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KE CHIEU HON

NICOLAS FLAMEL BAT TU 4
Michael Scott

Chap 1

To6i thdy sg. Khong phéi cho ban than t6i, nhung cho nhitng nguwdi toi dé lai
sau lvng minh: Perenelle va cap song sinh. T6i cam danh chdp nhan rang
ching toi sé khong thé nao gianh lai kip cuén Codex dé cttu vg téi. Co 1€
t0i chi con diing mot tuan 1€, chac chan khong thé hon hai tuan dwoc, roi thi
tudi gia sé dén doi mang toi; con Perenelle kha nang c6 thé sé kéo dai dugc
gan hai tuan. Toi khong muon chét. Toi da song trén trai dat nay sau tram
bay muoi sdu nam, va van con qua nhiéu viéc toi chwa tirng lam, qua nhiéu
viéc t6i wdc ao minh van con thoi gian dé thirc hién. Du vay, toi thdy minh
dwgc an i, vi téi da song da lau dé tim duwgc cdp song sinh huyén thoai, va
tw hao rang t6i da khdi dau viéc huan luyén hai dita nhitng phap thuat co
ban, Sophie da tinh thong dugc ba, Josh chi méi c6 mot, nhung no6 lai boc
16 cac ky nang khac, va long can dam ctia n6 that la phi thuwong. Chung toi
da tr¢ vé t6i San Francisco, da bo Dee lai ngay gitta Lodon. T6i hy vong do
la lan cu6i cung ching t6i gdp han. Tuy nhién, t6i that lo lang vi
Machiavelli dang & day, trong thanh pho nay. Perenelle da danh bay y va
tén ban dong hanh ctia y trén Alcatraz cung v&i nhitng con quai thd khac,
nhung t6i khong rd hon ddo Da ay c6 thé cam gitt trong bao lau mot ké nhw
tay nguoi Y bat ti kia. Va ca toi 1an Perenelle déu dong v rdng Alcatraz Ia
mot moi de doa ma ching t6i phai dwong dau bao 1au chiing t6i con c6 thé.
Chi moi viéc y thitc rang cac xa lim dang chita day nhitng bon quy st cling
da lam ngwoi ta thay kinh khiép. Mac du vay, lo lang hon nita la tin titc cho
biét Scathach va Joan Arc da bién dau mat. Lé ra cong tuyén & Notre Dame
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phai dwa ho dén ngon Mount Tamalpais, nhwng ho chwa bao gio dat chan
1én dén dé. Francis dién cubng vi lo lang, nhung t6i c6 nhdc cau dy rang
Scathach da trén hai ngan ruGi tudi, va c6 dy la chién binh t6i thwgng. Moi
quan tam that sy cta t6i nam & hai dita nhé sinh doi. To6i khong o bon tré
suy nghi thé nao vé téi nita. Toi ludn y thitc rang Josh dang chat chira trong
long n6 nhitng nghi ngai vé t6i, nhung bay gio t6i lai dang cé cam giac la
bon tré vira sg hai vira mat long tin cay khi hai dita da kham pha ra nhitng
phan nhé trong lich st cudc doi téi ma t6i thich dwgc che gidu di thi hon.
T6i khong tw hao vé mot s6 viéc toi da lam, nhung t6i khong tiéc gi ca. Toi
lam nhitng gi phai lam dé bao dam sy song con ctia toan nhan loai, va néu
dwgc chon lwa, t6i san sang ladp lai tat ca nhitng diéu 4y mot lan nita. Hai
dia nhé song sinh da tr@ vé nha di tui n6 & Pacific Heights. T6i sé dé cho
bon tré mét hodc hai ngay nghi ngoi va hoi phuc sttc khée. R6i ching t6i sé
lai bat dau. Viéc huan luyén can phdi dugc hoan tat; hai dita nhé can phai
dugce chuan bi san sang khi cac Elder Pen t6i quay lai. Bdi vi ngay dé hau
nhu dang lo lttng lwng chitng ngay trén moi nguwdi chung toi.

THU BA, NGAY 5 THANG 6 Chuong mot, “Chi ching bao gid nghi minh
sé duwgc nhin thiy lai noi nay,” Sophie Newman noi

“Em chang bao gid nghi khi nhin thdy né minh lai mirng dit vay,” Josh noéi
thém. “N6 trong... Em khong biét nita. Trong khang khac.” “N¢ ciing van y
chang vay thoi,” c6 chi sinh doi cua cau noi. “Tui minh mdi la nhitng ngwoi
da thay do6i né.” Sophie va Josh Newman dang tha bo xuong dwong Scott &
Pacific Heights, hwdng dén nha di Agnes trén goc duong Sacramento. Nam
ngay tredc — thit Nam, 31 thang Nam — hai dia da roi ché lam, Sophie &
tiém ca-phé, Josh ¢ tiém sach. D6 chi la mot ngay binh thuong... song do
lai 1a ngay binh thudng cudi cung ma hai dita dwgc trdi nghiém. T ngay dé
thé gidi chia hai diva da thay doi vinh vién; ban than hai dita ciing thay doi,
ca thé chat 1an tinh than. “Tui minh néi thé nao véi di?” Josh hoi vdi vé bon
chon. Di Agnes da tdm muoi bon tudi, va du hai dita goi la di, nhung that ra
ba ay khong c6 quan hé huyét thong gi véi hai chi em. Sophie nghi c6 1€ ba
la chi cia ba ngoai... hodc la ho hang, hoac cé thé chi la mot nguwdi ban,
nhung c6 bé cling khong chac 1am. Ba la ngudi rat t té tot bung nhung hay
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néng ndy, lic nao cling lam om som nhang xi va rat lo lang néu cap sinh
doi vé tré va ba san sang bao cdo lai cho ba me hai dita nho vé tirng viéc
mot ma chung da lam. “Tui minh c n6i don gian thoi,” Sophie noéi. “Tui
minh dya vao cau chuyén da ké vdi ba me dy — triwée tién la tiém sach dong
ctta vi Perenelle khong khoe, va roi, khi c6 dy di bénh vién vé, nha Flamel
— ” “Nha ,” Josh chita lai. “Nha moi tui minh & lai choi trong can nha &
vung sa mac cua ho.” “Vay tai sao tiém sach dong cwra?” “Ro ri khi gas.”
Josh gat dau. “Ro ri khi gas. Ma ng6i nha trong vung sa mac & dau?”
“Joshua Tree.” “OK, em hiéu r6i.” Cau cuoi toe. “Chi biét dd, tui minh sé
c6 m6t budi tra héi cho coi.” “Chi biét ma. Tham chi khi tui minh chwa kip
néi chuyén v6i Ba Me nita kia.” Josh gat dau. “Em dang nghi,” cdu noi tw
tir. “Cé 1€ tui minh nén ké sy that.” Cap song sinh di b qua bén kia dwong
Jackson. Hai dita c6 thé nhin thdy ng6i nha goé mau trang cau ky thai nir
hoang Victoria cach d6 ba khé6i nha. Sophie gat dau. “Dé chi sap xép
chuyén nay lai nhé. Em mu6n néi vGi ba me rangcong trinh ca doi cia ba
me chang la gi cd. Rang moi thit ba me tirng hoc — st hoc, khdo ¢6 hoc va
ca sinh vat hoc — 12 sai 1am.” C6 bé cudi nhin riang. “Y twéng tuyét 1im. Ci
di ma noi di. Chi sé canh chirng cho.” Josh nhun vai vdi vé kho chiu.
“Pugc roi, dugc roi, vay thi tui minh sé khong ké gi v4i ba me hét.” “Ngay
bay gid thi chwa, bat luan thé nao.” “Nhat tri, nhuwng sém mudn gi ciing 16
ra thoi. Chi biét gitt bi mat v6i ba me la diéu khong thé ma.” Chiéc
limousine thon dai mau den kiéu dang dep véi nhitng khung cita s6 sam
mau lai chdm cham ngang qua hai dita, ngudi tai xé chom nguwdoi ra phia
tredc, kiém tra s6 nha trén con dwong cé hai hang cdy, Chiéc xe bat den
hiéu va chay xuong xa hon. Josh hat cam chi vao chiéc limo. “C6 vé nhw
chiéc xe kia muén dirng lai bén ngoai nha di Agnes.” Sophie thd o nhin 1én.
“Chi chi mong sao c6 ai d6 ma tui minh cé thé ndi chuyén dwgc,” co bé
néi. “Mot nguwoi nao nhw Gilgamesh ay.” Nuwdc mat c6i bé (ta ra. “Hy vong
ong ay 6n.” Lan cudi cung c6

bé gap nguoi bat ti ay, 6ng dang bi thuwong vi mot miii tén do Than Sting
ban ra. C6 bé nhin ciu em trai, phat cau. “Tham chi ca em ciing khong chiu
nghe chi ndi.” “Chiéc xe kia ditng lai phia bén ngoai nha di Agnes roi kia,”
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Josh no6i cham rai. Cau dang cham chi nhin mét ngwdi tai xé manh khanh
mdc bd vest den tréo ra khdi xe va budc 1én may bac thém, ban tay mang
gang den luwdt nhe trén thanh vin bang kim loai. Thinh gidc dugc Banh thitc
ctia cap song sinh bat dwgc ro rang tiéng go ctra. Bat giac, ca hai dita déu
rdo budc nhanh hon. Di Agnes m@ ctra. Ba la mot phu nit méng manh, gay
om, tat ca déu goc canh va bang phang, dau goi u 1én va cac ngoén tay sung
phong vi chitng viém khdp. Josh biét hoi thoi tré ba dwgc xem la ngudoi
xinh dep tuyét voi. Cau cho rang thoi tré cia ba da qua di rat lau r6i. Ba
khong 1ap gia dinh, va ngudi trong nha ké lai rang ba da bi vi hon phu bé
quén trede ban thd hoi ndm muoi tam tudi. “Céd céi gi dé khong 6n,” Josh
lam bam. Cau buong nguwdi chay dén, Sophie theo sat dang sau. Cap song
sinh nhin thdy ban tay ctia ngudi tai xé€ ctr dong va di Agnes doi theo. Ba
chom ngudi t6i trede, nheo mat nhin vao cai gi d6 giong nhw mét tdm anh.
Trong lic ngwdi phu nit nhin xudéng, thi nguwdi tai xé 1on ngwdi vong ra sau
ba va lao vao nha. “Pung dé chiéc xe bd di!” Josh vira la 1én véi Sophie,
vira phéng qua bén kia dwong va lao 1én mdy bac thém lao thang vao nha.
“Chao di Agnes, tui chau da vé,” cau goi to trong ltc chay ngang qua ba.
Nguoi phu nit 16n tudi quay ngudi ding mot vong tron, tam anh bay nhe ra
khoi dau ngén tay ba. Sophie phéng qua bén kia dwong, gap ngudi xudng
va nhan mdy dau ngén tay vao 16p xe phia sau cho ghé hanh khach. Ngoén
tay cai Iwét qua vong tron phia trong co tay va may dau ngén tay ruc 1én
anh sang cuc ky néng. Co bé an cac ngon tay vao, va véi nam tiéng ndé bop
1o rét, dam thing may chiéc vé xe cao su. Hoi kéu xi xi thoat ra va chiéc xe
lin xuéng xep 1ép trén vanh kim loai. “Sophie!” ngwdi phu nit 16n tudi kéu
thét 1én khi c6 gai nhé lao 1én bac thém va niu lay ba di dang réi tung 1én.
“Chuyén gi vay? Tui chau & dau ra? Nguoi thanh nién t té kia la ai? Co
phai di vira thidy thang Josh d6 khong?” Khéng n6i mét 16, Sophie kéo ba
di ra khoi ctra phong khi Josh hodc tay tai x€ kia lao ra va ba sé nga xudng
bac thém mat. Josh budc vao gian tién sanh t6i thui va ditng dya sat vao
twong, chd cho tdi khi mat cau quen véi anh sang. Tuan tredc chac han cau
da khong biét lam nhw thé, nhwng nghi lai, néu la tuan trwdc thi chac han
cau cling khéng chay vao nha dudi theo mot tén dot nhap thé nay dau. Han
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cau phdi lam mot viéc gi do thiét thue va goi 911. Cau vaéi tay 1dy cay du
ding sau canh ctra va nhac ra mot cay gay to cta ba di dung dé di bo.
Khong co thanh Clarent, nhung cai nay cting dugc viéc. Josh ding yén, dau
nghiéng nghiéng, lang nghe. Ké dot nhap dau r6i ta? Co tiéng cot ket trén
dau cau thang, va r6i mot anh thanh nién manh mai mac bo vest den gian
di, 4o so-mi trang, deo ca-vat den hep ban dang voi va tir trén tang hai lao
xuong. Anh ta c¢6 hoi cham lai khi chgt trong thdy Josh, nhung van c di.
Anh ta mim cwdi, nhwng dé chi 1a phan xa va nu cuwdi khong hé lwét ngang
qua d6i moi anh ta. Bay gio anh thanh nién da & gan hon, Josh nhan ra anh
ta 1a nguoi chau A; nguoi Nhat, c6 18 vay. Josh budc t6i, cay gdy di bd gio
1én tredc mat cau nhw mot thanh kiém. “Anh twdng anh dang di dau day?”
“Pi ngang qua cau hodc la di xuyén qua cau, véi tdi chang khac gi nhau
dau,” anh thanh nién néi mét thit tiéng Anh hoan hdo, nhung bang giong
Nhat Ban.

“Anh lam cai gi & day?” Josh hoi gan. “Tim mot ngwdi.” Ké dot nhap budc
ra khoi nac thang cudi cung vao sdnh va di ra canh ctra trwéc. Josh 1ay cay
gdy chan duong anh ta lai. “Anh ng toi mot cau tra 16i.” Nguoi thanh nién
mac bd vest den chup 1ay cdy gay, giat manh no ra khéi ban tay Josh dang
nam chat, va dung dau goi bé gay cay gay kéu mot tiéng tach. Josh nhan
mat; chac la phai dau lam. Nguwoi kia quang hai khic roi trén san. “Toi
chdng ng cau cai gi cd.” Anh ta lwét ra khoi can nha va di chuyén nhanh xet
xuong may bac thém, nhuwng réi dirng han lai khi anh ta chgt thay vo ve sau
da bi thing. Sophie mim cwoi va vay ngén tay vdi anh ta. Cira kinh phia
sau xe cham ha xudng mot chut va anh thanh nién ngwoi Nhat voi va vira
néi vao do, vira quo tay chi vé phia 16p xe. Ngay lap titc, canh ctta bat ma@
va mot c6 gai tré budc ra. Co ta mac mot bd vest den dat may rat khéo bén
ngoai mdt chiéc do so-mi trang bang luya. C6 mang gang tay den, mot cap
kinh ram tron nho xiu twa trén song mui. Nhung chinh mai téc dé dap vao
mat nguwoi ta va nuwdc da xanh xao day tan nhang mdi t6 gidc co.
“Scathach!” Ca Josh va Sophie déu la 1én vui mirng. Co gai mim cudi, dua
ra cai miéng vdi ham rang ma ca rong. Co ta kéo mat kinh xuong dé 16 doi
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mat mau xanh 14 n6i bat. “Khong phdi,” c6 gat 1én. “T6i la Aoife Bong tai.
Va to6i mudn biét cac nguwdi da lam gi vGi ¢6 em sinh doi cua toi.”

Chap 2

"Khong bao gid nghi rang anh mudén thay noi nay mot 1an nita," Nicholas
Flamel vtra ndi vira m& ctra sau ctua hiéu sach "Em cling khong hon,"
Perenelle dong y. Phan dudi cia canh ctra bi ket khién Nicholas phai ép vai
day manh né. Ngau khi canh ctra cao loet xoet trén nén san da, mui hoi théi
1ap titc dap vao khitu giac cta ho: dé la vi ngon ngot ctia go muc va giay bi
moc tron lan v4i mui hoi cia mot cai rang sau. Perenelle sau khi ho huc hac
lién 1dy tay che miéng, kh6e mat bat ngd nhap nhdy nhitng giot nwéc mat.
"H6i qua!" Nicholas hit thé that can trong. Ong van con ngti duge mui luvu
huynh, nghe nhw mui tritng théi ctia Dee trong khong khi. Ho di doc xudng
mot hanh lang t6i tam véi hang dong cac thung sach cli. Nhitng thung bia
cttng do6 déu bi cot day mau den va phan nap hop da bat dau bi son. Mot s6
trong do da rach ta toi, khién nhitng quyén sach bén trong roi rét trén san
nha. Perenelle 1dy ngén tay s& qua mdét cai hop va nhan ra ngéon tay minh
dinh ddy ndam moéc den. Ba dwa 1én cho chong thdy: "Anh cé gi mudn noi
khong?” "Tién si va anh da chién dau," 6ng no6i nhe nhang. "Em c6 thé
doan dugc," Perenelle néi vGi mot nu cudi. "Va anh da thang." "Uhm,
chién thang la mot thuat ngit twong doi ...." Nicholas m@ ctta & cudi hanh
lang va budc vao hiéu sach nay. "Anh e rang hang sach nay budén ban
khong duwoc tot lam." Quay trd lai ndm ldy tay vg, 6ng dan ba vao phong
can phong 16n chita day sach

"Oi, Nicholas ...," Perenelle thé sau. Hiéu sach hoan toan bj pha hiy Mot
16p m6c day xanh den mém mai bao phu tat cd moi thi, va mui cda lwu
huynh day ap trong khong khi. Sdch nam la liét khap moi noi — yén trang bi
rach, cé quyén thi bia bi son, s6 khac thi gay sach bi gdy — chiing nam chen
chic trong nhitng cai ban va ké sach gio da bi nghién nat, v0 vun. Mot
manh tran nha kha 16n da bién mat, cac tam tran thach cao treo lo lttng nhw
vai rach, lam 10 ra phan khung tran bang go va vo so day dién, 16i vao tang
ham gio cling da la mot 16 hong, cac thanh go xung quanh n6 bi muc nat
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thanh m&t dong bay hay mau den héi thoi. Trén do, vo s6 nhitng con gioi
trang bo lic nhic. Tdm thadm 16t san ryc rd da bi son dén d6 10 ra xo vai
mau xam xau xi. "Tiéu huy va phan ra," Perenelle thi tham, "thé triéu hoi
ctia Dee." Ba can than chon 16i vao phong. Tat ca moi thit ba cham hoac sé
sup do thanh bui, hodc ra thanh bot. Nhitng tdm van san thi xop nhw bot
bién, va kéu kéo cot mot cach dang ngai dwdi moi budce di, de doa sé dwa
ba xudng tang ham bén dwédi. Bén dwoc gitta phong, ba dat tay 1én hong roi
quay cham lai. B6i mat mau xanh 14 cady ngdp trong nwdc mat. Ba rat yéu
hiéu sach nay, né da tirng la nha, la cudc song cua vg chong ba trong mot
thap ky qua. Ho da tirng lam rat nhiéu viéc trong hang thé ky nhung khong
cong viéc nao hon noi nay. N6 nhac ba nhé vé cudc song ban dau cia ba
vdi Nicholas, khi 6ng la m6t nguwdi cho thué va ban sach tai Paris vao thé
ky mudi bon. Lic do6 ho chi la nhitng con nguwdi don gian, binh thvong véi
mot cudc song binh lang, chi it 1a cho dén ngay dinh ménh khi Nicholas
mua Codex, quyén sach cia Phap sw Abraham, tr mot nguwdi dan ong trum
mi v&i doi mat xanh dang kinh ngac. D6 la ngay cudc séng tran tuc cia ho
két thic va ho bwdc vao thé gidi cta nhitng diéu bat thwong, noi khong cé
gi giong nhu vé bé ngoai ctia né va khong mét ai dang tin cay Ba quay lai
nhin chong. Ong khéng di chuyén khéi canh ctta va trdi mit nhin xung
quanh hiéu sach véi mot biéu hién bi thwong trén khuon mat. "Nicholas",
ba goi nhe nhang, va khi dng nhin 1én, ba nhan ra thoi gian vira qua da anh
hwéng 16n dén ong dy nhu thé nao. Trong nhiéu thé ky, vé ngoai ctia 6ng
thay doi rat it. VGi mai toc cat tia can than, khuon mat khong nép nhan va
d6i mat xanh xao, 6ng luon luén trong chi & do tudi nam muoi, la tudi that
cta ong khi ho bat dau pha ché truong sinh dwge. Hom nay, 6ng trong nhw
bdy muoi. Phan 16n téc 6ng da roi rung, va tran ong han sdu nhitng nép
nhan; nhiéu dau chan chim sau hoam noi dudi mat, va vo so nhitng dom doi
moi trén ban tay. Nha gia kim bat gap anh nhin cia ba va mim cuwdi mot
cach buon ba. "Anh biét. Anh nhin da gia nhung van khong qua té cho mot
ai d6 da song 677 nam. " "Bay muai sau," Perenelle nhe nhang stra 10i.
"Anh cling sé qua nam 77 trong ba thang nita" Nicholas buéc vé phia truéc
va 6m siét Perenelle vao vong tay ctia minh. "Anh khéng nghi rang do la
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mot ngay sinh nhat anh mudén an mirng", 6ng noi rat nhe nhang vao tai cta
ba. "Anh da st dung luong dién cia minh ctia minh trong tuan réi nhiéu
hon cé trong hai thap ky. Va néu khong c6 cuén Codex ... "giong ong lac
di. Ong khong can phai n6i hét cau. Néu khong c6 cau than chi bat ti xuat
hién moi thang mot lan & trang bay cta cuon Codex, 6ng va Perenelle, ca
hai sé bat dau gia di, va cai chét sé nhanh chéng bat kip theo nhitng nam
thang ho da tich lly.

Perenelle bat ngo day chong minh ra. "Chting ta van chwa chét!", Ba cau
kinh, gian dir dén do dung ca tiéng Phap da ndi thoi tré. "Ching ta da ting
¢ trong nhitng tinh hudng t6i té nhuwng ching ta da song s6t" Luong dién
ctia Perenelle bat dau kéu lach tach, nhitng luéng khoi lanh gia boc 1én twr
co thé ba Nicholas lui bwéc, khoanh tay trwdc vom nguwc hep ctia minh.
"Chuing ta da luon luén c6 Codex", 6ng nhac nhd ba bang cung mdt ngon
nglt "Em khong noi vé sy bat tir bay gio," Perenelle lén tiéng, giong dac
trung vung Breton. "Chung ta da song nhiéu thé ky, Nicholas, thé ky. Em
khong sg chét nita bdi vi em biét rang khi ching ta d sé di cung nhau. S6ng
ma khong c6 anh that sy qua sitc chiu dung ctia em. " Nha gia kim gat dau,
khong tin twéng ban than cé thé néi thé. Ong khong thé twdng twgng dugc
mot cudc song ma khong cé Perenelle. "Ching ta can phai lam nhitng gi
ching ta van lam", ba khang dinh, "dau tranh cho sy séng con ctia nhan
loai." Perenelle budc dén va nam lay tay chong, cam sau ngén tay minh vao
da ctua ong. "Chung ta da bao vé Codex 600 nam qua va ngan cac Elder den
t0i xam chiém trai dat. Chung ta sé khong ding lai. "Gwong mat ctia ba
danh lai. "Nhung bay gid, Nicholas, ching ta chang con gi dé mat. Thay vi
chay trén, an than noi nao dé dé bao vé cudn sach, chiing ta nén tdn cong,
"ba no6i quyét liét. "Chuing ta phai chién dau v6i chong lai cac Elder den t6i
Nha gia kim gat dau mét cach mién cudng. Nhitng lic nhw thé nay,
Perenelle khién 6ng sg. Mdc du ho da cuw6i nhau trong nhiéu thé ky, van
con c6 rat nhiéu diéu 6ng khong biét vé vg ctia minh, ké cd mén qua dac
biét cho phép ba ay thdy cac béng ma 6i ding, ching ta chang con gi dé
mat n6i nhe nhang. "Chiing ta da mat qua nhiéu r6i." "Lan nay ching ta c6
lgi thé ctia cdp sinh doi," Perenelle nhac nh& 6ng. "Anh khdong chac rang
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chiing s& hoan toan tin twéng chiing ta", Nha gid kim néi. Ong hit mot hoi
thé sau. "O London, chiing da biét duoc y nghia sy ton tai clia cac cip song
sinh trwdc day." "A,” Perenelle n6i. "Tw Gilgamesh?" Nha gia kim gat dau.
"Twr nha vua. Bay gi® anh khong chac ching sé tin vao bat ci diéu gi ching
ta néi nita "Vay thi," Perenelle n6i v4i mot nu cwoi tan nhan. "Ching ta néi
v&i ching sy that. Toan bd sv that, "ba n6i thém, dwa cai nhin citng ran dén
nguwoi chong. Nicholas Flamel nhin sdu vao anh mat ba trong gidy lat va
sau d6 gat dau roi quay mat di ngoai sy that." Ong thd dai. Ong doi cho dén
khi ba da roi khoi phong méi nhe nhang thém vao "Nhung sy that la mot
con dao hai lvdi, né 1a mot diéu nguy hiém." "Em nghe r6i ddy," ba goi
Chap 3

“Goi cho bé me cac chau ngay di.” Di Agnes nhin tritng trirtng vao Sophie,
sau do lai dén Josh dang ditng canh c6. “Ho dang lo dén phat 6m vi hai
dira. Ct goi cho di moi ngay phai dén hai ba lan. Chi c6 sang

nay ho néi néu trong hom nay ma hai di¥a van chwa vé, ho sé goi canh sat
va thong bao mdt vu mat tinh.” Di ngitng mot chat réi dot ngot thém vao:
“Ho dinh no6i hai dita da bi bat c6c.” “Ching chau khong bi bat c6c. Ching
chéau da néi v6i bé me cach day vai ngay roi ma,” Josh 1am bam Cau dang
c6 nhd lai mot cach v6 vong lan gan day nhat cau néi chuyén véi bé me la
khi nao. La thit sdu... hay th bay nhi? Cau liéc nhin sang bén canh chi
minh cau cttu, nhuwng c6 van khong roi mat khoi c6 gai trong bo do den cuc
ki giong Scathach kia. Josh danh phdi quay lai doi mat vé&i ba di. Cau biét
da nhan dugc e mail ttr b6 me vao... c6 phai vao thit by khi ho con dang &
Paris? Bay gid cdu da tré vé San Francisco, nhitng ngay vira qua dang dan
dan mo& nhat di.Cu6i cung, dé lam diu tinh hinh, cdu néi: “Ching chau da
vé day,” Josh hon nhe 1én hai ma cua ngudi di. “Di khée khong? Ching
chau nhé di 1am.” “Hai da c6 thé goi vé nha co ma.” Nguwdi phu nit nhé
nhan cat 10i. “Lé ra phai goi vé nha.”Dd6i mat mau xam tro ca ba nhw dugc
phong to ra dang sau cdp kinh can khéng 16, ct nhin cham cham vao cap
sinh doi. “Di cling lo dén phat 6m day. Goi dién dén hiéu sach ca chuc lan
dé kiém hai dita, ma hai dita cling chang them trd 10i dién thoai nita. Thi
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héi c6 di dong lam gi néu khéng chiu nghe may chi¢.” “Ching chau hau
nhw khong dugc tiép ai cd,” Josh noi, co6 gang theo sat sy that, “va chau bi
mat dién thoai ro6i,” cdu thém vao, diéu nay cling hoan toan dung. Dién
thoai va hau hét cac vat dung khac ctia cau da bién mat khi Dee pha huy
Yggdrasill “Chau mat cai dién thoai xin roi sao?” Ngudi di lac dau mot
cach chan chwong. “Cai thit ba nam nay r6i.” “Thi¢ hai,” Josh 1dam bam Di
Agness quay lai va chdm chap tréo 1én lau. Ba ngodac tay nhd Josh gitp do.
“Ctt mac ké ta. Ta dau phai loai nguwdi vo dung.” Ba noi, roi ghi chat 1ay tay
Josh. “Giup ta nao, chang trai tré.” Khi hai nguwoi t6i ctra, ba quay lai, nhin
xuong Sophie — van dang ditng trudc nguwoi phu nit téc do. “Sophie, chau
c6 di khong?”

“Mot chit nita, thira di.” Sophie nhin em minh, d6i mat c6 dat vé phia canh
ctta md. “Chi sé tdi ngay, Josh. Sao em khong dwa di Agnes vao trong va
lam cho di mot tach tra?” Josh lac dau, nhung ba di lai bam chat 1dy tay cau
vOi mot sitc manh dang ngac nhién. “Va trong khi chd nwdc soi, cac chau
c6 thé goi dién cho bé me.” Ba lai li€c nhin Sophie. “Ptng di lau day.”
Sophie lac dau. “Khonh dau a.” Ngay khi Josh va di Agnes bién mat vao
trong ngoi nha, Sophie quay qua nguwoi phu nit. “Co la ai?” co gang hoi
“Aoife”, nguwoi phu nit dap, phat am cai tén “E fa”. Co cti ngwoi, dat doi
ban tay mang gang den lén cai banh xe limo da bi dam thung, r6i n6i ngon
nglt ma Sophie cé thé nhan ra la tiéng Nhat. Chang thanh nién Josh da gap
tredc nha cdi bé do khoac, ném né vao ghé trudc, 16i thung siva chita va 1y
ra mot cai tru chéng va mot cai kich. Sau khi da dat cai kich & duwdi chiéc
xe to 16n, anh ta nang né 1én dé dang va bat dau thay 16p xe

Aoife phui phui doi tay minh, roi khoanh tay va nghiéng nghién dau nhin
Sophie. “Hai nguwoi khong can phdi lam nhw vay.” Co6 chiat am diéu tiéng
nwdc ngoai trong giong diéu cta c6 “Chung em nghi chi dang bat coc di
Agnes.” Sophie khé noi. Cai tén Aoife da lam cho hang tram y nghi va hinh
anh ao dén trong dau co, nhung Sophie cam thady khé ma phan biét dwoc
nhitng ky @c gitta Scathach va Aoife. “Chting em chi mu6n ngan chi lai.”
Aoife mim cwoi, khong 16 ham rang minh. “Néu t6i muén bat céc di cua
em, liéu t6i cé xudt hién & day vao ban ngay thé nay khéng?” “Em khong
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biét,” Sophie noi, “chi c6 lam thé khong?” Aoife day gong kinh nho mau
den lén dé che di cap mat mau xanh luc, va ludng ly mot chit. “Cé thé cé.
Co6 thé khong. Nhung,” c6 thém vao vGi mot nu cwdi lam 16 ra ham rang
clia ma ca rong. “Néu t6i muon di cia em, toi chac chan c6 thé lam dugce.”
“ Chi la Aoife Béong t6i,” Sophie néi “ T6i la chi em cia Scathach. Chiing
toi la mot cdp song sinh. Toi la chi.” Sophie lui lai mot budc, ky e cua ba
phu thiy cu6i cung da hién ra. “Scathach c6 ké véi em vé gia dinh chi 4y,
nhung khong néi c6 mot ngudi chi nao ca,” co noéi san sang cho nguwdi phu
nit thdy nhitng gi Sophie biét vé c6 ta “Han nhién la n6 sé khong noi roi.
Chung t6i c6 chat bat hoa vdi nhau.” “Bat hoa?” Sophie héi lai, du c6 da
biét trrdc ho tranh gianh nhau vi mot chang trai tham chi c6 con biét tén
cta anh ta nita “Vi mot chang trai,” Aoife noéi, giong chi thoang qua mot
chit buén. C6 nhin quanh con dwdng mot lat r6i mai trd lai véi Sophie.
“Chung toi da khong néi chuyén mot thoi gian dai. “ Co nhun vai, bo vai
khé rung 1én. “ No tr bd t6i. To6i cling thé. Nhung t6i van luén dé mat dén
nd.” Co lai cuoi. “ To6i chac em cling biét tim kiém nguwoi em song sinh nhw
thé nao r6i ddy.” Sophie gat dau. Co6 hiéu chinh xac diéu Aoife dang néi.
Du Josh c6 16n hon va khoée hon ¢6, ¢6 van nghi cau la dita em bé bong cua
minh “N6 la em sinh doi cia em.” “T6i biét.” Aoife cham rai néi. Khé cui
dau, cd6 nhin Sophie tir phia trén cdp kinh t6i mau. “ Va ca hai cling déu
duwgc danh thite r6i,” c6 thém vao “Tai sao chi lai téi day?” Sophie hoi “T6i
cam thay Scathach... ra di.” “Ra di?” Sophie chwa hiéu “Bién mat. Roi
khoi Vwong quoc Béng. Ching toi lién két véi nhau, no va toi, bdi mot moi
lién két twgng tw nhw moi lién két gitta em va em trai. Toi luén biét dugc
khi nao Scathach dau dén, bi thuwong, doi ngau hay lo sg...”

Sophie tham tan thanh. Co ciing cam thdy khi nao em trai minh dau dén:
khi cau gay xwong swon lic choi da béng, c6 cam thay dau nhéi trong long,
va khi cau gan chét dudi & Hawaii, co thitc day, thd hon hén va cam thay
cue ky kho chiu. Khi c6 bi trat khép vai hoi hoc taekwando, vai ctia em trai
co cling bi sung 1én roi chuyén sang bam tim & vi tri y hét nhw c6 vay Aoife
tudn ra mot trang cau hoi bang tiéng Nhat v4i toc do tén lira, va chang tai
x€ trd 101 v6i mot tir duy nhat. Sau dé c6 quay lai v6i Sophie.” Ching ta cé
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thé ditng day va noi chuyén ngoai duwong,” c6 néi, mim cuwdi, 14p 16a nhitng
cai rang nanh ma ca rong, “hodc em c6 thé maoi téi vao nha va tro chuyén
thodi mai chit.” Mot hoi chudng bdo dong khé vang trong dau Sophie. Ma
ca rong khong thé bang qua nguong ctra mot nha nao do triv phi ho dwoc
moi vao, va co dot nhién khong muén mai Aoife vao nha di minh chiit nao.
Co gi do vé chi ta...tl tir va can trong, Sophie dé cho phan con lai cua ky
trc trong dau dugc dang lén. Dot ngdt — sttng s6t — ¢o biét nhitng gi ma ba
phu thily Endor biét va Aoife bong t6i. Nhitng hinh anh va ky tc dang sg.
Cdp mat mé to day lo sg, Sophie Iti mot bwdc, tranh xa sinh vay kia, nhan
ra ga tai xé da & dang sau c6. Ngay lap titc, c6 cham vao hinh xam gon ghé
trén c6 tay minh, nhwng nguwdi dan ong da tim lay tay co, kéo né ra sau
tredc khi c6 kip tao maéi lién két. Aoife buéc tdi, cam 1ay c6 tay Sophie va
van no lam hién ro hinh vé cua Saint Germain da an sau vao thit da. Sophie
cod gang chong cu, nhung ga tai xé gilt co6 chat qua, han bop manh canh tay
c6 dén noi co6 c6 thé cam thay cac ngon tay minh bat dau té dan. “Bo t6i ra!
Josh sé — ”. “Cdp song sinh cac nguoi that vo dung.” Aoife kéo mdot béen
gang tay ra va cam lay ban tay c6 gai nhé bang nhitng ngén tay lanh ngat
ctia minh. Lan da ctia ma ca réng c6 mau khéi xam nhat ban thiu. Cé a co
xat ngon tay cai cia minh 1én hinh trang tri giéng Celtic & c6 tay Sophie.
R6i dirng lai & vong tron mau vang véi mot diém mau dé & giita. “O, dau
hiéu ctia gac nai. Dau hiéu cta Lra.” Aoife khé noi. “Vay c6 dang co6 gang
thiéu chdy t6i sao?” “B6 toi ra!” Sophie c6 gang da vao ga tai xé, nhung
han ngay mot git chat tay c6 va dot nhién c6 thay sg hai. Tham chi ba phu
thay Endor cling phdi than trong vdi Aoife béng t6i. Co 4 van c6 tay cua
Sophie va gap vé phia truéc dé kiém tra hinh xam “ Pay la tdc pham cuaa
mot chuyén gia. Ai da cho ¢6 ...mo6n qua nay?” Moi c6 & cong lén day ghé
tdm Sophie gang can chat moi. C6 sé khéng ndi gi v6i nguwoi phu nit nay
Cap kinh cia Aoife trwegt xuéng soéng miii, dé 10 cap mat giéng nhu thuy
tinh mau xanh luc. “Maui ... Prometheus ... Xolotl ... Pele ... Agni ...”
Aoife lac dau. “Khong, déu khong phaéi. Ching ta vira trd vé tit Paris, vay
phai 1a m6t ngudi tir thanh phd dé...” Giong c6 a lac di. Co ta nhin qua vai
Sophie, vé phia nguoi tai xé€ 4o den. “Cé chuyén gia vé Lira nao & thu do
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cta Phap khong?” “Ké thu cii cta c6, ba twdc, song & do6,” nguwdi dan 6ng
khé néi bang tiéng Anh “Saint Germain,” Aoife ngdt 10i ta nhin do6i mat mé
to cua Sophie va cuwdi hoang dai. “Saint Germain tén doi trd. Saint Germain
tén trém cap. Lé ra ta phai giét han khi c6 co héi.” C6 ta nhin ga tai x€.
“Mang n6 di. Ching ta sé ti€p tuc cudc tro chuyén & noi kin dao hon.”
Sophie m@ miéng kéu cttu, nhung Aoife da an ngén tré vao séng miii co
gai. Dong dién mau xam ri ra tir ngon tay cua c6 4, khéi cuén quanh dau co
gai, chui tot vao hai 16 miii va miéng c6

Sophie ¢6 gang kich hoat dong dién cua minh. Dong dién khé kéu lach tach
trong vai nhip, r6i Sophie nga xudéng bat tinh

Chap 4

Di Agnes bam so0 roi dwa dién thoai cho Josh. “Néi chuyén v&i b6 me chau,
ngay bay gio.” Ba ra Iénh. “Sophie dau r6i nhi? N6 dang néi chuyén véi ai
0 ngoai vay?”

“Chi mot nguwoi quen cua tui chau.” Josh ndi, ap dién thoai sat mat minh.
Chuong chi reo mot 1an trede khi c6 nguwdi nhac may

“Di Agnes do6 a?”

“B0 oi! Con Josh day.”

“Josh!”

Cau bé thady minh dang mim cuwdi — giong b6 cau nhe nhém thay rd — va roi
cau cam thay mot sy lung ting dang dang lén trong long, cam giac t6i 16i vi
da khong lién lac véi b6 me minh s6ém hon

“Moi chuyén 6n ca chi?” giong 6ng Richard Newman gan nhv lac di vi
niém vui dang v& oa

Josh bit tai lai va tap trung vao cudc goi. “Moi chuyén 6n ca, bd a. Tui con
khoe. Tui con vitra tir San Francisco ve.”

“Me va bo bat dau lo lang vé cac con. Thyc sy lo lang.”

“Chung con ¢ voi Fla Flemings,” Josh stta ngay. “Khong dugc goi dién
thoai khi lam viéc.”,cau thanh thyc noi thém, “du ching con da cé gang
nhan email cta bo téi chi nhat. Con thay tdm hinh rang ca map roi. Hoi
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kho nhan biét, nhung tir kich ¢, con doan phai la loai cd map nuwdc ngot?”
cau héi nhanh, co6 tinh doéi cha dé

“Pung lam, con trai. Mot con Lissodus tir ky Upper Cretaceous. Van con
trong tinh trang rat tot

“B0o me khoe khong a?” Josh tiép tuc, c6 giit bd cau néi chuyén. Cau liéc
nhin canh cita, mong chi gai minh mau mau vao nha. Cau cé thé lam bd
xao nhang vadi vai cau hoi, nhung tro nay khong hiéu qua véi me cau chut
nao, ma chac ba ciing chi & dau do6 canh bd ciu va sé giat dién thoai tir tay
ong bat ky lic nao. “Con chuyén khai quat thi sao b6?”

“Tuyét voi.” Co tiéng gié ha tir dau day bén kia, bui va cat va dap lén chiéc
dién thoai. “B6 me tim thdy mdt thit c6 vé nhu 1a mot con ceratopsid.”

Josh cau may. Cai tén nay quen qua. Khi con nhd, cau tirng thudc tén hang
trdm loai khing long “Khing long an thit mot sitng a?” cau héi “U, thudc
ky Phan trang, khodng 75 triéu nam tudi. Ching ta cling tim thay mot phan
cta loai Ansazi van con nguyén ven trong hém nui, mot vai mau khac da
van hoa Fremont tai hém nui Range Creek.”

Cwoi tham trwedc sy nhiét tinh ctia b6 minh, Josh di vé phia cita s6. “Toc
nguoi nao dugc goi la Gidng loai Co xwa ¢ Navajo thé bo?” (The Ancestor
Ones) cau héi, du da biét tredc ca cau tra 10i. “Fremont hay Anasazi?” Cau
muon gitt bd ndi chuyén lau hon, cho Sophie c¢6 chait it thdi gian niva
“Anasazi,” Richard Newman n6i. “Ma that ra thi, phai dich ding la “T6 tién
ké thu’ co”

Nhitng ti* nay lam Josh chét sitng ngwoi. Vai ngay trwdc day, céi tén dy
chang hé cé nghia gi v6i cau, nhung dé la treée khi cau biét dén sw ton tai
cta cac Elder, giong loai da thong tri thé gidi & qua khi xa x6i. Cau nhan
thdy rang ludén c6 mot nhim sy that trong tit ca cac huyén thoai va truyén
thuyét. “To tién ké thu,” Josh ldp lai, c6 gang giit cho giong that binh
tinh.”Nghia la gi a?”

“Bo khong biét,” Richard Newman néi, “Nhung bo van thich cai tén
Ancestor hay Ancestral Pueblo hay Hisatsinom hon.”

“Pung la mot cai tén la lung.” Josh van khang khang. “B6 c6 nghi ra ai st
dung né khong? Ho chac sé khong tuw goi minh nhw vay dau.”
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“Co thé ti* mot toc nguwdi khac. Bon ngudi la, ngwdi ngoai.”

“Ai xuat hién trudc ho, bo?” Josh hoi nhanh. “Ai xuat hién tredc Anasazi
va Fremont?”

“Bo khong ro nita,” Richard thira nhan. “D6 la thoi C6 xwa con a. Sao bong
dung con lai hitng thia dén chau My c6 dai thé. Bo twdng con dau cé thich
thd mon khao c6.”

“Con nghi con ciing bat dau thay hitng thu véi lich st va thé gidi co dai
r6i,” Josh thanh thyc néi. Cau lai nhin vé phia ctta s0... vira dung lic thay
chi cta Scatty an dau Sophie xuéng va chi cau bi canh tay cta ga tai xé 4o
den khoa chat. Josh sg hai quan sat khi c6 & ma ca rong nhin thay cau va
nhe mdy cai rang nanh ra nhw thé dang cuoi vay. A dot ngdt mé cira sau
clia xe va gitt n6 cho ga tai xé nhan Sophie vao hang ghé sau. Biing & ctra
trirdc, Aoife vay tay khiéu khich chao Josh

Josh thdy nhw thé bi dam tham manh vao bung. Cau khong thé dwoc, tim
cau dang dam thinh thich. “B6 — con sé goi lai sa...”, cau thi tham. Danh
roi dién thoai xudng san, Josh ao ra ctta va di xuong tién sanh. V@& 1y cay
gay di duwong ga tai xé da lam gdy mé& cia roi sém té & bac thém. Cau nghi
chiéc xe da chay mat, nhung Aoife van kién nhan chd dgi. “Tra chi toi
day!” cau gao lén

“Khong,” Aoife nhe nhang néi

Josh chay vé phia chiéc xe, c6 gang nhé moi thit Joan of Arc da chi minh
vé kiém thuat. Cau wéc gi c6 thanh Clarent canh bén. Tham chi Scatty —néi
tiéng chang sg gi trén doi — cling phai e sg trwdc thanh kiém. Nhung trén
tay cau chi c6 hai mau da gay cua cay gay di duong

nghiéng dau, nhin cau bé chay vé phia minh va mim cwoi

Khi Josh bang qua dwong, noi khiép sg lam cho luén dién cua cau téa ra
anh sang va bao 14y toan co thé. Cau nhin thdy chi minh da bat tinh & hang
ghé sau cua chiéc xe, va noi sg cua cau bién thanh con gian ditr manh liét.
Dot nhién, luon dién 16e 1én, m6t lan khoi vang phu 1én da cta Josh, con
mat cau lai hoa thanh hai dong xu dang nong chdy. Luong dién dac dan
quanh tay Josh, tao thanh mot doi gang tay
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kim loai, r6i né chdy xudng hai cay go, bién chiing thanh hai cay vang
Cau c6 noi, nhung c6 hong nhw bi that lai, va giong néi cua cau tram duc
hon, nghe giéng tiéng cda loai thu hon con nguwoi. “ & — chi — —day”. Nu
cwoi kiéu ngao ctia Aoife nhat dan. Co & gao 1én mot tir tiéng Nhat gi do,
ném nguoi vao chiéc limousine va déng sam canh ctra sau lung. Bong co
1ap titc rong 1én, banh xe sau miét vao mat duwong dén mic boc khdi trén
con pho “Khong!” Josh chi vira cham dwgc chiéc xe khi né bat dau lao di.
Phéng vé phia trwdc vai cay gay vang, cau dap vao cdi ctra s6 gan minh
nhat, kinh v& vun ra thanh mot 16p bot trang, cay gay dé lai mot vét thung
kha dai len 16p kim loai mau den sang loang. Lai mot cu danh khac vao
chiéc xe, mot cai dén sau da bi nitt. Chiéc xe van tiép tuc gam rd trén con
dwong. Trong con tuyét vong, Josh ném hai cay gdy vang vé phia chiéc xe,
nhing ngay lic cau vira roi tay khoi ching, hai cay gay trd lai la go tron va
dap vao chiéc xe ma chang gay hw hai gi nita ca Josh van tiép tuc duoi theo.
Cau c6 thé thay luong dién dang trao 1én trong co thé, cho cau toc do va sitc
manh dé budc trén dwong. Cau hiéu r6 minh dang di chuyén nhanh hon bao
gio hét, nhung chiéc limo con nhanh hon cau. N6 bang ngang mdt nga tu,
quay vong & mot qéc dwong trong ti€c gao thét phan doi kich liét ciia may
cai banh xe roi bién mat. Va dot ngot sitc manh ctia Josh khong con nita,
cling nhanh nhw khi n6 xuat hién. Cau dé guc xuéng trén hai tay va dau goi
& cudi pho Scott ma thd hon hén, tim cau dap manh nhw tiéng sam, tat ca
cac co bap trén nguwoi cdu déu cang ra va nhu dang boc chay. Nhitng hinh
tron den nhdy mua trwdc mat Josh. Cau nghi minh sap noén ra mat. Josh
nhin danh sang vang dang nhat dan trén tay minh, dong dién ldn vao co thé
cau trong giong nhu dam hoi nwéc mau vang, chiing khién cho cau dau dén
va kiét sitc. Josh run 1én, bat ngo bi chuot rit & phan bap chan dwéi dau goi.
Pau dén vo cung, cau nhanh chong lan qua lai, dung got chan bam chat 1én
mat duwong, gang lam diu con dau. Guwgng ditng day, Josh mudn bénh va
thdy minh khon don vo cung trén dwong tréd vé nha ba di. Sophie mat tich.
Bi Aoife bat coc. Cau phai tim ngwdi chi sinh d6i ctia minh

Nhung nhw thé dong nghia véi viéc phdi gap lai Nicholas va Penerelle
Flamel.
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Chap 5

Vuong quoc Béng Toi nay tirng duge goi la Xibalba. Du 1a mot trong hang
ha sa s0 cac vuong quoc béng tdi 6 xwa, Xibalba dwgc cho la con c6 xwa
hon nita, tuy nhién n6 lai rat thé so don gian néu so vGi cac viwong quoc
xinh dep va phttc tap khac. Xibalba la mot hang dong don 1é, rong 16n bat
thwong va cao tdi mic khong thé twéng twong noi, véi nhitng vét 16m dom
xuat hién & cac ho bong bong chita cdn den do dung nham tao ra. Thinh
thoang, vai bong bong v& sé phun mot thit da long vao khong khi, tao thanh
nhitng diéu nhdy mau dé den ma quai trén vach hang. O day, khong khi
nong 1én mui lvu huynh, chi c6 chit anh sang do mot loai ndm mau vang-
trang bam chat vao vach hang mang dén, ngoai ra con rat nhiéu nhi da
khong 16 treo tir trén tran hang rat xa va kho long ma thdy r6 dwgc. Moi
vuwong quoc Bong Toi déu co6 it nhat mot canh cong dan t¢i mot veong
quoc khéac. Vai veeong quoc c6 thé dan tdi hai noi. Xibalba la treong hop
doc nhat: n6 dan tGi chin vieong quéc Bong Tai khac, do vay doi ltic né con
duoc goi la Buong giao

nhau. Canh cong dan t6i chin vieong quoc nay dwgc dat cach déu trén vach
hang. Ching dugc cham khac kha don gian, so sai. Va du cho loai ndm
phat sang kia bao phu hau hét vach hang, chiing khong thé dén gan cac dau
hiéu nay. Vi day chinh la canh cong dan tdi cac vuong qudc Bong Toi.
Thwong thi chang cé gi di dén Xibalba ngoai trir 16p dung nham bong béng.
Nhwng bay gig, mot chuodi nhitng tin nhan dwge viét nguéch ngoac dang
dich chuyén tr canh céng nay tdi canh cong khac. M6t s6 duge lam bang
da trong twa nhw nhitng con doi, s6 khac dwoc lam tir 16ng lai trong giong
chudt, nhung trong s6 ching chang cai nao that sy c6 sitc séng ca. Ching
dugce tao ra chi véi mot muc dich duy nhat: Lan truyén nhitng tin nhan tw
Vuong quoc bong t6i cta cac Elder den t6i dén cac thé gidi duoc két noi.
Mot khi nhiém vu truyén tin da hoan tat, ching sé chdy ra, trd lai thanh
bun, té6c va nhitng mau da. Cactin nhan dang lan truyén théng tin vé an t
hinh danh cho Tién si John Dee. Va khéng mot ai trong s6 nhitng nguoi
nhan tin — cac Elder, Thé Hé Ké Tiép hay con nguoi — ngac nhién ca. Chi
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c6 mot cai gia phai trd cho that bai, va tién si John Dee da thua cu6c mot
cach ngoan muc.

Chap 6

“Co lan con té hon thé nay.” Tién si John Dee noéi, du rang 6ng chang nhé
dé6 la ldc nao. Sau tham hoa tai Stonehenge va cap sinh doi bién mat, vi
Phap su da trai qua not dém va rang sang ngay hom sau trong cai kho da bi
pha nét, noi tredc doé chi vai gio dong ho, Flamel va cap sinh déi da an nap.
Co6 tiéng mdy cai may bay truc thang rén ri phia trén, va canh sat, va coi
bao dong cling lam ndo dong ca khu A344 gan dé6. Khi cong viéc cia canh
sat hoan tat vao dau gio chiéu, Dee rgi nha kho va bat dau di bo vé phia
London. Phia dwdi ao khoac ctua 6ng, dwgc boc trong md vai rach la mot
thanh kiém d4, tirng c6 Iic 1a hai thanh kiém la Clarent va Excalibur. N6 va
manh vao da thit 6ng giéng nhw mat trai tim dang dap vay. Chang hé co6 xe
cd qua lai trén con dwong qué nho hep nay. Vira lic 6ng bat dau nghi dén
viéc cudp mot cai xe ¢ thanh phd hay ngoi lang ké tiép, mot vi cha xit 16n
tudi trén chiéc xe Morris Minor da kha c6 ngirng lai va cho 6ng qua giang.
“Ong may min gip duoc t6i day,” cha xit néi bing giong Welsh ré re.
“Chang may nguwoi dung con dwong nay nita, mot khi da c6 xa 10 & gan
day.” “Xe cua toi bi hw, va t6i phai tréd vé London dé tham dy mot cude
hop,” Dee néi. “T6i bi lac,” 6ng thém vao, c6 tinh dbi giong cta 6ng cho
giong v6i nguoi ké bén. “T6i c6 thé dwa 6ng di. Rat vui vi c6 ban dong
hanh.” Cha xt thtra nhan. “ T6i van dang nghe radio — chi toan néi vé de
doa an ninh lam t6i that sy bat an.” “Chuyén gi vay?” Dee héi, c6 giit cho
giong minh ty nhién. “T6i nghi c6 kha nhiéu chuyén véi bén canh sat.”
“Ntta ngay roi 6ng ¢ dau vay?” Cha x& hoi v6i mot nu cuwdi lam dich
chuyén may cai rang gia ctia 6ng.

“T6i ban lam,” Dee ndi. “Gap god vai nguwoi ban cii; ching téi c6 rat nhiéu
chuyén dé lam.” “Vay thi 6ng 16 cudc vui roi...” Dee c6 khong biéu thi
cadm xuc gi ca. “Bén an ninh da dong ctta toan thanh ph6 hoi hém qua. BBC
dwa tin bon khing b6 tirng hoat dong & Paris nay da dén London.” Nam
chic tay 14i. Ong liéc nhin vi khach cta minh. “Ma 6ng c6 biét chuyén &
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Paris khong day?” “T6i c6 doc r6i.” vi Phap sw 1am bam, khong biét la
minh dang lac dau. Machiavelli kiém soét ca Paris — lam sao hat c6 thé dé
Flamel va cdp sinh doi tron thoat dugc chit? “Bay gid that lam chuyén nguy
hiém.” “That vay,” Dee dap. “Nhung ong cling chd mudn tin vao moi thit
canh nha bao néi dau,” 6ng no6i thém. Nhiéu tram kiém soat dugc dwng 1én
trén tat ca cac con duong chinh dan vao thu do, nhung canh sat hiém khi
nao dé mat dén cai xe co 16 dang chd hai nguoi dan 6ng nay. Cha xi¢ tha
Dee & Mayfair, trung tam thanh pho, va tién si di bo vé phia ga Grenn Park.
Ong bt chuyén tau vé Jubilee Line, di thing dén Canary Wharf, tru s& tai
Anh cta cong ty Enoch. Tién si dang tham gia vao mot canh bac khé. Chu
nhan Elder cta ong cé thé da kiém soat toa nha, nhung Dee hy vong moi
nguwoi déu nghi ong da cao chay xa bay va khéng ngu ngoc téi dé quay tré
Vé tru s& cia minh. Bi mat di vao bang gara ¢ tang ngam, 6ng di thang 1én
van phong & dinh toa nha, tdm tap trong nha tam sang trong ctia minh, got
rita moi bui ban va rac rudi cua vai gio qua. Nudc néng lam diu con dau &
vai phdi,, von lam o6ng phai chuyén dong that can than. Josh da ném lai
thanh Clarent trong tran chién & nha kho, du Dee da xoay s@ bién luong
dién thanh mét cai khién che chan minh khéi thanh gwom dé, sitc manh cta
cti ném van 1am 6ng ngd xuéng. Ong nghi minh da bi trat vai; chi dén khi
ong nhan ra vai minh sung tdy lén chit chwa bi gay, diéu lam 6ng cam thay
that may man. That ra vai c6 gay cling khong hé gi — 6ng c6 thé dung mot it
luéng dién dé chita lanh ngay lap titc, nhung né sé thu thu hit cac Elder
den toi va bon tay sai cia ho. Phay sw thay m6t b d6 mdi, mot chiéc ao
khodc mau xanh tham, mot chiéc 4o so mi cling mau xanh to6i vdi ca vat
hoa tiét hinh hoa hué tdy vang cta truong St. John, Cambridge. Trong khi
chd @m nuwéc trong can phong bép bé ti dun soi nwéc dé pha tra, Dee 16i hét
nhitng dong bang anh, euro va dolla tir két sat vao mot cai that lwng dwng
tién 6ng deo quanh minh, an dwdi 16p do. C6 hang ta cac loai h6 chiéu dudi
nhiéu cai tén ¢ dang sau cai két sat. Dee nhoi ching hét vao céac tii 4o
khoac. Ong da thu thap ho chiéu trong nhidu ndm va sé& khong bé chiing
bay gid. Am nuéc da soi, phap s lam cho minh mét céc Earl Gray. Nham
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nhap hwong thom cua tra, cudi cung ong dé mat tdi cai boc rach nat dat trén
ban. Mot nu

cwdi nd trén moi ong. Ong c6 thé thua trdn, nhung 6ng chic chin 1a ngudi
gianh dugc phan thudng tuyét voi nhat. Clarent va Excalibur. Cung nhau.
HOm qua, 6ng nang chdng trén tay va nhin hai thanh kiém hgp lai thanh
mot cay kiém da duy nhat. Tham chi ti phia bén kia can phong, Dee c6 thé
cam thay dwgc sitc manh tir cai vat kia dang phat ra thanh nhitng lan séng
dai va cham. Néu 6ng gidam b6t vong bao vé, 6ng con nghe dugc nhitng 10i
ggi y tir nhitng suy nghi dang tham thi bang v6 s6 cac loai ngén ngit ma
ong chi biét mat dugc mot vai ma thoi. Dot nhién 6ng nhan ra — gan nhw
cung lic vai sy kinh ngac — rang cudi cung, sau ca cudc doi tim kiém, cudi
cung 6ng da tim thdy bon Thanh kiém sitc manh c6 dai. Hai cai — Durendal
va Joyeuse — dang dwgc cat gidu tai nha riéng cta 6ng & San Francisco, va
hai cai con lai dang hién dién trén chiéc ban treéc mat ong... hay bay gio
da thanh m6t? Va chuyén gi sé xay ra, ong tw héi, néu 6ng dwa thanh kiém
nay hdi ngd hai thanh kiém da kia? Va tai sao ching chwa bao gid két hop
lai co chit? Ching da ¢ canh nhau hang thé ky nay r6i. Tién si danh thoi
gian dé dung not tra, binh tam lai va dwng céac loai rao chan bao vé trong
can phong trudc khi 6ng tiép can cai boc va mé n6 ra. Mot s6 phap su dung
su két hgp cua ngdn tr — bua chi va phép thuat — dé bao vé luong suy nghi
cta ho, nhung Dee st dung loai ¢6 nhat trong cac tiéng dong ma thuat: am
nhac. Nhin cham cham vao chiéc ban, 6ng bat dau ngam nga bai
“Greensleeves,” bai hat wa thich cia ni* hoang Elizabeth dé nhat. N hoang
tin rang cha ctia ba, vua Henry VIII da viét bai hat nay cho me ba, Anne
Boleyn. Nhung Dee biét khong phai thé, mac du 6ng chwa bao gio c6 gan
néi vdi ba. Du sao di nita, am diéu don gidn va nhac diéu c6 xwa ctia bai hat
da tao nén mot loai bua chii bao vé hoan hdo. Vira lam nham tirng chit mot,
ong vtra tién lai chiéc ban. “Alas, my love, ye do me wrong to cast me off
discourteously ...” Nhitng ngén tay cua 6ng run ray khi 6ng can than béc
16p vai xam ban thiu tir cai nha kho da bi pha hay, lam 16 ra cai vat ma né
dang che dau. “And I have loved you so long, delighting in your companie
...” Nam trén chiéc ban cam thach den bong la mdt trong nhitng vat c6 xua
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nhat hanh tinh. N6 giéng nhw bat ky thanh kiém bang da nao, nhung khéng
phai, n6 c6 rat rat rat nhiéu diéu hon thé. Nguoi ta no6i rang cap vii khi song
sinh nay con xuat hién truedc ca cac Elder va thatm chi cac Archons, thudc
vé Thoi Treede Thoi Gian bi an. N6i tiéng hon, vua Arthus titng mang thanh
Excalibur, va Mordred, con trai 6ng, da giét ong bang thanh Clarent, nhung
Nha vua va Ké hén nhat chi la hai trong s6 hang thé hé cac anh hung va ban
thd ac titng nam gitt nhitng thanh kiém nay, trong cac s kién lich s, dién
ra doc lap hodc lién quan tGi nhau trong lich st trai dat. “Greensleeves was
all my joy, Greensleeves was my delight, Greensleeves was my heart of
gold ...”

Khong thé tin dugc cudi cung 6ng da tim thay doi thu cta thanh Excalibur.
Ntra thé ky truwéc, khi vua Henry VIII tri vi nwGc Anh, Dee da bat dau truy
tim thanh Kiém Lira huyén thoai. “I have been readie at your hand, to grant
what ever you would crave ...” Hit mot hoi that sdu, tién si nhac thanh
kiém 1én. Du chi nhinh hon 20 inch mot ty, thanh kiém kha la nang. LuGi
va can kiém twong doi tron lang trong giong nhw thé dugce cham ra tir mot
khoi da granite 6ng anh. Gidy phit nhitng ngon tay cham vao 16p da am ap,
sttc manh tir thanh kiém quét 1én nguwdi ong. Tiéng noi cua sy gian dir.
Tiéng la cua noi khiép sg. Tiéng khoc cta nhitng dau thwong. Dee chot
rung minh khi nhitng am thanh doi 1én trong dau 6ng, de doa 14n &t ca tam
tri ong. Giong hat ctia 6ng yéu dan. “I ... I have waged life and ... and
land, your love and ...and good will for to have ...” Thanh kiém that manh
mé, qua manh mé, dugc pha trong hang loat nhitng truyén thuyét va bi an.
Hom qua, khi Gilgamesh nhin thay thanh kiém, ldo da dwa ra nhitng 15i tién
doan c6 xwa — Hai ma la mot, mot 1a tat ca — dé miéu ta né. Dee luén nghi
rang 10i tiéen doan 4y noéi vé cdp song sinh nhung gio thi 6ng khong dam
chac nita. “Greensleeves, now farewell adieu ...” That ra thi, 6ng chang
con dam chac vé bat ki diéu gi nita. Trong vai ngay qua, cd cudc doi ong,
ca thé gidi cta 6ng, da thay doi. Va tat cad déu do Flamel va cdp song sinh
ma ra. Ching bién 6ng thanh ké ngdc va dwa 6ng vao vong nguy hiém.
Nhitng ngén tay ngan ngu cua Dee vuot doc theo chiéu dai cta 16p da am
ap. Nhitng bi mat dwgc tham thi... Nhitng 16i hita mo ho... Loi goi y cua
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nhitng kién thitc c6 xwa, nhitng truyén thuuyét bi an... Dee giat tay ra va
nhitng giong noi cling xa dan trong tiém thitc 6ng. P6i mdi méng dinh cta
ong lai nd@ mot nu cwdi doc ac; thanh kiém nay c6 thé la suw cttu roi cho
minh. Cac Elder den t6i s& trd mot cai gid hoi cho loai vii khi ndy. Ong tw
héi cé khi nao n6 con dang gia hon cudc song bat tir ctia 6ng. Dién thoai
tién si dot nhién reo lén va rung ban bat trong tdi do, lam cho ong giat
minh. Tranh xa thanh kiém dang nam trén ban, ong lay dién thoai ra va
nhin vao man hinh bi m& nhitng dau van tay. Ong nghi s& nhin thdy s6 dién
thoai dai vo tan cua chu nhan Elder, nhung n6 lai hién ra dong chit Han
ché. Mat mot lic, ong dinh sé khong tra 10i, nhung roi tinh to mo — ludn la
diém manh nhat va yéu nhat cta 6ng — da chién thang va 6ng nhan nut Tra
10i. “Nhan ra giong t6i chit?” Tién si John Dee chdp mat kinh ngac.

Giong noéi & dau day bén kia la cua Niccoldo Machiavelli, ngwoi da di dén
San Francisco. “C06”, ong tra 10i than trong”

“Pay von la dwong day mat, nhung ong biét khau hiéu cua t6i roi day...
khong tin ai ca.” “Khau hiéu hay day.” Dee 1am nham. “T6i thdy 6ng van
chwa chét.” “Chac vay.” Tién si nhanh chéng budc t6i man hinh bao vé va
m& 1én, bat nhanh qua tt ca cac kénh. Ong nghi day 1a mot cai bay: C6 thé
Machiavelli n6i chuyén véi ong, lam 6ng xao nhang, trong khi toa nha nay
dang bi bao vay. Nhung toan bd cac van phong va hanh lanh déu trong
khong con cho gwri xe thi chang c6 bong nao. “Sao 6ng lai goi cho t6i?”
Ong héi. “Dé canh bao 6ng.” “Canh bao t6i!” Du di trdi qua hang nghin thé
ky, ong van khong thé giau dugc su kinh ngac trong giong minh. “Vai phut
trwdc day, cac tin nhan da di qua Xibalba va dén cac veong qudc Bong toi.
Ong biét thé nghia 1a gi khong?” Bat giac, Dee gat dau. “Xibalba?” Ong
héi. O bén kia cia trdi dat, giong ctia Machiavelli gdp gdp hon. “Phai,
Pudng giao nhau, Chon Hoang sg. La mdt trong nhitng Vuong quoc Bong
t0i c6 xwa.” “Toi biét r6i,” Dee dap coc 16c. “Nit than qua Morrigan tirng
dwa toi dén dé trong lan bau Gido Hoang gan nhat. (??? The Great
Conclave.) “Ong da & d6?” Machiavelli thét 1én kinh ngac. “Phai.” Xibalba
la viing dat noi cac Elder va Elder Den t6i ti khap cac vivong quoc bong toi
gdp gd nhau. Dee la mot trong s6 rat it con nguwoi dém dugce trén dau ngén
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tay tiing c6 mat tai d6. Ong tham chi con chon mui vi dic trung cta ludng
dién minh cho phu hgp v6i mui Sunphuaric kho chiu cia noi nay. Néu cac
Elder den t6i giri tin nhan qua Xibalba, nghia la ho mu6n tat ca cac vuong
quoc Béng t6i, du xa x6i nhat cling nhan dwgc ménh 1énh cta ho. “Toi da
dwgc phan xét?” Phap suw hoi. Tw céi két tham bai, chac chan midc an t&
hinh da giang xudng ong va cac chu nhan Elder den tdi ctia 6ng cling sé tim
duge 6ng du 6ng & vuong qudc Bong t6i nao. Ong da bi méc ket trén trai
dat. Quay g6t khéi man hinh, Dee li€c nhin dnh phan chiéu ctia minh trong
guong: 6ng thdy minh chang khac gi mdot cai xac chét. “Phat xét va quyét
dinh c6 t9i.” Dee gat dau, khong néi gi ca. Ong da phuc vu chti nhan Elder
clia minh ca mot doi, va gio day ho quy toi chét cho 6ng. “Ong con nghe
toi khong day?” Machiavelli gat. “T6i van dang nghe day,” Dee dap nhe
nhang. Mot con mét méi dang 1én, 6ng phai dwa minh vao twong. Pau day
t* bén My nd 16p bop: “Tat ca thé hé nhitng nguwdi bat tr ké tiép 6ng goi
dén London dé san tim Nicholas Flamel va cap song sinh gio sé chuyén
muc tiéu sang 6ng... dac biét khi phan thuwéng cho ho néu tim thdy ong
dwgc gdp d6i mitc cia Nha gia kim.” “T6i khong chac minh c6 nén thdy sg
khong nita.” “C6 mdt khac biét.” BPuong day 16p bop mot lan nita va giong
ctia Machiavelli nghe ltic duwgc lic mat. “ Chua nhan cta ching ta chap nhan
Flamel song hodc chét, nhung ho muén 6ng con song. Ho néi rat rd vé diéu
nay: Bat ky ai giét 6ng sé chiu mot s6 phan thé tham.”

Dee rung minh. Ong biét chti nhan muén 6ng con song dé ho cé thé 1ay di
si bat tir cia ong, chitng kién tan mat sy l1ao hdéa ctia 6ng, va roéi lai lam ong
bat tir. Ong s& phai chiu 161 nguyén mai mai 1a mot con ngudi rat rat gia
l30. “Sao dng biét dieu nay?” Ong héi. Giong Machiavelli nhé dan, 6ng thi
tham, “Tay cOng sy nguwoi My cua toi lién lac dugc v6i cht nhan cta han.”
“Va tai sao 6ng lai néi véi t6i?” “Bai vi, giong nhw 6ng. Toi cling da that
bai nhiém vu ctia minh.” Machiavelli néi gap gap. “Perenelle da tron thoat
khoi ddo. That ra, chinh t6i dang bi mac ket & Alcatraz.” Dee khong thé
kim nén mot nu cuwdi théa thué, nhung ong c6 gang gitt cho khéng bat
thanh tiéng. “Co6 1é da dén lic 6ng va toi can twong trg nhau, tién si.”
Machiavelli tiép tuc. “Ké thu ctia ké thu chinh 1a ban ta.” Dee dap, dung
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mot cau noéi tir xwa. “Chinh x4c. Tién si, da dén lic 6ng phai chay di, phai
tron. Cha nhan 6ng da cho tuyén 6ng la mot utlaga.” Buong day dot nhién
bi cat. Dee cham rai bé dién thoai vao tii 4o va nhin vao gwong lan cudi.
Ong 1a utlaga, tén bi truy nd, ké séng ngoai vong phap luat. R6i 6ng cudi
16n: sinh vat cudi cung cac Elder tuyén bo la utlaga chinh l1a Elder Mars
Ultor.

Chap 7

Khi Josh 1é buéc vao nha, di Agnes dang dirng & ctra vao, khuon mat nho
thd ctia ba cau c6 hét co va doi m6i méng da bién mat hoan toan: “Chéau
ném dién thoai trén san réi xéng ra khoi nha,” ba tré nén cau ban sau moi
buwdc di. “Di muoén mét 10i gidi thich, chang trai tré.” “Chau khong co.
Sophie da...” Cau ngap ngirng. “Sophie da goi cho chau.” “Khong nhat
thiét phai ném dién thoai trén san chit.” “Xin 16i di.” Josh th& dai, quyét
dinh sé khong néi bat ki diéu gi nita. Cau dang lo lang cho chi minh; nghe
ba di can nhan sé la diéu cudi cung cau lya chon phéi lam lic nay. “ Goi
dién ton tién lam...” Josh ngat 16i. “ Chau sé goi dién cho bo ngay.” “Bo6
chau di r6i. Buwong truyén dé té — r6i con rat nhiéu chuyén t6i hon nita xay
ra khi chau bo dién thoai lai,” ba néi them. “N6 noi n6 sé goi lai sau. Me
chau thi n6i l1a ca hai dita khong dugc roi khoi nha cho dén khi me chau noi
chuyén véi ca hai. Phai néi la me chau khong hé vui ti naovéi ca hai dira
dau nhé,” di Agnes bao truwdc. “Chac chan r6i,” Josh 1dm bam. Cau bang
qua hanh lang, tim dén ché cau thang. “Ma chi chau dau r6i nhi?” Di Agnes
héi. “Chau khong biét.” Josh trd 10i thanh thyc. Ngwoi phu nit gia khoanh
tay, liéc mét nhin Josh. “Y chau 1a né bé di ma khong thém chao tam biét ta
hay sao?” “Chac c6 chuyén gi do6 quan trong.” Josh néi, rdng md& miéng
cwoi du trong long cau thi dang héo queo. “Ta that chang hiéu noi chuyén
gi voi hai dita nita.” Di Agness cau nhau. “Bién mat dén vai ngay...tham
chi chang bu6n goi dién...Bon tré ngay nay chang c6 chut lé do...”

Josh bat dau treo 1én lau. “Chau dang di dau vay?” “Vé phong chau,” Josh
néi. Cau biét minh can tranh xa ba di nay trwdc khi cau kip lam chuyén gi
dé dang tiéc xdy ra. “C& & do di, cau tré. Ta linh cdm hai dira sé€ bi cdm tic
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lau day. Can phdi day lai cho ching bay céach ton trong ngudi 16n théi.”
Josh c6 gang phdét 16 ba di di, ciu tiép tuc vé phong va dong canh ctra sau
lung lai. Tha ngudi 1én chiéc givong go mat lanh, cdu nham mat, hit mét
hoi that sdu va c6 gang kim lai con buon non trong bung. Sophie bién mat
r6i. Chi dy dang gdp nguy hiém. Aoife v&i chi gai minh. Cau khong hiéu tai
sao — nhung cau biét chuyén sé khong tot dep gi dau. Aoife c6 thé lam cho
cac Elders den t6i khong nhi? Tai sao c6 ta lai bat Sophie —va tai sao c0 alai
tron chay cau? Du hoang sg va da kiét sitc, Josh khong thé ngan mot nu
cuoi toe toét trén moi. Khi cau chay ra ngoai, Aoifechang té ra sg hai gi c3,
co ta trong rat ngao man, va khi cdu doi chi gai minh, c6 ta cling nhanh
chong tir chdi. Nhung cé diéu gi do da lam cho & ma ca réng run sg. Co 1€
vi dong dién cau kich hoat da tao thanh mot 16p 4o giap vang bao 14y co thé
cau. Josh gio hai tay minh lén r6i nhin vao ching. Chi con lai thit va
mau,lép da & long ban tay bi xay xat va tham tim va cho cau bi nga, cac
mong tay bi stit ra va ban thiu. Vay ma cach dé chwa lau doi ban tay nay da
duwgc bao boc bang mét doi gang bang vang. Josh cé thé nhd ro lic vang
chdy xudng doi ban tay cau, boc lay hai nita cai cay di bo, r6i bién ching
thanh hai thanh kim loai hoan chinh. Khi cau dap vao chiéc xe, cac 16p kinh
va thép déu bi gay v& khong chiit khoé khan gi. Nhung khoanh khac khi cau
ném cay gay tu phia sau xe, do da roi xa canh tay cua Josh, cay gay lai tr&@
veé la khic go binh thwong. Josh dot nhién nhé lai cau chuyén than thoai Hy
Lap vé vua Midas. Moi thi cau cham vao sé tr@ thanh vang.Cé 1é vi vua
nay ciing s& hitu luén dién vang. R6i nu cuwdi cia Josh nhat dan di. Cau da
mat chi gai minh. L& ra cau phai tiép tuc chay; biét dau cau sé bat kip chiéc
xe. C6 18, néu bang cach nao d6 cau co thé tap trung dong dién ctia minh,
cau c6 thé lam dwoc diéu gi do...du cau cling khong chac né la cai gi. Cau
sé di tim Sophie, Josh ti nha. Khé cii ngwoi, Josh 16i cai bal6 tir dudi gam
giwvong. Sau do, cau dirng day va md ngan kéo, 16i ra mot m@ quan ao va
tong ching vao balo: tat, do 16t, quan jeans va vai cdi do thun. Cau cdi bé
b6 quan 4o cau ban van madc tir khi con & Paris, trat hét vao cai gié may &
cudi giwvong va trong vao bo canh méi. Truede khi mac cai 4o thun kiéu tw
nhitng nam 49, Josh g& cai tii vai deo quanh c6 va ngo6i xudng mép giwong.
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Cau ma& cai tui, li€c nhin vao phia trong. Cé hai trang sach cau da xé tw
cudn Codex tuan tredc. Theo nha Gia Kim, chiing chitng dung 10i triéu hoi
cudi cung, cai ma Dee can dé dwa cac Elders den t6i trd lai Trai Dat.

Josh gitt hai to gidy, dé ching Ién phan giwvong bén canh minh. Sau do, cau
x€p chung lai canh nhau. Chiing chi rong chirng 6 inch, dai chitng 9 inch va
trong nhw thé duge lam tir vé cdy ép véi xo 1. Lan cudi cung cau that sy
nhin thay hai trang gidy nay la khi dang & trén san cua hiéu sach da bi pha
hiy. Ca cau va chi gai déu da bi choang vang va boi roi vi moi thit minh
vtra chitng kién. Khi Josh nhin lai hai to gidy mot lan nita, cdu dam thé la
cac chir dang di chuyén, nhung gio thi hét r6i. Ca hai trang gidy déu dac kin
nhitng chi viét lam nham & hai mat. Josh da tirng thay nhitng hinh khac
twong tu trén cac thit do khéao c6 trong van phong cta bd minh, va cau kha
chdc 1a nhitng chi nay rat giong ctia nguwoi Sumer. Mot 14 thw —cdu nghi
ban dau rat c6 thé day la mot 1a thv — véi nhitng mau vang va dé rat song
dong, trong khi phan con lai dugc viét bang muc den nhuwng van giir
nguyén nét sac sao du da trdi qua khong biét bao nhiéu thé ky. Chon lay
mot trang, Josh dwa no ra 4nh sang. Chép mat day kinh ngac. Nhitng con
chir dang di chuyén. Ching bo cham cham, d6i ché v6i nhau trén trang
gidy, tao thanh nhitng nhirng tir, nhitng cau, nhitng doan mé&i bang v6 s6
thi tiéng. M6t vai ky tw Josh c6 thé nhan ra duge — Josh nhan thdy cé nhiéu
chit twgng hinh va chitr Run, cau tham chi cé thé chi ra vai ky tw Hy Lap
nita, nhung phan déng con lai thi la hoac. Mdt cum ttr bang tiéng Latin dap
vao mat cau: magnum opus.Nghia cta n6 la “cong viéc tot dep”. Josh do
theo nhitng chit nay bang ngén tré...va cai phat ma tay cau cham vao mat
gidy, mOt sitc nong bung phat trong co thé ciu, con ngoén tay cau bat dau
toa ra lan khoi mau cam dm ap. Sau do, Josh nhan ra trong khi tit cd nhitng
ky tuw khac bao quanh cum tit don gidn nay c lién tuc thay doi thanh nhitng
10i 1€ va ngbén ngi* khac nhau, mwoi chit cai bén dudi ngén tay cau van
khong hé di chuyén. Josh thit nhac tay ra, dong chit vut bién mat. Cau lai
thir cham tat cd ngén tay minh lén trang gidy, ky la thay tat ca cac cau chir
nging di chuyén, tao thanh nhitng cau chi¥ hoan chinh dwdi da thit cau.
Josh wéc sao c6 bo me minh & day: ho chac chan sé dich dugc nhitng ngon
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ngilt c6 nay. Mot s6 doan dwgc viét bang tiéng Hi Lap va Latin rai rac trong
trang gidy, ngoai ra con c6 chit twong hinh Ai cap va mot vai loai chit co
trong diéu khac ctia ngwdi Maya. Ghi nhé 10i canh bao caa Flamel vé viéc
stt dung luéng dién, Josh can than nhdc tay minh 1én va cac con chit lai tr&
vé la mot mé hon don. Bo hai to gidy trd vao cdi tii dugc may bang tay,
Josh deo cai tii quanh c¢6 minh. Hoi am lai tr& vé véi da thit cau. Cau
khong dam chac minh vira phat hién ra cai gi, nhung cau nhé lai khi Flamel
cham vao t& gidy tuan trude do, nhitng con chitr van khong hé dirng dudi
tay ong. Josh ndam céac ngén tay lai: phai c6 gi do lién quan tdi luong dién
ctia cau. Cau da vang doéi giay da héng cia minh vao gam giwdng roi mé tu
va 16i ra mot do6i giay 6ng dé di bd cau da dung khi leo ndi v6i bé minh.
Quang cai balo 1én lung, Josh ép chat tai vao ctra phong va lang nghe cham
chu.

Cau c6 thé nghe thady tiéng ba di trong bép...roi tiéng nuwdc soi réo trong
noi...ctra ti lanh mé...tiéng va cham ctia mot cai muong vaéi cai coc sit...
radio dang chuyén sang kénh NPR. Josh 16 dau ra ngoai. Bép nam & cudi
nha. Cau chang cach nao cé thé nghe thay nhitng thit tiéng ban ndy. Roi cau
nhan ra mot lan khoi mong manh mau vang dang cudn tron trong ban tay
minh. Puva tay vao sat mat, Josh xem xét chitng cit 16 rang nhat vé luéng
dién cia minh. Trong né giong nhw da kho cau da thdy ¢ 16p Hoéa hoc,
ngoai trit viéc ¢ mau vang nhat va mui vi kha giong cam. Thinh linh, lan
kh6i méng manh ay lan mat tam vao ban tay Josh. Cau siét chdt cac ngon
tay. Josh titng chitng kién Sophie tao ra mdt doi gang tay bac, va & ngoai
dwong, chi vai phit trede do, mot doi gang tay twong ty bang vang da xuat
hién vGi cau du ban than cau thdm chi con khong nghi vé nd. Nhung
chuyén gi sé xdy ra néu cau that cham chui nhin vao ban tay trai dugc boc
trong mot cai gang tay kim loai? Dot nhién, lan da Josh sang 1én, mot thw
anh sang tinh khiét. Cau cam thay c6 mdt chiéc gang tay dang nhe nhang
boc lay tay minh. Josh nhan ra mot céi gang tay bang kim loai dan xut
hién, dau ngon tay xuat hién nhitng cai méng tay bang vang. Josh thit nam
chat tay mot lan nita. Chiéc gang cling nam chat lai, kém theo do la tiéng
dong cua kim loai va cham nhau. “Josh Newman!” Gigng cua di Agnes @
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bén kia canh ctta lam Josh nhay dung 1én. Cau da qua tap trung vao viéc tao
ra chiéc gang dén noi khong nghe tiéng ba di 1én lau. Dong dién cta cau
yéu dan, chiéc gang ciing tan ra theo lan khoéi vang. Di Agnes dap ctra thinh
thich: “Chau c6 nghe ta goi khong?” Josh thd dai. “Khong a.” Cau thanh
that trd 16i. “Hirm. Ta da pha chut tra. Mau xu6ng day truéc khi chau bi
cam lanh.” Ba ngtrng lai roi néi thém, “ Ta cling vira lam it banh x6p sang
nay.” “Tuyét.” Bung ctia Josh réo am lén; di Agnes rat giéi lam banh xop.
“Chau dang thay do. Chau sé xuong ngay.” Josh chd dén khi cdu nghe thay
ba di 1é buéc di, d6i giay d€ mong ctia ba co vao tdm tham. Cau nhin tay
minh 1an nita va nd@ mot nu cuwdi toe khi mot y nghi chot dén. Néu cau c6
thé kiém soat duwgc dong dién ma khong can ai huan luyén, chac han cau
phai manh hon Sophie roi. Khoac bal6 1én vai, Josh dich ra m@& ctra va lang
nghe bang cac giac quan dugc danh thitc. Cau c6 thé nghe duwgce ba di dang
rét tra ti* mot cai binh, c6 thé ngri thady mui ciia moén tra den va bot nhoi.
Bung Josh lai biéu tinh va cdu cam thdy miéng minh toan la nwéc bot; cau
gan nht ném dwgc mén banh kem. Cau tw hoi néu cau co thé dirng lai chi
mot.... Nhung vay nghia la cau phéi néi chuyén vGi di Agnes, va ba sé
gang hoi tat ca moi diéu vé nhitng ngay qua. Ma cau lai chang c6 nhiéu thoi
gian dén thé. Josh budc nhe xudng lau, hé m@ ctra trwdc va 1én ra ngoai
trong cai lanh budi sang & San Francisco. “Xin 16i di.” Cau lam bam, déng
canh cwra that ém phia sau minh. Ba

sé phat dién 1én néu biét cau da boé di. Ba c6 thé goi cho bé me cau, va cau
cling khong biét phai giai thich sao cho ho nita. Cau chibiétmot diéu: cau sé
khong tré vé can nha & Pacific Heights ma khong cé Sophie.

Hét Chap

Chap 8

Agnes nghe tiéng ctrta dong, ba rdo buéc ra khéi nha bép. Chdp matnhin
canh ctra, ba hoi nghiéng dau sang mot bén nghe ngéng. “Josh?” Ba goi.
Can nha im ang. “Josh?” Ba lai goi, giong lac di. “Thang bé dau r6i?” ba
lam bam. “Josh Newman, xudng day ngay lap tirc!” Ba la 1én. Van khong
c6 tiéng trd 10i. Lac lac dau, ba lao chuan bi leo 1én lau thi c6 cai gi d6 gam
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lay dép ba. Ba cti nguwdi dé bo no ra khoi tham. La mét dong bun da kho
ctrng lai. Agness liéc nhin cac bac thang. Ching tirng sach bong khi ba
bwdc xudng chi vai phit treéc, vy ma gio, toan b cau thang 1én lau hai
chi toan nhitng bun la bun. C6 ai d6 da theo ba xuéng nha,mang mot doi
b6t cii dinh day bun. Ngoanh dau lai, ba nhin theo cac vé bun dan thang 1én
canh ctta. “Josh Newman,” ba tham thi, rt nhé. “Chau lam gi vay ne?” Noi
16i, di Agnes c0 leo l1én lau nhanh hét mitc ma cac khép xwong gia yéu caa
ba cho phép. Ba md& toang cira vao phong, chang buén go ctta. Mat ba chua
y ngay dén dong quan 4o ban quang trong chiéc gié va doi giay ciling do
khong kém bi thdy dudi gam giwong. Ba mé ti quan ao, khoang dung doéi
giay di bo trong khong. Ping gitta can phong, di Agness tr t* quay lai,
nhan thay c6 diéu gi dé khac la trong khong khi. Cac gidc quan cua ba
khong con nhay bén nhuw ngay xwa, tudi gia da cuwdp di thi luc va thinh lyc
sac sdo cua ba, nhung khwéu giac clia ba van con tot 1am. Khong khi kho
hanh trong phong tran ngdp mui thom cta cam. Ba lao thé dai, moi chiéc
dién thoai trong tdi ra. Ba chang trénh mong gi sé ké cho Richard va Sara
Newman dam tré nha ho da bién mat. Mot lan nita. Thanh ra ba lai 1a ngwoi
bado mau cuia chiing!

Chap 9

“O dau ciing thdy mui hoi théi ctia Dee”, Perenelle phan nan. Ba da thay
mot bo d6 mdi: Quan jeans bac mau, mot cai 4o so mi théu ti Ai cap va
mot doi ing duwgce lam bang tay cho riéng ba tir nhitng nam 1901 & New
York. Mai t6c con am cta ba da dwoc tét thanh mét bim day. Nhac mot
chiéc 4o len 16ng ctru tir ngan kéo, ba 4p né vao mat va hit mot hoi that sau.
“Um! Mui tritng théi.” Nicholas gt dau. Ong ciing da thay déi y phuc,
chuyén sang mot sw két hop rat thwong thay 1a quan jean den va o thun.
Chiéc 4o nay c6 biéu twgngDark Side of the Mooné trivéc nguwe. Tat ca cac
moi thit dang muc nat dan.” Néi roi 6ng cam mot

cai 4o thun nhudém mau xau xi. Nammoc da kip bao phu ca chiéc do, va gan
nhw nita phan dwdi cia né da bi twa ra chi con la nhitng sgi chi quan queo.
Mac du 6ng chi cam 1én xem xét, mot bén vai do da bi rdch mat. “ Anh mua
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né & Woodstock ddy.” Ong than. “Khéng phai.” Perenelle stta lai. “Anh
mua né & mot ctira hang do cii tai Pai 16 Ventura cach day muwoi nam.” “A.”
Nicholas cam chiéc 4o bi héng 1én mot lan nita. “Em chac ch&?” “Chac
chan. Anh chuwa hé t6i Woodstock.” “Khong sao?” Nicholas ngac nhién.
“Anh khong di vi Jethro Tull quyét dinh khong di con Joni Mitchell thi
nguoc lai. Anh néi nhw vay phi thoi gio 1am.” Perenelle mim cwdi. Ba dang
ban ron véi may cai khéa & chan giwong. “That ra, anh néi dé dén vai lan
dy ch.” “Vay chidc anh nham lan gi d6.” Ong nhin quanh phong ngu va
dan buéc 1én san phong. “Anh nghi ching ta khéng nén & day lau. San
phong c6 thé bi sap bat ky lic nao.” “Mot chut nita théi.” Chiéc khéa bé
bang ban tay mé ra va Perenelle m& nap. Mui thoang thodng ctia hoa hong
va cac loai gia vi ki la tran ngap khong khi. Nicholas t6i bén vg minh va
quan sat trong khi ba can than bé 16p hoa hong pha 1én 16p da bén duéi. «
Anh c6 nhé lan cudi ta dong chiéc hop nay khong?” Ba héi khé, v6 tinh
chuyén sang tiéng Phap. o, ngudi ban cii cta ta.” Ba lam nham. Nicholas
rung minh. “Thi¢ d6 dang tdm.” “A ha, nhung né di citu mang ching ta
hon mat 1an r6i.” Perenelle noéi, quan cai roi quanh eo minh, sgi roi cuon
tron ngoai chiéc quan jeans trong giéng nhw mot cai dai vay. Phan can cua
né thi nam doc chan phdi cta ba. “Né dwgc lam tir nhitng con ran trén dau
Medusa,” Nicholas nhac nhé. “Em con nhé hom do chiing ta suyt chét nhw
thé nao khéng?” “Vé co ban thi, ching ta khéng chét duwgc,” Perenelle néi.
“A chi dong citng ludn dién cta chdng ta...” “... roi bién ta thanh d4,”
Nicholas néi n6t. “Du sao thi,” Perenelle cwdi tioi, vo nhe vao chiéc hop
g0, “ ching ta da ldy dwoc th ta muon, va ciing dang xem bd mat cia
Gorgon khi ta tron thoat lam chit.” Cham vao chiéc rwong, ba lai kéo ra mot
cai hop khac. “Céi nay la ctia anh.” Nicholas cha ban tay dot nhién wét dam
ctia 6ng vao quan. Khong hé buwéc t6i 1ay chiéc hop tiv vo minh, 6ng khé
héi : “Perry, em chac ch?” B6i mat xanh cda nit phu thuy tré anh 1én sy
cting ran. “Chac vé chuyén gi a?” Ba dap 10i. Ba buéc di that duyén dang,
chiéc hop go dugc nang niu trong canh tay ba. “Chac vé chuyén gi?” ba lai
héi, sy titc gian hién 16 trong giong ndi. “Ching ta dang cho dgi diéu gi,
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Nicholas Ching ta da doi qua lau va bay gio ching ta chang con nhiéu thoi
gian nita. Chung ta chi c6 thé song dwgc vai tuan nita thoi...”

“Pirng noi vay,” Ong nhanh chéng déap 15i. “Tai sao khong? N6 1a sy that.
Néu em song s6t dwgc sau anh mot tuan hay muwoi ngay,vay da 1a may man
r6i. Nhung anh cé biét rang: Ca hai ta sé cung séng du lau dé thay cai két
cta thé gidi ma ta da biét. Cac Elder den t6i c6 gan hét cuon Codex, ngay
Ha chi cling dang dén gan. Nhiéu Elder den t6i dang di lai ty do trong thé
gigi nay, va anh da noi véi em cé mot Archon & London.” Ba chi tiép vé
phia vinh. “Con Alcatraz thi day ray cac loai quai vat chd ngay dugc tha
vao thanh phd. C6 nhitng sinh vat em con chwa gaptrong hang nhiéu thé ky
nay.” Nicholas gio tay dau hang, nhung Perenelle van chwa hét. “Chuyén gi
sé xdy ra, anh nghi xem, néu San Francisco bi giay xéo bd&i nhitng con ac
mong den tdi nhat trong cac cau truyén than thoai cta loai nguwdi? Hay néi
cho em biét,” Ba yéu cau. “Anh da nghién cttu lich st va qua trinh ty nhién
ctia con nguoi, ndi cho em biét chuyén gi sé xdy ra.” Con titc gian lam cho
dong dién chay lach tach trén téc cta ba. “Hay noéi di!” “Sé la mét mé hon
don.” Ong thira nhan. “Bao lau trwdc khi thanh phé sup d6?” Cai day budc
toc bang nhwa v& ra va mai téc ctia ba anh 1én hai mau den va bac cit kéu
1én tanh tach. “Vai tuan, vai ngay, hay vai gio? Va mot khi thanh phé nay
tr&d thanh dong do6 nat, chac rang bon quai vat sé lan ra cd chau My giong
nhw mot tran dich vay. Anh nghi loai ngudi — tham chi véi tat ca vii khi va
k¥ thudt t6i tan nhat cia ho —c6 thé song sét ma chong lai chiing trong bao
1au?” Nha gia kim lac dau va nhin vai. “Bon ho da tirng tan pha nhiéu nén
van minh tredc day.” Perenelle ndi. “Lan cudi cung cac Elder den t6i tha i
quai vat vao thé gidi nay, Popeii da biénmat.” Nicholas ruwén nguoi, lang 18
mé& chiéc hop go trong tay vo minh. “DPiéu cudi cung chiing ta sé lam,
Nicholas, triwdc khi tudi gia va cai chét bat kip ta, la pha huy doi quan &
Alcatraz. Do vay, ta can dong minh.” Ba vo 1én nap chiéc hop. “Ching ta
can vat nay.” Nha gia kim xoay chiéc hop va dat n6 lén giwong. Madt cta n6
dwgc cham ba hinh xoan 6c, va Nicholas dung ngoén tay minh lan theo
nhitng dwong cong nay. Ong mua chiéc hdp tai mot chg trdi @ Delhi, An
Do, chi chirng ba tram nam truwéc. Sau do, ong phac thdo hinh xoan 6c nay
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v6i mot thanh cai. M6t nghé nhan dia phwong da giip ho bién hinh xoan ¢
ndy thanh bén mit cta chiéc hop, va nip, va dé caa né. “O nudc toi, day 1a
mot dau hiéu bao vé c6 xwa cyc ky quyén lwc.” Nguoi dan 6ng nho thé
nhan nheo lam bam bang tiéng Hindi, khong nghi rang may nguoi nuéc
ngoai nay hiéu duwoc gi. Ong da bi s6c khi gi ngudi Tay kia nhac chiéc hop
tir tay 6ng va tra 10i bing cting mot ngdn ngit, “O chd t6i ciing vay.” Ching
hé c6 khoa hay then cai nao trén cai hop, Nicholas can than nhac phan nap
dwgc cham tré ra roi dat né 1én givong. Mui huwong nhe ctia hoa nhai va gia
vi ciing tran vao khong khi: thtt mui khong 1an vao dau dugc ctia nwdc An
bo. Ong vlra cham t6i phan dwoc boc vai bén trong thi Perenell d6t nhién
chop 1dy canh tay 6ng, cac ngén tay ctia ba an vao da thit 6ng. Ong quan st
trong khi ba can than nhac tay

minh ra va hoi nghiéng dau. Ba dang lang nghe. Nicholas cling da nghe
thay: ai d6 dang 1én lut di vao ctra hang bén dudi.

Chap 10

Pam dong khach du lich vé khuya & Covent Garden , London, chang thém
dé y dén nguwoi phu nit manh dé véi sudi téc den 6ng. Co di dén vi tri chinh
gitta hai trong s6 nhitng cay cot tredc tiém rwgu Punch & Judy va dat mot
chiéc hop vudng boc da vdi nhitng hinh xoan 6c mau dé 1én chiéc thuyén
det dudi chan minh. Cudi cung, c6 lan gid mét 16p da khac ra mot chiéc sdo
g0 dugce cham khac tinh xdo. Pat cay sao 1én moi, nham mat lai, c6 khé
théi. Am thanh that tuyét didu. Nh& cac cot da doi lai, &m thanh 4&m anh ma
thanh tao ay tr6i dat ra Covent Garden, lam cho moi ngwoi phéi dirng cudc
vui. Chi vai phut sau, dam dong da tu lai thanh vong tron xung quanh nguai
phu nit. Van tiép tuc ditng mot cach duyén dang, c6 vira nham mat vira choi
nhac. Pay la giai diéu ma chwa mot ai trong dam dong kia nhan ra dwogc, du
rang vai ngwoi mo hoé thdy né cé vé quen day, so6 khac nhan ra cac ngdn tay
hay chan ctia minh, nhw c6 ai sai bao, dang nhip theo diéu nhac. Tham chi
mot sO nguwoi cling da bat dau roi 1&. Cudi cung, ban nhac cé vé xa xwa ay
két thic v6i mot not cao vt giong nhw c6 vai con chim dang bay lwgn &
ngay phia trén vay. Mot sy im lang kéo dai va ngwoi nhac cong mé mat,
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khé ctdi nguoi. Dam dong nhiét liét hwong tng, hau hét dot ngdt quay lai va
di thang t&i Apple Market. Vai nguwdi khac moc tién ra —dong bang Anh,
tién xu My va Euro — bo vao cai tdi da va hai ngudi héi ngwoi choi sdo co
ban CD nhac ctia minh khéng, nhung c6 géi lac dau va giai thich méi man
biéu dién déu khac biét va doc nhat. C6 cam on ho da quan tdm bang mot
giong tha thi ngot ngao che giau di chat giong vung bién phia Dong
nwdcMy ctia minh. Cudi cung, chi con lai duy nhat mot ngwoi: Nguwoi dan
ong 1én tudi nhin cham chu vao c6 gai, déi mat xam theo sat tirtng ¢t dong
cta co khi c6 lau chui chiéc sdo va xép noé trd vao mat cai tii vai tha cong.
Ong cho dén khi ¢6 cidi xuéng gom tdm vai da do cling m& tién xu rdi budc
t@i va dat mot to 50 bang Anh 1én mat dat. Nguwoi phu nit nhat né 1én, nhin
vao ong, nhung 6ng da di chuyén tGi cho anh dén bi che khuat sau lung,
gidau khuén mat minh vao bong t6i. “Co sé c6 mot t¢ 50 bang khac néu
danh chut it thoi gian tro chuyén véi t6i.” Co gai ditng thang 1én. “Giong
noi cta nguoi quen day ma.” CoO cao hon nguwoi dan ong, va trong khi
khu6n mat thanh thoat ctia ¢6 van chang cé chit xic cam gi, cdp mat xam
den cuta c6 lai anh 1én céi nhin thich thd. “Tién si John Dee,” ¢6 1am bam
bang thit tiéng da chang con tén tai & Anh tr thoi nit hoang Elizabeth thé
ky 16. “Quy c0 Virginia Dare,” Dee tra 16i, dé dang s dung cung loai ngén
ngit. Ong nghiéng dau va anh sang ban dém chiéu vao khudén mit dng. “Rat
vui lai dugc gap co.”

“Toi lai khong nghi vay.”Co gai liéc nhanh vé hai bén, hai canh miii phap
phong. Lwdi c6 rung 1én, hoi giong cta loai ran, gan nhu thé c6 dang ném
khong khi vay. “T6i khong chac mudn bi bat gap dang néi chuyén vGi o6ng.
Cai chét cua 6ng da dugc dinh, tién sy. Pam tay sai chi vita hom qua san
du6i nha gia kim nay da chuyén sang 6ng ro6i. Nu cuwdi ctia c6 chang hé cé
tinh cdm nao ca. “Lam sao 6ng biét t6i sé khong giét 6ng roi di nhan phan
thwdng.” “0, thuc ra c6 téi hai ly do. Mat, tbi biét chi nhan mudn téi con
song. Hai, cac cha nhan Elder béng t6i c6 rat it cai gia dé trao doi véi c6.”
Dee noéi, hoi cwoi. “Co da bat i san roi, va chang c6 chu nhan nao ca.”
“Mang 6ng dang gia lam ddy.” Virginia néi, nhét tién vao tii 4o ctia minh.
C0 an m@ vai da vao mot cai tui khac va deo cai sdo 1én vai, giong nhu deo
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sung treong vay. “Con t6i cé thé cho c6 hon thé.” Dee ty tin néi. “Nhiéu
hon thé nita.” “John,” Virginia triu mén goi, “Ong liic nao ciing khoac lac
cd.” “Nhung t6i chwa bao gio ltra d6i ¢6.” Virginia hoi ngac nhién.Mat dén
vai phit c6 ndi tiép, thira nhan véi Dee “Khong, chwa hé.” “Va c6 khong
thic méc tai sao 4?” Ong héi. “John, 6ng biét tdi lic nao ciing to md ma.”
Dee cwoi. “Co muon diéu gi nhat trén doi nay?” Mot cai nhin chita day
nhitng mat mat khing khiép thoang hién trén khudn mat Virginia Dare, doi
mat c6 nht ¢6 may mu. “Du la 6ng cting khong thé cho t6i cai t6i muon.”
Phap su hoi cii ngudi.Ong da quen biét Virginia Dare hon bdn tram nam.
Pa c6 lic ho tirng nghi dén hon nhan, nhuwng 6ng phai thita nhan rang 6ng
ching biét gi vé con ngudi bat tir bi an nay. “Ong c6 thé cho t6i mot virong
quoc bong t6i?” Co khé hoi. “T6i cho rang minh c6 thé lam tét hon thé. T6i
c6 thé cho 6 ca thé gidi.” Virginia Dare dirng lai ngay chinh giita Covent
Garden. “Thé gidi nao?”. “Chinh thé gidi nay.” C6 gai khoac canh tay Dee
va chi vé mdt quéan ca phé & phia déi dién quang trudng. “Ong c6 thé mua
cho t6i mot coc tra chit, réi ching ta sé cung ban bac. T6i luén yéu thich
thé gidi nay.” Dee ditng nhu trdi trong, nhin cham cham vé phia bén trai.
Virginia tw t* quay lai, hai canh miii c6 lai phap phong mot 1an nita. M6t bo
ba gatroc dau dang di vao quang trwong. Ching mac cung mot kiéu do, do
thun ban thiu, quan jean va tng lam viéc. Canh tay va vai ching thi day
nhitng hinh xam, va mot ga, tén thap nhat, xam hinh xoan 6c den do uon
lwgn tir yéu hau t6i dinh dau ga. “Cucubuths,” phap sw lam bam. “Cé Ié
ching ta sé ra khoi day ma khong bi ching dé y...” Dee ngirng lai, khi mot
trong ba ga kia nhin vé phia hai nguoi. “Hoéc 1a khong.” Ong thd dai.
Virginia dare lui vé phia sau mot buéc réi hai bwdc, dé mac 6ng ding mot
minh. “Tam biét 6ng, tién si.” “Cd van khong thay déi, Virginia,” Ong néi.
“DPé la ly do tai sao t6i song sét dugce lau dén thé. Toi khéng bao gio dirng
vé phia nao cd.” “Cé 1é co phai thay doi di thoi.”

Chap 11

Hai con qua 16n, Huginn va Muninn, dang rdo khap London. Du trong
ching giéng nhv nhitng con chim binh thwong, thuc sy nhitng sinh vat nay
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c6 tudi doi gan bang vdi lich st loai nguwdi. Ching khong song cling khong
chét ma toén tai theo mdt cach nao d6 & gitta hai kha niém nay. Thuc t€,
ching s& hitu sttc manh st dung ngon ngit loai nguwoi va dugc tao ra bai ni
than qua-ba-mat, Hekate, dé lam qua tang cho Elder m4t mat Odin.

Nhung gio Hekate khong con nita — lan dau tién mot Elder bi sat hai nhw
vay — va vuong qudc béng t6i ctia ba cling nhu cadc veeong qudc tiép giap
Asgard va Niflheim ciing khong tranh khoi canh bi pha hay. Tét ca la do
Dee. Rat nhiéu Elder mudn Dee phai chét, thé nhung nhitng ngay sau vu
pha hay tai Yggdrasill va cac vieong quoc bong t6i, chti nhan Elder béng t6i
quyeén luc cia Dee da bdo vé cho ga. Tiép sau vu tan sat tai Paris va cudc
dao thoat cia Nha gid kim cung cdp sinh doi tai Anh, si bao vé do, tiéc
thay,da bi thu hoi. Khi Dee duwgc phan la métutlaga(nguwdi bi truy na, cho
ban nao khong nhé :P) ga tré thanh mot canh bac dwoc chia déu cho tat ca.
Odin da thé sé trut 1én Dee sv tra thu kinh khiing nhét, ké phai chiu trach
nhiém cho cai chét cia Hekate, nguwdi ma ong tirng yéu quy. Vi Elder mot
mat biét rang ké thu gdm ghiéc ctia 6ng Hel da thoat ra dugc virong quoc bi
pha hiy ctia minh, Niflheim, va cling dang truy tim Dee, nhung Odin quyét
tam phai tim va x& ly Phap su truwdc tién. Do vay, ong gwri tin nhan cta
minh vao vuwong qudc bong tdi cia loai ngwoi. Hai con chim suc sao ca
thanh v&i v&i con mat nhin thadu dwgc moi vat, danh dong tredc bat ky hanh
vi khac thudng nao. Ching nhan thay va bao vé véi Elder hang nghin sinh
vat dang di chuyén trén nhitng con dwong dong duic cua thanh phé. Luon 16
trén dong tan tro ctia mot cai san xe cii & London, tr6i theo nhitng luon gio,
ching cam thay dugc cac dau hiéu méng manh cta tir nhitng nguén nang
lvgng tuyét dinh va c6 xwa. Rao trén Salisbury Plain, ching bay quanh
vung Stonehenge, noi khong khi van con néng mui cam va vanilla, mat dat
bi giay xéothanh bun b&i nhitng dau méng chang chit. Sau dé, ching tré lai
thanh pho va lwoi biéng lvgn theo nhitng luon gié trong khong khi, gan nhw
qua cao dén noi khong thé thay dwgc, ct thé daoquanh thanh phd nhiéu
vong, cho doi, cho dgi, cho doi.

Va vi ching khong biét duwgc y nghia cta thoi gian, ching cho doi, dén
vinh vién cling dwoc.
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Chap 12

THE NECROMACER THAY GOI HON PHAN 4 BQ NICHOLAS
FLAMEL BAT TU Ba gi troc dau tién gan t&i Dee. “S& c6 phan thuong
cho bon may,” ga c6 hinh xam so ngwoi noi, ditng ngay tredc mat tién si.
Du vi phap s khéng duge cao lam, ga nay tham chi con thap hon 6ng dé
dén 1 inch (2.54cm). P6i moi han ta map may, cd bat chwéc nu cudi cua
con nguwoi, nhung miéng han don thuan chi phat ra mot tiéng dong gam gu
man rg, 10 ra ham rang xin vang. “Mot phan thuwéng hau hi.” “Con séng,”
tén khac thém vao. Han ciing da chiém ldy vi tri bén phdi Dee. “Du khong
can thiét phai nguyén ven,” ga thi ba noéi tir vi tri bén trai. Ga la tén to nhat
trong ca bon. G& mac mot cai 4o xanh cau ban, cé vé bi cang citng do
nhitng co bap to khoée bén trong. “Cudc doi thay doi méi ngoan muc lam
sao,” tén cam dau noi. Giong han pha gitta vung Bac London vé4i vung phia
doéng chau Au. “Ngay hom qua, ching tao 1am viéc cho may, san dudi Nha
gia kim. Vay ma hom nay chiing tao lai san tim may.” Han cha manh hai
tay. “Cai gia cling gdp do6i. Tao nghi c6 I€é cai gia cua Flamel va bon tré kha
la thap day.” Han lai mim cwdi. “May ldc naocting ré mat c4, tién si Dee.”
“T6i thich dung chittan tiénhon.” Dee binh tinh dap. “Tan tién. Hay day.
Tao ca né nghia la “ré mat”. N6i ro6i han nhin hai tén ban ctia minh, ca bon
cung gat dau. “Ré mat,” mot tén nhac lai. “Keo kiét,” tén 16n nhat néi thém.
“Tan tién khong thé mua noi long trung thanh. Néu may chi cho tui tao
thém chut dinh, thi bon tao c6 1é da hanh dong theo kiéu khac r6i.” “Néu t6i
tra thém cho cac nguoi, cac nguoi sélam nhw vay chit?” Dee to mo hoi 16n.
“Chac la khong,” ga kia n6i. “Chuang tao la thg san. Ching tao tim 1ay con
moi minh san dubi.” Dee mim cwdi mia mai. “Nhuwng cadc nguwdi khong bat
duwgc Flamel va bon tré ngay hom qua day thoi,” 6ng noi. Ga thap nguwoi
nhin vai mién cudng. “A, phai...” “That bai,” Dee nhic. Gi xim minh
bwdc gan hon, thap giong trong liic liéc nhin ngang doc. “Bon tao lan dugc
mui cua bon ching & nha tho St.Marylebone. Sau do6 thi bon Dearg Due
xuat hién,” ga noi thém, giong noéi cé phan sg hai. Dee gat dau, can than gitr
cho khuon mat minh van & thé cha dong. Mui hoi théi boc ra tir bon nay
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that kho chiu — hon hgp cda thit hw théi, quan do hoi ham va co thé khong
tam goi. Cucubuth la nhitng thg san, con cai cia mot ma ca rong va Torc
Madra, giong thi hon nguwdi, va 6ng doan phai c6 it nhat mot trong s6 ba ga
nay giau

dudi bén trong quan. Nhung tham chi 1d linh danh thué nay ciing phai sg
Dearg Due, dam Hut Mau Nguoi. “Bon chiung c6 bao nhiéu nguoi?” ong
héi. “Hai,” Tén cam dau thi thdm. “La phu ni,” han thém, gat dau dut
khoat. Dee lai gat gu, dam phu ni¥ luon luon hung bao hon dam dan ong.
“Nhung ho khong bat Flamel hay cdp sinh doi,” 6ng lai hoi. “Khong.” Ga
kia nhe rang cwdi, 10 ham rang dang sg. “Chung ban dudi theo bon tao. Bon
tao cat dudi ching & cong vién Regent. K€ ra ciing xau hd mot chut vi bi
dubi trong cong vién bdi hai ké trong giong nhw nit sinh vay.” Han thtra
nhan. “Nhuwng bat dugc may sé bu lai dwgc nhiéu hon phan ay nita,” ga néi.
“Ong van chua bit dugc tdi dau,” Dee 1dm nham. Ga cucubuth lui lai, dang
rong hai canh tay. “May sé lam gi ha, tién si? May sé khong dam st dung
nang lugng dau. Dong dien sé lam cho moi thtt — y tao la moi thit— hién
dang ¢ London tim kiém may. Ma du may c6 dung né dé tau thoat di chang
nita, mui sunfuaric cling sé bam theo may hang gio dong ho. Ro6i thi may
cling bi bat téi tan 0 th6i.” Ga cucubuth néi ding, Dee biét. Néu ong st
dung dong dién, tat ca cac Elder thwong, Elder den t6i va ngwoi bat tr &
London déu sé biét vi tri cia 6ng. “Vay may co6 thé di cung chiing tao trong
im lang...,” gd cucubuth dé nghi. “Hodc la ching tao sé phanh phui vi tri
ctia may bay gi®,” ga 16n hon tiép 10i. Tién si Dee thd dai va liéc nhin dong
ho. Ong sdp hétthoi gian roi. “Pang voi sao, tién si?” Ga cucubuth héi,
miéng cwdi nhan nhd. Tay phéi cia Dee di chuyén. Ban dau canh tay hoi &
ngang hong, sau do6 long ban tay 1at 1én, t¢i mot goc nhat dinh, vira van dé
long ban tay chup 14y cam cta sinh vat kia. Rang ctia ga xam minh va vao
nhau, lyc cda cd danh nhac bong han 1én va cho ham nam bo 1én dong so6i
lat dwong. Chan phai Dee d4 manh, tring ga to con nhat, lam toan bd chan
han té liét r6i cho han rét xuéng mot viing nwdc ban vGi cai nhin ngac
nhién sttng sot trén khuéng mat tan bao to bé ctia han.(>”< Poan danh nhau
nay minh khong hiéu 1am). Tén cucubuth th ba nhdy lui ra sau. “Sai lam,
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tién si a,” ga gam ghe, “sai lam 16n.” “T6i khong phai ngwoi mac sai lam,”
Dee nhti thAm. Ongbuéc t6i gan hon, hai tay budng thdng. Phap su da séng
sot qua hang may thé ky nay vi ngudi ta luon danh gia thap éng. Ho chi
thdy mot nguwoi dan 6ng manh dé toc bac. Tham chi cd nhitng nguoi biét
dén danh tiéng 6ng ciling chi nghi 6ng la mot hoc gid. Nhung Dee con
nhiéu- nhiéu nhiéu hon thé nita. Ong titng 1a mdt chién binh. Khi 6ng van
con la mét con nguwdi binh thwong, va sau nay khi ong da tré nén bat tt,
Dee titng di du lich khap chau au. D6 la thai con nhiéu hon don, khi bon ké
cwdp va toi pham gam ri khap noi, tham chi dén ca cac thanh pho cling
chang an toan chiit nao. Néu muon séng sot, nguoi ta phai ty bdo védugc
minh. Rat nhiéu nguwdi da mac sai lam khi danh gia thap tién si ngudi Anh
nay. Do la sai lam 6ng khong bao gid cho phép ho ldp lai. “T6i khdng can
dung dong dién dé danh nhau vé6i cadc nguwdi.” Phap sw nhe nhang néi.

“Tao la mot cucubuth,” sinh vat t man néi. “May c6 thé lam em tao bat
ngo, nhung tro dé khong tac dung gi vdi tao dau.” Phap su nghe cé tiéng
gam glr ding sau. Ong liéc nhin qua vai, ga cam dau dang truon bo vé phia
chan 6ng. Han dang nang cam bang ca hai tay, déi mat do dan. “May da
lam em tao bi thuwong.” “T6i ddm chac han sé lanh 1an nhw xwa théi,” Dee
néi. Cucubuth la loai sinh vat hau nhw khong gi giét dugc, ching tham chi
c6 sttc manh cua cadc ma ca rong dé ty chita lanh vét thwong. Ga to nhat tw
tlr téi gan, van con dau dén ¢ chan. Han c6 gang ditng thang bang mot cach
ki qudi trén chan trai, chan phai cha cha, c6 gang lay lai cam giac. “Quan
jeans cua tao cling hong not,” ga réng 1én. Phan 6ng va diing quan jeans
ctia gd 1am lem nhi*tng nwéc ban. “May tinh lam gi day, tién si?” Ga chwa bi
thuwong 1én tiéng. “Cit téi gan day roi toi sé cho cac ngudi thay.” Nu cudoi
ctia Dee ciing xau xi va man r¢g nhw bon cucubuth vay. Ga kia dot nhién
quay ngoat dau lai, tao ra mot &m thanh ma chang cé con nguwdi nao lam
duwgce. Vira gidng tiéng sda lai vira giong tiéng tru vay. Nhitng con b6 cau
dang tu tap trén trén mai nha cua Covent Garden bay vu 1én, tiéng vo canh
nhw c6 mot tiéng no 16n vay. Gan do, tiéng séi tru vang vong trén cac mai
nha cia London. C@ tiéng nay ro6i tiéng khac noi tiép nhau, cho t6i khi
khong khi day u nhitng am thanh hoang dai. Nhitng dudng nét ctia con
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ngwoi han trén mat ga cucubuth khi ga cwdi vang. “DPay la thanh pho cua
ching tao, tién si a. Chang tao da tri vi Trinovatum tw tredc khi nguoi La
Ma tuyén bd noi day thudc cht quyén cia ho. May biét c6 bao nhiéu dita
bon tao dang & day khéng?” “Co 1€ la nhiéu hon mot nhum day.” “Hon,
hon thé nhiéu,” sinh vat gam gu. “Va ching dang t&i day. Tat ca bon
ching.” Tt khée mat cta ga, 6ng nhin thdy nhitng chuyén dong. Liéc nhin
phia trén, 6ng thay mot hinh dang dang di chuyén trén mai nha hinh tam
giac cta nha tho St.Paul phia doi dién. Mot ga dau troc xuat hién, bong
hién lén bau troi dém, réi mot tén khac, lai mot tén khac nita. Mot chan
dong nhé xdy ra ¢ bén kia quang truong khi sau tén dau troc xuat hién, roi,
¢ 16i vao doi dién, thém ba tén khac hién ra. Dam khach du lich, nhan thay
cudc do bo bat ngd ciia mot dam troc dau va sg hai tredc nhitng tiéng gam
glt, dan tan ra. Cac ctta hang ciling gap rat dong ctra. Trong vai phut, chi
con lai dam cucubuth troc dau thong tri quang treong Covent Garden day
soi da. “Gio thi, may sé lam gih4, tién si Dee?”

Tiéng dong vang vong trén cac néc nha London da danh dong 1i qua: tiéng
tru hoang dai cua bon cucubuth da c6 thoi lam cho loai ngwoi nguyén thuy
trong cac hang dong phai khiép sg. Huginn va Muninn huwéng vé phia cé
am thanh nay. Li chim két va qua 11 lugt kéo qua chung, 1i sinh vat bé nho
dang t6 ra sg hdi cung cyc. Bon chim cau ciing trong trang thai gan nhw
hodng loan, nhung khong thé lam gi dwgc Ching dau lai trén mai cua
nhitng ngdi nha xung quanh mot cai quang tredng rong rac day soi cudi
nhuwng roi cling hét hodng bay di khi mot tiéng tru nita lai xé toang man
dem. Hai con qua bay doc song Thames, bang qua con de Victoria va nha
hat Opera hoang gia. hiing nhan thdy dam cucubuth dau tién trén nhitng con
dwong phia dwéi, xuyén qua ca céi 16t gan-nhw- nguwdi ctia ching, nhin thau
ra cai ban chat yéu quai-ngudi an bén dwdi, véi nhitng rang nanh va mong
vuot. Moi cucubuth déu thua san dong dién den t6i ctia minh. Chiing c¢6 hang
tram tén, dang chay, nhay nhét, di bo, mot minh hodc thanh tirng cap, tat
thay hoi tu trong cai khong gian kin ctia Convent Garden. Ngay lap ttre, 1t
qua biét rang ching da tim thay Phap sw nguwdi Anh kia. Khong chan cht,
moé ching hoat dong, phat ra mot tir duy nhat: “Dee.” Va tai m0t noi nam
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ngoai gigi han thoi gian, trong mot virong quoc béng toi biét 1ap, Odin da
thitc gidc. D6i mat khong 16 mau den cta vi Elder nay mé to, nhung 6ng
khong hé thdy canh dong tuyét rét budt va tinh thé da dang tu lai xung
quanh. Cai 6ng thdy la canh twgng trong mot bitc hoa thay doéi lién tuc,
khong c6 am thanh: Mot con nguoi don doc bi bao vay bai ba ga cucubuth.
Ngoai ra, hang dan nhitng tén cucubuth khac dang tién téi ngay mot gan
hon. Va du chang c6 biéu hién gi tir dong dién dac biét cia Dee, Odin biét
con nguoi kia khong ai khac chinh la Phap su. Vi Elder cwdi nham hiém, dé
16 ham rang ctia minh. Nhitng nguwdi chi cia Dee muén dwa han vé dé két
t6i va trirng phat, nhung Odin lai c6 ké hoach khac. Ong Iui ra xa khéi sinh
vat song duy nhat trong virong quoc cua minh — mot phién ban nhé cda
Y ggdrasill — va san sang bang qua cac virong quoc bong toi.

Chap 14

Cau da tim thay ctta hau di vao hiéu sach. Josh Newman xoc ba 16, buéc
vao cai sanh t6i hu va cho doi, cho dén khi mat cau quen dan. Mui hoi that
kinh khiing —mui muc nat pha lan v6i mui nim mo6c, nhwng cai

mui moc ay van khong at néi mui tritng thoi doc hai. Josh c6 gang chi thé
bang miéng. Nham mat lai, cau tap trung lang nghe. Ké tiv khi Mars Ultor
danh thitc, cau da tré nén cyc ky nhay bén véi cac giac quan dé nghe, ném,
va ngui. Loai nguwoi hién dai dwa dam qua nhiéu vao thi giac; Josh gio da
nhan ra rang cac giac quan dwgc danh thic ctia cau giong nhw cac giac
quan cua loai ngudi thud xa xwa tirng c6 dé sinh ton. Nhuwng khéng hé c6
tiéng dong nao trong can nha: tham chi né congidéng nhubi bé hoang vay.
Cach day chwa day mot tuan, cau con chay 1én xuéng hanh lang nay dé
ddhang dong sach twr xe tai. Gio thi tat ca cac hop tirng dugc xép chéng can
than da hoa den vdi du thit moc meo, mot bén thung da rach todc, may cudn
sach thi phong 1én nhv trdi cdy thoi, gan nhw khong nhan ra n6éi. Cachday
chwa day mot tuan. Dong hoi twdng dot nhién lam Josh nhan ra cau da thay
do6i nhw thé nao trong vai ngay qua, cau da phat hién dugc bao nhiéu diéu
va c6 qua it nhitng diéu ma cau — va ca thé gigi —biét vé sy that. Hit mot
hoi that sau, dé mui h6éi ham chui tot vao c6 hong, Josh béen m@ mat, men
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theo hanh lang, day canh ctta va buéc vao cira tiém. Va ding lai trong sy
choang vang. Ctra tiém da hoa thanh dong do nat, bi pht 1én mot 16p bui va
méc meo —né dang muc rudng ngay trvdc mét cau. Anh ning xdc vao qua
khung ctra bam bui cho thdy rd khéng khi toan nhitng dam bao tir troi noi.
Josh mim chat moi; cau khong muon liéu minh cho chiing lot vao miéng.
Budc vé phia triedc, cau cam thdy tdm san op ep kéu rang rac dudi sitc nang
ctia minh. Mot cai bong bong chita chat 16ng mau den hoi thdi xuat hién
trén go, roi chan cau bat dau bi Iin xuéng. Voi rit chan lai, Josh nép minh
vao twong, phat hién ra né cling da bi an mon dén nhay nhua. L&p thach
cao mém dén do ngon tay ctia cdu cé thé han Ién né nita. Nhin quanh, Josh
thdy rogn nguwdi khi nhan ra civa tiém dang bi an mon: Pam nam nay dang an
tat thay moi thit —go, gidy, tham. Vai gio nita noi nay sé nhu thé nao day?
Cau dén tiém sach vi Nicholas va Perenelle séng & can ho phia trén né, va
cau mong ho da tré vé day. Liéc nhin phia trén, Josh nhan thdy c6 mot 16
hong trén tran nha, chd6 dam day dién va ram nha. (>”< Ai biét ram nha la
gi chi giip minh vd&i). Josh chot ty hoi mat bao 1au thi nhitng tru c6t trong
nha sé khong chong d& noi va tang lau trén do xudng, sau do thi ca can nha
sé ap xuodng tang ham. Josh lach ngwoi di doc theo bitc twong, hudng vé
phia cau thang. Chac chan nha Flamels phédi c6 hon mot noi cw trd trong
thanh pho. Ho at han da 1ap cac dia diém dé an tron néu gap nguy hiém.
Josh hy vong ciu sé tim thdy mot dia chi nao do trén lau — héa don, thuw tw,
vat gi do, bat ki vat gi c6 thé ggi y cho cau noi ho tri ngu. Lan can bi trat ra
khi cau vin lay, phan go bay gio d@ mém nhw cong bun vay. Josh rtt tay lai,
day kinh tém, vira dinh chui chui 1én quan thi cdu ngirng lai. Néu bon nam
moc quai quy nay co thé an thing ca go, vay quan cau sé ra sao? Co 1é diéu
cudi cung cau muon trén

doi nay la dé quan cta minh bi muc rita ra. Ching cé thé an da thit cau
khong nhi? Josh dot nhién ty hoi, khong tranh khoi giat minh. Khao khat
duwgc quay lai va chay di gan nhw da lan at, nhwng cau biét rang co hoi duy
nhat dé tim chi gai minh nam trong tay Flamel, thé la cau budc tiép 1én cau
thang. Moi budc di nay hitng chiu ca sitc ndang cda cau. Josh da di dugc nira
dwong, ban chan cau dang bwdc trén tirng bac cau thang bi hu hai nang né.
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Cau c6 thé cam thay cd cau thang rung chuyén, va né sap sap roi. Josh
phong ngudi 1én n6t phan duwdng con lai vira kip lic chiéc cau thang lac lw
va do sup xudng ctta tiém bén duwéi. Trong ngwc Josh dap vao phan san nha,
chan cdu lo ltrng trong khong trung con tay cau thi dang cé gang bau viu
lay tdm tham day 16t san, nhung né lai bi rach va twéc ra thanh chi trong tay
. Cau c6 gang la hét nhung am thanh bi tac lai trong c¢6 hong mat r6i. Mot
phan tham rach ra va Josh bi giat lui lai... Nhitng ngon tay ciing nhu sat
tum 1ay c6 tay cau. Josh dugc kéo 1én, cau bat gap anh mat mau xanh luc
cta Perenelle Flamel. “Josh Newman,” ba 1am nham khi kéo cau ngoi
chinh té trén san. “Chting ta khong nghi la chau.” Nicholas xuat hién & ctra
ra vao va dirng lai bén canh vg minh. “Ching ta nghi la...c6 rac r6i.”, 6ng
néi khé. “Gap duwgc chau thi tot r6i.” Josh cha cha co tay da té ciing. Stic
manh cta Perenelle that dang kinh ngac, ba xém ti nita da bé ngwoc vai caa
Josh lic ba kéo cau ditng thang 1én. Cau an ban tay lén nguc, ngay vi tri da
dap vao san va hit that sau. C6 vai vét bam, nhung cau nghi minh van chwa
bi gdy cai xwong swon nao ca. “Coé chuyén gi vay, Josh?” Perenelle noi nhe
nhang, doi mat ba do xét khudon mat Josh. R6i ba ty tra 10i: “Sophie.”
“Sophie da bién mat.” Josh néi ditt quang. “Chi ay bi mdt co gai ty xung la
Aoife bat céc. Co ta ndi co ta la chi cia Scathach,” cau thém. “Ma c6 ay
that sy giong Scathach.” Cau c6 thé thay vé mat hai ngwoi kia hoi thay doi,
mot noi sg hai thodng qua cdap mat cia Nha gia kim. “Khong t6t roi.”
Perenelle gat dau. “Khong t6t chit nao.” THE NECROMACER -THAY
GOI HON -PHAN 4 BO NICHOLAS FLAMEL BAT TU

Chap 15

“Hai muoi...hai muwoi mét (Tiéng Phdap)...hai mwoi hai.” Joan of Arc trugt
xuong doc co bat kipban dong hanh cia minh doc theo b ciia mét con sudi
can. “Co goi hai muoi hai con ho rang kiém la gi nhi?” nguwdi phu nit ménh
dé mat nau héi. “Maot nhom, mot bay?” “Toi goi chuing la rac réi.” Scathach
dap gon. Co ditng thdng ngudi, nhin vé phia con déc. “Y 6 1a chiingdang
di vé phia nay.” Joan gat dau. “Chung dang di vé day.” C6 dap véi mot nu
cwoi. Scathach nhip nhip chan & bd subi. C6 mot cai ho 16n hinh ban chan
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¢ gitta dam bun. “Pay la choé uéng nuwdc cua chiung.” Nham mat lai, c6 hit
mot hoi that sdu va ra dau

bang mot thanh kiém ngan. “Thém vai con nita dang téi tit phia nam.” “Va
ca phia dong.” Joan thém vao. Scatty mé& to mét, nhin ban minh. Anh ning
cudi chiéu lam lan da cta Joan nhuw dwgc dat vang vay. “Lam sao c6 biét?”
Nguoi phu nit Phap kéo 1ay vai nit chién binh t6c dé va xoay ngudi co lai.
Ba con ho6 rang kiém to 16n da xudt hién trén dam c6. Ching dirng yén,
rang nhe ra, mat mé to khong chdp, chi cé duoila khé dwaqua lai. “Panh
hay chay?” Joan héi. “Néu chay, chiing sé dudi theo ta.” Scatty néi, giong
v6 cam. “Néu danh, chiing 4p dao chung ta. Bon chiing qua dong. Dé cé
dén ba muoi con ca thady.” Con hoé 16n nhét di chuyén cham chap va tién tGi
tham do. Cdp mat vang khe to c6 dan chat lay Scathach.

“N6 thich c6 day.” Joan ru ri. Co6 cham lay thanh guwom deo trén vai va
nhan thay néu tat cd ddm ho nay tdn cong cung mat lic, vii khi cia co sé tr@
nén vo dung. “T6i wa ché hon,” Scathach néi, quan sat con ho that kj. “Véi
chd, co biét dwgc minh dang & dau.” Néi roi, Scathach dit kiém vao bao &
sau lung va rit nunchaku (con :D ) tir phia bén hong ra. “O yén d6.” Co ra
lénh, va trudc khi Joan tra 1oi, c6 da kip lao vé phia con h6é. Con vat van
ding im. N chién binh nhdy 1én trén, thanh cén quay tron , kéu vu vu
trong tay co. Con ho cong ngudi, dudi quat 1én, nwdc bot nhéu ra thanh
titng dong trén bd rang vi dai... va né nhdy chom lén, vudt m@ to ra.
“Scatty!” Joan thd hon hén, khi nit chién binh téc dé tung minh trong
khong trung, giong nhuw van dong vién boi 10i nhdy ao xuéng bién vay.
Thoat mot cai, c6 da doi mat vGi con ho, chiéc con vung ra, phan can cia
khtic go dai 12 inch dap vao xwong song ctia con vat.

Scatty lai xoay vong trén khong roi tiép dat nhe nhang. Con con ho, bi don
dau dén mitc choang vang, té uych xuéng dat. Con thid c6 run ray ditng day,
nhung loang choang roi lai té xuéng. Scatty quay sang hai con khac, dap
dap cay con vao long ban tay trdi. Hai con vat nhin c6, r6i nhin con bi
thwong, ching lui lai, 1an khuat trong dam cé lau. Joan ngodnh mat lai, bon
h6 khac cling da bién mat. “Rat an twgng.” Co6 ndéi. “Phai day cho ching
biét ai la chu ¢ day.” Scatty nd nu cwdi trén khuén mat cé6 phan hoang dai
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cta minh. “Nhung t6i khong danh trugt dau.” Co6 vo vo 1én con vat to 16n.
“Pau no6 sé dau lam cho coi.” Joan of Arc ditng thang 1én, vo vao vai ban
minh. “Gi vay?” Scatty nhin Ién. Joan gat dau huéng vé phia ngon doi. Hai
muoi hai con ho rang kiém da té tiu trén d6. Vira cé hai con nhap nita nhap
bon, ro6i lai bon con khac. Ching déu nhin vé phia hai nguwdi phu nita, tiéng
gam lam rung chuyén mat dat. “C6 c6 nghi day la con dau dan khong?”
Joan hoi. Pam ho tach ra va mot con ho rang kiém xuat hién. N6 kha to
16n, dau nghénh cao, vai rong va dai it nhat la gdp rwdi nhitng con khac.
L.ong né mau trang véi cac vét seo da co tir 1au réi, mot trong nhitng rang
dwéi cia n6 da bi mé, va mat trai n6 chi la mét khoi cau duc ngau. “Con
nay chinh la dau dan.” Scatty néi, lui vé sau mot budc. Con mat duy nhat
ctia con hd nhin tir con dang bi thuwong duwdi dat sang Scatty, lai tré vé con
ho6 bi thwong. R6i nd ngoac miéng, rong 1én. Tiéng rong that ghé hon, lam
cho 1 chim phéi bé chay tan loan. T ti, né lan bwdc xuéng con ddc.
Scatty buwdc mét budce t6i gan con thi, nhwng Joan da gitr tay c6 lai. “Co c6
nhd nhitng gi da day t6i khi téi 1dm tran tai Anh khong?” C6 hoéi gap gap.
Scatty nhin ngdy ra. “Co n6i rang khong nén danh nhau véi nhitng chién
binh da mang seo. Chiing chinh la ké song s6t.” Joan hit dau vé phia con
thd dang t6i gan ho. “Nhin né xem. N6 da chién thang rat nhiéu tran r6i.”
Scathach nhin con ho rang kiém to 16n day seo. “T6i la bong t6i.” Co dap
gon. “T6i c6 thé danh bai n6.” Nhitng ngon tay ctia Joan siét chat canh tay
ctia ban minh. “C6 ciling titng néi khong bao gio nén tham chién trtv phi
khong thé tranh dugce. Co khong can phdi lam vay.” “T6i nghi la c6 noéi
phai.” Scatty thd dai, r6i hoi lai, giong day ti€c nudi. “Vay ching ta lam gi
day?” “Chay thoi!”

Chap 16

Niccolo Machiavelli hit mot hoi that sau, khong khi tran mui néng man
ctia bién. Ong an hai tay vao céi bung dau ctia minh. Truéc khi tré nén bat
t, ong ting bi loét bao ti, va du chu nhan Elder da ddm bao ong khong
bao gio mac phai cac can bénh cta loai ngwoi nita, nhitng lic cang thang
bao t¥ 6ng van thuong hay tré chitng lam. Gio
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day, ditng trén bén cang & Alcatraz, nhin vé phia San Francisco, trong long
ong nhu c6 ltra dot vay. “Chuing ta sé 6n thoi, on thoi,” chang trai tré trong
chiéc quan jeans bac mau va doi giay cao boi ditng canh 6ng da noéi tGi lan
thit mwoi. “Ching ta sé 6n thoi.” “William,” Machiavelli néi can trong, co
gilt giong minh that thap, “cdu bat t&* dwgc bao lau roi?” “Mot tram hai
muoi sdu nam,” Billy the Kid ty hao dap. “T6i bat t t* nam 1527,”
Michiavelli n6i, li€c nhin Billy. “T6i titng ton tai khi Columbus tuyén bo da
tim thdy dat nwdc nay. Toi khong phai la ngudi bat tir gia nhat — c6 1€ 1a gia
hon Dee, nhungNha gia kim Flamel gia hon t6i, Duns Scotus gia hon nita,
va cd Mo-Tzu nita. Gilgamesh gia hon tat ca bon t6i. Nhung t6i lai c6 nhiéu
moi quan hé vGi cac Elder hon bat ky ai. Va dé t6i n6i cho cau hay, cac cha
nhan Elder khéng hitng thd véi that bai chit nao dau. Ho yéu cau moi sy
phai dugc tuan lénh. Ho mong mudn két qua tot dep. Va chung ta da that
bai,” 6ng néi thém. Michiavelly gio nam tay 1én va mé& ngén tt ra. “Ching
ta dugc cw t6i day dé giét Nit phu thuy Perenelle” — 6ng lai mé& ngén tay
thit hai — “va tha 1 quai vat trong nha nguc vao thanh pho.” Lai m6t ngén
tay khac. “Perenelle da tron thodt, bang tau cta ta,” 6ng lai m& ti€p ngén
tay thi tw, “lam ching ta mac ket trén hon dao nay véi lii quai vat van &
trong xa lim. Ta da thua. Ching ta chac chan khong 6n ti nao ca.”

Hai nguoi chgt quay lai khi nghe tiéng dong co gam rd ngay mot gan hon.
Po6i mat mau ndu xam ctia Machiavelli t6i sam lai khi 6ng trong thay chiéc
thuyén tap vao bog, dé lai mot duwong bot nuwdc trang duc di ngang qua hon
dao. Bill giit 1ay chiéc dién thoai. “T6i da goi citu vién,” cau néi, giong hoi
16i. “Nhung ai ma biét dugc chuyén gi sé xay ra?” Machiavelli thé dai.
“Roi chung ta sé bi triéu hoi trieéc ca khi chu nhan va sy bat t roi bo ta.
Chuing ta sé chét. Nhanh thoi, néu may man, nhung chi nhan chiing ta lai
rat tan nhan...” Billy ruing minh. “Khong chac t6i thich y nghi d6 dau. T6i
da quen bat ti r6i.” R6i cdu chang lac dau.“Cha nhan cada t6i la...” Cau
ngap ngiing, 6 tim tir cho phit hgp. “Ong &y khac véi cac Elder khéac. Tai
c6 thé giai thich cho 6ng dy.” R6i cau vay tay mong lung vé phia nha tu
dang sau minh. “Ro6i sé 6n théi.” “Xin dirng noi cau ay nita.” Mot chiéc
thuyén siéu toc mau do twoi cap bén va mot ngwoi My cao, trong kha noi
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bat véi nwdc da mau dong va than hinh gay go mim cwoi vGi Bill the Kid.
“Chu nhan chiing ta muén gap cau — va ong nita.” Nguwoi kia ndi, mat nhin
Machiavelli. “Ca hai gap rac rdi to roi day.”

Chap 17

Bon cucubuth da khép dan vong vay.

Hang ta tén tu tap & Covent Garden; hang chuc tén khac xép hang trén
nhitng mai nha xung quanh do, tiéng hi man rg cta ching van tiép tuc
vang vong khap thanh phd. Tén dau so troc dau dang rong canh tay, dé 1o
may cai hinh xam uén éo dudi tay. “May sé lam gi nao, Tién si?” Dee luon
tay dwdi do choang, ong cham ldy phan can cua thanh kiém da dang deo
duwdi canh tay. Ong da ty tay 1am vé boc cho né tir hai chiéc thit lung da.
Tham chi 6ng cling khéng r6 chuyén gi sé xdy ra néu ong dung dén thanh
kiém. Du da mang thanh Excalibur ngot vai thé ky, nhitng gi Dee biét vé
sttc manh cda thanh kiém cling con rat mo ho. Dén thanh Clarent thi 6ng
chi con biét rang né manh mé hon thanh Excalibur rat nhiéu. Du hién tai
ching da hgp nhat lai véi nhau, ching c6 thé manh hon... hodc ciing c6 thé
triét tiéu lan nhau ldm ch&? Phap s nhanh tay nham tinh. Néu 6ng dung
kiém, chac chan n6 thap sang bau troi London dén ca tram dam, c6 kha
nang con chiéu qua cac vwong qudc bong toi lan can nita. Nhung néu
khong dung dén thanh kiém hay nang lwgng ctia minh, 6ng sé bi bat va bi
dwa dén cht nhan Elder den t6i ctia minh. Va 6ng hau nhu chac chan minh
khong hé muén thé. Ong van chua tron 500 tudi. Ong con qua tré dé ma
chét. “DPén day nao, Tién si,” ga cucubuth néi bang ngdn nglt Wendish c6
viing déng Au. Ban tay Dee siét chit 1dy can cta thanh kiém. Ong cam thay
cai lanh cua thanh kiém dang lam té liét cac ngén tay minh, va ngay lap
tirc, nhitng y nghi ky quai va la lung xuat hién trong tam tri 6ng. Bon
cucubuth trong 16p da va ao giap dugc gidu kin...bon ma ca rong deo cac
loai day xich va 4o giap... bon ching dang 16i vao b tir nhitng chiéc
thuyén kim loai nho hep, chién dau trén mét bai bién, danh lai bon quai vat
16ng 14 mot mat... Mot am thanh cao vit xé toac man dém, cao dén do con
nguoi khé long nghe n6i: Mot nét nhac kéo dai khong diit.
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Bon cucubuth té nhao nhw thé bi ai danh. BDam gan Dee nhat bi té dau tién,
sau d6 lan lugt bon chiing dé6 xudng nhw mot con séng dai, hai tay chiing
bit chdt tai, quan quai trong dau dén. Virginia buéc ra khoi bong t6i, chiéc
sdo gan chat trén moi, va mim cwoi vGi Dee. “Toi ng ¢o lan nay.” Tién sy
cti dau that thap, mot ¢ chi 16i thoi thuwong duwgce dung trong cung dién nit
hoang Elizabeth dé nhat. Virgina lay hoi néi. “Coi nhuv dép lai lan 6ng da
ctru t6i tai Boston.” Mot tén cucubuth cham t&i ¢6 chan cua Dee, han bi dap
ra. “Ta nén di thoi.” Dee ndi. Vai tén cucubuth da gwgng ding day, nhung
Virginia lai théi vai not nhac lam ca bon té nhao ra lan nita. Khé budc vé
phia bon dang quan quai dwdi dat, Virginia va Dee riut ra khoi Covent
Garden. Dee dirng lai mot chit & 16i vao King Street va ngodai dau nhin lai.
Quang treeong rai séi bay gio' la mét mdé nhitng sinh vat dang uéng éo, quan
quai. Mdt vai tén da bat dau mat hinh hai con ngudi. Tay va mat chiing da
tré vé hinh hoai loai thu.

“That ngoan muc,” 6ng ndi, nhanh chéng bat kip Virgina, ngudi van tiép
tuc di vé phia cu6i dwomg, miéng van khong ngirng choi sdo. “Bua phép
nay co tac dung trong bao lau?” Dee hoi. “Khong lau dau. Bon sinh vat
cang thong minh, bua cang kéo dai. Véi 1l sinh vat c6 quai nay: 10, 20
phut.” Trén dwong rai rdc may tén cucubuth oan minh trong con dau dén,
tay ching ép chat 1én tai. Hai tén nga ti trén mai mot toa nha doi dién vai
bon Dee, dap xudng dat, da manh dé lam nitt cdc mién 16t dwong. Khong hé
chun chan, Virigina buéc qua bon ching. Dee thi di vong qua; 6ng biét mot
ci ngd don gian khong thé lam tén hai gi bon nay, c6 chang chi la lam
ching cham di ma thoi. “Toi hoc giai diéu nay tw mot ngwoi Puc,” Virginia
néi gap. “Ong ta titng 1a mot ngudi bt chudt.” “Sao co lai vé phe t6i?” Dee
héi. “Ong da hita s& cho t6i mot thé gidi,” Virginia nghiém tic dap. “Tét
hon hét 6ng nén gitt 1ay 161 hita d6” c6 ndi thém “T6i biét mot vai giai diéu
khac tir nguwoi bat chudt, va tin toi di, ong khong mudn t6i choi ching dau.”
Phép su bat cudi. “Sao chit, nghe ¢ nhw mot 10i de doa vay...” ong bat
dau. “bung vay.” Virginia no6i, nhoén miéng cwdi. “ That ra, con hon mot
101 de doa. N6 la mot 161 hiva.”
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Chap 18

Hai con qua cham chu nhin ngudi phu nit manh dé buwdc ra ngoai béng tai,
miéng khong ngirng thoi cay sdo go. Co gi do hoi mo hé — giong cam giac
t* trong xwong tuy cua chung hon la mot dao dong nho trong khong khi —
ching thdy bong ma cia mot am thanh. Ban nang c¢6 xwa mach bao chiing
tung canh bay, cao va cao hon nita, tranh xa khdi tiéng dong chét nguwoi. Tw
mot do cao ly twdng, ching nhin bon cucubuth nga rap nhu cé treéc con
gio 1on. Va ching thdy Dee cung ngudi phu nit bang ngang nhitng sinh vat
kia, tdn bo thw thai khoi dam 16n x0n. Trong vwong quoc béng toi cia
minh, Odin nhin thdy hai ngudi no thong qua cdap mat cia con qua. Nguoi
phu ni* do la ai, tai sao c6 a lai lam bon cucubuth mat ty chu nhw vay? Vi
Elder cau may, c6 gang tap trung vao co gai kia. C6 diéu gi dé vé co 4, diéu
gi do quen lam. Co ta ro rang la dong minh ctia Dee, va c6 1€ 6 ta dang s&
hitu mot tao tdc nang lwgng c6 xwa. Roi dot nhién, mot céi tén lam bao
nhiéu ky trc dau dén ua vé tam tri 6ng, 6ng quay dau, tru dai trong niém vui
swong tot do. Virginia Dare: M4t trong s6 rat it nguwoi bat ti da tan sat chu
nhan ctia minh va s6ng sét. Ong biét cha nhan ctia ¢6 &, thdm chi con coi vi
ay la ban minh nita. Bay gio, ong c6 thé tra thu cho nguwdi yéu va ban minh.
“Dem Dee vé cho ta,” 6ng ra 1énh cho bon qua. “Giét a kia di.” T trén cao
cta thanh pho, hai con qua bam theo nhitng ngwoi bat t, con vi Elder lai
tiép tuc quan sat tir mat cia chuing.

Chap 19

“Vita mdi nhin qua, bon chau c& twdng co ta la Scatty.” Josh noéi. “Aoife
bong toi,” Perenelle noi, “Chi em sinh d6i ctia Scathach.” “La chi hay em
a?” Josh hoi. Cau ra doi tré hon chi minh 28 gidy, va du cau cao hon c6 bé
ca mot cai dau, cau van cam thay minh la dita em trai bé bong. Perenelle va
Josh tréo xuodng 16i thoat hiém va ditng & con hém dang sau tiém sach, cho
doi Nicholas xuéng cung. “Um ciing con tity ngudi chau hoi chuyén nita,”
Perenelle mim cwdi n6i. “Scathach bado c¢6 ay la chi, nhung Aoife thi luén
miéng tuyén bo minh sinh ra trwdc.” Nicholas xuat hiét ¢ dau cau thang va
bit dau tréo xuéng. Ong di chuyén cham cham va kha ki quic vi phai deo
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chiéc hop go phia sau lung. “Scatty khong bao gio noéi gi vé chi minh.” (:P
Pé tién dich truyén chiing ta hay tam Aoife la chi nha) Josh néi. Cau thay
chuyén nay khé ma tin dwgce. Cau khong thé twéng twgng noi minh khong
bao gio thira nhan chi minh, nguwoi chi sinh doi caa minh. “A, phai, ho cii
nhau khé la cang tir kha 1au roi. Ho cung yéu mot chang trai. Cuchulain,
duwgc ménh danh la Ché San vung Ulster. Du cai tén nghe keu nhu vay, cau
ta hoan toan la ngudi binh thwong. “Chuyén gi da xdy ra?” Josh hoi. “Cau
ta chét.” Perenelle néi ngan gon, roi ba thd dai. “Scatty sé khong mudn
nhac dén chuyén nay dau, nhung Cuchulain da chét nhw mét vi anh hung.
Hai chi em ho ct d6 16i cho nhau, du theo ta thay thi, chang ai mac 16i ca.
Cuchulain con tré va kha wong buwéng. Khong ai diéu khién dwoc cau ta.
Cau ta cling la mot trong nhitng chién binh thién chién nhét tir tredc téi
nay, va la ngudi cudi cung dugc ca Aoife va Scathach huan luyén. Chi em
ho khong néi chuyén suét mot thoi gian dai. Luc dau, Scatty van Iwu lai
chau Au va chau My trong khi Aoife du lich vé phia Nam dén chau Phi; &
do6 co ta dugc ton vinh nhw mot nit than. Roi Aoife di vé vung vién dong,
va ¢ do gan nhu su6t cudc doi. Co nghi la ho khong gdap nhau phai dén 4
hay 5 thé ky nay roi.” “Aoife cé chiu trach nhiém cho ... Cu...Coo...”
“Cuchulain.” “Cho cai chét ctia anh ta khong?” Josh héi. “Ciing giong nhw
Scathach théi. Néu ho chién dau canh anh ta, cé 1€ anh ta da khéng phai
chét.” Nicholas da di t6i chan cau thang, Perenelle va Josh gitip d& ong
nhitng budc cudi ciing. Ong ditng dwa lung vao twong,thd tiing hoi ning
nhoc, va Josh dot nhién nhan ra Nha gia kim bay gio da gia lam ro6i. Cau
nhin ky Flamel hon, rd rang nhitng gi trdi qua tuan ré6i da lam 6ng gia di
kha nhanh — mai t6c ngan cua 6ng gio bac trang, va nhitng nép nhan han
sau lén tran va ma ong. Nhitng duong gan mau & tay 6ng gio noi r6 mon
mot, nhitng dom doi moi ciling kéo nhau hién 1én trén da. Josh chuyén qua
N phu thuy. Ba cling da gia di, du khong nhanh chéng nhw chéng minh.
Perenelle bat gap anh nhin cia Josh, nu cudi cta ba tré nén chua chat hon.
T&i gan Josh, ba tré ngoén tay vao nguwe cau. May to gidy nhan nhim dang
sau 16p 4o thun. “Néu khong lay lai dwgc quyén Codex va thuc hién bua
chu bat tw, chi may
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ngay nita thoi ching ta sé chét vi tudi gia.” Dot ngdt, doi mat mau luc cta
ba mé to, gian giua nwdc mat. “Pau tién la Nicholas, r6i sé dén ta.” Josh
thdy nhuw c6 gi dé tac nghen trong hong. Du ciau khéng tin Nicholas va
khong rd minh nghi thé nao vé Perenelle, suy nghi vé cai chét cta ho thyc
st lam cdu thidy hodng sg. Cau va Sophie can vg chong Flamel.

“Chuing ta phdi 1ay lai Quyén sach cia Dai phap sw Abraham.” Perenelle
lap lai. “Dee gilt quyén Codex.” Josh noi. “Cé thé han da chuyén né cho
chi nhan minh r6i.” Nicholas lac dau. “Ta nghi rang han ta chwa thé lam
chuyén dy. Moi thit dién ra qua nhanh.” Ong dwa cho Josh chiéc hop gb.
“Chau c6 thé mang né gitp ta chit?” Josh khuyu xu6ng vi sitc nang cua cai
hop; n6 nang dén bat ngd. “Nghi xem — Phap suw da theo sat ching ta ké tr
lic han chiém duwgc quyén Codex tuan tredc. Ta khong cho rang han c6 du
thoi gian nép no6 cho chu nhan Elder cia minh. Va ta nghi khong 1y nao han
mang né sang Anh cung vdi dong hanh ly. Vé mat logic ma néi, c6 1é né
van & dau day tai San Francisco nay.” “O dau chi¥?” Josh héi nhanh.
“Chung ta c6 thé trom no lai...” Cau ngirng bat. Ca Perenelle va Nicholas
déu lac dau. “Du han c6 thé,” N phu thay néi, “ Ta ddm cé n6 dang dugc
bao vé bdi nhitng sinh vat khong phai con nguoi. Ngoai ra” — ba go go len
chiéc hop trong tay Josh — “Ching ta c6 viéc quan trong hon phai lam.”
“Chung ta phai tim chi chau.” Nicholas noi. “Va tiéu diét nhitng sinh vat
trén Alcatraz,” Perenelle b6 sung. Josh nhin céd hai véi anh mat dé chirng.
“Nhung ching ta phai lam thé nao day? Chang phai c¢6 cha phai dung hét
cad nang lwgng lan tudi tac cia minh sao? Va c6 chu sé chét?” Cau ndi
thém, giong tham thi. “Phai.” Nicholas va Perenelle Flamel dong thanh néi.
“Va do la cai gia ching ta san sang trd.” Perenelle tuyén bo.

Chap 20

Sophie da tinh, nhung c6 bé van khéng cuc cya, d6i mat nham nghién. Tap
trung vao cac giac quan dwgc Panh thitc, co6 c6 gang hinh dung ra khung
canh xung quanh tir nhitng tiéng dong, mui vi, va toan bd cac cdm giac
dang tran ngap trong minh. Cé vi mudi trong khong khi, diéu khong hé xa
la & San Francisco, nhung mui vi nay dang hon, hoi chua nita, nhw thé c6
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dang & rat gan bién. Vi mu6i hoa lan véi vi cia mui dau diesel, nghia la c6
c6 thé dang & mot bén cang nao do. La lung thay, xuat hién ca mui go va
mot vai gia vi trong bau khong khi am &p. Tham chi truéc Iic ¢d6 cam nhan
duwgc nhitng dau hiéu di chuyén qua lai bén dudi minh va nghe tiéng song
v& dap go, Sophie da biét minh dang & trén mot con thuyén

CoO dang nam, khong phdi trén giwdng, ma trén mot cai gi dé ém ai, git
chat 1y c6 va nang dau va chan cta c6 1én “Ta biét c6 da thirc giac.” Giong
néi lam Sophie phai m& mat. Scathach! Mai t6c doé la dau hién sac mau duy
nhat trong can phong téi om, va chi trong gidy lat, Sophie nghi ngudi phu
nit dang troi trong khong trung. Co xoay x& ngobi 1én — c6 dang nam trén
mot cai vong, Sophie nhan ra — va phat hién rang ngwoi phu nit dang ngoi
bat chéo chan trén mot cai hop go, bo do den gitp co6 ta hoa hgp véi can
phong t6i. Nhung khi Sophie ngoi thang 1én, ky tc ta vé trong c6 va co
biét rang day khong phdi Scathach Béng T6i. Co ta la Aoife Béng toi
Sophie nhin quanh, chi y dén nhitng tdm man day che ctra s6. Mt céi cira
sO bi dong chat, s6 con lai thi bi bit kin bang cac thanh kim loai bat chéo
“Sao c6 biét tdi da thic?” Sophie héi, c6 gang ngoi thang trén chi€c vong
“Ta thay su khac biét trong hoi thd cta c6.” Aoige trd 10i don gidn Sophie
xoay X0 tdi gan mot bén coc. Vira dung dwa doi chan, ¢6 vira nhin 1dy hinh
hai dang ngoi trén chiéc hop. Co ta giong Scathach dén bat ngd — cling mai
toc do, cling doi mat mau luc sac sdo va mau da nhot nhat — nhung c6 gi dé
¢ ham rang khién c6 ta khac v&i nguwdi chi em ctia minh. Scatty cé vai nép
nhan nhé & khée mat va khée miéng, con khuén mat cia Aoife lai cyc ky
lang min “C6 khong sg?” Aoife hdi, hoi nghiéng dau vé mot bén “Khong,”
Sophie hdi, dot nhién nhan ra diéu gi d6. “T6i nén sg sao?” “Co 18, néu c6
biét ta...” Sophie dinh néi c6 biét tat ca vé Aoife, nhung nhw vay sé 10 ra
chuyén ba Phu thiy Endor da truyén lai cho c¢6 moi ky ttc, va c6 khong hé
muon Aoife biét chuyén dy. “T6i biét chi em ctia c6,” Sophie néi “Ta khong
phai Scathach.” Aoife dap, giong c6 phan thay doi, lam 16 ra doi chut vé
nguodn goc Celtic ctaa

“Co phuc vu cho ai?” Sophie lai hoi “Ban than ta.” “Co la Elder thong
thuwong hay Elder den t6i.” Sophie tiép tu
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Ban tay ctia Aoife ra ddu mot cach thé bao. “Nhitng khai niém dé chang c6
y nghia gi. T6t hay xdu la do cdch nhin nhan ma théi. Ta ti'ng gap mot
nguoi bat tir, mot ga dugc goi la William Shakespeare, tirng viét rang chang
c6 gi la tét hay xau, chinh suy nghi cia chiing ta lam né tré nén nhu thé.”
Sophie can can phan ma trong, c6 gitt mot khuon mat nghiém tic. Co
khong dinh ké cho Aoife chuyén c6 da gap dai danh hao chi md&i 2 ngay
tredc. “Sao c6 lai bat céc t6i?” “Bat coc?” Po6i mat cua Aoife m@ to ngac
nhién va sau dé déi moi c6 ta cong Ién. “Co 1€ vay. Ta chi muén n6i chuyén
v6i c6 ma khong bi qudy roi thoi.” “Ta c6 thé n6i chuyén trén duong.” “Ta
muon khong gian riéng tw. Co 1€ ra nén moi ta vao.” Sophie lac dau.
“Khong, toi sé khong lam vay. Em trai t6i sé di tim c0.” Aoife cuoi mia
mai. “Ta nghi lam. Ta da dung do mdt chit v6i cau bé dé6 — kha manh,
nhung chang c6 ky nang gi cd.” Roi, c6 mdt chit sg hai trong giong néi, cd
ta héi : “Cau bé ay la Vang?” “Con t0i la Bac.” Sophie néi day ty hao “Cap
song sinh huyén thoai.” Aoife lai nhéch mép ra vé chang tin ty nao

“C0 khong tin sao?”

“Co biét ti'ng c6 bao nhiéu cdp song sinh huyén thoai hay khong?” “Toi
biét tirng c6 nhitng cap khac...”, Sophie dap day can trong “Rat nhiéu. Vay
c6 6 biét hién gio ho dang ¢ dau?” Sophie lac dau, du co biét o cau tra 1oi
“Nhitng luén dién vang va bac nay khong phdi la mén qua quy gia. Chiing
chinh 1a 10i nguyén.” Aoife néi nhanh. “Ching sé huy hoai c6 va tit ca
nhitng nguwoi xung quanh cd. Ta da ti'ng chitng kién rat nhiéu thanh pho tre
thanh dong hoang tan chi dé tiéu diét mdot cap song sinh.” “Nha Gia kim néi
rang cac Elder Bong t6i...” “Ta da n6i roi: Khong cé Elder Bong t6i” Aoife
ngat. “Chi c6 nhitng Elder, khong cé t6t hay xau. Chi la mot giong loai
ching ta goi la Elder. Mot vai tén ung ho loai ngudi, sé khac khinh khi ho:
D6 la khac biét duy nhat. Va tham chi nhitng nguwdi bao vé loai ngudi do
cling thuong thay doi quan diém cta minh. Co nghi rdng em gai ta ludn la
nha vo dich trong thé gidi loai ngudi hay sao?” Cau hoi that sw 1a Sophie
khong néi nén 10i. Co6 bé muon bat bé lai, nhung nhitng kién thitc quy quyét
ctia ba Phu thuy chi hién vé nhé giot va c6 bé phai chup lay nhitng goi y, y
niém 10 mo vé sy that — that nhat — vé Scathach va tai sao co dy lai dugc
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goi la Bong t6i “Ta can c6 bé néi cho ta biét...”, Aoife md& 16i “Co sé lam
hai t6i sao?” Sophie d6t nhién hoi Aoife ngac nhién. “Chac chan la khong
16i.”

“T6t.” Sophie lan ra khdi cai vong va té xuéng san. C6 bé hoi lac lv. “Toi
can chat gi bé bung”, c6 ngirng lai mét chut. “Toi doi ngau roi. Co cé chat
banh trai gi khong?” Aoife chép mét Co ta budc dén trwde mit Sophie. “A,
khong. Thuyc ra thi, ta khong an. Khong phdi loai tht'c an ma c6 noi t6i.”
“T6i can an chat gi d6. Do an that. Khong phai thit song.” Sophie noi
nhanh, cai bung c6 dang réo am am. “Va khong hanh tay nita.” “Hanh tay
thi sao?” Aoife hoi “T6i khong wa vi d6.” Con thuyén bo neo tai vung vinh
thudc Sausalito. N6 c6 dang mét chiéc hop go hinh chit nhat — trong giong
nhv tang trén ctia mot can nha duge dat xuéng nwdc vay. N6 duge son di
son lai 2 1an bang mau xanh 14 — mo6i lan v&i mot sac thai khac nhau —
nhung khi bién va thoi gian da mai mon phan bé mat va 16p son gio tréc ra
thanh tirng mang, dé 16 cac lan go bén dudi. Khong hé c6 dong co, ma rd
rang la con thuyén ciling chang hé nhé neo da tr lau 1am roi

Sophie va Aoife ng6i trén hai chiéc ghé nhya mau trang & boong tau.
Sophie da an hét hai qua chu6i, mot qua cam, mét qua 1é va gio dang tiép
tuc nham nhap nita ky nho, vira an c6 vira bing cho dam hat roi ca xuéng
bién “Ta khong phai ké thu ctia c6.” Aoife mé 16i. “Ciling khong phai ban.”
Co6 nhanh chéng néi thém. “Ta chi mudn biét chuyén gi da xdy ra vdi
Scathach.” “Sao c0 lai quan tam chit?” Sophie t0 mo, nhin cham cham vao
nguwoi phu nit téc dé. Du doi mat cta Aoife bi che dang sau cap kinh toi
mau, Sophie c6 thé cdm nhan ching dang xody sau vao minh. “Téi nghi hai
nguwoi khong néi chuyén véi nhau ca hang thé ky réi.” “Du sao n6 van la
em ta. NO la... gia dinh. La trach nhiém cta ta.” Sophie gat dau. Co bé hiéu
16 diéu nay. Co ludn thay phai c6 trach nhiém dé mat dén em trai minh — du
cau ta c6 thé tiv cham lo cho minh cyc t6t chang nita. “Co biét dugc bao
nhiéu vé chuyén xdy ra nhitng ngay qua?” Co6 bé hoi. “Chang c6 gi.” Aoife
dap. “Ta cam thdy Scathach ra di va ta dén day ngay lap titc.” “Co dang &
dau?” “Sa mac Gobi.” Sophie biing mot hat nho bang hai ngoén tay r6i nhin
né roi xudng bién. “Nam & Moéng Co, phai khong?” “Pung vay ” “Scatty
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chi vira bién mat ngay hom qua. At hin c6 phai st dung céng tuyén dé t6i
day.” Aoife gat dau. “Ta st dung tiéu xdo do 6ng ban Saint Germain ctia c6
bé day cach day kha lau r6i: Han ta chi ta cach nhin thay nhitng cong tuyén
vang va bac cudn tron.Ta dung ching dé nhdy c6c tir Mong c6 qua dién tho
Ise & Nhat Ban, t6i Uluru & Uc, 16i Pdo Phuc Sinh va cudi cung t6i nui
Tamalpais.” C6 nga nguoi vé phia trwde, gé go vao dau goi “Ta ghét cong
tuyén.” “Scatty néi ching lam c¢6 ay giong nhw bi say séng vay.”

Aoife ngbi lai va gat dau “Phdi r6i. Chinh la cam gidc d6.” Sophie ngoai
nhin xung quanh, nguwdi dan 6ng Nhat Ban da 1ai chiéc limo dang dang cao
son trén thuyén. “Ong ta di cling véi co tir Nhat ?” “Ai? Niten? Khong, 6ng
dy & San Francisco nay. Mot nguwdi bat tir ban cii cta ta.” C6 ta néi thém,
mim cuwoi thanh that. “Pay la thuyén ctia 6ng dy.” “Hinh nhw 6ng dy khong
& day da lau roi.” “Niten di du lich.” Aoife dap don gian. “Ong ay dao
quanh cac vuong quéc béng téi.” Sophie nhin lai lan nita ngwdi dan 6ng
chau A. Ban dau c6 bé cho ring dng ta chi tim mudi chin hai muoi, nhung
gio co bé da nhan thay vai nép nhan ¢ khée mat 6ng ta, cd tay va cac khép
tay 6ng ta ciing rat chic khoée: ddu hiéu ro rang ctia mot vo su. Ong ta dang
cao 16p son cii ra khéi go vGi nhitng dong tac uyén chuyén hoat “Hay néi
cho ta nghe chuyén gi xdy ra vdi Scathach.” Sophie quay lai vdi Aoife va
bé chum nho xuéng. “Nhitng gi toi c6 thé ké cho c6 l1a nhitng gi Nicholas
da noi vai toi va Josh ngay hom qua, va 6ng dy nghe chuyén tir Saint
German. Scathach va Joan of Arch chuén bi di chuyén tr Paris t6i nui
Tamalpais dé gidi citu Perenelle, dang bi ket & Alcatraz...” Aoife dua tay
1én. “Joan of Arc lién quan gi tdi chuyén nay?” “Chi ay da cuwdi Saint
Germain.” Sophie nhe rang cuoi trvdc vé mdt ngac nhién cua Aoife. “Co
khong biét sao? T6i nghi ho cling méi cudi thoi “Joan of Arc va Saint
Germain.” Aoife 1am bam, lac lac dau. “Anh c6 nghe thay khong?” co hdi,
khong quén 1én giong “T6i nghi c6 biét roi.” Niten noi, du giong ong chi
trén mutc thi thAm mét chiit, nhwng van rd rang. Ong tiép tuc béc nhitng 16p
son dang roi 14 ta trén tau “Lam sao anh biét?” Aoife xang giong. “Chang
ai no6i vai toi cd.” Co ta xoay ngudi trén ghé dé nhin Niten. “Sao anh khong
cho to6i hay?” “Co chang bao gid wa ga nguoi Phap do, va toi biét co sé ghét
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ludn ca hai ngwdi bon ho vi em gai c6 da giiup Joan bat tir v4i mau cua co
ay.” “That sao?” Aoife kinh khiép. “Joan dang mang trong minh mau cua
em gai t6i?” “Co khong biét chuyén nay?” Sophie bat ngd Nguwoi phu ni
toc do lac dau. “Khéng hé. Chuyén gi vay “Joan bi két an thiéu séng.
Scathach dd mot minh cuGi ngwa vao thanh pho va giai ciu chi ay, nhung
Joan bij thwong trén duwong tron chay. Cach duy nhat dé citu chi ay la phai
truyén mau.” Sophie gidi thich Aoife cti ngudi vé phia trudc, chong tay 1én
dui, nhitng ngoén tay nhot nhat dai ngoang dan vao nhau. “Hay ké vé em ta
di. Chuyén gi xay ra vdi nd.” “T6i khong biét nhiéu lam.” Sophie noi. “Ro
rang 1a, ho dinh st dung cong tuyén & Notre e, nhung n6 da bi pha ngam.
Saint German tim thdy dau vét cia tro voi ma mut & do. Nicholas cho rang
Machiavelli ditng dang sau vu nay. Thay vi di dén nti Tamalpais hién tai,
c6 vé nhw ho da ha canh xuéng dau do6 trong qua khi?” “Cach day bao
lau?” “Nicholas va Saint Germain nghi xwong voi mamut nghia la ky
Pleistocene. Nhung ciing c6 thé & bat ky dau trong khodng tir 8 triéu nam
toi 11 nghin nam trudc.”

Sophie hét sttc ngac nhién tredc sy thd phao thdy 16 cia Aoife. “O, vay
cling khong té 1am. Néu diung nhu vay, ta c6 thé quay vé va giai cttu ho.”
“Nhu thé nao?” Sophie hoi gang “Nhiéu cach lam.” Aoife nhin qua Niten.
“Co 1€ da t6i lac ta noi chuyén véi Nha gia kim va vg 6ng ta, dé xem ho co
thém tin tirc gi khong. Anh biét ho ¢ dau ch.” “Co.” Niten dap trong khi
van tiép tuc cha son “Co thé néi cho t6i biét dwgc khong?” Sophie cam thay
duwgc sy khoé chiu trong giong minh “Nguwoi dan 6ng manh khanh hat cam
vé phia b0, Sophie va Aoife quay vé hwéng d6 va nhin thdy mot chiéc
Thunderbird mau d6 twoi vira dirng lai tai bén cang trong dam bui m& mit
“Ngay tai day.”

Chap 21

V6i mai toc dai dwoc tim lai thanh chum, dau doi mot chiéc mii ctia doi
boéng chay Dodgers da bac mau, doi mat to dang sau cap kinh day com, va
bd quan 4o to phai dén hai s6 so v6i ¢ ngudi, Ba twdc Saint-Germain di
chuyén trong am tham, ngang qua Sanh Di tai san bay Heathrow, London.
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Buwdc ra ngoai vao budi dém am wét lanh 1€o, anh ta 16i chiéc di dong trong
tii va kiém tra tin nhan. C6 mot tin. Khong hién s6. Tin nhan khéa don gian:
Cap 3, khodng 243. Anh ta quay lai va huéng vé bai dau xe, leo 1én cau
thang dén tang 3. Anh vira di chuyén, vira kiém tra s6 dién thoai. Dt nhién
mot béng den tach ra tit viing t6i va 1an theo budc di ctia anh. “Ong c6 can
goi taxi chang?” “Palamedes”, Saint-Germain tham thi, “Dtng lam thé.
Cau khién t6i dau tim day.” “Khong thé nao. Anh biét t6i & d6 ma, phai
khong.” Saint-Germain gt dau. “T6i ngti thdy cau.” “Y anh Ia t6i boc mui
sao?” “Cau c6 mui cay dinh huong. 0, du sao thi gdp lai ban cii that tot.”
Nguwoi Phap néi, dung phwong ngilt Persian von da bién mat ca thé ky trudc.
“To6i chi wdc sao chung ta & trong mot hoan canh vui vé hon.” Nguoi dan
ong to 16n troc dau néi. Anh ta cam gitip hanh 1y cho Saint-Germain. Nguoi
Phép c6 chaéi tir, nhung Hiép si Saracen mdc ké anh ta. “T6i da gwi tin nhan
cho chu nhan”, hiép si tiép tuc cau chuyén vdi cung loai ngoi ngit co6 xua.
Ca hai nguoi bat tr déu qua kinh nghiém vdéi viéc d6i phé véi nhitng ké
nghe 1én, nhung ho cling biét rang tai London cé nhiéu camera bao vé hon
bat ky thanh pho nao khac trén trai dat. Néu co6 ai thay ho lic nay day ciling
chi thdy mot ga tai xé taxi London dang don khach ma théi.

“Chu nhan cta cau sao r6i?” Saint Germain hdi than trong. “Van rat gian
anh. Co 1€ anh da tang mot mon qua cho nhitng nguwdi dang lo lang nhw
ho.” Palamedes dap, miéng cuoi 16n. “Ong ta sé& gidp t6i chi¥?” Saint-
Germain lo lang héi. “T6i khong biét. T6i sé noi giip cho anh. Ca
Shakespeare nita, ma anh biét 6ng dy khéo mom thé nao r6i day.” Ho ding
lai treéc mot chiéc taxi mau den va

Palamedes m@ ctta dé ngwoi Phap ngoi vao. “Anh sé phai trd gia”, hiép si
néi nghiém tic. Saint-Germain siét chat tay ban minh. “Bat c gi. T6i sé tra
bat ky diéu gi dé dwa vog toi ve.” “Tham chi ca sw bat t?” “Du la thé. Bat
ttr lam gi chi¥, néu khong dwoc song véi nguwdi phu nit téi yéu?” Mot noi
buon vo tan thodng qua trén khuén mat cta hiép si. “T6i hiéu”, anh ta dap
nhe nhang.

Chap 22
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“Pay la ban toi Ma ka tai me she kia kiak,” Billy the Kid néi khi con
thuyén nhé dang lwét song trén vinh

Nguwoi dan 6ng gat dau chao Machiavelli, giong lé nhe: “Pé thuan tién, xin
clt goi toi la Black Hawk”. Anh ta dang mdc, giong nhu Billy, quan jeans
bac mau, doi ung cao boi da cii va do thun. Tuy nhién, trong khi Bill kha
gay go ck Hawk lai twong d6i vam v&. Anh ta xi 1y con thuyén hét sitc dé
dang

Bill dap vao vai anh ta. “Pang kia; xe cta toi & Pier...” “T6i da kiém tra.
Xe anh khong con & d6.” Black Hawk néi, r6i cwdi 16n trwdc vé mat
choang vang cua

“An cdp! C6 ké nao d6 da dn cip xe cua toi!” Anh ta chuyén qua tiéng Y.
“That...that toi 16i!” Machiavelly van giit vé mat khong chat biéu cam.
“T6i dam ca Ni¥ phu thiy da 14y né.” Billy gat dau lia lia. “Ong néi ding.
Nhung 16i, ba ta sé trong nom né, ding khong? Y i 13, ba ta biét n6 1a mot
chiéc xe c6 va sé gi* gin n6 can than?” Machiavelly bat gap 4nh mat cua
Black Hawk va 6ng phai nhin ché khéac ngay trwde khi ga lai cwoi. “Toi tin
chac da doc dau do trong dong hoé so ctia minh rang Perenelle Flamel chi
vira médi hoc 14i xe gan day.” Ong vo tu dap Billy d6 sup xuéng mot bén tau
nhuw thé ai d6 vira danh anh ta. “Ba ta sé lam héng n6. Ba ta sé pha bo
truyén dong, cling c6 thé lam cho may cai 16p dé6 mon vet di. Kiém may cai
16p trang d6 khé lam!” “Nhung tin vui 1a,” Black Hawk cwdi noi, “trong
khoang 1 gio t6i, anh sé khong phai dung mot cai xe nao ca. Lan cudi cung
toi thdy cht nhan tfc gian cd nay la thang 4 nam 1906... va anh biét
chuyén gi xay ra sau do roi day.” Khuon mat Billy nhan nhé hon doéi. “To6i
khong hiéu sao anh lai vui thé. T6i da tinh dé lai cho anh chiéc xe dé6 trong
di chic day.” “Pa ta.” Black Hawk nhtin vai. “Nhung t6i khong ham hé
mady cai Thunderbird; t6i wa Mustang hon.”

Chap 23

Sophie nhay ra khoi ghé vira lic Josh bdm nit m& ctra va lao ra khoi chiéc
Thunderbird mau dé. Tay Aoife dé trén vai, hoi siét lai mot cach duyén
dang, nhung 16i canh bao thi da qua ro: Co6 sé khong di chuyén. Perenelle
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buéc ra ti sau xe va Nicholas cham cham bdm nit mé ctta & ghé sau. Phai
mat vai gidy 6ng mdi dirng thang 1én dugc Niten xuat hién canh Aoife cung
hai thanh kiém Nhat, mot thanh dai va mot thanh ngan, cam trén tay. “Binh
tinh nao,” 6ng ta ndi khé, va Sophie khong biét liéu 6ng dang néi chuyén
vOi minh hay véi Aoife “Sophie, chi khong sao chit?” Josh buéc t6i, nhung
Nicholas chop lay canh tay va dirng cau lai “Chi khong sao”, Sophie dap,
giong c6 bé vong lai trén mat nwdc. Cai bén hoi cao hon so vi con thuyén,
va Sophie dang & vi tri ngang véi em trai minh, nhung ho cach nhau dén 10
feet. Khong thém quay dau lai, c6 bé néi: “T6i da n6i n6 sé tim ra to6i ma.”
“Cau bé that dang kinh ngac.” Aoife Iam bam, r6i cao giong. “Lam sao cau
tim ra ta?” Co ndi 16n, ngu y hoi Josh, nhung Perenelle lai la nguoi tra 1oi.
Ba dang rdo budc cung chong va t6i gan mép bén tau “Co c6 vai nguwdi ban
& My , Aoife,” NIt phu thuy néi. “va it hon s6 day van & trong thanh pho
nay. Co khong c6 noi nao dé tGi... ngoai trit vi Kiém si day, tat nhién r6i.”
Ba hoi cti minh treéc ngwoi dan ong Nhat Ban, hai tay chap chéo trede dui
“Ni phu thty,” 6ng ta xac nhan “T6i tirng nghe nhiéu vé ba, va ca chéng ba
nita.” Ong dap 18,cti dau, du ddi méit 6ng khong hé rdi Perenelle “Chting
toi da goi tGi 10 vO cia 6ng va dugc biét ong khong day 16p sang nay. Roi
chiing t6i 1ai qua nha 6ng: ngay lic thay t¢ bao van con nam trén duong lai
xe vao nha toi biét ong khong hé c6 mat & d6.” “Ba c6 dia chi nha t6i sao?”
Niten dé phong “T6i biét nhitng gi can phai biét vé 6ng, Kiém si.” “Lam
sao ba biét tdi & day?” ong tiép “Ong thuwong dén day vao cudi tuan dé sta
chita con tau.” “Sao ba lai biét?” Niten hdi Perenelle chi mim cwdi, khong
trd 10i “T6i khong hé nhan ra minh lai cé th6i quen thwong 1é dén vay.”
Niten lai cti dau. “Véi mot chién binh khong c6 gi nguy hiém hon chuyén
ndy. Ma t6i ciing khong nhan ra minh bj theo déi diy.” Ong néi thém
“Khong phai trinh sat nao cua toi cling la nguoi ca dau.” N phu thuy dap
“Du la thé; 18 ra t6i phai biét dugc ching. Cé 1€ tudi gia da lam t6i tré nén
lwdi biéng mat r6i.” “Va ching ta déu biét diéu d6 nguy hiém nhuwdong nao,
ding khong?” Perenelle hoi. “Sy lwdi biéng cé thé giét chét ca chién binh
htiing manh nhat.” “Ba sé khong thé theo dubi t6i duwgc nita dau.” Kiém si
dap, dau hoi nghiéng, nd mét nu cwdi nhat trén doi moi mong
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“T6i biét.” “Tai sao ba lai cho t0i biét chuyén nay?” Niten thac mac
“Nicholas va t6i dinh bung sé theo doi nhat ctt nhat dong ctia 6ng, mot khi
chuing t6i biét chac 6ng khong muon hai chiing t6i, ching t6i cling sé khong
lam hai ong. Nhung nhitng gi chung t6i lam, ké khac cling lam dugc... ma
ong va nhitng thanh kiém huyén thoai cia minh 1a mot cai gia hoi day.”
“Chuyén that la cdm dong.” Aoife cat ngang mot cach thé 16, “nhuwng chinh
xac thi ba muén gi?” “Chung t6i dén day vi co bé... va dé no6i chuyén.”
Nicholas tra 16i “Néu ta tir ch6i?” Aoife cao ngao Nicholas thé dai. “Hom
nay khong phai ngay tot cta tbi, con Perenelle cling khong vui vé gi. Gig,
cd that sy mudn choc titc ching t6i ching?” “Ong khong lam t6i sg dau,
Nha gia kim a,” Aoife gam gt “Cé day”, Nicholas tham thi. “Va Perenelle
sé lam c6 phdi kinh hai.” “Ta nén nghe ho n6i.” B4t nhién Niten 1én tiéng.
“Vira méi ddy thdi, c6 con mudn néi chuyén véi ho co mai.” Ong nhic
Aoife “Pung vay, nhung khong phédi ¢ day va khong phai bay gio.” “Hay
noi chuyeén vadi ho di.” Sophie noi

“Im ngay.”

Sophie di vong quanh Aoife. “Dirng bao gid néi chuyén vdi to6i nhu thé lan
nita.” Co bé dap, dot nhién cam thay noi néng. Co ghét — cuc ky ghét — bi
nguoi 16n gat ra Aoife nhin Sophie ngac nhién, nhung chwa kip néi gi thi
Niten da tdi man tau va nhin Nha gia kim cung N phu thuy. “H®a vdi toi
day khong phai tro lwa bip.” “To6i hita.” Nicholas n6i “Ca toi nita,”
Perenelle n6i Canh tay Niten di chuyén kiém bién mat trong 16p bao 6ng
deo & ngang hong. “Moi 1én tau”. Ong néi. “Ct ty nhién nhé.”

“Nay...,” Aoife néi

“Pay la tau cua t6i.” Niten nhac nhé. “va du nha Flamels c6 nhiéu chuyén
rac rdi, toi tin ho sé gilt 10i hita cia minh.” “No6i diéu d6 v6i nhitng nguoi
bi ho phan bdi va tiéu diét dy.” Aoife lam bam nhwng van lui ra sau,
nhuong chd cho Nicholas, Perenelle va Josh 1én tau “Co can phai hoc cach
tin twdng mot chut nita,” Kiém si néi

“Con anh can phdi hoc cach tin twéng diung nguoi di.” Aoife ngat. “Day
khong phai loai nguoi ta tin dwgce dau.” “Em gai cO yéu quy va tin ho.”
Aoife nhéch mép. “T6i khong phai né.”
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Chap 24

“Nhitng chuyén nay chang lién quan gi dén t6i,” Aoife két luan. Nicholas
va Perenelle dd@ mat dén 30 phut dong ho giai thich nhitng sy kién xdy ra
trong vai ngay trudc, bd sung thém vai chi tiét ma Sophie da quén mat hoac
bé qua iten da tao ra may cai thung go & gitra bén tau va sap xép vai céi ghé
khac loai xung quanh d6. Ong dit mot bd 4m chén bing sit tring trong kha
dep mat 1én may cai thung va rot loai tra xanh olive thom nitc g khong
ngoi, chi ditng canh Aoife, hai tay dé ho hitng khi Nicholas va Perenelle
twong thuat lai moi chuyén, ké tir ltic cuén sach Codex bi dén & tiém sach
thi bdy tudn trwdc Aoife lac dau. “T6i chi mudn dwa em gai trd vé an
toan.” “Ching ta déu mudn vay.” Nicholas khang dinh chac nich.
“Scathach cfing rat quy gia v&i ching t6i.” Ong cham vao tay vo. “Chiing
toi coi c6 dy nhu con gai vay.” Roi ong thd dai. “Nhung viéc Scathach tré
vé — va ca Joan nita — khong phai la wu tién cdp thiét cta ching t6i. Cac
Elder bong t6i da xay dung mot quan doi tai nha tu Alcatraz. Ho dinh tha
ching vao thanh phé.” “Thi sao chi?” Aoife hoi Perenelle rwén ngudi vé
phia tredc va mot luong dién kéu lach tach doc theo mai t6c mau bac cia
ba, kéo dai dén tan lwng. Khi ba néi, ti'ng cau tirng chit déu thé hién sy gian
di* gibng nhw anh mat ctia ba vay. “Co tach biét khoi loai nguwdi dén do co
thé nhin ho trén bo tuyét diét hay sao? Co biét rd chuyén gi sé xay ra vGi
nhan loai néu bon quai vat d6 bo 16m ng6i trong thanh phdé co ma.”
“Chuyén nay da tirng xdy ra.” Aoife ngat 10i. Nhitng cum khoi xam thoat ra
ti canh miii ctia cd ta. “ It nhat 13 4 Ian theo t6i duge biét, loai ngudi da gan
nhw bi tiéu diét, nhwng ho lai nhanh chéong phuc hoi dan s6 khap Trai dat.
Ba da gio roi, Nt phu thiy, nhung nhitng gi ba da trai qua chi la mot phan
rat nhé so vGi nhitng gi t6i da chitng kién & Trai dat nay. Toi da thay loai
nguoi thinh réi suy r6i lai thinh lan nita. Poi khi, can phai quét sach mot
phién da trudc khi bat dau duc déo nd.” Co ta dang rong hai tay. “ Hay nhin
xem bon nguwoi bay gio da lam gi véi trai day. Hay xem long tham da sai
khién ho ra sao. Ho da dwa hanh tinh nay t6i bo vuc bi pha huy roi. Bang &
hai cyc dang tan chdy, muc nwdc bién dang tang lén, thoi tiét that thuong,
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mua cling khong con ro rang, vung nong trai héa thanh sa mac...” “Co
giong hét Dee,” Josh dot ngot néi “Sao mi dam so sanh ta v6i ga Phap suw
d6.” Aoife nat no. “Hén 1a tén hén ha.” “Ong ta néi cac Elder den t6i c6 thé
stta chita nhitng 16i lam nay, phai vay khong?” Josh t6 mo “Phai.” Aoife tra
10i don gian. “Ho c6 thé. Ké cho cau ta nghe di.” Co ta néi véi Nha gia kim
Josh quay sang Nicholas. “Phai vay khong chi?” “U”, Nha gia kim thd dai.
“Ho chac chan cé thé.” Sophie rwén ngudi, nhan nhan tran. “Nghia la cac
Elder & phe chi cling c6 thé lam diéu twong ti?” Lan nay, mot sy im lang
kéo dai, va cudi cung khi Nicholas noi, giong ong ro6 la chi hon 10i thi tham
mot chiut. “Chu chac 1a ho c6 thé.” “Vay tai sao ho khong lam?” Sophie
tiép tuc

Nicholas nhin qua Perenelle, va lan nay dén lwgt N phu thay tra 16i. “Bai
vi s6m muon gi cac bac lam cha me sé phai dé con em minh séng tu 1ap va
méc sai 1am. D6 1a cach duy nhét ching phat trién. O thé hé trudce, cac
Elder da song cung loai ngudi, lam viéc canh nhau — Tat ca nhitng truyén
thuyét vé cac vi than c6 dai c6 lién hé vGi loai ngwoi déu céd chut it sy that
trong day. That sy ton tai cac vi than & Trai dat lic bay gio. Nhung loai
nguoi khong hé phat trién. Chi mai dén khi hau hét cac Elder lui vé veong
quoc bong t6i va dé loai nguwoi tw vat 1on thi giong loai nay mdi bat dau
phat trién.” “Hay nghi dén nhitng gi loai nguwoi da lam trong 2000 nam
qua.” Nicholas tiép tuc. “Nghi dén cac phat minh, thanh tyu, phét kién —
nang lwvong nguyén ti, hang khong, giao tiép qudc té trong tich tac, tham
chi 1a du lich trong vii tru — va ghi nhé rang nén van minh Ai cap da tirng
ton tai hon 3000 nam. Babylon duwgc xdy dung cach day hon 4000 nam,
thanh pho dau tién ctia Indus xuat hién cach day hon 5000 nam va tai Su
me la hon 6000 nam. Tai sao cdc nén van minh d6 khong thé dat dugc
nhitng gi nén van minh hién tai da lam dwgc véi thoi gian ngan hon nhiéu?”
Josh lac dau, nhung Sophie lai gat gu. Co bé biét cau tra 10i “Béi vi cac
Elder — dugc loai nguwdi xuwng tung la than linh — da song véi ho.” Perenelle
néi. “Cac Elder cung cap moi thit nén ho can phai lui vé da con nguwoi cé
thé phat trién.” “Nhung vai nguwdi da ¢ lai.” Sophie phan déi “The Witch,
Prometheus,...” “Mars...” Josh thém vao “Gilgamesh”, Sophie noi. “Va
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Scathach. Chi ay da & lai.” “Phai, m6t vai nguwdi tiép tuc hwdng dan va day
do thé hé mdi, thic day ho di trén con dwong tdi sw vi dai hung khong phai
dé xen dy, dnh hwdng va chac chan la khéng phai dé lam chd.” Perenelle
giai thich Aoife bat cudi kha chdi tai “Pung la mot vai Elder den tdi da co
gang cai tri loai nguwoi, va ho chién dau vdi loai nguoi, ngan trd moi no luc
cia ho. Nhung bat ky ai & lai déu c6 ly do cta ho... ngoai trir co.
“Perenelle dot nhién noéi, nhin vao Aoife. “Tai sao co tiép tuc & lai thé gidi
loai ngwoi?” Lai mot sy im lang keo dai khi doi mat cia Aoife dot nhién xa
xam, vO hon. “Béi vi Scathach & lai.” Ro6i c6 ta dap Tam tri Sophie ltc nay
toan la nhitng hinh anh khuing khiép va mot cai tén vut xudt hién: “Béi vi
Cuchulain.” C6 bé néi to “Cuchulain.” Aoife dong y. “Nguwoi da xen gitta
hai ta. Chang trai ma chung ta tranh gianh.” Mot chang trai tré, nguoi
thwong bi thuwong, tw tréi minh vao mot cay c6t dé hu doa ké thu da vao
bwdc dwong cung... Scathach va Aoife cung nhau, viegt qua mot bai chién
treong, c6 gang tdi cho chang trai trirde khi ba sinh vat to 16n giong loai
qua sa xudng co thé chang... May con qua kéo 1ay cai xac da ri ra cta
chang trai va bay 1én trdi... Sau dé Scathach va Aoife danh nhau vé6i nhitng
guom va giao, luong dién mau xam cudn quanh 1y ho, xoan lai giong hinh
dang ctia mot loai cam thi nao d6 “Lé ra ching ta khong nén danh nhau.”
Aoife no6i. “Ching ta da thoét ra nhitng 10i cay nghiét, Ching ta néi ra
nhitng 161 khong nén noi.” “Co c6 thé dén mot thanh phé chi danh cho
riéng c6.” Perenelle n6i Aoife lac dau. “T6i & lai vi nguwdi ta n6i rang mot
ngay nao do toi sé co dip lam hoa véi Scathach.”

Ngay ca khi aoife dang noéi, Sophie van nhin thdy mot hinh danh mo
mo:Scathach — hay la Aoife? — leo 1én lvng ctia mot con quai vat co doi
chan ngudi nhung lai mang dau ran. N6 khoac mot tdim do choang bang ran
song, va bon nay cit phong ra, hét lan nay tdi lan khac, vao vi chién binh
toc do. “Ai noi vai co vay?” co bé hoi, bang mot giong tham thi khan khan
“Ba ngoai ta: Phu thuy xit Endor.” Khuén mat cta Aoife bong trd nén dir
ton “Loi ba noi kho ma sai dugc. Toi sé khong di vGi cac nguoi, toi khong
thé gitip cac nguwdi. T6i phai tim em géi, Toi sé trd vé qua khit néu can phai
nhu vay.” Nicholas nhin c0 ta. “Luc nay day Saint Germain cting dang tim
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cach tré vé qua khitr dé giai citu Joan va Scathach.” Aoife cau nhau. “So
Elder & thé gigi nay c6 thé lam dugc diéu dé chi dém dugc trén dau ngén
tay. Ma bon ho gid cling chang vui vé gi.” “Hiép si Saracen dang noéi
chuyén vdi ong chu cua anh ta, Tammuz, the Green Man.” Nicholas dap
gon. “Giong nhuw Chronos, 6ng ta c6 kha nang di chuyén trong cac mach
thoi gian.” “Ong mong 4o ta s& gitip Saint Germain sao?” tiéng cudi clia
Aoife, vira u t6i lai vira xdu xi ng vong trén mat nwdc. “Tammuz sé xé xac
han ra thanh tt'ng manh.”

Chap 25

“Chung ta c6 thé bay t6i San Francisco,” Virginia Dare thi tham. “T6i thich
di may bay lam. Pac biét néu & khoang hang nhat, va sé tuyét hon néu 6ng
tra tién.” “T6i ghét bay.” Dee 1am bam. “Hon nita, c6 hai van dé: dat vé sé
dé lai du vét cho nhitng ké dang truy tim, va chuyén bay dau tién dén sang
mai m@i cat canh. Chuyén 11h dén West Cost. Chting ta mat qua nhiéu thoi
gian, va cac Elder sé dé dang sap x€ép ca mot hoi dong don tiép co va toi khi
chiing ta tiép dat.” “Thé con truc thing cd nhan? Ong nhiéu tién dén thé co
ma.” “Phai, toi nhiéu tién, nhung mé thu tuc cling phai mat dén hang gio va
dé lai biét bao la dau vét. Khong, cach nay tot hon nhiéu.” “T6t hon, y ong
la nguy hiém chang?” Virginia hoi khé. “C6 bao gio co6 phién long vi
chuyén nay dau.” “T6i la nguwoi bat t¥, chit khong phai minh dong da sat.
Toi cling c6 thé bi giét... va dng cling thé”, c6 nhac nhd ong. “Cang séng
lau, t6i cang tran trong cudc doi minh. T6i chwra mudn két thic n6 dau.”
Hai nguoi, giong cac cap khach du lich khac, dang ding duwéi bong cay
chiém nguwdng mat tién cua toa Thap London, phan d4 mau trang nho da
chuyén sang mau bo trong anh nang am ap. M4t tran mua vira quét qua
thanh pho, dé lai nhitng viing nwdc dang phan chiéu anh sang. Du da kha
tré, van con rat nhiéu nguwdi dén tham thd, thwdng thitc khong khi mat mé
va tram tro tredc thang canh London bén bo séng Thames. Choc choc dén
mady anh lai nha 1én. “Ca doi té6i hinh nhw chi quan quanh toa thap nay,”
Dee noi, giong bang khuang. “T6i da dén tham Walter Raleigh tai day ngay
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trwdc khi ong ta bi t& hinh,” 6ng néi. “Va khi t6i con la mét dira tré, bo toi
dwa t6i dén day dé xem su ti tai Vwon thi Hoang gia (Royal Menagerie).”

“Rat xtc dong.” Dare n6i. “Con gio ong cé thé ndi tai sao ching ta lai dén
day chwa?” Dee gat dau. “Co6 mot 16i vao Vuong quoc bong tbi phia trong.”
“Cong vao Vwong quoc cta Ké phan boi.” Dare gat gu. “T6i c6 nghe qua.”
Vai ¢6 run run bén duédi 4o khoac. “Nguwoi ta don rang day la mot noi kinh
khting.” Dee phét 1. “Cung nhau, t6i doan chac ta da manh dé kich hoat va
di vao d6. Mot khi ¢ trong vivong qudc bong tdi nay, ta cé thé nhdy céc qua
ti noi ndy qua noi khac dén khi dit chan t6i My.” Ong cudi v6i mot chit
hém hinh trong d6. “Khi da kich hoat canh cong, ta sé phan lai vi tri hién
tai cta chinh ta.” Virginia néi. “Qua vay. Nhung khi ¢ trong Vuwong quoc
bong toi, khong ai cé thé doan duwgc ta dang di dau.” Virginia Dare lac dau,
mai toc dai xoa xudng lung. “To6i c6 thé chi ra mot vai van dé nho nho
trong ké hoach nay khéng?” “Sao nao?” “Cit cho rang ta cé thé vuot qua
dam linh canh & Toa thap...” “Cé gi kho. C6 c6 thé phu phép cho chiing
ngu vGi am nhac.” “Roi ta lai cho rang c6 thé nhay téi Canh céng Vuong
quoc danh cho Ké phan bdi.” “Ta c6 thé lam dugc.” Dee dap khong hé nao
ning. “Ta nao c6 biét ai 1a cha nhan cia Vuwong quoc d6?” Tién si lac dau.
“Chang ai biét ca. Co 1€, mot s6 it Elder — nhung c6 biét day, nhiéu virong
quoc Bong toi tiép giap véi Trai dat déu rong khong.” “Toi cling biét cac
Elder den t6i dang kéu goi nhitng ngwdi anh em ctia ho song tai cac Vuong
quoc bén ngoai xich gan dén 16i di Litha. Rat c6 thé mot cai gi do da kéo
dén sinh song noi day r6i.” Dee vita dinh m& 101 binh luén, nhung Virginia
tiép tuc. “Nhung c¥ cho rang virong quoc dy rong khong di. Roi ching ta sé
phai di qua n6 dé dén 1 hay 2 hoac la 3 vitong quoc nita tredc khi dén dugc
vrong quoc tiép giap v6i nuwdc My.” “Phai.” “Va né c6 thé & bat ky dau
trén dat My tiv Alaska dén Florida?” “Phai. Treong hgp xau nhat ta c6 thé &
cach San Francisco tdi vai gio bay.” “Vay thi, ndi toi biét tai sao ta phai tr@
lai San Francisco chi¢? Toi twdng thanh pho ay da bi di quan khting khiép
cta Elder chiém gitt r6i ?” “Cubn sach ctia Phap sw Abraham dang & San
Francisco. T6i can né.” “Cudi cung ciling t6i roi!” Virginia reo lén vui
mirng. “Ong mat nhidu thoi gian qua day.” C6 mia mai. Va roi dot ngdt co
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dirng lai khi vira c6 mot suy nghi day 1én. “Cudn sach van & trong tay ong —
ong chua giao né cho Elder sao?” “Khong. T6i quyét dinh sé giit né.”
“Git!” Virginia cao giong lam dam khach du lich vé khuya phai ngoai lai
nhin. Co6 thap giong xudng dén mitc chi hon 10i thi tham mot chat. “Dé lam
gi?” Dee cu0i. “T0i sé dung né dé ty minh diéu khién trai dat nay.” Virginia
chép mat ngac nhién, va réi c6 dot ngdt cuwoi vui vé. “Tién si, 6ng dién
roi... ma c6 18 toi con dién hon co, vi da lam ban véi 6ng. Ong nghi cac
chi nhan Elder sé cho phép 6ng chiém no, virong quoc wa thich cia ho
chang?” “Toi sé khong cho ho lwa chon nao dau,” Dee tra 10i don gian.
“T6i da cong hién cho ho ca cudc doi — vai cudc doi — phuc vu. Thé nhung,
chi vi vai sai pham nho nho, ho san sang khép t6i vao mot cai toi phai chiu
dung mai mai. Ho da phan toi la mot Gio, toi chi phuc vu cho minh to6i thoi
— va ca co nita.” Ong nhanh chéng bé sung khi nhin thdy nét mit ngudi
dong hanh cua minh. “T6i sé gianh 1ay quyén diéu khién hanh tinh nay t
cac Elders, giét tat ca bon ngudi bat tit, Elder va Thé hé ké ti€p van con
song & day. Roi t6i sé niém phong 16i vao cac Vwong quéc va phan cach thé
gigi nay vai s6 khac. Toi sé lam cho hanh tinh nay la cta t6i. néu c6 vé phe
toi. Chung ta c6é thé cung nhau lam chu.” Virginia Dare buéc lui lai va tw
tit, than trong nhin Dee tir trén xuéng duwdi. “Co nhin gi vay?” Ong hoi.
“MGt ga ngde.” Co gat. “Lam sao ong co thé dat dwgec muc tiéu nay cha?”
“H6m qua t6i da thdy mot Archon.” Virginia chép mat ngac nhién. “Toi
chwa titng thdy moét ai. Twéng ho chi la truyén thuyét.” “Toi thay
Cernunnos, vi Than mot sitng. Pitng gan giong nhu thé t6i dang ditng canh
co day. Va roi sau dé, né dén canh t6i: n6 da gwi mot vat thé mang, mot vat
thé duoc tao ra, diéu khién hoan toan bang nang lwgng cta sy twdng twgng.
Nang lwgng dé that dang gom... ma Cernunnos chi la mdt trong s6 nho
Archons thoi day.” Virginia lac lac dau. “Vay thi n6 lién quan gi tGi chuyén
ong lam chu thé gidi nay?” “T6i da c6 4 thanh gwom Sitc manh. T6i dinh sé
triéu hoi Coatlicue, ké manh nhat trong s6 cac Archons. Ba ta sé phuc vu
cho t6i.”

Virginia thd hon hén. “John, that dién r6.” Co6 néi gap. “Va du cho 6ng c6
thé goi vi Archon 4y, tai sao ba ta chiu phuc vu cho dng co chi?? Ong c6 thé
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trao doi vat gi dé hap dan ba ta day?” “Coatlicue khinh miét va ghé tém
bon Elder. Hang thé ky trudc, ho da xi ba ta mot hinh phat phdi ganh chiu
mai mai — t6i doan ba ta sé mudn tra thu.” “Thu han diéu khién tat ca ching
ta.” Virginia 1am bam. “Nhirng t6i van chwa thdy lam sao ma...” Nu cuoi
cua tién s that khang khiép. “To6i biét 16i vao Xibalba & trai dat nay. Néu ba
ta phuc vu cho t6i, to6i sé chi cho ba ta cho d6.”

“va mot khi ba ta da & Xibalba...”Virginia thi tham. Dee gat dau. “Ba ta sé
dén dugc vo s6 cac Vwong qudc. Roi ba ta sé pha hay ching, dap tan moi
thi ba thdy.” Tiéng cuwdi cua Dare run run. “T6i titng luén than phuc sy tan
bao cua 6ng, John, nhung diéu nay qud that ngoan muc. Du cho 6ng, véi
sttc manh hién co6, cling khong thé triéu héi mét Archon dugc. Dac biét 1a
Me ctia Cac vi than. Ngay khi ba ta budc vao vao thé gidi nay, ba ta sé
nghién nat thi dau tién ba thay.” Dee nhin vai. “Qua that t6i phai can vat gi
d6 that manh mé, that siéu nhién, dé 16i kéo va lam xao nhang ba ta trong
khi toi tréi budc ba ta v6i cac loai than chit.” Ong cham vao thanh kiém
dudi lan ao. Cau tra 10i chay tudt trong cac ngon tay cua ong va khong khi
dot nhién phu day mui cam. Nu cwdi 6ng trd nén man rg. “T6i sé hién cho
ba ta mot luéng dién vang nguyén chat.”

Chap 26

Sophie va Josh di canh nhau trén bén cdng & Sausalito, bang qua nhitng
chiéc nha thuyén xinh dep. Chang cé chiéc nao giong nhau, so6 thi nho va
thap, so khac lai cao va dai. Pa s6 déu c6 thuyén cao su budc & thanh tau,
mot chiéc thdm chi con c6 cd mo neo & dudi tau. Cap sinh déi dé mac
Nicholas va Perenelle tranh cdi vd&i Aoife trén thuyén cia Niten. Kiém si
van chang néi 161 nao, chi chdc chdc lai bwdc vé vi tri noi tay 6ng co thé
dat 1én vai cua Aoife khi co ta noi doa 1én. “Ta lam gi bay gio?” Josh hai.
Sophie nhin cau. “Lam? Chuyén gi?” “Y em 13, ta c6 vé nha khdng?” “Roi
sau do thi sao? Ta vé nha dé lam gi ch?” Josh dut hai tay vao tdi sau quan
jean roi buwéc tiép. Cau cling khong biét cau tra 10i. “Chi biét khong, chi
dén lic roi nha dé di kiém gia dinh Flamel em md&i nhan ra minh da mat
qué nhiéu.” Cau néi. “Y em mét 1a sao?” Sophie béi réi. “Nhitng ngay trai
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qua cung Flamel da 1dy mat cta ching ta tat ca.” Josh tiép tuc. “Moi thit ta
nghi minh biét — tat ca vé lich s, nhitng than thoai, thdm chi cad khdo co
nita — tat ca héa ra chi la 16i n6i doi. Tham chi twong lai ctia ching ta ciing
bi xba sach.” Sophie gat dau. C6 bé cling titng nghi nhu vay, nhung khong
hé ngac nhién cau em minh lai mat nhiéu thgi gian hon dé ngam ra dén thé.
“Vay ching ta sé di dau?” Josh ngitng lai dé nhin vé phia con tau cua
Niten. Du cach dén hon 100 yard, cau van ha thap giong xuoéng va tham thi.
“Chi oi, chung ta sé lam gi day? Em khong tin twong Flamel.” “Chi cting
vay.” Sophie thi nhan. “Nhuwng ching ta lai dang & thé mac ket vGi chu dy.”
Sophie gat dau. “Va chi nghi ta can phai nhin nhan chuyén nay dén khi né
két thic.” “Nghia la sao?” Josh hoi day tuyét vong. “Chi nghe ho néi réi
ddy — Ho dang ban dén chuyén tdn cong Alcatraz. That dién r6.” “Nhung
néu ho khong lam vay, bon yéu quai trén dao sé tan cong San Francisco.”
Sophie budc t6i ké bén em minh, khéng khi dot nhién swc mui vanilla ngot
ngao. B6i mat mau xanh sang ctia c6 bé 1ap lanh anh bac. “Em c6 bao gio
nghi ddy mdi chinh la s6 phan cta chiing ta? Bay mdi chinh la céi ta phai
lam.” Josh 1ui lai, cau d6t nhién thay sg¢ vi xtic cdm manh mé trong giong
cua chi minh. “Chi dang noi gi vay?” Cau hoi. “Josh, 10 000 nam trudc,
Abraham da viét vé ching ta...” Josh vdi va lic dau. “Khong. Ong ta viét
vé cdp sinh dobi... ma cé biét bao nhiéu la cap sinh doi trén thé gidi nay.”
“Khong ai giong ching ta.” “Rat nhiéu ngwoi giong ta,” cau tiép tuc. “Nhd
khong? Nha Flamel da thu thap cac cap sinh doi vang va bac qua nhiéu thé
hé. Va khong mot ai trong s6 ho song sét khi duwge Banh thire.” “Ching ta
da lam dugc.” Sophie nhac nhé. “Gan nhuw khong.” “Josh, chi da dwgc huan
luyén phép thuat Khong khi, Lira va Nuéc con em da dugc Panh thic va
huan luyén phép Nudc. Chiing ta khong thé 10 di nhitng kha nang nay. Hién
gio ta c6 co hoi dé dung chiing, dé bao vé thanh pho.” “Chi c6 bao gid suy
nghi,” Josh d6t nhién hoi, “Liéu chung ta dang ding vé 1& phai? Liéu
Flamel la quan dich va Dee 1a ngudi tot?”

Ca hai nguwoi déu nhin thdy nhitng di chuyén chdp nhoang cung mot lic va
quay lai, doi dién vGi Niten. Mdc du bay gio la dau gio chiéu kha yén tinh,
ho van khong nghe thdy tiéng Kiém si di t6i. Ong khé ciii chdo. “Bon ho
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dang doi hai chau.” Ong noéi, liéc nhin vé phia con tau. Ong quay nguoi va
bwdc di, roi dirng lai, li€c nhin ra dang sau, va anh sang quét 1én khuén mat
ong, lam doi mat ndu ctia 6ng bién thanh hai chiéc gwong soi. “T6i da nghe
thay cau héi cudi cung cia chau. Toi la nguwdi bat tr, du t6i song khong lau
bang Nicholas hay Perenelle, hién tai va mai mai t6i van sé la mot chién
binh. Va néu cudc doi cé day t6i diéu gi, do chinh 1a, trong moi cudc chién,
ca hai phe déu tin rang ho la 1é phai.” “Thé con ching chau, Niten?” Josh
héi, “ Ching chau c6 thudc vé 1 phai khong?”

“Cac chau dang ding vé mot phe, diéu nay rat quan trong. Chau khong can
phai ding vé phe d6. Thwong thi hanh dong diing cdm nhét chinh la tha
nhan minh d3 méc sai 1am.” Ong ngitng mot chut, roi néi tiép. “Hay di theo
con tim chau. Bdo vé lan nhau, tin twédng lan nhau, bdi vi, dén cudi cung, tat
ca nhitng nguwdi nay déu muodn diéu gi dé tir chau, hodc mudn chau lam gi
dé cho ho, hay tré nén diéu gi d6 chau vén khéng phai. Trach nhiém duy
nhat caa hai chau chinh 1a hai chdu day.” R6i ong quay lai va sdi budc.
Nicholas va Perenelle dang cho trén bén tau. Sophie c6 thé cam thdy anh
mat Perenelle dang do xét khuén mat hai di¥a, gan nhu thé ba dang doc y
nghi chiing vay. N& phu thuy buéc t6i, Sophie chgt nhan ra mot diéu: ro
rang Perenelle - khong phai Nicholas — dang dan dau. C6 bé ngo ra rang
ngwoi phu nit kia van luon ludn la tha linh. “Pa dén ldc quyét dinh.”
Flamel néi v6i mot nu cwdi méo xéch. “Ching chau dang noéi vé - ” Josh
ma& 10i. “Thoi gian néi chuyén da hét.” Perenelle ngat 10i. “Da t6i lic hanh
dong. Cac chau theo ta ch?” ba hoi. “Bon chau con lya chon nao sao?”
Josh dap. Perenelle vira dinh m& miéng, Nicholas da kéo tay ao ba va khé
l4c dau. Nhin cip sinh d6i, 6ng néi. “Ludn cé nhiéu Iya chon.” Ong dwa ba
ngon tay xwong xau. “Cac chau cé thé chién didu cung ta, c6 thé vé phe
Dee, hodc khong lam gi ca.” Vé madt ong tréd nén dir tgn. “Néu chau theo
Dee, thanh phd nay va ca thé gigi nay sé chét cd. Néu chau khong lam gi,
thanh pho va thé gidi nay ciing sé chét. Nhung néu chau chién dau cung ta,
van con c6 co hdi — mot co hoi nhé, nhung du sao van c6 — cho loai nguwoi.”
“Nhung... ” Josh bat dau. Sophie buéc téi, tim 1ay vai em minh, nhéo dau
dén mitc lam cho ciu phaéi im lang. “Ching chau theo chii.” Sophie néi. Co
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bé nhin em trai va cau gat dau ngay lap tirc. “Ca hai ching chéau sé theo
chi.” R6i co6 bé nhin tir Nicholas sang Perenelle. “Vay, gio chiing ta lam
gi?” Nt phu thay hoi cdi dau, nhwng khong giau duge Sophie nu cwdi tham
cia ba. “Josh can phdi hoc it nhat mot loai Phép thuat co ban nita.”
Perenelle noi. “Néu cé thoi gian, ta cé thé kiém ai dé6 huan luyén cho cau
bé phép Pat, Khong khi, va Lira, nhung ta khong thé. Co nghi cau bé sé chi
hoc dugc thém mot loai ma thuat trong thoi gian con lai cua ching ta.”
“Nhung loai nao a?” Josh hoi. Perenelle xoay nguwoi nhin Nha gia kim, 1ong
may ba nhiu 1én thanh mot cau hoi khong 16i. Ho khong ndi 10i nao ca,
nhung N phu thuy gat

dau va quay lai v&i nu cudi trén moi. “Ching ta sé huan luyén Josh phép
Ltra.” Ba noi. Josh nhin Sophie va nhoén miéng cwoi. “Lwa. Chau thich
nd.” Ro6i cau lai quay lai Perenelle. “Nhung ai sé huan luyén chau?” Sophie
biét cau trd 16i trwdc khi N phu thay dap. “Ching ta sé tim gap
Prometheus, Bac thay vé Lira.”

End section
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