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Tap 3

Nezumi nhan dwgc mau gidy nhan cia Karan, cho biét Safu da bi
nguoi cua Cuc Tri an bat di mat. N6 gidu nhem mau gidy di, va bat dau qua
trinh ty dan vat, cttu hay khong cttu Safu, ké hay khong ké cho Shion.

Giay khong géi duoc Itta, dén mot ngay Shion ciling biét duwgc, cau non
néng lén duong di citu ban. Nhung chang dwgc may budc, da bi Nezumi
chan duong...

Dbay la tap truyén vé nhitng con ngwoi non tré da gian nan chay tron
khoi noi nguy hiém, nhung khi tinh cam va tinh than chinh nghia Ién tiéng,
ho lai khéng ngan ngai quay vé doi mat...

Pay la cau chuyeén & bén kia bitc twong
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Chuong 1

Hay vao day, vao trong nay, lita moi nguwdi rang minh khong biét! Bo
mat gia doi sé che day dugc trai tim gia doi.

- Macbeth, William Shakespeare
Bau troi xanh ngat sang stia v6 cung, mat troi sap stta ditng bong, roi

xuong anh nang am ap hién hoa. Bu6i trwa rat doi yén binh, con lanh gia
mdy hom tredc da tan bién nhw chwa ting hién hiru.

Shion nheo mat nguwdc nhin troi xanh.
Tuyét qua, cau nghi.

Bau troi dep dén nao long. Pong gach vun mau trang l1dp lanh dvéi
nang ciing tré nén huyén diéu. Bot bong béng bay 1én tit cuc xa phong twa
nhu man 4o thuat dep lung linh. Sau khi tam tap, 16ng ché6 mém mugt éng
anh vo cung bat mat.

Shion cam thay moi thit tam thwong xung quanh minh gio day déu tra
nén dep dé. Thém mot cai bong béng xa phong litng 10 bay 1én roi vo tan
trong lan gio.

"Nay! Dirng nghi tay nita!" Giong Inukashi bong vang Ién. "Con nhiéu
ché dang chg tam lam day, cau ct ngan ngo mai thé nay, chra tam xong
mot nira thi troi da t6i mat roi."
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Nhu thé phu hoa 16i trach méc cia Inukashi, con ché trang cao 16n
minh day bot xa phong cling kéu "w " ra chiéu héi thic.

"A, xin 16i."

Shion tho tay vao 16p bot xa phong, co rira ki cang cho no. Co 1€ vi
qua dé chiu nén d6i mat con cho hip ca lai, hai mép nhanh ra.

Tinh luén hom nay thi Shion chi md&i lam cong viéc tam ché dwoc hai
ngay, nhung trong hai ngay ngan ngui I nay, cau phat hién biéu cam cta ld
cho thuc sy rat phong phi: chan ghét phién todai, phan khich, cau ban, lwoi
nhac, diem dam, néng ndy, kiéu ngao... Moéi con déu c6 dac trung va tinh
tinh khac nhau. Pay ciing la diéu ma gio day cau mdi biét.

Con ché trang cau dang tam chac la con ché cai gia, tinh tinh 6n hoa,
thong minh, rat giong cac ba lao thong thai thwong xuat hién trong truyén
dan gian.

"Shion, cau tam ki qua r6i, tam mot con ton nhitng mdy chuc phat."
Toc budc sau gay, chom miii dinh bot xa phong, Inukashi noi vai vé cau co.

"Pay la nhitng con ché sé cho khach thué dé swgi am, ding khong? Di
nhién phai tam ki hon ch."

"Tam so la dugc r6i, du gi khach dén tro cho nay cling toan may tén
ban thiu nhw ch6 hoang vay."

Inukashi da don dep lai nhitng ché con chit dang dap ctia khach san
xtra kia trong toa nha do nat réi cho nhitng ngwdi vo gia cu thué, con chuan
bi cho thué ch6 khi mua dong lanh gia sap vé. Bam khach tro sé vui minh
gitta mdy con ché dé swdi am qua dém, tranh khoi canh bi chét céng. Va
Shion thi dugc thué tam tap cho I ché ay.

"Inukashi, t6i thdy cau néi vé khach hang nhw thé khéng hay lam dau."
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"Ha? Cau bdo sao?"
"Cau no6i khach ban thiu, tén nay tén no, nhw thé khéng hay."

Inukashi ldy mu ban tay quet mii, hat hoi mét cai, "Cau la me t6i a,
Shion?"

"Khong, t6i chi dugc thué dén day dé tam cho thoi."

"Thé thi t6i la chu, ciu la ngwdi lam. Cau c tuan theo nhitng gi toi
bao la dwgc r6i."

Inukashi 16i con ché trong tay Shion vé, roéi muc thang nwéc song xoi
a0 ao vao minh no.

Pang sau toa nha do nat la mot con song nhé. Sau khi trén tir thanh
ph6 Thanh No.6 t6i West Block khéng 1au, Shion suyt chut nita da mat
mang vi con ong ki sinh trong co thé. Lic bay gio, vi con dau dir doi va
con sot cao, Shion gan nhuw khong con y thitc, nhung lai nhé rat rdo may lan
dong nuwdc mat lanh, ngon ngot tréi qua c6 hong. Chinh vi né mat lanh,
ngon ngot nhwong ay nén cau mdéi nhé ki. Khi cdu dinh ngo 10i cdm on
Nezumi da cho nwdc uéng va chira gitp vét thwong thi Nezumi chi dap coc
16c, "Chang qua vi gan day c6 nguon nwdc ma thoi."

Co &, con song nay ciing chay ra tr noi ay.
"Inukashi, khong duwgc lam thé. Xa phong chdy ra song hét roi kia."

Shion voi gitt tay Inukashi lai. Bot xa phong no6i 1énh bénh trén mat
nuwdc roi tréi xa dan.

"Thi da sao?"

"Con song nay chang phai la nguén nuwéc sinh hoat ctia moi nguoi u?"
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"Chac vay, ¢ day khong c6 thiét bi tan tién dé nhan nmit mot céi la cé
nuwéc tiét trung da dugc diéu chinh nhiét d6 chdy ra, moi nguwdi déu dung
trie tiép nudce 14y tr song sudi gi do thoi."

"Thé thi ching ta dirng nén lam ban con song nay, néu khéng sé anh
hwéng dén nhitng nguwdi ¢ ha lvu mat."

Inukashi nhin cham cham vao Shion hoi 1au, "Bon ngudi ¢ ha lwu lién
quan gi dén t6i?"

"Lién quan... néu da biét & ha lwu sé cé nguwoi dung nuwdc, thi khong
nén lam ban dong song. Chang phai day la 1é dwong nhién u?"

"Lé& dwong nhién? Cau dang n6i cho nao vay? Day la West Block! Néu

chuyén gi cling suy nghi cho ngudi khac thi dirng hong song noi & chon

nay.

"Nhung ciing khong thé biét sai ma van lam! Ching ta hay ¢t d6 nwéc
vao thung sat trdc r6i méi tam cho i ché nhw hém qua di."

"HOm qua tam ché con, hom nay toan la ché 16n, s6 lwong lai nhiéu,
con nao cting phai lam thé thi mét lam." Dt 10, Inukashi nhin vai. "Néu
cau muon mot minh di 14y nwdce tir dwdi song 1én thi té6i khong can dau.”

"Puoc, quyét dinh vay di."
"S€ cue lam do."
llUm.'l

"Noi trwdc nhé, toi chi tra tién tam cho, con ldy nuwdc la do cau tw
nguyén."

"Yén tim di."
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"Puoc, vay thi lam nhanh 1én. T6i di an trwa day."

Con ché trang lac minh, nwéc vang tung tée; Shion nhan 1ay cai x6 ma
Inukashi ném qua, danh mot x06 nuwdc tw song len.

"Shion."

IIH&")H

"Tai sao?"

"Gl ma tai sao?"

"Tai sao khong thé n6i xau khach hang? Tai sao phdi 16 chuyén song
chét cua bon nguoi dwdi ha lwu?"

Inukashi dang ng6i trén dong gach vun, Shion nguwdc 1én nhin guwong
mat ngam ngam ay.

"Bdi vi ching ta déu nhw nhau."
"Nhu nhau?"
"Chuing ta déu la con ngudi nhw nhau cd ma. Néu da thé thi..."

Bong dung Inukashi pha Ién cudi sdc sua, tiéng cuwdi vong thang lén
tan troi xanh. Co vai con ché khiép dam rén v w.

"DPéu la con nguwdi nhw nhau... Ha ha, that nyc cwdi qua! Lan dau tién
toi nghe c6 ngwdi néi nhw vay. Shion, cau thuc sy nghi thé u?"

"That ma!"

Inukashi nhdy khéi déong gach, ditng tredc mat Shion. N6 nhé con, chi
cao tdi vai Shion, chan tay khang khiu tho ra khéi quan 4o mau den, nwdc
da nau nhv mau da thuoc.
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"Pam khach & tro ban thiu va 1t nhéc dén day danh nwéc déu la ngwoi
nhu ching ta?"

"Pung vay."
"Cau va toi la nguoi nhw nhau?"
"Phai."

Inukashi gio tay chi 1én madt troi dang treo 1o ling trén cao, "Cu dan
No.6 déu la ngudi nhw ching ta?"

Shion cham cham gat dau, tra 161, "Pung vay."

Lan da nau tron lang dén mitc c6 thé phan chiéu 4nh nang, t6c mai dai
che khudt vang tran, pht béng xudng tan doi mat Inukashi. P6i mat mau
nau chép chép dudi lan béng do ay.

"Shion, cau sé chét day."
"Gi chi?"

"Néu cdu qua that cé suy nghi ngdy tho nhu vay, cau sé khong song
noéi & day."

"Nezumi ciing hay néi vay, cau ay van bdo t6i qua ngay tho."

"Chang thé nao ta cdu bang chit 'qua’ nita r6i. Nhitng 10i cdu néi gidong
nht mot ngdi nha keo ngot lam tir dwong cat. Mdc du toi chwa tng an va

cling chwa tirng thdy duwong cat, nhung chac né ngot lim, twdi nuwdc vao sé
tan ngay."

"To6i chwa twdi nwdc cho dwdng cat bao gio, nhung ding la noé rat
ngot."

https://thuviensach.vn



Inukashi lai nhdy lén dong gach v®, ngoi duédi bau troi xanh ngat. N6
du dwa doi chan, 1am bam, "Tai sao Nezumi lai chiu dung cau nhi? Vén di
han ta rat ghét loai ngwdi mo mong hao huyén co ma."

"Inukashi, cau rat than v6i Nezumi u?"
"Than? Y cau la sao?"

Shion xach x0 nwdc, i ach budc trén con dwong day co kho va gach
vun, dén do nudc vao chiéc thung sat, "La biét rd moi chuyén vé nhau ay."

"Néu la y dé thi khong than. Chuyén ctia Nezumi t6i biét con it hon
phan chép dubi cta con cin nay, to6i chang hitng thi gi v6i han."

Inukashi chi vao chi ciin con mau nau nhat dang n6 dua quanh chan
Shion. Chép dubi ctia n6 c6 diém mat chit mau trang.

"Toi twdng cac cau la ban..."

"Ban! Lai la mot tw toi khong hay nghe noi. Ban! Ha! Nuc cuoi. Chi
khi Nezumi can théng tin ma cho cta t6i thu thap dugc méi dén day thoi.
Toi thi ban théng tin cho han. Chi cé thé, chang con gi khac nita..."

Inukashi bam miéng lai, cham phéi anh mat ctia Shion, n6 v6i nhin
lang sang cho khac.

"Khong chi c6 giao dich thong tin va tién bac thoi dau nhi?"
"Pung... thinh thodng t6i sé madi han tdi hat.
"Hat?"

"Han c6 chat giong t6t. Cho nén t6i moi han dén hat. Khi c6 nhitng
con ché sap chét, néu sang sém ra n6 da chét réi thi con dd, chit nhitng con
hdp héi vi bénh hay bi thwong sé dau dén lam. Ca m6t dém ching rén ri
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khong ngudi. Nhitng lic nhu vay, t6i sé moi Nezumi dén hat. Toi khong
biét han hat bai gi, nhung chi can han cat tiéng hat, néi thé nao nhi..."

"Giong nhuw cai gi?"
”Hé'?"

"Bai hat ctia Nezumi, tiéng hat cia Nezumi, néu phai vi von thi giong
vOi cai gi?"

Inukashi nghiéng dau ngam nghi. Shion ciling lang 1é di danh nwdc,
qua lai nhiéu chuyén gitta con song va chiéc thung sat. Khi nwéc gan dwoc
nita thung, Inukashi 1én tiéng.

"Co 1é giong... lan gié. Lan gi6 thoi tit phwong xa tGi. Pung vay, tiéng
hat cia Nezumi c6 thé tién dwa nhitng linh hon hap héi, vat va dau kho
dwgc mau chong ra di. Giong nhu gié thoi bay nhitng canh hoa, han c6 thé
khién linh hon tach khoi thé xac. Bat ké con ché dau dén cd nao, né ciing
sé nham mat lai, yén lang nam xudng. C¥ twdng chi la ndam im théi, khong
ngo no6 da nging thé ludn roi. Con dau méi mot giday trede dé con hanh ha
né gio c nhu chwa tirng ton tai, né ra di mot cach thanh than... H6i me t6i
chét cling vay."

"Bac gai da mat roi u?"

"Puing vay. Bi ddm ngudi ¢ ha lvu ma cau n6i néu minh lam ban nuwéc
ho sé gap kho khan dé danh chét. Ho ném da vao me, dung gay go so6i danh
me. Nhung ma me t6i ciing c6 cho khéng ding, me dinh an cap bira toi it 6i
con soét lai cia bon ngwdi dé. Lic me 1én vao can nha nhé, vira ngoam lay
miéng thit kho thi bi chiing phat hién. Khi me bo chay vé day thi cang truéc
va xuwong suon déu da gay hét roi, miéng mém day mau, khéng con citu
chita duoc nita."
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Cudi cung da ldy nuwdc day thung, Shion lau mo6 hoi trén tran. Cau
khong hiéu lam 16i néi ctia Inukashi.

"Inukashi, cau noi cang triwdc... Nhung cau dang néi vé me minh ma?"

"Phai, me t6i la mot con chd."

"Chg?"

Shion ha h6c mém. Nhin thdy bo dang ctia cau, Inukashi cwdi 16n.

"T6i da bi vitt bé & noi ndy khi con 1a mot dita tré so sinh. Ong ldo
nhat dwoc téi la mot nguwdi 1ap di song chung véi cho, 6ng nudi t6i cung vai
dan chd. Me da cho t6i bu sira, cho toi ngu chung, khi troi lanh, sé cung véi
cac anh chi em, nhitng difa con cia me, swdi am cho t6i. Me van thuong
noi vai toi, toan than con khong cé cong 1ong nao, that la tgi nghiép, nhung

mua hé con sé rat mat mé, cling khong lo c6 ran. Me vira néi vira liém t6i
sach sé."

"That 1a mot ngwdi me tot, diu dang va hién tw."
DPo6i mat Inukashi chédp chdp vai cai, "Cau nghi thé w, Shion?"

"Pung vay, me rat thwong cau, mot long mot da bao vé dita con khong
c6 long nhw cau, dé cau khong bi lanh."

"Um, me diing 1a mot ngwdi me hién, cho dén bay gid tdi van con nhé
cam giac cham vao dau lwdi ctia me, &m ap va won wét. That la lung, sao toi
lai nh@ 6 nhuw vay nhi?"

"Mon qua ki ¢c chang?"

"Gl co?"
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"Moén qua ki (t'c ma me tang cho con. D6 la ki niém ma me dé lai cho

cau.

Inukashi khong du dwa chan nita, cti dau nhin xuéng, "T6i chwa tirng
nghi dén diéu do... Mén qua ki ¢c u?"

Shion quy goi bén dong song, voc nudc udng.

Mat lanh. Ngon ngot dén mitc ngam sdu vao long ngudi. A... qua
nhién la nwdc ¢ noi nay.

Dong nudc tham thau vao co thé mét nhoai sau tran ac chién vGi con
ong ki sinh ¢ nhv mot phép mau. Khong, khong chi co thé, khi cdm nhén
dwgc dong nuwde troi qua c6 hong ngon dén mitc nao, tat cd cac giac quan
cta Shion déu birng tinh. Cau tin chac la vay.

Minh sé song, bdi vi c6 dong nwdc mat lanh va ngon ngot nay, vi co
nhitng tiéng goi "Pung chét! Hay song tiép! Gang guwong 1én!".

Cho nén ca doi Shion sé khong bao gio quén. Dong nuwdc cung tiéng
goi ay da cam ré trong tdm kham cau va ton tai vinh viéen & d6. Thinh
thodng no troi 1én khoi tang tang 16p 16p y thirc, khé khang thi tham.

Pirng chét! Hay song tiép! Gang guong 1én!
P4y chinh la mén qua ki tc!

"T6i di 14y bita trra cho cau." Inukashi ditng trén dong gach, ndi bang
giong ra 1énh. "Truwéc khi tdi quay lai phai tam sach cho con ché den kia,
chua xong sé khong dugc an trua."

"Bao ca com trva a, cdm on nhiéu nhé."

"La phan an chtra cho cau, du chi cé banh mi va qua khé théi."
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"Vay la da ro6i."

Shion vira chdi 16ng cho con ché den, vira cudi véi Inukashi. Ké tir khi
tron dén West Block, Shion bat dau mac chitng bung rong man tinh. Cau
khat khao c6 mot bita an gom nhiéu thit, cad va tritng dé nich day bung
minh, cau nh@ nhitng chiéc banh mi va banh kem ma me Karan lam. Nhung
mat khac, dé xoa diu con thém khat, cau vira chdy nwéc dai vira nhin cham
chdp vao canh rau vun va banh mi méc, nhitng thit ma khi con séng & No.6,
cau chang bao gio cho rang ddy la thitc an.

C6 cai dé an da tot lam roi.

O noi day, moi nguoi déu déi khat, chét dan chét mon trong con déi va
lanh 1€o. Shion ciing hiéu rang miéng banh mi ma Inukashi cho minh quy
bau nhw thé nao.

Shion nhin Ién trdi, vang dwong qué chéi chang. Anh ning nay ciing
soi roi téi No.6, du la cong vién noi cau tirng lam viéc, khu can hé cao cap
Kronos, khu chg tai Lost Town noi me dang sinh song, hay West Block
nay, tat ca déu tam minh dwéi cing mot anh mat troi. Thé ma s6 phan con
nguoi lai chénh 1éch va khac biét qua nhiéu.

Birc twong kim loai dac biét ngan cach phon hoa va nghéo khé, song
va chét, anh sang va béng to6i. Khi trong thanh phoé Thanh No.6 dang t6
chitc tiéc tung xa xi, cung thuwdng thitc cAc mén an ngon duwgc ché bién cau
ki thi & mot ngd ngach nao day tai West Block, nhitng ong gia ba 1o 4o
rach toi td dang chét dan chét mon vi doi khat. Khi bon tré ¢ No.6 dang ngu
say trén chiéc givong trong can phong thong minh véi hé thong quan 1i moi
treong hoan hdo thi ¢ tip 1éu don so tai West Block, lii tré phai co ric vao
v6oi nhau dé khoi chét rét. B4y chinh la hién thwc ma Shion nhin thay.
Nhitng thit c6 thé phan chia dong déu binh dang nhw anh nang that qua it
oi.
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"Lam viéc nghiém tuc di."
Inukashi quang cho Shion mot cau ro6i mat dang sau dong gach da.

Noi 16i vao von di c6 mét canh ctta go day gio day chi con lai ban lé
gi sét, gio vira thoi lién vang lén tiéng cot ket chéi tai. Inukashi men theo
cau thang leo 1én tang hai. Chang ro c6 phai la nét dac biét gi hay khong,
trong toa nha tirng la khach san nay cé mét géc duwgc xay rat kién c6. Du
vay, son trén twong gio ciing da bong tréc tirng mang, hanh lang, tran nha
déu c6 vo sb vét niit.

Kién trac ciing c6 sinh mang ctia nd. Ké ti giay phut bi bo roi, n6 bat
dau lang 1€ muc nat va chét di. Khach san da bién thanh khu do nat nay
khong oan han sy vo tinh cta loai ngwoi, cling khong than van s6 phan cta
ban than, chi lang lang guc ngd, réu ra, chg doi sy diét vong, don cho cai
chét dang cham rai dén gan.

Khi toa nha nay sup do hoan toan, bién thanh mot bai hoang tan, minh
phai lam sao day? Inukashi thi thoang van ty hoi nhw thé.

Ong gia nhit dwgc minh, cho minh uéng sita ché, day minh biét doc
biét viét da khong con nita. Vao mot ngay tuyét roi, ong nhan roéi nén da ra
ngoai, két qua la mot di khong trd lai.

Tuyét roi? Hinh nhw khong phai. C6 1€ la mot ngay sdm sét, hay la
mot budi sang véi nhitng con gioé kho hanh nhi? Tém lai la 6ng khong con
nita roi, ngay ca mot cau tir biét cling chang cé, ct thé béc hoi khoi nhan
gian.

Nho cé6 dan ché quay quan nén khong cdm thdy c6 don lam. Ké tu
ngay do, minh da song véi 1 cho tai noi nay. Khong di noi khac, cling
chang mang dén chuyén ctia ngudi dung.
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Chac Nezumi ciing thé. N6 c6 di dau chang nita cling chang thtra hoi
lo chuyén bao dong. Khong can biét gi hét, chi song 1é loi mdt minh théi.
Inukashi nghi vay, du chang c6 can c gi. Nhung chac khong sai dau. Khitu
giac cta Inukashi rat thinh, Nezumi luén boc mui c6 doc. Khi Inukashi vira
danh hoi thdy mui pha tap ctia ngwoi khac thi Shion xuat hién.

D6 1a mot tén 1ap di, rat khac ngwoi. Cau ta c6 mot mai dau trang xoa,
r6i vét seo mau dé nita. Du chwa nhin thdy hét nhung vét seo dé chac han
giong nhw con ran quan 14y toan than. Khong, néu chi néi vé vé bé ngoai,
nhitng tén lap di & day nhiéu vo ké. Biém khac biét ctia cau ta khong phai &
vé bé ngoai, ma la ndi tai. Cau ta n6i vi bon ngudi ¢ ha lwu nén khong dugc
lam ban con song, ngwdi ¢ thanh phé Thanh cling la con ngwdi gidng nhw
nguoi & day, con néi vé mon qua ki e nita. Cau ta néi vo cung nghiém tac,
khong giong nhv dang dua cot, tréu choc.

Quai la, quai la qua! Tai sao Nezumi lai chung song véi tén 1ap di nay
cha?

Inukashi di doc theo hanh lang, mé& canh ctta nam sat trong cung.
"Nezumi!"
Nezumi dang ngo6i chém ché trén ghé, chan gac 1én ban.

"May vao phong ngudi khac khong biét go civa hay sao? Khong ai day
may phép lich sy la gi a? That tinh!"

Inukashi dap manh vao doi chan dang gac trén ban. Nezumi cwoi khé
r6i méi bé chan xudng.

"Tao gb ctra r6i, con cho kia cho tao vao."
Con ché dom den ngai ngu & géc phong ngoeo dau ngodc mom ngap

mot cai.
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"Néu may dén dén Shion thi qua sém ré6i day. Vai kiéu lam viéc do
chac phéi dén chiéu mdi xong."

"Pon cau ta? Khong doi nao."

"Chang phéi cau ta dang c6 xich mich véi 'ké thu don' w? M6t minh
cau ta di vé c6 nguy hiém qua khong? Tao sé cho mdt con ché di theo cau

n

fa.
"Theé 1a dugc roi."

"'"Ké thu don' khéng bo cudc dé dang nhw vay dau. Cau ta lai n6i ban
bat thé kia, 1& nhw bi bat di, khong biét bon chiing sé lam gi nita."

Po6i mat xam cia Nezumi sang 1én, n6 nhéch mép mim cwdi, "'Ké thu
don' lam gi Shion ciing dau lién quan dén chiing ta? Sao vay Inukashi, than
thiét thé? Chang giong may chtt nao."

Inukashi tri'ng mat nhin Nezumi.

Khi Nezumi ditng trén san khau, mot trong so it 6i nhitng chon giai tri
& West Block, né c6 ban Iinh khién khan gia tinh nguyén hi sinh s6 lwong
thire va tién bac it 6i chi dé xem mot budi dién chang thé giip ho no bung.
No6i cach khac, n6 c6 mot gwong mat xinh dep va giong hat du duwong dé
ngudoi khac chiu bo tién ra, mot giong hat c6 thé giip linh hon roi xac thit
mot cach thanh than. Gwong mat vira giong nam lai vita giong nit, vira
giong nguwoi vira giong yéu tinh, nhw thanh than lai nhw quy dit, khién
nguwoi khac khoé 1ong nhin thau. Trong mot dém dién ngan ngui, khan gia c6
thé quén di phién mudn cia hom nay, wu sau cta ngay mai, chi viéc dam
chim trong tiéng hat do thoi. Cho du khi budc ra khéi canh cong thd so cua
nha hat thi ho da khong mot xu dinh tdi, nha con 1i con tho quay khéc vi
doi khat, trede mat la hién thyc vo vong dang cho don, moi ngwoi van té ra
say stwa hanh phiic, tim nam tum ba bién mat dan trong man dém.
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Pung la lira ddo. Mot tay lira ddo tai tinh.

Moi lan nhin thdy Nezumi, Inukashi déu rua tham trong bung. N6
giong nhuw may nguoi dep ran rét ltra gat, vét sach tai san cua bon dan ong
vay. Inukashi ciing tirng ném mui bi ltra mot cach dau dén.

Vi khong danh Iong nhin me chiu dung dau kho, minh goi Nezumi dén
dé gitp linh hon me dugc ra di thanh than. Biéu nay chang cé véan dé gi.
Giong hat caa Nezumi khong ché vao dau dugc, me sé dwgce giai thoat.

Nhung tredc do, khi ditng bén canh me dang hap héi dau ddén, tén
khon Nezumi da hét mot cai gia trén trdi, s6 tién ma minh c6 rung dui an
choi thoa thich ca thang cling chang hét. Néu la nhitng con cho6 khac, minh
sé tir chdi, ro6i cat c6 hong hay dap nat dau ctia nd, lam bat cit viéc gi co thé
giup né chét ngay. Nhung véi me thi minh khong thé ty ra tay dugc. Tén
chét tiét Nezumi biét tdbng nén da m@ miéng thét gia cao. Sau khi chon cat
me xong, minh va dan ch6 da phai lam viéc cat lwc, khong an khong uoéng
ba ngay lién.

Do lira ddo! Nam bat duwgc long nguwdi, gitp ho nhin thdy wéc mo
trong tich tac. C6 1€ no rat twoi dep, nhung lai la gia tao. U6c mo rdt cudc
cling chi la wéc mo, khong thé nao an no bung dugc.

Inukashi mé& khoa ta, lay ra chiéc tii duyng banh mi va qua kho,
"Khong phdi dén dén Shion, vay may tGi lam gi?"

"C6 thé moi tao an trwa dwgce khong? Bung tao déi meo roi."

"Pirng c6 dua. Tao lam gi c6 thitc an dé thét dai minh tinh. Nhung néu
c6 mot dong bac thi tdi c6 thé chuan bi cho ngai day banh mi, trai cay va
nwoc."

"Banh mi m6c meo, trai cdy kho citng va nwdc séng ma nhitng mot
dong bac, day la tiém chat chém a Inukashi?"
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"Ré chan so véi tiéng hat caa may."
Nezumi cwoi ha ha, "May thu dai nhi?"
"Di nhién."

"Sau d6é chang phai tao da hat thém may lan gitp ché cia may ma chi
14y gid hitu nghi thoi v?"

"Cho nén tao cang dién tiét hon, may lgi dung yéu diém cta nguoi
khac... Lic d6 may 1ay hét tién cta tao, bao hai tao suyt chit nita thi chét
doi."

"Lan sau xay ra tinh hudng nhu thé thi lai goi tao nhé, tao sé hat bai ca
vé thitc an dé tién biét may lan cudi."

"Cam on long tv bi cia may." Inukashi nhun vai, dén truéc mat
Nezumi, héi lai 1an nita. "Dén day c6 viéc gi?"

Nezumi van nga lung trén ghé, ném lén ban mot dong tién.
DPo6i mat Inukashi bong tro to.

"Pong vang u?"

"Vang that day, may c6 thé thi."

Inukashi cam dong vang 1ap lanh 1én r6i nhin hau hau.
"Um... 1a that."

"Tao c6 chuyén nho may." Nezumi n6i vdi giong déu déu.

"Cong viéc? Cong viéc dang gia mot dong tién vang u?"
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"Pay chi mai la dat coc, sau khi xong viéc, tao sé tra thém mot dong

ntra."
"That hao phong! Nhung ma tao tir ch6i." Inukashi ném tra dong tién
lén ban.

"Chuwa nghe ma da tir choi cong viéc dang gia hai dong tién vang a?"

"Chinh vi dé la cong viéc dang gia hai dong tién vang nén mdi tr choi.
Sdc cai mui ma tao chua ghét."

"Mui may chua ghét?"

"Chinh la mui nguy hiém. Miii ctia tao canh bao rang khong dugc dén
gan, sé mat mang. C6 cho nhiéu tién hon ma khong con mang dé hudng thi

c6 ich gi. Hudng chi cong viéc khién may ra gia hai dong tién vang chang
khac nao tho tay vao 0 ran, tao chwa muén chét."

"Song sot dé vé lay thu lao, cong viéc von la thé ma? Néu c mudn
tranh xa nguy hiém, thi may chang thé nao kiém ra tién dau."

"Con phai xem mitrc d6 nguy hiém dén dau, cong viéc may nhd vira
nguy hiém vtra rac r6i. Hai dong tién vang dy a? Néu khong phai la may,
tao sé vui vé chap nhan. Chét tiét! Sao c6 cam gidc minh da 16 von nang thé
nay!"

Nezumi ditng day, cat dong tién vao tui 4o, "Pang tiéc qua! Nhung tao
cling khong mién cudng."

"Plng trach tao, may thuc sy qua nguy hiém, tao chang mudén dinh
dang gi vdi may hét."

"Nhw nhau cé théi. Pugc roi, thé thi ching ta rach roi di. Tao sé khong
nhd may lam viéc gi nita, ngwoc lai, may c6 dau dén c& nao ciing dirng dén
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tim tao."

Nezumi vira quay lwng bwdc di thi Inukashi da tém 1ay tay no, hap tap
dén mitc suyt nga.

"Cho... cho da, Nezumi. C6 dau dén c@ nao cling dung tim may, la
nghia gi day?"

"Nghia den. Néu c6 mot ngay may giong nhw me may, khong thé chét
ngay dugc, dau don vat va thi cling chang lién quan gi tdi tao, cho du may
moi tao cting khong dén."

"May néi gi chit? Sao tao cé thé chét mot cach dau dén dugc... Véi
lai, tao nhé tudi hon may ma? Chac la vay."

Nezumi tr tir day tay Inukashi ra.

"Inukashi, & mot noi nhw thé nay, tudi tac cé ciling nhw khéng. Tao
nghi may ciing rat ro, khong thé lwong truwdc cai chét, né sé dén dot ngot.
Con nita, ¢ day c6 may nguwoi may man duwgc chét thanh than? Pa s6 déu
chét trong dau don giay vo, khong phdi thé u? Ngay mai, c6 thé may sé bi
ai d6 dam mot dao, c6 18 may sé bi khéi gach roi trung dau, c6 1€ vét
thirong nho nhé nay kia cia may sé nhiém tring r6i mwng mu thoi rita, cé
1& may sé 1am trong bénh. May dam qua quyét minh sé khong bao gio gap
phai nhitng tinh hudng dé ha? Inukashi, may ddm néi chi minh may sé
khong chét trong dau dén u?"

P6i mat xam nhin cham cham vao Inukashi. B6i mat twa nhw thwdc
vai 6ng anh tuyét dep, nhu ang may che khuat mat trdi, thap thoang vai tia
sang. Giong noi vang doi sau trong tai. Inukashi hit manh mot hoi, lui lai
vai budc.

Lira dao! Tat ca déu la doi tra. Tén nay mudn du minh sap bay.
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"Cho du may khéng chét dwgc, dau dén tét cung, cling chang lién
quan gi tGi tao, quyét dinh vay di."

Inukashi ng6i phich xudng ghé. N6 biét thé nao la cai chét, n6 da thay
qua nhiéu r6i. D6 khong phai thi gi tét dep, cho nén n6 mudn séng, cam
thdy chi can tim cach song tiép roi sé duwgc chét tét hon. Mac du do la hi
vong mong manh, nhung Inukashi van khat khao duwgce chét thanh than.

Chét tiét!
Inukashi nghién chat rang. Nezumi mot 1an nita né nu cwoi.

Pay la de doa. Tén nay biét minh s¢ hai nhitng gi, muén c6 tht gi, va
lay d6 dé de doa minh. Tt chéi yéu cau cua Nezumi thi don gian thoi, thé
nhuwng néu c6 mot ngay, khi minh gap canh xuwong c6t bi gy, noi tang ton
thuwong, kho long thoat khéi cai chét giong nhw me, néu khéng co6 thir gi
lam diu con dau dén, néu phai kéu gao van xin ngwoi khac mau giét minh
di, ctt thé cho dgi gidy phat than chét tdi... Chi nghi théi da thdy én lanh, va
ca mo hoi roi.

"Ngoi xuong!" Inukashi béi hoai néi. "Tao sé nghe thir xem."

Nezumi chia ban tay deo gang ra vuét ma Inukasbi, "Vay mé&i ngoan
chi."

"Bt dua di!" Inukashi tritng mat nhin Nezumi van dang cuwdi mim.
"Nezumi, tao noi tredc, dirng twdng chiéu nay lan nao ciing dung dugc!"

"Chiéu gi? Chang qua tao chi mu6n nhd may lam viéc théi. May néi
chuyén vai khach hang nhv thé hoi bat lich sy day, Inukashi?"

"Nam dwgc diém yéu ctia nguwoi khac réi de doa, bat ép ngwoi ta lam
cong viéc nguy hiém. Pay la chuyén binh thuwong ma mot khach hang nén
lam a? So vé&i may thi i ran trén trong 16ng choé con tét chan.”
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"C6 diém yéu dé bi ngwoi khac de doa thi do6 la 16i tai may, ding
khong? O noi ndy, bi nguoi khac ndm duge diém yéu 1a diéu nguy hiém
chét nguwoi, may hiéu rat rdo ma." Nezumi lai vo nhe vao ma Inukashi, nhe
nhang noéi, "May sg¢ chét. Hon ai hét may sg phai chiu dau dén trudc khi
chét, néu c6 thé thoat khdi n6, may tinh nguyén lam bat ci chuyén gi. Tao
biét diéu d6, dong thoi cling cé cach lam diu con dau dén cho may, ding
khong nao? Nhung tao khong téng tién may, birc ép may lam viéc, tao sé
tra tién, tao chi nhd va may thoi."

"Dt roi!"

Inukashi dap tay lén ban. Hai chd cin con dang n6 dua dudi gam ban
sg hai chay ra ngoai.

"May la thang lira dao, nguy bién, dién vién quén! May mau an phai
thuoc chuot roi chét di cho tao nho."

Inukashi thé hong hdoc, c6 hit thd sau.
"Bdt gian chuwa?" Nezumi hoi.

Giong diéu binh tinh, thdn nhién ctia Nezumi khién Inukashi cang gian
hon. Nhung titc gidn ciing chang ich lgi gi. Nezumi n6i ding, dé nguoi
khac nhin thay diém yéu cua minh la 16i tai ban than. B¢ la luat choi trén
manh dat nay.

Thé ra mot hoi, Inukashi lai ng6i xuéng, "May noéi di, tao chang c6
thoi gian dau, n6i ngan gon thoi."

Nezumi cling ngo6i xudng, trén moi da khong con nu cudi, "Tao can
thong tin."

"Tao cling nghi thé, khong 1€ may dén cho tao mua rau. R6i sao? Can
thong tin gi?"
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"Trai Cai tao."

Inukashi suyt nga khoi ghé, "Trai Cai tao! Trai Cai tao truc thudc Cuc
Tri an a?"

"Con cai trai nao khac u?"
"Thong tin cta Trai Cai tao... May can théng tin vé mat nao?"
"Gi cling dugc, bat ké 1a thong tin nhé nhat dén dau."

Nezumi mdc tit trong tii 4o ra mot con chudt trang, chi to bang ngon
cai cia ngudi 16n. Inukashi nheo mat lai.

"Chuot robot u? N6 con nho hon ca con may cho tao tredce kia."

Nezumi c@i b6 gang tay, an nhe vao dau con chudt. Phan lung né bat
mé& ban ra chum sang mau vang, trong dé hién 1én hinh anh.

"Day 1a?"

"Ki thuat chup anh bang tia laser. La mdy tai hién vat thé bang anh
sang."

"Cai nay tao biét, du day la lan dau tién thdy n6. Nhung tao dang hoi
hinh &nh co, né la gi? Ban vé thiét ké a?"

"Ban vé thiét ké n6i bo Trai Cai tao, ti€c la tw rat 1au roi. Két cdu cua
né chac khong thay doi gi, nhung hé thong quan ly thi han da duwgc cai
tién."

Inukashi c6 tinh nhiu may, té vé bdo Nezumi dirng cd néi dua.

"Sé khong tai nao thu thap dugc thong tin gi dau."

"Tai sao?"
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"Tai sao? Pirng héi cau ngu ngoc thé. May biét dé la noi nao khong?
Lam sao ma biét dwgc, ngay ca tao cling mu tit, chang ai biét dwgc hét, bdi
vi chwra c6 ai song sét ra khoi d6, khong phai, ngay ca xac chét con khong
lot ra dugc. Chi can dat chan vao tram kiém soat thi 1ap titc bi tiéu diét,
bién mat khoi thé gidi nay ma khong dé lai dau vét nao. D6 la mot noi nhw
thé. Co tin don..." Inukashi nu6t nwéc bot, khé run 1én.

"Tin don gi?"

"Duéi tang ham c6 10 thiéu cyc 16n, pham nhan déu bi ném vao day,
thiéu chay giong nhw dot rac vay. Tro bui sau dé sé khong dugc x Iy nhw
rac dé viet béd ma sé duwgce dong bao, bon cho dong rudong & South Block, trd
thanh phan bén. May xem di, chinh la cho nay."

Toan than bat giac lai run 1én lan nita, Inukashi chi vao phan duéi
cung cda so do phan chiéu trén mat ban, c6 vé la tang ham. Vi tri dy la mot
khodng trong, khong ghi chd, trong trai dén lanh 1€o.

"Khong co 10 thiéu gi dau." Nezumi nadi.

"Lam sao may chdc chan duwgc? May tirng thay réi a? Chwa thi dirng
cO noi bra..."

Inukashi n6i dugc nira chirng bén khung lai, nhin cham cham vao mat
Nezumi.

"May... biét u?"
Khong cé tiéng tra 16i.
"May biét dugc chuyén bén trong Trai Céi tao? Cai nay..."

Inukashi tho tay qua chum sang, siét chat nam tay. Hinh anh tr¢ nén
loan xa, méo mo.
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"May da ghi lai c4i nay? Day 14 tai liéu ndi b?"

"Inukashi, tao khong tra tién dé trd 10i nhitng cau héi ctia may. Nho
may c6 hét strc thu thap thong tin bén trong Trai Cai tao, ghi thém vao day.
Néu dugc, tao can thong tin chinh xac vé hé thong bao dong."

"May dua a! Hé thong quan ly Trai Cai tao la thong tin t6i mat day, tao
lan ra thé quai nao dugc?"

"Cho nén tao khong ép, may lam dwgc tGi dau thi lam. Thong tin gi
lién quan dén Trai Cai tao cling dwgc, may thu thdp nhanh gium tao. Cai
nay giao cho may trugce."

Nezumi tat nguon, ném maday chiéu hinh con chudt cho Inukashi.
Inukashi nhiu may, nhw thé vat dé la mét cai xac thoi rira vay.

"C6 thé dung con chudt may tang trwdc kia khong?"

"Khong, khong dung dwgc. Bén trong Trai Cai tao cé vo sb thiét bi
cam bién vat thé, bat ké kich thwdc nhé cd nao, chi can la mady moéc chwa
qua dang ki, mot khi bi phat hién sé cho né tung ngay."

"Thé c6 thé dung chudt that ma, chudt dé xam nhap hon ché nhiéu,
sinh vat nhé bi cdm bién phat hién sé khéng c6 van dé gi chi?"

"Khong duwgc, khong c6 cach nao khac ca. Bung noi la chudt, ngay ca
rudi, gian ciing sé bi tiéu diét ngay titc khac. Tém lai, noi d6 khong cho
phép ngoai vat xam nhap, cho du la mot con sau ciing khong dwgc. Tinh
hinh la thé day."

"Vay tao phdi lam sao dé 1én vao lay thong tin ti*t mdt noi dugc kiém
soat hoan toan bang may tinh ch&?"
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"May khong can lén vao. Qua that bén trong Trai Cai tao déu dugc
quan ly bang may tinh, nhwng nhitng choé lién quan dén con nguwdi ciling rat
nhiéu. Va lai, thong tin ro ri ra bén ngoai da phan do con nguwdi truyén
miéng, miéng luwdi con ngwoi la thit duy nhat may tinh khong kiém soat
dugc.”

Inukashi nhin vai. N6 biét Nezumi muon néi gi, néu dwgc lwa chon,
né cling chang muon biét.

"Khong sai, bat ké la may tinh hay robot, déu do con nguwoi diéu khién.
Nhiém vu canh gac cling do con nguwoi dam nhan, nhan viéen caa Cuc Tri an
va pham nhan ra vao déu la nguwdi. Nhuwng ngoai pham nhéan ra, chi co
nguwoi cia No.6 mdi c6 thé lui téi Trai Céi tao. Muon qua dwgc tram kiém
soat can thé ID, ma thé ID cta No.6 khong lam giad dugc. BDong nghia véi
viéc néu khong la pham nhan thi ngwdi dan West Block khong cach nao
dén gan trai, cling chang ai muén bén mang dén day ca. Cho nén, két luan
lai ching ta khong thé tiép xtc vdi ngudi cua Trai Cai tao hay cuw dan No.6,
dé la chuyén khong twdng. May biét rdo ma. Chung ta va ho séng trong hai
thé gidi hoan toan khac nhau."

"Inukashi."
"Gi?"
"May néi xong chwa?"

Inukashi cup mat xuoéng. N6 biét lam thé nay chang khac gi nhan thua,
nhung n6 khéng con sitc dé nhin vao doi mat xam kia nita. Du sao thang
bai cling da phan dinh ngay tt dau. Nezumi ding day, di dén bén Inukashi
dang cui dau, cat giong thi thao. Co6 1€ do giong nd khan khan va tram thap
nén nghe ra nhw giong néi quyén rii caa phu ni.

"May luon nhw vay, moi lan mudn che giau diéu gi la sé noéi rat nhiéu.
DPiém nay gitp tao nam bat dwgc tdm tw may. Pang sau cai lwdi lién thoang
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nhw 14 cay xao xac trong gi6 ctia may dang an giau diéu bi mat."

Pau ngon tay dang miét cam Inukashi cia Nezumi bat chgt chuyén
sang nam lay tai. Inukashi gidt ban, xtic cdm ém dju bén tai lap titc bién
thanh cam giac dau nhoi vi 10 tai bi véo manh.

"Pau qua! May lam gi vay?"
"Pung coi thuwong tao, Inukashi."
""Tao nao co."

"Plrng vo vit nita. May 1gi dung 1ii ché lam chuyén gi, tao biét rd mon
mot. Chinh vi biét nén mdi dén tim may."

Inukashi "chac" mét tiéng roi hat manh tay Nezumi ra. Nezumi khoai
tra cwoi ha ha.

"May sai lii ché van chuyén do, ding khong? Com thira va rac rudi
virt ra ti* Trai Cai tao, may gom hét vé West Block, cling phai dugc vai nam
r6i."

"Khong sai, thé thi da sao? Van chuyén do la mét trong nhitng cong
viéc cua tao. Loai nguoi tham thut nhw chudt khong co tw cach ndi ra noi
vao thi phai?"

"Trong Trai Céi tao c6 hé théng xi ly rdc hoan thién, tat ca moi thi
déu co6 thé xi ly tai cho, may vira bdo ngay ca xac chét con khong lot ra
ngoai dugc kia ma? Chi phai, ngay ca thi thé ngudi cling dugc xt 1y ndi bg,
nghia la dirng néi gi dén com thtra canh can, ma mot hat tiéu cling khong
thé lot lwdi. Thé nhwng may lai dinh ki nhan dwgc lwgng com thira chat nhw
nui tr Trai Cai tao roi ban lai cho tiém thyc pham & West Block, kiém chac
khong it, chac con 161 hon kinh doanh quan com."
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"May khong chiu dugc khi tao budon ban chg den? Bung lam nguoi
khac chét cudi chit. May tré thanh gian diép cta Cuc Tri an tr khi nao vay
ha Nezumi?"

"May moc khong biét buén ban chg den, cling khong thé van hanh trai
v6i chuwong trinh da cai dat san. Lam duwgc chuyén doé chi cé con ngudi thoi.
Bén trong Trai Cai tao c6 nguoi ban com thita cho may, dung khong?
Khéng chi c6 com thtta ma ca doé an, do dung ca nhan ctia pham nhan ciing
ban luén chir gi? Tém lai, may c6 thé tiép xtic vdi ngudi trong Trai Cai tao,
hady bat tay tham thinh thong tin tir day di."

Inukashi lac dau. Tén khon tredc mdt dang muén 16i minh vao moi
nguy hiém khé long twéng twong. N6 va cd mo héi hot.

"Sao c6 thé? Ké tiép xic vai tao thudc cap thap oi la thap, chi 1a nguoi
phu trach don vé sinh, lam viéc vGi bon robot xtr ly rac, khong tai nao biét
dwgc thong tin gi hét."

"Cho nén tao mdi nhd may. Nhan vién cdp cao chiu sy quan 1y nghiém
ngat sé khong hé rang ntra 10i vé chuyén co mat. Nhung néu chi la nhan
vién cap thap thi khong bi quéan ly chat ché dén thé. Va lai, néu la nguoi
don vé sinh, chang phai sé dugc di lai khap noi trong Trai Cai tao u? Co 18
trong tay ho c6 khong it thong tin, nhiém vu ctia may la ngti ra thong tin
ay. Miii may chang phai thinh nhw ch6 sao?"

Inukashi thé dai, thtt chong cy lan cudi, "Phéi cé tién, nhv vay méi
moi duge thong tin tr miéng bon ngwdi d6. Chuyén nay khoéng thé lam
duwgc vdi hai dong tién vang dau."

"Gio0 chi c6 thé théi." Chgt Nezumi ng6i xdm xudng, nhin cham cham
vao mat Inukashi. "Inukashi, xin hay gitp tao, nhd ca vao may day."

Nho? N6 noi nho... Nezumi dang nhd va minh u?
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"Chi can may nhan 10i lam viéc nay, vé sau khi may bi con dau dén
giay vo, tao nhat dinh sé dén bén may ngay lap titc. Bat ké may & noi nao,
tao chac chan sé hat cho linh hon may nghe. Tao hita."

"Loi hita cua chudt véi ché, lam sao ma tin duoc."

Khong dang tin. Ma khong, Nezumi nhat dinh sé git 16i hita. Truc
giac mach bao Inukashi nhw vay.

Bat ké minh chét nhw thé nao, chi can c6 dau dén, tén nay sé xuat
hién, dé linh hon minh dwoc thanh than. Du n6 1a mét tén khong o lai lich,
nhung nhat dinh sé git 10i.

Inukashi tin vao trirc gidc cia minh. N6 vuron tay, nam 1ay tui da.
"Tao nhan loi."
"Cam on."

Nezumi thd phao nhe nhom, trum tam vai bang siéu sgi, roi dwa ngén
tro 1én maoi.

"Tao nghi khong can nhac nhé may ciling tw biét, chuyén nay khong
duoc noi vai bat e ai.”

"U. Khong tiét 16 bat ¢t diéu gi vé cong viéc, day 1a nguyén tic bat di
bat dich. Tao sé nhanh chong thu thap théng tin r6i lién lac v6i may ma
khong dé bat ctt ai phat giac."

"Nho cé vao may day."
"Nezumi, tao muodn hdi mét chuyén..."

"Chuyén gi?"

https://thuviensach.vn



"Tai sao may phai lam chuyén nay?"

Im lang. Gwong mat Nezumi hoan toan v6 cam. Inukashi liém moi
dwdi r6i noi tiép.

"C6 nhiéu tién thé nay da dé song phé phdn mot khodng thdi gian. Tao
biét may la ngoi sao 16n & san khau kich, thu nhap khdm kha, nhwng day
van la mot moén tién 16n. May tra nhiéu tién nhw vay va de doa tao..."

"Tao khong de dga may, chi nhd va may lam viéc thoi."

"0, thi nho va. Tai sao may muén biét chuyén vé Trai Cai tao? Ly do
la gi?"

Nezumi khong tra 10i, chi hoi giat giat mot ben ma. Bo6 la dieu cuoi
gia tao chuyén dung trén san khau.

"Khong biét cling c6 thé tién hanh cong viéc dugc ma, Inukashi nhi?"

"Pung, nhung lam cong viéc nguy hiém thé nay ma chang biét 1y do la
gi thi c6 hoi khé day."

"Cho du biét dugc ly do thi cong viéc nguy hiém van cé nguy hiém."
Chac! Chi gidi lwvon leo. Khong néi lai tén nay.
"Biét ro6i, khong héi nita, may mau bién di."

Inukashi xua tay dudi khach. Ngwi thdy mui xa phong, trong dau
Inukashi xuat hién m6t khudén mat, khuén mat cau trai tré dinh day bot
dang tam choé, budt miéng hoi.

"Nezumi, chuyén nay khoéng lién quan gi dén Shion chi?"
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Chi trong mot khoanh khac, doi mat xdm khé dao dong. Inukashi nhan
ra ngay, lién khit khit miii. Cé van dé roi day.

"Shion?" Nezumi khé nhtin vai. "H6i Shion lam gi? Chang lién quan
dén cau ta."

"Vlra ndy may bao khong dwgc tiét 10 chuyén nay vdéi bat ¢t ai? K€ ca
Shion u?"

"Di nhién, khong can 16i thém ngudi vo can vao."

"Ai cha, than thiét nhi? Nhét cho tao mot déng viéc nguy hiém, nhung
lai khong muén 16i kéo Shion vao. Hbéa ra may la kiéu ngudi chi can song
chung mot nha la sé ndy sinh tinh cdm a? Ciu dm téc trang kia quan trong
dén thé sao?"

Nezumi vut bién mat. Ngay sau do, co thé Inukashi dinh sat 1én tuong,
c6 hong bi nam ngon tay ghi chat.

"Pirng huyén thuyén nita. May con tiép tuc an néi ham ho thi tao cho
may im lang vinh vién lu6n."
"Ct tht di, chiing n6 sé khong ngo6i yén ma nhin dau."

May con ch6 von nam ngh duwdi san nhom day, gam g de doa, vay
quanh Nezumi. Mdt trong s6 ching vira nhe rang, mot cai bong mau xam
nho xiu lién vot ra khéi géc phong.

Ang ang.

Con cho to nhe rang rén ri tham thiét, c6 mét con chudt nhat dang can
vao c6 nd. Cho 16n lac manh ¢6, mudn hat vang con chudt ra, nhung cang
trirdc bong khuyu xudng, nga lan dung, t chi co giat. Nhitng con ché khac
s hai lui lai.

https://thuviensach.vn



Inukashi ddy Nezumi ra, kéu 1én tham thiét gan nhuw cing lic véi con
cho.

"Cho, cho cuaa tao!"

Inukashi 6m cham lay con ché. Trén dau vong xudng giong ndi lanh
tanh.

"Néu khong mudn nhitng con ché khac chiu chung s6 phan thi bao
chung biét diéu chut di."

"Nezumi, do khon!"
Chit chit.

Co tiéng kéu nho xiu ctia chudt. Inukashi vira ngang dau lén lién that
kinh. N6 ddo mat nhin quanh can phong, khong khoi toat mo hoi lanh. Trén
ti, dwédi ban, naoi ctra, khap phong toan la chudt. Chiing ditng bat dong, nhin
né cham cham. P6i mat I chudt anh 1én sac do nguy hiém.

"Lui lai."

Inukashi ra 1énh cho bay ch6 bang giong khan dac. Chung 1ap tirc
vang 101, quay lai cho ban dau va nam xudng.

"N6 chwa chét dau, chi bi té liét mot lat thoi, sau hai ba mwoi pht sé
hoi phuc lai. N6 con thé ma, ding khong?"

Nezumi néi ding. Con ché van con thé du hoi gap gap. N6 toan dirng
day nhung khong du sttc, chi tru 1én tham thiét.

"May dam doi xtt vGi cho cuia tao nhu thé a?"

Inukashi vira siét chat nam dam, canh cita phong bong mé toang,
Shion hdc tdc x6ng vao.
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"Inukashi!"

Shion ditng ngdy nhu phéng, van chwa budng tay nim ctta. Anh mét
cau di chuyén ttr Inukashi dang 6m con ch6 sang Nezumi.

"Nezumi, sao cau lai ¢ day?"
"Con cau thi dang lam gi vay? Sao lai tw y bé d& cong viéc thé ha?"

"Vi t6i nghe thdy tiéng cho tru, ca tiéng ctia Inukashi nita, t6i twdng
xay ra chuyén gi... Inukashi, con ché lam sao vay?"

"Chi bi té liét thoi."

Nezumi trd 10i. Mot con chudt mau nau tu trén vai Nezumi phong
xuong san nha roi nhdy 1én ngwoi Shion.

"Hamlet, may cting dén a?"
"Hamlet? Cai quai gi thé?"
"Tén ctia n6 do, con nay rat thich nghe t6i doc Hamlet."

Mat Nezumi t6i sam lai, "Ptng c6 dat tén lung tung cho chudt cta

toi.

"Tai cau khong dat tén cho ching ma. Vi lai hinh nhw n6 thich lam
do! Phai khong, Hamlet?"

Con chu0t gat dau.

"Nuc cuoi! N6 la Hamlet, vay con con lai thi sao? La Othello hay
Macbeth?"

"Cravate."

https://thuviensach.vn



"Cravate? Trong Shakespeare c6 nhan vat nay u?"

"La tén mot loai banh chién, c6 mau y nhuw mau 16ng cta né. Tw dé
von c6 nghia la ca vat, con banh cravate thi lam bang bot mi c6 thém hanh
nhan, ndn thanh dang dai r6i dem chién, hinh dang né rat giong chiéc ca
vat."

"T6i hiéu roi, khong can gidi thich nita, chic cau dém nay mo thay
dwgc nhét day bung thi¢ ca vat d6. To6i phdi di day, néi chuyén vdi cau lam
toi dau dau qua."

"C6 thé la dau dau do day than kinh, bgi vi cau ci¥ néng ndy cau gat
su6t, ciing c6 thé do mét moi nita."

"La ai khién t6i phdi cau gat ha? Do chét tiét nha cau..."

Nhan ra Inukashi dang nhin minh, Nezumi khong noéi nita. N6 chinh
trang lai tdm vai siéu sgi r6i budc ra khoi phong ma khong n6i mot 10i.

Hamlet co miii vao ma Shion, kéu mot tiéng chit r6i chay theo cha,
nhitng con chudt dang 16 nho day phong ciing bién mat theo. Inukashi tha
hédt ra, ng6i bét xuéng san nha. Con ché nam trong long n6 khé rén ri.
Shion ng6i xuéng, kiém tra ti mi co thé chu ché.

"Hinh nhuw bj té liét do thu6c, nhing nhip tim van binh thwong, khong
nén mira. Chac khong cé van dé gi nghiém trong."

"That v? Cé khi nao sé chét khong?"

"DPtng lo, né chi bi té liét nhe thoi. Cho n6 udéng chiat nwdce sach sé tot
hon. To6i di 1ay nwéc."

Shion dung chiéc x6 xach nwéc ban ndy dé dung nuwdc, con ché uéng
mot hoi hét sach.

https://thuviensach.vn



"Cau xem, hinh nhu hét té r6i. Nhurng ma tai sao né lai bi nhw vay?"
"La Nezumi ra tay do."
"Nezumi? Ra tay véi ché u? Sao lai thé dwgc?"

"C6 gi ma khong dwgc? Chinh tén khon dé lam té liét ché cua toi.
Chuyén nhw thé d6i véi han ta ma néi chang cé gi la ghé gdm. Nezumi la
ké khong mang tinh nghia, vira gian xdo vira tan nhan, cau phai can than
ddy, dirng bi khuon mat xinh dep danh ltra, dirng twdng han ta diu dang nhw
me hién, coi chitng sau nay thiét thoi day."

"To6i khong thdy Nezumi giong me hién, nhwng cau ay la nguoi rat
tot."

Inukashi huo huo ngoén tré treée mat Shion, "6 ngdc! Cau bi ltra roi.
Chi c6 do ngdy tho bam sinh nhw cdu méi khong hé nhan ra bo mat that
lanh ling tan nhan cua han."

"Nezumi khong lanh ling tan nhan, cau dy cttu t6i may lan, néu khong
c6 cau ay toi da mat mang tw 1au roi."

"Nezumi ctru ngroi? Khong doi hoi bao dap u?"

"Khong doi héi bdo dap gi cd. Va lai cau dy gan nhw da 6m hét rac roi
vao minh. T6i khong nén ndi thé nay, nhung téi chac chan la ganh nang rat

16n cho cdu ay, béi t6i chang biét phai sinh ton ra sao & chén nay."

Inukashi bam moi, nhin Shion dang cham chu rita vét thwong cho con
cho.

Réc roi a? Qua la vay. Khong biét nghi ngo ai, cé thé than thién vGi

bat ct ai, ngwdi nhw thé ¢ lai day ding la moi hoa. Va dé sé la chiéc cong
tay cong chan nang trich. Con chuot kia chang can dén dap gi ma lai dé cuc
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no lap di nay song chung. Chang nhitng khéng dudi cau ta ra khéi hang ma
nguoc lai con bao vé cau ta.

Tai sao chi?

"Shion."

"Hu?"

"Binh thwdng cac cau cling néi chuyén giong nhu ban nay a?"
"Ha? O, gan nhu thé. Sao cau lai héi nhw vay?"

"Bdi vi chang giong Nezumi ti nao, han ta khong phdi 1a nguwdi hay
boc 16 cam xtdc nhu ban nay."

Shion nghiéng dau nhv mudén néi "Vay u?". Con ché liém liém mu
ban tay Shion, cdm on cau da chita vét thwong cho né. Inukashi khit miii r6i
cuoi khodi chi, n6 nghi minh da danh hoi thay mui gi do.

Shion c6 lién quan dén viéc tham thinh Trai Cai tao ban ndy. Vi ciu ta,
Nezumi dang tirng buwéc, titng buwdc di vao ving nguy hiém.

Khéng c6 chitng ¢, cling chang biét 1y do thwe sw, nhung chac chan
minh da nam dwgc diém yéu ctia Nezumi. Miii cia minh khong thé sai
duoc.

Nezumi kia, thang khd bam sinh quai g& nay chinh la diém yéu cta
may, tham chi c6 thé 1a m6t diém yéu chi mang khong chirng. Hé hé, néu
thue sy nhw thé thi vui r6i ddy. Ty may néi & noi day dé ngudi khac biét
duwgc diém yéu cia minh thi chang khac gi don chi mang. Hoan toan chinh
xac. Ttc la tao da nam dugce sgi day cltu mang ctia may. Tao phai tw ti tinh
sO v&i may mdi duoc.

"Toi doan..."
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Tiéng ctia Shion vong lai. Cau dang vuot ve con ché.

Co lé thudc da hét tac dung, né ditng bat day ve vay chiéc dudi.
"Hw? Cau bao sao?"

"Chac con ché nay la anh em ctia cau?"

"A... ding day. Me tdi dé n6 cudi cung, sau khi dé no, khong lau thi
me bi danh chét. Nhung ma, tai sao cau biét?"

"Um, truc gidc thdi. Toi cam thdy dbi mét cta né trong thong minh va
hién twr, giong hét nguwdi me ma cau ké."

Shion vuot ve c6 chi ché, né hip mat lai khe khé ha hoi, vé mat diém
dam, hoan toan khong giong con ché nhe nanh thi uy véi Nezumi ban nay.

"Shion, cau khong cuwoi."
"H&? Cuoi gi?"

"Chuyén ctia me t6i. Khi nghe t6i ké chuyén vé me, da s6 ngudi ta déu
cwoi, coi téi bi bénh than kinh, hodc cam thdy ghé tém, nhung cau lai noi
me t6i hién tir, nhan hau. Nghe chuyén vé me t6i, cau khéng cudi cot,
khong nghi t6i bi dién. Ngudi nghiém tic lang nghe t6i ké chuyén, chi cé

cau...

Inukashi bong khwng lai, nuét nwéc bot. Vi né bong nhan ra mot diéu,
cung luc do, trong thoang choc nhitng dao dong ap tdi, khién né khong thé
thot nén 10i.

Shion van ngo6i xom duédi san, ngwdc 1én nhin Inukashi, trong mat day
vé ngac nhién. Inukashi liém d6i moi kho khoc, tira nhw dang men theo sgi
day ki tc, tir ton noi tiép.
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"Chi c6 cau va... Nezumi."
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Ta la ké da tirng c6 tat thay roi mat hét. Gid da trd thanh ga dan 6ng vo
vong dén 10i noi cling chang thdy thanh am. Mo6i rang budc cudi cung cta
ta la em. Trong em, noi thong kho tot cing cda ta dang rén siét. Trén mat
dat kho can ctia ta em né bong hong sau chot.

- Hai muoi bai tho tinh va mot bai ca tuyét vong, Neruda

(Pablo Neruda (1904-1973) la but danh cia nha tho Neftali Ricardo
Reyes y Basoalto nguoi Chile, ong doat giai Nobel Van hoc nam 1971. Tap
tho Hai muoi bai tho tinh va mot bai tho tuyét vong dwgc xudt ban khi 6ng
hai mwoi tudi, la tap tho ban chay nhat tai Chile)

Chi rat ghét nguoi gia. Trong thap tudi cua No.6, s6 nguwdi dwdi bon
muoi chiém ti 16 4p déo, day la mot thanh pho tré. Ciing chinh vi vay,
nhitng nguwoi gia lai vang trén duong pho trd nén noi bat.

Minh khéng mudn gia di.

Lai m6t ba gia téc bac pho, ning ninh m& thira, thém mdt 6ng gia gay
tong teo, da mat nhan nham, thyc sy qué da roi!

Chi la y ta trong Bénh vién Trung wong Thanh phé truc thuoc Cuc
Dich té, hién dang phu trach phong bénh nguwdi cao tu6i. Cho nén, du
khong mu6n nhwng chi van phai tiép xic véi ngudi gia hang ngay.

Tai sao moi ngwoi da trd thanh nhu thé ma con mudn song tiép nhi?
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Chi vudt ve mai téc nau dang ty hao ctia minh.

Minh khong thé chiu duwgc khi téc minh bac trang, mat minh xuat hién
nép nhan hay doéi moi, tha chét trwdc khi trg thanh nhw thé con hon. Chi
that long nghi vay.

Hé thong diéu dutng cia No.6 rat hoan thién, nhitng thanh pho khac
khong thé nao sanh bang. Khi ngwoi gia dén do tudi nhat dinh, néu nhan
duwgc thong bao cta chinh quyén thi bat ké dia vi xa hoi, gidi tinh hay gia
canh thé nao, ho déu c6 quyén vao & trong "Ngbi nha hoang hon".

"Ng6i nha hoang hon" la co s& do chinh quyén 13p nén, nham dam bao
cudc song nhitng nam cudi doi cta nguwdi gia duwgc no da va hanh phuc.
Noi do6 lap & nhitng trang thiét bi y t€ t6i tan hoan thién, tham chi c6 thé
x6a sach moi cdm xuc gay hai cho sttc khoe nhw dau dén, phién mudn, do
ndo. BG6i v6i nguwoi gia ma néi, noi dé giong nhu thién duong vay. "Ngoi
nha hoang hon" cling tryc thude chinh quyén thanh ph. Moi tuan déu cé
nguwoi gia dugc dua tir bénh vién noi chi lam viéc dén "Ng6i nha hoang
hén". Chinh quyén khong céng bé do tudi va diéu kién duge dwa vao "Ngoi
nha hoang hén". Cé nhitng nguwdi gia da chét vi bénh tat hodc tai nan truéc
khi dwgc vao do, du chi 1a s6 it nhung khong phaéi 1a khong cé. Chinh vi
vay, khi dwoc vao & trong "Ngoi nha hoang hén", nhitng nguwdi gia déu vui
mung ra mat.

Ba gia hém qua vira nhan thong bao sé dugc chuyén dén "Ngobi nha
hoang hon" cling thé. Ba mac can bénh nan y ma ngay cd nén y hoc tién
tién ctua No.6 cling khong chita tri nai.

"Tot qua, vay la con sé dwgc song not quang doi con lai trong hanh
phiic. Cam ta long tr bi cia Thugng dé va chinh quyén."

Ba ldo tén tho Thwong dé chap tay trwdc nguc, vira roi khéi phong
vira lam nham ta on.
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Chi khong biét "Ngo6i nha hoang hén" & dau, chinh quyén khéng cong
khai dia chi. Bang nao chi cling chang thich thi gi mot noi nhu "Ngo6i nha
hoang hon". Chi ghét ngudi gia. Noi chan ghét do6 thyce ra cling dén tr noi
sg 1do hoa. Chi tré trung xinh dep, chi muon tré dep cad doi. Do tinh chat
cong viéc nén chi tirng nhiéu lan nghe noéi dén cac hang muc nghién cttu y
hoc hién nay, trong d6 nghién cttu vé ciu tao sw séng dwgc quan tam nhat,
chinh quyén da doc rat nhiéu von vao viéc nghién cttu phan ti 1ao hoa.

Néu viéc nghién cttu thudc ngan ngtra 1o hoéa c6 tién trién, néu c6 thé
khong gia di, mai duy tri bo dang hién tai thi t6t biét may! Hi vong nghién
cttu sé nhanh chong thanh cong.

Sap dén ga r6i. Cach cho nay hai tram xe c6 mot ng6i nha nhé, cha me
dang cho chi & nha. Hai 6ng ba vira buéc vao tudi xé chiéu, déu hay cam
ram, cau ban lai si dién. Cho dén bay gi¢ ho van con than van chuyén co6
con gai duy nhat chang c6 phuong dién nao dwgc chinh quyén thanh pho
cong nhan la wu ta nhat.

Chi khong muén gia di nhw thé. Chi ditng trwdc quay kinh ngam nhin
minh.

Vi mdi vira xudng tram nén trong hoi phd phac. Nhwng minh dep lam.
Téc tai da dé déu tuoi tré.

Chi dinh bung mua sam vai thi¢ r6i mdi vé nha. Trong quay kinh trung
bay nhitng chiéc dam 16ng lay, nhitng doi giay cao cdp, nhitng chiéc quan
chat lwgng t6t. Trong thanh ph6é nay mudn mua thi gi cling c6, di nhién
dang néi vé nhitng tht minh du tién mua. Ngoai trt* mot bo phan nguoi
song chat vat & Lost Town, cu dan thanh pho chi can khéng ham hé nhitng
mon hang cao cap nhat thi van mua dugc phan 16n vat pham, bat ké la quan
o, thitc an, hay noi ¢. Tuy cudc song kha gia nhw vay con kém cuw dan &
Kronos, nhung da tot hon rat nhiéu so véi ngudi ¢ Lost Town.
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Chi théa man véi diéu kién ctia ban than. Tré tudi, xinh dep lai kha
gid, chi mudn hwéng thu cudc song nhiéu hon nita. Chi dirng chan, ngam
nghia mot doi giay trong quay kinh, do6 la doi giay btip bé mau hong nhat.
Mdi chém dong thoi ma cira hang da bat dau trung bay quan 4o mua xuan
roi. Boi giay mau hong nhat c@ nhv dang phat sang, cam do giuc gia chi
phai nhanh tay hon bat ki ai. Tién vé phia trdc, mau tién vé phia truGc.

Tuan sau la Lé Thanh, ngay ki niém thanh Iap thanh ph6. Khap noi sé
tung birng t6 chite tiéc tung va cac hoat dong an mirng. Chi cling dv dinh sé
tham du hai buodi tiéc.

Vay mua do6i giay nay di, dam cling chon mau hong dé phéi véi doi
giay. Nhat dinh sé hgp vGi minh lam.

Nu cudi hai long con chwa tat trén moi, chi bong thay choang vang.
Sau con choang nhe, dang gdy néng ran lén.

Chuyén gi vay? Mét qua. Co thé nang triu. Chan bun ran. Buén n6n

r

qua.
Phai tim noi nao dé nghi ngoi mai dugc.

Chi men theo 16i di gitta hai ctra hang. Qua khdi cho nay chac sé cé
tram y té. Chi can di dén do...

C06 minh néng qud, duwéi 16p da hinh nhw c6 gi d6 dang ngo ngudy.
Toan than khé chiu, ¢ nhw dang kho héo dan, cam giac rat la.

bay la... sao vay...?

Chi loang choang r6i té nga. Tui xach bat tung, d6 vat bén trong lan
16c trén mdt dwong. Nhin thdy canh tay minh khi toan vion ra nhat lai do
dac, chi thét 1én tham thiét.
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Trén tay hién 1én nhiéu n6t ban den, hét nhw not déi moi cia nguoi
gia. Lan da t6i sam di trong thay, bat dau niit né.

Khoéng thé nao! Chuyén gi... thé nay?

Chi 1ay guwong ra soi, lai ra 1én 1an nita. Thé nhung lan nay giong chi
khan dac, gan nhu khong phat ra am thanh.

Mat... mat cua minh...

Chi chi biét bang hoang nhin khuén mat mgi vira ndy con twoi tré xinh
dep gio da thay d6i mot cach chéng vanh. Nép nhan xuat hién, doi moéi noi
1én, toc rung.

Bén dudi c6 cé cai gi dé dang nhtic nhich, trong co thé minh cé sinh
vat la.

Chi roi vao khing hoang. Chi hiéu rang co thé minh sap bi mot vat ki
sinh chiém doat.

Khong, cttu véi. Me oi, cha i, citu con.

Trwdc mat chi hién 1én gwong mat ctia cha me.

Me oi, cha oi...

Chi vdi tay cau cttu trong v6 vong, va roi chi ngdt lim di.

Karan ngoi trén bang ghé dai, chang nhé noi day la lan thit mady minh
tha dai trong hom nay.
Than thd la v6 ich. Cho du c6 khéc loc, la hét ciing chang thay doi

dwgc gi. Vay thi it ra phai manh mé 1én mét chat. Ngang cao dau wdn nguc
1én, song tiép mot cach quang minh 16i lac.
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Méi vira nghi thé Karan da lai thé dai.
Minh chang lam duwgc gi ca, hoan toan bat Iyc tredc moi viéc...

Karan m& long ban tay dit trén dau géi ra. Anh ndng diu diu cia mua
dong roi vao long ban tay trang tréo. Ba lai muon thé dai roi.

Tiém banh mi Karan mé& tai mot géc phé Lost Town hdm nay nghi
ban, ba da di loanh quanh hét nita ngay. Von dinh dén tham nha cua hai ba
chau Safu nén Karan di vé phia Kronos.

Nguoi dan No.6 chi can c6 mét phwong dién nao d6 dwgc chinh quyén
liét vao hang wu td bac nhat thi bat ké gidi tinh, tudi tac, xuat than, ho va
cac thanh vién trong gia dinh sé dwgc dén song tai Kronos. Chinh quyén sé
sap xép cho ho mot can nha phu hop nhét, cuing méi truedng tot nhat dé phat
trién nang lwc ctia minh.

Trong dot kiém tra sitc khée nam hai tudi, con trai Shion ctia Karan
dwgc xac nhan cé chi s6 thong minh thudc hang cao nhat, vi vay Karan
cling dugc dén Kronos sinh séng, cé can ho tién nghi va duwgc dam bao ca
doi. Con trai la nhan tai dugc chon loc, mot ngay nho do sé tré thanh can
bd nong cot cia No.6. Nho con trai ma Karan cling dugc nguwdi nguoi
nguong mo.

Moi ngudi ngudng mo cudc song tién nghi, khong can lo nghi cho
ngay mai, chang hé dinh dang t6i doéi khat va bao lwc, mot cudc song ma
moi trong trong nha, an toan, vé sinh va tinh trang sitc khée déu dugc
quan ly.

Karan cham rai siét cac ngén tay lai. Lic con & Kronos, da ngon tay
mém mai va min mang, thé nhung sau khi chuyén xuéng Lost Town, vi ly
do cong viéc nén da dé bat dau trd nén san sui, kho rap, cé khi con tita mau.
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Cho du nhu vay, treéc khi mat Shion, minh con hanh phic hon lic &
Kronos, hanh phiic hon tram nghin lan.

Karan khong thé thich nghi v&i cudc song ma moi thit déu bi quan ly,
kiém tra. Dan da ba thay lo sg, chang biét tinh than minh c6 chiu néi canh
song quan thic nay khong. Cho nén, khi Shion lam trai 1énh cdm, chita
chap t6i pham dao tau, Karan khong hé kinh ngac, cling chang than trach,
ngugc lai cdm thay dugce gidi thoat, tham chi vui mirng.

Tat nhién, Karan hiéu ro viéc dé khién hai me con bi dudi khaéi
Kronos, bi twéc hét moi dac quyén dac loi.

Pong thoi, twong lai hita hen xan lan danh cho nhan tai tinh hoa cta
Shion ciing tan thanh may khéi. Mac du vay, Karan van thdy han hoan.

Karan khong trdch mang, ma con muoén khen nggi hanh dong ngoc
nghéch ctia di¥a con trai thong minh lanh lgi. Shion da tit bé cudc séng 6n
dinh & Kronos khong chit do dv, quyét dinh bdo vé mot nguwdi lan tron
trong phong minh vao dém muwa gié bao bung. Mot viéc lam ngu xuan.
Nhung khong hé sai lam. Shion cling chang thay tiép tuc séng & Kronos cé
y nghia gi, vi thé c6 thé budng bé mot cach dé dang. Tt bé nhitng thi
khong con y nghia, chuyén dé hoan toan ding dan.

"Me 01, con xin 16i."

Bubi t6i dau tién khi don xudng Lost Town, Shion khi 4y mudi hai
tudi da cui dau buodn ba xin 16i me.

"Xin 16i? Tai sao?"
"Vi me... sau nay phai lam lung vat va."

Shion da che gidu va giup do td6i pham VC tron thoat. Chinh quyén
suy xét dén tudi tdc cua Shion nén chi dudi hai me con ra khoi Kronos,
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dong thoi cam ho sinh s6ng & bat cit noi nao khac ngoai Lost Town, khu
dan cu nghéo nan nhat thanh ph6. Chi trong mét dém, hai me con roi tw
thién dwong xudng dia nguc, con phdi nghi xem ngay mai c6 gi dé an
khong.

"Con xin 16i."

Chiéc cam gay nhé trén khuén mat non nét run lén. Karan dang tay
om lay d6i vai ctia con.

"Con trai ngoc, khong can xin 16i ngwoi 16n vi may chuyén thé nay."
"Nhuwng ma..."

"Con la ngwoi giam ho ctia me day a? Nguwoc roi day nhé. Me manh
mé hon con twdng nhiéu. Chac con khong biét dau nhi?"

"Vang."

"Hay chd do, me sé cho con biét me manh mé cd nao, dirng giat minh

"

day.
Shion bat cudi trong long me.
Pa bao nam khong 6m con vao long thé nay ro6i?

Luc bay gio, trong can phong tirng la kho chita vat liéu xay dung vira
tam t6i vira am thap, Karan khong thdy tuyét vong, cling chang bi thuong,
chi c6 niém vui khi duge 6m con trai vao long. Cam gidc thoa man nay, chi
ngwoi lam me mdi hiéu.

"Nguoi dé thé nao ha con?"

"Gi a?u
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"Nguwdi ma con che gidu dy. Cau ta la ngudi nhuw thé nao? Me hoi to
mo, nhung c6 1€ con khong muén ké véi me dau nhi?"

Shion voi 1ui ra khoi vong tay me. Cau can chat moi dwéi, mat trng do,
khién Karan phai bat cudi.

"Con di ngu day a."

Van giit nguyén vé mat, Shion hap tap chay vao phong trong. Karan
mim cwdi cho dén khi canh ctra kh6 dong mé do sap lai.

R6t cudc la dia tré nhu thé nao nhi? Ngwoi khién Shion tit bo Kronos,
la dita tré nhu thé nao? Diém gi ¢ cau ta da hdp dan con minh? Cau ta c6
suc hut gi?

Mac du minh mudén biét, nhung chac Shion sé khong néi dau. Trong
qua trinh trwedng thanh, moi dita tré sé hoc cach gidu kin suy nghi, déu
muon 6m 4p riéng mot bi mat cho minh. Pita tré nao roi ciing sé trd thanh
ngwoi 1én. Co6 1é minh khong thé 6m con mdt cach ty nhién nhw ban nay
nira.

Chim non du l6ng dt canh sé roi khoi t6. Mot ngay kia, Shion sé roi
xa minh.

Karan sém da chuan bi tinh than.

Do6i véi mot ngwdi me, nhin thdy con minh cat canh bay cao co6 Ié
cling 1a mot niém hanh phtic. Cho nén, bat dau tir ngay mai phai c¢6 gang
lam viéc thoi.

Nhu da quyét tam, trong vong bon nam & Lost Town, Karan doc stc
lam lung. Bat dau tt viéc dem banh mi nwéng xong di rao ban khap noi, roi
stta sang mot goc chdo & dé mad tiém, tw tir tang thém nhiéu loai banh.
Nhitng chiéc banh mi va banh ngot gia phai chang lai ngon miéng nén rat
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duwgc wa chudng tai Lost Town, mot noi von hiém hoi mat hang xa xi. Tiém
banh lam an ngay cang kham kha, du dé lo liéu cudc séng ctia hai me con.

Bon tré cam tién 1é chay hut hoi t6i mua banh muffin, ngudi cong
nhan I6n tudi dén mua banh kem lam qua cho chau, ciing c6 nhitng khach
vi muon mua duwgc banh mi méi ra 10 ma dén tir sang sGm.

Khéng phai ba hoa hay tw an i, Karan thyc sy hai long v6i cudc song
& Lost Town, ching may may quyén luyén Kronos. O noi ndy phai lam
viéc, kiém an hdng ngay, moi thit trong cudc séng déu do chinh minh tao
ra, Karan khéng cau mong gi hon thé.

Karan thyc sy cdm thdy minh rat hanh phic. Cho dén ngay hom dé...
Shion dot nhién bién mat.

Budi sang cung ngay, cau dén van phong quan ly cong vién lam viéc
ro6i mot di khong trd lai. D6 khong phai cudc chia ly ma mdt ngudi me co
thé chdp nhan dwgc. N6 dot ngdt va tan nhan. Karan bong nhan ra, muén
nhin thdy con minh cat canh bay cao la mot mo wéc ngdy tho dén nhudong
nao.

Shion bi bat véi tdi danh nghiém trong va bi dwa vao Trai Cai tao. Khi
nhan vién Cuc Tri an bao tin cho Karan, ba méi hiéu thé nao la tuyét vong.
Ba bi cuén vao man dém tam t6i, bong dém dan gam nham co thé, lam té
liét chan tay. Khi ay, Karan thdy cai chét that hap dan.

Nezumi da mang dén hi vong sdng cho Karan. Nezumi cho ba biét
Shion con song va dang & West Block. Khi cam mau thw ctia con trai trong
tay, Karan thdy n6 dang téa sang ruc rd trong bong dém tuyét vong.

Me, con xin 16i. Con van con song.
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Chi vén ven vai chit viét voi va da thap sang ca béong t6i, trd thanh 10i
dong vién gitip Karan manh mé song tiép.

Karan tiép tuc m@ ctra tiém, nwéng nhitng mé banh thom lirng. Truwéc
khi Shion quay vé, du dau dén c& nao ciing phai can rang chd doi ¢ day.
Chinh Nezumi da mang dén sitc manh d6. Tuy doi khi van bén chon tdi
mirc muodn hét toang 1én, nhung cudc song cua Karan cling tir tir 6n dinh
lai. Chinh lic nay, Safu xuat hién.

Safu ciling giong, nhw Shion, 1a nhan tai dwgc xac nhan cé chi s6 thong
minh thudc hang cao nhat. B6i mat c6 bé sang ngdi, ludon nhin thang vé
phia tre6c nén dé lai 4n twgng sau sac cho nguwdi khac. Safu tuy khong gidi
an no6i nhung cé y chi manh mé. Co bé tam sy vdi Karan vé tinh cdm danh
cho Shion, va kién quyét mudn dén West Block.

"Chau khong quan tdm, cho du khong thé quay tré vé, chau ciing
khong hoi han. Néu Shion dang & West Block, chau cling dén West Block."

"Chau mudn gdp cau 4y, rdt muén gap cau ay."
"Chdu... yéu cau ay. That long, Iic nao chau ciing yéu cau ay."

Nhitng 1oi Safu noéi trong con nghen ngao nghe that ngay tho va au tri,
nhung lai khién Karan cdm dong vo cung. Chi cé diéu du cdm dong cach
mdy di chang nita, ba ciing khong thé dé Safu dén West Block. La me cta
Shion, la mot nguwdi 16n, ba nhat dinh phai ngan can Safu.

Thé nhung, khi chay theo Safu, Karan lai nhin thay canh twgng co bé
bi nhan vién Cuc Trj an bat di, tinh dén nay da ba ngay roi.

"Safu..."

Luc bat tong tam, Karan lai thé dai. Hoan toan khong biét phai lam gi.
Ba chi lam dwgc mot viéc duy nhat la dwa mot manh gidy bao tin cho con
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chuot lién lac.

Nezumi sé cttu Safu nhu tirng cttu Shion chit? Nhung mot khi bi dwa
vao Trai Cai tao thi khé long giai thoat dwgc. Néu nhw Shion biét chuyén
nay roi chay tdi Trai Cai tao cttu Safu, n6i khong chirng thang bé sé bi giét.
C6 1é minh da qua nong no6i... Nezumi khong thé nao mao hiém di cttu
Safu, mot nguwdi chang can hé gi v&i minh...

Tram moi nghin mai réi nhu to vo, tay ba run 1én ban bat.

Ba ngay nay, Karan an khong ngon ngu khong yén, thé xac va tinh
than déu kiét qué. Thé nhung ba van tim dwong dén noi & cii caa Safu.

Khu dan cw cao cap Kronos yén tinh va rgp béng cdy xanh, c6 hé
thong an ninh chat ché, bénh vién, khu giai tri, mua sam... tdt ca co s& ha
tang déu hoan thién, cw dan chi can c6 mét chiéc thé ID la cé thé tw do st
dung moi dich vu trong thanh phé. Nam trong thanh phé Thanh No.6,
Kronos la mot noi dac biét, la méi tredng séng tuyét voi nhat ma con nguoi
c6 thé twdng twong ra. Vai nam trudc, Karan ciling la cw dan & day, nhung
gio ba khong dvgc phép bén mang tdi Kronos nita. Ban nay ba vwa dat
chan 1én con dwong lat da dan thang tdi Kronos, canh cita ctia tram kiém
soat da ty dong déng sam lai.

"Thanh that xin 16i. Vi ly do an ninh, nghiém cdm moi thanh phan
khong phai cuv dan Kronos ra vao noi nay. Xin hdy tuan thu quy dinh.
Nhitng ai vigt qua tram kiém soat nay ma khong c6 gidy phép ra vao khu
dan cu dac biét do chinh quyén cap phat sé bi tritng phat hodc truc xuat, can
ctt theo diéu thit 203 trang 42 ctia Bo Luat thanh phé. Xin nhac lai, vi 1y do
an ninh..."

Giong nit nhe nhang vang lén. Chiéc camera gan phia trén tram kiém
soat mau trang dang ghi lai bong dang than thd cia Karan. Néu tiép tuc
ditng yén tai cho, giong noéi diu dang kia sé bién thanh tiéng bao dong,
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ngwoi cia Cuc Tri an ciling sé ap t6i ngay. Karan danh nghién rang, quay
lung vé lai duwong cii.

Gio day, Karan dang ng6i tai mot goc cong vién rirng cdy, trén bang
ghé dai duwdi mot goc cdy to da trui 14. Ba ngoi dé ngan ngo nhin vao ban
tay minh.

"Shion... Safu..."

Sao minh lai vd dung nhw vay? Pa may chuc tudi roi, that khong xing
lam me, khong xitng la ngwdi 16n, chang citu gitip noi hai dita tré dang gap
nguy khon. Minh s6ng ngan nay tudi dé lam gi cha...

Karan ngang dau lén. C6 mot cam xtc khac ngoai noi bat an nén néng
xet qua tam tri ba. Trong nhitng nam thang No.6 trd thanh do thi doc lap va
tirng buwdc phat trién, Karan déu cé6 mat véi tv cach cw dan ndi thanh. Sau
thanh pho ly twéng trén thé gidi dwoc xay dung trén co sé rit kinh nghiém
tir vO sd sai 1am cuia loai nguoi. O d6 c6 méi trwdng sinh séng khong chién
tranh, nan doi, dwgc hwang hoa binh va ty do. Loai nguoi twr khi sinh ra cho
dén lic chét di c6 thé song cudc song hanh phic va binh yén... Vén di phai
nhu thé. Du chua tirng suy nghi sau xa vé van dé nay nhung Karan tin chac
rang xung quanh cting chang ai nghi ngd gi. Moi nguoi déu cho rang chi
can @ trong No.6 thi sé dugc ddm bao mot cudc doi sung tuc.

Nén nghi nhw thé... Nhu thé... Bi 4p dat suy nghi nhw thé.
Karan siét ehdt tay, rang can manh vao moi.
Tat ca déu la gia doi. Moi thit déu la do anh ca.

Karan rén ri trong cam lang. Mac du da vao dong nhung ba van toat
mo hoi.
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Vi thé 1D dugc phan chia dang cap nghiém ngdt, nén khong thé tw do
di lai trong thanh pho. Ho bat con nguwdi ta nhung lai khong cho phép
khang nghi, thdm chi khong thé biét duwgc tinh hinh cta cw dan bi bat di.
Thé thi tv do & chd nao? Cudc song 6n dinh, an ninh va sung tic & dau ra?
Chang noi nao c6 th do ca.

Néu thyc sy nhw vay, ching ta rot cudc da lam gi trong qua khit? Tai
sao lai tao ra thanh pho nhw thé nay? Chung ta... chiing ta da sai lam & dau
16i?

"Chau oi..."
Bong nghe c6 ngudi goi, Karan giat minh, tinh téo lai.
"Xin 16i, bac lam chau giat minh a?"

Mot ba lao la méat doi chi€c mii nhé mau xanh nhat dang mim cwoi
dirng tredc mat Karan.

"A, khong c6. Xin 18i, chdu dang mai nghi... c6 chuyén gi khong a?"
"Bac ngoi canh chau dwgc khong?"
"Vang, moi bac ngoi."

Ba lao mim cuwdi, ngdi xudng canh Karan, "Thoi tiét hom nay, rat dep,
rat dé chiju."

"Vang a..."

Lam gi con long da nao quan tam tGi thoi tiét. May ngay nay sac troi,
tiéng gid thodng, cay coi thay doi nhu thé nao Karan cling khong mang dén.

"Bac bong dung bat chuyén, chac chau thay bat lich sy lam phai
khong?"
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"Khong phai dau a, chau chi giat minh thoi, vi chau dang suy nghi vai
chuyén, cho nén khong dé y."

Ba lao day gong kinh mat tron, nét mat nghiém lai, "Bac goi chau la vi
thé nay."

HDa?ll

Ba ldo chia ban tay deo nhan bac ra nam ldy Karan, "Mong chau dirng
trach, bac biét minh nhiéu chuyén nhung tréng chau c6 vé nang triu tam su,
bac khong thé bé mac chau dwoc."

Tay nguwdi phu nit nam gon trong tay ba lao. Karan am w roi hoi.
"Cho nén bac ghé vao bat chuyén véi chau u?"

"Pung thé. Mot budi chiéu thoi tiét 1y twang va dé chiu thé nay lai c6
nguwoi mat i may chau ngéi mot minh cidi dau than thd, bac khong kim 1ong
dugce, phai dén gan xem thit." Ban tay ba ldo van con rat khoe, ba nhe
nhang nam lay tay Karan. "Con tré dep nhu chau sao lai c6 nét mat nhw
thé? Cé phdi chau gap chuyén gi buén khong?"

Anh mit sau cip kinh that hién tir va diu dang. Trén dau hai ngudi,
cay dé gai nhe nhang du dwa trong gio.

"Cam on bac, chau chi hoi buén phién..."
"Bac hiéu, bac ciing tirng kho s& vi ¢6 néi buon phién."

Ba ldo du da c6 tubi nhung gwong mat hay con lwu lai dwong nét thoi
xuan sac. Karan bong thay tim dap thinh thich.

Ngoai minh ra con c6 ngwoi khac thay buon phién u? Cé ngudi khac
thdy dau kho u? Cé ngudi khac nhan thdy thanh pho nay mau thuan u?
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"MOot chuyén that dau long, tir may chuc nam truwdc roi, con trai cda
bac chét vi bénh."

"Oi, cau nha mat vi bénh a?"

"Puing vay, khi dé con trai bac m@i ba tu6i. Con nhé khi con mat, bac
nhin thdy chiéc quan tai bé xiu ma khong cam dwgc nwdc mat. No6i long cta
mot nguwdi me mat con, chau c6 hiéu duge khong?"

Kho khan 1am Karan méi ngan minh khéi gat dau.
Shion van con song, minh chwa bi mat con.

"Chau khong hiéu dugce noi long cua bac, nhung chac bac da dau dén
lam?"

"Di nhién r6i, khong thé nao dién ta bang loi. Lam khi bac thdy tha
chét di con sung swéng hon. Nhung hién gio bac lai thady may man vi minh
con song. Bac c6 con chau quay quan, song trong mét thanh phé hoan héo
thé nay, qua that da rat hanh phuc ré6i." Ba ldao mim cwdi, ddo mat nhin xung
quanh. "Béc rat muon dita con da mat ctia minh ciing dwgc hwong thu cude
song & day. Khong, néu nam xwa c6 trinh do chita tri nhw No.6, chac con
bac da khong chét."

Karan ldng 1€ rit tay lai. Ba lao nhin vao khoadng khong, tiép tuc ndi,
khée miéng van mang nu cuoi.

"Chon nay ding la veeon dia dang. Bac thuong bao véi cac chau minh
rang, cac chau phai thdy may man vi dugc sinh song & day. Ching ciling
hiéu diéu bac muon néi. Liuc bay gio, bac ké chuyén & West Block cho
ching nghe."

"West Block?" Tim Karan dap manh hon nita, nhung lan nay hoan
toan khac vi ban nay.
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"Puing vay. West Block. Chau biét d6 1a mdt noi nhw thé nao khong?"
Karan nhoai nguoi ra.

Minh mu6n biét. Shion dang & d6. Minh rat mudn biét West Block la
mot noi nhw thé nao.

"Chéau khong biét. Bac ké cho chau nghe vé4i."

Ba ldo nhiu may, lac dau, "Béc ciling khong r6 lam, chi la chau ho cta
bac lam viéc & van phong quan ly xuat nhap nén thi thodng né c6 nhac qua
v&i bac. Nghe ndi West Block 1a mot noi rat t6i té."

Karan c6 nén con s6t rudt, chi gia vo am &, mac du rat mudn giuc ba
1do keé tiép.

"Vé sinh khong dam béo, bon tré con toan phai uéng nuwéc ban."

"Udng nuwéc ban..."

"Pung vay, thé tham lam phdi khong? That tdi nghiép, chi nghe thoi
bac da thay xo6t xa. So véi West Block, i tré & day that hanh phic, phai
khong chau?"

"Ho? A... a phai, nhung..."

"Chinh vi nhu thé, nghe n6i & West Block tdi pham nhw rvoi, an ninh
té hai, lai thwong phat dich truyén nhiém ma dan noi thanh No.6 khong tai
nao tudng tuwgng duwgce. Dan khu dé déu la nhitng nguwdi vo hoc, tan bao, da
sO c6 thé giét nguoi vi tién. Nghe néi dao tredc c6 mot nhom dan 6ng hung
hang muén xong vao van phong quan ly. Di nhién, hé thong an ninh cta
van phong chat ché khong c6 16 hong nén bon ngudi dé chwa vao tdi noi da
bi tom hét roi. That kinh khang."

Ba lao rung minh, vong tay ty 0m lay hai vai.
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"Chéau ho bac ké moi truong song ¢ dé nhu dia nguc vay, vira rach nat
vira t6i tan, hoan toan khac véi cho nay. Khong riéng gi li tré, ngay ca
ching ta ciing phai biét on khi dugc song tai No.6. Bac thuwong day i chau
nho rang so vGi nguwoi & West Block, cac chau qua that da rat hanh phic

roi."
West Block, noi vira rach nat vira toi tan.

Karan nham nghién mat lai, trong dau hién Ién dong chi* ma Shion
viét. Chi la mot dong chi¥ viét voi vGi thdi quen viét nghiéng sang bén phai.

Me, con xin 16i. Con van con song.

Con chit hoat bat, nét chit twoi tré tran tré sinh lyc Con trai minh dang
& West Block, van day sirc song. Hién tai, ngay lic nay day, con minh van
dang song.

"Chau sao vay?"

Nghe tiéng ba lao, Karan m& mat ra.

"Khong khée a? C6 can bac goi dén bénh vién gitip chau khéng?"
Karan cham rai lac dau.

"Chéau khong nghi thé."

"Ha? Gi cg?"

"Chéau khong cho rang West Block la noi vira rach nat vira toi tan."
"Chau dang noi gi..."

"Va lai..."

Chau cling khong cho rang thanh pho nay la vueon dia dang.
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Karan dang dinh no6i thé thi thady khong gian khudy dong. La tiéng
16ng vii lach phach, r6i mét thit mau den dap xudng. Ba lao kéu khé, "Troi
oi, qua!"

Mot con qua long den tuyén dau bén canh chan Karan.
"Ghé qua. Cong vien ruirng cay lai co6 qua u?" Ba lao cau may.

"Noi day bao ton méi trwong thién nhién, du s6 lwgng khong nhiéu
nhung dang la c6 qua.”

Con qua nhe nhang bay 1én. Von twdng no6 sé cit thé bay di, nao ngo
no6 vo vo doi canh roi lai sa xuéng, dau trén vai mot nguoi.

Lan nay dén lwot Karan thang thot, khong hé nhan ra lai c6 mot nguai
dang ditng gan dén vay. Trong ldc tro chuyén cung ba lao, c6 ngudi gia dat
ché di dao, c6 co bé nhat nhitng chiéc 1a xin mau, ca vai co6 cau tréng nhw
hoc sinh di ngang qua treGc mdt, nhvng nguoi dan ong vdi con qua trén vai
nay thi chua titng xuét hién. Nguwoi dé dén gan tir bao gio? Pa c6 mat & day
tir lic nao nhi? Karan bong thay run sg.

Do la m6t nguwdi dan 6ng cao gay, mac ao khoac mau ca phé nhat va
chiéc quan dai cung tong. Toc cé vé day, nhung bac kha nhiéu, rau mép
dwéi mii cling 1dm tdm bac. Ngoai chuyén cé mot con qua dau trén vai ra
thi trong chang khac gi mot nguwdi dan 6ng trung nién binh thuwong.

Karan chua tirng gap nguwoi nay. Thé nhung 6ng ta lai né nu cuoi,
dang hai tay huéng vé phia Karan, goi tén ba.

"Karan, anh nhé em lam."

ll"l)H
.
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Karan con chua kip tra 16i, ong ta da nam lay tay va kéo ba vé phia
minh. Canh tay dai ctia 6ng ta 6m cham lay Karan, khién ba khong tai nao
thé noi.

"Tha thit cho anh nhé, 1a 16i cia anh, anh sé khong dé em phai bu6n
long nita, anh dam bao, ca doi nay anh chi yéu minh em thoi."

"Chg... cho da... Anh mudén lam gi?"

"Sau khi em b6 di anh mdi hiéu dwgc minh yéu em nhiéu biét bao.
Cau xin em, cho anh co hoi lan nita di, Karan!"

Nguwdi nay bi dién roi.

Ban dau Karan nghi ong ta la mot ké dién, nhung ngudi dién khong
thé nao xuat hién trong thanh pho. Lic nay ba méi cha y dén nhip tim cia
ong ta. Vi hai ngwoi ap sat nhau nén Karan cam nhan dugc tim ong dang
dap rat déu dan.

Nguoi nay khong bi dién, cling khong qua khich, nguwgce lai dang rat
binh tinh n6i ra nhitng 15i thoai sén sta chi c6 trong may bd phim cii rich.

"Anh dirng dua nita, da roi do!"
Karan dung hai tay day 6ng ta ra.

"May 101 c6 canh cua anh, t6i nghe da qua da! Ching ta chia tay roi,
anh dirng xudt hién tredc mat toi niva!"

"Karan, anh yéu em, anh yéu em that long ma."

Con qua trén vai 0ng ta kéu 1én, nghe ¢t nhw dang ché giéu chu minh
1a tén ngdc. Ong ta ho khan may tiéng rdi ctii chao ba ldo dang h4 h6c mém
nhin ho.

https://thuviensach.vn



"Chau xin 16i, dé bac phai ché cwoi."
"Khong... khong c6, o... hai chau..."

"Chung chau 1a mot cap. Tai chdu ngu xuan, tén thuwong co ay... Chau
muon xin 16i va han gan véi c6 ay."

"Thé a? Thé thi tot..."

"Chiing chau cé chuyén quan trong can ban bac véi nhau, xin phép di
treéc a."

Ong ta ndm 1y canh tay Karan, 16i ba di theo. Con qua lai kéu lén.
Su6t quang duong tir bang ghé t6i dang sau van phong quan ly cong vién,
noi lam viéc cii cua Shion, r6i ra khéi cong vién, 6ng ta chi lang lang buéc
di. Karan bi dat tay kéo di cling chang n6i mot 10i.

Co6 mot chiéc xe 6 td6 mau trang dang dau bén duwong, 1a loai xe doi cii
rat hiém gip trong thanh phd. Ong ta mé& ctva xe, néi bing giong qua quyét:

"Lén xe di."
"Khoéng, khong can dau."
"Lén xe, toi c6 chuyén mudn noi vGi cb."

Con qua dap canh, bay twr trén vai 6ng ta vao bang ghé sau. N6 nhin
Karan, guc gac cai dau, dwong nhw dang néi "lén xe di".

"Con chim thong minh qua."
"Thong minh dén noi t6i dau ca dau."

Giong diéu ong ta nghe rat nghiém tic, nhw thé thyc sy cdm thdy dau
dau. Con qua kéu lén tiéng "qua qua", nghe nhw dang ché nhao. Théy thu
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vi, Karan bat cuwdi, r6i chot nhan ra da nhiéu ngay qua minh tham chi chang
hé nhéch méi. Ba nhin con qua, doan ngoi vao ghé phu lai.

Chiéc xe chay bang xang va dién n6é mdy ro6i lan banh. Vira ra duong
cai, nguoi dan 6ng da khai dong ché do 1ai ty dong roi tha tay khoi vo lang.

"Co biét khong? Bau nam sau sé ban b6 diéu luat méi, nghiém cam s
dung xang, t6i Iic dé chiéc xe nay sé viit xo."

"Nghe noi cadc nguon nhién liéu hoa thach ngoai than ra gan nhu déu
can kiét ca r6i, phdi dung cac nguén nang lwgng khac thay cho dau mo,
ciling dé hiéu thoi."

"C6 nghe ai noi the?"

"Ai u? Day la chinh sach st dung nguén nang lwgng cua thanh phé,
héi truéce tirng cong bo réi ma?"

"O. Chinh quyén dwong nhiém titng cong bé diéu d6, giéng hét véi
chinh sach trong bai dién thuyét cta Thi trwdng." Ong ta nhéch méi, nd mot
nu cwoi mai mia. "Chang ai nghi ngd, ctt thé don nhan va gat dau tan thanh
vo diéu kién moi thong bao ctia cac nha chitc trach. That tinh, cw dan thanh
pho nay tr trén xudng dwdi chi biét ngdy tho phuc tung, khong biét nghi
ngo chinh quyén. Khéng, 1a lwdi dong nao thi ding hon. Nghi ngo that ton
cong sic, ci gat dau 'ding, ding' cho nhe nguoi."

Karan li€c nhin 6ng ta.

Thé anh c6 nghi ngd khong? Anh sé thay thé céai gat dau phuc tung
bang su nghi ngo u?

Karan c6 bat ban than khéng dwgc hoi. V&i mot ngudi la khong ro lai
lich, t6t hon hét la dirng phat ngon tuy tién, phai can than nhw loai dong vat
an c6 nhoé bé nhat nhat maéi duoc.
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Karan ngoi lai ngay ngan, tim cach chuyén chua dé, "Toi c6 thé dat cau
héi khong?"

"Ctt ty nhien."

"Anh la ai? Tai sao biét tén t6i? Sao lai bay tro té tinh do6 roi kéo toi
lén xe?"

"C6 gi ki cuc dau, toi thdy an twong lam ma. Co6 cling phoi hgp rat an
y, khong phai sao? Co thé doat gidi Ni¥ dién vién chinh xuat sac nhat dugc
roi day."

"Cam on. Tirng tudi nay réi con dwgc dién vai nit chinh caa phim tinh
cam lang man, toi dung la vinh hanh qua."

"Khong khong. Co con tré dep lam. Vai nit chinh cta thé loai phim
nao cting khong lam kho c6 dugc dau, Karan a."

"Anh biét tén toi tir dau vay?"
"Chau gai toi noi.
"Chau gai anh?"

"Nghe n6i n6 la nguwoi ham mo co, dung hon thi n6 ham mo banh
muffin ctia c6."

Karan nhé dén khuon mat tron tria nhé nhan no. C6 bé van hay cam
tién xu dén tiém banh ctia minh. C6 bé that long c6 vii Karan rang "Di oi,
di dung dong cwa tiem banh nhé!".

Sau khi Shion bi Cuc Tri an bat git, 16i néi va 4nh mat ctia c6 bé la
mot trong nhitng niém an Gi ctia Karan.

llLily.ll
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"Pung vay, Lily dé thwong. N6 la con ctia em gai t6i. Cach day khong
lau, n6 néi vai toi 1a nd thich banh muffin ctia c6 con hon nguwoi bac nay
gap tram nghin lan."

"Thé a?"

"T6i khong phuc, dinh bung phéi lam mot bai phé binh vé ¢6 mdi ha
da, thé 1a cam banh muffin do c6 lam Ién, can m&t miéng..."

"Ngon khong?"

"Ngon, mac du rat khéng cam tam nhung né thuc sy rat ngon, Lily
thich banh muffin hon nguwoi bac thi thoang mdi xuat hién nay ciing dé hiéu
thoi."

"Anh la bac cua Lily, va nghe c6 bé nhac dén tén t6i, tdi hiéu roi."
"Cam on c6 da hiéu cho. Ban ndy c6 nghi toi la ké kha nghi a?"

"Cho dén gio t6i van thady anh kha nghi. Tro ban nay la y gi? Chi dé
kéo t6i di khai cho ba 1do nho nha do6 w?"

"Khoéng sai, qua nguy hiém."
"Nguy hiém?"

Chiéc xe cham cham ré sang hwéng Lost Town. 6ng ta mudn dwa minh
vé nha, chac vay roi. Chiéc xe doi cii dang di ngwoc lai con dwdng ma sang
nay minh da ha quyét tam phdi di. Hom nay tiém banh khéng mé ctra, c6 1é
Lily sé bu6n lam?

"Suyt chut nita la ¢6 da ké 1€ nhitng diéu bat man vé thanh phé nay,
dang khong?"

Chéu ciing khong cho rang thanh phd nay la mot vuon dia dang.
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Khi 4y, Karan qua that toan néi thé, nhwng da bi ngat 10i béi tiéng dap
canh cua con qua.

"Nhu thé sé nguy hiém u?"

"C6 kha nang. Néu ba 1o coi c6 nhw thanh phan nguy hiém thi sé ra
sao?"

"Thanh phan nguy hiém... nghia la...?"

"Trinh bdo vGi chinh quyeén, cho biét c6 nguwdi phu nit ngoi & bang ghé
trong cong vién, bat binh va bat man vai thanh phé."

"Ba dy sé to cao toi?"

"C6 cho rang khong thé?"

"Pung thé, t6i khong tin ndi. Ba ay lo lang cho t6i nén mdi qua hoi
han ma."

"Pung, vi trong c6 rat u uat. Trong veon dia dang No.6, moi nguoi
déu budc phai hanh phtic. Ngay cd ngudi bi thwong nang hay lam trong
bénh cling dwgc ki thuat y khoa tan tién nhat chita tri dé giam bét phan 16n
dau dén. O day ching c6 ai budn phién, tram tuw hay lo ling ca. Khong,
ding hon la khong cho phép ton tai loai nguwdi buon phién, tram tuw hay lo
lang."

"Sao lai thé dugc? Hon nita, van thwong c6 nguwdi ngoi than thd trén
bang ghé kia ma?"

Ong ta lic dau, ngén tay cham I1én man hinh nhé dang hién thi ban do
dwong di, trén man hinh hién ra gio giac hién tai.

"C6 c6 nhé minh ngoi & bang ghé bao 1au khong?"
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Karan nhin cham cham vao con s6 trén man hinh réi lac dau. Ba chang
con nhé thoi gian. Suy ngam, buén phién, mai khong tim ra 10i giai dap, c@
thé ba do dan ngo6i trén bang ghé, hoan toan khong muon dirng day di tiép.

"Thoi gian gidi han 1a ba muwoi phit." Ong ta noéi.
"Gi co?"

"Thoi gian ma cw dan dwgc phép ngan ngo thd than nhiéu nhat la ba
muoi phit. Néu nhu suy tw buon phién viegt qua gidi han do sé gay cha y."

"Y anh la... thdy t6i ngbi suy nghi qua 1au nén ba ldo dén dé diéu tra?"

"To6i khong r6. Toi chi khéng loai triv kha nang nay. Ciing c6 thé la
mot ba ldo tw cho minh t6t bung hién tir, loai ngwdi ma mién la thién ha
khong gay rac réi cho minh thi minh c6 thé ra vé than thiét ay."

"Sao anh lai an noi nhw vay?"

"Sy that ma. Thanh pho nay nhan nhan nhitng céng dan tw cho minh la
lvong thién. Chinh vi dau dau cling c6 nén mudn tim ra nguwdi lwong thién
thue sy lai rat khé khan. Néu ba 1ao dé la loai ngudi t6t bung thong thwong
trong thanh pho thi khong sao, chang may ba ay la ké do tham ro6i di t6 cdo,
c6 khong nhan thay ban ndy minh gdp nguy hiém sao?"

Karan nin lang, khong mudn phai nghi ngo ba 1o d6. Karan muén tin
rang ba lao chi la nguwoi gia than thién, t6t bung quan tdam dén nguwdi dung
thoi. D6i mat ba lao trong that hién tw, sang rd nét cuwdi dang sau doi trong
kinh. Karan hit sdu mot hoi.

"Cdp kinh dé..."

"Cudi cung co ciling phat hién ra roi sao? Doi v6i mot ba lao thanh
nha, cap kinh d6 dwong nhw hoi quéa khé. Co6 1€ do la cap kinh dac biét dugc
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lap micro va cé chitc nang ghi am."

Karan nham mat lai, hit thé sau. Thoi gian giGi han la ba mwoi phuit.
Khéng dwogc phép vuot qua gidi han. Tram ngam, tw Iy, chim trong dong
suy twdng cua chinh minh, ti* d6 tim ra cach nghi riéng... nhitng diéu nay
hoan toan bi cam. Cau hoi ban ndy lai troi day trong long Karan.

Chung ta rot cudc da lam gi trong qua khit? Tai sao lai tao ra thanh
pho nhw thé nay? Ching ta da pham sai lam gi & dau r6i?

Karan nuét tiéng thd dai vao trong. Ba thdy rat mét méi, hoi sic dé
chéng cu va dong lyc dé tirc gian dwong nhw déu kho can ca.

"T6i nghi chac 1a minh da bi chinh quyén cdp mac kha nghi réi. Cé 1é
toi da luon bi theo doi, khong chi vi t6i ng6i than tho. Ai bao t6i 1a me ctia
can pham chu."

"Pung c6 budng xudi nhv vay!" Gigng diéu ngwoi dan ong trd nén
ciing ran, y nhw ngudi cha trach mang con gai. "Coé thyuc sy tin nhitng gi
chinh quyén néi v? Co thyc sy tin rang con trai minh la toi pham a?"

Karan ngang madt 1én, lac dau. Chwa mot gidy nao ba tin rang Shion
pham t0i giét nguoi.

"T6i cling nghe Lily ké roi, tén con trai co6 la Shion, ding khong?
Nghe noéi cau bé la mot nguwdoi anh rat than thién, con gitp Lily stta lai do
choi bi hong may lan. Lily bao 'Du khong sanh dwgc véi muffin nhung
chau thich anh 4y hon bac rat nhiéu dé'. Con bé con ban khoan khong biét
Shion c6 ban gai hay chwa nira."

"0i, sao Lily lai n6i nhw thé?"

"Con bé day thi sém qua. Thé ma lai khong nhén ra sttc hap dan cua
bac minh. That tinh, chang biét em t6i da day do con bé thé nao nita."
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"Khong biét tir Lily, toi ¢6 héi tham dwgce tén tudi va tinh hinh cu thé
cta ngwoi bac hap dan ay khong nhi?"

Nghe Karan noi, nguoi dan ong bat cuoi, gio tay cham nhe vao man
hinh.

"Hoi Lily chac chan khéong thu dwgc cau tra 10i gi hay ho. Con bé nhat
dinh sé néi, bac Yoming thi thodng sé lu lu xudt hién, an no bung roi phui
mong di mat dang, la mot ké lap di."

"Yoming, la tén ctia anh u?"
"Pung, va day la cong viéc cua toi."

Trén man hinh xuat hién nhitng thit nhw banh mi, banh kem, do an vat,
sau dé lién tiép hién ra nhitng thong s6 dinh dudng, gia ca va tén ctra hang,

"Cung cap thong tin gidi tri ctia tat ca cac khu vire ngoai Kronos. Néi
la gidi tri nhung thye ra chu yéu gidi thiéu do an va cac hoat dong t6 chirc
hang quy. Kich, ca nhac va thong tin xuat ban sach, tat cad déu bi thanh pho
quan ly, vi vay ching t6i chi dugc tw do phéng van nhitng gi lién quan dén
thitc an. Co6 diéu, chung t6i khong duwgc ra vao Cuc Thye pham nén chi cé
thé gidi thiéu banh kem & ctra hang nao ngon, bita trva & quan nao dang dé
quang ba ma thoi. Nhung ma viéc nay dwgc déon nhan néng nhiét lam nhé.
Gidi tri & Lost Town chi c6é an véi uéng, béi thé moi nguwdi déu muoén co
thong tin."

"Vay... anh dinh..."

"Pung thé, toi dinh lam chuyén muc gigi thiéu banh mi, banh kem &
ctta hang cua c6, 1dy muffin lam chu dao c6 vé 1a mot y khong téi nhi?
Mong la co6 sé dong y cho t6i phong van!"
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"Nhuwng anh gigi thiéu tiém ctia t6i sé 6n chit? Liéu c6 bi chinh quyén
dé y khong?"

"Khdng sao, cho du bi theo doi, bi canh cdo thi t6i cling khong thé bé
qua muffin ngon thé nay. C6 diéu néu nhd bai bao cua t6i ma 16i kéo mat
lwgng khach 16n dén mua sach muffin cia co6, chac Lily sé ghét t6i lam, né
sé bdo ngwdi bac nay lam xang lam bay."

"Lam gi c6 chuyén d6. Nhung ma, vi chuyén con trai t0i nén tiém ting
bi dwa tin mé6t lan r6i. Tam khong ban dén Lost Town, nguoi & khu vuyc
khac sé dén mua sao?"

Yoming nhun vai, tat man hinh.
"Karan, nguwdi trong thanh phé nay khong gioi ghi nhé."
Giong ong ta hoi khan di, nghe khong dworc ro rang.

"ROi sé quén ngay thoi. Bat ké xay ra chuyén to tat cd nao, cling sé bi
lang quén ngay lap tirc, ditng hong ho suy nghi sau xa vé nhitng gi an chita
dang sau. Qhi nho, nghi ngo, suy nghi, ho déu khong gioi. Cho du lang
quén nhitng thit minh khong gidi, cudc séng van 6n dinh. Pay qua la mot
noi dang sg."

Yoming ro rang dang phé phan hién trang No.6, Karan v0i ngoi ngay
ngan lai. Cudc doi thoai nay néu truyén ra ngoai at sé rac roi to. Co 1€ vi
nhan ra noi bat an cua Karan, Yoming nhéch miéng, xua tay.

"Khong sao dau, chiéc xe nay c6 chitc nang chong nghe trom, nhung
chwa biét chirtng mau xe mdi tung ra vao nam sau sé dwgc cai san chic
nang nghe trom cling nén."

""Yoming, tai sao anh lai phé phan thanh ph6? Vi sao c6 thé khang dinh
day la mot noi dang sg?"
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Sau mot hoi im lang, Yoming lai cham vao man hinh. Trén dé lién
xuat hién hinh anh mot ngwdi phu nit tré mat trai xoan, tay bé mot em bé so
sinh dang ngu say trong chiéc khan mau trang. Nguwdi phu nit nd nu cudi
hanh phtic cia mot nguwdi me. Mai toc mau hat dé cat ngan nang dong, hop
véi guwong mat twoi tré day sitc song, cong thém nu cwoi diu dang, khién
nguoi khac chi nhin mét 1an 1a khong sao quén dugc.

"Pay la vo t6i, co ay dang bé con trai cia ching t6i. Birc anh chup tw
rat lau roi."

"Vg anh...?"

"Mot hém, co dy ra ngoai cung vdi con trai va khong bao gio quay vé
nita. Khac véi treong hgp ctia ¢o, hai me con c6 dy cung bién mat, sau dé
vu viéc dugc gidi quyét nhw mot vu mat tich thong thuong.™

Karan cam thay rat dau long. Giong néi déu déu ctia Yoming khién ba
rat soc.

Giodng nhu Shion... Cling c6 nguwdi gdp phai chuyén giong nhu Shion...

"Vg t6i la gido vién day moén my thuat va am nhac cho i tré trac tudi
Lily. C6 ay hay no6i do6 la thién chitc ctia minh. V@ t6i day bon tré rang, thau
hiéu ban than la diéu quan trong nhat, bat ké 1a vé tranh hay sang tac nhac
deéu phai nhin thang vao suy nghi va tinh cAm cta minh, r6i méi thé hién
suy nghi, tinh cAm d6 thanh tac pham."

"That tuyét, da lau roi khong dwgc nghe nhitng 16i néi dep dé nhw

Vay."

"Pung thé, c6 ay la mot nguwdi con gai hoan hao, day bao bon tré bang
tat cd dic tin cia minh. Thé nhung, S& Gido duc cang ngay cang dé mat
dén vo t6i, chi dao dwa xudng cling ngay cang nhiéu. Ho yéu cau c6 ay phai
day theo gido an soan san cua S@&. Di nhién, c¢6 dy khong tuan theo. Thé roi
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vo toi bi dudi viéc, bi twdc bo tw cach lam gido vién véi ly do nang luc
khong phu hgp. Khi ay, chac khong chi minh vg t6i ma con rat nhiéu giao
vién khac ciing bi budc théi viéc. Co khong biét chuyén nay uw?"

"Khong, toi thyc sy khong nhé sy kién nao nhu vay, toi..."

"Pirng ngai, co0 khong biét chuyén cting phai thoi, vi n6 khong hé
dwgc dwa tin. Twr dé trd di, chinh quyén bat dau thao ting tin tirc. Cai hé
thong che gidu toan bd tin titc bat 1gi bat dau hinh thanh."

Chiéc xe da di vao Lost Town. Day la noi 6n dinh cham nhat thanh
pho, ca bau khong khi ciling hon tap. Thé nhung, sy 6n a ctia n6 lai khién
Karan yén long.

"V@ toi von dinh cung cac gido vién bi dudi khac mé mot 16p boi
duwdng danh cho tré em, ho dy dinh sé tim mot noi it chiu anh hudng cua
chinh quyén dé day do ching. Hom do6, c6 ay ra ngoai la dé ban bac ké
hoach nay vGi cac dong nghiép. Két qua la chang bao gio quay vé nita."

Yoming siét chat nam tay, dap manh vao v6 lang. Con qua & bang ghé
phia sau kéu "qua qua" lién hoi.

"T6i sé khong quén. Bat ké xay ra chuyén gi, t6i cling khong bao gio
quén. T6i van nhé nhw in, budi sang hom do, bau tréi am u nhu thé sé do
mua bat c Iic nao. Toi dau rang dir doi nén can di nha si. Von di hém dé
toi duwgc nghi phép va hita sé cham con, nhung vo toi thong cam vi toi
khong khoe nén da dan con theo. Con t6i nam trong xe day c6 vom che
mau xanh, con vg toi thi mac ao khoac mau kem, trudc nguc co théu hoa
nho. Hai vg chong hen nhau sau khi t6i kham rang xong, néu bu6i chiéu
khong mua thi sé cung di dao cong vién. Chung toi da hon tam biét truedc
ctta nha. Toi cling hon 1én ma con trai. Con tdi cwoi khuc khich, da chan
lién tuc. Thang bé mang doi véd mau trang nhd xiu, trén dé cling cé théu
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hoa, 1a hoa tir la lan. T6i nh@ rat rd. Toi chwa tirng quén bat ci chi tiét nho
nhat nao. T6i khong thé quén dugc."

"Anh Yoming..."
Chiéc xe dirng lai.
"Pa dén noi."

Heé thong dan dudng vang 1én tiéng thong bao trudc cira tiém banh cua
Karan.

"Xin 106i, t6i kich dong qua. Chiing ta chi méi quen nhau théi, that la
that 18."

"Pirng n6i vay. Cam on anh da dwa t6i ve."

Karan khong biét c6 nén néi ra hay khong. Ba ty héi minh c6 nén nhac
chuyén Safu véi 6ng ta? Minh da c6 thé hoan toan tin twdng ngudi dan 6ng
nay chua?

"Di 0i." Cé ngudi sa vao long Karan ngay khi ba budc xudng xe.
"0, 1a Lily a?"
"D1 01, sao hom nay di nghi ban? Di bi bénh a?"

Yoming ngoi trong xe ndi vong ra, "Lily, ding lo, di ay chi ban chit
viéc riéng thoi. Chac chan ngay mai di sé lai nwéng muffin."

Lily chép chép mat, ha hoc moém, "Ui, bac Yoming? Béc lai dén an
com a? Sao bac toan chon hom c6 moén thit ga va ndm ma dén vay?"

"C6 xem, n6 ndi thé day, qua dang chwa?"
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Yoming cudi trit. Ong tho dau ra cira s6 xe néi véi Karan, "Néu duoc
thi ngay mai mé& ctta nhé. Hay lam t6t nhitng gi ¢6 nén lam, Karan a."

llU’m "

"Khong duwgc tuyét vong. Bat ké gdp chuyén gi cling khong dugc
budng xudi. Néu vi tuyét vong va bat lyc ma ty minh budng xudi trudc, do
mai la thua cugc that sw. Mdc du c6 1é budng xu0i sé thanh than hon..."

Karan dat tay lén mai toc Lily, 1ac dau, "Khong, t6i sé khong budng
xu0i, bdi vi t6i co trach nhiém."

"Trach nhiém?"

"Pung, trach nhiém. Toi la nguoi 16n, da trdi qua mot khoang thoi
gian dai vGi thanh pho nay. T6i cho rang minh song rat nghiém chinh. Thé
nhung, No.6 gio day da sai lam & dau d6. Toi khong biét rot cudc la sai &
cho nao, nhwng t6i phai chiu trach nhiém, khong thé dé con trai t6i, con trai
anh va ca nhitng dia tré nhw Lily phai gap bat hanh."

"Suyt!"

Yoming dwa ngén tré 1én. C6 mét co gai tré dap xe ngang qua cho ho.

"T6i hiéu tam trang cua co, nhwng ma chuyén nay dirng tuy tién noi @
noi chang biét cé bi ai nghe 1én hay Khong."

Lily phi cuwdi, co bé giat giat chiéc vay cua Karan.

"Bac cit hay can than qua. R6 rang da la nguwdi 16n ma gan van con bé
ti."

"Khi con 16n 1én roi thi sé biét diéu dang sg that su 1a gi nhé Lily."
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"Con s¢ me gian nhat. Thuc sy rat dang sg a, cha cling n6i me dang sg
nhat."

"Pung roi day, me con dang sg nhat tran doi."
Karan bat cuwoi.

Me cta Lily rat manh khanh, nhung thuong hay la mang con céi bang
chat giong oang oang, trai ngugc hoan toan véi vé ngoai manh mai dé.

"L.ily. anh Yoming va chd qua kia nita, néu ranh c6 muon vao nha
ngoi choi khong? Mac du khong cé muffin nhwng néu khéng ché thi tdi c6
thé lam ngay banh x6p chiéu dai moi nguoi."

"That a? Thich qua!"

Lily ndam chat tay Karan. Lan da mém mai cda tré nhé khién long
Karan ngap tran yéu thuwong.

Khong thé dé c6 bé nay lam vao tinh canh nhw Safu dwgc. Hon nita,
chung ta phai cttu hai dira tré ra. Bang vay... chung ta c6 trach nhiém.

Karan quay sang Yoming, cai nhin cham chud ctia 6ng khién nguoi ta
lién twdng tdi anh mat loai qua den. Karan gat dau r6i mé khoa cira.

"Lily, con vao di. Moi anh Yoming vao, to6i con c6 chuyén mudn noi
vOi anh."

Vira lic ay tredc mat Karan xet qua mot cai béng nho mau den. C6
tiéng xeé xe.

"Sao vay?"

Yoming budc xudng xe, nhin theo &nh mat Karan, r6i ddo mat quan sat
xung quanh.
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"La ong, hinh nhu t6i thdy cé con ong bay qua."

"Ong u? Mac du trdi van &m nhuwng bay gio chac chang con con ong
nao dau."

"Ciing phai..."

Bay gio la mua dong, khong thé c6 ong xuat hién, hay la con con trung
nao dé khéng cudng dwgc 10i moi ciia nang am, bay lang thang mot minh
thoi. Nhung sao minh lai thady bon chén nhw vay nhi?

"Di 0i?"

Lily nguwéc nhin Karan dang ditng bat dong trwdc ctra nha.
"A, di xin 16i. Moi hai bac chau vao."

Minh nhay cdm r6i. Chac la do mét qua.

Sau khi tu tran an, Karan m@ ctta. Budc vao nha, ba lac dau that manh,
nhw mudn xua di tiéng canh dap xé xé nho xiu con vang vong bén tai.
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NO.6 TAP 3
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Chuong 3

Loai nguwoi dugce sinh ra tir con mat cua than Ra. Than Ra sang tao dat
troi van vat. Ngai la mat troi, cling la dang thong tri cia cac vi than, & noi
day, ngai trd thanh vi vua dau tién ctia mat dat.

- Than thoai Ai Cap

(Than Ra la than mat trdi theo van héa Ai Cap c6 dai. Vao vuong triéu
thit nam, ngai trd thanh vi than tdi cao trong van héa Ai Cap c6, dugc miéu
ta 1a &nh mat trgi vao budi truwa)

M¢& mo do do, thit gi cling mong lung chang rd rang. Nhung... minh
nhat dinh phai thic day...

Safu c6 gang m& mat ra, c6 doc hét siec lvc can manh vao moi minh,
chi hoi nhoi nhéi. Cho dau khién tam tri tinh tdo lai, Safu phat hién minh
dang bi trdi trén bang ca.

Céanh ctta mau trang ma ra, Safu dugc day vao trong.

Thi giac con 10 m@, khong thé xac dinh noi day cé nhitng gi. Safu khé
cwa minh.

"Ai cha, tinh roi a?"
Gigng mot nguoi dan ong.
"Co6 khong can tinh day dau. Chich thém mdt miii thuéc mé nita vay,

co ¢t ngu tiép di nhé."
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"Day... day la dau?"
"CoO doan xem?"

Minh bi lam sao vay? X4y ra chuyén gi r6i... Minh dén nha Shion...
Nguoi dan 6ng mac dong phuc Cuc Tri an...

"C6 phadi la c6 Safu khong?"
Co bi tan cong, co thé té liét.

Safu mudn hét 1én, mdi c6 map may nhuwng khong phat ra tiéng, am
thanh nhw dinh chéat vao c6 hong.

"Trai... Cai... tao."
Mot trang cuoi vang lén. La ngwoi dan 6ng no.
"C6 thich Trai Cai tao khong? Hinh nhw kha la thich nhi? T6t, sau khi

phau thuat xong, co6 c chd chét & phong dac biét nhé, t6i sé sap xép cho

co."
Phau thuat?
"Phau..."

"Pung, c6 dang nam trén ban phau thuat."

Giong diéu 6ng ta van nhw dang cudi. C6 anh sang lap loe lot vao tam
nhin, Safu biét d6 la &nh dén phong phau thuat. C6 sg. Noi s¢ con khung
khiép hon khi nhan vién Cuc Tri an bat di. Nwdc mat co chdy dai.

"Khong viéc gi phai khoc. Sé chang dau dén gi dau. Nao, c6 nghi ngoi
di."

Shion, Shion, Shion.
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Cai tén ay sé bdo vé minh khdi tat ca nhitng thi ta ac.
Ctu minh vdi. Ciu minh thoat khoi day di... Shion.
"Shion."

Nghe goi, Shion ditng chan. Con ché to lam nhiém vu bao vé lién khé
gam gu.

"Chu Rikiga."

Canh cwa kinh tho sg ctia quan an bat ma@, Rikiga tw trong budc ra.
Tuy bdo la thé so nhung né da thudc loai kha tét & West Block roi. Dai da
s6 hang quan déu chi bay ra nhitng chiéc thung g6 va ké nhé, do an khong
biét duwgc lam tir nguyén liéu gi.

Mui con noéng nac lan véi mui do an khéng ré ngudn goc, tao thanh
mot tht mui quai la, tv trong quan bay ra ngoai duong, Shion doi khi
khong chiu néi phdi che miii lai. Du vay, tredc nhitng hang quan do cé rat
nhiéu tré con do6i meo va an may gia nua lang vang. Ho quan quanh vi
muon xin an, hodc chi nhin cham cham mé d6 an ma ngudi 16n dang cho
vao mom. Chu quan sé mang nhiéc hodc gidoi nwdc, xua dudi ddm nguoi
lang vang trudc quan minh giong nhw xua dudi ché méo hoang. Cac thyc
khach thwédng thitc mén an tredc mat dam ngwoi doi khat, ho can nhitng
miéng that to, mac cho dau m& chay lem lu6c ca mo6i miéng, roi con liém
lap nhitng ngon tay.

Co tién, co thue lye, dé 1a diéu kién duy nhat dé cé dugc cai an & chon

nay.

b6 1a nhitng gi Shion hoc dwgc trong mdy ngay qua. Nhung cau
khong dd can dam nhin thang vao khung canh dang dién ra trwdc mat, chi
danh cti gam mat xuéng.

https://thuviensach.vn



"C& b6 thi cho ho néu viéc dé khién cau thodi mai hon. Nhung véi
diéu kién la cau c6 thé ctru giup hét nhitng nguwoi dang doi khat."

Nezumi noi. V&i Shion cua hién tai thi moi sy citu giap la khong
twong.

"Long tir bi ntra voi ctia cau cé thé lam dwoc gi? Co 1€ sé do dan vai
dwra tré tam thoi thoat khoi con doi khat. Nhung hanh dong nay cling chi
tao ra hai loai nguoi, la nguwoi phai nhin déi va nguwoi khong phai nhin doéi
ma tho6i. Shion, t6i ndi cho cau biét, nguwoi tirng dwgc an no sé khon kho
hon nhiéu so véi ngudi chua tirng duwge an no. Khong gi dau kho hon lai bi
bd doi sau khi duge an no ca. Bon tré tu tap & day déu chwa tirng hwdng thu
cam giac cang da bung, khong biét an no la gi, cho nén ching méi dua sitc
chiu dung, hiéu chwa? Viéc cau cé thé lam dugce cho ho chinh la khéng lam
gica."

Dttt 161, Nezumi lién ra ngoai. Ra dén ctta, n6 dirng budc roi ngoai dau
lai. C6 mot con ché nau dang nam canh ctra chinh.
"Phai roi, Inukashi cho cau muwgn mot con chd dé di theo bdo vé nhi?

Tién lwong cling nhiéu hon binh thwong, xem chirng Inukashi rat thich

cau.

"Cé 18 cau ay sé thué td6i mot thoi gian, bdo la can t6i lau don phong
cho khach thué tro va cham séc lii ché."

"Cau lam khong?"
"DT nhién, t6i mirng qu4, cdm on cau ay lia lia."

"Oi cha, nhan tai cua No.6 sao lai yéu thich cong viéc lau don vé sinh
va cham soc cho thé nay? Cau sa doa r6i nhé."

"T6i khong nghi thé, ciu cling chang hé nghi t6i sa doa, diing chi?"
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Vé mat nghiém tic hoi bién sac, Nezumi ¢6 t6 ra phdét 10.

"Phai r6i, Shion, hom nay cau linh Iwong & cho Inukashi ding khong?
Pi mua it thit kho va banh mi ve di."

"Ra chg mua a?"
"Cau biét cho nao khac ban thitc an u?"
"Khong biét... nhung ma..."

"Thit kho v6i banh mi. Khi mua xem cho ki, ditng c6 1an than mua
phai loai banh mi m6c meo va citng nhu da. Con nita, nhé mac ca, bét dugc
bao nhiéu hay bay nhiéu. T6i di day."

Ctra déng sam lai, tiéng buéc chan xa dan.

Mua thit kho va banh mi trwedc mat bon tré con. Nezumi bao minh lam
chuyén nay.

Thit kho va banh mi.

Bung Shion kéu on ot, nwdc bot cit tiét ra khong ngét. Cau chi méi an
bita trita do Inukashi dwa cho, gom mot mau banh mi citng va trai cay kho.

DPoi bung qua. Pa nhiéu ngay khéng an thit khé va banh mi mém roi.
Bung lai soi réo, nudc bot lai tiét ra.

Thém an qua. Mu6n nhanh chéng théa man cai bao ti trong rong.
Shion thé dai, kéo sup mii xudng.

Long tw bi nra voi caa cau thi lam dugc gi?

Cau suy ngam cau n6i cia Nezumi.
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Nezumi néi ding, minh chang lam dwgc gi cd. Minh chi dang gia vo
t0i nghiép bon tré nham an i lwong tdm minh ma théi. Pé théa man con
do6i cua ban than, minh mua thit va banh mi ngay treéc mat ching. BDay mai
mat that cia minh...Nezumi, ddy la diéu cau muén phai khong?

Trong tii do Shion cé vai dong bac 1é, d6 la tién lwong Inukashi tra
cho cau.

"Trong d6 bao gom tién cam ta cau hom nay da cham séc anh em cta
toi, khong phai ngay nao cling nhiéu thé dau nhé." Inukashi néi vdi giong
diéu hoi citng nhac.

Shion that long biét on Inukashi. C6 1€ tién cong mot ngay thé nay
ding la hoi nhiéu, nhung cling chi di mua vai miéng thit kh6 va hai ba cai
banh mi khéng méc. Trong can nha chét day sach gan nhw chang con gi bo
bung, cau cling khong thé nao ¢t dwa dam mai vao Nezumi. B&i vay, du
ban than khéng lam dwgc gi nhiéu, chi it miéng an cling phai ty xoay x6.

Shion day ctra budc ra ngoai. Con ché to cham chap dirng day di theo.
Khi Shion rao budc trén con duong vao chg, no cling bam sat got.

Ki nang tot qua. Xem ra tay nghé huan luyén ctia Inukashi rat ctr khoi,
Shion guwgng cuwdi nghi. Twr khi dén West Block, cdu da gap bao nhiéu
chuyén dang tram tr6é than phuc roi.

Hién gio 1a chiéu mudn, sac troi téi dan, tiéng chao maoi, cdi co cang
lic cang r6 rét. Moi ngwdi mua, ban, an, uéng trong nhitng can léu, sap
hang tam bg. Sau khi tat nang, nhiét do gidam xudng nhanh chéng, cé lé
khach san cia Inukashi sé dat khach lam day. T6i nay sé la m6t dém khé
khan cho nhitng ai khong chon nwong than khong noi swdi am.

Céc cb géi an mac hd hang nip trong con hém tdi tam 16i kéo khach
hang. Duwéi cung mdt bau trdi u &m, con cé nhitng ba 1do an mac rach rudi
ngoi co ro gan dé.

https://thuviensach.vn



Bon tré con n6 dua, ching khéo léo di chuyén tranh dong ngudi qua
lai, thé nhung thi thodng van bi la ray. Con ngudi 16n thi tiép tuc mua ban

an uong.

Khong biét ngay mai sé xdy ra chuyén gi. Tom lai, hm nay da song

)4

sot.
Cho nén phai an, cho nén phai uong.
Do 1a tat ca ¢ chon nay.
Trong khoang thoi gian con dugc séng ay,

Hay huwéng thu moi diéu ta khong cdm nhan dwgc nita khi thanh nam
xwong kho.

b4 1a tat ca.

La tat ca & chon nay.

La tat ca cua doi toi.

Co tiéng hat lac diéu vong lai tir dau do6. Shion dirng lai lang tai nghe.
Hai tay cau 6m mot tui thit kho va banh vira mua. Am thanh 6n ao huyén
nao don dap ap tdi, tiéng on tap nham dwong nhw doi lén tr long dat.
Nguon nang lwgng duwgc dp G bai nhitng con ngwdi luén khat khao sinh tén
lwét qua Shion. O day, méi nguwdi déu ndm chit 14y sy séng, ho tham lam
kéo dai cugc doi. Chinh vi khong c6 gi dam bao ngay mai ho con hit thd,

nén ho tim da moi cach dé song tiép. Nguon nang lwgng dd, sy huyén nao
do6 khong c6 cho & No.6, khong duwge phép ton tai & No.6.

Khi di trén con duong nay, Nezumi sé nghi gi nhi?

"Anh 0i."
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Co tiéng noi li nhi. Mot dita bé mac chiéc do bac mau dang ditng canh
Shion. T6c tai bu xu, mat may lem ludc, khéng nhin ra trai hay gai.

"Cho em mot it banh mi v@i." Bé cau xin lan nita, giong nho nhw tiéng
muoi kéu. "Em da ba ngay khong an gi r6i. Anh bo thi it banh mi cho em
di."

Mat miii di¥a bé nay hao hao c6 bé tén Lily ma Shion quen biét & Lost
Town.

"Banh mi..."
DPira bé chia ban tay nho xiu ra.

Tay Shion tho vao tii theo phan xa tw nhién. Ngay lic cau dinh lay
mot cai banh mi tron, co ai do tong manh vao lung cau. Ban tay bé xiu kia
lién thtra co Shion loang choang dé giat 1ay chiéc tui trén tay cau. Cung ldc,
lung cau lai bi tong manh thém lan nita, cad nguwdi nga khuyu xuong.

"Chay mau!"

Pita bé hét toang 1én, hoan toan khac giong néi li nhi ban ndy. May
da tré con la hét chay tan loan quanh Shion.

Con ché to khong sua, n6 chi gidm chan, nhdy bé vao nguoi dita bé
giat tii. Tiéng thét that thanh vang lén. Dita bé van 6m chat chiéc tii dung
thit kho va banh mi, nga rap dwdi dat. May miéng thit kho va mot cai banh
mi roi ra ngoai. Con cho to dung chan de léen minh d&a bé, ha mom nhe
nanh.

"Dirng lai! Che da!"

Shion v6i kéu 1én. Con ch6 phuc ting ménh lénh, ngdm mom lai, bat
man ngwdoc 1én nhin Shion.
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Ptra bé khong bé 16 co hoi, 1ap tirc bat dady 6m lay phiéc tii bé chay.
Pong tac lanh le, hét nhw nhitng con thu hoang nhé. Chi nhay mat, bong
lung bé xiu da bién mat tam trong dam doéng. Nhitng dita tré khac ciing
chay bién di.

"Loi hai qud..."

Shion khong khoi cam than treéc sy nhanh nhen cta dira bé. Sau do,
cau nhan ra gio khong phai Itic dé than phuc, cau voi nhat thit khé va banh
mi dwdi chan. Khi thdy phan thitc an con lai chwa téi mot phan ba nay,
Nezumi sé noi sao day? Chi im ldng nhun vai hay sé cuwdi ché nhao?

Shion cdi 4o dé goi banh mi va thit kho. Pay la bita téi cua cau va
Nezumi. Chac bon tré ay cling sé chia sé chit thitc an d6 véi nhau. Shion
biét Nezumi sé ché trach long ttr bi nay la ngay tho va vo nghia, nhung cau
lai thdy an long hon doi chuit.

Bon tré da cé cai dé 16t da t6i nay, du it 6i. Ban than minh hién gio
chdng co6 cach nao cttu ching thoat khoi doi khat. Nhung néu thit khé va
banh mi c6 thé giip ching tam thdi quén di con déi thi xem nhu cling c6
chit y nghia. Thay hét cach thi bo cudc la chuyén rat dé dang nhung qua
ngao man. Nezumi, cau khong thay thé u?

"Nay anh ban nho!" Trong quan nuéng vong ra tiéng no6i khan khan
cua ba chu. "PBung ding duc ra trudc ctta quan cua toi duege khong? Cau
dang can trd t6i budn ban day."

"A, xin 16i."

Shion v0i cti dau xin 16i, thé nhung ba cht qua ban biu phuc vu khach
hang nén ching con tdm tri ndo dé mit dén cau nita. O day khong ai lo
chuyén bao dong hay to0 mo théc mach chuyén nguoi khac. Cho du xay ra
cuwdp giat, an xin chét bén vé duong, cé ké bat dau gay go... cling chang
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mdy nguoi ban tdm. Thoéi quen nay tr lau da bién thanh mot phan tat yéu
ctia cudc soéng & day.

"Pugc r6i, ching ta vé thoi."

Shion giuc con ché di tiép thi phat hién n6 dang nhai ngau nghién.
"E? Khong 1& may..."

Con cho to nudt yc miéng thit trong miéng, trong né nhuw dang cuoi.

"May kiém dugc miéng thit kho do khi nao vay? Nhanh nhen qua
nhi."

Sau khi con ché to lifm mot vong quanh mom bang dau lwGi mau
héng, né bat dau cat budc. Nhin n6, Shion chot thdy buon cuoi.

Chay theo con ch6 mot luc, Shion bi Rikiga goi lai.

Ngoai mdt, Rikiga cho xuat ban tap chi khiéu dam, nhung sau lung
ong ta lai hanh nghé méi gi¢i mai dam dé muwu sinh. Trong s6 khach hang
cta Rikiga c6 ca cac quan chitc cap cao ctia No.6. Nezumi noéi ké nay thiéu
dao dtc lai gian xdo, da dut tui rat nhiéu tién bat chinh. Rikiga ciing la
nguwoi ma me ddn Shion di tim.

Theo nhw Rikiga ké, tir rat 1au roi, tredc khi No.6 dyng 1én bitc twong
kim loai dac biét dé ngan cach thanh pho, 6ng ta da quen biét va phai long
Karan. C6 diéu ong ta chi 6m méi tinh don phuong, Karan bdy gio chi
hitng thu véi nhitng bai bao do nguwdi phéng vién nang no Rikiga viét ma
thoi.

Nezumi con néi, "Pung la mot ga sa doa dién hinh."
Thé nhung Shion lai thdy ¢ nguwdi dan 6ng tirng yéu me minh mot khia

canh phong khoang ma cdu rat thich. Con nguwdi Rikiga chia hoan toan sa
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doa, 6ng ta con lwu git mot it phong thai cia ngwdi lam bao. Shion thay
vay.

Khuon mat Rikiga dé birng vi say, hai méat ciing van do, xem chirng da
uong kha nhiéu rugu.

"Chu Rikiga, chd nén uong it théi, nhw vay hai sttc khde lam."

"Shion, chau quan tdm dén chd qua, cam giac nhw Karan dang khuyén
chu vay. Trudc kia co6 ay cling néi vdi cha nhw thé. Co ay néi, khéng dugc
nhé, Rikiga, phai nghi cho sic khoe minh mot chut."

"Trudc kia me chau tirng noéi thé v?"

"Pung, nhung ma la trong mo. Tw khi gap chdu, Karan thuwong xuat
hién trong gidc mo cta chd. Méi lan xuét hién déu khuyén ran chu véi vé
mat dwgm buon. Ping udng nhiéu ruegu qud, ding budéng tha nita, dirng
quén nhitng gi minh nén lam..."

Ma Rikiga ttng hong, khac vdi sac mat do say. Rikiga ngoanh mat di,
lang tranh anh mat caa Shion.

"Mo ciling chi la mo thoi, c6 ay da c6 dira con trai 16n nhw chau, bé
ngoai va tam hon chac da khac véi thoi con tré."

"Me chéau ding la 16n tudi hon, cling phat twdng chit it, nhuwng néu me
chéau gap cha bay gio chac chan sé noéi nhitng 16i y nhw trong gidc mo cda
chq, vi tinh tinh cia me chau la thé ma."

Rikiga dwong nhv mudn néi gi dé, d6i moéi map may khong rd rang.

"Pirng nhac dén Karan nita... No6i that long chi van thdy buén. Hom
nay chau di mot minh a?"

"Chau di véi con cho."
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"Con ché nay thdy chu kha nghi nén sudt tir ndy dén gid' cit nhin cha
trirng tri'ng. Pirng ¢6 ma can tao nhé, con ché ngdc. Tuy chang dang dé tu
hao, nhung néng do con trong thit va mau tao cao lam nhé, may ma can tao
la l1an dung ra vi ngd doc rwou cap tinh ngay day."

Con ché to trgn mat nhin nguwdi dan 6ng say xin, khit miii nhiu may ra
chiéu chan ghét. That khéi hai. Shion cuwdi nghiéng nga.

"That tinh! Pay la thit cho gi vay... Nhuvng ma bén canh chau ngoai
con cho ra con ai khac khong?"

"Y chi 1a Nezumi u?"

"Pung ro6i, chinh la thang nh6c dién vién ma manh, thich mia mai
nguwoi khac dé. That tinh! Chwa gdp nguwdi nao doc mom doc miéng nhw

Zn

no.
"Chang phai chd hdm mo cau ay u?"

"DPo 1a khi chd chwa biét bo mat that cua né thoi. Eve trén san khau rat
tuyét voi, ai ma ngd no la thang nhoc con ba dau néi day, khong biét phép
tac gi cd. Khuén mat xinh dep la thé, sao toan phun ra nhitng 16i doc dia?
That tinh!"

"Bé&i vi Nezumi chi néi that."

Bat ké nhitng 10i cau dy ndi c6 cay doc, vo tinh dén dau, cling tuyét
déi la sy that. Bai thé nén 10i n6i cda cau ay trd thanh lwdi dao, miii gido
dam vao 16ng nguc, dé lai noi dau kho ngudi ngoai. D6 la ndi dau ma ca
doi sé chang thé ném trai néu khong gap dugc Nezumi. Moi khi siu trong
tam kham nhoéi dau, Shion biét, minh lai c6 sw thay doi & cho nao day, tuy
khong nhiéu, nhung né dang dan dan thay doi.
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Moi khi c6 cho nao sup do, sé lai c6 cho nao do6 hoi sinh, va réi xuat
hién mot con nguoi hoan toan mai.

Ting cau tirng chit cia Nezumi déu tao ra sy thay do6i kém theo noi
dau trén nguwdi Shion, budc cau phdi bién doi khong ngtrng. Shion rat tham
thia cai cdm gidc ban than minh dan dan thay doi vi ngudi khac nay.

"Shion, néu chau thay vat va thi c6 thé dén tim chu."

Rikiga dén gan Shion, thi thao. Mui bia reegu dp vao mat cau.

"Vat va? Y chd 1a sao?"

"Khoéng can gidu chi dau. Séng cung loai ngwdi nhw Eve khong cuc
kho mdi la. Va lai, cac chau dang & noi to6i tan lam phai khéng? C6 an uéng
dang hoang khong? C6 thé chd ca nghi, nhung néu chau bi Eve anh huong
roi tinh tinh cfing cyc doan nhu né thi gay go to. Um, phai r6i, chti khong

thé dé con trai Karan séng nhw vay dwoc, chau sang & v6i chu di, chu sé
cho chau an no ngu ngon."

"Khoéng can dau, chau khong van deé gi a."
"Nhwng chang phai Karan bao chau tGi tim chit sao?"

"Pung thé, nhung chau khong mudn gay rac roi cho chi. Chau 6n lam.
Va lai song cung Nezumi ciing kha vui."

"Song vd&i thang nhoc xdu tinh dé lam sao ma vui n6i. Pirng gong
minh nita, cha thdy chau song rat cyc kho, ngay ca do con khoéng cé dé
mac, that toi nghiép."

"Khong phdi, chau 1ay o goi banh mi va thit..."

Rikiga khong nghe Shion néi. Ong ta ddo mét mot vong roi bao.
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"Vwra hay c6 mot ctra hang, chung ta vao thoi."

Rikiga kéo Shion di vao mdt ctra hang c6 do quan chat dong nhu nui.
Pay hinh nhw la mét ctra hang ban quan 4o ci, trén tran nha treo da cac loai
quan 4o, tir nhitng b6 nhin biét ngay la do cii cho dén nhitng bo tréng chang
khac gi d6 méi.

"Xin chao quy khach."

Mot ngudi phu nit dang voc ttra tira ba chtt quan nwéng ban nay 16 dau
ra ti trong dong quan do. Thay khach dén la Rikiga, ba ta lién cuwdi niém
no.

"Ai cha, héa ra 1a anh Rikiga, xin m&i vao. Néu anh muén tim vay
dam lam qua thi gan day t6i c6 mot 16 hang rat dep, dita con gai nao nhan
dwge mon qua nhu thé chac chan sé vui mirng lam."

"Khong, hdm nay khong mua dé con gai. Tim cho thang bé nay chiéc
ao am phu hgp di."

Ba cht nheo mat nhin Shion tir dau dén chan.

"Cau bé dang yéu chua kia, mau toc dep that, gio gigi tré dang chudong
mau nay a?"

Shion kéo sup chiéc mii xuéng. Téc bac trang 6ng anh van rat bat mat,
ngay ca khi dang trong ctra hang t6i mu. Khong biét la cai gia phai tra hay
di chitng khi song sét trudc sw pha kén cua con ong ki sinh, chi trong mot
dém, toc Shion bac trang, con xuat hién vét seo mau do nhw ran bo kéo dai
tir chan 1én c6. Vét seo c6 thé che gidu bang quan 4o nhung téc thi hét cach.

MGt khubn mat tré trung v6i mai dau bac trang ki di rat dé khién nguoi
ta chd y. O West Block, ngudi nhé tudi bi rung téc hay cé téc bac vi suy
dinh dudng khong phdi la hiém, nhitng dita tré t6c mudi tiéu nhw ngwoi 16n
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tudi cling nhiéu. Nhung trang bac hoan toan va 6ng anh nhw Shion thi rat
hiém.

Ngay cd Nezumi ciling ti'ng vuot mai téc cau va tan thwdéng, "Mai toc
cau khong thé goi 1a trang nita, n6 gan nhw trong suot roi. Noéi that long, toi
thay toc cau bay gio dep hon hoéi xwa day."

"Con trai anh a? Khéng thé nao."

Ba chu ctta hang twoi cwdi nhin Shion, &nh mat soi méi nhu dang danh
gia mot mon hang khién cau thay khéng duwgc tw nhién.

"Chu Rikiga, chau khéng can 4o am dau."

"Chau néi gi cht, & day mua dong lanh lam. Chau gay nhu cay tre vay,
khong c6 40 4m lam sao s6ng qua mua dong? E! Ldy hang ra nhanh lén,
khong c6 t6i di cho khac."

Thay Rikiga tri‘ng mét, ba chi hoang hét, "DI nhién 1a c6, vira nhap

hang ma! Xin cho mot chut.”

Ba ta lan vao sau tdm réem nhéch nhac bé mot dong quan ao, "Anh ty
chon lya xem, day toan la hang t6t nhé."

Co6 phai hang tot hay khong thi chwa biét, nhung chung loai ding la
phong pht: do khodac dai, 4o khoac ngan, 4o 16ng, khan choang, quan ao thé
thao, di moi kich c@ 16n nhé, chat liéu, mau sac, toan bo chat déng nhuw nui.

"Héa ra van c6 noi c6 nhirng thit nay."

Shion bat gidc 1am bam. Bén ngoai toan nhitng nguwdi quan do rach ta
toi, run ray vi lanh céng, ché nay lai ngén ngon bao nhiéu la trang phuc.
West Block thoat trong ngheo déi nhuwng that ra lai c6 sy phan biét giau
ngheo ro rét.
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"Shion, dirng khach sdo, thich céi nao thi lay di."
"Nhwng ma, chd Rikiga khong can t6t v6i chau thé dau..."

"Khong sao, con trai cua Karan cling nhw con trai chud vay, chau ctt coi
nhu cha chau mua cho chau di."

Shion chép chép mat, nhin cham cham vao gwong mat wng dé caa
Rikiga. Cé 1€ hoi men khién 6ng ta khong con tinh tdo canh gidc nhu binh
thwong. Nhitng 10i Rikiga ndi lic nay, co thé la tiéng long ctia 6ng ta. Chac
Rikiga khong c6 nguwdi than, van song c6 doc & West Block, cho nén khi
thdy con trai cia c6 gai minh tirng yéu, ong ta bong muén dwgc sam vai
nguoi cha gwong mau trong gia dinh. Rikiga ti do va c¢6 doc. Ong ta manh
mé khi giao dich ngam vé&i nhitng doi twgng la quan chitc cap cao cua No.6,
yéu dudi khi chan ghét cudc song don ddc.

Con ngudi that phitc tap. Manh mé va yéu dudi, am va dwong, anh
sang va bong to0i, thanh thién va ta a&c. M6i con ngudi déu cé hai mat nhw
thé. Tt nhitng kién thitc hoc dugc ¢ No.6, Shion biét thuc thé con ngwoi
duwgc cau thanh bdi mudn van nhan t6, khong sao dém xué.

Gen di truyén ctia co thé nguoi c6 khodng ba muoi hai nghin loai,
protein khoang mét tram nghin loai, nhiém sac thé khoang ba ti loai, roi
con ca no-ron, sgi collagen, dai thic bao, cau tao 16p co, lwgng mau tuan
hoan. Khéi kién thitc d6 chac chan khéng hé vo ich. Thé nhuwng mudn hiéu
duwgce con ngwoi lai 1a mot van dé hoan toan khac. Khong phai chuyén doi
thong tin thanh con s6 dé tinh toan, la ching ta sé thau hiéu duwgc do phirc
tap cling nhw ban chat con nguoi.

Shion da hoc dugc diéu nay sau khi dén day song cung Nezumi.
"Thé chau khong khach sdo nita."

"Di nhién, vdy m@i phai chit. Mudn cai nao? Co6 thich cai nao khong?"
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Shion chon mot chiéc 4o khoac day mau den nhat, "Cai nay di, trong
no6 rat am ap."

"Chéau thich mau don diéu vay sao? Thé thi hdy chon cai 4o len twoi
tan doi chit. Chau con tré, mau sang sé hgp hon."

"Khong, khong can mua nhiéu dau a."
"Chéu noi gi chit, mac moi mét ao khoac lam sao du chong rét?"
"Pung roi day, cau bé i, 4o len ctia ching t6i am lam, cau c thi di."

Ba chu rit manh mot chiéc 4o len ra, ndi quan 4o do sap xudng san, y
nhu tuyét 16.

"Oi 6i, gay go 10i, thanh that xin 16i."

Rikiga tac Iudi, "Co lam an kiéu gi vay! Nhu thé lam sao ma chon
dugc? Pung khong, Shion. Shion... chau sao vay?"

RO rang Rikiga dang noi chuyén ngay bén canh, nhung am thanh lai
khong lot vao tai Shion. Cau chi nhin cham cham vao mén do6 16 ra bén
duwéi déng quan do. Am thanh va mau sic déu bién mat, chi duy nhat thi d6
ton tai trong tam nhin cta Shion.

Chiéc 4o khoac ngan mau xam pha chtt xanh nén na, cham tay vao la
biét may ttr chat liéu cao cadp, noi tay do cé dinh khuy to ban. Cau tirng nhin
thay no.

"Pay la..."
Ban tay nam lay chiéc do cia Shion run Ién.

Cho vai ao c6 vét rach, nhung da dugc mang bang chi den. Mat mot
chiéc khuy, cé dau vét bi kéo rach.
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Tay Shion run lay bay, khong sao kiém ché dugc.

"Cau bé thich chiéc do nay ha? Nhung day la do nit ma. Mdc du la
hang cao cdp nhung nhé hon cd ngudi cau nhiéu, dao khodc mau den ban
nay hop vGi cau hon."

"Co lay n6 & dau..."
"Gi co?"
"Co0 lay chiéc 4o nay & dau?"

Shion hét 1én. Du cau khong c6 y de doa nhung ba chu cling giat minh,
lui lai niva buéc.

"Chiéc 4o khoac nay c6 lay & dau ra... lay & dau ra vay?"

"Shion!" Twr dang sau, Rikiga dat tay Ién vai Shion. "Sao vay? Sao
chau kich dong thé? Chiéc 4o khoac nay c6 van dé gi u?"

Shion hit mot hoi roi thd ra, siét chat chiéc ao.
"N la... cua Safu."

"Safu? Safu la ai?"

"Mot ngudi ban... rat quan trong..."

"Ban? La ban & thanh pho do6 u?"

"Pung vay."

"Chau c6 nhin nham khong? Nhitng chiéc do thé nay dau dau ciling

Zn

co.
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Shion nghién chat rang, mudn ché ngy con run rdy noi canh tay. Cau
lac dau.

Khéng thé nao nham dugc, né 1a do khoac cua Safu. Pay la mén qua
do nguwoi ba duy nhét cia Safu tang cho c6. Véi tham mi con trai, Shion
thdy né quy phdi va dang yéu, rat hgp véi khuon mat sac sao caa Safu.

"Ba cau hiéu cau that, dé ba chon déu rat hgp véi cau.”

"Pung thé, ba la ngudi nudi nang minh t¥ nho tdi 16n ma. Shion, néu
la cau thi sé chon 4o khoac nhu thé nao dé tang minh?"

"Ho? Tién lwong ctia minh khong mua néi chiéc do dat tién thé kia
dau."

"Chi 1a vi du th6i ma, minh muon biét cau sé chon do nhw thé nao."
"Um... kh6 nghi qua."
"Suy nghi di, giai bai toan kho la s@ treong cua cau con gi?"

Do 1a cudc chuyén tro gitra ho, khi ca hai sanh vai buéc trén con pho
muia déng nim ngodi. Anh mit trdi xuyén qua ké 14 roi xuéng mai téc Safu,
chiéc 4o khoac ciling nhw birng sang 1én. Lan dau tién Shion nhan ra nguoi
ban thanh mai triic ma cia minh xinh dep dén nhuong nao. Anh mit troi
mua dong, nu cudi mim diu dang, chiéc 4o khoac mau xam...

Tai sao chiéc do khodc lai xuat hién & noi nay? Tai sao? Tai sao...

"Tai sao?" Shion truy hoi ba chia ctra hang. "Tw dau va lam thé nao c6
c6 dugce chiéc do khoac nay? Noi cho toi biét di, nhanh Ién!"

"Shion, binh tinh mot chit." Rikiga buwdc dén trwdc mit ba cha. "E,
nhap hang tir dau vay? Tuon ra ti* No.6 phdi khong? Hay la..."
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Nu cuwdi niém nd trén mat ba chu bién mat, thay bang vé mat day hoai
nghi va bat can.

"Cac nguoi dang noi gi? That tinh! Vi la anh Rikiga nén t6i mdi phuc
vu tan tinh, gid mudn sao day? T6i nhap hang tir dau lién quan gi dén cac
ngwoi? Hay la cac ngudi tinh gay kho dé, thira co doi ha gia? Him! Dirng
c6 dua vGi ba day nhé."

"Ai dua vGi c6. Tai sao khong néi dugc? Co dang lo ngai diéu gi?
Chang 1€ 1a nhap hang tir chg den nén khong dam néi?"

"No6i bay noi ba! To6i mé ctra hang lam an dang hoang. Néu cac nguwoi
muon tim c@ gay su thi bién di. Bién! Bién mau di!"

Ba chua hét toang lén. Thay vay, Rikiga van nguoc tay ba ta ra sau roi
an nguoi ba ta xuéng mdt ban.

"Anh muén lam gi? D6 vii phu!"

"Néu khong mudn bi bé gdy tay thi khai mau di! R6t cudc da 1ay chiéc
ao khoac nay bang cach nao?"

"Nhat tir bai rdc cia No.6, chiéc 4o noi trén mat nwdc thai chay tw
trong thanh pho ra. T6i chi nhat n6 vé thoi. Pau qua!"”

"Bai rac thai nuwdc ban u? Gan day to6i khong nghe néi c6 chuyén do."

"Chuyén xdy ra lau r6i... Sao cling dugc, toi chi nhat rac vé thoi, muon
xtt ly n6 thé nao la quyén tu do cua t6i, khong dén lwgt cac ngudi néi nay
noi no."

"C6 néi doi!" Shion hét 1én, "Khong thé nhw thé dwoc! Pay la chiéc do
khoac quan trong cua Safu, khong doi nao cau ay virt no6 di."

"Trong ctra hang la 16i om som gi d6?"
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Ctra sau m@ toang, mot ngwoi dan ong di vao.

Than hinh ga vam v&, cao phéi dén hai mét, nang phai dén tram can.
Pau ga lang o, mat miii bam trgn. Pa vao mua nay ma ga chi mac doc mot
chiéc 4o coc, trén doi canh tay co bap cuén cudn c6 hinh xam bo cap va
dau lau.

"Minh oi! Minh vé ding lic 1am, mau dudi c6 hai ngwoi nay gitp
em." Du dang bi Rikiga dé nghién xuéng, nhung ba chu da cuwoi. "Chong ba
khong phdi dang vira dau nhé, bé gay c6 la chuyén com bita thoi. Néu cac
nguwoi con muén song thi mau cut di."

Rikiga buong ba chu ra, mdt tinh rui.
"Minh con Ié mé a, cho may tén nay biét tay di."
Ga kia im lang, cui thap dau.

"0, da lau khong gip, Conk. M&i d6 ma di thanh 6ng chi cra hang
quan 4o cti roi co day."

"M&i dugc mot thang thoi..."

"Thé thi chic mirng anh nhé. Vay cé thé phién anh hoi c6 vo méi cudi
xinh dep gitp, r6t cudc da 1ay chiéc 4o khoac nay tir dau khong? Vg anh co
chédp qua khong chiu noéi that."

Ga dan ong tén Conk nhin cham cham vao chiéc do khoac trong tay
Shion mot hoi r6i néi véi ba chu, "N6i that véi anh Rikiga di!"

"Minh sao vay? Sao phai nghe 10i tén nay?"

"Ngay xua toi titng duwgc anh Rikiga chiéu c6. N6i mau di!"
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Thdy Conk tri'ng mat, ba cha gian dién 1én, "htrm" mot tiéng quay
ngoat di.

"T6i chi mua lai tir trung gian thoi, lam sao biét tén do6 1ay hang & dau
chg."

Rikiga than nhién vach ra, "C6 ndi doi, lam sao c6 khong biét nguon
goc cuia hang hoéa dugc."”

"Khong biét 1a khong biét! Lién quan gi dén t6i!"

Conk siét chat nam dam, toan san t6i. Rikiga v0i ngan ga lai, hoi ba
chu, "Thé thi cho t6i biét ngwdi trung gian la ai, chi can biét tén, t6i sé doan
duwgc hang lay tw dau.”

Ba chu khong tra 10i. Rikiga moc tdi 4o ra may to tién, nhét vao tay ba
ta.

"C6 chi ty lam bam tén cta thang trung gian thoi, ching t6i tinh co
nghe dugc. Chuyén chi c6 thé, sé khong gay phién phitc cho c6 dau."

Ba chu liéc nhin nhitng to tién trong tay, mat van quay sang mot bén,
budng thong, "La Inukashi, mot dita nhéc ki quéc kiém an nho vao nhitng
con cho."

Con ch6 to nam bén chan Shion dong tai 1én.
Rikiga lam bam, "Inukashi v? Vay nguon hang la Trai Cai tao."
"Trai Cai tao!"

"Pung vay, chd nghe néi tén nhéc d6 ngdm ngam budn ban tw trang
cua pham nhan."
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Tim nging dap. Shion cadm thay tim minh ding yén, khong thé duogc,
trong 10 tai c6 tiéng ndi vang vong.

Trai Cai tao, pham nhan, Trai Cai tao, pham nhan, Trai Cai tao...
"Y chii néi la... Safu & trong Trai Cai tao u?"

"Pung thé, va chac khong dwgc doi xwr tot, cé 1€ la bi bat, cé 1€ la
pham t0i gi do."

Shion siét chat chiéc 4o khodc mau xam, lao ra khéi ctta hang.
Inukashi, minh phai di tim Inukashi, minh phai hoi ré chan twéng.
"Shion!"

O ding sau, tiéng goi cua Rikiga héa thanh con gié thoang, bién mat
khong tam tich.

T ndy dén gio, dang di ctia nguoi dan 6ng dé rat quai la. Hinh nhw
anh ta da uong say, buéc loang cha loang choang.

Cau bé muoi hai tudi Juse thay la nén dirng xe dap lai. Ca nha Juse
song & can ho bén trai kia, trong mdt goc ctia cong vién nho ma moi khu
dan cu déu c6. Du khong sanh bang céng vién ritng cay nhung do cling la
mot cong vién yén tinh day mau xanh.

Cau vtra day chiéc xe dap leo nidi, mon qua cha tang vao sinh nhat
muoi hai tudi, vira doi theo béng lung nguwdi dan 6ng. Cau khong tai nao
phét 10 anh ta dwgc. Mac du me hay cam ram rang "Khoéng dwoc xia vao
chuyén ctia nguoi khac, con hay lo chuyén bao dong qua, nhu thé khong tot
dau. Co phdi di truyén tir 6ng khong vay!", nhung Juse lai nghi, néu ding la
di truyén tir 6ng thi tot qua.
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Juse rdt quy ong. Ngay xwa ong tirng la thay thd, ltc Juse con nho 6ng
hay dé chau trai ngoi trén dui minh va ké chuyén cho cau nghe. Cau chwa
tirng thay bién ca, nhitng con cé voi to bang ngon nui, nhitng vung dat phu
day bang tuyét quanh nam su6t thang, nhitng dan buém hang nghin hang
van con bay lwgn trén khong, nguwdi khong 16 song trén may xanh, sinh vat
than bi ngt say duwéi day bién, yéu tinh, phép thuat, cudc chién gitta cac vi
than... Du me khong thich nhung cé mét dao Juse cuc ki say mé nhitng cau
chuyén than thoai ma 6ng ké.

Lén 1én, Juse theo hoc tai trudng do S& Gido duc chi dinh. Chang bao
lau sau, gido vién nhan dinh cau mac chitng hoang twéng, phai theo doi sat
sao, con noéi néu tiép tuc thé nay, mai sau sé rac r6i. Me khéc 16c, cha hoang
mang, con Juse bi chuyén sang 16p ca biét, phai hoc theo phwong trinh gido
duc dac biét trong suét mot nam. P6 la ménh lénh budc phai phuc tung.
Nhitng cudn sach c6 Juse muwgn ctia 6ng déu bi ném bo. Vai thang sau, cau
chang con thay 6ng dau nita.

Ong da dén "Ngb6i nha hoang hon". Moi ngudi déu néi dé 1a niém
hanh phtic 16n lao d6i v6i mot ngudi gia. Thé nhung, Juse da nhiéu lan
trum chan khéc tham vi nh¢ 6ng. Trong nhitng dém khéc dén mét 1a roi
thiép di, cdu hay nam mong thay nhitng gidc mo than thoai ma ong tirng ké.

Mot nam sau, Juse khéng con ké vé con ca voi khong, nhitng yéu tinh
c6 doi canh trong sudt nita. Nguwdi 16n cudi cung cling yén tam. Tuy nhién,
nhitng cdu chuyén ay van an nap trong sau tham tdm hon cau thiéu nién,
van song dong nhu ngay nao, khong gi c6 thé x6a nhoa. C6 1€ vi thé ma gio
day Juse van hay dé y chuyén cta nguai khac.

Nguwoi nay lam nghé gi nhi? Pang suy tu gi?

Juse thwong bat chgt dam chiéu. Bong thoi cau ciing biét khong duwgc
noi ra cam nghi ctia minh.
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"Al" Juse ca kinh kéu Ién. C4u thdy ngudi dan 6ng ngd xuéng canh
goc cdy dé gai, dang rén ri day dau dén.

Juse dung ngay ngan chiéc xe dap roi chay voi dén ché anh ta. Hinh
nhw ciu thdy cé gi d6 mau den bay ra tiw co thé dang nam dwdi dat Ay,
nhung cdu khong kip xac dinh né la gi. Toan than ngwoi dan 6ng co giat roi
bat dong.

"Chu oi..."

Juse s@ sét goi, nhoai nguwdi nhin mat nguwdi dan 6ng no. Lién do, cau

ra len.
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1én tirng hoi.

- Than thoai Ai Cap: DAi tai ctia vua la doi tai ltra, Tanaka Hideyoshi

Nezumi rdo buéc trén con phé vé dém. O noi day, dém va den gan nhu
la t* dong nghia. Sau khi nguon sang ty nhién bién mat, noi nay tré thanh
mot thé gidi den kit, tat ca déu bi mau den bao trum.

Thi thodng, tir nhitng tip 1éu tam bg chan gi6 che mwa c6 chit anh
sang le 16i hat ra, nhing ciing nhanh chéng tat lim, nhuwong ché cho mau
den tham dam c6 quanh va gia rét khién da thit dwdi 16p ao tré nén té cong,
tat cad cung nhau chi ph6éi man dém. Ngay cd lan hoi trang thd ra noi miéng
cling bi tdm man den d6 nudt ching.

Nezumi ngwdc nhin bau trdi khong mot gon may véi hang ha sa so
tinh ti dang 14p lanh. Sdng sém ngay mai chac sé lanh hon, va lai cé vai
nguoi chét cong trong gi6 rét. S6 phan tham khdc duwdi ngan sao. O chén
nay, chang ai cho rang bau troi mua dong day sao la dep dé ca.

Nezumi dirng lai, dam dam doi nhin thanh pho dep dé dang xa, thanh
pho anh sang strng sitng gitta dém t6i, thanh phé Thanh No.6.

N6 giong ong vua Midas trong than thoai, cham vao thit gi 1a bién
dwgc thanh vang, ca thanh pho déu lap lanh anh vang.

Trong bong t6i lanh gia, Nezumi khé bat cuoi.
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Kha nang bién moi thit cham vao thanh vang khién vua Midas khong
thé cam nam dugc thit gi dé an dé udng, ngay ca dira con gai yéu quy cling
bi bién thanh khoi vang. Cudi cung, han hiéu ra ban than tham lam va ngu
xuan dén nhwong nao, phai cau xin than linh tha thi.

No.6, con may thi sao? H&i thanh pho dang ngao nghé cui nhin sy tam
toi, tw phat ra hao quang doi trd va huw ao, r6i sé c6 ngay may phai quy
xuong van xin tha thit. Nhung chang cé than linh nao tha thi cho may dau.
May sé mdc 4o sgi vang roi sup do, lui tan, tan theo may khoi.

Tao nhat dinh sé song dén khi dwgc tan mat chitng ki€n ngay tan cua
may.

Nezumi quan chat tdm vai siéu sgi vao minh roi buwdc ti€p. Con chudt
duwgc Shion dat tén la Hamlet tho dau ra tir nép ao, khé kéu chit chit.

DPing, minh phai s6ng tiép, giong nhuw ngay xwa, dau nam bep di trén
mat dat cling phai tim cach song tiép. Tranh xa moi nguy hiém, mai sac
nanh vuot, chd dén ngay c6 thé vo lay yét hau ké dich ma nhai ngau
nghién. Phai song cho dén ngay dé.

Phdi tiép tuc song, nhat dinh phai lam dugc...
Nezumi tho tay vao tdi quan, trong d6 c6 mau giay cua Karan
Safu bi Cuc Tri an bat di roi. Hay cttu con bé. K

N6 van chwa dwa cho Shion xem. Phai xt ly mau gidy thé nao day?
Nezumi dau cd dau. N6 khong biét nén viit di hay ¢t dua cho Shion xem
ro6i mac ké. N6 biét rat ro, dau dau, do dy hodc hoang mang déu la nhitng
moi nguy. La trdi hay phai, Ién hay xuong, la chién dau hay rit lui, bé roi
hay bado vé, phan doan trong tich tac sé quyét dinh séng hay chét. N6 chwa
tirng phan doan sai, nén mai song sét dugc dén bay gio.
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Mau gidy nay rat nguy hiém. Thé thi vitt di théi. Phéi chén vui vao tan
cung bong t6i nhitng ndi do dv va hoang mang c6 thé gay nguy hiém dén
tinh mang!

Do 1a lIya chon ding dan. Tai sao khong lam theo? Tai sao phai mat
mot khodn tién 16n thué ngwoi diéu tra Trai Cai tao? That tinh! Sao lai ngu
ngoc dén thé...

Nezumi dirng lai. N6 ditng yén tai chd, nhin chdm cham vao khoang
t0i. P6 1a mot con déc moc day cay dai, cach cho & cia né muwoi may
thuoc.

"Ai day?" Nezumi ha giong hoi.

Gi6 lanh thodng qua, canh cdy tro trui lay lat, trén dau vong xudng
tiéng xao xac kho khoc.

Boéng den di chuyén, vong dén tiéng 14 roi con khé khang hon ca tiéng

. 7

gio.

"May phat hién tré qua." Co tiéng cuwdi khodi tra. "Chang giong may
chit nao, may dang than tho gi day?"

"Hoa ra la may, Inukashi."

Mai toc den va lan da nau giup Inukashi rat dé an nap. Nhung da dén
gan thé nay ma minh khong phat hién ra, that so y qua. Minh bi lam sao thé
nhi?

"May ma la tao, néu may c lo la su6t thi c6 muwdi cdi mang cling
khong da dé chét dau, Eve." Inukashi goi nghé danh ctia Nezumi roi cuoi
khi.
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"Tao chwa tirng nghi may la doi twgng an toan, nhat la khi mai phuc
tao trén dwong vao ban dem." Nezumi vira dap vua lui lai. "C6 chuyén gi
ha Inukashi? Khong 1é da nam dugc thong tin roi uw?"

Giogng diéu cua Inukashi tré nén nghiém tuc, khong bong dua nira.
"Xay ra tinh huéng khan cap."

"Tinh huéng khan cap?"

"Vira ndy... that ra la s6ém hon nita, Shion dén tim tao."

"Shion?"

MGt cdm giac bat an nhéi 1én trong l1ong Nezumi.

"Khong lién quan gi dén cong viéc tdm cho cd. Cau dy mang mot
chiéc a0 khoac mau xam ra, truy hoi cé phai tao da 1dy né & Trai Cai tao
khong."

"Ao khoac mau xam... do nir a?"

"Pulng vay. Du cho vai do hoi rach, nhung dé la hang cao cap. Mot
trong nhitng mon do tao lay tir Trai Cdi tao roi ban lai cho cita hang quan
ao ci."

L.a d6 caa cai co tén Safu kia u?
Nezumi quay madt di, thd dai.
"ROi sau do?"

"Sau do6? Tao phéi hoi may mai dung! Pay la tro gi vay Nezumi?
Shion no6i chiéc 4o khoac la ctia ban cau ay. Ciing titc 1a, mot ngwdi ban cta
Shion la pham nhan bi bat nhét trong Trai Cai tao. Con may, ban trira maéi
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dwa tién cho tao, dé tim thong tin ctia Trai Céi tao. Pirng bao véi tao la hai
chuyén khong lién quan dén nhau, ché ciing chang thém tin dau. May dinh
di cttu ban ctia Shion day a?"

Nezumi khong tai nao tra 10i dugc, vi n6 khong thé khang dinh va
cling chang thé pha dinh.

"Sao lai thé dugc? Lam gi c6 chuyén may liéu mang vi mot nguoi
khong quen biét chiz."

"Chura chac phai chét."

Inukashi hit mot hoi sau trong bong dém, "May dang mé sang a! B¢ la
Trai Céi tao day! Cho du 1én vao thanh céng cling khong thé song sot tr@
ra. Nezumi, dirng nudi y nghi ngu ngoc dé niva!"

"0? May lai biét lo ling cho tao co day, that 1a bat ngd."

"Tao chang lo lang gi cho may hét! Mot con chudt, muén song muon
chét dinh dang gi dén tao. Nhung ma Shion thi sao? Cau ay biét ban minh &
dau r6i day! Chang phai cau ay la mot cau am ngdy tho khd khao w? Nhat
dinh cdu 4y cho rang Trai Cai tao chang qua la noi thi hanh 4n ma théi, chi
can di n6p don xin la sé dugc gap mat ban mimh. Néu khong ngan cén, cau
ay nhat dinh sé di, sau do6... b6 mang."

Inukashi im bdt. Man dem dvong nhw den hon. Cay cling lang thinh.
"May cho tao ¢ day chi dé n6i chuyén nay v? Vat va cho may roi."

Nezumi budc tGi, gitt 1dy doi vai Inukashi ngay khi n6 toan tranh né.
Chi can cam nhan dwgc hoi hwém, Nezumi c6 thé nam ré ci dong cua
nguoi doi dién.

"Shion mu6n thé nao la chuyén cta cau dy, khong lién quan tdi tao."
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"Thé tai sao may lai lén it tham do? Tai sao gidu Shion di thu thap
thong tin cua Trai Cai tao?"

Nezumi siét manh ba vai gay tro xwong cta Inukashi. Inukashi kéu
dau. Nezumi ghé miéng vao tai n6 thi tham, "Pting nhiéu chuyén, may chi
can lam tot viéc tao nho la duoc roi."

Nezumi tha tay ra, co thé gay go cia Inukashi suyt ditng khéng virng.

"May chi ké cho Shion biét xuat xi¢ ctia chiéc do khoac, khong nhac
dén chuyén tao nhd chid?"

"Di nhién." Inukashi dudi dudi canh tay té ran. "Ma, Shion sé tv di
mot minh ddy. Shion twdng may khong biét gi ca, cho nén cau dy sé gidu
may dé ty di m6t minh, vi nghi rang khong thé lam lién luy dén may dugc."

"May biét nhidu thé? May 1a b Shion déy a?"

"Khong phéi b6 ciing biét tong. Tinh tinh Shion thé nao, chac may
hiéu rd hon tao chit, cho nén may méi giau cau ay, am tham hanh dong."

"Nhiéu chuyén qua!"

Giong Nezumi trd nén gat gong, cam xuc dao dong, hoi thé loan nhip.
Nhung Inukashi duwong nhw khong ban tdm, nhon nhon néi tiép, "Néu
Shion 1a nguwdi quan trong ma may khong mudn danh mat thi t6t nhat nén
bdo vé cau dy dén cung. Mudn bao vé thi dirng cé si dién nita. P6 ngoc!
May twdng minh gidi giang, chuyén gi cling c6 thé giau giém nguwoi ta, roi
ganh vac mot minh v? Pirng cé tw cao nhu thé."

"Inukashi!"

Inukashi lui lai trede khi Nezumi kip san t6i. N6 quy goi, cwdi nhat,
"May thua r6i, Nezumi."
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"May néi gi ha?"

"Mot ké co6 thit can bao vé nhw may da thua roi. By la luat choi & noi
nay, khong phai thé v? May chiu thua di."

Nezumi giam chan nhdy dén triudc mat Inukashi, vat nga doi tha dang
dinh tau thoat.

"May béo tao thua roi v? Bét néi nham!"

"Tao khong ndi nham. Nezumi, néu la may trwdc kia dau dé gi bi tao
khiéu khich nhv thé, cling khong thé lo nghi that than khi dang di trén
dwong pho trong dém."

Inukashi binh than bdo Nezumi buong minh ra. Sau khi ding day,
Inukashi lai thé dai, "May van chwa nhan ra v, Nezumi?"

"Gl chu?"

Tiéng huyt sdo bat chgt vang 1én nhw xé toac man dém. Vira huyt séo
xong, Inukashi lui lai may buwdc. Trong bong t6i xudt hién nhiéu dom Itra
do 1. Rat nhanh, Nezumi nhan ra d6 1a mat cta li ché.

Nezumi da bi l&i ché bao vay. Bon chiing im lang, ti tir siét chat vong
vay.

"Nhitng con nay tao huan luyén dé gitr nha, khong giong dam lic trira
dau."

Giong Inukashi vong lai tit ché xa hon ban nay.

"May chang mdy may phat gidc da buwéc vao vong vay cta dan ché.
Puing la m6t sai 1am khong twdéng, Nezumi a. Pay chinh la diém yéu cua
may lic nay. Btrng noéi la Shion, ké ca ban than minh may ciing chang béo
vé noi."
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Sau khoanh khac im lang ngan ngti, mét ménh lénh gay gon vang ra.
"Xong lén!"

Pan cho6 nhao téi. Hung han nhung uyén chuyén, chiing phéng qua
dau Nezumi bay gio dang khuyu chan duwéi dat. Nezumi ditng bat day, bat
ngo da manh mot cai.

Ang ang.

MGt con ché rén 1én, nga phich xudng dat. Nezumi chang kip thd, con
ké tiép da phong tdi, can vao canh tay quan vai siéu sgi ctia nd. Nezumi hat
con cho xudng dat, ditng dya vao mot than cay.

"Inukashi, con tiép tuc lam can, tao sé khong khach sao dau."

Nezumi tudt con dao ra khéi bao da, diéu chinh lai nhip thd, dém so
lwgng dom ltra do. Con bon con.

"L ch6 quan trong ctia may bi cat ¢6 cting mdc ké lu6n a?"

Giong Inukashi vong lai tr vi tri ban nay, "Co gioi thi lam th di. Nay
gio mdi la khéi dong thoi, tiép theo sé khong lich thiép 1én titng con mot
dau, ca bon sé cung tan cong..."

Inukashi chwa dit 101, Nezumi da nhdy bd vé phia giong néi. Gan nhu
cung lic, ba vai Nezumi truyén dén mot con dau nhdi.

"Cut di!"

Chudi dao gb vao tran con ché. Cung vdi tiéng vai rach toac, con ché
den vang ra xa.

"Inukashi!" Nezumi tum toc kéo Inukashi nga lan, de 1én nguoi va ghi
chét c6 hong né. "Béo i cho lui ra, néu khong..."
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Inukashi cuwdi 19, "Khong thi sao? Giét tao a?"
"Néu may muon thé."
"Ngay ca mot con ch6é may cling khong dam giét, may giét noi tao u?"

Lan nay tGi lwgt Nezumi cwdi khé, "Badi vi hom nay tao quén khong
mang theo dao dé thay."

"Gl ca?"

"Mot khi da dinh mau cho, 1wdi dao sé bi cun. Vi may nén tao mdi
khong lam vay ban con dao day."

Inukashi ring minh, "D6 khon, dirng tay! May ci thir giét tao xem, ca
dan cho sé xong lén xé xac may."

"Vay ha? Chang phai may la con dau dan cda ching v? Tao nghe néi
khi ché dau dan bi ha thi i con lai sé mat y chi chién dau."

"Khoéng, lam gi c6 chuyén dé! Dirng tay lai di, sé nguy hiém day."
"Bao chung lui ra."
"Biét r6i ma."

Inukashi bing tay, dan cho lién d6i hwéng, tich tac da bién mat trong
bong t6i.

"Hoa ra la vay, may huan luyén t6t day."

"Cam on 10i khen, mac du tao chang thay vui. May nang qua, c6 thé
xuong khéi ngudi tao chwa? Tao v6i may khong can dong phim tinh cam &
day dau."
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"Tao phai n6i cau d6 méi ding. Cho du la trén san khau tao ciling
khong muon dién chung véi may."

Buong Inukashi ra, Nezumi cit con dao r6i héi. "Tai sao may phai lam
thé?"

Inukashi phui la kho dinh trén ao, tdc lw6i dap. "DPay la bai tap luyén
ma tao dac biét chuan bi cho may."

"Cai gl co?"

"Tao chi mudén cho may biét rang may khong manh nhw may twéng.
May qua that rat gioi, chang may ai du sitc giang co v6i dan ché cua tao lau
nhu vay."

"Cam on 10i khen, du tao chang thdy vui chit nao."

"Thé nhung, may khong phai siéu nhan hay quai vat, may chi 1a mét
con nguwoi. Ma nhitng viéc mot con ngwoi c6 thé lam dugc, la hitu han."

Ba vai Nezumi nh6i dau, mau chdy xuéng canh tay. Nezumi chgt nhé
ra do la vét thwong bi sing ban ma bon nam tredc Shion da x ly gidp no.

"Nezumi."

Tir xa vong lai tiéng goi ctia Shion. Anh sang ctia chiéc dén xach tay
cang lic cang gan.

"Ay da, cau 4m dich than ra dén roi, thé thi tao rit trudc day." Ngiing
choc lat, Inukashi boi thém mot cau. "Nezumi, ndi bo No.6 c6 mot vu lum
xum ki la."

"Vu lum xum ki 1a?"
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"Tinh hinh cu thé phdi diéu tra m@i biét. Tao chi nghe néi dang lan
truyén bénh la, nhung chwa chac chan lam, tao sé diéu tra ki hon. Con nita,
thong tin vé Trai Cdi tao cling sap tGi tay réi. Hinh nhu trai cling c6 bién
dong bat thuwong. Xem chirng khong lau nita sé cé kich hay. Miii ché da
danh hoi thady mui r6i, cho nén..."

"Cho nén?"
"Tao sé giup may mot tay."

Inukashi v6 manh vao vai Nezumi. Con dau doi 1én, Nezumi rén ri,
om vai khuyu xu6ng.

"Tao rut day. Lién lac sau."

Pong tac cua Inukashi con chdp nhoang hon 1t ché ban ndy, lan vao
béng dém roi mat dang. Nguwoc lai, budc chan ctia Shion cang lic cang gan.

"Nezumi, xdy ra chuyén gi vay?"

Shion cam chiéc den soi vao Nezumi trong khi né ditng day, bong cau
tron to mat.

"Sao vay? Cau dang chay mau kia."
"Bi cho tdn cong."
"Bi cho tdn cong? Tai sao?"

"La cho6 hoang. Chac né nghi t6i la chu thé trang dé thuwong. Phai roi,
sao cau lai dén cho nay?"

Hamlet 16 dau ra ti* miéng tdi do khoac cua Shion.

"La n6 bdo toi dén. T6i twdng cau xay ra chuyén gi."
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"Cho nén ciu dén dé cttu t6i? Chi v6i mot chiéc deén trong tay?"

"Pung vay." Shion ghé deén lai soi vét thwong réi cau may. "Phai
nhanh chéng x ly méi dugc. Chiing ta vé thdi. Co di duge khong?"

"Co gi ma khong dugc."

Shion lu6n tay vao duéi nach Nezumi, toan diu né. Nezumi hat tay
Shion ra, tw minh sai buéc bang bang.

Vai dau qua! Nhung khong thé diwa dam vao ban tay chia ra d& minh.
Chi can ném trai hwong vi ngot ngao khi cé cho dwa thi sé khong bao gio tw
lap duwoc nita. Ban tay cua nguoi khac chia ra trudc mat minh, sé dot ngot
xuat hién, nhung cling sé dot ngot bién mat. Phai, 1a vay day.

Vira vé dén tang ham, Shion lién nhanh tay kiém tra vét thuong, rita
va sat trung.

"Lai phai khau a?"

"Ti€c qud, vét thwong cua cau hinh nhw khong nghiém trong dén mitc
dé." Shion dong hop citu thuong lai, cwdi vGi vé khoai chi hiém hoi. "Cau
twdng sé giong nhuw bon nam tredc nén thay hoi sg, ding khong?"

"Khong chi hoi thoi dau, cdm giac nhu thé & roi vao tay cau thi ngay
ca bi muéi chich cau cling muén khau."

"Sao lai no6i thé dwgce? Cho t6i gio to6i van nhan thay cach x ly bon
nam tredc vo cung chinh xac."

BOn nam tredc, mot dém mua. Pung thé, cai dém Nezumi gap Shion
lan dau, No.6 dang trong con dong bdo. BPém hom dé, canh ctta s6 mé
toang nhw maoi goi. Trong phong la Shion m&i mwdi hai tudi, néi nhitng cau
khién nguoi khac bat ngo, "Cau bi thwong ding khong? Dé téi bang cho."

https://thuviensach.vn



Khi khau xong vét thuwong, Shion cwdi thod man. Ca cao ngot lim, banh anh
dao thom ngon, chiéc giwvong ém ai, md mat ra da nghe thay tiéng thd binh
yén bén canh. Nhitng th& d6 van hién hién ro rét trong tam tri Nezumi,
muon quén khong dwgc, mudn bd khong xong.

Nezumi da trdi qua mot dém twa nhw ki tich, du la chuyén ctia bon
nam vé trwdc, moi chi tiét xay ra trong dém hom do ciing chang hé phai
nhoa, van song dong nhw ngay nao.

Con nguoi goi do 1a hoi e, 1a ki e, va cling c6 thé goi la dinh ménh.

Shion da qua ngay tho khi san sang don nhan va ciu chita nguwai khac
voO diéu kién. Qua nhién, chinh vi citu Nezumi ma Shion mat hét moi quyén
lgi va may man dang sé hitu lic bay gio.

Nhitng nhan tai dugc dao tao tir nho, khong biét dén noi thong kho cua
thé gian déu ngdy tho nhuw vay u? Néu c6 thé ché nhao Shion thi nhe nhom
biét may. Mudn ché nhao nhwng lai thay dau khé, mudén quén di lai nhé 1o
nhw in, mu6n vt bé lai thay long triu ndang thém.

"Shion.

"Ho?"

"Cau nghi thé that a?"

Pang bang bo vét thuwong, Shion dirng tay lai.

"Chuyén bon nam trwdc, cau that long thdy da xt 1y chinh xac u?"

"Chuyén nay thi, bdi vi diéu kién c6 han... nhung it ra t6i da lam tat ca
nhitng gi c6 thé. Néu la hién tai chac toi cé thé khau dep hon."

Ngon tay thon dai, linh hoat cia Shion khéo 1éo quan bang.
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"Khong chi chuyén vét thwong, y toi la tat ca nhitng gi xay ra t6i hom
do."

Sau khi that guit dai bang, Shion im lang nhin vao mat Nezumi.

"PDém hom dé da dao 16n cudc doi cau, gio cau con dam khang dinh
minh hanh xt hoan toan ding dan uv?"

H[‘J’.u

Nghe Shion thang than dap, Nezumi bong thdy chan nan.
"Cau khong héi han u?"

H[‘J’.u

"MOot chut cting khong?"

H[‘J’.u

"Tai sao?"

"Nezumi, t6i khong hiéu diéu cau muoén hoi, nhung sau khi don dén
Lost Town, da cé lic t6i nghi néu thoi gian quay nguoc, tré vé cai dém cua
bon nam trwdc, quay lai thoi diém trwdc khi toi gap cau, toi sé lam thé nao."

Shion khé cwdi, cat hop citu thuwong vao trong tu.

"T6i da suy nghi rat nhiéu lan nhung dap an chi c6 mot. Bat ké cho toi
bao nhiéu lan co hdi dé trd vé thoi diém quyét dinh ay, t6i van sé lam nhw
vay. Toi sé mé ctra s6 ra, chd cau dén."

"Cho du biét sy huy diét dang dén cho v?"

"Chang c6 huy diét gi ca, toi cling khong cho rang viéc song ¢ day bay

gio la huy diét. bung khong, Cravate?"
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Con chudt nhat mau nau ding gat gu trén dong sach chat nhw nui.
"N6 khong phai Hamlet u?"
"Hamlet dang ngu trén giwvong."

"A... ding roi, déu tai cau dit tén lung tung, lam moi thit phitc tap
them."

"Ngay ca tén cting khong co thi toi nghiép qua, chung thong minh lai
diing cam, ban nay la Hamlet bao véi t6i cau gap nguy hiém day."

"No6 tim sai nguoi r6i. Cau dén cling chang ciu dugc t6i. May ma khi
cdu tGi toi da dudi con cho di roi, néu khong thi bay gio cau da thwong tich
day minh."

"U, c6 thé 1am."
Nezumi dirng ddy, nam ldy canh tay Shion.

"Cau nghe cho ki day, sau nay dirng lam nhw vay nita, bat ké xdy ra
chuyén gi, cau ciing dirng nghi dén chuyén citu t6i."

Shion nhin né khong chép mat. Nezumi hat cam, nghién chat rang.

"Cé nghe khong? Nhé cho ki, cdu qua yéu 6t, khong biét chién thuat
va cling chang san sang tam ly, giong nhw con chim non roi ra khéi t6, chi
biét kéu chi chée r6i bi cdo an twoi nuét song. Cho nén, chi it cling dirng co
ngay ngb ngo nghéch ma x6ng vao nguy hiém. Tuyét doi khong dwgc! Hay
dong nao chut di, dé cai dau wu ti cta cau hoat déng, phan doan tinh
huong! That tinh! Khong mang theo vii khi da lao vao béng t6i, chang hiéu
no6i cdu nghi gi nita!"

"Chang nghi gi ca."
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"Cau ndi sao?"

"Tinh hudng nguy hiém cac thi, to6i chang nghi gi hét. Chua kip suy
nghi t6i da lao vut ra ngoai roi."

"Shion, cho nén t6i mGi néi dirng lam nhitng chuyén ngu xuan va
khinh suat nhuw thé nita."

"Thé t6i phai lam sao?"

"(' yén mot chd. Cau khdng lam duogc viéc gi ca, ¢ ngoan ngoan trén
trong chan la du."

Shion cup mat xuong lac dau.

"T6i khong lam duge. RO rang biét cau gap nguy hiém ma lai khong
lam gi ca, chi ngoan ngodn cho doi, toi khong lam dugc, téi van sé lao ra
ngoai tim cau."

"Cau dén chi t6 lam vudng tay veedng chan toi thoi."
"Noi nghe cay doc qua."
"P6 la sy that."

"Nezumi, cau no6i dang. T6i vo dung. Toi khong biét danh nhau, ciing
khong thé 1am ton hai ngudi khac."

"DPung, chién binh hang bét, khong, phai ndi la hoan toan khong c6 tw
cach lam chién binh, cho nén cau dirng to twdng sé dugc ra tran. Cau chang
thé cham lo cho nguwdi khac, tham chi chwa chac da bao vé dwgc ban than.
Bdi vay cau dirng lam gi ca. Xin cau day, dirng bén mang dén lan ranh
nguy hiém."

Minh dang noi gi vay!
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Nezumi nghién chat rang lan nita.

Minh dang lam gi thé nay? Sao lai nghi da moi cach ngan can Shion?
"Shion sé tiy di mot minh do."

Giong noi tram thap cua Inukashi vang l1én trong dau Nezumi.

Pung vay, Shion sé ty di, sé khong nhd minh gitp, thdm chi chang
thém hé 16i nao vGi minh da chay t6i noi chac chan sé mat mang kia. Hoan
toan khong biét ki nang chién dau, chwa titng chiu noi dau d6 mau, chwa
tirng doi mat véi sat khi khing khiép, thé ma lai muon ldng 1€ roi khéi day
di mao hiém. D06 siéu ngoan c6, v6 dung, khong biét troi cao dat day!

"Khong thé tuan theo ly 1€ thong thuong dugce." Shion thi thao.
"Sao ha? Cau ndi gi ha?"

"Chuyén nay khong tuan theo ly 1é thong thvwong dugce, Nezumi. Cho
du t6i chay tGi cling khong thé citu cau... to6i khong citu dwgc cdu. Trong
dau t6i hiéu rat r5."

"T6t. Biéu duy nhat cdu cé thé tw hao chang phéi chinh la nhiing thi
chita trong cai dau dé u? Néu da biét rd nén ngoan ngoan nghe 10i n6 mach
bao di."

"Khéng dugc!"

Shion mim chdt moi, vé mat ngoan co, dong thoi cling tiém an y chi
ctrng ran. Lan dau tién Nezumi nhin thdy vé mdt dé ctia Shion.

"Chuyén nay khong thé tuadn theo ly 1& théng thwong duwogc! Khi
Hamlet dén goi, t0i rat sot rudt. Cau dang gdap rac roi, n6i khong chirng cau
sé chét. Nhitng lic nhw thé ciu bat toi phai tinh toan trong dau va bao véi
minh rang cho du t6i noi cling vo ich, bAo minh ngoan ngoan chd doi u?
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T6i khong lam dugc, sao c6 thé lam dwge chit! C6 da kha nang khong, cé
co may cutu thoat cau khong, ai ma binh tinh suy nghi ngon nganh dugc!
Nezumi, cau la d6 ngoc!"

Pay la 1an thit hai bi Shion mang la d6 ngoc. Ciing 1a lan thit hai Shion
bat than néi gian. Lan trwdc 1a khi Nezumi khuyén Shion rang, "Ding khéc
vi nguoi khéc, cling dirng danh nhau vi ai. Nuwéc mat va dau tranh chi nén
danh cho chinh minh." Shion bdo khéng hiéu. Qua that cau khong hiéu. Bai
vi gio day cau lai lao vao bong t6i vi nguwdi khac. Dau ly tri mach bao sé
nguy hiém, cau van dan than.

Nguy hiém, qué nguy hiém. Shion giong nhv mot cai cong khéa chat
chan minh. Piéu nay, minh da sém nhan ra. Nhung ngugc lai, c6 thé minh
cling sé trd thanh cai cong khoa tay Shion.

Chinh vi thé...

Nezumi roi anh mat khéi Shion.

Ciing chinh vi thé, quan hé gitta nguwdi v&i ngwdi méi tré nén phitc
tap. Cang than thiét thi gobng cum cang nang né, khong thé ty do hanh dong,

kho long séng cho chinh minh. S6m biét thé nay, tha rang dirng quen.

Co 1é mot ngay nao do, cau sé oan than nhuw vay day, Shion a. Shion
rat buon, nhéch moi hoi, "Nezumi, sao cau khong néi gi?"

"Chang c6 gi dé néi ca."

"Cau muon cuoi thi ¢t cwoi di, dang nao cau ciing phay nhitng diéu
toi néi toan la 10i ngoc nghéch ctia mot ké vo tri ma. Khong sao, cau cw
cwoi thoai mai di, cuoi di."

"Cho da, Shion, t6i dau c6 cwoi cau. Toi chi mudn cho cdu biét, dén
gan may den, dén gan rui ro la chuyén rat nguy hiém ma thoi."
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"Diéu do t6i biét! Nhung to6i lo lang cho cau. To6i khong thé lo lang
cho cdu u? T6i khong c6 quyén lo lang cho cau sao?"

"Quyeén... cau noi gi vay, Shion?"
"La cau ép toi ma!"

Shion siét chat nam tay, dam vao ké sach. S6 sach chat dong nhuv nui
do6 sap xuong. Cravate kéu chit chit, lti vao trong 40 Nezumi.

"Xin 106i, t6i kich dong qua. T6i khong dinh quat cau.”

"DPau c6, vé mat kich dong ctia ciu cling hap dan lam, néu co dip toi
muon thdy lai lan nita."

"0 chung véi cau t6i thuong hay kich dong, hoa ra t6i 1a ngwdi hanh
x® theo cam tinh, chinh t6i ciing thay giat minh."

"Cau von la ngwoi hanh dong theo cam tinh ma. Cau luén dat tinh cam
1én trén ly tri. Thang than tudn theo tinh cdm cua minh khong c6 gi dang
xdu ho ca. Bon nam trudce cling thé. Lic van con la nhan tai tiém nang cta
No.6, cau da nghe theo cdm xtic ctia minh ma dén nhan t6i."

"Um. Pung 1a t6i hay bi cam xtic dit mii..." Shion don lai déng sach
roi thé dai. "Nhung, Nezumi a, toi thue sy khong hoi han. T6i tham chi
thdy may man vi dém hom do6 da nghe cdm xic cia minh mach bao."

"Toi biét."
"Sao?"

"Cau chang hé hoi han, diéu nay t6i rat r6. Ban nady toi chi hoi choi
thoi, chac t6i ranh roéi qua day ma."
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Nezumi s& vao vai. Miéng bang cii da mat tinh dan héi dugc bang
ngay ngan tir vai dén khuyu tay, hoan toan khong bi long hay bong ra.

"Néu la toi thi khong thé x 1y vét thwong nhanh gon dén thé. Du cau
khong thao chién ddu nhwng lai biét chita tri, Mo6i nguwdi déu c6 sé truong
riéng. Va lai, co 1é..."

"Co le?"
"Khong, a, toi doi bung r6i."

Shion mim cwoi, nhin Nezumi, "Trén ban c6 banh mi va thit kho. Hom
nay xay ra doi chat su c6, nén chi sét lai mot it, nhung t6i nghi chac la du
cho cau an t6i."

"Con cau thi sao?"

"T6i di ngu trwde day. T6i nghi vét thuwong ctia cu sé dau day, khé ma
ngu ngon dwgce, nén hém nay giwong nhwong hét cho cau, téi nga dwdi
san."

"Cam on cau da lo lang cho t6i."

"Nezumi."

"HG?"

"Néu khong gap cau, c6 1é tdi chang biét minh la nguwdi nhw thé nao."
"Gi vay? Gi0 con néi nhitng 16i nhw thé."

Shion ghé sat xuéng Nezumi bay gio dang ngoi trén ghé. Cau nhin
cham cham vao d6i mat xam.
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"Toi sé khong nhan ra trong tim minh lai chat chita nhiéu tinh cam dén
thé. To6i sé trd thanh mot ngwoi 16n lanh lung, diém tinh va chi biét phuc
tung. Khong biét khdc 16c hay gian hon, cling khong biét chong doi ra sao.
Gap cau, t6i mdi biét minh la ngwoi giau tinh cam. T6i rat ty hao vi da hiéu
dugc ban than."

Dttt 10, Shion cti dau nhw do du.

"Puoc gap cau, that la tuyét."

Nezumi khé khan 1am md&i nghe thay cau thi tham do.

Van cti dau that thap, Shion khom nguoi, khé khang dat moi minh 1én
moi Nezumi.

Bop! Mot cudn sach khong ro tir dau roi xuéng. Nezumi ngang dau
len, "Pay la nu hon cam on?"

"La nu hon chic nga ngon."
"Chuc... ngt ngon?"

"Ngay mai toi phdi cao long chd. Co vai con long da dai ma Inukashi
van mac ké, bao hai 16ng ching réi hét ca, sap bi bénh da liéu r6i."

"T6i vira bi ch6 can, mac ké n6 16ng dai hay 16ng ngan, td6i khong
mudn nghe vé ché nita."

Shion bat cudi, gio tay vay chao Nezumi.
"Vay chuc nga ngon."
"Um, chiic cdu c6 gidc mo dep."

"Cau ciling thé."
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Shion bién mat dang sau dong sach. Co6 1€ mudn nga véi Shion nén
Cravate chui ra khoi 40 Nezumi roi dudi theo Shion.

"Nu hon chiic nga ngon v?" Nezumi lay ngén tay cham nhe 1én moi
r6i nga lung xudéng ghé. "Héa ra cau ciing biét n6i doi."

Cam giac bung rong, mét méi va con dau cho vét thuwong déu da bay
xa, c6 mot thit gi khac dang tir tr dang trao trong co thé, khong thé nao
phan biét dwgc 1a buon ba hay c6 don.

Gi thé nay?

Co giot nwdc am am trugt dai xuéng ma. Phai mat mot lic, Nezumi
mdi nhan ra la nwdc mat, béi tir 1au, ndé da quén mat khéc la thé nao. Man
qua. Hét nhv moén xip bé qua nhiéu mudi.

Nezumi co chan 1én, vui mat vao dau goi, tir ttt nham nhap nwdc mat
lan xuong khée moi.
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Phat cling tirng la ngwdi pham, ching ta roi ciing thanh Phat. That
dang buon lam sao khi ci¢ phan biét ai c6 Phat tinh hay khong.

- Truyén Heike, quyén M6t, Giou

Shion ldng 1€ bo day. Trong 10 suwdi chi con lai it than cti nén can
phong lanh 160 nhu dong bang t6i noi. Cravate co ro nup bén canh cau,
ngang dau kéu chit chit.

"Suyt!" Shion kéo tdm chan sang cho con chudt "May ngu & day di,
trat ty chut nhé."

Shion gid da quen vdi viéc di chuyén trong phong t6i om. Cau lang
lang dén bén ctta, m& khoéa. Truwdc khi budc ra, cdu ngoai dau nhin lai
phong.

Shion déng tai lang nghe, hoan toan im ang. Hinh nhu vét thuong
khong lam Nezumi mat ngu.

Cau ay cling khong phai ngudi hay rén ri khi bi thuong.

Shion con rat nhiéu diéu mu6n néi véi Nezumi. Niém vui khi gap g0,
nhitng 16i cAm on trong qua khit, sy né trong sau sac... nhitng diéu dé van
chua noi ra.

Pugc gdp cau, that la tuyét.

Shion chi dam néi dén doé.
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Hit mot hoi that sau, cau lang 1€ mé cira.

Pen hiéu cua duwong day chuyéen dung lién lac véi Toa thi chinh dang
nhap nhday. Nguwoi dan 6ng ngang dau 1én khéi xap tai liéu xem dd, khé tac
ludi. Ong ta rat hitng thud vdi tai liéu in trén gidy mudi may nim trudc, con
muon xem nhiéu hon nita, nhung chiéc dién thoai dang nhap nhay den dé
bao cudc goi khan. Ngwoi dan 6ng lai tac lwdi, cat xap tai liéu vao bia ho
SO.

Ong ta nhan nat nhan cudc goi, trén man hinh hién 1én gwong mat
quen thuQc, nguoi dan ong trede kia thuong duge goi la Fennec.

Fennec, cdo sa mac. Ai la ngudi dau tién goi 6ng ta nhu thé?
"X4dy ra chuyén gi vay, Fennec?"

"C6 tinh huéng khan. Vira ndy c6 hai mau vat dwgc dwa vao Bénh vién
Trung vong."

"Thé thi sao?"
"Ca hai déu khong c6 dang ki trong ho so mau thi nghiém."
"Anh noi gi co?"

"Khong phai loai mau t6i chuan bi theo yéu cau cta anh. Sy viéc cling
phat sinh ¢ noi khong lién quan.”

"M&i d6 ma da nhan dinh la mau vat, c6 voi vang qua khong? Ngo
nhd la do nhan t6 khac thi sao?"

Fennec lac dau. Man hinh thay doi, vang 1én giong néi bao cdo tinh
trang khi con song cua hai cai xac no.
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Ho tén, tudi tac, dia chi, nghé nghiép, tién st bénh, chi so sitc khoe,
ma s6 dang ki cong dan... Hai xac chét, m6t nam va mot nit, cd hai déu
mang vé mdt dau don va gia nua. Néu khong cé nét mat dau dén dé thi bao
la chét vi tudi gia ai cling tin ngay. Nhung theo bao cédo, hai ngudi ho mot
chi méi doi mwoi, mot tam ba mwoi lam dén bon muoi tudi.

"Bich thuc do ching gay ra." Nguwoi dan 6ng lam bam.

Man hinh lai thay doi, hién 1én vé mat rat khong vui ctia Fennec.
Nguwoi dan 6ng khé tha dai.

"Pay la... chuyén gi thé nay?"

"T6i cling muon héi anh cau ay!"

Fennec cao giong ndi, hai tai khé nhtc nhich.

Phdi r6i, chinh la vi cai tat la nay day. Tt hoi tré, 6ng ta chi can hoi
kich dong la doi tai sé nhuc nhich, cho nén mai dugc goi la Fennec.

Cdao Fennec c6 doi tai dai dén 15 centimet, la loai cdo nhé c6 doi tai
dai nhat trong tat ca cac loai cdo.

"Tai sao lai x4y ra chuyén ngoai y muon thé nay? To6i thuc sy khong
tin noi. Pay rot cudc la chuyén gi?"

"Mot khau nao d6 chwa kiém soat tot. Nhung chi la chuyén nhd,
khong dang dé anh ban tam."

Nghe ngudi dan ong néi thé, yét hau Fennec di chuyén 1én xudng.
"C6 that khong?"

"Di nhién."
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"Anh la nguwoi phu trach ké hoach nay."

"Pung thé, nhung la chi dao ngam. Béan than ké hoach ciling khong
dwgc cong khai."

"Nhung sau khi ké hoach nay thanh cong, ké hoach xay dung va phat
trién No.6 m@i hoan thién, ding chi?"

"Thé thi khong dugc phép c6 sai s6t nhd nao nira."

"RO roi, t0i sé bat tay diéu tra nguyén nhan ngay, hay gitp t6i chuyén
hai cai xac vao phong giai phau dac biét khu V."

"T6i da cho nguwoi thye hién roi."
"Thé thi toi bat tay vao viéc ngay."
"Puoc, toi cho bao cdo cua anh.”

"Con nita, t6i dy dinh sau khi sy c6 lum xum nay lang xudng sé tién
hanh mot cudc thanh trirng."

"Thanh tritng? Pa 1au khong 1am nhi. A phai, sip dén ngay L& Thanh

roi.

"Puing vay, lai sap dén ngay vi dai dy. Néu anh can mau vat lam thi
nghiém, t6i sé dé lai cho anh, bao nhiéu ciing c6."

"Cam on ngai da chiéu co, thra ngai."
"Pirng n6i qua nhw thé."

"Nhung anh sap tré thanh ngwdi thong tri tuyét doi ctia manh dat nay;,
trd thanh vi vua duy nhat. Bén ltac dé t6i phdi goi anh la bé ha roi."

"Con anh, muén dugc goi la gi?"
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"Tinh trang hién tai cta toi rat tot. Toi chi mong c6 dugc dai ngd va
thiét bi day da dé nghién ctru thoi."

"Anh van khéng mong maéi gi. Bugc roi, thé thi lam phién anh nhé."
Man hinh lang lang tat di.

Nguwoi dan 6ng liéc nhin xap tai liéu xem d& trong bia ho so.

That dang tiéc, hom nay khong c6 thoi gian dé xem roi.

Do 1a tai liéu nghién citu vé kién quan doi thudoc ho Eciton burchelli
trd ngu trong ring ram Nam va Trung MY. Loai kién nay sé tu tap thanh
mot dan khoang nam tram nghin con, khéng chon ché & c6 dinh ma sé song
canh lang bat ca doi. Trong dan kién dong dao do6 chi c6 mot con kién chda,
nhung kién chia chi lo dé tritng ch khéng thong linh dan, kién linh va
kién thg thi lam viéc theo ban nang ctia minh. Két qua la ca dan kién duwong
nhu dugc lanh dao bai mot tri tué vi dai, hanh vi cua ching dugc quan ly
mot cach hoan hao khong ti vét.

(Kién Eciton burchelli noi tiéng vé nhitng cudc di chuyén dwong dai
qua cac khu ritng & Nam va Trung My. Kién thg tao duong di ti td cia
nguon thirc an. Mot s6 con bac cau nam trén nhitng 16 chita hay 6 ga dé cho
nhitng con khac di qua)

Kién ciing thé ma ong ciing thé, ching déu tao ra mot thé ché xa hai ly
twong. Con trung lam dwgc diéu do, loai nguwdi khong thé nao lai khong lam
dwgc, chi can moi nguwdi déu lam tron bon phan cia minh, khong can suy
nghi, chang nghi ngo gi, ¢t lam la dwgc réi. Khong can dau 6c, cling chang
can tam hon.

Mot quan thé nam tram nghin con, mot con ding dau. Chi thé thoi,
khong can gi hon...
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Pung, Fennec a, toi chang cé wdc ao, cling khong can wdc ao, toi
khong bi duc vong chi ph6i nhu anh.

Nguoi dan 6ng cuwdi tham, nhan nut thang may dén thang phong giai
phau dac biét.

Pang c6 swong. Chan dap trén nhitng cdy cé dai phat ra ti€éng xao xac.

Khoanh khac mat troi moc tr hwéng Dong, tuyét swong trang xoa sé
sang 1ap lanh, ca mot ving kho can lién dwgc anh sang bao pha. Nhung van
con s6m. Phai mot Iic nita mat troi méi moc. Shion dirng chan, nguéc nhin
bau troi phia Bac. Cau muon dén Trai Cai tao trodc khi mat troi moc.

Shion ciing khong biét sau khi t&i Trai Cai tao sé lam gi, trong dau cau
chi c6 mot y nghi, cau phai di.

Safu dang Ié da di du hoc, sao gio lai bi nhot trong Trai Cai tao? Phai
chang c6 lién quan t¢i minh? Néu ddng thi liéu me c6 an toan khong?

No6i bat an va sot rudt lam nghen khi quan, trai tim Shion se that. Me,
Safu, Nezumi... cdu khong muon mat ai ca. Chi can c6 thé bao vé ho, cau
san sang lam tat ca.

ROt cudc phai lam sao bay gio?
Cau thay ndo né vi hoan toan bé tac.

Minh dang & ngoai nay, con Safu mot minh chim trong sg hai. Nhat
dinh phaéi tim ra cach, lam thé nao ciing phai citu dugc Safu. Nhung ma,
phai lam gi mdi duge chi? Phai lam sao...

Chit chit.
Tiéng kéu khe khé vang 1én, Shion dirng lai. D6i mat da quen véi bong

toi nén Shion thay ngay sinh vat nho bé mat ra tr trong bui cé.
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"Cravate?" Shion bé con chudt 1én. "May di theo tao tGi day a? Khong
dwgc dau, may phai vé nha."

Pung luc nay, Shion lai nhan ra day khong phai Cravate, cling khong
phai Hamlet, tham chi con khong c6 than nhiét ciia mot sinh vat song.

"Day la... chudt robot..."
"Chuot dan duong."

Tiéng no6i vang l1én sau lvng. Khéng can ngodi lai nhin, Shion ciing
biét la giong cta ai. Cau c6 thé déu roi cham rai quay dau lai. Nezumi ciing
tir ton di tGi, nhac 1ay con chudt trong tay Shion bé vao tii ao.

"Day la chuot robot trang bi chitc nang dan dwong ctung hé thong dinh
vi, bGi vi cau da di sai hwéng nén no phat ra tiéng canh bao."

"Di sai hudng..."

"Chang phai cau muén dén ché Inukashi sao? Mudn cao 16ng cho
nhitng con cho c6 16ng qua dai, sap mac bénh da liéu, khong phai thé u? bi
lam s&m thé nay that la vat va, chi c6 diéu cau da di lac dwong roi."

Shion hit vao lan hoi lanh gia cia bu6i sém chwa thdy bong mat troi.

"Khong lién quan tGi cau. Téi muén lam gi, mudn di dau, khong can
cau lo. T6i chan ngdy cai thai do cau xem minh nhw ngudi giam ho cta toi
r6i. T6i khong phdi tré so sinh v6 tri, cau lam on ding lo cho t6i nita. Bu
roi, qua da roi. Néu cau thay ng toi vi viéc bon nam trudce thi cau da tra da.
Cho nén ttr nay t6i muon lam theo y minh. T6i khong can cau quan thic toi,
toi muon ty do. T6i da quyét réi nén dirng c6 ngang duwong toi."

Shion thé héng hdc va im lang.
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Troi con qua téi nén khong nhin ré nét mat cia Nezumi. Trong béng
toi 10 m@, hinh nhv Nezumi hoi run 1én, r6i c6 tiéng vo tay khe khé.

"V@i dan nghiép du thi thoai kha t6t day. Xem chirng cau c6 khiéu
dién kich do, chi it n6 hay hon nu hon t6i qua nhiéu."

"Nezumi, cau noi g..."

Shion vira thoang thay ban tay phai ctia Nezumi gio 1én, ngay sau do6
ma cau da hitng tron mot don nang né. Shion loang choang, nga ngtra ra
sau, trong miéng xoc lén mui mau tanh.

"Cau lam gi vay?"

"C6 thai gian hoi vé van thi mau ditng 1én di, t6i ti€p tuc ddy nhé."
Nezumi vung chan d4, Shion lién lan sang mot bén.

"Lam gi vay? Pirng cé do nguwoi ra, di chuyén tiép di."

Nezumi da mot ci vao bung Shion lam cau dau diéng dén khong thd
duwgc, ngudoi lan 16ng 16¢, tay cau bat 1y mot hon da trong bui co.

"Khong duwgc nham mat! Phai nhin cham chi vao dong tac ctia doéi
thu. Pung c6 dyc mat ra."

Shion quay dau lai, ném hon da vé phia Nezumi, roi giam chan, toan
dung vai huych Nezumi, nhung chang hiéu thé nao lai vdp chan réi nga
nhao xudng dat, lan nay cau khéng day noi nita. Cau ngudc nhin trgi, thy
nhitng vi sao triedc lic binh minh nhap nhay sang dén choi ca mat.

Nezumi bat 14y c6 tay Shion kéo cau ngoi day.

"Shion, day la trirng phat."
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"Tring phat gi cha?"

"Cau no6i doi toi."

"Po la vi..."

"Thira nhan r6i ha?"

"Um... 1a néi déi."

"TQi tht hai, coi thwong t6i."
"T6i dau co."

"No6i doi, c6 nghia la coi thwong do6. Va lai, cau twéng 16i noi doi té hai
ay 6 thé Itira dugc t6i v? Pirng khinh nhau qua thé."

"ToOi da co hét sic roi..."

"Cau chang thich hgp lam chinh tri gia hay tiéu thuyét gia dau. Cau
khong thé no6i doi ma mat may tinh rui duwgc."

"Té dén thé sao?"
"Qua té. Va lai diéu khién to6i gian nhat la, Shion..."
llUm.'l

"Cau coi t6i nhu dira tré con ngay ca nu hon gi cling khong nhan ra
dwgce! Gi ma nu hon chic nga ngon, vé van!" Nezumi quy mot chan trudc
mat Shion, kéo manh c6 4o cta cau. "Cau nghe cho ro day, khong dugc
phép c6 nu hon ly biét nao nita. Khong dugc phép!"

"Xin 16i."

"Ciing khong dugc phép noi doi."
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"Thé di!"

" T6i the."

Nezumi budng tay ra ro6i ngoi bét xuoéng, ngwdc nhin bau troi.
"Nghe noi trong No.6 c6 vu lum xum ki la."

"Vu lum xum ki 1a?"

"Tinh hinh cu thé t6i con chwa nam ro, Inukashi sé thu thap thong tin.
Ciing c6 thé tranh tht nhd Rikiga moi it tin titc tr khach hang cua 6ng ta.
Con nita, phia Trai Cai tao hinh nhu ciing c6 bién dong. Ca trong lan ngoai
No.6 cung xao tron, ki la qua dung khong?"

"Trai Cdi tao... Nezumi, chang lé la..."

"Chinh 1a ngwoi ban quan trong ctia cau. Cau tirng néi co ay la ban
than cda cau, ding khong? Chuyén cta c6 ay toi biét tir 1au r6i."

Nezumi chia mau gidy cua Karan ra. Sau khi doc xong, tay Shion run
1én ban bat.

"Trwdc mat, me cau binh an vo s, con ban than ctia cau thi khong biét
thé nao. Nhung khong can sot rudt, tom lai ching ta phéi ldy duwoc thong
tin, roi 1ap ké hoach ki cang. Inukashi sé gitip mdt tay. Ching ta can nhanh
chéng 1én vao Trai Cai tao, day la muc dich cua chung ta, ré chwa? Chung
ta khong vao dé dé tw chui dau vao ro, ma la di cttu nguwoi. Cau phdi binh
tinh."

Shion gat gu, "R6t cudc van 16i cau vao chuyén nay."

"Khong lién quan dén cau. Va lai, Inukashi n6i cé van dé, t6i cling rat
t0 MO, tai sao mot nhan tai wu td lai bi bat? Co thé lién quan dén vu ong ki
sinh khong chung."
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"Ong ki sinh... Nhung ma, ong khéng thé nao song dugc trong mua

nay.

"Cho nén chac chan da xay ra chuyén gi r6i, tinh huéng bat ngd chang
han. Néu that vay thi dang dé mao hiém lam. Tém lai, chitng nao Inukashi
lien lac thi ching ta sé hanh dong ngay. Truvdc do chung ta cling phai thu
thap thong tin va chuan bi méi dugc." Nezumi ditng day, néi vdi giong diu
dang, "Phan chan lén, s& c6 cach giai quyét thdi. A khong, tdi nhat dinh sé
gidi quyét moi chuyén."

"Cam on, cau lai cttu t6i lan nira."
"Budc tiép theo day mdi 1a quan trong."
Shion ciling ding day, "Nezumi."

"HE?"

"Thé nay... chac la dwgc nhi?"

"Gi co?"

Shion tat manh vao ma Nezumi khi n6é ngoanh mdt sang. Cai tat tuy
khong khién Nezumi nghiéng ngd nhung ciing lam n6 giat minh. Hit sau
mot hoi, Nezumi hét 1én.

"Cau lam cai quai gi thé?"
"Trung phat!"
"Tring phat?"

"Cau da giau giém t6i mau giay nay."
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"Noi ra c6 ich gi. Néu dé cau l1én lit bo di nhuv dém nay thi t6i dau dau
lam. T6i lo lang cho cau ma, hay la t6i khéng c6 quyén lo lang cho cau... O,
sao cau nay nghe quen qua vay?"

"Lo lang va giau giém la hai chuyén khac nhau. Cau chang phai nguoi
giam ho cua toi, t6i khong muén mat day song dudi sw che chd caa cau.
T6i..."

Shion siét chdt ban tay van con nguyén cam giac khi cham vao ma
Nezumi.

"T6i mudn ding ngang hang véi cau.”

Nezumi nhin vai, gio tay phdi 1én, "T6i xin ty kiém diém, tit nay sé
khong lam chuyén nhw thé nita."

"Thé khong?"
"T6i thé v&i cai ma bi tat ctia minh."

Tiéng ga gdy vong lai tr dang xa. Mac du troi chi mdi t0 md sang
nhung c6 1€ con ga trong da nhan ra hoi thd ctia budi sém mai nén cao
giong gdy to. Khong lau nita bau troi phia Pong sé sang birng, nang mai sé
xua di bong toi.

Ngay dau tién chuan bi nghénh chién sap bat dau.

Safu sap tinh day. C6 biét y thitc minh dang dan hoi phuc, nhung xtc
gidc caa co thé lai rat mo ho.

Pay la dau? Minh dang lam gi & day? La mo u? Minh nhat dinh phai
nh@ ra, nhd ra céi gi nhi? Mot chuyén rat quan trong, mot nguwdi rat quan
trong.

"Safu."
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Giong néi vong lai tir noi rat gan, la giong nam. Khong phai, khong
phai giong noi nay. Giong n6i ma minh cho dgi khong phai giong ndi nay.

"Thdy thé nao? Thay khac mot chiit véi triwée kia ding khong? Khong
sao, em sé quen ngay thoi ma. Mong rang em sé thich can phong dac biét
nay, no chi danh cho minh em thoi, Safu."

Giong noi that dang ghét. Bung goi tén toi, ditng dung cai giong do
goi tén toi.

"Safu, em that dep, vugt xa twéng twong cua toi. Pep qua, t6i rat hai
long."

Giogng noi dang ghét. Con co thit mui dang ghét. La... mau.

"HOm nay t6i rat ban. To6i sé dén tham em sau, Safu a. Em hay nghi
ngoi them mot lat niva nhé."

Tiéng buwdc chan xa dan, mui mau tanh ciing xa dan. Safu thé phao
nhe nhom.

Nhung tai sao? Sao minh c¥ mo mo mang mang thé nay?
Nhuwng ma, minh...

Twr sau tham bén trong y thitc chwra hoan toan hoéi tinh bong xuat hién
béng dang mot nguwdi. Mat, méng tay, miéng, anh mat dam chiéu nhin vé
phwong xa, nu cwdi séng dong, nét mat mo mang, ngoén tay thon dai...

A... c6 thé nghe thdy giong néi cua cau ay.
"Cau la ban than cua minh ma."

Lic nao ciing tré con, hoan toan khéng dé y tGi noi long ctia minh,
nhuwng lai mot long mot da dudi theo mot ngwdi nao dé6. Minh yéu linh hon
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non nét nhung chan thanh ay. Minh yéu cau ay hon bét ¢t ai. Cho du la bay
gio...

Y thitc dan xa, bong t6i lai tla ve.
Khoéng thay gi nita r6i...
Shion.

Ca ngay nay chi c6 minh Shion cham séc ché. Inukashi da mat dang tw
sang s@m, Shion danh mot minh 6m hét cong viéc chuan bi thirc an va vé
sinh 16ng cho mdy chuc con ché. Tinh trang ban tti bui khong cé thoi gian
nghi ngoi gitip cau quén di noi dau. That ra, cau phai cdAm on cong viéc lo
khong xué nay da khién cau bét sot rudt.

Khong dugc sot ruot, phéi kién nhan chd doi, binh tinh ma hanh dong.

Loi no6i cia Nezumi rat c6 sic thuyét phuc, cau khong thé khong tan
dong. Nhung cau van thdy long nhw ltvra dot, khong tai nao binh tinh dugc.

Khi minh dang tat bat v4i nhitng viéc nay, Safu...

Moi khi y nghi d6 16e 1én, long Shion lai r6i boi. Cau can chat méi
dudi dén bat mau.

Ang &ng...

Nhitng chud ctn con cat tiéng kéu. Li cun nay vira chao doi héi dau
thu. Chuing kéu vi thiy ban tay dang chuan bi thitc an ctia Shion khung lai
khi cau that than.

"A, xin 16i."

Shion v0i d6 com thira da nau lai vao bat. Lii ctin con vay may cai

du6i mau nau giong nhau va vui dau vao bat com.
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Trong hoan canh ca con ngudi cling doi khat, dan cho6 cua Inukashi du
khong duwgc an no ciing sé khong chét doi.

Cudi cung Shion cling biét dong com thira canh cdn chuyén vao khach
san do nat lic ntta dém ro6i chia lam hai loai: ban ra chg cho ngudi an va
gitr lai nudi cho, la tw dau ra.

Inukashi hién gio chac dang thu thap thong tin theo dwong day nay.
Nezumi cling mat dang t* sém. Minh lam dugc gi nhi? Cang nghi cang
thdy ban than vo dung, chang lam dugc gi ca. So6t rudt qua, khong tai nao
binh tinh dwoc, chi danh can chat moéi dwdi co chiu dung.

Long ban tay Shion c6 cdm gidc am am, mot chil cin con dang liém
ban tay cau. Cravate 16 dau ra tit miéng tii 4o Shion, r6i lai thut vao ngay.

Réat mudn dé Safu gap 1i cun con va chudt nhat nay, muén dé c6 ay
vuot ve chiing, cdm nhan dau lwdi nho xiu am ap cua ching.

Cau rat thwong va coi trong Safu. Cam giac khac véi yéu duong nam
nit, n6 6n dinh va than thiét hon, giéng nhw ngwdi nha hay ban than vay.
Pay ciling la mot loai tinh yéu.

Shion nham mat lai, goi tén Safu.
"Cau can t6i giip a?" Rikiga chan chit ra mat.

"DPung, t6i nghi ong c6 thé moi dugc it tin tic tww khach hang cua
minh." Nezumi ng6i phich xudng ghé, vat chan 1én ban.

"Thong tin vé thanh ph6é Thanh u?"
"Pung vay."

"Thu lao thi sao?"
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"S€ la mot moén kéch su."

Rikiga ditng day, buwdc dén chdo Nezumi. Can phong nay tirng la phong
lam viéc ctua Rikiga. Tap chi, chai regu viit lung tung trén san nha, ca can
phong déu nong nac mui con. Rikiga cti nhin Nezumi, néi khé, "Chan dai
that, cau dang khoe mé day a?"

"Pugc 6ng khen ngoi that 1a niém vinh hanh cho t6i. Pay la cong cu
héi ra tién nén t6i cham soc rat ki lwong."

Rikiga danh manh vao doi chan dang vat trén ban, "Pirng dat chan 1én
ban cta t6i! That tinh, chang cé phép tac gi ca. Cau khong biét phép lich sy
la gi a?"

"VGi ngudi can lich si thi toi sé lich sy."

"Miéng mom lao 1éu hét cho ndi. Gio sao? Yéu cau la gi day? Tap va
kich mai a?"

"La van dé thuc té."
"Thure t€ ma c6 tai san kéch su w? Nham nhi!"

Nezumi liéc nhin Rikiga, cwdi nhat, "Thé nao? Chang phai ong thich
kiém tién lam w? Sao lai co voi vay?"

"Ai ma tin n6i 16i tén dién vién quen lira dao nhw cau chi?"

"Vay thi ong tin ai? Shion a?"

Anh mét Rikiga hoi dao dong, "Shion? Cé lién quan dén Shion u?"
"Lién quan mat thiét."

"Eve, nhat dinh la chi may 16i thang bé vao rac roi."
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"Khoéng, van dé la ¢ Shion."

"La sao?"

"Néu ong chu chiu giup thi t6i sé ndi."
"Noi di!"

"Hay cho t6i xem ho so khach hang ctia 6ng truedc da. Khi nao thi may
quan chitc cap cao ctia No.6 sé téi mua vui? Toi con mudn biét tén va chitc
danh ctia mdy ga dé nira."

Rikiga ha mét hoi, khoanh tay trueéc nguc, "Eve, cau bao nhiéu tu6i?"
"Tré hon ong."

"Chéac lam con t6i dwgc nhi. T6i lu6n mudn day cho cau hiéu rang,
nhadi ranh thi phai biét than biét phan, dirng c6 khinh nhon ngudi 16n, coi
chtrng héi khong kip."

Rikiga nhin cham cham vao Nezumi r6i hét to, "Conk!"
Canh ctra bén canh ma@ toang ra, mot ga dan 6ng budc vao.

"Pay la bao vé t6i mdi thué. H6i xwra anh ta titng dau vat trong nhitng
trdn ca cwoc, chi tay khéng thoi cling da khién may thang cung lic phai
thira song thiéu chét, bat ké la trén hay duédi vo dai."

Ga dan ong vira bwdc vao da khién can phong ban thiu cang thém chat
choi. Ga tr6 mat cuii nhin Nezumi, khong n6i mot 10i.

"Conk, cham s6c chu ddo chang hoang tir nay giup t0i, dirng giét no,
day do cho n6 b6t ngao man di la dwgc."

"Ha? O..."
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"Ha gi ma ha. Cho thang ranh con nay biét sy 1gi hai cia ngudi 16n
di."

Conk lifm moi, bwdc 1én mot buwdc, roi lai mot buwdc nita. Nezumi
cling ding day. Rikiga bat cuoi thich chi.

"Anh ta sé cho cau biét mui, Eve a."
Conk khung lai, "Eve... La Eve that u?"

Nezumi mim cwoi, chia tay ra mot cach tao nha, nd nu cudi kiéu diém
dén noi Rikiga ciing phai dam duoi.

"Anh tén la Conk a? Chao anh, Conk. Rat cAm on anh thwong xuyén
dén xem t6i dién, khong ngo c6 thé gap anh & day, t6i rat vui."

"A a... Eve, t0i cling thé." Conk ngugng chin mat, bat 1y tay Nezumi,
"T6i ham mo cau lam, budi dién nao cua cau téi cling di xem hét..."

"T6i biét chit, vi anh noi bat gitta dam dong ma, nén t6i biét anh
thwong téi xem t6i dién. C6 khi con tang qua cho t6i nita, t6i luén muoén
tim co hoi dé cam on anh."

"That u? Cau nhé mat toi that sao?"

"Di nhién, lan trwdc anh con khéc nita. Toi ditng trén san khau ciing
nhin anh dam dam do."

"Eve, t6i khong biét nén noi thé nao..."
"Anh rat cdm dong?"

"Pung, cdm dong. T6i vui qua, t6i chwa tirng vui thé nay. Ca nguoi toi
dang lang lang vi hanh phuc."
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"Cam on anh, Conk. Phai roi, t6i va chua Rikiga c6 chuyén can ban
bac, anh c6 thé mai t6i mot coc ca phé chir?"

"Di nhién la dvgc, an them gi khong?"
"Néu c6 di nhién la t6t roi, banh pie nhan thit thi sao?"
"C0, toi di chuan bi ngay day."

Conk lui nhanh vao can phong bén canh, t6c do trai ngwgc han véi
than hinh do s0. Rikiga bat Iyc lac dau.

"Ca phé va banh pie? Toan la do an cua t6i kia ma."

"Ong ma than phién coi chitng bi ném ra ngoai ddy. Ching phai anh ta
la tay dau vat c6 thé xir dep vai tén cung lic v?"

"Thdo nao anh ta bi vg du6i co ra khéi nha, cai thé loai lic can lai
chdang dwoc tich sy gi."

"Anh 4y kha t6t bung, nhat dinh sé pha coc ca phé ngon cho t6i uong."

Rikiga tac lwdi, "Gioi that day, Eve, khong chi biét choi dao, cau con
biét lgi dung nhan sac cia minh nita."

"Ca hai déu la vii khi."

"Thé thi dung vii khi cta cau di."

Nezumi ngo6i xuong, bat chéo chan.

"Eve, cau khong phdi chudt, ciau la con hé ly trang ban tinh ta ac, rat
gioi du do nguwai khac, chi cé diéu t6i khong biét cau c6 may chiéc dudi.

Tdi c6 khach hang rat thich loai ngwdi nhu cau, hin 1am viéc trong Uy ban
Quan ly Trung wong cia No.6, la khach hang sop nhat cta t6i."

https://thuviensach.vn



"Ong chiu gitip tdi roi a?"

Nezumi trd nén nghiém tuc, Rikiga cting thoi cot nha.

"T6i cling nghe noi gan day trong No.6 c6 chit 1on x6n."

"Qua khong ho danh la ngai Rikiga, tin titc cap nhat nhanh day."

"Miéng mom b6t déo cai di. Khong nhanh chéng cap nhat tin tic thi
lam nghé nay thé nao dwgc? Noi that, lan dau tién toi nghe thdy sy huyén
nao trong thanh pho dé. No.6 hinh thanh da may chuc nam, t&i lic 16 ra so
hé roi. Néu thye sy nhw vay thi t6i mudn biét d6 1a gi. It nhat, t6i phai biét
duwgc sy that, Eve a, huéng chi... néu cé lién quan dén Shion, t6i khong
muon giad vo nhw khong muén biét."

"Ong quy Shion ra phét nhi?"

"N6 la con cua Karan, lai ngay tho va lvong thien, hoan toan khac véi
cau, no6 la mot dita tré ngoan. Karan day do con rat can than, chac co ay da
d6c hét tinh yéu vao no."

"Ong bi 1am sao a? Ong cha!"
"Noi gi vay?"
"Trong ong chu ti té qua, khong khée & dau ha?"

"Mic ké tdi! O gan Shion ty khic sé tré nén 6n hoa hon, dii téi khong
hiéu tai sao lai nhw vay. Tém lai, t6i sé cho cau xem hoé so khach hang, sau
dé6 cau tr tir ké moi chuyén cho t6i nghe. Cho du khong cé6 mén hdi nao thi
van kiém chac dugc chut dinh."

"Pay mdi la 10i that long cta ong chir gi?"

"Cau mudn nghi sao cling dugc."
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Huong ca phé thom liwng bay ra.
Nezumi nghi dén Shion.

Lén 1én trong tinh yéu thwong... Co6 1€ thé. Cau dy khong biét phong
vé, nhung khoan dung, thang than, d6 lwgng, co 1€ tat ca déu la minh chitng
cho viéc cau dy da 16n 1én trong tinh yéu thwong. Chac Shion chua tirng
biét dén cam gidc khao khat dwgc yéu. Cau ta mdi hanh phiic lam sao.
Nhung doi khi tinh yéu cling bi phan bdi. Tinh yéu sé moi goi cam ghét,
dan duong dén hay diét.

Mong sao tinh yéu nudi dueéng Shion 16n lén, mong sao tinh yéu trong
tim Shion sé khong bién thanh gong cum rang budc, dwa ciu ay tdi coi
chét...

Vi hit vao mui hvong néng nan cia ca phé, Nezumi mé&i nén duwgc
tiéng thd dai.

Inukashi buwdc di trén duwong, thi thodng nghiéng dau suy ngam. N6
khong biét phdi sap xép cac thong tin ma minh thu thap dugc nhu thé nao.
Tir dong thong tin vang thau lan 16n d6 loc 1dy diéu quan trong, xit ly va rat
ra két luan, n6é khong thao viéc nay.

Thoi bo di, bon ho sé ty tim cach thoi. Cong viéc cua minh chi la bay
hét nao vang nao thau ra tredc mat ho.

Néi la noi thé...

Inukashi dirng buwéc, nghén c6 nhin ra xa. Pang kia la ddy twong thanh
ctia No.6. Vao mua déng, hgp kim dac biét phan chiéu anh sang lap lanh.
Inukashi chwa tirng suy nghi vé nhitng chuyén & noi hoan toan khac vdi thé
gigi ctia n6. Trong an twgng cta Inukashi, d6 chi 1a mot noi téa anh hao
quang xa vOi VQi.

https://thuviensach.vn



Moi ngay déu phai vat 16n vdi déi khat va khon don dé tim cach song
qua ngay, nhw thé da dua khién n6 sitc cung luc kiét r6i. N6 chua tirng lién
twong nhitng diéu ay vdi thanh phd Thanh. Nhuwng Nezumi thi khac, luon
om mot noi han thu dai dang vé No.6.

Tai sao lai dai dang? Bi tht gi giam ham u?
Bat ké 1a han hay yéu, déu bi giam cam.

Mot con gi6 lanh thodng qua. Gié rét qua, co 1€ thoi tiét ngay mai sé
thay doi. Inukashi co ro, hat hoi mot cai.

Minh bi 16i vao cudc réi. Bi sy ¢6 chap ctia Nezumi va tinh cam cuda
Shion 16i vao cudc.

Khong, khong ding... C6 mot nira 1a do minh ty chui dau vao...

Khoéng phai vi Nezumi de doa, cling chang phdi vi thwong hai Shion,
chinh y thitc cia minh cha dong chui dau vao.

Tai sao vay?
Du da ty hoi long nhung van khong c6 dap an.
Tai sao? Tai sao minh...

Inukashi lai nghén ¢6 ngwdc nhin thanh phé Thanh. Noi d6 c6 anh
sang cua thanh pho Thanh No.6, & day c6 cudc séng cta chiung ta. Com
thita canh can ma No.6 théi ra hang ngay dua dé gidi quyét van dé déi khat
cta chung ta. Com thtra day, ho an khong hét bo di day. No va doi, lang phi
va thiéu thon, vui mirng khi song va khiép dam khi chét, ngao man va ti
tien...

C6 thay doi dugc khong?
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Inukashi buéc nhanh trong gio6 rét. Mai toc dai bay phat pho sau lung.

C6 thay doi dugc cai hién thuwe cam chiu nay khong? Co thay doéi dugc
nhitng ngay thang ma moi viéc song thoi cling da vat va cung cuc khong?
Co6 thay doi dwgc cudc doi c6 quanh khi bi twdc doat niém kiéu hanh lam
nguoi khong?

That nyc cuwdi. Toan la chuyén hdao huyén! Pa dén nwdc nay ma con...
Nhung Nezumi, khong, ngay ca Shion ciing thé, Nezumi va Shion déu cho
rang c6 thé thay doi moi thit bang chinh sitc minh.

Inukashi khong cwdi nhao ho dwgce, tham chi né con bat dau tin.

Qua nguy hiém.

Chi chut xiu bat can thoi la sé chang séng t6i dwgc mua xuan nam sau.
Nguy hiém, qua nguy hiém.

Nhung lai thdy phan khdi, dén mic muon hat vang 1én.

Inukashi khé huyt sdo, cat budc chay nguoc gio.

Sau khi chai nét 16ng cho con ché cudi cung, Shion mét 14, nam lan
ngay ra tai cho.

Mét qua! Ca ngay hom nay chi cham s6c cho dan ché, cau thdy minh
sap bién thanh ché roi. Sac troi da t6i sam, 1 cin con rdc vao ngudi cau

muon no dua.

"Biét r6i. Xong hét roi. Bon may xem, khong con ran nita ding
khong?"

Khi Shion bé mot chi cin con 1én, cung lic Cravate trong tdi do cat
tiéng kéu. Cau nguwdc nhin thi thdy Nezumi dang ditng ngay tredc miat.
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Shion hoan toan khong nhan ra cé ngudi t6i. Di nhién, gid cau chang con
ngac nhién vi diéu nay nita. Shion tha chu ctin xudng, lang 16 ditng day.
Nezumi cling im lang hat cam r6i di thang mot mach vé phia khu d6 nat.

"Nezumi, Inukashi c6 tin gi khong?"
"Hai ngwoi ho dang cho chung ta."
"Hai nguoi?"

Leo 1én cau thang op ep, mé& canh cita ¢ cudi day hanh lang. Trén mat
ban tron nho nhd, mot ngon nén dang chdy, Inukashi va Rikiga dang ngo6i
bén chiéc ban.

"Moi ngwoi déu s6t sang nhan 10i gitp d& ching ta, Shion, cau phai
cam on ho."

"S5t séng?”

Inukashi c6 tinh than thé, "Nguwoi bi de doa, ném tién vao mat, bi 10i
ngon tiéng ngot ltra phinh ciing goi la sot sang duwgc a, Nezumi?"

Shion budc 1én mot budc, cii gap nguoi.

Cau khong biét phai néi gi hon, vi bat ké néi gi cling khong 10t ta hét
long cam kich cua cau.

"Cam on moi ngudi..." Cudi cung chi thot ra dwgc mot cau qua doi
binh thvong.

"Shion, khong can cAm on thanh khan thé dau, du gi hai nguwdi nay déu
c6 dung y riéng cua minh, ho chi ngi thdy moén hoi nén mai san vao théi."

"Eve, chac chan sé c6 ngay Iudi cau bi thoi riva roi diet lia luén!"
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Rikiga cam chai whisky trén tay phai, ubng mot ngum roi cham rai
nuot xudng. Nezumi dung anh mat héi thic Shion ngoi, r6i cling ngobi
xuong mot chiéc ghé khac. Nguoi dirng 1én la Inukashi.

"Bat dau duoc chwa, Nezumi?"

"Pugc, cdm phién may."

Shion siét chat nam tay dat trén dau goi.

Ké 16i ho vao chuyén nay la minh, tuyét déi khong dugc quén.

Bong c6 canh tay dua qua, la tay Nezumi. Nhw mudn tréu Shion, n6 bé
ti'ng ngon dang siét chat cta cau ra.

"MGi bat dau thoi ma cau da gong minh thé nay, qua phi sic r6i do."

Nezumi thi tham, mat nhin cham cham vao ngon nén. Khong biét gi6
thoi qua khe hd & chd nao ma ngon Itra c bap bung. Sac troi ngoai kia da
toi han, mot ngay dai sap két thic. Khong, gio mdi bat dau, bat dau ti day...

"Pham nhan dwa vao Trai Cai tao tuan nay c6 ba ngudi, trong do..."
Inukashi vira n6i vira nhin dam dam vao ngon nén.
Bong t6i ap sat, Itra lac lu.

"Trong d6 khong c6é phu nit. Va lai cling khong c6 & ai thanh pho bi
dwa vao trai. Ca ba nguoi déu la dan 6ng, West Block."

Nezumi ha giong, "Chac chan chi?"

"Chac chan, tao hoi tryc tiép ngwoi phu trach chuan bi do tu. Trong ho
so dang ki pham nhan ghi nhan ba nguoi. Theo nhu ho noi thi do la nhitng
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nguwoi xong thang vao van phong quan ly xuat nhap, mwu do trom tién, cé
1é do déi qua lam liéu. Tém lai, khong cé phu nit."

"Khong thé nao!" Shion bat giac bat day khdi ghé.

Khéng thé nao c6 chuyén d6. Nhung vira nghi thé, Shion lai thay yén
tam mot phan.

Co6 1é Safu khong sao, c6 1é minh dd nham lan, chiéc 4o khoac do
khong phai cta Safu... Co 1€...

"Nhw vay thi cang rac réi hon nita."

Nezumi nhiu may, néi bang giong lanh léo, gibng nhw con gi6 dong
vOn ngon nén.

"Rac roi?"

"Nghia la c6 ay khong phai t0i pham théng thuong. Toi biét néi thé
nay rat ki la, nhung néu khéng duwgc dang ki trong s6 pham nhan, tiéc 1a c6
ay tham chi khéng c6 than phan cia mot pham nhan. No6i cach khéc, co ay
bi x6a so roi."

"Xda so..."

"Ngay khi bi Cuc Tri an téom thi hé so cong dan ctia ban cau da bi x6a
sach. Thong thuong, ho so sé dugc chuyén thang dén may cha Trai Cai tao,
két hop vé6i thong tin ghi nhan tir Trai Cai tao nhw hinh dnh chup trai phai
tredc sau, chiéu cao, can ndng, van tay, giong ndi, gidc mac, tinh mach
ngon tay, tat ca sé dwgc duwa vao ho so pham nhan. Hoan tat thua tuc doé,
ngwoi bi bat sé chinh thic trd thanh pham nhan. Néu la bon cuwép béc &
West Block thi c6 thé qua loa, nhung néu la cong dan ctia No.6 thi thu tuc
nay sé phai tién hanh that gat gao. Nhung dién bién khong nhw thé. Tai
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sao? Bai vi ho khong muon Iwu lai bat ci vét tich nao chitng minh ban cau
tirng ton tai."

"E, Nezumi!" Rikiga hét vang len, dat chai regu len ban. "An noi gl
ma trang trgn vay? Gi ma bi xéa s6, khong dé lai vét tich, néi y nhw thé c6
bé do... 0, tén la Safu phdi khong? Nhu thé cd bé Safu da bi giét chét roi
ay."

"Giong diéu 6ng chu con trang tron hon kia."
Nghe hai ngudi ho bop chat nhau, Shion nuét nwéc bot.

Khé chiu qua, nhw thé minh uéng say vay, nhung lai khéng thé guc
xuong ban danh mat gidc.

Safu...

"Safu la mot nhan tai dwgc chinh quyén bé ra nhiéu tai lyc va thoi
gian boi dudng tir khi con nhd, sau nay cau dy sé trd thanh can bd wu tu.
Tai sao phdi x6a s6 cau ay? Doi v6i thanh ph6 ma néi thi day la mot ton
that to 16n."

Giong ctia minh sao gidong nhu ai khac dang n6i vay? Khan dac that
kho nghe.

"Pung thé, van dé chinh la & ddy. Mot nhan tai ton bon tién va thoi
gian dao tao tai sao lai bi x6a s6? Co dy con chang lam chuyén gi ngu xuan
nhu khi cau muoi hai tu6i."

Inukashi khit khit miii.

"Chuyén ngu xuan gi? Co6 lién quan dén viéc Shion bi du6i khéi No.6
u?"

"C6, nhung khong lién quan dén sy viéc hom nay. Shion..."
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"Um..."
"Nha ban cau con ai khong?"

"Safu khong c6 cha me, chi con lai ngudi ba thoi. Ba da nudi day Safu
khon 16n."

"Chi con moi ba thoi w? Tic la néu ba mat thi ban cau sé chang con
nguoi than nao nita."

"Dling thé..."

Shion ngang dau lén, &nh mat cau cham vao doi mat xam. Cau hiéu
Nezumi mu6n noi gi.

"Safu mat tich ciing sé khong c6 nguwdi than nao di tim, hon nita..."
"Hon ntra?"

"Safu von phai dén thanh pho khac du hoc hai nam. Cho nén du cau ay
bién mat khoi thanh pho cling chang ai thay la."

"Chac chan c6 van dé. Nhan tai, khong c6 ngudi than, cho du bién mat
cling chang ai thay la. Ban cau phu hgp v6i nhitng diéu kién do, cho nén bi
bat vao Trai Cai tao, nhung lai khong c6 than phan pham nhan..."

"Khong c6 than phan pham nhan... Tai sao?"
"Khong biét."
Nezumi lac dau. Inukashi nhoai ngudi ra.

"C6 khi nao lién quan dén tin don trwdc kia khong? La tin don trong
thanh pho6 dang lay nhiém bénh la."

"Cé thong tin cu thé vé chuyén d6 khong?"
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"Khong c6. Chuyén ndi bo trong thanh pho dau dé tham do vay. Co 1é
day la viéc cua lao nghién rugu kia."

Rikiga huip can chét 16ng trong chai regu, doi mat van dé nhin trirtng
tri'ng vao Inukashi!

"Tao day khong muon bi mot dita nhoc song véi 1 chd goi 1a lao
nghién regu dau nhé. Chuyén trong thanh phé tao khong thé nam tin ngay
dwgc, nhanh nhat cling phai dén ngay kia. Nhung Eve nay, cho du c6 day
da thong tin cling dau ddm bao moi chuyén dugc tién hanh suén sé. Cau
tinh 1én vao Trai Cai tao bang cach nao?"

Khong c6 cau tra 10i. Rikiga nhtn vai, noéi tiép, "Tinh sao day? Dinh
hanh dong giong ba tén ngu ngoc no, c6 tinh xong vao van phong quan ly
deé bi bat u?"

"Lam thé khong dugc, vi thong tin cd nhan cta téi da dugc dang ki
trong mdy chu & dé tr 1au r6i."

"Hoa ra chuyén cau tirng bi nhét trong Trai Cai tao la that ha? Héa ra
c6 nguoi thoat khoi do an toan. Ngac nhién chwa, lat nita cho xin chit ki
nhé, toi phai treo no lén twong, nhwng ma phai ki ten that moi dugc.”

Nezumi phét 16 16i cham choc cuia Rikiga. Ngon nén chao dao dit hon,
chdc gi6 da thoi manh 1én.

"Inukashi, con vé hé thong bao dong thi sao?"

"Khong tai nao diéu tra chi tiét duwgc, chi biét tinh hinh chung. Con
nita, nghe néi tang ham da tang thém trang thiét bi mai."

"Trang thiét bi m@i? Dung dé lam gi?*
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"Khong ro. Ngay cd ngwoi don vé sinh cling bi cdm vao. Nghe néi c6
thang mdy thong 1én tang trén cung, nhung bén trong lap dat hé thong nhan
dang v0 cung tinh vi, cuc it nguoi dugc phép st dung.”

"Co mat v? Thé ma khong dat & Giot Trang, lai di dat bén trong Trai
Cai tao. Um..."

Nezumi tram tw. Shion nhin nét mat tréng nghiéng ctia no.
"Nezumi."

"Gl co?"

"Bi bat la cach 1én vao chac an va don gian nhat phai khong?"

"Pung vay, vao thi vao dugc, nhung vao xong thi khong thé hanh
dong tv do dau."

"Khong thé citu Safu ra dwgc? Mot phan tram co hdi cling khong v?"
Nezumi chot hiéu. N6 nhin Shion bang dnh mat dong cam.

"Cau ciling nhuv t6i théi. Ho da nam gilt toan b théng tin ca nhan cua
cau. Néu cdu bi bat, chi can doi chiéu ho so, chwa day mot giay cau lién bi
lat tay la toi pham cap do mé6t dang dao tau. Néu may man sé duwgc duwa vao
phong giam riéng, néu xui xéo thi sé bi x t& ngay tic khac."

Rikiga ho sdc sua. Inukashi nga ngtra.

"Toi pham cap do mot dang dao tau? Cau am kho khao nay 4? Cho da,
Nezumi, chuyén nay tao chwa nghe néi gi hét."

"V1 tao khong noi."

Phét 10 anh mét caa Inukashi va Rikiga, Shion van nhin Nezumi.
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Chac chan c6, chac chan cé cach nao dé. Cho du co hoi chua t6i mot
phan tram, cho du co hoi mong manh nhw to nhén cling phai chdp lay,
khong dugc tuyét vong.

"Sau khi bi bat, tat cd déu phai lap tic doi chiéu ho so u? Khong co
cach gi né tranh khau doi chiéu cho téi khi citu duwgce Safu w?"

"Khong cd, mot khi bi bat, toan bd ho so ca nhan sé bi 1at ra dé doi
chiéu, ngay ca vi tri n6t rudi cling chang bé sét dau. Va lai sé bi cay chip
VC. Trong thoi gian dé bi quan thic va giam sat nhw tu nhan, chang cé 1y
mot giay hoat dong tw do."

"Khong c6 ngoai 1€ u?"

"Khoéng cé ngoai lé. Khong hé..."

Nezumi bong khiyng lai, nét mat nhw dong cing.
"Nezumi?"

Nezumi dot ngot im lang khién Shion, Inukashi, Rikiga déu nin thg,
don moi tam tri vao doi tai. Co tiéng noéi vang lén.

"Cé'"
”Hil’?"
"Chi c6 mot ngoai 1e."

Shion trgn mat nhin cham cham vao gwong mat trong nghiéng cua
Nezumi duwdi anh nén. M6i Nezumi map may.

"San nguoi."
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Am thanh khan dic va tram thap. Co thé Inukashi citng do trén ghé.
Rikiga thi chuyén anh mat tir Nezumi sang cho khac, siét chat chai rugu.

"Sin ngudi? D6 1a gi?"

Shion nhin mot lwgt ca ba nguwdi, nhung khong ai tra 10i. Can phong
dwong nhu téi tam hon. Inukashi thé dai.

Man déem da buong.

No.6 dang 1ap lanh anh hao quang nhw mdi goi. Tai mdt ngd ngach &
West Block, trong can phong noi khu nha doé nat, gitta béng t6i nang né,
bon con ngwdi lang thinh, ngdi vay quanh ngon nén bap bung.

Tiéng gi6 thodng qua, thé lwong nhw dang mdi goi, mong cho ai do.
Bong dém bao trum tét ca.

Gio gao thét, anh nén lay lat, cu6i cung chi con tro sap.

Trong béng dém vang lén tiéng thi thao ctia Nezumi, giong no6i da
khong con khan dac.

"Cudc san nguoi... la ngoai 1€ duy nhat."
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NO.6 TAP 3

Asano Atsuko
www.dtv-ebook.com

Loi Bat
Thay cho 10i bao chira...

Cac ban ¢6 hai long vdi tap 3 cia No.6 khong? T6i cling chang mudn
tiét 10 bi mat sang tac & day, nhuwng ma... hay nghe t6i néi nhé?

That ra, trwée khi bat tay vao tap 3, t6i tirng 18 161 ndi ngéng véi bién
tap Yamakage Yoshikatsu rang "Tiép theo phdi 1én vao Trai cai tao, sé la
trrong doan hanh dong giat gan day nhé." Bay gid tdi chang néi ngoa dau,
ma hoan toan nghiém tic, bdi vi toi tirng ham mudn dung con chi* miéu ta
canh chién dau kich liét, d6 cling 1a mot trong nhitng dong luc thic day toi
viét nén No.6.

Thé nhung, khi budc vao thé gidi cua tap 3, sau khi song cung Shion
va Nezumi dwéi mot mai nha, t6i méi nhan ra khong thé tuy tién 1én vao
Trai Cai tao r6i cit thé quyét t* mot tran la xong dugc.

Chién diu vi cai gi? Tai sao lai yéu? Tai sao lai han? Tai sao lai giét
chéc? Di theo con tim cta cac nhan vat, cung do dw, cung bu6n phién, cung
than thd, tw nhién cang viét cang dai.

Khong c6 dién bién quyét liét cling chiang giai dap mot cau dé nao,
tham chi thoi tiét cling gan nhuw khéng thay doéi trong tap nay, cau chuyén
ding lai khi sap buéc vao cao trao. Du la ngudi khac hay ban than t6i tw
nhin nhan, déu thiy rang t6i rat hay ty bao chita, nhwng, lan nay khi doi
mat v&i cau trach moc cta doc gid "Lam cai quai gi vay", t6i nghi chac
minh khong bao chita dwgc nita réi. Mot khi 1én vao Trai Cai tao thi ho bat
budc phéi chién dau, d6 mau la khong tranh khoi. Néu nhw bat budc phai
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giét chét ai d6, hay mot trong s6 ho bi giét thi nhém Shion c6 con binh tinh
duwgc khong? Khi do, khong phai vé ngoai, ma la bén trong nhitng tam hon
non tré ay sé cé sy thay doi dir doi.

Phai chap nhan sy that d6 nhw thé nao? Phai dat but viét ra sao? T6i
vlra mién man suy nghi, rdo riét tim kiém dap an, vira cam bt viét tap 3.

T6i doc dwoc trén bao vé mot phan tir khing bo tré tudi, va téi khong
sao quén dugc chuyén d6. Nghe n6i han bdo vdi con tin bi minh bat coc thé
nay, "Phadi lam thé nao t6i md&i cé thé trd thanh ban cta cac nguoi?"

Toi ghét khing bo, cling ghét chién tranh. Chinh vi thé nén to6i cang
muon biét gitta ho va ching ta dang bi ngan cach bai thit gi.

Chung ta c6 tai gioi dén thé khong? T6i rat khong tw tin. Néi that long,
toi khong cho rang minh tai gioi. Tuy nhién, t6i van mudn dau tranh mot
lan xem sao. No.6, cau chuyén t6i viét lan nay chinh la mot phan cudc
chién cua t6i. Troi a, nghe chirng t6i van dang c6 tu bao chita.

Pén mua hoa anh dao né, t6i nghi la cé thé viét ti€p cudc dau tranh
ctia minh, va ca cau chuyén ctia nhém thiéu nién budc phai 1én vao Trai Cai
tao. Do la tdp 4, mén qua danh cho cac ban, cudc dau tranh cta t6i, nguoi
dwong nhu rat hay tw bao chita.

Sau cung, t6i chan thanh cam on cac ban da ung ho toi trong cudc
chién nay. Cam on bién tap Yamakage luon kién nhan nghe t6i bién minh,
cam on hoa si Kageyama Toru va nhiép anh gia Kitamura Takashi da ba lan
bién thé gidi ctia No.6 thanh nhitng bitc tranh phong phi va doc dao.
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