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Bret Easton Ellis sinh ngay 7 thang Ba nam 1964 & Los Angeles, bang
California, Hoa Ky. Vi sau tiéu thuyét va mot tap truyén ngan, Ellis da tr&
thanh mot trong nhitng cai tén an khach nhat, cé sitc hit nhat caa van hoc
duong dai.

Ellis sinh ra trong mot gia dinh giau c6 véi nguoi cha hay ngugc dai, day
chinh 1a hinh mau cho Patrick Bateman - nhan vat noéi tiéng nhat caa Ellis.
Ellis vao hoc treong Bennington College, & day ong da két ban vGi hai nha
van Donna Tarrt va Jonathan Lethem nhung khong ai trong s6 ho nhan ra
niém ham mé van chwong cua Ellis. Sau khi da noi tiéng vdi cuon Less
than zero - tdc pham dau tay ban chay nhat nam 1985 va dwoc dyng thanh
phim vao nam 1987 - 6ng trd nén than thiét véi Jay Mclnerney, hai ngudi
hop thanh "cdp doi doc hai" noi tiéng. Bret Easton Ellis, Jay Mclnerney va
Tama Janowitz la ba gwong mat tré tiéu biéu va md&i mé nhat ctia nén van
hoc M¥ nhitng nam 1980, dwgc biét dén véi cai tén nhom "Brat Pack".
Nam 1987, ong chuyén dén New York dé xudt ban cudn tiéu thuyét thit hai
- The rules of attraction. Nha van lam vao canh tiing quan sau khi viét
American psycho (1991) - "bom tan" ctia van hoc My cudi thé ky 20 va
cang noi tiéng hon nita khi dugc dwng thanh phim vao nam 2000. Bay duwgc
xem nhw tdc pham tiéu biéu nhat cua Ellis va dugce gidi hoc thuat danh gia
rat cao. Trong su6t thoi gian dai viét Glamorama, 6ng dinh vao ma tiy va
The informers (1994) dugc gidi thiéu tdi cac nha xudt ban. Cudc doi 6ng
tinh cho dén thoi diém nay da dwgc 6ng tiéu thuyét hoa trong chwong dau
tién caa Lunar Park (2005). Sau céi chét ctia nguwdi tinh dong gidi Michael
Wade Kaplan, Ellis lao vao hoan thanh Lunar Park, giong van cua ong tr&
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nén day ti€c nudi, buon ba. Tac pham nay duwgc danh tang cho Kaplan va
cha cua tac gia - Robert Ellis.

Sau chuyén trd vé Los Angeles. Ellis da viét cuon tiéu thuyét thit bay cta
minh, c6 twa dé Imperial bedrooms va gigi thiéu né vao thang Nam nam
2010.

Ellis n6i tiéng v&i kha nang thé hién nhitng hanh vi va quan diém tiéu
cue bang mot phong cach vo cam, dong thoi cac tiéu thuyét cia 6ng dugc
lién két v6i nhau béng sy tré di tré lai ctia cac nhan vat. Ong tw nhan minh
la m6t nha van trao phing va nha dao ditc hoc, cac tac pham cta 6ng déu
gay nhiéu tranh cai nhung khong ai c6 thé pht nhan dugce gia tri cia ching.

Céc tac pham: Less than zero, American psycho, The rules of attraction,
Glamorama, The informers va Lunar park cia Bret Easton Ellis déu da
duwgc chuyén thé thanh phim va gat hai dugc nhiéu thanh cong 16n.

Tang Joe McGinniss
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Chuong 1

Thién ha s¢ phdi nhap lan trén xa 10 & Los Angeles. D6 1a diéu dau tién
toi dwgc nghe khi trg vé thanh pho. Blair dén t6i tai LAX 1 va thi tham cau
nay khi 14i xe chay 1én doan d6c nhap vao duwong chinh. C6 bao: "Thién ha
so phdi nhap lan trén xa 16 ¢ Los Angeles." Du cau n6i von chang dang ban
tam, né van deo dang tam tri t6i su6t mot thoi gian dai dén khoé chiu.
Duong nhw khong diéu gi khac con dang ké nita. T chuyén t6i mudi tdm
va gio da la thang Muwoi hai, chuyén bay lai kha x6c va doi tinh nhan dén tw
Santa Barbara ngoi doi dién toi trén khoang hang nhat thi da nga nga say.
Ttr mang bun ban 1én 6ng quan jeans cua toi hoi sém tai mot phi truong &
New Hampshire, khién t6i thdy vira lanh vira lung nhung sao dé. Tt vét 6
trén tay 4o so mi am wdt va nhau nhi tdi dang mdc, chiéc 40 mdi sang nay
con mdi tinh, sach sé. T cho rach trén c6 chiéc do khodc ca ré6 xam cua toi,
chiéc 4o cé chuit gi dam hoi hwéng mién Pong hon trudc, dac biét 1a bén
chiéc quan jeans b6 va céi do phong xanh nhat cia Blair. Tat thady nhw vo
nghia bén canh mo6i mot cau néi ay. Dwong nhw vu dan tinh sg nhap lan xa
10 nghe lot tai hon chuyén "Em dam chac Muriel bi biéng an tam ly" hay
tiéng cO ca s trén dai gao thét vé séng dién tir. Duong nhw vdi toi, chang
con gi dang ké ngoai mwoi hai tir 4y. Tt nhitng con gié am nhw dang day
chiéc xe tr6i xuéng con dwong nhiyra vang tanh cho dén mui can sa da nhat
van phang phat trong xe Blair. Tat ca nhitng gi dong lai d6 la céi thang toi
trd vé nha trong mot thang, gap mot nguwdi t6i khong thdy mat da bon thang
va thién ha sg phai nhap lan trén xa 10.

Blair 1ai xe roi xa 16 va gap dén dé. Mot con gid dit doi lam chiéc xe
rung 1én trong thoang chdc, r6i Blair mim cudi noéi gi dé vé chuyén co 1€
phai nang mui xe cao hon va chuyén sang kénh phat thanh khac. Trén
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duwong vé, Blair phai ditng xe vi c6 nam cong nhan dang khénh nhitng xac
co bi gi6 giat do, nhét 14 cay cung nhitng mau vo cay chét 1én mot xe tai 16n
mau do, Blair lai mim cuwdi. Cé dirng xe tredc nha toi, cong nha dé ngo, roi
toi ra khoi xe, ngac nhién khi nhan thdy tiét troi kho néng dén do nao. Toi
ding dé mot luc kha 1au, Blair cudi toe toét hoi, "Sao thé?" sau khi da phu
toi nhdc cac va li ra khoi khoang hanh ly, t6i lién noéi, "Khong" va Blair
bao, "Trong anh nhgt nhat qua," thé la toi nhiin vai, roi chiing téi chao tam
biét va co lén xe lai di.

Khong c6 ai ¢ nha. Biéu hoa dang chay va can nha téa ra mui go thong.
Trén ban bép c6 mau gidy nhan cho biét me va cac em gai dang di sam stra
cho Giang sinh. Twr cho ditng, t6i trong thdy con ché dang nam ngu canh bé
boi, thé phi phi, bo 16ng gon séng trwdc gio. Toi buwdce 1én lau, di ngang qua
c6 phuc vu méi, c6 nay mim cuwdi va c6 vé nhw da biét toi la ai, roéi toi di
qua phong cac em, hai phong trong van giong hét nhau, chi nhitng mau bao
cat ra t* GQ 2 dan trén twong la khdc, roi tdéi vao phong minh, nhan thay
khong c6 gi thay doi. Twong van mau trang, cac dia hat van nam ding vi
tri, ti vi chwra hé bi dich chuyén, ctta chép van dé mé diang nhuw khi t6i roi
di. C6 vé nhuw me va a phuc vu méi, hodc a phuc vu cfi, da don sach ta
twong khi t6i vang nha. Trén chong truyén tranh chat & ban c6 mau giay
nhan, "Van can dong truyén nay ha con?" ngoai ra con c6 tin nhan cho biét
Julian da goi va mot tdm thiép vdi dong chit "Me kiép Giang sinh." T6i m&
thiép ra, trong dé viét "Nao ta cung da véi Giang sinh," 161 moi du tiéc
Giang sinh cua Blair. T6i bo thiép xudng, nhan thay khong khi trong phong
da bat dau lanh thuec su.

Toi thao giay, 1én giwvdng nam, so tran xem minh c6 sot khong. Toi nghi
la c6. Ro6i van dat tay trén tran, toi ngwdc 1én sam soi tdm ap phich 16ng
kinh treo trén bitc twong phia dau givdong, nhwng ca né cling van y nhu cii.
Do la ap phich quang cao cho mot dia hat cti caa Elvis Costello. Elvis nhin
qua t6i, nhéch moi cwdi mia mai, mat dam dam huwdng ra ngoai ctra s6. T
"Trust" 3 1o Ittng trén dau 6ng, cap kinh ram bén xanh bén do cua 6ng bi
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kéo xéch xudng dwdi song miii dé ta c6 thé thay doi mat ong, chiing hoi
1éch tam. Nhung do6i mat 4y khong nhin t6i. Ching chi nhin bat ctt ai ditng
bén ctra s6, ma toi thi chang con hoi sitc dau ma nhom day ditng bén ctra
sO.

T6i nhac dién thoai goi Julian, ngac nhién thdy minh con nhé s6 ctia no,
nhung khong ai nhac may. T6i nhom day, nhin qua nhitng tdm chép lat va
thdy cac cay co dang dung dwa dit doi, oan han xudng trong lan gi6 nong,
doan t6i tran tran ngd tam ap phich, sau d6 quay di, r6i lai nhin nu cwoi ay,
doi mat mai mia dy, hai mat kinh xanh dé ay, va t6i van nghe vang vang
bén tai rang thién ha s¢ phai nhap lan trén xa 10, thé 1a t6i c6 gat cau noi do
ra khoi dau, x6a s6 né. Toi bat kénh MTV va ty nhi minh c6 thé quén no di
ma ngu néu uéng mat vién Valium, réi toi nghi dén Muriel, thdy hoi 6m khi
nhitng doan video bat dau duwgc chiéu.

T6i do6, toi dwa Daniel t6i du bira tiéc cta Blair, va Daniel deo kinh ram,
mdc do khodc len den vd&i quan jeans den. N6 con deo gang den bang da lgn
vi tuan trudc, @ New Hampshire, n6 da bi mot manh thuy tinh rach cho mot
dwong sau hoam & tay. T6i da cung né tdi phong cap cttu ctia bénh vién,
Xem nguoi ta rira vét thwong, lau sach mau réi 1ay chi khau lai, cho téi nam
gio sang khi bat dau thady minh phat bénh thi t6i bén boé ra ngoai phong doi,
nghe The Eagles hat "New Kid in Town" va lai muon vé nha. Gig thi chiing
toi dang ding trudc cira nha Blair @ Beverly Hills, Daniel dang phan nan
chuyén cai gang bam qua chat vao dam chi, nhung n6 khong thao gang ra
vi khong mudn ngwoi ta thdy dong chi bac méng thoi ra ngoai 16p da &
ngon tay. Blair ra md& cta.

"Hey, bo trai thé," Blair kéu lén. C6 mac 4o khoac da den véi quan cung
bd, khdng mang giay. C6 6m t6i r6i nhin sang Daniel.

"Ai cha, ai day?" c6 héi, cudi toe toét.

"Pay la Danid. Danid, day la Blair," t6i noi.
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Blair chia tay ra va Daniel mim cwdi, bat tay nhe nhang.
"Nao, vao di chi. Chic mung Giang sinh."

C6 hai cay thong Noel, mot trong phong khach, mot trong phong giai tri,
ca hai déu chang dén do sam lap lanh. Tai bita tiéc, cé nhiéu ban bé héi
trung hoc ma hau hét t6i chwa gap tir hom tot nghiép, tat ca bon ho déu
ding bén hai cay thong 16n. Trent, mot ngwdi mau nam toi quen, cling c6
mat.

"Chao Clay," Trent néi, n6 quan mot chiéc khan soc dé va xanh 1a quanh

~

cO.
"Trent," toi noi.
"Khoe khong cac tinh yéu?"
"Nhu voi. Trent, day la Daniel. Daniel, day la Trent."
Trent chia tay ra, Daniel cuwdi, chinh lai kinh ram r6i nhe nhang bat tay.
"Chao Daniel," Trent noi. "Cau hoc truong nao?"
"Cung treong Clay," Daniel noi. "Cau hoc truong nao?"

"U.C.L.A. 4, hay nhv 1t phvong Pong khoai goi la U.C.R.A. 5 " Trent
bat chwédc mét 1ao gia ngwoi Nhat, mat ti hi, dau cidi chao, ham trén nhe ra
ché nhao, roi n6 pha 1én cuwdi nhuw thang say rugu.

"Em thi hoc Dai hoc cho Tré Hw 6," Blair ndi, van toe toét cudi, luia ngon
tay vao mai toc vang dai.

"Pau vay?" Daniel hoi.

"U.S.C.," cO nbi.
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"0, phai," Daniel dap. "Dtng roi."

Blair va Trent pha 1én cwdi, co phai bam lay tay n6 dé ditng cho virng.
"Hodac Jew.S.C. 7," c6 néi, gan nhu hén hén.

"Hodc Jew.C.L.A.," Trent ndi, van cuoi 16n.

Cudi cung Blair thdi cwdi va di lwét qua toi téi civa, bdo to6i nén udng thit
rwgu punch 8.

"Tao di 14y rwgu punch nhé," Daniel néi. "Mudn udng khong, Trent?"
"Khong, cam on." Trent nhin t6i va noéi, "Trong may nhot qua."

To6i thay trong minh qua cé nhgt that, so vdi lan da sdm nang cta Trent
va nudc da cua hau hét nhitng nguoi khac trong phong. "Tao da & New
Hampshire bon thang."

Trent tho tay vao tui. "Pay," n6 duwa t6i mot tam cac. "Pay la dia chi mot
tiém lam sam da & Santa Monica. N6 khong chiéu sang nhan tao hay cai gi
kiéu kiéu thé dau, va may cling khong phdi xoa Vitamin E khap nguoi dau.
Tiém nay tén Uva Bath va nhitng gi tui n6 lam la nhuom da may."

MGt 1at sau thi tdi khong nghe Trent néi nita ma ngo sang ba thang con
trai, dam ban cta Blair ma t6i khong quen, chung hoc U.S.C, rdt téc vang,
da ram nang, mot thang dang hat theo diéu nhac phét qua loa.

"NO cong hiéu day," Trent noi.
"Cai gi cong hieu?" toi lo dang hoi.
"Tiém Uva Bath. Uva Bath. Nhin tam cac di, ban hién."

"O phai," t6i nhin tdm cac. "Ngudi ta nhudém da, phai khong?"
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"Phai."

"OK."

Im lang.

"Dao nay may lam gi?" Trent hai.
"D& do," téi néi. "Con may?"

"A," né mim cuoi ty hdo. "Tao dugc nhan vao mot cong ty nguwdi mau,
mot noi thye sy odch," né ca quyét véi téi. "Ma doan xem ai khong nhitng
sap lén bia International Male hai thang t6i, ma con c6 mat trén catalog cta
U.C.L.A. thang Sau nay?"

"Ai?" toi hoi.
"Tao, ban hién a," Trent noi.
"International Male &?"

"(. Tao cha thich tap chi d6. Ga dai dién cua tao kéu tui n6 khong dugc
chup khoa than, kiéu Speedos hay cac thi dai loai thé. Tao khong c6 khéa
than khda thiéc gi hét."

Toi tin né nhung cha budn hiéu tai sao, va tdéi ngé quanh phong xem Rip,
gad ban hang cho t6i, c6 mat trong bita tiéc hay khong. Nhung khong thay
han dau c3, thé 1a téi quay lai v6i Trent va hoi, "Vay ha? May con lam gi
nita khong?"

"0, nhw thwong 18 thoi. Pén Nautilus, tap cho bd ngudi ra, dén cai chd
Uva kia... Nhung ma nay, dirng cho ai biét la tao dén dé nhé, dugc chi?"

"Gl ca?"
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"Tao bdo dirng cho ai biét vé cai tiém Uva d6, dugc chit?" Trong Trent cé

vé ban khoan, gan nhu 1a lo lang, thé nén t6i siét vai n6 dé tran an. "O,
phai, dung c6 lo."

"Nay," n6 vira n6i vira nhin khap phong. "Phai di gidi quyét vai cong
chuyén da. Gap sau nhé. Bita trwa ay," né dua roi bo di.

Daniel quay lai cung ly reegu punch, ruegu rat dé va rat manh, t6i nhap
mot ngum va hing hang ho. Ttr ch6 dang ding, t6i trong thay bo cua Blair,
mot nha san xudt phim. Ong cu ngdi trong géc phong gidi tri va néi chuyén
v6i mot dién vién tré ma t6i nghi tirtng hoc cung trueong t6i. Ga bo cua 6ng
cling c6 mat trong bita tiéc. Ga tén Jared, rat tré, téc vang, da rdm nang, mat
xanh, rang trang bong, déu tam tap, ga dang no6i chuyén véi ba thang dén tw
U.S.C. Tbi cling thdy me Blair ng6i bén quay rugu véi mot ly votka gimlet,
tay run run dua ly rugu 1én miéng. Alana, ban cta Blair budc vao phong va
om toi, toi gidi thiéu co voi Daniel.

"Trong anh gidéng David Bowie nhu dic," Alana, ro rang da ndc dén say
khuét, bao Daniel, "Anh c6 thuan tay trai khong?"

"Khong, anh e la khong," Daniel ndi.

"Alana thich cdac chang thuan tay trai," toi bdo Daniel.
"Va giong David Bowie," ¢6 nhac toi.

"Va song ¢ Colony," t6i két thic.

"0i, Clay, anh qué 1a mot anh chang ra trd," cd cudi khic khich. "Clay
thuc sw la mot chang ra tro," c6 nang ndi vai Daniel.

"Phai, anh biét," Daniel n6i. "M4t ga ra tro. Bung thé."

"Em uong punch chwa? Em nén thtr di," toi bao c6.
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"Cung a," co n6éi cham rai, thong thiét. "Chinh em pha ché punch dé

day."

C6 pha lén cudi, nhung dot ngdt nin khe khi trong thdy Jared. "Oi, Chida
oi, em wdc gi bo Blair khong moi Jared téi nhitng cho nhw nay. Chuyén doé
lam me né cang thang lam. Bang nao co dy cling say khwét thoi, nhung
viéc anh ta lang vang xung quanh sé khién moi viéc té hon. "C6 quay sang
Daniel va néi, "Me Blair mac chitng sg khoang rong 9." C6 tiép tuc nhin
Jared. "Y em la tuan sau anh ta t6i Thung Liing Chét dé quay phim roi, em
khong hiéu sao anh ta khéng doi dugc tGi lic do, cac anh nghi sao?" Alana
quay sang Daniel, r6i sang toi.

"Khoéng hiéu," Daniel nghiém trang néi.
"Anh ciling chiu," t6i ndi, lac dau.

Alana nhin xuéng, r6i lai quay sang toi n6i, "Trong anh nhgt thé nao ay,
Clay a. Anh nén di bién hay gi d6 di."

"C6 thé anh sé di." T6i man mé tam cac Trent dwa cho roi héi co liéu
Julian c6 t6i khong. "Né goi dién, dé lai tin nhan cho anh, nhuwng anh khong
lién lac duwgc voi no," toi noi.

"Oi Chtia 0i, khéng," Alana néi. "Em nghe néi né x4c xo kinh hon."

"Y em la sao?" t6i héi.

Bong ba tay U.S.C. va Jared dong loat pha Ién cudi.

Alana ddo mat, vé ngan ngam. "Jared nghe duwgc cau dua ngu xuan nay tw
gad bo dang lam viéc ¢ quan Morton. Hai 16i néi d6i trang tron nhat la gi?
Toi sé trd cau tién va anh sé khong cho vao trong miéng em. Em tham chi
cha hiéu gi.
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"Oi Chiia oi, em phai di gitp Blair diy. Me n6 lai ra quiy ruou roi. Rat
vui dugc gap anh, Daniel."

"Ua, anh cling rat vui," Daniel néi.

Alana budc tGi quay regu canh hai me con Blair.

"Lé ra tao phai ngam nga bai Let's dance," Daniel noi.
"L€ ra may nén thé."

Daniel cuoi. "Oi Clay, may qua 1a mot thing ra tro."

Chung t0i roi di sau khi Trent va mot trong nhitng ga U.S.C. nga vao cay
thong Noel trong phong khach. Khi hai dita da yén vi noi cudi quay rugu
toi tdam & Polo Lounge, hau nhu cd hai déu khong noi gi.

"Tao muon vé," Daniel khé noi, c6 vé hoi kho khan.
"Vé dau?" to6i héi, khong hiéu lam.

Mot khoadng ldang dai tr6i qua khién toi thady hodng hodng sao do, roi
Daniel uong can ly cta nd, tay man mé cap kinh ram dang deo va ndi, "Tao
cha biét. Vé la vé thoi."

Hai me con t6i ng6i trong nha hang trén pho Melrose, me udng rugu
vang trang, van deo kinh ram va khong ngirng vu6t toc, trong khi t6i mai
miét ngam hai ban tay ctia minh, doan chéac ching dang run ray. Me guong
cudi khi héi toi mudn qua gi cho Giang sinh. T6i ngac nhién khi thay minh
phai c6 gang 1am m&i c6 thé ngang dau 1én ma nhin ba.

"Khong gi ca," toi noi.

Mot khodng lang troi qua, roi tdi hoi me, "Me muon gi?"
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Ba khong 1én tiéng hoi 1au, con toi tiép tuc ngam tay minh trong khi ba
nhap tirng ngum rwgu. "Me khong biét nita. Me chi mu6én mot Giang sinh
vui ve."

Toi nin thinh.
"Trong con khong vui," dot nhién ba ndi vay.
"Pau co," toi tra 10i.

"Trong con khong vui," me n6i khé hon. Ba lai vudt mai toc da tay roi
nhuom vang hoe cua minh.

"Me ciing thé," t6i dap lai, tham mong me dirng néi gi thém.

Ba chang no6i gi thém that, cho t&i khi ba uong hét ly thit ba va rét ra ly
thit tw.

"Bita ti€c thé nao?"

"OK."

"Bao nhiéu nguoi du?"

"B6n muoi. Nam muwoi." T6i nhin vai.

Ba nhap m6t ngum rugu. "May gid con roi tiéc?"
"Con khong nhg."

"Mot gio? Hai gio?"

"Chac dé mot gio."

"0," ba lai ngitng 15i d& nhap ngum nita.
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"Bita tiéc khong vui lam," t6i nhin ba va noi.
"Sao thé?" ba tdo mo.
"Chi la khong vui 1am théi," toi trd 10i va lai nhin hai tay minh.

Toi va Trent ¢ trong mot toa tau dién mau vang tai nha ga Sunset. Trent
hit thudc va udng Pepsi, con toi tran tran ngod ra ngoai clra s6, ngam den
pha cua dam xe ¢ chay ngang qua. Chung t6i dang dgi Julian, dang ra no
phai mang cho Trent mgt gam thudc. Julian da mudn mudi lam pht, con
Trent thi ci¥ thac thom, néng rudt, ay vay nhung khi t6i khuyén né nén mua
hang cua Rip nhu toi thay vi cua Julian thi n6 chi nhun vai. Sau cung,
chiing t6i bé di va né bao chiing t6i c6 thé tim thdy Julian tai cho dan may
choi dién tir & Westwood. Nhung chiing t6i khong tim thay Julian tai cho
dan may choi dién tir & Westwood, nén Trent dé nghi chiing t6i t&i
Fatburger danh chén gi d6. N6 than déi, kéu lau lam r6i n6 chang an uong
gi, va nhac gi day t6i chuyén an kiéng. Ching toi goi moén va mang thitc an
ra ban. Nhung t6i khong d6i may va Trent phat hién ra suat Fatburger cia
toi khong cé 6t.

"Gi thé nay? Fatburger ma khong cé 6t thi an thé quai nao dugc."
T6i dao mat nhin n6 va cham mot diéu thuoc.

"Chuia 0i, may that quai g&. May & chon New Hampshire ch6 dé do qua
lau day," n6 lam bam. "Péch c6 cé 6t niva."

Toi khong noi gi, nhan thady may bitc twong da dwgc son mot mau vang
rie rd, nhin nhitc ca mat, giong nhw dang phat sang duwdi anh dén huynh
quang choi loa. Trén may hat tw dong, Joan Jett va Blackhearts dang ca bai
"Crimson and clover". T6i cam mat vao bitc twong, lang nghe 15i bai hat.
"Crimson and clover, over and over, and over and over..." Ty nhién t6i thay
khat, nhung khong thiét ra quay thanh toan goi do6 uong vi mot con bé
nguwoi Nhat map u, mdt may u dot dang phuc vy, trong khi mot nhan vién

https://thuviensach.vn



an ninh dya Iwng vao mot birc twong vang khac, theo doi tat thay vai vé
ngo vue, con Trent van tran tran ngo suat Fatburger cua t6i vGi vé siing sot,
ban ké bén thi c6 mot tay dién so mi dd, toc két sgi dai dang vo gay guitar,
ra rit 10i bai hat, dau lac qua lac lai va miéng ngodac ra. "Crimson and
clover, over and over and over... Crimson and clo-oh-ver..."

Da hai gio sang, troi néng, chiing t6i ngoi trong can phong phia sau cua
quan Edge, Trent deo thit kinh rdm cta t6i va t6i bdo né t6i muon ra khéi
day. Trent bao chac hai, ba phut gi day la bién thoi. Nhac tir san nhdy vang
sang nghe chitng qua am 1, c@ mai khi nhac dirng va mot bai hat khac vang
1én la t6i lai cang thang. T6i twa nguwdi vao bitc twong gach, dé y thay hai
thang con trai dang 6m ap nhau trong goc t6i. Trent thay t6i cang thang lién
néi, "May muon tao lam gi? May mudn thudéc 10 chit gi? N6 rtt ra mot thoi
Pez 11 r6i 4n vao cai dau Vit Daffy dé déng lai. T6i khong néi gi, chi dan
mat vao théi Pez, n6 cat théi keo di, nghén c6 1én. "Phai Muriel d6 khong?"

"Khong, con nho dé da den co."
"(... may néi ding."

Im lang.

"Khong phai gai dau."”

To6i ty hdi lam sao Trent c6 thé lan 16n mot thang con trai da den, khong
c6 vé gi la mac chitng biéng an, véi Muriel, nhung sau t6i nhan ra thang da
den dy dang mdc vay. T6i nhin Trent va bdo né lan nita la t6i mudn ra khoéi
day.

"Ua, tui minh ai ma cha phdi di," n6 dap. "May néi roi con gi."
T6i nhin cham chdam xudng giay ctia minh, trong khi Trent c6 moi

chuyén ra dé ndéi. "May nhiéu qua day." T6i van cam mat xuéng doi giay,
tha thiét muén xin n6 cho t6i xem thoi Pez.
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Trent noi, "Cho chét that, tim Blair thoi, di nao, di."

Du khéng muoén quay lai gian phong chinh nhung t6i nhan ra la phai di
qua do thi méi ra ngoai dugc. Toi trong thay Daniel, dang néi chuyén vGi
mot cO nang tuyét xinh vdi lan da rdm nang, mac o thun Heaven ciin con
va vay ngan den-trang, t6i néi tham vao tai no6 giuc di, thé la né nhin toi
ndi, "Mac me tao." Cudi cung t6i giat manh tay n6, bado may say that roi, nd
lién kéu tao khong gidn dau. N6 hon ma c6 nang roi theo chiing t6i ra ctra,
noi Blair dang dirng noi chuyén véi mot ga U.S.C.

"Minh di chi#?"c6 héi.
"U," t6i dap, tw héi ndy gid cd da & chd nao.

Chung t6i buwdc ra ngoai troi dém oi 4, Blair hoi, "Tui minh choi vui day
chit ha?" nhung chang ai i hir gi, thé 1a ¢6 nhin xudng.

Trent dang ditng cung Daniel bén chiéc BMW ctia Trent, Trent kéo may
cubn tém tat 12 cda tdc pham As I Lay Dying 13 ra khoi ngan dung gang
va dwa cho Blair. Ca bon chao tam biét va lo cho Daniel chui vao xe no.
Trent bao c6 khi mot diva trong bon nén 1ai xe dwra Daniel vé nha, nhung
sau d6 nhat tri rang sé rat phién toai khi chd né vé nha réi ngay mai lai lai
xe duwa no trd lai. T6i chd Blair vé nha c6 & Beverly Hills, suot duwong di c6
chi im lang, tay man mé may cuén tém tat, ti* Iic co rang xbéa vét dong dau
14 trén tay va noi, "Me kiép. Em wéc gi tui n6 khong phai dong dau den 1én
tay em. Cha bao gio x6a sach dugc ca." Poan c6 nhac dén chuyén toi
khong hé goi cho c6, du da di sudt bon thang. T6i néi xin 16i 6, roi khdi
dai 16 Hollywood vi dén dom qua sang va lai xe vao Sunset, ngodt vé
dwong nha c6 réi dén 16i vao nha c6. Ching t6i hon nhau, ¢6 nhan ra toi gitt
tay 1ai qua chat, lién nhin hai nam tay t6i n6i, "Tay anh do kia," va buéc ra
khoi xe.
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Chung t6i mua sam & Beverly Hills tir budi sang cho dén dau budi chiéu.
Me, hai em gai va t6i. Hinh nhw phan 16n thoi gian me ¢ ctra hang Neiman-
Marcus. Hai ¢6 em gai thi qua Jerry Magnim, dung tai khodn tra sau cta bo
dé mua gi do6 tang bo va t6i, xong r6i ra MGA, Camp Beverly Hills va
Privilege dé ti sam stta cho minh. Gan nhw su6t budi shopping, t6i ngo6i
bén quay rugu trong La Scala Boutique, ngao ngéan cung cic, hit thuéce va
noc rwgu vang do. Cudi cung, me toi 1ai con Mercedes tdi, dau xe trwde cira
La Scala va cho t6i. T6i ditng day, dé tién lai trén quay thanh toan r6i 1én
xe, nga dau vao tam dém da.

Chu thich

(1)Tén goi tat ctia san bay quoc té Los Angeles. (T4t ca chu thich trong
sach déu la cua nguwoi dich).

(2)Gentlemen's Quarterly: tap chi phat hanh hang quy danh cho dan ong.
(3)Ten mot album cua Elvis Costello.

(4)University of California, Los Angeles (Pai hoc California, Los
Angeles). Do ddc trung ngon ngit, ngwdi Nhat thuwong phat am khong chuan
cum trr U.C.L.A. va doc thanh U.C.R.A.

(5)Nguyén van: University of Spoiled Children, viét tat cting la U.S.C.,
nhu tén treong U.S.C. - University of Southern California.

(6)Blair va Trent ché giéu cach phat am sai ctia ngudi chau A, khi ho
phat am chit "u" theo cach phat am cua tw "jew" /jzu:/.

(7)Ngudi Do Théi.

(8)Mot loai d6 uéng hay dugc sit dung trong cac bita tiéc, thwong cd con
va pha nudc trai cay.
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(9)MGt chitng rdi loan tam than, ngwdi mac chitng nay thuwong so nhitng
noi cong cong, nhitng dia diém la hodc déng nguoi.

(10)Nguyén van: Lude, hay Quaalude - mot loai thudc vién c6 chita chat
an than Methaqualone.

(11)Tén mot hang keo Bi. Céc thoi keo doi khi cé nap hinh nhan vat hoat
hinh.

(12)CIliff note: sach tom tat cia nhitng tdc pham van hoc dai dé hoc sinh,
sinh vién c6 thé nam dugc cac y chinh trong tac pham do.

(13)Tén mat tiéu thuyét noi tiéng cua William Faulkner.

(14)0 My nguoi dudi 21 tudi vao quan rugu sé bi déng du vao tay dé
nguwoi ban revgu thady dau nay va khong ban rugu cho ho. Bay 1a mot quy
dinh nham han ché thanh thiéu nién udng rugu.
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Chuong 2

N6 dang hen ho véi anh chang khiing nhat," mdt trong hai dita em toi

noi.
"Anh ay hoc & dau vay?" dia kia quan tam hai.
"Harvard."
"Anh 4y hoc 16p may?"
"Chin. Trén né mot nam."
"Me nghe no6i ho dang ban nha," me t6i noi.

"Khong biét anh ay c6 dwgc rao ban khong nhi," con em 16n, ma t6i nghi
muoi lam tudi, lam bam, r6i hai difa em ric rich cwdi dudi hang ghé sau.

Mot chiéc xe tai chd tro choi dién tir & dang sau di ngang qua, hai dita
em tOi phat r6 1én.

"Bam theo b0 tro choi do6 di!" mot diva ra 1énh.

"Me, me c6 nghi néu con xin bo thi b6 sé mua Galaga lam qua Giang
sinh cho con khong?" dita kia héi, chai chuét mai téc vang ngan ngun. T6i
nghi c6 1é con bé mudi ba tudi.

"Galaga la cai gi?" me hoi.

"Tro choi dién t," mot trong hai noi.
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"Con c6 Atari r6i ma," me toi noi.
"Atari ré qud," con bé noi, dua dira kia chiéc lwgc, dita kia cling téc vang.

"Me khong biét," me noi, chinh kinh ram, m@ mui chong nang. "Ta6i nay
me sé an t6i voi bo."

"Kha quan day," dita 16n n6i mia mai.
"Tui con sé dé n6 ¢ dau?" mot dita noi.
"Dé gi?" me toi héi lai.

"Galaga! Galaga!" hai em toi gao len.
"Trong phong Clay, chac thé."

Toi lac dau.

"V@ van! Khong dugc," mot diva ré 1én. "Clay khong thé gitt Galaga
trong phong anh ay. Anh ay lic nao cling khoa ctra."

"Pung thé, Clay, em phat byc vi chuyén dé," dita kia danh giong.
"Sao lic nao anh ciing khoa ctra thé Clay?"
Toi khong tra 10i.

"Sao anh lai khoa ctra hd Clay?" mot trong hai dita, to6i khong biét la dita
nao, lai hoi.

T6i van im lang. T6i dang nghi xem c6 nén tim lay mot cai trong dam tui
MGA hodc Camp Beverly Hills hay mét hop giay hiéu Privilege ma quang
ra ngoai ctra xe hay khong.

"Me, kéu anh 4y trd 16i con di. Sao anh lai khéa ctta hg Clay?"
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T6i quay lai. "Vi ca hai dita may déu th6 mot phan tw gam cocain cta tao
vao cai lan cudi cung tao dé ctta mé. Ly do day."

Hai dwra nin thinh. Bai "Teenage Enema Nurses in Bondage" ctia mot
nhém nhac tén la Killer Pussy dang vang len trén dai phat thanh, me t6i hoi
c6 nghe cai nay khong, thé 1a hai dita bao ba bat to 1én, r6i khong ai néi
tiéng nao nita cho t6i khi bai hat két thiic. Lic vé dén nha, con bé ké t6i rot
cudc cling noi vai toi & bé boi, "V van. Em day ty kiém cocain dugc."

Tay béac si tam than t6i phdi gap trong sudt bon tuan ¢ nha con tré, dé rau,
1ai 450 SL, c6 nha & Malibu. T6i ngoi trong van phong kéo rém kin mit cta
han @ Westwood ma van deo kinh ram, hut thudc 14, d6i khi hat ca kretek 1
chi dé tréu tirc han, thi thodng t6i con khdc 16c. Déi khi tdi hét vao mat han
va han hét lai. T6i bao han rang minh c6 nhitng twdng twgng tinh duc ky
quadi, thé 1a han t6 ra cham chid hon nhiéu. T6i bat dau cwdi pha 1én vo 6,
sau do thay khé &. Thi thodng t6i lai con d6i han nita. Han ké cho t6i nghe
vé c6 bo ctia han, vé viéc stra chita dang duoc tién hanh v6i can nha &
Tahoe, va t6i nham mat ma cham tiép diéu thudc khac, can rang chiu dyng.
Doi khi t6i ditng day bo di.

Toi dang ngoi trong quan Du-par's & Studio City, dgi Blair, Alana va
Kim. Tui n6 goi dién ru toi di xem phim cung, nhung t6i da uéng Valium
va danh mot giac hoi dau gio chiéu nén khong thé di cho kip gap tui n6
ngoai rap duwgc. Thé la toi hen tui né & Du-par's. T6i ng6i gan cira sé 16n,
kéu phuc vu mang ca phé dén, nhung c6 ta chang mang gi dén cho t6i ma
lai di lau ban ké bén va phuc vu ban khac. Song viéc co ta chang dem gi
dén cho t6i hoa ra lai hay vi tay t6i c¥ run khuing khiép. T6i dot mot diéu
thu6c, dé y dong do trang tri Noel trén quay thu ngan chinh. M6t hinh ngm
ong gia Noel bang nhwa, thap sang bang dén né 6ng dang cam mat thanh
keo Styrofoam dai gan mét, véi nhitng hop 16n xanh do twa vao né, toi tw
héi trong nhitng cai hop dy c6 gi. Thé r6i moi con mat bat chgt don vao doi
mat ciia mot ga trai nhé thé, da sdm mau, trong c6 vé sét rudt, mac ao thun
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Universal Studios, ng6i cach t6i hai ban. Han nhin t6i cham cham, con t6i
ngo6 xuong va rit mot hoi dai. Han c& thé nhin dam dam, con toi chi c6 thé
nghi mot 1a han khong trong thdy toi, hai la toi khong cé & day. Toi khong
1o vi sao t6i nghi thé. Thién ha sg¢ phai nhap lan. Khong biét han c6 phai dé
ban khong.

Blair bat thinh linh hon vao ma t6i r6i ngo6i xuéng cung Alana va Kim.
Blair cho t6i biét hdm nay Muriel phai nhap vién. "N6 ngat xiu trong 16p
phim. Thé la ngwdi ta dwa n6 t6i Cedars-Sinai, ma day dau phai la bénh
vién gan U.S.C. nhat," Blair néi ao ao va cham thu6c hit. Kim deo kinh
ram mau hong, cham thudc theo, roi téi lwgt Alana cling xin mét diéu.

"Anh sé t@i bita tiéc cua Kim phai khong Clay?" Alana hoi.
"0 phai, Clay. Anh nhét dinh phai t&i day," Kim néi.

"Bao gio vay?" t6i hai, biét Kim Iic nao ciing t6 chifc tiéc ting, moi tuan
mot lan hay gan gan thé.

"Khodng cudi tuan sau," c6 bdo, du toi biét thé nao cling la ngay mai.

"T6 cha biét di véi ai," Alana bat chot néi. "Oi Chua oi, t& ching biét di
véi thang cho6 nao." Co6 ngirng 16i. "TE¢ chi méi nhan ra thoi day."

"Thé Cliff thi sao? Khong phai cau tirng di v6i Cliff sao?" Blair héi.
"T¢ sé di vai Cliff," Kim no6i, nhin sang Blair.

"0, phai roi," Blair néi.

"Néu cau di vdi Cliff, t6 sé di v6i Warren," Alana noi.

"T& twdng hoi trwde cau di lai véi Warren," Kim noéi véi Blair.

Toi liéc sang Blair.
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"T& c6 di choi véi Warren, nhung t& khong di lai v6i cau ay," Blair noi,
dwong nhu hoi cham.

"Cau co di lai dau. Cau ngu vdi ndé ma. Cau dau co di lai," Alana noi.

"Sao cling dwoc, sao cling dugc,”" Blair noi, lat gid to thyc don, liéc sang
t0i roi quay di.

"Cau c6 ngu v6i Warren khong day?" Kim héi Alana.

Alana nhin Blair, r6i nhin Kim, sau dé nhin sang t6i va néi, "Khong, t&
khong ngt véi cau ta." Co lai nhin sang Blair r6i lai nhin Kim. "Thé ciu thi
c6 hay khong?"

"Khong, nhung t¢ nghi Cliff ttng nga véi Warren," Kim noi, hoi ngap
ngung.

"C6 khi thé that, nhung t¢ twong Cliff ngti véi con bé Didi Hellman Qué-
mua-h6a-Du-con gém ghiéc ch," Blair noi.

"Oi, khong phai dau. Ai bao cau thé?" Alana to mo.

Dot nhién tdi nha ra la hinh nhv minh da ngu véi con bé Didi Hellman.
Toi cling nhd ra la hinh nhw minh da ngu ca vGi Warren. Toi khong noi gl.
M4y c6 nang nay han da biét roi.

"Didi cht¥ ai," Blair néi. "N6 khong ké véi cau ha?"
"Khoéng," Kim no6i. "N6 cé ké dau."

"N6 cling khong ké gi vdi t6," Alana noi.

"No6 ké voi tg," Blair noi.

"Oi, n6 thi biét cai gi? Vi Chda, n6 song & Calabasas ma," Alana rén ri.
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Blair suy nghi mot chit roi cham rai noi, giong déu déu, "Néu Cliff ngu
v&i Didi, cau ta han da nga vdi... Raoul."

"Raoul nao co?" Alana va Kim dong thanh noi.

To6i 1at m@ thye don, gid vo doc, tw hoi khong biét minh da ngu véi
Raoul chua. Cai tén nghe quen quen.

"Ban trai khac cia Didi. N6 lic nao ciling dinh dang t&i may vu phang
phich ba nguwdi tém lgm. Tui n6 16 lam," Blair néi va dong thyc don lai.

"Didi cling 16 dau kém," Alana chém vao.

"Raoul la giai den phai khong?" mot luc sau Kim hai.

T6i chra ngu vGi Raoul lan nao.

"Ua. Sao?"

"V1 t6 nghi td tirng gap tay do trong bita tiéc hau trvong & The Roxy."
"Twdng tay do soc thuéc qua liéu ma."

"Khoéng, khong. Cau ta xinh trai 1am. C6 khi la giai den banh nhat t&
tirng gap dy," Blair ndi.

Alana va Kim gat dau tan dong. Toi gap thuc don lai.
"Nhung khong phai cau ta bong sao?" Kim t6 vé quan tam.
"Ai? Cliff a?" Blair hoi.

"Khong. Raoul co."

"Cau ta lwong. Lwdng ddy," Blair néi, roi lai hoi phan van. "Té nghi thé."
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"T@ khong nghi cau ta ngu véi Didi dau," Alana noi.
"T@ cling cha tin teo nao," Blair noi.
"Thé sao no lai hen ho véi cau ta?"

"N6 cho la cdp bo véi giai den thi chtia lam," Blair néi, c6 nang da chan
ngay dé tai nay.

"Con do day," Alana rung minh vé kinh t6m mia mai.
Ba dita ngirng ndi, r6i Kim bao, "T¢ khong biét Cliff ngti véi Raoul day."

"Cliff ngt vGi ca thién ha ma," Alana n6i, nhuwéng mat 1én, thé la Kim
v0i Blair pha 1én cudi. Blair nhin sang toi, toi cling gugng mim cuoi, phuc
vu ban tdi nghe goi mon.

DPuing nhu t6i doan, bita tiéc ctia Kim dién ra t6i nay. T6i theo Trent t&i
du. Trent dién ca vat khi t&i nha toi, n6é bao t6i lam theo, thé la t6i deo ca
vat do. Khi hai dita dirng xe @ tiém Santo, Pietro mua gi do an tre@c bita
tiéc, Trent thay bong minh phan chiéu trén mot trong cac 6 kinh ctra so, thé
la né nhan mat va thao ca vat ra, bdo toi cling lam theo, quyét dinh nay héa
ra lai sang sudt vi & bita tiéc cha c6 ma nao deo ca vat gi sat.

Tai ng6i nha & Holmby Hills, t6i tan chuyén v&i vo s6 ngudi, ho ké cho
t0i nghe nao chuyén sam sita com 1€ ¢ Fred Segal, chuyén mua vé xem ca
nhac, sau do t6i nghe Trent ké 1€ vGi moi nguwdi chuyén né dang sinh hoat
ly thu ra sao trong hoi sinh vién no tham gia ¢ U.C.L.A. T6i con noi
chuyén vdi Pierce, mot thang ban thai trung hoc, xin 16i né vi da khong goi
khi méi t6i, nhung n6 bao khong thanh van dé, réi thi trong t6i sao ma nhot
nhat qud, va ai d6 da chom mat con BMW b6 né mua cho lam qua t6t
nghiép. Julian ciing c6 mat tai budi tiéc, nom khong dén noéi xac xo kinh
hon nhw Alana néi: da van ram nang, toc vang ngan ngun, xem chirng hoi
qua gay, nhwng ngoai ra van banh. Julian xin 16i Trent vi da khong gap
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duwgce né ¢ quan Carney t6i hom no, rang né thuc sy ban, con toi ditng bén
Trent trong khi né n6c can ly gin pha tonic thit ba, thay n6 néi, "May lam
an vo trach nhiém déch mé noi," roi t6i quay di, ban khoan khong biét c6
nén hoi Julian xem n6é mudn gi khi goi t6i va dé lai tin nhan, nhung khi
chuing t6i bon mat nhin nhau va sap stta chao héi thi né quay di, buéc vao
phong khach. Blair nhtin nhay sang cho t6i, ngdm nga 1¢i bai "Do you
really want to hurt me" ma c6 at vira m@i nhé ra trong con say, doan bao t6i
trong c6 vé phén day va dwa cho t6i mot chiéc hop Jerry Magnin, thi tham
cau "Chuc mirng Giang sinh nhé, cdo gia," vao tai toi, r6i hon t6i.

T6i m& hop. Mot chiéc khan quang. T6i cdm on, khen chiéc khan dep.
Co kéu toi quang vao xem c0 vua khong, toi bao thuong thi khan quang
vira cho tat cd. Nhung co & nai ni nén t6i danh phai lam theo, c6 mim
cwoi, thi tham tv "Hoan hdo", doan quay vé quay rugu 1dy dé uéng. Toi
dang ditng cho vo vdi khan quang trén c6 trong goéc phong khach thi bong
nhién trong thay Rip, tay ban hang cho minh, va t6i nhe ca nguoi.

Rip dién mdt b canh trang, thung thinh, day c6p ma chac ga mua &
Parachute, kem mii ph6t den dat tién, khi Rip len ra cho t6i, Trent hoi ga
xem dao nay c6 di nhdy du khong. "Nhdy du ay 2? Hiéu khong?" Trent néi,
rdc rich cwdi. Rip chi dam dam nhin Trent cho dén khi thang nay im bat.
Julian tré vé phong, t6i dang chuan bi ra chao thi bi Rip ttim lay cai khan
trén c6, kéo t6i vao mot can phong trong. T6i dé y can phong khéng co6 ndi
that gi rdo va bat dau thac mac nguyén do, trong khi Rip vo nhe vao vai toi,
cuoi 16n.

"Tinh hinh thé déch nao r6i?"
"Rat On," t0i noi. "Sao trong nay khéng c6 doé dac nhi?"

"Kim sap don di," ga ndi. "Cam on da goi lai cho anh nhé, caa khi."
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T6i thira biét Rip chang c6 goi cho minh, nhwng van néi, "Xin 16i, em
méi vé dugc khoang bon hom va khong biét nita... Nhung em tim anh may
hom nay."

"Thi anh day. Anh gitp gi dvgc may, cha em?"
"Anh co6 gi?"

"May hoc hanh gi ¢ cai truong d6?" Rip hoi, khong budn tra 10i t6i. Ga
16i tw trong tui ra hai phong bi nho gap kin.

"A, mot khoa nghé thuat, mot khéa viét va mot khéa nhac..."

"Khoa nhac 4?" Rip ngat 101, lam b6 hao hitng. "C6 viét nhac khong
bay?"

"A, c6, dbi chit." Tdi luc tim vi trong tiii quan sau.

"Nay, anh c6 viét 16i bai hat day. Viét nhac di. Minh sé lam ca triéu."
"Ca triéu gi cg?"

"May sé quay vé chi??" Rip hoi ngay sau dé.

Toi khong néi gi, chi dan mat vao nira gam hang ga dé xuong mot chiéc
guong cam tay nho.

"Hay may sé & lai... va choi boi... @ L.A." Rip pha 1én cudi, cham thudc.
Ga lay dao cao xé dong bot ra lam bon phan 16n, doan dwa cho t6i mot tQ
hai mwoi d6 cudn tron, t6i nghiéng ngwdi xuong hit.

"Vé dau?" t6i héi, ngang dau lén, hit ha am 1.
"Chua oi," Rip n6i, nghiéng ngudi xudng. "Veé trwong ay, thang ngu."

"Em khong biét. Chac thé."
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"Chac thé a." Ga hit ca hai phan cda g3, hai dong bot dai, cao ngat, roi
dwa t0 hai muoi do cho toi.

"U," toi nhun vai, lai cti ngwoi xuong.

"Khan quang dwoc day. Qua dugc luén. Anh doan Blair né van khoai
méy’"

Rip cuoi.

"Cé thé," toi noi, hit phan con lai.

"C6 thé, cé thé," Rip pha 1én cuoi.

T6i mim cwoi, lai nhin vai. "Ngon day. Mot gam nhé?"

"Cua may day, thang em." Ga dwa t6i mot trong hai chiéc phong bi nho.

T6i dua ga hai to¢ nam chuc, mot to hai chuc, ga dwa lai t6i to hai chuc va
noi, "Qua Giang sinh nhé!"

"Cam on nhiéu, Rip."

"A, anh nghi may nén quay lai di," ga néi, dut tién vao tdi. "Piing quay
pha. Bung nhuw céi i vo cong roi nghe."

"Nhuw anh ha?" T6i hoi ngay vi da néi cau nay. That chang dung ltc.
"Nhw anh, cu a," Rip noéi, ngan ngu.

"Em khong biét em c6 mudn vay khong."

"Y may la sao, may khong biét may c6 mudn khong a?"

"Em khong rd. O d6 ciing ching khac gi may."
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Rip dang bat dau chéan va t6i c6 cam giac ga khong mang lam chuyén t6i
di hay 0.

"Nghe nay, may con dugc nghi dai dai, phai khong? Mot thang, phai
khong?"

"Phdi. Bon tuan."

"Mot thang, phai r6i. Cit suy nghi chuyén do di."

"Em sé nghi."

Rip tién dén ctta s6.

"Anh con lam DJ khéng?" t6i cham diéu thu6c va hoi.

"Khoéng doi nao, cu." Ga lwét mot ngon tay lén chiéc gwong, cham né 1én
rang roi liém, doan tha lai chiéc guwong vao trong tui. "Gid viéc buén ban
dang 6n dinh nhd uy tin ctia anh. C6 thé anh sé trd lai khi anh sat nghiép.
Duy c6 diéu, anh nghi chd bao gid sat dugc," ga cudi pha 1én. "Anh c6 can
ho thong tang & Wilshire chda lam. Mé ly luon."

"Thé sao?"
"(. May phai ghé qua day."
"Em sé ghé."

Rip ng6i trén bau civa s6 noi, "Anh nghi Alana mu6n phich anh. May
nghi sao?"

T6i cha ndi gi. Toi tim khong ra 1y do vi Rip trong chang giong David
Bowie chiit nao, ga khong thuan tay trdi, cling chang séng & Colony.

"Thé anh c6 nén phang con bé khong?"
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"Em khong biét," t6i n6i. "Han r6i, sao lai khong?"

Rip roi bau ctra s6 va noéi, "Nghe nay, may phai téi cho anh. Anh c6
Temple of the Doom ban 1du ddy. Mat bén tram d6. May nén qua anh,
thang em a."

"U, chic chin réi, Rip," chiing tdi buéc téi cira.
"May dén chi?"
"Han roi."

Khi hai chung t6i buéc vao phong khach, c6 hai c6 em t6i khong nhdé la
ai qua cho t6i, ndi toi phai dién cho bon n6, mét trong hai nhac t6i nhé dén
cai dém & The Roxy, toi bdo dém & The Roxy thi v6 s6 ké, né bén cuwoi va
néi du sao di nita toi cling phai dién cho né. T6i chang ré minh cé s6 ctia né
khong va ding Iic dinh hoi thi Alana dén than phién rang Rip cit quay ray
co nang, roi hdi toi cé thé lam gi dé can thiép khong. To6i lién dap chac la
khong. Ro6i Alana bat dau néi vé Rip, trong khi ay t6i quan sat tay ban cung
phong ctia Rip dang nhdy vd&i Blair bén cay thong Noel. Han thi tham diéu
gi d6 vao tai co, roi hai nguwdi cung pha 1én cuoi, gat gu tam dac.

Con co6 mot ga trai gia, mai toc mau xam dai dai, mac ao len Giorgio
Armani, di giay mo ca, lwgn qua ché Alana va t6i roi bat dau tan chuyén
v6i Rip. T6i thdy ca mot trong nhitng thang U.S.C tirng tdi dy bita tiéc cia
Blair, han ngé sang ga trai gia, chttng bon muoi, bn nham gi dé, doan
quay sang lam diéu lam bd véi may a da gap t6i & The Roxy. Dé y thay t6i
dang nhin khi han lam thé, han bén mim cwdi, va t6i cwoi lai, con Alana thi
van khong ngtrng huyén thuyén, réi may phwdc sao cé ké van nhac to 1én
va Prince bat dau gao ru. Alana bé di ngay khi dén bai hat ma c6 nang
muodn nhay, va cai ga U.S.C tén Griffin do tién dén cho t6i, hoi c6 muon
udng champagne khong. T6i dap di nhién r6i, thé 1a han ra quay rugu, con
toi thi di kiém nha vé sinh dé hit thém mot dot nita.
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Toi phai di qua phong Kim dé dén dd, vi cai buong & dudi nha da bi
héng khda, khi tdi dén phong c6 thi Trent budc ra va déng ctra lai.

"Dung cai buéng dwdi nha ay," né néi.

"Sao thé?"

"V1 bon Julian, Kim va Derf dang phang nhau trong do."

Toi dirng ngay ra. "Derf c6 day ha?" t6i hoi.

"Theo tao," Trent noi.

T6i ndi got Trent xuodng dwdi, ra khéi nha, vé cho xe né.

"Vao di," no noi.

T6i m@ ctra, chui vao chiéc BMW.

"May muon gi?" t6i héi khi n6 chui vao khoang lai.

INO luc loi trong tui, 10i ra mot cai lo nho.

"Chut xiu co-kain," n6 gia giong mién Nam lé nhé.

Toi khéng bao vdi n6 1a minh da hit r6i, né moi ra mét cai thia vang, di
cai thia vao dong bot, cudn lai dwa 1én miii, c thé bon lwot ca thdy. Sau
ddy né day cuon bang duwgc bat trong bita tiéc vao dan stereo trén xe, dua
t0i chiéc lo v§i cdi thia. T6i cling lam bon lwgt, chdy nwéc mat, nuét vao

hong. Loai coke (Cocain) nay khac véi hang ctia Rip, khong biét cé phai né
lay hang ttr cho Julian khong. Mé nay khong ngon bang.

"May da vé day roi, sao tui minh khong di Palm Springs mot tuan nhi,"
né dé xuat.

"(0. Palm Springs. Nhat dinh roi," téi bao no.
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"Ma nay, tao quay vao day."

To6i bé lai Trent ng6i mot minh trong xe, quay vé bita tiéc, ra cho quay
rwou, noi Griffin dang ditng va cam hai ly champagne. "Tao thay rugu hoi
nhat," n6 phan.

"Sao cg?"

"Tao bao la champagne né nhat."

"0." T6i ngirng 101, thoang ling ting. "Cha hé gi."

To6i ¢t thé uéng, n6 bén rét thém cho té6i mat ly nira.

"Van ngon chan," né néi sau khi can va rét thém rwgu. "Nita chi?"
"Di nhién." T6i can ly thi¢ hai, né lién rot cho t6i ly thi¢ ba. "Cam on."

"Con bé di cung tao vira bé di vGi thang ngwdi Nhat mac 4o thun véi
quan bo trang. May biét né la thang nao khong?"

"Khong."
"Thg lam toc cia Kim day."

"Dt ta," t6i néi, néc can ly champagne, nhin sang Blair tir bén nay can
phong. Mat chiing t6i cham nhau, c6 lién mim cwdi va lam mat xau. T6i
cuoi lai nhung khong lam mat xau. Griffin trong thay lién n6i oang oang, at
ca tiéng nhac nhon nhao, "May la thang dang hen ho véi Blair, ding
khong?"

"A, tirng hen ho."

"Tao twdng bon may van."
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"Co6 thé bon tao van," t6i ndi, rét ra mét ly champagne nita. "Tao cha
biét."

"NO noi vé may suot."

"That sao? Cha..." toi kéo dai giong.
Chung toi im lang mot lac lau.

"Khoai cai khan ctia may," Griffin néi.

"Cam on." T6i uéng can ly rwou, ty rot thém cho minh, thac mac khong
biét may gio ro6i va minh da ¢ day dwogc bao lau. Coke dang mat dan tac
dung, toi bat dau thdy vang vat say.

Griffin hit vao mét hoi that sau r6i néi, "Nay, muén qua nha tao khong?
B0 me tao dang & Rome nghi Giang sinh." Ai dé d6i bang nhac, t6i lién thé
dai, nhin sang ly champagne n6 dang cam, voi uong can ly va néi di nhién
16i, sao lai khong.

Griffin ditng bén ctra s6 phong ngu ctia nd, ngo ra san sau, nhin xuéng bé
boi, mdc déc mét chiéc quan 16t, trong khi to6i ngoi trén san nha, tya lung
lén giwong no, chan chwong, tinh nhw sdo, hit thuéc. Griffin nhin t6i, va roi
that cham rai, 16ng ngong, né cdi quan 16t ra, téi thady nd chang hé c6 mang
da rdm nang nao trén ngwoi, toi bat dau thac mac tai sao va sém chiit nita
thi pha lén cuoi.

Chu thich

(1)Mot loai thudc 14 nguon goc Indonesia, c6 vi dinh hwong, doi khi
duwoc tron lan v6i can sa.

(2)Parachute, hiéu quan 4o ma Clay doan la Rip da mua hang, c6 nghia la
"cai du". Parachute, hay parachuting, con c6 nghia la mot phvong thirc s
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dung chat kich thich bang cach nuét chirtng chat kich thich cudn trong giay
vé sinh cta toilet ma khong hé ném qua mui vi.
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Chuong 3

Toi tinh gidc trvdc binh minh. Miéng t6i kho rang va toi thay dau khi dwa
lwi ra khoi vom miéng. T6i nham mat c6 ngu lai, nhung dong ho so trén
cai ban dau giwong bao da bon rudi sang va chi dén lic nay t6i mdéi thue sy
nhan ra la minh dang & chon nao. T6i ngo6 sang Griffin dang nam & dau bén
kia cai giwvong d6i 16n. Khong mudn danh thirc Griffin day, toi ra khéi
giwong khé hét mitc, chui vao nha tam, déng ctta lai. T6i di tiéu, ngo tran
tran b dang tran trui ctia chinh minh trong gwong dwgc mot ltc, ti tay 1én
bon rita, m& voi hat nwdc lanh 1én mat. Poan téi nhin vao chinh minh trong
guwong, lan nay lau hon. T6i vé phong ngu, mac quan 16t vao, xem lai cho
chac xem c6 phdi quan cua Griffin khong, xong dwra mat ng6 nghiéng khap
phong va hodng hon, vi khong thdy 4o quan minh dau sat. Roi toi nhdé lai
rang, t6i qua moi chuyén bat dau trong phong khach, bén lang lang xudng
nhitng bac thang trong ngoi biét thy do sd, hoang vang, budc vao phong
khach. T6i tim ra quan 4o va le lang méac vao. Trong ltic t6i kéo quan 1én,
mot & hau gai da den khodc 4o choang xanh, t6c day kep cudn, di ngang
qua ctra than nhién li€c nhin t6i trong mdt thoang, nhw thé viéc phat hién ra
mot thang con trai trac mwoi tdm tudi hay bao nhiéu cling mac dang kéo
quan lén ngay chinh gitta phong khach lic nam gig sang cling chang c6 gi
ma phai la. A bé di, trong khi t6i tim mai khong ra cira trude. Khi da tim
dwgc va ra khai nha, t6i ti nhu rang t6i qua ky thyc cling khong t6i. Poan
toi chui vao xe, mé& ngan dyng gang lam mot tép coke, chi vi mu6n cam
thdy dé chiu hon. Poan t6i lai xe qua cong nha, chay vao Sunset.

T6i van dai 16n tiéng. Pho xa vang tanh va to6i phong nhu bay. Toi gap
den dé, dinh phéng qua nhung r6i dirng lai khi thdy mot tdm ap phich ma
toi khong nhé da tirng thay ¢ dau, ngudc nhin 1én. Tat ca nhitng gi ghi trén
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dé la "Bién mat & day", va cho du han chi la quang cdo cho mdt resort nao
do, né van khién t6i phat hoang doi chuit, thé 1a toi tang ga that manh va céi
xe ra lén khi t6i virgt den. To6i deo kinh ram 1én du troi con kha t6i, nhin
mai vao guwong chiéu hau, trong long bong nay sinh cam giac la la nhw cé
ké nao ddy dang theo d6i minh. T6i gap dén dé mot lan nita, va ding liac dé
nhan ra minh da dé quén chiéc khan cta Blair tang, n6 da bi bo lai nha
Griffin.

Nha t6i nam trén dwong Mulholland, va khi nhan mit mé& cong, t6i nhin
sang Valley ngam binh minh dang 16 dang, ngay thit nam cta t6i & nha, sau
do t6i ngodt vé khic quanh dan vao nha, do xe ké bén xe ctia me, canh né
la mot chiéc Ferrari la hoac. T6i ng6i dd, lang nghe nhitng ca ttr cudi cung
cua mot bai hat nao do, xong chui ra khoi xe, budc t6i ctra trude, tim chia
khoéa ctia minh va mé& ctta. Toi di 1én lau, vao phong nga, khoa civa, cham
thudc, bat ti vi, tat tiéng, mo mam trong ti twong, tim ra lo Valium minh da
gidu dwdi mot m@ do len cashmere. Sau khi nhin vién thu6c nhé mau vang
c6 10 khoét chinh giita, t6i quyét dinh rang minh khéng can dén no, bén cat
di. T6i cdi quan do, nhin vao chiéc dong ho s6, cung loai véi cai cta thang
Griffin, nhan ra minh chi c6 vai tiéng dé ngn truedc khi di an trira cing bo
nén toi kiém tra cho chac an la da dat bao thitc, r6i lai dat luvng xudng, dan
mat vao ti vi, vi t6i ti'ng nghe ndi néu ban nhin cham cham Ién man hinh ti
vi dua lau, ban c6 thé thiép di.

Chuodng bao thitc reo lic muwoi mot gio. Trén dai dang phat bai "Artificial
Insemination," t6i dgi cho dén khi hét bai thi mé&i m& mat ngéi day. Can
phong tran ngap anh mat troi dang tia vao tdi tap qua khe ctra chép, va khi
nhin vao guwong, toi c6 cam giac minh dang néd@ mot nu cwoi hoang dai, méo
mo. T6i di vao phong treo do, ngam mat mdi va than hinh ctia minh trong
guwong, gong ca bap 1én hai lan, ty héi khong biét cé nén cat toc khong,
quyét dinh rang qua that minh can phdi lam sam da. Réi t6i quay di, mé&
chiéc phong bi giau bén duwéi mé do len. Toi 14y ra hai tép coke mua cta
Rip t6i qua, hit vao va cam thay kha hon. T6i van dang mac quan 16t khi
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buwdc xudng nha. Du da muwdi mot gio, toi nghi van chua ai day ca, va toi
phat hién ra ctta phong me khong dé mé, xem chirng da bi khoa lai mat roi.
T6i budc ra ngoai, nhao xuéng bé boi, lam ao hai muwoi vong, rdi khoi bé,
vira lau kho nguwoi vira di vao bép. Lay mot qua cam trong ta lanh, vira got
vira di 1én lau. T6i an qua cam trwdc khi vao nha tdm, nhan ra minh khong
c6 thoi gian cho viéc nang ta. K€ dén t6i vé phong riéng, bat MTV am i, lay
thém mot tép coke va lai xe dén an trwa cung bo.

Toi khong thich lai xe doc Wilshire vao gio com triva. Dwong nhu lic
nao cling c6 v6 van xe c0, cac ong ba gia véi dam ngudi hau dgi xe buyt,
sau rot toi nhin di cho khac, dot ca 16 thudc 14, van dai to hét cd. Lic nay,
chang c6 gi nhic nhich du dén da chuyén mau xanh. T6i ng6i doi trong xe
va nhin nhitng nguwdi dang ngoi trong may cai xe xung quanh. Hé c khi
nao di trén Wilshire hay Sunset vao gio an trua, t6i déu rang "néi chuyén
bang mat" véi nguwoi 1ai chiéc xe ké bén, cting dang chiu canh ket citng nhw
toi. Khi khong thanh cong, va thuong la khong thanh cong, toi deo kinh
ram trd lai, chdm cham nhich xe 1én phia tredc. Trong lic ngoat 1én Sunset,
toi di ngang qua tam ap phich "Bién mat noi day" da thay hoi sang, ben
quay di, rang xua cau do ra khai oc.

Khu van phong cuia bo t6i nam & quan Century City. To6i dgi 6ng trong
phong ti€p tan rong thénh thang, day ap do xa xi, chuyén gau vdi dam thw
ki, tan tinh mot em téc vang tuyét xinh. T6i cha thay bwe khi bi bo bat cho
ntta tiéng dong ho trong lic 6ng hop hanh gi dé roéi lai hoi vi sao téi dén
mudn. Ngay hom nay, t6i thyc sy khong mu6én ra ngoai dung bita trwa, toi
thich ngo6i & bai bién, ngt hoac ving vay ngoai bé boi hon, song t6i van té
ra kha ngoan ngoan, mim cwoi, gat dau lia lia, gia vo lang nghe tat tan tat
nhitng gi 6ng hoi vé truong hoc va tra 101 twong doi thanh thye. T6i cling
cha thay boi roi gi may khi trén duwong t6i Ma Maison, 6ng ha mui chiéc
450 xudng va bat bang nhac ctia Bob Seger, nhw thé nhitng thit nay 1a mot
ct chi giao tiép la lung nao do. To6i cling cha thay phién khi trong bita an,
bd t6i tiép chuyén co man nao la doanh nhan, nhitng ké 6ng hgp tac lam an
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trong nganh phim anh ghé qua ban chung t6i, va t6i chi dugc gigi thiéu la
"con trai t6i", r6i tat thdy dam doanh nhan bat dau trong ttra tira nhau c,
trong khi t6i bat dau wdc rang minh da mang theo toan bd s6 coke con lai.

B6 t6i trong kha manh khée néu ta khong nhin 6ng qua 1au. Ong c6 lan
da rdm nang hoan hao, hai tuan tredc 6ng da di trong téc & Palm Springs,
thanh tht trén dau 6ng bay gid da c6 mot bd téc mau vang nhat. Ong con di
stfa mat nita. T6i t&i tham 6ng & Cedars-Sinai khi cudc phau thuat da hoan
tat, va toi nhé da trong thay khuén mat ong quan day bang, roi ca cai 16i
ong lién tuc ro ro vao chung.

"Sao b6 khong dung bira nhw thwong 16?" t6i héi, day quan tam, sau khi
hai b6 con goi mon.

Ong mim cudi, bdé mii ra. "Chuyén gia dinh duéng khong cho phép."
ol

"Me con thé nao?" 6ng binh than héi.

"Me 6n."

"Ba ay on that chi?"

"Vang, me that sy 6n." Trong thoang chdc, t6i nhitng mudn ké cho 6ng
nghe vé chiéc Ferrari dau trén 16i vao ga ra.

"Con chac cha?"
"Khong phai lo gi hét ca."

"Vay thi tot," ong ngirng 16i. "Ba dy van di lai vdi tay bac si Crain dé
cha?"

"Vang."
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"Thé thi t6t."

Mot khodng lang tréi qua. Mot doanh nhan khac lai ghé qua ro6i bo di.
"Nay Clay, con muén qua gi cho Giang sinh?"

"Khong gi ca," vai gidy sau toi dap.

"Con muon dat tiép td Variety khong?"

"Da dat r6i."

Mot khoang im lang nita.

"Con c6 can tién khong?"

"Khong," t6i bdo 6ng, chac mam thé nao sau do6 6ng ciling sé dui tién cho
t0i, c6 thé 1a ngoai Ma Maison, hodc trén duong vé van phong 6ng.

"Trong con gay qua," ong nai.

"Ummm."

"Va nhot nita."

"Tai thuoc day," t6i lam bam.

"B6 nghe khong ro"

T6i nhin 6ng va néi, "Tt hom vé nha con da 1én dwgc nam pao."
"0," ong noi, ty rot ra cho minh mét ly riegu trang.

Mot doanh nhan khac lai ghé qua. Khi han da di, b t6i quay sang t6i va
haéi,
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"Con muon dén Palm Springs nghi Giang sinh khong?"

"Mot ngay no, khi nhitng thang ngay cudi cung cta thdoi trung hoc sap
qua di, t6i khong dén trweong. Thay vao dé, toi lai xe tdi Palm Springs mot
minh, nghe lai nhiéu bang nhac cti minh tirng thich nhwng khong con wng
lam, r6i ditng xe & ctta hang McDonald tai Sunland mua mét lon Coca, sau
do 1ai xe dén hoang mac va do lai tredc can nha cii. T6i khong wng can nha
md&i ma gia dinh da mua, & thi né 6n, nhung chang giong can nha cii. Nha
cii vang tanh, nhin bén ngoai hoang tan, hon don, c6 dai moc day, c6 ca ang
ten vo tuyén roi tir trén mai xudng, lai thém vo hop rong bo di nam la liét
trén dam dat triedc nha von di 1a bai cé. B€ boi cling da bi rat sach nuwée va
tat ca nhitng ky rc xwra bong ua vé trong toi, thé la van mac nguyén bo
dong phuc trén nguoi, toi ngoi xuodng nhitng bac thang bé baoi ma khoc. Toi
nh@ vé hét thay nhitng t6i thit Sau 1ai xe vé, nhitng t6i Chu nhat 1ai xe di,
nhitng chiéu choi bai véi ba trén ghé dai bén bé boi. Ay vay ma nhitng ky
trc d6 dwong nhu da nhat nhoa hon ca dam hop bia rong ru6t nam lan 16c
khap noi trén tham c6 chét va kinh ctra s6 v& tan. Co toi da dinh ban no di,
nhung t6i chac co tiéc nhd no6 va chang thiét ban nita. Bo thi lai mudn ban
va that sy tirc t6i vi chang ai chiu lam vay. Tuy thé, ho khong con da dong
gi tGi chuyén ay nita, can nha ct nam do6 va n6 chang bao gid con dugc
nhac dén. T6i khong dén Palm Springs bita d6 dé ng6 nghiéng hay ngam
nghia ngdi nha cii, ma t6i cling chang dén vi muén cuip hoc hay gi dé. To6i
nghi minh t&i vi mudn xem moi thit trde kia da tirng ra lam sao. Toi cling
khong biét nita."

Trén duwong vé nha sau bita trua, t6i tat vao Cedars-Sinai tham Muriel, vi
Blair bado Muriel rdt mu6n gap t6i. Nom c6 qua v xanh xao, gay go dén noi
toi trong thay rdo mon maot ca dwong gan trén c6. Dwdi mat co6 cé quang
tham, va mau son hong c6 dung xung dot khiing khiép vdi sac mat trang
xanh. C6 dang xem mdt chuwong trinh thé duc nao dé trén ti vi, may td bao
Glamour, Vogue, Interview nam la liét bén givong. Rém ctra khép kin nén
c6 nho t6i kéo ra. Khi rém da md, c6 deo kinh ram 1én va bao t6i rang c6
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can mot liéu nicotine, rang c6 thém mat diéu thuéc "chét di dwgc". Toi noi
t0i chang c6 diéu nao. C6 nhun vai roi van to tiéng ti vi, pha 1én cwoi giéu
cot dam ngwoi tap thé duc. Co kha kiém 161, ma thé lai hay vi toi cling
khong nhiéu 10i 1a may.

T6i roi khoi bai do xe & Cedars-Sinai 1, ré trat 16i hai lan va cu6i cung
thdy minh dang & Santa Monica. T6i thd dai, bat dai 1én, vai con bé dang
hat vé vu dong dat & L.A. "My surfboard's ready for the tidal wave." Mot
cai xe chay tGi gan xe t6i & chot den ké tiép, t6i lién quay dau ngd xem ai
dang ng6i trong do6. Hai thang cha lai Fiat, ca hai déu téc ngan, rau ria um
tum, mac so mi ngan tay soc vuong vai gi 1é truegt tuyét, mot ga nhin téi voi
vé mat day kinh ngac va nghi hodc, roi ga néi gi dé véi thang ban, va gio ca
hai ga déu nhin t6i. "Smack, smack, I fell in a crack." Ga cam lai kéo ctra
xuong, toi thay hoi cang thang, ga hoi t6i gi do, nhung cira xe cta toi da
kéo 1én con mui xe chwa ha xudng nén t6i khong tra 16i ga. Tuy thé ga lai
van hai t6i lan nita, chac twéng to6i la mot tai ti nao dé. "Now, I'm part of
the debris," may con bé trén dai ré 1én. Bén chuyén sang mau xanh va toi
1ai xe di, nhung toi dang & lan dwong bén trai va gio da gan nam gio chiéu
thir Sdu, ma giao thong thi té hai, thé la chiéc Fiat lai chay ké bén xe t6i
trong khi t6i tiép tuc gap déen do, hai thang pé dé dé ngudi cit thé cudi
toang lén, chi tro, hoi tGi héi lui cai cau chét tiét d6. Cudi cung toi ré trai sai
ludt, ngodt vao mot con phé nho, dau xe mot 1at, tat dai, cham thuoc hut.

Lé ra Rip phai gap t6i tai quan Cafe Casino & Westwood, nhung gio van
chwra thdy mit miii hdn dau. O Westwood ching c6 gi dé 1am. Thoi tiét qua
nue dé tha bo loanh quanh, ma t6i thi da xem tat tat cac bo phim, tham chi
mot s6 con xem dén hai Ian, nén toi ¢t thé ngobi 1y dwdi tan 6 ¢ Cafe Casino
ubng Perrier v4i nuwdc budi ma ngam xe c§ xet qua xet lai trong cai néng oi
a. Cham thu6c, dan mat vao chai Perrier. C6 hai c¢6 nang khodng muoi sau
muoi bdy, cung dé téc ngan, ngbi ¢ ban ké bén, thé 1a t6i lién tuc ngo6 sang
do, va hai co6 em cung da 16ng nheo lai, mot em dang boc cam con em kia
dang nham nhi espresso. Em boc cam hoi em kia xem c6 nén nhuom mot
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dai mau hat dé trén téc khong. Em dang uéng espresso ngam nggi chuyén
d6 mot ldc r6i bao khong nén, tot hon hét hay nhudém do, néu khong dé thi
tim, chi ditt khoat khong thé 1a hat dé hodc antraxit. T6i nhin em dang béc
cam va em nhin t6i, r6i toi lai ng6 chai Perrier. Em dang cam tach espresso
nging lai vai gidy roi hoi, "Ma antraxit la mau gi nhi?"

Mot chiéc Porsche den c6 ctra s6 kinh t6i mau dén truéc cong Cafe
Casino va Julian chui ra. Trong thay t6i, n6 budc t6i du xem chirng khong
thiét tha gi lam. N6 dat mot tay 1én vai toi trong khi t6i bat tay kia.

"Julian," t6i ndi. "Tinh hinh sao r6i may?"

"Eu, Clay," né néi. "Dao ndy thé nao? May vé dugc bao 1au roi?"
"Mg6i duge chirtng nam ngay," toi noi. MGi c6 nam ngay.

"May dang lam gi? Co6 viéc gi day?"

"Tao dang dogi Rip."

Julian trong that sy mét moi va 6m yéu sao do, nhwng t6i van néi rang
trong n6 banh lam, va né bao toi cling thé, du to6i qua thyc can phdi lam sam
da.

"Nghe nay," né mao dau. "Xin 16i vi da khong gap may vaGi Trent &
Carney t6i hom tredc, da thé con té 1é phé trong bita tiéc nita. Chi la bon
hém nay tao phé thudc qua va thé la... tao quén béng mat... tao tham chi
khong vé nha..." N6 dap tay 1én tran. "Oi trdi, chic me tao lo dit ldm." N6
ngung 10i, khong cuoi.

"Chi la tao chan ngdy phai tiép dai thién ha." N6 nhin qua t6i. "Chét tiét,
tao cling cha biét nita."
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T6i nhin vé phia chiéc Porsche den, rang nhin xuyén qua 6 ctra s6 kinh
toi va bat dau tw hoi khong biét con ai khac trong xe nita khong. Julian bat
dau nghich dong chia khoa cta no.

"May c6 can gi khong, ban hién?" né héi. "Y tao 13, tao quy may 1dm va
néu may c6 can bat ky cai gi thi ¢t tGi gap tao nhé, OK?"

"Cam on. Tao khong can gi, khong that sy can gi." T6i dirng lai, thay
buon bu6n sao dé. "Chua oi, Julian, tinh hinh may thé nao? Minh phai tu
tap mdi dwgce. Lau lam roi tao khong gap may." Ngirng mot lat. "Tao van
nhé may day."

Julian th6i nghich chia khéa, roi mat khéi toi. "Tao van 6n théi. Thé... me
kiép, may da ¢ dau ay nhi, Vermont a?"

"Khong, New Hampshire."
"0 phai. Chd d6 thé nao?"
"Ciling on. Nghe néi may bé U.S.C.?"

"0 phai. Chiu khong thau cai xit d6. Hang dom tit. C6 khi dé nam tdi,
hiéu chi?"

"Ua..." tdi noi. "May c6 néi chuyén véi Trent khong?"
"Oi ban hién oi, néu tao mudn gip né, tao khic sé gip."
Lai mot khodng im lang tr6i qua, lan nay lau hon.

"Dao nay may lam gi?" sau rot toi hoi.

"Gi co?"

"Dao nay may ¢ dau? May lam gi?"
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"4, tao cha biét. Loanh quanh luan quan thdi. Pén dy budi trinh dién
cta Tom Petty & cdi cho... Forum dy. N6 hat cai bai dd, 6i, may biét day, cai
bai hoi tredc minh nghe nét dia ra ay..." Julian nham nghién mat, rang nhé
ra bai hat. "Oi, chét tiét, may biét ma..." N6 bat dau 1dm nham roi hat nén
10i. "Straight into darkness, we went straight into darkness, out over that
line, yeah straight into night, straight into night..."

Hai c6 em khi ndy nhin sang ching t6i. T6i nhin chai Perrier, thay hoi
xau ho, roi noéi, "U, tao nhd."

"Khodi bai d6 1am," n6 néi.

"U, tao ciing thé. My con lam gi nita khong?"

"An hai tat," n6 pha lén cuoi. "Tao ciing cha biét. Loanh quanh théi."
"May c6 goi cho tao va ca dé lai tin nhan nita, ding khong?"

"U, phai."

"May muon gi?"

"Oi quén di may, cha quan trong dau."

"Thoi nao, cé chuyén gi?"

"Tao bao quén di ma Clay."

N6 bé kinh ram xudng, nheo mat lai, hai mat n6 trong do dan va diéu duy
nhat t6i c6 thé nghi ra dé noi 1a, "Budi hoa nhac thé nao?"

"Sao?" N6 quay ra can mong tay.
"Buoi hoa nhac. N6 thé nao?"

N6 dam dam nhin di ché khac. Hai ¢6 em ban bén ditng day bo di.

https://thuviensach.vn



"D@ lam, ban hién a. D& vai lda," cudi cung n6 cling mé miéng, réi quay
di. "Gdap sau nhé."

"Ua, gap sau," t6i néi va lai nhin vé chiéc Porsche, c6 cam twdng con ai
doé trong xe.

Rip khong hé 16 madt ¢ Cafe Casino va sau d6 ga goi dién, lic khoang ba
gio, bdo toi dén can ho ctia ga & Wilshire. Spin, ban cung phong ctia ga
dang tran truéng tam nang ngoai ban cong, Devo hat trén dan am thanh naéi.
T6i buwde vao phong ngu cua Rip, ga van nam trén giwong, cdi tran, c6 mot
chiéc gwong dat trén cai ban canh givong, ga dang hit mot tép coke. Ga béao
t0i vao phong, ngo6i xuéng, ngam quang canh bén ngoai. T6i budc ra chd
ctra s0, ga lién chi vao cai guong, héi to6i c6 muon lam mat it coke khong,
va t6i n6i téi khong cho la thé, Itic nay thi khong.

Mot thang nhoc méat non choet, khodng mwdi sau, ma c6 1é la mudi lam,
lan da rdm nang hoan hao buwéc ra tir phong tam, tay dang kéo khéa quan
jeans va cai that lvng. N6 ngbi xudng canh giwvdng va x6 chan vao giay,
ching c6 vé qua to so vdi chan ctia né. Thang nhéc nay thap te, toéc vang,
dau dinh, mac 4o phong ctia Fear va c6 tay deo mot cai vong da mau den.
Rip khong noi gi vGi no, con toi thi gid vo nhw né khong c6 ¢ day. N6 ding
1én, nhin cham cham vao Rip r6i bo di.

Twr ché minh dang ditng, t6i nhin thay Spin ditng day va di vao bép, van
tran nhong nhong, r6i han vat budi vao mét cai binh thay tinh by chang. Tw
trong bép, han goi Rip:

"May da dat chd & Mortons v6i Cliff chwa?"
"R6i, cng," Rip noéi vong xudng roi quay sang hit coke.

Toi bat dau tw hdi tai sao Rip lai kéu t6i tGi, tai sao ga khong thé gap toi
¢ mot noi nao khac. Trén dau giwvong ga treo mot tdm ap phich caa The
Beach Boys dugc 1ong khung dat tién, t6i ng6 chong choc vao n6 va nhé
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xem 6ng nao da chét trong khi Rip hit thém dwgc ba dot nita. Ga ngtra dau
ra sau, lac lac r6i khit khit am 1. Xong r6i ga nhin t6i va hoi téi lam cai tro

gl trong quan Cafe Casino & Westwood trong khi ro rang ga nhd la da hen

gap tai Cafe Casino & Beverly Hills. T6i bao t6i chac chan ga da néi la gap
nhau tai Cafe Casino & Westwood.

Rip ndi, "Khong, khéng thé nao," réi ti€p, "Nhwng khong cé gi ma phai
lan tan."

"O, chic thé."
"Chi em can gi?"

Toi rut vi tién ra va c6 cdm gidc la Rip ciling chwa hé xuat hién ¢ Cafe
Casino, Bervely Hills.

Trent dang goi dién trong phong no, tim cach mua coke tir mot tay song
0 Malibu vi n6 khong lien lac dugc vdi Julian. Sau khi dam dao vai ga do
chirng hai muoi phut, n6 gac may va nhin toi. Toi nhun vai va cham mot
diéu thuoc. Pién thoai d6 chuéng khong ngdt va Trent lu6n miéng bao t6i
rang no sé di xem phim, bat ké phim gi, vdi téi & Westwood, vi dai dé la cé
chin b phim méi dwgc cong chiéu vao thit Sau. Trent thé dai, sau dé nghe
dién. D6 1a ga Iic ndy. Cudc goi chang t6t lanh gi. Trent gac mdy va toi noi
c6 1€ ta nén di xem suat bon gid. Trent bdo cé khi tdi nén di véi Daniel hay
Rip, hodc mot trong nhitng "thang ban pé dé" cua toi.

Chu thich

(1)Nam & Los Angeles, bénh vién phi lgi nhuan 16n nhat & Tay Hoa Ky.
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Chuong 4
Daniel khong pé dé," t6i néi, ngao ngan, chuyén kénh ti vi.
"Al cling nghi no pé de."
"Viduy ai?"
"Vi du Blair."
"N6 khong pé de."
"Di ma noi v6i Blair ay."

"Tao khong di lai v6i Blair nita. Hét r6i, Trent," tdi bdo no, co gang git
giong binh than.

"Tao khong cho la né nghi thé," Trent noéi, lai nam xuéng giwong, dan
mat 1én tran nha.

Cudi cung toi hoi, "May quan tdm lam quai gi?"

"Co 1€ tao cling cha quan tam," no thd dai.

Trent chuyén dé tai, bdo t6i nén di vdi no téi dy mot bira tiéc ai do to
chitc mirng mot ban nhac méi & The Roxy. T6i hdi ai té chitc thi né bao n6
cling khong chac lam.

"Ban gi?" t6i hoi.

"Mot ban m&i thoi."
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"Ban md&i nao?"

"Tao coc biét, Clay."

Con ch6 dudi nha bat dau sta nhang xi.

"C6 thé," toi bdo no. "T6i nay Daniel mé tiéc."
"Tuyét," n6 mia mai noi. "Tiéc caa bon pé de."
bién thoai lai reo. "Ma me may," toi noi.

"Chuia oi!" Trent la 1én, chom day, vo 14y cai dién thoai r6i hét vao 6ng
nghe, "Tao déch thém céi thit coke nwéc lg ché dé cia may." N6 ngling mot
lat r6i nodi, "Vang, xuéng ngay day." N6 gac may va nhin toi.

"Ai day?"
"Me tao. Ba dy goi ti* dwdi nha lén."

Chiing tdi buéc xuéng nha. A gitip viéc dang ngbi trong phong khach,
ngay nguoi ra xem MTV. Trent béo t6i rdng c6 & khong wa don dep nha ctra
khi trong nha cé ngudi. "Ma né lic nao cha phé phé. Me tao thay thuong
hai vi ca nha n6 bi giét sach & El Salvador, nhung tao nghi sém mudn gi ba
ay cling du6i c6 no théi." Trent di qua cho a gitip viéc, a nhin 1én vé lo lang
r6i mim cuwoi. Trent thit n6i mot chit tiéng Tay Ban Nha vGi & nhung vo
ich. A chi nhin né mét cach do dan, ra sitc gat dau, mim cudi. Trent ngoanh
mat di r6i noéi, "Do, lai phé."

Trong bép, me Trent dang htit thuéc va uéng not lon Tab trudce khi di dy
mot show thoi trang ¢ Century City. Trent 16i tw tu lanh ra mot chai nuéc
cam, r6t mot ly cho minh, r6i héi to6i c6 muon lam mét ly khéng. Toi dap
khong. N6 nhin me né r6i tu mét ngum. Khong ai néi gi chirng hai phut gi
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do, cho tGi khi me Trent bdo, "Tam biét." Trent chang néi gi ngoai cau,
"Thé may c6 muon tGi The Roxy t6i nay khong Clay?"

"Chac la khong," tdi bdo nd, tham héi khong biét me né mudn gi.
"Vay sao? Khong di a."

"Tao nghi tao sé dén bita tiéc ctia Daniel."

"Tuyét," no noi.

To6i toan hoi n6 c6 muon di xem phim khong, nhwng dién thoai trén lau
lai d6 chu6éng nén Trent chay ra khéi bép dé nghe dién. T6i lai vao phong
khach, tran tran ngo ra ngoai cita s, doi mat theo bong me Trent dang chui
vao xe va lai di. A hau nguoi El Salvador ditng day, dénh dang buéc vao
nha tam, t6i nghe thay tiéng & cuwdi 16n, hét ndn mira dén cuwoi cot. Trent
mat may cau cau buwdc vao phong khach, ngoi xuéng trudc ti vi, xem chirng
cu dién lai chang vui vé gi.

"Tao nghi con hau ctia may n6 bénh hay sao ay," toi noi.
Trent nhin vé phia nha tam roi néi, "N6 lai hoang 1én day a?"
Toi ngoi 1én mot cai di vang khac. "Chac thé."

"Me tao cling sap dudi n6 roi." N6 uong mot ngum tir ly nwdc cam no
van dang cam trén tay va dan mat vao MTV.

Toi trdn trdn ngo ra ngoai ctra so.
"Tao cha muo6n lam gi hét," rot cudc né noi.

Toi quyét dinh la minh ciing chang muon di xem phim va suy nghi vé
viéc nén di vdi ai tdi bita tiéc caa Daniel. Co 1€ 1a Blair.
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"Mu6n xem Alien khong?" Trent héi, mat nham lai, gac chan Ién céi ban
nuwdc thay tinh. "Gid thi con bé sé hodng chét thoi."

Toi quyét dinh dwa Blair t6i du bita tiéc cua Daniel. T6i 1ai xe t&i nha c6
& Beverly Hills. Blair dién mii hong, vdy ngan mau xanh da trdi, gang tay
vang, deo kinh ram, c6 khoe v@i toi hom nay @ Fred Segai c6 dia bao co
nén tham gia mot ban nhac. R6i c6 no6i gi d6 vé chuyén lap ban, cé thé la
mot ban gi d6 kiéu New Wave. T6i mim cudi khen y hay ddy, khong chac
c6 phai c6 nang dang c6 y mia mai gi khong, va siét chat tay 14i hon mot
chut.

T6i gan nhuw chang quen ai trong bita tiéc, nhwng cudi cung cling tim ra
Daniel dang ngoi bén bé boi, say khwét, dién jeans den, 4o thun Specials
trang va deo kinh ram. T6i ng6i xudng canh no trong ltc Blair di 1ay rugu
cho chung t6i. T6i khong ro cé phai Daniel dang cham cha nhin dong nuéc,
hay la n6 say khong con biét troi dat gi nita, nhwng cudi cung n6 cling cat
tiéng, "Chao, Clay."

"Chao, Daniel."

"Vui vé chit?" n6 cham rai héi, quay ra nhin thang vao t6i.
"Tao vira m@i tdi thoi."

"0." N6 im ling mot 1at. "May di véi ai?"

"Blair. N6 dang di 1ay d6 uoéng." T6i thao kinh rdm va nhin ban tay bang
bo cta no. "Tao nght no cho tui minh la mot doi."

Daniel khong bo kinh ra, gat dau, khong cuoi.
T6i lai deo kinh vao.

Daniel quay vé phia bé boi.
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"B6 me may dau?" tdi gang hoi.

"B6 me tao?"

uU.n

"Bén Nhat. Tao nghi thé."

"Ho lam gi & do?"

"Shopping."

Toi gat.

"Ciing c6 khi ho & Aspen," n6 néi. "Ma biét dé lam gi?"

Blair di t6i, mot tay mang gin pha tonic, mot tay mang bia, c6 dwa bia
cho t6i ro6i cham thuéc va néi, "Pung no6i chuyén véi cai ga mac so mi Polo
xanh dé kia nhé. Cém chim ddy. Kinh em c6 bi vénh khong?"

"Khong," t6i noi, co bén mim cwoi, dat tay 1én chan toi, néi tham vao tai
tOi,

"Em chang quen ai & day ca. Minh di di. Ngay bay gio." Co liéc sang
Daniel.

"Anh ta con séng khong vay?"

"Anh khong biét."

"Gi thé," Daniel quay sang nhin ching t6i. "Chao Blair."

"Chao Daniel," Blair noi.

"Bon tao di day," toi bao no, hoi kich dong bdi 16i thi tham cua Blair va

ban tay deo gang dat trén dui minh.
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"Sao thé?"
"Sao 4? A, vi..." toi dai giong.
"May chi méi t6i thoi ma."

"Nhuwng bon tao that sy phai di." Toi ciing chang thiét ¢ lai lam, thém
nita sang nha Blair c6 khi lai la mot y hay.

"('lai di," Daniel rang nhac nguoi ra khéi chiéc ghé dai nhung khong
thé.

"Tai sao?" toi hoi.

Cau héi lam no6 ling ting, tdi dodn vay, vi n6 chang néi gi.
Blair nhin sang toi.

"Thi dé ¢ day thoi," n6 noi.

"Blair thdy khong khoe," t6i bao no.

"Nhuwng tao muén may gap Carleton va Cecil. Lé ra tui n6 phai c6 mat &
day r6i, nhung limo cua tui n6 bi héng & Palisades va..." Daniel thé dai, lai
nhin ra bé boi.

"Xin 16i nhé, ban hién," t6i néi, ditng ddy. "Minh sé ctuing an trira."
"Carleton hoc A.F.I."

"Blair that sy khong... C6 &y muon di. Ngay bay gio."

Blair gat dau va ho hang.

"Co6 1€ tao sé tat qua sau," toi bao nd, cam thay co 16i vi bé di qua s6m,

cam thay c6 16i vi sap dén nha Blair.
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"Khong, may sé khong qua dau," Daniel lai ngoi xuong va thé dai lan
nira.

Blair dam sot ruot that sw, lién bao t6i, "Nghe nay, em khong roi hoi ma
tranh cai vé cai budi t6i chan bé me nay dau. Di théi, Clay," c¢6 uéng can ly
gin pha tonic.

"Nghe chwa, Daniel, bon tao di day, okay?" toi noi. "Bye."

Daniel bdo mai né sé dién cho t6i. "Di an trwa gi day nhé."

"Tuyét," t6i néi, khong hao hitng 1dm. "An trua nhé."

Khi da chui vao trong xe, Blair noi, "Minh di dau do di. Mau lén."

T6i tham nghi, Sao c6 khong ndi tudt ra? "Bi dau?" toi hoi.

Co dung xe, noi tén mot cau lac bo.

"Anh quén vi ¢ nha r6i," tdi néi doi.

"Em c6 vé vao ctra cho d6," co noi, biét tong téi néi doi.

"Anh that sy khong muon di."

Co vdn dai to lén, ngam nga theo diéu nhac trong giay lat, t6i nghi minh
nén lai thang dén nha c6. T6i 1ai xe, chang r6 phai di dau. Chung t6i ding
lai m&t quan ca phé & Beverly Hills, r6i sau dd, khi hai dita vé xe, t6i lién
hoi, "Em muon di dau ha Blair?"

"Em muon di..." c6 dirng lai. "Vé nha em."

T6i dang nam trén giwdong Blair. Thi nhéi bong nam la liét trén san ciing
nhw dudi chan givong, va khi quay lung, t6i cdm thady mot vat gi cung ciing
day 16ng, lién quo tay xudng duwéi, thi ra d6 1a mot con meo den nhoi bong.
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T6i tha nd xudng san, nhdm day, di tam. Khi da lau kh6 ngudi, toi quan
khan quanh eo, rdo buéc vé phong c6, mac quan 4o. Blair dang hut thudc
va xem MTYV, c6 vdn nhé tiéng xudng.

"Anh sé goi em trudc Giang sinh ch?" co hoi.
"Cé thé," toi n6i, mac do vao, con dang ti hoi vi sao minh tdi day.

"Anh van giir s6 em phai khong?" c6 véi tay lay mot tap gidy roi bat dau
viét.

"U, Blair. Anh van giif s6 em. Anh sé& lién lac."
To6i cai khuy quan jeans va quay di.

"Clay?"

"Ua, Blair"

"Néu em khong gdp anh trudc Giang sinh," c6 ngirng 10i. "Chiic anh
Giang sinh vui vé nhé."

T6i thoang nhin co. "Hey, em ciing thé nhé."

Co0 nhdt con méo bong den 1én, vuot dau né.

Toi budc ra khéi ctra, chuan bi khép lai.

"Clay?" c06 thi tham thanh tiéng.

Tbi ditng chan ma khéng ngoanh lai. "Ua?"

"Khong co gi."

Da nhiéu ngay lién thanh pho khong cé muwa, Blair lién tiép goi dién cho

t0i, no6i rang hai dira nén gap nhau va cung dén cau lac bo bai bién. T6i thi
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qua v mét moi, phé thudc hodc kiét sitc nén chang thé day vao budi trua, du
chi dé ra ngoai, ng6i dudi tan 6 trong anh nang néng rat ngudi & cau lac bo
bai bién cung Blair. Vi thé hai dita quyét dinh dén Pajaro Dunes &
Monterey, noi tiét trdi mat mé, bién xanh lap lanh, ma b6 me t6i lai c6 mot
can nha trén bai bién. Chuing t6i 1ai xe ctia t6i dén, nga trong phong ngu cia
bd me toi, r6i 14i xe ra phé mua do6 an, thuoc 14 va nén. Trén pho chang c6
gi nhiéu dé lam, mot rap chiéu phim cii can son stta, lii chim hai au, nhitng
bén tau do6 nat, canh ngu dan Mexico huyt sdo tréu Blair, mot nha tho co
ma Blair chup anh nhung khéng vao. Ching t6i tim thay mét vo
champagne trong ga ra va uong hét ca vo trong tuan ay. Thuong thuong, ci
gan chwa, sau khi tha bd doc bo bién, ching t6i lai khui mot chai. Sang sém
chung t6i lam tinh trong phong khach, hodc trén san trong phong ngu cua
bo me, chiing t6i dong cira chdp lai, thap dong nén da mua trén pho roi
ngam béng minh phéan chiéu trén nhitng bic twong mau trang, chuyén
dong, xé dich.

Can nha da cti, I6p son da bac mau, c6 san nho va san tennis, nhung
chuing t6i khong choi. Thay vao do, t6i ci tha than quanh nha lic vé dém,
nghe nhitng dia hat cii minh tirng thich, ng6i trong san uéng noét cho
champagne con lai. Toi khong wa can nha nay cho 1am, déi khi, t6i dén t6i
con phai ra ngoai hién vi chiu khong noi birc twong trang véi may céi cira
chép 1at lwa thwa va céi san lat gach den trong bép. Toi ci thé tha bd doc
bai bién trong dém, thi thoang ngoi xudng bai cat am w6t ma hit thudc, tran
tran ngo lén ngon hai dang, nhin bong Blair trong phong khach, dang tan
gau qua dién thoai cung ai d6 ¢ Palm Springs. Khi t6i vé, ca hai dita déu
say, thé 1a cd dé xuat di boi, nhung troi qua lanh va téi, nén ching toi c
thé ngoi trong bon tam mat xa nhé gitta san ma lam tinh.

Su6t ca ngay, toi ngoi trong phong khach, doc San Francisco Chronicle,
con cd tan bo doc bd bién, gom nhat vo dc, tdi khi troi gan sang, hai dira
bat dau 1én giwvong, dén gitta trva thi day, sau dé lai khui thém chai nita. C6
bita chiing t6i 14y chi€c mui tran 1ai dén mot khu vang vé trén bai bién. Hai
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dita xoi tritng ca mudi, Blair cat mot it hanh, tritng vGi pho mat, ching toi
mang theo hoa qua va banh qué ma Blair rat thich, cing mot 16 sau chai
Tab, vi Blair chi uong thit d6 véi champagne, roi chiing téi hodc chay bo
trén bai bién vang tanh, hoac thir viing vay trén séng di.

Thé nhuwng, t6i nhanh chéng bi mat phwong huéng va hiéu rang minh da
noc qua nhiéu, c¥ khi nao Blair néi gi do, toi lai thdy minh dang nham
nghién mat lai, thd dai. Nwéc tré nén lanh hon, bién dong dir doi, cat thi
Gt sting, Blair ngoi 1é loi dwdi hién nha, ngam canh bién, doéi theo nhitng
con thuyén trong swong chiéu. T6i xem c6 choi Solitaire qua kinh ctra s6
trong phong khéach, vang bén tai toi la tiéng nhitng con thuyén rén ri, cot
két, Blair ty rot thém cho minh mot ly champagne, va tét cé lai khién long
tOi birt rt.

Chang may ch6éc champagne ciing hét sach, thé la t6i m& ta rwgu. Ca
Blair lan t6i déu bat nang, va dén cudi tuan, ching to6i chi con biét xem ti
vi, dau tin hiéu chang lay gi lam tir té, r6i thi n6c bourbon, Blair xép nhitng
vo Oc thanh vong tron trén sang phong khach. Pén mot téi, khi Blair thi
tham trong ltc hai dita ngoi doi dién nhau trong phong khach, "Lé ra minh
nén tGi Palm Springs," thi toi biét da dén Iic phai roi khoéi day.

Chia tay Blair roi, t6i lai xe doc Wilshire, 1én Santa Monica, vao Sunset,
qua Beverly Glen t&i Mulholland, ttr Mulholland dén Sepulveda, roi lai twr
Sepulveda tGi Ventura, sau dé chay qua Sherman Oaks dén Encino, vao
Tarzana, r6i Woodland Hills. T6i dirng lai @ mot quan tén la Sambo's m@
sudt dém, ngoi tro troi trong maot can buéng 16n tréng tron, gio bat dau thoi,
manh t&i mitc lam cho cac ctra s6 rung ban bat nhw chi chwe gay roi, tiéng
rung cua chung lap day khong gian ctia quan ca phé. Co6 hai thang con trai
ngoi & buéng ké bén, ca hai déu mac com lé den, deo kinh ram, thang véi
cai khuy kiéu Billy Idol cai trén ve 4o ctt lién tuc dap tay lén ban, nhu thé
dang c6 gang theo mé6t nhip diéu nao d6. Thé nhung tay né ¢t run ray, thé
la giai diéu cta né tat ngéom, ctt choc choc mot tay no lai roi khoi ban,
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budng thong trong khoang khéng. Co phuc vu téi ban cta hai thang, dua
héa don, cdm on, thang cai khuy Billy Idol giat t& hoa don khéi tay c6,
nhin w6t qua that nhanh.

"Oi, vi Chtia, c6 khong biét tinh cong a?"
"T6i nghi la dang r6i," co6 phuc vu noéi, hoi cang thang.
"A h4, thé ha?" né nhéch mép.

Toi c6 cam giac mot diéu gi chang lanh sap xdy ra, nhwng thang ngoi
canh béo, "Théi bé di. Chua o1, tao ghét cai chén Valley ché dé nay qua,"
r6i né moi tir trong tdi ra mot dong mudi do la, quang 1én ban.

Thang ban n6 nhom day, ¢ mot tiéng, thi thao, "Li Valley ché dé," da 16n
cho c6 phuc vu nghe thdy. "Di ma tiéu s6 con lai & Galleria, hay bét ctt noi
chét dam nao may dén," doan ching buwdc ra khoi nha hang, mat hit vao
trong gio.

Khi ¢6 phuc vu di tGi ban t6i dé ghi do6 uéng, trong co cé vé thuc sy tirc
gian.

"L khon phé hang. Toi titng dén nhiéu noi ngoai Valley ma ngwoi ta dau
c6 hay hém thé," c6 noi vai toi.

T6i dirng lai mot sap bao trén dwong vé, mua mot tap chi khiéu dam cé
hinh hai c6 nang cam roi trén mét tam anh nhiéu 16p ngoai bia. T6i ditng
bat dong, dwong phé vang lang nhu to, t6i chi nghe thiy tiéng bao va tap
chi kéu loat xoat, tay ban bao chay loanh quanh, chdn may vién gach 1én
trén cac chong bao dé ching khéi bay lung tung. Toi con nghe thay tiéng
soi tru, tiéng cho sua, tiéng nhitng cay co ¢ vung dat doi chao déao trong
gid. T6i chui vao xe, cai xe khé rung 1én vi gio, roi tdi phéng di, nham
thang vé phia nha minh trong khu doi.
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Khuya hom d6, tir giwong minh, t6i c6 thé nghe thdy may céi cira s6
trong nha rung lach cach, thé la td6i ddm hodng, ci¥ sg rang ching sé long ra
va v0 mat thoi. Tiéng dong ay danh thitc toi, va toi ng6i nhom day trén
giwong, nhin ra ctra s6, doan liéc sang tam ap phich Elvis, d6i mat 6ng dang
huwéng ra ngoai ctra s6, nhin xa xam vao dém t6i, nét mat ong trong gan nhw
canh gidc tredc nhitng cai ma han la 6ng dang thay, tir "Trust" 1o ltng trén
khu6n mat day au lo. Roi to6i nghi vé tdm ap phich trén Sunset, vé cdi cach
ma Julian nhin qua t6i & Cafe Casino, va dén khi rét cudc t6i cling thiép di
dugc, thi do da la dém Giang sinh.

Daniel goi t6i hom trwdc Giang sinh, néi né cam thay kha hon, va rang
t0i qua, trong bita ti€c ctia no, ai d6 da tuén cho mot vién Quaalude té hai.
Daniel con cho rang, con bé Vanden ma né quen trong treong ¢ New
Hampshire c6 thai. N6 nhd la tai mot bita tiéc nao do dién ra trieée khi n6
di, con bé nhac céi gi vé chuyén ay, nira that mira dua. Daniel nhan duwoc thw
ctia con bé hai hém trudc, né bdo téi rang Vanden c6 1€ sé khong vé trueong,
rang con bé c6 thé sé thanh 1ap mot ban punk-rock @ New York mang tén
The Spider's Web, rang c6 khi con bé dang song v&i mot tay trong cung
treong dang Village cling nén, rang chiing c6 thé kiém dwgc mot budi dién
ra mat @ Peppermint Lounge hodc CBGB's, rang con bé cé thé sé dén hoac
khong dén L.A., rang dé c6 thé phai hodc khong phai la con ctia Daniel,
rang con bé c6 thé sé pha thai hoac khéng, thoat khéi nd, rang b6 me con
bé da ly di, ba me chuyén vé Connecticut, rang con bé c6 thé sé hoac khong
quay lai day ma & lai vGi me trong khodng chirng mot thang, con ong bo,
mot nhan vat cd b & ABC, rat lo lang cho con bé. N6 bao bitc thu khong
1o rang cho lam.

Toi dang nam trén givdng minh, xem MTYV, dng nghe ké co, bao né ding
c6 lo, roi héi b6 me no c6 vé dén Giang sinh khong, né néi ho sé lai vang
nha trong hai tuan nita, con né thi sé don Giang sinh vGi dam ba dita ban &
Bel Air. N6 tinh muirng Giang sinh v6i mot con bé n6 quen ¢ Malibu, nhung
con bé nay lai mac chitng mono 1 nén né e rang dé khong phai mot y twéng
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quyeén ri cho lam, t6i dong tinh, doan Daniel hoi xem cé nén lién lac véi
Vanden khéng, va t6i ngac nhién triwdc cai siic manh né phai déc ra dé ban
tam dén do mudn lam vay, no lién bao cha biét dé lam gi nita, chiic Giang
sinh vui nhé ban hién, ro6i hai dita dap may.

Toi dang ngoi trong phong chinh & Chasen's v&i b6 me va hai nho em,
luc nay da mudn, chin rudi hodc mudi gio dem Giang sinh. Thay vi an cai
gi do, toi nhin xuéng dia cia minh, lwét céi dia trén dé, xudi 1én ngugc
xuong, dé ca tam tri ctia minh vao chiéc dia dang vach ra mot dwong gitta
dam dau Ha Lan. B0 lam t6i giat minh khi rot thém champagne vao ly ctia
t0i. Hai con em gai trong chan chwong, da rdm nang, dang tan déc vé dam
ban mac chitng biéng an va mot ngudi mau Calvin Klein nao do, trong
ching no6 gia hon so vadi trong tri nhé cua toi, cang gia hon nita khi ching
cam chan ly nang lén va cham rai nhap champagne, ching ké cho t6i nghe
dam ba chuyén cwdi ma toi cha hiéu mo6 té va cho bo toi biét minh muoén
qua Giang sinh la gi.

Pau t6i, ching t6i don bd ¢ can ho thong tang ctia ong & Century City.
Co6 vé nhw 6ng da khui mot chai champagne va uong hét phan 16n trueée khi
ching t6i t¢i. Can ho cua 6ng nam ¢ Century City, noi 6ng chuyén dén sau
khi ly than véi me t6i, né kha rong rai, dwgc bai tri dep, c6 mot bé tam mat
xa 1én ngoai buéng ngu lic nao cting am va boc hoi. B6 me t6i, von khong
tro chuyén vdéi nhau nhiéu sau vu ly than, ma t6i nghi cach day ciing phai
mot nam roi, cé vé cang thang va buc boi thye su vi cac ky nghi budc ho
phai & bén nhau, hai ngwdi ngoi doi dién trong phong khach, chi trao doi
dau nhu c6 nam tur.

"Xe em a?" bo toi héi.

"U," me t6i n6i, nhin sang cdy thong Noel nhoé ma c6 ngudi hau cta 6ng
da trang tri.

HBep.H

https://thuviensach.vn



B0 t6i uong can cho champagne cia minh réi tw rét thém ly nita. Me hoi
banh mi. Ong 14y khin lau miéng, hing giong, tdi thi dam ra bon chdn, thira
biét 6ng sé hoi moi nguwdi mudn qua gi cho Giang sinh, du hai dita em t6i
da noéi vdi ong roi. Bo to6i mé miéng. T6i nham mat lai, 6ng héi c6 ai mudn
dung mon trang miéng khong. Im lang tuyét doi. Boi ban dén. T6i tra 10i
ong la khong. T6i khong nhin b6 me minh nhiéu 1dm, chi méi miét dwva tay
1én vudt téc, wéc gi minh da hit mot it coke, hay lam bat c diéu gi dé chiu
dung duge chuyén nay, toi ngd nghiéng khap nha hang, chi c6 mot nita s6
ban la c6 nguwdi ngbi, ngwdi ta thi thao vao tai nhau, nhitng 16i thi thao vang
vang sao do, va t6i nhan ra diéu chinh yéu nam & cho t6i 1a mot thang con
trai muwoi tdm tudi, c6 doi ban tay run ray, toc vang, da dé bat dau bat nang,
nita say ntra tinh, ngoi trong Chasen's trén Doheny va Beverly, chd 6ng b
héi minh muén qua gi cho Giang sinh.

Chu thich

(1)Tén khoa hoc: Mononucleosis, mdt chitng bénh truyén nhiém thuwong
duwgc gdy ra bai sy tiép xuic than mat, trong d6 pho bién la lay qua duwong
nuwéc bot, vi thé con dugce goi la Kissing disease (Chirng hon).
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NHU KHONG HE CO
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Chuong 5

Khong ai n6i gi nhiéu, cling nhw khéng ai cé vé ban tam, chi it 1a t6i. Bo
t0i ké mot trong cac doi tac lam an cua 6ng mdi chét do ung thu tuyén tuy,
me t6i no6i ai d6 ma me quen, mot ban choi tennis, da phai phau thuat nguec.
B6 goi thém chai nita - khéng 1o chai thit ba hay thit tw - va lai nhac dén
mot vu lam an khac. Con em 16n ngéap dai, nham nha mén salad. T6i bong
nghi dén Blair dang nam mot minh trén giwvong c6, vudt ve con méo den
ngu xuan, roi lai nghi dén cai bién quang cdo c6 dong chit "Bién mat noi
day", nghi dén d6i mat caa Julian va tw héi khong biét n6 c6 dugc rao ban
khong, roi ngudi ta sg phai nhap lan 19, r6i thi khung canh bé boi vao budi
t0i, lan nwdc sang anh den lung linh ngoai san sau.

Jared budc vao, khong di cting b Blair ma di cing mot nguwdi mau noi
danh khéng chiu cdi 4o khoac 16ng thu, Jared khong thao chiéc kinh ram
mau den xuéng. Mot ga khac ma bo t6i quen, lam cho Warner Brothers,
tién dén ban ching téi chiic mirng Giang sinh. T6i bo ngoai tai cudc doi
thoai. Thay vao do, to6i nhin sang me dang dan mat vao ly regu ctia ba, mot
trong hai con em ké chuyén cudi cho ba nghe, nhwng ba khong hiéu gi, roi
ba goi d6 uéng. Toi tw hoi bd ctia Blair cé biét Jared dén Chasen's tdi nay
v6i ngwoi mau noi tiéng kia khong. Toi cau mong minh sé khong bao gio
phai trdi qua chuyén nay mot lan nita.

Chtng t6i roi khéi Chasen's, pho xa vang ngat, khong khi van kho néng,
gi6 hay con thoi. Trén Little Santa Monica, mgt chiéc xe nam 1on ngugc,
kinh ctra s6 v tan, khi ca nha di ngang qua, hai em t6i lién nghén c6 1én dé
nhin cho r6 hon, chiing bao me t6i, ldc ay dang lai xe, chay cham lai, nhung
me t6i khong lam theo nén hai dia cau nhau. Chung t6i dén Jimmy's, me
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dwa chiéc Mercedes vao mot bai do, roi ca nha xudng xe, ngudi phuc vu
nhan xe, va ching t6i cung ngbi xuong di vang bén mot cai ban nhé trong
goc quay rugu toi tam. Jimmy's twong doi vang, chi c6 lac dac doi ba cap
bén quay rigu va mot gia dinh nita ngoi doi dién ching to6i. Mot nghé si
dwong cam dang hat "September Song", giong ém ai. B6 t6i lién ca cam
rang ga do nén choi mdy bai Giang sinh méi phai. Hai em t6i vao nha vé
sinh, lic quay vé, ching bao vira trong thay than lan 1 & mdt trong cac
budng vé sinh, me t6i n6i ba khong hiéu gi.

T6i bat dau tan tinh dita con gai 16n trong gia dinh doi dién chung toi va
tw hoi khong biét gia dinh minh trong c6 giong gia dinh nay khéng. Trong
O rat giong dira con gai toi tirng cap ké mot thoi gian ngan & New
Hampshire. C6 c6 mai t6c vang ngan ngun, mat xanh, lan da rdm nang, va
khi dé y thay t6i dang nhin cham cham, c6 ngodnh mat di, mim cwoi. Bo t6i
goi ngwoi 1ay dién thoai, nguoi ta lién mang dén truong ky mot chiéc dién
thoai dwong dai, bo t6i ben goi cho 6ng ndi & Palm Springs, ca nha chiic
ong Giang sinh vui vé, nhung t6i thdy minh nhw mot thang ngoc khi néi,
"Giang sinh vui nhé ong," trudc mat co nang kia.

Trén dudng vé, sau khi tha b6 téi xudng truedc can ho thong tang ctia 6ng
& Century City, t6i ap mat l1én ctra kinh, dan mat vao nhitng ngon dén trén
Valley dang trdi dan vé phia doi nui khi xe phéng 1én Mulholland. Mot con
em khodc do 16ng thi cia me 1én ngudi, ngu thi€ép di. Me t6i nhan nit dong
cong va toi toan chiic ba Giang sinh vui vé nhung lai chang thot nén dugc
tiéng nao, danh dé mac ba ngoi lai trong xe.

Giang sinh @ Palm Springs. Troi bao gio cling nong. Ngay ca lic mua,
troi van néng. C6 mot Giang sinh, Giang sinh nam ngoai, khi hét thay da
xong xuoi, khi ng6i nha cii da bi bé lai sau, tiét trgi tré nén néng birc chwa
tirng thay trong ky tc nhiéu ngwdi. Chang ai muon tin rang troi lai c6 thé
néng tdi cai mic do, don gian la khong twéng. Thé nhung nhiét ké cua
Ngan hang An ninh Qudc gia & Rancho Mirage 1én dén 44, 45 d6 va tat ca
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nhitng gi toi c6 thé lam la dan mat vao nhitng con so, khong chiu tin rang
thoi tiét c6 thé nong khung khiép dén mirc d6. Nhung roi téi nhin vé hoang
mac va mot lan gié néng quat thang vao mat, trong khi mat trdi chéi chang
tGi noi kinh ram cua t6i khong cach nao ngan néi anh sang ay, toi phai nheo
mat lai méi thady dwgc nhitng tam lwdi sat trén bién qua dwong dang xoan
tit, odn oai, ma thiyrc t€ la dang tan chdy trong cai néng nhu thiéu nhw dot,
va t6i hiéu rang minh budc long phai tin.

Nhitng budi dém trong sudt ky Giang sinh cling chang diu mat hon. Té6i
bdy gio troi van sang, bau troi khoac nguyén mot mau cam cho téi tdm gio,
gi6 nong luon qua cac hém nui, ngdm xuéng khap hoang mac. Khi troi da
toi han, dém lai den mit mung, nwc ndi, va mét vai dém, nhitng lan may
trang di ky c& nhw tha troi di trén bau troi roi mat dang lic binh minh. Lai
con im ang nita. Vao mot hay hai gio sang ma nhiét do gidm xuéng cd 43
thi qua la bat thuwong. Ngoai duwong khong c6 1dy mot bong xe, va néu dirng
lai bén duwong, tat dén di va kéo ctra kinh xudng, t6i chang thé nghe thay bat
ky tiéng dong nao hét. Chi c6 hoi thd cua t6i, khé khoc, di d6i, hon hén
khong déu. Nhung t6i khong lam thé qua 1au, béi t6i nhin thdy doi mat cta
minh trong gwong chiéu hau, hoc mat dé 1om, day khiép sg, va toi phat
hoang 1én vi mot 1y do nao dé, hoi ha phéng xe vé nha.

Chap t6i la khodng thdi gian duy nhét t6i ra ngoai. Thoi gian nay t6i & ly
ngoai bé boi, xoi kem que vi chudi, doc Herald Examiner 2 khi c6 chut
boéng ram & san sau, mat bé lang to, chi thang hodc gon séng lic nhitng con
ong vang hodc den to su mang nhitng déi canh khong 16 va nhitng con
chuon chuon den lao thang xuéng nuwéc, hda ré vi cai nong dién cuong.

Giang sinh nam ngodai & Palm Springs, t6i nam ly trén giwvdong, tran nhw
nhong, va ngay ca khi c6 diéu hoa chay, khi mat thoi khap ngui, lai thém
mot bat da, mét it dwgc quan trong cai khan tam, dé canh giwong, téi van
khong thady mat. Chi hinh dung ra cénh lai xe dao phd, cdm nhan nhitng lan
gi6 noéng trén vai, nhin hoi néng boc 1én tir hoang mac 1a t6i da thay néng
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roi, thanh thi t6i phai ép minh tré day, buwdc xuéng nha, ra ngoai hién, bén
bé boi sang dén lic nita dém, thir hit mot 6ng can sa nhung khé ma tha
noi. Du thé t6i van hut, chi dé ngti dwgc ma thoi. Téi cé thé it & bén ngoai
sudt. Ttr nha bén vang sang nhitng tiéng dong va anh sang ky la, thé 1a toi
lai 1én 1au, vé phong, khoa trai ctra lai va rot cudce ciling thiép di.

Khi thitc gidc vao budi chiéu, to6i xudng nha, 6ng lién bao t6i rang 6ng
nghe thay nhitng tiéng dong la lic dém, to6i hoi tiéng dong la nao thi 6ng tra
10i 1a 6ng c6 cham tay vao né dwgc dau, roi 6ng nhin vai, cudi cing bao
rang han do l1a do 6ng twéng twong, chac chang co gi dau. Con ché thi c&
stia suot dém, va khi toi day dé bao né im, trong né that hoang hot, mat mé
to, hon hén, run ray, nhung chang doi nao toi lai ra ngoai dé tim hiéu con
cd vi sao con cho sua, t6i chi biét giam minh trong phong, khoa tréi cira,
dap khan am va lanh Ién mat. Hom sau, ngoai bé boi c6 mot hop thudc 1a
rong rudt. Lucky Strikes. Ma trong nha chang c6 ai hat thu6c. Hom sau
nita, bo t6i lién thay khéa mdi cho toan b ctra néo va céng sau, con me t6i
va hai dita em géi kéo cdy thong Noel xudng, trong khi t6i hay con ngu.

Hai tiéng sau, Blair goi. C6 cho hay trén t& People s6 mé&i c6 anh chup
b6 con c6 trong mdt budi chiéu ra mat. Co con noi rang c6 dang say, chi c
mot minh trong nha ma gia dinh thi di vang, ho dang ngoi trong phong
chiéu ctia ai d6 xem mot doan phim trich trong bo phim md&i ctia b c6. Co
cling néi vai toi la c6 dang khong mac gi, nam trén giwdng va c6 nhd toi.
Toi vira nghe c6 noi vira bat dau di quanh nha, cdm thdy cang thang. Poan
t0i dam dam ngo chinh minh trén tdm guwong treo & ta twong. Toi trong thay
mot hop giay trong géc phong va nhin vao hgp trong khi van néi chuyén
qua dién thoai v&i Blair. Trong hop c6 bao nhiéu la anh: mot tdim chup Blair
va téi ¢ buo6i lién hoan cu6i nam hoc, tdm khac chup hai dita & Disneyland,
trén Grad Nite, roi chiing t6i trén bd bién Monterey, hai dira trong mot bira
tiec tai Palm Springs, hinh Blair @ Westwood do toi chup trong mot ngay
hai dita nghi hoc sém, mat sau anh c6 dé ho tén viét tat ctia Blair. T6i con
tim thdy mét tdm dnh chup chinh minh trong ddc cai quan jeans, khong 4o,
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khong giay, nam trén san, deo kinh ram, téc tai wét rugt, va téi thir nghi
xem ai da chup né nhung khong tai nao nhd ra. Toi vudt tdim anh cho thang
thém lai va ngam chinh minh. T6i ngam nggi chuyén do6 thém ltc nita roi
dé anh sang bén. Van con nhitng tam khac trong hop nhung t6i khong chiu
noi khi phai ngam chiing, nhitng bitc hinh cii cia Blair va t6i, vi thé t6i cat
hop giay vao tu twong.

Cham mot diéu thudc, bat MTV tat tiéng. Mot gio troi qua, Blair van
thao thao bat tuyét, néi rang c6 van thich t6i, rang chiing t6i nén vé lai bén
nhau, va rang khéng gap nhau bon thang chang phadi 1a ly do dé chia tay.
T6i bao ¢6 rang minh van con bén nhau d6 thoi va nhac dén t6i qua. Co néi
anh hiéu y em ma, thé la t6i bat dau thay hai khi phai ngoi trong phong va
nghe c6 nang no6i. To6i nhin 1én dong ho. Pa gan ba gio. T6i bao co6 nang
rang minh chang nhé tredc day quan hé cta hai dia ra sao, c6 1ai sang
chuyén khac, phim anh, cac budi hoa nhac, viéc c6 lam ca ngay nay, viéc
toi lam toi nay. Khi toi gac may thi trdi da gan sang, thé la dén ngay Giang
sinh.

Sang Giang sinh, t0i say coke, mot dita em tang t6i s6 nhat ky bia da, kha
dat tién, gidy trang kho to, in ngay thang rat thanh lich dau méi trang, chit
vang chit bac. T6i cAm on n6, 6m hon né no kia, né lién mim cwoi, tw rét ra
cho minh mét ly champagne. C6 mot mua he t6i da rang tap thoi quen viét
nhat ky nhung chang di dén dau. T6i dam ra ling ting, viét chi dé ma viét,
nhan ra nhitng viéc minh lam chang lay gi lam phong phud du dé viét thanh
nhat ky. T6i biét minh sé chang dung dén cuon nay, chac t6i sé mang né vé
New Hampshire va ct thé, n6 sé nam trén ban t6i sudt ba, bon thang, chang
dwgc rd tGi, trong tron. Me quan sat ching t6i, ba ngoi @ mép di vang trong
phong khach, nhap tirng ngum champagne. Cac em t6i binh thdan mé nhitng
goi qua cua ching, vé ho hitng. B6 trong banh bao, nghiém nghi, 6ng dang
viét séc cho ba anh em t6i, t6i tw hdi tai sao 6ng khong thé viét ching ra tw
tredc, nhung roi cling quén di va nhin ra ngoai ctra s0, ngam nghia ngon
gi6 nong dang quét khap san nha. Bé boi lan tan song.
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Thit Sdu sau Giang sinh, troi day nang, am ap, toi quyét dinh minh can
lam sam da, vi thé tdi cung nhom Blair, Alana, Kim, Rip va Griffin t&i cau
lac b bai bién. T6i dén cau lac bo trwéc ca bon, va trong khi ngudi phuc vu
dwa xe vao bai, toi ngo6i trén bang ghé dogi ho, tran tran ngd bo cat w6t nuwdc,
noi dat lién két thic. Bién mat noi day. Toi ctt thé dam dam nhin ra bién
cho dén khi Griffin 14ai con Porsche dén. Griffin quen ngwdi phuc vy, ho tan
chuyén dam ba phut. Khong lau sau Rip cling t6i, xem chung cling quen
nguoi phuc vy, va khi toi gigi thiéu Rip véi Griffin, ching no6 pha 1én cuoi,
bao t6i ngwdi quen ca thoi, thé 1a téi tw héi khong biét hai dita nay da nga
v&i nhau chua, ty nhién t6i thdy chéng mat va phai ngoi xuong bang ghé.
Alana, Kim va Blair dén cung nhau trén con Cardillac mui tran.

"Bon em vitra an trwa bén cau lac bo nhac country,” Blair noi, van nho
radio.

"Kim bi lac."
"T¢ dau co lac,” Kim noi.

"Thé nén cau ay khong tin 1a em nhé cho d6 & dau, va bon em phai dirng
lai m&t tram xang héi dwong, xong Kim hoi so dién thoai mot ga lam viéc &
do."

"Anh ta dep trai dien dao," Kim la len.

"Thi sao nao? Anh ta bom xang," Blair rit 1én, ra khoi xe, trong tuyét dep
trong bo vay lién. "Cau san sang chwa thé? Tén anh ta la Moose."

"T& cha quan tam anh ta tén gi. Anh ta rd dep trai," Kim nhac lai.

Trén bo bién, ca bon chiing t6i ciing nhau uéng nét choé rum va Coca ma
Griffin 1én mang theo. Rip da trit bé gan nhw toan bo do tam trén nguoi, dé
16 ra duwong da ram nang. T6i khong boi da dau lam nau da 1én chan hay
nguc. Alana mang theo may cat sét xach tay, bat di bat lai mot bai cua
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INXS 3, chung t6i n6i chuyén album cua Psychedelic Furs méi ra 1o, Blair
ké v&i moi nguwoi rang Muriel viva roi khéi Cedars-Sinai, Alana nhac
chuyén co goi cho Julian dé hoéi xem n6 c6 mudn dén khong, nhwng chang
c6 ai ¢ nha. Sau rot, ca 1 ngirng tan phét va ngam chut nang con roi rét lai.
Mot bai hat nao do6 cua Blondie vang 1én, thé la Blair va Kim bao Alana bat
to lén. Griffin va t6i ditng day dén phong thay quan do. Deborah Harry 4
hoi, "Con song cua em 6 noi dau?"

"Sao thé?" Griffin héi, nhin cham cham vao chinh minh trong gwong khi
chung toi dang ¢ trong phong vé sinh nam.

"Tao cang thang thoi," toi bao no, tat nwdc 1én mat.
"Sé on ma," Griffin noi.

Va & noi ay, ngoai bai bién, dudi anh nang, nhin vé phia Thai Binh
Duong, duong nhw t6i hoan toan c6 thé tin 16i Griffin néi. Nhung t6i bi
chdy nang va khi dirng lai & Gelson's mua it thu6c 14 v6i mot chai Perrier,
toi nhin thdy mot con than lan trén ghé tredc. Ga thu ngan dang no6i chuyén
vé so liéu thong ké cac vu sat nhan chgt nhin t6i va héi xem t6i c6 6n
khong. T6i chang néi gi, chi voi vang budc ra khoi chg. Vé dén nha, toi di
tam voi sen, bat dan stereo, nhung dém 4y, to6i khong sao ngu duwgc, mang
da chdy nang that kho chiu, MTV thi lam t6i nhitc dau, thé 1a t6i uéng vién
Nembutal 5 ma Griffin da dii cho ngoai bai do xe ctia cau lac bo bai bién.

Sang hom sau, t0i thitc ddy mudn vi nghe thay tiéng nhac Duran Duran 6
am 1 vang sang tt* phong me. Cira dé ngd va hai em t6i dang nam trén chiéc
giwong 1on, dién do tam, 1at gid nhitng s6 GQ cii, xem phim con heo tat
tiéng trén dau phat video Betamax. T6i ngoi xudng giwong, cling mac do
tam, ching bao me di an trwa roi, con a gitp viéc di mua sam, td6i ng6i xem
phim chitng mwdi phit, thac mac khéng biét day la cuon bang caa ai - cua
me? cda hai c6 em? qua Giang sinh tir mot nguwdi ban? thang cha 1ai chiéc
Ferrari? cta t6i? Khi thang cha dién vién chinh xuat hién trén man hinh,
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mot trong hai con em noéi n6 ghét phim nay, va toi di xuéng lau, ra bé boi
lam vai vong.

Nam mudi lam tu6i, 1an dau hoc 1ai xe & Palm Springs, toi da 1ay xe bo
di khi b6 me con ngu, ba anh em long vong quanh hoang mac ltic nira dém,
bat nhac Fleetwood Mac va Eagles am 1, ha mui xe xudng, gi6 néng thoi
lam dam co oan xudng, lang thinh. R6i mot dém, ba anh em t6i 1dy xe di
choi, dém ay khong trang, gié thdi manh, ai d6 vira chd toi vé tr mot biva
tiéc khong vui vé gi lam. Tiém McDonald noi ching t6i dinh dirng lai da
déng ctra do gié giat lam mat dién, t6i thi mét moi, con hai cd em thi dang
cai 1on, va trén dwong ve toi trong thay cach d6 mot dam trén xa 19, c6 cai
gi d6 ma toi cho la ltra trai, nhung khi toi 1ai xe t&i gan thi thay do khong
phai Itra trai ma la mot chiéc Toyota do6 & mot goc nghiéng ky cuc, hd mui,
dong co trao Itra. Kinh chan gié phia tredc cta chiéc xe da vd tan, mot
ngwoi dan ba Mexico ngo6i bét trén vé duong, bén ria xa 16, gao khéc. Hai
tay ba dita tré, cling nguoi Mexico ditng canh ba, cam mat vao dong Iita, ha
héc miéng nhin ngon Itra phirng phirng, toi tw hoi vi sao chang c6 chiéc xe
nao & day ding lai dé gitip do. Hai em t6i thoi luon cai nhau, kéu t6i dirng
xe lai dé xem. T6i cling muon dirng lam nhwng r6i lai khong lam thé. Toi
giam toc, sau dé 1ai ao di, roi lai day cuén bang hai c6 em lay ra khi m&i
trong thay ngon ltra vao may, bat bang 1én, van 16n tiéng, roi vuegt qua tat ca
den dé cho tdi khi vé dén nha.

T6i chang rd vi sao dong Itra 4y it &m anh t6i, nhung ding la nhu vay,
va t6i mwong twgng ra hinh anh mot diva bé, con chwa chét, nam trén dong
Itra, boc chay. C6 thé mot dira bé da bi quang ra khéi kinh chan gié, nga
vao dong co xe, toi hdi hai em t6i xem chiing c6 thay dita bé nao boc chay,
tan chay trén dong co khéng, nhung ching bado khéng, anh c6 thay khéng?
Thu nhi, thé 1a hdm sau t6i ra soat cac t& bao dé chac chan khong c6 vu nao
nhw vay. T6i mudn hom do, t6i ngdi ngoai trdi, canh bé boi, ngdm nghi vé
chuyén ay cho t6i lic thiép di, khi gi6 da giat tat dién va bé boi chuyén
sang mau den kit.
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Va t6i nhé 1a thoi gian dy t6i da thu thap khong biét bao nhiéu mau béo,
mot mau n6i vé mot thang bé mudi hai tudi nao dé khong may ban tring
em trai minh & Chino, mau khac ké chuyén mét tay & Indio déong dinh con
trai han vao twong, hodc vao cira gi ddy khong nhé ro, roi ban mot phat
tring mat thang bé, mau khac nita néi vé vu chay vién duwdong lao lam chét
hai chuc ngudi, mau nita ké chuyén mot ba ndi trg trén dwong don con vé
sau gio tan hoc da 1ai xe bay khoi duwong dé dai hai mwoi tw mét gan San
Diego, khién ba ta ciing ba con chét tirc thi, va m6t mau cho biét ga no co y
tong xe vao ¢ vg cili ¢ dau dé gan Reno, lam c6 nay bi liét tir dudi co tra
xuong. Toi doan hoi ay t6i thu thap nhiéu mau bao nhuw thé 1a bagi vi c6 qua
nhiéu chuyén dé ma suwu tam.

D6 1a mot budi t6i thit Bay va vao mat vai t6i thi Bay khi khong tiéc
tung, ca nhac trong thanh phg, va khi moi ngudi da xem tat tat cac bo phim,
thi dan tinh phan 16n déu ¢ nha, maoi ban bé dén hay tan déc qua dién thoai.
Doi khi, ai do sé tat qua, chuyén gau, lam mot ly, sau do vé xe, di sang nha
nguoi khac. Mot vai t6i thi Bdy, sé cé ba, bon nguwoi 1ai xe tir hét nha nay
dén nha khéc. Ho di tir khodng mudi gio ti thi Bdy cho dén rang sang
hém sau. Trent tat qua, ké cho t6i nghe chuyén "mot cap J.A.P. 7 10 dai" &
Bel Air da trong thdy thit ma ho goi la mét loai quai vat, r6i lai con néi vé
nguoi séi nita. Mot ngwdi ban cta ho bi cho 1a da mat tich. T6i nay c6 mot
doi tim kiém & Bel Air nhung khong tim thay gi ngoai trir - Trent nhan rang
cwoi - xac mot con cho bi xéo thit. Cai It "J.A.P." y, nhw Trent noéi 1a loan
oc, da choi dem tai nha mot nguwoi ban ¢ Encino. Trent bao 14 "J.A.P" xem
ra da noc Tab day & bung nén dai dé 1a bi di tng. Co6 khi thé, t6i noi, nhung
cau chuyén khién t6i thay kho chiu. Sau khi Trent di, t6i c6 goi cho Julian
nhuwng khong ai nhac mady, t6i ban khoan khong biét né c6 thé & dau dugc,
va sau khi gac may, t6i chac chan minh da nghe thay tiéng ai d6 dang gao
thét trong can nha ké bén, dudi hém nui, thé 1a toi dong ctra so lai. T6i con
nghe chay tiéng cho stia phia sau, KROQ dang trinh bay nhitng bai hat cii
cta Doors, kénh muai ba thi dang chiéu War of the Worlds 8, thé la toi
chuyén sang mot chuwong trinh ton gido day, trong d6 nguoi thuyét gidng
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dang ho hét, "Hay dé Chua st dung ban. Chtia muon st dung ban. Hay nam
xuong va dé Nguoi sit dung ban, stt dung ban." "Hay nam xu6ng," 1ao luén
miéng ho hao. "Str dung ban, st dung ban." T6i ndm trén giwdng uéng gin
v&i nudc da tan, twdng nhw da nghe thady tiéng ai dé x0c ctra vao. Nhung
Daniel néi qua dién thoai la chac hai dita em t6i di tim do uong dé thoi.
Pém nay that kh6 ma tin 10i Daniel, t6i nghe tin titc n6i rang téi qua c6 bon
ngudi bi nén cho téi chét trén doi, va t6i mé chong mat gan nhw sudt ca
dém, ngo ra ngoai ctta s, tran tran nhin vao khodnh san sau, tim kiém
nguoi soi.

Cha thich
(1)Nguyén van: lizard. Tt nay &m chi dan 6ng hanh nghé mai dam.

(2)M0ot to nhat bao 16n cia Los Angeles, ngirng hoat dong cudi nam
1989.

(3)Mot ban nhac rock ctaa Uc.

(4)Ca sy chinh ciia nhom nhac Blondie.

(5)MOot loai thudc kich thich.

(6)Mot ban nhac Anh ndi tiéng hoat dong tir nam 1978 dén nay.

(7)Jewish American Princess: Mot tit mang nghia x4du néi vé nhitng c6
gai My goc Do Thai, am chi xu huwéng thywe dung va ich ky, c6 16i song hw
hong. Nhitng c0 gai bi gan cho cum tw nay thwong bi coi thuong va né
tranh.

(8)Teén tiéng Viét la "Pai chién thé gidi".
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NHU KHONG HE CO

Bret Easton Ellis

www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 6

Onha méi cua Kim, trén khodng d6i nhin ra Sunset, cong nha dé ngo,
nhung xem chirng khéng c6 nhiéu xe 6 t6 ¢ xung quanh. Khi Blair va t6i
buwdc téi cira bam chudng, phai rat 1au sau méi cé nguwdi ra m@. Sau rot Kim
cling xuat hién, mac jeans b6 bac mau, 4o thun trang, di giay ong cao bang
da den, dang hit mot diéu can sa. C6 nang hit mot hoi r6i méi 6m ca hai
dita t6i va n6i "Chiic mirng nam méi," sau dé dan chiing t6i vao gian tién
that tran cao, cho biét c6 nang vira don dén ba ngay trudc, "Me dang & bén
Anh véi Milo," va ho chwa c6 thoi gian sam sira d6 dac. R6i Kim ndéi thém
la du sao san nha & cac phong ciing da dugc trai tham va thé 1a tot roi, toi
khong hoi lam sao ma t6t. C6 nang bao can nha kha cii va ngudi cha trude
la mét tay theo Pirc Quoc xa. Trén hién nha c6 mdt dam chau cay canh
nho, trén than son day chir thap ngodc. "Ngudi ta goi chiing 1a chau cay
Quoc xa," Kim néi.

Bon t6i theo chan Kim xudng nha, ¢ day chi c6 chitng mudi hai, mudi ba
nguoi. Kim bao 1€ ra Fear sé chaoi nhac t6i nay. Co gidi thiéu Blair va toi
v&i Spit, ban cua tay trong, Spit c6 nwéc da nhgt nhat vo cung, nhot hon ca
Muriel, mai téc ngan ngtin vuot keo, deo khuyén tai hinh dau 1au, dwéi mat
c6 quang tham, nhung ga dang cau ban nén chao héi xong xubi ga lién bao
Kim la phai lam gi d6 v&i Muriel.

"Sao?" Kim héi, rit diéu thudc.
"Vi cai do ché cai day bdo tao trong nhw xac chét," Spit n6i, trgn mat.

"Oi, Spit," Kim néi.
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"No6 kéu tao boc mui xac thu."
"Thoi nao, Spit, bo di," Kim xoa diu.
"May biét tao dau con dé tha chét trong phong."

N6 nhin sang Muriel ditng cudi quay rugu, dang cwdi 16n, tay cam mot ly
punch.

"Oi, con nhé dé thwong ma Spit. Chi tai gan day n6 néc sau muoi
miligam lithium mot ngay. N6 mét qua doé thoi," Kim quay sang Blair va
t0i. "Me nang vira mua cho nang mot em Porsche nam nham ngan do day."
ROi c6 nhin sang Spit. "Anh tin n6i khong?"

Spit dap khong, néi sé rang bé qua, va sé quyét dinh xem nén bat album
nao, Kim lién bdo, "Ct viéc," roi n6i thém trwdc khi thang kia dén choé dan
stereo, "Nghe nay, Spit, ditng lam Muriel buon. Dirng néi gi nhé. N6 vira
m&i roi Cedars-Sinai, va ctt say la né hién khé. N6 chi hoi phé thu6c théi."

Spit tdng 10, cdm mot dia hat cli cia Oingo Boingo.

"Tao bat dia nay dugc khong?"

"Dé sau hdy bat nhé?"

"Nghe nay, Kim-ber-ly, tao bat dau thay chan réi day," ga néi, nghién
rang nghién 1gi.

Kim rat mot diéu can sa tr trong ti quan sau dwa cho ga.
"Ctr binh tinh di, Spit."

Spit n6i cam on, sau d6 ngoi xudng di vang c6 hoa tiét cd My ké bén 10
swoi, dan mat vao diéu can sa mot lic 1au trwde khi cham Iia.
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"Cha, hai ngudi trong hét say," Kim ndi.

"Cau ciling thé," Blair bao c6 nang. T6i gat dau. T6i mét mdi, hoi say
thu6c va khong thye sy muodn dén, nhung trede do Blair lai qua nha t6i, hai
dia di boi roi 1én giwong va sau do thi Kim goi dén.

"Alana c6 dén khong?" Blair noi.

"Khoéng, khong dén dugce.” Kim lac dau, rit thém mot hoi tir diéu can sa.

"Pang di Springs roi."

"Thé con Julian?" Blair héi.

"Khéng. Con ban phang dam luat sw Beverly Hills dé kiém xu," Kim tha
dai, r6i cwdi pha lén.

Toi toan hoi c6 nang cé y gi thi bat chgt c6 ngwoi goi tén c6, Kim noi,
"Oi, ché that, gd ban ruou viva dén," roi bo di, téi bén nhin ra ngoai, qua bé
boi 16n sang dén, nham vé phia Hollywood, vé phia nhitng mang sang dudi
khodng troi mau tia, Blair hoi t6i c6 6n khong, t6i lién dap di nhién roi.

Mot thang con trai, chirng mwoi tdm, mwoi chin tudi, mang vao mot
chiéc hop cac téng 16n, dat né 1én quay rugu, Kim ki tén gi dé, dwa tién
boa, né lién noi, "Chiic mirng nam md&i nhé, cac ban" r6i bé di. Kim 16i twr
trong thung ra mot chai champagne, khui ruegu day diéu nghé, 16n tiéng goi,
"MO0i ngudi 1ay mot chai nhé. Perrier-Jouet day. Con lanh."

"Cau chinh phuc dugc t6 roi day, cua khi." Muriel lao téi, 6m lay Kim,
Kim lién dwa cho c6 nang mot chai.

"Spit buc té hay sao thé? TG chi bao trong 1ao d6 nhw xac chét théi ma,"

Muriel néi, khui chai ruou.
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"Chao Blair, chao Clay."
"Ldo dé6 cang thang 4y ma," Kim no6i. "Tai gi6 la hay sao do."

"Ldo ay ding la dan. Lao béo t&, Anh tirng hoc hanh t té hoi con &
treong, trede khi ho téng c6 anh. Ha? Thé nghia la thé quai nao?" Muriel
héi, "Lao dan ay lai con dung ca den han dé dot cocain nita chit."

Kim nhtn vai, nhap thém mdt ngum.
"Muriel, trong cau long lanh 1am," Blair néi.

"Oi, Blair, cau van xinh tuyét nhu thwong 18," Muriel néi, tu mot ngum
reou.

"Ma Chua oi, Clay, anh phai dua em cai ao khoac doé thoi."

T6i dang khui chai regu cho minh, bén dwa mat nhin xuéng. Chiéc ao
khoac chi la mét cai 4o ca r6 xam va trang, mot trong nhitng hinh tam giac
trén 4o c6 mau do sam.

"Trong c¥ nhw anh bi ddm dy. Cho em mac di ma," Muriel van vi, man
mé chiéc ao.

T6i mim cwdi nhin co, roi nhan ra c6 hoan toan nghiém tic, ma toi lai
chang con hoi strc dau ma tir choi, nén t6i cdi do ra dwa cho o, co lién mac
vao, cuoi pha lén. "Em sé tra lai, em sé€ tra lai, dirng c6 lo."

Trong phong c6 mét tay thg anh dac biét kho wa, lién tuc chup anh tat ca
moi ngwoi. Han tién dén cho ai do, chia camera vao mat ho, chup chirng
hai, ba tdm, r6i han qua cho t6i, anh dén flash ctia han lam t6i 16a mat trong
thodng choc, t6i ubng thém maot ngum tr chai champagne. Kim bat dau
thap nén khap phong, Spit cho album ctia X vao dau may, ai dé bat dau
dinh bong béng 1én mot trong cac bitc twong trong, nhitng qua béong méi
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chi thoi dwgc mot nira e 1o Iing trén do, yéu 6t. Canh ctra dan ra bé boi va
hién nha dé ngé, c6 hai qua bong ciling dwgc dinh 1én dé, va ching t6i buéc
ra ngoai, t6i bé boi.

"Gio me cau lam gi?" Blair hoi. "Co dy con hen ho v6i Tom khong?"

"Cau nghe chuyén do6 ¢ dau thé? The Inquirer ha?" Kim cudi 16n.

"Khoéng. T¢ trong thady anh ho trén Hollywood Reporter."

"Me té dang & Anh véi Milo, té bao ciu réi ma," Kim ndi trong lic
chiing t6i tién dan vé bé nuéc sang deén. "ft nhat d6 1a diéu t6 doc dwoc trén
Variety."

"Thé con cau?" Blair hoi, nhoén miéng cudi. "Cau dang hen ho véi ai?"

"Moi 1?" Kim cwoi 16n, sau d6 nhac dén mot tay dién vién tré ndi tiéng
nao do ma toi nghi tirng hoc cung treong voi chung toi, khong nhg nita.

"U. T c6 nghe. Chi mudn nghe cau xac nhan thoi."

"Pung la thé."

"Anh ta khong c6 mat trong bita tiéc Giang sinh cua cau," Blair noi.
"Khoéng a?" Kim c6 vé lo lang. "Céau chac chi?"

"Anh ta khong c6 mat," Blair noi. "Anh c6 gap anh ta khong, Clay?"
"Khong, anh khong thay né," t6i bdo co, cha nhé gi hét.

"La that," Kim no6i. "Chac la ban & truong quay."

"Anh ay ra sao?"

"Anh ay t té, that syt té."
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"Thé con Dimitri?"

"Oi, thi sao chi," Kim ndi.

"Anh 4y c6 biét khong?" Blair ndi.

"Chac biét. T¢ khong chac."

"Cau c6 nghi anh ay bu6n khong?"

"Nghe nay, Jeff 1a tam thoi thoi. T thich Dimitri."

Dimitri dang ngoi choi guitar trén mot chiéc ghé bén bé boi, lan da ram
nang, téc vang ngan cun, anh ta ct ng6i yén trén ghé dai, choi nhitng hop
am la lung, ky quai, sau d6 bat dau choi di choi lai m6t doan nhac ngan,
Kim chi nhin anh ta ma khong néi gi. Trong nha cé tiéng chuéng dién
thoai, Muriel goi vd&i ra, vay vay hai tay, "Cau c6 dién thoai, Kim 0i."

Kim budc vao trong, toi dinh hoi Blair xem ¢6 ¢6 mudn di khong, nhung
Spit, van dang phi phéo diéu can sa, tién dén cho Dimitri cing mét tay lwét
song nao do6 va néi, "Heston c6 axit tuyét hdo day," tay lwét séng di vGi
Spit nhin Blair, nhdy mat, c6 vo mong t6i, chdm mot diéu thudc. "Kim
dau?" Spit hoi vi khong moi dwgc cau tra 10i tir Dimitri, lic nay van dang
mat cham cham ngé xudng bé boi, tay bling guitar. R6i Dimitri nhin bén
dita t6i dang dirng quanh, va trong mot ldc, trong anh ta nhw sap néi gi do.
Nhung rot cudce anh ta chang néi gi, chi thd dai r6i lai nhin xuéng nuwéc.

MGt nit dién vién tré budc vao cing mat nha san xuat phim noi tiéng nao
dé ma toi tirng gap tai mot bita tiec ctia Blair, ho quan sat xung quanh, sau
do tién dén cho Kim, lic ay chi vira m@i gac may, c6 bao ho la me c6 dang
& Anh vGi Milo, tay san xuat bén noi, theo nhu tin titc ga nghe dwoc gan
day nhat thi ba &y dang & Hawaii, sau d6 ho bdo Thomas Noguchi c6 thé sé
tat qua, roi nit dién vién v4i ga san xuat phim bé di, Kim ra cho Blair va
toi, cho biét la Jeff goi dién dén.
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"Anh ta noi gi?" Blair hoi.

"Anh ta that 1a do6 khon. Anh ta dang & Malibu vGi mot tay lwét song,
mot ga nao day, va bon ho dang ¢ nhd nha anh ta."

"Anh ta muén gi?"

"Chtc muing nam mai t6." Kim byc bgi ra mat.

"Ciling tot ma," Blair ndi giong lac quan.

"Anh ta bdo, Nam mdi vui nhé, cho céi," Kim néi roi cham mot diéu
thudc, chai champagne ¢6 nang mang bén minh da gan hét. C6 nang sap
khoc dén noi hodc dinh néi thém gi dé thi Spit dén bao rang Muriel da tw
nho6t minh trong phong Kim, thé 1a Kim, Spit, Blair va t6i buéc vao nha,

1én 1au, di doc hanh lang, dén ctta phong Kim, Kim thit m& nhung cita da bi
khoa.

"Muriel," c6 goi vGi vao, go ctta. Khong ai tra 10i.

Spit dong ctra thinh thinh, r6i da vao ctra.

"Pung pha ctra chi, Spit," Kim néi, xong hét 1én, "Muriel, ra di."

T6i nhin sang Blair, trong c6 lo lang ra mat.

"Cau c6 nghi né 6n khong?"

"T& khong biét," Kim noi.

"Co0 ta c6 chuyén gi thé nhi?" Spit thac mac.

"Muriel?" Kim lai goi 16n.

Spit cham thém mot diéu can sa, dwa nguwoi vao twong. Tay thg anh di

qua chup hinh ca bon. Cwra tw tt ma ra, Muriel ditng do, trong nhw da khoc
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16c ndy gio. Co dé Spit, Kim, Blair, tay thg dnh va t6i vao phong, sau dé
dong cwra, khoa lai.

"Cau on chit?" Kim héi.
"T¢ khong sao," co noi, lau mat.

Can phong t6i om, chi c6 hai cay nén thap & goc phong, Muriel ngoi
xuong trong goc, bén canh mot cay nén, mot chiéc thia, mot 6ng tiém, mot
mau gidy nhé gap doi dung thit bt mau ndu nhat va mot mau vai cotton.
Trong cai thia da c6 san chat gi d6, Muriel cudn mau vai lai nhé hét c@, bo
no l1én cai thia, dam kim tiém xuyén qua mau vai, doan hut cai chat c6 san
trén thia vao trong ong tiém. Sau do6 c6 xan tay 4o 1én, mo mam tim that
lung trong bong t6i, quan né quanh bap tay. T6i nhin miii kim tiém, ngé
sang Blair dang dan mat vao canh tay Muriel.

"Chuyén gi dang xay ra & day thé?" Kim hdi. "Muriel, cau dang lam tro
gi vay?"

Muriel khong noi gi, chi dap vao canh tay tim mach mau, toi nhin vao cai
ao khodac ctia minh, chgt ring minh vi tréng né qua that giong nhw c6 ké da
bi dam. Muriel van giit cai 6ng tiém, Kim thi thao, "Dtrng lam thé," nhung
moi Muriel run ray, mat co6 hién ro vé phan khich, va t6i c6 thé trong thay
c6 bat dau nhoén miéng cuoi, toi c6 cam giac co6 khong hé dinh cudi, réi
khi chiéc kim dam vao canh tay Muriel, Blair ditng day néi, "T¢ vé day,"
va ra khéi phong. Muriel nham mat lai, mau cham chdm dang lén day 6ng
tiem.

Spit néi, "Oi troi dat i, chuyén nay that 1a dién."
Tay thg lai chup anh.
Hai tay toi run ray khi t6i cham diéu thuoc. Muriel 0a khoc, Kim thay thé

bén vu6t dau c6, nhing Muriel van khéc khong ngirng, miii ddi rong rong,
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trong co nhu dang pha 1én cwoi, son dinh nhoe nhoét trén mii, trén moi,
mascara chdy doc xuéng ma.

Ntra dém, Spit thir d6t may qua phao nhung chi c6 hai qua chay duoc.
Kim 6m Dimitri, dwong nhw anh ta chang nhan thdy hodc chang buon ban
tam, buéng chiéc guitar xudng doc than minh, tran tran ngé ra bé boi, muwoi
mot hay mwdoi hai ngudi chiing téi dang ngoai bé, ai do6 van nhé nhac dé ca
bon nghe thay tiéng ca thanh ph6é an mirng, nhuwng khong cé nhiéu am
thanh dé ma nghe, t6i thi ¢t mai nhin vao trong phong khach, noi Muriel
dang nam trén di vang, hit thudc, deo kinh ram, xem MTV. Tat ca nhitng gi
chuing t0i c6 thé nghe duogc la ti€éng cira s6 v& toang trén doi, tiéng cho tru,
mot qua bong bi v@, Spit danh roi mot chai champagne va la co My lo litng
nhw mot tdm rém trén 16 swdi lay dong trong lan gié néng nue, roi Kim
ding 1én, cham mét diéu can sa khac. Blair thi tham cau "Chiic mirng nam
md&i" vdi toi, sau do thao giay, tha chan xudng bé nwdc am ap va sang anh
den. Fear khong xuat hién va tiéc tan sém.

Pém hom 4y, & nha, khodng gan sang, t6i dang ngoi trong phong xem
cac chuwong trinh vé ton gido trén truyén hinh cap vi da chan xem video, thi
trén man hinh xuat hién hai 1do linh muc hay truyén giao gi do, chitng bon
muoi, c6 khi bon nham tu6i, dién com 1€ va ca vat kiéu dan kinh doanh,
deo kinh ram hong, n6i chuyén vé cac dia hat ctia Led Zeppelin, bdo rang
néu phat theo chiéu ngwoc lai, chiing sé ma 16i dwra dwong t6i cho gap ac
quy. Mot trong hai lao ding 1én, bé cai dia ra lam doi va noi, "Hay tin toi
di, 1a nhitng con chién Co doc kinh sg Chua, chiing t6i khong chidp nhan
thit nay!" Roi ldo bat dau bay té noi lo ngai la no6 sé gay hai cho gidi tré.
"Ma gidi tré lai la twong lai ctia dat nwdc nay," 1ao gao 1én, sau dé bé tiép
mot dia hat khac.

"Julian muon gdap may," Rip n6i qua dién thoai.

"Em &?"
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"N6 6 noi vi sao khong?" toi hoi.

"Khéng. N6 khong c6 s6 may, n6 can nén anh cho no."
"N6 khong c6 s6 em a?"

"N6 bao thé."

"Em khong nghi n6 da goi cho em."

"N6 bdo la n6 can n6i chuyén véi may. Nghe nay, tao khong khodi viéc
truyén tin dau, thang em, may phdi 14y lam biét on chit."

"Cam on anh."

"NO6 bdo n6 sé cé mat tai Rap Tau ba rwdi chiéu nay. Tao nghi may c6 thé
gdp no ¢ do."

"N6 lam gi ¢ d6?" t6i hoi.

"May nghi la lam gi?"

Toi quyét dinh gdp Julian. To6i 14i xe t&i Rap Tau & dai 10 Hollywood va
dan mat vao nhitng dau chan 2 trong mot thoang. Khong c6 ai quanh do, trie
mot do6i tinh nhan tré khong song ¢ L.A. dang chup hinh cac dau chan va
mot ga ngudi chau A dang vé kha nghi ditng canh budng vé. Tay huéng
dan téc vang, da rdm nang dirng bén ctra noéi vdi t6i, "Nay, toi biét cau day.
Hai nam truéc, thang Muoi hai trong bita tiec ¢ Santa Monica, ding khong
nao?"

"T6i khong nghi thé," t6i bao han.

"Cé ma. Bita tiéc cua Kicker ay. Nh¢ khong?"
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T6i bdo han t6i khong nhd, roi hoi han quay ban thitc an c6 maé khong.
Tay huwéng dan néi cé, han dwa t6i vao, toi lien mua mot lon Coca.

"Co diéu phim bat dau mat r6i," tay huwdng dan bao toi.
"Khoéng sao. Toi khong mudn xem phim do," toi trd 161 han.

Ga chau A dang vé kha nghi lién tuc nhin dong hd, roi cudi cung ciing bo
di.

T6i uéng can lon Coca r6i dgi dén khoang bon gid. Julian khong 16 mat.

Toi 14i xe dén nha Trent, nhwng Trent khong c6 nha, thanh thir t6i ngoi
trong phong no6, cho mdt cudn phim vao dau Betamax va goi dién hoi Blair
xem cO c6 mudn lam gi t6i nay khong, t6i mot cau lac bo nao d6 hoac xem
phim chang han, 0 tré 10i 1a c6, trong khi do t6i bat dau vé voi 1én mot to
gidy canh dién thoai, viét lai cac s6 dién thoai 1én trén do.

"Julian muon gdp anh," Blair bao toi.
"Ua. Anh c6 nghe. N6 c6 néi 1y do khong?"

"Em khong biét anh ta mu6n gdp anh lam gi. Anh ta chi bao can phai néi
chuyén vadi anh."

"Em c6 s0 n6 khong?" toi hoi.

"Khong. Ho doi tat tat cac s6 ¢ can nha trong Bel Air r6i. Em nghi chac
anh ta dang & can nha dang Malibu. Nhung em khéng chac tram phan
tram... C6 van dé gi khong? Chac anh ta khong thiét tha gap anh dén thé
dau."

"A," toi cat tiéng, "c6 18 anh s& tat qua cai nha & Bel Air."

"Okay."
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"Néu em muén lam gi dé tdi nay, hdy goi cho anh nhé, okay?" t6i bao c6.
"Okay."
Mot khodng lang dai troi qua, 6 ndi okay mdt lan nita ro6i gac may.

Julian khong & ng6i nha & Bel Air, nhung c6 mau gidy nhan trén ctta cho
biét n6 c6 thé dang & mot cai nha nao dé trén Kings Road. Nhung tai cai
nha trén King Road, t6i cting khong thay Julian dau, ma thay vao do6 la mot
ga toc bach kim, thap bé, mac do boi dang nang ta ngoai san sau. Ga dat
mot cai ta xuong dat, cham thudc va héi t6i c6 mudn Quaalude khong. T6i
héi ga Julian dau. Mot co 4 téc vang nam trén cai ghé dai bén bé boi, say
xin, cat giong ué oai, "Oi, Julian c6 thé & bat cit dau. Anh ta no tién anh a?"
a mang ti vi ra ngoai va dang xem mot bo phim vé ngwoi thugng co.

"Khong," ti dép.

"A, thé thi t6t. Anh ta hita s& tra tién mot gam coke t6i 14y cho anh ta." A
l4c dau. "Khong. Anh ta cha bao gio trd." A lai cham rai lic dau, giong lé
nhe, mot chai gin da voi nira ddt ben canh.

Ga nang ta deo bang dém hoi td6i c6 muon mua bang Temple of Doom
ban 1au khong. T6i dap khong, r6i bao han nhan vai Julian 1a t6i c6 tat qua.
Ga nang ta gat dau, vé nhu khong hiéu gi, dita con gai héi ga c6 vé moi hau
treong cho budi biéu dién ctia Missing Persons khong. Ga dap, "Coé day, bé
cung," va c6 4 nhdy um xudng bé boi. Mot ga ngwoi thuwgng ¢ bi day
xuong t* mot vach da, t6i ben lai di.

Trén duong quay lai xe, t6i cham mat Julian. Dwé6i 16p da rdm nang trong
né tai xanh tai xdm, khéng banh cho lam, t6i twdng nhw né sap xiu di, né
ditng d6, nom chang khac mot xac chét la bao, nhing né van mé miéng
noi, "Chao Clay."

"Hey, Julian."
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"Mu6n phé mot ti khong?"
"Bay gio thi khong."

"Tao murng vi may da ghé qua."
"Nghe bdo may muon gap tao."
HU.H

"May muon gi? Cé chuyén gi?"

Julian ngé xudng r6i nguwdc 1én phia t6i, nheo mat nhin mat trdi dang lan
va néi, "Tién."

N6 ha mat xudng dat, s¢ gay va noi, "Nay, minh dén Galleria di, okay?
Di nao."

Toi khong muon dén Galleria ma cling chang muon cho Julian vay tién,
nhung chiéu dy troi nang va t6i chang cé gi dé lam, vi thé to6i di theo Julian
vao Sherman Oaks.

Chung t6i chiém mdt ban & Galleria. Julian dang nhdm nhap hamburger
pho mat, khong han la an. N6 lay khan an lau sach ché nuwéc sét ca chua.
To6i thi uéng mot lon Coca. Julian n6i né can mét khoan tién mat.

"Dé lam gi?" t6i héi.
"May an khoai tay khong?"
"May lam on tap trung vao chuyén mon dugc khong?"

"C6 dita can pha thai." N6 can mot miéng hamburger pho mat, con to6i
lay chiéc khan an dinh day nuwéc sot bo ra cai ban dang sau.

"Pha thai a?"
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"AI?"

Mot khodng lang dai troi qua, réi Julian néi, "Mot con bé."
"Ai cha biét. Nhung ai?"

"N6 dang song véi vai dita ban @ Westwood. Nghe nay, may cé cho tao
muon tién hay khong?"

T6i nhin xuéng dam ngudi di lai quanh tang trét cia quan Galleria va ty
héi chuyén gi sé xay ra néu minh danh dé Coca xuéng. "C6," cudi cung toi
trd 10i "Chac thé."

"Wow, Tuyét qua," Julian noi, thd phao nhe nhom.

"Thé may khong co6 tién a?" toi héi.

Julian liéc nhin t6i réi n6i, "Um, bay gid thi khéng. Nhung tao sé& c6, ma
tGi lac dé thi dai khai la qua mudn ro6i, may hiéu khéng? Véi lai tao khong
muon phai ban cai Porsche. Y tao 1a thé thi d& qua." N6 ngirng lai hoi lau,

ro r0 mon hamburger pho mat. "Chi vi chuyén pha thai sao?" né rang cuoi
16m.

T6i bdo Julian rang t6i thanh thuyc nghi ngd chuyén né phai ban ca chiéc
Porsche ctia n6 dé tra tién cho m6t vu pha thai.

"Thyc ra la dé lam gi?" toi hoi no.
"Y may la gi?" n6 néi, vé phong thii cao do. "Thi dé pha thai."

"Julian, mot vu pha thai khong can nhiéu tién nhu thé."
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"C6 chtt, phi ton dat do lam," n6 n6i cham rai va vung vé. "N6 khong
muon dén phong kham thwong. Tao ciling chang biét tai sao. Chi la n6
khong mudn."

To6i thd dai ng6i lai xudng ghé.

"Tao thé c6 Chua, Clay, dé la mot vu pha thai."

"Julian, thoi di."

"Tao c6 thé tin dung vdi lai tai khoan séc, nhung tao nghi bé me tao déng
bang tai khodn r6i. Tao chi can mot khoan tién mat thoi. May c6 cho tao
mugn cho doé hay la khong?"

"C6, Julian a, tao sé cho may mwgn, nhung tao chi mudn may cho tao
biét so tién d6 dé lam gi."

"Tao bdo may roi day."
Chu thich
(1)Tiéng Phap, nghia la "TG a?".

(2)Chay doc bén 1é dai 16 Hollywood c6 mot doan dwong mang tén The
Hollywood Walk of Fame (Pai 16 Danh vong Hollywood). Noi day vinh
danh cac nhan vat noi tiéng trong lang giai tri. M6i nhan vat dugc lvu danh
& day c6 mot ngoi sao cho riéng minh, trong d6 khac tén, dau chan hoac
ddu tay cua ho.
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Chung t6i ditng 1én va bat dau di loanh quanh. Hai dita con gai di luét
qua chuing t6i va mim cudi. Julian mim cwai dap 1é. Chung t6i dirng chan &
mot hiéu quan o kiéu punk nao do, Julian nhac mot doi giay 6ng kiéu canh
sat len xem xét ky cang.

"D0i nay trong la nhi," né noéi. "Tao thich."

N6 bé doi giay xudng, bat dau can mong tay. N6 nhat mot chiéc that lung
da mau den 1én ngam nghia. Thé r6i to6i nhd dén céi thang Julian hoi 16p
nam ting choi béng da v6i toi sau gio hoc, ngay hom do, no, Trent va toi
dén Magic Mountain an sinh nhat lan th¢ mwdi mot cia no.

"May c6 nhé hoi tui minh hoc 16p nam khong?" t6i hoi né. "Trong Cau
lac bo Thé thao, sau gio hoc ay?"

"Tao khong nhd," Julian nai.

N6 nhat mot that lwng da khac 1én dat xudng, roi sau dé hai dira toi roi
khai Galleria.

Chiéu hom ay, sau khi Julian hdi muwon tién toi, bdo toi hai ngay sau hay
dwa tién tai nha nd, tdi vé dén nha thi dién thoai réo, Rip goi dén hoi t6i da
lién lac v@i Julian chwa. T6i bao chwa thi ga lai hoi t6i ¢6 can gi khong. To6i
bdo ga toi can tdim gam. Ga im lang mat lic lau, sau do6 noéi, "Sau tram." Toi
ngo sang tam ap phich Elvis Costello, sau d6 nhin ra ctta, dém dén sau
muoi. Khi toi dém xong, Rip van khong hé 1én tiéng.

"Okay?" tbi hoi.
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Rip no6i, "Okay. Mai nhé. Chac thé."

To6i nhom day, 1ai xe t6i mot tiém bang dia va rdo budc doc theo cac 16i
di, dom vao cac hoc dia nhung chang thich cai dia mdi nao. T6i nhat 1én
dam ba dia hat mdi, ddn mat vao cac bia dia, va chwa kip y thitc vé thoi
gian thi mot tiéng dong ho da troi qua, troi bén ngoai da gan t6i mit.

Spit budc vao tiém dia, toi suyt nita da di qua cho han dé chao va hoéi
tham Kim, nhwng dé y thady nhitng vét kim cham trén canh tay han, t6i lién
buwdc ra khoi tiém, ty hoi khong biét Spit c6 con nhd toi 1a ai khong. Khi vé
xe, t0i trong thay Alana, Kim va ga t6c vang choi rockabilly 1 tén
Benjamin dang tién vé phia t6i. Pa qua muon dé quay dau, thanh thi t6i
mim cwoi tién vé cho tui nd, thé 1a rét cuc ca bon mang cting dén mot quan
sushi ¢ Studio City.

Tai quan sushi ¢ Studio City, Alana kha kiem 10i. Co khong ngirng nhin
xuong lon Diet Coke ctia minh, chdm hét diéu thudc nay dén diéu thudc
khac roi lai dap di sau khi da rit dwoc vai hoi. Khi toi héi co vé Blair, co
nhin t6i néi, "Anh that sy muon biét a?" r6i mim cwdi ranh méanh, "Anh c6
vé quan tam tgn." Toi quay di, thay hoi hoang hodng, bén tan chuyén véi
cai ga c6 ten Benjamin, hoc Oakwood. C6 vé nhu con BMW cua ga da bi
chom maét, va ga tiép tuc néi vé chuyén ga thdy may man lam sao khi tim
dwgc mot con BMW 320i méi diing y mau xanh nhat ma ban dau 6ng bé
mua cho ga, roi ga bao t6i, "Y t6 13, t& khong tin ndi 1a da kiém ra né. Cau
tin n6i khong?"

"Khong, t& chiu," t6i bdo han, liéc sang Alana.

Kim dut cho Benjamin mdt miéng sushi, ga nhap mot ngum rwou sake
ma gd mua dugc nhd c6 chitng minh thw gia réi bat dau n6i vé am nhac.
"New Wave. Power Pop. Primitive Muzak. Méo mtra tat. Rockabilly mdi la
nhac thtt thiét. Ma td khong noi cai bon Stray Cats éo 1a dau nha, t¢ noi
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rockabilly dy. Thang Tw t& sé di New York dé xem biéu dién rockabililly.
T& khong chdc 1a né sé dién ra ¢ d6. N6 c6 thé dién ra ¢ Baltimore."

"Ua. Baltimore," toi noi.

"Ua, em ciing thich rockabilly.” Kim néi va lau tay. "Nhung em van mé
Psychedelic Furs va khoai bai hat méi cuia Human League."

Benjamin noi, "The Human League 10i thgi roi. Xong. Diit. Em khong
hiéu tinh hinh roi, Kim a."

Kim nhtn vai. T6i ty hoi Dimitri dau, khong biét Jeff c6 con ru ri ¢ nha
véi cai ga lwét van & Malibu khong.

"Khoéng, y t& 13, cac cau dung la khong biét that," han tiép tuc. "Té ca la
cac cau tham chi chang doc ca The Face. Cac cau phai doc di." Han cham
mot diéu thudc. "Cac cau phai doc."

"Sao td lai phai doc?" t6i hoi.

Benjamin nhin t6i, w6t ngon tay trén mai toc chdi ngugc ra sau va noi,
"Khoéng thi cau sé buon chét."

T6i no6i chac vay, quay qua hen gap Kim t6i nay & nha co cung véi Blair,
roi téi vé nha, sau dé di dn t6i cing me. An t6i xong, tdi vé nha, tim nuwéc
lanh that 1au, ngoi trén san buéng tam, dé mac lan nwéc phéng 1én khap

nguoi.

Toi 14i xe t&i nha Kim, bat gap Blair dang ngoi trong phong Kim véi mot
tii do hiéu Jurgenson chup lén dau, khi t6i vao, toan than c6 bong cang ra,
c6 quay lai giat minh, vdi tay tat dan stereo. "Ai day?"

"Anh day," t6i bao co. "Clay."
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Co0 bo cai tdi ra khéi dau, mim cwdi bao ¢o6 bi ndc. Mot con cho to dung
ding dudi chan Blair, t6i cti xudng, vuét ve dau con ché. Kim ra khéi
buong tam, rit mot hoi tir diéu thudc Blair dang hit, xong quang né xuéng
san. CO lai bat dan stereo, c6 bai hat nao dé cua Prince.

"Chua o1, Clay, trong anh c nhv bi phé axit 2 - loai ma tiy cyc manh,
gay ao giac vé hinh dang va mau sac) ay," Blair n6i, cham diéu thuéc khac.

"Anh vira an t6i véi me," toi bao co.

Con cho 14y chan dap tat diéu thudc va an né.

Kim néi gi d6 vé mot ga bo cii tirng trai qua ky nghi té hai. "Anh ta choi
axit, va khong thé ha gigi trong sudt sau tuan. B6 me anh ta phéi dwa anh ta

t6i Thuy S§." Kim quay sang Blair, co6 nang dang nhin con chd. Con cho
nuot phan con lai cia diéu thudc.

"T¢ mac thé nay du xoang chwa?" Kim hoi chiing toi.

Blair gat dau, bao c6 bo mii ra.

"Em c6 nén bo mi khong?" Kim hai toi, lwdng ly.

"Tat nhién, sao lai khong?" t6i thd dai, ngo6i xuéng giwvong Kim.

"Nghe nay, con s6m ma. Sao tui minh khong di xem phim nhi," Kim noi,
nhin vao guong, bo mi ra.

Blair nhm day néi, "Y hay day. Pang chiéu phim gi nhi?"
Con ché khuc khac roi lai tiép tuc nuot thuoc 1.

Chung to6i lai xe t6i Westwood. BO phim ma Kim va Blair mu6n xem bat
dau lic muoi gio, ké vé mat top nit sinh tré dep bi cat c6 va quang xudng
bé boi. T6i bo qua vo6 s6 doan trong phim, trit nhitng doan mau me. T6i ¢
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lién tuc roi mat khéi man hinh, nhin sang hai tdm bién L.6i ra mau xanh 1a
cdy treo trén hai canh ctra cudi rap. Bo phim két thic rat dot ngot, Kim va
Blair ngoi lai xem phan gigi thiéu é kip thuc hién va nhan ra rat nhiéu cai
tén. Trén duong ra khéi rap, Blair va Kim trong thidy Lene, Blair lién bau

vao tay tdi néi, "Oi, khong."

"Vong lai di, vong lai. Lene kia." Kim néi gap gap. "Pung bao né la tui
minh trong thay né trén MV3 hom nay nhé."

"Qua muon roi." Blair mim cwoi. "Chao Lene."

Lene trong ram nang qua mitc, chi mac doc céai quan jeans bac mau va 4o
thun Hard Rock Cafe cic ky mat mé, co di véi mot thang téc vang mat non
choet, da cling ram nang hét cd, deo kinh ram, mac quan sooc, va Lene ri
1én, "Oi, Chda oi, Blair. Kimmy."

Lene va Blair 6m nhau, roi dén Lene va Kim 6m nhau, c6 nay gia vo hon
ma co kia.

"Pay la Troy," Lene néi, gigi thiéu thang nhoc.
"Pay la Clay," Blair noi, ddt tay 1én vai toi.
"Chao Troy," toi noi.

"Chao Clay," n6 noi.

Chtng t6i bat tay nhau mot cach yéu 6t, khong chat, nhung mdy c6 nang
c6 vé bang long.

"Oi Chiia o1i, Blair, hdm nay Troy va t& 1én MV3 day! Cau c6 xem
khong?"

Lene hoi.
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"Khoéng," Blair ndi, té vé that vong, liéc nhanh sang Kim.
"Cau c6 xem khong?" Lene héi Kim. Kim lac dau.

"T& cling cha nhin thdy minh dau nita la. That ra t& nghi t& cé trong thay
t¢ mot lan, nhung té khong chac 1am. Anh c6 thady em khong, Troy?"

Troy lac dau, xem xét mong tay.

"Troy thi c6 day, nhung bon né dé lot t¢, ma té thi lai nhay vai Troy.
Pang 1€ phai quay t¢ thi bon no lai di quay con ché cai nao day & Valley
nhdy gan Troy." C6 nang lay ra mdt diéu thudc, luc tim bat Iira.

"Cé 1 né sé chiéu lai va cau cé thé nhin rd hon," Blair néi, gan nhu toe
toét.

"O phai, nhat dinh no sé chiéu lai," Kim dong tinh, cling toe toét, nhin
sang Troy.

"Vay sao?" Lene héi day hi vong. T6i cham thu6c cho c6 nang.
"Cadi gi n6 cha chiéu lai," Blair néi. "Tat tat."

Chung t6i khong dén duwgc Nowhere Club. Kim bi lac dwong va quén
mat dia chi, nén thay vao do, ching t6i dén Barney's Beanery, nin thinh
ngoi do, roi Kim ké vé bita tiéc cta co nang, toi thi danh bia, dén khi Blair
goi do uong, a phuc vu doi xem chitng minh thw, thé 1a Blair trinh Chitng
minh thw gia, 4 phuc vu lién dem mot ly cho Blair, Blair bén dwa n6 cho
Kim, Kim udng can cai ao r6i bao Blair goi ly nita. Sau dé hai c¢6 nang ban
tan trong Lene xau té thé nao trén MV3 hém nay.

T6i hom sau, Trent goi cho t6i, bao la n6 thady chan doi, khong con ti
coke nao, khong tim ra Julian, c6 van dé v4i mot con bé nao do.
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"T6i qua tui tao t6i mot bita tiéc & trén doi..." Trent mao dau, roi ngirng
noi.

"Ua?" toi hoi, ndm trén givong, dan mét vao ti vi.

"A, tao cha biét. Tao nghi né dang di lai v6i thing khac..." N6 lai ngirng.

"Chi l1a bon tao khong hoa hgp. Tao bi hang."

Lai ngirng. "Thé sao? Hang a?" t6i hoi.

"DPi xem phim di," Trent noi.

Phai mat mot Iic to6i mai 1én tiéng vi trén truyén hinh cap dang chiéu
hinh dnh quay cham céac téa nha n6 tung trén nén phim den trang.

Trén duwong dén Beverly Center, Trent hit mot diéu can sa va cho biét
con bé kia song dau do & Beverly Center va toi trong hao hao giong con bé.

"Tuyeét," toi noi.

"Gai gio that ta toi. Pac biét la con nay. No ta tgi bo me. V1 cocain. Vi
cai thit thudc gi do tén la Preludin, vi speed 3. Chtia ¢i." Trent rit mot hoi
nita, dua né cho toi, roi mé cra xe, dam dam nhin 1én troi.

Chung to6i do xe, budc tdi Beverly Center sang trung, vang ngat. Tat ca
hang hiéu da déng ctra, va khi di 1én tang trén cung, noi chiéu phim, ching
toi bi chodng tredc mau trang tinh ctia san, tran nha va twong, roi hai diva di
nhanh qua khu mua sdm vang tanh, khong c6 ldy mot béng ngwdi cho t6i
khi dén cho rap chiéu. C6 hai nguwdi quanh quan cho quay vé. Ching toi
mua vé, di qua hanh lang t6i phong chiéu thit mwai ba, Trent va t6i la hai
nguoi duy nhat & do, chung t6i hat chung diéu can sa trong can phong nhé
trong huéch hoéc.
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Khoang chin mwoi phit, c6 1€ 1a hai tiéng sau, khi ching t6i roi khéi rap
thi mot con bé téc hong, vac pa tanh trén vai tién vé phia Trent.

"Trent, 6i Chiia 0i. Chon nay quai g& qua phdi khong?" con bé ré 1én.

"Chao Ronnette, em lam gi ¢ day vay?" Trent hoan toan say thudc, n6
ngu sudt nira sau bo phim.

"La ca thoi."
"Nay, Ronnette, day la Clay. Clay, day la Ronnette."

"Chao Clay," con bé néi, giong 14 loi. "Hey, hai anh, mdy anh vira xem gi
vay?" Con bé boc mot vién keo cao su Bazooka bo vao miéng.

"Um... rap mudi ba." Trent néi, ldo ddo, mit nhdm méit mé, dé cach.
"Tén phim la gi?" Ronnette hoi.

"Anh quén r6i," Trent néi, nhin sang t6i. Toi cling quén n6t nén chi nhin
vai.

"Trenty nay, em can di nhd xe. Anh c6 14i xe t&i day khong?" con bé hoi.
"Khong, a c6. Khong, Clay no lai."

"0i, Clay, anh cho em di nh& dugc khong?"

"Han roi."

"Tuyét. D€ em di cai nay vao da r6i minh té."

Trén dwong qua khu mua sam, mot nhan vién an ninh ng6i hat thudc trén
bang ghé trang bao Ronnette khong dugc trugt pa tanh trong Beverly
Center.
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"Qua dang," Ronnette noi, truot di.
Tay nhan vién an ninh chi ngo6i do, rit thu6éc va nhin ching toi di.

Khi da chui vao xe t6i, Ronnette bao ching t6i la n6 vira mdi hat, thuc ra
la hat be, cho album nhac méi cia Bandarasta.

"Nhung em cha thich Bandarasta. Cha hiéu sao han cit toan goi em la
Halloween. Em khong khoai bi goi la Halloween. Em khong khoai ti nao."

Toi khong hoi Bandarasta la ai, thay vao do t6i hdi con bé c6 phai ca si
khong.

"0, n6i thé cling dugc. Thue ra em la thg lam téc. Anh biét d6, em mac
chitng mono, em bé trwedng dai hoc, roi thi ¢t loanh quanh luan quan. Em
con vé ntta... 6i Chada oi, nhac méi nhé. Em quén béng do6 vé bén nha Devo
mat r6i. Em nghi ngudi ta muon dung n6 trong mot doan video. Du sao
thi..." Con bé cuwoi pha 1én, nin bat, th6i bong béng va dép vao. "Anh hoi
em gi nhi, em quén mat."

Thay Trent dang ngq, t6i thiic vao bung n6.

"Tao ddy day, ban hién, day day." N6 ngo6i day, kéo cira kinh xuéng.
"Cla-ay," Ronnette néi. "Anh héi em gi nhi. Em quén r6i."

"Em lam gi?" t6i hoi, buc doc, rang tinh ngu.

"0, em ct téc cho moi ngudi & Flip. Oi, bat to bai d6 1én di. Em mé bai
dé. Ho sé xuat hién & The Palace thit Sau nay day."

"Trent, day di, thang dan," t6i n6i 16n hong at tiéng nhac.

"Tao day day, ban hién, day day. Chi tai mat tao moi qua."
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"MdJ mat ra di," t6i bao no.
N6 mé mat ra va nhin ngé quanh xe. "Téc dep day," n6 bado Ronnette.

"Em ty lam ddy. Em c6 mét gidc mo nhw nay, nghe nhé, trong d6 em thay
ca thé gidi tan chdy. Em dang ding trén La Cienega, va tir trén d6, em nhin
thay ca thé gidi, va né dang tan chdy, don gian la né qua chan dong va
giong that. Thé 1a em nghi, Cha, néu gidc mo nay thanh hién thyc, minh
phai chdm dit n6 thé nao day, anh hiéu chit?"

Toi gat.

"Lam sao em thay d6i moi thit day, anh hiéu chit? Thé 1a em nghi néu
em, dai dé nhw lam khuyén miii hay gi ddy, kiéu nhw thay doi vé ngoai,
nhudm téc, thé giGi sé khong tan chdy. Thé la em nhuém téc va mau hong
nay 1au héng. Em thich n6. N6 lau hong. Em khong nghi thé gidi sé tan
chdy nita."

Giong no6i cta con bé khong thuyét phuc dwgc toi 1a may, va toi khong
tin no6i minh lai gat dau, t6i dirng xe tredc ctta quan Danny's Okie Dog trén
dwong Santa Monica, con bé bi sy chan khi tréo ra khéi khoang ghé sau
nho hep cuia chiéc Mercedes, n6 nam xoai trén via hé, cudi pha 1én khi toi
lai xe di. T6i héi Trent gdp con bé & cho nao. Chung t6i di qua tam bién
quang cao ¢ Sunset. Bién mat noi day. Khong biét anh ta c6 dugc rao ban
khong.

"Quanh day thoi," né néi. "Thudc khong?"

HOm sau, t6i tat qua nha Julian & Bel Air, mang theo chiéc phong bi mau
xanh 14 dung tién. N6 dang nam trén giwong, mac do tam w6t rugt, xem
MTYV. Can phong t6i tam, luéng sang duy nhat phat ra tir nhitng hinh anh
den trang trén ti vi.

"Tao mang tién dén," t6i bao né.
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"Tuyét," no nai.

Toi tién dén giwvong no, dat tién xudng,.

"May khong phai dém dau. Trong do6 da ca."

"Cam on may, Clay."

"Thyc ra may can tién lam gi ha Julian?"

Julian xem doan phim cho dén hét, r6i quay di va noéi, "Sao?"
"Vi dé la mot so tién 16n."

"Thé tai sao may lai dwa tao?" n6 hoéi, xoa tay 1én khuén ngyc rdm nang,
tron bong.

"V1 may la mot ngwoi ban?" Cau nodi phat ra nghe nhw mot cau hoi. Toi
nhin xuéng.

"Phai," Julian néi, lai hwéng mat vé phia ti vi. Dén mot doan phim khac.
Julian ngu.
Toi ra ve.

Rip dién cho toi, bao chung t6i nén gap nhau ¢ La Scala Boutique, an
trira chit dinh, dung sa 1at cat chit dinh va ban cong chuyén chit dinh. T6i
lai xe t6i La Scala, tim thay mot bai dau xe & dang sau va cit thé ngoi dé
nghe hét bai hat vang trén dai. Mot doi tinh nhan trén chiéc Jaguar xanh
tham dang sau t6i cho la t6i sap roi di, nhung t6i khong vay tay ra hiéu véi
ho. T6i ngo6i dé thém mot 1at, r6i cudi cung doéi tinh nhan cling bam coi va
lai xe di. T6i ra khéi xe, budc vao nha hang, ngo6i & quay rwgu va goi rugu
dé. Khi da uong can ly, toi goi thém ly nita va lic Rip dén, t6i da ndc sach
ba ly.
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"E, cung, sao roi ha?"
T6i cam mat vao ly reegu. "Anh c6 mang theo khong?"

"Nao cung." Ga doi giong. "Anh hoi cung tinh hinh sao r6i. Cung cé tra
101 anh hay la khong, chuyén gi nao?"

"Em 6n, Rip a. On th6i ma."

"Tuyét. D6 méi la cau anh mudn nghe. Can ly di, r6i minh kiém mot
buong, OK?"

"OK."
"Chu may trong banh day."

"Cam on anh," toi n6i, udng hét rvgu réi dé lai mot to muwdi do trén quay
bar.

"Da nau trong dep day," ga bdo t6i khi ching t6i ngo6i xudng.
"Anh c6 mang theo khong?" toi hoi.

"Binh tinh nao..." Rip ndi, nhin vao thuc don. "Troi néng lén r6i day.
Noéng that. Nhuw hé nam ngoai dy."

HU.H

MGt ba gia cam 6 nga khuyu goi & bén kia duong.

"Con nhg hé nam ngoai khong?" ga hai toi.

"Khoéng r6 lam."

Dan tinh xan lai nhin ng6é ba gia, roi xe cttu thwong dén, nhung c6 vé nhw

hau hét moi ngwoi & La Scala khong dé y thay.
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"C6, may nh¢ day."

Hé nam ngodi. Nhitng chuyén t6i nhé dugc vé hé nam ngodi. Tu tap &
cac cau lac bg: The Wire, Nowhere Club, Land's End, quan Edge. Mot ga
bach tang xuét hién & Canter's vao khodng ba gid sang. Trén mét tam bién
quang cao c6 hinh dau lau xanh 14 to sy, doi mii trum dau, cam hop dung
banh thanh, gio nhitng ngén tay xwong xau, liéc mat nhin dam lai xe. Trong
thdy mot ga dan 6ng mac dam hé cd xép hang vao rap chiéu phim. He dé
trong thay vo khéi ké mic quan 4o ctia ngudi khac gidi. An t6i & Morton's
v&i Blair, c6 bao t6i dirng di New Hampshire. T6i thdy mot nguwdi lun chui
vao mot chiéc Corvette. Cting Julian xem budi biéu dién ctia Go-Go. Tiéc
tung bén nha Kim vao mot chiéu cha nhat néng nuc. Tiéng B-52 trén dan
stereo. Gazpacho, Gt cay ctia quan Chasen's, hambuger, daiquiri vi chudi,
kem Double Rainbow. Hai thang con trai nguwdi Anh tho than bén bé boi ké
véi t6i chiing khoai 1am viéc ¢ Fred Segal thé nao. Tat ca nhitng thang con
trai nguwoi Anh toi gap hé dé déu lam viéc & Fred Segal. Thang ngwoi Phap
com nhom ngu véi Blair dang hat mot diéu can sa, ngdm chan trong bé tam
hoi. Con Rotweiller 4 mau den by chang ddp nuwdc va boi vong vong. Rip
ngam mot cai nhan cau nhya trong miéng. T6i mé mai ngam nghia bau troi
qua nhitng hang co.

Tdi nay c6 ai d6 choi nhac @ The Palace, nhung Blair thi say xin va Kim
lai trong thay Lene lwon 16 tredc cita quan, thé nén hai c6 nang rén ri roi
Blair quay dau xe. L& ra mdt ¢6 nang nao dé tén Angel di chung v§i ching
t0i toi nay, nhung Iic ndy o ta bi mac ket vao céi 6ng thoat nwdc trong bon
tam mat xa & nha, sém ti nita chét dudi. Kim bdo The Garage da m& cita trd
lai & dau do trén La Brea, thé 1a Blair lai xe dén La Brea, chay xu6i xuéng
La Brea, sau dé nguoc lén, roi lai xu6i xuéng mot lan nita ma van tim
khong ra. Blair cudi 16n va néi, "Ky cuc that," r6i ddy vao may mot cai dia
Spandau Ballet, van 16n tiéng.

"Théi thi dén cai quan Edge chét tiét vay," Kim hét.
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Blair cwdi 16n roi néi, "0, dugc thoi."
"Anh nghi sao, Clay? Minh c6 nén qua Edge khong?" Kim hai.

T6i ngbi ¢ ghé sau, nga nga say, nhun vai, khi ca bon dén Edge, t6i uong
tiép hai ly nita.

Ga DJ ¢ Edge t6i nay khong mac ao, x6 khuyén & hai nim vi, doi mi
cao boi da, luon mém lam bam "Hip-Hip-Hooray" giita cac bai hat. Kim
bdo t6i la ga DJ o rang khong quyét dinh dwgc nén lam ra vé ngau hay la
kiéu New Wave. Blair giGi thiéu t6i v6i mot nguwdi trong dam ban ctia co,
Christie, em nay gép mat trong mot show truyén hinh méi caa ABC.
Christie di v6i Lindsay, mét thang cha cao rao, trong rat giong Matt Dillon.
Lindsay va t6i leo lén 1au, vao nha vé sinh, chui vao mot trong cac buong
nho hit coke. Phia trén cai bon rtra, ai dé da viét may chit "Gloom hét say"
mau den to oanh 1én madt guong.

Ra khéi nha vé sinh, Lindsay va t6i ng6i bén quay rugu trén lau, han bao
hién gi® trong thanh pho chang cé nhiéu tro vui. T6i gat dau, nhin cai dén
chép to dang nhap nhdy, chiéu sang san nhay 1én. Lindsay cham thudc cho
t0i roi bat dau noi, nhung tiéng nhac am am nén t6i chi nghe cau dugc cau
chang. Mot tay luét song nao dé va phai toi, han mim cwdi va héi mugn bat
Itra. Lindsay dwa bat ltra cho thang d6, mim cwdi lai. R6i Lindsay bat dau
néi vé chuyén suét bon thang qua né chwa hé gap bat cit ai qua muwdi chin
tudi. "Phé qu4, ha?" han hét 1én, c6 at tiéng nhac.

Lindsay nhom day, bao vira trong thidy a ban hang caa n6 va phai ra néi
chuyén véi 4. T6i ngéi mot minh bén quay rwgu, dot mot diéu thuoc khéc,
goi thém d6 uéng. Mot con bé map u ciing dang ng6i mot minh bén quay
rwogu vang gan toi, rang bat chuyén vdi tay pha ché, giong nhw ga DJ, tay
nay khong mac ao va dang nhay nh6t mot minh sau quay ruou, theo tiéng
nhac ra ra tuon ra t* dan am thanh ctia cau lac bg. Con bé map t mat bw
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phan, dang dung 6ng hit uéng maét lon Tab, dién quan jeans Calvin Klein di
kém d6i bot cao boi dong bo.

Chd thich

(1)Thé loai nhac rock chiu anh hwdng ctia nhac déng qué.

(2)Tiéng léng chi LSD (Lysergic Acid Diethylamide).

(3)Tiéng 16ng chi mot loai chat kich thich la hgp chat cia amphetamine.

(4)Mot giong cho 16n, chac khoe.
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Chuong 8

Tay pha ché bé ngoai tai 16i con bé ndi, trong dau t6i 1é6n vén hinh dnh n6
ngoi cho vo trong mot can phong ¢ dau do trong thanh pho, doi mot chiéc
dién thoai d6 chudng. Con bé map 1 goi tiép mot lon Tab. O tang dudi,
nhac da dirng va ga DJ tuyén bo sé c6 mot bita tiéc trén bai bién danh cho
cac c6 em vay ngan tai The Florence Gardens trong hai tuan nita.

"T6i nay... s6i ndi that day," con bé map noi vaGi tay pha ché.
"( dau?" tay pha ché héi.

Con bé nhin xuéng, thodng ngwong ngap, sau do tra tién nudc, kho khan
lam t6i m&i nghe ra tiéng né lam bam "Pau dé", r6i n6 nhom day, cai lai
cai khuy quan trén ctung, doan roi khoi quan rugu, t6i do, téi nhan ra minh
sé con ¢ nha hai tuan nita.

Tay bac si tam than cuda t6i bao rang ga c6 mét y twdng kich ban phim
m&i toanh. Thay vi lang nghe, tdi gac chan 1én thanh chiéc ghé da den to su
trong van phong sanh diéu, cham tiép mot diéu kretek. Thang cha ban lién
héi ky tran, ct ndi xong doi ba cau la lai dwa tay 1én vudt rdu va nhin t6i.
To6i deo kinh ram thanh thit ga khong biét chac liéu toi c6 dang nhin ga
khong. T6i c6 nhin. Tay bac s lai n6i tiép, va chang bao lau sau t6i da
khong con mang dén 10i ga ndi. Ga ngiing lai va héi toi c6 thé vui long giip
ga viét n6 khong. Toi bao ga rang téi khong hitng thi. Ga bac si lién noi gi
dé6 kiéu nhw, "Cau biét do, Clay, cau va t6i da luon ndéi vé chuyén cau nén
nang dong hon chit dirng thu déng qua, va t6i nghi sé 1a mot y hay néu cau
chiu giup t6i viét kich ban nay. Chi it cling la dé diéu trj."
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Toi lam bam cau gi dé, nha khoi kretek vé phia ga va nhin ra ngoai ctra

sO.

T6i dau xe trwdc can hdo mai cua Trent & Westwood, chi cach U.C.L.A.
vai khu nha, né & day moi khi phai Ién I6p. Rip ra md cira vi bay gio ga ban
hang cho Trent do Trent bo tay trong vu tim Julian.

"Poan xem c0 ai ¢ day?" Rip hoi toi.

"AI?"

"Poan di."

"AI?"

"Poan di."

"Nai di, Rip."

"Cau 4y tré, cau ay giau, cau ay roi khong, cau ay la ngwoi Iran," Rip day
toi vao phong khach. "Atiff day."

Atiff, cai thang t6i chwra gap ké tir sau khi tot nghiép, dang ngoi trén di
vang, dién gidy mé ca da cia Gucci va com 18 Y dét tien. N6 1a tan sinh
vién ben U.S.C. va lai SL 380 den.

"A, Clay, khoe khong ban hién?" Atiff nhdm day khoi di vang va bat tay
toi.

"Okay. Con may?"
"Oi, khée 1dm, khoe 1am. Tao vira tit Rome vé."
Rip roi khéi phong khach, vao phong ctia Trent bat MTV va van to tiéng.

"Trent dau?" t6i héi, thac mac khong biét quay rugu & dang nao.
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"Trong nha tam ay," Atiff néi. "Trong may banh gém. New Hampshire ra
sao?"

"Ciling dugc," toi néi, mim cwdi véi thang ban cung phong Trent la Chris
dang ngoi bén cai ban trong nha bép, n6i chuyén dién thoai. N6 mim cuwdi
dap lai, nhém day va bat dau bon chon di t6i di lui quanh bép. Atiff thi
huyén thuyén vé cac cau lac bo & Venice va chuyén né da lam mat m6t mén
do6 hiéu Louis Vuitton & Florence. N6 cham mot diéu thuéc mong toet ctia
Y. "Hai dém truwéc tao vé day vi tao nghe néi 1a sip vao hoc. Tao khong
chac chirng nao, nhung nghe bao ciing sap roi." N6 ngirng 10i. "T6i qua
may c6 di du tiéc ctia Sandra & Spago khong? Khong a? Cha vui lam."

To6i gat dau, ngd sang Chris, n6 gadc may va quat 1én, "Cit that."
"Sao thé?" Atiff héi.

"Tao bi mat cdi guitar, tao giau Desoxyn trong do, tao phai dwa né cho
nguwoi khac."

"May lam gi?" t6i héi Chris.
"Lacad U.C.L.A."

"Ghi tén vao cac 16p hoc a?"
"Tao nghi thé."

"N6 con viét ca nhac nita," Trent ndi, dirng & cira, mac moi quan jeans,
dau wét ruot, dang lau téc cho khé. "Choi vai bai cho tui né nghe véi."

"Puwgc thoi," Chris noéi, nhin vai.

Chris tién dén bén dan stereo va day mét cai dia vao may. T chd dang
ding, t6i co thé trong thay bon tam mat xa dang pha hoi néng, nwdc xanh
ngat, sang trung, ké d6 la mot bo dung cu ct ta va hai chiéc xe dap. T6i
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ngoi xuong di vang nhin dong tap chi rai quanh ban, hai t& GQ, vai to
Rolling Stones, mot t& Playboy, mot t& People cé hinh b6 con Blair, mot to
Stereo Review va Surfer. Gid t0 Playboy, bat dau thay chéng mat, nhin dam
dam vao tam 4p phich 16ng khung ctia album "Hotel California," vao dong
chit xanh nhuv thoi mién, vao bong nhitng cay co.

Trent ké chuyén ai d6 tén Larry khong vao dugc treong dién anh. Tiéng
nhac phat ra tir dan loa va t6i rang lang nghe, trong khi Trent van dang noéi
veé Larry, con Rip thi cudi nhw dién trong phong Trent. "Y tao 1a b6 né c6
cai loat phim ché dé nam trong cai top mwoi chét dam dé. N6 c6 han mot
mady quay steadicam 1 riéng, thé ma U.S.C. van khong thém nhan n6 sao?
Cho6 ma that."

"Ho khong thu nap thang day vi n6 nghién hang trang," Rip n6i 16n.
"Chuyén vé van," Trent noi.

"May khong biét chuyén dé ha?" Rip cuoi 16n.

"Anh dang néi chuyén r6 dai gi vay?"

"NO x0i hang song han hoi nhé," Rip ndi, van nho tiéng ti vi lai. "Truwéc
no cting binh thvong thoi."

"Oi me kiép, Rip," t6i vic lai. "V&i anh thé nao 1a binh thudng?"
"Khéng, y anh la binh thwdong thyc sy ay."

"Cho, tao déch biét la thang Larry tirng binh thuong day," Atiff néi.
"Chung may rat mot dong ctt dai ca," Trent quat v4i sang phong ngu.

"Oi, Trent, tién sw nha may," Rip hét.
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"Cam me may di," Trent gao lai, pha ra cudi, quay lai phong ngu. "E, dita
nao dat cho dang Morton's thé?"

Bong dung t6i cam thay ngd ngo, bén gid mot cuén GQ ra, nhitng khudn
mat trén twong phong may dita em lién hién vé trong dau t6i. Tiéng nhac
am 1, cac bai hat nghe nhw thé do mot con bé con hat, con tiéng trong thi
qua strc 6n ao va dai dang. Con bé con hat, "I don't know where to go. I
don't know what to do. I don't know where to go. I don't know what to do.
Tell me. Tell me..."

"May da dat cho chwa?" Trent lai ndi to.

"May co ti meth 2 nao khong?" Chris hét lai vGi Trent.
"Khong," Trent gao. "Pita nao dat cho roi?"

"Tao dat r6i," Rip gao. "Gi¢ thi cdm miéng di."

"Co6 dira nao trong tui may c6 meth khong?" Chris hai.
"Meth?" Atiff hoi.

"Nghe day, tui tao khong c6 mét miéc gi hét," tdi bao né.
Nhac dirng.

"Ching may phai nghe bai ké ti€p méi dugce," Trent ndi, mac o so mi
vao.

Chris 10 di, nhac dién thoai trong bép. N6 quay s6 va hoi ai d6 bén dau
day kia xem ho c6 meth khong.

Chris ngirng 10i va dap may, mang vé mat cua mot ké bi khudc tuw.
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"Hom nay c6 thang xin ngu véi tao," Rip noéi, budc vao phong khach.
"N6 tim dén cho tao & Flip va bao sé dwa sau tram d6 néu cudi tuan tao di
Laguna vGi no."

"Em chac anh khong phai ngwdi duy nhat no6 tiép can dau," Trent néi, di
qua phong khach va mé canh ctra dan ra bé tam mat xa. N6 cui nguoi
xuong, nhing tay vao nwdc. "Chris, may cé thuoc 1a khong?"

"C0, trong phong tao, cho ti dau giwong dy," Chris néi, quay mot s6
khac.

To6i lai dan mat vao tdm ap phich, tw héi khong biét minh nén hit cho
coke trong tui ngay bay gio, trwedc khi ca bon dén Morton's, hay dé danh tGi
lic dén dé. Trent roi khoi phong cta Chris va thac mac vé thang dang nam
ngu trén san phong Chris.

"0, Alan ddy, tao nghi thé. N6 & d6 dau nhu hai ngdy roi."

"0, tuyét qua," Trent n6i. "Tuyét that."

"Dé no yén di. N6 mac chitng mono hay sao dé."

"Thoi ta di di," Trent noi.

Rip vao nha tam tredc, Atiff va toi ditng 1én.

Chris dap may.

"May con & day cho t&i khi tao vé khong?" Trent hoi no.

"Khoéng. Phai qua Colony. Kiém it meth."

Nhitng gidc mo cua t6i bat dau that nhe nhang. T6i tré hon bay gid, cudc

bo tir tredng vé nha, troi hom dy am u, lac dac vai dam may xam, trang, vai
ba cum tim tim. R6i troi bat dau dé muwa va toi cat bwdc chay. Sau khi da
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chay trong lan mwa nhuw trit hoi 14au, t6i bat chgt bi trirgt chan xudng bun,
nga ngtra ra dat, mat dat thi wét nhep, nén toi bat dau bi Iin xuéng, bun x0c
day mom, t6i nuot vao, bun tir d6 dang 1én miii, cudi cung thi vao mat, va
chi khi da hoan toan chim nghim, t6i mdi tinh gidc.

O L.A. bit dau mua. T6i doc béo thay nha ctva bi sap, 1dn xuéng doi ltic
nita dém, va toi cit thirc suét dém, thuwong la say coke, mat m@ chong chong
dén sang dé chac chan nha minh khong hé han gi. Sau dé t6i budc ra ngoai,
trong bau khong khi am wét ctia budi s6m mai, gié bao doc muc phim anh,
c6 gang phdt 10 con mua.

Khéng c6 nhiéu chuyén xay ra trong nhitng ngay troi mwa. Mot dita em
t0i mua mot con c4, tha né vao bon tam mat xa, hoi néng va chlorine giét
chét con ca. T6i nhan dugc nhitng cu dién la lung. Ai dé goi vao s6 cua toi,
thwong la gitta dém khuya, nhwng khi t6i nghe may, nguwdi ¢ dau day bén
kia khong lén tiéng suot ba phtt lién. Lan nao toi cling dém. Thé roi toi
nghe thady mot tiéng thd dai, va ngwoi kia gac mdy. Bén duwong trén Sunset
bi dodn mach, vi thé dén vang l6e 1én & giao 10, roi dén xanh chap chon
trong dam ba pht, tiép dén lai la dén vang, roi dén do va dén xanh dong
loat 16e lén.

T6i nhan dugc tin nhan Trent da ghé qua. Hai dita em t6i ké, n6 dién mot
bo com lé cuc dat, 1ai con Mercedes cua ai d6. "Cua ban anh day," Trent
bao ching. N6 con kéu chiing ndi lai cho t6i hay chuyén Scott bi soc thudc
qua liéu. T6i cha biét Scott 1a dita nao. Troi mwa khéng dit. Toi do, sau khi
nhan dugc nhitng cu dién cam quai dan, t6i ném mot chiéc coc 1én tuwong
lam né v@& tan tanh. Khong cé ai vao dé xem tiéng dong gi. Roi sau, toi nam
trén giwong, tinh rui, ubng hai mwoi miligam Valium dé gidi con phé coke
nhung van khong sao ngt dugce. Téi tat MTV, bat dai, nhung khong bat
dwgec KNAC 3, vi thé toi tat dai, nhin chong choc ra Valley, ngam tam bat
chang den né ong va nhitng cot den sang choi dudi troi dem mau tia, toi c@
ding do, khong mac gi trén nguwdi, ngam nhitng cum may bay ngang qua,
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roi toi nam lén giwdng, c6 nhd xem minh da ¢ nha dwgc bao lau, sau do
nhom day, di tdi lui trong phong, cham thém mot diéu thudc, va réi dién
thoai sé d6 chuéng. Nhitng dém mua la thé.

Toi ngbi & Spago cung Trent va Blair, Trent ca quyét rang c6 ké hit coke
& quay ruwou, toi lién bao sao may khong nhap hoi vdi tui no, né kéu toi
cam miéng di. Vi ching t6i déu da hit ntra gam trudc khi roi khoi can hd
cta Trent nén khong ai trong bon thdy qua doi, ching t6i chi goi mon khai
vi, mot suat pizza, lién tuc uéng nwdc buwdi va vodka. Blair khong ngirng
ngtri cd tay va ngam nga giai diéu cia dia don mdi cia Human League
dang phat ra tir dan stereo. Khi tay boi ban mang dén cho ching t6i chau
greyhound 4 thi¢ tw, Blair hoi han c6 phdai han c6 mat tai quan Edge dém
hém truéc hay khong. Han mim cwdi lac dau.

"Thé anh n6i em nghe," Blair héi Trent, "c6 that Walker la mot tay
nghién regu khong?"

"Phai, phai. Walker nghién ruvgu," Trent noi.
"Em biét ma. Nhung du sao Walker van tuyét voi. Walker tir té."
Trent pha 1én cuwdi va dong y, roi nhin sang toi.

Toi giat minh danh thot mot cai, nhin sang ca hai dia va noi, "Walker
dung 1a tw té." Toi chang biét Walker la thang cha nao.

"Phai, tao thich Walker," Trent tuyén bo.
"U, Walker that t té." Blair gat dau.

"E, tao bdo may chwa nhi," Trent cét tiéng. "Mai tao di Springs ddy. Tao
phai xuéng dé giam sat mot thang cha lam vuwdon nguwdi Mexico dich hach
nao day trong xwong rong ngoai san sau. May da nghe chuyén gi kinh dién
hon chwa? Qua kinh dién dy chit. Ba ma yéu cau tao, thé la tao lién ndi,
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Khong doi nao, ban hién, thé 1a ba ay bao, Con khéng bao gio lam gi cho
me cd, va tao muon néi la, ba dy néi ding, nén tao dap, Okay, vi tao thay
t0i cho ba ay, may hiéu khong? Vi cd, tao nghe n6i Sandy cé coke ngon
lam va tay day sé cé mat & do."

Blair mim cuoi. "Anh that la ngoan."

Pa gan nira dém, ai dé thanh toan tién va téi bao Trent, khi Blair bé vao
nha vé sinh, rang to6i chang cé chit y niém nao vé cai ga Walker. Trent bén
nhin t6i n6i, "May nham lam, may biét khong?"

"Tao noi dé hiéu ma."

"Khong, ban hién a. May v& van lam."

"Sao tao lai vé van?"

"Vi may v& van, thé thoi."

"Tao cha hiéu quai gi ca."

"Co lé the."

"Chda 0i."

"May ding la thang dan, Clay a," Trent pha 1én cudi.
"Khong, tao khong dan," tdi bao no, cudi theo.

"C0, tao nghi may nhu thé day. Thuc ra la tao ddm bdo luén," n6 noi.
"Vay ha?"

Trent udng can ly cia minh, vira ngdm mot vién da vira héi, "Thé may
dang phang dita nao?"
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"Khoéng ai hét. Tao phang dita nao cling khong phai viéc cia may hay cta
Blair, okay?"

"U, dang,", no khit mii.

"Thé nay la thé nao?" t6i héi Trent.

N6 khong noi gi.

"May dang phang dita nao?" toi hoi no.

"Oi, thoi, Clay, cho tao xin."

"Khong, may dang phang dia nao ha Trent?" toi lai hoi.

"May khong hiéu, phai khéng?"

"Hiéu cai gi? C6 gi dé ma hiéu?" t6i hoi. "Néu chuyén nay dinh dang dén
Blair thi may dung la thang d& nguwai. Dang 1€ né phai rdo hon ca. N6 van
nghi n6 vai tao con di lai sao? C6 phdi n6 bao thé véi may khong? Thé thi,

bon tao khéng c6 bo bich gi hét, okay? R6 chwa?" Cocain dang mat dan tac
dung va t6i chuan bi nhom day di vao nha vé sinh nam.

"May da bao n6 chuwa?" sau cung no noi.

"Chuwra," t6i néi, van nhin n6, doan ngé ra ngoai ctra so.
"Péu. Qua déu," n6é cham rai noi.

"Cai gi ma déu co?" Blair hédi, ngo6i xudng.

"Roberto," Trent noi, roi mat khéi mat toi.

T6i khong muén bo Trent va Blair lai mot minh vGi nhau, nén cit thé
ngo6i im mot dong & dé.
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"Oi, em cha biét nita. Em thdy anh &y ciing than thién."
"Khong phai dau."
"Anh 4y chi khac biét théi," Blair ndi.

"Sao em lai thich thang d6?" Trent hoi, nu6t tron mot vién da nita, tri'ng
mat nhin to6i.

"La vi em thich thoi," Blair noi, dirng 1én.

"La vi em khong & bén canh né lau day thoi," Trent cling ditng day, Blair
bat cudi noi, "Ciing c6 thé," co6 phan chan hon han, va t6i bat dau ty hoi
liéu c6 co hit chit coke nao trong nha vé sinh khong. Chac thé roi. Réi toi
tw hoi thé thi c6 chuyén quai gi chit. Trong lic cho xe, Blair va Trent mim
cwoi v6i nhau theo cai kiéu khién t6i thue sw thdy kho chiu, r6i c6 nang
ngudc 1én nhin troi, bau troi day may, mwa, bat dau 14t phat roi. Ching t6i
chui vao xe cta Blair, c6 bo vao may mot cuon bang ma c6 thu t6i hom kia,
Bananarama cit tiéng hat, Trent hoi c6 cuén bang Beach-Mix di dau mat
r6i thi c6 dap rang da dot di vi nghe dén nat bang roi. Khong hiéu sao t6i
tin 101 ¢6 noi, r6i toi kéo ctra kinh xudng va ching t6i dén After Hours.

Dita con gai ngoi ké bén t6i & After Hours mwoi sau tudi, da rdm nang,
bdo t6i rang that bi kich khi KROQ 5 ciing c6 lich phat song. Blair ng6i doi
dién toi, ben canh Trent dang dong gia Richard Blade cho hai dira con gai
toc vang xem. Sau khi tdn chuyén véi tay ng6i sao phim khiéu dam dong
tinh dang ng6i & quay rwgu véi ban gai han, Rip lai cho bon t6i, ndi tham gi
dé vao tai Blair, roi hai nguwoi ditng day bé di. Bita con géi bén canh say
xin, dat tay 1én dui toi, hoi liéu c6 phai The Whiskey bi thiéu rui roi khong,
thé 1a t6i néi &, han roéi, sau do Blair va Rip quay lai, ng6i xuong, trong ca
hai c6 vé canh giac la ky, Blair ldc lac dau lia lia tir bén nay sang bén kia,
chdam cham nhin ddm ngwdi nhay nhot trong cau lac bd, Rip thi ddo mat t
phia, kiém con bé di cung. Blair nhdt mét cay chi mau va viét gi d6 1én ban.
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Rip trong thay con ban ga. Mot thang toc vang cao 16n qua ban ching t6i
va mot trong may con bé ngbi canh Trent lién nhdy dung 1én néi, "Teddy.
Em twdng anh dang bi hon mé!" va Teddy giai thich la khong, n6 nao cé
hén mé gi nhung né qua cé bi thu hoi gidy phép 1ai xe vi cam 1ai Itic say xin
trén dai 10 Pacific Coast, trong khi Blair cit mai miét vé 1én ban, con Teddy
ngoi xuong. Toi nghi minh da thay Julian ¢ day, né bé di, t6i roi khéi ban,
dén quay rugu, roi ra ngoai, troi dang mwa x0i x4, t6i nghe thay tiéng
Duran Duran vang ra tit bén trong, mot con bé t6i khong quen di qua, noi
"Chao", t6i gat dau, doan vao nha vé sinh, khoa trai ctra, tran tran ngé minh
trong guong. Dan tinh lién tiép go ctra, con t6i c¥ tya ngwoi 1én do, khong
hit chit coke nao, khéc 16c chirng nam phuit, roi sau ciing quay ra, trd vao
cau lac bg, bén trong t6i tam, dong nghit, chang thay mat t6i dé, mat toi
sing, toi ngbi xuong ké bén con bé téc vang say xin, né vdi Blair dang noi
chuyén vé diém S.A.T. 6. R6i Griffin buwéc vao cing mot em téc vang rat
ngon lanh, thodng mim cuwdi véi toi, roi hai dita n6 ra quay rugu tan phét
v&i ga ngoi sao phim khiéu dam déng tinh va 4 bo ga. Trong Itc tui kia néi
chuyén, Blair bé di cung Rip, hodc cé thé 1a Trent, hodc c6 thé Rip di véi
Trent, hay Rip di v&i hai con bé t6c vang ng6i canh Trent, hay Blair di v&i
hai con téc vang, con t6i rot cude lai nhdy véi con bé no, con bé nga ngén
veé phia t6i, thi tham rang c6 khi hai dita nén dén ché né. Thé la ching t6i
len qua san nhdy dong nghit, n6 di vao toilet, trong khi t6i ngéi & mot cai
ban doi n6. Ai d6 da nguéch ngoac day nhitng "Citu t6i" bang chi do lén
ban, quanh nhitng chit "6" trong ttr "t6i" la cac vong tron nho, cé ca so dién
thoai viét quanh hai muoi cau "Citu t6i", quanh chiing lai c6 vo s6 dong
chir khong sao doc noi, thanh thi hai chit mau do cang thém noi bat. Pta
con gai quay lai, chung toi roi khoi After Hours, di ngang qua con bé luc
nay nodi "Chao" vdi toi gio dang khoc 16c ¢ ctra va tay ngoi sao phim khiéu
dam doéng tinh dang hit mot 6ng can sa & 16i di, ngang qua bon ga Mexico
dang tréu choc bon nhdc ra vao cau lac bg, ngang qua tay nhan vién an ninh
va ga phuc vu bai xe ci¥ luon miéng bao 1t Mexico rang chiing nén di di.
Ro6i mot dita trong ca 1d hét vé phia toi, "Nay, thang bong x6 14," nhwng bon
toi 10 di va budc 1én xe cia con bé, 1ai vé phia do6i nui, vao phong con bé,
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t0i cdi quan do, nam lén giwvdong no, né chui vao buong tam, t6i dgi chirng
dam ba phuit thi n6 ra, quan khan tam quanh ngwoi, ngéi lén giwong, toi dat
tay 1én vai n6 va né bao thoi di, khi t6i bé tay xuéng, né kéu toi tira Ién dau
giwong, to6i lam theo, thé r6i né trat bo tdm khan, tran truong, luc ngan kéo
canh giwong 16i ra mot tuyp Bain De Soleil 7 dwa cho t6i, roi lai 16i tir ngan
kéo ra mot doi kinh ram Wayfarer, bao t6i deo 1én, t6i lam theo. Con bé lay
tuyp kem tir tay t6i, bop mot it 1én tay, xoa xoa khap ngudi, ra hiéu cho t6i
lam theo, t6i lam theo. Puwgc mot ldc, toi dirng lai, xich dén gan con bé,
nhwng né ngan toi lai, bado khong, day tay toi ra, roi lai bat dau xoa, cit thé
duwoc mot Iic thi toi noi t6i chuan bi di vao, thé 1a né kéu chg mot chut, no
gan xong roi, va bat dau xoa nhanh hon, dang chan rong ra, tira lung vao
déng goi, toi thao kinh ram, no6 lién bao t6i deo vao, thé 1a t6i deo vao, toi
thdy dau nhéi khi di vao, con con bé thi t6i doan ciling dén dinh. Tt cho dan
stereo vang sang tiéng Bowie, con bé nhom day, mat do lyng, tat stereo, bat
MTYV. T6i nam do, tran truong, van deo kinh ram, con bé dwra cho t6i mot
hop Klenex. T6i lau sach minh may, xem qua mot t& Vogue dé canh
givong. Con bé khoac ao choang vao nguwoi, cham cham nhin t6i. T6i nghe
thdy tiéng sam vang lai tir xa, trdi bat dau dé6 mwa di¥ doi hon. Con bé cham
mot diéu thudc, con toi bat dau mac quan ao vao. Sau do, toi goi taxi, rot
cudc ciling bo dwgc doi Wayfarer xuong, con bé bao tdi xuéng lau khe khé
thoi, kéo bo me no tinh day mat. Taxi dwa toi vé can ho cua Trent, ngoai
troi mwa x0i x4, téi chui vao xe minh, trén bang ghé sau c6 mét mau giay
nhan "Vui vé ch#?" ma t6i gan nhw chac chan do 1a chi cua Blair, va toi lai
xe vé nha.

Cha thich
(1)Mot loai may quay chong rung, dugc gan vao nguoi.
(2)Mot loai thudc gay phién.

(3)Mot kenh phat thanh chuyén phat nhac heavy metal.
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(4)Mot loai d6 uong cé con, dugc pha ché tir regu Vodka va nwdc budi.
(5)Mot kenh phat thanh thvong mai & Los Angeles.

(6)M0ot trong nhitng ky thi quyét dinh viéc tuyén chon sinh vién ¢ mot s6
treong dai hoc tai Hoa Ky.

(7)Mot nhan hiéu kem chéng nang.
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Hom sau, tdi ngoi trong van phong tay bac si tam than ctia minh, vira tinh
con say coke, hat hoi ra mau. Tay bac si ban mét chiéc 4o len do, co chir V,
khong c6 do 16t bén trong va quan jeans coc. T6i bat dau khéc dit doi. Ga
nhin t6i, man mé chu6i day bang vang deo trén c6. T6i nin khoc trong choc
1at, ga lai nhin t6i, viét gi d6 1én cuén sb ctia ga. Ga hoi téi diéu gi do. To6i
bao ga t6i cling khong ro cé chuyén gi khong 6n khong, rang cé thé no lién
quan dén bo me td6i nhung cling khéng han ra la thé, hodc cé thé dam ban
t0i, hodac chuyén thi thoang t6i 1ai xe va bi lac, ma cling c6 thé 1a tai thudc.

"t nhét cau ciing nhan ra nhitng chuyén ay. Nhuwng dé khong phai nhitng
gi t6i muon noéi, khong han la nhitng gi t6i héi cau, khong han thé."

Ga nhom ddy, rdo budc quanh phong, chinh lai cho ngay ngan tam bia
Rolling Stones dong khung c6 hinh Elvis Costello kem dong chit "Elvis
Costello an nan" 1 mau trang cd 16n. Toi dogi ga dat cau héi.

"Khodi tay d6 khong? Cau c6 trong thay lao d6 & Amphitheater khong?
Sao chi?? Lo dang & bén chau Au, hinh nhu thé. Chi it 1a nguoi ta bao thé
trén MTV. Khodi cai album md&i nhat khong?"

"The toi thi sao?"
"Thé€ cau thi sao?"
"The toi thi sao?"

"Cau sé on thoi."
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"T6i khong biét," t6i noi. "Toi khong nghi thé."

"Ta noi chuyén khac nhé."

"Thé t6i thi sao?" toi hét, c6 hong tac nghen lai.

"Thoi nao, Clay," tay bac si n6i. "Ping c6... nhiin ra thé chi."

Bita d6 la sinh nhat 6ng ndi t6i, ca nha da & Palm Springs ngot hai thang,
mot thoi gian qua dai. Sudt nhitng tuan 4y, troi thi nong nhu thiéu con
khong khi thi ddc quanh. Téi gio com trwa, cd nha ngoi bén ngoai, dwdi mai
che trudc bé boi ¢ can nha cii. T6i van nhé bita d6 ba mua cho t6i mot goi
keo citng va t6i ¢t thé mai miét nhai keo mot cach bon chon. Nguwdi quan
gia mang ra may miéng thit lanh ngat, bia, rgu punch Hawaii v&i khoai
tay chién va dat n6 xuéng cai ban ma 6ng ba, co, bo me to6i va toi dang
ngdi. Me va cd dn chit sandwich Thé Nhi Ky. Ong thi ban khé thé thao,
doi n6n rom va uéng bia Michelob. Co ti quat mat bang t& tap chi People.
Ba t0i dao gan day khong khée lam, ba hd hitng nham nhép cai sandwich
ctia minh va nhép tra thdo moc lanh. Me t6i chang quan tdm dén chuyén ai
ndi cai gi. Ba dang ngam hai dita em t6i va may dita ho hang choi dua trong
bé boi, mat ba khong rdi khéi lan nwéc mat lanh.

"Em nghi minh lvu lai day qua l1au," co noi.
"No6i thé 1a con nhe," b6 noi, cya ngwoi trén ghé.

"Em muon di," c6 néi bang mot giong nhw vang lai tir dau do rat xa, anh
mat v0i voi, ngén tay gitt chat to tap chi.

"Cha," 6ng ndi nhay mat vdi téi va khui chai bia thit nam.

"Em dinh hom nay sé dat vé may bay," c0 noi.
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Mot trong may dita ho hang cta toi dang nhin lwét qua mét to Los
Angels Times va nhac gi d6 dén mot vu roi may bay & San Diego. Ca nha
lai xi xao, ké hoach roi di lién bi bo x6.

"Kinh khung qua," c6 noi.

"T6i nghi minh thich chét trong mdt vu roi may bay hon bat ky kiéu chét
nao khac," mot 1at sau bo toi noi.

"Em thdy chét nhw thé that khung khiép."

"C6 lam sao dau. Minh say xin trén may bay, minh uéng Librium, may
bay cat canh r6i roi, minh chang biét cai gi dung phai minh hét," bo t6i
khoanh chan lai.

Ca ban im phang phac. Chi con tiéng bon nhé vay nuwéc trong bé boi.
"Chi nghi sao?" c6 hoi me toi.

"Chi c6 khéng nghi vé nhitng chuyén nhuw thé," me néi.

"Me thi sao hé me?" bo héi ba.

Ba t6i, von chua thot 1én tiéng nao sudt ngay hom nay, dwa khan 1én lau
miéng va ti* tén ndi, "Tao chang mudn chét theo 16i nao hét."

To6i lai xe qua nha Trent, nhung lai nhé ra né dang ¢ Palm Springs, nén
toi bén 1ai t&i cho Rip, mot thang nhoc téc vang ra mé ctra, mac doc c6 do
boi, dén cyc tim trong phong khach dang chdy. "Rip di vang r6i," thang
nhoc téc vang noi. Toi bo di, lic toi dang ngoat vao Wilshire thi Rip lai
chiéc Mercedes tién dén tredc mat toi, tho dau ra ngoai ctra xe néi, "Spin
va tao dang dén City Cafe.

Tu tap & d6 nhé." T6i gat dau, 1ai theo Rip xudng Melrose, thay tdm bién
dang ky xe anh 1én hang chit "CLIMAXX" 1ap loang.
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City Cafe dong ctra, mot 6ng lao 4o quan rach rudi bé mot con méo mun
gia ding bén ngoai, 1am bam mo{t minh, cau may nhin ching t6i khi ca dam
do lai.

Rip kéo kinh ctta xudng, t6i tdp vao bén canh.
"Anh muon di dau?" t6i héi ga.

"Spin muo6n qua Hard Rock."

"Em theo anh," toi bao ga.

Troi bat dau do mwa. Chung t6i dén Hard Rock Cafe, ca bon vira yén vi
thi Spin khoe v@i toi la chiéu nay han kiém dugc hang khiing. Mot thang
cha ngo6i ban ké bén chiing t6i nham nghién mat. Con bé ngoi cung thang
cha xem chtrng khong lay d6 lam ban tam, né dang nham nhap mot dia
salad. Khi rot cudc thang cha cling mé mat, khong hiéu sao t6i thay nhe ca
nguwoi. Spin van dang lép bép, t6i rang chuyén dé tai va hoi xem Julian c6
thé & dau thi Spin ké cho t6i nghe 1a c6 lan han da bi Julian quyt mot mé
hang tuyét hdo. Rip bdo t6i Julian c6 qua nhiéu van dé vé tam ly.

"Chang han, né lic nao cting phé thuoc."
Spin nhin t6i gat dau, "Phé thuoc."

"Y tao 1a né ban coke v&i hang trdng ngon that, nhung né khong nén ban
cho cé i nhéc trung hoc chit. Nhuw thé dé tién qua."

"Phai," t6i noi, nhap tam tw do. "be tien."
"MOt sO nguwdi n6i mot thang nhéc muwdi ba tudi bi soc thude qua liéu &
Beverly da mua hang trang tir cho Julian."

Lat sau toi quay sang Rip. "Dao nay anh lam gi?"
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"Cha c6 gi nhiéu. T6i qua uéng vai vién thudc an than cho dong vat ctuing
vOi Warren va lai di xem The Grimsoles," ga néi. "Ban do6 hay that. Quang
ca chuot vé phia khan gia. Warren 16i ca chudt vao xe." Rip nhin xudng,
cuwoi khuc khac.

"R6i giét chét luon. Con to dy chit. Phai mat hai muwoi, ba mwoi phit méi
giét duwgc cai do chét giam do."

"Tao mdi di Vegas vé," Spin noi, "Derf vdi tao 1ai xe dén. Mac quan 16t
lwgn qua lwon lai canh bé boi trong khach san ctia bo tao. Thu 1am... Tao
nghi thé."

"Dao nay may lam gi ha chi em?" Rip hoi.
"0, cfing cha c6 gi may," tdi noi.

"U, ciing dau c6 nhiéu thit dé 1am nita," ga noi.
Spin gat dau dong tinh.

Sau bita t6i, cd bon chung nhau hiat mot diéu can sa trong 6 to khi lai xe
t¢i Malibu dé mua hai gam coke tir mot ga tén la Dead. T6i ng6i trong
khoang ghé hep phia sau xe Rip va dinh ninh la Rip da néi, "Minh sap gap
mot ga tén Ed." Nhuwng khi Spin héi, "Sao may biét l1a sé gap dugc Dead?",
Rip lién noi, "Vi ltic nao ma cha gap duwgc Dead," to6i méi biét hoa ra la
Dead chir khong phai Ed.

Hinh nhw nha Dead c6 tiéc tung, mot vai dita trong cai dam hau hét la
trai to' & d6 nhin Rip, Spin va t6i véi mot vé ky la, han la vi bon t6i khong
madc d6 boi. Bon t6i dén cho Dead, mot ga ngoai tif tudn dang mac quan 16t,
nam trén mot chong go6i do so, hai thang choai choai da rdm nang ngoi bén
canh han xem HBO, Dead dwa cho Rip mét phong bi 16n. Ngoi sau Dead la
mot con bé téc vang xinh xan, mac bikini dang vuot dau thang ngoi phia
bén trai Dead.
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"Chung may phai can trong hon, cac em giai a," Dead néi.
"Sao thé, Dead?" Rip hoi.

"Ll cdm chim lang vang khap Colony."

"Oi khong. That chi??" Spin héi.

"O. Thing dé ctia tao bj mot tén cém bin vao chan day."
"Khoéng thé nao. That 4?"

HU.H

"Chuia oi."

"Thang nh6c muwdi bay tudi, vi Chtia. Ban trung vao cai chan ché dé. Co
khi may cfing quen né day."

"Ai thé?" Rip héi. "Christian a?"
"Khong. Randall. Hoc Oakwood. Sao ha?"

Spin lac dau, bai "Hungry Like the Wolf" vang 1én tir ch6 dan loa gan
vao tran nha, phia trén cai dau nhé nhai mo6 hoi va bat dau hoéi ctia Dead.

"Chiing may nén can than hon."
"Ua. Anh phéi can than hon," Spin néi, liém méi nhin con bé van dang

vu6t ve madi toc cua thang téc vang. Thang téc vang nhay mat véi toi, tré
moi.

Trong xe, Spin ném thit coke va bdo thit nay bi cho qua nhiéu novocain.
Rip néi lic nay thi ga déch ban tam va chi muodn hit thoi. Rip van dai to 1én,
khoai chi gao thét khong ngirng "What's gonna happen to all of us?" Spin
cling hét tra lai, "All of who, dude? All of who?" Bon t6i hit chuit coke, sau
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d6 dén mot dan may dién tit @ Weswood, choi dién ti gan hai tiéng dong
ho, cudi cung thi moi thang tiéu hét chirng hai muwoi d6 va ca 1d chi ngirng
choi khi da hét sach dong hai lam xu. Rip chi mang theo t& mdt tram do6
trong khi cai may dién tr thi khong d6i tién 1é. Vi vay, Rip lai dtt tién vao
tii va hét ctt me may di vdi thang cha lam viéc cho bot doi tién, roi ba diva
ching t6i quay vé xe ga, hit sach cho coke con lai.

B6 Blair mé tiéc mirng mot tay dién vién tré ngudi Uc ¢6 phim mdi sé
khéi chidu & L.A. tuan t6i. Ong dang ra siic van dong ga nay tham gia vao
bd phim md&i ma 6ng sap san xuat, mot phim phiéu lwu khoa hoc gia twéng
ngon ba muoi triéu dé nao do co tén Star Raiders. Thé nhuwng ga lai ra gia
qua cao. Toi dén du bira tiéc chi cot dé noéi chuyén vdi Blair, nhung van
chwa thdy bong dang c6 nang dau ca, chi thay vo6 so dién vién va dam ban
cua Blair ben treong dién anh U.S.C. Jared cling co mdt trong bita tiéc, tim
moi cach gdy chii y véi tay dién vién ngudi Uc. Jared héi di hoi lai xem g
da xem "The Twilight Zone" c6 Agnes Moorehead dong chua, nhung tay
dién vién ngudi Uc lac dau lia lia va néi "Chwa, anh ban a." Jared bén nhic
dén hai tap khac trong show do, tay dién vién ngudi Uc d6 mo hoi nhé nhai,
noc ly rum pha coca thit tw, khong ngirng bao Jared la ga chwa xem mot tap
"The Twilight Zone" nao ma han dang no6i dén hét. Sau rot, ga dién vién
bién khoi cho Jared, con Jared quay qua ban trai m@i ctia han, khong phai
tay boi ban bén quan Mortons ma la mot nha thiét ké trang phuc tham gia
bo phim md&i nhat cta bé Blair, tay nay c6 thé sé thiét ké trang phuc cho
Star Raiders, ma ciing c6 thé khong. Tay dién vién nguoi Uc ra chd vo,
nhung c6 vo 10 tit ga. Kim ké véi t6i 1a mdi chiéu nay hai ngudi do con cai
nhau, c6 vg tirc toi roi khéi can nha ctia ho & Beverly Hills Hotel roi dén
mot tiém lam téc dat tién trén Rodeo cao trui dau. B téc cua ¢6 4 mau do,
om sat da dau, khi ¢6 & quay di & mot goc khac t6i cé thé thdy nhitng mang
trang 14p 16 bén duwdi mé toc gia.

Ai d6 khoi chuyén vé thiét hai trong con bao & Malibu va mot ngudi cho
hay toan b6 can nha ké bén nha ho da dé sup. "Thé théi. Phut tredc né con
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day. Phut sau da - am... Thé th6i." Me Blair gat dau khi nghe tay dao dién
thuat lai chuyén d6, moi ba run run va ba khong ngirng liéc sang Jared. T6i
toan qua hoi ba xem Blair & dau thi bong vai ngudi, gom cac nam nit dién
vién, mot dao dién va may tay giam doc xudng phim budc vao, thé 1a me
Blair tién dén cho ho. Ho méi di du giai Qua Cau Vang vé. Mot nguoi
trong dam dién vién nit lwét vao phong, 6m lay tay thiét ké trang phuc va
thi tham thanh tiéng véGi ga, "Marty vira truegt gidi, mau 14y cho anh ta mot
ly whiskey nguyén chat, con em thi mdt volka Collins, tridc khi em quy
xuong, cung nhé?"

Ga thiét ké trang phuc bat ngén tay danh tach véi ngudi pha ché da den
toc bac va noi, dong nghe gi chwa 6ng nay dang ngo ngan ben dinh than
ngay tap lu, di pha d6 uéng cho ¢6 a dién vién. Dan tinh bat dau héi c6 a
xem nhitng ai dwgc Qua Cau Vang. Thé nhung a dién vién va hau hét cac
nam dién vién, r6i ca dam nha san xudt va giam déc xwdng phim déu quén
tiét ca. Riéng tay dao dién Marty lai nhé va doc vach vach tirng cai tén, gia
nhw c6 dwgce hadi vé nhitng nguwoi dwgce dé ci, thé nao tay dao dién nay ciing
sé nhin thang vé phia triuéc ma ké, theo thit ti bang chit cai.

To6i chuyén gau véi mot diva trong dam con trai theo hoc trong dién anh
& U.S.C. N6 c6 lan da rdm nang hoan hao, Itin phin rau cam, deo kinh, di
giay tennis Tretorn te tua, ludbn miéng ndi vé "sy bang quan tham my" trong
phim My. Hai dita dang ngoi 1é loi trong can phong nho thi Alana, Kim va
Blair buéc vao. Ba c6 nang cung ng6i xudng. Blair khong nhin to6i. Kim
cham vao chan thang con trai hoc treong dién anh va noéi, "T6i qua em cé
goi cho anh, anh da & dau thé?" Thang dé tra 1oi, "Jeff v&i anh 1am hai diéu
thudc roi di xem cai phim md&i Friday the 13th 2." T6i nhin sang Blair, tim
cach thu hit &nh mat cuaa c6, 16i kéo sy chti y cia c6. Nhung c6 khong thém
nhin toi.

Jared, bo Blair, dao dién phim Star Raiders va tay thiét ké trang phuc
bwéc vao, ngbi xudng, cau chuyén nhanh chéng chuyén sang tay dién vién
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ngudi Uc, bo Blair ging hoi ga dao dién, gi dién 4o ni Polo, deo kinh rAm
t0i mau, 1y do vi sao tay dién vién c6 mat trong thanh pho.

"T6i nghi cau ta dén day dé xem minh cé dugc dé ctir Oscar khong. Sap
c6 danh sach dé ct r6i ma, anh biét day."

"Cho cai cuc ctt d6 sao?" bd Blair quang quac.

Ong 14y lai binh tinh, ngé sang Blair dang mang b mit dwa dam, ngoi
bén 10 swdi, gan noi trudc day dit cdy thong Noel. Ong ra hiéu cho cd. "Lai
day, bé cung, ngoi 1én long bd nao." Blair tran tr6i nhin 6ng may gidy véi
vé do xét, sau d6 nhin xudng, mim cuwdi va ra khoi phong. Chang ai hé moi
lay mot 16i. Luc sau, tay dao dién hang giong noéi, néu ho khong mai dwoc
"thing ngudi Uc ché chét" vao Star Raiders thi 1y ai dong day? Vai cai tén
lién dwoc nhac t6i.

"Thé anh chang banh choe dong trong Beastman! thi sao nhi!? Anh biét
t0i dang no6i ai ma, Clyde." Tay thiét ké trang phuc bén nhin sang tay dao
dién, lic nay dang vuot rau, tram tw suy nghi.

Blair budc vao, mang theo dé uéng, nhin sang toi, t6i lién quay di, vo
nhw quan tdm dén cudc tro chuyén.

Tay thiét ké trang phuc bong vo dui danh dét néi, "Marco! Marco!" Han
lai nheo nhéo céi tén mot 1an nita. "Marco... it, Marco... Ferr.. Ferra... Oi
me no, t6i quén béng mat r6i."

"Marco King?"
"Khong, khong, khong."

"Marco Katz?"
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Ttrc khi, tay thiét ké trang phuc lac dau noi, "C6 ai xem Beastman!
chua?"

"Beastman! ra hoi nao vay?" bé Blair héi.

"Beastman! ra mua thu nam ngoai, t6i nh& thé."

"Vay sao? Toi nghi t6i da xem & Avco hoi he."

"Nhung toi lai xem n6 ¢ MGM."

"N6 tham chi dau c6 khai chiéu & Avco," ai dé noi.

"Em nghi anh dang n6i dén Marco Ferraro," Blair noi.

"Pung, chinh thé," tay thiét ké trang phuc néi, "Marco Ferraro."
"T6i twdng anh ta s6c thudc qua liéu," Jared noi.

"Phai, Beastman!, phim dé cling kha hay," thang sinh vién dién anh bao
toi.

"Xem chua thé?" T6i gat dau, nhin sang Blair. T6i khong khoai
Beastman! Va hoi thang sinh vién dién anh, "Cau khong thdy ghét cai 16i
ho khong ngtring x6a s6 nhan vat khéi bo phim chang vi ly do nao sao?"
Thang nay im lang mot 1at roi noi, "Cling c6, nhung chang phai chuyén do
van xay ra ngoai ddi sao..."

T6i nhin cham cham vé phia trwdc, vao Blair.
"Y 6 13, ching phai thé sao?"
"Chac vay," c6 khong thém nhin t6i.

"Marco Ferraro u?" b6 Blair n6i. "Phai ngwoi goc Latin khong?"
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"Anh ta xinh trai ton," Kim thé dai.
"Tuyét dep," Alana gat dau.

"That sao?" tay dao dién hoi, cwoi toe toét, nghiéng ngudi vé phia Kim.
"Co0 con cho ai la... xinh trai tgn ntta khong?"

"U, mdy co gai," b Blair lién néi. "C6 khi may ¢ c6 thé goi y cho
chuing t6i."

"Nhé lai xem," Jared néi. "Khong can dinh dam. Chi can may ga mat
xinh mong nay théi."

Tay thiét ké trang phuc gat dau noéi, "Han roi."

"B0, con cha bdo b6 m@i Adam Ant hodc King dong phim ro6i con gi,"
Blair noi.

"B6 nh@, b6 nhé ma cung, Clyde vGi bo da trao doi chuyén dé va néu
that sy con muon dén thé, bd nghi minh thu xép dwgc. May c6 nghi sao vé
chuyén Adam Ant hay King déng trong Star Raiders?" ong hoi Alana va
Kim.

"Chau di xem lién," Kim noi.
"Chau s€ xem hai lan," Alana noi.
"Chau sé..."

"T6i dong y v&i Blair," b6 Blair n6i. "T6i nghi minh nén dé y kj Adam
Ant hodc String."

"Sting chi bo."

"U, Sting."
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Clyde mim cudi, nhin sang Kim. "U, ta s& moi Sting. Em nghi sao, bé
cung?"

Kim do mat noi, "Tuyét voi."

"Tuan téi chiing ta sé goi dién cho cdu ay va Adam, bao ho thit vai."
"Cam on bo," Blair noi.

"Con muon sao ciing dwgc, con gai cung a."

"Anh phai kiém tra xem nguwdi ngom ga dé thé nao da, Clyde a," Jared
nai, vé lo lang.

"0, chiing t6i lam ngay, lam ngay," Clyde néi, vin mim cuoi véi Kim.
"Mu6n dén dé xem bon anh lam khong?"

Blair cudi cung ciing nhin t6i v4i anh mat dau kho, t6i bén nhin sang
Kim, thdy swgng stung, r6i chuyén sang gian di.

Kim dé mat lan nita r6i néi, "Co thé."

Tt hom t6i dua tién, Julian khong hé dién cho toi, thanh thit t6i quyét
dinh hom sau goi cho né. Tuy nhién t6i lai khong Iwu s6 no, vi thé t6i dién
cho Rip, nhung Rip vang nha, mot thang nhoc bao vay, nén t6i bén goi dén
can ho cua Trent, Chris nghe may, cho t6i biét Trent hdy con & Palm
Springs, doan héi xem t0i cé quen ai c6 meth khong. Rot cudc t6i goi cho
Blair, c6 lién cho t6i s6 Julian, nhing ding ldc t6i toan mé 16i xin 16i c6 vé
cai déem & After Hours thi c6 néi minh phai di va dap may. Toi goi s
Julian, mot dita con gai cé giong ndi rat quen nhac may.

"Anh ta khong ¢ Malibu thi cling ¢ Palm Springs."

"Dé 1am gi?"
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"Em chiu."
"Nghe nay, cho anh s6 ctia mot trong hai cho duwgc khong?"

"Em chi biét anh ta hodc tra & cai nha dang Rancho Mirage, hoac & cai
nha bén Colony." Con bé ngtrng 161, c6 vé khong chac chan. "Em chi biét
co vay."

Ro6i mot khodng ngung dai. "Ai & dau day day? Finn a?"
"Finn 4? Khong. Anh chi can s6 cau ta thoi."

Mot khodng ngung nita, r6i c6 tiéng thé dai. "Okay, nghe nay. Em khong
biét anh ta & dau. Oi, me kiép... Em khong thé néi chuyén nay vdi anh. Ai &
dau day bén kia thé?"

'lClay.|l
Im ldng 1au hon.

"Nghe nay," toi noi. "Bung bao no la anh goi nhé. Anh sé ty lién lac véi
no sau."

"Anh chac chit?"

"U." Téi toan dap may.
"Finn a?" no hoi.

Toi dap may.

T6i do, toi dén du bita tiéc bén nha Kim va r6t cuéc gap mot ga tén Evan,
gad n6i minh la ban than caa Julian. Hom sau, ching t6i dén McDonald's khi
ga da tan hoc. Bay gio la khoang ba gio chiéu, Evan ngoi doi dién toi.

"Thé Julian c6 dang & Palm Springs khong?" t6i hoi ga.
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"Palm Springs that hét say," Evan néi.
"U," t6i néi. "Cau c6 biét 1a né & d6 hay 1a khong khong?"

"T¢& thich cho d6. D6 la céi dich hach dep dé nhat qua dat. Hay hom nao
minh dén doé di," no noi.

"U, hém nao." Thé nghia la sao?

"U, tuyét 1am ay. Aspen ciing thé. Aspen that mé hoic."
"Julian c6 do khong?"

"Julian a?"

"U, t6 nghe no6i n6 cé thé & do."

"Sao Julian lai c6 thé & Aspen dugc?"

T6i bdo ga rang minh phéi vao nha vé sinh. Evan néi dugc thoi. Ky thyec,
t0i ra quay dién thoai dé goi Trent, n6 vira tir Palm Springs vé, toi bén hoi
xem né co6 gap Julian & d6 khong. N6 bao khong, néi dong coke n6 mua
cho Sandy dé té, ma no thi da trét hit qua nhiéu, nén chang ban di dau
dwgc. Toi bao Trent la toi tim khong ra Julian, rang t6i phé thuéc va mét
moi. N6 lién héi t6i dang & dau.

"MOot tiém McDonald's & Sherman Oaks," t6i bdo né.

"Hen gi," Trent phan.

T6i coc hiéu va dap may.

Cha thich

(1)Nhan dé bai bao trén to Rolling Stones sau cudc dung do giira

Costello va cac thanh vién doan di tour cua Steven Stills, trong do Costello
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da c6 nhitng 10i 1€ xtic pham cac nhac si ngudi My goc Phi.

(2)Tén tiéng Viét la "Thit Sdu ngay Muoi ba".
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NHU KHONG HE CO

Bret Easton Ellis

www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 10

Rip néi lic nao ta cling c6 thé tim ra ai d6 & quan Pages & Encino lic
mot hodc hai gio sdng. Mot toi, t6i va Rip lai xe dén dé vi Dupar's da chat
cttng mdy thang choai choai vira dén tir cac bita tiéc trang 1 va ca nhitng
mu dién vién gia di giay tri liéu, mac nhitng b canh giong nhau dinh hoa
tt dinh hwong, luon miéng kéu goi ngwoi khac trat ty. Thé nén t6i va Rip
dén Pages, thay Billy va Rod & do, roi ca Simon, Amos, LeDeu, Sophie,
Kristy va David. Sophie ng6i cung ching t6i va kéo ca LeDeu véi David
sang. Sophie ké véi chiing t6i vé budi biéu dién ctia Vice Squad bén The
Palace, bdo rang thang em c6 da tuon cho c6 mot vién thudc dém trude gio
dién, thanh thir ¢6 ngt su6t ca budi. LeDeu va David la thanh vién mét ban
nhac c6 tén Western Survival, cd hai déu cé vé binh than va can trong. Rip
héi Sophie xem mot ga tén Boris dang & dau, co lién dap rang ga dé ¢ can
nha dang Newport. Trén dau LeDeu c6 mot mang téc den to t6 chang, ciing
ngac, chia tua tda ti¥ phia, va ga bao t6i rang hé khi nao ga dén Dupar's, dan
tinh déu né tranh ga. Thanh th, ga v6i David bao gio cling t6i Pages.
Sophie thiép di trén vai t6i, chang may choc canh tay ctia t6i té cirng,
nhung t6i khong nhiic nhich vi c6 dang twa dau 1én d6. David deo kinh ram,
mac 4o thun Fear, bdo t6i rang ga c6 trong thay toi trong bita tiéc déon nam
mdi cia Kim. T6i gat dau, néi toi cé nhd, du ga khong hé dv bita tiéc do.

Chung t6i tdn chuyén vé cac bai hat mdi, tinh trang may ban nhac ¢ L.A.,
con mua, Rip pha tro v6i mot cap vg chong gia ngwoi Mexico ngoi doi dién
chuing t6i, ga lia mat nhin ho, lwét chiéc mii phét den dang doi ngang mat
va toét miéng cwoi. Toi cdo 16i vao nha vé sinh. C6 hai cau dua viét trén
bitc twong nha vé sinh ctia Pages: Lam mot mu xo énh bung nhw thé nao?
Phang mu. Su khac biét gitta mot J.A.P. va mot t6 mi spaghetti la gi?
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Spaghetti ngo nguay khi ta xoi né. Va bén dugi nhitng cau dua la: Julian
thoi kén diéu nghé. Nhung ngdm mat roi."

Tuan cubi & hoang mac, moi nguwdi da vé nha gan hét. Chi con ong ba, bo
me va t6i ¢ lai. Pam ngudi hau da di ca, ngwdi lam vudon va ngudi phuc vu
bé boi cling thé. Hai em gai t6i da di San Francisco cung c6 va may dita
con c6. Ai ndy déu da chan ngdy Palm Springs. Sudt chin tuan, ching to6i
van di di vé vé chon nay va riéng trong ba tuan vira roi, ching t6i khong di
dau khéc nita ngoai trtr Sancho Mirage. Khong c6 nhiéu sy kién xay ra
trong ca tuan lé cudi cung. M6t hom, hai ngay trudc khi tat ca roi di, ba 1én
pho cling me t6i, mua mot chiéc vi mau xanh da trgi. Dém hom dé, bé me
t0i dwa ba dén dv tiéc ¢ nha mot dao dién. T6i & lai trong can nha rong
cung 6ng nodi, ong lic dy da say mém va ngu ti hoi chiéu.

Dém 4y troi rat am, trong lic 6ng ngu, t6i an bit tét va swon duwgc van
chuyén qua duong hang khong vé hai ngay truedc dé tir mot trong cac khach
san do ong toi lam chu & Nevada. T6i xem "The Twilight Zone" chiéu r6i
lai di dao. Ngoai duong khong cé mot ai. Nhitng cdy co run ray, den duwong
sang trirng, néu phong mat vurgt qua can nha, huwéng vao hoang mac, ta sé
chi thdy mot mau den tham tham. Tuyét nhién khong c6 1dy mot bong xe
nao lwét qua, toi nghi minh da trong thdy mét con ran chudng trrdn vao ga
ra. Bong toi, gid, tiéng bo gidu lao xao, hop thudc 14 rong rudt nam trén 16i
vao, tat thady déu khién toi s hai, thé nén toi chay bo vao nha, c6 cai den
nao la bat hét, tréo 1én givong ngu thiép di, lang nghe tiéng gié hoang mac
ky qudi rén 11 ngoai ctra s6 phong minh.

Khuya thit Bay, ching t6i tu tdp ca bén nha Kim. O’ ddy cha c6 may tro
hay dé lam, ngoai trtr viéc uéng gin pha tonic va vodka pha that nhiéu nuwéc
chanh, xem nhitng bd phim cii trén Betamax. T6i khong thé r&i mat khéi
bitc chan dung me Kim treo trén quay rugu trong phong khach tran cao.
T6i nay khong c6 nhiéu sy kién, trir viéc Blair nghe néi vé quan New
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Garage mo clra cac ngay 6 va 7, hodc 7 va 8 & khu trung tam, thanh thw
Dimitri, Kim, Alana, Blair va t6i quyét dinh lai xe sang do.

New Garage thuc chat 1a mét cau lac bo nam trén mot khu dau xe bon
tang, tang mat, hai va ba déu bé trong, hay con hai chiéc xe hoi dau & do tir
hém trwée. Cau lac b nam trén tang bon. Nhac nhéo am am, ngudi ngudi
nhay nhét, ca tang néng nac mui bia, mui mo ho6i pha lan xang dau. Bia don
mai cua Icicle Works vang 1én, hai thanh vién cua The Go-Go c6 mat & do,
cung vGi mot tay & The Blasters, Kim ndi co trong thdy John Doe va Exene
diéng bén canh tay DJ. Alana bat dau tan doc vdi hai ga trai nguwoi Anh lam
viéc @ Fred Segal ma c6 quen. Kim thi n6i chuyén véi t6i. Co néi co6 khong
nghi Blair con thich t6i nhiéu lam. T6i nhin vai, dwa mat ra ngoai ctra s6 dé
ngo. Tw cho dang dirng, t6i nhin qua cira s6, vao dém toi, hwdng lén, tang
trén cung cla cac toa nha trong khu trung tam t6i tam, lac dac day do mot
can phong sang den. C6 mot nha tho 16n véi cay thanh gia phat sang dugc
déo gan nhu bang da nguyén khoi trén mai nha, chia thang 1én mat trang,
mot mat trang dwong nhu tron tria hon, mang mot mau vang ky di hon so
vOi trong tri nh@ cua toi. Trong mot thoang, toi nhin sang Kim nhung
khong hé cét tiéng. T6i trong thdy Blair trén san nhdy, bén mot ga choai
choai xinh trai nao do, ang chitng mwdi sau, muwdi bay tudi, trong hai dira
vui vé ra mdt. Kim noi that té, du tdi khong cho la c6 nang c6 y dé. Dimitri,
say khudc va 1dam nham, 16t sang cho chung t6i, t6i twdng ga chuan bi noi gi
dé véi Kim, nhung thay vao dé ga lai tho tay ra ngoai ctra so, bi kep tay
vao 16p kinh, va khi ga c6 gang rut tay vao, ban tay lién bi ctra manh va
dit, mau bat dau tda ra, ban tée 1én 16p kinh. Sau khi dwa ga t&i phong cap
cttu nao d6 ¢ mot bénh vién nao dd, chiing to6i dén mot quan ca phé trén
Wilshire, ngoi ly & d6 dén khoang bon gid, roi ca i vé nha.

Trwdc khi toi di choi v6i Blair, trén ti vi lai chiéu mot chwong trinh
truyén gido nita. Nguwoi phat biéu cé mai téc bac, dién kinh ram héng, mac

ao khoac c6 ve 4o rat rong, cam micro néi. Mot bitc twgng Chia chang déen
né 6ng dirng tro dang sau. "Nguwoi cam thdy ling ting. Ngwoi cam thay buc

https://thuviensach.vn



doc," ga néi vai toi. "Nguoi chang hiéu noi diéu gi dang xay ra. Vi 1€ ay,
nguoi cam thay tuyét vong, vé phuong ctru chudce. Vi 1€ 4y, nguwoi cam thay
hoan toan khong c6 16i thoat. Nhung Jesus sé tdi. Ngai sé t6i qua doi mat
gan trén man hinh ti vi nay. Jesus sé 1ap mot tdm rao chan trén duong doi
cta nguoi, dé nguoi cé thé quay vong, va Ngai sé lam diéu dé cho ngwoi
ngay lic nay. Thwa Cha bé trén, xin Ngai hay tha tw do cho ké bi giam cam.
Xin hay bédo ban ho, nhitng ké chiu tu day. Hay chao mirng Pitc Chia. Hay
lay dém nay lam dém Citu roi. Hay néi véi Jesus, Xin Nguoi hay thi tha
cho t6i 16i cua con, r6i ngwoi sé cam thay niém swéng vui khong thé thot
nén 10i. Chuc cho chiéc c6c ctia nguwoi luon day tran. Nhan danh Chda,
Amen... Hallelujah!"

T6i chd doi diéu gi do xdy ra. T6i ngoi thir ra dé ngot mot tieng dong ho.
Chang c6 gi xay ra. T6i nhom day, hit not ché coke con lai gidu trong ta
twong, tat qua Polo Lounge lam mot ly trwdc khi dén dén Blair, vi toi da goi
cd tir trde va néi toi c6 hai vé xem ca nhac & Amphitheater, va c6 chang
noi gi ngoai cau "Em sé di", doan toi néi sé don co luc bay gio, va co gac
may. Toi tw nhd, trong Iic ng6i mot minh bén quay rwgu, rang minh sé goi
cho mot trong nhitng s6 dién thoai 16e 1én phia dwdi ciing trén man hinh.
Nhwng t6i nhan ra minh chang biét phdi n6i gi. Va to6i nhd dén tam tir nguoi
dan 6ng kia da néi. Hay ldy dém nay lam dém Citu roi.

Khong hiéu sao t6i lai nhé dén nhitng tir 4y khi cung Blair ngoi & Spago,
lic xem xong budi biéu dién, bay gid da mudn, va chi c6 hai diva t6i ngoi
ngoai hang hién, Blair thé dai, xin mot diéu thuéc. Chung t6i uéng
Champagne Kirs, nhung Blair udng qua nhiéu nén khi c6 goi dén ly thit
sau, toi bén bao c6 1é ¢6 udng thé la dua réi, va co nhin t6i néi, "Con nay
dang nong va khat, con nay sé goi bat cit thit khon nan nao con nay muén."

T6i dang ngdi v6i Blair trong mot tiém kem Y & Westwood. Blair va toi
dn mot loai kem Y gi ddy va néi chuyén. Blair néi truyén hinh cap tuan nay
c6 chiéu Invasion of the Body Snatchers.
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"Bén goc a?" t6i hoi, thac mac vi sao c6 nang lai n6i vé bo phim dé. Toi
bat dau c6 nhitng lién twédng hoang duong.

"Khong."

"Ban lam lai," toi than trong hoi.

ey

"Phdi." T6i nhin vé ly kem ctia minh, t6i chwa an nhiéu lam.
"Anh c6 cam thay dong dat khong?" co hoi.
"Gl co?"

"Sang nay anh c6 cam thdy dong dat khong?"
"Pong dat?"

ey

"Sang nay?"

ey

"Khéng. Anh khong thay."

Im 1ang. "Em c& nghi c6 thé anh cdm thdy."

Trong bai dau xe, t6i quay sang c6 noi, "Nghe nay. Anh xin 16i, thuc sy
day," du t6i khong chac 1am la minh c6 that sy hoi 16i hay khong.

"Pung," c6 ndi. "Khong sao dau."

Tai chot dén dé trén Sunset, t6i nghiéng ngudi hon c6, roi co sang so hai,
tang toc. Trén dai vang 1én mot bai hat tdi da nghe t6i nam lan trong ngay
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hom nay nhwng van am tr hat theo. Blair cham thudc hit. Ching t6i di
ngang qua mot nguoi dan ba ngheéo c6 mai toc ban thiu, bu xu, xach mét tii
Bullock day nhéc bao da 6 vang dat bén canh. Ba ng6i chom hom trén vé
dwong xa 10, mat ngtra 1én trdi, mat nham ho vi bi chéi nang. Blair chét ctra
xe lai, roi chiing t6i 1ai xe men theo mot con pho nho 1én doi. Khong c6
chiéc xe nao chay qua. Blair bat dai. C6 da khong nhin thiy con s6i ay. N6
to xac, mau nau xam, chiéc xe chet manh phai con soéi diing lic né chay ra
gitta dwong, Blair lién thét 1én, ra strc 1ai xe di tiép, lam roi ca mau thudc 1a
trén moi. Nhwng con s6i bi mac ket dwdi banh xe ri 1én, thanh thiv chiéc xe
phai kh6 nhoc lam méi nhich thém dwoc. Blair dirng xe, lui lai, tat dong co.
T6i khong muon ra ngoai, nhung Blair et khéc nhw dién dai, guc dau
xuong vat vay, nén toi danh phdi ra khéi xe, cham rai tién vé phia con s6i.
N6 dang nam bén canh chiéc xe, c6 gang dap dap cai dubi. Mat né mé to,
day vé khiép sg, toi nhin né chét dan dwdi anh mat trdi, miéng tia mau.
Cang chan cta n6 bi dé nat, ngwdi noé co giat, va toi dé y dén viing mau
dang chay ra trén dau né. Blair goi toi, nhung toi 16 di va nhin con s6i. To6i
ding dé muoi phuat. Khong co6 xe cd chay ngang qua. Con séi rung minh,
odn nguoi ba, bon lan, réi mat n6é chuyén sang mau trang da. Ru6i nhang
bat dau bau lai, bay la la trén dong mau va mang mat dang kho. T6i quay
vé xe, Blair lién phéng di, vé tGi nha, o bat ti vi 1én, td6i nghi c6 da uéng
mot vien Valium hay Thorazine gi do, va hai ching t6i 1én giwvong khi bai
"Another World" bat dau vang 1én.

Tai bita tiéc cia Kim t6i dd, khi moi nguwdi cung choi Quarters va uéng
dén say thi thoi, Blair ngo6i bén toi trén di vang trong phong khach, nghe
mot album XTC cii, Blair bao t6i rang c6 khi hai dita nén dén nha nghi, thé
la chuing t6i ditng day, ra khoi phong, di qua bé boi sang den, vao dén nha
nghi, hai dia lién hn nhau mot cach hoang dai, chwra bao gio t6i khao khat
co dén thé, c6 bau vao lwng toi, kéo t6i vé phia c6 manh t&i mitc khién t6i
mat thang bang, r6i hai dita cing cham rai quy xudng, tay c6 lan mo du6i
4o toi, va toi cam thay ban tay c6, mém mai, mat lanh trén ngywc minh, thé
la t6i hon, liém cb co, r6i dén téc cod, mai toéc thoang hwong nhai, réi toi ap
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nguoi lén c6, ngwdi nay kéo quan ngudi kia, 1an s& nhau, téi xoa tay duwdi
quan 16t ctia co, roi khi toéi nhanh chong vao trong co, c6 hit vao that sau,
t0i rang gitr minh bat dong.

Tbi dang ngdi & Trumps vdi b. Ong dd mua mot chiéc Ferrari mdi va
bat dau xi tai doi mii cao boi. T6i nhe ngwdi vi bo khéng doi chiéc mii cao
boi vao Trumps. Ong mudn tdi gip ngwdi xem i vi ctia dng va khuyén toi
nén mua bo Tt vi cho Cung Su tr cho nam tdi.

"Con sé mua."

"Nhitng dao dong ctia vii tru tac dong dén co thé minh mot cach ky la 2,"
ong noi.

"Con biét."

Chung t6i ngoi bén ctra s6 dé md, toi nang ly champagne 1én miéng, mat
nham nghién, mdc cho nhitng lan gié néng thoi téc bay loa xoa, r6i quay
dau nhin ra phia d6i nti. Mot doanh nhan tat qua. To6i da bao me t6i dén,
nhuwng ba cdo ban. Khi t6i néi chuyén vdi ba, ba dang nam ngoai bé boi doc
tap chi Glamour.

"Chi uéng nwdc thoi ma," toi noi.

"Me khong muon dén Trumps dé chi uong nuwée."
Toi thé dai, khong noi gi.

"Me khong muon di dau hét."

Mot trong hai dita em t6i dang nam bén canh me nhtin vai, deo kinh ram
1én mat.

"Thém nita me dinh xem truyén hinh cap r6i," me noi, t6 ra cang thang
khi t6i di khoi bé boi.
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Ga doanh nhan bé di. B6 t6i khong noéi gi nhiéu. T6i c6 khoi chuyén. T6i
ké cho 6ng nghe vé con s6i ma Blair chet phai. 6ng bao that té qua. Ong
lién tuc nhin ra ngoai ctta s6, ngam chiéc Ferrari do c6 voi nwdc chita chay.
B6 toi hoi t6i c6 hdo hitc mudn quay lai New Hampshire khong, t6i nhin
ong va noi co.

T6i tinh gidc vi co tiéng ri ram bén ngoai. Tay dao dién t6 chitc bita tiéc
ma bo me t6i dwa ba t6i dv to6i hom tredc dang ngoi bén cai ban & phia
ngoai, dudi tan 6, dung bita phu. Vg 6ng ta ngoi ké bén. Trong ba khée
manh duwdi bong ram cua tan 6. Tay dao dién bat dau noi vé cai chét cta
mot ngudi dong thé cho mot trong cac bo phim ctia 6ng. Ong ta néi vé
chuyén anh ta da bij trgt mot budc ra lam sao. Anh ta da nga dap dau
xuong via hé bén dwdi.

"Cau dy la mot chang trai tuyét voi. Ma héi dé cau ay chi md&i mudi tam
tuoi."

B6 toi khui thém bia.

Ong ndi t6i nhin xudng, vé budn ba. "Tén cau 4y la gi?" 6ng héi.
"Gi co?" Tay dao dién dwa mat nhin lén.

"Tén cau 4y la gi? Tén cda cau bé do la gi?"

Mot khodng lang that dai troi qua, t6i c6 thé cdm nhan dwgc nhitng con
gi6 hoang mac, nghe thay tiéng nuwdéc dong trong bon tam mat xa, tiéng bé
boi rit nwéc va tiéng Frank Sinatra hat "Summer Wind," tdi cau mong tay
dao dién nhd ra cai tén dy. Khong hiéu sao diéu d6 dwong nhw vo cung hé
trong va&i toi. Toi tha thiét muon nghe tay dao dién ndi ra cai tén ay. Tay
dao dién m@ miéng noéi, "To6i quén mat roi."

Sau bi¥a triva cting bé, t6i 1i xe t&i nha Daniel. A hdu mé& cta dan toi ra
san sau, noi me Daniel - toi da gap ba ¢ Parents Day tai Camden, New
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Hampshire - dang méc bikini choi tennis, minh boi day dau lam sam da. Ba
ngirng choi véi may ban bong, tién dén cho toi, ké vé Nhat Ban vGi Aspen,
vé ca gidc mo la lung trong d6 Daniel bi bat c6c. Ba ng6i 1én chiéc ghé dai
canh bé boi, & hau dua tra da cho ba, me Daniel v6t chanh 1én ngam, ngo
tran tran mot thang bé téc vang dang nhat 14 ra khoi bé boi, réi ba bao toi la
ba mac chitng dau ntra dau, va ba khong gap Daniel da may ngay roi. Toi
bwdc vao trong nha, 1én cau thang, di qua tdm ap phich quang cao bo phim
mdi cia bé Daniel, r6i vao phong Daniel dé doi n6. Khi da biét chac la
Daniel sé khong vé, t6i 1én xe 1ai t¢i nha Kim dé 1ay lai cai do khoac ctia
minh.

Thit dau tién tdi nghe thdy khi buc vao cin nha 1a tiéng hét. A hau xem
chtrng khong ban tam va trd vao bép sau khi mé ctra cho t6i. Bén trong van
chwa c6 do dac, toi nhin thay nhitng chiéc binh Pitc quéc xa lic ra ngoai bé
boi. Nguwoi la hét 1a Muriel. Toi tién dén cho ¢6 dang nam cung véi Kim va
Dimitri bén bé boi, va c6 théi hét. Dimitri dién Speedos den, d6i mii rong
vanh, 0m guitar dién va ra sttc choi "L.A. Woman," nhung n6 choi khong
nhuyén lam vi gig tay no lai phai bang bé tiép do da lam bang toac ra &
New Garage, va ct moi lan cham tay vao dan, mat né lai nhan nhé. Muriel
lai hét. Kim dang hit mot diéu can sa, sau rét cling thay t6i, nhom day bao
t0i rang c6 ¢ twdng me minh dang & Anh, nhung c6 méi doc Variety va
dwgc biét héa ra ba dang & Hawaii dé tim chd quay phim v&i dao dién phim
ké tiép cua ba.

"Anh nén goi truedc khi dén méi phai,” Kim bao t6i dwa diéu can sa cho
Dimitri.

"Anh c6 goi, nhung cha ai nhac may ca," t6i n6i doi, thira biét ké ca toi
goi that thi cling khong ai nhac may.

Muriel thét lén, Kim nhin sang c6 nang, lo dang noi, "A, co6 khi anh goi
mdy cai s6 em da ngat mat roi."
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"Co6 thé," toi bao c6. "Anh xin 16i. Anh chi dén 1ay cai 4o khoac ctia anh."

"A, em chi... 1an nay thi duwgc, nhung em khong thich dan tinh cit tat qua
day. Ai d6 ctt néi cho thién ha biét noi em ¢. Em khong wng nhw vay."

"Bao gio em di hoc lai?" tdi hoi khi chiing toi di vé phong co.

"Em khong biét," ¢6 trd nén phong thia. "Ma ndam hoc da bat dau chwa
nhi?"

Chung t6i buéc vao phong co. Trén san chi c6 doc mot cai ném 16n, mot
dan stereo khong 10, dat tién choan hét mot bo twong, mét tam ap phich
Peter Gabriel va mot dong quan do chat & géc phong. Trén ném con c6
nhitng bic hinh chup trong budi tiéc déon ndm mdi ctia 6. Toi thdy mot tam
trong d6 Muriel dang tiém thu6c, mac do khoac cua toi, con t6i dang nhin
sang. Trong mot tam khac, toi ditng trong phong khach, mac doc ao thun
v&i quan jeans, rang khui mot chai champagne, trong hoan toan lac 16ng.
Mot tdm khac, Blair dang cham thudc 1a. R6i mot tam chup Spit dang say
xin ditng dwdi 1a co. Ngoai kia, Muriel van gao thét con Dimitri van c6
choi guitar.

"Dao nay em lam gi?" toi hoi.

"Dao nay anh lam gi?" c0 van lai.

Toi khong noi.

CoO nhin Ién, boi r6i. "Nao Clay, cho em biét di."
CO nhin dong quan do. "Anh phai lam gi dé chi."
"0i, anh khong biét."

"Anh lam gi nao?" co hai.
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"Viéc no viéc kia, chac thé," t6i ngoi 1én tdm ném.
"Vidu viéec gi?"

"Anh khong biét. Loanh quanh." Giong t6i v0 ra, trong phtt chdc toi
nghi vé con séi, twdng nhu sap oa khoc dén noi, nhung khoanh khac ay lai
tréi qua, t6i chi mudn lay do va roi khoi day.

"Vidu?"
"Me em dang lam gi?"

"DPoc 10i cho mot phim tai liéu néi vé chitng liét co citng & thiéu nién.
Anh lam gi ha Clay?"

Ai dé da viét bang chir cai 1én twong, co 1€ 1a Spit, hoac Jeff, hodc
Dimitri. T6i rang don hét tam tri vao d6, nhung t6i nhan ra hau hét chit cai
khong dwgc viét dung trat tw, thé l1a téi hoi, "Me em con lam gi nita
khong?"

"Me sap quay mdt bd phim & Hawaii. Thé anh lam gi?"

"Em da n6i chuyén vé&i me chuwa?"

"Ptrng héi em vé me em."

"Sao lai khong?"

"DPlng noi the."

"Sao lai khong?" toi lai hoi.

Co tim ra cai 4o khoac. "DPay roi."

"Sao lai khong?"
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"Anh lam gi?" co hoi, dwa cho t6i cai ao.
"Em lam gi?"

"Anh lam gi?" c6 hdi, giong run 1én. "Bung héi em, lam on day. Buoc
chtr, Clay?"

"Sao lai khong?"

CO ngoi lén tam ném khi t6i ditng day. Muriel gao thét.
"Béi vi... em khong biét," c6 thé dai.

Toi nhin c6 vo cam, mang ao khoac budc ra ngoai.

Rip va t6i dang ng6i trong I.R.S. Records trén La Brea. Mot tay giam doc
quang cao dang mua coke tir Rip. Tay nay hai mwoi hai tu6i, téc bach kim,
dién d6 trang tir dau dén chan. Rip hoi ga c6 thé ban gi cho han.

"Can it coke," tay giam d6c ndi.

"Tuyét," gd n6i, mo mam trong tdi 40 khoac hiéu Parachute.
"Troi bén ngoai dep that," tay do noi.

"U, tuyét that," Rip néi.

"Tuyeét," toi noi.

Rip héi tay d6 xem han c6 thé thu xép cho ga xem bu6i hoa nhac
Freshtones ti* hqu truong khong. "Tét nhién roi,"” han dwa Rip hai phong bi
nho.

Rip bdo ga sé noi chuyén v4i han sau, som sém thoi, roi dwa han mot
chiéc phong bi.
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"Tuyét," ga noi.
Cha thich

(1)Nguyén van: Toga parties. Toga la m6t loai 40 quan quanh nguwdi mau
trang, trang phuc ctia ngwoi La Ma c6.

(2)B6 cua Clay dang néi dén thuat chiém tinh - t& vi phé bién & cac nuwdc
Au M¥ (Astrology). Theo d6, ngudi ta tin ring nhitng vi tri nhat dinh cta
cac thién thé vii tru c6 thé chi ra tinh cach, s6 phan con nguoi.
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Chuong 11

Rip va t6i nhom day, r6i Rip hoi han, "Dao nay 6ng c6 gap Julian
khong?"

Tay d6 dang ngoi sau mot chiéc ban 16n, nhac dién thoai 1én va bao Rip
doi mot phat. Han khéng noi gi vao dién thoai. Rip ti 1én ban va cam 1én
dia demo cua mot ban nhac Anh m6i nao do, dwa cho toi. T6i sam soi n6
roi dat lai trén ban. Tay gidm doc lién toét miéng cuwoi, bao Rip rang hai
dia bon han phai di an trua.

"Thé con Julian?" Rip héi.
"T6i chiu," tay gidam déc quang céo noi.
"Cam on nhiéu nhé," Rip nhay mat.

"Tuyét lam, bé cung," tay do noi, lai twa nguwdi vao ghé, cham rai nhuwén
mat 1én.

Trent goi khi Blair va Daniel dang & nha toi va maoi chung toi t6i dw mot
bita tiéc & Malibu, né néi gi dé vé chuyén X sé tat qua. Blair va Daniel bao
y kién nghe hay ddy, va du t6i khong that mudn di dv tiéc va cling chang
thiét tha gap Trent cho lam nhuwng bau trdi bita nay trong xanh qud, va mot
chuyén di t&di Malibu nghe chitng 1a mdt y hay. Hon nita Daniel cling mudn
di dé xem mua bao da pha huy nhitng can nha nao. Khi lai xe doc duwong
cao toc Pacific Coast, tdi hét strc can trong dé khong tang toc, Blair va
Daniel dang ban vé album md&i cta U2, va khi bai hat méi cia The Go-Go
noi 1én, ho bao toi bat to dai roi hat theo diéu nhac, nira bon cot, nita
nghiém chinh. Trdi moi lic mot lanh khi ching t6i tién dén gan bién, bau

https://thuviensach.vn



troi nga sang mau dé tia, xam xit, chiing t6i di ngang qua mot xe cap citu
cung hai xe canh sat dang tap & lé duwong, lao vao béng t6i bao trum
Malibu, r6i Daniel nghén c6 1én nhin, con t6i thi gidm t6c xuéng mot chuit.
Blair néi c6 ngo rang ho dang truy tim mot cai xac 6 t0, mot vu tai nan, va
ba dira ching t6i nin thinh trong choc lat.

X khéng xuat hién trong bita tiéc @ Malibu. Ngudi dv tiéc cling thua
thét. Trent ra m@ cra, mac quan bo sat, bao chiing toi la né va mot dira ban
dang & nho cho ga nay vi ga dang & Aspen. RO rang, Trent rat nang tGi day,
nhiéu dita ban ctia né, hau hét la cac ngwdi mau xinh trai téc vang nhw
Trent ciling vay, n6 bao ching t6i ¢t tw nhién an uéng, roi quay lai bé tam
mat xa, nam xoai ra d6 dudi bau troi dang t6i dan. Hau hét tui & trong nha
déu la giai tré, c6 vé nhu chiing cé6 mat & khap cac phong, nom giong hét
nhau: gay go, toan than ram nang, t6c vang ngan ngun, mat xanh véi cai
nhin tréng rong, giong ndi cling vé cam, thiéu ban sac, thé la t6i bat dau tu
héi khong biét trong minh c6 gidng hét ching né khong. T6i cd gat chuyén
do ra khoi dau di 1ay do uong, ngé nghiéng khap phong khach. Hai thang
con trai dang choi Ms. Pac Man. Mot thang khac nam trén di vang nhoi
nhét vo s6 bong vai, hit mot diéu can sa, xem MTV. Mot trong hai thang
choi Ms. Pac Man rén ri, dap manh vao cai may.

Hai con ché chay réng doc bo bién vang tanh. Mot thang trong dam con
trai téc vang goi chiing lai. "Hanoi, Saigon, lai day," va hai con ché giong
Doberman bén duyén dang nhdy lén hién nha. Thang con trai vudt ve may
con ch6, Trent mim cwdi va méd man than van vé dich vu & Spago. Thang
dap may Ms. Pac Man lic ndy tién dén, nhin sang Trent.

"Tao can chia khéa con Ferrari. Tao phai di mua it regu. Biét dam thé tin
dung & dau khong?"

"Ct quet di," Trent mét moéi ndi."Ma mua tonic nhiéu vao, okay, Chuck?"

"Chia khoa?"
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"Xe?"
"Han roi."

Anh mit troi bat dau roi xuyén qua nhitng ddm may, thang vust ché ngdi
ké bén Trent, quay ra tan chuyén vé&i ching t6i. Xem chirng thang nay ciing
la ngwdi mau va dang rang chen chan vao dién anh nhu Trent. C6 diéu dai
dién cta thang nay chi lo dugc cho né mot mau quang cao Carl's Jr.

"Nay Trent, bat roi day, ban hién," mot thang con trai goi véi ra tir trong
nha. Trent vo vai t6i, nhdy mat, bao t6i phai xem thit nay méi dugc, né ra
hiéu cho Blair va Daniel cung t6i. Chung t0i vao nha, di doc hanh lang, vao
noi t6i doan la phong ngu cta cha nha, c6 khodng mwoi thang con trai
trong phong, cong thém bdn dita chiing t6i va hai con ché theo sau. Ca 1
trong phong cung doi mat nhin 1én mot man hinh ti vi 1é6n. T6i nhin 1én man
hinh.

Mot con bé mat non choet, tran truéng, chirng mwdi lam tudi, nam trén
giwong, tay bi tréi véi nhau trén dinh dau, chan dang ra, hai chan bi tréi vao
hai cot givong. N6 dang nam trén thit gi d6 trong gidong nhu to bao. Pay la
phim den trang, lao xao, nén ciing kho6 xac dinh con bé dang nam trén thi
gi, nhung trong cé vé nhu la bdo. Camera nhanh chéng chuyén sang mot
thang con trai, gay go, tran truong, vé mat sg sét, dau chirng mudi sau,
muoi bdy tudi, bi diy vao phong béi mot ga da den béo map, cling tran
truéng not, "cda quy" to vat va. Thang con trai trdn tran ngdé may quay mét
lic 1au dén kho chiu, vé mat hodng sg. Ga da den tréi thang con trai nam
ngtra trén san, va toi tu hoi vi sao trong goc phong lai co cwa xich, ga da
den lam tinh v§i thang kia, sau d6 lam tinh tiép v&i con bé, r6i bién khoi
man hinh. Khi quay lai, ga mang theo mot cai hop. Co6 vé nhu do 1a mot
hop dung cy, t6i thay boi réi trong phit chdc, con Blair roi khoi phong.
Poan ga ldy ra mot cai chay dap da cung vdi mot thit trong tira twa gia treo
sat, mot hop moéng tay, mot con dao to, méng, sau do ga tién dén cho dira
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con gai, roi Daniel mim cwdi, thic vao mang swon t6i. Toi voi va roi khéi
phong khi ga da den toan di mot cai mong tay vao co dira con gai.

T6i ngbi duwdi nang, cham thudc hit, rang binh tam tré lai. Ai d6é van
tiéng ti vi cho to 1én, con t6i ngoi ngoai hién, nghe tiéng séng bién, tiéng
hai au riu rit, tiéng ro ro ctia duwong day dién thoai, cdAm thay anh mat troi
chiéu xudng ngwoi toi, roi con nghe tiéng cay coi lao xao trong lan gié am
hoa cung tiéng thét ctia dira con gai vang ra tit cdi ti vi trong can phong ctia
chu nha. Trent lai tré ra, chirng hai, ba mwoi pht sau, sau khi nhitng tiéng
gao thét cua dira con gai va thang con trai chdm ditt, t6i nhan thdy "thang
nho" cta né cling dyng ding 1én. N6 tw chinh don lai r6i ngoi xudng bén
canh toi.

"Guy trd muoi lam ngan do cho cudn phim doé day."

Hai thang con trai choi Ms. Pac Man buéc ra ngoai hién, tay cam doé
uong, mot thang bao Trent 1a n6 khong nghi cai phim do 1a that, mac du
canh cwa xich qua la cang.

"Tao c4 la do that," Trent n6i, cé phan phong thu.
Toi lai ng6i xudng ghé va doi theo Blair tan bd doc bo bién.

"U, tao cling cho la that," thang kia noéi, thd ngwdi xudng bé tam hoi.
"Phai that chit."

"Thé sao?" Trent héi, giong nhen nhém hy vong.

"Y tao 13, dai dé nhw, may lam gia cai doan thién d6 nhw ndo? Tui né cit
cai thit d6 cham vai. May gid cai d6 lam sao dugc," thang con trai noi.

Trent gat dau, ngdm nggi chuyén d6 mot lic, roi Daniel ra ngoai, mim
cuoi, mat do lyng, con t6i lai ngdi xudng dwdi nang.
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Chiéu hom ay, West, mot trong nhitng thw ky riéng ctia 6ng t6i, dén nha
chung toi. Ong deo ca vat that ng va do khoac c6 phu hiéu cia mot trong
nhitng khach san cua ong t6i ¢ sau luwng, cdi gap nguoi ma phan phat keo
cao su cam thdo Beechnut. Ong néi chuyén vé cai néng, vé chuyén bay trén
chiéc Lear. Ong t6i cting Wilson, mot phu ta khac ctia 6ng t6i, g nay doi
mi lwGi trai danh bong chay mau do, mang theo nhitng mau bao mo ta thoi
tiét hai tuan qua & Nevada. Canh dan 6ng ngoi qudy lai, n6i chuyén vé béng
chay va udng bia, con ba toi ngbi do, do choang khoac hitng ho trén co thé
gdy go, mot manh khan mau vang va xanh quan chéat quanh c6.

Trent va t6i dang ditng quanh quan & Westwood, n6 ké cho t6i nghe
chuyén ga kia da trd vé tir Aspen va da dit tat cd moi ngwdi ra khéi can nha
& Malibu, vi thé Trent sé dén ¢ v6i mot nguwoi & Valley trong hai ngay, ké
dé6 1én New York quay phim. T6i hoi n6 1a quay phim kiéu gi thi né chi
nhtn vai néi: "Quay phim, ban hién a, quay phim." N6 néi that sy mudn
quay lai Malibu va nh@ bd bién noi dy. Ké dén né héi khong biét t6i co
muon hit chiat coke khong. T6i bao no6 la c6, nhung khong phai ngay bay
gio. Trent tho bao tam lay tay toi noéi, "Sao khéng?"

"Thoi ma, Trent," toi bdo né. "Tao bi dau miii."

"Khong sao dau. Cai nay sé gitip giam dau. Minh c6 thé 1én tang trén,
cho

Hamburger Hamlet."
To6i nhin Trent.
Trent nhin toi.

Chi mat c6 nam phit, va khi ching t6i quay vé con pho, toi chang thay
kha hon la bao. Trent néi n6 thi c6 va muoén ra ché dan may dién ti bén kia
dwong. N6 con cho t6i biét chuyén Sylvan, tir Phap dén, da bi séc thudc qua
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liéu hom thit Sau. T6i bdo no 1a t6i cha biét Sylvan nao sat. N6 nhin vai.
"Chich tinh mach chua bao gio chwa?" no hoi.

"Tao chich tinh mach chu bao gio chwa a?"

iy

"Chua."

"Oi trdi," né néi giong lo ngai.

Khi chiing toi 1én xe, chiéc Ferrari n6 mwon cuda ai d, miii toi chdy mau.

"Tao phdi kiém cho may Decadron hay Celestone gi day thoi. Ching
gitup thong mii," no noi.

"May kiém dau ra thi d6?" t6i hoi, nwéc miii va mau dinh day cac ngén
tay t6i va mau Kleenex. "May kiém dau ra th cit dai d6?"

Mot khoang ldang dai tr6i qua, né khdi dong xe roi noi, "May nghiém tic
day a?"

Chiéu hom ay, ba t6i tré bénh nang. Ba bat dau ho ra mau. Ba da rung t6c
tlr tridc, van lién tiép sut can vi bénh ung thw tuyén tuy. Téi mudn, ba nam
trén girong minh trong khi nhitng ngwoi khac tiép tuc chuyén tro vé
Mexico, cac tran dau bo va nhitng bd phim dé té. Ong toi bi dut tay lic mao
mot chai bia. Ho goi do dn tir mot nha hang Y trén phd, mot thing bé mic
quan jeans c6 manh va in dong chit Aerosmith Live mang do6 an t6i. Ba toi
thay kha hon dé6i chat. Tuy vay ba khong an gi ca. T6i ngoi bén ba, ong bén
dién tro do thuat bang hai dong do la bang bac.

"Ba thdy khong ba?" tdi héi. Rut re t&i mirc khong dam nhin vao doi mat
kem nhem cua ba.

"C6. Ba thay," ba néi, guong cuoi.
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Toi da sap thiép di nhung Alana lai tat qua khong bao tride, & phuc vu
md& ctita cho c0 vao, thé 1a c6 go ctra phong toi, t6i dgi mot Iic 1au mdi ra
mé. Co khéc 16c, budc vao phong, ngoi 1én giwong t6i, noi gi d6 dén mot
ca nao thai va bat dau cwoi to. Toi chang biét phai n6i nang x tri lam sao,
nén téi bao cb 1a toi rat tiéc. Co dirng day, budc téi cira so.

"Ti€c a?" ¢6 héi. "Dé lam gi?" C6 cham mat diéu thudc, nhung khong
hut ma lai dap no di.

"Anh khong biét."

"A, Clay nay..." C6 cudi thanh tiéng, nhin ra ngoai ctra s6, t6i thoang
nghi co sap oa lén khéc. Toi ditng bén cira, nhin sang tdm ap phich Elvis
Costello, nhin vao doi mat dang quan sat c6, quan sat hai dita, va t6i rang
lam c6 quén di chuyén d6, nén t6i bao c6 qua day, ngo6i xudng, co thi nghi
t6i mudn 6m c6 hay gi do, thé la co6 ra cho toi, quang tay qua lung toi roi
néi gi dé dai dé nhw "Em nghi tui minh déu danh mat thi cam xtc gi do."

"C6 phdi cua Julian khéng?" t6i hoi, cang thang.
"Cua Julian a? Khong, khong dau," co noi. "Anh khong quen cau ta."

Co thiép di, toi buwdc xudng lau, ra ngoai, ngoi bén bé tam mat xa, nhin
vao lan nwdc sang anh dén, hoi nuwdc toa lén tir do, swdi am toi.

Toi roi khoi bé boi ngay tredc khi trdi sang va quay vé phong minh.
Alana dang ditng bén ctra s6 hut thuoc va nhin ra Valley. C6 béo t6i rang t6i
qua cd bi chdy mau rat nhiéu va cam thdy yéu. Ching t6i ra ngoai an sang &
Encino, c¢6 van deo kinh ram va udng rat nhiéu nwdc cam. Khi hai dita quay
veé nha toi, c6 ra khéi xe va noi, "Cam on anh."

"V1 céi gi?" t6i hoi.

"Em khong biét," 1at sau ¢6 noi.
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Co0 chui vao xe phéng di.

Khi t6i xa nwdc bon cau trong phong tam, no ket citng vi Kleenex, do
lom madu, thé 1a t6i day nap lai vi chang thé lam khac dugc.

Sau do, t6i tat qua nha Daniel. N6 dang ngoi trong phong, choi Atari trén
ti vi. Trong n6 khong khée 1am, da sdm dén d6 nhin nhw chay nang, tré hon
la t6i nhé Iic con & New Hampshire, va khi t6i noi gi dé véi no, né nhac lai
mot phan cau néi, réi gat dau. T6i héi né da nhan dugc thw tir Camden héi
ky t&i chon nhitng 16p nao chua, thé 1a né 16i cai dai Pitfall ra, nhét vao mot
cai dia tén la Megamania. N6 khong ngirng dwa tay chui miéng, khi hiéu ra
la n6 sé khong tra 101, toi hoi dao nay no lam gi.

"Lam gi?"

A

"Loanh quanh."

"Loanh quanh cho nao?"

"Cho nao 4? Cho nay choé no. Pwa tao diéu can sa trén cai ban dau
givong kia véi."

T6i dwa né 6ng can sa va mot hop diém cua tiém The Ginger Man. N6
cham Itra, roi lai tiép tuc choi Megamania. N6 dwa cho t6i diéu thudc va toi
cham lai lan nita. Nhitng tia mau vang roi xuéng quan cta Daniel. Daniel
bat dau n6i vé mot con bé n6é quen. N6 khéng noi tén con bé.

"N6 xinh, mwoi sau tudi, song gan day, thinh thoang né dén cho
Westhand Ho trén dai 16 Westwood, gap thang ban hang cho né & do.
Thang nay hoc dai hoc, mwdi by tudi. N6 cit téi ngay chich hang vao
nguoi con bé, chich di chich lai..." Daniel khong né dugc mot trong cac tia
mau vang roi trung quan cua no, khién thang nay bién mat khéi man hinh.
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N6 thé dai, néi tiép. "Thé roi thang dé cho né it axit, dwa né tGi mot bira
tiéc trén doi hodc la & Colony, roi thé la... thé 1a..." Daniel ngitng lai.

"The 1a sao?" toi hoi, dwa lai n6 diéu thuoc.

"Thé la ca 1i hiép con bé."

H(\j.ll
"May nghi sao?"
"That... té qua."

"Y twdng kich ban hay chii?"
Ngtng. "Kich ban."

"Ua. Kich ban."

"Tao khong chac lam."

N6 bo choi Megamania, nhét cai bang mai co tén "Donkey Kong" vao.
"Tao khong nghi tao sé quay lai trudng," n6 noéi. "Vé New Hampshire ay."

Mot lic sau, to6i hoi no vi sao.

"Tao cha biét," n6 ngirng noi, lai dot thudce. "Cé vé nhu tao chwa bao gio
hién dién ¢ dé hét." N6 nhin vai, ngdm diéu thudc. "Co vé nhu tao toan &
day."

N6 dua diéu thudc cho toi. Toi lac dau tw choi.
"Thé 1a may sé khong vé?"

"Tao sé viét kich ban do, hiéu chwa?"
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"Nhuwng bd me may nghi sao?"

"B& me tao? Ho cha quan tdm. Ong ba gia nha may c6 quan tdm khong
nao?"

"Chac chan ho c6 nghi gi do6 chit."

"Ho t&i Barbados thang nay, ké d6 dén... ché that... tao cha biét...
Versailles a? Tao déch biét. Ho cha quan tam," né lai néi.

Toi bdo nod, "Tao nghi may nén quay lai."

"That tao cha tim ra ly do," Daniel néi, khong roi mat khoi man hinh, toi
bat dau thac mac ly do la gi, néu ching t6i c6 biét. Cudi cung Daniel cling
ding day, tat ti vi, nhin ra ngoai ctta s6. "Hom nay c6 gi6 la. Manh phét
day."

"Thé con Vanden?" t6i hoi.

"A?"

"Vanden. Théi nao Daniel. Vanden ay."

"Cé 1é con bé khong quay lai dau," né ndi, lai ngéi xudng.

"Nhung cling c6 thé."

"Vanden la ai?"

Toi tién dén cho ctra s6, bdo né la nam ngay nita toi sé di. Bén ngoai,
nhitng to tap chi nam phoi ra canh bé boi, gié lat tung cac trang bao, x6
ching bay qua khoi bé tong canh bé boi. Mot to roi xuéng bé. Daniel

khong noi gi. Trudce khi di, toi nhin n6 chdm mot diéu can sa nita, ngé may
Vét seo trén cac ngon tay no, khong hiéu sao bong cam thay kha hon.
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T6i dang ditng trong mot bot dién thoai & Beverly Hills.

"A 16?" tay bac si tdm than cta toi tra 10i.
"Chao. Clay day."

"Vang, 6 chao cau, Clay. Cau dang & dau vay?"
"MOot bot dién thoai & Beverly Hills."

"Hom nay cau sé dén chi?"

"Khong."

Im.

"Hiéu roi. Um, tai sao lai khong?"

"T6i khong nghi anh gitip dugc téi nhiéu lam."
Lai im. "D6 la 1y do thyc sy a?"

"Céi gi?"

"Nghe nay, sao cau khong..."

"Quen chuyeén do di."

"Cau dang & cho nao ¢ Beverly Hills?"

"Toi sé khong gdp anh nita, toi nghi vay."

"T6i nghi toi sé goi cho me cau."”

"Ctr viéc. That toi cha quan tam. Nhung toi khong quay lai dau, OK?"
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"A, Clay nay. Téi khong biét néi sao, va toi biét thoi gian qua that kho
khan. C4u em a, ching ta ai ma chang..."

"Me may.n

Bub6i sang hom cubi cling, West day sém. Ong ta van dién cai 4o khoéc
va ca vat that no cii, con Wilson van doi cai mii béng chay mau doé. West lai
moi toi mot thanh keo cao su Bazooka nita va bao t6i la mot thanh keo cao
su s& khién ta yéu doi, thé 1a toi 14y hai thanh. Ong ta héi t6i liéu moi ngudi
da san sang chua, t6i bao khong biét. Vo tay dao dién tat qua cho hay rang
cudi tudn nay ho sé bay dén Las Vegas. Ba t6i uéng Percodan 1. Chung toi
di Cadillac dén san bay. Bén xé chiéu, may bay rét cudc cling cit canh, roi
khoi hoang mac. Trong phong dgi san bay vang vé, tat ca nin thinh cho t6i
khi Oong t0i quay sang nhin ba toi va noi, "Okay, ba oi, chung ta di thoi
nao." Hai thang sau d6, ba mat trén mét chiéc giwdng cao rong trong mot
phong bénh vién trong vang & ngoai vi hoang mac.

K@ tir mua he ay, tdi nhé vé ba theo nhiéu cach khac nhau. T6i nhé minh
tirng choi bai véi ba va ngoi trong 1ong ba trén may bay, nhé cach ba cham
cham ngoanh madt tranh ong tai mot trong nhitng bita ti€éc ctia ong khi ong
toan hon ba. Roi toi nhé ba da lwu lai khach san Bel Air, cho t6i nhitng vién
keo bac ha hong hong xanh xanh, va & La Scala t6i khuya hom ay, ba uéng
rrgu do, ngam nga "On the Sunny Side of the Street" mot minh.

T6i thdy minh dang ditng tridc cong treong tiéu hoc cii. Toi khong nhd
héi t6i hoc & day da c6 dam co va hoa, hinh nhu hoa gidy, d6 chwa, khoi bé
tong ké bén toa hanh chinh dwgc thay bang cay coi, nhitng cay héo kho
tredc day tirng yéu 6t bam vao hang rao gan tram an ninh gio lai tran day
sttc song, ca bai dau xe da dugc lat lai gach that phang phiu, 16p nhua
dwong den mdi nguyén. Toi cling khong nhd 1a c6 tdm bién 16n mau vang
ghi: "Khuyén cdo. Khong vao. Ché canh dang lam nhiém vu" treo dang
cong ra vao, trong thay ro tir vi tri xe t6i dang do, trén con pho ngoai khuon
vién truong. Vi da tan hoc nén téi quyét dinh tan bé quanh truong.
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Toi budce tdi cong, dirng lai mot thoang trudc khi buwde vao, suyt niva da
quay nguoi lai. Nhung to6i khong lam thé. Toi budc qua cong, nghi bung
day la budi chiéu dau tién ké ti rat 1au roi minh mdi tré vé va tha bo quanh
treong. T6i doi mat nhin theo ba dita nhdc tréo qua mot cai xa dat ké bén
cong ra vao, va toi nhan ra hai gido vién tirng day t6i hoi 16p mot hoac hai
gi d6, nhung t6i khong néi gi vdi ho. Thay vao dé, tdi ng6 qua ctra s6 mot
16p hoc, noi mot c6 bé dang vé quang canh thanh phd. Tt cho dang ding,
toi nghe thay Cau lac bd Hat be dang luyén giong trong can phong ké bén
cho c6 bé dang ngoi vé, ching dang hat nhitng bai ma t6i quén béng, nhw
"Itsy Bitsy Spider" va "Little White Duck."

Hoi trwdc t6i thwong di ngang qua treong. Heé khi nao 1ai xe chd hai em
di hoc, t0i lai 1ai xe ngang qua do, va t6i sé trong thay dam tré con bwéc 1én
nhitng chiéc xe buyt mau vang c6 dwong trang tri den, roi cac thay c6 gido
cuwdi ndi vai nhau trong bai do xe trudce gio hoc. Toi khong nghi c6 bat ky
ai khac ting theo hoc treong nay lai xe qua do, hay ra khoi xe va ngo
nghiéng, vi t6i chang nhan ra ai trong s6 nhitng nguw’di minh gap. Mot hom,
toi trong thdy mot thang ma t6i tirng di hoc cung, ¢6 1€ 1a 16p mot, ding
bén hang rao, mot minh, tay nam chat hang day thép, mat doi ra xa, va t6i
tw nhu tén nay han phai séng gan day hay gi do, thé nén han mégi ditng mot
minh, nhu toi.

T6i cham thudc va ngbi xuéng maot bang ghé, nhin thay hai cai bot dién
thoai, nhé ra rang treéc day khong hé cé bot dién thoai. Vai ba me don con
tlr trrong vé, may ditra nhéc trong thdy me ching lién chay bo qua san, ta
vao long me, canh twgng ching chay qua khoanh san bé tong khién t6i cam
thdy that yén binh, chang muon rdi khoi bang ghé. Thé ma t6i lai thay minh
dang budc vao mot can nha mot tang cii ky, va toi doan chac ché nay chinh
la phong hoc ctia minh héi 16p ba. Can nha dang bi pha bo. Ké bén can bo
di la mot quan ca phé cii, vang tanh, cting dang bi dap di. L&p son trén ca
hai can nha da phai mo hét ca, nhitng mang son 16n mau xanh nhat bi tréc
ra.
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Chu thich

(1)Mot loai thudc giam dau.
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To6i tién dén mot can nha mot tang khac, ctra dé ngo, va t6i budc vao.
Trén tdm bang den c6 ghi bai tdp vé nha cia ngay hom dé, t6i doc ky, roi
bwéc téi cho ta dé do, song khong tim thay ngan ctia minh. T6i khong nhé
noi d6 la ngan nao. Toi budc vao trong khu vé sinh nam va bop hop dung
xa phong. T6i nhat mot tap chi mau vang trong gidng duong va go may
phim dwong cam. Toi titng choi dwong cam, chinh céi dan nay, trong mot
buoi dién doc tdu mirng Giang sinh hoi 16p hai, vi thé t6i danh 1én vai thanh
am cua bai hat minh titng choi, va ching vang vong khap giang dwong
trong trai, doi lai. Khong hiéu sao t6i bong thdy hoang hot, ben rai khoi can
phong. Bén ngoai, cé hai thang bé dang choi bong ném. T6i da quén mat la
c6 tro nay. Toi roi khéi ngoi truong ma khong hé ngoai lai, chui vao xe 1ai
di.

To6i gdp Julian ciing ngay hom d6 cho mét dan may choi dién ti toi tan
cii ky trén dai 10 Westwood. N6 dang choi Space Invaders, va t6i tién dén
ding bén no. Julian trong bo pho, ndi nang cham chap, toi hoi n6 da ¢ dau,
thé 1a n6 noi loanh quanh, t6i lién doi no tién, bao rang t6i sap di. Julian no6i
c6 mot vai van dé, nhung néu t6i di cing né tGi cho mot thang cha nay, né
6 thé dua toi tién.

"Thang cha nao vay?" toi héi né.

"Tay nay..." Julian doi, ban chét cA mot hang Space Invaders. "Tay nay la
mot ldo tao quen. Lao sé dwa may tién." Julian bi chét mot quan, lam nham
gi do.

"Sao may khong ldy tién cho ga? Sau dé6 mang cho tao?" t6i bao né.
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Julian r&i mat khéi tro choi, ngang Ién nhin t6i tran tran.

"Dgi chit nhé," né noi, roi khoi chdo may choi dién ti. Khi quay vé, nd
bdo t6i rang néu mudn so tién do, toi phai di véi no, ngay bay gio.

"Tao that sy khéng muén di."

"Gdp sau nhé, Clay," Julian noi.

"Doi da..."

"Sao? May c6 mudn di hay khong? May c6 muon lay tién hay khong?"
"Sao minh phdi lam thé nay?"

"Bé&i vi minh phai lam thé," Julian chi néi c6 thé.
"Khong c6 cach nao khac dé xtr Iy vu nay sao?"
Ngung.

"Julian?"

"May c6 muon tién cia may hay la khong?"
"Julian."

"May c6 muon tién ciia may hay la khong, ha Clay?"
"Co."

"The thi di thoi, di nao."

Chung toi roi khoi day may choi dien tw.

https://thuviensach.vn



Can ho caa Finn nam trén dai 10 Wilshire, khong xa can ho thong tang
cua Rip la bao. Julian bao n6 quen Finn dugc sau, bay thang, nhung nhin vé
mat Julian, t6i c6 cAm gidc né da t6i can ho cia Finn tir 1au, rat 1au. Ga
phuc vu bai xe biét xe no, cho né dau lai trong khu virc boc d& hang. Julian
gio tay vay nguoi gac ctra ngoi trén mot chiéc di vang. Dé dén cho Finn,
ching t6i di thang may, Julian an nit T, viét tat cia Thong tang. Thang may
trong tron, Julian bong hat mot bai cti ctia Beach Boys, gao that to, con t6i
dwa nguoi vao twong thang may, hit mot hoi that sau khi thang dung lai.
T6i nhin thady béng minh, véi mai téc vang ngan nguan, lan da sdm mau,
kinh ram che mat.

Chung t6i di xuyén qua hanh lang t6i om dé€ t6i ctra nha Finn, r6i Julian
bam chudng. Mét thang nhéc trac mudi lam, toc vang nhat, da rdm nang,
trong dit dan nhw hau hét cac tay lwét song & Venice hay Malibu ra mé cira.
Thang nhéc chi médc déc quan sodc xam, toi nhan ra chinh la thang roi khéi
can ho cua Rip hom Rip 1é ra phdi gap t6i ¢ Cafe Casino, cit cham cham
nhin ching t6i vé hiém &c khi ching t6i buwdc vao. Toi tw hoi phai chang
day la Finn, hay Finn c6 ngt véi thang lwét séng nay khong, y nghi ay lam
t0i cang thang va thay nén nao déi chit trong da day. Julian biét "van
phong" Finn & dau, cho Finn lam an. T6i bat dau thay nghi ngo thé nao do
va cang thang. Julian tién dén mdt canh cita mau trang, mé cta ra, va hai
dita brdc vao mot can phong cuc ky don gian, trang toat, cd nhiéu ctra s6
cao tir san tdi tran, trén tran nha gan nhitng tdim guwong, thé la cam giac
choang vang lién bta vay t0i, va toi gan nhu phdi c6 gitt thang bang. T6i
nhan ra minh c6 thé nhin thay can ho théng tang cia b6 & Century City tw
can phong nay, va t6i thdy hoang hét, bat dau tw hoi khong biét bé co thay
minh khong.

"E, &, 8. Chd em xin nhat ctia anh diy ma." Finn ngdi sau mot ban viét
dai, ga trac hai nham, ba muai tudi, téc vang, da rdm nang, ngoai hinh
khong c6 gi ddc sac. Ban trong tron, chi c6 mét dién thoai, mot phong bi dé
tén Finn trén dé cung hai 1o bac nho. Thit duy nhat con lai trén ban 1a mot
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cuc chan giay, trong c6 mdt con ca nho bi nhot, mat tran tran ngd ra bén
ngoai vé bat luc, gidng nhw dang nai xin ngwoi ta tha tw do, va toi bat dau
tw hoi, Néu con ca da chét roi thi cé quan trong gi?

"Ai day?" Finn hoi, mim cuoi vdi toi.

"No6 la mdt thang ban ctia em. Tén Clay. Clay, day la Finn." Julian nhtn
vai, lo dang.

Finn nhin t6i do xét, lai cwoi, doan quay sang Julian.
"Pém qua thé nao?" Finn héi, van cuwoi.
Julian im lang r6i noi, "OK, 6n," r6i nhin xuong.

"On? Thé thoi ha? Hom nay Jason dién cho anh, kéu chii may hét say.
Nhat day."

"Vay sao?"

"U. That day. Thing cha 1am may that roi."

T6i bat dau thay dudi, di quanh phong, suc tdi tim thudc 1a.
Mot khodng lang nita, r6i Julian ho hang.

"A nhéc, néu hom nay khong ban qua thi may c6 mot cudc hen lic bén
gio @ Saint Marquis v6i mot tay budn ban & ngoai 6. Vay toi nay & bita tiéc
cua Eddie nhé, OK?"

Finn nhin cham cham vao Julian, r6i nhin sang t6i.

"Biét gi khong bay?" Ga bat dau go cac ngén tay 1én ban. "May dwa ban
may tGi day co6 khi hay day. Tay & Saint Marquis muon hai ngudi. Mot chi
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xem thoi, di nhién, nhwng Jan né lai & dang Colony r6i va c6 1é khong vé
duoc..."

T6i nhin Finn, r6i nhin sang Julian.

"Khong, Finn. N6 la ban em," Julian néi. "Em ng no tién. Vi thé em dwa
no qua day."

"Nghe nay, tao dgi duogc," toi ndi, khong rd vi sao téi nhan ra la da qua
muon va adrenalin bat dau dang lén trong ngudi toi.

"Sao hai dwa khong di cung nhau nhi?" Finn noi, nhin sang t6i. "Julian,
dwa ban di cung nhé."

"Khoéng, Finn. Burng 16i thém bat ky ai vao chuyén nay."

"Nghe day, Julian," Finn noi, thoi cwoi, phat am ro ting tr mot. "Tao da
bdo, tao nghi may va ban may nén dén Saint Marquis ltic bén gig, dugc
khong nao?"

Finn quay sang t6i. "Cau muon lay tién, ding khong?"

Toi lac dau, khong.

"Cau khéng muon 4?" ga ndi, day vé hoai nghi.

"C6, y em la, c6, em... em muon," t6i néi. "Nhat dinh r6i."
Finn quay sang Julian, r6i lai quay vé t6i. "Cau thay 6n chit?"
"Vang," toi bao ga. "Chi bi run chut thoi."

"Can thudc an than khong?"

"Khéng, cdm on." T6i nhin vé phia con ca.
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Finn quay sang Julian. "Thé b6 me may sao roi, Julian?"
"Em khong biét." Julian van dang nhin xudng.

"U, OK... hitm," Finn mao d4au. "OK, sao hai dita khong tGi khach san,
r6i gap anh ¢ The Lands End, sau d6 minh t6i bita tiéc ctia Eddie, r6i dwa
may tién ctia may, dwa ban may tién cta n6. OK chi, cac bé giai? Thé dugc
khong? Nghe thé nao?"

"Bon em gap anh & dau?" Julian hoi.

"O The Lands End. Tang trén," Finn néi, "Thé nay 1a sao? C6 chuyén
gi?"

"Khong," Julian noi, "Bao gio?"
"Chin rugi?"
"Bll’dc."

T6i nhin Julian, nhitng hinh dnh cia Cau lac bo Thé thao sau gio tan hoc
hoi 16p nam bong ua vé trong toi.

"May 6n day ch, Julian?" Finn lai nhin Julian.

"Vang, em chi cang thang th6i." Giong Julian kéo dai. N6 toan néi gi do,
miéng hoi m& ra. T6i cé thé nghe thay tiéng mdy bay liéng trén dau. Ro6i
tiéng xe cap cuu.

"Cé chuyén gi ha cung? May ci¥ viéc n6i v6i anh." Finn ra vé thau hiéu,
lai gan Julian, quang tay qua ngudi no.

Toi nght Julian dang khoc.

"Xin phép nhé, lam on?" Finn lich sy hoi toi.
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To6i bude ra khéi phong, déng ctra lai dang sau, nhung van nghe thay
tiéng nai.

"Em ngh t6i nay sé la dém cudi... dém cudi cung ctia em. OK chi, Finn?
Em khong nghi em con lam chuyén nay dugc nita. Chi la em phat bénh vi
lic nao cling cdm thay... buén quéa va em khong thé... Em khong thé lam gi
khac cho anh dugc sao? Cho dén khi em tra hét ng anh?" Giong Julian run

ray, r6i v@ oa.
"E, €, &, bé cung," Finn ngdm nga. "Cung oi, 6n théi ma."

Toi c6 thé roi khoi can hd nay ngay bay gio. Du Julian 1ai xe, nhuwng t6i
van co thé roi khai day. T6i c6 thé goi ai do t6i don.

"Khéng, Finn, khong, khong 6n dau."
"Nao..."

"Khoéng, Finn. Khong dau. Em khéng muon vay. Em chan ngdy chuyén
dé r6i."

"Di nhién r6i, phai r6i."

Mot khoadng lang dai tr6i qua, va t6i c thé nghe thay tiéng hai que diém
quet vao bao, tiéng v0, va mét lic sau, Finn rot cudc ciing 1én tiéng. "Nao,
may biét may la thang em xin nhat ctia anh, may biét anh quan tam dén

may ma. Nhw may la con anh ay. Nhu con trai anh vay..." Nguwng mét chuit,
roi Finn noi, "Trong may gay qua."

Thang lwét song swot qua tdi, bwdc vao phong, bao Finn la ai dé tén
Manuel goi dién dén. Thang lw6t song bo di. Julian nhom day tir ban Finn,
cai cuc tay ao, chao tam biét Finn.

"Nay, ct gitt lay bo Nautilus. Giit dang nhé." Finn nhay mat.
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"Han roi."
"Gap lai t6i nay, Clay nhi?"

T6i mudn noéi khong, nhung thé nao dé toi c6 cam gidc minh sé gap lai
ga toi nay, thé la toi gat dau néi, "Vang", co té ra thuyét phuc, nhuw thé 1a toi
qua la c6 y do.

"Hai dita tuyét 1am, nhéc a. Hét sdy," Finn bao chiing t6i.

To6i theo chan Julian di ngang qua tién sanh, va khi qua phong khach dé
ra ctta, toi trong thay thang lwét song dang nam trén san trong phong khach,
tay phai dé 1én quan, chén mot hii Captain Crunch. N6 hét doc madt sau céi
hop ngii c6c lai dén xem "The Twilight Zone" trén cai man hinh ti vi khong
16 gitra phong, Rod Serling dang nhin thang vé phia chiing t6i, néi chiing ta
vira tién vao Ving Ao Anh, va du t6i ching muén tin, nhuwng né ky quai t6i
mrc t6i biét n6 cé that, t6i nhin cham cham vao thang con trai trén tam
thdm phong khach mot 1an cudi r6i cham cham quay di, theo Julian ra ctta,
buwdc vao hanh lang t6i om nha Finn. R6i khi di thang may xuéng dén cho
dau xe Julian, t6i bén néi, "Sao may khong béo tao tién dé dung vao viéc
nay?" thé la Julian, mat v6 hon, cwdi buon ba va néi, "Ai quan tam? May
c6 quan tam khong? May cé that sy quan tam khong?" t6i chang néi gi,
nhan ra minh qua thyc chang ban tam, bong nhién thay ban than sao ma
ngoc nghéch, dan don qua. T6i cling biét rang minh sé di cung Julian téi
Saint Marquis. T6i mu6n biét nhitng chuyén nhuw thé nay cé thé xdy ra that
khong. Va khi thang mdy di xudng, ngang qua tang hai, xuéng tang mot, roi
xuong sau hon nita, t6i nhan ra s6 tién dé chang quan trong gi. Diéu chinh
yéu la toi chi muon xem diéu t6i té nhat.

Saint Marquis. Bon gio. Dai 10 Sunset. Mat troi khong 16, chdy bong, con
quai vat mau cam, khi 1ai xe vao bai, khong hiéu sao Julian lai di qua khach
san t6i hai lan, t6i cat van thi né luén miéng hoi téi c6 that sy mudn lam
chuyén nay khong, va toi ludn miéng bao c6. Ngay khi ra khoi xe, t6i nhin
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ra bé boi, tw héi khong biét c6 ai tirng chét dudi trong cai bé do khong.
Saint Marquis la mot khach san tréng huéch, c6 mét bé boi & san trong, noi
cac phong 6¢ quay quanh.

Mot ga to béo ngoi trén di vang, ngudi nggm bong 1on, ngadp ngua dau
tam nang. Ga cham cham nhin hai chiing t6i khi hai dita tién dén can phong
ma Finn bdo Julian dén. Tay nay ¢ phong 001. Julian tién dén go ctta. Man
ctra dong, mot khuén mat, mot cai bong, hé mat nhin ra. Mot ngwoi dan
ong trac bon mwoi, bon lam tudi, an mac don gian véi so mi, ca vat lién
hoi, "Vang... toi giup gi dugc cac anh?"

"Ong 1a 6ng Erickson, phai vdy khong?"

"Vang... 6, ra cau la..." Gigng han kéo dai khi nhin vao Julian va toi.
"Cé van dé gi khong?" Julian hoi.

"Khong, c6 gi dau. Sao hai cau khong vao nhi?"

"Cam on ong," Julian noi.

To6i theo chan Julian buéc vao can phong, dam cang thang. T6i ghét
phong 6c khach san: Cu 6ng t6i chét trong mot phong khach san ¢ Stardust,
Las Vegas. Cu chét dugc hai ngay thi ngudi ta mai phat hién ra xac.

"Cac cau c6 muon uong gi khong?" ngudi dan 6ng héi.

Toi c6 cam gidc nhitng nguwoi dan 6ng kiéu nay lic nao cling hoi cau do,
va du thiét tha mudn xin mot ly, t6i van nhin sang Julian né lac dau néi,
"Khong, cdm on ong." Thé la t6i n6i theo, "Khong, cdm on 6ng."

"C4c cau c ti nhién, ngo6i xudng di."

"Toi cai ao khoac dugc khong?" Julian hoi.
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"U. Sao ciing dwoc, con trai."
Nguwoi dan 6ng ty pha cho minh mot ly nwéc.
"Ong c6 & L.A. 1au khéng?" Julian héi.

"Khong, khong, chi mot tuan thoi, vi cong viéc," ngudi dan 6ng nhap ly
nuoc.

"Ong lam gi?"
"T6i kinh doanh bat dong san, con trai a."

T6i nhin sang Julian, tw héi khong biét nguwdi nay c6 quen b toi khong.
T6i nhin xu6éng, nhan ra minh chang biét noéi gi, nhwng rang nghi ra diéu gi
do6, nhu cau phdi nghe chinh giong néi ciia minh bat dau tré nén cap bach
hon, t6i khong ngtrng tw hoi khong biét bd c6 quen ga nay khong. Toi rang
xua y nghi do ra khoi dau, y nghi thang cha nay c6 thé t&i ché bo @ Ma
Maison hay Trumps, nhwng né van bam tru & do, ket cirng.

Julian 1én tiéng. "Ong tir dau t&i?"

"Indiana."

"0, vay sao? Chd nao & Indiana?"

"Muncie."

"0. Muncie, Indiana."

"Dling thé."

Ngung mot chit, réi nguwdi dan ong roi mat khoi Julian va nhin sang t6i,
xong lai nhin Julian. Ong hép ly nuéc.

"Thé trong hai cau, ai muén dirng day?"
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Nguoi dan 6ng tir Indiana nam chiéc ly that chat, roi dat ly trén quay
rugu. Julian ding day.

Nguoi dan 6ng gat dau hai, "Sao cau khong thao ca vat?"
Julian thao.

Nguoi dan 6ng théi nhin cham cham vao Julian, chuyén céi nhin dy sang
t0i, dé chac chan la t6i dang quan sat.

"Giay va v@ nita."
Julian tiép tuc lam theo, r6i nhin xudng.
"Va... tm, cac thir con lai."

Julian céi o so mi, tut quan, nguwoi dan 6ng kéo man ctra, nhin ra dai 10
Sunset, r6i quay lai Julian.

"Cau co thich song ¢ L.A. khéng?"
"Cé. T6i yéu L.A.," Julian noi, gdp quan lai.

Nguoi dan 6ng nhin sang t6i noi, "Oi khong, thé nay khéng durge roi. Sao
cau khong ra day ngoi, gan ctra s6. Thé tot hon." Nguwdi dan 6ng xép toi
ngoi xuong ghé mém, xich lai gan cai givdng hon nita va roi, to6 vé bang
1ong, tién dén chd Julian, dit tay 1én mot bén vai tran. Ong ta dua tay xudng
cai quan 16t cta Julian, n6 nham mat lai.

"Cau la mot chang trai rat dé mén."

Hinh anh Julian hoi 16p nam, da mot qua béng ngang qua san cé xanh.

"Phai, cau la mét cau bé rat dep," ngwoi dan 6ng tir Indiana dén noi, "va
o}

https://thuviensach.vn



day, thé la da roi."

Julian m@ mat, nhin chong choc vao mat t6i, toi bén quay di, chii muc
vao mot con rudi ué odi liéng t6i birc twong ké bén giwong. T6i thac mac
khong biét ngudi dan 6ng va Julian sap stra lam gi. T6i ty nht minh cé thé
bo di. T6i c6 thé don gidn néi v6i nguwdi dan 6ng dén tir Muncie va Julian
rang t6i muon bo di. Thé nhwng, lai mot 1an nita, nhitng t* ng* khong bat ra
va khong thé bat ra, va toi ct thé ngoi do, dé mac cho nhu cau chitng kién
diéu té hai nhat bta vay 1ay minh, le lang, hao htc.

Nguoi dan 6ng tién dén budng tam, bao ca hai diva rang lat nita 6ng ta sé
ra. Ong ta déng ctra budng. T6i nhom day khéi ghé, ra chd quay rugu tim
do uong. Thay vi ctia nguwoi dan 6ng bo lai trén quay ruwgu, toi bén ghé mat
nhom vao. T6i cang thang t¢i mirc chang ban tam, tham chi chang r6 vi sao
minh lai dang lam thé. Trong vi c6 v0 s6 danh thiép lam an, nhung t6i
khong nhin vao tdm nao hét, khong mudn nhin thiy danh thiép ctia b
minh. C6 mot vai thé tin dung va mot so tién mat thong thuwong ma ngudoi
ttr noi khac dén c6 thé mang theo khi vao thanh phd. Con cé anh mé6t phu
nit xinh dep, vé mat bo pha, han la vg nguwoi dan 6ng, cung hai tdm chup
cac con Ong ta, déu la con trai, c6 doi chan thang, toc vang ngan ciin, mac
so mi ké soc, tran day tu tin. Nhitng tdm anh lam t6i khong vui, toi lién cat
vi vé cho cii trén quay rugu, tw hdi khong biét c6 phai nguwsi dan 6ng chup
nhitng tdm hinh d6 hay khong. T6i nhin sang Julian dang ng6i ¢ mé
giwong, dau cui gam. Toi ngo6i xuéng, nghiéng nguwdi bat dan stereo.

Nguoi dan 6ng ra khéi buéng tam, bao t6i, "Khong. Khong nhac. T6i
mu6n cau nghe thay tat ca. Tat tat." Ong ta tit dan stereo. Tdi hoéi ngudi
dan ong xem minh c6 thé vao phong tam hay khéng. Julian céi quan 16t.
Khong hiéu sao nguwdi dan 6ng mim cwoi, noi dugce thoi, thé 1a téi budc vao
phong tam, khdéa ctra lai, van ca hai voi nuéc trén chiu rira mat, xa nwdc bé
xi lién hoi trong ltic c6 gang ndn mtra, nhwng khong thé. T6i lau miéng,
xong xudi quay vé phong. Mat trdi dang dich chuyén, nhitng béng den chay
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dai trén twong, Julian gwgng mim cuwoi. Nguoi dan ong cuoi lai, nhitng
bong den chay ngang mdt ong ta.

T6i cham thudc.

Nguoi dan ong lan Julian sang mot ben.

Khong biét han cé dugce rao ban khong.

Toi khong nham mat.

Ta c6 thé bién mat noi day ma khong hé y thitc dugce diéu dé.

Julian va toi budc ra ngoai bai dau xe. Chung toi ¢ trong phong khach
san tir bon gio va lac nay da 1a chin gio. Toi da ngoi trén ghé dwgc nam
tiéng dong ho. Khi ca hai dita chui vao xe Julian, t6i lién hoi n6 minh di
dau.

"DPén The Land's End dé 14y tién cia may. May mudn tién cia may cht,
phai khong?" n6 héi. "Phai khong, Clay?"

T6i nhin vao khudn mat Julian va nhé lai nhitng budi sang ngéi trong
chiéc Porsche cta nd, dau ké bén mét xe khac bén Ié dwong 1, hiat nhitng
di€éu can sa cuon méng, nghe album mdi ctia Squeeze trudc khi cac 16p hoc
bat dau lic chin gio, va du hinh dnh d6 bong ua vé, t6i khong con ban long
nita. Gio day t6i thdy khuén mat Julian dam gia hon.

ba khoang mudi gio, The Land's End dong nghet. Cau lac bé nam trén
dai 160 Hollywood, Julian do xe & dang sau, trong mot con hém, t6i cung né
buwdc dén cong, Julian chen 1an qua hang ngudi, 1t choai choai cwdi nhao
nd, nhung noé 10 di. Budc vao cau lac bo tir civa sau thi chang khac nao
bwdc vao mot can ham, bén trong t6i om, twva nhw mét hang dong, nhung
vach ngan chia cau lac bo ra thanh cac khu nhd, noi tttng nhém nguoi tim
tum lai trong bong t6i. Lic chung téi bwdc vao, nguwdi quan ly trong giong
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nhw mot tay lwét song nam muoi tudi dang cdi co véi mot nhom thiéu nién
dang ndang ndc doi vao, ranh ranh la chwa du tudi.

Khi tay quan ly nhay mat v@i Julian va cho cé hai dita vao, mét trong
nhitng con bé dang ditng xép hang nhin cham cham vao t6i, mim cuw?oi, doi
moi t6 son hong loe loet mong nuwdc hé ma, va con bé nhe ham trén ra nhw
mot loai ché hodc s6i, gam g, thu thé tdn cong, con bé quen Julian, n6 noi
gi do6 rat tho 160 ma t6i khong nghe thay, Julian lién gio ngoén giira 1én 2 dap
tra.

Trwdc khi nhin ra bat c@ khuén mat nao, mat t6i phai dgi mot phat maéi
quen dugc v6i bong t6i. Toi nay cau lac bd dong khach, cé vai dira nhoc
ditng dgi bén ngoai khong dugce vao. "Tainted love" vang ra am 1 tir cho
dan stereo, san nhdy dong nghet nguwdi, phan dong la tui tré, hau hét déu
buon chan nhung rang lam ra vé hitng tinh. Vai thang con trai ngo6i & cac
ban cting ngam nghia mot c6 nang dep thoi roi, vé mong ngéng, hy vong
chi it cling duwgc nhdy cung nang, hay dugc nang thoi kén trong xe hoi ctia
bd, con dam con gai, co nay trong ho hitng, cd kia nom ngao ngan, hut
kretek, tat thay, hodc chi it phan dong déu cham cham nhin vao mot thang
con trai téc vang deo kinh ram ditng dang sau. Julian nhan ra thang do va
bdo t6i rang no cling lam viéc cho Finn.

Chung t6i di qua ddm dong, budc vao can phong phia sau, bo lai tiéng
nhac xap xinh va can phong ngap ngua khéi thuéc. Khu vic phong phia sau
va cho cac bac thang la dia ban cua Lee, DJ m@i, lam ban thgi gian. Finn
dang ngoi trén di vang, tan chuyén vdi han, xem chirng day 1a dém dau tién
cta Lee, va thang nhéc téc vang, da rdm nang nay trong c6 vé cang thang.

Chu thich

(1)Nguyén van: double-parked, nghia la dau xe bén mot chiéc xe khac
von da do lai bén 1é duwong, mot hanh vi trai luat kha pho bién.
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(2)Mot hanh dong xic pham pho bién ¢ cac nwéc phwong Tay, theo do
nguoi ta chia ngon gitra 1én troi va gap cac ngon khac lai, co y chtri raa ai
do.
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Chuong 13

Finn gidi thiéu Julian va t6i vGi Lee, roi hoi Julian moi chuyén thé nao
r6i, Julian tham thi la cling 6n thoi, bao Finn la n6 mudn ldy tién. Finn bao
sé duwa tién cho no, cho ca hai dira, @ bita tiéc cua Eddie, roi thi han muén
Julian giup han mot chuyén xiu xiu nay, sau chuyén xiu xiu, Finn néi ga sé
rat vui long tré tién ching toi.

Du Lee mudi tdm tudi nhung trong né tré hon Julian hay to6i rat nhiéu, va
diéu do lam t6i thay sg. Cho cia Lee nhin ra dai 16 Hollywood, Julian thé
dai, quay lung lai vGi Finn - tay nay dang noi chuyén véi Lee, con toi budc
tGi ctta s6, dan mat vao lan xe hoi. Mot cdi xe cap ciu chay ngang qua. Ro6i
c6 tiéng coi canh sat. Lee trong cuc ky thw sinh, Finn ndi, phan gi d6 dai dé
nhu, "Ho khoai mau dé. Céi vé thu sinh ay." C6 vé nhu Lee da san sang, ca
Finn cling th€, Lee bdo n6 hoi cang thang, Finn bén cuwdi 16n ndi, "Khoi lo
di. Chti em khong phdi lam nhiéu thé dau. Khong phai véi nhitng tay day.
Chi la mdy ga diéu hanh studio thong thwong thoi ma." Finn mim cudi,
vuot phang ca vat ctia Lee. "Con néu chu em phai lam bat ci¢ céi gi... cha,
chi em kiém ra tién ddy, bé cung." Julian lién n6i "vé van" hoi qua to, thé
la Finn de, "Liéu hon", con t6i chang biét minh dang lam cai quai gi ¢ day,
hét nhin Lee dang mim cwdi ngd nghéch réi nhin sang Julian cling nd nu
cuwoi y hét, sau dé quay di cho khac.

Julian di theo Finn va Lee trén chiéc Rolls-Royce cta Finn, dén mot chot
den do, Julian bao n6 phai tha t6i xuéng cho xe toi dé to6i theo ho dén cho
Eddie. Julian tha t6i & cho t6i do xe bén dan may dién tit & Westwood, va
toi 1ai theo hai chiéc xe hoi 1én doi.
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Ng6i nha t06i di theo Finn, Lee, va Julian dén nam & Bel Air, n6 to oanh,
phia tredc 1a mot bai bé 16m chédm, dai phun nwdc kiéu Tay Ban Nha, r6i
mang x06i lu It trén mai. Ngoi nha nam trén Bellagio, toi ty hdi Bellagio
nghia la gi trong lic 14i xe vao 16i di thénh thang, udn khic, r6i mot nguoi
phuc vu ra mé ctra, lic ra khoi xe, t6i thay Finn dang quang tay qua vai
Julian va Lee, r6i ho buéc qua canh ctra treéc dé ngd. Toi ndi got ho vao
nha, bén trong gan nhw toan dan 6ng, nhwng cling c6 vai phu nit, dwong
nhv ai ndy déu nhan ra Finn. Mot s6 con nhan ra ca Julian. Trong phong
khach c6 mét cay dén nhap nhay, va trong phit chdc, cdm gidc hoi cang
thang cua t6i bong chuyén thanh con chéng mat dir doi, dau goi téi gan nhw
khuyu xuong, dwong nhw ai ndy déu dang chuyén tro, duwa mat tim kiém,
nhip diéu cta tiéng nhac an khdp véi nhitng cr dong va anh nhin tran troi.

"E, Finn, 6ng anh, dao nay sao roi?"

"Chao Bobby. Tuyét voi. Lam an thé nao r6i?"

"Hét sdy. Thé ai day?"

"Thang em xin nhat cta tao ddy. Tén Julian. Con day la Lee,"
"Chao," Bobby nai.

"Chao," Lee n6i, mim cuwdi, nhin xudng.

"Chao di," Finn huych Julian.

"Xin chao."

"Mudn nhay khéng?"

Finn lai huych Jullan.

"Khoéng, gio thi khong. Em xin phép nhé?" Julian chu6n khoi Finn va

Lee, Finn lién goi vdi theo nd, con t6i theo chan Julian qua dam dong,
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nhwng mat dau nd, thé la t6i cham mot diéu thudc, thing thang di tdi toilet,
nhung cira da khoa. The Clash dang hat "Somebody Got Murdered", toi
dwa ngwoi vao twong, bong dung thdy toat mo hoi lanh, mot thang ma t6i
thdy quen quen dang ngo6i trén mot chiéc ghé doi dién trong phong, ngd
cham cham vao t6i, thé la to6i cham cham ngé lai, b6i roi, tw héi phai chang
né biét téi, nhwng t6i hiéu rang that vo nghia. Thang dé chi dang say thudc,
noé chang trong thdy t6i, chang trong thdy gi hét.

Ctra nha vé sinh bat m@, mot nguoi dan 6ng va mot ngwoi dan ba cung
bwdc ra, cwoi rd, ho di qua toi, toi lién di vao, déng ctra, van mé& mot lo
nho, nhan ra minh chang con bao nhiéu coke nita, nhwng van cit hit not s6
con lai, udng nuwéc chdy ra tir voi, ngam chinh minh trong guwong, lwét tay
1én toc, 1én ma, quyét dinh rang minh can phai cao rau. Bat thinh linh,
Julian xQc vao cung Finn. Finn ghi no vao twong, khoa trai ctra nha vé sinh.

"May dang lam cai khi gio gi vay?"

"Khong gi hét," Julian hét 1én. "Khong gi ca. Hay dé toi yén. Toi sé vé
nha.

Tra Clay tién di."

"May dang cu x& nhu d6 cho, va tao muén may chdm dit ngay. T6i nay
tao co vai khach hang cuc ky quan trong ngoai kia, va may dirng c6 ma pha
roi."

"DEé tao yén," Julian néi. "Pting dong vao tao."
T6i dwa vao twong, nhin xudng san.
Finn nhin t6i, ro6i nhin Julian, nhéch mép cuoi.

"Chuta o1i, Julian, may that tham hai, chd em a. May dinh lam gi nao?
May lam gi c6 lwa chon. May hiéu khéng ha? May bé lam sao dugc. Gid
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may khong thé rut lui. Chay vé véi thay u may ha?"
"Thoi di."
"Hay dén cho céi thang bac si tam than ton kém ctia may?"
"Thoi di, Finn."

"Ai nao? May con dita ban nao khong? May sé lam cai chét me gi day?
Ctt thé bé thoi ha?"

"Thoi di," Julian gao lén.

"Mot nam trede may dén cho tao, ng nan chong chat vai thang buon
hang, thé la tao cho may viéc lam, cho may trinh lang, dan dat may, lai con
cho may ca dong quan 4o va tat tat s6 coke ché dé ma may hit, con may thi
lam gi dé trd on ha?"

"Tao biét. Im di," Julian gao, giong tac nghen, dwa hai tay 1én 6m dau.
"May cw xtt nhw mot thang vénh vao, ich ky, v6 on..."

"Cut me may di, do..."

"... thang nhai."

"... d6 ma co ché dé."

"May khong biét on nhitng gi tao da lam cho may ha?" Finn ép Julian
manh hon nita vao twong. "Ha? Khong ha?"

"Théi di, thang ma c6 ché dé."
"Khong ha? Tra 10i tao di. Khong ha?"

"Lam cho tao a? May da bién tao thanh di duc."
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Mat Julian d6 birng, mat n6 w6t nhep, t6i hoang hot, chi biét dan mat
xuong san nhitng lic Julian hay Finn ng6 sang toi.

"Khoéng. Tao khong lam thé dau, chi em a," Finn khé noi.
"Cai gi?"

"Tao khong bién may thanh di dyc. Chinh may méi bién may thanh nhw
thé."

Tiéng nhac xap xinh xuyén qua twong, va téi thie sy cdm thay tiéng nhac
rung rung trén vai, lan téa khap nguai toi, trong khi ay Julian van nhin
xuong, di, nhuwng Finn da gitt vai né lai, va Julian bat dau vira khéc vira
cwoi that khé, xin 16i Finn.

"T6i khong thé 1am viéc d6 nita... Xin anh, Finn..."

"Xin 16i, bé cung, chi la tao khong thé dé may di dé thé dugc."

Julian cham rdi ngoi guc xudng san.

Finn 16i ra mot 6ng tiém, mot cai thia va mot hop diém cta Le Dome.
"Anh dang lam gi vay?" Julian khut khit.

"T6i nay thang em xin nhat ctia anh phai binh tinh lai."

"Finn... nhung t6i bo day." Julian cét tiéng cwoi 16n. "That ddy. T6i da tra
xong ng r6i. Khong con gi nita. Co thé thoi."

Nhwng Finn khong thém nghe, g ng6i chom hom xu6ng, tim lay canh
tay Julian, xan ong tay 4o lén, tw céi that lvng ctia minh r6i budc vao tay,
dap vao canh tay Julian do tinh mach, lat sau thi tim ra, trong ltic Finn dot
thtr gi do trong cai thia bac, Julian ludn miéng noi "Buwng ma, Finn." Finn
choc kim tiém vao canh tay Julian, lac nhe.
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"May dinh lam gi? May khong c6 cho nao dé di. May dinh ké cho tat ca
moi nguwdi ha? Rang may ty danh di chinh may dé trda mén ng hang ha? Em
giai 0i, may ngdy tho hon anh twdng roi. Nhung cung a, may sé thay kha
hon thoi."

Bién mat noi day.

Ong tiém day mau.

"May la mot cau bé xinh dep va chi can c6 thé."
Khong biét han cé dugce rao ban khong.

Nguoi ta sg phai nhap lan xa 1. Phai nhap lan xa 10.

Cuodi cung Finn dan Julian ra khoi nha vé sinh, t6i theo chan ho, Finn dwa
Julian 1én lau, khi hai nguwoi bude 1én cai cau thang dai ngoang, t6i thay
mot canh ctta mé& hé cho phia cudi cau thang, nhac dirng mot lic, toi nghe
thdy tiéng rén ri khé vang ra tir trong phong, sau d6 khi Finn dan Julian vao
phong, mot tiéng thét thinh linh bat ra, Julian bién mat cung Finn, ctra déng
sam lai. T6i quay di, thoat khoi can nha.

Rai tiéc, t6i 1én dwong tGi The Roxy, noi X dang choi nhac. Pa gan nita
dém, The Roxy dong nghet, tdi tim thay Trent ditng bén cira, né héi t6i da &
dau, toi khong noi gi, né dwa toi mot ly nwde. Bén trong cau lac bd nong
nue, toi nang ly 1én ngang mat va tran. Trent néi Rip c6 day, thé 1a toi cung
Trent ra cho Rip, Trent béo t6i 1a tui né sap stra hat "Sex and Dying in High
Society," t6i néi, "Tuyét qua." Rip mac quan jeans 501 1 den vé&i 4o thun X
trang, Spin cling mac quan 501 kém 4o thun ngan tay in dong chi:

"Gumby. Pokey. The Blockheads." 2. Rip tién dén cho t6i va diéu dau tién
ga noi 1a, "Chon nay sao ma lam bon Mexico ch6 dé qua chi em o0i."

Spin khit miii néi, "Giét chét me chiing né6 di."
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Trent at phdi cho rang do6 la mot y twdng kha hay vi né pha lén cuwoi, gat
gu.

Rip liéc sang t6i néi, "Oi Chiia, chd em oi. Trong may gém chét. Lam
sao day? Muon hit coke khong?"

T6i gang gwong gat dau, uéng can ly nwdc cua Trent.

Mot thang da sam, dé rau lwa thwa, dién do thun in dong chit "Under The
Big Black Sun" 3 dam sam vao toi Rip lién tim lay vai han, day han trd lai
dam dong dang nhdy nhot va gao 1én "Thang cho6 Spic!"

Spin dang n6i chuyén véi mot thang nao ddy tén Ross, Spin quay sang
Rip lic Rip ditng quay lung lai v6i san khau.

"Nghe nay, Ross vira tim ra thit nay trén con hém dang sau quan Flip."
"Thw gi?" Rip gao lén, giong hao huc.

"MOot cai xac."

"Gion ha cha?"

Ross bon chon lac dau, mim cwoi.

"Cai nay, tao phai xem tan mat." Rip cwdi nhan nhd. "Bi thoi, Clay."
"Khong," t6i n6i. "Em khong nghi vady. Em mu6n xem biéu dién."
"Thoi nao. Pang nao anh cling muén cho chi xem thit nay & cho anh."

Trent va t6i n6i got Rip va Spin ra cho xe Rip, ga bao hai dita t6i gap ho
dang sau quan Flip. Trent va t6i lai xudng Melrose, Flip chang dén sang
trng, dong ctra, chiing toi queo trai, dau xe trong mot bai dat bo khong
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phia sau tda nha. Ross buéc xudng chiéc VW Rabbit, ra hiéu cho Rip, Spin,
toi va Trent theo chan ga t6i con hém dang sau can nha kho trong tron.

"Tao hy vong chua ai bao canh sat," Ross thi thao.
"Con ai biét chuyén nay khong?" Rip hoi.
"Vai thang ban tao. Tui n6 tim ra thang do6 hoi chiéu."”

Hai dita con gai budc ra khoi bong téi bao trum nhitng con hém, rtc rich
cudi va bam lay nhau. Mot dita néi, "Lay Chua, Ross, tay nao vay?"

"Anh khong biét, Alicia."

"Han bi lam sao?"

"Dung hang qué liéu, anh doan thé."
"Cac anh goi canh sat chwa vay?"
"Dé lam gi?"

MGt trong hai dita n6i, "Minh phai dwa Marcia tGi. Nho do sé hot hét ca
len."

"Céc em c6 thdy Mimi dau khong?" Ross hdi.

"N6 & dang kia v6i Derf, hai nguwdi di r6i. Bon em sé xem X biéu dién &
The Roxy."

"Bon anh vira ¢ d6."
"0, ban d6 choi thé nao?"

"OK thoi. Nhung tui né khong hat Adult Book's."
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"Khong a?"

"Khéng."

"Oi, ban d6 c6 bao gi® choi bai 4y dau."
"Anh biét."

"Lang xet."

May dira con gai bé di, ban tan vé Billy Zoom, r6i Rip, Spin, Trent va toi
theo chan Ross vao sau trong hém.

N6 dang nam tya nguwdi 1én bitc twong phia sau. Khuén mdt phu va xanh
xa0, doi mat nham nghién, cai miéng hé mad, do la gwong mat cia mot
thang thanh nién, chirng muwoi tdm, muwoi chin tudi, mau khé dinh & moi
trén no.

"Chua 0i," Rip ndi.

Mat Spin mg to.

Trent ditng ngay ra, noi gi dé nhv "D thiét."

Rip 1dy chan da vao bung thang con trai.

"C6 chac n6 chét roi khong?"

"Thé may cé thdy n6 ctt dong khong?" Ross ric rich cuoi.

"Chua oi, ban hién. May kiém dau ra thit nay vay?" Spin hoi.

"Ba con truyén miéng thoi."

T6i khong thé nao roi mat khoi thang con trai da chét. Buém dém bay

trén dau no, lvgn 16 quanh chiéc béng den treo phia trén soi to canh twong.
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Spin quy xuéng, nhom vao khuon mat thang con trai, xem xét that nghiém
chinh. Trent pha 1én cwdi, cham mdt 6ng coke. Ross tira nguwdi vao twong
ma hut, dwa to6i mot diéu thudc. Toi lac dau, cham diéu cua minh, nhwng tay
toi run ray dir d6i, lam roi mat diéu thudc.

"Trong kia, chd c6 tat tiéc gi ca," Trent tham thi.

Chung t6i ditng d6 mot lic lau nita. Mot lan gié thoang qua hém. Tiéng
xe 0 qua lai tir Melrose vang tdi.

"Hwom da," Spin noi. "Tao nghi tao quen thang nay."
"Nham," Rip pha lén cuoi.
"Ong anh, dng bénh qua d6," Trent néi, dwa toi didu can sa.

Toi rit vao mot hoi, dwa tra cho Trent, tu héi diéu gi sé xdy ra néu thang

con trai m@ mat.
"Chuon khoi day thoi," Ross noi.

"Pgi da." Rip ra hiéu cho ga & lai, doan nhét mot diéu thuéc vao miéng
thang con trai. Chuing t6i ditng dé nam phut nita. Thé r6i Spin ditng 1én, lac
dau, gai gai 4o cho in chit Gumby, doan néi, "Meén 0i, tao théem thudc 1a."

Rip ding day, biu 1ay canh tay t6i, bao toi va Trent, "Nghe nay, hai
thang, ching may phai qua dang anh."

"Sao?" toi hoi.
"Pang anh c6 thit nay sé lam 6c tui bay no tung."

Trent rdc rich cwdi hao hitc, ca bon lién roi khoi con hém.
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Khi chiing t6i dén can ho cta Rip trén Wilshire, ga dan chiing t6i vao
phong ngt. Mot con bé tran truéng, tré dep dang nam trén ném. Hai chan
no6 dang ra, bi tréi vao hai cot giwong, hai canh tay thi bj tréi trén dau. Cho
kin ctia n6 n6i day mun nhot, cé vé khé rdo, toi thay nhw da bi cao 16ng.
Con bé khong ngtrng rén ri, lam bam, xoay dau sang hai bén, mat nham hao.
Co nguoi da trat ca tdn phan Ién mat n6 mot cach vung vé, né liém moi lia
lia, dva lwdi cham cham, lap di lap lai trén moi. Spin quy xudng bén chiéc
givong, nhdt [én mot 6ng tiém va thi tham gi d6 vao tai con bé. Con bé
khong mé& mat. Spin choc 6ng tiém vao canh tay né. T6i chi biét nhin dam
dam. Trent kéu "Wow." Rip noi gi do.

"NO6 muoi hai day."

"Con nho xin roi, thang em," Spin pha lén cudi.

"Nho nao vay?" toi hoi.

"Tén no la Shandra, n6 hoc trwedng Corvalis," Rip chi néi co thé.

Ross dang choi Centipede trong phong khach, tiéng tro choi dién tir vang
sang tan cho chiing t6i ditng. Spin nhét mot cudn bang vao may, c¢di phang
4o so mi, r6i dén quan jeans. Dwong vat ga cuwong cing, ga di n6 1én moi
con bé, doan nhin sang chung toi. "Chung may thich thi ¢t viéc nhin."

Toi roi khoi phong.

Rip ndi got toi.

"Tai sao?" t6i chi biét héi Rip c6 thé.
"Céi gi?"

"Tai sao ha Rip?"

Rip trong boi roi. "Tai sao cai gi? May bao trong kia 4?"
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T6i gwong gat dau.

"Sao lai khong? Cua khi gi vay?"

"Chua o1, Rip, th6i nao, con bé m&i muwdi mot tudi."
"Muoi hai," Rip chita.

"U thi mudi hai," t6i néi, thodng nghi vé diéu do.

"E, dirng c6 nhin tao nhu kiéu tao 14 thing vo lai hay céi khi gi6 gi chi.
Khong phai tao nha."

"That..." giong toi kéo dai.
"That cai gi?" Rip to mo.
"That... Em nghi that khong phai."

"Céi gi phdi? May mudn cai gi thi may c6 quyén lay n6. May mudn lam
gi, may c6 quyeén lam."

T6i dwa nguwdi vao twong. Toi co6 thé nghe tiéng Spin rén ri trong phong
ngu, ké dén la tiéng tat, c6 1é la mot cai tat vao mat.

"Nhung anh dau cé can gi. Thit gi anh cha c6," téi bdo ga.
Rip nhin toi. "Khong, khong dau."

"Cai gi?"

"Khong, khong phai."

Mot khodng lang troi qua, roi téi hoi, "Oi, me kiép, Rip, con gi anh
khong c6 nita nao?"
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"Tao cha c6 gi dé mat."

Rip quay di, budc tré vao phong ngu. Toi nhin vao, thay Trent gid da céi
ctc 4o so mi, nhin cham cham vao Spin dang ng6i dang chan 1én dau dita
con gai.

"Nao, Trent," t6i néi. "Minh chuén khoi day thoi."

N6 nhin sang t6i, r6i nhin sang Spin, roi dita con géi, va noi, "Tao nghi
tao sé & lai."

To6i chi biét ditng d6. Spin quay lai trong khi van dang dé dau con bé
xuong va no6i, "Néu may & thi dong cai ctra lai. OK?"

"May nén @ lai," Trent noi.

To6i déng ctra lai, bude di, ngang qua phong khach, noi Ross van dang
choi Centipede.

"Tao dugc diém cao 1dm," hin néi. Han thdy t6i bé di, bén hoi, "E, di dau
thé bay?"

T6i khong noi gi.
"Tao cd may dén xem cai xac do lan nita, phai khong?"
Toi dong cwa lai.

Nam cach Rancho Mirage vai ddim c6 mgt ngoi nha caa thang ban diva
em ho t6i. Thang nay t6c vang, dep trai, theo hoc tredng Stanford vao mua
thu va xuat than trong mot gia dinh dang hoang dén tr San Francisco. C&
dén cudi tuan, no lai t6i Palm Springs, m@ tiéc trong can nha gitta hoang
mac. Tui nhéc tir L.A., San Francisco va Sacramento van t¢i vao moi dip
cudi tuan va & lai dy tiéc. Mot dém, gan cudi he, c6 mot bita tiéc 16n x6n
sao d6. Mot con nho tir San Diego von c6 mat trong bita tiéc dwgc tim thay
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sang hom sau, c0 tay va mat ca chan bi tr6i vao véi nhau n6 bi hiép nhiéu
lan. N6 con bi treo c6, c6 hong thi bi rach, vi bi cat phang, ai d6 da nhét
nén vao cho tirng la déi vi. Xac né dugce tim thady & Sun Air Drivein, bi treo
nguwgc dau trén mot cai du nam gan goc bai dau xe. Thé r6i thang ban cta
dia em ho t6i bién mat. Vai nguwdi n6i né di Mexico, so khac bao n6 di
Canada hodc London. Du vay hau hét déu néi la né di Mexico. Ba me thi
vao vién tam than, thé 1a ng6i nha bi boé hoang trong hai nam. R6i mot dém,
can nha bong chay rui, va nhiéu ngudi bao thang kia da tré vé tir Mexico,
hodc London, hay Canada dé doét nha.

T6i 1ai xe doc con dwong cho hém ndi, noi can nha tirng hién dién, van
dé nguyén b6 quan 4o da mac chiéu hom do & van phong cta Finn, trong
phong khach san Saint Marquis, dang sau Filp, trong con hém, t6i do xe,
ngoi do, hut thudc, tim kiém ma6t bong ngwoi hay mét hinh dang 1an khuat
dang sau nhitng khoi da. Toi nghéch dau 1én, déng tai chd nghe mot tiéng
lam ram hodc thi thao. Mt s6 nguwdi bdo nguwdi ta co6 thé trong thay thang
ban ctuia dita em ho t6i di quanh nhitng hém nui vao ban dém, nhin ra hoang
mac, lang thang trén dong do6 nat quanh nha. Vai nguwdi con néi canh séat da
bit va dem né di. O Camarillo, cach Palo Alto va Stanford hang tram dim.

T6i nhé lai tirng chi tiét ctia cau chuyén trong Iic 1ai xe roi khoi dong tan
tich ctia ngoi nha, bat dau di sdu hon nita, vao hoang mac. Dém am ap, thoi
tiét goi cho t6i nhd dén nhitng dém & Palm Springs, nhitng h6m b6 me t6i
moi ban bé tdi, choi bai bridge, con toi 14y xe bd, kéo mui xe xudng, lai qua
hoang mac, nghe The Eagles hodc Fleetwood Mac, gi6 néng thoi toc bay
loa xo0a.

Va toi nhé dén nhitng budi sang khi to6i 1a nguwoi thire gidc dau tién, doi
mat nhin theo dam hoi nwéc boc 1én tir bé nuwdc néng trén hoang mac lic

binh minh, va me t6i ngoi duwéi anh nang ca ngay, khi van vat im ang va
tinh lang t6i mitc toi c6 thé trong thay nhitng béng den hién l1én khi mat troi
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chuyén dong, chay ngang qua day bé nuwdc yén a va cai lung ram nang, sam
mau cua me.

Tuan 1é triede khi toi di, mot con trong 1ii méo ctia em gai t6i bién mat.
N6 thudc giong méo con nhé thé, mau nau, em gai téi bao t6i qua né nghe
thay nhitng tiéng ré va tiéng cho6 ang ang. C6 mot tim 16ng va mau kho
canh ctra. Trong viing ngwdi ta budc phai nhot méo trong nha vi néu ching
duwgc tha rong vao ban dém, ching co thé bi cho séi xoi tai. Mot vai dém,
khi trgi trong, trang tron, t6i nhin ra phia ngoai va thay nhitng cai bong
chuyén dong gitta cac con phd, qua nhitng hém nui. T6i titng nham chiing
v6i hinh thu méo moé ctia nhitng con cho 16n xac. Veé sau t6i méi nhan ra
chung la s6i. Co nhitng khuya, t0i dang lai xe doc Mulholland thi phai
ngoadt tay lai, dirng xe lai dot ngot, va dugi anh den pha sang 10a, toi trong
thay nhitng con séi chay thing thang trong swong mu, miéng ngam tang thit
dd, chi dén khi vé nha t6i mdi nhan ra tang thit do dy la mot con meéo. D6 la
diéu ta phai chung s6ng khi cw ngu & chén doi nii nay.

Trén birc twong trong nha tam & Pages, dudi dong chit "Julian théi kén
diéu nghé. Nhung ngém mat r6i." la: "Ma me 0ng gia, Ba bo. May muit
giai. May liém buém. Chiing may nén chét ca vi chiing may da lam thé véi
tao. Chiing may dé mac cho tao chét. Ca hai dita chiing may déu tham hai.
Con gai chung may thi la dan Iran, con trai chung may thi la bong. Chung
may phadi thoi rira noi dia nguc ché mé khon kiép. Chét di bon khon nan.
Chét di bon ché ma. Chét hét."

Chu thich
(1)Mo6t mau quan jeans cua hang Levi’s.
(2)Cac nhan vat trong mot loat phim hoat hinh.

(3)Album thtr ba cua ban nhac X.
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Chuong 14

Tuan 1é tride khi di, t6i c6 nghe bai hat do mgt nha soan nhac nguai L.A.
viét vé thanh pho. T6i nghe di nghe lai bai hat, bo qua nhitng bai con lai
trong album. Chang phai vi tdi qua thich bai hat dy, that ra 1a né khién t6i
cam thdy khé hiéu va t6i rang giai ma né. Chang han, t6i muon biét con c@
gi ma thang cha vo cong roi nghé trong bai hat lai quy goi. C6 ngudi bao
t0i rang thang cha do 1dy lam biét on vi dwgc song & thanh pho nay thay vi
mot noi nao khac. Toi bdo ngwdi do rang tdi nghi han nham ro6i, nhwng han
néi vdi téi bang mot giong diéu ma toi thay cé chut gi bi hiém, "Khong,
ban hién ¢i... tao khong nghi vay."

T6i ng6i ly trong phong suot tuan 1€ treede khi di xem mot show truyén
hinh chiéu cac doan phim do mét ga DJ ctia mot kénh rock dia phwong gidi
thiéu hang chiéu. Sé c6 chitng mot tram thanh thiéu nién nhay nhét trueéc
mot man hinh khong 16 chiéu cac doan video, nhitng hinh anh lam cho bon
né trong nhé lai - va to6i nhan ra nhitng diva t6i da trong thay & cac cau lac
b6 dang nhay nhét trong chwong trinh, mim cwdi dé dwoc lot vao 6ng kinh,
roi quay di, ngwdc 1én nhin cai man hinh phat sang to t6 chang dang l6e 1én
tredc mat ching. Mot vai dira hat theo 101 bai hat dang dugc phat. Nhung
toi chui tdm nhat dén cai i choai choai khong hat, cai 1 da quén mat 161 bai
hét, cai 1t ma c6 1é chang bao gid biét dén 10i bai hat.

Mot ngay trudce khi toi di, Rip va toi lai xe trén Mulholland, Rip nhai mot
cai nhan cau bang nhya, mac 4o thun Billy Idol, choc choc lai thé lwdi khoe
cai nhan cau. T6i guwong cuwdi, Rip noi gi d6 vé chuyén tdi Palm Springs
mot dém trudce khi toi di, toi gat dau, quy phuc cai néng. Pén mot trong cac
khiic cua hiém nhat caa Mulholland, Rip gidm toc do, tap vao lé duong,
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chui ra khoi xe va ra hiéu cho t6i lam theo. T6i di theo ra ch6 ga dung, ga
dwa tay chi nhitng chiéc xe hong dudi chan doi. M6t s6 da hoen gi va chay
xém, mGt s6 con md&i va nat bay, mau sac von twoi sang gio da bac di duéi
anh mat troi rwe rd. Toi thit dém so xe, chd do6 cling phai dén hai mwoi, ba
muoi cai. Rip ké vdi tdi vé nhitng nguwdi ban cua han da chét trén khic
quanh dé, nhitng ké hiéu sai vé con duong nay. Nhitng ké pham sai lam lic
dém khuya, bién mat vao hw khong. Rip bdo, vao nhitng dém yén ang,
khuya khoat ta cé thé nghe thay tiéng banh xe rt rit inh tai, theo sau la mét
khoang lang dai, mot tiéng gio rit, roi ké dén la tiéng va cham, chi vira du
to dé nghe thay. Va doi khi, néu dong tai ngong, ta sé nghe thdy nhirng
tiéng hét trong dém, khong kéo dai qua lau. Rip néi ga ngd rang ngudi ta sé
chang bao gio dwa nhitng chiéc xe roi khoi day, rang ho thé nao cling dgi
cho téi khi day @ xe, dung canh d6 dé lam guwong, sau day chon ching di.
Va khi diéng trén ngon doi, nhin xuéng Valley khuat sau man swong lan
khoi, néng nhw chao Itra, cdm nhan nhitng luéng gié ham hap doi ngugc trd
lai, khoi bui thi t6c 1én chan, va mat troi, do s§, mot qua cau Iira, chém ché
trén do, t6i thay tin 10i ga. Sau dd, khi ching t6i 1én xe, ga 1ai ngoat vao
mot con dwong ma t6i chac chan la ngo cut.

"Minh di dau thé?" toi hoi.

"Anh khong biét," ga ndi. "Cu lai thé thoi."

"Nhung duong nay chang dan di dau hét," t6i bao ga.
"Quan trong gi dau."

"Thé cai gi quan trong?" lat sau toi hoi.

"Chi la minh dang di duong thoi, chu em," ga noi.

Truwdc khi toi di, mot phu ni¥ bi cita 6, bi quang xudéng tir mot chiéc xe
dang chay & Venice, hang loat vu chdy bung Ién ngoai tam kiém soat &
Chatsworth, tdc pham ctia mét ga phéng hda, mot nguwdi dan 6ng & Encino
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giét chét vg cung hai con. Bon dita tré vi thanh nién, khong ai tdi quen biét,
chét trong mot vu tai nan xe hoi trén dwong cao toc Pacific Coast. Muriel
tai nhap vién & Cedars-Sinai. Mot ga co biét danh Conan ty t¥ trong mot
bita tiéc sinh vién ¢ U.C.L.A. Va toi tinh co0 cham mat Alana trong The
Beverly Center.

"Dao nay khong thay em," t6i bao c6.
"U, em khong ra ngoai nhiéu 1am."
"Anh c6 gap mot nguoi quen em."
"Ai?"

"Evan Dickson. Em biét n6 khong?"
"Em dang di lai v&i anh ay."

"U, anh biét. Cau ta bao anh thé."
"Nhuwng anh ay cling phang mét ga tén Derf, hoc Buckley."
"Cj.”

"Ua, &,"c6 nai.

"R6i sao?"

"Thwong qua ma."

"U," t6i bao cd. "Piing thé."

"Anh cé vui khi & day khong?"

"Khéng."
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"Té qua."

T6i con gap Finn & Hughes Market, trén Doheny chiéu hom thit Ba. Troi
néng va té6i nam ly bén bé boi ca ngay. T6i lén xe dwa hai dita em t&i khu
chg. H6m nay hai dita khong tdi tredng, chiing mac quan sodc, do thun,
deo kinh ram, con t6i mac do boi Polo cti va ao thun. Finn di v6i Jared,
trong thay t6i ¢ quay thyc pham dong lanh. Ga di dép bét, 4o thun Hard
Rock Cafe, ga liéc sang td6i mot 1an, nhin xudng, roi lai nhin 1én. T6i voi va
quay di, tién dén quay rau. Ga di theo t6i. T6i nhat mot 16¢ sau lon tra lanh,
r6i mot bao thudc 1a. Mot lan niva to6i nhin sang ga, mat hai ching t6i gap
nhau, ga bén nhan nhé cuwdi, va toi quay di. Ga di theo t6i tdi quay thanh
toan, "E, Clay." Ga nhay mit.

"Chao," t0i noi, mim cuoi, xich sang bén.

"Gdp cung sau nhé," ga néi, bAm ngon tay cai tach nhw thé chiing 1a mot
khau sung.

Tuan 1é cudi cung. T6i dang & Parachute cung Trent. Trent thit d6. T6i
dwa nguoi vao twong, doc mot s Interview cli. Mot thang téc vang xinh
trai, ma t6i nghi tén la Evan, dang thtr d6. N6 khong vao buong thi. N6
madc thir ngay gitra ctra hang, trudc mot tam guwong dai. N6 ngam nghia
chinh minh lic ditng do, trén nguwdi c6 moi cai quan 16t va tat ké ca ré. N6
dit khoi con mo mang khi thang ban trai né, cling toc vang va khau khinh,
tién lai dang sau, siét c6 n6. Thé roi né thit ti€p moén khac. Trent bao t6i n6
da thay thang nay ngoi cung Julian trong chiéc Porsche den ctia Julian, dau
bén ngoai Beverly Hills High, tan gau véi mot dita nhéc khoang mudi bon
tudi. Trent bao t6i 1a mac du Julian deo kinh ram, né van trong thady nhitng
vét tham tim quanh mat thang dé.

Trong lic doc bao dwdi anh chang vang bén bé boi, t6i tinh ¢ doc dugc
cau chuyén vé mot nguwdi dan ong trong vung co ti chon so6ng minh trong
san sau vi thoi tiét "rat nong, qua néng". Toi doc bai bao thém lan nita, r6i
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dat bao xudng, nhin theo may dita em. Chiing van dang mdc bikini, deo
kinh ram, nam dwédi bau troi dang t6i dan, choi tro vo chét. Chung bao toi
phan x1r xem dita nao c6 thé lam ra vé chét lau nhat, dira thang sé dugc ay
da thua xudng bé boi. Toi nhin chiing, nghe mdt bang nhac chay trong
may Walkman deo trén nguoi. The Go-go dang hat "I wanna be worlds
away. I know things will be okay when I get worlds away." Chang hiéu ké
nao da thu cuon bang ma lai dé bai hat bi ngat gitta chirng, t6i nham mat,
nghe ho hat bai "Vacation," roi khi t6i m& mat ra, hai dita em van dang nam
up mat, noi Iénh bénh trong bé boi, t6i tw héi dita nao lam ra vé chét dudi
dwoc 1au hon.

Toi di xem phim véi Trent. Rap chiéu phim & Westwood ma chuing t6i
dén gan nhuw trong tron, rai rac day dé vai bong ngwoi, hau hét déu ngoi
mot minh. T6i trong thdy mot dita ban cii hoi trung hoc ng6i véi mot con bé
toc vang xinh xan gan mat tién, trén 16i di, nhwng chang noi gi, thay nhe
nhom sao dé khi dén phut tat nén Trent khong nhan thay né. Lat sau, bén
dan may dién tw, Trent choi mot tro c6 téen Burger Time, trong dé banh
hotdog va qua tritng rugt du6i mot tay dau bép rau ria thap lun, Trent mudn
day t0i cach choi nhung t6i khong thich. T6i lien tuc nhin vao nhitng cai
banh hotdog dién cuong lac lw, khéng hiéu sao thay kho chiu vi canh dé,
lién budc di, tim tro gi ddy choi. Nhung cé vé nhu trong tat ca cac tro déu
c6 nao bo canh citng, nao ong, nao buwdm dém, nao ran, nao muoi, nao éch,
roi ca nhung con nhén dién xoi tai nhitng con rudi tim to by, véi nhac nhéo
di kém, khién to6i thay chong mat, nhitc dau, nhitng hinh anh sao ma kho ri
bo, ngay ca khi toi da roi khoi dan may dién tr.

Trén duwong vé nha, Trent bdo t6i, "HOm nay may cw x& nhi mot thang
dé nguoi." Doc Beverly Glen, tdi chay sau mét chiéc Jaguar mau do, bién
so xe c6 chit "DECLINE" 1, va toi phai dirng xe lai.

"Sao thé Clay?" Trent héi t6i, giong gay gat.

"Khong co6 gi," tdi gugng noi.
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"May bi cai chét me gi thé ha?"

T6i bdo no t6i bi dau dau, chd n6 vé nha va noéi sé goi vé cho né tir New
Hampshire.

Thé quai nao ma t6i nhé lai minh tirng dirng trong mot bot dién thoai tai
mot tram xdng 76 2 & Palm Desert lic chin rwdi t6i Cha Nhat, hoi thang
Tam nam ngoai, dgi mot cudc dién thoai tw Blair, sang hom sau co sé di
New York ba tuan dé dén tredng quay véi bo. T6i mdc quan jeans, do thun,
kém theo o len ca r6 cii ki, rong lung nhung, di giay tennis khong tat,
khong chai toc, hit thude. Tt cho dang ding, t6i trong thay mot diém don
xe buyt c6 bon, nam ngudi ditng ngoi dwdi anh dén huynh quang, ngéng
doi. Con c6 mot thiéu nién, trac mwdi lam, mwoi sau tudi, ma t6i cho la
dang tim céach di nho xe, t6i cdm thdy lo lang, muén noéi gi d6 vdi thang con
trai, nhung xe buyt dén va thang con trai 1én xe. T6i chd dgi trong mét bot
dién thoai khong c6 ctra, anh den Day-Glo gay gat lam toi thay nhitc dau.
MGt dan kién hanh quan qua mot c6c sita chua rong ma t6i dap thudc 1a
vao. BDém hom ay that la lung. T6i Cht nhat thang Tam nam ngoai do, co
ba bot dién thoai & tram gas nay va bot nao cling c6 ngudi. Trong bot ké
bén bot cua tdi c6 mot tay lwét séng tré, mac sooc OP, do thun mau vang cé
théu chit "MAUIL" t6i kha chac chan la han dang dgi xe buyt. T6i khong
nghi tay lwét séng dang néi chuyén véi bat ky ai, han vo nhw dang noi
chuyén, nhwng chang cé ai nghe may & dau day bén kia ca, va t6i cit nghi
mai rang phai chang v nhw n6i chuyén van con hon chang néi gi, nghi mai
vé cai dém & Disneyland cung Blair. Tay lwét séng ct lién tuc ng6 sang t6i,
con toi thi quay di, dgi chuéng dién thoai reo. Mot chiéc xe cé bién dé
"GABSTOY" dirng lai, mot con bé dé téc den kiéu Joan Jett, cung véi ban
trai n6, mot thang mac ao thun Clash den, chui ra khoi xe, van dé dong co
hoat dong, va t6i nghe thay tiéng mot bai cii ctia Squeeze vang 1én. T6i hut
hét mot diéu thuoc nira roi cham mot diéu khac. Vai con kién chét dudi
trong coc sita chua. Xe buyt di qua. Dan tinh lén xe. Khong ai xuong. T6i

https://thuviensach.vn



ct? nghi mai vé cai dém & Disneyland, vé New Hampshire, vé chuyén Blair
va toi chia tay.

Mot con gié ham hap tat qua tram xang tréng tron, tay lwét séng ma toi
nghi la mot tén trom gac may, toi khong nghe thay tiéng dong xu nao roi
xuong nhuwng vo nhw khong dé y. Han treo 1én mot chiéc xe buyt chay
ngang qua. GABSTOY bo di. Dién thoai reo. Blair goi. T6i lién bao c6
dirng di. Co hai toi dang & dau. T6i bao c6 rang minh dang ditng trong mot
bot dién thoai & Palm Desert. Co hdéi "Tai sao?", toi héi "Sao lai khong?"
T6i bao c6 ding t6i New York. Co bao gid ma néi chuyén nay thi qua tré.
T6i bdo c6 dén Palm Springs cung téi. Co noi rang tdi lam co ton thwong,
rang toi da hiva sé ¢ lai L.A., rang t6i da hira sé khong bao gio quay vé
mién Dong nita. T6i bdo ¢6 rang t6i xin 16i, rang moi chuyén sé 6n thoi, co
lién néi rang c6 da nghe t6i xin 16i roi, va rang néu minh thich nhau thyc sy
thi bon thang dau c6 nham nho gi. T6i hoi co6 c6 nhé dém ay ¢ Disneyland
khong, c6 lién hoi, "Dém nao & Disneyland?" r6i hai dita gac may.

Toi 1ai xe vé L.A., di xem phim, ng6i mot minh, 1ai xe di rong cho dén
chirtng mot gid, ngoi trong mot nha hang trén Sunset, uéng ca phé, hait hét
thudc, ngbi ly & do dén hét gid md cira. Sau dé toi 14i xe vé nha va Blair goi
cho toi.

Toi bdo c6 la minh sé nhé c6, rang c6 1€ khi tré vé, moi chuyén sé ém
dep. Co noi cling c6 thé, va c6 c6 nhd cai dém & Disneyland. Tuan ti€p theo
dém hom do, t6i di New Hampshire ro6i khong hé néi chuyén véi co trong
bon thang.

Truwdc khi di, t6i gap Blair dé cung an triva. C6 ng6i ngoai hién quan The
Old World ¢ Sunset dgi toi. Co deo kinh ram, nhap mot ly riegu trang ma co
han da mua bang chithg minh thw gid. Cé 1é b6i ban tham chi con chang héi
cd, toi tham nghi khi buéc vao qua cira trwde. Toi bao ba chu quan rang toi
ngoi vdi c6 gai & ngoai hién. Cé dang ngdi mot minh, quay dau vé phia lan
gi6 nhe thoi qua, va khoanh khac ay, t6i nhin thay & c6 mot ctr chi tu tin,
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can dam thé nao do, khién t6i ghen ti. Co khong trong thay t6i khi toi tién
lai tir phia sau va hén 1én ma c6. C6 mim cwdi, quay lai, ha kinh xuong,
nguoi co thodng mui rirgu, son moi va nwde hoa, to6i ngodi xuong, 1at gié to
thue don. Toi dat thwe don xudng, ngam xe cO chay ngang qua, bat dau
nghi rang day c6 1é la mat sai lam.

"Em ngac nhién la anh dén day," c6 néi.

"Tai sao? Anh da bao em la anh dén ma."

"Pung, anh c6 bdo," c6 no6i khé. "Anh vira & dau thé?"

"Anh an trwa sém véi bo."

"At phai vui 1am." T6i tw héi c6 c6 ¥ mia mai gi khong.

"Um," t6i n6i, khong chic chin. T6i cham mot diéu thudc.

"Anh con lam gi nita khong?"

"Sao chi?"

"Thoi nao, ditng quau. Em chi muén noéi chuyén thoi."

"Thi néi chuyén." T6i nheo mat lai khi khoi tir diéu thudc bay vao.

"Nghe nay." C6 nhdp rugu. "Ké cho em cudi tuan cta anh ra sao di.

To6i thd dai, thire s ngac nhién vi minh khong nhé nhiéu 1am nhitng
chuyén da xay ra. "Anh khong nhg. Chang cé gi ca."

"O.”
Toi lai nhac thye don 1én, r6i dat né xuéng ma chang hé mé ra.

"Thé la anh vé tredng that a," co noi.
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"Anh nghi thé. O day cha c6 gi."

"Anh mong tim ra cai gi sao?"

"Anh khong biét. Anh & day ciing lau ro6i."
Ct nhu thé minh ¢ day ca doi vay.

Toi khe khé da chan vao lan can ngoai hién va phét 16 ¢6. Pay la mot sai
lam. Thot nhién ¢6 nhin t6i, bo do6i Wayfarer ra.

"Clay, anh da bao gio yéu em chwa?"

T6i cham cht nhin mot tdm ap phich, néi rang minh chang nghe thay co6
noi gi.

"Em hoi anh da bao gio yéu em chuwa?"

Trén hién nha, &nh mat trdi roi thang vao mat toi, va trong gidy phut bi
l6a mat ay, t6i nhin thdy chinh minh that rd rang. T6i nhé lan dau tién hai
dia lam tinh, trong can nha & Palm Springs, than minh c6 rdm nang, wét
dam, nam trén tam khan trai giwong trang tinh, mat lanh.

"Ptrng lam thé, Blair," tdi bao cd.

"No6i cho em biét di."

Toi nin thinh.

"Cau hoi kho trd 10i thé co a?"

T6i nhin thang vao co.

"Co hay khong?"

"Tai sao?"
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"Me kiép, Clay," co thé dai.

"C0, di nhién, chac thé."

"Ptrng d6i em."

"C6 mudn nghe cai chét me gi?"

"Chi can n6i cho em biét thoi," ¢6 néi, cao giong.

"Khoéng," t6i gan nhu gao 1én. "Chuwa bao gio."

T6i gan nhv cudi toang 1én.

Co hit vao va n6i, "Cam on anh. Em chi mu6n biét c6 thé." C6 nhap
reQu.

"C6 da bao gio yéu toi chwa?" t6i van lai, du gio day toi tham chi chang
quan tam.

Co im lang mot Iic. "Em da nghi vé chuyén do, cé, em tirng c6 yéu anh.
Y em 13 yéu thue long. Moi chuyén dau vao dé dugec mot thoi gian. Anh da
to ra that t té." Co6 nhin xudng, noi tiép. "Thé nhung cé vé nhu anh chang
hé hién dién. Ché chét that, chang ra dau vao dau." Co6 ngirng 10i.

T6i nhin co, dogi c6 néi tiép, ngd 1én nhin tdm ap phich. Bién mat noi day.

"Em khong biét nhitng nguwdi em tirng hen ho cé that sy hién dién hay
khong... nhung it ra ho cling c6 gang."

T6i man mé quyén thye don, dap diéu thudc.

"Anh thi chwa bao gid. Nhitng ngudi khac c6 gang, nhwng anh thi chi...
DPiéu d6 nam ngoai kha nang cta anh." C6 nhdp mét ngum rugu nita. "Anh
chwa bao gio & d6. Em thdy thwong anh mot thoi gian, nhung sau do em
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thdy khé ma thwong duwgc. Anh dep trai that day, Clay a, nhung dé lai 1a
chuyeén khac."

T6i doi mat nhin theo dam xe chay ngang qua trén Sunset.
"Thuwong mot ngwoi tham chi chang ban tam that kho."
"Vay sao?" toi hoi.

"Anh quan tdm dén diéu gi? Diéu gi lam anh hanh phuc?"

"Khoéng gi hét. Khong gi khién anh vui. Anh chang thich gi cd," t6i bao
cO.

"Da bao gio anh quan tdm dén em chua, Clay?"
Toi khong noi gi, lai nhin vao thyc don.
"Da bao gio anh quan tam dén em chwa?" ¢6 héi lai.

"Anh khong mudn quan tam. Néu anh quan tam dén chuyén nay chuyén
no, thi sé chi té hai hon, sé chi thém lo lang. Khong quan tam thi it dau dén
hon."

"Em da quan tam dén anh mét thoi gian."
T6i khong noi gi.
Co0 bo kinh xudng, cudi cung noi, "Gap sau nhé, Clay." Co dirng day.

"Em di dau thé?" bong duwng t6i khong mudn chia tay Blair & day. Toi
gan nhw muon kéo co vé lai bén minh.

"Phai di an trwa v6i mot nguoi."

"Thé con chuyén ching minh?"
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"Chuyén ching minh thi sao?" C6 ditng d6 mot lic, chd doi. Toi dan mat
1én tdm ap phich cho tGi khi né bat dau ma di, va khi mat da nhin dwoc ro
hon, t6i doi theo khi chiéc xe ctia Blair treon khoi bai do ro6i mat hat vao
trong dong xe nhon nhéo trén Sunset. Tay bo6i ban tién dén hoi, "Moi
chuyén 6n cht, thwa cau?"

Toi ngudc len, deo kinh ram lén, guong cuoi.

"Ua."

Blair goi t6i bubi t6i truede khi toi di.

"Pung di," co noi.

"Anh sé chi di hai thang thoi ma."

"D6 la mot khoang thoi gian dai.”

"Nam nao hé chang dén."

"D la mot khoang thoi gian dai."

"Anh sé vé. Chang lau dén thé dau."

"Cho that, Clay."

"Em phai tin anh."

"Em khong tin."

"Em phai tin."

"Anh néi doi."

"Khéng, anh khong noi doi."
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Va trwde khi di, t6i doc mot bai bao trén Los Angeles Magazine vé mot
con duvong mang tén Sierra Bonita & Hollywood. Mot con duong toi da lai
qua nhiéu lan. Bai bao cho biét c6 nhitng nguwdi chay trén con dudng nay va
trong thay ma, nhitng béng ma ctia mién Tay hoang da. T6i doc thdy nguoi
ta bat gap dam nguoi da dé cwdi ngwa, chi quan doc nhitng méanh kho trén
nguoi, r6i mot nguwoi dan 6ng mang riu thoat cai da bién mat, bi quang
chong cho qua khung ctta s6 m@ toang. Mt d6i vg chong gia néi rang mot
nguoi da do xuat hién trong phong khach cua ho trén Sierra Bonita, ri ram
niém than chi. Mot ngudi dan 6ng dam sam vao mot cay co vi trong thay
mot co xe ngwa bi che khuat doc dwong di nén phai ngoat tay 1ai.

Khi t6i di, trong phong chang c6 gi nhiéu nhan, trit hai cuén sach, ti vi,
dan stereo, ném, ap phich Elvis Costello v&i d6i mat van ng6 tran tran ra
ngoai ctra s6, hdp giay véi md anh cua Blair trong ta twdng. Ngoai ra con
mot tdm ap phich in phong canh California ma t6i da ghim Ién twong. Mot
trong nhitng cai ghim roi xudng, tdm 4p phich thi cii k¥, rach buom &
khoang gitra, treo x0c xéch trén twong.

Toi do, toi lai xe t6i Topanga Canyon va dau xe gan mot vong du quay
vang vé cii ky van con ditng do, 1é loi trén thung lling, trong tron, lang 1é.
T cho dang ditng t6i nghe thay tiéng gié thoi qua hém nui. Vong du quay
khé chuyén dong. Mat con s6i tru. Nhitng cai 1éu vo phan phat trong gié
am. Pa téi luc quay lai. To6i ¢ nha cling 1au r6i.

Khi con @ Los Angeles, tdi c6 nghe bai hat cia mot ban nhac dia phvong.
Bai hat mang tén Los Angeles, c6 10i 1€ va hinh dnh tho bao, gay gat t&i
mic né c¥ vang vong trong tam tri t6i nhiéu ngay. Nhitng hinh anh ma vé
sau t6i md&i nhan ra la riéng tw, khong phai do bat ky mot nguwdi quen nao
cta toi chia sé. Nhitng hinh anh t6i nhin thay la nhitng con ngudi phat dién
phat r6 vi song trong thanh pho. Hinh anh cac 6ng bo, ba me déi khat va
thiéu thén t¢i mic an thit ca con cai minh. Hinh dnh nhitng thanh thiéu nién
trac tudi toi, dirng trén mat duwong rai nhwa nguwdce 1én troi va 16a mat duwdi
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anh nang. Nhitng hinh anh ay ctt bam riét 1ay toi ngay ca khi t6i da roi khoi
thanh phd. Nhitng hinh anh bao lyc va tan nhan dén mitc dwong nhw chiing
la diéu duy nhat ggi nhé vé thanh phd nay mot thoi gian dai sau do. Sau khi
toi bé di.

Chii thich
(1)Nghta 1a "Tir chéi".

(2)76 la tén ctia mot hé thong tram xang tai My.
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