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Gidi thiéu

Bién nién suU xu
Prydain [a bd sach noi
ti€ng cua tac gia My Lloyd
Alexanderr, mo0t  trong
nhifng tén tudi IGn nhét
trong dong van hoc phiéu
luu ky ao thé gidi. VGi tam
voc va dac trung cua no,
tdc phdm nay dudc xép
ngang hang vai cac bo sach
nhu "Bién nién s xu

https://thuviensach.vn



Narnia" cua C.S.Lewis hay
"The Dark Is Rising" cua
Susan Cooper. Bién nién
s xU Prydain da dugc
ti€éu thu trén ba triéu bo.
Trong b6 sach nam tap
nay, tap dau tién "Sach Vé
BO Ba" da dudc coi nhu
mot tudng dai cua van hoc
ky ao danh cho thi€u nhi,
va "Vac Dau DPen" cung
"BUc Thuong Hoang" da
gianh nhirng danh hiéu cao
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quy Newbery Honor va
Newbery Medal.

Newbery  Honor va
Newbery Medal la giai
thuéng van hoc thudng
nién cua Hiép hodi thu vién
thi€u nhi My, dudc lay theo
tén cua John Newbery, nha
xuat ban va phat hanh
sach thi€u nhi ngudi Anh
ndi tiéng trong thé ky 18.
Bat dau tir nam 1921, danh
hiéu nay dudc trao hang
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nam cho nhiing tac pham
uu tu nhat trong nén van
hoc thi€u nhi Hoa Ky.

Hoa binh ngu tri & Caer
Dallben, noi Taran chang
Phu-Chan Ign dang lam
viéc, nhung quy dir dang
de doa phan con lai vuong
quoc Prydain. Quan doi cua
Chla té TU dia Arawn tan
bao phat trién tirng ngay,
va nhitng chién binh ghé
gém cla han khong bao
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gid chét. Chlng dudc sinh
ra trong Vac dau den tu
nhirng xac chét dugc danh
cap cta nhitng binh linh bi
giét. D€ nhirng thé luc xau
xa bi danh bai, vac dau
phai bi ti€u huy. Taran tinh
nguyén dén thanh Iy cua
Chia té TU dia Arawn gilp
cho viéc pha huy vac dau
kinh hoang kia. VGi nhirng
ngudi ban trung thanh
dugc tap hgp lai, Taran ra
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di d6i mat v&i hi€m nguy
bang mot trai tim diing
cam.
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Loi tac gia

Nhirng trang sach
sau day hi vong sé lam
dugc nhiéu hon la chi tiép
tuc bd Bién Nién Su
Prydain. “Sau do thi sao?”
ludn la mot cau hoi hét suc
khdn thiét, va cudn sach
nay sé cd gang tra 10i cau
hoi ay, it ra la mot phan
nao d6. Tuy thé, Vac Dau
Pen hoan toan cd quyén
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dugc coi la mot cudn bién
nién s doc lap. Co nhirng
chi tiét trudc kia chi dugc
nhac qua thi ¢ day dudc
ti€t 16 day du han; va,
trong khi kéo dai cau
chuyén, toi cling da co
gang lam cho nd sau sac
han.

NEu nhu co6 mot sgi chi
den t8i lam van duc nhiing
tam trang phan khdai, thi dé
la b&i vi nhirtng chi tiét do
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hét suc quan trong, khong
chi doi véi xr Prydain ma
v@i ca chang Taran Phu -
Chan Ign nira. Mac du chi
la mot xr s tudng tugng,
vé cd ban Prydain ciing
khong khac 1am so véi thé
gidi that cua chung ta, noi
ti€ng cudi va su dau kho,
niém vui va noi budn dan
cai v8i nhau. Nhirng lua
chon va quyét dinh ma mot
chang Phu - Chan Ign ldng
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tng ludn phai d6i mat
cting khong dé dang gi hon
so vOi nhitng lua chon va
quyét dinh cua chung ta.
Ngay ca trong mot vung
dat tu’dng tuogng, ngu’dl
ta ciing khong thé
truéng thanh ma khong
phai tra gia.

Nhirng ban doc dén vdi
vuong quoc nay lan dau
tién can dudc bao trudc
rang quang canh & day,
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thoat nhin thi c6 vé gidng
x I Wales, va ngudi dan &
dady c6 thé nhac cho cac
ban nhd t&i nhitng truyén
thuyét c6 xrWales. D6
chinh la nguén ci va cam
hitng cho Prydain. Nhung
phan con lai la két qua cua
tri tudng tuogng, chi giong
nhau trong tinh than, chu
khong gidng tung chi tiét.
Nhirng ban doc da
hanh trinh cung v&i Taran
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hay yén long — va toi xin
ndi diéu nay ma khong tiét
16 bat cr bi mat nao - rang
Gurg| bat chap nhirng con
run ray va noi lo sg cho cai
dau yéu &t khdn kho cua
no, van khang khang doi
tham gia vao cudc phiéu
luu mdi nay, cling nhu
chang ca si Fflewddur Fflam
boc dong va 6ng Doli cau
kinh cia My Toc. Con vé
Cong chua Eilonwy con gai
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cua Angharad u - tat nhién
la khdong thé thiéu roi,
khong con nghi ngd gi nira!

TOi rat vui khi biét rang
Taran, bat k€& nhiing
khuyét diém cua cdu, da cé
dugc nhiéu nguGi ban dong
hanh trung thanh bén
ngoai bién giGi xI Prydain:
Beverly Bond, vdi long can
dam khong bao giG chung
budc; Zay Borman, ngudi
dd8 mao hiém dén ving
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dam lay Morva gilta mot
con giong to; Carl Brandt,
ngudi dam chac rang
Prydain ton tai ngay ca
trudc khi ndé dudc phat
hién; Ann Durell, ngudi ban
ngay tu giay phut dau tién;
Max Jacobson, ngudi ban
ki€n tam va nha phé binh
tot nhat cua toi; Evaline
Ness vGi tam nhin sac bén;
Loise Waller, nguGi da giup
nhdé nhitng cdy bd cong

https://thuviensach.vn



anh dai. Va Evan va Reed,
Kris va Mike, Fleur, Suzy,
va Barbara, Peter, Liz, va
Susie, Michael, Mark, Gary,
va Diana. Va cha me cua
cac em. Nhirng trang sach
nay la dé danh tdng cho
ho, v3i long yéu mén.
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Chuong I: BUOI HOI
NGHI O’ CAER DALLBEN

Mua thu dén that bat
ngd. O nhirng vuong qudc
bac Prydain, cay cGi da trui
hét 13, va & gilra cac canh
kho chi con bam nhing to
chim trong khong xad xac. O
phia Nam, bén kia dong
song Dai Avren, rang doi
che cho Caer Dallben khoi
gio lanh, nhung ngay ca &
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day, trang trai nhd bé nay
cling dang dan thu minh
lai.

V&i Taran, mua he da
két thuc trudc ca khi no kip
bat dau. Sang hom do, cu
Dallben da giao cho cau
viéc tam rlra co Ign cod tai
tién tri. Néu vi phap su gia
co ra Iénh cho cau phai bat
s6ng mét con Quai Diéu
bay giG thi Taran cling san
lbng dudi theo mét trong
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nhifng con chim nguy hiém
ay. Nhung vi khong phai
vay, nén luc nay cau chi
biét kéo nudc gi€ng Ién do
day vao x0 va mién cuGng
|é buSc dén khoanh dat rao
quay nhot Hen Wen. CO Ign
trang thu’dng van rat hao
hirc moi khi dugc tam, gld
lai kéu eng éc vé lo lang va
lan lung trong viing bun.
Qua ban biu kéo Hen Wen
ding day, Taran khong

https://thuviensach.vn



nhin thay mot ngudi ky si
cho dén khi anh ta go lung
ghim ngua dung lai trudc
chudng lon.

“Nay, thang kia! Thang
quan Ign kia!” Nguai ky si
dang nhin xubng cau la
mot chang trai chi han
Taran vai tubi. Mai toc anh
ta hung hung vang, mat
den tham va sau hoam
trén khudn mat tai tai d‘ély
vé ngao man. Y phuc cua
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anh ta thudc loai thugng
hang, nhung lau ngay da
sdn hét ca, va chiéc ao
choang cua anh dudgc x€p
nép cb tinh dé che di bd
quan ao x4 xac bén trong.
Taran thay ngay ca chiéc
ao choang cling dudc va
viu rét khéo léo va can
than. Anh ta ngoi trén lung
mot con ngua lang, con vat
gay com va bon chon, 16ng
dom do6 va vang, véi mot
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cai dau dai va hep, vé mat
cau ban khéng kém gi chu
nhan minh.

“Nay, thdang quan Ign
kia,” Anh ta nhac lai, “day
cd phai la Caer Dallben
khong?”

Giong noi va dang diéu
cia chang ky si khién
Taran buc boi, nhung cau
nén gian va lich su cui dau
chao. “Pung thé,” cau dap.
“Nhung toi khong phai la
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mot thdang quan Ign,” cau
ndi thém, “toi la Taran, Phu
- Chan Ign.”

“Lgn nao ma chang la
Ign,” nguGi la mat noi, “va
mot thang quan Ign chi [a
mot thang quan Ion ma
théi. Hay di bao cho chu
nhan cua ngudi la ta da
dén.” Anh ta ra Iénh “Hay
noi rang Hoang tur EII|dyr
con trai cua Pen
Llarcau...”
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Hen Wen lién chop lay
cd hdi dy dé 1&n vao mot
viing bun khac. “"Dung lai
ngay, Hen!” Taran kéu |én,
chay voi theo no.

“Bd mac con Ign nai ay
di.” Ellidyr ra Iénh. “Nguoi
cd nghe thay ta ndi khong?
Hay lam theo Iénh ta ngay,
va nhanh chan Ién.”

“Ngai tu di ma ndi Vdi
thay Dallben ay!” Taran noi
vong qua vai minh, vat Ion
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dé gilr cho Hen Wen khoi
lan vao bun. “Hoac la doi
dén khi t6i xong viéc da!”

“Hay coi chung cai
miéng lao xugc cua ngudai,”
Ellidyr dap, “néu khong
nguaci sé bi nén mot tran ra
tro day.”

Taran do burng mat. Bé
mac Hen Wen lam theo y
minh, cau budc dén hang
rao va treo qua. “Néu toi co
bi nén,” cau cau kinh tra
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I6i, ngang dau 1én va nhin
thang vao mat Ellidyr, “thi
ciing khong phai la tu tay
ngai dau.”

Ellidyr cat tiéng cudi
khinh bi. Taran chua kip
nhay sang bén tranh
duong thi con ngua lang da
phong téi. Ellidyr cdi gap
ngudi trén yén tum lay
nguc ao Taran. Taran vung
vay chan tay mot cach vo
ich. Mac du rat khoe, cau
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van khdng thoat ndi. Cau bi
dam thum thup va Ilac
manh dén noi hai ham rang
va vao nhau lach cach. ROi
Ellidyr thdc con ngua lang
phong nudc dai, kéo Ié
Taran qua bai co vé phia
can nha tranh, va & do,
trong khi dan ga chay tan
loan khap ngi, anh ta tho
bao ném cau xudng dat.
Nhirng ti€ng nao dong
da khién cu Dallben va bac
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Coll phai budc ra ngoai.
Cong chua Eilonwy ciing
vOi chay ra tu budng ria
bat, chiéc tap dé cua c0
tung bay, va trong tay van
con cam mot cai noi. V4i
mot tiéng kéu hoang hot,
cO lao tGi bén Taran.

Ellidyr, van khong them
Xxuong ngua, cat ti€éng goi
vi phap su’ c6 chom rau bac
trang. “Ong cd phai la
Dallben khong? Ta dem
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thang quan Ign clia 6ng
dén day dé tring phat cai
toi xac lao cua no day.”
“Hu!” Cu Dallben noi,
khdng hé nao nung truGc
vé gian dir cua Ellidyr. “Co
that nd da to ra xac lao
khong la mot chuyén, con
nd co phai bi trung phat
hay khong lai la mot
chuyén khac. Trong ca hai
truong hgp, ta déu khdng
can dén dé xuat y kién cua
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ngai.”

“Nhung ta la Hoang tu
Dong ho Pen - Llarcau!”
Ellidyr kéu Ién.

“Phai, phai” cu Dallben
ngat 10i, xua xua ban tay
gay go. "Ta biét rat ro diéu
dé va qud ban dé cd thdi
gian quan tam dén no. Di
di, hay cho ngua cua ngai
udng nudc, va do nudc cho
ca cdn gian cua ngai nira.
Ngai s€ dugc goi khi nao
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can.”

Ellidyr toan vac lai,
nhung cai nhin nghiém
khac cla vi phap su khién
anh ta cUng luGi. Anh ta
quay con ngua lang lai va
thdc n6é vé phia chudng
ngua.

Trong Idc do thi Cong
chua Eilonwy va bac Coll to
khoé, hdéi dau da chay lai
dd Taran di’ng day.

“Chau phai biét Ia
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khéng nén cai co vdi nguGi
la ch(r, cau bé.” Bac Coll do
ludng noi.

“*Pung thé,” Eilonwy noi
thém, “nhat la khi ho dang
trén lung ngua con anh lai
di bo.”

“Lan sau toi gdp han
thi...” Taran md Ici.

“Khi con gap lai anh
ta,” cu Dallben ti€p, “it ra
con cling phai tu kiém ché
va XU’ su' mot cach tu trong
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— ta phai thira nhan rang
diéu do co thé sé khong lay
gi lam dé dang, nhung con
phai cd gang hét suc thoi.
GiG thi di di. Cong chua
Eilonwy sé giup con sua
sang ban than chinh té
han.”

Hét sdc chan nan,
Taran di theo cO6 gai toc
vang vao bubng rua bat.
Cau van cam thay dau ddn,
vi nhiftng I0i cua Eilonwy
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nhiéu hon la vi tran don;
va cau chang vui vé chut
nao khi d& cho Eilonwy
thdy cdu nam song xoai
dudi chan ga hoang tu kiéu
ngao.

“Lam sao ma Viéc nay
lai xay ra th€?” Eilonwy hoi,
ldy mo6t cai khan uét lau
mat cho Taran.

Taran khong dap ma
chi U rli d& m3c cho cb sin
séc.
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Eilonwy chua lam xong
thi moét hinh thu 16ng 13,
phu day la cay va canh
khd, da nhd 1én & clra sb
va nhanh nhen treo qua
bau clra.

“Pau dén va thdng kho
biét bao!” Con vat than
van, chay tdi bén Taran.
“Gurgi da nhin thay hoang
tr to khoé danh dap cau
chu! That bat hanh cho cau
chu nhan tu! Gurgi rat
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thuong x6t cho cau.

Nhung c6 tin mgi!”
Gurgi vOi noi tiép. “Tin vui!
Gurgi cling da thay ong
hoang hung manh nhat
cuGi ngua dén! Vang,
vang, phi nudc dai trén
lung con bach ma véi mot
thanh guem den, that sung
sudéng biet bao!”

“Cai gl?” Taran kéu lén.
“Mi dinh ndi la Ong hoang
Gwydion sao? Khéng thé
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nao...”

“Pung thé day.” mot
giong noi vang lén sau lung
cau.

Gwydion dang ding &
ngudng cUa.

Kéu Ién kinh ngac,
Taran chay vut t&i va nam
chat tay Ong. Eilonwy
quang tay Oom lay ngudi
chién binh cao I6n, trong
khi Gurgi vui suéng nhay
ram ram trén san nha. Khi
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Taran gdp Ong lan trudc,
Gwydion mac bo y phuc
cua mét ong hoang Dong
ho Don vuong gia. Con gio
6ng chi mac mot chiéc ao
choang gian di c6 md mau
Xam va bén trong la chiéc
ao bang vai tho khong théu
thua gi. Thanh guém den,
Dyrnwyn, deo bén sudn
ong.

“Xin chao tat ca cac
ban.” Gwydion ndi. “Gurgi
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trong van hau ddéi nhu
trudc, Eilonwy thi xinh xan
hon nhiéu. Con chau, cau
bé Phu - Chan Ign,” 6ng noi
thém, mot nu cudi nd trén
khuon mat dai dau mua
nang day nép nhan cla
ong, “nom hgi té nhi.
Dallben d3a nhac dén
chuyén vi sao chau lai bi
nhirng vét tham tim ay.”
“Chau dau co dinh tim
chuyén gay su.” Taran
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thanh minh.

_ “Nhung du sao thi no
van tim ra chau.” Gwydion
noi. “Ta nghi rang véi chau,
moi viéc sé lubn xay ra
theo cach ay thoi, Taran xu
Caer Dallben a. Nhung
khong sao.” 6ng noi, lui lai
va ngam Taran k¥ cang
bang cdp mat anh xanh
luc. “Dé ta ngdm chau xem
nao. Chau da I6n han
nhiéu k& tUr [an trudc
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ching ta gap nhau.”
Gwydion gat gat mai dau
toc xam, bdm xGm nhu
I6ng soOi cua minh, ve khen
nggi. “Ta chi hi vong rang
su khon ngoan cua chau
cling tang Ién cung Vdi
chiéu cao. Roi ching ta sé
kiém ra viéc dd. Gig thi ta
phai chuan bj cho budi hdi
nghi da.”

“Budi hdi nghi gi?”
Taran kéu 1én. “Thay
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Dallben chang nhac dén
budi hdi nghi nao ca. Thay
ay con khong noi la ngai
sap dén nira kia.”

“Su that la,” Eilonwy
chen vao, “cu Dallben
chang ndi gi vdi ai ca.”

“Pén gid thi cac chau
phai hiéu rang,” Gwydion
noi, “Dallben it khi ndi ra
nhitng diéu minh biét.
bung vay, sap dién ra mot
héi nghi, va ta da triéu tap
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nhilng nguGi khac dén
day.”

“"Chau d3 du 16n dé
tham du h6i nghi cula
nhifng nguGi truéng thanh
roi.” Taran s6i ndi ngat Idi.
“Chau da hoc dudc rat
nhi€éu; chau da chién dau
bén canh ngai, chau da...”

“TU tur, tu tu théi.”
Gwydion nai. “ChL’Jng ta da
quyet dinh la chau cling sé
c6 chd. Nhung tudi trudng
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thanh...” 6ng nhe nhang
noi thém vdéi moét thoang
budn, “cé thé khdng giéng
nhu chau van tudng dau.”
Gwydion dat hai tay Ién vai
Taran. “Trong luc nay thi
chdu hdy chudn bi san
sang. MOt s&’ ménh sé sém
dudc giao cho chau day.”
bung nhu Gwydion da
bao trudc, subt thai gian
con lai clia budi sdng hém
ay co thém rat nhiéu ngudi
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khac dén. Mot doi ky binh
xuat hién va nhanh chdng
dung trai trén canh dong
day goc ra phia bén kia
vugn qua. Taran thay
nhitng chién binh nay déu
dugc vii trang san sang dé
chi€én dau. Tim cau nhay
lén. Chac chan viéc nay
cing co lien quan dén hoi
nghi cua Gwydion. VGi vO
sO cau hoi tran ngép trong
dau, cau chay vOi vé phia
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canh dong. Nhung chua
dudc nlra dudng thi cau da
kinh ngac ddng siing lai.
Hai dang ngudi quen thuodc
dang cuGi ngua tdGi. Taran
lién lao dén cho ho.
“Fflewddur!” Cau goi
to, trong khi chang ca si,
V@i cay dan hac tuyét dep
deo trén vai, gic tay vay
chao. “Va Doli nira! Cé
dung la 6ng day khong?”
Ong lun téc do ruc
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danh du tu trén lung con
ngua nho xudng. Ong CUGi
toe toét trong mot thoang
roi lay lai ngay vé mat cau
co thu’dng ngay Nerng
6ng van khdng gidu ndi vé
hai long lap lanh trong cap
mat tron do tudi cla minh.

“Doli!” Taran vO lén
lung Ong lun. “T6i khong
ngh| la s& lai dugc thay
ong. Y tdi 13 that sy nhin
thay ay, sau khi 6ng da cé
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dugc kha nang tang hinh.”

“Hum!” ong lun mac
chi€c ao khoac da budng
mot tiéng. “Tro tang hinh
ay a! T6i ngan no lam roi.
Cau co biét phai vat va dén
th€ nao mdi tang hinh
dudc khong? That kinh
khung! N6 lam tai toi kéu
ong ong ay. Va do van
chua phai la phan t6i té
nhat. Khi khong ai nhin
thdy cdu thi thé nao ciu
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cling bi ngudi khac giam
lén ngon chan hay bi cui
cho thidc vao mat. Khong,
khong, nd khong phai la
danh cho t6i. Téi khong thé
chiu ndi nd nira!”

“Va anh nira,
Fflewddur!” Taran kéu lén,
khi chang ca si xudng
ngua. “TOi rat nhG anh day.
Anh co6 biét hoi nghi ban vé
viéc gi khéng? Do la ly do
anh dén day, phai khong?
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Va ca Doli nira?”

“T6i chang bi€t vé hdi
nghi nao ca.” Doli 1&m bam.
"Vua Eiddileg da Iénh cho
t6i dén day. Mot dac an
danh cho Gwydion. Nhung
toi cd thé ndi vdi cdu ngay
rang t6i tha & lai vuadng
quéc My Toc va lo lay viéc
cua minh con han.”

“Vé phan t6i,” chang ca
si nodi, “"Gwydion tinh cG di
ngang qua vucng qudc cua
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tdi, hoan toan ngau nhién
thoi, co vé la nhu vay, mac
du bay gid thi toi bat dau
nghl la khong phai thé. Ong
ay ggi y la co I€ toi s€ thich
dén Caer Dallben. Ong ay
ndi 6ng ban gia Doli ciling
sé cO mat, va vi thé tat
nhién la toi lén dudng
ngay.

Toi da thoi khong lam
ca si hat rong nia,”
Fflewddur noi ti€p, “va da
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trd lai lam vua mot cach
kha la vui vé. That tinh toi
dén day chi la dé& lam on
cho Gwydion thoi.”

Anh ta vua dut IGi thi
hai sgi day trén cay dan
hac dat danh “tung” mot
tiEng ro to. Fflewddur lién
ngu’ng lai ngay lap tuc va
tang hang. “O, phai,” anh
ta ndi thém, “su that la thé
nay: toi hét sic khd s6. To
sé kiém lay bat ky cai cG
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nao dé ra khoi toa 1au dai
t6i tdm am thip &y. Ciu
noi la c6 mot hdi nghi ha?
Toi da hi vong la sé cé le
hoi ta dn sau mua gat va
ngudi ta sé can dén toi dé
giup vui.”

“Cho du la vi cai gi di
chang nira,” Taran ndi “thi
téi rat mung vi hai vi da
dén.” A

“Toi thi khdéng.” Ong
lun cau nhau, “Khi ho bat
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dau noi 6ng ban gia Dol
thé€ nay, 6ng ban gia Doli
thé no la phai coi chung!
Lai sap cd chuyén gi khong
hay cho ma xem.”

Trong khi ho di vé phia
can nha tranh, Fflewddur
thich thu nhin quanh. “Cha,
cha, co phai toi vua thay co
cla vua Smoit & dang kia
khong nhi? Han la 6ng ta
cling dén day theo yéu cau
cua Gwydion, khong nghi
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ngd gi nira.”

Pung luc d6, mot ky si
phi nudc kiéu tGi va goi tén
Fflewddur. Chang ca si vui
vé reo lén. Do la Adaon,
con trai cua Taliesin, Chu
tich HOi dong Ca si day.”
anh bao Taran. “HOm nay
Caer Dallben dung la cé
vinh hanh I&n!”

Ngudi ky si xubng ngua
va Fflewddur voi va gic’fi
thiéu nhirng ngudi ban cua
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minh vdi anh ta.

Taran thay Adaon Ia
mot chang trai cao I6n Vi
mai toc den sudn dai dén
tan vai. Mac du dang diéu
cao quy, anh chi mac bo
quan ao gian di cua mot
ngudi linh, khdng mang do
trang sUc gi ngoai mot
chiéc tram sat hinh thu ki
la cai noi cd do0. Cap mat
Xxam cua anh sau la lung,
sang trong nhu ngon IUa,
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va Taran cam thay khong
cd gi thoat khodi cai nhin
tram tu ma sac sao cla
Adaon.

“Xin chao Taran xuU
Caer Dallben va Doli ngudi
My Toc.” Adaon noi, siét
chat tay tung ngudi. “Tén
cua cac ban rat quen thudc
vOi cac ca si hat rong
phucong Bac day.”

“Vay ra ngai cling la
mot ca si?” Taran hoi, cung
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kinh cui dau chao.

Adaon mim cudi va lac
dau. “Cha toi da nhiéu lan
yéu cau tdi ra mat dé dugc
két nap vao HOi dong,
nhung t6i van mudn dgi
xem. Con rat nhiéu diéu toi
muon hoc hoi, va trong
tham tam toéi thay minh
chua san sang. Co |Ié mot
ngay nao doé toi cling sé trd
thanh mot ca si.”

Adaon quay sang
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Fflewddur. “Cha t6i chuyén
IGi chao t&i ngai va hoi xem
tinh hinh cay dan hac ong
tang cho ngai sao roi. Toi
thay co ve no can dudc sua
sang day nhi.” Anh noi
thém v3i mot nu cuGi than
thién.

“Pang vay.” Fflewddur
thua nhan. “Thinh thoang
t6i lai gap rac réi véi nd. Toi
khéng thé khoéng... &...
thém mam dam mudi mot
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ty cho cac cau chuyén -
nhiéu cau chuyén rat can
cai d6. Nhung ci’ mot khi
toéi lam vay,” anh ta thé
dai, nhin hai sgi day vua
dat, “thi két qua la day.”
“"Wui Ién nao.” Adaon
noi, cuGi to. “Nhirng cau
chuyén dep dé cua ngai
dang gia hon tat ca nhirng
sgi day dan trén toan
Prydain nay. Va cac ban,
Taran va Doli, hay hira sé
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ké cho t6i nghe vé nhiing
chién cdng ndi tiéng cla
cac ban nhé. Nhung trudc
hét toi phai di tim oOng
hoang Gwydion da.”

TU biét nhom ban,
Adaon Ién ngua va phdng
tdi trudc.

Fflewddur nhin theo
anh vé yéu mén va ngutng
mod. “Khdng thé 1a chuyén
gi vat vanh néu Adaon
cling co mat ¢ day.” Anh ta
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noi. “"Anh ay la mot trong
nhirng con ngudi diing cam
nhat toi tung bi€t. Con hon
thé nira, vi anh ay co trai
tim cua mot ca si chan
chinh. Mot ngay kia, anh ay
sé trd thanh ca si vi dai
nhat trong sO bon toi, cac
vi ¢’ nhé 1ay |0i toi day.”
“Va dung la anh ay biét
tén chung ta chd?” Taran
hoi, “Va da cd nhirng bai
hat vé chung ta that sao?”
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Fflewddur mim cudi.
"Sau tran chién cua chung
ta vGi Vua Sung, phai, toi
da sang tac mot bai hat.
Mot tdng pham khiém tén
thoi ma. Nhung that phan
khai khi biét n6é da dudc
luu truyén. Chung nao sua
xong may soi day chét tiét
nay, toi sé rat vui long chai
cho cac ban nghe.”

Chi mét 1at sau budi
trva hom ay, khi tat ca da

https://thuviensach.vn



nghi ngoi cho lai suic, bac
Coll goi ho vao phong cua
Dallben. O d6 dat mot
chi€c ban dai, hai bén xép
ghé. Taran nhan thay vi
phap su tham chi con co
gang sap x€p lai tadp sach
cO kinh ndm chéat nich khap
phong cho gon nira. Cudn
Sach vé BO Ba, quyén sach
chda dung nhitng bi mat
sau kin nhat cua cu
Dallben, da dugc can than

https //thuviensach.vn



dat 1én dinh mot cai gia.
Taran li€c nhin né ve gan
nhu sg sét, cau dam chac
la no chia dung hon
nhirng gi thay Dallben
muon tiét 10 rat nhiéu.

Nhirng nguGi khac da
bat dau budc vao khi
Fflewddur nam I3y canh tay
Taran, kéo cau sang bén
tranh dudng cho mot chién
binh cé bé rau den nhanh
budc qua.
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“MOt diéu chung ta cé
thé chéc chan,” chang ca si
khé noi, “do la Gwydion
khéng dinh t6 chirc 1€ hoi
ta on mua gat nao hét. Cau
cd thay nhirng ai dang cé
mat & day khong?”

Ngudi chién binh rau
den an mac sang trong han
bat ky ai trong sG nhiing
ngudi dén du hoi nghi.
Chiéc mii cao cua 6ng ta
khodam nhu mo chim ung,
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mat dng ta sup xudng ndng
né nhung van tinh tudng.
Ong ta chi cui dau chao cé
mot minh Gwydion; roi sau
khi ngbi xuéng ban, ong ta
lanh lung dua mat nhin
nhirng nguGi quanh minh.

"Pd la ai thé?” Taran
hoi, khong dam nhin lau
con ngudi kiéu hanh va
vuong gia ay.

“Vua  Morgant  xu
Madoc day.” Chang ca si
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dap, “Vi tuéng tao bao
nhat trén toan Prydain, chi
thua c6 minh Gwydion thoi.
Ong ta trung thanh vdi
dong ho Don.” Anh lac dau
vé than phuc. “Ngudi ta
bao da co lan ong ta clu
mang Gwydion. Toi tin la
nhu vay. Toi da thay ong ta
trong chién tran roi. Lanh
nhu bang! Hoan toan
khong biét sg la gi! Néu
Morgant ciing tham gia vao
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viéc nay thi chac han co
diéu rat dang quan tam
day. O, nghe kia. Vua
Smoit day. Luc nao ciing
nghe thay tiéng oOng ta
truGe khi thay mat.”

MOt chuli ti€éng cudi
nhu sam vang vong khap
gian phong, va chi lat sau,
mot chi€én binh toc do
khong 16 buGc vao bén
canh Adaon. Ong ta cao
vugt han tat cd moi nguodi
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trong phong, va bd rau cua
o6ng do ruc nhu Ira boc
quanh khuén mat chdng
chit seo dén noi khdng thé
biét dudc dau la ndi cai seo
nay két thic va cai khac
bat dau. Miii ong ta bi gay
giap xubng sat xucng go
ma; vang tran nang né gan
nhu bi€én mat trong dam
I6ng may réi tung; va cod
ong to ngang eo lung
Taran.
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“*Pudng la mot con gau!”
Fflewddur noi v@i ti€ng cudi
triu mén. “Nhung khong hai
ai bao gid. Khi cac vuong
quéc phia Nam néi day
chong lai cac Con trai cua
Don, Smoit la mot trong
nhifng nguGi hi€ém hoi van
trung thanh véi ho. Vuong
qudéc cua Ong ay la xua
Cadiffor.”

Smoit dung lai gilra
phong, hat tam ao choang
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vé phia sau va thoc ngdn
tay cai vao chiéc dai lung
két su bdng dong that
ngang ngudi, cang nhu sap
duat. “Chao, Morgant!” ong
néi I6n. “Vay ra ho mai ca
ngai dén ha?” ong khit mii
that to. “ToOi ngli thay sap
mui mau d6 trong khéng
khi day.” Ong ta tién vé
phia vi tudng nghiém nghi
va dap manh Ién vai 6ng
ta.
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“Hay coi chung,’
Morgant ndi v8i mot cai
nh&ch mdi cudi chi dé I ra
chdt dau réng. “ding dé né
la mau cua ngai.”

"HO! O HA!" Vua Smoit
rong Ién va vO vao cap dui
d6 sO ciia minh. “Hay lam!
H3y coi ching ding dé I3
mau cua toi! bung lo, ong
ban bang gia a! Mau thi t6i
cd thura!” Ong ta nhin thay
Fflewddur. “Lai mot ngudi
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ban cli nita!” Ong ndi I18n,
vOi di dén bén chang ca si
va vung tay 6m chat anh
ta, nhiét tinh dén noi Taran
nghe thay nhiing chiéc
Xuong sudn cua Fflewddur
kéu rang rac. “Trai tim toi
gi!” Smoit reo 1én. “Mau thit
toi gil Hay chai mot diéu gi
nghe cho vui di nao, anh
ban gay dan hac tdc vang!”

M3t oOng cham phai
Taran. “Cai gi thé nay, cai
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gi thé nay?” Ong ta tam 1ay
Taran bang mot ban tay
manh mé phu day I6ng do.
“MOt con tho mdi bi 10t da
a? MOt con ga mdai bi vat
16ng a?”

“Cau bé la Taran, Phu -
Chan Ign cua phap su
Dallben.” Chang ca si dap.

“T6i udc gi no la dau
bép cua Dallben.” Smoit
kéu I6n. “Toi hau nhu chua
dudc miéng nao vao bung

https://thuviensach.vn



cal”

Cu Dallben bat dau go
Ién ban ra hiéu im_lang.
Smoit budc dén chd ngoi
cua minh sau khi tang cho
Fflewddur mot cai 6m nira.

“Co thé 6ng ta khéng
lam dau ai bao gig,” Taran
ndi véi chang ca si, "nhung
tdi nghi s€ an toan han néu
lam ban v@i 6ng ta.”

Tat ca gid da ngoi vao
ban, cu Dallben va Gwydion
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d mot dau con bac Coll &
dau kia. Vua Smoit, tran ca
ra ngoai ghé, ngoi bén trai
vi phap su, dbi dién vua
Morgant. Taran €p minh
ngoi xuong gilra chang ca
si va Doli, 6ng ta dang buc
boi kéu ca rang cai ban qua
cao. Ngoi bén phai Morgant
la Adaon, va bén canh anh
la Ellidyr, tU sang dén gid
Taran chua gap lai anh ta.
Cu Dallben ding day
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va im lang ho6i lau. Moi
ngudi quay vé phia cu. Vi
phap su giut giut mot
nhim rau. “Ta da qua gia
roi, khdng can phai to ra
lich su nira,” cu ndi, “va ta
cling khong co y dinh doc
mot bai dién van chao
mung cac vi. Nhiém vu cua
ching ta hét siic khan cap
va chuing ta sé ban dén no
ngay.”

“Chua day mot nam
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truéc, nhu mot s6 cac vi
van con nhd,” cu Dallben
noi ti€p, dua mat nhin
Taran va cac ban, “Arawn,
Chda Té x Annuvin d3
phai chiu moét ton théat
nang né khi Vua Sung, tén
thudoc ha manh nhat cua
han, bi tiéu diét. Si'c manh
cua Vung bat T Than da
bi ngan chan lai trong moét
thoi gian. Nhung & Prydain
cai ac khong bao gig thoai
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lui.

Khong ai trong sO
chung ta lai ngu ngoc tin
rang Arawn c6 thé chiu
thua dé dang nhu vay.” cu
Dallben ti€p tuc. “Ta da hi
vong sé cO thém thai gian
dé suy ngam vé mdi de doa
mdi ¢ Annuvin. Nhung than
6i, thdi gian khong cho
phép. K& hoach clia Arawn
da qua rd rang roi. D& noi
vé chung, ta xin nhudng |Gi
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lai cho Ong hoang
Gwydion.”

Gwydion lién di’ng day.
Gudng mat vo cung nghiém
nghi. “Co ai ma chua tung
nghe vé bon Vac Day,
nhitng tén linh cam Iang
bat t{r phuc vu cho Chua té
Annuvin? Chudng la nhiing
xac chét cua cac chién binh
tlr tran, bi 18y cap, sau do
dudc nhung vao chiéc vac
cta Arawn dé hdi sinh.
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Chlng xudt hién tan nhan
nhu chinh cai chét vay, moi
nhan tinh déu da bi€én mat.
Thuc ra ching khong con
la nguGi nlra ma chi la
nhitng vii khi sat nhan,
vinh vien la no 1€ cho
Arawn.

Pé thuc hién cdng viéc
ghé tédm nay,” Gwydion noi
ti€p, “Arawn da an cap xac
¢ nhithg ngdi m0 cua cac
chi€n binh thiét mang trong
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chién tran. GiG day, trén
khap Prydain dang xay ra
v0 sO nhirng vu mat tich bi
hiém, nhiéu ngudi dan 6ng
bi€n méat, khéng dé lai dau
vét gi; va nhithg tén Vac
Dau xuat hién ¢ nhirng nai
chua tung thay chung bao
gid. Arawn d3 khong dé
mat thdi gian. Nhu toi da
kham pha, bon hau can
clia han gid con sat hai ca
ngudi sbng va dem ho vé
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Annuvin nham banh trudng
doi quan bat tor cia han.
Thé la cai chét lai de ra cai
chét; hung ac lai dé ra
hung ac.”

Taran rung minh. Ngoai
kia canh rung chay ruc lén
mau do tham va vang dng.
Khong khi am ap diu dung
nhu thé moét ngay hé van
con vuong van lai dau day.
Nhung nhitng I0i cua
Gwydion khién cau lanh
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cong chang khac mot lan
gid bubt gia bat gis. Cau
con nhd rd nhitng d6i mat
dd dan khong suic song va
khudon mat xam ngat cla
bon linh Vac Dau, su im
lang ma quai va nhirng IUGi
gudm tan bao cua chung.
“Chung chi la nhitng bi
thit théi ma!” Smoit gam
lén. “Chang I& ching ta la
mot 1 thd ca sao? Chéng
|& ching ta lai phai sg It no
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|é cla cai vac ay hay sao?”

“ROi sé cd khai thit cho
ngai nhai day.” Gwydion
dap v8i mot nu cudi
nghiém nghi. “Toi xin noi
ngay rang chua co ai trong
sO chuing ta tung thuc hién
mét nhiém vu nguy hiém
dén thé. Toi mong cac vi
giup dd, badi vi toi co y dinh
tdn cong thang vao
Annuvin, cudp lay chi€c vac
cua Arawn, va pha huy no.”
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Chuong II: CHI PINH
NHIEM VU

Taran giat thot minh
trén ghé. Can phong lang
ngat nhu tG. Vua Smoit, vé
nhu dang dinh noi diéu qi,
ngoi dé vdi cai miéng hé
md&. Chi minh vua Morgant
la khdng hé to ra kinh
ngac; 6ng ta ngoi bat dong,
mat cup xudng, mot vé ky
la hién trén nét mat.
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“Khong con cach nao
khac,” Gwydion ndi, “vi bon
Vac Dau khdng thé bi giét,
ching ta phai ngan chan
khong cho s6 lugng cua
ching tang lén. Su can
bang gilta quyén luc cla
Annuvin va sU'c manh cua
chung ta qua mong manh.
Arawn cang thu thap dudc
nhiéu quan linh mdi thi ban
tay han cang vuon dén sat
hong chung ta. T6i ciing
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khdng thé quén nhing
ngudi song da bi sat hai
mot cach tan ac va mai mai
bi day doa trong canh no 1é
con tan ac han.

Cho t&i hom nay,”
Gwydion noéi ti€p, “chi cé
bic Thugng Hoang Math
va mot vai ngucdi khac biét
dugc ké hoach cua toi. Gio
thi cac vi déu da biét, va
cac vi co thé tu do 4 lai hay
ra di tuy y. Néu cac vi
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muon tréd lai vuong quoc
cua minh, t6i cling khong
hé danh gia long can dam
clla cac vi thap han chut
nao.”

“Nhung toi thi cd!”
Smoit gam |én. “Bat cU tén
hén nhat nhu nhugc nao
khong chiu ung hd ngai sé
phai d6i mat vai toi!”

“Smoit, 6ng ban cua
toi,” Gwydion dap, kién
quyét nhung van cé veé triu
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mén, “day la diéu ho cd thé
lua chon ma khong can
dén su thuyét phuc cua
ngai dau.”

Khong ai c0 dong.
Gwydion nhin quanh va hai
long gat dau. “Cac vi khong
lam toi that vong.” 6ng noi.
“TOi da tin tudng trao cho
moi vi mot nhiém wuy,
chung sé dudc lam ro sau.”

Long phan khich cua
Taran da xua di noi sg hai
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bon Vac Dau. Cau phai co
gang lam md&i nén dugc
con sot rudt va ngan minh
|én ti€ng hoi Gwydion, ngay
ndi nay, ngay lic nay, rang
nhiém vu cla cau la gi. Lan
nay cau da khoén ngoan gilr
im lang. Thay vao do, chinh
Fflewddur mé&i la ngudi
di’ng bat day.

“Tat nhién r6i!” Chang
ca si reo lén. “Toi da thay
rO moi Viéc ngay lap tuc!
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Ngai s& can cd cac chién
binh, di nhién, d& di tim cai
vac kinh tdm ay. Nhung
ngai cling can ca mot ca si
dé€ sang tac nhirng ban anh
hung ca ca ngdi chién
thang nlfa. Toi xin nhan
|Gi! Rat san long!”

“TOi chon anh,”
Gwydion ndi, ve do lugng,
“vi thanh gudm hadn la vi
cay dan hac.”

“Sao lai thé?” Fflewddur
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hoi. Tran anh ta nhan lai vi
that vong. “O, t6i hiéu roi.”
anh ta ndi thém, tuai tinh
haon. “Vang, téi khong choi
rang toi cling co chut ti€ng
tam trong linh vuc ay. Mot
ngudi thudc ho Fflam ludn
td ra gan da! Toi da tung
chién dau vdi hang ngan...”
anh ta lo l1ang liéc nhin cay
dan hac, “0... cd Ié nén noi
la rat nhiéu ké dich thi
ding hon.”
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_ “Toi hi vong la cac vi sé
san sang hoan thanh
nhiém vu cua minh mot khi
dudc chi dinh.” Gwydion
noi, 16i tu trong ao ra mot
cudn giay da va trai no Ién
ban.

“Ching ta gdp gd &
Caer Dallben nay khong chi
vi ly do an toan.” Ong ndi
ti€p. “"Dallben la vi phap su
cd phép thuat cao cuong
nhat trén toan xU' Prydain
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nay, ¢ day chung ta dugc
ong ay bao vé. Caer
Dallben la ngi duy nhat
Arawn khong dam tan
codng, nhung no cling la ndi
thich hgp nhat dé bat dau
cudc hanh trinh dén
Annuvin  cua chung ta.”
Ong dung ngén tay [an
theo mot dudng hudng vé
phia Téy Bac khu trai nho.
“Mua nay dong Dai Avren
con can,” Oong nodi, “va
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ching ta co thé vugt qua
khong chat kho khan. Mot
khi da qua bg bén kia rdi,
dudng di sé kha dé dang,
qua vucng quoc Cadiffor
cua vua Smoit dén khu
ring Idris nam & phia Nam
Annuvin. O do, ching ta cé
thé nhanh chéng di t&i Hac
Mon.”

Taran nin thd. Ciing
nhu nhirng nguGi khac, cau
da nghe vé Hac Mon, doi
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ngon nui dung canh 16i di
phia Nam dan vao Vung
bat T Than. Mac du
khong d6 s0 nhu Binh Nui
Rong phla Bic Annuvin,
Hac Mén van hiém héc véi
nhitng vach da cheo leo
nhon hoat va nhirng vuc
thdm &n minh mai phuc.
“Po la mot con dudng
khd khan,” Gwydion noi
ti€p, “nhung it bi canh gilt
nhat, nhu Coll con trai
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Collfrewr cé thé cho cac vi
biét.”

Bac Coll ddng day.
Ngudi chi€én binh gia, VGi
cai dau hoi nhan bong va
doi ban tay to I6n, trong
nhu thé 6ng thich dugc ra
tran hon la dién thuyét
gitta héi nghi nay. Tuy
nhién, 6ng van mim cudi
tugi tan véi moi ngudi va
bat dau ndi.

“Cd thé ndi la chiing ta
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sé di vao theo cura sau cua
Arawn. Cai vac dudc dat
trén mot cai bé trong Dai
Sanh Chién Binh, n6é nam
ngay sau Hac Mon, nhu toi
van con nhd rat ro. L6i vao
Hac Mon bi canh gac,
nhung c6 moét canh cua
khac ¢ phia sau, dudc cai
then rat ky IuGng. MOt
ngudi cd thé ma nod ra cho
nhirng ngudi khac néu co
thé di chuyén ma khodng bi
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ai nhin thay, nhu Doli.”

“TOi da bao la toi sé
khong ua chuyén nay ma,”
Doli 1d&m bam vdi Taran.
“Cai tro tang hinh nay! Mot
mon qua u? MGt IGi nguyén
thi cd! Hay xem no da dan
dén chuyén gi nay! Hum!”
Ong lun khit mdi mét cach
nong nay nhung khong
phan doi thém nira.

“Pay la mot ké hoach
tao bao,” Gwydion ndi,
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“nhung vd&i nhitng ngudi
ban can dam thi né cé thé
thanh cong. Tai Hac Mon,
chung ta sé chia lam ba
nhom. Nhom thd nhat gom
Doli nguadi My Toc, Coll con
trai Collifrewr, Fflewddur
Fflam con trai Godo, va
chinh t6i. i cung chung toi
sé la sau chién binh manh
nhat va diing cam nhat cua
vua Morgant. Doli, tang
hinh, s& vao truéc dé€ md
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cac then cai va cho ching
toi bi€t linh gac cua Arawn
dugc bo tri ra sao. Sau do
chung téi sé choc thung
hanh rao canh gac do va
cudp lay chiéc vac.

Cung luc do, theo hiéu
lEénh cua toi, nhdm th( hai
gom vua Morgant va ky
binh cua ngai sé tan cong
Hac Mon, lam ra vé cd luc
Iu’dng that manh khién
quan dich roi loan va danh
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lac hudng dudc cang nhiéu
linh ciia Arawn cang tot.”
Vua Morgant gat dau
va lan dau tién lén tiéng.
Giong ndéi cua Ong lanh
lung nhung co6 vé than
trong va lich thiép. “Toi rat
mung la rét cudc chung ta
cling quyét dinh tan cong
vao thang sao huyét cula
Arawn. Ban than t6i da
mudn dam nhan nhiém vu
dé tir 1au roi, nhung toi bat
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budc phai dgi Iénh cua 6ng
hoang Gwydion.

Nhung giG tdi xin noi
diéu nay,” Morgant ti€p.
“Trong khi ké hoach nay co
vé rat hop ly thi con dudng
ma cac vi da chon lai khong
thich hgp dé cd thé rut Iui
nhanh chdong néu bi Arawn
dudi theo.”

"Khéng con con dudng
nao ngan hon dan vé Caer
Dallben ca.” Gwydion dap,
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“va chiéc vac phai dugc
dem vé day. Chung ta phai
chap nhan liéu linh thoi.
Tuy nhién, néu bi dudi theo
sat qua, ching ta sé tam
lanh & Caer Cadarn, phao
dai cia vua Smoit. Chinh vi
vay téi xin vua Smoit hay
san sang cung V@i tat ca
binh linh cua ngai ¢ gan
khu ru'ng Idris.”

“Cai gi?” Smoit gam
lén, “Khong cho ta dén
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Annuvin sao?” Ong ndm tay
dam manh xudng ban.
“Ngai dinh dé tdi ngdi mut
ngdn tay chac? Hay dé
Morgant, cai lao rau den,
mau lanh, [du ca kia lam
linh boc hau ay!”

Morgant khong hé to ra
dau hiéu gi la da nghe thay
nhifng I0i gian dif cua
Smoit.

Gwydion lac  dau.
“Chang ta c6 thanh cong
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dudc khong la phu thudc
vao hanh dong mau le va
bat ngG ch(r khong phai la
sO lugng. Ngai, Smoit, phai
lo d6i quan du’ bi hung hau
dé phong ké hoach cua
ching ta that bai. Nhiém
vu cua ngai cing khong
kém phan quan trong dau.

Nhdm thd ba sé dai
chidng ta 6 gan Hac Mon dé
canh chung suc vat tho,
bao vé cudc rut lui, va

https://thuviensach.vn



chién dau khi can; nhom
nay s€ gom Adaon con trai
Taliesin, Taran xU& Caer
Dallben, va Ellidyr con trai
Pen — Llarcau.”

Giong ndi cua Ellidyr
bat ra tUc t6i. “Tai sao toi
lai bi can dudng nhu vay?
Chang I€ t6i khong hon gi
mot thang quan Ign hay
sao? NO chua hé dugc tha
thach, chi la mét qua tao
con xanh!”
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“Chua dudc thi thach
u'!” Taran hét I6n, ding bat
day. “Toi da chong lai bon
Vac Dau bén canh chinh
Gwydion. Con ngai? Ngai
da tung dugc thd thach
theo cach nao t6t hon chua
ha, thua Hoang tr Ao Va?”

Ban tay Ellidyr chdp lay
chudi guom. “Ta la con trai
cua Pen — Llarcau va khong
bao gid chap nhan IGi si
nhuc cua...”
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“Im lang!” Gwydion ra
lénh. “Trong nhiém wvu
nguy hi€ém nay, long diing
cam cla mot ngudi Phu -
Chan Ign cling quan trong
khong kém gi long ding
cam cua mot Hoang tur. Ta
canh cao anh, Ellidyr, hay
biét kieEm ché€ hodc rdi khoi
hoi dong ngay.

con chau,” Gwydion
ndi thém, quay sang Taran,
“chau da dap lai su gian di

https /Ithuviensach.vn



bang mot IGi 1ang ma tré
con. Ta da nghi chau kha
hon thé kia day. Ngoai ra,
ca hai sé phai tuan lénh
Adaon khi ta vang mat.”
Taran do bung mat va
ngdi xudng. Ellidyr cling trG
lai ch0 ngo6i, guong mat
chan chudng va u am.
“Hay két thic budi hop
nay ¢ day.” Gwydion noi.
“TOi s€ noi chuyén riéng VvJi
ti'ng ngudGi sau va noéi ky
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cang hon. GiG t6i co viéc
phai ban bac vai Coll. Binh
minh ngay mai cac vi hay
san sang dé 1én ngua dén
Annuvin.”

Khi moi nguGi luc tuc
ra khoi gian phong, Taran
budc dén bén Ellidyr va
chia tay ra. “Trong s
ménh nay chung ta khong
thé 1a ké thu dugc.”

“Tu ndi vGi ban than
nguci ay.” Ellidyr tra IGi.
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“Ta khong mudn phai chién
dau bén mot thang quan
lon lao xudc. Ta la con trai
cua mot quoc vuceng. Nguai
la con cua ai nao? Vay ra
ngudi da chi€én dau vai bon
Vac Dau,” anh ta phi mot
tiEng ché giéu. “Va chién
dau cung va@i Gwydion nira
co day. Nguai da khong bo
1§ ca hdi dé ndi diéu do cho
moi ngudi biét nhi.”

“Ngai khoe khoang vé
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tén tudi cia minh,” Taran
dap, “con to6i tu hao Vvé
nhilrng ngudi ban cua
minh.”

“Tinh ban cua nguai
vGi Gwydion khdng thé I3
tam l& chan v4@i ta dudc
dau.” Ellidyr ndi. “Cr dé
ong ta thién vi ngudi thé
nao cing dugc. Nhung
nghe cho ro day, di vdi ta
thi nguai sé phai tu lo lay
phan minh.”
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“T6i s& dam nhan phan
cua minh,” Taran ndi, can
gian cua cau bung bung.
“PE roi xem ngai cd dam
nhan phan cua ngai mot
cach can dam nhu ngai noi
hay khong.”

Adaon da tién dén sau
lung ho. “Thdéi nao, cac
ban.” anh cudi noi. “TOi
nghi chidng ta chién dau
chéng lai Arawn chd dau
phai danh lan nhau.” Anh
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néi nhe nhang nhung vai
giong day quyén luc khi
anh nhin tU Taran sang
Ellidyr. “Chlng ta nam gilt
mang song cua nhau trong
nhifng ban tay rong md,
khong phai trong nhirng
nam dam siét chat.”

Taran cui dau. Ellidyr
quan chat tam ao choang
va viu quanh minh va hién
ngang ra khoi phong khong
noi mot 10i. Taran sap sua
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di theo Adaon thi cu
Dallben goi cau lai.

“Hai con dung la mot
cap nong dau.” Vi phap su
gia nhan xét. “Ta dang co
nghi xem dau oc cua ai
trong s6 hai dua dién ro
hon. Qua la khong dé
dang,” cu ngap dai, “co |
phai thién mot luc thi mdi
bi€t dugc.”

“Ellidyr noi  dung.”
Taran cay dang noi. “Con la
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con cua ai kia chd? Con
chang c6 danh phan nao
khac ngoai cai tén thay dat
cho con. Con Ellidyr la mot
hoang tu.”

“Anh ta cé thé la mét
hoang tir,” cu Dallben ndi,
“nhung co I1é khong dugc
may man nhu con dau.
Anh ta la con trai Ut cua
vua Pen — Llarcau gia nua &
phuong Bac; nhitng ngudi
anh cua anh ta da thua ké
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hét chut gia tai it 6i con lai,
va ngay ca phan gia tai ay
cing da bi tiéu tan hét.
Ellidyr chi con lai cai tén va
thanh guom clia minh, mac
du ta phai thtra nhan la
anh ta sU dung hai thd dé
khong dudc khon ngoan
cho lam.

Tuy nhién,” Dallben noi
ti€p, “nhirng dleu do co thé
tu stfa chira dugc. A, trudc
khi ta quén mat...”
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Chiéc ao thung bubdng
thong quanh doi chan dai
khang khiu, cu Dallben di
dén bén mot cai ruong
khong 6, m& nd ra béng
chiéc chia khoa co 16 va mé
nap ruong lén. Cu cui
xuong luc tim trong do. “Ta
tha nhan la ta c6 mot so
diéu phai hoi tiéc va lo au,”
cu nai, “nhung ching chac
chdn khdng thé lam con
quan tam, nén ta sé khong
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trdt ganh nang ay Ién con.
Trai lai, ¢ day cd mot thu
ma ta chac sé lam con
thich thu. Va ndi cho dung
ra, no cling sé€ la ganh
nang cho con nira.”

Cu Dallben dirng thang
day va quay sang Taran.
Trong tay cu la mot thanh
guom.

Tim Taran nhay Ién.
Cau ham hd& chop lay mon
vii khi, hai tay run ray dén
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ndi suyt nita danh roi no.
Bao gudm va chubi guom
khong dugc trang hoang g,
su’ khéo 1éo nam & vé can
xrng va thdng bang cla
nd. Mdc du da cii ki, IUGi
guodm van loé |én trong
sang khong chut ti vét, va
chinh ve gian di cua no lai
c6 mot ve dep cao quy
riéng. Taran cui dau that
thap trudc cu Dallben va
lap bap ndi IGi cam on.
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Cu Dallben lac dau.
“Con c6 can phai cam dn ta
khong thi con phai xem
da.” cu ndi. “"Hay sU dung
nd mot cach khon ngoan.”
cu néi thém. “Ta chi cb thé
hi vong con sé khong co ly
do gi dé phai dung dén nd.”

“N6 cod sic manh gi?”
Taran hoi, mat |dp lanh
sang ruc. “Xin thay hay cho
con biét ngay di, d& con ¢
thé...”
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“Sic manh u?” Cu
Dallben dap véi moét nu
cuci buon ba. “Cau bé cua
ta di, day chi la mot thanh
kim loai dugc ren theo mot
hinh dang khong lay gi lam
tot dep cho lam; no la mot
cai kéo tia cay hay mot IuGi
cay thi toét han nhiéu. Suc
manh cua no u? Ciling nhu
moi vl khi khac, n6 chi co
sic manh cua nguGi cam
nd trong tay ma thoi. Suc
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manh cla con la gi thi ta
chua thé néi dugc.

GiG thay tro ta phéi
tam biét nhau thoi.” cu
Dallben noi, dat tay Ién vai
Taran.

Lan dau tién Taran
nhan thay khuon mat vi
phap su gia nua va tiéu tuy
vi lo lang dén m{rc nao.

“Ta khéng mubn gap
bat ky ai trong s6 cac con
trudc khi 1én dudng.” Cu
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Dallben noéi ti€p. “Nhirng
budi chia tay la mét diéu
ma ta tuU mién cho ban
than minh. Hon nira, dau
O0c con ro6i sé day nhirng
moi ban tam khac va con
sé quén hét nhirng diéu ta
ndi v4i con cho ma xem. Di
di, va xem con cd thé
thuyét phuc dugc Cong
chia Eilonwy that dai
thanh guom é’y cho minh
khong. GiG n6 da thudc veé
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con roi,” cu thd dai, “ta
nghi la cling nén ti€n hanh
cho du moi nghi thic.”

Eilonwy dang cat
nhifng chiéc bat va dia
bang dat nung khi Taran
lao vao phong rua bat.
“Xem nay!” cau reo lén.
“Thay Dallben da cho toi
day! Co6 that dai cho toi di
— y t6i la, xin lam on. CO
dong y di. T6i mudn co lam
viéc nay ma.”
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Eilonwy ngac nhién
quay sang nhin cau. “budc
thoi, tat nhién roi,” c6 ndi,
mat ung hong, “néu anh
that su...”

“T6i muon that ma!”
Taran kéu Ién. “Du sao thi,”
cau noi thém, “co ciing la
cO gai duy nhat & Caer
Dallben nay.”

“Ra la thé day!”
Eilonwy vac lai. “TGi biét
ngay la c6 chuyén khong
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hay ho khi anh bong nhién
td ra lich su dén vay. bugc
thoi, Taran x& Caer
Dallben, néu do la ly do
duy nhat cua anh thi anh di
ma tim ngudi khac di, va
t6i khong quan tam la anh
phai mat bao lau, nhung
cang lau cang tot!” Co6 hat
dau va bat dau nong nay
lau mot cai bat.

“Gig thi lai chuyén gi
day?” Taran bdi roi hoi. " Toi
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da ndi “lam dn” r6i ma.
That dai guom cho t6i di.”
cau nai ni. “Toi hlra sé cho
cO biét chuyén gi da xay ra
trong hoi nghi.”

“To6i khong can biét.”
Eilonwy dap. “Toi khong
quan tam chat nao. Thé
chuyén gi da xay ra? O,
thoi, dua day nao.”

MOt cach khéo léo, cb
that chi€c dai da quanh
lung Taran. “Bung cod nghi
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la toi sé ti€n hanh moi nghi
lé va nhirng bai dién van vé
chuyén to ra can dam va
bat kha chién bai nhu thé
nao day.” Eilonwy ndi. “Thu
nhat, t6i khong nghi ching
thich hgp vdi cac ga Phu -
Chan Ign, va han nira toi
cling khong biét nhitng bai
dién van ay. Xong roi,” co
ndi, Iui lai mot budc. “TOi
phai cong nhan,” c6 ndi
thém, “no cling kha hgp vai
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anh day.”

Taran rut guém ra va
gic cao lén. “bBung the€,”
cau kéu Ién, “day dung la
vl khi cia mét nguai dan
ong truéng thanh, mot
chién binh.”

“Théi du r6i!” Eilonwy
kéu Ién, giam chan sot
ruot. “Thé hoi nghi thi
sao?”

“Ching ta sé Ién
duong dén Annuvin,” Taran
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thi tham vé hao huc, “vao
lic binh minh dé cudp |18y
chiéc Vac Dau cua Arawn.
Chiéc vac han dung dé...”

“Sao anh khong noi
ngay.” Eilonwy kéu Ién.
“Toi s€ khong co du thoi
gian dé chuln bi san sang
mat. Chung ta sé di trong
bao lau? Toi cling phai hoi
xin cu Dallben mot thanh
gudm mdi dudc. Anh cé
nghi la toi sé can...”

https://thuviensach.vn



“*Khong, khong.” Taran
ngdt I5i, “C6 khong hiéu.
Pay la s ménh danh cho
cac chién binh. Chung ta
khéng thé dé bi vudng viu
bGdi mot co6 bé dugc. Khi toi
ndi “chung ta” ¢ day nghia
la...”

“Cai gi?” Eilonwy rit Ién.
“Va subt ndy gid anh da dé
mac cho t6i tudng rang...
Taran xU Caer Dallben, anh
lam t6i gian dién |én han
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bat ky ai t6i tung gap day.
Cac chién binh u! Toi
khong can bi€t anh cd bao
nhiéu thanh guom di nira!
Bén dudi tat ca nhiing thu
do anh van chi la mot tén
Phu - Chan Ign ma thoi. Va
néu Gwydion da san sang
cho anh theo thi chang cé
ly do gi ong ay lai khong
cho toi theo ca! Oi, cut khoi
bubng roa bat cua toi
ngay!” VGi mot ti€éng thét,
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Eilonwy chOp lay mot chiéc
dia.

Taran so vai lai va bo
chay, trong khi chiéc dia
dat nung bi ném vG tan
ngay sau lung cau.
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Chuong III: ADAON

Khi anh sang dau tién
ctia budi binh minh 16 dang,
cac chién binh da san sang
lén dudng. Taran vii dong
yén cho Melynlas, chu
ngua l6ng xam bom bac,
con cua Melyngar, chién
ma cua Gwydion. Gurgi, rau
ri nhu moét con cu bi uédt
16bng vi bi bd lai, gilp cau
nhoi chat cac tdi yén. Cu
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Dallben d& dbi y vé viéc
khong gap ai va dang dung
im lang, tram ngam &
ngudng cUa can nha tranh,
vGi Eilonwy bén canh.

“To6i khong them noi
chuyén vaGi anh dau!” CoO
kéu 1én vdi Taran. “ Cai ki€u
XU’ su' cia anh that chdng
khac nao mcoi mot ngudi
dén du tiéc roi lai bat ho
phai rira bat dia! Nhung...
du sao thi cling tam biét.
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Cai do,” c6 thém vao,
“khong tinh la ndi chuyén
dau.” )

Gwydion dan dau nhom
ky si cuGi ngua xuyén qua
man suéng mu cudn Xoay.
Taran nhdm ngudi trén
yén, quay lai vay chao mot
cach tu hao. Can nha tranh
mau trdng va ba dang
ngudi trudc cia nho dan
di. Canh dong va vuGn cay
an qua ciling lui lai phia sau
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trong khi Melynlas phi nudc
ki€u vé phia rang cay. Canh
rung khép lai sau lung
Taran va cau khong con
nhin thay Caer Dallben
nira.

V&i moét tiEng hi hoét
hoang, Melynlas bat than
chom hai chan truGc Ién.
Khi Ellidyr phong ngua lén
tr phia sau Taran, con
ngua cua anh ta vuon cai
cO dai han hoc cén cho con
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tudn ma cla cau mot
mi€éng. Taran bam lay day
cudng va suyt nira thi nga.

“Hay tranh xa Islimach
ra.” Ellidyr noi véi mot tiéng
cudi song sugng. “NoO hay
can lam day. Chdng ta rét
giong nhau, Islimach va
ta.”

Taran sap stra gian dir
vac lai thi Adaon, von da
nhin thay viéc vura xay ra,
lien thic con ngua hong
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cua minh dén bén Ellidyr.
“Anh noi dung, con trai cua
Pen — Llarcau a.” Adaon
néi. “Con ngua cua anh
phai mang mot ganh nang
khé khan va anh ciing
vay.”

“Ta thi phai mang ganh
nang gi kia ch?” Ellidyr noi
gian hoi I&n.

“Pém qua toi da md
thay tat ca chdng ta.”
Adaon ti€p, tram ngam
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man mé chiéc tram cai &
cO. “Vé anh thi tdi thdy mot
con quai vat den ngom trén
vai anh. H3y can trong,
Ellidyr, néu khdong no co
thé nuét chiing anh day.”
anh ndi thém, giong diu
dang lam giam b6t su
nghiém khac trong [0
khuyén.

“Xin mién cho ta nhirng
thang quan lgn va nhirng
ké mad mong dil” Ellidyr vac
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lai va vGi mot ti€éng thét,
thac Islimach 1én dau doi
quan.

“Thé con toi thi sao?”
Taran hoi. “Giac md cua
ngai nai gi vé t6i?”

“Cau u?” Adaon dap,
sau mot thoang chan chu.
"Noi dau khé tran ngap
trong cau.”

“T6i ¢ ly do gi dé dau
khd kia chd?” Taran ngac
nhién hoi. “Toi tu hao dugc
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phuc vu Ong hoang
Gwydion va co cd hoi gianh
dugc vinh quang I6n lao
hon la tam rira cho Ign va
nhoé co trong vudn nhiéu!”
“T6i da hanh quan Vdi
nhiéu dao quan ra tran,”
Adaon khé tra I0i, “nhung
toi cling da gieo hat va gat
lGa bang chinh hai ban tay
nay. Va toi da hoc dudgc
rang c6 nhiéu vinh quang
trén mot canh dong dudgc
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cay xGi tot tuci hon la trén
mot canh dong ngap trong
mau.”

Po6i quan bat dau di
chuyén gép gap hon va ho
cling thuc ngua phodng
nhanh hon. Adaon cuGi
ngua mot cach thoai mai
va diéu luyén; dau ngang
cao, nu cuGi lubn ng trén
moi, anh c6 vé nhu dang
udng lay tung hinh anh,
dm thanh cla budi sang
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sém. Trong khi Fflewddur,
Doli va Coll di cung Vdi
Gwydion, va Ellidyr sung sia
theo sau ddi quan cua vua
Morgant thi Taran van di
bén canh Adaon trén con
dudng phu day la kho.
Trong khi tro chuyén
dé quén bdt nhitng gian
khd trong cudc hanh trinh,
Taran nhan ra rang hau
nhu khong co viéc gi Adaon
chua tung thay hay lam

https://thuviensach.vn



qua. Anh da giuong budm
di xa hon ca dao Mona,
tham chi dén ca cac vung
bién phuong Bic; anh da
tung lam viéc bén chiéc
ban quay cua thg gom;
tung IuGi cung nhiing
ngudi danh ca; dét vai trén
khung cui cua nhirng nguGi
noi thon da; va cling nhu
Taran, lam viéc bén nhiing
bé 10 ren ruc Itra. Anh ciling
da hoc rat nhiéu vé rung
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nubi, va Taran kinh ngac
lang nghe trong khi Adaon
k& cho cdu vé tinh tinh va
tap quan cua cac sinh vat
trong rung, vé nhirng con
l'ng bao gan, nhifng con
soc chudt than trong, va ve
dep cua nhitng dan ngong
trGi vO canh bay dudi anh
trang.

“Van con rat nhiéu diéu
dé hoc hoi,” Adaon ndi, “va
hon hét thay la con nhi€u
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diéu dé tran trong, cho du
do la vong quay cua cac
mua hay hinh dang mot
vién soOi dudi long song.
Chung ta cang tim dudc
nhiéu diéu dé yéu thuong
tran trong thi trai tim ta
cang rong ma.”

Gudng mat Adaon nggi
sang trong nhifng tia nang
mat trdi budi sém, nhung
cd mot thoang khat khao
len vao giong ndi cua anh.
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Khi Taran hoi cé chuyén gi
khéng 6n, anh khodng tra 16i
ngay, nhu thé mudn gilf
nhirng y nghi cia minh Iai.
“Trai tim toi sé nhe
nhom hon khi s& ménh cla
ching ta hoan thanh.” cudi
cung Adaon ndi. “Arianllyn,
vi hon thé cua t6i, dang
chg dgi t6i ¢ phudng Bac,
va chi€c vac clia Arawn bi
pha huy s6m chung nao thi
toi co thé trd vé vdi nang
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sém chung ay.”

Pén cubi ngay hom ay
thi ho tré thanh ban than.
Pém xudng, khi Taran dén
ngoi voi Gwydion va cac
ban minh, Adaon cling cam
trai v&i ho. Ho da vuot qua
dong Dai Avren va dang
trén dudng ti€n vao vuong
quéc cua vua Smoit.
Gwydion rat hai long vdi toc
dd nay, mac du ong bao
trudc rang doan dudng
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nguy hiém va khé khdn
nhat van con & phia trudc.
Tat ca déu wvui Ve,
ngoai tru Doli, 6ng ghét
phai cuGi ngua va coc can
tuyén bd la néu di bo thi
6ng cd thé di nhanh han
nhiéu. Trong khi doi quan
nghi ngoi trong mot khoang
rung kin dao, Fflewddur
trao cay dan hac clia minh
cho Adaon va xin anh hay
chai mot diéu gi d6. Adaon
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ngoi tua lung thoai mai vao
mot than cay va dat cay
dan lén vai. Anh tram
ngam mot lat, dau cui
xuong, roi dua tay cham
nhe vao cay dan.

Tiéng dan va giong hat
cua Adaon quyén vao nhau
thanh nhitng hoa am ma
Taran chua bao giG dudc
nghe. Guong mat chang
trai cao 16n ngang lén
hudng vé phia nhitng vi
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sao va doi mat xam cua
anh nhu vugt ra khoi
chung. Khu rung da trg
nén tinh mich; moi am
thanh cua man dém déu
tat lang.

Bai hat cua Adaon
khong phai la mot bai chién
ca ma la mot bai hat vé su
thanh binh va nhirng niém
vui sau lang, va trong khi
Taran lang nghe, ti€ng
vong cua no vang mai lén
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trong tim cau. Cau mong
tiEng nhac kéo dai mai,
nhung Adaon dung lai gan
nhu qua doi dot ngot, va
vGi moOt nu cuGi nghiém
nghi, trao tra cay dan lai
cho Fflewddur.

Poi quan dap 4&o
choang ngang ngudi va
ngu. Ellidyr nam cach xa ho
mot quang, dudi dai trén
mat dat dudi chan con
ngua lang cua minh.Taran
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goi dau Ién yén cudng, tay
nam chat thanh guom mdi
cua minh, cau nong long
mong trGi mau rang va
ham hd mudn dugc ti€p
tuc cudc hanh trinh. Thé
nhung khi ngu thié€p di, cau
nhd dén giac md cua
Adaon va cam thay mot cai
bong tua nhu d6i canh den
ngom cua bong toi phu
xuong.

Ngay hom sau, dao
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quan vugt xong Ystrad va
bat dau hu’dng Ve phu’dng
Bac. Van con cau nhau vi
khong dugc tham gia cudc
hanh trinh, vua Smoit tuan
theo I10i Gwydion roi khoi
doan quan va quay ngua
vé Caer Cadarn dé chuan bj
cho quén linh cia minh.
Sau do, toc do cua doi
quan cham lai khi nhirng
thdo nguyén bang phang
chuyén thanh d6i ndi. Chi
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mot 1at sau budi trua hdm
ay, cac ky si da tién vao
rung Idris. O day, dam co
nau kho Ua sac nhu gai.
Lan dau tién nhirng cay soi
va cdy tong quén sui quen
thudc bong tré nén la lam
vGi Taran; nhirng chiéc 13
Ua vang bam vao cac canh
cay van veo va nhirng than
cay den si vucn lén tua
nhu nhitng khuc xudng bi
dot chay.
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CuGi cung canh rung
cling chdm dat, dé 16 ra
nhirng doc da dung ding
|6m chdm. Gwydion ra hiéu
cho dbi quan tién tdi. CO
hong Taran that lai. Trong
mot thoang lanh nguGi, cau
khong dam thuc Melynlas
tien vé phia doc da. Cau
biét, khong can nghe
Gwydion bao trudc, rang
Hac MoOn cla Annuvin
khong con xa nira.
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Nhirng 16i mon hep
vuaon cao ngay trén nhirng
hém nudi sau bat bubc doi
quan phai di thanh hang
mot. Taran, Adaon va
Ellidyr van di & cubi hang,
nhung Ellidyr thic gét vao
sucn Islimach va chen qua
mat Taran.

“Cho cua nguci la &
cud6i, thang chan Ign a!”
Anh ta nai I6n.

“Va cho cua ngai la noi
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nao ma ngai tu minh gianh
dugc!” Taran dap tra, tha
cucdng cho Melynlas vugt
lén.

Hai con ngua len Ioi
xong lén; hai ky si chen
lan, dau goi thic vao nhau.
Islimach chom Ién va dién
cudng hi vang. Bang ban
tay dé khoéng cia minh,
Ellidyr tdm l3y day cudng
Melynlas d& ghim con tudn
ma lai phia sau. Taran c0
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quay dau con ngua cua
minh di, nhung Melynlas da
trugt khoi 16i mon xudng bo
doc dung ddng trong ccn
mua sdi d& dang rao rao do
xuong. Taran bi ném khoi
yén va phai bam lay nhirng
phién da dé chan cl trugt
nga.

Melynlas, vifng chan
hon cau chu, da lay lai
thang bang trén mot ria da
bén dudi 16i mon. Taran
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nam xoai trén nén da, co
gang mot cach vo ich dé
treo 1én. Adaon lién nhay
xuong ngua, chay dén mép
bd doc va c6 nam lay tay
Taran. Ellidyr cling xudng
ngua. Anh ta diy Adaon
sang bén, nhay xudng va
tim 1ay canh tay Taran
phia dudi. Bang mot cu
nhac manh mé&, anh ta kéo
Taran Ién 16i mon an toan
tua nhu cau la mot tang
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thit. Than trong di tung
budc vé phia Melynlas,
Ellidyr ké vai bén duGi dai
yén va cd hét sic day.
Bang tat ca si’c manh cla
minh, tung chdt moét, anh
ta nang Melynlas Ién cho
dén khi con tudn ma co thé
tu’ treo 1én khoi gG da.

D6 ngoc!” Taran quat
Ellidyr, chay t&i bén
Melynlas va lo lang xem
con ngua co bi thuong
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khong. “Long tu phu da
day hét ca tri khdn ra khoi
dau ngai roi sao?” Cau nhe
ngudi khi thay Melynlas
khong sao. Bat chap con
gian cua minh, cau van
nhin Ellidyr vé ngac nhién
va khong phai la khong co
chat ngudng mo. “Toi chua
tung thay ai cé si’c manh
nhu vay.” Taran thua
nhan.

Lan dau tién, Ellidyr to
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ra boi r6i va sd hai. “Ta
khéng ¢ y day ngudi nga.”
Anh ta md IGi. ROi nga dau
vé phia sau vGi mot nu cudi
nhao bang, anh ndi thém,
“Ta quan tam dén con
chién ma cua nguoi cha
khong phai mang sbng cua
nguai.”

“Toi cling rat than phuc
sic manh cua anh, Ellidyr.”
Adaon nghiém khac noi.
“Nhung anh phai lay lam
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hd then vi d& ching td nd
theo cach ay. Con quai vat
den toi ay dang ngoi trén
yén cung anh. Ngay lUc nay
toi cling cd thé nhin thay
no.”

MOt nguGi linh cua
Morgant nghe thay nhiing
tiEng am i da kéu Ién bao
dong. Mot lat sau,
Gwydion, theo sau la vua
Morgant, di doc con dudng
mon tr@ lai. VOi va theo sau
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ho la Fflewddur va 6ng lun
dang c6 vé lo lang.

“Thang chan Ign cua
ngai da ngu ngoc chen Ién
trudc t6i.” Ellidyr néi vai
Gwydion. “Néu toi khong
kéo han va con ngua cla
han lai thi...”

“Céd dung vay khong?”
Gwydion hoi, liéc nhin
Taran va bd quan ao rach
toac cua cau.

Taran sap siUa tra 10i,
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nhung lai bam chat moi va
gat dau. Cau thay guong
mat gian dir cua Ellidyr
thoang veé ngac nhién.
“Chung ta khong co
mang séng nao dé bd phi
ca,” Gwydion ndi. “vay ma
chau lai dat tinh mang cua
nhirng hai ngudGi vao nguy
hiém. Ta khong thé thiéu di
mot ngudi, néu khong thi
ta d3 bat chau quay tré vé
Caer Dallben ngay lap tuc
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roi. Nhung ta sé lam vay
néu viéc nay lai xay ra lan
nira. Va ca anh nira, Ellidyr,
hay bat ky ai khac trong doi
quan nay.”

Vua Morgant budc tdi
truGe. “Viéc nay da ching
td diéu toi van lo ngai, 6ng
hoang Gwydion. BuGng di
cua chung ta rat kho khan,
ngay ca khi khong bi vudng
chiéc vac. Mot khi 18y dugc
nd rbi, to6i xin ngai dung
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quay vé Caer Dallben nira.
S€ la khon ngoan hdn néu
dua chiéc vac lén phuong
Bdc, vé vuong qudc cla toi.

Toi cling nghi 1a,”
Morgant néi ti€p, “moét sO
chién binh cua t6i nén
dugc phai di dé bao vé
cudc rat lui cua chung ta.
Pdi lai téi s& danh cho ba
nguadi nay,” 6ng noi, chi vé
phia Taran, Adaon va
Ellidyr, “*mot vi tri trong doi

) https://thuviensach.vn



ky binh ciua t6i khi tan
cong. Néu nhu nhirng gi toi
nhan ra trén mat ho Ia
ding thi ho sé thich nhu
vay hon la lam quan du’ bi
day.”

“Vang!” Taran kéu lén,
nam chat thanh guom. “Xin
hay cho ching toi tham gia
cudc tan cong!”

Gwydion lac dau. “Ké
hoach sé dudc tién hanh
nhu toi da dinh. Lén ngua
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nhanh di, ching ta dé phi
qua nhiéu thai gian r6i.”
M3t vua Morgant anh
lén. “Xin theo Iénh ngai,
thua 6ng hoang Gwydion.”
“Chuyén gi da xay ra
vay?” Fflewddur thi tham
hoi Taran. “DBung c6 bao toi
rang Ellidyr khong co 10i
day. T6i co thé thdy anh ta
ding la mot tay hay gay
chuyén. Téi khéng hiéu
Gwydion nghi gi ma lai cho
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anh ta theo.”

“To6i cling cd 16i.” Taran
noi. “Toi da xu su khong
hay ho gi hdn anh ta. L€ ra
toéi phai bi€t cach gitr cai
luGi cua minh. Nhung vGi
Ellidyr,” cau ndi thém, “thi
qua la khong dé.”

“Pung thé.” chang ca si
thd dai, li€c nhin cay dan
hac cua minh. “T6i ciling
gap phai van dé tuong tu
nhu vay day.”
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Suét ngay hom sau,
dao quan tién Ién mot cach
hét siic than trong, vi da
thdy ting dan Quai Diéu,
nhirng con chim dua tin
dang sg cua Arawn bay
lugn trén nén trgi. Khong
lau trude khi mat troi lan,
16i mon dan ho xuéng mot
long chao nong moc day
thong va bui ram. O do,
Gwydion dung lai. TruGc
mat ho dung lén hai vach
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da cheo leo hiém &ac cla
Hac Mon, con doc doi do
ruc trong anh chiéu ta.

_ Cho téGi gig, ddi quan
van chua hé gap phai mot
tén Vac Dau nao. Taran
nghi ho da gap may nhung
Gwydion lo ngai cau may.

“T6i lo sg@ vé bon Vac
Dau nhiéu hon khi chung
ta khong thay chung.”
Gwydion ndi, sau khi goi
cac chién binh lai quanh
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minh. “T6i da gan nhu
tudng rang ching da rGi bo
Annuvin hoan toan. Nhung
Doli da dem dén nhirng tin
tc ma toi udc sao cd thé
mién khong phai cho cac
ban biét.”

“Bat toi tang hinh va
chay lén truGc, ong ta da
bat toi lam thé day.” Doli
gian dir cdan nhan Vvdéi
Taran. “Khi chung ta vao
dugc Annuvin roi thi lai
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phai tang hinh mot Ilan
nira. Hu! Tai t6i da u dac
nhu cd ca mot bay ong roi.”

“Hay than trong, tat ca
cac ban.” Gwydion nai ti€p.
“Bon Thg San cua Annuvin
dang & quanh day.”

“Chau da doi mat vdi
bon Vac Dau!” Taran manh
bao ndi I6n. “Nhitng tén
Thg San nay khoéng thé
dang sg han dugc.”

“Chau tin nhu vay
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sao?” Gwydion hoi v&i mot
nu cudi nghiém nghi. "Ta
thi sg chung khong kem.
Chung cling tan nhan vy
nhu bon Vac Dau vay, va
sic manh cua ching con
I6n haon. Chang chi di b,
nhung toc d6 cua chung rat
I6n, va chdng cd sic chiu
dung vO cung deo dai. Mét
moi va déi khat khong anh
hudng nhiéu dén chang
lam.”
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“Bon Vac Dau bat tu,”
Taran noi, “néu nhirng tén
nay la nguGi thi ching co
thé bij tiéu diét.”

“Chung la  ngudi,”
Gwydion dap, “mac du ta
khong mudn goi chung la
ngudi chut nao. Chung la
nhirng tén linh dé tién nhat
da phan bdi lai dong loai;
nhitng tén sat nhan giét
ngudi chi d&€ mua vui. Dé
thoa man su tan bao cua
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minh, chdng tu nguyén
chon vuong qubc cua
Arawn va thé trung thanh
vGi han bang mot IGi huyét
thé ma ban than chung
cling khéng thé pha v§.
bing vay,” Gwydion
ndi thém, “ching cd thé bi
tieu diét. Nhung Arawn da
bién chung thanh mot hoi
sat nhan va ban cho ching
sic manh khung khiép.
Chung di thanh tung nhdém
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nhod, trong do, cai chét cua
mot tén sé lam cho suc
manh cua nhirng tén con
lai tang lén.

Hay tranh xa chung.”
Gwydion canh bao. “bung
chi€én dau vdi ching néu cé
thé tranh dugc. B3i vi cang
tieu diét ching nhiéu bao
nhiéu thi ching lai manh
hon bay nhiéu. Cung vGi s6
Iu’dng cua chung giém
xuong thi si'c manh cua
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chiing van tang lén.

Gid hdy tim noi an
nap.” 6ng ra Iénh, “va nghi
ngdi. Dém nay chung ta sé
tan cong.”

Bon chon, Taran khong
thé ép minh nhdm mat. Khi
cau thiép di thi do chi la
mot giac ngu chap chon
khong yén. ROi cau giat
minh th{c day, sG soang
tim thanh guom. Adaon da
thirc giac tu lau, ra Iénh
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cho cau im lang. Vang
trang da & trén cao, lanh
|Eo ca sang ruc. Cac chién
binh cua vua Morgant di
chuyén nhu nhitng chiéc
bong. Co ti€ng yén cudng
lach cach yéu 6&t, tiéng leng
keng khe khé cua IuGi
gucgm dugc rat ra khoi vo.
Doli da bién thanh vo
hinh va tién vé Hac Mon.
Taran thay chang ca si
dang budc chac cay dan
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hac yéu quy ctia minh Ién
vai. “Toi khong nghi la toi
sé can dén no.” Fflewddur
thra nhan. "“Mac khac,
khéng bao gi§ cé thé biét
ta sé phai lam viéc gi. Mot
ngudi ho Fflam thi ludn
ludn san sang!”

Bén canh anh, Coll
ciing vua chup lIén dau mot
chiéc mii sat vira van. Nhin
ngudi chién binh gia can
dam v@i chiéc mi gan nhu
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khéng du chac chdn dé bao
vé mai dau hoi cua minh,
Taran bong thay budn vo
han. Cau vong tay 6m lay
bac Coll va chuc 6ng may
man.

“Thoi nao, cau bé cua
ta.” Bac Coll ndi, nhay mat.
"Pung sg. Chung ta sé sém
quay trg lai thoi. ROi lai
quay vé Caer Dallben va
thé la s& ménh cua chung
ta sé dugc hoan thanh.”
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Vua Morgant, trong
tam ao choang nang triu
mot mau den, dung lai bén
canh Taran. “Ta sé rat vinh
hanh néu co cau trong doi
quan cua ta.” Ong noi.
“Gwydion da k& cho ta
nghe chut it vé cau, va ta
cling da tu minh quan sat.
Ta cing la mot chién binh
va ¢O thé nhidn ra ai la
ngudi co khi phach.”

Pbay la lan dau tién
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Morgant ndi chuyén truc
ti€p vGi cau, Taran lay lam
ngac nhién va vui sudng
dén do khong kip 1dp bap
ndi mot ciu tra IGi trudc khi
vi tudng budc vé phia con
ngua cua ong.

Taran  trong  thay
Gwydion dang treo Ién lung
Melyngar va chay téi bén
ong. “Xin hay cho chau di
cung vdi ngai.” cau nai ni.
"“Néu chau da du trudng
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thanh dé tham du hdi nghi
va di xa dén thé nay thi
chau cling du truéng thanh
dé di cung véi cac chién
binh cua ngai.”

“Chau ua thich hiém
nguy dén vay sao?”
Gwydion hoi. “Trudc khi
trudng thanh,” Ong nhe
nhang noi, “chau sé phai
hoc cach cam ghét no.
Phai, va sg hai no nira, nhu
chinh ta vay.” Ong cui

https://thuviensach.vn



xuong va siét chat tay
Taran. “Hay qilr virng mot
trai tim gan da. Pém nay
lIong can dam cua chau sé
dugc tha thach.”

That vong, Taran quay
di. Cac ky si bién mat sau
rang cay va khoang rung
bong tr@ nén tréng trai va
hoang vang. Melynlas,
dudc budc gilra nhirng con
ngua khac, khé hi lén ai
oan.
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“Dém nay sé dai lam
day.” Adaon ndi, cham chu
nhin xuyén qua bong toi vé
phia Hac Mén. “Cau, Taran,
sé canh phién dau tién;
con Ellidyr canh phién th(
hai, cho dén khi trang lan.”

“Dé& cho ngudi cd thém
thdi gian md mong ha.”
Ellidyr néi vdi mot tiéng
cudi khinh bi.

“Bém nay anh sé
khong c6é cd dé phan nan
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vé nhirng gidc ma cua toi
dau.” Adaon don hau dap,
"“vi t0i sé cung canh gac vdi
ca hai nguGi. Ngu di
Ellidyr.” anh néi thém.
“Hodc néu anh khoéng ngu
thi it ra cling xin anh yén
lang.”

Ellidyr gian dir quan ao
khoac quanh minh va nam
phich xubng dat gan
Islimach. Con ngua lang hi
khé va cui dau xubng, dui
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mi vao chu.

Pém lanh budt. Sudng
gia da bat dau long lanh
dong trén nhirng than cay
lach kho va mot dam may
UGt qua mat tréng Adaon
rut guom ra va budc dén
bén bia ru’ng Anh tréng
chi€u vao mat anh khién
chung sang ruc lén nhu
anh sao. Anh duUng lang
yén, dau ngang cao, canh
giac nhu mot con vat
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hoang da cua rirng sau.

“Ngai nghi ho da dén
Annuvin chua?” Taran thi
tham hoi.

"Ho sé sOm dén ndi
thoi.” Adaon dap.

“Udc gi Gwydion cho
phép to6i di theo ong ay.”
Taran néi mot cach cay
dang. “Hodc la di theo
Morgant.”

“Dtrng udc vay.” Adaon
vOi ndi. Mot vé lo 1ang hién
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ra trén khudn mat anh.

“Tai sao lai khong?”
Taran ngac nhién hoi. “Toi
sé rat tu hao néu dudgc di
theo Morgant. Sau Gwydion
thi 6ng ay la vi tudng vi dai
nhat Prydain.”

“"Ong ay la mot ngudi
diing cam va manh mé.”
Adaon dong tinh. “Nhung
t6i thay lo cho Ong ay.
Trong giac mad cua toi dém
trudc khi ching ta Ién
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dudng, quan linh dang
cham cham di thanh vong
tron quanh 6ng ta va thanh
gucdm cla Morgant gay
vun, U'a mau."

“Co 1€ nd chang cb
nghia gi dau.” Taran ggi v,
dé tu an i minh cling nhu
Adaon. "NO cd ludn xay ra
khong - nhirng giac ma cua
ngai co khong trg thanh su
that khong?”

Adaon mim cuci. “Su
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that nam trong tat ca moi
diéu, néu nhu ta thuc su
hi€u chungauant gayant.
pe taau lava.”

“Ngai chua hé cho toi
biét ngai da mo gi Vvé
nhirng ngudi khac.” Taran
noi. “Vé bac Coll hay 6ng
ban Doli tot bung — hay
chinh ban than ngai nira.”

Adaon khong dap ma
chi quay di va nhin vé
hudng Hac Mon.
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Guom tuot ra khéi vo,
Taran lo lang di vé phia bia
ring.
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Chuang IV: DUOT BONG
HAC MON

Dém nang né troi
qua, va sap dén lugt Ellidyr
phai canh gac thi Taran
nghe thay mot tiéng xao
xac trong bui cay. Cau
ngang phac dau lén. Tiéng
dong ngung lai. Gio thi cau
khong dam chac minh da
nghe thay n6 nira. Cau nin
thd va chd dgi, nguci cang
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ra trong tu thé san sang.
Adaon, tai cling thinh
khong kém gi cap mat tinh,
cing da chu y dén am
thanh do6 va ngay lap tuc
cd mat bén canh Taran.
Taran nghi minh da
trong thay mot anh sang
lap loe. MOt canh cay gay
danh rac gan do. Thét Ién
mot ti€éng, Taran wvung
gudm Ién va nhay vé phia
ay. Mot tia sang vang loé
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Ién chiéu vao mdt cau va
mot ti€ng ré phan nd dap
vao tai cau.

“Bé thanh gudm ay
xuong!” giong Elonwy hét
|én. “Lan nao toi nhin thay
anh, anh cing dang khua
khoang no loan xa hay chia
no vao ngudi khac.”

Taran Iui lai sting sG.
bang luc d6, mot hinh thu
toi sam nhay qua Ellidyr,
anh ta lién ddng bat day,
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thanh guem rut khoi bao rit
lén trong khong khi.

"Cau! Chu vai!” Gurgi
ri Ién. “Ong hoang dang
trong can thinh no sé danh
dap cai dau yéu &t khon
khd cla Gurgi mat!” N6 hdi
ha leo I1én lung chung mot
cay thong, va tU khoang
cach an toan ay, d& d& mot
nam dam vé phia Ellidyr
dang su'ng sot.

Taran 16i Eilonwy ra
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gita khoang trong dudc
che kin bdi ring cay. Téc
cO roi bu, chiéc ao dai rach
toac va dinh day bun dat.
"Co6 da lam gi thé nay?”
Cau kéu Ién. “C6 muobn bon
toi bi gi€t hét hay sao? Tat
qua cau ay di!” Cau giat lay
qua cau sang ruc va mo
mam n6 mot cach vo ich.
“0i, anh sé khong bao
gid hoc dudc cach sur dung
qua cau cua toi dau.”
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Eilonwy sot rudt ndi. Co lay
lai qua cau vang, khum tay
om lay nd, va thé la anh
sang cla qua cau bién mat.

Adaon da nhan ra co
bé va lo lang dat tay Ién vai
co. “Cong chua, Cong chua,
|&é ra c6 khong nén di theo
ching t6i mdi phai.”

“Tat nhién la c6 ay
khong nén r6i.” Taran tuc
gian xen vao. “CO ay phéi
quay Vvé ngay lap tic. CO ay

https://thuviensach.vn



chi la mét con bé ngbc
nghéch, dang tri...”

“Khong ai cho goi va
ciing khong ai can dén co
ta ca.” Ellidyr ndi, sai budc
lai gan. Anh ta quay sang
Adaon. “Lan nay thi tén
quan Ign to ra biét ly I€
d&y. H3y dudi con bé ngu
ngoc ay vé vGi dam xoong
chao cua no di.”

Taran quay ngoat sang
anh ta. “Im di! Toi chiu
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dung nhirng IGi lang ma
cua ngai vi Igi ich cua cudc
hanh trinh, nhung ngai
khong cdé quyén ndi xau
ngudi khac.”

Thanh guom cua Ellidyr
vung lén. Taran ciing gic
luGi gudm cua minh ra.
Adaon ding chan gitra ho
va dua tay ra chan ho lai.
“Pd roi, du roi.” anh ra
lénh. “Cac ban nong long
mudn c6 d6 mau dén thé
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sao?”

“Tai sao ta lai phai
nghe mot thang quan lgn
mang mo?” Ellidyr vac lai.
“Tai sao ta lai phai dé mot
con bé ngudGi hau lam ta
mat mang?”

“Con bé ngudGi hau ay
al” Eilonwy rit 1én. “Dé toi
noi cho ngai biét...”

Trong luc do thi Gurgi
da treo tu cay thong xu6ng
mot cach than trong va
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chay tdi dd’ng bén Taran.
“Lai con cai nay nira!”
Ellidyr cuci chua chat chi
vé phia Gurgi. “"Cai — con
nay! NO co phai la con quai
vat den ngom da khién anh
hot hoang dén vay khong
anh chang mc mong?”
“Khéng, Ellidyr 3,
khéng phai.” Adaon lam
bam, vé gan nhu budn ba.
“Pay la Gurgi chién
binh!” Gurgi manh bao kéu
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lén sau vai Taran. “Dung,
dung thé! Gurgi gan da,
khon ngoan da dén vdi chu
nhan dé& bao vé ciu &y khoi
nguy hiém va dau dén!”

“Yén nao.” Taran ra
lénh. “Mi da gay ra du
chuyén rac roi roi.”

“Lam sao ma hai ngudi
dén dugc day?” Adaon hoi.
“Ca hai dang di bd ma.”

"0, khong hdn vay.”
Eilonwy dap, “It ra la chung
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toi cling khong di bd suot
quang dudng. Hai con
ngua chi vra mdi chay mat
thoi.”

“Cai gi?” Taran kéu Ién.
“"Co6 da lay ngua & Caer
Dallben va dé lac mét
chang u?”

“Anh thua biét chung
la ngua riéng cua bon toi
ma.” Eilonwy ndi. "D la IT
ngua ma Gwydion da tang
ching t6i nam ngoai. Va
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ching toi dau cdé dé lac
mat chung. Chung lac mat
chung t6i thi duang haon.
Bon t6i dung lai dé cho
chung udng nudc va hai
con ngua ngu ngoc lién
phong di mat. T6i doan la
chung sg. T6i nghi chung
khong thich ¢ gan Annuvin
dén th€é, mac du toi phai
ndi vdi cac vi la chuyén do
khong lam t6i ban Iong
chut nao.
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Du sao thi,” c6 két
luan, “anh cling khong can
phai lo cho chung dau. Khi
chdng toi nhin thay ching
lan  cubi, chung dang
hudéng thang Vvé Caer
Dallben.”

"Va 6 cling vay.”
Taran noi.

“Toi thi khong!”
Eilonwy ndi to. “To6i da nghi
rat lau sau khi anh di, vua
du 1au dé anh kip vuot qua
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canh d‘c“mg Va toi da quyé't
dinh r6i. Ai noi gl thi mac
ké, cong bang van la cong
bang. Néu anh dudc phép
tham gia vao hanh trinh
nay thi téi cling thé. baon
gian vay thoéi.”

“Va chinh Gurgi khon
ngoan da tim ra dudng!”
Gurgi kéu hanh chen vao.
“bang, dung thé, bang
cach danh hgi va hit ngui!
Gurgi khéng dé cho nang
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Cong chu cao quy di mot
minh, 06, khong dau! Va
Gurgi trung thanh ciing
khong bé ban bé lai phia
sau.” NO ndi thém vai
Taran vé trach moc.

“Vi hai nguGi da di xa
dén thé nay,” Adaon nai,
“cdc ban co thé & lai dgi
Gwydion. Mac du cac ban
co thé sé khong thich cach
ong ay xu tri véi hai ké bd
tron nhu’ cac ban dau. Cudc
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hanh trinh cua cac ban,”
anh ndéi thém, mim cudi
nhin c6 cong chla rach
rudi nhu xa mudp, “co vé
khé khan haon chung toi
nhiéu. GiG hay nghi ngdi va
an uong cho lai suc.”

“Vang, vang!” Gurgi reo
to. "P6 nhai gam danh cho
Gurgi diing cam dang doi
ngau!”

“Ngai that chu dao va
tot bung.” Eilonwy ndi, nhin
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Adaon vé ngudng md. “Han
nhifng gi ngudi ta cod thé
trong dgi ¢ nhirng tén Phu
- Chan Ign nhiéu.”

Adaon di lay thuc an
du trlr, trong khi Ellidyr
budc dén vi tri canh gac
cua minh. Taran mét moi
ngoi xuébng mot hon da,
thanh guom gac ngang dau
goi.

“Chung t6i khong doi
dén thé dau.” Eilonwy noi.
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“Gurgi c0 nhé mang theo
chi€c tui da dung thic an.
Phai, do cling la m6t mon
qua cua Gwydion, vi thé
Gurgi hoan toan co6 quyén
dem no theo. N6 dung la
mot chi€c tui than ky.” co
noi ti€p; “NO dudng nhu
khong bao gid can. Thic
an cling kha bo dudng, toi
chac vay, va co thic an khi
ta can thi that la tuyét voi.
Nhung su that la ching vo
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vi th€ nao &y. Rac roi VO
nhirng mon do6 than ky la
thé ddy. Ching chang bao
gid dung nhu ngudi ta
mong dgi ca.

Anh gian phai khong?”
Eilonwy ti€p tuc. “Toi biét
ma. Trong anh c nhu vua
nudt phai mot con ong bap
cay ay.”

“Gia ma c6 dung lai va
suy nghi vé nhitng nguy
hiém c6 thé gadp phai,”
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Taran dap, “thay vi bo tron
ma khong biét minh dang
lam gi.”

“Anh noi chuyén modi
hay ho lam sao ch(, Taran
xr Caer Dallben.” Eilonwy
ti€p. “Thém nira, toi khong
nghi la anh gian dén thé
dau, sau khi nghe nhirng
IGi anh noi vai Ellidyr. Cai
cach anh to ra san sang
dap hdn ta dé bénh vuc
cho toi nhu thé that tuyét
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v@i. Tat nhién la anh khong
can phai lam vay. Toi cling
cO thé tu minh x{&r Iy han
ta. Va toi khong dinh ndi
rang anh khong chu dao
vao tot bung. Anh c6 chu
dao va tét bung that day,
chi co6 diéu khong phai Iuc
nao anh cling thé. So vdi
mot anh chang Phu - Chan
lon thi anh rat xuat sac...”
Eilonwy chua kip noi
xong thi Ellidyr quat lén
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mot tiéng bao dong. Con
ngua chd mot ky si lao dén
khoang rung. Do la
Fflewddur. Theo sau la con
ngua nho l6ng bom xdm
cua Doli phdng nuGc dai.

Hét ca hai, va véi mai
toc vang dung di’ng xoe ra
t phia, chang ca si nhay
khoi yén chay dén cho
Adaon. _

“Hay san sang rdi di
ngay!” Anh kéu Ién. “Pem
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vl khi theo. Cho dan ngua
thd lén dudng ngay di.
Chung ta sé dén Caer
Cadarn...” Anh nhin thay
Eilonwy. “Belin Vi bai! Co
lam gi & day thé nay?”

“Toi da mét moi vi cau
hoi dy Iam r6i.” Eilonwy noi.

“Chiéc vac!” Taran kéu
lén. “Cac ban lay dudgc no
chua? Nhirng nguGi khac
dau? Doli dau?”

“O day chd con & dau
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dugc nira.” MOt giong cau
ban dap lai. Mot thoang
sau, Doli hién hinh trg lai
trén chiéc yén mdi nhin thi
tudng la khong ngudi. Ong
nang né nhay xubng dat.
“Tham chi khéng con thdi
gian dé hién hinh lai nira.”
Ong dua tay lén Om dau.
“0i, hai cai tai cua toi!”
“Gwydion ra lénh cho
ching ta rdat lui ngay lap
td'c.” chang ca si noi ti€p ve
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hét surc kich dong. “Ong &y
va Coll dang di Vdi
Morgant. Ho sé cO gang bat
kip ching ta. Néu khong thi
ching ta sé tap hdp tai
Caer Cadarn.”

Trong khi Ellidyr va
Adaon vo0i va thao day budc
cac con vat, Taran va
chang ca si goi ghém so6 vi
khi dL_r trlr lai. “"Cam lay
nay.” Fflewddur ra 1énh, dui
mot cay cung va mot ong
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tén va tay Eilonwy. “Con
cac ban, hay vii trang that
can than.”

“Chuyén gi xay ra vay?”
Taran sg hai hoi. “ K& hoach
that bai roi u?”

“Ké hoach a?”
Fflewddur ndi. “No that
hoan hao. Khong thé tét
hon dugc. Morgant va linh
clua O6ng ay cuGi ngua Vdi
ching t6i dén Hac Mon -
cha, cai tay Morgant ay!
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That la mot chién binh cu!
Khong lo lang chut nao.
Lanh nhu bang. Nhin thi c
ngGd ong ta di du tiéc co.”
Chang ca si lac lac mai dau
tua tua cua minh. “Va thé
la chung t6i dirng do, ngay
ngudng cua Annuvin! O roi
cau sé dugdc nghe nhing
bai ca vé chuyén nay, hay
nhd lay I0i toi day.”

“Thoi dung co lai nhai
ntra.” Doli ra |énh, thuc
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giuc nhirng con ngua tho
con dang ngd ngac. “Phai,
ké hoach thi khong co van
dé gi.” Ong gian dir nai to.
“No6 da dudc thuc hién troi
chay, tron nhu m& ay. Chi
cd moi mot chuyén khong
6n théi. Ching ta d3 lang
phi thdi gian va danh liéu
tinh mang ctia minh chdng
vi cai gi ca!”

“Co ai trong s6 hai vi
ndi cho ra dau ra dudi dugc
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khong?” Eilonwy bat kéu
lén. “T6i chang quan tam
dén cac bai ca hay la mg!
NGi thang ra di! Chi€c vac
dau?”

“Toi khong biét.” chang
ca si dap, “Khong ai biét
ca.”

“Khong phai cac ngudi
da danh mat no roi chua!”
Eilonwy ha hoc mom, dua
tay Ién bit miéng. “KhongI
i, ding 1a moét 10 xuln
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ngoc! Nhirng vi anh hung
mdi vi dai lam sao! Toi biét
€ ra toi nén di cung cac
ngudi ngay tu dau!”

Doli trdng nhu thé sap
nd tung ra. Hai tai 6ng run
1én; 6ng nhdm ngudi ding
trén dau ngon chan, hai
nam dam siét chat. “Co
khéng hiéu sao? Cai vac
biEn mat roi! Mat roi!
Khong con & do nira!”

“Khong thé thé dugc!”
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Taran kéu Ién.

“Pung co bao vdi ta la
khéng thé.” Doli quat. “Ta
da dén do. Ta biét ta nhin
thay gi. Ta biét ta nghe
thay gi. Ta vao trudc, ding
nhu Gwydion da ra lIénh. Ta
tim thay gian Dai Sanh
Chién Binh. Khong van dé
gi. Tham chi con khong cé
ca linh_gac. A ha, ta nghi,
that dé con hon ca huyt
sdo. Ta lach vao — ta co thé
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dudng dudng chinh chinh
di vao gilra thanh thién
bach nhat cling dugc. Va
tai sao u? Bd&i vi chang co
cai quai gi dé canh gac ca!
Cai bé trong traon!”

“Arawn d3 di chuyén
cai vac di ndi khac.” Taran
ngat 18i. “"Cé mot noi cat
gidu mdi; han da gidu no
vao mot nai khac.”

“Cau nghi ta sinh ra
khong co tri khon chac?”
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Doli van lai. “Dd la diéu
dau tién xuat hién trong
dau ta. Thé la ta lai Ién
duong — ta sé vao tan
budbng ngu cua Arawn ma
tim néu can. Thé nhung
chua di dugc sau budc thi
toi dung phai mot toan linh
canh cua Arawn. Hay dung
hon la chdng dung phai toi,
cai 10 dan don vung vé.
Doli Idm bam, xoa xoa mot
bén mat bam tim. “T6i bam
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theo ching moét doan. Dén
lic d6 thi t6i da nghe du
roi.

Han viéc nay mdi xay
ra vai ngay trudc. Bang
cach nao va do ai thi toi
khong bi€t. Ca Arawn cung
khéng biét. Cac ban cd thé
tuéng tugng con thinh no
ctia han day! Nhung cho du
la ai thi chdng cling da
nang tay trén chung ta.
Chung da lam that gon. Cai
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vac da hoan toan bién mat
khoi Annuvin.”

“Nhung nhu thé thi
that la tuyét!” Eilonwy noi.
"SU’ ménh cua chung ta da
dugc hoan thanh va ching
ta chang mat gi ngoai mot
cuoc hanh trinh.”

“Ngugc lai la dang
khac.” Giong nghiém nghi
cua Adaon vang lén. Anh
vua chat do Ién lung mot
con ngua tho va da dén
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ding bén canh Taran.
Ellidyr cling dang lang nghe
cham chu.

“Chuang ta khong coé
dudc vinh quang khi chién
ddu dé gianh &y nd.”
Taran ndi. “Nhung diéu
quan trong la Arawn khong
con no nira.”

“Khong dé dang thé
dau.” Adaon canh bao.
“Pay la mot that bai nang
né doi v&i Arawn: han sé
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lam tat ca nhitng gi cd thé
dé gianh lai chiéc vac.
Nhung con nira. Chinh
chiéc vac cling la mot moi
nguy hiém, ngay ca khi n6
khong con trong tay Arawn.
NEu no roi vao tay ké xau
thi sao?”

“Chinh  Gwydion cling
ndéi nhu vay.” Fflewddur
xen vao. “Bang moi gia
phai tim lai nd va huy diét
nd ngay, khéng thé chan
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chur nira. Gwydion sé I[én ké
hoach cho cubc tim kiém
mai & Caer Cadarn. Co ve
nhu cong viéc cla chung ta
mdi chi bat dau thoi.”

“Hay Ién ngua di."
Adaon ra Iénh. “Chung ta
khéng thé chat ndng hon
cho dan suc vat tho dudgc;
Cong chua Eilonwy va Gurgi
sé phai di chung ngua Vvdi
chung ta.”

“Islimach chi chiu chd
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mot minh ta thoéi.” Ellidyr
néi. “N6 da dudc huan
luyén nhu thé ngay tu khi
con non.”

“T6i cling chang trong
chd gi vao no, nd la ngua
cua ngai ma.” Taran noi.
“Eilonwy s€ di cung vGi t6i.’

“Va toi sé cho Gurgi di
cung trén Lluagor.” Adaon
néi. “bi nao, nhanh Ién.”

Taran chay dén bén
Melynlas, nhay Ién yén va
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kéo Eilonwy Ién theo. Doli
va nhirng nguGi khac ciing
vOi va lén ngua. Nhung
dung luc do, nhiing ti€éng
kéu man rg bong vang lén
tir ca hai phia va moét loai
tén rit I1én gita khong
trung.
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Chuong V: NHUNG TEN
THO SAN CUA ANNUVIN

ban ngua tho kinh hai
hi vang. Melynlas [6ng lén
khi nhirng mii tén bay vun
vit qua cac canh cay.
Fflewddur tudt ki€ém cam
tay, quay ngodt con ngua
cua minh lai va lao vé phia
nhirng ké tan cong.

Giong Adaon vang doi
gitta nhitng ti€ng hon loan.
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“Bon Thg San day! Hay co
vuot qua ching dé thoat
ral”

Ban dau, Taran cam
thay nhu cac bong den da
song day. Khong cé hinh
thu gi ro rét, chding x6 vao
cau, tim cach 16i cau tu yén
cuong xudng. Cau nham
mat vung blra thanh guom.
Melynlas 16ng 16n chom [én
bb xubng, cd thoat khoi doi
chién binh.
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Nhirng vach dai do ruc
da bat dau hién ra trén nén
trgi. Mat trdi moc Ién sau
dam thong den ngom va
rang cay trui la, roi Ién
khoang rurng thua th& anh
sang dang sg.

Taran gid da cod thé
thay bon tan cong co
khoang mot chuc. Chung
mac quan &o bdng da thu.
O that lung ching giat
nhifng con dao dai, va trén
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cO mdét tén chién binh deo
mot chiéc tu va di san udn
cong. Khi nhitng tén linh
xoay tron quanh cau, hdi
thd Taran nhu nghen lai vi
khi€p hai. Moi tén Thg San
déu cé mot ddu sat nung
do trén tran. Nhin thay no,
long Taran tran ngap noi
kinh hoang, bdi cau biét
ddu hiéu dé la biéu tugng
quy‘en luc cua Arawn. Cau
cd cudng lai noi sg dang
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lam tim cdu lanh ngat va
vat kiét surc luc cua cau.
Phia sau Ilung, cau
nghe tiéng Eilonwy hét lén.
ROi cau bi tum ngang lung
va 16i khoi yén Melynlas.
MOt tén Thg San vat 1on vdi
cau trén nén dat. Bi ghi
qud chat, Taran khong thé
vung guom chong tra. Tén
thg san linh thinh ngb6i day
va thdc manh dau gbi vao
nguc Taran. Mat tén chi€n
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binh loé 1én; han nhe rang
thanh mot nu cuGi gém
chi€c trong khi gic luGi dao
lén.

bang gam [én mot
tiéng dac thang, giong tén
Thg San bong nghet lai
gitta chirng va han bat théan
nga nhao vé phia sau.
Ellidyr nhin thay Taran gap
nguy hiém dd vung guom
chém xudng mot cu that
manh. P&y cdi xac bét
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dong sang bén, anh ta kéo
Taran di’ng day.

Trong mot thoang, mat
ho gap nhau. Trén khuon
mat cua Ellidyr bén duGi
mai téc hung vang bét
mau, la vé khinh bi pha lan
ki€u ngao. Dudng nhu anh
ta dinh ndi gi do, nhung lai
quay ngoat di khong noi
mot I0i va lai quay lai cubc
chién.

Khoang rung dot nhién
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lang ngat. Mot hai tha kéo
dai tran qua nhu’ng ké tan
cdng nhu thé moi tén vua
hit vao mot hai. Tim Taran
thot lai khi cau nhd tdi [Gi
canh bao cua Gwydion. Vdi
mot tiéng gam I6n, bon
Thg San lai ti€p tuc tan
cong con hung tgn hon
trudc, dién cudng xong lén,
nhay bd vao ddi quan dang
gang surc vat 1on.

TU trén lung Melynlas,
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Eilonwy dat mot mii tén
vao day cung. Taran VOi
chay dén bén c6. “bung
giét chung"’ cau kéu Idn,
“"Hay tu vé nhung dung
gi€t chung!”

Vura luc d6, mot hinh
thu 16ng la dinh day canh
kho nhay ra tu bui ram.
Gurgi da v8 dudc mot
thanh guom dai gan bang
ngudi nd. Mat nham
nghién, ndé giam chan, hu
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lén va vung mon vi khi
trén dau tua nhu do la mot
luGi hai vay. bién cuong
nhu mot con ong bap cay,
nd chay di chay lai gilra
dam Thg San, nhay Ién
nhay xubng, IuGi kiém
khong luc nao yén.

Khi bon chién binh
nhay sang bén, Taran nhin
thdy mot tén trong so
chung bong qud quang
nam lay khong khi va xoay
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tron lan I6ng l6c. Mot tén
Thg San khac thi gap nguGi
lai va nga xudng, bi nhirng
nam dam vO hinh nén lia
lia. Han lan trén mat dat,
tim cach thoat khoi nhirng
cu dam tdi bui, nhung khi
vua didng day thi mot tén
linh khac, miéng ho hét,
ngudi quan quai da bi ném
vao han. Nhirng tén Thg
San vung vi khi ra, chi dé
thay chung bi giat mat va
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ném vao bui ram. Trudc
dot tan cong dir doi bat
ngG nay, ching chi con biét
hoang hét lui lai.

“Doli!” Taran kéu Ién.
“Dd la Doli day!”

Adaon chdp lay co hoi
nay lao t&i. Anh tum lay
Gurgi va kéo no lén lung
Lluagor. “Theo toi!” Adaon
kéu I6n. Anh quay ngua va
phong qua nhitng chién
binh dang vat I0n.
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Taran nhay [én Ilung
Melynlas. V@i Eilonwy bam
chét 1dy that lung, cau cui
rap trén co bGm o6ng bac
cua con ngua. Nhirng mdi
tén bay veo veo qua dau
cau trong khi Melynlas vut
lén trudc. ROi con tuan ma
thoat dugc khoang rung
thua va g0 moéng ram rap
phong qua canh dong
trong.

Tai cup vé phia sau,
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Melynlas phi nudc dai qua
mot hang cay. La kho bi
moéng ngua khuady dong
boc [én thanh mot xoay 16¢
khi con tuan ma tang toc
lao |én dinh do6i. Taran
danh liéu li€c vé phia sau.
Bén dudi, mot sO tén Tho
San da tach ra khéi nhom
va dang dudi theo. Ching
di rat nhanh, dung nhu
Gwydion da canh bao.
Trong nhirng tam ao khoac
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bang da thu, ching giong
nhirng con thu hoang han
la con nguGi khi tan ra
thanh mot vong rong
quanh con doc. Chung vua
chay vua hét 1én véi nhau
nhitng ti€éng ky quai kho
hi€u nhu thé vong ra tu
chinh hai vach da hiém &c
clla Hac Mon vay.

Lanh c’ng ngudi vi sg,
Taran thuc Melynlas di tai.
Nhitng bui c6 vuon cao
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gita nhirng than cay da bi
don nga va cac canh kho.
Tru6c mat cau, Lluagor
dang phong xuéng mot bdg
doc. )

Adaon dan ho tron
xuong moét long song. Lan
nuGc den ngom dong
thanh tung viing nodng,
nhung phan I6n dong song
da can va hai bG song dat
sét du cao dé che chan cho
ho. Adaon ghim Lluagor lai
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va li€c nhanh vé phia sau
dé biét chac tat ca da theo
kip, r6i ra hiéu cho doi
quan tién lén. Ho bat dau
phong nuGc dai. Long song
uodn lugn dudi nhitng cay
linh sam vuon cao va cay
tdng quan sui tai ta, nhung
chi mot 1at sau, bo song ha
xuong va canh rung thua
trd thanh tam man che
chan duy nhat cho ho.

Mac du Melynlas khong
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hé cham budc, Taran thay
rang nhirng con ngua khac
da bat dau tham mét vi toc
do ctia ho. Chinh cau cling
mong dugc nghi. Con ngua
nhd I16ng bGm xGm cua Doli
gang suc lach qua nhirng
than cay; con chién ma cua
chang ca si thi d6 md hoi
dam dia. Mat Ellidyr tai
nhgt, vét thuong trén tran
anh ta van chay mau rong
rong.
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Theo nhu Taran thay
thi ho van khong ngung di
vé phia Tay, va Hac Mo6n da
nam lai mot khoang kha xa
sau lung, khong con nhin
thay hai chom nhon cta no
nira. Taran da hi vong
Adaon cd thé quay trg lai
con dudng ho di luc trudc
vOi Gwydion, nhung giG cau
biét ho cach no rat xa va
dang ngay cang xa hon.

Adaon dan ho d&n mdt
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khoang rung ram va ra
hiu cho tat ca xuong
ngua. “Chung ta khdng thé
G lai day lau.” Anh canh
bdo. “Khdng cd cho an nép
nao ma nhirng tén Thg San
cua Arawn khong tim ra.”

“Néu vay thi hay ding
lén chong tra lai chung!”
Chang ca si kéu lén. “Mot
ngudi ho Fflam khong bao
gid lui bugc!”

“Vang, vang! Ca Gurgi
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cing sé doi mat Vdi
chang!” Gurgi xen vao, du
cd vé nhu nd khong nhac
ndi dau 1én nira.

“Chung ta sé chi chdng
lai ching néu bat budc.”
Adaon ndi. “GiG chuing con
manh hon ca khi truGc va
lai khong dé kiét suc nhu
chung ta.”

“Ching ta nén chién
dau ngay lic nay.” Ellidyr
ndi I6n. “Pay la niém vinh

https://thuviensach.vn



quang chung ta cé dudc
nhd di theo Gwydion day
u? D& ching dbn dudi
ching ta nhu nhitng con
tha thé nay u? Hay cac
ngudi sg ching qua?”

“T6i khong sg chung.
Taran van lai, “Nhung
tranh xa chung thi khong
phai 1a diéu dang hd then.
Chinh Gwydion cling s€ ra
lénh nhu vay.”

Eilonwy, mac du mét
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moi va dau bu toc rdi, van
khdng dé cai IuBi cua mmh
dudc nghi ngai. “Oi, ca hai
ngudi im di nao!” CO ra
lénh. “Cac vi lo nghi qua
nhiéu dén vinh quang va
danh du day, trong khi I€
ra nén nghi xem lam cach
nao dé quay vé Caer
Cadarn duoc.”

Taran dang ngoi tua
vao mot than cay bong
ngang dau lén khadi hai ban
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tay. TU xa vong lai mot
ti€ng hu dai, run ray. Mot
giong khac dap lai, roi lai
mot giong khac nira.
“Chung da tu bo cudc tim
kifm ro6i sao?” Cau hoi.
“Chang ta da vuot dugc
chung roi sao?”

Adaon lac dau. “TOi
nghi ngd diéu do. Chung sé
khdng dudi theo ta xa dén
thé& nay chi dé roi dé ching
ta chay thoat.” Anh kho
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nhoc tréo |én lung Lluagor.
“Chang ta phai di ti€p cho
dén khi tim dugc mot ndi
an toan dé nghi lai. Néu dé
chung tim dugc ldc nay thi
ching ta sé khong c6 may
hi vong dau.”

Khi Ellidyr budc dén
bén Islimach dang mét I,
Taran nam lay canh tay
anh ta. "Ngai da chién dau
rat diing cam, con trai Pen
— Llarcau.” cau khé nai.
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“T6i nghi rang t6i ng adn
cu mang cua ngai.”
_ Ellidyr quay sang cau
van vdi cai nhin khinh bi
ma Taran thay luc con
trong khoang rung thua.
“NO chi la mot cai dn nho
thoi.” Anh ta dap. “Ngudi
quy trong nd qua muc
day.”

Ho lai 1én dudng vao
sau hon trong rung, cO di
nhanh hét mdc ma sic luc
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cho phép. Ngay hom dé tra
nén u dm, &m udt va lanh
|€o. Mat trci xam ta tai. Toc
do cta ho cham lai vi gap
phai nhirng bui ram va dam
ld UGt quan chan dan ngua
dang cO sUc dan tdi. Doli
dang cui gap ngudi trén
yén bong bat day. Ong dua
cap mat tinh tudng nhin
quanh. Khéng hiéu 6ng da
nhin thay gi, nhung no
khi€n ong to ra han hoan ki
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la.

"Co ngudi dan My Toc
¢ quanh day.” Ong tuyén
bo khi Taran thic ngua dén
bén ong.

*Ong c6 chac khong?”
Taran hoi. "Sao 6ng biét?”

Mac du da nhin rat kY,
cau thay khoang rung nay
chang cd gi khac vdi nhitng
noi ho vura di qua.

“Sao t6i biét? Sao toi
biét ay a?” Doli quat. “Thé
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cau co biét lam cach nao
dé nudt thuc an khong?”

Ong thuc got vao suadn
con ngua nho cua minh va
vut qua Adaon, anh ciing
ngac nhién dung lai. Dol
nhay xubdng, va sau Kkhi
xem xét ky mot vai cai cay,
lién voi chay dén mot goc
SOi rong khong 16 dd muc
nat. Ong thd dau vao trong
va bat dau 1ay hét hai gao
|én.
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Taran cling xudng
ngua. VGi Eilonwy theo sat
got, cau chay dén cho goc
cay, chi sg rang su’ mét moi
va cang thang ngay hom ay
da khién 6ng lun dam ra
loan Oc.

“That la nuc cugi!” Doli
|Am bam, Iui dau ra khoi
gc cdy. “Toi khong thé
nham lam dén thé dugc.”

Ong cui xubng, nhin
that k§ mat dat va bam dét
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ngon tay lam may phép
tinh kho h|eu N6 phai &
day ch” Ong kéu Ién.
“"Puc vua Eiddileg khong
thé dé moi thd bi xao 1ang
dén muc nay dugc.”

Noi doan 6ng co chan
da vao ré cay may cai that
manh. Taran dam chac 6ng
lun sé dich than treo vao
goc cay néu cai 10 G than
cay rong han.

“Ta sé bao lai viéc
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nay.” Doli kéu l|én, “Phai,
bao vdi chinh Eiddileg! That
chua tung thay bao gic!
Plng la qua [am!”

“T6i khéng hi€éu ong
dang dinh lam gi nira.”
Eilonwy noi, gat ong lun
sang bén va budc tdi cho
goc s6i. “Nhung néu 0Ong
cho chung toi biét thi
ching t6i cd thé gitp 6ng
cling nén.”

Cling nhu ong lun da
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lam, c6 nhom vao than cay
rong. “Toi khong biét ai
dang ¢ dugi do,” co goi,
nerng chL'lng toi dang o)
trén nay va Doli mudn noi
chuyen vGi 6ng. It ra thi
ong ciing phai tra I0i di
chd? Ong cd nghe thay
khong?”

Eilonwy quay dau di va
lac dau. “Bat lich su qua,
cho du ho la ai di n{ra. That
con t& hon mot ngudi
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nham tit mat lai hong
mong ta khong nhin thay
hQ!,,

MOt giong yéu &t
nhung rd rang vang lén tu
dudi goc cay. “bi di.” giong
do néi.
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Chuong VI: GWYSTYL

Doli vdi vang day
Eilonwy sang bén va tho
dau vao than cay. Ong lai
bat dau gao 1én, nhung 16p
go muyc lam nghet t|eng
dén noi Taran khong hiéu
ho dang ndéi nhitng gi vGi
nhau, phan I6n cubc tro
chuyén chi gom hang trang
nhCrng IGi gian d{r tu phia
ong lun, dap lai la nhirng
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cau tra IGi cut ngun va
mién cudng.

Cubi cung Doli ciing
di’ng day va ra hiéu cho
nhitng ngudi khac theo
sau. Ong chay hét toc luc
thang qua khoang rirng, va
sau khi di dugc khoang
hon mot tram budc, 6ng
nhay xudng mot bo dat
nho ra. Taran, dan theo
con ngua cua ong lun va
Melynlas, vOi va di theo.
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Adaon, Ellidyr va chang ca
si cing nhanh chong quay
ngua lai, chang may chdc
da ¢ sau lung ho.

BG dat d6 xubng doéc
ding va ram rap dén do
dan ngua kho ma dat chan
ndi. Chiing nhén chan budc
qua nhirng bui mam xoi va
nhitng hon da 16n nhon.
Islimach hat bodm va bon
chon hi Ién. Con ngua cua
chang ca si suyt nga ngoi,
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va ngay ca Melynlas ciing
khit mii buc boi vi con dbc
kho di.

Khi Taran xubng dudc
tGi dat bang thi Doli da
chay dén phia dugc che
chan cla bd dat va dang
sot rudt ding truéc mot bui
gai khdong 16 nhdn nhit.
Taran kinh ngac thay bui
gai bat dau rung lén nhu
thé bj day tur bén trong, va
roi, cung vai vo soO tiéng la

https://thuviensach.vn



lao xao va canh cay gay
rang rac, ca bui cay tach ra
lam doi.

"Po la mot tram canh
dudng cua ngudi My Toc.”
Eilonwy kéu [én. “TOi biét
ho c6 tram canh & khap
ndi, nhung phai nhG dén
ong ban gia Doli t6t bung
thi mdi tim ra dugc!”

Khi Taran dén bén 6ng
lun, khe héd da md& ra du
rong cho cau nhin thay mot
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bong nguGi dirng sau no.

Doli ng6é vao trong.
"Vay ra la ong do ha,
Gwystyl.” Ong noi. “Lé ra
t6i phai biét truGc mdi
phai.”

“Vay ra la 6ng dd ha,
Doli.” Mot giong budn ba
dap lai. “T6i mong la 6ng
da bao trudc cho toi biét.”

“Bao trudc ay a!” Ong
lun kéu I6n. “ToOi sé cho
ong han mot IGi bao trudc
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néu 6ng khong mad cira ra!
Eiddileg sé dugdc bao vé
viéc nay. Tram canh dudng
dé lam gi khi anh khéng
thé vao dé luc can thiét?
Ong biét luat r6i day: néu
bat ky nguGi My Toc nao
gdp nguy hiém... va dé
chinh la th&r ching téi dang
gap phai day! Toi dé phai
gao dén khan ca cd roi,
chua ké deén nerng viéc
khac nira!” Ong nong nay
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da cho bui gai mét cu.
NguGi no thét ra mot
tiéng thd dai thudn thuot
vé sau muon va khe clra
md& rong hon. Taran nhin
thdy moét sinh vat thoat
trong thi twva mot nam canh
khd vGi day mang nhén
dinh trén dau. Cau nhanh
chong nhan ra ngudi gitr
ctra ky la nay giéng véi mot
ngudi My Toc ma cau da
thdy & vuong quoc cua
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Eiddileg; c6 diéu nguGi nay
cd vé dang & trong tinh
trang Om yéu vO cung toi
té.

Khong gibng nhu Doli,
Gwystyl khong thubc ho
ngudi lun. Mac du cao han,
ong ta lai cuc ky gay com.
Mai toc thua cua 6ng dai va
X0a Xugi; cai mli mét moi
khoam xudong moi trén, va
cai moi trén nay lai ru
xudng cam 6ng ta va@i vé
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hét sic thiéu n3o. Tran
ong day nép nhan va mat
cr chdp chdp lién tuc ve lo
lang; 6ng ta nom nhu sap
oa khdéc dén ngi. Trén vai
ong la mot tam ao choang
ban thiu xd xadc ma 6ng
dang man mé mot cach
bon chén. Ong ta sut sit
mdi, lai thd dai, va mién
cudng ra hiéu cho Dol
budc vao.

Gurgi va Fflewddur tién
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dén sau lung Taran. Khi
nhin thay ho, Gwystyl lién
thot @ moét tiéng rén ri
nghen ngao. A

“Oi, khong.” Ong néi.
“Khong phai con nguGi chu.
C6 I8 dé hém khac. Toi rat
ti€c, Doli a, tin toi di.
Nhung khéng thé 1a con
ngudi dugc.”

“Ho di cung vdi toi.”
Ong lun quat “Ho can su
bao vé cua ngudi My TOc,
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va toi sé lo liéu sao cho ho
co dugc diéu do.”

Con ngua cua
Fflewddur lach qua nhiing
canh cay va hi lén mot
tiEng to. Khi nghe thay,
Gwystyl lién dap tay lén
tran. X

“Ngua u!” Ong ta thon
thdc. “Khdong thé dugc!
Hay dua dam ngudi do vao
néu ong budc phai lam thé.
Nhung ngua thi khong.
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HOom nay thi khong cho
ngua vao dudc, Doli a, hdm
nay tdi khdng chiu ndi
ngua dau. Doli, xin lam
on,” ong ta rén ri, “xin
dung lam thé vdi toi. Toi
khong khoe, khdong khoe
chiat nao, that day. TOoi
khéng thé chiu ndi. Nao I3
nhirng ti€éng khit mdi va go
mong ram rap, nhifng cai
dau to tudng xucong xau.
Hon nita lai khong co du
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cho. Khéng dd cho dau.”
“Pay la cho quai quy
nao thé&?” Ellidyr gian dir
hoi. "Nguaci da dan bon ta
dén dau thé nay, tén lun
kia? Ngua cua ta sé khong
chiu rgi ta dau. Cac ngudi
cU viéc chui vao cai hang
chudt nay di. Ta sé tu minh
canh chung Islimach.”
“Ching ta khéng thé
dé ddm ngua lai trén mat
dat dugc.” Doli noi Vdi

https://thuviensach.vn



Gwystyl, ong nay da bat
dau Iui vao trong. “Hay don
lay mot cho hodc tim cho ra
cho khac.” Doli ra lénh.
“Dut khoat roi day!”

Sut sit, rén ri va lac
dau, Gwystyl hét si'c mién
cuéng day canh clira md
rong ra. X

“Pudc théi.” Ong ta thd
dai, “"dua ho vao di. bua
tat ca vao di. Va néu 6ng
biét con cé ai nira thi mai
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ca ho ludn di. Cling chang
sao. TOi chi ggi y thé thoi -
mot dé nghi danh cho trai
tim hao phong cua 06ng
day, Doli a. Nhung giG thi
t6i chdng quan tadm nira.
N6 chang thay déi dugc
diéu gi ca.”

Taran cling bdt dau
nghi rang Gwystyl co ly do
chinh dang dé lo ngai. O
cUa gan nhu khong du cao
cho dan ngua di qua. Con
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chien ma cao I6n cua
Adaon phai rat khd khan
md&i chui qua dudc; con
Islimach thi I6ng [0n tron
tron mat khi bi gai cao vao
suan.

Tuy nhién, khi da di
qua rao can roi thi Taran
thdy ho budc vao mot kiéu
hanh lang gi do, rat dai va
thap. Mot bén la dat nén,
bén kia la moét bdc man
ram rap toan bui gai va
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canh cdy khong thé nhin
qua dugc nhung van co du
ké hd cho chut khong khi
lot qua.

“T6i nghi cac vi co thé
cho dam ngua vao day.”
Gwystyl thd dai, tay run
run chi vé phia hanh lang.
“T6i mdi don nd cach day
chua lau. Toi khong nghi la
roi no lai bién thanh mot
cai chuong ngua. Nhung cUr
lam di. N6 chang thay doi
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dudc diéu gi dau.”

Nghen ngao thd dai
mot minh, Gwystyl sau do
dan ca nhom qua mot I0i di
boc mUi &m udt. O mot bén
Taran nhan thay mot cai
héc da dugc dao; trong do
chat day ré cay, dia y va
nam - cadu doan day chac
han la kho thic &n clia 6ng
chu nha sau muodn. Nudc
nho tong tong tu trén mai
tran bang dat hay chay
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thanh tung dong nho doc
theo tudng. Mui dat mun
va la muc dong lai trong
hanh lang. Xa hon, 16i di
dan dén mot gian budng
tron..

O day, mot dong Iura
dot bang co dang bap bung
trong 10 sudi bé xiu day bo
hong, choc choc lai toa ra
mot ludng khoi cay xe. Mot
cdi 6 rom blra bai dat canh
do. C6 mot cai ban gay
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chan, hai cai ghé dau va vo
sO nhirng boé thao moc treo
trén tudng cho khd. Cac
burc tudng da dugc co bao
cho nhdn, nhung day do
nhifng ré cay van veo van
chia ra. Mac du gian buong
rat ndn va ngot ngat
Gwystyl van run ray kéo 4o
sat vao vai han.

“Rat am cung.”
Fflewddur vua nhan xét
vura ho su su.
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Gurgi chay dén bén o
sudi va bat chap khdi ngoi
phich xudéng bén canh.
Adaon, gan nhu khéng thé
dirng thang l1én dugc, thi
lai c6 vé khong chu y [am
dén canh bua bai. Anh dén
gan Gwystyl va lich su cui
dau.

“Chung t6i xin da ta
long hiéu khach cua 6ng.”
Adaon noi. “"Chung t6i da bi
dudi theo sat.”
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“Hi€u khach ay a!” Dol
cau kinh noi. “Co thay ti
may may hi€u khach nao
dau! Di, Gwystyl, di ki€ém
cai gi cho chung toi an va
uéng di.”

"0, dugc thoi, dudc
thoi.” Gwystyl lam bam,
“néu cac vi muon. Cac vj
bao la bao giG cac vi lai I1én
dudng ay nhi?”

Eilonwy reo 1én mot
tiéng thich thd. “Xem Kkia,
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III

ong ay nudi mot con qua

Gan dong Ira, trén mot
canh cay dugc uon tho sa
thanh mot chd cho chim
dau la mot dam toi sam ma
Taran nhan ra dung la mot
con qua to I6n. Cau va
Eilonwy lién chay lai xem.
Con qua trong gibng nhu
mot qua bong gu gu Vdi
dam 16ng dubi thua thdt,
16ng nd ciing rl rugi va roi
bu nhu mai toc mang nhén
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cua Gwystyl. Nhung cap
mat nd rat tinh anh va
ching nhin cham cham vao
Taran vé t0 mo. VGi may
tieng lach cach kho khan,
con chim quét mdé mai vao
thanh dau va nghiéng dau
sang mot bén.

“That la mot con qua
dang yéu.” Eilonwy noi.
“Du t6i chua bao gio thay
con qua nao co long nhu
thé. Chung trong that Ig,
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nhung khi d@ quen mat roi
thi trobng cling dep day
cha.”

Thay con qua khong to
vé kho chiu, Taran lién nhe
nhang gai gai dam Iong
quanh cd né va dua mot
ngon tay vudt doc cai mo
sac va boéng nhan. Cau
bong chanh long nhd tdi
con quai diéu non cdu d3
cu - dudng nhu cach day
lau lIam roi — va tu hoi
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khong biét con vat giG ra
sao. Trong luc do, con qua
thich thd tan hudng su’ chu
y ma ro rang la né khong
hay nhan dugc. N6 lac Iu
dau, vui vé nhay may va
tim cach quét mo vao téc
Taran.

“Tén no la g a?”
Eilonwy hai.

“Tén ay a?” Gwydtyl
dap. O, tén no la Quac
(Kaw). BGgi vi tiéng kéu cua
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no ay ma, co thay day. bai
loai thé.” Ong ta Io dang
noi thém.

“Quac!” Fflewddur reo
|én, tU ndy dén giG anh van
ngam nhin con chim vé
thich thd. “That tuyét vail
That la khéo léo! Toi sé
khéng bao gid nghi ra noi
mot cai tén nhu vay.” Anh
ta gat gu vé wvui thich va
khen ngai.

Trong khi Taran vuot
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ve bO Iong clia con qua
dang khoai chi thi Adaon
xem Xxét vét thuong cua
Ellidyr. TU chi€c tdi da nho
& that lung, anh 1dy ra mot
ndm 1a thudc kho va
nghién ching thanh bét.

“Cai gi thé nay,” Ellidyr
noi, “anh vua md mong
vUa la thay lang a? Néu vét
thuong khong lam phién ta
thi tai sao no lai lam phién
anh cha?”
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“Néu anh khong muon
coi day la mot cU chi xuat
phat tuU long t6t,” Adaon
noi, khong hé bai rdi va van
ti€Ep tuc san soc Vét
thuong, “thi hay coi né nhu
mot su’ phong ngura. TruGc
mat ching ta con mot
chdng dudng gian khd va
nguy hiém. T6i khoéng thé
dé anh bi bénh va lam
cham budc ti€én cua tat ca.”

“Ta sé khong lam cac
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ngudi cham budc dau.”
Ellidyr dap lai. “Khi cé co
hoi, 18 ra ta da co thé tru
virng trudc ké thu. Thé ma
gic day ta lai phai chui nhui
dudi dat nhu |G cao thé
nay.”

Gwystyl lo lang ngd
qua vai Adaon. “Ngai cé
thir thudc gi cho can bénh
cua toi khong?” Ong ta run
run hoi. "Khong, toi doan la
ngai khong co. Thoi, ciling
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chdng sao. Chang lam
dugc gi v8i hagi &m va nudc
tu & day; khong, chung sé
s6ng lau hon toi thoi, chan
chan la vay.” 6ng ta noi
thém vdi giong budn nan.
“Théi dung lam nham
vé chuyén nudc tu dong
nira.” Doli cOc can ra lénh,
“ma hdy nghi cach gi dé
bon to6i ra khoi day mot
cach an toan di. Néu 0Ong
phu trach mot tram canh
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dudng thi éng phai san
sang cho cac trerng hdp
khan cdp ch.” Ong gian
dif quay di. “That khong
hiéu Eiddileg nghi sao ma
lai cir 6ng ra day.”

“T6i cling thucng tu
hoi nhu vay.” Gwystyl dong
y vG8i mot tiéng thd dai ao
nao. “Noi nay qua gan
Annuvin, chang co ké tir té
nao dén go cua ca - toi
khong cd y am chi bat ky ai
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trong s6 cac vi dau.” Ong
ta vOi noi thém. “Nhung né
am dam 1am. Chang co gi
hay ho ca, that thé. Khong,
Doli a, t6i e la chang lam gi
dé gilp 6ng dudc dau.
Ngoai tru’ tién chan cac vi
|lén duGng cang sGm cang
tot.”

“Thé con bon Thg San
thi sao?” Taran xen vao.
“Néu chung van dang bam
theo chung tai thi...”
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“Thg San u?” Mat
Gwystyl tai di va tay ong
run [én. “Lam sao ma cac vi
lai dung phai ching thé?
TOi rat ti€c khi nghe vay.
NEu tbi biét trudc thi may
ra... Oi gid thi qua muodn roi.
Chung sé can quét sach
trdn noi nay mat thoi.
Khong, that tinh, I€ ra cac
vi phai quan tam dén toi
han mot chuat cha.”

*Ong tudng la bon toi
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mudn bi ching dudi theo
chac!” Eilonwy kéu Ién,
khéng kim ndi vé st rudt
nifa. “That chang khac nao
mdi ong dén dot minh ca.”

Trudc nhitng I0i gian
dir cua co, Gwystyl co rum
lai trong chiéc ao choang
va trong cang thi€u ndo
hon bao gid hét. Ong ta
nghen ngao, run run dua
tay l&n lau tran va dé mac
cho mot giot nudc mat to
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tudng lan xudng mdi. “Toi
khong hé co y ndi vay, co
bé than mén a, xin hay tin
toi.” Gwystyl sut sit. “TOi
chi khong biét phai lam gi -
néu con cd thé lam gi dugc
nira. Cac vi da rgi vao mot
tinh thé gay go dang sg
lam dady. Bang cach nao
hay tai sao thi toi khong
thé hiéu dugc.”
“Gwydion da dan chung
t6i dén tan cong Arawn.”
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Taran md dau.

Gwystyl vOi vang gid
tay I1én. “Bung ndi gi vdi toi
nifa.” 6ng ta ngat 10i, mat
nhan lai vé lo sg. “Cho du
no la gi di chang nira thi toi
ciing khong mudn nghe
dau. Toi tha khong biét con
hon. Toi khong mudn dinh
vao bat ky ké hoach dién ro
nao cua cac vi. Gwydion ay
a? Toi lay lam ngac nhién
la Ong ay, it ra, phai khong
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td ra hiéu biét hon chd.
Nhung t6i doan cling chang
thé mong dgi dugdc diéu gi
khac dugc. Gig co than van
cling chang ich gi.”

“SUr ménh cua chung
toi hét sdc cap bach.”
Adaon ndi, anh da bang bd
xong Vvét thudng cua
Ellidyr va dén didng bén
canh Gwystyl. “Chung toi
khong yéu cau 6ng lam bat
ky diéu gi khién 6ng phai
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gdp nguy hiém. Toi cling
khong mudn cho 6ng biét
chuyén gi da dua chuing toi
dén day, nhung néu khong
biét rd thi 6ng khdng thé
hi€u dugc ching tdi can su
giup dG cua 6ng dén muc
nao.”

“Chuing t6i dén day dé
cudp chi€c vac ¢ Annuvin.”
Taran noi.

“Vac u?” Gwystyl lam
bam.
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“Phai, vac ay.” Ong Iun
cau ti€t gam Ién. “BO au
trung tai mét! b6 dom dom
khong den! Chiéc vac da
sinh ra bon Vac Dau cua
Arawn ay!”

“A, chiéc vacdo u.”
Gwystyl yéu ot dap lai.
“Tha 16i cho t6i, Doli, toi
dang nghi dén chuyén
khac. Cac vi bao bao gio
cac vi sé lai 1én dudng ay
nhi?”
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Ong IUn nom nhu thé
sap slra tum lay Gwystyl va
lac manh 06ng ta, nhung
Adaon lién tién Ién va giai
thich chuyén gi da xay ra &
Hac Mon.

“Tiec that.” Gwystyl
khé ndi véi mot tiéng thd
dai u sau. “Lé ra cac vi
khdng nén day dua gi vOi
cai vac ay. Nhung giG cé
nghi dén thi cling da qua
mudn roi, toi e rang nhu
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vay. Cac vi phai cd gang
hét minh thoéi. Toi sé khong
ghen ti v@i cac vi dau. Tin
téi di, khong ghen ti chut
nao. PO qua la mot viéc
khong may.”

“Nhung 6ng khdng hiéu
sao.” Taran nai. " Chung toi
dau co day dua gi vGi cai
vac. N6 khong con ¢
Annuvin nira. Co ké da lay
mat nd.”

“Phai.” Gwystyl ndi, rau
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ri nhin Taran. “Phai, toi
biét.”
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Chuong VII: QUAC

_ Taran ngung phat lai.
"*Ongbiet u?” Cau kinh
ngac hoi. "“Thé sao 0Ong
khong hé...” Gwystyl nudt
nudc miéng danh uc mot
cai va dua mat li€ nhin
xung quanh vé lo sg. “O,
toi biét. Nhung chi biét mot
cach rat chung chung thdi,
cau biét day, y tbi la, that
tinh thi t6i chang biét gi ca.
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Chi la nhirng tin don vo6 can
c’ ngudi ta thuong nghe
dudc ¢ mot nai kinh khung
nhu thé nay théi ma.
Khong quan trong gi dau.
Xin dirng dé y dén nd.”

"Gwystyl.” Doli gay gat
ndi. “"Ong bi€t ro vé viéc
nay nhiéu hon nhing gi
6ng dé 10 ra. Nao, ndi toac
ra di.”

Con ngudi U rl no lién
dua tay Ién om dau va bat
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dau vira rén ri vira lac Iu
than minh t&i lui. “X|n hay
di di va dé toi yén.” Ong ta
thén thic. “T6i  khéng
khoe; toi cd rat nhiéu viéc
phai lam, t6i sé kh6ng bao
gid lam xong mat.”

“Ong phai cho chuing
toi biét!” Taran kéu lén.
“Xin lam on.” cau noi thém,
ha giong xuong vi Gwystyl
khén kho lai bdt dau run
|ay bdy, mat trgn ngudc 1én
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nhu thé sdp xiu dén ndi.
"Xin dung giau chung toi
nhifng diéu ong biét. NEu
ong khong chiu noéi thi
chung t6i da lieu mang mot
cach vo ich r6i.”

“Hady dé nd yén.”
Gwystyl nghen ngao ndi,
dung mot goc ao tu quat
cho minh. “Pung ban tam
dén nd nira. Hay quén no
di. Do la diéu tot nhat ma
cac vi cd thé lam day. Hay
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quay Vé ndi cac vi da ra di
di. Tham chi dung cé nghi
dén no nira.”

“Lam sao ching t6i cé
thé ldm nhu th& dugc?”
Taran hoi I6n. “Arawn sé
khong chiu ng6i yén chung
nao han chua lay lai dugc
chiéc vac.”

“Tat nhién han sé
khdong ngbi yén ro6i.”
Gwystyl dap, “Ngay IlUc nay
han cling dd khong ngoi
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yén roi. D6 chinh la ly do
tai sao cac vi nén tu bo
cudc tim ki€m va lang Ié ra
di di. Cac vi sé chi gay ra
thém rac rbi thoi. Va thr dé
thi da co du r6i.”

“"Néu vay thi toét han
hét la ching ta nén tim
dén Caer Cadarn dé gdp
Gwydion cang nhanh cang
tot.” Eilonwy noi.

“Pung, dung thé, chac
chan roi.” Gwystyl xen vao,
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vGi mot thoang ham hdg lan
dau tién Taran nhin thay &
con ngudi ky la nay. “Toi
cho cac vi IGi khuyén ay vi
Igi ich cla cac vi thoi. Toi
lay lam mung, rat mung, la
cac vi da quyét dinh lam
theo nd. Gio thi, tat nhién,”
ong ta noi thém, gan nhu
cO vé sung sudng, “han cac
vi s&€ mubn l|én dudng
ngay. Nhu vay la rat khon
ngoan. Toi thi... that bat
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hanh biét bao, phai & lai
day thoi. T6i ghen ty vdi
cac vi, that day. Nhung moi
su la vay, va chang ai cd
thé lam gi dudgc. Rt wui
dudc gap tat ca cac vi. Xin
tam biét.”

“Tam biét u?” Eilonwy
kéu lén. “Néu chung t6i tho
mii lén mat dat va bon
Thg San dang ddgi san thi -
phai, that su la vinh biét
ludn. Doli ndi 6ng c6 nhiém

https: /lthuviensach.vn



vu giup d3 chung to6i. Vay
ma ong chua lam dugc gi
ca. Ngoai tru thd dai va kéu
ren! Néu day la nhifng gi
tot nhat nguci My Toc co
thé lam thi toi tha bi treo
trén cdy bang nhirng ngoén
chan that vao nhau con
hon!”

Gwystyl lai om lay dau.
"Xin lam dn, lam on dung
quat thao nhu thé. HOom
nay t6i khéng chiu ndi tiéng
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quat thao dau. Nhat la sau
khi phai chiu dung Ii ngua
nira. Mot ngudi trong soO
cac vi cd thé di xem xem
bon Thg San con quanh
day khong. Nhung that ra
lam thé cling chang cd tac
dung gi méay, vi cO thé
chuang chi rgi di mot lat
thoi.”

“TOi tu hoi khong biét
ai s€ lai la nguGi phai lam
viec do nhi?” Ong lun 18m
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bam. “Lai la 150 Doli gia, tat
nhién roi. Th€ ma minh cu
tudng la da xong xudi Vdai
tro tang hinh r6i kia day.”

“Tdi cé thé cho cac vi
cai nay,” Gwystyl noi ti€p,
“mdc du ndé chang cd tac
dung gi nhiéu cho Iam. N6
la loai bot toi da cat di
phong khi can dén. To6i dé
danh né cho nhirng truGng
hop khan cap.”

“Thé o6ng goi trudng
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hdp nay la gi ha do6 dan
don!” Doli gam lén.

“Vang, &, y toi la... ©...
danh cho trudng hgp khan
cap cua riéng toi thi dung
hon.” Gwystyl tai mat giai
thich. “Nhung toi thi cé
quan trong gi. Cac vij co thé
dung no. Lay di, lay hét di.

Cac vi hay bbi né vao
ban chan, hay bat ky cai gi
ma cac vi dung dé di, y toi
la vO ngua va cac th( dai
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loai thé.” Gwystyl ndi thém.
“N6 khong cé tac dung tot
lam, phai chiu kho dén thé
hau nhu cling chang ich gi,
bGi vi n0 sé bien mat. Tat
nhién, néu cac vi di trén nod
thi nd sé bién mat thoi. Tuy
nhién nd sé che dugc dau
vét cua cac vi trong mot
thaoi gian.”

"Pung la th( ching ta
can.” Taran noi. “Mot khi
bon Thg San da mat dau
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chung ta thi toi nghi ching
ta cé thé wvugt trudc
chung.”

“TOi sé di lay.” Gwystyl
ham hd& noi. “Sé khong lau
dau.”

Nhung khi 6ng ta dinh
di khoi gian buong thi Doli
tum lay canh tay oOng ta.
“"Gwystyl.” ong lun nghiém
nghi ndi. “Trong mat 6ng
co vé lén It gian xao lam.
Bi€t dau 6ng dang dinh bip

https: //thuviensach.vn



cac ban toi thi sao. Nhung
dung quén la ong ciing
dang phai doi phd véi mot
ngudi My Toc day nhé. Toi
cd6 cam giac,” Doli noi
thém, siét chat tay han. “la
6ng ndng long mong ching
t6i ra di qua. Toi da bat
dau tu hoi khong biét néu
td6i bop 6ng chat hon chut
nira thi con cai gi khac co
thé thoi ra nira day.”

Nghe vay, Gwystyl trgn
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ngugc mat lén va ngat Xiu.
Ong lun phai d6 Ong ta
ngbi thang lén trong khi
Taran va nhirng nguGi khac
quat cho 0ng ta.

Mai mot ldc  sau
Gwystyl mai hé mot mat ra.
“Xin 16i.” Ong ta théu thao.
“"HOom nay t6i khong dudgc
khoé. Rat ti€c vé chiéc vac.
That la moét viéc khong
may.”

Chu qua, tu nay dén
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gid van chdm chd quan sat
moi viéc, dua cap mat tron
sang nhin 6ng chu minh va
bong dap canh manh dén
noi Gurgi hot hoang nhay
dung Ién.

“"Orddu!” Quac kéu Ién.

Fflewddur ngac nhién
quay sang nhin. “Cha, cac
ban c6 tudng tudgng dudc
khéng! NO dau co kéu
“quac”. It nhat thi toi
khong nghe nhu vay. Toi
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xin thé la n6 da kéu cai gi
nghe nhu la “or-do” ay.”

“Orwen!” Quac lai kéu
lén. “Orgoch!”

“bay!” Fflewddur noi,
nhin con chim vé thich tha
va ngac nhién. “No lai kéu
nira kia.”

“La nhi.” Taran dongy.
“Nghe nhu la
orduorwenorgoch ay! Va
nhin nd xem, no chay di
chay lai trén coc dau kia.
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Cac ban cdé nghi chung ta
lam phién nd khong?”

“"CO vé nhu nd muon
ndi vdi ching ta diéu gi
ay.” Eilonwy md dau.

Trong lic ay thi mat
Gwystyl dd chuyén sang
mau mot miéng pho mat cli
rich.

“"Cé thé o6ng khong
mudn cho bon toi biét,”
Doli noi, thd bao tum lay
Gwystyl dang hoang hot,
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“nhung no thi c6 day. Lan
nay, Gwystyl a, toi sé bop
nghi€n 6ng that day.”

“Khong, khong, Doli,
xin dung lam thé.” Gwystyl
rén ri. “Pung dé y dén no.
N6 hay lam nhirng viéc ky
quai 1am; toi da co day nd
cach cu x&r cho ngoan
ngodn han, nhung chang
ich gi.”

Ti€p do Gwystyl tudn ra
mot trang nhirng IGi van
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Xxin va rén ri, nhung 6ng
lun khdng thém dé y dén
va bat dau thuc hién Ioi de
doa cua minh.

“Khong.” Gwystyl hét.
“Xin dung bép. HOmM nay thi
khong. Doli xin hay nghe
t6i.” Ong ndi thém, hai mat
lac xéch ca di. "Néu toi noi
thi cac vi hira sé di ngay
cha?”

Doli gat dau va budng
tay ra.
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n

“Quac chi muodn nai la,
Gwystyl voi ti€p, “chiéc vac
dang & trong tay Orddu,
Orwen va Orgoch. Co vay
thoi. That dang tiéc, nhung
chdc chan 1a khdng thé lam
gi véi viéc d6. Gan nhu
khong bd cong nhac dén
nira kia.”

“"Orddu, Orwen va
Orgoch la ai?” Taran hoi.
NOi hoi h6p va nong rudt
cua cau cling khién cau
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mat binh tinh va cau chi
muon x6ng dén giup Doli
bép cd Gwystyl.

“Ho la ai u?” Gwystyl
ldm bam. “Céu nén héi ho
la cai gi thi dung han.”

“Pugc thoéi.” Taran noi
I&n. “Vay ho la cai gi?”

“Toi  khong  biét.”
Gwystyl tra IGi. “Khd noi
lam. Ciling chang quan
trong gi; ho da cd dudc
chiéc vac roi thi tot nhat la
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cac Vi nén dé nd & yén day
di.” Ong ta run ban Ién.
“Pung co6 day dua vdi ho,
chang dem lai Igi ich gi
dau.”

“Cho du ho la ai di
chang nira,” Taran noi to,
quay sang nhifrng ngudi
khac, “toi dé nghi hay di
tim ho va lay lai chiéc vac.
b6 la viéc chdng ta dinh
lam khi ra di, va giG chung
ta khong nén quay trg lai
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nira. Ho s6ng & dau?” Cau
hoi Gwystyl.

“Song u?” Gwystyl nhac
lai v&i moOt cai nhiu may.
“"Ho khdng song. Khodng
han la nhu vay. Tat ca déu
map md& lam. That tinh toi
cling chdng biét nira.”

Quac lai vO canh.
"Morva!” No kéu lén.

“Y t6i 1a,” Gwystyl kéu
lén khi Doli lai gian dir gic
tay vé phia ong ta, “ho &
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trong khu dam lay Morva.
Cu thé la & dau thi toi
khong biét, khong hé bi€t.
Van dé la ¢ cho do day.
Cac vi sé khong bao gig tim
dugc ho dau. Va néu cob
tim dugdc, mot viéc chac
chén khéng thé xay ra, thi
roi cac vi cling sé udc minh
la da khong bao gid tim
thay.” Gwystyl van veo hai
ban tay xuong xau, va trén
guong mét run ray cta éng
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ta qua that co moét vé sg
hai vo cung.

“Toi da nghe ndi dén
khu dam lay Morva.” Adaon
noi. “Ching nam & phia
Tay. Nhung cach day bao
xa thi toi khong biét.”

“Toi biét!” Fflewddur
ngat 1Gi. “Khoang mot ngay
duong, toi doan vay. Toi da
di qua ngi d6 mot lan khi
lam ca si hat rong. T6i con
nhd kha ro. Mot nai khong
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|dy gi 1am dé chiu va hai
dang sg. Tat nhién diéu do
khong khi€én téi ban tam.
Khong hé nao nung, toi da
budc qua...”

MOt sgi day dan hac
bat ddt danh “tung” mot
cai.

“To6i da divong qua
chung.” Chang ca si vii va
stia lai. "Nhitng dam lay
md&i dé sg, xau xi va boc
mui mai kinh tdm lam sao.
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Nhung,” anh noi thém,
“néu chiéc vac dang & do
thi toi dong y vdi Taran hay
di dén ddé! Mot ngudGi ho
Fflam khong bao giG chan
chu cal”

“MOt ngudGi ho Fflam
khong bao giG chan chu
m& miéng thi ding haon.”
Doli xen vao. "Lan nay thi
Gwystyl ndi that, téi dam
chac nhu vay. HGi con G
vuong quoc cua Eiddileg,
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t6i da dudc nghe nhiéu
chuyén vé cai dam - gi — gi
- ay. Va bon ho khong dé
chiu chut nao. Khong ai
biét nhiéu vé bon ho. Hay
la cé bi€t nguGi ta ciing
khéng nadi ra.”

“Anh nén chu vy IGi 6ng
Doli dang noi day.” Eilonwy
ngat IGi, sot rudt quay sang
Taran. “T6i khéng hiéu sao
anh lai c6 thé nghi dén
chuyén cudp lai chiéc vac
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tur tay bat ky ké nao dang
gil nd ma tham chi con
khong bi€t nhitng ke do la
cai gi.

Hon nira,” Eilonwy noi
ti€p, “Gwydion da ra lénh
cho chung ta dén gap ong
dy @ Caer Cadarn, va néu
tri nhG_cua anh chua bi
thung 16 cho vi nhirtng diéu
v3 van tbi da phai nghe thi
ong ay khong ndéi mot I0i
nao V€ viéc di theo hudng
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ngugc lai ca.”

“Cd khong hiéu.” Taran
vac lai. “Khi 6ng ay ra Iénh
cho chung ta dén gap, ong
ay co y dinh lap ké hoach
cho mot cudc tim ki€ém mdi.
Ong &y khong bi€t rang
ching ta cd thé tim dugc
chiéc vac.”

“Thd nhat,” Eilonwy
néi, “anh chua tim dudc
chiéc vac nao ca.”

“Nhung chung ta biét
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né dang & dau!” Fflewddur
kéu Ién. “Va nhu thé ciling
da tot chan roi!”

“Va thd hai,” Eilonwy
noi ti€p, IG chang ca si di,
“néu anh co dudc tin tdc gi
vé no thi diéu khon ngoan
nhat anh cd thé lam 13 di
tim Gwydion va néi cho 6ng
ay nhirng diéu anh biét.”

“Pung day.” Doli chen
vao. “Chi riéng vdGi viéc di
dén Caer Cadarn thoi
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ching ta ciling da gap du
rac roi roi, dirng ndi téi viéc
phai 10 mo dén mot khu
dam lay nao dé dudi mat
trang nra. Cau hay nghe
theo c6 ay di. Co ay la
ngudi duy nhat, ngoai tru
toi, co chut y niém vé diéu
chidng ta nén lam day.”
Taran ngan ngu. “Co
|€,” cau nodi, sau mot
thoang im lang, “s€ la khon
ngoan hon néu ta quay trd
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lai gap Gwydion. Vua
Morgant va binh linh cua
6ng 8y co thé gilp sic cho
chung ta.”

Cau phai c6 gang lam
mé&i c6 thé ndi ra dugc
nhirng IGi ay; trong tham
tam cau mong di tim chiéc
vac, dem nd dén cho
Gwydion trong vinh quang.
Tuy thé, cau van khong thé
pht nhan rang Eilonwy va
Doli da dua ra moét giai
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phap chac chan han.

“T6i thay c6 vé la.."
cau mé@ dau. Nhung chua
kip dong tinh vd&i Doli thi
Ellidyr da chen tdi dudng
bén canh 10 sudi.

“Tén quan Ign kia,”
Ellidyr noi, “ngudi da chon
ding dan day. Hay quay vé
v@i cac ban ngugdi va chung
ta sé chia tay & day thoi.”

“Chia tay u?” Taran bodi
roi hoi.
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“Ngudi nghi la ta sé
quay lung vao ldc nay, khi
sap gianh dugc chién Igi
phdm sao?” Ellidyr lanh
lung noéi. “Hay di dudng
cla ngudi di, thang quan
lgn, va ta sé di dudng cua
ta. Ta sé tu minh dén khu
dam lay Morva. Hay doi ta
¢ Caer Cadarn.” Ellidyr noi
thém véi mot nu cudi khinh
khinh. “Hay sud@i am long
can dam cua ngudi bén 10
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Ira, ta sé dem chi€c vac
dén do.”

Truéc nhirng I0i ay cua
Ellidyr, mat Taran anh [én
gian dii. Y nghi vé viéc
Ellidyr c6 thé tim dugc
chi€c vac khién cau khong
chiu ndi.

“TOi sé& sudi am long
can dam cua toi trén bat ky
|0 I&'a nao ma ngai chon,
con trai Pen — Llarcau!” Cau
ndi to. “Cac ban hay quay
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vé di, néu do la diéu cac
ban mudn. T6i that ngoc vi
da nghe theo y ki€én cua
mot co be!”

Eilonwy hét Ién tlc toi.
Doli gic tay |én phan doi
nhung Taran ngan ong lai.
GiG day, khi con gian ban
dau da qua, cau trd nén
binh tinh han. “bay khong
phai la mot tro chai thu
thach long can dam.” Cau
noi. “Toi sé ngu ngbdc gap

https://thuviensach.vn



doi, va tat ca chuing ta
cling vay, néu dé bi kich
dong bgi mot IGi ché giéu
vu vd. It nhat do la diéu toi
da hoc dudc tu Gwydion.
Nhung con diéu nay nira:
ngay luc nay Arawn cling
dang tim kiém chi€c vac.
Chung ta khéng thé dé méat
khoang thdi gian can thiét
dé di tim ngudi gilp. Néu
han tim dudc chiéc vac
trudc chung ta thi...”
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“Thé néu han khong
tim dudc no thi sao?” Doli
hoi. “Lam sao cau biét
dudc la han cling biét chiéc
vac dang ¢ dau? Va néu
han khong bi€t thi han sé
mat bao 1au d& khdm pha
ra diéu dé? Cling phai mat
kha lau day, toi doan vay,
ngay ca vdi lU Vac Dau va
Thg San, quai diéu va gi gi
di nra! Bang nao thi chiing
ta cling phai lieu linh, bat
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ky tén ngoc nao cling thay
dudc diéu ddé. Nhung néu
cau mudn biét y ki€n cua
toi thi sé la dai dot hon
nhiéu néu chung ta lai di
dam dau vao vung dam lay
Morva.”

“Va anh, Taran x( Caer
Dallben,” Eilonwy noi, “anh
chi dang kiém cd dé bién
hd cho y tudng ndng ndi
cua anh ma thoéi. Tu nay
dén giG anh cU’ ndi va noi
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ma da quén mat mot diéu:
anh khong cod quyén quyét
dinh; va ca ngai ciing
khong, Ellidyr a. Adaon mdi
chinh la ngudi chi huy &
day, néu téi khong nham.”
LGi nhac nhd cula
Eilonwy khi€én Taran do
chin mat. “Xin th{ 10i cho
toi, Adaon.” cau noi, cui
dau xudng. “T6i khong cd y
lam trai 1énh ngai. Quyén
quyét dinh la cua ngai.”
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Adaon, ndy gid van
lang I€ ngbi nghe bén 10
sudi, lién lac dau. “Khong.”
Anh khé noi, “quyén quyét
dinh khong thé 13 cua toi
dugc. T6i khong ung ho va
ciing khong phan doi ké
hoach cua cac ban; quyét
dinh nay qua hé trong, toi
khong dam tu minh lua
chon.”

“"Nhung tai sao?” Taran
kéu I1én. “T6i khéng hiéu.”
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cau noi vé lo lang. “Trong
sO tat ca chudng ta thi ngai
phai la ngudi biét ro diéu gi
tot nhat.”

Adaon hudng cap mat
Xam cua minh vé phia ngon
Ira. “Co 1é r6i moOt ngay
nao do cdu sé hiéu. Gid thi
hay tu luva chon con dudng
cua minh, Taran xU Caer
Dallben.” Anh ndi. “Cho du
nd dan dén dau di chang
niraoi beayhie a - Llarcau!
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thi toi cling xin hla sé giup
cau.”

Taran lui lai va ding
lang hoi lau, long ngap tran
mot cam giac dau buon va
lo Idng. Khong phai noi sg
hai bop chat tim cau, ma la
mét noi budn khong thé
dien ta dudc bang 1Gi, tua
nhu nhitng chiéc la kho
tieu diéu trudc gio. Adaon
van ti€p tuc ngam nhin
ngon lUa dang nhay nhoét
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bap bung.

“Toi sé dén khu dam
lay Morva.” Taran noi.

Adaon gat dau. “budc
thoi.”

Khong ai noi gi. Ngay
ca Ellidyr cling khong Ién
ti€ng; anh ta can chat moi
va man mé chudi guom
cua minh.

“Thoi dugc.” cubi cung
Doli ndi, “Toi doan la toi
cling nén theo cung. Lam
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giup tat ca nhirng gi toi cé
thé. Nhung day la mét sai
lam, toi canh bao trudc
day.”

“Sai lam u?” chang ca
si hén hd reo Ién. “Khong
hé! Toi sé khong chiu bi
day ra ngoai dau!”

“Va chac chan toi cling
khong.” Eilonwy tuyén bo.
“Phai cd ai do di theo dé
dam bao rang it ra cling co
ai do trong so chung ta con
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biét diéu gi la dung dan.
bam lay u? Eo di! Néu anh
c’ khang khang muodn bién
minh thanh thdang ngdc thi
téi udc gi anh chon mot
con dudng kho rao han.”
“WVa Gurgi cling sé
giup!” Gurgi kéu to, ding
bat day. “Phai, phai, bang
cach tim ki€m va suc sao!”
“Gwystyl,” Doli ndi vé
cam chiu, “c6 Ié 6ng nén di
tim cai loai bot ma 6ng ndi
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ban nay di thi han.”

Trong khi Gwystyl s6t
sang luc tim cho hoc
tudng, ong lun hit mot hai
sau va bién mat. Mot Iuc
sau, 6ng quay trd lai, hién
hinh rd rang va co vé hét
sic tdc gian, tai 6ng run
lén va nga sang mau xanh.

"Ném tén Thg Sén cam
trai trén dinh go.” Ong noi.
“Chung da dung lai... 6i hai
cai tai cua toi... dung lai
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qua dém. NEu loai bot do
cd tac dung thi ching ta cé
thé di dugc moét doan xa
trudc khi chung kip biét ta
da co mat ¢ day.”

Nhédm ban bdi I1én chan
minh va mong ngua thu
bot den ma Gwystyl 1ay ra
tur trong mot chi€c tdi méc
meo. Ong ta té ra gan nhu
sung sudng khi Taran cdi
day bubc Melynlas va dan
con ngua ra tu sau bulc
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tudng cay gai.

“Tam biét, tam biét.”
Gwystyl noi. “Toi khong
muon phai nhin cac ban bo
phi th&i gid, dé la chua ké
dén ca mang song cla cac
ban ni{ra. HOM nay con &
day, ngay mai da bién mat,
va ai ¢ thé lam dugc gi dé
thay doi diéu d6 co chu?
Tam biét. To6i hi vong
ching ta sé gap lai nhau.
Nhung dung s6m qua. Tam
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biét.”

Thé r6i khe clra ddng
sap lai. Taran nam chac
hon day cuong Melynlas va
nhom ban lang Ié ti€n vao
ring.
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Chuong VIII: HON SOI
TRONG MONG NGUA

Bén ngoai tram canh
dudng, man dém da buodng
xuong; bau trgi trong trd
lai, nhu'ng hgi lanh tré nén
buét gia hon. Adaon va
Fflewddur ban bac that
nhanh xem nén di theo
dudng nao, va nhat tri la
ho nén cu@i ngua vé hudng
Tay cho dén khi mat troi
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moc, tim chd trd &n va ngu
lai, r6i ré€ vé hudng Nam.
Van nhu luc trudc, Eilonwy
cuGi chung Melynlas Vdi
Taran va Gurgi thi bam
chat lay lung Lluagor.

_ Fflewddur xung phong
dan dudng. Anh tuyén bo
rang chua bao giG bi lac va
nham mat cling tim dugc
khu dam Ilay; nhung sau
hai sgi day dan dat tung
thi anh suy nghi lai va giao
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nhiém vu cua minh cho
Adaon. Doli, miéng van cau
nhau vé doi tai con kéu
ong ong, cuGi ngua boc
hdu, tuy nhién 6ng thang
thirng tUr ch6i bién thanh
vO hinh, cho du co chuyén
gi xay ra di nira.

Ellidyr chua hé n6i mot
IGi nao vai ai tu khi ho chia
tay Gwystyl u sau, va Taran
thdy trong mat anh ta an
chra mot con thinh nd lanh
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lung khi ca nhdm quyét
dinh sé tién vé khu dam lay
Morva.

“T6i nghi anh ta chac
chan sé tim cach tu minh
di cudp chiéc vac vé.”
Taran noi vdi Eilonwy. “ Va
cO biét la néu chi cé mot
minh thi anh ta c6 bao
nhiéu co hoi day. D6 dung
I3 cdi kiéu hanh dong tré
con ma toi van thudng lam
hoi con la Phu - Chan Ign.”
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“Anh van con la Phu -
Chan Ign day thoi.” Eilonwy
dap. “"Anh dang di dén khu
dam lay ngu ngoc ay chinh
vi Ellidyr, va du anh cd noi
gi di nira thi cling chi la vé
van ma théi. Pirng cd bao
vGi to6i sé khong khon
ngoan hon néu di tim
Gwydion  day. Nhung
khong, anh c phai quyét
dinh ngudc lai va 16i tat ca
chung t6i theo cung.”
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Taran khong  dap.
Nhirng IGi cua Eilonwy da
cham vao long tu ai cua
cau - nhat la bdi cau ciing
dd bat dau hoi ti€c vé
quyét dinh cua chinh minh.
GiG day, khi ca nhom da
lén dudng, nhirng nghi ngo
kéo dén dan vat khién tim
cau triu nang. Taran khong
thé quén ducgc vé ky la
trong giong ndi cua Adaon
va tu hoi di hai lai, sao anh
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lai tU choi quyén quyét
dinh chinh dang cua minh.
Cau thuc Melynlas dén gan
Adaon hdn va nghiéng
ngudi trén yén vé phia anh.

“T6i thay rat ban
khoan.” cau thap giong nai.
"Va gio toi tu hoi khong
biét lieu chung ta cd nén
quay trd lai khong. Toi e la
ngai dang giau toi diéu qi
do, va néu toi biet do la gi
thi toi da quyét dinh khac
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di r6i.”

Néu Adaon cing coé
nhifng m6i ban khoan nhu
Taran thi anh cting khong
d€ 10 nd ra ngoai. Trén yén
cuong, anh ngb6i vuon
thdng ngudi, nhu thé vira
cod dudc mot si’'c manh mdi
va su gian khd trong cudc
hanh trinh khdng thé cham
dén anh ducdc nira. Trén
mat anh la moét vé ma
Taran chua nhin thay bao
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gi¢ va khdng thé hi€u noi.
Trong d6 cd niém kiéu
hanh, nhung con hon thé
nifa; vé mat ay con chua
dung mot anh sang gan
nhu’ vui suéng.

Sau mot hoi lau im
lang, Adaon ndi. “S6 phan
dd dinh, rang ching ta
dang lam diéu chung ta
phai lam, mac du chung ta
khong phai lic nao cling co
thé hiéu dugc nd.”
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“T6i nghi ngai thay
dugc rat nhiéu diéu,” Taran
khé dap lai, “nhirng diéu
ngai khong néi vaGi bat ky
ai. Toi da nghi vé viéc nay
rat lau,” cau ngap ngung
noi ti€p. “va gid nod cang
khién toi ban tam hon - vé
giac md cua ngai, vao cai
dém cudi cung ¢ Caer
Dallben. Ngai da thay
Ellidyr va vua Morgant; vé
tdi ngai du doan la toi sé
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dau kho, nhung ngai da
thay gi vé ban than minh?”
Adaon mim cuGi. “Po la
diéu khi€én cau ban khoan
sao? budc thoi, toi sé cho
cau biét. T6i thay minh &
mot trang co; va du sudng
gia mua dong vay quanh,
nd van am ap va tran ngap
anh nang. Chim cat tiéng
hét va hoa moc Ién tu
nhirng phién da trg trui.”
“Giac md cua ngai dep
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qua.” Eilonwy ndi. “"Nhung
toi khong thé doan dugc y
nghia cua nd.”

Taran gat dau. “Bung
la rat dep. Toi da sg nod la
mot con ac mong vi vay
ngai khong mudn noi dén
no.”

Adaon khong ndi gqi
thém n{ra va Taran lai chim
vao dong suy nghl cua
minh, van chang yén tam

han chut nao. Melynlas van
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vilng chan tién vé phia
trudc, bat chap bong dém.
Con tuan ma tu tranh dugc
nhilng hon da va nhiing
canh cdy gdy nam vuadng
vai trén con dudng uodn
lugn, tham chi ngay ca khi
khong co6 tay Taran gilr day
cudng. Mat nang triu vi
mét moi, Taran cui xudng
vO VO lén cai cd khoé manh
cua con tuan ma. “Cu theo
duong ma di nhé, anh
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ban.” Taran khé ndi. “Chac
chan may bi€t r6 han tao
nhiéu.”

Pén ldc binh minh thi
Adaon gic tay lén va ra
hiéu dung lai. Theo nhirng
gi Taran thay thi su6t dém
do6 ho da di xuong mot day
dai nhirng con doc. Ho van
con trong rung Idris, nhung
d day mat dat da bang
phang hon chat it. Rat
nhi€éu cdy cao van con [3;
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cai bui cay bén dudi thi ram
rap hon; dat dai & day
cling dd tra trui hon so vdi
ddy do6i xung quanh Hac
Mon. Doli, trén lung con
ngua nho dang thd ra tung
lubng hai trang, phong lén
dé bado rang khdng thay
bong dang tén Thg San nao
dang bam theo ho.

“Cai thd bot cua lao
giun gia bung beo ay tac
dung dudc bao lau thi toi
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khéng doan ndi.” dng IUn
noi. “Va lai, toi cling khong
nghi la nd c6 tac dung
nhiéu Iam. Néu Arawn ciing
dang di tim chi€c vac thi
han sé luc soat rat ky
luGng quanh day thoi. Bon
Thg San han da doan dugc
ching ta dang di vé hudng
nay. Néu chung co nhiéu
tén bam theo ta thi sém
muon gi ching cling sé tim
thay chung ta thoéi. Cai lao
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Gwystyl ay giup d6 dudc
nhiéu gédm! Hu! Ca con qua
cua lao nira! Toi udc la
chung ta da khong dung
phai bat ky ai trong hai ke
do.”

Ellidyr da xubng ngua
va lo lang xem xét chéan
trudc bén trai cua Islimach.
Taran cing treo xudng va
dén bén Ellidyr. Con ngua
hi 1én va trgn tron mat khi
cau lai gan.
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“Né bi khdp khién rdi.”
Taran noi. “Tru khi ching
ta chira dugc cho no, néu
khong thi toi sg@ nd khong
thé theo kip dau.”

“Ta khong can mot tén
quan Ign day bao.” Ellidyr
tra I0i. Anh ta culi xudng va
kifm tra mdéng con ngua
v@i ve diu dang khién Taran
kinh ngac.

“Néu ngai giam bdt
ganh nang cho nd,” Taran
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goi y, “co thé sé lam né dd
dau trong choc lat.
Fflewddur cd thé cho ngai
di cung.”

Ellidyr di'ng thang day,
mat toi sam tdc gian.
“Bung c6 khuyén bao ta vé
con ngua cua riéng ta.
Islimach c6 thé di tiép
dudc. Va no sé di tiép.”

Tuy th& khi Ellidyr
quay di, Taran thay mat
anh ta han Ién nhirng nép
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nhan lo lang. “Hay dé toi
xem qua nod.” Taran noi.
“Co khi toi sé phat hién ra
nd bi lam sao.” Cau quy
xuoéng va vdi tay vé phia
chan trudc cua Islimach.
“Pung c6 cham vao
nd.” Ellidyr kéu I16n. “NoO
khong chiu cho ban tay
ngudi la dung vao dau.”
Islimach chom Ién va
nhe rang. Ellidyr cat ti€éng
cudi khinh bi. “Hay nhan
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ldy bai hoc cua nguai di,
thang chan Ign.” Anh ta
noi. “Mdéng nd sac nhu dao
vay, roi nguai sé thay.”
Taran diUng day va
nam ldy day cuong cla
Islimach. Trong mot
thoang, khi con ngua hat
tung vo, cau da sg no sé
giam lén ciu that. Mat
Islimach trgn tron kinh hai;
nd hi Ién va da cau. Mot
bén mong cua nod sugt qua
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vai cau, nhung Taran
khong ndi long tay. Cau
vucn tay Ién cham vao cai
dau dai xuong xau cla
Islimach. Con ngua cai
rung minh, nhung Taran
van nhe nhang an ui no.
N6 hat bom, nhitng bap co
cang cUng cua no gian ra;
sgi day cudng chung xudng
va nd khong cO tim cach
chay di nira.

Van khong ngung noi
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nhirng I0i diu dang an Ui,
Taran nang mong cua noé
lén. BUng nhu cau doan,
c6 mot hon soi sdc giat sau
trong mong con vat. Cau
rut con dao cia minh ra.
Islimach run rdy, nhung
Taran lam rat nhanh va
khéo. Hon soi dugc cay ra
va rai xuong dat.

“Ngay ca Melynlas cling
da gap phai chuyén nay.”
Taran giai thich, vo vO vao
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sudn con ngua lang.
“Trong moéng ngua c6 mot
khe hd sau, ai cling c6 thé
bo qua cho ay néu khong
biét r6. Bac Coll da day toi
tim ra no.”

Mat Ellidyr tim bam lai.
“Ngudi da tim cach an cap
vinh quang cua ta, tén
quan Ign kia.” Anh ta rit Ién
qua ham rang nghién chat.
“Gi0 ngudi lai dinh cudp ca
con ngua cua ta nira sao?”
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Taran khong trong dgi
dugc mot I6i cam dn nao,
nhung nhitng IGi tdc toi
cua Ellidyr giang manh vao
cau khién cau kinh ngac.
Tay Ellidyr da dat Ién chubi
gudm. Taran cam thay mot
con gian trao |én dap tra,
ma cau do ruc, nhung cau
quay di.

_ “Vinh quang cua ngai
van la cua riéng ngai,”
Taran lanh lung tra IGi. “va
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ca con chién ma cua ngai
cling vay. Hon soi nao giat
trong giay cua ngai vay,
Hoang tU dong ho Pen-
Llarcau?” )

Cau quay vé chd nhom
ban, ho da tim dudc cho
trd 4n trong ddm ciy bui
um tum. Gurgi ma chiéc tui
cua minh ra va dang hao
hitng phan phat thic an
trong do. “Phai, phai!”
Gurgi vui suéng reo Ién, “co
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da d6 nhai gam cho moi
ngudi! Tat ca la nhG Gurgi
hao phong, tot bung! No6 sé
khéng dé cac chién binh
diing cam phai chiju gilr cai
da day rong, khong co qi
ngoai nhirng tié’ng sOi réo!”

Ellidyr van du’ng Iai
dang sai, vO vO lén cd
Islimach va thi tham vao
tai con ngua. Thay anh ta
khong budc dén chia sé
bra an v4&i moi ngudi,
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Taran lién cat tiéng goi.
Nhung hoang tU dong ho
Pen — Llarcau chi ném cho
cau mot cai nhin chua chat
va & lai bén Islimach.

“Cai con nghéo khd
chiu ay la th& duy nhat ma
han quan tam,” Chang ca si
khé ndi. “va theo nhu toi
thay thi no ciing la thd duy
nhat quan tadm dén han.
Pulng la cung mot giudc c3,
néu cac vi muon biét y kién
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cua to6i.”

Adaon ngbi cach xa
nhirng nguGi khac mot
chut, goi Taran lai gan. “ Toi
khen nggi su’ kién nhan cua
cau day.“ anh ndi. “Con
quai vat den toi da that su
xUi giuc Ellidyr mot cach
doc ac.” )

“T6i nghi anh ta sé dé
chiu han khi chdng ta tim
dugc chiéc vac.” Taran nai.
“"Khi day sé co6 du vinh
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quang cho tat ca cung chia
se.”

Adaon mim  cudi
nghiém nghi. “Chang €
khong vinh quang sao khi
dugc sbng trong khoang
thoi gian chdng ta cé
dugc? Cau nén biét la dugc
¢ bén nhitng ngudi minh
yéu thucng, nhiing thu
minh yéu quy va moi veé
dep trén dai, chi riéng diéu
ay thoi cling da la mot cudc
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phiéu luu roi.

Nhung t6i mudn ndi vai
cau vé mot viéc khac.”
Adaon ndi ti€p. Guong mat
xinh dep cua anh moi khi
van thanh than, giG nhu bi
mot dam may den che phu.
“Toi khong co nhiéu cua cai
lam, bai toi khong coi
chung la quan trong.
Nhung nhirng vat nay thi
doi vai toi hét suc quy bau:
Lluagor, chiéc tui dung
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thao moc, va cai nay.” Anh
ndi, cham vao chi€c tram
cai & co. “Chiéc trdm cai
clia téi, mot mén qua quy
gia do Ariallyn, vi hon thé
cua toi tang. NEu toi cd
chuyén gi xay ra vdi toi,
chung sé thuoc vé cau. Toi
da quan sat cau rat ky,
Taran xU Caer Dallben.
Trong sub6t nhirng cudc
hanh trinh da qua, toi chua
gdp ai xing dédng hon dé
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tin tuéng giao cho nhirng
vat nay.”

“Xin dung noi dén
chuyén ay.” Taran kéu lén.
“Chang ta la ban dong
hanh va sé bao vé nhau
khdi moi hiém nguy. Hon
nira, Adaon, tinh ban cua
ngai doi vai toi da la mon
qua quy gia lam roi.”

"Mdc du vay,” Adaon
dap lai, “ching ta van
khéng thé biét trudc dugc
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tuong lai s€ dem dén diéu
gi. Cau sé nhan chung
cha?”

Taran gat dau.

“Tot 1dm.” Adaon noi.
“Gio to6i cam thay nhe
nhom hon roi.”

Sau khi an xong, ho
quyét dinh sé nghi ngoai
dén gilra trua. Ellidyr khong
ndi gi khi Adaon ra Iénh
cho anh ta thic canh phién
dau. Taran nam cudn tron
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trong chi€c ao choang cua
minh dudi bong mot bui
ram. Kiét sUc vi cudoc hanh
trinh va nhitng mGi nghi
ngd, s hai cua chinh
minh, cau ngu say li bi.

Mat trGi da 1én cao khi
cau m@d mat. Cau giat minh
ngoi bat day, nhan ra phién
gac cua minh da gan troi
qua. Quanh cau, nhiing
ban dong hanh van dang
ngu say.
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“Ellidyr.” Cau goi. “Sao
ngai khong danh thuc toi
day?” Cau voi dung lén.
Chang thay bong dang
Ellidyr hay Islimach dau
hét.

Taran lién danh thic
nhilng nguGi khac day
ngay lap tdc. Cau chay vao
dam cay mot quang roi
vong trd lai. "Anh ta bo di
roi!” Taran kéu lén. “Anh ta
da di tim chiéc vac mot
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minh. Anh ta da ndi sé lam
vay, va bay gid anh ta bo di
that r6i!”

“Han dinh lén di trudc
ha?” Doli lam bam. “Chung
ta sé bat kip han, con néu
khong thi... do la viéc han
phai lo Iang ch( khong phai
ching ta. Han khong biét
minh dang di dau, va that
ra, ca chung ta cling thé.”

“Sao khong tong khur
han luon di cho ranh.”
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Fflewddur ndi. “Néu may
man thi ching ta sé khong
phai gdp lai han nira.”

Lan dau tién Taran
thay trén mat Adaon hién
lén vé hoang hoét. “Chung
ta phai bat kip anh ta
ngay.” Adaon nadi. “Su ki€u
ngao va tham vong cua
Ellidyr da@ nudt ching anh
ta roi. T6i khong mudn nghi
dén diéu gi sé xay ra né’u
anh ta tim dugc chiéc vac.”
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Ho lién gap rat Ién
dudng. Chang may chdc
Adaon da tim thay dau
chan cua Ellidyr hudng vé
phia Nam. “T6i da tung hi
vong han sé chan ghét viéc
nay va quyét dinh quay vé
nha.” Fflewddur noi,
“Nhung gio thi khong con
nghi ngd gi nira, han da di
dén Morva r6i.”

Mdc du dad cd gang di
that nhanh, nhém ban van
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khong thay bodong dang
Ellidyr dau. Ho c6 dan tdi,
vat kiét si'c ddm ngua da
mét [ cho dén khi budc
phai dung lai nghi. Mot
ludng gi6é lanh I€o boc Ién,
cudn la kho thanh nhirng
xoay loc trén dau ho.

“Toi khong biét liéu
ching ta co bat kip dugc
anh ta khong.” Adaon noi.
“Anh ta cuGi ngua cling
nhanh khong kém gi ching
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ta, va lai di tru6c gan mot
phan tu ngay ducong.”

Tim dap thinh thich,
Taran nhay tu trén Iung
Melynlas xuéng va ngobi sup
xuong dat. Cau guc dau
vao hai ban tay. TU xa
vang dén mot ti€ng chim
kéu the thé, ti€éng chim dau
tién ma cau nghe dugc tu
khi rGi Caer Dallben.

"Dd khong phai la tiéng
chim.” Adaon kéu lén, diing
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bat day. “Bon Thg San da
tim thay chdng ta r6i.”
Khong dgi Iénh Adaon,
ong lun phong vé hudng
ma am hiéu cua bon Thg
San vong tGi. Trong khi
Taran nhin theo, Doli bién
mat ngay trudc mat cau.
Adaon tudt guom ra. “Lan
nay chung ta phai chdng
tra théi.” Anh noi. “Chung
ta khong thé chay trén mai
dudc.” Anh nhanh chong ra
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lénh cho Taran, Eilonwy va
Gurgi chuan bj cung tén
san sang, trong khi anh va
chang cai si treo lén lung
ngua.

MOt lat sau, Ong lun
quay lai. “Nam tén Thg
San!” ong kéu lén. “Cac
ban di di. Toi sé& xu ly
ching bang cach I[an
trude.”

“Khong.” Adaon noi.
“Toi khong nghi la nd sé lai
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cd tac dung dau. Nhanh
I€n, di theo t6i.”

Anh dan ho qua mot
khoang tréng va ding lai &
phia bén kia. “"O day chung
ta sé giap mat vdi chung.”
Adaon ndi va@i Taran. “ Ngay
khi ching hién 1,
Fflewddur, Doli va toi sé
tan cong chung ¢ bén
sudn. Khi ching quay lai
dé danh tra thi cac ban hay
ban tén ra.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Adaon xoay ngoat lai
déi mat véi khoang trong,
chi mot Iat sau, nhirng tén
Thg San nhay ra khoi rung.
Chung chi vua budc mot
budc tGi trudc thi Adaon,
vGi mot tiéng thét I6n, da
thdc ngua phong ngang
qua khoang dat. Doli va
chang ca si phi nudc dai
theo sau anh. Ngay khi
Taran giugng cung Ién thi
Adaon da & gitra dam Thg
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San, |uGi gugm dam lia lia
sang hai bén. Ong lun ciling
rat cay riu ngan & that lung
ra va dién cubng chém vao
ke dich. Sirng sot vi dot tan
cong dir doi nay, bon Thg
Sén voi quay lai dé giao
chién vdi nhitng nguGi ky
Si.

Taran ban mi tén cla
minh di va nghe ti€ng hai
mii tén khac cua Eilonwy
va Gurgi phong qua cau.
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budng bay cua ca ba mii
tén bi gid thoi 1énh di va
chung lao vao dam cay
khd. Gao lén tlc gian,
Gurgi lai Iap mot mdi tén
khac vao cung. Ba tén Thg
San dang xo6ng Vvé phia
Fflewddur va 6ng lun, don
ho vao mot bui ram. Thanh
gudm cua Adaon loé sang
chém vao vii khi cua nhirng
ké tan cong chan chat.

GiG thi Taran khodng

https://thuviensach.vn



dam ban mot mii tén nao
nira vi sg trung vao cac ban
cua minh. “Chung ta chién
dau vo ich thoi.” Cau kéu
lén, ném cay cung xudng
dat. Cau rdt guom ra va
chay dén bén Adaon trg
chién.

MOt tén Thg San
chuyén sang tan cong
Taran. Cau lién van hét sic
danh tra lai. Cd chém cua
cau sugt qua chi€c do bang
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Ibng thd, nhung tén Thg
San bi mat thang bang va
nga xudng dat. Taran buGc
t6i. Cau da quén bang
nhirng con dao gam dang
sg clua bon Thg San cho
dén khi thdy hdn nhom day
va dua tay chop vao that
lUng minh.

Taran ci'ng dG ngudGi vi
kinh hoang. Trudc mat cau,
mot khuon mat dang gam
gur vGi ddu sat nung do ruc
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trén tran. Canh tay han gic
lén chudn bi ddm mii dao
xuong. Dot nhién Lluagor
thinh linh hién ra chan gitra
cau va tén Thg San. Adaon
nhom ngudi khoi yén va
chém thanh guom xuong.
Khi tén Thd San nga ra,
con dao loé sang vung lén
trong khong trung.

Adaon hit manh va
danh roi thanh guom. Anh
guc xudbng bdm Lluagor,
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tay nam chat con dao d3
dam ngap vao nguc.

Thét Ién mot tiéng sg
hai, Taran d@ dudc anh
ding lic anh sap nga
xuong.

“Fflewddur! Doli!”
Taran gao Ién. “Lai day!
Adaon bi thuong réi!”
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Chuong IX: CHIEC
TRAM CAI

Con ngua cua
Fflewddur chom |én trong
khi bon Thg S&n chuyén
hudng tan cong sang anh
ta. Cai chét ciua mot tén
khi€n chung cang hung tgn
va dién cuong han.

_“Hay dua anh ay dén
cho an toan!” Chang ca si
kéu I&n. VGi cu nhay manh
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mé&, con chi€én ma cua anh
lao ra khoi dam bui ram va
phong vao rung. Ong lun
trén lung con ngua nho
cing vot theo. V&i mot
ti€ng gam thinh nd, nhirng
tén Thg San con lai lién
dudi theo ho.

Taran tum lay day
cuong Lluagor trong Kkhi
Adaon bam chat 1ay bom

6, lao vé phia bia rung.
E|Ionwy chay tdi vadi ho. Ca
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hai cung gilr cho Adaon
khdi ngd xuéng va dam bo
vao dam bui ram. Gurgi,
dat theo Melynlas, cling voi
va chay theo.

Ho ci thé nham mat
chay bua, loang choang
nga sap nga ngua qua
nhitng bui gai va dam day
leo chét quan lai thanh
nhirng mang ludi ac nghiét.
Gi6 ndi 1én manh han, lanh
bubt nhu mot can bao mua
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dong, nhung khu rung
thua di mot chdt va khi
mat dat doc xudng thi ho
da dén dugc mot Iong chao
nho dugc che chan bdi
nhifng cdy tdng quan sui.
Tu trén lung Lluagor,
Adaon ngan dau lén va ra
hiéu cho ho dung lai. Mat
anh xam ngoét va dau dan,
mai toc den cua anh bét
vao tran udt dam. “Dé toi
xuong.” anh thi thao. “Hay
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dé toi lai day. Toi khong
thé di xa hon dugdc nira.
Doli va chang ca si sao
roi?”

“Ho da danh lac hudng
bon Thg San khdéi ching
ta.” Taran vOi tra Ioi.
“Chung ta sé dudc an toan
3 day trong mot thdi gian
ngdn. Toi biét Doli cé thé
lam ching mat dau chdng
ta, va Fflewddur sé giup
ong ay. Roi ho sé tim dudc
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ching ta bang cach nao do
thoi, téi ddm chac nhu vay.
GiG ngai hay nghi ngoi di.
TOi di lay thudc & tui yén.”
MOt cach than trong,
ho nhac Adaon tu trén lung
ngua xuong va dua anh lén
mot go dat. Trong khi
Eilonwy dem bau da dung
nudc lai thi Taran va Gurgi
thao yén cucdng cua
Lluagor ra va ké chiéc yén
xuong dudi dau Adaon. Gio
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|6ng 16n hua Ién trén nhirng
ngon cay, nhung ngugc lai,
cho kin gi6 nay lai c6 vé am
ap. Nhirng dam may troi
dat ra; anh mat tréi nhuom
nhitng tan la thanh mau
vang ruc.

Adaon ngo6i day. Cap
mat xam cua anh nhin
quanh trang co va anh khé
gat dau. “Phai, day la mot
ndi rat tot. T6i sé nghi lai
day.”
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“"Chung ta sé chira lanh
vét thuong cua ngai.”
Taran dap, vOi va md goi
thudc ra. “"Chang mdy chdc
ngai sé thay dé chiu han
thdi, va néu phai di chuyén
thi chung t6i sé lam mot cai
cang bang canh cay va
bubc ndé gilta hai con
ngua.”

“Toi dang cam thay
kha dé chiu roi.” Adaon noi.
“Toi khong con dau nira, va
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G day that thoai mai, am
ap nhu mua xuan vay.”
TruGc nhitng 1Gi @y cua
Adaon, noi kinh hoang tran
vao tim Taran. Trang co
yén binh, vang mat trgi
chiéu trén rang tong quan
sui, tat ca bong tré nén day
de doa. “Adaon!” cau hot
hoang kéu lén. “Bay chinh
la ndi ngai da ma thay!”
“*Pung, no rat giong Vi
giac md cua toi.” Adaon
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khe khé dap.

“Way la ngai da biét
trudc!” Taran thot |én.
“Ngai da biét trudc minh sé
bi nguy hiém dén tinh
mang. Sao ngai khong ndi
ra tu trudc? Néu biét trudc
thi toi da khong bao gic
quyét dinh di tim khu dam
lay. Ching ta da cd thé
quay trd lai.”

Adaon mim  cudi.
“Pung thé. That ra, doé
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chinh la ly do vi sao toi
khong dam lén ti€éng. TOi
cling ndng long dugc trg vé
bén Arianllyn yéu dau cua
t6i, y nghi cua t6i ludn
hudng vé nang. Nhung néu
quyét dinh quay lai thi toi
s€ mai mai tu hoi minh da
lua chon diéu do theo tri 6c
hay theo nhirng mong udc
cua trai tim. T6i thay moi
Viéc phéi xay ra nhu thé
nay, va do la sO phan cua
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t6i. TOi bang long dudc
chét G day.”

“Ngai da clu song toi.”
Taran kéu l|én. “Ngai sé
khong phai bo mang vi toi
dau. Chang ta sé tim dudc
dudng vé Caer Cadarn va
gap Gwydion.”

Adaon lac dau. Anh
dua tay lén cd va thdo
chi€c tram bé’mg sat ra.
"Hay cam lay.” anh noi.
“H3y gin gilr nd that can
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than. NO chi la mot vat nho
bé, nhung quy gia han cau
tudng nhiéu.”

“TOi phai tu choi thoéi.”
Taran dap VOi ny CUCi
khdng che gidu ndi noi lo
lang clia cdu. “DPay la mon
qua cua ngudi hap hoi,
nhung ngai sé song, Adaon
a.”

“Hay cam né di.”
Adaon nhac lai. “bay kh6ng
phai la ménh |énh, ma la
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nguyén vong cua mot
ngudi ban danh cho mot
ngudi ban.” Anh gili chiéc
tram vao ban tay mién
cudng cua Taran.

Eilonwy da dem nudc
dén dé ngdm thao moc.
Taran don lay bau nudc tu
tay cd6 va quy xudng canh
Adaon.

Mat Adaon da nham
lai. Guéng mat anh tré nén
thanh than; ban tay xoe ra
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va dudi dai trén mat dat.

Va anh da ra di nhu
vay do.

Khi noi dau budn da
phan nao ngudi ngoai,
nhdm ban lién dao mot cai
huyét va 16t nhirng phién
da phang dudi day. Ho boc
Adaon bdng tdm ao choang
cua anh va tu tu ha huyét,
roi nhe nhang phu co Ién
trén, trong khi Lluagor ai
oan hi I1én va cao cao I6p
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dat kho. Sau do ho chat Ién
mot dong da nho. O mot
goc kin gio trén trang co,
Eilonwy tim dugc mot bo
hoa van chua bi suong gia
cham tdi. Co rai nhirng doa
hoa nay Ién nam mo,
ching roi vao cac khe hd
va nhin nhu moc Ién tur da
vay.

Ho lang |€ ngbi do cho
dén tan dém ma van khong
thay bong dang Fflewddur
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hay Doli dau. “Chung ta sé
dgi ho cho dén khi troi
sang." Taran noi. “Sau ldc
do thi ta khong thé & lai
day dugc nira. T6i sg rang
ching ta da mat di nhiéu
hon mot nguGi ban ding
cam.

Adaon da bao trudc la
toi s€ phai chiu dau khd.”
cdu ld&m bdm vdi chinh
minh. “Va dung la t6i da
dau kho, nhiéu gép ba nira
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kia.” )
Long nang triu noi dau
budn, lai quéd mét mdi dé
thi’c canh, nhdm ban cudn
minh vao ao choang va ngu
thi€p di. Cling nhu tam
trang cua minh, nhirng giac
md cua Taran hét suc roi
loan, day nhiing chuyén
dau budbn va dang sG.
Trong md, cau nhin thay vé
mat u sau cua nhCrng cua
nhifng nguGi ban va guadng
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mat binh than cta Adaon.
Cau nhin thay Ellidyr bi mot
con quai vat den ngom tum
1dy, n6 cdm ngap vudt sac
vao ngudi anh va bop chat
t&i khi Ellidyr dau dén thét
|én.

Nhitng hinh anh 16n
xon ay nhuong chd cho
mot thao nguyén ménh
mong, trén do Taran dang
chay qua I8p cé cao ngang
vai, tuyét vong tim kiém
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dudng di. Trén dau cau,
mot con chim I6n mau xam
dang sai canh bay tgi. Cau
di theo n6 va mot 16i mon
ma ra duGi chan cau.

Cau cling nhin thay
con sudi chay xiét véi mot
phi€n da nho Ién gilra
dong. Trén phién da la cay
dan hac cua Fflewddur, n6
tu kéu lén khe khé khi lan
gio ludt qua nhirng sgi day.

Thé roi sau do Taran
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lai thay minh dang chay
qua mot dam lay khong co
duong mon nao. MOt con
gau va hai con séi dang
dudi theo cdu, nhe nanh
mudn xé xac cau. Kinh
hoang, cau danh nhay
xuong mot cai ao_den s,
nhung mat nudc bong bién
thanh dat ci’ng. Ba con thu
ndi dién gam lén va nhay
theo cau.

Cau giat minh thuc
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giac, tim dap thinh thich.
bém van chua tan; nhiing
tia sang binh minh dau tién
vira hé |én trén trang co.
Eilonwy cua minh; Gurgi
khé rén trong giac ngu.
Taran cui dau, vui mdt vao
hai ban tay. Giac md van
con de ndng lén cau; cau
van c6 thé nhin thdy cai
miéng ha ngoac cua con soi
Va nhCrng cai rang tréng
nhdn, sac nhon. Cau rung

https: //thUviensach.vn



minh. Cau biét bay gic
minh sé phai quyét dinh
nén quay vé Caer Cadarn
hay ti€p tuc tim kiém khu
dam lay Morva.

Taran quay sang nhin
Gurgi va Eilonwy van dang
ngu say bén minh. Chi
trong c6 moét ngay ma doi
quan da tan tac nhu la
rung, va tat ca bay gig chi
con la mot nhdm nhoé tham
hai, lac 16i va kiét si'c. Lam
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sao ho cb thé hy vong tim
dudc chiéc vac day? Taran
sg¢ ho chua chic gil’ noi
mang song cua minh nira
kia; nhung hanh trinh dén
Caer Cadarn cd thé ciing
nguy hiém khéng kém gi
cuoc tim ki€m nay, tham
chi ¢ khi con nguy hiém
hon nira kia. Mac du vay,
cau van phai lua chon.

MOt lat sau, cau ding
lén va déng yén cho hai
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con ngua. Eilonwy ciing da
thlc giac va Gurgi dang tho
cai dau réi bu dinh day
canh khé ra khoi nhirng
nép gap ao choang.

“Nhanh |én.” Taran ra
lénh. “Chung ta nén Ilén
duong sém trudc khi bon
Thg S3n bat kip.”

“Ching sé sGm tim
thay ta thoi.” Eilonwy noi.
"Cd khi ching dang nhan
nhan khap chdng dudng tu
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day dén Caer Cadarn ciing
nén.”

“Ching ta sé di dén
khu dam lay,” Taran noi
“khong phai la Caer
Cadarn.”

“Cai gI?” Eilonwy kéu
lén. “Anh van con nghi vé
may cai dam lay dang ghét
do sao? Anh that su nghi
ching ta cd thé tim thay
chiéc vac sao? Chua ké dén
chuyén kéo no vé tu bat ki
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ndi nao nd dang bi giau
nira.

Nhung...” Eilonwy noi
ti€p, trudc khi Taran kip tra
|Gi, “t0i doan do la diéu duy
nhat chung ta con co thé
lam vao luc nay, khi anh da
kéo chung ta qua sau vao
cai mé bong bong nay. Va
cling khong thé doan dugc
Ellidyr c6 y dinh gi trong
dau. Néu anh dung lam
han ghen trc vi chuyén con
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ngua ngu ngoc ay thi...”

“T6i thay thudng hai
cho Ellidyr.” Taran dap.
“Adaon tuUng noi vai toi anh
ay thay mot con quai vat
den t6i dang de nang lén
vai Ellidyr. GiG thi t6i da
hi€u mdt chit diéu anh &y
muon noi.”

“T6i ngac nhién khi
nghe anh ndi vay day.”
Eilonwy nhan xét. “Nhung
anh that tot vi da chira
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khoi chan cho Islimach; toi
rat mung vi anh da lam
thé€. T6i chac anh chi cd y
tot, va riéng diéu do thoi
da dang khich 1€ r6i. No
khi€n ngudi ta nghi co Ié’
anh van con chut hi vong.”
Taran khong dap lai, vi
cdy van con thay lo I3ng va
sg hai, mac du nhirng con
ac méng dang sg da md
nhat dan. Cau treo lén lung
Melynlas; Gurgi va Eilonwy
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cudi chung Lluagor; va roi
nhom ban nhanh chong rGi
trang co.

Taran co y dinh hudng
vé phia Nam, hi vong noi
trong ngay cé thé tim thay
khu dam lay Morva bang
cach nay hay cach khac;
mac du cau phai tu thd
nhan vdi minh rdng cau
cling chi c6 chuat y niém G
md vé db dai quang dudng
va vi tri cu thé cua khu
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dam lay.

Ngay hom do sang
trong, lanh nhung kho rao.
Trong khi Melynlas phi
nudc kiéu trén mat dat phu
day sucng gia, Taran thay
mot tam mang nhén dong
sudng lap lanh trén canh
tdo gai va moét con nhén
dang ban ron sua lai no.
Taran cO thé nhén thdy moi
hoat dong doc theo con
dudng mon xuyén rung ro
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rang mot cach ky la. LT séc
dang tich trlr lucng thuc
cho mua dong; dan kién
dang can cu lam viéc trong
nhirng phdo dai bang dat
cua ching. Cau nhin thay
ching rat ro rang, khong
phai bang mat ma theo
mot cach ma trudc gid cau
chua tung biét.

Chinh  trong khong
trung cting c6 nhirng mui vi
dac biét. Mot gon gid pha
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tdi, lanh budt nhung trong
lanh, nhu moét ly rugu lanh.
Taran biét ma khong can
nghi nggdi gi rang do la mot
con gié bac vira ndi lén.
Thé nhung gilra ludng
khong khi cau con nhan
thay mot mui vi khac nira.
Cau quay Melynlas Vé
hudng ay.

_ “Vi anh dang la nguGi
dan dudng,” Eilonwy noi,
“t6i tu’ hoi liéu co6 qua dang
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lam khong khi trong dgi
anh biét ching ta dang di
dau.”

“Gan day cO6 nudc.”
Taran noi. “Chung ta can
d6 day bau nudc.” Ciu
ngung lai vé bai roi. “bung,
cd mot dong sudi,” cau 1am
bam, “tdi ddm chic 1a nhu
thé. Chung ta phai di dén
dé.” i

Mac du vay, cau van
khong khoi lay lam kinh
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ngac khi mét lat sau, qua
nhién ho tim thay mot
dong subi roc rach udn
lugn qua nhirng bui thanh
luong tra. Ho thuc ngua
dén bén bo subi. Bat kéu
mot ti€éng, Taran kéo cuadng
ghim Melynlas lai. Ngoi trén
mot hon da gilra sudbi la
Fflewddur. Anh ta dang
ngam doi chan tran trong
nudc cho mat. Chang ca si
nhay dung |én va bi bom 10i
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tdi v&i cac ban. Mac du co
vé phd phac va mét moi,
anh co vé khong bi thuong
tich gi. “That may khi tim
dudc cac ban — hay dung
hon la cac ban tim thay toi.
Toi ghét phai thua nhan
diéu nay, nhung toi bi lac
roi. Lac hoan toan. Khong
hiéu sao toi lai bi maét
phudng hudng sau khi Doli
va toi nhr cho bon Thg San
dudi theo. C§ tim dudng
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quay lai cho cac ban thi lai
cang bi lac han. Adaon thé
nao ro6i? Toi rat mung la
cac ban d3 co thé...” Chang
ca si ngung lai. Vé mat cua
Taran da cho anh biét diéu
gi xay ra. Fflewddur buon
ba lac dau. “Hiém cd ngudi
nhu  Adaon.” Anh noi.
"Pung la mot mat mat
nang né. Va ca chuyén mat
ong ban gia Doli t6t bung
nira.
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Toi khong biét chuyén
gi da xay ra.” Fflewddur noi
ti€p. “TOi chi bi€t chung toi
dang phong ngua hét toc
luc. Gia ma cac ban nhin
thay ong ay! Ong ay thuc
ngua phi nhu dién, choc
chéc lai tang hinh toi lai
hién ra, bon Thg San bam
sat sau lung. Néu khong co
ong ay thi han ching d3
quat toi ngé xuong roi. Gig
chung cang manh hon bao
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gid hét. Thé r6i con ngua
cua toi bi nga. Y toi la,”
chang ca si vOi noi thém
khi nhirng sgi day trén cay
dan cua anh cang ra va
kéu [én “pung pung”, “toi bi
nga ngua. Cing may, luc
do thi Doli da du chung di
xa lam roi. VGi toc do cua
ong ay thi...” Fflewddur
nang né thd ra mot hai dai.
"Sau dé chuyén gi xay ra
v@i ong ay thi toi khong ro
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n

nira.

Chang ca si quan lai xa
cap. Anh da di b0 suot
quang dudng va rat vui
mung khi lai dugc cudi
ngua. Gurgi ngoi dang sau
anh trén Iung Lluagor.
Taran va Eilonwy cuGi
Melynlas. Tin tdc cla
chang ca si khién tam trang
Taran cang thém buon
nan, vi gi&f cau da nhan ra
khong c6 may cd hoi cho
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Doli quay trg vé véi ho. Tuy
thé, cau van ti€p tuc dan
ca nhom di vé phia Nam.

Fflewddur nhat tri rang
day la huéng duy nhat ho
cO thé theo cho tGi khi nao
nhan ra mét moc dia gidi.
“Van deé la,” anh giai thich,
“néu léch vé phia Nam qua
thi chidng ta sé di thang ra
bién va hoan toan bo qua
khu dam lay mat.”

Ban than Taran khong
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gdi y dugc diéu gi. Chan
chudng, cau bubng cuong
d€ méc cho Melynlas tu do
va hau nhu khong hé tim
cach hudng nd di dau hét.
RUng cay thua dan Iui lai
sau lung ho, nhdm ban tién
vao mot thao nguyén rong
I6n bao la. Taran dang ga
gat trén yén, chi€éc ao
choang quan quanh vai,
bong ngdi thang day vé lo
ngai. Thao nguyén nay, vGi
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dam c6 cao trai dai quanh
ho, cd veé rat quen. Cau da
tu'ng nhin thay no; nhung
¢ dau thi cau khong nhd
ndi. Cdu man mé chiéc
trdm cai cia Adaon trén co.
Pot nhién, vua sg hai vua
phdn khich, cdu bdng hiéu
ra. Tay cau run lén trudc
phat hién nay. Taran nguGc
nhin I1én trén dau. Mot con
chim I6n mau xam dang

lugn tron va chao liéng, voi
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doéi canh x0e rdng roi
nhanh chong bay ngang
qua canh dong va bién
mat.

“Po la mot con chim
dam lay.” Taran noi, VOi
quay Melynlas lai. “Néu
chung ta theo no,” cau noi
thém, chi vé hudng con
chim vua bay, “toi dam
chdc ching ta sé di thang
dén khu dam lay Morva.”

“Gioi [am!” Chang ca si
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reo lén. “ToOi phai thua
nhan la minh chang bao
gid nghi ra dugc.”

"It nhat thi hom nay
anh cling lam dugc mot
viéc khon ngoan roi day.”
Eilonwy thura nhan.

“Khong phai do toi
dau.” Taran ndi v8i mot cai
nhiu may badi rbi. “Adaon da
ndi ding. Mon qua cua anh
ay qua that rat quy gia.”
Céu vii ké cho Eilonwy vé
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chi€c tram cai va giac mad
dém trudc.

“"Co6 khong thay sao?”
Cau reo lén. “Toi da md
thdy cay dan hac cua
Fflewddur — va ching ta da
tim ra anh ay. T6i khong hé
cd y dinh di tim mot dong
subi; no chi tu nhién hién
ra trong dau toi va toi biét
ching ta sé tim thay nd.
Vura r6i, ta nhin thay con
chim — nd cling da xuat
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hién trong giac ma cua toi.
Va con mot giac ma khac
nifa, mot cdn ac mong vé
hai con séi... R6i chuyén do
cing sé€ xay ra, toi dam
chac vay. Nhirng gidc mo
cua Adaon ludn tréd thanh
su that. Anh 8y d3 ké cho
téi nghe vé chung.”

MGi dau Eilonwy khdng
chiu tin cau. “Adaon la moét
con nguoi tuyét voi.” co
ndi. “Anh khdéng thé ndi véi
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to6i tat ca chi la do mot
miéng sat dudc. T6i khong
tin né c6 phép mau gi.”
“Toi khong co y vay.’
Taran noi. “Tai tin 1a...” cau
tram ngam noi thém,
“Adaon ludn hiéu dugc
nhirng diéu nay. Ngay ca
khi c6 chiéc tram cai cua
anh ay thi van con rat
nhiéu diéu téi khoéng hiéu.
TOi chi biét la t6i cd cam
giac khac la thé nao ay. Toi
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co thé nhin thdy nhiing thd
tdi chua tung thay bao gic
- hay ngui thay, hay ném
thay nifa. T6i khong thé noi
chac chan no la cai gi. No
that ky la, va ciling hai
dang sg nira. Va doi khi lai
rat dep dé. Co nhirng diéu
toi biét dugc...” Taran lac
dau, “ma toi con khong biét
chac la vi sao minh biét
dudc chdng nira.”

Eilonwy im lang hoi lau.
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“Phai.” c60 cham rai nai.
“Bay giG thi tbi tin roi. Anh
khong noi chuyén nhu anh
van noéi thuong ngay nira.
Chi€c tram cai cua Adaon
ding la m6t mon qua vo
gid. NO khién anh hiéu biét
hon.” C6 ndi thém. “Va toi
doan d6 la diéu ma nhirng
ga Phu- Chan Ign can hon
hét.”
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Chuong X: KHU PAM
LAY MORVA

Tu khi con chim_dam
lay xuat hién, Taran dan ca
nhdm di that nhanh, khong
chit chan chu theo mot
hudng gic day da tré nén
hét suc ro rang. Cau cam
thdy nhitng co bap khoe
khodn cua Melynlas chuyén
dong bén dudi than minh
va diéu khién con ngua
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mot cach khéo léo chua
tung thay. Con tuan ma
dap lai doi ban tay md&i me
trén day cuong bang cach
vut tang toc, manh mé dén
noi Lluagor khé ma theo
kip. Fflewddur kéu I&n goi
Taran durng lai mét chut dé
tat ca@ nghi chan. Gurgi,
nom nhu mét dong rém bi
gio thoi bat, tréo xuéng yén
ngua veé biét on. Ngay ca
Eilonwy cling thd ra mot
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hoi dai nhe nhom.

“Gi0 chung ta da dung
lai r6i,” Taran noi, “co Ié
Gurgi nén chia mot it thuc
an luén thé. Nhung t6t han
hét la ching ta di tim cho
trd an d&, néu khong mudn
bi uct.”

“Udt dy a?” Fflewddur
kéu lén. “"Nhan danh Belin
Vi Dai, trén trdi khong co
lay mot gogn may ma! Hom
nay dung la mot ngay dep

https /lthuviensach.vn



trGi — xét vé moi mat roi
day nhé.”

"Néu t6i Ila ong,
Eilonwy khuyén chang ca si
dang ngo ngac, “thi toi sé
nghe IGi anh a&y. Binh
thudng thi do khong phai la
mot diéu khon ngoan cho
lam, nhung giG thi moi
chuyén hai khac roi.”

Chang ca si nhun vai
lac dau, nhung van theo
Taran bang qua canh dong
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rong den mot hém nui
nong. O dd, ho tim thay
mot cai hoc rong va kha
sau nam bén mot vach doi.

“Toi hi vong la cau
khong bi thuong.”
Fflewddur nhan xét. “Vj
tudng G qué toi co mot vét
thucong cli, c moi khi trd
troi la lai nhdc nhoi. Toi
phai thua nhan nhu thé
kha tién, nhung du doan
thdi tiét theo ki€u do thi co
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vé dau qud. Toi ludn nghi
rang chi viéc ngbi dgi thoi
thi dé dang han nhiéu, vi
chang s6m thi muén mot
kiéu thdi tiét nao do cling
sé xuat hién.”

“Gi6é da doi chiéu roi."
Taran ndéi. “GiG no6 dang
thoi tUr bién tdi. NO cd vé
bat an va c6 vi man man.
Con c6 ca mui lau say nira,
ching khién t6i nghi la
ching ta khong con cach
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Xa Morva bao nhiéu. Néu
moi chuyén 6n thoa thi
ngay mai ching ta sé dén
dugc khu dam lay.”

Chi moét thoang sau,
qua thuc may den da kéo
dén che kin bau trdi va mot
con mua lanh budt do
xuong qua doi. N6 nhanh
chéng chuyén thanh mot
tran mua rao nhu trat
nudc. Nudc chay thanh
dong & hai bén nai trd an
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cua ho, nhung nhém ban
van dugc kho rao.

“Chu nhan mdai khon
ngoan lam sao,” Gurgi reo
lén, “vi da bao vé chung ta
khoi bi uét siing nhu chudt
16t!”

“Toi phai thua nhan
la,” chang ca si ndi, “cau
du doan dung that.”

“Khong phai toi dau.”
Taran ndi. “Néu khong cé
chiéc tram cai cua Adaon,
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t6i s¢ ching ta déu da udt
sting ca roi.”

“Sao lai thé dugc nhi?”
Fflewddur boi roi hoi. “Toi
c’r nghi mot chi€c tram thi
chadng lién quan gi dén viéc
nay ca.”

Nhu da giai thich vdi
Eilonwy, Taran k& lai cho
chang ca si nhirng diéu cau
kham pha ra vé chiéc tram.
Fflewddur than trong xem
xét ki chiéc trém cai trén co
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Taran.

“Hay that.” anh noi.
“Khong bi€t n6 con mang
nhitng phép thuat gi khac
khong, nhung né dau hi€u
cua nhirng ca si hat rong —
ba dudng ké kia, giong nhu
dau mdi tén vay.”

“TOi cO nhin thay
chung,” Taran ndi, “nhung
téi khéng hiéu ching cb
nghia gi.”

“Tat nhién la cau
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khong biét.” Fflewddur nai.
“NO la mot phan cua nhirng
tri thd'c bi mat ma cac ca si
phai bi€t. Toi chi nhé dugc
cO ngan &y khi hoc dé
chuan bi cho ky thi.”

“Nhung chung co nghi
la gi?” Taran hoi.

“Theo nhu toi nhg,”
Eilonwy xen vao, “lan gan
day nhat khi t6i nhG 6ng ay
doc nhiing dong chir co...”

“Phai, phai,” Fflewddur
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ngudng ngung ndi, “nhung
do lai la chuyén khac. Toi
biét rat rd biéu tugng cla
gidi ca si. NO la mot diéu bi
mat, nhung vi cau da co
chi€c tram nén t6i nghi cho
cau biét cling chang hai gi.
Ba dudng do tugng trung
cho tri thic, chan ly va tinh
yéu.”

“Nghe hay nhi.”
Eilonwy ndi, “Nhung toi
khdéng thé tudng tuong
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dugc tai sao tri thi'c, chan
ly va tinh yéu lai la mot bi
mat I6n dén thé.”

“Co Ié toi nén nodi nd
vua khac thudng vua bi
mat thi dung han.” Chang
ca si dap. "T6i van thudng
nghi rang dé tim dugc chi
riéng mot trong ba diéu do
thoi cling da du kho roi.
bat ching bén canh nhau
thi ching sé tré thanh mot
thr quyén Iuc vO cung
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manh mé.”

Taran mam me chiéc
tram vé tram ngam, bong
cau dung lai va lo ngai nhin
quanh “Nhanh |én,” cau
noi, ta phai ra kh0| day
ngay.”

“Taran XU Caer
Dallben,” Eilonwy kéu lén,
“anh di qua xa roi day! Toi
co thé hiéu vi sao ching ta
chay khoi can mua, nhung
toi khéng hiéu vi sao bay
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giG lai di thang vao nd.”

Tuy thé, c6 van di
theo; va nhirng ngudi ban
dong hanh, theo 1énh cap
bach cua Taran, cGi day
buéc ngua va chay khoi
suon d6i. Ho chua di dugc
mudi budc thi toan bo
sudn doi, bi nuGc mua xoi
mon, sup xuong trong tiéng
kéu I6n @am am.

Fflewddur dua tay Ién
chdng nanh va huyt sao.
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“Cha, cha, thu tuéng tugng
xem, chi mot phut nira thoi
la chiing ta c6 thé bi chon
song vinh vién trong do roi.
Pung bao gid rdi chi€c tram
cai ay ra, anh ban a. No
dung la mot kho bau day.”

Taran im lang. Cau dua
tay lén chiéc tram cua
Adaon va nhin suGn doi
vira sut I8 vdi vé ban
khoan.

Mua ng6t mot chut
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trudc khi trgi toi. Mac du
uét sling va lanh budt dén
tan xudng, nhom ban van
di mot quang dudng dai
cho dén khi Taran cho
phép ho dung lai nghi. O
day, nhitng canh dong
hoang xam xit buon tham
trai dai trudc mat. Gio va
nuGc mua da xo0i mon trén
mat dat nhitng ranh sau
tua nhu bi nhirng ngon tay
cia mét tén khong 16 cao
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xudng. Nhdm ban cam trai
trong moét khe nui hep,
mung vi dudc nghi ngadi,
cho du trén mat dat bun
lay. Taran ngu thi€p di voi
mot ban tay dat 1én chiéc
tram, tay kia nam chuoi
gudm. Cau khong kiét suc
nhu cau doan, bat chap
cuoc hanh trinh dai mét
moi. Mot cam giac hoi hop
ki la khi€n cau thay phan
khich, rat khac v&i cam giac

https://thuviensach.vn



khi cu Dallben trao cho cau
thanh guom. Thé nhung
nhirng giac mo dém hoém
ay van roi loan va khong
ldy gi lam vui ve.

Khi anh mat trdi dau
tién hién ra va nhom ban
ti€p tuc cudc hanh trinh,
Taran k& lai cho Eilonwy
nghe nhirng giac md cua
minh. “T6i khong thé hiéu
dudc chung.” cau ngap
ngung noéi. “Toi thay Ellidyr
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bi nguy hiém dén tinh
mang. Trong lic dé thi
dudng nhu téi dang bi troi
va khoéng thé gilp anh ta
duoc.”

“Téi e la anh chi co thé
thay Ellidyr trong ma thoi.”
Eilonwy dap. “Chang thay
bong dang han dau hét.
Theo nhu nhifng gi chung
ta biét thi cd thé han d3
dén Morva va rGi di roi,
hoac la khong hé dén dudc

https://thuviensach.vn



khu dam Ilay cling nén.
That ti€c khi anh khong mo
thdy cach nao dé hon dé
tim ra chiéc vac va cham
dat tat ca nhitng chuyén
nay. Toi vua lanh vua uGt
va dén nudc nay thi toi bat
dau chang thém quan tam
xem ai dang co no nira.”
“T6i cling mo thay
chiéc vac nira.” Taran lo
ngai noi. “Nhung moi thu
déu r6i ram va mu md. Toi
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thay hinh nhu chidng ta da
tim thay chiéc vac. Vay
ma,” cau noi thém, “khi
ching ta tim dugc nd thi
toi lai oa khoc.”

Lan nay thi ca Eilonwy
cling 1ang ngat, va Taran
khéng con long da nao dé
noi vé giac ma nira.

Sau budi trua mét lat
thi ho dén khu dam lay
Morva.

Taran da cam nhan
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dudc ching tu lau trudc
do, khi mat dat nhiin ra va
trd nén hiém tré hon dudi
v Melynlas. Cau nhin thay
nhiéu loai chim dam lay
hon va nghe thdy vang tu
xa tiéng kéu ky la va daon
doc cua mot con chim lan.
Tung cudn sucgng mu, ludn
lach va uén €o nhu nhiing
con bach xa da dan boc lén
tu mat dat héi ham nong
nac.
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Pbén day thi nhom ban
dung lai, va im lang ddng
trudc mot 16i di that co chai
dan vao dam lay. TU do,
khu dam lay Morva trai dai
vé hudng Tay madi dén tan
derng chan trdi. O chd
nay, nhirng bui kim tudc
khong 16 day gai vuon Ién.
Phia dang xa, Taran nhan
thdy nhirng cum cay khang
khiu am dam. Bén dudi bau
trGi xam xit, nhirng viing
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nudc tu gon lan tan gilra
dam co chét va lau say nga
rap. Mui thoi rita luu ciiu
xong lén lam nghet 16 mii
cau. MOt tiéng rén ri déu
déu khéng nguing run ray
vang vong trong khong
trung. Mat Gurgi tron xoe
kinh hai va chang ca si lo
lang cuva minh trén lung
Lluagor. _

“Vay la anh da dan
dudc chung toi dén day
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roi.” Eilonwy nodi. “Nhung
lam sao anh lai mong co
thé tim dugc chiéc vac &
mot ndi nhu thé nay?”
Taran ra hiéu cho c6 im
lang. Trong khi cau nhin
quanh khu dam lay dang
sg, mot diéu gi dé bong
cua quay trong tri nhd cau.
“Pung cU dong.” cau ha
giong canh bao. Cau liéc
nhin nhanh vé phia sau.
Nhirng hinh thu xam xam
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da hién ra sau rang cay
moc rai rac trén mot go
dat. Chuang khong phai hai
con sOi nhu cau tudng khi
mdi thoat nhin, ma la hai
tén Thg San mac ao 16ng
soi. Mot tén thg san khac,
trong chi€c ao nang né lam
bang da gau, dang khom
minh bén canh chung.

“Bon Thg San da tim
thay ching ta r6i.” Taran
nhanh chong néi ti€p. “Hay
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theo sat toi tung budc.
Nhung dung cir dong cho
dén khi t6i ra hiéu.” Gio
cdu d3 hiéu rd gidc ma vé
hai con soOi va biét chinh
xac minh phai lam gi.

Bon Thg San tudng cé
thé bat dudc con mdi lic
ho khong canh giac, dang
tién lai gan han.

“Pil” Taran hét. Cau
thdc Melynlas vé phia trudc
va phi thang vao khu dam
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lay. Thé hon hén va cd sic
lao di, con tuan ma vat 1on
vugt qua bai lay. VGi mot
ti€éng gam I6n, bon Thg San
dudi theo cdu. Cé Iic
Melynlas suyt nira bi sa lay
trong mot viing bun sau.
Nhirng sai chan dai cua bon
Thg San dua chung lai gan
hon, gan dén noi khi khi€p
sg li€c nhin lai phia sau,
Taran thay moét tén dang
nhe rang gam gu, tay vuon
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téi hong tum lay ban dap
cua Lluagor.

Taran quay ngoat
Melynlas sang phai, Lluagor
lao theo. MOt ti€éng la kinh
hoang vang Ién sau lung
ho. Mot tén mac ao 16ng soi
bi trucgt chan va nga nhao
vé phia trudc, han gao thét
trong khi vung lay den si
tim 13y va nhan chim han.
Hai tén dong bon cua han
bam viu lay nhau, c6 suc
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mét cach vo ich dé thoat
khoi mat dat dang ra ra
dudi chan chung. Tén Thg
San khoac ao da gau vung
tay ra chup lay dam lau
say, gam lén trong can
thinh nd; tén chién binh
cudi cung giam |én dau
nhirng k& dang chim, tuyét
vong tim mot cho dat chan
dé thoat ra khoi viing lay
chét nguai.

Melynlas phi nudc dai
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phong taGi trude. Nhirng tia
nuéc Ig phun [én dudi
mong nd, nhung Taran
diéu khién con tudn ma di
theo mot dai dat chim,
khong hé dung lai ngay ca
khi da sang dén bG bén kia
cla dadm [ay. O day, trén
mat dat ci’ng, cau lao qua
dam kim tudc va di xa hon
ca nhifng cum cay. Trong
khi Lluagor gd mon ram rap
phia sau lung, Taran men
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theo ranh nudc dai, di tdi
mot go dat cao an toan.
bot nhién cau ghim
cueng con tuan ma lai. O
mot mé go, thoat trong thi
tudng la mot phan cua bai
lau say, mot can nha tranh
thap le te vuon [én. NO
dugc che day bdng co va
canh cay khéo dén noi
Taran phai nhin lai mdi
thaday dudc 06 cua. Bao
quanh go dat la mot day
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chudng ngua xi€u veo va
cai gi do nhin nhu mot
chubng ga do nat.

Taran kéo Melynlas lui
ra xa dam nha cua la lung
nay va canh bao nhing
ngudi khac gilr im lang.

“Toi sé khong lo Vvé viéc
ay dau.” Eilonwy ndi. “Néu
cO ai song G day thi chac
han ho da nghe thay ti€éng
chung ta phong ngua dén
roi. Néu dén giG ma ho van
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chua ra don chao hay danh
nhau vd&i ching ta thi toi
nghi rang & do chang co ai
dau.” C6 nhay tu trén lung
Melynlas xudng va budc vé
phia can nha tranh.

“Quay lai di!” Taran
goi. Cau rut gudm ra va di
theo c6. Chang ca si va
Gurgi cling xudng ngua va
rut vl khi ra. Canh giac va
than trong, Taran tién lai
gan 0 cua thap le te.
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Eilonwy phat hién ra khung
clra sd bi cd6 moc che khuét
hét phan nua va giG dang
nhom vao dd. “T6i chang
thay ai ca.” co ndi trong khi
nhirng ngudi khac di tdi.
“Anh tu nhin xem.”

“That ra,” chang ca si
nodi, cui dau xudng va nheo
mat nhin qua Eilonwy. “t0i
nghi la khong co ai ¢ day
da tr 1du 1am roi. Cang tot!
Du thé nao thi ching ta
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cling c6 chd khd rdo dé
nghi ngai.”

Taran thay qua la gian
budng cé vé bi bo hoang
that, it ra la khdong co
ngudi &, bdi nd con bi
chong chat bua bon hon ca
phong cua thay Dallben
nira. O mot goc phong la
chiéc khung cui véi vo sO
sgi td ri xudng long thong.
Mi€ng vai trén khung cui
chua dét xong mot nlra va
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bi thit nat rdi tung dén noi
cau khong thé tudng tugng
ndi cb ai lai mudn tiép tuc
dét nd. Bat dia bang sanh
nut ran chat day trén mot
cai ban nhd. Nam vuadng
vai xung quanh la nhirng
mon vi khi da gay va ri sét
ca.

“Mi sé thich thua dén
muc nao,” mot giong vui ve
cé’t lén sau lung Taran,
“néu bi bi€én thanh mot con
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cdc va bi giam l1én?”
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Chucong XI: CAN NHA
TRANH

Taran quay ngodt lai va
vung guém |én. Bong nhién
trong tay cau xuat hién
mot con ran lanh ngat
quan quai rit [én, uén minh
san sang tan cong. V&i mot
tiEng thét kinh sg, cau voi
ném né di. Con ran roi
xuong dat va & do, thé cho
nd, lai la luGi guodm cua
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Taran. Eilonwy c6 ghim mot
tiéng thét. Taran sg hai lui
lai.

Poi mat vdi cau la mot
ba gia nho bé, thap lun va
kha map map, vGi khuon
mat tron xoe, nhan nheo
va cap mat den sac sao.
Mai toc ba ri xuong nhu
mot nam lau say bac mau,
dugc budc lai bang day leo
va trang diém bdng nhiing
chi€c ghim cai nam ngoc
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nhung da bi nhan chim
trong m& toc roi bu. Ba ta
mdac mot chiéc ao dai ky di
mau sam, khong cd that
lung, day nhirng miéng va
va vét ban. Hai ban chan
cua ba to I6n la thuGng va
dé tran.

Nhodm ban xdim lai vdi
nhau. Gurgi run ray nuap
sau lung Taran. Chang ca
si, tuy mdt tai mét sg hai,
van to ra san sang chong
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choi lai ké dich.

“Pi nao, nhirng chu vit
con cua ta.” mu phu thuy
vui vé néi. “Ta hira la sé
khéng dau dau. Con co thé
dem theo thanh guém néu
con muon,” mu noi thém
v8i mOt nu cudi bao dung
huéng vé phia Taran,
"mac du con sé khong can
dén nd dau. Ta chua nhin
thdy mot con coc cam
gudm bao gid. Nguadc lai, ta
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cling chua thay mot thanh
gucdm trong tay moét con
cdc bao gid, vi thé con cu
tu do lam theo y muon.”

“Chung t6i chi muon
gilr nguyén hinh dang nhu
hién gio thoi.” Eilonwy kéu
|én. “Ba dung nghi la ching
toi sé chiu dé cho bat ky
ai...”

“Ba la ai?” Taran kéu
lén. “Ching t6i chang lam
gi hai dén ba ca, ba khong
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co ly do gi dé de doa chiing
toi.”

“Trong mot cdi to chim
c6 bao nhiéu canh kho?”
Mu phu thuy bong hoi. “Tra
IGi nhanh. Day, thay chua.”
mu noi thém, “Nhirng chu
ga con to0i nghiép, cac con
con khong biét ca diéu doé
nita. Vay thi lam sao cac
con c6 thé hi vong biét
dudgc minh thuc sy muodn
lam gi trong dai?”
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“Cé6 mot diéu chac
chan t6i khong muon,”
Eilonwy noi. “Po la bi bién
thanh mot con céc.”

“Con la mot con vit con
xinh xdn day.” mu phu
thuy noi giong hién tu do
danh. “Con sé cho ta mai
tdc cla con khi da dung
xong n6 chu? Dao nay ta
gdp phai nhiéu rac roi vdi
tdc cua ta qué Con ¢6 bao
gid co cai cam giac moi thu
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bién mat vao trong ay va
c6 thé con sé khdng bao
gid tim dudc chung lai nira
khong?

Khong sao.” mu noi
ti€p, “ROi cac con sé thich
lam coc 1am cho ma xem,
dugc nhay nhdt khap noi
nay, dugc ngoi trén nhirng
cay nam doc nay - G, co |le
khong cd chuyén do. That
ra coc khong ngoi trén nam
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c0 thé nhay mua trén
nhifng vong sucng dém.
Pung la mot y tuéng thu vi.

bung sd nhé,” mu noi
thém, nga ngudi vé phia
trudc va thi tham vao tai
Taran. “Chac han con
kh6ng nghi la ta sé lam tat
ca nhitng diéu ta doa day
chir. Oi trdi, khong dau, ta
khdng thé tu’dng tu’dng
dugc rang sé giam Ien cac
con. Ta khdng chiu ndi cai
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tiéng loét nhoet ay.”

VG8i noi kinh hoang moi
luc mét tang, Taran tuyét
vong cO moi 6c nghi ra mot
cach gi dé dé cliu nhiing
ngudi ban dong hanh cua
minh. Ciu d& cd thé cho
rang y dinh cia mu gia dau
bu toc roi nay chi la mot y
tudng dién rd va khdng thé
thanh hién thuc dudc, néu
nhu cau khong nhd téi con
ran doc trong tay minh lGc
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nay, vd@i hai chiéc rang
nanh dang sg va cdp mat
lanh |€o.

“"Cod thé mdi dau cac
con sé khong thich lam
céc.” Mu phu thuy tha thi
nghe rat lot tai. “Sé phai
mat mot thsi gian mdi
quen dugc. Nhung,” mu noi
thém bang giong an ui, “khi
da nghe quen roi thi ta
ddm chac cac con khong
mudh thay d6i gi nira dau.”
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“Tai sao ba lam thé&?”
Taran hoi I6n, cang gian dir
vi su’ bat luc ciia minh. Cau
ngoanh mat di vi sg hai va
kinh tdm khi mu phu thuy
than ai khé vo 1én ma cau
mot cai.

“Khong thé dé ngudi la
rinh mo xoi mdi quanh day
dugc.” mu dap. “Piéu do
thi con hiéu chd? Cham
chuéc cho mét ngudi, va
roi sau do la hai, ba, va
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ti€p theo la hang tram
hang ngan ke kéo deén,
giam dap hét tat ca. Hay
tin ta di, day la diéu tot
nhat cho tat ca.”

bung lic do6, tu phia
sudn doi, hai ngudi nira
xuat hién. Ca hai déu rat
giong mu gia thap bé map
map no, chi khac la mot
ngudi mac ao choang den
cd mi trum che gan kin
mat; va ngudi kia thi deo &
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cd mdt chudi hat da trdng
nhu sira.

Mu phu thuy chay tdi
bén ho va vui sudng goi to
lén.  “Orwen!  Orgoch!
Nhanh Ién! Chung ta sé
hoa phép ra coc day!”

Taran ha hoéc miéng.
Cau dua mat liéc nhin
chang ca si va Eilonwy mot
cai that nhanh. “Cac ban cé
nghe thé’y mé’y cai tén doé
khong?” cau voi thi thao.
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“Chung ta tim thay ho r6i!”

Gucdng mat chang ca si
day vé hoang hét. “Chang
biét roi nd co dem lai diéu
gi tot dep cho chung ta
khong.” Anh ta ndi. “Pén
khi ho bi€én hoa xong xubi
thi t6i khong nghi ching ta
con quan tam dén cai vac
hay bat ky cai gi khac nira
dau. T6i chua bao giG nhay
mua trén vong suong dém
ca.” anh ta thi tham noi
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ti€p. “Trong trudng hdp
khac thi t6i co thé sé rat
thich thd viéc do day.
Nhung giG thi khong.” Anh
ta ndi thém vai mot cai
rung minh.

“Toi chua bao giG gap
ai,” Eilonwy khé noi, trong
khi Gurgi khut khit mui ve
sg sét, “ma lai co thé vira
néi nhitng viéc dang sg
nhu thé vua mim cudi
dudc. CU nhu bi ki€n bo
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doc song lung ay.”

“Chung ta phai khién
ho mat canh giac.” Taran
noi. “Toi khong bi€t bon ho
co thé lam gi v3i chdng ta.
Toi tham chi con khong biét
ching ta c6 l1am gi ndi ho
khong nira. Nhung chung
ta phai liéu théi. Co thé
mot hodc hai ngudi trong
sO chung ta sé thoat dugc.”

“TOi doan do la tat ca
nhifng gi ching ta cé thé
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lam.” Chang ca si dong Y.
Anh ta kho khan nu6t nudc
bot va ném cho Taran mot
cai nhin lo lang. “"Néu moi
chuyén lai hoa ra... y tai la,
néu toi co... phai, ... y toi
la n€u co chuyén gi xay ra
vOi toi thi xin cac ban hay
can than dé€ y nhin ki dudi
chan minh day.”

Trong luc d6, ba mu
phu thuy da quay trg lai
can nha tranh. “0i, Orddu.”
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mu deo chudi hat da ndi,
"“Tai sao luc nao cling phai
la coc cha? Ba khong nghi
ra dugc cai gi khacu?”

“Nhung chung rat dé
lam ma.” Orddu dap, “ngan
gon va tién Igi.”

“Coc thi sao ch(?” Mu
doi md trum hoi. “Van dé
cua ba la vay day Orwen a,
ba Iic nao cling lam moi
viéc thém rac roi.”

“Toi chi ggi y bién
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chding thanh thd gi khac
thdéi ma Orgoch,” mu phu
thuy tén Orwen dap, “chi
dé cho da dang thoi ma.”

“T6i thich cdc.” Orgoch
ndi va chép mobi. Ngay ca
dudi bong cua chiéc mi
trum, Taran van cé thé
thady nét mat mu phu thuy
giat giat va nhan nho vdi
mot veé khién cau e la mu
dang mat kién nhan.

“Hay nhin chdng ding

https://thuviensach.vn



kia kia.” Orddu ndi. “Nhirng
con ngong con ti nghiép,
udt sting va lam bun. TOi
da noi chuyén vdi chung
roi, va toi nghi co I€ cudi
cung chidng cling da nhan
ra diéu gi la tot nhat cho
chung.”

“Sao? Day chinh Ia
nhirng ké phong ngua qua
khu dam lay ching ta da
thady ma.” Orwen ndi, vui
vé nghich ngdm nhing
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vién da trén chudi hat cla
mu. “Con that la thong
minh,” mu ndi thém, mim
cudi véi Taran, “vi da nhu
cho bon Thg San sa vao
viing lay nhu vay, gioi
lam.”

Mot U kinh tdm, bon
Thg San &y.” Orgoch lam
bam. “Toan nhitng tén ban
thiu, I6ng 13, xau xa. Chung
lam t6i muon 16n mura.”

“Chung chi lam nhiém
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vu ctua minh thoi.” Chang
ca si danh liéu ndi. “TGi chi
c6 thé noéi vé chdng nhu
vay.”

“"HOm no chung ta co
ca mot bay Thg San kéo
dén.” Orddu nodi. “Chung
rinh mo va xoi moi khap
ndi, cling nhu' cac con day.
Gi§ thi han cac con da hiéu
tai sao ta lai ndi rang
ching ta khoéng thé cham
chuGc cho ai dugc.”
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“Chung ta da khong hé
cham chudc cho chung,
phai khong Orddu?” Orwen
noi. “"Nhung chung khong
bi bi€n thanh coc, néu ba
con nhd.”

“TOi con nhg rat ro, ba
ban than mén a.” mu phu
thuy thd nhat dap. “Nhung
hom do ba la Orddu, va khi
dang lam Orddu thi ba cé
thé lam moi th& theo vy
minh. Nhung hom nay toi
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la Orddu, va to6i ndi la...”

“That khong cdng
bang,” Orgoch ngat Idi.
“Luc nao ba cling mudn
lam Orddu. To6i da phai lam
Orgoch ba lan lién nhau roi,
con ba mdai chi lam Orgoch
cd mot [an.” )

“*Pd dau phai la 10i cua
chung t6i, ba ban yéu quy.”
Orddu néi, “khi chdng toi
khéng thich lam Orgoch.
biéu dé khong dé chiu chut
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nao hét, ba biét day. No
khi€n ba bi kho tiéu ghé
gdm. Gia ma ba chu y dén
nhirng thd ba an vao hon.”

Taran c6 dé hiéu cau
chuyén cua ba mu phu
thuy, nhung moi lic lai
thdy cang thém rGi ram.
Gig thi cadu khong con biét
ai la Orddu, Orwen va
Orgoch, hay ho la ca ba
nguci cung mot ldc. Tuy
nhién, nhitrng nhan xét cua
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ho vé bon Thg San da
khién cau lan dau tién co
chuat hi vong.

“Néu bon Thg San cua
Annuvin cling la ke thu cua
cac ba,” Taran noi, “thi
ching ta c6 chung mot
muc dich r6i. Chung toi
cling phai chién dau chong
lai chung.”

“Ké thu, ban hitu, cudi
cung tat ca roi cling nhu
nhau ca thdi.” Orgoch lam
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bdm. “Nhanh 1én, Orddu,
dem chung dén nha kho di.
Ping 1a mdt budi sang dai
kinh khung.”

“Ba hap tap qua day.”
Orddu ndi, mim cudi bao
dung v&i mu phu thuy doi
mi trum. “Do lai la mot ly
do nira tai sao ca hai chung
t6i déu khong mudn lam
Orgoch khi cé thé tranh
dugc. Co Ié néu ba hoc
cach kiém ché minh thi tot
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hon. GiG hay nghe xem cac
chi chudét nhat nay co
chuyén gi dé ké cho chuing
ta khoéng nao. Han la sé
thd vi Iam day, ching ndi
ra nhitng diéu dén la dé
thuong.”

Orddu quay sang
Taran. “Nao, chu vit con
cua ta,” mu diu dang nai.
“tai sao cac con lai kho chiu
vGi bon Thg San thé?”

Taran ludng Iu, khong
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mudn dé 10 k& hoach cla
Gwydion. “Chung da tan
cong chung t6i.” cau md
dau.

“Tat nhién roi, nhiing
chd ngong con t0i nghiép
cua ta.” Orddu thong cam
ndi. “"Chuang ludn tan cong
tat ca moi ngudi ma. Do la
mot cai Igi khi lam coc day;
cac con sé khong phai lo
lang vé nhiing viéc ay nira.
Sé chi con toan nhirng cudc
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n6é dua trong rung va
nhitng budi sdng &m UGt dé
chiu. Bon Thg San sé
khong lam phién cac con
nira. Tat nhién, cac con sé
phai dé y dén chim diéc,
bdi ca va ran. Nhung ngoai
nhifng cai do ra thi cac con
s€ chang phai lo lang gi
hét.”

“Nhung “chdng t6i” la
nhirng ai?” Orwen ngat IGi.
Mu quay sang Orddu. “Ba
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khong dinh hoi tén chidng
sao?”

“Co chur, tat nhién ro6i.”
Orgoch 1dm bam, lai chép
moi. “Toi thich nhiing cai
tén [am.”

MOt lan nilra, Taran lai
ngan ngu. “bay...day.."
cau noi, chi vé phia
Eilonwy, “la Indeg, va
Hoang tl Glessic...”

Orwen cudi khuc khich
va au Yyéu hich khuyu tay
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vao Orddu. “Nghe chung
néi ma xem.” mu noi.
“Chang noi doi that la thd
vi.”

“N€u chung khong chiu
ndi that,” Orgoch ndi, “thi
hay 16i ching di ngay di.”

Taran ngUng phat lai.
Orddu dang cham chu nhin
cau. Bong nhién mat hét
can dam, cau chgt nhan ra
moi c6 gang ctia minh chi
la vO ich. “Pay la Eilonwy,
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con gai cua Angharad,” cau
nodi, “va Fflewddur Fflam.”

“*M0Ot ca si hat rong chaoi
dan hac” Fflewddur bd
sung.

“Con day la Gurgi."
Taran nai ti€p.

“Vay ra no la mot con
gurgi.” Orwen noi, ve hét
suc thich thd. “Hinh nhu ta
da nghe ndi vé chudng roi
thi phai, nhung ta chua
bao giG biét chung la cai
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N /4

gi.

“Khong phai la mot
con gurgi.” Eilonwy cai lai.
“NO tén la Gurgi. Va chi co
mot Gurgi duy nhat ma
thoi.”

“Phai, phai!” Gurgi
chen vao, danh liéu budc
ra tUr sau lung Taran. “NO
rat can dam va tinh khon!
N6 sé& khong dé nhiing
ngudi ban dong hanh can
dam bi bién thanh cdc, moc

https://thuviensach.vn



budu trén lung va phai
nhay quanh dau!”

Orgoch t0 mo nhin no.
“Ngudi ta lam gi v8i mot
con gurgi nhi?” mu hoi. “An
no hay ngoi Ién nd?”

“T6i nghi la,” Orddu goi
y, “cho du lam gi v&i no di
nifa thi cling phai tdm cho
nd truGc da. Con con, chu
vit cda ta,” mu noi Vdi
Taran, “con la ai?”

Taran vuon thang
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ngudi 1én va ngang cao
dau. “Toi la Taran,” cau
dap, "Phu - Chan Ign ¢
Caer Dallben.”

“Dallben u?” Orddu kéu
lén. “Nhirng chd ga con lac
16i khén khd, sao cac con
khong noi ngay ra tu dau?
Noi cho ta biét, bé Dallben
nho yéu quy giG sao roi?”
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Chuong XII: DALLBEN
BE NHO

Miéng Taran tré xudng.
Trudc khi cau kip tra 10i, ba
mu phu thuy da vay quanh
nhdm ban va dan ho vao
can nha tranh. Lay lam la,
cau quay sang Fflewddur,
gid mat anh da bdt tai vi
Orddu khong con ndi
chuyén cdc nhai nira.

“Dallben bé nho u?”
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Taran thi thao. “Ca dai toi
chua bao gig nghe ai noi vé
thay ay nhu vay ca. Liéu
ching ta cd dang ndi vé
cung mot Dallben khong
nhi?”

“Toi khong biét.” chang
ca si thi thao dap lai.
“Nhung néu ho nghi vay
thi, Belin vi dai, dung no
ndi vai ho khac di!”

Trong nha, lang xang
hoi ha chay di chay lai mot
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cach vui sudng, nhung
thuc ra chang lam dugc gi
may, ba mu phu thuy voi
va don dep lai gian buong.
Orwen, v3i vé vui mung va
phan khich rd ranh ranh,
dem ra may chi€c ghé op
ep; Orgoch don dong bat
dia trén ban bdng cach
quét ching xubng san;
Orddu thi chap hai tay vao
nhau va nhin nhom ban
mim cudi.
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“Ta khong bao giG cd
thé nghi dén chuyén nay.”
mu md& dau. “O, khong,
khong, dudc, vit con cua
tal” Mu vOi kéu Ién vai
Eilonwy, c6 da dén gan cai
khung cui va vua cui xuong
dé xem miéng vai. “Khéng
dudc dung vao dau nhé. Sé
bi cham dau lam day. N6
toan gai tam ma ca thoi.
Lai day, ngoi v&i chuing ta
di, ngoan nao.”
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Bit k& su don chao
nong nhiét bat ngG nay,
Taran van li€c nhin ba mu
phu thuy vé lo lang. Ca
gian budng khién cau co
nhirng linh tinh ky di ma
cdu khong thé nadm bat
dudc, chung trugt ra khoi
dau cau nhu nhirng chiéc
bong. Gurgi va chang ca si
thi trai lai, t6 ra hét suc
sung su’c’fng trudc dién bién
la lUng cla su viéc, va bat
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dau ngon ngau mot cach
ngon lanh cac moén an
dudc bay trén ban. Taran
nhin Eilonwy vé do héi.

Co da doan dudc y
nghi clua cau. “Bung sg
thdc an.” Co che tay lén
miéng ndi. “Tat ca déu on,
khong co doc hay bi bo bua
dau. T6i biét ma. T6i da
hoc dugc cach kiém tra
thdfc an ho6i con & Vdi
Achren va hoc dé trg thanh
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mot nir phap su. Chi viéc...”
“Nao, con sé non cua
ta,” Orddu ngat IGi, “con
phai ké cho ching ta tat ca
vé Dallben bé nho than yéu
day nhe. GiG né dang lam
gi? NOo van con gilr cuon
Sach vé Bo Ba chu?”
“A... vang, thay ay van
git.” Taran nodi, v mot
chat boi r6i, va bat dau tu
hoi khong biét co phai ba
mu phu thuy nay biét vé
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Dallben nhiéu han cau hay
khong.

“Con chim c6 do bé
nhé t6i nghiép,” Orddu
nhan xét, “va cudn sach ay
thi m&i nang ghé gém lam
sao. Ta lay lam ngac nhién
la nd cé du suc dé gid
nhiing trang giay do.”

"0... nhu ba biét day,”
Taran noi, van con boi roi,
“cu Dallben ma chung toi
biét, cu ay khong con bé
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nhoé nira dau. Y téi la... cu
ay da kha gia ro6i.”

“Kha gia u?” Fflewddur
bat ra. "Cu ay da ba tram
tdm mudi tubi roi con gi
ntra! Chinh Coll da ndi cho
toi biét.”

“N6 ding la mot thang
bé dang yéu, ngoan
ngoan,” Orwen thd dai. “vdi
cap ma hong hao va nhirng
ngon tay mim mim.”

“Toi thich tré con lam.”
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Orgoch ndi, chép moi.

“Toc cu ay da bac
nhiéu Iam r6i.” Taran ti€p,
cdu khéng thé bat minh tin
rang ba ba gia cd quai nay
dang ndi vé ngudi thay gia
lao cua cau. Cai y nghi vé
thay Dallben uyén bac ma
cling da tung cé cap ma
hong hao va nhitng ngon
tay mim mim vugt qua tri
tu’c’fng tugng cua cau. “Cu
ay ¢ ca mot bo rau nira.”
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cau noéi thém.

Mot bo rau u?” Orddu
kéu Ién. “Bé Dallben thi lam
gi véi mot bo rau kia chu?
Sao no lai mudn co6 mot thar
nhu thé nhi? Bdng la mot
con nong noc nho deé
thuong!”

“Chudng ta tim thay nd
trén dam lay mot sang no.”
Orwen k&. “Chi c6 mot
minh trong cai gio to tudng
dan bang canh liéu. That
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dé thuong khdng I6i nao ta
hét. Tat nhién la Orgoch
da...”

Nghe vay, Orgoch thét
ra mot ti€ng kéu buc doc
va mat mu loé lén dudi
bong che cua chiéc mi
trum.

“Thoi nao, Orgoch than
mén, dung co to ra kho
chiu nhu thé.” Orddu ndi.
"0 day chung ta déu la ban
ca; chuing ta cd thé néi dén
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nhirng chuyen do dugc ma.
Thoi, ta sé ndi thé nay dé
khong cham dén long tu ai
cia Orgoch. Ba &y da
khong mudn gilr thang bé.
Khong gilr né theo cach
binh thuong ay ma.
Nhung chung ta thi muon.
Va thé€ la ching ta da dem
con chim non toi nghi€p ay
vé can nha tranh.”

"NO6 I6n mdi nhanh
ch(.” Orwen néi. “Chi trong
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thoang choc n6 da chap
chirng di lai, r6i bi bo nai,
roi di lo viéc vat cho chung
ta. Tot bung va ngoan
ngoan biét bao. Bung la
mot niém vui hoan hao. Va
con ndi la né co6 rau a?” Mu
lac dau. “La qua nhi. NO
moi dau ra dugc mot bo
rau chu?”

“Phai, né dung la mot
con sé non dang yéu.”
Orddu tiép. “Nhung roi,”
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mu noéi véi mot nu cudi
budn ba, “da xay ra mot tai
nan dang budn. Sang hom
dy chung ta dang nau cac
loai thdo mdc dé pha ché
mot th( biét dugc.”

“Va Dallben,” Orwen
thd dai, "bé Dallben dang
yéu giup chung ta khuay
noi. Bo la mot trong nhiing
viéc tur t€, chu dao nd van
thu’dng hay lam. Nhung khi
cai n6i sbi Ién, mot it thudc
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da sui bot va ban ra ngoai.”

"N6 da lam bong
nhirng ngon tay nhd nhan,
t0i nghi€p clia thang bé.”
Orddu néi thém. “Nhung nd
khong khoc, khong hé. No
chi cho tay vao miéng mut,
con sao nho mdi diing cam
lam sao. Tat nhién, mot it
thudc van con dinh trén do
va no da nu6t phai.”

“VUra nu6t cho thuoc ay
vao,” Orwen giai thich, “thi
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nd lién bi€t hét moi diéu
ma chung ta biét. Do la
mot than dugc, cac con
hiéu chdr, mot cong thic dé
nau ra hoc van.”

“Sau do,” Orddu ndi
ti€p, “thi khdng thé gitr né
G lai v8i chung ta dugc
nifa. Moi chuyén sé khong
bao giG con dugc nhu' trudc
nira; khong, khong bao gig,
khéng thé cd nhiéu ngudi
bi€t nhiéu th&r dén thé &
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chung dudi mét mai nha
dudc. Nhat la khi thang bé
da doan dugc mot vai diéu
Orgoch van nung nau trong
dau. Vay la chung ta phai
dé cho no di — nghia la that
su tha cho nd di ay. Bén
lic nay thi Orgoch lai la
ngudi muodn gilr nd lai, theo
cach riéng cua ba ay, va ta
nghi thang bé sé khong
thich thé dau.”

“L& ra né dad co thé la
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mot thang bé nho nhan
ngon lanh biét bao.”
Orgoch I&m bam.

“Ta phai noi la chuing
ta da doi xu véi no hét suc
tr té€.” Orddu noi ti€p.
“Chang ta da cho phép no
dugc chon dem theo mot
cady dan hac, mot thanh
gucm, hodac la cuon Sach
vé BO Ba. Néu no chon cay
dan hac thi né6 da cé thé
tr§ thanh ca si ndi tiéng
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nhat trén ddi; chon thanh
gudgm thi chu vit con than
yéu &y da c6 thé thdng tri
XU Prydain. Ay vay ma,”
Orddu ndi, “nd lai chon
cudn Sach vé BO Ba. Noi
that la chung ta cling vui
nhu thang bé thoi, vi cudn
sach nang trich, moc meo
va chang lam dugc gi haon
ngoai hut bui. Thé Ia thang
bé Ién dudng chu du thé
gidi. Va do la lan cudi cung
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ching ta con nhin thay
no.”

“Cing may ma bé
Dallben dang yéu khong co
mat & day.” Fflewddur bat
cudi v&i Taran. “"LGi miéu ta
cia ho chang khdp chut
nao. TOi e la ho sé bji soc
day.”

TU nay dén gid, trong
khi Orddu ké chuyén, Taran
van lang im, tu hoi khong
biét Iam thé& nao dé cd du
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can dam nhac dén chiéc
vac. “Dallben da la thay
cua toi tu kh| toi co thé nhé
moi viéc.” cudi cung cau
noi, quyét dinh rang cach
tot nhat la té ra thanh that
- nhat la khi nhirng mu phu
thuy nay lai doan dudc khi
nao cau noi doi. “Néu cac
ba cling yéu quy thay ay
nhu toi thi...

"Chung ta rat yéu no,
thdng bé dé thucng ay,”
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Orddu noi. “Piéu do thi con
co thé chac chan.”

“N€u vay thi xin cac ba
hay giup chung t6i thuc
hién nhirng mong udc cua
thay ay va ciling la mong
udc cua Gwydion, 0ng
hoang dong ho Don.” Taran
nai ti€ép. Cau giai thich diéu
da dién ra ¢ hoi nghi, diéu
ho da kham pha dudc &
Hac Mon va tor Gwystyl.
Cau noi vé viéc dem chiéc
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vac vé Caer Dallben cap
bach ra sao, va cling hoi
xem ho co nhin thay Ellidyr
khong.

Orddu lac dau. “Mot
ngudi con trai cua Pen -
Llarcau a? Khong, vit con
cua ta, khong co ai nhu' thé
& quanh day ca. Néu han
co téi khu dam [ay thi chac
chan chidng ta da thay han
roi.”

“Tu nhitng dam lay
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trén dinh d6i ching ta co
mot tam nhin rat dep.”
Orwen xen vao, nhi€t tinh
dén noi chubi hat cia mu
nay lén kéu lach cach. “Cac
con phai lén d6 ngam nhin
mdi dugc. That ra, cac con
hoan toan c6 thé tu do &
lai 1au chi'ng nao cac con
mudn.” mu s6t sang noi
thém. “TU khi bé Dallben
bo di va lai con ki€m dugc
cho minh m6t bo rau thi
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chd nay khdng con vui vé
nhu trudc nira. Ching ta
sé khong bién cac con
thanh cdéc dau, tru khi cac
con khang khang co nai.”

“Hay & lai di.” Orgoch
khan khan nodi véi mot cai
li€c mat ranh manh.

"SI ménh cua chung
toi la di tim chiéc vac.”
Taran nhan manh, cd tinh
bo qua IGi ndi cua Orgoch.
“Theo nhitng gi Gwystyl
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cho chung to6i biét thi...”

“Con ndi la con qua cua
han cho cac con biét ma,
con clru non cua ta.” Orddu
ngat I0i. “DPlng bao gid tin
|Gi mot con qua.”

“Doli nguci My Toc da
tin nd.” Taran ndi. “GiG cac
ba lai ndi rang cac ba
khong co chi€c vac sao? Toi
xin thay mat chinh thay
Dallben hoi diéu nay.”

“Vac ay u?” Orddu dap.
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“Sao, trdi a, chung ta co
hang ta ay chd! Vac nay,
noi nay, am nay... chung ta
gan nhu khoéng thé biét hét
dugc nira.”

“T6i ndi dén chiéc vac
cua Annuvin kia.” Taran
ki€n quyét ndi, “chi€c vac
cia Arawn va nhirng tén
chién binh bat tir ctia han.”

0" Orddu ndi, cat
ti€ng cudi vui vé, “han con
dinh noi dén Vac Tai Sinh.”
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“T6i khong biét tén cua
nd,” Taran nodi, “nhung do
co |é dung la cai vac ching
toi dang tim kiém.”

“Con cO chac la con
khong thich 1ay nhing
chi€c vac khac khong?”
Orwen hoi. “"Chung dep han
cai vac ci ky doé nhiéu. Va
tién Igi hon nira. Cac con
thi can gi dén bon linh Vac
Dau cd cha? Chung chi gay
phién toai ma thoéi. Chung
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ta cd thé cho cac con mét
cai am nau dugc nhing
loai thudc ngu hi€éu nghiém
nhat trén ddoi, hodac la mot
thr bot rac Ién cay thuy
tién hoa vang dé lam cai
mau vang dang ghét ay
bién di.”

“Chung toi chi quan
tam dén chi€c Vac Tai Sinh
th6i.” Taran khang khang
noi, chac chan rang do
chinh la chiéc vac cua

https://thdviensach.vn



Arawn. “Cac ba khong
mudn cho toi biét su that
sao? Chiéc vac c6 G day
khong?”

“Tat nhién la n6 & day
roi.” Orddu dap. “Tai sao lai
khong chd, vi no thubc vé
chung ta cd ma? Va von da
ludn thudc vé ching ta.”

“"Clua cac ba?” Taran
kéu Ién, “Vay la Arawn da
lay cap nod tU tay cac ba
sao?”
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“Lay cap ay a?” Orddu
dap. “Khéng han la vay.
Khéng, ching ta khdng thé
noi la né da bi lay cap
duoc.”

“Nhung cac ba khong
thé trao nd cho Arawn
dudc,” Eilonwy kéu Ién.
“néu biét trudc han dinh
dung no dé lam gil”

“Ngay ca Arawn ciing
phai dugc ban cho mét co
hoéi ch(r.” Orddu bao dung
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ndi. “"R6i mot ngay, cac con
sé hiéu tai sao. B&i vi moi
thor déu c6 s6 phan dinh
san cho no ca; tu nhilng
chi€c vac to dung xau xi
cho dén nhirng chu vit con
tdi nghiép, va ca chuing ta
ciing c6 sO6 phan cia minh
nira. Thém vao do, Arawn
da tra gid dat dé dugc
dung nd, rat dat day, cac
con c6 thé chac chan vé
dieu do6. Chi ti€t cua
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chuyén nay thi, vit con cua
ta, la mot viéc riéng tu
khong lién quan gi dén con
ca. Nhung du sao, chiéc
vac cling khoéng thé mai
mai thudc vé han dugc.”

“Arawn da thé sé sém
tra lai nd.” Orwen noi.
“Nhung khi dén thdgi han
thi han lai khong thém giit
10i, diéu do cling ché’mg co
gi dang ngac nhién.”

“Chulng ta nhe da qua.”
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Orgoch I&m bam.

“Va vi han khong chiu
tra nd lai,” Orddu nodi, “nén
chidng ta con cé thé lam gi
khac dugc nira? Chung ta
da di lay lai no.”

“0i Belin vi dai!” Chang
ca si kéu Ién. “Ba ba dam
vao tan trong long Annuvin
dé 16i cai vac ra sao? Cac
ba da lam cach nao vay?”

Orddu mim cudGi. “Co
rat nhiéu cach, con chim sé
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t0 mo cua ta a. Chung ta
c6 thé lam cho Annuvin
chim ngap trong lan nudc
den si va day cai vac troi
ra. Ching ta c6 thé danh
thuoc mé bon linh canh.
Hodc chlng ta cling cd thé
tu bién minh thanh... thoi,
khong quan trong, chi can
biét 1a ching ta cod thé
dung rat nhiéu cach. Du
sao thi chiéc vac cling da &
day roi.

https://thuviensach.vn



Va,” mu phu thuy noi
ti€p, “'nd sé & lai day.
Khong, khong.” mu ndi,
dua tay Ién chan Taran lai.
“Ta c6 thé thdy con rat
muon c6 nd, nhung diéu do
la khong thé dudc. N6 qua
nguy hiém vdi nhitng chd
ga nhép lang thang nhu
cac con. Trdi a, chung ta sé
lo lang dén mat ngd mat.
Khong, khong, tham chi la
bé Dallben cling khong
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duac.

That ra,” Orddu ndi
ti€p, “cac con tha lam coc
con an toan hon la dinh
dén cai Vac Tai Sinh ay.”
Mu lac dau. “Hay hon nira,
ching ta cé thé bién cac
con thanh chim va dé cac
con bay vé Caer Dallben
ngay lap tuc.”

“"Qua thuc la khong
dudc.” mu noi ti€p, ding
lén khoi ban va nam lay vai
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Taran. “Pan vit nho, cac
con phai di di, va dung
nghi vé chiéc vac nira. Hay
noi v4i bé Dallben than yéu
va 6ng hoang Gwydion la
chung ta rat ti€c, va néu co
diéu gi khac chdng ta co
thé lam thi... Nhung viéc d6
thi khong. Oi, trgi a, khong
dau.”

Taran m3& miéng toan
phan d6i nhung Orddu ngdt
IGi cau va nhanh chdéng dan
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cau ra cua, trong khi hai
mu phu thuy kia ddy cac
ban d6ng hanh cua cau
theo sau.

“Pém nay cac con co
thé ngu lai trong nha kho,
dan ga con bé nho cua ta.”
Orddu noi. “Sau do, sang
sdm mai, hay quay vé vdi
bé Dallben ngay. Va luc do
cac con sé quyét dinh xem
cac con co thich di trén doi
chan khong. Hay la,” mu
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noi thém, lan nay thi khong
mim cudi, “cac con thich
bay bang do6i canh hon.”

“Hay 13,” Orgoch lam
bam, “phadi nhdy céc ca
quang dudng.”
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Chuong XII: KE HOACH

Canh cua dong sap lai
sau lung ho va mot lan nira
nhdm ban lai phai ding
bén ngoai ngdi nha tranh.

_“Hay that!” Eilonwy
phan nd kéu lén. “Sau khi
ndi chan ché bé Dallben
than yéu thé nay, be
Dallben dé thucdng thé no,
ho lai dudi bién ching ta ra
ngoai!”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Tha bi bién ra ngoai
con han bi bién vao trong,
néu c6 hiéu y t6i.” Chang
ca si noi. “MOot ngudi ho
Fflam luon doi x& tot vai
dong vat, nhung t6i khong
thé thuyét phuc dugc minh
rang toi thich 1am mot con
trong s6 chung!”

“Khong, 0, khong
Gurgi hang hai kéu Ién.
“Gurgi cling chi mudn dugc
gil’ nguyén nhu ban than
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no hién gid thoi — gan da
va can dam!”

Taran quay lai can nha
tranh va bat dau dam Ién
canh cua. “Ho phai nghe
ching ta chd!” cau kéu lén.
“Ho tham chi con khong
them bo ra chut thdgi gian
dé€ suy xét moi viéc nira.”
Nhung canh cua khdng mg,
va mac du cau cling chay
cd dén bén clra sd va go
|lén do6 that lau, ba mu phu
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thuy van khong hé xuét
hién trd lai.

“Toi e rang d6 la cau
tra IGi cla cau day.”
Fflewddut ndi. "Ho da noi
hét nhirng diéu mudn ndi
roi — va co khi nhu thé lai
tot hon cling nén. Va toi co
mot cam giac khong lay gi
lam de chiu rdng nhiing
ti€ng gb dap nay co thé...q,
goi ho la gi nhi, G... may ba
gia ay kho chiu vi tiéng on
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cling nén.”

“Ching ta khong thé
bo di dugc.” Taran dap.
“Chiéc vac dang nam trong
tay ho va cho du ho co la
ban cua thay Dallben hay
khong thi ai ma doan dudc
la ho sé lam gi v&i no. Toi
sg¢ va khong tin ho chut
nao. Cac ban da nghe thay
cach ma cai mu tén Orgoch
noi ro6i day. Phai, toi tudng
tudgng dudgc rat rdo mu ta da
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cO thé lam gi vdGi thay
Dallben.” Cau nghiém nghi
lac dau. “bay chinh la diéu
ma Gwydion da canh bao
truGc. Bat ky ké nao co
dugc chiéc vac cling cé thé
trd thanh méi nguy hiém
chét ngudi doi vdi Prydain
néu chung mudén.”

"It ra thi Ellidyr ciling
chua tim thay no.” Eilonwy
noi. "Bd la mot diéu dang
dé€ vui mirng d&y cha.”
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"Néu cac ban muodn
nghe IGi khuyén cua mot
ngudi du sao cing la I6n
tubi nhat trong sd ching
ta,” chang ca si noi, “thi toi
nghi tot hon hét ching ta
nén quay vé nha ngay, dé
cho Dallben va Gwydion lo
lieu moi viéc. Xét cho cung,
han cu Dallben phai biét
cach doi phd véi ba mu ay.”

“Khong,” Taran dap,

toi sé khong lam thé.
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Chung ta s€ lang phi nhirng
ngay di dudng quy bau.
Bon Thg San da khong lay
dudc chiéc vac. Nhung ai
biét r6i Arawn con dinh gid
tro gi nira? Khong, chung
ta khdng thé dé nd lai day
dugc.”

“Lan nay thi t6i dong
y.” Eilonwy tuyén b0.
“Chang ta da di xa dén thé
nay roi va phai di ti€p dén
cung. T6i cling khdng tin
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may mu phu thuy ay chut
nao. Ho sé lo lang dén mat
ngu néu nghi dén viéc
chung ta cé chiéc vac u?
T6i thi chac chan rang
minh s€ mo thay ac mong
khi nghi dén viéc ho dang
gilr nd! Chua ké dén Arawn
nira! TOi tin rang khong co
ai, nguadi thudng hay bat ky
ai khac, lai dudc phép co
nhiéu quyén luc dén thé.”
Co6 rung minh. “Eo di! Toi
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lai thay nhu co kién bo doc
song lung roi.”

“0, phai duang thé.”
Fflewddur mé dau. “Nhung
su that van vay - ho co cai
vac chét tiét ay va ching ta
thi khong. Ho dang & trong
do va chung ta thi ¢ ngoai
nay, va co vé moi chuyén
sé gil' nguyén nhu vay
thoi.”

Taran tram ngam mot
hoi lau. “Khi Arawn khong
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chiu tra chiéc vac cho ho,”
cau noi, *ho da di lay lai
nd. GiG day, vi ho khong
chiu dua chiéc vac cho
chung ta, toi chi thay mot
cach duy nhat ma thoi:
ching ta sé phai lay trom
no.”

“Lay trébm u?” chang ca
si kéu Ién. Vé mat lo Iéng
cta anh thay doi tdc thi va
mat sdng ruc lén. “Y toi 13,”
anh ha thap giong thi thao,
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“lay trom no u? That la mot
y nghi xuat chung.” Anh
ham hd nai ti€ép. “Toi chua
bao gid nghi dén ca. bung,
ding, chi con cach do
thoi.” Anh ta ndi thém, day
phan khich. “That la tai
tinh!”

“Chi c6 mot diéu khod
khan thoi.” Eilonwy noi.
"Chung ta khong biét ho
giau cai vac ¢ cho nao va
ro rang ho sé khong cho

https://thuviensach.vn



ching ta vao dé luc tim
dau.”

Taran nhiu may. " Toi
udc gi Doli c6 6 day; néu
thé ching ta sé chang gap
phai rac r6i gi hét. TOi
khong biét - han phai co
cach gi do ch(. Ho da bao
la chiing ta ¢ thé & lai qua
dém,” cau noi ti€p, “nhu
vay la chung ta co thdi gian
tUr gid cho dén Idc binh
minh. Bi nao, dung ddng
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tru6c clfa nha ho nira,
khong thi ho sé biét ching
ta dang am muu gi day.
Orddu da c6 nhac dén mot
cai nha kho.”

Nhdm ban dat ngua
cua minh dén mot phia bén
sudn doi, noi can nha thap
té d6 nat ding xiéu veo
trén bai co. NoO trong
khong, xa xac va gio thu rit
qua nhirng ké hg trén vach
tudng dat. Chang ca si
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giam chan va dap dap hai
canh tay.

“"Cho nay thi hai lanh
dé nghi ra dugc k& hoach
gi.” Anh ta nhan xét. “May
ba phu thuy ay cé tam nhin
dep xudng khu dam lay
that day, nhung nd lanh
|€o qua.”

“"Gia ma chung ta co
mot it ram,” Eilonwy noi,
“hodc la bat ky cai gi dé
dap cho am. Ching ta sé
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chét cong trudce khi kip nghi
ra diéu gi mat.”

“Gurgi sé di tim rém.”
Gurgi xung phong. N6 hoi
ha ra khoi nha kho va chay
vé phia chuong ga.

Taran di di lai lai.
“Chung ta sé phai dot nhap
vao can nha ngay sau khi
ho ngu.” cau lac dau va
man mé chiéc tram cai &
cd. “Nhung bang cach nao
bay gig? Chi€c tram cua
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Adaon khong ggi cho t6i y
tudng nao ca. Nhirng giac
mac vé chiéc vac lai chang
cé y nghi gi doi vai toi. Gia
ma t6i c6 thé hiéu dugc
chdng...”

“Gia sU bay giG cau
chdp mat moét chat,”
Fflewddur s6t sang noi. “va
c6 ngu that nhanh xem
sao? Y tOi la ngu that say
ay. Co Ié cau sé tim dudc
cau tra 16i.”
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“To6i khong dam chac.”
Taran ndi. “NO khong hién
ra theo cach ay dau.”

"Nhung chac chdn I3
nd dé han khoan mot cai 10
Xuyén qua ngon doi,”
chang ca si ndi, “dod la ggi y
ti€p theo cua t6i.”

“Ching ta cé thé bit
ong khoi cua ho lai va hun
khdi dudi ho ra ngoai.”
Eilonwy noi. “"R6i mot ngudi
trong s6 ching ta cé thé
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lén vao trong nha. Khong,
khong dudc.” co ndi tiép.
“Sau khi nghi lai thi t6i sg
la néu ching ta bd cdi gi
xudng thi... §... rat co thé
ho s€ némlén moét cai gi
do khac té hai han nhiéu.
Va lai, ho cling chang c6
ong khdi, nén chung ta nén
quén y dinh do di.”

Trong lUc d6 Gurgi da
quay trd lai, hai tay 6m mot
nam rém to lay tUr chudng
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ga, va nhom ban bat dau
phu chidng |én san dat mot
cach day biét an. Khi Gurgi
lai chay di d& l1ay mot om
nifa, Taran nghi ngai nhin
dong rém xa xac.

“T6i doan la minh nén
th&r nam ma xem sao.” cau
noi, vé khong hy vong lam.
“T6i chac chan khong cé
gdi y nao hay han.”

“Chlng t6i cd thé don
cho cau moét cho nam tu
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té.” Fflewddur ndi, “Va
trong khi cdu nam mo,
ching t6i cling cd thé c6
nghi ra mot cai gi do. Nhu
vay thi tat ca chung ta déu
kha di lam viéc theo cach
riéng cua minh. T6i khong
hé lay lam ban tam khi phai
thd nhan vdi cau diéu nay,”
anh ndi thém, “udc gi toi co
chi€c tram cua Adaon. Ngu
u? Chang can phai hoi dén
lan th( hai dau, vi téi dang
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mét chét di dugc.”

Taran van con nghi
ngd, dang chudn bi ndm
xuéng dam rdm thi Gurgi
lai xuat hién, mat md to,
run ray. Con vat hét hoang
dén nodi nd chi cd thé thd
hon hén va dua tay lam
hiéu. Taran ding bat day.
“Co chuyén gi vay?” cau
kéu Ién.

Gurgi ra hiéu vé phl'a
chuong ga va ca nhdm voi
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va di theo no. Gurgi, ve hét
suc kich dong, dan ho vao
can nha bang li€p trat bun,
roi khi€p sg lui lai. N chi
vé moOt goc G phia xa. O
do, gilra dam rdm, la chiéc
vac.

NO thap be va den si,
cao bdng nra mot ngudi
I6n. Cai miéng xau xi cua
nd ha hdc, du to dé chia
mot than nguGi. Vanh cua
chiéc vac méo md, mon
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vet, hai bén than no [6i Iom
va day vét chém; trén mép
va quanh bung no 16m dom
nhirng v€t nau sam ma
Taran bi€t khong phai la gi
sét. Cai quai to, dai, dugc
méc bang mot thanh ngang
nang; hai cai vong I6n, nhu
hai mat xich cila mot sgi
xich khong 16 gan & hai
bén. Mac du dugc lam bang
sat, chi€c vac tréng chang
khac nao mot vat séng, dir
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ton va day ham doa bdi
nhirng diéu xau xa da tich
trlr tU bao ddi. Lan gio lanh
budt rit qua cai miéng trong
hoac cua ndé va mot tiéng
thi thdm ndi 1én tor ddy sau
cua chiéc vac, nghe nhu
ti€ng ndi bi quén lang cua
nhifng ngudi chét bi doa
day.

“Dljng la chi€éc Vac Tai
Sinh r6i.” Taran thi thao ve
sgd hai pha lan kinh ngac.
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Cau hoan toan cd thé hiéu
dudgc su khi€p hai cua
Gurgi, vi chi can nhin thay
chi€c vac thdéi cling du
khién cau cam thay nhu co
mot ban tay lanh ngat
dang bdop chat lay tim
minh. Cau ngoanh mat di,
gan nhu khong dam nhin
no lau hon nira.

Mat Fflewddur tai mét.
Eilonwy dua tay lén bit
miéng. O mot goc, Gurgi
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dang run ray that dang
thuong. Mac du chinh no
da tim thay chi€c vac, no
khong thét ra mot tiéng
kéu dac thang vui sudng
nao. Thay vao do, nd ruc
sau hon vao dong rém va
cO thu minh lai that nho.
“Phai, toi doan chinh la
no.” Fflewddur dap va nuot
khan. “Nhung mat khac,”
anh néi thém ve hy vong,
“cling c6 thé khdng phai.
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Ho da ndi ho cd rat nhiéu
vac va néi nam vugng vai
quanh day. Y t6i 13, chung
ta khong mudn nham Ian,
phai khong?”

“N6 dung la chiéc vac
ay.” Taran noi. “Toi da mo
thay no. Va ngay ca néu
khong ma thay thi téi van
c6 thé nhdn ra no, vi toi
cdm nhan dudc cai ac
trong nd.”

“To6i cling vay.” Eilonwy
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khé nodi. "N6 chira day chét
chéc va dau kho. To6i da
hiéu tai sao Gwydion lai
muén pha huy no.” Co
quay sang Taran. “Anh da
dang khi di tim né ngay ma
khong tri hoan gi ca.”
Eilonwy noi thém véi mot
cai rung minh. “Toi xin rat
lai tat ca nhitng gi toi da
ndi. Chi€c vac phai bi huy
diét cang sém cang tot.”
“Thoi dugc,” Fflewddur
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thd dai, “toi e rang day
chinh la chiéc Vac Tai Sinh
roi. Tai sao nod lai khong
thé Ia mot cai vac nhd xinh
xinh thay vi cai th to dung
Xau xi nay nhi? Tuy nhién,”
anh ta hit mot haoi dai ndi
ti€p, “hay lay nd di! Mot
ngudi ho Fflam khong bao
gid chan chu ca!”

“Khong!” Taran kéu
lén, dua mot tay ra chan
chang ca si lai. “"Chung ta
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khong thé 18y nd gilra
thanh thién bach nhat
dudc; va chung ta ciing
khéng thé & lai day, néu
khong ho sé biét chung ta
da tim ra no. Chung ta sé
quay lai khi trGi toi va dan
theo ngua dé kéo né di.
Trong ldc nay thi tét haon
hét, ching ta nén quay lai
nha kho va lam nhu khong
cé chuyén gi xay ra ca.”
Nhom ban  nhanh
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chong quay trdg lai nha kho.
Khi da roi cho chiéc vac,
Gurgi lién lay lai dudc chat
khi thé€ cua minh. “Gurgi
tinh khon da tim thay no!”
NO reo lén. “O, phai! N6
ludn tim thay nhirng th(r bi
mat! N6 da tim thay co lon,
va gid no lai tim thay chiéc
vac to I6n da gay ra nhirng
viec doc ac va nau ra
nhirng liéu thubc xau xal!
Cau chu nhan tu sé ban
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thudng cho Gurgi hen mon.
Tuy thé, no6 van nhan
nhum lai vi sg hai.”

Taran vO |én vai Gurgi
d€ an Gi nd. “Pldng thé anh
ban a,” cau dap, “mi da
giup chung ta han mot lan
roi. Nhung téi khdng thé
tuéng tucgng dudc ho lai
giau chi€c vac trong mot
cai chuong ga bo khong,
dudi mét déng rom ban.”
Cau lac dau. “T6i da nghi
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ho mudn canh gac nd can
than hon kia day.”

“Khong phai vay dau.
Chang ca si ndi. “Ho tinh
khon 1dm. Ho gidu no &
mot noi ai cling cd thé tim
dén dau tién, vi nghi rdng
nhu thé co ve dé dang dén
noi sé khong ai nghi tdi
chuyén di tim ¢ d6 ca.”

“Co Ié vay.” Taran dap.
Cau nhiu méy “Hay cling
co thé 1a...” cdu noi thém,
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khdng nén ndi ndi sg bong
dang Ién trong long, “ho cb
tinh d& cho ching ta tim
thay nd.”

Quay Vvé nha kho,
nhdm ban c6 ngu, vi biét
rang dém nay sé€ phai lam
viéc rat cuc nhoc va nguy
hiém. Fflewddur va Gurgi
chdp mat mot ldc; Eilonwy
quan minh vao ao choang
véi mot it rdm dap quanh
ngudi. Taran thi qua bon
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chon va lo lang, tham chi
khéng nhdm méat ndi nira.
Cau ng6i yén lang, trong
tay la cudn thirng dai cau
da 1ay tr dam do dung it oi
con sot lai cia ca nhém. Ho
da quyét dinh sé treo chiéc
vac vao gilra hai con ngua
va di t0 khu dam lay dén
mét chd an ndp an toan
trong ring, ¢ do, ho sé pha
huy no.

Khong cd dau hiéu gi
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chirng tdé c6 nguGi & trong
can nha tranh. Tuy nhién,
khi dém xudng, mot ngon
nén loé sang trén 6 clra so.
Taran khé di’ng day va ron
rén ra khoi nha kho. Lan
theo bdng t6i, cau di dén
can nha thap va nhin vao.
Trong mot luc, cau didng
dd ra, kinh ngac, khdng thé
cr dong noi. ROi cdu quay
phat lai va chay that nhanh
vé cho nhirng ngudi khac.
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“T6i da nhin thay ho
trong doé!” Cau thi tham,
danh thdc chang ca si va
Gurgi day. “Trong ho khong
con giong nhu trudc niral”

“Cai gi?” Eilonwy kéu
lén. “Anh cd chac la anh da
khong di nham dén mot
can nha nao khac khong
day?”

“Tat nhién la khong
roi.” Taran vat lai. “Va néu
khong tin thi cac ban tu di

https: //thuviensach.vn



ma xem. Ho khéng con nhu
cl nira. Bung la van co ba
ngudi, nhung ho khac lam.
MOt nguGi dang chai len,
mot ngudGi dang xe sdi,
ngudi thl ba dang dét vai.”

“T6i doan,” chang ca si
noi, “do la cach ho tiéu thai
gid. O gitta dam lay buon
chan nay thi chang c6 may
viéc dé lam.”

“TOi phai tu di xem mdi
dugc.” Eilonwy tuyén bo.
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"Dét vai thi chang co gi la,
nhung ngoai viéc do ra thi
tdi khoéng thé hiéu noi
nhirng IGi anh noi.”

V8i Taran dan dau,
nhdm ban than trong ron
rén bo dén 6 clra s6. Dlng
nhu cau da noi. Trong can
nha tranh, ba ngudi dang
ban ron lam viéc, nhung
khong moét ai trong s6 ho
giong vdi Orddu, Orwen
hay Orgoch ca.
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“Ho dep qua!” Eilonwy
thi tham.

“T6i da nghe chuyén
cac mu phu thuy gia dang
nhitng c6 gai xinh dep,”
chang ca si lam bam,
“nhung t6i chua bao giG
nghe nhithg cd6 gai xinh
dep lai mudn gia dang lam
cac mu phu thuy xau xi ca.
N6 khong tu nhién chut
nao, va toi phai thu nhan la
nd khién tdi nodi da ga. Toi
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nghi ching ta nén lay chiéc
vac va chuon khoi day
ngay.”

“TOi khong biét ho la
ai,” Taran noi, “ nhung toi e
la ho c6 quyén luc manh
hon chdng ta tudng. Bang
cac nao do ching ta da gap
phai mot van dé.. toi
khong biét do la van dé gi
nira, nhung nd khién toi lo
lang. Bang, chung ta nén
lay chi€c vac cang sGm
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cang tét, nhung chung ta
phai dgi dén khi ho ngu cai
da.”

“Néu ho co6 di ngu.”
chang ca si nodi. “Bay giG
sau khi thay tat ca nhirng
diéu nay thi chang cb qi
con lam t6i ngac nhién
dudc nira, ngay ca néu ho
cd treo ngudc Ién nhu |G
dai.”

Trong moét Idc lau,
Taran sg rang chang ca si
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ndi ding va ba ba phu thuy
sé khong ngu nghé gi hét.
Nhom ban thay phién nhau
canh ching can nha, va
phai dén ldc gan sang thi
cay nén mdi dugc tat di.
MOt cach hét stic khod sg,
Taran van chan chu dgi
ti€p mot lat nira. Chang
may choc, mot ti€ng ngay
to tU trong nha vang ra.
“Han ho da bién hinh
lai nhu cli r6i.” chang ca si
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nhan xét. “To6i khong tudng
twgng ndi cac cd gai xinh
dep lai ngay nhu thé.
Khong, d6 la Orgoch day.
T6i c6 thé nhdn ra am
thanh do6 & bat ki dau.”
Trong bong téi tinh
mich van con vuadng lai cua
budi binh minh, nhém ban
vOi chay téi chuong ga, &
dé Eilonwy danh liéu thap
sang qua cau cua minh Ién.
Chi€c vac ngbi chom
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hom & gdéc clia no, den si
va dir tgn.

“Nhanh |én.” Taran ra
lénh, nam lay cai quai.
“Fflewddur va Eilonwy,
nhac hai cai vong ay; con
Gurgi, nhac phia bén kia
lén. Chung ta sé 16i nod ra
va budc no6 gilra hai con
ngua. San sang chua? Tat
ca cung nhac nao.”

Nhom ban c§ siic day
mot cU that manh, roi suyt
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nifa nga nhao ra dat. Chiéc
vac khong hé xé dich.

N6 nang hon toi
tudng.” Taran ndi. “Thu lai
nao.” Cau dinh chuyén cho
nam trén quai. Nhung tay
cau khong rat ra dugc. So
diéng nguGi, cau co kéo tay
ra. Chi vo ich.

“Nay,” chang ca si lam
bam, “hinh nhu tay toi bi
dinh cai gi thi phai.”

“TOi cling thé!” Eilonwy
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thét 1én, cd sic kéo tay
minh ra.

“Va Gurgi cling bi dinh
vao roi!” Gurgi khi€p sg ru
1én. “Oi, dau qua! N6 khong
thé cUr dong duoc!”

MOt cach tuyét vong,
nhém ban day téi day lui,
vat 16n véi ké dich bang sat
cam lang. Taran van va
giat manh tay cho dén khi
phat khoc vi kiét surc.
Eilonwy cling da mét pho
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guc xudng, tay van dinh
VAo cai vong sat nang trich.
Taran lai c6 giat ra mot lan
nira. Chi€c vac van gilr chat
cau.

MGt bong nguGi mac ao
choang den hién ra &
khung ctra.

“Orddu day!” chang ca
si kéu lén. “Lan nay thi
chiing ta chac chan bi bién
thanh cdc roi!”
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Chuong XIV: NGA GIA

Orddu, mat chdp chdp
vé ngai ngu va dau téc roi
bu han bao gid hét, budc
vao chubng ga. Theo sau
mu la hai mu phu thuy kia,
cing dang mac nhing
chi€c ao ngu phat pha, toc
khong bui Ién ma xoa xudi
xuong vai thanh nhing
dam that nuat roi tung. Ho
da lai c6 vé bé ngoai cua
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nhilrng mu phu thuy gia
xau xi, khong con chuat gi
giong vGi ba c6 gai ma
Taran d3 thdy qua ctra so.

Orddu gic cao mot cay
nén dang kéu xeo xeo va
cham cham nhin nhom
ban.

“0i, nhithg con cuu
non khdn khd!” Mu kéu lén.
“Chang da lam chuyén gi
thé nay? Chung ta da co
canh bao chung vé cai vac
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xau xa, nhung ddm ngdng
con udng nganh nay dau
cd chiu nghe. Oi trGi,” mu
buon ba tac IuGi, “qgid thi
nhirng ngon tay bé nho cua
ching da bi dinh vao do
roi.”

“Ba cd nghi la,” Orgoch
noi vGi mot tiéng thi tham
khan khan, “ching ta nén
di nhédm Ira khong?”

Orddu quay sang mu
ta. "Thoi di nao, Orgoch.”
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mu kéu Ién. “That la mot y
nghi kinh khung. Con qua
sGm dé nau bira sang ma.”

“Khoéng bao giG la qua
sém ca.” Orgoch 18m bam.

“Nhin chdng ma xem.”
Orddu au yém ndi. “Nom
chung hoang s¢ mdi dé
thuong lam sao! Nhu
nhirng con chim non chua
moc l6ng vay!”

"“Ba da chdi kham
ching t6i, Orddu!” Taran
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noi I6n. “Ba biét la chung
toi sé tim thay chiéc vac,
ba bi€t chuyén gi sé xay
ral”

“Sao, tat nhién Ia
ching ta biét, ga con cua
ta a.” Orddu diu dang dap.
“Ching ta chi to0 mo muon
tim hiéu xem cac con sé&
lam gi khi tim thay no. Va
gid thi cac con da tim thay
nd, va ching ta da biét
roil”
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Taran tuyét vong co
vat 16n dé ty gidi thoat
minh. Du khi€p sg, cau van
ngdng cao dau va nhin
thang vao Orddu vé thach
thirc. "Néu muon thi hay
gi€t chuang ta di, d6 phu
thuy doc ac!” cau kéu lén.
“Phai, ching ta sé lay trom
chi€c vac va pha huy no!
Va ta sé cO6 gang lam thé
ching nao con song!”
Taran dién tiét lao minh
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vao chiéc vac trog | va mot
lan n{ra lai van hét si’c mot
cach vo ich dé day no di.

“Toi rat thich ngam
chdng néi gidn, ba co thay
thé khong?” Orwen thi
tham hoi Orgoch moét cach
thich tha.

“Can than day,” Orddu
khuyén bao Taran, “cu
quay dap nhu thé thi con
chi s& tu lam minh dau
théi. Chung ta tha 16i cho
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con vi da goi ching ta la do
phu thuy db6c ac.” mu
khoang dung nodi. "“Con
dang tUc gian, chd ga con
tdi nghiép, va co thé ndi ra
bat ky diéu gi.”

“Cac ba la nhiing ké
xau xa!” Taran thét lén.
“Cac ba muon lam gi chung
téi cling dudc, nhung sGm
muodn gi cac ba cling sé bi
lat do6. Gwydion s& biét
chuyén gi da xay ra Vdi
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chung t6i. Va thay
Dallben...”

“bang, dung thé!”
Gurgi cling gao I6n. “Ho sé
tim thay cac ba, 6, dung
vay! Va sé tan cong va
trirng phat cac ba!”

“Nhirng con ga td cua
ta,” Orddu dap, “cac con
van chua hiéu sao? Xau xa
u? Lay trGi phu ho nhifng
trai tim bé nho cla cac con,
chung ta khong xau dau.”
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“Toi khong goi thé néy
la “tot” dau.” Chang ca si
1&m bam. it ra 1a néu xem
xét tu’ phia ca nhan to6i.”

“Tat nhién la khodng
roi.” Orddu dong y. “Chung
ta khong tot cing khdng
xau. Chi don gian la chung
ta thich moi viéc nhu hién
trang cua chung ma thoi.
Va hién trang clia moi viéc
lic nay thi cdé vé nhu cac
con da bi dinh vao chiéc
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vac roi.”

“Va cac ba khong them
quan tam!” Eilonwy ndi IGn.
“Nhu thé con té han ca xau
xa niral”

“Chac chan la chdng ta
cd quan tam chd, con than
yéu.” Orwen diu dang noi.
“Chi co6 dieu chung ta
khdng “quan tam” theo
cung mot cach nhu cac
con, hay dung han, “quan
tam” la mot tinh cam
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ching ta khong thé cb
dugc.”

“Thoi nao,” Orddu ndi,
“dung ban oOc vi nhirng
chuyén nhu thé nira. Ta cUf
ding day ndéi mai trong khi
bon ta co tin vui cho cac
con day. Hay dem chiéc
vac ra ngoai di, trong nay
ngot ngat lam, va toan mui
trirng, r6i ching ta sé cho
cac con biét. Bi nao.” mu
noéi thém, “Gid thi cac con
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cO thé nhac nd 1én roi day.”
Taran ném cho Orddu
mot cai nhin nghi ngg,
nhung danh liéu don suc
vao chiéc vac. NO nhuc
nhich, va cau cling nhan
thay tay minh da gd ra
dugc. Mot cach vat va,
nhdm ban xoay X3 nhac
chiéc vac nang trich Ién va
dem nd tu chudng ga ra.
Bén ngoai, mat trGi da
moc. Khi nhom ban dat
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chi€c vac xuong dat va Vvoi
va lui ra, nhitng tia nang
budi binh minh bién I18p sat
den thanh mau do 6i nhu
madul.
“bugc rbi, gid thi nhu
ta da ndi ban nay,” Orddu
nai ti€p, trong khi Taran va
cac ban xoa bop nhing
canh tay va ban tay dau
nhirc, “ching ta da ban bac
va dong y - ngay ca
Orgoch ciing dong y - rang
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cac con co thé cod dudc cai
vac néu cac con thuc su
muon no.”

“Cac ba dé cho ching

dem nd di u?” Taran
kéu lén. “Sau tat ca nhirng
gi cac ba da lam sao?”

“*Pang vay.” Orddu tra
I6i. “Chi€c vac nay hoan
toan vo tich su - ngoai tru
dé sinh ra bon Vac DAau.
Arawn da lam hc’)ng no,
khong con dung vao viéc gi
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khac dugc nira, cac con
cling ¢ thé tudng tugng ra
day. That dang buon,
nhung viéc da roi. Va ta xin
dam bao vdi cac con rang
IG Vac Dau la nhirng sinh
vat sau rot trén thé qidi
nay chung ta muon thay
quanh day. Ching ta da
quyét dinh rang cai vac
chang la gi ngoai mot thur
phién phdc doi vGi ching
ta. Va, bdi vi cac con la ban
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cua Dallben...”

“Cac ba chiu trao chiéc
vac cho chung toi sao?”
Taran kinh ngac ma@ IGi.

“Rat vui sudng da ta
cac ba.” Chang ca si ndi.

“Tu tu da nao, dan vit
con cla ta.” Orddu ngat |5i.
“Trao chiéc vac cho cac
con u? Oi, trGi a, khong!
Ching ta khong tu nhién
trao cai gi cho ai ca. Chi co
thd gi tu minh gianh dudc
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thi md&i dang dudc hudng.
Nhung ching ta sé cho cac
con mdt cd hdi d& mua lai
no.”

“Chung toi khong cdé
cla cai gi dé dem ra
thuong lugng ca.” Taran
bubn nan ndi. “Than 0i,
chung t6i hoan toan khong
co.”

“Ching ta khéng thé
mong cac con co thé tra gia
dat nhu Arawn dugc.”
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Orddu dap, “Nhu’ng chung
ta ddm chdc cac con co thé
tim dugc mot thd g| do dé
dem ra déi. O... d€ xem..
ngon Gi6 Bac trong mot cai
tui dugc khong?”

“Gi6 Bac!” Taran thot
lén. “Khdng thé dugc! Sao
cac ba lai c6 thé ma dén
chuyén...”

“Tot thoi,” Orddu noi,
“ching ta khong can cau ky
lam dau. Gid6 Nam cling
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dugc. N6 8m &p va dé chiu
hon nhiéu.”

“Cac ba dang ché nhao
ching t6i u?” Taran gian
dir kéu Ién. “Cai gia ma cac
ba doi hoi vugt qua sUc bat
ky ai trong s6 chung t6i.”

Orddu ngan ngu. “Co I€
cac con noi dung.” mu thira
nhan. “0O, thé thi thd gi
riéng tu hon vay. Ta nghi
ra roi!” Mu noi mim cudi vai
Taran. “Hay cho ching ta —
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hay cho ching ta ngay he
thd vi nhat ma con cd thé
nhé dugc! Con khéng thé
noi diéu do la qua suc
dugc, vi no thudc vé con
ma!”

“Pdng vay.” Orwen
hang hai noi. “Mot chiéu he
tuyét dep, ruc nang va day
nhifng mui huong ém ai.”

“Khéng cb cai gi ngot
ngao haon,” Orgoch [am
bam, hit ha qua k& rang,
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“so vd@i budi chiéu hé cua
mot con cuu non.”

“Lam sao tdi co thé cho
cac ba tha ay dugc?” Taran
phan doi. “"Hay bat ky ngay
nao khac, khi ma ching...
ching nam trong ngudi toi?
Cac ba khong thé Idy no ra
dugc! Y toi la...”

“Ching ta cé thé thu
xem."” Orgoch 1am bam.

Orddu kién nhan thd
dai. “bugdc roi, cac chu
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ngdng nhd cla ta. Ching
ta da dua ra nhitng ggi y
cua minh, va chdng ta rat
san long nghe goi y cla cac
con. Nhung nhd cho ky, dé
viec ddi chac dudc cong
bang, do phai la thir ma doi
v@i cac con cling quy gia
ngang vdi chiéc vac.”

“T6i rat quy thanh
gudm cua minh.” Taran
néi. "No la moét mon qua
cua thay Dallben va la
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thanh guom dau tién thuc
sy thugc vé t6i. D& doi lai
chi€c vac, t6i san sang lia
bo no.” Cau toan cdi dai
guom ra, nhung Orddu
phay tay vé thd o.

Mot thanh gudm u?”
Mu lac dau dap lai. “Trdi di,
khong, vit con cua ta a.
Chdng ta da cd nhiéu lam
roi — qua nhiéu la dang
khac. Va c6 nhiéu thanh
trong s6 chung la nhirng
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mén vii khi noi tiéng cla
nhirng chi€én binh v0 cung
hung manh.”

“Vay thi...” Taran ngap
ngung, “toi xin trao cho cac
ba Lluagor. N6 la mot con
chién ma rat cao quy.” Cau
dung lai khi thay Orddu
nhan mat. “Hay la,” cau
mién cudng ha giong noi
thém, “con ngua cua toi,
Melynlas, nd la con cua
Melyngar, chi€n ma cua
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chinh 6ng hoang Gwydion.
Khong cbé con ngua nao
chay nhanh hay virng chan
hon no. DO vai toi,
Melynlas quy bau haon tat
ca.”

“Ngua ay a?” Orddu
ndi. “Khdng, khoéng thé
dugdc. Phai cho chung an,
roi cham soc chung, phién
phic Iam. Hon nira, vdi
Orgoch thi cting kho ma cé
vat nuodi dugc.”
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Taran im lang mot hoi
lau. Mat cau ai di khi nghi
dén chiéc tram cai cua
Adaon va ban tay cau chop
1dy né nhu dé che chd. “Toi
chi co vay thoi.” cau cham
rai noi.

“Khong, khong!” Gurgi
kéu 1én, chen Ién duing
trudc ba mu phu thuy va
chia chiéc tui cua minh ra.
"Xin hay lay bau vat cua
Gurgi ay! Hay lay chiéc tui
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'II

dung d6 nhai gam nay

“Thdc an cling khéng.”
Orddu ndi. “Khong dudgc.
Ngudi duy nhat trong bon
ta quan tam dén thuc an la
Orgoch. Va ta chac chan
trong cai tui cua con khong
co th gi kha di khién ba ta
thich tha.”

Gurgi buon nan nhin
Orddu. “Nhung d6 la tat ca
nhitng gi Gurgi khén kho
co.” No lai chia chiéc tui ra.
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Mu phu thuy mim cudi
va lac dau. Tay Gurgi roi
xuong bén canh minh; vai
né ri xubng va nd rau ri
quay di.

“Han cac ba thich do
trang surc.” Eilonwy noi xen
vao. CO rut chi€c nhan &
ngon tay minh va dua cho
Orddu xem. “Pay la mot vat
rat dep.” Eilonwy noi.
“Chinh 6ng hoang Gwydion
da tang no cho t6i. Ba co
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thay vién ngoc khong? Noé
dugc cham khac bai ngudi
My Toc day.” )
Orddu cam chiéc nhan,
dua no Ién sat mat va nheo
mat lai ngam nghia. “bPang
yéu, dang yéu lam.” mu
néi. “Rat dep. Ciing dep
gan bang con day, con ctru
non cla ta. Nhung c6 xua
hon nhiéu. Khong, ta e la
khong dugc. Chung ta co
nhiéu th nhu vay lam.
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Qua thuc, ching ta khong
mudn co6 thém nira. Hay
gilr 1ay no, ga con cua ta,
mot ngay kia con sé dung
nd vao mot viéc gi do co
ich, nhung chdng ta thi
chac chan la khéng.” Mu
tra chi€c nhan cho Eilonwy,
cO budbn ba deo nd lai vao
ngon tay minh,

“T6i con mot vat quy
gia khac.” Eilonwy noi ti€p.
Co thoc tay vao nép ao
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choang va 16i qua cau vang
ra. “bay.” Co noi, xoay nod
trong tay minh dé né toa ra
anh sang ruc rd. “Né hay
hon mot cay den nhiéu.”
Eilonwy ndi. “N6 cé thé
khién ta nhin thay moi vat
khac di, ro rang han. No rat
cé ich.”

“Con dinh trao no cho
ching ta nhu thé that la
dang yéu Orddu noi.
“Nhung nd ciling lai la mot
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thd ma ching ta khodng
that su’ can dén.”

“Cac ba, cac ba nay!”
Fflewddur kéu Ién. “Cac ba
da bo qua mot mén hai roi
day.” Anh budc tdi truGc va
thao cay dan hac trén vai
ra. “T6i cd thé hiéu tai sao
chiéc tUi dung thdc an va
nhirng th( dai loai nhu' vay
lai khdng thé khién cac ba
thich thd. Nhung to6i xin cac
ba hdy cadn nhac vé cay

https://thuviensach.vn



dan hac nay. Cac ba chi co
mot minh trong khu dam
lay am dam nay,” anh noi
ti€p, “va chut it am nhac
dung la th cac ba can.
Cay dan hac nay cb thé
tu choi ducc.” Fflewddur
noi ti€p. Anh dat cay dan
uon lugn tuyét dep Ién vai,
chi hoi cham vao cac day
dan, va mot diéu nhac du
ducng vang lén tran ngap
trong khong trung. “Cac ba
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thay chua?” chang ca si
kéu Ién. “Khong phai lam gi
hét!”

*0O, hay that!” Orwen

lam bam vé tiéc nudi. “Va
th& nghi dén nhirng bai hat
ching ta cd thé hat cho vui
xem.”
Orddu ngd ky cay dan
hac. “Ta thay rat nhiéu day
dan da bi ndi lai. Chang bi
ngam mua nang hay sao
thé?”
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“Khong, khong phai do
mua nang dau.” Chang ca
si ndi. “VG@i toi thi chung rat
hay dut. Chi khi nao toi...
khi toi thém that cho cau
chuyén mot chat thoi. Toi
ddm chac cac ba sé khong
gap phai rac roi ay dau.”

“Ta cb thé hiéu tai sao
anh lai quy trong no.”
Orddu ndi. “Nhung, néu
mudén c6 am nhac thi
ching ta co thé goi vai con
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chim dén. Khong, sau khi
suy xet ky thi ndé cling chi
thém phién thoi. Phai ludn
lén day cho noé gilr dung
am va cac th dai loai thé.”

“Cac con c6 chac Ia
khong con thd gi nira
khong?” Orwen khap khdi
hy vong hai.

“Chi c6 thé thoi.”
Chang ca si chan nan tra
IGi. “D0 la tat ca r6i. Tru khi
cac ba muodn ca ao choang
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trén lung chdng toi nira.”

“Lay trGi phu hd cac
con, khong dau!” Orddu
ndi. “Pan vit nho cac con di
ma lai khong co chung thi
that khong hay chut nao.
Cac con sé chét cong mat.
Va dén luc do thi co chiéc
vac cling dau con tich su gi
dau?

Ta rat ti€c, nhirng chd
ga con cua ta a.” Orddu noi
ti€ép. "Co ve dung la cac
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con khong co6 thd gi ma
chdng ta thich that. Tot
thoi, ching ta sé qilr lay
chiéc vac, con cac con hay
di di.”
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Chucng XV: VAC DAU
DEN

“Tam biét, nhirng con
cU nho cua ta.” Orddu ndi,
quay Vvé phia can nha
tranh. “That ti€c la cac con
khong mac ca dudgc gi voi
chung ta. Nhung moi viéc
la vay. H3y bay vé to di, va
gui IGi chao than ai cua
chung ta dén cho bé
Dallben nhé.”
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“Xin hay dgi!” Taran voi
goi to va budc theo sau
mu. Eilonwy nhan ra y dinh
clia cau, hét Ién mot tiéng
phan d6i va tum lay canh
tay cau. Taran nhe nhang
ddy c6 sang bén. Orddu
dung lai va quay dau nhin
cau.

“Con... con mot thu
nira.” Taran ha thap giong
noi. Cau cang ngudi lén va
hit mot hoi that sau. “Chiéc
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tram toi dang cai day, mot
mon qua cua Adaon, con
trai cua Taliesin.”

“Tram a?” Orddu ndi, to
mo nhin cau. “Mot chiéc
tram cai a? Phai, cai do nhe
cd vé hay day. Co Ié dung
la th chung ta muon ciing
nén. Lé ra con nén nhac
dén n6 sGm han mdi phai.”

Tran ngang dau Ién va
mat cadu gap mat Orddu.
Trong giay lat ay, cau cam
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thady nhu ho chi cd6 mot
minh. Cau cham cham dua
tay l1én c6 va cdm nhén sUrc
manh cla chiéc tram cuobn
cudn trong ngudi. “Ba da
dua gidn vdi chung toi tu
nay gid, Orddu a.” cau thi
tham. “Ba da nhin thay toi
deo chi€c tram cua Adaon
ngay tu khi ching toi dén
day. Ba da biét ro no la vat

N/4

gi.
“Piéu dd thi cd quan
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trong gi?” Orddu tra 1Gi. “No
van la lua chon cua con,
cho du con c6 muon dem
nd ra trao do6i hay khéng.
Phai, chung ta biét rat ro
chi€c tram cai nay. Menwy,
con trai Teirgwaedd, ca si
hat rong dau tién, da lam
ra nd tUr cach day lau lIam
roi.”

“Ba di cd thé giét
chidng t6i” Taran 1am bam,
“va cudp lay chi€c tram.”
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Orddu mim cudi buon
rau. “Con khéng hiéu sao,
chiu ga con tOi nghiép?
Cling nhu chinh tri thuc,
chan ly va tinh yéu, chiéc
tram phai dudc trao di mot
cach tu nguyén, néu khong
thi quyén luc clia nod sé bi
pha vG8. Va dung la no co
rat nhiéu quyén luc day. Ca
diéu nay nira con cling phai
hiéu. BGi vi Menwy Ca si da
phu phép cho n6 bang mot
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cau than thd rat manh, va
truyén cho nd nhirng giac
md, tri thi’c, cung nhiing
IGi tién tri. V&i mot chiéc
tram nhu th€, mot chu vit
nhd co thé gianh dudc rat
nhiéu danh ti€ng va vinh
quang. Ai cd thé ndi trudc
dugc? Ciu ta cd thé sé
danh bai tat ca cac anh
hung trén toan xJ Prydain
nay, tham chi ca Gwydion,
ong hoang dong ho Don
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nira.

Hay suy nghi cho ky,
chu vit nho cua ta,” Orddu

*mot khi con da tu bo
nd, nd sé khong con tac
dung vdi con nira dau. Con
c6 mudn ddi né 18y mot cai
vac xau xa ma con chi co y
dinh pha huy khong?”

Cam chiéc tram cai
trong tay, Taran cay dang
nhd lai rd rang niém vui khi
cam nhan moi hinh anh,
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moi mui huadng, khi nhin
thay tung giot suong trén
mang nhén, khi cu nhirng
ngudi ban dong hanh khoi
vu I dat, nhd lai 10i Gurgi
ca nggi su uyén bac cua
cau, nhd lai anh mat
ngudng mo cua Eilonwy, va
nhd lai Adaon da tin tudng
giao chiéc tram cho cau ra
sao. Mot lan nira, cau lai
cam nhan niém tu hao khi
cd dudc sUc manh va tri
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thirc. DUdi chan cau, chiéc
vac xau xi nhu dang cuGi
ché nhao.

Taran gat dau, gan
nhu khong noi nén [Gi.
“Pugc.” cau nang né dap.
“Pay sé la vat trao ddi cla
t6i.” Cau tu tu thao chiéc
trém trén co ra. Khi ciu tha
miéng sat vao tay Orddu,
nhu thé mot tia sang run
ray, loé 1én roi tit ngam
trong tim cau, va cau suyt
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nira khoc oa Ién vi dau dén
tot cung.

“Xong, chu ga con cua
ta!” Orddu reo Ién. “Chiéc
trdm cai doéi 1dy Vac Tai
Sinh!”

Quanh cau, nhing
ngudi ban dong hanh ding
lang 1€ va u ri. Hai tay
Taran siét chat lai. “Chiéc
vac la cla chung t6i,” cau
noi, nhin thang vao mat
Orddu, “cé dung vay
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khong? No la cia chung toi
va ching t6i cd thé lam gi
vG@i né cling dugc?”

“"Sao? Tat nhién la thé
roi, con chim nho than
yéu.” Orddu ndi. “Chung ta
khong bao gic boi udc
trong mot cudc doi chac ca.
NS hoan toan thudc vé cac
con, khong con nghi nga gi
nira.”

“Trong chubng ngua
cua cac ba,” Taran noi, “toi
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nhin thay c6 bua va thanh
sat. Cac ba cho chung toi
dung ching dugc khong?
Hay 1a,” cau chua chat noi
thém, “chdng toi lai phai
tra mot cai gia ntra?”

“Cac con cU tu nhién
dung chuing.” Orddu dap.
“Chang ta sé tinh n6 vao
mot phan cua cubc trao
doi, vi con ding la mot chu
ga nhép tao gan, cht'mg ta
phai thira nhan nhu vay.”
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Taran dan nhém ban
dén chudng ngua va dung
lai & d6. “Tdi hiéu cac ban
da co6 lam gi.” cau khé nai,
[dn lugt ndm tay ting
ngudi. “Moi nguGi trong cac
ban déu san sang tu bo
thd ma minh yéu quy nhat
vi toi. TOi rat mung la
Orddu da khong lay cay
dan hac cua anh, Fflewddur
a.” cau noi. “Toi biét anh sé
dau kho ra sao néu khdng
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cd am nhac, tham chi con
hon ca toi khi khong co
chi€c tram. Va Gurgi, 1€ ra
cau khong bao giG nén tim
cach hy sinh chi€c tui thuc
an cua minh chi vi t6i. Va
Eilonwy, chiéc nhan va qua
cau cua cb6 qua hitu ich va
quéa dep, khdng thé dem ra
doi 18y mot cai vac xau xi
duac.

Tat ca nhirng thu nay,”
Taran ndi, “gid con dang
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quy gap doi. Va cac ban
cling vay, dung la nhirng
ngudi ban dong hanh chan
chinh tét nhat trén doi.”
Cau vO lay mot chiéc bua
dang dua vao tuong. “Di
thoi, ching ta van con mot
viec phai lam no6t cho
xong.”

Trang bi bang nhiing
gdy sat va bua ta, nhom
ban voi va quay trd lai can
nha tranh va trong khi ba
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mu phu thuy t0 mo6 ngam
nhin, Taran gid cay bua
lén. Van hét sic minh, cau
giang nd xuong chiéc vac.
Chiéc bua nay bat Ién.
Cai vac rung Ién nhu tiéng
chubng sau tham bao trudc
ngay tan thé, nhung khong
hé suy chuyén. V3i mot
tiEng thét tdc gian, Taran
lai giang bda xudng. Chang
ca si va Eilonwy cling dién
cuodng dap tdi tap, trong khi
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Gurgi dung mot thanh sat
nén I8y nén dé 1én chiéc
vac.

Bat chdp cd gang cua
ho, chiéc vac van khong_bi
chit ton hai nao. UGt dam
moO hoi va kiét suc, Taran
tua vao chi€c bla cua minh
va lau khuon mat dang
rong rong mo hoi.

“Lé ra cac con phai cho
ching ta biét trugc y dinh
cla cac con chd, dan
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ngodng con cua ta.” Orddu
ndi. “Khong thé lam vay Vi
chiéc Vac Tai Sinh dau, cac
con biét day.”

“Cai vac gid la cua
chung t6i.” Eilonwy vac lai.
“Taran da phai tra mot cai
gia qua dat r6i. Néu ching
t6i c6 mudn dap nat no thi
cing la chuyén riéng cua
chang t6i!”

“Tat nhién r6i,” Orddu
dap, “va cac con cU viéc go
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dap no tu gid cho dén khi
chim xay to lai cling dugc.
Nhung, nhirng con ngong
nhd ngdc nghéch cua ta di,
cac con sé khong bao giG
pha huy dugc no6 theo cach
ay dau. TrGi a, khong, cac
con lam sai hét r6i!”

Gurgi, dang dinh bo
vao long chiéc vac va tan
cong no tu trong ra, dung
lai d€ 1dng nghe khi Orddu
ti€p tuc ndi.
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“Vi chiéc vac la cua cac
con roi,” mu ndi, “cac con
cd quyén biét lam cach nao
dé pha huy dugc nd. Chi co
mot cach thoi, rat don gian
va gon ghé.”

“Cho chung toi biét di!”
Taran kéu 1én. “Pé ching
toi cd thé tdng kh(r cai vat
Xau xa nay!”

“MOt ngudGi sbng phai
tréo vao trong do.” Orddu

6i. “Khi d9, chi€c vac sé tu
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tan vG. Nhung” mu noi
thém, “chi cd6 mot diéu hai
kho chiu thoi, do la con vit
nhé khén khd nao tréo vao
trong chiéc vac sé khong
bao gid con co thé sdng sot
dé tréo ra dugc nira.”

Vi mot tiéng kéu
khi€p sd, Gurgi nhay phat
ra xa chié€c vac va chay di
mot quang an toan, & do,
no dién ti€t vung thanh sat
ctia minh Ién va d d&f nam
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dam vé phia cai vac.

“Phai,” Orddu mim
cudi, “chi cé cach dd thai.
Con chi mat mot cai tram
dé doéi 1y chiéc vac, nhung
phai mat mét mang nguGi
dé€ phd huy no. Khéng
nhirng th€, ké nao hy sinh
mang minh dé& pha huy
chi€c vac phai lam diéu do
mot cach tu nguyén va biét
ro diéu minh dang lam.

Va giG thi, dan ga con
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cua ta,” mu ndi tiép,
“ching ta that su phai ndi
IGi chia tay thoi. Orgoch
dang budn ngu lam. Cac
con da danh thdc ching ta
day qua s6m, cac con biét
day. Tam bi€t, tam biét.”
mu dua tay Ién vay roi
cung v@i hai mu phu thuy
kia quay vao trong can nha
tranh.

“Khoan da!” Taran hét
|én. “Hay cho chung toi biét
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di, khong con cach nao
khac sao?” Cau chay tdi
bén canh cura.

Cai dau cua Orddu 16 ra
mot thoang. “Khdng con
cach nao khac ca, ga con
cua ta a.” mu ndi va lan
dau tién trong giong noi
cta mu cé moét thoang
thuang hai.

Canh cira doéng sap
trudc mat Taran. Cau tuyét
vong dam mai |én no;
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nhung ba mu phu thuy
khong dap lai nira. Ngay ca
6 clra so cling dot nhién toi
sam lai nhu bi che phu bdi
mot man sudng den khong
thé choc thdng noi.

“Khi Orddu va cac ban
cua ba ta nodi Ioi tu biét,”
chang ca si nhan xét, “thi
ho noi that day. Toi khong
nghi chung ta s€ gap lai ho
nira dau.” Mat anh ta tuadi
lén mot chat. “Va do la tin
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tidc dang phan khdéi nhat
ma téi dugc nghe tu sang
dén gic.”

Taran mét méi budng
rdgi cay bua xuong dat.
“Chac chan phai c6 diéu gi
khac ching ta cd thé lam
ch. Mac du chudng ta
khéng thé pha huy chiéc
vac, chung ta cling khong
thé bd nd lai dugc.”

“Hay giau ndé di”
Fflewddu ggi y, “chon né
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di. Va toi dé nghi lam cang
sGm cang t6t. Ciu cd thé
chac chan la chdng ta sé
khdng tim dugc ai tu
nguyén nhay vao do pha
v3 no dau.”

Taran lac dau. “Khong,
ching ta khéng thé gidu né
di dugc. Khong sdm thi
muon Arawn cling sé tim ra
nd, va moi c6 gang cula
chung ta sé thanh cong coc
hét. Thay Dallben han sé
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biét.” cau noi ti€p. “Chi mot
minh thay ay cdé du uyén
bac dé xur ly chiéc vac.
Chinh Gwydion cling co y
dinh dem chiéc vac vé Caer
Dallben. GiG dé sé la nhiém
vu cua chung ta.”
Fflewddur gat dau. “Toi
doan la diéu an toan duy
nhat. Nhung no la mot thd
quai thai cong kénh, toi
khong bi€t lam cach nao
bén ngudi ching ta cd thé

https://thuviensach.vn



16i né di qua nhirng dudng
nui dugc.”

Phia truGc can nha
tranh im lim, nhém ban
dan Lluagor va Melynlas ra,
roi budc chiéc vac va gilra
hai con chién ma. Gurgi va
Eilonwy cam cudng dat hai
con ngua phai kéo nang,
trong khi Taran va chang
ca si di b0, mot nguGi di
trudc, mot ngudi di sau, dé
gilr virng chiéc vac.
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Mac du rat nong long
rdi khoi can nha tranh cau
Orddu, Taran khong dam
danh lieu di qua khu dam
lay Morva nira. Thay vao
do, cau quyét dinh nhom
ban sé di mot quang trén
nén dat c’ng ¢ mép dam
va men theo vong cung
hinh ban nguyét cua dam
lay cho td&i khi ho dén dudc
canh dong hoang.

“budng ay xa hon,”
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Taran noi, “ nhung khu dam
lay lai quéa hiém hdc. Lan
truGe toi co chiéc tram cua
Adaon dan dudng. Gig thi,”
cau noéi thém vai mot tiéng
thé dai, “toi e rang toi s8&
chi dan chudng ta dén cung
mot két cudc nhu bon Thg
San thoi.”

"Po cling la mot y hay
day!” Chang ca si kéu Ién.
“Khong phai la cho chung
ta,” anh voi ndi thém, “ma
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la cho chi€éc vac ay. Hay
ném cac vac chét tiét nay
chim xudng cat lan di!”

“*Khong, cam on
nhi€u!” Eilonwy dap. “Dén
khi tim dugc cho cat Iun thi
ching ta cling chim luon
vGi cai vac r6i. Néu 0Ong
mét thi ching ta cd thé doi
chd va 6ng c6 thé dan
Melynlas.”

“Khong, khong hé.”
Fflewddur 18m bam. “N6
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khong nang dén thé dau.
Toi thay day la mot cach
ren luyén suc khoe rat hay.
MOt ngudi ho Fflam khong
bao giG chun budc cal!”

Anh ta vua dat IGi thi
mot sgi day dan bat tung,
nhung chang ca si khong
thém dé y dén no vi dang
qua ban biu gilr cho chiéc
vac khoi chao dao.

Taran lang I€ budc, chi
m& miéng dé chi hudng
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cho Eilonwy va Gurgi. Ho di
ti€p sudt ngay hom ay,
thinh thoang mdi dung lai
nghi. Mac du vay, dén khi
mat trgi Ian thi Taran nhan
ra ho chi méi di dudgc mot
quang ngan va chua dén
gan dudc canh dong hoang
rong ménh mong. Cau con
nhan thay ca su mét moi
cua minh cling nang né
nhu chinh chi€c vac véy,
mot cam giac mét moi ma
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cau chua bao gig chu y dén
khi con deo chiéc tram cai
cua Adaon.

Ho cam trai trén mot
canh dong thach nam trong
trai va lanh 1€o, phu day
sugng mu boc Ién tu dam
lay Morva. O do, ho théo
chiéc vac ra khoi hai con
ngua mét moi va Gurgi lay
thirc an tu trong chiéc tui
cla nd ra. Sau bira an,
Fflewddur phan chan trg
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lai. M3c du con run ray vi
lanh va &m uét, chang ca si
dat cay dan hac lén vai va
tim cach lam dam ban
phan khdi hon bang mot
bai hat vui vé. )

Taran, thudng van rat
hao huc dudc nghe chang
ca si chadi nhac, gid ngoi
tach xa mot quang, rau ri
nhin chi€c vac. Mot lat sau,
Eilonwy lai gan va dat tay
|én vai cau.
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“Toi biét rang diéu nay
khéng thé an Ui anh dugc,”
cd ndi, “nhung néu anh
nhin moi viéc theo cach
khac thi thuc ra anh khong
hé tU bo bat ky thd qi.
Ping la anh d3 danh doi
chi€c tram va moi quyén
luc di kem vdi nd. Nhung
anh khong thay sao? Tat ca
nhifng quyén luc do6 déu
xuat phat tu chinh chiéc
tram; ching dau phai la
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cua anh.

Toi nghi,” c6 ndi thém,
"s€ t& hon nhiéu néu phai
tu bo mot ngay he. Y toi la
do mdi chinh la mot phan
cua anh that. T6i biét, toi
sé khong mudn tuU bo bat
ky ngay he nao cua minh,
hay tham chi mot ngay
dong di chang nlra. Vi vay,
néu anh nghi cho ky lai thi
Orddu dau c6 lay dicua
anh cai gi; anh van la ban
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than minh, va anh khong
thé& chdi cai dudc diéu do!”

“Pung thé.” Taran dap.
“T6i van chi [a mo6t thang
Phu - Chan Ign. Lé ra toi
phai biét rang bat ky diéu
gi qua tt dep sé khong thé
kéo dai lau dugc.”

“C6 thé ding nhu vay,’
Eilonwy ndi, “"nhung xét vé
chuyén Phu - Chan Ign thi
t6i nghi anh la mét ngudi
cuc ky xuat sac. Hay tin toi
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di, toi khong nghi ngd chut
nao vé€ viéc anh la nguGi
Phu - Chan Ign gidi nhat
trén toan xU' Prydain nay.
Co bao nhiéu nguGi Phu -
Chan Ign khac thi téi khong
biét, nhung doé la chuyén
lac dé r6i. Va toi khong
nghi la bat ky ai trong s6
ho c6 thé lam nhirng diéu
anh da lam.”

“T6i khoéng thé lam gi
khac.” Taran ndi, “Néu
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khong thi chdng ta sé
khong cé dugc chiéc vac.
Orddu ndi ho chi quan tam
dén moi viéc nhu & nguyén
trang cua chung.” cau noi
ti€p, “Gio thi toi tin, ho chi
quan tam dén moi_ viéc
nhu ching phai dién ra
thi dang haon.

Adaon biét s6 phan cua
anh ay da dugc dinh doat,”
Taran ti€p tuc, quay sang
Eilonwy, giong cau trd nén
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virng vang han, “va anh ay
da khong tron chay no,
mac du nd khi€n anh ay
phai mat mang.

Pbugc thoi,” cau tuyén
b, “néu toi cling da c6 mot
sO6 phan dugc dinh san thi
toi sé doi mat véi no. TOi
chi hy vong rang t6i co thé
can dam doi mat vai nod
nhu Adaon ma thoi.”

“Nhung clng duUng
quén,” Eilonwy noi thém,
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“cho du chuyén gi khac xay
ra thi anh cling da gianh
dugc chiéc vac cho
Gwydion, cho cu Dallben va
tat ca chung ta. bo la diéu
ma khdng ai co thé cudp di
cua anh. Chi riéng diéu do
thoi cling da cho anh du ly
do dé tu hao roi.”

Taran gat dau. “Phai,
t6i da lam dudc ngan ay.”
Cau khong ndi gi nlia va
Eilonwy l&ng 18 d& ciu ngoi
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lai do.

Rat lau sau, khi nhirng
nguci khac da di ngu,
Taran van ngdi nhin cham
cham vao chiéc vac. Cau
nghi that ky vé nhiing diéu
Eilonwy da ndi; noi tuyét
vong cua cau vai di chut it
va long tu hao dang lén
trong cdu. Chang bao lau
nira chi€c vac sé dudc giao
vao tay Gwydion va su
ménh dai ddng dang nay
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sé két thuc. “Minh da lam
dugc ngan ay.” Taran nhac
di nhac lai véi chinh minh,
va mot si'c manh mdi me
nay ng trong tim cau.

Tuy nhién, khi ngon gio
than van théi qua céanh
dong thach nam va chiéc
Vac Tai Sinh ding U Iu
tru6c mat cau nhu mot
bong den bang sat, cau lai
nghi vé chiéc tram, rbi cau
vui mat vao hai ban tay va
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khoc.
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Chuang XVI: DONG
SONG

Giac ngu dém do cua
Taran khong khién cau
thay khoé khoan hon Ia
bao va hau nhu khong lam
giam bét su mét nhoc. Tuy
vay, dén luc binh minh, cau
van day cung nhirng nguGi
ban dong hanh va véi mot
no luc to In, ho lai bat dau
budc chi€c vac vao Lluagor
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va Melynlas. Khi lam xong,
Taran nhin quanh vé lo
ngai.

“Trén nhithg canh
déng nay chang co gi dé
che chan cho ching ta ca.”
cau ndéi. “T6i da hy vong
ching ta cd thé di trén
dong bang, ndi d6 cudc
hanh trinh sé dé dang hon.
Nhung t6i sg Arawn sé phai
bon quai diéu di tim chiéc
vac. S6Gm mudn gi chung
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cling tim thay ching ta
thdéi, va & ch0 nay thi
ching ¢4 thé bd nhao
xudng chung ta chang khac
nao diéu hau bat ga con.”

“Xin dirng nhac dén ga
con nira.” chang ca si nhan
mat noi. “Toi phai nghe cai
tr do tU miéng Orddu da
da 1am roi.”

“Gurgi s€ bao vé cau
chd nhan tu!” Gurgi kéu
|én.
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Taran mim cuGi va dat
tay Ién vai Gurgi. “Ta biét
mi sé cO hét si’c minh.” cau
néi. "Nhung tat ca chung ta
gop vao cling khong du suc
chéng choi lai tham chi chi
mét con quai diéu.” Taran
lac dau. “Khong,” cau mien
cuéng noi, “td6i nghi tot
nhat la chung ta nén ré vé
hudng Bac va di vé khu
rung Idris. D6 la duGng dai
nhat nhung it ra n6 ciing
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che chan dugc cho ching
ta phan nao.”

Eilonwy dong Y.
“Thudng thi khong khon
ngoan chut nao khi di
ngudc lai hudng minh
muon dén.” c6 noi. “Nhung
cac ban co thé dam chac la
t6i khong muon phai chéng
lai bon quai diéu chut ndo.”

“Vay thi hay Ién dudng
thoi.” Fflewddur ndi. “Mot
ngudi ho Fflam khong bao
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gid nan chi ca! Mac du
nhitng khdép xucng dau
nhlc cla toi cam thay nhu
thé nao thi lai la chuyén
khac!”

Khi di ngang qua
nhitng canh doéng hoang,
nhdm ban khéng gap phai
khé khan nao, nhung khi
da dén khu rung Idris roi,
chi€c vac tré nén nang né
hon. Mac du co nhirng cay
cao, bui ram che chd va
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bao vé cho ho nhung 6i di
lai rat hep. Lluagor va
Melynlas vap nga luon, va
bdt chdp <6 gang kién
cuéng nhat, chuang van
khéng thé kéo chiéc vac
qua nhirng bui cay.

Taran cat tiéng goi ra
hiu dung lai. “Hai con
ngua cua chung ta da keéo
hét strc minh r6i.” cau ndi,
vO VO cdi cd dam md hoi
cua Melynlas. “GiG dén lugt
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chdng ta phai gilp chung.
Toi uGc gi c6 Doli ¢ day.”
Cau tha dai. “Toi chac la
ong ay sé nghi ra mot diéu
gi do thong minh. Lam mot
cdi cang bang canh cay va
day leo chang han.”

“bang!” Eilonwy kéu
I€n. “Chinh anh vua nodi ra
day con gi! Anh dang dan
dudng rat tot tham chi khi
khong co chiéc tram cua
Adaon!”
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Taran va chang ca si
dung guom chat nhirng
canh cdy chac khoé, trong
khi Eilonwy va Gurgi giat
day leo tu cac than cay
xuong. Taran phan chan
hon mot chat khi cau thay
chiéec cang thanh hinh
ding nhu du dinh cua cau.
Nhdm ban nhac chi€c vac
én d6 va ti€ép tuc Ién
dudng. Nhung ngay ca khi
chi€c cang dG cho phan

https://thuviensach.vn



nao thi ho van tién lén hét
sic cham chap va khéd
nhoc.

“Oi, nhiftng canh tay
mét moi khon kho.” Gurgi
than van. “Oi cdng viéc lao
luc m@i vat va lam sao! Cai
vac Xxau xa nay bién chung
ta thanh nd 1€ moét cach
doc ac va tan nhan biét
bao! Oi, dau dén qua! Tu
gid Gurgi yéu &t sé khong
bao gio tu nguyén raGi khoi
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Caer Dallben nira!”

Taran nghién chat
rang, trong khi nhirng canh
cay tho rap cua vao vai.
Cau cling cam thay dudng
nhu cai vac xau xi, nang
trich cd mot su song ky la
cua riéng no. Cai Vac Tai
Sinh, thap be va dinh day
vét mau, trong tranh sau
lung, trong khi cau loang
choang vugt qua nhirng bui
ram. NO mac vao nhing
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canh cay chia ra nhu thé cd
tinh bam chat lay chung.
Thudng thuong, moi khi bi
can lai dot ngot nhu vay,
nhom ban lai bi mat thang
bang va nga Ion nhao. Roi
sau d6, mot cach vat va,
ho lai phai nhac chiéc vac
dat lén cai cang moét lan
nira. Mdc du trGi lanh dén
ndi hai thd clia ho pha ra
trang xo3, quan 40 ho van
uwét dam md héi va gan
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nhu bi xé toi ta vi vudng
vao nhirng bui gai.

Cay cOi da tré nén ram
rap han, va mat dat doc Ién
mot dinh d6i. V&i Taran,
chi€c vac nhu ndng Ién
theo moi budc chan. Cai
miéng ha hoc nhao bang
clia né nhu dang ché giéu
cau, va no vat kiét sirc cau
trong khi cau c6 hét suc
kéo no Ién con dudng doc
ding.
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Nhom ban da lén gan
dén dinh doi thi mot trong
nhirng canh cay lam gia dd
gdy danh rac. Chiéc vac lao
xuong dat va Taran ciing
dam dau nga theo. bau
dén cd6 ding day va xoa
xoa vai, cau nhin cham
cham cai vac dang ghét va
lac dau.

WO ich thoi,” Taran
hdn hén noi, “ching ta sé
khéng bao gid co thé kéo
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nd qua rung dudc. Cé co
cling chang ich gi.”

“Anh n6i c0 nhu
Gwystyl vay.” Eilonwy nhan
xét. "Néu khong md mat thi
toi khdng thé thay dugc su
khac biét dau.”

“Gwystyl u!” chang ca
si kéu lén, rau ri nhin hai
ban tay phong rOp cua
minh. “T6i ghen ty vGi lao
gia trong hang tho ay day!
Poi khi toi nghi 6ng ta da
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noi dung.”

“Chung ta qua it ngudi,
khéng thé vac mot ganh
nang nhu thé nay duogc.”
Taran tuyét vong noi. “NEu
thém dugc mot con ngua
hay mét ngudi nira thi co
thé cd co hdi. Ching ta sé
chi tu Ira doi chinh minh
néu nghi ching ta cd thé
den chiéc vac vé Caer
Dallben.”

“Co |é dung nhu vay,”

https://thuviensach.vn



Eilonwy mét moi thd dai.
"“Nhung t6i khong biét
chidng ta con co thé lam gi
dudc nira, ngoai tru IUra doi
chinh minh. Va co khi dén
lic ay thi ching ta da vé
dén nha roi cling nén.”
Taran cat mot canh cay
mdai cho cai cang nhung tim
cau nang triu nhu chinh
chi€c vac vay. Va khi nhém
ban da hi huc van dudc
ganh nang ay lén dinh doi
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roi lai xuéng mot thung
ling sau, Taran gan nhu
guc xuong vi tuyét vong.
Truc mat ho, dong sbng
dang chay xiét nhu mot
con mang xa khoéng 16 mau
nau dir tgn.

Taran U rd nhin dong
nudc cudn cudn hoi lau roi
quay di. "S6 phan da dinh
rang ching ta sé khong
bao gid c6 thé dem chiéc
vac vé Caer Dallben dugc.”
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“V& van!” Eilonwy kéu
lén. “"NEu giG anh bo cudc
thi anh da tu bo chiéc tram
clia Adaon mot cach vo ich!
Con té hon ca deo day
chuyén cho mét con cu roi
lai d& nd bay méat!”

“Néu tb6i khong lam,”
Fflewddur s6t sang noi, “thi
day la song Tevvyn. Toi da
ti'ng vugt qua nd vé phia
Bic, gan dau nguon.
Nhirng di€éu nguGi ta thu
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thap dudc khi lam mot ca si
lang thang that dang ngac
nhién.”

“Than 0i, no cling
chdng dem lai cho ching ta
diéu gi tot dep ca, anh ban
a,” Taran noi, “tru’ khi
chdng ta lai c thé quay vé
phuang Bic va vugt qua
cho dong song hep han.”

“Co vé & dudi kia nudc
nong han.” Eilonwy noi, chi
vé hudng ndi dong song
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uon lugn quanh mot bg dat
moc day lau lach. “Budgc
roi, Taran x Caer Dallben,”
c6 ndi, “bay gio ching ta sé
lam gi nao? Chung ta
khéng thé ngdi day cho
dén khi bon quai diéu, hay
tham chi la th& gi khac
dang sd hadn, tim thay
ching ta, va chac chan
ching ta cling khdng thé
quay lai tim Orddu va xin
dai lai chiéc vac dugc.”
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Taran hit mét hai dai.
"“Néu cac ban déu san
long,” cau ndi, “thi chung
ta sé cO vugt sbng xem
sao.”

MOt cach cham chap,
vat 1on vd&i siic nang phi
phang cua chiéc vac, nhom
ban van n6 dén bG song.
Trong khi Gurgi, tay cam
cudng dan 0 ngua, than
trong tho moét chan, roi
chan kia xudng nudc, thi
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Taran va chang ca si khoac
chi€c cang Ién vai. Eilonwy
di theo bén canh ho dé gilr
chiéc vac khoi chao dao.
Lan nudGc bubt gia chém
vao chan Taran nhu mot
luGi dao. Cau bam chat ban
chan xudng long song, co
tim mot cho d&t chan chic
chan hon. Cau budc xudng
sau hon; sau lung cay,
Fflewddur cting dang hi huc
c8 hét sirc dé khong danh
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rdi bén cang ciia minh. Hdi
lanh cua dong song khién
Taran nget thd. Pau cau
quay cubng, cac canh cay
gan nhu tudt khoi nhirng
ngon tay té cing.

Trong mot khoang khac
kinh hoang, cau thay minh
dang nga xudng. Chan cau
tim dugc mot hon da va
cau bam lay no. Nhirng sgi
déy leo kéu ken két va
cang ra khi sdc nang cua
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chi€c vac chuyén hudng.
Nhom ban giG & gilta dong
va nudc chi dang dén that
lung ho. Taran ngéang
khuon mat rong rong mo
héi Ién. BG bén kia khong
con xa nira; mat dat co vé
bang phang han, ring cay
cing khong con ram nhu
trudc.

“Sap tdi nai roil” Cau
kéu I€n, cam hay hang hai
hon. Cau thay Gurgi da dan
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hai con ngua lén dudc bo
va dang quay lai dé gilp
nhifng nguGi ban dang |
ach vat [on.

O gan bg, long song
bong 16n nhon toan da.
Khong nhin thay gi, Taran
cO budc qua nhirng hon da
hiém trd. Phia trudc mat
cau nho |én mot dam da
tang cao va cau than trong
kéo chi€c vac tranh qua
ching. Gurgi dang chia tay
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ra thi Taran nghe chang ca
si kéu Ién mot tiéng that
thanh. Chiéc vac trong
tranh. Taran van hét suUc
dan tdi. Eilonwy vOi nam
ldy quai vac va kéo mot
cach tuyét vong. Taran lao
minh 1én bo dat kho.

Chiéc vac lan sang mot
bén va chim xudng viing
nudc ndng day bun.

Taran quay lai dé gilp
Fflewddur. Chang ca si, vua

https://thuviensach.vn



bi nga va manh vao mot
tang da, dang hi huc co 16i
vao bG. Mat anh ta trang
béch; canh tay phai budng
thong vo dung xudng mot
bén.

N6 cé gay khong? No
cd gay khong?” Fflewddur
rén ri khi Taran va Eilonwy
vOi chay tGi kéo anh ta Ién
ba.

“Ta sé biét ngay thoi.”
Taran dap, dG chang ca si
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dang loang choang ngoi
xuong, tua lung vao mot
cdy tong quan sui. Ciu cdi
ao choang cua Fflewddur
ra, xé toac canh tay ao cua
anh ta ra va than trong
xem xét ky canh tay bi
thuong. Taran  nhanh
chong thdy rang chang ca
si khong chi nga mot cu rat
nang ma con bi mot chan
cua chié€c vac rach mot vét
sau bén sudn. “Phai,”
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Taran ndi vé nghiém trong,
“t6i e la no bi gay r6i.”

Nghe vay chang ca si
rén |én thé tham va guc
dau xuong. “Kinh khung
qua, that la kinh khung.”
anh ta than van. “Mot
ngu’&fi ho Fflam ludn to ra
VUi Ve, nhu’ng nhu thé nay
thi qua 18m roi, khdng thé
chiu dung du’cjc nda.”

“bo la mot tai nan
khong may.” Eilonwy ndi,
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c6 gidu vé lo lang, “nhung
ong khong can phai to ra
dau kho dén vay. N6 cd thé
chira dugc ma. Chuang toi
sé bang no lai.”

“Vo0 ich thoi!” Fflewddur
tuyét vong nic né. “NoO sé
khong bao giG con dudc
nhu cii nira! Oi, tat ca la tai
cai vac dang kinh tdm kia!
N6 da cb tinh dap vao toi,
t6i dam chac la nhu vay!”

“ROi anh s& 6n ca thdi,
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toi hra day.” Taran an Ui
chang ca si dang dau kho.
Cau xé may dai vai rong tu
ao choang cua minh ra.
“Chi mot thdgi gian la lai
nhu trudc thoéi.” cau noi
thém. “Tat nhién, anh sé
khdng thé clr déng tay cho
dén khi nd lanh lai.”

“Tay ay a?” Fflewddur
kéu [én. “T6i dau cé quan
tam dén cai tay! Toi muon
noi cay dan hac kia!”
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“Cay dan cua 0ng lanh
lan hon 6ng nhiéu day.”
Eilonwy noi, lay cay dan tu
trén vai chang ca si xubng
va dat no6 vao long anh ta.

“Cam dn Belin Vi bai,
nhung cac ban da cho toi
mét me hét hon!”
Fflewddur ndi, vuét ve cay
dan vdi tay khong bi bang
cla minh. “Tay ay a? Tat
nhién la ching sé tu lanh
lai, khdng co van dé gi. Toi
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da bi gay xuong ca chuc
lan... a, §, y toi la bi treo co
tay mot lan khi tap dau
ki€Em... nhung du sao thi toi
cling c6 dén hai canh tay
cd ma. Pan hac thi chi cé
mot chiéc thdi!” Chang ca
si thd ra mot hoi dai nhe
nhom. “Qua thuc la toi thay
kha hon nhiéu roi.”

Bat chap nu cudi can
dam cua Fflewddur, Taran
thdy rang chang ca si bi
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dau hdn nhitng gi anh ta
chiu thtra nhan nhiéu.
Nhanh chéng va nhe
nhang, Taran lam mot
thanh nep quanh canh tay
anh ta va quan nhirng dai
vai quanh nod, réi dem
thuoc tu tdi yén cua
Lluagor lai. “Hay nhai
nhirng la thudc nay di.” cau
bao Fflewddur. “Chung sé
giup anh bdt dau. Va anh
phai nam yén mot Idc,
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khong dugc cir dong gi ca.”

“Nam yén u?” Chang ca
si kéu lén. “Khdng thé
dudc, nhat la vao luc nay!
Chung ta phai 16i cai vac
gém ghiéc ay Ién cha!”

Taran lac dau. “Ba
ngudi chung toi sé cO kéo
nd lén. VGi cai tay bi gay
thi mot ngudi ho Fflam
chang gilp dudc gi may
dau.”

“*Khong hé gi!”
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Fflewddur phan d6i. “Mot
ngudi ho Flfam ludon to ra
hitu ich!” Anh ta c6 ddng
lén, nhan mat, va lai phai
ngdi phich xuéng. Tha hon
hén vi dau do phai cd gang,
anh ta u rl nhin xudng vét
thuong.

Taran thao sgi thung
ra va VvOi Gurgi cung
Eilonwy theo sau, budc vé
phia ving nudc nong.
Chiéc vac nam chim mot
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nira duGi nudc. Dong song
chay cudc xoay quanh cai
miéng ha hoc cua no, chiéc
vac nom nhu dang lam
bam nhirng IGi thach thurec.
Taran nhin thay cai cang
khong bi hu hai gi, nhung
chi€c vac bi mac ket gilra
hai tang da. Cau that mot
cai thong long va ném no
Ién cai chan vac chia ra roi
hudng dan cho Gurgi CL‘Jng
Eilonwy kéo nd khi nao cau
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ra hiéu.

Cau 16i xubng song, cui
xuéng va c6 dung vai day
chiéc vac Ién. Gurgi va
Eilonwy c0 van hét suc kéo.
Chi€éc vac khéng hé nhuc
nhich.

Ngam minh  trong
nudc, hai tay té dai, Taran
vat 1on mot cach vo ich vai
chiéc vac. Hét ca hai, cau
lao dao quay trd lai bo. O
do, cau budc day vao
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Lluagor va Melynlas.

ROi Taran quay tré lai
dong sbng bang gia mét lan
nira. Cau hét goi Eilonwy
va cd dan hai con ngua.
Nhifng sgi day cang ra; hai
con chién ma doc suc kéo;
Taran viura kéo vira day cai
vac trd li. Chang ca si da
ding Ién dugc va cO giup
nhiing gi anh cé thé. Gurgi
va Eilonwy [0i xudng nudc
bén canh Taran, nhung
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chiéc vac van khang cu lai
moi si’'c manh cc bap cua
ho.

Tuyét vong, Taran ra
hi€éu cho ho dung lai. Long
triu nang, nhédm ban quay
trd vao bg.

“Chung ta sé cam trai &
day cho dén hét ngay.”
Taran noi. “Ngay mai, khi
da lay lai sUc, ching ta cé
thé cd thd lai mét [an nira.
Cé 18 sé cd cach gi khac dé
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16i né ra, toi cling khong
bi€t nira. N6 da ket cung
va tat ca nhirng gi ching ta
lam co6 veé chi khi€én moi
viéc thém té hai thoi.”

Cau dua mat nhin vé
phia dong song, & dod, chiéc
vac nam khom minh tua
nhu moét con da tha dang
rinh moi.

“N6 dung la mot vat
xé’u xa doc ac,” Taran nodi,
“va chang dem lai diéu gi
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ngoai cai xau va cai ac. Gid
day, toi e la n6 da danh bai
chung ta ro6i.”

Cau ngoanh mat di.
Sau lung cau, nhifng bui
cady kéu soOt soat. Taran
quay phat lai, tay nam chat
chudi guom.

M6t bdng ngudi tU bia
rung budgc ra.
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Chucng XVII: LUA
CHON

b6 chinh 1a Ellidyr. Vi
Islimach theo sau, anh ta
budc dén bén bG sbng. Bun
kho bét chat vao mdg toc
hung hung va lam mat anh
ta cdu ban. M4 va tay anh
ta bi cao xuét; chiéc ao vay
mau gan nhu bi xé toac
khoi vai, va anh ta khong
mac ao choang. Cap mat

https://thuviensach.vn



thdm quang cua anh ta
sang ruc nhu dang Ién con
sot. Ellidyr dung lai trudc
nhdm ban dang siing so
khéng ndi nén 16i, ngang
cao dau va ném cho ho
mot cai nhin khinh bi.
“Chao,” anh ta ndi
giong khan dac, “nhiing
tén bu nhin can dam.” Moi
anh ta nhéch Ién thanh
mot nu cuGi chua chat.
“Tén quan Ign nay, con bé
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hau nau bép nay, con ké
ma mong kia dau?”

“Ngai lam gi ¢ day?”
Taran nai I8n, gian dir budc
tdi d6i mat véi anh ta.
"Ngai con dam nhac dén
Adaon sao? Anh ay da bi
gi€t va dang nam dudi mo
roi. Ngai da phan bdi tat ca
chung toi, con trai Pen —
Llarcau! Ngai da & dau khi
bon thg san tan cong
ching t6i? Khi ma chi can
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thém mot thanh guem nira
la da cd thé dao ngugc tinh
thé? Chuang toi da phai tra
gid bang tinh mang cua
Adaon, mot nguci tot ma
ngai sé khong bao giG co
thé sanh bang!”

Ellidyr khong tra IGi ma
khd nhoc budc qua mat
Taran va ngdi xém xudng
trudc dong tui yén. “Cho ta
thirc an.” Anh ta gay gat
noi. “Ta da khong cod dugc
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th(r gi khac dé &n va udng
ngoai ré cay va nudéc mua.”
“Tén phan trac xau

Gurgi quat nhay bat
day “Ké doc ac xau xa thi
khong dudgc nhai gam,
khong, khong!”

“Ngam miéng lai.
Ellidyr ndi, “Khong thi coi
chung cai dau cua ngudi
day.”

“Hay cho anh ta thuic
an nhu anh ta yéu cau.”
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Taran ra I€nh.

Miéng van con gian dit
ldm bam, Gurgi vang theo
va m@ chiéc tui thirc an ra.

“Va chi bdi vi chung ta
cho nguoi thdc an,”
Eilonwy ndi, “dung tuéng la
nguaci dugc don chao!”

“Con bé hau khéng vui
khi thy ta nhi.” Ellidyr néi.
“Xem no ndi gian roi kia.”

“Ta cling khdéng thé
trach c0r c6 bé dugc.”
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Fflewddur cling xen vao.
“Va ta khong hiéu sao
ngudi c6 thé mong diéu gi
khac. Nguai da chai chung
ta mot vO dau day. Nguoi
mudn bon ta td chlc tiéc
an mung sao?”

_ "It ra tén chai dan hac
van con di vGi cac nguai.”
Ellidyr noi, vo lay cho thuc
an tu tay Gurgi. "Nhung ta
thdy han da la mot con
chim gay canh r6i.”
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“Lai nhac dén chim
chéc.” Chang ca si 1am bam
va rung minh. “Liéu cé bao
gid ngudi ta d& minh quén
Orddu di khong?”

“Sao ngai lai dén tim
ching t6i?” Taran hoi.
“Trudc kia ngai da muon
rdi bo chung tbi kia ma. Gic
thi diéu gi lai dem ngai dén
day?”

“Pén tim cac nguai u?”
Ellidyr cat tiéng cuGi kho
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khan. “Ta dang di tim khu
dam lay Morva day chu.”
“Thé thi ngudi dang &
cach noi ay kha xa day.”
Eilonwy kéu lén. “Nhung
néu nguai voi dén do — va
ta hy vong thé - thi ta sé
rat vui long chi duong cho
nguci. Khi nguci dén ndi
roi thi ta ggi y la nguGi nén
di tim Orddu, Orwen va
Orgoch. Ho sé sung sudéng
dudc gap ngudi han ching
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ta nhiéu.”

Ellidyr nudt tron phan
thdc an cua minh va ngoi
xuong tua lung vao dong
tui yén. “Kha haon r6i.” anh
ta noi. “Gic thi ta da co
thém chut suc luc.”

“P0 dé nguci di dén
bat ky ngi nao ngudi dang
dinh dén day.” Eilonwy
quat.

“Va cho du cac nguoi
dang dinh dén bat ky noi
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nao,” Ellidyr dap lai, “thi ta
cling chuc cac ngudi mot
cudc hanh trinh vui vé. Cac
nguai sé thay du Thg San,
tha ho cho cac nguai danh
tra.”

“Cai gi?” Taran kéu lén,
“Bon Thg San van con
quanh day sao?”

“Phai, thang quan Ign
a.” Ellidyr dap. “Toan b0
Annuvin dang soi Ién sung
suc. Ta da vugt dugdc bon
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Tho San, moét cubc san
dudi hét siic ngoan muc.
Bon quai diéu ciling d3
dudc giai tri vGi ta.” Anh ta
noi thém vai mot tiEng cudi
khinh khinh, “mac du tro
chai ay da khién chung ti€u
mat hai mang. Nhunhg van
con du cho cac nguai cé
mot cudc san ra tro, néu
cac ngudi thich.”

"Ta _hy vong nguai
khong dan chdng dén cho
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chung ta.” Eilonwy ma dau.

“Ta khong dan ching
dén dau ca.” Ellidyr noi.
“Dén cho6 cac ngudi lai cang
khong, vi ta dau co biét cac
nguci dang & day. Khi bon
quai diéu va ta chia tay, xin
cam doan chac chan vdi
cac nguoi rang ta khong
chi y nhiéu lam dén con
dudng ta dang di.”

“Nguci van con co thé
di dudng cua minh,”
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Eilonwy ndi, “chung nao no
con dan ngudi tranh xa
khoi chung ta. Va ta hy
vong rang ngudi di theo nd
cing nhanh nhu khi nguai
lén tron khoi bon ta.”

“Lén tron u?” Ellidyr
cudi pha lén. “"Mot ngudi
con trai cua Pen — Llarcau
khong bao gic len tron. Cac
ngudi qua cham so vdi ta.
Co nhCrng viec cap bach
hon can dugc lo liéu.”
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“Ldc nao cling chi biét
dén vinh quang cua mot
minh ngai!” Taran gay gat
dap lai. "Ngai dau co nghi
dén diéu gi khac! Ellidyr, it
ra thi ngai cling co thé noi
that ch.”

“Pung la ta co y dinh
dén khu dam lay Morva.”
Ellidyr noi v&i mot nu cudi
cay dang. “Va duang la ta
da khong tim thay chung.
Mac du ta da co thé lam
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dugc, néu bon Thg San
khong can chan ta.

Theo nhu IGi con bé
hau,” Ellidyr noi ti€p, “thi ta
doan la cac ngudi da dén
dugc Morva.”

Taran gat dau. “Phai,
ching toi da dén do. Gic
thi chiung t6i dang trén
duong quay trd vé Caer
Dallben.”

Ellidyr lai cat tiéng
cudi. “Va ca cac ngudi cling
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da that bai. Nhung, bdi vi
cuoc hanh trinh cia cac
nguadi dai han, ta xin hoi ai
trong sO ching ta da bo phi
nhieu cbng sUc va chiu
nhiéu dau dén han?”

“That bai u?” Taran
kéu Ién. “Chung toi khong
hé that bail Chiéc vac da
thudoc vé chuang toi! No
dang nam & kia kia.” cau
ndi thém, chi qua bo song
vé phia cai bong den ngom
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cla chiéc vac.

Ellidyr drng bat day va
nhin qua sbng. “Sao lai co
thé nhu vdy dugc?” Anh ta
tic gian gao lén. “Nguai lai
IUa ta mot lan nira sao?”
Con thinh no khi€én mat
anh ta tim bam lai. “"Chéang
€ ta da danh liéu mang
s6ng cta minh chi d& cho
mot tén quan Ign cudp mat
vinh quang sao?” Mat anh
ta long Ién va anh ta toan
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tum 18y cd Taran.

Taran gat tay anh ta
di. “T6i chua bao gi¢ danh
I'a ngai, con trai Pen -
Llarcau a!” cau noi [0n.
“Vinh quang cua ngai u?
banh liéeu mang sbng cua
ngai u? Chung toi da mat
di mét mang ngudi va do
mau vi chiéc vac. Pung
thé, chung toi da phai tra
mot cai gia nang né, nang
né hon ngai nhiéu, hoang
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tr xr Pen — Llarcau a.”

Ellidyr dudng nhu bi
con thinh nd ciia minh bop
nghet. Anh ta ding bat
dong, mat co rum lai giat
giat. Nhung roi anh ta
nhanh chdng bat minh lanh
lung va cao ngao trg lai,
mac du tay anh ta van run
|én.

“Ra 3 véy, tén quan
lon.” anh ta ndi bang mot
giong tram khan khan,
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"Vay la cubdi cung nguai
cling da tim thay chiéc vac.
Tuy nhién, c6 vé nhu no
thudc vé dong sobng hon la
cac ngudi day. Ngoai mot
tén quan Ign ra thi con ai
cO thé dé nd bi mac ket
nhu vay chu? Nguai khong
c6 du tri khon hay suc khoé
dé dap vd no, dén noi phai
tha no6 theo hay sao?”
“Chiéc vac khéng thé bi
pha huy tru khi c6 ngudi tu
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nguyén hy sinh tinh mang
minh va chui vao long nd.”
Taran dap. “Chung toi cé
du tri khéng dé biét no phai
dudc chuyén dén tay cu
Dallben mot cach an toan.”

“Nguoi c6 mudn lam
mot anh hung khong tén
quan Ign kia?” Ellidyr hoi.
"Sao ngudi khong chui vao
trong d6? Chac han nguoi
cd du can dam chud? Hay
that ra, trong tham tam,

https://thuviensach.vn



ngudi cling chi la mot ke
hen nhat khi thuc su bi thur
thach?”

Taran bo qua IGi nhao
bang cua Ellidyr. * Chung toi
can su giup dG cua ngai.”
cdu khdn khoan ndi.
“Chang t6i khong du suc.
Hay giup chung toi dem
chi€c vac vé Caer Dallben.
Hay it ra hay gilp ching toi
kéo no Ién bs song.”

“Giup cac nguoi u?”
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Ellidyr nglira dau vé phia
sau va cudi pha lén nhu
hod dai. “GiUp ngudi u? bé
roi mot tén quan Ign cb thé
vénh vang di dén truGc
mat Gwydion va khoe
khoang vé nhiing chién
cong cla minh sao? Va
hoang tU x& Pen — Llarcau
cling chi la mét ké ha dang
thoi sao? Khong, cac ngudi
sé khong nhan dudgc bat ky
su giup dG nao cua ta dau.
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Chang phai ta da canh bao
vGi nguoi hay tu lo lay
nhiém vu cla minh sao?
Gig thi hay lam vay di, do
quan Ign!”

Bong Eilonwy thét Ién
mot tiéng va chi |én trdi.
“Bon quai di€u kia!”

Ba con quai diéu dang
chao liéng trén cao, bén
trén nhirng ngon cay. Chay
dua véi nhitng dam may bi
gid thdi bat, dan chim
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khong 16 lao t&i gan han.
Taran va Eilonwy xoc lay
hai bén Fflewddur va dam
dau vao mot bui ram. Gurgi
gan nhu mat via vi sg, voi
kéo giat day cuong cua hai
con ngua va dan chung vao
chd an toan gilta nhirng
than cay. Trong khi Ellidyr
chay theo, dan qudi diéu
b6 nhao xudng, gi6 thoi
phan phat vao bo 16ng sang
bong cua chang.
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Rit Ién nhitng tiéng
chéi tai dang sg, dan quai
diéu lugn trong quanh
chiéc vac, cap canh den si
cua chung che kin ca mat
trGi. Mot trong ba con chim
dir tgn dau xudng chiéc vac
va di'ng ¢ do mot lat, dap
canh lién hoi. Bon quai diéu
khong tim cach tan cong
nhdm ban ma chi lugn
vong quanh mot lan nira roi
bay Ién cao. Chung ré vé
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hudng Bac va nhanh chéng
khuat sau rang nui.

Mat tai meét, nguGi run
ray, Taran budc ra tUr sau
bui cay. “Chung da tim
thay cai ching can tim r6i.”
cau noéi. “Arawn sé sdm
biét rang chiéc vac dang
dgi dé bi cudp khoi tay
chung ta.” Cau quay sang
Ellidyr. “ Xin hay gilp ching
t6i.” cau lai ndi. “T6i cau
xin ngai. Chung ta khong
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thé dé mat mot phut nao
nira.”

Ellidyr nhidn vai va
budc dén bd song roi 10i
xudng viing nudc ndng dé
nhin cho ki hon chiéc vac
dang bi chim moét nira. “Cé
thé kéo nd 1én dudc.” anh
ta ndi khi quay trg lai.
“Nhung nguci khong lam
ndi dau, d6 quan Ign.
Ngucgi sé phai can suc
manh cua Islimach thém
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vao hai con ngua clia nguai
— va nguai cling sé can suc
manh cua ta n{ra.”

“Néu vay thi xin hay
dung si'c manh cla ngai dé
giup chung t6i di.” Taran
van vi. “Hay 16i chi€c vac
lén bo va di khoi day trudc
khi cd thém ké hau can nao
cua Arawn tim dugc nd.”

“Co thé ta sé gilp cac
ngudi; cling co thé khéng.”
Ellidyr tra IGi, v&i mot vé ki
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la loé lén trong anh mat.
“Ngudi noi ngudci da phai
trd mot cai gid rat dat dé
cd dudc chiéc vac u? bugc
thoi, bay giG nguci sé phai
tra mot cai gia nira.”

“Hay nghe ta ndi day,
tén quan Ign.” anh ta noi
ti€p. “NEu ta gilp cac nguai
dua chiéc vac vé Caer
Dallben, thi cac nguoi sé
phai nghe theo nhirng diéu
kién cua ta.”
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“Bay gid dau phai luc
ra diéu kién.” Eilonwy kéu
|én. “Chung ta khdng muon
nghe nhirng diéu kién cua
nguai, Ellidyr a. Chung ta
sé tu tim cach 16i chiéc vac
ra. Hoac ching ta sé & lai
day canh chung nd va mot
trong s6 ching ta cé thé
quay lai va dan Gwydion
dén.”

“Thé thi cU viéc & lai
day dé bi giét di.” Ellidyr
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dap. “Viéc nay phai dugc
lam ngay, va lam theo [Gi
ta, néu khong thi thoi.”
Anh ta quay sang
Taran. “Pay la cac dieu
kién cta ta.” Anh ta noi.
“Chiéc vac la cua ta, va cac
nguadi sé phai theo Iénh ta.
Chinh ta mdi la nguGi tim
dudc no, chi khong phai la
nguaci, do chan Ign. Chinh
ta da chién dau va gianh
dugc nd. Cac nguoi sé ké
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lai nhu vay véi Gwydion va
nhirng nguGi khac. Va cac
nguci sé phai thé I0i thé
nghiém ngat nhat, khong
thé pha v& ndi.”

“Khong, chung ta sé
khong lam vay!” Eilonwy
hét 16n. “"Nguai bat ching
ta noi d6i dé ngudi &n cap
chiéc vac va moi cong lao
cua chung ta u? Nguai dién
roi, Ellidyr a!”

“Ta khong dién, con
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hau kia,” Ellidyr néi, mat
toé Itra, “ta da@ mét lIam roi.
Nguci khéng hiéu sao?
Subt dgi ta bi day xuéng
hang thd hai. Ta ludon bi
ném sang mot bén, bi coi
thudng. Vinh quang u? Ta
lubn phai chiu khudc tu
diéu do. Nhung lan nay, ta
sé khong dé chién Igi pham
tudt khoi tay [an nira dau.”

“Adaon da nhin thay
mot con quai vat den trén
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vai ngai.” Taran lang I€ nai.
"Va ca téi cling da nhin
thay no. Ngay luc nay day,
t6i cling dang nhin thay no,
Ellidyr a.”

“Ta khong them quan
tam dén con quai vat cua
nguai!” Ellidyr gam Ién. “Ta
chi quan tam dén danh du
cua ta thoi!”

“Va ngai nghi rdang,”
Taran dap, “t6i khdng quan
tam tdi danh du cua toi u?”
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“Danh du cua mot
thang chan Ign thi la cai
gi,” Ellidyr cat tiéng cudi,
“khi dem so sanh vdi danh
du’ ciia mot hoang tu?”

“T6i da phai tra gia cho
danh du cua minh.” Taran
dap, cao giong han, “tra gia
dat hon cai gid ngai phai
tra cho danh du cua ngai
nhiéu. GiG ngai lai bat toi
phai quang no di hay sao?”

“Ngugi, mot thang
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chan Ign, lai ddm chi trich
ta vi theo dudi vinh quang,”
Ellidyr ndi, “trong khi chinh
nguadi lai bam chat 1ay nd
vGi hai ban tay ban thiu
cua minh. Ta sé khong nan
na & lai day nira. Theo diéu
ki€n cua ta, hoac la khong
gi ca. Hay chon di.”

Taran dung im lang.
Eilonwy tum lay ao Ellidyr.
“Sao ngudi dam doi mot cai
gia nhu thé?”
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Ellidyr hat c6 ra. “Hay
dé thang quan lon quyét
dinh. Han c6 muobn tra cai
gia ay khong la quyén cua
han.”

“Néu toi thé nhu vay,”
Taran ndi, quay sang cac
ban dong hanh cua minh,
“thi cac ban ciing sé phai
thé theo. Mot khi da ndi ra
roi, t6i khong bao giG pha
v3 10i thé, va sé cang nhuc
nha hon néu toi pha bo ICi
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thé nay. Trudc khi quyét
dinh, toi phai biét cac ban
cd mudn tu' rang budc minh
nhu vay khong. Chung ta
phai cung dong y vdi nhau
V€ Viéc nay.”

Khong ai ndi gi. Cudi
cung, Fflewddur 1dam bam.
“TOi trao quyén quyét dinh
cho cau va sé tuan theo
nhirng gi cau lam.”

Gurgi cing nghiém
trang gat dau.
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“TOi sé khong ndi doi
dau!” Eilonwy kéu lén, “Vi
tén phan boi va dao ngi
nay!”

“Pay khong phai la vi
anh ta,” Taran khé noi, "'ma
la vi s& ménh cua chudng
ta.”

“Nhung lam vay khong
ding.” nudc mat Eilonwy
bat dau (ra ra.

“Chung ta dau co noi
dén chuyén dung sai.”
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Taran tra I0i. “Chudng ta
dang noi dén chuyén hoan
thanh mot s ménh.”
Eilonwy quay di.
“Fflewddur da ndi quyén
quyét dinh la cta anh.”
Culi cung co khé ndi. “Toi
cling phai noi vay thoi.”
Trong moét Idc lau,
Taran khong nodi gi. Moi
dau dén cau da cam thay
khi chiéc tram cua Adaon
rdi khoi tay cau gid lai tran
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vé. Va cau nhd lai nhirng
IGi cta Eilonwy vao Ilc cau
cam thay tuyét vong nhat,
nhd lai giong noi cla cod da
nhac cau rang khong gi co
thé cudp di nhitng diéu ciu
da lam. Vay ma gic do lai
chinh la cai gia ma Ellidyr
doi hoi.

Taran cui dau. “Ellidyr,
chiéc vac la cua ngai.” cau
cham rai nai. “ChL’lng toi xin
tuan lénh ngai, va moi viéc
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sé nhu IGi ngai ndi. Chung
toi xin thé nhu vay.”

Tim triu nang, nhom
ban lang 1dng lam theo
lénh Ellidyr va lai budc
thung quanh chiéc vac
dang chim xudng. Ellidyr
dong ba con ngua canh
nhau roi budc sgi thung
vao chung. Trong khi
Fflewddur gilr day cuang
bang bén tay khong bi
thuong thi nhdm ban 16i
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xuong viing nuéc nong.

Ellidyr di'ng ngap dén
dau gobi trong dong nudc
dang chay cuon cudn, ra
lénh cho Taran, Eilonwy va
Gurgi ding hai bén chiéc
vac va gilr no khoi trugt lai
vao gilra hai hon da. Anh
ta ra hiéu cho chang ca si
dang diUng dgi, roi cui
xuong lo phan viéc cua
minh.

Giong nhu lan da lam
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vGi Melynlas trudc Kkia,
Ellidyr ép vai xubng bén
dudi chiéc vac thap hét
muc ma nhitng hon da cho
phép. Nguoi anh ta cang
Ién, nhitng mach mau noi
lén vang tran dam mo hoi
nhu sdp nd tung. Chiéc vac
van khong dong day. Bén
canh anh ta, Taran va
Eilonwy cling go lung kéo
chiéc vac mot cach vo ich.
Thd hon hén 18y lai
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haoi, Ellidyr lai quay vé phia
chi€c vac. Cai cang co vao
hai tang da kéu ken két,
hai sgi thirng cang ra. Vai
Ellidyr bi xudc va chay
mau, mdat anh ta trang
béch. Anh ta cO6 thot Ién
mot I6i nlra ra Iénh cho
nhédm ban; cac cd bap run
lén trong no luc cudi cung.

V&i mot tiéng kéu, anh
ta lao dau xubng nudc,
loang choang cb gilr thang
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bang. R6i anh ta reo Ién
mot ti€ng han hoan. Chiéc
vac da dudc nhac Ién.

Nhém ban hi huc doéc
sic kéo chiéc vac vao ba.
Ellidyr nam 13y mot dau
cang va day manh. Chiéc
vac trugt Ién nén dat kho
rao, virng chac.

Trén bd song, ho
nhanh chdéng bubc chiéc
vac vao gitra Lluagor va
Melynlas.  Ellidyr  dong
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Islimach Ién dau dé dan hai
con ngua kia va chia sé
mot phan suc nang.

Cho tGi lic d6, mat
Ellidyr ruc 1én vé dac
thang, nhung phit chdc,
nét mat anh ta bong thay
doi.

“Ta da gianh lai dugc
chiéc vac cia minh tu dong
song.” Anh ta nai, li€c nhin
Taran mot cach ky la.
“Nhung ta nghi, cé Ié ta
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qua hap tap. Ngugi chiu
chap nhan diéu kién cua ta
nhanh chong qua.” Anh ta
noi thém. “Hay nodi cho ta
biét, nguci dang am muu
diéu gi trong dau vay, tén
quan Ign kia?” Anh ta lai
ndi con thinh nd. “Ta biét
ro ma! Nguai lai tim cach
IUra ta mot lan ndra!”

“Ngai da co IGi thé cua
toi r6i ma.” Taran ma I0i.

“LGi thé ctia mot thang
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chan Ign thi c6 nghia ly gi?”
Ellidyr ndi. “Nguoi thé
nhung ngudi lai that uGc
ngay thoi!”

“Chinh ngugi mdi nhu
vay thi co!” Eilonwy gian dir
ndi. “Do la diéu nguoi sé
lam, hoang t&r x& Pen -
Llarcau a. Nhung ching ta
thi khong gibng nguai
dau.”

“Chi€éc vac can co tat
cd ching ta m&i cd thé
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nang lén dudgc.” Ellidyr ndi
ti€p, ha thap giong hon.
“Nhung co can tat ca ching
ta dé€ kéo no di khéng? Mot
vai ngudi la du r6i.” anh ta
néi thém. “Phai, phai, chi
vai ngudi thoi. Co I€ chi can
mot nguGi thoi cling du,
néu anh ta du khoe.

Cai gia cua ta co re
mat qua chang?” Anh ta
noi ti€p, quay phat sang
doi mat vai Taran.
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“Ellidyr!” Taran kéu I&n.
“Ngai dién that roi.”

“Pung thé!” Ellidyr cudi
pha |én. “Dién vi da tin vao
IGi noéi cua nguadi! Cai gia
phai tra sé la su im lang,
im lang hoan toan!” Tay
anh ta da chop lay thanh
gudm. “Phai, thdang quan
lon kia, ta da biét sé co
ngay chung ta phai d6i mat
vGi nhau.”

Anh ta lao t&i trudc,
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thanh guom tudt tran gic
lén cao. Taran chua kip rut
gudm ra thi Ellidyr da dién
cubng vung gudm lén va
xong tdi tan cong. Taran
loang choang lui vé phia bd
song va nhay Ién mét tang
da, ludng cudng c6 nam lay
vii khi ctia minh. Ellidyr 15i
xuong nudc trong khi
nhirng ngudi ban dong
hanh cta cdu chay dén dé
chan anh ta lai.
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Khi Ellidyr lai wvung
gudgm Ién, Taran mat thang
bang va nga nhao ti trén
tang da xuong. Cau co
ding Ién, nhung nhiing
hon da truct di dudi chan
va cau nga vé phia sau.
Cau gic hai tay lén. Dong
nudc chom [én vO lay cau
va cau chim xuong. Canh
sac cua mot hon da Iu Iu
hién ra. R6i cau khong biét
gi nira.
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Chuong XVIII: MAT
MAT

Khi Taran tinh lai thi
trGi da toi. Cau thay minh
dang dugc dat tua vao mot
khic go, chi€c ao choang
quan quanh ngudi. Dau
cau nhdc nhoi; nguci dau
nhu dan. Eilonwy dang lo
lang cli xu6ng. Taran chdp
mat va c6 ngoi day. Sult
mot IUc lau, trong tri nhd
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cua cau chi 16n xon nhiing
hinh anh va am thanh lan
|6n, ti€ng nudc ao ao, mot
hon da, mot tiéng thet;
dau cau van con quay
cudbng. Mot anh sang vang
chi€u vao cau. Khi dau 6c
dan dan tinh tao hon, cau
nhan ra, do la c0 bé da
thap sang qua cau cla
minh va dat nd Ién khuc
gd. Bén canh cau, mot
dong Ira nho dang chay
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bap bung. Ngbdi x0m bén
canh, chang ca si va Gurgi
dang dat canh kho vao
nudi ngon lua.

“TO6i mung la anh da
quyét dinh tinh  ai.”
Eilonwy ndi, cO to ra vui ve,
trong khi Fflewddur va
Gurgi cling dén bén canh
Taran. “Anh da udng phai
nhiéu nudc dén nodi ching
toi sg sé khdng thé bom
hét ching ra khoi nguGi
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anh dudc, va cai budu trén
dau anh cling khong lam
moi chuyén tot dep han
chat nao.”

“Chiéc vac!” Taran hén
hén. “Ellidyr!” cdu nhin
quanh minh. “Pbéng IUa
nay,” cau lam bam, “ching
ta khdong thé thdp sang
dudc... bon chién binh cua
Arawn...”

“Hoac la nhom Ira
hodc la d& ciu bji chét
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cdng.” Chang ca si noi, “Vi
vay, tat nhién la chung toi
chon diéu th nhat. Vao
lic nay,” anh ndi thém vai
nu cudi guogng gao, “thi toi
nghi nd cling chang thay
doi gi nhiéu 1dm dau. Vi
chi€c vac da tuot khoi tay
ching ta, toi khong tin la
Arawn lai quan tam chung
ta nhu trudc nita. K€ cling
may.”

‘Chiéc vac dau?” Taran
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hoi. Bat chap cai dau dang
quay cuodng, cau van ngoi
day khoi khuc go.

“Ellidyr kéo no di roi.”
Eilonwy dap.

“WVa néu cau dinh hoi
han & dau,” chang ca si
ndi, “thi chdng t6i co thé
tra I0i ludn: chung toi
khong biét.”

“Ga hoang tU xau xa
da bo di cung vdi cai vac
xau xa.” Gurgi bd sung.
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“Pung, dung thé, cuGi
ngua phong di that
nhanh!”

“Cling may ma tbng
kh(r dudc chung.”
Fflewddur dong vy. “TOi
khong biét cai gi té hon:
chi€c vac hay Ellidyr.
Nhung gio thi it ra chung
cling ra di cung nhau roi.”

“Cac ban dé cho anh ta
chay mat u?” Taran hoang
hot kéu Ién. Cau dua tay
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lén diu. “Cac ban dé cho
anh ta an cap chiéc vac u?”

“Pé& cho khong phai I3
tor chinh xac 1am dau, anh
ban a.” Chang ca si rau ri
noi.

“Hinh nhu anh da quén
mat,” Eilonwy noéi thém.
“Ellidyr da tim cach giét
anh. Cling may la anh nga
xudng sbng, bdi toi cd thé
néi cho anh biét, nhing
chuyén xay ra trén bo
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chang 1ay gi lam hay ho
dau.

That ra moi chuyén rat
kinh khung.” cd bé ndi tiép.
“Tat ca ching tdi dudi theo
Ellidyr, trong IGc d6 thi anh
da tr6i theo dong nuGc nhu
mot cai la kho gilra... G...
mot cai la kho gilra dong
song vay. Chung t6i dinh
tim cach cifu anh nhung
Ellidyr lai xoay sang tan
cong chung toi.
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T6i dam chac la han
dinh giét ca chung toi
luon.” Eilonwy ndi. “Anh
phai thdy vé mat va anh
mat hdn mdi hi€u. Han nhu
noi dién vay. Con té hai
hon nira kia. Fflewddur da
c6 chong tra lai han...”

“Tén con do ay khoe
bang muGi ngudi thudng
ay!” Chang ca si néi. “Toi
gan nhu khéng rat noi
guém ra na. Khi bi gay
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tay thi nguci ta dam ra
vung V& 1dm, cdu cling hiéu
day. Nhung toi da doi mat
vdi han! Vi khi cham nhau
chan chat, ghé ca nguGi!
Cau chua bao gid dudc
thay su tdo bao cua mot
ngudi ho Fflam trong con
thinh n6 dau! Chi thém
mot phut nira thoi, toi da
co thé bat han phai cau xin
long khoan dung cua toi,
ndi theo mot cach nao do.”
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Chang ca si voi thém vao.
"Han d3 danh toi nga
chéng vo.”

“Va Gurgi cling chién
dau! bung, dung thé, vdi
nhirng cl dap va can!”

“TOi nghiép Gurgi.”
Eilonwy noi. "NO da c6 hét
sic, nhung Ellidyr nhac nd
lén va ném nd vao mot
than cay. Khi toi tim cach
giudng cung lén thi han
giat n6 khoi tay téi va be
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lam doi.”

“Sau d6 han dudi bon
t6i chay vao rung.”
Fflewddur ti€p. “Toi chua
tung thay ai dién loan nhu
thé. Han lay hét hoi gao
lén, goi bon t6i la d6 trom
cap, d6 phan boi, va noi
rang bon t6i tim cach day
han xubng hang th( hai.
Pé la tat cd nhirng gi han
¢ thé noi hay suy nghf vao
lic db, néu ciu cd thé goi
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do la suy nghi.”

Taran budn ba lac dau.
“TOi e la con quai vat den
td6i ay da nudt chung anh
ta dung nhu Adaon da bao
trudc.” cau nodi. “Toi thay
thuong hai cho Ellidyr tu
tan day long minh.”

“TOi sé thay thuong hai
cho han han,” Fflewddur
lam bam, “néu han khodng
tim cach bd vao dau toi.”

“Trudc kia toi thay cam
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ghét anh ta,” Taran ndi,
“nhung trong khoang thdi
gian ngan ngui deo chiéc
tram cua Adaon, toi tin
rang toi da hiéu anh ta rd
hon. Trai tim bat hanh cua
anh ta bi giay vo. Toi cling
sé khong bao gio quén diéu
anh ta da noi: toi ché trach
anh ta vi theo dudi vinh
quang, nhung chinh toi lai
cing bam chat lay no,”
Taran xoe hai ban tay minh
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ra trudc mat, “vdéi hai ban
tay ban thiu.” cdu ndng né
thot 1én.

“bung ban tam dén
nhitng g Ellidyr ndi.”
Eilonwy kéu lén. “Sau tat
ca nhitng gi han da bat
chung ta lam, han khong
co quyen dd 16i cho bat ky
ai vi bat ky diéu gi.”

“Tuy thé,” Taran khé
ndi, gan nhu vGi chinh
minh, “anh ta da ndi
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dang.”

“Puang u?” Eilonwy noi.
“Pung qua thi cd. Vi danh
du va vinh quang cua
minh, hdn cd thé giét hét
ching ta.”

“Chung toi da tim cach
thoat dugc han.” Fflewddur
ti€p. “Hay dung ra... cudi
cung han cling tho6i khong
dudi theo chidng téi nira.
Khi ching t6i quay lai thi
ba con ngua, chiéc vac va
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Ellidyr déu da bién mat.
Sau do chung to6i di xuoi
theo dong séng dé tim ciu.
Cau da tr6i di khong xa
lam. Nhung t6i van 1ay lam
kinh ngac khi mot ngudi chi
tr6i mot doan ngan nhu
vay ma lai co thé udng phai
nhiéu nugc dén the.”
“Chung ta phai di tim
anh ta ngay!” Taran kéu
I6n. “Ching ta khéng thé
dé anh ta gilr chiéc vac
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dugc! Lé ra cac ban nén bo
toi lai va dudi theo anh ta
ch.” cdu c6 gang ding
day. “bi nao, khong con
thdi gian dé bd 1§ dau!”
Fflewddur lac dau. “Toi
s¢ la sé chdng cd tac dung
gi dau, nhu 0Ong ban
Gwystyl cua chung ta sé
noi day. Chang thdy bong
dang han dau hét. Ching
ta khong hé hay biét han
sé di dau hay cd y dinh qi.
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Han cling da di trudc
ching ta moOt quang dai.
Va, mac du rat ghét phai
thira nhan diéu nay, nhung
t6i phai ndi la chua chac
bat ky ai trong s6 ching ta,
hay tham chi la tat ca
ching ta di nifa, c6 thé
dich ndi han.” Chang ca si
liec nhin canh tay bi gay
cta minh. “Néu cé tim
dudc bon ching di chang
nifa thi ching ta ciing
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khdng du sic dé choi lai
chi€c vac hay Ellidyr.”
Taran lang € nhin vao
ngon Ira. “Anh noéi dung,
anh ban a.” cau rau ri noi.
“Cac ban da lam dudc
nhieu hon nhitng gi toi
dam doi hoi. Than 0i, cac
ban con lam t6t hon ca
chinh t6i ni{ra. Phai, gic ma
di tim Ellidyr cling chi vo
ich thoi, vO ich nhu chinh
cudc hanh trinh cua chung
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ta vay. Ching ta da danh
doi tat ca chdng vi céi gi:
chiéc tram cua Adaon,
danh du cua chung ta, va
gid la ca chiéc vac. Chung
ta sé quay vé Caer Dallben,
tay trang. Co 1€ Ellidyr noi
ding,” cdu 1am bam. “Mot
thang chan Ign thi khong
thé tim ki€m cung mét vinh
quang nhu mot hoang tu
dugc.”

“MOt thang chan lgn
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III

Eilonwy bat binh kéu
lén. “DBung bao gid noi vé
ban than minh nhu thé
Taran xU Caer Dallben. Cho
du chuyén gi da xay ra,
anh van la mét nguGi Phu -
Chan lgn! Riéng diéu do tu
ban than no6 cling da vinh
du r6i! Nghi cho ky thi tuy
chung cung chi mot cong
viéc,” c6 ndi, “nhung mot
chic danh dang tu hao con
cai kia thi khong. Néu dudc
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chon, sao anh lai khong
chon cai dang tu hao ay!”
MOt hoi lau Taran
khéng nadi gi, roi cdu ngang
dau Ién nhin Eilonwy.
“"Adaon da tung ndi trén
mot canh dong dudc cay
XGi tot tuci cd nhiéu vinh
quang han trén mot canh
dong dam mau.” Trong khi
ndi, trai tim cau nhu nhe
nhang di. “Gid t6i da hiéu
dieu anh ay ndi la dung.
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Toi khong ghen ty Vdi
Ellidyr vi vinh quang cua
anh ta dau. Toi cling sé di
tim vinh quang cho minh.
Nhung toi sé di tim no &
ndi ma toi biét tdi cd thé
tim thay nd.”

Nhdm ban nghi qua
dém trong rung va sang
hom sau thi hudng vé phia
Nam qua nhirng vung dat
dé di han. Ho khong gap
phai Thg San hay quai
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diéu, va ho cling khdng tim
cach an nép, vi nhu chang
ca si nodi, binh linh cua
Arawn dang tim chiéc vac
cht khong tim mot dam
ngudi lang thang tham hai.
Khong phai mang vac
ndng, ho di chuyén dé
dang han, nhung vi khong
cd Lluagor va Melynlas, ho
phai di bo that cham chap
va kho nhoc. Taran lang
lang 1é buGc, cui dau trudc
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ngon gid buo6t gia. La kho bi
gid théi dép vao mét,
nhung cidu khong dé y dén
chung vi tam tri dang tran
ngap noi dau buon.

X€é trua, Taran nhin
thay nhirng bong nguGi di
chuyén gilra cac rdng cay
bao phu moét dinh doi.
Poan trudc mbi nguy hiém,
cau giuc nhém ban nhanh
chong vugt qua canh dong
rong trong trai va tim cho
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an nap trong mét khoang
rung ram. Nhung ho chua
kip dén noi thi mot nhdm
ky si da hién ra trén dinh
doi va phi nuGc dai vé phia
ho. Taran va chang ca si
tubt guodm ra, Gurgi dat
mot mdi tén Ién cung, va
nhédm ban mét méi ¢ gang
san sang tu vé tot hét muc
co thé.

Fflewddur dot nhién
kéu I6n va phan khdi vay
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gucom. “Hay cat vi khi di!”
Anh ta reo Ién. “Cudi cung
thi ching ta cling an toan
roi! Ho la cac chién binh
cua Morgant! Ho mang huy
hiéu cua dong ho Madoc!”
Cac chién binh phong
lai gan hon. Taran cling
kéu I|én mot tiéng nhe
nhom. Ho dung la cac ky si
cua vua Morgant, va di dau
chinh la 6ng ta. Khi ho
ghim ngua lai bén canh
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nhdm ban, Taran voi chay
tdi truGc con ngua cua
Morgant va quy mot bén
goi xuong.

“Xin chao bé ha.” cau
ndi. “Chung t6i cr lo binh
linh cua ngai la bon hau
can cua Arawn.”

Vua Morgant nhay tu
trén yén xuong. Chi€c ao
choang den cua Ong rach
nat, bam day bui duGng,
mat ong hoc hac va nghiém
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nghi, nhung trong mat 6ng
van coO ve kiéu hanh dir tgn
cua mot con chim ung. Mot
nu cudi thoang hién trén
moi ong. “Nhu’ng du sao
cac ban cung van san sang
chdng tra.” Ong néi, kéo
Taran di'ng day.

“Chuyén gi da xay ra
vGi ong hoang Gwydion va
bac Coll?” Taran voi hoi,
bong cam thdy lo lang.
“Chung toi da lac nhau &
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Hac Mon va khong nghe
dudc tin tdc gi cua ho.
Adaon thi than 06i, da bi sat
hai. Va ca Doli nira, t6i e la
vay.”

“Vé nguGi chién binh
lun thi kh6ng thay cé dau
Vet gi ca.” Morgant tra Igi.
“Ong hoang vadlon va
Coll con trai cua Collfrewr
déu binh an. Ngay luc nay
day ho cling dang tim kié’m
cac ban. Mac du vay,”
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Morgant noi thém, lai cudi
noa miéng, “ta da may
man tim dudc cac ban
trudc.

Chung ta chua dén
ndi,” Morgant ndi, “thi da
nghe tin cac ban da quyét
dinh tu minh dén khu dam
lay Morva. Pung la mot
quyét dinh tao bao, Taran
x&* Caer Dallben a.”
Morgant noi thém, “Co |é
vua tao bao vuira ngu ngoc
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nira. Cau phai biét rang
mot nguGi linh thi phai
tuan Iénh vi tudng cua
minh.”

“Nhung chuang toi
khong thé lam gi khac
dugc.” Taran cai lai.
“Chang toi phai tim dugc
chiéc vac trudc Arawn. Néu
la ngai thi ngai cling sé lam
nhu vay cha?”

Morgant gat dau. “Ta
khong trach long can dam
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cua cau, nhung cau phai
hi€u la chinh 6ng hoang
Gwydion cting sé do du khi
quyét dinh mot diéu quan
trong nhu vay. Chung ta da
cO thé khoéng biét gi vé
cuoc hanh trinh cia cac
ban néu Gwystyl, nguGi My
Toc khong dem tin tic dén.
Va vay la 06ng hoang
Gwydion va ta da chia quan
ra dé di tim cac ban.”
“Gwystyl ay a?” Eilonwy
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ngat 10i. “"Khong phai la
Gwystyl do chuar Ong ta
chdng chiu gilp gi cho
ching to6i — cho dé’n khi
Doli doa sé& bop co 6ng ta!
Gwystyl u? Ong ta l0c nao
cling chi mudn dugc yén
than rdc vao cai hang dang
ghét cua minh thoi!”
Morgant quay sang co.
“CO6 khong biét minh dang
ndi gi dau, cong chua a.
Trong s6 nhirng ngudi qilr
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tram canh duGng thi
Gwystyl la ngudi lanh Igi va
gan da nhat. C6 nghi rang
vua Eiddileg lai tin tuéng
giao cho mot ke kém coi
trong gilf mot ndi gan
Annuvin dén thé sao?
Nhung,” ong ta noi thém,
“néu cac ban nghi sai V€
6ng ta thi dé chi ¢ thé la
do 6ng ta co tinh khién cac
ban nghi thé thai.

Con vé chiéc Vac Tai
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Sinh,” Morgant noéi ti€p,
trong khi Taran kinh ngac
nhin 6ng, “mac du cac ban
da khong dem dugc no vé
day, nhung hoang tu Ellidyr
da lam gilp chung ta mot
viec hét sic dang kham
phuc. Pung th€,” Morgant
ndi thém, “binh linh cua ta
da gap anh ta gan song
Tevwyn khi dang trén
dudng tim ki€m cac ban.
Theo I0i anh ta thi cau da
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bi chét dudi va cac ban
dong hanh cua cau da bi
tan tac ca, va rang anh ta
da kéo chiéc vac tu Morva
ve.”

“Khong dung nhu vay.”
Eilonwy mad IGi, mat loé [én
gian dir.

“Im di!” Taran kéu I&n.

“"Khong, tdi sé khodng
im lang dau.” Eilonwy vac
lai, quay ngoat sang Taran.
“Anh khong dinh naéi vdi toi
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rdng anh van con bi rang
budc bdi IGi thé anh da bat
tat ca chung to6i cung thé
day chua!”

“CO ay noi thé nghi la
thé nao?” Morgant hdi, 6ng
nheo mat lai cham chu
nhin Taran.

“TOi s€ cho ngai biét toi
dinh noi gi!” Eilonwy dap,
khéng thém dé y dén 1o
phan doi cua Taran. “Moi
viéc rat don gian. Taran da
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phai tra mot cai gia dé doi
lay chi€c vac, mot cai gia
rat dat. Chung toi gan nhu
da phai vac no trén lung
trng budc mot sudt tu
Morva vé day, cho dén khi
Ellidyr xuat hién. Han da
gilp chung t6i - phai han
da lam thé, giong nhu mot
tén trdm giup chung ta don
phong vay! Do la su that,
va toi khong can biét
nhirng ngudi khac nai gi!”
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“"Co dung la c6 ay noi
that khong?” Morgant hai.

Khi @y Taran khong tra
|0i, Morgant cham rai gat
dau va tram ngam nai ti€p.
“Ta tin la nhu vay, mac du
cau khong nadi gi. Trong cau
chuyén cua hoang tur Ellidyr
ta thay co nhiéu diéu doi
tra. Nhu ta da noi vdi cau
trudc kia, ta la mot chién
binh va ta hiéu r& binh linh
cua minh. Nhung khi cau
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doi mat vai chinh Ellidyr thi
ta sé khong con phai nghi
ngd gi nira.”

"Di nao.” Morgant ndi,
dd Taran lén con ngua cua
minh, “chldng ta sé quay vé
khu trai cua ta. SO ménh
cla cac ban da hoan
thanh. Chiéc vac da & trong
tay ta.”

Cac ky si cua Morgant
cho nhirhg ngudi ban dong
hanh cla cau cung cudi
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ngua va ho nhanh choéng
phi nudc dai vao rung. Vi
tudng dung trai trong mot
khoang trong cd cay che
kin xung quanh, 16i vao
dugc nguy trang bang mot
hang bui ram. Taran nhin
thay Lluagor va Melynlas
dang dudc budc gitra dan
ngua cua cac chién binh;
cach dé6 moét quang,
Islimach dang bon chon
cao dat va cO kéo sgi day

https://thuvie'nsach.vn



budc cua minh.

O gitra khodng trong,
Taran nget thd khi nhin
thay chi€c Vac Tai Sinh, gic
da dudc thao ra khoi cang.
Mac du co hai ngudi linh
cua Morgant di'ng canh no
vGi thanh guom tudt tran,
Taran van khong thé rii bd
noi khi&p sg va linh tinh cé
diém gd& bao quanh chiéc
vac nhu mét man suong
mu den toi.
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“Ngai c6 sgd Arawn sé
tdn cbng ngai 6 day dé
gianh lai chiéc vac khong?”
Taran thi tham.

Mi mat Morgant cup
xuong va 6ng ta liéc nhin
Taran vé vua gian dir vua
kiu hanh. "Bat ky ké nao
dam thach thdc ta sé phai
tra gia.” Ong ta lanh lung
ndi. “"Cho du dd la chinh
Chua Té Annuvin di nira.”

MOt ngu@i linh vén tam
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man che ca mot trong
nhitng chiéc liéu I6n nhat
va Vi tuéng dan ca nhom
vao.
O do, vai tay chan
dang bi troi chat, Ellidyr
dang nam bat dong. Mat
anh ta day mau va anh ta
co ve bi thuong nang dén
noi Eilonwy khdng ghim noi
mot ti€éng kéu thuong xot.
“Sao lai thé nay?”
Taran kéu I6n, quay sang
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Morgant vé choang vang va
trach cUr. “Thua bé ha,” cau
vOi ndéi thém, “cac chién
binh cia ngai khong co
quyén doi xU vdi anh ta toi
té dén vay! bay that la mét
cach doi dai dé tién va
dang ho then.”

“Ngudi dam chat van
cach xU su cua ta sao?”
Morgant tra I0i. “"Nguai phai
hoc cach vang IGi di. Cac
chi€n binh cua ta tuan theo
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lénh ta va ngudi cling vay.
Hoang tU Ellidyr dam chong
lai ta. Ta khuyén ngudi
khong nén hoc theo guong
han.”

Morgant vuUa ha [énh,
mot toan linh canh co vii
trang lién budc ngay vao
léu. Vi tuéng khoat tay ra
hiéu vé phia Taran va cac
ban dong hanh cua cau.

“Tu6c vl khi cua
chung, tréi chung lai.”
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Chuong XIX: VI TUONG

Trudc khi Taran kinh
ngac kip rut guom ra thi
mot tén linh da tum lay cau
va nhanh chong bé quat
tay cau ra sau. Chang ca si
cing bi tréi chat. Miéng
hét, chan da, Eilonwy co
chong tra lai mot cach vo
ich. Trong moOt thoang,
Gurgi thoat dugc khoi
nhirng ké bat bé va lao vé
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phia vua Morgant. Nhung
mot tén linh hung bao dap
nd nga xuong dat, ngoi lén
than hinh mém oat clia nd
va tréi go lai.

“Tén  phan  trac
Eilonwy thét 1én. “Do doi
tral Nguai dam lay cap...”

“Bat n6 cam miéng lai.’
Morgant lanh lung ndi, va
chi moét giay sau, mot
miéng gié da bop nghet
tiéng kéu cua co.
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Taran dién cudng co
vat 16n thoat ra dé dén bén
cOd bé, nhung rbéi cau ciing
bi quat nga va hai chan bi
tréi chat bang day da.
Morgant im lang dirng nhin,
nét mat danh lai khong
chdt biéu cam. Bon linh
canh ddng day rGi khoi
nhom ban giG da hoan toan
bat luc. Morgant ra hiéu
cho dam chién binh rGi can
lieu.
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Taran, dau 6c van con
quay cudng vi boi roi va
hoai nghi, kéo cang nhirng
sgi day tréi. “Nguadi da la
mot ke phan bdi.” cau gao
lén. “GiG nguai con dinh trd
thanh mot tén sat nhan
nifa sao? Tat ca ching ta
déu dugc Gwydion bao ho,
nguci sé khdng thoat noi
con thinh nd6 cua 6ng ay
dau!”

“Ta khon
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Gwydion,” Morgant tra 10i,
“va bay gid su bao vé cua
han danh cho cac nguaoi
ciing vo dung thoi. That ra,
nd la vO dung vGi toan
Prydain nay. Ngay ca
Gwydion cling bat luc trudc
bon Vac Dau.”

Taran kinh hoang nhin
6ng ta. “Nguci khong thé
dung chiéc vac dé chéng lai
nhirng nguGi anh em dong
loai cua chinh minh. Nhu
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vay con xau xa hon ca
phan bli va giét ngudi
niral”

“Nguadi nghi vay sao?”
Morgant dap. “"Néu vay thi
ngudi con phai hoc nhiéu
diéu hon la biét cach vang
I0i day. Chi€c vac chi thudc
vé ké nao biét bao vé va su
dung no. No la thd v khi
dang dgi mot ban tay diéu
khién. Arawn d3 la chu
nhan cua no nhiéu nam roi,
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vay ma han van dé mat no.
Péd chang phai la bdng
chirng chirfng minh rang
han khong xing dang,
khong cé du quyén luc hay
muu meo dé ngdn khodng
cho nd tudt khdi tay minh
sao? Ellidyr, tén ngoc kiéu
ngao dy, da tudng rang
han cd thé gilr nd. Han
tham chi con khong dang
dé€ dem ném vao ldng vac
nira kia.”
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“Cai gi,” Taran kéu Ién,
“ngudi dinh canh tranh vdi
Arawn sao?”

“Canh tranh v@i han
u?"” Morganthoi véi mot nu
cudi khac nghiét. “Khong.
Ta mudn |4t d6 han. Ta
bi€t siic manh clda minh,
mac du ta da phai phuc vu
nhirng ké kém coi han. GiG
ta thay rang thoi khac da
chin mu6i. Khong cé may
ngudi,” o6ng ta ngao man
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noi ti€p, “cd thé hi€u dugc
cach s dung quyén luc. Va
cling khong cé6 may ngudi
dam s dung no khi cé
dudgc ca hoi.

Gwydion cling da tung
cd cd hbi gianh dudgc mot
quyén luc nhu thé nay,”
Morgant ti€p tuc, “nhung
han lai tor chdi. Nhung ta
sé khéng dé nd tudt khoi
tay minh dau. Liéu nguai
c6 lam vay khong?”
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“T6i u?” Taran hoi, kinh
sg nhin Morgant.

Vua Morgant gat dau.
Mi mat Oong ta van cup
xuéng che kin mat, nhung
khuon mat diéu héu cua
ong ta ruc lén vé them
khat. “Gwydlon da ke cho
ta nghe vé nguai.” Ong ta
néi. “"Ong ta chi k& rat it
nhung chuat it ay da khién
ta chd y. Nguoi la mot
thi€u nién gan da - va co 1€
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con hon thé nira. Hon bao
nhiéu thi ta khong biét.
Nhung ta biét rang nguoi
khong c6 ho hang, khong
coO tén tudi hay tucng lai.
Nguoi khéng thé mong ddi
bat ky diéu gi. Thé
nhung...” Morgant thém
vao, “ngudi cling cod thé
mong dgi tat ca.

Ta sé khong bao gio
trao cd hoi nay cho mot ke
nhu Ellidyr.” Morgant noi
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ti€p. “"Han qua tu kiéu, han
tin rang do la siic manh
clla han nhung thuc ra do
lai la di€m yéu nhéat. Nguoi
cd nhd ta da ndi vbi nguai
rang ta bi€t ro ai la ké co
khi phach khong? Co6 rat
nhiéu diéu ngudi cd thé
lam, Taran x& Caer Dallben
a. Va do la cd hoi ma ta
muon gianh cho ngugi -
héy thé coi ta la lanh chua
cua ngudi va phuc vu ta,
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va khi dén tudi, nguci sé
trd thanh tu Iénh cua ta,
chi di’ng duGi mot minh ta
trén toan xU Prydain nay.”

“Tai sao ngudi lai danh
cho ta cd hoi nay?” Taran
hoi I6n. “Sao nguai lai chon
ta?”

“Nhu ta da ndi day,”
Morgant tra I0i, “nguci co
thé dat dugc rdt nhiéu
diéu, néu cod ngudi md
dudng cho nguci. bung
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phl nhan rang tur lau nguoi
da md gianh dudc vinh
quang. Sé khong phai la
qua kho khan dé nguai cé
dugc diéu do, néu ta danh
gia dung nguai.”

"Néu danh gia dung
ta,” Taran vac lai, “thi
nguai s€ biét ta khong bao
gid phuc vu mot tén phan
trac, xau xa!”

“Ta khong co thdi gian
ngoi day nghe nguoi kéu
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gao cho ha gian.” Morgant
noi. “TU giG cho dén binh
minh con nhiéu ké hoach
phai dé ra. Ta sé dé cho
nguci suy nghi diéu nay:
tréd thanh moét trong nhirng
chién binh dau tién cua ta,
hay moét trong nhirng tén
Vac Dau dau tién.”

“Vay thi hay dang ta
cho chiéc vac di!” Taran
gao lén. “Hay ném ta vao
long nd ngay luc nay, khi ta
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con song!”

“Nguoi da goi ta la tén
phan trac,” Morgant mim
cudi. “nhung dung goi ta la
tén ngoc. Ta ciing biét ro bi
mat cua chiéc vac. Ngudi
nghi ta s& dé cho chiéc vac
bi phd huy trudc khi bat
dau cong viéc cua nd sao?
Pung vay,” ong ta ti€p tuc,
“ta cling da tung dén khu
dam lay Morva, rat lau
trudc khi chiéc vac bi cuGp
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khoi Annuvin. Bdi ta da biét
sém muon gi thi Gwydion
cling tim cach tan cong
Arawn. Va vay la ta da
chudn bj san sang Nguoi
da phai tra gia cho chiéc
vac dau u? Ta cling phai
trd gid dé dudc biét nd
hoat dong ra sao. Ta biét
lam cach nao dé pha huy
nd, va ta biét lam cach nao
dé bat nd dem lai quyén
luc cho ta.
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Nhung du sao thi nguoi
cling rat bao gan vi da nghi
rang cd thé danh IUra ta.”
Morgant hém vao. “Ngudi
khi€p sg ta,” ong ta ndi, cui
xuong gan Taran, “va @
Prydain nay co rat nhiéu ké
cing s¢ ta. Nhung nguai
van khong chiu dau hang.
Khong c6 may ke dam lam
diéu do. bang la mot tha
kim loai quy dang dgi dé
dugc toi ren.”
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Taran dinh md& miéng
ndi, nhung vi tuéng da gic
tay Ién ngan cau lai. “bung
néi gi nira. Thay vao do,
hay nghi cho ky. Néu tu
chéi thi nguai sé trg thanh
mot tén nd € khong biét
noi, khong biét suy nghi,
tham chi con khong co cai
chét dé gidi thoat nguoi
khoi canh no dich.”

Tim Taran triu xuong,
nhung ciu van ngang cao
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dau kiéu hanh. “Néu do la
s6 phan da dinh san cua
ta...”

“Sé lam mot s6 phan
ha khac hon ngudi tudng
nhiéu.” Morgant ndi, mat
loé [én. “MOt chién binh
khong sg phai tU bo mang
song cua minh, nhung li€u
han c6 dam hy sinh tinh
mang cac ban dong hanh
khong?”

Taran ha hoc miéng
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kinh hoang khi Morgant néi
tiép.

“Pang th€,” vi tudng
noi, “tung nguGi mot, cac
ban nguci sé bi giét va
ném vao chiéc vac. NO sé
nudt chirng nhirng ai day,
trudc khi ngudi van xin ta
dung lai? Tén ca si chang?
Hay la con thu Iong la theo
hau nguai? Hay la c6 cong
chda tré tudi nay? Tat ca
bon ching sé bi giét trudc,
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trong khi nguci phai ngoi
nhin. Va nguai s€ la ke cudi
cung.

Hay can nhac that ky.”
vi tuGng noi. “Ta sé quay
lai nghe cau tra IGi cua
ngudi.” Ong ta hat chiéc 4o
choang den Ién vai va buGc
ra khoi léu.

Taran vat 10n cO thoat
khoi nhitng sgi day trdi,
nhung ching dugc budc rat
chac. Cau lai nga xoai ra va
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guc dau xuong.

Chang ca si, vbn im
lang tu nay gid, thd ra mot
hoi dai rau ri. “Khi con &
khu dam lay Morva,” anh
ndi, “néu biét trudc thé nay
thi t6i da xin Orddu bién
minh thanh mot con coc
roi. Luc do thi t6i khong
quan tam dén y tudng ay
cho lIam, nhung giG nghi lai
thi lam coc con vui han lam
linh vac dau. It ra cling co
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nhiing vong sucng dém dé
nhay mua quanh.”

“Han sé& khong thé lam
dudc diéu nay.” Taran noi.
“Chung ta phai tim cach
tron thoat. Chuang ta khong
dugc dé méat hy vong.”

“Toi hoan toan dong
y.” Fflewddur dap. Y nghi
chung chung cua cau that
la tuyét hao; chi co diéu no
thiu cac chi tiét cu thé
théi. D€ méat hy vong u?
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Khong bao gig! Mot ngudi
ho Fflam Iudén Iubn hy
vong! TOi sé tiép tuc hy
vong, anh ta U ri thém
vao, “ngay ca khi chung
xong tGi va ném téi vao
chiéc vac.” )

Gurgi va Ellidyr van
nam mé man, nhung
Eilonwy thi khdong ngung
nhay nghién miéng gié va
gi&f thi rét cubc cGng nha
no ra dugc khoi miéng.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Morgant!” C6 thd hon
hén. “Roi hdn sé& phai tra
gia cho chuyén nay! Toi da
tudng toi sé chét ngat mat!
Han khong cho toi noi
nhung han khdng thé bat
t6i khong lam nghe dugc.
Khi han quay lai, toi hy
vong han sé tim cach ném
tdi vao vac trudc. Han sé
s6m bi€t dudc han dang
phai do6i pho vdéi ai. Han sé
phai udc gi han chua bao
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gid nghi dén chuyén lam ra
nhirng tén linh vac dau cua
riéng minh!”

Taran lac dau. “Dén llc
do thi qua muodn roi. Chung
ta sé bi giét trudc khi bi
ném vao chiéc vac. Khong,
chi ¢c6 mot hy vong duy
nhat ma théi. Khong co ai
trong sO cac ban phai hy
sinh vi t6i. TO6i da quyét
dinh s€ lam gi r6i.”

“Quyét dinh ay a!”
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Eilonwy bat kéu |én. “Diéu
duy nhat anh phai quyét
dinh 13 Iam sao dé ching
ta thoat khdi can [Eu nay.
NEu anh nghi dén di€u qi
khac thi chi dang lang phi
thoi gian théi. That chang
khac nao nghi xem cé nén
gai dau khong khi cd6 mot
hon da sap roi xuéng do.”
“Pay la quyét dinh cula
t6i.” Taran cham rai noi.
“TOi s& chap nhan I0i dé
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nghi cua Morgant.”

“Cai gi?” Eilonwy thot
lén nhu khdng tin ndi vao
tai minh. “T6i tudng rang
anh da hoc dudc diéu gi do
tur chi€c tram cua Adaon roi
cd day. Lam sao anh lai co
thé nghi dén chuyén chap
nhan dugc nhi?”

“TOi sé thé trung thanh
vGi Morgant.” Taran ndi
ti€p. "Han sé cd dugc IO
thé cua t6i, nhung khong
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thé bat toi gilr 16i dugc.
MOt I0i thé thot ra khi bi de
doa tinh mang thi khong
thé rang budc tbi. Bang
cach do thi it nhat ching ta
cing c6 thém chut thdi
gian.”

“Anh chac la linh cua
Morgant khong dap vao
dau anh ma anh khong
nhan ra day chd?” Eilonwy
gay gat hoi. “Anh nghi
Morgant khong doan dugc
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diéu anh du tinh hay sao?
Han khong hé cé y dinh
lam dung nhu thoa thuan
dau; kiéu gi han ciling sé
gi€t hét chung t6i thoi. Mot
khi han d& nam dugc anh
roi, y toi la nam chat hon
hién giG ay, thi anh sé
khong bao giG thoat ra
dugc. Morgant cd thé ting
la moét trong nhing vi
tudng vi dai nhat Prydain;
nhung han da trd thanh
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ngudi xau roi. Va néu anh
chap nhan IGi dé nghi cua
han thi anh sé thdy nd con
té hon phai lam mot tén
linh vac dau n{ra. Mac du
toéi cling phai thua nhan
rang lam linh vac dau cling
chang hay ho gi.”

Taran im lang mot hoi
ldu. “TOi e rang cO noi
dang.” cau tiép. “Nhung toi
khong biét ching ta con co
thé 1am gi khac nira.”
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“Hay tim cach thoat ra
trudc.” Eilonwy khuyén.
“Ching ta co thé quyét
dinh lam gi ti€p theo khi
thai khac dén. D6i khi that
khdé ma nghi xem nén chay
di dau khi chan tay déu bi
tréi chat.”

MOt cach vat va, nhom
ban lai sat gan nhau va co
th(r cdi day troi cho nhau.
Nhung nhitng nat day
khong chiu long ra. Chung
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tudt khoi nhirng ngon tay
té dai cla ho va can ngap
sau han vao da thit ho.
Nhém ban tha di thu
lai cho dén khi guc xudng,
hét ca hoi va mét Ir. Tham
chi ca Eilonwy ciing khong
con du sic dé ndi nifa. Ho
nam nghi mot lat, hy vong
sé lay lai sic, nhung dém
tr6i qua nhu mot con ac
mong nang né dau ddén va
nhirng khoanh khac ngan
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ngui khi ho chdp mat trong
giac ngu chap chon, chang
khién ho khoe I[én chut
nao, han nira ho ciing
khdng dam bo phi quang
thoi gian quy bau; Taran
bi€t troi sé sang rat nhanh.
Nhirng tia sang binh minh
xam Xxit lanh I€o da bat dau
len 16i vao trong I€u.

Ca dém, trong khi ho hi
huc danh vat véi day troi,
Taran da nghe ti€éng binh
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linh chay ram rap quanh
khoang trong, giong
Morgant thét Ién ra |énh
gay gat va cap bach. Gio
cau dau ddn |é dén bén
tam man che cira léu, ap
ma xuong nén dat lanh gia
va c6 nhom ra. Cau khong
nhin thay gi nhiéu, vi mot
man sucdng cudn xoay boc
|lén trén bai cd va cau chi
O thé théy nhiing hinh thu
I m& dang vOi va chay di
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chay lai. Cau doan dam
binh linh dang thu don do
dac, ¢ 1& chudn bi nhd
trai. Mot tiéng hi dai nghe
that dang thuong vong lén
tur chd dan ngua bi budc va
Taran nhan ra do la tiéng
cua Islimach. Chiéc vac van
nam IU U & d6; cdu co thé
nhin thay hinh dang to
dung, den si, day de doa
cua no, va trong khoanh
khac kinh hoang, cau thay
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nhu cai miéng cua nd dang
ha hoc ra mot cach tham
lam.

Taran lan sang bén va
bo trd lai chd cac ban. Mat
chang ca si tai nhgt; anh ta
gan nhu mé man vi mét
moi va dau ddn. Eilonwy
ngang dau Ién va léng I8
nhin cau.

“Sao?” Fflewddur lam
bam, “Pa dén luc chia tay
roi sao?”
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“Chua dau.” Taran ndi,
"“Nhung Morgant sé sém
dén day thoi, toi e la vay.
Va roi thdi khac cta ching
ta sé diém. Gurgi thé nao
roi?” )

“Toi nghiép, nd van con
bat tinh.” Eilonwy dap. “Cu
dé€ nd nam yén day, nhu
vay tot haon.”

Ellidyr cua minh va yéu
Gt rén ri. Cham rdi, mat
anh ta md ra; anh ta cau
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may, quay guong mat dam
mau, giap nat cua minh vé
phia Taran, va nhin cau
mét hdi nhu thé khong
nhan ra. ROi cap moi nut
né cua anh ta map may vdi
cai nhan mat chua chat
quen thudc.

"Vay la chung ta lai &
cung mot cho, Taran xU
Caer Dallben.” Anh ta noi.
“Toi khong nghi la chudng ta
gap lai nhau s6m dén thé.”
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“Xin dung lo, con trai
cua Pen - Llarcau.” Taran
dap. “Sé khong con lau
dau.”

Ellidyr cdi dau. “TOi
that su’ rat hoi tiéc vé viéc
nay. TOi s€ dén bu tat ca
nhirng gi sai trai toi da gay
ra cho cau.”

“Li€éu ngai c6 noi nhu
vay khong néu chiéc vac
con trong tay ngai?” Taran
khé hoi.
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Ellidyr ngan ngu. “Toi
phai tha that, toi ciing
khong biét. Con quai vat
den t6i ma cau nhin thay la
mot 6ng chu khac nghiét;
nhirng méng vubt cua no
that sac nhon. Vay ma dén
luc nay toi mdi cam thay
chunag.

Nhung t6i ndi v4Gi cau
diéu nay.” Ellidyr ndi ti€p,
c6 ngoi day. “Toi da Iy cap
chi€c vac chi vi long kiéu
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hanh, khdng phai dé lam
diéu xau. Toi thé vdi cau,
v@i chut danh du nao con
sot lai trong t6i, rang toi sé
khong bao gi¢ s’ dung no.
Phai, dung la t6i dinh gianh
vinh quang cua cau cho
riéng minh, nhung toi cling
sé dem chi€c vac dén cho
Gwydion va dé éng &y pha
huy nd. Xin hay tin nhu
vay.”

Taran gat dau. “Tai tin
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ngai, hoang tor x& Pen -
Llarcau a. Va gid cd € toi
con tin hodn ca ngai tin
chinh ban than minh nira
kia.”

Mot ngon gid ndi Ién,
rén ri qua nhifng tan la va
khi€n nhitng can [Eu run
ray. TAm man cla bi thoi
bat sang bén. Taran nhin
thaday dam binh linh xép
thanh nhitng hang dai
dang sau chiéc vac.
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Chuang XX: CAI GIA
CUOI CUNG

“Ellidyr!” Taran goi.
“Ngai co du siic dé dat dat
day troi va giai thoat cho
chuang t6i khong?”

Ellidyr lan minh sang
mot bén va gdng hét sic
kéo cang nhilng sgi day
siét chat. Chang ca si va
Taran tim cach giup anh ta,
nhung cudi cung Ellidyr lai
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nam nga ra, mét phd va
thd hén hén vi dau dén do
qua co gang.

“Phan 16n suc luc cla
ti da can rdi.” anh ta lam
bam. “To6i e la Morgant da
giang cho to6i mot don chi
tr. Toi khoéng thé lam gi
han duoc.”

Tam man clra lai bi thoi
bat 1én. MOt giay sau,
Taran bi kéo giat dd'ng lén
va xoay ngoat lai mot cach
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thd bao. Cau dién cudng da
ra bang doi chan bi troi
chat va c6 ding thang day.

“bung vung vay nira,
do ngoc!” MOt giong quat
vao tai cau.

"Doli!” Tim Taran nhay
|én. “Ong day u?”

“Cau hoi hay day!”
Giong noi cam cau dap lai.
“PBung cé tim cach danh toi
nira! Khong can cdu quan
quai thi cling da du kho roi!
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Khong bié€t tén nao da budc
nhirng cai nut nay, nhung
tdi cau cho chung thit lay
co han!”

Taran cam thay hai
ban tay manh mé kéo
nhitng sgi day da. “Doli!
Sao 6ng dén day dugc?”

“Pung quay ray toi vdi
nhilng chuyén  huyén
thuyén &y.” ong lun cdn
nhan. Taran cam thay mot
cai dau goi thudc vao lung
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minh trong khi Doli gqilr
nhirng sgi day trdi cho chac
han. “Cau khong thay toi
dang ban a?” Ong lun lau
bau. “"Khong, tat nhién la
cau khong thay dudc roi,
nhung chang quan trong
gi. Chét tiét! Néu t6i khong
danh mat cay riu cia minh
thi t0i da xong tur doi nao
roi! Oi chi€c hai cai tai cua
téi! T6i chua bao giG tang
hinh mét leo lau nhu thé
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nay! Ong bap cay! Ong vo
vel”

bot nhién, nhitng soi
day tréi long ra. Taran ngoi
day va bat dau cd gang tu
cdi tréi chan minh. Mot lat
sau, Doli hién hinh trg lai
va xoay sang giai thoat cho
chang ca si. Ong lun to
khoé Iam bun khap ngudi,
va hai tai 6ng da chuyén
sang mau xanh ngat. Dol
dung lai va dua tay Ién 6m
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dau. “Tang hinh nhu thé la
du 1dm roi!” Ong kéu 1én.
O trong nay thi khong can
nifa. Chua can. Oi ong
nghé! Ca mot t6 ong dang
vo vo trong tai t6i day
nay!”

“Lam sao ong tim dudc
chiang t6i?” Eilonwy hoi,
trong khi ong lun but dut
nhirng sgi day troi co.

"Néu c6 mudn biét,”
ong lun s6t rudt dap lai,
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“khong phai la téi tim thay
cac ban. Luc dau thi khong.
Toi da tim thay Ellidyr. Nhin
thdy han di tor dudi song
lén, chi mot lat truGc khi
Morgant tim dugc han. TOi
dang trén duong dén Caer
Cadarn dé nhd Gwydion
giup dG sau khi da ri bo
dugc bon Thg San. Toi
khong dam bo phi thdi gian
dé dudi theo cac ban qua
khu dam lay. Ellidyr da co
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dudc chiéc vac. Va ca ngua
cla cac ban nira. biéu dé
khi€n toi nghi ngd. Vay la
toi bién thanh vo hinh va di
bd bam theo han. Ngay khi
hi€u chuyén gi d3 xay ra,
toi lién quay lai tim cac
ban. Con ngua nho cua toi
da chay mat — cai con quai
phai gio ay, chung t6i chua
bao gio hoa thuan ca - va
cac ban da dén day trudc

N V/4

tol.
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Ong IUn quy xuéng va
cdi tréi cho Gurgi, no da
bat dau toé ra co chut sinh
khi, nhung ngan ngu khi
dén gan Ellidyr. “Tén nay
thi sao0?” Doli hoi. “T6i nghi
la dé hdn nhu vay thi tét
han.” Ong ta cOc can thém
vao. “Toi biét han da dinh
lam gi.”

Ellidyr ngang dau lén.

Taran bat gap cai nhin
cua anh ta va nhanh chong
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ra hiéu cho Doli. “Hay cdi
troi cho anh ta.” Taran noi.

Doli ngan ngu veé nghi
ngai. Taran nhac lai [Gi
minh. Ong lun lac dau roi
nhdn vai. “"Néu cau da noi
vay.” ong lam bam va lai
bat dau cdi troi cho Ellidyr.

Trong khi Eilonwy dut
dit sgi day tréi cd tay
Gurgi, chang ca si chay dén
bén mép léu va ngd ra.
Taran di tim vi khi, nhung
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vo ich.

“T6i c6 thé théy
Morgant.” Fflewddur néi to.
“"Han dang trén dudng dén
day. Han sé c6 mot bat ngo
nho nho.”

"Nhung chiung ta
khong co6 vi khi!'” Taran
kéu Ién. “Chung qua dong
so vGi ching ta va co thé
gi€t ching ta trong nhay
mat!”

“Hay xé phia sau can
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léu ra!” Doli quat. “Chung
ta s€ chay vao rung!”

“Va dé& chiéc vac lai
trong tay Morgant u?”
Taran dap lai. “Khong,
ching ta khong thé lam thé
dugc!”

Ellidyr ddng day. “Toi
khéng du sic dé bt dat
day troi,” Anh ta ndi
“nhung t6i van cé thé lam
viéc nay vi cac ban.”

TruGc khi Taran kip

https://thuviensach.\'/n



ngan anh ta lai, Ellidyr da
lao ra khoi Iéu. Bam linh
canh kéu I|én bao dong.
Taran nhin thay Morgant
kinh ngac lui lai, r6i vung
gucm lén.

“Gi€t han di!” Morgant
ra |énh. “Giét han! Pung dé
han lai gan chiéc vac!”

Cung chang ca si va
Doli theo sat gét, Taran
chay ra khdi Iéu va xong
vao Morgant, dién cuodng
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vat Ion dé giat ludi guom
khoi tay han. V3&i mot tiéng
gam man rg, Morgant tum
|dy ¢ cdu va ném xudng
dat, roi quay lai dudi theo
Ellidyr. Bon ky si cing da
rdi khoi hang ngii va voi va
siét chat vong vay quanh
dang hinh dang chay cua
anh.

Taran bo day. TruGc
mat, cau nhin thay Ellidyr
dang chong tra mot tén
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linh. Chién d&u nhu thé
anh ta chua tung bao giG
chi€n dau. Taran biét rang
hoang tU x& Pen — Llarcau
dang don hét chat suc luc
con lai cua minh. Ellidyr
quat tén linh xubdng dat,
nhung loang choang vap
nga va thét [én khi bi thanh
gudm cua han dam vao
sudn. Om chat vét thucng,
Ellidyr lao dao di tai trudc.
“*Khong! Khong!” Taran
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hét I6n. “Ellidyr, hay tu ciu
minh di!”

Chi con cach chiéc vac
vai budc, vat 1on nhu dién,
Ellidyr thoat khoi bon linh
canh. Thé roi, v8i mot tiéng
thét, anh ta lao minh vao
cai miéng ha hoc cua chiéc
Vac Tai Sinh.

Chiéc vac rung minh
nhu mot vat song. Khi€p sg
va kinh hoang, Taran lai
cat tiéng goi Ellidyr. Cau
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ving vay tim dudng dén
bén chi€c vac, nhung chi
mot gidy sau, mot tiéng nod
chdi tai, to hon ca tiéng
sam, da vang khap khoang
rng. Rang cay trui la run
ray dén tin gbc, nhiing
canh cdy quan quai nhu
dau dén. Thé roi, gilra
nhifrng tiéng vang xé toac
khong khi va moét con l6c
gao thét phia trén, cai vac
nut ra lam d6i va vG vun.
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Nhirng manh v@ I6m chdm
rédi xuong khoi than hinh
bat dong cua Ellidyr.

MOt con chién ma tu
bui ram lao ra. CuGi trén
lrng no la vua Smoit, thanh
gudm tudt tran trong tay,
miéng ho vang tiéng kéu
xung tran. Pang sau vi vua
rau do, mot doi ky ma
phong tGi va xong vao dam
binh linh cua Morgant.
Trong ddi quan hon loan,
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Taran thoang thay bdng
mot con ngua trang phi
nuGc dai vao gilra tran
danh.

“Gwydion!” Taran goi
I6n va c6 chay dén bén
o6ng. Bung luc do thi cau
nhin thay bac Coll; ngudi
chién binh gai kién cudng
da tuot guom ra va chém
dir déi quanh minh.
Gwystyl, v8i Quac bam trén
vai cling nhay bd vao tham
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chién.

Gam lén tdc gian, vua
Smoit thuc ngua phdng
thang tdi Morgant. Han ta
gicd gudm lén tan bao chém
vao con ngua dang chom
tdi. Smoit nhay xubng dat.
Hai tén linh cua Morgant
lao tdi trudc 6ng ta dé bao
vé vua cua minh, nhung
Smoit chém ha ching bang
hai nhat gudm manh mé
va budc qua.
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Mat m3 to toé Ilra,
rang nhe ra, Morgant chién
dau mot cach man dai gilra
nhitng manh v3 cla chiéc
vac, nhu thé dang budng
binh tim cach gianh lai
chdng. Thanh gudm cua
han bi gdy dudi don tan
cdng clla Smoit, nhung han
van dam chém lién hoi
bang IuGi guom Idm chdm,
nét mat dong cing lai vai
mot vé nhan nhum day
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cam thu va ngao man, tay
van ndm chit moén vi khi
nhudm mau ngay ca khi da
nga xuong.

Nhirng tén ky si cua
Morgant déu da bi giét
hodc bat s6ng, trong khi
Gwydion cao giong ra Iénh
ngung chién. Taran loang
choang chay tGi bén Ellidyr
va tim cach nang anh ta
day. Cau dau khd guc dau
xuong. “Con quai vat den
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da chiu thua ngai roi,
hoang tU¢ x& Pen -
Llarcau.” cau khé nai.

MOt tiéng hi chdi tai
vang lén bén cau khién
Taran quay dau lai. Do la
Islimach, n6 da kéo dugc
coc budc ra va dang ddng
bén thi thé cia chu minh.
Con ngua dém lang ngang
cai dau gay guoc xuong
Xxau clua né lén, hat tung
bdm va phéong ra khoi
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khoang rung trong.

Taran hiéu dudc vé
dién dai trong mat con
ngua lang. Cau kéu Ién va
chay theo nd. Islimach lao
qua nhirng bui ram. Taran
c6 bat kip ndé va tim lay
day cuang dang lting lang,
nhung con ngua lang vung
ra va phi nuGc dai vé phia
hém nudi. N6 khong hé
cham budc ngay ca khi dén
bén mép vuc. Islimch nhay
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téi trudc, Id Iing gilra
khong trung trong mot
khoanh khac, roi lao xudng
dong da bén dudi. Taran
phai dua tay Ién che mat
va quay di.

Trong khoang rung
thua, thi thé cla wvua
Morgant va Ellidyr dugc dat
nam canh nhau, va nhiing
Ky si con song sot cua vua
Smoit cham rai cuGi ngua
thanh mot vong tron U ri
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quanh ho. Bing mot minh,
cach dé mot quang,
Gwydion nang né tua vao
thanh guom den Dyrnwyn,
mai dau bom xGm cua ong
guc xudng, guong mat
tu'ng trai cua ong day vé
dau kho. Taran lai gan
di’ng lang I1é bén canh ong.

Cubi cung Gwydion
cling Ién tiéng. “Fflewddur
d3 ké cho ta nghe chuyén
gi da xay ra vGi chau. Ta
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hét sic dau long vi mai
dén lic nay Coll va ta mdi
tim thay cac chau. Tuy
nhién, néu khong cd vua
Smoit va cac chién binh cua
ong é'y, thi ta e rang ching
ta cling khong thé chién
thang dugc. Ong ay da
sudt ruot va di tim chung
ta. Néu ta co thé gui tin
dén cho ong ay thi ta da
goi ong ta tu lau ro6i. Ta rat
ldy lam biét on vi su sét
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sang cua 6ng ay.

Va ta biét on ca chau
nira, cau bé Phu - Chan
Ign.” 6ng noi thém. “Chiéc
vac da bi pha huy, va cung
vGi nd la quyén luc cua
Arawn dé sinh ra thém
nhiéu tén linh Vac Dau
hon. Pay la moét trong
nhirng that bai nang né
nhat ma Arawn tung phai
chiu dung. Nhung ta biét ro
cai gia ma chau phai tra.”
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“Chinh Ellidyr mdi Ila
ngudi phai tra cai gia sau
cung.” Taran cham rai noéi.
“Vinh quang nay thubc vé
anh ay. Anh ay da mat tat
ca, ké ca con chién ma cua
minh.”

“Hay cé |é la gianh
dugc tat ca.” Gwydion dap
lai. “Va vinh quang cua cau
é’y la chac chan. Chtjng ta
sé dung mot n90| md dé
tU6ng niém cau  ay.
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Islimach cling sé dudgc
chon cung cau ay, vi gio ca
hai déu da dudc yén nghi.
Nhirng ngudi linh da hy
sinh cua vua Smoit cling sé
dudc yén nghi trong vinh
quang. Va moét ngdi mo
cing sé dugc dung nén
cho Morgant, vua xU
Madoc.”

“Morgant u?” Taran
héi, ngac nhién nhin
Gwydion. “Sao lai co thé cb
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danh du nao danh cho mot
ké nhu vay dugc?”

"DEé xét doadn cai ac
hoan toan thi rat dé.”
Gwydion dap lai. “Nhung
than 06i, trong ching ta cai
tot va cai xau dan cai vao
nhau cing chat ché nhu
tng soi vai trén mot
khung cui vay; dé phan xét
dudc ching thi can phai cé
mot dau 6c uyén tham han
ta nhiéu.
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Vua Morgant da phung
su’ cac con trai cua Don rat
lau va tan tuy,” 6ng noi
ti€ép. “Trudc khi con khat
quyén luc lam chay hong
ong ta, ong ta da la mot
nha quy toc gan da va cao
quy. Trong chién tran, han
moét lan ong ta da clu
mang ta. Nhitng di€éu nay
van la mot phan cua 6ng ta
va khdng thé bi gat sang
bén dugc.
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Va vi vay chung ta sé
tudng niém Morgant vi con
ngudi cua Ong ta trudc kia;
va Ellidyr hoang t&r xr Pen
— Llarcau, vi con nguGi ma
cau ay da trg thanh.”

Gan khu trai cua
Morgant, Taran lai nhin
thady nhithg ngudi ban
dong hanh cua minh. budc
Eilonwy cham soc, Gurgi da
binh phuc lai sau cu dap
cua tén linh canh va chi
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con hai run ray mét chat.

“Cai dau yéu ¢t khon
khd day nhirng tiéng rang
rac dau ddén lam sao.”
Gurgi nd6i, mét moi mim
cudi véi Taran. “NO rat
buon vi khong dugc chién
dau bén cau chu nhan tu.
N6 dd cd thé danh bai
nhifng tén chién binh hung
ac, 6, phai!”

“Panh nhau thé la du
lam r6i.” Eilonwy ndi. “Toi
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da tim lai dugc thanh
gudm cua anh day.” CO noi
thém, tra mon vi khi cho
Taran. “Nhung d6i khi toi
udc rang cu Dallben d3
khong trao no6 cho anh. No
chi toan dan dén nhCrng
chuyén rac r6i ma thoi.”

“O t6i nghi rac r6i cla
chiung ta da qua hét roi.”
Fflewddur xen vao, nang
niu canh tay bi gay cua
minh. “Cai vac cii ky dang
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ghét ay da bi v@ thanh
tu'ng manh, nha cé Ellidyr.”
Anh buon ba ndi ti€p. “Cac
ca si sé hat ca nggi chién
cOng cua chung ta — va cua
ca anh ay nira.”

“To6i thi khong them
quan tam dén chuyén ay.”
Doli lau bau, xoa xoa hai
tai, chung bay gic mdi dan
dan trd lai mau sac binh
thudng. “Toi chi khong
muon bat ky ai, tham chi
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ca Gwydion di chang nira,
lai nghi ra thém bat ky ké
hoach gi bat toi phai tang
hinh.”

"Ong ban gia Doli tot
bung.” Taran nodi. “Ong
cang cau nhau bao nhiéu
thi 6ng lai cang cam thay
dac y v6i minh bady nhiéu.”

"Ong ban gia Doli tot
bung ay a.” Ong lun dap
lai. "HUmM!”

Taran nhin thay bac
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Coll va vua Smoit dang
nghi ngoi bén dudi mot goc
cay soi. Bac Coll da cdi bo
chi€éc mi bd sat dau, va
mdc du mat day vét bam
va Vét chém, 6ng van mim
CUGi, cai dau hoi cua Ong
bong Ién vé hai long, trong
khi 6ng quang tay lén vai
Taran. “Bac chau ta da
khong sém gap nhau nhu
ta muon,” bac Coll ndi va
nhdy mat, “vi ta nghe dau
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chau con ban lam nhirng
viéc khac.”

"Mau thit cua ta ail”
vua Smoit ndi to, vO manh
|én lung Taran. “Lan cudi ta
thay cau, trong cau c’ nhu
mot con tho vua bi 16t da
ay. Gig thi con tho da bién
roi, chi con lai da boc
xuong thoi!”

Mot ti€ng quang quac
to ngat IGi vi vua rau do.
Ngac nhién, Taran quay
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sang va nhin thay Gwystyl
dang ngbi mot minh veé u é.
Trén vai 6ng, Quac dang
nhay Ién nhay xubng va
gat gu ve thich thu.

“Lai la cau.” Gwystyl
nhan xét, thd dai thudn
thugt trong khi Taran vOi
lai gan. “Cau khong dugc
d6 16i cho tbi vi nhitng gi
da xay ra dau day. Toi da
canh bao trudc cho cau roi
ma. Nhung chuyén gi da
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xay ra thi da xay ra roi, gic
co than van ciling chang ich
gi nira. Chéng c6 tac dung
gi hét.”

*Ong khong Iua toi
dudgc nira dau, Gwystyl
nguadi My Toc a.” Taran noi.
“TOi biét 6ng la ai va nhirng
viéc gan da cua ong nira.”

Quac kéu Ién vui ve khi
Taran vuot ve bd 16ng cua
no va gai gai dugi mo no.

“Cho no |én vai cau di.”
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Gwystyl bao. "N6 mudn thé
dady. Thét ra, cdu cd thé gill
nd ludn ciling dudc, coi nhu
la qua ta dn cla ngudi dan
My Toc. Vi cau cling da
giup chung t6i. Chung toi
khong yén tam chut nao
khi chi€éc vac dang con nam
lan 16c ¢ dau do; khong ai
biét chuyén gi sé xay ra.
Phai, phai, dd lay no di.”
Gwystyl néi thém vdi mot
tiEng thd dai ao nao. “NoO
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da mén cau roi day. Ciling
chang sao. Toi khéng con
chiu néi mét con qua nao
nira. Khéng thé chiu noi.”
“Taran!” Quac kéu lén.
“Nhung t6i phai bao
trudc vbi cau,” Gwystyl ndi
ti€p. “dung dé€ y dén nd.
Phan I6n thdi gian no noi
chi d& nghe chinh minh nai
théi — cling giong nhu mot
s6 ngudi khac ma toi co thé
ké tén ra day. Bi quyét la:
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dung no nghe né. Khong co
tac dung gi dau. Hoan toan
khong co tac dung gi dau.”

Sau khi cac ngéi mo da
dugc dung xong, Gwystyl
rdi di d&€ quay vé tram canh
dudng; nhom ban cung vua
Smoit va cac ky si cia 6ng
rdi khoi khoang rirng trong
va quay hgua vé phia dong
dai Avren. Cao tit trén dau
ho, vGi nhithg doi canh sai
rong lam toi sam bau trdi,
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tirng dan quai diéu néi dudi
nhau bay vé Annuvin.
Khong thay bong dang cua
bon Tho San dau; va
Gwydion tin rang Arawn,
sau khi nghe tin chiéc Vac
Tai Sinh da bi pha huy, da
triéu chung ve.

Nhom ban khong cudi
ngua vdi niém vui chién
thang ma di cham chap va
tram ngam. Trai tim cua
vua Smoit cling triu nang vi
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ong da bi mat nhiéu chién
binh cam dam.

V&i Quac dau trén vai,
Taran cuGi_ngua bén canh
Gwydion dan dau doi quan,
trong khi ho di theo con
dudng udn lugn qua nhirng
day doi ruc ré sac thu.
Taran khong néi gi suot
mot hoi lau.

“That la a.” cudi cung
cau nodi. “ba tu lau chau
mong moi dugc budc vao
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thé gidi cua nhirng ngudi
trudng thanh. GiG thi chau
thdy nd chi tran day khod
dau, doc ac va phan trac,
v@i nhirng ke san sang tiéu
diét tat ca@ moi th xung
quanh ho.” )
“Tuy nhién chau sé van
phai budc vao cai thé gidi
ay,” Gwydion tra IGi, “bdi vi
do la dinh ménh cua tat ca
chudng ta. Pung la chau da
phai thay nhirng diéu ay.
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Nhung & ddé tinh yéu va
niém vui cling nhiéu nhu
vay. Hay nghi tGi Adaon va
tin tudng vao diéu do.

Hay nghi dén ca nhirng
ngudi ban dong hanh cua
chau nira. Vi tinh ban danh
cho chau, ho san long tu
bo nhitng th( ho quy trong
hon hét thay; dung han la
tr bo tat ca nhitng gi ho
co.”

Taran gat dau. “Gig thi
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chdu da hiéu rang céi gia
chau phai tra la dé dang
nhat, bdi chi€c tram chua
bao gid thuc su thubc vé
chau. Chau da deo no,
nhung nd khong phai la
mot phan clda chau. Chau
lay lam biét on la chau da
dudc qilr no; it ra thi chau
cling hiéu, du chi trong mét
khoang thGi gian ngan
ngli, rang mot ca si cam
thay ra sao, va lam mot
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anh hung la nhu thé nao.”

“Po la ly do tai sao su
hy sinh cua chau lai kho
khan hon hét.” Gwydion
noi. “"Chau da lua chon dé
trd thanh mot anh hung
khong nhG vao phép than
ky ma dua vao diing khi
cta chinh minh. Va bdi vi
chau da lua chon, du dung
hay sai, chau ciling sé phai
ganh chiu moi rdi ro nguy
hi€m ma mot ngudi trudng
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thanh gap phai. Chau co
thé thanh cbng, cling ¢
thé that bai. ROi thdi gian
sé quyét dinh.”

Ho da tién vao thung
ling Ystrad, va & day
Gwydion ghim con ngua
bGm vang ong lai.

“Melyngar va ta phéi
quay vé Caer Dathyl,” ong
ndi, “va mang tin tdc vé
cho ddc thugng hoang
Math. Chau s& k& Vi
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Dallben tat ca nhirng gi da
xay ra; thuc ra thi [an nay
chau biét ro su tinh han ta
nhiéu.

Hay di nhanh.”
Gwydion ndi, chia tay ra.
“Cac ban dong hanh dang
dgi chau; va ta biét Coll
dang noéng long cay Xdi
vudn rau cua minh san
sang cho mua dong sap tdi.
Tam biét, Taran cau bé Phu
- Chan Ign, ngudi ban cua
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n

ta.

Gwydion vay chao va
thic ngua di vé phia bac.
Taran nhin theo cho dén
khi 6ng khuat khoi tam
mat. Cau quay Melynlas lai
va thay nhirng khuon mat
dang mim cuGi cua nhom
ban.

“Nhanh |én  nao.”
Eilonwy goi. “"Hen Wen
dang doi dugc tam day. Va
t6i sg rang téi cung Gurgi
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dad voi vang ra di dén noi
khong kip don dep lai can
bép nira. Con té haon ca
chudn bi lam mét cudc
hanh trinh ma quén mang
giay vay!”

Taran phi nuGc dai vé
phia ho.

-- Hét Tap 2 --

(1] nam doc ti€ng Anh la
toadstool - ghé dau cua coc
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