néu kiém dwoc viéc ngon, chuyén anh ta b6 mac 6ng cha va tiéu thw dé di
lam thém cling c6 thé thong cam duwgc. H¥? Con lau nhé, nhung sao anh ta
lai ¢ day?

Reiko hung hd quay lai, tém 1dy ong gia Noel ding tredc cira hang
dong ho.
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“Kageyama! Anh lam gi ¢ ddy... O, xin 16i, t6i nham!” Reiko xin 15i
ong gia Noel & ctra hang dong ho va tom lai 6ng gia Noel & ctra hang banh
canh do. “Kageyama!”

“Oi, tiéu th muon mua banh a? To6i sé ban ré cho.”

“Cai gi?” Reiko hét len. “Gio khong phai luc ban banh.”

Vai phut sau. Tai khu virc an udng cua civa hang banh Noel.

Reiko ngoi doi dién vdi Kageyama dang mac trang phuc ong gia Noel.
Gitta hai nguwdi la bau khong khi e dé cung tach ca phé boc khoi. Mdy dita
tré mau gido ditng bén ngoai chi vé phia Kageyama bao, “Ong gia Noel
dang nghi giai lao kia!”

Kageyama nhap mo6t ngum ca phé roi tinh bo néi, “That ra toi bi dinh
vao ca do...”

Ngwri thay mui toi pham, mat Reiko cang ra. Kageyama van than nhién.

“Toi tinh co gap mot nguwoi ¢ trung tam bong chay Tachikawa va ca
curgc vOi anh ta. Chung toi ca xem ai sé danh homerun trudc. Nguwoi thua sé
phai lam theo 10i nguwdi kia. M6t vu ca cwgc kiéu nhu thé. Két qua 1a t6i phai
phu ban banh cho cita hang Noel vao bubi t6i quan trong thé nay. Xin tiéu
thw thi 16i.”

“Nghia la ong chu tiém banh choi bong chay giéi.” Reiko thé dai roi
dwa tay vuot toc. “Du sao thi cling khong giong cac vu ca do béng chay ma
toi biét.”

Mui t0i pham Reiko ngwi thdy ban nay héa ra la nham.

“Tiéu thw yén tdm chwa?” Kageyama mim cudi. “A, ban ndy tiéu thw
bao gio khong phai luc ban banh la sao? C6 viéc gi quan trong hon viéc ban
banh vao t6i Giang sinh u?”
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“Nhiéu cht.” Nhung tredc hét la vu viéc xdy ra hom nay. “DPa xdy ra
mot vu an rat ky la. Anh thay day, sang nay dwong van con ngap tuyét...”

Reiko ké lai chi tiét vu viéc c6 gap sang nay trén dwong di lam.
Kageyama cham chu lang nghe véi vé to mo ra mat. May cau bé mau giao
lai chi vé phia Kageyama bao, “Ong gia Noel dang néi chuyén linh tinh
kia.”

V@& van. Cung cap thong tin dé Kageyama suy luan khong phai la noi
chuyén linh tinh. Rat nhiéu lan, Kageyama da tim ra sy that chi qua nhiing
gi Reiko ké.

“T6i hiéu r6i. Vu nay dang la rat la.” Kageyama lai nhap mét ngum ca
phé. Can phong khong dau chan nguwdi. Bon nghi can.”

“U. C6 thé van con nhung tam thdi o xem xét trwde bén ngudi ndy.”

“Vang.” Kageyama gat dau. “Mau chét ctia vu an nam & dau chan.
Hung tha lam thé nao dé roi khoi hién treong ma khong dé lai dau chan?”

“U, toi cling thac mac vé chuyén do.”

“Tuy nhién, néu chiing ta dé y t6i mot chi tiét thi sy that tw khac sé 10
dién. Tiéu thw da t6i rat gan sy that r6i ma van chwa phat hién ra sao?”

Viéc bi coi thwong khién Reiko phat cau. “Y anh 14 sao?”

“Trong nha Matsuoka cé nhitng vat dung rat dang chu y, chac tiéu thw
van nhd. D6 1a van trugt ski va snowboard trén gac xép. Nhung vat nay it
nhiéu da thu hat dugce sy chad y cua tiéu thw.”

“U, dung 1a t6i ciing hoi c6 an twgng.”
Reiko hoi twdng lai khung canh trén gac xép.

“U, gio nghi lai méi thay van truwot ski va snowboard chic chin c6 lién
quan tdi can nha bon bé phu tuyét. Gia st hung tha dung van trugt ski dé di
trén tuyét? ft nhat s& khong dé lai dau chan. Anh thdy sao ha Kageyama?”
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“Vang vang.” Kageyama gat dau tdi may lan. “Tiéu thw néi ding, néu
hung tht dung van trugt ski thi sé khong dé lai dau chan trén tuyét. Nhung
lvgng tuyét trén mdt duong chi day chirng 1cm. Van ski sé lam hong ngay
16p tuyét nay. Snowboard ciing vay. Luc tiéu thw phat hién ra thi thé, 16p
tuyét trén mat dwong van rat dep. Vay thi, van trugt ski va snowboard tuy
gay dugc chi y nhung chang lién quan gi t6i vu an. Pon gidn thé ma tiéu
thu con khong hiéu thi...”

Kageyama nhin thang vao Reiko, n6i bang giong vo cung 1é phép, “Vo
cung xin 16i tiéu thw nhwng that sy tam hiéu biét cda tiéu thw chi nhw tré mau
giao.”

Reiko da dé mat canh gidc khi vira nhdm nhi ca phé, vira nghe
Kageyama néi. Thé roi cum tir “nhw tré mau giao” xuat hién. Qua soc, Reiko
hat lu6n coc ca phé vao mat ngudi quan gia.

May dita tré mau gido ban nay voi chay dén, go vao dau Kageyama béo
“Pirng c6 ma dua!” r6i hi hitng chay bién di mat.

“...” Kageyama sitng s0, voi tim khan mui soa dé lau mat. “T6i noi
diéu gi khong phdi sao...”

Reiko im ldang, dwa khan tay 1én lau miéng. C6 soi guwong, kiém tra 16p
trang diém nhw muon tran tinh lai. Sau dé, c6 nhap mot ngum nwdc va cham
rdi lén tiéng, “Anh bao ai nhw tré mau gido! Trong t6i thé nay ma ciing tot
nghiép loai wru mot truong noi tiéng ddy! Ping c6 ma dua!”

Bat chuwdc bon tré ban nay, Kageyama tw go vao dau minh roéi co nguoi
lai trong dén ngo.

Trudc thai do cia Kageyama, Reiko quyét dinh tha thit cho anh ta. Gid
chuyén vu an quan trong hon.

“Néu van trugt ski va snowboard khong lién quan t&i vu an thi cai gi
m&i lién quan? Chinh anh nhac dén vat dung giy chu y co ma? Anh dang
dua a?”
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“Khong, viéc vat dung gay chu y la that. Nhung t6i khong cho rang vat
d6 dugc truc tiép st dung dé gay an. Néu suy nghi cua tiéu thw chi dén thé
thi khong dén dugc sy that dau. Can phai tv duy xa hon mét buéce.”

“Xa hon mot budc? Nghia la sao?”

“Chi nhin thay nhitng thi¢ tredc mat thoi thi chwa da. Phai twdng twong
ra ca nhitng thit khong c6 & do thi méi nhin ra sy that dugce. Tiéu thw hiéu
ch?”

“Hoan toan khong. C& nhw vit nghe sam dy.” Reiko lac dau hét nhw
mot hoc sinh cham hiéu.

“Mau chot nam & 10i khai @ Osawa Masaki. Anh ta da néi vé Matsuoka
Yumie thé nay. “Co ay rat gioi cac mon thé thao mua dong, dén noi tw bo
tién sam hét cac dung cu. Tiéu thw thady sao? Co van trugt ski va snowboard
roi thi at sé c6 ca dung cu thé thao mua dong khac nita. Tiéu thw c6 thay
thiéu thit gi quan trong khong?”

“La »

Cudi cung Reiko cling nghi ra. D6 la mon thé thao thit hai ma moi
nguwoi nghi dén khi nhac tdi thé thao mua dong. Dung cu ctia mon thé thao
nay khong c6 trong sé cac vat dung cia Matsuoka Yumie.

“Trugt bang. Trén gac xép cé van trugt ski va snowboard nhung lai
khong c6 giay trugt bang.”

“Pung vay. Nhung xét theo 10i khai ctia Osawa Masaki thi phai c6 giay
tregt bang ch? Nhung sao lai khong c6?”

“Vi hung thu dem di r6i. Nghia la hung thu sat hai Matsuoka Yumie chi
deé lay di giay trugt?”

“Tiéu thw 0i.” Kageyama khé ddy gong kinh 16i thé dai. “O dau lai c6
ké giét nguwoi chi vi doi giay trugt binh thuwong nhw thé? Tiéu thw lam on tam
dirng no6i nhitng 16i ngoc nghéch duwgc khong?”
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“Ha! C6 vé nhu anh thich bi dudi viéc thi phai!”

Reiko huo huo nam dam trén mat ban. “Thé t6i héi anh, ai da lay giay
treegt va vi sao lai 1ay?”

“Nguoi lay di tat nhién la hung thu sat hai Matsuoka Yumie. Muc dich
thi hién nhién 1a dé tau thoat khoi can nha bén bé tuyét phua.”

“Hung thu di giay trugt trén tuyét a? Khong thé thé dugc. Du khong dé
lai dau chan thi van phai con vét dao trén tuyét chit. Néu c6 vét dao thi to6i da
phat hién ra r6i.”

“Tiéu thw néi dung. Néu chi di trén tuyét nhw binh thwdng thi chang co
y nghia gi. Van dé la hung thu st dung giay trugt nhw thé nao? Dac trung
cda giay trugt van la phan luGi dao. Dén day, ching ta can nhd lai. Trén 16i
di dan vao hién treong, ngoai dau chan cua tiéu thw va Nakazawa Rina con
c6 mot vét nho va dai. Vét nay duoc cho la vét banh xe dap ctia Matsuoka
Yumie khi vé nha.”

“Vét banh xe trén 16i di... C6 1é nao hung thu lai!”

“Vang, thva tiéu thv. Hung thu da rat khéo 1éo di giay truot trén vét
banh xe d6. Giong nhw ngudi dang di trén day.”

Kageyama miéu ta nhu thé chinh minh da chitng kién.

“Trén 16i di c6 mot 16p tuyét moéng. Khoang cach tir nha ra téi duong
danh cho xe buyt la 10m. Trén 16i di chi c6 duy nhat vét banh xe dap. Hung
tha di giay trugt, can than di trén vét banh xe do6. Ra téi dwong, hung thu céi
giay truot, thay sang giay binh thwdng roi bién mat trong dém to6i. Lam vay,
dau vét cta hung thu sé khéng bi phat hién néu chi nhin thoang qua.”

“Pung thé. Vét banh xe tuy nhé hon ban chan ngwoi nhwng lai to hon
lwdi dao & giay trugt. Vi thé, rat khé dé phat hién vi vét ludi dao lan véi vét
banh xe. Bay chinh la y do ctda hung tha.”
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“Nhung néu nhin k§ ching ta sé nhin thay vét ludi dao cua giay truot.
Tiéc la chang ai dé y.”

“Pung. Chang ai dé y t6i chi tiét nhé nhdt nay vao mot dém tuyét roi.
Trong mat ngudi di dwong thi chi cé vét banh xe thoi.”

“U.” Reiko dong tinh. “Sang hom sau, khi t6i kiém tra 16i di thi tuyét
bat dau tan roi. Cho c6 vét banh xe nhin thay ca mat duong bén duwdi. Do do,
toi khong nhin ra duwgc vét giay truegt bang. Khong tim thdy dau chan hung
tht nén hién treong giong nhw mét can phong bi bao vay béi tuyét.”

“Vang. bén day thi tiéu thw da biét chwa?”
“Ha? Biét cai gi?”

“Hung thu. Hung tha phai la nguoi di vira giay treegt cia nan nhan. Hay
xem xét bon nghi can hién c6. Tiéu thv c6 nghi la dan 6ng nhu Osawa
Masaki hay Takano Michihiko c6 thé x6 vira giay trwgt cia nit giéi khong?”

“Khong. Pan ong ciling c6 nhitng nguwoi chan nho nhv phu nit nhung
hai ngwoi dé thi khong. Osawa Masaki c6 thé Iyc vam v& cua nguoi hay
choi thé thao, con Takano Michihiko lai cao. C& chan cta hai nguwdi chac
chan phai 16n hon nguoi thuwong.”

“Thé con hai c6 gai? Nakazawa Rina va Kanzaki Ayaka. Ai c6 thé di
vlra giay trugt ciia nan nhan day? Nakazawa Rina vdi chiéu cao ly twéng va
Kanzaki vdi than hinh nhé nhan. C& chan khong han ti 1€ thuan vdi chiéu
cao nhung it ra thi Kanzaki 1a ngudi c6 tang ngudi gan giong véi Matsuoka
Yumie hon. Nakazawa Rina thi kho ma di vira dugc giay cua Matsuoka
Yumie.”

“Biét vay. Nhung toi chang biét chon ai. Néu c6, Nakazawa Rina van
c6 thé xo6 vira giay ctia Nakazawa. Co ta sé gid vo la nguwoi dau tién phat
hién ra vu viéc vao sang hom sau. Cé thé lam ch.”

“T6i khong nghi thé.” Kageyama thang than phti nhan. “Néu Nakazawa
Rina la hung thu va gia vo la ngwoi dau tién phat hién vu viéc thi doi giay
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triegt bi 1dy di hom trwdc phai tré vé cho cii r6i. Co ay hoan toan c6 co hoi,
khong c6 1y gi ma khong tan dung. Nhung thuc té thi d6i giay treot khong
quay tr& vé gac xép. Diéu nay chitng té hung thu khéng phai 1a Nakazawa
Rina.”

Poi Reiko gat dau dong y xong Kageyama méi dwa ra két luan. “Tw
nhitng diéu trén, suy ra hung tha sat hai Matsuoka Yumie la Kanzaki
Ayaka.”

Tat nhién, day chi la xét t¢i bon nghi can néi trén théi nhé, Kageyama
néi r6i nham nhap ca phé vGi vé ngon lanh.

Hung tha 1a Kanzaki Akaya, nhan vién quan ca phé. Néu thé thi c6 vai
diém can lam ro.

Reiko hoi Kageyama.

“Rot cudc thi viéc Takano Michihiko va Kanzaki Akaya & cung nhau
vao budi t6i xay ra vu viéc la bang chitng ngoai pham gia?”

“Vang. Chang phai tiéu thw cling nghi vay sao?”

“U. Diing 1a ban dau t6i cling thdy nghi nghi. Nhung that bat ngd khi
cau thanh nién choi boi dé lai néi doéi dé bao che cho Kanzaki Ayaka.”

“Vang. Trén thyc t€ thi luc 10 gio t6i, Kanzaki Ayaki dang & nha
Matsuoka Yumie.”

“Khong biét Kanzaki Ayaka lam thé nao dé vao dwgc nha cua
Matsuoka Yumie? Khong c6 dau chéan, vay co ay tdi d6 mot minh trudc khi
tuyét ngirng roi? Thé thi la qua.”

“Tiéu thw 0i. Xe dap c6 thé chd dugc hai nguoi day.”

Loi chi trich cia Kageyama khién Reiko birng tinh.
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“Hai nguwdi vé nha Matsuoka Yumie trén mot chiéc xe dap sau khi tuyét
roi vao 9 gio t6i qua. Gan 10 gid, gitta hai nguwdi né ra cudc tranh cai. Bay
chi la twdng twong cha téi nhwng néu ca hai cung yéu Takano Michihiko thi
chuyén nay sém muon ciing xdy ra. Va né da xay ra vao to6i hom qua.”

“Pén 10 gio. Kanzaki Akaya dady Matsuoka Yumie nga tir trén gac xép
xuong.”

“Vang. Matsuoka Yumie bi ngd dap dau xuéng dat nén chét ngay titc
thi. Trong ltic tim cach chay tron, Kanzaki Akaya da nghi thé nay. Néu dé lai
dau chan trén tuyét thi moi nguoi sé nghi day la mét vu giét ngudi. Nguoc
lai, néu c6 thé chay tron ma khong dé lai ddu chan thi cai chét cia Matsuoka
Yumie sé chi nht mot tai nan. Pvwong nhién, véi hung tha thi cach sau ly
twong hon. Co cach nao dé khong lwu lai dau chan trén tuyét khong? Dén
day thi trong dau co ay hién 1én doi giay truwgt bang. Pai dé la nhw thé.”

Kageyama két thiic viéc gidi do trong trang phuc cia ong gia Noel. Dya
trén suy luan ctia Kageyama, cé thé thay thu pham khong ai khac ngoai
Kanzaki Akaya, nhung c6 ding khong? Gio chi can xody vao bang chitng
ngoai pham cua Takano Michihiko thi 10i néi doi tu khac sé bi vach tran.

Viéc d6 ct dé dén mai tinh. Van dé 1a t6i hom nay co.

“Kageyama nay.” Reiko manh dan hoéi. “Anh van con phai ban banh
é?”

“Vang, t6i phai ban 50 chiéc nita md&i hoan thanh nhiém vu.”

“Pugc r6i.” Reiko ding day. “To6i sé gitip anh. D€ trd on viéc anh giai
do cho t6i.”

“Khong dugc dau tiéu thw. T6i sé bi 6ng chi mang mat.”

“Cu viéc.” Reiko than nhién mim cwoi. “Khong sao. Toi sé khong noi
v&i bo toi dau. To6i ma mac quan do o6ng gia Noel ditng moi khach dam bao

sé ban duwgc nhiéu hon 1a anh cam céi bién kia day. Tai Reiko nay dang yéu

N »

mada.
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Mat Reiko sang 1ap lanh, cé vé nhu ¢6 da san sang. Tt 1au ¢6 van muén
mot lan dugc mac thir 4o 6ng gia Noel.

Kageyama thg dai.

T6i hom do, tai Dai 16 Pai hoc — con phé chinh ctia Kunitachi xuat hién
hai 6ng gia tuyét.

Mot do anh chang dong dong cao, deo kinh gong bac dong. Mot do co
gai mac vay ngan dong. Nghe noéi, nhd cé hai nguwoi ma lwgng banh ban ra
cta tiém Noel da tang vot...

Cau chuyén thit nam:
So phan ctiia hung thi nam ¢ mai toc

1

N6i téi Kunitachi 1a nguwdi ta nghi t6i mot thanh pho binh thuwdng nam
doc tuyén Chuo, ngi c6 nhiéu ngudi giau sinh song. Tai day, c6 mot gia dinh
tw san noi tiéng vé sy giau c6 — gia dinh Hanayagi.

Hang dién gia dung Hanayagi von da noi ti€éng khap ca vung Tay
Tokyo. Pay la déi tht canh tranh dang gom cta hang Yamada va Kojima.
Dinh thy Hanayagi toa lac tai mot khu dan cu yén tinh gan truong Pai hoc
Hitotsubashi, 1an 4t gan nhu tat ca cac can nha hai tang khiém tén quanh do.
Btc twong gach dé cao sirng sitng cung chiéc cong uy nghiém duong nhw
muon ngan can moi sy tham nhap tir bén ngoai.

Mot budi sang gitta thang Giéng, khong khi nam mdi da c6 phan lang
xuong.

Tamiya Yoshie, nguoi gitup viéc lau nam cua gia dinh Hanayagi dang di
doc hanh lang tran ngap anh nang, vira di vira dui mat. Chi chuan bi vao bép
dé lam bita sang.
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Ngoai hanh lang rét lanh, cd can nha van im phang phac. Cling phai
thoi. Tuy mat troi da 1én nhung mdi co 7 gio. Moi thanh vién trong gia dinh
Hanayagi déu thich nga nwéng. Khong ai day sém hon chi gitp viéc dé tap
thé duc ca.

Bong chi Tamiya Yoshie cam thay c6 gi d6 la la, chi dirng lai & gitta
hanh lang.

“Gi thé nhi?” Chi khit mii va nhin quanh. Khitu giac nhay bén cua chi
ngwri thdy cé mui chay.

“Ai dang nwéng ca trong bép chang...”

Nhung mui chdy khéng bdc ra tit bép. Sdng sém thé nay, ngoai chi ra
thi lam gi c6 ai vao bép dé nwdng ca. Chi nhin k¥ lai thi thady c6 canh ctra
nam cu6i hanh lang. Ctta phong khach. Canh cita bang go nang né dang
khép ho. Co vé nhw mui chay boc ra tir dé.

“Ai dang nuwéng ca trong phong khach a?” Khong thé nao. Chi ty mang
minh va nghi t¢i kha nang gan thyc t€ hon. “Hay la chay nha!”

Nhac t6i méi nhd, trong phong khach cé dat 10 swéi, muc dich la tang
thém vé sang trong cho can phong. Tuy chang may khi dugc st dung ding
muc dich nhung 160 swédi van la 10 swdi. Van co thé dung dé dot Itra.

Linh cdm c6 chuyén chang lanh, chi Tamiya Yoshie v0i di vé phia
phong khéach, go cita vai lan theo ding phép lich sw. Thay khong cé tiéng
dap, chi lién mé cira.

Trong phong t6i nhw bung vi cita s6 van buoéng rém. Vira budc vao
phong la ngwri ngay thay mui chdy. Chac chan da cé chuyén bat thwong xay
ra tai day. Nghi vay nén chi Tamiya Yoshie ron rén di ra phia ctta s6 dé kéo
tam rém vira day vira nang 1én. Can phong lap titc tran ngdp anh sang.

Pap vao mat chi la mét canh nam ngoai sttc twdng twong, chi hét lén,
« A! 9
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Trén bo sofa dat chinh gitta phong khach. Mt c6 gai mdc 4o len trang
nga dang nam ngtra mat 1én tran. Nhung khong phéi c6 dang nam nghi. Trén
nguwc c6 c6 mot vét 6 do dén nhirc mat. T vét 6 nay, tirng giot chat 1ong
mau do nho xudng tham trdi san tao thanh hinh ban d6. Khong nghi ngo gi
nita, day chinh la mau chdy ra tir co thé co gai.

“...” Chi Tamiya Yoshie ditng sitng nhuw troi trong.
Chi nhin 1én mat c6 gai.
Khuon mat trang béch, v6 cam, chitng t6 c6 gai da tat thd. Chiéc cam

nhon, khuén miéng nho cung cdp mat ti hi, mai toc den cut ltn nhw téc con
trai...

Tamiya Yoshie c6 ldy chiat hoi tir c6 hong dé goi tén mot nguoi,
“Natsuki...”

Hanayagi Natsuki 13 con 1t ctia gia dinh Hanayagi. O tudi 19, Natsuki
dwgce tat cd moi ngwdi yéu mén bdi ban tinh ngdy tho, trong sang. Lé nao
cudc doi vdi twong lai twoi sang day hita hen da dot ngot khép lai tai day?

Tamiya Yoshie khong tin n6i vao mat minh, chi run run dwa hai tay 1én
om mat roi chay u ra khoi phong khach. “Nguy roi, Natsuki da...”

Ra tGi hanh lang, bong Tamiya Yoshie nghe thdy c6 tiéng goi tir phia
sau. “Chi Yoshie, chi sao thé?”

“Oi” Chi gitip viéc giat minh quay lai, nhung khi nhin thay nguoi ditng
treéc mat, chi cang hét to hon roi ngd bét xuéng dat. “Oi, Natsuki. Gi thé
nay!”

Nguwoi dang ding tredc mat chi c6 mai toc den, ngan. Pay ding la
Hanayagi Natsuki roi. Chi gitp viéc hoang loan, khong hiéu chuyén gi dang
xay ra, hét chi tay vé phia phong khach lai chi sang Natsuki, “Na... Natsuki
0 day u? Vay... ai ¢ trong kia?”
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Pén lwot Hanayagi Natsuki ngan ra khong hiéu gi, hoi lai, “Yoshie, chi
ndi gi thé?” roi ctt thé nhin vao phong khach dang m& mot bén ctra.

Madt Natsuki chgt dong ciéng lai trong mot gidy. Tuy nhién, khéng hé
hodng s, Natsuki ty minh tién lai gan co6 gai dé nhin cho ré hon. Sau do,
Natsuki khé gat dau, binh tinh xac nhan sy that, “Pay la Yuko. Yuko chét
r6i.”

“Ha'? Yuko, Teruda Yuko!?”

Tamiya Yoshie khong tin nén nhin lai co gai.

Teruda Yuko c6 ho v6i gia dinh Hanayagi, la em ho ctaa Natsuki. Thinh
thodng Teruda Yuko van dén nha Hanayagi choi nén Tamiya Yoshie biét kha
rd. Nhung chwa bao gid chi nham Yuko thanh Natsuki. B&i Teruda Yuko c6
mai téc den muot, dai gan tgi that lvng. Con Hanayagi Natsuki lai dé toc
ngan nén chi thoang nhin la phan biét dwgc ngay.

Nhw dé giai dap thac mac caa chi gitp viéc, Natsuki hot hoang hét 1én,
“Khong nham dau chi Yoshie. Nguoi chét 1a Teruda Yuko ddy. Nhung tai
sao? Tai sao toc cia Yuko lai bi cat cut thé kia? L.é nao day la &n mang? Tro
cat toc cling la cta hung thu...”
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Ngoi trede ban trang diém, Hosho Reiko ham hé nhin vao guwong, c6
dang tiéu ton khodng thoi gian quy bau cta budi sdng cho mot cudc chién vo
vong. Tay trai Reiko cam may say, tay phai cam lwgc. Mot dam toc nho bat
tri trén dinh dau c& dung nguwoc 1én. Co da an, da vudt nhung ching van c
hién ngang ditng d6, nhat dinh khong chiu ndm xudng. Mang tiéng la toc
minh nhung lai khé bao chang kém gi tui hoc sinh & tudi noi loan. Mét méi
vi cudc chién vo ich, Reiko dung lwgc go gé vao guong, dung ldc ay, dién
thoai cua c6 d6 chuong.

“Vang, toi Hosho day. Da, dinh thy Hanayagi... Vang. Tai sé t6i ngay.”

Noi chuyén xong, Reiko ra 1énh cho nguwoi quan gia trung thanh dang
ditng ngoai ctra, “Kageyama! Toi phai di ngay. T6i khong an sang dau, mau
chudn bj xe cho t6i. Mang ca 4o vest va 4o khoéc nita. A ndy, c6 cach nao dé
stta ngay cho téc dang dung nguwgce 1én thé nay khong?”

Reiko nhanh choéng di ra phia ctta nhw khong muén dé phi mot giay
nao. Bing dgi c6 la mot anh chang dong dong cao trong bo vest tuxedo. Cap
kinh gong bac kha hgp v6i khuon mat khoi ngo, tri thic. B6 la Kageyama —
quan gia cua gia dinh Hosho. Kageyama khéo 1éo giiip Reiko mdc ao vest
den r6i duwa cho c6 chiéc 4o khoac ngoai gian di.

Nhw dé hoan thanh nét quy trinh, Kageyama dwa cho Reiko mot vat
hoan toan khong hgp v6i hoan canh, “Pay, mai tiéu thu”.

Mot chiéc kéo to.

“...” Hoéa ra day la cach dé stra ngay cho téc dang dung ngugce 1én.
Reiko nhin chiéc kéo roi nhin nguwdi quan gia. “Kageyama nay, toc toi khong
phai dong day thtra dau.”

Ngudi quan gia mia mai nhin Reiko r6i khim nim gidu chiéc kéo ra
sau lung.
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“T6i xin 10i.” Kageyama cui dau xin 16i r6i mé ctra, duwa Reiko ra xe
nhw khong c6 chuyén gi xay ra. “Mai tiéu thw 1én xe.”

Chiéc Limousine than dai 7m do Kageyama cam lai roi khéi dinh thy
Hosho.

Ngoi & ghé sau, du khé chiu véi chom téc trén dau, Reiko van budc téc
1én nhw moi khi va deo 1én mat cap kinh khong sé. Trong nhay mat, tiéu thw
Hosho Reiko da hoéa thanh, khong, da chuyén sang vai mét diéu tra vién méi
vao nghé. Bén trong tuy van vay nhung bén ngoai nom gian di va tri thitc
hon.

Cac dong nghiép & S¢ Canh sat Kunitachi chi biét Reiko la mét diéu tra
vién chit khong hé biét c6 la con gai 6ng Hosho Seitaro — cha tich tdp doan
tai chinh hing manh Hosho. That 1a mot diéu kién thuan 1gi cho nguwdi muon
thtt sttc v&i nghé canh sat nhu Reiko. Nhung 1a con gai nén doi khi co cling
thdy am trc vi nhw thé hoa ra ho chang dé mat gi t6i mdt nguwdi dep nhu co.

Du sao thi danh phan ctia mot tiéu thw kiém diéu tra vién dén nay van
chwa bi 10.

“Thua tiéu thw, gia dinh Hanayagi xdy ra chuyén 16n a?”
Kageyama hdéi khi chiéc Limousine ré vao trung tdm Kunitachi.

“Ho tim thay thi thé mo6t co gai trong nha. Co vé nhu day la mot vu giét
nguoi.”

“Qi, that u...” Kageyama budn b lic dau. “T6i da lo tir tru6c ma. Dao
nay gia dinh Hanayagi lién tuc xay ra chuyén. Ké twr khi tru c6t gia dinh, 6ng
Hanayagi Kenji mat do tai nan, tat ca ct loan cao cao. T6i con nghe don sap
c6 chuyén t6i té hon co.”

“Q, ai don chuyén d6 véi anh thé?”

“Tiéu thw khong biét sao? Ong Hosho Seitaro, b6 cua tiéu thw néi tiéng
vi s@ thich bu6n chuyén vé nhitng nguoi co tiéng tam day.”
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“...” Trong khi con gai 6ng chi muon don thé vi sé thich tam thuong
cua bo. “Bo toi that 1a...”

Ngb6i ¢ ghé sau, Reiko hoi co nguwoi lai, tiép tuc cau chuyén, “Nhung
diang la dao nay gia dinh Hanayagi loan that. Nguyén nhan la do ong
Hanayagi hon 60 tu6i r6i ma con mé man mot gai lang choi. Cling vi thé ma
moi bat hoa vGi ba vg Hanayugi Yukie bay 1au nay md&i dugce dip bung phat.
Sv viéc con chra dau vao dau thi ong Kenji lai dot ngot qua doi vi bi xe tai
dam.”

“Vang, chuyén xdy ra cach day mot thang.”

“Ong Kenji gip nan do say ruwou, bat can lao tir trong ngd ra ma khong
quan sat. Canh sat két luan nhuw vay nhuwng khong ro thue hw thé nao. Ciling
c6 gia thiét cho rang 6ng ty minh lao vao xe tai vi qua mét moi véi nhitng
han thu yéu ghét. Nhwng van dé la sau cai chét ctia ong Kenji ca. C6 bo Ito
Fumiko bong dung tim dén nha Hanayagi. C6 ta chia ra ban di chiic méi, néi
rang minh cling c6 quyén thtra ké tai san ctia 6ng Hanayagi Kenji. Va ro6i
sang hom nay, mot vu giét ngudi xdy ra tai chinh dinh thy Hanayagi. Oi
khong biét con xay ra chuyén gi nita. Toi thay to mo qua Kageyama a!”

Reiko chd doi sy tdan dong & Kageyama nhung anh dap lai bang nu cuwoi
cham choc.

“Tiéu thw c6 vé cling thich buon chuyén vé nhitng nguwoi co6 tiéng tam
nhi. Bung la b6 nao con nay.”

“Khong phai.” Reiko chéng ché. “T6i dang quan tam duwéi géc do cta
mot canh sat. Anh dirng danh dong véi bo t6i.”

“Xin 16i tiéu thw.” Kageyama tam tim. “Sap dén dinh thy Hanayagi roi.
T0i sé do canh xe canh sat chir...”

“V& van. Anh lam thé vdi chiéc Cadillac nay thi hoa ra toi lai giong vdi
thanh tra Kazamatsuri a? Cho t6i xuoéng & day dugc r6i. Toi sé di b vao.”
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Reiko xudng xe & gan dinh thy Hanayagi. Kageyama chao tam biét
Reiko, “Chuc tiéu thw thanh cong”. Reiko vay tay nhw mudn bao “ct dé t6i
lo” roi khé tung vat do khodc, tién vé dinh thy Hanayagi.
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Xe canh sat lan lugt tap trung trwde dinh thy Hanayagi. Reiko li€c mat
nhin chiéc Jaguar mau bac ngang nhién ding gitta doi hinh. Ngudi cap trén
mé xe hoi Anh qudc dén phéat cuéng da c6 mat & hién treong truedc cod. Reiko
bang qua cong dé tién vao bén trong.

Bong c6 tiéng ai do6 goi o tir phia sau, “Chao ¢6 nwong!”

Khong phai ai d6. Trén doi nay chi c6 mot nguoi goi Reiko la “cod
nuwong” ¢ hién truong vu an. Co ngoanh lai va dang nhu c6 nghi, truéc mat
co la nguoi dan 6ng mac vest trang. Kazamatsuri — thanh tra wu t4, niém ty
hao ctia S& Canh sat Kunitachi, cip trén ctia Reiko. Chuyén anh ta la quy tw
ciia nguoi sang 1ap hang Kazamatsuri Motors noi tiéng thi khong chi nguoi
trong S& ma ngay ca bon t6i pham & quan Tama ciing biét.

“Xin 16i thanh tra, t6i dén mudn. Lai c6 thém maot an mang nita.”

“U. K& tir khi t6i va c6 két hgp, s6 an mang thudc thdm quyén diéu tra
cia S& Kunitachi bong nhién tang vot. Tuy chi la sy trung hgp ngau nhién
nhung cling dang bu6n day chi. O kia!?”

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri nhiu may nhw thé phat hién ra diéu gi do, anh
ghé sat vao madt Reiko.

“Thanh tra sao thé? Trén... trén... mat toi c6 gi a...”

“Khong phédi mat.” Thanh tra chi 1én dau Reiko. “C6 Hosho, trén dau
c6 c6 chém téc bat thuong cit dwng nguwgce 1én kia. Mot mdai a?”

“Khong phai! Khong phai bat thuwong! Anh dirng c6 chi tay vao!”

Reiko cii dau xudng dé tranh ngén tay vo duyén cua thanh tra. Gid
Reiko m6i thay hoi han vi da khéng dung dén chiéc kéo ctia Kageyama.

“Chuing ta ban chuyén vu an thoi. Nguwoi bi giét 1a ai vay? C6é phdi ba
Hanayagi Yukie khong? Hay la Ito Fumiko?”
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“Cd ciing nghi thé a? Giong t6i thé!”

Thanh tra chdm rai budc trén hanh lang. “Ciing ding thoi, vi gan day
phét sinh han thu giita ba vg va c6 b6 ma. Nhung tiéc la nguwdi bi giét khong
phai ba vg ma cting chang phai c6 b6.”

“Cach néi caa thanh tra khién t6i nghi thanh tra cAm thay tiéc vi ba vg
va co bo khong bi giét day.”

“Thé u? Chi la cach dung tir thoi.” Kazamatsuri chang ban tam, néi
tiép. “Nan nhan tén Teruda Yuko, chau ba Hanayagi Yukie, hién dang la sinh
vién. Cu thé thé nao thi t6i chwra ro. Chiing ta vao xem thoi.”

Hai diéu tra vién buéc vao phong khach nam & cudi hanh lang. Mot
khong gian am cung véi ghé sofa boc da, ban go mun va ta twong. Canh
twong c6 mot chiéc 10 swdi dé tao khong khi sang trong cho can phong.

Nan nhan Teruda Yuko dang nam trén ghé sofa. Thanh tra Kazamatsuri
bwdc lai gan. Sau khi quan sat nhw mudn an twoi nuét song ca thi thé, thanh
tra phat biéu sy that ma ai cting nhin thdy dugc ngay.

“Co nhin kia Hosho. Trén nguwc nan nhan c6 vét thwong giong nhu bi
vat sac nhon dam. Hung khi chac chan la dao r6i. Mdt ci dam truc dién.
Khoéng thay cé vét thiwong nao khac nén co thé coi day la vét thwong chi ti.
Khong tim thdy hung khi quanh thi thé. Biéu nay chitng t6 hung thta da dem
hung khi di. Xét theo tinh hinh nay thi day chac chan la mét vu giét ngudi.”

(13 »

Puong nhién. Bén tré con tiéu hoc ciing nhin ra diéu d6. Mot thanh tra
wu td chang nhé chi suy luan dwgc ching ay? Tuy nhién thai d6 lanh lung
cta Reiko khong hé khién thanh tra nao ning, anh nhin thang vao c6, “Co
Hosho, quan sat xong c6 c6 phat hién ra diéu gi khong? Nho thoi ciing dugc.
CoO ctr noi, dung ngai.”

“Vay thi t6i sé khong ngai.” N6i xong, Reiko chi ra thiéu s6t nghiém
trong cua thanh tra Kazamatsuri, “Thanh tra khong dé y t6i mai toc bi cat
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cua nan nhan a?”

“Toc ha!?” Cap long may cta thanh tra ruén 1én theo hinh chit bat, anh
nhin vao phan dau ctia thi thé. “T6i twdng téc nan nhan von di da nhw thé?”

“Khong!” Reiko day gong kinh 1én, xang giong dap, “Con géi lam sao
c6 thé ra duwong véi mai téc 1dm chédm thé kia. Toc nay la do hung thu cat.
Bang kéo hoac gi d6.”

“Ra la thé. Thdo nao t6i thay khong hgp lam.”
Van dé khong phai la hgp hay khong ma la tai sao lai bi cat.

“Muc dich cta hung tha la gi? Ly do gi khién hung thu phai cat téc nan
nhan?”

“Um.” Thanh tra am U tredc cau héi cia Reiko. Chgt anh khoanh tay,
nhin vao dau Reiko, 1am bam v&i vé mat rat nghiém trong. “Dé€ stra lai mai
toc bu xu do nam ngu chang?”

“...” Thwa thanh tra, anh ma con nhac t&i chuyén do la t6i cho anh mot
cai bat tai day.

Reiko ném cho thanh tra cai nhin ham doa. B6i phwong cé vé cling
nhan ra. Lung thanh tra khé rung lén, anh voi chuyén sang dé tai khac,
“Trwdc mat ching ta hoi chuyén nhan chitng dau tién da. Biét dau lai co
thém manh moi vé chan dung ké giét nguwdi, cat toc nan nhan.”

Chi gitp viéc Tamiya Yoshie, nhan chitng dau tién dugc goi vao phong
khach.

Chi Tamiya Yoshie deo tap dé 1a mot phu nit da buéc sang tudi x€é chiéu
vOi mai dau bac trang. Chi thuat lai rat sinh dong cho hai diéu tra vién
chuyén phat hién thi thé cling nhw chuyén chi sttng s6t thé nao. Loi khai cta
chi gitip viéc mach lac, r0 rang khién Reiko tin la chi dang noi that.

Nghe xong, thanh tra bat dau hoi chi Tamiya Yoshie mot s6 diém dang
chua y.
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“Teruda Yuko la chau ba Yukie. Nghia la chi la c6 ho v6i gia dinh
Hanayagi. Sao c6 4y lai bi séat hai tai ng6i nha nay? Co dy ngu lai day tu t6i
qua a?”

“Khong, c6 ay khong ngu lai. That ra t6i cling thac mac vé chuyén do.
Sao Yuko lai c6 mat & day. To6i khong hé biét Yuko t6i choi.”

“Hirm. Vay nan nhan da dot nhap vao nha ma khong ai hay biét. Hoac
ai d6 trong nha da bi mat cho ¢6 ay vao. Va c6 ay bi sat hai tai phong khach
lic ntra dém. T6i hiéu roi...”

Tiép theo, thanh tra chuyén sang mai t6c nan nhan, “Téc c6 Teruda
Yuko von dai dén that lwng. Vay mai t6c nay la bi hung thu cat. Bung vay
khong?”

“Vang, thwa diéu tra vién.”
N6i r6i, chi Tamiya bam lu6n dé tai thanh tra vira khoi ra.

“Ban dau t6i khong hé nghi do6 la c6 Yuko. Tai téc cia Yuko den, dai,
dep lam, di ngoai duong la anh nao ciing phai ngodi nhin day. Vay ma hung
tha lai dang tdm cat phang di thé kia. Toi sé khong tha thi cho viéc nay!”

Chi Tamiya Yoshie phan ng. Nhung c6 thé thay sy phan nd cua chi
khong nham vao hanh dong sat hai Teruda Yuko ma nham vao hanh dong
cat di mai toc. Han la toc Yuko dep lam. Cé khi nao dong co giét ngudi cta
hung thu cling xuat phat tir d6? Trén doi nay c6 khong it ké yéu mai téc phu
nit dén phat cuong.

Reiko vira nghi t6i do6 thi thay thanh tra phat biéu rat ty tin, “Hung thu
la nam gidi. Trén doi nay c6 khong it ké yéu mai toc phu nit dén phat cuong.
Mot ga ton thd mai toc. Co c6 nghi thé khong Hosho?”

“...” Cho dén ban nay thi toi da nghi thé.

Nhung khi thanh tra hoi, Reiko dd nghi lai. Chang tai sao ca. Tuy
khong c6 1y do nhwng kinh nghiém cho thay, con dwong ngan nhat dé di dén
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su that la di ngwoc lai vdi thanh tra. Néu thanh tra néi rang hung thu la ké
ton thd mai toc thi diéu dé chac chan la sao. Hung thu khong phai ké ton tho
mai toc. Dong co cua hung thi nam & cho khac.

Nhu thé ting ho suy nghi ctia Reiko, chi Tamiya Yoshie 1én tiéng, “Toi
khong nghi hung thu la ké si mé mai téc cua c6 Yuko.”

“Sao chi lai néi thé? Tat ca dan 6ng déu ton tho téc phu nit day.”

LAy dau ra tat ca. Suy nghi cta thanh tra that la 1éch lac. Nhung chi
Tamiya Yoshie chdang ban tam, chi néi tiép, “Sao w, anh khong ngtti thay cé
mui chdy ¢ phong khach a? Mui chay béc ra tw 16 suéi...”

Tamiya Yoshie budc lai phia 10 swédi r6i chi vao bén trong. Cé mét dam
tro mau den bén trén 16p tro mau xam. Néu quan sat riéng dam tro mau den
sé thay n6 c6 hinh dang giéng mot con ran dang quan quai trong 10 swdi.
Reiko hiéu ra ngay do la cai gi.

“Téc! Hung thu da dét toc cia nan nhan trong 16 sugi.”

“Vang, toi cling nghi vay. Néu hung tht si mé mai téc cta nan nhan thi
chang dot di thé nay dau.”

Co ay noi dung. Hung thu chang yéu quy gi mai téc nan nhan. Ngwoc
lai thi c6. Cat di mai toc dep roi dem dot ngay tai tran. Lam gi c6 hanh dong
xtic pham phu ni* nao hon thé? Phdi chang hung thu la mét phu ni* ghen ti
v6i mai téc cta Teruda Yuko dén phat cuong?Thay sat hai Teruda Yuko chwa
da, hung tht con muén hanh ha ca mai téc. Suy luan theo huwéng nay nghe
chirng co vé hop ly hon.

Reiko vira nghi t&i do thi lai bi thanh tra Kazamatsuri cudp 10i, “Hung
tha la nit gidi. MGt nguwdi ghen ti v4i mai toc tuyét dep ctia Teruda Yuko dén
phat cuéng. C6 c6 nghi vay khéng Hosho?”

“...” Cé. T6i da nghi vay cho dén khi bi thanh tra cuwép 10i.
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Nhung gio khong thé chon cach suy nghi nguge véi thanh tra dugc
nita. Con duwong ngan nhat di tGi sy that da bi chan, ti 16 hung tha la nam hay
nit bay gio la 50-50.
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Lat sau, cac bac si phdp y c6 mat tai hién truong va tién hanh kham
nghiém. Theo cac bac si, nguyén nhan ti* vong cia Teruda Yuko la do mat
mau. Co chét vi vét dam tryc dién vao nguwe, hung khi 1a mot vat sac, co thé
la dao nhon hodc dao bau. Can ct vao qua trinh dong ciing cta thi thé, thoi
diém tr vong dugc xac dinh l1a khodng 1 gid sang. Vé mai téc bi cat, cac bac
si khong cé y kién gi dac biét.

“Hien truong la phong khach dinh thy Hanayagi nén viéc nghi ngo
nguoi trong gia dinh Hanayagi au ciing la 1€ thwong.”

Quan diém diéu tra cta thanh tra Kazamatsuri that don gian. Khong
biét don gian c6 phai la phwong an t6i wu hay khong nhung Reiko danh phai
gat dau.

“Ong Kenji d3 mat nén hién chi c6 ba vo Yukie va hai dita tré song tai
ngoi nha nay. Goi la dita tré nhung ca hai cling déu trén dwdi 20 r6i. Anh
dinh thé nao? Sé gap ba Yukie truwdc chi?”

“Khong, gdp hai dia con trwdc. T6i mudn hoéi chuyén cd gai tén
Natsuki ma chi gitp viéc nhac téi. Loi khai cta chi gitp viéc chuwa thuyét
phuc dugc t6i lam.”

Hai nguoi con nha Hanayagi dugc goi t6i gap cac diéu tra vién. Dia
diém la thw phong ctia 6ng Kenji. Hai ngwdi con xuat hién vGi vé mat cang
thang, khi duwgc hoi vé tén tudi, nghé nghiép, ca hai déu khai rat day du.

“T6i la Hanayagi Haruna, 23 tu6i. T6i méi di lam duwgc mot nam. Noi
lam viéc la Phong Hanh chinh Cong ty Dién gia dung Hanayagi.”

“T6i la Hanayagi Natsuki, 19 tu6i. Hién la sinh vién mot treong dai hoc
trong vung. Nhung khong phadi truong Hitotsubashi dau.”

Haruna va Natsuki déu cé guwong mat xinh xan véGi lan da trang mu6t.
Haruna dé kiéu dau vuong thuwong thay. Trong khi Natsuki lai dé kiéu toc
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ngan ciin nhw con trai. Néu khéng ké dén sy khac biét nay thi hai chi em
trong rat giong nhau, thoang nhin la biét ngwdi cuing mot nha.

Tuy vay, thanh tra Kazamatsuri lai t6 vé ling tung khi nhin hai chi em.

Khong phai tai cau tra 10i cua Natsuki. Anh ghé sat vao guwong mdt xinh
dep khong ti vét ctia Natsuki, so sang hai, “Co... la con gai?”

Nhu thé bi cham ty ai, Natsuki xang giong dap, “T6i la con trai.”
“O!” Thanh tra giat minh, trgn tron mét 1én. “Thé ha?”

“Pung day.” Nguoi trd 10i 1a c6 chi Haruna. “Theo t6i biét thi Natsuki
tr bé da la con trai r6i. N6 chwa bao gio la con gai ca. Tém lai, Natsuki
khong phai la em gai ma la em trai t6i. Anh diéu tra vién hiéu chi?”

Co chi dang giai thich day vé logic kia dwong nhuw cling khéng binh
thuong.

“T6i hiéu roi. Bao 1a con trai thi ding la con trai...” Nhung thanh tra
van chua tin 1am nén quay sang hoi Reiko, “Ban ndy chi giip viéc c6 bao la
con gai khong?”

“Chi ay khong bdo la con gai cling chang bdo la con trai. Ban than toi
cling twéng 1a Natsuki-chan “co.”

“Pung goi toi la Natsuki-chan. T6i la con trai ddy. Xem nay, téc thi
ngan, giong thi 6m. Ban beé van bdo t6i c6 chat giong tram quyén rii.”

Natsuki phan d6i r6i gio tay phéi lén vudt toc. Nhung giong Natsuki
khong dén noi 6m lam. So v6i dan 6ng thi van thudc dang thanh. Chwa ké
cac dwong nét tréen khuon madt ro rang la cua con gai. Thao nao liac phat hién
ra thi thé, chi Tamiya Yoshie twéng do la Natsuki.

Reiko gat dau xong ciling thdy thanh tra Kazamatsuri ditng bén canh gat
dau hét nhu minh.
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“Luc nghe chi gitp viéc thuat lai sy viéc, toi cting thay hoi la. Natsuki
da rat binh tinh khi nhin thdy thi thé. Thwong con gai thdy canh do6 sé hét
toang 1én ngay. Nhung gio biét Natsuki la con trai thi t6i hiéu ra r6i.”

Con trai thi khéng giat minh khi nhin thdy x4c chét a? Lai thém mot
quan diém léch lac nita ctia thanh tra. S& di Natsuki gitt dwgc binh tinh la vi
da biét dén sy ton tai cua cai xac. No6i cach khac, c6 ta, hay anh ta chinh la
hung thu. C6 thé lam cha.

Reiko can nhac tdi kha nang nay. Trong khi do, thanh tra thdn nhién
chuyén dé tai.

“Nguoi bi sat hai la em ho cua hai nguoi a?”

“Vang. Me ctia Yuko la em gai me t6i.” Haruna gidi thich ngan gon.
“Tw bé ching t6i da hay qua nha nhau choi. Nhung hai nam truwéc, bé me
Yuko khong may qua doi vi tai nan giao thong...”

“Keé tir do, Yuko song mot minh.” Natsuki tiép 10i. “Bay gio ching toi
giong nhu gia dinh cia Yuko. Thinh thodng n6 lai dén day an com hoac di
choi v6i gia dinh. Ai ngo lai xdy ra chuyén...”

“Ra thé. Vay viéc c6 Teruda Yuko ghé tham gia dinh Hanayagi vao
dém hom khuya khoat cling khong phai chuyén la?”

Trwdc cau hoi cua thanh tra, co6 chi va cdu em quay sang nhin nhau roi
ca hai cung lac dau.

“Ntta dém thi khong.”
“T6i nhd la chwa bao gio.”
“Vay sao dém qua c6 Teruda lai dén day?”

“Co 1é n6 dén gap ai do.” “Ai ca?” “Gap chi a?” “Gap Natsuki thi c6.”
“Khong phéi.” “Khong ding.” “Hay la gdp me.” “Ciing c6 thé...”
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Teruda c6 mat tai day khi nao? Tai sao lai c6 mat & day? Cudc doi thoai
ctia Haruna va Natsuki bo d& & d6. Thanh tra Kazamatsuri lai chuyén dé tai.

“T6i muon biét thém thong tin vé Teruda Yuko. Chang han c6 ai ghen
ghét gi c6 ay khong?”

“Lam gi c6! N6 hién lanh, t6t bung hét nhw tén cta né. Ai ai cling quy
mén né. Phai khong Natsuki?”

“Vang. Yuko la mot sinh vién binh thuwong. Khong thé cé chuyén bi ai
d6 ghen ghét téi mirc mubn giét dwoc.”

Nghe Haruna va Natsuki noi, thanh tra Kazamatsuri nhun vai bao, “Oi
0i, la sinh vién binh thuwong nén khong bi ghen ghét? Vi t6t bung nén duoc
yéu mén? Khong han dau. Hoi dai hoc, ngoai trir chuyén gia dinh cé diéu
kién va guwong mat dé coi, t6i cling la mot sinh vién rat binh thuong, khong
c6 gi dac biét, tinh cach thi mién ché, thé ma s6 bon con trai ghen ghét t6i
nhiéu hon hai ban tay day. Boi 1a thé ma.”

19

...” Reiko chén nan, chang thé noi dugc gi.

Khoéng chi lan nay ma bat ci¥ cau chuyén ngay xtfa ngay xwa nao cua
thanh tra Kazamatsuri cling la chuyén khoe khoang bang giong khiém ton
mang tinh chti quan. Chac Haruna va Natsuki dang cdm thdy nhw bi bat phai
nghe mot bai tap lam van khong tai nao nudt noi.

Ct dé thanh tra huyén thuyén thé nay thi sé anh hwéng dén uy tin cta
S& Canh sat Kunitachi. Nghi vay nén Reiko dat cau héi theo ding thua tuc
v&i hai nguwoi dep (?). Nghia la hoi vé bang chitng ngoai pham.

“Vao luc 1 gio sang, hai chi em ¢ dau? Lam gi?”

Pay la mot cau hai bat budc phdi co trong qua trinh diéu tra, tuy nhién
rat it ngwdi cé sw chuan bi chu ddo. Néu c6 thi d6 sé 1a hung tha v6i bang
chitng gia dwgc chuan bi san. Biing nhue Reiko doan, ca Haruna va Natsuki
déeu lac dau.
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“Gio do thi toi ¢ trong phong.”
“Toi cling ngu nhw chét.”

Hai nguwdi khong dwa ra bang chitng ngoai pham gia nghia la ca hai déu
vo t6i u? Oi minh lai nghi qua 1én roi. Reiko c6 giff thai do tinh tdo dé tim
thém cac manh mai.

“Chac hai chi em ciing nhan ra téc Teruda Yuko da bi cat. Hai chi em
nghi sao vé viéc nay?”

Ho nghi sao? La hanh dong cua ké ton tho mai téc hay cua mot co gai
ghen ti v6i mai téc dep? Reiko néng long mudn biét cau trd 16i ctia hai chi
em. Tuy nhién, sau mot hoi suy nghi, Haruna lac dau.

“Chiu. T6i chang thé doan noi.”

Con Natsuki, cling sau mot hoi suy nghi nhw co chi thi lai hét 1én “Hay
18” va noi véi cac diéu tra vién, “Mot tho hoc lam téc nao d6 da thwc hanh
tren toc Yuko?”

“Lam gi c6 chuyén!” Giong néi kho khoc cia Haruna vang téi tan tran
nha.

Lay 16i khai cia Haruna va Natsuki xong, nhu swc nhé ra diéu gi, thanh
tra Kazamatsuri hoi, “Hai nguwoi co birc anh nao cua Teruda Yuko khong?
Cho t6i mwgn mot bite. Du sao thi t6i cling khong biét c6 dy lic chwa bi cat
toc.”

“Vang. Anh ctia Yuko thi nhiéu 1dm.”

Natsuki chay véi ra khéi phong dé tim anh cho thanh tra. Lat sau,
Natsuki quay lai véi mot quyén album to c@ quyén vé. Cau ta dat album 1én
ban.

“Biét chon cai nao day... Cai nay dugc khong? Anh chup liic ca nha tdi
1ai xe di choi ¢ bién Shonan vao dip tét nam nay. Trong dep day ch?”
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Gitta bitc dnh la Teruda Yuko lic con song. Co dang mim cuwdi, gio hai
ngon tay lén, sau lwng c6 la canh bién mua déng con trén dau la bau troi
trong xanh. Ngoai ra cling c6 vai tdim khac chup cing mot dia diém. Tat ca
déu duoc chup chinh dién. Nhung thanh tra van lac dau té y chwa hai long.

“T4t nhién la t6i can anh chup ré mat, nhwng toi cling muon c6 birc nao
chup dugc toan bé mai téc co ay.”

Nghia la thanh tra mu6n nhin dugc cung lic ca madt lan luwng. Reiko
buéng tiéng thd dai, “Thwa thanh tra, 1dy dau ra birc nhw thé...”

“Co day.” Natsuki n6i roi 14t lai nhitng trang anh cii trong album. “Cai
ndy c6 dugc khong. Anh chup vao mua thu ndm ngodi.”

Reiko nhin birc anh Natsuki chi. C6 vé nhu birc anh dugc chup tai
treong dai hoc. Trong thay ca mot gian hang ban mi xao nén c6 thé doan anh
nay chup vao dip 1é hdi treong. Teruda Yuko ditng quay lwng vao may anh,
ngodnh dau lai va mim cuwdi. Mai téc den, day budng x0a sau lung hitng tron
anh nang mua thu ém dju. Tuy mdt hoi bi nghiéng nhung néu muon lay cung
ltic ca mat lan téc thi kiéu tao dang nay la hgp ly nhat.

Co6 nhiéu birc chup & tu thé nay nén c6 1€ day la kiéu tao dang wa thich
cua Yuko.

“Pay la nan nhan ltic con song a? Cong nhan la téc co ay dep qua. Cho
toi muwon nhé.”

Thanh tra 1dm 1ét cat bitc anh vao trong tui do, thay vay, Natsuki té vé
canh giac, “Anh dirng st dung lung tung day nhé.”

“Thé nao la lung tung!?” Haruna nghiéng dau thac mac.
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5

Tham van Haruna va Natsuki xong, thanh tra Kazamatsuri bdo vién
canh sat ding ngoai hanh lang mdi ba Hanayagi Yukie vao. Trong luc cho
dgi, thanh tra ct di di lai lai trong phong hét nhw con linh cau danh hoi thay
con moi.

“Vu sat hai Teruda Yuko lién quan t6i gia dinh Hanayagi. Gia dinh
Hanayagi dao nay lién tuc dinh phai scandal, hién tai la vu tranh chap tai sdn
cta 6ng Kenji. Vu an lan nay ciing chi la sy kién tiép theo trong chuoi sy
kién d6. Co ciling nghi thé chit Hosho?”

“Vang.” Reiko cting khong r6 nita, co lya chon tww ngtr. “Teruda Yuko la
chau ba Hanayagi Yukie. C6 ay khong lién quan true tiép tdi viéc ké thira tai
san. Giét c6 ay thi ai sé dugc lgi day.”

“Thé nao cha c6. Ba Yukie sé cho chiing ta biét thém thong tin. A, ba
dy dén roi kia. Chung t6i dgi ba day, moi ba vao.”

Cach! Chang can doi thanh tra cho phép, ba Yukie mé ctra r6i di thang
vao phong. Thai do6 nhw mudn bado, day la nha t6i nén chang can ai phai chi
cho t6i. Pén trwdc mdt hai diéu tra vién, ba dong dac tuyén bd , “Hung
tha la co ta. Anh diéu tra vién, hay bat ngay co ta di.”

Ba Yukie — nguoi dang lwom thanh tra — mac mot chiéc do len ¢o lo
mau trang cung chiéc vay mau be. Trai v&i b trang phuc don gian, gon
gang, giong ba Yukie day uy luc va danh thép,

“Xin ba ctt binh tinh.” Thanh tra hoi né ra sau. “Co ta ¢ day... la co
It...”

“Ito Fumiko.” Ba Yukie cat ngang 16i thanh tra. “Anh nghi con ai vao
day nita.”

“T6i hiéu y ba.” Nhung thwa ba, vu dn xdy ra lic nita dém tai phong
khach nha Hanayagi. C6 Ito Fumiko la nguwdi ngoai, e rang hoi kho...”
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“Khong khé.” Ba Yukie lai ngat 16i thanh tra.

Co vé nhu ba thugc dang nguwoi khong bao gio nghe nguoi khac noi.
Thanh tra khé chiu ra mat. Nhung ba Yukie chang quan tam, cit tang tang
néi ra nhitng gi minh nghi, “Ito Fumiko tang tiu v6i chong t6i. Cé 1é o ta c6
duwoc chia khéa ngoi nha nay. Hoan toan c6 kha nang c6 ta da danh thém
chia khéa phu. Néu vay thi viéc dot nhap vao day lic ntta dém tré nén vo
cung don gian. Phai khong thwa thanh tra?”

“Vang, nhung dé lam gi? Ly do gi khién c6 Ito Fumiko dot nhap vao
day dé sat hai Teruda Yuko? C6 ay lam gi c6 dong co?”

“Pong co a, co...”
“Pong co gi?” Lan nay thi chinh thanh tra 1a nguwdi ngat 10i ba Yukie.

“...” Thanh tra dang muén ganh dua a? Day la céng tac thu thap 1oi
khai chit c6 phai cudc thi tranh nhau ngat 16i dau. Reiko c6 gitt binh tinh dé
hoi lai ba Yukie, “Ba nghi Ito Fumiko sat hai Teruda Yuko vi dong co gi?”

Nhung thay vi tra 10i, ba Yukie xoay nguwdi, ding lui lai dé tao khoang
cach véi hai diéu tra vién. “Gi thé nay!?” Reiko va thanh tra quay sang nhin
nhau. Sau dé, ba Yukie ngodnh dau lai, trao cho hai diéu tra vién mot nu
cuoi quyén ri. “Thé nao?”

Thé nao la thé nao. Hai diéu tra vién chwa biét phan ng ra sao thi ba

Yukie thoi cuwdi, cat cao giong nhu thé da mat hét kién nhan.

“Toi dang hdi la anh chi thdy thé nao khi nhin t6i tir ding sau. Anh chi
hiéu ra chwa? Hay nhin mai toc den, dai, muwgt ma cta to6i day nay. Nhin
dang sau, c6 ai nghi t6i ngoai 50 khong? Chang phai tréng toi chi nhw ngoai
20 thoi sao?”

“Cha, y ba la vay.” Thanh tra boi r6i dwa tay vuot toc mai. “Vang vang,
co thay thé nao ha Hosho?”
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“H4?” Do x4au tinh! Sao anh lai bat cdp dudi trd 16i cau héi khong co

dap an thé nay!

Tuy dm ttc trong long nhung Reiko van phdi c6 tim ra cau tra 1oi an
toan nhat dé khong ai méch long.

“Vang. bung la khong thé khong nghi rang khong c6 chuyén khong
trong nhu ngoai 20.”

Trd 10i xong chinh Reiko cling khong r6 la c6 hay khong c6 nita.
“Nhung chuyén do thi sao?”

“Sao u? Cau tra 10i so so ra ddy ro6i con gi.” Ba Yukie lai hét 1én véi hai
diéu tra vién. “Ito Fumiko giét Teruda Yuko vi twéng con bé la t6i.”

“HA...” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri thodng giat minh r6i gat dau ngay.
“Hirm, mot vu giét nham. T6i hiéu r6i, néu chi nhin dang sau ma khong nhin
dang trwde thi cling co thé day.”

“Anh diéu tra vién, anh c6 tinh néi thé day ha?”

Ba Yukie chau may, thé hién long tu phu r6i tiép tuc vé6i suy luan cua
ban than.

“Ito Fumiko muon giét to6i nén da dung chia khéa phu dot nhap vao day
lic nita dém. Co ta v6 tinh trong thay Teruda Yuko. Co ta twdng nha nay chi
c6 mot ngwoi toc dai. Chinh vi thé nén Ito Fumiko da nham Teruda Yuko véi
toi. Két qua la cb ta da sat hai con bé trong phong khach. Khi biét minh
nham thi da mudn mat réi. Anh diéu tra vién thdy sao?”

Thai do ctia ba Yukie day thach thitc. Tuy nhién, thanh tra nhtn vai
dap, “Y kién cua ba rat thi vi nhung c6 mdy diém toi thdy khong thuyét
phuc. Thit nhat, tai sao hung thu lai cat téc nan nhan?”

“Puong nhién la dé danh lac hwéng diéu tra.”

“Ra vay. Con nita. Néu day la vu giét nham, muc tiéu thuc sy cia Ito
Fumiko la ba Yukie. Nhung t6i thay c6 Ito Fumiko chang c6 1y gi dé giét ba
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Yukie. Néu di chic 6 ta dang cam la gia thi cang khong can. Ngwgc lai, néu
ban di chiic d6 c6 hiéu lyc phap ly thi co ta van c6 thé hwdng tai san cia 6ng
Kenji, chang can biét ba song hay chét. Du theo cach nao thi viéc co ta giét
ba déu khong c6 y nghia.”

Chang may khi thanh tra dwa ra duwgc y kién xac dang. Nhung ba Yukie
to6 vé that vong, ba phan bac, “Giét nguoi thi can gi y nghia. Viéc ¢6 ta cam
ghét tbi la c6 that. Hay la anh diéu tra vién dang bénh co6 ta?”

“T6i khong c6 y do6. Tat nhién ching toi cling coi c6 Ito Fumiko 1a mot
nghi can quan trong.”

DPoi cudc doi thoai gitra thanh tra va ba Yukie tam lang, Reiko dwa ra
cau hoi quen thudc.

“Cho phép t6i chuyén chu de, thwa ba, ldc 1 gio sang, ba & dau, lam
gi?”

Pung nhw Reiko hinh dung, thai d6 ctia ba Yukie nhw muén bao cudi
cung anh chi lai quay sang nghi ngo t6i? Ba nhan mat dap, “1 gio sang thi
toi & trén givong. BPém hom khuya khoat thé 1ay dau ra bang chitng ngoai
pham?

“Cling dung théi.” Reiko gat dau. “Gan day ba thdy Teruda Yuko c6 gi
thay doi khong? Néu co, xin ba cho ching toi biét.”

“Thay doi a?” Ba Yukie nhin vao khong trung, suy nghi mét ltc roi
cham rai dap, “Hinh nhu con bé c6 nguoi yeu.”

“Ngudi yéu!? Sao ba lai nght thé?”

“Vi gan day t6i thay con bé thay doi kiéu toc. Kiéu nhw tao séng cho
toc ay. Mau toc cta n6 cling chuyén sang nau. Chi la thay déi nho, chang ai
nhan ra nhung lai khong qua dwgc mat téi. Chac chan la vi nguoi yéu day.”

T6i khong nham dau, ba Yukie qua quyét. Nhung Reiko — ngudi chwa
ting thay doi, du chi la mot sgi 1ong may vi nguwdi yéu — lai khong hiéu lam
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nhitng gi ba Yukie noi.
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Reiko va thanh tra Kazamatsuri da 1dy xong 10i khai tir nhitng nguwoi
trong gia dinh Hanayagi. Tuy nhién van chwa xong viéc. Con mot ngudi nita
can phai gap. D6 1a Ito Fumiko.

“Nghe noéi c6 ta dang song mot minh tai can ho chung cw 6ng Kenji
mua cho & Nakano. Chuing ta sé dén dé chit thanh tra? Vang. Chiing ta 1én
xe... Khong! Khong phdi 1én chiéc Jaguar cta thanh tra dau ma la 1én xe
canh sat dvgc nguy trang!”

Reiko khong hé mudn leo 1én chiéc xe Jaguar — biéu twgng thudc loai
an thit cia ngudi cap trén. Reiko chwra bao gio leo 1én do, tham chi c6 con
nghi minh ma lén d6 thi dung la that bai 16n.

Cudi cung, hai diéu tra vién dén quan Nakano bang xe canh sat dugc
nguy trang theo nhu yéu cau cia Reiko.

Nhac téi Nakano la nguoi ta nghi t6i mot khu pho cuc doan véi biéu
twong la Nakano Broadway, hay con goi la Akihabara phia Tay — mot dia
diém thu hdt kha déng du khach. Nhung vGi nhitng ngudi tit qué 1én thi
Nakano Broadway khong phai la mot dia chi dé tim. Ho sé khong bao gio
tim thdy néu c® cham cham di tim mdt dai 16 dong dic. B&i Nakano
Broadway khong phai la tén mot con dwong ma la ten mot toa nha.

KE ra thi cling hoi nguwgng vi mai dén khi lam canh sat Reiko ma&i biét
diéu nay. Ciling phai théi. Mot ngwoi tirng dén Broadway that & New York
nhv tiéu the Reiko thi lam sao twéng twong néi ¢ Tokyo c6 mot Broadway
ky qudc dén thé.

Nakano cting duwgc biét dén la noi tap trung nhiéu quan mi ramen, tang
1 khu chung cu cta Ito Fumiko ciing c6 mot quan. Reiko va thanh tra di 1én
can ho trén tang 3 noi nghi can sinh song trong bau khéng khi néng nac mui
nuwéc dung thit lgn. Reiko nhan chuéng may lan nhung khong c6 tiéng dap.
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Co6 vé nhw cht nhan di vang. Hai ngudi ghé vao quan mi duwéi tang 1 dé héi
tham.

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri hoi 6ng cht dang ding thai hanh trong bép,
“Ong c6 biét c6 Ito Fumiko khong?”

Nghe vay, 6ng cha lién chia con dao bau vé phia chiéc ban nam trong

Jd

goc.
“C0 Fumiko dang ngoi kia kia.”

Mot c6 gai manh dé mét tay dang vén téc, xi xup hiip mén mi mudi.
Trang phuc ctia c6 rat gian di gom chiéc 4o len mau den cung quan bo bo
nhung khuén mat rat can doi, co6 thé xép vao dang xinh dep. Mai téc cd mau
nau vang. B0 dai c6 vé twong duong vai téc cua ba Yukie.

“Chung toi dén tir S& Canh sat Kunitachi. Co la Ito Fumiko?”

CO gai nuét mot miéng mi that to roi dap “Vang”. Hai diéu tra vién
ngo6i xuong doi dién véi nghi can va bat mi. Fumiko dung chiéc thia st dé
hip nuwédc dung. Cudc viéng tham bat ngd nay dwong nhuw khong lam c6 gai
ngac nhién.

“Xay ra vu giét nguoi tai dinh thy Hanayagi phai khong? T6i c6 xem
trén ti vi. Nhung t6i khong lién quan gi dau. Co gai bi giét tén la gi nhi? To6i
chang biét co dy.”

“Teruda Yuko. Chau cua ba Yukie. Co ay day.”

Thanh tra 16i ra tdim anh mwgn cta Natsuki. Fumiko im lang nhin c6
gai c6 mai téc dai trong bitc anh. C6 nhin mot ltic réi lac dau.

“To6i khong biét co nay. C6 thé td6i c6 nhin thdy c6 dy trong dam tang
cta ong Kenji nhung chwa bao gio néi chuyén ca. Giét co ay thi toi dugc loi
gi chi?”

Sau man ty bién ho rat tréi chdy, Fumiko lai khoan khodi htip tiép mi
réi quay sang tim dong minh & Reiko, “Phai vay khong chi diéu tra vién?”
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Puong nhién, Reiko khong thé gat dau dong y. Van c6 kha nang day la
mot vu giét nham nhw ba Yukie néi. Reiko dat luon cau hoi, “1 gio sang nay,
c6 & dau, lam gi?”

Néu cau tra 10i cta cac thanh vién trong gia dinh Hanayagi khong c6 gi
bat thwong rang “lic do téi dang ngu” thi véi Ito Fumiko — mot gai lang choi
— cau tra loi lai hoi khac, “1 gio sang thi c6 1€ t6i dang nhau cung ai do &
Nakano. Nhung t6i say qua nén quén hét roi. Khi tinh lai da thdy minh nam
trén giwvong. Toi cling mdéi ngu day thoi. Pay la bita sang... ma trwa roi con

»

dau.

Fumiko lai xi xyp hip bat mi khong ding bita. Khong biét ong
Hanayagi Kenji tim thay diém gi hap dan & c6 géi nay.

“Vay la co khong c6 bang chitng ngoai pham?” Reiko héi lai.

“Khong.” Fumiko dap ngay. “Nhung sao ca? Anh chi nghi ngo t6i that
day a? Anh chi khong duia day chi¥? Sao toi phai... A, t6i hiéu rdi. Anh chi
bi ngwdi nha Hanayagi xui giuc chi gi. Ai? Ai da n6i xau t6i? Toi doan
dwgc ai roi. Ba Yuki ha? Hay con bé Haruna?”

“1?” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri giat minh truéc cau noi cua Fumiko, “Sao
lai la Haruna?”

Bat ngd chwa nay. Reiko héi hdp cho dgi cau trd 10i cta c6 gai. Nhw
muon thi thach long kién nhan cua céc diéu tra vién, Fumiko cho mot miéng
thit vao mom r6i méi dwa ra 16i giai thich, “Chuyén xdy ra vao thang Muoi
hai nam ngodi. Dot nhién Haruna dén nha t6i chii rda am 1. Pay la lan gap
mat dau tién, thé ma con bé ci¥ dirng trudc nha t6i, chiri t6i la d6 dan ba lang
lo. To6i im khong noi gi, thé 1a con bé mang t6i sa sa. Nao la ‘Hay bo bo t6i
ngay’, ‘Toi nghiép me t6i qua’, ‘C6 chi nham vao tai san chi gi’, ‘Cé6 la dé
con xxx!’, ‘D6 con yyy!”

“Cha, do con xxx, con yyy w. Khtng khiép that.”
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Thanh tra hoi né ra sau, mat thang thot, “Sau do thi sao? Co dudbi
Haruna vé a? Hay hai ngudi danh nhau?”

“Lam gi c6!” Fumiko nam tay lai va dap manh xudng ban. “Tat nhién
la t06i dudi con bé vé. Nhung con bé khong chiu vé. R6i dién thoai cda
Haruna d6 chudng. Con bé nghe dién xong, 1ap tirc mat bién sac. Sau dé no
bé di ludn, chang noi vdi tdi cau nao.”

“La nhi! Khong biét ai da goi cho c6 ay.”

“La dién thoai tir nha. Thong bao vé viéc ong Kenji bi xe tai dam. Thé
nén con bé mdi lang lang bo di nhw thé. Mai hom sau doc cdo pho trén bao

toi m@i biét ong ay da chét. Anh thdy ho c6 qua dang khong? Trong khi t6i
yéu Ong ay that long...”

Co gai chung giong xudng, Reiko bong nhién thay thwong cam. Du la
quan hé ngoai luéng nhung c6 1é Fumiko thuc si yéu 6ng Kenji. Noi buon
cta co ay la that. Reiko dang nghi t&i do thi thdy Fumiko bung bat mi 1én,
hip sach s6 nwdc dung con trong bat.

“Cha, xong ro6i!”

Nhin vé mat no né sung swéng cia Fumiko, Reiko khong con biét dau
moi la sy that.
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7
T6i hdm do6. Khi dong ho sap chi sang ngay mdi.

Tai phong an dinh thy Hosho, duwgi anh sang lap lanh nhw sao toa ra tw
chum den trén tran, Reiko thwdng thitc bita t6i mudn sau mot ngay lam viéc.
HOm nay lu bu qua nén c6 khong c6 thoi gian dé an uéng cho ti té. Két qua
la chi trong nhay mat, Reiko da lap day cai bung rong bang bira t6i thuwgng
hang do dau bép ctr khéi cia dinh thy Hosho nau. Pén doan cudi, Reiko
bung bat 1én, chuan bi hip can nwéc dung trong bat thi...

“E hem.” Co tiéng ho hang nhu c¢6 tinh vang lén. Tiéng ho phat ra tw
nguoi quan gia mac bo vest tuxedo dirng canh Reiko. “Lam vay khong duoc
lich thiép dau thwa tiéu thw. Quy c6 khong xit s nhw vay.”

“MGt chit thi da lam sao. Chi can anh nham mat lam ngo la dwgc chiy
gl. Quy ong khong x1t sy nhu vay.”

“Ha!” Quan gia Kageyama thd hat ra. “Ma sao t6i nay tiéu thu lai an mi
ramen thé? To6i nghe ndi chinh tiéu thw da yéu cau...”

“A thi...” T6i bi &m anh canh c6 Ito Fumiko &n mi & Nakano hém nay.
“Chang c6 gi dau. Tai thinh thoang t6i lai thém an cadc mén binh dan. Anh
mau don di. R6i mang rugu Thiéu Hung ra day cho t6i.”

Vay la bat mi muoi dac biét do dau bép gia dinh Hosho nau da bi don di
tredc khi giot nwdc dung cudi cung dugce hip can.

Cam coc regu Thiéu Hung trén tay, Reiko di sang phong khach c6 thé
ngam canh dém va nga nguoi trén ghé sofa. Pay la khodng thoi gian yén
binh ctia c6 sau mdt ngay lam viéc. Nhung trong dau Reiko van 16n vén cau
chuyén vé vu an giét nguwoi cat toc. Tai sao sau khi sat hai Teruda Yuko,
hung thu lai cat va dot téc cta cd gai...

“Tai sao sau khi sat hai Teruda Yuko, hung thu lai cat va dot téc ctia co
gai?”
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“U, van dé ndm & chd d6 ddy... O! Kageyama!” Reiko bat day. “Sao
anh lai biét? Ngoai trtt chuyén Teruda Yuko bi sat hai thi chi c6 nguwoi tham
gia diéu tra md&i biét chuyén c6 ay bi cat téc thoi.”

“Cé gi la dau. T6i c6 duogc thong tin tir dng cha. Ong chu truc tiép co
dugc thong tin tw ba Hanayagi Yukie. Du gi thi 6ng chu ciling 1a nguoi thich
budn chuyén vé nhitng ngudi c6 tiéng tam.”

“T6i nghe cau d6 sang nay roi. Anh khong can nhic lai! Oi, b toi that

h »

la...
Hai bén ma Reiko do trng 1én, nhung khong han la vi regu Thiéu Hung.

Thong tin lot ra dén mitc nay roi thi chang can gidu thém lam gi. Hon
nita, nguwoi quan gia tén Kageyama kia tuy khong thich buon chuyén vé cac
nhan vat noéi tiéng nhung lai cwe ky hitng thd vdi nhitng vu an hoc bia. Chi
can nghe Reiko ké lai, trong nhay mat, anh ta c6 thé nhin ra sy that ma thanh
tra Kazamatsuri mat cd tram nam cting khong nhin ra. Thu that, Reiko rat tin
twong Kageyama.

“Thoi duwgc roi. Toi sé ké cho anh nghe, sau do6 thi hay cho t6i biét y
kién ctia anh.”

Reiko ngoi lai xudng ghé sofa va ké lai cac dién bién xay ra trong ngay.

Pitng bén canh Reiko, Kageyama im lang lang nghe. Nghe xong, anh
gat dau nhu thé da giai dwgc moi cau do.

“Thi ra la thé. T6i hiéu roi.”

“Ha, anh hiéu roi a? PBung la Kageyama c6 khac. Thé anh hiéu dwoc gi
16i?’

“Vang, toi da hiéu ly do vi sao tiéu thw yéu cau mén mi ramen.”

Reiko tiu nghiu. “T6i that sai lam khi v4i khen anh. Ma ciling phai théi.
Cong tac diéu tra chi mdi bat dau, thong tin chwa thé day da.”
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“Vang. Vay nén toi c6 vai diéu muodn hoi lai tiéu thw.”

Kageyama lich sy rao trwéc roi dat cau hoi cho Reiko. “Cau hoi thw
nhat. Cé ding la téc cia nan nhan bi cat bang kéo khong? Cé kha nang bi
cat bang dung cu khac?”

“Bang kéo. Chac chan ddy. Chi can kiém tra vét cat la biét ngay.”

“Cau hoi tht hai. Cho téc bi dot trong 10 swdi c6 ding la cia nan nhan
khong? Co kha nang la toc cta nguoi khac?’

“Khong dau. Cho téc bi dot trong 1o ding la téc cta Teruda Yuko. Biéu
nay da dwgc xac minh bang két qua kiém tra so tro thu dwoc ti hién treong.”

“Ra vay. Cau héi cudi cung.” Kageyama chi ngén tay vé phia Reiko va
dwa ra cau héi quan trong nhat. “Cé dwgc chirng ay thong tin r6i ma tiéu thw
van chua nhin ra sy that thi c6 phai dau 6c tiéu thw dot qua khong?”

Sao thé nay? Reiko thdy minh ng6i bét dwdi san nha. Chat 16ng mau ho
phach rét ra tit coc rwgu Thiéu Hung ¢6 cam trén tay. Hinh nhw c6 vira nga
khoi ghé sofa vi qua soc. Ciing dung thoi. Co dang chuan bi tinh than, dang
chudn bj tinh than, dang chuan bi tinh than dé tra 16i nghiém tic cau hoi cta
ngwoi quan gia thi lai bi anh ta xtic pham! Co6 thay gian minh vi khéng né
dwoc don cua anh ta!

“Thura tiéu thw, t6i da noi diéu gi that 1€ chang?”

“Cha c6 gi that 1é ca.” Reiko dat manh chiéc ly xuong ban, ditng thang
day dé phan cong. “Anh twéng dung kinh ngit véGi tir ‘dot’ thi y nghia ctia né
sé tot dep hon a?”

“Toi that that 1é. Thanh that xin 16i tiéu thw. Nhung c6 dwoc chirng ay
manh moi roéi ma van chwra nhin ra dugc sy that thi qua la cham hiéu.”

“Anh van con néi a!” Reiko cat ngang cau n6i xtiic pham cia Kageyama
roi 1én giong thach thirc, “No6i thé chitng t6 anh nhin ra sy that r6i? Vay noi
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cho toi biét di. Hung thu la ai? Tai sao téc ctia nan nhan lai bi cat?”

Kageyama giai thich, “Diéu khién t6i thac mac la viéc t6c nan nhan bi
bat bang kéo. Cé vé nhu tiéu thw khong dé y dén chi tiét nay.”

“U. DPiing 1a t6i khong dé y.” Reiko budn ba tra 16i. “Tai néi dén dung
cu cat toc thi phai la kéo ro6i. Cé gi khong binh thwong a?”

“Xin hdi tiéu thw, hung tha dung hung khi gi dé sat hai Teruda Yuko?”

“Vat sac nhon. C6 thé la dao nhon. Hung thti ddm mot nhat vao nguc
Teruda Yuko, sau do thi cat téc nan nhan...”

“Bang kéo? Trong khi tay dang cam dao?”

Y kién ctia Kageyama khién Reiko giat minh. Sau khi ddm Teruda
Yuko, hung tht da rat con dao va dem di. Viéc hung thu dung dao la chinh
xac. Vay ma ldc cat téc, hung tha lai dung kéo chi¢ khéng dung dao. Tai
sao?

“Viéc do thi... C6 thé dung kéo tién hon, du dung dugc bang dao.
Nhung ma la that day.” Reiko ap tng roi budc phai dau hang. “Anh néi
ddng, tai sao lai la kéo chit khong phai dao?”

“Thong thwong, dé cat ca md téc dai duwgc budc gon lai thi dung dao sé

tién hon. Kéo sé khong tién lam. Nhung dé cat ngan hon nita mai téc von da
ngan roi thi dung kéo sé tién hon.”

“Anh néi dang. Nhung thé nghia la sao?”

“Tiéu thw va cac diéu tra vién dang quan tam tGi viéc tai sao hung thu
lai cat toc nan nhan. Tuy nhién, van dé can quan tam & day la viéc tai sao
hung th lai cat cut toc cia nan nhan. Néu chi mu6n cat phang di mai téc dai
thi chi m6t dao la da, dang nay hung tha lai dung kéo cat cho ngan han di.
Mau choét vu 4an nam & 1y do ctia hanh dong nay.”

«UJ. Thé& 1y do 1a gi?”
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“Chung ta khong can phai voi, thwa tiéu thw. Bé c6 duge suy luan chinh
xac thi can cé thoi gian va cong strc.”

Kageyama cham rai day chiéc kinh gong bac 1én roi dot ngot chuyén dé
tai, “Trong cdu chuyén tiéu thw ké, c6 mot diém nita khién t6i thac mac. Bé
la nhitng bitc dnh cia Teruda Yuko, tiéu thw c6 nhan thiy diéu gi khong?”

“Anh chup tai 18 hdi cta trudng vao mua thu ndm ngodi ha? Tdi ching
thdy c6 gi dac biét cd. Néu c6 thi 1a viéc c6 dy cd tinh tao dang kiéu xoay
nguoi thoi.”

“Pé la kiéu tao dang Teruda Yuko yéu thich.”

“Chac vi muén khoe mai téc. C6 nhiéu tam tao dang kiéu do6 lam.”

“Nhung trong so nhitng birc anh chup tai bién Shonan vao ky nghi tét
ndm nay thi khong c6 btrc nao tao dang nhu vay.”

“H4?” Reiko & khau. “Anh néi td6i mdi dé y la khong c6 that. Tai sao
nhi?”

“Co ay thich kiéu tao dang kiéu xoay ngwdoi lai vi mudn khoe mai toc.

Sao bong dung ¢6 ay lai khong tao dang kiéu dé nita? Chi can suy ngugc lai,
ta sé c6 duoc cau tra 1oi. Noi cach khac...”

Kageyama dirng lai tredc khi dwa ra két luan, “T6c cta Teruda Yuko
bay gio khong con la mai téc c6 ay tirng tw hao.”

“Ha? Khong con la mai toc ting tw hao? Lé nao...”

“Vang. La téc gia, toc noi... Co rat nhiéu cach goi, ching ta ct tam goi
do la toc gia. Tom lai, toc cua Teruda Yuko thoi gian nay khong phai la toc
c6 tir tredc ma la toc gia. Chi duy nhat ba Yukie nhan ra sy thay doi nay.”

“Pung la ba Yukie c6 nhac tdi sy thay doi vé mai téc ctia Teruda Yuko.
Ba dy bao do la vi nguoi yéu.”
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“Khong phdi vi nguoi yéu. Ban than mai téc da chuyén ti that sang
gia.”

“Suy luan cta anh tha vi ddy Kageyama. Nhung t6i thdy c6 vé hoi

mién cwdng. N6i diung ra thi do chi la sy twdng twgng. Chang c6 co sd gi

2

Ca.

“Vang. Toi khong pht nhan. Nhung néu dat gia thiét toc cta Teruda
Yuko la gia thi ta sé c6 10i gidi thich hgp 1y cho hanh dong khé hiéu cua
hung tha.”

“Hanh dong kho hiéu caa hung tha... tic 1a viéc cat téc nan nhan.”

“Chinh x4c la hanh dong cat ngan hon mai téc cia nan nhan. Tiéu thw
hiéu ra chwa? Tai sao hung thu lai cat cut téc ctia nan nhan? Cau tra 10i la tai
toc that ctia nan nhan bén dudi 16p téc gia da ngan tir tredc do roi. Noi cach
khac, day la chiéu danh ltra rat tinh vi caa hung tha.”

“Ra vay. Cat ngan hon mai t6c von da ngan. Nguoi khong biét sé twong
toc cua Teruda Yuko méi bi cat ngan vao t6i hom qua.”

“Vang. Moi nguoi cang tin hon khi thdy c6 mot lwgng 16n téc bi dot
trong 10 swédi. Trén thure té thi cho téc bi dot khong chi cé toc bi cat téi hom
qua. Co ca so toc bi cat tir trede do.”

“Tat ca la dé moi ngudi twéng rang cho tGi t6i qua, toc Teruda Yuko
van la toc dai.”

“Pung la tiéu thw cé khac. Hiéu nhanh that.”

Pua ra 10i xu ninh 16 liéu xong, Kageyama tiép tuc. “Gan day, toc that
cta Teruda Yuko khong con dai nhu tredc, nhung cling khong phai kiéu toc
ngan nhw con trai, ma la & gitta hai kiéu nay. Nghia la kiéu t6c ngan thong
thwvong. Tai sao Teruda Yuko lai chuyén tir toc dai sang kiéu t6c ngan phd
bién kia? Da thé lai con dung t6c gid dé che di nita. Chac chan hanh dong
nay phai cé dung y gi do.”
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“Puwong nhién roi. Nhung dung y gi méi dwge chir?”

“Tiéu thw hdy twéng twgng di. Tuwdng twong xem Teruda Yuko trong thé
nao khi dé téc ngan. Tiéu thw thay co6 giong ai khong?”

Puoc goi y, Reiko twong twgng Teruda Yuko tir toc dai sang toéc ngan.
Dbring la trong giong mat ai d6 nhung Reiko khong thé nghi ra. Co vat 6c suy
nghi, dén noi ngheo ca dau sang mot bén, thay vay, Kageyama lén tiéng nhw
thé mat hét kién nhan.

“Thé nao thua tiéu thu? Co6 giong Hanayagi Haruna khong?”
“Giong Haruna!? Xem ra ciing giong day... Nhung khoan da!”

Nhan ra mot sy that quan trong, Reiko hét 1én, “Khoan néi dén viéc
giong hay khong, Kageyama, anh c6 biét mat Hanayagi Haruna hay Teruda
Yuko dau? Sao anh c6 thé bao hai ngudi dé giong nhau dugc. La qua!”

“Khong c6 gi la ca. Toi dua ra két luan nhw vay la tir cau chuyén cua
tiéu thw. Pau tién la sy viéc sang nay. Chi gitp viéc Tamiya Yoshie khi trong
thay Teruda Yuko vé&i mai toc ngan da tuéng nham do la Hanayagi Natsuki.
Chac hai ngwoi dé phai c6 khuon mat giong nhau. Du sao ho cling la chi em
ho. Con Natsuki va Haruna, tuy khac nhau vé gigi tinh, mai t6c nhung lai cé
khuén mat xinh dep gidong nhau. Tiéu thw da ké nhw vay. Tt dé suy ra, ngoai
trlr mai toc thi Teruda Yuko va Hanayagi Haruna trong ciling giong nhau.
Pau phai nhin tdn mat mdi lién twong duwgc diéu nay. Tiéu thu thay sao?”

“U. Néu hai ngudi dé cung kiéu téc thi sé trong gidng nhu hai giot
nwéc.”

Reiko tham so sanh gwong mat cia Hanayagi Haruna va Teruda Yuko
roi gat dau.

“Nhung chuyén nay la sao? Hai nguwdi c6 khuon mat giong nhau réi gio
con muodn dé téc giong nhau nita a? Chwa ké Teruda Yuko con mang toc gia
dé che di nita? Thé la sao?”
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Truwdc hang loat cau hoi ctia Reiko, anh mat cia Kageyama l6e sang
sau cap kinh gong bac, “Tiéu thw oi, cau tra 10i ro ranh ranh ra day ro6i con

I »

gi.

Nguwoi quan gia cat giong sang sang, “Day la ké hoach hai ngudi dong
mot vai do hai chi em Hanayagi Haruna va Teruda Yuko dung len. Muc dich
la tao bang chirng gia...”

“Bang chirng gia!” Giong Reiko lac di. “Dé lam gi?”

“Tat nhién la dé sat hai 6ng Hanayagi Kenji.”
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8

“Sat hai 6ng Hanayagi Kenji!?” Reiko nhac lai nhw cai may roi lac dau.
“V§& van, 1lam sao c6 chuyén dé duoc. Ong Kenji chét vi tai nan giao thong.
T sat thi cé thé nhung an mang thi khong.”

“Toi cling nghi da nghi vay. Nhung sang nay, sau khi nghe nhitng gi
tiéu thu ké, toi thay cai chét ctia 6ng Kenji khong thé la tai nan hay ty sat
dwgc. Tiéu thw nghi sao vé doan nhac téi Haruna trong 1oi khai cua Ito
Fumiko? Thaoi diém Haruna t6i nha Ito Fumiko chii raa trung véi thoi diém
ong Kenji bi dam xe, hai sy viéc nay liéu c6 trung hop qua khong? Nhung
tredc hét, ta phai xét xem co6 gai dén nha Ito Fumiko d6 cé phai la Haruna
that khong da.”

“U, cd viéc do nita. Vay co gai tim dén nha Ito Fumiko la...”

“Vang. Co gai xung tén Haruna do chinh la Teruda Yuko sau khi da cat
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toc.

“Nhung thé nao ciing bi phat hién chit. Du giong nhau di nita thi van la
hai nguoi ma.”

“Khong dau.” Kageyama mim cuwoi ty tin. “Vi do la lan dau tién Ito
Fumiko va Hanayagi Haruna gdp nhau.”

“A phai r6i.” Pting ra con chwa gip dwoc nhau vi ngudi Ito Fumiko gip
la Teruda Yuko. Thé thi lo gi bi 10. “Vay lic d6, Haruna that dang lam gi, &
dau?”

“0 Kunitachi, bAm theo dng Kenji dang trén dwong vé nha dé chd co
hdi ra tay sat hai. Thyc té thi Haruna da lgi dung béng t6i dé tan cong ong
Kenji. Nhung ct danh dau tién lai bi trugt. Ong Keniji bo chay va khong may
bi xe tai dam khi lao ra ngoai duwong. Két qua la Haruna da thanh céng trong
viéc tién dira 6ng Kenji sang thé gidi bén kia theo cach thitc rat ti nhién. To6i
nghi dai khai cau chuyén la nhv vay.”
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Chuyén Kageyama ké hoan toan c6 thé xay ra. Khi do, cai chét ctia 6ng
Kenji sé giong nhw mot vu tai nan hodc tu sat. Viéc phat hién tham kich bat
nguon tir mot vu giét nguwdi bat thanh khong phai la diéu dé dang. Mot lan
nita, Reiko lai than phuc con mat tin twong ctia Kageyama.

“Nguoi goi dién cho Teruda Yuko lic ¢ nha Ito Fumiko la Haruna.
Haruna goi dé bao rang viéc tao bang chitng gia da xong, Teruda c6 thé ra

N

ve.

“Vang. Sau sy viéc, Teruda Yuko bat dau dung téc gid dé gidu di mai
toc ngan. Co ay dinh khi nao sy viéc lang xudng thi sé bé toc gia ra. Mot toi
ac that hoan hdo. Nhung sw doi khéng phai bao gio cling suén sé. Rot cudc
thi moi quan hé tong pham lu6n rat mong manh.”

“Kiéu gi cling sé ran niit. C6 thé vi chit muwu Haruna chi li chuyén thu
lao cho tong pham Teruda Yuko. Hodc Teruda tham lam muén doi thém.”

“Tém lai, mo6i quan hé cta hai ngudi tré nén cang thang, két thic bang
vu viéc xay ra tai dinh thy Hanayagi t6i qua. Chang can néi cling biét nguoi
sat hai Teruda Yuko la Hanayagi Haruna. Bay khong phai la hanh dong dugc
1én ké hoach tredc. Bdi Haruna lu6n mudn tranh mot vu giét ngwdi xdy ra
ngay tai nha minh. Nhung sy that thi Haruna da bit miéng ké tong pham tai
phong khéach dinh thy Hanayagi. C6 ay bi don dén chan twong. Khong thé
giao cho céanh sat thi thé cta Teruda Yuko trong tinh trang nay. Bi mat vé
mai toc sé bi 15. Chi can thdo mai téc gia ra la xong u? Khong, dwdi mai toc
gia la gwong mat that cia Teruda Yuko vGi mai téc ngan. Guwong mat nay rat
giong Haruna. Khong thé dé thé nay. Va chiéc kéo xuat hién. Haruna cat
thém toc cta Teruda Yuko dé Teruda trong giong nhu con trai. Lam vay sé
che gidu dugc moi bi mat lién quan t&i mai toc ctia Teruda Yuko. DBay chinh
la sy that vé vu giét ngudi cat toc.”

Trinh bay xong, Kageyama lé phép ctii minh héi Reiko, “Tiéu thw nghi
sao?”
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Reiko chang thot duwgce 10i nao vi qua bat ngd trwede that. Suy luan vé
cai chét ctia Teruda Yuko da dan tdi ca su that vé cai chét cia ong Hanayagi
Kenji.

Co6 vé nhu suy ludn lan nay cta Kageyama ciing chinh xac. Nhung
Reiko van dat vai cau héi cho Kageyama dé lam ro6 mat so diéu.

“Dong co la gi? Pong co gi khién Hanayagi sat hai 6ng Kenji cling nhw
dong co gi khién Teruda Yuko tham gia vao vu nay?”

“Vé Haruna thi c6 thé 1a tai sén hodc do cam ghét 6ng bd ngoai tinh.”

“Nhung do 1a b6 dé cta co ay. Cé thé dé dang nay sinh y do sat hai dén
thé sao?”

“Vi la b dé nén con gai maGi kho tha thit duwge cho hanh dong khong
chung thiy. Cac vu 4n mang xay ra do cam ghét ngudoi than khong hé hiém.
Khéng phai b6 con nao ciing than thiét nhu tiéu thw va 6ng cha dau.”

“Anh dang mia t6i day a?” Reiko lwom ngudi quan gia. “Thoi dugc roi.
Thé con dong co cua Teruda Yuko la gi?”

“Chac la vi tién. C6 1€ c6 ay dwgc Haruna du rang néu hgp tac thi sé
nhan duwgc mét phan tai san nao do.”

“Vay la mai toc cua Teruda Yuko bi cat tredc ca vu ong Kenji. Nguoi
cat la Haruna?”

“Chac vay. Cat xong, Haruna khéng viit di ma gitt lai. Thé nén t6i qua
Haruna méi c6 thi dem ra dot dé hoan thién cua lira cua minh.”

“Ra vay. Cho t6i héi n6t cau cubi.”

No6i xong, Reiko huéng anh mat khan khoan vé phia Kageyama. “Cé
thé anh suy luan ding, nhung tiéc la chang c6 bang chitng nao. Lam sao dé
bat dwgc hung tht day? Anh c6 cach nao khong?”
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Kageyama khé thd dai trede cau hoi thanh that cta Reiko. Anh trao cho
Reiko cai nhin hién tir roi 1én tiéng nhac nhé o tiéu thu buwéng binh, “Thwa
tiéu thw. Viéc dé6 duwong nhién la cia canh sat. T6i dau thé tham gia. Du gi
toi cling chi la mot anh quan gia quen.”

Kk ek
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Cau chuyén thit sau:
Khong co6 phong nao kin tuyét doi

1

Chuyén xdy ra vao mot dem thang Hai, trang trén troi duwong nhw cling
run ray vi lanh. Tai mot khu phd no cia thanh phé Kurutachi. Mot can biét
thy bé thé, ditng strng sitng nhw muon lan at moi ng6i nha xung quanh. Can
biét thy dugc thiét ké theo phong cach phwong Tay c6 dién gom hai tang véi
rang thuong xuan bam trén twong va hang rao gach dé. Mot chiéc xe ngoai
quoc sang trong nhe nhang do trwdc ngdi biét thy mang tén “Tw gia
Matsushita”. Chiéc xe mau bac sang lap lanh duwéi anh trang. Budc xubng ti
ghé 14i xe 1a mot nguwdi dan 6ng mdc bd vest trang noi bat trong dém toi.

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri — thanh tra wu td, niém tw hao ctia S&@ Canh sat
Kunitachi.

“Gioi a, tinh minh vén can than, thé ma hom nay, mai lo chuyén diéu
tra dén noi quén ca quyén so tay quan trong & hién treong. Ciing may la phat
hién kip. Cap dwdi ma biét minh mac 16i ngé ngan nay thi danh tiéng thanh
tra wu td sé bi dnh huéng. Chwa ké c6 Hosho sé buon lam...”

Thanh tra 1am bam tw tan dwong trong lic bwéc qua cong biét thy. Anh
nhin thdy mot canh sat tuan tra mac dong phuc dang lam nhiém vu canh gac
hién treong. Pap lai cau canh sat ditng nghiém chao minh, thanh tra khé gio
hai ngén tay lén chao va bado “Cau vat va qua!”. Ro6i anh thay doi ngay thai
dd, quac mat nhin cau canh sat, héi nht ham doa, “Co phai téi vira néi gi
khong?”

Cau canh sat giong run run, “Pau! Thanh tra c6 noi gi dau, to6i chang
nghe thay gi ca!” Co vé nhw cau ta da nghe thay hét.

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri khong hoi gi nita ma tiép tuc di vao bén trong.
Anh bang qua gian nha chinh da cii dé di t6i gian nha phu. Khac véi nha
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chinh, nha phu la mot toa nha mai bang don gian, méi xay cach day ba nam.
bay la noi sang tac tranh cua hoa si Matsushita Keizan — chu dinh thy
Matsushita.

Pong thoi, day cling 1a noi hoa si dot ngot tir gia coi doi. Bém qua, tai
mot can phong dugc dung lam xwéong vé & nha phu, hoa si da bi mot ké nao
d6 cuwép di sinh mang. Chwa ké la can phong trong tinh trang bi khéa kin,
diéu nay khién tat ca cac diéu tra vién lac dau khong ly giai nai.

Nhung tam thoi gadc chuyén dé lai. Lic nay, quyén so tay quan trong
hon. Moi thong tin tir cong dén tw cta thanh tra déu lwu gitr trong do. Néu
roi vao tay t6i pham, quyén s6 sé tré thanh mot nguoén tin dang sg, ngugc
lai, néu roi vao tay ban gai, co6 ay sé khong bao gi0 m@& miéng néi chuyén
v6i thanh tra nita. Mot quyén so c¢6 sttc cong phéa chang khac gi bom. Vi 1é
d6 ma thanh tra da phdi cat cong quay lai hién treong ngay trong dém toi.

“1?” Thanh tra nghiéng dau thac mac khi vira trong thdy cita gian nha
phu. “La nhi. R6 rang cé mot canh sat dugc bo tri ditng gac ¢ day ma...”

Nhung thuc té€ la khong c6 ai. Thé nay thi ra vao thoai mai a.

Cang hay... Khong, khong hay chit nao! Thanh tra mat ham ham tién
dén mé& cira nha phu. Di hét hanh lang noi tir ctta vao la téi xuwdéng vé caa
hoa si Matsushita Keizan. Bay chinh la hién trwong vu an déem qua. Thanh
tra van tay nam roi mé tung canh cita.

“O kia, khong c6 ai a?”

Khong co6 tiéng dap. Thay vao do, mot canh twgng khac thwong hién ra
tredc mat thanh tra khién anh choang vang.

Thanh tra chi tay vé phia trdc, giong run run,

“H4, cai gi thé nay!”
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2

Nhan duwgc tin bao, Hosho Reiko, nit diéu tra vién xinh dep cua S&
Canh sat Kunitachi dén nha hoa si Matsushita Keizan ngay trong dém 20
thang Hai. Khi Reiko dén noi, khong khi xung quanh dinh thy Matsushita
dang rat hon don. Xe tuan tra va xe canh sat rd coi inh oi.

Tuy la con gai d6c nhat cta chu tich tdp doan tai chinh hung manh
Hosho nhung véi ngudi ngoai, Reiko chi la mét diéu tra vién méi vao nghé.
Trang phuc tai hién truong ctia ¢6 luén la vest den va cap kinh khong so
gong den. Hom nay, cling v6i trang phuc gian di ay, c6 nhanh nhen luén qua
dai bang vang dé vao hién truvong.

Hién treong la gian nha phu nam phia sau gian nha chinh. C6 dwgc mot
canh sat tuan tra dan vao trong. Dot nhién, cita nha phu bat m@. Hién ra sau
canh ctra la chiéc cang ctru thuwong bén trén ché mot 6ng gia bé nho véi cac
nhan vién y té vay quanh.

Tat ca lao ra nhw muoén bao hdy nhwong dwong cho ho, thay vay, Reiko
bén né sang mot bén. Trong khoanh khac, c6 da kip nhin thdy gwong mat
ngwoi dan 6ng nam trén cang.

Mot gwong mit dién trai kifu Au véi mai téc mau xam. Khong nghi
ngo gi nita, day la hoa si noi tiéng Matsushita Keizan, niém ty hao cta thanh
ph6 Kunitachi. Nhung gid day, gwong mat ay da trang béch vi mat mau,
ranh gidi gitta sy song va cai chét vo cuing mong manh. Cac nhan vién y té
lao vt di trwdc anh mat lo lang ctia Reiko dé dwa nguwdi dan ong vao xe cap
cttu. Chiéc xe roi khoi dinh thy cung tiéng coi hu inh 6i xé tan cd man dém.

“Chi can cttu dugce ong dy...” Reiko tham cau nguyén thi...

“Co no6i dang.” Mot giong noi vang 1én tir dang sau.

Reiko cam thdy nhw bi ai dé an chiéc khan may bang lua cao cap wét
sting nwdc vao lwng minh, c6 ngoanh lai.
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Trudc mat c6 la thanh tra Kazamatsuri vGi bo vest trang da tré nén
quen thudc véi moi hién trrdng vu an xay ra ¢ Kunitachi. Quy ti ctia nguwoi
sang lap hang 6 t6 danh tiéng Kazamatsuri Motors nay ciing la mét tay cong
tl cta s@ canh sat. Anh ta cé biét tai nap sau lung cac co gai va than nhién
vong tay qua eo ho. M6t nhan vat néu khéng can than sé twdng nham la toi
pham. Thanh tra né nu cwdi quyén rii chang hgp chit nao véi hoan canh va
bao Reiko, “Tdi cling mong la cttu dugce 6ng dy. Chi can 6ng dy song, chiing
ta sé biét dugc tén hung thu.”

Hoéa ra thanh tra néi thé vi mudn gidi quyét vu viéc nhanh gon chi
khong phai vi coi trong tinh mang hoa si hay ti€c thuwong cho sy mat mat cta
nén nghé thuat nudc nha. Mot suy nghi don gian theo ding phong cach
thanh tra, nhung cling chang biét néi thé nao. Xét tinh trang ctia nan nhan
hién gid thi khong c6 gi ddm bao ong dy sé song duogc.

“Nhung xét tinh trang nan nhan hién gio thi khong cé gi dam bao ong
ay sé song duwgc.” Thanh tra thét ra ding nhitng gi Reiko vira nghi roi chi
tay vé gian nha phu, “Chiing ta vao xem hién treong théi. Hoa si Matsushita
da bi mot ké nao d6 dam tai xwdng vé trong gian nha nay. “ Hai diéu tra vién
buéc vao nha phu. Xwéng vé nam & cudi hanh lang. Cé thé trong thdy nhan
vién kham nghiém va diéu tra vién lién tuc ra vao hién truong. Trong tinh
canh hon don ay, loay hoay mai Reiko va thanh tra Kazamatsuri mé&i dat
chan dugc vao xuong vé.

Vira buéc vao xuwdng vé, dap vao mat Reiko 1a hinh anh mét c6 gai dep
tuyét tran. C6 gai vdi gwong mat trdi xoan dang ndm mo mang trén giwvong
ngu.

Puong nhién khéng thé c6 chuyén mot c6 gai nam nga & hién treong
vu an. Néu cé, co ta sé bi dudi ra ngoai ngay lap tirc. Co gai xinh dep dang
ng ma Reiko nhin thiy la & trén twong.

“Tranh twong.” Reiko day gong kinh lén, cham chd nhin biéc tranh
treéc mat.
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Trén birc twong bén trong xwdng vé c6 mot birc tranh rat to. Tat nhién,
tac gid cua bic tranh la hoa si Matsushita. Chu dé cda birc tranh la “Co gai
nam ngu”. B6i canh la can phong khong anh sang. Goc trén bén phdi c6 mot
canh ctra s6 cii dang dong chat. Trén chiéc giwvong & chinh gitta bitc tranh,
mot O gai dang nam ngu vGi khuén mdt mo mang. Xung quanh la cac tién
nit (yéu tinh) thudng thdy trong truyén than thoai Bic Au. Vi vay ma dong
tranh nay con co tén goi khac la tranh tién nt.

Tha that, Reiko khong hiéu hét dugc gia tri nghé thuat ctia birc tranh
twong nay. Matsushita Keizan ndi tiéng vé s da phong cach, tir thé loai
tranh ky do v6i nhitng dudng nét tinh té, nhitng bitc chan dung séng dong
cho t&i nhitng tdc pham nguwdi thwong khé ma hiéu duge. Birc tranh twong
nay la mot trong nhitng tac pham thudc thé loai ky do cua 6ng. Nhwng & day,
Reiko khong cam nhan dwgc nhitng nét vé tinh té€ von c6 ctia Matsushita
Keizan.

Hay day la mot that bai ctia hoa si!? Reiko da nghi vay nhung r6i c6 ty
mang minh, Hosho Reiko, mi ma con an no6i ho do thi sé dé 16 sy thiéu hiéu
biét vé nghé thuat day! C6 quyét dinh giit im lang.

Trong khi do, & bén canh c6 lai c6 mot nhan vat dang muén pho trwong
toi da kién thitc nghé thuat rém. Anh ta dang rong hai tay, tram tr6 thot 1én
nhuw thé xtic dong lam, “Co nhin nay Hosho! Day la bic tranh twong ndi
tiéng ‘CO gai nam ngu va cac tién ni’ cia Matsushita Keizan. Mot tdc pham
thuOc thé loai ky 4o ma chung ta chi c6 thé chiém nguwong tai can phong nay.
biing nhr moi ngudi nhan xét, bitc tranh qua tuyét. Mot tdc pham dot pha.
Cac nét vé rat diet khoat. Mau sac song dong. Moi chi tiét déu xing dang
dugc coi la dinh cao nghé thuat Matsushita. Biang la mot siéu pham!”

“...” Sao thé nay? Sao thanh tra cang khen thi Reiko cang thay nghé
thuat cia Matsushita Keizan hoi hot nhw m¢é gidy vun. “Anh am hiéu vé
tranh ctia Matsushita Keizan nhi.”

“Cung khong han.” Thanh tra bong dung t6 ra khiém t6n. “Chi la gia
dinh Kazamatsuri hién dang gitt nam, sdu bitc ctia hoa si nén t6i biét vay
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thoi. C6 van dé gi khong co6 Hosho?”

“Khong c6 gi...” Reiko thay minh that ngdc vi twdng thanh tra khiém
ton. Hoéa ra anh ta lai khoe khoang. “Vay sao? Tan nam, sau bitc co a... Vay
chac c6 ca tac pham tiéu biéu ‘Chan dung ty hoa trong virdn’ cia hoa si?”

“Lam gi c6. Bttc d6 dang ndm trong tay vua dau mé A Rap. Ngay ca
gia dinh t0i cling khong dong t6i dugc dau.”

“O! Tac pham tiéu biéu c6 khac, dat nhi.”

“U. Ngay ca btic tranh twong nay, néu dem dinh gid cting dat 1dm. Co6
dirng s vao nhé. Chang may xudc xat gi la mat vai triéu yén nhw choi day.”

Con s0 vai triéu yén chang khién Reiko mdy may giat minh nhung céac
diéu tra vién va canh sat tuan tra thi dat hét ca ra. V&i nhitng ngwdi hang
thang phai khoc rong vi dong lwong it 6i thi 10i de doa cia thanh tra thuc sy
c6 hiéu qua.

Bau khong khi cang thang lan khap hién treong, Reiko quan sat xuéng
vé lan nita. Xuwdng vé co6 dién tich twong dwong mot phong hoc. Khung céanh
la liét nao ta dung do, gia vé, ghé tron, cac hinh khoi, nhitng bitc tranh dang
dd khién ngudi ta lién twdng tdi mot 16p hoc & treong my thuat. Tuy nhién,
tran nha & day cao khac thwong. Phai dén bon hodc nam mét. Cé 1é can phai
cao nhw vay dé vé birc tranh twong khong 16 kia.

Du6i san nha, cach bitc tranh twong mot doan c6 vé hinh mot nguoi
nam theo chit DAI bang bang dinh trang. Pay la vi tri hoa si Matsushita bi
dam. Gitra vi tri ay va bitc tranh twong cé mot vat thé nam lac 1ong.

Mot chiéc thang. Chiéc thang lam bang nhém cao gan t6i tran nha.
“Thang trong xwdng vé? A, chic dé vé tranh twong.”

“Nhung n6é nam do thé nay ké cling hoi la. Khong biét c6 lién quan t6i
vu viéc khong?”

“Gio thi chwa biét dwgc.” Thanh tra than trong.
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Bong c6 tiéng mot c6 gai tré cat 1én tir phia sau thanh tra, “T6i nghi la
c6. Xét vé thoi diém thi ro rang chiéc thang cé y nghia quan trong trong vu
viéc.”

“Ha?” Thanh tra ngoanh lai. BPing sau lvng anh la hai co gai tré. “Cac
co la ai?”

Mot co c6 vé nhu 1a dan cong s@ vi thay mac vest. Co wdc chirng ngoai
30. Cap mat mot mi tinh anh cung chi€c miii doc dira. Méi t6c ngan mau hat
dé. Chiéc vay bé ton 1én nhitng dwong cong co thé cung cap chan thon va
hai dau goéi xinh xan.

“T6i la Nakazato. Tén day du la Nakazato Maki. Hién la phong vién tw
do chuyén viét vé mang my thuat cho cac tap chi. T6i da c6 nhiéu lan cong
tac véi thay Keizan.”

Dboi 1ap vdi Nakazato Maki, c6 gai ditng bén canh tréng c6 vé khiém
nhuwong. C6 c6 cdp mat hién lanh, hoi cup xuéng cung mai téc den, dai.
Chiéc vay hoa dai chdm gét nom rat hgp. Co6 cdi gap nguoi xudng, tw gidi
thiéu, “Toi la Aihara Misaki. Me toi c6 ho vé6i gia dinh Matsushita nén hién
gio t6i song nho tai day dé theo hoc treong Pai hoc My thuat.”

Dbiéu tra vién mac thwong phuc ditng sau hai co6 gai bo sung thém,
“Thua thanh tra, day la hai nhan chitng dau tién cia vu an.”

“Thé ha?” Thanh tra khé gat dau roi quay sang hai c6 gai. “C6 c6 thé
néi ro hon dugc khong? Xét vé thoi diém nghia la sao?”

Nguwoi duwge hoi la Nakazato Maki. C6 dap, “T6i c6 hen véi thay
Keizan lic 8 gio t6i. T6i can phong van thay dé viét bai cho mot tap chi my
thuat. Téi dén trwdc gio hen 10 phut va vao nha chinh trugc. Tiép toi la
Aihara. Aihara néi thdy Keizan dang & nha phu. Do vay, t6i cing Aihara
sang nha phu. Nhung Iic Aihara chuan bi mé& ctta nha phu thi ching t6i
nghe thay tiéng hét, giong dan 6ng vong ra tir bén trong.”

“Co dang la giong dan ong khong?”
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“Piing. Tiéng ‘A’ rat to.”
“Ra vay. Thé thi ding la tiéng hét r6i. Sau do hai co da lam gi?”

“Ching t6i m& ctra va goi thay Keizan. Nhung khong c6 tiéng dap.
Linh cdm c6 chuyén chang lanh nén ching t6i di thang tGi xuwdng ve.”

Thay la, Reiko bén héi chen vao, “Sao lai di thang t6i xwdéng vé? Con
nhiéu phong khac co ma.”

“Vang.” Nguoi tra 10i 1a Aihara Misaki. “O nha phy, ngodi xuwdng vé
con c6 thw phong va kho tranh ctia bac t6i. Nhung phan 16n thoi gian bac
déu ¢ trong xwdng vé. Vay nén toi da nghi la bac & trong xwdng. Lic chuan
bi mé& ctra xwdng vé, toi lai nghe thay mot tiéng dong 16n...”

“Tiéng dong 16n?” Thanh tra hoi nga ngwoi vé phia trudc.

“La tiéng thang d6. Nhung ldac do6 t6i khong biét la tiéng gi. Chi nghe
thay nhw c6 vat gi dé sap xudng thoi. Toi va chi Nakazato giat minh, quay
sang nhin nhau r6i voi m& ctta, lao thang vao bén trong.”

Nakazato Maki tiép 161 Aihara Misaki, “Vira dat chan vao xwdng, toi da
bang hoang khong thét ra dwoc tiéng ndo. O géc phong, thay Keizan dang
nam Up mat xudng san. To6i chay lai cho thay. N6i that, ldc d6 t6i ot twdng
thay vira bi nga tir thang xudng. Tai bén canh thay la cai thang d6. Nhung
khong phai. Chi khi nhin gan t6i m@i biét. Thay bi dam vao lwng. Thay thé,
Aihara la toang lén.”

“Vang, tai toi soc qua...” Aihara khé ring minh nhw thé vira nhé lai
cam giac so hai lac do. “Nhung chi Nakazato binh tinh hon t6i, chi can than
dd bac toi day. Ong van con tinh, mit m& he hé. Nhung 6ng khong con du
sttc dé ndi. Khi chi Nakazato hoi cé chuyén gi, bac t6i im lang, chi tay vé
phia btrc tranh.”

“Tranh? Co6 phai btrc tranh twong nay khong?”
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“Vang. Bac t6i chi vao mat c6 gai dang nam nga & chinh giita bic
twong nay. Sau do thi bac toi lim di. Phai khong chi Nakazato?”

“Vang.” Nakazato Maki xac nhan 10i khai Aihara Misaki. “Gia dinh
thay dang & nha chinh, khi biét chuyén cling v0i chay t6i xwdng vé. Ho nghe
thdy tiéng thang do6 va tiéng hét ctia Aihara.”

“Gia dinh la gom nhitng ai?”

“Gom vg — ba Matsushita Tomoe va cau con trai duy nhat, nghé si diéu
khac Hiroaki. T6i thuat qua lai sw viéc cho hai me con. Nghe xong, Hiroaki
goi ngay xe cdp cttu va lién lac véi canh sat. Bai ching t6i nhan thay cé dau
hiéu toi pham.”

“Ra vay. DBung la c6 ddu hiéu t6i pham that. Vi tai xwdng vé nay, hoa si
bi mot ké nao d6 tan cong, bi ddm vao lung va hét 1én ‘A’... w!?”

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri chau may vi thay chwa thuyét phuc. Gwong mat
dién trai dén mirc thira thai quay sang phia ctta s6. Sau d6 la quay vé véi hai
nhan chitng dau tién.

“Nghe thdy tiéng hét ctia hoa si Matsushita, hai c6 da m& ngay civa nha
phu. Lic dé, hai c6 c6 trong thay ai & civa hay hanh lang khong?”

“Khong. Trwdc cita va hanh lang déu khong mot bong nguoi.”
Nakazato Maki dap.

“Luc nghe thdy tiéng thang do, hai c6 dang & trwdc ctra xwdng vé. Khi
cac c6 md cira vao, ngoai hoa si Matsushita bi thwong nam trén san, trong
xuwong con ai nita khong?”

“Khong. Chi c6 minh bac t6i th6i. Khong c6 ai cd.” Lan nay dén luot
Aihara Misaki lac dau.

“Vay thi...” Thanh tra Kazamatsuri than trong. “Khong biét hung thu
dam hoa si Matsushita da bién di dang nao? Theo 10i hai c6 thi cé vé nhuw
hung tha chwa hé budc qua canh ctta kia. Hay hung thu da tau thoat qua
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dwong ctra s6? Khong dau. Cac ¢6 nhin xem, c6 cd mot 16p lwéi chong trom
bén ngoai ctta s6. Hung tha khéng chay tron bang ctra so6. Gia st hung thu
chay ra hanh lang nham tau thoat bang 16i ctta chinh thi chac chan hung tha
sé dung phai hai co. Vay thi...”

“Thwa thanh tra.” Reiko chen vao. “Biét dau hung tha van & trong
xuwdng vé khi hai c6 gai buwdc vao? Can phong nay hoan toan c6 da cho cho
mot ngwoi tron. Chang han sau chiéc td, sau cac hinh khéi hodc sau canh
ctta. D€ tranh mat hai ¢6 gai, hung tht sé ndp tam vao dau dé. Loi dung lic
hai c6 mai lo cho nan nhan, hung tha da 1én ra ngoai. Theo t6i, kha nang nay
hoan toan c6 thé.”

“Pung r6i!” Thanh tra bing ngon tay diéu nghé roéi chi vao cap dudi.
“T6i cling vira nghi t&i kha nang do. Co gioi lam, Hosho.”

“Khong c6 gi.” Reiko lac dau khiém ton.

Noi that, Reiko chang thay vui khi dwgc khen cé kha nang tw duy

ngang bang vdGi thanh tra Kazamatsuri. Tham chi ¢6 con thdy nguong.
Khong, phéi no6i la buc méi dirng.

Tat ca nhitng cam xtic d6 Reiko déu thé hién ra mat. Trong khi do,
Nakazato lac dau pha nhan, “Khong, t6i khong nghi la c6 kha nang dé. Cia
ctia xudng vé la loai ctta ty dong déng. Mudn chay ra ngoai, hung thu phai
ma@ cita. Anh khong nghi la hanh dong d6 qua 106 liéu sao?”

“Nhung hai ¢6 dang mai lo cho nan nhan, dau dé y gi tGi ctra...”

“Khong dau. Aihara ditng quay lwng vé phia ctta khi t6i cti xudng d&
thay 1én. Nhung toi thi khong, mat t6i quay ra phia ctta. Néu c6 ai d6 m&
ctra, chac chan toi sé nhin thay. Phai khong Aihara?”

“Vang. Viéc dong hay md ctra déu gay ra tiéng dong, chac chan t6i sé
cam nhan dugc. T6i khong nghi la c6 ai 1én ra ngoai vao lic d6 dau.”

“Vang. Tuyét doi khong thé c6d chuyén db.” Nakazato Maki ty tin
khang dinh.
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Ban than Reiko cling khong biét dap lai thé nao khi nghe thay tir “tuyét
d6i”. Cach hung thu dé dang qua mat dwgc hai nhan chitng dé chay tron
nghe c6 vé ém xudi qua. Nhung néu gia thiét “bi mat chay trén” bi loai bd
thi chuyén nay la sao? L6i thoat duy nhat cho hung thi 1a chang c6 16i thoat
nao.

Vay xuong vé la mot can phong kin?

“Phong kin” — Reiko da tranh hai tir nay. Chang biét c6 phai vi dong
thanh twong ng khong ma Reiko vira nghi t&i hai t nay xong thi thanh tra
Kazamatsuri da tuyén bd nhw thé chi chd cé vay, “Phong kin. Pay dich thi la
vu an giét nguoi trong phong kin!”

Cau noi cua thanh tra khién khéng khi trong hoi trwong déng cing lai.
Nakazato Maki m& to mat ngac nhién, con Aihara Misaki thi 1ay tay che
miéng. Mot nhan vien kham nghiém dang lam nhiém vu nga ngwra ra, dap ca
dau xudng san. Tiép theo la bau khong khi im lang bao trum. Reiko dat tay
l1én gong kinh khong s6, khé ho khan mot tiéng. C6 doi sang giong hanh
chinh dé dinh chinh lai 10i thanh tra, “Thwa thanh tra, c6 thé day la can
phong kin nhwng giét ngudi thi khong. Vi nan nhan van chua chét...”

Tuy nhién, cau néi khinh suat cta thanh tra da ding. Sau khi dugc dua
t6i bénh viéen, ong Matsushita Keizan khong tinh lai nita, ong da trat hoi tho
cudi cung vao lic rang sang, tirc vai tiéng sau khi vu viéc xady ra. Ping nhw
thanh tra n6i, day la vu giét nguwoi trong phong kin.
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Tt budi t6i hém xdy ra vu an cho t6i sang ngay 21 thang Hai. Hosho
Reiko va thanh tra Kazamatsuri tranh thi chgp mat trong xe r6i lam viéc
trong tinh trang khong hoan hao. Khong hoan héo la néi vé ndi dung. Ch
hai con ngwdi von coi trong hinh thitc nay da soi guwong rat ky trwdc khi
quay lai v&i cong viéc. Ho da thanh cong trong viéc gitt gin hinh anh mot
diéu tra vién tran day sttc s6ng khi doi mat véi vu an héc bua.

“Cha, bé ngoai thé la 6n. Viéc phdi lam tiép theo la gap gia dinh nan
nhan.”

“Vang, thua thanh tra. Chung ta sé gap ba vg Matsushita Tomoe va cau
con trai duy nhat Hiroaki.”

Su6t dém qua, ba Tomoe va cau con trai Hiroaki da tic tryc tai bénh
vién bén canh 6ng Matsushita Keizan. Do vay, Reiko va thanh tra chwa c6
co hoi n6i chuyén tryc tiép.

Viéc lay 10i khai cia hai me con dwgc tién hanh tai phong khach cua
nha chinh. Nhitng twdng su ra di dot ngdt cia ngudi tru cot gia dinh sé khién
ba Tomoe va Hiroaki xuat hién trwéc cac diéu tra vién vdi vé pho phac,
nhung trai lai, cd hai trong kha khoe manh. C6 thé khong han la ho khée
nhung it ra thi trong ho khong c6 vé phai ganh chiu mat mat trwéc cai chét
ciia ong Matsushita Keizan. Tham chi, nhiéu kha nang ho con can than soi
guong triede khi tham du sy kién trong dai 1a 1dy 10i khai nay.

“Xin 16i da dé anh chi phai dgi. Anh chi ¢ héi tw nhién. T6i san long
hop tac dé bat dugc hung thu.”

Ba Matsushita Tomoe, 55 tudi, noi va cti dau chao. Ba an van rat thanh
lich gobm vay ngan va do so mi mau be. Nhin ba tré hon so véi tudi, co 1€ la
nho 16p trang diém day. Mai téc den, dai dwgc uon thanh tirng lon mém mai
quyeén rii. Ba c6 nét gi d6 giong mot mama & quan bar hon la mét ba me.

“Me t0i n6i ding. Toi cling sé hgp tac hét minh dé bat hung thu.”
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Matsushita Hiroaki, 30 tudi, hang hai néi. Anh ta mdc chiéc quan kaki
mau nau cung chiéc do len mau den. Gwong madt trong tré dén noi bao la
sinh vién chac ai cling tin. Trén 1y lich, anh ta la “nha diéu khac”, nhung
chic ching biét xép vao nghé nado nén méi phai goi nhw thé. It nhat thi
Reiko chwa tirng nhin thdy tdc pham nao cua nha diéu khac Matsushita
Hiroaki. Ngay ca viéc c6 ton tai nhitng tdc pham dé hay khong van con la
dau cham hoi.

“Xin thanh that chia bu6n cung gia dinh...”

Thanh tra bé lttng cau noi theo ding thong 1€ réi quay tré lai vu an.
“Cho phép t6i hdi vé thoi diém xdy ra vu viéc tdi qua. Hai me con ba phat
hién c6 chuyén xdy ra tai xuwong vé nhu thé nao?”

Nguoi trd 10i cau hoi la ba Tomoe.

“La vi tiéng thang do6. T6i va Hiroaki dang & trong phong khach. Bong
chuing t6i nghe thay c6 tiéng dong 16n. Hiroaki thac mac khong biét la tiéng
gl nén ma& ctra s6 nhin ra bén ngoai, lai cé tiéng hét ctia phu nit vong lai tr
phia nha phu. Sau nay chiing t6i biét do la tiéng hét cia Aihara chi¢ lic dé
thi khong...”

“Pung thé.” Hiroaki tiép 10i me. “T6i va me vo0i chay sang nha phu.
Aihara va Nakazato Maki dang c6 mat tai xuwéng vé. Con bo t6i thi nam bat
tinh trén san nha. Nghe Nakazato thudt lai, t6i goi ngay xe cap cttu va canh
sat. Sau do thi moi thit roi tung hét ca. To6i va me bi day 1én xe cap citu...”

Loi khai caa ba Tomoe va Hiroaki khép v6i 101 khai cua Nakazato
Maki va Aihara Misaki t6i qua. Viéc hai me con & gian nha chinh vao thoi
diém xdy ra vu viéc dong nghia v&i viéc ca hai déu khong lién quan téi viéc
sat hai 6ng Matsushita. Nhung ho la me con. Rat c6 thé ho da bi mat dan xép
16i khai v&i nhau.

Reiko nhin hai me con v&i anh mat ngd vuc roi dwa ra cau héi thuong
thay khi diéu tra, “Hai me con c6 biét ngudi nao ghét ong Matsushita Keizan
khong?”
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Dé trd 16i cho cau héi ctia Reiko, hai me con dung nhitng 16i 1€ ca tung
nguwoi qua co cling nhw sy nghiép vi dai ctia 6ng.

“Khong dau, chong toi khong lam gi dé ai ghét ca...”

“Vang, bo t6i la mot nghé thuat gia lirng lay dwoc tat ca moi ngudi yéu

»

men...

Chan nan vGi nhitng cau tra 10i vé thuwdng vo phat dén ngd ngan, Reiko
khong hdi gi them. Nhiém vu cua canh sat khong phai la hua theo nhitng
nguwoi co dong vai gia dinh gwong mau.

Tiép theo la nhitng cau héi xoay quanh hoa si Matsushita. Sau man d6i
thoai té nhat, thanh tra tung ra cau hoi chinh, “T6i thdy & hién truedng c6 birc
tranh ‘C6 gai nam ngu va cac tién nit’, biic dé dep nhi. Nhat la nét mat biéu
cam cua co gai. Chac c6 ai d6 da lam mau...”

“La t6i!” Thanh tra chwa kip néi hét cau thi ba Tomoe da gio tay phai
1én. “Birc d6 la t6i lam mau cho chong. Khong phai ai khac dau.”

“La ba?” Thanh tra lung ting vi bat ngo.

“Anh khong thich a?” Ba Tomoe liéc xéo thanh tra. “V@ lam mau cho
chong. Chang c6 gi la cd. Anh cling thay roi day. C6 gai nam trén givong
trong bitc tranh c6 mai toc dai 6ng a. Co thé nit tinh. Nét mat mo mang. Moi
chi tiét déu tir t6i ma ra. Phai khong Hiroaki?”

“Tat... tat nhién. Chi c6 thé la me tho6i.”

Phan tng cta Hiroaki cho thay anh ta bi me ép phai néi. Lé nao ho la
tong pham that? Moi nghi ngo trong Reiko ngay cang 16n. Me cha mwu, con
tong pham. Co6 thé lam chit.

“Vay u? Hoa ra la ba lam mau. Qua that t6c ba rat dai.”
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No6i xong, thanh tra dwa tay gai cam nhw muén bao do6 la diém chung
duy nhat anh tim thay. Anh néi tiép, “Ba c6 biét chuyén nay khong? Theo
10i khai cua cac nhan chitng dau tién thi tridc khi hoa si Matsushita ngét di,
ong ay da chi vao bttc tranh twong. Cu thé 1a chi vao gwong mat co gai trong
birc tranh. Chuing t6i nhan dinh day la 10i nhan nha cudi cung cua nan nhan
tredc khi qua doi. Biéu nay c6 nghia la...”

“L.a Nakazato Maki!”

Ba Tomoe dot ngot thay doi thai do. Bat ngg dén noi nhu thé ba tin
rang thay doi cang nhanh thi doi phwong sé cang khong nhan ra.

“That ra mau caa bitc tranh d6 la c6 Nakazato Maki.”

“Ha!?” Cau con trai Hiroaki cling thot l1én vi bat ngo, “Ma oi, vay ai
mai la mau day?”

“Pirng c6 goi la ma!” Ba Tomoe quat cau con trai r6i quay sang hai
diéu tra vién. “T6i sé no6i cho anh chi biét sy that. Ngwdi mau cta bitc tranh
twong do la c6 Nakazato Maki, phéng vién tw do chuyén vé mang my thuat.
Chong t6i than thiét v4i co ta tir ba nam tredc, ong da 1én lut gap go co ta.
Toi khong nham dau. Ho cé gidi che gidu dén may cling khong qua mat
dwgc t6i. Thoi diém hai ngwdi bat dau hen ho cach day ba nam ciing la lic
chong t6i bat tay vao sang tac bitc tranh twdng trong xuwdng vé. Do do, xét vé
mat thoi gian thi ngwdi mau cda bic tranh chi c6 thé la c6 Nakazato Maki.
Phai khong Hiroaki?”

“Vang, ding la c6 gai trong bitc tranh con rat tré. Khong gi... a khong,
khong phai da ditng tu6i nhw me. Bao c6 Nakazato Maki la mau nghe c6 vé
hgp 1y hon. Mau da c6 gai trong tranh cling khong sam nhuw da me, co thé
cling khong gay go nhu me...”

“Hiroaki!” Ba Tomoe trgn mat Ién quat. “Con ditng vé phe ai day!”

O kia, méi quan hé tong pham d6 v& roi u? Reiko cudi thdm trong
bung roi ti€p tuc theo doi dién bién cau chuyén.
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Trong khi dd, thanh tra Kazamatsuri khé gam gir to y khong dong tinh,
“Hurm, Nakazato Maki a. Pung la xét vé tudi thi c6 vé co gai do la Nakazato
Maki. Nhung t6i thay khong giong 1am. Vi c6 Nakazato dé téc ngan...”

“Khong, Nakazato Maki chinh la c6 gai trong bitc tranh. Néu chong toi
chi vao c6 gai dang ngu thi 6ng ay chi mudén am chi mét diéu. Hung tha dam
ong dy la Nakazato Maki.”

Tt lic nao, ba Tomoe da bién thanh quy dit, hung hon tuyén bo nhu thé
Nakazato Maki dang ditng tre6dc mat minh. Reiko mim cwdi mia mai roi dat
cau hoi véi y cham choc, “Nhung thwa ba, ban ndy ba cé néi hoa si
Matsushita khong lam diéu gi dé ai ghét. Ong &y 1a mot nghé thuat gia lirng
lay dwgc moi ngudi yéu mén...”

Ba Tomoe tinh bo quay sang Reiko, ti€p tuc gid chiéu bai quay ngoat
180 do.

“T6i noi d6i day. Nguwoi duge tdt cd moi ngwoi yéu mén khong thé trd
thanh nghé thuat gia lirng lay dugc dau.”

Lan ndy thi ba ta n6i that. Ong Matsushita Keizan chdc chin 1a mot
nghé thuat gia lirng lay.
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Bubi chiéu, Reiko va thanh tra Kazamatsuri goi Aihara Misaki tGi
xuwong veé. Trong khi co gai doi vdi vé mat ho nghi thi thanh tra chao dap lai
bang nu cuwdi quyén rii.

“Nghe no6i c6 Aihara la sinh vién treong my thuat. Néu vay thi c6 han
la am hiéu my thuat hon t6i.”

Can gi la sinh vién my thuat méi am hiéu hon thanh tra. Reiko c6 cam

giac thanh tra mu tit vé my thuat. Tat nhién la ban than anh ta khong nhan
thitc dugc diéu nay.

“Vi 1é d6 ma t6i muon hoi c6 vai cau. Cu thé la vé birc tranh twong.”
“Anh muon hoi gi vé birc Fresco nay?”

“0, vang vang! T6i mudn hoi vé biic Fresco nay day!”

“...” Hba ra gio thanh tra m&i biét bitc tranh twong nay la tranh Fresco.

Nhung Reiko khong thé cuwdi nhao thanh tra vi ¢o cling chang hon gi
anh. Vay ra day la nghé thuat Fresco ma moi ngudi van ndi t6i. Reiko héao
hitc ngam bitc tranh truedc mat.

Vé phan thanh tra, dé t6 ra la minh da biét, anh dat cau hoi, “T6i nghe
noi birc Fresco nay dugc vé cach day ba nam?”

“Vang, cach day ba nam. Bac t6i da bat tay vao sang tac bic tranh
twong ¢ xwong vé ngay sau khi xay xong nha phu. Theo toi, bac toi xay gian
nha nay ciing la dé vé bitc tranh. B&i can phai c6 mot bitc twong that to.”

“Vay so vGi nha chinh thi nha phu nay con kha méi. Xuwdng vé la tdim
toan ma&i cta hoa si. Trén tam toan do, 6ng vé mot birc Fresco khong 16 vGi
nguwoi mau la c6 gai 6ng yéu. Tién thé cho t6i hoi, theo ¢6 thi ai la mau vé
cta btrc tranh nay, ba Tomoe hay c6 Nakazato Maki?”
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“Bac t6i hay c6 Nakazato?” Aihara Misaki nghiéng dau. “Ai nhi? To6i
chang thdy giong ai cd. T6i cling chua tirng nghe noéi bac t6i dung mau. C6
nguwoi mau that uw? Theo t6i thi day chi la c6 gai trong twéng twgng ctia bac
thoi.”

“Thé ha... hvm...”

Thanh tra im lang vi mii tén di khong ding hwéng. D€ pha v& su im
lang, Reiko 1én tiéng. C6 mot diéu cd ban khoan su6t tir ndy.

“Co Aihara nay, tranh Fresco la loai tranh thé nao? Tat nhién, t6i da
ti'ng nghe néi dén loai tranh nay. Nhac dén tranh twong la phdi nhac dén
tranh Fresco. Pung khong thanh tra?”

“0, ding roi. Chang han nhw bitc Nha nguyén Sistina néi tiéng cla
danh hoa Michelangelo. Ban than t6i da dwgc muc sé thi vai lan.”

Nhitng gi thanh tra n6i quanh di quan lai van la chuyén khoe khoang.
“Nhung to6i khong hiéu ro tranh Fresco cu thé la sao. Co c6 thé gidi thich
ngan gon dugc khong?”

“Pwong nhién.” Aihara Misaki dap. “Trong tiéng Y, ‘fresco’ c6 nghia
la ‘twoi mdi’. Giong nhu ti ‘fresh’ trong tiéng Anh. Nghia la khi vita trén
twong van con twoi, ta sé dung mau nuwdc dé vé 1én vira. Khi vita kho, mau sé
lwu lai trén mat twong. Anh hiéu chir?”

“Ra la vay.” Thanh tra gat dau nhuwng ro rang la van chwa hiéu.
“Nghia la vira trat vita vira vé len twong a?” Reiko noi.

“Chinh xac. Sau khi trat vita bang bay kim loai 1én twong, ta sé thay
bay bang but vé. Vé xong lai chuyén sang bay dé trat vira, roi lai vé... Quy
trinh nay c lap di lap lai cho dén khi birc tranh hoan thanh, day ciing la dac
trng cua dong tranh Fresco. D€ vé duwgc birc tranh twong kho 16n phai mat
rat nhiéu cong sirc. Vi ngoai tay nghé cia mot thg xay con can cé tai nang
ctia mot nghé si dé co thé kip vé khi vita con twoi. N6i vay chit t6i cling
chwa c6 kinh nghiém nén khong hiéu hét dugc khé khan ctia cong viéc nay.”
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Aihara Misaki nhin vai, mim cuwdi ngugng nghiu.

Reiko khong tai nao hinh dung néi mdt Matsushita Keizan banh bao tay
cam bay dirng trat vita trong bo dang cia mét anh tho xay.

“Co Aihara da bao gio nhin thdy canh hoa si Matsushita vé bitc tranh
nay chwa? Cu thé la canh hoa si cam bay dé trat vira?”

“Chi mot 1an duy nhat. Nhung la Iic bac méi bat tay vao vé. Bac ditng
trén thang, & goc trén bén phai cda bitc tranh, cho kia kia... khi d6 bac dang
vé 6 ctta s0. Chua c6 cd gai hay tién nit gi dau. Vang, chinh vi thé ma t6i da
héi la bac dang vé tranh gi. Bac cwoi tam tim bao ‘Biét vé gi bay gio’. Mai
dén khi bic tranh hoan thanh t6i md&i biét bac vé c6 gai nam ngu va céc tién
nit. Bac t6i van hay dua nhu thé. Ci¢ nhuv tré con vay...”

Aihara Misaki nhin 1én goéc trén bén phai ctia bitc tranh, mat lim dim
nhu thé dang hoéi twong lai chuyén ngay xua. ..

Tai xwong vé, sau khi Aihara Misaki di khoi. Thanh tra Kazamatsuri
ditng truedc bitc tranh trong, b mat dién trai o dién vé dau kho.

“Cu6i cung van chua rd ba Tomoe hay c6 Nakazato lam mau cho bic
tranh nay. Nhung la ai cling chang thay doi duwgc gi. Hai nguwoi do khong thé
1a hung thu. Bdi day 1a cin phong kin. Ong Matsushita Keizan bi dam chét
khi dang & mot minh trong xuwéng vé bi dong kin, khong c6 16i thoat. Vao
thoi diém do, cac nghi can déu & bén ngoai. Pay la sy that khong thé pha
nhan. Phai khong c6 Hosho?”

“Vang, theo 10i khai ctia nhitng ngudi lién quan thi ding la thé.”

“Néu vay, sé khong c6 hung thu trong vu an nay. Nghia la sao? Chang
nhé c6 muu meo gi ¢ day?”

Anh mét dam chiéu caa thanh tra hwéng vé mot diém. D6 1a chiéc
thang nam do ngay trwdc bitc tranh twdng. Thanh tra tién lai gan chiéc thang
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va cii xuéng quan sat.

“Khong 1o chiéc thang c6 vai tro thé nao trong vu an? Tai sao lai co
tiéng thang do ngay sau tiéng hét cua nan nhan? Khoan da. Thang d6 nghia
la trwéc db chiéc thang dang ding a? Thi von di thang la phai ding ma.
Hirm! L€ nao lai thé!”

Thanh tra bing ngén tay nhw thé vira nghi ra diéu gi. Anh dung chiéc
thang 1én, quay vé phia twong.

Chiéc thang con cao hon ca bitc tranh twong cao gan 4m. Thiéu chut
nita la cham tran nha. Kiém tra xong, thanh tra mim cwdi tu tin. Anh dat tay
1én thang roi bat dau leo tirng bac maot.

“Anh khong sao chit? Can than day nhé!”

Mot mat Reiko té vé lo lang nhwng mat khac, c6 lai hoi lui vé phia sau
dé dé phong truong hgp thanh tra nga tir thang xuong (kha nang nay hoan
toan c6 thé xay ra).

Leo lén téi dinh, thanh tra nghiém mat quan sat tran nha. Anh g6 vao
tam Op tran nha roi thot 1én nhw ding roi, “La cho nay...” Nhung dap lai anh
chi l1a nhitng 4m thanh nhw gé vao mat trong.

“...” Sau mot giday im lang, mot dam bui nho roi xuéng ngudi thanh tra.
“...” Reiko dat tay 1én gong kinh, ngwédc nhin lén tran nha.

“Thanh tra, anh bao cho nay la ché nao!? Cho nao co!?”

“Khong phai cho nay r6i.” Thanh tra théi phu phu vao cho tay dau réi
cau c6 nhin tiép 1én tran nha. “Chac chan phai c6 16 ¢ dau doé chi. Kiéu nay
phai di do tirng tam a.”

Hung hon tuyén b6 xong, thanh tra dich chuyén vi tri chiéc thang dé
kiém tra tirng tam Op tran. Reiko chi biét thd dai tru6c sy nhiét tinh thai qua
ctia cap trén.
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C6 vé nhu thanh tra cho rang hung tha da d& tdm 6p tran dé tau thoat
qua dwong mai nha. Mot ly do rat hop 1y dé st dung chiéc thang. Nhung 16
nao muu meo ma thanh tra noi téi ban ndy lai don gian thé? Néu bi an vé
can phong khéa kin dugc gidi thich theo cach nay thi can gi dén nhitng tham
t ltng danh nita.

bung nhv Reiko lwong trudc, suy luan cua thanh tra tan thanh may
khoi ngay treéc mat c6. Tat ca cac tam Op tran déu dugc gia c6 chac chan,
khong c6 dau hiéu nao chitng t6 hung tht da tau thoat bang dwong nay. Bi an
vé can phong khéa kin van con nguyén.

“Chét tiét!” Thanh tra chan nan dap tay vao tran nha. Khong ré anh dap

»
!

manh dén dau, chi biét 1a chiéc thang dot nhién lic manh. “Oi 6i...

Chuyén dé dén that roi w! Chiéc thang chao dao roi do sap xudng trudc
mat Reiko da san sang & tu thé phong bi.

“Thanh tra!” Reiko goi chi vi tinh thé bat budc chit khong han la vi lo
lang.

Truéc mat Reiko, thanh tra dang ndm ngtta trén san nha sau khi roi t
do cao gan bang tran nha xuong. Bung lic ay, trong dau Reiko ndy ra mét y
nghi. Nhung y nghi d6 da bién mat cung tiéng roi phich xuéng san cia thanh
tra.

Tuy khéng chét nhung sau tai nan chang kém gi cai chét, thanh tra
Kazamatsuri nam thang cang theo hinh chi* DAI trén san nha. Anh cét giong
yéu 6t xen lan bure doc vé phia Reiko,

“C... c0... Hosho, sao co... khong... giit thang cho t6i...?”
“Xin 16i thanh tra.”

Chi vi toi khong muon bi va lay. Nhung tat nhién la Reiko khong thé
tra 101 nhu vay.
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T6i khuya hom do, sau khi tré vé dinh thy Hosho, Reiko trit bo bo vest
den va khoac 1én minh chiéc vay lién hong nit tinh. Co thuwdng thitc bita t6i
v6i thue don ba mén nwéng cda riéng gia dinh Hosho gom thit ctru non ap
chao, ngdng lai nwéng rim, cd nwéng hwong thdo. An uéng xong, Reiko di
thang tGi can phong nam trong géc dinh thuy.

Can phong la noi cét gitt nhitng c6 vat, tdic pham nghé thuat, my thuat
tt* c6 chi kim ma bé Reiko — 6ng Hosho Seitaro da mua vé bang nguén lyc
tai chinh du chang hiéu hét y nghia cia ching. Reiko van tham goi day la
“mo chon nghé thuat”. Béi 1, néu khong c6 ly do gi dac biét thi nhitng tac
pham luu gitt tai day sé khong bao gio duwgc ngo6 téi lan thi hai, bat ké
ching c6 gia tri nghé thuat c& nao.

Reiko tim dwgc mot birc tranh tir dong tai san dang thuwong va 16i ra
ngam.

Bttc tranh kho nho phac hoa tinh té mot nguwdi dan 6ng tay phai cam but
V€, tay trai cam bang mau. Nén bitc tranh la mdt can nha véi rang thuong
xuan bam quanh twong ma Reiko da trong thay dau do.

Nhan thay thai d6 khac la cua Reiko, ngudi dan 6ng dong déng cao deo
kinh gong bac ding bén canh ruwén nguwoi 1én héi, “Tiéu thw sao vay? Toi
thay tiéu thw nhin bitc tranh k§ qua.”

“Anh biét khong Kageyama.” Reiko ngam nguoi dan Ong trong bitc
tranh roi héi ngudi quan gia. “Nguoi ta bao vua dau mé A Rap dang giif bitc
tranh nay day.”

“Ai dam tung tin v& van thé? Bic ‘Chan dung tu hoa trong vueon’ cta
Matsushita Keizan van luén dugc xép x6 can than tai can phong nay ma.”

“U. Nhung khi c6 mit b6 t6i, anh ditng dung tir ‘xép x6’ nhé. B6 tdi sé
dau long lam.”
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“To6i biét roi.” Kageyama cti dau nhan 16i. “T6i nghe noéi hoa si
Matsushita Keizan da bi sat hai dém qua, hién cudc diéu tra van dang bé tac.
Ban tin tryc tiép tria nay, a khong, 7 gio t6i nay da n6i nhw vay.”

“...” Héa ra nguon tin cua anh ta la ban tin true tiép budi triva a. Reiko
thd dai. “Pung la cong tac diéu tra dang bé tac. Van dé nan giai nhat la hién
treong la mot can phong kin tuyét d6i.”

Reiko 0 tinh ndi ra tt “phong kin” dé thu hut sy chd y cia Kageyama.
Nguoi dan ong tén Kageyama nay, tuy la quan gia nhung lai c6 tai suy luan
dac biét v6i bang thanh tich nhiéu lan pha cac vu an khé chi thong qua
nhitng gi Reiko ké. Tuy nhién, v&i danh dy ctia mot diéu tra vién cling nhw
mot tiéu thw, Reiko khong thé truc tiép dé nghi Kageyama gitp.

“Anh c6 quan tam khéng Kageyama? T6i cé thé ké chi tiét néu anh
muon...”

“0, phong kin u?” Kageyama c6 vé khong hao hitng lam. “Néi that 1a
toi khong thay to mo. Trén doi nay chang c6 vu giét ngudi nao xay ra trong
can phong kin tuyét d6i ca. Kiéu gi cling phai cé 16i thoat. Tiéu thw da kiém
tra tran nha chwa?”

“Tat nhién la r6i.” Reiko ném cho Kageyama cai nhin coi thuong.

“Hirm, hoéa ra anh chi nghi dwgc dén thé. Chi ngang vé&i thanh tra
Kazamatsuri.”

Cau noi sau cung Reiko dwong nhw da cham dén ty ai cia Kageyama.
Reiko thay hai bén go ma thwong ngay chang bao gio biéu 160 cam xtc cda
Kageyama giat manh. Anh ta cdm thay bi xtic pham. Chac chang ai gitt dugc
binh tinh khi bi so sanh v6i thanh tra Kazamatsuri.

Pung nhu Reiko nghi, Kageyama tién 1én mot buéc, dat tay 1én nguc,
“Xin tiéu thw hay ké chi tiét cho t6i vé vu an.”
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Reiko ngo6i xudng chiéc ghé du kiéu c6 roi bat dau ké vé vu an. Bing
canh c6, Kageyama cham chu lang nghe. Ké xong, Reiko hoi ngay
Kageyama, “Thé nao, anh da biét dugc gi chwa?”

Kageyama gio hai tay ra nhv mudn ngan Reiko khong nén néng vai.

“Trwdc khi néi ra suy nghi ctia minh, cho phép t6i dugc héi vé suy nghi
cta tiéu thw. Theo 16i tiéu thw, ldc thanh tra Kazamatsuri nga tir thang
xuong, trong dau tiéu thu ndy ra mot y nghi. T6i rat mudn biét bo 6c thong
minh cta tiéu thw da ndy ra y gi.”

“Ha!? Ciing khong dang dé ké cho nguwoi khac dau...”

Tuy hoi nguwong nhung Reiko cling thidy vui. Pung 1a Reiko rat muon
ké cho nguwoi khac.

“Anh mu6n nghe dén thé sao!? Vay thi t0i sé ké, chi cho minh anh thoi
ddy. Y nghi lée 1én trong dau toi lic d6 1a litu c6 phai 6ng Matsushita
Keizan chét vi tai nan khong.”

“Chét vi tai nan? Nghia la sao?”

“Ma&u chét ctia vu viéc 1a tiéng hét ‘A’ ctia hoa si va tiéng thang do
ngay sau do. Roi hoa si duge phat hién bi dam vao lung. Ban dau ching t6i
tw dong két luan rang do la tiéng hét cua hoa si khi bi dam. Nhuwng c6 ding
thé khong? Nh& dau la tiéeng la hét hodang sg ctia hoa si khi sap nga khéi
thang thi sao? To6i da nghi nhw vay. Béi ltic sap ngd, thanh tra Kazamatsuri
cling hét toang 1én. Anh ay hét 1a ‘Oi’. T4t nhién, mdi ngwoi hét moi khac.
Hoa si Matsushita da hét1a “‘A’.”

“Ra vay. Tiéng hét d6 chwa han la tiéng hét khi bi dam. Tiéu thw that
tinh twong. Vay tai sao hoa si Matsushita lai bi dam?”

“Khong phai bi ma la hoa si tw ddam minh. Khi tréo 1én cau thang, mat
quay vé phia bitc tranh, trén tay hoa si c6 cam con dao. Cé 1€ 6ng dinh stra
lai bitc tranh. Thé r6i dot nhién ong bi mat thang bang va hét toang lén.
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Nhung cubi cung van khong tranh khéi viéc bi nga. Chiéc thang do kéu cai
ram, con hoa si vdi con dao trén tay da...”

“Ra vay. Nghia la hoa s1 da ty dam minh!”

“Pung thé!” Reiko vui mirng vo tay. “Tom lai, day khong phai vu giét
ngwoi ma la mot tai nan khéng may xdy ra tai can phong kin. Anh thay suy
luan cua to6i thé nao?”

“Qi, thua tiéu thu!” Mit Kageyama tran ddy cdm xtic, anh gat dau.
“Tiéu thuw ndi ding. Qua that, y nghi tam bay cua tiéu thw khong dang dé ké
cho ngudi khac. Nguwdi nghe sé chi thady mat thoi gian vo ich.”

Kageyama bat ngd thot ra nhitng 161 xic pham. Reiko trwgt khéi chiéc
ghé du vi qua sbc, nga nhao vao déng tac pham nghé thuat xép dang sau
khién ching tan tanh. Thiét hai nay khé ma do dém néi nhung trén hét la ton
that vé mat tinh than caa Reiko.

“...” Reiko twr tt ditng 1én tr ddm bui, dwa mat lwdm ngwoi quan gia
hdn xwgc. “Anh, anh vira cho téi 1én may xong lai... Tam by 1a sao! Y nghi
tam bay la thé nao! T6i mdi la nguwdi thady mat thoi gian vo ich vi da ké cho
anh day!”

“T6i, toi xin 16i. T ‘tdm bay’ c6é vé hoi qua. Co 1é nén dung tir ‘tam
thuong’.”

“Giong nhau ca thoi.” Tiéng hét cua Reiko vang khap cd “mo chon
nghé thuat”. “Anh bat t6i néi ra chi vi mudén ha nhuc t6i ding khong? Tén
quan gia dang ghét kia!”

“T6i khong c6 ¥ d6.”

Kageyama ctii dau ta 16i r6i nhin Reiko trach méc. “Suy luan cta tiéu
thw, nghe dén doan gitta thi rat xuat sac. Nhung doan cudi thi khong chap
nhan dugc. Tiéu the nghi ma xem. Hoa si bi dam vao lung co ma. Ong dy
phai nga theo cach nao dé c6 thé tw dam dao vao lung day? Tiéu thw nghi la
trén doi nay c6 ci nga ngoan muc dén thé sao?”
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“Ha!? Khong, nhung ma...”

Reiko ciing biét suy luan ctia minh chwa da vitng chac. “Thé y anh la
sao? Khong phai tai nan thi la sat hai a? Nhung hién treong la can phong kin
day.”

“Trén doi nay khong c6 vu giét nguwoi nao xdy ra trong can phong kin
hoan toan ca. Suy nghi nay cta t6i khong bao gid thay doi. Ma téi co viéc
muon nho tiéu thu day...”

Kageyama nhin thang vao mat Reiko va dwa ra 161 dé nghi bat ngo.
“Tiéu thu c6 thé dan t6i tdi xwdng vé cua hoa si Matsushita khong?”

“Pura anh tdi hién truong!? Lam thé la vi pham nguyén tac...”

Reiko con dang boi roi thi Kageyama dat tay 1én cam, nghiém nghi ndi,
“Pung la tham t chi duwgc phép suy luan dva trén 161 ké, khong dwgc phép
tiép can hién treong. D6 la nguyén tac ctia tham ti ngoi ban gidy. Xét theo
nghia nay thi c6 vé nhu 16i dé nghi cuia t6i da vi pham nguyén tac.”

“Y t6i khong phai thé!” Reiko stta lai 101 Kageyama. “Y t6i 1a viéc dua
mot ngwoi ngoai nhw anh dén hién trwedng la vi pham nguyén tac ctia canh

»

sat.

“Ra la vay. Vi pham mét chiit cling chang sao dau. Néu c6 van dé gi thi
da c6 ong bd vi dai cung tap doan Hosho hung manh ditng sau tiéu thu r6i.
Vi tri cda tiéu thw tai S&@ Canh sat Kunitachi sé khong vi thé ma bi anh
hwong.”

“...” Cau ndi chang can Up mé gi cia ngwoi quan gia khién Reiko
khong noi dugc gi. Nhung c6 thdy cling c6 ly.

“Anh néi ding. Pugc r6i. Toi sé dan anh téi. Anh mudn dén tan hién
treong chac ciing phai c6 ly do.”

Truwdce cau noi nhuv thach thitc caa Reiko, nguwoi quan gia trung thanh
cui dau dap:
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“Tat nhién r6i. Toi hita sé mang lai két qua ding nhw tiéu thw mong
d(_ji,”
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Chuwa day 30 phut sau, Reiko va Kageyama t6i dwgc dinh thy
Matsushita trén chiéc Limousine. Bang vai cau néi ngot ngao va cai nhay
mat tinh t#, Reiko dudi dugc vién canh sat ditng canh ra khéi hién trwong dé
hai ngwoi di vao xwdng vé. Pirng triede bite tranh “Co gai nam ngn va cac
tién ni”, Reiko hoi thic Kageyama, “Pay la hién trwong. Ngoai triv thi thé
nan nhan duwgc dem di thi tat ca van nguyén nhw cii. Anh c6 biét thém diéu
gi khong?”

Kageyama can than quan sat bitc tranh tir phdi sang trai r6i bat ngo dat
cau hoi, “Gia st tiéu thw phai trat vira 1én bitc tranh nay, tiéu thw sé lam thé
nao? Pung tra 10i t6i 1a tiéu thuw sé thué mot anh thg xay lanh nghé day...”

“Toi cting khong dugc phép tra 16i la ‘Ra 1énh cho Kageyama’ ding
khong? Hirm, nhung sao mét tiéu thw dai cac nhu téi phai lam cong viéc cta
mot anh thg xay? To6i khong hiéu cau héi cta anh.”

“Vay tiéu thw c6 thé doi sang viéc son twong. Néu phai son twong, tiéu
thw sé son tw dudi 1én chir?”

“Lam gi c6. Phai son ti trén xuéng. Vi son chay tr trén xuéng nén lam
vay sé dé hon.”

“Tiéu thw no6i ding. Thé con trai va phdi? Tiéu thw sé son tit bén nao?”
“Bén nao cha nhv nhau.”

Nhung sau khi cam thi chéi son, Reiko da stra lai. “Khoéng, ti sé son
tw trai sang phai. Toi thuan tay phdi nén sé quét tu trai sang. Toi nghi la son
tir trai sang phai sé dé hon.”

“Tém lai, vGi ngwoi thuan tay phai, son tir trén xudng, tir trai qua sé la
cach lam hgp ly nhat ding khong?”

“Pung thé. Nhung anh dang muén noi gi?”
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“Vé tranh Fresco khong thé thiéu cong doan trat vita. Cong viéc trat
vita bang bay cling twong ty nhu cong viéc son bang chéi. Nghia la doi véi
nguoi thuan tay phdi, viéc bat dau trat vira t* phan trén bén trai va két thic &
phan dwdi bén phai sé dé nhat. Tién day cho t6i hdi, hoa si Matsushita thuan
tay phai hay tay trai?”

“0, chuyén doé thi toi khéng biét.”

Reiko dap ma khéng chiu suy nghi khién Kageyama nhiu may that
vong, “Ong thuan tay phai. Tiéu thr dd xem bitc tranh tw hoa cia 6ng ay roi
ma. Trong tranh, hoa si Matsushita cam choi bang tay phai.”

“Thé ha. U, hoa si Matsushita thuan tay phai. Biéu d6 c6 nghia la...”

“La khi vé tranh Fresco, thong thuong hoa si sé vé tir phan trén bén trai.
Néu khong c6 ly do gi dac biét, chac chan hoa si sé vé theo cach nay. Tuy
nhién, theo 10i khai ctia Aihara Misaki thi hoa si khong vé tir phan trén bén
trai ma bat dau tiv phan trén bén phai. Chac chan phai c6 ly do. Chang han
mot chi tiét hap dan nao d6 & phan trén bén phai cia bitc tranh da thoi thic
hoa si? Tiéu thu thay sao?”

“Sao la sao...” Liuc nay Reiko da nhin Ién phan trén bén phdi ctia bitc
tranh.

Nhung cho dé chang co chi tiét nao hap dan nhr Kageyama ndi.

“Cho ctra so kia ha? Phan trén bén phai caa bitc tranh c6 vé mot 6 cira
s0 dang dong.”

“Pung la c6 mot ctra s6 mot canh dang dong.”

Kageyama dung ngén tay khé day gong kinh 1én. Sau d6, anh nghiém
mat bao Reiko, “Tiéu thu va thanh tra Kazamatsuri da kiém tra moi ngéc
ngach ctia xwdng vé, tir ctta so, ctra ra vao cho tGi tran nha. Vay chac tiéu
thw va thanh tra da kiém tra 6 ctra s6 kia. Cai gi? Chwa kiém tra w!? Tai sao?
O ctia s6 to thé co ma?”
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Reiko sitng nguoi. “Nhung day la tranh...”

“Vang, la tranh. Nhung dong thoi cling la mot bitc twong xay bang vira.
Tiéu thw khong thay la 1a lai c6 mdt 6 civa s6 trén bitc twong a?”

No6i xong, Kageyama dung chiéc thang huwéng vé phia bén phai cta birc
tranh. Anh thoan thoat tréo 1én thang hét nhi' mot con méo. Leo tGi cho ctra
s0, Kageyama dirng lai quan sat. Anh v§i tay ra dé go vao bé mat bi¢c tranh.
Thanh tra Kazamatsuri tirng bao néu lam xwdéc tranh sé phai dén ca triéu yén
nhung Kageyama khong quan tam. Anh mim cwoi hai long, dat tay trai dat
1én khung ctta s6 r6i n6i vong xudéng vdi Reiko, “Tiéu thw nhin nay. Bi mat
vé can phong kin da dugc lam ro6.”

Tay trai cia Kageyama hoi véi vé phia truwdc. Cira s6 trong bitc tranh
nhe nhang ma@ ra, khong hé phat ra tiéng dong.

“Oa! M@ 16i... Ctra s6 trong bitc tranh m@ ra r6i kia! Khong thé tin
noi!”

Qua doi ngac nhién va to mo, Reiko cling tréo 1én theo. C6 rwén ngudi,
nhom vao bén trong nhv muén gat Kageyama sang mot bén. Dang sau cira
s0 la khoang khong gian mo ma t6i. Nhung khong phai ¢ ngoai troi. C6 mot
cau thang hep dan xuéng dudi. Bén trong rat t6i nén khong nhin dugc dau
kia cua cau thang.

“Nhung c6 cau thang nghia la phéi dan dén dau d6.” Reiko rtt tw tii 4o
vest ra chiéc dén pin. “Chung... ching ta... vao... vao... thoi, Kageyama.”

“Giong tiéu thw dang run day.”

Kageyama ndi va cho tay vao tui ao vest tuxedo. Anh rit ra mot cay
gay mau den. Nhung khong phai den pin. Anh vung lén, 1ap tc cay gay dai
them khoang 50cm. Mot cay dui cui dac ching cua canh sat. Loai vii khi nay
khong pho bién lam, xwa van dwgc cac nha hoat dong cach mang wa dung,
con gio la do choi cia nhitng ké nghién vii khi. Du gi thi day cling khong
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phai vat dung ctia mot quan gia nhung Kageyama luc nao cling mang theo
dé phong than.

Kageyama tro cay gay vé phia ctra so, 1én giong khich 1é Reiko, “Nao,
tiéu thu hdy phét huy vai tro ctia minh di. T6i sé di sau tiéu thw mdt budce.”

“Vé van! Anh di trede chi! Diéu dé la duwong nhién roi!”

Vai phit sau. Hai ngudi chui qua 6 ctra s6 dé vao bén trong bitc tranh
theo tht ty Kageyama di trudc, Reiko theo sau. Duéi anh dén pin roi tw tay
Kageyama, hai nguwdi budc xuéng bac cau thang doc va hep chi da ché cho
mot nguoi. Pay la mot trai nghiém ky la chwa tirng c6 ctia Reiko.

“Chung ta dang ¢ dang sau bic tranh...”
“Vang, hinh nhw dang & cho bung c6 gai...”

Nhuwng di mai van chwa hét cau thang. Reiko cang lic cang lo. Co
khong thé nhin thdy mat cia Kageyama. Piéu nay khién c6 thém lo lang.
Reiko cam giac nhw minh da di qua hét bitc tranh, gio dang tién xudng long
dat. Bong cau thang ngoat sang mot bén. Kageyama di thém vai mét nita thi
dirng lai.

“Co6 mot canh ctta. Hinh nhw la cia mdt can phong dwdi long dat, tiéu
thu dinh sao?”

“Sa... sao la... sao... Xuéng tan day roi thi ma ra chit sao.”

Néu chi c6 mot minh, Reiko sé quay ngay lai dé goi thém muwdi canh
sat co vii trang tdi cttu vién.

Vay ma treéc mat Kageyama, c6 lai thdy minh manh mé dén khé tin.
Trong long tw nht can phai sang suét hon nhung hanh dong ctia c6 lai hoan
toan trai ngugc. Reiko ra oai hon thuong 1, “Ma ra di Kageyama!”
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“T6i m& nhé?” Giong noi tram am cta Kageyama vang vong trong dém
toi. “Nao...”

Sau tiéng cot ket, canh ctra go bat mé. Bén trong ciing toi hét nhw ngoai
cau thang. Reiko giat chiéc den pin khéi tay Kageyama, roi vé phia trudc.
Mot can phong rong bang nira xwdng vé. C6 mot chiéc giwong, mot cai ban
va hai cai ghé. Géc phong ké mot chiéc ta 16n. Khong c6 thit gi dang goi la
do dac, mot khong gian trong trdi. Ciing khong c6 béng ngudi nao... Reiko
vira nghi vay thi...

“Kiaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa!”

Mot tiéng thét choi tai pha tan sy im lang, th quan do bat md. Reiko voi
lia den pin vé phia c6 tiéng thét. MGt o gai tw trong ti lao ra. Duw6i anh dén
pin, c6 thé thay tay phai c6 ta dang cam mot thit sang 1ap lanh. Con dao!

Kageyama ditng chan trieéc mat Reiko, gio dui cui 1én d& con dao dang
vung xuong. Hai vat thé kim loai cham nhau kéu “cach” va phat ra tia lira
dién trong dém t6i. Reiko khong gidau n6i sy sg hai tredc tinh huong bat ngo.
Chiéc deén pin tudt khoi tay c6, nam lan 16¢ dwdi san nha.

“Tiéu thw mau chay di!”

Cai gi. Sao c6 thé chay tron trwedc mat ké thu dwgce. Tiéu thw thi c6 thé
ch diéu tra vién thi mat tw cach qua. Khong, tiéu thuw cling mat tw cach.
Reiko ha quyét tdm r6i quay sang co gai bi an dang giao dau v&i Kageyama
dé lam mot ci quang ngwdi hét site binh sinh.

Cu tan cong cua Reiko thoi bay ca c6 gai lan Kageyama. Bi danh vang
vao twong, Kageyama khé rén 1én “Ai”. Chiéc dui cui roi xuéng san, tao nén
am thanh kho khoc.

Con c6 gai bi vang sang bén kia, ngd ntra nguwoi xuéng giuong. Khong
c6 thiét hai gi.

Reiko nguyeén raa sy nhu nhwgc cia ban than. “Troi ¢i! Quan minh lai
danh quan minh a... Minh lam sao thé!”
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Nhung gio khong phai ltc than than trach phan. Co gai chwa hé han gi
kia chuyén muc tiéu tr Kageyama sang Reiko. C6 ta bat day nhu thay ma,
gio con dao lén cao bang madt, tic tdi nhin Reiko va hét 1én, “Kiaaaaaaaa...”

Tiéng hét cuong loan nhw thé vong lén tir dwdi long dat. Qua hoang sg,
Reiko ngb6i pht phuc duwédi san nha, khong dam nhtc nhich.

“Kiaaaaaaa...” Tiéng ra cda loai chim ky quai vang vong khap can
phong toi.

CO gai bi an cham rai tién lai gan Reiko, ti'ng buwéc tirng budc mot.
Reiko lui vao sat twong. Dung lic Reiko nhan ra khong thé lui thém dugc
nita thi...

Mot béong nguoi hién ra nhu lan gi6. Anh ditng trudc mat Reiko nhw
muon tinh nguyén lam 14 chan cho ¢6. Lap titc, c6 géi bi an vung dao xudng.
Ludi dao phat qua vai chang trai. C6 gai la toang 1én con chang trai van nin
thinh, ct thé d6 guc xuéng.

“Kageyama...”

Khéng c6 tiéng dap. Chang trai nam bat dong trén san nha. C6 gai bi an
tay van cam dao, thd hon hén vi kich dong.

Trong lic do dam trén san nha, chgt tay Reiko cham phai mot vat. Cay
dui cui cia Kageyama.

Cam giac tho citng cia cay dui cui khién Reiko btrng tinh. Phai roi, da
xong viéc dau. DPgi cho c6 gai dién cuong kia cam miéng roi dau buon ciling
chira mudn. Gat nwdc mat va noi sg hai sang mot bén, Reiko tir tir ditng day
cung ngon Itta cam hon ngun ngut trong 1ong ngwe. Nha lai hinh dnh cac nit
tha linh tirng la than twgng mot thoi hoi cap III, Reiko tritng mat nhin doi
phwong r6i thot ra nhitng 101 gan rudt, “Nay c6 kia!” Reiko chia dui cui vé
phia dich trudc khi tho 16 tdm can, “Co da khién ngwdi quan trong cua t6i
gdp nan. Toi sé tra lai co gap mudi dé c6 phai hoi han gadp muoi!”

https://thuviensach.vn



Vi quyét tam cao do, Reiko cam dui cui lao thang vé phia doi phuong,
miéng hd vang ciu néi truyén thong Satsuma  ching biét tir dau bat ra,
“Tién lén!!”

“Kiaaaaaaa...”

Trong can phong téi dudi long dat, hai bong nguwdi véi hai tinh than
chién dau ngoan cuwong dang giao tranh quyét liét. Con dao vung xudng, cay
dui cui vung 1én. Moi vii khi déu c6 tim dén co thé doi phuong. Reiko tan
cong lién tuc, khong bé 16 gidy nao. Pau chiéc dui cui dap tring gay doi
phuong va bat tra lai.

A! Cb gai kéu ré 1én, ca than hinh déng citng lai r6i d6 ap xudng san
nha. Tat ca chi dién ra trong nhay mat.

Nhung Reiko khong them quan tam tGi c6 gai ma chay ngay lai vGi
nguoi dan 6ng quan trong kia. An nhan da l1ay than minh dé bao vé cd.
Nguoi dang nam bat dong trén san nha. Trong bong toi, Reiko lay goi nguoi
dan 6ng dang bi thwong va goi tén anh, “Kageyama, Kageyama!”

Co tiéng ngudi quan gia dap lai ti phia sau Reiko,
“T6i day, c6 chuyén gi thua tiéu thu?”

("”

Tiéng hét that thanh ctia Reiko vang vong khap can phong
“Aaaaaaaaaa...”

Ban than Reiko ciling suyt ngat vi tiéng hét d6. Co ngoanh lai va nhan
ra cai bong dong dong cao dang ding nhin c6 khong ai khac chinh la
Kageyama. Co khong hiéu chuyén gi dang xay ra.

“Tiéu thw giat minh nhw vay khién t6i ngai qua. T6i cé phdi hon ma
dau. T6i chi bi ngat vi hanh dong x4 than cua tiéu thw thoi.”

“Ha!? Thé la sao... lic d6 la anh a... vay cai nay... la ai?”

Reiko budt miéng goi an nhan ctia minh la “cai nay”. Kageyama da tim
thdy cong tac dé bat dén. Can phong sang trd lai. Lic nay Reiko mdi nhin
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xuong nguwoi dan 6ng dang nam trén tay va khong tin n6i vao mat minh. Anh
ta mac bo vest trang.

“Ha! La thanh tra Kazamatsuri!”

Nguc ao cua thanh tra rach ta toi do bi dao dam. Tuy nhién khong co
vét thwong nang. Nhin qua twdng thanh tra bi mat nhiéu mau nhung chang
qua o anh ta trang qua nén trong mdi nhw vay. Thuc té chi 1a chit mau ri ra
tlr vét xudc.

Du khong hiéu chuyén gi dang xdy ra nhung Reiko biét gio khong phai
lic khoc 16¢ dau bubn, c6 dat thanh tra nam xu6ng san. Thanh tra van bat
tinh. N6i dung hon la mat van nham nghién va thé déu déu.

Kageyama quay sang phia c6 gai nam trén san nha. DPing sau
Kageyama, Reiko cling ng6é nhin mat co gai. Khong biét 1a Matsushita
Tomoe hay Nakazato Maki? Chang la ai trong hai nguwoi. D6 1a mét cd gai
cO guong madt trai xoan va mai toc dai. Co gai wdc chirng ngoai 30. Du6i 16p
vay lién mau xanh nwdc bién la mét co thé san chac.

“Tiéu thw c6 nhé c6 gai nay khong?”

“T6i khong biét c6 nay. Pay la lan dau tién t6i trong thay c6 ta. Nhung
nghe anh hoi thi t6i c6 cdm gidc da trong thdy co ta & dau do roi. Co ta la ai
thé?”

“T6i khong biét tén cd ta. Co ta cling khong xuat hién trong 10i ké cta
tiéu thw. B&i ngay sau khi vu viéc xay ra, c6 ta da ¢ li trong can phong nay
dwéi long dat. Nhung tiéu thw da nhiéu lan trong thay c6 ta. Tuy day la lan
gdp dau tién ngoai doi nhwng trong tranh thi nhiéu r6i.”

“A!” DBén day thi Reiko da nhan ra. “Phai r6i, la c6 gai nam ngu.”

Hinh anh ¢6 ta cam dao tin cong an twgng manh dén noi Reiko da
khong nhan ra. Nhung nhin c6 ta trong tw thé nam bat tinh kia thi da r6. Co
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ta chinh la c6 gai nam ngu. La ngwdi mau cua bite tranh twong. Nghia la...
“C0 ta la hung thu sat hai hoa si Matsushita?”

“Vang.” Kageyama khé gat dau. “Ba Tomoe nghi ngo hoa si
Matsushita ngoai tinh véi c6 Nakazato Maki tir ba nam trueéc va 1y co ta
lam mau dé vé tranh. Méi nghi ngd cua ba Tomoe chi ding mét niva. Co géi
nay mdi la tinh nhan cta hoa si. Do khong biét tén nén cit tam goi c6 ta la
‘hung thu’.”

Kageyama tiép tuc, “Moi quan hé 1én lit ctia hoa si va hung thu bat dau
t* ba nam trudc. Pia diém gdp go la can phong bi mat dugce xay ngay bén
dwéi xuong vé. Loi vao la 6 ctra so trén bic tranh. Mot dia diém that tao nha
phai khong? Dé cé dugc dia diém ly twdng nay, hoa si da cho xdy mot
xwong vé tai gian nha phu, dong thoi bat tay vao ché tac birc Fresco khong
16.”

“Nghia la cAm hitng sang tac cua hoa si bat nguon tir duc vong.”
“Vang. Cam hitng sang tac cta hoa si bat nguén tir duc vong.”

“Ha!? Anh c6 thé noéi thang ra nhu thé v? Nguwoi da khuat ma nghe thay
thi sé gian do.”

Chang ban tam tdi su lo lang ctia Reiko, Kageyama noi tiép, “Nhung
sau ba nam gan b6, m6i quan hé ngoai luéng nay c6 chiéu hwéng xau di.
Nguyén nhan vi chuyén tién bac hay mot bén dé nghi chia tay thi t6i khong
ro. Chi biét 1a hai nguwdi xdy ra mau thuan, hung thu dung dao dam hoa si.
Do 1a chuyén da xdy ra tai xwéng vé téi qua.”

“Han la hung thu da dinh chay khéi xwdng veé.”

“Tat nhién. Nhung khong may ltic d6 Nakazato Maki va Aihara Misaki
lai dang ditng trirdéc gian nha phu. Nghe tiéng hét ctia hoa si, ca hai da chay
t6i xwdong vé. Hét nhw con chudt mac ket trong 16ng, hung tha chi c6 duy
nhat mot 16i thoat. Hung thu tréo 1én thang, m& civa s6 trén bitc tranh va tron
vao bén trong. Chinh hung thu la nguwdi x6 do6 chiéc thang. Néu dé chiéc
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thang ding do, thé nao ciling c6 diéu tra vién nhan ra bi mat dang sau 6 ctra
s0. Hung thu da lo sg nhu vay.”

“Ra thé. Khi hai nhan chitng dau tién xuét hién, 0 ctta s6 trén bitc tranh
da kip dong. Hién truong trd thanh mot can phong kin hoan toan. Phai vay
khong?”

“Vang. O duéi long dat, hung tht roi vao tinh trang khong thé thoat
duwgc ra ngoai. Biéu nay khién hung thu hodng loan. Chac tiéu thw cling thay
hung tha bi kich dong thé nao khi trong thay ching ta. Chi can ching ta t6i
muon chut nita, rat c6 thé hung thu sé ty hiy hoai ban than.”

“Co thé lam...” Reiko rung minh nh@ lai hinh anh c6 géi véi tiéng hét
dinh tai nhitc 6c.

Vay la cau dé vé vu giét ngudi tai can phong kin khién tit ca cac diéu
tra vién lac dau da dugc giai dap thong qua con mat tinh twong cua
Kageyama. Van con nhiéu diéu can phai lam rd, trong dé c6 ca than phan
ctia hung thu nhwng viéc dé c dé co ta ty khai. Viéc lay 16i khai tt* m6t c6
gai dang hoang loan tinh than chac khong dé dang gi nhung cit dé sau da...

“Gio0 ching ta phai lam gi? Hung thu bat tinh va thanh tra Kazamatsuri
bat tinh.”

Kageyama day gong kinh lén, binh tinh dap, “Trudc hét, tiéu thw hay
cong tay hung thu lai.”

“Ping r6i. Du sao cling la cong cta t6i... Thé con thanh tra
Kazamatsuri?”

“T6i nghi tiéu thw nén ty minh dwa thanh tra t6i bénh vién. Xét nhitng
gi thanh tra vira thé hién thi sy quan tam do6 au ciling la 1é thwong. Du gi
thanh tra ciing la an nhan cua tiéu thw.”

“Anh thoi di!” Reiko cat ngang 161 Kageyama va bit tai lai. “Cho du do
la sy that thi t6i cling khong muon thira nhan vao lic nay!”
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“Xin tiéu thw dirng noéi thé. Mai tiéu thw cam lay cai nay.”

Chang biét Kageyama 16i dau ra mot chiéc chia khéa. Chia khéa xe 6

“Gi thé? Khoa xe Limousine a?” Reiko hoi lai.

“Khong.” Kageyama lac dau, mat hoan toan vo cam.

“Hay la khoa xe Jaguar?” Gigng Reiko run run.

“Troi toi, tiéu thw 14i xe can than nhé.” Ngwoi quan gia mim cwdi y nhi.

Reiko thé dai, bao, “Panh vay chit biét lam sao. Chi riéng lan nay théi
nhé” r6i don lay chiéc chia khoéa. “Trgi oi, cudi cung thi t6i van phai 1én

"J

chiéc xe do6 a

Sap budc sang ngay mai.

Trén dwong phoé Kunitachi, mot chiéc Jaguar lao vun vit trong dém t6i
dé dén bénh vién Chufu. Duw6i anh trang, chi€c Jaguar mau bac sang lap
lanh. Vi khong quen tay 1ai nghich nén Reiko kha chat vat dé diéu khién
chiéc xe. O bén ghé phy, thanh tra Kazamatsuri bi ngat vi vét thuong nhe (?)
van dang thd déu déu man nguyén. Reiko c6 gang 1ai that can than dé khong
danh thitc thanh tra. Ay thé ma dot nhién c6 tiéng tranh tra vong sang tir ghé
phu, “... Co Hosho... lan t6i ching ta lai chiéc Jaguar ctia t6i di choi nhé.”

“Anh noi gi thé! T6i dang 1ai chiéc Jaguar ctia anh r6i con gi. Anh dang
n6i mé a?”
Reiko thé hat ra. Co nhin xuéng ngudi cap trén ndam & ghé phu.

Thanh tra Kazamatsuri. C6 khong biét tén anh ta. Co ciing chang mudn
biét. 30 tudi dau ma c nhw tré con. Bdc than. Uu ti. Quy ti caa chua tich
hang Kazamatsuri Motors. Va hom nay con la an nhan cta co ntta. ..
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Reiko lac dau nguay ngudy nhuw muon xua di mét dy cam khéng hay roi
nhin vé phia trudc.

Chang biét tr lic nao, chiéc Limousine than dai 7m da vuot 1én trude.
Ngoi & ghé lai xe, Kageyama mim cwoi day an y.

“Khong biét tén quan gia hon xuwgc dé dang nghi gi.” Reiko tang toc
dudi theo chiéc Limousine. Thanh tra Kazamatsuri van tiép tuc n6i mé. Co
vé nhu trong mo, thanh tra da ti bo viéc moi Reiko di choi bang xe 6 to,
“Vay lan téi moi co di an bita toi hdo hang vdi téi nhé, co6 Hosho...”

Reiko dap manh vao chan ga.

Chiéc xe hiéu Anh qudc ru 1én, nhan chim toan b cau néi cta thanh
tra.

Hét nhw con thu dit, chiéc Jaguar ché hai nguoi lao di trén duwong pho
Kunitachi.
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Notes

[=1]

S tich tho ngoc 1én cung trang & cung vdi chi Hang Nga.
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[=2]

Tén nhan vat trong bo truyén tranh Thdm ti Kindaichi
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[=3]

Mot loai 4o khoadc mac ngoai 4o kimono
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Lé chiic mirng cac em bé 1én 3 tudi, 5 tudi va 7 tudi vao ngay 15 thang Mudi Mot hang nam
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[=5]

Nhoém nhac gom hai c6 gai, rat noi tiéng ¢ Nhat nhitng nam 1980.
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Loai gia hinh bac thang, dung dé bay buip bé trong dip 1€ cac bé gai ngay 3 thang Ba.
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[=7]
Nha gom phong khach, bép, phong an va bon phong ngu.
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Kiéu ao khoac day mua déng theo kiéu Nhat.
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Trong tiéng Nhat, -chan thwong dung dé goi con gai.
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Satsuma (tc tinh Kagoshima hién nay) la mot trong nhitng lanh dia manh nhat thoi ky

Tokugawa va c6 vai tro quan trong trong cuéc Minh Tri Duy Tan.
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