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LOI GIOI THIEU

O tdp sdch ndy, Nha xudt bdan Tré mong mudn gidi
thiéu dén ban doc mot cdi nhin khd toan dién vé ving
ddt Nam B¢ - voi mot tén goi than thudc Gia Pinh. Di
la Gia Dinh phii, Gia Dinh trdn hay Gia Dinh thanh,
tén goi vung ddt dy — dat Gia Pinh — cing gom cd Nam
B9, voi trung tdm hanh chinh, qudn sy quan trong la
Bén Nghé - Sai Gon. Tw ddt Gia Dinh xua, chiing ta
fim hiéu sau hon vé Bén Nghé - Sai Gon, ving lanh tho
co bdn da dinh hinh trong thé ky thit XIX véi ba don vi
hanh chinh: Sai Gon - Cho Lon va Gia DPinh. Phan lén
viang ddt Bén Nghé - Sai Gon xua nay thuéc Thanh phd
Hoé Chi Minh. Tix khong gian rong (Dat Gia Dinh xua)
dén khong gian hep (Bén Nghé xwa) ban doc sé co dip
lam quen voi Nguoi Sai Gon — nhung chi nhdn cii va
mai ciia ving ddt da tie lau tré thanh mot phan khong
thé tdach roi ciia T6 quoc Viét Nam.
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Tdp sdch Dét Gia Dinh - Bé€n Nghé xwa va Nguoi
Sai Gon duoc xudt bdn lan ndy nhdam gitip ban doc c6
diéu ki¢n nghién cvu mot cdch toan dién vé ddt va nguoi
Sai Gon - Gia Pinh xua dé hiéu hon vé ddt va nguoi
Thanh phé Ho6 Chi Minh hom nay.

Cd ba tdc phdm déu dwoc tdc gid bién soan trong
nhiing thdp ky cudi thé ky XX, dwoc tdi bdn nhiéu lan
trong nhung ndm qua da minh chiing siic thuyét phuc
cia logi d@é tai nay.

Xin trdn trong gioi thiéu cung ban doc.
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LOI MO DAU

Chiing ta kho long hinh dung dwoc hét noi kho ciia
nhitng l6p nguoi di truoc trong cudc khai hoang ving
ddt phia Nam. Phan lon ho la cwe dan mién Trung song
duoi ché do quan - quyén ciia chiia Nguyén tham é, ha
khdc, phdi ldm vao cdnh - nhue Nguyén Cuw Trinh tdu
bay - “mudi dé dén chin nguoi chin, nghéo khd, that
nghiép rét 1a dang thwong”, chdp nhdn roi bé lang qué
véi nhiimg moé md té tién dé lam nhimg ké lang thang,
phiéu lwu kiém song noi mién ddt la. Ho con la nhitng
t nhén phdi toi leu day biét xit, vinh vién khong dwoc
quay vé noi da cdt ron, chon nhau, va hin da sé'la nhiimg
phan tik bdt tri, khong chiu song kiép khudt phuc, won
heén truoc bon cuong quyén nhiing lam...

Bdy gio, tién vé phwong Nam la muén gid tie nghéo
doi, thodt ly nguc t ciia nhitng rang budc phong kién
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giam ham da mdy ngan ndam, vieot khéi mdnh ddtr qué
nghéo cang ngay cang chdt choi hon vé dién tich va
nghet thé hon vé mdt tinh than, dé mong tim kiém mot
chdn troi moi.

Nhung tién vé Nam, ciing la tién vé mién ddt hoang
vu, ddy nhitng mudi mong, rdn rét, ddy nhitng trdn sdu,
hum beo, va trong tung budc khai phd gian nan duwong
ddu véi nhitng bdt trdc khon luong tie phia thién nhién
va phia con nguoi. Trén ving ddt moi, ké nhw on dinh,
ho vin khong thodt ra khéi khd nan tie nhitng tranh
chdp, phan ly, tie nhitng chién tranh xam lwoc va van
chua thodt hdn duwoc doéi nghéo, luoén phdi gong minh
chia phdn trdch nhiém kho dau véi toan dan toc.

Song trén viing ddt “sen tan hoi 4m, ban gdy mit
bun”, nhitng ngwoi Viét da ching to dwoc minh, tim
gap lai minh, qua siic chiu dung truong ky truocc cdc
thie thdch, qua tai sdng tao trucc cdc tinh hudng khdc
nghiét, qua sy hoa dong tuyét diéu voi nhitng con nguoi
thudc cdc ddn toc khdc nhau véi nhitng vin héa khdc
nhau, dé hoan thanh mét lanh tho khang trang chita ddy
stkc song va giit viing duoc tinh cdch thong nhdt nhiém
mau cua dan toc minh.

Lam sao hiéu hét cung bdc, nhip diéu ciia bdn truong
ca - dong thoi la bdn hung ca - Nam tién ciia dan toc
Viét, néu khong cé nhitng cong trinh ghi lai, dau la
muén mot, nhitng ching dwong di cia cdc tién nhan?

Rdt nhiéu ban tré ngay nay can duoc quay vé nguon

cii, tim hiéu vé sy hinh thanh nhitng viing ddt maoi, voi sy



lap dp dung lang, voi sw dao kinh mé rach, cung nhitng
théi dn nét 6 va nhitng chién ddu moi mdt dé ton tai va
vuieon lén trén mdnh ddt nay.

Ngay mai dwoc bdt ddu tie ngay hom nay, va ngay
hom nay duwoc bt dau tie ngay hom qua. Nhiimg Lop ké
thira la chiing ta ddy khong thé cé dwoc sic ndng ciia
long biét on néu khong cé sw hiéu biét vé nhitng né luc,
hi sinh clia cdc tién nhdan.

Nha Xudt bdn Tré, tdi bdan quyén Pat Gia Pinh Xua
ciia Son Nam - mot cong trinh ¢6 ndi dung hét sic cu
thé duweoc viét tie nguon tuw liéu phong phii ciia mot s6 nha
nghién ciku thoi qua, cong véi von lieng hiéu biét rong
rdi ciia tdc gid vé mot mién dat ma minh sinh trucng
va da day cong tim hiéu la mot viéc lam thich thoi, hitu
ich, c6 nhiéu y nghia sdu xa.

VU HANH
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~ VAINET
VE THIEN NHIEN

CO LE QUYEN SACH XUA NHAT NOI VE PAT
Gia Dinh xwa ma ta con biét dugc 1a cudén Chdn Lap
Phong Tho ky ctia Chau Pat Quan. Tac gia 1a nguoi
Trung Qudc doi nha Nguyén, theo chan mot phai doan
ngoai giao Trung Hoa sang Chan Lap, dén tan tha do
Ang-co. Dung thuyén di tir bién vao, nguoc song Ciu
Long, qua My Tho, ngang Dong Thap Muoi, téc gid nhin
1én bo chi thdy “nhiing bui mdy dai, cdy to, cdt vang,
lau sdy trdng”. O muc Nii song, tic gid ghi lai nhing
chom ciy ram rap ctia khu rimg thip (rimg Sac), clra
song qud rong, cdy to va may dai, tao bong mat va chd
trd cho chim chéc va muong thd, tiéng kéu ti€ng hot
vang doi. Vao duoc nira duong song, 1an dau tién tic gia

thdy dugc mot canh dong lda bat ngan, khong mot goc
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cay to. Trau rimg hang ngan con, hop timg bay trén dong
cd. Doc bo song 1a rimg tre gai, ming tre c¢6 vi ding.

Theo nhting st sach clia nguoi Viét cling nhuw nguoi
nudc ngodi, chil yéu 1a ctia nguoi Phép, thi mién dat
Nam B¢ xua khi nguoi Viét dit chan dén hay con kha
hoang vu. Vao thé ky XVI tr& vé trude, da c6 nhiéu
nguoi nudc ngoai qua lai noi nay tim phwong lam an
budn ban: ngudi Trung Hoa, ngudi Nhat, nguoi Ma Lai,
ngudi An Do, ngudi phuong Tay (Tdy Ban Nha, Bd
Dao Nha). Nhung hau hét ho khong dimg chan lai day
ma di xa hon, Ién tan Phndém Pénh d€ budn ban. Nguoi
Kho me tép trung chi yéu & vang dat Luc Chan Lap
(1anh thd Campuchia hién nay), dat cao rdo, dé lam én,
nguodn loi nhiéu: tdm ca Bién HO6. Mién ha luu song
Meé Cong, nay la Nam B0, khong c6 mo vang, md bac,
dau khAu, tram huong, to lua, ho tiéu v.v... dé hap dan
thuong khéch. Lic bay gio c6 mot ving tuong doi sung
tiic, nhiéu lda gao 1a Bai Xau, gan ctra song Hau. Phan
16m dat dai con rimg ram hoang vu, nhiéu thd dit, khi
hau 4m thap, con khé lam in.

Loai miy dai ma Chau Dat Quan nhic dén hai lan
la may voc xanh tuoi, moc hoang & dat thap, ri xuéng
nuéc, nay con dé lai ddu &n & dia danh: Puong May,
Xéo May, rach Chic Ca Pao (tiéng Khome, dao 1a may).
Cay to um tum, nhiéu béng mat ma o6ng ké khong hin
1a cay sao, cau dau moc rai rac & Nam B ma c6 thé
1a cay 1am vo, cay gira, cay xdp v6i mo ré phu thong
xudng bam dat, 1au ngay 16n 1én nhu nhimg ciy cot



nha, 14 rung nhiéu nim day dat, tang che tdi om, noi
cop lam hang sinh dé. Lia ma, lau tring, sy dé& va tre
moc dé dang trén dat moi bdi. Tre gai thich hop voi dat
cao va dat thap, nudc ngap khong chét, & nude lg ciing
nhu nuoc ngot. Tre moc rat nhiéu, sau nay con ghi lai
thanh nhiéu tén dat nhu Bén Tre, Xéo Tre, Vinh Tre.
RE tre giit duoc dit boi nhuw ré sdy, ré dude.

Cénh hoang so, doc dia d6 lam nan long nhiéu nguoi
nhung khong 1am thoi chi ngudi Viét di khai hoang, nhw
thuc t€ da ching minh.

Vi sao nhu vay?

Vi nhimg nguoi da dén day la khong thé trd vé, ho
da khong thé song duoc hoidc khong duoc sdng & qué
cha dat t6 & mién ngoai.

Quan trong hon 12 nguoi Viét di khdn hoang, mang
theo minh nén vin minh lda nudce tir lau doi ctia dan toc,
td tién, séng c6 tS chiic hon nhitng nguoi di trude. Bing
ching 1a ho da thay duoc mién dat con hoang vu nhiéu
de doa nay tiém ning 16n vé nong nghiép. Ho da thay
duoc “dia cudc” tot. Hai chir dia cuéc do Trinh Hoai
Diuc dung dau tién trong Gia Dinh Thanh Thong Chi
khong c6 ndi dung huyén bi vé phong thity ma chi noi
c6 nhiéu thuan loi d€ 1am lda nudc, duoc tiéu tudi diéu
hoa véi song rach thién nhién ching chit stc nguoi chi
can diéu chinh thém sao cho ¢6 duoc nudc ngot udng
vao mua han, khong bi ngap dng vao mua lut, c6 kha
niing lui t6i dé dang voi Bén Nghé, v6i kinh do Hué
theo duong bo, duong song, duong bién... thi c6 thé &
lai khai thac duoc.
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St xua con ghi lai chuyén hai vién chiic nha Nguyén
la x4 sai (mot chitc vu nganh tu phdp) Van Trinh va
twong than lai (mot chitc vu nganh thu€ vu va phét lwong
cho linh) Vin Chiéu lanh nhiém vu huéng din nhém
di than “bai Thanh phuc Minh”, nguoi Trung Hoa sang
dau hang nha Nguyén, d&n ngay ving My Tho d€ lam
rudng. Pua di nhu vay dau phai 1a chuyén ciu may hay
tuy hing. Ving My Tho lic by gio (va dén bay gio)
1a ving “dia cudc” tot trong mién chau thd phic tap,
rong lon mic dau theo Trinh Hoai Puc vang nay hay
con hoang nhan v6i hum beo qua lai.

Nguoi xua da nhin ding. Vung My Tho va phu can
12 noi thuén loi cho ndng nghiép. N6i nhu vay dé thay
rang ngay tir khi con 1am ruéng & Ba Ria, nguoi Viét
van t&i lui mién chau thd dé sin bit hodc khai thac
nhimg ngudn loi thién nhién khac, nén da hiéu kha ranh
rot vé dit dai, song rach bo bién. Do d6 ma da huéng
dan nguoi moi vao ding chd ¢6 kha ning 1am dn sinh
song. Vé dai thé, tir d6 dén nay, hinh thé dat dai viing
nay khong thay déi dang ké. Muc nuéc hing nim cla
song Ciru Long c6 thé dang cao hon vi chua c6 hé thong
kinh dao dua nudc lut ra vinh Thai Lan. Cung véi thoi
gian, nhitng doi, vinh, cu lao, song cai hodc bi 1& hoac
duoc bdi them hang ki-16-mét. Mii Ca Mau ciing duoc
boi dip thém mai.



Nguoi ta thuong néi dit nay “lam choi dn thiét”,
chua hin nhu vay.

Anh hudng ctia gi6 mua khong phai chi c6 mot chidu
thuan loi. Dién bién cna thoi tiét phic tap, khé doan
trudc duoc, da xay ra thién tai cho nhiéu nim va cho
timg vung. Gi6 thuan, muwa hoa van 1a mot udc mo, 1a
“phudc troi” cho nguoi khan hoang, 1ap 4p. Ngap lut,
han han x4y ra theo chu ky dai ngin timg muoi, muoi
hai ndm hodc ba, bon nim. Ngudi lam rudong bam viu
vao kinh nghiém, dya theo sy tinh toin tuan hoan can
chi cia am lich, thi du nhue ndm Gidp Ty, nam Binh
Thin... thi 1a lut, mwa sém, mwa mudn v.v...

Dong bing song Ciru Long khong ngoai quy luat
4y, tuy c6 chiéu huéng diéu hoa hon nhitng mién khéc
cta dat nudc.

Mién nhiét doi thuong c6 nhiéu yéu t& khong thuan
cho canh tac va sitc khde con nguoi. Ning ltra mua dau.
Ning dd sao, mura thui dat. Nhu thang ning sau Tét, dat
rudng rit lai, nit né nhw vét ran trén d6 gom xua, gitra
hai cuc déit kho c6 k& hd ¢ mot phan tay hodc rong
hon, géc canh kha bén c6 thé 1am dit chan néu la dat
phén. Muia mua dén véi sdm sét, vang dat kho né trd
thanh bién nuéc ménh mong. Co chét vi ning lta lai
sinh s6i, manh khoe hon mua trudc, khi dat vira thim
w6t voi tran mua dau mua. HOt tram ndy mam mau le
nho khi rirg chay, hot bi thiéu trong Ita ngon. Cay “lda
ma” moc hoang, gié nd ra, lia chin rung tirng hot khi bi
ngap, chot duodi hot lda dai va nhon, rung thi cim nhanh
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xudng bun! Mua ning, hot Iia rung duoc bao quan trong
dat kho dé r6i ndy mam, 1én ma non khi nuéc lut dang
cao. Mua lut, ca nudc ngot troi theo nude ra kha xa vam
bién. Nguoc lai, téi mia kho, ca bién va cd nudce lo lai
theo thiy triéu ma vao sau trong 1ong song. Cé 16 voi
vy cting c6 thé 16¢ di trén buin dat kho. Ca tré, rua, luon
c6 thé song trong bun ma khong #n udng trong vai ba
thang nidng. Ca sit dé trimg trén kho, mua ning tring
bay tung theo gi6 rdi dap xudng nhw hat bui dé nd ra
trong viing nuéc dau tién clia con mua dau mua. Con
cO quim, nhan sen, trich ré, trich c6 1a chim troi nhung
dau va ngd trén bun. Chim b6 ndng, gia s6i & Mai Ca
Mau quen bay timg dan dén tan Bién H6 dat Campuchia
dé #n ca mua lut roi trd vé rimg cii.

Muong thi déu phai thich tng véi muia muwa, mia
niang, voi dit kho va song rach ao viing dé sdng con
va 1on lén.

Nguoi trude ké lai, d€n nhu cop quen uéng nudc
sudi, dao choi quanh swon nui, xuéng day phai lam
quen vGi phong canh méi: uéng nude bun, 16i bi bom
trén sinh 1ay, khong c6 huwou nai thi phai #n ca thoi
10i, &n cua, boi 10i vung vé nhu ché tir bo song qua ci
lao dé rinh mdi gitta bui dira nuéc & nuée lo, khong
duoc thodi mdi nhu bay siu 10i rong choi tir vam ra
bién r6i tré vao vam song khéac. Thong dong nhit ¢6
1& 1a diéu qua, 6 bién dip xudng soéng to, rach nho,
ngay dn ca thira thai, dém dén lai vao rimg cay um
tum nghi ngoi.



Khi troi “sa mua giong” dau mua 12 lic thién nhién
biéu duong stic manh. Bai song, dong ¢, rimg thua cing
v6i nuéc, may noi ti€p nhau mot mau. SAm nd xé lung
trod. Timg mang dat trén bai cwa quay, nhw nguoi ta noi,
con cu tu lau ndm dang trd minh! Thatra d6 la can dudc,
ba ba song 1au niam, nim im mic cho dat bun bao phu,
nay song day hiang hai véi thoi tiét méi. Sau bo téi, bo lui
trén bai, ha miéng. Con thudng ludng trong truyén thuyét
xa xua duoc nhic lai qua hinh 4nh “Ong rdn mai gam,
ong mang xa vuong” 16m hon cai khap dang di chuyén,
lam ¢4 nga xuong, gay nat theo mot duomg dai quanh co!

Mudn vat da vay, con nguoi tinh khon va c6 t6 chic,
cang phai thich tng véi moi truong méi, dé ton tai va
phat trién.

Déng bing Nam B0 chia ra hai phan cao thap rd
rét. Viing cao véi phi sa c8, viing thdp véi phil sa méi.
Lin ranh gitta hai viing #n theo con duong tir Ty Ninh
t6i Sai Gon, xudng phia bién theo huoéng Long Dién.

Khu vyc phia Tdy Nam, thuong goi la dong bing
song Ctru Long gdm phui sa m&i v&i qua trinh boi tu - con
goi 1a tram tich - khd phiic tap, khong ddng deéu, tao ra
nhiing ving dt cao thap khac nhau, tuy chi chénh léch
doi ba mét tudng nhur khong dang ké nhung lai rat quan
trong trong khi 1am lda nudc theo ky thuat ¢d truyén véi
nudce troi va chiu dnh hudng ciia thiy triéu.
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Da lam rudng nudce thi sy bd tri lang mac cting phai
thich hop v6i cach 1am rudong d6. Nha & khong thé qua
xa thira rudng, ngudi phéi c6 dd nudc udng, lang mac
phai ndi lién nhau dé€ trao ddi hang hoa. Thong thuong
thi nudc trong rudng phai theo sy tang trudng clia cay
lia, né€u thi€u hodc thira c& 20 centimét sé& gy thiét
hai 16n.

Ddng bing dat thap, gan ven bién, chi cao tir 0,5 mét
dén 1 mét, vung cao hon vé phia Bic, ciing tr 1,5 mét
dén 2 mét. DAc thap, mudn tim do cao 1 mét, binh quan
phai di 100km. Mién dong bing nay mang dic tinh clia
mot mién chua céi tao xong.

Song Tién la song gia, chdy quanh va long sau, nhan
dén hai phan ba luu lugng nude va phu sa. Song Hau
la song tré, chdy thing, nhan phin con lai. Phu sa chi
trAm tich noi c6 diéu kién thuan l¢i, nhu & song Tién,
song quanh co, nuéc chay gip bo. Noi nhiéu nuéc, phi
sa trim tich dé& dang & ven song, bo bién. Do dd, ta nhin
ban dd c6 nhiéu gidng dat cao rdo doc theo bién tir Can
Giudc qua Go Cong, My Tho, Bén Tre, Tra Vinh, Séc
Tring va nhiéu gidong hai bén bo song, dic biét trén song
Tién tir My Tho ra bién, ndi danh nhat 1a dat Ba Gidong
canh téc rat thuan loi, mau md.

Ngoai nhitng ving ven séng, bién, phan dat con lai
1a dat rong va thap, thi€u diéu kién cho phu sa tram tich.

Song Ctu Long thudc loai song dai cua thé gidi
(4.220km) mitc nudc sai biét gitra mua han va mua lut
binh quan 4 mét & dong bing Nam Bo, nhung miic sai



biét d6 khong de doa cudc song dan cw vi phan 16m nude
lut da rit nguoc vé cdi hd 16m thién nhién la Bién HO
dé r6i tir tir thao ra. Dong thdp va nhimg ving triing 16m
& Nam Bo ciing 1a noi chita nuéc (Pdng Thap Muoi),
mot phan nuéc lut tudn tran ra by song Hau, thoat ra
vinh Thai Lan.

Nhimng gidng & ven song, ven bién 1a nhing diém
tyra quan trong nhat trong cong tic khin hoang. Gidng
khong bi ngap lut, d& tim mach nudc giéng, dé cit nha,
dn & hop vé sinh. Gidng & ven song, rach dugc 1oi thé
vé tiéu tudi nuéc ngot, do nude 1on nude rong. Ddng
bao ngay trude goi d6 1a phong thiy tot “thong lwu quan
khai”, ndm na néi “song sau nudc chay”.

Nhu vay, ranh gi6i gitra dat t6t va xau, wu dai va
khong wu dai gan tring hop véi ranh gi¢i hing nim li
lut ctia dong bing song Ctru Long, cling gan trung hop
v6i duong Qudc 16 40 tir Sai Gon di Tién Giang. Anh
hudng ctia 1 Iyt phia Nam ranh gi¢i nay khong dang ké
vi dat gidng cao lai gan ctra bién, con goi dit cam thily.
O song rach, mitc nudce sai biét gitta hai mua khong cao
13m, khoang 2 mét, c6 thé gidi quyét véi mot hé thong
muong nhd, kinh dao. O day cay dwa, cam, quit khong
bi ngap gbc mua nudc 16m. Trai lai, phia Bic ranh gidi
nay (vung Chau Pdéc, Tan Chau, Hong Ngu, My Duc,
ké ca ving Cu lao Ong Chudng) tuy c6 phu sa tot boi
thém hang nam nhung vi myc nudc chénh Iéch qua 16m

1 Nay ddi tén thanh Quéc 16 1. (BTV)
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(non 4 mét) gitra hai mua nén cay cdi xo xac vi bi kho
mua han, bi ngdp mua nudc. Ngoai ngudn loi chinh 1a
lia rudng, cw dan vang nay khong c6 ngudn 1oi tir nhitng
vuon cay in trai, bu lai duoc ngudn loi cé tom.

Phan dait con lai, xau hon, goi la dit dong (theo
nghia rong ménh mong) qua thap, bi ing vao mua lut,
cd moc lan tran, phén tich tu nhiéu doi. C6 hai loai
cd tiu bi€u noi phan dat nay 1a dung va bang (nguoi
Phap goi chung mot ti€ng 1a jone). Ngoai ra ¢6 ¢ ning,
bong sen, bong sing, lia ma. Réi rac gitta ving triing
ndi 1én vai go cao, gidng nhd chi dd cho mot s6 it bam
tru 1am rudong & d6. Ving triing to nhat ciia Nam Bo 1a
Dong Thap Muoi, ban dau tén dat nay chi danh cho mot
vung triing nho, sau dung dé chi ludn cho toan ving,
dai khoang 130km, rong khoang 30km. N&i ti€p v&i
Dong Thap Muoi, vé phia Hau Giang 1a ving thuong
duoc goi 1a “t& giac” gitra cac thi xa Chau DPoc, Long
Xuyén, Rach Gid, Ha Tién: dat thap, t¢i miia nudce lut,
day Bay Niii tré thanh hon non bo gittra cai bé can, nuoc
ngp sat chan nidi. Cay bdy thua, cady gdo song manh,
dim chan trong bién nuéc ngot. Trong ving dat qué
thap nay, cdy tram moc ting mang 16m, nhw mot khu
rung tram thily, tao moi trudng tot cho cd, luwon, rua,
&ch, rén sinh s6i ndy n& nhanh chéng. Phia vinh Thai
Lan, rimg tram chay dai ven bién ndi vao rimg dudc &
Mii Ca Mau.

Dbat dong, dat triing ngdy trudc nhiéu ca tom, cii,
mat ong, sap nhung duong di lai kho khin, c6 lic thi€u



lia gao 4n qua ngay, lai thém bénh sot rét kinh nién,
giét chét nhiéu nguoi, it ai dam dinh cu.

Pat Nam B0 nhiéu kinh rach. Nhitng con rach nhé
ndi lién bor song cdi vao canh ddng. Rach dan nudc vao
dat triing, chd thap nhat goi 1a lung, bau, ldng, ha lang,
tuy theo chiéu sau va hinh dang. Rach lai chia thanh
nhiéu nhénh nhéc, nudc chay theo thiy triéu, nudc 16m
tr song cai vao ngon, nudc rong tix ngon rit ra, chd
khong chay theo do nghiéng ctia dat.

Rach bit nguon tir bo song cai dé d6 vao rudong. Tén
rach thuong c6 chir “cdi” ding dau, c6 1€ do chir “nga
céi” titc 12 ngd d6 ra song cdi, néi gon lai.

Theo quy luat tram tich, borrach nhé 1an hoi ¢ giong
ndi 1én, méi nidm mot cao do nudc lut tran b, lau siy
moc lén gitr dit phu sa lai. Rach tao ra nhimg giao diém
trén bor song cdi. Nguoi ta thay tir cho Long Xuyén 1én
cho Thot Nét, trén quang duong chimg 19km ¢6 tGi 30
con rach 16n nhd cit ngang bd song Hau, vé sau bic
cau, bé dai nhimg cay cau nay cong lai 917 mét, binh
quan 21 mét duong 16 c6 1 mét cau®. Theo con dudng
tr An Hitu 1én Cao Lanh, doc bo song Tién, trén khoang
duong dai 32km c6 24 cay cau sat. O tinh Kién Giang,
x4 Vinh Hoa Hung, trén song Cai Lon tuw ny ban xa
dén ap Vinh Anh, phéi qua 241 cau lon, nho, don so,
bic qua rach, cong, mwong ma mdi nha déu dao. Con
duong d6 quanh co, tinh duong chim bay, chi 1a 7km...

1 Xem Monographie de la province de Long Xuyén ciia Victor Duvernoy
Edition du Moniteur de L’Indochine, Ha Noi 1930.
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QUAN LAI PHONG KIEN
LUU DAN VA
NGUOI TU DAY

NGUYEN CU TRINH, NGUOI DAY CONG GAY
dung dat Gia Dinh tir budi dau goi noi day 1a “tan ha dai
thap, chiét liéu triém né”: sen tan noi 4m thap, khi hau
doc dia, nhanh thiy liéu (cAy ban) gdy roi xuéng bun.

Ong hiéu r6 viing dat nay khong thuan loi may cho
nguoi di khin hoang, nhung ong cang hiéu vi sao ho
phdi d&n day. T nam 1751, khi con lam tuan pht Quéng
Ngdi, ong da dang s¢ khuyén chiia Nguyén nén nghi dén
dan da qud khé: “Viéc hai dan ngay nay thi cép linh,
nudi voi, ndp an, ba viéc dy la trude hét, ngoai ra nhiing
chi phi qu4 1 rat nhiéu”. Dan thi mot ¢ nim bay trong:
“Dan Quéang Ngi chiu thong thudc nhiéu noi, da chiu
Iénh cac nha truong sai dw, lai chiu 1€nh c4c nha treong
dién 0, lai chiu lénh cé4c nha téi biét nap, lai chiu Iénh cac
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nha sai vién vi tit, lai chiu 1€nh céc nha sai vién nguyén
dau, lai chiu 1énh ban ph, lai chiu lénh quan lai nha
mon, lai chiu Iénh céc sai nhan, lai chiu 1énh ctia nguoi
di sin ngang doc, ha khong phai muoi con dé dén chin
ngudi chin, nghéo khd thit nghiép rat 1a dang thwong”.

Ong cho thay su khon khé ctia dan xtt Pang Trong
thoi Ay. Quan lai thi chi trong vao bit b tra hdi ma 1ay
1oc, khién cia dan cang hao. C6 rit nhiéu dan “lau”,
nguoi thi tron thué ma phai di lang thang, nguoi thi vi
doi rét ma phai xiéu tdn, nhung chia Nguyén ctt ghi vao
s6 bit thu thué tat ca, dan khong chiu ndi."

Chia Nguyén lai phong kién hii bai dén cyc doan:
chi tin dung nhitng nguodi thudc ho minh, huyén minh
va xt minh ma thoi (Ho Nguyén, huyén Téng Son, xi
Thanh Héa). Chtic vu trong yéu chi giao cho thanh phan
than thuoc k€ trén. Nguoi qué & Thuan Héa, Quang Nam
la dan “trdm ho”, chi 1am chiic vu nhd, con chau khong
duoc mién thué, suu.

Viéc hoc hanh thi ctr khong duoc chid y. Chién tranh
lien mién gitta Trinh va Nguyén lam nhan dan d6 than.
Bon thong tri quan liéu tha hd vo vét dén cang cuc.
Quang Nam dugc coi 1a giau c6, thu€ dong ning hon
viing Thanh Héa. Khong ké giau ngheéo, ai ciing phai ndp
thué sai du (thu€ than) va vai mén tién phu thu nhu tién
ti€t liéu (bét budc ndp vao dip Tét), tién thuong tan (1€
com mdi), tién cudc mé (dé chd 1da). Lé sdu nim mot

1 L& Quybon, Phii Bién Tap Luc, NXB. Khoa hoc xa hoi Ha Noi, 1977,
tr.200.



1an duyét tuyén 16m, ba nim mot 1an duyét tuyén nho dé
kiém tra dan s&, ctt moi 1an nhu vay thi quan trén xuéng
tan dia phuong lam viéc hang thiang, quy dinh s6 thué
phai nop tuy theo hang dan, mot kiéu dong thué khoén
cho timg xa. Mdi 1an duyét tuyén, c4c xa con phai dong
thém c4c khodn tién dé cac quan chia nhau xai: tién git
cira truong, tién trinh dién quan.

Khi dugc b dung, mbi vién chitc 1én nhé déu phai
nop 1€ thuong ti€n (cho chua), ndi 1€ (cho nodi cung),
tién lanh béng, tién ngu loc (cho cac quan), tién dong
in, tién trAu. D&én nhu nguoi ¢6 rudng, sau khi ndp lia
xong, con phéi gop thém phén tre lam bo dung lda, s&
phén dugc quy dinh qua cao, ngoai mitc can dung thuc
sw. Boi vay, c6 thé nop tién mit thay cho phén dé céc
quan va bo ha chia tién d6 theo cip bac ma tiéu xai, thay
cho tién lwong, lai con budc cic xa phai nop tién khoan
kh& dé sira kho khi hu hdng. Luat 1& doi chiia Nguyén
vit vanh, nhé nhen dé vo vét khong chira mot thit gi du
16n du nho, nhiéu khi t6i mic vo ly, tic cudi.

Ky thuat canh tac con lac hau, ning suét cdy trong
thap, dan thém dong thi dién tich binh quan dau nguoi
lai thau hep, nguoi lao dong thi€u dat cay cdy. Lao dong
lam thué trong nong nghiép tré nén ré mat.

Viéc mua ban trong x& thém dinh d6n vi chinh siach
bé& quan tda cang, tic thwong ctia chia Nguyén. Quan lai
btic hi€p, dn hoi 10 ctia gidi chuyén budn ban & Hoi An,
tich lily dé sim vang bac, ngoc nga, rudng vuon, hodc
dé chon gidu dem theo dudi mo khi chét.
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Vua chia thi 4n choi xa xi, ddong thoi ngay cang nudi
tham vong 1ap thanh mot nudc riéng. Chia Nguyén Phiic
Chu moi hoa thuong Thich Pai San tr Quang Pong
dén, nho van dong voi nha Thanh cong nhan viéc tach
xtt Dang Trong thanh mot qudc gia phan 1ap - véi tién
héi 16, tit nhién - nhung viéc bat thanh. Nguyén Phiic
Chu cho dao Phat phat trién, nhim gay hau thuin manh
mé cho minh, lai ty xung 1a Thién Tung dao nhan, lam
gido chi (vi gido chii nay song budng tha, khi chét dé
lai 146 nguoi con, vira trai vira géi). Dé€n doi Nguyén
Phic Khodt thi xung vuong, 1ap triéu dinh cho mot
qudc gia riéng bit dan phai thay d6i y phuc cho khac
voi Pang Ngoai.

Thoi cac chiia Nguyén, da timg c6 giao thiép véi
cac thuong gia nudc ngoai, nhung cac chda lai khon
vit. Thuong gia Pierre Poivre ké lai 1an d6 Vo Vuong
ngd y xem va mua vai mon hang. Cac quan dén dong
dd, lya chon, mot s6 hang duoc chuyén tay nhau xem
rOi... mat luon.

Ngudi phuong TAy muén mua nga voi, tram huong...
phéi lo hdi 16 cac quan, bing khong thi mat tién hoic
bi that hita.

Ai da vao dat Dong Nai - Gia Dinh?

Phii Bién Tap Luc cta Lé Qui Don n6i ro ho Nguyén
chiéu mo6 nhiting ngudi dan “céd vat luc” & xi& Quang
Nam, cac phtu Dién Ban, Quang Ngii, Quy Nhon dua
di khin hoang. Nhitng nguoi di dan duoc ty tién chiém
dat, m& vuon trong cau, xay cit nha ctra, lai cho thau



nhan con trai, con géi tir viing cao, ving ndi mua vé
lam no ti. N6 ti duoc két hop thanh vo chdng, cay ciy.
Mbi nha giau c6 dién no (day té 1am rudng) dén nim,
sau muoi ngudi, trau bo dén ba bon tram con, cay bira
cdly git ban ron khong ho tay.

Gia Dinh Thanh Thong Chi cia Trinh Hoai Puc
ciing chép cac chua Nguyén chiéu mo luu dan tir chau
Bo Chénh tré vo Nam dén & khip noi.

D6 1a viéc cdc chia Nguyén. Trong cudc phan tranh
voi chda Trinh & Dang Ngoai ho can mé rong dia ban,
cting c6 thé lyc. Pua dan vao Nam khén hoang 1a nhim
muc dich d6. Nhung chiing ta dugc biét ring truéc khi
céc chia Nguyén t6 chiic chiéu mo dan do6i khd da ty
dong, 18 t& bd qué quan & mién Trung vao Nam lam
dn da nhiéu, c6 diéu 1a song rai rac, it ¢6 td chic va it
duoc bao veé.

Nhirng nguoi dan di khdn hoang vao Nam gip
nhiéu kho khin noi dat méi, bun 1ay nuéc dong, mudi
mong rin rét, v.v... nhung ho khong son long vi du
sao thu di truéc mit cling khong ac bing quan lai, vua
chda noi qué nha. D€ khuyén khich di dan vao Nam,
chia Nguyén dé ra luat 1& ban dau don gian, rong rai
(ma that ra ho muén kiém soat ciing khong duoc).
Nguoi khan dit viang Bién Hoa c6 thé ndp thu€ vung
Gia Dinh, ty minh khai loai rudong t6t xau, dién tich
cling cin ct theo 101 khai, khong ai d€n rudng xac
minh. Do luong chua théng nhat, tuy thdéi quen dia
phuong. Dung ¥y nha cAm quyén l1a khuyén khich dan
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khai khin, d€ 1ap thon xa; khi c6 diéu kién, v6i nim
bay nguoi chiu ding don, bdo ddm ndp thu€ cho cap
trén 1a duoc. Thué dién & vung dit mai dé 4n lau, gia
biéu ciing ré hon & Trung Bo.

Niam 1698, Nguyén Hiru Cénh (tén that 1a Kinh)
nhan chtic kinh lugc vao Nam dé sip xép vé hanh chinh.
Trén du kién 16n, dit ra phi Gia Dinh, pht nay chia ra
hai huyén Ia huyén Phuéc Long gom Bién Hoa, Ba Ria
sau nay va huyén Tan Binh dn tir song Sai Gon vé phia
Tay Nam, dén song Ctu Long, tily kha ning khai khin
trong twong lai ma dinh thém. Do d6, tén dat Gia Dinh
ngdy xwa gdbm ca Nam B0, v6i trung tdm hanh chinh,
quén sy, quan trong la Bén Nghé - Sai Gon. Nam do,
dat dai dd m& rong 1.000 dim, dan s6 khoang 4 van
ho. Khi di d4anh thing, rit quan vé ti gitta chimg, 6ng
mang bénh rdi chét nim 1700, noi dimg quén goi 1a Ca
lao Ong Chudng (ttic Chudng co Nguyén Hiru Canh)
dé nho ong.

Phii Bién Tap Luc n6i chiia Nguyén chiéu mo nhing
nguoi “cé vat luc”, ta hiéu d6 1a nhimg nguoi c6 tién
bac, dung cu khai khan. Mu6n khan hoang, phai c6 von,
thém nhan coéng. Von dé thué mudn, ké cd mua nd ti va
phai du ciia d€ dn trong nhimg nim dau chua thu dugc
hoa loi tir dat méi khai khidn. Chéng nhiing can von con
phai sin phuong tién di chuyén (ghe xudng) dé di lai
van chuyén san phdm & mot noi nhiéu song rach nhuw
Nam Bo.

Nhitng thanh phan khéc 12 nd ti, dién nd va luu dan.



N© ti thuong 1a dan tdc it nguoi do nhitng nguoi “cod
vat lyc” duoc phép cong khai mua tai chd, dem theo
vao dat méi d€ phuc dich. Nam goi 1a né, nit goi 1a fi.

Nhung dong nhét s6 ngudi di khai hoang 1a lwu
dan, lic dau lam muén cho dién chd, dién no truc tiép
cam dao biia pha rimg, cam cay vé rudng. D6 1a nhing
nguoi dem stic lao dong d€ ban, ngoai ra khong con gi
khac dé c6 thé ty minh lam 4n sinh song dwoc noi xa
la moéi dén.

Luu ddn 1a dan luu tan, bd qué quan, bd lang xa ma
di lam dn tha phuong, noi nao thiy dugc thi & lai lam
dn it 1au, khong chiu duoc nita thi di noi khac. V€ miit
luat 1e, chiia Nguyén van phdng theo nha Leé, chi thay
ddi chiit it cho hop véi mién Trung. Dan chia thanh hai
loai: chdnh ho (gbc & tai lang) va khdch ho (tr noi khac
dén), dan khach ho nap thu€ nhe hon dan chanh ho.

M0oi loai hd duoc chia thanh tam hang: trdng, quan,
ddn (ba hang dau nay gdm nguoi tré, khoe), 1do (gia), tat
(tan tat), c6 (lam mudn), cing (nghéo) va dao (trén). Tam
hang déu chiu dong thu€ day di. Néu la thuoc khach ho
thi cac hang tat, c6, cang, dao dugc mién thué. Day 1a sy
x&p hang vé nguyén tic dé tinh thué, trong truomg hop
lang xa thay thu€ qua cao, dan khong dong néi thi cho
khi€u nai, xin sut hang, thi du hang trdng xudng hang
c6, hang ¢ xudng hang cing, hang cing xuéng hang
dao! Trong mau don xin sut thu€ c6 cau: “Tirndm... d&€n
nay, cdc hang nghéo khd xiéu tdn di biét, xa toi nhiéu
lan phai dén cé4c thué sai dw cho ho...”
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Dbam dan “nghéo khd xiéu tan di biét” néi trong don
1a thanh phan dong dao nhit vao Pong Nai - Gia Dinh,
lam dién n6 cho nhimg nguoi “cé vat luc”. Ho khong
phai 1a nguoi tu, to6i. Ho chi pham t0i vao tron thu€ sai
du (ttc thué than) ma thoi.

Thanh phan tu t6i bi luu day chi thiy xuat hién dong
ddo & Nam Bo tir doi Gia Long try vé sau, dic biét tir
doi Minh Mang, khi tS chic hanh chinh, quan su nha
Nguyén da 6n dinh. Nhu trén da n6i, nha Nguyén theo
luat nha Lé. Bo Luat Gia Long (goi Hoang Viét Ludt
L¢)) dic két ndi dung cua luat Hong Pic nha Lé va
phong theo luat nha Thanh. D€ tri ngudi mang t0i voi
triéu dinh, luat ndy dinh ra nim hinh phat (ngii hinh)
nhu sau:

Xuy: d4anh bing roi, thuong 1a roi may, danh c6 nim
mtuc 10, 20, 30, 40, 50 roi, tir nhe t&i nang.

Truong: danh biang gay, héo (cay cimg chd khong
déo nhu roi may) tuy nang nhe danh tr 60, 70, 80, 90,
100. Khong dugc danh qua 100 truong, s¢ pham nhan
chét.

Do: giam cam, bit 1am viéc quan tir mot ndm, mot
nam rudi, hai ndm rudi, ba nam, chia lam nam buc.
Trudc khi dua di 1am viéc ning nhoc (khé sai) thuong
la lam trong pham vi tinh nha, tuy theo byc ma pham
nhan bi danh thém 60 treong néu tdi d6 mot nim, 70
treong néu to6i d6 mot nam rudi, cudi cung 100 truong
néu la ba ndm. Cong viéc ning nhoc gdbm: xay lia gia
gao, phuc dich & céc tram, khiéng can cho quan nim...



Lueu: tic 12 bi day, gdm ba buyc tir 2.000, 2.500 t6i
3.000 di@m, 1ay kinh d6 1am trung tam. Toi luu khac voi
tdi d6 & chd vinh vién khong duoc trd vé nguyén quén,
vi vAy vo con 6ng ba cha me c6 thé di theo. Noi di day
do quan trén dinh, thuong l1a nhtng vung héo lanh ma
thiéng nudc doc.

Tit hinh: X ti, c6 ba buc gido (thit cd), trdm (chit
dau), ling tri (phanh thay).

Luat 1& ciing cho phép dung tién dé chuodc toi doi
voi nguoi gia, tan tat, tré con. Quan to, cé cong, trong
mot vai toi trang cling dugc dung tién chudc toi. Thé
thitc dung tién chudc tdi tao co hoi cho quan lai vo tron
b6p méo, nguy bién dé #n hdi 1.

Toi luu day lién quan nhiéu nhat dén viéc khan hoang
& bong Nai - Gia Pinh. Khi lanh an, phai thi hanh tré
nhit 1a trong vong hai thang. Binh thuong thi hanh ngay
trong vong mudi ngay, toi nhan mang gong, xiéng dén
noi chi dinh bi day, chiu danh thém mot traim truong.
Khong duoc dénh trudce khi di, s¢ sé€ chét doc duong.

Trén nguyén tic, nguoi mic toi dd chi 1am khd sai
trong tinh, nhung thuc t€ phai luu qua tinh khac. Doi
Minh Mang, nim 1836, ngudi mic toi dd, du da man
han nhung lang s& tai khong chiu bao lanh thi 1ap tac bi
phat phoi dén tinh khéac lam linh hoéc phuc dich & tram,
di€ém. Nam Minh Mang thi ba (1822) ra 1énh phat phdi
mot s6 kha dong tu do vao Gia Pinh va ra Bic thanh.

Luat lé phong kién git gao cong v6i quan lai tic hiép
dt diéu, khién cho nhiéu nguoi dan lanh tré thanh toi

o
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nhan. Chua ké truong hop thu 04n cé nhan va vu khéng,
hoic quan doi #n héi 10 ma nguoi dan khong di tién nop
ma thanh toi. An trom viit ciing bi x{ tdi do hoic toi Iuu.
Ciing bi xi toi dd nhimg ai ban ruong khong do minh
s& httu, nhiing ai 1am hw lda trong kho nha nudc, con
danh cha me, no ti chti chii nha, vo tinh hay c6 y gay
hda hoan thiét hai nha 1an can... Bi x& t0i lvu, nhiing ai
danh dap nguoi thu thué, ché bién thudc doc, cat chua
miéu khong xin phép, vo tinh hay c¢d y d€ pham nhéan
trén, nguoi & thong dam vo chi nha...

Nguoi hanh nghé phu thity c6 thé mic tdi d6 hoic toi
luu néu xuong ra ta thuyét voi dn y chong lai triéu dinh.

Nguoi khong ¢6 chd & nhét dinh, khong lang nao
chiu lanh, séng bénh bong, bi coi 1a phan tir xau.

Phdt vién sung quan, luu phdt vi qudn cling 1a mot
loai hinh phat phd bién, nim ngoai pham vi ngii hinh
(xuy, truong, do, luu, t& hinh) ké trén. Bai Vin t€ nghia
si Cdn Giuoc ctia D6 Chiéu ca ngoi nhitng nghia si tu
nguyén danh giic, khong phai bi bit budc sung quan:
“Chéng phai #n cudp, 4n gian day téi ma vi binh danh
gidc cho cam tim. V6n khong gitt thanh, gitr 1oy bd di
ma hiéu lyc theo quan cho dang s6”.

Thoi trudce, viéc cudng bach nguoi c6 tdi gia nhap
quan doi, xung phong trong tran danh, chiu lan tén mdi
dan, déng quan noi hiém yéu 1a viéc phé bién, dugc xem
12 sy khoan hdng d6i voi nhitng nguodi c6 tdi ning hon
mtic luu, d6 nhung chua téi miic ti hinh. K& mang toi
dd, khi khé sai phai mang xiéng nhung khi vao linh thi



duoc thdo xiéng. Poi Minh Mang, st cii con ghi nhiéu
truong hop:

Niam 1826, ra 1énh cho ké toi Iuu néu yén noi thi cho
phoéng thich, dua qua ngach linh dé cai hoa.

Nim 1834, giao hang trim tdi d6 duoc phat phdi toi
thanh Tran Tay, lénh cho cdi xiéng, d& twéng Truong
Minh Giang va Lé Pai Cuong sai phai dudi co.

Nam 1836, dit cho téi quan luu 1a mudi ndm, tdi
d6 1a ndm ndm va toi phat binh 12 ba ndm. Man han,
duoc try vé nguyén quén, dong thu€ 1am xau nhw trude.

Dan ba mic t6i dd, c6 thé bi dua vao don liy noi
bién thuy phuc dich, dong thoi gidi tri cho binh si, cho
khi man han duoc tr& vé qué quan.

Riéng trong dia phan kinh d6 Hu€&, khong chita chap
thanh phan “luu phat vi quan”, dé phong phan loan,
binh bién.

Cudi doi nha Tran, ch& do nod ti bi giang nhimng don
manh mé. Nong dan ngheéo ban minh lam né ti trong
dién trang thai 4p clia quy toc bd trén véoi quy mo 1on rdi
cung v&i nong dan bao dong, khdi nghia vo trang. Doi
Lé rdi t¢i doi Nguyén ch& do nay con roi 16t van duoc
phap luat thira nhan. Ta khong nén 1am 1an no ti voi cd
nong 12 nguoi nghéo ting & do cho dién chi. Nguoi &
do tuy bi danh dap, hanh ha nhung n€u man han, dit
ng thi tré lai doi song binh thuong. Con no ti thi chii co
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thé dem mua ban v6i nhau nhu nguoi ta mua ban trau
b0, ban gh€ vay. Loai gidy t& mua ban no ti goi 1a bach
khé, khong c6 an son, chi c6 gidy tring muc den ma thoi.
Vua chia c6 quyén ban nguoi can 4n ning cho dién chi
lam no ti, gidy ban ndy co6 an son nén goi la hong khé.

Trong Phii Bién Tap Luc cia L& Quy Pon c6 lic néi
méi khin hoang mién Pdng Nai - Gia Pinh, cic dién
chtt mua no ti tr mién rimg nui, c6 1& 1a & cac dan toc
it ngudi & Bic Ba Ria - Bién Hoa. Mot nha nghién ctu
cho ring da s6 no ti thudéc nhom ngudi Ma (Chau Ma).

Trong thyc t&, nhitng ngudi ving cao khong quen
lam rudng nudc, chii nha chi dung ho trong nhiing dich
vu nhu ganh nudc, xay lda, btra clii ma thoi. Vi vay, ho
som duoc tra ty do, cudi vo, cit nha riéng. Dién chd
thay nuoi ho 1au, ton com ma khong sinh lgi, tap tuc
lai khong hop, khé quan ly. Ho khong quen lam rudng
nudc ma quen sin bit, dot rimg tia Ida va song luu dong.

Nguoi mic toi luu, toi do bi bit lam linh 1&m Iic
tré thanh lyc luong déng ké chong lai triéu dinh. Vu
khdi binh ctia Lé Vin Khdi nd ra va cam cu duoc lau
dai vi do 1a nhimg ngudi cam guom, cam gido trong
doi quan Bic Thuan hdi lvong déng tai Bén Nghé lic
bay gi¢r xuat than 1a nong dan mic tdi dd, toi luu. Vu
khéi nghia lan tran téi kh;“ip luc tinh, tdn An Giang, ra
dao Phii Qudc, ciing vi triéu dinh bay gior gdm mot ty
lé dang ké 1a “4n cudp 4an gian day t6i ma vi binh danh
giac” hodc “gitt thanh, gitr liy bd di ma hiéu luc theo
quan”. Xét nhu vay ta thdy ro hon thanh phan phiic tap



va chét lugng clia quan doi triéu Nguyén va ciing hiéu
dugc long yéu nude clia ho sau nay trudc nan ngoai xam
cta thyc dan Phap.

Nhitng nguoi dién chi di khin hoang, da khong bi
can 4n lai c6 sin tién cla, giao thiép dé dang voi quan
lai dia phuong, ty do di chuyén, di diéu kién dé xin
lap lang, tré thanh tién hién, hau hién. Ho ding ra thué
muon dam td luu, to dd da man han, phan bo di khai
thac vung dat moi.

Trén nguyén tic, luu dan gdm c6:

Daén ldu 1a c6 nha clra, cé ghi tén trong bd dinh
nhung trén thué.

Ddn dao 1a nguoi cé nha clra, c6 ghi tén trong bd
dinh nhung lai bo lang di noi khac lam én.

Ddn nguy cting c¢6 nha ctra, c6 tén trong bo dinh &
mot lang nhung d&n ngu cu & lang khac dé 1am 4n thuan
loi hon.

Con lai 1a nhitng nguoi trong xad hdi ci bi coi nhu
phan tir xau, bat hdo, khong dugc lang xa thira nhan,
khong nha khong ctra, ciing khong c6 tén trong s6 bo,
troi song lac chg, 4n quan ngt dinh, tt chiéng giang ho...
Tim lai ngudn géc cha nguoi tién phong khin hoang,
hién ching ta con thi€u tw liéu. Tw liéu t6t nhat 1a gia pha
thi mat mat. Vé giai doan sau, tir doi Gia Long, Minh
Mang trd di, con gip duoc mot s6 md méa khong chinh
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xdc vé nam xay dung, tuy con dung vimg véi thoi gian
do cac vat liéu xay dung viing chic (6 dudc), nguoi dia
phuong ton trong, khong pha bd véi y nghia dé nguoi
khuat mit phu ho 1am #n. Ta con gdp nhiéu tén dat, tén
rach, tén x6m ma khong con ai giai thich néi véi bing
@, d stc thuyét phuc. Phan 16n m6 ma tré thanh ma
lan, da ong khong chiu ndi mua ning nhiét déi trong
vong trdm ndm, chua k& truomg hop dong ho xiéu tan,
phan mo bi boc 1én. Gia pha con lai thi qua it, thuong
ghi theo tri nhG clia ngudi doi sau trong gia dinh dién
chi hay quan chic.

Ta tam dya vao nhiing gia pha ctia mot s6 nhan vat
dwoc nhic nhé vao doi Gia Long va doi sau. O doi,
xau thi che, t6t thi khoe; ai chiu ghi ring td tién doi
trude la dan luu day, dan toi dd, hay tréi song lac cho,
hoiéc da timg theo Ty Son, hay timg dinh liu xa gan
voi “loan” Lé Vin Khoi? Hodc thoi Phip dén, ai dam
ké ring 6ng cha minh timg quan hé véi nghia quan clia
Truong Dinh, Nguyén Trung Truc va Thi khoa Huan?
Vi vay, may ra ching ta chi tim duoc gia pha nhiing
nguoi ¢6 cong trang voi trieu dinh nha Nguyén hodc
vGi thuc dan Phap ma thoi. Ly lich, gia phé cia mot s&
nhan vat cho biét nhu sau:

Ong cd noi cia ba Tir Da 1a Pham Ping Dinh, tir
Quang Ngai vao giong Son Qui (Go Cong) 1ap nghiép,
v6i nghé nong, phan mo hay con & Son Qui. Cha ctia
Pham DPéng Dinh 1a Pham DPéang Tién c6 dn hoc, lam
chitc huan dao. Cha lam huan dao, con vao Nam lam



dan, mang theo chit it hoc thic. Ngudn goc xa xua
nhtit con ghi chép dugc ctia dong ho nay 1a Pham Ping
Khoa, doi Hau Lé, theo Nguyén Hoang tir Thanh Hoa
vao xtt Thuan Hoéa. Khi dén khai thac giong Son Qui,
Pham Ding Dinh 1a dién chd, con 1a Pham Ding Long
& an day hoc, nho vay, chau noi 1a Pham Ding Hung
moi d6 dat tai truong thi Gia Dinh.

Tran Hung Dat, cha vg ctia Gia Long, ¢6 nguoi cha
tén Qué, doi Nguyén Phic Chu, lam tri phtt & Thira
Thién, sau theo quan ddi 1ap cong, da tirg lam ky luc &
Tran Bién va Ha Tién, géc gac dong nay & Thanh Hoa.

Ong ndi ctia Lé Vin Duyét 1a nguoi Quang Ngai
vao binh Tuong, cw ngu tai vam rach Ta Lot (nay 1a xa
Hoa Khanh). Ta phdng doan day 1a nhimg nguoi khan
hoang dau tién.

Huynh Dic, sau duge dn ho Nguyén, goi 1a Nguyén
Huynh Duc, sanh ndm 1748 tai giong Cai Yén (nay
néi trai 1a Canh En, tinh Long An) 12 con mét vi vo
quan triéu Lé (cai d6i Huynh Cong Luong) dén day lap
nghiép kha sém.

Nam 1832, hai vién xa truong va ly trudng & Cho
Gao ké ring ong c6 ciia ho da tir Quang Nam vao Cho
Gao khai ph4, lap lang.

Nim Minh Mang thit 21 (1840) céc téng doc Vinh
Long, DBinh Tuong, Gia Dinh, Bién Hoa va An Giang
duoc linh dua nhitng nguoi ngheéo khong phai tu ra Con
Dao 1ap nghiép, trén nguyén tic ty nguyén, nguoi di
duoc tro cip tién bac, dit tot, nong cuy, trau bo.
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Viéc nhimng di than “bai Man phuc Thanh” dén xu
Dong Nai - Gia Pinh va Ha Tién diang xem xét ky hon.
Tran Thing Tai va Duong Ngan Dich dem binh linh
va quyén thudc trén ba ngan ngudi va ndm muoi chién
thuyén, d&n Cu lao Pho (Bién Hoa) va My Tho dé khai
khin. Nhung cu thé ra sao?

Gia Pinh Thanh Thong Chi ghi raing nhém Tran
Thing Tai yém tro viéc 1ap cho budn bén, giao thong
voi nguoi Tau, nguoi Nhat, nguoi Tay duong, Do Ba,
tu tap dong dao & Cu lao Pho.

Luyc luong quan sy ctia hai nhém nay dwgc nha
Nguyén cho phép duy tri. SO ngudi tw y roi quan doi
dé 1am ruong, riy, mua ban nhiéu hay it, ta khong biét
chéc chén. Binh si ctia nhém Tran Thing Tai hoat dong
dudi sy chi huy tryc tiép cta chia Nguyén, theo chan
Nguyén Hitu Cénh (1700) di danh tran rdi sau lai tham
gia voi Nguyén Ctu Phi (1715). Khi Tran Théng Tai
mat, con 1a Tran Pai Pinh duoc thay cha nhan chic vu
nhu ¢, chi huy luon cac tudéng si Long Mon, tic 1a canh
ctia Duong Ngan Dich & My Tho con sét lai.

Nhom Duwong Ngan Dich tir khi xuéng My Tho
van gitr t6 chic vii trang. Trudéc khi sang Viét Nam,
ho Duong mot thoi néi tiéng 1a cuép bién & phia Nam
Trung Hoa, b4o vé cac thuong thuyén ctia Trinh Thanh
Cong & Dai Loan. Pé€n My Tho duoc ba ndm, mot b
phan ctia nhom nay lai kéo nhau di danh thué cho mot



ong hoang Khome. Rdi sau ndm sau, vién pho tuong
clia dao binh di than ay lai giét chl tuéng, tw xung
1a “Phan dong hé oai tuéng quan”, kéo 1én déong don
gan dat Campuchia, dic dai bac d€ s6ng véi nghé cii
1a cuép boc. Quan nha Nguyén danh giét dugc vién
pho twong nay, dem sd quan si con lai giao cho Tran
Théng Tai thuéc nhém Cu lao Phé chi huy.

Truong hop cta Mac Ciu dén vung Ha Tién don
gian hon. Ho Mac xuét than la chii thuyén budn, timg
toi lui vang Philippin, Indonéxia, khi thdy Man Thanh
chi€ém Trung Hoa thi bd dit t6 dén chiéu mo dan, m&
cang & Ha Tién budn ban, 1ap nhiéu x4 rai rac & Cong-
pong-som d&én Mii Ca Mau. V& sau, xin than phuc
chia Nguyén.

Nhimg nguoi Hoa thoi 4y sang Viét Nam dai da s6
la dan 6ng, con trai. Ho cudi hoi nguoi dia phuong, lam
an, tré thanh ngudi Minh Huong (ho ty nhéan 1a con dan
nha Minh). Nguoi Hoa chanh g6c da khong thira nhan
ho, vi coi nhu da lai, khong con thuan mau Han toc.
Chi trong mot vai thé€ hé, ho da thanh nguoi Viét Nam,
dién hinh 1a truong hop Mac Thién T, con clia Mac
Cttu, lap Chiéu Anh Céc, lam tho cht Han, chtt Nom
ca ngoi muoi canh dep Viét Nam & Ha Tién. Me Mac
Thién T& (vo Mac Ctru) 1a nguoi Viét, Mac Thién Tu
cling cudi vo Viét.

Theo nhiing st sach con lai, truéc khi nguoi Viét
dén Dong Nai - Gia Dinh, nhimg cong ty thwong mai
phuong Tay da do xét thi truong vung nay kha chu
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déo. Nguoi Xiém ciing thuong lui téi rinh rap vang dat
tot, nhat 1a phia Ha Tién. Bon cudp bién bi xua dudi
tr Ma Lai, tir Nam Trung Hoa dén Vinh Thai Lan,
song nuong vao cac hai dao. Luu dan Trung Hoa tha
hé di dén, 1am moi dich vu, lic dau khong ai kiém
sodt, ciing khong can c6 sw chap nhan clia quan lai dia
phuong. Cang Cu lao Phd va cang Ha Tién nho dwa ra
nudc ngoai nhiing dic san ctia Campuchia, ritmmg Nam
B9 ma phdn thinh budi dau. Cang Cu lao Phé ron
rang v&i viéc budn ban véi Pong Nam A, thoi ay di
lai ngoai bién theo gi6 mua. Con & Ha Tién, con cla
Mac Citu la Mac Thién Tt trng phdi st gid sang tan
Nhat Bon ban viéc mua ban. Nam 1716, quan Xiém
danh cidng Ha Tién, theo 10i thuat lai cta thuyén trudng
Hamilton, rat nhiéu hang héa bi thiéu hily, trong d6
¢6 200 tin nga voi.

B4 Da Loc - vé sau dong vai trd quan trong trong
viéc xam ldng nudc ta - ting nuong niu, do xét vung
Ha Tién, tao ban dap dé truyén gido.

Nhiéu nha su tir Binh Dinh, tir Quang Dong, ciing
dén day, duoc lvu dan nudi dudng, séng thanh thoi.

Thuong gia ngudi Anh da thir chi€ém Con Dao, lap
kho hang véi linh danh thue.

Viéc khin hoang ro rang 1a dién ra rét phic tap.
Nguoi Hoa chi€ém wu thé vé thuong mai ngay tir dau
v6i Cu lao Pho va Ha Tién. Nguoi Viét giir viéc van
tdi duong song, v6i chg Cai Be, theo Tién Giang lén
Campuchia, di qua Sa Péc.



N6i chung ngudi Viét da dén xi nay trong hoan canh
phtc tap. Ho don nhan va gitip do nhiing nguoi Trung
Hoa sa co that thé tim chd dung than. Ho ton trong nhimg
ngudi “khuit mit” da t6i trudce, sén sang ti€p thu kinh
nghiém lam #n ctia nguoi Khome dong canh ngod. Ving
dat rong hinh chit V véi hai canh bién, gin duong xich
dao, noi gip g& clia cac ludng vin minh Pong Nam A.

Mic cho khé khin, tré ngai, ho bam dét, tin vao
stic minh, qua cau ca dao: “Rudng dong mic stc chim
bay, bién ho lai lang ca bay dua boi”, hodc “Ra di gip
vit cling lda. Gdp duyén ciing két, gdp chia ciing tu”.

It nhat trong thoi ky ddu, ho thoat khdi vong kiém
tda clia bon quan lai to nho, khong phai bon chen ti 101
4n ti€ng noi, 1€ nghia phong kién vun vit, dén viéc kién
tung dai ding, gianh in trong ngudi than véi nhau dé
tranh phan gia tai, gianh dit huong hda, trén thira rudong
von nhd bé cang trd nén nho bé vi dan s6 ngay thém
dong. Ho da tr gia nhitng cuong hao & qué x&, nhiing
ké da l1ay dat cong, ndi 1a dat ctia minh, ga ban cho dan
roi sau do trd lai t6 cdo ngudi mua, 1ay dat lai®

Nhung ho dang gip gi & viing dit mai?

1 Xem Phu Bién Tap Luc.

o
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DAT GIONG
VA COP, SAU

PAT GIONG LA NOI CANH TAC LY TUONG,
chic 4n nhuit.

Gidng gan song, rach tién cho viéc tiéu, tudi dong
rudong, ddm bdo céi thi nhit trong bon yéu td: nudc,
phan, can, giong. Co song, rach dé lién lac véi xom
giéng, 1an can, t3i Ira tit dén gidp d& 1in nhau. Viéc di
lai mua ban ciing dé dang.

O Bién Hoa, dat cao rdo, nhung nhiéu noi qua cao,
chi thich hop véi viéc trong hoa mau, ciy én trai.

& Sai Gon, cho t¢i nay, néu muén tim hiéu nhimg
noi c6 nguoi dinh cu, 1ap lang sém nhit thi ci dén
dat gidng, dat go, dat cu lao, nga ba song rach. Thi
ké Gidng Ong T&, Go Cidm Pém (Phi Tho), Go Vap.
Hanh Thong xa Go Vap chanh thic thanh 1ap ndm Mau
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Dan (1698). Di nhién truéc d6, nhiéu nguoi da dinh
cu, tao thanh nép séng twong ddi dinh hinh.

Nhung noi sén xuat lia gao ctia dat Gia Pinh, d€ trong
budc dau da ndi danh la “nhut thoc, nhi cau”, phai & noi
rong hon & hai bo Vam Cé Tay, bo Tién Giang, & cu lao
theo cac clra song Tién. Khu vyc nay khong bi ngap lut.
Tan An véi Gidng Cai Yén (néi trai thanh Canh En),
viing Ba Gidng limg danh vira rong vira dai, chay théng
toi Cai Lay (Tran Dinh, Thudc Nhiéu). Va vo s nhiing
gidong nhoé & Go Cong giap qua Cho Gao, Go Cong voi
Gidng Son Qui, Gidng Ong Hué, Giong Thap, Gidng Xe
va nhimg Go Bau, Go Ging, Go Xoai, Go Tre.

Nho lda gao clia nhitng gidng va nhimg go nay,
tuy dién tich nhod bé khong xing 1a co bay thing canh,
nhung da stic nudi hang ngan quan si cia Vo Tanh trong
thoi gian dai.

Vam Rach Gam, Xoai Hot & dia thé dat giong, khong
bi ngap lut, nhiéu cay trai. Bén Tre nudi nhiéu dan, t
xua nho hai Cu lao Bdo, Cu lao Minh 1a dat cao véi
nhitng nép nhin chay song song: gidng theo ven bién,
ven song.

“Ctr theo bo song ma &, trén bo c6 lda, dudi song
c6 ca”, kinh nghiém nguoi xwa day nhw vay. Ngay &
ven Dong Thap Muoi, ven khu T giac, rdi rdc cling
c6 nhiéu giong tru mat, khong chiu anh hudng ngap lut
téi muc bi thiét hai, ngudi xwa da chon vai vang “dat
phudc”, ndi tiéng nhat 1a Tan Chau, mot cu lao 16m, phi

nhiéu, khi hau trong lanh. Hodc vung Cao Lanh, ven



Dong Thap Muoi, di lda gao, ciy trai, hoa mau va ca
tom, st goi 1a truong Bd Canh. (Khu vuc Bén Tre thi
goi la truong Tan An).

Cu lao trén song 1a ki€u dat gidong ndi 1én mit nuoc,
phu sa mdi nam bu dip, néi ti€ng véi Cu lao Tan Hué,
Cu lao Giéng, Cu lao Ong Chudng, Cui lao May, Cu
lao Nam Thon...

Bén song Hau c6 Cu lao Cat, Cu lao Dung...

Noi nao dat cao rdo, nguoi xua khong bd qua. Trong
long Pong Thap Muoi, rai rac nhitng go, quyén rii nguoi
dinh cw sém. Phia Hau Giang qua ven Vinh Thai Lan, Bay
Ntii la diém cao, khong ngap trong mot vang triing. T
nhiéu thé& ky, nguoi Khome canh tic trén nhimg gidng tir
Tra Vinh qua Séc Trang, ving U Minh Thugng, U Minh
Ha van c6 nhitng x6m hinh thanh sém “trodi sinh voi troi
sinh ¢d”, trong viing ting thily bao la, thién nhién dé lai vai
g0 cao rao, nho hep nhung tam da cho vai muoi gia dinh.

Phia Maii Ca Mau dat thap, van thdy nhiéu giong
& bo song Cai Lon, Cai BE€, Ganh Hao, Ong bdc, luu
dan dén rit s6m, song nhw mot thé€ gidi riéng, mua
ban thing véi ghe budn tir Hai Nam hoic tir Xiém t6i.
Bay x4 dau tién ma Mac Ctu chiéu mo luu dan toan
l1a noi cao réo. Vung Mii Ca Mau quy tu ngu dan va
nguoi 1am rudng trén nhitng gidng nho bé, mua ning
thi€u nuéc ngot phai ra Hon Khoai ché vé.

T thud ban dau, ngudn loi 16m nhiit trén dat gidong
1a trAu, cau. Vuon cau 1ap mot 1an hudng hué loi nhiéu
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nim. An trau 1a nhu ciu cla gia tré gai trai, mic tiéu
thu rdt cao. Mia, dau, bong vai khong quyén rii nguoi
dén bing ngudn 1¢i c4, tdm, sin bit chim, co, nai, heo
rimg, hodc phiéu lwu hon, di tim kho tang. Nhung mudn
danh ca song, ca bién, sin bin chim, thd trudc tién phai
lam ruong dé gitt cin co, v6i hy vong 1ap co ngoi 16m
nho truyén lai cho con ch4u.

Muo6n 14p x6m thi phai twong d6i dong dan, céc thira
rudng phai lién lac nhau dé€ sy pha hoai ctia chudt va chim
chéc bi phan tan. Budc dau, canh tac trén dién tich cang
rong cang tot vi mit dat khong bing phing, noi triing,
noi cao. Véi cong stic, von liéng c6 gidi han, canh tac
ndm bay mau, tuy lam so sai nhung chic #n hon lam ky
doi ba mau. Pong ruong con 1é thudc nhiéu vao thoi tiét,
doi ba miu du c6 1am ky, gip thoi tiét xau thi mat tring.

Phii Bién Tap Luc ghi lai tai Cao Lanh (truong Ba
Canh), My Tho (Tam Lach), va chau Dinh Vién (Cai
Bé, Vinh Long) ct binh quan mot hoc lia giéng thau
hoach duwoc ba tram hoc khi gét hai, trong khi & Bién
Hoa, Gia DBinh, mot hdc chi thau lai mot trim hdc. Chénh
léch nay c6 thé 1a qua dang nhung sao ciing cho thay
dat giong bo song Tién va cu lao trén song Tién qua la
phi nhiéu hon ving mién Dong.

x

* 3k

“Nhiit pha son 1am, nhi dam Ha B4”, cau n6i khoi

hai duoc nguoi xua thuong nhic nhé con chau.



Phd son lam 1a pha rimg, don cui, khai hoang.

Pdm Ha Bd 1a 1am nghé chai lu6i & song, bién.

Nghé cay cii xua, danh ca ngay nay tuy dem loi titc
nhanh chéng nhung khong bén biang nghé ruong. Loi
tiic tir rimg, song, bién tuy thudc vao sy may min hon
1a chdm chi. Khi dugc tién, nguoi khai thac nghé nay dé
¢6 xu huong an choi, co bac vi thdy dong tién dé ki€m,
gip lic suy, tré thanh tay tring.

Lam rudng chic dn hon, sau vai nim tring mua
dé tu bd nha clra vuon twgc, nhung can dén su kién
nhan, nhit 1a noi méi khai phd, nhanh nhut phéi qua
ba nim m&i tam 6n. (Vi vy, ngdy xua bay 1& mién
thué€ ba nim cho ngudi méi khan hoang). Ba nim dau
con do dim vé dia chit, mua ning, thly triéu, chon
giong lua, chon thoi diém gieo cdy. Va, con phai doi
pho véi bénh tat, v6i thia dir. DAt giong con hoang vu
1a noi “xudng séng hot tring sau, 1én bo xia rang cop”!

“Hum tha, sau bit” la 1oi nguyén rlia ma ciing la
1oi thwong x6t mudn doi, dip rim thang Bay, nhiing
nan nhan 4y duoc cing t€ trong thap loai ching sinh.
O nuoc ta, chuyén vé cop dit nghe vao thoi dai xa xua,
tr Lang Son, qua Truong Son, t¢i mién Dong Nam Bo,
tan Muoi tAm Thon Vuon Trau, sat nach cho Sai Gon.
Diéu lam cho nhiéu nguoi ngac nhién: cop séng giira
sinh 1y nuéc min, & bai ban nuéc lo véi ring dira nuéce
day bit, hodc trén go dat voi vai cay ke, cay gira gitra
cd thdp, bén dam tram lua thua.
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Dat thap va trong trai, cop van c6 thé tao cin ct,
két bay, sanh con. Hoi thé ky XVII va XVIII, Gia Pinh
Thanh Thong Chi ghi ring tré con, dan ba cam liém cit
¢d, cam don x6c ciing chéng cur va dudi duoc cop. Thai
dd ctia nguodi dan d6i véi cop cling la: vira kinh né, xem
nhu vi than nhung ciing coi thuong néu can thi ri nhau
di sin bit, gi€t khong nuong tay.

& ddng bing va bo bién, cop song v6i thic dn ly
tudng la nai va heo rirng. Hai loai nay én co, an lau say,
thich nim viing cho mat. Cu lao Nai, Cu lao Heo & gﬁn
vam bién 1a bing ¢ mitc d6 heo va nai thoi trudc kha
cao, vi vy cop ciing 10i qua song tGi cu lao, tuy dat
hep nhung dé séng. Nai thi chiu thua cop, chi biét 14n
tranh, nhung heo rimg to con, gip vi tri thuan loi, cé
thé chong cu.

Dat gidng gan bo song, nhiéu cay da, ciy glra moc
um tim. Rimg nao cop ndy, vi vay cop tim cach bam
gitt dia ban cii, d6i vung thi khé gianh d6i thi khac.
Heo rimg va nai hay bén mang dén mdy dam riy gan
nha. Lic méi khdn hoang, noi nao cé cop, nguoi lam
riy duoc yén tam vi cop sin bét heo, nai, gian ti€p bao
vé nuong ray.

Con nhiéu giai thoai luu truyén vé nhimg “thay vo
cop” tir Binh Dinh vao Nam, ra stc gitip dong bao, vi
nghia. Ong Ting An va dé tir 1a Tri Ning giét cop vao
dip Tét tai cho Tan Kiéng (Sai Gon, nim 1771); 6ng
Tang Ngo dudi cop dé khin hoang, dip duong & Can
Giuodc. Nguoi timg danh cop nim duoc quy luat: cop



quy chén sau, chéng chan trudc 1a dang cho doi trude
khi vd mdi, cop chay theo thé& bo sat r6i phong tdi. Dudi
cop phe phiy hoidc dé€ & phia nao ciing 1a chi dan dé ta
doén trudc huong tan cong. Nguoi danh cop thuong ding
cay roi ning, cting, chic. C6 chuyén kho tin ké ring vo
s cao cuong c6 thé d4anh cop bing tay khong. Khi cop
nhdy t6i, vo si hup xudng, ndm hai chan truéc clia cop
roi dung dau ma doi Ién, miéng cop khong ha ra duoc,
nanh cop tré thanh vo hiéu! Nhung theo sy tdng két c6
thé tin duoc, trudc khi giét cop, phai danh nhir tir vai hiép
cho n6 mét. Nhiéu con cop, timg ddnh nhau v6i nguoi
nén khon ngoan, dung thé hiém doc 1a ndm ngra bung
1én, nhin d6i thi qua hai chan trudc va hai chan sau. Véi
tw thé ay, cop dudng stic cho thoi co. Ai ndn néng, x0¢
t¢i danh, cop sé chup roi, gitt chit, ngudi manh khée
ciing khong tai nao ding ra ndi, cop thira co ma vo trong
nhdy mét. Buong roi dé chay thi cang mau chét. Miéng
vo Ay clia cop goi 1a thé “trau gifin”. Nhiéu khi nguoi
di duong gip cop lai qud boi roi, chip tay x4, mit may
méu méo, cop lai hoang s¢ vi thdy chuyén khong binh
thuong, cong dudi chay tron. O rimg mién Pong, cha
xe dung t6i thoa vao mii bo, bo khong danh hoi duoc
nén ung dung kéo xe, khong dung timg chap khi nghe
mui cop trong rung bay ra. O rimg ven bién, nguoi di
don cay, thuong dem theo dita bé ngdi trén xudng, danh
trong nho “tung tung” lién hdi d& dudi cop. Khi bi giét,
bi thuong, 1dm khi cop trd lai dong dao hon, nhw khiéu
khich, td y bam git dia ban lam &n ctia ching “ritng nao
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cop nay”. O mién bong, ky thuat lam by cop, sin cop
kha tinh t€, vao thoi chua c6 sing. Tuan bao Nam Ky dia
phdn (1909) danh @€ phd bién gido ly dao Thién Chuia
ma con ding tai nhitng tin tiic vé cop, nhu 1a thoi su.
Mai dén sau nhimg nam 1930, cop van con 1ang vang &
Rach Gia, Ca Mau, & Bay Nui.

Liic méi khdn hoang, thdy vo d4nh cop khong nhiéu,
thong thuong 1a dong bao dimg Ién ty vé, trong gia dinh,
& lang giéng, du c6 cop t6i lui, giét nguoi, ddong bao van
bam dat kién tri. Cu lao Dung & ngay vam song Hau, dién
tich rong 16n gém ba xa, mot thoi goi 1a Hé Chdu vi cop
kha nhiéu. O' Sa Péc, con tén dat Ho cit. Chuyén “ba mu
cop” duoc phd bién clng véi chuyén nudi cop trong nha,
thay ché. Rach “Ong” ra, Rach “Ong” rdy... hiay con, ddnh
diu budc dau gay go ma ngudi khin hoang dam di 18
vao ddng cd, rimg choi, phai d6i ph6 ngay dém véi nam,
ba con cop liéu linh, tinh khon dang bam may dam cay
glra, cdy ke trén vai go ndng: cop “ra” tim mdi “ray la”
ndi gian. Hoc con tdng An Thit & viing Can Gio, noi cop
hay &n thit nguoi, phai néi gon lai vi kiéng ctt 1a An Thit.

C6 ngudi n6i & mién Nam khong goi con dau long 1a
con “ca” vi kiéng 6ng Hoang Ca (tiic Hoang tir Canh),
nhung gidi thich chic vu dai hwong ca trong lang (goi
tit 1a 6ng Ca) ngay xwa danh cho cop thi dé thuyé&t phuc
hon. Nguoi ta khong dam goi to, ming nhiéc hoic déanh
dap “thing ca”, e dong lay. Giai thoai vé cop hidng nim
dén miéu dn dau heo rdi nhan to ¢t chic dai huong ca
con phd bién trong dan gian.



Sau cop, phdi nhic dé&n siu, phan biét hai loai sau
c4, va siu ltra.

Sdu cd hién lanh, nhd con, thoi xua séng nhung
nhiic quanh Bién H6 va dat triing bén Campuchia, tran
xudng vung Lang Linh, Pdng Thap Mudi va rimg tram
Ca Mau. Pén mua, lai sdu dung ghe to chd vé du trir
trong vong rao & ven song ban thit hang ngay, cit timg
khic dudi, timg céi chan nhung sdu van sdng (c6 rach
Cau Sau & Sai Gon). Nguoi dia phuong d6t dudc ban
dém, dung gy gdoc dap xudng nudc ven bd, cd x6m ho
hét d€ dudi bay siau 1én dong cé, vao vuon. Trén can,
séu tré nén vung vé, dé bit. Trong Gia Dinh Thanh
Thong Chi, Trinh Hoai Pic con mo td “Con sau nho
tam thuong nguoi ta cau bit, & nuodc thi nuodi trong cai
be, trén dat thi nudi trong chudng rdéi dem ban cho hang
thit, da ban phoi kho, ring lam cén d6 dung”.

Sdu lika cting dugc mo ta nhw loai sdu da mau vang
- den 16n bing chiéc ghe, rat dir ton, thuong 1dy dudi
dap cho con ngudi nga xudng song dé nudt. Loai siu
ndy tim nhiig goc cay cong va thiap doc bd song dé gia
khiic cdy troi, nén c6 nguoi 1am dén gan bi n6 cén, lién
khi &y, néu bi thuong nhe thi nan nhan leo ludn trén cay
d€ tranh khoi. Ta hiéu thoi xua, nhiéu nguoi thich dén
nhimg ciy ban quy & mé bai ngdi hong mat, thuong bi
s&u tap. Sau dir con goi 1a sdu hoa ca vi da c6 nhiéu dom
trang den 14n 16n, thAm chat Ian tinh trong nudc bién nén
dém thuong phét ra timg d6m sang; thoi xuwa nghi ring
dom sang oan hén nguoi chét con 14n quin, din duong
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cho sau di. Trinh Hoai Piic nhic chuyén con siu to &
Bén Tre, biét danh “Ong Ludng” ngang nhién chin dén
ghe xudng qua lai. Ciing con chuyén mot thiy cau sau
ma “nguodi ngoai qudc nghe con khiép so”” da dung ludi
ciu to, moc con vit séng vao lam mdi, ndi theo ludi cau
c6 soi day chic va dai. Tho cau xudéng song, 6m theo
con vit dé nht. Sau d&n, hd miéng, thy' cau ném con vit
vao, siu tdp nhanh nén mic ciu. Dan trén bo rd nhau
kéo day dem sdu 1én. Dudi nudc, sau khong ha miéng,
khong thd duoc, mudn tap mdi, phai trdi 1én tim khong
khi. Nim dugc quy luat ay, nhiéu tho cau dan di, hoi
cudi thé ky XIX, khong can dén con vit mdi nita. Thg
céu dung th€ 16i (boi) ding - v6i thé nay sdu khong tap
duoc - mot tay quat nudc, tay kia cam cai nén 14 dé che
phtt diu va cai ludi cau. Panh hoi thit nguoi, sdu ngo 1a
gip ké sdp chét dudi nén lai gan, thira lic 4y, tho cau
rinh ném cai ludi cau vao miéng sau.

Mot kiéu 1ay than minh 1am mdi dé bit sau.

Tai nan c4 sau phd bién hon cop va kéo dai nhiéu
nam. Niam 1880, trong vong hai thdng, ddong bao trong
rach C6 Co (Séc Tring) da cau 189 con siu dé lanh
thudng, chdnh quyén thuc dan phai rit tién thudng xudng
vi tién thudng qua 16n. S&u thua dan vi x6m lang dong
diic, ghe thuyén tap nap vao nhimg ndm dau thé ky XX,
tau thily v6i chan vit quat nude lam ndo dong. Sidu dé
trén bai, mdi lta tr 15 dé&n 20 tring, timg cdp “duc cai”
chiém linh mot khiic song 1am dia ban riéng, 4n nip
khéo 1éo & mé 14 dira, theo vinh nudc sau. Dung stng



bin kho thau két qua: 6c ciia sau rat nhd, xuong so lai
cing, dan dé trot, kh6 ling. Hoi nguoi Phiap méi dén,
ngay trén song ngoai 6 Sai Gon hay con tai nan sau.

Ca dao:
Chiéu chiéu vit 16i co bay
Ong voi bé mia chay ngay vo rimg...

Voi duoc goi 1a dng; dng bd, 6ng tuong clia viing cao
nhung mot thoi da séng khip dong bing song Ciru Long,
tan dat gidong ven bién, ngao du qua dong cd theo dinh
ky va theo 16 trinh khong thay ddi, in chua no thi pha
va dam dap riy mia, rAy bip, dt ban lanh trd lai nhiéu
ngay lién ti€p, khong s¢ tiéng trong, tiéng phdo. Khoi
Sai Gon, hdy con tén dat Gidng Tuong. O Go Cong,
con Muong Duc (duc: tim rita, noi voi tim va uéng
nude), cau Long Tuong, Giéng Tuong, Lung Tuong,
Lang Twong con réi rac & cac tinh mién Tay. Voi di timg
bay, dam dat sinh, 1au ngay try thanh dudng nuéc. Voi
chudng noi lung, bau vi phai uéng nudc nhiéu hing ngay.
Cu6i nidm 1865, tai hoi cho Sai Gon ¢6 trién 1dm mot
cdp nga voi qua muc binh thuong, ndang 140 ki-16-gam,
voi 4y bi ban tai Pdng Thap Muoi. Nam 1903, khi thyc
dan Phép cho dao kinh Nga Béay (Phung Hiép) voi mat
moi truomg song nén di xuoéng ving S6c Triang, ngudi
Phap nh¢ tho sidn chuyén du voi tir Campuchia xuong
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gidi quyét. Va theo Nguyén Lién Phong 12 nguodi duong
thoi k€ lai, hang nim dén mua lut song Ctu Long, voi
tlr song 16n (Ctru Long) dén canh dong lau say & Phung
Hiép hang tram con, sanh dé thém, pha bo ruong, dap
lda, gay thiét hai dang ké. Nhiing tay thién xa dung sting
ban duoc 40 con.

Trau rimg xuat hién & ring Tay Ninh, Pgi Nam
nhdt thong chi ghi & tinh Vinh Long ciing ¢6. Trau
rung thuong bi tiéu diét vi binh toi. Muc tan pha cda
trau rimg rat dang k€, 1am hu mua mang. Hoi Phap dén,
nim 1871, c6 nghi dinh thudng bing tién mit cho nguoi
giét dugc trau rumg.

Nai song timg bay, dn cd dong hoang, pha hoai hoa
mau, nhiéu d&n miic nay hiy con tén dat: Rach Cai Nai,
Rach Cai Huou...

Heo rimg gay thiét hai dai déng, khong riéng gi
mién Dong. Vung rimg tram, rimg sdc gan bién, nhiéu
heo rimg. Heo rig an c¢d, thich dn lau sdy, tho sian
phéi de dit vi khi bi thuong, heo chong tra rat die. Cu
lao Heo, Vam Tru (heo), Rach Day Heo, khong 1a tén
dat tay hing.

Rién thuong dugc nhic t6i, nguy hiém nhat 1a rin hé
dat, ran mai gam. Khi ngap lut, rin 1én ngon dira, vao
nha bé&p, quan xa nha. Giai thoai vé rin to, rin than ciing
nhu tai ba clia nhitng thiy rdn “sinh nghé ti nghiép”
duoc ké lai, phd bién.

6} rimg ban ven song, & rimg tram, cic giong khi
xudt hién dan dinh, timg bay kéu hi vang doi khi mit



trodi moc va khi mit troi 1idn, goi ndi budn sau dam cho
nguoi xa xu.

Chudt xuét hién dong dao bat thuong, tan pha rudng
nuwong mot lic doi ba xa, nhue mdt thit tai trdi 4ch nudc,
con nguoi kho chéng tra (bai Hich dudi chudt ctia Do
Chiéu).

Mién nhiét doi 1a thién duong clia con trang (mot,
moi, ki€n, rit, ong) va cla vi trang gay nhiig ching
binh nhiét d6i. Mudi, mong, dia, vit, bon loai truc tiép
quiy ray. Ngay trudc, binh s6t rét hinh nhu khong ai
thoat khoi, khong nédng thi nhe.

Tuy khong bi anh hudng bat thuong cia bdo lut,
dat Gia Pinh xua ciing khong thuan tién 1dm cho viéc
khin hoang, vi khong c6 phuong tién co giéi. Co cau
thai do tir mién Trung mot thoi phd bién vao Nam, dén
nay con nhic nhd, c6 thé sai lac vai chit, chua c6 ai giai
thich nghe that &n:

Ba cdy mia dong tia song song,

Peén thiong ai den tdt?

Nuoc thuong ai nuoc ric vé Dong 2
Gdi c6 chong con thuong nho,

Trai c6 v con nho thuong,

Ndm trén giwong con thuwong nho,
Rot xuong ddt con nhé thuong.

1 Nudc ric 1a nudc can xudng, nudc rong. Vé Pong 1a chay ra bién Pong.
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Dong tia song song 1a gi? La ba cdi dau ong Tao
ching? Trai gdi déu nhé thuong n6, khi ndm trén givong
va khi no r6t xudng dat van nhit 1én, tang tiu.

bap: Hot com.

Com than thiét véi nguoi nhe mau véi thit, 12 18 song.
Vi muén com du d&, ngudi xwa da chap nhan thir thach
& mién dat méi véi bao nhiéu khé khin, nguy hiém.



BUOC DAU
LAP NGHIEP

TRONG PHU BIEN TAP LUC, LE QUY DON
CON goi lai kiéu 1am #n budi dau ctia nhitng ngudi tir
mién Trung vao khin hoang. Nguoi giau & theo ting dia
phuong hodc bon, nim muoi nha hodc hai, ba muoi nha;
mdi nha dién nd c6 dén nim, sau muoi nguoi, trau bo
dén ba, bon trdm con, cay bira cdy git, ron rang khong
rdi, hang nim dén thang mudi mot, muoi hai thuong gia
thanh gao, ban 14y tién 4n Tét chap. Tir thang Giéng tr&
di 1a khong lam cong viéc xay gia ntra. Binh thoi chi
dem gao ra Phu Xuén dé ddi 14y hang Bic, lya lanh triu
doan, quan 4o tot dep, it c6 vai bo. Dat Ay c6 nhiéu ngoi
lach, duong nudce nhur mic clri, khong tién di bd. Nguoi
buodn c6 chéd thuyén 16n thi tit déo theo xudng nho dé di

thong céc kinh. Tir clra bién dén dau ngudn di sau, bay
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ngay, hét thdy 1a dong rudng, nhin thiy bat ngét, rong
phing nhu vay rat hop véi viéc trong lia, trong nép té,
gao déu tring déo.

Ong con n6i thém: Gia Dinh rat nhiéu cau.

Doan ghi lai ngin gon nay cho ta thay cach khai
thac, khu vuc canh tac, cach luu thong hang héa san
xuét duoc. D6 1a cach khai thac theo kiéu dién chi 16m,
kiéu nong trai, theo 16i quang canh.

Khu vyc ma ong quan sat dugc mo ta 1a dn thong
ra Can Gio, Soai Rap, ctra Tiéu, cira Dai, dat rimg ram
duoc don bing phéng, c6 nhiéu rach nhd phai dem theo
xudng moi di lai duge. Ta dodn 1a ving Can Puéc, Rach
Kién, viing Go Cong, quanh chg My Tho. Ving Cai Lay
ma Gia Dinh Thanh Théng Chi goi la Ba Lai Bic, la
vung kh4 trit mat vé nong nghiép va budn ban, chiém vi
tri chién lugc quan trong dén mitc d6 déc Tran cta Tay
Son phai huy dong dan binh dé dao kinh tit, cit ngang
vao nam 1785, n6i ngon Rach Chanh dén ngon Rach
Ba Rai (viét 1a Ba Lai) nay 1a kinh Ba Beéo.

Trau bo nhiéu ba, bon trdm con ¢6 1& 1a qua déang,
khong thé quan 1y ndi - trau bo thuong méc binh toi, va
lai s6 dién nd dé c6 nam, sdu muoi nguoi; khong can
thiét cho viéc canh tdc, trir phi nudi trau bo dé ban lai.
S6 dién ch tap trung tr hai dén nam muoi ngudi khong
qua dang, néu ta hiéu d6 1a mot khu vuc 16n nhu mot
huyén ngay nay.

Nén giai thich ro hai chit “dién nd”: day khong phai
12 ch& @6 no 1é theo nghia ¢4 dién, ma 1a nhimg nguoi “&



ban” (nhu ban chéo ghe, ban ghe chai), mot hinh thiic
lam muén dai han. Ché do “& ban” van con duy tri cho
dén khi Phdp dén va con kéo dai & cac tinh mién Tay
sau nay cho dén trudc nam 1945, nhw bong véi hinh cta
ché& do dién chii 16n. Nguoi & ban 1am viéc theo kiéu co
nong. Truomg hop & ban dé trir no cii thi goi 1a “& do”.
Thoi han & ban duoc quy dinh theo thoi vu dong éng,
tlr lic sa mua bt dau cay cdy vao thang Tw am lich cho
dén Iuic git, hai, xay, gia vao dip Tét. Dién cha da tinh
toan k¥, n€u muén nguodi & ban ca ndm chi thém ton
tién vi nhitng thang sau mua git, troi chwa mua, cong
viéc rat it, chi can vai gia nhan ciing da. Trong nhimg
thang lam mua, ngudi & ban phai thicc khuya day sém,
dén nha chli #n com roéi nhan viéc cay rudng, phat co,
gieo ma, trura lai vé #n com clia chi, nghi ngoi dén x&
lai ra 1am viéc vit vanh nhu tu b6 ghe xudng, ndng cu
cho t¢i com chiéu rdi vé. Nguoi & ban dugc trd cong
bing tién mit va mot s lia cho vo con dn, ngoai ra
thém chiit it quan 4o, trau cau, thudc hit. Da vo & ban
rdi, khong duoc ty y nghi viéc hodc sang lam cho chi
khac. Nhiéu nguoi ngheo thich & ban, vi tuy cuc than
nhung nhe d6i phé vGi quan lang vé thu€ than, khoi
vay ng vun vit, khdi lo miia mang that bat. Nguoc lai,
thuong mang té c& bac rugu che, nhiéu khi do dién cht
bay ra, Iim ngudi & ban phai vay thém ng moi.

Vé canh tic, ta som biét thich nghi véi thoi tiét, thd
nhudng, tuy theo dit ma cay hodc khong cay. Tir xua,
da c¢6 nhitng vung lam rudng cay va nhitng vung chi
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phat ¢ rdi cdy, ché khong can cay. Vang gan Sai Gon,
Vam Co6 Dong, Vam Cé Tay, Soai Rap phai cay trau.
Hai bén bo song Tién va song Hau nho dat méi, lam
theo 16i phat cd roi cdy, thu hoach nhiéu.

O budi dau, giao thong va thuong mai mang nét dic
biét: lia gao tap trung vé Cho Gao, Pinh Tuong (vi d6
méi c6 tén Cho Gao) dé€ ghe tir mién Trung theo duong
bién vao #n lda dé dang hon.

Luc by gi® 1am #n theo 16i quang canh vi dat con
rong, khong co gi¢i ma chi dung stic nguoi 1a chinh.
Mot ndm lam rudng mot mua, khong bon phan, cling
khong tan dung dat, noi nao thuan thi lam, khong thuan
(dat thap hodc qua cao) thi chira ra, trong thira rudng bd
hoang timg 16m, ciing khong cao mit rudng cho bing.
Téi mua git, thiy that bat thi bd ludon vi mudn nguoi
git thém 16 von. B cong di mot lda thi duoc qua it, ké
ngheo chd ngay lam mudn, tién cong cao hon.

bét con hoang hoa, it nguodi & nén ca sinh s6i nay
nd rat nhiéu, in khong hét, bit 1am kho, 1am mim dé
danh dn nhig lic thoi vu mua mang, khong ranh di
bit. Gip viing nudc xa nha, du sén nhiéu cé to nhung
nhiic ciing khong di bét vi tinh toan 1o 16, vi tat viing,
mang cé vé, s& phi con cao hon tién c4. Tém lai, budi
dau dat rong, nguoi thua, thi€u lao dong, tién cong cao,
lam an phai tinh toan.

Thoi xua, dién chd 16n khong chi lam giau nho boc
16t lao dong ctia dam ban & muén ma con thau hué loi
rat 1on bing cach cho vay ning 1di hodc bd tién chd cam



c6 dat. Khi con ng khong tra ndi, ho doat dat mot cach
hop phép, day 1a kiéu kinh doanh da c6 ti truéc clia dién
chtt & mién Trung, mang theo vao Nam, sanh ra nhiéu
kién tung ric rdi, dai ding & nong thon.

Khong phai & dau cting thuan loi nhw nhitng ving
ké trén. Phia Ha Tién, ven bién Vinh Xiém La, viéc
khin hoang 1am rudng thi phat trién & viing gan cho
Rach Gid va Ca Mau. Chung quanh ch¢ Ha Tién, dat
x4u, mdi toi doi Gia Long, dan con phdi doi chd & vi
kho 1am ruong dugc. Vung nay, ngay xuwa, song nho lua
gao cua hai dao Kién Giang va Long Xuyén (nay l1a Ca
Mau) cap dudng. Trong dip hoa bai tho ctia Mac Thién
Tw, bai Loc Tri théon cw (lang & mii Nai), Nguyén Cu

Trinh dét cau tho dang chu y:

Cdnh vo t6 thué huu nhan su

Thdi bdn nhdn xung cdn bdch linh.

(Khong phai dong to thug, ai ndy déu thanh nhan
Nguoi & noi day déu gan tram tudi).

Khong dong t6 thué nghia 1a ngudi dan & day khong
phai déng thué dién cho Nha nudc. Loi kinh doanh ctia
Mac Cltu v6i con 1a Mac Thién Tt 1a thu mua gao trong
nodi dia ban ra nudc ngoai, hué 1gi 16n hon thué dién,
néu cé dit ra. Dat khong chiu thué, do 1a dé khich 1&
nong dan vung dat xau.

Trong tinh hinh méi khai thic, ngoai nhitng xa thon
sém dinh hinh, nha Nguyén cho t§ chiic nhitng nhém

nhod goi 1a phuong, trai, ndu... c6 vi tri nhu thon, xa.
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Nhiéu thon x4 hop lai thanh téng. Cdc phuong, trai, nau
hop lai thanh thudc, véi vién cai thudc ding dau lo thau
lda, thau thué€. Ch€ do “thudc” dwoc dp dung nhiing
noi héo lanh nhu rimg nii, bo bién véi nhitng nghé bt
c4, don cii, sin bin, dn ong, bt may rung khai thac
dau chai trét ghe. Ngay nay kho tim duoc diu vét cdc
thuoc hoi thé ky XVIII, hoa ching con tén dit Thudc
Nhiéu (phai ching 6ng cai thudc tén Nhiéu?) & Pinh
Tuwong; thudc nay c6 1€ cai quan nhitng ngudi lam ca
& Dong Thap Muoi. Trai cd & Go Cong, Ba Tri c4,
Ba Tri trai & Bén Tre. Trong ngon ngit dan gian, con
tlr “dau nau” chi ngudi ding ra thau mua ca, kiéu cai
thau, dai ly.

Ché d6 “thudc” khong kéo dai qua bay niam, sau d6
tré thanh thon xa binh thuong.

*

EE S

V& vi tri twong d6i chinh xéc clia nhitng thon x6m
diu tién & dong bing song Ctru Long, dic biét & hai bo
song Tién va song Hau, ta c6 thé cin cit vao nhing noi
dong quan thoi cac chia Nguyén, so sanh v6i nhimng
tén ghi trong sich si ma tim ra nhu: vam Rach Ong
Chudng, Tan Chéau, Cho Thi (Chién Sai), Cu lao Tan
Dinh (Ba Luda), Sa Béc, Ving Liém, Lang Thé, Tra
On, Tiéu Céan (Can Chong), Bic Trang. Mot s6 vi tri
khac vi phién am khong ro, ching t6i tim khong ra
nhu Phi€ém Bai (Vam Thuan Vam Nao?), Cu lao Dao



Chién (Cu lao Giéng?). Vi tri Cuong Uy (Long Hau)
dé xac nhan. Hong Ngu (Pong Thap) 1a do doi Hung
Ngu, noi trai ra.

Nim 1741, tir hitu ngan song Tién qua mién Pong,
chia Nguyén dit chin kho dé thu thué&. Kho Tan Thanh,
Canh Duong, Thién Mu & phia dong nga ba Nha Be.
Kho Tam Lach & My Tho. Kho Ba Canh & Cao Lanh.
Kho Gian Théo & Cau Kho (Sai Gon). Kho Hoang Lap
c6 1& & Bién Hoa dé thau sdp ong. Hai kho Qui An va
Qui Hoéa chiing t6i khong rd & dau. Vé sau diéu chinh
lai, toan Nam B0 c6 ba kho: Tan An, Dinh Vién va mot
kho goi 1a Truomg Tan An, c6 1€ & vang Bén Tre ngay
nay (Vi truéc day Bén Tre 1a tdng Tan An). Lia thué
thau duoc & Nam Bo, ghe chd vé Nguyét Biéu (Hué)
va Yén Trach (Quang Binh).

Trudce khoi nghia Tay Son, Sai Gon - Bén Nghé 1a
hanh dinh 16n vé quan su. D& bio v¢, c6 liy Ban Bich
do Nguyén Clu Pam ddc suit xay dung, #n tir Ba Hom
t¢i ngon rach Thi Nghe. Lay Hoa Phong bao vé phia
rach Tham Luong duoc x4y do sdng kién cia Nguyén
Hiru Canh. T Bén Nghé dé lién lac 1én Bién Hoa hodc
xudng Vam Cé Dong, Vam Co Tay, song Tién rdi song
Hau. O vinh Xiém La, Ha Tién va Rach Gia khoé thanh
cang 16m vi bién can, thi€u ngudn hang, liic truéc sung
tic nho xudt khiu hang ctia Campuchia. Vinh nay lai
khong & trén con dudng thuan loi tir Ma Lai qua Hong
Kong, Trung Hoa, Nhat Ban, My Tho thi xa bién, ctra
Dai khoé vao vi bai bun.

o
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Cang Ha Tién thoi ho Mac bi gidc Xiém tan pha,
khong khoi phuc duoc vi thi€u co s& kinh t€. Cui lao Pho
ciing 1an héi mat vi tri vi gao & dong biang song Clu
Long ngay cang nhiéu, dua theo duong song tir dong
bing 1én Bén Nghé gan hon, di nguoc 1én Bién Hoa roi
tré xuéng song Long Tau thi khong hop ly.

Th€ manh cta Bén Nghé ting thém khi Nguyén
Ctru Dam déc suat dao kinh Rudt Ngua, ndi lién Rach
Cat va Rach Lo Gom. Ngay xua thu€ thau duoc & chy
Rach Cit, & bén do Quan P& (nay 1a Pinh Ong & Binh
bong), & cho Phi Lam, & Chg Quan, & Binh An (ving
chg Hoa Binh) khd nhiéu, ching t6 rach vam Bén Nghé
kha thong thuong va tip nap. Cho Tan Kiéng ciing sung
tic, ngay Té&t c6 du tién, tir trudec ndm 1770. Cho Phu
Tho (goi chg Nguyén Thuc) do Nguyén Vin Thuyc lap
nam 1727. Cho Diéu Khién d4anh d4u dinh quan Diéu
Khién, 1ap niam 1731. Cho Bén Séi & ngi ba rach Bén
Nghé va song Bén Nghé.

Gia Dinh chiu dung hai muoi 1dm ndm chién tranh
rong ra vi chuyén “Gia Long tdu quoc” rdi “Gia Long
phuc qudc”. Nhimg chirnay do bay toi clia triéu Nguyén
sau nay dit ra ké chuyén Gia Long bi quan doi Tay Son
danh dudi roi rudc Phap tré vé xam chiém Gia Pinh.

Mudi ba nam lam bai chién truong, tir mién Can Gio
dén tan Ca Mau, U Minh, cac dao trén vinh Xiém La.



Muoi hai nam ti€p theo, bi vo vét nhan, vat, tai luc
dé Nguyén Anh chiém lai xt Hué.

Nguyén Hué dich than vao Gia Dinh bon lan. Lan
dau dé truy na, mot lic giét hai chia la Thai thuong
vuong Nguyén Phiic Thuan va Tan chinh vuong Nguyén
Phic Duong, kiém so4t toan b dat dai mién Gia Dinh.
Hai 1an sau, gianh lai ving Bén Nghé, d4nh tan ra quan
d6i ma Nguy&n Anh vira t6 chtc lai duoc. Lan sau chot,
danh quan xam luwgc Xiém & Rach Gam.

Xin tam ghi:

Nguyén Hué vao Gia Dinh, 1777.

Nguyén Anh chiém lai, 1778-1781.

Nguyén Hué vao Gia Dinh lan thi hai, 1782.
Nguyén Anh chiém lai, 1782.

Nguyén Hué vao Gia Dinh lan thi ba, 1783.
Nguyén Anh ciu vién Xiém.

Nguyén Hué vao danh Rach Gam, 1785.
Nguyén Anh chiém Bén Nghé, 1787.

Xem do, ta thay sinh hoat ctia dan bi xdo tron, thoi
gian tam &n 14 vai thang, d6i nim, chwa hin 14 yén tinh:
nao mo linh, nao thu lwong, nao gian di¢p tinh bao, thanh
trimg 1an nhau & thon qué khi quan si hai bén chay tan
lac, v6i dam thuong binh khong nguoi sdn soc. Bi truy
dudi, 1dm Lic Nguyén Anh va tuéng si phdi gia lam
thuong dan, len 16i vao xém. Chién thuyén ctia Chia ra
tan nhting hon dao cyc Tay, gitta voi vinh Xiém La: hon
C6 Tron (Poulo Dama), hon Thé Chau (Poulo Panjang)
4n oc bién, ¢l chudi rimg ma séng, dao giéng trén suon
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dao tim nudc ngot. Rai rac ciing con mot s6 giai thoai
vé chuyén “Gia Long tidu qudc” & mién Nam, tan cac
hii ddo: Giéng ngu, bii ngy, mii Ong Poi, 4p Tay Son,
x6m Canh Pén. Quan si ctia Ty Son va Nguyén Anh
ruot biat nhau d&n U Minh Thuong, U Minh Ha, tan
rach Thay Quon (st ghi Sai Quang), rach Go Quao,
ctra song Cai Lon.

Quan do6i hai bén khong thé san xuét duoc. Nhimg
con kinh, con rach, ctra bién, cho phd c6 vai tro chién
luge déu bi anh hudng ning: Nga tw Binh Pién, Ba Cum,
Bén Lic, Rach Chanh (Tan An), Cai Lay, vam Ba Rai,
Tra On, Miing Thit, Sa Déc.

Trong lic x4o tron, nhiéu gia dinh Thién Chia gido
da 4n than, gitr dao, gop phan khai khin & Mic Bic,
ven song Hau (1778) va ciing ndm nay ho dao Cu lao
Giéng thanh hinh. Nam sau, nhiéu gia dinh Thién Chuia
gido tir An Hoa (Long Xuyén) va O Mon dén rach Bo
Ot khin hoang.

Tir nim 1799, Nguyén Anh t6 chic lai viéc cai tri
dat Gia Dinh, chia lam ba dinh: Tran Bién (vung Bién
Hoa), Phién Trin (Gia Dinh va Dinh Tuong) va Long
Ho6 (Vinh Long va An Giang), chinh don thu€ dién,
tich trit luong thuc d€ chdéng lai Ty Son. Ving Ba
Giodng nhiéu lda gao va la vi tri chién luoc nén trude
goi 1a dao, sau nang lén lam dinh: dinh Truong Don,
dén ndm 1781 d6i 1a dinh Tran Pinh. Pang chi y: Vua

lia 16n Go Cong - Chg Gao la dia ban cat ci ctia Vo



Ténh, truéc khong theo phe nao, téi gid chot thiy thé
c& chuyén, bén dem quén theo Nguyén Anh.

Trong lic Nguyén Hué ban viéc 16n la ddnh Phu
Xuan, tién ra Thiang Long tiéu diét tap doan phong kién
Lé - Trinh, thong nhat lanh thd, thi dit Gia Dinh giao
ph6 cho Nguyén Lit, mot nguoi khong sang kién, thiéu
ning lyc. Bon phong ki€n xam lugce Xiém tan phd, cudp
béc dén ndi sit than ctia Gia Long ciing phai ghi lai va
than thd. Tir Rach Gia qua Can Tho, Tra On, Ming Thit
khoéng 40.000 quan Xiém chi€m dong, cudp boc, sau
méi bi dao quan Tay Son do Nguyén Hué chi huy danh
tan & Rach Gam.

Khi ding ving duoc & Gia Dinh, Nguyén Anh, véi
st ing ho clia mot s6 dién chli phat 1én trong budi dau
khai hoang, dung noi day lam ban dap ti€n quéan ra Bic.
Vi vay ma khi tao 1ap co nghiép, vua to6i nha Nguyén
méi goi dat nay 1a dit “hung long” cia triéu dai Nguyén
Anh. Trong thyc t&, Nguyén Anh ra stic cling ¢ vé quan
st va chénh tri, vo vét ving Gia Pinh gay thyc luc dé
danh nhau véi Tay Son.

Thanh Gia DPinh c6 tam gbéc, nho nguoi Phap veé
dd 4n, nhu kiéu kinh do véi gac Triéu Duong 1am noi
ngy triéu, nha st quan & ngoai thanh d& d6n st than
cac nudce (vé sau, Nguyén Anh méi doi kinh d6 vé Phi
Xuan). Thanh bét dau xay nim 1790, quy mo6 kha l6n
dé dé phong su phan cong ctia Tay Son. C6 tai liéu ghi
ring Nguyén Anh da trung dung dén 30.000 dan phu
va linh, lai ra linh dudi day dé 14y dat xay thanh, khién

o
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mot s6 quan va dan phai do nha. Dan Bén Nghé toan
ndi 1én doi bat hai tén Phéap vé do6 4n la Olivier va le
Brun. Nhiéu cén thin ctia Nguyén Anh ghét dao, giam
muc B4 Da Loc danh nho su che ché ctia Nguyén Anh
v6i hai tram tén linh bao vé thuong truc. Ba Pa Loc lai
dem hai ngudi Phap noi trén vao & trong dinh minh, dé
phong bi 4m sat.

Bé& ngoai, Nguy&n Anh thyc hién chinh sich yén dén,
ddt mot kiéu thung tho dan y dé nhimg nguoi gidp chuyén
oan tic c6 chd kéu nai nhung trong thyc t&, Nguyén Anh
bay ra nhiéu cach boc 10t va “mua ban cong ly” nhu ai
c6 t0i thi cho chudc bing tién, mudn dugc kién thi ndp
tien cho quan v.v...

Ngoai viéc nho bon danh thué Phap huan luyén quan
si, Nguyén Anh con thau gop lia gao, cau kho ché nhiéu
chuyén di Ma Cao, Phi Luat Tan, Ma Lai, dédo Pining,
dén céc thi tran & bo bién An Do dé mua sting nhd, thudc
sting, chi, dinh, sit. Hai tén Barixi va Dayo lanh trach
nhiém di mua ban vi ching ranh tha tuc giao thi¢p voi
thuong gia va nha cAm quyén B6 Dao Nha, Tay Ban
Nha, Anh. Nguy&n Anh ao uéc mua duoc chimg 20.000
sting cam tay - c6 1& d6 1a con s6 ctia doi quan chii luc
- ¢0 tai liéu xdc nhan, trong mot chuyén di, Barixi da
mua dugc 3.000 khiu. Ciing c6 tai liéu cho biét Payd
c6 1an dua hai tau di Ma Cao, chd 3.900 ta gao dé ban
14y tién sdm vii khi.

Lic d6 tau buon ctia Tay phuong va Trung Hoa da
t4p nap dén Sai Gon dé mua gao va nhing san vat nhuw



nga voi, simg té giac, sa nhan, dau khau ciia Campuchia.
Nha Nguyén chi truong gidm thu€ nhap cang, danh wu
tién mua gao cho tau nao dem sit, gang, kém, luu huynh
dén. Nguyén Anh bit mot nira trang dinh vao linh, goi 1a
phi binh, vira luyén tap vo nghé, vira lam rudng. Chanh
sdch don dién lai thi hanh tich cuc, nong cot 1a quan doi
v6i thi diém thanh 1ap & ving Vam C& (Go Cong). Cac
co quan chinh quyén, bat luan hanh chanh hay quan su,
déu phai mo dan lap don dién. Nguoi nao lam rudng
ning suit cao, dong thué€ nhiéu thi mién di linh, mién
lam x4u trong mot ndm. Viéc ndng nghiép giao cho cac
quan dién tuan c6 ning lyc ddm nhan (Trinh Hoai Duc,
Ng6 Nhon Tinh, Ng6 Tung Chau...)

Ngoai viéc dong thu€, ngudi dan phéi nap thém lda
thi tic, cin ci vao bo dinh. Nguyén Anh lai vo vét bing
cach thau thu€ rudong truéc mot ndm. Trong hai nim
1795 - 1796, lia gao Gia Pinh chd ra Dién Khanh (Nha
Trang) dé tich tri, 1am cin ci hau can.
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KHAI KHAN
PHIA TAY NAM

TRONG TINH HINH NAM BO XUA, SUOT BA
muoi nim ma khong gip chién tranh 1a diéu chi xay ra
mot 1an, tir khi Gia Long 1én ngdi dén cudc khéi binh
ctia Lé Vin Khoi ndm 1833, va ciing nim 4y, gidc Xiém
da danh chiém cho Ha Tién, cho Chau Doc gay tan pha
khting khiép, tran d€n Vam Nao nhung da bi ngén chin
va truy na.

Ba muoi nim yén lanh &y gidp 6n dinh nhing noi
da dinh cu truéc va m& mang thém dit mai. Trude Kia,
trong budi dau, nguoi khan hoang chudng nhing ving
gan song Vam C6 (Go Cong), gan vam song Tién (Bén
Tre, My Tho) dé tién lién lac v6i Bén Nghé - Sai Gon
hay mién Trung. Khi nhilng viing néi trén da dong nguoi
&, nguoi dan manh dan di qua bén hitu ngan song Tién,
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qua hai by song Hau va tién t6i tan bo bién vinh Xiém
La, dén cédc dao phia Tay Nam.

Mién dat phia Tay lic dau gop vao mot don vi hanh
chinh rong 16m: trdn Vinh Thanh. Tran nay dn tir bién
gioi Campuchia, theo song Tién, gdm ca tinh Bén Tre,
boc qua vinh Xiém La. Thoc lia ctia dan Ha Tién, Kién
Giang dong thu€ ciing dua vé tran nay. V& danh nghia,
ly s& cta trdn & cho Vinh Long nhung moi hoat dong
quan s tap trung & tan Chau Doc.

Dé khin vung dit phia Tay Nam, nguodi Viét dua
vao nhitng diém tya 12 nhimg diém khan hoang da thanh
cong tir trudc nhu Bén Tre (da trd nén tra pha), khu vuc
cho Vinh Long, ving chg Sa Béc (dong dic nho dich vu
budn ban véi Campuchia), viing Cui lao Ong Chudng,
chg Thii, Chién Sai (khdn hoang tir nim 1700).

“Cii lao Ong Chudng” 14 tén goi dé nhé Chudng Co
Nguyén Hiru Canh, con ctia Nguyén Hitu Dat, mang quan
tir Binh Khang (Nha Trang) vao Nam Bo danh gidc twr
thoi dau ctia chiia Nguyén, khi rit quan vé nhuém binh
tai mot cu lao gan Vam Nao, va dimg quan & d6, vé gan
My Tho thi mit, dem vé quan & Bién Hoa, sau nay con
mo va dén tho. Cu lao d6 sau dan goi 1a Cu lao Ong
Chudng. Nhimng ngudi & Long Xuyén (tinh ly An Giang
ngay nay) & theo rach Ong Chudng con dugc goi la dan
“hai huyén”. Hai huyén l1a huyén Phuéc Long va huyén
Tan Binh dén day lam #n trong dot du tién ching?

Khi hai bén bo song Hau c6 dong nguoi Viét dén &
lam #n, cac vo tudng ho Téng dugc phéi vo day tran thi.



D6 1a Tong Phude Hiép timg 1am luu tht dinh Long HO
(1738), Tong Phudc Hoa, 1am cai co dao Pong Khiu (Sa
béc), Tong Phudc Thiém, lvu ngu & An Giang lam cai
co... Ho 1a nhiing nguoi géc Thanh Héa nhw cac chia
Nguyén, xua da cung véi Nguyén Hoang Nam tién vao
Thuan Héa tir budi dau.

Phia hitu ngan song Tién sém tré nén sung tic, dan
ti€p tuc khai khin vam rach nhd, cu lao. Poi Gia Long,
tlr bién gi¢i xudng Cai Tau Thuong 1an hdi thanh 1ap
duoc téng Vinh Trinh v6i hai muoi chin thon. Vung Sa
Déc tiép ndi theo dén Céi Von, voi hai muoi hai thon,
tré thanh téng Vinh Trung.

Cu lao Giéng khong rong cho 1dm nhung sanh k& dé
dang, quy tu duoc bon thon. Cu lao Dai, qué ba Vinh
Té& (vo Thoai Ngoc Hau) ciing gdbm nim thon.

Phia song Tién, theo rach Sa Péc, phong canh xinh
dep, dat tot, vuon cay dn trai va dong rudng phi nhiéu.
Trong Gia Dinh Thanh Thong Chi, Trinh Hoai Dic
ca ngoi khong ti€c 1oi khung canh bai song mat mé,
chim co bay luon. Vai con rach “song sdu nudc chay”,
khong tu dong, n6i lién song Tién qua song Hau, chiu
dnh hudng nude 16m nudce rong ca hai phia, ghe xudng
qua lai thudn lgi quanh ndm: rach Sa Péc, rach Nha
Man, Cai Tau Ha, hodc rach Lap Vo, rach Lai Vung,
Long Hau.

DPay 1a ving lam rudng tir xua da dat ning suit cao.
Tuy tru phd, nhiéu dan cw, nhung sach doi truéc mo ta
rudong hoang con nhiéu, nha & by séng rach, theo mod
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hinh “truéc vuon, sau rudng” (tién vién, hau dién), sau
rudng lia con vung ngap lut, hué lgi chanh la ca tom
va tre rimg, chua 1am rudng sa vi lda sa (lda néi) chua
du nhéap.

Hoi dau thé ky trudce, phia song Hau, tir Chau Doc
xudng Ning Gu (phia Bic chg' Long Xuyén ngay nay)
dan cu thua thét. Séng céi chay thing, khong quanh co,
thi€u diéu kién cho phu sa ldng dong, khong tao duoc
gidng cao nhu song Tién. Chi c6 mdy khu vuc cao réo
duogc wu dai chat it: chg Chau Doc, My Diic, Cai Dau...
& trén vanh clia cai long chao to 16n, bén kia vanh la
doi nii ven vinh Xiém La (Ba Hon, vung nui voi Kién
Luong ngay nay). Tuy vay, long chéo van 16i cuén mot
s0 ngudi dén dinh cw, & trén san nha, 1am hoa mau phu
khi troi sa mua (dau, bép), khai thac c4 tai Lang Linh,
nhung van song ngheéo, qua ngay.

Vung Chau Déc, dau tién 1a khu vuc quan sy, triéu
dinh dit 1am mot dao, dé nglra nhitng cudc xam ling
ctia quan Xiém tir Campuchia d6 xudng. Khi an ninh da
tot hon, triéu dinh khuyén khich dan dén khai khan, dit
chiic quén dao, goi khu vyc nay “Chau Doc tan cuong”,
ndm trong dia phan trdn Vinh Thanh.

*

* sk

bao kinh tir httu ngan song Hau qua vinh Xiém La
1 can thiét d& mé mang rudng vuon, khuyén khich dan
khan hoang.



Khong c6 kinh, vao mua lut, dong bao quen dung
xuodng nho, thuyén to dé vuot canh déng vi nudce c6 thé
sau hon ba mét, gdp noi can thi tranh né hoic 10i xudng
ma ddy. Vao mua han, phi tiép van timg ching duong.
Gip noi qua can thi diing trau dé kéo loai co nhd.

Vai con rach thién nhién c6 thé gitp di chuyén quan
doi, diéu ma quan si ctia Tay Son ciing nhu cia Nguyén
Anh biét rat 6. Tt clra bién Rach Gid mudn qua séng
Hau, da c6 song Cai Lon hodc song Cai Bé dé trd ra
rach Can Tho, theo duong Ba Lang rdi Cai Rang, nhung
khoang gitta lai rat phic tap. Mua mua, nude tran vao
triing, ghe thuyén c6 thé ludt trén cd, trén bong sing
ma di, gitta bién nuéc ménh mong, phai tim vai cay cd
thu lam muc ti€u dinh huéng. Mua han, bun khé cing,
khong di duoc. Tir Long Xuyén c6 thé dén Rach Gid
theo con rach thién nhién, qua ndi Sap, nhung tinh trang
cling nhu trén.

Nim 1817, theo linh triéu dinh, Nguyén Vin Thoai
doc suat dao kinh Thoai Ha (kinh nii Sap) dn dén céng
Rach Gia, cong viéc khong kho vi chi dao & khoang
gitta, noi dit bun, ndi ngon hai con rach, sau nay cho
dao thém vung dat thdp, sit chan nii Ba Thé, noi qua
nui Sap. Kinh nay dua nudc song Hau mua 1 lut thoét
mau ra bién, tao diéu kién cho dan khai khan hai bén
b kinh, m& duong giao thong chd hang héa (van con
ap dung trong thoi Phap thude).

Cong trinh quan trong la kinh Vinh TE, cing mot
chttc ndng nhu kinh Thoai Ha 1a dua nuéc song Hau mua
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1t lut ra vinh Xiém La, nhung vé phia Béc, sét bién gidi.
Kinh nay dao ndm ndm rong (1819-1824) méi xong vi
qua vung nui.

Dé thudng cong nguoi doc sudt, triu dinh cho 13y
tén Nguyén Vin Thoai dé dit cho con kinh thit nhat
(Thoai Ha) va tén vo 6ng dét cho con kinh thit hai (Vinh
Té&). Trong viéc dao kinh Vinh TE, stic khoe nguoi dan
phu - k€ ca phu nit - khong duoc bdo ddm; ddng khong
mong quanh, dn udng thi€u thon, nguoi chét vi bénh qua
cao. Ciing c6 ngudi chét vi bi siu 4n thit. Triéu dinh
phai ra linh cai ting, dem chon tap trung bén suon nui
Sam, 1ap dan cung t& dé giai oan.

Bai vin t€, khong biét do ai soan, nhimng cdu mo ta
tham canh nguoi dao kinh:

Liic sanh khi lon khon tuong

La trai hay gdi khé tuwong ho tén!
Hién hodc dit, hw nén ndo ro,
Cha anh ddu, con co chdu con?
... Than 6i! ai ciing nguoi ta,

Ma sao nguoi lai than ra thé nay!

St triéu Nguyén ghi 16 bai vin t€ d6 1a “Thia dé
linh, t& co hon Vinh Té tan kinh”, nghia l1a thira 1énh
vua ma lam.

Dao kinh xong, lai dip duong ngén, ndi lién nui
Sam ra Chau Ddc, tuong d6i rong, ngua xe qua lai dé
dang, cao khoang ba mét, dé phong nudc Iut. Pao xong
Nguyén Vin Thoai cho dung bia Chdu Péc tan 19 kiéu
Iuong (1828). Qua 10i viin trén bia, ta bi€t duoc ring



trudc do, mua nude lut, mudn di tr chg Chau Poc vao
ndi Sam (nam ki-16-mét) phai di do chéo; nho 10 mai
dip hai bén c6 trong ciy, dé ban dém nhin tan cay ma di.

Sau khi dao kinh, k€ hoach xay dung “Chau Ddc tan
cuong” duoc xdc tién manh mé, lam thém con 16 bao
quanh ni (that ra 1a d6i) trén gidy to goi 1a xa 16 (dan
goi ndm na la bo, dau duong goi 1a dau bo). Tir bo kinh,
nguoi khan hoang xé thém nhiéu rach ngén, goi 1a “cya
ga” dé dua hoa mau tir rudng xa ra bo kinh.

Nim 1821, vua Minh Mang truyén cho Nguyén Vin
Thoai: “Chau Ddc 1a vaing xung yéu, phai khéo léo trong
moi truong hop, trdn an pht du dan dia phuong. Trudc
hét phéi chiéu mo dan buoén, xay dung x6m lang, lam
cho s& dan dinh va s6 ho khau ngay cang ting, rudong
dat ngay cang khai khan thém”.

Trén nguyén tic, ngudi khan hoang dugc mién thué
ba nim dau nhung dan chiing dén it, song 4n lau & vang
ddi ndi (Bay Nui) khong mudn tap hop qua su kiém
soat cia triéu dinh. Chin nim sau, vang Chau Doc méi
thanh 1ap duoc 41 lang 16n nhd, dan dinh chi c6 hon
800 nguoi (binh quan mdi lang 20 dan dinh). Quan Tong
tran thanh Gia Dinh tau xin Minh Mang cho mién thué,
duoc chudn y ngay vi ving nay nam trong k& hoach an
ninh qudc phong.

Pau thé ky trudc, da nhiéu 1an quan Xiém xam
ling nudc ta, Ha Tién, Chau Ddc 1a nhing ving bi
thiét hai trudc tién va ning nhat. Nam 1833, gidic Xiém
xam ldng, tan pha doc kinh Vinh T€, ludn ca phia Tan
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Chau... nhung diéu dang kham phuc 1a chi bén nim
sau, ndm 1838, da chinh thic thanh 1ap hang chuc xa
rai rac tir nii Sam, doc hai bo kinh qua phia Ha Tién:
Vinh T€, Nhon Hoa, An Quy, Than Nhon, Vinh Bao,
Long Thanh, Vinh Gia, Vinh Lac... Ngoai chuit it rudng
lda & bo kinh, ddng bao xin trung khin “vu dau ths”
tiic 1a dat lam rdy gan chan ndi. Rdi tai hoa lai xay
dén. Bon ndm sau, ndm 1842, giic Xiém véi luc luong
hiing hau lai cuép pha ddo Phu Qudc, chiém Ha Tién,
tran vao kinh Vinh T€ dén Hau Giang nhung bi quan
ta chin lai, danh lui.

Vung Chéau Doc, kinh Vinh T€ ding 1a vung bién
cuong hiém trd, vira san xudt vira phai doi ph6 véi ngoai
xam, nhung ngudi khan hoang da kién tri bam dat khong
101, tinh than yéu nuéc, can cu boc 10 rd rang. Moi nguoi
dan khin hoang qua 1a mot linh thd vo danh noi chan
troi goc bién.

Phia Nam kinh Vinh T€, nho nhilng ngudi & tién
ddn ding mii chiu sao, ma c6 14 chin d€ xay dung
trén vung phi nhiéu hon. Cang di xuéng phia vam song
Hau (Long Xuyén, Can Tho) thi cang nhe vé li lut,
dat giéng ven sOng, rach v&i muc nude khong sai biét
nhiéu gitra hai mua da sém try thanh vuon cay 4n tréi,
bdi song tran diy hoa mau. Nguoi & khu vuc nay dat
mtic sdng tuong dbi cao so véi vung khac, 6n dinh, c6
diéu kién hoc hanh. Gia Dinh Thanh Thong Chi, soan
vao cudi doi Gia Long, trong danh muc thon x4, tuyét
nhién khong ghi lai lang nao & vung “Chau Doc tan



cuong” nhung da x4c nhan tir bién gidi dén bién chi
thanh 1ap vén ven dwoc mot huyén, huyén Vinh Dinh
vGi hai muoi bay thon, sudt theo hiru ngan Hau Giang,
véi 101 giai thich “Huyén Vinh Dinh dia giGi tuy rong
nhung dan chwa dong nén chua chia ra thanh tdng”.
Mot huyén ma chi ¢6 hai mwoi bay thon thi qua it, néu
so vGi nhing huyén duong thoi 1a huyén Tan An (tinh
Bén Tre ngay nay) c6 135 thon trai, huyén Kién Hoa
vGi 151 thon ap.

Khi Lé Vin Duyét chét, Gia Dinh thanh chia ra 1am
sau tinh (Luc Tinh). Vang Chau Doc trd thanh huyén
Tay Xuyén, phia Bay Nui thanh 1ap huyén Ha Duong,
tat ca thuoc tinh An Giang. D6 1a ndm 1832.

Doc bién gi6i con nhiéu khé khian nhung da thém
dan, thém nhiéu x4. Ta c6 1y do dé tin ring s6 nguoi ting
lén & bién gi¢i, gdm mot s6 dan don dién 1a th pham
do tridu dinh dua d&n dé bd sung. BAy gio nguoi dan
binh thuong, ké ca dan lau, c6 thé tim nhimg ving dat
tot hon & gan bién, khong 1t lut ¢€ khai khan nhu ving
Cdi Ring (Can Tho) hoic phia Sa Péc, & Nha Man, Cii
Tau Thuong, Cai Tau Ha, Tong Son hodc theo rach vao
vung Nudc Xody.

Ven vinh Xiém La, st liéu ghi thoi Mac Ctu, thanh
l1ap dugc bay xa trong d6 c6 bon xa la Ha Tién, Phu
Qudc, Rach Gia, Ca Mau. Dan cur ving nay budi dau
con kha phtc tap, nguoi Xiém, nguoi Cha Va c6 mdt
voi t6 chic x4, thon va doi riéng biét. Pdo Phui Quoc
dong dan hon viing dat lién quanh chg Ha Tién. Ca khu
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vuc nay la tinh Minh Hai," doi Gia Long gdém hai tng:
quanh cho Bac Liéu va Ca Mau la t6ng Tan Thiy voi
23 x4, vang Miii Ca Mau va U Minh ha ndm trong tng
Quang Xuyén véi 9 xa chua that dinh hinh (goi 1a thon,
nau, khai thac sap ong).

Vung Kién Giang (k€ tir khu vuc nha may xi ming
Kién Luong dén tan ranh tinh Minh Hai ngay nay) lic
d6 gdém von ven mudi mot xa.

Néu nhitng con s& nay d€ thdy doi Gia Long - Minh
Mang, dan ta qua it, doc theo vinh Xiém La tr& qua
song Hau, con dat hoang véi rimg tram ménh mong.
DPao Phd Qudc dong diic, phan 16n gom dan chai ludi.
Vung Rach Gié - Ca Mau chi quy tu dan cu & cho nho,
& vai giong thap véi phi sa chiu 4nh hudng nudc min.
Hinh thic “nau, thuoc” tir thoi cdc chia Nguyén hay
con roi rot: cac thudc nhue Minh Huong thudc, Hoa
Thanh thudc, Puong Nhan thudc... gdm nhitng Hoa
kiéu, c6 1& tap hop theo nganh nghé, ciac nau Hoang
Lap, Phud Thanh...

No6i dén viéc khai hoang & Gia Dinh xua, khong thé
khong ké dén vai tro clia cac don dién dudi triéu Nguyén.
Trong cudn Tim Hiéu Ché D Ruong Pdt Viét Nam Nika
Pdu Thé Ky XIX, Vi Huy Phiic néu r6: “Trong s6 25
quyét dinh vé t6 chitc khai hoang tir 1802 dén 1855 thi
c6 16 quyét dinh vé mién Nam, hai & mién Bic, mot &
kinh ky va sau c6 y nghia toan quoc”). Xem do, ta thay

1 Nay la tinh Ca Mau va tinh Bac Liéu. (BTV)



nha Nguyén danh wu tién cho viéc khdn hoang & mién
Nam nhu thé€ nao.

Luyc luong di khin hoang trudc hét 1a binh linh, dudi
hinh thitc dén dién.

Luc luwong thit hai 1a dan mo di l1am dén dién. Nim
1790, Nguyén Anh linh cho cc nha vin v6 “mo nguoi
lap cac doi nau don dién”. Viéc chia thanh doi nau
ciing giéng nhu t6 chitc quan sy, dé& sai khién. Nim
1791, Nguyén Anh lai ra linh “Cho cac hang dan va
nguoi Puong cii, méi & dao Long Xuyén, ai mudn lam
don dién ma da do lam ruong thi nha nude cho vay...
ké nao khong muén lam don dién thi bat phai thu dich
tong chinh dé rin ké choi boi luoi biéng. Nhitng nguoi
Phién va nguoi Puong & hai phtt Ba Thic va Tra Vinh
ciing cho khan dt lam don dién”.®"

Nguoi Phién ndi trén day 1a ngudi Khome va nguoi
bPuong 1a nguoi Hoa.

Nhiing linh nay cho thady nha Nguyén dung bién phéap
cudng bic cac hang dan, ké ca nguodi Khome va nguoi
Hoa, phdi vao cac don dién. St sich ngay trudc ciing
ghi 16 12 dan don dién thuong bo tron di nhiéu, khién
triéu dinh phai ra 1& phat cac vién cai trong truong hop
d€ dan tron.

Viéc dp dung chanh sach don dién vira nhim muc
dich kinh t& vira nhim muc tiéu bao vé an ninh. Nim

1 Xem Vi Huy Phic: Tim hiéu ché do ruong ddt Viét Nam nita ddu thé
ky XIX, Nxb. Khoa hoc xa hoi, Ha Noi, 1979, trang 128.
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1810, céc don dién tap hop dan mo ciing dugc quén sy
héa. Chi€u du ctia nha vua néi cong khai: “Viéc vo bi
& bién cuong khong thé thi€u dugc. Néu lai diéu dong
binh & noi khac dén thi khong quen phong thd, quyét
khong bing dan ban dia cac nguoi, trudc biét rd tinh thé
bién cuong hoa hoan hay cip bach thé nao méi c6 thé
sai phai duoc. Vay ha linh s6 dan phu cac pht huyén...
cung s6 dan don dién biét nap déu 1y mot nta 1ap 1am
huong binh, bién thanh doi ngd, c6 viéc thi lam linh,
khong viéc thi lam ruong. D6 1a thuong sach dé€ cung
nhau giit gin yén 6n”.

Dén nam 1822 & ca bon phi, thanh Gia Dinh co:

Phi Téan Binh: 3 hiéu 22 trai, véi nhan s6 150 nguoi.

Phd Dinh Vién: 14 hiéu 142 trai, v6i nhan s6 6.174
nguoi.

Pht Phudc Long: 1 hiéu 4 trai, véi nhan s6 138
nguoi.

Phti Kién An: 8 hiéu 79 trai, v&i nhan s6 2.641 nguoi.

Cong ca bon pht lai 12 9.703 ngudi, ndm 1.822. Ta
cling gdp con s6 nim 1.814 1a 9.876 nguoi. Con s6 xé
xich khong bao nhiéu. N6i chung 1a qua it, chiing td la
dan khong thich vao don dién.

Gia Dinh Thanh Thong Chi va Pai Nam Nhdt Thong
Chi chi ghi lai ring c6 1ap don dién & mot s6 khu vuc,
nhung khu vire duoc néi dén lai qua rong, khong thé biét

chinh xac dia diém ciing nhu quy mo cac don dién thoi

1 Xem Vi Huy Phic: Tim hiéu ché do ruéng ddt Viet Nam nita ddu thé
ky XIX, Nxb Khoa hoc xa hoi, Ha N6i, 1979, trang 93-94.



d6. Theo thong ké trén, ta biét noi nhiéu don dién nhat
12 phtt Dinh Vién, bao triim suét hitu ngan song Tién t6i
bién gioi, xudng tan bién, bao gdbm cac tinh An Giang,
Ctru Long, Hau Giang" ngay nay. Thit nhi 1a phi Kién
An, bao tram Pdong Thap Muoi.

Doi Thiéu Tri va Tu Puc (thoi ky dau) chanh sach
don dién bi coi nhe. Tir 1850 tr& vé sau, theo 10i dé nghi
clia Nguyén Tri Phuong, Phan Thanh Gién, Pham Thé&
Hién... viec m& mang don dién méi duoc khoi phuc,
cht y&u vi tinh hinh & bién gidi.

Ché&€ d6 ddn dién bi hily bd ngay sau khi quan
Phdp dén.

Ta duoc biét quan si cic don dién c6 tham gia danh
gidc ngay tai Sai Gon, nhut la quan & don dién Gia
Thuan, do Trwong Pinh chi huy. Quan don dién & Pinh

Tuong ciing 1&€n gop stic.

1 Tinh Clru Long nay 1a hai tinh: Vinh Long va Tra Vinh. Tinh Hau
Giang nay 1a hai tinh: Séc Tring, Hau Giang va thanh phd Can Tho.
(BTV)
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DAT DAL LANG XA,
DIEN CHU

“KHAN DAT HOI THOI MINH MANG THAP
that”... 1a cau ngay trudc thinh thoang con nghe nguoi
16m tudi noi, c6 phan khoe khoang, vi 6ng ba xua timg
lam dién chii, dugc chinh thiic ghi vao sé bo.

Minh Mang thap that (nim Minh Mang tht mudi
bay, titc ndm 1836) 12 nim triéu dinh ctt Truong Diing
Qué, Binh b Thuong thw, cAm dau mot phéi doan vao
Gia Dinh tién hanh do dac, 1ap dia b chinh thuc, ghi
ro ranh gidi, dién tich. Trudc d6, dién tich dat dai trong
b6 khong ghi ro cu thé, dai khai chi ghi tén Giap khan
mot s& dat ba ddy (chir nho trong vin tu ghi 14 thing),
mdi day khi cho muén c6 thé chia thanh timg var. Day
1a soi day kéo ra dé do dat, thoi xua do rudng cin ci
vao bé dai theo bo song rach. Mot day c6 dién tich co
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gian tir ndm d&én muoi miu ta. DAt cang duoc nhiéu day
cang tot vi dn dai theo bo song, dé chuyén chd lda, dé
cho nhon cong lui t6i, dé tiéu tudi, va dat thuong cao
r4o. Hay con cau ca dao:

Dadt nam ddy co bay thdng cdnh,

Anh ddm héi nang qué qudn ¢ ddu?

*

EE S

Nén phan biét dia bo va dién bé.

Dia bo 1ap ra d€ xac dinh s& dat, nguoi ding tén,
hinh ddng, dién tich (1dy mau lam don vi), ranh gi¢i bon
bén. Mdi khi can chia dat hoic mua ban thi cin ct vao
vi tri va dién tich &y ma hai thém chi tiét: ban cho ai,
ngdy nao, bao nhiéu méu, ranh gioi ra sao...

DPién bé (ndm na goi 1a bo dién) 1a s6 ké khai tén
ho timg cht dit, dién tich, nap bao nhiéu thué, loai dat
tot xau.

Pién bo dé thu thué, dia bo dé x4c dinh quyén s& hiru.

Viéc lam cta phai doan Truong Ping Qué 1a mot
hinh thitc diéu tra co ban vé rudng dit cla triéu dinh
d6i voi viing dat mai khai ph4, tao co s& dé thau thué,
chong truomg hop an lau, khai gian trudc day, dong
thoi kham pha vung ddt con boé hoang. Ngay trude,
huong chic & thon xa thuong che gidu, danh dat tot
cho ba con than thich khai thac, chi€m httu. Nho ky
do dac nay ma thu€ cta triéu dinh ciing thau duoc
nhiéu hon.



Mot hau qua clia viéc 1ap dia bo 1a triéu dinh c6 diéu
kién can thiép vao tinh hinh s& hitu ruéng dat & Nam
Ky Luc Tinh. Cu thé 1a ap dit ché do cong dién, cong
thé vao Nam Ky. Ngay sau khi do dac xong, nam 1836,
triéu dinh ban hanh 14 diéu khoan vé rudng dat thi hanh
tirc khic & Nam Ky, trong d6 néu sau diéu quy dinh l1ay
ruong lam cong dién, cong thd, thi du:

- Nhiing rudng dat ma dia ba ghi 1a do toan thon
cay cay.

- Nhiing rudng cong tw bi bo hoang.

Ngoai ra, con quy dinh cu thé mot s& dat bi sung
1am cong dién, nhu dat con thira sau khi xay thanh Phién
An, dit quanh thanh Dinh Tudng v.v...

Niam 1837, Minh Mang ra linh: “Rudng dit céac tinh
tir Binh Thuén tré vao Nam, tir truedc dén gior chuwa duogc
kham xét, con chua c6 hang rudng ddt cong, phép chia
rudng chua duogc ban cép. Nay rudng dat cac tinh Ay,
kham dac da xong, nén phai thi hanh mot thé”.

Trong 50 nim dau thé ky XIX, nha Nguyén tich cyc
phat trién cong dién, thuc t& 1a mot sy tude doat rudong
dat clia dién chd va nguoi khai khan. Ché do tw hitu vé
ruong dat trong budc dau khan hoang di tao ra sy hiing
thd cho nguoi khai khin. Triéu dinh phong kién ra linh
14y mot phan ruong tu (ba phan mudi dién tich, néu la
dién chd 16n) 1am cong dién, titc 1a thudc quyén s hitu
clia nha vua, cda triéu dinh.

Vé nguyén tic, cong dién dé cho nguoi khong co
rudng cay cdy, dong to cho lang. Nhung cong dién do
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lang str dung, nghia la do huong chiic, cuong hao nim;
ho phan phét cho tay chan bd ha, khong nhit thiét cho
nguoi khong c6 rudng.

Ch€ do cong dién khong lam ting duoc ning suat
vi cay cdy tam bo trén thira rudng cong ma ba nim sau
lang x4 14y lai thi nguoi canh t4c thi€u hing thi dé dau
tw cong stic 1am thay loi, ddp bo, cai tao dat.

Thoi xwa dung nhiéu tir can duoc xac minh. Dat gdm
hai loai: dién va thé.

Pién 1a dat 1am rudng lda, chia 1am hai loai 1a son
dién va thdo dién, tic 1a dit nii cao rdo véi dat thap
nhiéu ¢6. Son dién dong thué nhe hon 1a vi dat xau, thao
dién d6ng thué cao hon vi la dat tot.

Tho'1a dat trong hoa mau, vuon tuoc. Nhu tang cdn
tho, dat trong dau; vién lang tho, dat vuon cau, goi
chung cho vudn cam, quit, dira, xoai. Lai con vu ddu
tho, dat trong khoai, dau, rau cai; thanh tric thé, dat
trong tre; da diép tho, dat trong 1a dira nude, lop nha
(chit da nhung quen goi 1a da). Tho trach 1a dit nén
nha, con goi la thé cw.

Khi dia b0 Nam Ky Luc Tinh da hoan chinh, moi xa
phai 1ap bén gidng nhau: ban thi nhit (ban Gidp) gdi vé
Bo Ho & Kinh, ban tht hai (ban At) gitt tai phong quan
B6 Chénbh tai tinh va ban thit ba (ban Binh) gitr tai xa.

Trudc khi Phap dén, dién bo triéu Nguyén da tu chinh
cé thdy bon lan, goi 1a dai tu dién bé. Ngay truoc, dia
bo va dién bo, déu 1a twong trung cho chii quyén lanh
thd. Khi ha duoc thanh tri thi ké thing tran ra linh cho



ké dau hang phai nop bo dién, bo dia va bo dinh, 1& di
nhién kém theo 4n, trién. Lic giic Phap xam luoc, cac
quan dau tinh clia ta c6 cét gidu, hodc thiéu hily s6 bo,
khong cho lot vao tay gidc.

Trong dia bd, moi s& dit déu budc phai ghi rd ranh
gi6i cung nhiéu chi din khac @& 1am chuén, thi du phia
Béc gidp ranh dit ctia tén Gidp, phia Nam gidp con rach
nho, phia Tay giap bo lung sinh 1ay... Trong s& dat hodc
trén dat phu can, ghi thém vi tri cia chom mé, ciy 1am
v, bui tre, cdy ké v.v... d& khi tranh chip, c6 vat lam
chudn ma phan dinh.

Gidp ranh dat hoang thi ghi “hoang nhan du dia”.

Gidp dat c6 chi ma ving mit nim nim trd 1én thi
ghi dit “hoang phé&”. Ving mit 1au hon miic 4y thi ghi
“Ctru kinh hoang phé”.

Xd, thon 1a don vi co s& ctia xa hoi thoi trudce.

Thuong phéan biét xa la lang 16m, thon 1a lang nhd.
Dan x4, thon ghi vao bd dinh 1a dan 6ng, khong ghi
dan ba, tré con.

Dé thanh 1ap mot x4, chi cAn nim, sdu nguoi dan
dinh - theo nghia c6 von, c¢6 dat - ding don, bao dam
voi triu dinh vé nghia vu thu€ dinh, thué€ dién. Thoi
phong kién, “tdc dat ngon rau on chda”, mudn 1ap lang
phai xin phép vua. Ty dung ma lap lang, tuy tién xi
kién, thau thué&, dong moc... thi ghép vao toi lam loan.
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Tha tuc xin 1ap lang ving dat méi twong doi dé.

Nguoi giau, c6 thé Iyc ding ra lap lang, hudng nhiéu
céi loi: vira tao dia vi, vira boc 10t nhan cong dé dang,
ban on bo dic cho ngudi dén xin cu ngu. Khi chét dugc
dan tho nhw tién hién, hau hién trong dinh lang. Khi
cling dinh, con chiu dwoc quyén dn mot mam riéng,
sang trong. Nham luc sa siit ciing duoc lang nang do.
Lang méi 1ap dé thu hit nguoi ngheo, that nghiép, vo
ng & noi khac dén. Thong thuong thi trong thoi gian
dau, nguoi ding ra 1ap lang phai ra tay gitip d& nhimg
nguoi méi toi, dé 13y tiéng tot.

Khi 1ap lang, thuong thi van con vai muoi gia dinh
song 4n lau, khong ghi tén, nhung triéu dinh chi can
biét ranh gidi lang, s6 thu€ dién, thué& dinh da hita nap.
Téng doc nhan don, chuyén xu6ng cho phii. Quan phi
dén noi, cuing véi cai tdng, huong chiic clia nhiing lang
lan can. Phai c6 mit nhitng nguoi xin khin dat dé xac
nhan ranh giéi timg sd, dan lau phai c6 mit dé biét 1y
lich, timg can 4n, gid mao tén tudi ching. Rdi do dac
cho ding dién tich, phan loai dat t6t xau.

Sau d6, nguoi xin 1ap lang dugc quan pht cip cho
con dau nhd, bing cay (vi vay, mii cho dén nay con
quen goi con mdc, dung chit la moc ky). Nhitng nguoi
ding tén 1ap lang méi, theo linh quan pht, dugc x6a tén
trong sd bo lang cii. Trong t& phiic bam, cac thon trudng
1an can ky tén vao, tranh truong hop sau nay khi€u nai

lang nay 1an ranh lang kia.



Hai ban to phiic bAm géi 1én tinh, chd quan chuin
y, rdi tinh trd lai cho phi mot ban. Quan phi trd lai
lang, xac nhan chanh thic, 1ap to& bién ban goi la dn
khdm. Trong tha tuc 1ap lang, y kién ctia quan phu rat
quan trong.

Lap lang 1a mot viéc ton kém nhung hap dan cho gi6i
pht hao thich kinh doanh, nho d6 ho méc nhién lam thon
trudng. Mot khi thon da 1ap roi, ai mudn khan dat phai
dang 1€ 16c, bu vao ton kém ban dau cta vién phi ho.

boi Ty Duc, tai Chau Doc, 1ap ra lang Chau Qudi,
tach tirlang Chau Phu ra. Trong don ghi bay nguoi ding
tén (hai nguoi 1a dan dinh ct ct@a lang Chau Phu, con
nim nguoi 1a dan 1au). Pt khin budi dau c6 66 mau,
gdm ca dién va th. Rudng khan qua it, con nhiéu khoanh
goi 1a hoang nhan (chua khai thac) nhung phai dugc cac
lang k& can thoa thuan nhuong cho. Nhimg ngudi dén
sau, phan lon 1a dan nghéo, dan lau, xin khai khan vung
dat goi l1a “hoang nhan du dia”. T d6, méi c6 ti€ng ché
bai nhimg nguoi lang thang di 1am #n nhiéu noi 1a ké
“hoang dang chi dia”.

Viéc cai tri lang do hwong chiic.

Mud6n 1am huong chic phai hoi da diéu kién: c6 ding
bo dat, ong cha c6 clia, xuat than quan lai, dd dat, hoic
timg dung ra 1ap lang. Nhimg nguodi thuoc thanh phan
trén chon lya 1an nhau. Dang chu y: huong chic lang
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phai chdm soc viéc cing t€ dinh than. Sau nay, Phap
moi tach riéng hwong chirc lang va huong chiic dinh.

Dan 13u, dan ngu cu khong dugce can dg. Khi cing
t€ & dinh, mi€u, dan lau phai lam tap dich: khiéng ban
ghé&, bita cti, xay lda, gid gao, khong c6 chd ngdi trong
mam cd.

O ngoai Bic, lang c6 huong udc, co than tich. O
Nam B0, suu tam lai rdt kho khin, khong ai biét dén
huong wéc, nhat 1a nhimg lang mai 14p sau nay. Ban
huong udc con tim thay dugc 1a ctia lang Minh Huong,
soan thdo 1an dau ndm 1800, Trinh Hoai Puc duyét lai,
thém b6t ndm 1821, téi ndm 1823 lai thém vai khoan
mai. Lang nay quy tu nhimg nguoi goc Hoa (theo nha
Minh), khong theo quy ché nguoi nude ngoai (khong gia
nhap cac bang) ma sinh hoat nhw lang xa Viét Nam. Loi
m& dau ban huong woc ghi: “Nude ¢6 phap luat, nha ¢
cham quy”, mot kiéu véi ban huong uée clia lang Duong
Liéu, & Son Tay, lap ndm 1739, doi Lé “Nudc c6 phap
luat quy dinh, dan c6 diéu woc riéng...”.

Chtic vu huong than dit ra tir lic Nguyén Tri Phuong
vao lanh chic kinh lugc Nam Ky.

Gia Dinh Thanh Thong Chi, hoan tit vao dau Minh
Mang ghi: Mdi lang ¢6 dung mot ngoi dinh, tay lang
cing t€ hang ndm vao thang Giéng hoic thang 8, thang
9 hodc vao ba thang cudi nim. Lang nao ¢6 ngudi hoc
thic thi nhan ngay 4y giang quoc luat va huong udc,
dong thoi bao cdo vé tinh hinh thau thué, bau cit va ban

giao gitta hwong chic cii va méi.



Ta néu cau hdi: Thoi cdc chia Nguyén, & Nam Bo
dinh lang ra sao, c6 hay chua c6? Ching toi chua thdy
tai liéu nao khéng dinh thoi xua, & Gia Dinh, hé 1ap lang
thi 1ap dinh than.

Vé nguyén tic, sic than do vua phong. Cac chia
Nguyén khong chénh thiic thira nhan vua Lé nén nhiéu
dinh lang ndi danh & Nam B0 phai cho dén triéu Nguyén
méi nhan dugc sic than. Nhu truong hop dén tho & Chau
Doc do Nguyén Vin Thoai 1ap, sdc phong Nguyén Hiru
Canh la thuong df‘lng than thon Chau Pha (cho Chau
Daoc) dé ngay 29 thang Muoi Mot, nim Ty Dic thi ndm,
1852. Va hai lang Vinh T€, lang Thoai Son hdy con hai
dinh lang uy nghi tho Thoai Ngoc Hau (Nguyén Vin
Thoai) nguoi da doc suat dao hai kinh Thoai Ha va Vinh
Té. Séc & lang Vinh T€ (ndi Sam) phong nim 1924, &
Thoai Son (nui Sip) phong nam 1943, vao thoi Phap
thuoc, & doi Khai Dinh va Béo Dai. C6 1& thoi trude
da nhan sic nhung bi mat rdi sau xin lai chang? Thoai
Ngoc Hau ¢6 con géi (con nudi) 1y chdng timg 1a ké
tich cuc theo Lé Vin Khoi.

Phan 16n sic than con thdy déu phong doi Ty Puc.

Xem Gia Pinh Thanh Thong Chi va Pai Nam Nhiit
Thong Chi, ta gdp chi tiét: Trudc kia, thoi Nguyén Vin
Thoai & Chau Ddc, noi tho Nguyén Hiru Canh goi 1a e
(dén). Than thanh hoang & ving Chau Ddoc duoc the vao
nam Thiéu Tri tht tu & lang Vinh Nguon, nam Ty Pic
tht ba méi doi t6i chgr Chau Doc. Than thanh hoang &
Bén Nghé, tho tai thon Khanh Hoi, cat ndm Gia Long
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thit sau (1807). R rang 1a dén tho thanh hoang bén cénh
ra doi tré nai, sau khi Gia Long vé Phu Xuan (1802).
Trude d6, khi méi khai théac, chi dung miéu Hoi déng
dé tho linh than trong canh thd, tai lang Tan Triém. Dai
Nam Nhiit Thong Chi, bién soan tré hon, ghi thém: miéu
Hoi dong tho thuong, trung, ha tam ding 4m duong chu
linh than.

O Bién Hoa, khi truéc miu Hoi ddng xay dung &
goc Tay Béc, sau doi qua phia Tay.

C6 thé két luan: Truéc doi Gia Long, phan 16n
than dwoc thd 1a chu vi linh than, theo kiéu & miéu
Hoi dong ché chua c6 sdc Thanh hoang bén canh nhu
lic sau, khi ma nhitng cong than nha Nguyén duoc
danh wu tién.

& Nam B0, goi dién chii ché khong goi dia chii. Co
hai hang dién chii: 16n va nhé. Dién chii nhd thuong goi
14 chii dién manh, theo nghia manh dat nho, manh mun.
Ciing phan biét chi dat va chi rudng. Chii ddr 1a nguoi
s& hitu dit hop phap, ding tén trong bod. Chii rudng la
ngudi dang st dung, thau hué loi trén phin rudong mic
dau khong phii 12 ngudi s& hiu, nhu truong hop nguoi
phui nong muén dat clia dién chl rdi mudén ngudi lam,
thau hué loi.

Dién chl 16n thoi nha Nguyén nim dat dai toi
muc nao?



Trudc ti€n, khong nén may moéce can cit vao dién tich
chiém hiru ma phan dinh. Lam cht 50 mau & Rach Gia
- Ca Mau chua chic da kha hon 1am chd 5 miu & vang
My Tho - Sa Péc. Ngay & Rach Gia - Ca Mau, cling
nén tily vang ma danh gia. C6 nguoi khin nhiéu dat ma
khong dt von khai théc, ta dién khong dén vi dat qua
xau. C6 nguoi it dat nhung toan 1a vuon cy an trai thau
nhap con cao hon ngudi nhiéu dat ma chi lam rudng.
C6 nguoi it ddt ma nhiéu tién, bén canh viéc cho muén
rudng, con kinh doanh chd yé&u bing cho vay ning lai.

Nam Minh Mang thi 20 (1839), mot dién chd &
ving cho Sa Péc, lang Vinh Phudc, chét dé lai mot gia
tai nhu sau:

Rudng: 75 mau.

Nha: 1 nha ngéi ba cén.

Vang bac: 2 doi xuyén vang, 7 d6i bong vang, 10
doi xuyén vang (t& kim), 4 bd ngii s (chan den, lu
hwong...), 10 xau chudi hd phéach, 50 dinh bac (mbi
dinh 10 luong), 1.000 dong bac di€u ngan (bac con 6
Meé-hi-cd), 15.000 ngan quan tién kém va mot s6 bac
con n¢ chua tra.

Mot mau dat tot, thoi Minh Mang tri gia khoang
170 - 180 quan. Nguoi dién chd nay du sic mua hang
traim méiu dit nhung r6 1a ham danh bac dé cho vay.

D6 1a mot nguoi dién chd ving gan cho Sa Péc,
dat tot dé lam dn. Nhung Sa Péc ciing khong bing Cho
Gao (My Tho). Huyén Kién Hoa, tt Chg Gao dn qua
Go Cong, dugc Trinh Hoai Pic ca ngoi 1a “dat rudng

o
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phi nhiéu, ménh mong bét ngat, nhiéu nguoi 14y viéc
canh nong lam goc, trong nha lda gao day vua, lai co
dic tinh trung hau, can kiém, vui lam viéc nghia, an lac
cung nhau, 12 noi c6 di phong thoi ¢6 vay”.

Vung Chg Gao gém dat giong Go Cong, thém mot
phan ctia Long An va #n gan cho My Tho. Vung nay
gao ngon c¢6 tiéng, sdn xudt noi dat gidng, rudng cay.
Dat ving nay “chic thit”, dat “thudc” (tr thuan thuc,
noi trai ra thanh thugc, néi tit 1a thuoc”. Vé phia Hau
Giang ciing vay, gao Ba Thic (Bai Xau, Séc Tring) ndi
danh nho & dat gidong, gn bién.

Vung Cho Gao khin hoang rit sém. Chiing ta con
duoc mot it tai liéu cho biét s6 nguoi khidn hoang tir dau
va st hinh thanh mot s6 dién chd & day. Nhing gia dinh
“cd cu” (ding ra 1a k& cw) hday con nhic nhd viéc 6ng
ba ngay trude tir Quang Nam vao. Mot tai liéu xac nhan
rang lang Thanh Xuan (viang Cho Gao) do mot nguoi
tir lang An X4, vang Ba Déo, Quang Nam dén day voi
bon ngudi con trai, mot ngudi con gai (con hai nguoi
con gai & lai qué nha) dé khai khan, 1ap lang. Dén day
lic nao khong thy ghi rd, chi biét 1a vao ndm 1805 con
chau hop lai d€ hun tién, cho vay 13y 16i ma xay cét pht
thd cho dong ho. Vian tu soan ndm 1805 ghi ro nguoi
dau tién ctia dong ho vao day thudc hang 6ng cd noi,
ta dodn vao khoang dau thé ky XVIIL.

Vai tu liéu c6 hé théng hon, lién quan dén gia dinh
mot dién cht 16n & Cho Gao, doi Tu Pic 1a ba ho Tran

Vin Hoc. B4 ho nay con séng dén khi Phap xam lugc.



Gia pha may doi truéc ghi so sai, d&n doi cha ctia Tran
Vian Hoc méi ghi ro ngay, thang, nim sanh va mat.

Luc hung thoi, Tran Vin Phién (cha ctia Tran Vin
Hoc) diing tén trong bo dién 335 mau ta, toa lac tai ba
lang Binh Céach, Song Thanh, Dwong Xuéan, thau lda
rudng hang nam khoang 4.000 gia (mot gia ldc bay gio
la 37 ché khong phai 40 lit nhw ngay nay). Nam 1857,
Phién da c6 hai ngudi con 1a ba ho va mot ngudi dau td
tai. Ngudi kha nhit trong nhing ngudi con ctia Phién
1a Tran Vin Hoc, khi Phién 1am cai tong thi Hoc da 1a
thon trudng roi.

Khi Tran Vin Hoc lam chdc thu d€ lai gia tai cho
con thi dt ctia Hoc da c6 tat ca 1a 438 mAu ta, hing nim
thau Iia rudng gan 6.000 gia, dat ndm rai rac & cac lang
Song Thanh, Phi Hoa, Gia Thanh, Duong Xuan, Binh
Cach, Binh DPiang, An Tri. Trong s6 dat do Hoc ding
tén c6 4 mau thd cw danh cat nha 1ap vuon va vai sé dat
do nguoi ngoai dem cAm c¢6 nhung da qua han ma chua
chudc duoc, coi nhu thudc vé Hoc luon.

So sanh tai san rudng dit ca Tran Vin Phién va
Tran Vin Hoc, tic 12 tir doi cha t6i doi con, ta thy rudong
dat cting nhu hué loi hing nim da ting Ién rat nhiéu.
S6 dat ruong do gia dinh nay chiém hitu that 1a 16m vi
mdi lang & Cho Gao chi c6 dién tich hon 200 mau ta ma
thoi (Binh Céch: 238 mau va Song Thanh: 226 méau).

Nhu vay, dat do Tran Vin Phién 1am cha 1on hon
dién tich mot lang, va dat do Tran Vin Hoc chi€m duoc

bing dién tich ca hai lang cong lai. Ro rang 1a dat do
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dong ho nay chiém hitu 16n hon nhiéu l1an dat ctia nhiéu
ngudi trong ving, 16n hon dién chii ngoai Trung, Bic,
nhung ciing chua thim vao dau voi dién chd thoi Phap
thudc ma sau nay ching ta sé noi dén.

Chiing ta cling gdp mot it tai liéu noi vé cach thikc
ciing nhu muc do boc 16t vé rudng dat clia cac dién chi
thoi do.

Ngay trudc, phan biét ta 1a thué€ ma dién chi phai
dong cho nha nudc, 1d tiic 1 s6 lda gao ma ngudi mudn
rudng phai tra cho dién chd. Ngoai lda rudng, nguoi ta
dién con phai dong thém [€ dién bing sap ong, gao tring
loai t6t, vit... d€ dién chi cing gid trong gia dinh hay
tiéu dung trong dip Tét. Thyc t&, dién chii khong tiéu
dung hét, danh dem bi€u xén cho quan trén. Hang nim,
t4 dién con phai lam khong cong cho dién chit mot s6
ngay dé tu bd vuon tuoc, xay lda gia gao, bira cli, phu
viéc khi gié chap & nha dién ch.

Tuy theo dat tot xau, khé 1am hay dé ma muc td tiic
¢6 cao thap, nhung tinh binh quan thi mot mau ta phai
nop 12 gia (mdi gia: 37 lit). Xem thé, ta thiy trong budi
dau muc lda rudng nguoi ta dién phai ndp con thap hon
sau nay, khi dién chd tap trung rudng dat nhiéu hon
trong thoi thyc dan Phap.



THOI AN NET O

TRONG KHOANG THOI GIAN NON HAI THE @

ky khai phd va xay dung, nhan dan ta da bdt dau lam
cht vang dit ma&i nay. T khung canh hoang vu véi
cop, mudi, mong, binh tat, ta dd vach duoc mdt chan
troi quang dang, vui tuoi, c6 vin hoa.

Don Dinh ctia B&n Nghé budi dau da dan dan tr&
thanh thuong cang - cing 1a mdt hai cang - lién lac giao
thuong véi nudc ngoai, chita dung nhiéu tiém ning phat
trién sau nay.

Puogc nhuw vay vi dan ta quyét tam, biét tuy theo
diéu kién dia phuong, tim bién phap thich hop ma cai
tao thién nhién. Quan s6 khong nhiéu, nhung kién quyét
ddy 1ui may dot tdn cong cia quan Xiém. Ta c6 truyén
thong khan hoang & dong bing tir thoi dyng nudc xa
xwa. C4 nudc huéng vé vung dat dang md mang véi
nhiéu thién cam.
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Nha Bé nuoc chdy chia hai,
Ai vé Gia Pinh, Pong Nai thi vé.

Song Pdng Nai, song Tién, song Hau... khong dip
b dé lai c6 nhanh nhéc va kinh dao gitp giao luu dé
dang véi cdc tinh, cac huyén lan can. Thoi bdy gio di
lai biing duong thiiy 1a chinh. O ngi ba, nga tu song thi
lap cho, thuan tién cho viéc trao d6i hang hoa, rai rac
nhiing bén.
Bén nhd khong trd thanh che thi goi 1a bén ba.
Bén Péi 1a noi hen dé déi nudc ngot, khi troi han,
& vung nudc lo (ngudi dan tranh dung chit “ban nudc”,
“mua nudc”).
bat con rong, ngudi con thua, ngoai rudng da co ao,
c6 vuon, lam dn mau khda, hang héa dw da thi thwong
nghiép bit dau phat trién. Nghé budn ban trén song rach
phat dat v6i ti€ng hat, cau ho:
DPao nao vui bing dao di buon,
Xuong bién lén nguon, gao cho nuedc song.

Nguoi di budn séng luu dong, dé 4n 1au, goi 1a dan
thuong ho. Xudng ghe twong doi dé sdm. Cay rimg Tay
Ninh dbi dao, lai s&n du chai trét ghe. Thuyén doc moc
tir Campuchia dwa xuong doc song Ctru Long, ban gia ré.

Nghé budn phat trién ching td mitc sin xuat hang
héa va phan cong xa hoi da phat trién, mot bo phan dan
cu da tach ra lam thuwong nghiép.

*

EE



Nha khong rao, lang khong lity tre, con nguoi di khin
hoang can c6 sy twong tro, dim boc 1an nhau. Dat hoang
con cho nguoi khan, hodc chura khan t¢i mic. Nhan cong
thi€u. S6ng xa qué hwong c6 quén, con ngudi can tinh
ban, rat hi€u khach. Sach xua dé lai da dung nhing tir
rat dep dé ta tinh than rong rai cia con nguoi Gia Dinh
xua. Nhu n6i vé phong tuc tinh Dinh Tuong, Pai Nam
Nhdt Thong Chi ghi: “Con trai chuyén nghé nong, danh
cé. Con gai chdm viéc canh ctri, c6 khi kiém nghé buén
bén. Hang tuan td chuyén theo dén sach, hang khoe manh
hoc theo k§ nghé, khuon dét diing phép, hang lua bit
bong hoa tinh x&o c6 ti€ng, phong thuc thuan ma rong
rdi... Uu dai khach ma khong ké t6n phi”.

Nguoi Gia Dinh xua k&t nghia ban bé rong rii,
dung vo gi chong khong doi mon ding ho ddi cho
1im. Nhu ta da biét vé ngudn goc xuat than ctia nhiing
ngudi di khai hoang, viéc ho trong nguoi biét chit, wa
ké si la chuyén dé hiéu. Khong thong thao kinh s,
vin chuwong khong trau chudt 1a chuyén binh thuong,
khong gi phai giau gi€ém. Nhimg nguoi timg ndi ti€ng
dat Gia Dinh nhu Dd Thanh Nhan, V6 Tanh, Lé Vin
Duyét, Nguyén Vin Nhan, Phan Thanh Gian ciing
khong phai xudt than tir danh gia th& phiét gi. Pén
nhu ba T Dii, géc xwa la dan dinh & Quang Ngai vao
Nam 1ap nghiép tai Son Qui roéi méi kha gia sau. Vin
chuwong ctia nho si, séng gitta mot xa hoi méi hinh
thanh nhuw vay, thuong dung 101 binh dan, tiéng dia
phuong cho ai ciing hiéu duoc.
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Trong Nguw Tiéu y thudt vén ddp con nhiéu dién tich
mic md nhung véi Luc Vdn Tién, dic biét 1a Vin té
nghia si thi Nguyén Dinh Chiéu boc 16 day da phong
céach binh dan.

Thii khoa Bui Hitu Nghia soan tudng Kim Thach ky
duyén thi nhiéu dién tich theo cong thitc hit boi nhung
dén khi 1am vin t€ khoc v, khoc con thi 10i 18 moc
mac, tinh cam dam da, khong khuon séo.

k

* ok

Khi nguoi Viét dé€n Dong Nai - Gia Dinh thi nguoi
Khome da lam an rai rdc lau doi & nhitng ving ven
song, dat giong. Mot s6 ngudi Hoa nhu da néi trén
da bo qué hwong xt s& dé€n day cung ngudi Viét lam
dn, thém s6 nguoi thudc cdc dan toc lang giéng nhu
ngudi Ma Lai hay In-d6-né-xi-a (Java) cling da c6 mit.
Moi nguoi, ngay tir dau da sdng chan hoa véi nhau,
ciing giao lwu vin hoéa, trao ddi kinh nghiém lam in,
cung g6p phan bién ving dat hoang vu nay thanh phi
nhiéu, mau mo.

Nguoi Khome theo dao Phat, séng hién hoa, hiéu
khéch, biét lam ruong tham canh, da giip nguoi Viét méi
dén trong viéc chon gidng lda ngon com, thich hop véi
dia phuong (tén cac giong lda thuong 1a ti€ng Khome).

Nguoi Hoa trir nhitng nguoi thuéc dong ho Mac Clru
& Ha Tién hay céc vo tuéng nhu Duong Ngan Dich, Tran
Thing Tai, phan nhiéu l1a ddm lao dong nghéo va that



hoc, trong budc dau, sén sang hoa minh véi ngudi dia
phuong d&€ muu sinh. Ngudi Hoa vung Triéu Chau (ta
thuong goi 1a Tiéu), gidi vé hoa mau, 1am riy trén dat
gidng (céi xanh, cdi ct, khoai lang, hanh, he...) siéng
ning, chiu cuc chiu khé, rau chdo liic con nghéo dé gy
von lam dn.

Sém biét thich ing véi hoan canh, thd ngoi, tan dung
dia loi, tao ra nhan hoa, sang tao vuot khé khan, giao
hoa v6i con nguoi va vin hoa khac ma van gitr duoc
phong cich clia minh 1a viéc ma t3 tién ta da lam duoc
tlr ldc dau di khai thac vang dat moi.

Viéc giao hoa gitra con nguoi thudc nhiéu dan toc
con dé lai nhiéu diu 4n trong 10i 4n ti€éng ndi nguoi Viét
ngay nay nhu: - Ghe chai, 1i xi, theo o, cii xi, xinh xai,
trdi xi mui, tai cong, té“mg khao... (ti€ng Hoa). - Ca ran,
ca ron, Xxa quang, minh “én”... (ti€ng Khome).

Mot s6 16n dia danh ding budi ban dau di khan
hoang thuong 14y nhiing dic diém dia phuong cho dé
nhé: Cai Sén, (ciy sdn dé€ nhudm ludi). Cai Lach (lau
lach), Cai Vimg (cay vimg, thuong ba con 18y dot cham
mim). Nhitng rach Keé Mot, Ke Doi, Ban Qui, Tram
Ctra... 1 14y cay ke, cay ban, cAy tram ngoai vam rach
lam déu hiéu.

Ho6c Mon 1a ngon rach cung, héc ¢ nhiéu dam
mon nudc.

GO Vip noi dat go cao, nhiéu cay vap to lam muc

tiéu v.v...
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Theo Pai Nam Nhiit Thong Chi, ngay trudc khi dam
dao 1im nguoi “thuong néi pha tron tiéng Tau va tiéng
Cao Mién”, khong ky thi, cach biét gi.

*

EE S

Tap hop nhau thanh lang mac, con ngudi gitt truyén
thong doan két, twong tro. Lang mac dung tiéng mo dé
thong tin cho moi nguoi biét khi can thiét.

Mo hoi mot (danh thic mot hoi, thém mot dui) 1a co
chuyén khan cap (hda loan, trom cuép...)

Mo hai hoi, hai dni 1a trong xom dang xay ra gay
g8, danh nhau d6 mau.

Mo ba héi, ba dni goi dan nhom hop.

Trong khéng chién chong Phép, ta ding mo hoi mot
d€ bdo dong va mo ba hdi d€ bdo ring da yén 6n.

T mién Trung vao 1ap nghiép, ngudi Gia Dinh con
git nhiéu phong tuc, tp quan ciia qué huong, nhiéu khi
pha tap doi chut trén duong khan hoang do giao tiép véi
nén vin héa Chim, Khome v.v...

Cing nhu & Thanh Héa, vi huong 13o la ngudi duoc
trong vong nhut trong lang.

O lang xwa, thi du nhw lang Minh Hueong (Cho Lén),
c6 chic bdng cdn ma & Nghé Tinh ngay xwa goi la
cam cdn.

O Thanh Héa, Nghé Tinh va nhiéu dia phwong khac,
ngay trudc ¢ tuc “in may 1&8”. D& nhé t6 tién, con chau

theo ¢6 1¢ hing ndm, phai c6 doi ngay danh ra lam cai



nghé ma t6 tién ngay truéc da lam dé song, du nghé do
1a nghé 4n may thidp kém. Nguoi ta thdy & Bén Nghé
xua cling con ngudi “4n may 1&” nhw vay, mic dau ho
khong con nghéo ting nhw 6ng cha nita. Ho ngdi ngoai
chg (con goi la quan phuong) van xin véi bai ban, go
nhip véi cip sita, xin com trong ba ngay rdm Ién, d6 dn
xin duoc dem vé ciing.

Tuc ciing c4 Ong, thd Ba, Cau phd bién clia nguoi
chai lu6i tir Binh Dinh, Phd Yén... cing dwa vao dat
Dong Nai.

Viéc cing tién hién, hau hién cit hanh trong dinh
lang nhung & Nam B0 ciing phé bién trong moi gia dinh.
Vao nhimg dip ciing ong ba hay trong dip Tét, ngoai 1&
vat dat trén ban thd 6ng ba, con thém mdt mam, khiém
ton hon, dit ngay ngudng clra hay trudc san, goi ndm
na 1a “mam dat dai” xin sy phu ho cta “dat dai vién
trach, tién hién khai khan, hau hién khai co” (hay khai
canh) 6ng ba dat nudc”.

“Ong ba dat nuéc” mang ndi dung 1a TS qudc.

Tién hién, hau hién 1a nhimg th& hé dau tién, day
cong khai phd, con chau ngay nay dugc hudng. Nh&
dén cédc vi khong chi xin dugc phit hd ma con td 1ong
tri an ctia con chau.

Pat thd cu (dat nén nha, th trach) theo thoi xua,
nidm trong pham vi quan tri cia thd dia. Viéc cing thd
dia c6 thay ddi chiit it nhim tudng nhé nguoi khuat mat
tlr thud xa xwa. Dau 12 noi hoang véng, khong nhan ra
di chi clia con nguoi, ddng bao ta van cling nhimg nguoi
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di tiéen phong nao d6 dén khai khén rdi chét vi bénh tat,
thu dtt hodc sy boc 16t cudng buc clia con nguoi.

L& Ay goi la cing dat.

Vai chiia Phat, 1ap tir 1au doi, con cting dat theo kiéu
th€ tuc: cing mén min, thuong 1a ca 16¢ nuéng, mam,
dau heo. Sau khi cing, nguoi tu hanh ciing tam thoi nga
min, &n moén cing dé thong cam véi nguoi chét.

L& cung chua Ngung Ma nuong, do ngudi tir mién
Trung mang vao, ni dung la cing dat, xin “mudn dat”
vOi ngudi khuat mét. Trong rimg bui, gitta go hoang,
gan bo song, thinh thodng gip nhiéu bd xuong nguoi
chon cét so sai, goi cho nguoi dén sau tudng nhd dén
cong lao ctia nguoi di trudec.

*

Trong Nam, van dé gia pha khong duoc chi y nhu
& Trung, Bic.

C6 nguoi gidi thich ring ghi chép sé dan toi dong
ho khong ai ndi doi, khong sém thi mudn, viéc lam ay
cling gay xui xéo. C6 1€ day chi la mot cach giai thich.
Trong tinh hinh dan lwu tdn, may ai nhé 16 duoc tén ho,
ngudn goc Ong ba ngay xua. Di 1am &n tir noi nay sang
noi khac, md ma dé xiéu lac. Ciing c6 ngudi mang tdi
voi triéu dinh hodc dinh liu it nhiéu vao mot bén trong
nhing cudc tranh chip lién mién, nén nhiéu lic phai giau
dong ho ctia minh, s¢ bi trimg phat hoidc bi phan biét doi
X, vi vy con chau vé sau khong biét dau ma tim nita.



Phai chang vi tinh trang xa xt, Ivu tan nhe vady ma
nhiéu nguoi s¢ con chau quén td tién, than toc. Trong
nhimg gia dinh kha gia, hing nim bay viéc “nhém ho”
dé ba con xa gan tu hop, dn udng, gidi thiéu cho biét
mat nhau.

Ciing theo tuc cung “vat 1&” (no6i trai ti€ng “viéc
18”) nhuw sau: trude khi phan tan di 1am &n hoic tron
tranh, nhitng nguoi trong gia dinh giao hen trudc voi
nhau dén ngay 4y, thang Ay hing nim thi ciing mot
mon dic biét thi du nhu tom ludc, ca 16c nudng, hodc
cd 16¢c ndu chdo am. Con chdu dén noi la, hé thay ai
cing ding moén 4y, ding ngay thang 4y, it nhan ra
dong doi minh.

Nhing giao hen nhw vay cang can thiét trong truong
hop vi trdnh nan ma phai thay tén déi ho lap tiic.

#

EE S

N6i chung vé théi 4n nét & thi thuong gitt nhu & qué
huong ban quan, dan da thay ddi cho phil hop véi diéu
kién sinh hoat m&i.

Vé nha &, do dén noi nhiéu song rach, viéc di lai
chii y&u bing duong song nén nha cat thuong day mit
ra mé nuéc. Kiéu nha mo phong theo nha kha gia &
Quang Nam, Quang Ngdi thoi xuwa, ly tudng nhat 1a
nha ba cén, hai chai, mai lop ngdi, vach van, ki€u nha
thap. Quanh nha l14p vuon ciy in tréi, cau, dira. Khoi
vuon moi tdi rudng.
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Vi nudce 16n, nude rong nén dudi bén can lam cau
thang I1én xudng cho nguoi di thuyén.

Trong nha trang tri theo kiéu thiic mién Trung, voi
dd ngii sy, thich mua sdm dd sanh st Trung Hoa (chén
bit bac, thdng, luc binh).

O nong thon, dn udng ciing theo mia vyu. Da gidi tai
ché& bién, gip lic ban ron dn uéng don gidn nhung van
dam bio ngon miéng va bd. Trude khi ra ddong phit cd
- mot cong viéc ddong dng ning nhoc - nguoi ta thuong
dn com rang véi tring vit, goi la dé no dai, thém stic.
Khi phu nit di cdy, dim chan dudi nuéc ca budi, 1dm
khi trén dau troi mua 14t phat, bita com trua thuong 1a
com tring, bi r¢ hAm dira va mdm chung. Nhimg lic
mua vu, thuong ba con khong dd thoi gian di bt tom
cé hay ché bién nhiing thitc 4n phiic tap thi dn miam la
tht vira ngon miéng vira do ton thoi gian. Trong nha
ndng dan, mam 1a thic idn du triv quanh nidm, moi khi
4n thi ché& bién dt kiéu: mdm s6ng, mdm kho quét, mdm
kho 16ng, mdm chién... Cho nén c6 cau “An com mim,
thdm vé l1au” cang lau cang thay ngon, khong mén nao
bi kip, goi tinh yéu.

So6ng noi mién nhiét doi nhiéu song rach, viéc dn
udng ciing dwom mau sic riéng. Trén mam com, phan
tom ca cting phong phu khong kém - néu khong hon
phan thit, ché bién nhiéu cich. Ca 16¢ “kén” véi nghé,
14 nhau. Mim ca 16c, dem chung céach thly, thém chut
md, chiit thit bam, kiéu “ham diy” ctia nguoi Hoa, nhung
mui vi ngon hon. Ca 16c nuéng trui, in véi rau nghé,



mudi 6t hodc nuéc midm me. Canh chua thit ga, ca 16¢
nau chua, dn véi mudi 6t. Luon, rua, éch, rin, chudt
dong, con dudn cha 13, doi qua thong qua céch niu
nudng, v6i nhiéu gia vi, ciing tré thanh mén an ngon,
danh dai khach quy.

Nguoi Nam B¢ thich &n cac loai rau rimg: dot
x0ai, dot vimg, dot chiét, dot rau cau, dot chum rudt,
rau nghé...

C6 nhiéu moén in trong thi don so, gidn di nhung
khéo ché bién voéi céy trai dia phuong trd thanh “dic
sén” duoc wa thich vi hai hoa huong vi: mdm kho 16ng
va v6i rau song (bong sting, ciy dwra); canh cé tré nau
vOi bau. Ca dia nau véi trai ban chin (ving nudce lo,
gan cira song, ca dia 1on 1én nho dn trai ban chin rung
xuong r6i khi 1am canh chua nguoi ta lai hai trai ban
chin ma nau trd lai).

Kho cé tuy don gidan nhung muoén cho ngon, doi
hdi nghé thuat cao. Ca bong kéo (hoa man nguw) ving
nuéc 1o tuy 1a cé tap nhung trd thanh “thoi tran” néu
dé nguyén con, rita so sai, khong md bung, kho dn véi
dua leo, ngon ngot nhd méat déng cua ca twom ra. Ca
kho trong mé t6 14 m6n khé quén néu dung ltra than:
cé dong, ngon nhiit 1a c4 ro kho véi nudec miam bién,
va thém tiéu hét. Mén dn duoc didc biét wa thich 1a ca
trén sdy khoi, nuéng so qua, in véi bong sau dau, vi
ding clia bong sau dau lam cho vi c4 kho thém ngot,
goi cau hat clla ngudi con gai nhd nguoi yéu di lam
mudn chon xa xoi:
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Nuoe rdam chdy thdu Nam Vang,
Sdu ddu chin rung, sao chang biét ly.

Vi cac loai tom c4, rau cd, cay trai mién nhiét doi,
nguoi Viét tao ra nhiéu moén dn méi, ngon, dinh hinh,
khong con 1a cau ky.

Cay dira moc dé dang khip noi, nudc dira twoi, nude
cot dira 1a chat ngot, chat béo diu: thit kho nudc diva, ca
kho nudc dira, ca ri v6i nhiéu nudc cot dira, banh tim
nuéc cot dira...

Thit quay dn v&i banh héi, thay vi banh bao nhu
nguoi Hoa.

Thit bo xao 14 cach, nuéng goi 14 16t.

Canh chua ngudi Khome dugce ci ti€n qua ky thuét
ctia nguoi Hoa & S6c Triing d€ dat t6i trinh do ngay nay.
Mo6n xiém-lo 1a bdp chudi xit nhd, nau véi dau hoidc
xuong ca kho, ném chit mam, bod gia vi rau om va that
nhiéu 6t. Mdm 6p ¢6 1& 1a tr mdm bo-héc clia nguoi
Khome, ta cai bién lai. Mdm tom Go Cong néi danh.
Mim long - con goi mdm rudt - lam voi ruodt cé 1oc,
nhan trong gao dira, tré thanh mén qua sang trong. Nguoi
giau, nguoi nghéo déu thich in mim song, kem véi vai
loai rau thom. Cu D6 Chiéu xem T6n Tho Tuong nhuw
ké khong con biét in mdm séng, ddng nghia véi ké vong
bén. Ba con ta quan niém #n cé nhiéu sé gitp co thé déo
dai, cAm cu c6 hiéu qua v6i binh st rét thuong hanh ha
ca gia dinh, mot kiéu udng thudc, tao hong huyét cau.

Nhu trén da néi, nguoi Viét di xudng mién cuc
Nam clia dat nudc, tiép xic véi nhiéu dan tdc, nhiéu



nén vin hoa, ti€p thu duoc nhiéu cdi mai. Chiéc 4o ba
ba dwgc xem nhuw nét dic trung cia Nam Bo. Pay la
kiéu 40 du nhap tir ddo Pi-ning, clia nguodi Ba-ba, tic
nguoi Hoa lai Ma Lai. Ta chudng vi gia ré, mau den
dam cua vai nhap cang, do ngudi Anh dét, dem ban &
Ma Lai, & Xiém (con goi la vai Xiém); tau buon Hai
Nam ché sang nudc ta, d6i 14y hang héa noi dia. Ao
ba ba den xuit hién va phat trién cudi thé ky XIX,
khong xua hon. Trong gi¢i phong luu, ngudi nho nha,
hoi cudi th€ ky XIX qua nhimng ndm dau th€ ky XX
nay, hdy con diung 4o bau ¢d ngin ctia mién Trung.
Ao ba ba danh cho binh dan, lao dong. Hoi xua, trude
khi c6 4o ba ba den, nong dan mic 4o bau c6 ngin,
nhudém ludc ludc véi vo cay cdc, nit gai bén hong,
khong & gitta nguc.

Xem viéc du nhap céi 4o ba ba, ta thdy ngudi xua
khong céu né.

C6 cau “binh dau, thuéc d6”. Thudc do, 1a thudc
tai chd. Hot dau khau tri binh st rét va bién chimg 1a
binh dau gan. Con sot rét c6 thé thuyén gidm véi day
coéc ding, day than thong udng lau ngay. Bi rin doc
cin, kinh nghiém day nén ngdi tai chd, quo tay chung
quanh dé tim ¢ 6ng, cd ci hodc rau mudng bién ma
nhai trong khi cho thay. Con rép hodc vo cay bang, cay
st cii (hoa dai) tam thoi tri noc rdn. Thay rin thuong
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toi lui trong x6m. Khi sanh dé, chit cay tram nho, ndu
14y nuéc ma tim. Ml cay mu u tri ghé...

Thay thudc tir mién Trung vao thuong duoc trong
dai. Nhiéu cay thudc dan toc da phat hién tir xua, moc
sdn & dia phuong hoiic dem dén gy giong: cd tam that,
thiéng liéng, tir bi, ngii trio, é tia, cac loai ngai, cd muc,
tam g&i, mudng, dau sing, day nhan long. DAy nam sAim
(n6i trai swong sam) dung lam thic an giai nhiét.

Nhiéu cay trong lam canh ma ciing lam thudc duoc:
cay am duong liéu (cay 14 liéu, bé xanh bé dd), cay phat
dii tri ho. Chua ké dén thiic 4n hing ngay nhu rau m4,
hiing cay, tia to, rau tn day 14, thit rua, thit ga 4c... cling
duoc coi nhw nhing loai thudc.



RUONG VUON
THOI TRUCC

KY THUAT CANH TAC LA COT LOI CUA
KHAN hoang. Tir mién Trung véi kiéu cay cdy &
thung ling, & ddng bing eo hep ven bién, tat nudc
bing gau, ta chua thay ddi hin khi gip dat cao & Ba
Ria, hodc vai vung & Bién Hoa, Gia Pinh. Hoa mau
duoc chi y. Doi Gia Long, dau phong dat ning suat
cao, dung khong hét & dia phuong, nghé ép dau thinh
hanh. Xac dau phong (banh dau) dung lam phan bon
cho thudc 14. Rau céi, bau bi, hanh 6t try thanh chuyén
canh, nganh hang bong.

Dén song Ciru Long, ta canh tac nhiig déng phi
nhiéu, con tuoi tré. Cé muc nhiéu doi trd thanh phan
tot, néu cay thi c6 hai: lia nhiéu 14, g6c ra to nhung gié
it hot. Theo Phii Bién Tap Luc, mot hoc lda gieo xudng
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t6i mua git duoe 300 hoc, vung trach dién (rudng sau)
phi nhiéu déu 1a noi “dat phat”.

Dat phat 1a dat don sach roi cdy lda xuoéng, khong
can qua giai doan cay bura. Phét cd v6i ciy phang, loai
dao Iudi dai hon mot mét, can ngén bé cong lai theo
g6c 90 do. Nguoi Khome chuyén tham canh, cay bua
k¥ luong nén khi nuéc muwa dang cao, con sét vai bui
cd vuot 1én thi dang phang don so sai trude khi cdy;
cdy phang 1a ndng cu thit yéu vi dit cay bira qua nhiéu
vu con lai it coO.

O noi dat hoang lau doi, troi vira sa mua, c6 da
moc 1én mit mung, cao ngap lung quan, lam & cho
trich, cim ndm, chuot, rin. Don cd d& canh tac theo
16i quang canh, mdi gia dinh nim, ba héc-ta, doi hdi
cong stc va ky thuat. Véi cay phang ludi dai va mai
bén timg lic theo qui cach riéng, nguoi gidi c6 thé
don sach mot cong dét (khoang 1.000m?) trong mot
budi ding, tir himg sdng qua mudi hai gio trua; sau
d6 dn com rdi nghi ludn budi chiéu vi khong con sikc
nita. Néu phat khong ding ky thuat, ton stc luc, nhat
chém khong déu, thoi gian don cd phai kéo dai. Thoi
gian don cd thuan loi gi¢i han trong hai thang. Muwa
gia, nudc ngap cao, khong thé ding phat bi bom; cay
tré thoi vu thudng bi nuéc mua “chup” xuéng, hw ma.
Nguoi phat thuong hoc véi thdy d€ mobi nhat chém don
dugc mot mét vuodng cd: “chém hai dao tam rudi co
du”, phat “chin” khong phat “séng”, cd diit that déu,
ngam dudi nudc, that sat dat, tao diéu kién dé co bi



ngop nudc, chét ra. Nguoc lai, cd moc nhanh khi hip
thu tryc tiép anh ning. O mdi x6m thuong c6 nam
ba kién tudng chuyén phat mudn. Cay phang von la
ning, nguoi phat 13y tw thé rdi khom lung, tay nay
chém, tay kia cAm cay moéc (goi cit néo) dé€ kéo gon
mé cd dang ngé xudéng sang mot bén, cho mit nudc
trong ro6i chém ti€p, gidgp mi, biang khong thi sot lai
ting 10m nhd, sau nay mat cong don lai; cong cd nhd
song sO6t mwoi ngay sau sé thanh bui to. Phat xong,
cho ¢d chét thui xac, dung ban cao (btra cao) kha to
ma kéo gom lai ting gidng nhd, ngay ngin, dé mit
ruong duoc trong trai toéi muc t6i da. Néu sau khi phat
ma ti€t troi ning han, rudng can xudng thi goc cd troi
1én cao hon médt nudc, s€ moc tro lai, phat lan thit nhi
kho hon lan trude.

Rudng khong cay, dit cing, phai ding noc ma cay.

Mua lda, thuong dung kiéu vong git (liém hai) cia
nguoi Khome cén cong nhu chit S, nho vay c6 thé kéo
gom hai, ba bui dé cat trong mot nhat. Lia b6 xong,
gom lai, d&m timg tam-bo (ti€éng Khome, nghia l1a bon)
mdi tay xach hai bo, dem chat theo k¥ thuat riéng dé
bét d6 thdo, chudt it cin ph4, goi chét “ca lang”. Ba bo
budc that chit, néu sai hat, dap ra duoc téi mot gia lia
hot: “Chic nhu ba b6 mot gia”.

Lam rudng 1a nghé cdn ban. Nguoi chuyén nghé goi
14 ddn ruéng. Dan rudng nhiéu kinh nghiém, 1am &n ky
luong, dam dau tu von li€éng va cong stic ca gia dinh vao;
tring mua niang sudt cao hon ngudi khac, ndm that bat,
thiét hai cting it hon. Dan ruong c6 tam ly khong thich
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di budn ban timg chap hodc len 16i vao lam huong chiic
hoi té, sdng vui voi cau “nhit nghé tinh, nhit than vinh”.

ES

EE

Chim chia voi bay ngang ddm thudc,
Cd bdi trdu lpi tuét nwong cau.

Bo chii ddng chi di ddu do,

Con mdit chii lo, chii dap lop ciia toi.

Cau hat ghép nhiéu tiéng lién quan dén nghé vuon,
(trau, cau, voi, thudc 14) va nghé cd dong (ding, do,
lo, lop).

Séang tao 16m nhut 1a ca nghé vuon, ctia k§ thuat
trong cau, dira ciy n tréi 1a dao muong lén liép. Pao
muong nhd, song song, nudc chay thong nhau, dat dao
muong dung dé dip cao phan dat con lai, lam thanh liép
hinh chit nhyt. Trén dat 4y, trong cay. Ré cay thim dam
nudc ngoai song rach chay vao, mua ning khoi tuéi, lai
duoc thém nguon 1¢i ca tom (dung didng ma chan khi
nudce 16m; nudce rong, ca mic can, ra khong dugc). Phu
sa 1a phan hitu co t6t, mbi ndm méc bun ldng dong dudi
muong dem 1én, ddp vao goc cay.

Neéu trong thiic dn, ta gdp vai mon khong dinh hinh
nhu x6i Xiém, che¢ Ba Lai thi trong 1anh vuc an tréi, ta
dat thanh tyu tot v6i chudi 14 Xiém, mang cau Xiém,
cac loai xoai tur An Do, sau riéng Ma Lai, ming cut
Ma Lai, chdm chom tit Nam Duwong, v sita c6 1€ twr
Campuchia, dau an trai, goi khai quat 1a trdi cdy mién



duoi, phia Nam, gan vang xich dao Singapore (con goi
Ph6 Mdi, do nguoi phuong Tay xay cét).
Nh¢ d6, man ndm day da trdi ngon.

*

E ]

Ngoai rudng, vuon, mot ngudn lgi 16n nita 1a ca,
tom. Nguon loi tir song nudc nay xua goi thiiy loi, c6
“thué thay lgi”.

Ca, tom dn khong hét, vao mua han kho ban véi gia
cao vi dau dau cling c6. C4 du ta 1am mam, lam kho dé
danh. Khi troi sa mua, kho tim thice dn. Dong rudng it
nudc, ca con chua tang trudng, phai cho t6i thang bay
am lich méi 4n duoc. Rudt cd, dau ca thira thai lic xé
kho, Iic 1am mim dung d€ ndu dau ma thip den. Lai
bay ra nuéc midm dong, thay cho nuéc miam cé bién do
ton kém.

Ngay trudc, s& phi chuyén chd ca tuoi 1én Sai Gon
- Cho Lén qué cao. Ngudn loi cd Dong Thap Muoi
kh4 to, thu hiit mot so 14i chuyén nghiép, goi “li réi”.
Vung nhiéu cd cit ra timg “sd”, nay con tén song S&
Thuong, S& Ha, cho thau lai véi gid qui dinh hing nam,
2oi thu€ thuy lgi.

Gidi 14i r6i da so tir Bién Hoa, Can Pudc, di muén
ban dén, dung ghe dic biét (ghe réi) véi stic chd 16m.
Ca song trong nudc, vi ghe chat chdi nén chét lai rai
trmg ngay, ban ghe ban ca iy doc duong hoic xé kho,
phoi trén mui. Hanh trinh kha dai, chéo chong mét mai,
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nude nguoc nude xudi, nhw bai Ve ldi réi mo ta, dé vao
song Bén Luc vé Sai Gon.

Cé ban tai s&, dong bing gid tre, dén Sai Gon béan
theo ta, theo yén.

Dung cu va ky thuat bit ca dong bang song Ctru Long
rit da dang, tir dia bé 1dn hup dudi rach can dung hai
tay ma bit dé€n cau cdm, cau giing, cau nhap, ludi bén.

Dia 1a ao nhan tao, cid dé con di én trén d6ng vao
mua nudc ndi, khi ndng han déng kho thi c4 xudng dia,
tat 1én ma bét. Tat dia thoi xua 1a cong viéc nidng nhoc
nhung thau hoach nhiéu.

Bit cé theo qui mo 16n van 1a “xay ro” véi ding say,
cim xu6ng theo mot so dd linh dong, tuy theo huéng
nudce chdy va vi tri con rach. Nguyén tic clia ro 1a bo tri
hang ding, giong nhuw céi quing (phéu), tao diéu kién
thuan 10i cho con ca & ngon rach ém ai chui vao, trén
duodng trd ra song cai lic nudce rong. Phai huong dan tir
tir, c4 16i nuong theo tim ding canh (kiéng) dé vao céi
bau thit nhiit (bau tha) rdi chui qua hom, vao céi bau
thtt nhi, chat hon (bau rit), d€ sau rot gom vao minh
ro. Chii ro c6 thé xiic hang ngan ki-16 c4, tiy mua va
tuy tai xay ro. Xay ro ém thi ca vao thong dong, nguoc
lai thi ro titc, ca khong vao, ct 10i & ngoai vong. Mdi
hé théng 1o c6 thé dai hang trim mét v6i nhimg ding
nhitng hom, sip dit quanh co, ki€u buém 16n.

Duc két nguyén tic xay ro 1a mot qud trinh dai, cac
thay ro hanh nghé luu dong, duoc wu dai. Khi khéi cong
xdy, phai lya ngay lanh thang t6t (ngdy bd troc), cling



vai ba (tiic ba Chiia X1¥), cdu la hai con ba (cau Tai, cau
Quy, néi trai cau Chai, cau Tri).

Cé dong 1a “ca den”, phan biét v6i ca song la “cd
tring”. Con nhiéu k¥ thuat bit c4 ddng, cdi tién 1an hdi
nhu 19, lop, do.

Du6i song dung ky thuat dong day, thau hoach theo
con nuéc hodc chat cha (cha: nhanh cay kho) cho ca
gom lai s6ng quen thuoc rdi lya ngay 1ay ludi ding bao
quanh ma bit. Song Tién, song Hau gdm di mit cd clia
vung Bién Hd.

V& ca bién, ngw dan tir Nha Trang, Binh Thuén ti
xua da theo mua vao Go Cong, Phi Qudc va cac hai dao
vinh Xiém La, 1am nghé d4nh c4, lam nuwéc mim, tré
thanh thon x6m. Rudng mudi bor bién cung cip du da.
Ngu dan tr Vam Lang (Go Cong) thuong dén Mii Ca
Mau danh lu6i (nay c6 tén dit Mii Go Cong). Ngudn
loi 16n 14 tom bién phoi kho, hop khiu vi nhidu ngudi.
Va ca meé duong, 1ay bong bong phoi kho.

V& nghé lu6i bién, dan ta c6 thira kinh nghiém tir
mién Trung, nhung vao phia vinh Xiém La, ta cdi tién
hoic sang tao kiéu ghe Phi Qudc (véi con mit ghe tron).
DéE don nhimng ludng c4 me duong, & bién khoi. Ta rit
kinh nghiém ctia nguoi Xiém, cai bién kiéu “nd” giong
nhu “ro” & song rach nhung don gian va to 16n hon
nhiéu - dung hang ngan cay duéc chic va to cia Miii Ca
Mau ma cdm khit lai, hinh gidng cdi quing. Minh clia
no (noi chita cd) rong rai, khi xic c4, ghe c6 thé chay
vao, xoay tr¢ dwoc. Quy luat lam “no khoi” (con goi la
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“nd Xiém”) la c4 bién khoi bi séng gi6 trién mién, roi
di chuyén t6i gbc cay k& bén, tir tir vao minh no. Cira
no mé rong rai nhung ca khong ra, s¢ song gio.

0] rung tram ven bién tir Ca Mau, Rach Gia dén Ha
Tién ngay trudc, nghé quan trong nhat 1a “4n ong”, tikc
nghé 14y sdp va mat ong. Thud xua, ong nhiéu khong
nguoi héi, & ong roi rung, 1&nh bénh, trén song tring
x6a mau sap. Nguoi Khome goi vung Rach Gia la “xa&
sdp trdng” (Kramun So). Nguoi #n ong lanh thau timg
khu rimg, thuong 18y con rach thién nhién lam ranh gi6i
cho tién, hing nim tra thu&, goi “thué phong ngan”, cho
Nha nudce. Trong khu vuc dy, ho géc kéo: bd tri timg
khic ciy ngin, dit nghiéng nghiéng trén cao nhu kéo
nha, néu hop moi truong 4nh ning va huong gid, ong
mat dap vao keéo lam &.

Séap, mot nguf)n 101 16n, ban cho tau budn Hai Nam.
Ky thuat gac keéo la sang tao ciia nguoi Viét. Nguoi
Khome thau hoach nhiing t3 ong thién nhién.

Ngay trudc, sap ban gi cao, can thi€t cho moi cudc
quan hon tang t&, thuong dugc dung lo hdi 16 cho quan
to quan nho, goi khoi hai 1a “ddt sap cho quan”.



CculI DOl
NHA NGUYEN

CUNG VOI SU PHAT TRIEN KINH TE, GIAI CAP
trong xa hdi ciing phan héa. Chung t6i da n6i dén tai san
ctia mot s6 dién chit & Nam Bo thoi trude (chuong 6).
L&i song nhan nha ctia ho con duoc phéan 4nh lai trong
vin tho clia gidi quan lai, nho si dién chii: Ho uéng tra
Tau véi 4m chén tuyén chon, tuy vin nhé to tra Hué
vao mia nuc. Rugu thi udng rugu Go Cat (Pinh Tuong)
ndi danh. Nghé thuat choi ciy canh gip thuan loi voi
dat phu sa, nudc ngot, san rong rai; thém vai giong cay
nhiét doi nhw mai chi€u thdy, kim quit, can thang. Mac
Thién T va Chiéu Anh Cac lam tho ca ngoi mudi canh
dep vung gan cho Ha Tién, Trinh Hoai Ptic chon nhimng
canh tho mong & khip Nam B9 dé ngam vinh, rai réc tir
bit bo, Ba Ria dén tan Mii Ca Mau, trong ay c6 Viing
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Gam & Rimg Sac, Nha Be, HO Nai, Go Cay Mai, Muoi
Tam Thon Vuon Trau, song Tién, song Hau.

Doén Uan qué Nam Dinh, vao Nam lam quan &
An Giang, ca ngoi mién Nam c6 trai dua hau, chin vao
ti€t Dong Xuén va hoa sen nd quanh niam. Thu vui tha
thuyén trén song Hau ciing dugc dng lam tho nhic t6i:
mua mua vira dit, c4 16i diy (nén hiéu mua ca linh), bai
song cd xanh tuoi, chim co bay timg dan. Budi chiéu

2 <

duoc mo ta “canh tri nhw tranh hoa”.

Ngudi nghéo ciing song khac hon thoi cha dng con
& bon quan. Ho thuong chon quy ché “dan lau”: khoi
dong thu€ cho vua nhung phéi phuc dich hwong chiic
lang (ban ngay cheo ghe, 1am cd cong s&; ban dém di
tuan canh) hoic di linh thué thay con chau nha kha gia.
Khan dat ma thi€u von thi udng cong vo ich, khin xong
thi dat lai tr& vao tay cht ng. Ho thich song tuy tién,
lang thang. Trong vung dit hoang nhan chua ai tranh
chép, ho cat choi nhd, goi 1a “dung thum” (ti€ng Khome,
thum: choi tam d@€ rinh thd hoic rinh dam c4), cit suon
choi so sai, 14y ¢6 u-du (mot loai lac) lop do mua néng,
hodc ha choi mui (1dy cai mui xuéng dem 1én bo, ca
gia dinh ngdi 16m thom bén trong). Nghé dap lia ma
(khai thac laa troi, lda hoang), dam ca bong, xom luon
c6 thé gilp gia dinh s6ng qua ngay nhung rét cuoc lai
b6 than di 1am ban chéo ghe, & ban cho dién chii. Hodc
lam “rudng dao” séng dinh cw trng nim: mudn dait cla
dién chii chimg mot miu, vay no lam thit, triing mua thi
ti€p tuc lam thém nim sau, that bat thi trén no bo qua



xtt khac. Vai nguoi thich tw 1ap, bit chuéc ngudi Khome
1am rudng 16-bom, tic 1a kiu “dao canh hda nau” 4p
dung & dat ngap lat. Vao maa lut, ho chon noi ¢d moc
day bit, ding phang ma chém, nuéc dang cao 1én, cd
ra nat. Bit diu muia mua nim sau, ho dét nhiéu 1an cho
cd chdy sach, d€ c6 tro lam phan. Réi gieo lda, dung
nhanh tre ma kéo 1én cho déu. Lia 1én theo nudc lut,
ngudi 1am rudng bit cd, don cti, chd nuéc giut xudng
ma git. Gap khi gié thuan mua hoa, tring mua ngoai
mic tudng tuong. Nhung chi mot déi mua thi chudt tir
viing dit hoang chung quanh kéo dén, cin pha sach trong
mot hai dém, khi mua cudi nim con roi rot.

*

EE S

Ngay Tét, ciing nhw cé nudc, tuc 1& khong gi khéc,

AN

tro choi duoc wa thich 1a “du tién”, con vai kiéu du qua
nguy hiém nhu du rit, du bau. C6 cau “Xich du tién
dong tién c6 16, xich du bau & do ba nim”.

Doi Tu Diic, da thinh hanh nhiéu tro cd bac, Thong
dung nhit 1a “danh me” v&i bon ctra: yéu, lugng, tam,
tiic. P& ba muoi sdu con, goi “dé c¢d nhon” da cé tir do.

D4 ga dn tién, nhiéu ngudi chuyén nudi “ga noi” danh
tiéng, nhu ga Ba Diém, ga Cao Lanh (pha véi giong ga
cwa dai cua Ma Lai).

Mua mua gia, lai bay da cé lia-thia.

O mién Hau Giang, khi ta on troi dat, thuong bay 18
thip den troi, dit ban trudc san, che cay du, dudi cay du
thdp ngon dén sdp trong nhiéu dém lién tiép.
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Moi ndm méi thdp den troi
Cdu cho cha me song doi voi con.

Ca dao nhung ciing 1a cau thai d& (Xuat qua, dép:
trai mang cau).

L& diy ma clia nguoi Viét cr hanh don gian vao
nhing ngay cudi thang Chap, trong khi ngudi Hoa an
1€ Thanh minh vao ti€t thang Ba, v&i 1€ vat linh dinh,
quan 4o loe loet.

Hdt béi phd bién, moi ngudi wa thich, gianh nhau
moi ganh hat dén. C4c quan to, nha giau sim ganh hat
boi rieng (nhu Nguyén Vin Thoai, Lé Vin Duyét), danh
con truyén 1a kép Hita Vin.

Trong dan gian, ho mdi ddy 1an hoi cai bién.

Hadt bai choi bién ra diéu noéi tho Luc Van Tién. Luc
vui, ban be hat cho nhau nghe, v4i bo tich, vai doan hoc
16m trong tudng hat boi.

Trong khi quan lai, dién chd di chuyén véi loai ghe
c6 mui cham tré (ghe bau, ghe diéu) thi nguoi lvu dan
song nghéu ngao vai chi€c xudng nat, 14y nép lam mung,
bép Itta 1a céi ca-rang bé, com gan chin trén ba dng tdo,
c6 thé cao than ra d€ nuéng ca hay nwong rin. Pém dén,
ctt tiép tuc un khoi trong ca-rang ay cho téi himg dong.

Ngudi ¢6 nha ctra nhung v& no, tron di xi khach 1a
chuyén thuong. Té doan “dao vong, diéu hao” khién s6
dan dinh nhiéu lang gidm sit t6i mic dang ngai, dan
trong lang con d6 nhung phan dong da mat “tw cach”,
khong dugc chéanh thic coi 1a dan nita.



Viéc khdn hoang xtic tién manh tir nhimg nim &n
dinh doi Gia Long qua dau doi Minh Mang. Cudc
khéi binh ctia Lé Vin Khoi rdi viéc do dac lap dia
bd nim Minh Mang thi 17 danh dau budc suy thodi
trong nong nghiép.

Sau khi Minh Mang do dac, thu€ thau vao kho ting
1én nhiéu 1an. Thué thau nhiéu hon, dién chi thay kho
4n lau dién tich, d€ bu vao, phai boc 16t thém ta dién.
Minh Mang ra linh khen thudng noi nao khan hoang
thém dién tich, phat noi nao bo dit hoang. Nhung sau khi
dac dién, 1ap dia bo, tinh hinh ciing khong chuyén bién.

DPoi Thiéu Tri, Tu Piic, tinh hinh & Bic Bo thém kho
khén véi thién tai, d6i kém, chién tranh ndong dan bing
l1én lién mién tr khi Gia Long 1én ngdi, nay cang lan
rong. Ca dao n6i 1én than phan ngudi ndng dan bi 4p biic
thoi phong kién con lai kha nhiéu. Trong Nam, truyén
Luc siic tranh cong (c6 tai liéu ghi: Tudng Luc siic, v&
tudng c6 do ngudi Nam Ky viét ra) so sanh con trau
voi nguoi ndong phu, ngudi dién nd & ban cho dién chi:

Chuea bao lau thodt da rang dong,
Vita dén budi cay biea bua viéc,
Truoc co da mang hai cdi niét,
Sau dudi thém kéo mot cdi cay,
Miéng da vam, miii lai dong dady,
Lung mong niit, duoi chdn dia cdn.
Trau da mét, tho dai thé vdn,
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Nguoi khong nghi, mdng nguoc mdng xui...
Khi song da khong da yéu thuong,
Khi thdc lai doan tinh siéu do.
Ké thi réing t6i lanh cdi dau,
Nguoi lai néi phdn t6i cdi hong,
Ké danh bong-bong, ép goi ma ké,
Con simg dem vé, ép soi, lam luoc.
... Trau gam lai la loai cam thii
Phdn sao chiu vdy, ddm nai.
Trdu thdc da cong nghiép phiii roi,
Trdu song lai kién nai véi chii.
Loi ¢& nhdn da ddn,
Sao 6ng chii voi quén?
Chdng nhé cau “Di ditc hanh nhan”,
Lai ldy chi# “Bdo dn di odn”?

*

* ok

Bén Nghé - Sai Gon la dia dau cta dat Gia Dinh.

T nhimg nidm dau thoi Gia Long t6i khi Lé Vin
Duyét mat, quyén han quan sy ciia Téng Tran Thanh
Gia bPinh bao trum Binh Thuén.

Gia Dinh bao gém c4 Nam B0, trong budc dau, theo
dy kién 16n ctia Nguyén Hiru Canh la 1ap ra mot pht
lam nong cot r6i mé rong dat dai vé phia Tay Nam theo
da tién trién cla viéc khai khan.

Gia Dinh con gin lién v6i cang Bén Nghé, véi cho
Bén Thanh & mé song, khi Trinh Hoai Dic mo ta: “Bdi
Gia Dinh 1a chd do hoi, thuong thuyén clia cdc nudc,
trim mon hang héa tu hoi vé day”. Noi dung bai phu



khuyét danh Gia Pinh hoai c¢6 vinh (c6 ngudi cho 1a
ctia Ngo Nhan Tinh) chi mo té riéng ving Bén Nghé
va Cho Lon. Vao Gia Dinh dong nghia véi vao Bén
Nghé - Sai Gon.

Gia DPinh “nhtt théc nhi cau” nhu Lé Quy Pon da
ghi lai & Phii Bién Tap Luc nén duoc hiéu 1a viing ddng
bing song Ciru Long, véi My Tho, Chy Gao, Cai Be,
Sa béc.

Hai chit Gia Dinh bao trum thon qué 1an ch¢ bia
gan xa, nhu vay chimg t6 B&én Nghé - Sai Gon va dong
bang song Ctru Long gén chit hitu co véi nhau.

Nhitng cudc xam ling ctia quan Xiém tr phia vinh
Xiém La d&n déu nhdm vao Bén Nghé - Sai Gon. Trong
cudc tranh chép dai ding gitta chia Nguyén va Tay Son,
ai chi€ém duwoc Bén Nghé - Sai Gon thi ndm chéc phan
thing. B&n Nghé 12 noi cu trd clia quan lai, noi tp trung
céic co quan quan sy, hanh chinh. Chg Lon dong vai tro
hang du trit tir ddng bing dua vé, theo duong thily, qua
rach Bén Luc.

Trong bai Ve ldi réi ngay trude c¢6 cau “Bén Lic nay
khac thé (nao khac) kinh ki, tA sy khoan khodi clia ban
lai sau nhitng ngay chéo chdng nudc nguoce nude xudi,
tr Hong Ngu theo song Tién vao Ba Rai, Rach Chanh.
Téi Bén Luc, ban 14i “dinh tinh mic suc dn choi” tam
nghi mot hom vi da dat muc tiéu, t&éi ngudng clra Sai
Gon. Va trén duong t6i Sai Gon, lai con phai dé phong
bon chuyén an trom dudi song (goi 1a boi), tir doi Gia
Long, da ndi danh “b6i Ba Cum” (& ba cum cay da to).
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Khi di hay luot vé, chli ghe c6 thé dumg lai d€ tu sira
chéo, budém & Cho Bém.

Khi Lé Vin Duyét mat, Minh Mang giai thé thanh
Gia Dinh, chia lam sdu tinh (nim 1832). Tinh Gia Pinh
chinh thuic 1ap nam 1836 (chinh thuc dat tén), pham vi
kha rong, &n tan bién gi¢i, ma Tay Ninh 1a mot huyén, vé
phia T4y, gobm ludn Can Giudc, Can Pudc, Go Cong tan
bién, mot phan 1én viing dit phi nhiéu sat Chg Gao, luon
ca vung Tan An, Ky Son, theo song Vam Cé Tay di 1én.

Vung ndi thanh ngay xwa van chia ra timg thon,
x4 voi téng, huyén, phii. Bai Gia Dinh hodi cé vinh ta
cénh tri bay gio:

Truoe phuong phd bay hang, bay hoa,
Sau nha qué trong bdp, trong khoai.

Sét bén chg phd 1a ruong, tir Phi Tho, Binh Thdi,
Binh Tién, Phi Lam, Ba Hom, chwa n6i dén viing xa nhuw
An Nhon, Go Vap, Hoc Mon. Rudng lai & sat ngoai 6
Cho Lén nhe Binh Pién, Binh Chéanh, chua ké dén Rach
Kién. Vung chung quanh chua 6ng Ngo (Can Giuoc)
nhiéu lda gao, bit dau tir cong lao trir cop dit clia chinh
ong Ngo, vao nhitng nim dau doi Gia Long. Lam rudng
& sat bén cho Sai Gon, ban vai gia cao, khong ton cong
chuyén chd nhiéu.

Hang xuat khdu ctia Gia Dinh thoi 4y gom lda gao
la chinh y&u. Ngoai ra, con ca kho: kho cd bong (loai
cé l6c, minh c6 bong nhu tran), tdom kho...

Hang nhap khiu phan 16n tir Quang Pong t6i: lua,
trai cay kho, nhang, quat, tra, td, chén, thuéc uéng v.v...



KHI PHAP MOI DEN

CHO XAY VOI COT CAY, LOP LA. GHE XUONG
16n nhd déu dung stic gio, stic nguodi. Thitc 4n binh dan
1a com, c4, nwéc mam. Nha ngoi cla quan lai, thuong
buon, dién chi, déu cat thap, lop ngéi am duong, vach
van. Nguoi gidu, nguoi ngheo, wa di chan dat. M6 ma
theo tuc 1€, & bén nha, sau vuon. Vuon c6 trdi cay, nhu
cau vé cau trau rat 16n. Tho moc, tho rén & tran, lam
viéc dudi mdi 14. Tré con it duoc sin séc. Quan 4o do,
gidt voi nudce tro. Dén buc quan lai, gidt 4o quan thi s¢
hu nhimg nét théu, thinh thodng dem phoi ning la du.
Nguoi dn trAu ngdi bén cdi dng nhd, céi binh voi.

Ngudi Phép binh thuong - chwa néi dén ké ning 6c
thuc dan - xem nguoi khac dao nhu ké theo ma quy, da
dung 101 1& chi quan, 1ay doi séng & xit cong nghiép lam
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chuan ma phé phan. Sach béo xua do nguoi Phap viét
khong phan anh dugc sinh hoat binh thuong ctia ta. Moi
viéc déu xa la, kho hiéu, “chua vin minh”, tir bita com
dung chén diia, dam tang ron rip kén trong dén nhiing
twong Phat twoi cuoi trong chuia. Ho chwa quen mua ning
mién nhiét d6i nén bi 4m anh vé binh tat, bun lay, ao
viing. Lai con sy phan biét mau da, cach an mic. Ti€ng
gi trén song, 16p hat boi trinh dién & dinh lang lam kho
chiu nhiing ai chi quen nghe dan piano, dan violon véi
nhitng nhac kich.

Bén Nghé - Sai Gon (Sai Gon va Chg Lén) bé tiic
cho nhau, hitu co, noi nay 1a cang, dau ndo quéan sy va
hanh chanh ctia Nam Ky Luc Tinh, noi kia 1a kho hang,
tap trung dich vu thuong mai, xa cach trén nim cay so
ngan, nha ctra cit theo mé song, lién lac nho c6 quan
10 (nay 1a duong Nguyén Trdi), khoang gitta danh cho
rudng, riy, md ma. BO tri nha ctta phd x4 nhu vay 1a
hoan chinh va ¢6 céi nhin khé rong trong twong lai. Hing
ngay, dong bao ta can dung kha nhiéu chat dot, thoi
xua dung cay cii, c6 thé ty tic phan nao chung quanh
nha, néu chiu trong cay dira hodc cay tap lam hang rao.
Xem tranh vé clia du khach Phap hdi méi dén, ta thay
rat nhiéu cy to & bor song, 1am noi budc ghe xudng choy
nude 16n nude rong, ddu nghi ngoi, in com. Bai song
day phu sa va cé dai, mudn ke bo thi cdm vai chuc cay
noc, vay thoi. Nguoi Au ho than phién dau ciing 1a c4
s&u, ran rit, ngay trong cho phd, véi mudi mong. Phap
chiém, dong bao bd nha clra hoit ty y thieu dot x6m



lang; qua mot mua mua la cdy c6 moc um tum, hoang
vu. Nguoi & lai trong ving bi chiém to thai do de dat,
gidc hai thi trd 101 qua loa, gia diéc, gia dai. Mot s6 cam
tam dau hang tim danh loi thi bia chuyén, n6i doi dé
duoc ban thudng. Bdi vay, gidc ¢6 dn tuong “ngudi An
Nam” khong trong ho, che gidu tinh cam, s¢ trudc mit
nhung sau lung thi khinh thuong. Péang chu y: tai cac
tinh ly, ngay trong ndi thanh Sai Gon - Bén Nghé, bay
gio ngudi Hoa da ndm gudng mdy thuong mai, 1am giau.
Gidc ¢ y thie chinh tri, c6 1€ do bon Viét gian xui giuc
nén hau hét chuia miéu thd Quan cong, tho Ma hau déu
con nguyén ven, trong khi chua Phét va thanh lay 16n
nho clia ngudi Viét déu bi pha hily khong nuong tay.
Thanh Gia Dinh, chién liiy Chi Hoa (dai don Phu
Tho) thét thii nhanh, ddnh d4u sy sup d6 thdm hai clia
vua quan phong kién nha Nguyén, mic dau trong hang
ngii chi huy, binh si va nghia quin c6 nhiéu ngudi dam
hy sinh gitt nwéc. Vua nha Nguyén mang 6c¢ tw man,
khinh thuong ky thuat Tay phuong va duy tri kiéu bay
binh b6 tran ¢d truyén. Thanh Gia Dinh da xay theo kiéu
kién tric ctia nguoi Phap, k¥ thuat dic sung 16n ciing do
ngudi Au. Nhung Tay phuong tién xa vuot buyc, trong
khi ta cOn tw man véi mé ky thuat hdi thé ky X VIIL Bon
s quan Phap da gitip Nguy&n Anh chin chinh quan doi
theo Tay phuong, nhung sau khi chiém kinh d6 Hué, vua
quan bén trd lai binh thw va cach luyén tap c6 truyén
voi nhitng cudc thi vo gdm nao cl trugng (clt ta ning,
di 50 truong), bin bia, dung cung tén, danh quyén, lin
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khién. Sung than cong diic theo kiéu Tay phuong khong
duoc hién dai hoéa, 1an hoi tré thanh nhing vi than, véi
nghi I€ cing ki€n, nhang den.

Niam 1859, 200 khiu than cong khong gitr dugc
thanh Gia Dinh; nong sing ciia ta khong xé ranh, ban
xa tir 1.500 d&€n 2.000 mét. Sung giic véi nong x€ ranh
(khuong tuy€n) dat tam xa gap doi, tr 3.000 dén 4.000
mét, chua ké truong hop sting ciia ta bin 10 phat dau
c6 3 hodc 4 phat ma thoi.

Tran Chi Hoa, binh si ta ddi phé binh tinh, thém
kinh nghiém, tuong Nguyén Tri Phuong khong thi€u
muu luoc, nhung vai 16i danh chinh quy, don bi ha,
sau khi ta gi€t dugc kha nhiéu gidc. Tai Chi Hoa, ta c6
200 khau than cong kiéu xua, gidc c6 22 khau sting lon,
nong xé ranh. V& trang bi ctt 10 linh, ta c6 mot sting
nho, nhitng nguoi con lai mang guom, mang gido, linh
ctia ta khoang 25.000 nguoi. Phia gidc, khoang 3.000
linh cam sung, kiéu hién dai ra 10 nam 1840 va 1853,
voi tam xa 1.200 mét. Gip hai quan Phép, ta khong
duoc co hoi thi thd tai ning vi chi 1a thuyén nho, chay
budém va dang cheéo.

Nho vu th€ sing dan, tau 16n, gidc chi€ém dong cac
thi tran, tinh ly; hanh dinh 16n dit & Bén Nghé, ma
ching goi 1a Sai Gon (thét ra Sai Gon lic d6 chi ving
Cho Lén). O mién qué va ngoai 6 con 1a ruong rdy véi
vuon tugce, nghia quan ta dugc moi truong thuén 1oi hoat
dong trong khi quan Phap gip nhiéu khé khiin vé dia
hinh, song rach va bénh tat do khi hau gy nén, dong



thoi phai rit quan di danh phan & Trung Qudc, tham
sat va cudng chi€ém Campuchia. Du luén ctia giGi chinh
tri bén Phap liic d6 khong tan thanh cho 1im viéc danh
chiém Nam Ky, vi t6n kém, chua c6 thé khai thac dem
lai 1¢i ich truc tiép.

Nam B0 con thua thot, nhung noi nao lang mac dinh
hinh 14 c¢6 nghia dan. Sai Gon - Cho Lén lic truée hon
100.000 dan chi con khoang 20.000 (chg Bén Nghé, con
d6 7 dén 8.000 nguoi). O ba tinh mién Pong, k& luon
Sai Gon, dan dinh ghi vao bo sé qua it:

- Nam 1864, c6 35.992 nguoi.

- Nam 1867, c6 37.354 nguoi.

Néu 1am bai todn phong dinh, nhan cho 5 (mdi dan
dinh manh khoe thém cha me, vo con) ta ¢6 con s6 non
187.000 nguoi. Nén tim 1y do & thai do bét hop tac,
chéng d6i ra mit hodc 4n lanh clia dong bao: mot s
khong it da dén ba tinh mién Tay, song trong khu vuc
triéu dinh con kiém soat. Phong trao Truong Pinh lan
rong khdp mién Dong, 1én tan Tay Ninh, chung quanh
Sai Gon - Cho Lén, & Thuan Kiéu, Go Pen, chua noi
vung Cay Mai, Truong Thi, M6 Sung sat bén hanh dinh
16m cta gidc (nay la Quan 1). Thién Ho Duong duoc sy
tng ho ctia dan Ba Giong cii (Cai Lay, Thudc Nhiéu).
Nguyén Trung Tryc tir TAn An xudng Kién Giang, phat
dong phong trao dia phuong, gdm da s6 dan chai, t¢i
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lui theo bdr bién, 1én Hon Chong, ra Phi Quéc. Ving
Tan An, Chg Gao, My Tho da hudng tng Tha khoa
Huan. Dat hoang trd thanh cdn ci: Pam La Taoi Troi,
bung Thap Muoi, doi nii Hon Chong va dao Phii Qudc,
lai thém Bay Thua, (ving triing gan Bay Nui). Mot s6
phong trao khic bam ven bién Bén Tre, Tra Vinh. Anh
em D6 Thira Lwong va P Thira Ty tir dat gidong Lai
Vung, Long Hau xuéng U Minh Ha lap cén ct, sau khi
tham du khéi nghia & Ba Lang, gan Can Tho. Ba Lang
1a ba vang triing sinh 14y, hiém trd.

Nguoi yéu nude d6 don xudng mién Tay, tw nguyén
dén chon phu sa né dia (ting thily) d€ lanh than. Ta
c6 thé két luan tir khoang 1859-1861 (gidc danh Sai
Gon) dén nim 1867 (gidc chiém ba tinh mién Tay)
va muoi ndm sau, viéc canh tic khong phat trién vé
dién tich, doi s6ng khong 6n dinh. Nhiéu nguoi da
mat dat, mat ruong. Dat ctia ho & Sai Gon lot vao tay
bon nguoi Phap d&én mua diu gid. Viéc t6 chitc hanh
chanh con trong giai doan tuy tién, do dim: thuc dan
thr tim cong thic, thi du nhu d4p dung kinh nghiém
cai tri Nam Dwong ctia nguoi Ha Lan, hoac cho nguoi
Phédp & Algérie (Bdc Phi Chau): mua chudc bon tu
trudng hoidc tiéu vwong dé thong qua ho ma boc 1ot
ngudi bon xit. R6t cudc, vi tinh hinh Nam Ky ¢6 khac,
dai da s6 nho si, quan lai cit khong chiu hop tac nén
thuc dan phai dung chanh sich ning vé dan ap quan
sw. Nam KV chia ra tirng hat (twong duong véi tinh),
goi hat tham bién: quan tham bién la si quan hai quan



Phép véi mot s6 ngudi Viét phu gitp goi quan huyén.
Trong thyc t€, cdp huyén khong cé; vién tham bién
chi huy tryc tiép téng va lang. Vé tu phép, tham bién
duoc quyén xir t& nguoi bao dong, phién loan. Trén
nguyén tic, ban 4n phai dwoc do doc kiém Thong
d6c Nam Ky chuén y, nhung trong thyc t€, thuong Ia
cép trén duyét ngay. Nhiéu truong hop x4y ra vuot
muc tudng twong. Ngay 17-5-1875, chd tinh My Tho
X t mOt nguoi rdoi hom sau moi bdo céo, nguoi ay
chi mang t0i nhan biang cap do Tha khoa Huan phat
cho, t& bing cét gidu trén ngon cay; lic bi bit, nguoi
dy da chong cu, xé rach 4o ctia bon huong chiric hoi
té, thé thoi. Ngay 24-5-1875, xit ba can pham vé toi
trinh dién qud tré, hai ngay sau khi Tha khoa Huéin
bi x t&r. Ba ngudi nay cung khai khong day dd, xem
“dién mao thi c6 thé l1a phan tix ciing dau, bat hao”,
bdi vay bi tuyén an x@ t&r, nhung dé nghi quan trén
(Théng d6c Nam Ky) gidm con 10 ndm giam cdm c&
& Con Déo; Thong doc Nam Ky khong chiu giam, ra
linh x® t& ngay. (!).

Thuc dan duy tri nhitng luat 1& phong kién, thi du
hé trong lang xay ra trom cudp thi huong chuc bi phat
tién, theo ndi dung nhitg nguoi ding bo chia nhau ma
dong tay theo ho ding bo rudng dét nhiéu hay it. Trong
vu khéi nghia Thi khoa Huén, 47 lang & My Tho dinh
liu tryc ti€p hodc gian tiép da bi phat 53.700 quan (Nghi
dinh 5-7-1875). Lang c6 thé bi giai tan, nhap qua lang
khac néu dinh liu vao vu khdi nghia. Hinh thic tra tan
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bing roi duoc thyc dan nhin nhan trong buéc dau. Tén
Phti Loc ciing theo phéap luat thyc dan: cang noc tdi
nhon, danh hang trdm roi, vira danh vira hoi cung noi
cong duong, trudc mdt nguoi than cla tdi nhan. Lai con
bit bé cha me, vo con, ba con xa gan clia ngudi bi truy
na d€ lam con tin, néu can.

Liic méi mé truong & mién qué, goi 1a truong tdng,
quan trén cudng bach mot so tré em phai di hoc. Phan
tmg ctia dong bao 1a khong hop tac.

“Anh vé rdng hoc chit nhu,
Chin trdng em ciing doi, muoi thu em cing cho”.

Truong hop khd phé bién 1a nguoi giau xuat tién
ra mudn con nha ngheo di hoc thay cho con minh, lo
so rang néu di hoc thi bi Nha nuoc trung dung, cha me
khong con quyén han, dia bé dd dat phai lam viéc xa
qué quan hodc dua qua bén Phap. Gia Dinh bdo s6 26
ngay 16-11-1869 phai viét bai dé dinh chanh.

Nhiéu nhom hoi kin, goi khai quét 1a Thién Dia
Hoi, thanh hinh, k&t nghia v6i nhau, thanh phan gdm
nhitng ngudi néng long vi viéc 16m. Hinh thic ton gido
dé che mit thyc dan, goi la dao Lanh, da tap hop nguoi
khip Nam Ky Luc Tinh, da s6 la nghia quan cii cda
cac phong trao Trwong Pinh, Thi khoa Huan, Thién
Ho6 Duong, Nguyén Trung Truc. D€ tranh mang lu6i
do tham ctia gidc va gy co s& lau dai vé luong thyc,
ho chon dia diém hiém tr& nhit cia Nam Ky lic bay
gior1a Bdy Nuii, & nii Twong hoang ving gan kinh Vinh
TE, khi httu sy ¢6 thé doi qua dat Campuchia. Nim



1878 - va trudc d6 vai ndm - chan nii Twong da khian
hoang, thuc dan danh chap nhan sy viéc da rdi, cho
phép lap lang méi, goi 1a An Dinh. Nam 1885, phong
trao khang Phap bung nd & bién gi¢i. Nguoi Viét &
ndi Tuwong lién két véi phong trao bén dat Campuchia
ctia 6ng Hoang Vi-Vatha. D&n mic sau cung, giic m&
cudc hanh quan 16n, giai tan lang An Dinh, truy ra,
trong 407 gia dinh ¢6 dan & 13 tinh khac nhau dén: Gia
binh, Chg Lén, Go Cong, Bén Tre, Sa Déc... Nhung
dan chung ¢6 tron lanh, bdm lai ndi Twong 1am ray,
don cui, bdt ca. Day la lang thanh lap trong truong
hop diic biét, danh d4u sy bén bi ctia phong trao Can
Vuong tan noi xa xO0i.

Tinh hinh con r6i rdm, quan si triéu dinh dang xay
dung dai don Phi Tho, vdy ma & mém dat sat mé song,
thuc dan Phap bay 4am muu 14y chién tranh nudi chién
tranh, cho m& thuong cang Sai Gon, khong phan biét mau
c0, tau budn Phap ciing khong wu tién. Tau nuéc ngoai
ra vao, mua gao va ban a phién. A phién 1 nhu cau cta
gioi sang, nhét 1a thwong gia nguoi Hoa. Gao ¢6 du trong
tinh hinh bét &n dinh la diéu dang giai thich. Tir trudc,
Nam Ky luon ludn dy trir gao danh ban ra mién Trung
hoidc ch® vé Hu€ dong thué. Viéc ban gao ra nude ngoai
do triéu dinh ndm, giao doc quyén cho ngudi Hoa. Mién
Nam Trung Qudc thudng xdy ra mat mua, lai thém dan
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s6 cang gia tdng nén tiéu thu gao kha nhiéu. S& luong
gao tich trit @& dwa ra mién Trung bi nguoi Phap phong
téa vi ching dang gitr cang Sai Gon. Nguoi Hoa to ra
dao dong khi thuc dan dén. Ho ngd ring mat quyén loi,
khong con dugc nhu hoi doi Ty Diic. Thuc dan phai st
dung gi¢i mai ban ngudi Hoa vi khong con cach nao khac
hon. Vung Cho Lén ¢on bi quan khang chién phong toa
ning né, duong giao thong thiy bd kho khin, viéc lién
lac v&i nguoi Viét khong ai ddm nhan duoc. Nguoi Hoa
rat hai 1ong, 1an nay ho thau loi nhiéu hon. Liic thyc dan
Phap cuing mdt s6 thuc dan Tay phuong dang chia nhau
thé lyc & Trung Qudc, v6i dp luc quan sy, mot s6 nguoi
Hoa tin tudng ho sé& hat cing thuc dan Phap ngay tai Sai
Gon, khi tinh hinh tr& nén thuan lgi. Hoi kin ctia nguoi
Hoa dang c6 mat, hoat ddng manh.

Do doc Charner khong cho lia gao clia ba tinh mién
Dong dua xudng cang My Tho, dé phong ghe tir Hué
vao chd Ién lut. B trudng Hai quan tir Phap goi riéng
cho Charner vao thang 7 ndm 1861 khuyén nén phong
tda, khong cho ghe chd gao vao clra Thuan An dé gay
stic ép kinh t€ ngay tai kinh d6 Hué.

Quy mot ndm 1860, xuit khau 18.527 ton-nd gao,
nam nay tring mua.

Quy mot nim 1861, mitc xuit khdu con 8.000 ton-
n6 gao, anh hudng truc ti€p cla tran danh dai d6n Phu
Tho (Chi Hoa) va nhiing cudc khéi binh ctia nghia quan.
Giic cho tau tuan tiéu bian pha song rach, dé phong nghia
quan cho chd gao tiép t& vé trong ndi dia.



Tron nidm 1862, tinh hinh kha quan hon, la ndm
tring mia. O Trung Qudc, tai Thuong Hai, xay ra nan
doi, can mua gao véGi gia cao va so luong lon: cang Sai
Gon dua ra 42.470 ton-no gao.

Niam 1863, tinh tron nam, dién tich canh tac suy giam
do dnh hudng chién tranh, lai xay ra mat mua. Thuc dan
bay k€& xuat cong quy cho ndong dan & Go Cong vay. Gia
gao 1én qua cao, dan doi kém d&n mic bon cam quyén
ra linh ngung xudt khdu gao vao nhing théang cudi nam.
Miic xuit khdu nim ay 1a 16.853 ton-no.

Nim 1864, mua mang binh thuong, xuat khau dén
72.000 ton-no.

Niam 1865, han han bt thuong xdy ra, mot phan
ba muia mang ciia clia ba tinh mién Pong huw hai nhung
van dua duoc 30.000 ton-nd gao qua Trung Qudc va
mot phan nhd ra Trung Bo nudc ta. Dong Nam chau A
mat mua vi han.

Nam 1867 danh dau ba giai doan m&i, Phap thon
tinh ba tinh mién Tay, thém khoang 447.000 dan va
123.000 héc-ta rudng, chua ké ngudn loi ring tram, c4
tom, rudng mudi. Giéi thwong gia Phdp lai tinh toan:
lda ting gap doi, tinh hinh yén dn, gao mién Hau Giang
kha ngon, dugc wa chudng & thi truong A Pong: loai
gao Vinh Long, gao Ba Thic (Séc Tring). Nam 1867,
& Trung Ky va Trung Qudc mua mang thuan loi. Mién
Nam Trung Quoc dong dan, thuong mit mua nhung
khong thé tiéu thu hang ndm tir 100.000 dén 150.000
ton-nd gao du ctia Nam Ky. Gidi thuong gia thr di
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“chao hang” qua Nhut, Singapore, Uc, ddo Réunion va
vai cang chau Au. Nhiéu van dé dit ra: mudn ban véi
gid cao, can luu y dé€n phdm chat (gao ngon, khong gy
nat, hot tron, hot dai khong tron nhau) va cach trinh bay
(dung trong bao bo thay vi bao bang - ca ron), hot gao
phai tring va lang.

Gidi quyét nguyén vong clia gidi xuat khiu gao 1a
chuyén dai déng. Con nhiéu yéu t& khac phiic tap hon.
Tir 1au, & Cho Lén va cac diém ban gao (tinh, huyén,
ly), nhiéu nhém xay hang xdo thanh hinh, trudc khi
nguoi Phédp dén, voi c6i xay to, ba bon ngudi dimg gian,
dung c6i chay dap dé gia, hoat dong ngay dém khi c6
yéu cau. Mudn cho gao t6t hon, can dep nhimg nhém
hang x4o nai trén, d€ xay bing mdy (khoang 240 nhém
& Cho Lon va Binh Tay, chua ké & tinh, dong bing song
Ctu Long).

Néam 1869, Cong ty Alphonse Cahusac 1ap nha may
xay & Khanh Hoi, vai thang sau, nhom thuong gia khac
1ap nha may & Cho Lon. Trong bdy ndm sau, gao xuat
céng tang hon gép do6i. Mot nha may thit ba ra doi & Choy
L6n (nha may dau tién ctia nguodi Hoa) vao nam 1876.
Nam 1882, nha may tht tw hoat dong, ctia nguoi Phap.

Viéc giao thuong & toan thé& gi6i phat trién theo
toc d0 nhanh vuot buc: kinh dao Suez m& vao nim
1869, tau chay may hoi nuéc phd bién hon trude. Gao
tir cang Sai Gon ra kho6 tim noi tiéu thu vi khong ngon,
gid cao, vi cic nuéc & Dong Nam chau A chon gao An
Do, gao Mién Dién. Tai thi truong Luan Pon, gao Sai
Gon bén thap gia so voi gao Mién Dién theo ty 1&€ mot



phan muoi, trong khi dudng chuyén chd tir Sai Gon xa
va ton kém hon.

Nédm 1874, 14 nhom thuong gia nguoi Hoa va 10
nhom thuong gia ngudi Au da hop dé dinh chuén céc
loai gao xuat khau, 1ap kién nghi g&i nha cam quyén
biic nguodi xay hang x40 va nong dan tuan theo, bing
khong thi sé& tir ch6i khong mua. Bon cam quyén td ra
dut khoat. Tw trude da dem giong lia Car6lin ctia My thi
nghiém, nhung bd dd. Néu bit budc dan chuyén giong
lua, Ida xay gia khong tron hot tron voi hot dai, thi dan
lam rudng thiy nguoi Phap ap bic ho qua mic. Bay gio,
phong trao Thi khoa Huan ngdm ngam, sip stra bung
né & Go Cong, Cho Gao, My Tho. Bon quan cai tri cht
truong cit dé vay, ai xay gid, budn ban thé nao tuy thich,
tuy thi truong. Va lai, tir trude, gidi cam quyén Phap
timg dung ting bon k¥ nghé gia nim ddc quyén nganh
mia lam duong, wvom to, kéo bong vai nhung da that bai.

Gao xuat khiu ting déu din. Bon thuong gia thau
loi khong qua to nhu ching ao uéc, néu gao c¢6 phim
chat t6t hon. Bon Phap cht nha may than phién va chiu
thua chi nha may ngudi Hoa, vi nguoi Hoa ndm c& hé
thong thau mua lda tan cédc tinh.

Nim 1877, xuat khdu 250.000 tan gao, sau d6 lén
dén 556.000, 610.000, 759.0900 rdi 800.000 tdn ndm
1880, nho mé rong thi truong qua chau Au. Tai cang
Marseille (Phap), gao Y ban theo chi s6 45 quan, gao
Mién Dbién duoc 32 quan, trong khi gao Sai Gon ban
c6 28 quan.
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Trén thi trudong thé€ gidi, gao Sai Gon thuong bi ché
vi tré ra mau vang (goi 1a gao 4m), lda phoi kho khong
ding mic trudc khi dua vao chanh (nha kho).

Dé khuyén khich khai khin dit méi, nim 1878, do
doc Lafont cho gidm bot thué dién. Thay vao d6, danh
thém thué€ xuét khdu: mdi ta gao déng 10 xu, mdi ta
lda dong 7 xu rudi; ndm sau mot ta gao dong 15 xu,
mot ta lda dong 11 xu rudi. Vi thi€u von, Phap hy vong
vao von dau tu clia giéi ky nghé Anh & Mién Dién dé
xay dung thém vai nha may xay hang to tai Cho Lon.
Nhung vao gio chot, sy dau tu Ay khong xay ra, gidi
ky nghé Anh thdy moi truong khai thac Mién Dién da
da rdi. Gioi k§ nghé Huong Cang thay vi mua gao tir
Sai Gon lai mua lda dem vé xay. Bdy gio, viéc chuyén
ch® duong bién da cai thién, tau ché thué thém nhiéu,
canh tranh nhau. Mua lda thay vi mua gao, gi¢i lam an
Huong Cang thau hué loi d& hon: Ida dé d€ danh, lau
hu hon gao, ¢6 thé du trit trong vong mot hai nim, khi
nao Trung Qudc gdp nan mit mua ho sé tung ra. Lia
gia ré, néu hao hét, dd thao do khuan vac thi khong ton
kém nhu gao, khong can bao bi tot; xay Ida tai Huong
Cang nhan cong ré hon, lai thém duoc tdm cam, dung
lam bot gao, dit ruou... phat trién nganh lam bao tai.

Nhing gi Huong Céng hudng loi thi Sai Gon bi mat
mat. GiGi thuong gia Sai Gon dwa ki€n nghi xin chinh
quyén ting thué& xuit cang lia. Nhung c6 nhitng nguoi
Phép nhin rong hon, hodc khong dinh liu tryc ti€p dén
nganh budn béan lia gao, da phan do6i véi ly do: nén



cho xuat cang luia, gi¢i ky nghé Huong Cang hudng 1oi
ciing khong sao, ting thu€ 1a vo ly. Néu lia khong ban
ra duoc nhiéu, gioi dién chii sé khong thich khan dat
dé 1am thém rudng, nhu vay hai dén viéc khan hoang
dang phét trién v6i nhip do thém 10.000 héc-ta rudng
modi nam. Gidi thuong gia va chii nha mdy xay & Sai
Gon - Che Lon lai thua cudc. Thu€ xuat cang Iia khong
tdng, mudn c6 thém loi tic, ho phai tim céch ting pham
chat, tuyén chon gao t6t, cai tién cach xay xat. Gidi cAm
quyén vui mimg thay dat ruong Nam Ky nim 1880 la
522.000 hec-ta, d&€n ndm 1900 dién tich dy 1a 1.175.000
héc-ta, va trong 20 ndm 4y, con s6 xuat cang tir 500.000
tan 1én d&€n muc 750.000 tan.

Su gia ting nhanh choéng vé dién tich rudng dang
duoc xem xét va giai thich.
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DAO KINH
PHIA HAU GIANG

SONG RACH LA PUONG GIAO THONG CHANH
yéu vé quan sy va thuong mai. Tir Sai Gon dén céc ving
xa x0i, da bd tri nhiig cit diém dé liic bi tin cong thi
dung dudng thiy tiép vién. Ving Bén Tre dit hat tham
bién M6 Cay, sau méi doi vé chg Bén Tre. Truong
hop Can Tho, hat tham bién c6 ltic dit & Tra On, bén
kia song. O Tra Vinh, lai bay hat tham bién Bic Trang
nhidm chong nghia quan & ven bién. Vang Sa Déc, hat
tham bién & vam Can L6, ki€ém sodt clta ngd mién Dong
Thap Mudi.

Giic cho bit xau, nhu vao thoi Ty Duc, véi ly do
“duy tri tap quén cii” cla xi bi tri. Mdi thang, mdi
dan dinh 1am bon ngay xau, tic 12 moi ndm 48 ngay.
Cud6i nim 1864, & ba tinh mién Pong, con s6 dan dinh
da kiém tra 1a 35.992, tinh ra hon 1.700.000 ngay:
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tri giad mdi ngay nra quan, 1am x4u dem loi ich nhuw
thau duoc 863.808 quan tién thué. Thyc dan tha hd
dip 10, 14p nhitng con rach nhé & Sai Gon, & tinh dao
va vét kinh dé€ tuan tiéu dé dang, dong thoi chd lia
gao, thuc pham.

Truéc nam 1875, gidc cho m& rong va vét kinh Bo
Bo, kinh Bao Pinh nhung phut sa lam can nhanh chdong.
Niam 1875 - 1876, dao vét mot khoang trén song Bén
Liic, duong vé Chg Dém. Nidm 1876, diéu chinh khoang
rach Tra On t6i Ba Ké. Nhung cong trinh chién luoc 1a
kinh Chg Gao (Canal Duperré) néi song Cira Tiéu qua
Vam Cé dé dua nhanh chéng lia gao tir vira lia 16n nhat
ving dong bing thoi bay gio vé Sai Gon - Cho Lon,
thay vi di vong qua kinh Bao Dinh. Kinh dai 12 cay s0,
dao 900.000 mét khoi dat, voi 676.000 ngay lam xau
trong hai thang, bo kinh ddp cao d€ lam 19 xe. Pay 1a
cong trinh 16n dau tién, khanh thanh ngay 10-7-1877,
do chinh d6 d6c Nam Ky tham du, dé truc ti€p thach
thic nhitng ngudi timg hudng tng cudc khdi nghia Thu
khoa Huan hdi hai ndm truéc. Budi 1€ nay két hop nghi
thic cti méi, dung khai hoan mon, két bong két tui,
chung hinh ti¢ linh, tau sit cia do doc chay t6i kinh,
hai bén bo linh ma ta sai ngua, lai tha nhiing trai khinh
khi cau c& nhd dé khoa truong ky thuat ctia Phap. Nho
kinh Ch¢ Gao, lia gao dén Cho Lon v6i gia thanh thap
hon truéc. Nam 1878, dao kinh Chet Say va Phu Tic
ndi kinh Cho Gao vé phia Bén Tre. Phia Hau Giang,
dao kinh néi bo song Hau vé luu vyc song My Thanh



(goi la kinh Saintard), khoang 1878-1879 tam nging
roi ti€p tuc ndm 1882.

Sau khi ra mién Nam Trung Ky dan ap cudc khoi
nghia Mai Xuan Thudng, Téng doc Loc vi qué tan dc
nén khong con la cong cu hop thoi; lic dudng gia lai
nghién cttu k& hoach khai thong ving Péng Thap Muoi,
noi hin timg cham trdn v6i Thién ho Duong kha chat
vat vi dia thé hiém trd. Lyc lugng dan xau phai dao
hon 100 ki-16-mét kinh 16m nho, quan trong nhat 1a con
kinh - goi Tong d6c Loc - n6i rach Ba Béo dén rach
Ruong, dem 1oi ich thuong mai va chién lugc quan sy,
dai 47 ki-16-mét, rong 10 mét, khanh thanh nam 1897.

Vi khong con chinh sach b& quan tda cang nhw thoi
nha Nguyén nén nguoi dién chii duoc khich 1é: lia gao
ban dé dang, gi4 cao hon truéc. Pién chii muon von do
bon mai ban va thuong gia cho vay truéc dé mé thém
dat ruong, do d6, mic dau dién chd con 4n lau dién
tich, s6 thué dién Phdp thau dugc van nhiéu hon trudc.

Trong dot vira ké, da dung x4ng (tau cudc) dé dao
kinh nhung phan 16n dung dan xau. Thyc dan gip phan
ung manh li¢t cia dan phu ngay tai Sai Gon, khi dao
kinh Bao Ngan tir Cay Mai dén rach Thi Nghe, nhim
lap vanh dai an ninh d€ dé tuan tiéu dudi kinh va trén
bo. Nghia quan da danh pha, giét bon dau s6; dan phu
tranh chap voi cai thau, k&€ hoach phai bd d& nira chimg
(1863). Niam 1896, khi dao kinh tir song Céi Bé qua O
Mbon (gitta Rach Gia va Can Tho), dich thoi khi xay
ra, dan phu b tron. Huong chite hoi t€, dic biét 1a bon

o
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cai tdng nim quyén han rong rii trong viéc bit phu ai
mudn & nha thi phai chiu tién hdi 16. Nha nuoc trg cap
chiit it cho dan xau nhung tién 4y bi 4n chin phan lon.

Trong nam 1880, nhitng ngudi lam xau da stta sang
khoang 500km duong 10 16n nho, trai da 17km duong,
bic 73 cay cau tdng cong bé dai 824 mét, nao vét va dao
341.000 mét khoi dat. Nam 1881 va 1882, chu trong dip
10, xay cat cong s& & tinh ly, duong 10 phai nhim vao
viéc phong thli song rach va kinh dao khi can.

T nim 1866, truéc khi chiém ba tinh mién Tay,
Phap da dem qua hai chiéc xdang nho, chd bd phan roi,
rap tai s& Ba Son, nhung nidng suat khong cao (1ong rach
Bén Lic va kinh Bao Dinh vét v6i loai xang nay). Ngan
sach Nam Ky con it, khong dy tri chinh xac duoc, xang
chay may hoi nudc dung rat nhiéu cti, lai con bdo tri
mdy moc, lvong bong cho nhan vién nguoi Phap, nguoi
Viét; kinh dao khong bu 16 nhanh chéng cho ngén sich,
vi nhitng nidm dau nguoi khin hoang duwoc mién thué.
Vén khong du, bdi vay dung dan xau ré hon. Nhung véi
trién vong xuat cing gia ting, ving ddng bing rong, mau
md, k& hoach dau tw dai han tir chanh qudc dit ra, theo
y kién ctia Toan quyén De Lanessan, nim 1893, Cong
ty Montvenoux lanh thau, gia dao 35 xu mot mét khoi.
Thang dau tién, khi bit tay vao viéc, dao 60.000 mét
khdi: ning suit Ay phai gia ting nhanh chéng dé riéng
thang thit 25, tinh tir ngay bét dau phai dat 200.000 mét
khoi. Kiéu khai thac 16n, 1an dau tién chanh phii Phap
va bon tai phiét dau tw thuc sy vao Nam Ky.



Cong ty Montvenoux dit try s& tai Sai Gon, véoi 34
chuyén vién nguoi Phap, 14y tén “Hang thau nao vét cai
ti€n hé thong duong thily & Nam Ky”. Trong nim dau
(1893), chanh quyén thuc dan & Nam Ky yéu cau Cong
ty c6 géng thuc hién nhanh céc cong trinh va sdn sang
chi 900.000 dong mdi ndm. Nhung ngan sich Nam Ky
thi€u kém, danh tré timg dot. Tir 1898, v6i k& hoach do
Toan quyén Paul Doumer dé xudng, ngan sach Dong
Duong lanh phan thanh toan ne cd.

Paul Doumer qua Pong Duong lam toan quyén, danh
dau giai doan khai théc, boc 10t vi quy mo 16n. Ting
1a Bo trudng Tai chanh clia noi céc vira d6, con tré (40
tudi), h4o thing, hin c6 tham y dung nhiém ky & Pong
Duong dé thi thd tai ning dé vé Phap véi uy thé cao
hon. Va sy that 1a man nhiém ky, 14n héi tré thanh Chi
tich Thuong vién rdi Téng thong Phap.

Lic & Pong Duong, hin ty xem nhu dng vua nhd,
ty tung tw tac, 1dm khi xem thuong Bo truéng Thuoc
dia. V& t6 chiic, cac nha s& ctia phii Toan quyén kiém
soat chdt ché dia phuong. Vi vay, bon thuc dan Nam
Ky phén déi manh, 1y do la nhimg mon ng 16n ma hin
chii truong vay muon “chi 1am ich lgi cho Bic Ky,
nao duong xe ltra, chinh trang bén cang, chd y vo vét
céc tinh mién Nam Trung Qudc, khoa trewong thanh thé
nudc Phiap & Vién Dong. Xt Nam Ky chi hudng cong
trinh dao kinh & phia Hau Giang ma thoi, trong khi thu€
mudi, ruou, 4 phién phai don vé ngan sich Pong Duong
st dung. Doumer cho ring cdc sic thué néi trén dem lai
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cho Péng Duong s6 tién to 1én, nhung binh quan mébi
dau nguoi ganh chiu c6 2 dong! Riéng thué 4 phién nim
1901, toan Pong Duong thau duoc 6.295.000 dong, voi
héi suét 2,5 quan Phap (franc), duoc 15.737.000 quan,
c6 thira dé trang tri chi phi quan sy Pong Duong, uéc
luong vao khoang 14 triéu quan.

*

* %

Xang thoi Ay con tho so vé ky thuat, to nhw chiéc
chién ham. Stic manh kiéu xéng to 1a 350 siic ngua,
xtic dat bing nhitng gau st dit lién nhau quanh vong
tron nhu ki€u gudng dap nudc, mdi gau chira 375 lit,
gau xic lién tuc, dat danh lodng ra bun, thdi vao 6ng
mang dua xa dén 60 mét, c6 thé dao sau tir 2,5 mét dén
9 mét. Nhitng chi€c to timg hoat dong & dong bing,
tén xang Néan, xang La, My Tho 1, My Tho 2, (Nantes,
Loire, tén dit & Phap). Trong khi giao keéo véi cong ty
Montvenoux chua man han, chanh pht ky thém giao
keéo voi Cong ty Phap khai thac k§ nghé & Vién DPong
(Sociéte francaise industrielle d’Extréme Orient) gia
thau thap hon (20 xu mot mét khdi), nhim dao that
nhiéu kinh phia Hau Giang.

Trong khoang gitra hai th€ ky XIX va XX, cong
trinh dao va nao vét kinh da dem cho nong nghiép,
thuong nghiép nhiéu thay ddi. Duéi mit nguodi dan
mién qué, ludn ca gidi cong chiic, chiéc xdng dao dat
nhanh chéng, mau nhiém hon chuyén “chép nhang



thing bon day thép kéo. May tudn den kit khoi tau
bay”, la lung hon cai ddu mdy xe lra kéo nhiéu toa,
chay duong Sai Gon - My Tho, qua hai cy cau bic
ngang song Bén Lic va song Viing Gu (Tan An) tr
ndm 1885, hodc nhimg chiéc tau chd hanh khach, hang
héa, ludn ca trau bo tir Saii Gon, My Tho khip Luc
Tinh, 1én tin Nam Vang, Bién Hd.

Tu nidm 1895 dén 1898, hoan thanh nhiéu cong
trinh m&i:

- Dao kinh tit Thanh Pa (Sai Gon) thay vi di
vong quanh.

- Nao vét kinh Nui Sap (Thoai Ha) ndi Long Xuyén
qua Rach Gia.

- bao kinh Cho Lach.

- Pao kinh cau An Ha.

- Pao kinh Ong Hién (Rach Gi4).

- Nao vét va diéu chinh mot so kinh khac.

Mai dén ndm 1900, nguoi Phap con lo trién khai hué
loi sén c6 tir Tién Giang trd 1én Sai Gon, chu trong vao
ruodng vuon, dat gidng ma dong bao chon 1am diém tya
tr doi vua chia nha Nguyén. My Tho trd thanh dau cau
ctia Sai Gon, tir mién Hau Giang gom lén.

Nhung véi xang dao kinh, thuc dan Phap con du
kién 16n d€ giai quyét khu vyc ting thily, xa bo song
cdi, xa rach thién nhién, khong phai 1a dat giong. Day
1a “dat ddng” theo nghia dat thap, bing phing trén dién
tich to. Vung dit dong lén nhiit clia dong biang song
Ctru Long 12 méanh dit con lai nim gitra hitu ngan séng
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Hau va vinh Xiém La, vé phia Tay Nam (phia Bic nim
trong 1ong chao ctia By Niii, bi lut), cu thé 1a tinh Hau
Giang, mot phan cta Kién Giang, tinh Minh Héi ngay
nay. Mién Tién Giang da kha diy di duong giao thong
thién nhién. Phia d4t dong bao la nay, song rach da it
lai ngdn, rach Giang Thanh, Rach Gi4, song Cai Lon,
song Cai Bé, song Ong Pdc, song Cira Lon déu chay
theo hudng tir Tay qua Pong. C6 nhitng méang dat dong
dai su6t 50 cay s6 khong c6 con kinh con rach dang ké,
mua mua, hién ra vai lung bau thap, mua ning, lung
bau kho can. Hai con kinh Vinh T€ va Thoai Ha dao twr
doi Gia Long da vach dung huéng nhung dong khung
phia Bic ving ngap lut. V6i trinh do ky thuat thong
thuong vé thily loi, ai cling thdy cin dao nhing con
kinh twong to nhu thé, vé phia TAy Nam, cang nhiéu
cang tot, nhung vé cong stic thi dan so thua thét khong
gidi quyét ndi. Tir ndm 1896, vién chl tinh Can Tho
thtr ¢ao con kinh ndi rach O Mén (b Hau Giang) qua
ngon song Céi Bé dd ra vinh Xiém La nhung d& dang
vi dich thoi khi; dan phu bi truyén nhi€m khi u6ng
nudc phén trong ao viing. Chi tinh Rach Gi4 cho ring
vGi dan soO it va ngan quy tinh han ché, néu dao kinh
thi t6n 26.000 déng va huy dong it 1am 1a 13.000 dan
xau dé gidi quyét 22 cay so kinh trong dia phan Rach
Gia. Cha tinh Rach Gia mudn néi dé€n k& hoach dao
con kinh Xa No (Phdp goi kinh Bassac - Céi Lén), ndi
ngon rach Can Tho vao ngon rach Cai Tu, rach nay d6
vao song Cai Lon ra vinh Xiém La.



Hai nguoi Phap chuyén dau co dat ruong da van
dong dao that nhanh con kinh néi trén dé€ thi loi, ho
la gi¢i da thé€ luc tai Phong canh nong Nam Ky. Yéu
sach dwa ra hop ly nén khi vira khéi cong dao 1a mot
trong hai nguoi nay (Guéry) duoc tén Doumer ky nghi
dinh cap khong ton tién (Concession gratuite) mot 16
dat tot voi dién tich 2.500 héc-ta tai lang Nhon Nghia.
Kinh Xa No dao bing xdng, hon 2 nim m&i xong, bé
ngang trén mit 60 mét, bé ngang day 40 mét, ton phi
3.680.000 quan, #n ngang qua vung dat nay goi la
Chuong Thién, dua nuéc ngot tir song Hau qua gan sat
vam song Cai Lon phia Rach Gia. Pay la cong trinh
chién lugc. Dan nghéo theo sit bén xéng, gianh nhau
cdm ranh, hy vong tré thanh chd dit, voi va cét nha,
phé rirng lam rudng, hy vong c6 danh nghia 1a nguoi
kh4n wu tién. Trong khi 4y, mot s6 nguoi nhiéu thé
lyc & cac tinh hodac Sai Gon, hodc tir bén Phap, lam
bai toan tram tinh hon, ngdi nghién ctu luat 1&, cd
van dong cho don khan dit cia ho dugc chuin y, siic
chong d6i cia dan nghéo dang canh tic khong dang
ké. Va ho vui khi thidy dan nghéo chit cay, phat cd,
dao muwong nhd thao phén, lam khong cong cho ho
hudng sau nay.

Kinh xdng & dat ddong ving Can Tho phit trién dién
tich rudng nuong, nudc ngot man nam, dat khong ung,
dé chuyén chd, lda ban gia cao. Nha cat hang dai hai
bén bo: dit do xang thdi I1én tré thanh duong 19 cao rdo,
nhu kiéu dat giong nhan tao, phia trudc cit nha, hai bén
va sau nha c6 thé trong dira, trdng mia. Nhin ban dd, ta

o
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lién twdng d€n mot thanh phd, rach 1a con dudong, nha
hai bén sip hang ngay thing.

- 1890 - 1900: Khéi dao nhiing kinh Xa No, Tra Et,
Long My (Lai Hiéu).

- 1900 - 1920: Pao kinh Thét N&t, Thi Doi, Thai
Lai, O Moén, Tra Long, Cai Von.

Trong hai giai doan nay, dao hon 350km kinh 1é6n. O
S6c Tring, tir ndm 1890 dién tich canh tac gia ting déu
din dén 1930, xem nhu la dat. Vang Nga Bay (Phung
Hiép) trude kia 1a cdnh dong thap, tré thanh mot quan,
nim trén duong thily, dua lia gao tir Bac Liéu - Ca Mau
l1én Sai Gon.

Ven bién vinh Xiém La it nguoi, dit dong 1an hoi
khai thac, kinh rach dio mudn hon mién Tién Giang,
nhung khi vira khéi dao thi dién chii céc noi thi nhau dén
danh phan, ké ci ngudi Phap. Mot s cong chiic cling
say mé khdn dat, ho hiéu ranh luat 1& hon nguoi khéc
va thira kha nang giao thiép duoc v6i nhiing nganh du
thdm quyén. C6 thé n6i: Viung Rach Gid - Ca Mau dén
ndm 1930 chi€ém hon 1/4 dién tich ruéng lia toan Nam
Ky, bit dau khai thac trén quy mo 16m tir naim 1900,
cu thé 1a tir nam 1910. O Bac Liéu (bao trum ludn Ca
Mau), con 16 n6i Bac Liéu - Ca Mau dén ndm 1897 méi
tam dip xong nhd cudng bic dan di lam xau, trai dat
ham chin thay cho d4. Con rach ndi Bac Liéu - Ca Mau
hoan thanh vao nim 1914 d€ rdi trong thoi gian Thé
giGi chién tranh thit nhit n6i 1én Nga Nim, 1én Phung
Hiép. Tinh Rach Gi4 lién lac 1&én Sai Gon nho duong



thiy (kinh Thoai Ha, Ndi Sap), con 1o dau tién an vé
phia Can Tho thanh hinh vao nim 1916. Kinh Cai Sén
(n6i tir rach Cai Sin, bo song Hau dén Rach Séi clia
Rach Gia) do xdng dao rat tré, tir 1922 dén 1923, 10 sat
bo kinh nay khéi cong ddp nam 1926, dén nim 1931
ma&i lwu thong duoc. Kinh dao & Rach Gia ndi qua song
Hau, tir ngon clia song Cai Bé dn qua O Mon, Thot Not.
Mot s6 kinh khac nhim khai thong nuéc dong ving U
Minh - Rach Gi4, dn xuéng Ca Mau theo duong thiy,
v6i tau va thuyén, dé chd lda, chd cii. R4t nhiéu kinh
nho dao nho stic dan lam xau cting nhw 16 xe. Viéc tranh
dau cta dan xau gy it nhiéu khé khin cho thyc dan.
Trong hoan canh dat rong, ngudi thuwa, dan xau lam viéc
xa nha, dn uéng thi€u thén, diéu kién vé sinh t6i thiéu
khong dugc bao dam. O dat méi, tir khi dao kinh, gia
dat tdng 1én rat nhanh. So véi Go Cong, dat da tot lai
gan thi truong Cho Lon, mot héc-ta tri gid tir 200 dén
300 ddng bac Pong Duong, trong khi dat t6t & Ca Mau
ban khong hon 100 dong.

Tinh d&n nam 1930, & Nam B0, trong tam la mién
Hau Giang (Can Tho, Rach Gia, Bac Liéu), da dang xang
dao khoéng 180 triéu mét khoi dat, cao hon khdi luong
dao m¢ kinh Suez & Ai Cap. Khoi lugng nay chia ra:

- 650km kinh 16m, theo tiéu chuidn bé ngang trén
miéng 30 mét, tau thuyén c6 luon an 2,5 mét luu
thong duoc.

- 2.500km kinh phu

- Mot s6 kinh linh tinh, nho hon.




SONNAM

DAT
GIA DINH
XUA

Trong 37 ndm (1893-1930), binh quan mdi nim ting
thém 35.000 héc-ta rudng, téng cong 1.800.000 héc-ta
dat dua vao canh tac. Tir nim 1885 dén 1930, t6n phi
dao kinh 12 48 triéu ddong, nhung chanh phi thau loi qua
to, thém thué dién, thu€ xuat khiu lia gao, va tién ban
dat theo ki€u thuan mai hoic dau gia.

Chanh phii Phdp ciing nhin nhan ring nhimg kinh dao
nay nhim vao yéu cau giao thong van tai hon la yéu cau
tiéu tudi. K& hoach thuong 1a tuy tién, kém khoa hoc,
thi€u kinh nho néi lién kinh phu va kinh 16m, 1dm khi
bién dat tot thanh dat xau, 1am can nudc hoic dua nude
min vao. Dat chua duoc tan dung theo kiéu tham canh.

Miic khai khin nhanh chéng 1a nhé dan s6 ting, ky
thuat con lac hau, stic nguoi 1a chinh yéu. Pay khong
phai 1a gia ting dan s6 tai chd, nhung 12 nguoi tir mién
Tién Giang (Tan An, My Tho, Vinh Long, Bén Tre) kéo
xudng. Thém yéu t& dang ké 12 nguoi Hoa dén Nam Ky
ngay cang dong do thyc dan dung ting, kiém sodt khong
chdt ché, lai con nang do. Gidi mai ban nguoi Hoa &
Cho Lén dua nguoi Hoa vé tan thon qué dé mua lda, ra
von cho nong dan 1am mua, ban truéc nhing nhu yéu
phdm, t6i mua tra lai bing lda. Von cia gidi mai ban
rit 16n, dem tir Huong Cang, tix Singapore vao, lai duoc
bao dam vay thém tir ngan hang & Sai Gon.

Tén chii tinh Nicolai n6i danh tich cyc bo vé quyén
loi thuc dan ciing nhin nhén, nhan dip dao kinh Tra On.
Kinh nay dwa lia tr Hau Giang (Bac Liéu, Rach Gi4,
Can Tho, S6c Triang) vé Sai Gon, ngdy dém tap nap,



ring “tién von clia nuéc Phap, lia gao clia ndng dan Viét
Nam nhung dem lgi tiic cho nguoi Hoa mua ban lia”.

Phia Dong Thap Muoi phong dinh non 900.000 héc-
ta bi ngap lut, da canh tac hon 100.000 héc-ta tir ndm
1873. Giong lda sa (cao gian, moc theo nudc) duoc
khuyén khich, ning suit tuy kém nhung it ton cong.
Trong tinh hinh méi, 1am rudng sa van ¢6 lgi. Cudi nim
1901, chu tinh Chau Ddc loan tin trén Gia Dinh Bdo
vé loai “lda song lon”, con goi “lia nudc néi”, do Phan
Vin Vang dem gidng tir “bén bic xit Kratié”, lam tht
tai lang Pa Phudc rdi lang Phuéc Hung, Ha Bao (Chau
Daoc), mot héc-ta c6 thé dem lai tir 120 - 130 gia. Tirndm
1900, lda sa phd bién rong rii, cong voi 100.000 héc-ta
lia cdy vira ké da gitip cho Pong Thap Muoi khai thac
duoc khoang 534.000 héc-ta, tic 1a 2/3 dién tich. Tinh
dén nam 1930, con lai hon 200.000 héc-ta qua phén,
khong trong tia duoc.

Dién chi Viét Nam va Phdp 1am don xin khin dat
Dong Thip Muoi tir kinh Bo Bo, kinh Lagrange vira
dao, nhung 30.000 méu trung khan nay bd hoang, nha
nuoc ngung dao kinh dé don lyc luong xang vé phia Bac
Liéu, Rach Gia. Nam 1927, dit k&é hoach m& mang tr&
lai ving Dong Thap Mui, trong bon ndm 1928-1932,
dy tri dao bon con kinh: N&i kinh Lagrange vé phia
song Vam Co Tay, néi kinh Lagrange vé phia kinh 4-bis,
dao ndi kinh Téng ddc Loc vao kinh Lagrange... Nhung
theo nha cAm quyén va cac chuyén gia, giai quyét ving
tring Pdng Thap 1a vin dé danh cho tuong lai rat xa.
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Phia Hau Giang vung triing phia Nam Bay Nui twong
tw nhu Dong Thap Muoi, lai thinh vuong twong ddi nho
lua sa, gieo 90.000 héc-ta & tinh Chau DBdc va 47.000
héc-ta & tinh Long Xuyén (nay goi lia sa 1a lda ndi).

*

EE S

Pao kinh 16n chua hén 1a dt co s& dé€ dn dinh va
phat trién dién tich ruong. Can bdo dam chii quyén vé
phép 1y, hoan chinh do dac, 1ap dia bo va giéi quyét von
li€ng cho dién chu.

Du6i ché do thyc dan, con ké quyén thé lgi dung,
bo mdy hanh chénh quan liéu ludén luén tim co hoi dé
bay vé thém, dn hdi 10.

Nguoi dang canh tdc va dang dong thué& dién mic
nhién 1a chi dat, luat 1& doi nha Nguyén quy dinh nhuw
thé. Thyc dan dén, duy tri nguyén tic nguodi khan chi
dong thu€ ché khong ton tién mua dat cia nha nudc.
Nhitng nghi dinh nam 1864, 1871, 1882, dit su han
ché, phai tra tién dat cho nha nu6c trong truong hop dat
cét phd tai Sai Gon, Chg Lon hodc tich thau ctia nguoi
vang mit, c6 sdn vuon tugc, dit da thuan thuc. Ngoai ra,
mudn khén thi phai 1am don, khong han ché dién tich.
Tham bién chli tinh phé chuén trong truomg hop khong
qua 20 héc-ta, néu 16n hon thi can duoc Thong doc Nam
Ky chép thuan. Nhitng nghi dinh vira ké c¢6 so s6t quan
trong, nguoi trung khan c6 thé chi€ém dat rdi bd hoang,
cho dip sang nhuong cho nguoi khac.



Dé& b6 sung, nghi dinh ngay 15-10-1890 thém diéu
kién, budc nguoi trung khin khai thac trong thoi han
nim nim va nha nudc duoc quyén 1ay dat lai khi can,
vi loi ich cong cOng (lam duong, dao kinh). Nghi dinh
ngay 10-5-1893 néu ro phan dat trung khan khong duoc
chi€ém qua 1/4 dién tich & mit tién song, rach (dé phong
truong hop khan dit viing phd che, dat thé cu, ving méi
dao kinh). Theo tinh than nghi dinh ngay 27-1-1896,
néu ngudi trung khan khong thira nhan, bd hoang hoac
di x& khac, con cai khong chiu thira k€ thi dat tr& vé
nha nudce.

Nhimg nghi dinh k€ ti€p nhdm han ch€ trung khin.
Dai khai, nha nuéc ban dat trong cao su véi gid vira phai
(goi 1a gia thuan mai). Dat trén 1.000 héc-ta do Toan
quyén Dong Duong dinh doat. Ddi voi than hao, nhan
si hitu cong v6i nha nuéce Phép, cAp khong mot 1an 300
héc-ta ma thdi, muon khan thém 300 héc-ta nita thi phai
khai thac xong it nhit 4/5 dién tich da dugc hudng va
khong duoc hudng 1an thit ba.

Mot nghi dinh quan trong ky vao ngay 4-10-1928
nghiém cam chi€m dit hoang, cdm ranh, 1am rudng trudc
rdi xin hop thitc hoa sau. Viéc ty y chi€ém dit vo chii gan
nhu duge khuyén khich tir trude da dé€n muic gay kho
khédn cho nha nudc thudc dia. Nhu da noéi, cong trinh
dao kinh xang & Rach Gia, Bac Liéu gay hao hing cho
ngudi mudn khin hoang, ddng thoi cling tao co hdi cho
ké quyén thé nim luat 1& cudp phan dat ca nguoi khac
dang canh tidc nhung chwa dugc luit phdp nhin nhan.
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Vai nguoi giau c6 da tung tién cho bon dan em dén viing
dat méi, muén nguodi cim ranh timg s& roi gom lai tréy
thanh dién chii. Dién hinh nhit 12 truong hop dao kinh
C4i Sén, n6i Rach Gia qua Long Xuyén. Hai bo kinh, dat
rong bat ngan, quanh nam nuéc ngot, duong chuyén chd
vé Sai Gon thuan loi, nho vay dat c6 gid. Lang Thanh
Hoa tap trung nhimg nguoi tir phwong xa dén cdm ranh.
Trong vong ba ndm 17.000 héc-ta dét bi chia manh mun
ching biét ai phai ai quiy, tir ngudi dan c6 thién chi lap
nghiép, d€n bon dau co nhiéu quyén thé€ da nap don véi
Théng d6¢c Nam Ky dé xin khan phan dat trén 1y thuyét
con hoang vu ma ho chua bao gior dit chan t6i.

Dbat hoang vo chi 1a cia nha nude, cong van thoi
dy goi 1a cong thé (domaine local), dé khoi tring hop
voi hai tiéng cong dién (dat cong dién ciia lang). Nghi
dinh ngay 13-6-1929 quy dinh thé thic khin dat, voi
12 giai doan kh6 khiin vé thl tuc, tir lic 1am don dén
khi duoc cap bing khoan.

Nam 1930, nghi dinh ngay 25 thang 6, thuc dan
dua ra quy hoach 16n toan Nam Ky. Khong cho khai
khan nita, vi da hét dat, chi chdp nhan nhimg don xin
khin ving Rumng Sac (huyén Duyén Hai, Thanh ph& HO
Chi Minh ngay nay), Pong Thap Muwi, ving dat Lang
phia Nam Bay Nui (nay goi khu Tt gidc), mot phan
dat chimg 150.000 héc-ta & phia U Minh (Rach Gid)
va phia Bac Liéu.

Nghién ctu vé dit dai & Nam B9, can chi y nhiing
dic diém:



- Vung dét cti, v6i nhitng tinh cii, nép song da dinh
hinh truéc khi nguoi Phap dén gdm da s& dit giong,
thuan loi canh tac, dugc tiéu tudi véi song rach thién
nhién. Tinh Gia Dinh (Can Giudc, Tan An, Go Cong),
tinh Pinh Tuong (Ba Gidng, Rach Gam, Cai Be, Cai
Thia, Cai Lay), tinh Vinh Long (Bén Tre, Tra Vinh,
Tra On) chiém dén 80 phan trim rudng tot vao thoi dy.
Vung nay goi 1a Miét Vuon.

- Vung dat moi, dit dong, thi€u duong giao thong
thién nhién, thi€u rach nho, dat phén va thdp 1a phan
con lai cia Nam Bo dugc m& mang nho ké hoach dao
kinh ctia nguoi Phap, goi tam 1a nhiing tinh mai.

- Kinh xédng dao 1én, muo6n thau két qua phai cho 5
hodc 10 niam sau. Dan ta rat nhay bén, hé thdy dat co
twong lai 1a ddm chiu cyc, ddm di xa. Truong hop Can
Tho, Rach Gi4, Bac Liéu ching td diéu 4y.

Dén nam 1930, viéc khan hoang, co s& boc 10t ciia
thuc dan da bé tc vé co ban. Ciing 1a cdo chung céi thoi
“anh hiing kh4n hoang” theo kiéu nong nghiép lac hau.
Chan troi dong khung lai, doi hoi 16i thoat.
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PIEN CHU VA TA DIEN
THOI THUOC PHAP

PIEN CHU NGUOI VIET THOI PHAP THUOC la
ciia th& hé moéi, theo “tan trao” (titc ngudi Phap, dé phan
biét v6i cyu trao: trao nha Nguyén), gan nhu khong con
mAy ai cdy vao l16p dién chi thoi Ty Pic con sot lai,
thira k& dat dai.

Khi Phdp xam lugc nudce ta, ching thay thé triéu
dinh nha Nguyén dé lam chi toan bo dat dai. Mot s6
dién cht than hao thoi Nguyén tham gia khang chién
bi chiing tich thu tai san. Mot s6 khac “ti dia” xudng
mién Tay hoic that lac vi chién tranh. Nha cAm quyén
thuc dan Phap quy dinh nhimg chd dit cd phéi try vé
trinh dién, vGi moi gidy t& ching nhan s& hitu, trong
vong non ba thang (quyét dinh ky ngay 22-6-1863) néu
tré thi mat dat. Nguoi da tan cu thi khong mudn trd




SONNAM

DAT
GIA DINH
XUA

vé hop tac v6i bon chi€m déng, cling ¢6 nguoi khong
dam tr& vé. Gidy to dd mat mat trong chién tranh. Bon
thyc dan va tay sai doi hdi moi tht tuc can thiét rat
phién phitc, hoanh hoe, cho 1a gidy gid mao, bat hop
phap, 10i thoi. Dung 1a mot sy cudp giat dat dai chua
timg c¢6 & xi nay. Pat nao ching coi la vo chi hodc
khong da gidy to hop 1€, thi dem phat mai cho nguoi
Phap va tay sai.

Lic bay gi® nhitng nha kha gia nguoi Viét thay con
hai con duong tién than: mot 13, khan dat 1am dién ch;
hai 1, di hoc 1am cong chiic, lam quan. Lam quan, duoc
béng 16c, rdi lo khin dat dé lam dién cha.

“Nghé” dién chi tién t6i dau?

Cau hdi 4y ctr 4m anh con céi dién chii & céc tinh ci,
thudc Miét Vuon. Ho song trong lang mac da tuong doi
dinh hinh tir thoi Tu Piic, hoc chit Nho réi chir Qudc ngit.
Tir khi Phap m& cang Sai Gon, gao xuét cang duogc thi
rudng nuong, vudn twgc clia ho thém nhiéu hué loi. Ho
khong nhw gi6i dién cht & Hau Giang dang lo ddi pho
v6i thi tuc khan dat, hué loi chua bu duoc von, con la
tién ng xoay x& hing nim dé muén ta dién, chua xong
khodnh dat nay lai lo khén vung dét khac con mo ho.
Kinh sip stta dao ngang qua, 1am rudng sé dé dang hon
nhung phéi chd nhiéu nim maéi bu lai von.

Di khin dat la viéc lam phiéu luu, ngay voéi cé
nguoi Phéap, nhung phong lao phai theo lao. Phan 1on
nhitng ngudi xin khin dat 1a ba con cia cong chiic clia
Phap, clia dién chd, tir Tién Giang xudng Hau Giang.



Néu gip phan dat t6t, duwoc sy hd tro clia giéi mua
béan nguoi Hoa, rdi triing mia doi ba ndm lién tiép thi
c6 thé tao co s& ving chic. Roi phat trién nghé cho
vay. Tién nay ciing do nguoi Hoa hodc gi6¢i x4 - tri
An cung tng truée, voi 1ai suét thap, dem cho vay lai
v6i s6 1ai cao. Du tién lai mua thém dat, lua dat tot da
khai khan tir 1au, goi la “dat thuoc”. Thi doan tinh vi
nhat d&€ mua duoc loai dat nay l1a lya trong gi6i trung
nong hodc phu ndéng, chon con no nao dang lic ket,
dwa thém chit tién mit rdi du dd hodc cudng bic, ky
to ban dut s& rudng, cho ho wu tién lam ta dién trén
dat ct, khong dudi ra khoi dat.

Trong giGi dién cha 1on & Hau Giang, dang chu y ti
1é kha cao nguoi Hoa va ngudi Minh Hueong, ho cudi vo
Viét hodc Minh Huong, 1am huong chiic hoi té.

Tran Trinh Trach - véi Itta con ndi danh 1a “cong
tlr Bac Liéu” - 1a nguoi géc Hoa, 1am thu ky cho Phap
(goi 1a Thay ky To), ciing nhu & Rach Gid c6 Cha Chet
(Huynh Tan Phudc) da ding bo 12.000 héc-ta dat, tuy
khong ndi danh in choi ngdong nghénh. Lai con kha dong
dién chi 16n mang cdi tén nghe hoi la tai: Du Hot, Cai
tong Phén, Huong ci Thém, Pho tong Liém, Huong ca
To, Cht Tét, Hrong than Cdo... d€ nhan ra nguoi goc
Hoa (Triéu Chau), phién am lai trong ho tich.

Hai ti€ng “ddn dién” trd thanh cAm ky tir sau cudc
khéi nghia dan dén dién cta Truong DPinh. Chi goi 1a

2

“dién” v6i dién chl ma thoi. Trong dién clia nguoi Viét

khong c6 1é cat nha cho ta dién & nhu trong dién clia
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nguoi Phap. Nguoi ta dién, véi hai ban tay tring, khong
dai gi di mu6n dat cia nhimg dién chii dang tiing thi€u.
Vao dau thé€ ky nay, mudn khai thac dat dai, gia chot
1a dién chli phai cho t4 dién vay truéc 20 gia lia dn va
nim bdy ddng bac. Binh quan, ngudi 16n 4n mot nim
15 gia, voi s6 lda vay ay, 18y gi nudi vo con? Nam bay
dong bac chi dd xai tam vai thang, nhimng thang con lai
thi 1am sao?

Nguoi Hoa t6 chic tiém tap hoa khip cuing ngo hém,
cho vay va ban da thi mon, tir vai bo, tra, thudc huit, téi
duong, dau, keo, banh, dau ltra, cao don hoan tdn, coi mét
ngudi ma cho vay hodc ban thi€u chiu nhiéu, it, téi mua
tra lai bang tién hodc bing lda, tuy y. D6i voi nguoi ta
dién dang con ting ngit, 10i miy chuc phan trim ciing
dugc, can non can gia mic k&, mién 1a gidi quyét duoc
cép thoi nhu cau thiét yéu clia doi séng hing ngay.

Mién dong qué truéc Cach mang 1945 bénh tat lan
tran, mua nz“ing qua mua mua, ph6 bi€n nhat 1a bénh ban,
kiéu st rét cia tré con. Lai con thiy bua, thiy phdp, ma
chay, cting dinh, tong on tong gi6, chwa n6i dén té nan
co bac, da lam tan gia bai san bao nhiéu nguoi.

Nguoi ta dién ban lda ra voi gid ré nhat, va mua lai
hang tiéu dung cho gia dinh véi gia cao nhat. Nhu vay,
khong nhimg ho bi dién chd boc 16t ma con bi bon tw
san con buodn vo vét.

Thoi 4y, ta dién vay bac voi ty 1& 1oi ba phan moi
thang, cu6i nim khong tra di thi dem tién 1oi nhap vao
tién von, tinh thém 161 cho nam t&i. Theo s sach, néu



vay 100 dong, t6i cudi nim dau thi phai trd 136 dong,
dat truong hop khong trd néi dong nao thi ta dién phai
lam to gidy no khac, xem nhu thi€u 184 dong. Va ct
nhuw vay ma tinh, néu khong tra ndi thi sau mudi nim,
s6 ng 100 dong sé thanh 2.164 dong.

V& lda 4n, tinh 10i mot trdim phan trim, vay mot
gia t&i moa trd hai gia. Cing theo cach tinh ng, néu
nim thtt nhat vay mot gia ma ctt khong tra ndi, nim
nay qua nam khac, thi t&i ndm tht muoi s€ dé ra cong
no... 1.024 gia.

Gio6i dién chl thira biét d6 1a kiéu cho vay cit cd,
bat nhan that dic nhung ho wa dung vi d6 1a cach lam
giau mau le nhat. Thinh thoang, ho t6 ra mém déo dé
gilt nguoi td dién & lai v6i ho, nhu hily no nim that mua
ching han. Néu ho thdy ta dién con stic luc, con chiu
lam 4n thi ct cho vay thém chiit it dé ta dién khong
dén ndi cung quén, phai bd tron di xit khac. Noi 1a hay
no, trong thyc t€ chi 1a hity bd phan nao so tién 10i qua
dang noi trén ma thoi.

Muén khén dat, mé rong dién tich canh tdc, thém lda
xuét cang thi phai ddm bao doi song va an ninh t6i thiéu
cho ngudi sén suét. Thuc dan va dién chi ciing bi€t nhuw
vay nhung vi quyén loi ich ky ctia ching, chiing van tim
moi cach boc 16t tham t& ngudi ndong dan. Phap lap ra
Ngan hang canh nong, nhung thuc t&€, ngudi dugc vay
khong phai 1a nguoi sdn xuat ma 1a dién chii. Dién cht
ma vay duoc ciia ngan hang, hay ctia ngudi Hoa hodc
ngudi An, thi dem cho vay lai v6i gid cit ¢8 hon. Nguoi
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nong dan ta dién chiu may tang boc 16t, co cuc khong
sao ké xiét. Ta c6 thé noéi khong so sai ring: trong 1am
lda clia dién chd, chi c6 chimg mot phan ba 1a dia o,
con hai phan ba 1a tién 161 véi gid cao. Vi vdy ma nhiéu
tay phi ho & ca Tién Giang 1an Hau Giang khong thich
dimg tén bo dat voi dién tich rong 16n: rudng nhiéu kho
quan ly, sau nay chia gia tai thém ric roi, tranh gianh
gitta con chdu, chi bing chon sim mot it ruong tot, dé
danh tién cho vay lda, cho vay bac, l1am giau mau ma
kin ddo hon.

Phap luét trong tay thuc dan va phong kién, ngudi
nong dan ta dién hau nhu chi con mot 16i thoat 1a giut
ng, bo xi, tron qua vung khac, ti€p tuc cudc song khong
ngay mai. Trong canh b& tic d6, nhiéu nguoi tim dip
may trong c¢ bac, tim lang quén trong rugu che, tim
sw giai thodt tinh than trong dao gido, tu hanh, cho hoi
Long Hoa, cho con déi doi!

Lam rudng muén, gidp nidm tring mua, nguoi td dién
chi dd 4n chimg ba thang, khong hon. Roéi lai vay no.
Nha ctia ho thuong 1a nha choi xiéu veo, tam bg, chung
quanh khong cay trdi gi. Cai nha nhu vay, khi can bd
tron, khong c6 gi luyén ti€c. Con em ho dn & thi€u vé
sinh t&i thiéu, néi chi dén hoc hanh.

Hoi Phap méi dén, sach cii da ghi truomg hop mot
cau trai 18 tudi, & do hon 6 nim vi cha me da muon
100 quan (40 dong), th€ ma vién cai téng van chua
chiu x6a mén no noéi trén. Mot chdu géi 8 tudi, cha
me vay 50 quan, con & do 6 ndm ma trir. Viéc & do



van con phd bién & nong thon cho dén Cach mang
Théang Tam.

Ché& dd mudn ban, ma Lé Quy Pon goi 1a “dién no”
van duoc tiép tuc duy tri. Nguoi & ban thuong khi an
phan tha thuong, doi khi dugce chd mua chudc cho dat
cat nha, doi song qua 1a cuc khd, con cdi 1on 1én lai &
do, gAm lai tinh canh di 1am ta dién ciing khong sung
suong gi hon.

Mot khi vi qua ng nan ma bd xu tron di, nguoi ta
dién lam rudng dao, roi chiéc xu6ng nat, che tam céin
choi, gip dién chl nao dé dai, cho vay it von 1am rudng
thi & t6i mua. Néu rudng tring nidm sau tiép tuc lam,
bing khong lai xudng xudng, qua viung khac. Nhiéu
khi, thtr chiém mot khoanh dit hoang vu chua ai tranh
chap, s6ng mot minh mot ¢di, thi du nhe Dong Thap
Muoi hay U Minh. O nhimg noi do, bt ca lam mim
cho gia dinh in thi d& nhung 1am v6i quy mo 16m dé
ban thi kho, vi khong tim ra mot s6 von kha 16m dé sim
dung cu va muén nhan cong. Cau nodi “trdi sanh voi,
troi sanh ¢d” ching qua dé tw an i ché khong thuc té.
ROt cude, ngudi lam dn mot minh mot ¢oi nhu vay ciing
danh phai quay vé véi xa hoi cii, nghia 1a cau khin voi
cha dién. Ciing c6 ngudi phiéu luu hon, chon hai dao
hoang vdng & vinh Xiém La, song dugc nho dam riy
khoai, bi, chuéi bén suon nii da, nghéu ngao véi con
cho, cay dom kim, chd ghe ddnh ca qua lai dat lién dé
ddi chac, mua gao. Khong tu ciing nhu tu: nhé nha, nhé
qué. Ta da hiéu duoc tai sao ban vong c6 duoc wa thich.
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Trir mot s8 it dién chii 1én c6 thé lyc nhd Phép,
phan dong dién chit & Nam Bo thuong 1a ding khong
vimg, ho bi bao vay bdi no nan ctia nguoi Hoa. Gip
ndm trding mua, lda c¢6 gia, doi song ho kha sung tuc,
tha hd da ga, da ca lia thia, c& bac. Ho du thoi gio, sdn
tién di Sai Gon - Chgy Lon, qua cac tinh lan can ma
tham ban be, ba con choi. Ho duoc co hoi doc sach
bao, truyén Tau. Nhiéu ngudi xuat than 1a cong chic,
lam quan, tich lily tién bac tau ruéng thanh dién ch,
ho quen véi quan phii, quan huyén (tir 1906, nguoi Viét
duoc Gy quyén cai tri mot quan). Hai quyén Nam Ky
phong tuc nhon vdt dién ca va Piéu c¢6 ha kim chi tdp
cta Nguyén Lién Phong in nim 1909 va 1925 da mo
ta lai tinh hinh ting tinh, gi¢i thiéu nhitng nhan vat tai
to mat 16n thoi bay gio, phan anh thai do lac quan cta
bon thyc dan va sy phong luu clia dién chi, cong chiic
sdm dat, sim ruong.

Cing trong khoang thdi gian ndi trén, thuc dan Phap
tam so két tinh hinh, in ra dia phuong chi (monographie)
timg dia phuong. Nam Ky tam thoi 6n dinh dudi s cai
tri thuc dan Phép, v6i ting 16p dién chti méi, voi hé
thong cong chitc méi, dat ruong md rong, gia la trén
thi truong qudc t€ thuén lgi.

*

* 3k

Vai nguoi Phap nhu Yves Henry va Paul Bernard da
lya mot s6 vang dién hinh & mién Dong, Tién Giang va



Hau Giang, diéu tra vé doi song va thau nhap cla cac
tang 16p nhan dan thoi 1930 nhu sau:

Pién chii: Cho mudn rudng 1y dia to, c6 thé thau
hoach t¢i 30 - 47 gia lia mot héc-ta, chua ké tién 1oi
cho ta dién vay (vay tién va vay lda), lai con tién va
lia cho muén trau bo. Néu b6t dn xai, séng tién tan,
c6 thé 1an ho6i sdm thém rudng dit, mé rong co nghiép.

Trung néng: Lam chi mot hai héc-ta rudng, trong
gia dinh v6i ba lao dong chinh, khong thi€u no thi cé
thé dr mdi nidm tir 20 t6i 47 gia mbi héc-ta. Mbi gia
thoi do gida mot dong bac Pong Duong.

Td dién: Khong con du gi cd sau moi mua, néu du
ciing 1a rat it, trir truong hop c6 chit dinh von, canh tac
vung dat tot. Ndm nao tring mua hoa ching tra duoc
ng trong nam dé. Ho song rit nghéo.

Ciing theo nhiing thong ké ctia Phap, trén toan Dong
Duong chimg 6.690 nguoi c6 dién san tir 50 héc-ta trdy
1én, tam goi 1a dién chii 16m, rieng & Nam Ky da chiém
t6i 6.300 nguoi. Béi vay, Nam Ky 1a noi tap trung dién
chit 16m ca nude va ctia ca Pong Duong.

S6 nguoi thuong duoc goi 1a “giau”, ké ca thuong gia
Hoa, trén toan Dong Duong phéng dinh chimg 9.000 nguoi
thi & Nam Ky hét 8.000 (con lai 500 & Bic, 100 & Trung,
400 & Campuchia). Nam 1951, nguoi ta uéc luong thau
nhap binh quan ctia mot gia dinh nguoi Au hing nim la
5.000 dong, trong khi nha giau “bén xi” va ngudi Hoa dat
t6i 6.000 dong. Nghia 1a dién chii 16n va thuong gia lom c6
thé c6 miic s6ng cao hon cong chiic, quan lai nguoi Au.
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Gi6i trung luu ngudi Viét (dién chda, cong chic
nho, thuong gia nho, tiéu chd...) thiau nhap binh quan
170 ddng & Nam Ky (160 dong & Béc Ky va 170 dong
& Campuchia).

Nhitng thong ké trén kho c6 thé coi 1a chinh xac
nhung du sao né ciing cho ta mot khdi niém vé sy
phan hoa giai cép, chénh léch thu nhap trong xa hoi
thoi bay gio.

Liic d6, trong khi ngudi ngoai quéc (Au, An, Hoa...)
ndm hét moi giéng mdi thuong mai, cong nghiép, tai
chinh thi con duong lam giau nhanh nhat van 1a khin
dat 1am dién cht, nho vao thé lyc ctia Phap ma séng
an nhan. Nhiéu nguoi Viét ¢6 hoc, lam quan ciing lo
tau rudng, 1ap vuon phong khi tudi gia huu tri vé qué
dudng ldo.

Nhung nhu trén da noéi, khi cudc séng 1& thudc vao
tai chanh ctia nguoi Hoa, thi dién chd nguoi Viét khong
dé ty do 1am giau nhu y.

Gidi dién chii, cong chitc ngudi Viét - ho thuong co
quan hé v6i nhau - & Miét Vuon da thay van dé can dit
ra, ho khong muén vira bi Phép cai tri, lai thém tw ban
Hoa, An chen ép.

Tuan bao Nong Cé min dam ra doi, s6 1 ngay
1-8-1901, néu ton chi la ban vé canh néng va thuong
maii, nhung ngay trong sd ra mit, lai ghi thém nganh



k¥ nghé “chi muén cho nguoi bén qudc c6 k§ nghé va
thuong mai dang lam cho hiép v6i nguoi Khach va nguoi
Thién Trudc” (tdc nguoi Hoa va nguoi An).

Giay phép do Toan quyén Pong Duong (lic bay
gio goi Téng thong Pong Duong) 1a Paul Doumer ky.
Dung tén xin 1a Canavaggio, mot nguoi Phép, c6 chan
trong Hoi dong thanh phd Sai Gon, thich kinh doanh
nhiéu nganh, tir khan dat 1am rudng téi chin nudi trau
bo, tr mua ban mudi (1ap kho & Cau Mudi ngay nay)
dén nuoi tim. Chi bit Lwong Khic Ninh, mot cong
chiic nhd & Bén Tre, hoc chit Nho roi hoc chir Phap,
khong d6 dat nhung hoat bat, lam Hoi dong quan hat.
Luong Khic Ninh da néi thing 1a chdng bon mai ban
(nguoi Hoa), chong bon cho vay (ngudi Chetty, An):
“Ngudi nude ta nhu con trau map bi ldy bon chan, ding
gitta dong, trén thi dang ning dim mua, dudi thi chon
bon chan dudi nuede va bun”, ¢t duing tai chd li€m lap
cd cun, dia hit mau, “h& rit cdng nay, 14y cing kia”,
chi biét “huoi simg queo, vay dudi cun, chd chét” (s6
46, 10-7-1902). Tac gia 1én an chanh siach b& quan
tda cang thoi cyu trao, ching cho thong thuong cing
ngoai qudc “dy do6 cho nén, viéc mau dich héa ra nhd
hep. Nguoi thi lo ma dua vinh hién chén quyén mon,
con ké lai vui thd canh dién ty lac. B&i vay cho nén
ching ai con c6 chi chiéu thuong 1ap bn” (s6 6, ngay
5-9-1901). V& kinh doanh, nguoi Viét bdy lau lam
viéc nhd, chzzlng qua 1a “budn bén trau cau, c4 thit,
déo chuoi cay, dong ciii chén”. Nguoi dién chi giau

o
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thi lo gitr tién dé dudng gia, dn choi cho vui, khong
dam han 1am #n vi s¢ 10 v6n, cho vay s¢o mit cda, di
buon lai s¢ bdi, s¢ cudp, rét cudc chi tdu rudng cho
mudn, nhung néu tinh toan k¥ thi thay tau rudng cho
mudn thu lgi tic vira cham vira it, da khong di 4n ma
von cttr mon dan, khong khéo lai phai ban rudng (s
24, ngay 16-1-1902).

Dbai voi nong dan va 16p ngheéo thanh thi, to bao
khuyén nén canh gidc: “thoi xwa, lia ban ba tién mot
gia, 1am mu6n ba tién mot ngay, dd mua mot gia lda
nhung khong ai giau; bay gid lia ban gan tdm cic (cic
= 10 xu) mot gia, 1am muén mot ngay ba cic, mua
dugc hon phan ba gia lda, cling khong ai d6i. Nhung
néu khong lo xa, ngay kia s& do6i. Ngudi Hoa m& 10
gach, trai cwa, lam cong cho ho thi dan 6ng dugc bon
cdc, dan ba hai cic, rot cudc lam giau cho chid 16 ma
thoi. Nguoi nao nghéo ma thich lam an ty do, 1én
rimg d6n cli mdi ngay ban dugc bon cic, nhung s&
phi chuyén chd hét mot nira. Dip Tét, nguoi Viét lai
quen xai qua trén”.

Khi Néng Co min dam néi “thoi xua” 1la y ndi thoi
nha Nguyén, va néi “bay gid” tic 1a néi vao khoing
dau thé ky nay. Luong Khic Ninh va nhitng ngudi chi
truong t& bdo muon khuyén khich gidi hiru sdn nguoi
Viét kinh doanh cong, thwong nghiép hon la chi biét lo
tau ruong dé cho mudn, nhung nhimng 16i kéu goi nay
khong thé dem lai hiéu qua, vi hau hét giéng méi kinh
t€ - tai chanh déu da ndm gon trong tay ngudi nudc
ngoai, khong Phép thi Hoa, An.



Danh sich nhitng nha may xay 16n thoi bay gio
cho thdy ro rang thé€ luc cta thuc dan Phédp va tu san
nguoi Hoa:

- Rizerie saigonnaise ctia Cong ty Denis Freres (dat
& Khanh Hoi).

- Rizerie de I’Union ctia Cong ty Speidel (nguoi Duc).

Riéng phan nguoi Hoa, da co:

- Van Ich Nguyén ctia Ta Ma Nhon.

- Thing Nguyén (Sen Guan) ctia Ngd Chung Hodn.

- Quang Hong Thanh (Kian Hong Seng) cua
Khuu Tuyét.

- Van Thuan An (Ban Soan An) con goi Dit Nguyén
ctia Ong Ca Tiong.

- Nam Long (Van Xuwong Nguyén) ciia Luu Luc.

Hau hét nha may la ctia nguoi Hoa. Nam 1898, cong
suat clia bay nha mdy & Cho Lén mdi ngay c6 thé xay
96.400 ta lda (ta = 68kg) ra 44.000 ta gao lut va 24.200
ta gao tring.

Sai Gon vao nam ay rong khoang 780 héc-ta véi dan
s6 duoc ké khai nhu sau:

- Nguoi Phép (khong ké quan doi)  2.500

- Nguoi Au ngoai Phap 182
- Nguodi An quéc tich Phép 405
- Nguoi Viét 16.497
- Nguoi Hoa 13.113
- Nguoi Ma Lai 164
- Ngudi An 505

- Nguoi Ta-gan (Ma-ni) 77
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- Nguoi Nhut 98

- Nguoi Khome 58

Loi tic lua gao lot vao tay thyc dan Phap, thuong
gia nguoi Au, chii no nguoi An va thwong gia nguoi
Hoa. Giéi dién cht Viét buc tic, nhung khong c6 von,
khong biét td chitc dé kinh doanh 16n. Mdi nha may
xay xat ké trén, xay dung vao nhitng nim 1893-1895,
tri gid tr 5 dén 600.000 déng (so voi gid lia 8 cdc
mot gia, gid lkg 4 phién ban si cla nha nudc 1a 56
dong, mot chi€c xe bo cho muén mot ngay 1 dong,
ngan sach ctia tinh Thit Dau Mot hing nim chi thau
dugc khodng 160.000 dong). Nong Cé min dam kéu
goi ngudi Viét huin von 14p kho phia Hau Giang mua
chan khong cho Iia vé Chg Lén, 1ap hang budn, hoc
thém vé k& toan. Nhung sy viéc khong tién trién duoc
vi thi€u nguoi cAm dau. Rot cudce bai vé ding trong
Nong C& lai ndng phan gidi tri, vdn chuwong voi tho
bat cu, truyén dich Tam qudc, Kim cé ky quan. Hodc
cich lya noi (ga choi), lua ngua hay. C6 gia tri chiang
1a nhitng bai néu kinh nghiém trong dua, trong tre,
trong dua hau, du dd dau, trédng dau nudi tim. Pic
biét didng bai trao ddi kinh nghiém lam rudng, phan
biét dat tot xau (dat giong, dat rAy, dit ba hem, dat
boi). Va kinh nghiém lam “rudng dong”, noi dat phat
(khong cay) phia Soc Tring; dat nay, néu cay roi cdy
thi 14 nhiéu, khong ra hot, mudn stra chita phai dudi
cho trau vao rudng, trau an bét 1a lia, dam cho goc
lda gdy, nga rap, nhd vay mdt bui lda nay ra hai ba



bui, mot cong dat gip thoi ti€t thuan loi thu hoach 25
dén 27 gia (hon 5 tan mdi héc-ta, khong bon phan).

Nong C6 ra hang tuan, it trang, khong nhay bén vé
thoi sy, khong dam truc ti€p cong kich nguoi Phap, doi
doc 1ap, dau 1a v6i hinh thic thap. Trong nim dau, doc
gid ding ky mua thuong truc hon 300 nguoi, tra tién
that sy hon 100, phan 16n 1a cai téng, phé tdng, dién
chd, huong chitc lang va cong chiic.

T 9-10-1906 (s6 260) Nong Co giao cho Tran Chanh
Chiéu lam cha but. Ndm sau, lai thém t& Luc Tinh tdn
véin, ra mit vao thang 11-1907, nguoi xin ra bdo la Pierre
Jeantet, cong chitc Phédp. Vao thoi ky cao do, ndm 1908,
Tran Chéanh Chié&u chi huy hai to tudn bdo noi trén, cho
dén ngay bi bit.

Nim 1909 dénh diu sy phon thinh nong nghiép phia
Hau Giang. Tran Chanh Chiéu thit vong, nhung kha
dong dién chii vin con mo wdc phat trién cong viec 1am
an, trong vong hop phép. To Nam Ky dia phdn (Semaine
religierse) ra mit vao cudi nim 1908 d€ phd bién dao
ly Thién Chua, phong hoa, ba nghé¢, vin tin (vén tin,
theo nghia tin tic), véi quan niém “cudc thuong mai
16m hon cac nghé” nhung quanh quén chi 1a day trong
cau, thudc 14, nuodi ga, nudi bo, md tiém buon tap hoa &
Cau Kho, 1ap chanh trir Ida & Tra Vinh! Gi6i dién cht
va huong chitc Can Tho hudng tng cudc chung thiy
luc (ghe két hoa, dot dén sang, trinh bay am nhac, tha
1énh bénh trén so6ng), ngay sau ngay Tét, by tdng co
mit. Vai thang sau, lang Nhon Ai (phat dat nho dao
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kinh Xa No) dn 1€ khanh tang (khanh thanh) dinh lang,
x4y cdt ton 12 ngan dong, budi I t6n thém 3 ngan dong
(gia lda hon 1 déng mot gia). Hé thong kinh dao Nga
By tam hoan chinh, nhiéu nguoi dang gianh cét cho,
ciing nim 4y, hoi dong quan hat Nam Ky chuin y cho
ngudi Phdp khin thém nhiéu manh dat t6t (Grét-xi-€,
La-bach...)

Du 4m phong trao Duy Tan & Nam Ky chua tit hin,
mic dau gidc mo quan chi 1ap hién khong thanh, viéc
cau vién quan sy tir Nhat da 1a 4o tudng. Mot so dién
chii, nhan si & noi phong trao trudc kia phat trién manh
nhu Vinh Long (Ba Keé, Tam Binh), Tra Vinh (Can Long,
Cau Ngang), My Tho, Sa Déc (Cao Lanh) van buc tuc.
Nim 1913, Cuong D€ bi mat dén viéng co sd cii, duoc
don ti€p nong hau.

Tang 16p dai dién chi Nam Ky da dau hang, thidu
ty tin, khong dt kha ning chuyén minh dé trd thanh
tu san dan tdc. Stc ép cla thuc dan Phap va gidi mai
ban qua ning né. Phong trao khong 16i cudén da s6
nong dan.

Trong nhitng nim chién tranh Thé giGi thit nhat,
mién Hau Giang dao thém kinh Quan Lo, dua thing
lda gao tr Ca Mau 1én Nga Béy, Phung Hiép rdi dén
Tra On, nhanh hon ldc trude, kinh nay dai 86 ki-16-mét,
x6i 11.372.000 mét khai dat, dat rudong mé thém bén



bo kinh, 1an hoi 1ap mot quan méi; quan Phuéc Long,
thudc tinh Rach Gia.

Gio6i dién cht dong gop kha cao, & K& Sach (Soc
Tring), c6 nguodi quyén cho qudc trai dén 40.000 dong.
Nim 1918, Soc Tring ding dau toan Nam Ky. Nhiéu
dién chd cét nha 16m, ngay trong thoi ky chién tranh. O
Sai Gon, khu biét thy cia Hui Bon Hoa (chu Hda) cat
vao nim 1917. Lua sut gia, nhung mitc xuat khiu van
ting, tai cang Sai Gon:

1906 - 1910: 2.320.000 tin lda.

1911 - 1915: 2.840.000 tén lda.

1916 - 1920: 2.840.000 tén lda.

Niam 1917, mot to bdo tinh ra doi: An Ha nhut bdo,
tai Can Tho, bdy gid goi thi d6 mién Tay (An Ha,
tén tinh xwa, An Giang va Ha Tién). Cing nidm nay,
vién chi but An Ha nhut bdo xay dung truong trung
hoc tw thuc, véi ky tic x4 danh cho hoc sinh trai, gai.
Nam 1919, phét khéi & tinh ly va Sai Gon phong trao
“tdy chay Si-noa” nhung chi 1a khiu hiéu, nhu Itra rom.
Nim 1913, My Tho thanh 14p Canh ndéng twong t€ hoi
(Syndicat agricole) néi la dé giip nha nong vay nhe
161, thodt nan “Chét Cha”, 1an luot cac tinh déu t§ chirc
nhimg hoi twong tw, nhung nguoi duoc vay qua it, diéu
kién lai kho khan.

Cudi ndm 1918, Pham Quynh vao Nam, gip gidi
dién chd, quan lai, trong loat bai Mot thdng ¢ Nam
Ky mo ta “nhitng nha cai téng giau dé€n mot minh co
may cai xe hoi di trén b, may cdi tau may chay dudi
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nudc, nha nhu 1au dai, khong dinh ong tdng ddc nao
bing, cich dn & cuc ky xa xi phong luu, mit khong
trong thay khong thé nao tudng tuong duoc. Bao nhiéu
su giau c6 do6 chi bdi ruong dat t6t ma thoi, khong
phai bdi tay 4o ngudi xao hoat ma lam nén. Vi thuong
nhitng nguoi giau dit nhw th€ khong phai co ti€ng la
thong minh tri thic gi, nhiéu nguoi lai ngu ngdc ma
néi danh”. Pién cht 16m 1a “luc dia ti€u than tién”.
Thiét twdng sudt nuéc Nam, tir Nam chi Béc, khong
c6 hang ngudi nao suéng bing bon dién chi lon &
Nam Ky”. i tau thay tt My Tho di Sa Péc, cay xanh
mudt, “dat & b song nay dé cay cdy nén khong may
chd bd hoang”. V& Sai Gon, Pham Quynh lai di mién
Pong xem don dién cao su, 6ng ta khong thay hao
hing, chot nghi ring ngudi 1am quan duoc bd nhiém
& mién Pong khong duoc “t6t bong” bing mién Hau
Giang: “Oi, tiéng tham nhiing & dau ciing da thanh
cai thanh danh riéng ctia bon quan lai vay”. Dén Che
Lén choi, ong ta than thé ring nguoi Hoa kiéu da “lap
thanh hdn mot tinh riéng cia minh”.

Pham Quynh vao Nam dé thr gieo ric tw tudng
“Phép - Viét dé hué”, dugc mot s6 quan lai dong y
trén nguyén tic chung chung. Qua bai bdo, thiy ong
ta mang nhiéu mic cadm, vira tu ton, vira tu ti, ganh ti
voi dién chi 16n trong Nam. Ngoai ra, nhu da néi, bai
bdo khong mot chit nao néi dén doi song nong dan, ta
dién, khong thiy ti dén cin nha 14 nao, chi 1a “tiéng
hat duéi do, giong ca trén bén”. That ra, giéi dién cht



16n & Hau Giang khong ngu ngdc ma néi danh nhu dng
ta nhan xét. Ho khon ngoan, 1dm thi doan, mic du ho
khong biét chir nho, ho no6i chuyén khong vin hoa,
khong hi€u luan 1y Khéng - Manh clng nhitng nghi 1&
thoi phong kién.

Mot trong nhimg don bay khién dit dai md rong dién
tich that nhanh, gidi dién chi in choi dé& dang, cat nha
cao ctta rong la vay no dai han. Gidi lam ap phe vay
no dé khan dat, trd thanh dién chd. Vai con s6 lam chi
dan. Tinh trong khoéng 1926 - 1930, giGi x4 - tri nguoi
An cho vay ra 50 triéu dong, ndm 1930 céc ngan hang
Phép cho vay ra 40 triéu dong, gitta nguoi Viét cho vay
qua lai 25 triéu dong. Tinh d€n nam 1931, binh quan
mdi héc-ta dit cla gidi dién chd trung khan c6 kém
theo 83 ddng bac no. Tir nim 1900 dén 1930, gi6i cho
vay An kidu thau loi 82 triéu ddng, ho chuyén vé x&
43 triéu, tai dau tw 40 triéu, binh quin trong mot nim
binh thuong ho thau 16i 2 triéu. Gidi mai ban thuong
gia nguoi Hoa chuyén mua ban Ida gao, binh quan mdi
nam dua vé xt tir 5 dén 6 triéu dong. Cdc cong ty clia
Phép dua vé xit udc lugng tir 13 dén non 20 triéu dong,
toan Pong Duong.

Ta c6 hinh 4nh cu thé ngudi dién chi thoi ay. Trir
mot s6 it dugc theo Tay hoc, lam cong chic (tir tho
ky thi tuyén 1én huyén, phii) wa mic Au phuc, con dai
da s6 (ludén ca nguoi theo Tay hoc) thich xuét hién,
in tiéc, chup anh v6i cdi khian dong, 4o dai den, quan
tring, di giay ham &ch, tay chdng ba-ton, dé rau trai au
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vudt sdp; gidi quan quyén mic 4o dai lua xanh, théu
chwr tho, mang giay ba budc day. Pay la budc cai cach
so voi thoi Phap méi dén, khi ma cai téng wa mic 4o
s0, bit khin nhiéu do, che du luc soan, ban quan nhiéu
nguyét bach, diu doi noén ngua, tay cAm quat 16ng, c6
dtra bé theo hau.

Phai doi dén thé hé sau, tr ndim 1924 dén 1940,
phong trao dua con qua Phap méi phd bién trong gidi
dién chli; voi bon hodc 5.000 gia Iia mdi ndm thi mot
dita hoc dé dang, twong d6i da tién nghi, lda Ay thau
nho khoang 300 héc-ta rudng, cho ta dién muon, cho
vay thém Iy 10i.



9 KINH DOANH
CUA THUC DAN PHAP

PAU THE KY XX, THOI VANG SON, NAO NHIET,
an choi thong dong ctia thyc dan Phap & Pong Duong
va cdc nuodc d€ quoc & Vién Dong.

Thuong gia ngudi Anh, Dic, My, Thuy Si dén Sai
Gon tit budi dau da dit Toa lanh sw. Pén trude chién
tranh Thé gi¢i thi nhat, ngudi Dic dau tw & Sai Gon chi
thua nguoi Anh, ding trén nguoi Phap (& nghia trang
danh cho nguoi Au & Sai Gon, trong khoing thoi gian
1860-1870, md clia nguoi Dirc gan bing s6 mo cla
nguoi Phap dan suy).

Nho vi tri thuan lgi & Vién Dong, Sai Gon goi sy
hiéu ky ctia nhiéu du khach phuong TAy mudn tim chd
an choi. Nam 1891, thai t& Nga Nicolas (sau nay tr&
thanh Sa hoang Nicolas I1) dugc quan chitc Sai Gon bay
ra cudc dan canh & Thi Dau Mot: hwou nai chay ra, théi




SONNAM

DAT
GIA DINH
XUA

t&r tha hd sin ban. Thai t& Dan Mach 1a Valdemar thich
sin ban, dén choi ndm 1900, trudc khi vé con duoc moi
cht tri 1€ khanh thanh Nha Hat Tay (nay 1a Nha Hat
16n) & Sai Gon. Nhung in choi ndi danh 1a hoang ti
Henri d’Orléans va cong tudc De Montpensier. Hoang
tt Henri d’Orléans thich 1&€n vung cao nguyén tham
hiém, tim hiéu tap tuc cac dan toc it ngudi, nhung dau
gan, chét lic chua diy 30 tudi tai Sai Gon. Cong tudc
De Montpensier hing nim dén mua ning thi qua sin
bin & Tha Dic va Di An, bdy gid con nhiéu khu rimg
hoang véng. Cong tudc thich sin voi, sdn trau rimg, cit
“lau 6ng Hoang” tai Phan Thiét, dang 6-t6 di tan dén
Ang-co theo duong rimg... Vin si Pierre Loti ghé Sai
Gon dé 1én dén Ang-co. Nam 1901, dudi mét nha vin
nay, Sai Gon ngot ngat, oi bic vi mua dam, cay c6i moc
qua ram rap bén duong.

D& d6i ph6 voi khi hau nhiét d6i, nguodi Anh da lap
vai noi nghi mat sat chan day Himalaya, ngudi Hoa Lan
1ap khu Béan-dung & dao Java, ngudi My chon Ba-ghi-6
& Phi Luat Tan. Bac si Yersin tham sat viing cao nguyén
Trung B9 tir 1892 - 1893 dé nghi chinh trang khu nghi
ngoi Pa Lat; vao khoang 1902, thir trong ci bip, ca
chua, a-ti-s0, cay 0-liu, nho, v&i dién tich hon 16 héc-ta.

Néu vé nha mdy xay xat, nguoi Phéap chiu thua nguoi
Hoa thi tai Sai Gon, nguoi Phédp thau loi to voi duong
xe Ita (sau chay véi suc dién) va tau chay duong song.

Tir 1872, nho von ngan hang Anh & Singapore, Cong
ty tau thiy thanh hinh, chay duong Sai Gon, My Tho,



Vinh Long, Chau D6c, Phnom Pénh. Lan dau tién, mot
chiéc tau do c6 ting mua tir Huong Cang xuét hién.
Cong ty tau thay lap S& stta chita & Tha Thiém, xi
nghiép tw nhan CARIC (chi ding sau S& Ba Son ciia
Nha nuéce). Chanh phi trg cdp cho thau nhimg dich vu
vé buu chinh, chuyén ché. Cong ty nay dén nam 1882
lai sang nhuong, thanh 14p cong ty khac, véi quy mo
rong, dung dau la tén J.Rueff, do ngan hang Kohn de
Reinach tai trg, m& chi nhanh tin Xiém, nhd dé bon “co
tau” dé lam giau v6i nghé buodn 4 phién 1au, lyc luong
g6m 28 chiéc 16n (trong tai tir 300 d€n 500 tan), mot s&
nhé hon (khoang 50 tin), chay tan Bién HO va mién Ha
Lao, ky thém giao kéo voi Campuchia va Lao dé chd
thu tir, vat lieu v6i diéu kién c6 1¢i to (ta goi tau Nam
Vang, tau My (My Tho), tau Luc Tinh, Messageried
fluviales de Cochinchine):

* Tuyén Dong Bdc:

- T Sai Gon di Tht Dau Mot, Bién Hoa, Viing Tau,
Ba Ria, Tay Ninh (qua Go Cong, Bén Liic, Trang Bang).

- Tan An di Go Cong.

- Tan An di Go Béc Chién, Hung Nguyén, Soai
Riéng.

* Tie Tuyén Hdu Giang:

- Ttr Phndm Pénh di Ba Nam, Chau Padc; tai Chau
bdc ¢6 tau xudng Soc Tring, Pai Ngai.

* Tuyén Campuchia:

- Tt Sai Gon di Bén Chua, My Tho, Cai Be, Vinh
Long, Sa Péc, Cai Tau Thuong, Chg Thi, Tan Chau,

o
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Vinh Xuong, Vinh Loi, Ba Nam, Phndm Pénh, rdi sang
tau, di Bic-Tam-Bing.

* Tuyén Bdc-Tam-Bdng:

- Twr Sai Gon di Phndém Pénh, Com-pong Ludng,
Com-pong Xning, Puot Xat, Xiém Rép (vao dén Ang-
c0), Bdc-Tam-Bing (dudng nay chi chay vao mua nudc
ndi, tir thang 7 dén thang 1).

* Tuyén Hdu Giang va chi nhdnh:

- Tw Sai Gon di My Tho.

- T My Tho di Cai Be, Vinh Long, Sa Péc, ghé
Cu Lao Giéng (tily chuyén, khong bit budc), Chau Déc,
Long Xuyén, Lai Vung, Can Tho, Tra On, Séc Tring,
rdi vé My Tho, Sai Gon.

- T My Tho di Sai Gon.

C6 nhiing chuyén phu tir My Tho di Céi Be, Vinh
Long, Sa Déc ngay sau khi xe Itra Sai Gon vira dé€n ga
My Tho.

- Tuyén My Tho khdi hanh ngay sau khi tau thiy
tir Sai Gon dén dé chay ti€p qua Cho Lach, Bén Tre,
Tra Vinh.

- Tuyén tr Dai Ngdi don hanh khach tir Sai Gon
dén dé di Cai Quanh, Bai Xau (Soc Tréng), Bac Liéu.

* Tuyén My Tho, Pai Ngai, Cho Ldach, Mang Thit,
Cdn Tho:

- Tt My Tho di Chg Lach, Mang Thit, Cai Nhum,
Ba Ke, Tra Ludc, Can Tho, Dai Ngii.

- Tir Pai Ngai di Can Tho, Tra On, Tra Luoc, Ba
Ke, Cai Nhum, Mang Thit, Chg Lach, My Tho.



- Tuyén Song Lon (Grand Fleuve), goi Song lon la
phdn ciia Cvu Long tie Phném Pénh tré lén Lao.

- Tor Phnom Pénh di kra Ché, Stung Treng.

Trén day 1a hanh trinh nam 1899, liic chua c6 kinh
Xa No, ving dat gitta Can Tho, Long Xuyén va vinh
Xiém La chua khai ph4; Rach Gia, Ca Mau chua dinh
hinh. Tt Rach Gia chi c6 tau nho ctia nha nudce chay
mdi tudn mot 1an qua Long Xuyén, theo kinh Nui Sap
(Thoai Ha). Lan hdi, nhitng tuyén ving ddng bing mé&
rong, thém nhiéu bén. Dén khodng 1923-1924, Cong
ty duong song nay khong con dugc wu tién nhu trudce.
Song song véi tau clia cong ty Phap, nguoi Hoa ciing
sdm tau, r4o riét canh tranh d€ rdi dén nhitng nim gan
1930, lai thing thé.

Puong bd voi xe 0-t6 khach phat trién tir sau chién
tranh. Thé gi¢i thir nhat, nhung mai vé sau, duong thiy
van con uu thé. Lia gao, bo thit tir Campuchia ban ra
nudc ngoai, qua cang Sai Gon van nho vao duong thiy.

Nganh tau thiy st dung kha dong cong nhan coi lai,
chum 10, chat cii sdn & mdi bén dé chum nodi hoi nude.
Binh quan, mdi tuin c6 hai ba chuyén tau qua lai, nhimg
bén & hai bo song Tién va song Hau ron rip 1én, thu hit
nhiéu dich vy, nhat 1a vao dém. Nho song Ciu Long,
Nam B6 va nuéc Campuchia gin b6 hitu co véi nhau,
vi tit yéu dia ly, lich st. Ca dao nhéc lai nhimg chuyén
tau Nam Vang da phd bién, nguoi gan bién gi¢i thuong
qua lai: ngoai nghé lam cong cho gi6¢i thau danh cd &
Bién HO, con nghé mua bén trau bo, ban ghe thuyén,
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phon thinh nhit & Ta Keo. Trau bo dua vé mién Hau
Giang lam stic kéo; ghe déng bang gb tot, tan dung wu
thé clia timg sic mot; be vanh va con luon bing cy sao,
be mé bing cay dau long; cong, da, then, mui kéo bing
cidm xe, ca chit. Va nhiéu lai ghe luom (doc moc) bing
cay sao, dem tir Lao, goi ghe Lao.

*

* %

Hoi moi dén, ngudi Phap thir tim nhimg kha ning
thau loi nhanh chéng: trdng cay ndong nghiép, chin nuoi.
Dat dai sén trong tay, nhan cong gia ré mat, vai tay thuc
dan doi cho ngudi Hoa di cu that nhiéu vao Nam Ky
dé€ khdi lo vé an ninh nhu truong hop thau dung nhan
cong nguoi Viét.

Tiéu san xudt nhiéu tr Campuchia, dic biét ving
Kampot, thuong gia Phap thau mua, chd vé. Vuon tiéu
duogc thr nghiém trén qui mo6 1é6n & Hon Chong, dao
Phu Qudc, thuan lgi vé dit dai, khi hau, nhung 14n hoi
pha sén vi khong biét quan 1y nhan cong. Vuon tiéu &
Ba Ria ciing chung s6 phan.

Vung ndi thanh Sai Gon con nhd hep, nha nude
khuyén khich trung khan dat ngoai 6 d€ 1ap nhimg don
dién nho trong cay cong nghiép va chin nudi, nhe vé
chuyén ché, dong thoi dé kiém soat: ving Hoa Hung,
Phii Tho, Chi Hoa. Vung dat trong pham vi dai don Phu
Tho cii (Chi Hoa) chia timg 16 tir 20 dén 30 héc-ta, ban
ré, c6 thé trd gép. Mua dat toan 1a nguoi Phap, nguoi



Au: Hy vong sé mé nong trai. Nam 1864, khoang 200
nguoi An song voi nghé nudi bo, ddnh xe ngua; nguoi
Hoa kiéu thich mua ban, ngudi Viét hdi cu séng tap
trung & mé rach Thi Nghe va viing Cau Ong Lanh ma
thoi. Ciing nim 1864, tai nén dat Thao Cam Vién ngay
nay, nha nuéc 1ap vuon wong cay giong, trude tién 1a mit
va cau d€ ban lai nhung ching ai mua. Lai thi nghiém
ciy ca phé, nim 1871, ban ra 25.000 goc cho ngudi
Au lap don dién. Viéc tao ngua giong xiic tién tir nim
1864, tai khodnh dét sau la thanh O-ma, sit Sai Gon
nhidm tan dung khu dat rong phia duong Nguyén Thi
Minh Khai va Ly Théi T ngay nay. Ngwa géc Mani,
A Rap va bo sira 1an hdi binh hoan réi chét; lai trong
mot héc-ta lda, giong Mién Dién nhung khong két qua.
Roi thir dua giong co tir My chau, trong dé nuodi ngua,
thém vai giong mia (nay hay con goi cd ngua, c6 Tay,
mia Tay...). Nong trai “O-ma” giai tan vi 16 von. Trau
bo tir trude khong can nuodi, mua tir Campuchia gia ré
hon. Nhung ngudi Phdp vin muén nudi bo nhim cung
cép thit va sira tuoi cho nguoi Au. Gidng triru dem tir A
Rap, tir mién Nam Trung Qudc khong song binh thuong
duoc. Phia tay khu vuc Ba Diém, ngudi Phap phat hién
vung dat dung va cé qué rong (vang Nhi Xuan ngay
nay), du dinh nu6i 280 con bo duc va 7.000 con bo cdi,
nhung xem ky thi thi€u nudc uong, thi€u cé vao mua
nang, lai con cop toi lui khudy roi.

Tir 1868, ban linh mién thué tir 33 d&én 70 phan trim
cho dat trong mia, trong dau nudi tdm, trong cham (dé
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nhuém). Nim 1865, dwa miu to lua Nam Ky va to lua
Bic Ky qua Lyon dé€ giam dinh, nhung bi danh gia thap.
Nim 1862, ban ra quy ché vé khai thac 1am san. Nidm
1869, 1ap mot doi tham sat hAm ma.

Nim 1865, 1ap Uy ban canh nong va ky nghé Nam
Ky (Comité agricole et industriel de Cochinchine), gdbm
cac si quan hai quan va cong chiic Phép. fIy ban ra noi
san, m& Hoi ch trién 1am Sai Gon trong nhimg nim
1866, 1867, 1874 gi6i thiéu san phdm ctia Nam Ky,
Campuchia, dong thoi khoa trrtong mdy méc ctia Tay
phuong. Lai con thim y gay stic ép v6i triéu dinh Hué.
Mady xay lda chay su6t ngay tai khu trién 1am cho dan
ching xem; 1an trién 1am dau tién, c6 moi Phan Thanh
Gian, bay gio dang 1a Kinh luoc cta ba tinh mién Tay.

Nhung trong giai doan nay, ngudi Phap chui y dén
ciy mia, bay gid thi truong chau Au va Phap dang khan
hi€m, dnh hudng do viéc phong no 1€ & dio Antilles
khi€n vuon mia & ddy thi€u nhon cong. Lai chi y dén
bong vai, dang khan hi€ém & My vi anh hudng cudc chién
Nam Bic phan tranh. Vé mia, nhiéu dot khai thic, 14y
viing Lac An (Bién Hoa) 1am thi diém nhung that bai
hoan toan: may moc dua dén, xay dung ton kém (von
ctia ngan hang Anh tir Hrong Cang), tién bac tng trudc
cho dan dia phuong bi mat sach. Dan trong mia & Bién
Hoa da quen ban mia cho nhimg 10 duong thii cong roi,
muon dep khong phai dé.

Cay cao su chua tré thanh nganh khai théac can thiét,
nim 1890 & chau Au méi bit dau thi nghiém dung mi
cao su ch& vo xe dap.



Truéc khi Phap dén, Ba Tri (Bén Tre), Tan Chau
(Chau Doc) da ndi danh voi nghé tim to. Dat giong &
Bén Tre, Tra Vinh da trong bong vai voi ning suat tot.
Mit yéu ciia nguoi Phap 1a kinh nghiém vé bong vai;
ho thir dem phd bién hot giong bong Ai Cap, bong My,
khong theo doi. Trong khi nguoi Viét dang can vai dé
lam mua, nude Phap chi c¢6 kha niang san xuat to lua ma
thoi. Vai 1a mit hang manh, do nguodi Anh nim, dua sang
Nam Ky theo dudng Singapore, Biang Coc. Dira trong
nhiéu & My Tho, Bén Tre nhung chua duoc cii ti€n vé
céach ép dau, nhu truong hop ép dau phong & Bién Hoa.
Nguoi Phap nghién cttu thir mé st & Long Thanh, ning
suat qua thap, khai thac tir doi Ty Pic. Lo gach phia
rach Lo GO6m ctia Hoa kiéu dat phdm chat tot. O Ha
Tién va gan ddy, bén dat Campuchia, tir 1867 da thanh
lap nhiéu 10 voi danh tiéng, tai nii Can Long, cung tng
cho xay cét (quen goi voi Can Long).

Viéc khai thong qua nuéc Campuchia dem nhiéu
nguon 1oi tir 1864. Bon kinh doanh phiéu luu di tham
bién gigi Lao, thir tim hdm md va mua ban vGi nha
vua Campuchia, chi y vao ngudn lgi ciy gb, dua vé
Sai Gon. By gio, rimg mién DPong chua duoc an ninh,
hing nam Sai Gon nhap khoang 30.000 tin gd, van xé&,
tir Singapore. Bon mai ban Chg Lén ciing tiép tay véi
thuc dan, 1én Phndm Pénh thau hoa - chi 4 phién, song
bac, thau xay cat dinh thy, cong s&. Lic thi truong bong
vai khan hi€ém trén toan th& giéi, c6 lic bon kinh doanh

nghi dén viéc thanh 1ap nha may can bong vai & mé
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song, duomg di Cho Lon, nhiam ché bién bong vai nhap
tr Campuchia nhung that bai. Ca kho, trau bo, nhat 1a
tiéu, dua vé cang Sai Gon xudt khau.

Ngoai trit nhitng nha may xay lia & Cho Lén, Sai
Gon thi khong c6 nganh kinh doanh tu nhan dang ké.
Nha may duong thanh 1ap & Bién Hoa tir ndm 1870,
thay chi ba lan trong ba nim rdi ngung, vi dit cai cay
trudc con trau, chua di mia da 1ap nha may. Nha may
ruou bia 1ap nim 1874 hoat dong dén ndm 1878, 1an hoi
dung Ida nép thay cho lia mach! Trai cwa may khong
séng néi, 1ap nim 1869, phd san nam 1875.

*

* 3k

Nguoi Phép thdy lam rudng 1a chic in, véi nhan
cong ré, khin dat wu tién. Som nhat, c6 Taillefer, mot
si quan hai quan, nim 1864 dua k&€ hoach lam thay loi
voi quy mo to: dip hai dau con rach Bdo Dinh (Tan An
qua My Tho), dung may chay hoi nuéc bom cho nguoi
l1am rudng hai bén bo, dé tidu tudi 1am hai vu, nhung
lic d6 Phép vira chi€m ba tinh mién Dong. Dong Thap
Muoi chua yén 6n, chua ké sy chong doi am i & My
Tho, Taillefer dén Cu lao Nam Thon, noi khai thac twr
lau, s&n vuon cay #n trai, rudng nuong ving chd. Hin
trung khén, trong thyc t€ 1a giut dat, bén canh cu lao 1a
don Cai Be, noi tén Viét gian khét ti€ng Tran Ba Loc
dang truy nd nguoi yéu nudc, bit bé cd ngudi vo toi.
Hin khai thic kiéu muén nong nd, mdi ngdy, téi gio



ra rudng thi danh trong tap hop, diém danh. Hin cai tri
nhu quan toa, cho vay nang 14i, trimg phat nhu thoi xwa:
phat tién, ddnh vai chuc roi. Rot cudc, ta dién giut no,
trén mat, dat ban lai cho Tran B4 Loc.

Vai nguoi Phap 1ap s& trong tia. Von liéng it, muén
nhon cong, béc 16t hon nhiéu chii Viét, ky thuat thi lac
hau; bdy gio, bén Phép, thim chi bén My dang ding cay
bing sit, voi ngua kéo. Cudc, xudng mua tir bén Phap
thuong 1a ning, cong kénh, dén cay phing ctia Phap
ciing la tay, khé st dung. O Thi Pic, nim 1866, don
dién Girard trong 30.000 cdy ca phé, muon dan phu, tén
Phap nay dich than chi huy, khong dung nguoi thong
dich. Vi béc 16t va ngdn ngir bat dong, dan phu lai ndm
va, doi boi thuong thudc men khi 1am viéc bi thuong
tich. Dan phu phan ddi bing cach nhém goc 1én, cho
dit ré, cay ca phé héo, chét 1an hoi. Tén Michelot khan
716 héc-ta & Lac An (Bién Hoa) chodn dat that nhiéu,
nhing nim dau khai thac khodng 100 héc-ta; ruong
(53 héc-ta), mia (4 héc-ta), cay ca phé, ca cao, va ni,
tiéu (43 héc-ta). Phong dinh tir 50.000 dén 60.000 goc
ca phé, tir 7.000 dén 8.000 goc ca cao, tir 25.000 dén
30.000 day tiéu, 500 gbc va ni, 120 goc qué, 5.000 cay
chudi. Dan phu gdm 53 ngudi (dan 6ng 18, dan ba 17,
tré con 18), ngwa 16 con (4 duc, 5 cadi, 7 con), trau 22
con (duc 10, cai 9, con 3).

Lai con hai chiéc xe trau, va day nha tranh vach dat
ctia dan phu, cht & nha ng6i. Dan dia phuong oan ghét
vi don dién qua rong, dit bd hoang, nhung trau bo nguoi

o
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ngoai khong duoc vao dn cd; cdm vao khudn vién dat ma
tim cti. Theo 1€ phép thoi ay, dan gip huong chic lang
thi xuéng ngua ma chao, chuyén binh thuomg. Nhung
ho rat khé chiu khi xudng ngua dé chao chii dién Phap
hoic bon linh sidn da Phap dong don gan d6. Rét cudc,
don dién nay giai tan vi dan phu vay no 1an hdi bo tron,
trau bo bi danh cdp va ban dém ho xim nhau dét trai.
Bay gio, trong dan gian chua thong nhat vé do luong:
mot miu ta bing nita héc-ta, mot luong 1a 39 gam, mot
gia lda ndng 32 ki-16. B6 1a n6i gia doi, bﬁng hai gia
thuong. Pong gao dung cai 6 bing dong hoic bing cay,
10 6 vao mot gia. (Nguoi Phap ra qui dinh mot gia la
40 lit, trudc d6 trong dan gian quen dung vudng, con
goi la gia, khoang 36 lit). O Go Cong, tung thi nghi¢m
giéng lia Mién Dién, khong dat két qua vi hai 1y do,
mic dau lia Mién Dién ning can:

- Liia vira chin 1a rung hot ngay, khi gi6 thdi nhe.

- Lda c6 dudi dai va nhon, trau dap lda hot ching
mot ngay la bi thwong, sung chan.

Gao Go Coéng hot tron, kha ngon, trén thi truong
qudc t& bing gia v6i gao hot dai (goi miu gao Vinh
Long), nhung hoi thip gid so v6i gao Ba Thic (con goi
mau gao Bai Xau, Soc Tring).

Niam 1878, nhiéu cong ty va tw nhan Phép lap don
dién nho & Tha Diic, ndi Chau Théi, hoidc ngay Che Diii,
roi 1an luot Nga Nim Binh Hoa, Hanh Thong Tay. Dat
gan Sai Gon, thuong dé nuodi ngua, nudi heo, trong cay
an trai. Pat & Binh Khanh (Nha Bé), ngudi Phap da thi



lam rudng, n6i chung khong thau loi. Pao Phd Qudc,
d4o Hon Tre (Kién Giang) bi thyc dan trung khin phan
16m dé trong dira, tuong ddi c6 két qua. Vang Nha Ban
(Tinh Bién, An Giang), trong pham vi Bay Nui, nguoi
Phédp dén trong cay in trdi, cAy cong nghiép, mdi sang
tap trung nhan cong lam viéc, dén trwa, danh kiéng, dn
com tap thé trong day trai (Nha Ban, theo nghia nha in
com). Nho kién nhan ma thau loi chut it 1a s& trong mia
cuia Cong ty “Hy vong méi” (Nouvelle Espérance) do
mot luat sw nguoi da mau lai Phap quan ly: trdng hang
tram hec-ta mia (trén dién tich trung khan 483 héc-ta)
gan chua Giac Lam, trén go dit ma trude kia dong bao
Sai Gon xem nhu thdng canh. Ving ngoai 6 Gia Pinh,
nguoi Phép thir bay k& hoach nuoi heo, cho #n day da,
dé phan heo thém pham chat, dung bon rau ci, cay trai
nhung that bai. Mot s6 thich ra ngoai 6 1ap 10 niu rugu
nép, v6i dung cu cdi tién, chic 16i hon. Cong ty nong
nghiép va ky nghé cia Nam Ky, Campuchia va Trung
Ky (Société agricole et industrielle de la Cochinchine,
du Cambodge et de L’ Annam) kinh doanh v6i quy mo
16m trong phan dat cta Paul Blanchy tai ndi Chau Thdi.
Dat ndi don trong ca phé, giong nhd ngudi Hoa & Cho
Lén van dong véi ngudi Hoa khac & Brasil mua dum,
nhung trong budi 1€ ra mit, méi hay 1a nhitg hot giong
dy da bi rang chin, trong khong bao gior moc.
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Véi k&€ hoach ctia Paul Doumer, nguoi Phiap danh wu
tién tir lic chua dao kinh. Phan dat t6t & kinh Xa No ctia
gido sw Guéry 1an hdi 14n thém rong, non 8.000 héc-ta,
ban 1an chét cho Gressier (goi ndm na 6ng Kho). Bay
gio, viéc khai thac rudng lda khong duoc ngudi Phap
wa chudng, ho dang chd y cay cao su. Hon nita, ngudi
Phép thich & Sai Gon d€ hudng thy, tir Sai Gon di Hau
Giang, v6i phuong tién tau thiy, phéi ton it nhét 2 ngay.
Lai con thanh kién cho ring ngudi Phap, muén lam
rudng quy mo 16n phai cudi vo Viét, hoac chon nim bay
gdi no ty, sanh con lai, thém phién phic, phai d6i pho
voi ta dién... Tén Gressier xuat than nghéo, qua thudc
dia, lam quan ly rudéng cho Paternelle & Phu Loc (Soc
Tring), tén nay goc cong chitc nganh ngan khd, thuong
ving mit, qua 4c, nén ta dién bay muu giét. Gressier
mua lai, ching 2.000 héc-ta. Tt d6, Gressier mua thém
8.000 héc-ta & Xa No. Chanh sach ctia Gressier rat hung
bao, dam tay sai chuyén dung ba-ton (goi la cu ngoco,
ba-ton c6 méc) trimg tri nhimng ai chéng d6i. Hing nim,
néu dudi bén ma dé luc binh troi tdp, lam can trd luu
thong, ta dién bi danh dap ngay. Nhim thi oai véi nguoi
“bén x&”’, Gressier bay tro thach thic nong dan udng
ruou d€, thach thic cdi trau chay dua, khong s¢ té. Bay
con lai cia hidn 4c doc hon, tha h6 cudng hiép con gai
t4 dién. Lan hdi, v6i kinh nghiém 1am in, dat clia hin
vao nhitng nam trudc Cach mang thang Tam 1945 rong
dén hon 30 ngan héc-ta, c6 nha may xay, c6 xa lan, tau
kéo chd lua 1én Sai Gon.



Ciing trong vang méi dao kinh & Can Tho, dong
thoi voi Gressier con ¢6 tén Mézin (goi ndm na la Ma-
ranh), qua Sai Gon khoang 1903; con nha mo coi, trong
budc dau nho nguodi ddong huong gi6i thiéu lam quan ly
mot tiém An ndi danh & Sai Gon. Nguoi ban gidi thiéu
hin vé mién Hau Giang (dic biét vang Rach Gia - Ha
Tién) d€ mua cdi tram cung tng cho Cong ty tau thiy
(cong ty duong song tau My Tho, tau Nam Vang, da
noi & trén). Hén cai quén hai chi€c tau ghe chd cti, 1an
hdi, néi thao tiéng Viét, hiéu duong dat, song song voi
nganh khai thc cti con m& thém don dién, chi trong
viing sin nhiéu kinh dao gitta Rach Gia va O Mén, giao
cho chau 1a E-mo-ry cai quan, goi la don dién lia gao
mién Tay (Domaine agricole de 1’Ouest), ndm na la
dién “Tay Co Dd”.

Canh dong lau siy nhiéu voi & bo Hau Giang
(Phung Hiép) lot vao tay Labaste dat tot, trén dudng
giao thong Sai Gon. Tham vong cta tén nay la tao
lanh thd riéng, thoat tién, 1ap mot lang mang tén con
gai hian (Hélene - ville).

Trén day la ba don dién lda cia nguodi Phap, quy mo
16n nhat. Ngoai ra con nhiéu dién dit clia ngudi Phap
va dic biét cia mot s linh muc (cting nguoi Phap) ham
kinh doanh. Tinh Rach Gia (theo ranh giGi thoi Phéap
thudc) tap trung nhiéu dat do nguoi Phap trung khan:
12.304 héc-ta dang c6 hué loi va 26.121 héc-ta trén da
khai pha. P4t dang khai pha 1a bao chi€ém sin, dé dau
co khi may ra nha cAm quyén cho dao kinh. Néu dé cho
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ngudi Viét trung khin ting 16m nhd, mitc sdn xuit c6
thé ting thém, doi song nhiéu gia dinh duoc cai thién.
Vi chii dat ban nhiéu viéc nhuw 1am quan, mua ban &
Sai Gon nén bay ra ché do “bao qua”, tic la cho ngudi
khac muén khoan, hang nim doéng s6 tién hodc s6 lia
nhét dinh. Bdi vay, xay ra truong hop bén Phap hoic
bén Anh thoi phong kién: ngudi 1am rudng khong bao
gi® thdy mit ngudi chi dat (absentéisme). Nguoi bao
qua dong vai chd, cho ta dién muon dat lai, 1€ di nhién,
voi dia tO cao, thém mot 1an trung gian.

Viéc co gi¢i hda nong nghiép gan nhw khong duoc
dé cap t6i trude nhimg ndm 1825, nhan cong ré mat, boc
16t kiéu phong kin ciing di cho chd dét dw da roi. Con
ly do ky thuat: chwa c6 mdy cay thich hop voi dat dai;
may cua Phap cay dat cing, gia mua kha cao, lai ning
vé béo tri, dua vé Sai Gon tim thg chita, khé mua phu
tung. Qua mua cay, bd mdy vao nha kho, d€ cho' nim sau
méi st dung. Nim 1910 - 1911, vai don dién cho nguoi
ra nudc ngoai xem céc loai mdy cay, may bira nhung
két qua khong di dén dau ca. O Bong Thap Muoi, thir
dung may cay, roi ngung. May cay duoc dung x&i dat
cung trong cdy cao su & mién Pong va & dat Campuchia.
Maii dén ndm 1930, trong toan Nam Ky chi c6 60 may
cay st dung trong nghé lam rudong nuéc, mic dau nha
nudce hita tro cip mot khoan tién twong trung cho nguoi
dam thir nghiém.

Nguoi Phéap khin dit 1am rudng duoc wu dii: ngay
trong ndm dau, déng 1/5 thu€ dién. Nghi dinh 13-4-1909



cho ngudi Phap nao mo trén 80 t4 dién, khai thac it nhit
1a 400 héc-ta thi dugc quyén lap mot lang, dan trong
dién dugc hudng qui ché riéng, goi ngudi lam ¢ cong
(engagé), ndm na dan “xai gidy dd”, 1a “dan dién Tay”.
Ho dong thu€ than mau do, 1 dong thay vi 4 dong hoidc
hon, duoc mién nhitng khoan tién phu troi linh tinh, thi
du nhu tién canh phong trat ty trong lang (goi “ndm canh
diém muc”). Bon chii dién Tay c6 quyén can thiép khi
huong chic lang mudn xen vao lanh thé ctia ho dé xét
nguoi la mét, bét c& bac hoic kham pha nhitng truong
hop dit ruou 1au. Trong thyc t&€, huong chic lang, cht
quan déu so mit; bon chii dién Tay khi can thi di thing
lén tinh d€ khiéu nai; huong chiic lang 12 nhém nguoi
duoc ho 4p dit trude. Mua git, kinh rach chung quanh
déu bi phong tda nghiém nhit, d& phong truong hop ta
dién bd tron no hoiic ban 1én Iia ra ngoai, trudc khi dong
du dia t0. Lai dit nhimng “chot” quan trong, treo cd lam
hiéu (co mau vang, c& mau dd), gip 14 co, thuyén phai
dimg lai, bat ctt nguoi trong dién hay la dan lang khac
vi sanh k€& phai di ngang qua. Cht dién Phéap hodc cht
dién cao su chon uu tién bon linh Phap gidi ngti dé kiém
soat an ninh trat tw (vi vy xung la “cip rang” (caporal)
nhu ngudi cai chi huy, linh trong quan doi).

Trudc ndm 1930 ngudi Phdp ding tén trung khan
dén 243.000 héc-ta, titc 1a hon 1/10 tng so dién tich
ruong & Nam Ky (trong thyc t€, nguodi Phap chiém non
150.000 héc-ta ma thoi, s6 con lai do ngudi Viét nhap
Phép tich chia phan).

-3
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THAM NHAP
VA LUNG DOAN
CUA TU SAN
NGUOI HOA

e

DAN SO NAM KY TANG LEN VUOT BUC.
Khoang 1886 - 1890: 1.870.000 nguoi.

1891 - 1895: 2.200.000

1896 - 1900: 2.680.000

1901 - 1905: 2.950.000

1906 - 1910: 3.020.000

1911 - 1915: 3.220.000

1916 - 1920: 3.600.000

No6i khai quat, d&n khodng dau thé ky, sau 40 nim
thudc Phép, ting hon gip doi.

Dan s6 Sai Gon (khong ké Cho Lon) ting 1én ti
35.000 (ndm 1887) d&n 70.000 (ndm 1894). Cong chung
Sai Gon va Chg Lon, ¢6 nhimg con s6:

1907: 228.471 nguoi
1908: 236.732
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1909: 243.142
1910: 259.432

Roi sut, dén 1917 tang trd lai: 256.532 nguoi; ndm
1918 1én 267.010 nguoi; ndm 1921: 308.512 nguoi.

Phép va Trung Quoc ky Hoa ude thang 6 ndm 1885
va Thuong udc thang 4 nim 1886, v6i nhing diéu khoan
wu dai Hoa kiéu, cho d6i xir ngang hang va hudng quyén
loi nhe nguoi Viét (quyén mua ban, 1ap kho chita hang
hoéa...). T nam 1871, thyc dan da nhin nhan cho nguoi
Hoa & Nam Ky dugc doi x& nhu nguoi bon xit. Trong
thuc t€, Hoa kiéu hudng thém quyén loi nguoi nude
ngoai, thi du nhu vé thim qué quan, chuyén tién bac
vé nuoc v.v...

Nguoi Viét tr Quang Ngai, Binh Dinh, Phu Yén,
Khanh Hoa d8 don vao Nam dé lanh nan va mot so
thra dip nay dé tiép tuc chong Phap. Nguoi Hoa dén
mua ban, budn lau.

Nguoi Hoa khong gia nhap vao mot bang thi khong
duoc gitip vé sanh k€&, dé bi 1an hiép, khong c6 tu thé
hop phap d6i voi Nha nude. “Toa tan ddo” diang ky
nhitng nguoi nhap canh, trong thuc t&, phan lon khai
man tén ho, tudi tic, mua hoic muon gidy clia nguoi
da chét, hodc clia nguoi mat gidy tuy than, xin duoc
cap bén nhi. C6 thé néi hau hét nhimg dich vu chuyén
chd, thau mua, xay xat, boc x€p lién quan dén lda gao
déu do nguoi Hoa nim. Trong nha mdy xay lda, nguoi
Viét lam tho phuy, lao cong don thuan trong khi tho cai
12 ngudi Hoa. Ho gitr bi mat nghé nghiép, tir cdch chay



may dén céch stra chira. Boc x€p lda gao ciing vay, nguoi
Viét & dudi quyén bon cai thau than tin clia chli chanh.
Trong nghé quan ly ghe chd lia, tau do, xe do thuong
dung tiéng Hoa. Xi nghiép nguoi Hoa t6 chiic theo kiéu
phuong hoi, it xay ra tranh chip hodc dau tranh lwong
béng dén mic nhd chanh quyén can thiép. Chli nhan
mua chudc bon cai thau va nguoi quén ly; bon nay mua
chuoc hodc him doa dé nguoi lao dong lam viéc, cho
cudi nim duoc chia it nhiéu tién 10i.

O tinh Bac Liéu khi thanh lap, con s& ngudi Hoa
trude kia khai 1.900 nguoi duoc ting thém 3.000 ntra
(tat ca 4.900 nguoi), con mot s6 bénh bong dudi ghe,
hodc & ruong mudi. Nguoi Triu Chau tap trung vé
phia Hau Giang, noi nhiéu dich vu Iia gao, nim nganh
buon ban tap hoa. Nim 1882, trong s6 12.484 dan Triéu
Chau toan Nam Ky (trtr Sai Gon va Chg Loén), riéng
tinh S6c Tring (bdy gid gdbm mot phan Bac Liéu dn
qua Phong Thanh, Gia Rai) chiém dén 5.300 nguoi, con
thém khodng 6.000 nguoi Triéu Chau khéc, ciing & S6¢
Tring, chua ghi tén vao bo sd. Tai Cho Lén, vao mua
lda, ghe thuyén tip nap. Ban ghe chai thuong la nguoi
Viét, dudi sy chi huy cta “t:?mg khao” ngudi Hoa. Dan
song lvu dong & Cho Lon kho kiém soat. “Ai oi, dung
ham hot bac ghe chai, cot budm cao, bao lda ning, tim
don dai khoé di” (ca dao).

Vao khoang 1926-1930, & kinh Tha Thira, mdi ngay
1.000 chuyén ghe chai chd lda di qua, tir thang 1 dén
thang 5. Toan Nam Ky, luc luong ghe chai loai to gdm
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khoang 3.000 chiéc do gi¢i mua ban lia gao & Cho Lén
lam chi. O vai trung tdm 16m, nhu chg Cédi Riang (Can
Tho) chanh lia va nha may cat dai theo mé song khoang
4 ki-16-mét, xen vao day pho thwong mai.

Nhu trén da n6i, tr viéc thau mua, chuyén chd lda
gao & Luc Tinh, t6i viéc xay xat ché bién luong thuc va
xudt cang trong toan Nam Ky déu do tw san ngudi Hoa
thau tom trong tay.

Trong s6 nhing nha may & Sai Gon - Cho Lon, hoat
dong ndo nhiét nhit 1a nhitng nha mdy xay lda ctia ho
& Binh Dong, Binh Tay cung tng cho nhu cau xuat
cang to lon.

Trong hai ndm 1925-1926, s6 nha mdy xay tai Cho
Lon ting gan gdp doi; nam 1927, 70 nha may loai to
hoat dong, tdng cong 13.000 stic ngua, cé thé xay ra
mdi ndm chimg 2.900.000 tdn gao, trong khi yéu cau
xuat cang khong hon 1.300.000 tdn. Nhiéu nha dang
chuin bi 1p rap, trong khi vai nha dang phd san. Nha
mdy hoat dong ding ning suat vao mua xuat khiu, tir
thang 3 dén thang 8 duong lich. Nhing thang khac may
chay cam chimg, cao nhit 1a 280 ngay trong nim, thap
nhat 1a 100 ngay. Nha may Tong Vo, chiém 9 héc-ta
dat, ra 800 tan gao tring trong 24 gi®, 1.500 stic ngua,
39 cdi xay gao lit, 18 c6i xay gao tring v6i cong nhan
khuan vac thuong tryc 1én dén 200, ngoai ra, con 150
ngudi vira cong nhan coi chay mdy va tho ky, cip ring.

Truéc nam 1930, viéc thau mua lda ciia ngudi Hoa
da chit ché, v6i gia ca qui dinh timg ngay tuy thi truong
nudc ngoai (Huwong Cang va Singapore).



Heé thong chuyén ché ctia ho gom vé dau méi la Cho
Lo6n hinh thanh nhu sau:

A. O bd Hau Giang, gom lai hai noi:

- Ldp Vo: Lua tir Chau Péc, Bdy Nui, Mic Can Dung,
cho Rach Gia, ndi Sap, cho Long Xuyén.

- Tra On - Cdi Con: Lia tix Gidng Riéng, Go Quao
(Rach Gi4), tt Ca Mau, Phuéc Long, Long My, Nga
Niam, tir Gi4 Rai, Bac Liéu, Phui Loc, Séc Tring, Tiéu
Can, Tra Cd, Bai Xau, Nham Ling, tir chg Can Tho, O
Mobn, Céai Réng.

B. Qua bén song Tién, lda tir hai diém vira ké di
ngang qua hai noi:

- Cdi Bé: Gom lua tir trung tam Lap Vo, thém lda tir
Tan Chau, Hong Ngu, My Luong, Sa Déc, Vinh Long.
Thém vao d6 lda tir Tra On - Cai Con da k€ trén.

- M$ Tho: Mot phan tir Cai Be, tr Hau Giang dua
lén, thém lia gom tir Tra Vinh, Mé Cay, Ba Tri.

Tir Céi Be, ghe lia theo kinh Ba Béo, dén Ta Cu,
Bén Lic, Chg Pém, vao Chg Lon. Tk My Tho, ghe
lia theo kinh ch¢ Gao dé€n Cho Lon, theo duong dudi.

C. Mot phan lda san xuat tai My Tho, Go Cong, Tan
An bén thing vé Cho Lén chd trén ghe tir 100 d&n 300
ta (ta = 68 ki-10).

Viéc mua ban tién hanh trude khi git, phan cong
1o rét:

- Cha chanh dam nhan mua tr 10.000 gia trd 1€n

- Tai phi (k€& to4n) ctia chanh c6 quyén gidi quyét
nhiing dich vu tir 5.000 dén 10.000 gia.
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- Tay em cua tai phu giai quyét nhitng méi tir 500
dén 5.000 gia, & buc thdp hon, nguodi chay méi duoc
mua cho chanh tir 500 gia trd xudng.

Chanh du trit Ida moc nhanh tai nhiing tu diém quan
trong. O Long Xuyén, nhiéu chanh dd kha ning chita
900.000 gia tic 1a 18.000 tan.

Dién chd nguoi Viét cit nha 1am, tuy hué loi, moi
1am chita 5.000 dén 30.000 gia. Pién chd 16m c6 dit &
nhiéu noi, mdi noi cat 1dm riéng, cho ban cho chanh.

Chg Cii Ring, du kha nidng du trir trong chanh dén
100.000 ta (ta = 68 ki-16). Tai Phuéc Long, Rach Gia,
trén duong tir Bac Liéu dén Tra On, ¢6 tay mai ban
cit day chanh chita dén 100.000 gia, vao mua lda, ci
15 ngay, cho mot ghe c& 3.000 ta di Chg Lon. Thong
thuong, ding thoi diém xay x4t, giéi mai ban Cho Lon ra
linh cho chii chanh & céc tu diém, dé timg dot 8 dén 10
ghe chai 16n (mbi ghe tir 3.000 dén 5.000 ta) 1én duong,
dung ban cheéo tay, chay budm, dén noi hen, c6 tau kéo.

Chi nhitng nha may 16n & Rach Gia, Phd Loc (Soc
Trang), Nham Ling (S6c Tring) Lap Vo (Long Xuyén)
méi xay ra gao xuét cang. Con nhi€éu nha may nhd moc
1én: ndm 1927 ¢6 241 nha, nim 1931 ¢6 365 nha, dé
gidi quyét nhu cau cta dia phuong. Do do, s6 nguoi
truc tiép st dung may moc, lao cong khuan véc & tinh
ly, chg quén, chg lang khong phai it. Loai may nhé xay
tr 1/2 tdn dén 5 hoic 7 tan trong 24 gio, chay dau cin,
binh quan moi may tir 14 dén 30 stic ngwa, nhap cang tr
My hoidc Dic. Nho vay, mua cdy, bot ban ron xay gia



bing tay. Tang 16p “ban hang x40” hoat dong manh voi
truyén thong lau doi, chuyén ban gao tring, tim, cam.
Ta c6 con s6 (ndm 1931) Chau Ddc: 10 nha may; Long
Xuyén: 19: Sa béc: 23; Can Tho: 28; Vinh Long: 13;
Tan An: 27; tinh Chg Lon: 45; My Tho: 71; Go Cong:
34; Bén Tre: 33; Tra Vinh: 12; S6c Tring: 15; Bac Liéu:
21; Rach Gia: 33. Viéc stta chita nha may va ban phu
ting cling ndm trong tay nguoi Hoa.

Gan t6i mua, dién chii Viét va gidi thau mua thoa
thuan truéc vé diéu kién. Hoidc dién chi chiu ban voi
gid ¢d dinh, nguoi mau chiu trach nhiém 1oi 16. Hodc
hita ban lda, danh wu tién, theo thoi gid. Nguoi dién
chii duoc muon truéc mot s6 tién. Pé phong nan trom
cu6p, bay gid ngudi mua it khi mang theo tién mit. Ho
dén gdp mot cha tiém tap hoa & tinh hoiéic & quan, trong
duong day. Gioi mua lia cho hang tap hoa phan phoi
xudng tinh, da an toan lai con thém loi.

Vi can d&n s6 tién mit kha to luan chuyén hang ngay,
gi¢i mua ban va chii nha may phai giao dich véi nhiing
ngan hang quen thudc. Khi c¢6 lia dem vao chanh, ho
lap tic dem lda Ay cam thé& cho ngan hang dé vay ra
duoc khodng 70 phan trdm tri gia, vay véi ty 1& 1oi tir 9
dén 10 phan tram. Néu can thém tién mit, chi nha may
hoidc chi chanh c6 thé cAm thé nha may, dat dai hoic
nha chanh rdi chuoc lai. Khi 1am 4n v6i nhiig cong ty
chuyén xuat cang lda gao, gi¢i mua ban ngudi Hoa ludn
ludn dugce tng trude 50 phan tram, ¢6 khi dén 80 hodc
100 phan trim tri gid s6 gao sé& cung cap theo giao kéo.
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Trong truong hop ngudi ban gao du tién mit, khong
muon trude thi cong ty xuat cang phéai xem nhu cé phan
str boi hoan mot s6 tién 10, v6i nodi dung 1a nguoi Ay da
ngam cho nguoi mua vay nguoc lai. Tién 1oi nay, khong
ai thic mic vi ngan hang dai tho moi dich vu mua ban
da sdn sang chiu thanh toan.

Khoang 1926 - 1930, dién tich canh tic, mic san
xudt lia gao 1én cao chua timg thay tr trudc. Chg Lon
doi vé Binh Tay (goi Cho Lon méi) do séng kién kinh
doanh ctia tay mai ban Quach Pam. Cho Téan Dinh cat
xong cling vao khoang thoi gian nay (1929).

Vung Cho Lén vé dém (tap trung tai khu vuc dén
Nédm Ngon nay la duong Phung Hung) ndo nhiét la
thuong, x4o tron kim c6. Chua chién ctia ngudi Hoa
lam 1€ cung nhu hdi doi Man Thanh, hoic xa xua hon,
nhung cdc budi khanh thanh try s& Phong thuong mai,
truong hoc, binh vién thi dung reou sam-banh! B mon
co bac, du tro buon 1au. Tra dinh, tdu di€m phong theo
kiéu T6 Chau, Hang Chau & bén Tau.

Chg L6n 1a kho hang phan ph6i tan mién Nam Trung
Ky, cung cép mot s6 hang tiéu dung cho Campuchia,
chua n6i dén ving dong bing song Ctru Long. Lia gao
cltia dong biang va clia Campuchia dua vé day dé xuat
cang. Ban ngay, khoi nha may che kin chan troi phia
Binh Pong, Binh Tay. Gom lda vao tié€t ning git, sau
Tét. Bui bim mu mit, néng héi, nguoi vac khom lung,
thd hén hén véi 100 ki-16 trén vai, chay theo tAim don
dai, nhu chiéc cau nhd néi tir be ghe 1én bo, roi chay



trén dat, trén xi ming noéng, véi chan khong giay dép.
N6i duodi nhau, nhw bay kién. Mét moi ma c6 tién, con
hon that nghiép. Sau budi vac lda, udng chuit ruou, vé
cin choi nhd xiéu veo, hodc xudng chiéc ghe ling day,
cho tan ra be van, trén bai bun héi ham véi xac chd
chét, dau nhét lan tran ¢4 mau. Tré con rong choi, gan
nhu su6t nim nudc mii chdy tho 10, bung day san 14i.
Kha nhiéu nguoi lao dong gia nua hodc con tré khong
tin tudng vao twong lai, nhat 1a v6i phu xe kéo, qua mét
nhoc nén &n khong thdy ngon, moén can thiét dé co thé
va bo than kinh duoc tinh tdo 1a com den (thudc phién),
mot kiéu ty tir day dua, kéo dai ngay thang cho lam moi
cho vi trang binh lao; kho6 s6ng dugc hai nim rudi hodc
ba nidm khi chip nhan céi nghé, by gio goi cong khai
12 “ngua nguoi”. Ngudi Hoa ndm nganh ban 4 phién,
nganh m& song bac, ludn ¢ nganh mai dam, tién ma
nguoi lao dong lanh ra trong giay lat lai trd vao tdi ho.
Nam 1931, tai Sai Gon va Chg Lon, c6 hon 500 tiém
hiit cong khai, chura ké nhimg noi 1én luit.

Cho Lon ban dém, & duong nay 1a Phung Hung, xwa
goi la den Ndm Ngon, on a0 dén khi mit troi moc. Gioi
thuong gia tu tap dé an dinh gi4 thi truong, 1am 4p phe
qua lai. Thuong 1a tw san nguoi Hoa moi moc quan chic
nguoi Phdp va nguoi Viét dé thét dai, dén on. Bon giau
mudén phong dn riéng, ca nhi riéng. Pay la ca nhi do bon
bu6n hwong ban phan nha nghé mua diit tir thud bé, tap
luyén 1an hoi dé 1am gia. Quan chiic nguodi Phap, nguoi
Viét tha hd thudng thiic 4 phién, rugu sim-banh, cd bac
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tao nha (danh bai ma chuoc). Linh canh sat, nhan vién
quan thu€ & Chg Lom dé lam giau vi moi dich vu clia
ngudi Hoa déu bat hop phap & miic do nhiéu it: chita
4 phién 1au, 1ap tiém thudc Bic, bao ché ruou thudc -
nhung that ra 1a kiéu tich trit, ban ruou 1au. Hang hoa
khong bao gior diing tiéu chuin. Banh ngot ban ré véi gia
“vo dich” khe“ip Luc Tinh, dung bt hw, banh cii, nhung
ché& bién lai theo hinh déng khéc. Ai biét trong chanh,
trong kho c6 chira nhitng mon gi, s6 lugng bao nhiéu?
Chinh nguoi Phdp ciing nhin nhan réng nganh canh sat
& Chg Lon da lam phan sy ching kién va bao vé cho
nguoi Hoa 1am chuyén bat hop phdp. Thay vi duwa hét
von vé Trung Qudc, ho tim cach dau tu vao dich vu nha
dat & Cho Lon rdi 14n ra Sai Gon khién mot so tu san
ngudi Viét phai kéu ctru nha cAm quyén Phdp, tir sau
chién tranh Thé giGi thi nhat. By gio, véi tw thé mot
“nudc 16n”, ho yéu cau bon cam quyén & Pong Duong
danh cho nhitng quyén han dic biét, xem ho nhuw nguoi
Anh, nguoi My, nguoi Thuy Si. Ho dua than nhan qua
Nam Ky. Béo Dién dan bon xit (La Tribune indigéne)
s0 11-5-1920 cho biét trong vong non hai thang, ho
mua & phia Sai Gon hon hai triéu dong nha dat rdi dung
thd tuc phap ly dé truc xuat nguoi Viét, ludn ca nguoi
Phap dang cu tra. O tan Ca Mau, ho chiém loi thé dé cat
chanh lda. Ho mua dat thd cu hai bén bo kinh Doi méi
dao & Cho Lén. Ho 1am chi hai phan ba sap mua ban
trong cho Bén Thanh, Sai Gon. Va thdu céc tiém cam
dd, thau céc “bai” mua ban “rugu cong ty” va a phién.



Viéc co bac & Chg Lén vao nhitng nam trude 1930
nidm trong tay “o6ng vua” Sdu Ngo (me ngudi Hoa, cha
nguoi da mau lai Phap va nhap Phép tich). Tién thau song
bac Sai Gon va Chg Lén 12 hai triéu ruoi dong moi nim.

Nhimng tiéng nhu “xao quyét”, “lanh loi”, “thuc t&”,
“boc 10t”... khong goi lai dwgc phong cach lam an cda
nguoi Hoa Cho Lom. Xin ghi giai thoai sau day, dé tir
d6 suy luan. Nam 1923, Phong thuong mai Che Lon cat
tru sd, kién triic kiéu Tay phuong, ngay khanh thanh da
bao trudc nhung dén ngay ay, nhig phan trang tri sau
cung m&i hoan chinh. Theo thi tuc thuong 1€, phai bao
trudc cho vién xa Tay va nguoi thay mat nganh Cong
chanh t6i dé “nghiém thu” vé quy cach ctia cong trinh
xay cat. Hai ngudi nay ra linh ngén can, vé6i 1y do can
thir cho biét tang l1au ¢6 du sic chiu dung 50.000 ki-16
ching, mudn vay, phai chat 1én 1au 1.000 bao dat, mdi
bao 50 ki-16! Tham y clia hai vién chic nay 1a doi tién
hi 10, ho biét ring thiep moi da géi, khong thé nao dinh
hodn budi 1& duoc, ma chat 1én 1au 1.000 bao dat trong
mot budi 1a chuyén khé 1am kip. Nhung nhitng nguoi
Hoa c6 trach nhiém thi thao v6i nhau, rot cudc tra 10i:
“DE€ chiing t6i tw gidi quyét mién 1a dwa dd 50 tén lén
lau”. ROi ho vao khu vuc nha mdy, truyén linh gom
1.000 nguoi cu-li d&€n nghe no6i chuyén. Va s6 ngudi nay
dén khong can ton mot xu. TAt ca gom lai ding thit trén
lau cho quan chitc chimg kién. Khi 1.000 ngudi cu-li
lan luot xudng, ngudi Hoa mim cuoi, dic thing. Budi
tiec bit dau, vién xa Tay bén lén, vi hut moi 4n hdi 16
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nén da hoéi: “Pit truong hop lic ndy tang 1au bi sup dé,
cac ong lam sao?”. Nguoi dai dién tra loi voi tham y:
“Chung t6i da du tru thém 500.000 dong roi”. Nhu vay
c6 nghia ring tién con nhiéu 1dm, s&n sang lo hdi 1o cho
vién chitc moi gi6i khi gidp chuyén can, trong twong lai,
nhung hom nay thi... chua!



BE TAC CUA
XA HOI MIEN NAM
TRUOC CACH MANG

TU XUA TA PA CHU Y BEN BONG VAL DAU
tdm, dau phong, mia, thudc 14, tiéu. No6i dén vuon, phai
ké dén cau, dira. Vuon dira tap trung vao tinh Bén Tre
va My Tho. Hoi du th€ ky, dira trong khit, cdch khoang
4 mét, mdi héc-ta dugc 400 cay, trong khi & Sri-linca
ciing dao muong, nhung cach khoang 7 mét 5, moi héc-ta
duoc 175 cay. Ve sau, ta lai trong thua, cach khoang 8
mét. Nam 1922, khdp Nam Ky c6 khoang 11.000 héc-
ta vuon dira, gdbm 8.000 héc-ta trong ting mang lon va
3.000 héc-ta rai rac & vuon nho. Nam 1912, cui dira
xuat khau non 8 triéu ki-16, nam 1821 duoc 9 triéu rudi
ki-106. Mia trong & mién Dong (Bién Hoa, Gia Dinh, Tay
Ninh, Thi Dau Mot, Tan An, Cho Lén) khong di dung,
nhap thém tir 6.000 dén 8.000 tAn mdi nim (1928-1921).

o
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Thudc 14 trong timg “giéng”, mdi gi€ng tudi 1.000 cay,
trong thyc t€1a 1.100 cay, s& phi ndng nhat 1a phan bon,
phan banh dau do nguoi Hoa nhap thém tir Singapore,
béan chiu trudc cho ngudi lam vuon. Thude khong da
dung, Nam Ky nhéap thém non 2 triéu ki-16 vao khoang
nim 1921, Tay Ninh néi danh véi thudc ré, ban khip
Luc Tinh.

Nha may ép dau dura ctia Trwong Vin Bén thanh 1ap
nidm 1918 tai Chg Lén, dt kha nang ché bién 1.500 tan
cui dra mdi thang. Nam 1913 tai vuon An Hoéa (My
Tho), Nguyén Thanh Liém 1ap mot nha mdy ép dira,
nho hon. Nha may duong Hiép Hoa lap ndm 1921, lic
dau c6 thé ép 300 tan mia trong 24 gid, chl 1a nguoi
Phap, sau tr¢ thanh cong ty 16n.

Dat dai mién Pong thich hop véi ciy cong nghiép.
Thuc dan nghién ctiu cay giong & Thao Cam Vién Sai
Gon 16i 1ap trung tam Ong Yém (Thi Dau Mot) nim
1897, dé€ chi trong vao ciy cao su va ciy ca phé.

Gia tri cong nghiép cla nhya cao su cang nang
cao, voi trién vong lon tir nim 1939. Ky sw Gut-dia
(Goodyear) ch€ bién lai: nhya khong con co dan, khi
gip hoi n6ng, hoi lanh. Nam 1877, cao su (giong Brasil)
trong thtr Thao Cam Vién. Nam 1897, cao su giong
Brasil wong tai Sri-linca dem vé trung tdm canh nong
Ong Yém va Sudi Dau (Nha Trang). Biy gio vai nguoi
Phédp con thir trong cay da, cAy gira ma 14y nhua véi
hy vong tim ciy ban dia. Nguoi di dau van 1a Belland
mua ttr Sri-ldnca 1.000 hot cao su (giong Brasil), moc



c6 33 hot, nhung nidm sau, trong thém 1.000 hot moc
duoc 600... d& réi 11 nidm sau (1898-1909), thanh hinh
khu vuon dau tién voi 45 héc-ta trén nga tw Phui Nhuén,
ngoai 6 Sai Gon. Vuon cao su lai m& ra nhanh chéng
& Xuan Loc, Bién Hoa, Thi Dic va tan ddo Phu Qudc,
Bay Nuii!

Vi nhu cu thi trudng gia ting, thyc dan thi nhau dau
tw, nhan cong Viét Nam qud ré, dit dai mién Dong con
rong. Khi thau hoach, cay cao su dem loi tic déu din,
cao hon cay lda. P&n nam 1910, dién tich phdng dinh
2.000 héc-ta. Rdi 10 nim ti€p theo, mic dau c6 chién
tranh Thé giGi thit nhat, trong thém 15.000 héc-ta, do
nhitng cong ty nhiéu von. Tir 1920 dén 1925, mic dau
gia hoi sut nhung binh quan mdi nim dién tich ting
3.500 héc-ta. Nam 1925 va 1926, gi4 lai ting, von dau
tw thém nhiéu. Nim 1926 tang 13.700 héc-ta, nam 1927
thém hon 16.000. Nam 1928 tdng 11.000 héc-ta, cOng
tat ca dién tich 1a 77.000 héc-ta. Pén nim 1934, vuon
cao su dat 127.000 héc-ta.

Nguoi Ha Lan nghién citu tir 1917, dé xé4c nhan gid
tri cay cao su thap (ghép) ndm 1923, khi ma nguoi Phap
méi bit dau nghién ciu cay thap rdi phd bién manh tir
nam 1929.

Nhin nhiing con s6, ta kho hinh dung lai khung canh
khach quan, nhiing bién dong 16n vé xa hoi. Dat mién
Pong va mot phan Campuchia liic truéc con hoang vu,
voi rung tre, rimg chdi, rimg gia. Khi hau néi chung 1a
doc, voi binh chéi nudce (rét rimg, cap tinh hodc man
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tinh). Dong bao ta & thua thét, 1am nghé rimg, ham
than, 1am rdy hoic trong cay dn trai, lam rudng timg
16m. Dén tdc it ngudi song tap trung lam rudng ray noi
dat cao. Nguoi Phép con nhic lai thanh tich “khai son
pha thach” ciia nhiing tay xung phong mé& vuon. Trude
tién, ndm 1904 don dién Suzannah & Bau Ca thanh hinh
nhim trong cay bong vai, 14y tén nguoi con gdi clia chli
ma dit (Suzanne Cazeau), vién quan ly & ngoi nha thi€u
tién nghi, nhung khi niim ngt hoidc &n udng thi c6 ngudi
“boi” giut day quat (quat 1a miéng vai b cing ra, treo
ling 13ng, véi soi day giut dong dua). Viéc trong bong
khong kh4, ba nidm sau, phai lap tic nhé bd dé dem cay
cao su thay th& (1907). Vung Loc Ninh 1a rimg choi,
rung tre, ndm 1912, bt dau d6t 1.000 héc-ta rimg chdy
dd ruc ngay dém, tiéng tre nd nhu & chién tran, thi rimg
chay tan loan. Nam 1910, mot nit tuéng la Souchere
duoc nguoi Phap goi 1a “nang cong chda cao su” dich
than chi huy, quét thdo, mic quan do nhw dan ong, doi
non ni rong vanh, mang giay tng, noi ti€ng Viét kha
thanh thao, ban dém mang sung tuan tra, bin nai, bin
heo rimg. O An Loc, lic dau, bon chit mo dan cong tur
Nam Duong sén c6 tay nghé, nhung thuc dan Ha Lan
lai ngidn cdm. Nguoi Hoa da thi lam phu, nhung chan
ngdn: mua ban hogc cudc riy mién ddong bing dé sinh
loi, it binh tat hon. Dén toc it nguoi dwge khuyén dy;
dén nim 1922, don dién Xuan Loc, Courtenay con mot
s6 phu nguoi dan toc. O ddn dién, Courtenay ngoai cao
su con trong xen ké 5 héc-ta cay ca phé, 5 héc-ta dira,



khoang 100 héc-ta lia, bdp, lai con dat trong cd dé thir
chéin nudi suc vat.

Toi ac ctia bon chli don dién ddi voi dan phu duoc
nhiéu tu liéu mo ta, nhung van chua can ngudn. Tir dong
bing Bic bo dan phu bi gat gim, di bo ra duong cdi, 1dm
khi rat xa, d€ 1én xe Iira. Ctt mot dau dan phu khde manh
dua vé, ngudi cai di mo hudng 40 ddng, trir s& phi, con
10i 10 dong. Néu dung duong thly s& phi nhe, 16i nhiéu
hon. Dén Sai Gon, dan phu sdng tap trung trong trai &
X6m Chiéu roi dua 1én don dién. Lic dau, vi can khai
thac ngay, dan phu khong di nha &, chinh Nha nudc mai
dén ndm 1927 ciing nhin nhan trong nhié¢u don dién, dan
phu con sdng chat hep trong nha 14 nhd, binh quan mdi
ngudi khong dugc hai mét vuong. Thi€u vé sinh, nudc
sach, thiéu co quan y t&, ngay & trong don dién thanh
1ap tir 1au, khi dan phu dén quéa nhanh.

Tuy binh hoan thuong xuyén, nguodi phu phai lam
viéc, néu ué€ odi thi bi danh dap. Ho thiic tir 4 gid sing,
lam dén chiéu tdi. Bon cip-ring nim phuong cham:
phéi danh, bat c c6 1y do hay khong 1y do. Nam 1926,
s0 ngudi binh hoan dé€n muc khong lam viéc & ty 1& 6
phan trdm (100 ngudi, 6 nguoi nghi bénh), nhung don
dién dat con s& nghi binh dén 36 phan trim (don dién
SICAF). Con s6 chanh thic vé nguoi chét duoc nha cam
quyén néu ra, hin 1a che gidu phan 16n:

- P6n dién trong tinh Thi Dau Mot:

Niam 1925, 5.340 phu, chét 170 nguoi.

Niam 1926, 11.395 phu, chét 267 nguoi.
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- Don dién trong tinh Bién Hoa:

Niam 1925, 2.275 phu, chét 64 ngudi.

Niam 1926, 4.498 phu, chét 52 nguoi.

DPa s6 phu mo tr Bic Ky va Trung Ky dua vao.
Trong ndm thém cao diém, thi du nhu nim 1926, theo
thong ké ctia Phap c¢6 16.970 ngudi, va nim thang sau
(tir 1-1 dén 1-6-1927) thém 11.293 nguoi.

Nim 1926, dua 1.593 dan phu vé Bic vi kém siic
khoe hoac man han giao keéo. Ciing nam nay, 2.609 dan
phu man han da xin ky giao keéo trd lai, nhung dang chu
y 1a c6 dén 3.083 dan phu bo tron trude khi dit han, con
méc no clia bon chli nhan, mic dau truy na git gao, chi
bit lai duoc 814 nguoi.

Luyc luong dan phu tép trung nhu trong xi nghiép,
hing ngay lam viéc déu din, véi chi tieu vé ning suat,
timg gid timg phiit de doa vé tdnh mang va sinh k&. Thém
s0 cong nhan lai may cay, may 0i dat, l1am viéc & nha
mady ché bién mu thun. So véi dan 1am rudng trong dén
dién Phap & Hau Giang, dan phu cao-su 1a mot dang
cong nhan. Trong don dién lda, tuy dong ddo, séng tap
trung nhung kiéu lam viéc van tuy tién, ca thé, nguoi
dang cay, ké nghi ngoi vai ngay. Té doan 16n nhat ma
thuc déan c6 tinh gieo ric va dung ting trong don dién
van 1a co bac, rugu che, dan phu mic no chong chit,
khong bao gio thanh todn ndi, tao khong khi mat doan
két gitta nhitng ngudi cung canh ngd.

Cong xwong Hai quan (Arsenal de la Marine) tic
S& Ba Son vao khoang nam 1914 dung 1.600 cong



nhan; ndm 1921 da déng toan bo va ha thly trong
diéu kién t6t mot chiéc tau dai 85 mét, sitic chd hang
hoéa 1a 3.100 tdn. Xudng dong va stra chira tau thuy
CARIC bén Thi Thiém mé& mang thém. Cong nhan
dé-po xe ltra Di An, Hoa Hung, cong nhan nha dén
Cho Quan 1a luc lwong 16m. Cong ty rugu bia va nudc
da thanh 1ap ndm 1927, Cong ty thudc 14 MIR - ndm
1929. Hang rwou Binh Tay hoat dong manh, dga vao
thé luc chanh quyén dé dep nhitng 16 nau ruou cda
nguoi Hoa, tr ndim 1901 tr& vé sau, 1an hoi chi€m 12
héc-ta véi mot nha may ruou, hai nha may xay lda,
mot nha may phat dién.

Lda gao, cao-su dua ra nudc ngoai. Gidi xudt cang,
mai ban duoc chuyén tién vé xit hop phap hoidc qua
nhiéu tha thuat bat hop phéap. Ngoai té dw, nhap khiu
nhiéu, nhung khong phai dudi hinh thic may méc, vat
tw, thi€t bi can thiét. Thyc dan da néi 16, qua 1oi clia
Paul Doumer, ring khong c6 1y do gi ho m& mang k¥
nghé & thuoc dia dé thuoc dia canh tranh véi chanh
quoc. Chi nén m& nhing nganh ma chanh quoc khong
du kha ning cung cap, hodc chuyén chd qua xa, hodc
chi dp tng nhu cau ctia thudc dia (dién hinh 1a nganh
cat ruou, diém quet, xi ming...). B&i vay, nhiéu loai
hang tiéu dung va xa xi pham lai dua vao, tir cai nén ni
dén trai cam Tau, trdi cha 1, nhang, dén cay, chiéc xe
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dap, di loai 6-td, regu manh, td6 chén, phuc vu cho thoéi
dn choi xa xi clia giai cAp boc 16t. Gi6i dién chi, tw san
udng ruou co-nhic, saim-banh, “trén 6-td6 dudi thoi ca-
nd”. Poi cai cach, duy tan nhung chwa duoc mwoi ndm
sau la thda hiép, hai long v6i thuc dan mai ban, xem
viéc boc 10t dia t0, cho vay ning 1oi 1a “quyén thiéng
liéng”, 1a “phudc diic” clia dng ba dé lai! Ban Pdo ngii
cung mot thoi phd bién, sau khi cing gid, 4n udng no
say, ban nhac tai tr trdi 1én vé6i 10i ca:

“A hwong lika hwong cling thiong muon doi

So c6’ minh xwa hién luong

Cdn lao nhin dn, mua dat vuon

Truyén lan qua doi ong cé

T6i chung noi do, méi cé thém.

NOoi lau nam, mdy doi trén.

Nho séng chdy rong, nuwdc dong ddy lén.

A/y la 6ng ba lo riéng,

Truyén con chdu nhen, mua ruéng nhwong hoai”.

Mua thém dat, 14y dia to, chic @n hon 1a kinh doanh

theo ki€u tur san.

]

EE S

Budi lam giau ctia thuc dan, phong kién khong kéo
dai dugc lau. Cudc khiing hoang kinh té thé giGi, duoc
giGi tai phiét My bdo dong, da tac dong rat manh tGi
nén kinh t&€ Nam Ky lic bdy gio.

Dau nam 1930, & Sai Gon, lia ban tir 1,5 dong t6i
1,7 ddng mot gia nhung dén niam 1931, lda ban sut gia



con 0,4 dong mot gia, trong khi gid thanh mot gia lda,
theo sy tinh todn ctia gi6i dién chi 1a 0,9 dong/gia!

Khong nhitng ndong dan khon khé ma dién chd ciing
pha san hang loat. Gid¢i cho vay An kiu, thuong goi
1a xa-tri (chetty) da dua don kién nhiéu dién chi ra
toa dé doi no. No trd khong ndi thi dién sin bi tich
bién, dem phat mai. O mién Hau Giang, ghi nhan con
sO treong hop nguoi xa-tri truy t6 dién chi:

- Can Tho: Nam 1930: 98 vu; 1931: 298 vu; 1932:
136 vu; va phat mai dit cia con ng trong nhimng moc
thoi gian ay 1a 4, 7, 13 truong hop. Pén ndm 1935 va
1936, nhiéu con no da thén mén, c6 dén 34 va 35 truong
hop phéat mai.

- S6c Trang: Nam 1930: 134 vy kién no; nam 1931:
191 vu; nam 1932: 170 vu; nam 1933: 275 vu. Phat
mai dat trong nhitng moc thoi gian trén 1a 6, 7, 16, 14
truong hop.

- Bac Liéu: Nam 1930: 76 vu; ndm 1931: 124; ndm
1932: 144. Phat mai tich thau dét trong nhing nim vira
ké 1a 5, 8, 9 truong hop, dén nim 1933 c6 13 truong
hop, ndm 1934, 18 truong hop.

- Rach Gid: Nam 1930: 53 vy; ndm 1931: 79 vuy;
ndm 1932: 10 vy. Phat mai dét trir ng trong nhiing nam
vira ké 1a 5, 7, 12 truong hop, dén nim 1936 nhiéu con
n¢ bi phat mai, dén 25 truong hop.

Gi6i cho vay nguoi An khong thich lam dién chu,

nhung ho tich thau dat, giao cho ngudi khac “bao qua”,
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nh¢ cudc khiing hoang kinh té, ho tich thau 30.000 héc-ta
rudng, trong d6 74 phan trim & mién Hau Giang.

Thyc dan c6 xoa diu tinh th€ bang cach kiém keé,
phét thé cho nguoi that nghiép dé€ ho c6 thé dn com
“binh dan”. Hoi chg m& ra, nao hoi cho Phu nit, hoi
cho Phép - Viét, hdi cho Bai lao (bai trit bénh ho 1ao)
dé 1am “phudc thién” véi nhiéu gian hang gitip vui: hat
boi, am nhac Tau, leo day nhao mua, doan qué, coi chi
tay, khiéu v, ra thai dd, thi ndu com, ddu xao banh muit,
thi bin gian, phong lao.

Cac hoi bong da tir Huong Cang, Singapore dén, thu
hit dw luan, lai con nhimg cudc tranh tai vé quan vot
(Chim-Giao ndi danh mdt thoi)... trong khi nhiéu dién
chu ty t&! Bdy gio, thién tai, bdo lut xay ra lién mién &
mién Trung, nhimg hoi cho “tir thién” t6 chiic lién tiép
may ra c6 thé giip mdi nan nhan bdo lut dugc 30 xu ma
thoi. Véi 30 xu, nan nhan séng duoc bao 1au?

Hé tu tudng tw san trd thanh lac hau, phan dong,
lam chd dua cho thuc dan boc 10t nhan dan ta. Mot nha
nghién cttu ning 6c thyc dan nhu Paul Bernard ciing
chiu thi nhan ring giéi cAm quyén ciing nhu céc co
quan ngodn luan tu nhan chua bao gio t6 gidc kip thoi
tinh chat gid tao va tam bg clia sy ph6n vinh trong thoi
gian qua (dénoncer le caractere factice et précaire de
cette propérité). Cac ngan hang va cong ty dia 6c da
lam phét vé no, cho vay qua mtc; nhiéu con no (dién
chil) da “treo dé ban ché”, dung thi doan dé vay dai
han, cAm thé nhiéu 1an v6i mot bat dong san. Va gioi



mai ban ngudi Hoa da biét 1gi dung chit tin - ma bay
lau ai cling don dai nhu 1a sy that (Ia probité soi-disant
proverbiale) - dé vay qua nhiéu, qua dai han, khong
can bao chimg.

Trudc kia, trong thoi vang son, gi¢i dién chii da mic
s0 n¢ gan nhu twong xtng voi gid tri dat dai cda ho.
Tat ca (gdm nha cam quyén thyc dan t6i dién cha, tw
s&n mai ban) déu bi mé hoic, Itra phinh & mitc do khéc
nhau trong bau khong khi thodi mai, lang lang ma ho
chia s6t qua lai, trudce khi thic tinh, tré thanh nan nhan
cha su that.

Nha nghién ctiu nay da vo tinh hay ¢§ y quén ring
da c6 nguoi ding ra t6 gidc kip thoi sy phon vinh gia tao
nay, do6 la Cong hoi do, 1a Viét Nam Thanh nién Cach
mang Dong chi Hoi, 1a Pang Cong san Pong Duong.
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TAI LIEU THAM KHAO CHINH

Gia Pinh Thanh Thong Chi (Trinh Hoai Diic)
DPai Nam Nhdt Thong Chi
Phii Bién Tap Luc (Lé Quy Do6n)
Trén Tdy Ky luoc (Doan Uan)
Minh Mang chinh yéu
Pai Nam Qudc Am Ty Vi (Huynh Tinh Cia)
Nam Ky Phong Tuc Nhéan Vdt Dién Ca (Nguyén
Lién Phong)
Mot thang ¢ Nam Ky (Pham Quynh, bdo Nam Phong,
tir sO 17, nam 1918).
Phong Héa tdp gidi (Tran Quang Thuan)
Cdm ca tan di¢u (L& Vin Tiéng, Tran Phong Sic)
Viet sik: Xvk Dang Trong (Phan Khoang)
*

k%
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F.Cultru: Histoire de la Cochinchine Francaise.
Paris 1910.
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Paris 1938.
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CIOI THIEU

Bén Nghé Xwa ciia Son Nam la mot trong nhitng
quyén sdch tot nhdt cé thé giiip ban doc hiéu biét thém
nhiéu diéu can thiét, bo'ich va thii vi vé mot ving ddt lon
mang tén Thanh pho Ho6 Chi Minh, hom qua va hom nay.

Dé gioi thiéu mot vang ddt lom nhuw the, duong nhién
tdc gid phdi huy dong dén nhiéu kién thitc vé dia 1y, lich
sit va vin héa. Nhung nhw thé chua dii. Con cdn thém
mot diéu kién khong thé thiéu la tdc gid phdi phdt biéu
Voi tinh cdm va tu cdch cong dan ciia mot ddt nwdc doc
lap. Diéu nay thi khéng phdi bdt cit lic nao va nguoi
ndo ciing co thé lam dugc.

Son Nam ciing chi ¢ thé lam dwoc diéu nay sau
nam 1975, khi ddt nuwoc da hoan toan gidi phong, doc
ldp va thong nhat:

... Codé sao vang bay trong gio long trén noc dinh
Doc Lap ngay 30-4-1975.
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Bao nhiéu nuwoc chdy qua cau. Con dwong di ngang
truéc mdt dinh nay ddt tén dén lan thie 7. Thoat tién
la dwong so 26 réi doi ra duwong Hoang Hdu (rue de
UImpe’ratrice) vo cia vua NG Phd Ludn dé tam lic
Phdp ddanh Nam Ky. Phdp thua Diic, ldp chdnh thé Cong
hoa nam 1870 nén doi ra dwong Mdc Ma-hong (Mdc
Mahon, goi khoi hai Mdt Md Hong, thong ché Phdp).
Sau Cdch mang thdng Tdm, thuc ddan chiém Sai Gon,
goi duong Do-Gon (De Gaulle, vién tuéng co cong ddanh
Diic nhung chii truvong cho cdc thudc dia quyén tw tri
ma thoi). Réi ddt tén duong Do-ldt (Tuong De Lattre de
Tassigny, tung chi huy qudn doi vién chinh ¢ Viét Nam
roi chét). Thoi thiec dan méi, bon Diém ddt tén duong
Cong Ly. Nay ta doi la dwong Nam Ky Khdi Nghia...

Ngodi Son Nam, dé mdy ai cé thé néi dwoc nhiéu diéu
nhuw thé vé mot con duong trong hang trdam nghin con
duwong ¢ thanh phé nay. Bén Nghé Xuwa la mot quyén
sdch bién khdo co du tiéu chi cia mot cong trinh khoa
hoc nghiém tiic. Tuy nhién ban doc c6 thé nhdn ra ring
Son Nam da cé y trdnh khong stk dung dén biit phdp “c6
v& bac hoc” thuong thdy ¢ mot sé nha nghién ciiu. Ong
gioi thiéu nhitng vdn dé rdt lon bing ngon ngit gidn di
clia mot nguoi huong dan du lich, doi khi hoi dé dai
va luém thuém. Nhung khong sao. La nha vdan chuyén
nghiép, ong biét ro liic ndao cdn viét gi va viét nhuw thé
nao dé hdp dan ban doc.

NHA XUAT BAN TRE



BEN NGHE XUA

DEN QUAN LEN DEN, AN COM TOI. SANG BUA
sau, di chieng muwoi dam, qua ngang mot cdi khe, vieot
qua mot déo nhd, lai qua mot khe nita, thé la dén rimg
Ngai Lanh (déo Hdi Van), di ngua khong duwgc, déu doi
qua di vong. Ddn & dudi déo rdt kho, quan dich di dong,
bdt phu khong dii, nguwoi ta phdi vao viing bdt ting nha,
néu khéng cé nguoi thi trong nha cé mam noi gi quan
déu tich thu hét. Ngay dy bdt ra dwgc mdy nguoi dan
nghéo, gdy go gio xwong. Nguwoi nao ciing bt téc diing
kéu vang rdt thdam thiét. Ta trong thdy bui ngui, néi voi
quan tha cho, moi nguoi mung ré vdi ta lui ra... Ké do
mdt troi lgn. Trdng lén, cdy coi rop bong t6i mo, dd
tron, dom dém day rimg... Mot qudn nha ba gian, viea
thap den. Khdch trong qudn thdy dai vong dén déu bo

chay vao rimg chon, vi so bdt lam phu.”
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Ciing trong Hdi Ngogi Ky do Thich Dai Sén bién
soan, ta biét thém vé tinh trang nguodi dan Dang Trong
vao cudi thé ky XVII.

“Moi ndm, khodng thdng ba, thdng tw, qudn si ciia
chiia Nguyén ra cdc lang, bdt dan, nhiing nguoi tie 16
tudi tré lén thé chdt cuong trdng déu bdt sung quan,
xiéng co bdng mot cdi gong bdng tre, hinh nhu cdi thang
nhung hep hon... Chua dén 60 tudi thi chua cho vé lang
chung song voi cha me vo con; hdang ndm, than nhdn
dem do quan thyc vat dén thdam ma thoi. Vi thé dan con
lai 6m yéu, tan tdt, it cé6 nguoi trdang kién, cha me so
con bi bdt di linh, con l6én tudi déu cho di ¢ chiia lam
sdi, may ra duoc khéi. Vi cé dy, ting do rdt dong...”

Nong dan tir mién Bic vao mién Trung qua nhiéu
th& ky da can cu khic phuc thién nhién - mot khung
canh thién nhién khong wu dai - tao nén manh rudng,
nuong dau, bai mia, bén danh c4, vady ma bon phong
ki€n Dang Trong lai boc 16t qua mic. Dan nghéo kéo
nhau di 1an hoi vao ddng bing Pong Nai, Ctru Long
dé hy vong xay dung cudc song thodi mai hon. St con
ghi tén dat Mo Xoai (viét 1a Mdi Xuy) noi dan va quan
ta chon lam dét lanh, & thung ling khé phi nhiéu nay
goi Déng Xoai: canh d6ng trudc kia c6 loai xoai mut,
moc nhu rimg, giong trdi nho, hot to, gan nhw nguyén
sinh, it ai chiu an". Déng Xoai & bén ngon ddi cao,
gan do6 c6 nhanh song nhiéu ca tom. Ta dit tén ndi

1 Khéng nén 1im 14n v6i Pong Xoai & phia An Loc, Phi Riéng néi
danh thoi chong My.



Dinh, chg Dinh (nay Ba Ria) la noi quan quan trd
dong voi qui mo 16m, mua ban qua lai véi binh si va
nguoi 1an can. Khai pha rirng xoai, lam rudng va git
gin rudng dat trong tinh hinh budi 4y khong 1a chuyén
don gian. Pong bao Ba Ria mii nhic nhé budc chan
khai sang dau tién nay. Pong Xoai nay 1a mot 4p cla
xa Hoa Long, dau 4n cdia nhing tén thdi xwa mang
tén Phuéc Long, Huong L&, Phutc LE. Tir Bén Nghé,
lic troi quang may tanh, nhin vé qué ci thdy “binh
troi voi voi, nii Mo Xoai”. Theo tinh than bai phu
Co Gia Dinh, “binh troi” c¢6 nghia nii M6 Xoai (ndi
Dinh) 1am binh phong thién nhién trang tri cho Bén
Nghé. Trinh Hoai Dic mo ta ndi nay “cao ngdt xanh
um, ¢6 nhitng hang nai, doi thong, mdy phii suéi reo,
cdnh tri u tich, chdu vé Gia Pinh”." Tir M6 Xoai dén
Bén Nghé, duong khong xa nhung khé khin 1a vach ra
con duong gitra rimg, cit nha timg ching gan don lay
nhd, lo cay cdy. Vui thi &, budn thi di. Chua hén di tir
tir, chua hin di bo. Nguoi sau di nhanh hon nguoi di
trudc. Co thé tir Quang Nam dung ghe bién vao danh
c4 tan vinh Théi Lan, ddo Phd Qudc, hon Thd Chau
hodc ghé vao nhimng gidng dét cao rdo & clra Soi Rap,
ctra Dai, ctra Tiéu. C6 thé sau mot thoi gian lam in &
Bén Tre, gdp mat mua lai quay vé Quang Tri roi tr&
vao voi ban bé trong xém. Pang chid y la khac véi

1 Gia Pinh Thanh Théng Chi ca Trinh Hoai Duc, ghi tit GDTTC
hoidc Trinh Hoai Pic, theo ban dich ctia Tu Trai Nguyén Tao in tai
Sai Gon.
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mot vai dan toc & bong Nam chau A, nguoi Viét ta
di lap nghiép v&i ca vo con, cha me ngay trong budc
dau ché khong doi khi kha gia rdi méi vé qué dua vo
con vao. T dau thé ky thit XVII, ngudi mién Dong
Nai, Bén Nghé, ca dan ba, tré con, ngudi gia yéu it
dugc nghi ngoi, vira lo gidc ngoai - dic biét la bon
phong kién xam lugc Xiém dang hing stc - vira lo pha
rimg, cudc ray, lam thay loi nho, 1am rudng, chong
bénh tat, cop sdu, mudi mong rin rit. Doi cac chia
N guyén, cudc song bi xdo tron, vang Gia Dinh dugc
bao vé nho nhimg chuyén hanh quan 16n ctia Nguyén
Ctru Hao (1689), Nguyén Hiru Cénh (1700), Nguyén
Ctru Van (1705), Nguyén Hitu Doan (1748), Nguyén
Cu Trinh (1753 - 1755), Nguyén Clru Dam (1772).
Chia Nguyén bi Tay Son lat d6, chay trén vao Nam.
Lai dién ra cudc chién dai ding & Bén Nghé, & ddong
bing song Ciru Long, tan ngoai bién va cic hai dio
gay tan pha tryc ti€p hon muoi nam trén dat Gia Dinh.
Nim 1788, Nguyén Anh cho dip liy dat tir bo song
Sai Gon dén kinh Tau Ha ngay nay, cac vam rach 16n
nhd déu cdm chong, cim coc, dudng bd duong thily bi
phong tda, trong cho chi con mdm é&ch nhdi, tau ha,
twong lam thic dn. Dong bao dung 14 dau, 14 kh& uéng
thay cho tra. Gao 1én gid nhay vot, mudi tré thanh
mon gia vi hi€m c6 phai gidu ky trong lung quan, khi
can thi dem ra mot it. Nam 1782, xdc ngudi chét sinh
ndi lén, phia Cho Léon, nuwéc nhw khong chay duoc,
khong ai dam &n cé tdm dudi rach. Viat gia 1én cao,



nhiéu mén hang nhu to, lua, tra, thudc déu ném bd,
ching ai ddam 14y."" Thanh Gia Dinh do Nguyé&n Anh
huy dong nhan lyc, vat lyc dé huy dong lam kinh do
tam thoi sau khi chi€m, xung 1a Gia Pinh kinh. Nhung
tor d6 cho dén hon muodi nim sau, dat Gia Dinh lai bi
vo vét vé ngudi, vé vat luc. Gao xudt khiu dé mua
thudc sting, gao tich trit chd ra mién Trung dé chuin
bi ddanh Phd Xuan. Cay gb tht tot tir rimg Tay Ninh
don ve, dan phu va thg dong khong ngimg nhiéu chién
thuyén cho Nguyén Anh.

boi Gia Long, Minh Mang lai ddi ph6 véi ngoai
xam; quan si tr mién Trung tap trung vao Bén Nghé
trude khi tung ra cac mét tran thiy bd & bién giGi phia
Tay. Pang lic chong ngoai xam, bing nd ra cudc khdi
binh kha 16n. Hon hai nim lién, thanh Phién An (Gia
Dinh) bi Lé Vin Khoi va dong dao binh si chiém gitr
voi luong thyc tich trir doi dao. C4 viung ndi thanh rong
16n tr& thanh chién truomg. Quan thién chién va tudng
si gidi nhat do triéu dinh g&i dén dung chién thuat dao
duong ham quanh co goi 1a dang xa (nhu rén bo) dén sat
chan thanh @€ 1ap can hao sau chung quanh rdi tréo vao
vGi thang day, 6ng phun ltra, do gidp, gidy da. Quan si
ctia Lé Vin Khoi cat choi canh dé theo doi, 1dm khi ra
khoi thanh dé tin cong hong bé giy ké hoach dao dang
xa. Suing 16m, sing nho, tén dan gay tinh trang bat an,
ngay nhw dém. Ta th hinh dung chién truong lic bao

1 GDPTTC, Vat San Chi, n6i vé mudi, Son Xuyén Chi, Vuon Trau.
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vay nhu khu vyc hinh vudng véi bon canh nay 1a vuon
Tao Dan, duong Lé Loi, Thio Cam Vién, duong Dién
Bién Phi vi thm dan tir trong thanh bin ra kha xa.®

Bén Nghé & vao vi tri doc déo:

- Sét bo bién, bén Khanh Hoi 1a ranh gi6i clia rimg
Sac, chay t6i bién.

- O 13n ranh dit cao tir Tay Nguyén dé xudng, c6
thé trong cay cao su.

- O ranh gi6i ctia dét thip dn dén Pong Thap Muoi,
dén dong bing song Ctru Long.

Nho vay, Bén Nghé lién lac dé dang ra Trung, Bic
B0, 1én Cao Nguyén, c6 duong thiy b lén Cam-pu-
chia. Trén bién Pong, Bén Nghé duoc ca ngoi 1a bao
lon ctia Théai Binh Duwong. Mudn vao céng, tau bé theo
con song Long Tau quanh co gitta ring Sac; lach nudc
sau va rong, khong phai nao vét thuong xuyén, quanh
nam khong c6 swong mu.®

Chiu 4nh hudng nuéc min vao mua ning nhung dat
cao r4o c6 thé dao giéng tim mach nuéc dd cung cap

1 Minh Mang chinh yéu, quyén 21. Phan Vo. Vi tén duong s4, tén khu
vie da thay d6i nhiéu 1an nén trong toan tap sich nay xin diing tén
méi nhat dé ngudi doc dé& nhan ra vi tri.

2 Song Long Tau so v6i cac nhanh khac duoc loi thé khé sau, tir 9 dén
12 mét, bé ngang khong dudi 300 mét. C4c loai tau dai khoang 180
mét ra vao thuan loi. Ty vi Huynh Tinh Cia dinh nghia long tau:
“chinh duong tau chay & gitra song”.



cho s6 dan cu kha dong. Chua bao gir xay ra lut 16i
hodc nudc tran bo song. Chua timg hiing chiu mot tran
bao dang goi la bao, hoa chdng vao nam 1876, trong vai
tiéng déng hd mot tran cudng phong lam tréc chimg 400
gdc cay to. Nam 1892, nha 16ng Cho Lon bi hw hao; nha
cira, cot day thép bi nga sap, nhiéu ghe chim tai bén.
Thoi 4y, nha clra chua x4y chéc chin. Tran bio lut ndim
Thin (1904) chi gay thiét hai & Go Cong va Ving Tau
12 hai noi gan nhat.

Hai vung cao thap phan chia ro rét. Phia Bic cla
Bén Nghé 1a go néng. Dat cao chay tir phia Go Vap™®
xudng rach Thi Nghe, qua go Tan Pinh va ving nay la
Pat Ho roi theo bor song Sai Gon dén cot ¢ Thi Ngi,
d&n Bén S6i. Biém cao & noi thanh 1a khu vuc thanh Gia
Dinh ct (goc duong X6 Viét Nghé Tinh va Dinh Tién
Hoang) véi mitc do hon mudi mét so véi mit bién; mie
thap hai mét & cot co Thi Ngir. Vé phia Tay con vi tri
cao rdo ctia Pdng tap tran, M6 sing, M4 nguy nay la
g6c duong Cach mang thang Tam va duong Dién Bién
Pht, an trum 1én duong 3 thang 2. Phia Tay Nam, go
Tan Triém (vung thanh O-ma cii) t6t bac nhat, “Triém”
la tham w6t. Moi nudc tir long dat chay twom 1én quanh
nam, ddm w6t quang duong dai (khoang duong Cong
Quynh) goi duong Nudc nhi. “Duong Nudc nhi chdy
tiu tiu nguoi thuong khdch lai qua hong mdt” (Co Gia

1 Cay viép, loai danh moc “I4 nhw 14 khé, muén cwa hay duc déo thi lam
ngay liic cay con tuoi, kho rdi dao biia déo khong vo, chiu dung nuéc
mua, d6t 1am than dé ndu ddng nau sit va ddc sting rat t6t” (GDTTC).
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DPinh phii). Phi Tho cao rdo, tén chit Cdm Son, goi
noém na go C4dm Dém, khoang goc duong Lac Long
Quan va Lé Pai Hanh; Mua xuén, nén cdé non nhu gam
mudt xanh, hoa dai diém vao nhu nhirng biic tranh théu.
Roi dén go Cay Mai véi miy goc mai bong tring, loai
dai tho nhu cdy mu u. Tao nhan mic khach dén ngam
vinh, chung quanh goi 1a vanh dai nuoc trong, sen trd
thuong truc ti€p gidp véi dong rudng c6 tré chin trau
va bong déang con cd con hac. Khdi Cay Mai, dén Phu
Lam. Lam la ring, tén lang goi y ta chan, cay gon moc
ruom ra trén dat cao vi vay c6 gid thiét vé tén dat Sai
Gon. Qua rach Ong Buédng, vé phia Bic, khdi Ba Hom
12 ranh gi6i phia Dong clia dit thap chay dai dén Dong
Thap Muoi: chan troi phing 1i, ri rac timg gidng nhd
khong bi ngdp nuéc vao miua mua nhu nhitng hon dao
xanh um vuon xoai, bo tre.

Phia Nam, bo rach Vam Bén Nghé 1a dat thap.
Ranh gi6i hai vang cao thap la con duong Nguyén Trai
dn tir Sai Gon vao Chg Loén; thoi Phap méi qua, goi
duong Trén, vGi y nghia trén cao d6i chi€u véi duong
dudi thdp doc mé rach. Néu nhing go dat phia Bic
con duong Nguyén Trii goi khung canh Tay Ninh, Ba
Ria thi hai bén bo rach, phia Nam véi nhitng nhanh
nho6c cha song Sai Gon giong nhu dat sinh 1y & Rach
Gia - Ca Mau. Nudéc mian vao mua ne“ing, bai bun lay,
ciy ban, cay tram, binh bét va 6 ro6, mai dam, coc kén
moc um tum v&i ca thoi 10i, ca doi, cua bién. Con tén
dat Xom Chiéu, Rach Bang: Lac dét chiéu, bang duong



dém c6 sin tai chd. Hoic Cau Mat, Rach Ong & noi
c6 rimg tram; rung try thanh dit thd cu véi phd cho.
T go dat cao, d6 xudng nhiéu con rach ngin in ra
rach Vam Bén Nghé, thon xom tap hop tai vam nhu
ving Cau Ong Lanh, Rach Ban, Cau Kho, Cho Quan,
An Binh va v6 s6 rach khac. Cho Lén ngay xua ching
chit song rach 16n nho, moi sy chuyén chd dung ghe
thuyén, nguoi di bd qua vo s6 1a cau. T go Cay Mai,
ghe thuyén di t&i kinh Lo G6m qua con rach da 1ap
lai nay 1a bén xe duong Truong Tén Biu. Buong Hai
Thuong Lan Ong (duong Khdng Ti cii) 1a con rach
Cau Duong thoi trude.

Khu vyc quan trong ctia B€n Nghé & bo bén phai
song Sai Gon, tir vam rach Thi Nghe an ra Nha Be. Tw
thé ky tht XVII, ta lam chu vi tri chién lugc nay trude
khi d6n nhan nhiing ngudi ti nan “bai Man phuc Minh”
tr Trung Quéc dén. Ta ndm phan chi dong, cho ho mang
vii khi va dung chién thuyén. Vién chiic ctia ta din duong
cho ho d&n Bién Hoa, My Tho dé 1am #n. Bay gio, tai
Bén Nghé da c6 don Dinh cai quén.

Don Dinh 1a cén cit quan sy va hanh chinh dau tién
“lam chd cho quan t6ng tham muu cuw trd, lai dit dinh
Téan Thuan c6 cit nha thy cho cac quan gidm quan, cai
bd va ky luc &, lai c6 trai quan ho vé ngan ra ting khu,
rao lai, phan dat & chung quanh thi cho dan trung chi€ém

1ap lang x6m chg pho”.®

1 GDTTC, Thanh tri chi.
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Nam 1775, Nguyén Phic Thuan tir Hué chay vao dé
tranh sy truy na ctia Tay Son, tam trd & thon Tan Khai.

Nguyén Hué dem quan vao Pdng Nai trudc sau
bon lan.

Lan tht nhat nim 1777 chiém Gia Dinh, cho quan
bam sat Nguyén Phiic Thuan, Nguyén Phiic Duong tan
Bén Tre, Ca Mau, bit s6ng ca hai dem vé Gia Dinh
ma xt tir tai chua Kim Chuong vao thang 9 va thang
10 ndm ay.

Lan tht nhi vao nim 1782, vao cta Can Gid dén
Ngi Bay, danh pha cic tau chién ctia Nguyén Anh va
bon danh thué. Tén Man-hoe (Manuel) chi huy mot
chiéc thuyén c6 mudi dai bac bi ti tran, thuyén boc
chday. Nguyén Anh lui vé Ba Giéng (Pinh Tuong) lo
chinh d6n hang ngii roi trd 1én voi y do tai chi€ém Bén
Nghé. Nguyén Hué chan danh tai nga tw, gan cau Binh
Dién ngay nay, bay ra tinh th€ “béi thiiy” dya lung vao
mé song ma tan cong dich, thing mot tran than tinh.

Nim sau Nguyén Hué lai vao Can Gio. Phe Nguyén
Anh bé tri tran dia that ky, dung hda cong nhung Nguyén
Hué va quan si lai toan thing sau khi ha hai don C4 Tré
va Rach Bang (vung cau Tan Thuin ngay nay) an ngir
Bén Nghé. Nguyén Anh chay qua Xiém xin ciu vién.

Bon can thiép Xiém qua chi€m Mang Thit, Sa Déc,
bay tro cudp boc, bic hi€p dan ching qué ddi. Nguyén
Hué dén, khong 1én Sa Déc nhung bo tri tai ving Rach
Gam khiéu chién cho hai van quan Xiém vao tran dia dé
roi ngay 18-1-1785 tiéu diét toan bo chién thuyén clia



Xiém va bon Nguyén Anh, vai ngan quan Xiém song
sét phai buon ba chay vé nudc.®

Thira lic Nguyén Hué ban lo danh cac tap doan
phong kién Trinh Lé, Nguyén Anh tr& lai chiém Bén
Nghé (1788) rdi Ba Da Loc dén Viing Tau v6i vién binh
ctia thuc dan Phap. Nguyén Anh xay thanh & go Tan
Khai, ch¢ thoi co danh ra mién Trung.

Ta nhin ban d6 dé x4c dinh cic diém quan trong &
Bén Nghé theo thit ty thoi gian:

- Don Dinh, sau goi chg Piéu Khién, phia Nam tran
Phién An hai dim rudi, ban dé Tran Vin Hoc doi Gia
Long khong ghi chd bing chit nhung vé mot viing nha
ctra dong duc tir Nga Sdu (twong Phi Pong Thién Vuong)
dn theo duomg Nguyén Trai, dong khung trong duong
Nguyén Thi Nghia, Lé Lai, Bui Chu, Bui Thi Xuan. Lai
buon Lé Vin Gim theo Cong gido bi x{ tai cho nay.
Theo Truong Vinh Ky, cho Piéu Khién & trén duong
di vé chudng Ngua giong (trai O-ma).

- Noi trii qudn cia Nguyén Hué & phia Dong song
Binh Duong (Trinh Hoai Dic). Song Binh Duong, tén
chit ctia rach Vam Bén Nghé dn vao Cho Lon. Bon Ly
Tai ép budc Nguyén Phiic Thuan nhuong ngoi chia cho
Nguyén Phic Duong tai chaa Kim Chuong, Nguyén
Hué truy na rdi bt ca hai, dem vé chém tai day, noi di
d6 tam thoi cta chia Nguyén. Chua Kim Chuong & vi
tri chinh x4c tai go Tan Triém (ving O-ma) phia Dong

1 Xem Nguyén Luong Bich, Pham Ngoc Phung. Tim hiéu thién tdi qudn
ste ciia Nguyén Hugé. Nha xuat ban Quan Doi Nhan Dan, Ha Noi, 1977.
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rach Vam Bén Nghé, go nay 1a cao rdo, rong rii nhat,
ngoai ra, khong chd nao thuan loi dé tri quan hon.

- Ving Cau Son, noi Nguyén Nhac timg lya chon
dong quan, dat cao rdo, du duong ra mién Trung.

- Go Tan Khai, noi xay thanh Gia Pinh nam 1790.
Thanh kh4 to hinh vuong, moi canh hai ctra vi vay goi
thanh Bat Quaéi, c6 tén Qui Thanh, chung quanh hao sau,
vach kién ¢8. Vi tri chinh xéc cda thanh gan trung hop
voi bon con dudng nay 1a Nam Ky Khéi Nghia, Nguyén
Pinh Chiéu, Pinh Tién Hoang, Lé Thanh Ton. Trong
thanh bo tri kho thudc sing, kho thoc lda, kho khi giéi,
hanh cung (danh cho vua tuin hanh dén &), dinh cta
Téng tran... O ngoai thanh, c6 xudng Chu su tap trung
chién thuyén va dung cu thily chién (gan trang hop véi
vi tri xuong Ba Son ngay nay). Xudng Voi, nudi voi
dung vao viéc binh & géc nay 1a Mac Pinh Chi - Nguyén
Dinh Chiéu, liic can bdi dudng cho voi sung stic thi dua
vé dong co & Bién Hoa.

Thoi Lé Vin Duyét 1am téng tran, thanh nay tu bs
thém kién c6. Lé Vin Khoi khdi binh chiém thanh, vua
Minh Mang tiic gian, ddi tén la thanh Duong Ma (de,
nguwa) miét thi nhu noi chita sic vat. Sau khi dep xong
nidm 1836, thanh bi san bing. Mot thanh nhé hon xay &
phia Dong Bic thanh cii, sau nay bi Phap ddnh, va san
bang nam 1859, bon canh nay 1a duong Mac Dinh Chi,
Nguyén Dinh Chiéu, Nguyén Binh Khiém, Nguyén Du.
Goi thanh Phung vi xay sau thanh Qui, theo tht ty long,
lan, qui, phung. Hai tién don cii tu bd lai: ddon C4 Tré



con goi T4 Dinh, phia Tht Thiém, d6n Rach Bang (Thao
Cau) con Hiru Binh hodc don Giao Khiu & doi dién.®

*

k%

Trong buéc dau nhan dan ta khai phd ving Bén Nghé
danh ring duoc thién nhién wu dai, gip vi tri giao luu
thuan loi nhung dudi song 1a sau, trén bo 1a cop. Pai
Nam Nhdt Thong Chi: Ngé 1a ti€ng siu kéu. Ta néi sdu
nghé vi siu kéu nhu ti€ng nghé ngo cia trau con. Dit
tén chit Nguu tan, Nguu chit cho c¢6 vé van chuong hon.
Ngay xua, chua it c6 ngudi 1am rudng, cho trau uéng
nuoc & noi thuan loi d€ mua ban. Trau uéng nuéc & phia
rach Ong Budng, & Phii Lam noi dit rong, d& 1am rudng
hon, hiy con tén rach B&én Trau. Sy xudt hién clia bay
s&u hung héan tir rimg Sac - Can Gid mon men vao la
that, lic ghe thuyén chua tdp nap, thu may chua khuay
dong song rach.

St chép thanh tich nha s ddnh cop tai chg Tan Kiéng
trén duong vao Chg Lém ndm 1771. T ring Séc, co6 1é
phia Can Giudc, cop vé giita ngdy tét, phd r6i cudc vui
choi ¢6 truyén, gay ndo dong gitra ban ngay khién dong
bao phii bao cho quén si ddn Dinh dén thanh toan. Ong
ting An ra tay giét thi di roi bi thwong ma chét, Tan
Kiéng tuy ndo nhiét nhung rd rang con lum bui hoang

1 Xem tap san ctia Hoi khao ciu Bong Duong (S.E.I) thang 10-12-1935,
bai cia L.Malleret vé thanh liy Sai Gon xua.
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vu, sat chg Can Giudc, doi Gia Long, con rimg sam uAt,
cop t6i lui dan dinh & duong lang. Nguoi dd ban linh dé
lam cho cop chiu khuat phuc 1a 6ng ting Ngo, vé sau
cét ngdi chua ma cu D6 Chiéu nhic t6i trong bai “Vin
1& nghia si Can Giugc”.V

Trong tinh hinh khé6 khin, ta van x4y dung. Duong
bo lién lac vé kinh dd thanh hinh vao nim 1748, 1én Bién
Hoa, ra Ba Ria rdi mién Trung, goi dudong Thién Ly. Phia
ddng bing song Ctru Long c6 duong bo theo con duong
nay 1a Nguyén Trai qua Phi Lam rdi Cai Lay (1790),
trong cAy ma u va cay mit ¢6 loi vé kinh t€ lai dem bong
mdt. Lién lac v&i Cam-pu-chia, theo duong nay la Cach
mang thang Tdm 1én Trang Bang, chinh don lai tir nim
1815. V& duong thly tuy dat rong nguoi thua, ta ¢ huy
dong nhan cong dé dao va nao vét kinh rach nham ndi
lién Bén Nghé voi dong biang song Clu Long va vinh
Xiém La. Kinh Béo Dinh tir 1705 n6i Vam Cd Tay qua
song Tién. Kinh Nui Sap (Thoai Ha), kinh Vinh T€ néi
song Hau qua vinh Xiém La & cang Rach Gia va cang
Ha Tién. Bon phong ki€n Xiém va bon phiéu luu nudi
gidc mo chi€ém cit Nam B6 ma dén ta bay gio dang khai
thac c6 két qua, phat trién nhiéu canh dong day lia trong
khoang thoi gian ky luc. Nhitng cudc hanh quan ching
déu nhim d4nh chi€ém Bé&n Nghé dau nao cia Nam Bo.
Nim 1731, ¢6 1an quin ngoai xAm tran dén tan 18 thon
Vuon Trau, st suon Bén Nghé nhung ta ddnh dudi kip

1 Pai Nam Nhdt Thong Chi, Luc tinh Nam Viét, tinh Gia Dinh, muc
Tang thich.



thoi. Ndm 1771-1772, bon xam luoc Xiém chi€ém Ha
Tién, Rach Gia, toan danh ra tran lan. Nguyén Ctu
Pbam dem quan thiy bd tr Khanh Hoa, Binh Thuan
vao, bdo vé duoc lanh thd. Rdi dé ngin ngira moi bat
tric, Nguyén Clu Dam cho dép lity, quan trong nhat 1a
liiy Ban Bich d€ bao vé Bén Nghé, liiy chay dai tir Ba
Hom dén go Cay Mai (nay chi con duong X6m Dat) qua
Phu Tho (ngang truong dua ngya) dén rach Nhiéu Loc.
Hon muoi ndm sau (1784), hai van quéan Xiém tran vao
ddng bing song Ciru Long tiép ctu cho Nguyén Anh
dé chi€ém Bé&n Nghé, nhung vira dén Rach Gam la tan
vO vi tai dung binh cia Nguyén Hué va sy cam phan
ctia nhan dan dia phuong. Muc tiéu ay, quan xam luogc
Xiém lai c¢6 gdng chi€ém vao doi Minh Mang trong nhig
nim 1833-1834 khi xua quén chi€ém Ha Tién, Chau Doc
dé hiép dong v6i canh quan khac tir Cam-pu-chia theo
song Tién xuéng Vam Nao, cho Thi gan Sa Déc. Budi
4y, néu quan ta dudi sy diéu khién ctia Pham Hitu TAm
khong chin duoc thi ching chi€ém My Tho rdi dén Bén
Nghé d€ gidi viy cho nhém Lé Vin Khoi. Va Lé Vin
Khoi huy dong kha dong duoc quan si khdp mién Nam
ndi 1én, gay tin tudng chi vi khi ra tay 1a 1am chii duoc
thanh Phién An va vung phu can B&én Nghé roi.

Nguyén Hiru Cénh tir ndm 1698 da khéo 1éo bd tri
vé mit hanh chanh, dit ra phtt Gia Pinh, chia phii ay
ra hai huyén:

- Huyén Phudc Long, vung Bién Hoa ngay nay an

trd ra mién Trung.

o
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- Huyén Téan Binh, ving Bén Nghé &n xudng phia
ddng béng song Clu Long.

Lan hoi dan cu thém dong dic, phic tap, viéc
san xudt va giao lvu hang hoéa phat trién 16n nhung
dong bao van giit truyén thong, xung 1a “ddn hai
huyén”, cai 16i ciia toan thé Nam Bo, 1am mau muc
vé thuan phong my tuc mic dau hai huyén dau tién
dy lan ho6i nang 1én lam pha.” Dan hai huyén tiéu
biéu cho vin minh Viét Nam chinh thong, 1a nguoi
dinh, theo nghia sang trong, & phd chg hodc & lang
x6m da thuan thuc, khong qué mua, lai cing. Mau
muc nay bit ngudn tir dat Thanh Héa - Nghé An.
Chiia Nguyén goc & Tong Son (Thanh Hba) nén trong
vong va tin cdy nhimg nguoi cung qué xi, ndong cot
clia budi ra di, cho 1am quan rdi ning d& mai dén
doi con doi chau, thi du nhw ho Téng Phudc, Nguyén
Hiru, Nguyén Clu, Truong Phudce. Quan cai tri phd
bi€n thoi dn nét & cho dan.

Nhitng nhém quén cu l1an hdi nang 1én 1am don vi
nho vé hanh chanh: 1an, phuong, thon, lang. Hoéc nhimg
dp dong didc goi 1a giap, tuong duong vai lang. O vi tri
then chdt vé an ninh, goi 1a di€ém. Lang nao qua dong
dic thi tdch ra, gitt tén va roi thém vao chit nhat, nhi,
ba hoic trung, tay, dong. Dan méi dén chua vao bo sé

1 Phii bién tap luc, quyén 5, muc Nhan tai. Y si Baurac cting cho nguoi
“hai huyén” la nguoi Bién Hoa va nguoi Gia Binh. Xem La Cochi-
nchine et ses habitants, clia tic gia niy, quyén néi vé cic tinh mién
Tay, nha in Rey et Curiol xut ban, Sai Gon,1894, trang 197.



hoac cu ngu tam thoi thi gom lai 1ap don vi méi goi T
chanh (chiéng) thon, T chanh diém.

Tén lang, tén phuong trong mot tdng khong tring
nhau. Nhung trong mot huyén khéc tdng thi c¢6 thé 1a
trung, vi vy ta gap d6 day nhimg tén lang nhu Tan Lan,
Tan Khanh, Tan Théi...

Lic méi thanh 1ap, phti Tan Binh gém ludn vang
Tan An, Tay Ninh, an tit bién gidi Viét - Cam-pu-chia
dén tan ctra Can Gio. Trong tinh hinh &y, quyén han
cua tri huyén, cai téng, huong chtc lang qua rong vi
duong giao thong kho khan, thon xém cach xa nhau.
DPén nhing nam dau Minh Mang, tdch ra pht Tan An
(ving Long An) va pht Tay Ninh (vung Tay Ninh).
Pht Tan Binh doi Ty Diic chia 1am ba huyén: dai khai
Bén Nghé thudc huyén Binh Duwong, phia Chg Lon,
Binh Dién thudc huyén Tan Long; phia Hoc Mon thudc
huyén Binh Long.

Doi Gia Long dén dau Minh Mang, toan c6i Nam
Bo 1a mot don vi 1on, tryc thudc triéu dinh Hué goi
Gia Dinh thanh, cai quan nidm tran Phién An, Bién
Hoa, binh Tuong, Vinh Thanh va Ha Tién. Vién téng
trdn coi viéc binh dan, xau thu€ va hinh phat & nam
tran noi trén. Vé quan sy téng tran Gia Dinh thanh cai
quan luon ca trdn Binh Thun ctia mién Trung. Ti khi
Téng tran Lé Vin Duyét mat, Minh Mang gidi tdn hinh
thic Gia Dinh thanh, tran ddi ra tinh, truc thudc triéu
dinh, khong con cap “thanh” véi quyén han rong 16n
lam trung gian.
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Vi nhu cau néi lién Bén Nghé voi dong bing song
Ctru Long quan va dan ta khoi thong kénh Rudt Ngua,
nh¢ d6 duong thiy tir Chg Lon tiép gidp qua song Bén
Liic, ra Vam Cé Bong (1772). Mit khac ciing 1a cong
trinh khai thong cho rach Vam Bén Nghé dn vao Che
Lo6n, vét song ci, dao thém kénh médi cho lién lai, ngay
thing va sau hon goi 1a kénh An Thong, ndm na la kénh
Tau Hu (1819). Nho d6 ma rach Vam Bén Nghé ngay
xua “dong séng chdy ngang rdt manh, ghe thuyén lon
di luu thong dwoc, cik theo nuoc lon nwoc rong ma ra
hay vao, qua lgi khong dut”(GDTTC). T Go Cong,
Can Gudc, vua lda ctia mién Nam thoi xua, lia gao c6
thé chuyén vé theo duong Rach Ong.

Phia Chg Lén tirkhoéang sau 1777 nguoi Hoa kiéu tir
Bién Hoa chay dén rat dong nhung ta nim viing quyén
luc chinh tri, chia cac khu phd ra timg lang nhu & phia
Bén Nghé. Trén dat cao nhiéu ngoi chua Viét dung 1én,
ndi danh nhat 1a chiia Gidc Lam (1774) trén go Cdm
bém, chua Giac Vién, chua Cay Mai, chua Go.

Khu viyc Cho Lén (xua goi Sai Gon) ¢6 bén can da
dé gin gitt mé rach sinh 1ay. Theo ban dd Tran Vin Hoc
doi Gia Long, Cho Lén an tir con duong nay la Tan Pa
dén khoang duong Kim Bién, khong to vé dién tich,
nhung nguoi thi tap trung. “Nguoi Hoa kiéu va nguoi
Viét ¢ lan lon, nha phdé dai do ba dim”. Ngudi Hoa
chia ra timg bang. Bang trudng chiu trach nhiém vé thué
vu, chim s6c hanh dong timg kiéu dan. Nguoi Hoa lai
Viét hudng quyén loi nhu nguoi Viét, 1ap ra lang Minh



Huong. Lang nay khong c6 ranh gi6¢i vi nguoi Minh
Huong tuy chung b6 s& nhung cu ngu rai rac khip cac
tinh, huong chiic 1ang chiu trach nhiém vé thu€ khoa va
giadi quyét nhiing vu tranh tung nhd. Nam 1789, lang cat
cong s& rdi cong bo bang huong wdc nhic nhd moi nguoi
gin gitt thuan phong my tuc, tuan luat phap: “Nudc cé
Iudt phdp, nha cé cham quy”. “Gdéi chi ngon bing géi
tom cang, do ai lich sy bing lang Minh Huong” d6 1a
céu ca dao ngay ay.

Lang con duoc vua nha Nguyén ban cho bon chi
“Thién tuc khd phong” . Ngudi Minh Huong d€ phan
mo vinh vién tai dia phuong, nhu nguoi Viet. Nén nhé
c6 du vao nam thtt 10 doi Minh Mang (1829) nghiém
cdm ngudi Hoa cudi v Viét néu ho chi qua lai timg
chuyén, khong luu tri 1au, cudi vo Viét thi khi vé Trung
Quoc tuyét doi khong dugc dem theo nguoi vo Viét va
dam con lai, khong duoc bit budc dita con lai a4y cao téc
thit dudi sam. Trung Qudc tuy dong dan nhung thoi Ay
c6 1& mua nguoi tir nuéc ngoai dé 1am no 1 hoic ding
vao cong viéc mat nhan pham, hai stc khoe.

Vung Sai Gon - Cho Lon chiu anh hudng nudec méan
vao mua ning vi gan bién. Néu & ving go cao dé dao
giéng thi phia dat thdp Cho Lon, nudc uong kho giai
quyét. Str con chép ba miéng gi€ng ndi danh dic biét
1a Tan Tinh, con goi giéng An Piém (dau duong Ngo
Quyén). Mot doi dat dot khéi 6 bo song chi viea mot cdi

1 Khodn woéc va tiéu sik cdc vi tién boi, Hoi Minh Huong Gia Thanh
Cho Lon an hanh, 1951.
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bong giéng ma thoi, bon phia séng bao vay déu duc va
mdn duy trong giéng nwéc ngot tran lén. Nguoi ¢ khdp
gan xa, ghe thuyén qua lai cung nhitng thuyén chuyén
nghé miic nuéc ché dem di doi (1dy tién) ¢ cdc noi déu
dén giéng nay”®. Moi nudc chdy tir dday song ctr dip
bo khoanh ving dé phan biét véi nudc min trong 1ong
song. Phia trén lai con giéng Hoc, giéng Tan Héa. DAm
ao thién nhién cung cap nuéc vao mua ning phia Chg
Lon: Dam Sen & chua Giac Vién, Bao Thap trén dudong
di Phi Tho. Ban d6 ndm 1885 ghi cdi bau to, bén kia
duong Ly Thuong Kiét, canh nha bao sanh Hung Vuong
ngay nay. Vung Chg Quén hay con tén dat Bao Sen.

Cho ph6 Bén Nghé kha nhiéu, qua thoi gian c6
thay ddi it nhiéu vé miic sung tic, sau vu khdi binh
Lé Vian Khoi.

- Chg Bén Thanh, cang chanh thic cia Bén Nghé
& sat mé song 1on, tir cdt co Tha Ngit ngay nay an qua
khoi dau duong Nguyén Hué. “Doc theo bén song ghe
buon lén nhé déu ddu néi lién... Phé cho, nha cia tri
mat doc theo bén song... Ngay ddau mita xudn, cé 1é thao
dién thiiy binh” (Trinh Hoai Dic). Cho dugc mo ta voi
rach Sa Ngu, c6 cau bdc qua; hai bén gdm cau va chay
dai theo bo rach Sa Ngu, 1a phd ng6i ban tram thit hang
hoéa. Rach Sa Ngu & dau cho, phia Bic diing 1a con kénh
sau nay 14p lai, tr& thanh duomg Nguyén Hué thoi Phap

1 DPTTC, Gia DPinh, Son Xuyén, bdn d6 Sai Gon 1885 ghi ro vi tri,
ngudi Phéap bay gid xem nhu ky quan, dit tén gi€éng Ba Da Loc (puits
d’Adran).



dén, c6 hinh vé voi cay cau bic qua con kénh 16m (goi
la Grand Canal).

Cho Bén S6i tir cot co Thu Ngit dén khodng dau
duong Nam Ky Khoi Nghia. Soi 1a san soi cta doi dat
cling vang cao, nhd vay bo song 1&, dung 1am bén tim
ngua voi. Clra ngd vao Cho Lon, lién lac v6i ving Khanh
Hoi nhung khoé bic cau vi vam rach to, nuéc chidy manh.

- Cho Piéu Khién & khu vuc Don Dinh. Thoi trude
thuong nghe néi t6i cho Diéu Khién nhung khi Phap
dén, tén cho nay trd thanh xa la. C6 nén dit gia thuyét:
ving Don Dinh va chg Diéu Khién 1an hdi phan tan, goi
1a chg Diii. Phia Bic khu vyc nay in dén goc X6 Viét
Ngh¢ Tinh - Cach mang thang Tam, sau khi nguoi Phap
dén, chg nhém & ving chua Ba (hay con, cat nam 1874).
Nguyén Liém Phong trong Nam Ky phong tuc dién ca,
in ndm 1906 ghi: “Che Diii sung tiic nha cia. C6 cdnh
chua Ba tuy nhd ma linh”. Phia Nam, ving Cho Dii an
toi rap Thanh Xwong cii, qua duong nay la Bui Chu vo6i
nha tho Huyén Si ctia ho dao Cho biii.

- Cho Nguyén Thyc 1ap tr nam 1727 do Nguyén
Thuc tr Quang Ngdi dén khai pha rimg hoang “Mot
ché tu tdp dong diic & go niii va ldy tén ong ddt lam tén
cho” (Pai Nam Nhdt Thong Chi). Nay la cho Phd Tho
Hoa Lo Da, bén duong Lé Pai Hanh, gan go dét cao
ctia chua Giac Lam.

- Cho Thi Nghe & khoang cho Thi Nghe ngay nay.

- Cho Xa Tai sung tuc, ngay nay con duong X4 Tai,
titc chg Phud Nhuan.
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- Cho Tén Kiéng (Canh) quanh quéan vung dinh Tan
Kiéng ngay nay, & sét 10, ndi ti€p v6i nhanh nhéc clia
rach Cho Quan. Thoi xua, chg nay c6 khi dung lam
phap truomg dé xi toi nhan. Cho nhém sung tiic, ngay
Tét ndi danh v6i nhitng gian du tién, quanh cho 1a vuon
tre, cay c6i sam uét. Nguyén Ding Truong, bay t6i clia
chia Nguyén timg bi Tay Son bit & mién Trung roi tha
t0i, khi vao Nam tr6n lanh bi bdt & ving nay.

- Cho Sai Gon tic Cho Lon ngay nay & hai bén
quan 10, nay 1a géc Triéu Quang Phuc - Nguyén Trai
c6 nguoi Viét & chung, dai chimg mot kilomét rudi voi
duong nho xé ra timg 6, mua ban tdp nép, phan chia
lang xa. Nguoi Hoa duy tri tip tuc v6i dén, miéu tho
Quan Cong, M Hau, Ong Bén; thuong bay 18 lac ton
kém, kén trong huyén ndo. Nhiéu chg nhé & lan can,
v6i nhitng x6m chuyén nghiép. Phia Tay, sat Cho Lon
la cho Phudc Lam, mot dbi thi toi Phd Lam.

Theo duong thiy di Bén Likc, con cho Nga Tu (gan
chu Binh Dién ngay nay) & lang Binh An, Pai Nam Nhdt
Thong Chi ghi “Doc theo duwong song, phd xd trit mdt
c6 bdn ghe thuyén co nhd, than cii, ddu chai, bao hang
(ca-ron), buém ghe”. Ta nhan ra Cho Dém trén duong
di Bén Luc rdi Tién Giang, ghe thuong hd thuong ghé
tu bd, nghi tam, 4n uéng. “Chim dai bang bay ngang
Chg Pém. Ong Luu Bi néi chuyén chiém bao” (bang,
dém, bi, bao).

Rau cai tir Hoc M6n, Ba Diém chd xudéng cung cap
cho Chg Lon, tu diém phan phoi 1a Chg Riy (nén nha
thwong Chg Ray ngdy nay, truéc mit nha thuong con



duong Thuén Kiéu vi néi 1én lang Thuan Kiéu ctia Hoc
Mbon). Phia Sai Gon, con nhiéu chg' nhd nhu cho Cay
Pa, cho Hang Dinh, chg Vai...

Bén kia song, chg Thii Thiém & lang An Loi (thanh
lap chinh thic vao ndm 1751), sau tach ra thém lang
An Loi Pong, phia lung gidp véi gidng Ong T6 chuyén
rudng nwong va vuon tuge. Mudn qua Sai Gon nho “con
do Thu Thiém”.

T cang Sai Gon ra bién, noi giao ti€p voi song
Dong Nai 1a Nha Be, cho sung tic thoi xwa véi sy tich
ong thtt Hudong (Hodng) timg két bé dau thuong truc dé
b6 thi com gao va nuéc ngot cho ghe thuyén cho con
nudc thuan loi vao Sai Gon hoic 1én Bién Hoa “Ai vé
Gia Dinh, Dong Nai thi vé”.

Khdi Nha Be, bit dau vao khu vyc rimg Sic ma
song Long Tau chay ngang qua. Song rach 16n nho
ching chit nhung chi riéng séong Long Tau c6 long
lach sau, tau thuyén ra vao dé dang tir xwa. “Sdc”,
ti€ng ndm goi rimg nuéc min trén bai sinh lay (nay
hdy con néi cay sic, trdi mudp séc 1a trdi mudp rung,
hinh tron). Cay dudc, cay vet, cay su la giong nguyén
sinh, trdi rung cim xudng bun cay con moc 1én nhanh
chong. Dong bao chuyén nghé don cdi tap hop thanh
van theo ch& do thué khoa riéng goi Van Sai Tan, nay
con tén dat. Cay ring khong to 16n, cao rdo nhu & phia
Mii Ca Mau nhung chic thit, tho cay chic ché hon,
khi ham cho loai than t6t, nhiéu nhiét lwong. Rach lén,
rach nho chay trén bai bun nhu & Ca Mau nhung quanh
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co hon véi nhiéu Tdt. Tdt 1a rach ngdn, ndi ngang hai
con rach khéc chay song song, noi giap méi tao ra mot
nga ba, thay vi nga tu (vé chanh t4, trén hau hét ban dd
ch€ do cii thuong ghi 1a Tdc voi chit ¢). Chén Ly Nhon
duoc cu P Chiéu ca ngoi nhu 1a ciin cit hiém yéu ciia
anh hung Trwong Dinh v6i “ndm cdn, ba trai” danh
cho nghia quan nuong ndu giira song Soi Rap va Pong
Tranh. Song Long Tau dd vao song Nga Bay r16i ra cira
Can Gio; & rimg phu can rai rac nhiéu x6m nhd, hodc
doi ba cén choi trén bo. Tén dit, tén song rat ta chan,
duwom phong vi lac quan, hai hudc cia nguoi khai thac
nghé ddnh c4, sin thd, don cay rung. Xém An Thit - do
dn nhiéu thit néi trai ra - xua ndi ti€ng voi nhiéu cop
dit, c6 no mau. Cdt Ldi Lon, Cdt Ldi Bé 1a noi gidi lai
budn chon lam diém hen dé mua c4 dem ban cho Sai
Gon. Nga ba Ché Tru goi khung canh cédn choi héo
lanh 4n khuat trong swong mu, véi tiéng ché tru khi
xa khi gan tim mai ma khong gip nhu tiéng sdo chén
thién thai, nhw cdanh hoa troi tir chdn dong dao. Tdt An
Tét c6 1& danh dau mot thoi xa xua c6 doi ba chiéc ghe
nhé tu hop gitta rimg dé hudng dém giao thira, hanh
dién ching kém gi nguoi dinh cu mic dau dang song
bénh bong. Lai con Tdt O Cu, rach Cd Dao, long Gian
Xay, rach So Pia. Tédt An Che danh dau budi an che gi
diic biét? Tdr Quanh Queo, céi tén goi hinh twong c6
thé dem cam hiing cho nguoi thich ho hat, dit ca dao.
C6 tén giong nhw & Miai Ca Mau nhw rach Ganh Hao,
rach Bai Bun, rach Hoc Hda, rach Nam Bép. “Co cdy



da, cdy duoc, cdy su, cdy vet va nhitng cdy tap canh ld
giao nhau, ring cdy xanh rdm, che kin mdt troi. Nguoi
ta kéo vao don nhitng cdy dy dé lam nha civa, rao ddu,
than ciii khong ngay nao ngot. Con nhitng hdi sdn nhuw
tém cd, cua, sam, oc thi bdt ding khong hét ma ciing
khong cé ai ngén cdm. Ay la mon loi rdt lon, rdt cong
bang cua troi ddt sanh ra dé nuoi duong nguwoi dan
Gia Dinh”®,

Xua nay hé néi dén canh dep tiéu biéu cho dia
phuong, thi giGi thiéu ddi ni, song rach, thanh quach
nhung gi¢i nho si Gia Dinh dd ddm ca ngoi mot viing
nuoc trong rimg Séc sinh 1ay hoang vu, dén choi thi c6
thé bi thiét mang. “Viing nuéc sdu rong, coé nhiéu rach
lon nhé dé vao. Khi dnh mdt troi sém chiéu véi bong
mdy roi xuéng ldn vao bong cdy xanh mdt,song nudc
lao xao thi tie xa nhin dén qud la cdnh twong tuoi thim.
Trong viing nay, nhiéu cd sdu nwong ndu, thuwong rinh bdt
nguoi nén co cdu ngan nge: “Di nhie sdu ving Gdam” .
Viing Gam Ia tén viing nude 16ng lanh sic gdm vira mo
td. Trong nhing thing canh & dit Gia Dinh ma Trinh
Hoai Diic ca ngoi, viing Gam ding ngang véi Nha Be,
g0 Cay Mai, rimg Trang Bang, song My Tho, bén ca
Bién Hoa. Trén song Nga Biy néi song gitta rimg Sac
ma trong vé phuong Béc thdy ndi Dinh & chan troi thi
long da nguoi dan Viét cam thong véi cong lao dung
nudc va gitt nude cda té tién hon & dau hét. Nui Dinh

1 GBOTTC, Son Xuyén Chi, Bién Hoa.
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voi Pong Xoai, cho Dinh. Song Nga Bay voi Nguyén
Hué d6t tau chién dau tién ctia thuc dan TAy phuong can
thiép vao lanh thé nudc ta tir thé ky thi XVIIL.

Viing Tau, noi thuyén budn thuong ghé dé 1ay nudc
ngot va cti 1a thl s& quan trong voi don trai kién c6 goi
bao Phudc Thing, xay theo hinh tron. Con Do tir ndm
1838 vé trude thuoc tinh Gia Dinh, sau truc thudc vao
tinh Vinh Long. Day 1a quan dio c6 dat dé 1am rdy va
c6 dong cd d& nuodi ngua. Nam 1686, tén Phap Vé-ré
(Vérét) chi mot thuong quan & Xiém timg chu y dén
vi tri ddo Con Non trén duong hang hai tir Trung Qudc
qua An Po. Nam 1702, nhém cong ty thwong mai cla
ngudi Anh ty y chiém déng Con Déo, bo tri don liy véi
khi gi6i hin hoi va thiét 1ap kho chita hang héa. Quan
trdn tha Tran Bién la Truong Phic Phan dung k& noi
ung. Pa s6 binh si ctia cong ty noéi trén gdc ngudi dao
Xe-1ép (Célebes) danh thué. Trwong Phic Phan cho 15
nguoi cung thd dan Ay gid vo xin gitp viéc cho cong
ty dé rdi ndi day vao ngay 3-3-1705 giét bon thuong
gia ma ky that 1a bon xam luoc dén lanh thé clia ta ma
khong xin phép trudc. Tat ca ngudi Anh trén ddo déu
bi giét trir 3 tén chay thoat. Nam 1721, tén dai dién cta
cong ty thwong mai Phap & An Do t6i Con Pao ghi dan
s6 chimg 200 ké ludén dan ba va tré con. Hin that vong
cam thdy bi co 1ap & noi kho trong tia, kho phong thi vi
vay ma ty dong roi dédo sau non mot nim chi€ém dong.
Tuy nhién, thuc dan Phdp van thém thudng vi tri Con
Dao, theo cdi nhin con han hep thoi bay gio. Bing c&



1a trong hiép wdc giita triéu dinh Phép va B4 Pa Loc
(dai dién cho Nguyén Anh) ky ngay 28-11 nim 1787
lic hoang t&r Cénh sang Phdp, thuc dan chi doi Nguyén
Anh nhuong Hoi An va Con Pao ma thoi, Sai Gon chua
dt tAm mitc quan trong d€ duoc nhic nhé toi.

Doi Ty Diic, ddng bao Con Pio duoc t§ chic lai,
goi thon An Hai, voi quan vo trang 14y tén doi An Hai
roi d6i ra Thanh Hai, lién lac thuong xuyén vao dat lién.

o
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VE THOI AN NET &

“CO NAI RIA, CA RI RANG” CO NGHIA GAO
DPoéng Nai, Ba Ria va c4 Phan Ri, Phan Rang la ngon.
“Gao Can Pudc, nuéc Pong Nai” ca ngoi stic doi dao.
Vung Can Pudc (huyén Phudc Loc, phli Tan Binh xua)
mai d&n nay con ndi danh vé6i giong lda thom,® nude
song Pdng Nai theo Trinh Hoai Puc ngot va t6t nhat &
toan Nam B9, dung go6i dau hay pha tra thi khong dau
sanh bing. Go Cong thoi trude trye thudce vao tinh Gia
Dinh (huyén Tan Hoa) ciing nhu viung Tan An (huyén
Ctru An). N6i ring xua kia gao Gia Dinh du 4n, ban ra
mién Trung, ra nudc ngodi tic 1a n6i dén muc san xuat
ctia nhitg vang néi trén. Vé trau cau thi ¢6 18 thon Vuon

1 Phi Bién tap luc ghi trai ruong Ba Kén. Doi Tu Diic goi cho Kén &
Can Dudc, nay 1a Rach Kién. C6 1& vi ky hiy, kén néi ra kién.
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Trau. Go Vap cung cap thém thudc hit. “Hét gao da
c6 Bong Nai, hét cii da c¢é Téan Sai ché vo”. Cui Tan
Sai & van Sai Tan, rirng Sac.

Vé phia dong bing song Clu Long, ghe budn qua
s& thu€ Bén Luc (phién am 1a Lat Giang), nguoc 1én
Thit Dau Mot qua s& thué Thi Nghe. Hai s& nay dat con
s thau vao bac nhit nhi cia Nam Ky Luc Tinh. Nam
1873, mbi s& dem lai 16.300 va 13.000 quan. Nho duong
thiy Bén Litc ma hang héa Sai Gon trao d6i dén tan
Cam-pu-chia qua chg Cédi Be “phd’ xd trie mdt”, nhiéu
nha 1am nghé th¢' nhudm, nha giau hay trit cau dem ban
cho thuong nhan Sai Gon, va lam ghe thuyén di ban &
Cao Mién. Chg Sa Déc ciing trén Tién giang “bdn dii
hang héa khi dung & Nam, Bic ché xuong” (GPTTC).
Gia Pinh nhdt théc nhi cau, dan dia phwong thuong bé
khong thu, cau gia ldy hot bdn cho nguoi Tau” (Lé Quy
Don, Phii bién tap lyc). Vao thoi Ay mudn du trir thi dé
cho cau chin cdy rung xuéng con nguyén vo, goi cau
tam vung, cung tng cho thi truong Cam-pu-chia. Lai
con qua tay ngudi Tau ban cho vai nuéc & Pong Nam
chau A thich an triu, hoic ngudi B6 Pao Nha mua dem
vé chau Au, 14y chait chat d€ nhuém mau to vai. San
xudt cau nhiéu nhét 1a ving My Tho.

Ghe thuyén déu theo thé 1& ghi vao s6 by, vé chir
trudc miii d€ han ché truong hop trom cdp. Lai c6 quy
dinh di bén phai, goi l1a bat (néi trai 1a hoat) tir Nguyén
Cu Trinh nhan chitc tham muu. Gip bat tric, néu mudn
yéu cau ghe thuyén nguoc chiéu voi minh di bén trai, dé



phong dung cham thi ho 1a cay. Xay ra dung cham thi ct
theo luat di bén phai ma xt. Cting nhw ghe di nudc xudi,
ch® nhe dung nhim ghe di nuwéc nguoc, chd ning hon
thi chiu 16.%) Mot thwong gia nguoi My tén 1a Ron-quay
(John White) timg viéng Bén Nghé vao nam 1919 thay
“nhiéu chiéc do nhd do dan ba chéo ldi, luon qua luwon
lai coi khd ngoan muc, ho dn mdc rdt thanh nha lam
cho t6i ngac nhién”. Vao Dong Nai, Ctru Long, sdng tao
ky thuat chéo chong dé ting phé tlly nuwéc nguoc nude
xuodi, & song to hodc rach nhd, noi nude can nudce sau,
khi gi6é xuoi gié nguoc. Song rach nhiéu, viéc giao luu
tir thon x6m dén huyén tinh va Sai Gon khong qua kho
khin. Séng to thi khong c6 ghénh, c6 thac. Nudc xudi
thi di thong tha, chéo madi dai; nuéc nguoc chay xiét,
chéo madi cudc (chit xuéng nhanh, gon nhu cudc dat).
O noi nuée xody thi ngy hoac kéo, dung sat cot cheo
ma xoay tron, mai chéo thoc ding thing xudéng nudc
(ti€ng binh dan goi 1a cheo, kéo). Chéo mdi mot 1a bod
xudng do 1én, timg dong tac, khong rd 1a gitt mai cheo,
khong dwa 1&€n khdi mat nuéc. Gdc chéo, 19t chéo ngu
lai dumg lai, nghi luén va cap bén; hodc thuan gié chi
dung budm. “Nguoi chéo chong chua hin vui suong”.
“Chéng chéo thi vo ciing chéo, hai dang da ngheo lai
dung ldy nhau”. “Bim bip kéu nudéc lon anh oi, buon
bdn khong 1oi, chéo chong méi mé”.

1 Day 1a lé rat khoa hoc, ra doi khé 1au. & Phép, phai doi sic 1énh
4.11.1897 méi c6 1é nhu vay, cling theo luat di bén phai.
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Nhiéu kiéu ghe thuyén duoc cai bién. Ghe ciia clia
ddng bing song Clu Long, nhé, miii nhon, chay buém
vitng vang ra ctra song roi men theo bd bién. Ghe bdn
Iéng, con goi ghe 16ng, c6 mui, trong hAm ngin ra ting
0 nho d€ phan chia cac mit hang. Ghe hang bé 1a kiéu
ban 16ng nhd, chd hang héa nodi dia. Ghe cui tho so,
bing mii, bing 14i dung chd cii, chd 14 lop nha. Ghe
gidn, loai ghe 16n, hai bén hong dam canh cho cao, dé
ch® thém hang héa. Lai con ghe luon (d6c moc) mua dé
dang v6i gia ré tr Cam-pu-chia; thém hai be, goi 1a ghe
be, ghe chdi (chd 1da); ghe cd, chd c4 tir dong bing 1én
Sai Gon danh cho 14i rdi, con goi ghe réi. Nguoi giau
sang di ghe diéu, cham trd miii 14i, va & kéo mui, lam
khi son son thiép vang, bén trong 16t véan tron bong voi
chd niu nuéng pha tra va di tién nghi dé hiit 4 phién; cai
tong, tri phi, tri huyén dung ghe hdu, sang trong hon,
c6 linh cheo. Trong cac loai xudng, ta chd y xudng cdu
t6m nho bé, banh 14i cip bén hong xudng, mui 1a hai cai
miéng ca rém c6 thé xép lai; dém dém ong tho cau tha
moi, ngdi bén hong den diu c4, thdi ong tiéu trén song.

Ghe bé d6ng bing cay theo kiéu xa lan, trong toan
than chita toan hang hoéa, c6 mui bao phi, nguoi cheo
chong di t6i lui trén mui. Day 1a ghe chuyén ché to, dé
mua ban lén Cam-pu-chia, ngay xua thuong tip trung
& diém try thanh tén rach, tén dat: Cai Bé (nay tinh
Tién Giang).

Vé phong tuc, nhu di néi, co ban 1a théng nhit voi
toan quoc vi mo phong theo sinh hoat ctia nguoi tir



Thanh Héa, tr Quang Nam vao. Xin don cr mot trong
nhiéu thi du: Tu b6 md ma t6 tién (goi gidy ma) vao
cudi thang chap ché khong doi tiét Thanh Minh thang
ba nhu nguoi Trung Hoa, Gia Dinh Thanh Thong Chi
va Pai Nam Nhdt Thong Chi ghi vai nét vé Bén Nghé
- Gia Dinh, xin trich din va phat trién nhu sau:

- Tai huyén Phudc Loc va huyén Thuan An “Trong
muoi nha cé chin nha lam nghé néng, chi cé6 mot nha
buén bdn nén phong tuc chdt phdc nhwe thoi xuea” . Phudc
Loc, Thuan An 1a Can Giudc, Can Pude va Long An
ngay nay. “Nong phu chi siéng ndng khi khdi cong gieo
cdy, xong thi it hay bon xdi, cik dé tity theo thién thoi
dang mdt ma thoi”.

Ché @0 dién cht 1a san xuat nho; sic kéo cia trau,
stic cay cdy ctia ngudi bi han ché. Nong dan khong
hiing hdi canh tdc vi Iia gao vao tay dién chd, lam cho
13m ciing tring tay, “khi hoan cot khi”. Cong lao khian
hoang, mo hoi nudc mét rét cude 12 lung tran di chan dat.

“Bdch cong k9 nghé thoé so, nhiing do dung tuy vun
ma bén chdc, hay dé ding ngoai héa”. Chia Nguyén
phd bién nép song xa hoa cho gidi quan lai, dién chd.
Phui Bién tap luc chép: Tie quan nhé dén quan to, nha
cka cham tro, tuwong xdy bang gach dd, truong véc man
the, d6 ding toan bang déng, bdng sit, yén ngua dday
cuong déu nam vang, nam bac, do qudn la luot, ném
hoa chiéu may, ldy phii qui phong luu dé khoe khoang
Ién nhau. O noi thuan loi nhe Bén Nghé, mua sim dd

dung tir nu6c ngoai 1a viéc dé, véi gid khong cao 1dm,
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lai thda mén 6c td mo. Bon mai ban nguoi Hoa sin sang
lo hdi 10 cho gi6i quan lai.

- “Noi cho Binh An, goi la chd ¢ trom cdp”. Cho
Binh An & khu vyc Ba Cum, gitta Chg Lon va Bén
Lic trén duong thiy di vé Vam Coé Pong rdi dong
bing song Ctru Long. Bon trom cép & song rach goi 1a
“bo6i”, chuyén nghé 14y ctia gitta ban ngay, ghe thuyén
qua lai khong dé phong thi mat quan 4o, tién bac, hang
hoa. Khip Luc Tinh ai ciing nghe danh va s¢' “béi Ba
Cum”. Ba Cum la tén dat, ba cum day, ba cay da to
moc gan nhau.

- “Nhiéu nguoi thong tiéng néi nguoi Phuoc Kién,
Qudng Pong, Triéu Chau, Hdi Nam, Tdy Duong, Xiém
La”. Trinh Hoai Ptc chd thich: cac nuéc phuong Tay
nhu Phu lang sa (Phap), Hong mao (Anh), Ma Cao (Bd
DPao Nha) déu goi 1a Tay duong.

- “Nha ngoai thuwong déu la nguwoi ngoai quoc dén,
nguoi bdn xit chi biét mua bdn nhd, dem ché nhiéu dén
ché it dé kiem loi du tiéu xai hing ngay ma thoi”. Doi
nha Nguyén, viéc ngoai thuong déu do triéu dinh nim
tit ca, sau lung vua quan 1a phud thuong, mai ban. Pong
bao chi con mua ban 1& 1am ban hang.

- “Tac chuong khi tiét, trong nghia khinh tadi, si phu
ham doc sdch cét yéu hiéu ro dao Iy ma lai vung vé vin
tie”. Ngay xua tim mot thay do gidi nhu Vo Truong Toan
12 kho, phan 16n 1a thay do tir Quang Nam, Quéang Ngii,
Nghé An dén, trinh do khong dong déu. Nguoi kha gia
thuong cho con di hoc xa tan Hué. Khi tiét cta si phu



phat huy ro rét khi c6 ngoai xam: Nguyén Dinh Chiéu,
Nguyén Thong, Hb6 Huan Nghiép.

- “Ddn thanh thi thi du dang” (DPNNTC), Trinh Hoai
Duc néu thém chi ti€t: “quen nghé thuwong mai, nhiéu
nguoi ¢ cho bua, ¢ dudi thuyén goi dan giang ho, co
lit khdch tu hiép goi la dan tie chdnh (chiéng): Chdnh,
nghia la nguoi chdnh goéc 6 bon phwong bénh bong dén
tu hoi tai thanh mot ché vay”. "V

Nguoi viét st thoi phong ki€n ¢6 théi xem 16p nghéo
thanh thi that hoc 1a thiéu 1€ gido, khong ddng tin cay,
1a tiéu nhan. Xét lai cho ky, ta thdy dan nghéo & Bén
Nghé ciing nhw & chg lang, cho huyén thoi dy 1a 16p
nguoi ban stic lao dong, vac lia, cheo ghe mudn, mua
ban nho 14y cong lam 16i. Ho khong ¢6 von hodc von
rat it, song khong can ngay mai vi con stic lyc, con ba
con ban be gitp d& 1a con ki€ém dugc com chéo. Trong
mot xa hoi khong c6 mot td chike ciiu t&, ngudi ngheo
chi bi&t nuong twa vao tinh nghia ban bé. An uéng, xai
tién rong rai véi ban bé dé khi nguy nan thi duoc ctiu
gitp tré lai. Chua néi dén hoan canh phic tap véi nan
cd bac, mai dam, buon 1au ma bon cam dau c6 thé luc va
tién bac dé 16i cudn tay sai. Gianh bén do, bén thuyén,

1 Trong Pong Duong tap chi s6 98 ndam 1961, muc Guong phong tuc.
DPoan Huy Binh giai thich: “Triéu nha Lé goi bon tran Son Tay, Hai
Duong, Son Nam, Kinh Béc 1 tt chinh. C4c nguoi & bon tran ay dén
& kinh ky goi 1 tit chinh quan cu. Nghia 1a nhimg nguoi & cop véi
nhau ca. “Trai tik chinh gdi giang hé. Gdp nhau ta néi co dé ciing
nén” néi nhitng k& chdng duong vo sd, gip nhau nay kha cling nén.
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bén cho 12 mudn ngan co hodi d&€ mua chudc 16p nghéo
thanh thi gdm da s6 khong c6 rudng dat dé xo vé. Bay
gio, dan s6 dung tén chinh thitc trong b dinh khong can
nhiéu; chimg 30 ngudi hoic it hon, néu chiu trach nhiém
dong thu€ v6i quan trén thi lang dwugc nhin nhan ngay.
Dan dimg tén trong b & lang chi gdm dién chii 16n nho,
trung nong, thuong gia. T4 dién va 16p nghéo thanh thi
c6 quyén khong ghi tén vao s6 bo, song theo quy ché
dan ngoai, dan lau tuy thich. Nhung da 1a dan 1au thi ho
khong dugc vao ban huong chiic hoi té, khong dugce du
tiéc dinh lang, khong dugc kién cédo bat ctt ai khi bi ap
biic. Va néu bi td cdo dau 1a oan tc thi ho xem nhu 1a
c6 16i. Ho s6ng bong bénh, ray day mai d6, lam rudng,
lam mudn, thay d6i noi cu trd. C6 thé ho khong biét
ti€t kiém, khong tich cyc gép von lam dn nhung trong
tinh hinh kinh t& dé dai & Nam B0 lic bdy gio ho con
nhiéu chd dung than, v6i cAu noi nita dua nixa that: troi
sanh nguoi, ngudi nao ciing ¢ 16c, khong it thi nhiéu;
dat sanh ¢, ¢4 nao ciing c6 ré, khong dn sau thi ciing
an can vao dit ma moc 1én (Thién sanh nhon ha nhon
vo loc, dia sanh thdo ha thdo vo cdn).

Nén ké thém nguoi Chim, nguoi Lo, ngudi dan toc
& Cao Nguyén, rimg Bién Hoa dén dong bing va thanh
thi, doi cac chia Nguyén. Tir Quing Nam, Quéng Ngai,
Quy Nhon nhiéu nguoi giau c6 da vao Nam khin hoang
da tré thanh dién chl, ho “mua nguoi” 1am cong, lam
toi t& sai khién hau ha. T6i t& c6 thé cudi hdi nhau, sanh
con cdi, 1ap nha ctra riéng. O Bén Nghé c6 xém La (nay



dau duong Yersin, mé rach) noi kha dong ngudi néi trén
tap hop, song v6i nghé don 1a dira lop nha dem vé du
trit, ban lai. Noi doi song dé dai, chti nha thuong cho
dam tdi t¢ duoc ty do khi ho phuc dich qua lau, hodc
bi bénh, gia y&u. Hodc ddm nguoi bi boc 10t nay tron di
cht nha khong mang dén chuyén truy na.®"

Trude khi danh chiém Trung Bo, Nguyén Anh c6
nim vimg tinh th€ & Gia Dinh nén ra 1énh triéu tap s
dan Iuwu tan vi gidc gia cung la quan binh cta Tay Son
con 14n 16n trong lang mac, budc phai ghi tén vao sé
bd, cho phép ho lam rudng theo sinh hoat binh thuong.
Quan binh thét lac ctia Tay Son con réi ric & mic do
dang ké. Néu chiu ghi vao bo s6 thi tinh than ho chua
chic huong vé Nguyén Anh, tng ho ché do méi. Mic
dau nha Nguyén sau nay 6n dinh tinh th€, trong nhan
dan Iu6n c6 mam moéng bat hop tac. Téng tran Lé Vin
Duyét véi 16i cai tri ha khic, tién trdm hau tdu da khong
tran 4p nSi nhitng nguoi “ciing ddu”, phii ching vi dnh
hudng ctia Tay Son con sét lai, cong khai hodc kin dédo?
Khi Lé Vin Khoi theo Lé Vian Duyét, chong vua Minh
Mang - ddy binh dan 4p manh mé lai c6 thém bao nhiéu
nguoi & khdp Nam Bo oén han chinh séach tra thu tan
bao. Ai dinh vao cudc khai loan thi bi giét, ai cé théi
dd cam tinh, ai c6 con chéu bi tinh nghi thi bi hach héi,
tu day, tong tién. Ta khong quén phan 16n quan si theo
Lé Vin Khoi von 1a td pham tir Thanh Héa, Nghé An

1 Ding tap sang Si Pia s6 3 ndm 1966, Sai Gon tit trang 145.

o
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bi day vao Nam rdi duoc Lé Vin Duyét dung ting, tOi
pham ctia ho xua kia oan co, ung co.

“Chuong khi tiét, trong nghia khinh tai” ma Pai
Nam Nhdt Thong Chi ghi nhan 1a dic tinh phS bién &
da s6 nhan dan ché khong riéng gi trong giGi si phu.
Ching minh cho diéu 4y 1a thi do ctia toan dan khi doi
phé véi thue dan Phap. To bim ctia Tran Ngoc Thanh
va Nguyén Duc Tanh cho biét: cudi nim 1863, lda gao
lén gia qua cao dan chiing quéa do6i khé, bon Phap 13y
banh mi cii trong kho dem phat cho cac thon xa, bit
budc dan phai nhan lanh. Nhung khi bon tay sai ctia gidc
vira budce ra di thi moi ngudi “qudng bé bdanh mi xuéng
soéng hodc la cho heo cho ché ché khong them dan” .V

Ciing theo tai liéu trén, khi Truong Dinh ding lén
mo nghia, dan cac xa déu ¢ vii hoan nghénh, ho lién
béo cdo voi nhau, quyén ciing tién bac, lia gao dé gitip
quan nhu, hodc quyén ddng sit, chat nd dé giip quan
khi, nguoi gia tré con & coi nha, bao nhiéu trai trang
déu ra ung mo, ho mudn mau mau giét hét quan Tay
dé cho ha gian. Viéc thuc dan Phap 4p biic bén Cam-
pu-chia duoc nhic dén, gay xtic dong: bon Phép bay ra
nhiéu thwt thu€, “cdc thit thu dwgc nhiéu loi trong nucéc
déu bi ngueoi Tdy chiém hét, dén tuong Phdt trong chiia
chién chiing ciing 10t ldy vang. Ngay thwong, ching dén
cung dién nha vua ma ép cd vo con, nang hau di coi hi

1 Phii Bién tap luc, quyén 6 vé San Vat, Vuong Hong Sén, Sai Gon
ndm xua. Tw do xuat ban, Sai Gon,1960, trang 87.



kich, nang hdu nao dep, ma vita mdt thi chiing cuong
bikc dem xudng tau hodc dwa vao trai cuong hiép”. To
bim ctia Pham Tién cho biét: khi Phan Thanh Gian vao
Sai Gon ky hiép udc cit ba tinh mién Pong rdi ra lénh
khong cho nghia quan hoat dong & vung bi cit thi “si
phu cdc hat gao khéc nhw mua”. T bAm noi trén ciing
ghi lai cudc danh gia clia nghia quan liic gidc bt dan dao
kénh vanh dai & Sai Gon. Bai phi Gia Pinh thdt thii hich
kéu goi nghia binh danh Tay, hich Truong Dinh cung
v&i bao nhiéu thi phu, ca dao da boc 10 tinh than nguoi
Bén Nghé va Nam Ky Luc Tinh “xanh vé, dé long”,
trai dua hau vo xanh, rudt do 1a hinh tuong thudng ding
dé bom cot than mat ca ngoi nguoi Gia Dinh thich doi
khin be mau xanh va dung day thit lung mau dé. Mau
d6 duoc va chudng qua ciu hat: “Ai ma thdu duwoc long
ta. Ta cho mot véc ho - la nhuém diéu” .

Sinh hoat ctia Bé€n Nghé thoi xwa ludn ludn ron rip,
vGi vuon tuge & ngoai thanh, chg phd & ving cao hoidc
mé song. Vai tu liéu clia ngudi Phap hodc nguoi Au da
vO tinh hay ¢8 y bdi bac nhitng thanh tyu cta ta. Co tac
gid mudn ca ngoi cong trinh khai hoa ctia thyc dan nén
mo td B&n Nghé thoi xua 1a cho sinh 1dy; khong trat tu,
dén nhitng chom ciy xanh mudt man nam ciing 1a “madu
xanh do ddy”. So sanh B&€n Nghé & nudc nong nghiép
lac hau véi bén cing & cac nudc chau Au da ky nghée
hoéa 1a khong ding chd. Hon nita khi Phap d4anh chiém,
hau hét dong bao ta ra di, nhiéu nha bi gidc d6t hodc
do dong bao ty nguyén dot. & xt nhiét doi, con trung
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sinh s6i ndy n& nhanh chéng v6éi hai muia mua néng; hé
nha ctta khong tu bd, vuon tuoc khong sin séc trong
d6i ndm thi cAy ¢6 moc um tim trong nén nha, néi chi
dén duong s4, cau ky hu nat, rach nhd can dan véi pha
sa, rac rén va cd dai trim thi vira song vira chét trén bai
bun. Khu vyc nay 1a duong Ly Thai TS, Pién Bién Phd,
Ba thang Hai, tir géc duong Cach mang thing Tam bi
thuc dan ché bai, dit tén canh dong md ma (Plaine des
Tombeaux) vi xau xi, véng vé. Ching quén riang dong
bao ta rit quy trong mo ma clia nguoi than, ddm xai tién
dé dyng bia, son phét. Chang qua khi giic d&n dan tan
cu r6i xay thanh Phd Tho nén md mé ndm trong vong
céim dia, khong con ai sin soc. Tiép dén, gidc dén cudp
dat, chia ra timg khoénh ban lai cho bon Phap lap trai

chin nuoi, trong cay ky nghé.

Bai phi Cé Gia Pinh ghi nhiéu nét chdm pha vé
phti Gia Dinh, dit 1a phtt do Nguyén Hiru Canh liic vao
Nam lam kinh Iugc. Xin trich dan tuy tién, khong theo
trudc sau, bd bot nhiéu cau:®

1 Con goi 1a Gia Pinh hodi cd vinh, twong truyén ctia Ngdo Nhon Tinh
nhung téc gia nay mat tr ndim 1813. Kinh méi dé cdp trong bai thi
dao tré hon, nim 1819. R6i An Thong Ha, khai thong ngon rach cii
ving sinh 1dy, néi dau duong Tan Pa ngiy nay dén dau duong Phi
Dinh, 4n vao kinh Ruot Ngua, tic 1a tir ciu Ba Thudng (Ba Thong)
dén rach Lao nhw GDTTC chép. Bai nay khuyét danh, soan ra trude
khi Lé Vin Khoi khéi binh, Quy thanh con nguyén ven.



“Phu Gia Dinh, phi Gia Pinh nha di nguwoi no
choén chon.

Xut Sai Gon, xtk Sai Gon, ¢ dn vui thii noi noi. Pong
ddo thay phwong My Hi.

Suy nghiém bdy lang Tan Khai. Ngdi lién dudi lan,
pho thuong khdch toa ngang toa doc. Hién sé cdnh én,
nha quan ddan hang vin hang dai. Gdi nha nhudc tay
vong tay xuyén. Trai xinh xang chon hon chon hai.
Coi ngoai rach Ba Nghe, dong trdng hdy hdy to quyén
trdi. Vao Cho Qudn, ra Bén Nghé, xuéng Nha Be, lén
Péng Nai. Cdi cdu Cao Man thdy lan nguyén cét vdip,
vdn trai. Di vong nghénh ngang cho Diéu Khién. Quan
qudn rdm rdat cau Khdam Sai. Nhdm kinh méi nhw chi
gidng duong ddt. Di Chg Hom vita cdp toi mdt troi.
Sau nha qué tréng bdp, tréng khoai. Ciing céi bdy thik
dan ba Go Vap. Thanh tao thay éng Hoa thuong chiia
Cdy Mai. Péong tdp trgn rong thinh thinh. Go mo sing
cao voi voi... Cho Cay Véng, cau Puong, xém Bot... La
lung xém Lo Gom, chdn vo vo Ban Cé xdy troi. Ban ghe
kéo neo ho hoé hui. Khdch gia rao keo 6i 6i 6i. Lii bdy
lii ba rat rat thdy ban mai khdch truce. Ké qua nguoi
lai, rén rdn nghe lac ngua chuéng voi. Xom Hoa nuwong
dua né, day day coi khdch bé nhuy nguwoi. Don tiéng
ndam chdu thi da phdi, ghe den miii, ghe vang miii vao
ra coi loa nuéc. Nguoi phuwong Pong qua lai bdan buon,
tau xanh mang, tau dé mang, hang héa ngdt troi. Chon
thi trwong rdy rdy nho phong. Nha quéc hoc day day

si tie. Nhiéu nha giau mot la mot lung, giau co ké dén
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ngan dén van. Mdy ai khé cho ban cho khé, khé sach
khong va ddt va dui”.

“Kho sach khong va ddt va dui”: nghéo rét ming
toi, khong dat cim dui, ma dui ciing khong c¢6 dé cim.

Quan lai phong kién tir 16n tGi nhd bic hi€p dan
ching, nhung doi Minh Mang té doan nay tai hai dén
mttc nha Vua phai truyén tich thu tai san ctia pho tdng
tran Gia DPinh thanh 1a Huynh Cong Ly rdi dudi vé
lam thuong dan, twong truyén ring hin cay thé con géi
duoc tuyén vao cung. Chinh Minh Mang nhin nhan:
“Huynh Cong Ly voi tw cdch bi ldu va thdi do tham
tan, xem thuong phdp ludt, dn cia dit ot cd van quan
tién, bdt dan phdi phuc dich cho cd nhdn hdn dén vai
ngan nguoi, mot nudc hai dan dén thé la cang”.V

Ciing doi Minh Mang, Thiéu Tri, tir cdc don dién
thanh 1ap & Cam-pu-chia, kh4d dong nguoi mic tdi quan
luu, t0i d6 da tron vé. Hanh dong 4y qua 1a da chong bon
vua quan nha Nguyén. Vo con duoc phép di theo tir lic
ho 1anh 4n noi xi& la qué nguoi. DAt Gia Pinh néi chung,
Bén Nghé noi riéng di diéu kién cho ho 14n tranh, thay
tén ddi ho. Gia Dinh Thanh Thong Chi (phong tuc chi)
ghi: “Gia Pinh nhiéu thuc vat, dat rong, dan khong lo
doi rét nén it die trit”. Doan Uin, qué & Bic Bo, vao Gia
Dinh lam quan doi Minh Mang - Thiéu Tri ting & Chau
Déc mo ta trong tap ky lugc: “O ddt Gia Pinh ciing c6

ké nghéo phdi di dn xin nhung mdi thdang di xin mot lan

1 Minh Mang chinh yéu, quyén 6, Ai dan, nam tht 3.



cing dii song, ho thuong gom lai noi dinh miéu, moi ngueoi
déu c6 ming man riéng, song an nhan vo sw, trom cdp
it xdy ra, trdu thi chuéng nhot ngoai dong. Dan & day
thich ca miia. (Ta hiéu la thich hat boi.) Song qua ngay,
nghéu ngao khong con thdy hiing thi dé cay cdy vi nan
dia t0, no vay néng loi. Thém 1€ vat nop cho chii ddt vao
ngay Tét ndo vit, ga ruou ngon, sdp ong”.

Tu khi di tién phong m& dat, ngudi Gia Dinh mai
khd cuc. Tham chi, Nguyén Cu Trinh 1a quan to ciia
chia Nguyén ciing than th®, qua bai tAm sy nhan tran
giong to & Long Ho:

Thity da ngac ngu, luc xa ho;
Tén dién bdt tic tai nhdn cdu...

Du6i song nhiéu ca sau, trén bo nhiéu rin, nhiéu cop.
Dat moéi khén, lia thu hoach khong da cho bon quan lai
phong kién vo vét. Trong khi 4y, ciing theo 10i tho clia
Nguyén Cu Trinh: loai tom va loai dia nhd vao séng
gi6 ma tréo cao, nuip vao ruong cot, am chi bon xu ninh
tham tan duoc bé trén tin cay hon.

V& gidi tri, ddng bao Gia Dinh thdi xua dung nhimg
hinh thuc gi?

Ta c6 thé tra 16i 1a & Gia Dinh vén theo truyén théng
clia ca nudc, nhung tuy hoan canh. Thi du nhw mon dua
thuyén c6 co phat trién manh, nho nhiéu song rach.
Ngay Tét tré con mic 40 mdi, nguodi 1on dn uéng dén
mttc hoang phi dé “xd xui” va 1y hén. Mén danh du
bay ra nhiéu kiéu dep va nhiéu kiéu nguy hiém. Dagi
Nam Qudc Am T Vi cia Huynh Tinh Clia mo ta dai dé:

o
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Pu tien: Kiéu nhu cai xe dap nudc khi to, rong vanh,
c6 treo dong dua chimg sau chi€c gh&, mdi gh& mot
ngudi ngdi. Banh xe xoay tron, ai & phia sat dat thi dap
manh 18y trén cho banh xe quay khong ngimg. Nguoi
choi du tién thuong mic quan 4o dep.

Pu dan xay hodc du ngo: giong nhu cai can; don
ciia du tra ngay chinh gitta vao cot try, hai nguoi ngdi
hai dau don ngdi ma nhun, xoay quanh tru.

Pu bdu: nhu loai du ma H6 Xuan Huong mo ta: bon
mdnh qudn hong bay phdt phéi. Goi 1a bau vi mdi bén
dung chimg sau cay cau, trong gian chan ra cho chic, budc
tim dau méy cay cau lai, gidng nhu cdi bau dé lam cot.

Pu Ion: giong nhu du bau, dang cho mot ngudi.
Nguoi choi ding trén ban dap, cd stic nhin 14y trém
cho ban dap nay xoay mot vong tron. Nguy hiém nhat
12 Iic 1én cao dong dau xudng dat, chan dua lén troi, dé
tudt rdi té gay cS. Khong phai cho ban du di chuyén nira
vong, hon 180 do, nhung l1a quay dua 360 do.

DPu rit: trong hai cdy try, trén tra cAy ngang, bd
choang mot soi day, nguoi choi ding trén mot moi day,
tay ndm mai day kia va rit d€ 1én trot cay tra ngang.

V& hinh thic vin nghe, xin thir tim vai nét 1on.

Bai phd Co6 Gia Dinh ghi lai:

- Duéi Bén Nghé, hdt ldng lo, giong con do, giong
con roi. Trén tau voi, ca khiing khinh, tiéng thing muc,
tiéng thing nai.

... Day thay boi nhom bén dang, thdy gieo tién hdao

sdch hao don, loi ky cuc qué rdng linh qué.



Bon qudn phuwong ngoi dudi coi, nghe dé siea hoi
khoan hoi nhdt, giong oan wong hoi thiét toén hoi....

Tiéng hat con do Thii Thiém, clia ghe xudng ban c4
& song Bén Nghé. Tiéng ca clia ngudi chin voi, chin
ngua cho quan lai, cho quéan d6i. Nhung ca hat 1am sao?
Theo giong diéu nao? C6 thé gidi d4p d6 1a cau hat hue
tinh, cau ho cta khach thuong ho. Qudn phuong 1a quan
gitt thoi dn may, cd y 1ay ctia xin duoc ma cing cho cha
me nod, goi la khong cai nghiép 6ng cha. Ndu phuong
c6 nghia nau & do, dn ban rach rudi. Gitra Cau Kho va
Cho Quan thoi chia Nguyén c6 xom dn may. Sita 1a dd
nhip 1am béng hai miéng cay khum khum.® L &n may
vira h4t vira danh nhip dé xin tién khach qua duong. Ho
hat bai phuong, mot diéu trong tudng hat boi ngay xua.
Truéc khi vao bai thi mé dau bing 16i kéu com? “Lay
ong di qua, lay ba di lai, lam doan gdp doan, lam phuoc
gdp phuoc, bo thi cho ké ban nhon dong tién hot gao,
bo 6ng ba cha me”.

Trong cudc tiéc thing quan, gid chap, cudi hdi, co
1é goi vai dao kép khong chuyén nghiép dén dé “thai,
ru, chdp, ré6i” véi 1oi 18 chic mimg, moi chau ruou.

Nhung hinh thitc thu hdt moi nguodi van la hat
boi. Nguoi kha gia & pho chg hodc & thon qué ao wde
duogc rude ganh hat boi vé trinh dién truéc nha dé moi
ban bé than thuéc dén xem, kém theo dn udng. L& di

nhién nguoi duwgc moi phai dong gop cho chl nha s6

1 Pai Nam Qudc Am Ty Vi chia Huynh Tinh Ciia, chir phuong, sta.
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tién cang nhiéu cang t6t. Roi hoan phién nhuw thé. Cac
quan to wa sim ganh hat riéng. Hay con truyén tung
treong hop clia nghé nhan tai hoa la kép Hita Vin, nho
ting pho gidi khi hat ma thoat ra nhrng tran don cta
Lé Vin Duyét ndi danh doc tai va khoé tanh, nghe hat
sai thi néi tran 16i dinh. Pdng bao mé xem hat, hoc
ting 16p, timg hoi dé trinh dién choi, khi c6 dip vui.
Thi du nhu hat Bai don: Tich tang tén, tén tén tang,
tdng tdng tich tén tang ton tén tang... Hodc diéu Ly
qudn canh, tam sy clia chud linh canh phong trong v&
diém: O y a, vdng quan ddm héi co hdu, vii cao dn
véi canh trau duwgc chang? O 'y d, thuyén doc téi trdi
chiéu ngang, dé anh ndm gika doi nang doi bén. Lai
con Ly ngimg thoan, diéu ru con. Hodc hat khach thing
Bot: Ruou bot ngon, con gdi tot dep, xang xang xang
cong xang xé cong cong xang xé. Hoa Bot, Ba Bot 1a
tén ctia nhan vat xau gan nhw vai hé tanh tinh kiéu
hanh trong tudng hat boi (nay hay con goi la cong ti
bot). Trong Kim Thach Ky Duyén ctia Thii khoa Nghia
c6 bai hat thing Bot: “Cdu Ai Lang chi# ddt, cha tri
phi giau sang, nhu nha cu: cita nha chén cho bac
vang, hau thiép nhén nho diéu dé. Néi chi ban hang
cit, muon con gdi nguyén. Cdu choi hoai hoai, thién
hoang thién chi hoang, suéng dé swong dé chi suong.
Té tré dau? Diéu ddy déi ba thing cho vinh cuéng,
do qudn ndm bdy sdc cho xué xang...”.

Dip cing dinh, dip Tét, dao kép hat boi thuong mic
40 mang théu rin théu hoa nhu dong tudng dé danh du



tién; ldc choi du ho hét bai phién nghe nhip nhang. Bai
phién 1a diéu hanh binh, giong hung hon boc 16 khi thé
clia vién tuéng chuén bi ra tran, im quan thu ma danh,
coi ngua 1én nui dudi cop dir ma giét.”

Udng ruou say, cao hing thi trinh dién bai dién, gia
dién v6i diéu bo: “Kia ma tréu trucc ciia no quy long
sau hé! Bé bdy oi! Bé bdy oi! Tao so ldm, tao so ldm...
Con dang ldc léo quanh co. Pdy da dén giang dau.
Sao chdng thdy con do, do dwa? Lam cho toi cang cho,
cang doi cang trua budi do. Bé bdy oi, con do né noi
Vvéi tao lam vay...” .

Phén 16n cac diéu noi trén phu thudc clia hat boi;
nhimg diéu clia dan gian b6 sung mot cach hitu co cho
san khau rdi tir san khau trd lai dan gian, cai bién it nhiéu.

Ca dao thoi xua ciing vi d6 ma 1dm khi dwom phong
vi ctia hat boi. Thi du nhu “Cd tiéng kéu nguoi nghia
cia minh”. “Ndy bé anh Hai oi, di ddu di véi...” . Hodc
nhai lai tiéng trong clia ngudi cAm chau. “Thiing thing,
cdc cdc, chim ddu khong bdt lai cho chim bay...” .
Pén nhu lic ma chay, viéc dong quan 1a mot 16p hat
boi ngin v6i noi dung rat khée. Ngudi “nhung quan”
(kiéu nhu 1a hat boi) dién lai sy tich xua, giong nhu
tich anh chang Lia (Vdn Doan). Pai khai, tén cudp
no song ngoai vong phap luat, dang ngdi trén nui
chot nghe bon lau la bao tin 1a me rudt da chét, trong

1 Gia Dinh bdo s6 6, ngay 24-2-1870 ding tin ngay Tét tai chg Thi
Diic bay cudc danh du tién “cd hdt boi mdc do mang 1én va xit va hdt
ciing bdt bai phién nghe rdp rang ém tai ldm” .
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x6m thudc ving ki€ém soét clia bon cuong hao. Anh ta
khoéc 16m roi hanh dong bing moi gid, phai danh cip
céi quan tai me, ban dém, dem nhanh vé nui dé c6 thé
sdn s6¢ phan mo... Cong viéc khong dé dang vi bon
cuong hao theo doi, cho bat. Bon lau la dén do tham
anh ta bd tri k€ hoach. Nttra dém ca bon xudng ndi,
duoc 1énh ngam thé dé gitr im ling, khong hd moi.
Anh ta cAm dudc mé& duong, chi huy cho bon lau Ia
xOng vao nha, #n cdp cdi quan tai rdi tré ra nhanh.
bi khdi x6m mot ddi, anh ta méi bit dau than khoc,
bon lau la ho hét (diéu ho dwa linh) cho d& mét lic
khiéng 1én suon ndi. Doc duong, dé chim séc cdi quan
tai khong bi xao dong, anh ta nhay 1én ding trén may
cay don khiéng dé quan sat, d& phong bon cuong hao
dudi theo. B&i vay, ngudi “nhung quan” déng vai tén
cu6p chiu tang cho me, bit khin trdng. Bon khiéng
quan tai (goi 1a dao ho, dao ty) mic quan 4o nhu bon
lau la, ngdm cdy nhang tuong trung cho cay thé, lay
quan tai. Nhitng hiéu linh déu truyén ra theo ti€ng go
sanh (sénh) hodc dong tac ctia hai ngon den sap thay
cho cay dudc, tat ca déu & tu thé khan treong bi mat,
khong gay tiéng dong.

Nhén dan ta von lac quan, siéng ning, nhung tinh
hinh thé gi¢i khong phai 1a phing ling tir 1au.

“Tw bdn Phdp cang ngay cang rdp tam ddnh chiém
Viét Nam lam thudc dia va dung lam ban dap chiém



cdc nuoc ¢ Vien Dong”. “Pén gitka thé ky thit XIX, nan
xdam ldng ciia chu nghia tw bdan phuong Tady da bao phii
va de ndng lén ddt nucc. Tinh hinh hét siic nguy ngdp.
Nhung vua quan nha Nguyén van chim ddm trong cudc
song xa hoa, hoang phi va tw mdan vdéi nhitng bién phdp
doi pho tiéu cuc ciia minh. Triéu dinh nha Nguyén phdi
chiu trdach nhiém truéc lich sit vé dai hoa sdp dén voi
dan toc”.V

1 Lich stk Vier Nam, tap mot, Nha xuét ban Khoa hoc xa hoi, Ha Noi,
1971, trang 381.
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TINH VA NGHIA

TAISAO LAIPHAN BIET CA DAO O BAC, TRUNG,
Nam? C4 nudc ta tir bao gidr ca dao van 1a mot dong ngot
ngao va dam da nhu stta me, lai mang ndi dung cham
bi€m, chong 4p biic, 1dm khi vui twoi. Cudi the ky XIX,
hdi méi chiém Nam B0, thuc dan suu tam ca dao, tim
hiéu dé cai tri nguoi ban xi, ndm 13y tam ly. Mot s&
ngudi gop st v6i ching, nghién ciu va trich dan vai
cau nhu: “Trdch long con choé sua dai. Ndm canh anh
vieng bdu, né sia hoai sang dém. Thuong em, anh phdi
di dém. Phdn do bdt dwoc, ddnh mém nhw dua”. Hoidc
“Thuwong em anh phdi tréo rao. Ao luon bung cic, gai
quao rdch da”. Phan do 1 quan tuan do di canh, gitr
trat ty trong thon xom, ngoai tuan do con c6 phdn thii lo
canh phong ghe thuyén qua lai dé thau thu&. Thu& thau
vao thi ¢6 vién tho lai tinh todn, anh phan thi xin thém
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mon tién mon goi tién dau, dung mua dau dira thip dén
cho tram canh ban dém; trong thyc t€ anh ta dem uong
ruou. “Anh ngdi phan thii trong treo. Miéng kéu ghe ghé
chdn tréo xuéng thang. Budc xudng thang, quat che tay
ngodt. Chia ré vo chong, rudt thdt dwong bao” .

Bao céau ca dao khac duom tinh nguoi, tinh dan tdc
voi truyén thong “quan ho” tir Bdc Ninh, rat xa trong
khong gian va thoi gian. Nhimg tiém tang trong tim
6c. Noi dung van 1a tinh thily chung gén bo: “Bdu vé,
anh chdng ddm cam. Dang tay dwa bdu, ruét bam nhw
dua”. Dang c6 nghia m& rong ra nhung ciing c6 nghia
lui ra, ding xa nhau. “Tring vit d6 lon triing ga. Thdy
md em trdng, anh da muén hun (hon)”. Thai do bon cot,
nhung nghiém tic: “Mudn hun mot cdi ma choi. Mdam
trdu hii ruou két doi v chéng”. Lai nhic nhé tinh than
chién diu, chong moi kho khan: “Vi ddu chi thodng to
manh. Khéo cdu thi dwoc cd kinh bién Dong”. Véi soi
chi mong manh, bat ca kinh, khong so cé kinh, néu ta
khéo 1éo trong nghé.

Lai c6 suu tam dugc giai thoai vé buc tho la lung
ctia mot thi€u phu no & Chg Quan, c6 1& thi€u phu ay
khong biét chit Nom, chit Nho gi ca. Bic thw géi ghém
theo nghia den, trong gidy, gdm nhitng mon thong dung
d€ goi y. Va nguoi nhan biic thu chic hin 14 yéu ca dao.
Ai hiéu chdng bing vo; vo gdi cho chong, chéng doc
ra khong kho.

Vung Cho Quan ngay xua c0 trai giam, quan huyén
tron quyén bat nhét hoidc tha ngudi pham toi nhe. Cho



Quén thudc huyén Téan Long ctia phti Tan Binh, tinh
Gia Dinh. Quan huyén tén gi, ching ai nhé, chi biét ong
ta khong bao gio ri nguoi hau thi€p xinh dep. Co nay
hién lanh, vui ngoai mit nhung trong long budn buc,
ngoai viéc nau nudc pha tra cho quan 16n thi doc séach,
gdy dan qua budi. Hom 4y, sdng sém vira ra san c6 chot
thay tén linh tir duong cdi chay vao:

- Cai sy nay la lung, t6i mudn trinh véi quan 16m.

C6 hau hoi:

- La lung nhu thé nao? Trong tay mi cAm mén gi?

- Da mot nguoi dan ba g&i com cho chong bi giam.
Trong gbi com, t6i gdp n6. Chuwa dam mé ra.

Ro6i dén gan co6 hau, chi linh noi khé:

- T6i md ra thir roi goi lai. Qua 1a mot vu dau doc,
bua phép, hiéu lénh gi d6 d€ cho bon ti trong dém nay
hoac vai ngay ntta lam loan, vuot nguc.

Trong khi c6 hau chua biét tra 1oi nhu thé nao thi
quan huyén trong sanh duong hdi 16m:

- C4i gi? Mu6n bam 1oi gi, vo day. Tir ray vé sau,
mi ching duoc dn néi ludng tudng nhu vay.

Co6 hau im lang vao phong. Lic ndy, quan huyén
ching néi gi dén c6 nhung trong tham tam c6 hiéu ring
minh bi ray. Ong ta luon nhic nh& co & trong phong, &
nha bép, mudn ra duong céi thi phai xin phép. Toém lai,
ong ta wa ghen bong, ghen gio.

- C6 Ut chuyén nay giao cho ¢ do.

C6 budc ra sanh duong dé cho nghe ti€p 10i day cla
quan huyén, nhung 6ng ta da tdi trude ctta phong ma nobi:
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- Ho lam chuyén la, c6 xem gium t6i. Chuyén nhd
thoi. Cai géi nay ching dang ban tam tri. Ma that toi
cting khong hiéu. Ching 1& bit nguoi dan ba d6 ma tra
khao, kém kep. Chong né muon tién clia nguoi ta dé
mua bén, c& bac thua khong trd dugc. Muon tién c6 gidy
to, khong tra thi toi bit giam. Day...

Co6 hau khép nép nhan cai goéi gidy. Roi dén phia
sau nha b&p m& ra. Thoat tién co nghi tham:

- Khong chimg d6 1a mot thang thuée Nam.

Trong tdm gidy thay vai céi 1ong vit, mot cong co,
mot 14 trau lai c6 mot dong tién kém. Pang chud y nhat
la vai sgi toc dai. “Hen chi chu linh kéu bao la bua phép,
dé tran ém”. Trén nhanh 6i, chim chia véi hét. Noc trau
khoe 1a xanh to. Phia trai danh cho gia dinh cta linh
hiu, giong hat ru con ngan nga, td ro. Co ling nghe:

O day Cho Qudn thém sdu,
Com dn ching dwoc, dn trdu gidi khudy...

Dita bé khoc nho, chic 1a me né dang lo nghi, tu
nhién ma hat Ién cau hat wom moc sdn trong tam tw ty
thud nao.

“An trau gidi khudy, nao phai thi€u com; c6 com
nhung budn rau, #n khong ndi. TAm trang con nguoi
duong nhu gidng nhau. Trau #n nhiéu qué, lam cho
miéng mom va ludn cé bao t nhu chai cting. Say trau,
cting nhu say ruou, say thudc. An lién miéng thi budn.
Ld trdu, 14 tru trong goi gidy 1a goi thuong nhd, lo ling
cho chdng bi giam cam”. Nghi vay c6 hau giat minh,
thay minh nong can khong lanh le. Nguoi dan ba no vi



khong biét viét chit Nom, chir Nho nén muon 16i ca dao
ma dién ta tim sy. M&i mot mon do trong goi gidy 1a
goi cho nguoi nhan noé vai hinh anh trong ca dao.

Trdu, 14 trau 1a cau hat ru con vira nghe.

Cong ¢4, ta c6 cau hat, thi du nhuw “Nhiéu swong cé
moi bac ddau. Thuwong anh em chiu tham sdu tie ddy” .

Cdi long vit, “Linh dinh vit 1di giang ha. N6i cho
tot lop, bac da trao tay”. V6i y nghia 1a ngudi vo da
lo tién hoi 10 cho vién thw lai, hodc cho quan huyén gia
nhon gié nghia no ma sao chua thay chong veé.

Soi téc, nhiéu cau ca dao dung hinh anh soi toc
“Dém ndam bo téc qua minh, thé cho bdn mang kéo tinh
nghi nan”. Nhung & day, c6 1€ 1a: “Téc mai soi ngdn
soi dai. Ldy nhau ching ddng thuwong hodi ngan ndm” .

Dong tién kém, “Tién tai nhw phdn thé, nhdan nghia
to thién kim”.

Dén do, co hau thdy dwoc sy bi mat cia goi gidy
phai cho quan huyén hay roi xin minh oan cho nguoi
kia. P& tré nai, miy dita linh hau sé bia ra nhiéu tdi,
vu cdo cho nguoi dan ba dot chir nhung lai biét “Vdn
chuong thi phii”. C6 chay ra ngoai bdo tin. Quan huyén
thoat tién khong dong y v&i 16i gidi thich ay, nhung lat
sau, c6 hau rap lai timg cau cho van diéu 4n v6i nhau:

“O day Che Qudn thém sdu,

Com dn ching dwoc, dn trdu gidi khudy.

Téc mai soi ngdn soi dai,

Ldy nhau chdng duwoc, thuong hoadi ngan ndm.
Tién tai nhuw phdn tho
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Nhon nghia to thién kim

Trdm hwong kho kiém, anh tim cing ra.
Linh dinh vit 19i giang ha,

Noi ra tot lop, bac da trao tay.

Nhiéu swong cé méi bac ddu,

Thuong anh em chiu thdm sdau tie ddy” .

Sau vai cau gan hoi, quan huyén bén cho phép thiéu
phu no vao trai giam gdp mit chdng va ngudi chong
duoc tha tdi, sau khi ky gidy hita trd tién ho chi no.

Co hau trong theo tan c6ng, bdi hdi. Vo chong nguoi
no ra vé, vui mung “thuong hodi ngan ndm” trong thuc
t€. Pau nhw truong hop co, tudi trdng tron, duogc cau hoc
tro nghéo gdm ghé nhung & day, song bat dic di voi
ngudi chong gia lam vo 1&. Co vudt méi toc, gio nhe
thdi phat pho, chot nhé dén soi toc goi trong bic tho
khong viét ra chit, nhung cu thé 1a tinh nghia, 1a nhip
phap phdng ciia con tim néng sot.

- Téc mai soi ngdn soi dai...

*

EE S

Ca dao ngay xua & Bén Nghé con nhiéu. Xin noi
qua mot cau chuyén c6 that vé co ban néu lén dic tinh
clia nguoi phu nit Viét khi giic Phap méi qua. Nhiéu
ong ky 140 con ké chuyén co gai bi tha beé chudi troi
song 1am nodi tng trong don gidc. Co ngudi quéa quyét:
Chinh mdt co gai giét tén quan Bac-bé (Barbé) & ndi
thanh cudi ndm 1860. Xin diéu chinh lai cho ding loi



an ti€ng noi lic bay gid: Khong goi quan ba nhung 1a
quan ba khoanh; cai khoanh bing vai, théu kim tuyén
x0 vao cau vai 4o ctia bon si quan Phdp, lam hiéu cho
quan ham. Thué 4y, chiic quan ba khoanh to Iim. Quan
doi Phap sudt thoi gian dai ding trudce thang 2 nim
1861 dit dudi quyén chi huy t6i cao ctia mot quan ba
hai quan, tai Sai Gon, vi quan so it 8i. Trong quyén
sdch xuwa kho tim, nhan dé “Vai chuyén sinh hoat ciia
ngueoi An Nam” gdm nhiéu chuyén ngén, noi dung la
that nhung thém phan hu cau, ta thdy nhic dén vu phuc
kich giét tén Bac-bé. Hai tac gid clia quyén sich néi
trén c6 y béu xau vi anh hing Truong Dinh, ching td
la vao nhimg nim vira dit chan 1én dit Sai Gon, gidc
rat so Truong Dinh va nghia quan.

Co6 Hai, tam goi nhan vat chinh, 1a con nha néng vao
hang da an, xinh dep. Trong dam trai lang nguoi duoc
c6 g&i gdm nhiéu tinh cam nhat 1a Tri.

Nha Tri nghéo, hoc hanh dang d& vi vay anh chi
ddm nhin 1én, chao hdi khi hing ngay c6 Hai di cho,
qua dinh lang. Nu6c nha dang hodi bién d6i. Tau gidc
danh pha Da Néng r6i vao Nam, quyét chiém thanh
Gia Dinh. Quan doi ta tir Bién Hoa kéo vé, dong déo,
trong s6 d6 c6 mot vién lanh binh 16n tudi, tén la Sit.
Cha me cd Hai dong y ga cho vién lanh binh, sau khi
nhan s6 tién khé to. Gidc dén 6ng ta gitr vong ngoai
ctia don Ca Tré an ngtt thanh Gia Pinh, bi thuong nhe,
danh rit lui hdi ha. C6 Hai l1am phan sy nguoi vo hién,
tan tuy chim séc chong. Ong ta bi khién trach nén ndi
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gian, dd 16i cho k& dudi: cing noc, danh linh 20 roi.
Panh bing roi tre, dap cdy tre cho dap rdi danh thiang
tay. Nan nhan phai dém timg roi ai quén thi danh tr&
lai tr mOt roi ma danh thém. Du s6 roi quy dinh, con
hinh phat b tiic 1a d6 chén mudi ngam trong gidm chua
1én vét thwong dAm mau & hai bén mong cia nan nhan.
Chua hét. Con bit budc nan nhan quy lay ta on “Quan
trén” trude khi 18 16t vé trai.

B4y gi®, quan si ta lo cling cd dai don Phi Tho.
Nghia quan va nghia dan tr ving 1an cén, c6 linh dén
dién ctia Truong Pinh voi va kéo dén.

Gidic dong don réi rac tai Truong Thi, chua Khai
Tuong, dén Hién Trung, chua Kiéng Phudc, chua Cay
Mai d€ ndi lién Bén Nghé vao Chg Lon. Khéi don non
tram thude 1a khu vuc ta kiém soat, bay gior cay cdi sim
uat. Quan ta hoat dong dén tan khu vuc Truong Thi, hanh
dinh 16n nhét cua gidc, va Mo Sung (goc duong Céch
mang thang Tam va Ky Dong) nhw 10i cu D Chiéu ca
ngoi bai vin t€ Truong Dinh.

Tré lai cau chuyén, c6 Hai lo thu gép luong thuc
cho dai ddn Phu Tho. Tri, nguoi yéu dau tién cia co,
trng tham gia nghia quan trong tinh hinh méi, hai
ngudi thudng gip nhau, it khi bi du luan soi moi. Dong
bao dang lo gitt nudc. Nguoi chong co Hai cam tic khi
nghe quan hau bo céo thai do than mat ctia c6 khi gip
Tri, nhung Tri khong phai la quan si du6i quyén chi
huy tryc ti€p thi khé bé goi dén dé chixi ming tra thu.
Tén lanh binh theo déi, thudng tién cho quan hau véi
vai 101 cidn dan: “Bon mi lam nhanh, dé ta rdnh tri”.



Ct doi ba ngay, Tri va cd Hai gdp nhau ban bac vé
céach thiic gom tién va van chuyén lia gao vé kho.

Mot budi x& trua, Tri dang tho thdn chot thay tén
quan hau goi:

- Cau a, viéc can kip 1dm, tim mai khong gip cau.

Tri dugc biét chi linh nay lo cong viéc nha kho cho
lanh binh. Han néi r6: “Co Hai muén gdp cdu dé hoi
vé s6 lia gao giao lén Thudn Kiéu, bo so ghi lam nhw
thé nao do”. Roi hin thuyét phuc: “Viéc cong, khong
nén tri tré, quan lon mdy ngay ray di Bién Hoa dé tdp
dot binh si. Coé Hai bdo la cho cdu ¢ nha”. Tri tin 101,
dén ngay nha tén lanh binh, qua that phia truéc nha im
ling, khong mot bong ngudi. Tén quan hau chay xudng
nha sau, trd 1én noi:

- C6 Hai niu com, cau xudng nha ma ban bac.

Tri voi va theo chan tén quan hau. Hin dwa anh vao
nha bép rdi hin budce ra clra sau, d€n mé vuon. Anh di
theo bén got. Nhung hdi o1, vira ra khoi ngudng ctra phia
sau thi ti€ng tén 1anh binh quat to:

- Thiing stic sanh bt n6 tai tran.

Tri nghe ti€ng co Hai cdi lai:

- Ai lam gi hai t6i? Céi thing linh hau nay...

Tré rdi. Bdy gior c6 dang & trong budng tdm, kiéu
budng nhd dung gitra troi, bon phia ¢6 nhimg tim
dira nuéc che lai. Tén lanh binh tri hé 16n. Bon linh
chay t&i, tuan 1&€nh di tim nha 6ng hwong gido trong
ban hoi té dé€ cap bao. C6 Hai danh chiu thua vi tén
lanh binh da cAt mé quan 40 ma trudc khi vao budng
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tdm co da cdi ra. Ong huong gido va vién chiic trong
ban hoi t& 1a tén lanh binh va bon tay sai dung dao
ma cudng bitc, c&i quin 4o Tri. Theo 10i budc t0i clia
tén lanh binh thi c6 Hai va Tri la hai ké lang loan bi
bit qué tang. Hin ra 1énh cho hwong chiic lang dung
hinh phat ning nhat: Tha beé chudi troi song dé 1am
guong. Bon linh hau nhanh tay 1am cong viéc do tén
lanh binh sdp dit sdn, c6 Hai va Tri chiri ming tuyét
vong, huong chitc va dan chom x6m toan can thiép
nhung bi dudi ra xa.

Chuia Khai Tuong & trén go cao ving trung tim Bén
Nghé. Thoi trude, chung quanh chua la nha clra sang
trong. Viéc tu b6 nha chiia gan nhw hoan ho, luén luén
vang son trang 1&. Khi chi€ém thanh Gia Dinh, giic bay
trd khiing b khong chap nhan nhimg di tich “ngoai
dao” & xtt ma ching xem la thudc dia. Chua dong ctra
roi trd thanh cit diém quan trong, ndm trong chién tuyén
chay dai vao Chg Lon. Tén quan ba Bac-bé dem quan
dén, dwa twong Phat ra sin, cudng buc suw sdi roi khoi
noi tu hanh. C6 st liéu mo ta hin to 16n, dep trai, qua
Nam Ky véi 6c¢ ty ton lang man. By gio, bén phuong
Tay c6 tam 1y thoat ly thuc t€ tim dén nhimg rimg ram
hodc hai ddo ma tir song rach, cay co, giot swong cho
dén con nguoi duong nhur con man dai, hon nhién. Han
thich san bin. Vung nhiét d6i xit ta 1a noi hin muén



kham pha diéu méi la. Nhu da néi, nho tri déng & chua
Khéi Tuong sit hanh dinh cii cia quan doi vién chinh
ma hin sdng van yén lanh, chua bi khudy rdi dang ké.
Mot sang no, nhu thuong 1€, hin hit thudc xi ga, cudi
ngua di sin & phia bo song Bén Nghé (ma gidc goi la
song Sai Gon). Bén yén ngua hin gai theo céi binh day
rwou. Voéi thai do tu tin, han ludn ludn di mot minh.
Ngua phi nhanh theo con dudng mon, qua cau Thi Nghe
roi ré bén phai ra mé sdng, swong mu vira tan, chim bay
timg dan trén ring ban.

Dot nhién, ngua dimg lai, hi 1én. Hin trd mait, truéc
canh twong qua la lung d6i véi hin. Sat bo song, trén
céi bé nhd gdm bon nidm cay chudi két lai 1a mot nguoi
dan ong 1a mot nguoi dan ba tran trudng nim st vao
nhau, tréi chit. Hai con sau hung hing bam chiéc be,
dap dudi, nudc ving Ién tring x6a. Hin bin mot phat
chi thién. Siu 1dn mat. Nguoi con géi trén be thi rén hir
htr, ¢6 quo tay. Nguoi con trai chic 1a da chét, cut mat
mot chan, qua bay chon von trén cao. Hin budc xudng
bai bun. Con nuéc 1én ddy dua chiéc be dén gan. Lap
tiic hdn m& troi, vac nguoi con gai 1én vai. Nguoi con
géi néc 1én, kéu ru nhin lai xdc chang trai con lai trén
be. Nhung hén chi chd y dén nguoi con gdi con song,
nong Am, véi voc dang déu din, mai toc den huyén roi
nui. Tirkhi qua Sai Gon chua bao gio hin gip mot nguoi
con gdi bon xit dep nhu thé nay, mic diu md hoi, bui
bim da bam day trén lan da méng bi chdy ning c6 1&
tir hai ngay qua.
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Bon linh I1& duong, ban bé hin bu lai chia ma xem.
Hin thuat lai nhiing gi da thay va cuong quyét 1am theo
y muon: Ctu séng c6 géi vi co6 phang phét nét duyén
dang la thuong. Hin pha nuéc néng cho cd udng. Hin
g0i y si dén, nho chita tri nhanh. Vai gio sau, cd trd nén
tinh tdo. Hin don phong cho c6 nim. Hom sau tén ba
ho & Binh Dién 1am do tham cho hin lai dé€n, suy nghi
rdi can gian:

- Khong nén chita chap co gai nay.

Tén quan ba hat ham:

- Tai sao vay? Giai thich cho ta nghe...

- Céi tuc 1& tha be chudi troi song dé trimg tri bon
ngudi 1én Lt tinh ty chic 1a quan 1én khong hiéu néi.
Quan 16m khé dé phong s tra thu.

Tén quan ba mim cuoi, dudi tén ba ho ra ngoai.

Nguoi con song trén bé khong ai khac hon 1a c6 Hai.
Bi dit vao hoan canh khoé xtt, c6 thao thic, nhé cha me,
lang x6m, dic biét 1a thuong ti€c Tri. Du6i mit ¢, tén
lanh binh khong xing déng 1a nguoi. Hén c6 y gai bay
dé giét Tri va co, ding theo 1¢ lang, cho hi con ghen
tiic. Trong hoan canh nuéc mat nha tan tén lanh binh
lai ¢6 du thoi gian d€ nghi dén chuyén tham doc va loi
dung quyén han.

O mai noi ndy ching? Cii da tim ciia tén quan ba la
loi dung vé x4c thit. Hin goi tén thong ngon dén dé hian
hoc ti€ng Viét; doi khi hin bd ra thoi gior d€ day co timg
tiéng Phap. Hin hita xem c6 1a vo, dem vé bén Phép,
hoiéc néu nhuw c6 mudn thi hin xin trung khan vai trim



mau dit & ngoai 6 Sai Gon ma 1ap vuon, muén ngudi
cay cay; quan Phép du stic chi€m tron Nam Ky, dén Chi
Hoa sé mat nhanh chong. C6 Hai tdi than nhung biét che
gidu tinh cam. Sém mudn gi tén quan ba cudng ép an &
chung, con gi nhuc nhi cho bing. Gid nay, bao nhiéu
nghia quan nghia dan dang dao ham, dip liy phia Chi
Hoa dé gitt nuwéc. Co phai tron vé xém cii ma gép phan.
Nhung bong dédng nguoi chong khon nan day quyén thé
con do6, ong ta sé ti€p tuc tra thu, chua biét bing cach
nao, nhung tha tr& vé xom rdi chét ciing ha da.

Stic khée cod Hai da hoan toan binh phuc, lai nh¢ dn
udng day dd nén nhan sic thém phan hip dan ddi voi
tén quan ba. Co gid vo nhu c6 thé yéu hén, xin dugc vé
thidm nha rdi dua cha me tan cw dén gan don. Tén Bac-
bé chap thuan y kién dy. Khi roi chuia ¢6 Hai nhw bin
rin. Hin cAm gitr lai dé day nan thém doi tiéng Phap,
c6 lam theo 10i. Hin khen ngoi: Thong minh 1im, vai
thang sé hoc xong nhiing ti€ng thong thuong.

Co Hai tr& vé. Tén lanh binh ngac nhién, trong khi
bao nguoi trong x6m dé€n mimg rd, thim viéng, dic biét
1a mdy ong ky 1do. Khi co hdi vé 1€ lang, cac 6ng déu
no6i dit khodt ngudi c6 toi chi chiu x& phat mot 1an ma
thoi. Tri da chét vi sdu dn da danh, nhung c6 con song
ma tré vé day 1a do bén mang con 16m, chfmg ai duoc
quyén xir ¢6 1an thit hai. Hon nita, tén lanh binh da bi
giang chic, Trong viung gidc chi€m, twong Nguyén Tri
Phuong giao moi viéc vé do thim cho Quan Dinh titc
la Treong Dinh.

o
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Tudng ring trong nhimg ngay sip téi minh dugc
yén &n dé giip cho nghia quan, c6 Hai vé nha me ma &.

Tén lanh binh nao chiu thua, ngay nao c6 Hai con
song trén coi doi nay 1a ngay Ay hin thiy nhuc nha. Han
khong dam danh dap, giét hai, vi c6 khong con 1a vo hin
nita, ban 4n da thi hanh xong xu6i rdi. Tuy nhién, hin
nghi ra muu k&: Bit gitt c6 Hai vé t0i hanh nghé mai
dam v6i gidc. Co Hai danh 14c dau thé dai: Con nguoi
doc 4c dén thé 1a cang. My ngay qua hin bit mot s6
gdi diém t6i lui trong lang, bon nay 1an la lam tinh véi
quan si cla triéu dinh, gy nhiéu vu cii va ndo dong.
Co6 Hai bi giam chung mot hd véi ba bon ¢6 géi diém...
Tén lanh binh von giau tudng twong cho dao cdi ho that
sau nhr miéng giéng, dudi ddy khong c6 nude. Hin cho
céc ¢6 @n no rdi cin din lam theo y hdn. Co6 vira bi ném
xudng, ca bon cudi vang, ché riéu roéi bat bude co phai
dn m& xwong cd, com ham. Co6 Hai khong dn, ném bo,
céc co khong thiy duoc vi chung quanh 1a bong t6i om
om, ngay nhu dém. Tén lanh binh lai ra 1&énh méi. Cac
c6 dung stic manh ctia s6 ddong ma cing tay chan c6 Hai
roi danh dap, chiri tuc. Co Hai ching di sic cya quay.
Roi dén Iuot thi ba, ldc ban dém, céc co gai di€m sau
khi &n udng no né nhu 1a phan thudng lai duoc 1énh cdi
truong co6 Hai trong khi tir trén miéng ho vai tén linh
dot dude roi xudng, cuodi am 1.

Quén Dinh di tuin ngang qua ay, ghé lai. Quan Dinh
ra 1énh chim dut tro dua dem cd Hai 1én mat dat. Tén
lanh binh tranh né trach nhiém, bao la quén si cda hin



ty y tréu cot khi say ruou, hin khong hé hay biét. Va
hin gia vo trimg phat vai dita dé€ 1am guong.

Khi gip Truong Dinh, ¢d Hai thuat dau dudi tu sy
va htta s& lam moi viéc du chét cling vui long. Truong
Dinh khuyén c¢6 kién nhan cho doi vai ngay. Thinh
thodng, Truong Pinh goi ¢d dén noi tri quéan, gan dén
Phu Tho. C6 khong ngo 1a nghia quan hoat dong khong
ngimg. Nhiéu nguoi gid dang di budn thiing ban bung,
nhu thiy thudc dé ra vao Bén Nghé. Ho noi vai tin tic
ma c6 nghe 16m phan nao. Bon Phap doi dai bac tir dén
Hién Trung d&n chiia Khai Tudong hoic dwa thém linh vao
chua Cay Mai. Lai con nhiing chuyén nghe x6n xang,
nhu bon ching ling bit ddong bao & bén Thi Thiém,
hoac ban d&m, ching rinh quang dudng ma nghia binh
thuong lui t6i, vai nghia quan bi bét, tra tin da man,
phoi ning sudt ngay, khong cho dn udng roéi bin bd x4c.

Truong Pinh ban bac cin ké& véi cd vé céc chi tiét
can thiét. Co xin bo quan 4o lua t6t, dé ching té co 1a
ngudi giau c¢6. Co chai téc sudn sé, thinh thoang soi

guong mim cudi.

Tén quan ba Bac-bé cho doi. Hin uéng ruou mot
minh, nhin con duong quanh co ma hin thuong coi
ngua ngay ba lan dé di tuan tra phia Chg Lon. Cé moc
ngap dau, gan nhu che 14p may ngdi nha sup d6 véi lu
hii bé nat, ban gh€, cot kéo chdy nam. Tung hang cau
X0 xdc, thi€u chdm soc; day trau thi dung dwa c6 bam
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viu vao cay coc da gay. Bon si quan dén udng ruou véi
hin, ché giéu:

- Chu may si tinh vira phai thi thoi. Khon ngoan nhu
th€ ma bi dida gdi nha qué luong gat. Udng rugu cho
vui, chd vién binh tir Thuong Hai tré vé d€ danh giic.

Tén quan ba gat dau khong dap, hut thudc xi ga lién
ti€p nhiéu di€u. Chimg ban bé ra vé, hin ra truéc san
tinh nhdm: da nim ngay rdi, nim ngay yén tinh ma doi
phuong tuyét nhién khong khuay rdi. Ndng rdo, cudi
nim, mit troi xuéng nhanh, dot swong mu ling ling
nhudém m¢ ngang dot cau. Bon quén canh dén bdo tin:

- Co6 ba lao ndi c6 Hai hom trude va gia dinh co ta
tim gdp quan 16n.

Hin n6i nhanh:

- Bay gio & dau? Cho ho téi day.

- Ba ldo néi quan canh ding kia chin lai vi ba ganh
theo d6 dac, quan 4o, mung chiéu phéi luc soat.

Lap tic tén quan ba Ién ngua. Va nhu thuong 1€ vai
tén linh Phdp theo sau ho vé. Hin quay lai:

- Tao di mot minh dwoc rdi. Chiing bay gitt don. Ai
hoi n6i ndm phuit tao trd ve.

Ding xa thip thoang d4ng ba ldo dang gdng ganh.
Ngua phi nhanh trén con duomg quen thudc di dén dén
Hién Trung véi khic quanh - nay phdng dodn khiic
dudong Vo6 Vin Tan queo trai 4n vao duomg Cach mang
thang Tam. Ngua chay cham lai. Hin khong ngac nhién
vi ¢6 Hai da xuat hién va c6 dua tay 1én 1am dau hiéu
khi con cich xa chirng mudi thuée. Nghia quén ao ra,
sat bén. Ngudi va ngua déu ling ting, phan tmg khong



kip hin kéu hoang té xuéng, con ngua ciing bi ddm nga
quy. Nghia quan cdt hai cai cau vai c6 gidn phu hiéu
ba khoanh va cit luon cai thii cAp. Bon linh ho vé clia
hin chay ngua t6i nhung nghia quan da rit nhanh mat
dang. Troi sup t6i. Tiéng sting ndi 1én vu vo véi tiéng
quat théo.

Doi sang hom sau bon Phap méi dam trd lai, con
ngua con thoi thop. Chiing luc soét, khong bit duoc ai
c4. Ban be 1am 1€ an tang cho tén Bac-bé kha long trong.

Mot théng loi ctia nghia quén trong ndi thanh. Nhung
hon hai thang sau, vién binh ctia gidc tir Thuong Hai dén
Sai Gon, danh 1én Phd Tho. Thanh bi ha, tuy khi gidi
tho so nhung quén va dan ta chong cy can dam. Nghia
quan lién tiép quay rdi ndi thanh, roi rit vé ngoai 6 trong
khi luc lwong chinh yéu ctia Truwong Dinh lo bd tri cin
ctt & Go Cong bay gid thudc tinh Gia Dinh.

Nhimg ngay 4y, c6 Hai & dau, chéng ai 16 chi tiét,
nhung trong dan gian cu truyén tung giai thoai nguoi
thi€u phu bi tha bé chudi troi song, bi gidc bit rdi gop
cong giét gidc. Nam thang troi qua, nao ai biét c6 Hai
song bao nhiéu tudi, chét trong truong hop nao, cé 14y
chdng va sanh con dé céi ching? Con ngudi sém mudn
gi ciing chét thoi. Hon trdm ndm r6i. Cai con ma ta
nhic nhé 1a phu nit Viét Nam da tich cyc chong gidc gitr
nuoc, ¢ truyén thong. Sy tham gia Ay c6 phan gay go,
doi hoéi hy sinh 16m lao hon ca giGi dan 6ng, thém bao
rang budc, ky thi, d6i xr da man ctia thoi phong kién.

Chua Khai Tuong & sat ngay sau ngdi nha to nay
danh trung bay toi 4&c My - nguy tai Thanh ph6 H6 Chi
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Minh. Bao nhiéu ching ct doi dao, da dang trung bay
trong phong gay xuc dong vo han vi d6 1a su noi ti€p
clia toi ac thoi phong ki€n nha Nguyén, toi dc cha thuc
dan cu.

St cho biét: chua Khai Tuong xay theo 1énh cta
Minh Mang dé d4nh d4u cudc dat noi chao doi cia minh.
Thoi Ty Piic, d6 1a dia phan ctia Tan Loc l1an. Lan la
don vi hanh chanh nhv mo6t xa nhd. Tan Loc, 10¢c méi.
Loc nay ra. Ruom ra, trong hoan canh khé khan, ta nghe
thém mot cau hat tir thoi dy:

Chimg nao Cho Qudn hét voi,

Thii Thiém hét gao, em thoéi dua do.
Bdp non ma nuong lita 1o,

D& ai ve duwoc con do Thii Thiém.

Con do Tha Thiém ciing gitp nghia quan, chéng giic
& miic khiém t6n, khong ai biét tén tudi, nhu truomg hop
c6 Hai. Ma biét dé 1am gi? Biét 1a co gai Bén Nghé, co
gai Viét Nam th€ ciing du.

Vé sau, khuén vién ciia chita tré thanh trieong hoc ciia con trai nhdam
dao tqo gido vién. Nam 1880, chua bi do, truwong doi qua co sé mdi la
trieong Xdch-xo-lu (Chasseloup Laubat) xdy cdt xong khodng 1877,
Pho tuong Phdt cia chiia Khdi Twong, tac bing cdy, trung bay tai
Vién bdo tang Sai Gon, thoi Phdp.

Tw liéu lien quan dén chuyén nay rit tie Henri Le Verdier et
H.Maubryan. Scenes de la vie annamite. Khi - hoa (Recueil de nou-
velles) Paris, 1884. Phdp Idy tén Bac-bé ddt cho con duong nay, nay
la Lé Quy Pon vi duong nay ¢ bén hong chua Khdi Tuong ma chiing
goi chiia Bac-bé, dén Bac-bé.



SAI GON

TU LUC GIA LONG CON SONG PEN KHI MINH
Mang vira 1&€n ngdi, thuc dan Phap cit 1am le doi moén
no “phuc quéc”, néu ching khong ctu gitip vé nhan
sw, vé sting dan thi Gia Long khong tai nao trd vé dat
ctt duge. Cung vao nhiing nim 4y, ndm 1819, thyc dan
Anh chi€m c va thanh 1ap cang Singapore. Ta khong
di nguoc thoi gian xa hon dé nhé ring thyc dan Tay
phuong mudn mua ban bat binh déng véi cac nuéc chau
A va Bong Nam chau A tir gitra thé ky XVI, cu thé 1a
thuong gia B6 Dao Nha - ¢6 nhiéu c6 dao phiéu luu cing
di - da mua béan véi Trung Qudc, voi Nhat, dugc phép
xay dung thi trdn Ao Mén (Ma-cao). Hang h6a mua di
bén lai, von mot ¢6 lic 161 dén muoi, binh quan mot vén
bén ra hai, ba, hodc nim. By gi®, chuyén chd véi lai

e
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tau budm déng bing cay gia ti (teck) clia rimg An Do,
¢6 chi€c chd dén 900 tan. Thi hao Lu-i do Ca-mo- en
(Louis de Camoens) ctia B6 Pao Nha ting di Ma-cao,
ngang vung bién vao séng Ctru Long. Qua miii Viing
Tau, thi hao bi ddm thuyén, chi duing mot tay ma boi
10i, tay kia thi dua cao 1én ngon séng dé nim chit, bao
vé tap ban thao cla thién hing ca lam rang danh cho
vin chuong Bo6."

Dé gianh anh hudng v6i bon Anh, thuc dan Phap
dinh cudng chi€m ngay nudc Viét Nam, uy hi€p tryc ti€p
kinh d6 Hug, sau nhiéu chuyén thim do, thuong thuyét.

Dénh chi€ém Da Néng xong (1858), thuc dan Phap
thdy bi sa 1y, tién thodi ludng nan, bay gio dai binh con
ban ron viéc danh phan dn & cdc hdi cang bén Trung
Qudc. Chung bén nhin tré vao Nam, quyét dinh danh
Sai Gon vira tru phii ma lai phong thi kém cdi, dé dung
lam diém twa. Chién ham Phap va Tay Ban Nha ngay
10-02-1859 triét ha don Viing Tau, Can Gio rdi theo
song Long Tau sudt nim ngdy danh cac dén nhod doc
theo bod. Bon Phap cho ngudi do tham tw 1au, trong s&
nay c6 tén thuc dan doi 16t thay tu Lo-pheo (Lefelvre)
va bon tay sai. BEn Nghé (song Sai Gon) hién ra um tim
v6i nhitng day nha ngdi, chom cau, chom dira va rai rac
cay sao, ciy gira ¢6 thu. Rang ngay 17, dai bac tir chién
thuyén gidc ni vao thanh Gia Dinh, yém tr¢ cho b binh

1 Day la tap Lusiades-Viing Tau, tén xua ctia ta. Thuong gia B6 Pao
Nha dit tén mii Saint Jacques; Saint Jacques de compostelle, thanh
t3 clia nuéc Bo.



chiing theo con duong sau goi la Cuong D€ (nay 1a Dinh
Tién Hoang) thing dén trudc cta thanh (géc Nguyén
Du). Quan si bén trong tuy dong dao, lwong thuc du triv
nhiéu nhung chua quen ddi pho (hai nidm sau, trong tran
Chi Hoa, ho ¢6 kinh nghiém hon), lai thém cac quan chi
huy y&u kém va sém mat tinh than nén bon Phap danh
dé dang, vuot chién hao, dung thang tréo vao. Chung
pha hdy kho dan duoc, d6t kho gao rdi san bing tat ca,
s quan ta c6 thé trd lai chi€ém thanh.

Vi con vuéng ban chinh chién & Thugng Hai nén
bon Phap chi treong ¢d tht ma bao ton lyc lwong, cho
khi c6 ti€p vién s& banh truong khu vuc chi€ém dong.
Chung tré lui kha xa, bd hén vung Sai Gon, dén tan don
Hitu, con goi don Rach Bang (bén nay cau Tan Thuan).
Day la mot trong hai dén quan trong 4n ngir thanh Gia
binh ma ching vira ban nat, trudc khi vao Sai Gon.
Can ci nay duoc bé tri kién ¢6 hon, chung quanh ¢6 s&
gian than tin®.

Hon chin thang sau, chiing tré 1ai, chon vi tri Truomg
thi Gia Pinh ct dé lap hanh dinh (Nha Van héa Thanh
nién ngay nay).?® Rdi 14n vao khu thuong mai Che Lon,
dong ddn nhd rai rac & chua Khai Tuong (khu Nguyén
Dinh Chiéu, Tran Quy Cép, Lé Quy DPo6n), & dén Hién

1 Giic cling c6 d6én Hiru, goi dén phia Nam (Fort du sud), vi tri
d6n Rach Bang ci, tén chit Thao Cau (thdo 1a bang, nhu cd, dung
duong dém).

2 Khi linh Phédp doi qua thanh Gia Dinh cti (thoi Diém goi thanh Cong
Hoa). Truong thi trd thanh cdn ci ciia linh ma ta. Truong thi thoi xuwa
rong 1on, Hiép udc 1862 ky tai ddy.
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Trung,” & chua Kiéng Phudc (truong trung hoc Hong
Bang, Chg Lon), & gdo Cay Mai. Goi “Chién tuyén dén
chita” vi tat cd déu chon nhitng dén chua cat sén tir
trude, chi can tu bé lai ma thoi. Vé quan nhu, quan cu
thi cdt nha kho sat mé song Sai Gon. Toan bo luc luong
giac uwoc chung 300 linh Phap va 200 linh Ma-ni cta
Tay Ban Nha.

V& tén dit, do sy dp dit ctia thyc dan nén bit dau
c6 sy xuyén tac, 1an 16n. Nhim loi ich truéc mit 1a mua
ban, bién phan dit Nam Bo tré thanh lanh thd Phap,
bon thyc dan khong nhic t6i tén Bén Nghé nita. Ching
dung cdi tén trudc d6 chi ving Cho Lon 1a Sai Gon
thay th€ cho B&n Nghé. Bén Nghé trd thanh Sai Gon
trén ban do, song Bén Nghé dugc goi la song Sai Gon.
Rach Vam Bén Nghé, nhanh s6ng nhé di vao Cho Lon,
goi 1a rach di vao khu thwong mai ciia ngudi Hoa kiéu
(Arroyo Chinois). Rach Thi Nghe goi rach A-va-ldn
(Avalanche), tén chiéc tau chién dau tién vao tham sat
rach Thi Nghe, mot ngay truéc khi mé man tran danh
Gia Dinh.

Sudt hai ndm troi rong ra, tir thang 2 ndm 1859 dén
thang 2 nam 1861, quan ddi ta va quan doi Phap ct
canh chimg nhau. Phdp lo cing c¢& phia Sai Gon (Bén

1 Trén go Tan Triém (Tdng nha canh sat cii) ngoai chiia Kim Chuong,
mi&u Hoi dong con dén Hién Trung. Pén nay tho nhing “cong thin”
Nguyén Anh, trong giai doan “trung hung”, truéc san c6 hai ao nuéc
nhé nén Phap goi “khu viec ao nude” (aux Mares), 1ap nong trai roi
cét trai linh tap.



Nghé) va giit chién tuyén dn vao Chg Lon. Ta huy dong
luc luong xay dip dai ddon Phud Tho ma Phép goi chién
liy Chi Hoa vi don Trung, noi dit hanh dinh cta tuéng
Nguyén Tri Phuong & vao dia phan lang Chi Hoa. Da
xdy ra hai trAn danh nho. Va mot vu phuc kich giét
chét tén quan ba Bac-bé (Barbé). Giic lo phong thi
khu chi€m doéng, chi trong vao phia mé song Sai Gon,
1ay con duong nay 1a Hai Ba Trung dn ngang qua ving
cao lam trung tam.

Bdy gio viéc xam chiém Nam Ky khong dugc bén
chanh quéc tan thanh déi khi con 1a lanh nhat hodc phan
d6i. DE tranh thii thoi gian va nhim tao ngan sach riéng
“ldy chién tranh nudi chién tranh”, ngay 22-2-1860,
trong lic quan doi ta dang xay dung dai don Phui Tho
thi gidc ra nghi dinh m& cta cho tau be Phéap va céc
nude khac ty do vao cang Sai Gon. Va ngay trong nam
4y, nhitng dich vu xuit nhap khiu dat con s6 kha quan
1a 7.700.000 quan. Ban ra 53.939 ton-n6 gao, mua vao
hon mot triéu quan hang hoa trong d6 phan ntra la &
phién. Gao ban di Hueong Cang va Singapore; 111 tau
buodn chau Au va 140 tau budn Trung Qudc ra vao cang.
Ciing trong thoi gian hai ndm bi phong tda tir phia Chi
Hoa - Phd Tho, chiing m& vai con duong nhim muc
dich quén sy va giao thong van tai. Trudce tién la chinh
d6n, m& rong nhing con duong mon cé sén tir trudc,
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nhu duong nay 1a Hai Ba Trung, Pong Khoi, X6 Viét
Nghé Tinh (phia Sai Gon dén cau Thi Nghe). Rdi thém
duong nay la Lé Thanh Tén, tir Sai Gon dén mé song.
Puong tri d4 ong, khong sach sé cho 1dm. Tén Lo-pheo
(Lefélvre) dua so tay sai tr X6m Chi€u (Khanh Hoi) qua
chi€m ci viing dat phd Cho vira bi tan pha.(“Bén Nghé
cika tién tan bot nuéc”, Dd Chiéu) tic 12 khu vuc cho Ci
ngdy nay, giita nhimg con duong nay la Nguyén Cong
Tri, Ham Nghi, Nguyén Thi Minh Khai, V6 Di Nguy.
Dong nit tu thanh Phao-16 duoc cap dét, gidp xay co so.
Thuc dan chua dd thoi gian dé thiét k& thanh phd trén
nhimg nét lon. Tir xua, B&€n Nghé ¢6 sén nhiéu kénh thodt
nude & vi tri duong Nguyén Hué, Ham Nghi, Nguyén
Thi Minh Khai va nhiéu rach nhé d6 ra song Sai Gon.
Bdy gio, ¢6 y kién nén d€ y nhu cii rdi dao thém nhiéu
kénh khac cho ghe thuyén t6i lui d& dang, duong thiy
thay thé& cho 16 xe. Ban dau thi nao vét cho sau, cho 4n
thong v6i nhau véi con kénh méi dao nim ngang (1ap
lai tré thanh duong Lé Li). Nhung sau rot lai déao 16n
k& hoach cho 14p sau tat ca kénh rach tixr ving cao dem
xuéng. Thoi 4y bén Phap con dung loai xe cé ngua kéo
lam phuong tién tw hodc cong cong, chwa hoan chinh
viéc sang ché€ xe hoi. V&i 10 xe dung cho xe ngua kéo,
thuc dan tudng 1a duong sa rong rai, nao ngo sau nay
véi xe hoi thi thanh chip hep. Thuc dan duy tri va nhin
nhan phuong hudng duong pho thoi xua cia ta. O xi
mua ning hai mua, c6 ning gay git, huéng chung clia
duong sa van theo hudng cii: Bic-Nam, Dong-Tay.



Ngoai méi lo s¢ vé nghia quan pha rdi, bon Phap rat
lo 4u vé stic khde. Cac thit bénh tat thuong xuyén & ving
nhiét doi nhu kiét ly, sot rét, dau gan hodc con ning x&
trwa gay git déu 1a méi de doa, y hoc Tay phuong chua
nghién ctru d& chong lai ¢6 hiéu qua.

Vi vién binh tir Thuong Hai tré vé, dau nam 1861,
bon Phdp tin cong 1én dai don Phd Tho rdi mé rong
xuéng My Tho, Vinh Long d€ kiém soét ctra song Clru
Long, m& duong 1én Cam-pu-chia. Panh 1&€n Bién Hoa,
gidc nhidm y d6 uy hiép Trung Bo va Tay Nguyén, kiém
soat vang dan toc it nguodi. Ving Bén Nghé khong con
bao nhiéu nguoi. Tén Da-ri-ét (D’ Aries) ting gitr chiic
chi huy t6i cao luc lwong chi€ém dong ving Sai Gon
trong thoi gian bi phong tdéa da twomg trinh véi Do doc
Bo-na vé tinh hinh hanh chanh ma hin dang la gidam
doc dic trach c6 thim quyén nhat. Hai ban cong vin
ctia hén ghi tiéu dé con khiém t6n “Viing chiém cik Sai
Gon” (Etablissement de Saigon) dé ngay 28-11-1861
va khong dé ngay, nhung ghi thang 12 nim 1861 chita
dung vai chi ti€t quan trong. Dai khai, khi Phéap vao Sai
Gon, & theo bo song ¢6 hai lang 16m (ding ra 1a vung)
Khanh Hoi va Thi Thiém nhung c4 hai déu bi Phéap d6t
chay. Mot s6 dan phan 16n theo Cong gido dén voi giic,
dan chung quanh cén ctt Rach Bang (Tan Thuén), Phap
cho lap lang méi dat tén Tam Hoi (tam, theo nghia la
tam thoi). Tén Pa-ri-ét phdng doan noi nga ba rach Vam
Bén Nghé va song Sai Gon sé trd thanh khu thvong mai
phon vinh... Hin dé nghi danh riéng vung dat thanh Gia
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binh cii, gitra rach Thi Nghé va rach Vam Bé&n Nghé theo
con duong nay la Hai Ba Trung cho nguoi Phap cu ngu
v6i quy ché nhrr mot thi tran bén Phap. Hin dua y kién
vé viéc D6 doc Bo-na ky quyét dinh tich thu ving Bén
Nghé dé phan timg khoanh bén lai cho bon thuong gia.
Theo tinh than 4y, trong vong 15 ngay, tat cd nhimg ai
c6 gidy to xac nhan la cha dat ca phéi khai bao ngay.
Nhung dau cho c6 gidy to thi cling xin mua lai phan dat
ctia minh theo phuong thitc dau gia; néu khong du tién,
nguoi khac s& mua r6i boi thuong chut it vé nha cta,
vuon tuoc cho chu cii. Tén Pa-ri-ét cho biét s6 nguoi
con gitr duoc gidy to rat it va can phai xem xét 1a that
hay gia. Th& 1a thyc dan tha hd cudp dat, thau vao cong
quy so tién kha to. Bay gio, ciing theo hai tai liéu n6i
trén, dan & Bén Nghé gdm c6:

- Nhiing nguoi Cong gido dén khi gidc vira chiém
thanh Gia Dinh, theo chan Lo-pheo.

- Nhitng ngudi tir viing 1an can chay dén vi s¢ quan
lai triéu dinh nghi ngo, bit bo.

- Bon phiéu luu dén tim co hoi truc 1oi.

Tén Da-ri-ét nhin nhan: S6 16n dan cu ngay xwa da
tdn lac; nguoi giau chay qua cac tinh ma triéu dinh con
kiém soét, phan dong nguoi nghéo dang tan cuw, song
bénh bong trén thuyén & chg nhd, vung 1an can. Theo
y clia hin s& dan bénh bdng nay tranh né sy kiém sodt,
khong chiu dong thué, sé doi cong dn viéc 1am va c6 thé
bi kich dong, khdi loan. Hin dé nghi dudi dan ra khoi
khu vuc quy dinh cho thi tran Sai Gon. Nén danh khu



vuc riéng phia Tan Thuén hodc Thi Nghe (Phi My) dé
kéu goi dan ching gom vé cho ho theo quy ché lang xa
tw tri nhw thoi xua. O ndi thanh, ngudi Viét nao mudn
cu tru thi theo quy ché nhw nguoi Phap, khong dugc 1ap
lang xa ty tri, ho 1a nhitng ca nhéan riéng biét, phai ghi
tén vao s6 kiém tra d€ theo doi vé mit an ninh.®

Dé phong nhitng cudc tin cong cé thé xay ra, dong
thoi cting 1a khoanh viung dé ban dat, D6 doc Bo-na
(Bonard) quyét dinh gom Sai Gon va Chg Lén 1am mot
don vi hanh chinh. Tén C8p-phin (Coffyn) thao ra ban
dd chi tiét trong d6 c6 viéc dao con kénh vanh dai (con
goi Bao Ngan) lam ranh gi¢i d€ Sai Gon va Chg Lon
tré thanh mot ving cu lao an toan. Kénh nay ndi lién
g0 Cay Mai (da an thong theo duong thly, tdi rach Lo
Go6m) lén Phu Tho, bing qua canh dong Hoa Hung roi
d6 vao rach Thi Nghe (ngay cau Cong Ly). Bo kénh sé
1a duong bod cho quan si t6i lui canh tuan, trén kénh tau
chién c& nhé di chuyén. Kénh dao d& dang vi dan phu
tranh d4u, nghia quan tdn cong, 27 tén cai thau lai pha
phach nhau. R6t cudc, nhing khoang dat dung cét phd
thuong mai & Sai Gon c6 nguoi gianh mua, vung lang
mac gitta Sai Gon va Chg Lon voi vudn cau vuon trau

1 Nim 1859, chf c62.000 nguoi trong viing gidc kiém soat. Pén khoang
1862-1863, c6 tir 7 d€n 8.000 nguoi. Xem Lucien de Grammont, Onze
mois de sous préfecture en Basse Cochinchine. J.Sory xuit ban 1863.
Day 1a dan & Sai Gon, chua k& Cho Lén. Ciing theo tac gia nay, trudc
khi Phép dén, Sai Gon c6 khoang 100.000 ngudi. Thong ké thoi trude
cén cit vao so dan ghi trong bd 1im khi lai d&m ludn ca trai gdi trén
15 tudi.
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hoidc x6m lam nghé thii cong thi con do, ching ai chiu
dau gia vi sg ket von, kho ban lai. Vi vay, ndm 1864 bon
cam quyén lai tach Sai Gon va Cho Lén ra 1am hai don
vi hanh chanh riéng biét. Con kénh vanh dai néi trén
da 16i thoi, thé lyc gidc dang banh truéng vimg chic.®

Sai Gon trd thanh cén ¢ dung dudng bon phan dong,
hiéu chién nhat dang tim cich m& rong dia ban thong tri
bén Cam-pu-chia, thim hiém song Ctu Long dé dom
ng6 nudc Lao va mién Nam Trung Qudc. Pong thoi,
bon phiéu lwu quan su lai &m muu dung Sai Gon lam
ban dap dé danh ra Bic, tim duong 1én Van Nam véi y
x4u. Thyc dan Sai Gon ¢d dong cho bon Phép tir chéanh
gdc dén mua ban hoic 1ap don dién trong cay ky nghé
v6Oi nhan cong ré mat. Bao chi bén Phap gop phan lam
quang cao cho viéc khai thac Nam Ky v6i 16 1€ lac quan.

bit xong su bao ho & Cam-pu-chia, chi€ém xong cac
tinh mién Tay Nam B9, thyc dan bit dau c6 thé manh
ludn ca vé tai chanh. Viéc mua ban v6i nuéc ngoai chi
stit gidm dang ké vao nam Truong Pinh khdi nghia & Go
Cong. Veé chinh tri, bon si quan héi quan ndm tron quyén,
x{r tlly tién nhimg ban an t&r hinh hoc Ivu day nhiéu nim

1 Kinh Bao Ngan (canal de Ceiture) con di tich ngay duong Duong Cong
Trimg & quan 11, d§ 1én nha tho Him, queo qua khiic kénh chua 1ap
can trudc truong hoc Tan Trang, qua duong Ly Thuong Kiét, song
song v6i duong Bic Hai; khi méi dao bé ngang 10 mét, siu 3 mét.
Tham khéo thém t& bAm ctia Pham Tién. Tap san Si Pia, Sai Gon,
s0 3, trang 148-149. Ghi nh¢: Kénh Tham Luong dao tay nim 1871
nhim n6i song Sai Gon qua Vam C6 Pong nhung khong dat yéu cau;
kénh Thanh ding ra la Thanh Da, tén lang cii, dao ndm 1897.



ra Con Non, Pai Hai. Chiing tuyén mo nguoi Viét lam
linh, mbi doi ndm muoi nguoi; bon phii huyén ngudi Viét
dwoc moén linh 1&, linh ma ta. Bit chudc 16i xung ho thoi
Xua, tén si quan coi hanh chinh & mdi hat (sau goi tinh)
xung 12 quan bd (bd chanh). Quan bd dau tién & hat Sai
Gon 1a Bo-rét (Boresse) duoc bd nhiém nhan chanh thc tir
7-1-1863, trong thuc t&€, dd ddm nhan viéc hanh chanh va
canh sat tir 1859 dén 1861, khi quan doi Phap bi phong
tda, chi kiém soat sd dan it oi gan don Rach Bang. Quy
ché vé thi xa Sai Gon dit ra tir 8-5-1867, vién xa Tay
(d6c 1y) dau tién 1a y si Tuyét (Ture).

Trong thoi gian bi phong tda, tén chi huy cao cép
nhét ctia Sai Gon la Pa-ri-ét (D’ Ariés) dit vin phong
trén tau chién, dau gan mé song. Tinh hinh tam 6n, Do
doc kiém Thong d6c Nam Ky cho cit dinh thy bing
ciy van mua tir Singapore, & ving dét cao bén duong
nay la Hai Ba Trung (nén truomg Lasan Taberd).” Bon
Do ddc ti€p tuc & ngdi nha nay mai dé€n nam 1873 mai
doi qua dinh No-r6-dom (sau pha, xay dinh goi 1a Bdc
Lap). Bén Phap con ch€ do quan chd, bdi vay phong
ti€p khéach ctia D6 ddc trung hinh vua Na-phé-luan dé
tam, hoang hau va hoang t&r. Gan mit tién cda dinh 1a
“Qudng truong dong hé” voi cai dong hd dé trén cao
15 mét. Tirngay 30-7-1862, ding 12 gi¢ trua, tau chién

1 Vi tri truong Lasan Taberd 1a dinh ctia tri pht Tan Binh doi Tw Duc.
Doc truyén Hé Hudn Nghié¢p do Nguyén Thong ghi lai, ta biét chic
Ho Huéan Nghiép bi gidc duwa vé day dé diéu tra, linh muc lam thong
ngon 1a Legran de La Lirave.
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trén song Sai Gon ban mot phat dé 1ay gio lam chuén.
Thang 1 nam 1861, nha buu dién dau tién xay cat, lop
ngo6i am duong c6 rao bing tre ché nhd cim trén vach
dat hoi thdp. Ciing ndm nay, nha in cia nha nuéc thanh
hinh; tho sdp chit, cai tho, nguoi sira bai déu 1a cong
chitc tir Phap qua. Nam 1864, thanh 1ap dinh Thuwong
tho, ndm tron quyén vé ndi an, xung ti€ng Viét “Lai
bo thwong tho”, voi con dau chit nho “Lai bo quan
phong” (Direction de I'Intérieur) c6 quyén x@ t&r tdi
nhan, sau khi duoc D6 doc dong y. Lic méi dén xu ta
va trong khoang thoi gian kha dai, thuc dan theo duong
16i tuy tién: Vira dung luat 1€ phong kién thoi Ty Duc,
vira dung luat 1& ctia Phdp bén chanh quéc mién c6 lgi
cho sy dan ap va boc 16t. Ai muu toan khdi nghia thi
bi dong gong, tra tan cong khai trudc ddm dong dé lam
guong, than nhan ciing bi bit, gan nhu kiéu tru di tam
toc (Téng doc Loc lam theo duong 16i nay); hodc 4p
dung ch€ d6 1am xau cudng bach thoi xwa. Nhung khi
can thau thué, chiing lai theo quy dinh bén Phap véi trat
doi, voi tién phat. V& viéc khan dat, chiing bay ra nao
bing khoan, cich mua thuan mai, ddu gia v6i diéu kién
sdch (cahier des charges) nhim ning cao mic thau vét,
ddng thoi danh wu tién cho bon tay sai hiéu ranh luat 1&
mai. Ngay 9-7-1864, tén quan an hat Sai Gon dugc 1énh
bit giam tit ca nhitng nguoi Viét dang cu ngu doc theo
bo rach Thi Nghe va chung quanh thanh Gia Pinh ci,
kiém sodt bon linh Ta-gan (Tagal, th6 dan Phi Luat Tan
bi Tay Ban Nha mua chudc qua Sai Gon lam linh danh



thué) vi s6 ngudi nay thuong lan la véi nguoi Viét. Ai
khong c6 noi cw ngu rd rét thi day ra Con Pao hodc tan
DPai Hai (ddo Bon-bon), néu cw dan cta lang lan can di
lang thang thi huong chitc lang Ay phai chiu phat tién.

Nim 1866, dinh Thuong tho cit xong co s& kha dd
s0 (goc duong Ly Tu Trong va Pong Khéi.V) Co s& Hai
quan goi ndbm na S& Ba Son thanh 14p tir 1863 gan vam
rach Thi Nghe, gan vang dat xudng déng tau thuyén thoi
xua ciia ta. Trude do, chi nhanh Cong ty van tai cia lanh
thd Hoang D& (Messageries Impériales) sau goi nom
na S& Nha Rong toan 1ap xudng stra chira tau gan day,
nhung lai thoi. Nam 1864, S& Ba Son xay dung xong
vé co ban nao u tau, xudng lam ndi “s6t-de”, bd phan
day budm, lai con 10 hAm gach dé tu tic xay cat. Nam
1865, S& lo xay 13p nhimg chiéc xang dao kénh, bo phan
roi dem tir Phdp qua. R6i dem vé mot u tau ndi, dit lam
tr nwéc Anh. Nam 1884, dao thém mot u dai 150 mét.
S& Cong binh ctia quan doi xay cat bénh vién Don Dat,
riat sém. Con duong nay la Ly Tu Trong hoan toan do
S& noi trén giao cho nguoi Viét 1anh thau, 1ap ham ho
(mot khoang trén duong nay 1a hao thanh Phién An), trai
da4, can v6i “hii 16” kéo bing sitc nguoi, xong vao nim
1864. S& Phdo binh (bon bén nay la duong Don Dat,

1 Goi dinh giam d6c¢ Noi an, dinh Hiép 1y hodc dinh Thuong tho, toa
nha hiy con hai chit D.I trén cdng. C6 cau hat: “Thuong tho bdn gidy,
Thii Ngi treo co...” hodc “Ngé ra ngodi bién mi mu, thdy tau éng
Thueong cho tit vé phia Tay”. Day vé Tay, qua dio Bon-bon (Réunion,
trude 14y tén 1a Bourbon), qua Cayenne, hodc cang Toulon (Phép).




SONNAM

BEN NGHE
XUA

Lé Thanh To6n, Lé Lgi noi dai va mé song) ddm nhiém
viéc dic gang thép, may moc sung dan.

Kham 16m Sai Gon tu chinh lai nim 1866, 1an luot
mé& rong thém trén nén clia xudng diic tién thoi xwa. Nha
tho dau tién trong thanh phd & khu vuc nay 1a Cho Ca,
nam 1874 doi vé dinh D6 doc (nén truong Ta-be), dén
nam 1877, dit vién d4 du tién & dau duong Dong Khai,
xong niam 1880. Khi dao méng d6 nén, c6 phat hién vai
dung cu bing da thoi tién st va nhiéu hai c6t clia quan
si thoi Lé Véan Khoi bi vay trong thanh. Truong Ta-be
lap & nén dinh D6 doc ci, thoat tién dé nudi tré mo coi
lai Phap, lai Au bi bd roi (1875).

Truong hoc dau tién 1a truong Da-tran (College
d’Adran) 1ap ndm 1862 thau nhan tré em nguoi Viét,
cap hoc bong nhim day chit Phép dé tao lita gido vién
dé day truong téng - bay gid goi gido tho - va cong chiic
0 3 duong Tay Ninh (nay duong Nguyén Binh Khiém).

Xu th& phit trién clia cho Sai Gon 14 14n vé phia Tay
- Bic. Nim 1863, nha ctra chi xay cat t6i duong nay la
duong Ly Ty Trong. Nam 1864, 1an t6i duong 30 thang
4. Dén thang 10 ndm 1865, tran d&€n duong Nguyén Thi
Minh Khai va hai thang sau dén duong Nguyén Dinh
Chiéu (Phan Dinh Phung cii).

Theo bdo “Tin titc Sai Gon” ngay 10-11-1865, s6
thg xay cat cong s& & Sai Gon udc chimg 2.000, di

1 DPuong Ly Tu Trong l1a duong xwa véi hang cdy me hon trdm nam,
nip & miéng cong con ghi do S& Phéo binh diic nim 1876.



nhién tay nghé khong dong déu, gdm ludn lao cong
don thuan.

Vé tién bac thong dung, khi quan ddi vién chinh
Phap dén thi trén thi truong Pong Nam A, luén ci Sai
Gon, tr lau da lwu hanh “déng bac con co”, tiic ddng
bac Mé-hi-co, cham hinh con 6. Gi4 tri déng nay 1én
xudng chiit it so véi ddng quan ctia Phap. Mot ddng con
c0 dn 5 quan 37 trong pham vi quan déi Phap, 5 quan
65 tai Singapore & thi truong tw do, 6 quan 25 & Huong
Céng. Mot quan tién cda ta (600 dong) duoc ngudi Phap
tri gia ngang v&i mot dong frin ctia ching, vi vay, dong
frdn (am 1a phat ling) goi 1a ddong quan. Vi thi€u tién
18, phai chit dong bac con co ra lam tw ma xai, mdi
phan goi goc tu, hoidc cic tw. Song song voi dong bac
con co, trong dan gian con xai tién ci, loai tién kém;
lic dau thyc dan cong nhan trong viéc thau thu€, 1an
hoéi lai khong xai. Nam 1874 dén 1879, & Nam Ky xai
thém dong “do-la” cha My. Lai xai tién Huong Céng,
tién An D¢. Trong dich vu ddi tién loai nay ra loai kia,
¢6 mot s& An kiéu dau co thau 1oi.

Ngan hang Bong Duwong thanh 1ap vao ndm 1875,
cho phat hanh nhiéu loai gidy bac, pho truong tham
vong khong dédy cla thuc dan. Trén gidy 20 dong, c6
hinh con voi, thing nai; mit kia vé nguoi dan ba tuong
trung chau Au, tay cam liém hai, bén canh 14 con bo
céi, b6 lia mi, day nho. Gidy 100 ddong néu hinh Vat-co
do Ga-ma (nguoi tim duong hang hai qua bién An Do,
vong quanh Nam chau Phi). Mt bén kia, c6 chit Han
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“Gia Dinh, Tdy Cong. Nhiit Bdch Nguon...” Theo tinh
than chir nghia thoi Ay, Gia Dinh 1a ving Nam B9, Tay
Cong thuoc dia cta Tay, ctia Phap. Trén gidy 100 nay,
con ghi chu tri gia véi chir Phap, chiv Anh.

Theo Nién gidm 1865 ctia chinh quyén Sai Gon
(khong ké Cho Lén) trude khi Phdp dén woc chimg
50.000 ngudi, chia ra hon 40 lang. Tinh hinh méi khién
dan chiing tan lac, dan tiép tuc s6ng v6i nghé dic lu
huwong, chan dén va vat dung bing ddng; vuon tuoc
chung quanh nha gan nhu nguyén ven. Mudi mot lang
khdc thanh hinh theo hai bén b rach Vam Bén Nghé
nhu viing Cau Ong Lanh, Cau Kho, rach Ong Lén, rach
Ong Bé. Phia Tan Dinh, gan bo rach Thi Nghe, thém
hai lang méi: An Hoa va Hiép Hoa. Bén canh 1a Phu
Hoa kh4 xua, tir doi chiia Nguyén ndi danh véi nghé
mdc. An Hoa va Hiép Hoa gom da s6 dan tir Da Ning
bi gidc dwa xudng tau, vao Sai Gon cudi thiang 3 nim
1860, sau thoi gian ngin ngli ma gidc chiém dong Da
Ning roi rit quan khi danh xong thanh Gia Dinh. 6] lang
An Hoa, gan Cau Bong, c6 Cau Sau: Kiéu vong rao bo
tri trén bai song aé khoang 40 con siu, danh lam thit
ban. An Hoa cung cap nhiéu tho, lao cong cho nhu cau

1 J.Silvestre. Notes pour servir a la recherche et au classement des
monnaies et médailles de I’Annam et de la Cochinchine frangaise,
SaiGon, 1883, trang 123. Ciing theo tac gia nay, vao nam 1863, mot
ky 16 vang tri gia phong dinh 3.127 fran 67, mot ky 16 bac la 200
fran. Trong Vi¢t Nam Vong Quéc Sk, cu Phan Boi Chau dung chir
Tay Cong dé chi ving Nam Bo.



chinh trang thanh pho. Hiép Hoa thi tdn man hon, dan
chiing phai doi chd khi nha nuéc mé rong con duong di
Tay Ninh (Cach mang thang Tam); tir bd rach Thi Nghe
dan d6 don xudng phia géc Nguyén Thi Minh Khai va
Céach mang thang T4m ngay nay, lam rdy trong bong
chung véi nguoi Hoa kiéu goi khu cho Dii.

Muoi mot lang nay gdm chimg 8.000 nguoi. Ciing
theo Nién gidm 1865, ving Cho Lén c6 chimg 6.000
Hoa kiéu. Tém lai, Sai Gon - Cho Lén nim 1865 dai 7
ki-10-mét, voi khoang 20.000 nguoi, trong d6 ba phan
tw 1a nguoi Viét.

Ciing trong nam 1865, trudc khi chi€m ba tinh mién
Tay Nam B0 hai ndm, da thiét bi xong 15.350 mét duong
sa & ndi thanh, tap trung vao vung nga ba rach Vam
Bén Nghé va song Sai Gon. Chiéu t6i, c6 phu di thip
dén dau dira d€ trong 16ng kiéng trén tru cao, chi phi
den dau rit trong thu€ mon bai, dé€n 1869 moi nghi dén
chuyén dung dau Itta thay cho dau dia.

Cho Cau Ong Lanh cit xong nim 1874, theo mé
rach Vam Bén Nghé, van theo cach bg tri nha clra hop
ly thoi xwa, hai day nha, mot nhin ra duong 10, mot dau
lung lai, nhin ra mé rach véi san trén mat nudc.

Trén ban d6 hoéi nhimg nam 1875 (ndm Thu khoa
Huan khdi nghia) vung tru phid ctia Sai Gon con quanh
quin & khu vuc nay 1a Cho Ca, vé phia Tay theo mé
rach chi thi€t k& toi duong Nguyén Théi Hoc; trong thuc
t€, toi duomg bac si Yet-xe (Yersin). Puong Nguyén
Thai Hoc 1a con rach nao vét lai, mang tén kinh d6 s6
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38, mot nhanh rach thién nhién d6 qua phia Cau Mudi.
Goc duong Yet-xe va Nguyén Thai Binh ngay nay du
tri 1am bon chia dau 1&ta cia nha nudce. Rach nhd véi
nhanh nhéc quanh co va dam 14y con chiém dién tich
kha rong tir duong Yet-xe dén truéc chg Bén Thanh,
goi ao viing Bo-rét (cia duong Boresse), 14p 1an hoi tir
1878 t6i khoang nim 1916 méi dit diém. Trong budi
giao thoi, khu vuc duong Bo-rét nay ndi tiéng hic am,
hang & ctia co bac, ctia “nha s6” (s6 clia mon bai chiu
thué mai dam).

Phia Tay Bic thanh phd, trén khoang dit diy md
ma ctia Ma nguy,” DOng tap tran va Mo sting thoi xua,
thyc dan thiét 1ap truong dua ngwa va bai tap bén trong
phéo. Thoat tién gidc pho bay “mau sdc dia phwong”
bing cach boi bac, cho chii nai Viét Nam mic 4o dai
den, doi khin be, cudi loai ngwa c6 nhd con. Lai con
cudc dua xe bo. Lan dua dau tién, nim 1864, nguoi
Phap sang trong dén du véi xe song md; bon quan lai
dau hang ngoi trén vong c6 linh khiéng, mang theo trau
cau, di€u dom. K& to mo vao khu vyc truong dua, ngdi
trén md mé vo chii ma xem (dén khoang 1931, trudong
dua doi vé khu Phud Tho, goc Ly Thuong Kiét).

Ving ngé ba song Sai Gon va rach Vam Bén Nghé
(khu vyc Ngan hang nha nuéc) da ban cho thuong gia

1 “Truong dua chi dé ddu vé ngua hay, k& bén go ddt cao ddy, k& rdng
Md nguy thué hay tiéng ciing” Nguyén Lién Phong, Nam Ky phong
tuc dién ca. Phat Toan, Sai Gon, 1909, trang 39. Ma nguy chon xac
1.750 nguoi gia tré bé 16n bi bt trong thanh, nhan vu Lé Vin Khoi.



Phéap, Ptc, Anh, My, cong chiic Phap va bon mai ban
tr Singapore mua dau co.

Nguoi Au xay nha, méi nim thém nhiéu. Nam
1862, xay 40 nha, trong d6 c6 37 nha cdt cay, vach
van, lgp ngodi. SO con lai 1a nha cot gach, xay tuong.
Nim 1864, ta c6 nhitng con sd twong tw 1a 108 va 63.
Nam 1865 c6 200 va 107. Nam 1866, 1a 427 va 226.
Hai ngoi nha l1au dau tién 1a try s& ctia Cong ty van tai
Ay-mong va Hin-ry (Eymond et Henry) bit dau xay
cit ndm 1863,V va tru s& chi nhanh Cong ty van tai
cia lanh thé Hoang D& (Messageries Impériales) cat
sau vai thang, hoan tat nim 1864, goi S& Nha Rong
hodc S& Ong Nim; trén néc gin hai con rong bing
sanh, nguoi cai quan tirng la trung ta (quan nam) trong
quan doi vién chinh. Cong ty 14y dau hiéu “ddu ngua
va mé neo” vi tr bén Phéap da lanh thau chuyén chd
duong bd voi xe cé ngua kéo, sau m@ thém nganh
duong bién.

Puong day dién tin ndi Viing Tau vao Sai Gon nim
1864, nhim bdo tin tau sip vao bo. Cot co Thii Ngit
dung ndm 1865 dung treo co hiéu khi tau vao cang va
nhiing qua bong lam hiéu khi giéng bao 16n.®

1 & goc duong Nam Ky Khéi Nghia - Bén Chuong Duong, khoéng ngoi
nha cat sau ndy 1am Phong thuwong mai r6i “Thueong vién” ché do ci.
Bdy gid sau ngdi nha mot ting clia cong ty c6 sén dam cau, dira.

2 Cot co dung trude S& Thh ngr méi 14p cha Phap, tic la S& Thuong
cang Sai Gon, diing chir thoi xua d€ dich lai. Chua gip tu liéu nao
cho biét thoi Ty Diic & day c6 don canh. Ty vi cia Huynh Tinh Cla
ghi chi: thii ngit, chitc quan git ctra bién, don thi tai clra bién.
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Tran giic Phap, Phé (Piic) nim 1870 tam thoi khién
thuc dan Sai Gon lo ngai, theo doi kiéu dan Pic, canh
phong can mat ctra Can Gio. Phép bai tran, chanh thé
Cong hoa thanh 14p, bon thyc dan duogc yén tam vi duong
16i xam liang ching c6 gi thay ddi, manh hon 1a ding
khac. Thay ddi ching 1a vé hinh thic, bd nhitng danh
xung goi ch€ do quan chi. Con duong Hai Ba Trung
voi tén cii duong clia lanh thd Hoang D& (rue Impéiale)
ddi ra duwong Quéc Gia (rue Nationale). Puong Hoang
Hau nay 1a Nam Ky Khéi Nghia d6i ra Mic Ma-hong
(Mac Mahon, thong ch& Phdp cAm binh bai tran, bi Dic
bit nhung khi tré vé nudc thi thing tay dan ap phong
trao Cong x4 Pa-ri rdi try thanh Tdng thdng Phéap). Con
duong I-sa-ben dé nhi (Isabelle II), tén ctia nit hoang Tay
Ban Nha tré thanh duwong Tay Ban Nha (rue d’Eédspagne)
nhic nhé vai tro clia nude nay khi gop stic voi Phap danh
Sai Gon trong budi dau (nay duong Lé Thanh Ton). Bén
Ni Pha Luan (quai Napoléon) goi bén Thuong mai (nay
bén Bach Ding). Cong ty van tai clia lanh thé Hoang
D& d6i ra Cong ty van tai duong bién (Messageries
maritimes). Tiéu dé cong vin & Nam Ky dung chit Phép,
khi dich ra quéc ngir d€ phé bién trén Gia Dinh bdo -
mot loai cong bdo - thi lai kho nghe va mia mai d6i véi
cong ching. Cong hoa Phap dich 1a Viéc chanh chung,
theo nghia chdnh quyén Ia cta chung, clia dan khong
con clia nha vua. Ba phuong cham: Ty do, Binh ding,
Béc 4i ldc dau dich 1a Phép thong th3, Luat dong bing,



Nghia anh em, thudc dia goi 1a quan hat. Hoi dong quan
hat (Conseil colonial) thanh lap theo nghi dinh 8-2-1880.
Ciing vao ndm nay, Tdng thong Phap dong y cho thudc
dia Nam Ky duoc cir mot dai biéu vao Ha vién Phap.

*

EE S

Thuong gia Phap da tiig chuyén chd hang hoa qua
lai phia Nam chau My va dao Bon-bon (Bourbonne, con
goi Dai Hai). Bao nay thuoc Phap tir nam 1642, ding
lam bén dimg thuyén dé tu bé, nghi ngoi truéc khi dén
m&y nhuong dia Phap & An Do rdi qua Pong Nam chau
A. Cang Sai Gon nim & ching duong quan trong trudc
khi Ién Trung Qudc rdi Nhat.

Ban dau, thuong gia Phap thiy phan khdi. Mot nim
sau khi ha thanh Gia Dinh, cang Sai Gon m& voi ché
d6 tw do mau dich, tau budn Phap khong dugc tro cap
hoiéc hudng mot quyén wu tién nao vé thué khoa so véi
tau buon clia cic d6i thii loi hai nhu Anh, Puc. O Sai
Gon, tir trudc da c6 bon mai ban Hoa kiéu nhiéu kinh
nghiém, tiép tay dic luc cho vua quan nha Nguyén dé
thu mua, phan phdi hang héa. Dau mu6n hay khong,
thuong gia Phdp chan wot chan rdo ciing phéi nwong tua
vao giGi mai bdn mic diu bi mat kha nhiéu quyén loi.
Ngay tir ndm 1860, mot thwong gia Phap nhan xét: Bon
mai ban Hoa kiéu 1a nhimg “ké thi cdn thiét”.

Thuc dan Phap c6 tim cong thic lam &n. O Bic
chau Phi, gan nuéc Phdp véi khi hau 6n hoa, dit dai

e
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twong doi tot thi ngudi Phap dén trong tia, mua ban, cu
ngu ludn khong can vé x. O vung nhiét déi chau Phi
hoéc & cac hai d4o c6 nguoi da mau, thuc dan tha hd
chiém dat, cudng bic nguoi dia phuong trong tia gan
nhu theo ch& dd nong nod dé c6 san pham thich tng véi
nhu cau thi truong. Nhung & Sai Gon véi hau phuong
1a dong bing song Clu Long, thuc dan kho dua ra k&
hoach cho sét thyc t&. Khi hau & day khong hop dé
cho nguoi Phap dinh cu 1au nam, dit ruong nao tét thi
16p dién chd bon xi& lam chii tr 1au rdi. VE t6 chic xa
hoi, nguoi Viét khong phai qua thap, thi€u doan két dé
ching dé bé dp diit.

Hai thang sau khi thing tran & Chi Hoa rdi lam chii
ving My Tho dé m& duong 1én Cam-pu-chia theo song
Ctru Long, bon cAm quyén quan sy Sai Gon c6 moi mot
tay kinh doanh ngudi Anh & nhuong dia Singapore dén.
Tén nay la Hen-ri Rit (Henry Read), giam doc Cong ty
Gion-ton (Johnston) thay mét cho nhom tai phiét ling
danh nhat thé gi¢i Rot-xin (Rothachild), cong ty noi trén
thanh 1ap tir khi cang Singapore dit dudi quyén thong
tri ca thuc dan Anh. Tén Rit khuyén bon quan nhan
Sai Gon nén can thiép rdi chiém ngay ving Xa-ra-oit
(Sarawak ctia ddo Bornéo) ma nguoi Anh bo roi, chua
mudn thon tinh. Piém thi nhi ctia k& hoach 1a khai thac
ngay Nam Ky, chd trong vao ndong san ché bién va van
tdi, ba khau nay phat trién dong bo. Trong mia, lam
rudong, m& nha mdy xay, nha mdy lam duong, t6 chiic
doi xa lan va tau kéo dua san pham tir Cam-pu-chia vé



Sai Gon rdi ra ctra Can Gio. Du6i mét tén Rit néu Sai
Gon va Luc Tinh phat trién, Singapore duoc thém mot
dia ban phu thudc dé thau loi. Va néu Phap bd roi Nam
Ky thi Anh sé nhay vao ngay. K& hoach noéi trén chi
duoc ctru xét de dat.

Bon cAm quyén Sai Gon ra stic phat trién thudc dia.
T 15-8-1862, ngon hai ding Viing Tau bit dau hoat
dong. Ndm 1869, duong day dién tin gitta Sai Gon va
Phnom Pénh lai mé. Tt 1-8 nam 1871, duong dién tin
gitta Viing Tau va Huong Cang, va Sing-ga-po ndi lién
dén Phap; viéc thong bdo vé gia cd mua ban, vé cdc
chuyén tau di va dén, viéc 1anh dao tir chanh pht Phap
dugc nhanh chéng hon.

Nam 1864, 1ap nong trai thi nghiém chén nuoi & go
dat Tan Triém (goi nong trai O-ma) nudi ngua giong
tao ngua lai nhung giong ngua A-rﬁp va Ma Ni khong
quen voi khi hau, chét 1an mon mic dau cé moc lan tran
trong nong trai rong hon 50 héc-ta dn trum dén Pong tap
tran. C6 thi nghiém mot héc-ta lia, dem giong tir Mién
Pién roi that bai. Nha thuc vat Pi-e (Pierre) lanh trach
nhiém thanh ly cai ndng trai noi trén; bay gi¢r Ong ta
dang lam gidm d6c Thao Cam Vién, 1ap tir 1864 nhim
wong cy giong (dic biét cay ca phé) dé cung cip cho
cac cht vuon nguoi Phap, suu tap nhing loai chim, thu
ngd nghinh g&i vé S& thd bén Phap. Niam 1865, lap Uy
ban canh nong va ky nghé Nam Ky thanh phan 1a da
s0 1a si quan héi quan trong quan doi vién chinh. Ngay
25-2-1866, ﬁy ban nay c6 t6 chic cudc diu xao, khoa
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treong mitc gidu c¢6 ctia Nam Ky dé tra 161 voi nhom
ngudi bén Phdp ting dé xuong viéc rit quan rdi giao
lai ba tinh mién Pong cho triéu dinh Hué sau chuyén
di Phap cua st bd Phan Thanh Gian. Thyc dan moi
Phan Thanh Gian, kinh luoc ba tinh mién Tay dén du
cung hoang than, quan lai cia nuéc Cam-pu-chia. Ban
td chic trung bay mdy xay lda, may tia hot bong vai,
mdy loc duong mia, mdy ép dau... Mdy chay biéu dién
sudt ngdy. V& thd san, trung bay 24 loai gao vung Tan
An va Go Cong, bip dd, bip tring. Lai c6 dau xanh Ba
Ria, bong vai My Tho, to song Bién Hoa, tiéu so va
huyén Ha Tién cung ban gh& cin xa clr, d6 cham trd
bing nga, bing simg. Ndm 1867, m& hoi cho trién 1am,
moi vua Cam-pu-chia 1a No-ro-dom. Ngoai viéc gioi
thiéu vai mit to lya san xudt tai Phap, thuc dan ngao
man cho dién lai trudc khan dai mot hoat canh nhw hoi
nam 1859 ching danh chi€ém Sai Gon. Sung 16n, sing
nhé nd vang. P& biéu duong khoa hoc k¥ thuat, chiing
tha mot trai khinh khi cau (aérostat) va khanh thanh
cau sit Thi Nghe: th6t cau rap sén trén gian; theo hiéu
lénh, thot ciu chay ngang qua bén kia by, gac 1én may
cOt cau dung sén trén song.

Bon chuyén vién Phap di tham sdt ngudn loi thién
nhién, tim him mo tr Bién Hoa dén Bay Nui va vinh
Thai Lan (ddo Phi Qudc, hon C3 Tron...) Phong thi
nghiém va phan chat (Laboratoire d’alyses) thanh 1ap
nidm 1898. Lai con sang kién 1ap Vién bao tang thudc
dia d€ suu tap nhitng pho twong 6 xua, cay cd ding vao



y duoc, suu tap tan Con Do nhung ching di dén dau
ca. Trong thuc t€ vi ndng 6c¢ thuc dung, von li€ng thua
sut so v&i thuong gia Anh, Dic, vi phuong tién van tai
kém hién dai (tau budn Phap da s& con chay budm, chua
trang bi may hoi nudc) nén thuong gia Phap bay gio co
bam vao quan ddi va by may nha nudc. Co6 nguoi nghi
t6i chuyén khan dat, 1ap ddn dién nhd dé thi trong mia,
tra, tram, ca phé. C6 nguoi lo chd hang mudn qua lai
& Pong Nam chau A nhung viéc lam dn vin khé khin,
bon thuc dan khong dt ban lanh dé thao ra k& hoach lau
dai; cho it nhat 1a 30 ndm sau méi 14y lai von roi thau
loi to. Gitta ndm 1873, tén thuong gia Di-éc (E. Dierx)
chii tich Phong Thuong mai Sai Gon béo céo ring Nam
Ky chi san xuat duoc loai lia gao kém vé phiam chat,
khé canh tranh trén thi truong nudc ngoai, nguoi dia
phuong chua quen tiéu thu nhiimg mit hang tir chau Au
nhap vao. Hin chl trwong cho ngudi Hoa nhap canh
20 at vao Nam Ky dé& 1am nhan cong trong nhiing ddn
dién sip trung khan. Va hin dua ra mot 16i thodt nhanh
chong, gilip bon thuong gia Phap & Sai Gon thoat qua
con khiing hoang: Danh chi€ém ngay Bic Ky, noi hin
cho 1a khi hau t6t, hop véi siic khde ngudi Au, lai con
nhiéu hAim mo dé khai thac.®

1 Phan Ién tu liéu clia doan nay riit trong Bordeaux et la Cochinchine
sous la Restaurantion et le second Empire ciia Etienne Dennis, in tai
Phdp ndm 1965; séch viét cdn c phan 16n vao vin thu luu trix cla
cong ty thuong mai xua va hoat dong nhiéu nim nhat & Sai Gon, Cong
ty Dennis freres.
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Mai dén nim 1880-1885, van con x4y ra su bat ddong
y kién gitta quan cai tri va thuong gia Phap. Phai nhin
nhan ring bon quan cai tri va bon cAm quyén quan sy
¢c6 6c thuc t€ hon bon thuong gia. Thuong gia can hang
hoéa dé ban 14y 16i nhanh, khong 1am 4n & cang nay thi
qua cang khac, & xit khéc, trong khi bon quan cai tri cd
tranh thd nhan tam, gin gitt va banh truong dat dai. Khi
bon thuong gia yéu cau dugc chinh quyén tro cip tién
bac, danh phan wu tién so v6i thuong gia Anh, Drc...
thi bon quan lai phan doi, vi chiing mu6n thau thué cho
that nhiéu dé bu dip ngan sach Nam Ky ma chianh quoc
chi tro cép tuy hing, nhé giot. Hon nita, néu cudng biic
dan chiing gom lai don dién dé€ trong tia mot giong lua,
mot loai cay k¥ nghé nao d6 (nhu thyc dan Ha Lan ap
dung & Nam Duong) thi lam sao lam dugc? Nghia quan
va nghia dan sé& day 1én, cong khai hodc bi mat, bo may
hoi t€ & thon qué con qué yéu, chua dang tin cay.

B&i vay, bon thuong gia ¢6 gianh nhau nhiing dich
vu chong dem 1¢i trudec mét. Thi du nhw cung cép cho
quan doi vién chinh nao bot mi, duong, rugu chat, thit
bo, cung cap than d4a dé dot 10 may tau. Trudc khi danh
thanh Gia Dinh, héi quan Phap da tham chién & Trung
Qudc, riéng bon thiu Ay-méng va Hin-ri (Eymond et
Henry) huy dong dén khoang 40 tau ch® hang dé hoan
thanh dich vu. Nam 1863, chiing 1anh cung cép 20 van
lit rvou chat cho quan doi Sai Gon, vi vay rugu chat co
thira, phat cho linh ma ta, goi la ruou lat vi tlru do kém
ruou d€ qua xa.



Mot s6 thuong gia Sai Gon thudng mua ban véi An
bo, Singapore, Ma-cao, Huvong Cang, Nhat, Phi Luat
Tan nén nhdm vao nhimg gi thuan loi nhat, khi tach
bén, tau phdi chd day hang hoa. Dich vu thau thuong
lién quan dén chuyén chd; bot mi mua lai tir Nhat hodc
Cuu Kim Son, than da Uc Dai Loi, Anh. Cay véan dung
vao x4y dung mua tir Singapore (ring mién Dong Nam
Bo gidc chua kiém soat dugc). Lai con dich vu cung
cap lia thoc dé nuoi lira kéo trong phao (lira mua tir Ai
Cép), mua bo thit tr Cam-pu-chia, tir Xiém cho quan
do6i. Nam 1869, kénh dao Xu-é (Suez) khanh thanh, ttr
Phédp qua Sai Gon, tau thuyén chi mat 30 ngay, nhanh
hon trudc.”

Trong nhimg nam dau, rugu va nganh mai dam duoc
hop thitc héa bing céch dong thué mon bai kha ning.
Gay git va ki€m loi to 1a dich vu thau hoa chi 4 phién.
Tién thau cta ngan sach nam 1861 t6ng cong 48.444
ddng bac con co, trong d6 hoa chi 4 phién chiém gan
phan ntra 1a 17.255 dong, tién phat va vé vi pham luat
luu thong, c& bac trai phép chi€ém 1.791 ddng. Thuc
dan cho ring d4nh thué ning vao 4 phién 1a hop ly dé
khuyén rin dan ching dimg hit hodc bot hit. Thué hoa
chi 4 phién duoc ban cii va cho dau thau lai, hing nam,

1 Trudc do, tir cang Méc-xay ctia Phap qua Sai Gon vong theo miii Hao
Vong phia Nam chau Phi mat 86 ngay vi tau dimg bén, tu bs. Khi
kénh Xu-é chua dao xong, ching dudong giita hai ¢au kénh 1a dat lién
tau thily phai sang chuyén, dang xe Iira ma ti€p van thi ching duong
mat 34 ngay. Kénh dao xong, rit duoc 4 ngay giam s& phi dudng bo.
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ai chiu tra thu€ cao nhat 1a dugc. Nguoi tring thau dong
trudc hing thang cho nha nudc mot so tién nhat dinh,
theo giao kéo. Trong tinh hinh by gi®, nguoi tring thau
phéi 6 von to dé mua 4 phién tr An Do mua vé niu lai,
ton trit phan phoi cho bai nhi, bai ba rdi méi dén nguoi
tiéu thu. Va c6 von d€ mudn dam tay sai d€ lung bit ké
bén 4 phién lau thué.

Lan thau dau tién, gigi chuyén 1am ap phe ctia Phap
va gi¢i mai ban Hoa kiéu tranh nhau, nang 1én dén con
s0 dong 1a 91.800 dong moi nam (tri gia dong bac thoi
4y to 1dm, & tro, 4n com Tay, ngay ba budi, hing thang
chi ton 15 dong). Mot tén Xeé-gat-xi (Ségassie) tring
thau v6i s6 von do nhiéu thwong gia Phap & Sai Gon
va chinh quéc hun lai. Nhung chi hin tuyén bs 16 von
voi ly do gan nhu chinh dang: Hiép uéc 1862 vira ky
da giao trd Vinh Long cho triéu dinh Hug, vi vay thi
truong tieu thu 4 phién thu hep, rdi dén cudc khdi nghia
ctia Truong Dinh 1am mat an ninh & ludn ba tinh mién
Dong ma Phap dang chiém ct. Hin khiéu nai 1a trudc
khi chiu thué cao chi vi dit hy vong vao sy cudng chi€ém
ba tinh mién Tay d€ n6i rong thi truong nhung chuyén
dy chua xay ra. Bon cAm quyén tic gian khi hdn xin
hily giao keo, xin gidm b6t thu€ hoa chi. Nhung rdi bon
cAm quyén nhan nhugng, tin rdng nhém thau doc quyén
4 phién nay véi 160 chi nhanh va 229 nhan vién kiém
sodt ctia nhom gdm nguoi Au, ngudi Hoa, nguoi Viét
duoc quyén mang vii khi sé gitip cho nha nu6c nhing
tin ttc tinh bao. Tén Xeé-gat-xi van dong thing voi bo



Hai quan va thudc dia, kéu nai vé thai do qua cing ctia
bon cai tri Sai Gon. Rt cudce, cong ty thau nay chiu
pha san, tai san nguoi ding tén bi phat mai vi khong
déng du s6 thué€ hang thang theo giao kéo (trong thuc
t&, hin da chuyén khéo 1éo tién 161 d& mua dat, cit pho
tai Sai Gon). Sau do, cudc dau thau 4 phién ti€p tuc va
ngudi tring thau 1a t&n mai ban Hoa kiéu khét tiéng:
Ban Hap, chii hiéu budén Van Hig¢p. Tén nay dung moi
tht doan duit 16t hdi 10 v6i quan trén. Liic tring thau ba
tinh mién Pong ctia Phap thi hdn dang 1anh thau a phién
& ba tinh mién Tay cda triéu dinh Hu€. R6t cudc, Ban
Hap c6 y gian 1an s6 séch, trung ra con sd that thau dé
xin gidm thu€. Lan nay nha nudc khong ddm phat mai
tai san clia tén mai ban Hoa kiéu khon ngoan dang nim
va. Theo su diéu tra clia chuyén vién thi nhitng nguoi
thau Phap 14an Hoa tuy 1a ¢6 gian 1an s6 sach nhung ho
khong tai nao ding vimg vi sd luong 4 phién lau thué
ch® 1én vao Nam Ky qué nhiéu, giéi nghién ngap wa
tieu dung 4 phién lau ré tién hon. Tir nim 1882, 4 phién
tré vé Cong quan ctia nha nudc.

Nhung ngudn loi van duoc bdo dam 1a Ida gao, thi
truong 16m nhat 1a Trung Qudc bdy gid thuong xay ra
han han, déi kém. Sau khi chi€m ba tinh mién Tay, gao
thira thai qua nhidu ban qua Nhat, Singapore, chau Uc,
d4o0 Bon-bon (Réunion) va chau Au, qua chau My. Gao
Nam Ky mait gia vi pham khong ddng déu, hot tron,
hot dai, tdm va thoc 14n 16n. Gao san xudt tir An Do va

Mién Dién ban gia cao hon. Bon thuong gia Phap va mai

o
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ban Cho Lén t6 chiic budi hop ngay 12-9-1874 dé dinh
chuén, dai khai sé tir ch6i, khong mua néu ty 1& tdim va
thoc qué nhiéu. Bay gid ¢6 thém mot loai gao ngon dé
xudt cang, dem tir Séc Triing vé, ving Bai Xao, goi gao
Ba Théc. Bon cAm quyén ra thong tri phd bién tan lang
xa. Nhung chi 1a gidy to, bon cha tinh khong thich bon
thuong gia truc lgi. Va lam sao phai cudng bach nguoi
nong dan phdi xay gid, trong tia nhu th& nay, nhu thé
kia dé lam vira long bon thuong gia cd map? (Bay gio
phong trao Thii khoa Huéan chd ngay bung né & cac tinh
ddng bing song Clru Long).

Bon Phdp lai thi nghiém vai giong lda méi & Mién
bién, lia My nhung bd d& dang. Viéc thiét 1ap ché do
bao ho & Cam-pu-chia tao co hoi cho bon Ivu manh
qudc té thao ting. Mot tén Hoa Lan tré thanh ¢ van
ctia nha vua. Long hanh nhat 1a truong hop tén Phap
Ca-ra-min (Caraman) méi 22 tudi dau, dén Nam Ky
cung v6i chuyén tau chd St b Phan Thanh Gian vé
nudce (1865), xung ba tudc, mang theo gidy to gidi thiéu
ctia bo trudng Bo thudc dia Phap. Dén Cam-pu-chia hin
day may hoang t& hoc hanh. Roi nho Toa lanh sy Tay
Ban Nha & Sai Gon gi6i thiéu riéng véi vua Ty Pic dé
hin thanh 1ap cong ty khai thac mién Trung Ky. Hin
viét sich nhdm gay xic dong dw luan bén Phap, dé nghi
cho hai triéu rudi ngudi Hoa dén & Pong Duong dé co
thém nhan cong. Sau khi Phép bai trdn nam 1870, phai
cit ving Anh-sach-lo-ren (Alsace et Lorraine) giao cho
Diic, hin dé nghi di tdn nhitng nguoi & vung bi cit noi



trén qua tan Cam-pu-chia dé€ 1ap nghiép, va diéu khién
s6 nguoi tir Bac Ky, Trung Ky ma nha nudc sé chiéu mo
vao. Hén lira bip bon thuong gia ngudi Hoa va ngudi Au
& Cam-pu-chia rdi chét non & Sai Gon vi bénh. Tén luu
manh khac tén 1a Lo Pho-so (Le Faucheur) xuat than
linh, ting 1ap thanh tich lic danh Gia Binh, Phd Tho da
lén Cam-pu-chia, tham hiém song Mé-kong, toan qua
xtt Lao. Roi khai thac hdm d4, ham s6i & Bién Hoa, 1ap
10 nung voi tin Cra-ché (Kratié) nhan cong bi danh dap
tan nhan. Hin chd cé sdu tir Bién HO vé Sai Gon dé ban,
déng bao Nam B0 thich dn thit cd sdu. Vai trdim con
nhot trong hai chi€c thuyén kha ta, doc duong, sau cua
quay lam chim mot chi€c. Chiéc thuyén thit nhi dang
bao nguy, hin bdi rdi, thtr dem phong cim trinh dién
lién mién. C6 1& nho nghe nhac ma bay sau trong thuyén
chiu ndm im; nhac cu 4y, hin dem 1én Cam-pu-chia,
khong ai chiu mua vi qué xa la nén dem vé.

Thuyc dan Phép chi y dén nong nghiép nhung trong
giai doan diu ching mot tén Phap nao chiu muén nhan
cong lam rudng, lda gao bay gior dw da, hoa ching c6 tén
Tai-do-phe (Taillefer) di khai khdn Cti lao Nam Thon (
My Tho). Hin doi héi qud nhiéu vao su ting ho clia nha
nudc va boc 10t nong dan tham t€. Nong dan phan tng
bing céch pha hoai khéo 1éo, giat ng. Cu lao nay nim
1870 bén lai cho tén Viét gian Tran B4 Loc.

Bay gi® bén Phédp dang khan hiém duong. Tén Krét-
xe (Kresser) c6 nhiéu kinh nghiém vé ngan hang thanh
lap Cong ty duong Bong Duong dit tén theo Anh ngf,
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vi ngoai von ctia ngan hang Phéap con ¢6 von clia ngan
hang Thuong Hai va Huong Cang gop vao; trudc d6 hin
ting diéu khién c6 két qua t6t mot nha may loc duong
& Huong Cang. Hén 1ap mot chi nhanh & Bién Hoa, nha
may dung 1é€n, hoan thanh vao ndm 1870 nhung khong
dt mia d€ hoat dong: Dién tich trdng mia & ving Bién
Hoa khong hon 1.500 héc-ta, chi vira di cung cép cho
hon 1.000 106 dudng thd cong c6 sin tir trudc. Nam sau,
nhing ¢4 phan déu rit ra, nha may bi thao g&. Nhung tén
Krét-xe lai duoc chinh quyén tng ho triét dé, cho trung
khin dén 25.000 héc-ta d€ trong mia. Hin nho huong
chiic hoi t€ 1am trung gian dé cho gi6i trong mia vay von,
lai pha san vi duong va mia thau vao khong bao nhiéu.

Nim 1876, luat su Vinh-xong (Vinson) khin dat &
Phu Tho, 1ap lang Tan Phu6c dé trong mia va lap thém
s& mia & Bién Hoa nhung that bai. Nam 1880. ngudi
Phap tén Lan-xo0-16 (Lancelot) 1ap nha may duong & Lac
An (Bién Hoa), lién tiép bon nim chiu 16 14 r6i bi chdy.

V& bong vai, thyc dan tin ring Nam Ky va Cam-pu-
chia c6 thé cung cip di cho nhu ciu dia phuong va ban
vé cho chinh quéc. Xi nghiép tu nhan dau tién & Nam
Ky 1a nha may can bong vai, xin thanh 1ap rit sém vao
cudi nam 1863 & dudmg mé song (bén Chuong Duong).
R6t cudc, thi€u nguyén liéu. Ngudi mang qudc tich My
tén 1a Hén (Hale) v6i kinh nghiém diéu khién sudt 19
nim mot nha may cén bong vai & My nghi dén viéc nhap
céng loai mdy nay vao Sai Gon; bén My, bay gi¥, gidc
Béc Nam phan tranh vé van dé no 1é dang dién ra, cac



nha may & chau Au déu thi€u nguyén liéu. Trong khi
tén My nay do du thi Cong ty Ro-na (Renard et Gie) lap
nha may can bong va ép dau hot bong, dong thoi phan
phdi hot bong Ai Céap, hot bong My, ¢6 niang sudt cao
dén tan lang x4, hita hen ting thudng bing tién mit cho
lang nao dat két qua tot. Thanh 1ap vao cudi ndm 1866,
nha may hoat dong d6i ba nim rdi ngung hén vi thiéu
nguyén liéu. Thau hoach chuit it két qua 1a truong hop
dang nhic nhé cla tén linh Co-lom-bi-é (Colombier),
gdc nha ndong mién Nam nudc Phap (Provence), tham
gia cdc tran ddnh & Da Néng - Sai Gon, xin gidi ngi
roi trung khin viing dat bon phia nay la duong Lé Quy
Don, Tran Quy Cap, Ngo6 Thoi Nhiém, Tran Qudc Thao
dé trong rau cai va bong hong, hot giong tir Phap gdi
dén. Nho vay, Sai Gon va mién Nam som thudng thire
vai loai “Hoa thom cé lg” clia mién 6n déi. Chd vuon
rau nay khai théc lién ti€p hon 30 nim, dén 1899, mat
& Sai Gon."

Xay xat lda gao 1a ngudn loi 16n, thyc dan them
thudng. Gao ltit (riz cargo), gao tring xuat khiu tir trudc
do dan chiing xay gia dé dn 1am mua, du thi ban. O céic
tu diém quan trong nhém hang xdo thi dung c6i xay c¢6
truyén - v4i hai hodc bon nguoi ding gian - sdn sang
cung tng s6 luong to cho khach hang dit. Dep nhiing
mon hang xéo nay khong phai dé. Lap nha mdy nhuw

1 A.Brébion. Monographie des rues et monuments de Saigon dang Revué
Indochinoise, quyén XVI, thang 7-12 nam 1911. Bénh vién Thanh
Quan (nay 1a Bénh vién Mit) & trong khu dat trudc kia 1am riy.
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& Mién Dién da lam - mdy do Anh ché tao, chay hoi
nude - thi khé tim dd Iia ma xay, lda nim trong tay
bon mai ban.

Nam 1868, mot cong ty nguoi Phap va ngudi Anh
hun von tinh chuyén 1ap nha may nhung bét thanh.

Nim 1869, cong ty Ca-hu-ddc (Cahuzac) & Booc-do
(Bordeaux) cho nguodi dai dién qua 1ap nha may xay lda
dau tién ctia Nam Ky, mdy chay stic hoi nudc tai Khanh
Hoi sat bén cang Sai Gon (nay 1a nén clia con duong,
bén kia rach d6i dién v6i dau duong Nguyén Vin Cu).
Bdy gio, goi s& xay lda véi chi tiét theo chit nghia cta
Gia Dinh bdo; “S¢ mdy ¢ Sai Gon, duwa mé song vé Cho
Lon, trong 24 gio xay duoc 4.000 ta gao lit hay la 2.000
ta gao trdng. Co6 tdm cdi céi, bdy cdi Barley milles, bon
vac, hai mdy, sikc 190 con ngwa manh, dii do ding; sang,
dan, do gan... Dung trdu ma chum. S6 dy lai c6 ché sia
bing mdy, c6 kho réng rdi, cé chd cho ba nguoi Tdy coi
mdy 6, ¢o kho trit liia gao, cé bén cau ché chuyén. Dat
S& dy rong toi 12.546 thuoc vudng, mdt ngo ra song
chimg 81 thuoc. Nha mdy nay dén khodng ndm 1895
ngung hoat dong”.

Vao nhitng thang sau, cling nam 1869, cong ty Ro-na
(Renard et Gie) 1ap nha may xay lia dau tién & Chg Lon.
Trong bay nam lién ti€p, hai nha may Khanh Hoi va Cho
Lén hoat dong nhung con yéu 6t. Dén ndm 1876, bon
mai ban ngudi Hoa 1ap nha mdy Guandhin, r6i ¢6 nha
may Do-lu-ni-ong (De L’Union) (cong ty nguoi Duc,
nha may to hon cong ty Bo-ni (Denis Fréeres).



Miic dau nha may xuat hién, nhitng nhém xay hang
x40 van ton tai. Vang Binh Dong va Binh Tay (Chg
Lén) quy tu dén 240 trung tam xay hang xdo da s6 do
ngudi Hoa diéu khién, chua ké nhimg diém hang xdo
khip Nam Ky Luc Tinh. Vi vay, nhitng nha mdy noéi
trén mdi ndm ngung hoat dong ba bon thang, mic dau
c6 thé xay & mdi nha dén 20 tin lia mdi ngay.

Bon Phép suy luan ring bon mai ban Hoa kiéu nim
doc quyén thau mua lda & tinh 1a nho nhing chan rét
thiét 1ap khi phan phdi a phién va rugu. Ho hy vong
v6i nhitng sic 1énh bai bd dau thau 4 phién va ruou thi
bon mai ban mat nhanh nhéc & thon qué. Nhung su viéc
khong don gian nhu thé. Bon mai ban van nim chic doc
quyén thau mua, mai dén trim nim sau, sau khi Phap
rit lui r6i dén thoi My.

Vé giao thong van tai, cong ty La-ri-o va Roc (Lar
rieu et Roque) bit dau khai thac duong thily tir thang
7 ndm 1872, ndi lién Sai Gon dén Ba Ria, Tay Ninh,
Bién Hoa. Lai m& ra tdm chuyén tau chay hang thang
tan Phnom Pénh, ghé qua My Tho, Vinh Long, Sa DBéc,
Chau Ddc, cong ty nay duoc tro cap tién dé ché thu ti,
nhan vién, dung cu cho nha nuéc. Nha nude duoc quyen
trung dung tau thily dé chd linh trong truomg hop co
nghia quan day 1én.

Nim 1875, cong ty néi trén 1ap co xudng riéng dé
stra chira riéng tau thiy trong nudc, lanh dich vy sta
chtta cic nha may nhd, mo thém nhan cong, dao tao tho
chuyén mon. Nam 1876, 1anh stta chira tau 16n véi gia
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ré hon u tau & Huong Cang, 1ap 10 dic dong va gang
dong tau tir vé dén mday moc. Nam 1882, phit trién thém
tuyén chuyén ch® duong bién ra Pa Néng, Hai Phong,
Huong Cang. Sau S& Ba Son ctia nha nudc thi cong ty
nay by gid ding bac nhat vé kinh doanh tw nhan (nhiéu
lan thay d6i, tr& thanh hang C.A.R.I1.C & Thi Thiém,
x4 An Loi).

May chiéc tau thiy n6i trén vé sau bén lai cho tén Ru-
ép (Jules Rueff) gidi t6 chiic va ¢ tai chay 4p phe, 1ap ra
Cong ty van tai duong song (Compagnie des Messageries
fluviales) ddm nhan dich vu cho nhaa nudc véi diéu
kién qud thuan loi vé tién bac cho cong ty. Loai tau to
v6i stic chd tir 300 dén 500 tan chay duong Sai Gon di
Phnom Pénh ngoai hanh khéch, chuyén vé con ché lia
gao va bo in thit. Loai tau nho chay tir bén My Tho di
céc tinh mién Ty mdi sdng som, khi tuyén xe ltra dau
tién tir Sai Gon vira d&n My Tho hanh khach phai dung
duong thiy dé vé Rach Gi4, Pai Ngai (Séc Tring)...
Nguoi Hoa kiéu 1ap cong ty tau thily kha sém, canh
tranh rdo riét. Duong thiy dong vai chién lugc mai dé€n
nhiing ndm sau D¢ nhat th€ chién.

Duong sit Sai Gon - My Tho khanh thanh ngay
20-7-1883 tir lic cau Bén Lic chua bic xong, hanh
khach qua do sang chuyén. May doan duong xe lira
ngin, sau chay véi stic dién hoat dong sém: Sai Gon vo
Cho Lon (1882) dén duong Tan Da ro6i mé thém, Sai
Gon - Ba Chiéu (1895) Ba Chiéu di Go Vap (1897),
di Hoc Mon.



Thuong gia Phap con nhiéu cira hiéu ban Au duoc,
nhimg san pham khéo tay do Phdp san xuat nhung chi
mot it s6 dién chl va cong chitc méi db tién mua; Ly,
tach, deén treo, kiéng, ban rtra mit... Tiém rugu moc
1én nao gid¢i thiéu cd-nhac, sim-banh va ruou chat da
hwong vi. Nam Ky tiéu thu nhiéu ruou chét, nim 1870,
dan s0 it, vdy ma dung dén mot triéu hai trim ngan lit.
Téc phong udng ruou Tay, ché khen ruou ngon d& trd
thanh phd bién & thanh thi.

Vé von liéng, bon Phép dén Sai Gon nhimng nim
dau tién con qué yéu so vGi thuong gia Anh, My va
thuong gia Puc. Hoat dong gian diép clia bon thuong
gia Anh, Puc khong phai khong c6, chi trong gianh
anh hudng & Trung, Bic Bo. Bon thuong gia Phép goc
tlr cdng Booc-dd (Bordeaux) ndi ti€ng hung han thuong
lam gién diép, 1oi dung viéc mua ban dé thim do tin tic
trong va ngoai nudc; gy stc ép voi chinh qudc, & quoc
hoi dé cuong quyét gitt ba tinh mién Pong chong lai
cudc thuong thuyét ma Phan Thanh Gian va triéu dinh
Hué timg dit nhiéu 4o twdng. Lai con khuyén khich bon
budn lau phiéu lvu: Cong ty Do-ni-pho-re nudi tai Sai
Gon tén Du-puy (Jean Dupuis), tén nay doi “di ty do”
song Hong dé mua bén khi giGi 1én Van Nam. Chiing
van dong tich cuc Qudc hoi Phéap hdi cudi nim 1885
dé xuit cong quy ti€p tuc xam luoc Pong Duong, sau
vu ric r6i & Lang Son.

Trong ndi bd bon Phap, c¢6 su hién dién cong khai cla
nhém Tam Diém (France Magonnerie) 13y tén “phuong
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Déng thikc tinh” nhim chong lai thé lyc Cong gido;
thanh lap tir 1868, dé€n khoang 1900 thi 1an hdi tan ta.

Khong dt quan Iyc dé danh chiém nudc ta, khong
dt von liéng va kinh nghiém dé dit co s& boc 19t trong
budi diu & Sai Gon, qua thyc thuc dan Phap con non
yé&u. Long yéu nudc chia nhan dan ta khong duoc khoi
day ding muc, chi vi vua quan nha Nguyén mang ban
chat cau an, y lai vao bon phong ki€n nha Thanh bén
Trung Qudc.



CHO LON

O SAT CANG SAI GON, AN VE PONG BANG
song Ctru Long, nho vay ma Cho Lon dong vai tro quan
trong ctia mot kho chita hang, dit rong, khu phd c6 thé
ndi mai vé phia Tay. Day la huyén Tan Long clia pht
Tan Binh, kiém soét tan by song Vam Co Pong. Doi Gia
Long, huyén ly déng tai thon Phudc T (chg Bén Liic).
Truéc khi Phdp dén, chg pho da phoén thinh, huyén ly
& Cho Lon. Thyc dan duy tri co s& nay, ngoai do thanh
Cho Lén con tinh Cho Lon dn dén Can Giudce, Dic Hoa.

Vao nhiing nim gitra thé ky thit XVIII, Chg Lon con
thua thét, bay gio trung tAm mua béan voi nude ngoai,
quan trong nhat cia Nam B¢ 1a Cu lao Phd & Bién Hoa.
Gia Pinh Thanh Théng Chi mo ta: Thuyén buom dén
day, ha neo xong thi 1én bo thué pho &. Rdi dén nha ctia
chii mua dé ké khai nhimg hang hoa trong thuyén ma
khuén cét 1én, thuong lugng gid ca. Chi nha kho dinh

o
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gia mua khoan tit ca hang hoa tot xau, khong bo sot lai
bat cit thit gi. Dén ngay truong budm vé, goi hdi Puong
(tré vé Trung Qudc), chi thuyén ¢ yéu cau mua vat gi
thi cht kho &y mua gium, chd dén trude ky giao hen. Hai
bén chii khach thanh to4n don r6i cing nhau chung vui
dan ca. Pa dugc nude ngot tdm rira sach sé (nudc song
Dong Nai), khong lo nan “ha dn liing vdn thuyén, khi
tré vé lai ché day hang héa that la thudn loi”.

Mua bao tit cd hang héa khi thuyén nhé neo 1a chiic
nang clia mai ban, tw ban thwong nghiép. Nhém mai ban
& “Pai pho” gdbm nhimg ngudi Hoa dén hdi cudi thé ky
thi XVII duoc ta bao dung, phai doi gadp dén Chg Lén
vi ly do tat yéu: Quan Tay Son vao Nam truy na chia
Nguyén va trimg phat bon Ly Tai phan dong (trudc theo
Tay Son, sau tr& mét theo chia Nguyén).®

Cho Lon trd thanh noi thuén loi sau khi Cu lao Pho bi
pha tan. Tau thuyén tir ctra Can Gior dén gan duong hon, lai
dé tap trung lda gao, ca kho ciia ddng bing song Ctru Long.

Miic san xuat cia dong bing ting 1én. Thém nhiéu

nganh tiéu cong nghé phat trién nhanh, so véi lic con

1 GDTTC. Son Xuyén Chi. Trdn Bién Hoa. Nén n6i thém: Cac cht
thuyén Trung Qudc gidi tinh toan dé tron thué. Ho bén lu hii loai tot
nhung khai 12 dem theo dyng nuéc udng, lia ding dé chém chén bat
cho khdi bé 12 lia giéng, may ting d4 déing thuyén khi chay budm lai
12 cot nha, ky 1an cham trd sin dé cat chia.

2 GDTTC, trdn Bién Hoa, cAu Tan Ban. Quan si ctia Ly Tai rat hung
hén, ra trin deo bua phép, bit hiép dan “mé bung dn gan va dn cd
thit nguoi, di¢ ton thdi qud khong ddu sdnh kip”. Vi vay quan Tay
Son truy na dao quan ctia Ly Tai da s6 gobm nguoi Hoa, x3y ra vy dot
phé Bién Hoa r6i Chg Lon.



& Cu lao Phé. Bai phi Cé Gia Pinh, ghi lai: “Cdc co
cho Lo Ren, nghe lac chac nha Ban (L6 Ban) ddnh biia”,
“Hding thdy ké hao hiing xéc oc, nong nan ké 6 Lo Véi”,
“Xom Coi xdy lam lac chac, chong duc hong, vo tré tay”,
“Trong Cdu Dwong chudi ngot ngot ngon, dii dwong cdt,
duong ha, duong phen, duong phéi”, “Ngoai xom Bot
phong t6 trang da, nhiing bot mi, bot loc, bot ddu, bot
khoai”.» Cho Lén tap trung nhiéu chua chién ctia Hoa
kiéu v6i I€ lac, cung t€ riéng biét.

Séng roi rac & thon qué, cudi vo Viét hay vo Khome
thi ngudi Hoa kiéu 1an hoi tré thanh ngudi Viét. Ho lam
riy, budn ban hang xép, khan dat, cho vay roi Ién trung
nong, dién chili, hwong chiic, hoi té, cai tong. Nhung néu
song tap trung & cho phd véi nghé mua ban va tiéu cong
nghé thi ho két hop chit ché, tao mot thé€ gidi riéng,
bung bit. Tirhdi cac chia Nguyén mai dén khi Phap xam
chiém, budc dau ctia nguoi Hoa & Cho Lon, & thi x4, cho
lang 16n nhd vain ndm vio trong tam cit chiia miéu. Pang
chii y chila Ong Bén tiéu biéu cho 6c ba quyén clia thoi
phong kién nha Minh.® Trinh Hoa, nha hang héi Trung

1 Lén héi, dén doi Tu Pic, ving Cho Lon thém nghé: xom Gid, xém
Dau (ép dau phong), x6m Lo Bun, x6m Te, xém R¢ (danh c4), x6m
Lo Siéu, Riy Cii, U Ghe...

2 Tham khdo bai “Tau thuyén” ctia St Dic Ban. Bdo dnh Trung Quoc
6 5 nim 1976 va Vuong Hong Sén, Sai Gon ndm xua da din, trang
132 va 135. Theo G.Coedes, les Etats hinhdn douisés d’Indochine et
d’Indonésie, E. de Boccare. Paris, 1948, s6 thuyén to (bdo thuyén) la
62 chiéc, c6 thé di theo ham ddi nay 37.000 nguoi. Trinh Hoa chét
nam 1435, sau d6, k& hoach mé mang vé phia bién cham diit.
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Qudc thira 1énh vua Vinh Lac, trong khoang thoi gian
hon 20 nim da bay lan di bién xa dén tan I-ran, A-den,
bo bién Pong chau Phi, thim hon 30 nudc. Poan thuyén
ctia Trinh Hoa trén hai trdm chié€c 1én nho, trong dé hon
60 chiéc loai “bdo thuyén” dai chimg 150 mét, chudi bé
14i dai 11 mét, cing 12 14 buém 16m nhd. Nhiém vu clia
Trinh Hoa 1a phd bién vin minh Trung Hoa, mit khac
diéu nghién phong tuc, tap quan, thd san va dia ly v6i y
x4u, dung ngudi Hoa & dia phuong 1am tai mét rdi nang
do mot cach thiét thuc giip tién bac cho nguoi ngheo,
gitip kiéu dan hdi ngoai t6 chitc nhimmg co quan tir thién
nhim doan két ndi bo. Nguoi Hoa & nudc ngoai thd ho
Trinh nhu vi phiic than goi Tam Bao Cong hodc Bén
Diu Cong, hing ndm Ién x4c bi€u dién ngdi ban chong,
dam xuyén quay. Ta goi noi thd phung 4y 1a chiia Ong
Bon. Gidi binh dan ngudi Viét c6 thai do dit khoat doi
voi ngudi Hoa ¢6 6c tu ton, ddng thoi té ra vui vé voi
ngudi Hoa hién lanh. Bai tho ctia Hoc Lac lic bi dong
trin chung v6i nguoi Hoa kiéu con can tdi ding céi song
bong vu da kich bon cuong hao & thon qué, thuong xo6t
ngudi Hoa kiéu no va chinh minh. “Bom lang chdng vi
si nam kinh. Ong Bon khong thuong nguoi bdy phii”.
Lai con chiia Ba ma nguoi Hoa rat kiéng né, danh cho
s tin ngudng tuyét d6i. Ba 1a nhan vat c6 that nhung
duoc to diém nhu bac tién thanh, c¢6 thé dung bua phép
cttu vot nguoi bi dim thuyén ngoai bién ca. Thoi trudc,
ngudi Hoa dung phuong tién thuyén budm, song gio bat
ky. Ho ra nuéc ngoai hoic trd vé qué quén, ciu mong



di t6i noi, vé téi chon; vi vay, kiéng cir thit c4 sau, so
bi trd thu Iic ddm thuyén.

Khi & nudc ngoai, mot s ngudi Hoa c6 y tim
long mach dé tran €m hoic chi€m gitt, danh cho than
nhan ho. Va thuong bi mat sin vang dao x6i nén mo,
nén chua xwa, bao d6 1a than nhan ho chon gidu hoidc
Ong Bén dé lai. Trong thuc t&, da s6 truong hop la
clia dia phuong chon giit, ca thd dan tir hang chuc
thé ky trude.

Ngoai chua Ong Bén, chua Ba, con chua Ong (tho
Quan D&, Quan Cong). Chua mi€u 1am noi tu hop hop
phap dé ban chuyén hiin von, cho vay, gop tién xay cat
truong hoc chit Hoa, chwa di stic cét truomg thi tam thoi
hoc tai chua. Rdi tir d6, 1ap ra bénh vién, mua dat lam
nghia dia. Tru s& clia bang trong lic dau dung ngdi chua
noi trén. Vi muén song tap trung cho dé mua ban, ho
sdn sang 4n & chat choi, mdi cin nha phd nho chita doi
ba gia dinh v6i dam tré con dong dic n6 dua trong ngd
hém. Bu lai sy thi€u tién nghi Ay, ho m& nhiéu quén 16n
nho & nga tw duong dé 4n diém tam, ho hen 1am in, thét
tiec mimg, 1am dam cudi. Bénh vién lai phat trién, 1ap
nha tang nghi quin phuc vu khi ma chay.

*

EE S

Khi Phdp chuin bi danh dai don Phi Tho, bon mai
ban dimg vé phia triéu dinh Hug&, s¢ Phap chi€ém Nam
Ky thi mat vai tro. Nhung vai thang sau, ho gom lia
gao cung cap cho cang Sai Gon. Thyc dan dang can von
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li€ng va hé théng phan phdi ctia ho dé tiéu thu hang hba
dac biét l1a 4 phién.

Tu bén Trung Qudc trdy vé, gidc Phap mo thém mot
0 lao cong ngudi Hoa phuc vu cho hau can. Chi€ém
xong don Phi Tho, rdi toan c6i Nam Ky, chiing chi
truong cho ngudi Hoa di cu vao that dong dé c6 so tay
sai trung thanh chi biét tién bac vi da s6 dong bao ta bay
gior 4n 1anh, khong mudn roi lang mac hop tac véi gidc.

Trong buéc dau, bon thuong gia Cho Lém duoc bon
thuc dan wu dai. Bang trudng Quang Pong Tiéu Binh
Hiép lam viéc tir nim 1859 méi chiu nghi vi tudi gia.
Hin xin nha nuéc cdp cho huy chwong. Trong bon phiéu
lwu, c6 truomg hop dién hinh ctia Tran Trit. Mot nidm sau
khi Phap d4nh chiém thanh Gia Dinh. hén tir Singapore
da t6i Sai Gon, xin 1am thong dich, hin biét ti€ng Anh,
Phép, Mi Lai, Viét Nam va hau hét cac thd am ciia ving
tinh Quéng Pong, Phudc Kién. Pugc chd tinh hat Sai
Gon muén lam cong chire, hin tha ho téng tién, hit 4
phién. Bon cAm quyén dudi hai ba 1an, roi thau dung
trd lai vi hian 1am loi cho ché do. Nim 1882, duoc theo
chan quan d6i Phap ra Ha Noi nhung tén chi huy Han-
ri Ri-vi-e danh t6ng ¢4 hin vé Sai Gon vi hanh kiém
qua tdi t&. Hin quay qua nghé thong dich chay mdi cho
thuong gia Phap dé ti€p tuc dn hit. "

Hai tay mai ban khét tiéng trong budi dau l1a Teng
Keng Ho (Tdng Khanh HO) va Teng Keng Seng (Ting

1 Ho so ky s6 SL.3330 vé Siu Bin Hap va SL.1996 vé Tran Trit. Vin
thu lvu trit, Sai Gon.



Khanh Sang) chuyén dau thau cho chinh phd va quan
doi, mua sim nha phd va dat thd cu d€ sang qua nhuong
lai; ca hai thudc quoc tich Anh & Singapore. Bon mai
ban & Singapore va Huong Cang dén v6i nhiéu von
liéng, hiéu ranh thuat thuong mai, cach thic ky giao
keo, chuyén ngan, 1am héa don khai quan thué, thi tuc
gdi hang hoa & kho nén duoc thuong gia Phap tin cay
(Singapore va Huong Cang da la nhugng dia cia Anh
trude Sai Gon). Ho 1am 4p phe, giao thiép duit 16t cho
quan doi va chinh quyén nén vo vét nhiéu mon tién ma
bon thuong gia Phap, Dic bd roi, vi la 1oi nho, hodc
khong dt kha ning ddm nhiém: cung cép cay, véan, gach
dé xay cét cong s& & Sai Gon va céc tinh, cung cip thuc
pham cho bénh vién, nha ti, dau gid hoa chi bén do, 10
heo, d6 thang cAu vé sinh. Bon dp phe An kiéu ciing
chia phan khong nho.

Hai nhan si Hoa kiéu dugc thuc dan nhic t6i trong
budi diu 1a Van Hiép (Ban Hap, chd hiéu Van Hiép) va
Wang Tai (Hoang Thai, chii hi¢u Hoang Théi Xuwong).
Ho tring thau 4 phién nhiéu nim lién ti€p cho toan cai
Nam Ky. Van Hiép 1am chi non phéan ntta nha phd &
Cho L6n va khai thdc gan nhu doc quyén hau hét cac
tiém cam dé & Cho Lon.

Nim 1874, trong cudc hop dé chuén gao xuat cang,
bén canh muoi thwong gia va cong ty ctia Phap, Anh,
Diic ta thay c6 dén 14 cong ty hodc c4 nhan Hoa kiéu
cung ky tén. Va chinh nhiing ngudi Hoa da cung cap
lia gao cho cac cong ty Phap, Anh.
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Mai dén nam 1906, thuc dan da cing cd thé lyc ma
danh thd nhan von dau tw vé thwong mai & Nam Ky
ctia Phép chi 14 9.487.700 frin trong khi von ctia nude
ngoai & Nam Ky 1én dén 39.418.560 frin; nguoi nude
ngoai gdbm: Hoa kiéu, Dic kiéu, Anh, Thuy Si... Khong
thé nao nha nudc ude lwong duge moén tién do cac ngan
hang & Hueong Cang, & Singapore dua cho bon mai ban
mua lda & tin mién ddng qué; tién vao Nam Ky 16i tr&y
lai, khi nhiéu khi it, theo duong 16i ban chinh thic bi
mat; gitta bon mai ban va tay em khong c6 gidy td, bién
nhan ro rét.(V

Thir xem nhimng mit hang xudt khau nim 1863: lda
ga0, bao ca-ron, cd kho, dau dira, mudi, da trau, da bo,
strng, xuwong trau bo, chi€u, cau kho... thi ta thay so6 16i
to vi mua véi gid ré mat, tan goc, gan nhu doc quyén.
Céc mit hang nhap khiu ciing vao nim 1863: ruou chat,
ruou manh, ngéi, voi, cude, xudng, dd hop, to chio,
gidy, thudc Bic, dung cu bing sit thép, dinh, phio, hop
quet, deén cy, trai cay kho... gan nhu tat cd déu duoc
bon mai ban mua tich trix r6i chay mdi ban khdp Nam
Ky, Ién tan Phnom Pénh.

Hoi cudi thé ky XIX, vung Binh Tay v6i nha mdy
xay va chanh lia ngay cang phat trién dé thu hit nhiéu
tho mdy, tho phu, phu khuan viac, lao cong tap dich,
nhitng ngudi ban ruou, banh trai trén bo hodc dudi ghe
xuodng. Lai con bon ghe chai tir Luc Tinh chiu vat va

1 L’Indochine a I’Exposition coloniale de 1906, ban in ctia nha nudc.



dem lda gao tir Long Xuyén, S6c Trang, Ca Mau lén.
Chu ghe, thuong la ngudi Hoa. Mua Ida ca vung rdn rip,
ngay dém, ngudi lam cong ludn Iudn thi€u hut néu ta
1ay nhitng con s6 sau day lam co s& cho toan Nam Ky:

- Trong vong hai muoi nim, tir 1880 dén nam 1900,
dién tich canh tac tdng gia tr mic 300.000 héc-ta 1én
dén 1.175.000 héc-ta.

- S6 gao xudt cang, ciing trong vong hai muoi nim
noi trén ting gia tr mic 300.000 tén 1&n 750.000 tan.

Néu Sai Gon la mit ngoai san khau, thi hau truong
Cho Lém ¢6 bao nhiéu chuyén phic tap, bura bai dién ra
thuong truc ngay dém: budn lau, lvu manh, lam hang
héa gi, trom cip, co bac, di di€m. Bon budn lau, chi
chita, cai thau hoat dong nhu nhitng hoi kin véi ban lién
lac, tinh bdo, 4m sat. Linh tuan thanh (canh sat), linh
kin (mai ta kin) kiéng né ching, dn ctia dut 16t roi gia
dui, gia di€c néu khong ra mit tan trg.

Vira chiém xong thanh Chi Hoa, bon cdm quyén cho
thau song bac d€ bS sung ngan sach, va lam cho dan
ching quén lang tinh hinh chinh tri. Nghi dinh ngay
26 thang 7 nam 1861 cho phép 3 chiic cong khai song
bac & Cho Lon. Dai khéi, ¢6 ndi quy thi du nhw cdm co
bac ngoai duong sd, cdm dan ba tré con vao song, c6
nhan vién céanh sat kiém sodt trat ty, dinh gio m& cira
va dong ctra nhung chi 1a hinh thic. Cudi nam 1861, lai
cho phép mé& rong song bac dén Sai Gon, rdi nim sau
cho phép & cac tinh mién Pong. Di doi voi song bac
cho phép mé& 6 mai dam.
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Niam 1882, Thong d6c Nam Ky cho nguoi Hoa mé
riéng 16 nha “xec” danh cho gi¢i thuwong gia giai tri.
Nén ké nhitng danh tir 4y ra dé hiéu thé lyc ctia bon
thuong gia nguwoi Hoa: nha “xec” ciia bang Phudc
Kién, ctia nguoi Hoa mua bén tr Singapore dén, cta
nguoi Hoa mua ban lda gao, ciia gidi mua ban lia gao
thudc bang Quang Bong & Cho Lon, clia thwong gia
thudc bang Hai Nam, cla gi¢i ban 1& Quang Dong,
ctia thuong gia Triéu Chau va He thuoc bang Triéu
Chau, ctia giGi thau va xay lia & Quang Dong, cha giGi
Hoa kiéu 1am mai ban goc & cac nhuong dia Anh dén
lam dn & Cho Lon, clia gi¢i chay mdi lia gao Quang
bong, cia gi¢i mua ban gao & Phudc Kién. C6 mot
nha “xec” cta gidi k§ nghé An Nam. Nhitng nha giai
tri nay 12 noi ban bac k& hoach dau co, thét dai, lo hdi
16 cho quan chitc Tay, ta véi di tro tit d6 twong hang
sang. Bon thuc dan va tén Toan quyén Pong Duong
da hiéu d6 1a 8 co bac trd hinh... ludn ca bon hoi ddng
quan hat - nhung rdi dau vao d6, c6 stra ddi, han ché,
ngin cdm thi lai xuét hién dudi hinh thic khac.®

Céc song bac hang sang hodc binh dan déu chu
trong vao trdo “hot me”. Dung tién di€u hodc hot me
ma hot voi céi chén day dp sau do6 do ra, loc lai timg
nhom bon hot, con thira mot, hai, ba, bén hot thi goi
nhitng ctra yéu, lwgng, tam, tic. Lic dit tién, con bac
c6 thé can nhic, danh cau au (chi danh mot cra) hoic

1 G.Durrwell, Ma chére Cochinchine, La Renaissance du Livre, Paris
1911, chuong IX.



danh hai ctra. Tién bac clia dan lao dong va dam tiéu
thwong 1an héi lot vao tdi chli song bac Hoa kiéu. Bon
nay bay thém nhiing song bac me lvu dong vao lang
qué, noi thau mua lda gao; tién ma nong dan vira ban
lia sau mot ndm 1am lung mét nhoc trong phut chdéc
tr& vao tii bon dang di€ém. Nhiéu hinh thic cd bac
khac, thi du nhuw t& sic duoc cac ba cac co6 ham mo.
Con nao bai cao, cach-té, bai cu di, bong vu, lic lic.
Mot loat c& bac hap din 1a dé& 36 con, mdi ngay x4
mot 1an, ddanh mot tring ba muoi con dé - mot loai
thd, con trung - dwa ra v6i cau thai mo hd, mic stc
cho con bac ban luin, tién doan theo 101 “Ong thady
dé”. Hoidc cin ctt vao diém chiém bao, hién tuong la
xay ra. Trong vin chwong binh dan, luu truyén bai
phu danh me, t€ song ngudi ban thua cd, bai vé danh
dé (goi dé cd nhon) nhidm da pha, gii thich tro gian
l1an nhung r6t cudc khong rian duoc ai.

Hoi nhitng ndm cudi thé ky thir XIX, & Cho Lén c6
ban loai gidly s& phat hanh tir Phi Luat Tan, hodc “dé
Trang nguyén” x4 tir Huong Cang.

Tén Viét gian duogc Phép tin cay nhat & Cho Lon 1a
D6 Hitu Phuong, vé sau lanh Bic diu boi tinh rdi Tong
doc ham (Phap goi hin 1a vién tri phit Chg Lon), sau
nhig nam thang di dan ap nghia quan, hin chuyén vé
do thdm va chiéu hdi, diém chi duoc vai vu quan trong
& kinh Lo Gém, Can Giudc, Bay Nui, Soc Tring. Tha
khoa Huan timg duoc hin bio lanh rdi qua mit hin. Ai
mudn lam huong chitc hoi té, 1am cai tdng trong tinh




SONNAM

BEN NGHE
XUA

Cho Lon ciing nhe mua dat, ban dat, cat nha pho, mé&
hiéu buon, cit nha mdy thi phai lo 16t cho hin vi hin
lam phu t4 cho tén “Xa Tday” & Chg Lon.

Nim 1873, cho Sai Gon cé 6.246 Hoa kiéu, nim
1896 c6 13.801 nguoi.

Trong toan c6i Nam Ky, nim 1896 t6ng s6 Hoa kiéu
1a 99.299, lién khu Chg Lén 41.588 nguoi; bén canh
d6, & Chg Lon con 80.061 ngudi Viét. Thém tix 15 dén
20.000 nguoi Viét song bénh bong, di trén ghe thuyeén,
tam trd trong thoi gian ngin.

T truede triéu dinh Hué ra 1énh cAm ngédt moi hoat
dong ctia hoi kin nhung khong thau két qua nhu y
muon. Nguoi Phap theo doi, lic dau thi danh gid rat
thap cac hoi “lam dn” nay. Trong nét 1on, hoi kin,
goi tong quat 1a Thién Pia Hoi clia nguoi Hoa chia ra
nhiéu nhém. Tyu chung c6 hai nhém nhiéu thé lyc:
Nghia Hung (keo xanh) va Nghia Hoa (keéo vang).
Nghia Hung ctia nguoi Phude Kién, Nghia Hoa cta
nhom Triéu Chau. C4c hoi nay gay stc ép voi bang
trudng Hoa kiéu. Trén nguyén tic phap ly, nguoi Hoa
nhap canh phai nho bang trudng bao lanh vé hanh
dong chinh tri, vé thu€ vu. Mic nhién, nguoi Hoa
tr nguyén hoic bi bit buoc tham gia vao hoi kin dé
dugc gitp von, huong dan 1am dn, khi bi 14n hiép thi
c6 ngudi binh vyge.”

1 Tham khao hop hd so ky s6 F.14 nim 1875 dén 1906. Vin thu luu
trt Sai Gon. Lanh tu hoi kin thu odn nhau tir Singapore, rdi dén Sai
Gon tiép tuc thanh ton.



Hoi kin hoat dong manh & Chg Lén va cac tinh
dong dic Hoa kiéu nhu Séc Tring, Bac Liéu, thinh
thoang dam chém nhau, “ddy gidc chom” khién thuc
dan kho d6i pho vi l1a chuyén ndi bo: gianh bén cho,
gianh trinh dién hat Tiéu, hat Quang, gianh khu vuc
miua lan xin tién vao dip Té&t. Nhiéu nguoi Hoa chita
chap khi giGi tho so, hoi hop bi mat hodc can tdi trom
cudp nhung nhd uy thé ciia hdi kin nén duoc cac bang
trudmg duing ra bao lanh vGi luat sw va tién dong thé
chan. Lai con bon ngudi mang bua, phai, sim truyén
vé cuoc tan thé tr Trung Hoa dén, xung la dai dién
ctia hoi nao do dé lac quyén. Ho bén nhimg nghiéng
muc, 6ng giit viét, tuong Phat bing d4 voi gia cao,
ngao du khdp Chg Lén, Luc Tinh rdi qua Xiém, Mién
bién, Nam Duong.

Nhom nguoi Hoa & Chg Lon bdng dung lai 1am chinh
tri, thay vi chi bi€t dau co thwong mai nhu lic trude.
Diéu ay khién bon mat tham chd y. Tinh hinh & Viét
Nam tr& nén rdi ren véi su bat luc ciia tridu dinh Hu€. O
Béc Ky quan Phap danh thanh Ha Noi (1882), ndm sau
tén chi huy 1a Ri-vi-e bi quan Co Den giét; giong nhuw
truong hop trude do, sau khi danh Ha Noi 1an thi nhat
la tén chi huy Gac-ni-é bi phuc kich. Nguoi cta hdi kin
va bon mai ban bén loan tin quan Co Den sip tran vao
Sai Gon - Cho Lén dé€ chiém ludn cd Nam Ky. Ho bay
ra lac quyén dé chuin bi “nuoi binh”, thach thic cong
khai bon mat tham. Nhung gitta ndm 1883, quan doi triéu
dinh Hué€ ¢6 tai chiém Ha Noi, Hai Phong, Nam Dinh

e
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roi dé that bai vi quan doi Trung Hoa khong lam duoc
gi hong thay d6i tinh thé. Bon mai ban hoang mang vi
s¢ thuc dan trimg phat. Vao dau thang 7 nim 1883, 17
hiéu budn va cong ty 16n gip nhau dé nhan dinh tinh
hinh rdi dua ra bién phép tiéu cuc, néu khong néi dau
hang vo diéu kién; ban tat ca tai san, 1y tién mit mua
vang dé& néu bi truc xuat thi ra di gon gang. Hoidc & lai
thi hién tét c4 tai sdn cho nha cAm quyén, rdi vao tdoa bo
Cho Lén trinh dién, xin dwoc bao vé tanh mang”. Bon
cam quyén Phdp khong danh ma thing, goi ho dén dé
tran an va yéu cau ho diém chi nhimg tén xdi giuc dau so.

Phap danh ctra Thuan An, triéu dinh Hu€ chiu su
bao ho ctia Phap voi Hiép wéc 1883. Tén Toan quyén
Hac-min ra Bic d€ binh dinh va sip dit bo may cai tri;
vién binh tir Phap ting cuong dé€ danh Son Tay, Bic
Ninh... Bon mai ban & Chg Lén vui ming vi lai ¢é dip
lam &n theo chan quan d6i Phap. Tén Teng Keng Ho 1ap
tttc cho nguoi di ndm tinh hinh d€ xay cat kho hang va
cho co hoi dau thau hoa chi 4 phién & Hai Phong, Nam
Dinh. Lai tru liéu mua thém vai tau thiy dé khai thac
duong van tai & Bic Ky; bdy gid hin c6 sin vai chiéc
chay trén duong Sai Gon - Singapore.®

V& nganh chuyén chd, van tai duong song, nguoi
Hoa kiéu nim wu thé, dung thi doan canh tranh bat
chinh, tham chi dung vo luc dé loai trir cac chli tau

1 Tham khao ho so ky s& SL.4432 va 4433 bdo cdo clia nhon vién mat
tham Sai Gon nhimg ndm 1874 - 1887 va 1889 - 1885.
2 Béo cdo nhon vién mat tham ngay 8-3-1884.



ngudi Viét.) Hoi dau thé ky XX, Cong ty Thai Thuan
v6i von liéng nguoi Hoa, do A Hi cam dau c6 30 chiéc
chay khip ddéng bing song Citru Long, dén Phném Pénh
(trong khi Cong ty duong song ctia Phdp rit nhiéu thé
luc c6 44 chiéc).

Bit chudc theo t6 chitc hoi kin, mot s6 nguoi Viét
bay ra Hoi chua, Hoi miéu bay lac quyén, dn udng.
Niam 1887 - 1888 thuc dan tim cach truy t6 Hoi van xe
(van, theo nghia t& hop, xe ngya dua ruéc hanh khach)
& Cho Lom, hoi nay toan ndm doc quyén vé xe ngua, ty
hing dinh gia, ha hi€p hanh khéach. Bon cam dau cta
Van kiém sodt cdc & mai dam, thau thué ganh hat boi
trinh dién trong vung, ddnh dap va dam chém nhiing ai
chong doi hodc t6 giac; trong x6m c6 thua kién thi phai
nh¢ ching giai quyét.®

1 Luyc Tinh Tdn Vdn, s6 29, ngay 4-3- 1908 ding bai Kho vé s6 16, 1én
an thdi do hong héach ctia tw sdn ngudi Hoa va tay sai. Tau ctia ching
dung ghe nguoi Viét thi bd chay ludn, ngudi bi chim ghe tréo 1én tau
thi bi dénh, dap xudng song. Tau do bat tuan luat & giao thong, ghe
nguoi Viét chay budm thi chiing véc cti (ctii chum ndi hoi nuéc) ma
liéng vao roi dung sao ddnh dap nguoi coi 1ai ghe. Chiing 1am chuyén
sat nhon, ¢6 bon quan lai dn hoi 16 bao che.

2 Nguyén Lién Phong. Diéu cd ha kim chi tdp; nha in I'Union, Sai Gon,

1916 c6 nhiéu tu liu v& s6 nhan vat hdi dau thé ky XX.
Xin trich mot doan ctia “Nam Ky phong tuc...” cing mot tac gia noi
vé Cho Lon: “Ban ba vong chudi chéi ngoi. Ao qudn dep dé néi cuoi
thanh bai. Phdn hwong xéng wép doi mai. Lén xe xudng ngua sdc tai
xué xang. Ldm khi lang phi chdng mang. Gdp con bdi bac trdm ngan
sd bao. Pdnh dé véi danh bai cao. Chdng kiéng qudc cdm ra vao
nghinh ngang. Du cén ldm ké bao tan. Chung quanh Cho Lon nhdy
tran ddng phe. Trong minh thich tw (xam minh) khong ghé. Ci chi,
tay sdt, luoi 1é dom rinh. Thita co ngd sw bdt binh. Himg himg noi
gidn ddnh inh gita troi. Rii may song chét nhw choi. Coi noi khdam
lon vi noi cika nha...”.
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Khu ph6 Cho Lén 1an hdi chia ra timg ho, nhuw
truong hop Sai Gon (Chg Léon gom 20 ho). Vao nhiing
nim 1886 thuc dan duwa ra hinh thic “ddn chii”: chic
vu ho trudng do dan bau ra, nhung quyén bau chi danh
cho nguoi dong mon bai hang kha, hodc chd pho, hoidc
cong chitc. HY trudng c6 quyén thi nhan gidy to, gop
y ki€n 1én cép trén. Lam ho trudng thi tha hd dn hoi
10, chita ¢ bac, bao che budn 1au, trom cudp. Mot s&
“nhon si” cha Chey Lon timg 1a ho trudng roi 1én dia
vi giau c6, hodc nhd giau c6 rdi mua chic ho trudng
dé lam giau thém. Bon tay giau c6 nhit Nam Ky la
Nhit Si, nhi Phuong, tam Xuwong, t¢ Dinh. Ngoai trir
Si lam giau vi dat ruong & Tan An thi Phuong (T6ng
déc Phuong), Xuong (Tuong, Ly Tuong Quan) va Dinh
(Tran Hiru Dinh, nguoi Minh Huong) déu timg 1am ho
trudng & Chg Lon!

“Cho Lon la thudc dia ciia nguoi Hoa” da s6 nguoi
Phdp & Pong Duong déu nhin nhan nhw thé. Thyc dan
Phép dung ting cho ho theo sinh hoat riéng, wu dai hong
chia ré d€ tri; diing ra l1a dya vao thé luc, vao t3 chiic, 6¢
thuc dung ctia tu san thuong nghiép va mai ban nguoi
Hoa dé khong ché€ gidi dién chii Viét dang ling ting
va gidi tu san Viét dang tré minh. O “thuéc dia Cho
Lon”, ngudi Hoa mang théi do ky thi: tuyét doi khong
muén nguoi Viét lam cong & nhiing khau quan trong.
Tho moc, tho hd, tho may chay hoi nuwéc (mdy xay lia
hodc tau thly), tho tién, tho stta may moc thong dung
ltic dau da s6 1a ngudi Hoa tir Singapore, tir Hrong Cang



dén. S6 tho nay song theo tinh than phuong hoi, véi cai
thau hodc cht xi nghiép dong vai “dai ca” do dau. Dén
nhiing viéc lam mét nhoc, khong doi hoi ky thuat nhw
vac bia, bon cai thau nguoi Hoa ciing danh wu tién cho
ngudi Hoa, rdi méi dén nguoi Viét.

Oc ky thi, tinh thin “phuong hoi” kém ham sy gidc
ngd va muc tranh ddu ctia cong nhan va 16p nghéo &
khu vuc nha mdy xay, mic dau cong nhan c6 som,
song tap trung. Ve luat 1& 1am &n véi nhau, gi6i thuwong
gia nguoi Hoa cd tranh gidy to phién phitc dé nha cim
quyén khong thé kiém soat duoc. Ho dung nong lich
trong moi giao udc, khong phd gid, khong gianh than
chii mét cach bat chinh, tin cady nhau khi vay muon no,
mdi sang hay mdi tuan déu hop tai tiém quan dé dinh
gid mua vao, ban ra, con lai git bi mat nghé nghiép tir
chuyén stra chira may moc dén ky thuat ap tring vit,
lam triing muoi. Hodc nghé 1am banh mi, 1am banh ngot,
niu thic 4n theo kiéu Phap, do chinh nguoi Phap vi tin
cdy nén truyén nghé cho ho.

Theo luat 1& ngudi Phap, nguoi Hoa & Nam Ky duoc
quyén chuyén tién bac vé Trung Qudc, chua ké nhiing
tha thuat bi mat. Ho kiéu hanh khi lam dwoc chuyén
vo vét do; “Ma ddo thanh cong”, “Nguw éng ddc loi”
l1a nhitng 101 chic mung treo trén ctta hiéu. Ho xem
Nam Ky la x& ctia nguoi “An Nam”. Trong giai thoai
binh dan, c6 nhiéu chuyén khoi hai di kich bon mai
ban vong 4n phu nghia, ddng thoi cling day nhon dao
d6i voi nguoi Hoa sa co that thé. Ly tudng cta thuong
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gia Chg L6n 1a bt dau lam 4n v6i céi giong, cdi ganh,
ngdi 1& dudng mua ban réi vao tiém, lam dng bang. An
chéo suét ngay Iic moi qua Cho Lon, rdi bita chéo bita
com, rdi #n com, in c4 #n thit, mua hau thi€p tré to, hiit
4 phién vao nhiing nim cudi cudc doi.

Gi6i dién chii Nam Ky, gi6i tiéu tu san thanh thi da
thdy cai tai hoa 4y, tir nhimng nim dau thé ky XX. Phong
trao Duy Tan & Nam Ky, rdi phong trao “Tdy chay Xi-
noa” dién ra, chua chi da that bai vi phia sau bon mai
ban 1a thé lyc ctia thue dan Phap, ctia d€ quoc phéan dong.

Nguoi Viét & Cho Lon kha dong, song bang nghé
hét téc, lao cong vac buia, mua ban rong trén bo, trén
song. Hodc tho phu, ban ghe chai tir Luc Tinh 1én. Ngoai
6 ctia Cho Lén 1a Can Giuodc, Can Bude, Go Pen, Cho
Pém, Binh Dién. Hai cudc khdi nghia da xay ra vao
ndm 1913 va 1916 v6i ndng dan vung Cho Lén, Tan
An va 16p nghéo thanh thi Sai Gon, Cho Lon. Cam dau
1a Nguyén Hiru Tri & Can Giudc, voi khiu hieu “giét

ALY

Tdy” duwa Phan Xich Long 1am hoang d€. Lan thit nhat
dém 23 rang 24 thang 3 nim 1913 mot s6 co quan clia
chinh quyén Sai Gon, Cho Lém bi dit 8 qua bom nhung
bi phat giac. R6i bon hom sau, c6 600 ngudi 40 den quan
tring, deo bua trir sing dan kéo vao noi thanh, bi bit,
gidi tan. Lan thit nhi dém 11 rang 12 thang 2 ndm 1916,
300 ngudi ddong phuc nhu trude kéo vao Sai Gon toan
danh pha dinh Théng d6c va Kham 16n. Toa dn quan
st Phap x{ bdn 51 nguoi. Phong trao nay lan rong hau
hét cic tinh Nam Ky, bi dan ap thing tay.



Trong s6 nguoi bi xit ti, bi day khong cé nguoi Hoa
kiéu. Phai dén ngay 30-4-1975 véi chién thing mua
xuan, cai “thudc dia Che Léon” méi duoc thau hdi vao
lanh thé ctia TS quoc ta. Moi 16i 1am dn phi phap, lién
két voi bon dau co qudc t€ tir doi chia Nguyén da bi
x6a bd tan goc ré. Tuy 1a dong minh béc 160t, thyc dan
Phép van chwa nim duoc tinh hinh va thuc chat ctia bon
mai ban, gian thuong, chwra lam duoc viéc so bo: nghién
ctu phia Chg Lon, vé ngudn géc bon mai ban va lich st
duong pho. Chi thay giGi thiéu cac chiia miéu & Cho Lén
d€ thda man 6c¢ t0 mo ciia du khach dang tim gidi tri.

Nhin hon trdm nidm qua, ta thdy Chg Lén khong bi
tan pha, khi Phap danh thanh Gia Dinh, mai ban va tay
sai tir ndm 1866 da cat 1én duoc khoang 500 ngoi nha
ng6i. Nam 1870 chiéu dai ctia khu ph6 Chg Lon 1a mot
ki-16-mét ruoi, chiéu ngang mot ki-lo-mét. Thuc dan
nuoi dudng 1an hdi roi qua chin nam khang chién chong
Phap, hai muoi nim chong My dién tich ctia Chg Lén
1én gdp bon, gdp ndm, dai dén Phi Lam, dn 1én Binh
Théi - Phii Tho, dé xuéng Kinh Doéi, véi nha nhiéu tang,
xen vao nhimg khu & chuot nheo nhéc...
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CAU KHO

CAU KHO LA TEN CAY CAU BAC NGANG QUA
con rach dn vao kho Gian Thao, con goi 1a kho Cdm
bém do chia Nguyén dit ra tir 1741, mot trong chin
kho & rai rac ving Pong Nai - Clru Long. Nhung kho
Gian Thao ctia B&én Nghé 1an hdi tré thanh quan trong,
dén nam 1788 md rong dé chita lia thau tir bon trin clia
dat Gia Dinh, ké ludn ddng bing Clu Long (Ca Mau,
Rach Gi4, Ha Tién nap vao kho Vinh Long).

Nim 1805, kho nay tu b8 va mé thém sau day lop
ngoi, ther than Tu Thuong, hing nidm khi thau thué hoan
tit c6 1 bay t& IE.

Trén ban d6 Tran Vin Hoc niam 1815, kho C4dm
bém duoc vé 1o rét, hinh vudng, song rach bao boc
nhw mot cu lao. Mot phia, rach Vam Bén Nghé, ba phia
kia 1a rach Bén Chiéu dn qua rach Ban rdi chay trd 1én
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rach Bén Chua. Goi Bén Chiéu vi ¢6 nha vua chiéu lac.
Bén Chua d6 lén vang cao Tan Triém cda chua Kim
Chuong.” Rach Ban véi bdi bun, ban moc tir ngon t6i
Vam. Hay con tén truyén thong cho Cau Kho & bén
Chuong Duong, quan 1 ctia thanh pho. Rach Bén Chiéu
nay goi la rach Ba Do, rach Ban con mang tén cii. Ta
doan chic kho lda thoi xwa & vi tri nha tho Cau Kho
ngay nay, trén nén dat con cao rdo.

Cu D6 Chiéu sinh & lang Tan Khanh. Phai ching
Tan Khdnh & ving Cau Kho nay. Cac cu gia con noi
ring gia dinh ho Vo c6 nguoi con gai hita hon voéi cu
Do ciing 1a dan Cau Kho. Dat xua, ¢6 ho Truong Gia,
trong d6 Truong Gia Hoi timg duoc triéu dinh dua ra
Bic cung v6i Tran Piic Tiic, Nguyén Trong Hiép dé hy
vong giai quyét con boi roi sau khi mat thanh Ha Noi
lan tht nhat.

Khi thye dan Phép danh Nam Ky xong, Cau Kho 1a
noi cu trd cia Ton Tho Tuong, Huynh Tinh Cta, Huyén
Si. Khu vyc ban Ié danh riéng cho ngudi Viét; gitta chg
Sai Gon goi khong khi Tay phuong va Chg Lon mang
hoi huéng khu phé nguoi Hoa.

Trong khu vuc hanh chanh goi “dé thanh Sai Gon”
do thyc dan quy dinh lic ban dau thi lin ranh dén

1 Chua Kim Chuong quan trong va dep nhdt ciia Bé€n Nghé, cat tir nim
1755. Qua doi Ty Dic, trong Dai Nam Nhdt Thong Chi goi chua Thién
Truong, khong hiéu tai sao chuia lai d6i tén. Khi Phap dén, chiia nay
chéng nghe néi t6i, trong go dat O-ma, chi con miéu Hoi Pdng va
dén Hién Trung.



duong Nguyén Théi Hoc ngay nay. Ngoai lan ranh nay,
phia T4y 1a ngoai 6 v&i hinh thiic lang xa méi 1ap gdm
nhitng nguoi vira quy tu. Nhimg lang hdi Ty Ditic mic
nhién da gidi tin. Dan tan cw, chay gidc tr nim 1859
khong con co hoi try lai nén nha cii. “Noi Cho Lon
trdi t6i Cdau Thuong, qudn moi ro ldy lieng nén qud
ldm” (Cau Thuong 1a Cau Kho, thuong 1am. Bai phu
Gia Dinh thdt thii). Thoat tién, bon cam quyén dit tén
vung Cau Kho 1a Nhon Hoa 4p, Nhon Hoa phd, dén
cudi nim 1865 goi Nhon Hoa xa™". Phia Bic ctia Nhon
Hoa giap lang Thai Binh (tén m&i, gdm mot phan lang
Tan Triém cii). An vao Cho Lén 1a lang Tan Hoa roi
dén ving Cho Quén (lang Nhon Giang do tén cit Giang
tram Tan Lc phuong).

Tt Sai Gon vo Cho Lén ngoai duong thiy, tir xuwa
s&n c6 duong bo, thyc dan chinh dén lai, rong hon. Pong
bao goi Puong trén (Vo Ténh cii, nay 1a Nguyén Trai
chay t6i Cay Mai) va Puong dudi (theo sat bo song).

Nim 1879, dé& nghién cttu thanh 1ap doan duong xe
Itra ngén (sau 1a xe dién) chd hanh khéach tr Sai Gon
dén Cho Lom, nhan vién cong chanh dém thk cac dot
xe qua lai trong mot ngay tir 6 gior sang dén 7 gio toi dé
udc lwong mic do ron rip, ding nhiing con s6 dy lam
bai toan vé kha ning khai thac thvong mai.?

1 J.Bouchot, Documents pour servir a I’histoire de Saigon, 1859 a
1865. A.Portail xudt ban 1927 trang 509.

2 Hob so SL.1832 vé viéc xin khai thac duong xe khach Sai Gon - Choy
Lo6n nidm 1879. Vin thu lwu trir, Sai Gon.
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Xe kiéng Duong tréen  DPuong dudi
325 chuyén; 384 chuyén

Xe song ma 108 86
Xe bo 121 15
Nguoi coi ngua 25 24

Khong phai ngudi Viét nao ciing tim dét, cat nha &
Cau Kho duogc. Phai 1a thuong gia, cong chiic cda tan
trdo, 1a dién chli c6 ruong vuon & Can Giuoc, Go Vap
hoic phia Chanh Hung, Tan An. Ho dén Cau Kho tim
tién nghi, hudng thuy, cho co hoi. Mot s6 khai thac nganh
dong xe ngua, cho mudn. Co hoi gi? Con chit long yéu
nudc, si khi, ho chd sttc manh ctia triéu dinh Hué; bay
gio mién Trung, mién Bic chua bi Phap chi€m.

Bau khong khi chinh tri & ving Cau Kho tré nén soi
dong khi Hiép uoc 1874 lai ky két gitta Phap va triéu dinh
Hué. Nhuong dut sdu tinh Nam Ky cho Phap. Phap dit
Toa lanh su & cac cira bién va thanh thi nhuw Qui Nhon,
Hug&, Hai Phong. Triéu dinh dit Toa lanh sy & Sai Gon
va Paris. Ngoai hiép udc néi trén con thuong udc quy
dinh tht tuc mua ban gitra hai nuéc, ky ngay 31-8-1874.

Nguyén Vin Tuong chi mudn dit Toa lanh sy &
Nam Ky.

Nhiém vu Toa lanh sy la binh vuc quyén lgi cho
ngudi dan tr Bic, Trung vao mua ban, khi gip truong
hop pham phap, Toa lanh sy duge quyén can du vao dé
xem hinh thic phap ly ¢ duogc gitt ding khong. Nguoi

Phap hoic nguoi Au, nguoi dan cu tri & Nam Ky, tau



thuyén ra Trung, Bic can duoc chinh quyén Sai Gon va
lanh su Viét Nam & Sai Gon kiém nhan trudc.

Toa lanh sy ctia Triéu dinh hoat dong tir cudi nim
1874 dén gitta nam 1883, non chin nam. Sudt thoi gian
kha dai ndy, chitc vu lanh sy giao cho Nguyén Thanh
Y. Nguyén Lap chi thay thé khi Nguyén Thanh Y véng
miit sang Phép du cudc ddu xao. Chiic vu pho lanh s do
Phan Khiém Ich gitr nhiéu nam hon Tran Dodn Khanh.
Nguyén Thanh Y qué & Quang Nam, d4u cir nhan; timg
lam quan & Dinh Tuong. Phdp danh Sai Gon vao lic
Nguyé&n Thanh Y 1am tri phii coi phii Tan Binh (Sai
Gon, Cho Lém, Héc Mon) nén am hiéu nhiéu tinh hinh
va quen thudc nhiéu nhan si, c6 nguoi dang cong tac
voi gidc nhue Ton Tho Tuong. Tén Téng doc Phuong,
phti Tran T Ca déu la thudc ha nhé bé ctia Nguyén
Thanh Y lic trude. Khi dai ddn Phi Tho mat, Nguyén
Thanh Y vé mién Trung, gitt chiic hai phong & Quang
Nam. Phan Khiém Ich qué & Bién Hoa dang gii chiic
Chu su bo binh.

Toa lanh sy Viét Nam hoat dong ngay sau khi ky
hiép udc, tru s& dit tai Puong dudi (BE€n Chuong Duong
ngay nay) vao khoang goc duong Dé Tham vé phia
rach Ban. Nha trét, khang trang, c6 noi cho quan hau
trd ngu, c6 chudng ngya. Khi ra ngoai thi dung xe song
ma, phuong tién sang trong nhit bay gio. V& mit néi,
vao thang 12-1878, Toa lanh sy muon tau Tay chd gao
ra giip nan bao lut & Binh Dinh, Phu Yén, Khanh Hoa.
Nim 1883, nhiéu nguoi tir Quang Ngii theo ghe budn
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vao dit Gia Pinh dé muu sinh, song bénh bong. Bon
Phép bit giao trd hon trim nguoi, Toa lanh sy lo chu
cdp cho ho vé qué. Tir thang 8-1874, Nguyén Thanh Y
voi dén S& Ba Son tim mot so tho ¢ tay nghé dé mo
vé Hué lam viéc cho Triéu dinh. Ndm nguoi tho tré, tay
nghé kh4 xin véi nha cAm quyén Phap dé€ di Hué. Trong
tinh hinh bay gio, hanh dong roi qué nha ma khong biét
1o luong bong qua 12 tich cye yéu nude.”’ Thuc dan chi
diéu tra 1y lich hai tho tién, hai th dic, mot thg chuyén
lam 6ng tuy-do, hai thg mdy rdi chuin y. Nhitng nim
sau, thinh thoang cé nguoi tir Hué, Da Nﬁng vao hoc
nghé coi may tau thiy, hoc chit Phap, cach st dung
dién tin, nganh chich ngtra bénh dich. Phia nguoi Phap
yéu cau Triéu dinh cung cap vai tho gidi vé nghé cin
Xa clr, lam son mai.

Theo sy nhan xét cia bon méat tham Sai Gon thi
hoat dong gay roi ctia Toa lanh sy xuat phat tir dia ban
Cau Kho, noi thuan loi vé nhan tam. Rdi lién lac 1én
GO Vip, noi nguoi Viét tap trung dong dao, du dn, lai
c6 nhiéu tri thitc khoa bang, hoidc tré qua Vinh Hoi,
gan thuong cang. Cac tinh ma Toa lanh sy thuong lién
lac 1a Go Cong, Bién Hoa noi Hiép udc 1862 quy dinh
céac lang ho Pham (me Tu Duc), ho Hd (me Triéu Tri)

1 Tham bién hat Sai Gon géi Giam d6c Noi An ngay 2-9-1874. H so
SL.1745, Vin thu luu trir Sai Gon. Bay gio, thuc dan kiém sodt ky
ludng gitta Binh Thuan va Ba Ria. Dan qua lai thuong di mua ngya
dem vé& Nam B9, ding dé kéo xe. Trén thuc t&, chi ghe thuyén méi
xin chiéu khén, nguoi ding duong bo 1€ té thi di lau.



phai duoc ton trong, nhitng nguoi gitr ling do Triéu
dinh tryc ti€p trd luong bdng, lai con nhig dip cting
gid ciing do Triéu dinh dai tho. Ba con xa gan cida hai
ho ndi trén kha dong dao, goi la thich 1y, quan lang dia
phuong phan nao ciing né nang.®"

Nho si, dién chi, hwong chic lang tr hai tinh noi
trén thuong ra vao Toa lanh sy & Cau Kho. Nhiéu nho
si, quan lai & Quang Nam, Binh Dinh, Hu€ duoc Toa
lanh sy bao ddm cho vao Nam, luu trd vai thiang dé chiu
tang cha me, ban dat ruong, thim dong ho. Thuc dan
d6ng y nhung buc doc, cho d6 1a nhitng tay dot nhap
vao Nam dé loan tin that thiét, bay lac quyén rdi phat
bang cép; gidy ching nhan vé chitc vu thuong la doi
quan - phat cho ngudi chiu hoat dong, khi viéc 16m thanh
cong sé wu dai. Van phong Toa lanh sy mua bdo chi
Phédp & Sai Gon, nho dich lai, g&i vé Hu€. Vién lanh sy
thuong lui t&i Toa lanh sy Bic & Sai Gon, n6i chuyén
kin ddo nhiéu lan, bon mat tham phdng doén triéu dinh
Hu€ mudén nho 1anh sy Dic 1am trung gian mua sing
dan chd thing tir Hrong Cang dén Hué (bdy gid, & Sai
Gon bon dai dién thuong mai nguoi Piic md tiém ban
sting sén, sung luc). Tén mai ban nguoi Hoa theo qudc
tich Anh la Tan Keng Ho thuong t6i lui gép vién lanh
st & Cau Kho, thyc dan doén chimg hin bit méi mua
sting ché tir Singapore thing ra Hug; hai nguoi thuong

1 Phong V. Lanh sy Viét Nam & Sai Gon. Tuan bao Tri Tan, s6 4
ngdy 2-6-1942 va bdo cédo clia nhon vién mat tham Sai Gon, hd so
SL.4432-SL..4433.
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di chung xe song ma. Ciing trong nhitng ndm 1879,
1880 vién lanh sy Anh va tén mai ban than tin cia Toa
lanh sy 4y dén Cau Kho nhiéu 1an. Bon mat tham suy
luan ring ho gip g& dé ban vé viéc thuc dan Anh dang
van dong thanh 1ap mot nudc Viét Nam riéng ré & Bic
Ky, chan dau k& hoach ma Phap sip thuc hién cho bing
duoc, sau vu danh chi€m Ha Noi 1an thit nhat. Thuc dan
Anh khong bing 1ong cho 1&m khi thay bon Phép dit
nén béo ho & Cam-pu-chia va khai thac cang Cam-pot
(Can-vot), gan cdng Bing-cdc ma ngudi Anh dang kiém
soat. Hai Phong va Ha Noi néu lot vao tay Phép thi sé
sttt mé thanh thé ctia Huong Cang phan nao. V4 lai, Bic
Ky giau md than d4, thi nhién liéu quan trong ma tau
beé xi nghiép chay bing may hoi nuéc dang can dén. T
nidm 1879, tén phiéu luu chinh tri L& B4 Panh da ngdm
ngam doéng vai con bai dé cho bon thyc dan Anh danh
sau lung thuc dan Phéap. Lé Ba Banh qué & Nghé An, vao
Thit Dau M6t 1am 4n try thanh thidy dong Thién Chua,
xung dong doi nha L&, lic dau hdn dwoc Phdp tin cay
phong chuc huyén ham, xung 1a huyén Thi hodc Po-lux
Thi. Loi dung vi tri cong khai, hin 1an la v6i bon linh
tap dang dong tai trai O-ma d€ mua chuoc, tin ring s
linh ay sé theo chan quan doi Phap danh Ha Noi lan
thtt nhi. Hin thuong di Hai Phong, Heong Cang. Viéc
16m bat thanh, hin dua don kién mot thuong gia nguoi
Anh & Sai Gon vé toi giut s6 tién 1én dén 12.000 dong
ma Cong ty Lén-xten clia Puic hita trd nhung ngudi Anh
no khong trao cho hin. Ai ciing hiéu day la tién thu lao



ma bon thuc dan phiéu lwu htta trd véi hinh thiic hoa
hong thuong mai."

X6m Cau Kho lam co s& cho nho si tir mién Trung
vao tam trd trude khi di Vinh Long, noi chi si Nguyén
Thong timg gitt chitc Poc hoc. Nguyén Thong 1ap Pong
Chau X4 t6 chitc clia nhitng nguoi qué quan & Nam Ky
gom ra Binh Thuin dé€ chuin bi lyc Iwong danh Phép.
Pau nim 1883, bon mat tham theo doi vién Kinh lich
Man ctia Pong Chau Xa vao bit lién lac v6i ngudi ctia
dao lanh, su sai va mot s6 cai tong. Kinh lich Man tir
Bién Hoa d&én Cho Lén, xuéng Can Giuoc r6i di Vinh
Long (c6 tai liéu n6i rd Man lam chiic thira bién va ciing
1a An sat ctia dinh dién Ming Thit & Binh Thuan).

Bon mat tham Sai Gon lai thic mic khi cac vi chanh,
pho lanh sy thuong lui t6i nha Truong Vinh Ky, Téng
doc Phuong, Huynh Tinh Cta. Vai ho trudng clta Sai
Gon va Chg Lon cong khai bay td cam tinh. Mot s&
thuong gia, mai ban lién lac d€ lam #n vi Toa lanh sy
mua sim dd dac & Cho Lon voi s§ luong to ma dua
thuong xuyén ra Hué.

1 LéBé banh timg 1am thong ngon cho Toa 1anh sy Phap & Hai Phong.
Théng 2-1879, hén yéu ciu Phap can thiép vao mién Bic dé thanh 1ap
nuéc Cong hoa Bic Ky, toan bao dong nhung bat thanh. Nam 1881,
lai dwa yéu sach 1ap mot nuoc riéng nhung lién két voi Phép, lai bi
tlr chi. Xem G.Taboulet. La geste francaise en Indochine, quyén 2
trang 765. Theo Kiéu Oanh Mau. Bdn Triéu Ban Nghich Liét Truyén,
Sai Gon 1963, thi hin lién két véi gidc bién & ddo Cét Ba, thué tau
chién nguoi Anh, tau t6i Hai Phong thi Toa lanh sy Phap khang cw
vi khong c6 phép clia hai nha cAm quyén 1a Phap va Triéu dinh, theo
tinh than Hiép udc 1874.

o
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Nhung thyc dan lai ndm phéan chiit dong. Thanh Ha
Noi mat lan thit nhi. Nam sau, dai t4 Ri-vi-e bi phuc
kich. Phap dem vién binh cting ¢ Ha No6i, Nam Dinh.
Toa lanh sy & Cau Kho biét nhimg gi sip xdy dén. Mot
s6 dong nho si, hoi trudng huong chiic hoi t& gom lai
bén tau ngay 2-5-1883 don rudc vai quan chic tir Hué
vao, duoc cac vi Ay nhin nhl: “Song lam tuong, thdc
lam than”.(") Tén tham bién Dy Xam-pd g&i phic trinh
trong ngay 9 va 10-6-1883 cho canh sat trudng Sai Gon
dé két luan ring lanh sy Viét Nam da lam dung quyén
han, lac quyén tién bac gdi vé Triéu dinh, loan tin that
thiét, ing ho cac hoi kin c6 muc dich gay loan. O Hug,
vién lanh sy Phdp thay tinh hinh ciing thing nén déng
ctra, niém phong vin phong, rit vé Sai Gon cang voi
tat ca nhan vién.

Ngay 22-6, Thong doc Nam Ky ra 1énh truc xuat
chanh va pho lanh sy Viét Nam, cdm ho tré lai Nam
Ky, phéi roi trong vong 24 tiéng dong hd.® Khi chanh
va pho lanh sy, nhan vién va gia dinh xudng tau vé Hué
thi kha nhiéu hwong chic & Phi Lac, Da Phuoc (Cho

1 B&o cdo nhon vién mat thim ngay 3-5-1883, theo nguyén vin, c6
mit dd Tuyén, d6 Mat (td tai) & Vinh Hoi; ¢6 Thuan, dd Son (td tai),
cau Nam Am (td man han luu day & Cay-en trd vé), kinh lich Phong,
cau Biy An, Hai Dinh, cau Cac & Cho Lén, Truong Minh Diéu tic
ho Giac, huyén Luan.

2 Cang dip nay thuc dan bit d6i An, d6i Puong thudc ho Pham Ding,
lam chiic doi ctia Triéu dinh gitt 1ing ho Pham & Go Cong dua ra Con
Déo, budc t6i 1a lién lac v6i hoi kin. Huyén Tam & My Tho ty ti, vi
co muu chong Phép bai 10.



L6mn), vai ho trudng ciia Chg Lon, vai than hao & GO
Vap cong khai dén gip, dang nhiing 14 thu chia budn,
tam biét. Vai vién chic nhé cua Toa lanh sy xin & lai
Sai Gon, hodc vé Luc Tinh. Ho tiép tuc loan tin ring
tinh hinh sip thay d6i, thuan loi cho Triéu dinh vi vay
thuc dan hoang so, truc xudt lanh sy quan. Bay gio, tén
Viét gian Nguyén Pic Hanh timg dwgc bon mat tham
Sai Gon tin cay dung ding mdt am muu “khdi logn”.
Hin trung ra nhiéu gidy to, bing ciAp bdo la vira tich
thu duoc, ching té vién pho lanh sy Phan Khiém Ich
(da xin nghi viéc tir trudc) dang cam dau mot t6 chitc bi
mat v6i nhiéu cai tdng, ho trudng, than hao ving Cho
Lon, Ba Ria. Ngay 1-8, thyc dan bit giam Phan Khiém
Ich dang dudng gia tai Bién Hoa va nhimg nha tai mét
bi tinh nghi. Piéu tra xong, thiy ching c6 gi, ching qua
tén Viét gian no mudn lap cong, tong tién nén lam gidy
to gid, dong an gid d& phao vu. Budn cudi nhat 12 bon
mat tham da gido nghiém nhitng dau an, nét chir rdi qua
quyét 1a that, truéc khi bit bo.

Non mot thang sau khi Toa lanh sy bi dong ctra, vua
Ty Ditc mat (17-7). Thuc dan danh vao ctta Thuan An,
uy hiép kinh d6 Hué véi dung y nidm phan chii dong, dé
phong nha vua méi 1én k€ vi s& xin Trung Qudc phong
vuong. Ngay 25-8, hiép udc ky két sy bao ho ctia Phap
lai dat tén Trung, Bic Ky.

bang ca ngoi trong thoi ky nay Phan Vian Tri (Ctk
Tri), nha tho chié€n diu timg 1én 4n cong khai Tén Tho
Tuong ngay tir lic hin con ndm chit it quyén han
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(Tuong chét ndm 1877, vo nudi com cho s& nguoi tir
Hué vao hoc ky thuat do Toa lanh sy chiu trach nhiém).
Ct Tri tung lién lac v6i hai vién chiic cia Toa lanh sy
Cau Kho. Mot nguoi 1a ky Toan bi thyc dan theo doi
vi nhiéu lan ti€p xidc v6i linh tap trd dong tai thanh
O-ma, s6 nay stra soan di Bic Ky tham chién. Ngudi
thtt nhi 1a Nho timg di Go Vap nhiéu 1an dé bay tiéc,
tao co hdi ban chuyén chéng Phép (bdo cdo mat tham
Sai Gon ngay 1-7-1883). Mic dau Toa lanh sy bi giai
tan, thyc dan cong khai khiing b6 nhung C& Tri ciing
14n 16i tr GO Vap (qué quén ctia 6ng) dén Sai Gon dé
gép Nho, nho tim cédch lién lac véi ky Todn, bdy gio
méi hay Todn da tron vi thye dan dang tim bit khi phat
hién nhimng co s& hoat ddng ma 6ng nay td chic & Ba
Ria, My Tho, Go Coéng (bdo cdo mat tham Sai Gon
ngay 29-7 ndm 1883). Nhitng su kién trén dinh chinh
du luén cho C& Tri chi 1a nho si gan, say swa ché chén,
thich chti bira bai.

Viéc thiét 1ap Toa lanh sy Phap & Hué, & Hai Phong
dem lai cho thuc dan nhiéu loi th& hon 1a Toa lanh su
& Sai Gon dem lai cho triéu dinh Hué. Bon Phap dit
chan cong khai 1én mién Trung, mién Bic, ciu két voi
bon phong kién dau hang, t6 chiic do thim dé 1am noi
ting, tao diéu kién danh thanh Ha Noi lan thi nhi roi

tran ra cdc tinh.



DPanh ring cic vién lanh sy cta Triéu dinh biét loi
dung vi tri hop phép dé van dong gi¢i nho si, do xét tinh
hinh, lién lac v&i bon phiéu Ivu nwéc ngoai nhd mua
sting nhung bdy gid ngan sach Triéu dinh da kiét qué,
d6i voi bon mai ban phiéu luu thi mé lam dn 4y khong
chic gi dem loi to. Hon nita, thyc dan Phap va thuc dan
Tay phuong tuy c6 nhiéu mau thuin nhung van cau két
voi nhau. Triéu dinh theo duong 16i chii bai, khong da
uy tin d€ 16i cuén dai da s6 nong dan yéu nudc. Quan
chtc, nho si dot nhap vao Nam lic diu duoc tin cay
nhung 1an hoi thi dua tin qua lac quan, that thiét, mot
s6 khong nhd lai suy thodi ctt lo di lac quyén dé b tui,
hudng thy, thim chi 1am bing cap dong an gia d€ ban
cho dbéng bao, chua néi dén truomg hop lam do tham
hang hai gitp thyc dan.

Thai do ctia thuong gia, cong chiic & Cau Kho ciing
tré thanh 10 li€u khi hay tin quan Phap chi€ém vung
ddng bing Bic Bo. Ho chay theo cdi loi trudc mit.
Ho bédn vang bac, ban may cd xe ngua (lic trudc sim
cho muén) d€ 1ay tién mua hang héa chd ra Hué, ra
Hai Phong, theo chan bon mai ban. Nhung ho khong
dt stc dé tré thanh mot ting 16p, mot giai cap gi
ca. Ho thir 1ap cong ty thuong mai véi diéu 1& hin
hoi. Truong Hanh cong ty do Huynh Quang Vi, thong
ngon tda 4n (cia Phap, da nghi viec) diing diéu khién,
duoc nha cam quyén Sai Gon chuin y. Hoat dong du
tinh 12 dau thau nhimg dich vu ctia nha nudc, 1ap kho
hang trong buéc dau & Sai Gon, Qui Nhon nhdm tranh
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thuwong v6i bon mai badn Hoa kiéu. Ban diéu 1é& chir
in, d& ngay 24-4 nam 1887 chi la gidy to n6 hip hoi
tr trong trimg nudc mic dau gom duoc s6 von 9.000
dong (bay gio vang 40 déng mot lugng). Xin trinh lai
nguyén vin vai 1oi 1 trong diéu 1&: “Nguoi trong cong
ty hoi tinh cung nhau khong co dan ba dw vao, khong
dang choi co bac”. “Nhitng nguoi trong cong ty dn ¢
cho thudn hoa cung nhau, nhw con mét nha, cé diéu
gi phdi giiip do lan nhau, chdng ai ddng kiém sw gi
xdu néi cho ngwoi trong cong ty khi trong cé chiing
cé cho di, nhw hay ra ddng qud la nguwoi dy noi xdu
cho nguwoi ta, lan ddu phdi phat cho céng ty, ldn thi
hai, sé bé ra, khong cho hun nita”.

Kiéu phuong hoi, lam 4n nhd clia giéi huyén ham,
huong chitc phan 16n than thudc, ba con voi nhau. Cong
ty Truong Hanh rot lai mot minh Huynh Quang Vi lam
chd, dit co s& tai Binh Dinh chuyén thau cong ty ban
ruou, ban 4 phién cho nha nudc. Ba ndm sau, nguoi sdng
lap tré vé Sai Gon, gitp viéc cho trang su Phép, lanh
huy chuong, 1én chiic d6c pht si ham.

Rach Vam Bén Nghé lan hdi mit vai trdo quan
trong. Vé duong thily, tau be, xa lan chuyén ché lia
gao ra cang Sai Gon di theo kinh Té va kinh Doi dao
song song v&i rach cii, vira rOng rdi, vira sau hon. T
Sai Gon vao Chg Lon, con duong nay 1a Tran Hung
Pao, 1a Ngo6 Gia Ty, ndi qua Dién Bién Phu trd thanh
truc 16 chanh, thay cho dudng mé song va duong trén
(Nguyén Trii). Rach Cau Kho (ba Do), rach Ban lan



héi can, dan lao dong cat nha hai bén bo ma nuong
nau, nudc chdy khong thong, rac rén day diy, mdy
nhanh nhoc 16n nho bi chan ting khic, trd thanh ao
viing. Nam 1900, sap nhap vao do thanh vé mit hanh
chanh, nha ctra ri rdc véi hang rao cay xuwong rong,
v6i chom tre. Trude ngay Cach mang Thang Tam bung
nd, khu vuc duong Nguyén Canh Chan hay con hdn
don, nha 14, nha lop ton, nén van ké trén viing bun,
muon vao phai qua cau, quanh co. Mdi cdn nha nhé
chita chap doi ba gia dinh, ngin ra timg budng, ban
dém thdp dén dau. Téi nhitng ndm sau 1955, ca ving
bi chdy vi cudc tranh chap gitta Diém va nhom Binh
Xuyén, sau do, chinh trang 1an hoi.

Toa lanh su bi giai tan, nhém nho si va quan lai lui
vao di vang. Cudc ddu tranh ctia dong bao ti€p tuc, voi
noi dung tich cuc & 18 thon vuon trau.
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18 THON
VUON TRAU

PHIA BAC THANH GIA PINH, RACH THI NGHE,
con goi la rach Ba Nghe (tén chit Nghi Giang, Binh
Tri Giang) tuy ngdn nhung quan trong nhu mot hao ho
thién nhién. Bén kia bo, ké tir mé song Sai Gon 1a xom
Thi Nghe (Phui My), rach Cau Bong in 1én Ba Chiéu,
x6m Cau Kiéu 1én cho Phd Nhuan, khdi cho 1a vuon
mit ndi danh.

Cho Thi Nghe niim trén duong Thién Ly ra Trung,
ra Bic. Gan cho, ngay xua c6 vudng dat hing nim lam
1 Tich dién, cd vo nghé nong. Lai con dén Vin Thanh,
tho Khéng Tt v6i ngu y khuyén hoc. Ba Chiéu va Phi
Nhuan cao réo, gi€ng nudc tdt, vuon cdy an trai chay

1 Ngon cira rach Vin Théanh chiy qua xa 16 Bién Hoa, vam thi d8 gan
vam Thi Nghe. Diu nim 1862, cong ty “Nha Réng” nghién ctu viing
dat & viing rach Vin Thanh d€ lam u sira chita tau, trude khi c6 sé Ba
Son. K& hoach bo do.
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dai t6i GO Vap, thém rau cai, thudc hit (goi thudc Go,
dung phan banh dau) va nganh dét, nhudém to lua (An
Nhon). Lang Hanh Thong bao tram chg Go Vap, noi
vin vat, nhiéu nguodi d6 dat & mirc trung binh, tir cudi
thé ky thit XVII da c6 dinh thanh hoang.

Rach Thi Nghe an nguogc 1én Bau Cat. Khic ngon
nay mang tén Nhiéu Loc (nhiéu hoc, tén Ldc), xua goi
Hau Giang, noi Nguy&n Anh thudng chon trii binh trude
khi déanh Sai Gon. Rach Nhiéu Loc mang nhiéu nhénh
nhéc nay da 14p, ching ai con nhé nhu sudi Truong
Binh, rach Cau Hué, rach Ba Tiém. N&i danh 1a x6m
Hoa Hung, noi Vo Truong Toan day hoc va xom Chi
Hoa noi Nguyén Tri Phuong dit ban doanh.

Phia Tay Bic ctia Bén Nghé, ruong ray thua thét,
nén ké khu vuon xoai Tan Son Nhat, go CAm Pém, chua
Giac Lam. Dau duong 1én bién giGi Viét - Cam-pu-chia,
tir Sai Gon 1én Hoa Hung, Chi Hoa, Ba Queo, Hoc Moén,
Cu Chi, Trang Bang dén rimg Tay Ninh tru phd, dinh
Ba DPen cao nhat Nam Bo hién & chan troi. Con duong
nay lam ranh gi¢i gitra dat phu sa c¢8 song Dong Nai va
dat pha sa méi song Vam Co, trong luu vuc song Ciu
Long. Ranh gi6i gitra rimg dat cao, go néi va khu vuc
triing nhiéu phén néi qua Dong Thap Mudi.

Tudng Ton That Hiép roi tuéng Nguyén Tri Phuong
déu nhat tri chon Iya khu dat ndm trong dia phan lang
Chi Hoa va Phud Tho nim doc theo rach Nhiéu Loc, 13y
con duong di Tay Ninh (Cich mang thang Tam ngay
nay) lam trung tdm dé€ xay dén lily vi nhiéu 1y do:



- Vi tri nay c6 thé khong ché va cit Sai Gon - Cho
Loén ra lam hai khu vuc, khong cho thuc dan bam vao
ngudn tiép t€ tir dong bang song Ctu Long.

- Quan don dién tir Go Cong, My Tho dé tdi lui xay
thanh, van chuyén lwong thuc va tac chién.

- Phia Bic ctia Pha Tho - Chi Hoa gidp ké 18 thon
Vuon Trau, noi dong dic nhimg nguoi “cui ciit lam
dn”, giau nghia khi. Vuon Trau xua thuoc dao Quang
Uy, cédn ctt quan su, ly s& clia huyén Binh Duong, doi
Gia Long. Lang Thuén Kiéu cta khu Vuon Trau dugc
bd tri lam hau ci ctia Pai don.

Trong khoang thoi gian dai hon mot nam sau khi
thanh Gia Dinh thét thl, quan dan ta khan truong xay
ddn dudi sy chi huy ctia Ton That Hiép. Vé sau, Nguyén
Tri Phuong phat trién thém. Noi dit ban doanh 1a dén
Trung, day mit qua Phi Tho. Bén ta c6 hai don, T4 tién,
T4 hau. Hitu tién va Hitu hau & bén hitu d6n Trung. Bao
boc nhitng ddn nay c6 liy day 3 mét, cao 2 mét 50, hai
bén xdc cay to, gitta d6 dat. Chu vi lily dén 12 cay s&
ngan, trén nét 16n nhw hinh tam giac v6i dinh 1a ddn
Trung khoi Nga tw By Hién mot ddi (trén duong gan
toi Ba Queo ngay nay). Hai goc ctia day sat go Cay Mai
va Nhiéu Loc (gdm hai bo rach, dén sau cho Nguyén
Vin Trdi). Lai con chién hao doi (sape double) dao sau
dudi dat, ding ngang nguc, hai chién hao chay song
song ké& nhau, gan tring hop v6i duong Ly Thuong Kiét
dén sat chua Kiéng Phudc (khoang Truong trung hoc
Hong Bang). T Sai Gon nhin 1én phia Chi Hoa thay
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cay to nhd. Ban ngay trén choi canh treo co lam hiéu,
ban dém dot ltra.

Thang 4-1859, khi Dai don vira khéi cong xay, gidc
thir tham sét 1én go Cay Mai, dung v6i quan tuan tiéu
ciia ta, hai bén déu bi thiét hai. Pau nim 1860, giic m&
cudc tdn cong nhd nhung ta ndm phan cha dong, nhiéu
xac gidc bd lai. Liic gidc yéu vi dai quan con & Thuong
Hai, ta dao chién hao doi dé€ ngin cach Sai Gon va Cho
Lon; khi con 400 mét dén chua Kiéng Phudc, gidc dem
quén chiém chiia. Pém 3 rang 4-7 ndm 1860, tuéng Ton
Thét Hiép danh ngay, gidc co thi cho vién binh tir Sai
Gon dén giai cttu. Sau vu t6n thit nay, Ton That Hiép
bi khién trach, Nguyén Tri Phuong vao thay thé, chinh
d6n quan ngi va phong tuyén.

Hon bay thang sau, trong hai ngay 24 va 25-2-1861,
voi quan hang hau tr Thuong Hai vé, D6 doc Xac-ne
(Charner) tdn cong vao Dai don, xuét phat tir Cay Mai,
boc 1én Ba Queo, suon Tay Béc cda chién liy.

Tranh vé thoi a4y cho thdy quan Phép b tri timg
mang vuong, linh ding sat vao nhau, trong phdo do
lira kéo, si quan cudi ngra mang guom, ki€u gian tran
chau Au. Sting c4 nhan va dai bac clia giic bin xa va
chinh xac. Pai béc ciia ta bin muoi phat chua dau duoc
mot hai, tuy dic phong theo kiéu Tay phuwong nhung
ky thuat lac hau dé€n non mot thé€ ky. Gidc dung chién



thuat bin tir xa, tranh truong hop x4p 14 ca vi quan ta
stt dung gwom gido kha gidi va can ddm. Ching khong
hiéu tai sao Nguyén Tri Phuong ding trén néc don, c6

A 66N

1ong che lam 16 muc tiéu: thai do “cd rri”, ngudi lam
tuéng thoi xua, trong gid quyét dinh phai hién dién dé
khich 1& quan si. Bon Phap ciing ngac nhién va than
phuc quan si ta, khi bi thwong, khi rit lui binh tinh. Liic
danh Dai don, D6 doc Pa-gio (Page) chi huy 6 chién
thuyén lén va mot chién thuyén nhé dé phong téa doc
theo song Sai Gon dén tan Thi Dau Mot, rdi rac & Binh
Loi, Bén Cat, An Loc. Linh trén chién thuyén c6 nhiéu
nguoi chét, bi thuong.

Hau ctt Thuan Kiéu ciia ta bi chiém; gidic dong thém
don & Tay Théi (duong lang s6 6, 4p don); don nay
ngay 17-12-1862 chumg 600 nghia quan va nghia dan
Ho6c Moén - Ba Diém bit thang tréo vao, giét tén quan
ba Thu-rit (Thouroude), mét linh Phap va gay thuong
tich mot s6 dong. ) Ngay 7-6-1866, tén quan ba Lac-clo
(Larclause) chli tinh Tay Ninh bi nhir khéi don chimng
hon mot cy s6, chét tai tran do canh quan phoi hop ctia
Truong Quyén va nghia quan Cam-pu-chia clia Pu-cim-
po. Tén quan ndm Mac-xe (Marchaisise) tir Sai Gon
dén ctu vién lai bi giét. Muoi bay ngay sau ta danh mot
luot hai ctt diém Trang Bang va Thuan Kiéu. Thuan

1 “Thué truéc chd Tay Théi don, 12 noi Tan Théi Nhi thon™ dia phan.
C6 ma 6ng quan trao tan. Ngudi xua tir tran vi than tan trung. Nay
con thach mo ghi cong. Nguyén Lién Phong. Nam Ky phong tuc... da
dan, trang 26.
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Kiéu & cach Sai Gon hon 10 cay s6; khoang 4 gior sang
nghia quan tran vao giét 1 tén doi Phép, 1 linh Phap va
lam bi thwong 7 tén. Gidc hoang s, bdn sting 16n roi
bdo dong: nghia quan dang dén sat “nguong cia ciia
Sai Gon”. Hom sau, tén giam doc Noi an Nam Ky ra
thong céo dé tran an, rdi 7 gior t6i bon Phdp dan su &
Sai Gon nhan chi thi mat cho biét “loan qudn” c6 thé
xudt hién trong thanh phd, nghe ti€ng sing thi phai tap
trung ba bon nguodi vao mot nha, dung chudéng ngai vat
chan ctra, binh tinh d6i phé vi ngoai duong c6 linh cudi
ngwa tuan phong roi.

Hom sau, tén téng Ca (sau 1én Phi) bit vai nguoi &
Hoc Mon - Ba Diém dé 1ap cong véi gidc.”

T cudi thé ky XVII, dong bao ta da dén “nguong
ctta Sai Gon”, chon thit sdn pham can thiét trong sinh
hoat hang ngay 1a trAu cau. Miéng triu dau cau chuyén
clia gia tré, trai gdi, khong phan biét giau ngheéo. Trau
dugc chidm séc timg noc, timg 14, thAm canh dén mic tdi

1 Lang Thuan Kiéu da xuét hién trong Gia Dinh Thanh Thong Chi, tix
doi Gia Long. Phip xay don Thuan Kiéu, c6 lic ding d& giam bon
linh pham phép, mot kiéu quan lao. Truéc nam 1873, linh tap nguoi
Viét trii dong. Réi hai dai d6i 1inh Phap va Lé duong dén thay thé. Dé
phong c4n mat hon & Sai Gon, c6 duong Thuan Kiéu, lic Phap méi
thiét k&, @& di Thuan Kiéu, bit dau tir quang truong Nga sau (tuong
Phit Pdng Thién Vuong) 1én phia nga tw By Hién. Nay duong Céch
mang thang Tam.



da, tudi nuwéc quanh nam. O dat cao, xa song rach, mdi
nha hodc doi ba nha c6 mot miéng giéng, kiéu lam thiy
lgi nho, c6 noi dao sau hang chuc mét méi gdp mach
nudc vao mua han. Pdng bao séng can mén, himg dong
ri nhau géanh triu cau va rau cdi di ban tan Bén Nghé,
Cho L6n, vé sau thi dung xe ngua. Doc dudng ngay xuwa
lai thuomg truc d6i pho véi cop, phai di timg dam dong,
thdp dudc den chai. Trén dién tich nhd ma tap trung dén
8 thon, ta biét chic mat do dan so thoi xuwa da kha cao.
Cop Vuon Trau néi tiéng hung dit. Dén cudi thé ky XIX,
thuc dan qua hon 10 nam, dan cu thém dong dc, dy thé
ma s6 ngudi chét vi cop van con dang ké.

Vung cau An Ha, 3 thang c6 12 nguoi.

Vung Héc Mon, trong mot vai tuan 4 nguoi.

Vung Thi Dau Mot, trong vai thang 8 ngudi.

Vi con dau vét mé tin ¢6 xua, ddong bao ta it chiu t&
chiic san cop; khi nao gdp nhimg con ¢6 ng mau thi huy
dong ca xém di vi khai, hogic bdy ham. Nha nu6c khuyén
khich giét cop nhung huong chic hdi té chi 1am 14y 1é.

Nim 1731, ving Vuon Trau timg 1a chién truong
quyét dinh, chan cudc khdi loan ctia Sa-tét, tir Cam-pu-
chia nhdm vao Sai Gon.

Nim 1777, khi Nguyén Hué tién quan vao Gia Dinh
lan tht nhut, khu vec Tham Luong - Hoc Mon 1a noi
quan chia Nguyén va Ly Tai chiu thdm hai trudc khi
thdo chay vé phia rach Chanh, Tan An.

Luc x4y ddp Pai don Phii Tho, ddong bao Hoc Mon
- Ba Diém don cay sao, cay go trong khu rimg ma Triéu

o
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dinh cho bao quan va tao 1ap tir xua. Rdi chuyén chd,
khiéng vdc dén cin ct, cong viéc khong dé dang. Khi
tinh hinh tam ldng diu, tén Tran T Ca ra stic ki€ém soat
dan cw. Hoi cyu trao, hidn 1am xa trudng & Hanh Thong
(Go Vap) nén biét kha ranh ré tong tich nhiing ngudi
yéu nudc.

Mudi ndm sau khi xay ra nhitng vu khudy roi
& Thuan Kiéu, vién thanh tra hanh chanh Phi-lat
(Philastre, Hodc-dao-sinh) dén huyén Binh Long (Hoc
Mo6n), nim 1876. Hin bédo cdo: Puong si qua x4u,
nén sira chita va 1am thém mot s6 duong lang dé quan
doi di chuyén nhanh chéng khi hitu sy. Nén tu b6 don
Ho6c Mon va don Tay Théi. Don Tay Théi “6 ddu con
duong di xuyén qua ving ddt sinh ldy va thdp téi cau
Béng réi toi Tan Phi”. Pon Tay Théi & ranh phia
Bic khu rimg cdy sao, ciy go ctia Triéu dinh, vé sau
chit don dem xay liy Chi Hoa. DAt hoang con nhiéu
nhung thap, diy tranh va dung, c6 thé trong cd dé
nudi bo. Pat cao thi cin cdi, thi€u phan, mbéi goc cay
thudc chi bén mot mudng nhd. Pa ¢ trong cay tra,
cay ming cut. Truong thi€u hoc tro, phai bit ép tré
con di hoc, tam ly cha me muon thidy con em minh
khi vao truomg la duoc hoc ngay vé luan ly (Khéng -
Manh) va hoc chit nho. Nhiéu nguoi Phép xin trung
khén v6i dién tich to, theo Phi-lat bon dy cay quyén
giut dat cua dan.®

1 Tuliéu SL.4364 ctia Vin thu luu tri Sai Gon, bao cao ctia Philastre

sau cudc thanh tra ving Gia Dinh - Bién Hoa.



Pht Ca bit b nhitng nguoi bi tinh nghi hodc ¢6
tién an chinh tri. Hin thudc vao loai phong kién, dung
nhitng thi tuc ma bay gi¢or gidc Phap duy tri: vira uéng
tra vira hoi khiu cung, tra tin tdi nhan timg chap, thy
thich, tru6c mit dong ddo nguoi; Iic hin diéu tra cho
danh dap thi than nhan c6 thé van nai, xin diéu dinh cho
hoi 16. Dé ting gid hdi 10, hin lai ra linh danh thém.
Vo hén khai thac thuong mai, nim doc quyén xe ngua
trong ving, hin sip xép duong s & Cho CAu nhiam thau
thu€ va kiém soat dan chiing. Mot nho si mét tiét thao
mo ta Pha Ca “Thuong khi bi bit khdn nhiéu diéu ti ci,
mdit do 1ot song khai”, “trdn nhdm tqi xit Héc Mon, tuc
danh la nguoi muweoi tam thon Vieon Trdu, dang thud 4y,
bon phia xit Héc Moén nhdn dan phong tuc nhiéu nguoi
ngoan nganh, phan thi lién véi Trdang Bang, ddt go rong
minh mong vo han, quan gidc gida trom cudp hay quan
tu vao ra”.V

Da s6 nguoi quan tu vao ra Héc Mon - Ba Diém 1a
yéu nudc, ho gom lai hop 1y va hop phap, bdy gi¢ dang
c6 phong trao nudi ngua, dao tao nai cudi ngua dé cung
céap cho truong dua Sai Gon. Lai con nghé nudi ga, ca
ngay tu tap lai truong ga, kiéu co bac hop phap. Ga
Ba Diém ndi danh gidi chiu don, bén nhay, goc ga dia
phuong lai v6i giong ga Ma Lai.

Phong trao do Quan Hén cAm dau duoc t6 chiie chit
ché, mai phuc tir 1au d€ bung né vao dém 8 rang ngay

1 Nguyén Lién Phong, Piéu c6 ha kim thi tdp, Sai Gon, 1915.
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9 thang 2 nim 1885. Dot tan cong dau tién nhim dénh
chiém, d6t dinh quan Hoc Mon, giét vo chong Phi Ca.
Céc canh quan ttt My Hanh (Btc Hoa), tit Ci Chi, Cho
Cau kéo dén, dong bao khip muoi tdm thon lam chd
tinh hinh nhung phong trao khong lan rong duoc, bi dan
ap thing tay. Trudc d6 vao cudi thang Giéng nam 1885
gidc da phat hién kip thoi cudc muu toan danh chi€ém
Sai Gon, cAm dau 1a Nguyén Vin Buong ty Nim Séc,
tw nguyén sodi Tong cw ngu tai Cau Kiéu. Nguyén Vin
Buong chuin bi xong nguoi va khi gi¢i dé dot nhap vao
cho Téan Pinh va Phi Nhuén hong chi€m va pha hiy vai
cong s&. Thuc dan hoéng s¢ vi thay nhiéu phong trao
dang khdi 1én gan nhu ¢6 mot hé thong. Trude vu Hoc
Mbo6n vai hom da x4y ra vu bt giét tén Tran B4 Tuong
(em Téng doc Loc) dang 1am chd quan Long Thanh (Bién
Hoa) va nhiing ngay k€ tiép gidc phai lo au.

Piing mot tuan sau vu Héc Mon - Ba Diém, nguyén
sodi Hién va ph6 nguyén sodi Tran Cong Chanh lai khoi
binh vao mung 2 Tét, gom chimg 200 ngudi, ddnh chiém
cong s& lang Long Hyu roi tuan hanh dén cong Bo Ban
(ranh Go Cong - My Tho). Gidc cho linh ma ta t¢i, cAm
dau 1a tén doi ngudi Phap. Tén doi nay bi giét tai tran,
bon ma ta rit lui, Gidc ¢d tim manh md&i, bit Huynh
Vin Hiém 61 tudi, 6ng nay khai timg gip Nguyén Vin
Buong ty Nidm Soéc & Cau Kiéu (Phi Nhuan), nho vay
ong biét nhiéu noi sé néi day sau vu Héc Mon va vu
danh pha Tan Dinh, Phi Nhuan. Pdng thoi, gidc phat
giac sy lién lac gitra nhitng nguoi & cong BO Béan véi



nhom yéu nudc & Bay Nui theo dwong day cia mon phai
Dao Lanh (dao Phat thay).

Trong sudt thang hai ndm 1885, tir rdm thang Chap
toi rdm thang Giéng, thuc dan dé phong khong cho
phong trao lan rong. Trong toan tinh My Tho, nhiing
nguoi trude kia ¢6 cam tinh véi cude khdi nghia Thu
khoa Huan déu bi bit, luon ca nhitng nguoi timg bi day
Con Dao, Pai Hai man an trd vé 1am dn. Chi tinh My
Tho dung tén Tran B4 Loc tha hd diéu tra, 1ap hd so,
truy t6 75 nguoi. Ghe budn tir Quang Nam, Quéng Ngai,
tir Cam-pu-chia dén ciing bi cAm giit, luc soat.V

Toa dai hinh Binh Hoa (Gia Dinh) hop x& vu giét
Tran B4 Tuong & Long Thanh véi mot ban an ti hinh,
ba ban 4n khé sai chung than, bon ban 4n 20 nim khd
sai, mot ban an 10 nim khd sai.

Vu danh chi€ém Phu Nhuan va Tan Dinh vi bat thanh
nén chua dd bing c& dua ra toa, thyc dan dang bién phap
hanh chanh ky quyét dinh ngay 21-2-1885 day ra Con
D30, chin nguoi tir 5 nim dén 10 nim khé sai. Nguyén
Vin Buong ty Nam Soc bi 4n day khd sai chung than,
chét ngay 20-1-1886 tai Con Dao; Nguyén Vin Ban ty
xa Ban, Huynh Vin Nhuong tw hwong Nhuong déu lanh
4n day 20 ndm khd sai, ciing trong vu nay.

1 Tham kh&o hop hd soky s6 F.10 (1884-1885), Viin thu luu trit Sai Gon.
Cht tinh My Tho trong thang 2 nim 1885 da giam gitr 126 nguoi, cac
ddn nhd trong tinh ciing giam 54 nguoi tinh nghi. Tén nay trinh bay
v6i Gidm doc Noi An “phdi bdt that nhiéu, tiép tuc bdt bo; 6 xik nay,
muoén biéu duong uy quyén ciia nha nudc thi phdi doc tai, déc dodn”.
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Toa dai hinh Binh Hoa hop lién ti€p mudi bén ngay
(31-8 dén 13-9-1885) xtr vu Hoc Mon véi mudi bon
ban an t& hinh, mudi sdu ban 4n 15 nim khd sai, thém
nim sdu ban 4an luu day c6 diéu kién 4n giam. Tat ca
can pham déu bi tich thu tai san.

DPdng bao Héc Mon - Ba Piém theo doi phién toa. Bon
mat thdm bdo cdo: ban an gdy phan uat, dan dia phuong
cho ring s6 nguoi bi tir hinh va lanh 4n khd sai qua nhiéu,
c6 muoi ba nguoi duge tha bong nhung tai sao ho con bi
giam? Tai nha huvong quan Hai & Tan Théi Nhi, nguoi
nguoi tu hop dé muu toan khdi nghia (bdo céo ngay 16-9-
1885). Ba ngay sau bon méat tham bao cdo ti€p: dan Hoc
Mbn so bi bit thém, mot s trén bd xit, mot s6 tung duw
luan sé& ndi day vao ngay 18 thang 8 am lich, trong tuan
1€ t6i, co to hich ném vao chg Hoc Mon ghi 1o thoi diém
dy. Lai c6 tin loan truyén ding rdm théng 8, vao ban dém,
nghia quan tan cong thing vao Sai Gon. Mic dau khong
s¢ cho 1dm nhung bon thuong gia Phap & Pat Ho ciing
thic cho doi pho, ngl v6i cay sting & dau giuong.

Téng thong Phéap ky quyét dinh ngay 11-15-1886
dé xt ti hai nguoi, nhimg ban 4an t& hinh khéac ddi ra

1 Hat Sai Gon thanh 1ap tir lic diu gdm ludn phan 16n Gia Pinh. Tirnim
1875, noi lam viéc clia quan bs doi vé lang Binh Hoa (viing Ba Chiéu)
nén goi hat Binh Hoa, v6i toa bd Binh Hoa. Vi ngudi Phép noi lo 1&
Binh Hoa gi6ng Bién Hoa, Ba Chiéu viét ra giong Bac Liéu nén dé
khdi 1am 1an, tir 16-12 ndm 1885 chanh thic ddi 1a hat Gia Dinh. Toa
an Binh Hoa la nganh tu phap mang tinh nhan quyén nén van goi nhu
cii... Tt 20-12-1889, theo quy dinh chung, bd hat (arrondissement),
20i tinh (province) cho toan c6i Nam Ky.



khd sai chung than. Bao nhiéu ban 4n con lai thi y
nhu cii. Hai chi€n si Pham Vin Hon va Nguyén Vin
Hoéa lanh an vao 7 gio sang ngay 30-3-1886 tai cho
Hoéc Mon.

Theo ban an cia Toa dai hinh Binh Hoa, nguoi bi
4n phai bdi thuong tai san vo chdng pht Ca cho céc
con ctia hdn. Mdy ngudi con nay da ding ra kéu nai,
c6 luat su binh vuc, xin duoc bdi thuong dén hon 18
ngan dong (bdy gio mot luong vang tri gid 40 dong).
Lai con bdi thuong vé nha ctra, phd cho bi chay. Bon
cam quyen bai r6i vi s0 tién Ay kha to. Theo luat 1é thoi
phong kién ma bon Phap c6 duy tri theo quy ché thd
trudc (indigénat), Thong doc Nam Ky c6 quyén phat
bing tién nhitng lang nao x4y ra khdi nghia; tién phat
do dan lang d6ng thém, theo ty 1& s6 thué dién ma mdi
ngudi ding ho phai dong hang nim, cu thé 1a gidi dién
chd ganh chiu. Sau rét tién boi thuong du tri 36.000
dong dugc gidm xudng con 12.000 dong chin, trong
s0 nay con cai phiit Ca duoc hudng toi 7.829 dong. Bon
Phap cdm gian nhut 1a nhiig lang Tan Théi Tam, Tan
Thai Nhi, va Tan Théi Dong, noi da s6 ddong bao déu
tham gia khoi nghia. Ching dé nghi gidi tan Tan Thoi
Tam, nhap qua Théi Tam Dong.

Muoi tam lang bi phat tién, con s& 18 nay ¢6 trung
hop v&i con s6 mudi tam thon thoi xwa; riéng lang My
Hanh thudc vé tinh Cho Lém. D6 1a Binh Hung, Vinh
Loc, Tan Théi Thuong, Tan BDong Thuong, Trung
Chanh, Tan Thong Tan, Tan Thong Thon, Tan Thoi
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Tam, Tan Théi Nhi, Tan Théi T, Tan Théi Tan, Tan
bong, Théi Thanh, Tan Dong Trung, Xuan Hoa, Binh
Hung Dong, Binh Nhan, My Hanh. Theo quyét dinh
sO 1.348 ngay 13-8-1886, muoi tam lang 4y dong tra
lam hai dot, mdi dot sdu ngan dong, dén cudi nim
1886 tra duit.

Mot s6 ddng bao & Héc Mon - Ba Piém bd nha
clra, ruong dat ma trén qua vung khéac. Phi Ca chét,
phti Ngon roi phtt Dic dén thay thé, dem theo tai san
vang chil ban theo gia ré mat, 16p b tii, 16p giao cho
nha nudc, 14y 1&.V

Bon cuong hao ac ba, bon mat tham cia tinh Gia
Pinh t6i lui theo doi bit bé sudt nhiéu nim. Nam 1889,
s6 nguoi bi bit khong bing cé cu thé 1én dé€n mic ma
bon thuc dan ching biét 1am sao tha toi, 1am sao két 4n.
Mbi khi khong dli bing cé dua ra toa thi bién 1y cudc lai
dua hd so cho tham bién chi tinh xi (bdy gid chi tinh
duoc dung bién phap hanh chanh dé day nhiig nguoi
tinh nghi ra Con Dao).

Trong nhiéu truong hop, tén chi tinh Gia Dinh tic
gian, khong chiu gidi quyét, vién co hé bon mat tham
bit giam thi co quan tw phdp chiu trach nhiém. Qua

1 Cong vin cha phi Lé Tan Dic gdi chi tinh Gia Dinh ngay 8-9-1892
cho biét tr may ndm truéc da ban mot so tai san vang chl gdi tién
cho Nha cong san gin giit, dai khai: ba héc-ta dat gia ba muoi bon
ddng, mot nha 14 chin ddng, ban ghé& trong nha muodi sdu ddng, bon
con trau va hai con bo gia bdy muoi 1im ddng, mot con heo va mot
bo vén gid sau ddng, v.v...



ho so, tén chii tinh thdy nhiéu nguoi bi oan tc, vo ly.
Hi#n n6i khong biét nguoi bi tinh nghi 12 ai, tdnh tinh
nhu thé nao. Hin khong c6 phan sy phai chiing minh
nhitng nguoi d6 vo toi dé hin ky gidy tha bong. Thi
du nhu truong hop cha Nguyén Vin Chit & Hoc Mon,
bi bét tir thang 4 nam 1891, giam gitr hon tdm théng
chi vi chita chdp mot to bing cip, cudn tron lai, mot
moi dn vai chd. Bon mat tham tich thu va bat chd nha.
Nguyén Vin Chir khing khai xdc nhan d6 1a bing cap
clia cha rudt minh 1a Nguyén Vin Phién, trudc da tham
gia phong trao yéu nudc, cha mat thi con giir trén ban
tho dé 1am ky niém. Vién kinh lich chuyén vé chit nho
clia tda 4n Sai Gon dich bing cip 4y, chi thich giita
dau ngoic, hoic suy luan vé nhiing chit bi mot méi gim
nham. Ban dich nguyén vin nhu sau:

“Quan tong binh ho Pé, dao Binh Long

Lam bcng cdp cho Nguyén Vin Phién. Nay cik theo
loi chdnh doi la Nguyén Vin... (c6 khi tén 1a Nhiém)
(thuodc V&) co thit ba, td chi Binh Nghia bdm ring: Trong
doi no, co dy co tén Nguyén Viin Phién siéng ndng viéc
quan. Boi dy nén cdp bang cho Nguyén Viin Phién lam...
(c6 khi 1a doi trudng). Cai tik trong co dy, sai khién qudn
binh trong doi va lai phdi nghe theo loi chdnh doi sai
biéu viéc binh.

Néu nhw gdp viéc (gip gidc) ma thoi sit (nghia la
dung ding, khong c6 long manh mé xdc dén ma danh
gidc) thi con phép ludt binh (ma tri toi).

Nay bdng cdp
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(Nhing 10i) bdng cdp (n6i) trucée nay (phi cho)
Nguyén Vin Phién Cai tit, dji thit muoi, co thit ba thudc
dao Td chi, ct ddy (ma lam).

Ngay 16 thdang 11 nam Ty Dic thit muoi... (khong
biét ¢6 phai 1a nam thé muoi chin hay khong, vi rach
mot chit coi khong ro).

(C6 déng dau Binh Long dao, Téng binh quan phong,
nghia 1a phong quan Téng binh thuoc dao Binh Long).

Dich y nhw cii: Ly Nguon Truong ky”



CHO BEN THANH CU

BAN TU DPAI TRONG THOT GIAN KHA DAI
timg 1a ban 1oén cla vin nhan tai tk mién Nam. Dan
1én d€ “di duong tinh tinh”, giai tda céi tim sy hoai
c6 clia nguoi dan mat nude. Nhuw vay méi “phong luu
nho nha”. Chua n6i dén ban Nam Ai, Phung Hoang,
Tt Dai Canh, Nam Xuan, Luu Thily... ma tai ti thuong
trinh dién, hodc bon, sdu hodc muoi, mdi ngudi st
dung mot nhac cu nhu doc huyén, kim, tranh, co, ty
ba, nguoi ca thuong 1a nit. Nam méic khdn dong, do
dai den; nir 4o dai luc soan, téc boi bd banh 14i theo
thoi trang. Ban tai t&r ngdi bo van rieng. Ctt toa & bd
treong ky gan do6, uéng tra, ngudi tO mo thi ding
ngoai hién. Mudn moi ban tai t& phai du tién, khong
nhiéu thi it, phai c6 nha rong rai, dén thip sdng. Va
tu hop dong ddo ma quan lang khong 1am kho dé Ia
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dic quyén gioi dién chi 1én nhd, cai tdng, hwong chitc
hoi té, hodc cong chiic vé huu, vao nhitng nim mé dau
th€ ky XX, & céc tinh tro phd My Tho, Vinh Long va
phu can, goi l1a Miét Vuon.

Do 1a thoi dai vang son cida ting 16p dia chi mai.
Nho sw dung ting va khuyén khich ctia thuc dan theo k&
hoach ctia Toan quyén Pu-me (Doumer), timg 16p nay
tré nén manh mé, chi€m hiru nhiéu céanh déng co bay
thing canh, chiéu mo t4 dién, thi€u vén thi tim nhém
cho vay An kidu (Chetty, nd6m na la xa-tri), nhoém mai
ban Cho Lén hodc & céc tinh, hodc Ngan hang dia 6¢
ctua Phap.

Lia gao xuat cang gia ting, thuc dan thiy cé loi
khi xuét tién ra dao thém kinh xang & mién Tay Nam
B9, tu slra, nao vét kinh rach & Tién Giang. Hoidc bt
dan x4u, cong voi tién bac clia dién chli cho dao thém
mot sO kinh tiéu tudi c& nho. Dién tich canh tic ting
nhay vot tir con s6 932.000 héc-ta rudng nam 1890 1én
dén 1.524.000 vao ndm 1910. Dién cht thuong gitr
chtiic cai pho6 téng, hoi dong dia hat, lai con con ch4u,
ba con gin xa lam thong phan, tri phi nhd vay ma ho
am hiéu luat 1é khan dat, cach thic gianh giut dit 1an
ranh. Doi s6ng hang ngay cta ho that nhan nha: da ga,
co bac, doc truyén Tau, hit thudc phién, di Sai Gon
hoic tinh, quan gan xa d€ &n uéng. Viéc quan ly ruong
dat thi ho giao cho cip ring (cai dién), bon nay tha hd
tdc quai tac phuc, cho vay nédng 1o, thau dia to, lam
dung quyén han.



Gioi dia chi hing stic, con kha ning khai khan thém
dat (muon von ctia mai ban, clia bon cho vay). Nghé lam
dién chti thau loi to nhung truéc mit ho c6 hai chuéng
ngai 16m: thyc dan Phap va mai ban.

Nho von liéng to dem tir Heong Cang, Singapore
lai thém kinh nghiém lam dn nén mai ban va tw san
thuong nghiép Hoa kiéu tir 1au boc 16t gi6éi dién chi.
Thi truong tw do nhung trong thuc t€ gid lia 1én xudng
déu do bon mai ban va tay sai qui dinh. Khong ban cho
chiing thi ban cho ai? Va ching ai chiu mua véi gi cao
hon. Mudn chd lia di ban thuong la nho ghe ctia Hoa
kiéu, mudn mua dd tap héa dem vé ban cho ta dién, lai
nho giGi ban si Hoa kiéu. D tap hoa, phuong tién giao
thong van ti, mdy moéc va thiét bi nha may xay lia nim
trong tay gidi mai ban.

Giodi dai dién chii va cong chitc Nam Ky mudén mé
mang thuong mai va ky nghé, dep nhimg doc quyén ma
bon ndi trén thao ting nhd nip oai thue dan. Nhung mét
khdc, gi¢i dién chi cing nho vao thye dan dé boc 16t dia
t0: thoi ay, dia to cao thap tuy theo sw quy dinh cla timg
viing, clia dién chi, luat phap ching can du vao. Lai con
nan cho vay ning 16i. Vay lda tinh 16i trdm phan trdm;
mot gia von t¢i mua trd hai gia. T4 dién bi mit mua, tra
khong néi, tién 16i ddp vao von, ndm sau phai tra bon gia;
néu lai mit maa hodc vi ly do con dau vo 6m trd khong
ndi thi ndm thit ba trd tdm gia. Tinh theo 16i #n 1oi cét
hong dy, mot gia lia vay trong muoi 1im ndm lién tiép
ma khong tra thi dé ra s6 no 1.024 gia, trén ly thuyét.
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Dién chii boc 16t theo 16i phong kién, di nhién thich
ch& d6 quan chi. Nhung mudn dugc ty do m& mang
thuong mai, 1ap xi nghiép thi phai doi céi cach ché€ do
dén chimg muc nao d6. Vi viy ma mang tu tudng doi 1ap
hién. Cu Phan Boi Chau nhan xét rat sau sic khi lap Viét
Nam thuong doan cong hoi (1906) & Huong Cang nhdm
muc dich gitip d& trong sinh hoat hiing ngay, khong dit
van dé gidc ngo chinh tri, “khi hoi da thanh ldp, cit mot
nguoi lam hoi truong la Phan Vin Tam, Tam la nguoi
Nam Ky, thong chiti Anh, Phdp, biét dwoc tinh hinh thé
gidi khd nhiéu nhung 1y tuéng quan chii ndng ldm boi vi
ddc tinh nguoi Nam Ky liic bdy gio ciing van nhwe thé”. "

Phan B6i Chau vao Nam rat sém, cudi nim 1903,
& Sai Gon vai ngay rdi di Sa Péc, Can Tho, dén vang
bién gi¢i & Bay Nii (An Giang) d€ tim nhimg chién si
trung kién ctia phong trao Trwong Dinh, Nguyén Trung
Truc, Thi khoa Huan con soét lai.

Viéc duy tan & Nhat, & Trung Qudc kich thich tinh
than gi6i dién chd, cong chic thuong gia Viét Nam. Ho
thay néu biét hop doan td chitc cong ty thuong mai, hin
von 1ap xi nghiép thi thau loi gap boi c6 thé danh tan
thé€ lyc bon mai ban va ludn cé thuc dan Phép.

Thang 9 nam 1904, trén tuan bao Nong C6 Min Pam
(udng tra, ban chuyén canh nong va thuong c6 tic 1a
mua bén). Luvong Khic Ninh néu séng kién thanh lap
mot hang budn ban gdm phan nta von clia thuong gia

1 Tuytruyén cua Phan Boi Chau. Phan Boi Chdu nién biéu, Nhém nghién
ctiu S Dia, Sai Gon xuét ban, 1973, trang 179.



Phép, phan ntra clia nguoi Viét dé cung ciAp hang tap
héa cho cac tinh theo gi4 si, ddng thoi thiét 1ap nhiing
trung tAm mua lda tai cac chot giao thong, duong thay
& mé song Tién, 1ap thanh vuya tai Vam Tra On, Cu lao
Nam Thon chg ct My Tho. Dung y 1a khong cho lia lot
vao Cho Loén, vao tay mai ban Hoa kiéu. Nhung phai
doi d&€n ndm 1906, phong trao Duy Tan & Nam Ky méi
phat trién manh, bi mat 1an cong khai véi co quan ngon
luan chinh thic 1a Luc Tinh Tdn Vin va Nong Co Min
Pam (trong giai doan Tran Chanh Chi€u chd bién).""
Tran Chéanh Chiéu thudc vao hang dién chd 16n & Rach
Gia (Kién Giang) sanh nam 1876, hoc truong Da-tran
(college d’Adran) & Sai Gon, giao thiép rong, lam gido
vién, 1am thong ngon rdi len 16i nhap Phép tich. Nho
gap Phan Boi Chau & Sa Péc, Tran Chanh Chiéu cang
héng hai, hoat dong cong khai, dwa phong trao 1én cao.
Goi cudc Minh Tan, gidi thich ring dang 1& goi Duy
Tan nhu & Béc, & Trung nhung mudn tranh nién hiéu
vua Duy Tan (ky hdy). Sau hai ndm, thyc dan nghi ngo
vi bon cai tri (dic biét tén chu tinh U-tray) va bon Viét
gian (nguy hiém nhat 1a Tran B4 Tho, con Téng doc
Loc) ctt to cdo. Tran Chanh Chiéu viét bai khiéu khich

1 Theo Luong Khic Ninh, nhimg to bdo Viét xuét hién tir khi Phap
dén Sai Gon: Nam Ky (sdng mot ndm), Phan Yén bdo (Phién An, tén
thanh c, n6i 14i, song hai thang), Nong C6 Min Pam (hon sdu nam,
dang ra), Nhut Bdo tinh (gan ba nim dang ra) va Luc Tinh Tdn Viin
méi ra. Bai clia Luwong Khic Ninh viét trén Luc Tinh Tdan Vin ngay
2-4-1908. Khong thay dé cap dén Gia Dinh Bdo, c6 18 téc gia cho d6
1a cong bao ching?
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va da kich ludn Téng doc Loc. Mit khac dé cao Nguyén
Trung Tryc, nghia quan va doi quan da khéi nghia. Cudi
nam 1908, vai co s& & Sai Gon, My Tho bi gidc luc
soat, Tran Chanh Chiéu vao kham véi nhiéu than hao,
nhan si. Nho Phép tich, 6ng bi giam git chimg 4 thang,
sau d6, phai ban tai sdn cd nhan dé tra lai phan hiin clia
cong quy. Roi lo mua ban, thit vong, c6 giit tiét thdo.

V& mit cong khai, 6ng khudy dong phong trao chong
Phap, yém tro tich cuc cdc chién si yéu nuéc qua Nhat,
Huong Cang, dong thoi van dong gidi dién cha dua con
em di hoc bén Nhat. Con sd thanh nién du hoc 1én kha
cao, so voi Bic, Trung. Tham y clia 6ng 1a 1ap ché do
quan chi 1ap hién, suy ton Cuong DE lam vua, gi¢i dai
dién chii ciing mo wéc nhu thé, chd mong su can thiép
tryc tiép clia quan doi Nhat, thi€u hin tinh than ty lyc.

Sai Gon va dong bing song Ctru Long trd nén ron
rip khi b4o chi clia phong trao néu 1én viéc danh dd bon
mai ban, bon cho vay ning 10i v6i khau hiéu “ddnh
Chéc, dudi Cha”, “Trd Quan Coéng vé nudc, trd Phdt
vé An Po” nén duoc hiéu theo thuc chit ciia né: danh
dudi mot s6 mai ban va bon cho vay dau s, di doi voi
viéc danh d6 thuc dan Phap. Day khong phai 1a tinh
than vi ching ma quén, vi cac nho si phong trao ludn
luon ca ngoi sy duy tan ctia Trung Qudc. Chi 1a mot
kiéu n6i cong khai.

Dia diém hoat dong chinh yéu la Sai Gon va My
Tho. Chon lya that ding. My Tho thanh phd 16m nhat
ctia dong bing, v6i duong xe 1tra ndi lién 1én Sai Gon, ¢



truong trung hoc sém nhat. Lai con thuan loi vé duong
thiy 1én Sa Déc, Phnom Pénh. Dat tot, ddong bao lam
an tr 1au ndm da tao nép séng dinh hinh, ngoai lda gao
c4 tdm con vuon cam, quit, vuon dura.

Trén Sai Gon, duoi My Tho,

Dau phong cdnh ciing nhuong cho,

Lon rong chung rach, chia doéi ngd,

Cii moi phdn nhau ciing mot do,

Pho cdt vé voi xanh to luc,

Buém dong lén xuéng trang nhi co... (Hoc Lac)

Xanh to luc 1a cay to che mat duong phdé My Tho.
Budm tring nhu co 1a ghe ché lia 1én Cho Lon.

Biy gio, dong bao van dung tén truyén thong “Bén
Thanh” d& goi ngdi chg ma thyc dan cho dung & kinh
Lap (nay duong Nguyén Hué) mic dau n6 khong & bén
song Sai Gon nhu trudce. Bén song danh cho khu thuong
cang ctia thyc dan. Cho nhoém trong nha 16ng kha to (vi
tri Téng nha ngan kh&, nay 1a truong Ngan hang III),
ban dau lop 14, bi chdy nam 1870 rdi cét lai voi suon
sit. Tru6c mit nha 16ng c6 con kinh, ngdy xua chdy
thing dén trudc clra dinh doc ly (xa Tay), tic tru s&
Uy ban nhan dan thanh phd ngay nay; mot nhanh chay
queo qua Nha hat 16n, bang ngang S& thu dén rach Thi
Nghe. Kinh kh4 to, hai bén bd danh cho hai con duong
rong. Nam 1884, 1ap tir phia duong Lé Loi dén duong
Mac Thi Budi ngay nay, phan con lai thi bo cdn d4, timg
khoang x4y bac thang cho ghe thuyén dua hang héa 1én
xudng. O khodng duong Ngo Duc K& va & vam kinh ¢6
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hai cay cau ndi lién hai bo. Pén nim 1887-1888, 1ip
han. Puong Vo6 Di Nguy, duong Ton That Thiép ngay
xwa dong dao, tiém qudn ron rip. Nha ga xe Itra & dau
duong Ham Nghi, phia mé song, duong nay ciing la
kinh 1ap lai.®V

Co s& quan trong ctia phong trao dat & Nam Trung
khach san (goc Ham Nghi - Vo Di Nguy, nay la may
tiem bén thit quay), gan ga xe ltta My Tho, vang ndo
nhiét nhat. Hai cin pho lau, tang trét dung 1am toa soan
bao Luc Tinh Tan Vin, phan con lai va tang lau lam
noi dn udng va 20 phong ngti. May tay dién chd, cai
tong, hwong chic tir mién qué 1én Sai Gon ghé choi,
duoc co hoi tap tanh theo nép tur san: bit tay nhau chao
héi, udng rugu Tay, ban chuyén qudc su, biét gid cé thi
treomg. Ho khong con c¢6 ddc nhu khi ghé quan Tau,
quéan Tay. “Lai vang tix ddy c6 chéd nuwong (...) Trong
tiem lao xao nguoi sdu tinh. Ngodi hién chon ron khdch
doi phuong. An uéng don bay theo Nam Viét. Ghé ban
sdp ddt cdch Tay duong”.® Tai khach san, sén nguoi
chi dan gi lda gao, dira kho, bép, lai c6 m& 16p day
ké& toan. Nam Trung khéch san 1a thi diém vé 16i kinh
doanh 1én véi c6 phan; ding ky bay ra hoi nghi véi
thu ky, quan ly, mdi ngudi chiu trach nhiém bdo céo
tinh hinh. Phan vin nghé dwoc chd y: “méi bita tie 5

1 Tranh vé thoi Phap méi dén mo ta kinh nay véi clu bic ngang. Con
kinh nhé bén canh, 1ap vao khoang 1870 trd thanh duong Ham Nghi.

2 Nhimg doan trong d&u ngodc kép 1a trich nguyén vin Luc Tinh Téan
Van.



gio chiéu dén 11 gio déu cé nhac tai tik ca xang. Trong
ddam nhac dy cé nhiéu cé dan hay ldm. Chuw quan tie
dén do ma xem cho tiéu khién... Lai c6 hdt thudt xen
ké moi khi tai tik tam nghi”.

Hai co s& khac ciia phong trao 1ap ra & My Tho: mot
khach san, mdt cong ty xa bong. Cong ty xa bong hoat
dong theo hinh thic “cong ty hun ngdn bon vo han” véi
ban diéu 1& 1ap ra truéc vien chudng khé, theo luat 1&
duong thoi. Sang 1ap vién gdm dién chi 16n, ngudi My
Tho, GO Coéng, Tra Vinh, Cho Lén, Vinh Long, nhitng
tinh giau vang Tién Giang. Pong bao tr Phndom Pénh,
tr Trung, Bic Bo ciing gdi tho vé hudng tng, dong cd
phan. Cong ty xa bong hoat dong that sy, dua ra nhan
hiéu con vit.

Tai duong Nguyén Hué (kinh Lap), nha s 49 1a
Chiéu Nam lau, “tiém tién ldu dé ma chiéu dai nguoi
An Nam”, v6i timg trét va 2 timg trén, gdm tiém #n va
phong ngtt do Nguyén An Khwong chii truong.

Rai rac & Sai Gon va cac tinh, nhiéu nhom dwa ra
16i hiéu triéu ding b4o nhim lap nha in, cong ty sin
xudt thudc dan toc, quy ti€t kiém, cong ty tau thuy dua
khach hang, tiém tap hoa. R6t cudc chi 1a dau voi dudi
chuot. Mot dién cht hang ning ctia dong bang song Clu
Long bay gio 1a Lam Quang Thoi da xay cat véi von
riéng 26 cin nha kho, kha niang dy trit dén 20.000 gia,
lai sim sin ghe chai ché lda nhung vén phai nho vao
bon mai ban Chg Lon. Mot ngudi & My Tho dwa sang
kién thanh 1ap kiéu thuong cudc véi nhiéu c6 phan dé
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phan phoi hang tap héa cho 253 dia di€ém khép tinh,
quan... toan ¢di Nam Ky. Rdi voi tién 1oi sé 1ap cong
ty nhap cang, g&i tho qua Huong Cang, bén Tay, bén
Hong Mao, bén Nhut Bon, bén Hoa Ky, ngoai Bic (Bic
Bo) dé ché hang qua. Chi 1a uéc mo.

Trén Luc Tinh Tdn Vin va Nong C6 Min Dam cé
phat biéu nhiéu tw tudng tién bo doi cai cach phong
tuc, got bd 6c no 1€, noi guong ty cudng cac nude chau
A, chau Au. Tuy Gng ho hoang than Cuong D& nhung
Luc Tinh Tan Vdn nhic lai hiép udc ban nuéc ma Ba
Pa Loc da ky thira linh Nguyén Anh. Lai khing dinh
y chi thong nhét TS qudc, dé cao tinh siéng ning, tinh
than doan két cuing s khéo tay ctia ddng bao mién Bic.
V& vin hoa, cd vo phong trao d4 bong, tap vo nghé, di
Viing Tau tdm bién. Chong thay chua, co bac, 4 phién.
Stra d6i cho viéc ma chay, cudi hdi, dn Tét duoc don
gian. Chong lang phi. Lai doi nha nudc 1ap thém truong
hoc, dung chit Viét cho ding nghia, thr bd niém luat
tho Puong. Chong théi y lai vao thién nhién rdi sanh
tat luoi biéng.®

Bon mat tham theo ddi phong trao Pong Du, chu
y dén khéach san T&€ Nam s6 95, duong Nguyén Hué
(kinh Lap), noi hoi hop bi mat d€ lac quyén; khach
dén co6 thé hot téc, boi qué hodc hot thudc udng. Trén

1 Trén Néng C6 Min Pam s6 262, ngay 23-10-1906 Tran Chanh Chi€u
bay ra “Qudc dm thi cugc”, tic 1 cudc thi viét tidu thuyét “ddt ra
mot chuyén tity theo nhdn vdt phong tuc trong xi, duong nhw truyén
6 thigt vdy”. Phan két luan phai dé cao cang thuomg dao ly.



Luc Tinh Tdn Van dang “bai tho TE Nam” voi 101 18
thong thiét, vira quang cdo cho khach san, vira goi
tinh than dan toc:

H& sanh minh cing la trai,

Lam thdn no 1é nado ai ddam bi.

Bdy ldu mang tiéng tri tri,

Héi thdam co xdo, co tai thé ra...

Cdi liong nhiéu chuyén bdn mdu,

Ké sao cho xiét gét ddu, ai oi,

Vai loi boc bach 16i thoi,

Thua cing dong chuong khiic noi cho tuong...

Cuoi nam 1908, thyc dan ra tay khing bo. Vi gdp
kho khin tai chanh nén mic dau thing tran, chanh pht
Nhat chiu ky v6i Phap Hiép u6c 10-7-1907 dé vay 800
triéu quan voi diéu kién nhin nhan tit ca thudc dia clia
Phap & A chau, khong can thiép vao noi bo.

S6 hoc sinh Pong du (con dién chi) 1an luot trd vé
trinh dién, bi quan thic 14y 1& r6i ti€p tuc cudc song
phong luu. Bdo Nong Cé Min Dam khong con trong tay
Tran Chéanh Chiéu nita. Nguoi chi but 1én thay thé lai
diém chi, t6 gidc. Luc Tinh Tan Vin bi déng clra hin.
Tran Chanh Chiéu bi 6 1ap trude du luan, vai ngudi ban
than tin ¢§ géng bao chita bin t6i vién dan chot? “Mot
nguoi hin vao Minh Tén cong nghé chimg 5 dong ddng
ldp 1o savon, ndu ddu... va nghe nguoi ta don rang ldy
bac hun dy dang ma lam nghich roi s, ché nhwe nudéc
khdc hun vao bac ngan, bac triéu ddng dic siung bdn,

c6 khi nguoi ta don rang ldy bac hun ding lam nghich
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nita hay sao”. “Lam nghich lam sao ma ¢ giita cho ma
lam? Kia nhw Nguyén Trung Truc, Lanh Dinh, Thién Hy,
Thii khoa Hudn v.v... muén ck sw chong trd véi nha nude
thi phdi chiém cik chd ndao cho hiém dia ma da dwgc hay
chua, cdi co con dinh hay da diet?”

Tran Chanh Chiéu da biét viéc 1on khong bao gio
thanh. Trudc kia, gi6i dién chd, mot s& cong chic tng
ho phong trao, ddm an dam noi chi vi tin cdy vao ngoai
vién quan sy cia Nhat dé danh Phdp; c6 nguoi dugc danh
sdn chic vu tinh trudng, néu cach mang thanh cong.
Phong trao tan ra, chimg minh gi¢i dién chit Nam Ky
khong dd sinh lyc va tri tué danh dudi ngoai xam; ho 1a
nhiing nguoi co hdi, vi thue dan Phap dam bao cho ho
kha nhiéu quyén loi nhuw khan dat, dia t6 cao cho vay
ning 10i... theo kiéu phong kién. Nhiéu nguoi ghi tén
mua cd phan trong cong ty tuy thira tién d€ 4n xai nhung
khong déng, so bi 16 14, cho cong ty thau loi chic chin
thi ho s& dong sau!

Nim 1909, nha tho Nguyén Lién Phong nhan dinh,
khi phong trao tan ra:

Nuoc Nam nhon tdnh ¢ doi,

Ghét nguoi thing ky, so nguoi héa nghi.
Vay nén cdc hdang, cong ty,

Nhdt gan, nhdé bung it khi ldp thanh...

Cudc Minh Tan chéng duoc nong dan hudng ting
vi khong hé noi dén giam dia to. Tréi lai, vai bai bao
cta Luc Tinh Téan Vin cho ring ndong dan vi luoi biéng,
khong lo xa, ham c& bac nén mén doi tiing trude hut sau.



Gi6i dién chd, cong chiic khong dii von d€ tré thanh
tang 16p tu san; co s& xay dung chi 12 vai can pho & Sai
Gon, My Tho, kém xa nhiing co s& nhd ciia thyc dan va
mai ban. Ta tht hinh dung cu thé nguoi dién chii thoi
dy, 1én choi Sai Gon: khin dong, do dai den, giay ham
€ch hodc giay da; ké tan tién (thuong 1a cong chic co
dién dat) thi mic Au phuc, doi nén Tay, thit no, rau
vuot sap, toc hot ngén. Ho 1an la cac nha hang:

Nghe mién thién thi khdc mién qué
Man viéc xem choi ddm mdoi mé
Ldu doc, ldu ngang, quan lén nhé
Khdch hé khdch hon ké di vé

Song tudn khoi noi hoi “Xa-lip”
Xe hét dong dua tieng “Xiip-1é”
Ddm néi com tién nghe ciing phdi,
An rau tham hé phan Di, Té.

Ho thdy thé lyc cta dong tién; doi khong con chd
cho B4 Di, Thiic Té #n rau ma s6ng. La dién chl giau
thi nén mua gach bong, hang rao song sit, ly, tach,
ruou manh, ban ghé kiéu tan thoi. Loai “xe mdy hoi”
(6-t6) con qua cao gid, kho sir dung. Ho them thudng,
dén viéng nhiing hiéu budn timg ding quéng cdo trén
Nong CoO Min Pam “Nha bdn xe va dong mong ngua
Tay. Ldp ra tie ndm 1879. O tqi dwong Lagrandiére sé
34 bis va 36 Sai Gon. Ciia ong Gay Fréres la nguoi noi
nghiép oéng Chauvin. Cé bdn xe hai banh va bén bdnh,
xe bdnh caoutchouc (da thun). Mua ngwa va bdn ngua.

DO bt ké dii bo van. Ai muén mua thi dén dé ma mua”.
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Xe hai banh, bon banh do ngwa kéo 1a phuong tién sang
trong. Da thun, vé sau goi day thun. Nhiéu chiéc xe dit
tién, c6 dat dong bach (nhom) sing chéi, la mit. Lai
con mot s6 dién chi ham 4n choi & Cho Gao, Binh Tay
“di giay ma vi, ban do long doan, quan xuyén trdng bdy
dong, khdn nhiéu den muwoi l6p, ca rd nhdn thiiy xoan,
dady chuyén treo kim khdnh”, “muon mot chiéc do hai
tén Qudng Pong, bon thing don thdi, ba con méo nhuit
hang, ri mot tui ddanh bai cao, ba tén ddnh thinh cdu”.
Ho lam giau nho “khdc bac td dién td mac, lung ling
Vi t6 voi day, khita c6 ba con, 10t da chom xém”. Do
12 hang nguoi “thdn nguu ma cé sao chdng xét, phdn da
man ma lgi khong de”.

Phong trao Duy Tan tan ra vé mit cong khai. Cu
Phan Boi Chau va céc dong chi trung kién lai tiép tuc
tranh ddu bi mat, nghi dén phuong tién bao dong vo
trang trong khi Tran Chanh Chiéu bd cudc, gitr “tiét
thdo” bing cach phéng tic tiéu thuyét Phap, suu tap
cach ngon. Pa so dién chi tiép tuc 10n cdi thyc dan dé
khén dat, lai moc thém 16p dién chli méi phia Hau Giang.

Sau gidc Au chau 1914 - 1918, thuc dan Phap dau tu
nhiéu. Mot 16p tu san xuat hién voi don dién, xi nghiép,
hang buon nhung 1an nay thi 6m chan thuc dan véi khiu
hiéu “Phdp Viét dé hué” ctia dang Lap Hién. Chong lai
nong dan va cong nhan.

Hai chuyén ma déng bao con nhé 1a tén phi Huan
ctia ding Lap Hién dn tién cia Ma Ngan (tu san mai ban)
gay vu an Noc Nan (Bac Liéu) va L& Quang Li€ém, mot



lanh tu ctia dang Lap Hién cudp dat ctia ndng dan ving
Céi Sén (Long Xuyén) x4y ra cudc tranh chdp dim mau.

Du am ctia phong trao Duy Tan & Nam Ky Ia viéc
thanh hinh mot ton gido (Cao Pai) v6i xu hudng vira
phong kién, vira tw san cai luong (Lé Vian Trung, Truong
Duy Toén) vao nhitng nam trudc 1927, lic giai cip cong
nhéan & toan qudc trd thanh lyc luong tré trung hitu co.

Nguyén Vién Kiéu, Truong Duy Toan, Nguyén
Trong Quyén, Lwong Khic Ninh ting c6 sty cho
phong trao Duy Tén - da thAm mét sau khi 1anh bai
hoc dit gia - xoay qua kiéu hoat dong hop phap dé
céi cach nghé thuat hat boi, dong thdi mo phdng theo
kich cd dién, kich lang man Phdp. Nha hat do thanh
Sai Gon m& ctra tir dau thé ky, mdi mua c6 1& don rude
tai t&r va nhac si tr Phdp qua dién, mot s6 than hao
cong chirc Viét da dén xem, bay gid dn khach nhit
la nhac kich (Operette). San khdu cai lwong ciing xay
dung tlr co s& nhitng man kich ngin, hodc kiéu doc
dién, ngam tho ra b ma gido vién Phap thuong cho
hoc sinh trinh bay vao dip 1&, phat phan thudng cudi
nam. Nam 1917, t& Nong Co6 Min Pam loan tin “Hi
vién Lang-sa tai Go Cong”, “céng chikc hdt tuéng
theo Tdy phwong” . Rdi dip 1€ Chanh Chung (14-7), hoi
khuyén hoc Long Xuyén t§ chic hat. Thang 10 ndm
dy, hat cai luong tai Go Vap, tai Sa Péc. Ti thang 9
trudc do, “cdi lwong kich xa” hat tai rap E-den, Sai
Gon. “Go Coéng van minh kich xa” hat & Go Cong vao
cuoi thang 12 ndm 1917. Qua thoi gian, véi tac dong

o
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gitta san khau va khan gia, nganh cai lwong tré thanh
bo mon dinh hinh.®

Tu tudng thda hiép clia gi6i dién chi, tw sdn con boc
1 trong tudng tich va sach vé mot thoi nhic chuyén Gia
Long tiu quoc, Gia Long phuc quéc, hoang t&r Canh nhu
Tay. Nuéi tiéc di vang, nhdc nhd Gia Long dé gian tiép
nhic nhd hoang than Cuong D€, qua 1a vo tinh lot vao
am muu c6 loi cho thyc dan Phap.

Cho Bén Thanh tré thanh Cho Cii, doi thém lan nita
dén vi tri rong rdi hon goi 1a chg Bén Thanh méi hoidc
Cho Mo6i Sai Gon, xay cét vao khoang nim 1912, khai
trwong linh dinh vao thang 3 ndm 1914. Nha ga xe la
doi theo vé gan Chg Méi. Nha Iong Chg Cii nhuong
nén cho ngodi nha kho bac. Khu vuc tr d6 goi 1a Cho
Cii chi con nhimg con dudong 1an hoi hoa ra nhd bé, vi
xe hoi nhap cang ngady thém nhiéu va dan s cling gia
ting. Phd x4 lop ngéi am duong, rui meé béng ciy trd
thanh lac hau trong thoi dai xi ming cot sit. Con ndi
danh ching la vai tiém ban com thg, ban thit heo quay,
tiém ca phé voi “huong gdy mii nhé” ma ngudi 1on tudi

1 Xem bai Tran Phat Vin tuong thuat budi néi chuyén ctia Lwong Khic
Ninh nhan @& “Hi nghé cdi luong”, tai nha hoi Khuyén hoc Sai Gon
dém 28-3 nidm 1917, ding Nong C& Min Dam s6 12 ngay 14-4-1917
dé hiéu ngudn géc san khau cai luong. Tir ndm 1907, ¢6 tap chi nhd
“Sai Gon- Théatre” 1am quang cdo, gioi thiéu va phé binh nhing
tudng & Nha hét do thanh Sai Gon, nhiim ddi tuong khén gia Phap.



con tha thiét t6i lui dé séng lai nhitng ndm dau thé ky
XX. Khi Sai Gon bit dau duoc thuc dan xay dung, vao
thud may moéc con chay véi ndi s6t-de chum than, chum
cti, “ba dam” ddi nén dit 16ng chim 16ng co, theo sau

’»

c6 anh bdi “ba-nhe”, “ban bi” ddi thing hoic khiéng
thitc #n voi don ganh béng tre.

Mot géc con lai cia Che Ci trd nén trang nghiém,
bi mat, trong giai doan bon My xen vao mién Nam, hat
chan thyc dan Phap; Toa dai st My lic dau dit & Che
Ca.. Roi 1an hoi Sai Gon trd thanh don lity ctia bon sen
dam quoc t€, nha nhiéu ting moc 1én lam tru s& cho
nhiéu ngan hang, co quan xuét nhap cang cla tai phiét
My va tay sai. BEén Chuong Duong, duong Ham Nghi
phia Chg Cu sung tdc bat thuong, tu tip bon budn lau
dong dola, dong quan, mdi sang ho 4n udéng tung bimg
dé theo doi hoi suit, gdi tién ra nuéc ngoai.
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VAO NHUNG
NAM 1910

TOI MUON PI RA NGOAI, XEM NUOC PHAP VA
cdc nuoc khdc. Sau khi xem xét ho lam nhuw thé nao, toi
sé tré vé giiip dong bao chiing ta."

Trong c& nuoc, rd rang phong trao Can Vuong, phong
trao dan chd tu san kiéu Khuong Hiru Vi, quan chii 1ap
hién kiéu Minh Tri da that bai khong thé nao gidi quyét
duoc tinh trang 1am than, mat doc 1ap, mat ty chi ctia
T& qudc. Nhimng sy kién chinh tri, kinh t& & Bén Nghé,
& toan Nam B9 1a phan anh cac cudc van dong 16m trong
toan qudc. Thay gido Nguyén Tat Thanh, tiéc Chi tich
H6 Chi Minh kinh mén da cuong quyét di ra nudéc ngoai,
tr bén Nha Rong, nidm 1911.

1 Puong Bdc Ho ra di cibu nudc. NXB Thanh nién, Ha Noi 1975,
trang 18.
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Thyc dan thing thé, chli nghia d& quéc dang banh
truong manh trén toan thé gi¢i voi khoa hoc, k¥ thuat
va trinh do t6 chiic ngay cang cao. Tuy nhién, ta khong
nén tudng tuong 1la “Hon Ngoc Vién Dong” vao nam dy
da sang choi, vé hinh thic thyc dan dang & trong giai
doan budn ban hang hoa, khai thac tai nguyén. Viéc dau
tw con dé dit, roi sé trd thanh chanh sach hin hoi tir sau
Thé chién thit nhat.

Anh deén dién chi roi sing khu trung tam thanh phg.
Phia ngoai 6 tr rach Thi Nghe di Ba Chiéu, nha cira
thua th6t, ban dém t6i om. Thién ha don & cay da dng
Bén tai cau Bong ma thuong hién ra. Gan phan mo Lé
Vin Duyét, giai thoai phd thong 1a ma quy 16ng hanh,
c6 nguoi mot dém bi ma nhat t¢i hai 1an. Phia Tha Duc,
& trang Ong Kheé, thinh thodng cop vé pha r6i, trong
x6m ludn ludn c6 sin nhitng tdm vi to két bing cau gia
réc rudt, ché timg nan nhd goi 1a khai dé vi cop. Pam
ngudi luc luong don cay cho sach rdi day khai tir nhiéu
phia dé€ siét vong vay. Lan hoi cop ling ting, trong
vong rao cang thau hep vi nan cau cing va déo c6 cong
dung khong thua gi sit. O Hoc Mon gan khu rimg chdi
Truong 6 ga, dong bao nhic lai truomg hop la hodng vi
ti€ng dong bat thuong: tudng cop vao nha nhung ky that
12 con ch6 vén dut dau vao cai hit duong, rit ra khong
duoc. Sat Cai Be, mot chg quén cua tinh My Tho, xom
lang sung tdc, tau bé tdp nap thé ma heo rimg lui téi

trong vuon, dong bao trong van sin phen d6 bit duoc



con heo chan qua ning can nén mong chan bet chan
ra - dén tdm nguoi khiéng méi néi.

Cho Bén Thanh ngay nay, hdi Bac di, chua xay cat;
ba nidm sau (1914) cdt xong nhung truéc mit con ao
viing sinh lay. Gitta Sai Gon va Cho Lon phia dét thap,
chua c6 du kién nén ndi lién, con rudng lia voi nguoi
cay, ao nudi vit, ngon rach can, do¢i téi ndm 1916 méi
bit dau ddp duong trai d4 ong (duong Tran Hung Pao).

Xe Itra ndi lién ra ngoai 6 con dung hoi nuéc, dén
1913 mai cai tién chay véi stc dién. Tir 1888, xuat hién
xe kéo. Nam 1892, nguoi Nhat tén Tokamath xin khai
thac doc quyén xe kéo, cho “cu-li” mudn, hin chiu thué
nhung khong dugce chip thuan. Nha dén c6 tir cudi thé
ky trudce tai duong nay la Hai Ba Trung (ngay phia sau
Nha hit 16n) r6i doi vé Cho Qudan véi qui mo to hon,
chay hoi nude. Nam 1909, Sai Gon va Chg Lon thiét bi
tam xong hé thong den dién & ngoai duong.

V& nudc udng, sau nhiéu 1an ban cii, thim do, dén
1882 mai xay mot ho cao & dau duong Duy Tan (quang
truong chién si cii) d€ loc mach nudc ngam tir Iong dat
Phu Tho chdy vé, truéc d6 Sai Gon chi dung giéng ca
nhan. Xe hoi (6 t6) 1a phat minh méi ctia chau Au, vai
chiéc duoc nhap cang sém dung chuyén chd cong vin

va thu tir trén mdy tuyén duong Sai Gon - Tay Ninh,

1 Nhimg giai thoai vé ma, cop, heo rimg nay ghi lai trong Pdi cd ky
quan ciia Ding L& Nghi, Phat T4n xuat ban, Sai Gon 1910.
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Sai Gon - Bién Hoa do ngudi Phédp lanh thau. Xe hoi
nhap cang thém, tir sau ndm 1903.

Nam 1906, tai vaon Bo-r6 (nay 1a Tao Ban) nhon
ngay 1& Chanh Chung ky niém thanh lap chanh thé Cong
hoa bay cudc thi 14i xe hoi, cho xe chay quanh queo;
bén duong dung hinh ndm (hinh linh ma ta, vii em bong
con, ngudi An Do gic ctra...) hé khong dung nga 1a duoc
giai. Dip nay lai thi chay xe dap, dua xe kéo. Mdy bay
c6 mit vao ndm 1910 do mdt nhém trong quan doi Phap
mua bo phan rdi, dem vé Sai Gon rap lai.”

V& mit hanh chanh, do6 thanh Sai Gon lan lan ndi
rong, bao gdm vung bén nay Cau Bong, Tan Dinh, rdi
Khanh Hoi, Chanh Hung. Dién tich thanh phd Sai Gon
(khong c6 Chg Lon) vao ndm 1907 1a 1.674 ha. Tuy
thém nha ctra, dinh thy nhung khu vyc ndo nhiét van
chua phat trién ra khoi duong nay 1a Cach mang thang
Tam, duong Nguyén Thai Hoc. Gitta Sai Gon va Che
Loén, & phan dat cao con nhiéu chom tre, cy da, md ma
to xen vao nhing dam rdy trong rau cai va bong hoa,
nhitng x6m nha & chudt; bay bo bdy dé di lang thang
dn c6. Phuong tién xé dich thong dung la xe kiéng khi
dd mua, nguoi dénh xe mic 4o toi bing 14 giong nhu
4o toi ciia nong dan vay thoi. Chd chuyén hang hoa thi
dung xe bo.

1 Cong tudc De Montpensier tr Phdp sang Sai Gon sdn bén va &n choi,
dem chiéc 6 t6 di tham hiém dudng mon, tir Sai Gon dén dién Ang-co
bén Cam-pu-chia mat 29 ngay. Nam 1908 & Sai Gon c6 ching 30
chiéc 6 t6, ki€u con thé so.



Nam 1906, ngan sach cta thuoc dia Nam Ky da
viing vang: Cudi ndm 1905, nha nudc néu con s6 thau
5.033.693 ddng, trir cac khoan chi va tra ng cho chanh
quoc 5.018.333 dong, con du hon 15 ngan dong mic
du gidm thué dién cho cdc vang bi anh hudng bio lut
nam Thin (1904). Tir trudc, dd md nhiéu cong trinh tu
bd duong sa, xay cit cong s& cdc tinh. Nam 4y cho dao
kinh rach & Can Tho, kinh néi lién Bac Liéu - Ca Mau,
kinh M6 Cay - Chg Thom, vét con rach tir Nha Méan dén
Céi Von dé chd lda tir Can Tho, chinh trang thanh phd
Viing Tau, khéi cong mot s6 10 xe lién tinh.

Nhimg sy phat trién néi trén nam trong qui mo lon
do tén Toan quyén Pu-me (Paul Doumer) thao ra tir sau
1897 danh diu giai doan khai thac, boc 10t ap dung cho
toan Pong Duong. Thanh 1ap mot hé thong duong sit,
10 xe, kinh dao, cau cong, chinh trang bén cang, khai
thac hAm ma, 1ap xi nghiép, don dién cay ky nghé, dén
dién lia. Chuong trinh nay bi bon thuc dan phé binh 1a
ning vé phat trién mién Bic Ky."

T ndm 1896, bon cam quyén Dong Duong bay ra
ngan sach ng, vay ctia ngan kho Phap, ctia céc tap doan tw
ban ngan hang Phép dé lam duong sit Phi Lang Thuong
- Lang Son kéo dai t&¢i Ha Noi. Lai con nhiing ching
duong tir Ha Noi dén Bén Thuy, Sai Gon - Khanh Hoa;
Pa Ning - Hu€ - Dong Ha; Hai Phong - Lao Cai; Lao
1 K& hoach khai thic Pong Duong do Toan quyén Paul Doumer soan

thdo & Viing Tau, tai dinh thy nghi mat Blanche (tén con gai hin) cat
trén nén don ci doi Tu Pic, tai Ndi nho.
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Cai - Van Nam huy dong nhiéu nhan cong lam duong va
cong nhan nhu thg' mdy, tai x& Vé ham mo, chu trong
than d4 & Bic Ky. S6 cong nhan md tir 3.500 ngudi nim
1905 ting 1én d&n 10.500 vao ndm 1909, ngay nim sau
lén d&n 13.000. Hon 20 cong ty 16m t8 chiic theo hinh
thiic nic danh nhiam kinh doanh cdc nganh ky nghé &
bong Duong nhw cong ty xi méang, dién nuwdc, bong vai,
cét ruou, nao vét song rach va xay cat, ché tao duomg khi
va axétylen, céc cong ty lia gao, in &n, thuong mai...""

Truoc kia, thyc dan lo trong mia 1am duong. Dén
Iic ho nhan ra sy 1am 14n, phai trong ngay cdy cao su
d€ cung ung cho thi truong chau Au, dé canh tranh véi
cao su Mi Lai va Nam Duong.

Ngudi Anh dem cdy cao su tir Braxin (Brésil) dén
dado Tich Lan rdi gay giong dwa qua Sin-ga-go ndm
1888, phd bién & Ma Lai. Nguoi Phap 14y giong cay cao
su tr Guy-an (Guyane, Trung My chau) dem vé cang
Mac-xay, g&i qua Sai Gon nam 1897, phan phdi cho S&
wong cay & Ong Yém (Tht Diu Mot), & Nha Trang va
vai nha trong tia.

Vuon cao su dau tién thanh 1ap nam 1907 tai ngoai
0 Sai Gon (khu vyc san “gdn”, Nga tu Phd Nhuan di
Nga Nim) dién tich 45 ha hot giong dem tir dao Tich

Lan, chti nhan la Céanh sat trudng Sai Gon, tén Ben-lan,

1 Xem Ng6 Vin Hoa va Duong Kinh Qudc. Giai cdp cong nhan Viét
Nam nhitng ndm trudc thanh ldp Ddng. NXB Khoa hoc xa hoi, Ha
Noi, 1978.



vi vdy goi vuon Ben-ldn (Belland). Vai ndm sau, véi
phan 16m hot gidng noi trén cung cdp, thém nhiéu S&
cao su thanh hinh.

- Cong ty Xa-trach:

1907: khai thac 9 ha.

1919: khai thac xong 1.030 ha.

- Cong ty cao su bong Duong:

1911: trong cao su 87.711 cay.

1920: trong tat ca 676.661 cay nhung dién tich trung
khan rong dén 10.300 ha, c6 dan phu ndm 1920 1a 1.700.

- Cong ty cao su Tay Ninh:

1908: bt dau khai thac 27 ha

1917: khai théc tit ca 1.377 ha

Hau hét cac cong ty 16n déu dit tru s& chanh & Phap,
tru s& thuong truc & Sai Gon. Rung dat do, dat xam ron
rip voi thi trdn mai 1ap. Nao duong séd, nha cho, trudng
hoc, binh vién, nha tho, khu nha cta phu cao su, ctia
“cdp rdng” lai con dinh thy day dd tién nghi danh cho
bon chii Phéap. Binh rét rimg 1a “dinh mang” danh cho
dan phu da s6 mo tir Bic Ky.®»

Sai Gon phat trién manh, dinh hinh. Mot thanh ph&
bao gém ba thanh phd: diu ndo vé hanh chanh ctia Nam
Ky, thuong cang va trung tam cong nghiép.

Thuong cang Sai Gon mdi ndm cang tap nap:

1 Phat trién mién Pong Nam nuéc Cam-pu-chia, 1an hdi & viing Chip
¢6 vuon cao su l6n nhat thé gidi trong mot mang rong dén 19.000
héc-ta; & xit khic cao su nhiéu nhung trong mang nho hon.
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1861 tau vao cang la 251 chiéc, chd 81.595 to-no.

1864 tau vao cang 1a 295 chiéc, chd 110.000 to-no.

1913 tau vao céng la 785 chiéc, chd 1.364.428 to-no.

Ngoai tau budn Phap, con tau ciia Anh, Na Uy, Pan
Mach, Nhat, Hoa Lan, Pic, My, Trung Qudc... Cang
Sai Gon lanh nhitng dich vu ban gao, cao su, trau bo
va mua vao nguyén liéu, hang héa ché€ bién, cho nudc
Cam-pu-chia, con s6 kha to vé hang hoéa ra vao ma thong
ké cla thuc dan néu cho cang Sai Gon tuy ring phan
16m ctia Nam B0, nhung nén ké mot phan clia nuoc lang
giéng ma thyc dan da vo vét toi da.

Dén s6 Nam B¢ con qua it. Nam 1905 ¢6 2.876.417
nguoi ké ca tré con trén 15 tudi. Dan s6 Sai Gon ting
nhanh, khong hin vi sanh d nhiéu. Nguoi Viét tir Bic
Bo, Trung B6 vao. Ngudi Hoa tir tinh Quang Pong,
tinh Phudc Kién qua don dap. Thém nguoi tir Luc Tinh
dén tim sanh k€.

Nim 1911, ta c¢6 nhimg con sé:

- Sai Gon: 8.514 nguoi Phap

41.452 nguoi Viét
16.806 Hoa kiéu
967 linh tinh
Cong la:  67.739
- Cho Lon: 302 nguoi Phéap
96.350 nguoi Viét
85.000 Hoa kiéu
Cong la:  181.742
Sai Gon va Cho Lén: 249.481



Pén nam 1940, Sai Gon - Chy Lon 1én dén
459.153 nguoi.V

T 1915 try vé trude, nguoi Hoa it hon ngudi Viét
& khu vuc Chg Lon, tir nam 1916, nguoi Hoa dong dao
hon. Nguoi Phap & Sai Gon gom da s6 quan nhan. Ndm
1909, Sai Gon ¢6 465 An kiéu, toan Nam Bo ké luon
nam nit trén 15 tudi la 2.975.838.

Theo k& hoach ctia Pu-me soan thao tir trude 1di trién
khai, nhiéu ching kinh xdng, kinh dao tay mé thém, chi
trong mién dét rong nguoi thua phia Hau Giang dé tao
ra vua lda xuat khau. M6i than hao nhan si déu duoc
tén Du-me cép cho timg manh dét ruong 1.000 ha, néu
ho biét chay chot.

Dén nam 1929, s6 kinh dao xang va dao tay dai dén
1.664 km. Kinh dao gitp van tai, giao thong, ddong thoi
gidi quyét phan nao k& hoach thiy loi. Cht dién nguoi
Phdp hudng qui ché riéng, 1ap lang x4, t4 dién thuoc
vao loai 1am ¢6 ndng (engagé) nhu phu & vuon cao su.
Nédm 1912, thyc dan khoe khoang ¢6 300 nguoi Phap
ma da trung khan dén 247.417 ha dat ruong.® Nim
1908, hoan thanh hé théng kinh dao Nga Béy, 1ap quan

1 Tham khao André Baudrit. Guide historique des rues de Sai Gon,
SILI Sai Gon, 1943 vé6i bang thong ké dan s tix 1907 dén 1941.

2 Pién Rémy Gressier, goi dién Ong Kho (kho Itia to) & Séc Tring va
Can Tho phat trién tir nhimg nam dau thé ky dén khoéng nhiing nam
1940 chi€m 28.670 héc-ta ruong véi hon 3.000 ho ta dién. C6 rieng
2 nha mdy xay lda, mdi ngay ra 300 tan gao, thau dung 150 thg. Stic
trong ti ctia doi xa-lan trong dién 12 2.700 tan. Pén dién Phap thuong
mudn linh Phdp giai ngdi 1am gidm thi, xung cap bac ha si, caporal,
ném na la cip ring.




SONNAM

BEN NGHE
XUA

Phung Hiép gitta cdnh dong trudc kia hoang vu. Nam
1914, dao kinh quan 16 ndi Ca Mau lén Nga Bay dé di
Cho Lon theo duong thily ngén nhét.

Vao mua lua, sau Tét, sinh hoat cia Cho Lon trd
nén ron rip, nhr mua thau hoach to tdm tai Thuong Hai
bén Trung Qudc, nhu muia gom bong vai d& xuit khiu &
Pon-di-xé-ry (Pondichéry) bén An Do. Niam 1895, Cho
Lén c¢6 9 nha may to, ndm 1925 1a 46 nha. Nam 1927
nha mdy & Chg Lén vira 16n vira nhd 1a 70, téng cong
13.000 stic ngua, da sic dua ra mdi ndm 2.900.000 tan
gao, trong khi muc xuét céng tdi da chi la 1.300.000
tan. Tuy dw'” nhung vi canh tranh nén vai nha may 16n
khac dugc du tri xay cét thém.

Tung 16p lao cong nhu ban chéo ghe, ban vac lua
gia tdng. T Chg Lon dén Luc Tinh, ghe buén 16n nhd
t6i lui v6i nhiéu mdi loi nhuw trong bai ve:

... Sach sé lich sy la ldi budn trdu.
Chdt chiia nhitc ddu la ldi buén heo
Um tiim budn teo la hang ldi cd,

Bui tro tdp td, ldi cdm, ldi than...

Ao tring mdc sang, ldi buén liia gao
Vidc don, x6c gao, ldi cii, ldi rao...

Trén kinh rach, thanh hinh nhiéu tu diém cho ghe
bu6n dimg lai tu bd, dn uéng. Ngudi chéo & thon qué
ri nhau 1én thanh phé tim nghé:

1 Lén hoi khu vyc Binh Pong & Cho Lon trang bi vai nha mdy thudc
tam c& 16n nhat the gi¢i, mdi nha xay 1.300 tin lda trong vong 24
gio v6i may 1.000 stc ngua.



Ai oi, dimg ham hot bac ghe chai,

Cot buém cao, bao liia ndng, tdm don dai kho di
Vai mang chiéc non rdch, tay xdch cé quai chéo,
Thuong con nhé ve, phdn nghéo anh phdi di...

*

Vao nhimg ndm dau th€ ky XX, bon phong kién
“céng than” lic Phdp méi xam chiém 1an hdi chét, huu
tri, bi sa thai, hoa ching con Téng d6¢ Phuong song véi
tudi gia. Téng doc Loc chét, 1anh binh Tan chét qua sém,
Truong Vinh Ky ciing man phan. Thuc dan tr budi dau
c6 dao tao mot sd tri thiic khoa bang nhung khong dat
két qua mong mudn. Lé Cong Phung, con nudi cla lanh
binh T4n va Tran B4 Hyu, em ciia Téng doc Loc vao
truong trung hoc & La X4y (La Seyne) gan cang Tu-16ng
ctia Phap nhung khong dd dat rdi vé nudc. Nguoi thi
ba dugc du hoc 1a Nguyén Quang Nghiém, anh em cd
cau voi Tong doc Loc, hoc tai An-gié (Alger, Bic chau
Phi) ciing khong d6 dat. Téi nguoi thit tu 1a Lé Cong
Hoang, con ctia Lé Cong Phung hoc tai An-gié, dau Tu
tai toan phan, vé nuéc dugce bd nhiém ngay tri huyén.

Phai doi 16p sau véi truong trung hoc My Tho va
truong Bon Qudc (truong Xach-xo-lu, nay 1a Lé Quy
DPon) thuc dan méi dao tao timg loat tho ky dic luc,
mot s6 da hoc chir nho & gia dinh hodc & truong lang.
Lam tho ky vai nam, tuy theo ndng luc, ho du cudc thi
tuyén, 1én huyén, phii, doc phii. Giéi tho ky, tri phli nay
1an hdi tré thanh quan trong, lién két véi bon hao muc
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dé cau co thoi cudc, khidn dat ruong, tré thanh dién chi
roi kinh doanh thuong mai, cong nghé hoic cho con céi
hoc bén Phap dd dat. Ho phat trién cong viéc 1am in,
tir sau Dé nhat thé chién.

Nam Ky Ia thudc dia ma Phap dit co s& véi muc
dich chi€ém ctt vinh vién, dong vai trdo nudc Phap méi
& chau A (Nouvelle France d’Asie). Mot s6 cong trinh
xay cét réu rao cho muu d6 Ay nhu: Nha tho Puc Ba
(1877-1880), Toa an (1881-1885), Dinh Thong doc Nam
Ky con goi la dinh Gia Long (1885-1890), toa P6 chanh
(1900-1908). Trén cao ciia toa an ddp hinh nir thin Cong
ly, tay cam guom, tay cam bo luat, hai bén 1a nguoi dan
ong v6i nguoi dan ba Viét Nam véi y phuc ¢d truyén,
voc dang nhé thé, khong thodi mai. Mit tién clia toa Do
chianh pho bay nguoi thi€u phu tran day sinh lyc tiéu
biéu cho nudc Phap. Hai bén 12 hai cau bé con tiéu biéu
cho thyc dan nhin 1én me, cu bén nay ché ngy cop di,
cau bén kia dang Ién mot mon dudng nhu la co, hodc
phu hiéu. Dinh Gia Long thanh hinh v&i muc dich lam
nha Bao tang thwong mai, ddp hinh than thuong mai véi
nao 1a c4, sau, chim goi khung canh nhiét doi. Ba Da
Loc, hoang t&r Canh dugc dé cao ngoai pho tuong dit
nam 1902 truéc nha tho Dic Ba thi phan mo goi “Lding
Cha Cd” chiém go dat cao rdo & ngoai 6 véi vudn xoai
tré thanh noi du ngoan, theo con duong vong tir toa Bo
Gia Pinh qua vuon mit Phi Nhuan, dén Ling rdi tiép
qua duong nay la Ly Thuong Kiét hodc theo huong 16
14 dén Phu Tho. Kiéu du ngoan thoi trang ctia nguoi



Phap bdy gid, cing nguoi dep ngdi xe c6 ngudi kéo,
nhu & Pa-ri tim khu rimg ngoai 6 tuong ddi kin ddo dé
n6i chuyén tam tinh van vo.

Quan ruou, quén ca phé c6 ca nhac moc 1én gan mé
song dai theo duong nay 1a Péng Khdi, Nguyén Hug,
m& cira d&n qua khuya. Nén nhé phan lén ngudi Au,
nguoi Phap qua Sai Gon 1a doc than hodc vo con dé
lai bén Phép, dén khi nghi phép hodc ¢6 cong viéc ho
méi vé thim. Qudn in, quan ruou gan nhw phan 16m do
ngudi Phép goc & cang Mac-xay (Marseille), & ddo Cooc
(Corse) lam chti hodc lam quan ly. Nguoi Cooc ndng 6c¢
dia phuong, wa két hop d€ lam buon lau, lira gat, song
theo luat giang ho, thi du nhu gian nhau thi danh dam
cho ha con gian. Bit dugc ké trom thi nhdt vao phong
ma danh roi cho tién tri bénh ché khong truy té ra toa 4n.

Tro giai tri thinh hanh la xem nhac kich, di sian
bin, danh ca ngua, hoc didu guom. Bon Phap thich 1am
bao, nhiéu to moc 1én rdi dong clra nhanh, ra hing tuan
hodc d6i ba 1an mdi tuan, nhim gay du luan vao dip
bau cr Hoi dong Do thanh, binh vuc quyén lgi phe
nhom, kiéu 1am bdo twong ctia ndi bo thuc dan. Vai nhan
vat néi com da khong lam hanh dién cho ngudi Phap
binh thuong. Tén luvu manh budn lau Ma-ri Da-vit do
May-ré-na (Marie David de Mayréna) dugc Toan quyén
Cong-tan (Constans) giao cho trach nhiém & Tay Nguyén
nham thuyét phuc cdc dan toc it ngudi 1ap mot vuong
qudc riéng ré&, dé phong truomg hop thuc dan Anh tim
céch tach roi ving nay ra khoéi dia ban Phap. Hén xung
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vuwong, ban hanh hién phap, quéc ky, va tung ra vai kiéu
huy chuong clia virong qudc dé ban cho ké thich danh
du hio tan chau Au. Hin thua cudc khi thuc dan Anh
dung k€ my nhan. Thuc dan Ph4p pht nhan, truy t6 hin
nhu k& bip bom. Hin danh ty sat. Niam 1906, hai tén
luu manh Phi-ic (Fiacre) va Pac-nd (Parnaud) tu nhan
tng cir vién doi 1ap ctia Hoi dong Do thanh Sai Gon,
v6i danh nghia dai biéu dang Xa hoi Nam Ky, dang
c6 25 dang vién dn nhau, chin phan muoi khong dong
dang phi. Két qué: luom dugc 28 phiéu trong hon hai
ngan ctr tri. Lai c6 tén Ba-det (Bazerguce) ra ting ctt Hoi
dong D6 thanh nam 1910 14y danh nghia d6i 1ap, thuoc
mot ddng xa hoi chi c6 10i tuyén b, khai thanh phan
lam xé&p thg mdy tau thuy chay duong Phnom Pénh,
khoe 1a timg chién déu bao vé Cong xa Pa-ri nam 1871!
Chuong trinh nhim tin cong vao “thanh tri ciia bon tw
bdn dang huong thy”, am chi thuc dan Sai Gon nhung
bon nay t& cao nguoc 1a hin dang song bing nghé “t0
chitc madi dam”, ding tén ddang bao ranh ranh cho mudn
hai con heo noc dé gay giong tot, voi chi tiét “heo sdn
sang phuc vu ngay dém”. Tén Den-pit (Julien Delpit),
trung si trong quan doi thudc dia lai may min nhay 1én
dia vi nhon vién vd phong ctia Pu-me chi vi lic han vi
tén toan quyén nay timg mang on cha hin. Va Pu-me
trd on thém bidng cich duwa hin vao gia dinh tay troc
phi Huyén Si lam chdu ré, hudng cia bén vo hué loi
hang ndm khoang 50 ngan ddng, s tién qud lon. Bay
gi0r lvong thang ctia doc phu, ctia cong chic bac trung



ngudi Phap khong hon 300 dong, mot ly rwgu manh &
hiéu sang trong nhtit nhu Cong-ti-nin-tan (Continental)
12 20 xu. Hin khong chiu vé Tan An cai quan dit rudong
coO bay thazmg canh cua vo, ctt la ca & Sai Gon, thét dai
ban be, 1am bdo rdi 1én Lao séng tan ta.

Viéc thach thic ddu gwom, dau sung vi danh du kha
phd bién, duoc phap luat nhin nhan. Nhiéu tén Phap 1én
voi xudng chéd, vér ng, lam nghé budn lau, ghién 4 phién
cd vo 1an chong. Thoi s6ng buong 16ng lan tran trong
gi6i ngudi Au, nguoi Phap “ditng ddn”, 1am tinh chanh
thitc hodc ban chanh thic véi cd nay cd kia. Gai budn
huong ban phan nguoi Ai Nhi Lan, Phap, Dtc, nguoi
vung Ban-cédn (Balkans), Do Thai, Hy Lap 1an budc qua
Sai Gon kiém #n, chua ké nhiing c6 tir Nhat dén. Diéu
d6 ching td miic s6ng ciia gidi binh dan chau Au by
gior thap kém, ban cung héa vi tw ban boc 16t.

O Sai Gon ra that su hai to bdo Phép, ba to khac
xudt hién rdi chét sém. VE bdo Viét, thay hai to Nong
Co Min Dam va Luc Tinh Tdn Vdn. Trong nhiing nim
1907-1908, hai t& nay kha tién bo nhornhém Tran Chéanh
Chi€u ding ra chii truong (vé sau, tré thanh bo Ging ho
thuc dan), véi nhém khac bao tuan véi bai binh luin vé
phong tuc, vé quan hé xa hoi, bdy gid goi tiéu thuyét,
Tin trong nudc dén cham, phuong tién con 1a tau thiy
va xe ngua kho kiém soét hu thyc. V& tinh hinh thé gidi,

1 Henri Lamagat, Souvenirs d’un vieux journaliste indochinois, IDEO
xudt ban, 1942.
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bao chir Phdp dung ban tin vén tit ciia thong tdn Ha-va
(Havas), bao chir Viét chu trong vao bao mua tir Huong
Cang, dich lai. Tho bat cd v6i nhitng bai hoa van diang
qua nhiéu trén bao Viét, hodc truyén Tau dich lai. Ly
do 1a thiéu tin tuc.

C6 ndm sdu nha in hoat dong: nha in Sai Gon
(Impimerie Saigonnaise), nha in Phéat Toan, J. Viét
chuyén xuit ban loai “tho, tudng, truyén, tich”. Tho
luc bat ké chuyén c6 dau c6 dudi nhu Luc Van Tién,
Bach Vién Tén Cdc, Ldm Sanh - Xudn Nuong, Pham
Cong - Ciic Hoa, Tran Minh Kho Chiéu... Tudng hat
boi, nam 1909 da thdy ban Kim thach ky duyén, Pinh
Luu Ti, tudng O thuée, Phé hoi Giang Pong, Kim Long
- Xich Phuyng... Truyén Tau, sém nhtt 1a ban dich Tam
Qudc, bong Chdu Liét Quoc, Tdi Sinh Duyén, Chung Vo6
Di¢m. Lai c6 saich moéng, loai binh dan day ch nho nhu
Hudn Tit Cdch Ngon. Ngoai ra con sach linh tinh day
xem tudng, xem ga noi (ga choi), day don kim, truyén
doi xwa A Rap, Tiéu 1am, Tiéu dam, ho xay lda, cau hat
hué tinh. Nguoi ma in xin don doc huyén, néi tho Van
Tién & cho, doc cau, bén do. Tho Vin Doan, tho thiy
Thong Chianh mot thoi lwu hanh véi ndi dung tich cuc
chong phong kién, thyc dan, vé sau bi cAm.

Bon cai tri giai tdn cac don vi lang xa & noi thanh,
dinh chua bi dep, chi ¢6 nha tho Cong gido cét 1én dd
s0 ma thoi. Sudt nhiéu nim dai ding, ddng bao phai dén
ngoai 6 dé hai 1oc, cau qudc thdi dan an, nhé tudng “son
ha xa tdc”. Nhim thda man nhu cau tam ly 4y va dé



truc loi, tir nhitng ndm dau th€ ky mot sd cong chiic gia
nghi ra cong trinh tring tu Ling Ong, ttc 1a phan mo
ctia T4 quan Lé Vin Duyét, Téng tran Gia Pinh thanh.
Miéu tho Lé Vin Duyét, phia sau Ling tré thanh mot
kiéu dinh thanh hoang & muic siéu déng v6i bao nhiéu
giai thoai: T4 quan ho Lé cai tri nghiém khéc v6i dan
nhung ciing dam thach thicc vua Minh Mang. Khi vua
Minh Mang tra thu bing céch san bing nAm mo, dit tim
bia xac nhan ban an lén trén thi “lic troi dm u, dém yén
tinh, cé tiéng ma quy khoc than, hodc tiéng on do nguoi
va ngua qua lai, dan cwnoi dé khong ddm lai gdn, nguoi
di dwong déu doi 167 khdc dé tranh di”.V Kiéu hung khi
nhw Quan Van Truong trong truyén Tam Qudc; lai con
s am &nh ctia Am binh ving Ma Nguy khong xa. Muon
thé thot, cau tai 10c, khan nguyén qudc thai dan an thi
dén Liang. Nhung nuéc da mat, dau phai xin xim ma
ctru lai duoc? Hudng gi ta quan ho Lé ldc con séng chi
chong d6i Minh Mang & diém duy nhat: T4 quan muén
mé& clta cho ¢6 dao vao truyén gido, mudn giao thiép
tkr t€ v6i bon thuong gia Phédp, v6i 1ap luan lic nguy
nan ctia Nguyén Anh, B4 Pa Loc ting ctiu gitip. Trong
quyén hoi ky vé xit Hu€, con ctia Xe-nho (Chaigneau,
tén danh thué) ca ngoi cong khai L& Vian Duyét 1a nguoi
ban tot ctia Phap.

Nhom nguoi 16m tudi timg hy vong vao phong trao
Can Vuong da thit vong, mic dau nghi Iyc c6 thira. Mot

1 Gid Son Kiéu Oanh Mau, Bdn Triéu Ban Nghich Liét Truyén da dan,
trang 67-69. Sach nay soan vao ndm 1901.
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s0 trung nong, 16p nghéo thanh thi to ra bat man trudc
thyc t&€, nung ndu mau anh hing nhung ching biét dung
vao dau, ngdi quin ma hudng lac véi ban be, ddm séng
chét dé lam viéc nghia vun vit, tim tri quanh quén trong
vung san xuédt nho, mo doi Nghiéu Thuan.

H6 Chd tich di ldc Sai Gon con thu hep & ving nay
g0i Cho Ci, lic bon mai ban Chg Lén chua da thé luc
tai chanh dé hién k& cho thuc dan doi Cho Lon vao khu
vuc rong 16m, nay la chg méi Binh Tay. Béy gio, chua
c6 truong trung hoc Pé-trux Ky, chua c6 truong nit trung
hoc Ao Tim (sau goi Gia Long) cong chiic hang nghéo
thud &y mic 4o dai den, ai & xa thi 4n com trua tai cho.
Truong may, nay goi Cao Thing 1ap niam 1906, ban day
& goc Phung Khic Khoan - Nguyén Thi Minh Khai, nim
1908 doi dén vi tri hién nay. Vién Pax-to (Pasteur) vé
co s& mai tir 1908. Gidi cong nhan va lao ddong chiu hot
toc ngian nhung con giit bui toc, bit khin dau riu hodc &
tran, di chan dat khong phai it. Quén &n uéng moc day,
voi dd khung canh, danh cho moi tdi tién. Mdi chiéu,
mdi t6i, tu hop lai quan dé néi nhitng chuyén don dap
x4y ra trong sinh hoat; c6t chuyén hap dan, dung 10i 1&
don so, hoi tho cling hap din nguoi nghe. Ngdi quéan dé
trd on, gidi quyét thic mic véi ban be, ciing nhau tim
sang ki€n, trong sinh k&, trong dich vu 1a théi quen da
c6 co s& qua vai th€ hé tir hoi chia Nguyén. Khi cang
Bén Thanh vira thanh hinh, b€ quan tda cang v6i Tay
phuong nhung tau bé cic nuéc Pong Nam A thi tap nap
ra vao. Thuc dan cho mé thuong cang tir 1860, Sai Gon



nho vi tri dia ly tot nén phat trién, lién lac v6i nhiéu
nude tan Bic chau Au, tan chau Uc, chau My. Sai Gon
con lién lac thing v6i Cam-pu-chia. Puong sit ndi Sai
Gon ra Nha Trang da khanh thanh. Con mit clia nguoi
& hai cang 1a con mit c6 chan trdi rong, luon ludn xao
xuyén: cudc song khong dién ra quanh quan giira ao tu,
nhu & thon qué véi bo tre, cay da dinh lang hodc noi
nga ba, nga tw song cai. Nguoi tir Bic, nguoi tir Trung
vao tuy séng duoc nhung vo con cha me chua di diéu
kién doan tu, ai da tam dn dinh thi nghi t6i chuyén vé
tham qué xi. Nguoi tir ddng bing song Ctru Long dén
néu tim noi nuong twa xong thi cling c6 thém; ai con
bénh bdng thi tim c4ch bdm viu vao mot trong hang
trim co hoi t6t s6 dang nhay nhét truéc mit. K& thidu
cong in viéc lam chwa dén ddi that vong. Nhiéu hang
xuong, hiéu budn, nha vya 16n nhé dang mé thau hut
bao nhiéu dich vu, doi hoi tir lao dong phirc tap dén
lao dong don thuan. “Gao Ba Thdc, nuéc phong-tén”,
ban beé xa la d&€ gip nhau, hi€u khach, choi v6i nhau
khong can biét qua khit ctia nhau. “Lén xe nhuong ché
ban ngoi, nhwong noi ban dua, nhwong loi ban phédn”.
Nhung rdi lai kho tanh, dong tién try thanh quan trong.
“Trai dwong Moi xem twong khong mdi, gdi Bén Thanh
xét lai khong thanh. Ngay ngay qua lai anh em, co xu co
lii moi danh ngdi nhdan”. Puong Mdéi 1a tén con duong
md&i mé thém, nay 1a Huynh Tinh Cta, & Tan Dinh, xua
tu tp du dang. “Muwoi gio, ong Chdnh vé Tay. C6 Ba &
lai ldy thdy thong ngon” ...
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Nguodi Hoa 18m khi ghé Sai Gon muoi hom dé do
xét 1am #n rdi moéi di Pho Méi (Singapore), hoidc tréy
lai, 1én Phndm Pénh qua Thai Lan. Nguoi Antrim lang,
nghéo thi nuoi dé 1ay sira twoi hodc ban ca-ri, giau thi
ban vai, cho vay, ddi tién. Dic biét nguoi And nhuong
dia thuong mang Phap tich, duoc vu dai, lam canh sat,
luc sy. Hang hoéa ra vao cang ting gia vé khoi luong.
Thiy tht nudc ngoai nao Phap, Anh, Pic, Ha Lan, Pan
Mach, Hy Lap... giao ti€p v6i dan bén tau dé ddi chac
riéng, 4n udng, giai tri ling nhiang. Song rong don gid
tlr ngoai khoi thdi dén nhu thim héi. Coi tau giuc gia,
moi moc. Gié phuong Tay, gié phuong Pong va gio tr
trong nu6c théi manh. Phong trao Duy Tan & khip Bic
Trung Nam tuy thit bai nhung du 4m con rén. Nudc
ta mat, cit 1am ba manh; mudn ra Bic, ra Trung, l1én
Cam-pu-chia, qua Lao, phai xin gidy thong hanh nhu
nhau. Nhat Bon dang trén da san xuat 16m, trudc kia chi
la nuGc phong ki€n, b€ quan téa cang, kém siit. Bén
Trung Qudc, vua chda Man Thanh dang 1€ 1t ngay tan
lun. Trir mot sO it nguoi giau thi da s6 nguoi Phap &
Sai Gon déu xuit than 1a tiéu tu san, con dién chi nho,
dan mién bién, dan mién nui thich phiéu luu hodc nguoi
Phép lai da mau tr nhiing hai ddo sém tré thanh thudc
dia Phap. Ho qua Sai Gon vi duoc uu dai, tin cay. Ho
tap tanh hudng thy, chiéu chiéu tu hop trao ddi tin titc
vun vit vé doi tu clia nguoi ndy ngudi no, hodc vé tinh
hinh thé gi6i. Dia diém 1a cot co Thii Ngit. Hoic ho di
dao tan cau Tan Thuan, noi c6 ciy da to va gié mat,



suy tw van vo. Thoi dai vang son, lac quan ctia ché do
tur ban trén toan thé gi¢i nhw da co6 gi khong 6n. Nim
1870, Dic thing tran, cit xén mot phan dit Phap, ky
nghé Diic phat trién manh, doi hoéi thém nhiéu thudc dia
dé buon ban va vo vét.

Cay cau noi lién Cho Cii qua bén Nha Rong (goi Cau
Quay) mdi ngay vao khoang 8 gid sang quay ngang thot
cau cho ghe thuyén vao Cho Lon. Bdy gio, kinh Doi (bén
Pham Thé& Hién va Nguyén Duy) n6i Binh Pong qua
cau chit Y chua dao chi méi dao xong kinh Té (1905)
tir khodng cau chit Y ra Tan Thuan dé chd lda gao ra
cang dé dang; cau Quay bic mot luot véi thoi gian dao
kinh nay. Chi nhanh Sai Gon ctia Cong ty Nha Rong
dong & ngdi nha nay hdy con nhung hai con rong gin
néc day dau vao chau chuc cai phu hiéu.

Nguyén Lién Phong (Nam Ky phong tuc dién ca)
mo t& khung cdnh vam rach nay nim 1909, & gan cau
Khanh Hoi, titc 1a cau Quay:

Ngay nay phong cdnh tot déu

Tau ghe lon nhé ddu béo hai bén.

Do doc ruéc moi xudng lén,

Gianh nhau xdu xé rén vang cd ngay.
Ghe bdu sdp lop ddu ngay,

Trong cdu Khdnh Hoi ndi dai déi day
Cdu mong khen ai khéo xay,

Mdy ndm trdi da mdy ray xudn quang.
C6 ba s& hang ciing sang,

Nghiép lam dé sdt ¢ ngang ddu cdu.
Chuyén nghé sita mdy, dong tau,
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Lai di chiu gid cho, cdu cdc noi.

Xk xa tau moi toi noi.

Hu ddu muon sika thdnh thoi le lang.
Cdc loai kém sdt dong gang

Mady kia mdy no nhdy tran biét bao.
Thuong nghe ddp sdt do do,

An Nam, Cdc Chii ra vdo tiéng vang,
Cot co Thu Ngit nghiém trang,

Co6 nha ddnh thué héa hang bdn buon...

Duing 8 thang sau khi chi€ém xong ba tinh mién Tay
(1868), nudt tron Nam Ky Luc Tinh, tén D6 d6c La-
grin-di-e (De La Grandiére) lam 1€ dit vién d4 dau tién
cho co quan dau nio & khoang dat rong 15 ha nhim biéu
duong uy thé€ ctia Phap khong riéng gi & Nam Ky ma
con 1a & Vién Dong. Goi dinh No-ro-dom (Norodom)
roi phd bd, xay cit lai v6i tién My, dit tén dinh “Pdc
Lap” dé che giau chanh sach thyc dan méi. Vién da dau
tién thoi 4y duoc ban phép lanh theo tuc 1é. D6 1a vién
da xanh 14y tir Bién Hoa, mdi chiéu cta khoi vudng c&
50 cm, rudt khoét 16 dé€ tram vao céi hop bang chi dung
nhitg dong tién dang luu hanh bén Phdp: tién vang,
tién bac, tién dong trén mit dic hinh vua Na-pha-luan
dé tam dang tri vi. Chon sau 2 mét 60, dit trén 16p dat
cing trude khi x4y nén, vién d4 ay tiéu biéu cho sy vinh
ctru clia ché do thudc dia. Nhung thuc dan cii roi thyc
dan méi déu lién tiép bai tran vi nguoi thanh nién hoi
gitta ndgm 1911 roi bén Nha Rong da tim duoc duong
16i ding din nhat dé gidi quyét con khiing hoang vé
tinh chét cudc cach mang giai phong dan tdc: Viét Nam



phai theo con duong Céach mang vo san va chi ¢6 con
duong ay ma thoi.

Co xanh dd sao vang bay trong gi6é 10ng trén noc
dinh Boc Lap vao ngay 30-4-1975.

Bao nhiéu nuéc chdy qua cau. Con duong di ngang
trudc mit dinh nay dit tén dén 1an thit bay. Thoat tién
1a duong s6 26 rdi ddi ra duong Hoang Hau (rue de
I’Impératrice) vo cia vua Na-pha-luan dé tam lic Phap
danh Nam Ky. Phép thua Ptic, 1ap chanh thé Cong hoa
ndm 1870 nén d6i ra duong Ma-hong (Mac Mahon, goi
khoi hai Mt Ma Hong, thong ché& Phap). Sau Cach mang
thang Tam, thyc dan chi€m Sai Gon, goi duong Do-Gon
(De Gaulle, vién tuéng c6 cong danh Dic nhung chu
treong cho céc thudc dia quyén ty tri ma thoi). Roi dit
tén duong Do-lat (Tudng De Lattre de Tassigny ting
chi huy quén doi vién chinh & Viét Nam rdi chét). Thoi
thuc dan méi, bon Diém dat tén duong Cong Ly. Nay
ta ddi 1a duong Nam Ky Khoi Nghia.

M4y dong tién Na-phd-luan dé tam dit trong long
vién da dau tién chon dudi nén cta dinh tuy khong thay
duoc nhung con d6 mang nhiéu y nghia, qua thoi gian.
N6 dinh dap dén bdi canh xa xuwa ctia bai phd Gia Pinh
thdt thi: “Thuwong thay ddt Gia Pinh, tiéc thay ddt Gia
Dinh”, ctabai Hich kéu goi nghia binh ddnh Tay. “Cho
thdy don duwoi Go Cong thdt thii ma tré mdt hai nhau.
Cho nghe bdo trén Bén Nghé phan cu ma danh long theo
moi”. Gia Pinh Bdo phé bién trong nhiéu nim nhing
tin tic: Tu nhan day Pai Hai (ddo Ré-u-ni-6ng) ma
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chét tai d6, c6 mudi nguwdi ndm Dinh Meo. O Con Non,
nidm Mau Thin ¢6 9 ngudi chét. Nha thuong Cho Quan
thang 10 va thang 11 nim 1868 chét 8 nguoi. Nguyén
Vin Thu, 68 tudi & Séc Tring 1én 4n ngay 23-10-1867
ti chung than vé toi lam gidc, chét tai Chg Quén ngay
bi 1én 4n, ldc bi giam. HS Vin Men, 52 tudi & Tan An
bi Ién 4n 20 ndm tu, vao thang 9, qua thang 10 ndm d6
la chét. Truong Tan Pugc lanh an 20 ndm tu, toi lam
gidc, chét ngay 1-10-1868. (Gia Pinh Bdo ngay 1 -1-
1869). S6 ra ngay 1-10-1872 ding trang 4: “Ngay 18
thdng 7 ndm nay, tau buém ché 218 toi nhon 6 ngoai
Pai Hdi vé Sai Gon... Lai c6 3 nguoi dan ba An Nam
tinh nguyén theo chong ciing vé mot lwot. Riii mot ngueoi
10i moi vé la chét”.

Thué 4y, con tim cu D6 Chiéu hoa nhip v6i Bén
Nghé, mdt ma loa ma thdy “Troi Gia Dinh ngay chiéu
rang sdng, am hon theo con béng dc dat do. Pdt Bién
Hoa dém ving tring 1o, oan qui nhém ngon den than
hiu hdt”. Lai thay tan vung bién chau Phi: “Gan Con
Non, xa Pai Hdi mdu thay troi ndi ai nhin. Hang cai dji
buc qudn co, xuong thit rd roi ai cdt”. Cu mat vao cudi
thé€ ky XIX, nhan nidm sinh ctia mot thanh nién xuat sdc
qué & dong bing song Ciru Long. Nguoi thanh nién ay
di hoc truong Mdy Sai Gon, 1am thg & S& Ba Son rdi bi
dua xudng chién ham Phép qua tan Hic Hai, nhung thay
vi nd sing dé citu ché do phong kién Nga hoang thi lai
di cung v6i thiy thi Phap kéo 1én ngon ¢ Cach mang
thang Muoi dang chi duong cho nim chau bén bién va



cac dan toc bi ap bic. Nhan dan ca nuwéc va dic biét
nhéan dan Sai Gon mai hanh dién véi dong tac to 16n ay.

Sai Gon la thwong cang hinh thanh mudn so véi
Thing Long, Pho Hién, Hoi An. O Nam B9, miic sung
tic ctia Sai Gon van tré nii, sau Bién Hoa (Cu lao Pho),
Ha Tién hodc Bai Xau (S6c Tring, gan song clra Hau)
thoi céc chia Nguyén.

Tur vi tri khiém t6n cia mot don Ity goi 1a Pon Dinh,
gin gir ving dat m&i khdn hoang, 1an hdi nho su phat
trién vé nong nghiép & ddong bing Pong Nai rdi dong
biang Ctru Long, lai thém nhiig tién bo k¥ thuat vé hang
hai va hang khong, Sai Gon trd thanh noi giao luu quoc
t€ quan trong, gin chit hitu co v6i cudc diu tranh dung
nudce, gitt nudc va thdng nhat dat nudce cta ca dan toc
mang truyén thong vua Hung trong sw nghiép xay dung
chii nghia x4 hoi, truyén thong kién cuong, lac quan ay
dang phat huy ron rda & thanh phé mang tén Bac, bén
bo Thai Binh Duong, trén nga ba Pong Nam chau A.

Ndam 1979
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LOI NHA XUAT BAN

“Nguoi Sai Gon tiec la nguoi theo phong cdch iing
xik tuong doi ro nét theo kiéu dan... Sai Gon” .

“Nhitng nguoi cw trii & viung noi thanh ngay nay,
hdu hét la ngwoi moi dén trong vong ndm ba chuc ndam,
nhdt la nhitng khu phdé thuong mai, cé t6 tién dén tir
ndm sdu doi, thué Minh Mang, Gia Long, qud la rdt it.
O Phii Nhudn, Xém Ga, Binh Hoa, Rach Cdt... ta gdp
vai tiéng ho xua tir doi ting 10, nhung phan lon mé md
da thdt lac hodc da hot cot, cdi tdng, ching ranh ndam
sinh, tienoi nao dén, nhémo mang réng “tiemién Trung,
Qudng Nam, Binh Pinh hodc Hué” hodc la “Ong c&
toi tir bén Tau qua hon trdm ndm”. No6i chung, nguoi
cii da xiéu tdn, nguwoi moi dén tir mot thé hé hodc doi
muoi ndm, diepc quyén tw hao la “Nguoi Sai Gon” voi
phong cdch phdng phdt chit gi ciia nguoi Sai Gon cil.
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Nguoi mién Bdc, nguoi ngoai quoc, hodc nhitng ai
muén tim hiéu vé phong tuc, tdp qudn, vé cd tinh, vé
phong cdch, nguoi mién Nam néi chung, nguoi Sai Gon
néi riéng; néu doc Pdt phwong Nam ciia Poan Gidi c6
thé biét dwoc vé phirong dién khoa hoc tie nhién, thi Son
Nam, qua cdc tdc phdm Huwong rimg Ca Mau, Pong
béng song Cveu Long - Nét sinh hoat xua, Ddt Gia Dinh
xua ,... ddc biét la Ngwoi Sai Gon sé bdt gdp dwoc mot
lwong thong tin rdt phong phii, da dang vé khoa hoc xa
hoi, hon thé nita, voi sw sdu sdc, nhay cdm ciia mot nha
van sudt doi gdn bo voi mdnh ddt mién Nam, noi tréi
cung van nuoc qua hai cudc khdng chién va xdy dung
chii nghia xa hoi ¢ cd nuéc dén nay, Son Nam da vé ra
dwoc biic tranh toan cdnh vé mién Nam, ddc biét la vé
“Nguoi Sai Gon” dwoi goc canh ddn téc hoc.

Gop thém cdi nhin tinh t& va chdn xdc con ngudi

ciia thanh phé dugc vinh dy mang tén Bdc Hé kinh yéu.

NXB TRE



VAN BE BINH THUONG, DE LY GIAI POI VOI
nguoi Viét Nam ta, Ay th€ ma mot thoi gian dai, thue dan
Phép da nghién cttu va to ra ngac nhién: Tai sao nguoi
Viét Nam tir ddng bing song Hong dén dong bing song
Ctru Long lai thong nhat kho chia ré dé tri? D& quc My
dén lai c6 gay chia ré, ngo ring nguoi Viét Nam & ving
dat moi, phia Nam, c6 thé tha nghich véi nguoi Viét bén
kia vi tuyén do Hiép dinh Genéve tam phan chia. Ciing
mot ti€ng ndi, mot lich s, mot chir viét, nhat 1a cing
mot phong tuc. Sach “Vin Coéng Tho Mai Gia Lé” van
la kim chi nam su6t tir thoi phong ki€n dén thoi thuc
dan vé nhimg nghi 1& hdi, ma chay, phong tuc ngay tét
tdo mo cudi thang chap. Van 1a truyén Kiéu, ca dao,
chir Han chir Nom, lién d6i hoanh phi. Gan giii hon, ta
thdy tho “tién chién”, nhac “tién chién” phan lon xuat
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phét tir bén kia vi tuyén van luu hanh, 1am rung dong
hon bao gi® hét nhitng ngudi & phia Nam, trong hoan
canh dét nudc bi phén ly.

Cau tra 10i don gidn van 1a nguoi & Bién Hoa, Sai
Gon tan phia An Giang, bén kia song Hau déu 1a dan
Ngii Quang, 1am c6t 16i. Ngit Quéng 1a dan Quéng Binh,
Quang Tri, Quang Pic (Thira Thién), Quang Nam,
Quang Ngai, sau thém dinh Binh Khang (Khanh Hoa).
Dan Ngii Quang dén Dong Nai - B&én Nghé xung 1a dan
Hai Huyén, tic 1a hai huyén Phudc Long va Téan Binh,
sau tr¢ thanh Bién Hoa va Gia Dinh. Ho duoc xem la
méiu muyc vé thuan phong my tuc, sang trong, d6i voi
luu dan dén sau, gdm nguoi Binh Dinh, r6i nguoi Trung
Hoa (phan 16n tir mién Nam Trung Hoa du nhap).

Luu dan tap nhap 1an héi s6ng 6n dinh, phi quy sanh
18 nghia. D€ x6a mic cdm 1a luu dan, con chdu thé hé
sau rudc thay day chir Nho tir Nghé An, tir Quing Nam
dén. Lai hoc thém am nhac, sit dung nhac khi ¢& truyén
d€ trd thanh “vin nhan tai t&” ¢6 thé cAm chau khi xem
hat boi, viét cau ddi trong dip 1€ lac va lam tho bét cu.
Dé che giau ngudn gdc, tranh thdm hoa tru di tam toc,
nhat 1a tir sau vu Lé Vin Khoi rdi dén cac phong trao
Thi khoa Huan, Thién hd Duong, tir xwa nhitng nguoi
& Pong Nai va dong bing khong lam gia pha. Nhitng
gia pha con gip duoc déu bién soan & thé hé sau, kém
phan x4c thuc. DE cling gid, mdi “kiéng ho” thudng bién
soan quyén “phi y” nhdm ghi ngay thang cling gid 6ng
c6 ba c6... khong ghi nidm tir tran.



Nguoi Sai Gon tie 1a nguoi theo phong cach tung xt
twong d6i r6 nét theo kiéu dan... “Sai Gon”. D6 1a nguoi
nay khong con cungu & Sai Gon, dé di luu tan khip ving
ddng bing song Ciru Long, 1ap nghiép & vang kinh t€ méi
hoic da trd thanh Viét kidu & nude nao d6. Co thé dé 1a
nguoi Hoa, nguoi Khome, thuwong mén dat Sai Gon, noi
ma ho da c6 nhiéu ky niém vui buén. Khong can rao don
trudc ring nguoi viét bai bit ky ndy mang ning 6c dia
phuong, nhung van dé duoc dit ra dé cuing ban bac, xin
ghi chép vai nét tam goi l1a dé thuong, hodc khé thuong
clia mot quan cu trén dit nuéc. No6i chung, khong riéng
gi Sai Gon ma khip dat nuoc ta, thAm chi ca nhan loai,
con ngudi & ddu ma ching higu khach, yéu doi, chuong
lao dong, nhung chiing toi thit ghi chép nhiing nét dam
nhat khac nhau, mic do liéu luong yéu doi clia timg dia
phuong. Ai da gdp co hdi dé€n nhing vung dit dang md
mang phia Dong Thap Muoi, hin thdy ro nét vé phong
cach nguoi Sai Gon trong nhitng thon xém chuwa dinh
hinh bén canh nhiing nguoi ti Can Giudc, Cai Be, Cao
Lanh dén day l1ap nghiép.

Goi phong cich 1a vai nét dinh hinh, it bién d6i
qua thoi gian ctia nguoi thudc dia phwong nao d6. Thir
kiém ke ly lich nhitng ngudi cw ngu & ving ndi thanh
ngay nay: Hau hét 1a ngudi moi dén trong vong nim
ba chuc nidm, nhét 1a nhimg khu phé thuong mai. C6 t6
tién dén tir nidm sau doi, thud Minh Mang, Gia Long,
qué 1a rat it. & Phd Nhuan, X6m Ga, Binh Hoa, Rach
Cit ta gap vai ki€ng ho xua tir doi ting t6, nhung phan
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16n mo6 ma bi that lac hoidc da hot cot, cai tang, ching
ranh nam sinh, ti noi nao dé€n, nhé mo mang ré“mg “tir
mién Trung, Quang Nam, Binh Pinh ho#ic Hué” hay la
“Ong cO toi tir bén Tau qua hon trdm ndm”. Noi chung,
nguoi cii da xiéu tan, nguoi mdi dé€n chimg mot thé hé
ho#c doi muoi ndm, dugc quyén ty hao 1a “ngudi Sai
Gon” véi phong céach phang phat chut gi cia ngudi Sai
Gon cii. Do dnh hudng clia thé ngoi: cay quit tir xit khac
dem trong dat Sai Gon lan hdi tré nén ngot hay chua.
“Vé queé 4n Tét ... U6c mo 16m, tham kin clia nguoi
Sai Gon. Hoi trudc nam 1975, ké khong dugc vé qué
dn Tét 1a ké... that bai. Bdy gio phuong tién di chuyén
twong do6i dé dang, mic dau gidi xe do tha hd “chém”
hanh khach. Nguoi chong nim nha ba bita tét, dé vo
con vé qué trudc, rdi minh vé sau. Hodc chong va con
vé trudc, ra giéng dén luot vo. Boi vay nhimg ngay dau
nam, tham ban be, it khi gap, 13m nguoi khoa clra nho
nguoi bén canh trong chimg gitm dé ho vé qué, tim lai
cay cau tre, con rach nho, rudng lda chua git xong. Lim
nguoi nhd qué nha ma khong vé duoc, ty bat man voi
ban than minh, déng clra ngii, udng ruou li bi, ching
thém di dao phd, mic cho phdo né vang rén. V& qué vi
cudng run (rén) chua lia, anh em, ho hang, cha me con
& mién qué. Sung sudng nhit van 1a ngudi Can Giudc,
Can Dudc (nay Long An) t6i lui ving Chg Lon - Sai
Gon nhu com bita, lam dich vu buén ban linh tinh, gao
cho nudce song, ngdi uéng ruou dudi chiéc ghe nho, trén
bai bun cau Ong Lanh hoic Rach Cét, #n giao thira &



Sai Gon, nhung hom sau voi chéo chdng vé qué xu dé
kip sdng ming mot Tét thip nhang khin vai dng ba, dn
miéng banh phdng nuéng lira rom, rdi dén gidng Ong
Ngo, noi qué vo ctia cu Pd Chiéu, dé thip nhang va
khong quén mang theo vai lit gao, lit nép ciing ngoi
chiia Tén Thanh; niém hanh dién cta dia phuong. Niém
te hao 1a nguoi tinh Gia Dinh thoi Ty Pic, ong cha da
ching kién tran danh Can Giudc va con chau sau nay
tham gia cudc pha Kham Lén - Sai Gon thoi Phan Xich
Long (1916), nhitng chién si vo6 danh ma xuong c6t da
viii & Dat Thanh Cha, & Pong Tap Tran, ching bao gio
tim duoc, tré thanh dit, d€ 1am nén cho Thanh phd Ho
Chi Minh ngay nay.

“Hoanh Son nhut dai, van dai dung than”. Sdm
truyén ctia Trang Trinh khong phai 1a “mé tin ¢d so”?
Toi nghi thAm nhu vay.

Trang Trinh Nguyén Binh Khiém, ngudi Hai Duong
da chi duong, gay hung phan cho Nguyén Hoang. Vao
phia Nam, m& nude, 1a 16i thoat danh dy nhung gay cén,
ton nhiéu xuong mdu, lai 1a tit yéu lich st.

Nguyén Hoang 1a ngudi Thanh Hoa, Dao Duy T
ciing & Thanh Hoa, qué huong trong dong Pong Son.

Phéi ching dia ly da tac dong dén tam ly va duong
16i chinh tri ma vua chda phong ki€n ap dung cho ving
dat méi. Dat moi, theo nghia cu thé: trong vong nim
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ba thé ky. “Truyén cuoi Thii Thiém” xuat ban & Quang
Nam, trong 16i n6i dau da gidi thiéu khiém ton ring
Quang Nam 1a d4t méi so véi dong bing song Hong va
vung Ngh¢ Tinh.

Theo y t6i, Sai Gon dwgc thé manh, nho vi tri dia
ly kha t6t d€ thiét 1ap bén cang, trai qua nhiéu do dim,
thtr thach. DAt lanh, chim dau.

Sai Gon, cho Bén Thanh chi duoc khing dinh tré nai
sau Kinh Ky (Ha Noi), Pho Hién (Hung Yén), Da Nang,
Cu lao Pho (Bién Hoa), va sau Ha Tién (thoi Mac Clu
rdi Mac Thién Tich). Vao thé ky thi X VIIL, tw ban Tay
phuong 1am 14n, vi tam nhin khong duoc xa, nén danh
gid Con Dao (khong c6 Viing Tau) va Da Nang cao hon
Sai Gon. Theo hi¢p udc ky gitta Ba Da Loc, thay mét
Nguyén Anh (véi hoang tir Canh 1am con tin) va ba tuéc
Mong-mo-ren (Duc de Montmorin) thay mét hoang dé
Phap thi Nguy&n Anh phai nhuong hai miéng méi ngon
1a Con Do va Da Ning; khong nhic t6i Sai Gon, bay
gior con sinh 1y, xa bd bién non 100 ki-16-mét. Thuc
dan Phap chi them thudng An Po va Trung Hoa, dong
dan, 1a thi truomg tiéu thu 16n. Phai tuyén truyén ¢ dong
manh mé va lau dai, mai dén sau Hiép udc 1862, gidi
thuong gia, giéi chi tau vién dwong clia Phap méi khing
dinh sé& c6 mot it quyén loi, trong twong lai, néu chiém
duoc cd Nam Ky, khong cho triéu dinh Hu€ chudc lai
3 tinh mién Pong. Diu sao di nita, Sai Gon ciing sé 1a
céng chi€m vi tri tvong dai tot, sau Singapore va Huong
Cang ma thyc dan Anh da chi€m doat trude.



Ta dang n6i vé dia ly. Ai nhan ra vi tri Sai Gon la
quan trong, dang ké? Nguyén Hiru Canh va Lé Quy
Pon di ca ngoi Ida gao ctia Gia Pinh, cu thé 1a Long
An va viing Cho Gao, My Tho. Nguyén Anh chay vao
Nam, 14n hdi nhan ra tiém ning ctia ving Ba Giong
(bay gid chua 1ay tén 1a ddng bing song Ciru Long).
Thém hién thuc 1am siang mit Nguyén Anh. T Sai
Gon, dé tré vé Hué, dé giao thiép va ciu vién cdc lang
giéng, nhat 1a Thai Lan va mién dudi (Ma Lai). Ba Da
Loc khi bon ba vung vinh Xiém La, nwong nau tai dao
C6 Cot da gip Nguyén Anh dang toi ta, dai bai vi Tay
Son. Hai tén phiéu lvu gidp nhau, khong von liéng, “bit
manh” nhau. Nguyén Anh hy vong nho vién binh Phap
dén ddnh Tay Son, 1di sau d6, sé tré mit. Ba Da Loc
thi sang Phap, hy vong xin dwgc quan cttu vién: sau
do, ké 18 cong lao, hoang t& Canh sé theo dao Thién
Chiia, roi ¢4 nudc Viét Nam try thanh vuong qudc theo
dao Thién Chua. T4i chi€ém Sai Gon 12 muc tiéu chién
lugc. Thira lic Nguyén Hué ban ron viéc gitt gin bién
gi6i phia Bic ctia TS quéc, Nguyén Anh chiém Sai
Gon trude khi c6 vién binh - khong dong cho 1im cla
B4 Pa Loc, gom tir An D¢ vao cira Can Gid!

Tt vi tri kém quan trong, mot don liy, goi Don
Dinh - Sai Gon 1an hoi tr¢ thanh trung tim thuong mai,
sau khi quan Tay Son kéo vao Nam dot pha thuwong
cang quan trong nhit cia Nam B9 1a Cu lao Pho (Bién
Hoa). Gi6i thuong gia nguoi Hoa kéo nhau chay dén
vung nay goi la Cho Lén, roi chua chi quan Tay Son
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lai d6t pha. Sau d6, Cho Lén dwge khoi phuc, voi
tiém nidng méi: gom lia gao phia dong bing song Ctru
Long dé xudt khiu, ban tré lai nhitng hang tiéu dung.
Sai Gon (B&n Nghé) gén bo hitu co véi Cho Lén. Cho
Lon 1a kho hang, Sai Gon 1a noi tap trung co quan
hanh chanh, quan sy va nha ctta quan lai. Thoat tién,
Nguyén Anh goi Sai Gon 1a “Gia Dinh Kinh”, theo
nghia kinh thanh, kinh ky. Sau khi chi€ém duoc Hué,
tén goi nay khong con nita. Gia Long 1én ngdi, Sai
Gon trd thanh tinh ly s& cia Thanh Gia Dinh. Theo
co ch€ doi Gia Long, Gia Binh Thanh twong duong
voi Nam B0, cai quan cdc trdn & mién Dong va phia
dong bing. Poi Minh Mang, sau khi Lé Vin Duyét
mat, vua ra lénh giai tan cAp Thanh, ddi tran ra tinh,
truc thudc trung wong Hué.

Trong cdc vi tong tran Gia Dinh Thanh, Lé Vin
Duyét ndi bat hin. La ngudi it hoc, cay cong pho Nguyén
Anh, ho Lé khinh 1on vua Minh Mang,va da chong lai
vua Minh Mang n6i ng6i cha. L& Vin Duyét da dé lai
nhiéu d&u an sdu dam. Nhu 12 ph6 vuong (vua cla dia
phuong), 6ng dugc quyén tién trdm hau tau, ty y xay
thanh cao, dao hao sau, thanh nay trudc kia do ¢6 van
Phép vé so do, voi qui mo 1on, dé phong quan Tay Son.
Lai c0 y cho tau buon nuéc ngoai ra vao Sai Gon, dé dai
v6i nguoi theo dao Thién Chia, mua ban véi Campuchia.
Vi tdng tran ho Lé chl truong dung nap luu dan, dong
thoi té ra nghiém khic, bao vé ky cuong xa hoi. D6i véi
ti nhan tir Bic va Trung Bo bi luu day vao doi Minh



Mang, thay vi dua ho vao chon rimg sau nuéc doc, lam
viéc khd sai, ho Lé dung nap, t6 chiic thanh nhiing don
vi than tin riéng biét.

Chanh sach tam goi la khai phong nay méc nhién
chong lai duong 16i trung wong tap quyén, bé quan tda
cang. Minh Mang lo ngai, kiéng né, nhung ngay sau khi
ho Lé mat thi ché d6 “Thanh” véi chiic cu tdng tran bi
gidi thé, ving Sai Gon chi con 1a mot tinh ly clia tinh
Gia Pinh nhu hang chuc tinh khac, trong ca nudc. Lai
bay chuyén tra thu, béu ban 4n x4u 1én phan mo ho Lé;
vi vay xay ra cudc ndi day ctia Lé Vin Khoi véi thanh
phan chl y&u 1a quan si géc ti pham noi trén.

Ta khing dinh: Sai Gon vuon 1én nhe mot cang
quan trong, dat mitc phdon vinh 1a do coéng xay dung
dau tién ctia Lé Vian Duyét. Bai phi C6 Gia Pinh, va
Gia Dinh Thanh Téng Chi déu mo ta sinh hoat tip nap
ctia cho Bén Thanh (Bén tic 1a cang) doc theo duong
Ton DPiic Thing, mé song Sai Gon ngay nay, ron rip tau
bu6n nudc ngoai, va nhitng thiy thi ngudi da tring, da
mau. Thoi phong kién nha Nguyén, chanh sach b& quan
tda cang, duoc hiéu véi noi dung rat cu thé. Nha nude
va s quan lai chuyén trach ndm doc quyén xudt nhap
cang, qua trung gian nguoi Hoa. Nhing quan lai nay
ching dugc ra nuwéc ngoai, nguoi Hoa thi duoc quyén.
Nguoi budn ban 1au thué véi nude ngoai, hodc nhiing
nguoi 1én di thuyén ra nudc ngoai dé ban gao, mua
thudc phién, v.v... déu bi trimg tri ning né, tdi danh ay
goi la “gian thuong”.

o



Sau cudc khoi binh ctia Lé Vian Khoi, dén doi Thiéu
Tri, qua Ty Diic, vang Sai Gon phuc héi sinh hoat nhung
suy thodi so véi thoi trude. Thue dan Phap dén, danh thanh
Gia Dinh ndm 1859; ndm sau, lic quan si triéu dinh va dan
cong dang dép liy Chi Hoa thi gidc cho mé cang Sai Gon
dé€ ban chuit it Ida gao, 14y chién tranh nuoi chién tranh.

Ngudi Sai Gon mang phong cach ctia dan bén cang,
ttr thoi nha Nguyén, lién tuc dé€n nay. Dan gian goi cang
la bén tau. Phap dén, m& thém cang dudng séng véi
tuyén tau thily dn Ién Phnom Pénh, Bién Ho, Ha Lao,
vung song Tién, song Hau. Xe 6td chay 1én Phnom Pénh,

sonNAM  ra Ha Noi. Sau ndm 1930. Sai Gon c6 san bay Tan Son

Nouor  Nhiit, 16i xe Itra di Ha Noi.
SAIGON Cang Sai Gon, ndm sau trong dat lién, 1am chtc ning
mot hai cang, voi tién tram 12 Viing Tau. Néu doi cang
ra Viing Tau, sat bo bién, dé boc x€p hang hoéa, chi bat
loi 1a kho phong tha, gidc danh chi€ém dé dang. Nhung
theo su khao sat ctia ngudi Phép, néu dit cang & Viing
Tau thi thoi Ay phai gdp van dé nan gidi: thi€u nuéc ngot
dé cung cip cho dan s6 ngay cang dong.

Nguoi Sai Gon bi sinh hoat cang 16i cudn truc ti€p
hodc gian ti€p. Cang & noi yén tinh, khong phai nao vét,
mua ning hai mua, gan nhu ching c6 thién tai, thinh
thodng gip giong mua, ciy bén duong nga d6, dit day
den, nha xay dung so sai bi sap, nudc tran ong cong,
khong thodt ra song kip thoi. Ching ai chét vi nuc, vi
gia rét. P6 1a mot trong nhiéu ly do gidi thich tai sao
con nguoi & day hay lang phi, it chiu lo xa.



Nhung tiac dong ma hién nay ta con thiy & ngudi
Sai Gon van 1a do thuc dan Phép, v6i kiéu sinh hoat dat
thuoc dia. So voi Hai Phong, Da Néng, Sai Gon chiu
4ch cai tri ciia Phap sém hon, d&én gan mot phan tw thé
ky. Da c6 giGi phu boc x&p bén cang ngay khi vua Ty
Dtc con song, khi bén Phap con hoang d€ Na-phé-luan
dé Tam. Nién giam Nam Ky nam 1900, da ghi cac Toa
lanh su cia Anh, Puc, Nhat, Ha Lan, Bi, Dan Mach,
Na Uy, Thuy Si, Nga (thoi Sa Hoang), My, Uc...dit tai
Sai Gon, thi do ciia Nam Ky.

Thoi khang Phéap, chong My, Sai Gon duoc thuc
dan nang 1&n lam thi do6 clia nuéc Viét Nam doc lap
gid hiéu, v6i bo may dan ap khéng 10, séng phon vinh
gia tao, quen hudng thu. Cudi thé€ ky thi XIX danh diau
budc ngodt quan trong ciia Sai Gon. Sw phdng dinh don
so cua thyc dan thoi 4y 1a chi dan dang tin cay nhut:
khoang 100.000 dan, ké ludn phia Chg Lén, c6 1€ tinh
tir 18 tudi trd 1én, khong ké dan ba con gai, vi giéi nay
khong chiu suu thu€. Gidc khing bo, dot phd, bay gio
dan ciing ty y dot nha. Nguoi tn cw chua it da hdi cu,
sau khi gidc tai 1ap trat tw. Ngudi dé€n Sai Gon dot sau
phan 16n 1a dan tr mién Dong, tir Luc Tinh chay gidc
ddi ving, hodc ham tim sinh k& v6i dich vu méi. Dan
s0 Sai Gon cit ting nhanh ting dot, khong phai vi bung
nd ma do sinh dé tuy tién. Nguoi Hoa, nguoi tir Bic Bo,
Trung Bo dén. Ngay nhitng ndm kinh t& khing hoéng
sau 1930, dan Sai Gon van bam dat ma chiu dung qua
ngay. Rdi nhay vot dan sd thoi khang Phap, chong My,




vi mién qué bi bom dan lai pha hop v6i giai doan phat
trién moéi cla tw ban Tay phuong, hang héa tir nudc
ngoai du nhap nhiéu, thém dich vu lién quan dén sy c6
mit clia quan doi vién chinh Phap, My.

Ngudi & Sai Gon tir doi ba th€ hé (tir cudi thé ky
thit XIX, tham chi tir ndm 1945) 1an hoi s6ng dinh hinh,
trAm tinh, nhung lai phai chiu tic dong cia moi nguoi
méi dén, nguoi tan cu mang tam trang khac hin véi

2

“luu dan” thoi chia Nguyén va nha Nguyén. “Dat cii
dai ngudi moi”, dai la dai ngd. Nhiéu nguoi cii da thua
cudc, lui ra ngoai 0, trong khi vai ngudi méi dén tir 1954,

SONNAM  1dm toan tinh, liéu mang hon, lai thing trong viéc chi€ém

Nouol it bidng va phd xd & noi thanh.
SAIGON Khong phai lac dé khi nhic dén nguoi Phép va so it
nguoi Au da xudt hién rat som tai Sai Gon, tir cudi thé
ky thit XIX. Phan 16n, ho 1a lvu dan dén xit la tim co
hoi 1am kinh t€. That bai ciing nhiéu, thanh cong rat it.
Nhung that bai van 1a “lam cha thién ha”, v6i cin phd
té 1dm ciing & Pa Kao, sdng trimg ga chién, trua 4n thit
bo, t6i udng ruou, khiéu vii, 1dm nguoi Phap bi sa 1y
tai thudc dia vi ba con bén qué x qua ngheo; & Sai Gon
nh¢ budn lau it chit thude phién, ho tam séng, bon canh
sat dau sao ciing né nang. Tai nghia dia Phap, trudc khi
gidi tda, ta gdp nhiéu nAm mo 1& 16i, bia mo phai, hang
rao st ri sét, clia gi¢i luu dan nay.

Nguoi Au qua dot diu, cudi thé ky XIX c6 thé 1a
ngudi goc Ai Nhi Lan (Ireland) chay d6i qua Vién Dong,
xin chiic kiém 1am rdi buon lau cay gb, c6 nguoi goc



My da theo chan quan doi vién chinh Phép, khin dat
thd cu, rdi ban lai, nhu truong hop mot phéng vien da
sang nhuong mit bang nay la nha tho Huyén Si. Nhiéu
nhut van 1a thwong gia Anh, thuong gia Diic, g&i xwong
tan & dat Thanh Tay (nghia dia ngudi Au) trude Pé
nhtt thé chi€n, ho mang theo von li€éng lam &n to hon
thuong gia Phap.

Diéng néi 1a nguoi Phap. Ho khing dinh Nam Ky 1a
thudc dia dé khai thac, boc 16t (colonie d’exploitation),
noi khi hau khic nghiét, hai sttc khde, dé dau gan, chét
non, ¢t vo vét cho day tdi tham roi tré vé Phap ma
dudng nhan, nhu mot kiéu tiéu thuong, trung nong.
Da s6 thuc dan hoi cudi thé ky thit XIX, theo chan
bon hai quan déu 1a dan mién bién, khong phai 1a dan
thanh thi. Uy thé 1ay lirmg hang dau 1a giGi thuong gia
& cang Bot - dd (Boerdeaux), mién Tay Nam nudc
Phép, timg tich cuc yém trg' quan doi vién chinh. Ho
thuc giuc bon nghi si tranh ddu tai nghi truong Phap,
chong lai viéc st bo Phan Thanh Gian xin chudc ba
tinh mién Pong. Dong ho “anh em D& - Ni” (Denis
Fréres) da timg khai thac nhitng tuyén hang hai trudc
khi Phap danh Nam Ky, hy vong sé& gitt uy thé€ & tuyén
Pong Nam chau A, sim tau thuyén riéng. Ho dit tru
s& noi sang trong nhit, dau duong Ca-ti-na (nay la
Doéng Khéi), phia gin mé song; doi chau noi bam giir
cong ty mai dén 1975, ngay Giai phong.

Thuong gia Anh, Diic, lic dAu nim nganh nhap cang
vai bd, may xay xat, nh¢ von dem tir chdanh quoc va




Huong Cang, Singapore sang. Sai Gon la x& nhiét doi,
khéc véi Angiéri, ving Bic chau Phi, noi dé tréng nho,
lién lac voi chanh quéc theo con duong ngén nhiit.

Nhitng nim chuyén tiép, dau thé ky XX, vién Toan
quyén Pu-me (Doumer) dua sang Pong Duong noéi
chung va Sai Gon néi riéng nhiéu vi canh, tao phe nhém,
kiéu phuong hoi, bao che nhau, gianh doc 1ap quyén
chinh tri va kinh t€.

No6i dai dong vé nguoi Phap 1a dé€ nhan manh dén
tac dong truc ti€p ctia ho dén giGi cong chic, thuong gia
va ludn cd gi¢i binh dan Sai Gon. Nén ké thém nhimg

SONNAM ~ nguoi qué & ddo Cot (Corse) mién Nam nudc Phap,

NGuol  ving nghéo nan, véi rimg choi va doi niii, trong duoc
SAI GON nho, thém chin nudi. Pén Sai Gon, ho nim phan 16n
quan ruou, thém ban bi-da, ban thic dn. Ban bé quen
than dé&n, ranh mach phan dai khach, mién phi, phan
no, phai trd. Nhiéu ngudi Viét thich 1am cong cho ho,
goi “boi ban, bdi don ban”, 1an hdi quen s6ng theo luat
“giang h6” nhu chd. Nguoi bdi dn cép ruou, dem ban
& ngoai chang? Khi phat hién qua tang, chi kéo nguoi
boi vao phong riéng, khoa cira lai, tha hd danh dam, sau
do, cho tién thudc thang diéu tri, nghi vai ngay, van dn
luvong, rdi ti€p tuc lam viéc, khong bao gior dudi, cudi
nim van linh tién thudng. Ching bao gid ho nhd canh
sat dén lap bién ban, dwa ra toa.

Noi ban rugu va thiic dn, goi ban “ca phé”, danh cho
nguoi Phap, moc dai theo duomg Ca-ti-na, trung tam Sai
Gon, thém hiéu dn nhau phia Cho Lén. Nhiéu phong



danh cho géi dn choi, v6i gia cao. Vira uéng ruou, thuc
khach tha hd danh bai. Nguoi Phap cong chiic hodc tw
chitc byuc trung lam viéc ta ta khong lwoi khong siéng,
ho giai thich 1a do anh hudng ctia khi hau nhiét doi.
Theo séch v&, viing nhiét d6i 1a thé gidi riéng biét, voi
binh tat nhiét d6i, thao moc, cay trai nhiét déi, duc tinh
ngudi nhiét déi. Mt troi moc, ho van tiép tuc ngd lim
dim (ngl nuéng) xem nhu kiéu gidi tri tho mong. Tam
gi® sang, ho thic day, uéng ngay tach ca phé den, huit
thudc 14, 4n diém tam tai phong hodc ra quin, dén s&
lam. Gan tan budi lam, ho vé truéc chimg nira gid, muoi
phiit, ra quén, vira uéng vira dn rat lau, doc bao trong
lic nhai thic dn; gdp ban bé lai uéng thém, néi chuyén
khao. D&én mot gid trua, ho vé phong, nam gidy lat cho
khde (ngl trwa dé sanh binh, d6i voi ho) r6i udng ca
phé, dén s& lam. Chiéu tan s&, mit troi con cao, ho trdy
lai quan, uong ruou, danh bai, dn lai rai, thut bi-da, ct
nhu vay dén nira dém hoic hon nira dém, trd vé phong
ngt mot giac dai dén bay tam gio sang. Trix nhimg nguoi
kha gia, sim biét thy v6i boi bép riéng, phan 16m nguoi
Phap 1ay duong pho va quan dn lam nha. Ho muén mot
nguoi boi, sai vit. Néu dang tin cay, khi thuyén chuyén
xudng tinh 18, tham chi khi vé Phdp nghi phép, ho cling
ddt nguoi nguoi boi di theo. Trong trudng hop vé ludn
bén Phép; ho gidi thiéu nguoi boi voi ban be hoic hiéu
dn quen thudc, 1dm khi dén d4p cho nguoi lam cong
no so tién kha to. Mot nguoi Phéap doi xir hung bao véi
ngudi lam cong, tat tai, ddm da, trir tién Iwong khi so




suat trong cong viéc; nhung mot s6 khac thich d6i xir
“sang trong”, theo kiéu gia trudng, ban on cho dan ban
xtt. Vi vay, nhiéu nguoi 1am bodi ca ngoi phong céch clia
ngudi Phap, tam goi 12 “dan chi”, so véi ngudi dién chi
hodc bon cuong hao ac ba & nong thon. Vi tac phong gia
trudng, ngudi Phap thich bao che cho bdi bép, khi ho
giy g6 voi nguoi khac, ngoai duong. Gidi bdi bép hoi
dau thé ky duoc chid cap cho quyén sé riéng tam xem
nhu “gidy cin cudc dic biét”, nho d6, duge bon canh
sat né nang, gip truong hop ric rdi véi phap luat, 1dm
khi nguoi chi dé€n “bao lanh”. Pay la giai doan nguoi

Phap m&i dén, vi vay dan gian ché bai “thidng di€m don
SONNAM

—  ban cho Tay” cay th€; dén giai doan sau, gi¢i boi bép
sA’\|‘ %%?\II khong con dwoc vu tién ve phéap ly. M6t thoi, linh ma-
ta kiéng né gidi nay, ho pha phach chom x6m, té chic
song bac, song kiéu du con.

Cong chiic bac trung, nhat 1a & xi nghiép ctia Phéap
13m khi duoc cht nhan d6i x{ twong d6i “dan chii” mién
12 1am viéc tot, nghiém tic. So véi bon cai tdng & thon
qué, 16 1 nhimg ngudi chi Phap doi x& d& chiu. O s&
cong, c6 luong huu tri, c6 hoi ddng ky luat. O s& tw, vé
hinh thic thi hanh luat lao dong, qui dinh bdi thuong
trong truomg hop bi sa thdi vi bét cong nhan; hodc dudi
thinh linh vi chi khong vira y. Mot s6 cong tu chiic, vé
gia, 1dm khi khen ngoi kiéu lam cong cho Phép, duong
nhu “binh dezlng, dan cha”.

Lim nguoi Phap trung luu thich rii ren vai nhan vién
hop diéu nghé dé cung nhau 4n udng, gidi tri ngay chi
nhat, danh bac, sin bdn, choi Viing Tau.



Nguoi An chuyén nghé cho vay bac, cho muén phd
nhung ching gay duoc cam tinh. Phai ching c6 su cich
biét vé ton gido, tiy An gido hodc Hdi gido ma cit thit
bo hoic thit heo. Nguoi cho vay t6 ra cing rin doi voi
con no hodc ngudi muén phd. Con no that hia thi tai
san, lwong bdng 1ap tiic bi sai ap, khong chiit tinh cam.
Gitta nguoi An véi nhau, ¢6 su ky thi, va hang rao chat
ché vé déng cap, giau ngheo, huyét thong, dong ho. Thuc
dan Phdp danh nhidu wu tién cho nguoi An géc & cac
nhuong dia Phap nhu Bombay, Chadernagor, ho nhap
qudc tich Phap, v6i cap bing thi dé lam chic luc su,
canh sét, 1dm khi hong hdch véi nguoi Viét. Nguoi An,
tang 16p ngheéo, séng 14n 16n v6i 1op nghéo thanh thi.
Cuéi thé ky thit XIX, ho chuyén nghé danh xe ngua chd
khach, vé sau, chuyén nuéi bo, nudi dé, 1dm nguoi cudi
vo Viét, song khiém ton voi nghé doc déo 1a nau ca-ri
ma ngudi Viét ua thich, 1dm khi ty nau dé€ cing kiéng
trong ngay gid, dip tiéc tung: cay, béo, thom, lai rat tiét
kiém, chan com, dn v&i bin, banh mi, khong chira mot
giot. Vai ngudi An song qud khiém t6n v6i nghé bén
dau rang, banh ré€, mui vi doc ddo. Nguoi An wa kinh
doanh nganh van tai duong song, sdm tau thiy c& nho,
hodc dau gia bén do, ddu gia thu€ hoa chi & chg, mudn
nguoi Viét hodc dich than ho thau gop.

bang chi y, gi6éi binh dan Viét Nam wa thich An
gido, thong qua chua Ba, tho nit thin Maryamanne, ma
nguoi Viét xem nhu Ba Pen, titc 1a ba Linh Son Thanh
Maiu & nii Pién Ba (Tay Ninh), hanh huong vao dau




thang Giéng. Sau cudc hanh huong dy, ai muén khan
cau, ta on thi dén chua Ba & duong Truong Dinh noéi
trén. Khan vai ntr thin ciia An gido, xin xdm chit Han
do nguoi Viét ban xdm, chua nay (ding ra goi 1a dén)
mai xay cat tir khoang nam 1885, nhd sang nhugng lai
mit bing clia ngdi mi€u nhd ma truéc d6 nguoi Viet
tho Linh Son Thanh MAu. Nguoi An tho nit thdn mang
tén khac, nhung nguoi Viét van dé dai, xem nhuw ba tho
sau nay ciing 1a mot dang ba tho lic trude.
Gan giii voi nguoi Viét van 1a ngudi Hoa. Lai van
dé giai cap ro rét. Thiéu s6 tai phiét nguoi Hoa, goc
SONNAM  Singagore hodc Huong Céang dua von ra cho tay sai

Ncuor  kinh doanh & Sai Gon - Cho Lén tir cudi the ky XIX, ho
SAIGON ting thu nhap duoc kinh nghiém lam an véi ngudi Tay
phuong tir trude, di di vé vé dé kiém soat, dit phuong
an kinh doanh. Gi6i nay, cling nhu gidi qui tdc Phap
trong ban quén tri clia ngan hang, ctia don dién cao su,
rét it tiép xdc voi ngudi Viét; ho giao du véi cac quan
ctia Bo Thuoc dia, ctia phit Toan quyén, phtt Thong doc.

Trong pham vi bai nay, chi dé cap d&n nguoi Hoa
“luu dan”, chinh ho ciing bi giGi tai phiét boc 10t. Song
noi xit la qué nguoi, ho thich ing dé dang, dong thoi gin
gitr ban sic dan toc. Ngay Tét, tét Trung thu, nhang dén,
doi diia dn com, cong rau, miéng thit heo, déu c6 ho gép
phan. Cuéi vo Viét, qua nhiéu thé hé, con céi trd thanh
ngudi Viét, ho hoa nhap vao cong dong nguoi Viét &
Sai Gon - Cho Lén qua dich vu xe do, ghe tai, tau do,
tich cyc quyén tién tring tu chiia, miéu ctia nguoi Viét,



xem nhu dap nghia v6i phan dat ma ho nuwong ndu, ciu
mong phat dat.

Thoi Phap thudc, nguoi Hoa va nguoi An hudng quy
ch& vu dai hon nguoi Viét, nhw 1a “nguoi chau A khong
phai Viét”, c6 quyén glii tién vé chanh quoc, dugc vé
thim chanh qudc dé dang, mién quan dich (Asiatiges
étrangers). Nhung nhiéu nguoi Hoa ching bao gio sit
dung quyén ay vi: “Ngheéo qud, khong co tién vé bén
Tau”.

Nguoi Sai Gon thoi trude thuong thay ddi nghé
nghiép, thay d6i noi cu trd. Mot s6 dd an phan v&i sinh
k&, lam cong chiic hodc tu chitc dugc xem nhuw 1a gidi
ti€u tu sdn trung luu, thuong truc tiép giao thiép véi
ngudi Phap, nén dn uéng sanh diéu, thich doc bdo chir
Phép roi giai thich cho gi¢i binh dan nghe. Dong bac
Dong Duong trong thoi gian dai duoc dn dinh, vi vay,
ho séng thodi mai, uéng rugu chat nhap cang, vo & nha
c6 thé... danh bai ti sic (thoi trude 1945), nim ba dira
con c6 thé theo buc trung hoc dé rdi tiép tuc nghé cao
gidy. Nhay bén ve tin tic, khi dung, khi sai, ho gay duoc
su tin cdy trong khu pho vé chinh tri. N6i chung, ho giit
liém si, tranh 1am mat long chom x6m, trong moi dip
ma chay hon I€ tuy t8 chitc don so, vain c6 mit. Goi la
phong cach binh dan ctia nguoi dang hoang! Phai chiang
day 1a tam trang hon nhién ctia nguoi di xa qué, tim lai
st &m 4p “lang giéng gan hon ba con xa”.

Dau tir hdi ndm 1930 vé sau, nguoi Sai Gon da quen
thudc voi bong dang anh ky gid, mdi sang ngdi quan




binh dan, udéng ca-phé den, tro chuyén va hoéi han tin
tiic, nghe 10i khen ché clia gi6i lao dong. Ngoi bén anh
ky gia la anh kéo xe kéo, anh phu khuan vic, 1& duong
c6 chi ban chdo long. Va ngdi chdm hdm bén chan anh,
ludn c6 nu cuoi clia cau bé danh gidy. Béi vay, khi nghe
tin ngudi ky gid bi chii bio dudi, that nghiép tam thoi,
hoic bi bit vé toi... “lién can chinh tri” thi moi nguoi
déu xtic dong. Gin bo v6i gi6i binh dan thi bao méi ban
chay, khong 16 1. Phai nhic nh& vé doi song cha gioi
lao dong, doi hoi “dién, nudc” cho x6m nha 14, chong
viéc dudi dat, dudi nha. Rii nhu béo ban €, it ra cling
SONNAM  ra vé “mi dan”, vé tranh cham biém vé dé tai chd linh

Nouor phi-lich” cam cay dui cui ruot theo mot chi ban hang
SAIGON rong! Trd lai thoi gian twong d6i xa xuwa hon, ta thiy
Pd Chiéu 1a nha tho ctia binh dan, soan Luc Van Tién
nham danh thiic “hao khi Dong Nai - B&én Nghé”, “giita
duong dau thady bat binh ma tha”, nuéc mat nha tan,
khong dugc tu do, Itng khimg. Luc Van Tién tr¢ thanh
mot dang “hat boi dan gian”, khong can dao kép chuyén
nghiép. Ctt ndm nha, doc I1én cho con chéu, nguoi hang
xém nghe, voi giong khi trim khi béng. Nguoi mu néi
tho Luc Van Tién da quyén rit dugc bao nhiéu ban hang
tiéu thuong chg Cau Ong Lanh; dén thudng thiic rdi ting
chut it tién, tham chi ké si cling dén tan thudng gidy lat,
khong khi &m dp, hoa hop véi cong dong. Nguoi mu tir
Quang Nam, Binh Dinh dén tim sanh k& dé dang & Sai
Gon, diéu “ndi tho Van Tién” sém dinh hinh, m6 phdng
giong “ho bai choi” ctia mién Trung.



That 1a mot thi€u s6t dang trach néu khong nhic dén
Tran Chanh Chi€u, timg lam hét sitc minh cho Cudc
Minh Tan (phong trao Duy Téan), mot thoi ram rod tir
Bic chi Nam; cht soai 1a cu Phan Boi Chau, by gio
chii truong ddi méi vé phong tuc, vé cach suy nghi (theo
hé quan cht 1ap hién ctia Lwong Khéi Siéu). Tam muoi
nim trude, trén bdo Luc Tinh Tédn Vdn s6 42, ra ngay
3-9-1908, ho Tran da viét bai noi 1&én than phan ctia ndong
dan, ta dién, mic dau ong 1a dién cha va phong trao Duy
Tan chi nhidm dong vién gi6i dién chil, cong chiic, sinh
trudng & Rach Gi4, cho nhd phia Tay T quoc, 6ng da
om ap gidc mo 1én. D€ hoat dong, dong phai Ién tan Sai
Gon. Vé tho doi Puong, nhic tén Ly Bach va D6 Pha
1a tam dd4. Nhung Tran Chanh Chi€u da dan ching mot
nha tho it ai biét, Nhi€p Di Trung, vGi bai Mdn Nong
ma ong ghi 14 Mdang Nong. Tran Chanh Chiéu theo Tay
hoc, nhap Phép tich tir nim 1887, dé 14y thé diing, kho
bi bit bé nhu nguoi bdn xit (dan thuodc dia). Bai 14y nhan
dé “Nhi ngoat mai tan tw. Ngii ngoat khiéu tdn coc”,
nguyén van nhu sau:

“Nguoi Nhiép Di Trung lam bai tho Mang Nong co
cau tho rang: Thdng Hai bdn to méi, thdang Nam bdn
lvia sém, cdt thit vd ghé, nghia la do ngdt vay ché kho
ciing hoan kho.

“Thuong hai cho dan nghéo ra than di lam td dién,
Vi trong tay khong nghé sdn nén méi chui duc do gidc,
néi tiéng lam ruong, cho ky trung di kiém dn cho qua

ngay thdang. Lam rudng gi ma man nhit dai khong co dw




SONNAM

NGUO!
SAI GON

mat hot lia dinh tay, 1é thi 3 ndm lam mdéi c6 mot ndm
thiéu an c6 dau hut trucc thiéu sau, lia gdt vita roi da
di lanh rugng giao, lang cong cdy, cong phdt.

“Mot ndm 12 thdng, lam rupng thiét sw c6 4,5 thdng,
con 7,8 thdng dw linh lam nghé chi? Vi khéng cé nghé
trong tay nén maoi ri nhau ddnh co cho, hodc di coi
ddnh co bac, cha 16t mon qudn rdch do.

“Thuong 0i, dot ddt hon cd tom, vung vé hon trun
dé. Ddan nudc khdc tiéc téi gio téi phiit nhw tién bac,
ddn nwoc minh phi ngay thdng nhu nudc troi.

“Udng thay tir gia dén tré, tie nam dén ni¢ déu ludng
nhiing dém ngay. Nghe ai cho vay thi mitng hon hé, héi
roi nao lo trong trd? Vi vo nghé nghiép nén maoi sanh
té trong xit nhuw thé. Lam nguoi phdi biét thuong cdi thé
dién ctia minh.

“Ké thuwong qué huwong phdi hét siic gilip cho nén
cong nghiép thi c6 ngay trie ddng viéc dinh tré moi to
bay truoc do”.

Truong hop cia chi si Nguyén An Ninh la chuyén
dé 16m. Pay chi néi vé tac phong clia nguoi tri thic da
nhap than vao gi¢i binh dan, dién hinh nhiit 1 viéc ong
di ban “dau cu 1a An Ninh”, ki€u ban hang rong, trong
x6m lao dong. Dip Tét, ong bay gian hang bén hong
chg Bén Thanh (kiéu gian hang dua hau, keo banh) dich
than dng duing chao hang trudc dong bao lao dong. Mot
nguoi duong thoi da mo ta:

“Ong (Nguyén An Ninh) ngudi chit yé&u, nho thé
thao, nho di xe dap, nho chiu cyc ma méi khode duoc.



Ong than hién c6 binh bai, dang ngdi rii & nha dich tw
dién Khang Hi. Ong Ninh c6 chiu c4i binh di truyén ay
nhiéu it... Thé ma 6ng ghét ddm thanh nién 4n mic sung
suong, di ra nira budc da ngdi xe, dng mudn bay ra mot
céch sanh hoat tyr do, ma “can lao” nhw dan di Iam rimg
riy; quan 4o vai bo, chiéc noép, day com, bau nudc, roi
1a ménh mong dau cing 1a nha. Ong néi: & trong nha
ong thay keéo cot né dé 6ng, ong khong chiu duoc! Ong
lai cting hay hat cau: “La terre entiére appartient aux
vagabonds” . Dich ring: “Mot bdu thé gici ménh mong,
danh riéng cho ké bénh bong phiéu luu” . TOi nghiép
thay, nhitng nguoi giu gid trong nha”.

Vé vin chuong, thi phi (thoi xua goi tho tudng,
truyén tich), tinh binh dan phai ré nét thi méi thu hit
dugc doc gia. Truong Vinh Ky, nha hoc gia c6 tim co
trong bdi canh Sai Gon cudi thé ky thit XIX da gay
duoc sy mén md nhd phong céch binh dan, 4o dai den,
di giay ham &ch, khin dong, dic biét 1a hot toc, tuy ti€p
xtc thuong xuyén véi ngudi Phap. Cham ngdn ciia 6ng
l1a “Thuwong bd nhdt tam hanh chdnh dao” rit tix luan
ly Khdng Manh, duoc hiéu 1a quan diém “chanh dao”,
tuy thoi, thanh that. Bai tho sau cung cia 6ng nhim tu
phan xét: “Hoc thitc goi tén con sdch ndt. Cong danh
rot cudc cdi quan tdi... Cuén sé binh sanh, cong voi toi.
Tim noi thadm phdn dé thira khai”. Duong thoi, Truong
Vinh Ky khong xin nhap qudc tich Phap, chd trong viéc
gi¢i thiéu nhitng gi thich hop véi gidi binh dan va trung
lwu: Truyén Kiéu, Luc Van Tién, Gia Dinh Thdt Thii,




Vinh tho Me day con, bai phi Hoc tro nghéo, Chuyén
doi xuwa, Chuyén khoi hai. Trong tap san “Thong logi
khéa trinh”, 6ng ghi chép nao ca dao, ciu thai do, giai
thich tuc 1& nguoi Viét, suu tam nhiéu bai phd, bai ve.
Huynh Tinh Cia di sao luc 4ng vin limg danh ctia P
Chiéu “Van té& nghia si Can Giudc”, 6ng du hiéu bai
4y khong c6 1oi cho thyc dan. Ngoai chuyén giai budn,
con Pai Nam Qudc Am Ty Vi, &n hanh nim 1896, mot
cong trinh dang ké vé khdi luong va chét lugng, ghi
lai 10i &n ti€ng noi clia moi gidi & ving Dong Nai (qué
ong & Ba Ria). Nhiing ti€ng 16ng, ti€ng thong dung ma
SONNAM  cdc nha “bac hoc” mai dén nay con do du, chua ghi

Nouol  Vao tw dién van c6 mit trong quyén tw vi nay: banh
SAIGON hdi, mudi hai mu ba, muoi ba dic thiay, bong bong
(bita thdy bong bong che trdng I6p); thi du nhu & chir
“trau”, nao tha trau, cam trau, ra can trau, danh nhu
danh trau, bt va mot trau... Huynh Man Dat, Cit Tri,
Thi khoa Huan duoc nhic nhd, nho tho ca mang tinh
binh dan, dé tiép thu.

Khong dénh ké da that thé, “té ngua”. C6 13i, hé
xin 16i thanh that, thi ban bé thong cam, bd qua. Da 1a
ban, néi chuyén binh ding, wa nguoi dan binh thuong,
khong wa ké xung chiic tude, quan quyén. Nguoi giau
phai gitr thai do khiém ton trudc ban be, ty xem nhu
“ké nha nghéo” nhung c6 nhiéu tién hon ban ma thoi.



Nhiéu rang budc phong kién da bi x6a, khong nhu viéc
lam ruéng ngay nao & nong thon.

Tinh nghia ban bé gin bé hitu co v6i sinh k&, tao su
can bing vé tam than, khién nguoi tha phuong b6t nhé
nha. “O dau ta c6 nhiéu ban beé la qué hwong ta ¢ do”.
Tin vao ban, lam cho ban tin cdy minh. S6ng vi ban,
nhan xét ban qua cam tinh.

O khu vyc giao luu, d& tim ban b, vi ban tim dén ta
va phéi tim dén nha ban. “Ba con mot xi&”, do tinh c&
nhin ra: nguoi cung sinh quén, cing mot dong song, cho
lang. Dip dam gid, dn day thang cho con, dam cudi, mic
dau ban hoc hanh it, quan 4o 16i thoi, phai moi dén, tran
trong, danh riéng chd ngdi, nhu nguoi trong gia dinh.
Lai con ba con, cung dau 6ng c6, hoidc chau cta nguoi
da két tinh thong gia véi nguoi ba con! Rudt thit, than
mén, con 12 ngudi hao hiép da giip do, hdi thud minh
ma&i 1én Sai Gon, tuy sau nay it gdp nhau. Thoi trudce,
thay ddi noi cu trd 1a chuyén dé dai vé thd tuc hanh
chanh. Ldm nguoi 1én Sai Gon chimg mudi nim ma cu
trti thay d6i cling mudi 14n, 1y do 1a nha mudén, chi nha
doi lai, hodc kha gia hon doi chd, hoic suy sup, ban nha
t6t d€ tim noi cét tam ngodi nha nhé cho hop véi tii tién.
Vi sinh k&, thoi trude 1dm nguoi khong nghéo ma thich
song chat hep dudi gam cau, che 1éu trong ngd hém,
hoiic mua chiéc thuyén nat, trén bai bun. O gin cho hoic
trung tam dich vu, dé chon nghé, dung thoi co, rai that
nghép, ban be dé tim d€ gioi thiéu chd 1am. Gan noi lam
viéc, tha hd thic khuya, day tré, khong ton thoi gidr va
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s& phi di chuyén, muén mot x6, vira dii dé dit chiéc ghé
b8, ngti xong x&p gon lai. Hodc ca nha vo con in sing,
an trua, An chiéu & quan, dé t6i gom vé... It ton kém
hon 1a ndu com, ca gia dinh dn chung. Lai con nguoi tir
Go Vip, Hoc Mon, Thu Puc, Tan An, tham chi tir chg
My Tho dén Sai Gon lam viéc, & nhing s& &n dinh, doi
ba ngay vé nha mot 1an, budi trua tam nghi & nha ban.
Ban be 1a nguoi gitp do tryc ti€p. Trong tinh hinh gia
ca ruou va thiic in ching qua cao, ai ciing d& td ra higu
khach. Gip g& dip dam cudi, dam gid, thuong hoi dia
chi nhau. Pay ching phii 1a thuc dung vun vit, nhung
1a su cén thiét d€ lo cho ngay mai. Trong tinh hinh Sai
Gon dang m& mang, tao thém dich vy, can nhan cong
dang tin cay, can ngudi quan ly, 1dm khi nguoi chd co s&
chi biét tin cay vao ban bé. Lim ngudi quen than nhung
chua giup ta duoc gi, trong dich vu nao do, trong khi
ngudi moi quen 1an dau lai day dd kha ning. “Thuong
nguoi nhuw thé thuong than”. Minh gitp anh A, xem nhu
anh A chéng bao gio duoc dip gitip trd lai, trong khi anh
vilra quen, s&n sang giip minh vo diéu kién. Trong budc
duong luu lac, qua gudng mdy kinh t€ phic tap ctia Sai
Gon, gdp mot co hoi tot, 1a thira kha nidng cai thién doi
song, nén ctra nén nha.

MOdi nguoi ¢d gitt tw cich, gitt chit tin. Gid tri con
ngudi 1a & hanh dong, viéc lam, nao phai & 1y thuyét
sudng. Rat ghét nhitng ngudi néi nhiéu ma lam khong
duoc, “ndng thuyét bdt ndng hanh”. Ban than, nguoi

cung nghé, phai giit “dao nghé”, “diéu nghé”, - mot tir



kho truy nguon goc, Pao nghia, dao ngdi 1a viéc nhon
ngai. Theo Huynh Tinh Clia, chit “Nha nghé” duoc gii
thich 1a nguoi 14i budn. “Pao di budn” 1a nghé buon bén,
phan sy ké di buon phai lam thé nao.

C6 cau ca dao nay it phd bién: “Pao ndo vui cho
bang dao di buén. Xuong bién lén nguon, gao cho nuéc
song”. Ta con nghe may tiéng “diéu nghé giang hd”, thai
d6 hao hiép, khong thanh van ban ma ngudi trong cudc
phai tuan theo. Pai khai, khi di trén song 16m, di bién,
gap chiéc thuyén bt ¢t clia ai kéu ctu, phai 1ap tic dén
giip do ngay, ctu vot vo diéu kién. Co “diéu nghé” clia
gi6i xe do, gidi dua ngya, dn may, tiéu thuong...

Gip mau thuin gay git, kho xt&, dung bién phép
tho 18, ddnh d4m nhau, nhung sau sic nhit van 1a dén
chiia miéu, thé mot tiéng rdi bd qua. Toa 4n ciia thé tuc
khong cong binh nhu toa an cda lwong tam, ctia ngudi
khuat mit (than thanh).

Ban be nghia ngay xwa, thuong gia nhap Thién Dia
Hoi. Hoi kin. Nhin ra lang giéng, ta thiy khi thyc dan
Tay phuong chia nhau quyén loi & Trung Hoa, mé thém
dich vu thi tai Huong Cang va Singapore Thién Dia Hoi
gdp moi truomg phat trién hon bao gior hét. Kiéu hoi kin
dy lan tran dén Viét Nam, nhit 1a Sai Gon - Chg Lon,
voi lan song nhap cu cia ngudi Hoa va thyc dan Phap
c0 y dung ting. Nhiing “céi bang”, timg nhém nho két
nghia, thé “hoan nan tuong citu, sanh t&r bat ly” kiéu
“Pao vién két nghia” trong truyén Tam Quoc. Nhing
nhém nho nay lién két, do bd may bi mat chi huy. Nao
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nhom Kéo Xanh, Kéo Vang (con goi Nghia Hung, Nghia
Hoa) 1dm khi kinh chéng nhau, trén ly tudng 1a ddnh d6
nguoi TAy phuong, nhung 1an hdi suy thodi, chi con muc
dich c4u két nhau dé ndm doc quyén vé thuong mai, thiu
dich vu béc x&p & bén tau, yém tro bon chii xe do, nim
doc quyén nganh dn udng, khach san. Ai mudn c6 s&
lam, phai vao hoi, ngudi cAm dau mot nhém nhé lanh
chitc “dai ca”. Khi khong con stic manh dé danh dd thuc
dan, ho tré thanh nhirmg nhém anh hung hdo hon, gay
ndo loan, goi ndm na 1a bon du con. Ho sdn sang dam
chém, tra thu cho phe nhém, linh canh sét it khi can
thiép vi la chuyén noi bd... Khong phai la thdi ph6ng
su that khi Nguyén Lién Phong ghi lai, vao nhimg nim
1909: “Du cén ldm ké bao tan. Xung quanh Cheo Lon
nhdy tran ddng phe. Trong minh thich tw “xdm minh”,
khong ghé. Cii chi, tay sdt, luoi lé dom rinh. Thita congd
si bdt binh. Himng himg ndi gidn ddnh inh gitta troi. Rui
may song chét nhie choi. Coi noi Khdam Lon vi nhuw cia
nha” . Sai Gon - Chg Lon mat trat ty, xay ra tinh trang
vo chinh phii & timg khu vuyec, timg thoi diém, bon cénh
sat bi uy hiép hodc bi mua chudc, gdy hoang mang cho
nhtng nguoi lwong thién. Tham chi nhiing nguoi the &
S& Ba Son, sau khi lanh lwong, ciing bi gi¢i “anh chi”
chan duong, bit budc dai ding an nhau. Vién Théng doc
Nam Ky ldc bay gio ching biét dwa vao co s phap ly
nao; dam chém, gay ndo loan ngoai cong 16 chi la toi
vi canh, phat va, vi theo “luat giang hd” nhiing nguoi
trong cudc déu ty nguyén bdi nai trudc phap luat. Rot



cudc, gioi Tu phap & Sai Gon da tim cach dinh nghia:
Thé nao 1a du con (vagabondage)? Gén tdi trang ay cho
ai? K&t luan 1a nén trimg tri nhimg nguoi khong gia cu
nhut dinh. Gi6¢i “anh chi” tng pho lai dé dang, nho ba
con ban bé ching dum noi cu trd (& dau), tim nhiing co
s& tw nhan, noi tuyén md nhon cong, dé xin gidy chiing
nhan la xong.

Trong mot thoi gian dai, lic khiing hoang vé hé tw
tudng yéu nudc, 16p ngheo thanh thi, gigi san xuat nho,
tuy so sét nhung van than phuc vai thanh tich cta vai
“anh chi”. Tho binh ca ngoi hanh dong anh hung ca
nhén ctia Ndm Ty, Sau Nho, Sau Trong duge phd bién,
theo thé luc bat, do ngudi mu don doc huyén.

Thién Dia Hoi hoi tan lun, phan hoa, vi cheztng con
noi dung ro rét. Lan hoi thi€u s& cAm dau trd thanh tay
sai ctia bon tai phiét (gi6i thau dich vu boc xép & cang
hoiéic nha mdy, gi¢i chii xe do); tham chi 1im nguoi lai
tinh nguyén qua Phap d€ 1am tho khong chuyén, phuc
vu quan doi ctia miu qudc d& danh nudc Piic, mién 1a
di xa cho “théa chi tang bong”. Bon dai ca bit buoc tay
em cung phung ruou thit, chi vi quen thé6i hudng lac.
Viéc “4n nhau truoc kia 12 hinh thic, 1a phuong tién dé
hoat dong” da tr& thanh ndi dung tho bi ctia sw két nghia,
gianh x6i thit, réi gay sy dé€ dam chém; lau ngay khong
dam chém 1a tw cdm thay vo dung, thiéu 1y do dé ton tai.

Khi c¢6 phong trao Nguyén An Ninh, nhitng cudc bai
cong ty phat clia giai cAp cong nhan, roi Dang clia giai
cip cong nhan ra doi thi cac hdi kin mai tan lun. Xa ho
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hang, & noi ma cong dn viéc lam da dang, thi Troi Phat
chiéu ¢6 ciing khong biang ban beé gitp do truéc mit.
Thai do hi€u khach xudt phat tir co s& tam 1y dy. Nguoi
tam thoi that nghiép song nho vao ban ma khong tu ti,
vi “thién sanh nhon ha nhon voé l6c”. Nudi ban, xem
nhu phan sy. Phong cach nay kha dep, nhat 1a trong thoi
Dang gay co s&, phong trao “Mit tran binh dan” r6i thi
thach qua cudc khang Phap chéng My. Dau cho khac
thé€ ding, ai di duong ndy, nhung ban bé san sang gidp
nhau, 1am hét sic minh. Lam viéc trong hang ngt nguy
quyén, nhung con chdu xa gan, tir mién qué dén, van
duwoc cham séc tim hodc gitp s& lam, bao che. Ban be
vira man tu, phai dén tham 1ap tic, d6 1a long chung thiy.

Lic tang kho, thim viéng nhau, thanh that, khong
vu lgi. Nguoi Viét cung chua ngudi Hoa & Cho Lon,
nguoi Hoa cling chuia ngudi Viét hodc viéng Lang Ong
Ba Chiéu, dinh lang, dip 1& hoi hiing nim. Mot s6 chuia
Viét Nam phia Chg Lon duge trung tu kha trang 1€, nho
vao sy dong gop dang ké clia ngudi Hoa, ngudi Minh
Huong, nhat 1a ctia cac ba, céc co nguoi Viét 18y chong
nguoi Hoa.

Pinh Minh Huong Gia Thanh (Cho Lén) goc 1a tru
s& hanh chéanh cta lang Minh Huong cti. Theo co ché tir
chia Nguyén dén nha Nguyén, gi¢i Hoa lai Viét duoc
tr quan vé thué khoéa, xir kién hoa gidi noi bo. Nguoi
Minh Huong duoc quyén thi cit, lam quan, nhu Trinh
Hoai Pc timg gitr chitc vu tri huyén pht Tan Binh (Sai
Gon - Phi Nhuan), quyén Téng tran Gia Dinh Thanh,



Hiép Tdng tran Gia Pinh Thanh (chidm séc¢ hanh chénh
kinh t€), Thugng tho BO lai. Ong soan ra ban huong wéc
cho lang Minh Huong vung Sai Gon - Cho Lon. Phap
dén, gidi tan co ch€ lang Minh Huong, tr d9, tru s& ci
tr& thanh ngoi dinh thd Nguyén Hiru Canh (kinh luoc
dau tién & Nam Bo), Tran Thing Tai (ngudi Hoa lap
ra cang Cu lao Phd) va Trinh Hoai Pic. Trong dinh,
con lién d6i, bt tw ctia Trinh Hoai Pic. C6 cau ca dao:
“Gdi chi ngon bing gdi tom cang. PO ai lich sw bdng
lang Minh Huong” (lich su, theo nghia c6 van hoa, gitt
thuan phong my tuc). Dip bau cit huong chic, bay ra
1¢ 4n udng. Bit dau vao cudc. An banh hdi véi thit heo
quay, ngu y hdi y kién, dit van dé. Bau ctr chua xong,
in banh xéo (choi chir, xéo 1a teo lai, that bai), bau
xong, két qua tot, in sudn, thoi xwa 1a bun, rau, in véi
nudc tom cang bam nhd. Nay co ngoi con trang trong,
dang béo ton.

DPao nao cang tot. “Tot nhiit van la dao lam nguoi”.
Dém bo nha di tu, bat ci vi 1y do gi, cling 1a nguoi ddng
trong, tu tam thoi hodc tu man doi ciing vay. Dao nao
ciing day diéu thién: “Nhon hw dao bdt hw’... Dip vui
choi, ngay Chua Giang sinh, ngay Phat Dan; kh6 danh
gia ting tu si cla ting dao, qua hanh dong, qua cach
ting xir d6i voi nguoi 1an can. “Ong ba héi xua theo
dao Phdt, di chia, nay ta di chia dé nhé éng ba”. D&
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rong lwong d6i voi nhig nha sw hodc ti€u ting khong
am hiéu gido ly. Nu cudi va cai xa dap 1& ctia nguoi
tu trong chua 1a thanh that, nhw 10i cdo 16i: “Toi di tu,
chuea ranh gido ly, cd giit dao hanh, toi tin chdc ring
c6 nhiéu nguoi khong dn chay, khong cao ddau nhung cé
Phat tanh khong kém t6i”. Linh muc dao Thién Chuda
sén sang tra 10i vé gido ly, thich ban chuyén khoa hoc,
ky thuat. Dao Thién Chia gan thuc t& cudc doi, vi khong
dn chay. Muc su Tin Lanh vui tanh, cho phép ta tha
hd tranh luan, hét budi nay dén budi khic ma khong
tr 4i - Pao “thd cing ong ba” phd bién nhiit, néu do
12 mot dao. Cot 16i clia ngay Tét 1a dn 1€ Giao Thira,
thdp nhang, chung bay bong trdi trén ban tho 6ng ba.
Ngay gi6 ngay Tét 1a dip ba con, ban bé doan tu. Ong
ba khong vé hudng, nhung 1a nghi thic can thiét, nhic
nh& nguoi trong gia dinh nén cw x nhau nhw khi 6ng
ba con song. Nguoi trong dong ho, tuy that hoc, lam
nghé lam I nhung dip Tét, dip ciing gid phai duoc ton
trong, theo ngdi thit mic dau c6 nhiéu nguoi trong ho
hang giau sang, hoc hanh dd dat. Lé tho ciing 6ng ba
lién quan mat thi€t v6i 1€ hoi dan gian & dinh lang, hodc
& dén, miéu. Pinh lang 1a mot dang Ban thy TS quoc
va Dai liét si. Thoi xua cdc cu goi TS qudc giang san,
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1a “son ha x4 tic”. Dan dén dinh dé lam 1&, huéng vé
T6 qudc, ciy cdi nudc ngudn qua trung gian clia than
thanh hoang ma nguoi dan hiéu 1a vi “khai quoc cong
than”. Mic ai dinh nghia theo “kinh dién, han 1am”,

ngudi dan & Nam Bo hiéu dinh than véi ndi dung Ay.



Dinh muén duoc linh thiéng phai c6 sic clia vua. B
L& thoi xwa lam viéc tuy tién, dan ching biét tén thin
nao (nhan vat lich s&) dé thinh cau, rii nhu ching duoc
chap thuén thi qud phat. Trir vai truong hop dic biét,
do quan lai nhiéu th& lyc dé nghi. Triéu dinh ban xuéng
1a may phud6c rdi, mién 1a ¢6 &4n vua. Xin khong duoc
phai qua thli tuc hoi 16 phién phiic, thi the “Than vong”
(trong ngéng cho bd nhiém xudng), 1dm khi, tam xem
dén tho Quan Cong la dinh lang, dé hang ndm bay ra
hoi I, ganh dua v6i lang 1an can; thAm chi muén nguoi
di trom sic than cla lang khic, dem vé gifu kin, ai 1én
xem thi bi hoc mau! Noi thanh Sai Gon chia ra nhiéu
lang. Phap dén, trong budc dau, dit thém lang méi dé
roi x6a bédt, t6 chic ting ho, nhu moét thi xa bén chanh
qudc. Tai Sai Gon, nha tho Pic Ba la co sd ton gido ma
Nha nuéc nhin nhan vé phap ly. Hat Gia Dinh, ké Sai
Gon 1an hoi trd thanh noi trd 4n, tién don cla vin hoa
Viét. Lich st hay con d€ ranh ranh mot di tich c6 tam
cd: Ngoi mo Ta quan Lé Vian Duyét, Ta quan da xay
dung co s& va né nép lan dau tién cho vang Bén Nghé -
Cho Lén (hai 1an 1am Téng tran), rdi bi Minh Mang tru
dap, lai x4y ra cudc khéi binh ctia Lé Vin Khoi nhim
trd thu cho ngudi cha nudi. Thoi ndm quyén hanh, T
quan cuong quyét trimg tri nhitng ngudi cdy quyen the,
khinh thuong luat phap (chém Huynh Cong Ly), chém
tai tran mot dita bé chiti cha miang me. Pau nim, bay
1€ diéu binh tap tran (goi 1a Ra binh), sau d6, tiém quan
méi duoc phép khai truong. Vua Ty DPiic x6a ban an do
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Minh Mang dit ra, phuc hdi danh du cho T4 quén tir ndm
1848, dén ndm 1868, tuy Nam Ky da hoan toan thudc
Phap, lai truy phuc, thing cip cho nguoi bi ham oan.

Miéu tho Lé Vin Duyét, duge ngudi ngudng mo hon
ngoi dinh lang Binh Hoa, vi mang diu an lich st ciia ca
Sai Gon. Luc dau, viéc tring tu con so sai, phai doi dén
phong trao Duy Tan r6i phong trao Phan Chau Trinh,
Ling Ong méi thu hiit dai da s6 nguoi Sai Gon. Pén dé
hai 10c, du hoi 1€ dan gian, cau quoc thai dan an, xem
hat boi ¢d truyén, vi hdi 1€ gin bo hitu co, nang cao tim
nhin cho ngudi dan Gia Dinh vuon 1én ngoai khuon khé
gia dinh, dia phuong, hoa hop vao niém vui clia giang
san dat nudc. Doi ba thé hé dw hoi 1€, 1au ngay trd thanh
“quén tinh”. Ly lich T4 quan khong quan trong, nim
mo Ta quén chi 1a mot céi ¢6.

Ngudi Hoa phia Chg Lon dén ciing vai ta on, hiéu
Ta quan la mot dang 6ng Quan Cong Sai Gon.

Dip Tét ngudi Sai Gon ciing danh thoi gian thim
viéng dén chua nguoi Hoa & Che Lo, thém cudc hanh
huong di nii Ba Pen (Dién Ba); viéc nay khong thay
ghi trong Gia Dinh Thanh Thong Chi, cudi doi Gia
Long, nhung trd thanh 1€, khi ba Swong Nguyét Anh di
bién Ba, vinh ciy bach mai, trong giai doan mat nudc,
chéng biét ctiu nudc theo duong 16i nao, trude the luc
qua hung manh ctia thuc dan.

Mot nhan si da khao sat; nguoi Sai Gon va nguoi
ving dong bing, vé co ban, 12 theo mot dang tin ngudng
dan gian dic thu: tin ngudng cla phu nt, tin nguong
ctia ngudi nghéo khé. Khong di chua (vi ton kém, mat



thoi gid) nhung tw nguyén dn chay moi thang vai ngay,
thinh thodng lai bd 1¢, rdi #n chay trd lai. Dén nay hay
con nhimg chiéc xe thd mo, tir himg dong da luc tuc dua
dén Sai Gon, Cho Lém nhiéu nhit 1a bong van tho, mau
vang tuoi sang, loai hoa ban dia, ban nhiéu nhit vao
ngdy soc, ngdy vong (rim va ba muoi am lich). Mua vé
cung ban tho 6ng Thién, 6ng than Tai, dng Tdo, 6ng ba
td tién, nhim cAu mong duoc may mén, ngay trong kiép
nay, gay lac quan, nhé on “ong ba dit nudc”.

Trong giao thi€ép hang ngay, lam &n, muén nhan
cong, vin dé ton gido khong dit ra. Nguoi lang giéng,
ban bé ching may khi chi y dén ton gido clia ban. Dai
khai, c6 dao kiéu chung chung, goi 1a nghi 1& can thiét,
theo tuc 1& ong ba hoidc cta bén nha chong, bén vo.
Nguoi dao Thién Chua, ngudi dao Phat sé trd thanh
14m c4m, néu té ra kém bao dung. Viéc cting miéu thoi
truéc ctr hanh vui vé, ban hang & cho sin sang quyén
g6p, ching cin biét miu 4y tho cling vi thin gi. Rim
thang Bay, riéng nguoi ranh gido ly Phat gido méi hiéu
1a ngay Vu Lan, da s6 dong bao quan niém Ia dip cing
“cod hon cac dang” (thap loai ching sinh) biéu 19 tinh
nhan dao rat cao. Ddi v6i nguoi da chét, khong con phan
biét chét vi lam diéu thién hodc vi 1am diéu 4c, ta hay 1a
thi. D6i voi dia phwong ma goc gac cha 6ng thoi xuwa la
luu dan, ai ndy ngadm ngui nghi ring trong s& hon oan
vat vudng chic chin c6 than nhan ctia minh, trén duong
luu lac tim sinh k€, chua ké d&n nan nhan chién tranh.
Gi6i tré va nguoi gia, & ngay nhitng xi nghiép hién dai




ciing doi hoi chti nhan phai xudt tién cing, véi ly do s¢
1ti c6 hon doi rach dén pha hoai, gay hda han hoic tai
nan ky thuat. That ra, d6 1a dip nghi viéc truoc gio, dé
cung nhau uéng ruou, in thit heo quay khdi tén tién.

*

k%

Trong thoi gian dai, nhut bdo la phuong tién thong
tin dang tin cdy nhtt: dai thu thanh trd thanh thong dung
tir sau D¢ nhi th€ chién, nho gia vira phai, voi ky thuat
ban dan. Ngudi ¢6 dai van thich doc bao, khong biét tin

SONNAM  tuc thi giong nhu “€ch ngdi ddy giéng”!

NGUO Doc bdo dé ban bac vai ban be, kho long doc dé mot
SAIGON  1hinh minh biét, lai doc nhiéu to bdo, néu du tién, dé
nghe ngéng du luan khac nhau. Cong chic, gido vién
ciing ham doc bdo dé theo kip thoi cudc, ndm bit duw
luan. Tinh hinh Trung Qudc, Ma Lai, Thai Lan, & chau
Au gay anh hudng truc tiép hoic gian ti€p dén doi song
ctia hang xudng, hiéu budén, ma nguoi lam cong gin bo, e
bi sa thai khi thua 156. Gid Iia gao ma Nam Ky xuat khiu
lén xudng timg ngay, trén thi truong Pong Nam chau A
va th€ gigi. Can biét tin tic cac tinh trong nuéc, noi ho
con cha me, anh em, ho hang. Td bdo phai mang du chat
luong, da dung: thong tin vé chinh tri, kinh t&, thé thao,
kich truong, dién anh, gidi tri véi van chuong, tho ca,
chuyén ¢ tich, tiéu thuyét, thém kién thitc phd thong...

Gi6i binh dan da danh, nhung gi6i tri thiic, tiéu tw
sdn song bam vao thuc dan van thich nhimg bai bdo



“d6i 1ap”, cong kich nha cam quyén, béu xau bon hoi
dong quan hat, dia hat, ché bai chinh sach thudc dia, 1ot
tran nhimg ké 1am chinh tri “x6i thit”. Nam Ky la xu
bi boc 10t tir doi cac chiia Nguyén, dén thuc dan Phép,
dé& quoc My; nhiéu thé hé troi qua va mai dén con chau
duong thoi, chua ai chanh phd thue dan, phong kién
nao tot voi dan ca!

B4o chi Sai Gon da cai tién voi toc dd nhanh, theo mo
hinh bdo chi Phdp d€ rdi mang sic thdi Sai Gon kha 16
nét, cac chi bao duoc né nang. Luat bao chi & xt thudc
dia twong d6i dé dai hon Béc va Trung Ky. Nhiéu ky
gid, nha tho, nha vin tir Bic, Trung vao véi dong gop
dang k€. Chi tiét nhé: Han Mac T® bét dau phu trach
muc Tho ciia to bao Sai Gon; bdao nay do mdt nguoi tir
Quang Ngii, sau khi that bai trong nghé lam lao cong
& Luc Tinh bén ding ra... lam chid bao. Ky gia, nha bao
vi pham luat 1& c6 thé bi toa 4n truc xuat vé sinh quan
(Bic va Trung Ky), bdo gi6i, ky gia da td chiic nghiép
doan, hoat dong twong d6i soi néi.

Xt thudc dia, gidy to cong vin phan 16n dung chir
Phap. Sudt thoi gian dai, bdo chix Phap, do nguoi Viét
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dung tén, duoc hudng qui ch€ rong rdi nén c6 thé “an
n6i manh”, so v4i bdo chit Viét. Nguoi biét Phéap vin
doc r6i phd bién lai cho gi6¢i khac, tém tit ndi dung.
Nguoi Hoa ra bao chit Hoa.

Nho bdo chi, cudc tranh diu gianh quyén séng duoc
httu hiéu. Nhitng vu Noc Nan, Thanh Quéi, Ba Thé, véi
hanh dong cudép boc cua bon dia chi, 1an hi€p nguoi




khan hoang v.v... duoc phoi tran truéc du luan, trdi voi
y muén clia chii bdo, nhung bdo ban chay, dé ki€m 10oi.
Khi bi ap birc, ngudi dan tim toa soan bao, tim Ky gia
dé phan tran, nho 1én ti€ng binh vuc. Hau hét cac nhut
bdo, mudn ban chay, vi la tw doanh, phéi pho truong
ton chi, dai khai binh vyc lao dong.

Bdo Xuan la sang kién ly thd nhit cia Sai Gon.
Trudc 1932, cac bao thuong dang tai vai 1oi cung chuc
don so, tuong thuat ngay Tét, véi ti 1€ bai vo it Oi,
tudn bao Xuan khd day, gom nhiéu bai v&, in mau,
thém phan quang cdo thuong mai dang véi gid cao.

SONNAM ~ Diung ra, nén goi la dic san vdn nghé, & Ha Noi da

neudr  goi dich danh 1a “Sach Choi Xuén”. Diéu tr¢ tréu la
SAI GON loai bao Xuan nay dwoc bién soan, dit bai v tir hdi
thang muoi, thang mudi moét am lich, phat hanh vao
dau thang chap, kh4 lau trudc ngay “dwa ong Tdo vé
Troi”. Bia dep, 10i chiic Tét, tinh hinh chinh tri, kinh t&
trong ndm qua, rdi chuyén vui, tranh khoi hai, chuyén
la khdp th& gi6i, anh thi€u nit du xuén, tdng két vé
thé thao, san khau. Sé 1a thi€u s6t 16m néu thi€u bai
“Nam Ngwa noi vé con Ngua”, “Nidm Chuot néi vé
con Chuot”. Thém tuc 1& xuwa vé ngay Tét & khip Bic
Trung Nam, thi phi vé Tét. D& cham biém, soan bai
S¢& tdo Quan, t6 cdo nhitng bit cong clia thyc dan trong
nim qua. Thém chuyén vé céc loai hoa, loai thd. Bay
gi0, bao chi ban 1én Campuchia, Lao, dong dao Viét
kiéu, va tan bén Phap. Thém bai vé Xuan tha huong,
do mot du hoc sinh ké lai. Hodc tuc 1€, ¢6 tich, thing



cénh ctia Lao, Campuchia thuong 1a do Viét kiéu lam
cong chuc trén 4y ghi lai, v6i hinh anh.

Béo Xuén luon luon duge doc gia cho don, so sanh,
mdi nguoi mua nim ba s6 khac nhau, dé chung bay tai
phong khach, hodc lam “ting phdm” cho ban be, ba
con. Phong mach ctia bc si, tiém hét toc, nha chua déu
chung bay bao Xuan. Tién 1oi clia bdo nay thuong duoc
chd bédo giao tron cho b bién tap, cho cong nhan nha
in, mot dang “phuc loi” ngoai lvong thang 13.

Xem lai nhitng bao Xuan tir 1931, ta khong khdi xtic
dong khi gidp nhimg hdi ky vé ngay tét trong tu & Sai
Gon, Con Dao, vé doi song gia dinh ctia cac chién si
nhu Nguyén Vin Tao, Duong Bach Mai, Nguyén Vin
Nguyén. Chdng & ti, vo con & nha an Tét nhu thé nao?

Bao chi hang ngay thuong vin phong “viét nhw n6i”,
dic tinh ctia vian chwong Nam B0, xudt phat tir khi chir
qudc ngt méi phd bién véi Truong Vinh Ky, Huynh
Tinh Cta. “Vin n6i” khac voi “vin viét”, ludm thudém
nhung hon nhién, thain mat, Iim khi sai viin pham nhung
ro nghia. Kiéu 4n néi binh dan. Vai nha xa hoi hoc da
luyén tiéc céi huwong vi ctia kiéu dn n6éi moc mac, khong
20 bd, Phép goi 1a anacoluthe, thi du: “Ra chg udng ca
phé thi t6i mudn di, ma cé tom it, ngudi nhoém thua thot,
mua nhiéu, & nha vui hon”.

No6i dén ky gia, dong bao hiéu la nguoi truc ti€p bénh
vuc cho doi séng hang ngay ctia ddong bao, tir chuyén
16n chuyén nhd. Nhitng ngudi mang “sit mang”, tuy
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rang 1dm khi “nha bdo néi 140 4n tién”. Hién ra trudc




mét dong bao hinh anh nguoi ky gid ngheo, vo con séng
thi€u thon. Néu luan ly cua xa hoi dang bi x6i mon,
bing hoai thi lwong tri ctia gidi ky gia van trong sdng.
Thoi thuc dan Phép rdi My, sd it ky gia cuc ky phan
dong, danh thué cho dich, da bi c6 1ap, mang mac cam
tu ti 16 nét. Ho pho truong “ddi 1ap” voi chinh quyén ba
nhin. Pong bao goi do 1a “d6i lap cuodi”, “doi 1ap hau
mon” (bé ngoai doi 1ap, nhung 1én gidp quan trén, chui
vao ctra hau, dé xin quyén loi riéng). Gi6i ky gia da sang
ché& nhimg chuyén khoi hai, nhiéu ti€ng l6ng ma chinh
ngudi than chinh quyén, quan si, cong chiic ctia ché do
SONNAM  ciling phdi dung, cho hop voi thoi trang. Phi dau Rong

Nouol 12 phil clia Tong thong Thiéu (gitta con dau ctia hin vé
SAICON  43u réng), Phi cay Tung chi Phé tdng théng Tran Vin
Huong (con ddu vé hinh cay tung), “Ong tuéng Rau kem”
1a Nguyén Cao Ky, hoic “Tuong Tau bay” (Ky mang bd
rau cung, si quan khong quan), “hdi tham svic khée” 1a
don tra tin ctia cong an ché do ci, “gian chdo” 1a canh
sat da chién mang khi gi¢i dé€n bao vay, bit bo, hinh
anh khoi hai, nhu truomg hop dén ruéce vi quoc khach
voi hang rao danh du, c6 quan si bong sting chao. Lai
con nhiéu tiéng phé thong nhu “Bé di Tdm” (nhdm can
gian nguoi dang nong gian), “Sitc mdy ma buén” (moi
ric r6i déu troi qua, ta cit dimg dung).

Ky gi& nuwéc ngoai da phai nhin nhan: Cudc biéu
tinh “Ky gia d4n may” t6 chic & Sai Gon vao cudi nim
1974 1a co hdi tap hop 16n lao nhiit cia dan Sai Gon qua
thoi Diém va thoi Thiéu. Poan ngudi dén quang truong



cho Bén Thanh trong khi khic dudi con & phia Nha hat
16n. Ky gid gdbm von ven ba muoi nguoi nhung dong
bao moi gi¢i, moi nganh da c6 c¢& dé tham chién. Gioi
ky gia budi 4y, tuy nhiéu bao bi déng cira, van chua dén
muc doi phai mang bi mang gay an may. D¢ 1a su thi
uy cda ly tudng dan chd, ctia chinh nghia.

Xem hat cai lwong da 1a nhu cau 16n; thich dién anh,
nhung dong thoi, mé cai lwong. Day 1a nganh kinh doanh
dé sinh loi nhung rat phiéu luu; gitt cho mot to nhut bao
dung viing da kho; mot doan cai lwong mudn tré thanh
“dai ban” lai kho hon. HE thanh cong, mdi ngay hoic
mdi dém tha ho thu hang van dong, “vira chti vira la
ciing dic hang”; khi vo duyén, khong hop “khiu vi” clia
than cha thi trong 24 gi¢ cling tudt doc tham hai. Lam
chii bao, 1am bau ganh hat, phai gidi vé quan ly, kho
tanh hoic phong khoang qua mitc déu that bai.

Tuy co cum trudc trao lvu méi, nganh hét boi van
song duoc, dién thuong truc & diém cd dinh, gin cho
Cau Ong Lanh; nguoi 16n tudi va gioi tré, phan 16n thuoc
gii lao dong thich xem va bao dudng. Dip Tét, nho hat
dinh doanh thu kha hon. Cai c4ch vira phéi tuyén chon
16p nghé si tré, cau hat bot chr Han cho dé hiéu, thinh
thodng xen ban nhac tai tt, thir nghiém nhing tudng méi
nhw Nguyén Hué dai chién Go Pong Pa, Tran Hung Pao
binh Nguyén. Nhitng nghé nhan gia din trong nghé van
theo “nghiép t6”: Thanh Ton, Minh To, c6 Nam D6, co
Ba Ut, c6 Nam Sa Déc, duoc tran trong. T sau B¢ nhuit
thé chién, hoi Khuyén hoc Sai Gon hoat dong manh thu
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NGUO!
SAI GON

hut gi6i tri thitc ham chudng van héa BDong Tay. Do yéu
cau clia tinh hinh, ban dau 1ap ra Ban chan hung hat boi,
roi 14y tén Hoi Khuyén 1é ¢d ca (cudi ndm 1957 duoc
nhin nhan hop phdp). Mbi nim, hoi nay t6 chitc doi ba
budi hat, nhim thao tic cho nghé nhan, gitr chuin muc
c6 dién, tranh tinh trang budng 18ng, suy thodi. Ling
Ong Ba Chiéu, dinh Phd Trung (Phd Nhuén), dinh Cau
Quan, trudng Qudc gia Am nhac 1a noi Hoi S chiic
trinh dién, dugc tdn thudng, nhut 1 tudng San Hdu. Cu
D6 Vin R&, nhan si 140 thanh, am twdng nghé thuat hat
boi thuomg cam chau trong bau khong khi trang trong.
Trén Dai phat thanh cta ché€ do ci, tudng hat boi van
gitt duoc chd ding.

Tudng cai luong 1a thanh tyu dang ké clia nguoi Sai
Gon va phia déng bang. Xuit phat tir My Tho, Sa Déc,
nganh nay duogc “ning cap” va nhin nhén 1a san khau
dan toc trude cong ching Sai Gon. Cai luong khong qua
“tri tué” nhu kich no6i, khong ciu né woc 1€ nhu hat boi.
Bén vong cd da téng hop nhitng Am hudng trit tinh clia
céc diéu ho, diéu ly. Vong ¢d ra doi, & thon qué bét ho
bot 1y, gidi buon ban dudong dai trén song (thuong ho)
it hat doi dap; dip gid, cudi 1dy vong ¢d 1am bai chinh
y&u dé gii tri.

San khau cai luong da tdng hop dugc c6 kim va co
kha ning tiép thau nhimg dé tai xa hoi, lich st. Khong
qua hing trang (th& manh ciia hat boi), khong ning né
vé suy tu triru twong nhuw kich néi, nho vay dem nhiing
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gidy phit thoai mai cho ngudi xem. Nhiing ban “tai tir



dem tir Hu€ vao, céi bién lai cach trinh tau; dung nap
tan nhac, hodc bai ban phé thong ctia nhac Quang Dong.
Dia hat, mdy hat, mot thoi da 1a thi tién nghi cao cap
& thon qué, trong dip cudi hoi, ddm gid. Noi dung clia
tudng ci luong phai c6 hau, chanh thing ta, luan ly ¢
truyén thé hién dit khoat. Vai nhat bao da song dé dang
nho trang Kich truong gidi thiéu, phé binh tudng tich,
ghi chép, sinh hoat ctia nghé nhén, budc thing tram ctia
timg doan hat. Nghé si hitu danh sng cao hon muic trung
luu, trong khi dién vién kich néi (trudc 1975) lanh tha
lao rat khiém ton.

San khiu cai luong xudt phat tir hoi tan cta phong
trao Duy Tan. Bui Kiém trong tho Luc Vdn Tién 1a kha
0, nhung Bui Kiém trong “ca ra bo” ctia ban Tt Dai da
tré thanh nhan vat dang thong cam. Ta c6 thé lién tudng
dén gioi tu sdn manh nha va gio¢i dién chli, mét mdi sau
su that bai ctia phong trao Pong Du, suy ton Cuong
D&, “danh Chéc, dudi Cha” (ngu y danh trr sin mai ban
Cho Lén tom thau lda gao va gidi Chetty chuyén cho
vay bac). “Kiém thua: Tai bdt thing thoi. Con ddm ndo
khong lo bé cong danh. Tudi con con xudn xanh, on me
cha chuta dén. Bui 6ng nghe ti€ng ni non, vudt ve khuyén
Kiém: Thoi, con ¢ nha, ding khuya sém voi cha”.

“Tai bat thing thoi” 1a tiéng thé dai, tw an ti. C6 mot
doan ctia bai Binh ban vin, mo ta tam trang Bui Kiém.
“Tikc t0i thay. Phdi thi tai thi tri con néi chi. Nao hay
dau cit lo thi tién. Ai nhiéu tién hon thi tén ding cao...”.

Truong Duy Toan, nguoi thay tudng, timg gop cong 16m




cho sy trudng thanh ctia ban hat Thay Nim Tu & tai My
Tho da d4nh gia cao nhan vat Tir Hai clia truyén Kiéu,
qua bai Hanh Van: “Mdt yéng hiung... Puong cung kiém,
cdi chi nam nhi, niii séng la phan. Tie ddy ta quyét vay
viing cho séng ddy tran ai”.
Nhac tai t, san khiu cai luong gin bo hitu co véi
nguoi dan yéu nude, kha lau, trude khi c6 Pang.
Trudc 1945, mdi tinh, hodic quan ly déu xay rap hat
cho doan céi luong thué mudén. Poan hat dén, ca thi xa,
thi tran, nhu thém sinh lyc. Ta khé quén bau khong khi
ndo nhiét & Nga tw Qudc T€ (goc Dé Tham, Bui Vién),
SONNAM  phia sau rap Nguyén Vin Héo. By gid, rap nay dugc

Nouol  £0i 1a “hang khong mau ham” to 16n, so v6i rap & céc
SAIGON i ly. Nghé si dén trinh dién thay tu ti, néu bdy 1au chi
lam quen véi san khiu c& nhd, thém s6 khan gia dang
né nang, ndo chi bdo, luat su, chii xuat nhap cang, ky
gid chuyén phé binh kich nghé. Goi “qudc t€” vi tap
nap; trude gio, hoic lic dang hat, nhidu nguoi tu hoi dé
udng ca phé, in mot mén binh dan, d€ din bung. Chi
no, chii doan hat, gidi chuyén lanh quang cao, soan gia
céi luong, hoa si trang tri va khéach yéu kich nghé néu
khong dén Nga tw ny thi thdy buon, thi€u luong thong
tin ca nganh nghé.

*

Truyén Tau chita dyng nhiéu mau chuyén hi no 4i 6
soan ra tu6ng hat bdi duoc yéu thich tir xwa: nao Phung



Nghi Pinh, Tong Tviu Pon Hung Tin, Manh Lé Qudn
thodt hai, Truwong Phi thii ¢d thanh, Moc Qué Anh dung
cdy. Truyén Tau dich tir dau thé ky, nho vao su phat trién
clia nganh in an, mdy va gidy déu nhap cing, in timg
quyén nho, 1am giau cho nhiéu nha xuét ban. Tho Luc
Van Tién phd bién rong, nho chir qudc ngit, gy phong
trao n6i tho. “Noi truyén” & mién qué 1a mot nguoi doc
cho hang chuc nguoi xim xit nghe; ndi truyén va noi
tho mudn hap dan phai thay d6i giong diéu, tuy tam
trang cla nhan vat.

Chu y vao cot truyén, khong thich nghe phan tich
dong dai, chuong “Thiét chi€n quan nho” ctia Tam Qudc,
tuy day tri tué, nhung kh6 hap dan gi6i thudng ngoan.
Tiéu thuyét Hd Bi€u Chéanh gay dugc tiéng vang sau
rong, nho c6t truyén day da hi nd, véi nhiéu dong téc,
dién ta tam Iy gon va ngin. B6i canh 1a Sai Gon va dong
bing song Ciru Long v6i nhitng dién chd, trung nong,
cong chiic phan hda qua tic dong clia tu san thyc dan,
gay mau thuén trong luan ly gia dinh va xa hoi. H6 Biéu
Chénh da phong tac khéo 1éo vai bo tiéu thuyét binh
dan ctia Tay phuong.

Dang k€ trén thi truong con nhimmg “tho”, tic 1a
truyén dién ca, thé luc bat, dé “néi tho” theo diéu “bai
choi”, cai bién, goi la diéu noi tho Van Tién.

Tho Cau Hai Miéng, con lanh binh Tan dugc dan
gian hoi dau th€ ky XX danh cho nhiéu cam tinh. Cha
la Viét gian, ndng no mau véi dan tdc, nhung con dam
str dung vai dic quyén dic loi clia thuc dan ban bo, dé




khong phai 1a chi biét dn hiép ké nghéo tiing, nhung 13m
khi déanh trd lai bon cuong hao khac. Thay thong Chanh
giét tén bién 1y Phap, hin du db nguoi vo dep ciia thay.
Thay sin sang ddi mang voéi tén thuc dan, biét chic luoi
guom sé chit ddu ma van lam. Ban goc tho Thay thong
Chénh, tho Cau Hai Miéng bi thuc dan cdm, ban luu
hanh nay con gip la ban da cai bién, thém tinh tiét vo
ly @€ 1am vira long nha cAm quyén bay gio.

Téai ban qua nhiéu 1an, nao Ldm Sanh Xudn Nuong,
Bach Vién Tén Cdt, Duong Ngoc, Nang Ut, Thach Sanh
Ly Thong... Loai ho hué tinh, ho xay lda in thanh tap,

SONNAM  ldc st dung vé sau nay, ta nén than trong. Nhiing tap

Ncuol Ay chang phai thudn tiy 1a cong trinh swu tm vi ngoai
SAIGON nhimg ciu da phd bién rong rai trong dan gian, con phan
nhiéu cau sang tac thém clia “soan gia”. C6 nhimg cau
thanh cong, nhung nhiéu cau ching duoc ai hit. Sach
phd thong gdm Minh Tam Bitu Gidm, Hudn tic cdch
ngon, Nit Tdc, Phu thé ngon ludn, day dom kim, suu tap
bai ca tai t&, phd, vé. An khach van 1a Kim ¢ ky quan,
truyén ti€u 1am, ti€u dam.

Anh hudng ctia tho truyén da in sau trong gi6i binh
dan va trung luu & ngay ndi thanh. R6i dén phong trao
kiém hiép (Long Hinh Qudi Khdch, Chu Long Kién...)
tir Bic dwa vao, thu hit nhanh chéng gi¢i binh dan va
trung luu cong chitc. Van 1a nhiéu dong tac danh nhau,
bua phép kiéu truyén Phong than.

Tiéu thuyét Bic - theo nghia do viin si Bic Ha sang
tac, in tr Ha Noi duoc sy ing ho ndng nhiét cla gidi



cong, tw chic c6 trinh do trung hoc. Loai Tiéu thuyét
thit bdy mot thoi phd bién trong gidi trung luu, thém
Pho thong bdn nguyét san.

Nguoi Sai Gon it ¢6 ai (gan nhu khong c6) viét vian
duoc si phu Bdc Ha mén mo. No6i chung, 16i 1€ qua ndom
na, sach in sai chinh ta. Nhyut bao Sai Gon thuong md
cudc thi tho, truyén ngin, cong bd vao dip ra bao Xuan,
nhung chat luong khong cao.

Pi tim bién, thi vui méi la d6i voi dan ta nhanh
chong thu hut gi6i trung luvu. Poc bao Lyc Tinh Tdn
Van hoi phong trao Duy Tan, ta gap nhimg bai khuyén
khich di tdm bién, noi ly twdng nhit 1a Viing Tau, Long
Hai. Lan hdi giGi thuong gia, cong tw chic mdi nim
it nhit cting duoc di Ving Tau, s& phi twong doi nhe,
véi xe do. Tim ra khu vyc tinh duong & vung cao ba
Lat 1a thanh tich diéu tra nghién ctu clia bac si Yersin.
Thi tran Pa Lat thich hop v6i nguoi Au; khi hau twong
ddi lanh, thuan loi dé trong vai giong hoa ving 6n déi,
thém rau cai, chin nuéi. Biét thy noi day xay cat kiéu
viing cao chau Au, Thuy Si. Trudc kia, di Pa Lat qua
t6n kém, dung xe ltta c6 moéc bam duong ray dé khdi
tudt khi leo doc. Vé sau, 10 xe md ra, thu hit da so
ddng bao tir Bic Bo, Trung Bo, dén lap nghiép, phat
trién nganh tréng tia bong hoa; rau cai, dic biét 1a bip
céi. Du ngoan & ngoai thanh it ton kém hon, gidi cong
tu chiic va thuong gia Sai Gon hen nhau “dn nem Thu
Diic, tim su6i Xuan Truong”, trong budi dau, dung xe
c6 ngua kéo. Vuon cay in trai & Lai Thiéu hiap dan nguoi
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Sai Gon, mua ning sip cham dut, thi sau riéng, ming
cut, dau, bon bon chin ro.

Cau cd dong, cau cd song, bd mon gidi tri ctia nguoi
sanh diéu. Trudc 1950, rudng phia An Lac, Binh Chanh
it dung thudc xit ry, cd con nhiéu, nguoi Sai Gon tha
hé ding xe dap ngao du vé huéng Phii Lam, budi sdng
chi nhat, cung vai ban, mdi cao cao ban sin trén duong.
Vui trong néng sém, bau khong khi trong lanh, 1da 1én
xanh mat sip stta tré dong dong. Cau nhiéu nhiit 1a ca
10, bd vao gid, roi d&n nha bac nong dan quen than - mot
kiéu ban be két nghia - nh¢ niu com, kho hoic chién
c4, an rdi ngt; x€ chiéu, dap xe limg thimg vé Sai Gon.
Can cau kiéu ngoai nhap ban gid cao hon nhung c6 thé
ném mdi ra xa, giut cé it sdy. Cau & bén tau Luc Tinh
cii hodc di xe gin mdy Ién cau tan Bién Hoa, song Pong
Nai, song La Nga hodc ngoai bién Viing Tau.

D4 ga 1a thi vui truyén thong, thu hit moi gidi, moi
Itta tudi. Ta nhé T4 quan Lé Vin Duyét xua kia thich da
ga va hat boi. Ga Ba Piém ndi danh khip Nam Bo cling
v6i ga Cao Lanh; theo giGi nha nghé, hai giong ga nay
lai voi ga Ma Lai 1an hoi thuan hoa. Pua ngua 1a mon
gidi tri, v6i xdc suat kha khoa hoc nhung van con yéu td
may r0i, 1an hdi trd thanh tro choi “dé den”. Khi chua
chi€m tron Nam Ky Luc Tinh, ngudi Phap da mé truong
dua ngua, tai ving dat nghia dia (mit bing Bo tw 1énh
Thanh ngay nay), dén niam 1932, nhim mé& rong cho
hop véi tiéu chuén qudc t&, doi vé Phii Tho, goc duong
3 thang 2 va Ly Thuong Kiét ngay nay. Gi¢i nudi ngua



dua rén luyén tay nghé, qua doi ba thé& hé, 1im nguoi
dén xem dua ngwa dé gii tri, voi tu thé khach phong
lwu. Mot thoi, nhiéu to bao dang “Loi ban dua ngua”,
hoic ra ban tin dic biét vé tinh hinh dua ngua, dy kién
két qua. Chuyén con “than ma Pam Sap” mai gy ngac
nhién cho gi¢i nha nghé: me goc & Viét Nam, Pam Sap
cao hon 1 mét 2 da thing cho dén khi gidi nghé nhimng
con ngua cao 1 mét 40.

Nhut bdo, san khiu céi luong, bong da 1a 3 nhu cau
16m, d&n nay van con 1a cap thiét. Tirnim 1896, vai nguoi
Au & Sai Gon gip nhau tai bai ¢d ctia d6 thanh, bay gio
chua chinh trang, d€ choi qua béng hinh bau duc. Nim
sau, choi qua bong tron, 1ap ra hai doi toan ngudi Au:
clia gi¢i dan sy va cta linh bo binh Phap. Sau do, c6 doi
thit ba clia Hai quan. Nam 1905, dau tién c6 tran giao
héo v6i doi ctia Thiy quan Anh, tam dimg bén Sai Gon.
Nim sau 1ap hoi bong da dau tién clia nguoi Viét 14y tén
Gia Dinh sports, rdi 1an Iuot 1ap hoi Thi Nghe (Phi My),
hoi Cho Lén, Tan Pinh. Nam 1917, 1an dau tién doi Gia
Dinh ctia ngudi Viét doat chic vo dich Sai Gon, thing
cac doi Phap, dem niém tu tin cho nguoi Viét, déi tén
la Ngoi Sao Gia Dinh. Hoi nay ti€p tuc git vai tro tién
phong, nim 1924, lai doat gii, thing c4c doi Phap. Bdy
gio, hoi nguoi Viét phai ndm trong hé thong chi dao cla
Téng cudc Bong da do ngudi Phap cam dau. Nam 1924,
céc hoi clia nguoi Viét tach ra, 1ap Téng cudc Thé thao
ctia nguoi “An Nam”. Hang chuc doi bong cta Sai Gon
va ngoai 0 da trudng thanh: Cho Lon, Khanh Hoi, Tan
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Dinh, Paul Bert (duong Tran Quang Khai ngay nay),
Tha Dau Mot, Chg Quan, Go Vap, Phi Nhuan. Nim
1929, dugc xudt ngoai, Hoi tuyén ctia nguoi Viét, tiép
xtc giao hitu véi Singapore, Thai Lan.
San Thong Nhét ngay nay khanh thanh tir ndm 1931.
Tu nhan hodc t8 chiic twr nhan 1an luot ding ra 1ap gidi,
d6i nguoi Viét van trén chan doi ctia nguoi Phap. Chién
thuat sp doi hinh theo chit W.M, du nhap tir nim 1937,
do mot hoi tai tir Anh Qudc sang viéng Sai Gon. Luc dau,
ta thua nhung ngay vai ngay sau, ta hoc nhanh chéng,
dung chién thuat Ay d€ danh tra lai hoi nguoi Anh, va
SONNAM  da thidng. Ndm 1938, Hoi tuyén Nam Ky mé& chuyén

Nouor  Vién du, ddu véi Huong Céng r6i qua Phi Luat Tan. T
SAI GON nam 1942, thyc dan Phap 6m chan bon phat-xit Nhat
phat dong phong trao bong d4, thé thao, dién kinh rAm
ro dé nguodi dan quén nhimg bién cd 16n trén thé gisi.
Toém luoc vai nét, dé thay nguoi Sai Gon 1a khan gia
trung thanh nhat ctia bai c6, dim chiu ton kém thoi gio,
14m khi phai mua vé cho den, cau tht ndi danh lu6n ludn
duoc tran trong, danh cho cam tinh déc biét. Bao chi da
g6p phan ¢d vo, phé phan nhitng mit tiéu cyc. Ngay sau
khi dat nuéc dugce thong nhét, phong trao bong da mang
sinh khi m&i, cdc tinh trong c& nudc ti€p xtc nhau, hoc
thém kinh nghiém céc nudc ban trong khoi xa hoi chi
nghia. Pdng bao ta say mé nhimg cudc tranh gidi Al,
A2; thic thau dém nhiing cudc tranh giai bong dd Thé
Gi6i, Thé Van Hoi, chiu ton kém mua nhiéu to bdo co
tin tic thé thao, d€ duoc sau sit v6i thoi sy nong héi.



Dip dé chan hoa bao néi budn vui, hoi hop véi nguoi
md diéu khip thé gidi, ca ngoi mot tai ning thé thao
cta cé loai nguoi, khong phan biét dan tdc, chinh kién.

Thao Cam Vién, goi ndm na S& Thi, gin bo véi
nhiéu thé he, thanh 1ap kh4 sém, hon trim nim, thoat
tién 12 mit bing d€ wong cay gidng, tao ciy con, trong
thr nghiém cay cong nghiép (cao su, ca phé, va ni, ky
ninh...). Du6i mit nguoi dan thuong, cong trinh nay chi
hap din khi chung bay céc loai thd. Hap dan nhiit vin
quen goi khoi hai 1a S& Cop; ban dém, thinh thoang
nghe cop rong c¢6 1€ vi d6i hodc nhé rimg. Yéu t6 tam
ly tham kin, trong tiém thic 1a cop v6i sdu nhic lai thoi
ky khin hoang, qua giai doan nira hw nira that.

*

Mb6n dn ctia Sai Gon kha da dang, ¢ 1€ nén phan ra
mon diém tam, mén dung dip cling kiéng, dip bay tiéc
tung va nhitng moén cla gidi “sanh diéu dn nhau”. Sau thir
thach, nhiéu moén la duoc dinh hinh hoéc bi lang quén,
tuy tinh hinh kinh t€, muc thu nhap binh quan timg dau
nguoi, van van... Xin trinh bay vai nét, tuy tién, khong
c6 tham vong di sau vao chuyén dé lon nay.

Thoi Béo Dai, duong Jaccaréo ddi ra duong Tan Da.
Téan Pa 1a ké si ting thi€u nhung dn uéng phong luu.
Mo6n ngon, nhung chd ngdi (mdi truomg, khong khi)
d&, hodc nguodi ngdi dn v6i minh trong khoé thuong thi
hu ca bita 4n. Trong bai Thii dn choi, Tan Da nhic dén
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“Com ngdm Cho Lon chiea tan” 16i chu thich: “Khi toi
& Nam, ¢6 lan du tiéc vui diat & Cho Lon ¢6 nhac ca,
mot my nhan cat giong thoi la:

Tiéng sdm dn tinh bon mdt ran,

Tuong qudn chi tiéc cdnh hoa tan...

Tho vinh Kiéu & trong Khoi Tinh Con ma doc theo

PR L]

giong “ngam tho Sai Gon” thot nhién dugc nghe ciing
la mot sy khoai y”.

Néu khong 1am, day 1a bai cia Tan Da, vinh Kiéu
ldc dang ruou cho HO Ton Hién... Tan Pa ciing nhic
t6i cach uong tra Long Tinh dic biét & Cho Lon, moi
vi khach pha riéng mot chén.

bit tén duong Tan Pa, dung y goi lai sy tran trong
doi voi Tan Pa timg & X6m Ga (Go Vap). buong nay
ting ndi danh v6i nhitng hiéu 4n ctia nguoi Hoa.

Ca phé budi sang, d6i voi gidi binh dan, ngon nhat
& duong hém, chl quén chi trong chat luong dé can
gitt moOt sO khach quen thudc, 1au ngay nguodi udng
“ghién” chd ngdi, xem chii quan nhu ba con. Vui va
sang trong, m 4p tinh nguoi, mic diu ghé d4u long
chan, véach tuong 4am khoéi, thinh thodng phéi doi chd
cho nguoi dit xe ra vao; bén canh minh khong c6 duia
mit may hic 4m (bon diém chi, mat tham). O Cho C,
nhi€u quan ca phé xem nhu do ddy, vira himg dong da
dong khach, nguoi & chung pho ciing dén, tir sém, mic
dau kha gia, du tién dén tiém sang trong hon. Huong
giy mui nhé, nghién ngap cai moi truong ci, cin pho
gilta cho gilr st mang clia cdi quan nhd du lang. Nhiéu



mon in diém tam sang, kiéu Tay, kiéu Tau nhung bén
vimg nhit c6 1€ 1a com bi, com tdm, thém miéng thit
suon, lap xudng, tritng chién. Hot com taAm phai roi rac,
nhung khong qua kho (ndu gao tht ngon), thém nudc
mim cao cip. “Phé Bic” do vai ngudi thg moc qué
& Ha bong dua vao Lai Thiéu, rdi sau 1945, bit dau
phé bién xudng Sai Gon, 1an hdi quen than, goi “phd”,
nguoi Hoa ciing thich. Lai con banh béo Hué, bin bo
Hué, chua ké banh bao xiu mai, mdi tiém mang huong
vi riéng, ha ti€u My Tho (véi céi, tom, cua), hi ti€u
cd, ca thdi mong, rudi nuoéc soi (kiu phd tai) nhung
khong dinh hinh.

Ngay gid vin mang noi dung c6 truyén, nhiéu gia
dinh cuong quyét rugu d€, rét tuong trung trén ban tho,
thay vi cliing ruou bia hodc rugu Tay danh cho khach.
Mot thoi, dé biéu duong tinh than dan toc, dong bao ta
n6i v6i nhau ring ruou do thyc dan ndm doc quyén san
xudt, goi rugu “cong xi”, ruou Binh Tay bao ch& véi
hoéa chat, gay doc hai lai cing mui vi khong thich hop
vGi 6ng ba. Canh chua, va loai chudi Va (Cha Va, tir
dao Java) tuy ngon nhung khong cung dugc vi lam 6
ué ban tho, ma qui sé& 1én dén t6 canh chua dé rira tron.
Mobn ca-ry clia An, banh mi cta Phap tuy xa la nhung
d& chap nhan. Thuong c6 thit kho nuéc dira, ming tre
ham gio heo, hoidc khd qua don thit, gdi, nhung khong
cing véi mim séng, mim kho (nhitng mén nay quyén
rii ma qui). Ciing xong thi nim bay moén don mot luot
dai khach.
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Trong dam tiéc, gip nhau dé #n mén ngon, thuc
don khé ty do. Néu & gia dinh thi chi nha ché bién
don 1an luot timg mén. Ruou, vai mén dn choi, chi luc
van 1a ca ngon hoidc dic san nao do, tay hoan céanh:
bo tai, ta-pin-1u véi cdi 10 (18u, 16) & gitta, nhing nudc
s0i, moén dn con séng hay chin tuy khéau vi, luon luén
rét reou. Hodce dai tai hiéu an, danh wu tién chon lua
mon dn cho ngudi 16m tudi. Cha gio, banh phong tom
tré thanh thoi trang, xuat khau thoi My chi€ém dong vi
hap kh4u vi nguodi phuong Tay. Cha gid goi huong vi
cua “ba-té-s06”, thém vai cong rau hoac ti nudc mam.
Bénh phong tom dem chién vdi chat béo thio moc hodc
m& heo, bo. An nhimg moén nay, ding nia, ding tay,
tuy sw cao hing.

Mim thdi Chau Déc, goc xa xua 1a mim rudt cé loc,
pha ché& v6i mdm cé 16¢, x4t nho, kém thit ba chi ludc,
chudi chat, khé, vai cong rau thom. Ban cung qué, phia
Luc Tinh c6 thé moi dn mot mén duy nhat, goi huong
vi nhiét doi: Mam va rau. Mdm kho 18ng, thém sa ot,
dn v6i rau dong ndi, hodc chudi ghém (cay chudi non
xdt mdéng). Mua dau mua, tim ¢4 r6 con vira ting trudng
(mém, xuwong nhd, dé nhai nuét, goi ca co cudng) dem
kho mim #n v&i dot non ciia rau dira chi vira nhu 1én,
rau nay cong nhd, khac véi loai to, goi rau dura trau.
Mua dam, midm kho bong siing, goi khong khi ving
Dboéng Thap Muoi.

Danh cho vua chiia quan lai ¢6 con dudn cha 1a, mdi
dot cha 1a rimg chi c6 mot con. Ché dot, 1dy con dudn



trang phau, con & trang thai con nhong; nuéng trén vi
sit, chim nu6c mam chi, nguyén chat.

Xin mién ghi lai nhimg moén nhu treo miéng thit bo
1én nhanh cay v sita cho ki€n vang bu lai, vi chua chita
trong bung con ki&n vang (mot kiéu giam thanh) s& lam
chin miéng thit bo. Hodc chéo céc, chdo doi qua, thit
chuot ndu che. Hodc rugu pha ch€ nho “troi dat”, bd
vién men vao 16 nhé dudi goc dira, hoi men xong 1én
nude dira trd thanh thi reou doc dao. Hodc con tép, vira
xuc & day giang dudi song, nhiing vao giam.

Gi6i nhau khoé tanh hdo hic tim lai huvong vi va
khong khi ctia thoi khan hoang. C4 16¢ nudng trui, thoa
md&. Dau cé 16¢c hap, ngon ngot vi c6 don thém thit heo
bidm. Nhé mai luon, ria, &ch, rdn. Luon xa0 si nghé,
(xdt tung 14t méng), luon um véi rau ngd, thom mui
thudc dan toc. An khach nhut 14 14y, kiéu canh chua lwon
dé trong cai 10 tron, c6 ltra & gitta, thém gid, ca td-mat,
ldc tan tiéc rudi nwdc canh vao chén bun an thay com.

Rua rang mudi kha dit tién. Phai dn tron mot cép,
tirc hai con rdia vang (roa cdi). Thit rua tanh, nén uéng
ruou. Mat ria ding, tuong truyén bd khée, ruot in ludn,
vi sach sé&. Riia bd & mitc nao? Ria vén ting trudng
cham chap, khi ta kém kep n6 & mot nhanh cay ché hai,
tuyét d6i khong dn, thoi thép ndm cho vai giot suwong,
Ay th&€ ma doi ba nim sau vin m& mit va thd déu déu.

Ech con goi nom na “ga ddng”, thit mém, ngot, chién
bo, ta cam tron cai dui &ch dwa 1én miéng, nhai gion,
xuwong nho. Rin hé khong 16t da, ludc xé phay, tron rau
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hoic bdm nhd, xao véi bun, ¢t hanh, nhung mén co ban
van 1a chao rin hd, nau véi dau xanh, nudc cot dira.

Nay chi con 1a con luon 1a dé ki€m, moén binh dan.
Luon, rua, éch, ran mot thoi da gay duoc chu y nhu 1a
tiéng vong tir dong qué phia Tay Nam. Nguodi Sai Gon
cai c4ch kiéu xao niu, va nguodi mién Luc Tinh lai phdng
theo khau vi Sai Gon. Gi6i nhau sin sang di nim bay
cay so dé tim “khong khi”, va ngudi dau bép diing “dieu
nghé&”. Mon chéo long & Chg Dém hoic gan hon, & chg
Ba Chiéu timg ndi danh, thém dia thit, dem chét dinh
dudng con hon mot bita com.

Thinh hanh vao khoang 1955, mai dén nay hay con
ding ving trén thuc don clia ngudi Viét - nhit la Viét
kiéu - van 1a canh chua va ca ro kho to. Khi cho doi,
thudng thiic mon an choi, dai khai, gdi bao tix, goi sua.

Canh chua ngon khi nao nhiing vi man, ngot, cay,
chua da hai hoa. Canh chua cé bong lau, dn 16n miéng,
chdm nudc mim nguyén chat. C4 ro kho to (cai mé kho)
ngay xua dung céi to bé, dic thing lén than hong, kho
cho can nudc, sau d6 dung diia ma quet. C4 r6 mé, kho
v6i nwéc mam bién, thém tiéu, md. Bi quyét nha nghé
duoc gitr kin, néu “dn khach”, dé 1am giau. An cé kho
voi dua gia, dua ngo sen, dua cai.

Vi tii tién vira phdi ngay nay, ndm ba ngudi ban c6
thé tim 15i thoat kha phong Iwu: Di cwr x4 Thanh Pa, vit
lu6c va chéo vit; bén Tha Thiém (An Khanh), vit xiém
ba moén: r0-ti, ludc, chao. Phia Nha Be, tir 1au néi danh

ca chia voi, séng nudc lg, goi chia voi vi trén lung, moc



ra cai chia kha dai nhu chiéc daa, nhu cdi chia voi. Nam
ba ngudi 4n mot con, nao goi; xao, ndu chdo, uéng chuit
ruou, ngl trén vong rdi tré vé khi x& chiéu. Bay bén tai
twr gia, bau khong khi than mat.

Com binh dan, thoi trude 1945 mai ghi ddu 4n trong
Itta tudi gia 70 tudi, con goi com “that nghiép” hoidc
“com lam v6” (rabiot) ti€ng 16ng ctia nha binh Phap,
chi phan #n bd sung néu nguoi linh dn hét phan tiéu
chuin ma chua no. Ciing c¢6 nghia “com thira c4 cin”
do gi¢i dau thau mua lai pha ch€, thém gia vi, nau soi
dé sat trung, roi ban, chat lwong con kha cao, tung
cuc thit bo. Com “lam v&” bay ban bén duong, ngang
hong Dong Duong ngan hang, ngudi that nghiép thuong
hai hudc; “dao nay toi in com 1am vd, lam viéc biang
Anh-do6-sin”. Tinh trang 4y da 1a di vang xa xua, nhung
com binh dan van 12 nhu cau 16n. Nhiéu tiéu thuong &
ngoai thanh (Héc Mén, Ba Diém, Binh Chénh...) dén
noi thanh mua ban, dén x¢& chiéu méi vé, chua ndi dén
khéch vang lai. Ngay binh thuong va nhut 1a dip gan
Tét. Nguoi qua lai cho Binh Tay, chg Cau Ong Lanh,
tlr mién Tay, hodc mién boéng Nam Bo, Nam Trung
Bo. Moén dn “ty chon” phd bién nhiit 1a com dia, dung
mu6ng nia voi thit swom heo nudng, hodc vai con tép,
tring chién, thit heo quay, tring vit kho. Com dia luc
ban dau 1a sang kién ctia nguoi Hai Nam, 1am dau bép
cho ngudi Au, 4p dung cho gi6i binh dan. Cho Bén
Thanh tir xwa néi danh noi ban com ngon, sach va ré
nhiit, 1dm nguoi & Sai Gon chua biét diéu 4y. Vi canh




tranh, ngudi ban phai tu diéu chinh gid ca. Ngdi ghé,
an com v&i nhiéu mon, thém bot tuy kha niang, sau do,
an che, da loai. Hodc 4n bi bun, nem nuéng, banh xeo
thay com. Puong Nguyén An Ninh ciing 1a tu diém in
uéng danh cho khach vang lai. Trong cho Bén Thanh
ngoi chat choi, khong ban ruou; & duong Nguyén An
Ninh, c6 thé uéng, ngdi néi chuyén véi ban be thoai
mai hon, tuy ndng mua thi€u tién nghi. Bu dip lai, thirc
dn khd ngon. Nguoi ban gidi tay nghé, lam viéc khong
hé tay tir himg dong dén x& chiéu, v6i doi ba nguoi
lang len dé chao moi.

SONNAM No6i chung, khiu vi ctia ngudi Sai Gon 1a thich ngot

Nouor  (moén kho, mon xao, tham chi mdm s6ng dung nhiéu
SAIGON duong), khong dn min uéng dam nhuw nguoi ving bién
phia Tay Nam. Nhiing dic san cia Quang Nam (mi
Quang), Hu€ (tré, che, banh béo) clia dong bing song
H6ng (cha lua, banh cudn, banh 14 gai, bin, vit xdo
ming...) thuong bay ban & diém riéng, danh cho gioi
sanh diéu. Mach nha, duong phéi Quang Ngai c6 miit.
O Cho Lén, di mén dn Quang Pong, Triéu Chau, Ta
Xuyeén, thim chi mén Bic Kinh.

Nude dira xiém trong va mat. Mdy “sinh t6” véi
mang cau xiém xay nat, thém sita hop.

Truéce 1945, mai hién cta khach san Continental
lan ra 1& duong, du khach nguoi Au chon noi d6 lam
chd ngdi 1y tudng nhiit dé uéng ruou, thudng thic bau
khong khi dic tha ctia “Hon ngoc Vién Dong”: phai
chon luc chang vang, phd da 1én dén, sinh hoat ban



ngay vura dat, “dém Sai Gon vira m& ctta”. Thi hao An
Do 1a Tagore, nha van Phap Man-r6 (André Malraux)
ting ngdi & 1& duong ndi trén, thém nhimg 6ng hoang
ba chia Tay Au tam dimg chan trén duong qua Nhut,
qua Huong Cang, ghé Sai Gon, tranh thd thoi gian di
tham quan dién Ang-co.

Chg Bén Thanh, phia duong Lé Thanh Ton, danh
cho trai cay. Ngay tir ddu mua, nha vuon da dem dén,
qua ldc “dong ken” rdi cudi mua. Nhimg trai ngon nhut
ttr phia dong bang déu gom vé&, quanh nim: cam, quyt,
nhan, siu riéng, ming cut, xoai, budi, mang cau, thém
trai nhap cang. Nhiéu ngudi ban rong, dén tan trudc clra
pho, chon nhiing trai ngon nhut, ban cho than chi quen
thudc. Lam khi trdi cay & Sai Gon lai ré hon & tinh, vi
dua vé qua nhiéu, nén “do6i”. Nguoi giau, dn trau vang
cau twoi man nam. Trai coc, khom, chom chom danh
cho moi tdi tién. Binh dan ma sang trong nhiit c6 1&
1a x0ai twong; 4n gion, thim giong vao mia ning. Oi,
chudi, dira twoi, man, ban khip noi, quyén ra hoc tro.
Vi chiit it tién, ngudi sanh diéu ngdi mot chd thudng
thitc mua nao trai ay, “day dia mua di nhip hai ha”. Cua
bién, kho cé goc, tdom kho, mim rudc loai ngon nhit
chung bay phia Chg Cti, mot thoi néi danh véi mén
“com tho” va moén thit heo quay. Mua ning, trude 1975,
ngoi 4n bén 1é duong, vao dém, & khu vuc Nguyén Tri
Phuong (Lacaze) vui va am cing, nguoi trung luu, gidi
tw san, tai phiét gip nhau, chen chiic, ngdi in, bé dai...
vai trdim mét.




La bén cang, nguoi dia phwong wa thich xai hang
nudc ngoai vi c6 pham chat tot, nhiit 12 vi td mo, mudn
khoe thoi trang véi ban bé. Nudc Phap ndi danh thé
gi6i, hdi truoc 1945, voi nhiu mit hang xa xi pham:
phan son, nudc hoa, kiéu quan 4o, dd thily tinh, nhiit 12
ruou. Rugu chét (ruou vang) tir cudi thé ky XIX da dua
dén timg thung, nguyén chit dé vo chai, dan nhan tai
Sai Gon, ban gid ré, nhit 1a regu san xuét tir An-gié-ri
(Algérie) hodc mién Nam nu6c Phap (Roussillon), gan
bén cang ctia Phap, s& phi nhe. Mot thoi, gidi lao dong
c6 thé udéng ruou chat Riit-xi-dong (Roussillon) nhan

SONNAM  hiéu con doi. Du (6) 1am tai Phap, nhdm cung tng cho

Nouyar  thude dia, pham chat t6t, gid vira phéi, chua ké xa bong
SAIGON thom hiéu C6 Ba, nhim thda méan cam quan cla nguoi
Sai Gon va cac tinh, lai con thude Tay duoc ctia Phap,
ta quen dung.

Sai Gon ngay Tét, tir cudi thé ky XIX, mai dén trude
1975, hon mot thé ky, hang nuéc ngoai dd xo vao, dic
biét tir Hwong Céang, Singapore, thim chi, nao nhang,
deén cay, tranh trang tri (in mau truyén Tam Qudc, Phong
Than) thém cam quyt, nho, 1&, tao, cha la (ddc san cta
chau Phi). Hoi dau th€ ky, tir Huong Céng, San Dau
ch& dén nhitng chau hoa tuoi (ctic, mau don). Chua noi
dén thudc Béc, céc vi thudce dung cho Pong y phan lon
déu nhap.

Thoi My, nhiéu hang tiéu dung tran ngap, tir Nhat,
My, Phap, Anh. La bén cang giao luu thuén 1¢i vi Pong
Nam chau A va phuong Tay, nguoi trung luu dé tim



séch bdo nuoc ngoai dé hoc hdi kinh nghiém (thi du ky
thuat trinh bay, van phong ctia bai bao). Thich nghe dai
nudc ngoai, va tinh hinh trong nuéc, 14m khi dua tin vit
(d6ng bao goi la radio Ca-ti-na), nguon tin clia dan 4n
nhau duong Péng Khdi ngay nay lai nhay bén vé gia
vang, gid do-la; dao trudc nhiéu ngan hang dit chi nhanh
& Sai Gon, hoi suat ngoai té 1én xudng timg ngay, anh
hudng dén viéc chuyén ngan va xuat nhap cang. Thich
hoc ngoai ngit, biét ti€ng Quang Pong thi dé lam 4n véi
thuong gia Cho Lén, biét ti€ng Phap, ti€ng Anh thi m&
rong kién thic, dé gidp co hoi 1am dn. Khodng thoi gian
sau 1930, nhiéu nguoi c6 géng cho con chau du hoc néi
duoc ti€ng Phép, giao thiép dé dang, dé tim viéc lam,
ting cung, gy gd v6i bon chi Phap, chiing kiéng né
hon, doc bdo chir Phép c6 nhiéu luong thong tin.

La noi giao lvu, dAu méi kinh t€, thwong mai cda
phia dong bing v6i Campuchia, véi Tay Nguyén, Nam
Trung Bo, nhiéu dich vu 14n hdi mé ra. Mudn cai thién
doi song, phai ra duomg, nghe tin tic, nhd vao ban be
ciing nhu gitp ban be, khi can. L&dm nguoi sudt ngay
& ngoai duong, trong s&, dén t6i moi vé. Hay to mo tir
chuyén 16m dé€n chuyén nhd: quan sat dam tang nha giau,
dao cac hiéu budn dé xem cac mit hang md&i nhép va
gia ca lén xuong. Thich xem, thich can dg vao nhiing
“dam dong”. Ta nhé Sai Gon, hdi xdy ra cdc cudc ddo
chinh, chinh ly, biéu tinh hodc Tong cong kich Mau
Than, nguoi lon, tré con déu ra duong, ding trudc cia,
hodc nhap cudc. Thich dn uéng ngoai duong, ding ma
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4n tai chd, 1a phong luu, ding diéu, phu hop véi “dam
dong” (dn bo bia, gdi du d v6i gan bo).

Vé long yéu nudc, tinh than chéng thyc dan Phap,
My, phdi la chuyén dé, & day tam dong khung trong
pham vi truyén thong goi 1a “hao khi Dong Nai”. Thoat
tién, 1a 10i khich 1é ctia chia Nguyén, khi “tdu quéc”,
duoc sy gitip do vé nhan luc, tai lyc, vat Iyc. “Tac dat
ngon rau on Chida”. Trong budi du, dat rong nguoi thua,
nh¢ chanh sach twong d6i buong 16ng (vi that ra bon
quan lai kh6 kiém sodt) nhiéu nguoi Viét tir mién Nam
Trung Bo, Thanh Nghé Tinh, thém luwu dan (goc nong
dan) tr mién Nam Trung Hoa d&n do tht thoi van lam
dn dé dai hon & qué xit. Ngay phong tuc hiy con diu
4n clia nguoi mién Nam Trung Bo va nong dan Trung
Hoa. Vé sau, thém nhiing dot tir Bic Bo vao, gdy thém
sinh lyc. Mot cau hdi: Nguoi Sai Gon va phia dong
bing thuong mang thanh kién v6i nguoi Hué, 16 1a ky
thi dia phuwong. Xin tra 10i duit khoat: Nguoi Hu€, trong
bai phi C6 Gia Pinh da duoc nhic t6i, véi thanh kién,
tir doi Gia Long. Ta hiéu day 1a kiéu néi mo ho dé bai
xich giGi tham quan 6 lai tir Hu€ vao, “Thira Thién nich
hét”. Luu dan tir Ngii Quéng chay tron tai hoa phong
kién (dong d6 & xit Hué) lai bi bon quan lai, bon cudong
hao ac ba truy na theo, ti€p tuc boc 16t & ving dat lanh!

Nhung “hao khi Péng Nai” khong phai 1a kiéu “ngu
trung”, mi quang. Pén khi Lé Vin Duyét nim quyén
Téng tran Gia Pinh thanh, gay phian kh&i cho Pong Nai
- Bén Nghé, thi ro rang bi vua quan “tr ngoai Hué” ky



thi. Dan gian thud 4y xem thai do cia Minh Mang nhu
12 vong an bac nghia, tra dap cong than. Cudc khdi binh
cta Lé Vin Khoi qua that duwgc mot s6 ngudi ung ho,
quéan khdi loan tir tha trong thanh, v6i quyét tam 16m.
Roi quan lai tir Hué vao dan 4p, qua w da man, bao nhiéu
oan hon vat vudng & “Ma Nguy”. Nguy, theo ti€ng thoi
xua, 12 1am gidc, chong lai chinh quyén chinh théng. Vua
Minh Mang khong dugc 1ong dan & Sai Gon, noi phan
mo ctia Lé Vin Duyét bi nhuc ma. Trong dan gian, dén
dai ring dém dém nghe ti€ng quan kéu khoc, quy gian
than hon, lac ngua reo vang quanh phan mo ho Lé. Ta
hiéu day 1a kiéu tru rda nha vua. Dén khi Truong Dinh,
chiéu mo nghia quan chong thyc dan Phap thi hao khi
trd vao tay clia ngudi chong linh Triéu dinh Thién ho
Duong, Nguyén Trung Tryc tiéu bi€u cho hao khi Pong
Nai, mic dau chong lai duong 16i hii bai cia Triéu dinh,
ctia Phan Thanh Gian.

Thay d6i chd &, thay d6i nghé nghiép va 1im khi thay
ddi mic song. Trong vai nim, c6 thé giau nhanh, rdi pha
sén hodc nguoc lai. Qué that Sai Gon 1a noi m& ra nhiéu
hy vong, ngay trong cudc doi niy, thua keo nay, bay keo
khac. Ngheo, khong mic cam, ty ti. Giau, khong dam
kiéu cdng qud muc vi nguon goc cla ho xua kia déu 1a
ngheo, 16 van. Nudc nha doc lap, nhitng nam gip kho
khin vé doi song, sau ngay gidi phong ngudi Sai Gon
van lac quan, mic dau lo au. Rdi thi hang xuat khau,
lién doanh v6i nude ngoai, ba con Viét kiéu, thiy dién
Tri An, dau khi Viing Tau, tom, diéu, my nghé, gidy da.




Quan trong nhiit 1a sy doan tu Bic Nam, ngay cang
gin b6, hi€u nhau hon, trong qu4 trinh lao dong san xuat,
chién dau gitt nudce, lam nghia vu quéc t€. Lai con trién
vong giao luu, hop téc cu thé véi Lao, Campuchia, cac
nudc lang giéng Dong Nam chau A.

Van dé doan két ton gido, nhit 1a dao Phat va dao
Thién Chiia qua 1a khong thanh van d¢, toan thanh pho
ron rip dip Noel, Phat Dan, Tét Trung Thu. Dang giai
thich la tuc 1€ “thd cing 6ng ba” lién quan hitu co voi
viéc cung t&€ & dinh lang, kém theo hoi 1€ truyén thong
dip Tét Nguyén Dan. Truy ly lich dé danh gid md ma,

SONNAM  dinh than 1a diéu khong thyc t€, quan liéu. Sic phong ghi

Noyan  dich danh tén vi than thanh hoang 1a diéu it thay (ngoai
SAIGON 1y truomg hop Nguyén Hitu Canh, Thoai Ngoc Hau,
hoic thoi Béo Pai phong than cho nguoi theo Phap nhu
D6 Hitu Vi). Lé phong sic than, & Nam Bo, chi c6 tir
doi Minh Mang vé sau. Viéc xin sic phai trai qua nhiéu
thit tuc phiic tap, 13m khi c6 tién ma ching biét lo héi 16
cho quan nao. Cho doi muoi ndm, nhiéu lang ctr nguoi ra
ngoai Hué€ dé€ van nai. Phin 16m, sic phong vao nim Ty
Diic thit 5 (1852). Ta hiéu day 1a thoi diém vua Ty Pic
chi trong vao chéanh séch 1ap don dién & dong béing song
Cttu Long. Trudc nguy co xam luoc ctia Tay phuong,
vua quan mudn vd vé ngudi ving dit xa xoi dé ho gén
b6 véi TS qudc. Ngay tai Sai Gon, tuy 1a dit xwa, nhung
lang Phd Nhuan lanh sic phong ciing vao thoi diém Ay,
qua tré ndi. Lang nay xudt hién tir doi Gia Long, phai
chiing sic than cii da bi that lac, nén xin sic than, 1an nhi.



Dinh than tuong trung cho sw gin bé clia lang mac
voi ca nude, voi T quoc. Khong sic than, phai tao ra
mot ndi dung gi d6, trong khi cho doi, 1dm khi dinh
l1a noi thd Quan Cong hodc tho Ca dng (ctia gidi ngw
phd, truomg hop dinh thd Nguyén Trung Truc & Kién
Giang). Phai c¢6 dinh d€ bay ra 1& hoi thang Giéng, vui
choi sau dip Tét, voi hat boi, va nhimng tro choi truyén
thong (danh vo, da ga). Thip nhang, 1am 1€ & dinh, véi
ndi dung nhé on nhimg “Khai qudc cong than”, khong
can ly lich. Thip nhang, vai lay dé ching td minh ton
trong dao lam ngudi, ¢6 luong tam. Chuyén xau ma ta
1am, ban be biét, néu che giau dugc thi than thanh ciing
biét, than thanh khong biét thi luong tAm ta biét. Nguoi
khong tin tudng gi ca, khé 1am dn véi ban be vi thiéu
su tin cay. It ra, ngay Tét ciing khiém ton thip nhang
trude ban tho td tién, tai dinh chua. Ngoai toa an clia
ché& d@o, con mot tda an cao ca hon. D6 1a lich si, 1a dao
ly lam nguoi.

Bd&i vay, nguoi ving dat mai rat hanh dién khi trong
dia phan thon x6m minh may ra con duoc ngo6i dinh
xua, ngdi mo xua cda vi cong than nao do, di nhién 1a
doi nha Nguyén. Lap dinh, mi€u v6i ndi dung nho “cay
¢cOi nude ngudn”. Lan hdi, vé tam 1y dan gian, ndi dung
bién ddi chiit it. O' lang Binh Hoa (Ba Chiéu) tir xua c6
dinh Binh Hoa, nhung ddng bao xem dén thd T4 quan
Lé Vian Duyét nhu ngoi dinh cao cap cla ca Sai Gon.

La tht d6 ctia thudc dia Nam Ky, méic nhién Sai Gon
bi chia ré ra 3 khu vuyc ro rét: khu vuc ngudi Hoa & Cho
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Lén, voi chua Ong, chua Ba lam biéu twong van hoa;
riéng ngudi Viét thi cd thd & dit Gia Dinh xua, ving
Ba Chiéu, v6i nghé lam lao dong va cong tw chic. Ba
Chiéu, phai c6 biéu twong vin hoa Viét dé can doi voi
van hoéa clia nguoi Hoa va vian hoa Phap.

Truong hop Phan Thanh Gian & Vinh Long, ma
dén Ta quan & Ba Chiéu c6 dit bai vi, ton tho tir trude
1894, dédng duoc luu y trong boi canh lich st dic thu.
Nédm 1866, tai chg Vinh Long, mi€u Vin Thanh (tho
Khdng Tt) thanh hinh v6i vat liéu so sai, do Phan Thanh
Gian va Nguyén Thong nhidm khoi day long yéu nuéc
clia nho si, sau khi mat ba tinh mién Pong. Thyc dan
dén, miéu hu hao, gi6i nho si, dién chii tring tu lai nim
1903, nhim dé cao su hién dién ctia vin hoa Viét, vao
budi nguoi Phap nang do viec xay dung nha tho dao
Thién Chua. Nam 1907, phat dong phong trao Duy Tan
do cu Phan Bdi Chau lam thd 1anh thi nho si, dién chi,
cong chic nghi ra sang ki€n, duoc Tran Chanh Chiéu,
mot nhan si tich cuc nhit tan thanh: Tho Phan Thanh
Gién & Vin Xuong Céc, bén canh miéu Vian Thanh.
Viéc dy khi€n bon tay sai thyc dan Phap buc minh, doc
bao Nong C6 Min Dan nam 1907, ta thady Tran Ba Tho
cong kich Tran Chanh Chiéu vé tdi “nghich dao”, (theo
nghia Tran Chanh Chiéu theo dao Thién Chia ma tham
gia sy tho cing, t€ 1€ Phan Thanh Gian, tirc 1a ta dao)
Tran B4 Loc theo ddi phong trao yéu nudc nay, vé sau
chinh hin tim ra bing ching cu thé viéc dua hoc sinh
Nam Ky qua Nhut, Tran Chanh Chiéu tra 16i trén béo:



“Th¢ Phan Thanh Gian vi 6ng l1a nguoi biét liém si, vi
dan nudt doc” (udng thude doc). Pong bao Vinh Long
xem viéc ton tho Phan Thanh Gién, trong bdi canh ay,
1a chinh déang, kiéu tranh diu trong long dich, dung
hinh thitc hop phép, thd mot nho si biét nhuc khi dé
cho nudc mat.

K& hoach khai thac Dong Duong ctia Toan quyén
Du-me (Doumer) nhim dao kinh giao thong phia Hau
Giang, m& duong sit xuyén Pong Duong, da nang mic
sén xudt lda gao ctia Nam B0 ting vot, roi sau D& nhut
th& chién, thuc dan dau tw thém, sanh hoat trong ca nudc
va rieng Nam Bo da thay ddi ro rét. Tau thiy, xe do,
qudc 19, bén do My Thuan, phia Cau Kho 14p can, cho
Binh Tay thanh hinh, thém hang xudng, nha may xay
xdt. Timg 16p tur san, dién chi phat trién... ddy sinh lyc.
Nhimng cénh ddng co bay thing canh, cong ti Bac Liéu,
cong tr My Tho; & mdi quan, mdi lang, nha ngéi ctia
dién chd moc I1én, mua sdm nhitng mit hang tiéu dung
nhap cang. Tiéu dién chd, chl vuon cay in tréi, gidi phi
nong c6 thém tién bac. Géanh hat cai luong thi nhau trinh
dién. Y thic quéc gia, dan toc vuon 1én, nhung 1an hoi
cam thay bat lyc. Nta thé ky trude, dong chi Nguyén
Vin Nguyén da phan tich, trén bao Pong Duong s6 2
ngay 15-1-1939, (suu tap lai trong “Thdng Tdm, Troi
Manh Thu”, Vin Nghé Thanh phd H6 Chi Minh, 1987).




“Vdn than (phong trao Vin than) tiéu diét, quoc gia
chii nghia cia ddn chiing khong tiéu. N6 thanh mot quoc
gia chii nghia bdt lyc. Va cing vi su bdt luc dy, né moi
day rdy sanh lyc. Sanh lyc ciia cdi tinh cdm quoc gia
khong biéu 1o dwoc, cdt nghia cdi mdt 6ng Phan Chdau
Trinh. N6 cdt nghia luén sw loi dung ciia giai cdp phii
hdo bon xit trong phong trao Ldp Hién”.

“C4i mit ong Phan Chau Trinh”, ta hiéu 1a sy hién
dién, vai tro cia Phan Chau Trinh. Xin trich dan thém
cling bai béo ay:

“Cdi quoc gia chii nghia bdt luc ma ddy sanh luc dy

SONNAM  sanh ra trong ddn chiing mot cdm tdnh nghé thudt ddc

Neud  Dbiét, khong khda thich duoc, khong gidi quyét duoc 6n
SAIGON théa, né bi don ép, bi dm dnh. Ti thay Thong Chdnh
dén tho Sdu Trong, Sdau Nhé, Hai Miéng... tdm hon cia
ddn chiing tim trong nghé thudt cdi cdm tdnh ma ho
yéu thich...”

Tron 10n céi tinh cdm qudéc gia bat luc véi chuyén
Tau, ta thiy cai cam tanh nghé thuat ctia dan ching tim
nguoi anh hung, thuan thu, trung nghia nhu trong Khéng
gido va c6 khi ndi giong nira.

Dam tang cu Phan Chau Trinh, t6 chic tai Sai Gon
1a dip cho toan dan tir Bic chi Nam tap hop, biéu tinh
thi uy, thach thic bon thuc dan.

Trd lai mot chi ti€t quan trong cta Nguyén Vin
Nguyén: “Va ciing vi sy bat lyc 4y n6 méi day riy sanh
luc”, sanh ra trong dan chiing mot cam tanh nghé thuat
dac biét khong thda thich duoc.



Chu nghia quoc gia, (hiéu la hé tu twdng phong
kién tw sén, chéng ngoai xdm) da giai thich tai sao
ngudi Sai Gon, nguoi & phia Nam, van nhic dén Nha
Nguyén, véi nhiéu tinh cdm. Tuy h bai, nhung triéu
dai nay ciing 1a tiéu biéu cho quéc gia, dan toc. Ta
thuong nghe dong bao ring & dia phwong minh con
dau tich ctia Gia Long tiu quéc hodc md ma 6ng quan
“Pang Cuu” nao giéng Tién, bai Ngu, bén Ngu, thaim
chi hoang than Cuong D€ da timg dén. Vi d6 1a hién
vat clia qudc gia, quy nhat 1a sic than & dinh lang,
nhitng chua “sic t¢”. Thi du nhu chua Giac Lam & Tan
Binh dugc nang cdp, nho vua Thanh Thai dén viéng,
xac nhan 1a “td dinh”.

Vi bt lyc nén né day rdy sanh lyc! Mudn c6 sanh
luc, phai c6 co s& vat chat “manh vé gao, bao vé tién”.
Ngay & vung thon qué da dinh hinh, mot hai nguoi dién
cht, ba bon ngudi phd néng du stc ding ra kéu goi
dan lang quyén cat dinh, chua; phan con lai duoc ban
t6 chic trung tu 4y bao cap! Thi dua nhau, s6i néi dé
lang cia minh tuy hoi ngheéo nhung khong kém lang
bén canh: mua cay cdm xe tir Campuchia, Ha Lao, ruéc
tho moc tr Thd Dau Mot, tho cham tir Go Cong, Tha
Dau Mot, tir Quang Ngai, tir Bic Bo dén, nudi dudng
day d, tra tha lao xing dang. Pinh mo phong theo kién
tric cia Thé mi€u ngoai Hué. Chua ciing theo mo thiic
mién Trung, dic biét 1a rat thoang, kiéu lai tap, 1dm
khi gidn miéng chén kiéu cho sang sta (thay cho gach
men), bao lam, lién ddi thép vang, thim my cla nguoi
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méi lam giau, thich khoe khoang. Phap goi “kiéu thic
doi vua Khai Dinh”.

Céng tam quan truéc miéu Lé Vin Duyét, xay dung
khoang 1949, mot thoi da 1a biéu twong vin hoa cda
Sai Gon.

Vé kién triic clia ngudi Phap goi “thiic kiéu & thudc
dia” (Style colonial) duwgc du khach ngoai ham thich, vi
la mét: Buu Dién, Dinh Gia Long cii, Nha hat, khach
san Cong-ti-ndn-tan (Continental), khach san Majestic
(nay goi Clru Long). Ta nh¢ tht d6 La Habana cta
Cu-ba timg chiu anh hudng sau dam ctia ch€ do thudc
dia, da lvu lai nhiéu cong trinh xay dung, duoc ny ban
UNESCO nhin nhan 1a di san vin hoa clia toan cau,
goi “La Habana thdi thudc dia” (La Havane coloniale).

ES

Nguoi méi, ddt méi, bén cang Sai Gon, noi vin
héa Viét tir ddng bing song Hong, song Huong dén
trién khai, duoc thir thach, ding vitng. Nhu ngdi nha
cot keéo rét chic, nén vimg nhung vach dé tréng; giong
bido thdi qua nhidu dot, khong bi sap d5. Anh ning va
khong khi c6 thira.

Hién vat xua nhét la cay. Cay mai & trén go, hoa
nd trong sach, phan cheo leo, tir gitta thé ky XIX, diing
tram ngam “Ldng 1é chudng quen con bong xé. To le
ken lg mdt troi chiéu”. Doi ba ciy da & sau Toa an va
tredc Nha Bao tang cach mang ngay nay la cay da com,



chg nhéom dudi bong mat, ban 40 mao cho nguoi dau
T tai & Truong thi Gia Dinh. Cu D6 Chiéu da dén day
ching? Bién ¢6 Tran Vin On, da xay ra phia trudc cay
da nay, sau d6, ddm tang lén. Sai Gon mang stc hiit
kha manh. Ph6 bang Nguyén Sinh Huy da dén, roi thay
gido Nguyén T4t Thanh, r6i Tran Phid. Hoc Mon - Ba
Diém kién cuong. S& Ba Son 1a xi nghiép dau tién, tru
s& Nha Rong 1a dinh thy dau tién cta thyc dan Tay
phuong, so véi toan cdi Bong Duong.

Sai Gon ron rip, mau xanh ctia hang me ¢6 thy, mau
séc ruc ro clia bong gidy (moéc déu). Sai Gon khong kho
tanh it soi méi, ché soi téc lam tw d€ danh gid nguoi va
sy vat. Ldm nguoi & Sai Gon tlr ba doi ma... khong biét
doc, biét viét, séng voi nghé “ban hang”, mua ban vit
& cho Bén Thanh, cau Ong Lanh, chg Binh Tay. Nhing
ngudi gia, mic 4o ba ba, khi dao phd, uéng ca phé, di
hét téc nhu hdéi may muoi ndm trude, goi duong phd
voi nhitng tén xwa: duong A-rat Vet-don, Da Ba Bau,
S& Bong... Nhimng anh tai x& 14i xe do di Ba Piém - Hoc
Mon, nhitng ba 1do tir GO Vap xudng thim con chau,
muoi ngdy di mot 1an, dn trAu nhung thinh thoang hit
di€u thudc c6 can! Ton trong ngudi xua, néu con sot
ndm mo vo danh nao bén canh nha thi thinh thoang thip
nhang, dip Thanh minh. O ving qué ngoai thanh, dét con
rong, c6 ngudi con bung chén com dén nim mo chua
rdo, con phu chiéc chiéu, dit chén com trude dau mo,
thip nén nhang rdi im ling vé nha, gitta mau xanh 14
non, trong con mua lat phét, uét 4o, uét chiéc khin tang.
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Nhitng “tam sy ctia mot doi nguodi kho quén”! Ba con
Viét kiéu nudi ti€c moi truong Sai Gon ci “phd budn
mua bay”, “udng nuéc dira hay nudéc mit qué huong”.
Soéng véi cam tinh nhung d6 1a tinh ngudi, khong tinh
toan hon thiét. Ca mé clia hai chdu Viét-Dic moi day
da gay xic dong la thuong, ai nhin trén truyén hinh ma
khong im ling, chdy nuéc mit. C6 nguoi 1ing ling di
thip nhang & ngoai san, trén ban tho 6ng Thién hoic
1an chudi bd-dé. Tinh hao hiép biéu 1o ngay Ging ho tdi
da nhitng nguoi thay thudc da nghe theo tiéng néi clia
khoa hoc, ctia luong tam. Bac si Araki dén Sai Gon,
st gia clia ndi Phd Si, cia x& hoa anh dao, noi ganh
chiu hau qua cda chién tranh hat nhan. Stic manh cta
vuon Thién, vai khoi da trén san cat. Khai da 1a con
manh thi dang ndm im, cat 1a dong doi. Mot nha tho
da dit 1oi cho ban Vong ¢d dan gian, nhic dén bac si.
Mot nit ky gia ghi lai chi tiét 16m: bac si da mang theo
chiéc 4o tring, cdi ca-vat den, dé khi hai chau khong
con song, béc si sé vé lai manh dat qué huong clia minh,
nhu ké vira di dug mot dam tang. Nam Mo Diéu Phap
Lién Hoa Kinh.

Dong doi cudn cudn, gip tang d4 to, nuéc xody tron,
tr& nguoc, nhung khong ti dong. Lam sao mo ta dong
song dang chay ra bién rong? Lam sao ghi lai vai nét
g6p ¥y vé phong cach nguoi Sai Gon - con ngudi binh
thuong - ma c6 thé 1am hai long ngudi Sai Gon, nhat

la gidi tré. Vai gép y, khong quéa chl quan, thién vi.



Xin bit chuéc cu Nguyén Du, “Thién cdn 6 tai long ta.
Chit tdm kia méi bang ba chit tai. Loi qué chdp nhdt

dong dai. Mua vui ciing dwgc mot vai trong canh”.

Thdng 10 nam 1988
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& NGUOI SAI GON
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Chiju trdch nhiém xudt ban:
Giam déc - Téng bién tip NGUYEN MINH NHUT
Chiu trach nhiém ngi dung:
Pho6 Giam ddc - Pho Tong bién tip NGUYEN THE TRUAT
Bién tdp & swa ban in:
PHAM SY SAU
Bia:
BUI NAM
Minh hoa bia:
LAM CHi TRUNG
Ky thuat vi tinh:
NGUYEN MAI KHANH

NHA XUAT BAN TRE
161B Ly Chinh Thing - Quan 3 - Thanh phd H6 Chi Minh
DT: 39316289 - 39316211 - 38465595 - 38465596 - 39350973
Fax: 84.8.38437450 - E-mail: hopthubandoc @nxbtre.com.vn
Website: http://www.nxbtre.com.vn

CHI NHANH NHA XUAT BAN TRE TAI HA NOI
S6 21, day All, khu Bam Trau, p. Bach Ding, q. Hai Ba Trung, Ha Noi
PT: (04)37734544 - Fax: (04)35123395
E-mail: chinhanh @nxbtre.com.vn

CONG TY TNHH SACH DPIEN TU TRE (YBOOK)
161B Ly Chinh Thing, P.7, Q.3, Tp. HCM
DT: 08 35261001 — Fax: 08 38437450
Email: info@ybook.vn
Website: www.ybook.vn



P4t Gia Dinh-B&n Nghé xua
&nguoi SaiGon
Trén ving dat “sen tan hoi dm, bdn gay mdt bin”, nhiing
nguoi Viét da chiing t6 dugc minh, tim gdp lai minh, qua siic
chiu dung trudng ky trude cdc thit thdch, qua tai sdng tao
trudc cdc tinh hudng khdc nghiét, qua su hoa dong tuyét diéu
vdi nhitng con ngudi thudc cdc dan tgc khdc nhau véi nhitng
vin héa khdc nhaw, d& hoan thanh mot lanh tho khang trang
chita ddy sic song va giit viing duge tinh cdch thong nhat
nhiém mau ciia dan téc minh.
Lam sao hiéu hét cung bdc, nhip diéu cia bdn trudong ca -
dong thoi la bdn himg ca - Nam tidn cda ddn tdc Vigt, néu
khong cé nhiing cong trinh ghi lai, ddu la mudn mot, nhitng
chang duing di caa tién nhdn?

—Vii Hanh
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