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VAO TRUYEN

Th Sau, ngay 2 thang Chin nam 1988.

Sau tran 6m dai dang, Shimada dang nam nha dudng sitc thi nhan dwgc mot
cudn sach.

Bia sach c6 mau tim odi hwong, tim dinh hwong, tim hoa lan hay... Shimada
nghi dén vai mau nhung van chwa biét mau nao chinh xac nhat, néi chung thi né
la mau tim nhat.

Sach dugc dong kho shinsho*. Mat tredce in mot khung vuong c6 vién cung
mau vdi bia, nam nghiéng 45 do ngay chinh giita, bén trong vé mét cai dau bo
den si nho ra khéi phong nén dé tham tréng nhw mot bién mau.

Goc trén bén phai khung la tén sach, bén trai khung la tén tac gia, ca hai dong
chir déu dwgc in dap noi:

ME LO QUAN
Shishiya Kadomi

Dai sach 1a mot dai bia xanh 14 cdy sim. Du6i dong ‘An pham méi ra thang
nay, tiéu thuyét cia Kitansha’ in nhitng chit ddm mau trang kiéu Gothic rat bat

mat:
Tac pham trinh tham
chinh cong méi ra mat
Sé phoi bay sy that ve
“AN MANG ME LO QUAN”
RO v6 van...

Shimada vira nghi nggi vira 1at dén bia cudi.

Gan day ngdn tit quang cao cho loai sach nay cang ngay cang 16.

Nghe néi hién nay tiéu thuyét rat &€ am, song thé loai trinh tham tung ra van
chiém dwgc thi phan nhat dinh. C6 diéu, phdi néi that rang, sau khi doc mot
lwgng 16n tac pham dwgc bay ban trong hiéu sach, Shimada thyc sy hoang mang
vi chang biét né dang viét vé cai gi. Cac nha xudt ban c lién tuc cho ra hang mé
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truyén nhung ndi dung lai rat so sai, khién cho doc gia that vong roi gia tur tiéu
thuyét trinh tham...

Nhwng, dé la viéc cta ngwoi khac, sao minh ¢ phai lo lang khong dau?

Shimada 14t nhin phia sau. Bia cu6i in anh chup gan day va gidi thiéu so lugc
vé tac gid. C6é cam giac anh chup khong dugce dep cho lam.

O duéi 1 doan gidi thiéu tiéu thuyét:

Mé Lo Qudn dugc xdy trong long dat, c6 cdu triic nhw mét mé cung phirc tap.
Khi bén nha vdn trinh thdm tdp trung & ddy va ldy khu nha nay lam béi canh dé
sdng tdc tiéu thuyét thi tham kich ciing bdt dau.

Quadn bién thanh phong kin, lam hién trwong cho vu giét nguoi hang loat. Rot
cudc hung thu la ai?

... Nhitng quy ké khién ban rung minh run sg! Nhitng két cuc bdt ngo ngoai dy
dodn! Nhitng cdm gidc khong gi sanh néi!!!

Shimada cwoi nhat.

Phén gidi thiéu nay thoi phong qua dang. Nhitng noi s¢ ay déu do ngudi bién
tap soan ra, chit chinh tac gia dau c6 nhin nhan nhw vay?

Binh thwong vao hiéu sach ma thdy mdy cudn kiéu nay, Shimada sé chi cam
1én 14t gid qua loa va nhét dinh khong mua. That tinh Shimada khong ghét tiéu
thuyét trinh tham, tham chi con la doc gia trung thanh cada tiéu thuyét trinh tham
nuwdc ngoai. B6i khi néi hitng, Shimada ciing doc nhitng tac pham trong nwdc,
tiéc rang ching thwong khong dugc nhw ky vong, nén cudi cung danh xép xo.

Nhung...

... néu sach nay la do mdt nguwdi vo cung quen thudc véi minh viét ra thi lai la
chuyén khac. Pac biét, khi nguwdi ay da dich than g tang, Shimada cang khong
thé khong doc, chwa ké n6 viét vé ‘An mang Mé Lo Quan’...

Shimada kéo chan 1én dap ngang bung. Pém qua da hét sot, song cac khép
xwong van con nhwng nhitc. Vira ldc buén chan, nhin d6 day caa cuén nay thi
wdc chirng doc hai, ba tiéng dong ho 1a xong thdi.

Keé cai goi dudi cam, Shimada bat dau mé sach.

Trang dau la muc luc, Shimada nhin qua mot luot.

Cuodi cung la ‘Loi bat’. Doc phan nay da, roi sé doc phan chinh sau, day la thoéi
quen von c6 ctia Shimada.
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Loi bat
Lé ra doan van nay phai dat & dau, chang qua, toi nghi rat it nguoi sé doc lai ‘Loi
bat’ sau khi xem hét noi dung, nén to6i da dat n6 xuong cudi sach. Vi thé, doi voi
nhitng ban chwra doc ndi dung chinh, xin hay coi day la phan ‘M¢& dau’.

DPén nay, ban than t6i van cdm thdy do dy khi phat hanh an pham nay dwdéi
hinh thitc tiéu thuyét, bdi vi khi nhin thdy tén sach - Mé Lo Quan, c6 18 sé co
ngwoi nhan ra, day la cudn sach viét vé mot vu giét ngudi co that.

‘An mang Mé L6 Quan’ xay ra vao thang Tw ndm 1987, triing v6i ngdy thang
trong tiéu thuyét, hién trwvong la ngbi nha ky la cia mot nha van néi tiéng. Sy
kién ly ky ay da dugc gidi truyén thong thém bdét nhao nan va bién thanh tin titc
chan dong mot thoi.

Nhung dv luan cho rang phan ma bao chi dwa tin, van con nhiéu diém thiéu
sOt.

Puwong nhién r6i, béi né xady ra trong mot khung canh hét sitc dac biét, nhitng
ngwoi lién quan nam dugc tinh hinh thyce té lai khong mét ai ditng ra n6i ro rang.
Canh sat cling thay béi r6i trirde sy kién qua doi di thwong nay, tuy c¢6 nhan ra doi
chut ‘sy that’ bé noi, song ciing khong cong b ra ngoai. Két qua la bao chi chi
con cach tam chdp nhan dwa tin dva vao nhitng tuyén bo 14p lirtng cia canh sat.

Co6 1€ cac ban doc gia nghi rang t6i dang khoac lac, ra vé minh tan mat nhin
thdy? Rang nhitng ngudi lién quan dén sy kién déu gilt im lang, thi tai sao toi con
dung n6 lam dé tai viét sach?

To6i xin néi thang vdi cac ban.

Toi that sy la ngwoi da tan mat chitng kién sy kién do. Toi, Shishiya Kadomi,
la mot trong nhitng nguwdi lién quan dén vu giét ngwdi hang loat xdy ra vao thang
Tw nam 1987.

Lan nay t6i quyét dinh dung céach viét sach dé miéu ta qua trinh xdy ra vu an.

Vi hai ly do.

Thit nhat, vi 10i dé nghi nhiét tinh cia mot bién tap vién.

Thi¢ hai, nén néi thé nay, vi t6i mudn truy diéu nhitng ngwoi da chét trong an
mang do.

No6i vay c6 phan ho then nhuwng t6i tin rang, trong s6 ho, it nhat cling c6 mot
vai nguoi that sy dam mé va rat nhiét tinh véi dong van hoc khac thuong la tiéu
thuyét trinh tham. Cho nén t6i nghi dung 16i viét tiéu thuyét dé tai hién sw kién,
chinh la thi d6 cting t6t nhat dé an ti vong linh nguwdi da khuat.
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Phia trén la suy nghi ctia tac gia, c6 1&é né chang may quan trong doi véi da so
ban doc cling nén?

Du dau dudi, tinh tiét phitc tap dén may, rét cudc thi day chang qua ciing chi la
‘mOt cudn tiéu thuyét trinh tham’ ma thoi. B6i vdi doc gid, né chi la cudn sach
gidi tri dé xua bét thoi gian budn chan trong ngay. Pwong nhién t6i cho rang cach
nghi nay khong sai, thim chi néu cac ban khong coi né la sach giai tri thi t6i con
cam thay ban khoan nita kia.

Cudi cung...

T6i budc phéi noi rd: trong nay, da so tén ngwdi va dia danh déu da duwgc thay
doi. Nhu thé, t6i cling c6 thé binh than xudt hién trong tiéu thuyét, ma khong
dung tén Shishiya Kadomi.

Trong toan bo cac nhan vat lién quan, ai la Shishiya Kadomi?

Chac sé c6 doc gia quan tam diéu nay, nhung t6i cho rang khong nén noi ra thi
hon.

Mua ha nam 1988
Shishiya Kadomi

Vu giét nguwoi hang loat xay ra hoi thang Tw nam ngoai trong Mé L6 Quan, la
chuyén co that...

Shimada la mét trong nhitng nguwdi biét rat rd vé vu an do, cling biét mot sy
kién xay ra trong khung canh quai di nhw thé thong thuwong sé duwoc ‘gidi quyét’
theo cach nao.

Tai hién sy kién c6 that theo kiéu truyén trinh tham a?

Shimada gap cuon sach lai, gwong mat tac gia hién lén trong tri, mot nguwoi da
l1au r6i khong gap.

Tac gia sé dua ra nhitng tinh tiét nao day nhi? Phai xem xem ban linh cia
nguoi nay ra sao.

Thé la Shimada quyét dinh doc cudn sach.

ME LO QUAN
Shishiya Kadomi
An pham cua Kitansha
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(Trong ngodc la so tudi cua nhan vét tinh dén thang 4/1987)

. MIYAGAKI YOTARO (60 tudi), nha van ldo thanh cuta tiéu thuyét trinh

tham Nhat Ban, chi nhan Mé Lo Quan.

. KIYOMURA JUNICHI (30 tubi), nha van trinh tham.

. SUZAKI SHOSUKE (41 tu6i), nha van trinh tham.

. FUNAOKA MADOKA (30 tu6i), nha van trinh tham.

. HAYASHI HIROYA (27 tu6i), nha van trinh tham.

. SAMEJIMA TOMOO (38 tu6i), nha phé binh van hoc.

. UTAYAMA HIDEYUKI (40 tudi), bién tap vién.

. UTAYAMA KEIKO (33 tu6i), vg cua Utayama Hideyuki.

. INO MITSUO (36 tu6i), thw ky ctia Miyagaki Yotaro.

. KADOMATSU FUMIE (63 tu6i), nguwoi gitp viéc cho Miyagaki Yotaro.

. SHIMADA KIYOSHI (38 tubi), mot doc gid yéu thich tiéu thuyét trinh

tham.
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MO PAU

“Pa lau khong gap bac.” Sau 161 moi cua vi chi nha dang mén, Utayama
Hideyuki nhe nhang ng6i xuéng sofa, “Trong bac van phong do thé nay thi
toi yén tam roi.”

“Anh thay thé that a?” D6i mobi nit né ctia ngwoi dan 6ng ngoi doi dién kho
khan ndn ra mot nu cuwdi, sau cap kinh gong vang nhat, déi mat cham cham khé
chép, “E rang bay gio hai chit ay 1a khong hgp véi toi nhat day. Anh cling biét tai
sao toi phai ban nha ctra & Tokyo roi chuyén dén day ma.”

“Da, diéu nay...”

Mai t6c bac pho dep dé duwgc chai qua loa vé phia sau, vang tran rong day tri
tué, khuén mat dai véi chiéc cam nhon, song miii hoi go 1én...

Utayama nhan thay, dién mao cua 6ng Miyagaki Yotaro van chang khac gi lan
gan day nhat anh gdp 6ng, vao mua xuan nam ngoai.

Nhuwng qua that tréng 6ng cé vé khong 6n lam, khuén mat gay di ro rét, doi
mat triing sau khong con sac sdo nhuw ngay xua.

“Yéu di nhiéu r6i.” Hai, ba nam gan day, 10i than van nay da thanh cau ctra
miéng cua ong.

Moi lan gdp nhau, Utayama déu nghe thay 6ng than thé vé sitc khoe. Du vay,
vi ghét cay ghét dang dam béc si, Miyagaki van nhat quyét khong di bénh vién
kiém tra, bat chap ngudi xung quanh nam lan bay lwgt khuyén nhu.

“Néi vay nghia la tinh trang sitc khoe cua bac khéng dugc t6t?”

Miyagaki mim cuw0i, co mdt giat giat.

“Pudi stic 1am r6i.” Ong dap, “Nhung con cach nao khac dau, nén danh chap
nhan vdy. Ai ma chang phai gia r6i chét. Hoi tré toi tirng hung hon ndi rang
‘khong can séng qua lau, chét sém hon ngudi khac lai hoa hay. Dén tudi nay roi,
toi cling chang dinh doi y ma 1ap ky luc méi vé viéc song lau dau.”

“Vang.” Utayama gat dau cudi phu hoa. Tuy nhién anh van khong khéi cam
thay thap thom, vi giong diéu khi ndi vé sirc khoe ban than nay nghe c6 vé gi dé
tw giéu va cang thang hon trudc.

Lam trong ban Bién tdp Van hoc cua nha xuat ban Kitansha, Utayama vira la
bién tap vira la doc gia trung thanh cua tiéu thuyét trinh thdim ma 6ng Miyagaki la
tac gia, thé nén hai ngudi cé quan hé kha than thiét.
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Miyagaki Yotaro bat dau viét tiéu thuyét trinh thdm tir ndm 1948, sau Chién
tranh Thé gidi th hai, khi d6 6ng méi 21 tudi. Tac pham dau tay ctia 6ng c6 tén
Ng6i nha cua thi st tram tw, da khién mot nha van noi tiéng thoi ay phai ca nggi
la ‘Kiét tac co6 két cau chat ché va day kich thich, khong thé tin dwgc rang né la
do mot tac gia tré viét, thuc sy rat dang kham phuc’.

Keé tir d6, gan nhu ci¥ mét, hai nam, Miyagaki lai cho ra mat mét tdc pham mdi.
Bdi cha 6ng la mot nha tw ban c6 tiéng, 6ng khong can phai ‘viét dé muu sinh’,
cho nén cac tdc pham ctia 6ng déu rat c6 chat lvgng. Nho vay, ong da tao cho
minh dia vi d0c ton trong thdi ky lan séng treong phéi xa hoi* dang thong tri gidi
tiéu thuyét Nhat Ban.

Mudi nam trude, ¢ tudi 50, Miyagaki cho xuat ban tac pham Lui tan vi hoa 1é.
No xtng dang dugc goi la tuyét tac cua ong. Nguoi ta danh gia la n6 du stc sanh
ngang vGi Vu dn mang & Hdc Tt Qudn ctia Oguri Mushitaro, Dogra Magra cua
Yumeno Kyusaku va Té phdm ddng hién hv v6 ctia Nakai Hideox... Tham chi
dwgc ménh danh 1a ‘Dinh kim ty thap trong lich st tiéu thuyét trinh tham Nhat
Ban’.

“Miyagaki Yotaro that sy la mot nha van 16n cé sic anh hwdng bao trum trong
linh vire tiéu thuyét trinh tham nuwéce ta,” Utayama van thwong nghi nhw vay.

Miyagaki khong phdi la nha van dugc dong dao cong ching don chao theo
kiéu ‘cé sach ban chay’, nhung 6ng vGi niém dam mé cuéng nhiét danh cho tiéu
thuyét trinh tham, da tré thanh m6t nha van vuwot trén tam thoi dai.

Phong cach sang tac v6i quan diém tham my doc dao, kién thitc uyén bac, van
phong cao nha va cach miéu ta nhan vat cé chiéu sau... Mac du dugc tan thudng
nhiéu vé phuong dién van hoc thudn tuy nhu thé, song 6ng van kién tri ‘chi viét
sach trinh tham théi’, trudc sau khong hé dao dong. Utayama rat wng céi tinh
buéng binh gan nhuw tré con dy cua Miyagaki.

“Chi viét sach trinh tham ma th6i, nhwng nhat dinh phai la sach trinh tham dich
thue.” Ong néi vay.

Miyagaki say mé tiéu thuyét trinh tham va déc hét nhiét tinh cho n6, dén mitc
twong nhw c6 thé nhin thdy bong dang cia ‘ngudi khong 16 Edogawa Rampox
ngay xua.

Sau khi ra mat Lui tan vi hoa lé, ong miét mai vGi cong tac bién tap cho tap chi
Ky Twéng do 6ng sang lap chuyén vé tiéu thuyét trinh tham, dong thai luén no
lye tim kiém va boi dwong nhitng thanh vién mdi.
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Tuy nhién, thang Tw nam ngodi, 6ng bong dirng moi cong viéc dang lam, thanh
1y nha ctra & Tokyo, chuyén vé Tango c6 hwong cia phu than ong.

“P0i v6i mot nguwoi gia nhu t6i, thanh pho nay qué 6n ao, qua déng dan va lam
thong tin. Cling dén lic toi vé vui thu dién vién dé dugc yén tinh séng nét quang
doi con lai roi.” Trwdc khi rdi khoi Tokyo, ong da néi v6i Utayama nhuw vay.

Ong con tuyén bé giao toan bo cong viéc ctia Ky Tudng cho nhitng ngudi khac,
vi 6ng khong dinh viét tiép nita, tiéu thuyét cling vay ma tan van cting khong.

Vi Utayama ma noi, tin ay chang khac nao sét danh gitta troi quang. Gan day
anh md&i dugc chuyén lai vé ban Bién tap Van hoc ma anh van hang yéu thich sau
mot thoi gian dai lam bién tap tap chi, thé nhung ngay lic dinh thuyét phuc nha
van 16n Miyagaki Yotaro viét mot cudn tiéu thuyét thi 6ng lai quyét dinh cao lao
VEé qué.

“Pén tham thi duwgc, chit dirng n6i chuyén cong viéc.” Hom kia nhan dién
thoai cta anh, 6ng da khéng ngan ngai noi thang, “Ké ca cac bai ngan gon nhw
tuy bt t6i cling xin chiu. Nam ngodi trudc khi chuyén vé day, t6i da nhan manh
mai roi con gi.”

Vé céach song, Miyagaki twong doi citng nhac. Nhat 1a may nam sau khi dirng
viét tiéu thuyét, ngay cd dam bién tap vién von than thiét cling cam thay cang
ngay cang kho gan 6ng. Utayama cho rang, c6 1é 6ng cam thay bat an khi kha
ndng sang tac bi suy giam.

“Vang, di nhién t6i hiéu a.” Khong mudn khién 6ng cdm thdy kho chiu,
Utayama can than lya chon tr ngit, “Khong ban vé cong viéc. Vi da 1au r6i ching
ta khong gap nhau, lai thuan dwong vé qué nghi Tét nén t6i dinh ré qua tham
bac.”

“A phai, qué anh & Miyazu nhi?”

Qué Utayama & thanh phé Miyazu tinh Kyoto. Hang nam vao dip Tét hoac 1é
Vu Lan, vg chong anh déu vé tham nha. Anh trai Utayama thira ké hoat dong
kinh doanh khach san cia gia dinh & gan khu phong cdnh noéi tiéng
Amanohashidate. Ttr khu phong canh nay di sau vao ban ddo Tango, dén hét thon
T sé tGi noi ong Miyagaki hién dang 0.

Utayama dé vg lai Miyazu, mwon 6 to cta anh trai, mot minh 1ai di. Anh chay
xe vong theo quéc 16 ven bién vi sg duwong nii mua déng khé di. Tuyét roi phu
kin mdt dwong nhung cling may la 16p tuyét khong qué day nén anh chi mét chuwa
day hai tiéng dong ho dé dén nha ctia 6ng Miyagaki.
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Ngoi nha do ten la Mé Lo Quan, nguyéen la mot nha nghi cuaa gia dinh, dwgc
xay dung cach day hon chuc nam.

Thoat dau 6ng Miyagaki that si coi n6 nhw mot noi dé nghi dudng, hang nam
ong déu vé day nghi hé mot thoi gian, va cling c6 may lan moi Utayama dén lam
khach. Ngbi nha nay rdi ram ding nhu tén goi ctia nd, hanh lang dan nhau chang
chit chdang khac nao mé cung, ai dén day lan dau déu phéat hoang vi khong tim
dugc 16i di. Mo6i lan nhw thé, 6ng Miyagaki sé thé hién vé mat nhw dita tré con
tinh nghich, khoai chi quan sat vi khach dang hoang mang.(#)

Utayama vira nhan ldy tach hong tra tir tay ba gitp viéc c6 vé mat vo cam vira
than trong héi, “Vay, bac that sy khéng mudn viét nita a?” Du qua dién thoai da
hita sé khong da dong dén cong viéc, nhung 1a mot bién tap vién, néu co thé,
Utayama van muon thuyét phuc nha van 16n ‘cé sitc anh hwdng bao trum’ nay
sang tac tac pham mai. “Ha? Thi ra anh dén day van la vi cong viéc.”

Nhitng twéng Miyagaki sé noi gian dung dung, khong ngo ong lai chang co6 vé
gi 1a byc tizc. Ong khit miii, cau may, m& hop xi ga dit trén ban ra roi 1dy mot
diéu, dva 1én miéng ngam.

“Con lau bac mdi dén cai tudi gac but. Gidi viét van trinh tham thi lai dang can
mot liéu thudc kich thich, bac cling nén...”

“Anh noi thé chang phai la lam kho t6i sao.” N6i roi, Miyagaki cham xi ga,
“T6i khong viét n6i nira.”

“Pau c6 chuyén d6? Bac van...”

“Anh dé cao t6i qua day. Van Dine no6i diing, mot nha van kh6 ma viét néi trén
sau cuon tiéu thuyét trinh thdm xuat sac. N6i chung t6i nghi t6i viét cling da
nhiéu trong gan bon chuc nam qua, chi tinh truyén dai thoi da gap hai lan con s6
t0i da ma ong ta dua ra roi.” Miyagaki nham mat, khoi thudc rit vao khién 6ng ho
lu khu. Ho xong, 6ng nhin diéu xi ga bang &nh mat do dan, ro6i ndi tiép, “Cho dén
mua xudn nam ngoai, sau khi suy nghi rat nhiéu, t6i da quyét dinh ngirng sang
tac. Toi khong con kha nang viét ra nhitng cau chuyén trinh thdim ma minh hai
long nita. Gan mot nam tr6i qua, y nghi nay cua t6i van khong hé thay d6i.”

“Nhung, téi cho rang dé la vi bac da qua than trong.”

“Anh cling nghi thé a? Tinh t6i vOon e dé nhut nhat ma. Vi du, hoi nién thiéu,
t0i tirng c6 mong mudn manh liét ty tay giét mot nguwdi, vay ma dén gio van chwa
thé thyc hién. Co6 thé néi, viéc viét tiéu thuyét trinh tham trong may chuc nam
qua la hanh dong dé bu dap cho nguyén vong dé.”
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Ong dap tit didu xi ga vita mdi rit dwoc vai hoi, nhin thing vao Utayama.
Utayama dinh m& miéng thi 6ng da néi tiép, “Vira roi, 1a néi dua théi.” Ong tim
tim, “Qua la... t6i da rut ré di nhiéu. Truyén trinh tham la cudc séng cua t6i, hé
con du stic thi téi con viét. Nhung, cai y nghi khdng muon viét ra nhitng thit nhat
nhéo lam 6 danh Miyagaki Yotaro that manh liét vd ctung, cho nén t6i méi nhat
quyét gac but khong viét nita.”

“Vang...” Nghi dén van dé nay, tam trang cua Utayama trd nén phitc tap.

Néu khai thac dugce tac pham mdi ctia Miyagaki Yotaro, thi véi vai tro bién tap
vién anh sé lap cong 16n. Song, néu diing nhv Miyagaki néi, rang 6ng khong thé
viét ra tac phdm xing vdi tam voc cta minh thi nén lam thé nao day? D6 chac
chan la sy phan boi ndng né doi vGi anh - mot ngwoi ham mo nhiét thanh tiéu
thuyét cia Miyagaki.

“Anh dirng to6 thai do ¢t nhw dang di vao ngd cut thé.” Miyagaki n6i, sac mat
diu di, “Biét dau mot lic nao do toi doi y thi sao? Thuc té la hién gio t6i dang cé
mot y twdng, khi nao chac chan, t6i sé néi véi anh sau.”

“Y bac 1a hién nay bac dang 4p i mot tic phdm mdi a?”

Thay Utayama bong cét cao giong, Miyagaki guong cuoi.

“Anh 1 ngudi rét coi trong lgi ich day.” Ong cAm chén hong tra 1én, “Ta ditng
ban chuyén nay nita, anh Utayama, lic trréc ching ta da nhat tri 1a khong néi vé
cong viéc.”

Nghe Miyagaki trach cit, Utayama cam thay rat ngugng. Anh gia vo' quan sat
noi that trong phong, né tranh 4nh mat ctia 6ng.

Can phong nay hinh vuong, san trai tham 16ng mau trang nga, twong son mau
nau dé hoi dam. Gitta phong ké bd sofa kiéu cd, cfing 1a chd anh dang ngdi. Ong
Miyagaki dat ten phong nay la phong Minotaur.*

Minotaur la tén con quai vat minh ngwoi dau bo trong than thoai Hy Lap, cw
tru trong mé cung Minos trén ddo Crete. Can phong mang tén con quai vat nay
nam & cho sau nhat trong Mé L6 Quadn.

Phia trén chiéc t chén ké sat twong cudi phong c6 treo mot vat trang tri, la tiéu
ban mat cai dau bo c6 hai strng dai choai ra.

Vi hoc mat nhoi thay tinh den long 1én phan chiéu anh dén trong phong, trong
cai dau bo day séng dong, va cling day thu dich nhw dang t6 thai d6 vdi vi khach
ca gan budc vao noi day. Utayama vo thitc co nguoi lai.
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“A, phai roi.” Miyagaki néi, “Tuy chwa quyét dinh nhwng tdi cif néi trudc véi
anh.”

“Da...?”

“0 d6 c6 céi gi ma trong anh s¢ hai the?”

Chac chan khong thé noéi la do cdp mat ctia cai dau bo trong ron nguoi...
Utayama chi danh nhéch méi, lac dau.

“Ngay 1 thang Tu la sinh nhat t6i, t6i dinh t6 chitc gap mat & day. Goi la mirng
tho 60 tudi, anh ciing dén nhé. Néu cé thé thi dwa ca chi nha dén nita,” Miyagaki
noi.

“Vang. T6i nhat dinh sé dén.”

Miyagaki song doc than, cho dén cach day hai, ba nam, 6ng van hay maoi ban
bé dén nha gdp mat, thyc ra la moi cac nha van tré va anh em bién tap vién dén
udng ruou. ..

“ft 1au nita toi sé gtri thiép moi dé anh sém sip xép thdi gian.”

Utayama nhin khuén mat khéng chit biéu cam cua Miyagaki, héi, “Bac dinh
moi nhitng ai a?”

“T6i van chwa an dinh, nhung ciing khong moi nhiéu dau. Co 1é toan nhitng
nguwoi anh quen.”

Trong dau Utayama hién ra khuén mat va ho tén ctia vai nguoi.

“A, biét dau t6i con c6 thé gidi thidu v4i anh mot ngudi rat thi vi,” Miyagaki
noi tiép.

“Y bacla...”

“Cuoi nam ngoadi, toi vo tinh quen mot nguwdi ¢ chua gi dé thudc Kyushu. Anh
ta la con trai thi¢ ba trong gia dinh... thoi dwgc, ltic gap nhau sé biét. T6i tin rang
anh sé rat c6 hirng thi vdi anh ta.”

“Vang.”

“Thé nay nhé, anh da mat cong dén day thi & lai dung bita toi v&i toi roi hay
vé. Ba gia ltic ndy nhin vay chit nau an khéo lam.”

“Thoi bac a.” Utayama nhin dong ho, “V¢ t6i van con chd & nha. Co dy dang
c6 bau nén t6i hoi lo lang...”

“Thé a? T6i chuwa biét day.” Cap long may bac trang cua Miyagaki nhiu lai.
Utayama biét dng ghét tré con nhung anh khong nghi ra c¢é gi khac dé tr choi.

“That xin 16i bac.”
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Thay Utayama trinh trong céo 16i, Miyagaki chi diém tinh néi ‘Khong sao’ roi
lai cham mot diéu xi ga. M&i rit hai, ba hoi, 6ng da ho sac sua, danh phai dap
diéu thuoc di.

Ca hai ngoi tan gau thém chirng ntta gid, Utayama m@i cdo tit ra ve.

Tinh trang sttc khoe ctia nha van khién ngudi ta phai lo ngai, cu thé thé nao thi
Utayama khé ma phan doan dwgc. Tuy nhién, anh nhan ra it nhiéu 6ng van con
nhiét tinh véi sang tac, vay ciling c6 thé xem nhw chuyén di nay caa anh da cé thu
hoach 16n.

Ciling dung...

... néu nhvw bay gio Utayama biét day la lan cu6i cung anh dwgc tro chuyén véi
mot Miyagaki Yotaro con song.
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chwong 1

LOI MOI CUA
ME LO QUAN
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“Pung la mua xuan da dén, mau cua nwdc bién khac han hém Tét ching ta
vé day.” Trén ghé phu l4i, Keiko néi 16n. Nghe giong diéu hon nhién, vo tw
nhuv thiéu nit ctia vg, Utayama mim cwoi. Keiko tré hon anh bay tudi, noi la
‘tré’ nhung nam nay c6 cling da 33 roi.

Anh dwa mat theo huéng c6 dang nhin, bén phadi, la vinh Wakasa rong 16mn.

bung thé, rat khac cach day ba thang. Mau nang chiéu trén canh vat h6m nay
khong nhu dip do, cd mau nwdc xanh tinh lang gon 1én tirng dot song trang cling
khong giong trudc day.

“Thuyre ra em van thich bién mua dong hon. Mau hoi t6i nhung c6 vé gi do bi
hiém. Utayama oi, anh nghi sao?” Cudi nhau da bon nam, Keiko van goi anh la
‘Utayama’. Co 1é sau khi sinh dita con dau long vao mua hé nay, co sé thay doi
cach goi. Utayama cho la thé, va nghi cach tra 16i vo.

“Bién mua dong that dang sg, day la diéu dau tién anh nghi dén. Khi hoc tiéu
hoc, mot ngudi anh ho ctia anh da ngd xuong bién vao mua dong va chét dudi.
Anh ay ra bién cau c4, roi bi séng bién nudt chirng trong nhay mat.”

“Um... Em c6 nghe chuyén d6 réi thi phai.”

“Hinh nhuw anh da ting ké.”

Chiéu thit Tw, ngay 1 thang Tuw, hai vg chong Utayama cung lén duong dén Mé
L0 Quan.

Ciling nhu hoi dau nam, Utayama chon dwong s6 178 ven bién, va lai mwon 0
to cua anh trai.

Cach day hai tuan, thu ky cua 6ng Miyagaki la Ino Mitsuo da giti cho Utayama
thiép madi dén dy sinh nhat lan thit 60 cta 6ng.

Thoi gian la 4 gid chiéu ngay 1 thang Tuw, tai Mé Lo Quan, titc tv gia ctia 6ng
Miyagaki. Dy kién sé nghi lai qua dém. Moi van dé xin lién hé v&i Ino Mitsuo.
Thiép mai ghi ré nhw vay.
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Ho6i Tét da nghe néi vé viéc nay nén Utayama sap xép On thoa cong viéc tu
sdm. Miyagaki quen Keiko ttr Itic 6ng con ¢ Tokyo, bdi vay trén thiép ciling ghi
‘M0i phu nhan cung dén’. Du vg dang c6 bau nhung thai nhi da vao thaoi ky on
dinh, nén Utayama quyét dinh dwa co di cung.

Co diéu, Utayama van hai lo vé s6 Iwgng khach dén du.

Du 6ng Miyagaki da néi ‘Khong mai nhiéu’, song anh van nghi rang, néu
khach dén qua dong thi anh sé khong dwa Keiko di cing. Keiko khong thudc mau
nguwoi song qua huwéng ndi nhwng c6 hoi so gap ngwaoi la, va trong tinh trang sic
khoe bay gio cua c6 thi ciing khong nén mién cwdng tiép xdc vGi nhitng nguwoi
nhu vay.

Chang qua, sau khi goi héi thw ky Ino Mitsuo dang & Tokyo, Utayama da yén
tam vi tinh ca hai vo chong anh thi khach m&i dy kién ciing chi cé tdm nguoi, va
Keiko gan nhu biét ho ca roi.

“Con bao xa nita thi dén noi ha anh?” Keiko ngap dai. Chac c6 ngam phong
canh bén dwong da chan roi.

“Khodng gan mot tiéng nita. Sap dén Kyogamisaki & tdn cung phia Bac ban
dao Tango r6i.”

“Bac Miyagaki an cv ¢ noi héo lanh qua. Bac dy c6 tudi that, song cling dau
dén noi phai roi Tokyo dé vé day ¢ nhi. Kho hiéu that.”

“Hinh nhu qué bac ay & day.”

“Pa danh la thé...” Keiko nghi ngoi, “Nhung khong cam thay c6 quanh a?”

“Bac dy rat hay ndi rang minh thich c6 don.”

“Van doc than, lai khong thich tré con. Pung la mot nguwai ky quai.”

“Qua vay, nhung bac dy khong hé xau tinh.”

“Em biét. Ngay trudc lic dén nha bac ay & Seijo, hai bac chau da néi chuyén
rat vui vé.”

“V1i hinh nhw bac Miyagaki rat quy em.”

“Thé a?” Keiko cudi ngwrong nghiu, r6i c6 1am bam, “That sy khong cam thay
c6 don sao?” Puwgc mat lat lai héi, “Nhwng ma, hoi tré bac dy ciling phong luu
lam thi phai?”

“Hinh nhuw thé.”

Ngay tredc anh cling da nhiéu lan nghe don vé chuyén tinh cdm cta 6ng
Miyagaki. ..
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Nghe noéi hoi tré 6ng rat dep trai va hap dan. Ngay ca khi da qua tudi trung
nién, chinh phuc phu nit van khong phai viéc khé doi v6i 6ng, mién la 6ng mudn.
Tuy nhién, don dai nhv vay vé mot ngudi 16n tudi du sao ciing khong phu hgp
lam, vi thé mdy nam gan day moi ngwdi da bét ban tan hon.

“Bac ay khong c6 d6i twgng nao mudn két hon sao?”

“U...” Trudc mit Utayama chot hién 1én hinh anh ngudi dan 6ng cao tudi cach
day ba thang, anh bat giac thd dai.

Ong gia c6 don. Mot cum ti* pht hop dén la dé miéu ta vé Miyagaki Yotaro.
Khi ong con ¢ Tokyo thi Utayama chwa bao gio c6 cam giac nay.

“An cu thi sé cang cd quanh.” Keiko néi, “Cho nén bac 4y méi mdi chiing ta
dén dy sinh nhat nhi? Khach mdoi hom nay déu la nhitng nguwdi than thiét véi bac
Miyagaki.”

“Ciling dung.”

Utayama vtra li€c khuén mat trong nghiéng cia vg vira nhac lai danh sach
khach moi hom nay, do thw ky Ino Mitsuo cho anh biét qua dién thoai.

“Suzaki Shosuke, Kiyomura Junichi, Hayashi Hiroya, Funaoka Madoka va
Samejima Tomoo, em déu gap r6i phai khong?”

“Vang. Déu la nha van.”

“Samejima Tomoo la nha phé binh van hoc.”

“Thé ca thoi. A, em con nhé biit danh cta ho...” Keiko lim dim mét, gd ngén
trd 1én tran, lan lwot liét ké bt danh cia nam nguwdi nay.

Suzaki Shosuke, Kiyomura Junichi, Hayashi Hiroya, Funaoka Madoka va
Samejima Tomoo. Day thi déu la tén that cta ho, cd nam déu ndi 1én tw tap chi Ky
Twong cua Miyagaki va déu cé but danh.

Tuy nhién, khong r0 tai sao, an su cua bon hg lai khong thich dung but danh.
Miyagaki Yotaro néi, c6 thé chap nhan dung but danh khi viét bai, nhung trong
cudc song hang ngay lai goi nhau bang but danh thi that dang ghét.

Utayama thi tan thanh viéc st dung but danh. Cac nha van bia ra nhitng mong
do hodc la &c mong xa voi so vdi thé gidi hién thyc, rat nén dung mot chiéc mat
na. Néu Miyagaki khong wa but danh chi vi cdm nhan ca nhan thich hay ghét thi
chang co6 gi la, van dé la ong té thai do hoan toan phu dinh viéc st dung bt danh,
khién Utayama cam thdy rat khé hiéu. “C6 1€ vi ban than bac ay kién tri dung tén
ma cha me dat cho minh, nén méi yéu cau 16p ké can lam y nhu thé chang?”
Utayama nghi vay.
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Do dé, treéc mat Miyagaki, cac hoc tro cua 6ng, ké ca cac bién tap vién phu
trach cta ho, sé khong goi nhau bang buit danh, nhw mét diéu luat bat thanh van.

“M0ot, hai, ba, bon...” Keiko dang bdm dot ngén tay dé dém so ngudi, c6 bong
‘o kia’, roi nhin Utayama dang lai xe, “Khach tham dy c6 tdm ngudi, ké ca hai
chung ta. Con mot ngwoi nita la ai?”

“A...” Utayama so tdi 40 so mi 1ay ra bao thudc 14, “Anh ciing chwa rd, hinh
nhuw khong phadi nha van hodc bién tap vién... a, la hoa thugng & mot ngdi chua
nao do.”

“Hoa thugng?” Keiko tron mat.

“Hoi Tét dén tham Miyagaki, bac ay bdo anh rang dé la mot nguwdi rat tha vi,
anh sé c6 hirng thu véi anh ta.”

“Thé a?”

“Co6 mot vi khach la ciing hay day chi.”

“KEe cling phdi... a, khong dugc dau nhé, anh Utayama...”

Utayama ngam diéu thuéc vao miéng, dinh cham lira, nghe vg néi thé bén
ngung lai.

“Xin 16i em, anh v0 y qua...”

Vi Keiko dang c6 bau, cam khéi thudc.

“Chung ta dung lai nghi mot lat di. Kia la Kyogamisaki phai khong?”

Bén phadi, phia trudc, thap thoang mot ngon hai dang 16 ra tiv mot dinh nui da
trén bién. Utayama gat dau, tap vao 1é va dirng xe.
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Daéi lan can mau trang 6m lay con dudng ven bién. Tiéng séng vO rao rao
vao nhitng mém da den nam tro bén bd nghe rat vui tai. Gié bién con dong
lai chut hoi thé lanh 1€o ctia mua dong, nhung anh nang chan hoa roi t6i van
khién ngudi ta cdAm thay dm ap.

Mua xuan da dén, Utayama that sy cdm nhan dwgc n6. Lan trwdc vé day cling
vao mua nay, la nam nao nhi?

Utayama hit mot hoi thudc, chat nicotin len vao phéi r6i thdm qua cac mach
mau. Anh vwon vai, déng nhin ra bién cd. Pam minh trong khung canh ryc r&
nay, anh dwong nhu thau hiéu tam trang ctia nha van cao tudi khi roi bo Tokyo 6n
a dé tré vé qué cha.

Phia sau anh vang lén tiéng buwdc chan. Anh vira nghi, “La Keiko a?” thi bat
ngo nghe thdy mot giong nam tram tram.

“Xin 16i...”

Khong phéi Keiko. Utayama ngac nhién ngoanh lai.

“Lam phién anh mot chut, anh c6 thé gitp t6i khong?” Mot ngwdi dan ong la
mat dang dirng do.

Nguoi dy trong tré hon Utayama, tudi chitng 37-38, mdc quan bo den va éo len
rong cung mau. Khuoén mat anh ta xwong xwong, cai miii hoi khoam, bén duégi
cap long may ram la doi mat trling sau, mi mat sup xuéng nén tréng déi mat ci
nhw hai vét nam ngang.

“Xin 16i, t6i lam anh giat minh.” Anh ta cti dau.

Utayama thap hon han ngwoi nay. VGi voc ngudi cao gay cua anh ta, chi khi
hoi ha thap nguwdi nhu vay, tam mat ctia ca hai méi c6 thé ngang nhau.

“Anh dang gap van dé gi a?” Utayama vira quan sat vita nha nhan hoi doi
phuong.

Nguoi dan 6ng la duwa tay vo mai téc c6 vé mém mai cia minh va dap, “Xe toi
bi héng r6i.”

No6i xong ling tiing chi 1én con dwong phia treéc. Phia d6 c6 mot cho ré trai,
tuy bi che khuat béi mot mém da ndi nho ra, nhwng nhin tir day qua that van cé
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thé thdy dudi cia mot chiéc xe hoi mau dé.

“Thung sam xe a?”

“Khong. Hinh nhw 1a hop s6 bi ket.”

“Thé thi gay day. ”

“T6i muodn goi thg dén sita, ma quanh day khong cé tram dién thoai nao ca.
T6i cling hét cach r6i, nén néu co6 thé, phién anh cho t6i di nho dén cho c6 tram
dién thoai dugc khong?”

“A ra thé.” Utayama gat dau, tiép tuc quan sat déi phuong. Thoat dau anh cam
thdy nguwdi nay rat dang ngd, nhung ctr chi va ngon tir ctia anh ta lai khéng c6 gi
khac thudng nén dan dan anh lai c6 thién cam.

“Puoc. Anh l1én xe di.”

Utayama vira budc vé phia xe cia minh vira nhin dong ho deo tay, 2 gio 50
phtit chiéu, van con s6m so vdi gio hen trén thiép.

“Sao vay?” Keiko ndy gio van ngoi trong xe nhin ra ngoai, liic nay nghiéng
dau haéi.

“Xe anh ay bi truc trac.”

“Xin 16i da lam phién anh chi.” Anh ta ditng bén Utayama, vay tay vdi Keiko
roi nhin dong ho cua minh, 1am bam, “Thé nay thi gay mat.”

“Anh dang c6 viéc gap a?”

“Vang. T6i c6 hen luc 4 gig, chac khéng dén kip roi.”

“4 gig?” Trung gio hen cia Utayama va cac vi khach kia, “Anh dinh di dén
dau?”

“Cubi thon T...”

Utayama strng sot, dirng buwdc, mot lan nita quan sat ky doi phwong, “Chang
1é... anh dinh dén cho nha van Miyagaki Yotaro...”

“O kia...” Anh ta cling dirng buéc, ngd ra nhin Utayama.

Utayama v0i noi, “A, t6i doan sai roi sao?”

“Khong, khong. Bung la noi dy.” Anh ta té ra than thiét, “Tic 1a, ching ta
cung dén dé a?”

“Cé 1€ thé.” Utayama cui dau chao, “Toi la Utayama Hideyuki, bién tap vién
cua Kitansha. Pay la Keiko, vg t6i.”

“That khéo qua, t6i...”

Trong s6 khach dwgc moi dén nha 6ng Miyagaki h6m nay, chi c6 mot nguoi
anh chwa biét mat, han la anh ta roi.
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Bau khong khi bong tré nén gan giii hon, Utayama bén néi dua, “Hinh nhw anh
la hoa thugng? Nhung trong chang giong gi ca.”

“Chac anh nghe 6ng Miyagaki no6i thé?” Anh ta bat cuwdi, nhe hai ham rang
trang bong, “T6i la Shimada Kiyoshi. Lan dau gap mat, mong hai vi chiéu c6.”

Utayama biét tir day chay theo quoc 16 1én phia trén khong xa sé c6 mot tram dién
thoai va mot nha khach nho nhé. Hai ngudi ban bac réi quyét dinh kéo chiéc xe
truc trdc dén nhd nguoi ta trong ho, sau dé Shimada sé di chung xe v&i vo chong
Utayama t6i Mé Lo Quan.

Shimada thoa thuan xong véi nhan vién nha khach ro6i 1én xe ctia Utayama, lic
nay dong ho trén xe chi 3 gio rudi chiéu. “Chac 4 gio la c6 thé dén noi,”
Utayama vira nghi vira khéi dong xe.

“Anh da gitip t6i mot viéc 1én. Ong Miyagaki c6 1ong moi t6i dén choi, ching
may tré vai tiéng dong ho thi chac 6ng ay sé gian lam.” Shimada da that sy yén
tam, “Anh Utayama vira ndi la bién tap vién cta Kitansha, chac anh phu trach
bién tap sach cta ong Miyagaki?”

“Pung thé, t6i va bac dy quen nhau da gan hai muwoi nam.”

“Vay anh c6 biét Tan hoa khong?”

“Tan hoa?” Utayama lac dau, anh khong c6 an tugng gi vé cai tir nay.

“A, xin 16i...” Shimada cudi nguwong nghiu, “La mot kiét tidc cia ong
Miyagaki, Lui tan vi hoa lé.”

Keiko ngoi ¢ ghé 1ai phu khéng nhin dwgc bat cwoi. “Tan... hoa? Hi hi... Thi
ra... moi nguwoi goi cudn sach dé nhu vay.”

“Nhitng nguoi khac thi t6i khong ro, nhung it ra la trong gigi hoc sinh, cac fan
ctia 6ng Miyagaki déu dung céi tén nay. Toi c6 ngwoi quen trong cau lac bd trinh
tham cta treong dai hoc nén méi biét. ”

“Thi ra anh ciing 1a mét fan cuéng?”

“Pau c6? Toi con chra dén mic ay, song so vdi ngobi trong chua tung kinh cho
nguoi ta thi ré rang no thu vi hon nhiéu...”

Xem ra nguoi dan ong tén la Shimada Kiyoshi nay dung la hoa thugng ¢ ngoi
chuia nao dé, du nhin bé ngoai thi khé ma twéng twgng dugc.

“Anh quen bac ay thé nao?” Keiko hoi.
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“T6i chi 1a mot doc gid nhiét tinh thoi.” Shimada khé dap, “Nhitng tdc pham
ctia Miyagaki, ké ca truyén ngin 1an tuy biit, t6i déu doc tat. A, tdi nhd ra roi, da
may lan t6i nhin thay cai tén ‘Utayama’ & phan ‘Loi bat’ cua tiéu thuyét, ding
chwa, anh Utayama?”

“Rat han hanh.” Utayama nhin vao guwong chiéu hau, nhan thay sv thich tha
thuan tiy trén khuén mat Shimada, “Nghe néi cu6i nam ngoai anh va bac
Miyagaki tinh co quen nhau, d6 han la mét cau chuyén tha vi?”

“Nén giai thich thé nao nhi?” Shimada nghi nggi hoi 1au, “T6i von doc nhiéu
sach ctaa 6ng ay, co hdi lam quen nam ngodi... néi sao day, a phai, c6 thé néi nho
cong trinh kién trac.”

“Cong trinh kién tric? Y anh 1a Mé L6 Quan?”

“U, ding.” Shimada gat dau, vé mit béng tré nén nghiém nghi, “Anh di nghe
dén cai tén Nakamura Seiji bao gid chwa?”

“Nakamura...”

Hinh nhw anh da thay cai tén nay & dau do6, nhung nhat thoi khéng nhé ra.
Shimada lang 1€ quan sat phan &ng cua Utayama.

“T6i biét.” Keiko tha hai ban tay bat tréo trén bung sang hai bén, “T6i da nhin
thay céi tén Nakamura Seiji trén bao va tap chi. Ngwdi ta n6i ong ta 1a mot kién
truc su kha 1ap di...”

Pén lic nay Utayama méi nhd ra.

Nakamura Seiji.

Utayama ciing biét t6i cai tén nay qua bdo. Ong mot kién triic su tinh tinh ky
qudc, thiét ké ra rat nhiéu toa nha cé cdu tric khac thwong... nhung nay da qua
doi. Vay...

“Anh n6i dén 6ng Nakamura Seiji d6 phai khong?”

Utayama hoi, van dang ngam nghi tai sao Shimada lai nhac dén Nakamura
Seiji, “Lé nao anh...”

“C6 1é anh van chwa biét that.”

Tai sao dé cap dén cai tén nay? Hay chi la ngau nhién? Shimada t6 ra nghiém
tic, trinh trong noéi, “Mé L6 Quan ma ching ta sap dén, ciing la do 6ng Nakamura
Seiji thiét ké.”
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Twr cudi thén T tiép tuc tién vé phia ndi, di vao mot con dwong dat chat hep,
xuyén qua nhitng hang cay ram rap um tum, chang may chdéc da nhin thay
cong vao Mé .0 Quan & bén tay phai.

Bén trong hang rao sat thoang rong, mé trai la bai dé xe thénh thang, c6 hai
chiéc xe dang do.

Mot chiéc 1a Mercedes-Benz mau den, tredc day Utayama da tirng nhin thay, 1a
ctia Miyagaki Yotaro. Chiéc con lai 1a Toyota Corolla mau trang doi cli. Nhung
trong s6 khach dwgc mdi hém nay, chi cé anh 1ai xe dén mdi ding. Thé thi, ngoai
tam ngwoi dy kién, van con khach khac nita a?

Ca ba xudng xe, tién vao 16i di nhé am u trong day thong, chang may choc da
thdy mot ngdi nha bang da nam phia tredc.

“Po 1a ctra chinh a?” Keiko ngac nhién chi vao nd, “Trong so that... c6 cam
giac ron ron.”

“Bac Miyagaki thich bau khong khi nay.”

“Um... Trong n6 nhé thé, bén trong c6 mé cung that sao?”

Thoat nhin, ding la m6t ng6i nha thap bé.

N6 rong khodng 4 mét, cao khong dén 3 mét, chi da cho mot tang lau, giong
nhr mot ngoi dén nhé xay bang da hoc. Xung quanh chi la mot bai dat bang
phang xau xi trdi dai, thdo nao Keiko khong tin bén trong c6 mé cung.

“Chac chi méi dén day lan dau?” Bi sau hai vg chong, Shimada cat tiéng hoi.

“Vang, hom nay toi mdi...”

“DPo chi la ctra chinh.” Utayama giai thich.

“Chi 1a ctra chinh?” C6 dwa tay 1én vuot xudi mai téc ngan va nhin chong,
“Noi thé la y gi?”

“Vi Mé Lo Quan nam & dwdi dat.”

“Dudi dat?”

Ciling gan muwoi nam roi thi phai. ..

... tinh ti* ngay Utayama dén day lan dau tién. Vi da biét san la Mé L6 Quan
nam trong long dat, nén vira nhin thay 16i vao nay, anh da lién twéng dén cai hang
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nhan tao than Vé N trong 1au dai Linderhof* ma anh cé lan chiém nguwéng khi
dén mién Tay nuwdc DPic.

Budc tGi gan ctrta chinh, ba ngwdi mdéi nhin rd bai dat trong trai xung quanh
‘ngdi dén’.

Bai dat rong hon 600 m2, cé twong da bao boc. Mat nén la mai ctia cong trinh
kién tric nam dwdi dat, dwgc cau thanh bgi nhiéu ‘kim tw thap dinh phang’ véi
moi canh chwa diy 1 mét, méi kim ty thap gobm nhiéu tdm kinh day c6 dinh lai
bang khung thép. Nheo mat nhin toan canh, sé thdy nhuw c6 nhitng lan séng mau
xanh den dang dap don, dong dva.

Khung ctta chinh dwgc ghép bang nhitng phién da hoa cwong mau tro nhat
vuong van, sau canh ctra Iwdi mat cdo bang dong trong rat kién co la hai canh ctra
bé tong lam gia van da m& dugc sang hai phia.

Phia trwdc ctra lwgi, bén trai dat mot twgng da cam thach cao dén ngang nguc
nguoi tredng thanh. Twgng cé nira than dwédi cta thi bon chan, nira than trén 1a
hinh nguwoi. Con quai thu nay cling goi la Minotaur, du khong phai minh nguoi
dau bo ma 1a minh bo dau nguwdi. Chi tai Dante* da tirng hiéu 1am vé hinh anh cta
no trong than thoai c6 Hy Lap nén mdi sinh ra sy sai 1éch ay.

“Em tho tay vao mom n6 ma xem.” Utayama chi vao dau twgng da va noi véi
Keiko.

“Sao?” Keiko nghi hodc nhin birc twgng, “Tai sao...”

“Em ctt tht dva tay vao...”

Con quai vat c6 khuon mat cia mot chang trai tudn td dang ha miéng rat to.
Keiko than trong tho tay phai vao, roéi co6 “A!” mot tiéng va ngoanh nhin
Utayama.

“Anh noi cai nay a?”

“Pung thé.”

“Cé thé an n6?”

“Cé the.”

“Heé hé...” Shimada ding phia sau cham chi nhin hai ngwdi, néi, “Thi ra, né la
nut chudng?”

Pay la tro dua s& trwong ctia ong Miyagaki: ddt cong tac chuong trong mom
con Minotaur.

Mot ldc sau, ctta da duwge mdé ra tir bén trong, roi ba gitp viéc xuat hién. Cach
day ba thang, Utayama da gdp ba.
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“Toi la Utayama, day la vo toi, Keiko, va day la anh Shimada Kiyoshi.”

“Vang.” Ba trad 101, sau d6 md canh ctra bé tong bén ngoai. Hinh nhu ba khong
nhd ra Utayama.

“Moi vao.” Giong ba khan khan, lanh lung.

Goi la ‘ba’ nhung thye ra ba ta chwa 16n tudi dén vay, chi la trong cé vé gia vi
dam nguoi lai thap bé. Keiko da thap, ba con thap hon ¢6. Utayama nhin ba lac le
di sdu vao ‘cai hang’ ky la, mac du khong dwgc lich sy cho lam, song qua that
anh lién twdng dén hinh dnh ‘thang gu’ trong tiéu thuyét Nha tho Pic Ba Paris.

Di qua ctta da 1a vao tién sanh, hai bén twong tién sanh déu xay bang da den dé
th6é khong trat. Tran 1a mot vom thuy tinh mau, dwong kinh khodng 2 mét. Chinh
gitta treo mot chiéc den chum, khong bat sang. Trong tién sanh mat diu chi cé
nhitng tia nang yéu 6t chiéu vao qua vom thuy tinh mau bén trén.

“Cac vi khach khac da dén chwa a?” Thay kim dong ho da nhich qua 4 gio mét
chit, Utayama hoi, nhwng ba gitip viéc chi quay nguwdi lai dap gon 16n mét tiéng,
“Maoi.”

Cudi tién sanh c6 hai ctra, ¢ giita la ctta lwgi bang dong giong ctra chinh ngoai
kia, mot cira nita nhé hon & bén phai, la ctra go, chac la m6t gian nha kho hay
mot phong gi do khac.

Céa ba nguoi theo ba gia di vao ctra gitra.

Ho nhin thdy mét cau thang rong rai chay sau xuéng duwédi. Cau thang dwoc trai
tham day hut hét tiéng budc chan.

“Ctt nhw duong di vao mot thé gidi khac.” Keiko khé néi.

“Pung thé.” Phia sau Keiko, Shimada tan dong, “Nam ngoai, khi dén day lan
dau, t6i da rat xuc dong. Tac gid cta Tan hoa phdi & mét noi nhw thé nay mai
xitng, va phai la noi nhw thé nay méi phu hgp vdi céi tén Nakamura Seiji...”

Nakamura Seiji.

Lai mot 1an nita nghe thay tén 6ng kién tric sw qua c6, Utayama bat giac co
linh cAm chang lanh.

Nakamura Seiji.

Anh nh¢ lai nhitng cong trinh la luing do Nakamura Seiji thiét ké. Thap Giac
Quan, Thay Xa Quan... tén ching la thé, phai khong nhi? vay nhitng vu an mang
xdy ra @ cac khu biét thy do, nhw anh titng nghe ké...

‘Co hdi lam quen nhd cong trinh kién tric’ ma Shimada nhac dén lic nay cé y
gi vay? Anh ta chi vi hitng thi v6i Nakamura Seiji, r6i biét Mé Lo Quan ma
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Miyagaki Yotaro dang s& hitu cling la mot trong nhitng tdc pham cta 6ng kién
truc su kia? Hay con c6 ham nghia gi sau xa hon nira?

Cuo6i cau thang lai la mot tién sanh nho nhé trai thAm mau xanh sam, twong da
xam, mot ngon deén tran le 16i, khién ngudi ta cang cé cam giac noi nay giong
mot ham chita.

Dai dién cau thang la ctra 16n c6 hai canh dang dong im im, vién bang go den
chay quanh hai tdm kinh mau, hoa tiét trén kinh chi gom nhitng gam mau toi.

Ba gitip viéc van tay nam, m@ ctta ra. Tam nhin trd nén thoang dang, bén trong
la mot dai sanh vGi khong gian chay sau mai vao trong.

“Moi vao.” Ba gia né sang bén, giuc ba ngwoi buwdc vao.

Utayama ditng hang dau, vira dgm bude thi bong nhién...

“Citu t6i v6i.”

Mot tiéng thét dau dén vang 1én. Gan nhu dong thoi, tir géc bén phdai, mét
nguwoi dan 6ng bo nhao vé phia anh.

“Qi...” Utayama lap tic tranh sang bén. Keiko ciing ré 1én. Ngudi ay tiép tuc
do6 vat xuong, khuyu goi, r6i nga sap xuéng san nha trai tham.

Du vay, tit géc nhin cua minh, Utayama van nhan ra khuén mat dang nhan
nhim cua ngwoi dy. Anh hodng sg, “Kiyomura?”

“Pau qua...”

“Gi thé? Cau néi gi?” Keiko giat manh 6ng tay 4o cia ngudi dan ong.

“Cuu... ctru toi...” Anh ta réen ri.

Nguwoi vira do guc xuong dat do la Kiyomura Junichi.

“Co chuyén gi thé nay?” Thay Utayama ding ngay do ra do, tii xach roi
xuong dat cling khong dé y, Shimada lién chay dén bén Kiyomura.

“Cau c6 sao khong? Hay c6 chiu dung.” Shimada nam vai ‘nan nhan’ lac
manh.

Kiyomura hé mat, do dan nhin Shimada dang khom nguai cii xudng. R6i con
mat anh khé dong day, nhin sang Utayama van dang do ra nhu twgng go.

“Anh Utayama...”

DPo6i mo6i Kiyomura run run, hai mép con dinh chat gi d6 mau dé. Utayama nhin
thdy ma choang vang.

Co phdi la... mau?

A a... nhitng an mang Kkia...
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Thap Gidc Quan, Thiy Xa Quan... nhitng ‘tdc pham’ ctia Nakamura Seiji luon
gan lién v6i nhitng tham kich ghé ron. Lé nao lan nay dén lwgt Mé Lo Quan, va
tham kich & day bat dau bang hinh thirc bat ngg nhw thé nay?

“That dién r6!” Utayama hét to. Anh vong qua Kiyomura, chay x6c vao bén
trong, “Da xay ra chuyeén gi vay?!”

https://thuviensach.vn



4

Trong dai sanh hinh chi L, cac vi khach mdi dang ngoi rai rac. Utayama vira
xuat hién vdi vé ling ting hoang mang, sac mat tai mét, ho da dong loat
huwéng anh nhin vé phia anh.

Samejima Tomoo c6 mat & day.

Funaoka Madoka c6 mat ¢ day.

Suzaki Shosuke c6 madt & day.

Hayashi Hiroya chwa thay dau.

Nhung lic nay, Utayama khong con tam tri nao dé y dén nhitrng diéu 4y.

“Chao anh. DBa 1au khong gap.” Samejima Tomoo ng6i & dau bén trai sofa, hai
ngon tay kep diéu xi ga, khé dua tay 1én chao hoi, “Nghe néi nha anh c6 tin vui,
c6 ay du sinh khi nao?”

Cai giong binh thdn nhuw khong cé gi xady ra dy khién Utayama cang bdi roi
hon. Anh chi danh v& nhu khéng nghe thay, ngodi nhin ra ctra véi tam trang bat
an. Kiyomura médc 4o khoac len xé ngwc xanh 14 cdy van nam do6, Shimada thi
ngo6i bén canh va ban khoan quan sat moi ngudi trong dai sanh.

“Pay...” Utayama ngodanh lai héi, “That ra la chuyén gi vay?”

Suzaki Shosuke ng6i bén phai tam gwong to treo twong, trén mot chiéc ghé nga
lvng. Anh im lang, sac mét tinh kho nhw dang néi ‘chang lién quan gi dén t6i’, roi
co nguoi lai, tiép tuc cti nhin cudn sach dang dat trén dau goi.

DPoi dién v6i Suzaki qua chiéc ban 16n la nha van Funaoka Madoka xinh dep
trong bo do lién vay mau den, dang chong cam nhin Utayama. Nghe anh hoi, c6
nhanh nhen ding day.

“Chao anh, Utayama.”

Po6i moi t6 son dé tham nhoén nu cwdi, c6 buwdc vé phia Utayama. Thai do
binh than ung dung ctia Funaoka doi 1ap vé6i sy viéc vira xay ra sau lung khién
anh cang thay kho hiéu.

“Pu roi, Kiyomura.” Funaoka liéc nhin ngwoi dan 6ng van nam sip ngoai ctra,
“Lam thé véi khach vao lan gap mat dau tién la bat lich sy lam day nhé.”
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Nghe c6 néi vay, Utayama méi dan vo 1€ 1a chuyén gi, anh cwdi ha ha, cdm
thay nhe nhom, roi lai nhin ra ngoai ctra.

“Thi ra la thé...”

Utayama vira ditt 16i thi Kiyomura 16m com bo day khién Shimada tron mat
ngdy ngdc nhin.

“T6i xin 16i nhé. Nhung kha nang dién xudt cua t6i ciing kha day ch?”
Kiyomura bat cudi khanh khach réi cam khan mui soa lau vét do boi & mép.

“T6i da ndi la ding nén lam thé. Anh c nhw tré con.”

“Thoi ma, co sao dau?”

“Tro dua chang ra cai thé thong gi. Vé diém nay thi toi...”

“Quy co6 Funaoka, em gay gat thé.”

Thay Kiyomura va Funaoka bat dau tranh luan, Shimada ding lén, hai tay bat
tréo sau gdy, “Cha, t6i mac ltra roi. Tro dua Ca thang Tw nhi?”

“Anh la cau ba @ mot ngdi chua a? Nhung khong phai hoa thugng ding khong?”

“Vang. Tuy nhién, vao nhitng dip ban ron nhw 16 Vu Lan, Xuan phan, Thu
phan, t6i déu gitip cha td6i mot sé viéc...”

“Binh thuong thi anh lam gi?”

“Rong choi, vo cong roi nghé.”

Kiyomura van cam thay khodi chi vi ‘tro dua Ca thang tu’ vira ro6i cia minh,
con Shimada du mac 16m ciing khong gian ma lai té ra vui vé. Ca hai kéo nhau
ngo6i xudng canh ban, bat dau chuyén tro soi ndi.

“Chac anh trai anh ké thtra ng6i chua?”

“Khong. Van dé nay c6 chut té nhi...”

“Y anh la...”

“Néi ra chang khac nao... vach 4o cho ngudi xem lwng. Anh ca cta toi 1au nay
mat hut chang ro di dau. Anh ay tén la Tsutomu, mwoi lam nam tredc dot ngot
xuat ngoai, dén gio van chwa ve.”

Vi bat ky gia dinh nao, day déu la mot van dé hét sitc nghiém trong, vay ma
Shimada néi ¢t nhv dang ké chuyén dua. Kiyomura nhtn vai, c6 phan khoa
treong, “That kho khan cho gia dinh anh qua.”

“Con anh hai cua t6i thi khong hé té y muon ké thtra ngoi chuia, cong viéc hién
nay cda anh dy chang lién quan gi dén Phat gido ca.”
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“Anh dy lam nghé gi?”

“Moi ngay déu dinh dang dén cac vu nhw trom cwdp hay giét ngudi... co thé
néi cong viéc cua anh dy it nhiéu lién quan dén cac anh chi dang c6 mat ¢ day.”

“Tac la...”

“Thanh tra ctia S Canh sat tinh Oita.”

“A... thé thi ding 1a...”

Kiyomura Junichi nam nay 30 tudi. Cach day bon nam, anh duwgc trao giai
thwong ‘nha van mdéi’ cta tap chi Ky Tudng, chinh thitc bwéc vao van dan. Khu
ritng htit mdu - tdc pham dwgc trao gidi - 1a mot tac pham xuat sac vé dé tai huyén
bi, thé hién bang but phap diéu luyén. Kiyomura dong déng cao, khuon mat thon
dai rat dé gay cho ngudi ta an twgng anh la mot thanh nién t6t tinh va xdi 16i. Tuy
nhién, Utayama biét ro tinh cach cia Kiyomura khong nhw biéu hién nén ngoai

“Mac ltra r6i nhé.” Samejima bat chuyén vGi Utayama va Keiko dang cung
ngoi trén sofa, “Lan dau m@i thdy Utayama Hideyuki phat hodng 1én nhu vay
day.”

“Cha... xau ho that.”

“Thang cha ay con dac biét vao bép tim chai x6t ca chua dé gia lam mau, that
khong biét binh ludn gi nita. Ma dién xudt cling kha that ddy, tirng la dién vién co
khac.”

“Cau ay la dién vién a?” Keiko hoi Utayama.

“Hinh nhu cau ta titng lam & doan kich Troi Chiéu, nhung gio da nghi ro6i.”

“Chinh em cling giat minh.”

“Vi qua bat ngd ma.”

“Con ba giup viéc nita, anh khong thidy ba dy cling rat dang sg a?” Keiko néi
r6i ngoanh nhin ra ctta bén trai, ctra nay thong sang bép, ltic ndy ba giip viéc di
vao dé. “Trwdc canh &y ma vé mat ba khong thay doi chit nao, hay do ba bi tro li
cam giac r6i?”

“Ba ay van thé day.” Samejima guwong cuwoi, “Chi can c6 viéc lam va nhan
dwgc lwong, con lai déu khong quan tam. Hinh nhw thay Miyagaki lai wng ba ay &
diém nay. Va lai, vu 6n ao lic nay da la lan thi hai r6i.”

“Thé u?” Utayama ngd nguoi ra phia sau, mim cuwoi, “Samejima ciing la
‘nguoi bi hai’ a?”

“Khong. To6i dén dau tién... sau d6 la Funaoka, Kiyomura muon hon mét chuit,
dén thi ba.”
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“Vay, la anh Suzaki a?”

Suzaki Shosuke nam nay 41 tu6i. Anh la hoc tro nhiéu tudi nhat ctia ong
Miyagaki, s& trudng vé dong tidu thuyét 1dy bdi canh chau Au thdi Trung C8, c6
diéu anh viét qua Ié mé nén canh bién tap rat ngai lam viéc vGi anh.

“Kiyomura ay, dua thi cling nén xem doi twgng la ai da.” Samejima khé ndi,
“Hinh nhu anh Suzaki gian ro6i, chang néi gi ca.”

“Cé vé thé that.” Utayama ngoanh sang nhin Suzaki, thdy anh ta van ngo6i trén
chiéc ghé nga lwng dat & cho xa nhat, cam cti doc sach.

Suzaki deo kinh gong den, vé mat nhuv dang bwc boi, voc nguwdi gay com lai
mdc 4o len mau nau nhat cang lam 19 ro céi lwng gu. Utayama c6 hinh dung xem
anh phan ng ra sao v4i man ‘biéu dién ddc sac’ lic ndy nhung khong tuwdng
twong ra dugc.

“Hayashi van chwa dén a?”

Pa gan 4 gio rudi. Nghe Utayama hoi, Samejima chi khé gat dau ré6i lay thudc
la dwa l1én miéng ngam. Subt qua trinh ay, Keiko van nhin cham cham theo ban
tay ctia Samejima. Utayama vitra dinh 1én tiéng nhac dirng hut & day thi c6 1é
Samejima da kip nhan ra van dé, ben day nap bat lira lai.

“A, xin 16i.”

“Cam on, toi rat ay nay.” Utayama cui dau.

“Nghe no6i, khéi thudc 14 khién ty 1€ sinh non tang cao.” Samejima dinh dac
noi, r6i mim cwoi nhin Keiko trong bd 4o bau mau xanh nhat, “Chac da sau thang
roi?”

“Bénh vién dy doan thang Tam sé sinh chau.” Keiko dap. “Tot qua. La trai hay
gai? Gan day nghe néi c6 thé siéu am biét ro gidi tinh.”

“Chung t6i khong muon siéu am.”

“Chau Yoji nha ta... van khée ch#?” Utayama héi. “A... vang, cam on anh,
chadu n6 van 6n.” Samejima van cwoi, song sac mat buén buon.

Yoji la dta con trai duy nhat ciia Samejima, nam nay 9 tu6i, Utayama tirng gap
cau bé. Yoji méi chao doi dd mac ching thiéu nang tri tué, thé lyc cling khong
mdy 6n dinh, chac hién gio van dang nam vién diéu tri.

“Map map chac khoe, nhwng bay lau nay n6 chi séng véi me, cho nén t6i lo vé
mat tinh cam, no6 sé...”

“DPung la chang dé gi...” Utayama cam thdy minh tr6t dai néu ra van dé rat
khong té nhi, bén chuyén dé tai, “Ma, bac Miyagaki van chwa ra nhi?”
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“U.” Samejima néi, roi cat bao thuéc vao tiii 4o ngyc, “T6i dén day lic gan 3
gi® ma van chwa nhin thay thay lan nao.”

“Vay a... La thé nhi.”

Utayama chgt nhé dén chiéc xe minh thay & ngoai bai do.

“Samejima ti* Tokyo dén day bang cach nao?”

“T6i qua toi di tau siéu toc dén Kyoto, nghi qua dém & do, roi sang nay xuat
phat di dén day.”

“Pi tau hda dén?”

“Puwong nhién roi. Sao?” Samejima nhiu may, nhin Utayama.

“Co ai ¢ day lai xe hoi dén khong?”

“Chac la khong. Anh Suzaki chwra c6 bang 1ai xe Kiyomura va Funaoka néi ho
di taxi ti nha ga vé day.”

“Thé thi...” Utayama khoanh hai tay trw6c nguc, suy nghi vé mot kha nang
khac, “Ba giup viéc c6 ¢ lai nha nay khong?”

“Hinh nhw khong. Thay Miyagaki néi nha ba dy & ngay trong thon, hang ngay
dén day lam viéc.”

“Ba ay lai xe dén u?”

“Xe? A...” Lic nay hinh nhv Samejima di hiéu y cia Utayama, “Anh néi vé
chiéc Toyota Corolla a?”

“Puing. Toi dang nghi xem xe do la cta ai.”

“Thuc ra t6i cling cam thay hoi ky la, ba gitip viéc tén la Kadomatsu Fumie, ba
ay di bo dén thi phai.”

“Pi bg?” Keiko gop 101, “Theé thi phai di xa lam.”

“Nghe noi néu la ngay mwa hodc tuyét roi thi ba ay & lai ddy hodc thay
Miyagaki sé danh xe dwa ba ay vé.”

“Thé thi chi c6 thé la...”

“Moi ngwoi dang noi cai gi thé?” Funaoka Madoka budc lai gan.

Funaoka Madoka nam nay 30 tudi, cting tu6i véi Kiyomura. C6 cé mai toc dai
mém mai tha xudng tredc nguc, voc ngudi thap nhung can doi, day dan. Tw ngay
dau tién xuat hién trén van dan cach day nam nam ni* nha van tré dep nay da rat
duge chd y, nhung dén nay, ¢6 van chwa c6 mot bwdc dot pha nao trong sy
nghiép sang tac.

“Chting t6i dang ban vé cht nhan cda chiéc Corolla do ngoai kia.” Utayama
dap, “Hinh nhw khong phai cua ai trong ching ta ca.”
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“Khong phai cua anh Ino a?”

“Con xe cung cda cau ay la Honda Prelude kia ma.” Samejima noi.

Funaoka nhun vai, “Ttc 1a con c6 nguoi khac dén?”

“Chac thé.”

Ctra nha bép bong mad ra, ba Kadomatsu bung khay tra budc vao dai sanh, dat
xuong ban tredc mat Shimada va Kiyomura roéi quay di, khong n6éi mot cau.
Utayama dang dinh héi xem con c6 vi khach nao khac dén khong, thay ba lanh
lung nhw thé nén danh thoi.

Luc nay, trong dai sanh vang lén tiéng chudng lanh lanh. Ba gitp viéc nghe
thdy bén quay ngudi di ra phia ctra.

“Hayashi dén.” Funaoka vira ndi vira quan sat cac dong tac cua Kiyomura.

Qua nhién, Kiyomura twoi cwdi ditng 1én roi nhanh chan chay vé phia gian bép,
chéc lai dinh 1ay x6t ca chua.

Hayashi Hiroya it tudi nhét trong cac nha van ¢ day, nam nay 27, voc nguoi
nho tho, tinh tinh hién hoa chan chat, hoi c6 phan nhu nhuwgce. Qua la mot doi
twgng thich hgp cho tro dua ctia Kiyomura.

“Kiyomura lai sap tréu ngudi ta.” Funaoka lam bam, “Do thon.”
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Hayashi c6 mai t6c bu xu, rau ria I6m chédm khong buon cao, mac chiéc 4o
khoéc dai rong cii ky, da tr¢ thanh ‘ké bi hai thit ba’. Cau dén, vay la du s6
khach moi. Moi nguwdi vira uéng tra vira chd chi nhan Mé Lo Quan xuat
hién.

Song, da qua gio hen mot tiéng r6i ma van chwa thdy Miyagaki Yotaro dau.
Thw ky Ino Mitsuo cia 6ng cling khong thay mat.

“Chang 1€ Ino lai khong dén...” Utayama néi, giong bat an.

Samejima lap tic phu dinh, “T6i dén dwgc mot 1at thi cé gap cau ay vao day
ma.”

“Thé a? Lic d6 cau ay co6 noi gi khong?”

“Khong, khong noi gi cd. Nhung t6i cdm thay cau ay c6 vé bon chon.”

“Hay la da xay ra chuyén gi khong hay?”

“Chuyeén khong hay... téc la...”

“Vi du nhuv bac Miyagaki bi mét.”

Trong dau Utayama bong hién 1én hinh anh nha van lao thanh cach day ba
thang vdi nét cwdi hoi méo mo khi ty néi vé sitc khoe ctia minh.

“Cling c6 thé.” Gigng Samejima hoi lo lang, “DPau thang trudc thay maoi toi dén
choi, Iic d6 t6i cam thay hinh nhw thay rat kho sé.”

Utayama van biét, Samejima Tomoo la mot nha phé binh van hoc rét chac tay,
cling la hoc tro duge 6ng Miyagaki tin cdy nhat trong nam nguwdi c6 mat & day
hém nay. Viéc hai nguwdi ho tirng bo ra cd mot mua he dé dam dao suot ngay dém
vé tiéu thuyét trinh thdm & Mé Lo Quan nay da tré thanh mot giai thoai ma ai ai
cling biét. Samejima nam nay 38 tudi, tré hon Suzaki ba tudi, nhung quen biét
ong Miyagaki s6m hon. Muwoi nam trudce, lac nhan giai thuong danh cho tac gia
m&i lan dau tién cua tap chi Ky Twong, hang muc phé binh van hoc, Samejima da
dwgc ong Miyagaki danh gia rat cao, cling nho vay ma bat dau nghiép van caa
minh. Trudc do, nguwdi nay la gido vién Toan & mot treong trung hoc pho thong
tai Tokyo.
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Samejima voc nguodi tam thwdc, manh khanh, dé téc ngan, khuon mat sang sta
day vé tri thitc. Néu mdc so mi trang, tré hon vai tudi, c6 bao d6 la mot ‘anh
chang dién trai’ thi cling khong qua 10i.

“Hom Tét dén tham bac Miyagaki, t0i cling cam thay trang thai tinh than bac
ay khong t6t lam.” Utayama noi.

“Thang trudc, toi cling c6 chung cam gidc.” Samejima ha thap giong, “Thay
no6i minh tudi da cao, tham chi con néi dén chuyén sau khi chét di...”

“Chuyén sau khi chét?”

“Phai. Vi nhv ‘Giai thwdng Miyagaki’, thay dy dinh dung toan b tai sdn cua
minh dé thanh 1ap quy cho giai thuwdng nay.”

Utayama ciling da tirng nghe néi vé ‘Gidi thwong Miyagaki’. Giong nhw giai
thuwéng van hoc Edogawa Rampo do chinh 6ng Rampo thanh 1dp mang tén minh
du ngwoi diéu hanh la ‘Cau lac b cac nha van trinh tham Nhat Ban’ hoi do, song
tién bac la cia Rampo, 6ng Miyagaki cling cong khai tuyén bo sé dung hinh thic
nay dé lvu danh minh trén doi.

“Toan bo tai san, vay la khoan tién 16n lam.”

“Pung thé. Thay con kha nhiéu dat ¢ Tokyo, c nhw thoi gia hién nay thi phai
tam mot ty yén hodc hon nita...”

“Nhiéu thé sao?” Keiko tron mat, “Bac ay khong c6 ba con than thich a?”

“Han la khéng.” Utayama noi.

Keiko mim cw0i, n6i dua, “Néu moi ngwdi xong vao tranh nhau so tién nay thi
co khi xay ra an mang nhu choi.”

“Chéac khong dau.”

Pa qua 5 gio chiéu...

Céanh ctra bén phai dai sdnh mé ra, thw ky Ino Mitsuo xuét hién.

“Rat xin 16i, dd dé cac anh chi phai cho 1au.” Giong Ino citng cap va vang doi
truyén dén moi ngéc ngach cua dai sanh. Anh mic Au phuc mau tro, mai téc ré
ngoi léch, vira nhin da biét 1a nguwdi nghiém tuc.

“Pa xay ra chuyén bat trac nén... T6i van dang suy nghi xem phai xit 1y thé
nao, rat xin 16i cac anh chi vi da lan lita dén tan lic nay.”

“Chuyén bat trac?” Suzaki héi. Vi tri ctia anh gan ctta hon ca. Ké tir khi
Utayama dén, day la lan dau tién anh 1én tiéng, “C6 chuyén gi xay ra roi a?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Vang.” Ino cui dau that thap, roi ti tw, 1an lwgt nhin ca tdm nguwoi dang c6 mat
trong dai sanh. Sau do, anh té vé bat lwc, dwa mat nhin xuéng miii ban chan cua
minh, mim méi tuyén b6, “Ong Miyagaki Yotaro da ty sat vao sang sém hom

»

nay.
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chwong 2

CUQC THI SANG TAC
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Ca dai sanh dang lao xao bong im phang phac. Suzaki dang nam dai trén ghé
nga lung doc sach 1ap titc ngoc dau day, doi mat sau cdp kinh chép lién tuc.
Hayashi thu minh bén géc ban, ha hoc miéng, vé mat do dan. Kiyomura thi
suyt ngd tir ghé xudng san nha. Bén canh la Shimada, hai tay dat trén ban
treéc d6 van khong ngdét ngo ngudy ciing ngirng lai. Moi ngwoi déu cham
cht nhin Ino.

May ngudi dang ngoi trén sofa bén nay ciling phan &ng na na thé.

Samejima va Funaoka dang nhoai nguwoi lap téc cing do, Keiko co vé suyt
ngirng thd, con Utayama thi ngoanh nhin Ino va bat giac dwa tay 1én tdi 4o nguc
1ay bao thudc ra.

“Ha ha ha ha...” Ngudi dau tién mé miéng la Kiyomura. Anh nhin cham cham
vao Ino dirng & cira, dap tay 1én ban cuwdi roi ditng day.

“V6 dung thoi, anh Ino. T6i sé khong mac Iira dau.” Giong Kiyomura rat hai
hudce.

“Cau bdo sao?” Ino cau may.

“Pirng ra vé ngdy ngod nita.” Kiyomura nhe ham rang trang bong, “Tro dua Ca
thang Tuw, t6i choi chan r6i.” Nhitng 16i ay khién bau khong khi b6t cang thang
han. Kiyomura 1am bam, “Anh n6i dua tai that,” r6i ng6i xuéng sofa, “Tuy nhién,
chu nha da day cong nghi ra tro vui nay ma chung ta khong hudng tng thi cling
dd. Nao, nao, cac anh chi oi, chung ta nén...”

“Cau hiéu lam dén mitc nay thi t6i cling khong biét néi gi hon...” Ino gian di
nhin Kiyomura, dwdng nhw co hét sitc dé giit binh tinh, anh dwa tay bung miéng,
khé ho. “Pay khong phéi tro dua. Du hom nay la ngay 1 thang Tu, t6i cling
khong dam dwa ra cau néi doi doc dia nhu thé.”

“Nhung...” Kiyomura tai mat, “Vay... do la sy that a?”

Ino nghiém tic gat dau, “Rat tiéc, ong Miyagaki qua that da qua doi.”

Ca dai sanh lai chim vao im lang. Khong 16 cac vi khach duwgc moi dén day
dang nghi nhitng gi.
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“Ino...” Utayama khé g& ban tay Keiko ra khéi tay anh, r6i ditng day, “Toi
muon hoi lai cho that rd rang, dwgc chit? Cau ndi sang sém hom nay bac
Miyagaki da qua doi, va la do ty sat, phai thé khong?”

“Phai.” Ino no6i ngay, khong do duv.

“Pung la ty sat that?”

“Piéu nay tuyét d6i khong nham. Ong &y ndm trén givdng trong phong ngu, da
uong mot lvgng thudc ngu rat 16n.”

Trong dai sdnh vang 1én nhitng tiéng thé dai. Utayama bwéc vé phia Ino.

“Cé dé lai di the khong?”

“Co.”

“Bac si thi sao? Bac si dén chwa?”

“Bac si dén roi, cling da viét gidy xac nhan nguyén nhan t vong.”

Bdc si dén r6i. Cau noi cua Ino rat dé khién ngwoi ta lién twong dén chiéc xe
hoi thit hai & bai do xe.

V@y ra xe dé la cta vién bdc st dd dén sau khi biét chuyén?

Canh sat thi sao? Suzaki ngoi trén chiéc ghé nga lwng, ngang nhin Ino, “Pa bao
canh sat chwa?”

“Vé diém nay thi...” Ino tién 1én mot buwdc, vé mat ban khoan khé xt, nhin
moi nguwoi, “Lé ra nén lap tic thong bao véi canh sat, van dé la ching ta duong
nhv roi vao mot tinh hudng hét sitc dac biét...”

“Toi khong hiéu y cau.”

“Dbiéu nay... hién gio khéng tién noi ra.”

“Pa la céi chét bat thwong thi nhat thiét phai thong bao vdi canh sat. Bay gio
toi sé di goi dién.” Suzaki néi réi dirng lén.

“Khoan da.” Ino gio tay ngan Suzaki lai, “Pung vay, 1y ra chiing ta phai thong
bao ngay vGi canh sat, nhung toi vira néi r6i, day la tinh huoéng dac biét... cling
tic la, tam thoi chwa bao canh sat. Pay la 1oi ddan do cua ong Miyagaki.”

“Ctia thay &?”

“Rot cudc y anh 1a gi?” Funaoka ditng 1én, “T6i cang nghe cang khong hiéu ra
sao.”

“Xin moi nguoi yén lang cho. Hién gio chung ta ¢ day noi nita cting vo ich,
moi cac anh chi sang phong doc, t6i sé giai thich tat ca.”

“Chuyén quai quy gi vay?” Shimada buon ba 1am bam, Utayama li€c nhin,
thdy nguwoi dan 6ng cao gay ay dirng lén, ném xudng ban mot vat gi d6 mau den,
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“Pa nbi la muodn téi day 6ng lam céi nay kia ma?”

‘Cai nay’ co hai tay, hai chan, hai tai nhon va dudi nhv mot ngon gido. Trén
lvng né con gan mot doi canh nita. Chwa bao gid Utayama nhin thdy mot hinh
x€p gidy nao giong thé.
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Ra khoi dai sanh, ré phai roi di thém chirng 1 mét sé dén goc caa hanh lang,
¢ do dat mot pho twgng dong cao bang dau ngudi, la twgng mot ¢o6 gai mac
trang phuc kiéu Hy Lap c6 dai.

Tay trai co ta dat 1én bo ngwc day dan, tay phai gio vé phia tridc, ban tay ngira
lén troi. Moi nguoi déu da biét day la twgng gi, ngoai trir Keiko lan dau dén khu
nha nay.

Ariadne.

Trén canh ctta son den tim, & vi tri ngang tam mat, gan mdt tdm bién hinh chit
nhat bang dong, khac hang chi:

ARIADNE.

Ciling nhv Minotaur, day la m&t nhan vat trong than thoai Hy Lap. Nang la con
gai ctia quoc veong Minos, yéu chang Theseus tré dep. Dé gitip Theseus tiéu diét
con quai vat Minotaur, nang da dwa cho chang mot cudn chi dé danh dau duwong
di khi chang tham nhap mé cung Labyrinth.*

Giong nhw Minotaur - phong khach & noi sau nhat trong Mé L6 Quan, dai sanh
nay goi la Ariadne. Hon chuc can phong khac cling duwgc dat theo tén cac nhan
vat xudt hién ¢ phan ‘Mé cung Minos’ cua than thoai Hy Lap.

Tam nguoi khach theo Ino di ra hanh lang am u.

Hanh lang rong chwa day 1 mét, 1at gach nhya mau nau sam, khong trai tham
nhu trong phong hay cau thang & gan ctta chinh. Tran nha cao cao tao thanh ti
nhitng miéng thuy tinh hinh vudng dwgc ghép véi nhau bang khung thép, moi
canh dai bang v&i d6 rong hanh lang - khodng gan 1 mét, chinh la nhitng ‘kim tw
thap dinh phang’ ma khi truéc da nhac dén. Lic nay, qua nhitng tdm kinh hoa van
day mau xanh dwong, anh nang bén ngoai chiéu xuéng da nhudm sac doé caa
hoang hon.

Toan bd hanh lang 1ay dwong thang va géc vuong lam co s@, cdu trac rac roi
phtic tap, chiém hau hét dién tich phan trung tam cta toa nha. Ciing vi thé ma noi
nay co tén la Mé Lo Quan.
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“Qua la giong hét mot mé cung.” Keiko di sat ngay sau Utayama, noéi nho,
“Bac Miyagaki lai song mdt minh trong khu nha ky quai nay.”

Vlra n6i dén do, Keiko im bat. Xem ra, c6 chwa that sy cdm nhan dugc rang
chu nhan noi day da chét.

Tiéng buwdc chan vong lai trong hanh lang két hgp v6i nhitng bitc twong mau
cat xung quanh khién nguoi ta c6 cdm giac noi day nhw mot khong gian biét 1ap.
Lic nay chuwa dén gid bat deén, lai thém troi nha nhem t6i, khién Utayama c6 cam
giac nhu minh khong phai dang di trong hanh lang quen thugc cua Mé Lo Quan,
ma do dam tirng budc, tién sau vao trong mot ‘mé cung’ la lam.

Va, chti nhan ‘mé cung’ nay bt ngo tu sat.

“...Dén tudi nay roi, tdi cling chang dinh doi y ma 1ap ky luc md&i vé viéc song
lau dau. ”

Cach day ba thang, 6ng Miyagaki da noi cau nay.

Bay gio bac dy da nghi dén viéc tu st chang?

Madc du c6 kha nang do, nhung Utayama van c6 nghi theo mét huwéng khac.

Vi du nhv, 16i n6i va hanh dong ky la caa thu ky Ino c6 y nghia gi?

Anh ta c6 vé qua binh tinh. Du tinh Ino tri6c nay van thé, song tai sao dén gio
anh ta méi cho moi ngwoi biét chuyén? Bay gid moi ngudi sé ban bac nhitng gi
day? Va tai sao ‘y nguyén trudc khi chét’ ctia 6ng Miyagaki lai 1a tam thoi khong
thong bao cho canh sat?

Béng t6i nhanh chéng budng xuong hanh lang, moi nguwdi lic ré phai ldc ré
trai, di mai, cudi cung cling dén dwgc phong doc.

Canh ctra kién c6 mau den tim giong hét cita dai sanh, cuing gan mot tam bién
dong hinh chi¥ nhat.

MINOSS

Moi ngudi déu nhin hang chit khac nay

Minos.

Dbay la tén cua quoc vuong nuwdc Crete - ngwoi da ra 1énh cho ngudi tho tai ba
Daedalus xay dung mé cung Labyrinth. C6 vé ngudi ché tao tam bién da so suat
khac thtra mot chit S.

Ino day ctra, tdm ngwoi lang 1é buwdc vao phong.

Can phong rong hon 15m2, trong béng t6i, van cé thé thdy bén trong c6 hai
clta, mo6i cra nam maot bén. Cira bén phai ré vao buong vé sinh va nha tam, con
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ctra bén trai thong v&i phong ngu.

Ino bat cong tac dén gan & twong bén trai, den dién mé phong dén dau kiéu co
gan trén bon mat twong tdéa anh sang vang. Dén lic nay, Utayama mdi thoat khai
do giac vé mot ‘mé cung’ xa la.

“Moi lai day.”

Ino bwdc vao trong, mé canh ctra bén trai roi bat déen phong ngu.

Nhitng ngwoi khach nhin nhau, ngan ngai, vi khong biét thi gi dang dgi minh
trong can phong sat vach.

“Cac anh chi vao di.” Ino ding bén ctta, thiic giuc.

Samejima bwdc vao dau tién, tiép theo la Kiyomura. Utayama dat tay Keiko di
vao sau Shimada, hai vg chong ho la nhitng ngwoi cudi cung.

“Xin 16i bac si, da dé 6ng phai doi 1au.” Ino noi, khép ctra lai. Ngudoi dan ong
dwgc goi la bac si dang ditng bén chiéc giwvong, quay lung lai tdim gwong 16n gan
trén twong, lang 1é gat dau.

“Pay la bac si Kuroe Tatsuo, chti nhiém khoa NGi, bénh vién N, thanh pho
Miyazu. Nguoi da giup d& ong Miyagaki trong may thang qua.”

Ino gidi thiéu xong, Kuroe Tatsuo lai gat dau lan nita r6i nhin moi nguwdi bang
anh mat than thién. Ngwoi dan 6ng nay khoang 50 tudi, chiéc 4o blouse trang chat
cang bai than hinh béo dam, cai dau tron da h6i mot nira.

“Xin chia bu6n cung cac anh chi.” Hoi 1au sau, Kuroe méi bat dau noi bang
giong kho khoc, sau d6 nhin vé phia givong, “Khéng ngo ong Miyagaki lai ra di
nhuv thé nay.”

Tam chan dap bén trén than thé, manh vai trang phu kin mat da ndi 1én tat ca.

Kuroe dwa tay vé phia manh vai. Utayama nudt nwédc bot, cham chi nhin theo
dong tac cta ong, dong thoi liéc thay trén ta dau giwong c6 mot coe thiy tinh,
mot cai lo dyng nhitng vién thuéc mau trang, va cap kinh mat ma nha van lao
thanh van thuong deo.

Manh vai da dwgc nhac 1én.

“Oi... thay...” Funaoka khé kéu 1én, cting liic, cac vi khach khac ciing phét ra
mdy tiéng thé dai.

Khu6n mat nguwdoi da khuat rat an lanh.

Nhung, tai sao...?

Utayama cham chud nhin khuon mat nha van gia qua c6, réi dwa tay dui mi mat
cay cay.
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“T6i xin thwa v6i cac anh chi...” Sau khi tat ca quay lai phong doc, Ino néi,
“Vi chuyén nay hét sttc quan trong, nén mong cac anh chi hdy cha y lang
nghe.”

Sat vach twong bén phai tinh theo hwdng nhin cta cta ra vao la mot cai ban
dep va tinh t€, bén trén dat chiéc dién thoai mau den va mot may danh chit+, Ino
ding bén canh ban, kéo chiéc ghé da cé tay vin ra.

“M0i bac si Kuroe ngoi. Sau do6...” Thu ky Ino nhin moi ngwdi. “Sy viéc nay
twong doi phitc tap, cac anh chi cling tim cho ngoi di, ghé khong dd nén cac anh
chi thong cam nhé.”

Do6i dién c6 mot ban nho va hai cai ghé dau, Utayama bdo Keiko ngoi xudng
mot cai, con anh ditng sau co, ta vao twong. Suzaki ng6i 1én chiéc con lai, nam
nguoi khac dirng quay thanh ntra vong tron xung quanh Ino.

“Toi xin n6i cho c6 trinh ty dau dudi qua trinh phat hién ra viéc 6ng Miyagaki
tw sat.” Ino hai tay khoanh triéc nguc rat nghiém tic, nhin vao khuén mat tirng
nguwoi dang cham chd cho nghe, bat dau ké, “Dé chuan bi cho tiéc sinh nhat hém
nay theo ding ké hoach cting mét s6 viéc khac, t6i da dén day tr t6i hom qua.
Phadi b6 tri phong, chuan bi thyc pham va moi thit can thiét cho cac anh chi, nén
toi ban sudt toi, khong co thoi gian néi chuyén v6i ong Miyagaki. Bay gio nhd lai
thi ding la hdm qua 6ng ay c6 gi dé hoi ky la, sac mat rat kém va it néi. T6i cling
da rat lo lang, va nghi c6 1é 6ng ay thay khong dwoc khoe, chac dén sang nay sé
do hon. Sau 11 gio dém qua, 6ng Miyagaki mdi di ngu, trwedc lic vé phong, ong
ay trinh trong bdo toi, ‘Moi viéc ngay mai déu trong cay ¢ cau.” Thé roi, dén tan
trira nay, toi van khong thay ong dy ra khéi phong. T6i dang lay lam la thi bac si
Kuroe tGi. T6i da titng gdp bac si Kuroe va cling biét ong Miyagaki thinh thodng
c6 dén bénh vién & Miyazu dé kham bénh.”

Béac Miyagaki da noi la ghét cay ghét dang bac si kia ma?

Utayama cam thay rat kinh ngac. Thi ra sitc khée ctia nha van gia Miyagaki da
stit kém rat nhiéu chi khong 6n nhu anh van twéng.
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“Bac si Kuroe noi rang t6i hom qua, 6ng Miyagaki da goi dién mai bac si dén
day vao trua nay. Co phai thé khong, bac si?”

Kuroe gat dau, “Pung vay. T6i c6 khuéc tir vi dang rat ban viéc & bénh vién,
thé nhwng 6ng Miyagaki da tha thiét nhod t6i, rang du thé nao di nita cling hay co
ging sip xép dé dén day mot chuyén. Ong ay da néi hét nhé, t6i ciing khong tién
ttr chéi thém, du sao thi...” 6ng néi dén dé réi dirng lai, suy nghi mét lat mdi tiép
tuc, “Dén nuwdc nay, c6 noi ra cling chang cé van dé gi. Téom lai la 6ng Miyagaki
bi ung thw phoi rat nghiém trong va khé ma phuc hoi lai dwgce. Chinh 6ng ay ciing
biét rat ro diéu do.”

Ung thu phoi?

Utayama nhd lai, lic ay hut thuéc, 6ng Miyagaki da ho rat dit doi.

Rala vay...

Ino tiép 10i, “Do6 la ly do tai sao bac si Kuroe c6 mat ¢ day. Khi bac si Kuroe
dén, toi da tdi phong nay dé goi 6ng Miyagaki, song 6ng ay khong dap, ctra
phong thi khéa. T6i quay ra dai sanh goi dién thoai vao phong, cling khong ai
nhac may. T6i lo rang da c6 chuyén gi do xdy ra, bén lay chia khéa dy phong mé
ctra, bat gap ong ay nam trén giwong trong phong ngd nhw moi nguwoi vira thay...
To6i 1ap tirc dan bac si Kuroe vao phong ngu, nhung dd mudn, 6ng Miyagaki da
tat thd. Bén canh lo thudc nga dat dau giwdng con c6 mot bire thw tuyét ménh...”

Ino ldy tir tdi 4o vest ra m6t phong bi trang, gio cho moi nguwdi xem.

“Phia ngoai viét ‘Nguwoi nhan: Ino Mitsuo’. Pich thyce 1a bt tich cta ctia 6ng
Miyagaki. Noi dung bitc thw dugc danh mdy, nhung ngay thang va ky tén & cudi
thw la 6ng dy tv tay viét.”

Ino Mitsuo rut tir phong bi mét to gidy gap bon, than trong mdé ra doc.

“Cai chét cua t6i do chinh t6i lwa chon, xin moi nguwdi dirng hoang mang va
cling dirng bado canh sat. Bac si Kuroe chac chan sé c6 mat. Téi da moi ong ay
dén day dé lam nhan chitng. Hay nghe bang ghi am t6i dat trén ban phong doc.
Toi da ghi lai nguyén vong ctia minh sau khi chét va mong moi nguoi ton trong y
nguyén nay. Ngay 1 thang Tw nam 1987. Miyagaki Yotaro. Xin anh chi xac nhan
cho.”

Ino Mitsuo dua ca phong bi va thw cho Kiyomura dang ditng gan nhat.

“Pung la but tich cua thay.” Kiyomura trinh trong gat dau, roi dwa cho Hayashi
ding bén canh. Tiép do, cac vi khach con lai cling chuyén tay nhau xem di thw
ctia 6ng Miyagaki. Ca phong chim trong im lang nang né.
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“Cac anh chi xac nhan xong ca réi ch?”

Cudi cung, bic thw dugce tra vé cho Ino. Anh dat thw xuéng ban va cam hép
dung bang ghi am lén.

“Pay la cuon bang dugc nhac dén trong di thw. ching ta nghe né tredc nhé.”

Nam sat twong bén phai ctia can phong la ké go bay mot dan am thanh cting da
loai bang dia. Ong Miyagaki von rat mé phim anh ciing nhu nhac c6 dién va luon
tw hao vé bo swu tap bang dia cia minh.

Ino bwdc lai ké go, nhat bang ghi am vao may.

“Cac anh chi...”

Khi tiéng no6i ay vira phat ra tir loa, ai ndy déu lap titc citng nguoi. Dang la
giong cua ong Miyagaki, chu nhan Mé Lo Quan.

“Khi cac anh chi nghe bang nay thi c6 1€ t6i da khong con séng trén doi nita.
Sau khi ghi am xong, t6i quyét dinh vinh biét cudc song. Chac cac anh chi cling
nghe bac si Kuroe néi r6i, t6i bi ung thw phoéi, da dwgc phat hién trong lan kham
sttc khée thang Chin nam ngoai. Bac s Kuroe rét tin twdng toi nén mdi n6i thang
cho t6i biét. T6i rat xin 16i 6ng, nhung t6i khong muon séng thoi thép trong cudc
chién dau véi can bénh hiém nghéo vo phwong citu chita. Chinh bac si cling noi,
tinh trang cta t6i khé ma can thiép bang phau thuat, ciing titc 1a chi c6 thé dung
cach diéu tri phong xa hoac diéu tri héa chat ma kéo dai sw song. Cach song lay
lat nhw thé khong phu hgp véi quan diém tham m¥ cua t6i, cho nén sang nay, vao
sinh nhat 1an thit 60 ctia minh, t6i da Iwa chon tu két thiic cudc doi. Con nguwoi toi
du lam viéc gi cling phai dit khoat dau ra day.”

Bang ghi am phat ra tiéng cudi khe khé...

“Bay gio di vao viéc chinh. Toi chét khong sao ca, chang qua, cé hai chuyén
ma t6i van con lo lang. M6t 1a, tai san cta t6i kha 16n, nén xit 1y ra sao. Hai la,
bon ngudi trong cac anh chi: Suzaki, Kiyomura, Funaoka va Hayashi.

“T6i ndi vée van dé thit hai tredc. Xét tr mot khia canh nao do, t6i la con ngudi
rat ngao man. T6i nghi sy chan thanh va nhiét tinh cia minh khéng thua kém bat
c? ai trong sudt bon muwoi nam hét long vi nghiép sang tac vira qua. Toi cho rang
minh da mén yéu tiéu thuyét trinh tham, thé loai van hoc dwgc Poe* khéi xuwéng
va roi hinh thanh qua no6 lyc cia vo s6 bac tién boi, hon bat cir thit gi khac. Noéi ra
c6 phan khoa trwong, nhung ding la t6i da cong hién ca doi minh cho dong tiéu
thuyét dac biét nay, dong thoi con khai thac nhan tai lam nguwdi ké tuc t6i. Trong
cac nha van méi trwdng thanh tw tap chi Ky Twong, t6i dac biét tam dac véi vai
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nguoi - cling la bon trong may vi khach dwgc moi dén dy sinh nhat t6i hém nay -
Suzaki, Kiyomura, Hayashi va Funaoka. Tuy nhién, c6 mot diém rat quan trong
la, dirng cho rang to6i rat hai long v6i nhitng thanh tich ma cac anh chi da c6. Vé
khodn ay, chac ai cling ty hiéu nhi.

“Nhitng diéu chwa wng vé cac anh chi, t6i sé khong noi ra ¢ day. Song, t6i phai
nhan manh rang, cac anh chi con rat non tay va van chwa phat huy hét tiém luc
ctia minh. Lic trwdc, khi phat hién ra bon nguoi, to6i da nghi sau khi dugc got
gitia, cac anh chj sé hoan toan van dung dugc tai nang minh cé. Thé nhung phai
mat bao 1au cho céac anh chi 16t xac? D6 méi la van dé ma t6i quan tam, hiéu
cha?”

Bo6n nha van duwgc nhac dén nhin nhau, cdm xtc phitc tap hién rd trén mat tirng
nguoi.

“Tiép theo, quay lai van dé thi nhat, vé tai san cta t6i. T6i khong nam rd s6
lwgng cu thé, chang qua, chi riéng phan bat dong san t6i dwgc thira ké & Tokyo da
c6 gia tri kha dang ké, duwong nhién ca Mé L6 Quan ciling vay. Tam khong nhac
dén phi ton xay dung, riéng so tién xi ly cong trinh ky diéu nay cling rat kinh
khung r6i. Bén canh d6, t6i con cé c6 phiéu, tién giti ngan hang, tién ban quyén
tac pham... tat ca cong lai chac ciing phai dugc may ty yén.

“Cac anh chi ciling biét, t6i khong c6 ho hang than thich, cling chwa bao gio két
hén. Vi thé t6i da tirng cong khai no6i rang di san cta tdi sé duge dung dé thanh
lap mot quy van hanh giai thwéng van hoc mang tén toi - Miyagaki Yotaro. Toi
von dinh soan van ban chinh thitc vé viéc nay, nhung bay gio t6i da doi y.

“Phan ntra di sdn cua toi sé dugc dung cho quy ‘Giai thwéng Miyagaki’, con
nita kia, t6i muén dé lai cho mot ngwoi duy nhat. Hién t6i van chwa quyét dinh
dwgc ngudi do la ai, cling tic 1a, bay gio mdéi bat dau tién hanh Iwa chon. Han cac
anh chi dang dam chiéu nghi nggi toi ndi vay la y gi, phai khong?

“La thé nay, hom nay moi cac anh chi dén tham dy sinh nhat 60 tudi cta toi,
chinh vi muén dé cac anh chi quyét dinh ai s& thira ké khoan tai san d6. Ung vién
chinh 1a bén ngudi Suzaki, Kiyomura, Hayashi va Funaoka.”

Dbén day, bang ghi am bong im lang kha lau, c@ nhi muén chd xem phan tng
cua cac vi khach.

“Thé la y gi?” Funaoka nhin xung quanh, “Rét cudc la...”

“Van con nita.” Ino nhac nhd, “Ta ct nghe hét da, c6 van dé gi thi noi sau.”
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Giong noi trong bang ghi am lai vang lén, “Khi trong dau nay ra y twdng nay,
toi da rat vui. Pay ding la mot cudc thi tredc nay chua tirng c6. Chitng t6 ndo cta
to6i van con dung tot day chir. Bay gio t6i sé giai thich r6 cho cac anh chi nghe.
Sau day, tirc la sau khi da phat hién ra t6i ty sat, mong cac anh chi sé gitp t6i may
viéc.

“Mot la, vé chuyén toi ty sat, sau nam ngay nita, tirc dén 12 gio trira ngay 6
thang Tu, hang bao canh sat. Trong mdy ngay nay tuyét d6i khong cho nguai bén
ngoai vao Mé L6 Quan. Thoi gian nam ngay chwa da dé xac chét cta t6i phan
hty nghiém trong dau.

“Hai la, tir gio cho dén lic ay, khong ai duwgce ra khoi Mé Lo Quan, trir cau Ino
va bac s Kuroe. Trong cac anh chi, han sé c6 nguwdi c6 viéc phdi lam trong thoi
gian nay, nhat la ngwoi luén ban rgn nhuw anh Utayama, t6i rat xin 16i, ciing biét
diéu nay rat vo ly nhung mong cac anh chi diéu chinh thoi gian gitp cho. Vé ba
giip viéc Kadomatsu Fumie, t6i da nho ba dy & lai day ti ngay 1 dén ngay 6
thang Tw r6i. T6i cling da nho bac si Kuroe ton trong y nguyén ctia ngudi chét: tw
lic roi khoi day dén 12 gio tria ngay 6 thang Tw sé khong tiét 10 véi ai khac vé
nhitng viéc da xay ra trong toa nha nay.

“Ba 13, trong nam ngay tGi, cac anh chi phai xem xét va Iira chon nguoi thira ké
tai sdn. Vira ndy da ndi, c6 bon ng vién. Trong khodng thdi gian, chinh xéc 1a
dén 10 gio téi ngay 5 thang Tw, bon nguwoi nay phai viét xong mét cudn tiéu
thuyét. Bién tap vién Utayama, nha phé binh Samejima va Shimada sé ‘dai dién
cho doc gia yéu thich tiéu thuyét trinh thdm’ dé doc bon tac pham do, va phai
danh gia xong wu khuyét diém cta ching truéc 12 gid trva ngay 6 thang Tu.
Cudi cung, tac gid cta tac pham duwgc binh chon la hay nhat sé gianh dwgc quyén
thira ké tai san. Con vé hgi dong cham thi...”

Ca can phong bong x0n xao, ai ai cling thdy noi dung cua di chiic nay rat
khong binh thwong.

“Xin gilt yén lang cho.” Ino vira n6i vira nhan nit tam dirng.

“Nhung Ino, chuyén nay... vo ly qua.” Utayama noi.

“Pung la rat dang kinh ngac.” Anh thuw ky chép mat, “Nhung chiing ta phai
nghe tiép da, phan phia sau rat quan trong.”

No6i xong, Ino Iui bang trd lai mot doan ro6i nhan cho no chay tiép.

“... dugc binh chon la hay nhat sé gianh dwgc quyeén thtra ké tai san. Con vé
hoi dong cham thi, la ba ngwdi ndi trén, dwong nhién ciing dwgc hwéng thu lao
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nhat dinh.

“Bon la, chi dwgc viét han ché trong 100 trang, moi trang 400 chit. T6i von
dinh dé cho cac anh chi viét dai hon, song tinh thé khong cho phép. Nam ngay,
viét 100 trang. Cho la nhiéu hay it, con tuy tirng nguwoi, vi du, doi v6i nguoi viét
cham nhw Suzaki, c6 1€ sé cam thay diéu kién ay rat khac nghiét, tuy nhién, viét
cham khéng dong nghia véi ‘it tdc pham’. Pay coi nhu ciing la 10i t6i tw bién ho
cho minh.

“Nam 1a, vé chu dé cua tiéu thuyét. BPuwong nhién phdi 1a tiéu thuyét trinh tham,
xin hoi dong cham thi cling chd y diém nay. Ngoai ra, vé ndi dung, t6i mudn néu
may diéu kién nhw sau. C6 thé noi, day la diém ly thu nhat trong cudc canh tranh
nay. Trwdc hét, phai dung Mé L6 Quéan nay lam boi canh, vé nhan vat, phai la
nhitng ngwdi hém nay c6 mat & day, ké ca t6i - Miyagaki Yotaro. Mu6n dé t6i
lam ngudi séng hay da chét thi tiy cac anh chi. Cudi cung, nguwdi bi hai ctia vu an
mang xdy ra trong tiéu thuyét phai la chinh tac gia.

“Thé nao? Cac anh chi thay thu vi khong? Viét truyén trinh thdm v&i boi canh
la mot ngdi nha ky la trong thue té, va ban than minh chinh 1a nguwoi bi hai. M6
tip nay rat hap dan dung khong? Chi ti€c rang t6i khong duwgc doc ching.

“Bdy, a khong, sau la, cac &ng vién phai dung may danh chit c6 san trong
phong minh dé go6 ban thao chit khong viét tay, tranh tinh trang chit dep hay xau
anh huwéng dén két qua binh xét. Chac gan day cac anh chi cling déu dung may
danh chit dé l1am viéc, nén sé khong c6 van dé gi dau nhi?

“Néu phat hién c6 hanh vi gian lan, lap tic hay tw cach du thi cia nguoi do.
Trong thoi gian nam ngay nay ai ra khoi khu nha thi cling bi coi la pham quy.
Con nita trong nhitng ngwoi tham gia va nhitng nguwdi phoi hop, chi can c6 mot
ngwoi khong dong y thi cude thi nay sé cham ditt, dong thoi di nguyén cta t6i
cling mat hiéu lyc ngay lap titc. Nhitng ndi dung nay da dugc viét thanh van ban
hop phap va cat trong két cta toi. Cau Ino, sau khi xac nhan van ban, nhd cau tién
hanh moi viéc theo di chic cang sém cang tot.

“Cha... bBa 1au khong néi nhiéu nhw thé, ding la mét that. Rat cé thé day sé la
giai thwong van hoc 16n nhat trong lich st, t6i chan thanh mong cac anh chi sé c6
gang hét sitc dé phat huy tai nang cia minh. Bay gio t6i di tredc nhé...”
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Ino bam nut ngirng r6i tua vé dau bang. Khac han véi vé nang né trude do,
gi0 day tam nguoi trong phong, ai cling ha hoc mom vi kinh ngac. Ho vira
suy ngam ndi dung da nghe vira nhin thw ky Ino.

“Cac anh chi da nghe r6 ca r6i.” Sau khi tua xong, Ino nhac cudén bang ra, dat
trd lai hop, “Toi khong sGm bao cho cac anh chi la vi con phai phan tich ngi dung
cudn bang. Vé van ban nhac dén & doan cu6i bang, to6i da xac nhan, né co6 day da
gia tri phap ly.”

T ndam 25 tudi, Ino da lam viéc cho nha van Miyagaki, dén nay la gan muoi
nam. Anh vtra la mot the ky trung thanh vira la mot ngwoi ham mo 6ng. Tuy co
chitng nhan tw cach luat sw nhwng anh khéng hanh nghé ay, vi cho rang n6 khong
phu hgp v&i minh. Binh thuwong & Tokyo, ngoai cong viéc thu ky, Ino con lam
giang vién truong bo tic kién thitc cho cac hoc vién chuan bi thi vao nganh tw
phap.

“T6i nghi, la thw ky cta 6ng Miyagaki, t6i c6 nghia vu c6 gang hét sitc dé thuc
hién y nguyén ctia 6ng dy. Ciing may, bac si Kouroe sau khi nghe cuon bang ghi
am, ciing t6 y bang long gitp do t6i.”

“Lan dau tién t6i gap mot viéc bat thwong thé nay.” Kuroe vira néi vira nhac
cai cdp da mau nau nhat tr trén dau goi, dat xuéng dwdi chan, “Ching ta nén ton
trong nguyén vong cua ngwoi da mat, mac du toi cling it nhiéu cam thay khong
thoa dang.”

“T6i sé sap xép moi thit va nhat dinh sé khong gay nhitng phién ha khong can
thiét cho cac anh chi.” Ino néi rat ty tin, “Pay la mot tinh huong cuc ky dac biét,
va toi nghi minh van c6 thé gidi thich 6n théa vGi canh sat.”

Noi 16i, Ino budc dén bén ban dat hop bang ghi am 1én trén bic thw, sau dé
quay lai nhin moi nguwdi, “Néu con gi thac mac, xin moi cac anh chi c héi.”

Mot s6 nguwoi map may moi mudn hoi, trong do c6 ca Utayama. Co6 diéu, anh
chwa tim ra ti ngtt thich hogp, chac cac vi khach khac ciing vay.

“Chiéu ngay kia t6i c6 hen dén dai truyén hinh tham gia mét chwong trinh.”
Funaoka lam bam, “Lan dau c6 duwoc co hoi nhw thé, t6i da rat vui...”
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“Pai truyén hinh?” Kiyomura 16n tiéng, “Quy co6 Funaoka 0i, e la ¢c6 khong
dén d6 dugc dau.”

“Gi vay? Anh ndi...” Funaoka dé mat, “T6i hiéu r6i, y anh noéi la & day dang
c6 moén tién hang ty yén chi gi?”

“Co6 vé co hiéu ro tinh hinh r6i ddy.”

“Pirng xem t6i nhw d6 ngéc. Nhung viéc nay rat khong binh thwong. Chi 100
trang ban thao la c6 thé quyét dinh mét moén tién 16n sé di vé dau...”

“Thé mdi giong thay Miyagaki chit. Thay ty sat khién ngudi ta giat minh strng
sot, song nhw thé nay méi khong phai chi don thuan la chét... a, t6i 18 10i. Téom
lai, toi cho rang ching ta nén lay lam vinh dv vi tai nang ctia minh da lot dugc
vao mat xanh cua thay.”

Néi r6i, Kiyomura nhin thang vé phia Ino, “Chting t6i dwong nhién sé tham gia
tro choi nay. Chac anh Suzaki va Hayashi khong cé y kién gi khac chi?”

“Hai nguoi nghi sao?”

Nghe cau hoi cda Ino, Suzaki gat dau, Hayashi van vé b ria, khé néi, “T6i
cling vay.”

Kiyomura lan lwgt nhin Samejima, Shimada va Utayama, “Bén nay chac
khong c6 ai phan doi chit? Samejima thay sao?”

Nha phé binh van hoc gat dau, khé nham mat, “Pa la nguyén vong cta thay
Miyagaki thi t6i chi c6 thé nghe theo.”

“Anh Shimada?”

“H4? Cha cha... du sao t6i ciling la dan v6 cong roi nghé nén & lai khong phai
van dé.” Shimada ditng twa ctta phong ngu, hai tay khoanh trw6c nguc, dap,
“Chang qua trach nhiém nang né qua.”

“Anh Utayama?”

“Piéu nay...” Utayama chua trd 10i, chi nhin Keiko. Bat gap cai nhin ay, Ino
hiéu ngay.

“Anh lo cho sttc khée cta chi ay chi gi?”

“U. Puong nhién...”

“Veé chi Keiko, tdi nghi ching ta cé thé pha 1é. Vi chi khéng c6 vai tro gi trong
cudc thi ma 6ng Miyagaki dé ra, nén néu can thi chi cit vé trwdc, cung vGi bac si
Kuroe.”

“Khong sao, t6i c6 thé ¢ lai.” Keiko néi ranh mach r6i quay sang Utayama,
“Pirng lo anh a. Em da cat cong dén day ma lai vé m6t minh thi chan chét.”
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“Puwgc roi day. Quyét dinh thé nhé.” Kiyomura dac chi néi to, c6 vé da thoat
khoi cu s6c lic nay do sy bat ngd ma cuén bang ghi am mang dén. “Vay la thi
sang tac... mot vu an mang ¢ Mé L6 Quan? ‘Giai thwdng van hoc 16n nhat trong
lich st’. Khong ho danh la thay Miyagaki. N6i qua hay.”
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Sau khi Kuroe ra vé, Ino khéa ctra chinh lai, cling khoa luén ca canh ctra bé
tong phan cach tién sanh va cau thang 1én xudng.

Tiép theo, viéc tat ca can lam la diéu chinh lai ké hoach ctia minh ké tir mai
dén ngay 6 thang Tu. Va thé la chiéc dién thoai duy nhat trong dai sanh tré nén
ban ron, chu yéu la dé goi vé Tokyo.

Khi tét ca déu dugc sap x€ép 6n thoa thi da gan 7 gio toi.

“Moi cac anh chi sang bén nay mot chut.”

Ino goi ca tdm ngwoi dén bén ban.

“Co ai khong dan xép duwgc khong? Khong c6? Tot qua réi. Co vai diém can
lwu y t6i phai néi rd véi cac anh chi. Moi ng6i.”

Hai tiéng dong ho vira qua ké tir khi xuat hién & dai sanh nay, Ino ludn git vé
diém dam binh tinh.

Liéu c6 phdi vi tinh than trdch nhiém cao ma anh thuc hién moi cong doan
ding theo di chic ctia 6ng Miyagaki? Khong, y thitc nghé nghiép don thuan sé
khong du dé binh tinh ¢ng ph6 nhw vay. Chac han con do anh hiéu 16 va dong
cam v@i nhitng s thich va khuynh huwéng tw duy - n6i mot cach cuwong diéu - la
tw twdng dac biét ctia 6ng Miyagaki.

“Du vi ly do gi di nita, thi day van la mot nguwdi tai giéi.” Utayama danh gia
nhw vay vé anh thue ky tan tuy nhé hon minh vai tu6i nay. Bwong nhién, nha van
130 luyén cua bon ho, nguwdi da vach ra ‘tro choi thira ké tai san’ bat ngo trong di
chic con dang né hon.

“Phong ngu ctia moi ngwoi da dugc sap xép xong. Mdy danh chit trong phong
anh Suzaki, cau Kiyomura, cau Hayashi va c¢6 Funaoka déu giong nhau, ngoai ra
con c6 ba dia mém dé lwu dit liéu, 300 trang gidy kho B5 dé in, s6 tay hudng dan
stt dung may danh chir va vai mén dé can thiét khac. Néu thdy thiéu th gi, xin
bao cho t6i biét. Khu nha nay cé két cau rat phitc tap, nén to6i da vé so do va
photo ra r6i, moi ngwdi cam mot ban nhé.”

Ino m& cdp dung tai liu mau den, 1ay cac ban photo ra phat cho moi ngudi.
bung nhw anh noi, trén to gidy A4 la so dé6 mat bang ctia khu nha nay, cac phong
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déu dwgc ghi cha rit rd rang. Utayama & phong Poseidon, Keiko & phong
Dionysus. Hai phong nay nam & phia Bong cia khu nha, gan dai sanh hon ca.(#),

“V@ chong anh Utayama dén nghi ¢ nha nay la lan dau tién nén chwa ro, con
cac anh chi khac chac biét ca roi, nhung dé bao dam, t6i xin phép giai thich lai.”
Ino tiép tuc, “Trong moi phong déu cé budng vé sinh riéng. Ra ngoai dai sanh
nay ré trai la nha tam, cac anh chi c tuy y dung. Thu vién, phong khach va
phong gidi tri lubn m@ ctra, cac anh chi c ra vao thodi mai. Riéng phong doc vira
nay, toi da khoa lai, khong ai dugc vao.

“Vé cac bita an, no6i chung sé t6 chitc & dai sanh: bita sang 10 gig, bita tra 1
gio, bita toi 8 gio. Co thé sé khong phu hgp lam véi thoi quen sinh hoat cia mot
sO nguoi, cling mong cac anh chi thong cam cho. Trong ti chén & phong khach va
dai sanh luén cé rwgu, ai muén udng thi cii ty nhién.

“Chia khéa ctra chinh sé do t6i git, cdc anh chi tuyét d6i khong dugce ra ngoai.
Bdi vi t6i khong muén lam trai di ngén ctia 6ng Miyagaki khi khong that sy can
thiét. L& c6 tinh hudng khan cap phat sinh thi xin cac anh chi thong bao cho toi
biét ngay. Roi, cac anh chi con thac mac gi khong?”

“Nay, nay...” Keiko khé goi, choc vao vai Utayama.

“Gl1 vay em?”

‘Em khong dem theo quan ao dé thay thi lam sao day?”

“Mai t6i sé lai xe di mua.” Ino dé y nghe va tra 16i “Moi ngudi con can thir gi
nita thi liét ké ra gidy roi dwa cho t6i, t6i mua ludn mét thé.” Ino nhin dong ho
bdo thitc dat trén tu chén, “Trudc hét cac anh chi xach hanh ly vé phong cia minh
di, chia khéa da cai san & 6 khoda trén tay nam ctta roi. Dén 8 gio, moi nguoi tap
trung lai day dé dung bita t6i nhé.”
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Co Ié ching ta can tim hiéu vé bo cuc ctia khu nha ky la nay.(#)

Vé co ban, ctta chinh trén mat dat, cau thang va dai sanh nam & phia Nam,
phan trung tam la hé thong hanh lang mé cung, phia Bac la phong khach
Minotaur, ké hai bén n6 la phong gidi tri Daedalus va thw vién Eupalamus - dat
theo tén hai nguwdi da cung thiét ké ra mé cung Minos. Phong doc va phong nga
ctia 6ng Miyagaki mang tén Minos, nam sat thw vién Eupalamus.

Xung quanh hé thong hanh lang mé cung bé tri muwdi mot phong, phia Pong
bon phong, phia Tay bdy phong. Nhw da néi, nhitng phong nay déu dugc dat theo
tén cac nhan vat trong than thoai Hy Lap. Ngoai trit phong Polycaste cua ba giup
viéc Kadomatsu, cac phong khac muon dén dai sanh déu phai di qua ‘mé cung’ &
trung tam. Vi thé, moi phong déu c6 budng vé sinh riéng la diéu duwong nhién.

Sau khi Ino néi xong, moi ngudi cam so do va xach hanh 1y roi khéi dai sanh
dé vé phong minh. Trong so6 ho cling c6 nguoi da tirng dén day may lan, song néu
khong c6 so do thi van rat dé bi lac duong.

Hién nhién, néu tit cd cung ra ngoai mdt lan thi hanh lang chat hep sé tac
nghén. Thé nén, Utayama va Keiko nan lai chd moi ngudi di hét roi mdi ra.

Hai vo chong vira roi dai sanh thi bat gap mot ngwdi dan 6ng con dirng ngoai
ctra chua di, d6 la Shimada Kiyoshi, tay dung dwa cai tti xach, ditng ngam birc
twgng dong & goc ré.

“Sao thé?” Utayama hoi.

“Khong sao. Day...” Shimada dung tay trai dang cam so do chi vao bic twgng,
“Pay la cong chua Ariadne trong than thoai Hy Lap a?”

“Chac thé.”

“Co6 18 chwa han... vi tay phdi...” Shimada dwa ngén tay khé cham vao tay
phai bic twgng, “Toi c6 cam giac ban tay nay dang nang mot vat gi do.”

“Nhung long ban tay lai chang c6 gi cd, anh khong thay la sao? T6i nghi & day
phai c6 cudn chi dé dwa cho Theseus méi ding chii?”

“A, ra thé. Ma cho ring day la da dwa cudn chi roi ciing c6 sao dau?”
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“U, néu 1a da dwa cudn chi roi...” Shimada dwa tay s& cdm, 1dm bam bing mot
giong gan nhu tiéc nudi. Pén khi Utayama va Keiko buéc di, Shimada md&i
khong nhin bi¢c tvgng nita, nhanh chan theo sau hai vg chong.

Tw ctta dai sanh ré trdi, roi ré phai, di tiép cho dén khi gap mot nga ba ma hai
bén trai phai déu dan dén ngd cut, tir d6 ho tiép tuc di thang vé hwdéng Bac. Hai
bén twdng ct cach mot doan lai gan mot cai dén, nhwng do anh sang rat yéu nén
khong gian van c6 phan am u. Nhin 1én cao sé thdy nhitng tam kinh dat chéch dé
lam ‘kim ty thap’ cling da hoa minh vao man dém.

Ca ba cir thé di thang cho dén khi gdp cho ré bén phai. Utayama va Keiko céan
ré vao day.

“A, anh chi di hwéng dé nhi? Phong anh Utayama la... Poseidon? Ong ta la thu
pham da khién con quéi thi Minotaur ra doi.” Shimada néi, “Phong t6i & tén la
Cocalus, di 1én phia trwéc roi ré trai 1a dwoc. A, anh Utayama c6 biét Cocalus 1a
nhan vat nhu thé nao khong?”

“P6 la tén cua quoc veong dao Sicily, nguoi da bao vé Daedalus khéi ban tay
cua Minos.”

“Ra vay...” Shimada cham chu nhin tdm so do dang cam, “Con kha nhiéu cai
tén ma toi van chwa biét 1a ai, toi sé tra cttu sau.”

Cach b6 tri phong c6 thé la do 6ng Miyagaki quyét dinh khi thiét ké cudc thi
sang tac, bdi vi cé vé nhu cac nha van déu & phia Tay va hdi dong cham thi thi &
phia Bong. No6i vay thi 1€ ra Shimada phai & cung mot phia v6i Utayama, nhung
chéc vi khong da phong nén méi dugc xép sang phia Tay.

Shimada di r6i, Keiko lang 1€ nam tay Utayama.

“Em sao vay?”

Keiko tra 16i v6i giong bét an, “Hé nghi dén viéc bac Miyagaki da tu sat trong
phong dy la em...”

Utayama thé dai, tam trang bong tré nén nang né.

Sy viéc dién bién theo chiéu hwéng khong ngo khién anh quén mat chuyén
buon.

Khu6n mat an lanh ctia bac Miyagaki...

“Anh nghi k¥ ma xem, em cdm thdy sy viéc nay rat khac thuwong.”

“Em thay sg a?”

“N6i sg cling khong phai.” Keiko dirng budc, nhin xung quanh, “Chang qua,
khi di trong céi hanh lang nay, em cit c6 cam giac nhu bat ct chd nao ciling an
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chita céi gi do, rat khé chiu. Nhitng chi€c mat na kia...”

Gan rai rac trén twong hanh lang la nhitng chiéc mat na mau trang.

Mat na nam ni¥, nguwoi gia, da thi... déi mat trang trén nhitng khuén mat khac
nhau ay ct nhw dang nhin vé phia ho - c6 thé la do anh sang yéu &t gy ra cam
giac sai léch. Co 1& chung c6 tac dung nhu coc tiéu danh dau dwong trong mé
cung, nhung phdi thita nhan rang day khong phai 1a nhitng vat trang tri vui mat
cho lam.

Hai nguoi bat dau di nhanh hon. Keiko vira di vira hoi, “Phong Dionysus cta
em la tén ai?”

“Tén cuda than rugu, sang ché ra reegu nho, ciing goi la Bacchus.”

“A, Bacchus thi em c6 nghe.”

“Em biét chuyén vé Minotaur r6i nhi?”

“Vang, dai khai.”

“Doan tiép theo la Theseus tiéu diét quai vat trong mé cung, roi dan Ariadne
tron khoi ddo Crete. Sau d6 Ariadne bi Theseus ruéng ray. Lic nay Dionysus
xuat hién va lay nang lam vg.”

“Phitc tap that.”

“Than thoai Nhat Ban ciing thé, mdi quan hé giita cadc nhan vat trong than thoai
thong thuwong déu rat phitc tap. Ma nhu thé nén méi du tén dé dat cho bao nhiéu
phong & day theo cac nhan vat lién quan dén mé cung Minos chit. Dgi 14t nita anh
nho anh Suzaki gidng gidi cho em, nhé?”

“Anh dy c6 dang tri thitc biét nhiéu hiéu rong nhung vé mdt c au sau thé nao
ay, em thay kho giao Iwu vGi nhitng ngwdi nhu vay lam.”

Utayama dwa Keiko vao phong tréc r6i méi vé phong minh. Cling may, hai
phong rat gan nhau nén du ho c6 & riéng ciling khong phdi lo lang nhiéu. Ping
nhw Ino noéi, chia khéa da cdm san & cira, con dinh thém mot cai thé nho nén den
v6i dong chit “POSEIDON” mau trang in dam.

Lic nay Shimada néi vi than bién nay la ‘tht pham da khién Minotaur ra doi’,
khong sai. Vi hoang hau Pasiphae ctia quoc vieong Minos si mé con bo trang ma
Poseidon tang, cudi cung sinh ra virong ti¢ di dang Minotaur.

Phong ngi ctia khach thiét ké theo kiéu chau Au, rong chitng 13m2. Cira
buong vé sinh nam & gbc trong cung bén phai, bén trai ké giwong, tredc mat la
mot cai ban, trén phan twong tir giwvdng dén ban cé treo mot tdm guong to.
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Utayama m@ tdi xach 1ay ra chiéc do len xé ngwc. Nhiét d6 khong thap, song
anh van thdy lanh.

Anh cdi do khoac dat 1én giwvong, xé tay vao ong tay ao len, va chgt nhin thay
madt minh trong gwong. Khuén mat ngam ngam den nhung van c6 nét tré trung,
xung quanh mat m¢ mo quang tham.

“Chac do qua mét méi.” Anh nghi bung.

Cong viéc ban ron, gan nhw uéng rwgu moi ngay... Tuy chwa dén noi suy
nhugc nhw 6ng Miyagaki, song ngam lai thi su6t mwoi may nam qua, anh chang
lam bat ct¢ viéc gi c6 ich cho co thé ca.

Cha...

Hinh anh nha van gia v6i do6i mat nham nghién lai hién ra tredc mat Utayama.

Bac Miyagaki, du sao thi bac ciing dau can phdi ra di v6i va nhu thé...

Dong suy nghi bat ngo ap dén khién long anh ndo né. Nhung, mot y nghi khac
han bong hién Ién trong dau anh.

Trong tinh huong dac biét nay, ho sé sang tac ra nhitng tac pham nhu thé nao
nhi?

La mot bién tap vién, anh dwong nhién cam thay kich dong va ddt nhiéu ky
vong vao cudc thi sap tdi. Pay la sy that. Sé 1a nhitng tdc pham ra sao? Va, trong
bon nha van nay ai sé la ngudi nhan duwgce khoan tién thwdng kéch xu?
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“...Chét tiét. Toi noi that day, chang ra sao ca.”

“Néi lam thé? Co kéu ca cling vo ich thoi.”

“Nhung né la van dé 16n doi vdi t6i.”

“Quen ngay thoi. Vi lai chang phai ban dau cau ciing thé sao.”

“Anh Kiyomura thi khoe r6i. Anh von sang tac rat nhanh ma.”

“Khong phai hé nhanh la t6t, ma chdm nhw anh Suzaki thi cling dé. Chac cau
khong dén noi nhu vay chi?”

“Cai do thi...”

La Kiyomura va Hayashi. C6 tiéng buédc chan cta hai ngwoi vong lai tir phia
bén kia birc twong hanh lang. Utayama va Keiko dirng lai & chd ngodt, nhin nhau.
“Nhung, 1o rang la néu c6 ban phim...”

“Thi cling chang phdi chuyén gi to tat. Néu ban vé toc do, t6i viét tay con
nhanh hon nhiéu.”

“Khong! Van dé khong phai toc do, ma la tam ly.”

“Thoéi nao... T6i khéng biét dau. Hién nay bén ngudi chiing ta la doi tha cta
nhau day nhé. Hay cau thi néi v4i anh Ino xem?”

Tiéng nobi va tiéng bwdc chan ctia ho moi lic mot gan hon.

“Cé6 chuyén gi thé?” Utayama hoi, anh budc 1én may budc, & chd ngodt, vira
lic bat gap hai nha van tir bén phai di dén.

“A, anh Utayama. Hayashi ay, cau ay lam diéu qu4, toan than phién vi chuyén
khong dau.”

“Sao vay Hayashi?”

“U... thuc t& 1a...” Hayashi cti dau, vo toc, “Mdy danh chit trong phong noé...”

“NO lam sa0?”

“N6 la may hiéu Bungo cua NEC, khac véi may van quen dung nén ciu ay
thay lung ting.” Kiyomura trd 16i hd Hayashi.

“Thé a?” Utayama gat dau, “Vay chac Hayashi thuwong dung Oasys?”

“Vang. Nan qua anh a. GO ban phim la thi...” Hayashi tiu nghiu, gai dau.
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Gan day may danh chit tiéfng Nhat da twong doi pho bién, hau hét cac nha san
xuat déu tung ra loai mdy c6 ban phim theo kiéu JIS* vira g6 duwgc chir Nhat vira
g0 dugce chir La Tinh, c6 thé thay doi gitta hai cach nhap tuy theo s& thich cta
ngwoi dung, rat tién lgi. May Bungo ma nha van Miyagaki dung trong hai, ba
nam nay thudc kiéu nay, nén chac 6ng da chuan bi loai y hét cho cac tng vién.

Riéng mday Oasys ctia Fujitsu san xuat thi la ngoai 16, n6 dung phuwong phéap
‘chuyén do6i ngoén céi’ dé nhap ky tw, c6 wu diém la giam b6t rat nhiéu phim trén
may, cling vi vady ma cach go tiéng Nhat cling khac han. Nén Hayashi than phién
vé chuyén ay la diéu dwong nhién.

“Thoi nao, khong sao dau.” Utayama danh an ti cau nha van tré dang nhan
nhé, “Nhé vi tri 50 am doc kho that, nhung dung ky ty La Tinh dé nhap tiéng
Nhat thi sé quen nhanh thoi.”

“Vang...” Hayashi van rau ri.

Utayama tham nghi, mdc du c6 thé hiéu dugc tam trang ctia Hayashi, song chi
vi chuyén cén con thé nay ma da thay ling tung thi ciing dé that ddy. Tiéu thuyét
trinh thdm ctia Hayashi dwgc danh gia rat cao vi 16i viét nghiém can, chin chu
nhung khuyét diém la thiéu sttc 16i cudén. Xem ra sach cling thé hién mot phan
tinh cach cua tac gia.

BOn ngudi cung di vé phia dai sdnh, dén noi thi thdy Suzaki va Samejima dang
ngoi trén sofa tro chuyén véi nhau, Funaoka va Shimada chwa dén, bita t6i thi da
san sang.

Trong thdy Ino dang ngo6i trén chiéc ghé nga lung ké canh ctra, Hayashi 1ap tic
phan nan vé chiéc may danh chit, nhwng anh thw ky lanh lung lac dau.

“Mong cau chiu khé dung tam, du sé c6 chit phién phirc v6i cau.”

“A phai, anh Ino.” Kiyomura chém qua vai Hayashi dang thé dai, néi, “Tam
bién gan ngoai ctra phong t6i bi roi dau mat roi.”

“Kiyomura...” Ino vita cam t& so do 1én xem vira néi. “La phong Theseus.
bung roi, tam bién phong nay bi 16ng 6c vit nén da thao ra tir nam ngodi. Diéu
nay cé gi bat tién doi vGi cau khong?”

“Khong. Chwa dén mitc do, chi la lic ndy... tdi budc dén ctra phong va khong
nhin thay bién nén hoi ngd ngg. May sao chia khéa cé dinh thé nén t6i méi nhan
ra dé la phong minh.”

“Cau 6 can t6i viét manh gidy dan 1én ctta khong?”
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“Khong can. Ra vao vai lan ciing nhé thoi. Nhung civa phong cua vi anh hing
da tiéu diét quai vat ma cit dé ‘vo danh’ thi c6 phan thiéu ton trong nhi.”

“Cau Ino a, toéi mudn hoi...” Pén lwgt Utayama, “Cau da noi o tat ca véi ba
giup viéc Kadomatsu chwa?”

“Van dé nay...” Ino nhin vé phia gian bép, “T6i da bao ba ay c & day dén
ngay tht sdu dé ndu com cho ching ta. Con vé chuyén 6ng Miyagaki, tdi nghi
tam thoi dirng cho ba biét thi hon.”

“Chang I¢é ba ay lai khong nghi ngo gi khi bac Miyagaki cit khong ra dai sanh
dung bita?”

“To6i da ndi la 6ng dang bi 6m, phdi nam nghi trong phong, toi sé tryc tiép
bung com vao cho 6ng ay.”

“A, thé thi dwgc. Néu vy, khi ba 4y c6 mdt, chiing ta nén néi ning can than
mot cht.”

“Khong can thiét phai thé.”

bung vao luc nay thi ba Kadomatsu mé ctta bép, bung cac mén an vao dai
sanh.

Ino ha thap giong, “Ba ay hoi nghénh ngang va khéng hay dé y dén ching ta
dau. Nam ngay hoi dai that, nhuwng néu dan ba ay c ng6i trong bép ma xem ti vi
thi ba cling sé chang phan nan gi ca. Tinh ba Kadomatsu tri'6c nay van thé.”

“Tréng ngon qua.” Kiyomura budc dén canh ban, “Tuy ndi thé nay khéng thich
hgp lam nhung t6i doi bung qua, da 8 gid r6i ma sao Funaoka va anh Shimada
van chwa dén?”

No6i doan Kiyomura nhtin nhtin vai, dong tac nay hgp véi anh ta dén la.

“A, day, cai nay.” Kiyomura dwa tay nhon mot thit gi do trén ban roi dwa cho
Utayama xem. La hinh xép gidy mau den ctia Shimada.

“Anh Utayama nhin thdy bao gi& chwa? Hinh nhw n6 ¢6 in trong mot cudn sach
nao dé, song hom nay mdi la lan dau tién t6i thay do that. Pep qua!”

“A...” Utayama buéc dén nhin k¥, “La mot 4c ma a?”

“Co du tai, canh, miéng, chan véi ban tay nam ngén luén nay. Chi gap tit mét
to gidy, khong can cat tia gi hét.”

“That tai tinh.”

“Rat c6 phong cach cua ngudi dam mé trinh tham ddy. Co diéu...” Kiyomura
dat 4c ma gidy lén long ban tay, liéc nhin Utayama, “Anh ay quen thay nhu thé
nao, anh c6 nghe ndi khong?”
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“Khong. Toi khong biét chi tiét cu thé.”
“Thé thi l1at nita phdi hoi anh &y méi duoc, vi do tin cdy cua ‘gidm khao’ la van
dé ma tat ca chung t6i déu quan tam.”
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“Trai ngwgc vaGi tinh hinh hém nay.” Shimada vira thém sita vao coc ca phé,
vira trd 10i cau hoi ctia Utayama, “HOm dy xe ctia 6ng Miyagaki bi truc trac
gitta dwong, con t6i ngau nhién di ngang qua d6.”

“Thé a?” Sau bita an, Utayama lay thudc 14, vira ngd nguwdi ra sofa vira hit mét
hoi.

“That sy chi la ngau nhién?”

“Pung. Luc ay toi dang trén dwong dén xem Mé L6 Quan ra sao. Dip dé la
thang Chap nam ngoadi, t6i sg tuyét lam nghén dwong nén da chon tuyén duwong y
nhv lan nay, tic la xudt phat t* Miyazu va di duwong quéc 10 178. Doc duwong
ngau nhién gap chiéc Mercedes-Benz dang truc trac cia 6ng Miyagaki, tat nhién
khong phéi & dia diém hai ta gap nhau hém nay. Bay gid n6i méi nhé, c6 1€ luc
dé ong ay vira tir bénh vién Miyazu ve.”

Shimada nhdp mot ngum ca phé r6i noi tiép, “Xe bi thing 16p, mot minh thay
16p thi sé rat vat va, tinh t6i lai hay lo chuyén bao déng nén xan tay xéng vao
giup. Thoat dau t6i ciing khong biét 6ng ay la Miyagaki Yotaro, lat sau t6i méi
nhan ra 6ng ay rat giong véi tam anh chup tac gia trong sach, va thé la lam quen
vOi nhau. T6i chi gitp 6ng mot viéc nho nhung 6ng ct ludén miéng cam on, con
moi toi dén nha an com. Nén t6i da vui vé nhan 10i dén lam khach, tham chi i
lgm ngu lai day mot dem.”

“Cha, ding la ngau nhién.” Kiyomura kham phuc néi, “Voén khong dé gi ldy
long dwgc nguwdi kho tinh nhw thady dau. Anh Shimada tai that ddy.”

“Vay a.” Shimada nguwgng nghiu néi, “éng ay c6 vé rat hitng thi vdi nhitng cau
chuyén cta t6i.”

“Chac vi lién quan dén 6ng Nakamura Seiji?” Utayama hoi.

“Pung thé. T6i nghi, vi toi da nhac dén Nakamura Seiji nén mai khién 6ng ay
chay.”

“Anh c6 thé ké cho ching t6i nhitng chuyén d6 dwoc khong?”

“Pugc. Chang c6 gi phai gidu giém cd.” Shimada khit mdii.

https://thuviensach.vn



“T6i chwa tirng nghe néi vé Nakamura Seiji. Ong ay 1a ai?” Kiyomura ban
khoan.

“La nguoi thiét ké khu nha nay.” Suzaki khé dap. Anh ti hai tay 1én ban, vira
chong cam vira cham chd nhin Shimada qua cdp kinh can gong vuéng day cop.
Co6 vé anh ciling rat hitng thu véi cai tén ‘Nakamura Seiji’.

“Co ai biét vé Lam Oc, Thap Giac Quén, Thuy Xa Quan khong?” Shimada hai,
“Péu 1a nhitng cong trinh kién tric do 6ng Nakamura thiét ké. Ong dy da mat
trong vu 4n mang xay ra cach ddy khoang mot nim rudi tai Lam Oc, noi 6ng dy
song, 6 Kyushu.”

“T6i nhd ra r6i.” Funaoka dang bung c6c nuwdc dwa 1én miéng bong dirng lai,
néi to, “Pd la mot vu giét nguwdi xdy ra trén mot hon dao thudce tinh Oita. chirng
nita nam sau, ¢ Thap Giac Quan ciing trén hon ddo ay...”

“Pung r6i. Lai sau do nita, Thiy Xa Quan ¢ mét vung nui thuoc tinh Okayama
cling tr¢ thanh hién treong giét chéc.” Shimada lai khit miii, “Thyc té 1a, hinh
nhw c6 duyén ng gi thi phai nén t6i dinh dang dén ca ba vu. Nhat 1a trong su kién
Thiay Xa Quan xdy ra vao cu6i mua thu nam ngoadi, téi va mot s6 ngwoi cung
canh ngo da bi giam & d6 mot dém... Ty khoe khoang thyc dang ho then, nhung
keé ra thi t0i cling da gop chut sitc luwc dé giai quyét vu viéc ay.”

“Anh giéi that.” Kiyomura vo tay, néi vui, “Lan dau tién t6i dwgc gap mot
tham t that sw.”

“Ong Miyagaki cfing n6i thé.”

“Chac thay da rat vui vi gap dwgc anh Shimada. Xem ra anh la trg tha dac luc
cho nguoi anh trai lam viéc & S& Canh sat nhi. Vay lan nay cé phdi anh nhan
nhiém vu bi mat dén Mé L6 Quan, nham ngan chan kha nang an mang twong tu
sé xay ra trong nhitng toa nha ma 6ng Nakamura Seiji thiét ké khong?

“Pau c6.” Shimada gwong cuwdi, “Anh téi chang lién quan gi dén t6i ca, day la
hanh d6ng cua ca nhan t6i théi. Chi la khong biét vi sao t6i cit ngau nhién gap cac
chuyén do6... Sau s kién Thiy Xa Quan nam ngodi, khi biét tin Mé L. Quan cua
nha van Miyagaki noi tiéng cling do 6ng Nakamura Seiji thiét ké thi t6i dirng
ng6i khong yén va nhat dinh mudn tan mat nhin thdy né mot lan. Ly do chu yéu
la vi t6i bam sinh rat thich tim hiéu nhitng diéu thu vi.”

“Thi ra la thé.” Utayama gat dau, dong thoi twdng twong ra khudén mat hdo hitc
nhuv tré con ctia nha van Miyagaki khi nghe Shimada ké vé nhitng cau chuyén anh
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kham pha ra. Va chac chan 6ng ciling tan thuwdng kha nang gap gidy nhu do thuat
ctia Shimada nira.

“A, anh Shimada nhd ngudi ta trong hd xe nhitng nim ngay c6 sao khong?”
Utayama chgt nhé ra chuyén do.

“Khong sao. Vira nady t6i goi dién cho nha khach, tién thé bia ly do dé nho ho
trong nom ho roi.” Shimada néi, xong lai khit mii.

“Anh bi cdm a?”

“C6 1€ thé. Xui that.”

“Nho chi Keiko xem ho duwgc khong?” Kiyomura noi.

Shimada hoi ngac nhién nhin Utayama va Keiko, “Chi la y ta hay...”

“La bac si, chi Keiko nhi.” Kiyomura nai.

Shimada cang ngac nhién, “That a?”

“T6i tot nghiép nganh Y, roi lam & khoa Tai Miii Hong ctia bénh vién mét thoi
gian. Sau khi 13p gia dinh thi t6i xin nghi viéc.” Gigng Keiko hoi ngugng nghiu.

“0. Mot tri thic cdp cao c6 ban linh.”

“Nghe giong thi c6 vé anh ghét nhitng nguoi nhuw vay nhi.”

“Khong. Khong, hoan toan khong. Vira r6i cach néi cua t6i c6 hai bat lich su,
xin 10i chi.”

Nhin bo dang gai dau béi r6i ciia Shimada, Keiko bat cuoi.

Cach day nam nam. khi gap Utayama. Keiko dang rat buén phién. Co6 hoc tap
xudt sdc nén thi do vao khoa Y cua Pai hoc Québc gia, mo wdc trd thanh mot bac
si. Nhung ra lam viéc ro6i c6 mdi nhan ra minh khé vugt qua ctra ai ap lyc trong
moi quan hé gitta thay thuéc va bénh nhan, va bat dau tinh dén chuyén tir bo.

Sau khi két hon, Keiko da xin thoi viéc, Utayama cling khong phan d6i. Moi
ngwoi xung quanh déu lay lam tiéc cho c6, song vé sau thay c6 song vui vé hon,
vay la ho nghi thé nay cling t6t.

“Théi...” Suzaki ditng 1én ndi, “Toi di nghi day.”

D4 9 gid rudi t6i roi.

“V06i vé sGm dé viét a?” Kiyomura nhin vai, néi khay. “Dém nay nén thirc tic
trvc bén thay Miyagaki. Ching ta uong chit regu va héi twéng cd nhan. Bugc
khong?”

Suzaki phét 10 161 chdm choc cia Kiyomura, rdo budc ra khéi dai sanh. Chang
mady chdc, anh da bién mat trong hanh lang.
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Kiyomura nén con ngap, noi, “Cha cha, qua ding la v&i moén tién hang ty yén,
ai cling sé trd nén dién cuong.”
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Lic nay da hon 10 gio toi.

“T6i cling phai di nga day.” Thw ky Ino néi, “Pay la danh sach cac thit can
mua dung khong? Vay, hen gdp lai cac anh chi vao 10 gio sang mai.”

Bén chiéc ban da dugc don dep sach sé ngay sau bita an, Kiyomura thic giuc
ba gitip viéc dem cdc va da ra, con anh thi mé ta chon rugu.

“Anh Utayama dirng uong nhiéu kéo say, 1& ma anh lac dwong trong mé cung
thi em ciing khong biét 1am sao dé tim dau ddy.” Keiko dan do.

Utayama chang biét nén néi gi, chi xoa xat hai ban tay.

“Chi dy n6i ding day.” Funaoka néi dua, “T6i khong mudn nhin thdy anh
Utayama bién thanh con sau buém dau.”

“Sau buém? La sao?” Shimada nghi hodc, hoi.

Funaoka mdp mdy doi mo6i hong, “Anh Utayama udng say sé bién thanh sau
buém, tic 1a 1an kénh ra bat cit cho nao, r6i kéu Ién may cau kiéu nhw “T6i la sau
buwdém’ hoac “T6i sé trd vé thoi dai nguyén thay’...”

“Hay nhi!”

“Trong nha cta thay Miyagaki & Seijo con c6 mdt cay gdy chuyén dung dé
khong ché anh Utayama khi say rugu.”

“Anh Utayama that phi thwong. T6i cling dang muon nhin thay con sau buém
do6 day.” Shimada cwoi vui vé. T ndy dén gio anh van dang ngoi gap gidy. Thoat
dau kh6 ma nhan dugce n6 1a hinh gi, nhwng bay gio n6é da dan dan hién ra hinh
déng cta mot con than lan bay dang dang canh.

“Bon ho noéi qua 1én day, anh ché twdng that. Toi tudi da bon chuc, luén biét
kiém soat minh khi uéng rugu.” Utayama phan bac.

“Anh no6i roi thi dirng quén nhé.” Keiko tim tim, ghé tai Utayama khé ndi,
“Con ching ta dang nghe day.”

bén hon 11 gio dém, Funaoka ditng day.
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“Chwa gi da vé roi?” Kiyomura dat tay l1én vai Funaoka, ghim c6 xudng, mat
dé phirng phirng vi rugu.

“T6i chang c6 thdi gian nhan nha nhw anh.” Funaoka gat tay Kiyomura ra, anh
mat lanh nhw bang. C6 1é ttru lwgng ctia c6 cling kha, da uéng may ly réi ma sac
madt van binh thuong.

“Em lanh lung thé. Diu dang mot chit c6 phai hon khong?”

“Khong c6 ctra dau.”

“Lat nita anh sang phong em nhé?”

“Pirng c6 gidn.” Funaoka xang giong roi bat day, “Anh dén thir xem, coi
chirng t6i dung coi bao dong chuyén dung chéng yéu rau xanh* cho anh biét tay
day.”

“O kia, & day ma phai chuan bi ca cai thit lam cut hitng dé a?”

“Thtra con hon thiéu. Thoi, tam biét cac anh chi nhé.” Nhin vé mat do dan cua
Kiyomura khi doi theo béng Funaoka di ra khoi dai sanh, Utayama hoi twéng lai
nhiéu chuyén ct.

Cho dén mua hé nam ngoai, Kiyomura va Funaoka van con la vg chong. Ho
quen nhau tai nha 6ng Miyagaki ¢ Seijo. Nam nam trudc, Funaoka dugc tap chi
Ky Tudng trao gidi ‘nha van mdi’, ding mot nam sau Kiyomura cting nhan dugc
gidi thuwdng ay. Ban dau Funaoka da bi thu hut bai tai an néi va vé ngoai dep trai
cta Kiyomura. Ho nhanh chéng dén véi nhau r6i két hon nhw dy doan cta nhitng
nguwoi xung quanh, song chwa day hai nam, cudc hon nhan 4y da do va.

Vé nguyén nhan ly hén, khong biét 1a tai Kiyomura dap diu gai ga bén ngoai,
hay béi Funaoka ngoai tinh? Tuy nhién, du vi gi di nita thi bén chu dong muoén ly
hoén cling 1a Funaoka. Ho khong tranh chédp gi vé tién boi thudng hay phan chia
tai san... chang qua, anh c6 nghe néi Kiyomura khong mu6n ly hon.

Nhin chuyén vira dién ra treeéc mat, Utayama tham nghi, Kiyomura ding la
van con lwu luyén Funaoka. Va anh chgt phat hién, da l1au lam r6i anh méi thay
hai ngwdi &y cham mat nhau.

“Thé thi...” Kiyomura hoi cut hitng treéc sy lanh dam cua vg cii nhung r6i
anh lai 1ap tirc vui vé néi, “Hayashi nay, hay ching ta cung sang phong giai tri
choi bi a?”

“Bay gio a?” Hayashi khong qua mdn ma, “Van dé la t6i cling sap vé phong
16i.”

“Ay...”
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“Toi phai lam quen v@i cai ban phim do.”

“Pugc r6i, tuy cau.” Kiyomura tiu nghiu, nhin vai.

Thay thé, Samejima noéi, “Kiyomura, cdu c6 vé nhan roi nhi? Cho du ciu s@
trwong viét nhanh, nhung sang tac ngay 100 trang tir con s6 khong ciling dau phai
viéc don gian?”

Kiyomura mim cudi, “Giam khao canh céo thi sinh ddy a?”

“Khong phai canh cao. Ma t6i cling khong cé y do.”

“T6i xin chan thanh tiép thu. Khong sai, nhing mau choét la t6i van chwa c6 y
twong nao ca. Thé thi c6 ngoi ngay tredc may tdi cling khong viét néi mot dong.
Anh Shimada choi véi toi mot van khong?”

“Toi khong biét choi bi a.”

“Tiéc that.” Kiyomura uéng not nita coc rugu con lai roi loang choang ditng
day, “Vay la t6i choi mét minh a? Phai chi vong hon thay Miyagaki xuat hién lam
doi tha cua to6i thi tot qua.”
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Kiyomura di sang phong giai tri, sau d6 Hayashi cling vé phong. Liic nay
Shimada mé&i cham rai néi, “Co khi dén han chét bon ho méi viét xong cling
nén. Rt cudc thi phdi dung tiéu chuan thé nao dé danh gia tdc pham nhi?
T6i chang c6 chut kinh nghiém nao c4, té that day. Két qua danh gia thi lién
quan dén hang ty yén...”

“Pung la trdch nhiém rat nang né, nhung anh khong can phdi qua lo nghi vé
viéc tién thuwdng thudc vé ai.” Samejima tra 15i.

Nha phé binh van hoc nay cling cé titu lwgng rat kha, uébng dén gio nay ma
giong ndi va sac mat van nhw binh thwong, chi la rugu vao réi cling hay hit thuoe
la nhw ai. T ndy dén gio, Samejima van man mé bao thudc ddt trén ban song
khong rit ra hit, chac vi e ngai ¢ day c6 mot phu nit dang mang bau.

“Anh Shimada a, viéc danh gia tdc pham thudng thé hién thai do ctia ca nhan,
cho nén ching ta ciing khong phai e dé lap treong cia nguwoi khac, chi can tong
hop y kién r6i dua ra két luan la dwgc. Vi du, c6 nhiéu ngudi cho rang mot truyén
trinh tham dac sac thi phai dat ba diéu kién: m& dau ky la khong twéng, phan than
kich thich bat ngo va két cuc nam ngoai du doan. Song, trén thuc té, van c6 ngoai
1é. Buwong nhién, bon nha van kia déu biét ro, @ mot mirc do nao d6 van c6 nhirng
tiéu chuan khach quan.”

“Né6i ding lam. Téi da doc khong it tdc pham ctia bén nguwdi nay, ai cling cé
nét ddc sac riéng, nhung so v4i 6ng Miyagaki thi van con mét s6 bat cap.”

“D6 la diéu ma thay Miyagaki chia yén tam. Ma do6i véi anh Utayama, vi du
tiéu biéu nhat 1a ‘nhitng tinh tiét duw thtra’ phai khong?”

“Pung thé.” Utayama gat dau that manh, “Cé 1é mdt bién tap vién khong nén
gitr thai do nay, nhung ndi thang ra la td6i khong quan tdm dén mdy thit nhw tinh
hoan chinh cia tdc pham hodc sach c6 ban chay khong. Toi rat ghét cach phé
binh kiéu soi xét quy ké c6 thyc hién dwge khong, miéu ta cach diéu tra cua canh
sat c6 giong nhu thuc té khong. To6i chi quan tam dén chuyén ‘nhitng tinh tiét dw
thtra’ ay c6 tao duwgc sy dong cdm & doc gia hay khong. Xét tit goc do nay, toi
thay tinh hinh tiéu thuyét trinh tham Nhat Ban hién nay rat am dam...”
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Utayama nhan ra minh da ngdm hoi men khi anh cang néi cang nhanh, tan suat
nhap rwgu ciling tang cao.

Thure ra, chinh Utayama ciling khong r6é dinh nghia chinh xac cta ‘tinh tiét dw
thtra’ 1a gi, c6 diéu xét trén phuwong dién ay thi anh cho rang trong bon nha van
nay, Suzaki c6 nhiéu hy vong dugc giadi hon ca. Tat nhién, vdi diéu kién 1a trong
nam ngay & day, anh ta phai viét dua 100 trang. Suzaki n6i tiéng la viét cham, nén
van c6 kha nang anh sé khong thé hoan thanh ban thao ding han. Ma ba ngudi
con lai thi, rat khé doan trwdc dwgce rang dudi sy thoi thic trong tinh huéng khac
thwong hién nay, ho sé viét ra tac pham nhu thé nao. Biét dau sé cho ra nhitng tac
pham dac sac khéng ngo thi sao?

“Anh Shimada thich thé loai trinh tham gi?” Samejima hai.

Shimada khut khit mii, “To6i khong kho tinh kén chon nén tor mo tip suy luan
kiéu c6 dién cho dén loai tiéu thuyét day kich thich nhw Trinh tham denx, t6i déu
thay hay cad. Néu hoi t6i thich thé loai nao nhat thi t6i nghi minh la fan cua tiéu
thuyét trinh thdm truyén thong.”

“Trong cac nha van trinh tham truyén thong, anh thich ai nhat?”

“Toi nghi la Carr. T6i cling thich Ellery Queen va Agatha Christie, gan day con
c6 ca Colin Dexter va P.D. James nita, nhwng t6i van thich Carr nhat. Trinh tham
c6 dién luén dem lai cho t6i cdm giac tuyét voi khé bé cudng noi.”

“Khong c6 nha van Nhat Ban nao sao?”

“T6i la fan cua 6ng Miyagaki.”

“Thé a?”

“Samejima la tin do cia Ellery Queen thi phai?”

“Tin do’? Noi thé thi khoa trwong qua.” Samejima ngirng lai, lic nay khong
kim dwgc nita, cam diéu thuoc dwa lén miéng va nhin Keiko, “Cho phép toi hut
mot diéu nhé?”

Keiko mim cuwoi, “Khong can giit ké qud, phong nay rat rong ma.”

“Cam on.” Samejima cham lita, r6i ngodnh nhin Shimada, “Ho6i tré doc Queen,
t6i khong thé ditt khoi nhitng chudi logic v6 cung chdt ché cia nha van nay. Tuy
nhién, cling c6 thé noi la vi da tim moi cach dé theo dudi logic mét cach triét de,
nén cac tac pham thoi ky dau cia Queen da bi cac nha phé binh cho 1a ‘lau dai
trén bai cat’.”

“Véi tu cach doc gia, thi t6i coi trong yéu to bat ngo hon la logic. N6i thé co6
hoi thiéu cong bang, nhung néu két cuc nghich chuyén ngoan muc va cuc ky bat
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ngo thi t6i van thdy mé.”

“Vay c6 1é anh thich cac truyén ngan ctia Funaoka?”

“Vang. N6i vé tinh logic tinh vi chat ché, thi chac nha phé binh Samejima thich
phong cach cua Horinouchi... a, Hayashi?”

Shimada budt miéng ndi ra but danh cia Hayashi r6i chita lai ngay. Anh da
nghe néi dén quy wdc, trong khu nha ctia 6ng Miyagaki thi moi nguoi khong
xung ho bang but danh, ké ca chd nhan. Cho nén khach khita cua 6ng truedc nay
déu thuan theo dé to6 long ton kinh nha van lao thanh nay.

C thé, ‘hoi dong cham thi’ tiép tuc ban luan vé tiéu thuyét trinh thdm cho dén
12 gid dém. Utayama dwa Keiko vé phong r6i quay lai dai sanh. Trén quang
dwong vé dai sanh, anh da lac 16i dén may lan.

Pém hém khuya khoat, mot minh di trong mé cung mao t6i. ..

Nhitng mat na bang thach cao trén twong hanh lang ct* nhin Utayama cham
cham bang cdp mat trang da khién anh s&n gai 6c. Thé la anh buwdc nhanh hon, du
van hoi liéu xiéu vi men rwgu. Doc dwong, anh dirng lai mdy lan, dinh néi vdéi
‘bon mat na’ diéu gi d6 nhwng roi ky e cta anh lai 1ap tirc nhat nhoa.

Vé dén dai sanh ding ldc Shimada dang ngo6i gap gidy cho Samejima xem,
Utayama lai m& mot chai whisky tu wng wc. Mat van do, vira uéng, anh vira
khong ng6t ca ngoi tdc pham ctia 6ng Miyagaki tuyét voi ra sao, rang ong da dé
lai s6 lwgng tac pham nhiéu dén thé nao.

Pém vé khuya... Lan cudi cung Utayama nhin dong ho thi da hon 1 gio sang.

Utayama ngu ludn & sofa trong dai sanh. Anh mo thdy minh ¢t mai lang thang
trong mot mé cung chwa nhin thay bao gio.
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chwong 4

TAC PHAM THU NHAT
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Anh ning lot qua 16p kinh day c6 dinh bang nhitng khung thép dan xen nhau
trén tran nha, hat xuéng dwdi va xua tan man dém. Canh twgng ngay dém
tuan hoan luan phién nhu thé da co tw thoi vién co va kéo dai cho dén hom
nay.

Troi sang va noi day da thoat khoi mong vuot cua I yéu ma quy quai hoanh
hanh Idc canh khuya, song van c6 mot nguwdi vinh vién & lai trong béng t6i va
khong thé quay vé dugc nita.

Trong mot can phong hinh vuong ¢ sau bén trong Mé Lo Quan - khu nha 6m
tron ca mot mé cung, hinh anh twgng treng cho sy luan héi tir ngan xwa dén
nay...

Co6 mot nguwoi dang ndm ngtta trén tdm tham 16ng mau trang nga, t& chi cing
ngac, hai ban tay xoe ra, mudi ngon tay lanh budt... Nhuwng bay gio ngwdi do chi
con la mot thé xac trong rong, linh hon thi da roi vao man dém hon don, mit mo.

Chét thé nay von da mang lai cam giac khac thudong, cai xac con lai c6 thém
mot dac diém ky quéi nita: né dwgc trang tri rat la lung, trong vira tan nhan lai
vtra khoi hai nhuw tro dua ctia mot dita tré con,

O c6 c6 mot vét thuong toac ra nhr mém rén ha héc, dau ngoeo sang bén nhw
bong hoa ctic bi giy. Xéac chét bong bénh trong bién mau dé sdm. O vi tri von 1a
cta cai dau thi lai dat mot thi ky di.

D6 chinh 1a cai dau bo t6i qua van treo trén twong, twgng trung cho con quai
vat c0 tén trung vGi can phong trong mé cung nay.
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“Anh Utayama, anh Utayama. D3y di. Anh Utayama...” Utayama cam thay
vai minh bi lay manh. Anh khé nhoc m& mat ra, 160 mo nhin thdy Samejima
dang ha miéng.

“... Anh Utayama!”

“A... Chao budi sang.”

Anh dinh ditng day nhung thay cad nguwoi chao ddo, nhitng con dau gian giat lan
tir dinh dau xudng dén tai. “T6i uéng qua chén. Pay... la dai sanh a?”

Xem ra toi qua anh da nga quén trén sofa, hé qua la ao len tudt khuy, quan thi
nhau nat.

“C6 chuyén gi vay, Samejima?”

“Xay ra chuyén 16n roi. Anh day r6i thi di véi t6i.”

Co6 vé xday ra ‘chuyén 16n’ that roi, vi anh thdy Samejima mat mdii tai nhot, d6i
mat dong day sg hai.

“La chuyén gi thé?” Utayama ngoi ddy. Lai cam thay dau 6c quay cudng, anh
voi bam 14y sofa dé giir thang bang. “Anh khong sao chit?”

“U, khong sao. T6i quen roi. R6t cudc 1a chuyén gi xay ra vay?”

Samejima cau may dap, “Anh Suzaki chét & phong khach r6i.”

“Anh Suzaki... had?” Utayama ng® minh nghe nham. Pay la hién thyc sao?
Hay anh van con dang trong mét con ac mong nao day? “Néu la chét, thi chét
nhu thé nao...”

“Cai do...” Samejima ling tung, “Sy that la... du nhin nhan kiéu gi... thi van
la bi giét.”

“Bi giét?”

Anh Suzaki bi giét roi u?

Vé mat Samejima cho thay ro rang khéng phéi dang néi dua. Pau 6c Utayama
bong dung tinh tdo han, song con bu6én noén va chéng mat 1ap tic ap tdi.

Anh Suzaki bi giét roi...

Samejima giuc Utayama theo sau roi ra khéi dai sanh, chay vao hanh lang.
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Pém da bién thanh ngay, nhitng tia nang xuyén qua tdm kinh mau chuyén
thanh lam nhat soi roi khu vircc mé cung khién né khéng dang sg nita. Anh mat
troi ban trira chiéu sang ca hanh lang, nhung dau dé van con nhitng goéc khuat
dang chim trong béng toi.

Samejima chay rat nhanh, trén nguwdi chi khoac mot chiéc 40 méng bén ngoai
bd d6 ngu. Utayama loang choang dudi theo sau nha phé binh.

Khi ca hai dén trwdc cira can phong & phia Bac Mé Lo Quan thi thdy Kiyomura
mac 4o pyjama dang twa Iwng vao canh ctra tim sam ¢ nhw mudn chan khong
cho bat ct thit gi ¢ trong chay ra. Anh thd phao khi nhin thay hai nguwdi chay dén.

“Anh Shimada goi t6i day r6i bao t6i dén day. Anh ta...”

“Ba Kadomatsu dau roi? Luc ndy ba ay & day ma.” Nghe cau héi cua
Samejima, Kiyomura hoi cti dau, “Luc t6i dén thi ba ay dang ngbi xém & trwdc
ctra, mat tai dai. Chac lic nay da quay vé phong nghi ngoi r6i.”

“Vay con anh Shimada?”

“Pi goi Funaoka va Hayashi roi.”

Pung luc nay, c6 tiéng budc chan don dap, khudy dong ca bau khong khi nang
né va gia lanh. Shimada va Hayashi cling da dén. Shimada mac bo thé thao mau
den, Hayashi mdc pyjama nhw Kiyomura. Dwdng nhw moi nguwoi déu bi goi day
khi dang ngu.

“Keiko dau?” Utayama bong hoi.

“Luc ndy toi c6 dén phong c6 dy.” Samejima tra 161, “Nhung t6i nghi phu nit
mang thai nhin mdy canh nay thi khong dwgc hay cho lam, nén da bao co ay c
thay quan ao roi sang dai sanh ng6i cho.”

“Thé a? Cam on.”

“Chung ta mau vao phong xem sao.” Shimada néi, ro6i budc dén trude cira.

“Anh Suzaki dang ¢ trong do that a?”

“Puing.” Kiyomura vira tra 10i vira dat tay 1én mi mat, cham cham lac dau, “Ai
nhut nhat thi dirng vao nhin lam gi.”

“Xin 16i.” Shimada noéi. Anh kéo Kiyomura dang ditng chan ctta dich sang mot
bén, nam ldy nam dam.

“Chia khoa ctta nay dau?”

“Khi ba Kadomatsu goi toi dén thi ctta nay khong khéa.” Samejima tra 10i.

“Pugc.” Shimada gat dau, xoay num roi tr tit day ctra ra. Lic nay...

“Aa...”
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Khong chi mot minh Shimada, ca Utayama va Hayashi ditng sau ghé nhin vao
phong ciing khong kim dwgc ma thot 1én.

Can phong hinh vuéng, twong mau nau dé gian di, san trdi tham 16ng mau
trang nga. Pay chinh la phong khach Minotaur, noi Utayama gdp 6ng Miyagaki
lan cudi cach day ba thang.

Pitng & ctra nhin sang bén trai, & mot mé cua bo sofa kiéu co6 ké chinh giira
phong, la thi thé nha van Suzaki.

Anh mic nhu t6i qua liic rdi dai sanh: quan Au den va 4o len nau nhat. Thi thé
gdy com yéu 6t nam ngtra, bat dong. Mau dé sam loang ra trén tham la minh
chitng nghiét nga cho cai chét cta anh.

Nhung, so vGi sac mau bénh hoan kia, diéu that sy khién nhitng ngudi c6 mat
0 day phai rung minh kinh sg¢ la hinh dang ky quai cua cai xac.

Co da dut, khong, néi chinh xac hon la cai dau gan nhuw bi rit ra khoi co.

Vét cét trén ¢6 rat sau, nhin nhw mét cai miéng rong. Hon nita, cai miéng ay
dang cang ltic cang ngoac to hon. Cai dau khong con & vi tri von c6 ma ngodt han
sang bén.

Cang quai di hon la dau thi thé da bi ‘nhac ra’, thay vao d6 la cai dau bo den si
cO hai strng.

“Qi chao...”

“Kinh khing qua.”

Shimada, Utayama va Hayashi déu nhin sang cho khac. Kiyomura va
Samejima ditng ngoai ctra nhin vao, cham cham lac dau.

“R0 rang la bi sat hai.” Shimada néi véi giong run run, “Co diéu... tai sao lai
phai lam nhw thé nay.”

Noi xong, anh dgm buwdc vao phong thi Utayama can lai, “Khoan da, anh
Shimada. Pirng vao thi hon, treéc hét chiing ta phai bao canh sat.”

“Puwong nhién. T6i biét ma.” Du néi vay, Shimada van buwdc 1én mot budec,
quan sat can phong, “Cai dau bo kia von dat & trong nay a?”

“Treo trén bitc twong phia trudc, dé trang tri. Thoi nao, ta nén bao canh sat di.”

“Cho da.” Kiyomura néi to, “Bao canh sat a? Hay dgi may ngay nita di. Chang
1& cac anh chi dinh lam trai di chic cia thay Miyagaki?”

“Sao...” Utayama kinh ngac nhin Kiyomura, “Pay dau phai lic dé néi nhitng
diéu ay.”
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“Tinh huéng khan cép, t6i hiéu. Nhung néu bao canh sat, cudc thi gianh ‘phan
thwdng’ tai san hang ty yén dwong nhién sé chdm ditt. Anh ciing nén dat minh
vao lap truong cua chung toi ma suy nghi chit.”

“Chuyén nay...”

Vé mat cia Kiyomura rat nghiém tic, anh mat sac nhon nhin thang vao
Utayama dang ngd ra, roi quay sang Hayashi ditng bén canh.

“Hayashi, cau nghi sao?”

“Khong... Chang qua...” Hayashi lap bap, khong thé tra 10i dwgc mot cau
hoan chinh, r6i cii gam mat xudng dat.

“Lic nao roi ma cac cau con noi vay...” Utayama c6 nén cam giac nén nao,
“Pa c6 mot nguwoi bi giét day. Thé ma...”

“Chung ta gap chuyén gi rac roi a?” Funaoka dén. C6 cam theo so do mat bang
ctia khu nha, vira dui cdp mat con ngai nga vira nghiéng dau nhin nam ngudoi
dang dirng & ctra, “Nghe ndi da xdy ra chuyén 16n, la gi vay?”

Funaoka dang mac mot bo vay lién do in hoa van sdc s&, xem ra, sau khi bi
Shimada goi day, c6 da thay trang phuc r6i méi chay sang.

“T6i cling mudn nghe y kién ctia Funaoka.” nita Kiyomura néi, “Em nghi sao?
Chuyén la...”

“Lai c0 ai do bay tro dua bon trong phong nay a?” Funaoka phdt 16 Kiyomura,
budc dén bén canh Shimada dang dirng noi ctra, ghé mat nhin, réi co thét 1én kinh
hoang.

“Funaoka.”

Funaoka nga vé phia sau, Utayama lap titc d& lay co, “Khéng sao chit? Tinh lai
di.”

“Kho tranh khoi...” Samejima vira giip Utayama diu Funaoka vira ty ché nhao
minh, “Ngay toi cling suyt chét ngat.”

“Ta nén veé dai sanh da.” Shimada khép ctia phong khach lai, “Puwong nhién
can phai bao canh sat, song chiing ta nén hai y kién ctia thw ky Ino da. Cau dy van
chua day a?”

“Ino...” Samejima lac dau, “Khong c6 trong phong. Hom qua cau ta ndi la can
ra ngoai mua mot s6 thit, chac da di r6i.”
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Shimada va Utayama d0 Funaoka, sau nguoi di trong hanh lang mé cung
quanh co, tim vé dai sanh, doc dudng khong ai n6i mot cau.

Canh twgng tham khoc vira réi van am anh trong bd 6c con quay cuong vi say
ctia Utayama. Khong sao gat dugc nhitng hinh dnh dy ra khoi dau, anh chi con
cach c6 nén cam giac ghé c6 buon noén.

Trong dai sanh chi c6 mot minh Keiko. Nhin thdy bon ho, vao phong, c6 voi
ding day tr chiéc ghé nga lung gan cira.

“Nghe noéi cé nguwoi bi giét, that khong?” Keiko mat mii tai nhot, hoi,
“Funaoka sao vay? Chang lé c6 ay ciing bi...”

“Nguoi bi hai 1a anh Suzaki.” Shimada néi, “Con c6 ay chi bi ngat thoi.”

Funaoka lic nay c nhw ndng ngan can, hai nguwoi dan 6ng dat cd6 xuong sofa.
Keiko m@ tu lay chai reegu brandy ra.

“Nho em cham séc c6 dy.” Utayama noéi v6i vg, r6i budc dén goc dat dién
thoai trong phong. Kiyomura lap tiéc chan lai.

“Khoan da, anh Utayama.”

“Khong.” Utayama n6i ditt khoat, lac dau nhin Kiyomura, “Du la lam trai 16i
ddn cua bac Miyagaki, nhung tinh hinh hién gio...”

“Anh cttng nhac thé a?”

“Van dé khong phai citng nhac hay khong. Samejima nghi sao?”

Nha phé binh van hoc cham cham lac dau. “Anh Utayama néi rat dang.”

“Ha?” Kiyomura trgn mat, rit 1én, “V i cac anh chi thi khong sao ca. Bao canh
sat, cudc thi sang tac cham dut, cac anh chi chang ton that gi, nhung...”

Utayama phét 10 Kiyomura, cam dién thoai 1én, bAm s6. Tay anh run run, van
con cam giac ghé ¢6 va nhitc dau. Anh ap chdt 6ng nghe vao tai. Khong cé bt c
tin hiéu nao phat ra.

“Sao thé?” Nhin thdy vé mat Utayama, Samejima v0i hoi.

“Pién thoai khong nhan dwoc tin hiéu.”

“Sao lai...”
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Utayama dat dién thoai xu6ng r6i lai nhdc 1én ap vao tai. Van la sy im lang
tuyét doi.

“Hodc la truc trac, hodc dién thoai da bi cat day.”

“Néu thé thi...”

bién thoai da bi cat day. Néu qua thé, thi ai la nguoi cat?

Anh vira nghi vay, cam giac ghé co lai xoc 1én. Utayama dat 6ng nghe xuong,
tay bung miéng chay vao bép, cti xuéng bon rira, md voi nwdc, ro6i nén thdc non
thao.

“Anh c6 sao khong?” Giong Keiko. C6 dang ditng sau ddm lung cho chong.

“Qi... cdm on em. Anh 6n. Funaoka thé nao roi?”

“Co ay tinh roi.”

Utayama dung nudc stic miéng cho dén khi thay dé chiu hon. Sau do6, anh cling
v6i Keiko quay tré lai dai sanh, vé mat nang né.

Funaoka van con thét than, co ro ng6i trén sofa. D6i dién c6 la Samejima, mat
cii gam xubng dat. Kiyomura ding xa hon, canh mot chiéc ban, gan cho
Hayashi, vé mdt lanh lung.

“Shimada dau?” Utayama hoi.

Samejima chi vao canh ctta ¢ phia Nam dai sanh, ctta d6 thong ra cau thang di
1én mat dat. “Anh dy di xem xét ctta chinh.”

Utayama ciing dinh di 1én xem thi Shimada tré ve.

“Khong dugc.” Shimada déng ctta lai, “Trén dé da bi khoa, khong thé biét Ino
da ra ngoai chwa. Co6 chia khoa dv phong khong nhi? Samejima c6 khong?”

“T6i nhd 1a Ino gitr tat ca chia khda.”

“Ngoai ctta chinh ra con 16i nao khac dé 1én mat dat khong?”

“Khong.”

“Té that day.” Shimada noi, roi lai khit mdi, “Vay chi con cach dgi cau ay vé.”
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“Ctra chinh 1a 16i duy nhat dé ra vao cong trinh kién tric nay. Hom qua, sau
khi béac si Kuroe ra vé, Ino da khoa lai, va chac chan van khéa cho dén sang
nay. Ino di mua sam, sau khi mé& ctta dé ra thi da khéa lai nhuw trwéc. Cho
nén...” Shimada vtra n6i vira nhin vao canh ctta bén trong thong ra hanh
lang, “Ttr dém qua cho dén sang nay, thi thé anh Suzaki van nam & phong
khach...”

No6i dén do, Shimada goi moi nguwdi ngoi xudng bén canh cai ban rong, tiép
tuc, “Trwdc khi Ino trd vé, ching ta thit ban bac vé sy kién nay xem sao. Néu chi
im ldng thi e sé bat 1gi cho tdm ly va tinh than cta ching ta.”

“Chac anh c6 cam gidc da tim dwgc co hdi dé trinh sat pha an?” Kiyomura
guong cwoi, mat nhan nhw khi an 6t, “Néu thay thich thi tuy anh.”

“Cau dirng nén phat ngén nhw thé minh la ngwdi ngoai cudc thé. Toi vira néi
roi, i toi qua dén sang nay, khu nha nay chang khac gi mot phong kin ngam, nén
dwong nhién néu xay ra vu giét ngudi, thi chac chan hung tha phai nam trong s6
nhitng ai co mdt ¢ day.”

“Trong s6 chiing ta w?” Funaoka ngoi trén sofa kéu l1én, “Ké man rg ay, nam
ngay trong ching ta?”

“Pung thé day.” Shimada khang dinh khéng do dy, “Khong thé nhan dién dugc
hung thu qua hanh vi gay an vira r6i, nhung trwdc hét cé thé loai bé kha nang co6
ké la mat nap san trong khu nha nay.”

“Nhung tai sao lai giét anh Suzaki?”

“Pong co a?” Shimada nhuwéng may, nhin vai, “C6 dwa ra cau héi nay khién
toi thay bat ngo day. Noi vé dong co, thi it nhat ba ngudi trong s6 ching ta cé
dong co ro rang dé giét anh Suzaki Shosuke.”

“Khong thé nao!” Funaoka cat cao giong, roi ding day. Mai toc dai cta co
dung dwa, doi méi van veo trén khuén mat tai xanh, “Ching t6i giét nguwdi nham
giam bét déi thu canh tranh. Y anh 1a vay chi gi?”

“Hur, dirng c6 dua.” Kiyomura nghién rang, “Néu giét ngwoi, dua canh sat dén,
thé chang phai ching t6i khéng duwgc xo mui gi a?”
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“Nén mdi phai cat duwong day dién thoai.”

“Du c6 lam thé thi dgi dén khi anh Ino vé, két qua van vay thoi.”

“Ciling ding, nhung...” Shimada quanh co mét hoi réi dudi dai nguwdi trén ghé,
“Tam thoi bé qua van dé dé di. Vi trudc mat khong thé lién lac vGi bén ngoai nén
ching ta mdi cang can phai tong hgp théng tin dé biét dai khai chuyén gi dang
xdy ra, moi ngwoi dong y khong? T6i dwgc nha phé binh Samejima danh thitc nén
m&i biét chuyén. Ba gitip viéc Kadomatsu phat hién ra trudc tién, ding chwa?”

Nghe dén day, Samejima bat day khoi sofa, noi, “Hay la goi ca ba dy dén?”

“Phai ddy. D€ ba 4y ng6i mot minh trong phong ciing khéng 6n lam.”

Nha phé binh gat dau, r6i di vé phia nha bép. Ba Kadomatsu & trong gian
phong mang tén Polycaste, la tén em gai cua Daedalus. Khac v6i cac phong khac,
phong nay thong véi dai sanh qua gian bép, khong can di qua hanh lang mé cung.

Lat sau, ba Kadomatsu xuat hién trong chiéc vdy mau xam tro va 4o len mau
réu dam, ba ngap nging theo sau Samejima vao dai sanh. Khuon mat ngam den
chang chit nép nhan, vé cang thang 10 ro, c6 1é vi sg hai. Hai mat ba triing sau,
nhin cham cham vao got chan ctia nha phé binh.

Shimada héi ba Kadomatsu vé qua trinh phat hién ra xac chét, thi ba héi nguoc
lai anh vira néi gi bang giong 6 to, qua la bi nghénh ngang that.

“Ba noéi xem, ba da phat hién ra xac chét & phong khach nhw thé nao?”
Samejima ghé sat tai ba ta, lap lai cau hdi ctia Shimada.

“A... toi khong biét, toi khong biét gi hét.” Ba khé 14c dau va ludn miéng néi
‘khong biét’, moi nguwoi dong vién do danh mai, ba méi néi dugc vai diéu.

Khoang 9 gio sang, ba Kadomatsu vao bép chuan bi bita sang, gan 10 gio thi
lam xong. Trong dai sanh chi c6 Utayama dang ngu trén sofa, va chua thay ai day
ca. Ba cho rang dung 10 gio ho sé dén.

Sap xép xong nhitng cai ly thay tinh, ba di ra hanh lang t&i phong khach va
phong giai tri don dep theo 10i dan do cua thu ky Ino Mitsuo. Ba lau don phong
gidi tri trudc, roi sang phong khach, va nhin thay ‘sy kién’ kia. “Khi do6 ctra cé
khoa khong?” Shimada hoi.

Ba khé lac dau. “Phong ay lic nao ciing md san.”

“T6i hoi diéu khac vay. Ba c6 chia khéa du phong cua ctra chinh khong?”

“Co. Tbi qua to6i dwa cho cau Ino r6i.”

“Sang nay ba c6 nhin thiy cau ay khong? Hinh nhw cdu dy ra ngoai mua sam.”

“Khong.”
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“Pwoc roi.”

“Sao khong thay ong cht dau? T6i mudn vé nha.”

“Ay, dirng, ditng vé...” Shimada khdng biét phai giai thich tinh huéng hién nay
cho ba gitp viéc nhuv thé nao.

“Thay Miyagaki bi 6m van chwa khéi.” Samejima g& thé bi cho Shimada,
“Thay ay bao, khi canh sat chwra dén thi ba phai & lai day.”

Shimada thuyét phuc cho dén khi ba Kadomatsu quay vao gian bép, roi anh
ngobi lai xudng ghé tiép tuc hoéi “Sau do, ba Kadomatsu hoang hot chay dén goi
nha phé binh Samejima, dung khong?”

“Pung. Hinh nhw ba dy goi cira phong thay Miyagaki trudc, thidy thay khong
tra 10i thi chay dén phong Ino, ciing khong gap ai, nén mdi chay dén cho t6i.”

“Ba dy cling c6 mot tdm so do cua khu nha nay a?”

“Khong. Nhung ba ay da thudc hét duwong di 16i lai trong mé cung. Ino lai ludn
¢ c6 dinh mot phong. Con tai sao ba dén tim t6i, t6i nghi, don gian la vi n6 gan
phong Ino nhat.”

“Thi ra la thé. Sau d6 nha phé binh Samejima chay thang dén phong khach?”

“Thoat dau t6i khong biét da xay ra chuyén gi, vi ba ay noi rat khong rd rang.
Cho dén khi bi ba ay kéo dén phong dd, t6i nhin vao méi giat ndy minh.”

Sac mat Samejima lic nay van tai nhgt, lac dau quay quay nhw muon xo6a di
hinh anh kinh khung trong ky tc.

“Liuc d6 ba Kadomatsu co vé da kiét sic, nén toi mot minh chay di goi moi
nguwoi day. Anh Utayama khong co trong phong, nén toi chay sang goi chi Keiko,
roi dén phong anh Shimada.”

“Ra vay.” Shimada tiép 16i, “Sau do, t6i di goi Kiyomura va nhitng nguwdi con
lai. Samejima tim thdy anh Utayama & dai sanh... Day la toan bo qua trinh phat
hién ra thi thé anh Suzaki, con c6 ai b6 sung gi khong?”

Shimada dwa mat nhin khap lwgt moi ngudi trong phong, ci nhw dang gitr vai
tro chu tga trong mot cudc hop.

Nhitng nguwoi dang tap trung & day, nha van, nha phé binh, bién tap vién va vg
anh ta, déu da quen vé&i canh nay, nhwng dé la vi cong viéc ctia ho déu lién quan
dén ‘tiéu thuyét’. Lic nay, tinh hinh ma ho phai doi mat khong khac gi tinh tiét
trong tiéu thuyét trinh tham, song khéng thé pht nhan rang day la mot vu giét
nguoi trong hién thuc.
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“Du sao di nita...” Thay tat ca déu im lang, Shimada danh ty doc thoai, “Hinh
dang cda xac chét ay van rat ky quai...”

‘““Hinh dang cta xac chét’ a? Ky quai cho nao?” Keiko nghiéng dau héi
Utayama.

Utayama chwa quyét dinh dugc c6 nén cho vg biét hay khong thi Kiyomura da
gidi thich, “C6 bi cat mat gia ntta, gan nhu di&t han. Tuy nhién, khong biét y do
cta hung thu la gi khi dat cai dau bo vao thay cho dau cia anh Suzaki. Mot cai
dau bo den si moc ra trén than hinh gay com cda anh ay, cho nén méi néi l1a hinh
dang ky quai.”

“Ping no6i nita.” Funaoka kéu 1én, 1i*t mat nhin Kiyomura, “T6i khng muon
nhd lai canh twgng do.”

“Anh cting dau mu6n nhd lai chuyén ghé tém ay.”

“Nhin ghé that... cé diéu, biét dau nd lai 1a manh moi quan trong thi sao.”
Shimada néi v6i vé mat nghiém tic, “Néu khong kiém tra thi thé thi khong thé
biét dugc nguyén nhan t vong, la do bi chat dau nén chét, hay chét r6i méi bi
chdt dau. Véi lai, hinh nhw cai riu dung dé chat dau nam & phia sau sofa.”

“T6i cling dé y roi.” Kiyomura néi, “Riu va kiém la hai vat trang tri treo &
phong khach.”

“Q, thi ra ching vén duogc treo ¢ d6 a? Vay van dé con lai 1a cai dau bo.”
Shimada dwa tay 1én s¢ cam, nghi nggi.

“Chuyén duong nhién con gi?” Kiyomura ben noi, “Tén can phong do6 la
‘Minotaur’, quai vat dau bo.”

“Pung vay. Nhung ciing c6 thé khong chi c6 vay...”

“Y anh 1 n6 c6 ham y khéc nita a? A...” Kiyomura nhv béng nghi ra diéu gi
dé, “Anh Shimada dinh néi Minotaur bi giét, nguwdi giét nd la Theseus, ngu y
rang t6i la hung thu chi gi?”
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Pén 1 gio chiéu, Ino van chwa vé. Ba gitip viéc da chuan bi xong bita trwa
cho moi ngwdi nhung chang ai thiét an. Sau do...

Gan 2 gio chiéu.

“Quai la.” Hayashi hau nhw chi im lang, bay gio lai dot nhién 1én tiéng, “Sao
anh Ino van chua vé?”

“U nhi. Cho du 1a di mua d6 dung cho nhiéu nguoi ciing dau dén ndi lau thé
nay.” Shimada s@ cam.

Hayashi dwa tay vo mai téc bu xu, “Hay anh ay cling gap chuyén gi r6i?”

“Cling c6 thé. Ma truéc hét,” Shimada ding 1én, “T6i muén dén phong Ino
xem sao. Ai di cung toi khong?”

“T6i.” Utayama tra 10i. Keiko lo lang nhin chong, anh 1dp titc vO6 nguc noi,
“Anh 6n r6i ma.”

Vay la Utayama cung Shimada roi khoi dai sanh.

“Cam on anh Utayama. T6i bat dau cam thay nghi ngo...” Shimada cam t0 so
do, vira xam xam bwdc di trong hanh lang vira néi, “Rang Ino khong ra ngoai
mua sam.” Utayama ciing ngd ngg. Vo ly nhat la viéc Ino ra ngoai ma khong néi
v6i bat ctt ai. ft ra cling phai n6i mot cau véi ba gitp viéc Kadomatsu chit, ba ta
c6 mat & bép tr 9 gio sang kia ma?

Va, tai sao dén gio van chua thdy cau ta dau? Khi van dé nay dugc néu ra,
Shimada vira khut khit vira gat gu, “Chang 1é ciu ay cling gap bat trac roi...?”

“Piéu nay that khé néi. U, cé thé 1am, diing 1 c6 kha ning nay.”

Phong Europa ctia Ino nam & phia Bong khu nha, giap véi mat twong phia Nam
phong doc cua 6ng Miyagaki, twong phia Nam phong Europa lai giap v6i phong
Pasiphae ma Samejima &. Goi la ‘giap’ nhwng hai phong ay muén di sang nhau
thi van phai di vong qua v6 s6 hanh lang chang chit trong mé cung, nén ciing
khong thé néi la gan duoc.
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Ho vira xem so d6 vira di, lat sau da dén trwdc ctta phong Europa. Shimada
ngam nghia tdm bién dong khac chit EUROPA gan trén ctra.

“Pdy la tén me cia Minos thi phdi?” Anh néi, “Nang la con gai ctia quoc
vuong Agenor xt Phoenicia. Than Zeus yéu nang nén da bién thanh mot con bo
duc, roi chd nang dén dao Crete. O do, nang sinh cho Zeus dita con trai la
Minos.”

“Anh biét rd0 nhi?”

“Pau co6. Toi qua t6i vao thu vién tim doc r6i méi di ngu. Lau nay t6i van luon
né phuc nhitng ngudi da viét ra than thoai khi gidi thich dwgc m6i quan hé phitc
tap gitta than va con nguwdi mét cach tai tinh nhw thé.”

Noi roi, Shimada g6 ctra that manh.

“Qua nhién khong c6 dong tinh gi hét.” Shimada 1am bam, r6i anh xoay nam
dam. “A? Anh Utayama, ctta khong khéa.”

“Thé a?”

“Thuyce ra toi da nghi dén chuyén pha ctra...” Shimada sdi buéc vao phong.

Phong nay gan gidng cac phong cho khach khéc trong nha, rong tam 13m2, c6
giwong, ban nhd, ghé dau va trén twong cling treo mat tam gwong to.

Khong thdy bong dang Ino dau ca.

Shimada buwéc dén goc trong cung cia phong, mé civa buéng vé sinh, Utayama
bong rung minh, lo sg sé thdy cai xac cta cau thw ky lan ra ngoai, may ma bén
trong chang c6 gi.

“Cling khong thay.”

Shimada quay ra, cii xuéng nhin gam giwong, cting khong phat hién ra thit gi
khac. Anh lai m@ tu ao ké sat twong bén phai.

“B6 au phuc van treo ¢ day.” Shimada chi vao ta 4o, “H6m qua cau ay mac bd
nay thi phai?”

“Pung thé.”

“Vi tién van ndm trong tii do. Anh c6 thdy moi viéc cang ngay cang ky quai
khong?”

Shimada nhin khap phong lan nita, r6i bwéc dén bén ban gidy. Trén ghé la mot
cai cap da mau den.

“Cap clng ¢ day.”

Anh nhac n6 dat 1én ban, mé xem, va lay ra mot cai vi da.

“Bang lai xe van trong nay.”
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Ino von rat chin chu. Khéi nghi ciing biét nguwdi nhw vay tuyét déi khong thé ra
ngoai ma quén mang bang lai.

Shimada lai kiém tra nhitng thit khac trong cdp. Lat sau, anh tim thdy vai manh
giay.

“Anh Utayama nhin nay, danh sach cac tht moi nguwoi nho Ino di mua thém.
Thé nay la ro r6i.”

Shimada ti€ép tuc luc loi ngan kéo va ti dau giwong. Khéng thady chum chia
khoa cac phong ma Ino giit. Utayama cling ho trg tim kiém, r6t cudc van chang
co thu hoach gi.

“Kho xt r6i day.” Shimada cau may, khoanh tay tréc nguwe. “Gan nhw cé thé
chac chan rang cau ay chwa ra khoi khu nha nay, cho nén cho bao lau nita ciling
v0 ich. Ttc la, triede khi tim thay cau dy, ching ta van sé bi nhot trong ‘phong kin
ngam’ nay.”

https://thuviensach.vn



6

Khi ca hai roi khoi phong Europa, chuan bi buéc ra hanh lang mé cung dé
quay vé dai sanh thi Shimada héi, “T6i muon di mot dwong vong, anh cung
di véi t6i khong?”

“BPi dwong vong la sao?”

“Ngoai trtt cac phong bo tri cho chiing ta & ra, t6i mudn di kiém tra hét nhitng
phong con lai. Biét dau lai tim thay... Ino dang & cho nao d6?”

Khong nd ndi la... thi thé caa Ino.

“Ngoai thu vién va phong khach noi anh Suzaki bi giét, con c6 mot can phong
bo trong. Phong giai tri thi sang nay ba Kadomatsu da kiém tra roi, khéng can
vao nita.” Shimada mé so do Mé Lo Quan ra xem.(#)

“Anh Suzaki & phong Talos, Medea la phong bo tréng. Bat dau di tir cho nay,
ta sé dén thu vién trude.”

Ca hai men theo hanh lang mé cung di vé phia thw vién Eupalamus nam & phia
bong cua phong khach.

Pén nga ba, bén phai la thw vién, bén trai la phong khach, Shimada dirng lai.
Utayama bong thay cang thang vi lo Shimada ru anh vao kiém tra hién trweong vu
an.

Anh bat giac nhé lai canh twgng mau me, ghé rgn ay. Néu c6 thé, anh khong
muon phai nhin thdy né nita. Va lai, néu hung thu la mot trong s6 nhitng cac vi
khach mai, biét dau anh chang khong r6 lai lich nay chinh la hung thua?

Chac khong dau... Utayama nghi vay, nhung...

“Anh sao thé?” Shimada ngac nhién nheo mat, “Heé hé... anh nghi ngo t6i a?”

“A, khong, khong c6 chuyén dé...”

“Suy nghi cia anh viét r0 trén madt roi kia.” Shimada n6i, mim cudi, “DBung lo.
Gia st toi co la thu pham thi cling sé khong ra tay vdi anh ¢ day dau. Lam vay thi
khac nao ty vach mat minh? T6i khéng dén noi ngu dai nhw thé.” Trong thw vién
am u la cac ta sach cao ngat, chac 6ng Miyagaki da chuyén toan bo sach tir Seijo
dén day. Mot kho sach phong pht hon ca thw vién cia mot treong trung hoc.
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Ca hai kiém tra khap moi goc trong phong, khong phat hién ra diéu gi dang
ngo.

Ho lai trd ra hanh lang, roi di sang phia Tay.

Shimada va Utayama quay lai tuyén hanh lang kéo dai ti* dai sanh l1én phong
khach phia Bac, tir d6 ré sang phia Tay. Sau khi vong qua mot dau hanh lang hinh
chit U, ho thdy 16i di lai trai doc vé phia Nam. Di dén hét dudng, hai nguoi bat
gap thém mot dau hanh lang hinh chit U nita, r6i bé nguwgc 1én phia Bac.

“So véi bén Dong thi bén nay phitc tap hon nhiéu.” Shimada vira xem so d6
vira noi, “Toan 1a cho ré.”

Bén trai tuyén hanh lang nay, titc la phia Tay, c6 ca thay 16 cho ré.

“Phong Medea 6... cho ré thir 10.” Shimada buwéc cham lai.

Utayama cling titng & phong phia Tay nén ciing biét bén nay dé bi lac duong
hon.

Hon nita. ..

Anh nhin vé phia trudc, nghi ngoi.

Nhitng chiéc mat na kia...

Trén twong, @ moi mot cho ré, déu treo mot chiéc mat na thach cao. 16 cho ré,
16 khudn mat trang béch, quai di. Nhuw bay gid la budi trwa thi khéng sao, co6
diéu, dém hom ma bat gap nhitng cap mat trang da dang nhin minh cham cham,
ai cling sé sg dén rgn ca toc gdy. Utayama da mdy lan c6 cam gidc nay.

Dén cho ré thit 10, ho trong thdy méat na cia mét con s tir dang nhe nanh trgn
mat, tita nhw muon ngan can hai nguwdi vao trong.

Ctta phong Medea khong khéa. Bén trong chang c6 ai. Bon ho xem xét ca
buong vé sinh, dwdi gam giwong, ti do... song khong phat hién dugc gi.

Cudi cung, ho hwéng vé phia phong cua Suzaki, nam giita phong cua Hayashi
va phong cua Funaoka.

Tam bién dong treo & ctta khac chit TALOS. Trong than thoai Hy Lap c6 nhan
vat ‘nguwdi bang dong’ Talos canh gac ddo Crete, nhung d6 khong phai Talos &
day. Anh chang nay la con trai cua Polycaste, tit'c chau cua Daedalus, vi qua tai
gioi nén bi Daedalus do ky roi giét chét.

May ma ctta phong nay ciing khong khoa. Néu khéa thi ho phai quay lai luc tdi
4o, quan ctia nguoi chét dé tim chia.

Phong dang bat san dén. C6 vé nhw Suzaki chi dinh ra ngoai mét lat réi quay
lai, nao ngd cudi cung anh khong vé dugc nita.
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Ca hai kiém tra xung quanh nhw doi v6i cac phong trudc do, ciing khong thay
diém nao kha nghi. B6 dac trong phong ciling y hét cac phong ngt con lai, chi
khac 1a c6 thém mot mdy danh chit chuan bi cho cudc thi sang tac va hanh ly cta
ngwoi qua co.

“Khong c6 thu hoach gi.” Shimada vira n6i vira ap ban tay lén tran dudi mai
toc x0a. Anh cdm thdy hinh nhu cd nguwdi minh dang néng 1én vi sét.

Lic nay, Utayama cht y thay man hinh may déanh chit trén ban hoi 16e sang.

“Anh Shimada, nhin nay.” Utayama néi, r6i buéc dén gi sat mat vao man hinh
dé nhin, “May van cam dién. Anh dy chinh man hinh xuéng mitc sang thap nhat
r6i mdi ra khoi phong.”

“Anh dy c6 dang viét gi khong?” Shimada voi quay sang.

“Ban thao sang tac thi phai?” Utayama nang do sang man hinh lén.

“Pung thé that.”

Man hinh chi chit chi¥, dang & trang 1, c6 1€ vira mdi viét.

Dong trén cung la nhan dé bang chit dam: Thu cap cua Minotaur. Dong duéi 1a
sO 1, titc phan m@ dau tiéu thuyét. Lwét qua nhan dé, Utayama cam thay cé gi do
la la. Poc tiép xudng duwdi, anh kinh hai kéu lén.

“Pay la...”

Gan nhw dong thoi, Shimada cling kéu lén.

“Pay... day la...”

THU CAP CUA MINOTAUR
1

Anh néng lot qua 16p kinh day c6 dinh béng nhitng khung thép dan xen nhau trén
tran nha, hat xuéng dwdi va xua tan man dém. Canh twgng ngay dém tuan hoan
luan phién nhw thé da c6 tir thoi vién c6 va kéo dai cho dén hom nay.

Troi sang va noi day da thoat khoi mong vuot cua I yéu ma quy quai hoanh
hanh lic canh khuya, song van c¢6 mot nguoi vinh vién & lai trong béng toi va
khong thé quay vé dugc nira.

Trong mot can phong hinh vuéng & sau bén trong Mé Lo Quan- khu nha 6m
tron cd mot mé cung, hinh anh twgng trung cho sy luan héi tir ngan xwa dén
nay...

C6 mot nguwdi dang nam ngira trén tham 16ng mau trang nga, t& chi cing
ngoac, hai ban tay xoe ra, mwdi ngon tay lanh buét... Nhung bay gio nguoi dé
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chi con la mot thé xac trong rong, linh hon thi roi vao man dém hon don, mit mo.

Chét thé nay von da mang lai cam giac khac thuong, céi xac lai con thém mot
dadc diém ky quai nita: né dugc trang tri rat lanh ltung, trong vira tan nhan lai vira
khoi hai nhuw tro dua ctia mot dira tré con.

O c6 c6 mot vét thuong todc ra nhw mom rdn ha héc, dau ngoeo sang bén nhu
bong hoa ctic bi gdy. X4c bong bénh trong bién mau dé sdm. O vi tri von 1a cia
cai dau thi lai dat mot tha ky di.

D6 chinh la cai dau bo t6i qua van treo trén twong, tuwgng trung cho con quai
vat c6 tén trung vi can phong trong mé cung nay.
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“Cai gi?” Kiyomura trgn mat vi ngac nhién, kéu 1én sau khi nghe Utayama
va Shimada ké lai tinh hinh, “Céc anh néi la ‘gidong hét tiéu thuyét ma anh
ay viét’... That khong?”

“That.” Utayama gat dau, “Mdi viét doan md& dau, song noi dung miéu ta thi y
hét hién truong ctia vu an mang.”

“Ban thao viét la trong can phong Minotaur, cai xac nam ngang, & vi tri cta
dau thi dat tiéu ban dau bo ma trwéc do6 da nhac dén...” Shimada b6 sung, “Mot
trong cac diéu kién ma di chic dwa ra 1a, nguwdi bi hai trong tiéu thuyét phai la
chinh tac giad. Cho nén, thi thé trong tiéu thuyét ctia anh Suzaki dwong nhién la
chinh anh &y...”

“Pirng no6i dua.” Kiyomura tho bao ngat 161, r6i rét day rwgu brandy vao ly. Co
vé tir lic Utayama va Shimada di, Kiyomura bat dau ng6i uéng ruegu mot minh.

“Pau phai 1a Bi kich ctia Y*... Ma tai sao hung thu nhat dinh phéi lam thé
chi?”

“Nhung...” Shimada lai khit cai miii hoi khoam, “Néu hién tredng Minotaur la
st ‘mo phong’ tac pham ctia anh Suzaki thi chung ta it nhiéu c6 thé doan dwgc
hanh vi ciia hung tha: tredc khi ‘trang tri’ cai xac, han da doc ban thao ctia anh ay
trén may. Tuy nhién ching ta khéng thé xac dinh ré han da doc truwdc hay sau khi
gay an.”

“Cé nhiéu kha nang la doc triwdc.” Hayashi ndy gio van ngoi thu lu trén sofa
bong Ién tiéng, “Sau khi doc ban thao, han ri anh Suzaki cung sang phong khach
roi giét anh ay ¢ dé. To6i cho rang nhw thé c6 vé ty nhién hon.”

“Pung thé.” Shimada lim dim d6i mat triing sau, “Giét ngwdi xong mdi doc
tiéu thuyét thi qua khién cuwdng. Tuy nhién, t6i van c6 chiit...”

“Anh Shimada.” Kiyomura dit manh ly rwgu brandy xuéng ban, “So véi
chuyén nay, thi hanh tung cia anh Ino con quan trong hon, phai thé khong?”

Trén duong vé day, Utayama va Shimada c6 ré vao kiém tra nha tam va buong
vé sinh gan dai sanh, nhung cting khong thay Ino dau ca.
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“Lic ndy anh noéi hinh nhw anh Ino khong ra ngoai mua sam, vi bang lai xe va
danh sach cac th can mua van dé trong phong. Chirng nao chwa tim thay anh ta,
chirng dy ching ta sé khong c6 chia khoa cira chinh dé ra khoi khu nha nay, cang
dirng no6i dén chuyén bao canh sat.”

“Pung thé.”

“Vay chung ta phdi lam sao day?” Kiyomura nhin moi nguoi mot lwgt, cuoi
khay.

“That dang ghét.” Thay vé mat mia mai cia chéng cii, Funaoka 1ap tirc noi
khung hét 1én, “T6i that sy khong thé ¢ lai khu nha dang chita xac chét nay thém
mot gidy nao nita.”

“Po cling chi la noi thoi, quy c6 Funaoka a.”

“Hung thu ndm trong s6 chiing ta ddy. Vay ma anh van binh tinh qua nhi?”

“Pau c6. Toi cling rat mudn cai xac mau me dy chi xudt hién trong tiéu thuyét
ma théi.”

“Anh nghi t6i khong nhan ra a?” Khudn mat nhgt nhat cua Funaoka hoi trng
dé, “Anh rat ghét anh Suzaki con gi. ‘Khong thé chiu dung noi cai bd dang ra vé
bac hoc ctia anh ta’, ding chwa?”

“Nay, dung noi nira!”

“V6i lai nghe néi gan day anh thua 16 nang khi chaoi c6 phiéu, cho nén rat c6
thé anh da giét phang doéi tha canh tranh vi tién thudong. ”

“Ping néi btra.” Kiyomura néi vGi vé bat dac di, “Néu vay thi c6 ciing c6
dong co. Nghe néi c6 mot ga to6i dang deo bam theo c6, mudn c6 nudi ga...
Hayashi ciing thé.” Kiyomura nhin Hayashi com nhom, “Cau vira gay ra tai nan
giao thong khi dang lai xe hoi thi phai? Pen dui that.”

“Pé... dé 1a...”

“Con ntta, anh Suzaki say mé cau dung khong. Cau da tng canh cao anh ta
ding qua trén.”

Nha van Suzaki Shosuke la nguwdi dong tinh, d6 la chuyén nhitng nguwoi ¢ day
déu biét r6. Utayama ciing biét mot hai nam qua, Suzaki van c* deo bam
Hayashi.

“Thoi nao, moi nguwdi tam gat an oan ca nhan sang mot bén di. May ty yén tién
thwdng qua da dé tré thanh dong co r6i.”

Hayashi cti dau, Funaoka mim moi im lang. Kiyomura nhin sang Shimada.
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“Cé6 diéu cling khong thé vi thé ma két luan rdng mot trong s6 ching toi 1a
hung tha dwoc. It ra, téi khong phai hang ngwdi néng can nhu thé. So ra thi...”

“Thi?” Shimada nhwéng may, hao hing hoi.

“Thi c6 mot gidi thich hgp ly hon 1a, c6 ai d6 ngoai ba ching t6i, vi mot dong
co hoan toan khac, da nhan ‘cudc thi thira ké tai san’ lan nay dé giét anh Suzaki
roi do toi cho ching t6i.”

“Ra thé. T6i, vg chong anh Utayama, nha phé binh Samejima va ba gia gitp
viéc nita, mot trong s6 ching t6i 1a hung thu, phai khong?”

“Khong thé nao.” Samejima kéu 1én, “Tai sao t6i phdi...”

Utayama ciling nghi nhv Samejima, nhung Kiyomura ndi cting khong phai
khong c6 ly.

“Néu toi viét vu giét nguwdi nay thanh tiéu thuyét, thi hung tha chinh la anh
Shimada.” Kiyomura nhéch moi néi.

Shimada né mét nu cwdi khé hiéu, “Vi mét dong co co tir trede do chir gi?”

“Pung day.”

“Thé thi cau danh thoi gian ma viét ra di.”

Shimada binh than budc lai gan sofa. Moi nguwdi déu nhin theo xem anh dinh
lam gi. Chi thady Shimada cam céi hop khan gidy ¢ dwdi gam ban 1én, néi ‘xin 16i’
roi lau nwdc mii.

Sau dd, anh tiép tuc noi, “Mat khac, giong nhuw cau Kiyomura da dé cap, diéu
quan trong nhat bay gio la chiing ta nén tng phé vdi tinh hinh trvéc mat ra sao.
bién thoai dit day, ctra chinh thi bj khéa...”

“Chung ta pha ctta khong dwgc a?” Utayama noi.

“Khong n6i.” Kiyomura 1dp tic ndi, “Cita chinh la ctta Iwéi mat cdo bang
dong, bén ngoai con c6 thém mat cira da, mudn pha hong né khong dé dau.”

“Nhung...”

“Néu c6 cua sat thi xong ngay, c6 diéu hop dung dung cu cét trong kho phia
trén mat r6i. Khong pha dugc cira lwdi cho cau thang thi lam sao 1ay? C6 1€ tat ca
da nam trong tinh toan cta hung thu r6i.”

“Hay ching ta pha tran nha ma ra?”

“T6i nghi cach nay ciling khong kha thi.” Kiyomura ngang nhin tran nha, “Gia
stt c6 dap v& kinh di nita, cac khung thép chang chit thé kia thi tho dau 1én con
kho nita la leo ra ngoai.”

“Nhwng ma...”
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“Y anh 1a ching ta cit chap nhan bi nhét trong ndy chit gi?” Funaoka néi.

Kiyomura nhtn vai, “Du gi ciing khong sg chét déi. Co6 rat nhiéu nguoi biét
ching ta dén day, chd dén hét ngay 6 thang Tw khong thidy ching ta vé, sé cé
ngwoi goi dién, r6i nhan ra dién thoai khong lién lac dugc...”

“Chung ta phai cho thé nay cho dén khi c6 ngwoi tim thay a?”

“Pung thé. Cho nén...” Kiyomura no6i, vé mat nghiém tic, “Chuing ta cé da thi
gio dé hoan thanh di chic cta thay Miyagaki, phdi khong, anh Utayama?”

Xem ra, Kiyomura truéc sau chi xody vao cugc thi sang tac. Utayama khong
biét nén tra 10i ra sao cho phai, danh lac dau mét cach mo ho.

“O mdt mic dd ndo d6, Kiyomura da néi diing trong diém.” Shimada chéng
tay 1én ban, “Hién gi®, ching ta kh6 ma ra khéi day, canh sat thi khong thé dén,
nén chi con cach chg dgi. Tuy nhién, hung thu giét nguwoi cling dang ¢ day, kha
nang nay rat 16n, vi thé toi cho rang...”

“T6i biét anh dinh no6i gi.” Kiyomura nhin vi ‘dai biéu cho ddc gid’ c6 voc
nguwoi cao rao hon minh, “Anh muén chinh thitc bat dau tro suy luén chit gi, 6ng
anh tham t?”
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3 gio chiéu.

Shimada tuyén bé minh khong dinh bat dau tro gi ca. Sau do, theo dé nghi cia
anh, anh va Utayama, Samejima, Keiko roi dai sanh, cung di dén phong khach
Minotaur, noi dang dé thi thé Suzaki. Shimada no6i, “Hién gio khong thé trong
chd vao canh sat, thi ching ta nén ty minh xem xét hién treong va giam dinh xac
chét.”

Anh nho Keiko di cung vi c6 hoc nganh Y, hy vong c6 thé biét thém gi do tw
thi thé. Utayama phan doi, song khong ngd Keiko té ra rat binh tinh va tiép nhan
dé nghi cia Shimada.

“Ho6i hoc dai hoc, em chi hoc céac kién thitc co ban vé phap y, chwa chac da cé
tac dung gi.” Co khé s& cai bung haoi nho ra, “Cé 1é khong tot cho thai nhi, phai
khong anh Utayama?”

“Van deé la, ban than em thay 6n chit?”

“Ciling hoi s0 sg, c6 diéu, em chuan bi san tinh than r6i.”

“Nhung ma...”

“So v@i lan dau thuc tap giai phau thi chuyén nay chwa la gi ca.” Keiko noi, tuy
vé mdt cda co van hoi cang thang.

Kiyomura, Funaoka va Hayashi déu ngoi lai dai sanh. Ho n6i minh tuyét doi sé
khong xem thi thé trong phong khach thém lan nao nita. Utayama ciing mudn
vay, chang qua, anh khong thé dé Keiko di mot minh. Pang ngac nhién la
Samejima ciing bang long di cung.

Bo6n ngudi vira mé ctra phong khach da thdy mui mau tanh xoc 1én miii.

Thi thé caa Suzaki Shosuke v&i hinh dang quai di van nam trén tham, cdp kinh
mat vang ra cach dé khong xa, IwGi the lé rii xudng gitta doi moi tim ngat, doi
mat trgn nguwgc trang da, cai dau bo den si dat & co...

Shimada buéc vao phong dau tién, di dén phia sau sofa, r6i ditng d6 quan sat
cai xac.
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Keiko hoi chan chtt nhueng 18p titc t6 ra binh than, Utayama ngac nhién nhin
vo. Keiko bao anh va Samejima c ditng & ctra, roi c6 tr tir budc lai gan xac chét.

Co khong ban tdm vét mau loang, ma chi cham chd quan sét cai dau bi ngoat
sang bén.

“Nguyén nhan ti vong la gi? Do bi chém vao dau, mat mau ma chét a?”
Shimada hoi.

Keiko gat dau, nhung roi c6 vé nhuw phat hién ra gi do, lai 1ap titc lac dau,
“Khong phai. Trong khong giong lam.”

Nghe vay, Shimada rat ngac nhién, buéc lai gan co.

“O day ndy, anh nhin thdy khong? C6 mdt vét 16m kha sau sau gdy, nhw bi mot
vat nang c6 géc canh dap vao.”

“U nhi. Vay day 1a don chi mang a?”

“Khong.” Keiko lai lac dau, “T6i nghi, né chi khién nan nhan bi ngat thoi. So
v6i cho nay... vung yét hau nhin & day...”

Utayama bat gidc budc dén gan, theo sau anh la Samejima dang run ray.

“Vét cat rat sau nén kho nhin rd, song van con thdy dwgc mot vét tham rat
manh nay, duang chwa?”

“U, c? nhw dau vét bi siét co.”

“T0i cling nghi vay.”

Vong quanh c6 hong bé bét mau, phia trén vét cat, c6 mot vét den rat nhd. R6
rang la nan nhan da bi siét bang mot sgi day nao do.

“Tém lai, sy viéc la thé nay.” Shimada ditng thang ngudi 1én, “DPau tién, nhan
lic anh Suzaki khong phong bi, hung tha da dung vat nang, vi du nhw cai gat tan
trén ban, dap vao dau khién anh ay bat tinh, sau d6 dung day thirng siét c6 dén
chét, cudi cung dung riu chat dau. Co6 thé xac dinh dwgc thoi gian t vong
khong?”

“Diéu nay...” Keiko do dv, “T6i...”

“Chi can dai khai théi cling dugc.”

Keiko dong y. C6 budc dén mot cho khong dinh méu trén san, cdi xudng, nam
lay co tay trai cua xac chét.

“Rat lanh. Thi thé cé vé cling bat dau cing lai r6i. Chan thi sao?”

Shimada s@ chan xac chét, roi néi, “Pa citng hoan toan roi.”

“Thong thwong, chét sau nam, sau tiéng dong ho thi nita ngwoi dwdi bat dau
cirng, sau khoang mwoi hai tiéng thi lan ra toan than.”
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“Ctt cho la da chét mudi hai tiéng, thi thoi gian ti vong la 3 gio sang?”

“Noi that, toi chi biét duwgc bay nhiéu.”

“Xin 16i vi da 1am kho cho chi. A, nén néi la cam on chi mdéi dang.”

Keiko quay ra, budc di loang choang, xem ra c¢6 van bi soc va chiu ap luc rat
16n. Nhin ¢6 c6 chiu dung, tra 10i cau héi cia Shimada, Utayama chgt phat hién
mot khia canh kién cuong ctia vg ma lau nay anh chwa tirng biét dén.

Tiép d6, Shimada di di lai lai trong phong, nhithg ngudi con lai déu Iui ra phia
clra.

“Cai cta ng nay c6 vé kha nang.” Anh cii xuéng nhin cay riu nam phia sau
sofa, “Tuy nhién, ngay phu ni cling c6 thé st dung. Vi khéng can phdi chat
xwong, chi can gio lén, sitc nang cua no cling du dé...”

Anh 1am bam, sau d6 dén gan bitc twong trong cung.

“Pay von la cho treo cai tiéu ban dau bo ding khong?”

Trén ti chén ké sat twong c6 mot cai méc hinh chit L nho nhé. Bay chinh xac
vi tri ban dau cna cai dau bo.

“Con day la cho treo cai riu?” Tiép d6 Shimada lai chi vao mot cho trén twong
bén trai, “Dong bo vdi thanh kiém.”

No6i r6i, anh rdo bwdc vé phia treo thanh kiém, vira di vira quan sat noi that
trong phong.

“C6 ca gwong nay. Hiém khi thdy cé nguoi treo guwong to ¢ phong khach...”

“Anh Shimada.” Samejima sac madt tai nhgt, ttt ndy van giit im lang v&i ‘tham
t’, bay gio khong nén dwgce nita, noi to, “PBu roi day, toi hét chiu noi viéc ditng
trong cai phong nay roi.”

“A, xin 16i, t6i chi mai...” Shimada gii dau, ngoanh nhin ba ngudi, nhung roi
anh mat anh lai tap trung vao xac chét, c@ nhw bi mot céi gi do hut trd lai.

“Qua nhién la thé, van dé nam & ‘hinh dang’.” Shimada noi, r6i tiép tuc cham
chi quan séat cai xadc nam trén viing mau. Anh bwdc ra phia ctta, “Anh Utayama
khong thdy gi ky la a?” Cau héi nhuv dang goi y.

Utayama vat 6c suy nghi, “Thé nhung, day la vi hung thi m6 phong tiéu thuyét
trong may danh chit...”

Muc dich ctia hung thu khi lam thé la gi? D6 mdéi la diéu Shimada mudn biét,
song ‘hién trwdng giét nguwoi’ ma Suzaki miéu ta khong du dé anh tim ra cau tra
10i.
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“Y t6i khong phai vay.” Shimada néi, “Hanh vi ctia hung tht khi mé phéng
tiéu thuyét anh Suzaki viét c6 thé cho la vi han cé tinh cach hodc s& thich bénh
hoan, song n6 khong du dé gidi thich hinh dang ky la cua thi thé nay.

biéu khién t6i chd y nhat & day la tai sao han phai lam cai chuyén thtra gidy vé
voi nhu thé?”

“Chuyén thtra gidy vé voi?”

“Phai. Anh khong nhan ra a?”

“Nhan ra cai gi? Toi...”

“Anh nhé lai ban thdo ctia anh Suzaki di. Poan md& dau miéu ta cai xac duoc
‘trang tri’ thanh con quai thi Minotaur chi viét 1a ‘& vi tri von la cda cai dau thi
lai dat mot thit ky di’, chit khong viét la bi chat dau, roi thé cai dau bo vao do.”

“N6i vay thi...”

“Ctt cho la lam thé thi sé giong con Minotaur, thé nhung, chat han dau cai xac
ra roi thay tiéu ban dau bo vao ddy chang phai trong sé cang giong hon a. Vay tai
sao hung thu khong lam ‘triét dé’?” Shimada lan lwgt nhin Utayama, Keiko va
Samejima nhw chg ho tra 16i, roéi néi thém, “T6i cho rang cé 1€ day la then chot
cua ca sy kién. Vi vay, t6i khong thé khong dat mot gia thiét.”

“Cu thé 1a gi?” Samejima hoi.

“Chting ta vé dai sanh r6i n6i chuyén.” Shimada budc ra khéi phong, bong
dirng lai néi véi Keiko, “Rat c6 thé sau day van phai nho chi gitp da, dugc chir?”
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“Kiyomura dau?” Bon nguoi vé dén dai sanh lic 3 gio 45 phut chiéu.
Shimada héi khi khong thay Kiyomura dau.

“Pi thay quan &o r6i. Anh ay no6i c* mdc pyjama mai thi kho chiu lam.”
Hayashi trd 10i. Tuy n6i vay nhung ban than ciu ciing dang mac bd do ngu kiéu
Au nhau nhi.

“Sao cau khong di thay quan ao ludn thé?”

“A...” Hayashi nhin nha vin Funaoka dang mét méi dya lung vao sofa, “Chi
Funaoka khong mu6n ngoi day mot minh.”

“Ra vay.”

Lat sau, Kiyomura da thay quan 4o xong va quay lai dai sanh. Lic nay anh
mac quan bo mai cii v4i do so mi dai tay mau tim nhat.

“Két thic kham nghiém hién treong roi a?” Kiyomura vira néi giong bdn cot
vira kéo ghé ng6i xuéng bén ban, “Sau day sé tham van nghi pham phai khong?”

“Cling gan gan thé.”

Shimada mim cwdi, ngo6i xuéng doéi dién véi Kiyomura, roi goi moi ngudi tap
trung lai.

“T6i xin noéi vai diéu da dwgc lam r6.” Shimada thuat lai van tat véi ba nha van
vé nhitng thong tin cé dwoc sau khi kham nghiém hién trwong va thi thé ctia nan
nhan. “Poan rang, thoi gian t& vong tir khoang nita dém qua cho dén sang sém
nay. Rat kho xac dinh that cu thé, phai khong chi Keiko?”

Keiko gat dau xac nhan. Shimada néi rang, dé cho chac chan thi anh can moi
ngwoi néu ra bang chitng minh khong c6 mat & hién treong, nhung duwong nhién,
khong ai c6 chitng ¢t ngoai pham trong khoang thdi gian néu trén ca.

“Heé hé...” Kiyomura nhtn vai, “Chi cé dang ‘trén giwvong’ véi ai thi hoa may
m&i ldy duge chitng ¢t ngoai pham.”

Tai sao dén liic nay roi ma cau ta van dua dugc?

Utayama cdm thdy Kiyomura that dang ngo.

Vu giét nguoi xay ra trong Mé Lo Quan ‘khép kin’, va c6 1é hung thta van dang
¢ day...
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Utayama biét, tinh cach cua Kiyomura, sy viéc cang nghiém trong thi cang
thich néi dua néi téu, nhung du 6 thé...

“Toi cho rang van dé dang chd y nhat la...” Shimada lai néu ra cau héi lic nay,
“Tai sao hung tht phai chat dau nan nhan?”

Sau d6 anh nhac lai noi dung da néi & phong khach véi ba nguwoi Utayama.

RO rang la hung thia mo6 phéng Thu cdp ctia Minotaur trong ban thdo ctia nha
van Suzaki, song tai sao han ta (hodc a ta) lai phdi lam cai chuyén thtra gidy vé
voi kia?

“Veé chuyén nay, to6i c6 mot gia thiét. Néu né dung thi day sé la m6t manh moi
rat hitu ich cho viéc tim ra hung thu.” Shimada néi, quan sat phan *ng ctia tirng
nguoi.

“Thé thi, mong anh chi gido cho.” Kiyomura no6i, kinh ngac khi thdy Shimada
cO Ve rat tu tin.

“Véi tiéu thuyét trinh tham, thi day 1a thi logic rat thwong thay. Trong ban thdo
tiéu thuyét cta anh Suzaki thi cai xac dugc trang tri thanh con Minotaur. Cach
thitc mo phong nay c6 ham y gi? Tiéu thuyét chwa hoan thanh ma tac gia da chét
nén ching ta khong thé nao biét dugc. Nhwng hung tha vi mot 1y do nao doé lai
van dung cach thitc m6 phéng ay vdi cai xac that, va thém tinh tiét chat dau cai
xac. Bay gio moi nguwoi nghi tht xem, day la mot van dé rat thyc t€ nhé. Viéc
chadt dau sé c6 hiéu qua cu thé nhu thé nao?”

“Hiéu qua cu thé?” Utayama bat giac lap lai cau héi cia Shimada.

Shimada néi tiép, “Vi dy, chat dau réi thi cai xac sé cang giong quai vat ‘minh
ngwoi dau bo’ trong than thoai Hy Lap. Tuy nhién, t6i e rang hung thu tao ra hinh
anh ay chi vi muén danh ltra ching ta, thuc ra han c6 y do khac. Cé 1€ t6i nghi
hoi nhiéu, nhuwng ma, chat dau thi phai chdy mau. Tiéu thuyét cia anh Suzaki
khong viét tinh tiét nay. Cho nén t6i ngd rang ‘hiéu qua’ nam trong tinh tiét ‘mau
doe’...”

“Méau do?”

“Pung thé.” Shimada gat dau, r6i cham cham, lan lwgt nhin vao tirng nguoi,
“T6i cho rang, khi giét anh Suzaki, chinh hung tha da bi thwong, mau tda ra roi
xuong tham trdi san sang mau. Luc 4y hung tha da roi vao tinh canh cyc ky nguy
hiém, vi dau vét dy qua dé thay nén rat c6 kha nang canh sat sé cho xét nghiém
mau roi dva vao dé dé lan ra tha pham. D6 chinh la 1y do han phai tim cach vo
hiéu héa no di.”
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“A...rathé.”

“Moi nguoi déu biét, tham long trong phong do rat kho lau chui va phi tang
dau mau, thé 1a han ben chat dau nan nhan.”

“Logic trong ‘Dau doan kiém’* chit gi? Cay phai gidu trong rirng, néu khong
c6 rung thi phai tao ra.”

“Anh Utayama néi qua ding. Cho nén, hung tht lam thé 1a vi can giau vét mau
ctia minh. Vay thi, tiép theo...” Shimada lai nhin mot Iwgt quanh ban, khién nét
mat ai cling cang citng vi ho doan dwgc anh sap néi nhitng gi, “Tw nady toi da dé y
quan sat, trong chung ta khong c6 ai bi thwong chdy mau ca.”

“Anh dinh cho kham than thé moi ngwoi & day chac?” Kiyomura nhin vai, noi.

“Pirng c6 dua. Sao phai lam dén mitc day?” Funaoka gat lén.

Shimada v0i gio tay ngan co.

“Thdi ndo, tdi chira titng néi mudn kham than thé. O hién trudng khong c6 dau
vét chitng t6 anh Suzaki vat 16n v6i hung thd, theo t6i, hung tha da bat thinh linh,
tan cong anh ay. Khong danh nhau ma bi thwong, thi vét thwong chi c6 thé nam &
cac phan da thit hd, vi du mat, tay, hodac chan phu nit 16 ra bén duwdi gau vay.
Khong c6 kha nang bi thwong & bung hoac lung...”

“Thé thi madi anh nhin cho ky di.” Funaoka dat hai tay 1én ban va xan 6ng tay
ao len, “Toi khong bi thuwong. Ciling nén xem chan di?”

“Khong. Phai nho nit gidi chi.”

“Cha. Thi ra anh cfing rat biét ton trong phu ni.”

“M0i cac anh chi khac xan tay 4o dé t6i nhin, dwgc chi?”

Shimada ndi, roi anh ty kéo tay ao Ién cao.

Nam ngudi con lai cling lam theo, déu xan tay ao va chia tay ra. Mudi hai cang
tay dat 1én ban, canh twgng nay that ky quai.

“Khong ai bi thwong ca.” Utayama noi.

Shimada gat dau.

“Khong ai bi thuwong & tay. Mat va c6, chiing ta déu nhin ro ca roi.”

“Em phai 13t t6c 1én dé moi nguwdi nhin gdy chit?” Kiyomura n6i véi Funaoka.

Funaoka thg dai, lwvom anh ta. “Pwgc thoi. Ci tw nhién.” Funaoka duwa tay vén
téc lén, “Nhin di. T6i vo t0i nhé.”

Tiép theo, ni* xem chan nhau. Béu khong c6 vét thuwong.

“Bay gio...” Shimada khong nan long, tiép tuc néi, “Van con mot kha nang...”

“Anh lai c6 t6i kién gi nita thé?” Funaoka nhwéng may.
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“Kha nang nay c6 thé bi coi la phan cdm, may ma vg anh Utayama ciing c6
mat ¢ day.”

“T6i?” Keiko ngac nhién, “Y anh Shimada 1a gi?”

“Van la van dé bi thwong, méu roi ra tham trdi san... Bay gio chi c6 thé nghi
dén mau mii.”

“Mau miii?” Kiyomura md rong hai tay ra vé khoa truong, “Ha ha... anh dinh
moi nit bac si khoa Tai Miii Hong kham cho moi nguoi day a?”

“Mau miii r6t xuong san, chitng té chdy mau rat nhiéu, thwa bac si, kham miii
c6 thé xac dinh miii bi chdy méau cach day hon mudi tiéng dong ho khong?”

Keiko hoi Iing ting trwedc van dé Shimada néu ra, tra 161, “T6i nghi, kiém tra
vach trong ctia miii c6 thé xac dinh dugc.”

“Thé thi xin nho chi.”

“Nhung toi khong c6 dung cu.”

“Cé thé dung thi gi do thay thé khong?”

“ft ra phai c6 dén soi.”

“But den dugc khong? Toi c6 mot cay nay.”

“Pu r6i ddy.” Funaoka ditng thang day, 16n tiéng “Bdy gid lai bay tro hé kham
mili, toi khong lam dau.”

“Néu co ct khang khang thi toi cling khong ép. Kham miii bén ngoai bénh vién
ding la chuyén khéi hai.” Shimada ha thap giong, nghiém khac néi, “Tuy nhién,
c6 nén chuan bi tw twéng chap nhan bi dwa vao dién tinh nghi.”

Shimada vé phong minh 1ay buit den dwa cho Keiko kiém tra miii cia moi nguoi.
Funaoka ldc dau t6 ra rat khoé chiu, cudi cung néi ‘T6i khéng mudn bi nghi ngo la
hung tha’, va chap nhan kiém tra.

Shimada ding gan dién thoai dit & goc phong, nhin cac nghi pham ding vay
quanh ban chd kham miii, canh twong nay c6 phan hai hwéc. Utayama ciing c6 y
quan sat vé mat va ctr chi cta ho.

Kiyomura hoa chan mua tay va khong ngdt no6i nhitng 10i chdm biém. Funaoka
madt nang nhv chi, day vé bat man. Hayashi bu6n bd ngéi thu lu mot cho.
Samejima im ldang, ng6i man mé bao thudc la.

Khong ai c6 dong tac nao dang ngo.
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Kiém tra xong Kiyomura, Hayashi, Saniejima va Funaoka, Keiko khong néi ai
c6 dau hiéu bi chdy mau miii cd. Tiép theo la Utayama, anh hoi cang thang ngoi
treéc mat vo.

“Niém mac mdii bi ran.” Keiko phat biéu, “Nén cai thuoc di thoi.”

Da thay roi chit! Funaoka tham nghi, c6 It mat nhin Shimada.

“Bay gio chi con anh Shimada.”

“A...”

Shimada cam thay rat bat ngo vi khong c6 “tng vién’ nao phu hgp. Anh nhéch
mép, lac dau, r6i budc lai dé dugce kiém tra. Két qua van la con s6 khong.

“Van con ngudi chwa kiém tra.” Kiyomura néi, “La ba giup viéc. Va, chinh
bac si Keiko nita.”

“Anh Shimada.” Keiko dwa but déen cho Shimada, “Phién anh kiém tra mtii toi,
duoc khong?”

“Ha?”

“Toi cling khong muon bi nghi ngd. Xin nhd anh.”

“Nhung toi khong phai bac si.”

“T6i biét. Khong sao ca.” Keiko dat cai dén vao tay Shimada, “Ch6 vach mii
ngan hai bén 16 miii, bén dwdi né la 16p sun ‘mang tinh mach Kisselbach’. Anh ty
dwa ngon tay vao miii la biét ngay.”

“Vang.”

“Méu mii thwong chdy ra tir d6, cho nén chi can xem mang tinh mach nay c6
mau dong hodc vét seo hay khong la dugc.”

“Thé thi...”

Keiko ngang cam lén, dé Shimada soi den vao 16 miii c6. Lat sau, anh lac dau
khé ndi, “Xin 16i. Khong thdy gi khac thwong.”

Ba gia giip viéc Kadomatsu ciing bi goi ra. V&i 1y do ‘chuyén nay rat quan
trong’, ba cling bi kiém tra: chan va tay khong cé vét thwong, tiép do la kham
miii, cling khong c6 diu hiéu chay mau.

“Tro choi két thiuc chwa?” Kiyomura lanh lung liéc Shimada dang chim trong
suy nghi, “T6i da noi la logic cta tiéu thuyét trinh tham khong thé dung dé pha an
trong hién thuc dugc dau.”
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“T6i cho rang, ching ta phdi tiép tuc cudc thi sang tac theo 10i dan do cia
thay Miyagaki.” Kiyomura ditng day, chong tay 1én ban, néi véi giong ran
réi, “Toi biét tinh hinh hién gio rat nghiém trong: mot ngwoi bi giét, mot
ngwoi mat tich, song di chiic cua thay van c6 hiéu lue, day la thuc té. Buong
nhién néu trong s6 ching ta c6 ké sat hai anh Suzaki nham giam bét déi thu
canh tranh, thi ké dé tat sé bi twdc quyén du thi. Tuy nhién, tredc mat ching
ta van chwa thé xac dinh ai la hung tha.”

“Nhung, Kiyomura...” Utayama nai.

Kiyomura phét 10 Utayama, ti€p tuc ndi, “Néu bado t6i tir béd quyén thira ké
mon tai san khong 16 ay thi toi cling khong thé chap nhan. Bang nao thi hién gio
cling phai cho doi, ching ta chang tha cit tiép tuc cudc thi con hon la ng6i suéng
chang lam gi ca. Du thay Miyagaki da mat, linh hon cua thay van dang nhin
ching ta...”

“Nhung, Kiyomura nay.” Utayama 16n tiéng héi, “Trong tinh hinh hién tai ma
cau van co6 thé sang tac tiéu thuyét dugc a?”

“T6i c6 thé.” Kiyomura ty tin mim cuwoi, “Hayashi va Funaoka cling dau da noi
sé tir bo quyén 1gi, dung khéng?”

Hai nha van bi goi dich danh nhin nhau, ho chwa kip nghi ra cau tra 10i.

“A...” Hayashi n6i, “Néu tiép tuc cudc thi ma khong c6 mit anh Ino thi c6 anh
huwéng gi khong?”

“Anh ta chang qua chi la ngwdi cha tri, con bang ghi am va bitc thw cta thay
van dé trong phong doc nén sé khong anh huwéng gi ca. vVa...”

Kiyomura nhin Shimada van con ban khoan vi sit suy doan khong c6 két qua gi
cta minh, tir ndy dén gio chi im lang, khong ngirng di ngoén tay theo van go cua
chiéc ban, roi tiép tuc ndi, “Du cac anh chi cé cho rang t6i t6i mat vi tién, vo tinh
vO nghia, thi t6i cling chap nhan. Véi sy kién da xdy ra, toi c6 céi nhin cua riéng
minh. T6i nghi khac v6i anh Shimada.” Luc nay, nhitng ng6n tay ctia Shimada
bong dirng lai, Kiyomura néi tiép, “Trong thé gidi truyén trinh tham, nha van
nhat dinh phai bay ra cdc tinh tiét phitc tap dé thu hit doc gia, cé diéu cudc song
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thuc té thi khac han, rat hiém khi thay hung thu st dung quy ké ma manh day bat
ngo.

“Ciling nhr anh Shimada kién tri cai thit ‘logic chat dau’, ding la rat hgp tinh
hop ly va thu vi, song két qua ra sao chiing ta déu thay r6i. T6éi cho rang sy kién
da xdy ra con c6 rat nhiéu cach giai thich khac.”

“Vi dy, hung thd mudn viéc mé phéng Minotaur song dong nhu that nén mai
chat dau thi thé. Han chwa chat dit han, cé thé do sg hai khi nhin thdy mau me.
Hodc 1a, hung thu rat cam han anh Suzaki, phai chat dau anh 4y thi méi ha da...”

Shimada cting khong phan bac.

“Vay Kiyomura, cau nghi sao?” Samejima vira hit thu6c vira hoi.

Kiyomura khé ‘ht’, r6i nhin ra ctra, ctra nay thong ra cau thang di 1én mat dat.
“T6i cho rang hung thu khéng con & trong khu nha nay nita.”

Can phong bong x6n xao, moi anh mat déu dé don vao Kiyomura.

“Anh Shimada cho rang thw ky Ino Mitsuo mat tich, la do da bi giét & mot x6
xinh nao do, nhan dinh nay khong théa dang.”

“Con cau, cho rang Ino Mitsuo la hung tha chi¢ gi?” Shimada hai.

Kiyomura tim tim cwdi, “Mot nguwdi bi giét, r6i mot nguwdi mat tich. Nguoi
mat tich nay lai cé chia khéa m& ctra chinh, thi anh ta - Ino Mitsuo, dwong nhién
la ké dang nghi nhat. Thé ma dén gi¢ van chwa ai nghi dén diéu nay, that khong
sao hiéu n6i.”

“Pong co la gi?” Lan nay Utayama lén tiéng héi, “Tai sao Ino Mitsuo phai giét
anh Suzaki? va viéc mo phéong do...”

“Du dong co la gi cling vay. C6 thé la vi m6t nguyén nhan nao dé ma chung ta
khong biét, khién Ino Mitsuo oan han anh Suzaki. Nhw ltic nay da noéi, nhan tinh
hudng dac biét lién quan dén khodan tién kéch xu phat sinh anh ta da ndy ra suy
nghi thtta dip nay thanh toan han cii r6i than nhién & lai nhw binh thvong. Nhung
sau khi giét nguoi, anh ta lai nghi khac, réi Iwa chon bé tron. Nhot ching ta & day,
cat day dién thoai, vai hom sau canh sat méi biét, thé la qua da dé anh ta tron dén
bat c¥ dau. Nghi nhu thé nay khong sat véi thuc té hon sao?”

Kiyomura hai tay chong nanh, chd moi ngwoi phat biéu.

Hayashi va Funaoka nhin Kiyomura bang anh mat khac, ca hai c6 vé dao dong
trwdc lap luan cho rang ‘Ino Mitsuo la hung tht’. Shimada chi nhin hai ban tay
minh, im lang.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Gia st d6 la s that.” Samejima cham thudc 14, “Thi cé thé ‘logic chat dau’
ma anh Shimada néi ltic ndy ciing ding.”

“Co 1€ thé.” Kiyomura gat dau, nghiém tic noi, “Néu moi nguwdi dong tinh véi
1ap luan cua to6i, thi viéc kham mdi vira ndy la minh chitng cho né. Vi két qua la
khong ai trong ching ta c6 dau hiéu chdy mau. Ngudoi duy nhat c6 thé ‘phu hgp
diéu kién’ 1a Ino Mitsuo hién dang mat tich.”

“Chinh xac.”

Thye ky Ino Mitsuo 1a hung tht sat hai Suzaki Shosuke. Moi ngudi dang dan
ngd theo két luan nay.

Utayama du van con ban khoan nhung ciling cho rang cach nghi cia Kiyomura
twong doi théa dang. Anh nhin vg ng6i bén, hinh nhw Keiko cling nhw anh.

“Thé 1a 6n ca roi.” Kiyomura né nu cuwdi ctia nguwdi chién thang, “T6i nhac lai
quan diém cta minh, it ra la trong thoi gian quy dinh, néu khong c6 ai dén day
giip do, chung ta nén lam theo di chiic cua thay Miyagaki, tiép tuc cudc thi lva
chon ngudi thira ké tai san. Cac anh chi nghi sao?”

“R0 ro6i.” Funaoka nhu thoat ra khoi mé 10n x0n, nham mat, néi, “Néu c6 thé,
toi cling khong muon tir bé quyeén lgi.”

“Hayashi?”

Hayashi khé khép mat nhin xuéng. “T6i... toi cling...”

“Vay chung ta nhat tri thé nhé.” Kiyomura hai long gat dau, roi lan lwgt nhin
Samejima, Utayama va Shimada.

“Ba chung t6i déu tiép tuc. Buwong nhién, chac ‘hoi dong cham thi’ cling sé
giip mot tay, nhi.”
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chuwong 6

TAC PHAM THU HAI
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Anh nhan ra minh dang quanh quan trong mét mé cung t6i om.

Loi di hep véi mot mau xam xit, anh den trén twong chap chon lay lat.

Boéng anh kéo dai tir gét, lic dam lic nhat, Iic nén lai lac gian ra, thay doi lién
tuc theo moi budc chan. Hoa vai tiéng 10p cop vang vong trong khong gian, trong
n6 nhu dang nhay mot diéu nhay quai di.

bay la...?

Utayama bong thay minh nhw bi bao phu béi rat nhiéu nghi van.

Cho nay...

Anh dirng buéc, ngodi lai nhin. Tredc mat la mot hanh lang dai hun hit chay
tit ra xa, roi bi bong t6i nuot chirng.

... bay la dau?

Anh ngang nhin lén tran, chi thdy mét man dém den kit. Hon nita, hinh nhw n6
cang lic cang tré nén dam dac, dé nang lén dau.

Pay rot cudc la noi nao?

Meé cung... mé, cung... day la, hanh lang mé cung trong Mé Lo Quan? La
cong trinh dwdi mat dat cia bac Miyagaki, hodac cia 6ng Nakamura Seiji?

... Khong, khong phai.

bén gan twong khong giong, anh den lay lat... khong phai dén dién. La anh
dudc thi phai?

San cling khac, hanh lang Mé L6 Quan lat gach nhya mau ndu sam, con &
day... lat da.

Anh lac vao dau thé nay?

Cho anh dang ditng la mot nga tw. Trén twdng, hai bén cho ré déu treo mét na
trang. Bén phai la con su ti* da dang nhe nanh, bén trai la ngya mét sing.

Nén di dau, ré phai hay ré trai? Hay ct ditng mai day?

Cop... cop...

Pau dé vang lén tiéng buwdc chan.

Cop... cop... cop... cop...
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N6 phét ra tir dau? Pang truwdc, dang sau, bén phai, bén trai... anh khong nhan
ra duwgc am thanh ay dén tir hwéng nao.

Néu khong chay tron...

Nhung ro rang anh chang cé 1y do gi dé nghi nhu thé ca.

Néu khong mau chay di...

Anh quyét dinh ré phai. Vi qua voi vang, hai chan anh veéng vao nhau suyt
ngd. Anh lap tic dirng lai, ding vitng, roi chay hét téc luc.

Cop... cop... cop...

Tiéng budc chan cta ‘han’ at ca tiéng buwdc chan anh. Anh dang bi bam theo.
Du khong biét han la ai, anh cling van phai chay thoi, quyét khong thé dé han tom
dwgc. Bang moi gia, nhat dinh phai thoat khéi han.

Phia trudce lai c6 cho ré.

La mdt nga ba, hai dwong ré hai bén nam chénh chéch so véi truc dwong anh
vlra chay qua.

Pruing thé, khong sai.

bay khong phai Mé Lo Quan ma anh biét. Mé Lo Quan khong c6 nga ba giong
thé nay.

Tiéng buwdc chan cua han lai vang 1én, cang lic cang gan hon.

Lam thé nao ma anh tit Mé Lo Quéan di vao cai mé cung xa la nay? Ba khong
con thoi gian dé binh tinh suy nghi nita, Utayama ré trai, tiép tuc chay.

Doc duwong, anh ré tdi ré lui khong biét bao nhiéu lan... cudi cung, anh chay
dén tredc mot canh ctra.

MINOTAUR. Nhin thdy dong chit nay khac trén tdm bién dong gan & canh
clra, anh cang thém nghi hoac.

bay la...?

Anh dwong nhién biét n6 la gi. Chang phai la ctira phong Minotaur a?

Thé ra ndy gio anh van & trong hanh lang mé cung cia Mé Lo Quan?

Cop... cop... cop...

Han sap dudi kip anh r6i. Ct nhw han biét tredc anh sé chay di dau vay.

Utayama m@ ctta, chay bo vao phong. Thi thé Suzaki Shosuke van dang nam
trén san...

“A ha... anh Utayama.” Kiyomura khé huo tay, “Anh sao thé? Mat mii tai
nhot?”
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Kiyomura, Hayashi, Funaoka, cd nha phé binh Samejima déu dang ngo6i trén
sofa tro chuyén vui vé, doi dién la Shimada va Keiko dang twa vao bitc twong nau
do, nhin anh vdi vé kho tin.

Anh hét sitc kinh ngac, sau d6 lung ting dwa mat nhin bon phia.

Bén trai, thi thé Suzaki Shosuke dam mau van nam ngwra trén tham, cai dau
chwa bi dit han ngoeo sang mot bén... song khong thay céi tiéu ban dau bo dau
nita. Thé nay la sao?

“Chuyeén quai quy gi ¢ day...”

Pring lic anh m& miéng dinh héi thi phia sau lung c6 tiéng mé civa.

Anh 1ap tttc ngoanh lai, chi thdy & day c6 mot ngudi... khéng, 1a mét con quai
vat cao hon 2 mét, than hinh co bap do s6 moc day 16ng 14, trén c6 né la mot cai
dau bo den si.

“Ching ta déu la vat té song.” Gigng no6i khan khan phét ra tr cai dau da bi
chat cta nha van Suzaki Shosuke, “Can c6 bdy thiéu nién va bay thiéu ni* lam vat
té, hién cho quai vat trong mé cung.”

“Béi vi khong c6 thiéu nién ciing nhu thiéu nit, n6 rat tic gian.” Kiyomura ho
hitng noi tiép, “Va so6 lugng cling khéng da. Banh chiu théi.”

Quai vat minh ngudi dau bo dang cam mét cdi riu dinh mau dé sam. Hai con
mat thuy tinh lanh 1€o 16e sang, né gio riu 1én cao.

... La mo.

bung. bung thé. Pay chac chan chi 1a mot con ac mong.

Ay vay ma cai riu kia van khong ngirng di chuyén.

Chi la giac mo.

Cai riu tr tir bo xuéng dau Utayama.

La mo.

Moi th? tréc mat anh bi nhudém mot mau dé sam.

Mo...

Utayama choang tinh vi tiéng thét ctia chinh minh. Anh m& mat, nhitng hinh
anh song dong ctia con 4&c mong vtra roi van con han sau trong tri nhé. Anh ra stc
lac dau, hy vong xua dugce chiing ra khoi ky tc.

Anh t ti* ngo6i day, thdy minh mé héi dam dia, toan than gia lanh, tim dap lién
hoi, hoi thé gap gap.

Khong thé chiu noi nita.
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Can phong t6i om, chi c6 vai tia sang yéu 6t hat xuong qua 16p thay tinh trén
tran nha.

Utayama hit sdu mot hoi, chg ban than binh tinh lai. Nhung khi d6i mat bat
dau quen vGi bong t6i, anh chgt cam thdy tredc mat cé6 nguwdi dang cham chu
nhin minh. Anh 1ap titc ctitng nguwdi vi sg, song nhin k§ méi thay do chi 1a bong
cta ban than phén chiéu trong tim gwong to trén twong.

Oi, minh ding 1a...

Khong gian tinh mich khién Utayama cdm thay cyc ky bitc boi. Anh buéc ra
bat cong tac quat thong gio, tién tay rit 1dy mot diéu ti bao thudc dat trén ban,
cham Itra.

Vira doi mat theo lan khoi tir tir bay 1én cao, anh vira suy tu.

Nhu vay liéu c6 dugce khong? Cii dé thé nay co that s 6n khong?

Mot noi bat an dang trao trong tim. R6i hinh phéc thdo cda noéi bat an ay dan
dan tré nén ro nét.
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2

Moi ngudi tan thanh y kién cia Kiyomura: tiép tuc cudc thi sang tac.

Lic gan 5 gio chiéu, moi ngwoi roi dai sanh, ba nha van tré vé phong minh dé
tiép tuc viét. Theo ké hoach, bon ho sé an bita t6i vao 8 gig, van dé la ba gitp
viéc van con bi soc ké tir khi phat hién xac chét, cit nang nac doi trd vé nha minh
nén Samejima phai kién nhan giai thich hoi 1au, ba ta mdi bang long tiép tuc & lai
nau com cho moi nguai.

Sau d6 Samejima tr¢ vé phong minh thay quan 4o, vg chong Utayama ng6i lai
dai sanh. Shimada van mdc bo do6 thé thao, ng6i chéng cam trén ban, cii dau,
trong nhw dang suy nghi rat lung, hoac dang ngu gat.

Phdi dén hon 8 gio, trén ban mdi c6 com t6i. Utayama khong doi cac nha van
dén, xGdi com an qua loa r6i mé& ta 14y chai regu whisky dé dem vé phong udng,
xong, anh giuc Keiko dung léen.

“Anh Utayama.” Shimada bong 1én tiéng, “Anh that si cho rang Ino la hung
tha giét anh Suzaki va da tron khoi noi nay roi, phai thé khong?”

Utayama khong thé phan bac. Anh dinh bdo ‘Dung day’, song méi vira map
may thi anh lai nghi ngo y nghi d6 cua minh, “That vay sao?’

Cudi cung, anh chi c6 thé tra 16i mot cach mo ho, “Cé 18...”

“Han moi nguwdi déu hy vong ddy la sy that?” Shimada nhiu may, néi tiép,
“Quan diém cta Kiyomura, xét t* mot y nghia nao do, la 1é dwong nhién. Co thé
no6i do 1a cach giai thich hgp ly nhat. Nhuwng néi di cling phdi no6i lai, anh cé nghi
nhw vay qué don gian roi khong?”

“T6i chang hiéu gi hét.” Utayama dap rat that long.

“Anh Utayama a...”

“Xin 10i, t6i da... qua mét mai. Bay gio t6i khong mudn nghi nggi gi nita.”

D6 cling 1a 16i ndi that. Anh nhin Keiko, c6 cling c6 vé rat ué oai. Du sao thi
dém nay ho ciing nén vé phong ma nghi ngoi sém. Ca hai néi ‘Chic ngu ngon’
roi cat budc.

“Thé thi... anh Utayama, t6i c6 viéc nay muon thinh gido anh.” Shimada goi.

“La viéc gi?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Anh da bao gio nghe 6ng Miyagaki néi vé viéc trong khu nha nay c6 cho nao
do dung ky xao danh lwra thi giac chwa?”

“Ky xdo danh lura thi giac?”

“Vang. Vi du nhv dueong ngam hay phong bi mat gi d6?”

“Cai nay...” Utayama vat 6c suy nghi.

Co6 1& Shimada nhé dén diém chung cua nhitng khu nha do kién tric sw
Nakamura Seiji thiét ké nén méi héi vay.

Utayama 10 mo nhé da tirng nghe néi rang, cac cong trinh ay déu cé dac trung
ly tha la st dung ‘ky xdo’ khi xdy dyng. Nhuwng Mé Lo Quan nay c6 khong?
Khong biét, it ra l1a anh khong biét.

Gan 9 gio t6i, vo chong Utayama buwdc ra hanh lang dé trd vé phong. Doc
dwong, ho gap Samejima dang trén duong dén dai sanh. Chao hoi xong, hai nguai
tiép tuc di vé phia phong minh.

“Pen duai qud, xay ra bao nhiéu chuyén...” Utayama nam tay Keiko, héi, “Em
khong sao cha?”

“Vang.”

“Em nghi thé nao?”

“Cai gi thé nao?”

“Cau néi ctia Shimada ldc ndy. Rang chiing ta mudn tin quan diém cua
Kiyomura la dung.”

“Em cling khong biét nita.” Keiko néi, kem theo tiéng thé dai, “Anh Shimada
1ap luan rat hop ly, c6 diéu ching ta da kiém tra miii va khong thay ai dang ngo
ca. Chi minh thw ky Ino Mitsuo la khong kiém tra duwgc, cho nén...”

“Cling phai.”

Utayama dé nghi dém nay ca hai & chung phong cho yén tam, song Keiko mim
cuwoi véi anh, “Khong can phai thé dau. Hai nguwdi nam chung mét cai givdng don
thi qua chat, lai c6 thém dia con trong bung nira.”

“Nhung...”

Tam thoi ¢t cho Ino Mitsuo la hung thd, néu han van dang an nau trong khu
nha nay thi sao? Hodc 13, han trén ra r6i va da quay tré vao thi sao? Han con c6
chia khéa ctia tat ca cac phong. O mot minh chdng phai rat nguy hiém a?

Utayama no6i ra nhitng méi nguy nay, Keiko van nhe nhang an ui, “Khong sao
dau, anh a. Em s€ cai then & trong. Hon nita em cho rang, nhin t&* moi goc do, thi
em khong cé gia tri gi dé hung thu phai tan cong cd.”
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“Em khong sg a?”

“Khong han. Em chi dang git binh tinh thoi. Néu hai chiing ta & mot phong,
khong thé hut thudc thi anh sé kho chiu day.”

Cuodi cung, bon ho van moi nguwdi mét phong. Utayama dan di dan lai ¢c6 ‘Néu
c6 chuyén gi thi phdi goi anh ngay’, sau d6 cling vé phong minh.

Anh nam vat ra giwong, ca thé xac lan tinh than déu mét moi cuc do, chai rugu
cam veé ciing chang thiét rét ra. Tat dén, nham mat lai. Vai phit sau, anh da di vao
giac ngu.

... May gio r6i?

Anh bong tinh ddy, nhin dong ho trén c6 tay trai. Anh bdm nit mé dén dong
h6, man hinh phat ra 4nh sang mau cam, dé hang chir s6 hién 1én ro hon.

1:40 A.M.

Nhu vay liéu c6 dugc khong?

Trong bong t6i chi c6 chit anh sdng nay, Utayama ti€p tuc suy nghi.

Cu dé thé nay c6 that sy 6n khong?

Sau khi ngu vai tiéng dong ho, anh thady d& mét moi hon nhiéu. Pau 6c da tinh
tdo han, va anh nhan ra: cit tiép tuc thé nay thi khong 6n chait nao.

Anh that sy cho rang Ino la hung tha giét anh Suzaki va da tron khoi noi nay
1o0i, phai thé khong?

Khi Shimada héi cau ay, anh da khong thé tra 10i.

Logic chat dau da chitng minh trong bdy nguwdi con lai, ké ca ba giip viéc
Kadomatsu la tdm, khéng c6 ai 1a hung tht. Song, néu hung thi nam ngoai logic
cta Shimada thi sao?

Co6 1€ han chdt dau anh Suzaki chi bat nguén tr long cam han. Ciing c6 thé
khong lién quan dén cam han hodc ly tri, han chi bong duwng phat cuéng va chat
dau anh dy. Hodc la mot nguyén nhan nao doé khac...

Néu nghi thé roi 1ap luan rang ‘thw ky Ino Mitsuo 1a hung th’, thi ding la nhw
Shimada da no6i, ‘hgp ly nhat’ nhung lai ‘qua gidn don’. Vi vay, khong thé hoan
toan phu dinh kha nang hung thu la mot ké khac, khong phai Ino Mitsuo.

Vé dong co giét nguwdi, cé 1€ van lién quan dén cudc thi viét van dé thira ké tai
san khong 16 cling nén. Suzaki Shosuke la ngudi c6 kha nang doat gidi cao nhat
trong bon nha van, Utayama da danh gia nhw vay.
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Ma thé thi chwa biét chirng, Kiyomura nguwdi chu triong tiép tuc cudc thi va
cho rang Ino la hung tht, méi that sy 1a ké giét nguwdi? Néu khong sé la Hayashi
trong c6 vé yéu 6t that tha, hodc Funaoka vira nhin thay xac chét thi sg dén bat
tinh?

Néu tinh thém cac dong co ma khong ai biét nita thi dién tinh nghi sé cang mé&
rong...

Samejima, Shimada, ba gitp viéc, ai trong s6 ho ciing déu cé thé la ké cuong
sat c6 bo mat tw bi. Khach quan ma néi, thi ngay ca Keiko va anh cling ndm trong
nhitng ngwoi bi tinh nghi ay.

Néu Ino khong phai hung thad, rat cé6 kha nang anh ta mat tich la vi da bi hung
tha thue su sat hai. Trong truong hop dé, chac chan hung tha da lay dwgc chum
chia kh6a m¢ tat ca ctra cia khu nha nay.

Tiép tuc cudc thi sang tac thé nay la hanh vi ding dan sao, du ton trong di chic
ctia nha van Miyagaki dén dau, hodc du ly do 1a vi hién gio khong thé lién lac vGi
bén ngoai di nita?

Anh nghi, diéu nay khong binh thudng.

Vi bay gio da cé it nhat mot ngudi bi giét. That ky cuc khi c6 gwong gan cho
n6é mot ly do dé roi dwa ra cach thite ng pho kiéu day. Khong hop 1€ chit nao.

Anh cam chai whisky trén ban 1én, uéng mot ngum.

“Khong hgp 1é thwong.” Anh ti 1am bam, “Néu minh khong lam gi...”

Ctra chinh that sy khong thé phéa sao? Chi can pha duwgc civa lwdi ¢ cau thang,
ho c6 thé vao nha kho dé tim cong cu. Hodc 1a, néu qua that c6 dwong ngam nhw
Shimada gia dinh...

Du thé nao di nita, treéc hét phai tim dwgc cach thoat ra ngoai, va, phai lap tic
cham dit cudc thi sang tac khong binh thudong nay.

Mot khi y nghi ay da ndy sinh thi anh khong thé phét 16 n6 dwoc nita.

Anh lai uéng mot ngum rwou, sau dé6 mac cai o len xé nguwe ra ngoai chiéc so
mi dai tay nhan nham.

Phai di gdp cau ta.

Cau ta, tic Kiyomura.

Néu khong thé thuyét phuc cau ta...

Nguwoi dé nghi tiép tuc cudc thi 1a Kiyomura, phan doi lién lac véi bén ngoai
cling la Kiyomura.
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Nhét dinh phai néi chuyén vdi cdu ta. Néu can thiét, anh sé ti* bo vai tro ‘giam
khédo’ dé cudng ché cham ditt cudc thi.

Utayama lai nhin dong ho, da gan 2 gio sang. Gia nhu con thitc, han Kiyomura
dang ngoi go chit trong phong riéng.

Quyét dinh xong xudi, anh budc ra khoi phong.
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DPén hanh lang van sang.

Utayama lan tdi quan 13y ra to so dé6 mat bang, xac dinh dudng di dén phong
Theseus cua Kiyomura.

Budc dugce vai budc, anh ¢d y dirng lai, cang tai lang nghe. Ngoai tiéng vong
cta tiéng buwdc chan anh, chang con bat ¢t am thanh nao khac.

Utayama hit sdu mét hoi r6i tiép tuc di. C6 thé la vi qua mét méi nén udng
rvou dé say hon ngay thudng, anh di ma c* c6 cam gidc minh nhw dang choi voi
trong khong khi.

Sau vai lan ré, anh di dén tuyén dwong thang noi lién mot mach ti dai sanh dén
phong khach phia Bac.

Twong mau cat, cach quang lai c6 anh den vang le 16i, dugi chan lat gach nhya
nau sam, trén tran...

bung roi, c6 thé khang dinh rang, anh chac chan dang di trong hanh lang mé
cung cua Mé Lo Quan.

Anh dang sg cai gi chi?

Chang 1€ moi thit sé tiép dién nhw trong con 4c mong kia?

Khong thé nao.

... Chung ta la vat té song.

Giong khan khan ctia Suzaki Shosuke vang vang bén tai.

... lam vat té, hién cho quai vat trong mé cung.

Utayama bwdc nhanh dan, nhw bi chinh buéc chan cia minh truy dudi. i hét
tuyén hanh lang hwéng vé phia Nam, anh lai ditng chan lang nghe. Rét yén tinh.

Nhuwng anh van cam thay cé ngwoi khac dang di trong mé cung. Anh di han
ciling di, anh ditng han cling dirng. Cai cam giac nay...

Di dén hanh lang hinh chit U, 16i di trai dai vé phia Bac, bén trai c6 16 cho ré,
moi bitc twong & d6 déu treo mot mat na trang.

Cho ré dau tién, sé di dén phong Cocalus, noi Shimada 6.

Lic nay anh dy dang lam gi nhi? Hay la goi anh 4y ra, r6i ca hai cung di dén
cho Kiyomura?
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Utayama chgt nghi ra cach nay, nhung roi lai 1ap tic day né ra khéi dau. Anh
nén di mot minh trwéc da. Khong biét tai sao song anh cit c6 cam giac nhw day la
sit ménh ctia minh.

Anh lai nhin t¢ so d6. Xac dinh phong Theseus cua Kiyomura & cho ré tha 13.

1, 2, 3...

Anh dém mat na trén twong, tr tir budc di.

Nhitng con mat trang béch khong trong, dwéi anh sang yéu 6t ctia hanh lang,
mang lai cam giac vo cung ky di.

6,7,8...

Kiyomura sé phan tng nhw thé nao nhi? Chac sé van vay, cuoi khay vdi 1oi dé
nghi cta anh va n6i, “Pén lic nay réi ma anh con néi vé van gi thé? Hung thu la
Ino Mitsuo, va han da khéng con trong khu nha nay nita.”

Nhwng, cau ta c6 that sy tin vao diéu do6 khong? Cé thé trong tham tam, cau ta
cling khong that su tin suy doan cia minh la ding, a khong, biét dau chinh cau ta
la hung thu giét anh Suzaki...

11, 12, r6i 13.

L6i nay.

Utayama nhin con su tt¢ da dang nhe nanh, r6i buéc vao cho ré.

bi hét duong, ré trai, ré phai, dén cho ré tiép theo thi ré trai, sau doé ré phai.
Tiép tuc ré trai, ré phai, ré phai, roi lai ré trai...

Pén tredc mot canh ctra mau den tim, Utayama muon nhin tdm bién cho chac
chan, song khong thay gi trén cira ca.

A, cau ta tiing néi 1a tdm bién Theseus bi roi mat.

Du vay, Utayama van cam thay c6 diéu gi d6 khong 6n. Khong phaéi vi & ctra
khong c6 tam bién. Néu khong phadi thé... thi rot cudc la vi nguyén nhan nao?

“Kiyomura.” Utayama g6 ctta, “T6i la Utayama. Rat xin 16i, vi dén lam phién
cau luc khuya khoat thé nay.”

Khong dap. Utayama dirng lai, r6i tiép tuc go ctra manh hon.

“Kiyomura?”

Van khong c6 hoi am.

Anh chu y lang nghe. Khong cé dong tinh gi.

Khe ctra c6 anh den lot ra khong? Khong co.

Cau ta ngu roi a?
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Khong thé nao. Ngay 5 la két thic cudc thi sang tac, chi con ba ngay nita. Tuy
binh thudng sang tac kha nhanh nhwng Utayama khong tin bay gio Kiyomura van
c6 thé yén tam ma ngu dugc.

Hay la Kiyomura da sang phong khac, vi du nhu dai sanh, hoac phong giai tri?

Utayama hoi that vong, song van thir van tay nam ctta. Thé nay la sao? Ctra
khong khéa.

Hét strc ky la.

Cho rang Ino Mitsuo la hung tha, tuy 1ap luan rang han da tron khoi khu nha
nay, nhung sau khi xdy ra mét vu giét nguwoi ma dém hom nam ngu hodc di ra
ngoai lai khong khda ctra, thi kh6 ma néi rang ngudi nay co6 tu duy binh thuong
dugc. Kiyomura von khong thuéc mau ngudai dac biét lac quan kiéu ay.

Theé thi...

Utayama van manh tay nam, mé cira.

“Kiyomura.” Utayama vira goi to vira budc vao, sO twong bén trai tim céng tac
den.

Utayama c6 dy cam anh sé nhin thay thi thé cia Kiyomura khi dén sang, song
trong phong lai khong mot béng nguoi.

“Kiyomura...”

May danh chit trén ban van dang bat.

Hay trong buong vé sinh?

Utayama budc dén canh ctra trong goc phong, day nhe. Ctra 1ap ti'c m@, bén
trong ciing trong tron. Thit nghi ma xem, phong khong bat den, néu trong buong
vé sinh c6 nguoi thi chang phai rat quai la sao? Cho nén chac Kiyomura da ra
ngoai di dau d6. Nhung...

... Anh khong khoi lo lang.

Nguwoi van con hoi men, bwdc chan loang choang, anh voi ti vao ban.

Thit s& vao mat dém ctia ghé xoay, khong thay hoi am. Tic la Kiyomura ra
khoi phong kha 1au roi.

Trén ban, bén canh may tinh la t¢ so d6 mat bang Mé Lo Quan. Khong can
dem theo so do, vay chi c6 thé 1a dén dai sanh hodc phong gidi tri, vi hai noi dé
deé tim.

Utayama nhin man hinh.

Co Ié trwéc d6 Kiyomura van danh may, sau d6 mdi tat dén va di ra khéi
phong.

https://thuviensach.vn



‘Giai thwdéng 16n nhat trong lich si’ cho ngudi thang trong cudc thi sang tac
tiéu thuyét trinh tham, 1ay boi canh 1a Mé Lo Quan, va ké bi hai trong tiéu thuyét
phdi la chinh tac gia - tttc Kiyomura...

Kiyomura s& viét ra mot tdc pham nhw thé ndo nhi? A, thdi, quan trong hon Ia
hién gio...

... Hién gig? Nén lam gi day?

Trudc hét phai dén dai sanh va phong gidi tri xem sao da nhi.

Nanh doc trong bong t6i. Utayama ngau nhién nhin thdy dong chit nay trén
man hinh.

Lé nao...

Trong anh bong ddy 1én mét noi so hai tot cung.

L€ nao lai giéng...

Utayama run ray doc ndi dung phia duwdi. Pay la phan m@ dau cua tiéu thuyét.

NANH POC TRONG BONG TOI

Co gai dang dgi chang trai.

beéem den.

Trong can phong khong anh den.

Co nin thd, an minh trong béng toi.

CoO biét rat ro sau day minh sé lam gi. Khong dam chac nhat dinh sé thanh
cong, nhung c6 cling khong so that bai.

Hy vong, ding thé. Co phdi thang trong tro choi nay, cho nén chi c6 thé hy
vong.

“Chao em.” Giong chang trai vang 1én ngoai ctra.

“M0i vao.” Co co noi cho that cham, “Citra khong khoéa dau.”

Chang trai xoay nim, day ctra budc vao.

“Cha. T6i qua.” Anh ta rat ngac nhién vi trong phong khong sang den, “Sao lai
khong bat...”

“Em thich bong t6i.” Co6 gai dap, “Va lai, nhu thé nay c6 thé ngam sao troi.”

Anh sao m& m& hit xuéng qua 16p kinh trén tran nha.

“U nhi. Hen ho & mot khu nha trong long dat duwdi bau troi sao a? Cling that
lang man.”

ba thich nghi v&i bong t6i, anh tién tay khép cira lai.
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“Chung ta can ly nao.” C6 gai rét regu vao hai céi ly da sap san trén ban, roi
dua cho anh mot ly.

“Moi anh.”

“Cam on em.”

“Em hoi nhé, anh c6 biét tén can phong nay khong?”

“Ngoai ctra c6 gan bién ma. Medea, diing chwa?”

Medea ciing la tén m&t nhan vat trong than thoai Hy Lap, da dugc l1ay ra dé dat
cho can phong trong Mé Lo Quan nay.

“Anh biét c6 ta 1a mot nhan vat thé nao khong?”

“...La moOt ma ni?.”

“Pung. Medea la con gai ctia Aeetes qudc veong Colchis, mdt cd gai cuc ky
hdp dan. Co tirng yéu rat nhiéu ngwoi dan 6ng, cudi cung két hon véi qudc vieong
Aegeus cua Athens. Sau do, c6 ta da muu toan dau doc con trai 6ng la Theseus.”

“Va?”

“Pay la phong Medea, phong anh @, 1a Theseus.”

“Nao. Can ly.”

Co gai nang ly rugu.

“Em néi that ky cuc.” Co mat anh hoi giat giat, “Chang Ié ly rwgu nay c6 doc
ar”

“Ai biét duwgc?” Co6 mim cudi, “Tuy anh twdng twgng thoi.”
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4

Utayama khong nghi nggi gi nita, lap tttc chay nhw bay ra khaéi phong.

Chang lé cai chuyén 16 bich dy da that sy xay ra?

Anh rat mudn phua dinh diéu nay, nhung nghi hodc trong anh cang lic cang 16n
dan.

Medea, la ma ni* muwu toan dau doc Theseus...

Maéy van dang mg.

Tiéu thuyét mdéi bat dau viét.

Ctra khong khoa.

Can phong vang tanh.

Utayama quay lai tuyén hanh lang dai c6 16 cho ré. Can phong trong tiéu
thuyét - Medea - nam & phia Nam phong Theseus ctia Kiyomura, tic la can
phong bo trong ma hom qua anh va Shimada da vao dé tim thw ky Ino.

bi 16i nao nhi?

Anh voi m@ so do ra xem, chon duong ré sang phai, song sau dé lai gap 16i di
hinh chir U, r6i trd lai cho ban dau.

Utayama cudng quyt mé so do ra xem lai.

Khong phai & day a?

Anh lai ré phai, lan nay di vao cho ré thit ba tinh tir can phong cta Kiyomura.
Trén twong treo chiéc mat na hinh ngwa mot sirng, dang nhin Utayama bang hai
con mat trang duc.

Hanh lang hep lai nhiéu goc ngoat, anh con chay v6i nén may lan suyt nita va
phai twong. R6i cudbi cung anh ciing nhin thdy ctta phong Medea.

“A a...” Utayama kinh ngac kéu lén, toan than cing do.

Ctta phong Medea dang ma& rong.

Sang den.

Va...

Chinh gitta can phong, mot ngudi dan 6ng dang nam Gp mat xudng san, hai
chan dubi thdng, mdc so mi mau tim nhat, qudn bo mai son cti. Chinh la
Kiyomura.
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“Kiyomura!”

Utayama choang vang, kinh hai. Hién thuc va hu 4o dan xen. Anh cam thdy
minh nhu dang ton tai gitta nhitng khe hé cua hai mang khong gian ay.

Anh gio hai tay ra truedc, chay ao vao phong.

“Kiyomura...”

Nguoi kia van nam do, bat dong. Utayama nin thd, cii xudng nhin khuén mat
nan nhan.

Khuon mat cia Kiyomura day vé thong kho, hai tay nam chat yét hau nhw
muon ndn thi dang khién ban than dau dén ra ngoai bang dwoc.

Utayama run ray, kiém tra hoi thd ctia Kiyomura. Da chét.

Anh ding thang 1én nhin quanh can phong, khong c6 gi khac la so v&i hom
qua luc anh va Shimada vao day.

“Co0 ai & day khong?” Anh hoi. “Co ai khong?”

Im ang dén dang sg. Chi c6 mai tiéng hit thd cia anh.

Phéi bdo ngay cho nhitng ngwoi khac biét. Phai 1ap tic goi ho thic day dé
thdng béo sy viéc khan cap.

Hai tay run run, anh mé tdm so d6 ra xem. Gan cho nay hon ca la phong
Cocalus cua Shimada.

Ping vao lic nay, Utayama nghe thay tiéng buwéc chan danh gon cta ai do.
Anh rung minh sén gai 6c, quay nguwdi lai nhw mot phan xa.

“Anh Utayama!” Gan nhw dong thoi, ngudi t6i cling goi tén anh.

Ngoai canh ctta dang md toang, mot bong nguwdi dong dong xuat hién. La
Shimada.

“O bén kia twong... ban nay ti nghe thdy c6 tiéng goi phat ra tir day... 6i?”
Shimada kéu 1én. Anh da nhin thdy thi thé dang nam bén chan Utayama, “La
Kiyomura phai khong?”

“Phai.”

“Cau ay chét roi u?”

“Khi t6i phat hién ra thi cau ta da...”

Shimada bwdc vao phong, can than nghe Utayama lap bap thuat lai sy viéc.
Anh dang mdc quan 4o thé thao mau den, hai mat triing sau, tam nhin chuyén tGi
chuyén lui gitta thi thé va Utayama.

“A...” Shimada thd dai khi nghe Utayama ké vé tiéu thuyét trén may danh chit
trong phong Kiyomura, “Mot nam mot nit doi thoai trong can phong Medea a?
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Anh doc xong doan van dy béen chay dén day?”

“Pung.” Utayama gat dau that manh, “Ban thao chi t6i do, nhung dé cap dén
ma nit Medea dinh dau doc Theseus, to6i cam thay chi tiét 4y dang am chi...”

“Rang Kiyomura chét ¢ day?” Shimada ditng bén xac Kiyomura, quan sat ky
tir dau dén chan, “Nhin thé nay thoi thi khong thé biét nguyén nhan t vong la gi,
trwdc mat chi c6 thé phan doan cau ay bi giét. T6i cho rang ching ta nén thir diéu
tra...”

“biéu tra?”

“Vi hién gio van khong c6 cach nao dé bao canh sat hét.” No6i r6i Shimada
ngo6i xom xudng, hai tay nam vai thi thé r6i 1at ngtra 1én, “Trén ngudi cé vé
khong c6 thuwong tich gi. Hai tay Kiyomura ap 1én yét hau, nhung noi dé khong
c6 dau vét bi bop cb. Co 1é phai nho vg anh xem xét gitp?”

“Hay bi ngd doc?” Utayama bong nhd ra tinh tiét kia, bén héi.

Shimada gat gu noéi, “Co thé lam. Nhuw thé thi giong Nanh déc trong béng t6i
hon, phu hgp véi ndi dung ban thédo tiéu thuyét ctia cau ay. Hung thu lai mot lan
nita ‘m6 phéng’ tiéu thuyét viét vé ngwoi bi hai.”

Anh ngang dau nhin 1én, “Nhung... Néu vay thi hung tht da cho Kiyomura
uong thudc doc bang cach nao? Pay mdi la van de.”

“Chinh xac.”

Vi duy, hung tha ngau nhién biét dwgc ndi dung tiéu thuyét cia Kiyomura, han
bén mo6 phoéng r6i giét cau ta bang thuéc doc trong phong nay. Van dé la bang
cach nao?

Kiyomura duwong nhién phai biét rat ro tdc pham ctia minh. Pa thé thi sao cau
ta c6 thé ngoan ngoan dé yén cho hung thu dau doc trong phong Medea nay
duoc?

Ngay ldc ay, Utayama vo tinh nhin ra phia ctta, va chii y dén mot thit la lung.

Khong lé...?

Pé y thady Utayama dot nhién cau may nghi ngoi, Shimada hoi, “Sao thé?”

“Cai do...”

Shimada nhin theo huéng Utayama chi, “A, thi ra 1a cai nay.”

N6 nam trén twong bén trai, gan ctta ra vao. B4 la mot miéng nhya mau nau
sam, & gitta la cong tac den nho Ién, xung quanh cong tac c6 mot cai ‘vién’...

Shimada buwéc dén gan cong tac, Utayama ciing di theo dé xem cho r6.
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Noi d6, mdy chuc cdy kim v6 cung nhé dang nho ra; trén nén manh nhya
quanh cong tac dén, tya nhw ban chdng dung dé cam hoa.

“Trudce tien boi mot 16p mat-tit that day 1én, roi c6 dinh kim trén do la co thé...

Noi roi, Shimada gi sat miii ngtri cai chat c6 mau nau dé dinh & dau mii kim.

“Hoi giong mui thudc 14 moc. Rat co thé 1a nicotin dam dac.”

“Nicotin?”

“Pung, la chat c6 trong thudc 1a. Nicotin dam dac la: chat kich doc, tac dung
1én hé than kinh thue vat, dan dén gay té liét duong ho hap.”

Shimada quay tré lai ng6i xuéng bén xac Kiyomura, kéo tay roi khéi co, roi go
cac ngon tay ra xem Xet.

“Anh Utayama nhin nay, qua nhién la vay.”

Cac dau ngon tay ctia Kiyomura 1am tdm nhitng dom dé.

“Nicotin thdm nhdp co thé qua nhitng vét kim dam nho li ti nay. Kiyomura
khong hut thudc 14 cho nén nicotin khuéch tan rat nhanh trong mau. Rat c6 thé
cau ay chua kéu dugc may tiéng da tat thé.”

Shimada lai dat tay nan nhan vé cho cii, d6i mat sac sdo cta anh nhin ra phia
cla.

“Hung thu b tri xong cam bay, bén tat dén. Sau d6 goi Kiyomura dén can
phong t6i om nay. Thoat tién cau ay sé lam gi nao? Tat nhién la tim cong tac deén.
Cac phong trong khu nha nay déu lap cong tac ¢ twong bén trai, cho nén cau ay
khong hé dan do dwa tay ra. Khi tim thay cong tac cling la lic ciu ay bi kim tam
chat d6c dam vao ngon tay.”

Utayama nhé rang minh titng doc thay thu doan giét nguwdi kiéu nay trong
truyén trinh tham.

Do 1a Bi kich ctia X+ ctaa Ellery Queen.

Trong vu giét nguwdi dau tién ma cudn sach miéu td, hung khi 1a hon chuc cay
kim cam trong nut chai, cac miii kim déu dwgc tdm nicotin. Rt c6 thé, hung thu
sat hai Kiyomura da dwgc ggi mo tir cuoén sach dé roi thue hién tha doan nay.

Anh bén no6i diéu nay véi Shimada, Shimada gat dau tan thanh.

“Puwong nhién. Rat c6 kha nang la vay. Bai vi triv ba gidp viéc ra, nhitng nguoi
con lai & day, ké ca t6i va anh, chac han déu da doc cudn sach dé cia Queen.”

“Nhung hung thu kiém nicotin tir dau co chi¥? Néu han chuan bi né tr truede thi

»

e...
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“Co6 mot loai thudc triv sdu chita nicotin ham lwgng cao. Chiét xuat nicotin tir
thudc 14 thi sé rat ton cong sirc, nhirng néu dun thit thudc trir sdu do6 1én thi sé dé
dang lay dwoc nicotin.”

“Trong khu nha nay c6 thi¢ thudc trir sdu d6 khong?”

“O day c6 hay khong ciing khoéng quan trong.” Shimada néi ding. Piéu d6
khong quan trong. Hung thu, du la thw ky Ino Mitsuo hay mot ké nao khéac, chac
chan dang gii* chia khéa ctta chinh trong tay. Han c6 thé tw do ra vao, nén biét
dau han da ra ngoai di mua chat doc, kim va mat-tit dem vao day?

“That 1a tré tréu.” Shimada néi, r6i lai nhin xac Kiyomura, “Cau ay khang
khang néi rang hung thta da bo trén, nhung sau doé chinh cau ay lai thanh chitng
clt xac thyc nhat chitng minh réng hin van con & trong nha nay... A, anh
Utayama.”

“Sao?”

“Anh nghi hung thu dung cach nao dé du Kiyomura dén can phong nay?”

“Han goi cau ay dén chang?”

“Khong. Néu goi dén cac phong khac thi c6 thé lam, dang nay lai la phong
Medea. Tiéu thuyét ctia cau ay dung chinh phong nay lam boi canh, néu goi dén
day, chang 1é cau ay lai khong nghi ngo gi hay sao?”

“T6i nghi, mac du Kiyomura dwa ra quan diém ‘hung tha da bé tron ra ngoai’,
nhwng tham tdm cau ay cling khong hoan toan tin vao diéu d6. Cau dy néi vay chi
dé tiép tuc cudc thi sang tac, cling tic 1a, ban than ciu dy cling khong tin minh
chéc chan sé duwgc an toan. Vay ma rot cudc cau ay lai roi vao cam bay trong
phong nay. Thé nén t6i cho rang han phai c6 diéu gi do... A?”

Cho tay cta Shimada dang chi, 1a tdi 40 so mi cda thi thé. Noi ay nhét mot
manh gidy trang.

“So d6 mat bang a? Khong phai.” Shimada m& ra xem, lac dau, “Khong phai
roi. Pay la...”

Utayama budc lai, ctii xuéng, nhom qua vai Shimada. Pay la m6t bitc thw ngan
dwgc danh may r6i in ra. Noi dung nhu sau:

1 gio dém nay, em cho anh ¢ phong gidi tri.
Em muén ban véi anh mét viéc rdt quan trong, lién quan dén cudc thi.
Anh phdi dén ddy nhé.
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Tuyét doi dirg cho nguoi khdc biét.
Madoka

https://thuviensach.vn



chuwong 7

TAC PHAM THU BA
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Funaoka va Kiyomura da bi mat ban bac nhitng gi? Utayama cham chu nhin
may dong chir in rat ngay ngan, anh c6 vat 6c suy nghi.

“Em muon ban véi anh mot viéc rat quan trong, lién quan dén cudc thi.”

C6 thé 1a mot s thda thuan gi do, vi du, néu ai am dwoc giai thuwdng thi sé chia
déu chang?

Nhung Utayama cho rang rat khé cé kha nang nay. Kiyomura va Funaoka da
tirng la mot d6i vg chong than thiét, va bat luan moi quan hé giita ho hién nay thé
nao, khi ditng trdc mén tai san khong 16, liéu ho c6 thé...

“Pia diém trong thw la mot phong khac.” Shimada khé noi, gap t0 gidy roi nhét
lai vao tii 4o Kiyomura, “Song sé phu hgp véi tiéu thuyét hon néu hen gap &
day...”

Hinh nhw Shimada cho rang mau thw ay cé vai tro khac trong vu an nay. Béi vi
gia stt no dugc hung thu nguy tao voi muc dich du Kiyomura ra khoéi phong, thi
1é ra dia diém ghi trén d6 phai la phong Medea, chit khong phai phong giai tri.

“Mau the nay thyc hw ra sao, thi phai hoi chinh Funaoka m&i biét dugc.
Puong nhién, rat c6 kha nang c6 dy sé phu nhan minh da gti n6.” Shimada ditng
len va noi, “Chung ta nén goi moi nguoi day, anh Utayama a.”

Utayama lap titc chay ra hanh lang. Dot nhién nghe tiéng Shimada kéu 1én ‘O
kia’, anh bén quay lai thi thdy Shimada dang cham chu nhin vao canh ctta, c6 vé
rat kinh ngac.

“Anh phat hién ra diéu gi a?” Utayama hai.

“Khoéng. Chi la, mat r6i.”

“Mat r6i?”

“Anh nhin di.” Shimada chi canh ctra. Utayama nhin, bat giac thé dai.

Mt r6i. Tam bién dong c6 tén phong bién mat roi.

Utayama nhd rang, hom qua ltc anh di ciing v6i Shimada dén day, ro rang van
con thay tam bién dong khac chit MEDEA gan trén do, vay ma bay gio chi con
lai may cai 16 bat vit.

“Ai lay mdt tdm bién r6i?”

https://thuviensach.vn



Shimada ciing khong thé tra 10i cau héi do, danh quay ngudi buwéc ra hanh
lang.
“Ta di thoi. Thoi gian troi di kha kha r6i...”
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3 gio sang.

Bon ho tir phong Medea quay lai tuyén hanh lang dai v6i 16 cho ré. Bé de
phong bat trac, hai ngudi quyét dinh cung di goi moi ngwoi day.

Noi gan nhat la phong Aegeus cua Hayashi nam & phia Bac phong cua
Kiyomura.

Suzaki bi giét, r6i dén dém nay la Kiyomura bé mang. Néu hai vu giét nguoi
nay xudt phat tir long tham déi vdi tai san ctia nha van Miyagaki, hung tha sé la
mot trong hai ngwoi con lai - Hayashi hodc Funaoka. Khong thi sé la thuw ky Ino
dang mat tich, hay nha phé binh Samejima?

Ma 1& Shimada la hung tha thi sao? Mac du cho rang gan nhu khong c6 kha
nang nay, song cting chi la ‘gan nhw’, vay nén Utayama c6 y budc that cham.

Ho di doc hanh lang treo m6t didy mat na trang & twong bén trai. Trong mé
cung u am, chi c6 tiéng chan cua hai ngudi vang vong. Khi ré vao con dudng dan
dén phong Aegeus, Utayama bong thdy ngd ngo.

Gl vay?

bung la ngay luc di tir phong minh dén phong Kiyomura, anh da cam giac
duwgc c6 gi d6 khong 6n. Mot chut thoi, nhung qua that cé diéu gi ddy khong
thich hgp. N6 khién anh khé chiu va bét an.

Cai gi do6, hoac mét cho nao d6, ma ban dau né von khong phai nhuw thé. ..

Anh vira xoay qua xoay lai vira rdo buéc theo sau Shimada.

R6t cudc la cai gi, hay cho nao nhi...

Trong ltic Utayama con ban khoan, bon ho da dén trwdc cira phong Hayashi.
DPén tan khi Shimada g6 ctra, Utayama van dang suy nghi rat lung.

“Hayashi!” Shimada dot ngot ngirng go, goi to.

“Sao thé?” Utayama héi, van dang chim dam trong dong suy tu cta ban than.

“Ctra...” Shimada chan nan hat ham. “Pang m@ san roi kia.”

“U nhi.”

Tham chi khong can van thr nim, vi canh ctra gan tam bién dong AEGEUS
chi dang khép ho.
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“Hayashi?” Shimada lai goi, van khong c6 hoi am.

Co anh deén lot qua khe ctra, ngoai diém dé ra, moi chi tiét gan nhw tai hién
khung canh ¢ phong cta Kiyomura ltc nay.

Hayashi ciling khong c6 trong phong? Chang 1é cling da bi sat hai & mdt can
phong khéc, giéng nhw Kiyomura? Hay... thyc ra Hayashi la hung tha da giét hai
mang nguoi?

“Hayashi?” Shimada goi to hon, tay phai day ctta, cita m& ra kém theo nhitng
tiéng ken két...

“A...a...”

Ca hai budc vao, cung kéu 1én khi nhin thdy khung canh trong phong.

Hayashi dang ng6i guc dau treéc ban dat may danh chiv dwgc ké & bén trai,
mic 4o vest mau vang nau, hai tay bam chit mép ban. O chinh giita lung cdm
mot vat gi d6 mau nau sam, chi tiét nay cho thay tai sao cau khong con nhtc
nhich ntta.

“Chuyén gi da xdy ra thé nay?” Shimada tram giong than thd, buwdc voi vao
phong.

Mot lan nita, Utayama lai cam thdy choang vang, xdy xam cd mat may, phai
twa vao cira dé ding cho vitng. V6i thé trong cua anh, thé ma cira van chi m@
dwgc c6 mot nira... Hinh nhw ¢6 gi d6 chén ¢ dang sau thi phai?

Utayama c06 strc dirng thang ddy, nhin ra sau ctra thi thay chiéc ban nhé va hai
cai ghé. Chung von phdi duoc dat & goc trong ciia can phong méi ding.

“Anh Shimada, nhin nay...” Utayama goi to.

Shimada dang quan sat cai ban va may danh chit, lic nay m&i ngoanh sang, rat
ngac nhién vi nhin thay canh twgng nay.

“La nhi.” Shimada khé noi, “Cit nhu la chen & ctta lam chwéng ngai vat.”

“Chuong ngai vat?”

U, ding, c6 thé 1dm chi.

Tuy tan thanh tiép tuc cudc thi, nhwng tinh vén nhut nhat nén cé 1é Hayashi da
chdn ctra dé dé phong. Vay ma ldc nay, chwdng ngai vat bi gat sang bén, ctra
khong khoa cting khong cai then...

Shimada budc dén trwedc ban, kiém tra thi thé cia Hayashi roi buon ba néi,
“Chac day la vét thwong khién cau ay mat mang.”

Vat 16i 1én sau lung Hayashi la chudi dao hodc thit gi day giong gidng thé.
Maéu loang khap ao vest van do twoi, han nan nhan vira bi séat hai cach day khong
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lau.

“Co tay, ba vai va mot s6 ché khac déu cé thwong tich, con nita...” Shimada
nhin xung quanh, “Khoéng tinh dén bd ban ghé diung dé chan cita, cd can phong
cling rat 16n x6n. Anh nhin kia, ga trdi givong da ré6t xuéng dat, dé dac trong tai
thi bi viit lung tung.”

Bén canh tdm gwong 16n, c6 mot chiéc tdi du lich mau ndu dang mé san va rat
nhiéu thit linh tinh roi vai xung quanh.

“Ching té Hayashi da vat 16n véi hung thd, sau d6 méi bi han dam va kéo dén
truwdc ban.”

“Nhung...” Utayama thé manh, “Néu cau dy da bo tri chuwédng ngai vat r6i, sao
con md& ctta cho hung thu vao phong?”

“Pung la la that day.” Shimada dwa tay gai cam, “Bi thuyét phuc béi nhitng 16i
ngon ngot, hay vi doi phwong 1a ngwdi ma cau ay hoan toan khong canh giac?”

Néu chan ctra, lai con cai then bén trong, thi hung tha dau c6 chia khéa ciing
chang thé nao d6t nhap duwgc. Khéng c6 dau vét cay phda, chitng té Hayashi da ty
ma@ ctra moi hung thua vao.

Vay...

ft ra c6 thé khing dinh d6i phwong khong phai Ino Mitsuo. Néu 1a Ino thi chic
chan Hayashi sé khong mé ctra.

Shimada vtra suy nghi vira nhin man hinh may danh chiv dat trén ban. Utayama
ctling budc lai, c6 tranh khong nhin lwng 4o Hayashi dang dam mau.

“Lé nao trong do cling...?” Utayama sg hai hoi.

“Bay gio van chwa thé két luan dugc.” Shimada tra 19i.

“Xem nao...” Shimada nhin chdm cham vao man hinh ré6i chi vao mét dong,
“Anh nghi thé nao vé may ky tw nay?”

Cudi ban thdo dang go dang dd, dot ngot xuat hién bon dong trang, duwdi no la
cac ky tw ma Shimada dang néi dén.

wwh

https://thuviensach.vn



3

LOI NHAN QUA LOP THUY TINH

Budi ti ngay 2 thang Tw nam 1987.

Trong mot can phong & Mé Lo Quan cua thay Miyagaki.

T6i cham cht nhin man hinh ctia may danh chit, lai chdm mét diéu thu6c nita.
Gan day, moi lan nghe néi vé tac hai caa thudc 14, t6i lai quyét dinh cai thudc, chi
hiém, thyc hién né méi khé lam sao. Vao nhitng ltic khac thi con nhin dwgc, song
hé doi dién véi ban thao la tay t6i lai vo thitc cam 1ay bao thudc.

Ttng lan khéi trang dang 1én, gat tan tré nén day ap, ca phong ngap mui thudc
1a.

T6i dén noi nay dé chic tho thay Miyagaki, nao ngo gid lai phai ngoi day viét
mot cudn tiéu thuyét méi. Tinh hinh cu thé sé noéi sau, chu yéu la ké tir gio trg di,
ndi trong ba ngay, tredc 10 gio tdi ngay 5 thang Tw, to6i phai viét xong khodng
100 trang tiéu thuyét.

Chu dé rat kho. Mot vu giét ngudi xdy ra trong Mé Lo Quan, cac nhan vat la
nhitng nguoi dang c6 mdt ¢ ddy, va nan nhan phai la chinh toi.

Liéu c6 thé viét xong trong khodng thdi gian qua ngan nay khong?

K@ tir hom qua, t6i da suy nghi nat 6c, va quyét dinh sé mdt vu an cé ‘1oi nhan
ctia nan nhan trude khi chét’. Van de 13, t6i sé st dung no thé nao day?

Thoi, cit bat tay vao viét da roi hang hay.

Tam bat dau tir hién trrong ma Hayashi Hiroya (hay Horinouchi Kazuhiro) t6i
day bi giét...

Hayashi dang ng6i guc dau tredc ban dat may danh chit dugc ké & bén trai,
mic 4o vest mau vang nau, hai tay bam chit mép ban. O chinh giita lung cdm
mot vat gi d6 mau nau sam - chi tiét nay cho thay tai sao t6i khong con nhiic
nhich nira.

Trén ban, mdy danh chi* van dang bat. C6 vé t6i da bij tan cong khi dang cham
chu sang tac.

Trong Mé L6 Quan ctia nha van Miyagaki Yotaro, can phong AEGEU

wwh
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Poc xong phan mé dau trén man hinh, Utayama va Shimada déu thé dai thuwon
thuot.

Poan md dau miéu ta ‘t6i’ dang ngoi trong phong gb ban thdo, viét theo 16i két
cau ‘truyén long trong truyén’. Sau do thé nao thi khong thé biét, nhung cé thé twr
nhan vat ‘to6i’ cda truyén ma doan ra chu dé cta Hayashi 1a ‘10i nhan cta nan
nhan tredc khi chét’. Vay...

Pang chi y la nhitng dong miéu ta vé hién tredng giét nguoi.

“Lai nita.” Shimada néi, “Giong hét trang tiéu thuyét, dang ngoi trudc ban go
ban thdo, tw thé chét cling chang c6 gi khac.”

“Theé thi tw thé ‘ngoi guc dau, hai tay nam chat mép ban’ ciing 1a do hung thu
c6 y mo6 phong tiéu thuyét sau khi sat hai nan nhan?” Utayama héi, cam thay cuyc
ky kho hiéu.

“Kho n6i 1am.” Shimada xoa khu6én mat gay hoc hac, néi, “Gia st tw thé nay la
do ‘m6 phong’ that, thi titc la hung tht phdi dam Hayashi tir phia sau, r6i chuyén
thi thé dén day, dat cho hai tay cau ay giir lay mép ban. Tat nhién, dé ‘mo phéng’
cho chinh xac nhw thé, han sé phai ton rat nhiéu thoi gian va cong sire.”

“Con mot kha nang khac, la vu giét ngwdi nay chi ngau nhién giéng véi ban
thao. Hung khi la can dao mau nau sam, dam vao lwng, réi hung thi don Hayashi
dén bén ban, dé cau ay chét trong tw thé nay, tat ca déu la ngau nhién, ching ta
khong thé hoan toan pht nhén rang, diéu dy van c6 kha nang xay ra.”

“Vay thi, dau mdi la sy that?”

“Bay gio van chwa két luan dugc.”

Shimada lai nhin vao man hinh.

“Tuy nhién, ching ta can nghién cttu vé ba ky tv ‘wwh’ nay.”

“Chac la thong tin cudi cung Hayashi dé lai tredc khi chét?”

“Co6 18.” Shimada tra 16i, “Chung ta gia thiét rang Hayashi da viét doan m&
dau, miéu td minh dang ngo6i viét trong phong nay réi bi giét, nhw doan van chiing
ta vira doc. Chu dé dugc néu ra ngay tir dau la ‘10i nhan cia nan nhan truwée khi
chét’. O hién thuc, cau ay bi hung tha tdn cong trong phong ndy, va bi thwong
nang. Luc dé cau ay sé nghi gi? Han la nghi vé chu dé cuda tiéu thuyét, va mudn
noi cho ngwoi khac biét hung tha la ai. Thé thi cau ay tw minh dé lai ba ky tw
‘wwh’ nht mot ‘101 nhan trwdc khi chét’ 1a chuyén rat binh thwong. Nguoc lai,
khong nghi dén diéu nay thi ma&i khong hop ly.
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“Vi tri va tw thé cua thi thé 1a do hung thu bo tri sau khi doc tiéu thuyét cia
Hayashi hay chi la ngau nhién thi qua trinh cling sé la thé nay: hung thu cho rang
nan nhan da chét nén han ra khéi phong, nhung thue ra khi 4y nan nhan van con
song. Sau do, Hayashi van hét sttc Iwc con lai dé gé may chit, réi méi guc xuodng,
hai tay bdm mép ban, tat thd. Anh nhin ¢ day xem.”

Shimada chi vao man hinh.

““Trong Mé L6 Qudn ctia nha vdn Miyagaki Yotaro, cdn phong AEGEU’... O
day thiéu mot chit cai, ca cau thi ditt doan. Sau d6 bo tréng bén dong, cudi cung
la ‘wwh’. it ra c6 thé khang dinh ba ky tw nay khong nam trong noi dung tiéu
thuyét. Con ban phim...”

Utayama nhin xuong ban phim, bén canh n6 1a mét cai gat tan chat day dau
mau thudc la.

“Ban phim bj 1éch khéi vi tri ban dau va c6 vai cho dinh mau, anh nhin thay
chwa? Diéu nay chitng t6 Hayashi da dung dén ban phim sau khi bi hung tha tan
cong.”

“Vay day la 16i nhan ctia nan nhan treede khi chét that a?”

Nghe Shimada noéi liéen m6t mach, Utayama cam thdy hoang mang, nhung
dong thoi, con c6 mot cam giac ky la khac dang 1én. Sau khi bi s6c bdi nhin thay
‘dang thitc’ khac nhau cua ba cai chét, tinh cdm binh thuwdng cia Utayama duwong
nhu té liét, va roi bat dau hao hitng vGi diéu bi an treéc mat, than kinh cang thang
cta anh cling chuyén sang trang thai hung phan.

Néu hiéu dwgc ngu y cda 10i nhan nay thi c6 thé biét ro hung thu la ai phai
khong?

“‘wwh’ nghia la gi nhi, anh Shimada?” Utayama mé& to mat nhin vao ba ky ty
ay trén man hinh.

w-w-h

Chi v@i ba chi¥ nay, anh chang doan dugc ching néi 1én diéu gi ca.

La tén ctia hung thu dwoc viét tat? Khong phai. Vi ‘ww’ hoac ‘wh’ déu khong
am chi tén cta bat ct ai trong khu nha nay, ké ca khi da tinh dén btit danh cta ho.

Néu coi ‘wh’ 1a ‘2 chit h’, tic 1a ‘hh’ thi cling khong phai, vi né chi c6 thé am
chi chinh nan nhan: Hayashi Hiroya.

Hay 13, ndi dung 16i nhan von dai hon, chang qua Hayashi da kiét sitc nén chi
viét dugc ba chit nay? Ciing khong thé, vi “wwh” khong phu hgp véi quy tac
nhap tiéng Nhat bang chir La Tinh.
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Anh nghi dén kha nang do 1a do nhin mép duwdi man hinh, cé thé thdy Hayashi
da chon cach nhap ky tu tiéng: Nhat bang chi La Tinh, dén mdy cht “AEGEU”
gan cudi thi chuyén sang ché do hién thi Alphabet.

Liéu c6 thé la mét tir don m@ dau bang ‘wwh’ khong?

Trong tiéng Anh c6 rat nhiéu tr mé dau bang ‘wh’ vi du who, when, where,
why... nhung chi viy thi ¢ day chiung rat vo nghia. Hodc day khong phdi tiéng
Anh ma la mot ngoai ngtt khac?

Bong nhién...

Utayama ditng bat day, dong suy nghi bi gian doan béi nhitng ti€éng dong ky
quai vong dén t* mdt noi nao dé, pha vd su tinh mich dang bao trum ca khu nha.

“Chuyén gi thé?” Utayama sg@ hai, toan than néi da ga, “P6 rét cudc la...”

Khong phéi tiéng nguwdi, ma la mot chu6i am thanh budt 6c, khién nguoi ta
khong sao binh tinh néi, nghe gan giong “pi po pi po...”.

“La Funaoka!” Shimada kéu 1én, “Anh con nhé khong? H6m dau tién co ay
néi rang c6 dem coi tin hiéu chuyén dung chéng yéu rau xanh. Chac la am thanh
cua dung cu do.”

“A...”

“Mau lén, anh Utayama.” Shimada chay ao ra ctta, “Mau lén. Hinh nhw xdy ra
chuyén ro6i.”
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chuwong 8

TAC PHAM THU TU
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May hom nay phai xem so do mat bang khu nha nhiéu lan, ca hai ciing dai
khai hinh dung ra vi tri can phong ctia Funaoka, song ho van khong nhd&
dwge con duong chinh xac dan dén d6. Shimada chay nhw bay ra khu hanh
lang mé cung khién Utayama chang kip mé& so do, chi con cach voi va duoi
theo.

Nhung ban than Shimada cling khong nhé duong.

Hai ngwdi chay ra hanh lang dai c6 16 cho ré, r6i hudng vé phia phét ra tiéng
coi cua Funaoka, phia Bac. Doc dudng, da hai lan ho di vao ‘ngd cut’, chang qua
tim duong kiéu nay van nhanh hon déi chiéu so do dé di. Chang bao lau sau, ho
da tim dugc phong Funaoka.

“Funaoka.” Shimada vtra goi vira dap ctra. “Funaoka!”

Tam bién dong trén d6 khac ICARUS, 1a tén con trai cia Daedalus.

Qudc vuwong Minos, sau khi biét Theseus da giét Minotaur réi chay tron thi
nghi ngd Daedalus da gitp d& Theseus, bén ra 1énh nhot hai cha con ho vao mé
cung. Trong mé cung, Daedalus lam ra hai doéi canh bang sap r6i cung con trai
tron khoi mé cung qua duwong ctra s6. Icarus khéng nghe 16i canh bao ctia cha,
bay 1én khong trung qué cao, anh mat trdi lam chdy sap khién cau ta roi xudng
bién ma chét.

Utayama dot nhién nhé dén cau chuyén than thoai noi tiéng nay.

Pi po pi po...

Am thanh chéi tai vang lén lién héi, xuyén qua 16p ctta, len 16i vao hé than
kinh ctia Utayama, tao cho anh mét do giac. Hinh anh Icarus roi xuéng bién dang
hién ra tredc mat anh.

“Funaoka!!” Shimada ra sitc goi, song van khong c6 dong tinh gi. Anh thi
xoay nam dam, cta bi khoa.

“Khong dugce r6i.” Shimada thé manh, ngoanh nhin Utayama, “Anh gitp t6i
VOL.

“Sao?”

“X0 cwa.”
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Ca hai ben hgp strc x0 ctra.

Ho lui ra xa nhat c6 thé dé lay da r6i chay lai, dung vai x6 manh. Sau vai lan,
ctra chi ken két may tiéng chit khong hé bat ra.

X06 thém vai lan nita, van khong c6 tac dung gi, nhung ca hai déu da dau nhwr
nguoi.

Co6 vé chung ta day khong néi.” Utayama nan vai, chan nan noi.

“Hét cach r6i.” Shimada noéi, “T6i quay lai phong khach xem sao.”

“Phong khach... ¢ d6 co6 cai riu?”

“Panh thé vay. Anh chiu kh6 & day cho t6i, néu cé chuyén gi thi ¢t la that to
lén nhé.”

Noi r6i Shimada quay nguwoi chay di, tiéng budc chan anh nho dan trong hanh
lang u am.

Chi con mot minh, Utayama lai thir vdan mé& cita hodc dady manh nhung van vo6
ich. Am thanh chéi tai khéng ngirng vong ra, vai dau é am, dén ca dau anh ciing
bat dau nhung nhirc.

Chang 1€ Funaoka ciing da chét?

Utayama kiét sitc tiya vao canh ctra, dwa hai tay 1én bit tai.

b r6i, qua dua roi.

Mot chiut hung phan cé dwgce sau khi doc ‘16i nhan ctia nan nhan truéc khi
chét’ trong phong Hayashi ltiic ndy da tiéu tan. Cam thay choang vang, anh lac
manh dau.

Nghe néi, loai nguwdi xay dung mé cung von dé trir ta. Nguwoi Trung Quoc thoi
xwa cho rang ma quy chi cé thé di theo dwong thang, vi vay ho thuong xay twong
thanh c6 hai 16p v6i hai ctra ra vao nam 1éch nhau, & giita la cac 16i di uon lwon.
Con nguwoi Anh c6 thi vé cac hoa van kiéu mé cung trén bac thém ctta chinh,
nham dé phong ma quy xam nhap.

Cai gi ma trir ta du6i ma? Utayama hoan toan khong tin.

Mé Lo Quan nay c6 thé xua dudi ma quy u?

La chon tu tap ac ma khat mau thi c6.

Hung thu la ai?

Ba ngudi kia lan lwgt bi giét. Néu muc dich 1a loai bo doi thu canh tranh thi ké
bi tinh nghi chi con Funaoka, nhung bay gid chinh c6 ay ciing...

Utayama cam thay day khong phai hanh vi cia nguwdi binh thwong, ma la cta
mot ké cudng st coi giét ngwdi nhw niém vui. Hung tht sé la Ino dang mat tich,
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hay Samejima? Hodc ba gia gitip viéc, ciing c6 thé la Shimada...

Khong, van con mot kha nang nita: C6 mot ké la mat dén tir bén ngoai va mai
phuc trong khu nha nay tt tredc. Néu thé thi khoi can ban vé dong co, va ‘md
phong’ tiéu thuyét dé giét ngudi chi la tro choi cia mot ké bénh hoan ma thoi.

Nghi dén day, Utayama cam thdy rat lo cho Keiko. Cé khi nao ¢6 sé la muc
tiéu tiép theo cta han?

Khong biét vi sap hét pin hay do da nghe quen ma anh thdy am thanh ti¥ trong
phong truyén ra b6t chéi tai hon han, cung lic, tir dau kia hanh lang vang 1én
tiéng buwdc chan. Lat sau, Shimada thd hon hén xuat hién & cho ngoat, tay xach
riu. Utayama bat gidc lui lai mot budc, vi sg Shimada sé vung cai riu 1én b6 vao
anh...

“Lui ra di.” Shimada buwdc dén trwdc civa. Utayama hoang mang léng ngéong
nap phia sau Shimada. Shimada vung hai tay, gio riu lén b6 manh vao canh ctra.

Sau mot tiéng ‘roet’ nang né, clta nit, tiéng coi trd nén rd rang hon, anh dén
vang leo lat hat ra qua khe ha.

MOot nhat nira, roi mot nhat ntra. ..

Hung khi da tirng ‘1ay dau’ Suzaki dang tan pha canh ctra.

Canh ctta da toac ra. Shimada tho tay vao trong, van m@ 6 khéa. Sau do, anh
dat riu xuéng dat, day ctra dé budc vao, nhirng né van khong di chuyén.

“A, con then ctta.” Shimada 1dm bam. Anh s6t rudt tho tay vao kéo then sang
bén, lic nay ctra mGi ma dugc.

“Funaoka...”

Shimada buéc vao trong, dinh mé dén nhin cho 8, song chgt nhé dén cai bay
chong tam thudc doc & phong Medea, anh voi rut tay lai.

Anh ghé dau nhin sang twong bén trai, than trong quan sat, thdy khong cé moi
nguy nao xung quanh cong tdc mdi an tam.

“Qua nhién...”

Duwdi 4nh sang trang cia den tuyp, Funaoka nam sap trén tham trai mau nga,
dau huéng ra ctra.

C06 mdc vay ngi mau hong, mai téc dai x0a trén san tay phai chia ra phia ctra,
cach ban tay phai khong xa c6 mot vat mau vang, hinh trai tim, trong nhv mat
day chuyeén, dang réo lén tirng hoi. Chinh la cai coi chong yéu rau xanh. Shimada
nhat n6 Ién, tat di. Ca khu nha da im ang trd lai nhung am thanh ay van con vang
vang quanh day.
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“Co vé c6 ay bi vat citng dap manh vao dau.” Shimada chi tay vao sau dinh
dau Funaoka, ¢ do6 c6 vét thwong dé sam, “Nhung c6 mét chuyén rat ky la...”

“Saon?”

“Anh tht nghi ma xem.” Shimada néi, “Coi rit 1én, chitng t6 Funaoka da bat
cong tac khi bi tan cong. R6i ching ta tit phong Hayashi chay dén day ngay.”

Shimada bwéc thang vao sau bén trong, vé mat cang thang, réi manh tay day
ctra buong vé sinh.

“Khong co ai.”

“Ctra khda, bén trong con cai then.” Anh mé& ca ti quan 4o trén twong dé kiém
tra.

“Chung ta phdi pha ctra x0ng vao, va trong nay chi c6 thi thé Funaoka.”

Trong ta chi cé hai bd vay, khéng c6 ngudi nao tron trong dé. Utayama ludn
chi y quan s&t moi hanh dong cua Shimada ké tir lic budc vao phong, bay gio
anh md&i nhan ra ham y trong cau noi cua anh ta.

“O day c6 phong bi mat.” Shimada néi, r6i anh ctdi xuéng nhin gam givong,
“Hung thu da 1am nhw thé nao dé cé thé cai then bén trong roi tron mat, chi trong
thoi gian rat ngan, tredc khi ching ta chay dén day?”

bung luc nay...

Utayama bong nhan ra ‘thi thé” Funaoka hoi dong day.

“O kia...” Anh kéu 1én kinh ngac va buéc lai bén co.

“Gi thé?”

“Vira roi hinh nhu c6 dy dong day.”

“Saon?”

Utayama s0O vao c0 tay Funaoka kiém tra mach, két qua la...

Van con séng! Tuy mach rat yéu nhwng rd rang con dap.

“Co ay chua chét.” Anh ngang nhin Shimada, r6i khong dgi anh ta néi gi thém,
anh lap tic chay ra khoi phong, “Toi di goi Keiko.”
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4 gio 10 phut sang.

Keé ttr 3 gio rwdi ho nghe thiy tiéng coi roi chay dén phong Icarus pha ctra, hon
ba muoi phut da troi qua.

Funaoka dang ngu thi bi tdn cong. C6 nhanh tri bat coi bao dong, cé lé da
khién hung tht hodng s¢ nén han chi kip danh vao dau co r6i bo tron ma khong
kip x4c nhan c6 da tat thd hay chwa.

Nhwng, lam sao han lam nhw vay dugc?

Vtta chay nhu bay vé phia phong cua Keiko trong hanh lang mé cung am u,
Utayama vira suy nghi rat lung,

Cong trinh kién tric nay xay trong long dat, khong c6 ctra s, 16i ra vao duy
nhat la cra chinh dang bi khoa, 6 khoa cia moi phong trong nha déu thudc dang
tay nam, khong c6 chia so cua van c6 thé khoa ctra, chi can bam chot tride roi
sap lai la xong. Van dé la then trong thi sao, hung thu lam thé nao ma cai duoc
then trong?

Dung meo gi do chang? Vi du nhv 1gi dung khe ha gitta canh va khuon ctra?

Sau khi nghe thay tiéng coi, bon ho da 1ap titc chay dén phong Funaoka, chi
mat hai ba phut la cung. ‘Han’ c6 thé tao ra hién trwong gay an trong phong kin
v6i thoi gian ngan dén vay khong? Nhat la & tinh thé sé c6 nguwdi dén bat c lic
nao nhw khi ndy thi liéu ‘han’ cé nhat thiét phai tim moi cach dé cai then cho
bang dwgc hay khong?

Utayama chay dén hanh lang no6i thang vé6i dai sanh. Tt day sang phia Dong,
cau tric mé cung don gian hon. Thém vao doé, tir hom qua anh da di di lai lai gitta
dai sanh va phong ctia minh rat nhiéu lan nén bay gio c6 thé dwa vao mat na treo
twong & cac cho ré dé tim duwong.

Anh chay nhanh dén tridc ctra phong Dionysus ctia Keiko, cdm thdy tim minh
sap bat ra khoi 16ng ngwc, mo hoi tia ra khap nguwdi, nhom nhép. K€ tir ngay bat
dau di lam, anh chwa khi nao phdi van dong manh nhw vay.

“Keiko.” Anh thd hong hoc, am thanh phat ra dit quang. Vira go ctra vira co
kiém soat giong no6i, Utayama goi 16n, “Keiko, anh day ma, mau day di...”
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Co6 khong tra 10i.

Chang 1€... Khong!

Utayama cam thdy cuc ky s¢ hdi. Nhin tdm bién dong khac tén vi than rugu
Dionysus, anh lai goi, giong nhw cau xin, “Keiko!”

Anh mat kién nhan, cam ldy nam dam lac manh.

“Ai day... anh Utayama phai khong?” Bén trong bong vong ra giong ngéi ngu
cua Keiko. Nghe c0 tra 101, anh 13p tic yén tam.

“Anh day. Xay ra chuyén I6n ro6i. Mau day mé ctra cho anh.”

“Vang.”

Sau do la tiéng gat then trong sang bén, r6i ctra md. Keiko dang mac 4o ngu
mau trang, nghiéng dau, vé mat ngo ngac.

“Chuyén gi thé? M&y gid roi?”

“Nguy 16i. Lai xdy ra &n mang...”

“Ha?” Keiko dirng tay dang dui mat, ha h6c miéng. Dudng nhu vira nghe thay
tir ‘an mang’, c6 lién tinh ca nga.

“Kiyomura va Hayashi... a, by gio Funaoka quan trong hon. C6 dy bi thuong
¢ dau, rat nguy hiém, em mau lén...”

“Hiéu roi.”

Co ngat 161 Utayama, chay trd vao givong mac thém 4o len, r6i 1ay chiéc hop
dung thuéc men va bong bang so citu ma c6 lu6n mang theo moi khi di xa ra khoi
tai xach dat trén ban.

“0 dau? Pai sanh a?”

“Trong phong co ay.”

“Dan em di.”

Keiko dang c6 bau, khong thé chay. Utayama tuy nhac vg dirng s6t rudt, nhung
van rdo budc vugt 1én trede, dan co6 dén phong Funaoka.

“Vét thwong c6 nang khong?”

Utayama chi biét lac dau, “Anh khong ro nita. Ban dau anh ci¢ twéng co ay
chét r6i.”

“Bi ai d6 danh a?”

«(7.»

“Anh vira nhac dén Kiyomura va Hayashi, chang 1€ ho ciing...”

“Hai ngudi ay bi giét roi...”

“Sao lai thé...” Keiko bong nghen lai, c6 nam chat tay Utayama.
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“Anh sé ké ti mi lai cho em sau. Tuy nhién, van c6 mot so chi tiét rat quai
la...”

“Nhitng nguoi khac thi sao?”

“Shimada dang cho trong phong Funaoka.”

“Nha pheé binh Samejima?”

“Van chva...”

“Anh Shimada ¢ d6 mot minh khong sao chit? Ca ba gidp viéc nita. Hung tha
la Ino Mitsuo a?”

“biéu nay...”

Trong ltic n6i chuyén, hai vg chong da di dén hanh lang dai n6i véi dai sanh.
Ho vira ngoat 1én phia Bac thi nghe c6 ngudi goi tir dang sau.

“Anh Utayama.” Am cu6i vong lai trong tuyén hanh lang dai hun hut.

Utayama kinh ngac ngoanh lai, ngwoi vira goi anh la nha phé binh Samejima.

“Co6 chuyén gi a?” Samejima vira hoi vira bwdc dén gan anh, “Ma vira ndy anh
c6 nghe thay tiéng gi do nhu tiéng coi khong? N6 cit réo lién tuc nén toi lay lam
la, bén chay dén dai sanh xem.”

Ra vay. Samejima nghe thdy tiéng coi. Chac am thanh da truyén tir phong
Funaoka qua khu trung tdam Mé L6 Quén r6i dén phong ctia Samejima & phia
bong Bac.

“N6 chinh x4c la tiéng coi.” Utayama no6i, “La cdi coi nhé bé tii ctia Funaoka.”

Nha phé binh van hoc dung budc.

“Co6 chuyén gi xay ra vdi c6 ay a?” Samejima tai mat.

“Co ay bi tan cong.”

“Chang 1é...”

“That day. Samejima ciing di cung ching toi di.”
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3

Khi Utayama dan Keiko va Samejima dén phong Icarus thi da 4 gio rudi
sang, chirng mot tiéng nita la binh minh 1én.

Funaoka van nam trén san hét nhuw Iic Utayama va Shimada phat hién ra co.

“Toi nghi khong nén tuy tién di chuyén c6 ay, b&i vy méi dé nam nguyén nhw
cti.” Shimada néi, “Co ay van con thd, nhung khong thé nghe hodc néi gi. Chi
Keiko kiém tra xem vét thwong ctia c6 ay thé nao r6i.”

“Vang.”

Keiko budc vao phong, ngoi xudng canh Funaoka dang nam séng soai. Co bat
mach, xem vét thwong trén dau, roi quan sat khuén mat Funaoka.

“Nén khiéng c6 ay 1én giwong.” Keiko ndi vdi ba nguwdi con lai, “Dat nam
thang, mat nghiéng sang méot bén.”

“Hiéu r6i.” Shimada bat tay vao viéc, “Anh Utayama nang dau, t6i nang chan.”

“Pugc.”

“Pé t6i giup mot tay.” Samejima budc lai.

“Nhe nhang, c6 gang khong xoay dau co ay.”

Bon ho than trong khieng Funaoka lén givong.

Shimada nhat cai chan len bi roi xuéng dat 1én, dap cho Funaoka.

Hai mat c6 nham nghién, cau may r6 chdt. Keiko cti sat mat Funaoka, nhin
that ky. Nan nhan van dang tha.

“Funaoka.” Keiko goi to. D6i moi tai nhgt cua Funaoka hoi dong day, nhung
cling chi c6 thé, khong phan tng gi thém nira.

Keiko m& hop 1ay lo thudc sat truing va bong gac ra, nhanh nhen lau sach vét
thwong. R6i 6 ngodnh nhin Utayama dang ditng phia sau cham chu quan sat.

“Vét thwong khong sau, nhung nhin triéu chitng thi rat c6 kha nang la co6 ay bi
chan thvong so nao, néu chang may bi xuat huyét nao thi khé ma cttu dwgce.”

“Khong c6 cach nao khac a?” Shimada dwa tay bop tran, hoi.

Keiko lac dau, “Nhat dinh phai nhanh chéng dwa c6 ay dén bénh vién.”

“Nhung...”

“Toi thit ra xem ctta chinh.” Shimada noéi.
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“Ctra chinh van dang khoéa, anh Shimada.” Utayama noi.

“Biét dau sé co cach gi dé. Tién thé xem xem ba gitip viéc Kadomatsu thé nao,
ba dy & mot minh rat nguy hiém.”

Cai tr ‘nguy hiém’ nay, vira ngu y lo lang cho tinh mang cua ba, vira e rang...
ba dy ciing c6 kha nang la hung thu.

“Anh Shimada, néu dwgc thi nho anh kiém thém mot cai chan len va mot chau
nuwdc nong dem lai day nita.” Keiko dan.

“T6i di cung anh.” Samejima chay theo Shimada da bwéc dén ctra, “Hai nguoi
0 lai khong van dé gi chi?”

Hai vg chéng Utayama nhin nhau r6i gat dau.

“A, anh Utayama.” Shimada ding & ctra ngoanh lai néi “Anh doc van ban trén
may ctia Funaoka di. T6i vira bat day.”

“Thé thi... chang 1é lai...”

“Khong. Vi c6 vé Funaoka chwa bat dau viét tiéu thuyét.”

11 gi® 20 phiit i ngay 2 théng Tu.

Ngoi go lach cach tredc may thé nay, tdm trang t6i dwong nhw binh tinh hon
mot chut.

Toi khong cé théi quen viét nhat ky, viéc t6i dang lam chac giong théi quen
nghé nghiép hon? Mdc du nghe rét ky la, song véi t6i, viét van chang khac nao
mot liéu thu6c an than.

Luc ndy da uéng thuéc ngu, vay ma dén gid t6i van tinh nhw sao.

Bay gio cling chang viét ndi ban thao dy thi nita, thdi thi ghi lai moi y nghi cta
minh vay.

Hung thu la ai?

KEe tir Itic tré vé phong, cau hoi nay van khong ngirng deo bam t6i.

Madc du cam thay Kiyomura néi rat c6 ly, nhung nghi ky thi van khong thé
hoan toan chac chén rang thw ky Ino Mitsuo la hung tha dwgc, ding khong? Hon
nita, du anh ta c6 la hung thu va da tron khéi khu nha nay that, thi cling chang c6
ly do gi dé khang dinh anh ta sé khong quay lai va tiép tuc giét nguoi.

Chung t6i van dang bi nguy hiém rinh rap.

Kiyomura chi néi mém vay thdi, chit ban than anh ta han ciing hiéu rat r6 diéu
do.
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Toi c6 thé hiéu tam trang cda anh ta, vi chinh t6i cling khong mudn vudt mat
khoan tién ma thay Miyagaki dem ra lam phan thwdng. Tuy nhién...

Dbiéu kho hiéu nhat van la cai 16i ‘m6 phéng’ cia hung thi. Ngoai 14p ludn cua
Shimada, con ly do gi dé hung tha ‘trang tri’ thi thé anh Suzaki nhw vay khong?

Sv ‘m6 phéng’ dy con quan trong hon viéc giét hai anh Suzaki hay sao? Tuy
chang c6 can cit gi nhung cach nghi dy van &m anh t6i.

Neéu thé...

Gia str d6 la sy that, thi t6i tuyét doi khong thé viét tiéu thuyét lic nay duoc.

Réat c6 thé do 1a mot gd mac ching r6i loan &m anh cuwdng ché. Chi can t6i
khong viét tiéu thuyét theo yéu cau cta cudc thi thi hung tha sé khong thé mo
phéng duogc.

Cho dén lic nay, t6i van chua sang tdc mot dong nao. T6i hom qua, vira bat
dau nghi vé bo cuc tiéu thuyét thi t6i da thady mét moi ra rdi. Cé nén cho rang do
cling la mo6t loai ‘may man’ khong? Vién c6 mét moi dé tir bé cudc thi viét van,
liéu sau nay t6i c6 hoi ti€c khong?

... T6i khong biét nita.

Néu dém nay c6 thé ngu day gidc, biét dau ngay mai t6i lai nghi khac ciing
nen?

Truwdc khi di ngu t6i bong nhd ra mot chuyén. T6i sg minh sé quén mat nén phai
viét ra day.

Do la vé chiéc xe 6 td, chiéc xe ay...

Thoi, c6 1€ tai toi nghi nhiéu, chac né khong lién quan dén chuyén nay...

T6i phai nga day. Hinh nhw thu6c bat dau ngam roi. Bgi mai day sé nghi tiép.
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Khoang ba mwoi phiit sau, Shimada va Samejima trg ve.

Theo sau ho la ba Kadomatsu, c6 vé rat so hai, chac da dwoc biét dai khai tinh
hinh. Nhin thdy Funaoka nam trén giwong, ba phat hodng chay vao géc phong,
ding twa vao twong roi bun ran ngéi sup xuéng san. Chap hai ban tay tréc nguc,
ba 1am nham tung kinh.

“Van khong tim dwgc cach m@ ctta chinh.” Shimada vira néi vira bung chau
nuwdc nong dat 1én cai ban nhé, “Tinh hinh thé nao r6i?”

Keiko lac dau, don lay céi chan len tir tay Samejima ro6i dap cho Funaoka.

Co buon ba nhin khu6n mat tai nhot cia Funaoka, tra 16i, “Khoéng c6 dau hiéu
tinh lai.”

Shimada thé hat ra, khoanh tay trueéc nguce, bat dau di t6i di lui bén bic twong
trong cung cua can phong.

“Keiko ngo6i xuéng di, cit ditng mai khong tot cho sitc khoe.” Utayama noi, roi
anh kéo cai ghé lai bén givong.

“Cam on anh.” Keiko ng6i xuong ghé, mét méi thé dai. Utayama dat tay 1én
vai vg roi nhin vé phia Shimada dang khoanh tay triéc nguwe va di di lai lai suot
chiéu rong can phong nhw mot con thu bi nhot trong chuong.

“T6i da xem noi dung trén may réi anh Shimada a.”

“Thé a?” Shimada vira van budc dén cho do6i dién vai cai giwong, ditng chan
bén tdm gwong to treo twong, nhin Utayama.

“Anh khong cam thdy nhitng cau ‘ghi chd’ dé thu vi a?”

Qua that né dugce xem nhv thudoc pham tru ‘ghi cha’, it ra thi n6 khong phai
‘tiéu thuyét’, ma giong hinh thitc ghi chud dé 14y tai liéu viét hon.

“‘Chi can t6i khong viét tiéu thuyét theo yéu cau cta cudc thi thi hung thu sé
khong thé m6 phéng dugc’... Nghi nhu vay la rat binh thuwong.”

“Pung vay, nhung...” Utayama ngodnh lai nhin man hinh, “C6 cho t6i khong
hiéu lam.”

“Viét vé ‘chiéc xe 6 t0’ phai khong?”
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“Pung.”

“La cho nay?” Samejima cham cht doc ndi dung trong may.

“Phai. Hinh nhw Funaoka viét van trudce khi di ngt, phan cudi cung...”

Utayama dang noi giita chirng thi bong c6 tiéng “gtr... gir...” tram tram nhw
ctia da thu vang 1én khién moi nguwdi giat ndy minh. Thi ra d6 la am thanh ti c6
hong cua Funaoka, dau c6 hoi nhdc 1én, van con nghiéng sang mot bén.

“A!” Keiko ding bat day, “Funaoka! Bung... dirng dong day.”

Chang biét Funaoka c6 nghe dwgc khong, chi thdy toan than c6 co giat réi
vung tay khién chan len roi xudng givong.

“Em c6 sao khong? Funaoka?”

Tir cho dang ditng, Utayama c6 thé nhin thdy khuén mat trong nghiéng cia
Funaoka. Anh mét ¢6 huéng thing vé phia trwdc, hai mét dan mé ra rat to, ci
nhv dang bi cai gi d6 nhap vao ngudi. Boi moi tai nhgt rung rung, sau do...

CO twr tir gio tay phdi 1én, nhitng ngén tay run ray chi thang vao Shimada dang
kinh ngac, miéng ha hoc.

“Funaoka.” Keiko dat tay 1én vai Funaoka, bong nhién Funaoka lai gam g,
con to hon luc ndy. Sau do, Funaoka up ban tay phéi 1én miéng, cung vd&i am
thanh non mwa, mot bai mau vang tran ra.

“Gay roi.” Keiko kéu 1én, vo Iuwng cho Funaoka, “Ai d6 1ay cho t6i cai khan
mat voi.”

Non oe la triéu chitng nguy hiém nhat ctia chan thwong so nao, kién thitc co
ban nay Utayama ciing biét.

Shimada v0i vang vao nha tam lay khan mat, Samejima chay dén bén giwong,
con ba Kadomatsu van ngoi goc phong va luén mom tung kinh.

Ntra tiéng sau, Funaoka trit hoi thd cudi cung. Cti danh vao so nao gay ton
thiong nghiém trong da 1y di tinh mang cua co.

Luc nay la 5 gio 35 phut sang.

Binh minh.
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“D6i cho khac di. Gan ctra chinh sé tién hon, 16 c6 chuyén gi con tng pho
kip.”

Theo dé nghi cia Shimada, nam ngwoi cung di vé phia dai sanh. Nhan ra
Keiko da rat mét moi, anh khong nd nho co kiém tra thi thé Kiyomura va Hayashi
nira.

Tran hanh lang dan dan d6i mau khi c6 anh binh minh chiéu vao, hat anh sang
xuong bén dudi qua nhitng tam kinh.

Mé cung chang chit dan xen khién ngwoi ta cdm thdy cac tuyén hanh lang nhw
dai v6 tan. Utayama 1é bwéc chan nang né, choang vai Keiko, diu c6 buéc vao dai
sanh, sau hg la Samejima va ba Kadomatsu.

Khi bwdc vé phia céi ban trong dai sanh, Utayama bong nhan ra Shimada con
chua vao, ben quay ra ctra.

“Anh Shimada?”

Shimada c* nhw khong nghe thdy, van dang ditng ngam pho twgng Ariadne &
bén phai hanh lang, tham chi con dwa tay 1én so ban tay pho twgng dang dua ra.

“Anh dang lam gi ¢ do vay?”

Shimada mot tay nam ban tay dang gio ra cia Ariadne, tay kia duwa 1én so tay
trdi dang ap vao nguc cia ‘nang’ r6i mdi ngoanh lai nhin Utayama.

“A... xin 16i anh Utayama.”

“Bitc twgng do lam sao thé?”

“T6i khong biét nita, nhung cit cdm thay c6 gi d6 khong binh thuwong.”

Ngay tit hom dau vao ddy, anh da thiy birc twgng Ariadne nay la la...

Ba Kadomatsu vira vao dai sanh, ng6i 1én sofa da lap tic thu minh lai va bat
dau 1am nham doc kinh. Shimada ngam twgng xong mdi budc vao, cung véi ba
nguwoi con lai vay quanh ban.

Utayama ditng day di dén ta chén, 1dy chai whisky va ly rugu ra.

“Moi ngwoi uong khéng?”

“Toi khong.” Shimada xua tay, Samejima va Keiko ldng 1€ lac dau.
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Trong bau khong khi im lang ndng né, chi c6 moi tiéng ba gia giiup viéc dang
lam ram tung kinh.

Utayama ngoi tr@ lai ban, rét rwgu ra ly va uéng. Rugu la regu ngon, song anh
chang cam nhan dwgc diéu do.

“Bbiéu thudc ctia hdm nay.” Shimada khé noi.

Anh m& mot cai hop trong nhw hop dwng con dau mau den, nhin nhw dugc ché
tao riéng, rat mot diéu thudc ra, dwa 1én miéng ngdm, sau dé cham Ira ciing bang
cai hop do.

“Cac anh chi a.” Shimada nuéi tiéc dui diéu thuoc da chay hét vao cai gat tan,
“Troi da sang, nhung chac moi ngwdi van nén & lai day. Co vé chuing ta khong thé
khong dé phong lan nhau.”

“Pé phong?” Samejima ngang dau hai.

“Pung thé, vi khong cé gi bdo dam rang mot ai do trong chiing ta khong tiép
tuc gay an.”

“Hung thu khong phai thu ky Ino Mitsuo sao?”

“C6 thé phai, nhung cling c6 thé khong. Nhat la da co téi bon nguwoi bi giét chi
khong chi mot.”

“Thé, anh Shimada, néu c6 ai do6 trong ching ta la hung thu thi dong co cta
nguoi dé la gi?”

“Chinh t6i cling dang rat mudn biét diéu nay day.” Shimada gan giong, dua tay
chong cam. Samejima tram madc, Keiko cui dau, ba Kadomatsu van ngoi tung
kinh, Utayama tiép tuc r6t regu udng.

“Du sao thi...” Samejima quyét dinh 1én tiéng sau mot hoi nghi nggi, “Trudc
khi ctta chinh dwgc mé ra, ching ta khong thé ¥ im lang ngo6i day nhin nhau.
Chi bang hay cung ra sodat lai cac sy viéc tir dau dén gio, c6 1€ hién nay ching ta
chi c6 thé lam diéu nay...”

“Tén thanh.” Shimada bé tay xuéng, ngoi thang day, “Toi c c6 cam gidc minh
da nhin ra diéu gi do rat quan trong, nhung van chwa dinh hinh dwoc...”

Utayama cling c6 cadm giac twong ty.

Pac biét 1a thong tin ma Hayashi dé lai tredc khi chét, a, va con hanh dong ctia
Funaoka trong khoanh khac c6 lay lai y thitc. Ching c6 nghia 1a gi? Luc do
Funaoka gio tay chi vé phia Shimada dang dirng truéc giwong, do la...

La ‘t6i da nhin thay ké tan cong t6i’?

Utayama khong thé khong sinh nghi.
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Vay Shimada la hung thu?

Khong thé nao. Khi tiéng coi vang lén thi Shimada va anh van dang & phong
cua Hayashi.

Nhung...

Chiéc dong ho bao thirc ma vang dat trén tu chén bong reo 1én inh 6i. Tiéng
chudng chan dong ca bau khong khi ngdt ngat trong can phong rong 16n. Lic nay
da la 6 gio sang.

https://thuviensach.vn



2

“Chung ta on lai sy kién thit nhat.” Shimada dat hai tay 1én ban, “Nguwdi bi
hai la Suzaki Shosuke, hién trwong gay an la phong Minotaur. Hung thu
dung vat ctting danh anh dy ngat xiu, sau dé dung day thit c6 dén chét. Tiép
theo, han dung cay riu trang tri treo trén twong chat cho c6 anh Suzaki gan
dut, roi 1ay tiéu ban dau bo ciing dugc treo trong phong dy, rap vao vi tri von
la dau nan nhan. Thoi gian gdy an khoang tir nita dém dén sang, va khong ai
trong ching ta cé bang chitng ngoai pham ca.

“Mat khac, trong may cua anh Suzaki, c6 m6t doan van mé dau tiéu thuyét Thi
cdp cua Minotaur. Hién treong giét nguwdoi cda tiéu thuyét dwgc miéu td gan nhw
giong hét hién trwong trong hién thue, ké ca viéc ‘dat dau bo vao vi tri dau nan
nhan’ tao thanh sy mo6 phong kép.

“Bay gio t6i tam chinh ly lai mdy diéu chiing ta da suy luan vé qua trinh gay an
cua hung thu.

“Pém khuya hom dé, hung thu da vao phong cia anh Suzaki, khéo 1éo bia ra ly
do gi d6 dé liva anh 4y dén phong khach Minotaur, hodc cling c6 thé hai bén da
hen nhau ti trréc. Ching ta c6 thé twdng twgng ra co hoi cho hung tha doc ban
thdo trong may tinh: khi dén phong anh Suzaki, hodc khi anh Suzaki dén phong
khach chd han. Sau d6 han lya lic anh Suzaki khong dé y, dung vat citng dap vao
dau anh ay.

“Pén gig, co it nhat hai nghi van trong vu nay. Mot la nguyén nhan hung thu
mo6 phong Thu cdp cua Minotaur. Hai 1a, tai sao han phai lam viéc thtra gidy vé
voi nhu chat dau nan nhan?

“Hai nghi van nay, hdm qua chiing ta ciing ban nhiéu roi, nhat 1a vé chuyén
‘chat dau’. To6i da noi ra cach giai thich cia minh va ctiing moi ngwoi kiém tra, két
qua cho thay khong ai trong tdm ngwoi chiing ta c6 dau hiéu dang ngo ca.”

Co6 vé Shimada van chwa tir bo cai logic chit dau ma anh ta dwa ra: hung tha bi
chdy mau, vo tinh dinh vao tham trai san nén han danh chat dau nan nhan dé loai
bo ching ctt.
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Nhung, Utayama nghi bung, néu cit suy nghi theo hwéng dé thi chi co thé két
ludn rang hung thu 1a thw ky Ino Mitsuo.

“Vé diém nay, cac anh chi ci¢ dé t6i tam bao lwu y kién ctia minh.” Shimada
noi, roi nhin ba ngwdi con lai, “Khéng ai c6 y kién gi a?”

“Chua han 1a y kién.” Samejima n6i, “Vé nghi van thit nhat, nguyén nhan hung
thit mo6 phong tiéu thuyét cia anh Suzaki. T6i cling khéng dam chac, c6 diéu,
hung tht khién t6i c6 cdm giac han lam vay vi nhitng yéu t6 nhw tinh kich hay
tinh san khau, giong giong kiéu ‘tv thé hién ban than’...”

“Y anh 14 hung thti c8 ¥ biéu dién cho chiing ta xem?”

“Pung. Nghe c6 vé dién r6 nhung chang biét vi sao tdi lai...”

“Samejima,” Utayama no6i, “Hién treong ma Kiyomura va Hayashi bi giét
cling twong tw, tirc cling mo phong ban thao tiéu thuyét.”

“Thé a?” Nha phé binh van hoc khé chdp mat.

“Qi chao... em hét chiu néi roi.” Keiko ctdi dau 1dm bam, rdi c6 nhin Utayama
bang 4nh mat cau cttu, “Tha cho em di, dirtng ban vé &n mang nita... Em khong
muodn nghe.”

Keé tir hdm qua dén gio, Keiko lu6n té ra citng c6i dén mic Utayama ciling phai
ngac nhién. Mdc du von la bac si, song phu nit van cit 1a phu nit, hon nita c6 lai
dang c6 bau. Hét kiém tra thi thé mau me ctia Suzaki r6i lai chitng kién Funaoka
chét trong dau kho khién c6 cam thay bi s6c nang.

Utayama khé 6m vai Keiko dang run ray.

“Em dirng lo. Moi nguwoi déu & day cd nén sé rat an toan. Hay em sang sofa ma
ngoi?”

“Pugc. A, thdi, khong sao...” Keiko béng nhu tinh tdo tré lai, 1ic dau, “Rat
xin 16i. Anh Shimada, mdi anh néi tiép di.”

“Vay thi...” Nhitng ngon tay ctia Shimada ngo nguay trén madt ban trong khi
anh noi, “Nha phé binh Samejima noi cling c6 ly. Nhitng ai mé truyeén trinh tham,
khi nhac dén ‘mo phéng giét nguwai’, thi lap tirc ban vé tinh tat yéu cia né. Chang
qua, van c6 kha nang la ban chat ctia sy mo6 phong trong vu nay chang co ly Ié gi
o rét ma chi 1a hanh vi c4 nhan cta hung tha ma théi. Ching ta tam gac van de
ay sang mot bén. Tiép theo, ching ta thir ban vé viéc mat tich cta thw ky Ino
Mitsuo, cau ta da di dau r6i?”

“Anh Shimada, vé diém nay, dém qua t6i da nghi rang...” Samejima néi,
“Kiyomura luén bdo thu ky Ino 1a hung tha, sau khi giét anh Suzaki, cau ta qua
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so hdi nén da bo tron. Va vi anh va anh Utayama da suc tim rat nhiéu noi nhung
van khong thdy Ino dau nén lic 4y, t6i thay lap ludn cia Kiyomura rit co sitc
thuyét phuc. Bai thé, t6i da tan thanh ti€p tuc cudc thi sang tac. Co diéu, sau do
toi lai lo rang 18 nhw Ino - ci¥ cho cau ta la hung thu di - khéng trén ra ngoai ma
van an nap dau do trong nha nay thi sao...”

“Samejima ciling cho rang & day cé phong bi mat a?” Utayama bu6t miéng héi
khi nhé dén cau néi cua Shimada t6i qua.

Nha phé binh vin hoc nghe thé lien mé& to mét, ngo ngac hoi lai, “O day c6
phong bi mat a?”

“A, béi vi anh Shimada...”

“Samejima khong biét sao?” Shimada hoéi, vé mit rat nghiém tic, “Ong
Nakamura Seiji, nguoi thiét ké Mé Lo Quan nay, nghe n6i rat thich dung ky xdo
danh Iiva thi gidc trong kién tric, va, cha sé hitu lai chang phai ai khac ma la 6ng
Miyagaki. GOp ca hai yéu t6 nay ma suy xét thi toi cho rang trong nha nay rat c6
thé c6 nhitng thit nhw phong bi mat hay duwong ngam.”

Samejima ‘6’ mot tiéng roi gii dau, “Y t6i khong phai thé. T6i muén néi 13,
cho du khong c6 phong bi mat di nita thi Ino van c6 cho dé an nap.”

Nghe Samejima n6i dén day, Utayama chgt nhan ra. Bung la c6 cho dé an nap.
O ngay trong khu nha duwéi mit dat nay.

Chi can chia khéa so cua la c6 thé tuy y ra vao, ay vay ma khong hiéu sao, cho
dén bay gio van chang ai dé y dén diéu nay ca.

“Trong phong doc cua bac Miyagaki a?”

“Pung thé?’ Samejima gat dau, “Vi du, khi giét va chat dau anh Suzaki, hung
tht chac chan sé bi mau ban 1én ngwdi. Néu mudn tay sach vét mau thi phong doc
la mot noi ly twéng, trong dé cé phong tam...”

“U nhi...”

Shimada s& cam, vé mat nhw dang tw ndi sao minh ngé ngan thé, “Vay lat nita
chuing ta bugc phai pha ctra can phong dé xem sao.”
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“Vu viéc thit hai do anh Utayama ngau nhién phat hién ra, ding khong?”

Moi nguwoi ban sang van dé tiép theo, vi hién gio van chira c6 dap an cho cau
hoi ‘Ino Mitsuo c6 phai hung thu hay khong’.

“Nguoi bi hai la Kiyomura Junichi, hién truong gay an la phong Medea bén
canh phong Theseus ctia nan nhan. Anh Utayama c6 thé ké lai qua trinh phat hién
ra chu?”

“Pugc.”

Utayama c6 gang thuat lai that ti mi.

“Nghe thay tiéng toi goi, anh Shimada lién chay dén, hai ching t6i cing xem
xét tinh hinh thi thé.”

Sau d6 anh nhac dén ‘bay rap’ duwgc bo tri & cong tac dén va mau thw viét dudi
danh nghia Funaoka trong tui ao ctia Kiyomura.

“Thw do c6 that sy do Funaoka viét khong thi chwa xac dinh dugc.”

“Co thé 1a chinh c6 ay kin ddo hen gdp Kiyomura dé ban vé cudc thi.
Nhung...” Samejima vira néi vira &n manh ngo6n tay 1én mi mat, han 1a vi dang
nhd lai canh twgng Funaoka bo mang.

Shimada n6i, “Mau thw do6 la nguy tao. Chac Samejima cling doc ‘ghi ch&’
trong may ctia Funaoka r6i? Co dy tam thdi khong hé cé y dinh dy thi.”

“Thé thi mau thw d6 la do hung tha viét?”

“Toi nghi vay. Nhung tién dé 1a Funaoka khong phai hung tha.”

“Hung thu 4?” Utayama thot 1én, “Co ay la mot trong nhitng nguwdi bi hai kia
ma?”

“Chang c6 gi la khi hung thu cling la nan nhan.” Shimada nhéch mép cudi,
“KEe twr khi kiét tac ctia Van Dine ra doi, da c6 rat nhiéu vi du twong tw.”

“Nhung Funaoka da chét...”

“Chung ta chi c6 thé noi, vé két qua thi ding la co6 dy da chét.”

“Gia stt nhu Funaoka da ty bién ty dién man kich ‘nan nhan cudi cung’ bi tdn
cong. Sau khi giét anh Kiyomura va anh Hayashi, c6 ay vé phong, ti gay thuwong
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tich nham thoét khoi dién tinh nghi réi bat coi bao dong. Cé diéu, c6 ay da qua
tay nén rot cudc lai thanh ty sat.”

“Anh Shimada...” Keiko lén tiéng, “T6i cho rang diéu d6 khong thé xay ra
dugc. Ty danh vao dau minh & céi vi tri 4y khong dé dau.”

“Thé a?” Shimada gb ngdn tay xuéng ban ct nhw dang choi dan piano, “Néu
dung dao hodc sting ban thi khong néi lam gi, tw danh vao sau dau dén mitc ngat
xiu thi qua that rat kho nhi. Cho du c6 thé lam ra mét hé théng tw dong danh,
xuong dau thi & hién treong cung phai con vét tich dang ngo mdi ding. Va, gia
stt Funaoka c6 y nguy tao hién treong ‘toi bi tdn cong’ thi co ay sé khong cai then
ctra. Vay nén to6i xin 16i vi vira phat biéu nhuw vdy. Cé thé loai triv kha nang
Funaoka la hung tha.”

No6i roi, Shimada thoc tay vao tui 4o thé thao, 1dy ra mot to' gidy. Ba ngudi con
lai cham chd nhin Shimada mé to gidy ra: la so d6 mat bang cia Mé L6 Quan.

“Quay lai chuyén ban ndy...” Shimada ngwéc mat, “Trong vu th¢ hai,
Kiyomura bi giét, van dé dau tién can no6i la tht doan tdam thuéc déc ctia hung
tha. Han da doc bén thao cua cau ay vao ltc nao thi t6i khong biét, nhwng dwong
nhién, du hung tha la Ino Mitsuo hay ai khac, han déu c6 bo chia khoéa so cua.
Rét c6 thé han da 1én lit vao phong Theseus ctia Kiyomura, roi thyc hién hanh vi
mo phéng tiéu thuyét Nanh doc trong béng t6i, dat bay chong tam thudc doc &
cong tac den phong Medea. Thuc ra thi t6i thay thoi gian c6 hoi khién cuong.”

Shimada hoi ngtrng lai, cau may nhin 1én tran nha.

“Panh tam bo qua. Tém lai, hung thu da kiém dwgc nicotin va vat liéu ¢ dau
d6 dé bo tri cai bay thuoc doc & phong Medea nhu trong ban thdo. Ly do han
chon phong do6 dé thwe hién hanh vi pham t0i, c6 thé giai thich 1a vi m6 phéng
tiéu thuyét. Hodc 13, vi han can mot can phong trong dé gay an.”

Utayama ‘a’ mot tiéng, hoi nga ngwdi vao lung ghé.

Xem ra sau bon tiéng dong ho tréi qua ké tir khi Kiyomura bi giét, dong suy
nghi cua Shimada da tré nén r6 rang mach lac hon.

“Pau tién la bdi cau tao ctia can phong. Ca nhan t6i cho rang, tit cd cac phong
ngu danh cho khach trong khu nha nay déu giong nhau. Cira déu mé vao trong
sang bén phdi, cong tac den thi gan ¢ twong bén trai. Khi Kiyomura budc vao mot
can phong t6i om, dwong nhién cau ay sé lan tim cong tac phia tay trai va dinh
bay.
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“Va@i cac phong khac nhu dai sanh, phong gidi tri hodc thw vién thi sao? Dai
sanh luon c6 nguwoi, phong giai tri, thu vién va phong khach thi cta lai m¢& vao
trong sang trai, cong tac den gan & twong bén phdi, vi tri kha xa ctta so vdi cac
phong ngt danh cho khéach. C6 1€ hung thu lo rang néu la & nhitng noi c6 bé cuc
trdi ngugc nhw vay thi ‘con moi’ sé nhan ra cai bay khi dung mat tim cong tac
den.”

“Nhung, anh Shimada...” Utayama ndi, “Anh ciing da néi, néu hung thu goi
Kiyomura sang phong Medea thi cau ay sé sinh nghi...”

“Pung thé. Néu khién Kiyomura canh giac thi rat c6 kha nang cau ay sé khéng
dén diém hen. Cho nén, hung thit méi muwon danh nghia ctia Funaoka dé nhir nan
nhan sang phong gidi tri tredc tién.” Shimada chi vao td so do, “Céac anh chi nhin
nay.”

“Khoan.” Néi r6i Utayama s0O tdi quan, lay ban photo ctia minh, dat 1én ban,
ma ra cho Keiko cung xem.

Samejima chuyén dén ng6i canh Shimada, ghé nhin so d6 trong tay anh.(#)

“Theo mau thw thi cé 16 Kiyomura da dén phong gidi tri lic 1 gio sang, nhung
cho mai van khong thdy Funaoka. Sau do liéu Kiyomura c6 di sang phong c6 ay
khong? T6i nghi, véi tinh cach cda cau ay thi han la khéng. Thay vao do, cau ay
sé rat tirc gian vi bi gat va quay vé phong minh.

“Bay gio hdy nhin sg do. Thit so sanh hai quang dwong di tir hanh lang c6 16
cho ré dén phong Theseus va dén phong Medea...”

Utayama cham chu quan sat theo ggi y cia Shimada.

Quang duwong tir hanh lang do6 ré vao hai can phong nhw thé nao? Di tir phia
Nam lén phia Bac, cho ré thit 13 dan dén phong Theseus, cho ré thit 10 la phong
Medea...

“... A!” Utayama da nhan ra diéu dé.

Keiko va Samejima ciing lan Iwgt 6 1én vi ngac nhién.

“Hoan toan giong nhau, ding khong?”

Shimada noi dang.

Hai quang dwong dy hoan toan giong nhau.(#)

Nén nhd, khi anh Utayama dén tim Kiyomura thi thdy c6 mot t0 s@ d6 nam
trén mat ban, trc la nan nhan da di dén phong giai tri ma khong cam theo no.
Chung ta cling biét rang phong gidi tri rat dé tim, va ké tit hom kia, Kiyomura da
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dén do6 nhiéu lan. Do vay, cau ay nhé duwong, khong can mang so do la chuyén rat
binh thwong, chwa ké doc hanh lang con cé cac mat na thach cao lam dau.”

“A!” Utayama lai thot lén.

Thi ra la thé. Nhitng chiéc mat na thach cao.

Sau khi phat hién thi thé Kiyomura ¢ phong Medea, trén dwong cung Shimada
di dén phong Hayashi, Utayama da cam thay c6 gi d6 khong binh thuwong, dén gio
anh m@i hiéu dugce nguyén nhan.

La hai chiéc mat na thach cao d6, mat na sw tit dang nhe nanh va ngywa mot
sung.

H6m qua, ltic anh va Shimada di tim Ino, dén phong Medea thi mat na & cho ré
trén twong la s ti¥, nhwng sau khi tim thay xac Kiyomura thi né lai bi thay bang
madt na ngwa mot sirng, con cai mat na su ti thi dwgc treo ¢ cho ré vao phong
Theseus.

Chtng da bi trao doi vi tri cho nhau.

“Cé6 16 cho ré, cho nao ré vao phong minh? T6t nhat 1a nhé bang mat na, bdi
sé rat dé nham néu c¥ phai dém cho ré tir 1, 2 dén 13, diing khong?”

Utayama tan thanh cach suy luan ctia Shimada, vi chinh anh ciling nhin mdt na
dé nhé duong di.

“Tém lai, hung thu da lgi dung thoi gian Kiyomura di dén phong gidi tri dé
trdo d6i vi tri ctia hai cai mat na treo & cho ré vao phong Theseus va Medea. Khi
nan nhan di t& phia Nam tréd vé phong minh, nhin thdy mat na quen thudc thi
dwong nhién sé ré vao. Hai cho ré cach nhau khong xa nén cau dy c6 nham ciing
chang lay gi lam la.

“Ctt thé, Kiyomura von dinh tr@ vé phong minh thi lai bi dan dén phong
Medea. Bay gio dén canh ctra. Ca hai déu khong cé tam bién dong khac tén
phong. Han hung thu da thao bién truwdc cira phong Medea ra dé nan nhan khong
nhan ra minh di nham.”

Pén lic nay, mot vai tinh tiét khé hiéu xung quanh cai chét cia Kiyomura da
dan sang toé, nhitng manh ghép dang dan khép lai thanh mot tdim hinh hoan chinh.

“Néu bé qua khong tinh dén van dé ‘mé6 phong’, thi cit cho rang hung thu sé do
mat cong sitc hon khi chi viéc dén thang phong Kiyomura va dat bay, song mau
chot 1a sé rat mat thoi gian dé dat dugc cai ban chong do6 1én cong tac, chac chan
khong thé kip trwdc khi Kiyomura tir diém hen quay vé phong dugc.
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“Do do, han phai du ‘con mo6i’ dén can phong da dat san bay. Hung tht con can
than dé ctita mé& cho ‘con moi’ vao. Chac chan Kiyomura sé khéng quén khoda ctra
lic ra khoi phong trong tinh hudng hién gid, cé diéu, du khién cau dy nghi ngo
bén trong c6 nguy hiém di nita, han van phai lam vay dé nan nhan tin chac day
ding la phong minh. Trudc sau gi cau ay ciling sé bat den, ding khong?”

“Nhung lic t6i dén phong Kiyomura thi ctta phong khong khda, thé 1a sao?”
Utayama néu cau hoi.

“Toi cho rang do la hung tht mé.” Shimada trd 10i, r6i nhin Samejima, “Gan
giong vGi y kién Samejima néu ra lic ndy, toi c6 cdm gidc hinh nhw hung tha c6
tim c4ch rit ngan thdi gian ching ta phat hién xac Kiyomura.”

“Rut ngan thoi gian?”

“Pung. T6i cho rang hung thua dv tinh dé ching ta phat hién thi thé nay vao
budi sang. Néu ching ta déu day ma khong thay ba nguoi kia dau ca thi ching ta
sé voi va di tim. Viéc anh Utayama di tim Kiyomura giita dém khuya nam ngoai
du tinh caa hung thu.

“Cho nén, han da mé& khéa ctra phong Kiyomura trwdc, dé khi ching ta goi
khong thay ai tra 10i thi sé xong vao ma khéng can pha ctra phong. N6i hung tha
muon cai xac bi phat hién sém nghe c6 vé ky la, lai rat phu hgp véi y kién ‘hung
tha dang ty thé hién minh’ cia Samejima.”

Utayama chang biét nén nhan dinh thé nao.

Ty thé hién minh a? Néu néi vay thi nguwdi phu hgp nhat véi hinh twgng hung
tha chinh la anh chang Shimada dang sam vai tham t& nay, hodc cling cé kha
nang la nha phé binh Samejima day. Nguwdi khong giong nhat chac chi cé the ky
Ino Mitsuo dang mat tich.

“Hung thu...” Shimada cham chadm nhin Samejima, Utayama va Keiko, va ca
ba Kadomatsu dang ng6i thu lu trén sofa, “Van c6 thé la bat cit ai trong nam
nguoi ching ta, mién la c6 chia khoéa so cua trong tay. Cho dén gio, t6i cling chi
c6 thé noi nhw vay.”
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“Dén vu thit ba.” Shimada no6i tiép, “T6i va anh Utayama mudn nhanh
chéng goi moi nguwoi day, bén chay dén phong gan nhat, titc la phong
Aegeus ctia Hayashi. & d6, ching t6i phat hién thi thé cau dy véi mot con
dao dang cam trén lwng. Vé thoi gian, tdi cho rang n6 xay ra sau cai chét cta
Kiyomura, c6 nghia day la vu thi ba.

“Bdi phong Hayashi ké sat phong Kiyomura nén sé an toan hon néu giét
Kiyomura treéc. Tinh thoi gian hen & phong giai tri va thoi gian di lai, t6i doan
Kiyomura bi giét trong khoang 1 gio dén 1 gio ru6i sang, han hung thu xac dinh
cau ay da chét béi thuéc doc xong ma@i cam dao di tim Hayashi, Iic do6 co 1€ la
tredc 2 gio sang.

“Vé hién truong...”

Shimada néi mot lwgt vé vi tri, tw thé cua thi thé, cing vGi bd ban ghé chan sau
canh ctra...

“Tiép theo la cai may danh chit. Tay Hayashi bam chdt mép ban, ban phim
dinh mau, may dang bat san, trong dé c6 doan dau cua tiéu thuyét. T6i cho rang
cdu ay dang viét van thi bi tdn céng.”

“N0i dung co6 trung khit vdi hién treong thye té€ khong?” Samejima héi.

Shimada gat dau. “Tuy nhién, cha dé tiéu thuyét cia cau ay c6 vé khac thuong,
nén hién treong rot cudc la do hung tha bé tri, nan nhan co6 tinh tao ra hay chi la
ngau nhién thi t6i khong phan doan dwgc.”

“Nan nhan c6 tinh tao ra nghia la sao?”

“Téac pham cua Hayashi la thé nay.” Shimada gidi thich doan mé& dau trong Lo
nhdn qua I6p thuy tinh.

Tac gia xung ‘toi’, dang & trong phong Aegeus trong Mé Lo Quan, bat dau viét
tiéu thuyét v4i y twdng la ‘10i nhan ctia nan nhan tredc khi chét’ theo két cdu
‘truyén long trong truyén’, sau dé la miéu ta vé hién truong. ..

“Thuec té thi doan van nay bi gian doan, bén dwdi bé trong bon dong, cudi cung
la may ky tw khong r6 nghia, vi tri con tré6 nam ngay sau may ky tw do.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Samejima tram tw, “Y anh 13, c6 kha ning xac cia Hayashi & trong tw thé dé 1a
do dung may go6 10i nhan tredc khi chét?”

“Pung vay. Hodc ciing c6 thé hung tht doc doan van dé xong da mo phdong
hién treong y nhu ban thdo. Dgi han bé di, Hayashi c6 van chit sitc lyc cudi
cung gb dwgc may chir ay.”

“La nhitng chir gi?”

“‘wwh’ bang chit La Tinh, viét thuwong.”

“wwh...”

Gia st chuyén thanh chit hoa thi sao nhi?

Ban dén phan ‘16i nhan’, Utayama lai tap trung suy nghi

WWH... Néu xoay chiing 180 do thi sé duwgc ba chit khac, vi du nhw HMM
hoac MMH?

Co tén ai viét tat la HM hoac MH khong nhi? Khong. Tinh ca bit danh ciing
khong phu hgp véi ai ¢ day ca.

No6i dén HM thi c6 mot nhan vat trong tiéu thuyét trinh tham cua Carr dwéi but
danh Carter Dickson la Sir. Henry Merrivale*, viét tat 1a H.M., béo uc ich nhw cai
thung ruwou... khong, d6 khong phai van dé. Néu ldy H.M. dé dé am chi ‘tham t’
Shimada thi qua v khién cuong.

HMM... Hayakawa Mystery Magazine - tap chi trinh tham Nhat Ban? it nhat
anh c6 thé chac chan rang Samejima, Kiyomura, Funaoka déu da tirng giti bai cho
tap chi nay. Hai nguoi kia da la nan nhan, vay Samejima la hung thu u?

Van khong 6n, vi khi Hayashi bi giét thi dau c6 biét lic ay Kiyomura da chét
va Funaoka cling sé bo mang khong lau sau d6. Vay y nghia cta ‘16i nhan’ ay la
gi?

A, khoan da...

Hai chit M.H. viét tat, néu phién am theo hé Hepburn* thi khéng trung véi tén
ai, nhung theo kiéu Nhat thi c6. Ky ty .5+ trong hé Hepburn phién am la ‘fu’,
trong kiéu Nhat lai 1a hu”, c6 nghia la tén viét tat cia “Madoka Hunaoka” phu
hop diéu kién.

Thé nhung van khong 6n. Ngwai bi hai thit tw, titc Funaoka, khong thé 1a hung
tha. Ly do thi lic nay Shimada da no6i roi.

“Anh Utayama nghi ra ham y ctia ba chit 4y chwa?”

Utayama lac dau mét cach bat lyec.

“Van chwa.”
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“Thé a?” Shimada that vong nhun vai, “N6i that la tdi cling chang c6 manh
moi nao vé nd cd. Samejima va chi Keiko c6 y twdng gi khong?”

Samejima lac dau. Keiko guc mat vao vai Utayama, im lang.

“Thé thi danh tam gac lai vay. Bay gio ching ta ban dén bo ban ghé chan phia
sau canh ctra...” Shimada nhéch moi, “T6i cho rang Hayashi khoa ctra, cai chét,
va x€p ban ghé chan cira, l1a vi bdo dam an toan, vay ma khi hai ching t6i dén
phong do thi ctra khong khda, chot da bi kéo ra, chwéng ngai vat cling bi gat sang
mot bén. Van dé dau tién & day la hung thu da vao phong bang cach nao? Cach
suy ludn don gian nhat la chinh Hayashi m&i hung tha vao. Mau chét 1a tai sao
cdu ay lai chap nhan cho khach vao phong lic dém khuya nhw thé? Anh Utayama
nghi sao?”

“Co6 thé 1a ngwoi ma cau dy khong can canh giac, hoac cau ay bi ltra. Du gi
cling c6 thé chac chan doi phwong khong phai thu ky Ino.”

“Pung. Khong doi nao Hayashi lai cho Ino Mitsuo vao. Thé thi ké d6 c6 thé la
ai?”

Shimada lan Iwgt nhin tirng ngwdi, “Nha phé binh Samejima va chi Keiko déu
nam trong dién nay, vi hai vi déu khong truc tiép dinh dang dén cudc thi sang tac.
Ba Kadomatsu, du xac suat rat thap, song ciing khong thé hoan toan loai triv kha
nang ba ta la hung thu. Ca anh Utayama cling vay.”

“Gi thé?” Utayama m@ to mat kinh ngac, “Sao lai c6 ca t6i? Khi tiéng coi bao
dong vang lén thi t6i dang dirng bén canh anh co ma.”

“Badi vay t6i mdi néi xac suat rat thap. Nhung khong phai khong c6.”

“Tai sao?”

“Pung la khi &y anh dang & bén t6i, nhung néu do6 la anh thiét ké chitng cw
ngoai pham cho minh thi sao? Vi duy, trwdc khi ‘phat hién’ xac Kiyomura thi anh
da tdn cong Funaoka, r6i anh 1ay céi coi cua cd dy ra va hen gid dé coi kéu. Pén
thdi diém t6i va anh cung phat hién ra xac Hayashi thi coi mdi hoat dong. Sau do,
toi va anh chay dén phong Funaoka. Vi khong m& dugc ctra, t6i lai phai chay dén
phong khach dé 1ay céi riu. Trong khoang thoi gian nay, anh 1ay chia khoa so cua
ra m& ctta phong va xda bo thao tac hen gio trwdc d6. Anh thay 1ap luadn nay thé
nao?”

“N6i dua cling nén cé chirng muc thoi.” Utayama gat gong. Néu nghi ngo t6i
6 clua khoa so cua, anh ctt kham nguwai toi thi biét ngay.”

“DPén gio van giilr chia khda so cua trong ngudi? Khong ai dan don thé dau.”
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Nhin vé mat nghiém tiic ctia Shimada, Utayama lam bam, “Chuyén do6...” roi
anh khong tim dugc ly do gi dé bién ho thém nita. Phai mot 1at sau, anh mdi néi
tiép, “T6i xin tra lai anh nguyén ven cai gia thiét nay. Biét dau chinh anh méi la
nguwoi hen gid cho coi kéu, réi thira co t6i khong chd y sau khi pha ctta, huy hét
chitng c bat 1gi?”

“Cach giai thich ay rat khién cudng.” Shimada than nhién néi, “Cho du mu6n
dung cach d6 dé tao chitng ct ngoai pham cho minh thi t6i ciing khong thé du
dodn dwoc anh Utayama sé phat hién ra xac Kiyomura vao thoi diém d6 ma hen
gio.”

“Biét dau anh da tinh toan ra thdi gian can dén can phong cda ai trwdc.”
Utayama gian di phan bac, “Anh con nh¢ sy viéc luc ndy xay ra ¢ phong Icarus
chi¥? Funaoka ltic sap chét bong dung tinh tdo, va gio tay chi vao anh. Tai sao?”

“U. Tai sao nhi?” Shimada guong cudi, “Théi dugce, ditng néng nay thé. Toi
chi dwa ra vai kha nang ma thoéi. C6 mot chitng ¢t c6 thé phu dinh gia thiét t6i
hodc anh Utayama la hung tha.”

“OA?

“DPé 1a tai sao hung tht khong dgi cho Funaoka chét han? Han chi danh vao
dau c6 ay roi bo di, cé diéu, néu c6 ay chwa chét thi chang phai sé rat nguy hiém
cho han a? Gia st c6 ay la nguwdi thit nhat bi tan cong, hung thu sé khong nira voi
nhv vay.”

“Co6 thé chit.” Utayama ham hue gat dau.

Shimada c6 vé nguwgng ngung, tiép tuc, “Thé thi... van con hai cau hoi: ‘loi
nhan trwdc khi chét’ c6 nghia 1a gi, va tai sao Hayashi lai mgi hung thu vao
phong. Thuc ra, t6i c6 mdt cach nghi khéac han y kién Itic ndy vé cau héi thit hai.”

“That a?” Samejima vira rat mot diéu thuéc mdi dwa 1én miéng ngadm vira hoi,
“Rot cudc do 1a...”

“Ctr tw tir. Khi ching ta ban dén vu giét nguoi thi tw, diéu nay tw khac sé noi
1én.

N6i r6i Shimada bong ditng day di vé phia nha bép. “Xin 16i, t6i khat qu4, vao
uong coc nwéc da.”
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“Vu tht tw...” Shimada uong hét nita coc nuwdc, roi tiép tuc néi, “Loai bd
kha nang cé nguoi hen gio, thoi diém toi va anh Utayama nghe thay tiéng
coi vang lén la khodng 3 gio ruGi sang. C6 vé khong lau sau khi sat hai
Hayashi, hung tha da tdn cong Funaoka. Ci¢ nhw han muén x ly xong tat ca
trong mot dém, béi du han la ai thi sau khi hai vu kia bi phat hién, sé rat kho
khan dé han tiép tuc hanh vi giét nguoi.

“Lac han tdn cong Funaoka, c6 dy da bam cho coi bao dong vang 1én. Thé la
han chi kip danh mot ci vao dau Funaoka r6i 1ap tic chuon khoéi hién truong ma
khong xac dinh xem c6 ay da chét han chua.

“Gan nhu dong thoi, t6i va anh Utayama chay dén phong Icarus, mat chirng ba
phuit. Bén trong van khoa kin va cai then nén chiing t6i phai pha ctta mé&i vao
dwgc, nhung khong thay béng hung tha dau. Hién trwong hét nhw gay an trong
phong kin ma tiéu thuyét thwong miéu ta.”

“Trong phong kin a...” Samejima tram ngam, khé xoay diéu thudc 14 kep gitra
hai ngén tay, “Cu thé la thé nao?”

“Then ctta thudc loai don gian, chi can dung cudn chi hodc day kim loai budc
vao la co thé cai then tir bén ngoai. Tuy nhién, ci coi kéu la diéu rat bat ngo doi
vGi hung thu. T6i khéng cho rang han kip lam diéu do, vi t6i va anh Utayama chi
mat khodng ba phit dé chay dén noi. Hon nita, xét hanh vi mang tinh ‘tw thé
hién’ ctia hung thu tir dau dén gio thi bién phong d6 thanh ‘mot phong kin’ la
viéc khong can thiét. Do do6, néu gop n6 véi van dé ‘tai sao Hayashi mdi hung thu
vao phong’ & vu thit ba dé suy nghi, thi ching ta sé 1ap tic thay duwgc cau tra 101,
diung khong?”

Nghe cau héi Shimada néu ra, Utayama va Keiko déu lac dau, chang ro ba
Kadomatsu dang ngoi trén sofa c6 dé y nghe ho ban bac khong ma bong ngirng
tung kinh.

“Y anh 1a... hién trudng phong kin 4y ndm ngoai k& hoach cta hung thu?”
Samejima than trong noi. “N6i cach khac, hung thu von khong dinh bién phong
Icarus thanh phong kin. Chiéu theo tw twdng ‘ty thé hién’ cua hung thd, c6 1€ han
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dinh dé ctra phong Funaoka ciing khong khoéa, chang qua tiéng coi bat ngo vang
1én khién han hoang hét, cho nén...”

“Pung thé.” Shimada hai long gat dau, “Cho nén han da bé chay va khong thé
lam gi khac hon la mac ké can phong van trong trang thai phong kin. Hién treong
dé khong phai diéu hung thtt muodn tao ra.”

“Nhung, anh Shimada nay, anh néi han v6i va bo chay khéi hién treong, vay
tai sao then cwra lai cai tir bén trong?” Utayama néu cau hoi.

“Khoéng phai.” Samejima tra 15i, “Y anh Shimada 1a hung thi khéng chay ra
ctra phong, dung khong?”

“Chinh thé day.”

“Vay thi...”

Thay Utayama van con hoang mang. Shimada bén giai thich, “C6 dudng ngam
thong ra ngoai.”

“Anh Utayama sao thé? Chac khong phdi anh ding trén 1ap trwong bién tap
vién cua tiéu thuyét trinh thdm ma cho rang may thit nhv dwong ngam la tha phap
trai quy tac day chi?” Shimada tum tim, “Trong Mé Lo Quan nay, toi e rang hau
hét cac phong... A, du c6 khong phai di nita thi it ra phong Aegeus ctia Hayashi
va phong Icarus ctia Funaoka chac chan cé ctra bi mat. Lic ndy ng6i trong phong
Icarus chd vg chong anh, t6i da thi go 1én twong dé tim, van khong thay gi dang
nghi, tuy nhién, t6i van cho rang trong d6 c6 chét dé ma cira bi mat.”

“Nhung...”

“Anh van cho rang n6 khong thé ton tai a? Nhuwng anh Utayama nay, chi c6
chap nhan gia thiét d6 thi mdi c6 thé gidi thich hién trudng cta vu giét ngwoi thi
ba va th tw duoc.

“Tai sao Hayashi da bo tri chwéng ngai vat r6i ma van moi hung thd vao
phong? Sy that la cdu ay khong cho ai vao ca, hung thd da dot nhap can phong
bang mot duwdng ngam nao do.

“Hanh hung xong, han lai trén ra theo 16i cfi, Idc nay han nén lam gi? Han xé
dich chwéng ngai vat sang bén va mé khéa ctra ra, dé thé hién rang c6 ké da vao
phong bang ctra chinh r6i hanh hung Hayashi. Néu khéng lam thé thi hién treong
gdy an trong phong kin sé khién cho ngudi ta cdm giac trong nay c6 dwong ngam
roi tim toi kham pha, ma hién nhién, hung thu chang hé mudn chiing ta biét han
c6 thé tuy y ra vao phong ngt cho khach du c6 cai then trong.”
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bén day, Utayama da hiéu ‘logic’ cia Shimada la thé nao. Tém lai, hung thu
da xé dich chuéng ngai vat va m@ khoa ctra nham che giau sy that ‘day la hién
treong gay an trong phong kin’.

“Chiéu theo logic nay, ching ta c6 thé giai thich ly do han bién Icarus thanh
mot phong kin.” Shimada n6i, “Hung thta dy dinh hanh hung Funaoka xong sé
m@ san ctra roi mai tron di, nhung tiéng coi bat ngd ndi 1én khién han hoang sg
khong kip hanh dong, két qua la phong d6 da bién thanh mot phong kin. Diéu nay
nam ngoai ké hoach cua han.”

Shimada uéng nét coc nuwdc roi ti€p tuc, “Van dé la dwong ngam ay giau &
dau? Chung ta phai tim cho ra.”

“Thé thi, anh Shimada...” Samejima cham diéu thuoc, “Kha nang thw ky Ino la
hung tht sé cang 16n. Hayashi dwong nhién sé khong cho han vao phong, Ino con
la thw ky riéng cua thay Miyagaki, c6 duwgc thay cho biét vi tri dwong ngam trong
nha nay ciling binh thuong.”

“Pung thé.” Shimada gat dau, bé sung, “Nhung van khong thé khang dinh la
chinh cau ta. Thue ky Ino, anh Utayama, hodc t6i, hodc Samejima, ngay ca chi
Keiko, tuy la lan dau tién dén khu nha nay ciing khong ngoai 1€, déu c6 kha nang
la hung tha. Bat ky ai cling c6 thé do ngau nhién ma phat hién ra duwong ngam
trong khu nha nay.”
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“Sau khi ban bac, t6i cho rang van dé chu yéu tap trung & may diém sau.”
Shimada xoe tay phdi ra, dat 1én ban, lan lwot dém titng ngén, “Mot, ‘logic
chdt dau’ ma t6i néu ra ding hay sai. Hai, ba chi¥ cai dé lai trén man hinh
mdy danh chit cia Hayashi nghia la gi? Ba, ctta dwong ngam nam & dau?”
“Con nita, anh Shimada.” Samejima néi, “Dong cudi cung ¢ ‘ghi chi’ cda
Funaoka dé cap dén ‘6 t6’ nghia la gi? T6i khong hiéu nhung van cho rang no rat
quan trong.”
“U, ding thé.” Shimada 4p ban tay 1én tran, “Co 4y viét ring, “T6i bdng nhd ra
mot chuyén... vé chiéc xe 6 t6, chiéc xe ay... *”
... Xe a? La chiéc xe nao?
Bai dé xe cta khu nha nay hién gio han chi c6 chié€c Mercedes-Benz ctia nha
van Miyagaki va xe cia Utayama. C6 van dé gi ¢ day? Hay la...
Utayama dang nghi ngoi thi Keiko bong ‘a’ mat tiéng.
“Gi thé?”
“Em vtra nghi ra mot chuyén.” Keiko hao hitng nhin Utayama.
“Veé chiéc xe a?”
“Khong, ma la vé ‘10i nhan’ cta Hayashi.”
«{p7»
“Hbém dau tién, Kiyomura va Hayashi n6i chuyén & hanh lang, ltic d6 Hayashi
noi...”
“Sao?”
“Anh quén a? Hayashi da than phién vé viéc ban phim khong thich hop véi
minh con gi? Rang ciu ay chi quen dung may Oasys.”
“A...” Utayama dap tay vao dau goi, néi tiép, “Chi quen véGi cach gé chir
chuyén doi ngén cai ch gi?”
bong thoi, Shimada cling kéu 1én, “Thi ra la thé.”
“Chuyén doi ngén céi, anh Shimada a.” Utayama hao hitng néi.
Ay vay ma Shimada lai ng6 ra, héi lai, “Nghia l1a sao?”
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Khong chd Utayama tra 10i, Shimada ditng day rao bwéc vé géc dat chiéc dién
thoai. Xem ra anh dang nghi dén mot diéu khac.

“Ttc la vé chuyén chiéc xe 6 t6...”

Shimada cling hao hitng khong kém gi Utayama, vira Iam bam vira ngoi xuong
trwdc ban dat may dién thoai. Anh nhac cuon danh ba dat bén duwéi ra, bat dau lat
xem tung trang.

“Anh sao vay? Day dién thoai bi cat r6i ma?” Utayama hoi.

Shimada khong dap, chi mai kiém tra tirng trang trong cuon danh ba, vé mat
nhu dang suy nghi gi do.

Ngay lic moi ngudi bat dau lo rang, chang 1é Shimada hdéa ro roi hay sao, thi
lai thady anh gdp cudn danh ba day cop lai, 1am bam, “Qua nhién. Tém lai céi xe
do... ding la thé r6i.”

“Anh Shimada!” Samejima bwdc vé phia ban dién thoai, goi to. Dén lic nay,
Shimada mé&i ngoanh sang, vé mdt ngo ngac, “Sao?”

“Anh nén nghe vg chéng anh Utayama néi kia. Hinh nhw ho da hiéu ham y
trong ‘16i nhan treedc khi chét’ ctia Hayashi.”

“That a?” Coé thé thdy ndy gio Shimada van dang chim trong mach suy nghi
ctia minh va chang nghe vg chong Utayama noi gi ca.

“Anh Utayama noi di, toi nghe day.” Shimada budc trd lai béen ban.

“Chac anh chua tirng nghe néi vé cach go ‘chuyén déi ngoén cai’ dau nhi.”
Utayama noi, “D6 la cach nhap tiéng Nhat doc dao ctia may Oasys do hang
Fujitsu san xuat. Gidi thich ti mi thi rat phitc tap, dai khai la cach nhap ky tw ctia
n6 don gian hon may Bungo ma bac Miyagaki chuan bi san trong tirng phong.
Van dé la Hayashi chi quen dung may Oasys.”

Shimada da hiéu, “A, ra thé. Ciing titc 13, ltic hap héi, Hayashi hodc c6 ¥ hodc
vO0 tinh, dd nham lan ma dung cach chuyén déi ngén cai dé go chit trén ban phim
may Bungo.”

“T6i cho la nhw thé.”

“Rat c6 ly. Vay chuyén ba ky ti ‘wwh’ sang tiéng Nhat, ching ta sé dugc
nhitng chit gi?”

“Piéu nay thi toi chiu. Vi t6i khéng nhd dugc vi tri ky tu trén ban phim Bungo.
Phai nhin mdi biét duwoc.”

“Thé chiing ta dén phong c6 may danh chir di, tién thé tim xem c6 duong ngam
trong do khong.”
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Shimada da phat hién ra diéu gi khi kiém tra cuén danh ba nhi?

Utayama ban khoan vé van dé dé, nhung tredc mat, viéc tim ra dap an cho 16i
nhan con quan trong hon nhiéu, vi biét dau n6é am chi ho tén cda hung tha thi sao.

Kiém ché con phan khich, Utayama nam chat tay Keiko, ditng day.
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chwong 10

PUONG NGAM MO RA
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Moi ngudi vién 1y do ‘mdt minh trong dai sanh sé rat nguy hiém’, thuyét
phuc duge ba Kadomatsu von mudn & lai digng lén cung di. Ca nam budc ra
hanh lang ctia Mé Lo Quan.

Néu chi can xem ban phim thi vao phong nao ciing duwgc, song, ho nhat tri véi
Shimada vé chuyén tién thé tim xem c6 dwong ngam hay khong, nén sé chon gitta
hai phong, Aegeus cuia Hayashi hodc Icarus cua Funaoka. Vi phong ctia Hayashi
dang c6 thi thé do guc tredc ban dat may danh chit, ho quyét dinh di dén phong
Funaoka.

Luc nay la 7 gio rudi sang.

Tuy troi da sang rd, anh nang xuyén qua nhitng tdm kinh trén tran roi xuéng
phia dwéi, nhung hanh lang trong Mé L6 Quan van c6 vé hoi am u. Bau khong
khi hét sitc ndng né vi sau khi biét nhitng chiéc mat na mau trang v6 cam trén
twong kia la dong 10a sat hai Kiyomura, ai cing c6 cdm giac ching nhw dam ac
ma dang am tham cuwdi nhao minh.

Trong ltc di trén hanh lang c6 16 cho ré. Bon ho cling khong quén kiém tra lai
madt na treo & cho ré thir 10 va 13. Qua ding la mat na treo & hai noi ay da bi tréo
doi, hung thu da dung thu doan nay dé ltra Kiyotuura chu dong dat chan vao ‘can
phong chét choc’.

Mot lic sau, nam nguwdi dén phong Icarus.

Bén trong, thi thé ctia nha van Funaoka da chét cach day khoang hai tiéng dong
h6 van nam noi givong vai chiéc khan bong trang phu trén mat va mai téc den
dai x0a tung, khong khi trong phong con am mui thic an bi non ra trwdc khi co
tat thé.

Utayama budc thang dén ban dat may, Shimada va Keiko ditng & hai bén,
Samejima ditng sau nhom vao, con ba Kadomatsu thi ngoi trong géc phong.

Maéy van dang bat, doan ‘ghi chi’ ctia Funaoka viét t6i qua van con day.

“Nhin ban phim nay.” Utayama quay sang hoi Shimada, “Nha anh c6 may
danh chir cha?”

“Co, may xach tay.”
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“Nhan hiéu gi?”

“Canon.”

“Vay ban phim ctia n6 bo tri can ban giong nhu ban phim nay.”

Ca nhan Utayama cfing quen dung may Oasys nhu Hayashi, song anh ciing kha
thanh thao khi st dung cadc dong may khac do yéu cau ctia cong viéc.

“Anh cling biét r6i, may danh chit tiéng Nhat cha yéu cé hai cach nhéap ky tu,
d6 1a nhap tryc tiép chir Nhat in san trén phim hodc nhap gian tiép théng qua chir
La Tinh. V@i cach nhap bang chit La Tinh thi vi tri phim trén cac may déu nhw
nhau theo quy chuan quéc té, con doi v6i cach nhap thang bang chir Nhat, may
do Fuyjitsu sdn xudt rat khac so v4i cac dong may con lai.

“May nay bo tri ban phim theo kiéu JIS, c6 50 am khac nhau, mo6i am twong
trng v&i mot phim, con may Oasys thi bo tri theo cach g6 chuyén doéi ngén cai,
dan dén cac am twong ng trong cung mot vi tri ctia hai ban phim hoan toan khac
biét. Dai khai la...”

Utayama dat muoi ngon tay lén ban phim.

“Khi dung cach chuyén do6i ngoén cai, hai tay sé dat thé nay, va ban phim chi c6
31 phim, nhuwng né van cé da céa ca dau cau, troc am va xuc am+*. Vay tai sao né
du cho cho tat ca cac am nhw thé? Bay gio lay ban phim nay lam vi dy, trén hai
phim ‘khéng chuyén’ va ‘chuyén’ & day sé c6 thém hai phim dac biét la ‘chuyén
trai’ va ‘chuyén phdi’. Chi can an ngon cai, hodc phai hodc tréi, l1a c6 thé thay doéi
gitta hai loai ky tw twong ng trén phim khi nhap.” (#)

“Hiéu roi.” Shimada gat dau, “Vay can ct theo vi tri phim ctia may Oasys thi
ba chit La Tinh kia twong tng v6i ba chit gi?”

“Cho t6i mot chat...”

Utayama tap trung tinh than, ¢6 nhé lai b6 cuc ctia ban phim kiéu chuyén doéi
ngon cai.

“Chit ‘w’ La Tinh s& 13 am e (X)) va ka (#"), chi¥ ‘h’ twong ¢ng v6i am mi (&)
va ha (1%) thi phai?” Néi r6i, Utayama nhin Keiko xac nhan, “Dung khong?”(#)

“Em cling nhé thé.”

“Vay dugc roi. Thong thwong, khi an phim ‘w’ sé dwgc am ka, ‘chuyén trai’ sé
dwgc am e, ‘chuyén phai’ sé duwgc am ga. Phim ‘h’ cling twong ty. Anh Shimada
hiéu chwa?”

“Ro6i.”

“Dé t6i go thit mot lan cho anh xem.”
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Khong muon lam héng nguyén van ‘ghi chi’ cia Funaoka, Utayama mé& mot
trang m@i. Anh chuyén sang ché d6 hién thi Alphabet, roi gid dinh chon chuyén
trai bang cach an phim ‘khong chuyén’ trén ban phim, r6i 4n ‘w’. Vay la anh da
nhap ky ty ‘e’ nhung man hinh lai hién chi* ‘w’. Sau d6, anh lai gid dinh chon
chuyén phéi bang phim ‘chuyén’, dong thoi an ‘w’ dé nhap ‘ga’, trén man hinh
van hién chir ‘w’. Tiép theo, nhdp ‘mi’ vd&i phuwong thitc ‘chuyén phai’ va ‘h’,
man hinh hién 1én chit ‘h’. C6 thé thay, khi dung cach nhap tiéng Nhat thdng qua
chi¥ La Tinh thi hai phim ‘chuyén’ va ‘khéng chuyén’ déu vo dung.

Toi vita go chit ‘egami’, nhwng anh thdy day, man hinh hién 1én ba chit ‘wwh’.

“U.” Shimada don sy chd y vao ban phim, “Ciing tic 1a v6i ba chit ‘wwh’, ta
c6 sau am twong &ng lan lwot la ka, ga, e, ha, ba, mi. T6 hgp ching lai, ‘w’ cé ba
kha nang, ‘h’cé ba kha nang, tong cong sé la 3x3x3 titc 27 kha nang.”

“Thr viét tat ca ra xem sao.” No6i roi Utayama lan lwgt g6 1én man hinh.(#)

“Trong sO nay, t6 hgp c6 y nghia la...”

Khong c6 ti* nao trong cé vé nhu tén ctia mot trong nhitng ngwoi lién quan dén
su kién, Utayama cam thay hoi that vong, r6i anh kiém tra lai 27 t6 hgp dy lan
nira.

“Cai nay.” Shimada bong kéu lén. “Pay. Anh Utayama a. ‘Kagami’ nghia la
‘gwong’, ‘wwh’ am chi tdm guwong!”

“Tam guwong?” Utayama khong hiéu ra sao, “Rot cudc...”

“La n6.” Shimada gio tay chi vao mdt vat, “Tam guwong kia.” Cho d6 la mot
tam guwong cd 16n treo doi dién givong.

“Tam guwong dé thi sao?” Utayama nhin bong minh trong guwong, van khong
sao hiéu noi, “Tai sao Hayashi lai...”

“Anh Utayama binh tinh da.” Shimada bwéc nhanh dén birc twong cé chiéc
guwong 16n, ““wwh’ nghia la ‘gwong’, 16i nhan cta cau ay khong phai la tén cua
hung thd, ma &m chi dwong ngam han dung dé dot nhap vao phong.”
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Shimada ditng trudc tdm guwong cao hon ca dau minh, ghé mat sat vao cho
lung guwong tiép xtuc vai twong, thi go vai cai dé nghe ngong, roi anh ap hai
ban tay lén mat giwong, an manh.

“O d6 m& duoc a?” Utayama van c6 vé nira tin niva ngd. Keiko va Samejima
cling t6 vé nghi hoac.

“Chac chan m@ duge.” Shimada khang dinh, “Lic ndy anh Utayama nhac lai
chi tiét Funaoka bong tinh tdo va chi tay vao t6i, thurc ra la c6 ay chi vao vi tri c6
dwong ngam, tirc la tam guwong nay.”

“Co diéu, tai sao van chura tim thay cho dé mé nhi?” Shimada hoi nghiéng dau,
tay an manh hon trén mat gwong, nhung tam guong van bat dong.

“La nhi?” Anh lai &n manh hon nita.

“Kia, an manh qua, coi chirng guong sé...”

Guong sé v@, Utayama dinh ndi vay, song, ngay ldc ay than thé Shimada bong
do han vao phia tdim guong.

“... M@ r6i a?” Utayama trgn tron mat, sau dé anh chay vé phia Shimada.

Gitta tdim guwong va bitc twong bong xuat hién mot khe rat rong, ca tam guwong
twra nhw mot canh ctra, md vao phia trong birc twong.

“Y twéng that tuyét voi.” Shimada nhin canh cita gwong, tram tro, “Né tng
dung nguyén ly cia dong luc hoc, khi Ivc day da I6n thi phan Iyc sé bién mat.
Néu khong biét trwdc rang gwong nay mé dugc vao trong twong, ching ta sé
thuong c6 nhan dinh cht quan la ‘gwong dé vd’, vi vay ma khong ti manh vao
mat guwong. Mot tro danh Itra tam ly, nhi?”

“Cha cha.” Utayama khoanh tay tredc nguc, cam thay tdm trang phic tap kho
ta, “Thé nay thi chac tat ca cac phong nga cho khach déu c6 dwong ngam twong
tw a?”

“Chac vay. Ma c6 khi khéng chi phong ngua cho khach dau, vi ca dai sanh va
phong khéch ciing c6 tam gwong giong thé nay.”

Utayama khé thd dai, ro6i ghé nhin khoang trong den ngom giira tdim guwong va
btrc twong.
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“Chtng ta c6 vao xem khong?”

“Pwong nhién. A, khoan da...” Shimada néi, roi anh hoi ctii ngudi, khé day
tam gwong vao phia trong, “Hinh nhu c6 céi gi d6 ¢ day.”

Shimada tho tay vao khe h@, sau d6 cam ra mot cai dia mém.

“Pia mém...” Shimada lam bam, cham chad nhin chiéc dia dat trong hop mau
xanh dwong nhat, “Ha ha... ra 1a tht nay. Thé thi moi chuyén la nhu vy, phai
khong nhi?”

“Tai sao lai c6 dia mém nam & cho nhw choé nay dugc? ” Utayama hoi.

Shimada mim cwdi, nguwéc 1én nhin Utayama, anh mat nhu dang néi anh da
biét tat cd. “Puwong nhién la caa hung thu lam roi r6i.”

“Hung tha?”

“Pung. Con kha nang nao khac nita dau?” Néi roi, Shimada ma& hop, 1ay chiéc
dia mém ra roi quay ngwdoi budc dén bén ban, “Bay gio chiing ta sé xem noi dung
cai dia, co lé dir lieu bén trong la...”
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Shimada Iwu ‘ghi chd’ cua Funaoka sang mot dia khac, r6i méi mé dia mém
vira nhat dugc ra. Bén trong c6 mot tép van ban, dugc lvu vao ngay 2 thang
Tw v6i cai tén Poi canh di dang.

POI CANH DI DANG

Ban tay nam chat can buia nhép mo hoi, tham ca ra gang tay trang.

Anh sao trdi lot qua 16p kinh trén tran cao. Sy tinh mich bao trim ca khong
gian u toi. Bém khuya, trong Mé Lo Quan nay, c6 1é chi con mot minh han dang
thirc.

Pitng giita can phong t6i om, vira c6 diéu hoa hoi thé dang roi loan, han vira
nhin xuéng ngwdi phu ni* ndm dwdi chan minh.

Co ta chét roi.

Khong con cttr dong nita. Trong khi chi trirdc d6 vai gidy, r6 rang sitc séng van
con tri ngu trong thé xac nay.

Sao lai nhanh thé nhi.

Han giét co6 ta khong vi thu han, ciing khong vi tién. Nhung. ..

Han khé dat cai biia xuong san nha. Van chwa két thiic, con c6 viéc phai lam.

Lat cho céi xac nam sap lai, mat tip xuoéng san. R6i han xé lwng 4o ngu cuda co,
dé da thit trang tréo 10 ra trong béng toi.

Phdi lap thém doi canh.

Han lan tdi 4o, 1ay ra mot cai lo thay tinh nho nho.

Mot d6i canh boc chay.

M¢ nap lo, mui xang boc 1én, xdc vao mili, roi tran ra ca phong.

Han ng6i x0m bén c6, rét xang vao tam lung tran. Tiéng chat 16ng phat ra ‘6c
ach’ that vui tai.

Chi mot it 1a dd, hai vét xuéng ba vai va canh swon thé nay la dugc.

Xong ro6i.

Han van chat nit lo, cét lai vao tdi 4o. Sau do, han l1ay bat Itta ra, than trong gi
vao gan lung co.
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Ngon Itra bung 1én trong béng toi.

Do ruc, bap bung.

Han say mé nhin ngam né.

DPo6i canh dang boc chay.

Doi canh.

Nhin doi canh Itta di dang nhw bi mat trgi thiéu chay ay, anh mat han toat ra vé
hung phan dién cuong...

Sang ngay 3 thang Tu, trong can phong Icarus cia Mé Lo Quan, phat hién ra thi
thé Funaoka

“Poéi cdnh di dang... day c6 1é cling la phan md& dau cia mot cudn tiéu
thuyét?” Shimada doc xong, ngodnh lai n6i v6i Utayama va Samejima, “Hai
nguoi nghi sao?”

“Hung thu danh roi cai dia mém @& day...” Utayama vira néi vira nhin vao cai
khe h¢ giita canh cita guwong va bic twong, “Cé 1é day la tiéu thuyét Funaoka
sang tac dé du thi, vi trong nay ngwdi bi hai 1a c¢6 ay, dwa trén than thoai vé
Icarus. Ban dau, hung tht dinh dem theo cai dia mém, tron ra...”

“Utayama, anh suy nghi lai that k§ xem?”

“Luc ndy & dai sanh, ching ta da ban vé vu nay r6i. Bot ngot nghe thay tiéng
coi bao dong, hung tha v6i chay tron bang dwong ngam va van dé can phong
trong trang thai phong kin, khong kip danh cho c6 ay chét han hoac mé san cira.
Thé thi han dau con thoi gian dé 1ay dia mém ra khéi may tinh?”

“U nhi.”

“Quan trong nhat 13, bai ‘ghi chd’ cia Funaoka viét rang c6 chwa sang tac gi
hét. Co dy viét ‘ghi chd’ vao 11 gio 20 phut dém mung 2 r6i di ngt, nhung tép
ghi trong dia nay, thdi gian thao tac lan cu6i van la ngay 2 thang Tu.

“Mat khac, chung ta hay nh¢ lai phong ctia anh Suzaki, Kiyomura va Hayashi.
Mady tinh trong cac phong déu bo tri san ba cai dia mém dé sao chép va lwu trit tai
liéu, tham chi thw ky Ino cling da néi thé ngay tir dau, dy vay ma phong nay thi
sao? K& cd cai nay, thi trong phong Funaoka c6 may cai dia mém?”

“Bon.”

“Pung. Du ra mot cai.”
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“A...” Samejima kéu 1én. “N6i thé thi ching 1&...” Nha phé binh van hoc ap
tay lén vang tran tai nhot, “6i, sao lai vay...”

“Hiéu roi ding khong, Samejima?” Shimada héi.

“... U. Pai khai.” Samejima liém méi, tra 10i, “Bi ngugc roi.”

“Ngugc?” Utayama van chwa hiéu ra sao.

Samejima ciing khong rd minh hiéu dwgc may phan cach nghi ctia Shimada, vé
mat hoi phite tap, tiép tuc n6i, “Qua trinh gay an ngwogc lai so vGi ching ta twdng,
phai khong anh Shimada?”

“Pung day.” Shimada nhin canh ctta guwong bang anh mat sac sédo, “Hung thu
da mo phéng tiéu thuyét ctia cac nha van dé giét chinh ho, cho dén ltic nay ching
ta van tin la thé. Nhung sy that thi ngwoc lai, titc bon doan van kia déu la tac
pham cda hung thu. Han da chuan bi san ‘kich ban’ r6i thuc thi, chit khong mo
phong ban thdo cua ai ca.”

“Chuing do hung thu viét a?”

“Cai dia mém nay la ching cit rat xac thye. Khong phai han dinh 1ay cap dem
no ra ngoai, ma han da cam theo né khi dot nhap can phong nay. Truéc do, han
da chinh thoi gian cudi cung thao tac bai viét thanh ‘ngay 2 thang Tw’, dy dinh
thue thi vu giét ngwdi xong sé lwu tdc pham ctia minh vao mdy cta nan nhan,
cudi cung chuon khéi hién treong. Nhung vi tiéng coi bat ngd vang 1én, han danh
voi va chay tron va danh roi cai dia ¢ day.” Utayama tron mat ngac nhién.
Shimada binh than buéc dén bén canh cira guong.

“Nao, Samejima, di cung toi dvgc khong?”

“Dugc.”

“Cho da.” Utayama v0i chay theo, “T6i cling di.” Shimada ngoanh nhin Keiko,
“Thé thi nho chi Keiko dan ba Kadomatsu tré vé dai sanh vay. Sé khong xay ra
chuyén gi nira dau.”

“Cling dugc.” Keiko gat dau, c6 vé c6 van dang cam thdy mo ho va hoang
mang khi moi sy dién bién qua nhanh.

“Chi hai phu ni di v&i nhau c6 nguy hiém qua khong?” Utayama néu ra van
de.

Shimada lac dau ditt khoat. “Khéng sao. Hung thu sé khong tiép tuc giét nguoi
nira.”
“Nhung...”
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Thay Utayama lo lang nhin vg, Shimada néi, “M6 phéng bon doan van dé giét
bon ngudi, du vu cudi cung khong that ‘tron ven’, c6 diéu, hung thu da hoan
thanh ké hoach ctia han ro6i, nén chiing ta khong can lo lang dau.”

“Sao anh biét?”

“Anh Utayama van chwa hiéu a? Anh tht nhé lai bon cai nhan dé tiéu thuyét
cua hung thu ma xem?”

“Thti cdp cua Minotaur, Nanh déc trong béng téi, Loi nhan qua I6p thiy tinh,
sau d6 la Boi cdnh di dang...”

“Hung thu da dé lai ca tén minh cho ching ta trong cac nhan dé nay.”

“Tén?”

“Pung. Ghép céc chit dau tién cta cac nhan dé lai thi ta dwgc gi nao?”

Utayama tham ghép lai theo ggi y cia Shimada, sau dé kéu 1én, giong day nghi
hodc, “Sao lai thé duwgc?”

“Do chinh la dap an.” Shimada than nhien noi, “Mi, ya, ga, ki*. Miyagaki
Yotaro, chi nhan Mé L6 Quan, chinh la hung thu giét nguoi hang loat trong may
ngay vira qua.”
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CUON CHI CUA ARIADNE
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Chiéu rong cua dwong ngam chi hon nita mét, kéo dai vé hai bén trai phai.
Co6 vé nhu n6 thdng duge dén moi phong trong Mé Lo Quan.

Hai bén twong, tran va 16i di déu xay bang bé tong. Phia sau canh cira guwong la
van go den xin, lap tay nam kim loai va cling gan tam bién dong khac tén nhw ctra
phong bén ngoai.

Cong tac déen nam & twong bén canh cita. Cac bong dén tron rai rac trén tran,
chiéu nhitng tia sang yéu 6t xudng 16i di am u.

Shimada di dau, theo sau la Utayama va Samejima. Anh chang néi chang rang,
ré vao duong bén phai, c6 vé anh mudn dén phong ngu két hgp v6i phong doc
Minoss, cua nha van Miyagaki.

Bui bam tron lan mui am moc khién bau khong khi trong dwong ngam trd nén
ngot ngat. Twong bén trai cé rat nhiéu vét nit nho, cau ban, den si.

Bac Miyagaki la hung tha?

Utayama van khong sao tin noi két luan ctia Shimada dwa ra ltc nay.

Tuy nhién, Shimada khong giai thich gi théem, van ti€p tuc dan budc trén
dwong ngam.

Co 1€ nao lai thé? Hom kia, chang phai bac Miyagaki da ty sat trong phong ngu
va dé lai di chuc a?

Utayama da tan mat nhin thay khuén mat an lanh ctia nha van lao thanh nam
trén giwvong. Hay la, d6 khong phai khuén mat cia mot nguwdi chét?

Nhung...

RO rang thw ky Ino tuyén bé nha van Miyagaki da qua doi. Khéng chi cau ta,
ma ngay ca bac si Kuroe Tatsuo ciling xac nhan diéu d6. Néu ‘ngudi chét’ la hung
tha cta cac vu giét nguwdi nay thi tai sao lai c6 chuyén bon ho cong nhan rang bac
ay da chét kia?

Puong ngam ré vé phia bén phai, men theo twong ctia phong Icarus, di tiép vai
budc thi ré trai, sau dé ho ngodt sang trai ¢ mot goc vuong. Shimada ding buéce.

“Pay la sau lung tdm gwong trong phong gidi tri.”
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Anh chi vao canh ctta den si trén twong bén phéi. Bung thé, trén do gan tam
bién dong khac chit DAEDALUS.

“Moi nguoi nhin ¢ day nay.” Shimada chi vao mot vi tri cach canh ctra chirng
30 centimet. Trén twong bé tong, ché cao ngang tdm mat, c6 mot miéng nhya
mau den dai chirng 10 centimet.

“DP6 la gi thé?” Samejima hoi.

Shimada dung dau ngén tay phai nang mdt géc miéng nhya 1én. Thay c6 mot
chiéc dinh vit ghim ho trén do, anh bén coi dinh vit nhw mét céi truc, 1at han
miéng nhuya lén.

“Pay la cho dé nhom. ”

Twong bé tong phia sau miéng nhya dugc khoét mét 1 16 tron, nhom qua né sé
thdy duwoc phong gidi tri. C6 anh sang yéu 6t tir bén kia hat qua 16, rat mo.

“L0 rat nho. Néu gat manh nhya xudng thi ngudi trong phong sé khong thé
nhan ra.” Trong duong ngam chat chdi, giong Shimada tuy nhé nhung am thanh
van rat vang, “Nho céi 16 nay ma han c6 thé biét ro tinh hinh trong phong.”

‘Han’, tic la ong Miyagaki?

La cht nhan cta khu nha, 6ng Miyagaki da gidu nhem moi ngudi vé hé thong
dwong ngam dé ty do di chuyén khap noi. Co thé 1am chit. R6i moi khi c¢6 khach
khita dén tham viéng, ong sé rat khodi chi va lén lut di di lai lai gitta cac gian
phong bang duwdong ngam. Nhung, mdac du tinh 6ng dy von thé di nita. ..

Sau phong giai tri, ba nguoi di qua phong khach Minotaur, thuv vién
Eupalamus. Cu6i cung, ho buéc dén tridc canh ctra treo bién dé chit MINOSS.

“Pay ro6i.” Shimada kéo tay nam ctra, “Trong phong doc khéng cé guwong. Xét
vé vi tri thi han dang sau la phong ngu.”

Cua tu to mo ra.

Tinh hinh bén trong khong c6 gi thay doi so vdi sam t6i hom kia, lic thu ky
Ino dan moi nguwdi vao. Lic nay, can phong dang chim trong 4nh nang nhat cta
sGm mai.

O bifc twong trong cing, ngay bén trai canh ctta gwong, trén ban ké dau givong
van la chiéc cdc thuy tinh va cai lo dywng nhitng vién thu6c mau trang. Sau do...

Nhin sang giwvong, mot hinh ngudi cdm 1én dwdi tam chan mong.

Chao 6i... bac Miyagaki.

Utayama ra khéi dudng ngam, buéc vao phong nga, nhin céi khdi 16i 1én trén
cai goi, cho ay ciling bi phu vai trang.
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“Thé nay la sao?” Anh hoi Shimada, “Bac Miyagaki van...”

Shimada khong dap, bwdc thang dén bén giwong, khong chit do dy lat manh
vai len.

INE

Utayama va Samejima cung kéu lén kinh ngac.

“Hai nguwoi xem,” Shimada nhin thoang qua khuon mat dau kho vira hién ra
dwéi 16p vai, noi tiép, “Raét cudc cling tim ra cau ay r6i.”

Do la thu ky Ino Mitsuo.
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Ino da chét.

Shimada 1at chan ra, kiém tra thi thé ctia Ino. Khong c6 thwong tich gi nhung &
c6 hong c6 vét cao, vét nan, rat giong hién twgng ¢ yét hau Kiyomura. Anh doan
rang Ino cting bi chat doc nicotin cwép di sinh mang.

Shimada vira giuc Utayama va Samejima van dang ditng ngo ngac theo sau
minh, vira m@ canh ctra thong sang phong doc.

“Khong c6 ai.”

Van la ké go véi dan am thanh va hang chong bang dia, ban dat may danh chiy
va dién thoai cung chiéc ghé da c6 tay vin canh bén.

Shimada nhin mot lwgt quanh can phong khong mét béng nguwdi, 1am bam, “bi
dau roi nhi?”

Anh lai chay sang xem xét buéng vé sinh va phong tam.

“Cling khéng ¢ day.” Shimada quay lai n6i v6i Utayama va Samejima, “Chang
1€ da chay khéi khu nha nay r6i... A? Cho kia hinh nhw con vat ching.”

Anh chi vao chiéc ban nhé & goéc phong, rdi rac dwéi gam ban la rat nhiéu thi
‘cO y nghia’.

Samejima bwdc dén bén ban, dé lai minh Utayama ditng canh ctra.

“Ao choang va ging tay bao ho... Ao 1a cta thdy Miyagaki. Nhin nay, & day c6
vét mau.”

“Cai thit den den kia la cai bua dung dé tan cong Funaoka?”

“Ca day thung dé siét ¢ nita. Con cdi lo... chac la céi lic nay tiéu thuyét nhac
dén. dung dé dung xang. Tam bién MEDEA ciing ¢ day...”

“Um...” Shimada ditng giita cin phong, khoanh tay truéc nguc, lau bau,
“Quan 4o va hung khi dinh mau déu dé lai day, rét cudc...”

“Anh Shimada!” T ltc ra khéi phong Icarus, Utayama van ci¢ thdy ban khoan.
Lic nay, anh khéng thé nhin dugc nita, “Anh Shimada giai thich gitp t6i dugc
khong, chang phai bac Miyagaki da chét r6i sao?”

“Chung ta vira thdy xac Ino nam & phong bén day thoi?”

“Phai. Nhung hém kia rd rang ching ta da nhin thay bac Miyagaki nam day.”
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“Cé diéu, dé khong phdi thi thé.” Shimada n6i nhv thay gido dang giai thich
cho mé6t cau hoc tro cham hiéu, “Hom &y O0ng Miyagaki chi nham mat gia vo
chét, chung ta da bi ltra.”

“Nhung Ino, va ca bac si Kuroe nita...”

“Ho dwong nhién ho biét sy that, tham chi con gitip mot tay dé ltra tam nguwoi
chuing ta bang tro dua Ca thang Tw mirng tho 6ng Miyagaki.”

“Ca thang Tu?”

“Pung thé.” Shimada budng hai tay, ng6i xuéng ghé da, “Toan bo ké hoach bat
dau tir cho dé. Hom Kkia, ltic Ino thong bao cho ching ta biét 6ng Miyagaki da tu
sat... Kiyomura pha lén cuwoi ha ha vi nghi do la tro dua Ca thang Tw con gi?”

“Nha van Miyagaki tu sat, chiing ta & day nghe bang di chiic ctia 6ng vé moén
tai san khong 16, cudc thi sang tac... Tat ca déu la gia. Pay la tro ltra bip do chinh
ong Miyagaki bay ra véi sy tiép tay cda thw ky Ino va bac si Kuroe.”

Shimada hoi nhoai ngudi vé phia trwdc, ti khuyu tay 1én dau goi.

“Luc ndy & dai sanh, t6i da suy nghi vé doan cudi bai ‘ghi chi’ cia Funaoka.
‘Chiéc xe’ ma co dy dé y dén la xe nao? Xe Mercedes-Benz ctia 6ng Miyagaki
hay xe ctia anh Utayama? T6i cho rang hai chiéc déu chang c6 gi dé co ay phai
nghi hodc cd, chwa ké, c6 dy dén Mé Lo Quan sém hon chung t6i nén khong thé
nhin thay xe ctia anh Utayama dwgc. Thé thi chi con mét chiéc...”

“Xe cua bac si Kuroe?”

Utayama nhd dén chiéc Toyota Corolla mau trang.

“Pung la chiéc Corolla do6. Trong c6 vé la xe doi cii.”

“Nhung tai sao...”

“Anh khong thdy la a? Chu xe la Kuroe Tatsuo, mot ngwoi khoang 50 tudi,
dwgc Ino gidi thiéu l1a bac si chti nhiém khoa N6i bénh vién N. thanh phé Miyazu.
Mot nhan vat cé dia vi nhw thé ma lai di chiéc xe ca tang doi cii thi chang thich
hop chut nao.”

“U nhi. Anh néi ciing c6 1y.”

“T6i cho rang Funaoka da nhan ra diéu ky quac doé, va trén co sd nay, t6i tiép
tuc tu hoi rang, liéu nguwoi dan 6ng tén Kuroe Tatsuo d6 co that 1a mot bac si cha
nhiém khoa & bénh vién khong?”

“Ra thé.” Samejima vo0 tay, “Vay anh tim dugc gi trong cudn danh ba?”
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“Chi c6 mot ngudi tén ‘Kuroe Tatsuo’ song ¢ Miyazu, con lai déu song & thanh
pho6 khac. Theo phan ghi chd nghé nghiép thi 6ng Kuroe nay khong phai bac si,
ma la gido vién. To6i cho rang 6ng ta la ban than ctia 6ng Miyagaki. Nha van da
nhd 6ng gido & thanh phé Miyazu sam vai bac si diéu tri cho minh va diéng ra
chitng nhan, Miyagaki Yotaro dd chét.

“Tiép theo, phan 16n 1a do t6i twong twong ra. Hai ngwdi nghe thir xem sao.”
Shimada tiép tuc, “T6i e chuyén 6ng Miyagaki mac bénh hiém nghéo la that. Biét
minh chang séng dwgc bao lau nita, 6ng dy da vach ra ké hoach pham téi trudc
nay chua ting co nay.

“T6i khong thé khang dinh dong co ctia 6ng khi giét bon ‘dé t&’ ctia minh tai
Mé Lo Quan la gi, song nhin diém chung cia bon vu an, két hgp vGi y kién cta
Samejima vé cdi goi la ‘ty thé hién’, thi rat c6 thé ong c6 y gay ra vu tham sat &
day va coi n6 la ‘tdc pham cudi cung’ ctia minh véi tu cach mot nha van chang?
Ma thyc ra, mudn biét sy that thé nao thi cling chi c6 thé di héi chinh ban than
ong Miyagaki.

“Sau d6, 6ng nho thw ky Ino Mitsuo va 6ng ban Kuroe gitp d& dé thyc hién
‘tro dua Ca thang Tw’. Khong rd khi dé 6ng c6 ndi cho ho biét vé tinh trang sic
khée ctia minh khong, nhung du thé nao di nita, t6i cho rang cé kha nang 6ng
Miyagaki sé néi thé nay dé vién cd thuyét phuc hai nguwoi kia: “T6i ludn mudn
boi duwdng cac nha van tré dé ké thtra sw nghiép van chwong, dac biét 1a bon anh
chi dy. C6 diéu, dén nay, ho van chwa tan dung duwgc tai nang ctia minh, thé nén
toi m&i nghi ra ké hoach nay. Néu cho ho biét to6i da chét va muén dung tai san
ctia minh lam giai thuwdng cho cudc thi sang tac, chac chan ho sé c6 mét sy phat
huy vuot troi. Trong thoi gian do, toi sé gia vo nhw minh da chét va an minh dén
khi ho sang tac xong. Dgi budc vao giai doan danh gi4, t6i sé xuat hién va dwa ra
dap an. Muc dich cuaa t6i khong phai la Itra d6i ho, ma la thic day bon dé ti chwa
da chin mu6i viét ra nhitng tac pham tét hon.’

“Ngay 1 thang Tw, chiing ta dén khu nha nay va hoan toan khong ngd chti nhan
noi day lai dang dp G mot ké hoach quai di. Nho thue ky Ino va 6ng béc si rém
Kuroe, ong Miyagaki da thanh cong khién chung ta tin rang 6ng dy tw sat that, dé
roi dong y tham gia doan dau trong ké hoach, chinh la cudc thi sang tac, sau khi
nghe ‘di chuc’ caa chu nha.

“Pén t6i, 6ng ay bat dau thyc hién phan ma ngay ca Ino lan 6ng Kuroe déu
khong duoc biét.”
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Nghe thé, Utayama budc dén gan ban, van thdy cudn bang ghi am dang nam
trén do.

“Ong soan ra ‘tdc pham thi? nhat’ bing may danh chif trong phong ndy roi thuc
thi vu giét nguwoi dau tién. Co 1é ong ay dung dwong ngam di vao phong anh
Suzaki trwedc. Bong nhin thdy mot nguwoi da chét, han anh Suzaki rat kinh ngac.
Sau do6, 6ng Miyagaki sé khéo 1éo giai thich viéc gia chét, dan anh Suzaki dén
phong khach, dgi anh dy khong dé y thi tdn cong, siét c6 cho dén chét roi tién
hanh ‘m6 phong tiéu thuyét’. Xong xubi, 6ng trd lai phong anh Suzaki va mé Thu
cdp ctua Minotaur trén may danh chir.”

“Nhung tai sao lai dung riu chdt dau nan nhan? Muc dich 1a gi?” Utayama hoéi.

“A...” Shimada hoi ngan nglr, “Khong phai t6i bao tht ¢6 chap, cé diéu, toi
van cho rang ‘logic chdt dau’ t6i da néu ra la ding.”

“Nghia la hung thi muon che day vét mau ctia minh?”

“Chinh thé. Chang qua, khong phai bdi chan, tay hay mat bi xay xat chdy mau,
cling khong phai chdy mau cam. Hon nita, t6i cho rang muc dich cta 6ng
Miyagaki von chang phai la tron tranh choi toi, ma vi gia st ching ta nghi ngo vé
vét mau r6i sém phat hién hung tha la 6ng dy thi sao? Vét mau trén san ay rat co
thé la ho ra mau, hodac dom dai dinh mau.”

“Ho ra mau, hodc dom dai dinh mau?”

“To6i khong hiéu y hoc, song 6ng Miyagaki bi ung thw phoi diung khong. T6i
doadn 6ng ay da ho rat nhiéu trong lic sat hai anh Suzaki, ma vét mau 4y sé rat
khac so v6i bi chay mau thong thwong hodc chdy mau cam do bi dinh dom dai.
Trong chung ta lai con c6 chi Keiko von la bac si, néu nhin thdy vét mau ay thi sé
phat hién ra khong c6 ai la ‘ké bi tinh nghi’ ca. Pén lic dé...”

“Ra vay.” Samejima gat dam t6c ru trudce tran 1én, gat gu, “Toi cling tirng nghe
néi dom dai ctia ngwoi ung thw phoi thi 1am bot. Rét c6 1y.”

“Gay an xong, 6ng Miyagaki goi Ino dén phong ngu ctia minh, hodc c6 thé la
goi tredc khi giét anh Suzaki. Ino c6 chia khoa ctra chinh ctia khu nha, lai la
ngwoi duy nhat & day biét chi nhan van con séng, cho nén 6ng can trir bé cau ay
tredc khi moi ngwoi phat hién ra xac anh Suzaki, 1 t@c tredc sang ngay 2 thang
Tuw. Ino hoan toan khéng hay biét gi ca, da dén phong bén canh khi dugc goi dé
roi bién thanh vat hy sinh cua chat kich doc.

“Vé ba vu tiép theo thi lic ndy & dai sanh chiing ta da ban bac r6i. Tuy nhién,
toi da rat sai 1am khi danh gia y nghia cta cac cuéc ‘m6 phong’. Nanh déc trong
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béng t6i va Loi nhdn qua I6p thuy tinh trong may cua Kiyomura va Hayashi déu
khong phai ho viét, ma la 6ng Miyagaki, sau khi pham t6i, da dem dia mém soan
san hai ban thao d6 bé vao may cta hai ngwoi ay. Hanh vi dau doc Kiyomura &
phong Medea va dam chét Hayashi tru6c ban may danh chi déu la do 6ng
Miyagaki t mo6 phéng ‘tdc pham’ ctia chinh minh.

“DP0i voi Funaoka, han 6ng Miyagaki cling dinh lam twong tw, nhung vi bi bat
ngo trudc tieng coi bao dong nén 6ng da khong kip mo phéng Déi cdnh di dang.
Trong luc voi va bo chay, 6ng bat can danh roi cai dia mém cua minh trong
dwong ngam.”

“Ba ky tw ‘wwh’ trong may ctuia Hayashi thi sao? Ciing la ctia hung tha a?”

Nghe cau héi nay ctia Utayama, Shimada bong bat day khoi ghé.

“Rat co6 thé.” Shimada dap, “Vét mau dinh trén ban phim ciing 1a do hung thu
b6 tri. Ong Miyagaki c6 day da thdi gian dé chuyén xac Hayashi dén trudc ban,
sap xép tw thé, cai ndi dung da soan vao may danh chit, nguy tao hién truong,
cudi cung tron vao duong ngam. Sé la qua khién cwdng néu cho rang dén luc ay
ma Hayashi con chwa chét han va c6 viét may chir dé.”

“Nhung tai sao hung thti lai cho ching ta manh m6i vé sy ton tai ctia canh ctra
guong?”

“Piéu nay dung la rat ky la, vi ro rang la hung tha khong mu6n ching ta nghi
dén sy ton tai cia dudng ngam nén madi co y xé dich chwdng ngai vat sau canh
ctra. Song, néu ching ta nhin nhan rang cac vu giét nguwoi dy la mot thit ‘tac
pham’, thi c6 thé no la goi y ma 6ng Miyagaki cho ching ta dé tim toi.”

“Ha? Nhung ma chuyén do...”

“T6i nghi, vé ban chat thi toan thé sy kién nay ham chita mot yéu to nhat dinh.
No6i theo Samejima thi d6 la ‘tinh kich’. Ca sy kién hét nhi mot cuén tiéu thuyét
trinh tham: cudc thi sang tac xoay quanh mon tai san kéch xu, khu nha trong long
dat bién thanh phong kin, vu giét ngudi thit nhat mo phong Minotaur, vu thi hai
lgi dung cau tao ctia mé cung, vu thit tw dya theo ‘ddi canh Icarus boc chay’...
thé thi vu thit ba véi yéu t6 ‘10i nhan cia nan nhan trwedc khi chét’ nham dwa ra
10i giai ciing la chuyén duong nhién. Anh Utayama khong nghi thé a?”

“Pac biét 1a viéc thé hién tén minh théng qua bon tiéu dé, chang phai d6 chinh
x4c 1a phong céach ctia nha van Miyagaki sao? Ong ném ging tay* xudng trudc
madt chung ta, ngu y, ‘Cé gioi thi tim dap an xem?’”
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N6i roi, Shimada nhw nghi dén diéu gi day, ngoanh nhin vé phia ban 1én, kéu
“A” mot tiéng roi chay voi dén chd cai ban.

“Xem nay.” Anh cham cht nhin man hinh may danh chi, goi Utayama va
Samejima.

“Trén do co gi a?” Samejima hoi.

Shimada chi vao man hinh, “Cé 1€ khi quay lai phong nay, 6ng dy nghi rang
s6m muon gi ching ta cling sé tim dén day, nén da dé lai mot 16i nhan.”

Kéo cuon chi ¢ ban tay phdi cua Ariadne,
Ctra mé cung sé mg.
Man dién cubi cung, ndm trong cdan phong ctia quéc vuong Minos.
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9 gio sang.

Ba nguoi roi phong doc, quay lai dai sanh, Keiko va ba Kadomatsu dang cho ¢
do.

Lic & phong Icarus, nghe Shimada néi nha van Miyagaki la hung thd, chang r6
ba gitp viéc da hiéu nhitng 10i ay nhw thé nao ma gio day, khi nhém Utayama vé
dén dai sanh thi thdy ba nhw da binh tinh trd lai, lang 1€ bung tra cho moi ngudi.

“Rat cam on ba.” Shimada doén 1ay c6c tra, r6i cau may nhin vé phia hanh lang,
lam bam, “Han la néi bitc twong Ariadne ay?”

Trong lic d6, Utayama dang tém tat cho Keiko nghe vé nhitng gi ho tim va
doan duwogc.

Shimada quay sang hoi Samejima, “Khu nha nay cé vat gi hinh cau khong
nhi?”

“Hinh cau... Y anh 14 cdi gi d6 tron tron a?” Samejima hoi lai.

Shimada gat dau, “T6i muon tim mot vat dé thay cho cudn chi ctia Ariadne. N6
phai lan dugc, giong nhu qua boéng thi cang t6t.”

“Anh dinh dung thtt d6 dé lam gi?”

“Pé m@ ctra.” Shimada néi véi giong duwong nhién, “Trudc hét, toi cho rang c6
dén 99% kha nang khu nha nay van con it nhat mot dwong ngam khac ngoai cac
dwong ngam ldc ndy. Rat c6 thé né sé thong dén ‘can phong cua qudc vwong
Minos’ ma ching ta doc dugc trong 10i nhan vira r6i.”

“Minos khong phai tén phong doc a?”

“Khong. T6i nghi phong Minos that si 1a mot phong khac co. Chac Samejima
cling c6 dé y roi, tam bién gan trén phong doc 1a MINOSS, thira mot chir S.”

“Qua that toi c6é cha y dén chi tiét nay.”

“Co thé coi day la mot manh m6i mdi. Phong doc d6 von khong phai la Minos.
Phong Minos that sy dang nam & mot cho khac. E rang 6ng Miyagaki...”

“Phong giai tri co0.” Mot giong khan khan vang lén. Shimada, Samejima,
Utayama va Keiko déu nhin vé phia ngudi noi.
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“Qua bi a la hinh cau.” La ba gitp viéc Kadomatsu, dang ding sau cai ghé
Shimada dang ngoi.

“U nhi...” Shimada v® tran, ding 1én.

Anh cti gap nguoi vdi ba gia chi cao bang nita ngwdi minh, “Cam on ba,” roi
chay nhu bay ra hanh lang.

“T6i nghi thé nay.” Shimada ditng tridc bitc twgng Ariadne gan civa dai sanh, gio
cho moi nguwdi nhin qua bi a vira dem ti* phong giai tri ra, “Loi nhan bao ‘Kéo
cudn chi ¢ ban tay phdi cua Ariadne’. Bay gio toi tam dung qua bong nay thay
cho cudn chi.”

Anh ddt qua bong len ban tay phai cua bitc twgng. “Cac anh chi Iui lai, ding
dung vao qua bong.”

Anh nhac nhé moi nguwdi dang vay quanh bitc twgng. Ban tay phdi dang gio 1én
ctia Ariadne hoi déc vé phia trwdc, qua bong bat dau lan cham cham, ré6i roi
xuong. “Cach.” Béng cham dat. Roi no tiép tuc lan.

Dbén cho ré doi dién vdi buong vé sinh va phong tam, bong dirng lai mot chuit,
sau do lan vé bén phdi men theo chan twdng, ctt thé lan ra tuyén hanh lang dai
thong v&i dai sanh trai vé phia Bac. Pén nga ba dau tién, né ré phai trén nén gach
nhan béng.

“Khong ngoai duv kién.” Shimada vira di theo qua béng vira néi, “Tuwong
Ariadne la diém xuat phat, bé mat hanh lang hoi doc, ‘Kéo cudn chi ¢ ban tay
phai cta Ariadne’... T6i doan rang qua béng nay sé lan dén ‘ctra cia mé cung’.”
Sau khi ré phai, qua bi a va vao géc twong nén doi huwéng theo dwdong hanh lang.
Utayama vira cam thay that khé tin vira dat tay Keiko di theo sau Shimada.

Cudi cung, n6 dirng lai ¢ tan cung mot ngd cut. Shimada chd may gidy, xac
dinh r6 né khéng di chuyén nita méi ngoanh lai nhin bén ngwdi kia, néi, “Chac
ctra @ cho nay.”(#)

Trén birc twong ngay tredc mat bon ho, treo mat na thiéu ni¥ thanh td bang
thach cao. Shimada bwdc lai gan, nhac né ra, dat xuong dat.

“Pay ro6i.”

Giau sau chiéc mat na la mot cdi can gat nho den si, anh 1ap titc gat can xuong.

“Am.” Mot tiéng tram tram vang lén, gan nhw déng thoi, san nha trede mit ho
bat dau dich chuyén. Bon vién gach tut xuéng bén duédi theo khe tiép gidp vdi
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nhau, bién thanh mo6t hoc vuéng vi moi canh chirng 60 centimet.

“Tai tinh that.” Shimada ghé nhin vao cai hoc, tram tr6é than phuc, “Khong ho
la do Nakamura Seiji thiét ké.”

Ho da m@ dugc ‘ctra cuia mé cung’.
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Trong hoc, c6 mot cau thang sat chay xuo6i xudng bén dudi.

Shimada than trong buwdc xudng. Lat sau, anh da tim thdy cong tac den, anh
sang vang bung 1én.

“Tuyét voi.” Anh goi, “Utayama, Samejima, hai nguoi xuéng di.”

Keiko va ba Kadomatsu & lai bén trén, Samejima buwdc xudng, theo sau la
Utayama.

“Cho da.”

Utayama dirng chan, ngoanh nhin gwong mat day vé lo lang cua Keiko, an ti
vo, “Bon anh c6 dén ba ngudi, sé khéng gdp nguy hiém dau.”

“Can than day.”

Utayama vay tay, roi budc tiép.

Cau thang dai hon ho twéng, phai 2-3 mét, hodc hon ca thé.

Vuot qua mot bo phan nhin nhw cai 6ng hep, Utayama va Samejima lan lwgt
xuong dén nén day. Ho bat dau quan sat xung quanh qua anh sang yéu 6t.

“0 day...” Utayama ngap ngirng, “Giéng nhw mot cai hang.”

Pa nii mau den moc 1ém chdm khap noi. Pitng day ngoanh lai nhin, c6 cam
giac cau thang sat dang bi cai ctta hang htt nguwgc 1én trén.

“Rat giong mot hang dong thién nhién.” Shimada vira n6i vira di sdu vao bén
trong, giong anh doi lai tr nhitng vach da nghe ron rgn.

“Hinh nhw khong phai dong thach nhii. Pong nay la do phong hoéa hay bi nuwéc
bién xam thyc ma thanh nhi?”

“Ho chu tam xay dung khu nha trén hang nui nay a?”

“Chua chéc. Biét dau ho ngau nhién phat hién ra cai hang nay khi dao moéng
xay nha thi sao. Ciing tirng c6 mot toa nha chinh phu xdy trén hang da khong 16
ma. Vao sau bén trong xem nao.”

May c6 dén dién, ch néu chi dung dén pin ma tham hiém thi Utayama da rtt
lui roi.

“Ctt di thé nay chang biét c6 ra duwgc bén ngoai khong nhi.” Shimada vira di
vira noéi, “Néu dugce thi ding la cudn chi cia Ariadne sé dan ching ta ra ctra mé
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cung that.”

Nén duéi chan cling khong khé di lam, chac da tirng dwoc tu sira.

Hang da dan rong ra, bon ho bat dau thay c6 nhitng cho ré sang phai sang trai.
Ho tam bd qua cac cho ré, tiép tuc di theo 16i chinh c6 lap deén dién. Dang nao thi
néu nha van Miyagaki Yotaro tron vao nhitng duong ré kia that thi bon ho sé rat
kho tim thay 6ng.

“Anh Shimada.” Utayama goi.

Bong di vao mot khong gian khac han véi khong gian quen thudc hang ngay;,
cam thdy bat an cling chang cé gi la la.

“Rot cudc co that sy ton tai can phong Minos ay khong?” Giong Utayama c6
vé chan nan.

Pring vao lic nay, Shimada di dau chi vé bén tay trai, “& kia kia.”

Mot mang nau sam phang phiu néi bat trén nén da den nham nhg.

“Ctra day roi.” Shimada chay dén cho d6, “Hai nguwdi nhanh 1én.”

Trdc mat ho la mot canh cira nho bang go, bén trén gan tdm bién dong khac
tén phong quen thudc: MINOS.

Shimada dwa tay cam nam dam. Utayama va Samejima hoi hop chd né mé.

Khung canh bén trong can phong hién ra triudc mat moi nguoi.

D6 la m6t can phong chat chdi duge da ndi bao quanh, dén da bat san, tran rat
cao, nén trai tham doé sam.

Chuyén cac do dung vao day thwe khong dé, nén d6 noi that trong nay déu gon
nho xinh xan. Giita phong la mot ghé gap, mot cai ban nho dat vai d6 dung van
phong, chiéc kinh gong vang ma nha van Miyagaki yéu thich, mot chum chia
khoa cung mot phong bi mau trang. Ngoai ra, phong con cé Bép dién, mot gia
sach nhd, mot cai ké go. Va...

“Qi...” Utayama thé dai khi nhin thdy ‘thi’ ndm trén chiéc givdong sit trong
goc phong, “Bac Miyagaki...”

Hai canh tay tho ra khoi chiéc chan nhan nhim, khuon mat cttng do, vé mat
méo mé day dau kho. BPay méi 1a hinh dang cta nha van lao thanh Miyagaki
trwde khi chét.

“... Vidy, anh Utayama a, hoi nién thiéu, t6i titng c6 mong mudn manh liét...”

Lic nay, cau ndi cia 6ng Miyagaki khi gap Utayama cach day ba thang bong
lwét qua trong dau anh.
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“... ty tay giét mot nguwoi, vay ma dén gio van chua thé thyc hién. Co6 thé noi,
viéc viét tiéu thuyét trinh tham trong may chuc nam qua la hanh dong dé bu dap
cho nguyén vong do.”

Utayama cham cham buéc dén bén giwong, khé cham vao ban tay phai gay
kho cua 6ng Miyagaki.

Anh c6 cam tuwdng nhu ban tay 6ng van con chut hoi am, song dé chi la ao
giac. Chua day mot gidy sau dé, cai lanh lan tdéa noi dau ngén tay anh khang dinh
mot sy that: nha van Miyagaki Yotaro da ra di va sé khong bao gio tr¢ lai nita.

Thay c6 thit gi d6 phat sang, 16e 1én trén thdm bén canh chan, Utayama tw tr
cli xudng, dua tay ra dinh cam no 1én, nhung khi nhin rd né 1a gi thi anh 1ap tic
dirng lai.

D6 la mot cai bom tiém nho nho véi miii kim 1ap lanh, bén trong van con chut
chat 16ng mau nau do...
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CHUONG CUOI

Duéi tang ham thit hai cia Mé Lo Quan, c6 mot phong bi mau trang nam
trén cai ban trong phong Minos. M& phong bi, ho thdy dé la mét bai viét
dwgc danh mdy r6i in ra.

To6i khong mudn goi bai viét cudi cung nay ctia minh la ‘thw tuyét ménh’.

Goi né la ‘Chuong cudi’ vay. Pay la héi truyén khép lai tdc pham cubi cung
cua nha van Miyagaki Yotaro.

Ai la ngwoi da thao g& vo so diéu bi an ma t6i bay ra dé tim dugc dén day va
doc bai viét nay?

Ai da kham pha ra sy that rang toi la ké sat hai bon nha van Suzaki Shosuke,
Kiyomura Junichi, Hayashi Hiroya va Funaoka Madoka? La Samejima? La
Utayama? Hay la Shimada, tham t& lttng danh pha giai vu Thay Xa Quan vao
nam ngoai?

Du sao thi khi ¢6 ngwdi doc dugc bai viét, toi cling da - 1an nay la that - buéc
sang bén kia canh ctra am phu ro6i.

Ngay tir ltic quyét dinh thie hién ké hoach pham t6i t6i da c6 y dinh tw két liéu
cai mang gia nay. Biét minh da mac bénh hiém nghéo, nang luc sang tac suy
giam, vay ma van vui vé kéo not quang doi con lai thi rat khong hop vdi 1€ song
cta toi. Truwde khi két thic cudc doi, t6i muén dung hét sitc lyc dé hoan thanh
mot ‘tdc pham’ cudi cung, sau d6 mGi yén long nham mat.

Bon ngwoi hy sinh, thém Ino nita la nam, that long t6i rat xin 16i cac anh chi.
Han sé c6 nguoi trach moc t6i rang, tai sao tride kia toi lai khich 1€ va boi duong
ho? D6i v6i ca nhan t6i ma néi, t6i khong cé oan thu gi véi ho cd, cho nén ho cé
trach mac toi thé nao cling duoc.

Tuy nhién, toi tuyét doi khong hoi han. No6i cho cung, con ngudi téi 1a nhw thé
day.

Ca doi toi déu da dung dé sang tac tiéu thuyét trinh tham nham théa man ban
than, néi hoi cwong diéu va theo 16i ‘ty swéng’, la khac hoa nghé thuat pham toi.
Bai thé, trede khi man dién cudc doi minh ha xudng, téi quyét dinh dung Mé Lo
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Quéan nay lam san khau, dung mau ctia ho dé viét nén tdc pham cudi cung cia
Miyagaki Yotaro.

Khong phai t6i khong bi Iwong tam céan rit, nhwng da trét sa lay qua sau khong
thé quay trd lai, néu noéi la da héa dién thi cling khong sai.

Thoi, t6i khong mudn dai dong van ty nita, toéi chang mudn nguwoi khac cho
rang toi dang ty bién minh cho minh dau.

Con quy sat nhan méu lanh! Chac ngwoi doi sé lai hinh dung t6i bang nhitng tir
ngit cii rich nay, ma t6i cling khéng dinh ditng day phan bac diéu do.

Truwdc khi gac bt (thue ra tir nay da lac hdu, nhd on mdy danh chit), t6i van
muon ndi vé van deé di san cua toi.

Chac chan la t6i sé khong thé thanh 1ap mot gidi thwdng van hoc véi cai tén
ctia mot t6i pham, ding khong? Chang sao ca. Toi muén cho cac anh chi biét
rang, thyc ra van con mot ngudi c6 quan hé huyét thong vdi toi, va toan bo tai san
cta toi sé dé lai cho ngudi ay. Diéu nay chac chan la hgp phap.

2 gio sang ngay 1 thang Tw nam 1987
bung tredce sy lui tan vi hoa lé

Miyagaki Yotaro
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LOI BAT

Lé ra doan van nay phai dat & dau, chang qua, toi nghi rat it nguoi sé doc lai
‘Loi bat’ sau khi xem hét noi dung, nén t6i da dat n6 xuong cudi sach. Vi
thé, doi vGi nhitng ban chwa doc ndi dung chinh, xin hdy coi day la phan
‘Mé dau’.

DPén nay, ban than t6i van cam thdy do dy khi phat hanh an pham nay dwdi
hinh thitc tiéu thuyét, bédi vi khi nhin thiy tén sach - Mé Lo Quan, cé 1é sé co
ngwoi nhan ra, day la cudén sach viét vé mot vu giét nguwoi cé that.

‘An mang Mé Lo Quéan’ xay ra vao thang Tw nim 1987, trung véi ngay thang
trong tiéu thuyét, hién treong la ng6i nha ky la cia mot nha van néi tiéng. Sy
kién ly ky dy da duwogc gidi truyén thong thém bt nhao nan va bién thanh tin tirc
chan dong mot thoi.

Nhung du luan cho rang phan ma béao chi dwa tin, van con nhiéu diém thiéu
sot.

Puong nhién roi, bdi né xay ra trong mot khung canh hét sitc dac biét, nhitng
ngwoi lién quan nam dugc tinh hinh thyce té lai khong mét ai ditng ra n6i ré rang.
Canh sat ciing thay boi roi trede sy kién qua doi di thwdng nay, tuy c6 nhan ra
chut ‘sy that’ bé noi, song ciing khong cong bo ra ngoai. Két qua la bao chi chi
con cach tam chdp nhan dwa tin dya vao nhitng tuyén bo 14ap lttng ctia canh sat.

Co lé cac ban doc gid nghi rang to6i dang khoac lac, ra vé minh tdn mat nhin
thdy? Rang nhitng ngudi lién quan dén sy kién déu gitt im lang, thi tai sao tdi con
dung no lam dé tai viét sach?

T6i xin no6i thang vdi cac ban. Toi that sy 1a nguwdi da tan mat chitng kién sy
kién do6. To6i, Shishiya Kadomi, 1a mot trong nhitng nguwdi lién quan dén vu giét
nguoi hang loat xay ra vao thang Tw nam 1987.

Lan nay t6i quyét dinh dung céach viét sach dé miéu tad qua trinh xdy ra vu an.

Vi hai ly do.

Thi nhat, vi 10i dé nghi nhiét tinh ctia mot bién tap vién.

Thi¢ hai, nén néi thé nay, vi t6i mudn truy diéu nhitng ngwoi da chét trong an
mang do.

No6i vay c6 phan ho then nhuwng t6i tin rang, trong s6 ho, it nhat cling c6 mot
vai nguoi that sy dam mé va rat nhiét tinh véi dong van hoc khac thwong la tiéu
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thuyét trinh tham. Cho nén t6i nghi dung 16i viét tiéu thuyét dé tai hién sy kién,
chinh la th d6 cting t6t nhat dé an ti vong linh nguwdi da khuat.

Phia trén la suy nghi cta tac gia, c6 1é né chang may quan trong doi véi da so
ban doc cling nén?

Du dau dudi, tinh tiét phitc tap dén may, rét cudce thi day chang qua ciing chi la
‘mOt cudn tiéu thuyét trinh tham’ ma thoi. B6i vdi doc gid, nd chi la cudn sach
giai tri dé xua b6t thoi gian buén chan trong ngay. Pwong nhién t6i cho rang cach
nghi nay khong sai, thim chi néu cac ban khong coi né la sach giai tri thi t6i con
cam thdy ban khoan nita kia.

Cudi cung...

T6i budc phéi noi rd: trong nay, da so tén ngwoi va dia danh déu da duwgc thay
doi. Nhu thé, t6i cling c6 thé binh than xudt hién trong tiéu thuyét, ma khong
dung tén Shishiya Kadomi.

Trong toan bo cac nhan vat lién quan, ai la Shishiya Kadomi?

Chac sé c6 doc gia quan tam diéu nay, nhung t6i cho rang khong nén noi ra thi
hon.

Mua ha nam 1988
Shishiya Kadomi
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KET TRUYEN
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Sau khi doc xong Mé Lo Quan cta Shishiya Kadomi, du van dang bi sot,
Shimada ciing khong khoi ngam nghi.

Su kién c6 that xdy ra hoi thang Tw nam ngodi dugc ‘tdi hién theo 10i tiéu
thuyét trinh tham’. ..

Mot nha van cao tudi giét nam nguwdi roi ty sat. ..

Theo phan ‘L.&i bat’ thi c6 1€ ngoai Shimada Kiyoshi gitt vai tro tham ti ra, cac
nhan vat con lai trong tdc pham déu da dugc thay doi it nhiéu. Tuy nhién, c6 thé
néi cudn sach da tai hién mot sy viéc ding nhu thuc té, cho du cach giadi quyét
hoi khac véi nhitng diéu ma Shimada biét.

Vao phit chét, nhitng nguwdi con song da dung chia khda so cua dé mé cira
thoat khéi Mé L6 Quan r6i bdo canh sat. Cac cong doan tiép theo la do canh sat
xt ly. B6i mat véi qua nhiéu tinh tiét di thuwong cta sy viéc, canh sat ciing hét sic
hoang mang, rét cudc, ho nhan dinh rang nha van gia (tén trong tiéu thuyét la
Miyagaki Yotaro, tén that cia 6ng khac mét chit nhwng am doc van nhu vay) la
hung tha da gay ra vu giét nguoi hang loat @ Mé L6 Quan va nhitng diéu ma gidi
truyén thong ram ro dwa tin cling dwa vao két luan dé cta canh sat.

Co diéu...

Du sao thi van that ky quac.

Shimada gdp sach lai, ngan ngdm lac dau nhin phan bia mau tim nhat.

RO6t cudc 1a cudn tiéu thuyét nay dugc viét ra bdi ly do gi?

Tuy trong phan ‘Loi bat’, tac gid Shishiya Kadomi da néi la nham truy diéu
cac nan nhan, nhung...

... Qua ky quadc.

E rang tac gia con c6 y do khac nita, néu khong sé khong thé gii thich dwoc tai
sao lai xudt hién mot vai diém khong tw nhién trong truyén.

Cam thdy phan khich, Shimada ngo6i thang day, vGi 1ay cuon so tay trén ban, co
16 di cam giac nguwdi dau € am, cit thé budc dén cho dat may dién thoai.
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Ba ngay sau, thit Hai ngay 5 thang Chin nam 1988. Shimada hen Shishiya
Kadomi dén nha hang cia mét khach san & thanh phé Fukuoka dung bita t6i.
Shishiya hién dang song & Tokyo, nhung may ngay gan day, anh dang dinh dén
Kyushu dé tim dé tai cho cudn tiéu thuyét tiép theo, tién thé du lich. Ba ngay
tredc, Shimada da goi dién hen gdp va Shishiya da nhan 10i.

ba 1au khong gap nhau, ho vira an vira tro chuyén. Bén khi dn xong, nha hang
bung ca phé ra, Shimada mai noéi, “Nao, ong Shishiya, bay gio' chung ta noi
chuyén chinh nhé?”

Shishiya Kadomi cling da doan ra muc dich cia doi phwong. Anh tim tim cudi
va ngo6i thang ngwoi 1én.

“La vé cuodn tiéu thuyét nay.” Nhin cu6n Mé L6 Qudn trén ban, Shimada néi
v6i giong rat nghiém tic, “Hom thit Sau, vira nhan dugc sach tang la toi 1ap tirc
doc ngay. Tuy tac gia viét dwa vao mét chuyén c6 that, nhung nhin ti géc do tiéu
thuyét trinh tham thi t6i cong nhan rang no rat tha vi.”

Shishiya mim cwoi, “Anh qua khen r6i. Chang giong anh chit nao. Mdy hom
trwdc tro chuyén qua dién thoai anh con néi né cé van dé no kia gi diy ma?”

“Pung la c6...” Shimada gugng cwoi, cam lay bao thudc 14 trén ban, “Néi that
nhé, doc xong, c6 mot van dé t6i van thdy con vieéng mac. Qua dién thoai thi kho
ma noi rd dwgc, nén téi da khong dé cap dén. Nhan hom nay gédp nhau, t6i mudn
héi y kién 6ng vé chuyén do, duwgc khong?”

“Ngtring xung hé nhu thé di!” Shishiya nhap mét ngum ca phé, dang vé mat ty
nhién, “Ct dua mai ngugng chét di dwoc.”

“Ong thay khong hay a?” Shimada nhéch méi, “Sé& quen ngay thdi ma.”

“Em khong nghi minh quen dugc dau a.”

Shimada gai dau, r6i vira cham thudc 1a vira nhin nguwdi doi dién.

“Vao thang van dée nhé?”

“Xin c ty nhién, anh dinh hoi diéu gi?”

“Trong cudn tiéu thuyét nay, tai sao lai c6 y lam cho doc gia hiéu lam khi miéu
ta nhan vat nhu thé?”
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“Cha! Anh that tinh twong.”

“T6i chi 1y lam la khi thdy trong tiéu thuyét c6 vai chdé miéu tad qua gugng
gao, toi chang co trinh d6 gi ma van nhén ra.”

“KE€ cling dung.”

“Cach miéu td khong hoi hot, nhung lai c6 tinh mo ho trong mét vai chi tiét.
Vi da néi la ‘tai hién’ nén khong thé viét sai sy that, danh c6 tim cach che 1ap nhw
thé. T6i néi c6 ding khong, 6ng Shishiya?”

Anh néi ding. Bi nhitng ti* nglt nhw cong bang hodc khéng cong bang am anh
sudt trong dau nén tac gid da qua cha y dén phuwong dién nay.”

“Hiéu r6i.” Shimada gat dau, “Tuy c6 nhiéu cho suyt mat diém nhwng van co6
thé nhan ra tac gia da rat ton cong cho hai chit cong bang, vi du nhuw doan cudi
ctia phan ‘Mé& dau’. Song, n6 khéng thudc van dé t6i mudn noi.”

“Viét rang ‘Néu nhu bdy gio Utayama biét day la lan cudi cung anh dugc tro
chuyén véi mot Miyagaki Yotaro con song’ phai khong?”

“Chinh x4c. Qua that ddy la lan cudi cung Utayama ‘dwogc tro chuyén véi mot
Miyagaki Yotaro con song’. Vé sau, nha van Miyagaki con séng nhung gia vo
chét, Utayama c6 ‘gdp’ lai 6ng nhung khong néi chuyén nita. Cho nay viét rat
khéo. O chwong 2, khi miéu td cac vi khach dén phong ngti Minoss, tac gia da
khong dung ttr ‘thi thé” hoac ‘cai xac’, chi dé cho cac nhan vat néi 6ng Miyagaki
‘chét’ hodc ‘ty sat’, dong thoi tac gia cling tranh goi 6ng Kuroe 1a ‘bac si’ trong
cac miéu ta khach quan.”

“Khong can phai trich dan hét ra thé. C6 diéu, néu doc gia déu doc ti mi nhw
anh thi tac gia sé cam thay minh bé cong sitc ra ciing dang.” Shishiya lai gai dau,
“Anh néi 1a tac gia cd y 1am cho doc gia hidu 1am khi miéu ta nhan vat. Y anh 1a
gl, anh giai thich dwgc khong?”

“Pugc.” Shimada dap, quan sat sac mat ctia déi phuong.

Shishiya nga nguwdi twva han vao lwng ghé, mat lim dim, twa nhu rat vui vé,
“Xin lang nghe anh giai thich.”

“T6i cho rang...” Shimada dat diéu thu6c vao cai gat 1 tan, bat dau noi, “Sy
that ma dw luan biét dén va sy that dwgc miéu ta trong tiéu thuyét nay déu khong
ding. Nha van Miyagaki Yotaro khong phai hung thu thwe sy giét nam ngudoi
trong Mé Lo Quan nam ngoai.”

“Thé day!” Shishiya nhuéng may, “Ly do la gi? Va néu vay thi anh cho rang
hung tha 1a ai?”
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“Co rat nhiéu cach dé phu dinh két luan d6, ong Shishiya a. Mac du khong cé
bang chitng xac dang, song nhu vay cling da réi. Vi duy, tw tinh tiét ho ra mau
xuat phat tr ‘logic chat dau’. Mot 6ng gia 6m nang, ho ra mau, liéu c6 con dua sic
dé gay an khong? Du khong phai ho ra mau ma chi 1a ho ra dom dai vi bi ung thw
phoi... cling thé.”

“Con gi nira?”

“Trong tac pham, ton tai may van dé nhu sau. Trong vu th ba, 6ng Miyagaki
ty tay viét ‘16i nhan tredc khi chét’, réi lai kéo chwdng ngai vat sang bén, hai
hanh vi nay mau thuan véi nhau. Ngoai ra, con ca viéc hung tha c6 y dit ao
choang, gang tay va hung khi ¢ phong doc...”

“Diém nay co6 thé 1y giadi bang tinh nhat quan da néi dén trudc do trong tac
phdm: An mang Mé L& Quan chinh 13 ‘tdc phdm cudi cling’ ma nha vin
Miyagaki Yotaro da gang hét strc dé thyc hién.”

“Quan diém 4y ciling c6 sic thuyét phuc nhat dinh, nhung t6i van phai phan
bac y kién do. ‘Phong cach’ cua 6ng Miyagaki ding la sé dé lai manh moi cho
‘doc giad’, nhung bay cong cu gay an ra nhu vay khong qua 16 liéu hay sao?”

“Vi da nay sinh nghi ngo, t6i bén ditng & géc do khac dé nhin nhan mot diém
trong do, két qua la phat hién mdt dap an hoan toan khac.”

““Mot diem’, la diém nao?”

“Tai sao hung thu lai phéi dung riu chat dau Suzaki Shosuke?”

Nghe xong cau hoi, Shishiya dwa tay s& cam, mim cwdi, “Anh tai that. Thé,
anh cho la tai sao?”

“T6i cling nghi nhw sach viét: hung thu mudén x6a vét mau lam ban tham trai
san 0 hién truong.”

“Nhung ngoai 6ng Miyagaki ra, cac nhan vat con song déu khéng c6 dau vét
nao kha nghi ca.”

“Né6 chi chitng t6 rang khong cé ai bi thwong, ding khong 6ng Shishiya?”
Shimada lai riat mot diéu thuéc méi, “Khong ai bi thwong, cling khong ai chay
mau cam, hung thii muén giadu vét mau ctia minh trén tham trai san, néu phu dinh
két qua ong Miyagaki la hung tha thi...”

“Thi?”

“Thi chi con mot kha nang cudi cung: phu ni* xuat huyét do sinh 1y.”
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“Pung.” Shishiya Kadomi hai long gat dau, “Tac gia ho then va lay lam tiéc
rang khi nghi dén diéu nay thi sy viéc da tréi di mot quang xa.”

“Ching to6 rang hung thu la nit. Co 1€, lic giét anh Suzaki, hung thu da rat séc
vi la lan dau tién giét ngwoi va bun run nga sup xudng san. Ca séc dé cong vaGi
tam ly cang thang da khién chu ky sinh ly cua ké d6 dén sém.”

“Han c0 ta da mdc vay ngan nén mau méi dinh vao tham. Nén c6 ta v6 clung
hoang s¢ vi ddu vét qua noi bat nay, canh sat dang nao ciing sé dem mau mau ay
di giam dinh sau khi kham xét hién truong, roi cho ra két qua dé khong phai mau
cta 6ng Miyagaki, tiép do khang dinh duwgc rang c6 ta méi la hung tha. D6 chinh
la 1y do ¢6 ta phai chat dau nan nhan.”

“Tuyét voi.”

Shimada van tiép tuc néi, “Trong s6 nhitng phu nit van con soéng soét, thi vg
Utayama la Keiko dang c6 thai sau thang va trong thdi ky 6n dinh nén khong thé
gap chu ky sinh 1y. Ba Kadomatsu Fumie thi da 63 tudi, qua gia dé cé kha nang
dé6. Vay thi...”

“Chi can mot phép loai triv don gidn.” Shishiya tiép 10i, “Chi con mot ngwoi la
Samejima Tomoo. Anh n6i ding, chinh c6 ta méi la hung thu.”

https://thuviensach.vn



3

“Sau khi s kién két thic, biét tin da c6 két qua giai phau kham nghiém ti
thi 6ng Miyagaki, em bat dau nghi ngo céi goi la ‘sy that’ da bi phoi bay
kia.” Shishiya trinh trong néi, “Nguyén nhan t¥ vong la vi chat doc nicotin,
thoi gian la khodng 4 gio sang ngay 3 thang Tw, chénh léch khong qua hai
tiéng dong ho. Néu néi ong Miyagaki tdn cong Funaoka, sau do lap tic di
dén can phong & tang ham th hai roi ty sat thi thoi gian ti vong nay la hgp
ly. Cé diéu, két qua mo ti thi cho thdy 6ng ay bi ung thw phdi rat nhe, chwa
thé ho ra mau ciing nhu dom dai dinh mau. Vi canh sat thi cai goi la ‘logic
chdt dau’ dy khong c6 chitng ct xac thye, cho nén ho chi cé thé két luan dwa
trén cac hién twgng bé néi ma thoi, nhung em khong thé chap nhan két qua
d6. Chua ké, dén phut cudi, em con phat hién mot van dé nita trong di chiic
cuia ong Miyagaki vé viéc trao quyeén thira ké tai san cho ngwoi cé quan hé
huyét thong vdi 6ng ay...”

“D6 la mot dita tré 9 tudi tén la Samejima Yoji.”

“Pung.”

“Viéc bo tri cho Samejima can phong tén Pasiphae ciing c6 thé xem la mot dau
hiéu. Pasiphae la cung phi ciia Minos, cling la me cua vuong to¢ di dang
Minotaur.”

Tai sao trong cuon tiéu thuyét nay lai c6 mot nhan vat dugc tac gia c6 y miéu
td cho doc gid hiéu lam nhw thé? Nhan vat do, dwong nhién la nha phé binh
Samejima.

Thyc t€, Samejima Tomoo la mot phu nit, nhwng tiéu thuyét nay khong dé cap
dén gidi tinh cua co6 ta. Tac gia miéu ta nhan vat &y nhv mot nam gidi, trong khi
ngon tr lai c6 tinh khéng viét rd rang Samejima la nam. Cai tén ‘Tomoo’ la nam
hodc nit déu dwoc, tiéu thuyét lai con béng gié rang, “Néu mac so mi trang, tré
hon vai tudi, c6 bao d6 1a mot ‘anh chang dién trai’ thi cling khong qua 10i.” Tém
lai, moi khi dé cdap dén gigi tinh cua nhan vat ‘Samejima’, tic gia déu dung
nhitng ti nglt miéu td mo ho, dé nguwdi doc nhan dinh la nam hay ni thi tuy ho.
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Shimada vira nhan nha hit thudc vira tong két nhitng suy luan ctia minh trong
may ngay qua, tiép tuc noéi, “Ong Miyagaki va c6 Samejima da tirng 1a nguoi tinh
cua nhau, tiéu thuyét ciing kin ddo dé cap dén mét giai thoai 1a hai nguwoi do da
‘b6 ra cd mot mua hé dé dam dao sudt ngay dém vé tiéu thuyét trinh tham’.
Samejima c6 cau con trai 9 tudi, suy ra rang hoi dé co ay 27-28 tudi, ong
Miyagaki 50 tudi, con c6 tiéng la dao hoa. Hai ngwoi dy ¢ bén nhau ca mua heé thi
Samejima c6 thai cling la chuyén duwong nhién. Mat khac, ong Miyagaki khong
chi la tin do6 cua cht nghia doc than ma con rat ghét tré con. Cang bat hanh hon la
dia tré do Samejima sinh ra lai bi thiéu nang tri tué nghiém trong, cho nén ong
Miyagaki tuyét doi khong cong nhan no la con trai minh.”

Tt khi sinh con dén gio da gan chuc nam, khong rd Samejima da cam thdy thé
nao trong sudt thoi gian qua?

That khé ma twdng twong dwgc khi c6 chdp nhan nuéi con mot minh va khong
cong khai danh tinh cha dita tré, dong thoi van than thiét v4i 6ng Miyagaki du
ong nhat quyét khéng thtra nhan thang bé. Nghi dén day, Shimada cam thay lanh
ca song lung.

“Miyagaki Yotaro vira la nguoi tinh cua cd vwa la cha cua con co, liéu
Samejima c6 cam han ong vi sy lanh lung d6 khong? Chac chan la c6. Du sao
ong Miyagaki ciing sé chia mot phan tai san khong 16 ctia minh cho thang bé, liéu
Samejima c6 tirng nghi thé khong? Chac chan la c6. Cho nén, c6 vui sau noi cam
han trong long su6t gan chuc nam trgi, tiép tuc moi quan hé than thiét v4i ong
Miyagaki. Ay thé ma nha van gia ay lai bio mudn dung tai san cia minh dé thanh
1ap ‘Giai thwéng Miyagaki’ va van hanh né. Va r6i, vao mua xuan nam ngoai, sau
khi biét minh mac bénh hiém nghéo, 6ng Miyagaki da thiét ké mot tro lira ngoan
muc trong lan ming sinh nhat 1an th 60 cda minh tai Mé Lo Quan. Ong dinh
don bon ‘dé ti’ dén ‘buwdc dudng cung’ dé ho phat huy hét tiém nang ctia minh.
C6 thé muc dich chinh khéng phdi chi dé bay mot ho dua, ma chinh 6ng cling
dinh viét tiéu thuyét véi boi canh Mé Lo Quan, sau do cung xudt ban vGi cac tac
pham cuda ho, coi nhw mot ky niém dang nhé nhan dip mirng tho 60. Khi bién tap
Utayama dén tham 6ng Miyagaki trong dip dau nam, 6ng néi minh dang c6 mat
‘v twdng’ chac la néi cai tro nay?

“Rat c6 kha nang la trudc do 6ng da n6i cho Samejima biét va ¢t ¢6 lam ‘gian
diép cta bén bi ltra’, ma trong s6 ‘bén bay tro lira’, it nhat la Kuroe Tatsuo sé
khong biét diéu do. Va thé la Samejima da c6 da diéu kién thuan 1gi dé thyc thi

https://thuviensach.vn



ké hoach pham t6i ciia minh. Muwdi nam cam han tich tu, Samejima quyét dinh tra
thu 6ng Miyagaki, dong thoi nang toan bo tai san cua 6ng Miyagaki cho con trai
minh ma van khong bi phap luat trirng tri. Cho du lam thé dong nghia véi viéc
Yoji sé mang tiéng c6 cha la mot ké cudng sat va bi ngwdi doi khinh bi, nhung
thiéu s6t bam sinh sé gitip né khong hiéu noi anh mat ghé lanh ctia nguwoi doi.
Can nhac xong xubi, Samejima quyét dinh thuyc hién ké hoach cia minh. Theo ké
hoach, Samejima phdi giét cd nam ngwoi kia, vi nhw thé méi ding la phong cach
ctia Miyagaki Yotaro. Co6 ta cai tén cua nha van Miyagaki vao cac tiéu dé do
minh nan ra, va danh may san cac doan mé dau ‘tiéu thuyét’. Vé cac canh ctra va
dwong ngam trong Mé Lo Quan, han 6ng Miyagaki da cho c6 ta biét tir truéc r6i.

“Suzaki Shosuke, Ino Mitsuo, Kiyomura Junichi, Hayashi Hiroya va Funaoka
Madoka sé la nhitng vat hy sinh trong ‘tdc pham cudi cung’. Samejima da lan
lwgt giét bon ho theo thit tw ké trén, cudi cung, co6 ta di xudng tang ham th hai,
dén phong Minos va cho 6ng ay ‘ty sat’. Hon nita, cd6 con nguy tao mot bic thw
do 6ng Miyagaki dé lai, noi dung la chi nhan Mé L6 Quan thang than ty nhan
minh la hung tha va trao quyén thtra ké cho dita tré cung huyét théng, dudi thw c6
ca chit ky cua 6ng Miyagaki ma c6 l1dy dwgc tride do6 nén ‘di chic’ sé cé gia tri
phap ly. Cudi cung, chi can cong bo viéc Yoji la con 6ng Miyagaki la xong. Chac
chan Samejima da nghi nhw vay.

“Khi giét ngudi, nhat 1a lic chat dau Suzaki va dam Hayashi, han Samejima da
lwong triede viéc minh sé bi dinh mau nén c6 ta sé mac 4o choang, va tat nhién
deo ca gang tay. Tiép theo, c6 ta dat tat ca nhitng thit d6 trong phong doc dé lam
chitng ctt. Loi nhan trong may danh chit ciing la do c6 ta viét ra. Co 1é nguy hiém
nhat la khi giét Funaoka, vi Utayama da phat hién ra xac Kiyomura qua sém,
thém coi bao dong cua Funaoka bat ngd vang l1én khién hung thu phai voi va bé
chay. Sau d6, Samejima hiéu rd minh phdi nhanh chéng hanh déng nét cho xong
nén da chay vao phong doc, dat vat chitng duéi ban, go 16i nhan dé lai manh méi
ggi y noi an than cia 6ng Miyagaki. Cudi cung, co ta cam thw tuyét ménh da
chuan bi tr truwdc, chia khéa va bom tiém chita nicotin chay xudng hang da bén
duwdi, han 1a theo tuyén dwong ngam - dai sanh - hang da do s¢g cham tran véi ai
dé nghe thay tiéng coi. Vao phong Minos, dém khuya nén han lic dy ong
Miyagaki dang ngu, c0 ta tiém nicotin vao nguoi ong, ddt bic thuw gia va chia
khoa 1én ban ro6i v6i va chay 1én trén, gia vo nhw vira mdéi vao dai sanh xem xét
tinh hinh, buéc ra thi gdp hai vg chéng Utayama.
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“Tiép theo, Samejima chi can chd moi nguwdi suy luan roi dwa ra két qua sai
lam cho rang ‘Miyagaki Yotaro la hung thu’, va néu ho khéng nghi theo hwéng
nay thi c6 ta sé sam vai tham tir dé dwa ra két luan. Nhung, Samejima van chua
hét nguy hiém, vi rat c6 thé Funaoka sé tinh lai va chi ra co6 ta la hung tha. Lic bi
tan cong, du trong phong chi bat dén ngu song rat c6 thé Funaoka van kip nhén ra
hung tha la Samejima. Pén khi Funaoka tinh tdo tr¢ lai, c6 gio tay chi vé phia
Shimada dang ngau nhién ditng trdc canh ctra gwong. Tiéu thuyét ndi do la co
ay chi vao noi c6 duong ngam, thyc té thi khong phai vay.” Dit 10i, Shimada thd
ra mot hoi, cdm cuén Mé Lo Quan trén ban lén, vira 1t tim trang vira néi, “Ong
Shishiya thtt nh¢ lai vi tri titng nguoi luc ding trong phong Funaoka xem. Vg
chong Utayama ditng bén giwong, ba Kadomatsu ngoi & goéc phong, con
Samejima ding tredc may danh chit, vi tri y sé doi dién véi tam guwong, tic
Funaoka khong phai chi vao canh ctta gwong hodc Shimada, ma la chi vao béng
Samejima trong guwong.”

“Phai vo0 tay dé ca nggi suy ludn tuyét voi nay caa anh.” Shishiya tan thudng,
“Anh gidi that.”

“Du 6ng c6 khen thé thi toi cling chang thdy vui dau.” Shimada tré moi,
khoanh tay tridc nguc, “T6i van rat muén hdi 6ng Shishiya cau nay: ly do that sy
dé ong viét cuén Mé Lo Quan rot cudc la gi?”
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“Pay giong nht mot 10i nhan thoi.” Shishiya nhin thing vao khuén madt
nghiém tuc cta Shimada, “Nhitng ndi dung ma anh vtra noi, du bay gio co
bao v@i canh sat thi ho cling khong tin, ma co tin thi cling chang con ching
ct xac thyc nao dé chitng minh nita roi. Vi lai, tac gia cling khong muon
lam mot ‘cau hoc sinh t6t” hay bat bé ding sai khién ngudi ta ghét. N6i vay
thoi chit sau khi dd nhan ra mot sw that c6 do chinh xac cao, néu ma van
khong 1én tiéng, thi tac gia - véi ti cach mot cong dan tot, it nhiéu cling cam
thay c6 16i. Cho nén, ngudi bién tap - anh Utayama Hideyuki trong tac pham
- da c6 1oi khuyén, rang tac gia nén dung phwong thitc viét tiéu thuyét dé ghi
lai sw that.

“Ttc la, v6i nhitng doc gia khong biét gi vé sy kién do thi co6 thé coi day la
cuon truyén dé giai tri, ai da biét & mot mic do nao do thi co6 thé doc Mé L6 Qudn
nhw mot cudn tiéu thuyét tai hién sy that. Ping la sach da miéu td c6 Samejima
nhr m6t nam gidi, c6 1€ sé c6 nguwdi cam thay kho chiu vi diéu do, nhung chwa
chac ho da suy ra dugc két luan nhw ching ta vira r6i. Va, dac biét déi véi hung
tha that sw- c6 Samejima, thi day chinh la 16i t6 cdo co ta duwdi dang tiéu thuyét.

“Poc xong cudn truyén nay, dwong nhién ban than co ta sé rat ban khoan. Miéu
td nhan vat ‘Samejima Tomoo’ nhi mot nam gidgi, song khong c6 mot tir nao noi
ro gidi tinh cua nguwoi nay nén ban doc nhan dinh Samejima la nit cling duogc.
Cach viét nay sé khién c6 ta cdm thay nghi hodc, vi mau chét trong vu nay la van
de gidi tinh, va c6 ta la ngwoi hiéu diéu dy hon bat cit ai. T d6 co ta sé suy ra
rang, tac gia - xudt phat tiv ‘logic chat dau’ dé dwa ra két luan ‘hung tha la mot
phu ni’ - da nhin 6 chan twéng sy viéc. Sau khi doc 16i ‘t6 cdo’ nay, Samejima
sé lam thé nao? C6 di dau thu khéng? Diéu nay thi tac gid chiu, khong biét
duoc.”

“A...” Shimada van khoanh tay trw6c nguc, khé néi, “Thi ra d6 mdi 1a muc
dich chinh cta tac gia.”

“Cha.” Shishiya nhin vai, “Anh thi chac chan da doan ra hét r6i, chang qua chi
muon nghe chinh em thtra nhan ma théi.”
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“Thi ra t6i dugc danh gia cao thé.” Shimada ciing nhtn vai, “Tuy nhién, so vGi
chu hai nha ta, thanh tra canh sat tinh Oita, thi ding la dau 6c cua t6i it nhiéu gi
cling c6 phan linh hoat hon.”

Shimada nhin nha vin Shishiya dang cudi ha ha, chuyén sang dé tai khac, “A,
toi con muon thinh gido 6ng day mot van de.”

“Anh ¢6 chap qud, sao ctt lubn miéng ‘ong’ mai thé. Em ngugng dén phat s6t
roi day.”

“La mot nha van trinh tham xuat sac thi cling xitng dang vdi chit ‘ong’ dy chi
sao?”

“Nao c6, chi la tadc gid méi vao nghé théi.”

“Sém muon gi cling sé trd thanh mot tac gid xuat sac.” Shishiya lai nhtn vai,
“Anh con van dé gi nita? Chac anh dinh héi vé but danh Shishiya Kadomi?”

“Khong, cai dé t6i nhan ra 1au r6i.” Shimada vo vién vo bao thudc 14 da rong
roi néi, “But danh Shishiya Kadomi la do dung tén that phién 4am ra La Tinh r6i
dao vi tri cac ky tw ma thanh, dung chwa?”

“Pung.”

“T6i mudn héi vé viéc trong tiéu thuyét, c6 mot cau doi trd & khoang gia nira
Chuong 1, trong cudc hoi thoai gitta Shimada va Kiyomura.”

“A, viéc d6...” Shishiya cudi gugng, “Anh gian a?”

“Pirng c6 danh trong lang.”

““N6i ra chang khac nao... vach 4o cho ngudi xem Iwng. Anh ca caa toi lau
nay mat hut chang rd di dau. Anh ay tén la Tsutomu, muwdi lam nam tredc dot
ngot xuat ngoai, dén gio van chwa vé. Trong khi 6ng anh ca cia em la ngudi ¢
hoc van cao nhat nha, 1a giang vién b6 mén Tam 1y hoc t6i pham & DPai hoc Quéc
gia, mot nha gido dang kinh. N6i nhw thé vé anh ké cling hoi qua dang.”

“Hiéu duwoc thé la tot.”

Nguoi tén Shimada dang ng6i day, chinh la Shimada Tsutomu, 6ng anh ca
trong nha Shimada. Ong t6 vé khéng vui, lwdm ciu em dang ha hé dac chi.

“Pirng gian, anh ca. Em rat s¢ vé mat nay cua anh. Vi mu6n cau chuyén thém
phan tht vi nén em mdi bia ra chuyén day.”

Tac giad co but danh Shishiya Kadomi chinh la Shimada Kiyoshi, lic nay dang
nhoén miéng cwoi tinh nghich, y hét mot dia tré con.

“Ciling nhan ngay Ca thang Tw nén em mgi noi dua ma.”
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http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/31769008

MGt trong nhitng c@ sach bo tii theo quy chuan cta Nhat, thuwong co hai kiéu kich thede 106 mm x 173 mm

hodc 103 mm x 182 mm.
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Trudng phai tiéu thuyét trinh tham ta thyc do Mastumoto Kiyoharu khai xwéng nam 1957, thong tri van dan

Nhat Ban ba mwoi nam.
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Ba tiéu thuyét nay déu la cac tdc pham ghi dau an trong lich st tiéu thuyét trinh tham ctia Nhat Ban.
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Nha van ‘thiy t6’ cta tiéu thuyét trinh tham Nhat Ban, tdc pham Nisendoka (Tam dich: Dong hai xu) ra mat

nam 1923 da m@ dau thoi dai mdi cua tiéu thuyét trinh tham Nhat Ban,
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Minotaur hay Nhan Ngwu la quai vat nita ngwoi ntra bo trong than thoai Hy Lap. Chuyén la Minos cta dao
Crete da hita hién té€ mé6t con bo trang cho than bién Poseidon. Poseidon bén tdng 6ng mot con bo trang dé
ong thé hién long thanh cta minh. Nhwng vi mé méan vé dep ctia con bo nén nha vua da nuét 16i, dung mot
con khéac danh trao thay vao. Poseidon noi gian, tritng phat bang cach héa phép cho Hoang hau cua Minos
yéu con bo dé. Két qua méi tinh ky di nay la Minotaur. P& che ddu n6i 6 nhuc, Minos cho xdy mot mé cung

16n dwdi dat giam gilr diva con quai thai, va nu6i nang né bang thit ngudi.
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Mot trong ba lau dai 16n xdy dyng trong thoi dai cta vua Ludwig II, dwgc xem nhw phién ban thu nho caa

cung dién Versailles.
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Dante Alighieri (1265- 1321) 1a nha tho, nha than hoc ngudi Y, Minotaur xuét hién trong tdc phdm Than

khiic ctia ong.
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Con goi la mé cung Minos, noi Minotaur bi nh6t. Mé cung nay la tac phdm cua Daedalus, noi tiéng vi két

cdu cuc ky phitc tap va chi c6 mot 16i ra cting chinh la 16i vao.
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Nguyén van la ‘wapuro’, mdy danh chi kiéu Nhét, c6 man hinh gan giéng man hinh cta laptop bay gio.
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Edga Allan Poe (1809-1849), la nha van nguwoi My tién phong trong thé loai trinh tham va hinh sw. Vu huyét

an pho Morgue (1841) cua 6ng dwgc xem nhu la tdc pham mé dau cho dong van hoc nay.
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Viét tit ctia Japanese Industrial Standard. Ban phim JIS giéng v&i ban phim kiéu QWERTY cua mady tinh

thuong, nhing méi phim cé thém mot chitc nang la g6 mot ky tu- kana twong tng trén phim.
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Coi nhé bo ti, khi bam nit né sé ty dong phat tin hiéu bao canh sat.
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Thé loai trinh tham xuét hién vao gitta thap nién 1920 vdi ngudi khdi xwdng la Dashiell Hammet. Nhitng vu
an trong do6 thwong miéu ta nhitng hanh vi bao Iy, xam hai tinh duc, giét nguwdi vo toi va trong khung canh
dwong pho rong 16n, ngwgce lai v6i né la truong phai ¢ dién: vu an dién ra trong pham vi nho, tinh tiét

truyén chi tap trung vao suy luan thuan tiy.
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The Tragedy of Y (1932) cta Ellery Queen. Thi pham trong The Tragedy of Y ciing gdy an dva trén tiéu

thuyét
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The Sign of the Broken Sword, Mot truyén ngan trong series The Innocence of Father Brown cua tac gia

nguwdi Anh G.K Chesterton (1874 — 1936)
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The Tragedy of X, cluing series v&i The Tragedy of Y, dd dan & chuong 5
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La nhén vat tham t trong tiéu thuyét ctia Carr duwdi biit danh Carter Dickson, xuat hién lan dau trong Vu an

@ biét thy Plague nam 1934.
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La mot trong ba hé phién am La Tinh cta Nhat do James Curtis Hepburn (1815 - 1911) phat minh.Béan tu

chinh cua hé phién dm nay dwgc xem nhu ‘hé phién 4m chuan’.
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Cac thudt ngi trong ngit am tiéng Nhat.
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Phién am cua bon nhan dé lan lugt 1a ‘Minotaurosu no Kubi’, “Yami no Naka no Dokuga’, ‘Garasubari no

Dengon’, ‘Kikei no Tsubasa’.
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Mot dong tac twgng trung cho thach dau.
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