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Gidi thiéu
No Iuc bién wéc mo thanh hién thuc.

Mot cau chuyén cam dong va day cuon hiit vé tudi tré ddam mo wé'c va
no lyc dé bién giac mo thanh hién thuc.

Cau bé Homer Hickam sinh ra tai Coalwood - mot vung mo ngheo héo
lanh cia mién Tay Virginia, My. Twong lai ctua da s6 tré em Coalwood la
trd thanh thg mo; Homer vGi stc hoc trung binh va khong c6 mot nang
khiéu dac biét nao, cling sé khé long thoat khéi ving dat dy. Nhung mot
ngay kia, khi duwgc ching kién vé tinh Sputnik ctia Nga bay ngang bau troi,
cau bé 14 tud6i bong bung 1én niém khao khat ché tao tén lita dé kham pha
vii tru. Homer tap hgp nhém ban than lai dé ché tao tén lira. Va trai hoa tién
dau tién khong bay 1én bau trgi dém nhw cac ban tré mong muén ma nhw
mot trdi bom lam no tung hang rao veon héng ctia me, bién Homer thanh
mot “hién twgng” chang ldy gi lam hay ho trong thi tran. Mac du vay, nguoi
me tuyeét vOi va khac nguwoi cua Homer lai ra stic ting ho cho y twéng “dien
r6” ctia con, bat chdp sy ngan can cta ngudi chong. Ba mudn gieo vao long
con trai m6t khat vong, mot niem dam mé dé cdu c6 thé tim ra con duong
thoat khoi khu mo, viing dat ma theo ba dang dan tan lui vi sy can kiét tai
nguyen.

Nho s ho trg cia me va c6 gidao day hoa Riley, Homer da thanh 1ap T6
chitc tén Itva Big Creek. Nhitng ban tré ay phai d6i mat vGi biét bao rao can
- rao can ve tri thitc, nhitng khé khan vé vat chit va ca rao can vo hinh tw
ban be, gia dinh - nhitng ngwoi khong tng ho dy an cua ho. Ty may mo
nghién cttu khoa hoc, nhitng trai hoa tién dau tién mang lai cho nhéom
khong it rac roi cung nhitng bi hai kich cwdi ra nwdc mat. Cac ban tré nay
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da no lyc bang moi cach, ké ca viéc vo tinh vi pham phap luét, dé tim kiém
cac nguyén vat liéu ché tao tén Itra...

Vi quyét tam va niém mo wdc duge gia nhap doi ngii ky sw NASA dé
kham pha vii tru, Homer va cac ban titng budc chinh phuc dwgc bau troi
Coalwood va tinh cam cua ngwoi dan vung mo nay. Nhom ban tré da dat
duwgc huy chwong vang tai Hoi chg Khoa hoc Toan quoc nam 1960 vdi sang
ché cua ho.

Doi dong vé Nhirng cdu bé hoa tien

Dam mo wéc va bién wéc mo thanh hién thyc - d6 chinh 1a mot trong
nhitng thong diép chinh cta cudn sach nay. “Tén Iira khong bay lén néu
khong dugc ai cham ngoi” - O’Dell, mot thanh vien cua nhom thuwong lap
di 1ap lai cau noi nay. Nhitng qua tén ltta cling nhv nhitng khat vong cua
tudi tré va nhitng khat vong ay sé mai chi la mo wéc néu khéng c6 mot ai
“cham ngoi” cho ching. Tubi tré luén tran day hoai bao 16n, song lam sao
dé bién chung thanh hién thyc lai 1a cd m6t hanh trinh day gian nan ma
cling that thu vi néu ai dam vugt 1én chinh minh nhw nhitng cau bé ving
mo ngheo x1t Coalwood. Mot lan khi ngam nhin mat trang, nhitng cau bé
héa tién nhén ra rang tir khi quan tdm dén van dé kham pha vii tru thi moi
khai niém vé mat trang da thay doi. “Chung t6i phong di mét chiéc phi
thuyén nho, vuot qua khoi gidi han vdt ly ctia né; vuot qua nhitng rdng nui
cheo leo, qua khdi nhitng sv Itra déi va nwéc mdt cua nhirng phdan doi gay
gat ban dau; nguong mé nhitng miéng nti Itta, nhitng vung téi va nhirng
ngon nui ctia mdt trdng. Vdy thi mét ngay nao do, t6i tu nhu rdng chting toi
sé dén do.”

Chinh cau bé Homer Hickam, nhan vat chinh va la tac gia cta cudn sach,
sau nay da tr@ thanh mot ky sw NASA dung nhue mo wdc thud nho. Pung
nhw nhan xét cnaa tién si Mark A. Hill, Gidm doéc Vién Gido duc quoc té
Hoa Ky (IIE) tai Viéet Nam, “...cau chuyén cua Homer Hickam, mot cau
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chuyén vé hy vong, kién tri, thang vwrot nghich canh khéng chi gigi han &
nwédc My, ma la mét cau chuyén pho quat dién ra & moi quoc gia trén dia
cau nay. Nhitng cdu bé héa tién ké vé niém tin, “mot niém tin vitng chac
vao mot diéu gi d6 khong cé chitng ct,” niém hy vong vé diéu minh chwa
tirng thay.” Va su chan thyc ctia cudn sach da tao nén sic lay dong 16n véi
trai tim doc gia.

Nhitng cdu bé héa tién la mot tac pham day sitc cudn hiat véi gidi tré.
Bén canh cau chuyén ché tao tén lira, tac gia da dwa ngudi doc dén véi mot
vung dat My héo lanh thudc mién Tay Virginia, khdm pha cudc song cta
nhitng ngwoi thg mé nhitng nam 1950. Tac pham that gan giii v6i nhitng
cau chuyén tinh yéu ngot ngao va ciling khéng kém phan chua x6t, nhitng
tran tré cda tudi tré... Tac gid da khac hoa nhitng chan dung nhan vat that
song dong, chan thyc. Homer Hickam duwgc ngoi ca la mét nguwdi ké chuyén
tai tinh va rat c6 duyén, ngudi da xda nhoa ranh gigi cua tiéu thuyét va hoéi
ky. Diéu d6 khién cho Nhitng cdu bé héa tién cé sitc lan téa 16n dén hang
triéu ngwoi doc trén thé gidi.

Cuon sach dugce dich ra 8 thit tiéng va dwge sy don nhan néng nhiét cua
rat nhiéu treong pho thong, dai hoc trén toan nwdc My, tré thanh dong luc
dé cac ban tré hoc tap, nghién cttu trong nhiéu linh virc khoa hoc, nghé
thuat. Nam 1999, b6 phim October Sky ra doi dwa theo c6t truyén cua
Nhitng cdu bé héa tién cling thic si tao nén mot con sot trén man bac.

Tai Viét Nam, trong thang 8 vira qua, Vién Gido duc quoc té Hoa Ky
(IIE) ciling da phat dong mot cudc thi “Bién giac mo thanh hién thuc”
(Turning dreams into reality), dra trén cdm hitng ctia tdc pham Nhirng

cdu bé héa tién, danh cho hoc sinh, sinh vién trén ca nuwéc.

Doi dong ve tdc gida
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Homer H. Hickam (19/2/1943), sinh trudng tai Coalwood, mién Tay
Virginia, My. Ong t6t nghiép truong trung hoc Big Creek vao ndm 1960,
sau d6 la Cao Pang K¥ Thuat Virginia va nhan bang c nhan Ky sw Cong
nghiép vao nim 1964. Ong ciing 1a mot cyu chién binh M§ tai Viét Nam.
Trong thoi gian nay, ong bat dau viét sach, hau hét la vé nhitng chuyén
phiéu lru dwédi bién va vé sau la vé nhitng cudc chién cia My trong Thé
Chién Thit 2. Sau dé 6ng lam viéc cho NASA, huan luyén cac phi hanh gia
vé nhitng kién thitc va kinh nghiém khoa hoc khi 1én dén quy dao. Homer
Hickam dugc xép vao danh sdch mdt trong nhitng tac gia c6 sach ban chay
nhat tai My.

Homer Hickam la tac gid ctia hai cu6én sach duwgc hoan nghénh thoi
“hau” Nhitng cdu bé héa tien: Con duwong Coalwood (The Coalwood Way-
2000) va Bau troi dd (Sky of Stone - 2001). Ong ciing viét Giao 16 Torpedo
(Torpedo Junction - 1989), Tré lai mdt trang (1999) va nhiéu tiéu thuyét
khac, tac pham md&i nhat 1a Chiéc mii bdo h6 mau doé (Red Helmet - 2008).

Pau thang 9.2009, Homer H. Hickam cé chuyén viéng tham Viét Nam
dé tro chuyén véi sinh vién ¢ Ha N6i va TP.HCM xung quanh chu dé “Bién
wdc mo thanh hién thye”. Bong thdi, tac gid cling tham gia trao giai cho
cudc thi Turning dreams into reality, do IIE t6 chiic.

Nhdn xét cua bdo chi quoc té vé Nhirng cdu bé hoa tien

“[Hickam] la m6t nguwdi ké chuyén tai tinh (...) Chac chan rang day la
cau chuyén ma tac gia ké cho chinh ban than minh. Mot cau chuyén day thu
vi va trong sy nghiép cia Homer H. Hickam, Jr., ong da vugt qua rao can
cudc song dé trd thanh mot k§ sw NASA, huan luyén cac phi hanh gia truée
khi vao khong gian - chinh diéu d6 da lam cho cu6n sach nay thuwc sy khac
biét.” - The New York Times Book Review
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“Hickam c6 mot cau chuyén tuyét voi dé ké cho ching ta... Nhitng cdu
bé héa tién chac chan sé ggi nén mot noi hoai nhé trong long bat ky ai da
tirng 16n 1én & thoi ky dau cta cudc dua vao vii try, nhung cau chuyén nay
con hon thé nita...” - The Philadelphia Inquirer

“M0ot cau chuyén soi ndi dwa ra mot van dé dac sac... thong diép cna
niém hy vong trong mot thoi dai cia sy hoai nghi.... Co6 1€ tat ca ching ta
c6 mot diéu gi do dé hoc tir sdu cau bé, nhitng ngwoi da dam vugt qua moi
gigi han... va quyét tam gti nhitng gidc mo vit 1én trdi cao.” -The San
Diego Union-Tribune

“That kho quén... Khong giong nhu nhiéu héi ky khac, cudn sach nay
mang dén cho doi song khong chi kinh nghiém ctia mot cad nhan. N6 con
mang dén cho doi s6ng mot thi tran da mat ctia Coalwood, mién Tay
Virginia.” - USA Today
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LOI TRI AN
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Danh tdng Me, Cha

va nhitng nguoi 0 Coalwood
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1.OI NOI PAU

O! T6i vuot thoat dugc roi
Tro6i budc oan khién trai dat
Va t6i nhdy mua gitra troi
Trén doi canh vui chat ngat
Toi leo vé phia mat troi
Chung niém ngd nghiéng hoan lac
Cung may nang roi rang ngoi
- T6i lam du diéu kinh ngac -
Quay vong, vut len, lwon bay,
Trén chén thinh khong ngap nang
Phéng chiéc phi thuyén ngat ngay
Rugt gid troi bao la vang

Lén mién nang loa say sua
Lén nita cao xanh 16ng 1ong
Lwon bay mdc sttc tha ho
Cudi trén khong trung gié 1ong
Tim dau mot canh son ca
Dai bang ciing khong thdy béng
Buéc vao khong gian thanh thiéng,
Hon t6i lang yén bay bong.
Toi chia tay ra,

Cham vao thanh nhan Thuwong Dé

High Flight, John Gillespie Magee, Jr. (viét nam 1941)

Tén Itra sé khong bay néu khong dwgc cham ngoi!
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(Jimmy “O’Dell” Carol, mot thanh vién ctia nhém “Nhitng cau bé hoa
tién”)

Ban mo wéc sé lam gi vGi doi minh? Cam hing ctia ban bat nguon tw
dau? Diéu gi “cham ngoi” cho ban? Trén didy méi chi la mét vai trong so
nhitng chu dé ctia Nhitng cdu bé hoa tién (Rocket Boys), cau chuyén c6 that
vé m6t cau bé ngwoi My nudi wéc mo doi doi, nhitng mo wéc bat dau chay
bdéng vao mot t6i thang mudi lanh 18o cach day hon niva thé ky khi cau dam
dam nhin 1én bau troi day sao dé mong thap thoang thay dwgc chiéc vé tinh
dau tién bay trén quy dao trai dat.

Tuy 16n 1én ¢ Coalwood, mién Tay Virginia, mot thi trdn nhé cha yéu
song bang nghé lam mé than, nhung cau chuyén cia Homer Hickam, mot
cau chuyén vé hy vong, kién tri, thang vugt nghich canh khong chi gidi han
¢ nudc My, ma la mot cau chuyén pho quat dién ra & moi quoc gia trén dia
cau nay. Nhitng cdu bé héa tién ké vé niém tin, “mot niém tin vitng chac
vao mot diéu gi do6 khong cé chitng c,” niéem hy vong vé diéu minh chwa
tirng thay.

S6 phan va lich s dwa day, lam cho cudc doi cia Homer Hickam da co
nhitng ky niém khong phai m¢ véi Viét Nam trong thoi gian 6ng song &
day vao nhirng nam 60, mot dat nwdc vdi day ray nhitng cau chuyén thwong
cam, nhitng tdm gwong vé niém tin, sy kién tri, va chién thang trong cac
hoan canh bat loi nhat. Nam 2006, khi lan dau tién t6i cho chiéu October
Sky, mot bo phim cua Hollywood 1ay cot truyén tir cuoc doi ctia Homer
Hickam, cho mot nhom sinh vién & Ha NOi, ong da nho toi thay mat ong
chuyén dén théng diép sau day:

Quy khdn gia Viét Nam dén xem by phim October Sky thdn mén,
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T6i cam thdy vinh dv duoc cdc ban xem bé phim vé chuyén doi t6i. Cdc
ban nén biét rdng téi da ting dén dat nwdc cua cdc ban cdch ddy nhiéu
ndm vao thoi chién cung vdi nhiéu thanh nién My khdc. T6i dén vdi nhiéu
ngo nhdn vé cdc ban. Khi ra di t6i mang theo mét tinh yéu sdu sdac doi voi
dat nwéc va con nguai Viét Nam va t6i van khéng thé quén duwoc cdc ban.
Vé nhiéu phuong dién, téi van chwa hé roi bé nhirng thung liing va nili non
xanh biéc & Tay Nguyén, vi nhitng hinh anh dé van la mét phan cua doi toi,
khéng kém gi so vdi thi trdn mé than bé nho Coalwood & My la noi toi da
6n lén.

Nhv cdc ban sé thdy trong phim, tir hoi nhé tén lira da la niem dam mé
cua téi, mét dam mé da duva to6i dén mot twong lai xdn lan. Toéi hy vong bd
phim sé gitip cdc ban thdy duoc nhitng khd ndng tuyét voi tiem tang trong
moi chting ta. Muon thanh coéng phdi c6 mo wéc trudc dd, vi vay téi khan
khodn xin cdc ban hdy nudi nhitng hoai bdo I6n. Sau do, véi mét tinh than
lac quan va niém hy vong khong bao gio tat, cdc ban lam viéc cham chi va
roi mo’ woc cua cdc ban sé thanh hién thuc. Té6i cam doan vdi cdc ban nhu
thé.

Niém dam mé tudi tré cia Homer Hickam la cung ban bé ché tao tén Itra.
Mo wdéc ctaa ong lic dé la “vudt khoéi nhitng tréi budc cta trai dat” bang
cach tr@ thanh nha phi hanh. Tiép do6 la nhitng thang ngay ¢ Viét Nam, roi
sau khi tr¢@ vé My, vao mot ngay ctia nam 1969, 6ng bat dau theo dudi mot
dam mé khac nita: viét van. Mac dau F. Scott Fitzgerald da c6 mét cau noi
rat noi tiéng la: “Trong v& kich cudc doi cta nguwdi My khong hé c6 hoi
hai,” nhuvng Homer Hickam vé sau da tir mot ky sw thanh cong cia NASA
(Co quan Hang khong va Khong gian Hoa Ky) dé dang chuyén thanh mot
nha van c6 sach ban chay nhat khi tdc pham thit hai ctia 6ng, Nhitng cdu bé
héa tién, dwgc phat hanh nam 1998. Cuén nay da dugc dich sang tam thi
tiéng va duwgc dwa vao chwong trinh hoc ctia nhiéu treong & My cling nhu &
cac nudc khac.
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Vao nhitng nam 60 khi con la mot cau bé, tri twéng twgng cua toi ci bi
cuén theo nhitng chuyén bay vao vii tru va 1én mat trang. Nhitng lan doi
theo cac chuyén phiéu lwu vao khong gian nhw vay da gidp toi y thitc thém
vé khd nang cta con nguwoi va nhitng gi con ngudi c6 thé thyce hién duoc.
Nho vay, cong thém trai nghiém & nhitng noi t6i di qua va nhitng con nguoi
toi da gap go, trong toi da nhom 1én mot ngon lva va toi hinh dung ra dvugc
nhitng thé gidi khac, nhitng cach song va sinh hoat khac ma t6i sé trai
nghiém trén con dwong sv nghiép twong lai.

Vé phan Homer, cac yéu to thanh cong thi nhiéu va da dang. P6 la sy két
hop gitta m6t dang la sy chuyén can, long tin vao ban than va kha nang cta
minh; mét dang la sy ho tro tir phia nhitng nguwoi da néu guwong va day do
kém cdp 6ng. D6 la mot nha khoa hoc tén Itra noi ti€ng ma o6ng chwa bao
gio c6 dip gap g0; mot ba me yéu thwong cham s6c 6ng vo b va gép phan
nudi dudng wéc mo cua 6ng; mot giao vien da s6m nhan ra kha nang cta
ong va quyét dinh “gi niém tin vao nhitng tré em thiéu may man” ma néu
cac em dugc tiép tuc hoc 1én cao sau trung hoc thi chang khac gi duwoc giai
phong va citu thoat; mot cong dong cudi cung da ditng sau luwng 6ng; va
mot nhém ban than, nhitng ngudi ban tam giao tri ky, cung cé chung véi
ong mot quan niém soéng rat khac v6i quan niém song ma hau hét moi
nguoi chon cho minh hay dugc ngwoi khac chon cho minh. Tham chi viéc
mot s6 nguwdi ngan ngai khong mudn ung ho ong, ké cd mot s6 nguoi than
nhat, cling da la dong lyc gitp 6ng thanh cong.

Nhitng dnh hwéng mang tinh bién cai noéi trén da gitip cho Homer
Hickam vugt ra khoi nhitng han hep ctia mot tu6i tho tinh 1é. Bay chinh la
1y do 6ng hoc ché tén Itra va tén ltra ctia 6ng da bay dwgc, mang vé cho 6ng
huy chwong tai Hoi chg khoa hoc quoc gia, r6i di hoc dai hoc, tré thanh
mot ky su cia NASA (tuy khong duwgc lam phi cong vii try, nhung lai la
nguwoi gidp cac phi céng vii tru thang dugc trong lwc va bay vao khong
gian), va cudi cung tr@ thanh mot nha van chuyén nghiép, &ng véi 10i thay
gido 16p ba tién bao rang dén mot lic 6ng sé song bang nghé viét van.
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Lan dau tién to6i gap Homer Hickam la vao nam 2006, khong phai truc
tiép, ma qua mot email t6i giti cho 6ng va dugc ong tra 10i ngay - mot bang
chitng hung hon cho thay Internet va dat nwdc Viét Nam c6 kha nang mang
con nguwoi dén vdi nhau nhw thé nao. Trong email do, véi tw cach 1a mot
nguwoi My dang song tai dat nwdc Viét Nam hoa binh, tién b, t6i moi 6ng,
mot nguwdi My da tirng ¢ Viét Nam lic chién tranh, dinh tré, dén cho t6i
choi néu 6ng cé y dinh qua Viét Nam. Luc do6 ong tra 10i la “cé 1€ doi sé
dwa day cho t6i tré lai Viét Nam. Néu dwoc vay, toi rat mong lai phiéu du
mot chuyén trén vung dat quen xwa.”

Thé la nhitng dun dui trong mot chuoi sy kién da dwa cau chuyén di tron
mot chu ky va mong wéc “lai phiéu du mot chuyén trén vung dat quen xwa”
dang tré thanh hién thyc vGi viéc xuat ban ban tiéng Viét ctia Nhitng cdu bé
héa tién va Homer Hickam sang tham Viét Nam nam 2009. Phai chang la
s0 phan? C6 1é. C6 mot diéu toi biét chac, do la sy kién nay 1a mot mén qua
quy gia cho nhitng ban tré sé doc tac pham cta 6ng va dén nhan thong diép
“bién wdc mo thanh hién thyc” ctia 6ng. Pay cling la mén qua quy cho
Hickam, vi truéc d6 ong da tirng viét: “Cac ban Viét Nam yéu quy cua t6i
oi, hdy hanh phiic va phon vinh. Cac ban sé s6ng mai trong tim t6i.”

Mark A. Ashwill™

Ha Noi, Viét Nam
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FOREWORD

Oh! I have slipped the surly bonds of Earth
And danced the skies on laughter-silvered wings;
Sunward I’ve climbed, and joined the tumbling mirth
Of sun-split clouds, - and done a hundred things
You have not dreamed of - wheeled and soared
and swung
High in the sunlit silence. Hov’ring there,

I’ve chased the shouting wind along, and flung
My eager craft through footless halls of air...

Up, up the long, delirious, burning blue
I’ve topped the wind-swept heights with easy grace
Where never lark, or even eagle flew -
And, while with silent, lifting mind I've trod
The high untrespassed sanctity of space,
Put out my hand, and touched the face of God.

High Flight by John Gillespie Magee, Jr.
(Written in 1941)
A rocket won’t fly unless somebody lights the fuse!

(Jimmy “O’Dell” Carroll, one of the “Rocket Boys”)
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What do dream of doing with your life? Where is your wellspring of
inspiration? What “lights your fuse”? These are just some of the themes of
Rocket Boys, a true story about an American boy whose dreams of a better
life were ignited one chilly October evening over a half century ago as he
gazed expectantly into a starlit sky to catch a glimpse of the first satellite to
orbit the Earth.

Although Homer Hickam grew up in Coalwood, West Virginia, a small
town whose existence was built on mining coal, his story of hope,
persistence, and overcoming adversity is a universal one played out in
countries around the globe. Rocket Boys is a story about faith, “a firm belief
in something for which there is no proof,” hope in the unseen.

As fate and history would have it, Homer Hickam’s life has also been
indelibly touched by Vietnam, a country filled with heart-wrenching and
inspirational stories of faith, perseverance and victory against all odds,
where he spent some time during the 1960s. In 2006, when I first screened
October Sky, the Hollywood movie based on Mr. Hickam’s life story, for a
group of university students in Hanoi, Homer asked me to share this
message on his behalf:

To the people of Vietham who have come to see October Sky: I feel
honored that you have come to see my story. You should know that I came
to your country years ago along with many other young Americans at a
time of war. I arrived with so many misperceptions about you. I left with a
profound love for Vietnam and the Vietnamese and I still cannot get you out
of my mind. In so many ways, I have never left the emerald green valleys
and mountains of the Central Highlands. They are as much a part of my
history as Coalwood, the little mining town in the United States where I
grew up.
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As you will see, rockets were my passion when I was a boy. That passion
led me to a wonderful future. I hope the movie will help you to see the
marvelous possibilities we all have within ourselves. To succeed first
requires a dream so please, please dream big. Then, along with eternal
optimism and hope, hard work will make your dream come true. This is my
promise to you.

Homer Hickam’s youthful passion was building rockets with his friends
and his dream was “to slip the surly bonds of Earth” by becoming an
astronaut. Later, it was his experience in Vietham and that day in 1969
when, after returning home, he began to pursue another passion of his:
writing. Defying F. Scott Fitzgerald’s famous quote that “There are no

»

second acts in American lives,” Homer Hickam later segued from a
successful career as a NASA (National Aeronautics and Space
Administration) engineer into that of a best selling author when his second
book, Rocket Boys, was published in 1998. It has since been translated into

eight languages and is studied in many U.S. and international schools.

As a child of the 1960s, my imagination was captured by space flights
and trips to the moon. These extraterrestrial adventures through which I
lived vicariously contributed to my sense of what human beings were
capable of and what was possible. That, along with travel and contact with
people different from me, lit a fire deep inside and helped me to envisage
other worlds and ways of being and doing that laid out a personal and
professional path before me.

For Homer the ingredients of success were many and varied. A
combination of hard work, belief in himself and his abilities. The support of
role models and mentors - a famous rocket scientist he never got the chance
to meet, a parent who provided unconditional love and nurturing that
helped keep his dream alive, a teacher who recognized his potential and
chose to “believe in the unlucky ones,” for whom higher education was a
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form of liberation and salvation, learning from failure, a community that
ultimately rallied behind him, and a close-knit group of friends, soul mates,
who shared his vision of a life that veered away from the path that most
chose, or was chosen for them. Homer was even driven to succeed by those
who begrudged him their support, including some closest to him.

These transformative influences enabled Homer Hickam to break the
bonds of his insular childhood. It is why he learned how to build rockets
that could fly, won the (U.S.) National Science Fair, attended college,
became a NASA engineer (alas, not an astronaut, but someone who helped
others defy gravity and lift off into space), and, ultimately, a professional
writer, fulfilling the prophesy of his third grade teacher, who predicted he
would some day make his living as a writer.

I first met Homer Hickam, virtually speaking, in 2006, when I sent him
an e-mail and received a quick reply, a poignant testament to the power of
the Internet and Vietnam to bring people together. I extended an invitation,
from one American here in a time of peace and progress to another who
was here in a time of war and dislocation, to meet with me if he ever
planned on traveling to Vietnam. His initial reply was “maybe something
will happen that will lead to my return. If so, I look forward to a new
adventure in an old place.”

So it is through this serendipitous chain of events that the story comes
full circle and the “new adventure in an old place” becomes a reality with
the publication of a Vietnamese edition of Rocket Boys and Homer
Hickam’s 2009 visit to Vietnam. Is it destiny? Perhaps. What I know for
sure is that it is a precious gift to the young people who read his book and
hear his message about turning dreams into reality, and to Mr. Hickam, who
once wrote to people here: “Please be happy and prosperous, my dear
friends of Vietnam. You will live in my heart forever.”
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Mark A. Ashwill”

Hanoi, Vietnam
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1. COALWOOD

CHO DPEN KHI bét dau ché tao va phong tén lira, toi khong biét rang noi
minh sinh ra dang ton tai chién tranh, dé la nhitng cudc chién khong vay
mau luon deo dudi bac lam cha me vé chuyén con cai sé song thé nao trong
twong lai; va bo me toi cling khong ngoai 1€. To6i khong biét rang sau khi
mot c6 gai lam tan nat trai tim ban sé c6 mot c¢6 gai divc hanh khac (it nhat
la trong tdm hon) c6 thé han gan lai né trong cung mdt dém. Va toi cling
khong biét rang entanpi suy giam trong qua trinh hoi tu cé thé bién doi
thanh dong nang phan lyc néu cé thém qua trinh phan ky. Néi chung, do la
nhitng gi t6i rat ra, con nhitng thang nhoc khac lai kham pha ra nhitng ly 1é
riéng cua chiing khi ching toi ché tao tén Itra.

Coalwood, mién Tay Virginia, noi toi 16n 1én, duwgc xay dung nham phuc
vu cho viéc khai thac hang triéu tan than den mém nam dwdi long dat. Vao
nam 1957, khi t6i vira 14 tu6i va bat dau ché tao tén lira, cé6 khoang 2.000
nguoi sinh song tai Coalwood. B6 t6i, Homer Hickam, lam cong viéc giam
sat mo, va nha ching t6i ndm cach 16i vao mo (mot ham thang ding sau
gan 243m) chi vai tram mét. T ctta s6 phong nga, t6i cé thé thay cai thap
bang thép den toa lac trén dwong ham ctung nhitng ngwoi cong nhan tat ta ra
vao mo lam viéc.

Tai mot dwong ham khéc, c6 nhiéu dwong ray dan t6i day, la noi dugc
dung vao viéc chuyén ché than ra ngoai. Noi boc d& va phan loai than goi
la “nha than”. Vao nhitng ngay trong tuan, va ngay ca nhitng thit bay dep
troi, toi co thé thay hang doan xe than den chay vao nha than, chat day céac
dot hang; va roi nhitng dau may xe Itta phun khéi mu mit kéo ching roi
bén. Sudt ca ngay, am thanh am 1 phat ra tr pitténg ctia nhitng dau xe lira
hoi nwéc vang rén khap thung liing nho ctia ching toi, ca thi trdn rung 1én
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theo tirng tiéng rit chéi tai cta thép cham vao nhau moi khi doan tau
chuyén banh. Tang tang 16p 16p khoi bui than béc 1én tir cac toa tau khong
mui che 1dp moi thi, len 16i qua nhitng khung ctta s6 va trudn vao dudi
nhitng canh ctra nha. Trong sudt tudi tho t6i, moi khi t6i giti chan, mét 16p
bot den lap lanh tung ra tredc mat. Moi lan t6i thdo giay vao ban dém, doi
tat cua toi déu nhuom bui than den kit.

Nha cta ching t6i, nhw tat ca nhitng nha khac & Coalwood, déu thudc s&
hitu ctia cong ty. Cong ty tinh mot khoan tién thué nhé hang thang va ty
dong trtt vao lwong thg mo. Mot s6 nha trét nhé chi c6 mot hay hai phong
ngu. SO con lai la nha mot tang danh cho hai hd @, trvdc day dung lam nha
tro cho dam thg mo doc than vao nhitng nam 1920 thinh vuong; sau do
duwgc phan ra thanh nha riéng cho nhiéu gia dinh tri ngu vao thdi ky Suy
thodi kinh té. Ct* mo6i nam nam, tat ca nhitng can nha déu dugc cong ty son
lai mau trang nhung réi ching nhanh chéng chuyén thanh mau xam do bui
than. Cho nén moi do xuan sang, tirng gia dinh déu ty dong xit nwdc, cha
rira bén ngoai cho nha ctra sach sé hon.

MOoi can nha & Coalwood s& hitu mot khoang san vudng vdi hang rao che
chan. Nha t6i c6 dugce khodng san to nhat thi tran; noi d6 Me t6i trong mot
vuon hong. Pé cham séc nd, ba vac trén vai cd bao tai dat tir nhitng ngon
ndi vé, roi bén phan, twdi nwdc va ti mi tia tot tirng bui hong. Roéi khi xuan
dén ha sang, ba dugc twong thwdng vdéi nhitng déa hong dé tham cung
nhitng nu phét hong, vang nha con chim chim; tit ca toat ra cac sac mau
16ng lay twong phan manh mé véi mau xanh day dac cua ritng cay bao boc
xung quanh chiing t6i va v6i mau den, xam ctia khu mé dau duong.

Nha t6i nam ngay goc dwong, noi dai 10 ré vé phia dong hwdng dén khu
mo. Ngoai ra con c6 mot con dudng dugc cong ty ma dan tdi trung tam thi
tran. N6 dugc goi la dwong Cai, chay dai xuéng thung lting, nhiéu doan nhé
dén noi mot cau bé c6 doi tay khde c6 thé ném hon da tir bén nay sang bén
kia dwong. Vao moi budi sang suot ba nam trudc khi 1én cap 3, toi dap xe
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v6i chiéc tii to dung bang vai bat trang quang ngang vai di giao tQ
Greenfield Daily Telegraph dugi thung ling do, bang qua truwong
Coalwood, ngang nhitng day nha nam doc theo con song nho, réi 1én dén
nhitng khu khac déi dién vdi day nii. Cach duwong Cai mot dam la mét 1ong
chdo 16n trong nhitng ngon nui, hinh thanh nén hai nhanh song giao nhau.
Noi day hién dién van phong, nha thd, khach san Club House, cao 6c buu
dién, noi ¢ ctua bac si, nha si va ca ctra hang cua cong ty (dugc goi la Big
Store). Xa xa trén ngon doi toa lac mot ngdi nha to hinh thap phao, noi &
cta tong quan ly, nguwdi dugce phai xuéng bdi chu cta ching toi tir Ohio,
nham gidm sat moi tai sdn cta ho. Doc theo duwong Cai vé phia Tay giita
hai ngon nui hién hitu khu nha ¢ cta thg mé mang téen Middletown va Frog
Level. Hai nhanh dwong dan dén nhitng long chdo ctia cac ngon nui thang
dén nhitng khu trai “da mau” cia Mudhole va Snakeroot. Con dwong lat da
két thiic & do, va tiép theo la nhitng dwong mon mu bui, chang chit vét banh
Xe.

Trén 16i vao Mudhole, thdp thoang mot nha thd nhé bang go, dugc cai
quan bai Bitc cha Richard “Bé Nhé”. Ong duwgc gan cho céi tén “Bé Nho”
vi c6 su twong dong véi mot ca si nhac Soul. Khéng cé ai & Mudhole
Hollow dat bado ca, nhung bat ct khi nao con dv mot tQ, toi déu dé danh
cho nha tho nho nay, va nam qua thang lai, t6i va Pttc cha Richard da tr&
thanh ban cta nhau. T6i thich nhat khi 6ng ranh réi ra ngoai cong vom nha
tho, ké cho t6i mot mau chuyén trong Kinh Thanh; moi ldc nhw vay, t6i déu
ngoi chéng chan trén xe dap va lang nghe giong ké vang vong ctia ong. To6i
ddc biét ngwdng mo cai cach 6ng miéu ta khi Daniel trong hang su tir. Nhat
la khi cap mat 6ng 16i ra dién ta sy ngac nhién ctia nhitng ké bat giir Daniel,
lic ching nhin xudng va thady ngudi ti nhan dang lang thang trong ham véi
do6i tay 0m 1ay dau con su t¥ to 16n; lic day toi chi biét cwdi mot cach cam
phuc. “Pé chinh la Daniel, vang, trong 6ng dy c6 Chua,” Pitc cha tom lai
cau chuyén bang mot nu cwdi tam tim, trong khi toi van khong ngirng cuoi
rdc rich, “Va diéu do6 khién 6ng ay tré nén diing cdm. Con cau thi sao ha
con trai? Cau c6 Chua trong long hay khong?”
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To6i phai tha that rang tdi khong chac vé diéu do, nhung Pitc cha tran an
t0i: “Khong sao, Chua luén che ché cho nhitng ké ngu ngdc va say xin,” va
roi ong tiép 10i kém mot cai cwdi ngodc miéng, 16 ca chiéc rang ctra bit
vang: “Va ta nghi rang ngai sé luon doi theo con, Hickam a!” Va rat nhiéu
lan trong chuoi ngay vé sau, mai khi gap khé khan, t6i lai nghi dén Bic cha
Richard, tir nhitng diéu hai hwéc vé niém tin doi véi Chia dén théi quen wa
nghi “moi thit déu khong hoan hdo” ctia 6ng. Mdc du diéu nay khéng han
lam cho t6i diing cdm nhuw Daniel xwa kia, nhwng it nhat né luén lam cho
toi hy vong rang sé cé Chua gitp toi viegt qua gian kho.

Nha thd cua cong ty nam trén ngon doi um tum cé, noi hau hét nhitng
ngwoi da trang trong thi trdn déu lui t6i. Vao nhitng nam 50, nha tho duoc
giao pho cho mot cong nhan ctia cong ty Puc cha Josiah Lanier,

mot thanh vién cua hoi Giam Ly; va chiing t6i nghiém nhién gia nhap
vao gido phai cua nguwoi thuyét phap ma cong ty thué vé. Trudc khi gia
nhap vao hoi Giam Ly, t0i titng gia nhap hoi Tin Lanh, va c6 mot nam la
Pentecostal. Ngudi thuyét gido cia Pentecostal tirng de doa phu nit, canh
bao vé cai chét, phun Itta va lwu huynh ti buc gidng kinh. Sau khi hgp dong
ctia ngwoi nay chadm dit thi Biéc cha Lanier dén ti€p quan.

T6i tw hao vi duge song tai Coalwood. Theo nhitng gi tir cac cudn sach
lich st ctia mién Tay Virginia ghi lai thi chwa ti'ng c6 ai s6ng trong nhitng
thung liing va cac ngon doi cua tinh McDowell triéc khi ching t6i dén khai
thac than & day. Mii dén dau thé ky 19 médi c6 bo toc Cherokee™ thinh
thoang dén san ban, nhung ho cam thay rang dia hinh noi nay qua goé ghé
va chang ldy gi lam hap dan nén da khong dinh cw. M6t lan, khi do6 t6i 8
tudi, toi tim thdy mot miii tén bang da cam trén goc cua cay soi co thu da bi
chdt & ngon nui phia sau nha t6i. Me t6i bdo rang chac han da c6 mot cha
nai nao d6 da may man thoat chét ngay ay. T6i qua doi hitng thi vé kham
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phd ctia minh dén no6i ty sang tao ra mot bo toc Da Do mang tén
Coalhicans, roi c6 gang thuyét phuc nhitng dita ban choi cung téi - Roy
Lee, O’Dell, Tony, Sherman - tin rang bo toc dé that sw hién hitu. Ching
cung t6i lay nwdc ép qua mam x6i vach tirng vach 1én mat va cai 1ong ga
lén toc. Nhitng ngay sau do, bo toc nho cua nhitng tén man rg chung toi
tién hanh cac cudc dot kich va gay ra cudc tham sat rong khap Coalwood.
Chung t6i bao vay Club House, v&i nhitng cung tén bang go bach dwong va
nhitng miii tén vo hinh, ching t6i nhdam ban vao dam thg mé don 1é vira
buéc vao day sau gid lam viéc. Nhiéu ngwoi vi nuong chiéu ching t6i da
nga lan ra r6i quan quai nhw that trén bai cé dwoc cat tia can than cua Club
House. Khi chiing t6i t6 chitc mai phuc & ctta cia nha than, nhiéu thg mé bi
cuén vao cudc choi, reo ho va dap tra lai ngon Ita twéng twgng cta ching
t0i. BO t6i quan sat thay sy viéc tir van phong ctia minh va budc ra dé thiét
1ap lai trat tw. Mdc du tat ca nhitng nguoi Coalhicans gan da déu tron thoat
vé doi nui, nhwng toc tredng cua ho bi nhac nhé vao bita an khuya hém dé
rang khu mo danh cho cong viéc, khong phai dé choi dua.

Khi chiung t6i phuc kich mét s6 dira tré 16n tudi hon, ching dang dong
vai nhitng chang cao boi trén nui, trong dé c6 ca anh Jim cuda toi, thi mot
tran danh gid da no6 ra rat khoc liét. Cho dén khi Tony leo 1én cay dé quan
sat thé tran ro hon, vo tinh giam phai mot canh muc, té nhao xuéng dat gay
ca tay. Toi két mot cai cang tv nhitng canh cay nhd va ching t6i khiéng
chang chién binh vi dai vé nha. “Thay lang” Lassiter, bac si cua cong ty, 1ai
chiéc xe Packard cii ki dén nha Tony va budc vao nha. Khi nhin thay 1d
nhéc ching t6i van con deo 16ng trén dau va mat day nhitng vét mau cia
thd dan boi khi ra tran, ong tw xuwng la “thay thuoc vi dai”. “Thay lang” nan
xuwong va bé bot cho Tony. T6i van con nhé nhw in rang minh viét 1én dé
dong chit: “Nay Tony, lan sau nhd chon mot cai cay tot hon nhé!”. Cung
ndm ay, ngudi cha nhap cw tir Y ctia Tony da thiét mang trong him mo. Cau
dy cung me roi khoi thi trdn va t d6 khong con ai nghe tin titc gi vé ho
nita. Diéu nay doi véi toi khong bat thwong chut nao: Mot gia dinh &
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Coalwood can mot ngwdi bo lam viéc cho cong ty. Cong ty va Coalwood
tuy hai ma mot.

Hau hét nhitng gi t6i biét dugc vé lich sit Coalwood va cudc séng tredc
kia ctia b6 me la vao ldc ca nha quay quan tai ban an moi khi don dep xong
chén dia ctua bita an khuya. Khi do, Me thuwong nham nhi mot tach ca phe,
B6 thi thwéng thirc mot ly sita; néu ho khong tranh cai vé mot van de gi do,
ho sé ban ludn vé moi ngwdi va nhitng viéc xdy ra trong thi trdn: nhitng gi
dién ra @ khu mé, chuyén gi vira dugc dé cap tai bu6i hop mat vira r6i &
Cau lac bo Phu ntt, thinh thoang con c6 nhitng chuyén ngay xwa. Anh Jim
to ra rat ngan nghe nhitng cau chuyén nay va thuwdong lang vé phong, con toi
thi luén & lai hdo hitc thuwdng thire nhitng cau chuyén ma cha me ké.

Ong George L. Carter, ngudi sang 1ap nén Coalwood, di dén day vao
nam 1887 trén luvng maot con la, 6ng khong tim thay gi hon la khung canh
thién nhién hoang da; nhung sau mdt hoi dao bdi, 6ng da kham pha ra via
than c6 chita than bitum™ nhiéu nhét thé gidi. Sau dé, 6ng quyét tam thi
van may cua minh, mua lai vung dat tir nhitng ngudi cha da bo bé né va bat
dau xay dung khu mo. Khong chi vay, ong con cho xay cat nha ctra, trudng
hoc, nha thd, kho chita, tiém banh mi, va cd nha may san xudt nwdc da. Ong
con thué bac si va nha si vé san soc sttc khoe mién phi cho cong nhén va
nguoi nha cia ho. Nam thang qua di, khi cong ty san xuat than ctia 6ng lam
an phat dat, ong Carter cho do bé-tong nhitng via he, lat duwong, xay hang
rao cho thi trdn dé ngan 1ii bo khoi di lang thang xuéng dwong phs. Ong
Carter mudn cho cong nhan ctia minh mot noi & twom tat. Dai lai, 6ng doi
hoi ho phai lam viéc that nghiém tic. Tt do6 Coalwood tr¢ thanh mot noi
cong viéc dugc dat 1én hang dau véi day ray nhitng khé khan, dau dén, do
ban va ca chét choc nita.

Khi con cua 6ng Carter trd vé tir Thé chién thit nhat, anh dan theo nguoi
si quan chi huy cia minh, ngwdoi da tot nghiép dai hoc Stanford nhw mot ky
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s xudt sac va co kién thirc xa hoi tai hoa. Anh tén William Laird va dwgc
moi nguwoi trong thi tran kinh trong goi bang cai tén Boi Truwdng. Doi
Truong la mot nguwoi cdi mad, cao to, chirng 1,98m; anh luon coi Coalwood
la m6t phong thi nghiém, noi dem dén hoa binh, sy thinh viegng va thanh
than cho nguoi dan. Tw khi ong Carter thué anh phu trach moi qui trinh
hoat dong cua khu md, anh bat dau dp dung vao day nhitng k¥ thuat khai
thac tién tién nhat. Nhitng ham thong gié duwgc xay cat, mo-to dién tw dong
duwgc thay thé nhitng con la dé chd than tir ham mo 1én mat dat. Sau do, Boi
Truwong cho nging viéc dao bdi bang tay va thay vao dé la nhitng chiéc
may khong 16 (dwoc goi la nhitng thg mé khong ngirng nghi) dé tach than
ra khoi quang. Hon thé nita, B6i Truwdng con khuéch trwong quy mo dy an
xdy dung cta 6ng Carter. Anh cung cap cho moi thg mé mot ngbi nha tich
hop hé thdng 6ng nudc, 10 swdi dm ap vao budi sang trong phong khach va
cac thung dung than ludn dugc cong ty dé day than. Nham cung cdp nuGc
cho toan thi trdn, anh dan dwong 6ng tir mot cai hé nguyén thiy nam sau
hang nghin thwéc dudi l1ong dat. Anh con xay dung cong vién ¢ hai dau thi
tran, tai trg cho Cau lac b6 Huéng dao sinh Nam, Huwéng dao sinh Ni,
Chim Non (ni* hwéng dao sinh tir 8-11 tudi), Au sinh Huwéng dao va Cau lac
bo Phu nit. Anh tich gop sach lam thw vién treong, xay san choi cho treong
hoc va mot san béng nita. D€ gidi quyét viéc séong hay bi nhiéu do nam
khuat nui, anh dung cot ang-ten trén dinh ndi va cung cap mién phi mot
trong nhitng hé thong tivi cap dau tién tai Hiép chiing quoc Hoa Ky.

Mac du moi thit khong duge hoan hdo cho lam, tinh trang cang thang
gitta tho mo va cong ty luén xuat hién, hau hét la vé chuyén lwong bong;
nhung trong thoi gian d6 & Coalwood, nan bao lwc, ngheo déi, khon kho
van it hon rat nhiéu so véi nhitng thi trdn khac tai mién Tay Virginia. Toi
van nh@ nhitng lan ngo6i trén cau thang trong béng t6i, lang nghe Poppy,
ong ndi t6i, tro chuyén vdi B6 trong phong khach vé “ving Mingo dam
mau”, mot tinh cach thi trdn ching t6i mot con dudng. N6i Poppy tirng lam
viéc tai d6 mot thoi gian dén khi cudc chién no ra gitra lién minh thg mo va
nhitng “tham t*” cua cong ty. Hang ta nguoi thiét mang va hang tram nguoi
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bi thwong trong cudc chién khong can sitc vdi sing may, sung luc va sting
treong. Dé thoat khéi bao lwc, noi Poppy dem gia dinh t&i tinh Harlan &
Kentucky; dén khi chién tranh lai no ra & do, ho lai doi t6i tinh McDowell,
tai day, ong ndi lam viéc cho khu mé Gary. Co6 thé xem do6 1a mot sy cai
thién khong t6i, nhung & Gary van xay ra biéu tinh, nha may déng ctra va
d6 mau trién mién.

Vao nam 1934, khi B6 to6i 22 tudi, B6 vao lam thg mo cho cong ty cta
ong Carter vi ong nghe ngéng dugc rang c6é thé cd cudc song tot tai
Coalwood. Gan nhw 1ap tic, B6i Trudng da nhin thay diéu gi dé (co 1¢ la
mot tia sang le 16i tir sy thong minh chwra dwgc mai gitia) & anh chang 6m o,
nghéo déi dén tir Gary nay va ong da lam ngudi bao trg cho B6. Vai nam
sau do, DBoi Truong thang Bo 1én lam quan doc bo phan, day Bo cach quéan
ly nhan sy va van hanh khu mo, lam cho B6 tham nhuan vién canh vé mot
thi tran sung tuc.

Sau khi B6 1én lam quan doc, 6ng thuyét phuc 6ng ndi nghi viéc @ mé
Gary roi chuyén vé Coalwood, noi khong c6 hoi lién hiép va ai cling c6 thé
lam &n yén 6n noi day. Ong con viét thu cho Elsie Lavender, mét ban hoc
nit cung 16p trong treong trung hoc Gary da chuyén dén song mét minh tai
Florida, thuyét phuc c6 quay vé mién Tay Virginia dé két hon vGi ong.
Nhung c6 da tir chéi. Moi lan cau chuyén dwoc ké dén day, Me luon xen
vao va noi rang birc thw Me nhan dwgc sau dé la cia Doi Trwdng, ong da
néi cho Me biét rang B6 yéu va can Me dén mic nao, rang Me c6 thé hay
bd cai kiéu buwéng binh dy di dé quay vé Coalwood két hon véi Bo hay
khong? Me da nhan 16i ghé tham Coalwood; r6i trong mdt budi t6i di xem
phim tai Welch, B6 lai cau hon Me. Lan nay Me néi rang néu B6 c6 vo bao
thudc 1a nhai hiéu Con la Nau (Brown Mule) trong tui thi Me sé dong y; ki
la thay B6 c6 mdt bao va ho da nén duyén ti* dao ay. D6 c6 vé 1a mot quyét
dinh ma vé sau Me d6i lic hoi han nhung ciing chang thay do6i bao gio.
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Noi Poppy lam viéc & khu mé Coalwood dén nam 1943, tai nan xdy ra
khi mdt chiéc xe mo trat dwong ray can dit chan ong dén tan hang; tv do
ndi phai song sudt doi minh trén chiéc ghé. Me bao t6i, sau tai nan, noi
Poppy ludn chim trong noéi dau bat tan. Bé ngudi ngoai phan nao, 6ng doc
gan hét nhitng cudn sach trong Thu vién Tinh & Welch. Me ké rang moi khi
b6 me dén tham ong, Poppy dau dén dén mirc khéng noi dugc, va diéu nay
thwong lam B6 kho sé va tran trd khong ngudi nhitng ngay sau d6. Cudi
cling, may thay mot béac si di ké toa paregoric” cho 6ng ndi, tit khi chich
thudc déu dan, Poppy da tim dwoc chat binh yén. B6 thay rang tir bay gio
ndi Poppy chi can paregoric dé séng va Me ciing khong con thdy Poppy
doc thém cu6n sach nao tir lic dé nira.

B6 luon rat trung thanh va tan tuy lam viéc cho Boi Trwdng va cong ty
nén trong tudi tho toi co6 rat it hinh dnh ctia 6ng. Bo ludn lam viéc tai mé,
tranh tht ngu trwdc khi dén khu mé va di nghi ngay sau khi lam viéc vé.
Nam 1950, khi B6 38 tudi, 6ng bat dau bi ung thw rudt két. Vao lic dé, Bo
tang ca gap doi, dan dat mot toan thg dao sau vao mo dé pha vo tang da
khong 16 chan ngang. Doi Trudng tin rang sau 16p sa thach day dac do sé la
mot quang than 16n tiém tang. Do vay khéng con gi quan trong hon vGi Bo
bang viéc xuyén thiing vach ngan dé dé chitng minh rang Poi Trudng nghi
ding! Sau nhiéu thang bé mac nhitng triéu chitng nghiém trong ctia bénh
ung thw, B6 da ngat xiu ngay trong ham mo va cong nhan phai khiéng ong
ra ngoai. Nguoi ngoi trén xe citu thwong cung BO 1a Boi Truong (chw
khong phai Me t6i) dén bénh vién & Welch. O dé nhitng vi bac si gitip cho
B0 c6 co hoi song s6t mong manh. Trong khi D4i Truwang duwgc chirng kién
cudc phau thuat thi Me phai ngoi & phong cho tai bénh vién Stevens. Sau
khi bi cat b6 mot khiic rudt 16n, B6 lam moi ngudi ngd ngang vi ong quay
lai lam viéc chi sau mét thang. Mot thang sau do, dam chim trong viéc duc
khoan, bui mu hoa lan véi nhitng giot m6 héi man dang, toan thg mo cta
B6 da pha tan dwgc vach ngan va tim ra mot quang than den, mém, tinh
khiét chwa tirng c6. Mac du vay, khong c6 mot budi an mirng nao dién ra.
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B0 vé nha, tam rra sach sé r6i nga vui sudt hai ngay. Sau dé Bo thitc day
va di lam lai binh thuong nhv moi ngay.

Co6 it nhat mot vai lan ca nha tdi quay quan bén nhau. Khi téi con nho,
toi thit by la lic ca gia dinh di dén diém dirng chan cia Welch, cach nha
bdy dam va cach Coalwood mét qua ndi. Welch la mot thi tran thwong mai
nho nhon nhip nam canh song Tug Fork, véi nhitng con dwong nghiéng doc
tu tap day dam dong cia thg mé va gia dinh ho dén ddy mua sam. Phu ni¢
thi nguwdi dat tay, ké bong con réo tir hang nay sang hang khac. Trong khi
dé, chong cua ho litng thitng di phia sau tro chuyén véi ban be vé khai thac
mo hay vé bong bau duc, thuwong thi ho van con nguyén quan 4o va mi bao
ho lao dong trén nguoi.

Trong ltic b6 me loanh quanh & nhitng ctra hang, t6i cung anh Jim déng
do6 tai rap hat Pocahontas, xem phim cao b6i va phim phiéu lwu dai tap
cung hang tram d&a tré con nha thg mo khac. Jim khong bao gio noi
chuyén vGi nhitng dia tré khac con toi thi luon héi tham xem nhitng ban
trai hay gai ngoi canh t6i tit dau tGi. Toi luon cam thdy thich thi moéi khi
lam quen dugc vdi nhitng diva tré dén tiw nhitng noi la ling nhw Keystone
hay laeger, nhitng thi trdn khai thAc mé khac nam phia bén kia tinh. Dén
lic t6i xem xong mGt phim truyén hai tap, b6 me dén don anh em t6i di dao
quanh Welch va tiép tuc mua sam cho xong, thi cling la Itic t6i da thdm meét.
Vi vay, t6i ludn ngl guc & bang ghé sau trén duong vé nha. Khi vé dén
Coalwood, B6 thuong xoc toi 1én vai r6i cong vao giwong. D6i khi t6i chi
gid vO nga dé tan hwdéng cam gidc dugc BO nang niu, cham vao ngudi
minh.

Thay ca la sw viéc dién ra thuong ngay & Coalwood. Trwdc khi moi ca
bat dau, thg mo roi can hd ctia minh di thang dén nha than. Tai day nhitng
ngwoi thg moé vira tan ca, nhuém den trong bui than va mo hoi nhé nhai,
xép thanh mot hang khac va di chuyén tir nha than theo chiéu ngugc lai.
Su6t tir thi hai dén thit sau, nhitng hang nguwoi tdp hop lai r6i giao nhau,
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dén khi hang tram thg mé ding day cac con duong. Trong bd quan do va
mi bdo ho lao dong, ho lam cho t6i lién twdng dén cac chién si miét mai,
diing cdm noi tién tuyén trong nhitng thwdc phim phong s.

Nhu moi ngudi khac @ Coalwood, toi song theo nhip diéu cta cac ca lam
viéc. T6i bi danh thitc vao budi sang b&i nhitng budc chan nang né va tiéng
va cham lich kich cta nhitng hop com trwa khi toan thg mé ca sang di
ngoai duwong; t6i an khuya sau khi B6 giam sat xong nhitng ngwoi lam ca
dém xudng ham ma; va roi toi di nga trong tiéng bua trén de, tiéng may han
h6 quang dién kho khoc phat ra tit mot ctra hang dién may nhé trong khi ca
lam khuya dién ra véi tiéng ha vang vang gitta dém. Do6i khi, dam tré tiéu
hoc chan choi dua trong nui, khong con thich ném bong canh cac gara xe
cli hoac déng do trén khu dat trong sau nha t6i, ching t6i sé gia lam nhitng
nguwoi thg mé va gia nhap vao hang ngii cong nhan dén nha than. Bén noi,
ching to6i ditng qua mot bén, quan sat nhitng nguwdi tho budc dén vao dau
va sap xép dung cu. Mot hoi chudng vang 1én bao hiéu gio vao ham. Sau
khi ho bi nuét chitng vao long dat, moi thi¢ tré nén im ang mot cach la
thwong. Gidy phat dé dem lai cdm gidc bat an, nhung roi 1d tré con ching
toi lai ho héi quay lai véi nhitng tro choi thuong ngay, ching t6i la hét am 1
hon thuong 1€ nham pha tan nhitng phép thuat ma nha than da mé hoac
chung toi.

Coalwood dwgc bao boc béi nui ritng triung diép véi vo s6 hang dong,
mom da, giéng khi, thap bdo dong héa hoan va nhitng ham mo6 bé hoang
ludn trong cho 1t nhoc ching téi kham pha va tai kham pha khi ching toi
da trudng thanh. Mac du cac ba me ngan cam nhwng ching t6éi van choi
dtia quanh duwong ray xe ltta. Y kién thuong duge dwa ra nhat 1a dit mot
dong xu lén dwong ray roi chd cho toa xe chay ngang qua can dep n6. Moi
dia trong bon t6i déu lan lwot lam nhw vay cho dén khi xai hét khoan trg
cap nghéo nan ctia minh. C6 nin cuwdi, bon téi dung nhitng miéng dong bep
di 4y dé mua keo & ctra hang ctia cong ty. Ngwoi ban hang da qua quen véi
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viéc nay qua bao nhiéu nam nén chang buon Ién tiéng khi nhan tién; han ho
phai chita hang dong tién xu bep trong kho qua bao nhiéu thap ki.

Con dé tao ra nhitng tiéng dong, khong gi my man hon viéc tréo 1én
chiéc cau cua treong Coalwood réi ném nhitng chiéc vé chai xuéng nhitng
toa xe chd than trong rong dang chay vao nha than. Khi toa xe chat day
than va dirng lai dwéi chan cau, mot s6 cau nhéc diing cdm nhdy vao trong
ddy, vui minh dén khi than ngap t&i ngang héng. Toi cling da c6 thit mot
lan va chi vira kip thoat ra khi xe Itta bt thinh linh chuyén banh di vé Ohio.
Toi di chuyén mot cach kho khan trong déng than, leo ra cau thang bén
hong toa xe roi nhay lan xuéng dat; hai tay, cti ché va dau goi to6i nhuém
mau den cda nhitng dong than xung quanh dwong ray. Me da khong ndi tay
khi cao sach than trén ngwoi toi bang ban chai citng va xa phong Lava lam
da t6i dau buot, € am su6t mot tuan sau do.

Nhitng khi khong ra ngoai choi, téi thwong ngoi doc sach hang gio lién.
Toi cwe ki mé sach, co 18 dé 1a két qua cua nén gido duc c6 mot khong hai
cta thay c6 ¢ treong Coalwood, nhitng ngwdi dwgc ménh danh 1a “Bo Sau
Siéu Pang” - cach noi léch di ctua cum tir “cac cap tr 1 dén 6”. Qua nhiéu
ndm, sau gido vién nay da chitng kién bao thé hé hoc sinh ctia Coalwood di
qua 16p hoc ctia ho. Thay Likens, hiéu trwdng treong Coalwood, quan ly
nhitng hoc sinh cip trén mé6t cach chat ché, con lai “B6 Sau Siéu Bang”
nam dau tat ca nhitng cap 16p con lai. Viéc t6i doc sach la mot diéu rat quan
trong doi vGi sau gido vién nay. Buwdc vao 16p hai, t6i da cyc ki quen thude
va da kha nang dé thdo luan mot so chi tiét trong cudn Tom Sawyer va
Chiéc léu cua bac Tém. Riéng cudn Huckleberry Finn thi phéi dén 16p 3 toi
md&i dwge doc, cang gidu ki cudn sach dy cang giay vo sw t0 mo cua toi,
nhv thé né chita dung mot bi mat gi ghé gdm lam cua cudc song. Cudi
cung, dén khi t6i dwgc phép doc no, téi mdi hiéu rd rang né khong phai chi
don thuan 1a mot cau chuyén vé viéc két be tha tr6i song ma né ké vé mot
cau chuyén mai di vao lich stt My vé6i bao vinh quang lan 6 nhuc.
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Tu sach c6 du cac truyén hay nhue Tom Swift, Song sinh nha Bobbsey,
Nhitng nguoi khén kho, va Nancy Drew dugc dat ngay phong truedc cta
trrong va lic nao cling san sang cho hoc sinh mugn doc. T6i doc ngau
nghién, say mé dam chim vao nhitng cudc phiéu lwu trong titng cudn sach.
Khi 1én 16p 4, t6i bat dau lén thw vién cua cap 2 & tang trén, tim doc bo
truyén Nhitng con ngua den. Tai do, toi kham pha ra Jules Verne. Toi mé
man nhitng cuén sach cua 6ng, ching khong chi chita day nhitng cudc
phiéu lwu ma con néi vé nhitng nha khoa hoc, nhitng ky su tai ba v6i bao
thanh tuu, kién thitc vi dai bac nhat ma loai nguwdi luén phai theo dudi. Sau
khi tiéu héa hét s6 tdc pham cua Jules Verne, t6i luon la dita xép hang dau
tién muon nhitng cudn sach cua cac tac gia viét tiéu thuyét khoa hoc vién
twdng hien dai nhv Heinlein, Asimov, van Vogt, Clarke va Bradbury. Toi
thich tat ca, trt nhitng diéu qua strc twdng twong. Toi chang mang doc sach
vé nhitng anh hung cé thé doc dwgc y nghi cta ngudi khac, di xuyén qua
twong hay thi trién phép thuat. Nhitng anh hung ma t6i than twgng phai that
can dam va hiéu biét vé thyc t€ nhiéu hon nhitng ké chdong lai ho. Bén khi
“B0 Sau Siéu Dang” theo doi ki luc twa sich ma t6i da mwon va phat hién
ra rang c6 qua nhiéu truyén phiéu lwu va khoa hoc vién tuwéng, ho méi chi
dinh nhitng tac gia khac dé can bang lai cho t6i, nhw Steinbeck, Faulkner,
va F.Scott Fitzgerald. Duwong nhw su6t nhitng nam tiéu hoc t6i doc hai loai
sach, mot danh cho t6i va loai kia... danh cho thay co.

Vi tat ca kién thirc va sy thodi mai ma nhitng cuén sach t6i doc lic bé
dem lai, ching x6a nhoa nam thang xwa ctia t6i & Coalwood. Hau hét
nhitng thang con trai treédng thanh & Coalwood ma t6i biét déu gia nhap
quan doi hodc lam thg mo. T6i thi chang biét twong lai minh sé nhw thé
nao. Chi c6 mét diéu toi biét chac rang Me chang bao gid muon t6i tr@
thanh thg mé cad. Mot lan sau khi B6 quang tam séc cho Me, t6i nghe Me
bdo B6: “Tién anh lam chang bd ben vao dau, Homer a!”

“No6 van gitt dwgc cai mai nha nay day ba!” Bo tra 10i.
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Me tram ngam nhin tam séc, cudon né roi nhét vao tii tap dé va néi: “Néu
ong ngirng lam viéc trong cai hé dé, toi ra song duwédi goc cay cling duoc!”

Sau khi 6ng Carter ban di ham mo, n6 dugc doi tén thanh Cong ty Than
Olga. Me Iudn goi no6 la “Co Olga”. Moi khi c6 ai hoi B6 dang ¢ dau thi
Me sé tra 10i rang “dang & vGi C6 Olga day!”. Me no6i ct nhw dé la tinh
nhan ctia B6 vay.

Gia dinh bén Me khong hé chia sé cung ba vé sy 4c cam véi viéc khai
thac mo. Tat ca cac anh ctia Me - Robert, Ken, Charlie, va Joe - déu la tho
mo, va em gai Me, di Mary, cling lam vog mdét thg mé. Bat chdp tai nan
thdm khdc cia ndi, hai anh em con lai cia BO cling lam thg mo; cha
Clarence thi lam viéc trong khu mo Caretta cach Coalwood mot ngon nui,
va chi Emmett lam cho nhitng khu mé rai rac trong tinh. Em gai cta B6, c6
Bennie cling két hon véi mot thg mé tai Coalwood va song bén kia bo
song, canh nhitng ctta hang kim khi dién mday 16n. Nhung sy that veé tat ca
thanh vién hai gia dinh ctia B6 va Me déu la thg mo khong dé lai an tugng
tot gi cho Me cd! Ba c6 quan diém riéng, c6 1€ n6 hinh thanh tr ban tinh
doc lap ctia Me hay chinh bai kha nang luon nhin vao ban chat cua sy viéc
cht khéng mong wéc vién vong nhw nhitng ngudoi khac, sy vién vong ma
doi khi ngay ca Me cling mong véc n6 thanh hién thyec.

Vao moi buoi sang trwdc khi Me bat dau nghi thitc chién tranh véi bui
bam, ba thwong ngoi nham nhi tach ca phé bén ban bép, mat nhin vao biic
tranh twong dang dang dé. Me bat dau vé birc tranh nay tir khi B6 tiép quan
lai khu mo va chuyén vao & han trong nha ctia Poi Trudng. Dén mua thu
nam 1957, Me da hoan thanh dwgc bai cat, nhitng vé so va hau hét phan
bau trdi véi mét doi mong bién chao lwgn. Trong d6 cé dau hiéu xuat hién
ctia mot cay co dang 16n 1én tirng ngay. C6 vé nhw Me dang mudn vé nén
mot hién thye khac cho minh. Tr ché Me ng6i, ba c6 thé nhin thdy nhitng
bui hong va nhitng ngudi cho chim an xuyén qua cita so6 cua bitc tranh ma
nhitng chu thg moc da lap theo riéng y Me; n6 duwogc dat theo mét goc do
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dac biét sao cho Me khong phai nhin thdy bat c mét ddu vét nao caa khu
mo.

Ngay khi con nho, téi da biét Me that khac so v&i nhitng ngwoi con lai &
Coalwood. Luc t6i khodng 3 tud6i, ca nha di tham noi trong mot can nha nho
& Warriormine Hollow, 6ng bé t6i dat 1én dui. Diéu nay lam toi sg lam, vi
noi dang 1€ l1a chan cta ndi gid chi con la mot tdim chan nhau nat. Trong khi
t0i vung vay trong doi tay to khoe cta noi thi Me lang vang xung quanh...
lo lang, sg sét... Toi con nhé ndi mém mém noéi véi Me: “No6 that giong
Homer nhuw khuon dic” trong khi tdi odan ngudi trong tay 6ng. R6i ndi noi
vong ra véi Bo ¢ phong bén: “Homer, n6 giong con nhw duc!”

Me rut ré bé toi lai tir tay 6ng ndi con to6i 6m chat 1ay vai ba, tim to6i loan
nhip vi mét noi so la lung khong thé 1y gidi dwgc. Me bong toi ra hién nha,
vuot ve toc t6i do danh. “Khong, con khong giong.” Me ngam nga vira da
16n chi dé t6i va ba nghe thay. “Khong, con khéng giong dau!”

B6 x0 ctta bwdc ra nhv mudn cai nhau véi Me, nhung ba voi quay mat
di. Lac d6, doi mat xanh trong hang ngay ctia Bo chgt chuyén sang ngau
duc. T6i ric dau vao c6 Me trong khi Me 6m t6i dung dwa, ru toi bang khic
hat tham lang bat di bat dich:Khéng, con khong giong. Khong, con khéng
giong. Qua nhitng nam thang t6i 16n 1én, Me luén hat cho t6i nghe khtic hat
do6 bang cach nay hay cach khac. Chi dén khi t6i vao cap 3, bat dau ché tao
tén Itra thi sau cung t6i méi hiéu la vi sao...
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2. SPUTNIK

KHI TOI 11 TUOI thi P6i Trwdng vé hwu va B 1én tiép quan vi tri cla
ong. Nha caa Bdi Trudng, mot can nha 16n bang go ¢6 cau tric giong nhw
chuong gia siic va nam gan nha than nhat, tré thanh nha cua chdng t6i. T6i
thich 1an don nha nay, vi day la lan dau tién trong cudc doi t6i khong phéi &
chung phong véi Jim nita, anh dy chwa bao gio t6 ra thich t6i hay muon t6i
¢ quanh anh. Trong ki c non nét cda t6i hién lén rat r6: anh luén doé 16i
cho sy xung d6t cang thang gitra Bo va Me lén dau t6i. C6 1é cot 16i caa sw
that cling ding vGi 101 budc tdi cta anh téi. T6i nghe Me ké rang B6 mudn
con gai, nén khi toi chao doi B6 da hoan toan that vong va néi huych toet ra
diéu do, va Me da trad diia bang cach dat tén toi theo tén ctia B6: Homer
Hadley Hickam Con. T6i cling chang biét sy viéc trén c6 la nguyén nhan
gay ra tat ca nhitng cudc cai va gitta ho vé sau hay khong, chi biét rang sy
bat man cua ho da dé lai cho t6i mot cai tén that dai dong va nang né. May
thay roi Me dat ngay cho t6i cai tén “Sunny” vi Me bdo tdi la mot diva tré
vui vé, hanh phtic. Va tit d6 moi ngudi déu goi téi vGi cai tén nay, mac du
co gido 16p 1 dbi thanh mot tén goi nam tinh hon 1a “Sonny”.

Ong McDuff, thg mdc ctia khu mo, dong cho t6i mot cai ban va ké sach
dat trong phong mdi cta toi, noi toi xép day tiéu thuyét khoa hoc gia twdng
va trung bay nhitng mo6 hinh may bay. Tt do t6i luon cé thé ng6i choi vui
vé hang gio lién trong can phong yéu dau cta minh.

Vao mua thu ndam 1957, sau 9 nam mai diing quan tai treong Coalwood,
toi chuyén sang treong cap 3 ctia quan mang tén Big Creek nam bén kia nui
va hoc hét 16p 12 & day. Ngoai viéc phai ddy sém dé bat kip chuyén xe buyt
dén treong vao luc 6 gio 30 phit sang, con lai toi hoan toan yéu thich ngoi
trwong nay. O day tap hop hoc sinh tit nhiéu thi trdn nho trong quan, va toi
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bat dau lam quen vdi rat nhiéu ban méi, mac du vay, nhém ban than cta toi
van la nhitng dita tir Coalwood - Roy Lee, Sherman va O’Dell.

Co6 thé noi, cudc doi t6i & mién Tay Virginia dugc chia ra lam hai giai
doan ro rét: tredc va sau ngay 5 thang 10 nam 1957. Sang hom d6 Me danh
thitc t6i day sém va hoi thic t6i nghe radio. “Gi vay Me?” T6i lau bau
trong chan &m. Cao cao trén nhitng ngon nui, Coalwood 1a mot noi lanh gia
va am w6t vao do thu sang, va at han t6i sé rat vui swéng néu dugc vui
trong chan thém it nhat vai gio nita giita tiét troi nhw thé nay.

“Lai day nghe nay,” Me néi, giong ba day vé thic giuc. T6i hé mat nhin
Me tit du6i chin. Anh nhin nghiém nghi ctia Me néi cho tdi biét ring tot
hon hét 1a 1am theo 161 ba mot cach nhanh chéng.

T6i vOi mdc quan do va chay xudng bép, s6-c6-la néng va banh mi phét
bo néng hoi da nam san trén quay bép. Ching t6i chi bat dwgc dai WELC
vao budi sang phat tr Welch. Thong thwong, vao nhitng lic sém nhu vy,
dai WELC phat mot dia nhac gobm nhitng bai hat ma hoc sinh cap 3 chiing
t0i yéu cau tang cho nhau. Jim, hoc trén t6i mot 16p va 1la mot cau tha bong
bau duc noi tiéng, thwong duge nhitng dira con gai ham mo giti tang bai hat
moi ngay. Nhung bay gio, thay vi nhitng am thanh Rock ‘n’ Roll s6i dong,
toi chi nghe thdy mot hoi tiéng “bip bip bip” ngan dai. Sau dé ngudi phat
ngon vién thong bao hién twgng nay bi gdy ra bdi mot vat thé goi la
Sputnik. N6 thudc vé nguoi Nga va dang nam trén khong gian. Me hét nhin
cai radio r6i nhin t6i, hoi: “N6 la cai quai gi thé, Sonny?”

T6i biét chinh x4c né 1a cai gi. Tat ca nhitng cudn tiéu thuyét khoa hoc
vién twdng va tap chi cia B6 ma t6i da doc qua gitip toi tra 10i mot cach Ivu
loat: “N6 1a vé tinh khéng gian va ching ta 1€ ra sé phong mot cai giong
nhw vay vao vii tru trong nam nay, con khong ngo rang nguwoi Nga da qua
mat ching ta!”
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Me nhin t6i qua miéng tach ca phé r6i hoi: “Thé né dugc dung vao viéc
gi?)’

“N6 di chuyén theo quy dao xung quanh trai dat giong nhw mat trang ay,
nhung gan hon nhiéu. N6 mang theo céac thiét bi khoa hoc dung do dac
nhitng s6 liéu nhw do nong, lanh ngoai khong gian. Vé tinh ctia chiing ta

')’

cling c6 nhiém vu twong ty nhw vay, Me a
“Vay no co6 bay qua My khong con?”
T6i trd 16i ma khong chac chan lam: “Cé 1é 1a c6 day Me!”

Me lac dau: “Néu n6 bay qua day, Bo con sé byc boi chét mat thoi!”

To6i biét do la sy that. Mot 161 dua cot cay nghiét da néi rang dang vién
dang Cong Hoa sé khong bao gio duwgc phép cé mét hoi thd nao tai mién
Tay Virginia, Bo t6i ghét cay ghét dang nhitng Cong san Nga chi sau cac
chinh tri gia My. B6i v6i B0O, Franklin Delano Roosevelt 1a ké thu cua
Chua, Harry S. Truman" 13 trg ta ké thu cia Chua, va John L. Lewis, chu
tich UMWA" chinh 1a m6t tén ma vuong. To6i nghe B liét ké vanh vach
nhitng s bat tai cia ho moi khi bac Ken - anh ctia Me - dén tham. Bac Ken
la mot dang vien trung thanh cua dang Dan Cha nhv 6ng ngoai. Bac noi
rang 6ng ngoai tha rang bau c cho con ché Dandy nha t6i con hon la bé
phiéu cho mét tén dang vién dang Cong Hoa nao. B0 néi cling sé lam nhw
vay trwée khi bé phiéu kin cho mét dang vién dang Dan Chia nao d6. Dandy
nghiém nhién tré thanh mot chinh tri gia noi tiéng trong nha toi.

Su6t thit bdy hom 4y, dai phat thanh tiép tuc dwa tin vé Sputnik cia Nga.
C6 vé nhw moi 1an c6 thém tin titc, ngwoi phat thanh vién t6 ra vira thich
thd, vira lo lang. Mot s6 161 don dai vé viéc vé tinh nay c6 gan may quay
phim va dang theo doi tirtng duwong di nwdc bude cia My. Lai c6 16i doan
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mo rang né chita ca mot trai bom nguyén tir va san sang phat no bat cit lic
nao. B6 lam viéc & khu mé ca ngay nén téi khong nghe duwgc y kién nao
cta 6ng vé nhitng gi dang dién ra. Dén khi B6 veé thi t6i da ngu say va ong
trd lai khu mo ldc troi t0 mo sang. Theo Me biét thi c6 van dé gi do vai
mot trong nhitng cai may khai thac than, hinh nhw c6 mot tang da 16n da roi
tring né. Tai nha thd, Pic cha Lanier khong nhac gi dén ngudi Nga hay
Sputnik trong bai thuyét gido hom dé ca. Hau hét nhitng cau chuyén bén lé
nha thd déu vé doi bong bau duc va mot mua giai toan thang ctia ho. Phai
qua mdt khodng thoi gian thi Sputnik méi c6 thé anh hwdéng dén nguwoi dan,
nhat la & Coalwood.

Dén sang thit hai, hau nhw nhitng gi phat ra tit radio déu néi vé Sputnik.
Johnny Villani c phat di phat lai tiéng “bip bip bip”. Anh néi thang vdi
toan thé hoc sinh tinh McDowell rang chiing t6i phdi c6 gang hoc hanh hon
dé bat kip ngwdi Nga. Duong nhw anh ay nghi rang néu tiép tuc cho ching
toi nghe cac ban nhac Rock’n’Roll thi ching t0i sé ngay cang thua kém
nhitng dita tré Nga. Trong khi nghe nhitng tiéng “bip”, trong dau t6i hién
1én hinh dnh nhitng di¥a tré Nga nhac Sputnik 1én roi gan vao dau chiéc tén
Itra to 16n, béng ludng. T6i that 1ay lam ghen ti, tai sao ching lai c6 thé
thong minh nhw vay? Lic nay thi giong Me ngat ngang dong suy nghi say
sia cda toi: “Me thdy rang con chi con 5 phut dé bat kip chuyén xe buyt tdi
treong thoi, con trai a!”

Toi we voi ly s6-co-la nong hoi réi lao xudng cau thang, vurgt qua mat
anh Jim. Chang 14y gi lam la khi trong thady mai t6c vang caa Jim luén ngay
hang thang 16i, nhitng lon téc quan tredc tran cling vay, dé la két qua cta
viéc chai chu6t ca gio dong ho truwdc chiéc guwong cua hop y té trong nha
tam duy nhat cia gia dinh. Hom nay Jim khoac chiéc 4o dong phuc xanh
soc trang cuia doi bong bau duc, van bén trong la somi hong soc den cai nut
kin tr trén xudng duwdi (nhwng c6 4o thi lai bé ngwoc 1én), dién chiéc quan
vai Chino c6 khéa phia sau; chan mang tat hong va giay da bong loang. Jim
ludn la hoc sinh an mac thanh lich nhat tredng. Mot lan khi nhan dugc héa

https://thuviensach.vn



don ti tiém quan 4o cua Jim, Me phai thot 1én: “Anh Jim may chac da di
nghi méat nham vé&i nha Rockefeller” mat roi!”. Con toi thi hoan toan tréi
ngugc, chi van mot chiéc do len vai Flanen soc vudng va hom nay van la
chiéc quan Cotton da mac ca tuan tredc cung doi giay da mon hét ca dé ma
t0i vira mang dé chay choi h6m qua quanh con séng sau nha. Khi di ngang
qua nhau trén cau thang, t6i va Jim chang thém néi mot 16i; ma that ra cling
chdng c6 gi dé noi ca. Vai nam sau nita t6i chac sé ndi véi moi ngudi rang
toi 1a con mot trong nha va c6 18 Jim cling sé lam diéu twong t.

Ciing khong phai t6i va anh Jim khéng c6 chuyén dau. T khi biét nhan
thitc, ching t6i da bat dau hay cai va. Mac du t6i nhé con hon, thwong phai
lan trdnh hon nhung ching téi da danh nhau qua nhiéu lan nén toi biét tat
ca nhitng don tdn cong cta Jim, va t6i biét rang khi t6i van con nam trong
tam nhitng ci ddm cna Jim thi anh sé chang bao gio giét chét t6i cd. Vao
mua thu 1957, chiing t6i bat dau mot théa hiép khong dé dang chit nao
trong vong hai thang. Tat ca la tit cudc danh nhau gan nhat ma hau qua da
lam hai anh em cuc ki hodng sg. Chuyén bat nguon lic Jim tim thay xe dap
cta toi nam de lén xe anh ay. Co 1€ t6i da khong gat chong xe xudéng hét
mitc nén xe toi d6 kénh kéo theo xe anh bén canh. Anh Jim tifc gian dén
noi khiéng xe t6i ném xudng song. Lic d6 Me di mua sam & Welch con Bo
thi dang lam viéc & khu mo. Jim x6ng vao phong toi trong ltic t6i dang nam
won trén givong doc sach, anh dong sap ctra lai va néi cho toi biét anh da
lam gi va vi sao lai nhu vay. Jim con gam lén: “Néu bat cit d6 dac gi cta
may con dong vao nhitng thi cua tao thi tao sé dap may mot tran khong
thuwong tiéc!”

“Vay danh ludn bay gid thi sao, ha thang map?” Toi hét 1én r6i lao vao
Jim. Ching t6i nga lan xudng san, t6i nép vao trong roi thui tti bui vao
bung Jim, con Jim thi tru tréo 1én r6i ddm da loan xa vao khong khi dén khi
cd hai 16n tung pheéo xudng cau thang, lan vao phong nghi; Iic do6 t6i may
man cho dwgc mot don cui choé ndng vao tai Jim. Anh tru 1én, nhac bong t6i
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ném vao phong an, nhung t6i bat phat day, chop 1y chiéc ghé go xoan dao
yéu qui ctia Me, phang lai Jim dén gdy cd mot chan ghé. Jim rugt téi vao
bép, & do t6i chop lay cai no6i kim loai trong bép 10, dap tra lai chiéc ca Jim
ném tGi. Roi t6i thoat ra duwgc hién sau nha, nhung Jim dén nga t6i va hai
thang 1an am vao canh ctra binh phong, n6 bi giat bung ra khoi ban 1é. Sau
d6 chung to6i vat 1on trén bai cé dén khi Jim nam dé dwoc 1én lung téi. Luc
nay toi thdy xwong swon minh réu ra, nguc thi dau kinh khing va toi bat
dau khéc nhung chang thanh tiéng vi khong thé dwgc. Chan anh nam ngay
mat toi nén t6i dung hét sitc binh sinh ngoam mét cu that sau. Jim hét to
dau dén va nhdy dung 1én, con t6i thi ndam ngtra ra thd hon hén. Xuwong
stwon t6i nhw bep diim ca lai, mau 0c ra day miii. Pau Jim no6i 1én mdt cuc u
16n va sap t6i chan anh sé xudt hién vét bam tim that dam tir cd tap cua toi.
Ching t6i da da thwong nhau kha nghiém trong va ca hai déu biét rang
minh da di qua xa.

Khi Me trd veé thi xe dap cua ching t6i déu dugc dung lén ngay ngan
canh nhau & san sau, con hai anh em ng6i nhin nhau mét cach “ngay tho vo
sO t6i” trong phong khach. Jim vira bang quo xoa nhe dau vira doc trang thé
thao cua t& Welch Daily News. T6i ngoi gan d6 xem tivi, long c6 kim nén
nhitng tiéng rén vi long nguwc dau nhoi moi khi thé ra hit vao. Xwong swon
toi dau dén su6t ca thang troi. Chiéc ghé dugc dan chan lai mot cach can
than va dat ngay ngan vao ban an. Hai anh em luén canh chirtng khong dé
cho ai ng6i 1én né dén khi keo kho han. Nguyén nhan canh ctra sap duwgc do
t0i cho mdy con chd. Con Me thi khong dé y hay c6 tinh khong nhac dén
vét 16m trén cai noi caa ba.

Trong khi t6i dang cuéng cuong chuan bi do dac thi Jim da ra dén tram
xe buyt. To6i chi mat 2 phit trong nha tam dé danh rang va vuét w6t toc. Toi
thita hwéng mai téc den, day va xodn tit Me. T6c ba bat dau ngd xam khi
qua tudi 30 va t6i nham rang chuyén nay roi cling sé xdy ra twong tw véi
minh. C6 vé t6i chang thira huwdng chit gien nao tit bén ndi cd. Me ndi t6i
hoan toan thudc vé dong ho Lavender ctia ba, va B6 chang bao gio cai lai
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diéu dé nén t6i doan rang ba néi ding, chuyén nay doi vdi t6i cling binh
thuong ma thoi. Téi cdm thdy nha Hickam bén B6 toan la nhitng ngudi
néng ndy. Bo, chu Clarence va c6 Bennie khong bao gid cham rai dwoc, ho
lic nao cling nhdy nhom 1én, di rat voi va dén noi ho mudn tdi, tham chi
lic nao cling noéi rat nhanh. Trong khi nha Lavender bén Me thi lai kha tr
ton, chi trir 6ng ngoai t6i, c6 biét danh “Cha Mat Nét”, 6ng tirng bi ban vao
tay khi mo vao buéng ngt cia mot qui ba nao dé trong khi chéng ngwoi ta
di lam viéc ca dém trong khu moé & Gary. Me ké 1a ba ngoai da gitp 6ng
khoac 4o choang dén khi tay 6ng lanh lai, con Me thi dirng hong nhw vay
trir khi “Cha M4t Nét” chiu chay rong tran truéng ngoai tuyét lanh.

Trong ngay dau tién di hoc lai sau suw kién Sputnik, t6i khoac chiéc 4o
choang Cotton ma Jim nhwong lai, cam ldy may cu6n sach & lan can, chop
chiéc tii nau dung com trwa t* Me & cita nha ro6i phong voi ra tram xe.
Chiéc xe buyt mau vang da dén trwdc ngdi nha ctia gia dinh Todd va tai xé
Jack Martin thi ching bao gi® chd dgi ai. Ong nhin t6i mot cach cau kinh,
diéu xi ga chwa cham lra kep gitta hai ham rang, t6i vira leo kip 1én xe
tredc khi ctta déng sap lai r6i n6i: “Cham chit nita la cudéc bd nhé, nhéc
Sonny!”. T6i biét rd rang lao dang khong néi dua. Jack rat doc tai, bat i ai
trén xe mac mot 16i nho nao sé bi dudi xuong, khong can biét chung toi
dang di dén dau. T6i tim dugc mot khodng ghé nho roi chen vao gitta Linda
DeHaven va Margie Jones, hai ban ni* hoc cung toi twr 16p 1. Ho dich sang
mot chut r6i tiép tuc ngd. Jack sang s6 xe lam ching toi déu giat ndy nguoi.
Coalhican O’Dell, thang ban chi c6t cua t6i, dang ga gat & bang ghé trén
cung sau luwng Jack. O’Dell nhé con nhwng s6i ndi véi mai toc nhat nhw
mau lua. Sherman ng6i ngu ngay dang sau O’Dell, cau dy do con va chac
nich vGi gwong mat rong, thong minh. Tiéc rang chan trai cia Sherman bi
teo lai va rat yéu 6t do bi viém tay song; du vay tr nhé dén 16n ciu ay
chdng bao gio than phién vé diéu do6 va tbi cling khong hé dé y dén né. Co
lic cdu ay bat kip ching t6i, c6 Itc bi tut lai phia sau.
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Roy Lee - cau ban gay go va c6 do6i chan dai ngoang - vira 1én xe tir tram
ké tiép, len 16i doc theo 16i di va chen vao ngoi phia sau toi. Trong ki tc t0i,
Roy Lee tirng la thang ban than. Hang ngay, hai thang qua lai nha nhau, ra
ré 1én ndi choi tro cao boi, phi hanh gia, cudp bién hay bat ct thi gi ching
t0i c6 thé twdng twong ra. Roy Lee khac biét va noi troi nhat trong bon. Cau
ay s@ hitu xe hoi riéng, né la phan dén bu cua bdo hiém sau khi b6 Roy tw
nan trong ham mo. Me Roy van mudn cho cdu ay & lai Coalwood nén da c6
gang van dong bang moi cach dé gitt lai can nha cta cong ty. That dang
ngac nhién, cudi cung ho da dwgc chap thuan & lai, cé 1é vi anh cia Roy
van con la thg mo cia Coalwood. Roy Lee kha dep ma va cau dy luon y
thitc dugc diéu d6. Roy c6 mot mai toc den nhanh nhw than luon duge vuot
keo r6i chdi nguge vénh ra sau, ching t6i thwong goi la B.V - Bit Vit. Cau
chang hao hao giong Elvis ldc tré. Roy Lee lu6n cho minh la mét chang sét
gai c6 hang, va t6i cling dong tinh vdi y kién dé do cau dy ludn hen ho vao
cudi tuan. Viéc c6 xe hai riéng co 1€ ciing ho trg dac lwc cho moén nay cling
nén!

Toi rat lay lam hanh phiic khi cé nhitng nguwoi ban nhw Roy Lee,
Sherman va O’Dell. Tt dao vao 16p 1, tron lan giita bon con trai trong thi
tran, t6i hién nhién duwgc cha y béi chitc vu cia B6 minh. Trong nhitng bira
an toi, hiép hoi nhitng 6ng bo thuwong chi ra Homer Hickam la ké dich, tur
d6 nhitng thang con trai ctia hg ludn ndy sinh y dinh trd thu. Jim ludn 16n
con hon nhitng dita ban cung tudi va qua noi tiéng véi tinh khi néng nay,
cdc can. Vi thé, t6i ludn tré thanh muc tiéu dé dang hon cuaa cac cudc phuc
kich trong gi0 gidi lao ¢ truong hodc lic lang vang quanh Big Store. Du
vay, moi khi tré vé nha v4i minh may mau me, t6i chang bao gio hé ntra 15i
v6&i Me rang ai da danh minh va B6 thi khong bao gio biét vé chuyén do.
Nhitng thang nhéc & Coalwood chang hé rang vé diéu nay. T6i ludn chong
trd quyeét liét nham vao nhitng dita nho con ditng gan minh nhat va cang
ngay toi cang tu vé tot hon khi da dam v& miii dwgc nhiéu diva khac. Riéng
Roy Lee, Sherman va O’Dell thi chd bao gio' quan tam B6 t6i la ai. Doi véi
ho, chung toi chi la nhitng dita tré @ Coalwood nhu nhau ma thoi.
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Puong ra khoi thi tran bang ngang khu mo, moi lan dén nha than Jack
lu6n bam coi inh éi. Nhitng dita con thitc trén xe thwong vay tay chao dam
cong nhan dirng canh can truc roéi xe tiép tuc thang tién tdi Long Chdo 6
(dugc dat tén dva theo sdu cai ham thong gié chon & day vaéi nhiéu ngoi
nha xay xung quanh chiing) dé dén nhitng dita hoc sinh cudi ctung. Sau do6
ching t6i bat dau vugt qua ngon nui dau tién. Tt Coalwood tGi Trwong cap
3 Big Creek la mot doan duong ngoan ngoéo day 6 ga dai khodng 8 dam;
Jack thwong mat 45 phat dé vugt qua triv khi ¢6 tuyét roi.

Buong 1én ndi Coalwood c6 rat nhiéu doan nghiéng doc gap khic quanh
co ndi tiép nhau. L hoc sinh ching t6i thwong ngdi chém ba nguoi trén
mot bang ghé ngt ga nga gat, roi dva han vao nhau, nghiéng hét bén nay
dén bén kia & moi khiic quanh. Dén dinh nui thi xe bat dau dé doc, tréi 1én
thut xuéng ting chap tdi khi di vao thung liing hep va dai. Khic nay la
doan dwong thang dai nhat trong vung, va dwoc trdi nhya khodng mot dam.
O giita doan duong, sau hang rao day kém gai 1a mot trong nhitng cai quat
khong 16 dung thong gi6 cho khu mé. Vao nhitng tdi thit bdy hang tuan,
doan duwong thang thdm nay - dwoc mang tén Little Daytona - ndo nhiét véi
nhitng tay dua choai choai so tai, va ciing la noi cia cac c6 dong vién nhiét
tinh ding lai dé c6 vii hay tw tinh hén hit nhau. Trong hoan canh cta toi,
khong cé bang lai, ban gai cling khong, nén nhitng diéu dé t6i chi dugc
nghe ké lai ma théi chi chwa dwogc thyc té tham gia chitng kién bao gio. Va
Roy Lee ludn la nguon thong tin thwong xuyén nhat cta téi. Cu ay thuong
chad ban gai dén day sau khi két thic cudc choi @ Dugout. Dugout nam dudi
tang ham ctia nha hang T6 Cu doéi dién trwong hoc, c6é t6 chitrc khiéu vii
nhay nhét vao thit bdy hang dém. T6i cling chwa bao gio dwgc dén do choi
nhung nghe don rang noi dy rat vui va thad vi. Ed Johnson, mdt trong nhitng
nguoi quan ly cua truong Big Creek la nguoi chinh nhac, Roy Lee noéi vai
toi rang anh cé mot trong nhitng bd swu tam dia nhac ddc sac nhat cda
American Bandstand".
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Sau mot vong cua gat cudi dwong Little Daytona, ching t6i bat dau vao
thi trdn cia moé Caretta. Caretta va Coalwood thudc cung chti quyén cta
mot cong ty. Nhitng dwong ham cua né da chay xuyén qua khu mo cta
chiing t6i vao ndm ngodi. O day c6 hai san sa thach cyc 16n ndm gitta hai
khu mé, va B6 da dau tranh gianh 1ay no, quyét liét cit nhw trong thoi chién
vay. Dén cudbi cung, khi khu lién mo hinh thanh thi viéc thdng gi6 tré nén
cue ki phitc tap, roi Bo phdi lo gidi quyét van dé nay cho ca hai bén. Toi
nghe 16m dugc Me néi chuyén véi bac Joe rang rat nhiéu ngudi ¢ Caretta
da néi nhitng diéu khé nghe vé Bo, goi Bo la “Ga Ngao Man”. Pa s6 moi
nguoi déu khong phuc vi B6 khong cé bang cap nhw Boi Trudng, nhung toi
cam thay that vo ly - ban than ho cling c6 tam gidy 16n nao dau ma ganh ti
nhw vay. Con Me bao bac Joe rang, vdi ba, nhitng ké & Caretta rat “mot 1d
lao xwgc va chang thu vi gi ca”. Moéi khi néi chuyén véi anh chi em trong
nha, Me thuong dung tiéng dia phwong, con bac Joe thi luén gat dau dong
tinh v&di Me mot cach rat nghiém tuc.

Sau khi qua khéi Caretta, chung toi gap mot nga ba thudc dia phan
Premier, cho nay c6 mot toa nha gach trang xiéu veo cii ki mang tén nha
Spaghetti. T6i chwa vao do6 bao gio nhung Roy Lee thi da tirng dén roi. Cau
ay bado rang trong d6 c6 nhiéu gai diém, toan nhitng mu gia nhéch nhac
dem lai bénh lau cho khach. T6i chang hiéu “bénh 1au” la gi nhung nghe ra
t0i chang mudn nhan 1ay no ti nao. Roy Lee bdo lan d6 cau ay vao chi dé
do6i 1 dollar ra tién 1é, nhung thay vi tién ho lai dwa cau 4 cai bao cao su.
DPén bay gio cau ay van con giir da ca 4, t6i biét vi cau ay tirng dwa cho t6i
xem. Roy luon bé mot cai vao trong vi, trong né c6 vé kha cii ki roi.

Nui War khong doc nhue ngon ndi gan Coalwood nhuwng nhitng con
dwong ¢ day hep hon nhiéu, dac biét cé hai khiic quanh gan nhw nam dau
lvng nhau. Méi lan dén day, Jack thwong giam toc do, bop coi va than trong
chd ching t6i vong qua. Nhitng ditra ng6i bia ngoai thi chém ra nhin xudng
con s6ng dudi thung liing ma chang thay dwgc con dwong phia duwéi hay
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ngay ca bong ba vai cia minh; trong khi d6 nhitng dita ngoi trong thi ngam
nhitng bo da cudi I6m chdm cach xe chi vai centimet. Qua khoéi doan cua
do, xe chuing t6i bon bon thang tién dén thi tran War.

Thi trdn War da phat trién hon nhiéu so véi ngay xuwa. Con duwong chinh
chi c6 nhitng ctra hang cfi, nha bang, vai tram xang va mét khach san do
nat. Vao nhitng nam 1920, theo nhitng gi ma dam tré & War dugc bé me ké
lai, thi trdn War tirng la mot noi hoang dai, dam 0 ctia nhitng vii tredng va
song bac. C6 1é vi vdy moi khi quy ba nao xitc qua nhiéu nwdc hoa di
ngang, Me t6i thwong bao nghe mui ho khién ba lién twdng dén “budi sang
Chu nhat & thi tran War”.

Treong cadp 3 Big Creek nam ¢ ria ngoai thi trdin War canh dong song
mang ma nguwoi ta da 1ay tén né lam tén cha thi trdn. Treong la mot toa nha
gach 3 tang day bui ban nhung san béng bau duc dang trwdce thi dwoc cham
soc rat ki lwong. Phia doi dién bén kia san béng la mét duong ray xe Itra.
L&p hoc cua ching toi thwong bi gian doan béi nhitng dot rung chuyén do
tau chay qua va tiéng kéu rén ri cia dau may xe Itta. Biéu nay thinh thodng
tao cho ching t6i cam giac vé nhitng doan tau vong quanh thé gidi cit lién
tuc chay qua khong ditt @ phia xa xa.

Sau khi dén treong Big Creek, chiing t6i thuong c6 mot tiéng trudc gio
hoc. T6i, Roy Lee, Sherman va O’Dell tu nhau lai trong giang duong trao
do6i bai tap dong thdi ngdm nhin cac nang nit sinh lwon 10 qua lai 16i di.
Sang hom do, to6i mudn ngoi ban vé mon dai s6 véi ho vi téi chra tim dugc
dap an théa dang. Nhung c6 vé chang ai mang dén mon dai sé khi cé qua
nhiéu chuyén dé ban tan vé Sputnik. Roy Lee qua quyét rang: “Ngudi Nga
khong thé thng minh dén noi c6 thé ché tao tén lira duwgce! Chac chan la ho
an cap cong nghé tir ching ta r6i!” Toi phan do6i roi n6i 1én suy nghi cua
minh: “Nguwoi Nga da ché tao dwgc bom nguyén tit, bom hydro va cd may
bay ném bom sang My, thé thi c& gi ma ho khéng thé lam dwgc mot thi
nhu Sputnik?”.
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“Néu minh la ngudi Nga thi sé nhu thé nao nhi?” Sherman ty hoi bang
quo va biét chac rang chang dita nao dé y dén cau néi d6. Nhung chang cé
gi la, vi Sherman luén ty twéng twgng rang song & noi khac sé co gi thay
do6i so v&i mién Tay Virginia, con toi thi khong bao gid nghi dén diéu dé
ca. Doi v6i t6i, noi nao cling nhu nhau, chi c6 diéu theo tivi c6 dé cap dén,
néu mudn séng & nhitng thanh pho 16n nhw New York hay Chicago, ban
can phai that vitng manh va ngoan cuong.

Lic nay Roy Lee lén tiéng: “B6 t& bao rang ngudi Nga tirng an con cla
chinh ho trong chién tran va ngudi Pic da rat ding dan khi tan cong ho. Bo
con ti€c rang sao chung ta khong chung sttc vdi ngudi Bic diét luén nguoi
Nga dé khong con nhiéu diéu phién toai do chiing gay ra nhw bay gio!”

O’Dell vira dan mat vao mot chi hoat ndo vién ditng & 16i di vira suy
twong: “Néu ma bay gio té trudn tdi va hén vao chan nang thi cé dugc
nang au yém khong nhi?”

“Um, thing ban trai ctia cd ta sé “nyng” cau ngay”, Sherman cham biém
khi thdy mot cau tha bong bau duc to kénh hién ngang di t6i va nam lay tay
c6. Nhitng anh chang choi bong bau duc nay it nhiéu gi cting cuén hut cac
nang 0 trwong hon ca.

Dén lic nay thi téi phdi thot 1én mdt cach tuyét vong: “Troi a, cé ai gidi
duwgc bai dai s6 khong?”

Chi c6 mot trong ba dira nhin t6i. “Vay cau lam xong bai Ngit Van
chwa?” Cubi cung Roy Lee hoi.

To6i da lam dwgc mot s6 cau ngit phap. Thé 1a ching t6i vira ban thao vira

hoi héa chép bai ctia nhau. Diéu nay cling khong phai gian lan gi, va n6 ciing
la cach duy nhat dé toi 1dy diém tr mon dai so6. Thay gido day Toan cta
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trrong Big Creek, thay Hartsfield, khong bao gio nhan nhugng trong bai
kiém tra, chi c6 ding hodc sai ma th6i. C6 vé nhw cang nan chi thi toi sé
cang mac nhiéu sai lam, khong nhitng v4i mon dai s6 ma trong hau hét moi
viéc.

Sputnik lai tr@ thanh dé tai néng hoi hom do trong tiét sinh hoc cta thay
Mams. Trong khi d6, toi lang 1& theo doi con giun t6i nghiép bi xat mudi
dang quan quai trong chiéc khay sat vuéng. Qua that may man cho t6i vi
dwgc chung nhém véi Dorothy Plunk trong gio thwe hanh giai phau giun
dat nay. Theo t6i, Dorothy Plunk, sinh truwéng tai thi tran War, la hoa khoi
cta 16p hay tham chi c6 thé la cta ca trwong Big Creek nita. Co c6 chém
toc dudi ngrra vang 6ng a va doi mat xanh trong nhw mau chiéc Buick 1957
cta B6 t0i, cong v6i mot co thé ndy nd cang tran nhya song lam t6i luon
muon n6 tung moi khi ngam nhin. C6 doi lic t6i nguwgng ngung chao co6
trong dai sanh nhung chwa bao gid tim dwgc cach bat chuyén that sy ca.
Ngay ca trong lic nay toi cling chang biét néi gi v4i cod ay khi ditng tredc
xac con giun tdi nghiép dang cho dén ldc bi moé xé. Truwde khi t6i kip cod
hanh dong gi thi tiéng lach tach phat ra tir hé théng loa ndi bd cta trueong
cat ngang. Giong noi thay hiéu trudng R.L. Turner vang 1én mét cach trinh
trong:

“Nhu cac tro déu biét, ngwoi Nga da phéng vé tinh 1én khéng gian. Ba co
rat nhiéu yéu cau nwdc My phai dap tra hanh dong nay. Hoi dong sinh vién
Big Creek cta chiing ta h6m nay da c6 giai phap vé diéu dé, thay nhac lai
nguyén van “hiém hoaSputnik”, va n6 dang nam trong tay thay, la tap trung
trong thdi gian con lai ctia nam hoc dé boi duwdng, nang cao két qua hoc tap.
Thay da thong qua diéu nay. Moi chuyén chi cé vay.”

Dorothy va t6i cung nhin cham chdp vao chiéc loa dién dam. Khi ching

toi nhin xuéng, anh mat hai dita chgt bat gap va khoéa chat 1ay nhau. Tim t6i
bong hoi loan nhip. Dorothy bat ngd héi: “Cau c6 s¢g khong?”
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“So nguwoi Nga ay a?”, t6i nuodt khan va c6 hit vao. That ra, to6i chang
hiéu vi sao, gidy phit ay Dorothy con lam t6i s hon ca ti tén Nga.

Co thoang trao t6i mot nu cwdi nhe lam tim t6i nhw muén rét ra khoi
16ng nguc. Giira bau khong khi sdc mui phooc mén nay, t6i van c6 thé ngui
dwgc mui hwong hoa téa ra tir Dorothy. “Khéng, minh khong sg dau, ngéc
a. Lo ma mo con giun cua chiing minh di.”

Con giun cua chiing minh! Tai sao chi la con giun cua chiing minh, ma
khong phai la doi tim cua chung minh, doi tay cua chung minh hay doi moi
cua chung minh nhi? Va t6i khang dinh lai mot lan nita: “Ai chit minh thi
chac chan khong sg!” r6i gio con dao mo 1én, doi 1énh bat dau caa thay
Mams. Khi thay ra lénh, t6i cat mot dwong dai doc theo thdn mau vat.
Dorothy nhin qua mot cai, bam méi, roi bo ra phia ctta 16p, chém t6c duoi
ngua cda co tung 1én ha xuéng. “Cau dinh lam gi thé ha?” Roy Lee cuoi
nhw nac né tr phia sau lung to6i. “Hen c6 nang di choi chac?”

Toi chwa bao gio moi co gai nao di choi ca, cht ding noéi la mot Dorothy
cao qui nhu vay. T6i quay xudng tham hdi Roy Lee: “Cau nghi la co ay c6
chiu nhan 16i minh khong?”

Roy Lee nhéch may, mat thoang vé déu cang: “Minh c6 xe, c6 bang ghé
sau va minh san sang lam tai xé cho cau bat ct ltic nao.”

Emily Sue Buckberry, ban than nhat cta Dorothy, nhin cham cham vao
t0i, cd khudn mat tron vanh vanh ctia c6 ay toat 1én vé nghi ngd roi néi
thang: “Cau ay c6 ban trai r6i Sonny a, khong nhitng mot ma 1a hai nguai,
mot trong s6 ho dang hoc dai hoc day.”

Roy Lee dép lai: “Oi gioi, bon d6 khong dang 1a ddi thi. Cau khong biét
Sonny thé nao dau. Mat ké thanh thao ¢ bang ghé sau ddy.”
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Mat t6i do bung 1én trudce su khoac lac cua Roy Lee. Toi chwa bao gio
ngoi vdi bat ct co gai nao ¢ bang ghé sau xe hoi hay mét noi nao khac ca.
Duy nhat mot lan to6i hon 1én tran cia Teresa Anello sau khi nhdy mét ban
nhac lic con hoc tiéu hoc, chi c6 vay thoi! Toi quay lai véi con giun, cat
mot dwong nita va cam dinh dinh vi xac con giun réi ghi chi mot cach ti
mi. To6i tham nghi, Roy Lee that chang hiéu gi c4, Dorothy khong phdi la
mot ¢ gai binh thwong. Chang nhé cau ay khong thdy nang la mot tuyét tac
hoan hdo cia Chua? Nang phai dugc ton tho, khong phai chi dé s mé. Tw
vui swéng vGi gidc mo ban ngay cua minh, t6i cat roi ghi, ghi réi cat day
hitng khéi. T6i lam ca phan viéc cho Dorothy va chac con hon thé nita.
Trong khi thyc hién xong phan viéc con lai trén con giun ngdm phogc mon
trvong phinh do, tdi quyét dinh rang sé gianh 14y Dorothy vé minh.

Roy Lee lang vang quanh ban, nhin cham chap vao biéu hién han hoan
cta toi va thot Ién ai oan: “Thugng DE oi! Cau yéu mat roi!”

Emily cling dong tinh tir phia bén kia ban: “Minh nghi cau dung, viéc
nay nghiém tdc roi day”.

“Roi day cudc tinh nhw 14 bay xa, con tim than khoc v& oa ding khong?”
Roy Lee ngdm nga c nhuw mot chuyén gia tinh yéu dang chat van mot

nguoi khac vay.

“Khong con nghi ngo gi ntta!” Emily dap lai. “Sonny a, hom nay la ngay
gl, nay, Sonny, cau nghe khong?”

T6i bo mdc ho. Chi con céi tén Dorothy Plunk cit vang lén lién tu bat tan
trong ban nhac cua long t6i. Dorothy Plunk, Dorothy Plunk.

NHOUNG BAC THEM ctia Big Store ludn 1a noi thuong xuyén tu tap cia
canh thg mo vira tan ca, ¢ day ho nghi ngoi, nhai thudc 14 ro6i cing nhau tan
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gau. Moi khi c6 mot chu dé duwgce dé cap dén vé nhitng viéc xdy ra ngoai
pham vi Coalwood nhung khong lién quan dén khai thac moé hay bong bau
duc thi chac chan la van dé quan trong. Sputnik tré thanh chti dé ban tan
ctia ho sau ntta tuan ké tir khi né dwoc phong 1én khong gian. Khi di vao
ctra hang dé mua chai nwéc ngot, t6i tinh co nghe mot trong s6 ho birc xtc:
“Ching ta nén ban roi cai Sputnikker v&é van d6 xudng cho xong!”. Mot
khoang lang chgt bao trim khi moi nguwdi ngirng noéi réi tram ngam nho ba
thu6c 14 vao chiéc ly gidy trén tay. Cudi cung mot nguoi 1én tiéng: “Dé toi
bdo cho cac anh ching ta nén ban cai gi. Li khon kiép ¢ Charleston c6 tinh
gian lan dé doi Big Creek cta ching ta khong thé gianh chitc vo dich lam
t0i dién mau 1én day nay! T6i dang muon van ngugc co ching ngay bay gio
day!” Van dé nay da nhan duwgc nhiéu 16i dong tinh tir cA nhém, tham chi
con duwoc phu hoa thém béi nhitng tiéng khac nhé coc can. O Coalwood chi
c6 viéc khai thac mo 1a quan trong hon bong bau duc, conSputnik hay bat
c thit gi sé mai ditng & vi tri thit 3 ma thoi!

Nguyén nhan lam cho nhitng ngwoi thg mo ¢ day “dién mdu” la dang 1€
doi Big Creek dang thang tién trén con duwong bat kha chién bai trong mua
gidi nay, nhung theo Hiép hoi Bong Bau Duc cac trwong Cap 3 mién Tay
Virginia thi Big Creek khong hop 1€ dé trd thanh nha vo dich, vi ho da dau
v6i qua nhiéu truong & Virginia. Trén nhitng chuyén xe dva thg dén mé, &
cac ctra hang hay tham chi trong nha tho, sy kién trén tré thanh van deé
chinh cho nhitng cudc ban luan khong ngung nghi va dit doi. Doi Big
Creek ti€p tuc gianh chién thang nhuwng nhitng lanh dao cdp cao ctia mon
béng bau duc & Charleston van khang khang la diéu nay chang gay anh
hwéng gi, chang cé co hoi nao dé chiing t6i trd thanh nha vo dich cia bang.
Khong can phai la thién tai mdi nhan ra rang dang c6 mot van dé gi dé tiém
an phia sau cau chuyén. Cuéi cung, khi moi viéc sang to, héa ra BoO toi
chinh la nhan vat gay ra van dé nay.

https://thuviensach.vn



JIM la mot cau tha bong bau duc manh mé. Anh ludn dwgc giao nhiém
vu can pha nhitng dot tan cong va la trung vé thong trong khau phong thu,
hau hét nhitng tién vé cta doi ban luén chay tron khoi Jim nhw mot chu thé
dé. Jim hung bao nhw mot chiéc dau may xe lira va lu6n la mau cau thu truy
can hay diét. Vao thdi do, cau tha sang gia nhw Jim dugc sanh ngang hang
v6i nhitng twong dai ngdi sao trong vung Big Creek va tham chi con c6 thé
so sanh nhw Johnny Unitas™ hay Bart Starr d6i vdi thé gigi bén ngoai.
Moi ngudi déu né sg hoan toan vé nang lwc ctia Jim trén san bong nén viéc
B0 t6i dwgce bau lam héi triwéng HOi Phu huynh cau tha béng bau duc cua
Big Creek la diéu hién nhién. Mot dém t6i dang xem tivi trong phong
khach, sau khi B6 vira khoe khoang v&i mét trong nhitng ngwoi quan doc
duwéi tredng ong vé Jim thi Me bédo rang c6 1€ t6t hon hét la B6 doi lic hay
khoe vé t6i... B6 thoang nghi mot 1at roi thot 16n ro to mot cach thanh that:
“Khoe vé cai gi bay gi0o?”, mac du biét t6i dang ngoi ngay day.

Ngay ca ban than tdi cling chang biét minh c6 gi dé khoe. T6i khong c6
thién hwéng gidéi vé bong bau duc hay bat c thit gi ca. Con mot diéu té hon
nita la t6i bi can thi nang. Vao nam t6i hoc 16p 3, “Thay lang”

Lassiter mang dén truong mot biéu do do mat va ca 16p xép hang dé doc
nhitng dong chit tir 16n tGi nho trén biéu do d6. Tat ca cac ba me déu dugc
thong bao dén theo doéi sy viéc nay. T6i da hoc thuoc long hau hét nhitng
dong chit trén biéu do, nhung “Thay lang” da lira téi bang cach thay bang
mot biéu do khac va tat ca nhitng gi téi c6 thé thiy chi la mot mé chiv 10
mo xam xit. “Thay lang” nhe nhang bao t6i hay tir tir budc téi gan hon dén
khi c6 thé thay dwgc chit cai trén cing. Mai dén lic miii gan dung twong thi
toi mai reo 1én mung r& khi doc dugce chit “E!”; ltic d6 Me t6i khoc rong
trong su an ui cta nhitng phu huynh khac.

To6i cling da tirng cd gang gia nhap doi bong trong 3 nam lién & truong
cap 2 Coalwood nhung t6i chang thé lam gi hon nhitng ct can pha vé van.
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Mot 1an trong lic luyén tap, hudn luyén vién Tom Morgan ndi moc t6i vGi
chu Clarence: “Sonny nho con, nhung duge cai... cham chap nita”. Nghe
dén day tat ca cau thu dirng doc bién ngoai san dwgc mot tran cuwdi ra tro.
Dau vay, t6i khong bao gid c6 y nghi rit lui cd, néu téi lam vay chac chan
Me sé bat téi quay lai ngay. P6 la mot trong nhitng diéu luat nghiém ngat
cua ba: Mot khi da bat dau lam viéc gi thi phdi két thiic no!

Khi t6i vao treong Big Creek, hudn luyén vién Merill Gainer, mot huan
luyén vién c6 thanh tich chién thang hién hach nhat trong lich st mién Tay
Virginia, da yéu cau t6i roi khéi san béng ctia 6ng khi nhin thay than thé
nho bé cua t6i lot thém trong bo dong phuc béng bau duc. Sau do toi gia
nhap doi trong diéu hanh cua tredng. Me néi ba thich bd dong phuc cua t6i,
con Bo khong thém cho mot y kién gi. Jim thi dugce dip nhuc ma, than
phién vé diéu nay bén ban an khuya nha t6i. Vita nh6m nhoam nhai thia
khoai tdy ghién day vung, anh vira thao thao bat tuyét vé sy mat mat
nghiém trong ban chat dan 6ng ctia mét thang con trai sinh hoat trong doéi
trong: “Con trai ma khong choi béng bau duc c6 vé la nhitng thang chét
nhat. Con con trai ma choi trong doi trong thi qua la nhitng thang chét nhat
thuc thy!”. Jim tham lam ngon thém khoai tay, nu6t voi réi hung hon két
luadn: “Em trai cua t6i qua that thanh mot em gai mat ro6i!”

“Um, con anh t6i 1a mot thing ngdc!” To6i phan tng ngay mot cach binh
tinh va theo to6i d6 la diéu hién nhién, khach quan ma thoi.

“Néu hai dita khong thé noéi nhitng diéu tot lanh trong ban an nay thi hay
lam on dirng n6i gi cd!” Me t6i thot 1én véi vé chan nan hoan toan.

Nhitng tit ngtt chdm chich caa Jim van tuén ra nhwng toi thi ngoan ngoan
lang im. T6i chang thé hiéu no6i béng bau duc hap dan cho nao va vi sao
nhitng thang choi mon thé thao nay lai dugc ton sung nhw anh hung. Nhitng
cau thad ra san duwéi sy diéu khién cda trong tai nham dam bao moi luat 1€
dwgc tuan tha; réi ho con deo miéng dém vai, héng, dui, dau goi roi ca mi
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bdo ho trén dau. Vay thi anh hung quai gi khi ho dong loat chap hanh luat
choi va deo nhitng tht bao vé ho khoi bi thuvong nhw vay? Toi mai mai
khong dong cam dugc vdi diéu nay.

B0 ndy gio van gilt im lang nhung lai trao d6i nhitng anh mat am tham
v&i Jim va theo t6i hiéu ngam rang ong ciing dong tinh viéc t6i choi trong
doi trong 1a diéu xdu hd, mat mat. Toi quay sang Me cau citu nhung ba
dang mong lung nhin ra ngoai ctra so, c6 1€ vai con chim tu tap & chd me
rdi thitc an. Téi ty nhd, minh thich b dong phuc nay va thich choi trong.
Ddc biét la Dorothy Plunk cling chung dji trong vdi t6i. Suy nghi nay la
dong luc dé toi ban cho Jim mot anh nhin ty man lam Jim thac mac khong
ngung.

SUOT MUA THU NAM AY, t& Welch Daily News va Bluefield Daily
Telegraph tran ngap tin ti’c vé cac nha khoa hoc, ky sw My tai Cape
Canaveral™ & bang Florida dang nd lic nghién citu dé bit kip thanh twu cta
nguoi Nga. Co vé nhu nhitng thi¢ t6i doc dwgc trong cac cudn tiéu thuyét
vién twdng dang dwoc hién thic héa. Dan dan, t6i bi toan bd cau chuyén
cudn hat. To6i nghién ngam tat ca cac bai bao vé nhitng ngwoi lam viéc tai
Cape va dan mat vao tivi dé theo dodi dén cung nhitng gi ho dang trién khai.
Toi bat dau biét dén Tién si Wernher von Braun, m6t nha khoa hoc nghién
cltu vé tén lira, nghe ra c6 vé la mot cai tén nwdc ngoai tha vi. Toi xem tivi
thdy Tién si von Braun trd 10i phéng van bang chat giong Pic dac trung
rang néu dugc phép ong c6 thé phong vé tinh 1én quy dao trong vong 30
ngay. Nhung theo bao chi cho biét 6ng con phai nhwdng quyén wu tién cho
du an mang tén Vanguard. Vanguard la Chuong trinh vé tinh cia Nam Dy
an bia ly quoc té ctia My va vi von Braun phuc vu cho quan déi nén ong bi
can tré khong duwgce thanh nguoi My dau tién dwa vé tinh 1én quy dao. Moi
budi tdi trwde khi di ngu, téi luén nghi ngay bay gio day Tién si Braun dang
lam gi ¢ Cape. To6i hang twéng twgng thdy ong dang nam ngira trén gian
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can cau cao, nhv Michelangelo, cam mo-lét chinh stta nhitng binh nhién
liéu cho hang loat tén Itta ctia 6ng. Toi bat dau nghi dén chuyén phiéu lvu
mao hiém khi dwgc lam viéc cho ong, gitp 6ng trong qua trinh ché tao va
phong tén ltta vao khong gian sau tham. Theo nhitng gi t6i biét, mot con
ngwoi vai day tai nang va sy thuyét phuc nhw vay tham chi c6 thé dan ca
doan tham hiém vao khéng gian nhw Lewis hay Clark khéng chirng. Va du
thé nao di nita, t6i cling mudn duwgc lam viéc vGi 6ng. Toi cling nhan thirc
duwgc rang dé lam dugc diéu nay t6i sé phdi ty trang bi cho minh nhitng
kién thitc dac biét vé mét linh viee nao d6. Moi viéc trong t6i van con ma
h6 lam, nhwng it nhat toi biét duwgc rang t6i sé phdi trd thanh nhuw cac anh
huing trong nhitng cudén tiéu thuyét to6i doc qua vdi long diing cam va muwu
tri hon nguwoi. Tt do t6i dan dan cam thdy minh vugt ra khoi Coalwood. Va
ban truvong ca trong tham tam toi bay gio luon hién hitu hai tén goiWernber
von Braun va Dorothy Plunk.

Khi bao chi dang tin Sputnik sap stta bay qua phia nam ctia mién Tay
Virginia, t6i quyét dinh phai tan mat chitng kién n6. To6i n6i cho Me biét va
that nhanh choéng tin titc dugce lan truyén tir nha nay sang nha khac. Nhitng
nguwoi nao muodn nhin Sputnik c6 thé tu tdp & san sau nha t6i dé cung nhau
thwdng ngoan gidy phiit né xuat hién.

Khéng khé dé tu tap mot dam déng & Coalwood nay. Trong dém do, Me
tham gia cung t6i tai san sau nha, cung nhiéu ba me va tré nhé khac. Roy
Lee, Sherman, va O’Dell ciing dén. Cac ba tap hgp xung quanh Me, va ba
trd thanh nguwdi cha tri ddm dong. Tw khi B6 1én ndam chitc vu méi, Me
lubén dugc tin twdng giao phé trach nhiém vé viéc nam nhitng thong tin mdéi
nhat tir tong cong ty - ké hoach gi sap thyc hién, quan doc nao bi sa thai,
nguoi nao dugc thang chitc. T6i vira ngam nhin Me viva cam thay ty hao vi
Me dep biét bao. Sau nay, moi lan t6i muwong twgng lai, t6i thay that sy Me
dep hon van lan. Mo6i khi Me cudi, khong gian nhw rec sang 1én bai chiéc
béng dén 100watt. Mdi téc xodn x0a ngang vai, d6i mat mau hat dé anh
xanh to tron, giong néi nhe nhang ém a - tri nhitng ltic la mang t6i va Jim.
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Vi sac dep do, chang ngudi thg mé nao cé thé di ngang ctra nha téi ma
khong dirng lai moi khi Me dang tia t6t viedn hoa trong chiéc quan short va
ao yém hé lung. Ho ditng dd, vo nhe vao mii bao ho trén tay, cudi toe toét
v6i nhitng chiéc rang nhuém mau thudéc 14 nhai r6i cdt giong: “Hidy, Elsie
nay, nhitng bong hoa né that riwc r& trong that dep mat, chac chan la nhw
vay”. Nhung t6i khong nghi rang ho dang ngam nhin nhitng bong hoa ay
dau...

Troi toi dan, nhitng ngdi sao n6i dudi nhau 1ap lanh. T6i ngoi trén bac
thém sau nha, c vai gidy lai ngoai dau kiém tra gid ti chiéc dong ho trong
bép. Tb6i sg rang Spunik sé khong xuat hién, hay du cé di chang nita ching
toi cling sé 1& mat thoi co ngam nhin n6. Nui déi trung diép bao boc xung
quanh, chi chtra lai cho ching t6i mot khodng trdi nhd dé quan sat. T6i
cling khong biét rangSputnik bay nhanh dén c& nao, n6 sé chi vut qua hay
cham cham bang qua trong tam mat ching t6i. Du sao di nita, t6i biét rang
duwgc thay n6 la mot diéu may man.

B6 buéc ra tim Me. Nhin thdy Me tu tap & san sau v6i dam phu nit ngam
sao, it nhiéu lam B6 by'c minh. “Elsie? Ba ngam cai quy gi trén troi day?”

“Sputnik, Homer a.”
“Bay ngang qua mién Tay Virginia ay a?” Giong B0 vang 1én ngo vuc.
“Sonny n6 doc trén bao thay néi vay ma.”

“Téng thong Eisenhower ching bao gid cho phép diéu d6 xay ra dau.”
B6 qua quyeét.

“Chung ta cttr cho xem.” Me ngam nga, day la cau wa thich ctia Me.
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“Toi di...”

“Dén moé lam viéc.” Bo me toi két thic mau doi thoai rat dong thanh
dong khi.

B0 dinh néi gi nita nhung Me nhuwéng may nhin B6 r6i 6ng cé vé nhan ra
rang t6t nhat la im 1ang. B6 la mot nguwdi dan 6ng cao to luc lwdng, chi dwédi
1,8 mét mot chit nhung Me van dé dang nam can dwgc 6ng. B6 chup mil
1én dau roi 18 buwéc vé khu mé. Ong ching nguwéc nhin trdi dit chi mot 1an.

Roy Lee dén ngo6i canh t6i. Tredc d6 khong lau, cau cho té6i mot 1oi
khuyén v& van dé cwa do Dorothy, nit than cuia long t6i. “Cau chi viéc lam

<

thé nay Sonny...”, vita n6i vira choang tay qua vai t6i, “...m0i nang ta di
xem phim kinh di nhw Frankenstein dai chién Nguoi S6i chang han. Trong
lic xem phim, ciu c tha san tay trén thanh ghé sau lwng nang, dén khiic
ghé rgn, dgi ding gidy phut nang ta khong dé y thi nhe nhang truon tay
xuong vai dén khi...” Ping lic nay Roy choc vao dau nguc lam toi nhay
nhom Ién. Roy 6m bung cwoi ngat nghéo con t6i thi chang thdy diéu nay
dang cuwai ti nao.

Jim lang vang bén ngoai quan sat ching t6i, miéng gam chiéc banh trung
thu roi két luan: “Li ngoc - nhitng thang 16p 10 thoai hdéa”. Lic nao Jim
cling an no6i nhw vay ddy. Poan Jim nhét ca chiéc banh vao mém nhai ngau
nghién mé6t cach théa man. Mt c6 bé hang x6m nhin thay Jim va bao dan
tién dén that gan anh ta. Jim cudi kiéu ngao roéi dva tay co co vao tdm lung
nho ctia ¢6 bé 1am no run lén vi bdi réi va vui swéng. Roy Lee nhin cham
cham mot cach than phuc. “T¢ khong quan tdm rang ching né sé bé gay
bao nhiéu cai xwong ctia minh nhwng nam sau t¢ quyét tam vao doi béng
bau duc!”

“Nhin kia! Nhin kia!” O’Dell bat than hét toang, vira nhdy cang vira chi
tay len troi. “Sputnik!”
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Roy Lee bat ditng thang day thét to: “T& cling thdy né roi!”, tiép do
Sherman kéu 1én mét tiéng r6i chi tay 1én troi. Toi trugt chan khéi bac
thém, ngad séng xoai nhung van c6 liéc mat nhin vé hwéng moi ngwoi cung
nhin t&i. Nhung lic d6 mat t6i hoa 1én ca triéu ngoi sao. “Kia kia”, Me noi
roi xoay dau toi vé phia Sputnik dang bay.

O d6 t6i thdy mot trdi béng sdng nhé nhin bay xuyén qua ca trdi sao nho,
thdp thodng giita nhitng rang nii mdt cach oai vé, uy nghiém. T6i ngam
nhin n6 mot cach say mé ct nhw dang dwoc that sy chitng kién Chua troi
cudi xe ngwa vang bay qua trén kia vay. Khi n6 vit qua, t6i cdm thay nhw
né mang theo mot y d6 nguy hiém, bat di bat dich, c nhw khéng c6 gi trén
day thién ha nay c6 thé can dwgc. Ca doi toi, nhitng gi quan trong déu xdy
ra @ mot noi bang quo xa x0i nao do. Nhung bay gio Sputnik dang & ngay
tredc mat toi trén san sau nha & Coalwood, tinh McDowell, mién Tay
Virginia cia My nay. Toi khong thé nao tin n6i. Duwong nhw néu toi co6 thé
viron xa hon mot chat nita thoi thi t6i da c6 thé cham vao né... Roi chi
khong day mdt phtit ngan ngui, n6 mat hit vao khong gian sau tham.

“That 1a mot vat xinh xan.” Me tém lai moi cam xtc, phan ng ctia dam
dong dang ding trong san nha. R6i ba cung nhitng phu ni* khac lai quay
quan néi chuyén phiém. Mot gio troi qua vui vé dén khi moi ngudi 1i luwot
ra vé, téi van con nan lai ngta mat Ién troi. T6i c6 khép miéng lai nhung
r6i mom c¢ ha héc ra. T6i chwa bao gid chitng kién mot canh twgng nao
tuyét voi dén vay trong doi minh. Dén khi Bo trd vé, t6i van con ditng tan
ngan trong san sau. M& ctta budc vao, trong thay téi, B6 ngac nhién hai:
“May van con ding ngoai day khuya nhw vay a?”

T6i khong may may dap lai vi khong mudn pha tan phép mau ma Sputnik
da phu 1én minh toi.
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B0 cung nhin 1én trgi véi toi roi gang héi: “May van con tim cai Sputnik
quai quy do a?”

“Thay no r6i”, cudi cung toi ciing thot nén 16i. T6i van con quéa choang
ngop dén nodi quén ca xuwng “Bo a” mot cach 1é phép cudi cau néi cta minh.

B6 con nhin 1én trgi mot Iic nita nhung khi thay t6i khong hé thém nira
10i, 6ng lac dau r6i bo di xuéng tang ham. Mot choc sau t6i nghe tiéng
nuwdc chay hoa lan véi tiéng co minh bang ban chai va xa phong Lava cta
B6. Thong thuong Bo ludn tdam & khu mo trwdc khi vé nha, nhung Me sé
chang bao gio dé 6ng vao nha néu nhw con mot phan ti than nao trén than
thé.

Pém do toi thao thitc trong phong minh, dau 6c ct &m anh vé Sputnik
dén khi khong thé cwdng lai con buon ngu nita, t6i thiép di. Roi toi chgt bi
danh thitc béi tiéng cong nhan 1€ giay va tro chuyén véi nhau trén duong
dén nha than. T6i quy goi nhin ra ctta s6, quan sat nhitng béng den trai doc
dwong. Nhitng nguoi thg lam ca dem nay c6 nhiém vu lam vé sinh bui than
va dam bdo an toan, ho phai phun bot da nang vao khong khi dé kéo nhitng
bui than xudng dat. Ho cling phai kiém tra hé thng dwong ray trong ham,
nhitng cot chong duwong ham, va ca nhitng mai lién két trén mai. Cong viéc
ctia ho nham dam bdo an toan tuyét doi cho hai ca khai thac than trong
ngay. Cai dang ho duéi anh trang, cdm cui trong bui bam, lam t6i muong
twong dén nhitng phi hanh gia trén mat trang. Nha than sang 1én trong anh
den bao hiéu nhin nhu tram khéng gian. D€ tri twdng tuwgng cua toi bay xa
hon nita, t6i thady nhitng nguwoi dau tién kham pha mdt trdng dang cat budc
vé phia tram gac sau mot ngay dao quanh nhitng canh dong bao la va
nhitng miéng nui lita im ang. T6i doan rang Wernher von Braun dang & trén
kia, chi dao doi ngii tinh nhué cua d6ng. Nhitng ngwoi thg bang ngang qua
dwong ray, nhitng tia sang anh 1én hop com cua ho dwa toi tr@ lai thuc tai.
Ho chang phdi la cdc nha thAm hiém mat trang, ho don gian chi la nhitng
nguwoi thg mo cua Coalwood dang trong ca lam viéc. Va toi cling khong
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phai la thanh vién trong d6i ngii cia von Braun, chi la mot thang nhéc &
Coalwood, mién Tay Virginia. Dot nhién, t6i thdy moi chuyén that chang
thoa dang ti nao ca.

kK

VAO NGAY 3 THANG 11 nim &y, nguwdi Nga lai vieot 1én mot 1an nita,
phong Sputnik IT vao khong gian. Lan nay n6 mang theo cd mot con ché cai
tén Laika, anh trén bao ctia n6é nhin hao hao nhw con Poteet nha toi. Toi
buwdc ra san, kéu Poteet lai r6i nhac béng noé 1én. N6 khong to nhung cé vé
ndng can. Me nhin thay, buwéc ra theo r6i hoi: “Con lam gi v6i con ché
vay?”

“Con dang thac mac la tén Itta phéi to ¢d nao thi méi mang né 1én qui
dao duogc.”

“Néu n6 ct tiép tuc té vao nhitng bui hong ctia me thi n6 sé bay thang
1én qui dao ngay, chang can tén Itra gi ca!” Me qua quyét.

Poteet rén ri roéi ric vao nach t6i. N6 khong hiéu hét dugc moi tir ngir
nhung chac chan né hiéu Me t6i mudn néi gi. Pén khi Me bo vao nha t6i
md&i dé Poteet xuéng, n6 chay ngay dén canh bui héng r6i ngéi xudng. T6i
chdng buon theo doi n6 lam gi tiép theo.

Moi tuan B6 nhan dugc 2 to bao trong thung thu, to Newsweek va Life.
Khi ching dugc dwa dén, B6 doc tir bia nay sang bia kia roi dén luot toi.
Trong so thang 11 cuda to Life, toi thich thia khi tim thay nhiéu biéu do két
cau may moéc bén trong ctia nhiéu loai tén Itra. T6i nghién citu ching that
ki, nhé nhitng gi Wernher von Braun tirng lam khi bat dau ché tao tén lia
lic nho. Mot niém hing khdi trao dang trong long t6i. Tai ban an t6i hom
do, tdi bo nia xudng roi hung ho tuyén bo rang toi sé ché tao ra tén ltra. Bo
dang xi xup vdi ly sita bot bip nén ching néi gi. Ong ban giai quyét mot s6
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van dé vé viéc thong gi6 tai ham mo, to6i doan rang cé 1é 6ng tham chi
chang nghe t6i ndi gi. Jim thi cwdi khic khich, chac anh dang nghi do lai la
viéc lam ctia mot diva em géi. Chi c6 Me nhin t6i mot lic 1au roi nhe nhang
ung ho: “Puogc, co 1én, ditng nan long con nhé!”

Toi tap hgp Roy Lee, O’Dell va Sherman vao phong toi. Nhoc Chipper,
con soc yéu cua Me, dang treo nguwgc trén rém cita quan sat ching t6i bang
anh mat tinh quai. Chipper thuwong chay vong quanh nha va hay to mo tham
gia vao cac cudc tu tdp. “Chang ta sé bat dau ché tao tén Itra”, t6i ndi lic
Chipper phong 1én vai minh. N6 dap xu6ng roi rén rén xich gan bén tai toi.
Td6i lo dang vuot ve no.

M4y dita ban nhin nhau r6i nhin vai. Roy Lee m@ 16i dau tién: “Chiing
ta sé phong tén lita & dau?”. Pay la tdt cd nhitng gi cau dy mudn biét.
Chipper ngo ngudy miii nhin vé phia Roy Lee, nhdy khoi vai t6i xudng
givong roi xuong dat. Phong tdi tan cong bat ngo la tro choi yéu thich cta
Chipper.

T6i tra 10i: “Sé phong tir hang rao canh nhitng bui hong gai”. Nha t6i
ndm lot thom gitta hai ngon ndi va con séng nhé nhung c6 mot khodng kha
trong trai dang sau vuwon hong ctia Me.

“Chung ta can d6 dé dém nguwgc day”, Sherman tuyén b6 mét cach thang
thung.

“Um, duong nhién 1a ching ta phai c6 d6 d& dém nguoc roi”. O’Dell cai
madc du chang ai mang tranh cai vdi cau ay ca. “Nhung ching ta can gi dé
lam tén ltra. Néi cau can gi di, minh sé tim cho.” B6 ctua O’Dell, chu Red,
lam nghé thu don phé liéu trong thi trdn. Vao cudi tuan, O’Dell cung anh
em trong nha di theo gitip viéc; rong rudi trén chiéc xe tai, cau ay nhin thay
hau nhw moi thit & Coalwood, khong Iic nay thi Iic khac.
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Sherman ludn la ngudi thuc t€ va cé suy nghi tuan ty, hgp ly nhat.
Sherman thac mac: “Vay thuc ra chiing ta c6 biét lam thé nao dé ché tao tén
ltva khong?”

T6i dwa tap chi Life ra va gidi thich: “Bon minh chi can bo nhién liéu vao
trong mat cai ong va duc mot céi 16 dudi day.”

“Phai dung loai nhién liéu gi?”

Toi cling da chuan bi mot s6 y: “Minh con 12 trai phao anh dao sot lai twr
ngay 4 thang 7. Minh danh dé dét vao dip dau nim. Ching ta sé dung
thu6c phdo lay ra trong rudt chiing.”

Pugc tra 16i mot cach thoa dang, Sherman gat dau dong tinh: “Ok, vay
thi 6n r6i. Ching ta sé bat dau dém ngwgc vao lic 10 gio nhé.”

“N6 sé bay cao dugc téi cd nao nhi?” O’Dell thac mac.
“Sé cao day.” T6i doan vay.

Ching t6i quay thanh vong tron r6i dwa mat nhin nhau. T6i khong phai
néi ra, day la thoi khac quan trong va chiing toi déu biét. Nhitng thang nhéc
Coalwood ching t6i sé hgp nhau tao ra bé phéng: “DPugc roi, chiing ta hay
tién hanh di.” Roy Lee vira n6i xong thi Chipper dap ngay lén mai toc B.V.
cta cau ay. Roy Lee dirng bat day r6i vut tdi bui mot cach vo ich vao ké tan
cong. Chipper cuoi khic khich réi phong 1én man cira.

“Chipper! Con séc hw don nay!” To6i hét Ién nhung né chang mang, chi
nham d6i mat tron va tinh ranh réi rung 1én sung suwéng moét cach 16 liéu.
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Roy Lee cudn to tap chi Life lai, nhwng triwdc khi cu ay kip vung tay 1én
thi Chipper da phéng di nhw tia chdp xudng nita cau thang, nam trong khu
vuC an toan - trong tam kiém soat ciia Me ding & bép. Roy Lee lam bam:
“Minh mong mua san séc dén sém qua!”

Toi ty ton minh lam sép doi thiét ké tén Itra. O’Dell cung cap cho td6i mot
cai dén pin bang nhya da hong dung lam than tén Itta. T6i thao pin ra réi
dung dinh duc mot 16 dwdi day. T6i van gdy qua phao anh dao, trit thudc
phdo cta né vao trong than cay dén pin roi quan lai bang bang keo quan
dién. T6i rat ngoi né cua mot trai phdo anh dao ra gan vao 16 roi dan keo
dinh t6 hgp thi nghiém dé vao trong than chiéc may bay mé hinh bang
nhya da dugc thdo mat hai canh. T6i dat tén n6 la F-100 Siéu Ky Si. Do
Sherman chay khong duwgc nhanh cho lam, hon nita y kién dém ngwoc ciing
t* cau ma ra cho nen Sherman dugc giao trong trach nay, va dugc lui ra xa
hon bon tdi. Roy Lee dem diém t6i. O’Dell sé la nguwoi quet diém va
chuyén cho t6i. T6i sé cham ngoi va chay ra khéi ving nguy hiém. Moi
nguoi déu dugc phan cong rat rd rang.

Khi man dém buong xudng, ching t6i chinh lai qua tén lita cho thang
bang, nhin né that bong bay va nguy hiém ngat ngwdéng trén hang rao vuon
hong ctia Me. Hang rao do6 la khoi nguén mot phan kiéu hanh va sy hai
long ctia ba. Me da mat 6 thang dé nhac nhé B cho 6ng McDuff ttt khu mé
1én day xay dung nd. Bém nay trdi lanh va trong, that 1y twéng dé ching to6i
c6 thé doi theo dau vét khi tén Itta phéng nhanh qua bau troi t6i mit day
sao. Chung t6i dgi dén khi c6 vai chiéc xe than am 1 chay ngang qua, r6i toi
cham ngoi va chay vé phia bai cé trong goc nhitng bui hong. O’Dell tw bit
miéng dé ngan bét nhitng tiéng cwdi thich thd cta minh.

Nhitng tia ltra xet ra ti* ngoi nd. Sherman dém ngugc tir 10. Ching toi
nin thd chd dgi trong hy vong, va roi Sherman ciing dém dén 0 va hét 16n:
“N6 tung lén nao!” diung ngay khoanh khac thuéc phao cuta trai phdo anh
dao phat no.
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Mot nguoi thg mo dang dirng doi xe ¢ tram gas ben dwong da chung
kién tan mat s viéc trén. Vao vai tro cia mot nguwdi bat dau nén nhitng cau
chuyén bén 1é vé sy kién nay, anh thuat lai diéu da trong thay: C6 mdt anh
chdp choi 10a tir san nha Hickam va n6 to nhw Chua vira vo tay. Sau d6 mot
vong cung ltra dién ban 1én cao, cao mai vao béng dém, déi huéng, quay
vong roi xet ra nhitng tia sdng 16a. Theo 101 anh ké thi tén Itta cia chting t6i
nhin rat dep va vo cung ryc rd; va toi cling doan rang anh twong thuat lai
diung nhitng gi da dién ra. Chi c6 mot van dé nghiém trong la vat phong 1én
bau trdi dém lanh gi4, trong vat va day sao khong phai la tén Itta cia ching
toi...

Vat do lai la... hang rao veeon hong ctia Me!
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3. ME TOI

NHONG MANH GO v& vun bay vut ngang qua tai t6i. Hang rao tan
tanh thanh t'ng méang 16n tung lén khong trung. Pam manh vun chay xém
roi rao rao xuong dat. Mot tiéng dong am vang rén ri khap khu long chao.
Tat cé ché caa phia dau va cudi thung liing dong loat stia inh 6i, dén sang
lén lan lwot tirng nha. Moi nguwdi chay ra va tim tum 16n x6n treéc nhitng
mai hién. Vé sau, t6i nghe thuat lai rang nhiéu ngudi twéng khu mé bi nd
hay nguwoi Nga da tan cong vao thi tran ching t6i. Vao ngay luc dé, toi
chang nghi dugc gi khac ngoai viéc thady mot vong tron to mau cam luwgn 10
tredc mat. Dén khi toi 1ay lai chut tri gidc va bat dau nhan thitc dwoc thi
vong tron md&i bién mat va t6i mdi nhin lai xung quanh minh. Nhitng diva
khac dang ng6i thu lu trén bai co, hai tay bit chat 1y tai. T6i thd phao nhe
nhom khi diém so qua khong cé dita nao bi thwong nang ca. Chi c6 mai téc
DP.V cua Roy Lee can duwgc chdi lai, mat O’Dell thi cang tron nhw mat
nhitng con cu lam t6 & nha than, va kinh ctia Sherman thi 1éch han sang mot
bén. Lii ché rit hét vé phia géc xa cua san nha. Bon chiing truon tr ti,
bung 1€ sat dat vé phia ching t6i khi Me buwéc ra va nhin vé phia khodng
khong gian den kit. “Sonny?” Me goi toi. Va toi nghi ngay liac do Me da
nhin thdy s6 phan cua cai hang rao vi nghe tiéng thang thét: “Oi, lay Chiia
toi!”

B0 budc ra sau Me, trén tay van cam to bao: “Co chuyén gi thé Elsie?”

Vtra nhin thdy sy xudt hién ctia Bo, tit cd mdy thang khac vung bé chay
sach. Chac bon chiing tirng nghe céi tiéng hung ton nhu vay ctia 6ng & khu
mo nén chang dita nao mudn dinh vao tran 16i dinh ctia 6ng ca. T6i nhanh
chong liéc dugc hinh dnh Roy Lee phong qua manh hang rao con sét lai.
May dita kia thi bang qua cho hong vira dugce tao ra bdi vu no. Lic nguy
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ngap do, toi ti nha chac phdi chay tron theo ching né 1én rirtng tam lanh
mot hay hai nam mat théi! Nhung khong may t6i da bi bat lai, y dinh trén
chay da bi pha v& hoan toan. T6i dap lai Me mét cach yéu 6t, miéng toi van
chwa thé hoat dong lai binh thwong dwgc. Me néi: “Sonny Hickam. Cau lai
day ngay cho t6i!”. To6i vu6t hai tai cho b6t u r6i cham chap tién vé phia
hién sau nha, thap thom cho dgi B6 hay Me budc ra dé két liéu toi.

“Elsie, ba c6 biét chuyén quai quy gi vira xdy ra & day khong?” Bo hoi
Me.

That may la Me da nhan ra toan cudc. “Sonny né héi minh c6 thé cho né
ché tao tén Itta hay khong, Homer a!” Me tra 10i va 14y lam la khi B6 khong
nhan thitc ra dwgc sy that hién nhién nay.

B6 van con boi roi vai cau tra 10i cia Me. “Sonny ma ché tao tén Iita u?
N6 tham chi con khong biét gan lai xich xe dap nira la!”

“Chung ta ct chd xem sao.” Me hit mot hoi sau. “Sonny, vay mdy dita
kia c6 bi gi khong?”

Qua bao nam kinh nghiém, moi lan gap rac roi véi Me, t6i biét rang cach
tot nhat la gid bo ngd nghéch. “May dira nao co a?” To6i vo ngo ngac. Ngay
ca trong nhitng tinh huéng ngat nghéo nhat, kha nang che day cua t6i cling
lam cho sv viéc dugc diu di doi chat. Mot lan, t6i dung chiéc xe cut kit t6t
nhat va ciing la chiéc duy nhat ciia Me lam xe trgt xuong trién doc cua nui
Substation. Sau d6 t6i gan nham vi tri cia nhitng cai chan ma toi da théo ra
tredc dé va ca dam 6c vit lién két khdp noi cua ching. Khong nhitng thé,
trén duwong tha doc, xe con trugt 1én tdng da chan ngang duwong dé lai mot
vét 16m sdu khong thé twdng, banh xe thi bi mon vet. Pén khi trd vé véi
nhitng gi con s6t lai, téi thanh minh thanh nga rang da thay nhitng bong hoa
rat dep trén ndi va dinh mang vé cho Me “néu nhw chiéc xe cat kit cii ki
khong v tan ra ttng manh nhu thé nay!” Me chang kho dai ti nao dé tin
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vao 101 bién bach ctda t6i nhing ba van cuwdi ngdt nghéo roi vo téi mot cai
manh hét sitc. Du gi di nita, d6i khi cling la nhitng viéc t6i da 16 lam mat
r0i...

“Elsie, t6i khong quan tam dén nhitng thang nhai khac!” B6 bao Me,
“Chi can canh chirng thang nhoc nay that ki trwde khi n6 kip lam xau madt

"’

t0i vGi ca thi tran Coalwood day

Me cudi roi quat lai vé cay ding, “Oi, minh oi, vang. Thién dudng cdm
khong cho 6ng dwgc quyén xdu ho a! Tai sao vay, tiép do thi moi cong
nhan sé khong xuc than cho 6ng nita hay sao!”

B6 lvom Me: “Pa 20 nam nay r6i ho cé xtc bang tay dau, ho dung may
moc co ma.”

“A, lai con thd vi nhu thé day ha!”

T6i nhan ra B6 va Me lai bat dau cdi co nhw thwong 1€, nén len 1én thu
minh vao goc tdi trong san nha canh lii chd. Dandy ric vao tay téi con
Poteet thi nam dwa vao chan. Téi cdm thdy c6 nang run ray, hay do la toi
run cling nén. Bo lai cho Me mot bai vé viéc khu mé da nudi song Me va li
tré chung t6i nhw thé nao, con Me thi dap trd rang khu mo da dem lai bao
nhiéu cam bay chét chéc. Khi B6 lac dau bo vao nha, ba Sharitz hang x6m
canh nha khé goi Me r6i tira vao hang rao tro chuyén. Toi chang nghe duoc
ho noéi gi nhung t6i c6 thé doan dugce hét. T6i con thdy ba Todd dang kién
nhan cho doi ¢ hang rao bén canh. Ba Sharitz sé truyén tin titc tr Me toi
sang ba Todd ro6i cit thé moi viéc sé di doc theo hang rao qua khap moi nha
lan can. T6i biét rang chi trong mot gio dong hé ngan ngui nita thoi, ca
Coalwood sé biét vé cai tén ltra nita voi, chuyén toi da kéo 1d tré vao su ngu
ngoc cia minh nhw thé nao va moi nguwdi sé dwgc dip cwoi hi ha vao mii
toi. Sau khi néi chuyén véi ba Sharitz, Me dén bén canh t6i nhin vao manh
hang rao dé nat dang chay am i ro6i thd dai thwon thuot. Bay gid chi con hai
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me con, Me c6 thé thodi mai thé hién sy that vong tran tré va noi tran 16i
dinh vGi toi. Toi gong minh 1ay hét can ddm chd doi. Ngo dau ba chi hoi
that nhe nhang: “Chang phédi Me da dan con dirng ty lam n6 tung minh day
sao?”

Ngay sau do, toi nghe chiéc “hac phon” réo vang va nhin thay bé ngang
qua ctra sO6 phong khach khi 6ng chay t&i nhac 6ng nghe. T6i hy vong rang
khong phai 1a ai goi dé than phién vé tiéng 6n vira xdy ra. Me nhin vao ctra
sO 1oi lai nhin vé phia nha than. T6i biét rang t6t nhat la nén im ldang khi Me
dang suy ngam moi viéc trong dau. Mot ltic sau, Me chi vé phia san sau va
bao toi: “Di nao, lai ngoi xuéng bac thém di, Me con minh can néi chuyén
vGi nhau.”

“Con biét 1a con da 1am sai, Me a!” T6i c6 gang phu dau nhitng suy nghi
cua Me.

“Homer Hadley Hickam Con. Viéc nay khong sai, n6 chi ngu ngéc thoi.
Me bdo ng6i xubng, nghe khong!”

T6i chap hanh véi cdm gidc nhv mot tén tiv tu sdp bi chat dau dén noi
vay. Dandy bo lén canh, rén v @ khe khé r6i gac dau l1én ban chan t6i.
Poteet thi phong di bat doi. T6i quan sat né phéng 1én khong, xoay hai
vong r6i roi, xudng tiép tuc chay, cdi mom den ngodac rong.

T6i ty nhu, lan nay minh gap rac r6i to r6i day. Me ludn rat gioi trong
viéc nghi ra nhitng hinh phat cwc ki sang tao. M6t 1an no, sau gid hoc vao
Cha nhat, trong lic voi vang xudng song bat tom véi Roy Lee, to6i da mang
ca doi giay da dung di 1é nha thd xudng nwéc. Khi Me bat gap doi giay
Buster Browns w6t siing cua t6i ba da gan giong: “Me thé vGi con day
Sonny, néu dau 6c con con trong rong hon nita thi n6 sé bay khoi c6 con
nhu bong bong day!”. Dé trirtng phat, Me ra 1énh cho t6i trong tuan t6i chi
dugc mang tat khi di 1€ nha the. Chang mat bao 1au dé tin tic nay truyén di

https://thuviensach.vn



khap thi trdn. Nhuwng t6i chang lay thé lam that vong, khi buéc xuéng 16i di
trong nha thd thi moi nguwdi tham huych vao ngudi ditng ké bén roi chi trd
vao t6i. Chi c6 diéu t6i da lam rach tat va ngén chan cdi to oach cua toi 1oi
hét ca ra ngoai. Me bi mat mat that sy khi ngay ca linh muc cting khong thé
gitt dwgc gwong mat diém tinh trong lic day.

Me ditng tredc mat toi, khoanh tay lai r6i nghéch cam vé phia truéc. Bo
noi Me nhin that dung la con nha Lavender khi lam dong tac nay va thong
thuwong diéu d6 dong nghia vai rac roi sap xdy ra. “Sonny, con c6 nghi rang
con c6 thé ché tao tén lra dugc khéng?”

Cau hoi cua Me lam t6i giat minh va quén han tinh rut ré thuwong ngay:
“Khong, Me a.” To6i nhac lai r0 rang hon: “Con khong biét lam nhu thé nao
ca.”

Me ddo mat” “Me biét con khong biét lam. Nhung me muon biét néu con
that s nghién cttu vé nd, con sé lam dwgc chir?”

T6i do xét xem Me c6 dang ltra toi vao trong nham bat to6i lam viéc gi
ngoai y mudn hay khong. T6i chac chan la cd, chi cé diéu phdi tim ra né
ma th6i. Du vay, t6i nghi it nhat cling nén noéi gi d6. “Xem nao... con nghi
rang c6 1€ la con cé...”

Me ngat 10i toi. Me biét t6i chi trd 10i qua loa cho xong. “Sonny,” Me thd
dai. “Con la mot thang bé dé thuwong. Me yéu con lam. Nhuwng quy tha ma
bat, con ludn nhw di trén may su6t ca doi minh, tao dwng ra nhitng tro choi
va 16i kéo Roy Lee, Sherman, O’Dell vao nhitng ké hoach ngéng cuoéng.
Me nghi da dén ldc con nén chin chan Ién mot chit.”

Moi khi mot ba Me & Coalwood bao rang con trai minh phai “chin chan

1én mot chiat” thi thwong thién vé hwdéng nhitng gi cau ta khong mudn lam
cho lam. T6i bat dau cam thay lung ting. Me lai sap lam moi viéc tram
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trong thém ca chuc lan roi day. “Dém hém no, me da lo lang cho con khi
tro chuyén vgi B6.” Me phan tran. “Me hoi BoO rang con sé nén lam gi khi
16n 1én, thi B6 bdo da tim cho con mot cong viéc phuc vu trén mat dat @
khu mé. Con c6 hiéu diéu nay dong nghia vai viéc gi khong ha Sonny? Con
sé tré thanh mot thit dai loai nhw la thw ky ctia B6 con, sé su6t ngay dinh
v&i cai may danh chit loc coc go nhitng don tr hodc ghi chép bao nhiéu tan
than dugc luan chuyén moi ngay. D6 la nhitng gi B6 nghi con c6 thé lam
tot nhat day!”

Mot cau héi bat ra khéi miéng t6i, né khién chinh to6i cling phai ngac
nhién. T6i nghi rang minh da thac mac diéu nay rat lau nhung van chwa cé
10i gidi dap. To6i hoi Me: “Sao B6 lai khong wa con vay?”

Me nhv vira bi dgi mot gao nuwdc lanh vao mat. Me lang im mot hoi, gam
nham lay cau héi réi rét cudc ba cling méd miéng: “Khong phai Bé khong
wa con, chi vi 6ng ay lic nao ciing nghi dén khu moé nén chang con nhiéu
thoi gian dé nghi vé con ma thoi.”

Néu nhw Me néi dé an i thi ba da chang lam cho long t6i vui 1én chut
nao ca. Toi biét B6 ludn nghi vé Jim, ludon khoe khoang vGi moi ngwoi rang
anh ay la mot cau thu béng bau duc tai ba dén c@ nao, va anh ay sé xé toang
ca thé gidi vai tai nang do ra sao khi 1én dai hoc.

Me lai ng6i xudng choang tay qua vai toi. Toi co rim trong cai 6m mang
cam giac xa la nay, da lau roi ba khong 6m ghi l1ay t6i nhw vay. Pay ciling
khong phai la cach gia dinh t6i thwong lam v6i nhau. “Con phai thoat khoi
Coalwood, Sonny a!” Me nhé nhe néi. “Jimmy sé di thoi. Bong bau duc sé
mang no ra khdi day. Me van mong n6 trd thanh bac si, nha si hay mot thi
gi do twong tw nhw vay, nhung bong bau duc cudi cung ciing gitip no ra
khoi Coalwood, sau d6 n6 co thé trd thanh bat ct ai ma né muon.”
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Me ghi t6i lai gan hon. M6t thoang cam dong, tdi ngad dau 1én vai ba,
nhung chot nhan ra rang diéu nay c6 vé da di qua xa. “Sé that khéng dé
dang chut nao doi v6i con.” Me qua quyét. “Con va me, minh sé phdi lam
gi do dé thuyét phuc B6 thay doi cach nhin vé con va cho con 1én dai hoc.
Me da danh dum tién rat lau, bay gio c6 1é da tam da cho con roi day,
nhuwng néu me noi v6i Bo ldc nay thi 6ng ay sé gat phat di thoi, sé cho rang
nhw vay la phi pham. Trong suy nghi ctia B, con sé chi luan quan & day,

»
!

lam viéc vat vanh & khu mo cta o6ng ma thoi, con a
“Con dwong nhién mudn hoc dai hoc...” T6i bat dau noi.

“Con phdi muodn chit!” Me cuwép 10i to6i ngay, tay budng khoi vai t6i.
Chot t6i cam thady nguwdi minh thodng lanh. Me tuyén bd hung hon: “Mot
ngay nao dé Coalwood sé chét, chét dan chét mon!”

“Gi co Me?” T6i khong hiéu Me mudn noi gi.

Me ding day. T6i thdy mat ba ngan lé. La mdt nguwdi cing cdi, Me
khong phai la mot ngudi dé roi nwdc mat. Chi mot lat sau, Me da hoan toan
binh tinh lai. “Con khong thé tréng chd vao khu mo sau khi hoc xong cdp
3, va cling khong thé trong doi diéu gi tot dep tr cai thi trdn nay ca. Chu y
nay, con nghe khong? Hay nhin nhitng dwra tré & Big Creek di, tw Berwind,
Bartley dén Cucumber... B6 cua chiing that nghiép va cac thi tran d6 dan
tan lui xung quanh ho. Do nén kinh té suy sup hay do mé than can kiét dan
hay vi ly do gi nita Me khong biét hét dwgc, nhung Me cam thay rang roi
mot ngay Coalwood ciling sé chung s6 phan ma théi. Con phai lam moi
cach dé thoat khoi day, bat dau tr bay gio, con nhé!”

T6i chang biét néi gi nita ca, chi diéng nhin Me tran tran. Ba lang 1€ thé

dai... “Dé thoat khéi day, con phdi cho B6 thay rang con thong minh hon
ong dy nghi. Me tin con c6 thé ché tao dugc tén Iwa, B thi khéng. Me
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muon con chitng minh rang me ding va 6ng ay hoan toan sai. Yéu cau nay
cO qua dang khong con?”

Me lai thé dai 1an nita tredce khi t6i kip dap lai, lwét mat qua hang rao da
bi thiéu rui, lam li buwdc qua toi tién thang vao nha. T6i nhe nhang rit chan
ra khoi dau Dandy, tranh cho né khéi giat minh r6i roi bac thém. Bing cho
vo trong khodng t6i & goc san, bong nui bao trum ldy t0i, toi c6 gang hé
thong va suy ngam lai tat ca nhitng gi Me néi. Dandy ding day, rut ré buéc
lai gan va liém tay t6i. N6 bay gid 1a mot con cho gia ngoan ngoan. Con vé
phan Poteet, n6 da th6i khong con du6i bat doi nita va nam thiu thiu nga
dwdi goc cay tdo sau nha.

Khi t6i vao trong nha, B6 van con 6m lay chiéc “hac phon”. B6 luon
dung than tir khi n6i chuyén dién thoai v&i ngwoi & cong ty: “Cho S6 4 hoat
dong ngay lap tirc!”. S6 4 1a mot trong nhitng cai 6ng thong gié khong 16
nam trén mat dat dung dé dan khong khi xuéng ham mo. Ngudi nao doé &
dau day bén kia dang khong lam ding theo yéu cau ctia B6. “Bay gio toi
roi nha dén do day, phai lam cho né hoat dong khi téi dén noi, nghe chwa!”
B06 dap may mot cach thd bao. T6i nhin B6 md toang ti quan 4o, chop 1ay
4o khoac va mii. Ong vut qua toi, khong thém liéc nhin nhw t6i ching hé
hién dién r6i di qua ctta sau. T6i nghe tiéng ctra lach cach mé roi dong lai
va B6 mat hat vao trong man dém sau tham.

T6i 1én lau, thady Me dang doi minh trong phong 16n. Ba chwa yén long
Vi t6i: “Con c6 hiéu dugce chit nao tir nhitng gi me noi t6i nay khong?”

Hinh nhu t6i dang do dan lam. “Da...”, t6i bat dau noi.
“Oi Chua, Sonny con oi!” Me rén ri mot cach gian dit. Me dit ngoén tay

1én miii t6i: “Me-dat-niém-tin-vao-con-day!”, tirng chit thét ra dan manh
cung tirng nhip gd. “Cho B6 thay 1a con cé thé dat dwgc mot thanh twru nao
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d6! Hay ché tao tén lira di!”. Me nhin t6i v6i anh mat day ngu y roi tré vao
phong ngu.

B0 vé nha thi da qua ntta dém. T6i chgp ngu lo mo trong nhitng cau néi
cta Me. T6i nghe B6 rén rén buwdce 1én cau thang va bat dau nghi lai moi
viéc vira xdy ra. T6i nhe nhang nhidc con méo hoa Daisy Mae ra khoi vong
tay minh roi dat né xuéng chan giwong. T6i nhom day va mé toang ctra so,
nhin ra ngoai. Nha than bao trum 13y t6i nhv mot con nhén khong 16. Theo
16i Me, B6 luon nghi rang toi chi thich hgp lam mot tén thw ky quén & khu
moé ma thoi... Mot luong hoi nwdc thoc 1én tir 6ng thong khi canh nha than,
toi doi theo n6 bay lén troi, nhin nhitng giot nwéc nho tan mat ra xung
quanh. T6i nay, mat trang lo ltrng trén cao, to va vang nha, mo do giita
vong hoi nwdc bang lang xung quanh nd. Nhitng ngoi sao lap lanh tr6i theo
dong song nhé hep ctia bau trdi lot thom gitta nhitng ngon nui cao. Toi
ngam nhin nhitng tia sang l6a lén tir xa xa. T6i chang phan biét dugc ngdi
sao nay v@i ngoi sao khac, that tinh khong hiéu biét vé kién thirc khong
gian la mdy. Va that phii phang, doi véi tén Iwa, toi cling chang biét ti gi.
Dot nhién t6i cAm thady minh that sy ngu ngéc nhw B thwong nghi. Me bao
toi phai ché tao dugc tén ltra, phai cho B6 thay toi cé thé lam duwgc gi. Toi
cling tirng nghi 1a minh phai hoc héi nhw thé nao dé c6 thé lam viéc duoc
cho Wernher von Braun. Néu nhw B6 thdng qua “hoc bong” Elsie Hickam
ctia Me thi may ra diéu d6 c6 thé tré thanh hién thuec.

R6i t6i nhé lai 16i Me noi vé viéc Coalwood dang dan tan lui. Bay la
diéu kho hiéu nhat trong nhitng gi Me néi téi nay. Xung quanh tdi, ngay
ngay Coalwood van ti€p dién trong ban giao hwdng céng nghiép vdi tiéng
am am cda nhitng chuyén xe than, tiéng khoi phun rén ri ctia dau tau va
tiéng nhip chan ron ra ctia thg mé. Lam sao moi tht d6 c6 thé két thuc
duoc?

Chiéc “hac phon” lai réo 1én am 1 cat ngang suy nghi cta t6i. C6 1é B6
chi vtra kip dat dau 1én gobi ldc dién thoai reo. T6i nghe thdy giong nghet
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miii cia B6 va mot trang chti tuc noi tiép sau do. Chi trong vai gidy, ctra
phong B6 bat tung ra r6i t6i nghe tiéng ong phong thinh thich xuéng cau
thang c nhw dang bi truy dudi vay. Xuong té&i cudi thang thi B bat dau ho,
nhitng tiéng ho that khan duc. Dao nay B6 hay than phién vé chitng di ting
ctia minh mdc du tiét thu trong khong khi thwong cé rét it phan hoa. T6i
thuwong bi danh thitc vao ban dém bdi nhitng tiéng ho cia Bo, nhung chuia
bao gid nghe né tram trong nhu vay. It phiit sau, t6i nhin thdy B6 qua cira
s0 phong minh khi 6ng buwéc nhanh vé phia khu mé, dau cui xuéng dat va
chiéc khan ran quan quanh mat. B6 dot ngot ding lai r6i cdi gap nguoi
xuong, nhw dang trong con quan dau dit doi, c6 vé chitng di &ng dang that
s hanh ha 6ng. B6 guong thang nguwdi va hap tap buéc tiép. Khi B6 dén
gan duong ray thi mét doan tau dai chd day than lan banh ra, chtra dwong di
cho B6 c nhwr 1a n6 nhan thay dugce sy xuat hién ctia 6ng vay. Dén lic Bo
nhdy qua dwdng ray va mat dang phia cuéi dwong thi nhitng chiéc toa xe di
nguoc trd lai che khut tam nhin cda t6i. Phong Me ngay canh phong t6i,
toi nghe dugc ti€éng ba kéo rém ctra s6 xuong. Vay ra Me cling dang doi
theo BO.
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4. HOI PHU HUYNH BONG BAU DUC

TUAN SAU, viéc hang rao bao quanh vidn hong cia Me bi pha hiy tré
thanh de tai ban tan sdi néi khip Coalwood. Ong McDuff tit khu mé xudng
nha toi dong lai mot hang rao ma@i va thong bao cai cii da vd nat thanh tirng
manh vun. “C¢ I¢é Elsie nén kéu chong t6i lam lai hang rao bang thép thi t6t
hon.” Ba McDuff két luan nhuw vay v6i mot ngwdi ban tai Big Store. Ngay
sau d6, nhitng ba ndi trg da truyén tai nhau cau n6i &y mot cach nhanh
chéng tir nha nay sang nha khéc, tir dau nay sang dau kia thung liing. Trén
dwong dén nha than, trong chuyén xe ché cong nhan, tai khu khai thac than
chinh hay tai khu mé bé hoang (noi chi con da va bui than con sot lai cta
khu mé cii), ngay ca lic giap mat nhau, tat ca nhitng ngwoi thg mé déu noi
vé vu no kinh hoang do.

Sang hom sau, trén chuyén xe buyt dén trieong, Buck Trant, tén hiu vé to
16n xau xi, tuyén bo hung hén tir bang ghé sau: “Tat ca 1 con gai ching
may déu thodi hoa cd.” Han ty curdi mot minh, té ra rat tam dac véi sy quan
sat va nhan dinh thong thai do. Ca bon cau tha béng bau duc con lai déong
thanh ho theo: “Lii con gdi odt con ngu dan thodi hoa!”

Sau mot hoi tap trung suy nghi, Buck n6i thém: “Li bé gai ching may
tham chi con khong ty hi miii dwgc néu khong c6 me giip mot tay nita
kia!”.

Roy Lee, Sherman va O’Dell cung cti dau titc gian mot cach bat Iuc.
Nhung t6i thi khong. Buck Trant qua dé dé phan khang lai. Han khong
nhitng dan don ma con rat dé bi tén thuong nita. “It nhat thi bon tao ciing
biét dwgc me may dang & dau,” toi trd dlia. Me cta Buck da bo nha, ngoai
tinh v&i tén ban may hit bui vai nam vé tredc. Ngay khi noi ra 10i 1€ cay
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doc cta minh, t6i cam thdy hoi han, song moi chuyén da qua mudn. Buck
l6ng 10n, ding bat ddy, nhung Jack dap phanh va han nga lan ra san. Luc
nay chuing toi chi mai di dugc nira nii Coalwood. Khong néi mot 101, Jack
tap xe vao 16, quay lai chi vao t6i va ra 1énh: “Xudng xe!” R6i 6ng nhin

»
!

sang Buck: “May ciing xudng, Buck

“T6i ay a?” Buck rén ri. “T6i c6 lam gi dau? Sonny gay chuyén trudc

"’

ddy chit. N6 luon dau téu moi chuyén, 6ng biét ma

Jack chang bao gio dé y dén nhitng chuyén nham nhi cta bat ki ai trén xe
buyt ctia 6ng, ké ca ctia nhitng tén cau thti bong bau duc vam vo. Jack gam
gr: “Dung dé tao phéi da may ra khéi xe day nhé, nhoc!”

Buck nhin quanh hong tim kiém sy ho trg cia dam cau tha béng bau duc,
nhung tat cad bon chiing déu cdi gam mat xuong. Han ngoan ngodn budc
xuong xe, ditng c6 doc trén dwong dat day bui bam. To6i di theo sau va ditng
canh han, Jack sap ctra xe lai. Ngay tréc khi xe buyt kip ré vao khic cua
thi Buck bat dau vo 1ay t6i. T6i quang hét ca sach vé, tranh cd chop hung
h6 cta han r6i chay vut vé phia trién ndi va chui vao ritng. Han hét theo:
“Tao sé giét may, do bon mat quai dan.”

“May va doi quan nao co?” T6i nip sau sau cay do quyén noéi vong ra
thach thitc han. Buck buéc doc con dwong va nat no nhung khong dudi
theo t6i, chac do han khong mu6n lam ban doi giay da 16n mau xanh dang
mang. Mot lic sau, Buck ra duong bat ngén tay cai va bat dugc mét chiéc
xe con chay ngang qua. Toi cling chui ra khoi rirng va lam nhv vay, di nho
xe dén Big Creek, vira kip tiét hoc dau gio. Toi tranh Buck ca ngay hém do
madc du chang dé gi vi ta do ctia han nam ngay canh tu cda toi. Roy Lee va
nhitng dita khac bat gap t6i vao gio an trwa, cdu dy phan: “Bon minh sé
khong ché tao mot qua tén lira nao khac nita dau!”.
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“Dugc thoi,” toi dap lai. Toi da gian cau ta va nhitng dita con lai tir lic
tui n6 khong ting ho toi trén xe buyt sang nay “Minh sé ti ché tao vay!” Sy
qua quyét nay khién chinh ban than t6i ciing lay lam ngac nhién. Nhung du
sao di nita, cho du co6 thich hay khong toi cling sé phai lam ma thoi.

“Ct viéc thitr xem.” Roy Lee lau bau r6i cung O’Dell va Sherman bé di.
T6i biét rang minh gap rac roi to roi day. Toi that sy can sy gitp do cia bon
né. T6i phai ché tao tén Itta nhung hoan toan khéng biét bat dau tw dau.

kkesk

DEM DO, khi tdi dang loay hoay véi déng bai tap dai s6 thi Jim tho dau
vao phong t6i: “Tao chi muon biét caAm giac tuyét voi nhw thé nao khi cé
mot thang em bi thoai hoa hoan toan.”

“Pirng lo vé diéu d6.” T6i tra 10i cé vé chang an nhap gi.
“Moi ngudi déu cuoi cot gia dinh minh chi vi may day.”
“Lam on bién dum di!” T6i gao 1én. “T6i dang ban”.

“Ban chuyén gi ha?” Anh n6i nhv mang vao mat t6i. “Quyét dinh phai
mac cai dam nao a?”

Jim né kip khi cdy bt chi cta t6i phong tGi r6i dong sap cira lai. Mot sw
ghen titc s6i suc gitta anh em thot nhién ndy né trong téi. Ai can quan tam
t¢i Jim nghi gi ch? Anh ta thdm chi con chang phai suy nghi gi ca. Bo sé
lo lang moi thit cho anh ta, nhin ddy, anh ta cé tit cd nhitng gi minh mu6n
ma. Jim nghi rang t6i nhv mot dita em gai. Pugc thoi, nhung it nhat t6i
cling khong x0ng xénh ra duong trong nhitng chiéc 4o mau hong va lon toc
vang trén tran!
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Qua tén lra dau tién da lam phién t6i trén xe buyt, & trwdng, cho dén bay
gi0 & ngay trong phong riéng. Moi chuyén chuwa két thic & d6. Vao ngay
th bay, khi t6i vao Big Store dé mua nuwéc ngot thi dung mat Pooky Suggs.

Lich st ctia Pooky Suggs thi qua pho bién & Coalwood nay. B6 cua han
mat mang vi trgt chan khoi phién d4 mwoi hai nam trwéc ngay tai khu mo
cta B0, ltc 6ng con la doc céng. Bé dugc tiép tuc ¢ lai Coalwood, Pooky
thoi hoc 16p 6, vao mé lam viéc. Han lu6n than phién véi bat ¢t ai chiu
lang nghe rang han bi budc thdi hoc dé lam viéc va trit trach nhiém lén dau
B6 t6i. Nhung chang ai thong cam cho han ca. B6 han da ty y ditng tiéu
ngay khu khong an toan, choé phan mai khong dwoc chong dd; mat khac,
Pooky da bi dip lai 16p 6 trong 5 nam r6i. Chang ai nghi rang han c6 thé
1én ndi 16p 7. Du vay, trong tri nhd ctia minh, t6i van thuong nghe thay tén
Pooky dwgc nhdc dén trong nha. Moi lan B6 than v6i Me vé nhitng diéu
ngu ngoc Pooky lam hodc nhitng Iic bat gap han Iwdi nhac trong khu mo cii
thi Me néi lai rang B6 hdy dudi viéc han di cho xong. Vi mot 1y do nao do,
B0 chang bao gio phan tng lai Me vé viéc nay. Cé 1é B6 van ludn thdy
minh cé trach nhiém vé céi chét cia bo Pooky. T6i khong chac, nhung c6
vé Bo khoan dung Pooky hon tat ca nhitng ngudi cong nhan mac 16i hay
lwdi biéng khac.

T6i ludn c6 gang tranh mat Pooky trong moi tinh huéng, nhung lan nay
to6i khong nhan ra rang han dang ngoi lan trong dam thg mo trén bac thém
ctia Big Store. “O hay, xem ai dang & day ndy, ra 1a cu bé tén ltra nha
Homer.” Han ta cat giong kinh tdm. “Nghe néi cai thit kia bi n6 tung phai
khong. B6 may cé tiép tay cho may khong day?”

Nhitng ngwoi thg khac quay lai nhin t6i. Ho déu dang cam ly gidy trén
tay dé hitng ba thudc 1a. “Chau sé tiép tuc lam ra mot qua tén ltra khac nita
cht?” Tom Tickle, mot trong nhitng nguwoi thg mé doc than song trong
Club House, héi toi.
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Tom té ra than thién va t6i hon nhién dap lai. “Vang, thwa chd, chau sé
lam tiép.”

“U, dugc ddy, c6 1én nhéc!” Ca dam nguoi dong thanh khich 18 6i.

“Thay chwa. Tat ca nhitng gi n6 cé thé lam la ché tao ra mdt qua bom ma
th6i.” Pooky noi ti€p.

“Du sao cling la mot qua bom tuyét voi day ch@!” Tom cuwdi. Pooky
ding 1én va len ra khéi dam dong. Hanh dong nhuc ma ctia han nham vao
toi da bi pha san. Han chup mi bao ho 1én dau, reén minh vé phia t6i, hoi
th& sdc mui con: “Nha Hickam ching may nghi rang minh siéu viét lam ha,
nhung nay, 1 ching may chang hon gi nhitng nguwdi khac dau!”

“Sonny c6 néi rang n6 khac gi dau ha, Pooky.” Tom bénh vuc t6i. “Sao
may khong thdi di tredc khi moi viéc trd nén rac r6i thém ra?”

Pooky quay di, gidm chan ldo déo trén doi giay dinh cua han. Mat han rat
goc canh véi cai miii nhon hoat va cai cam hinh tam gidc 1ém chém rau.
Madc du nha si Hale luén san sang lam viéc nhung rang cia han van vang
khé va sttt mé. Giong han luén mang dm diéu rén ri nhw day dan violon lac
tong. “Tao cho may biét nhé, bon tao sé dinh cong. Tén khon Homer dinh

"’

bat chiing tao lam viéc kiét sitc dén chét day

“Tao khong tin rang cong viéc sé giét chét dwgc may dau, Pook a.” Tom
nhéch mép cudi va cd ddm céng nhan con lai dong loat cuwdi 6 1én.

“Ca It ching may chét quach hét di cho r6i!” Pooky lam bam. Chac han
dinh néi ra mot cach manh bao nhung rét cudc lai c6 vé yéu 6t. Toi dot
nhién cam thay tdi nghiép cho han. Pooky lai ném cho t6i thém mot cai
nhin day kinh tdm. “B6 may da giét chét bo tao,” han thot 1én cay dang,
“tao sé khong bao gio bo qua dau!”

https://thuviensach.vn



Tom ditng day va kéo Pooky ra khéi t6i, quay ngudi han lai va chi vé
phia bén kia duwong: “May nén vé nha di, Pook”.

Nhan lic nay, t6i lach qua dam dong dé vao Big Store. T6i mua nuGc
ngot, tir ton nham nhap no va theo doi qua ctra kinh sy viéc dang xdy ra bén
ngoai. Pooky va Tom nhw dang nhdy dam vay, Pooky thi c6 gang di vao
trong Big Store con Tom lam moi cach xoay han vé huéng nguoc lai. T6i
nhe nhom khi r6t cudoc Tom da thang va Pooky ldo ddo bo di. Khong lau
sau, moi ngwoi da hét chuyén va gidi tan. Khi bac thém da vang bong
nguoi, toi chay ra va dap xe vé nha. Poan gan truong Coalwood, t6i di
ngang mot dong thg mo dang tién vé nha than. Ho cwdi nhan nhé va dong
loat ho to khi toi phong ngang qua: “Cau bé tén lwa!”. Toi dang tu dua
minh vao tinh thé gi day? T6i da n6i v4i qua nhiéu nguwdi rang sé ché tao ra
mot qua tén ltta khac, va bay gio téi phéi thye hién né. Nhung lam nhw thé
nao? Bi mat nao lam cho tén Itra c6 thé bay dugc?

TRAN PAU BONG bau duc cudi cling ctia mua giai giita Big Creek va
Tazewell - truong trung hoc ngay bén kia ranh gidi Virginia - da két thuc
v6i chién thang thudc vé Big Creek. Jim chi dao hai tién vé cang ngang hai
bién, cat ngang duong chuyén roi phan cong va ghi ban. Vi chién thang
nay, déi béng toan thang sudt mua gidi. Sau d6 Hiép hoi thé thao cac
treong dai hoc cap bang da lam ding nhw nhitng gi ho dinh lam, két qua la
doi bong cua huan luyén vién Gainer khong da tw cach tham dy gidi vo
dich bang. Mac du diéu nay chang lay gi lam la, nhung sy phan d6i manh
mé van no6 ra khap vung. H6i Phu huynh béng bau duc bi cac fan ham mo
chat van va yéu cau phai lam gi do dé giai quyét van dé trén. Jim lién tuc
héi B6 trong bita an khuya rang 6ng sé lam gi. B6 thi van lu6n miéng bao
ong dang suy nghi. Cudi cung, vao mot dém no, B6 quyét dinh sé mai luat
su’ @ Welch can thiép vao vu viéc.
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Me b6 nia xudng va nhin B6 ngd ngang: “Homer nay, t6i khong nghi d6
la m6t quyét dinh sang sudt dau”.

B6 xtic mot thia day dau va banh mi bot bap. “Elsie, to6i biét rd minh
dang lam gi.” Bo tra 10i mot cach tho o, tham chi chang thém nhin mat Me.
Me 6 ra lo lang: “Khéng, 6ng khong biét dau. Bon Charleston rac rugi
dé khong muon cho ching ta tham du thi sé lam moi cach dé ngan chan.
Chéng c6 luat su ndo thay déi duwoc ca. Ong chi rede phién phic vao ngudi

ma thoi.”

“Nhung Me a, Bo phai lam mét cai gi do chit.” Jim van nai. “Tui con
xtrng dang dwgc tham dy ma”.

“Me biét con xitng dang, Jimmie a!” Me 6n ton tra 16i. “Nhung doi lic
ching ta khong thé lam dugc gi, mac du ching ta xitng dang. P6 la sy that
xdy ra cho tat cd moi nguoi, ké cd con. Me biét diéu nay lam con rat ngac

nhién, nhuvng doi la vay con a!”

Mat Jim t6i sam lai, anh day ghé ra khoi ban an: “Con xin phép di day!”
Jim thot 1én mot cach rau ri.

B0 dua tay che mat, nhw dé tranh cai nhin cham chap ctia Me: “Jim, moi
viéc sé on th6i.” Bo khang dinh. “B6 sé lo viéc nay.”

“Homer -” Me cao giong canh bao.
“Elsie -” Bo dap lai vdi ngit diéu am chi rang dirng-c6-lam-phién-t6i.

Jim ding day thét len: “Ai do phai lam gi di chu!”
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T6i bat dau hanh dong. Nhitng thang choi béng bau duc, ngay ca anh t6i,
that dé bi da kich. “Anh c6 thé doi 1én Charleston, & d6 sé duwoc choi thoi.”
T6i khuyén vdi giong day dao dic.

Jim quay sang to6i, nam chat nam dam: “May sé chét ngay day Sonny.”

“Jim, vé phong di.” Me ra lénh. Me doi theo dén lic Jim di khuat roi
lwdm t6i de doa truwdc khi nhin qua B6: “Homer a, hdy bé mac chuyén nay
di.”

B6 xoay khép co, toi nghe tiéng rang rac phat ra. Vui dau sudt ngay
trong cai ham mé do6 han chang tot gi cho cai c6 cta Bo. “Pay khong phai
viéc caa ba dau, Elsie.” B6 noi.

“Chi dirng lai va binh tinh suy nghi, t6i yéu cau 6ng cé vay thoi.”

“Nhuwng con H6i Phu huynh béng bau duc -”

“Troi a, tat ca 6c cia cac 6ng trong Hoi Phu huynh béng bau duc day con
khong d6 day dwoc tach ca phé caa tdi nita 1a. Ong phai suy nghi thé cho tat
ca bon ho chit.”

“Bon toi da quyét dinh roi Elsie a. Bon toi sé 1én Welch.”

Me thudc Kinh Thanh lau lau va luén biét van dung n6 thanh vii khi hiéu
qua chong lai Bo: “Néu nhwr dé mot ké mu dan dat mot ké mu khac, ca hai
at sé cung té xuong ho.” Me bao Bo, chuyén cudc dau khau nghiéng han vé
phia Me vi n6 dwgc sir ho trg manh mé cia Chua.

Sau mot ldac boi r6i ra mat, BO trd 10i: “Cam on 10i gop y chan tinh cua

ba, Bitc Ba Lavender”. Chiéc “hac phén” reo lén ngay lic dé, n6 ludn la
cach tot nhat dé két thiic nhitng cudc tranh cai trong nha t6i. B6 quat ai do
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qua dién thoai mot cach dit d6i roi khoac voi 4o, mii va phong ra ctra. Toi
biét rang 6ng rat biét on sy gian doan nay. B6 di dén qua ntta dém mai vé
nha. Mai khi B6 lam vay, t6i tw héi khong biét c6 khi nao 6ng chi quanh
quan trong van phong, ngoi dém thoi gian, doi dén khi Me ngt r6i mdi vé
hay khong.

Mot tudn sau, ding nhw nhitng gi Me lo sg, H6i Phu huynh béng bau duc
da dé don kién. Tran ddu chung két chi con cach mot tuan nén ho phai tac
dong toa an giadi quyét vu viéc mot cach nhanh chéong. Ba ngay sau khi 1ap
h6 so, quan toa bang & Bluefield liéc so qua va loai bo vu kién do van dé
lién quan dén chuyén mén. Ong phén ring, theo tién 18, chwa c6 mot to
chitc ca nhan nao di kién mot co quan cap bang tai toa an ctia 6ng ca. Tran
chung két van dién ra theo diing ngay quy dinh va mua giai chinh thitc két
thac. Jim rat gian dit va ti nhot minh trong phong sudt ngay, trtt nhitng lic
xuong nha an hodc xem tivi hay néi chuyén dién thoai véi may dita con géi.
Toi tranh mat anh ta, rat lui vao chiéc ghé trong phong khach ngoi doc so
Newsweek m6i nhat cua Bo.

“T6i ming vi moi viéc cudi cung ciling két thiic.” Me no6i khi nhin Jim
rau 11 budc 1én xudng cau thang.

“Bon t0i sé khang cdo.” B6 ndi vong ra tiw chiéc ghé banh ctia 6ng. Bo
dang nam doc bao. “Bon t6i sé thay doi chinh kién cta lao quan toa do6”.

“Nhung tran dau da dién ra r6i co ma!”
“N6 thudc vé van dé nguyén tac.” Bo dap lai.

Me budc vao phong khéach va ditng trudc mat Bo. “Nguyén tac gi? Chi la
boéng bau duc cap treong thoi ma!”
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B0 1at sang trang ké tiép c nhuw vira doc xong mot bai bao. Nhung tr vi
tri ciia minh, t6i nhin thdy B6 dang lat dén trang truyén tranh ma 6ng chang
doc bao gio. Me c ditng nhin B6 tran tran, cudi cung 6ng ciing chiu m@
miéng trong khi mat van dan vao nhitng hinh anh vui nhon trén bao: “Day
la viéc cua dan ong, Elsie a.”

“Co lé la vay, Homer a.” Me dap lai. “Nhung nguoi dan ba nay dang noi
cho ong biét rang diéu do6 sé gay ra nhiéu tham hoa day.”

“Chung ta ct chd xem”, B6 nhai lai bang cau néi wa thich ctia Me.

kkesk

MIEN TAY VIRGINIA ndm 4y mua dong dén muoén. Trudc d6 mua thu
cling dep tuyét voi, 14 mang mau vang chay rang ngoi dén tan thang 11 va
bau troi dan nhat di nhung van trng xanh nhw mau tritng chim két. Ngay
trieéc Lé Ta On, céi lanh tir Canada cudi ciing ciing tran vé lam 14 trén canh
dot ngot triat xuong, dé lai nhitng than cay den, tro troi, khang khiu. May
bao mua dong un un kéo vé va mac lai vat vo trén nhitng ngon doi xung
quanh thj trdn. Moi vat dwong nhw déu chuyén sang mau den, xam va nau.

Coalwood c6 nhitng hoat dong thuwdng 1€ vao moi dau mua va mua dong
nam nay cting vay. Ba Eleanor Marie Dantzler, vo cua 6ng Devotee
Dantzler - giam doc ctta hang ctia cong ty - 1én ké hoach cho nhitng budi
ngam tho bén dan dwong cam vao mua déng, mot sy kién cong dong
thwong nién. Nhitng chiéc xe than cta cong ty ddo vong va tiép day than
cho tirng nha. Cau lac bo Phu nit Coalwood thi lo chuan bi xe ruwéc cho
buoi diéu hanh vao ngay Cwu chién binh & Welch. Vao nam 1957, Jim clng
nhitng cau thu bong bau duc khac van dong phuc hai quan va dién lai canh
phat co chién thang & Iwo Jima. Rat nhiéu cyu chién binh da khéc nic né
trén duwong khi nhin thay canh twgng dé. Doi trong Big Creek di ngay sau
xe diéu hanh, va t6i hanh dién la mét trong nam tay trong. Me ditng cung
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BO trén 1é duwong, ong lién tuc vo tay va tung hé moi khi xe diéu hanh di
ngang qua, mat thi luén dan chat vao Jim, t6 vé tw hao. Trudc khi toi di
ngang qua thi ong da ngoai lai phia sau néi chuyén v6i mot nguwoi nao do
va di nhién la khong nhin thay cau con trai Ut cia 6ng. Trong nhip trong
vang don t6i chi nghe tiéng Me ho: “Pugc lam, Sonny”.

NGUOI BUNG PAU cong dong Coalwood 1a chi Dubonnet, tirng 1a
ban hoc ctia b6 me t6i & trudng cdp 3 Gary. Trong Thé chién thw 2, rat
nhiéu thg mé, trong d6 c6 ca Bo t6i, dwgc mién quan dich; thoi diém nay
than rat can thiét cho cudc chién va ho dugc ¢ lai tap trung khai thac. Lé ra
chi Dubonnet cling dwgc quyén & lai mién Tay Virginia nhung cha da
quyét dinh gia nhap quan doi. Khi chi dén Normandy thi B6 t6i vira bat
dau khai thac mot ving mé md&i, noi c6 day nhitng mach than “cao”. S& di
né dwgc goi nhu vay vi than rat déi dao, mot nguwdi 16n c6 thé ditng thang
trong duong ham sau khi than da dwgc dwa ra ngoai. Khi chién tranh két
thuc, hoat dong cia mo than Coalwood lién tuc sinh 1gi va tré thanh muc
tieu ghen ti khap tinh. Vao lic do, Té chitc UMWA bat dau chi y dén khu
mo nay cua ong Carter. Nhitng nguoi cong nhan dugc huwdng sy hoa binh
trong vong hon 50 nam triedc khi moi viéc dot ngot chuyén xdu. Nguyén
nhan bat nguon tr viéc 6ng Carter tir ch6i du dinh cai cach cua Lién minh
Cong nhan, dan dén viéc bai cong ctia cong nhan. DPap tra lai hanh dong
nay, ong Carter bat dau cho déng ctta nha may khong cho c6ng nhan vao
lam viéc dé gay ap luc lai ho. Mot vai cudc x0 xat, tiéng gao thét dién ra
quanh khu mé, cé nguwdi con don dai rang ho no stng trong nhitng khu
thung ling nita. € lam diu tinh hinh, Téng thong Truman diéu dong Hai
Quan Hoa Ky dén trdn ap va m@& cta cho khu mo hoat dong tré lai. Sau
thang sau khi quan déi chiém dong & Coalwood, 6ng Carter bi budc phai ki
két hoa wdc véi Lién minh Cong nhan va khong 1au sau phai ban khu mé
trong s cam phan. DBoi Trwdng va Bo toi thi tiép tuc & lai day lam viéc.
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Mot thap ki sau, nén hoa binh gitta cong nhan va ban quan ly ¢ day dwoc
thiét 1ap lai tam oOn, thinh thodng bung lén nhitng cudc dinh céng nho
nhung nhanh chong dwoc dap tat ngay. Hoat dong cia khu mé Coalwood
ngay cang phat trién 16n manh hon. Khi B6i Trwdng vé huwu, 6ng nai ni B
toi thé cho 6ng dé trd thanh ngwoi quan ly khu mo. Vé viéc nay, do Bo t6i
chi mdi tot nghiép cap 3, nén rat nhiéu nguoi & Coalwood, trong Lién minh
Cong nhan va ca cong ty thép cha cta ching t6i déu nghi rang 6ng khong
xitng dang vai vi tri ay. Nhung Bo toi da chitng to rang ho déu sai qua khoi
lwgng cong viéc khong 16 dugce tao ra bang tat ca nang lwgng va sw thong
thai cia 6ng. B0 t6i van tiép tuc mang tam nhin ctia Doi Trwdng vé mot thi
trdn giau manh ngay ca sau khi moi nguwdi hau nhw da quén bang vé né.

Pén nam 1957, hau hét nhitng ngwoi lanh dao cao tudi cia Lién minh
Cong nhan cting nghi hvu theo DBoi Truang; day la co hoi cho 16p nguoi tré
tudi hang say, tham vong thé hién kha nang va gia tri ctia minh. Dubonnet
la mot trong s6 ho, chd nhanh chéng chiém linh vi tri 1anh dao & dia
phuong cia UMWA Coalwood. Bén khi moi nguwdi nhan ra rang dé chu
Dubonnet va B6 toi & hai chién tuyén la c6t 16i cua nhitng mau thuan trién
mién thi moi viéc da qua muon.

bung nhv Me du doan, vao mot ngay chém déng, Bo ditng trwdc nha
than va diém danh nhitng cong nhan bi thoi viéc. Sy suy thodi kinh té dang
bau dau dién ra trén cd nwdc, nhu cau vé thép gidam di va hién thoi
Coalwood dang khai thac ra lwgng than vugt qua con s6 cong ty thép can.
Vi vay cong ty phai cat gidm 25 c6ng nhan. Khi viéc nay xdy ra, nguoi
cong nhan khong nhitng bi mat viéc ma con bi mat nha &, vat chat tir nhitng
ctta hang ctia céng ty va ca quyén cong dan & Coalwood. Nhitng ngudi bi
sa thai bi budc roi khoi nha trong vong 2 tuan. Mot s6 nguwdi 1én It dung
l1éu bén bia ritng & Snakeroot mong chd dén ngay dwgc thué lam viéc lai.
Cong ty ra lénh cho B0 t6i phédi cudng ép ho cudn goi khoi dé6 nhung 6ng
da khong tuan theo. Nha tho gom goép nhitng gio do an vao L.é Ta On va Lé
Giang Sinh dé giup do cho cac gia dinh nay. Va lan dau tién trong cudc doi,

https://thuviensach.vn



t0i nghe dén viéc nhitng dita tré trong trrtong Coalwood can dwgc ho trg
quan 4o va lwong thuc.

Sau bién c6 sa thdi, Lién minh Cong nhan khong biét lam gi dé céi thién
tinh hinh, ho lo s¢ va dinh cong. Mot t6i no, chii Dubonnet dén truwéc cira
nha ching t6i, Me ra m& va kéu 1én té vé hai long khi duwgc gap chu ay: “0,

»
!

Xxin moi vao, John...!” Liuc nay t6i dang nam won trén tam tham trong
phong khach, mé man doc cuén Cuéc Phiéu Luwu ctua Gidn Piép Khbéng
Gian cia A.E. van Vogt. Ong da viét rat nhiu vé qua tén ltta ma nguoi
hung trong truyén dung dé di chuyén, nhung lai chang dé cap dén nguyén

ly hoat dong ctia n6. That la qua doi that vong.

“Elsie” chi Dubonnet ditng trudc thém nha, chao hoi Me toi 1ay 1€, thao
chiéc mii lao dong den xin ra roi héi ngay: “C6 Homer ¢ nha khong chi?”

B6 & trong bép, chac han dang an tdo. Sau khi cat bé té bao ung thw, bac
si budc B6 phéi an cang nhiéu tdo cang tot, tit d6 ong da c6 gang an rat
nhiéu trai cay nay. B6 ra ctta r6i hat ham bang mot giong diéu cay cd nhat
tlr tredc dén gio ma toi ting nghe: “Dubonnet, néu 6ng mudn néi chuyén
V(@i toi thi ra van phong ma noi!”.

“Co chuyén gi xdy ra véi 6ng vay, Homer?” Me ha hoc miéng ra. “Xin

')’

moi vao nha, John

Vi Cha tich Lién minh Cong nhan khong nhic nhich: “Pwgc roi Elsie a.
Homer, anh c6 thé ra ngoai nay khong? T6i can ban thdo vGi anh truée khi
xuong hop vGi cong dong Lién minh.”

B0 cau may nhung van buwdc ra va déng sap ctra lai. T6i khong nghe thay
ho noéi gi nén chay ra phong giai lao dé nhin 1én nhung Me lwom t6i té vé
khong hai long. To6i danh rit vao phong khéch, can than nép vao vi tri cé
thé quan sat dugc dién bién sy viéc. Lic do, téi nhé rang nhitng gi t6i nghe
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dwgc ho no6i hau hét dé cap dén Gary. T6i con nhé chi Dubonnet tirng la
dai biéu hoc sinh chung 16p v&i bé me, dong thoi 1a mot ngdi sao bong bau
duc. To6i khong chac 1am nhuwng t6i doan rang ngwdi dan 6ng nay ciing tirng
hen ho v&i Me mot vai lan. M6t liac sau, B6 m@ civa buéc vao nha. “Cong
ty cho anh mot cong viéc 6n dinh, mét mai am va mot cudc song sung tic
Dubonnet a, nhung anh cit muén htiy hoai n6.” Bé tiép tuc néi.

“Viéc sa thai khong hoan toan chiéu theo hgp dong ctia ching ta, anh
biét ma Homer.” Chi Dubonnet dap lai mot cach tw ton.

B0 dadt tay 1én tay nam cita va n6i: “Cong ty lam diéu ma ho can phai
lam.”

“T6i chang hiéu n6i lam sao ho cé thé bién anh thanh mot ké song chét
cho cong ty thé ha?” Lan nay chi Dubonnet thot 1én ndng né va cay dang.

“Con hon la bi ném vao v6i mot 1t “d6” ctia John L. Lewis day!” Bo
phan @ng lai.

Cha Dubonnet lac dau phéan tran: “Van dé & cho anh khong thay dwoc ai
that sy 1a ban cia minh, Homer a. Khi cong ty gap rac roi thi ho sé quang
anh ra dwong nhuw mét con chudt chét thoi.”

B0 lai budc ra thém nha va ham huc bao: “Con van dé cua anh la anh
khong thé chidp nhan dwogc viéc toi tiép nhan lai vi tri ctia Doi Trwdng”. Bo
con dinh n6i thém nita nhwng 6ng bat dau ho va 6m ghi 1y nguc.

“Thay chwa Homer.” Chi Dubonnet cham chich. “Ho 10i ca phédi ra kia.
Anh c6 thé 1a quan doc khu mo that day, nhwng anh cling mac phai can

bénh chung & do r6i”.

Me xen vao: “Ca hai ong thoi ngay di!”
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“Ba dirng xen vao viéc nay Elsie.” B6 thd hon hén va hit vao rat kho
khan.

“Nhin anh ta kia.” Cht Dubonnet bdo Me. “Chi c6 nghi rang cong ty
quan tdm dén cai phdi cia anh ta hay bat ¢t nguwdi nao khac? Chac chan la
khong r6i! Pay la tat cad nhitng gi ngai B6i Trudng dang kinh dem lai cho
ching ta véi nhitng c6 may dao than cua 6ng ay day.”

B0 lac dau nguady ngudy va c6 hit khong khi vao buéng phoi. “Anh dirng
c6 dung cham dén DPodi Truéng.” Ong lai h4 h6c moém ra. “Ong dy 1a mot
con nguoi vi dai. T6i chi bi di ¢ng thoéi. Hay nhin b6 t6i va ca bo anh nita.
Ho lam viéc trong khu mo su6t ca cudc doi nhung c6 bao gio phoi ho cé
van dé gi dau.”

“B0 chung ta dao than bang cu6c chim, Homer a.” Cha Dubonnet c6 vé
binh tinh tr@ lai. “Nhitng c6 may d6 nghién nat than lam khong khi tran
ngap bui than. Sau khi gidi quyét xong viéc sa thdi nay, bui than la van dé
t0i muon dé cap dén day. Ching ta phdi c6 bién phap dé bao vé cong nhan
khai bui than.”

“Toi sé rat 1dy lam cam kich néu anh bién mat khéi thém nha t6i.” Bo
nghen 10i.

“John, toi nghi tot nhat anh nén lam vay.” Me nhe nhang néi va dat tay
1én tay B6. Ong lai gat ra.

Cht Dubonnet doi mii vao va noi: “Elsie, chi 1a mot ngwdi phu nit tot.

T6i luén nghi chi xing dang dugc nhitng gi hon thé nay.” Chud quay lung,
buwdc ra ctra va bang qua dwong di vé phia tram xang.
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B0 ldo ddo budc vao nha va ngéi phich xuong chiéc ghé banh ctia minh.
“Céi 1 Lién Minh John L. Lewis khon kiép,” 6ng lam bam “han van nghi
han con 1a ng6i sao bong bau duc a. T6i khong thé choi béng nita, vi toi
phai lam cai viéc dao than nay ngay sau khi t6t nghiép ma.”

“T6i biét dieu d6 ma, Homer.” Me ditng trong phong gidi lao vira nhin
B0 vira néi. Giong nhe nhang ctia Me lam t6i rat doi ngac nhién.

Tay B0 run ray ldc vdi lay t@ bao ro6i bao Me: “Ba la mot nguwdi phu nit
tot, Elsie a”.

“T6i cling biét diéu d6 ma, Homer.” Me dap lai ttr ton.
“Ba da c6 thé chon lya day chit!”

“T6i da chon r6i ma”. Ba nhin sang t6i, dwong nhu vira nhan ra sy hién
dién cua t6i trong phong khach va quat Ién: “Veé phong hoc bai mau!”

T6i ngoan ngoan vang 10i, budc lén cau thang, phéng hai budc mot.
Ngoai kia, mot doan xe than ram rap tién vao tram xang, t6i nhin ra cita s6
quan sat xem chuyén gi dang xdy ra. Chu Dubonnet budc lén xe, di doc
theo dwong Cai. T6i doan rang ho dang dén phong hop ctia Lién minh Cong
nhan.

NGAY TRUOC LE TA ON, “Thay lang” Lassiter yéu cau Bé chup phim
x-quang nhuwng 6ng nhat quyét khwdc tir nén danh nhd cay dén 6ng Van
Dyke, ngudi duy nhat trong thi trdn c6 tiéng néi déi véi B6. Ong Van Dyke
la téng quan doc khu mé duge cong ty phai t6i dé giam sat moi hoat dong
va tai san & day. Ong nhin rat lich su, phong nha véi mai téc bach kim. B6
la nguwdi nhat muyre tuan tht moi qui dinh cda cong ty nén dwong nhién phai
nghe theo 16i cia 6ng Van Dyke. Rt cuoc 6ng dén kham & phong mach
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Stevens tai Welch. Khi B6 vé nha, t6i dang trong phong nam doc sach tai
phong t6i & trén lau va nghe tiéng 6ng néi véi Me. “Chi 1a mot cai chdm to
bang dong xu th6i.”

“Lay chda, Homer, anh dinh lam gi?” T6i nghe Me cit giong lo lang,
tredc gio ba chua tirng noi nhu vay.

“Anh cha dinh lam gi ca,” B6 lanh lung dap. “Sao em nhin anh nhv vay?
Pung lo. Anh chi néi cho em nghe vi du sao em ciing sé biét. Mudn giir
dwgc bi mat ¢ thi tran nay thi chi c6 cach pha sap hét may cai hang rao sau
nha di théi.”

Noi roi B6 trd ra phong khach, lach xach lat gié t& Welch Daily News ra
doc. Me nhin 1én va trong thdy t6i, ba cau c6 khoanh tay lai trdc nguc,
quay trd vao bép. Mot ltic sau, tiéng noi niéu lodng xodng quen thudc lai
vang lén. Toi tr¢ vé phong, doi dam dam vao khoang khong truedc mat ma
khong nhin thdy gi ca, long gon lIén ndi hoang mang lo lang. T6i da &
Coalwood nay du lau dé hiéu duwgc rang mot nguwdi thg méd c6 nhitng vét
den & phoi thi phai nghi viéc r6i. Viéc cd dam thg mé ngoi trudc Big Store
hodc bac thém cuia buu dién khac ra ca dong bui than chang phai la diéu xa
la. Néu nhw vi bénh phéi lam ho phai nghi viéc thi cong ty van cho phép ho
¢ lai Coalwood néu van chi tra noi tién thué nha. Nhung du sao di nita t6i
van khong thé twdng twgng duge rang nhitng can bénh thong thwong & khu
mé c6 thé danh guc B6 t6i, 6ng manh mé 1dm co ma! Ong c6 mot vét den
to bang dong xu trén phoi, t6i phai hoi tham xem mitc do nghiém trong cta
né. Chac Roy Lee biét, anh ctia cau dy lam viéc & cong tredong noi c6 mat
do than day ddc nhat. Chac han cau ay biét, phai hoi Roy Lee théi!

VAO THANG 12 NAM 1957, nu6c M§ thtt nghiém viéc phéng vé tinh
Vanguard 1én qui dao. T6i theo doi két qua trén tivi. Vanguard chi bay lén
duwgc khodng gan 1 mét r6i mat phwong hwdng va no tan tanh. Ca nuwéc déu
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that vong, t0i cling vay. Trén bao chi va tivi c6 vai 16i binh luan rang khéng
biét sap tdi day cw dan phuong Tay cé bi tuyét chiing hay khong mdt khi
trinh do ki thuat cong nghé cta Nga phat trién vigt bac nhuw vay. Néu nhw
khong cé nhitng van dé veé tén Iita cia chinh minh thi t6i cling chang quan
tam dén that bai ctia Vanguard. Du sao di nita, Vanguard ciing bay cao hon
tén Itra cda to6i gan 1 mét va né con dugc rat nhiéu con ngwoi thong thai dau
tw tam tri va cong sic, som hay mudn ho cling sé tim ra giai phap thoi.
Riéng t6i chi c6 mot minh, vi vay toi quyét dinh, du muon hay khong, t6i
phadi noi chuyén vGi Quentin!
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5. QUENTIN

QUENTIN LUON LA TRO CUOI CUA LOP TOI. Cau ay thudng st
dung nhitng tir nglt dao to bua lén bang thit giong Anh gid tao va luén
mang bén minh mot chiéc cap da cii nat chita day sach va thit gi nita chang
ai biét dugc. Khi ching t6i choi bong ném hodc nhitng mon thé thao van
dong trong gio thé duc hay gio giai lao thi cau ludn tim da moi ly do dé twr
ché6i tham gia, hét dau mat ca lai dén nhitc dau, r6i ngoéi mot minh trén
giang duong doc sach. Trong khi moi hoc sinh khac tro chuyén, ban luan
trong giang duong vao budi sang thi Quentin luén 1é loi mot minh. Theo t6i
thay thi cau ay chang c6 mot ngwdi ban nao. Mac du moi ngudi, ké ca toi
hay chong gheo Quentin nhung cé mot diéu to6i khong phu nhan: cdu dy la
mot thién tai. Quentin c6 thé dién giai dén tirng chi tiét vé moi chu dé cho
dén khi thay c6 yéu cau dirng lai méi thoi. Va toéi chwa bao gio thay cau dat
duwgce dwdi 100 diém trong bat ki bai kiém tra nao ca.

T6i nhan ra rang nguwdi co thé biét ché tao tén lita chang ai khac ngoai
Quentin. Sdng hém sau trudc gio vao 16p, t6i ngoi xuéng canh Quentin
trong gidng dwong. Cau giat minh va ha cuén sach xudng khdéi tam mat.
“Té chang cho ai chép bai tap dau.”Cau néi, t6 vé nghi ngo.

“Té& khong muodn chép bai tap ctia cau.” Toi trd 10i, mac du that ra toi sé
lu6n san sang chép bai dai s6 cia Quentin néu c6 thé. “Cau co biét gi vé tén
Itra khong?”

Mot nu cudi thoang hién trén mat cau. So vai cac dia tré than dong khac
thi tinh ra dung mao ctia Quentin cling khong dén noi nao. Cau sd hitu
khudn mat thon dai, miii nhon, cap mat xanh sinh dong va mot mai t6c den
6ng mugt nhin nhw dwgc lam bep xuéng béi keo vudt hiéu Wildroot vay.
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“Té¢ da tw thac mac rang bao lau thi cdu mdi chiu héi. Té cé nghe noi vé
qua tén I¥a cda cau, cu non a. N6 tanh banh phai khong? Diéu gi lam cau
tin rang cdu c6 thé ché tao tén ltra? Mon dai so cau con lam khong xong
nita la.”

“T6¢ da kha hon roéi ma.” T6i lam bam. C* moi lan c6 ai, hay nhw
Quentin bay gig, biét dwgc yéu diém nay déu lam t6i boi roi ca.

“Mot trong may dita em gai nhd cta t¢ cling lam dugc dai s6.” Cau
thanh that khuyén nhu. “T¢ day né ddy, cling don gian thoi ma.”

Chi chra day mot phit, cau ta da nhuc ma t6i qua mic. “Xem nao, cau
biét gi vé tén lira?” T6i van lai Quentin. “C6 biét chit nao khéng?”

“T¢ biét tat ay chit,” cau hung hon dap lai.

Cau ay ndi ra c6 vé qua dé dang. “Vay noi té nghe xem nao.” T6i 1én
giong nghi ngo.

Quentin nhin céi ba vai xwong xau cia minh t6 vé khinh thwong. “Vay
t¢ dugc loi gi nao?”

“Cau muon gi?”
“Muon giup cau ché tao qua tén Iia tiép theo.”

That 1a mot diéu dang ngac nhién. “Cau hiéu biét nhiéu ma, sao khéng ty
di ché tao n6 mot minh di?” To6i thach thitc.

Quentin that sy ting ty tay xay mot nha thd nho. “Cho cau biét, t¢ da

tirng nghi dén viéc ché tao mot qua tén lira ddy chi, nhwng cé vai yéu to
khach quan can tréd. Cong viéc nay can mot tap thé va nguyén vat liéu.
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Theo t6& quan sat, cau co tw chat... 1anh dao, diéu ma t¢ khong c6”. Cau
nhin chdm chidp vao t6i. Anh mét that manh liét, nhw tia lva dan vay.
“Nhitng thang khac sé tuantheo 1énh cau.” Quentin noi tiép. “Con nira, cau
la con ctia quan doc ctia Coalwood, dw sttc thu thap nhitng nguyén vat liéu
can thiét.”

Anh mit hinh tia ltra dan 1am t6i mudn tranh di chd khac nhung t6i van
khong nhuc nhich. “Muc dich cuaa cau la gi?” Toi hoi gang.

“Ho ho!” cau chang cudi pha 1én. “Giéng nhuw cau théi, ban gia a! Néu t&
biét ché tao tén lira, t& sé cé co hoi dén Cape lam viéc.”

“Cau phai vao dai hoc tredc chit.” T6i nhac nhd Quentin.

“T¢& sé vao dai hoc,” cau qua quyét. “Nhung cling chang c6 hai gi néu t&
c6 kinh nghiém thyc tién vé ché tao tén Iwa, ding khong.” N6i xong
Quentin chia tay ra. “Sao, cau muén hgp tac khéng?”

T ltc t6i bat dau sw nghiép ché tao tén Itra dén nay thi day la 16i dé nghi
hdp dan nhat, du sao di nita t6i van cam thay cé gi d6 mién cudng. To6i
khong c6 danh tiéng gi cho lam & Big Creek song it ra cling con hon
Quentin. Nhung mac cho t6i bat dong, Quentin ty chop lay tay to6i, bat 1y
bat dé. T6i rut nhanh tay lai r6i nhin quanh xem c¢6 ai dé y dén minh khong.
Toi biét chac rang néu ai do trong doi béng bau duc trong thay canh toi
nam tay Quentin thi ho sé lai gan cho t6i nhitng diéu khéng lay gi lam thom
tho.

“R0i, vay cau biét gi nao?” T6i hdi gang, mat hién ro sy ngai ngung.
“Binh tinh nao ban gia.” Cau chang noi. “Moi chuyén sé sang t0 ngay

th6i”. Cau nga ngudi ra sau, hit mot hoi that sau roi bat dau thao thao bat
tuyét nhw dang truc tiép doc moi th tt mot cuén sach nao do6 ra vay.
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“Nguoi Trung Quoc duge ménh danh sang ché ra tén Itta hoc. Vao thé ky
13, & chau Au va Trung Pong tiing nhic dén né véi ci tén “Nhitng miii tén
Trung Hoa”. Sau d6, ngwdi Anh mang theo tén Itra 1én tau chién cta ho
trong thoi doi dau véi Napoleon va chién tranh nam 1812. D6 la nguén géc
ctia “hao quang dé cua hoa tién” trong bai “La cd anh sao chéi loi”™. Tiép
d6 1a nhitng Tsiolkovsky ™ (Nga), Goddard~ (M¥), va dwong nhién la ca
von Braun. Moi nguai trong s6 ho boi dap thém nhirng kién thirc hitu ich
cho viéc ché tao tén lira. Tsiolkovsky chi la mot nha ly thuyét, con Goddard
lai ap dung nhitng nguyeén ly khoa hoc, va...”

Toi ngat 10i cau ay: “Té khong can biét vé nhitng thit nay. T¢ chi mudn
biét hoa tién hoat dong ra sao tho6i.”

Quentin gat gu. “Nhwng doé la nhitng diéu cuc ki co bdn. Binh luét 3 cta
Newton. Doi v6i moi luc tic dong bao gio ciing c6 mot phan liwc cung do
16n.”

T6i nhé mang mang mot it vé Newton tir cac tiét khoa hoc trong 16p,
nhung t6i chang thé nao hiéu dwgc nhitng dinh luat ctia 6ng ay. “Lam sao
cau biét dugc diéu do?”

“T¢ doc & dau day.”

“Doc & dau?”

Quentin t6 vé khong hai long va cam thdy khé chiu vi nhitng no lyc cta
toi nham cat ngang nhitng 10i khoac lac cta cau ay.”Chac la tt* mot cudn
sach vat ly,” cau dy qua quyét. “T¢ khong nhé chinh xac la cudén nao. Thi

bay nao td cling dén xem sach &thw vién Welch cua tinh ma. TS ¢t chon dai
mot ké sach roi doc moi cuon trén dé dén khi nao chan thi tho6i.”
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T6i nhan ra rang can phai hoi rd vao van dé hon véi Quentin. “Phai dung
loai nguyén liéu gi cho tén lra?”

“Nguoi Trung Quéc st dung thudce sting den.”

“Thudc sing den?”

Cau nhin t6i cham chua ¢ nhv xem th t6i c6 dang noi dua hay khong.
“Thuoc sting den. N6 bao gom kali nitrat,... nhw cau da biét day, réi than va
lwvu huynh.”

Kali nitrdt? Quentin thd dai roi ly gidi thém vai chi tiét nhitng nhan td
héa hoc. N6 1a mot chat 6xy hoa, khi phan ¢ng vdi nhitng chat héa hoc
khac sé sinh ra nhiét va khi ga, yéu t6 can thiét gitip cho tén ltra bay dugc.
“N6 cling c6 thé giét chét phan dwéi cia cau day”, cau ay két thic bang cai
chi tay xuong diing quan.

“Cau noi vay la sao?”

“N6 lam cho dan 6ng khong thé... cau biét ma.”

“Biét gi co chi?”

Quentin do mat. “Cau biét...”. Ciu ay vuon thang ngén tay dang cong ra
“...cho do do”.

“That thé a?”
“Unm, thi diéu ho néi trong sach 1 vay day.”

T6i nghi minh nén quay lai dé tai tén Ita thi hon. “T'¢ c6 thé mua thudc
sung den nay ¢ dau?”
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“Theo t& biét thi cau khéng thé mua né dau.” Quentin néi. “Cau phai pha
tron ra n6. Xanpet, lru huynh va bot than 1a nhitng thi¢ ching ta can. Cau
c6 thé tim ra ching khong?”

T6i khong chac 1am nhung khong dé cho cdu ay biét. “Pugc thoi, t& sé
tim ra chuing.”

Quentin hét toang 1én roi trd nén cuc ki hao hitng y nhu t6i l1a ban chi cot
ctia cu ay vay. Quentin mé toang cap ra r6i cho t6i xem nhitng cuén sach
nam trong do, da so6 la sach vé khoa hoc thwdong thite, chi duy nhat c6 mot
cudn tiéu thuyét c6 twa dé Ha Chi Tuyén'". “Cau muén hiéu biét vé con gai
khong? Hay doc cubn nay di.” Giong cau dot nhién trd nén ranh manh.

“T6 biét vé con gai r6i.”
Cau ay gap sach lai: “Khdng, cau chwa biét gi dau.”

Khi chu6ng béo gio hoc vang lén, ching t6i cung ditng day. Lan dau tién
toi dé y dén chiéc 4o so-mi son cii nhat la phan cui cho, chi€c quan vai
Cotton va chang va dup va doi giay 6ng cao mon gét cia Quentin. Cau tdi
tr Bartley chit khong phdi dang séng & Coalwood va la mot trong nhitng
dta tré ma Me bdao t6i phdi chu y t6i. Khu mo ¢ Bartley luon xdy ra tinh
trang sa thai va dinh cong; vai nam gan day, nhiéu gia dinh ¢ d6 da roi vao
tinh canh nghéo déi, khé cwc. Cé 1€ bo cua Quentin ciling dang trong tinh
trang that nghiép. Vao nam 1957, néu & tai phia Nam cua mién Tay
Virginia thi ban ciling sé khong bi déi du khong mot xu dinh tai vi chinh
pht luon trg cap banh mi va pho mai. Nhung do la tat ca nhitng gi ban cé
duoc.

https://thuviensach.vn



Roy Lee chan t6i lai trong sanh va gang hoi: “Cau ndi cai quai gi voi
thang thoai héa Quentin d6 vay? T¢ con thdy cau nam tay né nita a?”

T6i da da phién phitc nén khéng muon tré 16i Roy Lee nhung sau do toi
nhan ra rang moi viéc con phién hon khi t6i cho cau ay biét sy that: “T'é¢ va
cau ay sé cung ché tao tén Itra.”

Mot dam ban di ngang qua ching t6i, Dorothy Plunk cé mat trong do cat
giong thién than: “Chao Sonny, Roy Lee”. T6i m& miéng nhung chang thot
nén loi.

Roy Lee lac dau roi twa vao ta do. “Troi dat quy than oi. Cau dinh ti bo
mot cudc song binh thwong a? Dorothy Plunk ma thay cau choi cung véi
Quentin thi sé chang mang dén cau nita dau.”

T6i doi theo, c6 khong nhin cham chdp vao cap méng xinh xan ctia nang
dang dong dwa ti'ng nhip xuéng cudi sanh. “Du sao di nita Dorothy ciling
dau dé y gi dén t¢.” T6i néi nhw ngtrng ngé.

Roy Lee thi chang c6 gidu diém rang cdu dang nhin vao cai gi. Mat cdu
chang hau hau doi theo Dorothy su6t chang duwong. “Whew,” cau ay huyt
sdo roi quay lai nhin toi. “Sonny, du sao thi cu cling c6 gu kha ddy. Sao lai
khong ra co dy di choi? Hai cdp tui minh hen nhau vao cudi tuan té6i di, dau
xe @ khu ngudi ham mo Caretta ay.”

“Co 4y sé tir chdi ma thoi.”

Roy Lee lai lac dau chan ngan c¥ nhu t6i 1a mot ganh nang cua doi cau
ay vay. “Néu cau khong mai thi té sé lam day.”

“Cau sé khong lam thé that ch!” Toi ré 1én.
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Cau ay nhwéng may, cong moi 1én né mot nu cwdi nham nhé day vé dam
dang. “O, t& sé lam that day!”

Roy Lee da nhot tdi vao ro réi. Néu cdu ta ngé 16i moi Dorothy va nang
nhan 10i that thi t6i khong biét minh c6 thé chiu néi khong, nhat 1a khi da
biét ro6 rang Roy Lee cé muwu d6 gi véi nang. Va néu nhu nang chip nhan
cho Roy Lee hanh dong nhw vay hay cau dy khang dinh rang nang da lam
vay thi sao? Chac han cudc doi toi sé tan nat ti day. Khong con duong lwa
chon, t6i bén duditheo Dorothy va bat kip nang dang ditng cung Emily Sue
trtdc ctta vao 16p sinh hoc. “Cho t& xin 16i, t¢ ngdn may con giun
lam.”Dorothy n6i ngay.

“Dorothy,” t6i m@ 10i ma nghe tim minh dap thinh thich, “cau di nhay
cling t& vao toi thit by nhé? Cling v4i Roy Lee nita? Y t& 1a di cing xe hoi
v6i cau ay? Y t61a...”

DPo6i mat xanh cta nang chép chdp. “Nhung té c6 ké hoach mat r6i!”

Mt toi kho ngét khong con mot giot mau nao. “O...”

“Nhung cau c6 thé dén nha té vao chiéu Chu nhat,” nang cat giong ngay
tho, “td thich hoc sinh hoc véi cau lam.”

Dén nha nang! “Té sé dén!” Toi thé thét. “Té nén mang theo gi nhi? Y
to la...”

“Chi mo6i than cau la du roi, ngéc a.” Nang nhin t6i, té6 vé do xét, toi co
cam nhan rang nang hai long véi nhitng gi vira thudwge roi két luan:

“Chuing minh sé rat vui day”.

Emily Sue ndy gid dd quan sat moi dién bién va lén tiéng: “Hay than
trong vGi diéu nay, Dorothy a”
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“Cau noi thé 1a co6 y gi?” Dorothy hoi lai c6 ban ctia minh.

Ho noéi chuyén vGi nhau ci¥ nhw khong c6é mat tdi ¢ dé vay. “Sonny tot
lam.” Emily n6i ngan gon.

“Unm, thi t& cling vy ma!” Dorothy dap lai r6i bé vao 16p hoc.

Roy Lee lang vang xung quanh nghe ngéng roi dén gan Emily Sue hai:
“Cau nghi sao?”

Ho lai n6i v6i nhau c nhw t6i khong hé hién dién trén coi doi nay.
“Nguy hiém day.” Emily tra 16i. “Nhuwng c6 1é khong dén noi la tham hoa”.

Trong sudt gio hoc do, toi khong thé nhin liéc trdm sang ban Dorothy Itc
nang dang vé md rudt cia con éch. Moi khi tap trung cao do nang c6 mot
théi quen cuc ki dang yéu la thwong dé 16 dau lwsi hong hong xinh xinh
nho ra khoi doi moi chin mong trong that ngon lanh. Nang dang khoac mot
chiéc 4o choang khong tay mau trang v6i mot dai bang xanh quan quanh c6
ao; trong nang that tho ngdy. Va moi lic nang hat do khoac ra lam t6i kho
s& vdi nhitng y nghi den t6i ¢t 1é6n von trong dau minh. Nang bat gap toi
nhin trom mot lan va trao cho t6i mot nu cuwdi kin ddo lam t6i ngwong chin
ca mat. That tinh t6i khong thé 1y gidi n6i si hoan hdo toat ra tir con nguoi
nay. Bat chgt, mot noi dan do ap dén trong t6i. Néu nhu Dorothy da cé ké
hoach cho t6i thit bay, chac chac khéng phai la & nha nwéng banh véi me
nang roi.

kkesk

HAU HET méi thi trdn thudc mién Tay Virginia déu hién hitu hé thong
ctra hang ctia cong ty. Nhitng cita hang nay rat dac trung véi viéc dé dang
cho mua chiu va gia ca lam phat. Mot khi thg mé thiéu ng cong ty qua mitc
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gidi han thi ho sé khong dwgc tra lwong bang tién mat nita, thay vao dé ho
nhan dwgc mot dang ngdn phiéu tam thoi - dong nghia vGi viéc chi st dung
giao dich dugc trong chubi ctra hang ctia cong ty ma thoi. That la mot hé
thong xdo quyét. Vao nhitng nam 1950, bai hat “16 Tan” cua Tennessee
Ernie Ford viét vé mot ngwdoi thg mé ban linh hon minh cho hé thong ctra
hang cua cong ty, trd@ nén noi tiéng khap dat nwdc. Du sao, né ciling da phan
anh dung sy that vé s6 phan nhiéu ngwoi thg mé & mién Tay Virginia nay.

Trong mot lan nghi sy thwong 1€, Poi Trwdng bac bo nhitng mat toi té
nhét ctia hé théng ctra hang & Coalwood. Ong 4y con dan t6i 6ng Devotee
Dantzler, m0t quy 6ng tot nghiép dai hoc dén tir Mississippi, nham dam bao
rang gid cad dugc gitt & mdéc hgp ly va khong c6 ngudi thg mo nao bi lira
bip ca. Boi Trwdng cling khang dinh rang viéc mua chiu van dwoc tiép tuc
tién hanh khi can thiét nhung s6 sach sé dugc kiém ké rat chat ché. Khong
c6 thg mé nao duwgc ng qua nhiéu va ngan phiéu tam thoi & Coalwood dugc
phat hanh rat de sén. Mac du c6 nhiéu ctrta hang nhé moc rai rac khap thi
tran dé phuc vu cho ngudi dan nhung duwdi sy quan 1y cia 6ng Dantzler,
Big Store trd thanh noi tu tap thwong ngay va la biéu twgng doan két cua thi
tran.

Big Store ban dua loai hang héa, moi thit mét it, tir giay dinh, that lung
da, mii bao hd lao dong, bo 4o lién quan, hop com trwa hinh tru wa thich cia
cong nhan; dén quan 4o gia dinh, rau cu; va ca o, tu lanh, xe n6i, radio, tivi
(mién phi lap dat vao cap truyén hinh cua cong ty), dan dwong cam, ghi-ta,
mdy quay dia, quay ban dia nhac ciling cé nét. Big Store con c6 quay dugc
pham v@i nhiéu loai thuéc da dugc kiém dinh dam bao dap tng duwgc moi
toa thudc cta bac si. Canh d6 la mot may ban nuwéc so-da, noi c6 thé mua
nuwdc ngot, keo va sita lac vai 16p bot day dén noi 6ng hit cam vao cé thé
ditng thang dugc. Ngoai ra, Big Store con cung cap ca linh kién 6 t6 va go;
xéng, cudc chim, cao, va ca hat giong cho thg mé gieo & nhitng khu vuon
nho ma ho dao x&i doc swon ndi. Big Store c6 cd mot so it loai quan tai
nita, ching dugc cat gidu trong phong sau. Mac du viéc chén cit ngudi chét
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trong lanh th6 ctia cong ty la bat hgp phap nhung ngwsi da dé van to chitc
nhitng nghi 1é trong thung ling Snakeroot. Tuy nhién, cong ty va B6 t6i bo
madc diéu nay.

Big Store cung cidp hau hét moi tht phuc vu cho ngwdi dan trong
Coalwood, nhung lieu no co nhién liéu cho tén Itra khong nhi? Toi gom gop
tién danh dum dung hép xi ga va mdé ngan phiéu tam thoi con sét lai tw
nhitng ngay giao bao xa xwa ctia minh dén gap Junior - anh chang ban dwgc
pham - dé tht van may. Junior trong nhé nhan va tron trinh véi gwong mat
bau binh hién hau; anh thong minh va rat dugc 1ong moi ngudi trong thi
tran. Thoi Junior con 14i xe tai di giao hang cho khach, nhat 1a nhitng mat
hang nang nhu ta lanh, anh ludn duvgc maoi vao nha hg, mac du anh la nguoi
da den. Hau hét moi phu ni* déu yéu mén anh, doi khi con t6 thai do au yém
nita kia. Junior khé long thoat khéi ho néu khong uéng mot tach tra, ca phé
hay an mdt miéng banh. C6 lan t6i nhin thdy anh ditng canh Me, t6 long
nguwong mo birc tranh twong trong bép khién ba twoi cwdi rang rd. Cé nguoi
don rang Junior tirng hoc dai hoc, nghia la hoc thitc con hon B6 t6i. Junior
vira nghe 161 yéu cau cua t6i lién héch mat 1én t6 vé nghi ngo. “Kali nitrat
ay a?”Anh van héi, giong buc boi. “B06 me sai chi may mua a?”

“Em ty mua.” T6i qua quyét. “Dung cho dv an khoa hoc. Em con can lvu
huynh va than cui nita.”

Junior chinh lai gong kinh bang day kém va bat dau tinh toan. Poan anh
vao bén trong r6i dem ra Iwu huynh va kali nitrat, moi thit mot can, ca mot
tui than cui nang khoang 4,5kg nita. “Nghe nay, nhoc tén lra,” anh bao.
“May thit nay c6 thé 1am no6 ca vuong quoc cua chi may day nhé. Chi may
c6 hiéu y anh khong?”

“Vang thuwa anh.” T6i lam bam, 1ay ngan phiéu tam thdi ra dé trd cho m&

hang. R6i t6i bo moi thit 1én xe va chd vé nha. Trén dwong, t6i di ngang
mot hang cong nhan dang trén dwong dén khu mé, trong dé co cha
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Dubonnet. Chu chan t6i lai héi: “Ta nghe chau dinh lam tiép qua tén lra
ntta.”

“Vang, chau van theo duoi viéc dén Cape Canaveral va cung lam viéc
v6i Wernher von Braun ma.”

Cha c6 vé hao hitng véi thong tin nay: “Tot, tot day. Chau qua thong
minh, & lai noi nay sé uéng mat.”

Poan tau chd than sau lung ching t6i bat thinh linh va vao nhau loang
xoang trudc khi chui vao nha than. Tiéng 6n d6 c6 thé sanh ngang véi ca
tram vu tai nan 0 td xdy ra dong loat dy chit, nhung chang ai, ké ca toi,
thém quan tdm hay nhin xem n6 di vé hwéng nao ca. “Chd Dubonnet a, chi
cling thong minh vay.” T6i n6i nham tim hiéu 1y do vi sao dao nay duong
nhw moi nguwdi déu mudn t6i roi khai thi tran. “Sau chién tranh, sao chu lai
quay vé mién Tay Virginia néu chd da nhan ra noi nay khong phai mién dat
hiva?”

Cha bat cwoi. Dubonnet c6 mot kiéu cwoi hé ho sang khodi nghe rat thu
vi. “Chau nam can dugc ta roi, Sonny a.” Chu bat dau cat budc con t6i day
xe theo. “Chu nghi rang nhitng ngon nui, nhitng khu mé va nhitng con
nguoi ¢ day da an vao mau thit cia minh r6i. Ngay sau khi vé nuwéc, chd da
non nao dugc vé tinh McDowell ngay, chd thudc vé noi nay ma.”

Thi ra la vay. Cha vira cham ngay vao nhitng thac mac deo duoi téi tir cai
lan dwgc Me gido hudn ¢ san sau nha. “Sao chu biét rang chau khong thudc
vé noi nay?” Téi héi.

Ong dirng lai, nhuéng may 1én ngac nhién cit nhu t6i vira néi mot diéu gi

la 1am lam vay. Chac c6 1é sy ngd ngan cda t6i con tiép tuc lam nhiéu
nguoi khac trong thi trdn ngac nhién nita cho ma xem. “A khéng, duong
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nhién chau thudc vé noi nay chit. Ai sinh ra & day ciing thudc vé noi day
thoi chit dau thé thudc vé cho khac.” Cha tra 1oi.

Ca doan xe rong rit 1én khi dau tau dang nam cach mo 1 dam bat dau day
ching vé phia nha than. T6i hét todng 1én dé moi nguwdi c6 thé nghe thay:
“Vay thi chau khong hiéu sao minh lai phai ra di ca!”

Ong lai dirng budc, nhitng ngudi tho mé khac mét méi bang ngang qua
ching t6i chuan bi cho gio thay ca. “Chau khong hiéu a?” Cha hét to. “Vai
nam nita thoi, tat ca nhitng thit & day sé déu tan bién nhw chwa bao gid ton
tai”. Poan xe bat dau chuyén dong va ti€éng 6n dan gidm b6t thanh nhitng
am thanh ram ram sau tham. Chd Dubonnet ha giong theo: “Ngay ca Lién
minh Cong nhan ciling khong thé dé lam day lai nhitng quang than trong
long dat nay dau.”

Nhin vao ranh gi6i gitta ngwdi dan 6ng nay va Bo, toi biét co 1é khong
nén hoi han gi vé B6 minh, nhung t6i van budt miéng: “Bo chau c6 biét vé
viéc nay khong?”

Chti Dubonnet nhin mit: “Ong ay biét chit, nhung van v& nhu khong
day théi.”

“Sao vay a?”

“Di ma hoi bé chau ay.” Chu Dubonnet tra 16i, mat t6i sam lai. “Chtc
chau thanh cong vdi chiéc tén Itta ctia minh nhé, Sonny.” N6i roi chu di lan
vao doan nguwoi va nhanh chéng bién mat. Lai thém mot chiéc mii bao hd
mau den hoa vao dong song den ctia nhitng chiéc mii khac, lac lv chay vé
phia nha than. T6i nhin xudng nhitng can nha dwdi thung liing. Nhitng
nguwoi phu ni* dang ban biu v&i x0 va ban chai tredce san nha, vat 1on trong
cudc chién bat tan véi bui than. Poan xe tiép tuc lan banh dén khi chiéc dau
tau den ngom xuat hién, phut ra mot ddm khoéi trang mu mit. N6 vut qua,
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khuay tung lan khoi. Ngwai lai tau vay tay chao t6i va t6i vay lai lia lia. V&i
tat ca nhitng hoat dong tiép dién lién tu bat tan nhw vay thi lam sao ma moi
thit c6 thé két thic dugc nhi. Co 18 t6i va B6 cuing mu quang vé viéc nay
nhu nhau.

Canh chiéc may giat dudi tang ham la mot cai quay to va mét bon sat
16n. T6i quyét dinh noi day sé tré thanh phong thi nghiém cho qua tén lra
ctia minh. Khi t6i vira dat nhitng nguyén liéu héa hoc 1én quay thi ctra tang
trén bat mé. “Sonny.” Me goi va t6i vang da dap lai ba. “NhG me néi gi
khong. Birng ty lam minh né tung 1én day nhé.”

Dbng 1a tin titc & Coalwood lan truyén nhanh hon dap xe that.

QUENTIN di nho xe dén nha t6i vao thit bay. Khi toi gidi thiéu Me, cau
khé nghiéng minh cti chao - mot kiéu cta ErrolFlynn™, t6i chéc ring cau
ay da bat chwdc sau khi xem phim. Me té ra rat an twgng va dua tay lén
miéng c nhw mot co6 bé dang bén 1én vay. Me rat hiém khi lam banh qui
nhung mot 1at sau t6i da ngtti thay mui thom len 16i ra tir bép. Lic Me thinh
thich bung banh va 2 coc sita xuong cau thang tang ham, t6i nhan thay
chong banh ctia Quentin cao gdp d6i cia minh. Sau khi nhdm nhap mot
miéng, Quentin phat biéu v&i Me: “Ngon qua c6 a, khong nghi ngo gi nita,
day la nhitng cai banh ngon nhat trong lich st ma chau dugc ném thit.” Me
t6 ra xao dong va hoi han xem con c6 thé 1am gi cho ching t6i nita khong.

“Khéng can gi ddu Me,” t6i tra 16i. Toi chi mudn ba nhanh chéng roi
khoi day dé ching t6i c6 thé bat dau lam viéc.

Me c6 vé muon tiép tuc lang vang xung quanh: “Néu c6 gi can thi ¢t goi
me nhé.”
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“Chung con sé goi ma. Gdp Me sau a.”

Sau khi Me di Ién bép, t6i ditng nhan nai chd Quentin nhdm nhéap thém
banh qui. Cubi cung, cau ay cling noc hét ly stta, chui miéng vao tay 4o roi
nhac bao kali nitrat 1én, nhin vao trong, “Co vé tinh khiét day”. T6i tw héi
bang cach nao cau dy c6 thé biét dwgc diéu nay.

Chung t6i bat dau lam viéc dudi sy quan sat 1én it cia Dandy va Poteet
tlr trong goc tdi canh 16 swdi than. Pau tién ching t6i tron nhiéu mé nhé tw
déng nguyén liéu ma ching td6i mong rang noé la thudc sung den. Dé thiw
nghiém, ching t6i m& vi 10 ra va cho moi thit mét muong day vao 160 dun
nuwdc néng bang than dot nam canh chiéc may giat. Nhitng hon hgp do chi
xi xéo mot cach yéu 6t nhung ciing da lam cho 1i ché hodng sg doi it lui.
T6i m& cia tang ham va bon chiing phong ra ngoai mat dang. “Cau nghi
sao?”To6i hoi. Quentin nhin vai. Chang dita nao biét nhién liéu tén ltra chay
ra sao.

Ching t6i quyét dinh thi nghiém 2 hén hgp t6t nhat trong nhitng dung
cu mo phéng nhw tén lira. C6 vai chiéc 6ng nhém rong 2,5cm nam duwdi
hién sau nha, B6 da dem chung tir khu mé vé dung lam ché ding cho
nhitng ngwoi cham séc chim. T6i chiém doat chiing va ty tran an lwvong tam
minh rang ho sé chang bao gio st dung dén. T6i cwa 2 doan dai khoang
30cm ma Quentin goi n6 la “khung ctra s6”. Sau d6 ching t6i nén dep mot
dau dai bang can chéi ro6i dé hon hgp vao; bop dau kia bang kim dé tao
thanh cho that ma theo mot so do trong tap chi Life goi la “miéng tén Ira”.
Thanh pham nhin that tho thién, nhwng khong sao vi cling chi dung cho
viéc thtr nghiém th6i ma. Tiép theo, ching t6i lay keo dung cho mé6 hinh
may bay dé dan chan dé bang nhitng miéng gidy cac téng hinh tam giac.
Ching t6i thira biét rang ching sé bi dot chdy nhuwng it nhat ciing c6 thé
lam bé d& cho tén Ita. “Ching ta can nhin thay thudéc sing phéan ¢ng nhw
thé nao dudi sic ép. Du cho két qua ra sao ching ta cling sé c6 dugc co s@
dé cai tién.”Quentin gidi thich.
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T6i bat dau nam bat dwgc cach Quentin dwa ra s viéc. Diéu cau vira noéi
c6 nghia la ching t6i phai bat dau tir mot diém nao dd, thanh cong hay that
bai cling gitip chiing t6i ché tao ti€p dwa theo nhitng gi hoc hoi dugc trong
qua trinh d6. Ct cho rang nhitng qua tén ltta dugc ché tao tai Cape
Canaveral ma toi biét dwgc déu no6 tung hét, doi véi toi, do cling chi la cach
ma Wernher von Braun va nhitng nha khoa hoc tién hanh ma thoi. Khong
c6 Quentin, chac chan t6i sé ngugng chét thoi néu nhw lam nén bat c that
bai nao truéc Chua hay bat ki ai. Nhwng khi c6 Quentin, du cé gi xdy ra di
nita toi cling cam thay doé 1a “khoa hoc”. That bai, xét cho cung ciing lam
day thém khoi kién thitc cia ching ta. Pay cling chinh la cach néi ctaa
Quentin. Khdi kién thifc ctia chiing ta. T6i cdm thdy thich thd véi y nghi
minh dang xay dgeng mot thit nhw vay.

Sau khi chan dé kho hoan toan, t6i quyét dinh sé thit nghiém sang ché
cta ching t6i bén kia con song sau nha. T6i nghi rang chang th gi bi
ching t6i lam n6 & day lai c6 nguwdi quan tdm dén. That bat ngd, Roy Lee
xuat hién va gidi thich rang cau ay tinh c¢ dang & quanh day. T6i nghi cau
ay da lang vang quanh khu vyc nay dé cho t6i va Quentin dén.

Qua tén Itra dau tién boc 1én mot dam khoi vang s6i suc, hoi thoi va ghé
tdm roi lan kénh ra. Thi ra 1a 16p keo cua chan dé bi chay. “Tuyét voi,” Roy
Lee lam bam, tay bit miii. Quentin chi lang 1& ghi lai két qua vao manh gidy
vd. Khoi kién thirc ctia chiing ta.

Qua tén Ira thit hai n6é tung. M6t manh kha to bat vao chiéc xe bo trong
ma chung t6i dang an ndp & phia sau n6. Mot dam khoi nhon nhgt bao
quanh ching t6i. B6 budc ra hién sau va hét 1én: “Sonny! Buwdc lai day
ngay!” Ngoan ngoan, chung t6i nuwongtheo lan khoi dén cho o6ng dang
ding. B6 nhan mii. “Khong phai B6 da bdo con dirng c6 lam cdi tro nay
nita a?”
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Toi chwa kip tra 10i thi Me buéc ra. “Homer, c6 dién thoai.” Ba xua dam
khoéi va mim cuwoi vdi chung toi.

B6 nghe dién thoai xong lai tré ra. Ong bé mic Quentin va Roy Lee, chi
nhin cham cham vao t6i. “Ngay khi B6 vira ctip dién thoai thi chu6ng lai
reo. Moi nguoi dang than phién vé mui héi va khéi con tao ra day. Bo
muon moi viéc ditng ngay lai. Con c6 nghe ro khong?”

Me nhanh nhau chita ngay 1oi B6. “Ping lam ngay sau nha, con yéu.
Con can tim mot cho thich hgp hon.”

B0 quay lai phia Me. “Elsie, bon chting can phai ngitng c6 gang dét trui
ca cai Coalwood nay di chit!”

Me van twoi cwoi vai li tré ching t6i. “Dugc thoi, em sé bat chiing hita.
Tui con sé khéng dot trui cai thi tran xinh dep tuyét voi nay chit?”

“Khong dau, thwa c6!” Chuing toi dong thanh.
“Anh thdy chwa?”

B6 lwdm Me, lac dau r6i budc vao nha. Ba theo gét 6ng, dé lai 1i ching
toi chiém nguwdng nhitng thit bai day mui hoi va chdy rui cta minh.
Quentin vira hoan thanh xong phan ghi chép. “Mau thir dau tién qua yéu,
cai thi¢ hai lai qua manh,” ciu ay két luan. “Bay gio ching ta biét ching ta
dang lam duogc t6i dau. Tot, rat tot.”

Bén kia s6ng, mot vai dita tré tu tap - toan mdt 1ii nhéc bui doi do ban

con nhay nhua nwéc mii. “Nay, nhitng cau bé tén Itra! Sao tén Itta ctia cac
cau khong bay vay?” Chung dong thanh cham chich.
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Roy Lee Iwvgm mot hon da 1én, ngay lap titc bon chiing bé chay hét trong
tiéng cuoi khuic khich.

TOI BI NHO XE dén War vao chiéu Chia nhat. Nha Dorothy ndm trén
ndi phia bén kia duong ray, noi cé thé nhin xuéng quan sat toan thi tran.
Me nang chao don téi bang mot nu cwoi rang rd ¢t nhw ba chang con can
gdap mot ngwoi nao khac nita trong doi minh vay. Toéi nhan thdy dwoc
duwong nét ctia Dorothy tir ba, nhung trai nguwgc véi con gai minh, ba rat to
con va lygc lwdng. Mac du mai toc Dorothy hung hung do, toc ba lai nga
mau cam. Bo nang thi gay, cao 1éu nghéu va gan nhw héi dau, 6ng budc ra
tir nha bép roi bat tay td6i mot cach ué odi. La cht cia mdt tram xang ¢ War,
t0i chac rang ong dé ba Plunk ddm dwong moi chuyén xa giao. Hai 6ng ba
cung rat vao bép, dé lai téi va Dorothy trong phong khach cung vdi nhitng
cuon sach sinh hoc. That ra, ching t6i chang hoc dwgc bao nhiéu. Su6t buoi
nang chi muodn biét tat cd vé nhitng qua tén lira cta téi. “Minh that ty hao
duwgc biét mot nguwdi dang lam mot diéu that tha vi nhw cau!”

Pugc khuyén khich, t6i cho nang biét rang minh dang c6 gang hoc hoi
nhv thé nao dé dwgc dén lam viéc cung Wernher von Braun tai Cape
Canaveral. “O, Sonny, minh biét cau sé tr¢ thanh mot nhan vat quan trong
vao mot ngay khong xa. Khi cau dén Florida, cau sé viét thw va ké moi thit
cho minh nghe chit?” Nang hoi.

To6i c6 gang tim can dam dé noi cho nang biét rang to6i dau muodn viét thw
ma chi muén c6 nang canh bén minh ma théi. Nhung trwde khi téi kip mé
miéng thi nang da néi tiép: “Minh muon tré thanh c6 gido va mudn lam me,
mot nguwoi me tuyét voi nhat chua tirng ¢6. Minh yéu tré con lam...”

“Minh ciing vay!” T6i kéu 1én mdc du diéu nay that mé&i mé doi vai
minh. Nhung c6 sao dau, wdc mudn cta nang ciing la cta toi thoi.
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Chung t6i tiép tuc tro chuyén vé ban bé va b me. T6i ké nang nghe vé
Me minh, vé bao nhiéu thit thi vi ma ba tirng lam, vé Chipper, con soc ba
nuodi trong nha va bic tranh twdng ba vé & bép. Pén khi t6i miéu ta vé Bo
thi tat ca nhitng gi t6i c6 thé ndi la 6ng lam chti quan khu mo va toan tam
toan y vdi nd, ong con dai dién cho vu kién cua doi Big Creek nira. “Cam
giac lam em cta Jim nhu thé nao?” Dorothy héi du tdi chang nhac gi dén
anh ay.

T6i cling chwa bao gid nghi dén viéc nay ca nén chi cé thé néi: “Ciing
tam tam thoi.”

“Anh ay la mot cau thu bong bau duc cir khéi day chir!”

T6i nhin vai: “U...”

“Nhung minh nghi cdu thu vi hon nhiéu,” nang tiép 10i.

Dbiéu nay lam toi twoi tinh trd lai, xem ra bay gid la thoi diém thich hgp
dé moi nang di choi day. “Dorothy, cau biét Roy Lee cé xe hoi ma, minh
nghi rang néu c6 thé, tui minh c6 thé...”

“Cau biét gi khong, Sonny?” Nang ngat 10i téi. “Minh chwa bao gio dugc
ra khoi mién Tay Virginia. That la dang buon phai khéng? Con cau thi
sao?”

Cau hoi ctia nang lam cau héi cta chinh toi tat lim trén méi. To6i ké cho
nang nghe rang minh tirng téi bai bién Myrtle, mién Nam Carolina nhiéu
lan. Rang Me to6i rat thich noi dé. Bo cling ting 14i xe ché ca nha di Canada

khi t6i hoc 16p 3, dén ca Quebec.

Nang té vé cuc ki xic dong. “Ké cho minh nghe vé Quebec di.”
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T6i nhé moi thit ¢ noi &y mdi sach sé lam sao, ngay ca tiéng Phap cling
an twgng nita. “Né nghe rat tha vi day,” tdi bao nang.

“M0t ngay nao d6 minh ciling sé dén Quebec va nghe tht xem sao.”
Dorothy phat biéu mot cach nghiém ttc.

bi dwgc nita dwong vé nha thi téi chgt nhan ra rang Dorothy da c6 tinh
tranh 10i hen ho cda t6i. T6i quyét tam thyc hién diéu nay vao sang ngay
hém sau. Toi ddo mat quanh gidng dwong va nhin thdy nang dang tim tum
cung v@i dam ban gai xung quanh ba ga cau tha bong bau duc. H6m nay
Dorothy xting xinh trong chiéc do len dai tay mau hong bo sat va chiéc vay
phong mau den. Nang dang quy lén chiéc ghé truéc mat may tén do, dua
tay che miéng va cwdi khi vira nghe mot thang trong bon ching néi diéu gi
dé. T6i chen vao ditng canh nang va dirng 16 x& vung vé trong khi nang dua
cot qua lai v6i han. “Vay t6i thit bay nhé?” Han ta ngo 101, va nang hén ha
gat dau.

“O, chao Sonny!” Nang chao vui vé roi lwét ngang qua toi, tdn bo vé

phia cung v6i ké minh sap hen ho. T6i ding chét chan & d6 va thiy tim
minh nhu chim xuéng day vuc sau.
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6. CHU BYKOVSKI

AukI -1V

VAO NGAY 31 THANG 1 NAM 1958, Co quan Tén lira Pan dao Quan
d6i (Army Ballistic Missile Agency - ABMA), dugc Tién si von Braun chi
dao san sang thurc hién viéc phong vé tinh Explorer-1 bang tén ltta Jupiter-
C. Thoi khac phong tén Itta xdy ra vao ban dém nén t6i thao thitc ng6i xem
tivi dé ngéng chd nhitng tin titc t6t lanh. Khodng 11 gid dém, mot ban tin
ngan xen ngang chuong trinh Tonight Show, thong bao rang viéc phéng tén
Itra da thanh cong tot dep va nhitng thwdc phim vé sy kién nay sé dugc phat
ngay tirc khac. T6i nam lan ra tdm tham trwdc tivi, nhin cham chd vao man
hinh dang hién thi vén ven chit TAM NGUNG va bat dau cau nguyén. Me,
B6 va Jim da di nga tir 1au r6i. Chi con Daisy Mae bo 1én tham r6i cudn
minh 1én dui t6i. C4 con meéo gia Lucifer cling khong chiu dugc cai rét
ngoai troi va dang nam cuon tron trong chiéc ghé banh ctia B6. That tuyét
khi it ra cling con ching & day cung t6i. T6i dwa ra sau roi vo nhe l1én dau
Daisy Mae. “May that la mot bé gai gia ngoan, a, mot con meo gia ngoan
ngoan chit.” Téi tha thi véi n6. N6 dap lai bang mot tiéng gir nhe va liém
lap tay toi.

Daisy Mae la mdt con méo hoa tron tria rat dé thwong va rat quan trong
doi véi t6i. Bon nam trudc, téi thady nod lang thang vao nha tir phia nhitng
ngon nui va da bi mat 1én nudi n6 dudi tang ham sudt cd ngay. Dén khi Me
bat gap, ba bao to6i phai tim mot nha khac nhan nudi né théi. Xét cho cung
nha toi cling da c6 2 con chd, 1 con séc va 1 con meo; da da suc vat trong
nha r6i. Nhung t6i nhan nhé doéi hon su6t mot ngay va sau cung Me ciling
chiu nhwgng bd. “Néu con mubén nudi con meo nay thi phai ty cham soc
cho n6 day nhé,” Me bdo. T6i san sang nhan 161 ngay, ciing dé th6i ma (that
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ra gat dau dong y thi dé thoi). Sau d6 Daisy Mae dé ngay mat 1 méo con
va bi hang x6m nhanh chéng bat vé nudi hét sach. Tir day Me mdi that sy
cho n6 chinh thitc gia nhap vao gia dinh va di nhién toi biét rang ba sé doi
Xt v6i n6 dong déu nhw nhitng con vat khac trong nha, sé cho né an va bat
bo chét cho nd. Me thay rang Daisy Mae la mot con méo dé thwong nhung
lai qua 6m yéu nén ba quyét dinh cai thién sttc khoe cho né. Va theo t6i
duwgc biét thi chwa c6 con ché hay méo nao & Coalwood nay bi ké hoach
héa ca. Me lai chiéc Buick ctia BO ché t6i va Daisy Mae dén bac sitha y &
Bluefield, cach nha 40 dam va 6 qua nui. D6 1a lan dau tién ma mdét con vat
nuoi trong nha toi phai di bac si thu y. Sau khi lanh lai, Daisy Mae cang tr&
nén dang yéu hon, né luén cho toi tan hoc vé va nga chung giwong vdi toi
moi t0i. Toi cling thwong tro chuyén véi né trwde khi nga, nhat 1a nhitng
lic t6i lo lang hay sg hai. N6 ludn cho t6i cam giadc thodi mai vao nhitng lic
moi ngudi trong nha té thai do la lung. DT nhién la t6i chang tiét 16 cho ai
ké ca nhitng thang ban biét rang t6i ndi chuyén vdi con meéo ctia minh. Va
t0i cling sé chang bao gio bo roi né.

Khodng ntra dém (do6 la thir sau, mai khong phai ngay di hoc), t6i bat ngd
nghe tiéng go cira; thi ra Roy Lee, Sherman va O’Dell dén tham gia cting
toi. Ca bon ngbi xuong ghé sofa va san nha. Ching t6i néi chuyén phiém,
hau hét vé bon con gai, mot Itic sau thi O’Dell va Sherman té ra ngan
ngam. T6i nhan lic nay dé héi Roy Lee vé cai cham den trong phdi Bo.
Cau nghe roi ric vao goc sofa va nhin t6i té vé lo lang. “T¢ sé héi Billy
cho,” Lee néi. Billy la anh trai cdu ay.

“Pirng ndi cho anh 4y biét vi sao cau hoi nhé. B6 t¢ chang muon ai biét
vé viéc nay dau.”

Roy Lee ném cho t6i mot cai nhin hai hwéc. “Sonny, t6 biét tir 1au réi va
t¢ doan rang moi ngudi & Coalwood nay déu biét ca day.”
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T6i guc dau xudng tham va chang lau sau thi ngu thiép di. Gitta dém toi
giat minh thitc day nhin thay tivi dang chuyén thanh mot man hinh trang
x6a. T6i mac ké va tiép tuc ngon giac. T6i thitc gidc khi binh minh vira lén
va phat ngon vién trén tivi thong bao rang moi nguwdi hdy chd trong choc
lat. T6i danh thic ca bon day, ngay sau do, khong c6 mot 16i mé dau gidi
thiéu, thuwdc phim vé khoanh khac phéng tén Itta duwgce trinh chiéu. Qua tén
Itra cua tién si von Braun roi khoéi bé phéng trong ca vac Itta va mu mit
khoi. N6 bay thang 1én vung troi dém khong mdt phit do dw. Chuing t6i ho
reo mirng r& doi theo dau vét ctia nd. O’Dell ditng ddy va nhdy tung tang
mot choc roi tha minh xudng sofa va gio ca hai chan 1én troi lam dong tac
nhu dang dap xe vay. T6i khong biéu hién ra mat nhung trong long cam
thay that tv hao va yéu nwdc vo han. Lic d6 B6 xudng nha tha Lucifer va
Daisy Mae ra ngoai roi nhin thay 1t nhéc ching t6i dang quay quanh cai
tivi. Ong nhom sang héi: “N6 hoat dong dwgc chi?”

b6 1a lan dau tién ma téi nhd duwgc la 6ng té vé quan tam dén khong
gian. “Vang, thra chi!” Ching t6i rong lén.

Ong nhin chim chi vao tivi dang phat di phét lai canh tén ltza cta tién si
von Braun dugce phéng 1én nhu thé nao. “B6 chang biét rang cai thi nay co
tac dung gi nita,” 6ng lén tiéng. T6i chwa bao gio nghe 6ng néi nhw vay ca.

“Chung ta sé di vao khong gian B6 a,” t6i giai thich cho 6ng.

“Cau nho a,” ong tra 10i “trong truong hgp cua cau thi doi luc to6i nghi
rang cau dang & trén do roi day.” Toi xem dé nhw mdt 101 khich 1€ va mat

t6i rang r& han 1én. Ong nhwéng may nhin lai toi.

Me xudt hién trong chiéc 4o khodc mac ¢ nha. Ba nd nu cuwdi ué odi véi
t0i va may dira con lai. “N6 hoat dong ch&?”

“Vang, thua co!”
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“Em thay diéu nay that tuyét ddy. Con anh nghi sao, Homer?”
B6 da di vao bép. “Tuyét voi,” 6ng n6i vong lai tir xa.

Me nhin lai phia ching t6i. “Cac con muon an sang khong? Banh qué
nhé?”

“Vang thua co!”

Cung ngay hom ay, toi tu tdp Roy Lee, Sherman va O’Dell vao phong.
“Puogc roi, bay gio la nhitng gi chiing ta sé lam,” t6i n6i.

Roy Lee ndm vat ra giwong roi rén ri. “Moi lan cau n6i vay la ching ta
déu gap rac roi ca.”

Toi tw tw gidng gidi ké hoach cia minh. Rang t6i dang thanh 1ap mot cau
lac b6 mang tén T6 chitc Tén Itta Big Creek (Big Creek Missile Agency -
BCMA), phong theo ABMA cua von Braun. Quentin va toi sé la cac thanh
vién dau tién. Chuing t6i sé hoc hoi moi thit vé tén Itra va bat dau ché tao
ching. Biéu nay that sy nghiém tic chit khong phdi chuyén dua. Néu c6 ai
muon tham gia thi ching t6i san sang chao don. Thong thwdng, ti biét rang
Roy Lee tha ditng day bo vé con hon la day vao bat ci thit gi c6 lién quan
dén Quentin; nhwng khong, cau dy ngoi day trén giwong roi gai cam ra vé
tw ly. “Sonny, t& thich viéc nay, nghe c6 vé thu vi day, cho t&¢ gia nhap vdi
nhé.” Toi nghi rang cau ay duwgc khich 1€ béi sy thanh céng cta Explorer.
Sherman va O’Dell cling h6 héi dong y theo.

“T6 chitc Tén lra Big Creek chinh thitc dwgc thanh lap.” Téi tuyén bé.
“Té sé 1a chu tich. O’Dell, t6& muon cau lam tht quy va chiu trach nhiém veé
nguon nguyén vat liéu. Roy Lee, cau c6 xe hoi, bon t& sé can cau lo vé
phan di chuyén. Sherman, néu cau cé thé lo vé viéc quang cao va tim cho
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dé phong tén Iira thi té rat cdm on. Quentin sé 1a nha nghién cu ctia ching
ta. C6 thac mac gi khong?”

Roy Lee noi, “Co co bé nao trong cau lac bo nay khong nhi, hay la phai
c6 tén lira trong thi quan da nhi?”

“Hodc trong treong hop cua cau la cay viét chi ddy,” O’Dell ché nhao
Roy Lee.

“Cau phai biét thoi,” Roy Lee dap trd, nhay mat lién hoi. O’Dell dé mat.
Pau khau nhuc ma véi Roy Lee khong bao gio 1a y kién hay, ngay ca véi
mot dira thong minh nhw O’Dell.

“Vay chung ta nén phong tén Itra @ dau?” Sherman hoi toi.

“Chung ta phéi cung xem xét van dé nay,” toi noi.

“Co6 mot khu dé dé than cam dang sau mo6”, Sherman noi, “noi do cé thé
dwgc day.”

Than cam la do thai cia khu mo, 1a loai than c6 lan qua nhiéu da. Va néu
do6 chiing xudng cho nao thi cha c6 gi moc 1én dugc tir dé ca. To6i nhan thay
y kién ctia Sherman kha tot. “Chung ta sé thit xem,” t6i dong tinh.

“Vay bay gio chung ta phai lam gi nao?” O’Dell hai.

“Chung ta ché tao tén ltra.”

“Lam nhuv thé nao?”

“Phai tiép tuc nghién cttu thoi,” toi thira nhan.
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Sau khi két thiic budi hop, chiing t6i chwa quyét dinh dugce diéu gi khac
ngoai viéc sé hop lai ltic nao vao tuan téi va cd dam veé nha. To6i chan Roy
Lee lai ¢ ctra. “Dirng hdi anh cau vé cai cham cua B6 té nhé,” t6i nai.

Roy Lee gat dau. “Cau khong muon biét la n6 dang tram trong nhw thé
nao a?”

“Khong, t6 khong muon biét nita.” Moi chuyén da nhw vay roi, téi cling
chang thé lam gi hon.

TRONG GIO AN TRUA hém sau, Quentin va t6i tiép tuc bt tay vao
nghién citu lam sao ché tao tén Itta, vé ra nhitng mé hinh thé thién va ly
thuyét ching t6i twdng twong ra theo cdm tinh. Mac du da c6 gang luc tung
the vién tinh McDowell 1én, Quentin van chwa tim ra thi gi c6 thé giup
ching to6i ca. Trong khi lam viéc, ca hai cung an hdp com cua t6i. Cau ay
bdo rang thwdong bé an trwa vi an nhiéu khong tot cho sitc khde. Du da dinh
ra ché do an uéng nhv vay nhung Quentin van luén xam lan dén hon nita
phan com cua t6i. T6i vé nha ké cho Me nghe, ngay lap tic ba cho thém
vao hop com trwa ctia t6i mét phan banh xang-duych va gidi thich rang:
“Con dang trong tudi 16n.” Nhung t6i dau c6 ngdc dén vay, ro rang la Me
nhw da viét tén QUENTIN to twdng 1én day roi con gi.

Mot ngay no, khi dang trén duong 1én 16p sau gio com trua, chung toi di
ngang ta dung cip cua doi bong bau duc Big Creek. Quentin dirng lai va
dat tay 1én mat kinh. “Cé thé mdt ngay nao do ching ta sé c6 dwgc mot
chiéc cap dat trong nay, twdng thwdng cho tén lira ctia ching ta, Sonny a.”

“Cau dang dua day a?”

“Pwong nhién la khong. Moi do xuan sang, nhitng hoc sinh nganh khoa
hoc déu thuyét trinh vé dy an cda ho tai héi chg khoa hoc cta tinh va sé
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dwgc cham diém dang hoang. Néu thang & do, cdu sé dugc 1én cép tiéu
bang va sau cung sé dén cap toan quoc. Big Creek chwa bao gio thang dugc
lan nao ca nhuwng t¢ ca vdi cau la tén Itta caa ching ta sé thanh cong.”

Vao ldc nay, t6i va Quentin nhin thdy bong cta Buck va mday cau thu
béng bau duc khac phan chiéu trén gwong, nhin ching that to 16n trong
chiéc 4o khoac duwgc khen thwdng mau xanh trang. “Li thodi hoa chiing
may lam cai qudi gi trwdc nhitng biéu twgng chién thang cua ching tao
day?” Buck ging héi, liéc nhin qua chiing t6i r6i réng 1én: “Oi, khong! Kia
c6 phai 1a diu tay do ban ctia ching may dinh trén ta dung ctp cua ching
tao khong vay?”

“Giét quach may bé géi nay di,” mot tén hau vé gam 1én. Nhitng tén quai
vat con lai cing gam gt theo té vé dong tinh.

Chung t6i quay mat lai déi dién véi bon ching. “T6i xin cam doan véi
cac ong twéng con...” Quentin bat dau giai thich.

“Toi xin cam doan vdi cac ong twéng con!” Buck xach mé Quentin.
“May that sw la mot bé gai phai khong?” Han chuwong mat lai gan ching t6i,
cam han 16m chdm rau, c6 cd mot vét ba thudc 14 nhai con dinh lai duéi
mép trai. Toi ngwi dugc ré cai mui ngot ngao cua no tw trong hoi tho cia
han. “Tao cam doan rang sé da vang hét dudi cia tui bay, nhat la may day
Sonny, may con ng tao mét vo 16n day.”

Pring lic nay thi Jim di ngang qua, tay dang 6m nho ban gai méi nhat.
Anh ay dwra ¢6 nang xudng cudi sanh roi quay lai xem chuyén gi dang dién

ra. Khi trong thay t6i, anh néi gon lon: “Dé chiing né yén di Buck.”

Buck biét rd rang Jim dw sic dap han toi boi. “Tao khong dinh dung
cham gi tGi thang em gai bon mat thodi héa cia may,” Buck rit qua ké rang.
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“Nhung con bé gai nay,” han hat dau vé phia Quentin, “tao sé da vang dudi

20

no.

“May c@ viéc da vang dudi cua ca hai chung no, tao khong quan tam,
nhung hay lam & m6t noi nao khac.” Loi néi cia Jim lam tan bién moi suy
nghi cua toi rang it nhat anh dy cling c6 chit gi d6 ban tam dén minh. Anh
hat dau vé phia phong hiéu treéng. “Tao chi khong mudn doi béng gap rac
roi thoi.”

Ngay lic nay, thay Turner tir trong van phong di ra v&i dang diéu oai vé
cung mot ngwdi phu nit tré. T6i nhan ra dan chi Riley, c6 t6t nghiép tw
treong dai hoc Concord va dugc diéu vé day lam trg gidng cho mon khoa
hoc. Néu t6i khong lam thi c6 sé bat dau chinh thitc day mon hoéa cho 16p
toi vao nam tdéi. Thay Turner thudc vao loai nghiém khac va luén nam ca
treong hoc chit ché trong tay. Ong liéc ddm déng dang tu tap trudc ti dung
cup va phan: “Néu trong vong 2 gidy nita t6i con thdy bong mot chiéc ao
khoac khen thwdng nao & day thi biét ai khong dwoc tiép tuc choi bong roi
ddy nhé.”

Jim, Buck va I cau tha bong bau duc bién mat tirc khac ci¢ nhu vira boc
hoi lén tran nha vay, dé lai t6i va Quentin ding tro khac ra ddy. Thay
Turner nhin qua ching t6i do xét. “Hai cau dang c6 mwu dé bat chinh gi
day?”

Quentin qua hoang sg dén 16 hét ca rudt gan ra. Ngoai ra, cau ay ciing
hiéu 0 y nghia cua tir bat chinh. “Em chi bdo Sonny rang mdt ngay nao do

chiéc ctp danh cho T6 chitc Tén Itta Big Creek c6 thé hién dién & day a.”

Thay Turner suy tw mot lic roi héi. “T6 chitc Tén liva Big Creek la cai
quy gi vay?”
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“La cau lac bo tén Itra cua ching em a,” t6i d& 10i cho Quentin dang
trong tinh trang boi roi cuc do.

Ong sam soi t6i. “Ngai Hickam phai khong? Em trai ctia Jim? Chéng
phai t6i nghe néi cau lam noé tung hang rao vuon hong ctia me cau a? Vay
la giong bom no6 hon la tén Itta ddy. Nghe rd nay cac qui cau, toi sé khong
ganh chiu rdi ro cia mot cau lac bo bom né nao c6 mat trong ngodi trrong
nay dau. Con vé viéc doat thém cup thi ngai Hickam nghe nay, anh cau va
doi bong khong can thém sy gitp d& cta cau dau.”

“Nhung t6i thdy y kién ctia may cau bé nay tuyét voi day chi, thay
Turner,” c6 Riley phan bién r6i nhin t6i mim cuwdi. C6 c6 mdt khudon mat
day tan nhang va hién ro vé tinh quai. “T6i ti'ng hoc ¢ day va chwa bao gio
nghe gi khac ngoai bong bau duc ca. Néu nhu cdc mén khoa hoc ¢6 thé tré
thanh mot con dwong khac dé gianh 1ay cup thi khong phdi cang tuyét sao?”

“DPo6 la y em vira dinh néi day co Riley a!” Quentin budt miéng.

“Nhung bay gio thi t6i van phai ran de nhitng cdu nhéc nay thoi, co6
Riley!” Thay Turner vira néi vita ném cho Quentin mdt cai nhin canh béo.
Dot nhién chudng vang 1én va hoc sinh bat dau uia vao 16p ngang doc hanh
lang. “Thoi dwgc r6i, cdc cau khong vao 16p a?” Thay Turner ra hiéu cho
chung toi.

“Co phu trach giip dd cho nhitng sinh vién tham gia hoi chg khoa hoc
cta tinh,” c6 Riley noéi véi ching t6i qua tiéng 6n ctia dam dong. “Néu cac
em thich thi hay dén trao doi vdi c6 nhé.”

“Vang, thura co!” Quentin nho nhé dap lai.

T6i chi mudn bép c6 Quentin ngay lic nay thoi. Nhitng gi ching toi da
lam dwgc la cho hang rao cia Me n6 tung va lam héi thoi cd thi trdn
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Coalwood vi nhitng that bai cia minh. Xau hé qua ma. “Ching ta khong da
tw cach dé tham gia hoi chg dau,” t6i lam bam.

Co Riley tham do toi c thé nhw cé thé nhin xuyén thau tim gan t6i vay.
“Sao lai khong, ha Sonny?”

“Khong thé la khong thé, thé thoi,” t6i tra 161 mot cach buwéng binh. Toi
cling chang buon giai thich mot chat nao ca vi chi muén két thic deé tai
cang nhanh cang tot.

“Pi hoc di cac cdu.” Thay Turner thic giuc. “Ngay bay gid, mau 1én.”

To6i mirng rd chdp lay thoi co va chay bién di. Quentin khé né kéo 1é
chiéc cdp to twéng va dwong nhién khong thé di qua nhanh, nhung sau cung
cau ciling dudi kip toi truedc ctra 16p lich sit. “Nghe nay Sonny,” cau thé hon
hén, co 1dy lai hoi, “ching ta sé chién thang trong hoi chg khoa hoc bang
tén ltra ctia minh, né sé giip duwa ta dén Cape.”

Ngoai thye té rang chung t6i khong biét ché tao tén Itta nhw thé nao, toi
con dua ra cho ciu dy nhiéu ly do phéan déi khac. “Quentin, ching ta chi tw
lam xdu mat minh ma thoi mét khi dau véi tui hoc sinh cua trieong Welch.”
Toi nght toi vira noi ra suy nghi riéng cua minh. Hoc sinh & Welch sinh
tredng trong nhitng gia dinh bac si, luat sw, quan toa, thuwong nhan, va nhan
vién ngan hang; ho dugc hoc trong ngdi trudng co trang thiét bi day dua,
m&i va tot nhat trong tinh. To Welch Daily News luén dua tin vé nhitng hoc
sinh tot nghiép tir tredng nay va gianh dwgc nhiéu gidi thudng danh gia
hodc dat dwgc nhiéu thanh cong vang doi. Mac du ching t6i chién thang ho
hoan toan trong bong bau duc nhung chang hoc sinh nao c6 co hoi doi dau
va chién thang ho trong linh viec khoa hoc ca. “Cau muoén bao chi loan tin
khap noi rang ching da sé bi de bep ra sao a? Tién si von Braun sé nghi
nhu thé nao vé ching ta? Néu cau con chit minh man, ciu sé phai tir bo y
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dinh nay di thoi,” t6i n6i v&i Quentin nhung that ra, toi hoan toan nhan ra
rang cau ay khéng con mot chiit minh man nao ca.

“Bi quan nhuw vdy chang gidng cau ti nao cd,” Quentin lanh lung bdo.
“T¢ hoan toan chét lang nguwoi di qua thai do cta cau. Mat hét tinh than nita
chit.” Khi khong thay t6i phan (ng, cau ay tiép thém mat loat, “Ngac nhién,
chéan nan va buon ba.”

T6i khong dé minh mac vao cai bay day nhitng ngon tir khich twéng cta
Quentin. Toi chi lac dau va bo lai cau &y m6t minh & ctta 16p. T6i khong
con mudn nghe mot diéu gi vé viéc nay nita.

Trong nam do, gan nhu t6i déu di nhd xe dén War dé cung hoc thém véi
Dorothy vao méi chiéu Cha nhat. Nang c6 vé thich sy c6 mat cta toi,
nhung cling chang trach dugc vi téi yéu nang ma. Vao mét ngay Chu nhat
no, nang dot nhién dirng but va ngudc 1én nhin t6i dang ngoi phia d6i dién.
“Sonny a, minh rat vui vi ching ta la ban rat t6t cia nhau!” Nang budt
miéng.

“Minh ciling vay, Dorothy a,” toi trd 161, tw d6i long minh. Tt “ban” chwa
bao gio lai tré thanh té hai dén thé.

Mot sang, Emily Sue bat gap t6i ditng than thd buon chan nhin Dorothy
¢ gidang duwong. Dorothy dang tay trong tay vd&i ban trai méi nhat, mot
chang cau thua bong bau duc hoc 16p trén; toi ding d6, moi tré ca ra. Emily
Sue lai gan ng6i xudng tredc mat, dat tay 1én ghé réi nhin to6i. Emily la mot
hoc sinh gidi, v&i than hinh map map va cap mat kinh can to tron lam mat
c6 ban nhin nhw cd vo vay. Lé ra c6 ay khong thudc loai dwgc cac chang wa
thich nhung su that thi nguwgc lai do Emily la mot trong nhitng hoc sinh
khiéu vii giéi nhat truong. Nhung theo cdm nhan ban nang cta t6i, Emily la
mot ngwdi ban than thiét, ngwdi toi c6 thé tro chuyén bat c diéu gi ma
khong cadm thay ngai ngung. Va c6 con s@ hitu mot tri tué hon han cac ban
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cung trang lita. “Bay gid cau dinh lam gi vGi cau dy?” Co ban hat dau vé
phia Dorothy va hoi toi.

“Minh cé lam dwgc gi nita dau.” T6i nhin vai, c6 té ra ho hitng véi suw
Viéc.

Emily Sue quan sét t6i. “Cau ay thich cau day, Sonny a. Nhung dé6i véi
Dorothy, cau chi l1a m6t ngwdi ban nho dac biét va diéu do 1é sé chang bao
gio thay doi dau.”

Loi n6i cta Emily nhw vét dao dam sau vao tim t6i. T6i thoi ngay sy gia
vO ctia minh va rén ri. “Nhung tai sao? Minh c6 van dé gi chit?”

“Cdu chang c6 van dé gi cd,” Emily khang dinh. “Cau la mét trong
nhitng ngwdi ban t6t tinh va than thién nhat trudng dy chi. Ai cling yéu
mén cau ma. Nhung cau biét sao khong? Cdu Iuén la chinh minh. Hay nhin
anh trai ca cau di. Anh ta an mac sanh diéu, 1a mot ng6i sao béng bau duc,
con la mot ban nhdy cuc gioi nita - xin Chua ching giam, t¢ cuc ki thich
khiéu vii véi anh ta - va c6 rat nhiéu c6 nang theo dudi Jim moi lic moi
noi. Anh ta rd rang la mot chang trai vi dai trong truong day, nhung sw that
anh ta dau c6 may ngwoi ban dau. Té nghi do 1a 1y do vi sao anh cau hen ho
v&i qua nhiéu con gai. Anh cau lu6n mon méi tim kiém nguoi thich con
nguwoi that ctia minh chit khéng phédi cdi mac ngdi sao bong bau duc.
Dorothy ciling thé day. Cau ay rat vui vi c6 nguwdi ban nhé nhw cau nhung sé
tim tinh yéu ¢ mot chang trai khac ma thoi.”

Trong khi Emily thao thao bat tuyét thi t6i moi lic mot tudt nguwdi sau
xuong ghé. Jim va Dorothy la cing mot loai ngwdi w? T6i chwa bao gio
nghi dén diéu nay cd. Va t6i sé sudt doi chi 1a ban ctia Dorothy chi¢ khéng
thé tién xa hon nita sao? Cang nghi t6i cang chim vao mot ndi buén vo tan
sau nht ham mé vay. Bén khi chudng reo, t6i cdm on Emily Sue vé nhitng
diéu t6t dep c6 danh cho t6i va chang buon tranh luan vé nhitng luan diém
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khac. Nhung cd ngay hom ay toi chang nghi duwgc gi ngoai nhitng 161 noéi
ctia Emily. T6i chang thé nao tin vao ching. Phai c6 mét cach nao do nhw
chién thuat hay thu doan gi dé chiém dwgc Dorothy chit. Cling giong nhuw
ché tao tén ltra thoi, néu toi du thong minh, t6i sé lam duwgc.

Vai tuan sau, toi va Quentin ti€p tuc céng viéc thyc nghiém, ching toi
lan lwot thit tron nhitng hon hgp thudce sing den khac nhau trong binh niu
nwdc néng. Toi khap khéi mirng tham vi cau ay khong con nhac dén hoi
chg khoa hoc nita. Phwong phéap thir vi sai cia ching t6i cudi cung cho ra
mot hon hgp phat sang va téa ra nhiéu khoéi nhat. Quentin con muon thi ca
chat n6 day nita. “T¢ dang nghi vé diéu nay, ban gia a. T¢ khong thich hon
hop long 1éo nay chut nao ca. Theo t@, ching ta nén thém vao mot it keo
bat Itta dé dinh hinh né lai. Sau d6 minh duc mot cai 16 xuyén tam, tang
dién tich dot cuing mot Iic. Diéu nay sé tao nén lwc dady manh mé hon day.”

Viéc c6 thém lyc day lam bui tai t6i. T6i di voi dén Big Store, doi dén
khi Junior phuc vu xong hét nhitng khach khac, t6i hoéi anh tim cho minh
mot loai keo cé thé chdy duwgc. Anh gang hoi dén khi t6i chiu thira nhan
rang minh dang lam gi thi m&i dem ra mdt can keo bot. DBén tan bay gio toi
van khong hiéu vi sao ho lai trit thit nay trong Big Store nita, nhwng qua la
né da ton tai & d6. “Thi¢ nay cling giong nhu keo dan tem. Tron né chung
v6i thudc sung cta chd may, do nwéc vao ro6i chd cho né khé hoan toan.
Anh nghi la né sé chay day. Hét 15 cent ca thdy.”

“Cam on anh Junior,” t6i vira n6i vira dém tién 1é. T6i xai sap hét ngan
phiéu tam thoi r6i, chac phai sém tiéu vao khoan tién dollar My danh dum
it 6i thoi.

“Anh nghe phong thanh la em dinh dén Cape Canaveral lam viéc ha?

Anh titng dén vung do r6i, & Florida va tdm & bai bién danh riéng cho
nguoi da den nira kia.”
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To6i chwa bao gio ¢6 y niém rang nguwdi da den phai can c6 bai bién riéng
ca. O Coalwood nay ho c6 nhitng truong hoc va nha tho riéng, 18 ra ciing
phai c6 ca bai bién luon chit nhi? “Anh c6 thich noi d6 khong?” t6i héi.

Junior t6 vé khé chiu. “Anh thi thich r6i dé6 nhwng anh c6 dan me theo
nita va ba ¢t nang nac doi vé lai ving ndi nay cho mau.” Anh suy ngam
mot lic roi néi tiép. “Khi me mat, anh chén cat ba trén ngon nui sau nha
tho ctia Cha Richard Bé Nho.”

“Cho em grri 10i chao Richard Bé Nho nhé,” toi noi.

“Anh khong di cai nha thd danh cho ngudi da den do6,” anh ngat 10i.
“Anh chi 1én nidi cau nguyén la da.” Junior cau may nhin t6i. “Di vé tiép
tuc ché tao tén Itra ctia chi may di. Nhung can than day, nghe khong?”

Toi chang biét minh da lam gi dé phién long Junior nita. “Em nghe r6i
a,” toi hira.

Junior voi va quay lai vGi nhitng ngudi khach dang xép hang trudc quay.
“Anh sé no6i véi Cha Bé Nho rang chd may gt 10i chao,” anh c6 vé diu lai
khi toi budc ra khoi ctra.

Vé dén nha, t6i 1ay ra mot vai cai muong dung dé dong, vai cai ca, mot
thd dé trén va que danh tritng tr ti bép cia Me dem xubng tang ham.
Ching t6i tron thudc sung den theo ding liéu lwgng da tinh toan mot cach
chinh x4c nhat véi nwéc va bot keo cho dén khi ching quanh lai thanh mot
hon hgp sén sét mau den. Sau dé to6i ghi chép cdn ké moi thit minh da lam
vao s0 tay. Bé day tri thitc. Toi d6 mé sén sét do vao dia roi dat xuong dudi
10 dun nw6c chd cho khé. Hai ngay sau, n6 dong banh citng ngac. Thay mat
mady cai ca, mudng va tho trén, Me 10 do xuéng phong thi nghiém cua toi,
sau khi nhin thay su that phii phang thi ba chi biét thd dai roi ra Big Store
mua lai mét loat dé thay thé. R6i Me ké toi nghe rang ba va Junior da cudoi
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ngat nghéo vé sy viéc nay nhu thé nao. Dén thit by tiép theo, khi t6i cing
Quentin quang banh thuéc n6 ay vao 10 dun nwéc noéng thi nd phat sang
manh mé. “Phi thuongqua, ban gia a!” Cau hét toang lén, van la théi quen
dung nhitng tir ngtr tham xwng moi khi qua phan khich ctia minh.

Ching t0i tiép tuc tim cach gidi quyét ca van dé “vi sao” lan “nhu thé
nao”. Mdc du Quentin chwa tim ra sach vé tén ltta nhung cudi cung da kiém
lai dwgc cubn sach vat ly trong thw vién & Welch, cé dé cap dén dinh luat 3
Newton vé lyc tac dong va phan lyc. Vi du, trong sach miéu td mot qua
béong bay duwgc mé nut that va bay vong vong trong phong. Khéng khi
trong do chiu ap lyc tir bén ngoai, va khi xi ra khéi miéng qua bong (tac
dong) thi n6 bi day vé phia trwdc (phan lyc). Vay thi tén Itta cling c6 thé
dugc muong twgng nhe mot qua bong dac cing.

Theo ban nang, chiing t6i biét raing miéng tén Itta (16 hong & day cta no)
cling giong nhw nat that ctia qua bong, phai nhé hon phan than. Nhung phai
lam nhoé hon bao nhiéu, va miéng tén ltta hoat dong ra sao, roi lam thé nao
dé ché ra no thi chiing t6i hoan toan mu tit. Tat c nhitng gi ching t6i c6 thé
lam la phong doan ma thoi. “Hay la ching ta tht han mot cai vong dém
hodc mét thit gi twong ty vay vao phan than dé tao nén phan miéng?” Toi
de xuat v4i Quentin trong gid an trua.

Quentin vira nhép nhép banh qui cia Me guti vao hop com trua cua toi
cho cau, vira tram tw suy nghi. “Um, t& nghi ¥ kién ndy c6 vé kha thi day,
nhung ai sé han day?”

T6i c6 biét 3 nguwdi tho han & Coalwood nay. Hai trong s6 ho lam viéc
trong ctta hang kim khi dién may 16n bén kia song doi dién Big Store. Chu
Leon Ferro dang la quan doc, la nguwdi cua cong ty nhw Bo, to6i khong nghi
rang chi dy sé giip minh. C6 chang thi phdi hy vong vao chu Issac
Bykovski. Chu lam thg han doc lap trong mot shop nhé ¢ nha than vao ca
khuya. Esther, con gai cua chd titng hoc chung 16p véi t6i dén khi mac
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chitng bai nao thi phéi chuyén sang treong dac biét. Me tirng bao rang vg
chong chid dy hay hoi han vé t6i, hoc hanh thé nao, song ra sao. Trong gio
ra choi, doi Iic t6i nhin vé phia ho va hai vg chong Ike va Mary Bykovski
mim cuwoi lai vai toi, than thién nhw thé dang nhin con ctia minh vay. Cé Ié
toi da tim duwgc tho han cho minh ro6i.

Dém do, sau khi ca t6i da tan va nhitng nguwdi cong nhan ca khuya khuat
vao ham mo, t6i chubn ra cia sau di dén khu mé. Phong treong hgp Bo bi
chiéc phon den si goi bat ngd 1én mo sé phat hién ra minh, t6i bén di an
dwéi béng cdy. T6i con can than di theo con dwong bi mat dén khu mé ma
bon t6i kham phé trong lic choi tro cao boi va da dé lic nhé. Vao ban dém,
cac 16i vao khu mé déu bi khoa lai nhwng t6i biét trong hang cay trén nii cé
mot ranh thoat nwéc chay dai xuéng dwdi hang rao. Gan dé la canh ctra bi
khoa trai hiém khi dugc st dung t6i dan dén ngay ctra hang. T6i tim thay
ranh nwdc réi mo mam trong dém t6i dén khi cham dwgc vao canh cita.
Tiép do, to6i nam ldy hang rao réi bat dau tudt xuoéng nai dén khi dieng trén
vach ding cudi ranh nwdc. Mot tay nam lay moi ndi ctia hang rao, t6i du
nguwoi xuong dé chan cham xudéng 6ng nwdc réi chui qua dwdi hang rao
sang phia bén kia. Ctra hang dién may chi cach d6 khoang 11 mét, anh sang
phat ra soi ro canh ctra va ca con duong.

T6i hé nhin qua 16p kinh ban thiu ctaa ctta sau. Chu Bykovski dang van
b do6 4o lién quan rong thung thinh, diéng lam viéc bén chiéc may tién.
Chu nho con va c6 doi tai bé ti nhung vénh ra ngoai, nhin ¢t nhw chiéc mii
bdo ho dang nam tya Ién chiing vay. Lay hét can dam, t6i md cita budc vao.
Chu nhin to6i gat dau chao sau dé t6i ditng dgi chu két thic cong viéc dang
dang dé. “Chau khoe khong, Sonny?” Chu hoi, ¢t nhw chuyén t6i xuat hién
tredc mat ong vao lic nira dém la rat binh thwong vay.

Giong caa chd Bykovski con chit 1o 16, t6i chang 1ay lam la v6i diéu nay

bdi s6 lwgng nguwdi nhap cw & Coalwood cling twong doi dang ké. Mot so
nguoi Y da trdm chd nhitng cong nhan dinh cong vao nhitng ndm 1920 va
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1930, sau do thi gia nhap UMWA trong Thé chién thit II. Sau d6 mot so
nguwoi Hungary, Nga va Phan Lan cling dén day; con c6 thém hai gia dinh
nguoi Ireland, Anh va mot nguoi Mexico nita. Mdc du ngudi 16n trong
nhitng gia dinh nay van con noéi giong lo 16 nhwng con cai cia ho thi khong.
B0 Sau Siéu Dang ludn chu trong viéc doc va viét tiéng Anh trong moi tiét
hoc thwdong nhat ctia ching t6i. Khong co6 sy khac biét nao duwgc ton tai gitra
nhitng dia tré goc mién Tay Virginia va nhitng dita nhap cw. Néu nhw
chung toi phat am “chai” thay vi “chay”, hodac “sanh” thay vi “sinh”, hay
nhw “rong téch” thay cho “rong tuéch” thi sé bi bat lap lai dén khi nao néi
that chuan méi thoi. Va chac chi c6 thién dwong méi citu roi dwgc mot hoc
sinh tot nghiép & Coalwood ma di phat am “thw véng” thay cho “thw vién”.

To6i trinh bay vGi chi Bykovski rang minh dang ché tao tén Ira va can
phdi han mot cai vong dém vao day chiéc 6ng lam phan than. “Va chéau
muon chu gitup?” chi hoi.

“Chu sé giup chau chit a?” t6i nin thd hoi hop.

Chu c6i mii bdo hiém ra, 1y tay do lau mo6 héi trén chiéc tran gan nhw
héi r6i on ton noéi: “Cha cdé mét it dng nhom co6 thé st dung duge. Nhung
han ho quang 1én cai vong dém thi hoi gay go ddy. Han gi6 da thi sé dé
dang hon.”

“Nhu thé cling dugc a,” téi dap. Chi can cai vong dém dugc gan chat vao
la dugc roi, han gié da nghe cling tam 6n mac du t6i chang hiéu no la gi.

Chgt chtd quac mat nhin t6i. “Chu chi dwgc phép lam viéc trong cita hang
ndy mot khi nhan 1énh cta b6 chau. Ong ay c6 biét chau dang & day

khong?”

T6i lac dau. “Khong thwa chi.” To6i c6 cam gidc rang doi véi nguwdi nhw
chi Bykovski thi t6t nhat 1a nén néi ro sw that, khong nén che gidu bat cw
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diéu gi ca. “Ong ay phéan d6i chau ché tao tén ltta nhuwng Me chau thi tan
thanh. Chau can sy gitup do va chd la hy vong duy nhat cta chau ddy a.”

Chu nhin t6i suy xét mot lic, gwong mat téi sam lai. T6i biét vé mat
minh bay gio trong tdi nghiép lam vi trong long dang that sy kho s& ma.
“Chau c6 biét han gi6 da nhw thé nao khéng?” Chd hoi sau mét hoi suy
nghi.

“Khong thwa chu.”

“Vay dé chu day cho. Chac b6 chau sé khong phién gi dau. Nao, lai day
lam cung v@i chi. Chau can doan 6ng dai bao nhiéu?”

To6i cling khong chac nhung cit néi dai 1a khodng 30cm. Sau d6 ong hoi
dén bé rong va toi cling mu tit nén ang chirng mot vai centimet. Khi 6ng cat
mot doan rong 2,5cm duwa cho t6i thi tai hai thay, né qua nho. Nhan ra diéu
do, ong lay 6ng c6 dwong kinh 16n hon, khoang 3cm va dai 35,5cm; bay
gio nhin né 6n hon rat nhiéu. Sau khi chuan bi xong vat liéu, 6ng day
nhanh cho t6i cach han gi6 da. Moi tht c6 vé kha don gian, chi viéc gitt
cho que sat néng hoi trén cudon day han (nhin giéng mot maé kim loai mém),
nung cho né tan ra va chdy vao noi can bit kin. Nhung thyc hanh thi khéng
dé dang nhw vay. T6i thao tac trén dong chat 16ng vira chay ra lam no be bét
hét ca, chat han lan xudéng than 6ng va vong dém thi bi gan léch. Mot gio
sau, chi Bykovski quay lai xem xét thanh qua cua t6i. “Lan dau lam vay la
khong té dau,” chud néi thé dé gat t6i ma théi. “Chua sé lam nét cho chau
trong gio gidi lao. T6i mai chau quay lai 1dy nhé.”

T6i dang mu6n guc xudng vi buon ngu nén chang can dgi chu dé nghi
dén lan thit hai ma dong y ngay. Dém sau, t6i lai 1an mo theo con dudng bi
mat quay lai khu mo, qua tén Itta dugc dat trong hop gidy cac tong dang
nam ngoai ctra chg t6i. Moi han bao thanh mot vong tron hoan hdo xung
quanh chiéc vong dém dwoc gan vao ngay ngan dudi day, chu tham chi con
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han thém mot chiéc md sat trén dau qua tén ltra va dan 1én d6 mot cai chop
bang gb hinh vién dan. That 1a mot qua tén Itta dep nhat ma t6i tirng thay.
T6i dem vé va dung bang keo quan day dién dan phan dé bang gidy vao day
r6i dung son méng tay cia Me dé viét tén 1én phan than. T6i dat tén no la
Auk I, dua theo tén cua chim anca vi dai, mot giong chim khong bay dwoc
va da bi tuyét chung. Nguyen c6 la mot ngay trede do, Quentin dot nhién
chang vi mot 1y do nao lai thao thao bat tuyét vé nhitng giong chim bi tuyét
ching nén t6i mdi lay cam hing tir dé dé dat tén. That ra toi dat cai tén nay
la c6 chu dich. T6i muén i ban minh thiy rang du cho qua tén Itta c6 lat
nhao khoi bé phong di nita thi nhitng viéc ching tdi dang lam cling nham
b6i dap thém vao kho tang kién thitc cia minh day thoi.

T6i do6 day Auk I véi thude sung den/hon hgp dac sét cua keo dan tem,
cam mat cay but chi vao miéng 16 va dé qua tén Itta dwdi 10 dun nwdc néng
cho khé. Chiéc but chi tao mot dwong 6ng xuyén tam khoi bot thudc, nham
tang dién tich bé mat tiép xtc - chiéu theo 10i ctia Quentin.

Vao thit bdy, Quentin bat xe dén nha t6i, dgi dén khi ca Ii ban tdp hop
dong du, chung t6i cung nhau quan sat Auk I. “Thich céi tén nay day,”
Quentin 1én tiéng. “Co 1é thugng dé sé giip minh vi ngai nghi rang chiing
ta thich hgp dé don nhan mot dinh ménh xau xa.”

May dita khac ngdy ngudi ra nhin cau ay. “Y néi sy tu tin thai qua 1a mot
diém g&,” toi “phién dich” lai 16i Quentin.

“Té tin rang ching ta dang c6 nhitng tién trién tot,” Quentin ti€p tuc noi
vOi toi c@ nhu nhitng dita kia khong c6 mdt ¢ dé vay. Cau ra ngon tay
quanh phan day ctia qua tén lira, do xét can than cai vong dém dwoc han
vao, hit hit ngi phan thudc sting den mot cach c6 cha dich roi phat biéu:
“Nhung ching ta khong thé it thir r6i loat bo thit nghiém that bai nhw vay.
Qua tén Itta nay co thé bay, néu khong, qua tiép theo sé thanh cng. Nhung
ching ta hoc dugc gi tiv do, khong phdi chi ngam né phong 1én nhw nhitng
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qua tén lira ngay 4 thang 7; ma diéu quan trong la ching ta phai tim hiéu
duwgc rang vi sao né bay.”

“P¢ la viéc cta cau, Quentin.” Toi tirc gian ngat 10i. Toi da lam moi thi
cau ta muon nhwng c mai bi phan nan. “Khi nao cau méi tim ra cuén sach
dé ha?”

Quentin lac dau. “T¢ khong biét phdi tim ¢ dau nita. C6 1é dé la mot diéu
qua bi mat nén khong ai viét ra sach ca.”

May da con lai bon chon. “Ching ta cé thé thit phong n6 bay gio
chwa?” O’Dell nai ni.

“O’Dell,” Quentin tra 10i mét cach chan thanh, “t¢ e rang sy tham lam
vO do cua cau sé chang chitng minh dwgc diéu gi ngoai ditc hanh kém trong
cau lac bo cua chung ta ma thoi.”

O’Dell ngo ngudy té vé de doa. “Cau nghi thé nao néu t¢ dung sy tham
lam v0 do nay dé dap cau mot tran ha?”

T6i biét minh nén tranh moi rac réi c6 thé xay ra. To6i chdang mang moi
khi Quentin pho trong von tir ctia cau ay nhuwng téi do rang 1t ban kia nght
cau ta rat dang ghét (ma cau ta dang ghét that). “Pi nao, Sherman, cau dan
dwong di. O’Dell, cau vac qua tén Ira. Roy Lee, cau dem theo diém chwa?
Con Quentin, cau di cung t4.”

Sherman dan ching t6i 1én nti Bon Nwdc dén khu thai than. Bay gio
ching t6i dang ditng cao hon khu mo it nhat khoang 180 mét. Tt day toi
chi c6 thé nhin thdy chép nha than sau nhitng rang cdy. O’Dell bat dau dé
tén Itta 1én bé phéng ré6i dung mot cuc da chen cho né ding vitng. Sau doé
chiing t6i tim cho nup sau nhitng da cudi 1én quanh bai dat trong. Roi
O’Dell cam lay diém tir tay Roy Lee. “Tén Itta sé khong bay 1én duwgc néu
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chwa c6 ai chdm ngoi!” Cau dy tuyén bo. Sherman nép sat minh vao sau
tang da. O’Dell lién chdm ngoi va chay lai ndp canh t6i. Ching t6i nhin
nhau cuoi toe toét.

Ngoi no li xi chay lén, va r6i Auk I phéng 1én khong trung véi muodn
vang hao quang. Lén dugc gan 2 mét thi né lut phut r6i roi tré xudng dam
khoi xam vira phét ra va dap xuéng mot cach nang né, cai chép hinh nén
gdy vang ra mot bén. N6 nam doé dén khi thudc sing chay hét. Quentin la
nguwoi dau tién chay dén, quy rap cad chan tay roi nhin lom lom vao bé
phong tén ltra. “Mo6i han bi chay ra r6i,” cau ay tuyén bo, khit khit mii khi
ngti tring mui thoi cda lwu huynh. “Tén Ita bay roi day nhung moi han
chdy hét cé ra.”

Khi n6é ngudi hoan toan, t6i nhat chiéc 6ng nhom lén quan sat. N6 hoi
thoi that, song du sao n6 da bay 1én; chi dugc gan 2 mét thoi nhung quan
trong la no da bay lén dugc!

“That phi thwong,” Quentin két luan.

DEN TOI CHU NHAT t6i lai 1an theo 16i hang rao mang theo Auk I dén
gap chu Bykovski. Chu quan sat r6i no6i: “Co vé nhiét lwvgng toa ra tir tén
Itra qua sttc chiu dung cia moi han gié da, nhw vay thi phai han hé quang
th6i.” Chu d6i mi bao ho vao, ngdm nghi mét hoi réi ndi vé can nhac:
“Han ho quang v&i nhom thi khé lam, tot hon hét la dung sat tho6i.”

Chu di lai dong vat liéu, chon ra mot ong sat roi dung cwa cat ra mot
doan dai khodng 35cm. T6i dén lay no tr tay chid va thir nhac 1én. “Co vé

ndng day,” toi hoai nghi.

“Puing, nhung sét rat bén, Sonny a. Ong nhém muén duwgc bén vitng thi
phai rat day, trong khi do6 sat chi can mong thoi. Cha khuyén chau nén dung
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né. Va vé vong dém, ching ta da dung cai khong tot, chac phdi cat mot
miéng sat ra, duc 16 r6i han hé quang vao dée.”

T6i nuot 14y tirng chit ctia chd. “Vay chu sé day chau cat sat, khoan roi
han ho quang chit a?”

Chu Bykovski nhin dong ho r6i trd 16i. “Lan nay dé cha lam gitip chau sé
nhanh hon. Chu sé chi chau vao lac khac.”

T6i hoi e ngai. “Chau khong mudn chu gdp rac rdi gi dau a.”

Chu nhun vai: “B6 chéau sé chang tim thay thg may nao gidi hon chu dau,
nhat la chiju lam viéc vao ca khuya nhw thé nay nita. Nhwng du sao chu van
nghi ring chau nén néi cho 6ng biét. Ong dy phai cam thay tw hao vé nhitng
viéc chung ta dang lam chw.”

“Khi nao tén ltra ctia chiing ta bay dwgec... that sy bay duwgc ay... thi chau
sé no6i cho O0ng dy biét,” t6i mién cwdng hira.

Chua cuwoi twoi. “Tot. Chu nghi cai nay sé bay théi. Thit tw sé cé cho
chau.”

T6i quyét dinh thir thém van may cia minh. “Chua Bykovski, chd cé thé
lam cho chau 2 cai dvgc khong a?”

Cudi cung, chu lam cho t6i han 3 cai. Vao thit bdy sau dé, Auk II, III va
IV da san sang dung theo thiét ké. Chung t6i lai kéo nhau 1én bai dat trong
sau khu mé. “Tén Itra sé khong bay lén dwgc néu chwa c6 ai cham ngoi!”
O’Dell lai lap lai véi nguyén do la nhd ciu dy néi cau nay nén qua tén Itva
dau tién da bay dugc va day la diém may man.
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Sherman muon dich than cham ngoi nhung t6i e rang cau dy khong kip
chay ra xa. “Pirng lo gi cho t& ca,” cau khang dinh chac nich lam t6i phai
dong y, Sherman c6 rat nhiéu biéu hién vuot 1én khoi s6 phan tat nguyén
ctia minh. Cau cham ngoi r6i chay ra nup sau tang da. Lira phut ra t* Auk
II. N6 bat dong mot choc réi khéi xit ra, chdp Itta va bé phong run 1én ban
bat. N6 vot 1én khong trung duwgc 3 mét roi doi hwéng phong vao ring cay
sau lung ching t6i, dap vao than cay soi, bat lai bai than cam, xoay mot
vong roi bung 1én tdng da noi tdi dang nup vdi Quentin. Sau do bat chot né
lai phong Ién troi dwgc chirtng hon 6 mét, huc hdc mot tiéng roi roi xuéng
nhr mot con chim chét. Téi m@ to mat quan sat hét moi viéc xdy ra, con
Quentin thi thong minh hon, vui mat xuéng bai than cam, tay 6m lay dau.
T6i vo vai Quentin, cau ay nhac mat ra khoi dong than, chit than vun roi ra
khoi mii. “N6 rét xudng roi,” toi vira bo vira n6i cho Quentin biét. O’Dell
chay dén bén Auk II va nhay loan xa. “N6 bay r6i! N6 bay roi!” Cau chang
reo ho.

“N6 xém giét chét ching ta day chi,” Roy Lee cat giong khan duc sau
khi buwdc 1én tr cai ranh noi lic ndy cdu ay vira tram minh xuong. Cau buéc
dén bén O’Dell va kién nhan dgi dén khi cau chang nay ngitng vung chan
mua tay. Poan Roy Lee da vao qua tén ltira con néng hoi. “Nhung du sao né
cling bay roi, phai khong?”

Chtng t6i déu run 1én vi sung swéng. “T¢ da cham ngoi cho n6 bay day

"’

nhé!” Sherman hét toang.

Quentin phui bui, mii con dang bi nhuém den; can than quan sat Auk II
r6i két ludn. “Ching ta phai lam mot bo dinh vi t6t hon trwdc khi phong qua
tiép theo.”

Chang c6 dira nao ti€p nhan y kién d6 ca. Tén Itta cia ching t6i da bay

dwgc r6i ma! Ca dam chi néng long mu6n xem thi qua tiép theo sé bay nhw
thé nao. Lan nay dén luwgt Roy Lee, cadu cham ngoi réi phong le di, miéng
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lam bam nguyén rda. Cau dy ndp vao tang da vira lic qua tén ltra phéng
1én, xoay mot vong, va vao cay go thich, bat xuéng bai dat canh ching t6i
ro6i rét phich xuéng swon nui phia trén, gan nhw chén hét ca than xudng dat.

Trong khi 14 ching t6i tham gia cung mot diéu nhay khac vai O’Dell thi
Quentin lang 18 b6i Auk III 1én ro6i lau bau: “Té da bdo cac cau ching ta
khong nén phéong qua tiép theo 1én trde khi cé thé dinh vi dwong bay 1én
thang cho n6 ma.”

Roy Lee van han hoan dung Auk IV lén: “Ching ta dén day dé phong
nhitng qua tén ltra nay va chi viéc lam vay théi, khong can néi nhiéu.” Cau
ay chang chan chtr gi va chdm ngoi ngay. Bi bat ngd, ching t6i hot hodng
bo ra phia sau nhitng tdng da tredc khi né kip bat lira.

Auk IV phéng vut 1én khong trung mot cach tron tru r6i huéng xudng
nadi. T6i vira hét 1én mirng r& roi dot ngot chuyén sang mot tiéng kéu lo sg
khi quan séat thdy né roi xuéng khu moé. Ngay lic do trong dau téi chot
thoang hién 1én hinh anh qua tén Itta bay vao 6ng thong gio va roi ngay
xuong mot bé xang dau nao d6. Bén khi nhan thay dudi khéi dan tat lim tw
phia trai cia nha than, t6i mdi thd phao vi it nhat cling tranh dwgc tai hoa
tham kh6c ma minh vira twéng twong ra. Nhung du gi di nita, toi biét minh
cling sé gdp rac réi roi. Toi thay long nang triu ct nhw moi thit trong co thé
sé troi tudt xuong hét ra khéi chan minh vay. T6i chi muon ty dd minh mot
phat vi céi toi phong tén Itta qua gan khu mé. T6i 1a tha linh cia BCMA,
vay ma lai di gay ra 16i lam nghiém trong nay. Tai sao t6i c6 thé ngu ngéc
dén thé nhi? That ra da c6 cau tra 101, chang thé do 16i cho ai trong viéc nay
ca ngoai ban than minh. T6i da dong y dé thuc hién viéc nay & day vi that
s khong thé nghi trvdc duge rang qua tén lira sé bay xa nhu vay.

Chang con ai c6 tinh than dé di thu vé qua tén lira dé, sau mot hoi ban

luan, t6i va Quentin phai dam nhiém viéc nay. Vi du sao di nita, hai ching
t0i da ché tao ra cai thit ma O’Dell bat chot cho la “vat tgi 16i” dy. Nhitng
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dita khac 1am 1{ii cdi gam mat buwéc ra phia dwong Cai. T6i phai tw téi luyén
long minh cho citng ran dé doi dau vdi nhitng gi sé xay ra tiép theo, chi
mong rang Auk IVda roi vao mot cho nao dé ching t6i c6 thé thu hoi lai ma
khong bi ai phat hién. Chuing t6i ldng 1é mo xudng nui réi chuon nhe nhang
nhu nhitng nguwoi da do dang phuc kich qua ctta sau nha than, noi van
phong cii ki bang gach cua B6 ngy tri. Hom nay la thit bdy nhung B6 van
lam viéc nhu thuwong 18. Ong tréng thdy chiing ti trudc. Cong nhan thudng
gay su chi y bang mot tiéng “whoop” rat dac trung khi lam viéc dwéi ham
mé va ho cling dung n6 khi dang trén mat dat theo th6i quen. Lic do toi
giat minh nghe tiéng whoop ctia B6 va nhin 1én thay 6ng dang ding canh
hai ngwoi khac nita ngoai hanh lang van phong. Ho van 4o choang va that
ca vat rat chinh té. T6i doan chac ho tit mé thép Ohio, chi ctua ching t6i, vi
t0i chdang bao gio thdy ai an mdc nhuw vay & Coawood trir khi di 1€ nha tho
hodc du tiéc & Club House. T6i nhin thdy Auk IV dang nam c6 doc trong
dong bui than canh dwdong ray. Mot dong vat vun bay hay nam canh bitc
twong gach van phong cta B6. Chang can phai la thién tai dé nhan ra sy
viéc vira xay dén: BCMA da phong tén Itra tdn cong cong ty than.

Trong boéng toi ctia khu mé, cong nhan deo deén trén dau va xoay cho tia
sang tao thanh vong tron moi khi muo6n ra hiéu goi nguwoi khac. Biéu do
nghiém nhién trd thanh théi quen cta ho du da 1én mat dat tran ngdp anh
sang, toi van thuong thady cong nhan xoay dau nhw vy moi khi mudn kéu
ai tién lai phia minh. B0 nhin t6i va xoay dau, to6i nhan lay tin hiéu va voi
va chay lai. Ong dang phiing mang tron mét vi tic gian. T6i chi e ring 6ng
lai roi vao mot tran ho dau dén nita thoi. “Chang phdi b6 da bao con ding
ngay cai viéc ngu xuan nay lai a?” ong hét toang 1én. “Con c6 thé giét
nguoi bang cai thit do day!”

T6i cam thdy nhe nhom d6i chat khi biét rang tén ltra ctia minh khong roi
tring nguwdi nao. BO roi khoi hanh lang van phong r6i tién t6i cam qua tén
Itra 1én. “Sao cai nay nhin giong vat dung cta cong ty vay. Con lay né &
dau ha?”
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T6i so hai dén citng ca hong. Chang phai la t6i ngai an don hay sg bi
trirng phat; t6i chi méi bi B6 danh mot lan trong doi ma théi. Do 1a vao khi
toi 7 tubi. Hom 4y, t6i dang choi dua vdi chd ché Littlebit canh 6ng thong
gio cli ctia nha than. T6i leo vao trong chiéc 1éu dung day miéng 6ng chi dé
nhin vao khodng trong sau hut, den kit caa céi 16 d6. Littlebit thay vay bén
phoéng theo va khong nhan thdy cai 16 dén khi bay gan t&i noi. N6 nhay
chom vé phia td6i nhwng hut va roi thang xuéng ho sau gan 200 mét. Toi dé
B6 khiéng cai xac mém rii cta Littlebit vé nha, trong lic t6i khoc mitc ng,
ong xoay t6i lai va tdng cho 3 cdi rd manh. Sau d6 6ng giip t6i chon cat
Littlebit phia bén kia dwong ray. Toi yéu cau 6ng bé mii xuéng dé minh cau
nguyén. “Lay Chua dang kinh,” t6i da diét thut thit. “Xin hay 1dy mang con
theo vi con da 16 giét chét Littlebit.”

“Cau nguyén gi ma khing khiép vay!” Bo bang hoang. “Lam lai di. Cau
nguyén cho linh hon cta Littlebit hay mot cai gi khac di.”

“Da dugc,” toi nghiém trang noi. “Lay Chua dang kinh, hay cho Littlebit
that yén vui noi chon thwgng gidi va dirng 1dy mang con mdc du con dang
bi nhu vay.”

“Lay Chua t6i, ho day con cai quai gi & nha tho vay?” B6 rat hiém khi
dén Nha tho Cong Pong Coalwood. Ong dit tay 1én vai toi r6i cau nguyén
thay. “Thwa Chda, né chi la mot thang bé théi. Hay phu hd cho n6,” giong
ong vé luong ly “t6t hét mic Ngai c6 thé.” No6i xong B6 doi mi 1én. “bi
nao, vé xem Me con chuan bi gi cho bita an khuya nao.”

Ngay ldc nay, mét trong hai nhan vat ttr Ohio cwdi pha 1én réi ngwoi kia
cling cuwoi hua theo, nghe ct nhw mot 1 la dang be be 1én vay. “Co6 vé con
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ong muon tré thanh nha mét khoa hoc nganh tén Itta day, Homer
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“N6 khong biét né muon tré thanh thi gi dau,” B6 néi va ném cho toi
mot cai nhin lanh lung. “Nhwng toi thi biét n6 1a thit gi.” Poan 6ng gio qua
tén it 1én. “N6 1a mot tén trom.” Ong quan sat méi han duw6i phan day roi
két luan. “Va ca tén nao & khu mé nay da tiép tay cho né nita.”
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7. CAPE COALWOOD

THAY BO TOI KHONG DPE Y PEN MINH, Quentin len 1én ra ctta
chinh cda khu mo, bat xe chu6n khoi Coalwood. Con nhitng dita khac thi
chac da vé nha nghi ngoi sau mot ngay mét mai v6i hy vong mong manh
rang bd me ching sé khong nghe noi gi vé qua tén lta “giang h6” cta
chuing t6i. Con t6i bi BO bat di bd vé nha. Mot gio sau, 6ng cling vé tdi va
goi t6i ra san. Toi ditng doi ong di xudng tang ham va quay tré 1én vGi
thing cac téng dung tat ca cac loai héa chat ctia minh. “Di theo bd,” 6ng ra
l1énh. “B& mudn con chitng kién canh nay.” T6i 1éo déo theo 6ng ra san sau
nha va ngan ngo ditng nhin ong do tat ca moi thit xuong song. T6i biét ong
gian di¥ rat chinh dang. Thir nghi lai xem, t6i da ngu ngoc tdi mic nao khi
quyét dinh phéng thir qua tén Itta chra dinh huwéng qua gan khu mé. Mat
khac, day la nhitng chat héa hoc ctia t6i, dwgc mua vé bang so tién danh
dum ctia chinh t6i. So6 tién dwgc doi bang bao nhiéu budi sang swong roi gia
lanh day sém di giao bao. “Két thic tai day nhé,” éng ndi, khong mang
quay dau lai r6i trat hét tai kali nitrat cudi cung, “B6 néi nghiém tic day,
con mudn swu tam tem, bat éch, nu6i con trung trong lo hay cai gi khac
cling dugc, nhwng khong ché tao tén Itva nita.” No6i xong 6ng dwa lai cho toi
cai thung chita day nhitng tdi va lo trong rong. “Con bay gio n6i mau, ai da
giap con?”

To6i gilt im lang nhwng 6ng no6i ngay: “Chac han la Bykovski r6i.” Mat
toi vO tinh té ra mat binh tinh ngay. Con thit gi & Coalwood nay ma B6 t6i

khong biét nita nhi? “B6 sé xtt ly 6ng ta,” 6ng qua quyét.

“B0 dinh lam gi?” Toi hap tap héi ngay.
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“P6 khong phai la viéc ctia con, 6ng twéng con a. By gio vé phong di
va & trong d6 dén khi Me vé.”

Khi Me vé dén nha, BO6 chan ba ngay & ctta. T6i thoang nghe ho noi
chuyén nhung chang r6 la gi. Roi toi nghe tiéng chan ba thinh thich 1én lau.
Ba vao dén phong t6i r6i hoi, giong nghe mét moi. “Ké me nghe chuyén gi
da xay ra nao.”

T6i ké hét cho ba nghe, vé moi thit va ca chi Bykovski nita. “Bay gio me
md&i hiéu may toi trede do con tron di dau,” ba noéi ngay sau khi t6i két thiic
cau chuyén. “Pirng cé ngac nhién. Con nghi me khéng biét chuyén gi dang
dién ra trong nha nay hay sao?”

“Vay Me c6 dinh giup con khong?”

Ba lac dau. “Me khong biét phai lam thé nao nita. May 6ng trén Ohio da
trinh bdo véi 6ng Van Dyke vé moi viéc. B6 con rat 1dy lam xau ho, theo
me thay thi diéu do cting hop 1y ma théi.”

“Vay con phai lam gi day?”

“Me khong biét nita. Lan nay thi con gay rac roi to r6i.”

“Con doan la con tiéu r6i,” t6i tiu nghiu.

“Néu con dé dang chiu thua nhu vay,” ba nhin vai dap lai, “thi me nghi
rang con tiéu that r6i.”

“Con lo cho chu Bykovski,” t6i vira néi vira tim kiém s cam thong twr
Me.
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“Con lo la phdi,” Me lanh luing bdo. “Con da lgi dung chu ay. Ike véi
Mary luon danh tinh cam yéu thuong ddc biét cho con va con cling nhan ra
diéu d6 ma. Con nén suy nghi chin chan vé hau qua trwéc khi kéo chu ay
vao cudc chi.”

T6i bon chon lo lang ca ngay hom do, dgi dén gio doi ca dé 1én dén gap
chi Bykovski. Nhac thdy bong chu trong ctra hang, long t6i nhe nhom doi
chit. Chu dang loay hoay vGi bo phan nghién to 16n bang thép ctia may
khai thac than tw dong. Nhin thay t6i 16ng ngéng ngoai ctra, chu vay toi vao
trong. “Chau thdy khong, Sonny?” chi vira néi vira chi vao bé phan nghién.
“Cai may nghién phai da thay vi than nén bi gay hét may cai rang. Chu phai
lam lai mdy cai m@i nay.”

T6i boc mot cai rang bi gay trén ban dé dung cu cua chi r6i van vé no
trong tay. “B6 chau c6 n6i chuyén véi cha chwa a?”

“Bo chau rat gian,” chui néi trong tiéng rit cia may phay. “T6i nay la
budi lam viéc cudi cung cua chi. Ong ay chuyén chi xudéng khu mo lam
tho van chuyén vao ca dém.”

T6i nghen ngao trong noi khiép sg va xau ho. To6i da hanh dong mét cach
ngu ngdc, nhung phan ng cua B6 thi that ghé tdm va hén ha. “B6 chau la
mot ngwoi doc ac nhat trong cai thi trdn nay!” T6i bung lén trong sy gian
dir.

Cha Bykovski ditng may phay lai, budc tdi ndm lay vai téi lac manh.
“Chau khong dugc néi thé vé bé minh. Ong ay 1a mot nguoi t6t. Chui da
hanh dong khi chwa dugc cho phép, chi dang nhan 1dy sy tritng phat nay.”
N6i roi chi budng t6i ra va vo nhe 1én tay t6i, nu cudi buon thoang hién
trén moi. “Du sao di nita, c6 1€ diéu nay ciing tot, chi lam cong viéc van
chuyén than sé kiém dwgc nhiéu tién hon.”
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“Chau xin 16i chi Bykovski,” t6i néi. “Me da noi rang chau 1gi dung chua
va ba da dung hoan toan.”

“Nhin nay, chu cé céi nay cho chau day,” chid néi r6i budc vao kho chira
cong cu va dem ra mét thung cac tong. Trong d6 la 4 chiéc Auk véi chop go
trén dau méi toanh. “Chd da lam xong may cai nita. Hy vong sé gitip cho
chau trong mét Iic nita. Tiép tuc cd gang nhé, chi con nhiéu viéc phai lam

»

lam.

Toi don 1ay chiéc thung ci¢ nhw trong dé dung day vang va kim cuwong
vay. “Chau chang biét lam thé nao dé cam on chu nita.”

“Chau muon cdm on chi?” Chu hat dau veé phia cai thung. “Hay lam cho
ching bay 1én di. Cho b6 chau thdy hai chd chdu minh da cung nhau lam
duoc gi.”

B0 toi da ndi rat ro rang ranh mach rang t6i phdi ngirng ngay viéc ché tao
tén Itta lai. BCMA bay gio la mot t6 chitc nam ngoai vong phap luat. T6i
khong hiéu vi sao nhung diéu nay lai cho t6i mot cdm giac thu vi. To6i dinh
bung sé 6m cham 1ay chu Bykovski nhung ¢6 kim nén lai. Thay vao do, t6i
ding thang nguwoi l1én, hy vong rang minh té ra da ban linh dan ong va
tuyén bo, “Vang thwa chd. Chu c6 thé tin vao chau.”

Chu gét dau r6i quay tré lai véi cong viéc. Va toi cling vay.

THU HAI TUAN KE TIEP, t6i tap hop lii ban lai trong gidng duong &
Big Creek trudc gio vao 16p. Pung nhw dy doan, tin tirc vé vu tan cong clia
ching t6i vao nha than dwoc lan truyén qua hang rao dén tai cac vi phu
huynh ngay lap titc. Nhung that ngac nhién khi chang cé dita ban nao bi
phat cd. Me cua Roy Lee cuwdi ngad nghiéng. B6 ctia O’Dell thi té ra ngac
nhién vi mdy qua tén l¥a lai bay dwgc va chang gdy ra bat ci hau qua
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nghiém trong nao. Sau d6 6ng dan do con trai rang nén suy nghi that ki
tredc khi quyét dinh lam mot viéc gi, va tat ca chi c6 vay thoi. Xem ra téi la
dia duy nhat bi la mang. Sau khi doi chiéu sy viéc, tdi do rang nhitng phu
huynh khac déu cam thdy thich thd vi ching t6i da lam cho may 6ng trén
Ohio hoang sg@. Nhitng nguoi nay khong dwgc thién cam cua cac dan
thwong ¢ Coalwood. Toi nghe duwgc mot cudc noi chuyén cua Lién minh
Cong nhan tir anh cia Roy Lee rang nhitng tén troc pht ngao man dé luén
chi nghi cho ban than ho, sé san sang phan boi chiing t6i trong nhay mat ma
th6i. Nhung mat khac, B6 t6i lai lu6n tin rang mot phan chinh yéu céng
viéc caa 6ng 1a 1am cho nhitng ngudi trén Ohio hai long. Oi dao, nhung t6i
cling can phdi théa man ban than minh chi¢. “Ching ta phai tim mot dia
diém phong thir khac cho tén Itra thoi, mot noi ngoai pham vi Coalwood,”
t0i bdo v&i may dita ban.

“Y cau la ching ta s& khong dirng lai a?” O’Dell héi.

“Chuing ta dang hoat dong ngoai vong phap luat,” t6i nhan manh tirng
chit. “Nhung ching ta sé khong bao gio dau hang.”

Sherman dong tinh vd&i t6i. “Ho da doén sach cdy trén Pine Knob,” ciu
noi. “Cho do khong thudc vé cong ty. Chiing ta co thé 1én day.”

“Cau dang dua ddy a?” Roy Lee kéu 1én. “Chuing ta phdi tréo 2 ngon nui
mdi tdi duge do.”

“Vay cau c6 ké hoach nao tét hon khéng?” Sherman dop lai.

“Puwong nhién la c6. Cac cau nghi thé nao néu ching ta dirng hét may cai
tén ltra nay lai va di kiém ban gai?”

Dbiéu nay kich thich O’Dell. “Chiing ta phai lam sao?”
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“Pau tién, td sé chi cau vai thit vé day nho.”
“Cu thé 1a vé cai gi?”
Roy Lee nhay mat. “Nhuw la cdi do nguc bang mét tay chang han.”

“Quyét dinh dén Pine Knob,” t6i quyét dinh, phét 10 y kién nhang nhit
ctia Roy Lee. “Thit bdy nay gdp nhau & nha t&. Chuing ta sé xudt phat twr dé.
Quentin nay?”

“A 0...,” Quentin giat minh, cau ay dang c6 vé mo mang vé mot diéu gi
do xa xam.

“Chung ta phai tim ra cach nao hiéu qua hon viéc ct quang dai nhitng
hon hgp vao trong binh ndu nuwdc néng dé thir ching. Cau la nha khoa hoc
cua bon minh ma. Cau c6 nghi ra dwgc phuwong phap nao khac khong?”

“D1i nhién roi.”
“Vay thi lam di.”

Vao thit bdy, khi B6 dang lam viéc & khu mo, BCMA hoi hop trong
phong t6i. Quentin da cam cui nghién citu céd tuan dé dwa ra phwong phap
thit nghiém hon hgp thudc sting méi va bat dau giang giai mot cach tu hao.
Nghe ra n6 la mot phép thir phitc tap véi nhiéu chiéc ong, day va pittong.
Toi that sy 4n twgng, chac ngay ca Wernher von Braun cling phai mo twdng
vé cach nay. Sau mot hoi thao thao bat tuyét vé qui trinh hoat dong ctia
phép thit, Quentin bi O’Dell chan lai. “T'¢ c6 y kién la ching ta ci¢ bo thude
sting vao chai niwdc ngot réi xem néd no to nhu thé nao la xong?”

Mot loat am thanh lao xao hua theo tan thanh r6i moi ngwdi nhin vé phia
toi chd y kién cta t6i. “Chai nwdc ngot”, téi quyét. Toi rat 1dy lam tiéc phai
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lam phat long Quentin nhung vGi diéu kién han hep hién tai thi khong thé
nao ché tao mét phép thir nhw vay dugc. “Nhuwng day qua that 1a mot viéc
dang tran trong Q. a,” t6i ndi. Pén bay gid t6i nhan ra rang nén luén vo vé
mot nguwdi khac dé lam ho ngudi ngoai thi tot hon.

Quentin phan d6i. “Sonny, chiing ta phai dan dat t6 chitc nay mot cach
khoa hoc chit.”

“Ching ta van dang lam day th6i Quentin,” t6i nho nhe tra 16i, “nhung
doi luc ching ta phai nhan thitc dugce rang minh dang khong lam viéc trong
moi truong day du diéu kién nhw & Cape Canaveral.”

Quentin khan khoan yéu cau nhitng dita khidc dang nam won trong
phong. “Chung ta dang c6 gang hoc cach ché tao mot tén Itra thue thu day
cac qui ong. Khong phai chuyén dua dau.”

“Cau ding hoan toan Quentin a,” Roy Lee ndi doan nhay mat véi toi.
“B@i vay ching ta mdi can nhitng c6 nang.” Néi roi cau ay 16i mot chiéc ao
nguc tir trong tdi 4o khodc ra réi quang qua chiéc ghé. “Ok, nhu té da hita,
dén Iic nhin va hoc héi roi day cac cu cau.”

Quentin thd dai buc boi. Toi cung Sherman va O’Dell vay quanh Roy
Lee. Ching t6i déu nong long chd xem bi mat cia nguwdi 16n tir Roy Lee.
Roy Lee ng6i xuéng canh cai ghé dang c6 chiéc 4o nguc réi vong tay lén
dinh. Mot lic sau, v6i nhitng dong tac khéo 1éo ctia ngoén tay, chiéc 4o nguc
bung ra khéi thanh ghé va roi xudng. “Wow,” ching tdi, ngay cad Quentin,
déu dong loat thot 1én. Cau cam cai 4o nguc 1én, do xét nhitng cai moc
phttc tap phia sau. “Cac cau biét khong,” cau dy nhiu may ngam nghi, “phai
c6 mot hé thong tot hon.” N6i r6i cau ay giat mot con ran - mot thit bénh
dia phvong ¢ mién Tay Virginia - ra khéi 6ng quan, quan sat cai con vat
nho bé ludn san sang bam Ién bat ki ai hay vat gi di ngang qua khu rirng.
C* moi lan Dandy hay Poteet rugt theo 1ii tho roi quay vé la sé bi dinh thi
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d6 day minh va t6i phai mat hang gio dé go chiing ra. Quentin dé n6 dinh
1én quan roi lai gd ra. “T¢ mudn quan sat né dudi kinh hién vi. Néu minh
kham pha ra dwoc vi sao né c6 thé bam 1én quan thi cé thé dung né trén day
quai ao va...”

“Im di Quentin,” Roy Lee noi, giat cai 4o nguc khoi tay Quentin réi mac
lai vao ghé. “Cau lan than roi day.”

Chuang t6i lan lwgt lam thw. T6i da ting thay rat nhiéu do ngyc phoi
ngoai sao phoi d6 khap Coalwood nhuwng chwa dwogc dip dung thir bao gio.
Viéc g& n6 bang mot tay chang dé dang nhw Roy Lee lam chat nao. Céi nat
trén cung la khé nhat. “Lic nay chac cau bi Dorothy tat r6i day, Sonny,”
Roy Lee bao toi.

“Pirng noi vé Dorothy nhu thé chiz,” t6i n6i déa 1én.

“Tai sao? NO c6 phai thién than dau. T¢ nghe n6i c6 nang dang hen ho
v&i may thang trén Welch day nhé.”

Pay qua la tin mdi do6i véi téi. May dita trén Welch dwogc xem la “tién
bo” hon dam dan qué ching t6i nhiéu. Néu nhuw nang that sy hen ho véi
ching no thi... t6i cam thdy boén choén lo lang. “C¢ mac ké chuyén doé di,
Roy Lee” toi quat lai, dot nhién cdm thay dau kho. C6 vé moi viéc vé
Dorothy mét la lam cho tdi cye ki vui swéng hai 1a vo cung dau buon.

Roy Lee nhin t6i bang anh mat vo tw nhat r6i gio tay 1én. “Ok. Nhung
ding c6 noi la cau khong biét vé viéc nay nita nhé.”

Chung toi tiép tuc thwe tap vdi cai 4o ngue sudt budi chiéu hom dé thay
vi thdo luan vé khoa hoc, ngay cd Quentin ciing bi thuyét phuc bégi bai
giang song dong cua Roy Lee vé nhitng hé qua dat duwgc néu nhw ching toi
c6 thé tap dugc kha nang st dung tay nhuan nhuyén nay. Sau khi may dira
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khac ra vé, Roy Lee cat chiéc 4o nguc vao trong ao khoac thi Me chan
Quentin lai dé an t6i. Cau lai nghiéng minh kinh can néi: “Chau rat vui
long dap lai tdm chan tinh cia c6.”

Ba cuoi twoi. “Sonny, sao con lai khong c6 thai do nhw Quentin nhi?”
“Veé su gido duc cta con dy a?” toi hoi.

“Than khau hai x4c pham day con trai a,” ba canh bao. “Con da lam tang
ham réi tung hét 1én r6i d6. Con cé dinh xudng don dep khong?”

“Vang thra Me,” toi ram rap tuan theo va ty nhac nh@ ban than rang Me
minh khong phdi 1a doi twgng thich hgp dé choc gian chit nao ca.

Vao tuan sau, O’Dell thu gom vo chai nudc ngot, thit nay day ray &
nhitng bai rac. Con Quentin cung to6i tron thém mot s6 mau hon hgp. Ching
t0i bat dau chuyén du ngoan lén Pine Knob vao thit bay tuan tiép theo, moi
dita mang trén vai nhitng tii gidy dwng day chai chita cac hon hgp khac
nhau. Dau tién bon t6i phdi tréo qua ntii Bon Nwdc - cai tén phét sinh ti hai
cai bon hinh tru to chita nwéc uong cho toan Coalwood chém ché trén dinh.
Khi dén dugc ché bon nwdce, ching t6i tuét xudng mat sau cua né roi lai
men theo mot cai ranh dé 1én dén phan dinh troc 16c cia Pine Knob. Ai do
da chat phang hét cay coi ¢ day tir 10 nam trirde, dén nay van chuira c6 dau
hiéu nao cua s héi phuc. Trwdc mat chi 1a mot bién ménh méng ctia nhitng
goc cay nham nhé trén dai dat can coi, x6i mon.

Dgi cho Quentin phan nan vé cai chan dau nhitc va than thé mét méi cia
cau dy xong, chung toi bat dau tién hanh thr nghiém. Ching t6i nip sau
nhitng goc cdy va cho no lan luwgt titng cai chai thanh manh vun. Sherman
lo ghi chép con Quentin thi c¥ lién tuc can nhan vé cach thit nghiém thiéu
khoa hoc nay. That ra cau ay c6 1y vi xem ra rat khé nhan biét dwgc su khac
biét gitta cai chai nay so v&i chai khac khi n6. Pén cai chai cudi cung,
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thu6c sing trong d6 dugc toi nghién can than nhat, chiing t6i cho n6 né va
sau mot tiéng “bum”, tao nén cai 16 sdu khodng hon 30cm. Ngay ca
Quentin ciing an twgng bai diéu nay. “Té sé nghién thudc sting va tron hon
hop theo da nay ti* nay vé sau,” t6i néi vGi Quentin va cau ay c6 vé diu lai.
R6t cude ching téi cling dat dwge mot két qua “kha” khoa hoc. Thudc sing
cang tot thi lyc n6 sé 16n hon.

Mac du thyc té ching t6i khong dung cham gi dén tai san ctia cong ty
nita nhing van c6 nguoi ¢ Coalwood khong hai long vé nhitng viéc dang
dién ra. Dwong nhw moi khi ching t6i cho né mét cai chai, mot s6 nguwoi sé
nghi rang khu mo bi n6. Ho lat dat lao ra mai hién, khi nhan ra s viéc, ho
thot 1én: “Oi khong, lai la céi 1 nhéc tén lira do r6i!” Va sau d6 moi nguoi
lai litng thitng di vao nha. Bén khi chiing t6i cho n6 mét chai khac thi sy
viéc lai ti€p dién nhu vay. Liic toi vé nha, Me bdo rang B6 nhan dwgc nhiéu
ca dién thoai than phién vé nhitng tiéng 6n, trong dé c6 ca 6ng Van Dyke
nita. Nhung that ngac nhién, Bo6 khong hé c6 y kién gi ca. Du sao di nita t6i
cling da nghe 101 6ng va khong xam pham dén tai san cua cong ty, co 1é ong
cling cam thdy thoa man phan nao. Du vay t6i van dang gap van dé. Pine
Knob dung thi* nghiém may céi chai no thi dugc chit phong tén Itra thi
khong. biéu BCMA can hon ca la mot noi riéng biét dé phéng tén ltrta ma
khong bi ai phan nan. Nhung tim dau ra mot dia diém nhw thé bay gio?
Xem ra quyét dinh nay nam ngoai tam tay toi.

Trong bud6i hop mat & Cau lac bd Phu nit Coalwood vao t6i thit nam, Bo
Sau Siéu Pang gap mat va chuyén nhitng 16i khuyén chan thanh nhat dén
Me va 6ng Van Dyke vé nhitng gi ngoai vong phap luat ma bon nho6c chiing
toi dang thyc hién. Sang hom sau Me danh thitc t6i rat s6ém, ngoai trgi van
con toi mit. “Di nao, me con minh phai néi chuyén véi bo thoi.”

TG6i 180 déo theo chan Me xudng bép, mat van con 10 do va long phan

van du thit. Suyt nita B6 lam roi coc ca phé khi thdy chiing t6i xuat hién.
Viéc Me thitc day qua sém nhu vay qua hiém hoi va that tinh chwa bao gio
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ong nhin thay to6i trwdc khi mat trdi moc ca. “Quy than oi, Elsie, ditng c6
hu toi nhv vay chit.”

“Toi va Sonny c6 chuyén noi véi ong, Homer a.” Me bao.
B0 nhin t6i r6i chung nguoi xudng ghé. “Vay thi dé t6i nghe xem nao.”

“T6i mu6n minh tim cach nao dé dé giup con n6 phéng tén Itira ma khong
lam phién dén ai ca.”

“Tai sao t0i lai phai lam vay nhi?”

“B@i vi c6 nhitng nguwdi nghi rang ching n6 dang lam diéu t6t va ding

2

dan.

Mac du t6i thi chang hiéu Me néi gi nhueng B6 thi biét tong rang ba dang
ndi veé ai; va dirng hoi toi vi sao 6ng biét. “Cai 1i thay c6 gia lan than do chi
nghi don gian 1a ho gidi quyét dwgc moi van dé chi bang mot cai bing tay
thoi va ho thoc mii vao da chuyén & thi tran nay.” Néi roi 6ng udng can
coc ca phé, chi chira lai chit ba duéi day. “Rat ti€c. Toi dwoc 1énh tir cap
trén, 6ng Van Dyke da n6i khong cho phép ché tao tén lira gi nita.”

“Ong sé hoi han vé diéu nay Homer a,” Me lanh ling bao. Néi roi ba
choang lai 4o ngu va di xuong bép.

Me di r6i, lic nay B6 bat dau chd y dén sy c6 mat cua toi. “Con c6 nhan
thdy nhitng rac r6i minh gay ra chwa?” 6ng cau nhau.

T6i lang ting chang hiéu 6ng dang ndi vé rac roi gi. Tw khi bi cdm dén
nay t6i da phéng qua tén Itra nao dau. Du sao di nita, hiém hoi lam t6i maGi
dwgc ong dé y dén, phdi nhan co hoi nay dé hoi thoi. “Bo a, c6 phai
Coalwood sap bi dep bé khong?”
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Ong nhin ¢ nhu t6i dang suy nghi gi dé dién ro 1dm. “Con noéi cai quy gi
Vay?”

“Con nghe ndi rang than bat dau can kiét va réi cong ty sé rt di.”

Ong quay dau dinh nhin vé phia khu mé nhung thay vi vay dap vao mit
ong la birc tranh vé bai bién trén twong cia Me. B6 boi r6i mét ldc o nhw
vira thay n6 lan dau tién vay va roi quay lai nhin t6i. “Luwgng than tot trong
mo do6 con khai thac dugc trong 50 nam nita con a.”

“Chu Dubonnet c6 noi vay dau.”

B6 chup lay canh ban c6 vé nhw muon ditng day, vong qua dé vo lay toi.
Nhung roi ong diu lai. “Dubonnet chi 1a mét tén dé hén thich b6c dong ma
th6i. B6 khong mudn con néi chuyén vdi han ta nita. Bo la nguwdi cia cong
ty, suy ra con ciing la mot thang nhéc cta cong ty, hiéu chwa?”

T6i hiéu rd6 hon 6ng nhiéu chit. N6i cho cung, t6i luon la thang nhéc bi
mady difa 16n khac cho an don moéi khi Lién minh Céng nhan dinh cong. Bo
c6 biét gi vé diéu nay dau. Toi cau tiét I1én dinh noi ra cho 6ng hay nhung
ngay liic ay chiéc “hdc phon” lai réo 1én am 1. Ong vdi va phéng dén chup
ong nghe réi hét am lén tredc khi nguwdi goi kip mo 16i. “Me kiép, t6i tdi
ngay day!”

VAO CHU NHAT, Me, Jim va téi thitc day nhu thuong 16, chuan bi
quan ao di 1é. B6 ciing vira bwdc xudng nha, chin chu trong bé do vest va
ca vat. Me c6 vé con ngac nhién hon la khi B6 dang tran trung truc ntta kia.
Thi ra la 6ng Van Dyke yéu cau B6 dy “bita nita budi” (bita sang va bita
trira gop lai) sau khi di 1é nha tho. “Roi, gap-sau-vay,” Me ngam nga. “Bira-
ntta-budi. Ching ta c6 dang twéng twong khong nhi?”
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B6 cau may nhin ba. “Elsie, t6i da ndi véi 6ng ay la ca hai ching ta sé c6
»

mat.

Me day t6i tdi phia tredc, vong mot tay ra sau ¢o chinh lai ca vat cho t6i.
“Pé t6i xem sao,” ba néi, toi nghe loang thoang duwgc Bo nghién rang.

B6 va Me ngoi phia cudi gido duong gitta nha Van Dyke, vg chong nha
“Thay lang” Lassiter. Jim thi ng6i chung v&i dam cau thu béng bau duc, tat
ca bon ching van tirc toi vi viéc bi gach tén khdi giai vo dich bang. Thuc
ra, B6 da c6 do danh Jim bang cach cho anh dy st dung chiéc Buick cta
ong vao moi t6i thit bay, tham chi con khong can lau chui né nita. Toi thi
chang ghen ti v6i sy wu tién do6 lam gi, to6i chi mdéi 15 tudi, cling chwa c6
bang lai. M6t diéu don gian nita la Jim c6 nhiéu con gai dé ché di, con t6i
thi khong, vai tinh hinh nay, chac t6i sé chang bao gid c¢6 ban gai dugc nita.

T6i tim thdy Sherman va O’Dell r6i cung nhau ng6i phia dau giao
dwong. Khi dan dong ca ditng day, ba Dantzler tién ra phia treéc don ca. Ba
ding thang trong that cao rao trong bo 4o choang mau hat dé, nhitng vat
nang roi xuyén qua l¢p kinh trong sudt 1én téc ba lam n6 séng sanh nhw 16p
bac néng chay. Pén lic ba ngung lai, giong ca ay nhw con vang vong khap
cac ngdc ngach trén tran nha. Cha Lanier ditng day, twr tir tién 1én buc giang
kinh. T6i nhan thdy ong c6 gi khéng 6n, dwong nhu dang mang trong long
mot diéu phién ndo. Ao choang budc 1éng 1o, téc tai bu xu1, 6ng cat giong
lo lang mét cach la lung, “H6m nay, cha sé thuyét gido vé dé tai bo va con.”

Chung ta dang song, 6ng noi véi toan gido doan dang lang im, trong mot
thoi dai ma nhitng nguwdi bd khong nhan dwoc sy ton kinh xitng dang tir con
cai. Nghe dén cha diém nay, téc gay t6i dung ditng ca 1én. Cong ty chi tra
lvong cho nhitng Cha x1& t6t va it khi nao can thiép vao bai thuyét gido cta
ho va cling chi thwong vé nhitng chuyén di nhién nhuw cai gi cia Caesar sé
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thudc vé Ceasar ma thoi. Nhitng dita con nao lai khong ton trong bd ching?
Ngoai 1t nhoc ten lwva chung toi ra thi con ai vao day nira?

Cha Lanier ké cho ching t6i nghe mot mau chuyén. Ngay ay c6 mot
ngwoi con hay gay ra nhitng diéu té hai, moi lan nhw vay, nguwdi cha dau
kho ay thuwong dong mot cay dinh 1én ctra. R6i mot ngay kia, dita con cling
hiéu ra ly 1€, ngwoi bo tha 16i cho né va g& di nhitng cay dinh do.

“Nhung cho du dinh c6 dwgc g& di,” Cha Lanier buén ba két luan,
“nhitng cai 16 van con dé twong treng cho noi dau ludn in han trong trai tim
nguoi bo téi nghiép.”

Khi Cha Lanier nhin thang vao t6i, v6 tinh t6i chung nguwoi xuong ghé.
Ong da tung ra bua phép gi d6 1am cho t6i cam thdy toi 16i vé diéu ma toi
von khong thira nhan do la t6i 16i. Nhitng nguwdi thuyét gido to ra rat gioi
trong viéc nay. Sau d6 ong ti€p tuc noi vé cai ctra tdoi nghiép bi hanh hava y
nghia cua sy viéc trén, roi cudi cung két ludn moi viéc bang mot cau cach
ngon. Dé phong ho t6i van khong nhan thitc duge rang 6ng noéi diéu nay
vdi ai, ong lai nhin cham cham vao t6i mot lan nita. Mot dira con hv hong
la tai wong cua bé né. Hdy nging lai di con trai va ldng nghe nhitng 10
rdn day dé tranh tao nén thém 16i lam.

T6i cang tudt sdu hon xudng ghé va trong dau hién ro 1én hinh dnh Bo
dang cwoi mia mai Me. Bay gio c6 vé toi da hiéu vi sao B0 lai di 1é nha tho.
Cha x dang truyén tai mot bai thuyét gido cta cong ty!

Nhung Cha xt chwa két thiic tai day. Ong hit mot hoi that sau, ning né.
Lan nay 6ng nhin vé phia nhitng bang ghé dang sau. “Cha duwgc hoc cau
chuyén veé cai ctra nay tir trong Kinh Thanh tai gidng dudng va né luén nam
trong long ta. Cha da nhiéu lan dung n6 dé khuyén ran nhitng cau bé budéng
binh. Nhung nhitng sy viéc dién ra gan day ¢ Coalwood lam cho Cha suy
nghi: Nguoi bo déng dinh 1én ctra lam gi? Thay vi bia dinh mot cach gian
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dit thi 6ng nén bay t6 sy yéu thuwong bang thoi gian, s@ thich va long vi tha
cta minh c6 hay hon khéng? C6 vé nhitng cai 10 trén ctta biéu trung cho su
gian dit ctia 6ng hon la tinh yéu thuvong do.”

Sau khi hang giong va xoc lai c6 do, Cha xt¥ tiép tuc. “Gan day ching ta
c6 vai s c6 ¢ Coalwood,” 6ng ndi giong ngap ngirng. “Van dé vé Bo-Con.
D1 nhién, con phdi tén trong bd roi. Nhuwng Cha xin nhac lai cau cach ngon
thit 23, doan 24. Nguoi bo sinh ra mét dira tré thong minh sé thira hudng
duoc niém vui ttr né. Cé mot dira con khong ngirng hoc héi la moén qua qui
gia nhat trén doi.”

Madc du gido doan thuong im lang nhung lan nay tdi nghe loang thoang
mot vai tiéng “Amen” tir trong nhom hgp xwéng. Sau dé t6i ho hdi nhan ra
ai da kich dong cho phan hai cda bai thuyét gidang nay. Chang phdi cong ty
ma la nhitng 6ng ba gia dang ngo6i hau hét trong dan hgp xwéng: Bo Sau
Siéu PBang. Cha Lanier khong phai dang thuyét gido cho nhém hgp xuwéng
ma dang thuyét thay cho ho.

Cha tiép tuc. “Nhitng nguwdi con, hdy nghe 16i b6 minh. Nhung hoi
nhitng 6ng bo, hay gitp cho con minh thyc hién wéc mo. Néu ching boi
roi, hdy dinh tdm cho chiing. Néu ching lac 16i, hay kéo ching ra khéi va
dwa ching vé nha. Chia dang kinh tirng néi rang: Néu mot nguwdi cé 100
con ctru, mot con bi lac, liéu 6ng ta c6 bd lai 99 con kia dé di tim né hay
khong? Nhung néu tim lai dwgc con cttu lac dy, Cha chac chan rang ong ta
sé cam thay vui swéng hon rat nhiéu so véi viéc c6 99 con kia. Nhitng 6ng
b o1, ta van cac 6ng hdy giang doi tay don nhan nhitng dita con lac 16i ctia
minh va cttu canh bang cach nuoi duwdng gidc mo cia chiing. Nhitng dira bé
nay, tat ca ching ta déu biét la ta dang ndi t&i nhitng cdu bé héa tién, ching
dang c6 nhitng gidc mo that vi dai. Ching can sy giip d& chit khong phai
ganh chiu mot sy dan ap nao.”

“Amen,” B0 Sau Siéu Pang dong thanh ho 1én.

https://thuviensach.vn



Sherman, t6i va O’Dell nhin nhau cuwdi toe toét. Téi nghe thay nhitng
tiéng thi tham gian di cta li cau tht bong bau duc. Nhung sau lung ching
toi, cac bac phu huynh lang im trong nhitng guwong mdt bang gia, lanh lung.
Cha Lanier nhin cham chu vé phia d6 r6i dwa tay o 1én lau mé héi tran.
Chi mot lic trede day thoi, ong dwong nhue duge boc 1én may bai gido doan
va dua ra nhitng 16i hung bién hoanh trang. Nhung gio day, khi nhan lay
phén ng ctia nhitng ca thé dang ngo6i sau toi, ong dan dan tré lai mat dat.
“Di nhién, day chi la quan diém ctia mot giam muc nhé nhoi ma thoi,” 6ng
néi giong run rdy roi dao mét that nhanh. “Um, gid dén phan hop xuwéng.”

Cha Lanier ngo6i xuong, ndp minh sau buc gidng kinh nhung dan hgp
xuwéng thi ditng phat day va hung hon cat vang bai “Niém tin ctia bo ching
ta”. Sau do, 1é ra Cha Lanier phai ditng day ban phudc lanh nhung thay vao
do, ong van ngoi chét di mét cho. Nhirng gidy phtt ngai ngung ngot ngat
troi qua, cudi cung, 6ng Dantzler, duwgc bau lam ngudi trg té€ nam nay cia
cong ty, ditng day va yéu cau moi nguoi ¢ lai dén khi dan hgp xwéng xép
hang di ra ngoai. T6i quay dau ra sau, nhin thdy B6 va 6ng Van Dyke mang
vé mdt chua chat con trén guwong mdt cia Me va ba Van Dyke thi dang ng
nhitng nu cwdi nhu thién than. Khi Bo Sau Siéu Pang lwét ngang qua, ho
nhin t6i bang nhitng anh mat nghiém nghi. T6i hiéu ho muon noéi gi, ho da
liéu minh dén khong con gi dé bam viu nita nham ung ho cho chiing t6i.
Chung toi tot nhat phai lam that tot dé khong phu long ho.

Jim cung hau hét may tén béng bau duc di thang ra dwong, chi con Buck
nan lai chdan Sherman, t6i va O’Dell ngay bac thém nha thg. “Cha x& va
nhitng ngwoi khac nén lo lang cho doi bong chit khong phai 1 bé gai thoai
hoa ching may.”

“Vaady aaa?” O’Dell té6 vé nhv muén cdi do khoac ra. “Nhao vao di
thang map, tao sé cho may thay ai mgi la bé gai.”
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Me vira di ra khoi nha thg, nhan thay tinh hinh, ba lién goi Buck. “Chao
con, Buchanan,”

“Xin chao c6 Hickam,” han vira néi vira chinh lai ca vat va bo diéu cho
thang thdm. “H6m nay co khée khong a?”

“Co khode, Buchanan a. Con chau?”

“Ciling ok c6 a,” han tra 10i va lvom ching t6i day vé de doa r6i 1€ buéc
theo sau dam cau tht bong bau duc tu tap ¢ thém Big Store.

O’Dell va Sherman moi dita ré mét nga vé nha, dé toi lai véi Me. Ba m@
10i: “Sunny a, sao con khéng ditng day dgi mot 1at? Me nghi B6 c6 chuyén
muon noéi vdéi con day.” Noi r6i ba di cung ba Van Dyke vé huéng Club
House. T6i nhin qua phia bai dau xe, thdy B6 va éng Van Dyke bi bao vay
b&i nhitng thay c6 ctia Coalwood. Khi thoat ra khoi dam dong, ca hai hoi ha
di lai phia to6i, B6 kéo t6i ra va dwa chia khéa chiéc Buick cho t6i. “Cho con
tap lai do,” ong nhin t0i ndi, giong co gi do khinh bi.

“That a?” t6i vui ming trwdc nhitng diéu t6t dep day trién vong dang
dién ra. Thong thuwong t6i phai nai ni 6ng nhiéu ngay lién dé dugc tap lai.

Ong ngbi phich xudng ghé bén canh roi ra 1énh. “Chay thing dén Frog
Level di.”

Khéng gian lang nhu to trén dwong di, toi than trong bé 1ai con Bo chi
md& miéng cau nhau moi lic t6i chay vao 6 ga. Bén khu Frog Level, 6ng hat
dau vé phia duong dat dan xudng khu hoang da Big Branch. T6i than trong
hon trén doan dwong mon dat sét vi sg xe bi mat 1ai. Bi khoang 2 dam nita,
dén bai rac than, 6ng ra hiéu cho to6i dirng lai. “Dé xem nao.”
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Chung t6i di bo xudng phan dwong 16i 10m day rac. Xe ti da de bep hang
triéu tan than phé thai xuéng day tao thanh mét sa mac den ngom chay dai
xuong thung liing. Khong mot béong cay hay ngon cé nao xuat hién ndi &
day. “Néu con mudn phoéng tén liva thi lam ¢ day nay,” ong néi “chang ai
thém quan tdm hay dé y gi dén dau. Con c6 ca céi thung liing nay day.”

T6i ha h6c mom diéng nhin dai dat den bang phang. “Né dai bao nhiéu
vay B6?”

“Khodng 1 dam day.”

Toi tia mat xuéng déng rac éng anh nang mat trdi, dén phan quanh chan
ndi, tri twdng twong cda téi mot lan nita lai bay xa. T6i c6 thé nhin thay
dwgc moi thit sap dién ra: mot cai 16 cot, bé phong roi nhitng qua tén Iiva
vit 1én gitta nhitng ngon doi doc ding, dap vong xudng dat... “Cape

Coalwood,” t6i hit vao that sau.

B6 nhin quanh bai dat khé can roi ngao ngan lac dau. “Néu con thich noi
nay thi né hoan toan thudc vé con dé. bi nao.”

“B0 a, con mot diéu nita a.”
“Glnira?”

T6i liéu linh yéu cau. “Tui con can mdt can nha - mot cai 16 cot - dé nuip
moi khi phéng tén Itva. BO c6 thé cho con it gb dé dung n6 khong?”

Ong thdo mii xuong réi nhip nhip lién h6i xuéng dui. “Tai san ctia cong

ty phai dung vao viéc cta cong ty, khong phai danh cho viéc phong tén
la.”
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“Chi can go phé liéu thoi ma,” toi giai thich, cam thay day la thoi khac
thich hgp cho minh. “Va con mot vai miéng thiéc dé lam mai nita, dugc
khong a?”

B0 1€ budc vao xe roi quay lai chi mat t6i. “Mot khi B6 cho con go phé
liéu - ma go phé liéu ciing dat day cau nhoc a - thi tir nay b6 khong mudn
nghe hay thdy gi phién phitc dén khu mo vé cai vu tén lra nay nita nghe
chua?”

“Vang, cam on Bo a.”

B6 chup mii 1én dau, 6ng c6 vé nhe nhom di mot lic roi nét céc can lai
thoang hién trén gwong mat. “Di thoi nao,” 6ng hdi ha. “Chi c6 Chia mdi
biét Me con da ndi gi v6i nha Van Dyke.”

Toi vira theo B6 ra xe vira ngoai dau nhin dai dat than den to 16n phia

sau. R6t cugc BCMA ciling cé dugc c diém. Cape Coalwood. T6i néng
long mu6n cho Quentin biét qua.
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8. XAY DUNG KHU CAPE

O MOT MUI PAT KHAC tai Florida, cong viéc dang héi ha. Biét Déi
Khéng Quan phong tén Itta dan dao hang tuan. Mdc du da sé déu bay vt
1én no tung hoanh trang nhung ciling c6 vai qua roi rung tham thuwong. Vao
ngay 5 thang 2 nam 1958, nhém Vanguard khong may man khi c6 gang dwa
tén Itra 1én qui dao mot 1an nita, ké hoach da tham bai mac du né cé thé bay
1én khéi gian can cau trwdc khi nd tung. Vao ngay 17 thang 3, ho mot lan
nita thir nghiém véi vé tinh Grapefruit nang 1,5kg. Con tién si von Braun
phong Explorer nang 14kg 1én qui dao vao ngay 26 thang 3. C6 vé nhu
nwdc My da bat dau hanh dong that sy. Sau do, vao thang 5, Lién bang X0
Viét cho Sputnik III 1én qui dao, n6 to 16n kinh khiing va nang dén 1.328kg.
Lic nay, mot s6 ngwoi My phan rang ching ta nén dau hang di théi. Nhitng
nguoi nay, theo toi, déu cung mot loai va ho sé dé dang rdi bé thung liing
Forge hay dau hang ngay sau sy kién Tran Chau Cang ma thoi.

Tién si von Braun thi chang chiu dau hang. Khong lau sau, bao chi dang
tin rang 6ng dang ché tao mdt qua tén ltta quai vat khong 16 mang tén
Saturn. Vao mua xuan nam 1958, Qudc hdi va chinh quyén ctia Eisenhower
1ap nén Cuc Quén tri Hang Khong va Khong gian Quoc gia (Natioanl
Aeronautics Space Administration - NASA) nham ban hanh diéu 1€ va quan
ly nhitng chuong trinh lién quan dén khong gian. Toi theo d6i bao chi va
nghe rang tién si von Braun c6 thé sé roi bé Quan doi va gia nhap NASA.
Néu 6ng lam vay that, cai tdé chitc mdi ay chinh 1a muc dich téi thuwgng cia
toi.

NAM LOP 10 & Big Creek ling 18 tréi qua, thay Turner hiing hon tuyén
b6 trong bai dién thuyét cia minh trong giang dwong rang ching t6i ludn
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phai cing c0 tinh than cia toan tredng, phai luon nghi vé déi bong bau duc
su6t mua hé va hét minh ing hd ho mua thu téi. To6i ng6i canh Roy Lee,
chgt cam thay c6 ai d6 dam vao sau lvng minh. Khi quay lai thi gap ngay
nu cwdi nhan nhd cta Valentine Carmina. Co chi hoc 16p ké bén va c6 dang
diéu khénh khang ma moi ngudi van choc la “thu dong nhw nha xi bang
gach”. “Chao Sonny”, Valentine hé méi khoe ham rang trang déu dan.

Vi mét Iy do nao d6 ma Valentine ludén qui mén t6i. Bat ¢t khi nao 1d
ban t6i di dau do dé lai ghé trong la chi ay lién ng6i vao canh va huyén
thuyén da diéu. Chi dén tw thi tran Berwind, m6t noi can co6i va khé khan
nhat trong tinh va la chi ca cua 6 dita em nhé. Theo 10i chi ké thi chi da
nudi nang ching vi ba me chi da “qua sic chiu dung”. Valentine ciling c6
vai van dé vdi thay Turner. Bé 1d trong Cau lac bd Nhitng c6 gai méi 16n do
chi dan dau luén bi qué trach vi théi quen mac nhitng chiéc vay ngan co
khoét sau hoam, hit thudc 14 trong phong vé sinh va 1én ra khéi 16p hoc tw
tinh v&i 1l con trai tai phong nhac cu. Trong khi thay Turner dang “gidng
dao” cho Valentine thi chi ay phan ng lai bang cach xoe vat vat vay ra day
vé de doa rang “gap nhau tay d6i ¢ noi nao dé nhé!” R6t cudc Valentine
cling chiu khuat phuc vé viéc an mac bang cach choang dao khoac nhung
van khéo léo khong cai day kéo. Moi lan c6 dam con trai nao nhin chong
gheo thi chi lién chan lai danh cho nhiin g6i hay van treo ca c6. Doi khi trén
hanh lang, Valentine choang lay tay toi tir phia sau roi dé t6i dwa dén 16p.
MOoi lan nhw vay t6i lu6n cam thay tw hao vi chi ay da chon minh.

Roy Lee ngoai gan nhu ca ngudi ra sau roi thi tham “Oi Valentine, nang
Valentine ngot ngao cua to.”

“Cam hong di Roy Lee,” chi gat r6i lai nd nu cwoi rang r& véi toi. “Em
thé nao réi cung?”

T6i chang bao gid biét that sy phai n6i gi véi chi ay ca. “Cling tot, cam
on chi.” T6i haéi lai 1ay 1€. “Con chi thi sao?”
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“Ciing tot thoi,” chi dap lai va ném cho Roy Lee mot cai nhin ranh manh.
“Sé t6t hon néu nhw minh c6 thé cung nhau di ty tinh ¢ dau d6.”

T6i nhw nhiin ra trong ghé khi Roy Lee hoan hi choc vao swon minh.
“Quén Dorothy di,” cau dy thi tham. “Bi tan huwéng diéu do di!”

T6i chang c6 co hoi dé phan ng lai, ca gidng dwong lang nhu to khi thay
Turner buéc 1én san khau. Ong ditng sau buc phét biéu, ném 4nh mét gian
di* vé phia phat ra tiéng dong. Nhanh nhv cat, dén cd dita quay pha nhat
trong dam chuing t6i cling im thin thit va ngo6i yén nhw twgng. Sau dé 6ng
bat dau néi vé hai van dé lam ndo dong tam can bon tré ching toi.

Treong Trung hoc Big Creek, thay Turner rit 1én, bi dinh chi thi dau suot
mua gidi bong bau duc nam 1958. Diéu nay c6 nghia la trong nam nay
khong c6 tran dau nao. Khong c6 1dy mot tran. Ly do bi dinh chi la: mot s6
phu huynh c6 thién chi - y t6i muon néi dén H6i Phu huynh béng bau duc -
da that bai trong viéc dam don kién uy ban thé thao mién Tay Virginia budc
ho cho Big Creek tham duy tran chung két gidi v6 dich nam 1957. Tat ca
chuing t6i déu ldng di, dau 6c mu mi. Tha la thay tuyén bo thiéu rui ca ngoi
treong nay di con hon. Nhitng tiéng rén ri bat dau phat ra tr ddam cau tha
boéng bau duc. Huan luyén vién Gainer lién ditng bat day git trat ty. “Hanh
dong nhu nhitng dang nam nhi di chi, cho ho thay ro rang cac em la ai.”

Thay Turner néi ti€p van dé con lai. Big Creek sé duwgc céi cach lai, bat
dau tr cac khdi 16p nhé. Nhitng mon hoc khé hon sé dugce dwa vao chuong
trinh giang day dé dap lai noi lo cho lang cho nén gido duc thap kém cua tré
em MYy so vGi tré em Nga khi nhin vao sy xuat hién ctia Sputnik. Thay
Turner nam chat 1dy buc phat biéu va nhin cham cham xuéng lii hoc sinh
chung t6i r6i tuyén bo: “Sé khong con mot 16p hoc dé dang nao ton tai &
treong nay.”
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Sau khi ching t6i nghe thing hai tin dong troi do, thay Turner tiép tuc:
“Cac em chang con lam gi dugc vdi viéc bi dinh chi thi dau bong bau duc,”
r6i nhin qua dam cau tha. “Hay chap nhan va lam nhitng gi t6t nhat c6 thé.
Nhung sy thay doi trong 16p hoc lai 1a mot chuyén khac.” Ong lai nam chat
lay buc phat biéu. “Sau khi roi khéi Big Creek, mét s6 nam sinh sé vao khu
mo lam viéc, mot s6 sé nhap ngili, mot s6 - theo t6i 1a khong dang ké - sé
vao dai hoc. Cac em nit sinh sé tr¢ thanh cac ba vg, y ta, co giao, thu ky, co6
thé mot ngay nao dé mot trong sd6 cac em sé tr§ thanh tong thong MY
khong chtrng.” Nhitng ti€éng cuwdi xon xao rd 1én réi nhanh chéng bi dap tat
b&i nhitng anh mat nghiém khac ctia cac hoc sinh khac.

Thay Turner ddo mat khap cac hoc sinh chiing to6i day vé ty hao va tuyén
bd giong chac nich: “Béo chi va tivi c néi rang hoc sinh Nga la gioi nhat
thé gigi, rang ho rat théng minh, rang ho tan tién nhw thé nao, rang thé gidi
sé phai ngd mii nhv thé nao mét khi ho chiém thé thwgng phong. Nhung
thay néi cho cac em biét rang hoc sinh Big Creek chang cé gi phai xau ho
triede bdt ki aica. Cac em duge day do trong mot nén gido duc tuyét voi va
bdi nhitng thdy c6 day trach nhiém. Cac em dwoc sinh ra tir nhitng con
ngwoi lao dong can cu, tuyét voi nhat thé gigi. Cac em 16n 1én & mot thi
trdn khac nghiét nhét trong Lién bang. Nguwoi Nga u? Thay 1dy lam toi
nghiép cho ho. Néu nhu ho hiéu dwgc cac em rd rang nhu thay thi ho sé

"’

phai run lay bay hét thoi

Sau tram guwong mdt hoc sinh chung toi say swa nguwdc nhin nguoi dan
ong nho bé ay dén khi sy im lang bi pha v bdi tiéng rén ri ctia mot tén cau
tha. Thay Turner lién ném anh mat sac nhw dao vé phia hdan va cd huan
luyén vién Gainer ciing ditng day va nhin han canh cédo. Ca dam cau tha
cung quay dau vé phia han nhu Iic ching quay bén nhau cau nguyén vay.

Roi thay Turner ciing roi mat khéi tén cau tha kia va quay lai v6i cha dé

chinh. “Bay gid la Idc n6i vé nhitng chuan myc méi. Chac chan sé khong
dé dang dé dat dugc. Theo su phan tich cua thay thi trong chwong trinh gido
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khoa mdi, khong chi c6 ndi dung ma ngay ca lwgng bai vé trong nam cling
phadi tang it nhat la gdp doi. bBiéu nay dong nghia vGi viéc phai tap trung
hon nhiéu trong 16p hoc va lam viéc that tich cyc véi bai tap vé nha,” thay
nhan manh.

“Cac em phai toan tdm toan lyc vao viéc hoc. M6t khi cd gang it hon thi
cac em da phu long dat nuwéc, lién bang, bé me, thay c6 cta cac em va nhat
la ban than minh day. Nhé lay diéu nay: Nguwoi cong dan tot phai 1a nguoi
cong dan cé gido duc cao. Hay lang nghe bai tho nay ctia William Ernest
Henley,” thay néi xong r6i chinh muc kinh va mé& sach ra.

“Hirmm,” Roy Lee lau bau, ra vé bon chon. T6i cam thdy ro sy héi hop
todt ra tir toan thé hoc sinh. Thay Turner da thu hit sy chd y cia moi nguoi
dén lic nay. Nhung mot bai tho thi sé ra sao nhi?

R6t cudc, thay Turner da doc bai tho Invictus™, tiing cdu phat ra tir thay
lam tat ca ching t6i, dén cd Roy Lee cling bi cudn hut theo. R6i thay két
ludn: “Cho du canh ctta c6 hep dén mitc nao, hinh phat gidang xuéng nang
né ra sao, ta van lam chu dinh ménh: ta chinh la ngudi nam git* tdm hon ctia
chinh minh.”

Thay gap sach lai. T6i xém chit nita nhay bat 1én khéi ghé. R6i nhitng
am thanh rén i nhw tiéng sting tung ho pha tan sy im lang. “Va bay gio doi
hoat ndo vién bat dau bat nhip bai ca truyén théng cda truong, nao!” Thay
Turner ra lénh.

Doi hoat ndo vién dang ngoi cung nhau, khong mac dong phuc, ho rut re,

ron rén 1én san khau. “Hat nao!” thay Turner ra 1énh cho ho. “Tat cad moi
nguoi hat lén nao!”
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“Tién lén, tién lén nao mau xanh va trdng,” doi hoat ndo vién cit giong
yéu 6t, ddo dac nhin nhau. Hoc sinh bén duwéi bat giong theo va roi tat ca
moi nguwdi cung gao to. “Chung ta hoan toan xing ddng cho cufc chién
dém nay! Hdy ndm chdt trdi béng dy va cham dén vach chién thdng, roi
moi ngdi sao cua Big Creek sé déu toa sdng lung linh! Chiing ta sé chién
ddu, chién dau, chién ddu cho sdc trdng va xanh...”

Khi bai hat két thic, nhitng trang phdo tay va tiéng hu kich dong vang
doi day hitng khdi ¢t nhw ching t6i dang an mirng ban thang cua doi bong
vay. Nhung that ra chang c6 gi dé vui mirng that sy cd, tiéng 6n bat dau voi
di, mot khodng lang boi r6i bao trum. Thay Turner budc ra tit sau buc phat
biéu roi gat dau chao cac thay c6 khac, ho ditng day va xua ching toi ra
khoi giang duong.

“Qi gioi, toan 1a nhitng th? v& van phai khong nao,” t6i nghe thiy giong
Valentine khi chi dudi kip t6i & 16i di. Roy Lee ciing nhu t6i, dang con ban
than chang no6i nén 10i. Bam cau tht vay quanh tang boc huan luyén vién
ctia chiing va van nai mot sy cttu giup. To6i tim thdy Dorothy dang ding
canh Emily Sue, méa nang w6t dam nuwdc mat. T6i mudn dén bén canh nang
nhung c6 qua nhiéu hoc sinh chan 16i di, dén ldc téi chen qua dwgc thi
Dorothy da bién mat. Toi 16 do di lai hoc tu ciia minh dé doi sach hoc thi
thdy Buck dén canh va tung ndm dam vao ctra hoc ti cta han roi gam lén
“Me kiép!”. Moi hoc sinh khac gan dé déu dirng lai, giat minh vi si gian div
ctia han. Thay Turner xudt hién ngay titc khac. Moi ngudi déu lang di hét,
trir toi va Buck. Biét lam sao duwgc, han ditng chan ngay trudc canh tu dang
ma@ toang cua toi.

“Ngai Trant, t6i hy vong la ngai chwa lam mép hdc ti cta minh day
chit,” thay Turner cat giong lanh lung. “Néu qua that ngai da lam vay thi sé
phai boi thuwong cho viéc tu sita ddy. Va hinh nhv t6i nghe ngai vira chui
tuc phai khéng? Diéu d6 khong duge chap nhan trong truong cta toi dau,
ong twdng con a.”
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Buck, mot tén vam v@, 16ng may sau rom lién khim nim treeée thay hiéu
tredng nho thé. “Em sé khong con c6 co hoi lay dugc hoc bong bong bau
duc r6i,” han méu méao, moi dwdi bat dau run 1én, nhitng giot nwdc mat tw
tir 1an dai xuéng go ma. “Cudc doi em sé lai chén vui trong cai ham mo kia
thoi. That bat cong!”

“Em hoan toan ding, that bat cong. Va hanh dong nay ctia em ciing
chdng céng bang gi, chi la mot hanh dong trd thu tam thwong ma thoi.
Khong dugc tai dién viéc nay trong truong, nghe chua.”

Buck ldng ngudi di, doi mat ti hi cia han triing sau day thac mac.
“Nhung em phai lam gi bay gid day, thay Turner?”

“Lam gi a? Em hay c tiép tuc song nhw moi ngwoi - lam nhitng gi tot
nhat theo kha nang Chua troi ban tdng. Em than van xong chwa, néu roi thi
vao 16p hoc di.” N6i xong thay nhin qua t6i bang d6i mat nhd, den nhanh.
“Con cau dang nhin gi day, ngaiché tao bom?”

C6 nhin gi dau. To6i vong qua Buck, chop lay sach roi lon ton chay di.
“Nay, khong dugc chay trén hanh lang!” Thay Turner goi véi theo sau khi
toi vira khuat béng & khtc cua.

Nhitng gid hoc chiéu hém dé that vo vi. Dorothy cit chdm nhe 1én mat
subt gio Sinh hoc. Khi chuéng reo, nang gom sach v& réi di ra cita. Toi
mon men di theo nhvng Vernon Holbrook, mot hau vé, da don nang @ ctra
16p. Nang khoc oa 1én roi dui dau vao vai han. Han 6m lay nang r6i dwa tay
lau nhitng giot 1é dang dong trén go ma nang. Emily Sue di canh t6i va thay
tat ca. “Cua toi, 0i, cua toi,” nhé tham thi hat.

T6i cam thay that ngot ngat. “Dtrng c6 ndi thém gi nita,” t6i cd kim nén
dé khong gam lén.
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“Pirng c6 nghi dén nita,” nho noéi. “Tat ca sy viéc déu da noi 1én sy that
r6i con gi.”

“Nghe nay Emily Sue...” T6i vira dinh trit gian 1én dau nhé ta nhung c6
nang da nhanh chan di dén 16p tiép theo. Khi t6i ngodnh lai, Dorothy cting
Vernon ciling da di mat. Trong bién hoc sinh ménh mong, t6i cdm thay that
1é loi, c6 doc.

NGAY KHI JIM bwéc vao ctra, sy dau kho va gian dit cta anh da tran
ngap nha t6i. Anh ay t6 r6 s bat binh bang cach ném phich sach vé xuong
san phong khach, gidm chan thinh thich 1én cau thang, dap ctra am am. R6i
anh hét vao mat Bo khi 6ng vira vao nha vé sy that bai ctia 6ng. “bu roi
ddy, Jimmie,” Me phé binh trong khi B6 ditng trong im lang nao né.

“B0 da pha hoai moi thi?!” Jim than thd. “Bay gio con sé khong thé cé
hoc béng dai hoc dwgc!”

“Con sé dugc vao dai hoc ma,” B6 ndi thang thirng. “Bo sé tra hét chi
phi cho con, khong can lo.”

“Nhung con muén choi béng bau duc ¢ dai hoc! Néu nhw con chi ngoi
nhin hét trung cap thi chang c6 dai hoc nao them ng6 dén con dau! Con sé
khong bao gid tha thit cho B6!”

“James Venable Hickam, me ndi nhw vay la da roi,” giong Me bat dau
nang né. Nghe la biét ba dang cadnh cdo. Jim m& miéng ra dinh cai lai
nhung roi khép lai ngay khi nhan ra Me dang chuan bi néi gian. Roi anh cat
buwdc ndang né 1én cau thang lam Daisy Mae hodng hon nhdy tranh sang mot
bén. Anh Ién phong déng sap ctra lai. Sau d6, B6 vao phong khach, Me
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xuong bép va ca lii cau tha tu tdp trong phong Jim ban tinh nhitng mwu do
mot cach hon loan.

T6i chang cam thong cho bon ching ti nao. T6i con choc ngody vao noi
dau cua bon ching nita la dang khac. Téi mé toang ctta phong Jim roi
budng 16i dé nghi m6t cach hoan hi rang ban nhac van con cho cho tat ca
bon ching. Jim phong ra, t6i chay nhanh vé phong va khoa ciing ctra lai.
“May chét chac roi, Sonny,” t6i nghe tiéng anh vong vao. T6i chgt thay
lanh toat ca song lwng, cau néi vira roéi da qua mitc dan dén viéc ca dam to
con lyc lwdng ditng rinh rap day trwdc civa phong téi. Lam nhu moi diéu
xdu xady dén cho chiing déu vi t6i ma ra vay.

SU AM DPAM c6 vé bao trum khdp Coalwood. May ba néi trg bén hang
rao déu nhat tri rang B0 t6i da 1am ra mot viéc cye ki ngu xuan. N6i chung
moi ngwoi déu lat lai van dé 1a B6 cho rang minh gioi, moi viéc da qua stc
cua ong.

B6 chdng chéd t6i Cape Coalwood cua t6i mét miéng go hay tam thiéc
nao ca, mac du 6ng da hita. T6i dgi 6ng mot tuan, roéi quyét dinh truc tiép ra
tay. T6i mo lén xuwdng moc gap ong McDuff. Cai xuwdng nho nhan gon gang
va toat 1én mui gb thong va soi vira xé. Ong dang cim cui bén ban cra may.
Thay t6i, 6ng tat may dirng lai nghe t6i trinh bay rang B6 cho phép to6i 1y
nhitng gi. Ong ludn tay xuéng duwdi chiéc mii vai tring trén dau roi gai nhe.
“Ta chua hé nghe néi dén viéc nay Sonny a. Nhung dang sau xuwéng c6 mot
it go vun, chau c6 thé lay ching. Con thiéc thi chau phai gap Ferro. Me
chau co thich cai hang rao méi khong?”

Theo t6i duwgc biét thi Me rat hai long véGi cai hang rao tai ché do, chac
chin 1a n6 khong thé bay di dau dugc. Ong McDuff d3 dung lai bing
nhitng cot ditng day nhuw cot dién thoai, con cac thanh ngang thi c6 thé dung
lam da chong trong khu mé dy chit. Nhitng manh g6 vun 6ng ay cho to6i héa
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ra la mot dong nhitng miéng go thong dugc noi véi nhau bang mong dep
tuyét. Toi con héi xin 6ng mot hop dinh. Tiép do, tdi goi cho O’Dell,
khoang 2 tiéng sau thi da nghe thay tiéng rén ri quen thudc cia chiéc xe rac
tién téi xwdng moc. Ching t6i béc nhitng tam van 1én xe roi thang tién dén
ctra hang kim khi dién mday to nhw nha chita may bay dwgc diéu hanh theo
hinh thitc quan doi tan tién ctia Leon Ferro.

Tung hang may tién, may mai, may bao va may khoan phat ra nhitng am
thanh rén 1, rao rao va rit 1én vGi ching t6i khi ca hai bwdc vao. Hai muoi
cong nhan lam viéc ca ngay dé ché tao ra nhitng bo phan thay thé cho may
moc trong khu mé va lap rap dua loai 6ng dan ho trg cho cac két cau. Khi t6i
yéu cau gap chud Ferro, may anh c6ng nhan phay tay vé phia van phong cta
chu dy, mot cai chuong bang kinh c6 thé quan sat khap ctra hang. Cha Ferro
nga nguoi ra trén ghé, hai tay 6m sau dau va lang nghe viéc t6i xin vai tdm
thi€c. “Sonny a, ta c6 mot it vao sang nay,” cha tra 1oi vdi giong hoa nh3,
“nhung Junior Cassel da ghé qua 1ay mot it dé lam chuéng cho, con lai thi
Cha Richard da dem di dé va n6c nha thd roi.” Poan chi chom vé phia
trede. “Nhung du ta c6 di nita ta cling khong cho mién phi bat cit thit gi ra
khoi ctra hang nay. Néu chau mudn gi thi phai trao doi. Chau c6 gi nao?”

“Chéu chang c6 gi hét a,” toi tha nhan.

Cha nhin vai bao: “Vay thi di di, khi nao chau c6 gi dé trao doi thi hay
quay lai.”

To6i quyét dinh dén gap Cha Richard. Ching t6i tim thdy 6ng dang l4i hui
v6i dong thiéc dang sau nha thd. Toi thac mac khong biét 6ng da doi gi vaoi
chu Ferro nita. Richard mdac mot bo complé den, ca vat den ct nhv vira du
tang lé vé. Cha dang mang mot doi giay miii dai, hep mau den trang, trén
tay la chiéc mli rom rong vanh Panama. “Chao cac cdu,” 6ng chao bang
quo, dén khi nhan ra toi thi rang r&: “O Sonny! Cha nhd may t& béo cua
con lam!”
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“Con con thi nhg nhitng cau chuyén cuaa Cha!”

O’Dell trinh bay vd&i 6ng vé nhitng thit ching t6i dang can. “Cha rat
muon giip cac con, nhung cha sé khong dua thiéc dé lgp mai.”

T6i nhin 1én bdo: “Nhung mai cta cha bang van ma.”

Ong gat dau. “Néu cha cé van thi di st dung roi, nhung cha tim khong
ra, chi c6 dong thiéc nay théi.”

“Emmett Jones c6 cd dong van nam canh thung than & nha, mau gan
giong nhu vay,” O’Dell khang dinh.

“Sao khong noi sém,” Cha Richard Bé Nho té vé thich thd. “Cha sé san
sang trao do6i néu cac con c6 van.”

Chung t6i ti tir hiéu ra dwgc cach thic trao doéi cia Coalwood. Hai dita
tim thdy ba Jones dang day may cat c6. “Emmett di lam r6i,” ba vira néi
vira ddo mat vé phia chiéc xe rac, “nhung néu may chau tim cho ta it dat
trong tot thi dong van cii nay sé thudc vé cac chau.”

“PA4t trong” t6t nhat nam phia dwdi Big Branch. Chiing t6i di ngang nha
O’Dell, vo theo xéng va cudc chim, qua khéi cad Cape Coalwood theo 16i di
thang 1én nui. Canh con su6i, t6i va O’Dell cudc r6i xtc titng mang dat
mun mau m& ctia mién Tay Virginia 1én xe tdi. Dén ltic xong viéc thi ca hai
dira déu 1am lem bun dat khap ngwoi, mo hoi mo ké nhé nhai. Khi nhin thay
dong dat chiing toi dem vé, ba Jones reo 1én sung swéng: “Oi, nhitng bong
hoa ctia ta sé dep ruc ré cho ma xem!”, c# nhw la ba dang ngam chiing that
sy’ vay.
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Khi mat trgi vira khudt bong sau mém nui phia tay, O’Dell bé nhitng tdm
thi€c xuéng Cape, canh dong g6 va dinh. Sang hom sau, Quentin bat xe dén
nha t6i ding vao bita sang. Me cho cau dy an thém rat nhiéu banh kép. Cau
chang no dén noi khong di duwgc. T6i luc dudi tang ham dé tim bua, cwa roi
quang ra sau xe ctia Roy Lee. Trén duong di, ching t6i qua dén Sherman
va O’Dell.

O’Dell da vach ra ké hoach xay 16 cot trén mot manh gidy. “T& khong
phai la thg mdc hay con cua thg mdc,” cau ca cam trong khi chiing t6i cwa
cat va dong dinh, “nhuwng tG¢ sé lam viéc nay dén khi thg moc thuc sy xuat
hién.”

Mat troi nong nhw do Iiva, bai than cam tr@ thanh mot chiéc vac chira day
nhiét lwgng. DEé gitt tinh than lam viéc, chiing t6i vira lam vira héat ho loan
xa day phan khich. Ching t6i hat nhitng doan minh biét tir cac bai “Be-
Bop-A-Lula,” “Nguwoi gia vo vi dai,” “Da6i viét quat,” va “Ngay ay sé dén.”
Néu khong thudc hét bai thi ching t6i ¢t lap lai nhitng doan nhé duwgc. Roy
Lee hat kha hay. T6i kin dao li€c nhin cau ngan nga mot doan solo, mot
phién ban tir ca khic “Tat cd nhitng gi ban can lam la mo twéng,” cha
Everly Brothers:

“Mo, mo, mo

Tat ca nhirng gi Sonny c6 thé lam la mo, mo,

Mo.

Khi cdu ta muén cé Dorothy trong tay,

Khi cdu ta mubn nang va tdt ca nhitng sw quyén rii cua nang,
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Bat ct? khi nao cdu ta muén cé Dorothy,
Tdt ca nhitng gi cdu ta lam chi la mo...
Chi co mét van de, ho'i 6i

Cau ta mo ma mat cd cudc doi...”

T6i cwdi ngat nghéo vi bai hat &y nhuwng trong long khong khéi nhéi dau.

Pén lic néng qua mitc, ching t6i cung nhau ra con song nho day bun
chay sau bai than cam, ng6i trén may tang da dé nwéc mat vo vé hai chan.
Quentin thi néng dén do bi chodng roi nam dai cad nguwdi xuéng nudc.
Chung t6i dé madc cdu dy & d6 va quay trd lai cong viéc. “Chung ta phai c6
bé phong,” O’Dell noi v6i moi nguoi.

“Co ai ¢ day tirng do bé-tdng chwa nhi?” to6i hoi moi ngwdi trong nhém.

“T6 khong phdi la thg d6 bé-tbng hay con ctia thg do bé-téng...” diép
khic ay bi ngung lai khi Quentin 1do ddo xudt hién, cau ay vira bo tir dwdi
song lén, than thé ring bi may con tom cin . T6i tuyén b6 ngay lam viéc
hom nay két thiic tai day. Tat ca bon t6i déu mét 14 hét ca roi.

Khi Me nhin thdy Quentin, ba qud trach t6i vi da d6i xi tan nhan va doc
ac v6i cau nho tdi nghiép ay. Ba bat cau uong that nhiéu nwdc (chac cé thé
nhan chim cé chién ham Missouri v&i s6 nuwéc dé ay chit), cho cau an banh
mi bot bap va dau, roi cho cau ngu trén givong cua téi. Toi phai 1dy may
cai chan dy phong trong ta phong 16n, ngu trén ghé banh & phong khach.
Pén khuya B6 vé, nhin thay toi, 6ng bat den lén r6i cat tiéng: “B6 nghe néi
con da dot kich vao mdy ctta hang cua bo.”
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T6i hé nhin qua tdm chan. “B6 da néi la con c6 thé 1dy may mau vun
“Co6 1é vay,” ong xac nhan mot cach ho hitng, roi nhw chgt nhan ra toi
dang nam dau, 6ng hdi: “Sao con lai nga trén ghé vay?”

“Tui con xay cai 16 c6t ca ngay hom nay, Me no6i Quentin da qua mét nén
khong thé vé nha. Cau dy dang ngu trén giwvong cua con.”

“Mady dita con da xay xong 10 c6t roi a?”

“Xong dugc khodng phan nira théi a. B6 c6 mudn ghé qua xem thw
khong?”

Ong ngép dai. “Nhé 1a con da hita gi ddy. Khong cé dau hiéu hay tiéng
on gi cua tén Itta @ Coalwood nita nhé.”

“Vang aaaaa,” t6i u rii dap. Néu nhw Jim la thanh vién cia BCMA chac
han B6 da cung ching déng dinh mdy tam van roi ay chi.

“Hoém nay b6 c6 gip Tke,” 6ng néi nhu vira chot nhé ra. “Ong 4y noéi gi
do6 veé viéc day cho con st dung may moc trong ctra hang. B6 da dong y véi
diéu kién la lam trong gio ranh roi cua ong ay va khong st dung vat liéu
cua cong ty.”

Cht Bykovski van nhé! T6i nhe rang cuoi véi Bo. “Cam on Bo!”

Sy hung phan cta t6i lam 6ng té vé dé phong. “Ping c6 lam gi mat ty
chu day nhé!”

“Khong dau thwa B6.”
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“Ciling khong dugce dung vat liéu cua cong ty,” ong lap lai. “Con hiéu
chwa? Con c6 thé st dung may mdéc, nhung con phdi ti mua nhom va sat.”

“Con van con tién dé danh tir viéc giao bao ma,” t6i ndi, miéng van tuoi
CUOi.

B6 nhin t6i t6 vé thac mac, nhw thé chwa bao gio thwe sy nhin toi vay.
“Ngt ngon cau nho,” cudi cung Bo6 ndi roi tat den.

“B6 ngu ngon,” toi dap lai mot cach vui vé.

To6i lai  minh vao chan am, lang nghe tiéng chan Bo rén rén 1én cau
thang. Phong khach ndm ngay dwdi phong Me. T6i nghe tiéng san nha cét
két theo budc chan caa ba tir giwdng ra ctta phong trong lic B6 di xuéng
phong 16n. Mot khoanh khac im ang ngo6t ngat troi qua, sau do toi lai nghe
tiéng Me budc vé givong va tiéng chi€c dém don 14y ct nga ngwoi cta ba.
Tiép sau la tiéng ctra phong B dong lai. Toi cdm thdy rang minh dang dan
tredng thanh vi lan dau tién trong doi minh, toi hiéu dwoc it nhiéu vé su co
don va that vong doi lic bao trum khap ca nha.
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9. JAKE MOSBY

Auk V- VIII

THEO THONG LE HANG NAM, nha may & Ohio sé& chon ra mét vai ky
st tré giri xuéng Coalwood va cho ho tham gia trai huan luyén trong khu
mé do B6 tbi td chirc. Viéc dau tién 6ng bat ho lam la di long vong nhiéu
ddm duwong trong ham mé. Chiéu cao trung binh tir mat dat t&i néc ham chi
khoang 1,5 mét. D€ c6 thé di lai, moi nguwdi phdi cdi gap lung lai, ngang
cao dau roi ci thé lom khom chdi vé phia tredc. Nhitng nguwdi thg mé ludn
biét dwgce lic nao Bo dang dan may anh ky s vao ham mo, vi ho c6 thé
nghe thdy tiéng bai gidng vé khu mo ctia 6ng hoa nhip cung vdi nhitng
tiéng dung dau 10p cOp cta cac chang trai vao n6c ham. Chi sau hai ngay
chiu dung sy hanh ha ctia B0, da s6 da thu xép hanh ly bé vé Ohio. Chi con
mot nhan vat van kién tri la anh Jake Mosby. Sau nay anh da tré thanh mat
thanh vién quan trong cia BCMA.

Lan dau tién gap Jake la vao nam t6i hoc 16p 9. Mot sé khach hang toi
giao bao cu ngu trong Club House, mot biét thy theo kiéu Georgem1 hién dai
nam trén dinh nidi doi dién véi Big Store. Club House ltic dau dugc xay 1én
dé danh cho con trai ctia 6ng Carter sau khi anh tré vé tv Thé chién thi
nhat. Nhung trong tinh hinh thiéu hut noi an chén ¢ vao nhitng nam 1920
do khu mé dwgc mé rong nén biét thy nay duge chuyén thanh nha tro. Tw
do trd di, s6 phong duwgc ngan ra tang lién tuc danh cho nhitng ngudi cong
nhan doc than cu ngu hodc cac gia dinh tam tra.

Ba Davenport, quan ly cia Club House, bao t6i ci¢ di thang lén phong

ctia Mosby. Ba cho t6i biét la anh da tro tai day ca tuan réi nén cé lé sé con
¢ day dua lau dé nhan bao. Lén tdi noi, t6i thdy Jake dang nam sap mat truwdc
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ctta phong. Anh dang mac bo dong phuc cua ky su tré: 4o somi vai bat,
quan kaki day nhitng tti, 2 6ng nhét vao doi ung nau cta thg mé. Cach
canh tay dang sai dai ctia anh la mot cai hii trai cay rong. Chi can ngtti so
qua la toi nhan ra ngay mui rugu lau cua John Eye Blevin trong do. John
Eye da bi mat mot ban chan trong khu mé nén cong ty da nham mat lam
ngo cho 6ng ban thit nwdc Itra trong veo dwng trong nhitng hii trai cay dé
phu thém vao s0 tién trg cap nho nhoi. To6i dat t& bdo s6 dac biét canh cai
hii r6i quay ngwoi dinh budc di thi Jake nhic nhich. “Chd may la ai vay?”
anh héi, mat van nham nghién.

“Thwa anh, em la ngwoi giao bao a,” toi tra 10i. “Anh c6 muon dang ky
khong?”

Jake xoay nguoi lai r6i ngoi day, dua tay 1én chui mép. Anh gat t& bao,
v@ 1ay cai hii, r6i ném né qua mot bén khi nhan ra né trong rong. “Dia nguc
ch6é ma.” Anh chdp mat nhin t6i, doan x0c tay vao mé téc day dat cat.
“May gio roi, nhoc?”

“Khoang 6 gi® 10.”

“Sang hay t6i?”

Tht rwgu cta John Eye qud rat tdc dung vé madt nay, toi tham nghi.
“Pang la bubi sang a.”

Anh lai ch®ti tuc mot lan nita r6i c6 gang guwong day, cling quy goi lén
duwgc trede khi d6 sam xudng nhw bi khoai tdy. Anh cuén ngudi lai, 6m 1ay

bung. “Tao sap chét r6i,” anh rén ri tuyén bo roi thd dai thwon thuot.

“Anh c6 mudn em goi bac si khong a?” t6i héi.
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Anh véi tay 1én roi vay toi lai mot cach yéu 6t. “Ding goi bac si. Tén
chi may la gi? Anh mudn biét minh dang & canh ai truwdc khi di theo nhitng
thién than nho 1én troi.”

T6i ndi cho anh biét tén réi bat 1ay ban tay wét dam cda anh vira chia ra.
Khi anh buéng tay ra, toi phdi chui ngay tay vao sau quan.

“Khong c6 ho hang gi vdi 1ao Homer Hickam do cha?”
T6i lai néi cho anh biét.

“B0 may...” anh bat dau, “Bo6 may...” Anh c6 tim kiém trong bo 6c da bi
thiéu dot tan nat cia minh dé tim cho ra tir ngit thich hgp roéi lan mot vong,
tay che ngang mat. “B6 may...”

“Em nghe cac k¥ su tré dén tit Ohio goi Bo6 la thang cho dé,” toi két thic
giup anh mot cach lanh lung trong do tudi cia minh va ding ltc.

Mosby cudi pha 1én. “Oi, 6i, dau nhi.” Anh ngéc dau day, hé mé mot
mét ra. “Chi may ding ddy Sonny. Ong ta qua 1a mot thing ché dé khén
kiép.”

“Chao mung anh dén Coalwood,” t6i bdo. “Anh c6 mudn lay to
Telegraph khong?”

Anh tir ch6i va bao rang khong du tién tra, toi lang 1€ nhat to bao biéu roi
bd di. Sau do6 toi dem chuyén vé Jake ké lai v6i Me. Ba bat cudi. “Con
muon biét thém vé Jake Mosby khong? B6 cau dy s& hitu 20% c6 phan
cong ty thép chii ctia chiing ta ddy. Ong ta c6 nhiéu tién con hon s6 vién
thu6c chira bénh gan cta Carter ay cht.”
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Lan tiép theo toi gap Jake trong budi tiéc mirng Noel ctia cong ty tai
Club House. Pay la lan dau tién toi trong thdy anh ditng mdt cach dang
hoang. Anh dang twa 1én madt 10 swéi trong dai sanh trén tang mat, tay cam
ly rugu, miéng huyén thuyen vai co the ky mai caa ong Van Dyke, mot co
nang téc vang xinh xan, hoat bat nhap khau han hoi tit New York. Hom nay
Mosby rédt hao nhoang trong bo do vest. Pay la lan dau tién t6i dugc thiy
do vest. Anh dy cao va theo Me thi ba sé ndi la anh trong rat mém mai. Me
dang ding cung vGi may ba khac quan sat anh. “Cau ta trong that giong
Henry Fonda™ nhi,” t6i nghe mot ngudi trong s6 ho thét 1én. Co thu ky
cling khong thoat khéi nhitng 16i nhan xét ctua ho. “Chi c6 nghe thay cai
giong diéu do chwa?” mot ba khuc khich cwoi. “Nyah, nyah, nya. Lam sao
mdy ngudi phwong bac lai hiéu duge nhau nhi?”

Mot Iic sau vao dém hom do, Jake du do c6 thw ky ra ngoai lam mot
vong trén chiéc xe Corvette cia anh. Mdc du am nhac dang troi 1én inh 6i
béi Cecil Sutter va ban nhac Miners, t6i van nghe dugc tiéng hét thich tha
cua co khi Jake cho xe xoay vong trén con dwong phu bang sau nha tho.
Khi vé lai Club House, theo Me tdi ngti thdy thi ho da “say tdy lay” ”. Jake
cung c6 thw ky diu nhau ra san nhdy roi thuwc hién mot diéu nhay goi duc,
moi nguwdi déu hodng hot tan ra xa. Ban nhac ngirng choi, con miéng nguoi
choi dan xép thi ha hoc ra khi Jake uén éo sau lung c6 thu ky va chuan bi
au yém c6 nang ngay tredc mat moi nguwdi va dang Chda troi. Anh ding
thang day. “Sao lai dirng nhac lai vay?” Anh liu nhiu néi roi ding twa vao
cai ban dé day do trang miéng lam né sap xudng kéo anh nga theo séng
soai, tat cd moi thit do dp 1én nguwdi. Anh nam d6, miéng van nd mot nu
cwoi ngoc nghéch, mat dinh day kem da xanh do, dén khi Bo t6i cho nguoi
nam chan anh 16i ra ngoai. Moi nguwdi bé mdc anh ay ng6i trén bac thém
ngoai hién, nira say nira tinh, tuyét pha day nguwdoi, sau do toi nai ni Jim
giip xo6c anh 1én phong. Co thw ky nhap khau cua 6ng Van Dyke roi khoi
thi trdn ngay hom sau, diing ngay dau nam. Con Jake van & lai, theo B6 giai
thich cho Me, 1a vi 6ng Van Dyke noéi rang anh “da hita khong tai pham.”
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“Di nhién r6i, Homer” Me dap lai, c6 nhin cudi. “Bay gio thi 6ng khong
con noi viéc nay la vi bd cta Jake la ai r6i phai khong?”

Jake 1a mot ngudi thich leo nai. Khi biét téi thong thao moi ngéc ngach,
X6 xinh ctia may ngon nui xung quanh day, Jake thué t6i dan dwong cho
anh va ban gai (moi lan mot c6 khac nhau). Jake tirng la phi cong lai may
bay chién ddu & Han Quédc va da di khdp cac nuéc phuong Dong. “Oi nhéc
0i, ching ta sé tién phong qua cai bui cidy dai mau xanh & dang kia chi
nhi,” anh noi vai tdi mot 1an no khi ching t6i dang ¢ trong rirng, con ban
gai anh thi dang “twdi” may doa hoa cic sau bui cdy. “Xém nita la anh c6
duwgc chiéc phéan lyc MiG roi. Chi thiéu cé chit xiu la c6 duwgc cai may bay
ch6 dé do roi. Phai ngu vGi bao nhiéu con diém trong thi tran dé lam anh
queén di viéc nay nhi.”

T6i bi dn twong d6i v6i nhan xét ctia anh vé phu nit hon 1a chuyén anh
xém thau tom dwgc chiéc MiG. “Anh da ngu vdi bao nhiéu c6 r6i, Jake?”

toi hoi.

Anh cuoi rong 1én. “Anh sé noi cho chi may biét néu nhw chi may néi
lai cho anh truéce.”

T6i dwa tay 1én ra hiéu con s6 “0” tron trinh.
“Troi dat quy than 0i, Sonny,” anh lac dau n6i. “Anh nghi la dinh nghia
ctia mot thiéu nit con trinh ¢ mién Tay Virginia la c6 géai c6 thé “trén co”

anh trai ctia ¢6 ta ay ch¢. Chu may c6 van deé gi vay?”

“B@i vi cau ay la mot cau bé lich thiép Jake a,” ban gai anh néi vong ra
tlr sau bui cady. “Em phdi n6i thém rang: chang nhu anh dau.”
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S

“Tri tué ryc sang tu toilet ngoai troi ha,
hoi.

Jake cudi pha 1én, ddo mat lién

Toi ghen ti tridc sy thodi mai tw nhién cta Jake déi v6i phu nit va luén
tw héi rang dén khi nao minh m@i dwgc nhw vay. Téi tirng thac mac vdi ban
than diéu ay, chitng kién t¢ nhitng 1an 1wdi minh cing do khi ditng xung
quanh phu nit. “Dting lo lang vé diéu dé6 Sonny,” Jake n6i khi t6i t6 ra that
vong trréc mot vién canh t6i tam vé dan ba. “Chi c6 hai diéu phu nit that
sy muon: mot 1a, c6 ta mudn biét rang ngwdi dan ong thwe sy yéu minh; hai
1a, anh ta khong bao gid dirng lai. Chang giong anh chit nao, nhung rat
tiéc, chi may lai c6 vé sé tré thanh loai dan 6ng dé. Khi phu ni* nhan ra
diéu nay, ho sé bam theo chii may théi.”

Mac du c6 nhiéu khac biét vé tudi tac va quan diém song, téi va Jake trd
thanh ban ctia nhau. Mdi lic nhin thay t6i & Big Store, anh lu6n 16i t6i ra
ngoai héi han, ca vé viéc ché tao tén Itra cta t6i nita. Khi t6i ké cho anh
nghe vé tién do cua cong viéc, anh dua rang sé dich than lén Cape
Coalwood dé tan mat chitng kién. T6i cling mong la anh sé lam vay.

MUA HA NAM 1958 kéo vé clng nhitng 4ng may litng 1 troi, thinh
thodng neo lai thi trdn vao ban chiéu, rdi xudéng nhitng con muwa giap got
rita cho mdy can nha va xe hoi. Pan chau chau voi ri rd nhitng diép khic
quen thudc khi troi chang vang; 1t thé mon men xuéng ndi tham do nhitng
ludng rau diép va ca chua doc theo cac swon doi thoai thodi, canh tranh véi
Daisy Mae va Lucifer. Dém dén, thdm sao trdi dai trén nén trdi den tham,
khong khi méat lanh tr nhitng ngon do6i ta xudng thung lting. T6i thudong ra
ngoai san, nam lan trén bai cé va ngwdc mat lén bau troi, hy vong rang
chgp dwoc tin hiéu cia mot vé tinh nao d6 bay ngang qua. Du chang thay gi
nhung t6i van thich lam nhw vay.
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Vao thang 5, cong ty tuyén bd vé quy trinh xt¢ ly than mdi rat quy mo &
Caretta vira xay dung xong, tat cd than tir Coalwood va Caretta tit nay vé
sau sé duwgc chat 1én xe than ¢ d6. Mat mot thoi gian thi moi ngwdi mdi
hiéu ra y nghia cta viéc nay: Coalwood dang chuan bi c6 sy thay doi 16n.
Nha than & Coalwood sé khong con ldy than ra khoi mé nita, va cling sé
khong con c6 xe ltra chay ngang qua thi tran hay bui than tung mu mit nita.
BO con néi véi Me rang ngay ca duong ray ciing sé bi bitng di hét. Loi
tuyén bé nay khong dugce chao don mot cach néng nhiét. Mot s6 nguwdi dan
Coalwood da thdy dwgc &m muu trong viéc nay. Roy Lee néi rang Lién
minh Cong nhan dang e day la khdi dau cho sy két thiic cia Coalwood.
Néu nhw moi thit c6 thé thyc hién & Caretta thi ho con can gi Coalwood
nira?

Chung t6i can xi-mang dé xay bé phong & Cape Coalwood. O’Dell da c6
gang lung suc khap thi tran nhung khong tim ra. T6i khéng con cach nao
khac 1a phai nho vao sy gitp do cta Bo.

Ong Dabb, thw ki ctia B6, cho t6i biét B6 dang & dwdi ham mo; téi danh
ding dgi ong & ctra ong thong giod, noi cong nhan di thang may 1én xudng.
O day c6 hai thang may, ddi ldc né con dwoc goi 1a cai chudng, ndm canh
nhau. Khi mot céi di xuong thi cai kia duwgc kéo 1én. Cai dang & trén nam
cach mat dat khoang 1,8 mét, muc dich khong ai buwéc 1én d6 ma thoat khéi
tam quan sat cia nguwoi diéu khién can truc. Céng nhan muon di xuéng ham
mo phai nhan céi nat bang dong thau canh cai chuéng dé reo chuéng. Mot
tiéng reo ra hiéu nguwoi diéu khién cho cai chuong ha xudng ding vi tri. Hai
tiéng reo cho biét cong nhan da vao chuong. Ba tiéng la lic “kéo ho ra”
hodc 1a “ha chuong xuéng ham.”

Ong Todd cai quan nha dén, noi nap pin cho dén trén mii bao hg. Ong
con dam duwong viéc kiém soat moi cong nhan xuéng ham mé, bdo dam
rang ho khong con dé s6t mot que diém nao trong ngwdi (méd than
Coalwood khét tiéng la day khi ga), d6i mii va mang giay dinh chinh té. T6i
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vira uong chai nwéc ngot 6ng Todd dwa cho vira doi theo dong cong nhan
1én xuéng khu mé nhw thuwong 1€. Méi thg mo sé hitu 2 chiéc huy hiéu bang
dong thau c6 khac s6. Ho duwa cho 6ng Todd mét chiéc dé 6ng treo 1én bang
va do6i 1ay mii bao ho, chiéc con lai thi cit vao tdi. Chi can liéc 1én bang la
c6 thé biét dwgc Bo t6i hay bat ci¥ nguwdi thg nao hién dang c6 dwdi ham mo
hay khong. Chiéc huy hiéu ngwoi thg gilt lai trong tdi c6 dé moi chi tiét
nhan dang trong treong hop ho bi thwong hodc t¥ vong. Viéc chan thwong
hay céi chét chyc chd moi thg moé khong con la diéu bi mat gi ca, du cho
B0 va nhitng nguwdi doc cong ctia dng co gang giilt an toan bang moi cach.

Thoi con di hoc pho thong, thinh thodng c6 mot diva ban t6i bi goi ra
khoi 16p va khéng bao gio quay tré lai nita. Vao bita an khuya, t6i lién
dwgc biét ngay rang bo cta dita ban d6 da hi sinh trong ham mo. Doi véi
Me t6i, diéu nay da trd thanh diéu hién nhién, khéng con la gi. Bo hiém khi
nao ké rdo moi chuyén twong tan, t6i thwong chi nghe dwgc qua ban bé vao
ngay hom sau ma théi. Mot lan khi t6i dang hoc 16p 4, ¢6 ban téc vang nho
nhan Dreema cua t0i bi goi ra khoi 16p. Tt d6 t6i khong con dwgc gap lai
nho ay nita. B6 cia Dreema da bi mot phién da sac chat dit dau khi duong
ham noi 6ng dang lam viéc bi sup. Bém dé, Bo vé nha véi dbi tay bang b,
ong da dé mau vi co6 gang doi nhitng tang da de 1én ngwoi tho mo kia. Roi
ong dudi viéc nguwdi quan doc vi that trach trong viéc gia c6 tran ctia khu
mo thudc quyén cai quan ctia nguwdi nay. Tw dob trd di, khong con ai da dong
gi vé viéc da xay ra nita. Cong ty sé budc gia dinh cua thg mo t& nan phai
roi khéi Coalwood noi trong 2 tuan ké tir ngay xdy ra tai nan. Co 1é cé su
trao doi gi doé trong cac sy viéc nhuw vay nén hau nhuw chang qua phu nao
trong thi trdn con nhac nhé cho nhitng nguwdi khac vé hiém hoa c6 thé ap
dén tit ham mé ca.

Chud Dubonnet cung mot dam thg mo dang tu tap va lap mot cudc mit
tinh tng khau trdc nha den. Chu chia ra vai cudén sach mong thoi sy roi
néi vai toi: “Chu nghe n6i may qua tén Ita cia chau bay dwgc roi phai
khong?”
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“N6 bay dugc bao xa?” mot nguoi trong dam thg mé thac mac. “Lén téi
mat trang chua vay?”

“Hay dén chitng kién di a.” T6i bao anh ay.

“Khi nao chau phéng tiép, Sonny?” chi Dubonnet héi. “Chti muén tan
mat chitng kién. Chu cé4 rang con nhiéu ngwoi cling c6 y nguyén nhu vay.”

Dot nhién t6i cam thdy that hitng khai. “Chau sé dan thong bao & Big
Store va buu dién.”

Chudng thang mdy reo 1én hai ti€éng va moi nguoi lan lwgt di vao. “Chu
sé c6 mat,” chi Dubonnet vira di vira noi.

B6 troi 1én theo thang may. Truwéc khi 6ng nhan ra s c6 mat cua toi, toi
nhin thay ong rit ra chiéc khan ran (bay gio da nhuém mau xam xit), bum
vao miéng ho lién hoi r6i nhd may bai dom xudng canh nha tim. Ong nhin
1én va vay tdi theo vao trong nha tdim. Ong treo mii bdo ho 1én méc, thao
giay, cdi nit c6 4o, bwdc vao dudi voi sen va bat dau thoa xa phong Lava.
“Con dén day lam gi vay?” 6ng vira hoi vira tay rita mdy vét ban den ngom
dang bam trén madt.

“B0 c6 thé cho con it xi-mang dugc khong a?”

“Khong.” Ong tra 10i. Mot viing bun than dang xoay tron quanh ban chan
ong. “Con mudn dung n6 lam gi?”

“Ching con can xay bé phong. B6 xem c¢6 con du chit xi-mang nao
khong a?”
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“Cong ty khong c6 xi-mang thira dau,” B6 lam bam qua man nwéc, xoan
miéng khan tam cho vao 16 tai. “Cong ty chang c6 duw da thir gi ca. Néu ma
ct c6 nhu vay thi chac sé pha san mat. Con can may bao?”

“Colela4?”

B0 tam xong va bat dau lau nguwoi. T6i thira biét rang 6ng sé tam thém
mot lan nita khi vé nha dé ki co cho hét than bam trén nguwoi. Nhung bui
than dinh trén vung da am w6t quanh mat 6ng sé khong phai di - thg mé &
Coalwood di ra duwong véi cap mat vién den nhu Cleopatra vay. “N6i cho
con nghe nay,” 6ng buéng khan xuéng roi néi. “Bé cho mét k¥ su tré tinh
toan xdy 16i di 1én quat s6 3, hinh nhv la con dv it xi-mdng. May hom nay
troi d6 mwa nén c6 1é no6 bi hw réi nhung néu con mudn thi & 1ay. Du sao
cling giup cho cong ty tiét kiém chi phi khiéng n6 ra ngoai dé quang di.”

Ong ching can phai n6i dén Ian tht hai. Ngay hom sau, khi di 1am xong
mot vong don rac, O’Dell muwgn xe tdi ctia b6 cau ay roi cung t6i va
Sherman chay men theo dwong ray ngodn ngoéo dan dén mat trong nhitng
cai quat 16n nhat dung dé thoi khong khi xudéng ham mé. Ngay do, bén
canh canh ctra khéa trai dan vao phong diéu khién quat la 4 bao xi-mang
khong hé bi wét nwdc mwra gi ca. Con c6 dong cat va séi, tat ca méi nguyeén.

“Co chac la bd cau bado bon minh cé thé 1dy chiing khéng vay?” Sherman
to vé lo lang. “Moi thit that hoan hao.”

T6i nhiin vai. “Ong 4y n6i 1a mwa 1am héng ching hét roi.”
“Mua nao ha trgi?” O’Dell thac mac. “Ca thang nay c6 mwa dau. Bo cau

Itra day, Sonny. Nhin kia, 16i di m&i da hoan tét. L.é ra ho da khuan xi-mang
di cat cho khac sau khi lam xong ro6i chit.”
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T6i suy xét vé nhitng 10i ngu y trong cau no6i cia O’Dell. Chang 1é B6
dang am tham giip d& chiing t6i a? Hay la 6ng bi nham lan vi qua lo lang
vé viéc doi bong bi dinh chi hoac vé ké hoach xay dung mdi trén Caretta.
May ra Chia méi biét dugc thoi, nhung téi khong co thoi gian dé lam sang
t6. “Thoi nao,” t6i héi thic, “chat ching 1én xe di trwdc khi cé ai do phat
hién ra chung ta.”

SAU KHI CHUNG TOI PAO MOT CAI HO 6 béi than cdm va d6 mot
san bé-tong kich thwdc 1,5 mét, rong 1,5 mét dé lam bé phéng, Cape
Coalwood da san sang cho qua tén lira dau tién. L6 c6t nam trén bd song
cach bé phong hon 27 mét, né duge dong bang go va xac dinh kich thudéc
bang tay. Quentin miéu tad n6 bang mot ti* khoa treong “khoéi da dién bat qui
tac,” nhwng that ra né chang hon gi la mét cai kho go bé teo. N6 c6 san lam
bang dat, mdt 16i di khong cira dang sau, mai lgp tam thi€c bang phang, va
ctra sO nhin ra ngoai la khoang tréng hinh chi* nhat dwoc 1ap lai béi mot
tam nhwa day 0,6cm bi tray xo ma O’Dell tim dwgc trong dong rac phia sau
Big Store. Ong Dantzler thudng ding ching dé 1am tdm chin cho quay thu
tién bang kinh cia minh. Ngoai 16 cot, ching t6i con dyng cot cd bang mot
ong kém dwong kinh hon 5cm bi viit bé canh nguén khi ga trén Mudhole
Hollow (6ng Duncan, thg 6ng nwéc ctia cong ty, ndi cho t6i biét). La co cia
BCMA, do me ctia O’Dell may, dang phap phdi tung bay. T6i yéu 14 co nay
lam. Trén d6 c6 may chit cdi B-C-M-A udn cong quanh hinh qua tén Ira
duwgc théu kem vdi con cu (biéu twgng cda treong trung hoc) dang cudi 1én
no.

DPé khai trwong Cape Coalwood, t6i d6 day Auk V mot binh hgp chat
thu6c sing véi keo dan tem da dugc tron ki va cat dugi binh dun nwdc
néng 5 ngay troi. Do t6i da hita véi chi Dubonnet va mdy nguwdi thg mé
khac & nha than la sé bdo cho hg biét khi nao phéng tén Itta, nén Sherman
dan t@ gidy vd 1én bang thong bao ¢ Big Store va buwu dién vdéi nhitng dong
chtta in hoa:
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PHONG TEN LUA!

TO CHUC TEN LUA BIG CREEK (BCMA)

SE PHONG TEN LUA VAO THU BAY NAY, 10 gio sang,
TAI CAPE COALWOOD

(BAI THAI THAN cam CACH FROG LEVEL 2 DAM VE PHIA
NAM)

Nhu da hiva, chi Dubonnet dén dw bud6i phéng tén Itta ké tiép cia chiing
t6i. Chu dau chiéc xe Pontiac trang cia minh & bai dat trong doi dién vdi 16
cot. Thong thuwong cé budi hop thwong 1€ cta Lién minh Coéng nhan vao
moi sang thit bay nén t6i biét chii da phai rat tranh thu dé dén Cape ding
gio.

T6i cam thay hai long vi Jake Mosby ciing dén, di cing mot ky su tré
khac tén Tom Musick. Sau khi do chiéc xe Corvette ctia minh dwdi mot tan
cay kha an toan, Jake ngo6i xuéng canh chi Dubonnet trén thanh chéng s6c
phia truéc chiéc Pontiac va gio chai bia vé huwéng t6i. Tom thi chi vay tay
chao.

Mot lic sau t6i 1ay lam ngac nhién khi thdy mot chiéc xe Edsel khac tro
tGi. Hoa ra Jake da moi Basil Oglethorpe dén ctung, anh vay t6i lai dé gigi
thiéu. Basil c6 dang ngudi giong Ichabod Crane™. Anh mic by d6 mau
kem, doi chiéc mii mém rong vanh, that mot chiéc ca vat diy mau den,
khoac 4o vest lua, va mang doi giay nhon bo sat 1ay nhitng ngén chan. Anh
con mang dong ho c6 day deo bé vao tii. Trong doi minh, qua that toi chwa
bao gi¢ thdy ai an mdc cau ki dén nhu vay nén khi nhin thay anh, mom t6i
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c ha hoc ca ra. Anh 16 di phan tng cua t6i, diéu ma c6 1é anh da qua quen
thudc khi vao tinh McDowell va roi anh n6i rang sé lam cho t6i va may dita
ban tén ltta khac néi tiéng. “Anh sé tr& thanh Lowell Thomas " cta chi
may, nhoc Sonny a,” anh noi vdi t0i, “va chu may sé la Lawrence cua Arab
cua anh.”

“Basil gan lién véi to bdo McDowell County Banner.” Jake vira n6i vira
theo doi phan ng cua t6i, giong cham biém. “D6 1a cai gié rach cua tiém
tap héa ma thoi.”

“Du sao di nita ching t6i cling dang phat trién ma,” Basil khut khit, 1ay
mot chiéc khan tay bang lua tir 4o vest ra roi an vao mii. “Anh la tong-
bién-tap kiém chitc cay viét chinh.”

“Anh ta con kiém chan san tin nita day,” Jake dé thém vao. “Anh nghi
rang anh ta sé giip cho bon em 16i kéo thém dugc sy chd y. Vi tat ca
nhitng cong viéc tuyét voi dang thuc hién ¢ cai bdi than cam nay thi cac em
xtrng dang dugc nhuw vay.”

T6i tham nghi doi véi mot cay viét thue thu thi chiing toi sé thu vi dén cd
nao. To6i chang thé nao twéng twogng ndi. Nghi réi tdi nhin vai va quay lai
vdi vai tro gidm sat cong doan chuan bi phéng tén Itta. Roy Lee cham ngoi
cho chiéc tén Itta Auk nho nhan cia ching t6i r6i phong voi vao 16 cot.
Trudc khi cu dy kip chay vao trong thi ngoi no da chay hét va qua tén ltra
phong vt khoi bé, 1én cao khoang 15 mét r6i xoay minh nham thang vao
mdy nguoi dang ngoi vat véo trén chiéc Pontiac ma lao t¢i. Chti Dubonnet,
Jake, Tom va Basil nhanh nhw cat quang minh ngay xudng dat vira ltic qua
tén Itra hi qua dau r6i dap xuéng phan dwong phia sau, 1é di mét quang dai,
cam phap vao con muwong day bun. Moi viéc xady ra qua nhanh va bat ngo,
toi chang kip manh dong mdt khac nao ca. “Me kiép! Chwa bao gid thay
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thit gi di chuyén nhanh nhw vay trong doi day,” Roy Lee cat tiéng sau khi
quan sat sy viéc vira xay ra.

Chtng t6i mon men lai cho qua tén Itta nam: Sherman dirng lai mot Iic
dé d& cha Dubonnet va Tom ditng day. Basil thi vira nhdy tung tung vira
cwdi hi 1én, roi anh dy ditng lai va hi hody ghi chi vao s6 tay. “Oi, that
giéng y nhu & Cape Canaveral vay,” anh kéu lén nhing xi. “Oi, ta khoai

»
!

chuyén nay quéa di mat

Jake ty dong ditng day roi lat dat di xuong dwong. Nhin thay tay Jake run
ban bat dwa 1én cham thudc 14 roi 16i chai rogu con trong tui ra, t6i mon
men lai gan xem anh cé 6n khong. Anh vung vay diéu thuéc. “Nhin thay
qua tén lita ay lao vé phia minh lam anh twdng nhw dang quay tré lai véi
thoi chién & Han Quoc ay,” anh run ray noi.

“Em that tinh xin 16i anh Jake a,” d6 la tat ca nhitng gi t6i c6 thé noi.

“Anh chang c6 y gi dau,” Jake dap, ngon tay van con run, day chai ruegu
lén miéng.

Khi t6i di nguwgc 1én phia trén, chd Dubonnet va Tom dang kiém tra qua
tén ltra, may dita kia ditng quanh ho. Basil van con ngo6i dinh trong chiéc
Edsel cua anh, viét lién hoi. “Mdy nhoc a, lan sau trede khi 1én day cha
phadi chac rang da trd hét may phan bdo hiém trudc thoi.” Chi Dubonnet
vlra néi vira cwdi hé hd roi ngti ngwi qua tén Itra. “Thudc sung cta cac
chéu toéa ra nhiéu khéi qua. La thudc sing den phai khong?”

T6i tra 16i véi chd rang day la hon hop thudc sung tw ché cta ching t6i.
Chd Dubonnet vo vo vao than tén lra lam roi ra may cuc thudc ndé chua
chay cung md6t dong tro. Chui miét ching trong long ban tay ré6i phan. “Van
con w6t day nay. Bon chau u no trong bao 1au?”
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T6i cho chu biét 1a trong 5 ngay.

“Néu la chu thi chad sé dé it nhat 2 tuan ddy Sonny a.” Chu bép vun not
phan thudc stng con lai gitta may ngon tay. “Chu tirng lo vé chat no trudc
khi cong ty dem may cai may khai thac than ty dong vé ma. Thudc nd phai
dé cho hoan toan kho rdo.”

Sau khi chi Dubonnet di r6i, tiép theo dén lwgt Tom va Jake. Bon t6i vay
quanh Basil canh 16 c6t thdo luan vé két qua cta dot phong nay. “Ching ta
phai lam cach nao dé tén Itra bay thang Ién ay,” Sherman tuyén bo.

“Va con phai tim phuong thic t6t hon dé cham ngoi né nita,” Roy Lee
két luan sau khi quan sat va nhan thitc r6 dwgc hau qua néu nhuw tén Itra bay
theo ngay sau luwng trede khi cau kip chay vao 16 cét.

Quentin 1én tiéng: “T¢ sé nghi vé viéc nay roi dwa ra vai y kién sau nhé.”

“Mong rang cau sé nghi ra cai gi dé6 hay hon phuwong phap kiém tra ngu
ngoc vira r6i,” O’Dell cham biém.

“Thoi di, O’Dell,” toi xen vao. “Chung ta dang la mot doi ¢ day, nhd
chit? Quentin, ctt suy nghi di nhé. Chung ta sé tap hop lai sau ki nghi cua
thg mé. Bong y khong?”

“Pugc qua di chit,” Roy Lee dong tinh. “Cac cdu c6 thay qua tén Itta cua
bon minh bay nhw thé nao khéng? N6 khong bay 1én thang dwgc thi sao
chit? Ching ta dang lam t6t moi viéc & day ma!”

“Roy Lee néi dang.” t6i nhan xét. “Chung ta dang tién trién tot.” Toi dua

tay ra, up long ban tay xuéng. “Nao, dat tay cac cau lén day, nhv tui cau tha
van thvong lam ay.”
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Lan lwgt, Sherman, O’Dell, Roy Lee va Quentin long trong dat tay lén
nhau. “Nhitng cau bé héa tién,” t6i ho 1én. “Nhitng cau bé héa tién mudn
nam!”

“Oi, moi thi? that hodn hdo!” Basil khé thét 1én, roi tiép tuc hi hody viét.

“Nhitng cau bé héa tién mudn nam. Ta yéu viéc nay qud di!”

KHU MO COALWOOD, ciing nhv moi khu mé khac rai rac khip tinh
McDowell va mién nam cta bang, dong ctra vao hai tuan dau cia thang 7,
cho nén moi nguwdi déu phai nghi lam dong loat. B6 giai thich muc dich cia
viéc nay la dé cho nén kinh té ctia nganh khai thac than dwgc bao dam, va
hoat dong lai mot cach dong nhat khi moi cong nhan déu tré lai lam viéc
sau ki nghi nhu nhau. Ciling cung ly do dé ma thg mo luon trd moi thit bang
t0 héa don tri gia 2 dollar dé moi thuwong gia phai nhan ra rang cong ty than
quan trong doéi vGi ho nhu thé nao. Nhung r6i vi ly do gi di nita thi
Coalwood tré nén gan nhw hoang vang trong ki nghi. Hungry Mother State
Park gan Virginia la diém dén thuwong 1€ cua cong nhan cung gia dinh ho,
va cd Smoky Mountains xa hon vé phia nam Tennessee nita. M4t trong
nhitng noi nghi mat truyén théng ctia thg mé la bai bién Myrtle, mién Nam
Carolina. Chiéu theo sy khan khodn ctia Me, nha ching t6i di nghi mat &
ddy. bay la dip duy nhét trong nam ma Me 16i dugc B6 ra khéi nhitng ngon
ndi cho riéng minh va ngay binh lang troi qua gitta bién trdi tho mong xanh
trong ma khong nghe 6ng néi vé nhitng chuyén trong khu mé. T6i dé y thay
Me khé cham vao tay Bo khi 6ng dang ndi chuyén, va doi khi vao ban dém,
ho ngoi trén xich du bén hién nha tro, B6 con vong tay 6m lay Me. Ho
tham chi con ngu chung giwong nita co. Mot 1an no, sau budi di mo cua, t6i
trd vé vdi cai dau ca con treo toong teng trén day cau, va thay ctra nha tro
dang khoa. Toi biét rang b6 me dang & trong dé vi thdy may doi giay con
dinh cat cia ho nam ngoai hién, nhung cho du t6i cé go ctra thé nao thi ho
cling chang cho t6i vao. Luc dé t6i chi don gian doan la ho dang ngu théi.
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Va r6i Me khoc oa khi chiing t6i thu don moi thit 1én chiéc Buick dé vé nha
khi ki nghi két thuc.

Ngay duing ltic B6 vira do xe vao san sau thi chiéc “hac phon” da réo inh
6i. “Chao mung dén vGi Coalwood,” Me lam bam sau lung B6 khi ong
dang voi va phong 1én bac cau thang vao nha dé tra 10i dién thoai.

Toi con 3 qua tén Itta Auk VI, VII va VIII da dwgc nap thudc sting va dé
cho kho réao trong thoi gian ching t6i di nghi 16. T6i quyét dinh phéng tat
cd vao th bay sau ki nghi. Sherman lam vai to thong bao dé dan & Big
Store va buu dién. Ching t6i van con van dé la chwa lam cho may qua tén
Itra bay thang 1én dugc, nén t6i bo ra hai ngay lui cui dwdi ham dé chap va
mdy bo thang bang. O’Dell dem dén mot tim nhom moéng nhat dugc tw
dong rac, t6i dung kéo cat thiéc va lang ra vai miéng hinh tam giac dé lam
bo thang bang. Sau doé t6i dung dinh duc thing vai cai 16 & canh bén trong
roi dung day kém quan chung vao héng cuia than tén lira. Sau khi dung kim
dé van hét may cong kém xudng, trong ching con tho thién lam nhuwng it ra
cling c6 vé duge gan vao chac chan roi, toi mong la nhw vay. Vao thit bay,
Roy Lee lai xe qua, t6i bd mdy qua tén Itra 1én bang ghé trudc roi thang tién
dén Cape. Cau ay té vé ngwong mo két cau “canh” mdi va han hoan: “Hom
nay liéu chung ta c6 thu hut dwgc mot dam dong nita khong nhi.”

T6i budt miéng thot 1én: “Udc gi Dorothy ciing dén nhi.”
Cau ay nhun vai. “Sao cau khéng mai co ay?”

“Té sg rang nang sé dén cung mot thang ban trai khac,” t6i thanh that tha
nhan.

“Co ta di choi v&i nhitng thang khac ma cau con mo twdng a?” Roy Lee
lac dau. “Sonny, bon minh phai ng6i xuéng va néi chuyén dang hoang lai

thoi.”
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“T@ yéu nang,” toi noi, “va mot ngay nao do nang sé yéu t@ thoi.”

Roy Lee chung ngwoi xudng sau tay 1ai, lac dau. “Moi viéc khong xdy ra
nhu vay dau, nhoc a.”

Mady nguoi dan 6ng ngoi ¢ thém Big Store vay chao chiing t6i. “Nhitng
ho ho to. May tén cau tha béng bau duc thi di ca dam
cung nhau sudt mua heé, thach thitc bat cit ai ddm nhac dén viéc bi dinh chi

cau bé hoa tien!”
thi ddu ctia ching. Bick, anh Jim va mdy tén cuc sic con lai dang tu tap
tredc Club House. Ching trirtng mat nhin bon t6i di qua nhung chang noi
gi. Ching t06i ghé qua rwdc Sherman r6i di ti€p. O’Dell thi di bo xudng
Cape tit Frog Level va ditng dgi san ti ltic nao. Cau dy da g& xong cai to
ong bap cay trong 16 c6t va don dep sach bé phéng. Chu Dubonnet khong
c6é mat hom nay nhung Jake va Basil thi da ¢ d6. “Anh dang chuan bi mét
bai phong sy cho cac chi may roi ddy,” Basil néi. “Hay chd xem sttc manh
cua bao chi nhé.”

Ching t6i nhuwong quyén cham ngoi cho Jake. Anh vira cwoi viva thao
chay vao trong 16 c6t, cdp chan dai ctia anh nhin nhdy. Lan nay to6i da dé
day ngoi dai hon nén anh kip chay vao vd&i Basil va bon toi, khum nguoi
xuong de chirng trong niém phan khai. Chi Dubonnet da ding trong viéc
de nghi dé thu6c sting kho lau hon: Qua tén Iwa roi khoi bé phong trong
tiéng xi to nhat tw trvdc dén nay réi bay 1én gan nhu ra khéi tam mat. T6i ra
khoi 16 c6t, ngdm khéi cudn theo dudi khi né roi xuong. Roi t6i cung véi
moi ngwdi nhay loan 1én nhw bi mét ty chia. Pay la qua tén lva tét nhat tw
tredc dén nay cua ching téi. “N6 bay 1én cao bao nhiéu nhi?” Jake héi nhw
nging thd, hitng khai tira ho nhw anh 1a mot cau bé hoa tién thue thu vay.

“Cao gap doi ngon nui ddy,” Sherman hach dich tra 16i.

Nhu vay la cao bao nhiéu? Ching t6i chang ai biét.
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“C0 e vai phép tinh lvgng giac sé giup chung ta tim ra dap an,” Jake noi.

Chung t6i chang biét gi vé lwgng gidc ca. “Anh té mon nay lam nhung dé
anh nghi xem.” Jake gai dau noi.

Auk VII va VIII thi chang can dén lugng giac. Auk VII danh mot vong
hinh méng ngwa khi 1én cao khodng 15 mét r6i dam sam xubng dat. Auk
VIII thi dap vao 16 c6t r6i nd tung trén khong thanh nhitng manh sat vun réi
roi xuéng rao rao trén néc. “Oi, chuyén ndy thd vi qua di mat,” Basil tuyén
bo.

“Lan nao di v6i tui may, anh ciing twéng nhu dang quay lai Han Quoc
vay,” Jake néi khi nhin vao cai 16 thiing cta 16 c6t. “Quan doi chac sé khoai
cac em lam day - néu nhw cac chii may con mang dé song dén ltic gia nhap
ngu.”

Vao cudi tuan tiép theo, chii Bykovski gap t6i, Shermanva O’Dell tai ctra
hang kim khi cia nha than va day bon t6i can ban cua viéc han xi va cat sat
dé cé thé ty lam tén lira. Toi ty nha khong biét c6 phai Bo dong y viéc nay
vi 6ng cam thay c6 16i khi day ai chd Bykovski xuéng ham mé khong. Toi
khong thé twéng twong dugce do la sy that nhung téi chang nghi khac di
dwgc. Cha Bykovski t6 ra vui vé vdi cong viéc mdi. Toi dém da 5 dollar dé
trd cho mdy cai 6ng va thanh sat minh sé dung trong ngay hom dé. Theo 10i
chu Bykovski, toi dat chiing 1én ban lam viéc kém theo t@ gidy ghi r6 ra
dung chung vao viéc gi.

Khi ching t6i hoan thanh xong khoa hoc hom dé va di vé thi thdy B6
dang nhin ra ti lan can ctia van phong. Toi ghé qua dé cam on 6ng. “Sao
16i, b6 doan rang con da trd thanh mét tay thg han lanh nghé phai khong?”
ong hoi.
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“Chwa dau Bo a,” t6i dap lai. “Con can phai luyén tap nhiéu hon nita thi
mai thanh thao duoc.”

B6 nhin, thoang vé ngac nhién trwdc sy phan ¢ng cia t6i roi gat gu. “ft
c6 thit gi dén dé dang trén doi nay Sonny a. Néu c6 chang nita thi cling phai
de phong né. C6 1€ khong dang la bao nhiéu.”

“Viéc kho nhat Bo titng hoc trong doi 1a gi?” toi dot ngdt hoi.
Ong tra 1én thanh lan can. “En-tro-pi,” cudi ciing 6ng ciing tra 10i.

Toi chang hiéu tir dé la gi va ong ciing biét vay. “En-tro-pi n6i vé moi
vat sé c6 xu huwéng tréd nén 1on x6n va mat trat tu theo thoi gian troi qua,”
ong giai thich. “N6 la mét phan cda dinh luat dau tién cia nhiét dong luc

»

hoc.

Co 1é t6i dang dwc mat ra thi phai. “Cho du sw vat dé hoan hdo dén mirc
nao di nita,” 6ng kién nhan ti€p tuc ndi, “ngay tr khi vat d6 dugc tao ra la
lic né bat dau phan hay.”

“Sao thi nay kho hoc vay B6?”
Ong mim cudi. “Béi vi mic dit né ding nhung b6 khéng muén né tré

thanh sy that. Bo ghét vi n6 ding. Bo chang thé twdng twong noi Chua dang
nghi gi nita.” Ong két luan roi quay tré vao vin phong.

MOT TOI MUA HA niam 4y, ngay trude lic truomg hoc khai giang, Jake
goi vao chiéc “hac phén” nha t6i. B6 bat may roi di nhién chuyén cho toi
v&i anh mat nghi ngo. “Néi ngan gon thoi day.”
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“Sonny,” Jake goi, “mdy dita em xudng Club House ro6i leo 1én mai nha
v&i anh nhé. Co diéu nay ngac nhién lam day.”

Sherman la dita duy nhat ma toi cé thé thong bao trong thoi gian gap rit
nhu vay. To6i leo v0i vang 1én mai nha cua Club House con Sherman thi
nhay 10 co nhu choé con 1én t'ng bac thang.

Jake dang nhin qua miéng kinh trén mot cai 6ng hinh tru dai hwéng 1én
troi. “Pep tuyét, ding khong?” anh cudi toe day vé ty hao. “Chiéc kinh
vién vong khic xa trung thanh cii ki cda anh day. Md&i dwoc gwi tdi trong
hém nay théi. Anh thwong choi cai nay khi bang c& tudi em. Ti nita la anh
quén béng vé n6 cho dén khi xuéng cho phong tén ltra cia bon em.” Pay la
chiéc kinh vién vong dau tién ma t6i dwgc truc tiép chiém nguwdng. Anh con
dwa cho t6i mot cudn sach da cli mém. “Anh con bdo Me gtii cho cai nay
nita nay. Sach vé luvgng gidc ngay xwa anh hoc day. Hay doc né di, r6i bon
em sé tinh dugc qua tén lra caa minh bay cao bao nhieu.”

Dém nay troi that trong, bao vi sao sang trai dai khap bau troi lung linh
nhw nhitng vién kim cwong dang 14p lanh trén mot tdm vai nhung den rong
bat ngan. “Nao, ty nhién di cac chu, anh dang ngam sao Mdc nay.” Jake
CU0i toe toét.

Sherman thtt trdc, ddn mat cau dy vao céi 16 kinh. “Em nhin thdy dwgc

"’

ca may dai sao day nay!” cau hét toang lén.

T6i g& kinh ra dé Jake hwdng dan cach xoay chinh cai 6ng canh tiéu cu.
Sao Moc la mot vong tron mau vang lung linh véi nhitng dwong mau nau
cat ngang. Toi cdm thady nhuw c6 thé vdi tay ra cham lay né vay, phai chi co
thé lam duoc diéu dé that thi hay qua nhi.

Jake chi 1én mot dong song sao dang vat ngang qua bau troi, gitta nhitng
rang nui. “bBo la dai Ngan Ha. Chung ta dang nhin vao mot bén canh cua né
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thoi ddy.” T6i nghe tiéng anh van md nut chai va tgp mot ngum ruwgu réi
huyt sdo mét hoi dai. “Kia la chom sao Thién Cam, con kia 1a sao Nhan
Ma. Nao, nhin qua bén kia, canh sao Thién Cam.” Anh s& soang céi 16
kinh. “Cho anh biét em nhin thdy gi nao.”

Sherman nhin roi téi lwgt to6i. Mot cai banh doughnutLzl ruc r0. Toi chi
doan 10 ma. “Mot ng6i sao thung 16 ha anh?”

Jake bat cwdi. “Gan ding roi day. N6 la sao Tinh Van. Céi vong tron dé
la phan vo tach ra tir khdi bén ngoai ctia ngoi sao.”

Pa qua nita dém ma Jake van say swa chi cho Sherman va t6i sy khac
nhau giita hanh tinh va ngoi sao dén khi anh ng6i xuoéng twa vao 6ng khoi
bang gach nung roi ngu thiép di. Trong khi Sherman van nhin vao kinh vién
vong thi t6i lang thang quanh ria mai nha va nhin xudng thi trdn nho cta
minh. Nha thd dang tam trong anh sao bang bac, anh 1én ruc rd trong béng
t0i ciia ngon ndi sau luwng né; va & ngon doi bén trén bwu dién, t6i c6 thé
nhan thdy dugc may ngon thap cta biét thy thudoc vé 6ng Van Dyke. Nhitng
tan cdy xao xac trong con gié mat lanh thoi vé tir phia nui doi, va xa xa kia,
toi con nghe dugc tiéng kéu vang vang ctia mot con cu lac loai gitta dém va
nhitng giai diéu Gp oap ctia may chu éch lang thang quanh con s6ng nhé
chay doc ctra hang kim khi dién mdy. Ro6i t6i quay lai v6i chiéc kinh vién
vong, c6 chinh n6 hong quan sat dwgc quanh Coalwood nhung cudi cung
nhan ra rang khong thé chinh cho tiéu cy gan nhuw vay dugc. T6i chgt nghi:
that mia mai khi chiéc kinh vién vong cua Jake c6 thé nhin dwgc nhitng
ngoi sao cach xa hang triéu nam anh sang nhung lai khong quan sat dugc
thi tran noi né dang hién dién. C6 1é ban than t6i cling dang nhw vay. Toi
nhin thay rdé dugc twong lai cia minh trong khong gian, nhung chinh cudc
song hién tai & Coalwood nay thi doi khi lai qua v mo ho.
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Chgt Sherman kéu to lam toi giat minh nhin 1én va kip chiém nguong
mot con mua sao bang to 16n mau xanh vGi nhitng tia sang vang ruc trén
dinh dau dang bay vé tir phwong bac. N6 lang 1€ liéng ngang bau trdi r6i roi
xuong sau ddy nui chdp trung tredc mat. T6i dinh m@ miéng n6i mdt diéu
gi do dé giir lai gidy phut trang trong nay nhung chang tim ra dwgc tir nao
cho phit hgp. Sherman va t6i nhin nhau va chi c6 thé thét 1én mét tieng “Oi
cha!”. Trong khi d6, Jake van ngay o o déu dan.
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10. CO RILEY

Auk IX - XI

T6i da trong thdy duoc twong lai va né thdt sy kha thi! Hai tudn trudc,
chinh nguoi phong vién nay da chitng kién nhitng cdu bé cta To chirc Tén
Itra Big Creek phdng lén troi vt thé sdng tao tuyét my cua ho tai can ci?
Cape Coalwood. Khodnh khac qua tén Itta dnh bac cua ho roi khoi bé
phong xi-mdng roi bay vut 1én khéng trung, t6i ctt hd h6c moém ra va bi mé
hodc bdi cdi vién canh huy hoang khi né tién vao khong gian... Du vdy ho
ciing van con mdc phdi nhitng sai sét. Téi dd phdi khum nguai trong 16 cot
cua ho va nhdy tranh nhitng manh vo lac huéng cung vdi cdac chang trai
diing cam dy. Nhung ho khéng phdi la loai nguoi dé dang dau hang! Nguoi
phdéng vién nay mubn giti mét thong diép tdi ai dang doc bai viét va cd
nhitng nguoi khdc nita: Néu nhv ban con hy vong dé hiéu duoc tuong lai
ryc rd, huy hoang sé dén véi ai ddm ndm bdt né nhw thé nao thi hdy dén
ting hé nhirng cdu bé héa tién & Coalwood nhé.

McDowell County Banner, thang 8 nam 1958

NGAY PAU TIEN NHAP HOC NAM 1958 ciing 1a ngay bit dau cia
quang thoi gian bi dinh chi thi dau cia d6i béng bau duc. Thay vi ngong
nghénh vai diéu bo kiéu hung trén hanh lang trong mau 4o trang xanh nhw
thwong 1€, Jim va may tén cau thu khac hém nay 1 rii 1é chan vao 16p hoc
va san sang xi va ai d6 cham ty ai bon chung. Thong thwong, khi bat dau
mot nam hoc mdi cling la can ké véi ngay thi dau cua doi béng va ca
treong sé tap trung hét vao ho. Ho chi viéc ngoac tay la may dita con gai sé
vOi vd xtiim lai san sang tré thanh ban gai cia mot thanh vién nao dé caa
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doi bong Big Creek cao quy. Nhung nam nay bon ching trong that ué oai
thay cho nhitng tén co bap thuwdng ngay, to ra ngu dan thay vi vé sang lang
ngay trudc va ngang tang mot cach ki la. Du sao di nita, biét ching van dw
sttc dé bep minh xu6ng san nha nén t6i van can than giir khoang cach va
yéu cau nhitng dita héa tién con lai khong dong cham vao ching. “Nhung
day qua la co hoi tét dé cham chich ma,” Quentin khiic khich cuwdi trong
khi ching t6i dang di xudng hanh lang. “Nhin bon chiing kia. C&¢ nhw
nhitng chu ctru non lac dan vay.”

Chtng t6i nhanh chéng nhén ra rang khong phdi viéc dinh chi bong bau
duc 1a sy thay d6i duy nhat & Big Creek. Thay c6 ra 1énh cho chiing t6i ng6i
trong 16p im lang va trat tw, roi bat dau thao thao bat tuyét trén bang den,
vach ro ra nhitng khoa hoc va nhitng mon méi sé dugc giang day, ching
duwgc truyén cdm hirng tir sw xuat hién ctia Sputnik. Nhitng bai tap vé nha la
lung bat dau chiém day trong v@, nhitng chong sach dan dwgc dang cao 1én
va nhitng manh gidy photocopy roi vai day 16i di. Chung t6i vat va di tr 16p
hoc nay qua 16p hoc khac véi chong sach 6m chat trong tay. Sy viéc nay
xdy ra v0i tat cd nhitng truong trung hoc trong cac bang. Sputnik dwgc
phong 1én vao nam 1957. Pén mua thu nam 1958 thi né da lam roi tham
hoa tinh than xuéng nwéc My va nhitng hoc sinh trung hoc chiing téi da bi
phong lén troi dé dap tra.

“Chao cac anh,” mot c6 nang 16p 10 xinh dep md& 16i vdi toi va Quentin
trén hanh lang trong gio chuyén 16p. “Cac anh sé dén Dugout vao thi bay
nay chi? Hy vong la vay. Em rat thich nhdy ddy.” No6i roi nang ta lwét qua,
va chi thoang liéc ngang may tén cau tha ma théi. Bon chiing nhin lai nhw
muon an twdi nudt séng bon toi vay.

“Ai da,” Quentin thét 1én. “Diéu nay chwa tirng xay ra trudc day bao gid

»

ca.
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“Thi tredc day ching ta ciing c6 dwgc dang 1én bao dau,” toi nhac nhd
cau ay.

Lic di ngang qua ta dung cup, toi bat gap Valentine.Chi dang ding do
mot minh, chong sach kep trdc ngwe. Hom nay Valentine mac chiéc vay
len, ao khoac den, va toc cot dudi ngya, nhin nhw mot dong thac den nhanh
dang lap lanh chdy dai xudéng lung. Chi nhin c6 vé ai oan lam. “Chao
Sonny,” chi chao, mat rang ngoi Ién khi nhin thay t6i. “Em cé muo6n vao
phong nhac va au yém khong nao?”

T6i biét chac rang Valentine dang dua cgt. Dau sao, chi ciing hoc trén toi
mot 16p va 16n hon t6i gan 2 tudi. Toi lai gan chi. “Di nhién r6i Valentine
a,” toi dua lai “ngay nao, luc nao cling dugc ca.”

Chi nhu dang do xét vao sau trong ddy mat t6i. “Em c6 muon hd tong
mot co gai dén 16p khong nao?”

“Pugc thoi.”

Valentine tira vao t6i khi hai dita di doc xudng hanh lang. “Chi cé doc
bao thdy em trén d6. Chi ty hdo vé em ldm. A nay, néu chi va may dita ban
nita mudn dén xem em phéng tén Itta thi c6 dwogc khong?”

Valentine luon c6 di moi td chat lam t6i bat ngo. “Em sé rat vinh dy néu
c6 chi dén xem,” t6i thot 1én nhitng 161 chan that nhat tir ddy long minh.
Mot dam cau thua a rii 1€ bwdc ngang qua ching t6i, trong mat chiing anh
1én nhitng tia nhin xau xa déc dia. M6t trong s6 bon chiing, tén Bobby Joe
Shaw bat chgt hiic vao Valentine manh dén noéi chi suyt danh roi hét sach
v xuong dat. Chi ay chop 1dy ngay tay han roi quay vong han lai. “Bi thi
phai biét nhin duwong chi, thang ché déu kia!”
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Bobby cling la hoc sinh 16p trén nhv Valentine. Toi nh¢ nam ngoai da co
lan trong thdy ho tay trong tay tai gidng duwong. Han ta tirng choi ¢ tuyén
hai v&i vai tro hau vé trong mua gidi nam 1957. Trong mua do, han da thyc
hién mot cd chuyén ngoan muc va choi mot tran xuat sac. Lé ra thi vdi
thanh tich ay, han sé dwgc téa sang trong mua gidi 1958 nay. Nhung bay
gio tat ca da tan thanh may khoi. “Em c6 vé thich trai tg, Valentine nhi?”
han mia mai.

“Pirng c6 noéi véi toi nhitng 10i v@ van nita Bobby Joe,” Valentine gam
glr, va gan nhu dang giam 1én hét ngén chan cia han. Han chun budc, liéc
t0i v6i anh mat nhw muén an twoi nudt song réi lan xuéng cudi hanh lang.
Valentine quay lai véi t6i. “Néu nhw Bobby Joe hay bat ki thang khon nao...
gdy rdc ro6i cho em thi tim chi nhé, Sonny. Chi sé xtt Iy chiing cho.” Khi
dén trwdc ctra 16p, Valentine nhin t6i cwdi bén lén. “Khi nao em san sang
cho vu au yém thi goi chi nhé. Chi sé dén ngay day.” Néi roi chi nhay mat
v0i toi va budc vao 16p.

Quentin dén canh va cung t6i doi theo Valentine dén khi chi ng6i vao ban
hoc. “Qua la mét c6 gai “hoanh trang” nhat truong day!” cau dy tuyén bo.
Ngoai trirt Dorothy ra thi td6i dong y vGi quan diém nay. Tim t6i dap thinh
thich trong l6ng ngwc nhuv vira méi phdi chay bo mot quang dai. Huan
luyén vien Gainer tirng canh bao vai 1l con trai chung toi trong gio suc
khoe rang s kich thich sé trao dang trong co thé ching t6i khi tat ca buéc
vao trung hoc. “No sé qua nhanh thoi,” nguwoi dan ong manh mé do khuyen
ran nhw vay. “C mdc sttc tan huwdng nhitng cam giac do khi cé thé nhung
dirng hanh dong gi, phai biét kiem ché né. Néu nhuw cac em nhan thitc dugc
rang n6 chi la nhitng réi loan héc-moén cua trai m@i 16n chit khéng phai
xuat phat tir 1y tri thi sé 6n ca th6i.”

Vao cu6i ngay hém dé, Dorothy ngoac t6i ra ngoai khi to6i dang chuan bi
1én xe buyt vé nha. Nang trong that kiéu sa trong chiéc 4o choang bang vai
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h6 bot trang tinh cung chiéc vay thay tha xanh tham. “Chua nhat nay qua
nha minh nhé?” nang héi t6i. “Minh can cau gitp vé hinh hoc phang.”

“Minh sé dén.”

Nang nhin bang quo di dau ay, miéng nd nu cudi tinh quai. “Minh nh&
cau sudt ca mua hé day,” nang tho thé noi.

“Tha...at a?” toi lap bap.
“Um..humm,” nang gt dau, d6i mit xanh to tron chgt lw6t qua toi.
“Minh ciing c6 doc tin tirc vé cdu trén bdo. May c6 nang xinh xan 16p 10

dang mé man cau lam, minh c& ddy. Minh that ghen ti qua di mat!”

T6i cudi toe toét vGi nang nhw mot thang ngd ngan ngoai hang. “Dirng
nhw vay chit! Minh - y minh la... Dorothy a, minh cling nhé cau lam!”

“Bon minh cé rat nhiéu chuyén dé noi v6i nhau day. Minh nén néng qua
di mat!”

Roy Lee lon ton chay dén bén t6i roi nhin Dorothy véi thai do khinh bi
ra mat. Cau ay chang bao gi¢ that sy chiu nhan ra sy hoan hdo ctia nang ca.
“Sonny, Jack chuan bj di r6i. Ong ta néi cau c6 5 gidy, néu khong thi s& bi

bo lai v&i cb Priss nay day.”

T6i mién cwong theo got Roy Lee. “T¢ mong cau s6m quén dugc con
nho do, Sonny a.” Cau ay ndi.

“Khong bao gio,” t6i thang thirng dap lai.

T6i ngoi 1én xe buyt réi vay tay chao Dorothy. Nang vay chao lai t6i, gui
kem theo mot nu hon gié. To6i thay nguwoi minh cif lang lang trén sudt chang
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duong vé Coalwood, dén noi Jack phai nhac t6i xuéng xe khi da vé dén noi.

TOI DA SONG SOT qua dugc mon dai s6 ctia nam 16p 10, v6t vat dugc
diém B sau nhitng bai kiém tra vGi két qua kha t6t vao cudi nién hoc.
Nhung dén 16p 11 thi t6i lai hoc tot hinh hoc phang ngay tr dau. C6 mot
diéu toi biét chac la nhitng kién thitc can ban vé cac dwong cong, goc, va da
giac cua hinh hoc phang sé gitp toi rat nhiéu trong viéc thiét ké tén Itra. Toi
doan rang c6 s twong quan vé kich thwdc trong viéc thiét ké tén Itra, vi du
nhw ty 1€ thich hgp giita dién tich cia b6 thang bang dinh hwéng va phan
than cda tén ltra. Nhung t6i phdi gidi dap nhitng van dé nay nhu thé nao?
Thay Hartsfield xua di cau héi ctia t6i vé cach tinh va so sanh gifta cac mat
phang (bo thang bang) va madt cong (phan than) bang cach nhan chim
ching t6i vao nhitng tién dé, dinh dé va chitng minh ctia hinh hoc O-clit.
“Nhitng cau hoéi ctia em nghiéng vé linh vuc hinh hoc gidi tich va tich
phan,” thay ngoanh lai tir buc gidng, nhin t6i qua cai mét kinh ntta trong”
va ran de. “Theo thay nh¢é thi em gap khé khan vé mon dai s6 ma. Va néu
nhw ¢ tiép tuc yéu moén dai s6 nhu vay thi em sé bi tut hau, tut hdu mot
cach tram trong, Hickam a!”

Qua phan bai giang vé hinh tam giac, trong dau t6i bat chot lién twéng
dén mo6i quan hé gitta cadc canh cta tam gidc va cac géc ma ching tao
thanh. Luc t6i hoi thay Hartsfield vé diéu nay thi 6ng nhin t6i cham cham
nhung khong hoan toan phan déi. “Cai do thudc vé linh viec mon lugng
giac Hickam a. Trong bai hoc thém ching ta sé tim hiéu vé nhitng gi ma cai
dau ngoan c6 ctia em muon biét.”

DPiéu ma cai dau ngoan co6 cua t6i dang mudén tim toi la lam sao dé biét
dwgc tén Itta cia minh bay cao bao nhiéu. T6i va Quentin say swa vui dau
vao cuon sach cua Jake. Ching t6i cung nhau hoc lugng giac trong gio nghi
trira tai Big Creek. T6i nhan ra rang mot khi ching ta c6 dong lwc mudn
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biét vé mot diéu gi dé thi du phic tap dén dau viéc hoc no ciing tréd nén
khong qua khoé khan. Theo cudn sach lwgng gidc chi bao, chiing t6i can ché
tao dung cu dé do goc, tir d6 sé co6 thé tinh toan ra dwgc tén lira cia minh
bay cao bao nhiéu. “T¢ sé lam né ngay day,” Quentin qua quyét hita.

“OI, CAU THAT THONG MINH PAY SONNY,” Dorothy ngpi trén ghé
salong trong phong khach nha nang, thé dai khi t6i ké rang minh dang tw
hoc lwgng gidc. R6i nang chom ngudi qua va 6m cham 14y to6i. “Viéc nay la
trd on vi cau da gitip minh hoc mo6n hinh hoc phang nhé.”

Pay la co hoi hoan hao dé t6i thuc hanh thao tac cia Roy Lee. Toi tw tir
trirgt tay nhe nhang vong qua vai nang, nhung ding lic dy dot nhién nang
nhay bat day. “Oi, banh qui ctia minh sip khét dén noi roi! Cho ti nhé,
minh quay lai ngay.” Pén khi quay lai v&i mot khay banh qui so6-co-la thi
nang ngoi xuong chiéc ghé déi dién toi r6i chia banh. “Minh rat vui vi hai
diva l1a ban t6t,” chac nang da né6i cau nay phai dén ca triéu lan ro6i ay chit!
Nhung n6 khong lam t6i chun buwdc, quan hé cta toi voi nang dang tung
buéc tién trién day thoi.

Su6t mua thu nam 4y, t6i bat xe dén War vao moi chiéu Cha nhat dé
cung Dorothy hoc hinh hoc phang. Ching t6i phoi hgp véi nhau rat tot. Sau
khi hoan tat moi dinh dé va dinh 1y thi c6 vé Dorothy con hiéu r6 vé nhitng
bién hoéa ctia ching hon ca to6i. Nang con la mot ¢6 gido gidi, rat kién nhan
gidi thich cho to6i sy lién hé cua nhitng cach chitng minh. Dorothy c6 mot tri
nhd tuyét voi, nang khong bao gio quén thw gi da hoc thudc. Nhung toi lai
gioi hon nang rat nhiéu vé sttc twéng twgng. Tham chi t6i phai vé hinh dnh
minh hoa dé gidi thich cho nang vi sao hai duong thang dwoc coi la song
song v&i nhau mot khi ching cuing vuong goc véi mot dwong thang thi 3.

Thay Hartsfield da 1am moi cach t6t nhat dé cung cap nhitng cong cu cho
cong viec cua chung toi. “Cac qui ngai, qui co, cac em phai hoc phuong
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phap suy luan dién dich!” Chgt thay bat gap Roy Lee dang liéc mat dwa
tinh v&i ban gai ngoi ké bén, lap titc thay phéng mot vién phan tring dau
cau ay. “Nao, thay ra cho em mot ménh dé nhé,” thay bao Roy Lee. “Ménh
dé chinh: tat ca con ngwoi déu cé 6c. Em dong y khong?”

Roy Lee xoa xoa dau, bui phan dang bam dinh Ién mai t6c B.V bong
nhoang cua cau dy. “Vang thua thay.”

Thay Hartsfield ditng day va nhon chan 1én. “Va tit ca cac cau trai tré
déu la con nguoi. D6 la ménh dé thit 2 cda t6i, c6 thé dem ra ban thao. Vai
hai ménh dé chinh va phu nhw vay, em dwa ra két luan gi?”

Roy Lee nhwéng may dap. “La tit ca cac cau trai tré déu c6 6c?”

“Chinh xac, chang trai ctia ta!” thay Harstfield hét 1én va giam mot cham
xuong san. “Roi, vay gidi thich suy luan cta em di?”

Suy ludn dién dich cling c6 vé hay ho va hitu ich ddy, nhung t6i thich dé
tri 6c cua minh bay bong theo khong gian v6 tan hon, noi dé6 cé nhitng
dwong thang dan xen vao nhau tao ra nhitng diém khong hgp thanh mot
hinh thu nhat dinh gi va con la noi ctia hai dwong thang song song gap nhau
tai vé cuc. T6i bat dau nghi nhiéu hon vé diém vo cuc, cd nghi xem moi vat
& noi ay sé nhw thé nao, va vi sao tat ca nhitng dinh dé, dinh 1y va nguyén
tac lai tré thanh thyce tién xuyén hanh tinh nhw vay. Vé dém, t6i nam trén
giwong, vGi Daisy Mae gac dau duwdi chan; toi nhin 1én khodng toi trén dau
va dé tri twédng twong ctia minh ty do bay bong. Péi lic khi lam vay, t6i
thue sy cdm thdy minh dang bay, vit 1én ving troi Coalwood, bang qua
nhitng thung liing va nui doi trung diép duwdi anh trang yén lanh. Mot dém
no, khi dang thad hon minh, t6i chgt nhan ra mot sy that rang hinh hoc
phang la mot thong diép tir Chaa. Tam tri to6i dong kin lai, dwa t6i tré vé voi
thuc tai, can phong nhuw khép chat bao vay ldy t6i. Tt cai ban, cai ghé, hdc
ta, sach v@ va cd nhitng mo hinh may bay bat chot tréd nén qua chan thyec.
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Chi dén khi thdy Daisy Mae cwa quay thi t6i m&i hoan hon nhan ra minh
dang an toan trong can phong than thvong nay. Nhung du sao di nita, toi
van chwa khoi cam giac bang hoang, run ray. Roi t6i nam do6, thao thitc, co
xua di nhitng y nghi ay nhung that bat lwc, né ¢t dong lai mai trong tam tri
t0i. Ngay hom sau, roi lai hom sau nita, moi th& van tiép tuc xay ra nhw
vay. Rot cudc, toi quyét dinh di gap cha Lanier dé tam su vé diéu nay.

Cha Lanier dang trong phong sach va chao don toi mot cach than trong.
Ong did hoan toan binh an sau bai thuyét gidng vira qua tai Coalwood,
nhung c6 vé day 1a mot tinh huéng nguy hiém d6i véi Cha. Ong cho toi biét
la chinh miéng 6ng Van Dyke no6i rang Cha nén doc lai diéu 17:19 trong
sach cach ngon. Cha Lanier két luan rang mac du tin nguwdng ctia 6ng Van
Dyke c6 van dé nhung thong diép cia ong ay thi rat ro rang. Tt nay veé sau,
ban than Cha Lanier sé phai can trong hon rat nhiéu vé nhitng gi minh sé
thuyét trén buc gidng kinh.

To6i chang lay gi lam Iing tang khi trinh bay nhitng nhan dinh ctia minh
vé nhitng nguyén tac, dinh ly va tién dé vé hinh hoc phang - nhitng diéu
luén ding xuyén su6t ca hanh tinh - rang thong qua do, Chuia da gwi cho
loai ngwdi mot thong diép. Co6 vé Cha xit khong dong tinh véi y kién cta
toi cho lam. “Con dang ndi vé s6 hoc, Sonny a,” éng vira no6i vira go 1én
cuon Kinh Thanh. “Con tat ca nhitng 16i ran ctia Chda trdi déu nam trong
cuon Kinh Thanh nay day th6i.”

TG6i c6 gang dién giai thém maot hoi nita véi Cha x nhung tat ca nhitng
gi ong lam la nhip nhip 1én cuén Kinh Thanh. Thé r6i t6i chuyén muc tiéu
sang Cha Richard. Cha Bé Nhé séng buwdc cung téi doc theo 16i di hep
trong ngoi nha thd nhé bé ctia 6ng trong khi tdi trinh bay y kién. Cang nghe
toi noi, 6ng cang té ra nhuw chun hét ngwoi lai dwdi sitc ép ctia nhitng gia
dinh dé. “Lay Chua,” 6ng hit mot hoi sau. “D6 khong gi khac ngoai mot ké
hoach to 16n ctia Chtia.” No6i r6i 6ng chop lay cuon Kinh Thanh nam sau
buc giang kinh, dat né xuéng bang ghé. T6i ngoi xudng canh bén nhin dng
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ct déng md sach lién hoi. “Tw nglt van chi la tir ngir théi Sonny a,” 6ng
vita ndi vira di ngén tay 1én mot doan kinh ngau nhién. “Nhung con s6 ciing
thudc vé Chiia. Chic chén 1a vay roi.” Ong gii cdm roi huéng mét vé chiéc
thanh gia go treo trén twdng canh hép nhac. “Ta khong thé gidi ma no
dwgc.” Poan 6ng nhin sang t6i. “Con nghi la con cé thé lam duwgc khong?”

T6i nhin vai. “Khong phaéi viéc ctia con. Con chi muén biét lam sao dé
ché tao tén Itra ma thoi.”

“0, néu d6 1a tat ca nhitng gi con muén thi hdy ci¥ cau nguyén, roi Chda
sé ban cho th6i,” 6ng néi. “Ta sé giip néu nhuw con chiu hita diéu nay. Mot
khi con da thanh cong ché tao ra tén Itra va lic né bay vt l1én khong trung
thi moi ngwoi sé tung ho con. Nhung con dirng dé tam vé diéu do.” Noi roi
ong hat dau vé phia cay thanh gia. “Moi vinh quang trén trai dat nay déu
thudc vé noi nay ma thoi.”

To6i nhin 1én cay thanh gia roi cti dau, dot nhién cam thdy hodng so rang
Chda sé trirtng phat minh vi dam da dong dén ké hoach cua Ngai. “Vang
thwa Cha,” t6i nuot khan.

“Dung c6 t lam minh ngop thae nhu vay, nao, bay gio thi hay kiéu hanh
lén mot chit di nao.”

“Khong dau thwa Cha,” t6i n6i tham, véi giong nhé nhe nhat co thé.

Cha Bé Nho cudi he he he he mot lic lau. “Nao cau nho, dirng c6 phién
muon nita. Chida luon tran day long yéu ma, con khong biét diéu do hay
sao? Ngai sé chang bao gid lam hai con ca. Ngai da cé ké hoach cho con va

ca nhitng dta ban cta con r6i.”

To6i gat dau lang 1€. “R6i, vay thi di di. Ta con phai cau nguyén nita. Cha
cha, cau nhoc Coalwood nay con ngo ra duge 101 cua Chua tw trong sach
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hinh hoc phang nita chit. Ta phéi cau nguyén vé diéu do nhiéu day.” Cha Bé
Nhé két thiic cau chuyén nhu vay.

MOT BUOI SANG NO, B6 ném vai 14t banh mi vao chiéc may nuéng
nam trén ké bép roéi an nut va di pha ca phé. Bén khi 6ng quay lai thi nut
bdm van nam & vi tri d6 nhuwng chang c6 gi xay ra. Roi 6ng phat hién ra b
phan tda nhiét da bién mat. That ra vi chinh t6i da thdo n6 ra dé trac nghiém
xem hé thong danh Itra dién ctia minh c6 hoat dong hay khong.

Ciing vi ké hoach nay ma O’Dell da thdo binh ac qui trong xe tdi cta bo
cau ra. Roy Lee chd O’Dell cung chiéc binh ac qui dén nha t6i dé tién hanh
trac nghiém. That tuyét, n6 thue sy hoat dong, sgi day ctia may nuéng banh
mi di néng dé danh lira cho phan thudc sing. Nhung sau do thi bon t6i bi
phan tdm bdi chwong trinh American Bandstand va Roy Lee lan O’Dell
cung bo di, dé lai diy nhg va binh ac qui lai trong nha xe. B6i véi Bo t6i thi
ong khong cé banh mi nwéng. Con doi vGi bo cia O’Dell thi ngay hom sau,
chiéc xe tai chd rac cta 6ng sé khong hoat dong. Biéu phién mudn cung lic
dén vai ca hai gia dinh, va ro6i sy viéc duwgc truyén di nhanh chéng qua hang
rao sau nha. Chang lau sau, viéc gi mat mat xay ra trong thi tran déu dugc
do6 1én dau “may thang nhoc hda tién” ca. Mot ngay no, Me nhan dugc dién
thoai twr ong Jackson @ trén khu New Camp, ong luon ty nhan minh la mot
thg san chuyén nghiép. “Elsie, ba lam on hoi xem Sonny c6 nhin thay Jesse
hay khong?”

Me biét Jesse chinh la chu ché san ctia 6ng Jackson. “Dé lam quai gi vay
ong Jackson?”

“U thi tai t6i nghe néi cac dng twéng & Cape Canaveral dang cho mdy

con khi 1én khéng gian. T6i sg la con ba cling cho may con ché san gia 1én
trén day thi sao.”
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Me c6 nhin cwoi dap. “Ping lo 6ng Jackson a. Jesse di lang thang dau do6
va sé vé mau thoi. Toi khong nghi la mdy dita nhé dang bat git n6 dau.”

Con cho gia Jesse qua thue da tw vé nha khong lau sau do, nhung tir day
vé sau, moi lan t6i dap xe ngang qua 6ng déu doi theo t6i v4i anh mat ki la.

O’Dell va Roy Lee dang tim cach dé cai thién viéc lién lac & Cape va hai
dita né nham vao khu chudng la. Ong Carter da xay cai chudng nay vao dau
nhitng nam 1930 lam cho trd than cho nhitng con la da qua gia, khong con
sitc 1am viéc cho khu mé. Ong da ti* chéi ban ching cho nha mdy tach m&
dong vat vi nghi rang ching xitng dang dugc an huwdng tudi gia sau nhiéu
nam tan tuy céng hién cho ham moé. Sau nhiéu nam nam duwéi long dat,
ching khong quen véi anh sang nén chang lang thang ra ngoai gam co
duwgc nita. Bén khi 6ng Carter ban lai cong ty cho nha may thép thi khu
chudéng nay tré nén trong vang. Ngay sau khi mdy nguwdi trén Ohio xudng
day, ho da chd hét dam la di lam thitc an cho ché. Toi nghe ké rang vao
hém d6, Me cing mdt s6 phu nit trong thi trdn da ding khéc rong bén
dwong khi may chiéc xe tdi ché dan la bi tréi chat chay ngang qua. Lic
nho, khi choi dua quanh khu chuéng dé, 1ii nhoc ching t6i thuwdng 1én nhin
xuyén qua song ctra s6 dong bui cii ki dé chitng kién may ngan chuong
hoang vang rung rgn cung nhitng bo yén cwong c6 xwa. Trén chiéc ban
ngay gitta ngan chuong cudi co6 rat nhiéu dién thoai c6 16 si caa khu mo.
O’Dell cho rang may cai dé da la phé thai roi, néen BCMA dugc quyén s&
hitu ching. Thay vi don gian la xin phép cong ty dé cé ching thi cdu ay lai
dwa ra mot ké hoach twéng chitng nhw hay ho hon nhiéu.

O’Dell va Roy Lee da cung nhau dén khu chuéng la vao khoang ntra
dem thw 6. Ngay sang hom sau, trong khi dang xem phim hoat hinh thi t6i
nghe dién thoai reo. Dau day bén kia, Tag Farmer, canh sét thi tran, oang
oang. “Em 1én van phong 6ng Van Dyke gap di Sonny, em gdp rac roi to roi
day.”
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Khi Tag cho t6i biét chuyén gi da xay ra, t6i chi muén bép chét O’Dell
ma thoi. Tro hé nay t6i biét rang sé c6 thé lam ching to6i phai tranh xa tai
san cta cong ty mot lan nita. T6i chop 1dy xe dap réi phong nhanh xudng
Main Street.

Ong Van Dyke nhiéng may nhin t6i chay vao roi thang két lai trvdc ban.
Roy Lee va O’Dell dang ngoi trén ghé, nhin bang quo 1én twong, trong hai
dia n6 that nhéch nhac, ban thiu. “Xem nao, Sonny,” 6ng Van Dyke lén
tiéng. “Ta biét ring cau lac bd tén lta ctia chau dang can dién thoai.” Ong
to ra lanh lung, tay vé hinh mot ngoi nha tho nho 1én ban. “Va nhv vay la
bon chau quyét dinh an cip cia cong ty ha? O, bon chau nghi ring minh rat
tinh khon a, nhwng bon ta thi biét duwgc tat ca nhitng gi dién ra trong thi tran
nay, nhiéu hon bon chéu cé thé nghi day. Phai khong Tag?”

Tag Farmer dang ditng tira vao ti ho so bang go dung & goc twong, gat
dau dong tinh. Tag dang mac dong phuc bang vai kaki cta cong ty, trén ao
khoéc con deo ling lang chiéc huy hiéu hinh ng6i sao nita. Anh kha tré, chi
khodng ngoai hai muoi. Téi nghe ké rang sau khi t6t nghiép & Big Creek,
anh danh hét thoi gian cia minh trén mot ngon nii & Han Quoc, ngoi cho
quan doi Trung Quoc dén ldy mang. Nhung cé vé né khong phai 1a mot
ngon nui quan trong gi nén ho chang quan tam t6i. Khi nhiém vu két thuc,
Tag quay tré vé va vao lam viéc trong khu mé. Anh ciing xudng dugc tdi
cudi tang ham nhung khong thé nao ra khéi cai thang may dwoc. Ciing vi
Tag tirng 1a linh chién nén Poi Trudng Lair tim cho anh mot cong viéc khac
va that sy Tag t6 ra la mot canh sat tot. Chang c6 nhiéu vu an gi xdy ra &
day dé xi ly nhung anh ludn san sang dén gitip may ba co di chuyén do dac
nang va cung cap dich vu taxi mién phi cho bat cit ai yéu cau.

“Bé khoa va dot nhap dé trom cap. Anh goi do la gi, Tag? Dua trén luat
phap ay?”
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Tag nhtn vai. “Cé thé liét vao trong t0i, thwva 6ng Van Dyke.” Roy Lee
va O’Dell 6m 1y dau. T6i thi mudn khuy chan xudng.

Ong Van Dyke nga ngudi vao ghé, tiéng cot ket phét ra loan xa. “Trong
t0i! Vay la phai bo tu, phai khong Tag?”

“T6i rat tiéc, ding vay, thua 6ng.”

Thay vi mot twong lai xan lan trong doi ngli cia von Braun, gio day co
vé vién canh cua t6i la nguc tu va song sat. T6i dinh quy xuéng van xin tha
thit. O’Dell nac 16 to, con Roy Lee thi im lang khac kho. Tag do6i chan twa
roi 1én tiéng: “Ong Van Dyke 4, chiing ta c6 thé ban théo lai khong? Y t6i 1a
6 1é chiing ta khong can dua sy viéc nay ra toa @ Welch.”

Ong Van Dyke nhtn vai. “Théi dugc, néu anh that tinh muén vay Tag a.
Mac du chiing ta sé bi buia riu du luan dit doi néu chong lai luat phap day.”

Tag chi ra ctra. “Sao mdy em khong ra ngoai ng6i dgi mot 1at? Anh sé ra
ngay. Di di.”

Ching t6i tirng dita mot di ra va ngoi ¢ phong ngoai. Chi€c may danh
chit trén ban dwgc phu khan can than va ban gidy thi dwoc sap xép gon
gang. Ong Van Dyke lai mat thw ki. Nguoi mdi nhat chuyén t6i tir Ohio,
trong mot thang & day, ntra thoi gian khong lam viéc thi ¢ ta da co nhitng
giay phut vui vé nhu trén thién dang trong phong ngu caa Jake trwdce khi bi
sa thai. Rot cudc, Jake bi ra 1énh khéng dwgc hen ho véi bat cit thu ki nao
ctia cong ty nita. Vg 6ng Van Dyke ciing loan bao khap Coalwood rang lan
mudn ngwoi sau, dich than ba sé tuyén chon. “Hay dé Jake chd xem ba c6
ma t6i thué vao,” ba Van Dyke néi qua hang rao. “Va cling cho xem dén
khi nao 6ng Van Dyke hét chiu noi ba c6 dy,” théng tin tir hang rao phan
ho6i lai mot cach thich tha.
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Roy Lee ng6i lang im, li€c nhin O’Dell dang run ray thi tham vao tai toi,
thuat lai toan bo sy viéc. Vao khodng nita dém, hai dita n6 dén chudng la.
Tim thady mot chiéc 6 khoa ri sét & cira sau, bon n6 1ay bua dap cho roi ra
sau d6 can than day ctra vao trong. O’Dell cam dén pin roi khap may ngan
chu6ng trong rong, mot mui xwa cii nhw tir cd tram nam tredc xoc 1én.
Ngay ltc dé thi san nha muc nat sap am xuodng, hai dita nga nhao xudng
tang ham. Ca dan doi bay tung 1én, toan loan khap n6c nha r6i bay qua ctra
s6 vao man dém lanh gia, va r6i moi th yén tinh tré lai. Khong thoat ra
dwgc, hai dita né ngoi sudt ca dém trong d6 dén khi Tag tim thay ching.

Cudi cung Roy Lee cling m@ miéng. “TG¢ ghét cau,” cau dy néi vdi
O’Dell. R6i quay sang nhin toi. “Ghét ca cau nita.” Sau do6 n6 lai ngdm tam.

Tag di ra va dan ching t6i vao trong. Ca bon ditng cii gam mat xuéng
trong anh mat sam soi cia 6ng Van Dyke. “Cac chau nghi may cai dién
thoai cii nay dang gia bao nhiéu?”, rét cudc ong hai.

Lam sao biét dugc, ching toi [am bam.

Ong dit tay 1én chiéc may tinh mau den bing sit to twdng, gb vai cdi roi
kéo can gat, sau d6 nhin vao manh gidy két qua. “Pwgc roi. Ta sé lam nhw
thé nay mdy nhoc a. Néu bon chdu muén cé may cai dién thoai nay thi phai
trd 25 dollar, cong véi 2 dollar cho cai 6 khoa va 10 dollar nita cho cai toi
khong théng bdo cong ty vé viéc dot nhap vao chudng la. Ching ta sé
chuyén viéc nay thanh mot cudc giao dich, cach ban tré a, dé ly lich cac
chéau khong bi hoen 6. Tag da ding ra dé bao vé cho cac chau, chi cé6 Chuia
méi biét vi sao anh dy lam vay. Anh 4y bdo rang bon chau khéng phai
thudc loai may dita nhoc hay dé nwdc xa phong 1én xe hoi ctia anh ay va
khong dap vao thanh xe hoi hu doa mdy cu gia di ngang trén dwong. No6i
tom lai, anh dy yéu cau ta rong lwong vdi cac chau mac du ly tri mach bao
ta phai nhan dip nay dé dep ngay céi viéc phong tén lira trong thi tran. Roi,
vay rot cudc cac chau muon gi? Giao dich hay lanh 4n?”
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“Con bo me caa tui chau thi sao a?” t6i e de hoi.

Mat 6ng Van Dyke xoe tron ra ngac nhién day kich tinh. “Ta khong bao
gio tiét 16 chi tiét ctia giao dich vaGi khach hang nao khac ca!”

Va r6i BCMA da giao dich véi ong Van Dyke. Chiing t6i duwgc phép tra
cham 37 dollar nay trong vong 1 ndm. Mac du chang biét phdi kiém tién
bang cach nao, nhwng mién la van con dwgc tiép tuc ché tao tén lra la toi
yén tam roi. “T¢ biét cach kiém that nhiéu tién day,” O’Dell néi sau khi
ching t6i da di ra ngoai dwong. Mit cau dy sang birng 1én. “BPuc sat.” Néi
roi cau dat tay 1én canh miii, m6t dau hiéu cua sy 1én lut, hay cling c6 thé la
ltra do6i. “Puc sat, vao he t6i.”

“Cho té rit lui khoi vu nay di,” Roy Lee tuyén bo.

TRONG TAT CA CAC MON HOC O LOP 11, t6i yéu thich mén héa
hoc nhét, vi n6 dugc gidng day bdi co Riley. Co t6 ra rat nghiém khac, va
khong bao gio dé mot ai lam c6 xao lang khoi chu dé du chi mot lan.
Nhung c6 luon cé nhitng cau néi dua hom hinh dé gitp chiing t6i hung
phan va trén hét 1a niém say mé that sy v6i mon hoc nay cta c6 lam tit ca
hoc sinh phéi hoan toan cha y. Chwong trinh nang cao dwa ching toi lam
quen v6i bang tuan hoan hoéa hoc trong tuan dau tién. Bén tuan th hai,
ching t6i da bat dau can bang phuwong trinh héa hoc. Néu nhw cé gi khong
hiéu, chiing t6i dwgc khich 1é phai hoi lai va c6 sé kién nhan quay lai tir dau
dé gidng gidi dén noi dén chon. Néu nhu khong ai dat cau héi nao, co sé
xem rang moi nguwoi da hiéu bai va tiép tuc gidng. Hang dém t6i danh 1
tiéng chi riéng dé lam bai tdp mon hoa, con lai 3 tiéng dé hoc tat ca cac
mon khac.
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Mac du treong Big Creek chi cung cap cho c6 Riley mot s6 dung cu so
sai dé dién gidi nhitng gi ching t6i hoc trong sach gido khoa ra thyc té,
nhung c6 da té ra cuc ki sang tao. Mot ngay no, c6 dan ching t6i ra san
béng. Mdt san da trd nén hoang phé sau mot mua thu khéng st dung do doi
bong bi dinh chi. Bai co héo tia va nga sang mau nau, nhitng dwong bién
cling chuyén sang mau vang nhat. Ngay dén khan dai va cho danh cho
phong vién duong nhw cling bi ltin xuéng. Co Riley rai xuéng dat mat it bot
trang ti trong 2 cdi tdi gidy nhé ma c6 mang theo roi dung muodng go tron
déu ching véi nhau. Lic do téi dang ditng canh Dorothy. D4t nhién, t6i
ngd ngang nhan ra nang da xich sat lai bén, nam 14y tay t6i r6i ti nguc vao
nguwoi toi trong vai gidy trede khi di chuyén ra cho khac dé nhin c6 Riley ro
hon. T6i nguwdc 1én va thay Roy Lee dang ditng nhin minh vé nghiém nghi.
Toi danh nhan rang cudi trong nguwgng ngung.

“Pay la hon hgp cda kali clorat va dwong,” co6 Riley néi. “Nhitng gi
ching ta sap thay la biéu hién cua qui trinh 6xy hoa nhanh. Quentin, néi
cho moi nguwoi biét vé sy khac nhau gitta 6xy héa nhanh va cham xem

2

nao.

Di nhién Quentin nam rd bai tdp vé nha. “Khi 6xy phan &ng v&i mot
nguyén t6 trong mot thoi gian dai thi két qua dat dugce la sw 6xy hda cham,
ri sét 1a mot vi du dién hinh nhat,” cdu phat biéu rat ty tin. “Nhung khi 6xy
phan &ng vGi mot thit gi dé ngay lap tirc thi nang lwgng sé dwoc tao ra dudi
dang anh sang va nhiét.”

“Cam on Quentin. Hon hgp giita kali clorat va duwong nay sé minh chirng
cho qui trinh 6xy h6a nhanh.” C6 Riley quet mot que diém roi tha vao dong
bot hinh kim ty thap d6. Ngay lap tirc, mot anh Itta xet ra kem theo mot
tiéng xi 1o to. Nguyén dam BCMA ching t6i nhin nhau, khéng can néi 16i
nao vi tat ca déu dang cé cung mot suy nghi. Nhién liéu cho tén Iira.
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Sau gio hoc, toi len ban giao vién gdp co6 Riley va chi vao nham kali
clorat. “Em c6 thé 1ay nhitng gi con lai khong a?” tdi héi. T6i con ké cho co6
nghe vé BCMA, phong treong hgp c6 chia nghe néi vé né. “Ching em xay
dung mot can c - Cape Coalwood - va tén lra cling da dat dwgc mot do
cao nhat dinh. Nhung bon em can mét loai nhién liéu t6t hon.”

“Em c6 suy nghi thém vé viéc tham dw hoi chg khoa hoc khéng? C6 van
con quan ly uy ban do.”

“Em khong nghi bon em da san sang.” T6i thanh that dap. “Bon em van
con phai tim hiéu thém nhiéu van dé, néu c6 quyén sach vé no thi tét qua.”

“Sach a.” Co nghiéng dau, suy nghi. “Khong, c¢6 khong thé noéi rang da
tirng thdy mot cudn sach nao chi dan viéc ché tao tén ltra. Nhung co sé tim

»

cho.

“Co sé giup em that a? That tuyét qua. Nhung ngay lic nay thi...” toi chi
vé phia nhim bot trén ban.

Co lac dau. “Xin 16i em, c6 chi c6 bay nhiéu ma thoi. Du gi thi kali clorat
cling khong 6n dinh dudi tac dong ctia nhiét va ap suat, qua nguy hiém dé
dung lam nhién liéu cho tén ltta. Thé bd me cac em nghi gi vé BCMA?”

“Me em chi no6i l1a ditng c6 tw lam nd tung minh théi.”

CO cwoi to, roi nhin toi tram ngam c& nhw t6i 1a mot vat danh do vay.
“Sao em lai ché tao tén lita?”

Co that gan giii, dé tro chuyén nhw vdi ban be. “Em nghi don gian la vi
em muon trd thanh mdt phan trong do6 - bay vao khong gian dy,” tdi néi vdi
c6. “Moai khi ho phéng 1én mét céi gi do tir Cape Canaveral, thi... em cam
thdy nhw minh muén lam mot céi gi dé dé giup do. Nhung em chang thé
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lam gi. Néu nhu em c6 thé tw ché tao tén ltta cho riéng minh...” t6i ngung
lai, chang hiéu la minh c6 dang ndi nhang noi cudi khong nira.

Co do 10i: “Néu nhu em c6 thé ty ché tao tén Itta cho riéng minh thi em
sé trd thanh mo6t phan trong d6. Co6 cam nhan dwgc diéu nay. Da6i véi co
cling vay, nhu chuyén sang tac tho ay. P6i lic ¢o6 phdi ty lam tho - di nhién
la khong hay ro6i, co biét vay - nhwng n6 gitip c6 phan nao lién két dwoc véi
nhitng bai tho ma c6 hang tén sung. Em c6 hiéu khong?”

“Em hiéu,” t6i dap. Chwa bao gio c6 thay co6 nao lai tho 16 diéu gi riéng
tw voi toi mot cach chan tinh nhw c6 Riley vira lam, c nhw ching t6i ngang
vai vé vay.

CO cuoi vdi téi khong ngdt, trong lic ay, t6i cdm thdy nhw minh tré
thanh nguwdi quan trong nhat trén thé gidi doéi vdi c6. “Co cho em vai 10i
khuyén nhé. Bung c6 tw lam n6 tung minh 1én ddy. C6 nghi ¢6 van mudn
c6 su hién dién ctia em trong 16p hoc nay. Pwgc chi¥?” ¢6 khuyén rat chan
thanh.

“Purgc! O, ¥ em mudn néi 1a vang, thwa ¢6.”

Quentin dang ditng chd t6i ngoai hanh lang. “Co n6i gi vay?” cau dy hai.

“Co khong cho ching ta nhim kali clorat d6 vi ching qua nguy hiém.”

Cau vo vai t6i tran an. “Khong sao dau. Kali nitrat cling c6 dac tinh va so
nguyén tit 6xy gan giong vdi kali clorat. Chi can tron diém tiéu (kali nitrat)

va duong lai thi ching ta cling sé cé duwgc phéan tng giéng vira roi théi.”

Quentin dat chiéc cdp tai liéu xuéng réi 16i cuén sach hoa hoc ra tim
cong thirc. “Kali Nitrat. KNO,. Cé thanh phan twong tw nhu kali clorat chi
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khac 1a n6 cé nguyén ti kali thay vi clo.” N6i r6i cau dy dat to gidy 1én ta
khoéa va chép cong thirc xuong. “T¢ nghi néu minh tron né véi duong roi
thém nhiét thi sé dwgc 3 phan 6xy, 2 phan cac-bon di-6-xit, kém theo mot
vai chat phu khac. N6i cach khac 1a rat nhiéu khi sé sinh ra. N6 sé tao nén
mot lye day tuyét voi.”

Co6 vé Quentin néi dung. “T6i nay td sé thir nd,” toi hita.

To6i vé nha, luc loi dung cu trong ta bép ciia Me va dem xuéng ham. Lan
nay, t6i tron kali nitrat va dwong, moi thit mot thia xdp vao trong tach réi
dung muong go khudy déu; sau dé6 d6 chiing vao trong 16 dun nwdc bang
than. That hai long khi chitng kién ngon lira bung 1én giong nhu thi nghiém
ctia c6 Riley, chi khac 1a n6 mau hong thay vi mau xanh. Am thanh, cudng
do va thoi gian cua dot chay nay co vé nhu hoan toan vugt trgi so voi
nhitng gi ma hon hgp thudc stiing den trude do tao ra. Toi tiép tuc tron vai
hon hop nita, diéu chinh va ghi chu lai ty 1€ nguyén liéu cau thanh.

Lic Me dang dya vao hang rao chuyén phiém vd&i ba Sharitz thi 6ng khoi
nha ching t6i dot nhién mu mit khoi va tia ltta nhv mot nii Itta nhé. Ca hai
v0i va chay xuéng ham ngay lic t6i vira bo vao 10 mot tach hon hgp khac.
T6i dong sap ctra 10 lai r6i nhin ho cwdi bang khuén mat ngay tho... vo so
tdi. “Chao Me, chao ba Sharitz.”

“Thay chwa Elsie? T6i da bao chi la Sonny da di hoc vé r6i ma,” ba
Sharitz bao.

“Néu biét duge diéu d6 ma khong phai nho tin hiéu khéi boc 1én thi tot
biét mdy,” Me lau bau.

Toi gidi thich cho ca hai ngwoi vé viéc toi dang lam, rang t6i da phai tron
hon hop chét n6 day va lui lai sau moi lan cho mot it vao 10 nhw thé nao. Ba
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Sharitz nhin t6i biéu dién va hoan nghénh hao hitng khi nhin thay tia Iita
mau hong ban ra. “Pep qua di mat!”

Me thi t6 ra mo ho. “Pwgc r6i Sonny, Me nhac lai mot lan nita nhé.
Pirng c6 tw lam minh né tung day. Nghe chwa?”

T6i lam vé mat chan that nhat. “Vang, con nghe r6i thva Me.”

bém do, to6i do day than chiéc tén Itta véi hon hgp duwong va kali nitrat.
Hon hgp khong dwgc min cho 1am nén t6i khong thé do ching dé dang qua
cai 10 dugc ma phai vira d6 vira gé go vao thanh tén lita dé c6 thé cho
ching vao dugc bao nhiéu hay bay nhiéu. B6 vé nha va bat gap t6i. “Lai gi
nita day anh ban nho?”

“Hon hgp chat n6 day méi thwa B6,” t6i tra 10i.

“Néu n6 no, cai nha nay sé bay lén cao bao nhiéu so véi moéng ctia n6
VéIY?”

“Chac chi khoang 3 dén 6 mét thoi a.”

“Ctr lam,” B0 ndi ro6i bo di. T6i giat minh quay nguwdi lai nhin theo 6ng.
Cur lam?

Thit bay tiép theo, BCMA tap hgp lai r6i xuéng Cape dé thit nghiém.
Lan nay thi chiing t6i khong loan bao rong rai vi chwa biét hon hop chat no6
day gitta kali nitrat va dwong nay cé hoat dong hay khong. Auk IX phéng
lén vGi tiéng xi dat tiéu chuan nhuwng nhanh chéng phut tat va roi tém
xuong dat khi mdi bay cao dwgc khodng hon 30 mét tir bé phong. Chung toi
nhdt n6 dem vé 16 c6t dé kham nghiém. Khi t6i go vao than tén Itra thi mot
it manh vun roi ra. Hau hét chat n6 day da chay hét. Sherman ngwi ngwi roi
tuyén bo. “Thom nhw mui keo vay.”
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“Teén Itra keo ngot!” O’Dell phu hoa theo, ra vé ty hao cho cai tén mai
nay.

“N6 c6 vé san sinh ra rat nhiéu khéi nhung lai chay nhanh qua,” Quentin
nhan xét. “Hon hop rdi rac trong than tén Itta c6 vé khong chat. Ching ta
phai nhéi thém cho that day vao.”

“T& c6 thé thir tron thém keo dan tem vao hon hgp lan t6i,” t6i dé nghi.

“PDuong rat dé hoa tan,” Quentin vira néi vira can bd mo6i moéong manh
ctia cau dy. “No sé gitt am rat lau ddy. Cau co thé thi, du sao thi két qua
cling sé dugc thé hién ¢ day thoi Sonny a.”

“Di nhién roi,” t6i dap, cam thay hai long vi cudc thao luan ctia ching t6i
nghe c6 vé khoa hoc va chuyén nghieép.

“Céac cau chang hiéu la cac cau dang noi cai quai gi phai khong?” Roy
Lee gdng hoi.

Du ¢6 101 phan d6i sau vu tai nan & chuong la, Roy Lee van hgp tac cung
ching t6i. Quentin quac mat nhin Roy Lee, con t6i thi cwdi toe toét, vi toi
biét la cau ay cam nhan dung.

Chung t6i phéng qua tén lira ké ti€p vao cudi tuan ké tiép. Lan nay toi da
bo thém keo r6i dong day vao chiéc tén Itra. BCMA gio da c6 thém mot
thanh vién m@i. Tén cau ay la Billy, mot ban hoc cung 16p va dang song tai
Snakeroot Hollow. Nhitng dita khac dang c6 vé hitng thu vé viéc gia nhap
v6i ching t6i nhung Billy 1a nguwdi dau tién dwa ra yéu cau nay. T6i rat vui
vi c6 thém cdu 4y. Billy chay nhanh, va véi can c to 16n ma ching toi
dang c6 duoc thi cau ay sé rat hitu dung trong viéc truy tim lai may qua tén
Itra. Ngoai ra Billy cling thong minh, hon cé t6i nita néu xét vé thanh tich
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hoc tdp. B0 cua cau ay da bi sa thdi vao nam 1957, nhung gia dinh Billy
van con quanh quan cung nhitng ngudi da do trén Snakeroot. Sau lan hdi
hop v6i BCMA tai nha t6i, Me sam soi quan 4o Billy dang mac r6i kéo cau
ay lai ti quan &o cta t6i va m& ctra ti ra. Két qua la Billy lao ddo ra xe cia
Roy Lee dé vé nha vdi dong quan 4o nang trich trén tay.

Auk X tir bé phéng, kéu lén xi xi, thai ra it khoi trang vira da lam rung bo
thang bang ro6i mot chat 1ong dac nhu duong caramel ¢ ra tredc sy quan
sat cua chung t6i. “T¢ da hong ca tuan réi ma né van wét,” toi noi.

Quentin lac dau. “T¢ da canh bao cau réi ma. Puong qua dé hoa tan.”

Auk XI chita chat nd keo ngot bén trong, hon hgp chwa bi lam wét, bay
1én trong tiéng xi dat tiéu chuan nhung lai né tung, méanh v& vi vt trén dau
trong khi chiing t6i buc bdi gidm chan xuéng dat trong 16 c6t. Chung tbi ra
ngoai, vay quanh bé phéng. “Phéng doan cta t& la chat n6 day bi sup,”
Quentin noi.

Phan than tén Itta bi cong lai nhw vé chudi. Quentin gii thich thém mot
it ly thuyét. “Khi tén lra bay 1én, chat ndé day qua long léo nén bi day
nguoc vao trong. Mot lwgng qua nhiéu bi chdy cung mot lic.”

“Cai miéng 10 c6 1€ bi nghet,” Billy nhan xét, mot su quan sat sac sao doi
v0i lan dau tién cdu ra can ct.

Chung t6i quay tré lai kham nghiém qua tén lra dau tién. Dong chat 16ng
trao ra bay gio da c6 dac lai. To6i ldy que choc vao dé r6i qua quyét: “N6
chang thé nao rét vao trong dugc.”

“Nhung n6 da chay ra, khong biét n6 con chay dwgc khong?” Sherman

quan sat r6i nai.
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Dbé xac dinh viéc nay, chiing t6i dem né ra bé phéng ro6i cham ngoi. N6
chi xi xeo r6i boc chdy. Ngay ltic nay Sherman phat biéu mot diéu ma tat ca
ching t6i déu dang nghi t6i. “Néu chiing ta ndu chay chat n6 keo ngot trudc
khi bo vao than ten Iwa thi sao nhi?”

Lan dau tién ké tv khi ching t6i bat dau ché tao tén Itra, toi cam thay
ngan ngai. “T¢ khong biét nita cac cau a. Nghe c6é vé nhu sé lam no tung

dau ching ta mat.”

May dta ban ditng quanh t6i, dam chiéu nghi ngoi. “Néu nhu ching ta
lam that can than...” Billy m¢& 10i.

“N4u chay tirng chiat mot,” Sherman dé thém vao.

“Nay, t¢ la ngwoi phdi thye hién ddy. Va té nghi rang n6 chac chan sé no
tung lén mdt minh thoi.” Toi noi.

“Bon td sé ho trg cau,” Roy Lee noi.

“Té sé ché mat na bao vé vGi cai khién va nhitng thit khac,” Mat O’Dell
long Ién khi phét biéu y twong nay.

“Khong. Viéc nay qua dién r6.” t6i phan doi.

Chung t6i dirtng thanh mot vong tron, chan suc vao 16p than cam. “T¢ thi
van kién tri la ching ta nén thyc hién nd,” Roy Lee khé noi.

“Cau nghi sao, Quentin?” toi hoi.
Quentin nhun vai. “Viéc nay la quyét dinh cia cau Sonny a. N6 qua la

viéc mo ho, nhung... me kiép. N6 sé la mot chat no day tuyét voi day. T6
chac chan la vay!”
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Mot dém trong tuan tiép theo, Roy Lee cung Sherman va to6i 1én ngam
sao qua chiéc kinh vién vong trén noc nha ctia Jake. Thoi gian nay NASA
quyét dinh phéng vé tinh Pioneer 1 1én mat trang, n6 kha nho va chi nang
17kg. Pay la lan tht nghiém dau tién cia nwdc My nham vwon téi mat
trang nén tat ca ching t6i déu rat hao hitng. Bon t6i biét rang chang thé nao
trong thay dwgc vat thé nho bé nhw vay nhung duong nhw sé cam giac dwoc
¢ gan no hon tir cai mai nha nay. Pioneer 1 vach mét vong cung ltra dién
trén khong trung dén khoang 6.000 dam, chwa dén mdt phan tw quang
dwong, thi mat da réi roi nguge trd xuodng, boc chdy trén tang khi quyén
cua trai dat.

Béo chi goi Pioneer 1 1a mot that bai, nhwng doi véi ching t6i - nhitng
nguwoi con cua cac thg mo Coalwood dang ding trén noc nha cua Club
House nay - thi khong. Khi Jake xudng phong, ca bon van tu tap trén néc
nha va ban luan vé mat trang, doan xem that sy né nhu thé nao. Thinh
thodng nhom vao 6ng kinh vién vong xem c6 sy thay d6i nao vé né hay
khong.

That ra, tv khi ching t6i dé tam t6i van dé nay thi moi khai niém vé mat
trang da thay doi. Ching t6i phéng di mot chiéc phi thuyén nho, vugt qua
khoi gidi han vat ly ctia n6; vugt qua nhitng rang nui cheo leo, qua khoi
nhitng sy Itra d6i va nwéc mat cua nhitng phan doéi gay gat ban dau; ngwdong
mod nhitng miéng nui ltra, nhitng ving t6i va nhitng ngon nui ctia mat trang.
Vay thi mot ngay nao do, t6i tw nhu rang chiing t6i sé dén d6. Khong phai
chi la nhan loai n6i chung ma chinh la chung t6i, nhitng cau bé dang dirng
trén néc nha nay; néu nhw chiing t6i hoc héi dén noi dén chon va c6 da s
diing cdm. Vi thé, tr trén ndc nha nay, toi quyét dinh rang bon t6i sé niu
chdy dwong va kali nitrat.
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11. CHAT NO KEO NGOT

Auk XII - XIIT

VAO SANG THU BAY, t5i bat dau kéo day dién tir ting ham 1én bac
thang ra t6i ngoai san sau, xuyén qua hang rao ra ngd sau nha. O dé, dai
dién vai gara xe la chiéc ban an ngoai troi cii ki. O’Dell da chap va mét 1a
chan tam bg cho ching t6i - nhitng chiéc mii bong chay dan thém lén phan
lwGi trai mGt miéng nhwa trong hinh vuong dwoc nhat vé tir mot thung rac,
che phia trvdc mdt. Ngoai ra t6i con khoac thém chiéc do thay tha con lai
tir hoi Thé chién thit 2 ctia bac Joe va deo doi gang tay mua dong dé tang
thém sy phong vé. Dung cu cho lan nay con c6 chiéc bép ham va noéi dugc
trrng dung tr ti bép ctia Me, t6i nghi rang ba sé khong nhan ra sy mat tich
nay treede khi téi hoan tré ching vé vi tri cd.

Bé mat bép ham dan néng dé 1én va mdy diva khac dirng Iui lai khi t6i rac
kali nitrat vao noi. Vtra rac t6i vira lam bam cau nguyén cho n6 dirng nd
tung vao mat minh. MGt vai giot chat 16ng hinh thanh r6i s6i 1én va boc hoi
mat. Thay vay, t6i nhu c6 dong lwc hon va tiép tuc mic mot muong kali
nitrat bé vao noi, khudy déu né bang chiéc muong go (ciing “muwgn tam”
ctia Me). Mot viing chat long trong veo duge tao thanh va O’Dell (cling
dang d6i mii bdo ho ty ché, do khoac va gang tay nhw t6i) do thém kali
nitrat vao dén khi dung dich s6i luc suc trong noi, cao chirng 2,5cm. “Roi,
bay gid cho dudng vao di,” t6i thi thao, c6 vé noi lo sg lam c6 hong t6i kho
cung ca lai.

O’Dell ditng né nguwdi ra phia sau roi xuc mot it dwong dé vao noi.

Nhung chang c6 gi xdy ra ngoai viéc mdy hat dwong nhanh chong bi hoa
tan va mot mui ngot lim nhw keo vanilla mém tit trong no6i boc 1én. Nhw
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dwgce khuyén khich, cau dy do thém dwong vao, con toi thi lién tuc khudy
déu dén khi hon hgp trong néi chuyén thanh chét long sén sét mau trang
duc.

“T@ suyt sén ra quan day,” Roy Lee thd phao nhe nhom. “Né khong phat
no roi.”

“Pirng c6 noi bay,” téi quat, mo6 hdi ri vao mat cay xe. “Cau nguyén di.”

Sherman doi mii bdo ho tu ché vao, dat ngugc phan than tén Itta Auk 1én
ban ro6i néi. “Chung ta can mot cai phéu.”

Roy Lee lanh nhiém vu di tim va trong Itic luc loi ta bép thi bi Me t6i bat
gdp. “Chao c6 Hickam,” cdu ay vira néi vira ngwong ngung cuoi. “Sonny
muon ldy céi phéu.”

Me nhin cau dy véi anh mat do xét. “Co6 chi biét c6 mot cai nam trong
gara, b0 Sonny thuong dung dé thay dau cho chiéc Buick ctia 6ng dy. N6
can phéu dé lam gi vay?” Noi r6i Me phat hién ra sgi day dién kéo dai tu
nha ra ngoai san. “M4y da tui chau dang lam cai gi thé nay?”

“Da, nau chay nhién liéu tén lra a.”

Me cam cai phéu di vong qua gara, roi ba ngwri thdy mui ctia dung dich.
“Nghe c6 vé giong mui keo mém nhi.” Luc ba xuat hién, bon téi nhw té
ctirng nguoi lai. “Khong co gi dau, c tiép tuc lam di,” ba thd dai noi.

Roy Lee nhe nhang doén lay chiéc phéu ra khoéi tay Me r6i cam vao than
chiéc Auk. T6i nhac noi 1én, can than nghiéng né dé chat noé keo ngot chay
xuong phéu. Nhung n6é khong chay vao trong than tén Itta dwgc ma ngap &
& miéng phéu. Me voi va quay vao trong gara va dem ra mot cong rom dai
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bttt tir cay choéi cii. “Pay nay,” Me n6i roi thoc manh vao dung dich nam
trong phéu.

“Me!” t6i la 1én phan déi va Roy Lee kéo ba tranh xa ra. L& nhu thi nay
boc chay thi Me tham chi con khong duwgc bao vé bai may cai 1a chan chap
va cua bon t6i, qua nguy hiém.

Roy Lee dua Me vé gara con O’Dell thi cam cong rom lam thay ba. That
tuyét, no qua la hitu dung, dam dung dich ddc sét tir tir chdy vao trong than
tén Itta. “Tot hon hét la dung mot chiéc que thuy tinh,” Sherman goép y cho
lan thue hién sau.

Cho dung dich nay chi di cho mot niva than tén Itta nén chiing t6i quyét
dinh lam thém mot it nita. Nhung dé 1a mét quyét dinh cye ki sai lam. Do
trong noi con mot 16p mong ctia dung dich vira pha trede do, né da kho va
dong lai dudi day. Roi trong mot tiéng “bop” vang 1én, né phat no.

“Oi da!” Tat ca chuing t6i déu bat lui lai. Cai n6i bi hat tung 1én troi. Mot
luéng hoi boc 1én tir dam bot dang so6i sung suc mu mit khap ngod sau nhw
cot khoi tin hiéu cta tho dan Da Do.

Luc do, mot toan cong nhan trén duwong t6i mo di ngang qua to mo dung
lai theo doéi. “Chao Elsie,” mot trong s6 ho goi Me t6i. “Chi dang day may
dita tré nay niu an a?”

Vira cedi ho ho, vai ngudi trong s6 ho vira tim tum tién dén gan hon,
trong tay la may hop com trra linh kinh, mi bao ho thi quang sau dau va
ong quan nhét lung nhung trong déi giay dinh. T6i nhan ra ho la toan thg
B0 thué tam tir Anawalt dé pha n6 mot nén da to vat va xuat hién ngay trén
dwong vao khu mo mai. Ho dang tro tai mot ngoi nha & New Camp, mot
khu trong thi trdn. “May dita nhéc chiing may ngu ngoc thé?” mdot ga thot
1én, miéng thud6c 14 nhai kha to con con cang phong trong ma.
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Me cau may. “Di lam viéc di. Mady dita nh6c nay khong ngu ngoc dau.
Chung la nhitng nha khoa hoc ddy. T6i n6i bién ngay di nhé!”

bam cong nhan vtra cuoi vira luc tuc bo di, mot loang sau chi con lai
ching t6i va Me. Ca co bap trén co thé t6i ra 1énh minh phai bé chay ngay
di, va may dita khac ciing c6 vé chuan bi nhén gét tau tan mac du van dang
ding tro tai chd. Me tién dén, nhdt cai noi lén réi lang 1é quan sat. “Me
nghi néu con rita sach noi sau khi tron lan hon hgp thi né sé khong phat no6
dau.” Sau d6 Me g6 go 1én nhitng chiéc mii bdo ho tam bg, giat giat do
khoac va xem xét gang tay cua chung t6i. “D0oi cai ban do ra xa khoi gara
di. Cac con chang mudn dét chay chiéc Buick cia B6 dau, phai khong.”
ROi ba quay nhin t6i. “Con con thi di mua cho me céi n6i méi.”

“Vang thva Me.”

Ba lan lwot nhin titng diva trong bon t6i. “Me qua mét moi khi phai nhac
lai diéu nay ro6i day: Birng c6 ty lam minh n6 tung 1én nghe chwa!”

“Tui con sé ghi chép lai moi thi nhw cong thitc nau an, Me a,” toi c6 tran
an ba. “Rtra cai noi, don dep moi thi di treéc khi tui con nau lai mot mé
khac.”

“Chac chan r6i thura c6,” may dita khac nhao nhao néi theo, chan di téi
di lui trén mat dat. Ca bon van chwa chac rang cé thoat khoi rac réi to véi
Me sau viéc nay hay khong.

“Cai nay sé lam cho tén Iira cua tui con bay tot hon chit ha?” ba hai.

Chung t6i dwa mat nhin nhau. Ca bon dang hoang sg that su. “C6 1é vay”

do 1a tat ca nhitng gi toi c6 thé thot 1én.
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VAO MOT BUOI TOI NO, thay vi chém ché ngbi thw gidn trén ghé
banh xem tivi nhw thwong 1€ thi B6 bat than md& cita vao buwdc vao phong
t6i. Ong bt gip t6i dang ngdi nghi van vo vé thiét ké cta chiéc tén lia c6
kha nang bay t¢i mat trang trong khi cd dong bai tdp nha dang chd doi. “B6
nghe Me n6i con dang muén tré thanh mot ky sw ha,” 6ng noi.

“Con khong rd lam la ky sw phai lam gi,” t6i dap. “Con chi biét rang
minh mu6n ché tao tén Itra thdi a,” t6i bd sung thém, hong ngan chan truéc
nguy co ctia mot cudc tranh luan sé no ra.

“Co rat nhiéu diéu dé dé cap tdi ky s n6i chung hon la chi riéng vé tén
Itta,” giong B& c6 vé khan duc. Ong ding hing cho giong diu lai, cAm ban
V€ cua toi 1én r6i liéc so qua. “Néu nhw con mudn trd thanh ky sw thi treéc
hét con phéi hiéu ré ho phai lam gi dé kiém song.” Noi roi Bo dat ban vé
trd lai ban va nhin mot lwgt khap phong t6i, day la lan dau tién 6ng lam nhw
vay. Ong dirng lai mot Iic 1au ¢ mdy céi than tén lira Auk dang dé trén noc
tl quan do. “May vu ché tao tén Iita & Cape Canaveral chi gioi dot tién cia
nguwoi dong thué dé hu doa bon ngwdoi Nga thoi. Mot ngudi ky su thue thu
phai lam ra cai gi d6 dé sinh lgi cho dat nwéc cta ho.”

“Vang thwa B6.” T6i nghi don gian rang néu dong tinh ngay vGi Bo thi
sé c6 thé lam ong roi khoi phong.

“Viéc dau tién bay gio 1a bo sé néi cho con biét mot ngwoi ky sw phai
lam gi,” B6 ndi.

Sau d6 B6 bat dau ké cho toi vé nhitng ké hoach cua 6ng. Moi thit déu

rat hoanh trang, t6i ¢t nhin 6ng va ha hoc mém ra. “B6 noi that chi?” Té6i
cam thdy ty dac. Pay la diéu ma B6 chwa bao gio yéu cau anh Jim lam ca.
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“That. Bén ldc con phdi nhin nhan dwogc thyc té vé cai thi trdn nay roi
ddy.” B0 bao.

BASIL c6 mat tai budi phong tén Itra tiép theo va ditng ghi chép lia lia
vao cudn s6 tay cta anh. Phan h6i m§y man tir cac bai bao trwdc lam anh
quyét dinh dang cho chiing t6i mot phéng sy dai ky. Nho bai bao va nhitng
bang thong cdo cia ching td6i nén hém nay cé dén 50 nguwdi dang c6 mat &
day dé theo doi lan phong nay. T6i hy vong rang sé khong lam cho ho phai
that vong. Auk XII chém ché trén bé phong, n6é dugc ché tac theo thiét ké
tot nhat cho dén thoi diém nay, nhung con vé chat no keo ngot dwge nau
chdy dang nam bén trong sé hoat dong nhu thé nao thi ching t6i hoan toan
mu tit. T6i thi e ngai, con Quentin thi rdt chdc chin vé vu né. “it nhat 1a
phai ton 3 qua tén Ita cho lan thir nghiém nay tridc khi ching ta cé thé tim
ra dugc hon hgp ding dan nhat,” cau dy phéng doan. Sherman di xudng
dwong dé nhac nhéd moi ngwoi hay ding lui ra xa, tot nhat la nap dang sau
mdy chiéc xe hoi va xe tai caa ho. Lic nay Buck va mdy tén cau thu ciing
c6 mat, bon ching lang 1€ ditng thanh nhom riéng véi vé mat rau ri.

Nhung chi cé bon cau tha la nhw vay théi, nhitng khan gia con lai déu té
ra rat han hoan. “Tién 1én nao, Big Creek,” mot s6 nguwdi hé hao ¢t nhw
dang c6 vii cho doi bong vay. Sau dé ching téi giwong cao 14 cO cua
BCMA 1én va moi ngudi bat dau hat vang bai ca truyén thong cuia treong.
“Tién lén nao mau xanh va trang, chiing ta hoan toan xirng dang cho cuéc
chién dém nay! Hdy giir chdt qua bong va cham dén vach chién thang, moi
ngoi sao cua Big Creek sé toa ruc sang ngoi...”

Trudc day toi chwa tirng biét cdm gidc ctia ngwdi nhan 1ay sw 6 vii tir bai
héat nay, nhung bay gid thi t6i da dugc ném trai, that tuyét. Mot tén cau thu
hét 1én nhao bang gi d6 nhung chang ai dé tam, moi ngwdi van hat vang.
Tiép d6é may co ban tré ho vang khau hiéu nhw cac hoat ndo vién thuong
lam: “Tién Ién, nhitng cau bé hoa tién, tién lén nao!” Liic nay Buck va dam
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cau thu da khong con chiu dung dwoc nita, chiing t6 vé phan ng, chui vao
xe r0i phong thang.

Pay cling 1a 1an tién ma ching t6i s dung hé thong cham ngoi bang
dién. T6i chap day dién vao binh ac-qui ctia xe hoi (mdt chiéc binh cii dugc
O’Dell thu lvgm trong kho phé liéu tir thoi chién tranh) va Auk XII phong
lén troi roi la la roi xuéng. Quentin chay ra khoi 16 cot, 16ng ngong véi
phdt minh méi ma cdu goi la “mdy kinh vi”™. N6 duoc “ché tao” tir cdn
chéi véi mét dau duoc gdn thudc do goc ndm ngugce, dau kia gdn cdy thuéc
thdng co thé xoay vong quanh moét chiéc dinh. Cdu dy cdm né xubng bdi
than cdm roi quy xuéng nheo mdt nhin doc theo cdy thuéc thang nhdm vao
chiéc tén Itra dang bay 1én v&i m¢t dun khéi xd ra tw ddy trdng xda trén nén
troi xanh trong. Xuobi theo chiéu cao ma Auk dat duoc, Quentin nhin vao
con s6 ldy dugc tir thude do goc roi doc to 1én va rut chiéc but chi dang
gidat trén vanh tai xuéng, hi hody ghi lai két qua trén miéng gidy. Néu nhw
chiéc mdy kinh vi nay thdt sy hoat dong hiéu qua thi nho vao luong gidc,
chting toi sé tinh ra do cao tén lira dat duoc.

DPubi khoi cua Auk XIT van phut ra ao at ngay khi n6 mat dan dong lyc va
bat dau roi xuoéng. Dén khi dam sam xuong bai dat thi n6 van tiép tuc xit
kho6i mu mit. Trong khi khan gid c6 vii ho reo nong nhiét, chiing t6i dudi
theo chiéc tén lira va quan sat nhitng dot boc chdy xi xéo cudi cung cua
chat n6 keo ngot. T6i nhan ra ngay nguyén do lam tén lira mat di lyc day:
“Cai miéng tén lira da bay mat,” T6i bdo v&i moi ngwoi. “Chac han n6 da bi
no bay ra mat r6i.”

Ching t6i tum lai quan sat ti mi hon thi thdy m6i han van con nguyén
ven nhung phan gilta ctia miéng tén Itra thi bi tiéu mat r6i. Quentin buéc
tirng buwdc vé phia bon t6i. “Ba tram bén mwoi tam,” ciu ay dirng dém &
buéc chan cudi cung. “T¢ wdc chitng 84cm cho chiéu dai moéi sai chan.
Vay tinh ra khodng 292m.” - Quentin nham nhanh ra. N6i r6i cau ay luwét
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doc ngon tay 1én bia sau cudn sach lwgng giac cia Jake dé tim cong thirc.
“Xem nao, tang cua goc 40 do la khoang 1.84. Cur cho la 1.8 di. Nhan vadi
chin tram sau muoi...”

Chtng t6i nong rudt dgi két qua tinh nham cia Quentin. Nhung khong
1au sau thi cau da cho biét. “231,5 mét!”

O’Dell hu len va nhay mua.

Auk XIII sau do ciing roi khoi bé phong trong khoi bui mu mit nhu qua
tén Itta “tién boi” caa n6. Chat no keo ngot qua rat néng. Qua tén Ilia
nghiéng qua mot bén, xit ra dam khoi trang ro6i phéng lén troi. Khi roi
xuong, n6 bién mat sau bui cdy day dac. Ching t6i con nghe ré dugc tiéng
né dam vao canh cdy roi roi xudng. Cai cay so6i “nan nhan” do6 rung roi day
nhitng chiéc 1a vang nhw dang vay goi chiing t6i. Pén ddy ldy no di, qua tén
Itta dang ¢ ddy nay. Trong Iic nhdy mia cuong loan thi O’Dell da v6 tinh
lam d6 cai may kinh vi cia Quentin nén ching t6i khong lay dugc chiéu
cao cua qua tén lra nay, nhung rd rang la n6 khong bay cao bang Auk XII.
Khi chung t6i tim lai dwgc no6 thi cling twong ty: miéng tén ltta da bi tiéu
mat. “Co 1a n6 khong chiu néi nhiét do nay,” Billy nhan xét.

T6i quan sat miéng tén ltra roi két luan: “Cac cau biét sao khong? Theo
t@ thi n6 bi gadm mon mat roi.”

“Sy 6xy hdéa nhanh!” Quentin biing tay qua quyét. “Sonny cua t6! Cau
qua that nhay bén! Lé ra t& phai nhan ra diéu nay réi chit nhi! Gidéng y nhw
nhitng gi xdy ra trong tiét hoc cta c6 Riley. Nhiét két hgp v6i luong khi 6xy
thdi vao lién tuc - moi viéc 1o roi day. Cac cau a, bay gio cai ching ta can &
day la mot chat liéu c6 thé vira chiu dwgc nhiét va cd sw 6xy hoa nita.”

Khi ching t6i xudng ndi véi qua tén lira trong tay, tat ca khan gia da ra
vé, nhung Buck va dong bon lai quay trd lai. Bon chiing dang tu tap tai 16
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cot, thao banh no ra, titng miéng tirng miéng maot bang nhitng cai moc 16p.
Ca bon t6i gam lén va lao vé phia ching.

“Nao, vao day nao, 1ii bé gai thoai hoa kia!” Buck hét len, mat do nhw
gac.

Dau biét rang chung t6i chang thé nao danh lai bon né, nhung phai lam
diéu gi d6 chi. T6i lwvgm mot cuc da 1én, may dia kia cling hua theo nhw
vay roi dong loat ném vao ching. Cudc téng tdn cong do hau hét déu truot
muc tiéu nhung it nhat cling lam ching né tranh mot cach vat va. Sau dé
bon chiing lao vao giap 14 ca, va ching toi hiéu nhw thé 1a tiéu roi... Ngay
lic d6, may man thay tiéng coi xe tir chi€c Mercury ctia Tag Farmer vang
1én, anh dang lai vao bai than cam. Trong khi cd dam héa tién chung t6i va
1 cau thu chét ditng ¢ do thi Tag nhan nha bwdc ra khoi xe, mii quan canh
vat véo sau gay, anh cit giong lé nhé hoi. “Vu gi dang xdy ra thé, may
nhoc?”

“Khong c6 gi cd,” toi dap. Toi khong dinh khai Buck ra, con trai
Coalwood khong bao gio hanh x* nhw vay ca. “Bon em chi dang dinh don

dep can c thoi a.”

Tag hat ham vé phia Buck va may thang dong bon, tay chiing van con
nam chat ndam dam v§&i nhitng cai moc 16p. “Bon n6 dang gitp em that a?”

‘cvang a-”

Tag tir tén bwdc lai 16 c6t, dam chiéu nhin vao may manh van da bi giat
tung ra. “Buck?” Giong anh nhe nhang.

Buck ngoan ngoan tién lai phia anh canh binh. “Vang, thwa anh?”
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“Em la thg moc a?”
“Khong... khong thwa anh.”

“Vay dén luc phai tap lam r6i ddy. Co6 vé vai tdim van da bi bung khéi cai
16 c6t nay.”

“Vang thuva anh.”
“Em stra n6 lai dwgc chir ha?”
<cvang a.”

Tag gat gu. Buck khom ngudi nhdt may tam van lén. T6i budc lai dwa
cho han cay bua (chiing t6i luén dem theo hép dung cu) va han bat dau lam
viéc. Tag cuwoi tham roi loanh quanh & d6 dén khi moi ngudi roi khaéi.

SANG CHU NHAT, tbi gia v nga nuwéng (mot phan trong ké hoach ctia
B0O dwa ra nham tranh moi phién phitic cé thé xdy ra). Me x6 ctta phong
buwdc vao la toang 1én. “Day mau, kéo con tré tiét hoc ngay Cha nhat mat!”

To6i khong dinh néi doi véi Me nhung sau doé t6i nghi lai, vi nhw vay tot
cho ba. “Con mét qua Me a, c6 nhiéu bai v& va nhiéu thi khac qua. Me lam
on cho con nghi hom nay nhé? Chi hom nay thoi dvgc khong?”

Me quay luwng buéc ra khéi phong réi néi vong lai. “Néu con quyét dinh
lam mot ké ngoai dao thi me dau la gi dé cdm can con?” R6i ba hoi thic
Jim ra khéi phong tam dé chd ba t6i nha tho. Jim no6i vong ra rang anh méi
chi ¢ trong nha tam vai phut théi ma. Nhung t6i biét ngay rang Jim chai
chudt cling da it nhat la ca gio dong ho roi.
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Cho cho Me va anh Jim khuat bong, t6i litng thitng tién vé nha than, B6
dang dgi to6i & do. Nguoi téi nhw run 1én vi phan khich. T6i da song &
Coalwood ca doi roi nhung chwa bao gio dwgc dén noi ma Bo sap dan di.
T6i sap duge vao ham mo! Va su that hung hon la B yéu cau dan t6i chw
khong phéi dan Jim, diéu nay cang tr@ nén trang trong hon trong sudt ca
tuan qua moi khi t6i nghi vé né. B6 “soi” toi ki lwdng tir dau dén chan khi
t0i budc vao van phong cia 6ng. “Con chac la khong hé rang véi Me mot
101 nao phai khong?”

“Khong dau thwa B6!” Toi dong dac dap lai.

“Té6t. Sau khi xong viéc thi bo sé tam rira sach sé cho con, khong lwu lai
bat cit ti vét nao dé Me biét dau.”

T6i nghi ngd vé tinh kha thi cta ké hoach nay nhung vui vé chap hanh.
No6i cho cung thi Bo ro rang hiéu Me hon t6i ma. “Lai day nao,” B0 vay tay
goi toi lai va trdi tam ban do6 khu mé 1én ban. Sau d6 6ng chi tay vao mot
duwong den si ngodn ngoéo chay ngang ban do. “Po la via than Pocahontas
SO 4, mé than mém t6t va tinh khiét nhat trén thé giéi ddy. Nhitng duong ké
nay biéu thi cho nhitng duwong ham ma chiing ta da dao qua trong qua trinh
khai thac.” Tiép d6 B6 md& ngan kéo va 16i ra mot tdm biéu do khac. “Pay
la biéu d6 nhin ngang ctia mét via than dac trung. Than bi phu 1én trén bai
da phién sét (loai d@ mém dé v& thanh nhitng manh mong, bang phang),
hay con goi la da tran. Con & dudi 1a da nén. Nhitng k¥ sw phai biét cach
gilt cho da tran khong bi sap xuong va di doi da nén dé thong 16i di.

“Lam ky s trong ham mo can rat nhiéu kinh nghiém va biét tinh toan ki
lvdng,” BO vira néi vira nhin vao mat t6i. T6i nghi rang 6ng mudn tim trong
d6 mot dau hiéu cho thay t6i dang hiéu nhitng 101 6ng néi. “Mang song cua
nhitng cong nhan lam viéc ¢ dwdi do phu thugc hoan toan vao cac tinh toan
ding dan caa ky su ngay tiv dau. Khong phai nhw nhitng tén ché tao hoa
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tién - may nha khoa hoc dién khiing nguai Ditc ay - chi biét quang dai may
th 1én troi réi ngéc mo chd xem ching c6 hoat dong hay khong.”

Tbi c6 nén 1ong khong phan tng lai dinh kién ctia B6. Ong tiép tuc giang
gidi. Cong ty than sit dung hé thong khoi. Moi khdi dai khoang 27 mét va
rong chitng 23 mét va dugc qui hoach lai titng cum gom 4 khéi. Sau dé cac
khoi d6 dwoc may khai thac than tw dong lan lwot dao 1én dén khi chi con
khoang 4,5 mét vuong. Nhitng khoi con lai d6 dugc goi la cot, nhung sau
cung ciing sé bi khac thac nét. Trong su6t qua trinh do, cac cot chong, then
cai va gian d& ctia phan mai phai dugc tinh toan ki cang dé dam bdo gilr
vitng dwoc cho tran khong sup xuéng.

ROi B6 chuyén qua dé tai wa thich nhat cua 6ng: hé thong thong gié
xuyén sudt ham mo. “Néu khéng khi bi ngtrng doi lvu thi khi mé-tan ro ri
ra tr than sé ngay cang day dac va chi can mot tia Itta xet ra thoi thi ca khu
mo sé no tung. Dé dé phong, ching ta phdi sit dung hé thong ap suat.
Nhitng cai quat gi6é sé lam tang ap suat trong ham mo 1én cao hon trén mat
dat mot chut. Hé qua 1a khi mé-tan sé tran ra ngoai qua nhitng 6ng thong

SR}

gio.
“Bo thiét ké ra hé thong nay a?” To6i hoi.
“Bo da lam phan 16n,” B6 dap, mat liéc xudng ban vé ctia minh.
T6i cdm thady mo ho kho hiéu vé diém nay. “Vay ra B6 1a ky sw a?”

B6 dot nhién lai qua luat 1é. “Khong. Mot ky suw phai c6 bang cap han
hoi.”

T6i quyét dinh st dung phwong phap suy ludn dién dich cta thay
Hartsfield. “Jake Mosby la mot ky sw,” toi noi.
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“Pung.”

“B0 biét vé viéc khai thac mé nhiéu hon anh ay.”

“Ciling dung ludn.”

T6i nhtn vai. “Vay B0 cling 1a ky s chit con gi nita, ding khong a?”

B0 lac dau. “Sonny, can phdi cé bang cap ti truong dai hoc dé tré thanh
k¥ su thye thyu. B6 khong c6 mot manh gidy 16n nao ca, nghia la chang bao
gio diéu do trd thanh hién thyc véi B6.” 6ng néi va nhin t6i suy ngam.
“Nhung con thi c6 thé.”

Khong biét ndi gi nén tdi cling chang tra 16, chi dan mat vao may tdm
biéu do6. “May cai nay thu vi qua,” toi that long thot 1én.

B6 dan t6i vao nha tam, mé& ta cua 6ng lay cho t6i bo do 4o lién quan,
do6i giay dinh, mii bdo hd mau trang va day lung dung dung cu bang da.
Lic cung B6 ra thang mdy, ong chi cho t6i cach kep dén 1én mi. Khi c6 gan
den, chiéc mii tr& nén nang né hon rat nhiéu. T6i phdi quay qua quay lai
cho quen dan véi sitc nang cia n6 dén khi cam thay thodi mai hon. B6 nhin
t0i do xét mot lwgt r6i chinh siva lai cai mi, that lvng dén khi cai nit nam
chinh té ngay dang truwdc va cuc pin thi kep ngay bén hong phai. T6i cam
giac nhu minh la mot chu linh dang chuan bi duyét binh vay. “R6i, con nhin
giong mot quan doc mé thyc thu réi ddy,” BO cat tiéng sau mot lwgt kiém
tra nita. “Bi nao.”

Nguoi gac thang mdy day canh ctra sang mot bén cho tdi dat budc chan
dau tién trong doi minh 1én san go cia nd. T6i chgt nhé lai nhitng khoanh
khac cua thoi au tho khi chitng kién titng nguwdi thg mo bién mat vao trong
béng t6i. Bay gid thi dén lugt toi roi! T6i cam thdy rd tim minh dap nhanh
hon. Nhitng tdm van 16t san dat cach xa nhau dén noi toi c6 thé thady dugc
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nhitng gi ¢ gitta ching mdc du duéi dé chi la mot khe vye den kit ma thoi.
Bét chot toi cdm thay sg rang hai b6 con sé bi roi ao xuéng duwdi mat. Rot
cudc toi cling nghe 3 hoi chuéng bao hiéu thang mday sap dwgc tha xuéng.
To6i hit mot hoi sau, kho khe. Cudn day treo thang may bat dau kéu 1én kéo
ket va ching t6i dang roi xuéng mot cach nhanh chéng, rudt gan to6i nhw
muon trao lén c6. Bat giac t6i chop lay tay B6 nhung r6i buéng ra ngay
trong sy nguong ngung. Nhung ong chang noi gi cd, réi toi chi tdm nhin
vao mdy cuc da dinh trén duvong ham lwét ngang qua mat minh. May nguoi
cong nhan da dao duwong ham nay hoan toan bang tay, nhung t6i chang thé
twong twong dugce ho da lam nhw thé nao. L tré bon téi phai mat ca ngay
chi dé dao mot cai ho nho dé dung 16 cot & Cape Coalwood.

Xuyén qua ké hé dwdi san, toi bat dau nhan thady dwoc anh sang hat 1én
tlr sau tham. Cai 6 vudng tran ngap anh sang trén dau chuing to6i bay gio chi
con nhu mot ng6i sao nho le 16i ma théi. Ching t6i dang bat dau bi long dat
nuot dan vao bung va that sy bay gio toi chwa biét chinh xac rang minh c6
thich cdm gidc nay hay khong nita. T6i nhé rang Tag da tirng té citng nguoi
khi xudng téi day ham va nhat quyét khong chiu bwdc ra khoi thang may.
Bay gio thi t6i hoan toan hiéu dwgc noi sg hai dé caa anh roi.

Khi chiing t6i xuéng gan t6i day, thang may giam toc, giat giat vai cai roi
nhe nhang dap xudng bé da bang phang. T6i bat dén mi l1én va nhin thay
mot toan cong nhan dang ding dgi ¢ do, c6 ca chu Dubonnet nita. Chu to
ra ngac nhién khi nhin thdy t6i. “Nguwdi méi hda Homer? N6 sé phéi gia
nhap Lién minh Cong nhan thoi.”

“Sonny dang dy dinh tré thanh ky sw ham mé,” B6 nhan manh. “Mot
nhan vién cua cong ty.”

“R0i, 16i,” 6ng Dubonnet dap lai, t6 vé mat hitng. “Diéu nay c6 nghia gi
khong nhi?”
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Bao quanh ching t6i 1a nhitng bitc twong xam xit, citng nhac. T6i cam
thdy nhu minh dang & mot hanh tinh khac vay. Nhitng thi¢ than thudc véi
toi hang ngay nhw cay c6i, bau trdi, ndi déi chang hién dién ¢ day. Ngay ca
khong khi ciing c6 mui khac la, nhv thudc sting am. Xa xa bén tay phdi la
may dwong ray, mot dau xe Itta chay bang dién mau vang to oach dang nam
chém ché ¢ do6, ndi ti€p sau dudi la vai toa tau nhé. Mot duwong ham ndi vé
phia bén trai, t6i thay anh sang xanh nhe ctia dén huynh quang hat ra tir ctra
sO cuia ng6i nha bang xi-mang tho; tr dé6 phat ra nhitng tia chdp trang nha
1én di kém vd&i nhitng tiéng xi xi ddc trung cta viéc han xi. B6 nhan ra t6i
dang nhin vé phia dé nén giai thich ngay. “Bo thiét 1ap mot xwdng kim khi
dién may ngay duwdgi day dé tiét kiém thoi gian van chuyén nhitng thiét bi
can stta chira.”

“Chu Bykovski co trong dé khong B6?” t6i thac mac.

B0O giam do6i giay dinh xudng dat. “Tke khong con la thg may nita dau
Sonny. Bay gio ong ta da la mot thg van chuyén ctr khoi r6i.” Néi réi Bo
buwdc vé phia tredce. “Bi nao. Chiing ta cing xuéng duwdi duong ray nao.”

B0 dan toi tién vé phia cai dau may, dirng lai va tro chuyén cung nguoi
diéu khién. T6i nhan ra 6ng - 6ng Weaver, c6 con la anh Harry hoc trén toi
5 16p. Harry da gia nhap Marine Corps va déng quan tai Lebanon khi Tong
théng Eisenhower quyét dinh hd trg noi d6. Ong Weaver dang ngdi phia
tredc canh can diéu khién bo phat nang lwong bang dién cho dau xe lira.
“Chao Sonny,” 6ng vay toi.

“Chao chu.”

“Chd bon t0i 1én hién treong lam viéc nao, Frank,” Bo ra 1énh.

“Pugc ngay thoi.”
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RO6i B0 dan t6i xudng toa tau khac, 6ng goi n6 la “xe than ngam”. N6 la
mot loai toa tau thap bang thép, c6 hai bang ghé bang kim loai déi dién
nhau giong nhu xe liva.

Chung t6i chui vao trong xe than ngam, ngo6i canh nhau, mat huéng vé
phia trwdc. Sau d6 Bo dap 1én néc toa ra hiéu cho 6ng Weaver biét chiing
t0i da san sang chod tau xuat phat. Xe than ngam trong tranh lac lw mot lic
ro6i bat dau lao xudng dwong ham t6i den bat tan. B6 cho t6i biét rang ching
toi hién dang di trén “dwong ray chinh”. Cudc hanh trinh da kéo dai dugc
20 phat trong tiéng lach cach ctia dwong ray dwdi chan va nhitng chiéc
béng ctia mdy cdy xa do néc ham vut qua trén dau nhw dam rirng ngam
xam xit. Pén doan dwong thang, dau may gam lén kéo ching t6i bay xuéng
dwong ray, chiéc xe than ngam lic lac va run 1én ban bat. T6i ngti 10 dugc
hoi néng tir dau may bdc ra hitng hye. Lic sap dén doan cua, 6ng Weaver
kéo thang lam may banh xe rit 1én nhuw hang nghin con heo bi tra tdn dang
kéu la inh 6i. T6i dé hai tay gitta hang va bam chat vao ghé dé khoi bi nga
khi vao khuc cua.

Trong khi virgt qua dwong ham, thinh thoang toi trong thay anh den le 16i
t* mii cia mdy cong nhan & nhitng nhanh ham nhé nhwng vi qua t6i nén
chdng xac dinh dwgc ro 1a ho dang lam gi. T6i bén hoi B6 va ong cho biét
rang ho dang “tao bui”: la cong viéc rac bot da ra xung quanh nham han
ché khong khi va than hoa lan vao nhau cé nguy co gay n6. Sau mét lic &
dwéi nay, t6i nhan ra ham mé khoéng phdi 1a noi hoan toan t6i tam, lanh 1éo
va xdu xi nhv minh hang twéng twgng. Khong khi mat mé va kho réo. Khi
dirng lai nhwong dwong cho mot doan xe than thap chay ngang qua, t6i nhin
xuong duwong ham va trong thay nhitng 16p mica trén da lap lanh nhw kim
cwong.

T6i con nhd ¢6 1an B6 mang vé nha vai vién pha 1é mica va dat 1én ban

cho Me kéem mot tdm thiép, trong dé viét: Em luén muédn cé kim cuong
nhung anh chi c6 nhitng thi¥ nay théi. Anh vdc gi chiing cé thé bién thanh
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kim cuong thdt sy. Sang hom sau, Me dé lai manh gidy khac dap lai Bo: Em
chva bao gio can kim cwong cd. Em chi muén mét it thoi gian ctia anh
danh cho em ma théi. PB6 ludn la tdt cd nhitng gi em cdn. Nhung toi biét
rang ba chang khi nao quang ching di ca. Cé lan trong lic luc loi gidy viét
& hoc ban cta ba, téi da trong thdy mau gidy va nhitng vién da do.

Khi xe than ngdm dirng lai, B6 nhay phéc xudng. “O hién trudng lam
viéc hom nay dang dién ra mot cong doan dao than, B6 mudn con chitng
kién,” 6ng bdo t6i. Sau khi tréo ra khéi xe, t6i v0i vang ditng day va va dau
vao néc ham manh dén noi lao dao suyt té. Toi loang choang nhin 1én, thi
ra minh da va vao néc ham day nhitng thanh xa d& nam lién tiép cach nhau
vai chuc centimet. B6 bé mac rac r6i cia t6i va tiép tuc buwdc di that nhanh
ma khong ngoai lai. T6i voi vang theo gét ong va mii toi c& dap vao noc
ham lién hoi tao ra chudi am giat cuc kho khoc. Méi khi toi nghi rang minh
da bat dwgc nhip di chuyén thi lai bi ddp dau. Mot lan bi dap manh dén noi
toi nga lan ra dat, mii vang ra va mac lai béi sgi ddy mang vao cuc pin gan
¢ that lung. To6i 16m com bo theo, dén lic lwgm lai dwgc mi thi B6 da
khuat dang sau khic quanh. Tt day t6i thady duge anh den tr mii Bo hat 1én
vach da dang xa. T6i voi vang dudi theo 6ng, mii van 16p cop va vao néc
ham; nguy co dau c6 tir viéc nay cang lic cang rd rang. Chang bao lau sau,
B0 da di qua xa va chac chan rang t6i sé khong bat kip ong. T6i bat dau
hoang mang t6t d6. Viéc gi sé xdy ra néu toi thwe sw bi lac? Néu nhu den
hét pin thi chang ai c6 thé tim thdy toi nita!

Bat chot t6i nghe thay ti€éng 6n am 1 twédng chirng nhw ham moé dang bi
pha tung lén. T6i mudn bo chay that xa, nhung biét di dau bay gio? Ngay
lic toi vira ré ngang thi bat gap mot c6 may to 1én, c6 day dén chiéu xung
quanh; n6 dang dao bdi dién cuéng vao vach twong day than. Bo ditng sang
mot bén theo doi tién do cong viéc, nhin thay t6i, 6ng ngoac lai.

“Pay la may khai thac than ti dong!” 6ng gao lén trong tiéng 6n phat ra
tlr c6 may. Doi vai t6i, né nhw con quai vat khong 16 tir thoi tién s vay. Bo
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xua t6i ra tranh dwong cho mdt xe xuc than chay vao, hai cdi can xtc nhin
nhw cang cua ctia n6 gom than roi ra dang sau may khai thac than ty dong.
Khi xe da day, n6 lui tré ra, 16i theo mé day dién long thong phia sau. T6i
nhan ra day la loai xe ma chi Bykovski dugc giao nhiém vu diéu khién nén
c6 nhin vao trong xem c6 phdi chu dy dang & trong d6 khong. Nhung hoa ra
nguoi dang 1ai la chi Kirk, bé cia Wanda, m6t em hoc sinh nit hoc sau t6i
mot 16p. Wanda c6 giong hat tuyét voi va dang tham gia doi hat hgp ca caa
nha treong. Cha Kirk 14i xe dén canh mot toa tau va trut than xudng do.

Tiéng 6n qua la dinh tai nhitc 6c. BO phai hét vao tai t6i, c6 gang giai
thich nhitng qui trinh dang dién ra. Nhitng thg mo dang khai thac than
trong mot khéi mo than cho dén khi chi con lai mot cai cot cho vo. “Mot
nguoi k§ s mo phai hiéu biét vé cac loai da nam trén may cai cot nay! Néu
nhw bi qua tai thi ching sé phat no! Lan gan day nhat tai nan nay xay ra, né
da n6 banh mot chiéc xe xtc tan thanh tirng manh vun!”

To6i nhin chiéc xe xtic cha Kirk dang 1ai va co twdng tuwgng cai sitc manh
du dé xé banh n6. Nghi r6i t6i lai thac mac dén s6 phan cia ngwoi lai liuc do
va dinh bung héi nhung B6 cat ngang. “Day la nhitng cong viéc thyc té cta
k¥ su day Sonny!” 6ng hét 1én, khoat tay khap quang canh cia céng truong.

Nguoi doc cong ctia nhom thg nay nhin thay chiing t6i va tién lai gan.
Khuon mat den si ndp duwdi chiéc mi bdo ho trang dy chang ai xa la ma
chinh la bac Robert, anh trai cia Me. “Cha Homer, chau Sonny,” bac vira
chao vtra nhin cham cham vao t6i mot cach ki quac. “Elsie khoe khong?”

“Van tot, anh Bob a,” B6 buc doc tra 10i.

“Co ay co biét Sonny xuong day khong?”

“Anh chi can biét la t6i chang bao gio dwa né t6i noi nao khong an toan
ca.” Bo dap.
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“T6i chi khong biét rang c6 dy c6 dong y vGi viéc nay hay khong ma
thoi,” bac Robert that tha n6i, chan may nhwéng ca lén.

“Ct dé Elsie day t6i lo,” BO qua quyét noi.

Sau dé Bo6 va bac Robert bat dau ban vé céng viéc con toi thi di loanh
quanh, c6 tim mot géc nhin t6t hon dé quan sat chiéc may khai thac than ty
dong va chiéc xe xiic dang can man trong diéu nhay khai thac than cua
ching. Bac Robert phat hién ra t6i lién néi: “Cho d6 ditng khong 6n dau
Sonny.” No6i roi bac cam mot cay go dai chirng 1 mét va choc 1én néc ham.
Ngay titc thi mot tang da long ra va roi am xuéng canh cho t6i dang dirng.
T6i nhdy dung lén va lai dap dau lan nita, c6 dau diéng! Bac Robert cuoi
cwoi. “Duéi nay ai cling phai suy nghi can than titng gidy, Sonny a.”

T6i di chuyén dén vi tri bac Robert chi dinh ngay dwéi mot thanh xa
ngang va tiép tuc quan sat dén khi B6 dan t6i vé lai xe than ngam. Trong
khi xe lan banh vé lai dwong ray chinh thi t6i suy ngam lai tat ca nhitng gi
minh vira dugc thdy. T6i that nong long mudn ké véi may diva ban nhung
nghi lai thi khong thé lam vay, diéu nay phdi dugc gitt bi mat ma. Nhung
lam sao dé giit kin dugc day... ding ltic nay thi B6 bat dau néi chuyén véi
t0i. “Bo yéu khu mé nay lam. Yéu tat cd moi thit thudc vé no. B6 thich thirc
day that sém trudc lic mat troi moc va di bd dén nha than. B6 thich chitng
kién nhitng ltc doi ca, nhitng ngwdi cong nhan tu tap tai thang may ham mo
san sang vao viéc.”

T6i vira nghe vira ngac nhién vo cung, khong phai vi nhitng diéu ong
dang néi ma khong ngd rang 6ng dang chia sé nhitng tdm suw nay vdi toi.
T6i cdm thay that tw hao, cdm gidc nhw minh dang thyc sy tredng thanh.
B0 thdo mii ra roi xoa dau, gai quanh nhitng cho téc bi chi€c mii nam de
1én. Bén khi B6 noi tiép thi toi bat dau cham chu tirng tir, xem chiing nhw
tirng dong vang ma ong dang dat vao tay t6i vay. “B6 thich dugc dén cong
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treong, ngay nao ciing dén day, du khong can thiét phai nhw thé. D6 1a noi
cho bd thay rang nhitng ké hoach ctia minh dugc tién hanh sudn sé. B6 da
twong twgng dugc tat ca moi viéc nhiéu ngay trwdc do, tir nhitng vét dao
ctia may khai thac than ty dong, nhitng chuyén xe van chuyén than ra
ngoai, nhitng cay da duwgc gia c6 vao néc ham, dén ca nhitng noi tich tu
nhiéu khi mé-tan va noi nhitng nguwdi déc cong phai kiém tra trudc bang
nhitng chiéc dén bao an. D6 la tat cad nhitng gi bé muon thay khi dén day,
mot khi chitng kién ching, trong long bd cam thdy vo cung thoa man.”

T6i nhan ra minh dang cham chid nhin B6, luéng sang nho phat ra twr
chiéc dén trén mii t6i dang tap trung vao mat 6ng nhw dén pha roi vao dién
vién. B0 tiép tuc: “Ngay nao ciing vay, bé lam viéc vGi 6ng Van Dyke va
nhitng ky su ctia 6ng ay. Mac du b6 khong cé bang cdp nhung van hiéu biét
nhiéu hon ho. Pon gian vi b6 da c6 nhiéu kinh nghiém & cong truong con
ho thi khong. B6 da tirng tw 14i xe than ngam nay xuéng duong ray chinh va
buwdc dén trwdc nhitng 6ng thong khi, cdm nhan 4p lwc ctia khong khi tia 1én
mat minh. B6 hiéu ré6 khu moé nay nhuw hiéu ré6 mot con ngudi, cé thé cam
nhan duwgc nhitng diéu bat 6n ngay khi moi gidy to déu khang dinh diéu
nguoc lai. Mo6i ngay déu co viéc phai lam & day; néu khong thi sé c6 nguoi
bi thwong vong hay cong ty sé khong c6 dugc lwong than yéu cau. Than la
huyét mach cua dat nwéc nay. Néu nhw nganh than suy yéu thi nén cong
nghiép thép cling sé suy tan va tat nhién cd dat nwdc nay ciing sé lun bai
theo.”

Luong sang tir mii bdo hiém cda 6ng chiéu vao mat t6i. “Trén thé giGi
nay khong ai giong nhu nhitng nguwdi thg mé, Sonny a. Ho la nhitng nguoi
tot va manh mé nita. Nhitng nguwdi wu ti nhat. B6 nghi du con c6 lam gi cho
cudc doi cia minh, du con c6 di dau hodc con c6 quen biét ai di chang nita,
con sé khong bao gio thay nhitng nguwdi dan 6ng tot va manh mé nhw vay.”

“Con la con trai cta bo,” 6ng noéi va quay dau lam anh deén trén md quét
quanh mot vong, c6 vai cong nhan nha den lai, dwong nhu ho nhan ra dvugc

https://thuviensach.vn



sy c6 mat cta ching t6i. “B6 sinh ra dé dan dat nhitng ngwoi thg mo
chuyen nghiép nay. Co I€ con cling vay.”

Con la con trai cua bo. Trong céi sau kin ctia bong toi, toi ti tir tan
hwdng sw ngot ngao cua twng tr mot, khong chut nguwgng ngung.

Sau khi xe than ngam trd vé tir ddy ham, B6 dan t6i dén thang may. Céi
long thang may dang dau & duwdi, dwong ham nam sau hon tang ham chinh
mot chut. Bo6 nhan céi nit bang dong mot lan, chuéng vang 1én va 16ng
thang mdy dugc dua 1én. Tiép do6 6ng nhan hai lan réi cung td6i budc vao
trong. Mot nguwdi thg mo budce ra tir cai nha xi-mang nho nhan, B6 nhin va
gat dau ra hiéu cho anh nhan ba lan chuéng. Ngay sau do, hai b6 con dwoc
nhac 1én m6t cach nhe nhang. Thang may di 1én dugc khoang 30 mét thi
dot ngot dirng lai. Toi lo lang ddo dac nhin ra xung quanh. Nhitng phién da
16i 10m xung quanh dwong nhw dang dan dan khép chat lai. Tt day t6i chi
c6 thé nhan thay dwoc ti 4nh sang troi mong manh. Dot nhién t6i nhan ra
mot viéc ma lic di xuong khéng dé y: c6 sy hién dién cia nhitng bac thang
bang thép. Toi héi B6, ong cho biét rang nhitng bac thang dé chay suot tw
dinh xuéng day dwong ham. C6 mot khodng cach tir thang may dén may
bac thang nay. Mu6n qua dé thi phai buéc qua mot khoang khong sau tham
tham dwdi chan minh. Nghi dén vién canh dy, dot nhién tim t6i tang nhip
dap va tay va day mo hoi. “Piung sg, con,” Bo tran an, dwong nhw 6ng nhan
ra dwgc sy bat 6n cta t6i. “C6 1é ho dang boi tron cho may moc cta thang
may thoi.”

Chung t6i ditng trong im ldng, mot phut tréi qua dai dang dac. R6t cudc
B0 ma 10i trede: “Con nghi nhv thé nao vé khu mé?”

To6i biét 6ng muodn t6i ndi gi va that ra toi rat hao hitng dé noi ra nhitng

diéu d6 nhung du sao t6i cling khong muén déi Bo diéu gi. Vi vay, tbi can
trong cau trd 10i cua minh va quyét dinh noi theo kiéu nwéc déi ma toi
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thwong dung khi d6i pho vGi Me. “Con dugc hoc hoi rat nhiéu,” t6i chi néi
cO vay.

Nhung t6i chang thé gat dwgc BO nhu da lam v6i Me. Sy khac biét 1a
ong khong cam nhan dugc chut khoi hai gi trong cach néi do cta toi nhw
Me van thuong thdy. “B6 mudn héi con rang c6 mudn tré thanh ky sw mé
hay khong?” 6ng gang héi. “Néu that sy con mudn, bo sé lo tién cho con di

2

hoc.
Toi dap mot cach than trong “Con muon trd thanh mot ky sw.”
“Mot k§ st mo6 chit?” B6 nhan manh.

Ong da ndm duogc thép cia tdi, ching con cach nao khac 1a thi nhan sy
that. “Con muon dwoc lam viéc cho Tién si von Braun, Bo a.”

Ong that vong ra mit ro6i 1am bam “Con nén di ma néi chuyén voi Ike
Bykovski vé mdy tén ngudi Pic rach viéc sudt ngay chi biét chay rong ay,”

“Y B6 1a?”

“Lay chtia, con khong biét Ike 1a ngwdi Do Thai a?” B6 ngit 15i. “Ong ay
sé ndi cho con ngay rang tén khon nguwdi Dirc von Braun ay khong dang dé
trong cho mot chut nao ca.”

Thang mdy ruc rich chuyén dong. T6i t rii nhin nhitng cuc da tré6i ngang
qua. Lan nay toi that sy lam héng hét moi chuyén roi. Chang nhitng Bo
gian ma toi biét rang minh da lam 6ng dau long. Con nhitng viéc B6 noi vé
tién si von Braun va chd Bykovski 1a sao nhi? Toi tw dan vat, tu trach minh.
Lé ra t6i khong nén dong y theo B6 xuéng ham mé nay. T6i biét ro rang Bo
dang muon gi va ciing rd rang rang minh sé khéng thuan theo diéu dé. Vay
thi di theo dé lam cai quai gi? C6 nhitng lic, t6i that ngu ngoc.
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Lén dén gan mat dat, khong khi lanh trong lanh tir nhitng ngon nti lua
vao duong ham lam long toi it nhiéu thanh than. Vira tr6i 1én khoi mat dat,
toi nhan ra ngay Me dang ditng dgi, ba van mac bo 1é phuc nha the. Mot
dam tho tha bui da dang ditng gan do6, mat dan vao Me t6i. Ho chuyén muc
tiéu sang t6i va Bo. Toi biét Me dang nhin vao khuén mat ban thiu, déi mat
vién than va bo d6 bdo ho nhem nhtia cia minh. Ngay sau do, to6i bang
hoang khi thay ba bat khéc nitc né. Toan tho tha bui da Iui lai, mot so thao
m ra, gai gai dau nhin xuéng chan nhw dang boi r6i khi phai chitng kién
nhitng giot nwdc mat cua ba. B6 cd bao ba im ldng. “Nin di Elsie, ba lam
moi ngwoi so roi kia,” 6ng vira néi vira mé chot thang may.

“Moi th 6n cd ma Me,” t6i n6i ma long bon chon: Noi day sap stra no ra
mot cudc nodi chién cua gia dinh t6i, ngay tréc mat Chia va moi nguoi,
con gi xau ho hon nita chi!

“N6 dang suy xét xem c6 nén tré thanh mot ky sw mé hay khong,” Bo
néi day vé kién dinh.

Nudc mat Me rdo ngay tirc khac, c nhe ching vira dugce hiat ngwoc vao
mat ba vay. “Phai budc qua xac cua t6i da,” ba thot 1én cau ndi tir sau tham
trong day long.

B0O day tdi vé phia trudc. “Pi tam di,” ong ra giong coc can réi nhin
quanh may thg mé dang dirng cii dau im lang (nhuwng that ra déu dang theo
doi moi viéc) va quat: “Khong phai chuyén cua cac nguoi!”

Toéan thg tha bui da tranh ra m6t khoang khong xa dé van cé thé nghe
ngong sy viéc. T6i tién lai ctra phong tam nhung dirng budc ngay cira ra
vao. Mac du dang nhuc nha dén mitc mudn bién mat trén c6i doi nay, toi
van muon nghe tiép cau chuyén sap xay ra. Chi Dubonnet vira buwdc ra, da
thay do thuong nhung van déi mii bao hd. Thay canh nay, chu lién ding
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khoanh tay twa vao twong va cudi tham quan sat. To6i chang hiéu chu thay
diéu gi buon cudi lic nay dugc niva.

“Ba c6 van dé quai quy gi vay, Elsie?” B0 rit 1én, reén nguwoi chop lay
tay Me.

Ba giang tay ra. “Cai ham mé nay da giét chét ong, nhung t6i khong dé

»
!

né giét luén con minh dau
“Ba n6i nhang néi xam gi thé?”

“Pom den - to bang dong xu,” Me vira ndi vira xia tay vé phia nguc B6.
“Pay nay, ngay bén phai nay!” Ba choc lan nita, 1an nay that manh.

B6 cwdi 16n trong con thinh nd, cti xudéng boc 1én mot voc than va tung
1én troi. Roi 6ng dwa mat vao dam bui than do6 va hit mot hoi sau. “T6i 16n
1én nhd may thit nay d6. N6 nhw sita me doi véi t6i day!”

Me sitng nguwdi nhin than roi 1én ngwoi B6. Mot it bay vao mat Me va
dinh lai trén 16p phan son nhung ba khéng hé chép mat. Me quay lung lai
va hung diing budc vé phia nha tam, cho t6i dang nip, lam may nguoi thg
mo tran nhw nhong phai cudng cuong chdp lay khan che ngwoi lai. Ba chop
lay tay toi. “Con vé nha ma tam,” ba cau nhau. Khi ching t6i di ra, cha
Dubonnet ngad mii chao Me, nhung ba chi dap lai bang m6t anh mat ghé
tom. Toan thg tha bui than da tan di, chi con B6 ditng do, tay cam chat
chiéc mii bao hd. Ong nhin Me con t6i bing qua ma khong hé ntva 15i. Trén
sudt con dwong tir nha than vé nha, t6i cam thay ré anh mat cia 6ng khoan
X04y vao sau dau minh.
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Tham viéng dng nodi Poppy: (t trai sang phai): Ba ndi “Mimi” Hickam,
Frankie (chi ho), Poppy (6ng noi), toi (dang ngoi trén dui ong noi), Jim
(anh t6i). Chan ctia ndi Poppy da bi cut trong mot lan lam viéc tai ham mo.

Homer Hickam va Elsie Hickam, khodng nam 1957.
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Ham mo Coalwood: Ctra hang kim khi dién may cta chi Bykovski nam
¢ dudi bén phdi ctia ngd6i nha bang gach. Con nhacta ching t6i thi nam
cach d6 khoang 91 mét vé bén phai.

Nha cua gia dinh Hickam, nam cach nha than Coalwood khoadng 91 mét.
Con dwong nam bén trai dan dén “trung tam” cta Coalwood: tir Big Store,
dén Club House, r6i mdy nha thd va sau do la Cape Coalwood.
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Nhitng ngbi nha thong thuwong ¢ Coalwood. Chi y nhin may hang rao
vitng chac d6 nhé. Cung loai véi céi trong vieon hong ctia Me ma ching t6i
tirng lam no tung lén day.

Nha tho Cong Bong & Coalwood. Ton gido cua chiing t6i hoan toan phu
thudc vao su chi dinh cua cong ty. Trong thoi dai cua nhitng cau bé tén Itra,
chung toi theo hoi Giam Ly

Mot cudc hop cua To chive Tén Iiva Big Creek tai nha ctia Sonny (tw trai
sang phai): Sherman, O’Dell, va t6i. Thay ching t6i khong mang giay
khong? Me sg ching t6i sé lam tray san nha bang go citng cta ba vi nhitng
chét n6 cua tén ltra dinh trén dé giay.
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T6 chitc Tén Iva Big Creek, mua dong nam 1959 (tit trai sang phai): toi,
Quentin, Roy Lee, va O’Dell. Sherman va Billy khong thé chup hinh chung
lan d6. Me chup tam anh nay va né duwgc dang trén t& McDowell County
Banner va ca The Owl, tG bao cua treong.

E L

Quentin

Billy Sherman
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Co Riley: Co Riley luén khang dinh di hoc la cong viéc thiéng liéng cta
moi hoc sinh. Hoc cham chi nhat c6 thé la phong cach ctia mién Tay
Virginia va hoc dé don gian la diéu khong thé chdp nhan dwgc. Moi khi t6i
to ra kiéu cang vi chit thanh c6ng hay dau buén vi that bai thi ¢6 luén kéo
toi lai trang thai can bang qua nhitng 16i qud trach hay dong vién hgp tinh
hop ly.

Hoi Cho Khoa Hoc Toan Quéc: To6i dang cam Auk XIV trong tay dé gi6i
thiéu tai Hoi Chg Khoa Hoc Toan Quoc. Chiéc tén Itta dai ditng ngay giita
la Auk XXVIII. Mdy cai miéng tén ltra nam trén ban, dugc ché tao ngay sau
khi cudc dinh cong duwogc bai bo, va duwgc giao tdi Indianapolis kip thoi
gian.

https://thuviensach.vn



Tién si Wernher von Braun. Tdm hinh t6i nhan dwgc lam qua Giang Sinh
nam 1958.
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12. NHUNG NGUOI THQO MAY

Auk X1V - XV

KHI XUONG THAM LAI PHONG THi NGHIEM CUA MINH, tbi
phat hién Me da tich thu may dung cu lam bép, chi con lai chiéc no6i da bi
chat n6 keo ngot no tung lam méo mo tr lan trwedc. Nhung toi da cé thira
kinh nghiém d6i phé v&i Me trong nhitng lic ba n6i gian v6i minh nhw vay,
cach tot nhat 1a thanh khan nhén 16i va cau xin sy tha thi ngay titc khac.
T6i thye hién ngay khi tim thdy ba trong bép: “Me 01, con xin 16i Me nhiéu
lam,” dau toi cti gam xudng, miéng li nhi. Néi roi toi len 1én li€c xem két
qua ra sao.

Ba thoang nhin t6i bang anh nhin nghiém khac réi tiép tuc khudy dau
trong noi. “Thit nhat, con da néi doi me, thit hai la, n& néi doi vao ngay
ngay Chu nhat thiéng liéng.” ba bao.

“Con chang biét minh lic dé nghi gi nita,” t6i dap lai, giong gid vo tham
nao.

“Theo me thay thi con chang thém suy nghi chit nao ca,” ba ngat 10i va
khudy dau manh tay hon.

“Con xin 16i ma!”
Lic nay Me cang khudy manh lam mon dau tré nén nhao nhw banh pit-
dinh. Bat chgt ba dirng lai va quang cai tap dé cho t6i. “Con dirng c6 1€ 1ét

trong phong bép nay ma khéng lam viéc. Nhin thdy may qua cat trén quay
khong? Nau cho lii meéo an di.”
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Mirng r¢ vi duge co hoi lam viéc tredc mat Me, toi voi vang deo tap dé
vao, dem may qua cat moéng tanh bé vao bon, rita sach chiing réi chuan bi
no6i dé ludc. “Khudy dau tiép luén nhé,” Me ra 1énh. “Dtng c6 dé n6 dinh
xuong day noi day. Me ra phong khach, gac chan 1én ghé r6i xem tivi nhw
nhitng nguoi nha Rockefeller nhan ha day.”

“Vang, thua Me,” toi rau 11 n6i. Nhung that ra to6i chang rau i chit nao
ca, trai lai con lay lam vui swéng nita. Me da té y tha 16i, moi viéc c6 vé
that dé dang. T6i ludoc may qua cat, mui khai boc 1én lam t6i nhan ca miii
lai; r6i khudy tiép n6i dau, mac du chang con gi can dé khudy ca. Daisy
Mae ca ca dau vao chan toi, con bén ngoai Lucifer cling dang doi vao nha.
Khi t6i dé thitc an xudng, hai & méo gir giv chén ngay. Mo6n nay boc mui
nhw nwéc tiéu ham néng vay, nhung mdc ké, mién la Me va may con méo
hai long 1a dwogc roi. Sau do t6i xudng tang ham md mot lon thitc an ché
cho Dandy va Poteet r6i vudt ve nyng niu chiing dé bu lai nhitng wu ai ma
t0i da danh cho mady con meo trén kia. Tiép theo t6i ra ngoai vudn rac thdc
cho mdy chd chim dang tu tap trén ban an ngoai trdi, quang cho li thé it
bap cédi va may ca ca ré6t. Cudi cung td6i quanh qua chai nha, tham nom
Chipper. N6 dang chay trong chiéc vong banh xe d6 choi ma 6ng McDuff
lam cho, cai du6i bi cat cut vénh hét ca 1én. Phan dudi bi cut la két qua caa
mot 1an bi ket vao chinh chiéc banh xe nay. Liic d6, Me da c6 dan lai phan
dubi rung lia ra bang manh bang keo xanh lay vé tir khu mé cia B6 nhung
v6 hiéu. Du sao di nita Chipper van yéu dam dudi cai vong banh xe nay.
Theo 161 Me thi n6 chang di dau xa ma chi cham cham phéng vé cai vong
banh xe ma thoi.

Lic di ngang qua Me, toi c0 tinh gay ra nhiéu tiéng dong nham cho ba
biét t6i dang c6 gang lam viéc nhu thé nao. Ro6t cude ba cling ngang dau 1én
va noi: “Me rira may cai dung cu ché tao tén lira ctia con hét r6i, dang dé
trong cai tdi gidy nam trén ta bat dia day nhé.”
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“Cam on Me nhiéu.”

Me 6 nén cudi: “Con khiim ndm quy luy da roi ddy, dirng 1am qua. A
nay Sonny?”

“Vang?”

Me nghiém nghi phan: “Néu con con di xuéng cai ham mo dy mét lan
nita thi me sé 16i khau stng luc cia Ong Ngoai M4t Nét cat trong ti gb bdy
lau nay va ban chét con ngay day.”

T6i mai biét Me cat mot khau sting luc trong tu go, song chang ldy lam
nghi ngd gi dieu ndy. Nhung néu khau sting d6 1a ctia Ong Ngoai Mat Nét
thi sé to lam, Me sé phai dung ca hai tay dé nang né 1én; con may vién dan
chéc phai to bing hat ctia trai mai chau™.

Theo Roy Lee ké lai tir me cau ay thi dwong day thong tin qua hang rao
da hao hitng xi xam vé cudc cai va am 1 cta bo me toi tai thang may ham
mo. Ai cling déu néng long cho dgi dién bién tiép theo ctia vd nhac kich
cta nha Hickam. Jim cadm thdy rat xdu h6, mot lan trong ltic dang 1éch
théch di bo vé nha sau khi xudng xe buyt; anh ay diu giong lai néi chuyén
vdi t0i, nhung cting chi nham khuyén t6i bién mat khéi c6i doi nay cho ém
chuyeén.

Jim thi qua dé doi phé. Vi anh ay, t6i lu6n dung “vii khi ngén luan”
ding cho va choc xody vao noi dau vdi giong diéu bdi méc. “Anh nghi la
minh béo 1én vi khong dwgc choi bong bau duc hay vi dém nao ciling nuot
trong ca cai ta lanh vao bung ay nhi?” Jim sitng c6 1én ra vé de doa, nhung
dan long lai khong dap cho t6i mot tran ngay gitta dwong, vi nhw vay chi to
xau ho thém ma thoi.
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Mac du t6i khéng thém quan tam dén cdm gidc ctia Jim va da dan xép
dwgc v6i Me nhung B0 thi van la van dé nan giai. T6i cling da tirng lam B6
that vong song chwa bao gio tryc ti€p dung cham long tuw 4i cta 6ng nhw
vay. T6i c6 nghi du diéu dé néi véi 6ng ma khong tim ra diéu gi thich hop
va hon nita, B6 chang cho t6i co hdi nao dé bay t6 ca. Sudt mdy tuan tiép
theo, 6ng nhv lan tranh vao trong khu mé, chi vé khi t6i da ngt say va roi
khoi nha trwde khi toi thite gidc. T6i lo lang vé B6 nhung khong qua chu
tam dén ong. Viéc ché tao tén Itta da day cho t6i mot cach suy nghi khac.
C6 qua nhiéu thit phai lam va ghi nhé trong viéc thiét ké va ché tao tén Itta,
bat budc t6i phai sdp xép moi thit trong 6c mot cach trat ty. Toi da hoc
duwgc tat ca nhitng budc dé phan loai cac qua tén Itta Auk. Roi sau do sap
ching theo thi ty can phai hoan thanh va theo tam quan trong cuia ting
loai. Giéng nhu t6i phai dat ching vao nhitng ngan kéo trong dau minh,
biét rd m& ngan nao can thiét va phai mé vao lic nao. Khi t6i tam sy viéc
nay véi Quentin, cau dy dinh nghia né la “sy ti€p can tuan ty” cac van de
va to ra rat ngudng mo diéu nay. “Té ludn tin rang diéu nay sé trd thanh sy
that. Moi cong viéc vé ché tao tén lra sé dem lai cho ban than ching ta
nhitng thay doi bat ngd. Nhuw cdu bay gio nay, suy nghi thit tw dau ra do,
ngay tredc gap cau t@ chang nghi diéu dé cé thé thanh hién thyc.”

T6i tiép nhan y kién cta Quentin nhw mot 16i khen nggi. Trong thoi diém
nay, vé viéc ctia B0, t6i chang thé lam dugc gi, danh déong ngan tu nay lai
dén khi tim duwgc gidi phap. Nhuwng con mot thit - chuyén ma Bo noéi vé chu
Bykovski khi chiing t6i ¢ trong thang mdy - ct 16n von trong dau t6i. N6
ludn la mot ngan ta ki (rc c* mo toang. Toi phdi tim cach dong nd lai.

TIke va Mary Bykovski khong cé dién thoai nén t6i bén cudc bé dén nha
ho sau khi tan hoc. C6 Bykovski m& ctra va lang di mot lic khi nhin thay
toi. Co Bykovski trong manh dé v6i khuon mdt nhot nhat va doi go ma hop.
Mai t6c ngan mau nau sudn dudt va trong c6 vé khong dugc thang cho lam,
dwong nhw co tuy cat va chang mang canh cho né duwgc thang thém dang
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hoang. Me bao t6i c6 Bykovski lic nao cling mang vé “tiéu tuy”. “Chong
c6 van dang ngu, lam viéc ¢ cong treong da lam ong kiét qué ro6i.” Co bao.

T6i budt miéng thot ra 19 xin 16i vi da bao hai 6ng bi chuyén doi cong
viéc. “Khdng c6 van dé gi dau Sonny. Du sao thi tién lwong cling kha kham
hon ma,” c6 gia vo xoa diu.

ROi ¢6 moi t6i vao nha, dé t6i ngdi dgi mot minh & di vang trong phong
khach r6i 1én lau. Can nha tran ngdp mui banh mi bap va dau - nguon lvong
thue chi dao & Coalwood. T6i ddo mat nhin quanh va thdy mot cap kinh
130 nam canh cudn sach trén ban ké bén ghé sofa. Nhin ki hon, t6i doc dwgc
twa sach: Nguon nuwdc, that xa la véi toi. Doi dién vdi di vang la chiéc tivi
dwgc dat trén mot cai ké sam mau trong kha nang né. Trén noc tivi la khung
hinh, trong d6 1a anh cta Esther, con gai nha Bykovski, dang ng6i xe lan,
dau nga vao mot trén vai. Co6 Bykovski ditng mot bén, phia con lai 1a chd
Bykovski, chang ai trong s6 ho né ldy mot nu cwoi.

Mot ldc sau, chi Bykovski di xudng phong khach, ngap dai va kéo cang
day deo quan qua khoi vai. “Chao anh ban tré,” chd mim cuwdoi khi co
Bykovski dat tach tra nghi ngit khoi 1én chiéc dia 16t trén ban canh cai ghé
banh ctia minh. R6i c6 Bykovski hoi t6i mudn dung gi khong, t6i dap:
“Khong can dau thwa ¢6.” C6 khudt bong vao nha bép ngay sau d6. Nhan
thdy t6i dang nhin tdm anh dat trén ndc tivi, chd 1én tiéng: “Ro6i c6 mot
ngay nha chu sé don Esther vé nha va cho n6 di hoc lai chung véi chau.”

“Chau cting mong vay,” toi dap. Thuc ra, trong nam 16p 1 va 2, Esther
luén gay nhiéu phién phttc, va that xau ho khi chinh ban than t6i ciing cam
thdy hoan hi khi ban ay roi khéi treong hoc. Thong thudng, Esther ngoi
lang im tai ban hoc ctia minh, nhin thay c6 véi anh mat v6 hén hay guc dau
xuong ban. Nhung c6 nhitng lic ban ay thay doi trang thai, gam gt va 1én
con co giat, khua hét tdp v@, but viét xudng san nha. Thay c6 thuwong kién
nhan dgi dén khi Esther ditt con va bao may dita con trai nhat moi thir I1én
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x€ép vé cho cii. Trong khi moi hoc sinh khac phai c6 gang dé tap viét cho
giong nhitng chir trén bang thi Esther luon dwgc tan duwong cho moi vét gi
nhin giong giong cac ki ty. Dén gan cudi nam 16p 2, Esther 1én con co giat
di* doi, non mtra 1én ngwoi thang ban ngo6i phia trwdc, sau d6 nga nhao khai
ghé va bat dau t6 ra kho thd. Hiéu trwdng Likens voi va vao 16p t6i, kéo
lwGi ban ay ra va nhét mot cuc gidy vao miéng cho Esther can lai. Trong khi
ca 1i hoc sinh ching t6i co rim nép nguoi vao sat twong thi bac si t6i va
cang Esther ra ngoai. Ttr d6 khong con thay ban dy tré lai nita. Khong biét
vi sao, tin titc dén tai nha Bykovski rang t6i chinh la thang bé bi Esther non
mtra day nguoi. Me toi ké lai, c6 Bykovski da gap Me & Big Store va chan
ba lai, xin 16i réi rit. Nhuwng t6i ¢6 phai thang bé dé dau.

“Chéu dang nghi gi vay, Sonny?” chti Bykovski 1én tiéng, xua tan hoi tc
vé Esther dang dién ra trong toi.

T6i hit mot hoi sau va ké cho chi nghe nhitng gi xay ra trong ham mé va
ca nhitng gi B6 néi vé Wernher von Braun va viéc chid Bykovski la nguoi
Do Thai. “B6 chau no6i rang nén héi chu vé viéc Tién si von Braun da lam
viéc cho... nguwoi Piic va tat ca nhitng cai khac nita.” T6i chang thé thot 1én
duwgc ti Phdt xit. Toi cam thay xdu ho khi thot ra nhitng 16i nguyén raa
tredc mat cha Bykovski.

Chu Bykovski than trong dat tach tra xuéng chiéc dia 16t, can phong im
ang ngot ngat, chi con tiéng lach cach vang lén don doc. “Piéu nay kho
ddy,” chi cham rai cat 10i, dwong nhw dang rat kho ti€p nhan nhitng gi toi
vira n6i. Nhitng ngoén tay 6ng go nhip 10p cop 1én cho gac tay. “Cai tén Tién
si von Braun ma chau vira néi dén,” chi néi, giong diéu van rat cham rai va
can trong, “da giup do cho lii quai vat, han phai ganh chiu moi t6i 16i d6.”
Giong chu dot ngot danh lai. “Ciling c6 nhitng quan niém vé sy tha th va
st chudc 16i...” chi nhiu may lai va lac dau. “Ching ta can phai nghe twr
nhitng hoc gid Do Thai, nhung ho dang & co6i Niét ban, con ching ta thi
ng6i day.” Chu nhap mot ngum tra roi tiép tuc suy nghi. “Sonny, hdy nghe
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ki va nhé rang chau dang noi chuyén véi mot nguwdi dan 6ng hoan toan ngu
dot.”

Sau do chu Ike Bykovski tiép tuc thuyét vé mot nguwdi dan ong co thé
thay do6i nhu thé nao va c6 thé tha thi hay quén di nhitng diéu xau xa dé.
“Toi 16i nay khong phdi cua chau Sonny a. Nhung néu nhw chau hoi chu
rang c6 ngwong mo than phan caa Tién si von Braun bay gio hay khong thi
vo ich thoi.”

Co Bykovski néi vong ra tit nha bép. “Co 1€ c6 mot nguwdi bo dang ghen
ti véi mot nha ché tao tén lra ddy ma.”

“Mary!” Cha Bykovski cat giong qué trach.

“Co nghi rang B6 chau dang ghen ti vdi Wernher von Braun a?” Toi
hwéng cau héi vé canh ctra bép dang bo ngo.

“Chu chac rang vg chu chi dang suy doan vay thoi,” chi Bykovski ndi.
Chd nhin tritng tritng vé phia nha bép r6i quay lai véi t6i. “Dao nay viéc
ché tao tén Iwva tién trién nhw thé nao r6i?” chu té vé mudn chuyén dé tai.

To6i cling dang muodn lai sang chuyén khac tit ndy gio. “Chang chau da
dat dugce tdi do cao 24 mét r6i a. Lan sau chau chac rang sé lén duogc t6i
hon 300 mét!”

“To6t qua! Con céai xwdng kim khi nho nhé cua chau thi sao? Chéau c6
thwong xuyeén luyén tap khong d6?”

“Co6 chat chut a. Nhung bon chau can thém vai khéa huan luyén nita a.”
Toi bat dau giai thich vé viéc t6i va Quentin da tim ra gidi phap cho van dé
miéng tén ltra bi an mon, nhung can phai c6 nhitng ki thuat kim khi vuot
qua kha nang cua chung toi.
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“Chu sé bao Leon Ferro cho, moi viéc sé dugc giai quyét nhanh chong
thoi.” Chua Bykovski bao.

“Chu that sy sé no6i chi a? Chau khong muon cha gdp rac réi gi nita
dau.”

Chu Bykovski nhtn vai, xua di su lo lang cua t6i. “Nhung Leon sé doi
dugce doi chac day. Chau san sang cho viéc nay chwa?”

“San sang hon lan trwdc roi a,” t6i vira néi vira muong twgng lai Iic t6i
va O’Dell di tim may tdm thiéc lam mai nha.

“Trong ltic chau trao doi, cé thé tim cho cd6 mot cai th maGi khong?” tiéng
c6 Bykovski lai vong ra tir nha bép.

(‘Mary!”
“Em chi dé nghi vay th6i.”
“Pé xem chau lam dwgc gi co nhé,” toi dap lai trong khi chi Bykovski

tham né nu cuoi.

TUAN SAU, Quentin bit xe buyt téi Coalwood roi cung t6i dén xuéng
kim khi dién may 16n. Dén noi, cha Ferro vay ching to6i vao van phong.
“Um, Tke c6 bdo v&i chi 1a bon chau sé& dén,” chi vira néi vira lui ghé ra
sau roi gac chan 1én ban. “N6i cho chii nghe bon chdu muén gi nao.”

Toi cho chd biét la minh dang can mot loai sat thép cé kha nang chiu

nhiét, 4p sudt va 6xy hda cao dé lam miéng tén lira. “Loai ma bon chau
dang dung bi dot chady hét ca.”
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“Co vé phai can loai day hon nhiéu ddy,” chi Ferro dap. Poan chu lay
chiéc but chi, chang hiéu vi ly do gi, dat né thang bang Ién moi trén. Sau do6
chu lac lv cai dau va co gilt cho chiéc but khong bi roi.

“Vang thwa chu,” t6i dap trong khi van bi cuon hit bai tha thuat cta chu.
“Bon chau nghi phai day c& 2,5cm va can khoan mot 16 ngay gitta luon
thé.”

“Vay la bon chau phéi dung loai sat SAE 1020 ro6i,” cha Ferro két luan,
lay cay but chi xudng, gd vao thai duong réi giat 1én vanh tai. Poan chu
nhin 1én tran nha va noéi tiép: “Loai nay cé nhiét do6 néng chady cao va sitc
cang lén. Nhung n6 dat day. Va cling t6n nhiéu thoi gian dé khoan va dinh
hinh. Bi theo chu nao.”

Toi va Quentin 10 do theo buwéc chan chii xuyén qua ctra hang, may
nguwoi thg may cua chi dang ban biu véi nhitng chi€c may khoan, may
phay va mdy tién. Khi ho nhin thdy ching t6i thi déu ding tay, nhoén
miéng cudi va chao: “May chi nhdc hoa tién,” r6i ho truyén miéng nhau
cau chao do6 rom ra ca cra hang, lan trong tiéng may rén ri. Chu Ferro dirng
lai & chiéc ban moc va cam lén sgi day do. “Chua nghi 1a con phai bat may
dinh vit vong quanh cai vat ma bon chau dang nhac dén dé dinh vi n6. Bon
chau goi no la gi?”

“Mieng tén lra a.”
“Bon chau con can phai bit lai khe hé & trén nita a,” Quentin thém vao.

Cha Ferro tan ngan nhin t6i. “Bon chau can mot cai nap chup trén dau
ten Itra a,” toi “phién dich” lai.
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Chu gat dau va lay cay bt chi trén tai xuéng, roi 16i mot to gidy tir bang
ghé ra. Mot s6 cong nhan lang vang xung quanh va nhoén 1én nhin qua vai
ching t6i. Ho nhe rang cudi roi hoi chd. “Ching ta sap stta ché tao tén Itra
luon ha ong chu?”

Chua Ferro dwa but chi cho t6i. “Vé cho chu cai ma chau can lam.”

T6i phac hai dwong thang song song twong treng cho phan than tén Itta
r6i dén phan nap trén dinh va phan miéng phia dwdi (v4i mot cai 16 to bang
1/3 duwong kinh khoan xuyén qua nd). Chu Ferro xem xét birc phac thao cua
t0i r6i noi. “Sonny, néu nhw chau mudn chd lam may cai nay thi phéi cung
cap cho chi mot ban vé ki thuat han hoi. Khong chi 1a bé mat don gidn nhw
vay ma con phdi c6 hinh chiéu tir trén xudng va ca chi tiét cho phan nap va
miéng nita. Néu chd vé ra mot vi du thi chau c6 theo d6 ma phac thao lai
khong?”

“Da dugc, thwa chid,” toi dap. Trr viéc chiém 14y trai tim ctia Dorothy,
van luon la mot cau dé khong 10i gidi, t6i nhan ra rang néu nhw minh c6
gang that sy thi viéc gi toi cling lam dugc ca.

Chung t6i cung trd lai van phong. Chu Ferro ng6i xudng canh ban gidy
trong khi t6i va Quentin van ditng. Chu nhin t6i r6i n6i: “Sonny, chau biét
noi cha ¢ cha?”

Cha ay thira hiéu 1a t6i biét. Chu song tai mot can trong nguyén day nha
gach canh nha cta Dantzler ma nguoi ta thwong goi la Apartments. Toi da
giao bao & d6 nhiéu nam, c6 mot lan con 168 quang mot to Bluefield Daily
Telegraph tring ngay may chai sita dat tr6c hién nha chia ay nita chi.

“Moi lic troi mua la san sau nha chu tré thanh moét viing bun nhao nhoet

ngay,” chu vira néi vira ngd ngudi ra sau, tay choang sau gay. “Chac chan
mot it séi sé cai thién dwgc vu nay rat nhiéu day chau.”
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Vay la can doi séi dé co6 duwgc nguyén liéu va cong ché tac bang may.
Séi, cling giong nhu tat ca nhitng thit khac & Coalwood nay, Bo t6i déu
cung cap dugc. Sau khi phac thdo xong ban vé ki thuat cho miéng tén Ira,
t0i chang con nao khac ngoai viéc 1én khu mé tim B6. Khi téi buéc vao,
ong ngudc lén nhin t6i tiw chi€c ban lam viéc. “B6 nghe néi con da dén néi
chuyén véi Tke Bykovski,” ong néi. “Va bay gio la dén lwgt Leon Ferro.
Con dang toan tinh chuyen gi phai khong?”

T6i ludn bi bat ngd, khong hiéu vi sao B6 gan nhu luén biét dugc moi
viéc ma toi vira lam. “B6 a, con that sy can sy gitip d& cua Bo,” toi phan

tran.

“Con can s6i.” Ong lac dau. “Leon Ferro da lang nhang véi bo vé vu nay
mdy tudn nay roi. Piéu nay la khéng thé, con quén n6 di.”

“Con phdi lam gi dé n6 trd thanh hién thyc?”

“Con chang lam dugc gi dau. Con cam cai gi day?”

T6i dwa cho 6ng xem béan phac thdo miéng tén Iita, phan than va nap.
Ong nhin qua mot ldc roi phan. “Khong dén ndi toi,” 6ng té vé dong tinh.
“Nhung con phdi chu thich thém d6 day cta cai 6ng nita.” No6i roi 6ng chi
toi cach dé vé may miii tén va danh dau kich thudec.

“Cam on B0,” toi noi.

“Bay gio thi bién di. B6 con nhiéu viéc phai lam lam.”

T6i cudn ban vé lai. “Con soi thi sao a?”
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Ong nhin t6i trAn trAn. “Con ching bao gi® chiu ti* bé y dinh phai
khong?”

“Me néi do6 la ban chat caa nha Lavender a.”

Long may B6 dung ditng 1én. “Chua cling phdi dong tinh vGi b dé la
dong mau ctua nha Hickam!”

T6i cAm thdy minh dang c6 co hoi. “Bo, cho con xin 16i vé nhitng gi xay
ra vao hém B6 dan con vao ham maé.”

“Khai thac than luén nam trong dong mau ctia con, con trai a,” 6ng nhin
vai. “Bo chac la s6ém hay mudn, con ciling sé tit nhan thitc dwgc diéu nay
th6i.”

“Du sao di nita, con van muon lam viéc cho Tién si von Braun.”

Ong gat g. “Dé roi xem.”

“Con soi thi sao a?”

Ong thé dai. “Dé roi xem.”

“A, B6 nay...”

“G1?”

“Co Bykovski can mot cai tih mdi nita a.”

“Bién ngay!”
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Ngay hom sau, chii Duncan dén gan ti go mdéi cho c6 Bykovski, gan nhw
cung lic vai chiéc xe tai dau tién chd 2,5 tan séi (co tat ca 3 chiéc) dén san
sau nha chu Ferro. T6i biét rang phai caAm on khong ai khac ngoai B6 minh.
Khi 1én ctra hang kim khi dién mady, t6i trong chd dwgc nhin thay thg may
dang tat bat véi may cai hoa tién ctia t6i nhung moi thit lai la mot sy that
vong tran tré. Cha Ferro giai thich 1a dang bi hét dng sat dé thi cong.
“Nhung chac chan sé c6 hang lai nhanh théi,” chi néi rét tinh va chang cé
lay mot 10i xin 16i.

“Nhung chu da hira 1a sé lam né ma!” toi phan nan.

“Chua can mot it go dé sira hién nha trwdc, cé vai ché bi muc r6i,” chu
noi, té vé boi roi.

Willy Brightwell 1a ngudi thé choé chia Bykovski tai xwdng kim khi dién
mdy & nha than. T6i biét chd dy kha ro. Will, Jr., con trai cta chi van
thwong cung li tré xudng tr Mudhole choi béng bau duc véi bon toi trén
khoang san xi-mang rong 16n gitta nha tho va Club House. Chu Brightwell
lac dau nguay ngudy khi t6i xin chi cho may ong sat. “Khong, Sonny a,
chu khéng thé cho chau dugc. Chau biét bd chau ra sao ma.”

Toi dé nghi yéu cau cudi cung ctia minh vGi B khi ong vira dat lung
xuong ghé va mé bao ra doc. “Khong doi nao,” 6ng noi roi lach xach gia
bao, doan nhdy nhom lén khi nghe tiéng “hac phon” réo inh éi, “va day la
yéu cau cudi cung nhé.”

Hai ngay sau, 6ng sat xuat hién & san sau, nam gac vao goc, cung véi
may thanh sat dai nita. T6i dén lay chung, chang hoéi 16i nao. Néu Bo6 cw
muon gid vo rang khong that sy mudn gitp dé thi téi phai héi nay héi no
lam gi?
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Tai ctra hang kim khi dién mdy, chu Ferro trinh cho ching t6i xem thiét
ké hoa tién mdi nhat, Auk XIV. Quentin nhac hoa tién 1én xem xét trong khi
mdy nguoi thg may ché tac ra né ditng vay quanh. “Chdu e rang ti 1€ khoi
lvgng ctia chat no day dugc nhoi vao va cia than hoa tién rong nay sé la
qua nho,” cau tiép 10i. “Chau rit ra dugc la hai khoi Iwgng nay co su lién hé
mat thiét va phdi tuan theo mét thong s6 nhat dinh.”

“Y cau dy 1a n6é qua ning,” t6i néi lai cho mdy chid tho mday roi dén ldy
cai hoa tién tr tay Quentin. N6 ndng that, va khong c6 nhiéu khoang trong
lam dé nhét chat né day sau khi miéng va nap tén lita dugc co6 dinh. BO
thang bang va cai chop chi t6 tang thém trong lwgng ma théi. T6i nghi ngo
rang ngay ca chat né keo ngot ciing khong du sttc day cai hda tién nho nhan
nhung nang trich nay 1én khoi mat dat.

“Can phai tang thé tich cia phan 6ng nhuwng khong dwgc lam khoi lwgng
tang qua nhiéu,” Quentin noi.

“Phai lam no6 dai hon ra,” toi lai phai “phiéen dich”.

Clinton Caton, mot chu thg mdy, gio tay xung phong. “Dé tdi lam cho,
ong chu.”

Chu Ferro gat dau tan thanh. “Puogc roi, Clinton, giao cho cau day.”

Hoba ra chu Caton la mot nguwdi rat c6 tam nhin. Chang can t6i gép y gi
ma chu cling ty dong ndi dai né thém 77cm, bién nd thanh mdt con quai vat
thue thu va phai mat 1,5 noi thuéc né keo ngot mdi dong day. Trong khi
dung dich con mém, t6i choc cdy que thiy tinh - mwgn tir phong thi nghiém
cta c6 Riley - vao giita dé tao ra mot 16 ranh chay xuyén sudt chiéu dai.

Cuodi tuan sau, héa tién mdéi cia ching t6i ra mat trong mot con gio lanh
180, manh mé cudn xody khap Cape Coalwood. T6i that e sg rang gi6 sé
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thdi bay chiéc tén Itta cia bon t6i mat. Sherman cung Billy 16i ra mot thanh
sat dai 1,83 mét - O’Dell tim thay n6 bi viit lan 16c canh xwdng kim khi
dién mdy - r6i cam xuong bai dat canh bé phong. Ching t6i quan vai vong
day kém quanh phan dau va phan cudi than hoa tién réi gai n6é vao thanh
sat. May ngudi thg may cta chi Ferro dang tu tdp xung quanh, run ray
trong con gio chudng. Jake va chi Dubonnet cling c6 mat. “Trong co vé sé
lam nén chuyén day,” Jake nhan xét chiéc thanh sat dinh vi. “MAy qua tén
Itta ndam dwdi canh may bay ctia anh & Han Quoc cling dugce gan vao may
cai ranh ngan nham gitp chiing phéng thang 1én.”

“Chu nghe néi chau gap Ike Bykovski, roi dén Leon Ferro va cudi cling
la xin b6 chau cung cap vat liéu. Chau da ddo mdy vong roi phai khong?”
cha Dubonnet hoi.

T6i nhtin vai, du sao thi chu ay cling da biét r6 moi chuyén roi.

“Vai anh ban trong Lién minh dang tw hoi rang John L. Lewis sé nghi gi
khi dé hoi vien cita UMWA cung tham gia ché tao tén Itra.”

T6i khong thich cai giong diéu nay. Chi Dubonnet hoan toan c6 quyén
cam may ngwoi thg may lam viéc cho t6i. To6i chang biét cudc chién tranh
ngam gitta Lién minh Cong nhan va bo may lanh dao sé dnh hwdng gi dén
Coalwood nita. “Chu nghi 6ng dy sé noi gi?” t6i rut ré hoi.

Cha dy cudi phé 1én. “Chu chi thidy cdp 16ng may den ram giat giat lién
hoi. Ong 4y rét thich dé nghi nay! C6 1& chu sé& dé xuét véi ong dy thanh 1ap
Lién Hiép Mo va Cong Nhan Héa Tién Hoa Ky sém thoi!”

Sau khi 6n dinh cho Jake, chi Dubonnet va mdy anh thg may vao trong
16 c6t hodc nup an toan sau xe hoi, ching téi choAuk XIV khai héa; n6 bat
dau bay lén tir bé phong, xoay mét vong xung quanh thanh sat trieéc khi vt
thang 1én troi. Quentin lién phong ra khéi 16 cot véi may kinh vi trén tay va
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bat dau doi theo duong bay. Sherman khap khiéng chui ra ngoai va hi hoay
ghi chép lai chi tiét cia chuyén bay. Chiéc tén Itta bay nghiéng xudi theo
goc do ctia ngon ndi - ching t6i dat la nti Hoéa Tién - va tiép tuc lén cao
nita. N6 da trd thanh qua tén lira tuyét nhat ctia bon toi tinh téi thoi diém
nay. Khi chi con la m6t cham den trén bau trdi xanh tham thi né dirng lai va
lao vut xuéng, bién mat sau dinh cao nhat cia nii Héa Tién. Chiing t6i xuat
phat, bang qua khu rirng. Billy dang dan dau ca dam. Cau dy khong nhirng
chay nhanh ma con s& hitu mét cai mdi rat nhay dé lan ra dau vét cia mui
chat n6 keo ngot bi chay khét. Sau mot gid dong ho vat va, dau goéi rém
mau vi va quét vao may tang da trén duwong leo 1én nui, ching t6i cling tim
duwgc Auk XIV. N6 cam dau xudng tang da duy nhat trong vong 91 dam 16i
1én khéi mat dat. Phan than cong vong hét ca lai, con cai chép thi da bién
thanh mun cwa. Nhung it ra phan miéng tén lira con nguyén ven. Van c6 sy
an mon xdy ra nhung no6 da tén tai dugce. Quentin sau cung ciing hén hén
dén canh chiing t6i; ngay cd Sherman ciling bang qua ritng nhanh hon cau
ay. Quentin dirng lai, hai tay ti 1én dau gobi, c6 14y lai nhip thd roi lwét qua
cuon sach lwgng giac ctia Jake va két luan: “914 mét”.

Chin trdm muwoi bon mét!

“Té nghi bon minh nén goi cho may nguwoi dang lam viéc ¢ Cape
Canaveral, it nhat cling day ho dwgc mdt hai thit hitu ich roi ddy,” Roy Lee
bdo.

Tuan sau, mdy nguwoi thg may vay toi vao trong xuwdng va khoe chiéc tén
Itra ma ho tw ché tao. N6 phong theo thiét ké méi nhat cia ching t6i, nhung
dai hon 15,24cm - vay la dai 91,44cm ca thdy. Ho con c6 dinh phan nap va
miéng bang vit thay vi han xi. C6 ca dinh khuy dugc gan vao phan dau va
cudi than dé gan lén thanh dinh vi nita. T6i h6 hdi nhan 14y né va cung véi
may dita ban dong day chat né vao bén trong. Cudi tuan sau,
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Auk XV phong vut 1én khong trung trong trang phdo tay vang doi cua
may nguwoi thg may. Toi cé thé nhan thdy ngay rang n6 sé khong thé bay
cao hon chiéc Auk XIV dugc. Va thyc t€ da chitng minh, né chi dat dugc
phan ntta d6 cao ma théi. Mdc du vay, may ngudi thg may van to ra cuc ki
han hoan; con t6i va Quentin thi lo lang sudt ca tuan vi man trinh dién do,
cd gang tim hiéu nguyén nhan cta viéc giam do cao.

“Co thé ching ta da dat dén gigi han ma chat n6 keo ngot c6 thé lam
duwgc,” Quentin nhan xét. “Co 1€ moi chat no day déu c6 diém bao hoa cua
chung.”

“Chung ta can lam thém nhiéu thi nghiém kiém chitng nita dé chac chan
vé diéu nay,” toi dap.

Quentin ngwdc nhin 1én. Cubi cung t6i cling phai dong y vdi cau ay.
“Anh ban a, mdc du t@ van con nhiéu hoai nghi, nhwng cé nhitng lic, giong
nhw bay gio nay, khi té tin rang cau hoan toan c6 kha nang hoc héi. Cau
nghi nhu thé nao vé viéc tham gia hoi chg khoa hoc nam nay?”

“Chung ta chwa san sang dau,” to6i dap. “Ching minh van can tim dwoc
cuon sach dé biét rang minh dang néi vé cai gi.”

Quentin nhun vai. “Néu ci theo da nay, ching ta c6 thé ty viét sach ay
chw.”

SO NU trong ban nhac treong Big Creek nhiéu gip 4 1an nam gidi. Mic
du trwde khi bi dinh chi thi dau, bon cau thu béng bau duc ludn chiém dwoc
trai tim cta dam ban nit, nhwng gio day, mdy thang con trai trong ban nhac
tui toi lai dé ti€ép can vdi cac nang hon. Khong c6 tran bong bau duc nao
dién ra trong su6t mua thu nam 1958, nhwng ban nhac chiing t6i van sang
cac thi tran lan can dé diéu hanh khi ho mgi. Can 2 xe buyt dé tai hét 80
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thanh vién ban nhac va tit cd dung cu can thiét. Cam gidc di xe buyt cua
ban nhac rat thoai mai, nhat la sau khi chiing t6i biéu dién va vé lai trudng
vao ban dém. Mét ma vui, bon t6i ngo6i trong chiéc xe buyt t6i om, mot vai
thang may man con dwgc ngbi canh cac nang ma ching thich, cing au yém
dang sau xe. Dorothy ciing la thanh vién choi kén saxophone va lu6n thich
ngo6i canh t6i. Thinh thodng nang con dya dau vao vai tdi nghi ngoi trong
khi t6i thi ng6i citng do nhw khiic go, ludn sg rang néu minh nhtic nhich sé
lam phién giac nghi ctia thién than &y.

Moi thanh vién ban nhac déu thich hét thi tham trong bong t6i, nhitng co
thé ctia ho ludn tda ra hoi am khap xe buyt. Bai hat dugc wa chudng nhat la:
“Hay cho t6i biét vi sao.”

“Hdy cho t6i biét vi sao nhitng ngobi sao téa sdng.

Hay cho t6i biét vi sao cdy thuong xudn lai moc leo.

Hay cho t6i biét vi sao nuéc bién mau xanh biéc.

ROi t6i sé cho em biét vi sao t6i yéu em.”

T6i con nhé trong ldc cya dau trén vai t6i, Dorothy c6 thi tham gi do.

“Bdi vi Thong Bé lam nhitng ngdi sao téa sdng.
Bai vi Thugng Dé cho cdy thurong xudn moc leo.

Bai vi Thugng Dé lam cho nudc bién xanh biéc.
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Bai vi Thugng Dé tao ra anh, vi thé em yéu anh.”

Nang néi gi dy nhi? Nhitng diéu ma nang chi c6 thé néi véi téi trong mo
thoi sao? To6i ciing hy vong nhw vay va cling san sang vo nhu duwgce don
nhan ching. “Minh cling yéu cau,” t6i thi thao that nhé dén ndi ca minh
cling khong nghe thdy dwoc, nhung tim thi van dap loan xa vi s tdo bao
do. Roi chiéc xe van déu dan lan banh, chd theo day nhitng giac mo.

TRONG MOT TIET HOC vao cudi thang 11, t6i bao gan moi Dorothy
cung tham du 1é Noel. “Minh wéc gi c6 thé di duge,” nang vira néi vira lac
dau bu6n ba. “Ban trai minh quen ti* hé vira r6i d@ mdi trdc va minh da
chdp nhan mat r6i.”

Ban trai d6 la mét sinh vién dai hoc & Welch, c6 lan Dorothy da ké cho
toi biét r6i. “Nhung cau da ndi la anh ta doi xt té bac vGi cau lam ma!” t6i
phan doi. “Sao cau lai dong y hen ho véi anh ta nita vay?”

“Um, nhung ma anh y di mé 15i trwdc khi minh kip nhan ra ban chat
that d6.” Nang giai thich.

“R6t cudc la cdu van du 1é Noel véi han?”

“Minh da nhan 16i ro6i va khong mudn lam tréi 16i hita,” nang thé dai.
“Nhuwng minh sé nhé dén cau, Sonny a. Minh sé nhé lam.”

Anh nhin cia nang danh cho t6i that dang thwong, toi ching lam gi khac
ngoai viéc cam thay t6i nghiép cho nang. Vao dém buoi 1é dién ra, toi vui
minh & nha, mién cwdng dan mat vao cuén Thir ndm ngot ngdo cua
Steinbeck 1dy tir ké sach trén gac ctia B6. T6i thitc dén tan 2 gid sang, chi
di ngu khi biét chac rang Dorothy da an toan vé nha. Hom sau t6i gap Roy
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Lee. Cau ay c6 tham dv budi 1é nén t6i khong thé khong hoi tham vé
Dorothy. “T& cé thiy c6 dy,” cau ay dap mot cach 1ap 10.

“C0 dy... c6 ay c6 vui vé khong?”

Roy Lee nhin lw6t qua t6i r6i hwéng vé phia khodng khong voi vgi. “Cau
muon té noéi gi nao?”

“Unm, thi c néi su that thoi.”

Roy Lee dat tay 1én vai t6i. “C6 ay lao vao han nhu con thiéu than vay.”

NOEL NAM 1958 khong phu day tuyét tring nhung lai rét dam rét hai,
that ra diéu nay ciing khong phai la van dé 16n d6i véi mot thi trdn nam trén
hang ti tdn than tinh khiét nhat thé gigi nay. Nhu thuwong 1€, Me vac vé cay
thong 16n nhat trong thi tran, roi t6i cung Jim hi huc kéo n6 vao nha cho ba.
Me khong mudn céat ngan cai cay di nén bat bon téi dung nghiéng n6, ngon
cham vao tran nha. Khi B6 vé, 6ng lang lé vac thang ra va cat di 6 tic trén
ngon. Me chang hai 1ong vGi cong trinh ctia B0 ti nao, ba bdo 6ng da lam
cho n6 nhin giéng bui cay hon la mot céi cay hoan hao. Sau khi bon t6i vira
hoan tat viéc trang hoang cay thong thi Daisy Mae cung Lucifer 16i hét may
chiéc bong den va vat trang tri trong tam véi cua ching xuong; con Chipper
thi chui vao mai phuc bén trong roi kéu quang quac lén moi khi cé ai di
ngang qua.

Bubi sang Noel hom 4y, Me vao phong, ngoi xuong giwvong va duwa toi
mot bi thw 16n gidy lam tir cdy chudi sgi. Chang can biét trong dé chita gi,
t0i m& ra; va ngac nhién xiét bao, dé6 la mot tdm hinh cia Tién si Wernher
von Braun cung may dong chit viét tay ctia chinh 6ng. T6i khong tin nhitng
gi minh dang doc. Ong chic mirng thanh qua vé nhitng chiéc tén lita cta
t0i, r6i khuyén toi nén tiép tuc hoc héi va c6 thé mot ngay nao do sé c6 co
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héi dwgc lam viéc trong nganh khong gian! Cudi thw, ong viét: Néu chdu
lam viéc can cu thi sé lam duoc badt cir thir gi minh muén.

T6i nhin dam dam tdm hinh va nhitng dong thw, doc titng hang, ting
hang mot. Toi khong thé tin dugce 1a minh dang cham vao vat ma ngudi dan
ong vi dai do da cham vao. “Me? Lam sao Me...?”

Ba cwoi that twoi, toi nghi ba dang tu hao. “Me viét thw cho 6ng ay va ké
vé con, Sonny a. Me nghi rang 6ng sé hitng thi véi mét nguwoi dang san
sang dén gitp ché tao hda tién cing minh.”

Toi 6m choang 1ay c6 ba va ghi that chat. Biéu nay lam ba ngac nhién
khong khac gi sy ngac nhién ba da danh cho t6i. T6i chua ti'ng c6 mot mén
qua nao tuyét voi dén vay! Trong sudt thdi gian con lai cia mua 1é Noel
nam ay, téi doc di doc lai nhitng dong chit ctia Braun. T6i con dwa cho Jim
doc nhung anh gid vo bado rang chang biét Braun la ai. T6i cling c6 gang
dwa cho B6 doc nhung 6ng chi toan hita miéng va réi chang bao gio so téi
no ca.

Ngay dau tién di hoc lai sau 1é Noel, t6i mang theo tdm hinh cua Braun
dén treong. Vao gio an trwa trong gidng duong, Quentin nang niu né nhw
mot thanh vat thiéng liéng. “That phi thuwdng,” cau dy thi tham trong sy ton
kinh tuyét doi.
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13. CUON SACH HOA TIEN

MOT PEM THANG GIENG, troi bit dau dé tuyét, lac dac vai hat roi
dan dan déu dan hon. Truwdc khi ric vao chan am, tdi nghe thdy nhitng budc
chan 16p x0p cua toan thg mé lam viéc ca khuya 1€ trén 16p tuyét day. Toi
nhom nguwoi 1én nhin ra ngoai nhung khong trong ré dugc hg qua man tuyét
trang x6a. Daisy Mae nip minh vao t6i, grit gri. T6i luén tay xudng vuot
ve no va tr tir chim vao giac ngu.

Toi bi danh thic bai tiéng banh xich kéo 1€ trén 16p tuyét day dac. Nhin
qua ctta s, toi chi thdy toan mot mau trang bao phu khap noi, tir san nha,
con duwong, tram nhién liéu va cd nhitng dday nii trung diép dang xa. Duy
chi con nha than va thang may, dang an hién trong dam khoi boc 1én twr
nhitng dwong ham sau tham nam bén dwéi 1a van gitt dwgc mau den truyén
thong cta chung. To6i trong chi€c quan jeans, do thun, 4o len vao ngudi roi
v6i va xuong bép, lic nay Me da bat san dai WELC trén radio. Phat thanh
vién Johnny Villani vui vé nhan xét vé tinh hinh tuyét roi, canh bdo moi
ngwoi phdi can than khi ra duwong, nhung tuyét nhién chang c6 mot thong
cao nghi hoc nao duwgc cong bo ca. Khi toi xudng t6i ban an thi Jim ding
bat ddy, cau nhau rang phdi chi cé thé nghi mét ngay di trugt tuyét cho
thodi mai, roi bién l1én phong tam trén lau. Toi we vGi tach s6 co la néng va
nuot trong miéng banh mi r6i chay 1én 1au gom gop lai bai tap vé nha vao
cuon so tay, sau d6 xudng thanh cau thang sap xép sach hoc, cudi cung la
danh vai phut xemToday Show v&i Dave Garroway trén tivi. Chi c6 mot it
tin ti'c vé cudc dua 1én khong gian nén khi vira thay Jim dung xong phong
tam la toi lién phong hai buwdc mot 1én cau thang, danh rang, réi héi ha tré
xuong chop 1ay chiéc 4o choang ndng trich trong phong chita quan do. Jim
da roi khoi nha tr lic nao r6i, c6 1€ khi t6i ra dén ctra thi anh ay da 1én xe
buyt khong chirng. Me dudi theo t6i, 4o choang mac trong nha cda ba that
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chat trong cai lanh bu6t gia; ba vira bat kip dé dwa cho to6i chiéc tdi nau
dwng com trwa. “Lai tré nita roi, cau Hickam nhé a!” Jack phan va lwom
toi. Chot thay Me t6i, ong cat tiéng chao: “Elsie, chao bubi sang, moi thit
sao roi?”

“Moi thit sé tot hon néu toi c6 thé khién cho Sonny nang dong hon vao
bubi sang, Jack a,” ba mim cwoi dap.

“Cha, mot ngay nao d6 cau nho sé hiéu ra van dé thoi,” Jack noéi, déng
ctra xe lai. Me vay theo va can than nhén chan buéc di trén doi dép & nha.

Toi len 16i qua 16i di r6i chen vao chiéc ghé da cé Jane Todd va Guylinda
Cox dang ngu ga gat. Phia bén kia la em ho cua Jane - Carol Todd cung
Claudia Allision dang ép vao nguoi toi. Khi bang qua thi trdn, t6i thay lac
dac cac ba dang hi huc xic than chat 1én xe day dé do vao chiéc bép 1o
Budi Sang Am Ap trong nha. Hau hét ho déu di chan dat, nhitng chiéc 4o
ngu mau nhat an hién thap thoang bén duwéi 16p o len; ching la nhitng mén
qua ma nguoi thg mé thuong danh cho vg ho vao 1é Noel trong thoi ki
thinh viegng. Me thuwdng hay nhac vé khodng thoi gian ma hai vg chéng
con chung s6ng & mot ngdi nha nhw vay ngay sau khi két hon. Cé lan ba
phoéng ra ngoai trgi dong tuyét dén cho thung than ma khong mac gi khac
ngoai chiéc 4o ngu lam ca toan thg mé dirng swng ca lai. Ho dirng lai va
budng 161 14 loi.

“Elsie a, Homer phdi mua cho c6 mot cai ao khoac ngay di thoi.” Chu
O’Leary triu mén ndi.

“Putng la han phai mua ngay di,” cht Larsen dé thém vao, giong c6 vé
gian di* nhung mat thi 16i ca ra.

“Ay da, Homer, anh ta that 1d mot chang trai t6t s8,” chd Salvadore vira
noi vira ddt ngon tay 1én moi.
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Me day chiéc xe vao hién nha nhung trén duwong ba trwgt chan, nga
chong ca hai vo 1én trgi, doi dép lé di trong nha mau hong lwgn bay trén
khong trung. Ciing con may la 16p tuyét mém mai da d& ba khéi mot ci nga
chi mang, ca tam lung dap thang xudng dat. May ngudi thg mé ruc rich leo
qua hang rao té y giup doé nhung ba da ngan ho lai ngay, khong cho phép ho
tién thém mdt budc nao nita. Ba noéi rang moi thi 6n cad song khong dam
nhic nhich, vi néu ba ditng day thi ho sé nhin thdy dwgc nhiéu thit nhay
cam khac, diéu ma Me khong muén ti nao, ké ca doi vdi Bo. Cit thé ba ngoi
thir ngwoi ra day, lam tan chdy ca 16p bang bén duwdi dén khi may nguoi thg
mo bd di sau moi no6 lyc yéu cau dwgc giup d& bat thanh. Ngay sau do, ba
chay vut vao nha. Ca ngay hém ay, vi xdu ho, ba tham chi khong 16 mat ra
khoi ctra. Bén khi B6 vé, bép 10 Am Ap Budi Sang tuyét nhién lanh tanh.

“Sao em khong gitt cho 10 sugi hoat dong?” 6ng cau nhau, mé& ctra 10 ra,
nhin vao déng tro tan trén vi. “Anh lam viéc vat va ca ngay, khi vé nha, anh
mong dgi dwgc cam nhan dwgec mot thit gi d6 dang chay trong cai bép 10
nay chi.”

“Anh muon c6 gi dang chay trong nay ha?”
“Puwong nhién ro6i.”

“Pugc thoi.” Me lén lau va tréd xudng v6i chiéc 4o ngu trong tay va ca
doi dép 1&, nhét ching hét vao bép 10 r6i noi Iva. “Hai long chwa?” Ba hai.
Sau khi nghe thuat lai moi chuyén xay ra, B6 con cham dau vao Itra khi néi
ngoi nha c6 mui kho ngwri su6t nhiéu ngay cho ma xem. Va theo Me ké lai
thi ngay nam sau, nha t6i dugc wu tién gan 10 suéi.

C6 thém khodng 12 dia nita Ién xe buyt tai New Camp va dén

Substation thi Roy Lee ciing c6 mdt. Cau dy c6 bai thuyét trinh trong 16p
nén bat dau thwc tap vdi nhé Linda Bukovich buén chan. Khi Carlotta
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Smith 1én xe tai Number Six thi Ii con trai ching t6i tr@ nén hoat bat hon,
ngam nhin c6 dy budc men theo 16i di trong 16p 4o len bé sat ngudi va ao
khoac ngan dé hd. That ra c6 nang khong phdi dep gi may, chi c6 khudn
mdt tré tho bau binh 1am tdm mun va mai téc x0a; nhung dang vé va mui
hwong toat ra tit ¢6 nang cting da lam loan nhip tim nhitng cau trai tré roi.
Roy Lee chom ngudi sang, nhéch chdn may va thi tham vao tai t6i: “Old
Glory: Oi, quéc ky nwdc My,” lam t6i khong nhin duge va bat cudi khanh
khach. That ra la vi c6 mot cau cham biém danh cho nhitng c6 nang cé than
hinh dep nhung gwong mat thi xau xi: “Hay trum 14 c& 1én mat c6 ta r6i ban
sé biét quoc ky My dung dé lam gi.” Ma that ra ching t6i chac cling chang
bao gi¢ c6 co hoi dé lam dugc diéu do. Carlotta khong tim dwgc cho ngoi
nén co6 nang ding canh toi, cap mong tron lan cach mat t6i chi vai centimet.
Chang hiéu la do cam thay t6i 16i hay xau ho, t6i tir dong ditng ddy nhwong
cho, c6 nang li nhi cam on roi chen vao gitta Jane va Guy Linda - vita m&i
tinh gidc va xich qua mot ti cho Carlotta ng6i. “Hu hu.” Roy Lee cuwdi nhan
nhg, ditng day dé thi tham vdi t6i. “Cau nghi 1a to6 ra lich sy thi sé doi chac
lai dwgc gi a? Nang Dorothy yéu dau sé nghi gi vé nhitng cai cau dang toan
tinh trong dau nhi?” Néi xong, Roy Lee ngoi xudng, cuoi khdy. T6i c6
chop lay Roy Lee nhung cau dy né dwgc va cwoi pha lén.

Jack theo doi hét mdy tro v van cua ching téi qua kinh chiéu hau. “Cau
nho nha Hickam,” 6ng quat, “chi may muon bi quang khoi xe lan nita a?
Khong chit gi? Vay di lai ng6i xuéng day nhanh 1én!” Téi len 16i qua 16i di
am dam day nhitng ké gat ga gat gu réi ngbi xuéng bac ctra ma Jack chi
dinh. Sau dé Jack vao s6 va xe bat dau lan banh trén doan duwong thang
ngan ngui trede khi dén khic cua vao nii Coalwood.

Khtc cua thit 5 dac biét gieo neo, n6 boc quanh mét vach nui thang ding
cao hon 30 mét va mac nhién khong c6 mot céi cay nao dé can lai néu xe bi
l1éch banh 1ai. Jack thang xe lai va ra 1énh: “Tat ca xuong xe, di bo qua khtc
cua va lén doan duwong thang, chd ta & do. Bé do dac lai hét.”
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No6i ro6i 6ng mé ctra, toi cung cad dam hoc sinh - mot nira dang con ngai
ngu - loang choang ra khoi xe. Chung toi ldng 1é 1é budc qua khuc quanh
dén noi Jack chi dinh r6i doi ¢ d6. Ong nhe nhang 1éo 14i qua khiic quanh
gai s6 danh xe dén bén ching t6i, m& cita cho ca bon vao lai bén trong. T6i
lai ngoan ngoan déng do lai trén bac cita. Lén dén dinh ndi Coalwood,
ching to6i con phai doi mat v6i nhitng trién doc cheo leo, thang dirng; tiép
theo d6 con nhiéu khic cua quanh co, tréi 1én thut xuéng. Jack gai s6 nho
va dua chiing t6i cham rdi vugt qua. Ra dén mét doan dwong thang ngan lai
di vao mot khic cua ngam khé rong bao trum béi mém da 16n. Téi ngam
nhin va ty hoi cai tru bang dai 9 mét dang treo minh trén mom da kia co
phai la nhii da pha lé hay khong.

Xe bon bon lan banh xu6ng Little Daytona, dén Caretta, bang qua phan
dau khu mo, roi 1én t6i nui War; dén day, Jack lai ra 1énh cho ching t6i
xuong va di bd qua mot khiic cua dac biét nguy hiém khac. H6m dé ching
toi dén treong mudn ca gio dong hé. DBén noi, thay Turner dang sot rudt
ding doi ngoai cong treong. “Vao 16p nhu gio thwong 1€ nhanh,” thay bdo.
“Ghi lai bai tap cua tiét hoc triwdc tir ban bé nhé. Khan truong 1én, cac tro!”

Trudc khi tiét hda bat dau, co6 Riley goi toi 1én ban gido vién. “Co c6 cai
nay cho em, Sonny,” c6 n6i. “gap co trwdc khi vé nha nhé.” Nhung sau ca
ngay thich thi ngdm tuyét roi va han hoan khi dugc vé nha sém 1 gio dong
h6 nén dén khi dang trén xe buyt vé nha to6i mdi chgt nhé 1é ra minh phai
dén gdp co trudc do.

Tuyét van tiép tuc buéng suét ca dém. Lucifer mo vao trong nha, rdc
xuong tdm tham dudi bac thém cudi cia tang ham. Dandy cung Poteet cling
yén vi dwéi ham, hoa hoan 1am mdi chay vut ra ngoai san dé giai quyét van
dé ca nhan. Sang hom sau, to6i bo ra khéi giwong trong khong gian tinh
lang. Chang cé gi khac ngoai duong trir nhitng nguwoi thg mo dang 1é budc.
Johnny Villani tuyén bo: Treong hoc van mé ctra nhwng xe buyt tam ngung
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hoat dong. Khuyén khich hoc sinh nao c6 thé di bo dén treong, s6 con lai
duwoc phép nghi hoc.

T6i xudng phong khach dé dugc hwdng dac an hiém hoi la xem Today
Show subt cd ngay. Nhung chwa kip nhin thdy béng dang cta J. Fred
Muggs thi mot qua béng tuyét da vang am vao ctra s6. T6i nhom ra ngoai,
thdy O’Dell, Roy Lee va Sherman dang ngoi trén xe trugt tuyét. Jim va li
ban ctia anh da 1ay xe trugt hwéng veé trung tam Coalwood, dé choi dua trén
con duong trude nha tho va Club House tv s6m. “Ra day nao!” O’Dell hét
toang, hang tiét nhdy dung lén lién hoi. “Bon minh dang ra Big Creek!
Chwa c6 ai ra d6 bang xe trwgt tuyét dau nhé! Bon minh la ngudi tién
phong day!”

Me dang tir ton nham nhéap ca phé dang triwdc bai bién nhiét dgi caa ba.
Cay co dugc vé xong, hinh nhuw ba da thém vai trai dira 1én dé thi phai. “Tui
con dinh trugt tuyét suét doan duong dén Big Creek, Me a,” t6i noi.

“Um, dirng c6 dé bi chét cong ddy nhé,” ba thd dai qua mép tach ca phé.

T6i lon ton chay xudng ham, can than buwéc qua Lucifer - ndé dang
girong mot mat 1én cdu tiét nhin t6i. Dandy va Poteet thi lai loang quang
xung quanh, bi kich dong bdi sy hao hitng cta toi. T6i tim thdy xe trugt
tuyét ctia minh roi 16i ra ngoai. Sau dé t6i tr@ vé phong, trong thém mot 16p
quan jeans, mot chiéc 4o 16t, r6i khodc vao mot chiéc do bang vai fla-nen
day, hai doi tat, ing cao su va sau cung la mot chiéc 4o khoac len nang
trich. T6i khong doi md, do khong phai 1a phong cach cda thanh nién mién
Tay Virginia; chi trir loai mii den rii ra dang sau cé gan 16ng dung trong cac
bu6i nhdy nhét. Me nhin thay t6i dinh ra khoi nha trong tinh trang nhw vay
bén goi ngwoc vao va dwa cho t6i mot chiéc mii len. “Néu con khong chiu
doi vao thi ndo sé bi dong bang day,” ba néi va vay may dira kia. “Cac chau
dién hét roi a?”
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“Vang thwa c6!” bon né vui vé dong thanh dap. “Di cung ching chau
nao!”

“Tron kiép nay ciing khong di dau!” Me dap. T6i cam lay chiéc mi doi
lén dau cho ba hai long, r6i thdo xudng ngay khi ba vira déng ctra va nhét
né dum do6 vao tdi do khodc. Vai chiéc xe dang chuan bi lanh canh lan
banh. Bon t6i bang dwong qua tram nhién liéu va doi dén khi c6 xe di ve
huwéng nii Coalwood. Roy Lee bam vao cai can sau xe roi nhay 1én xe trugt
tuyét cta cau ay, lan lwgt ching t6i baAm dudi nhau tao thanh mot hang dai,
hai chan dat vé phia trwdc. T6i ngoi & sau cung. Khi chiéc xe ré vao ctra
hang tai Six, chdng t6i budng ra va lii lwgt bwdc ra dwong, tiy minh doi mat
v@i nui Coalwood.

L&p tuyét con rat min mang, tinh khoi, ching toi 1a nhitng nguwoi dé lai
vét xe dau tién. N6 c6 do bam tot, khong 1au sau ching toi da 1én dén dinh
ndi. Bon t6i quang minh 1én xe trugt tuyét va hét am 1, ho héi trén duong
xuong nui, lvgn qua may khic cua triing, dé lai nhitng vét cat mdi toanh.
Ca bon trwgt xuong Little Daytona r6i dén Caretta. Tai nha thd & do, ching
toi lai n6i dudi bam vao mot chiéc xe khac trén sudt chang duong dén nha
Spaghetti. Nhiéu ngudi khac da di bo 1én nii War nén ching td6i men theo
dau vét ho dé lai. Ching t6i ron rén di qua may ngdi nha nho nam bap bénh
trén ndi cao, hai bén la vach nii gan nhue dung ditng. Sau do6 ca bon trugt
xuong thi trdn War. Rot cudc, dén gio an trwa thi ching t6i dén dugc Big
Creek. Dyng xe trugt tuyét ¢ bo twong ngay cong treong, ching toi hién
ngang buwdc vao c¢ nhu la nhitng vi vua cua trai dat vay. Nhin thay chiing
toi, thay Turner 1én tiéng: “Néu cac em dinh di hoc thi bi mot phen that
vong roi. Giam doc s& da ra théng céo huy cac 16p hoc cho moi ngudi vao
chiéu nay. Nhung du sao di nita, cac em hdy dén gap thay co6 ctia minh dé
lay bai tap vé nha di.”

To6i tim tGi phong c6 Riley va that may gap c6 dang ngoi bén ban gido
vién. “Cho em xin 16i vi da quén dén gap co hom qua a.” T6i nai.
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Chac han mat t6i dang hién day nét an han nén c6 nhin tdi vé cam thong.
“Lam sao em tdi trwong duwgc vay?” Khi t6i ké vé hanh trinh ctia minh, c6
vuon tay ra. “DPua tay cho c6 nao,” c6 n6i. “Trdi oi, ching lanh céng hét roi
day nay. Em xu6ng can tin va mua ngay mot tach sé c6 la nong di.”

T6i lam theo 10i 6. Dén khi trd lai, c6 kéo hoc ban va 16i ra mot cudén
sach. N6 trong giong nhw sach gido khoa, bia mau do. “No6 vira méGi dugc
dwa dén vao hém qua,” c6 noi. “Co Bryson va ¢ tim moi cach dat n6 cho
em day. Cam lay.”

Co Bryson la nguwdi quan ly thw vién. Toi cam cudn sach 1én va doc qua
twa dé ma vang trén mot dai den in chim. N6 la twa sach ky diéu nhat ma t6i
tirng thay:

NGUYEN LY HUONG DAN THIET KE HOA TIEN

Toi 1at qua vai trang, doi theo tya dé cta tirng chwong va tré6 mat ngam
chiing w6t qua: “Quan hé gitta khi dong lwc va thiét ké hoa tién,” “Chuyén
dong cda gi6 va pham vi dan dao,” “Ly thuyét dong lwong ap dung cho
phan lyc,” va “Thoi xuyén qua miéng tén Itta.” Va sau cung la dén tya dé
tuyét voi hon tit cd nhitng cudn sach ma toi tirng doc: “Quy tac co ban vé
bo may ctia hda tién.”

“Trong do c6 phép tinh va phuwong trinh vi phan,” c6 Riley néi. “Em c6
thé nho thay Hartsfield gitp do.”

T6i cung kinh nang niu cuén sach trong tay. “Em c6 thé gitt né mot thoi
gian khong a?”

“N6 la cia em ddy, Sonny. Em c6 thé gitt n6 suot doi ma.”
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T6i cam thay nhw co vira dwa cho t6i mot vat ma Chua ban cho. “Em
khong biét lam sao dé cdAm on c6!” to6i budt miéng thot 1én.

“C6 chi dwa cho em mot cuén sach thoi ma,” c6 dap. “Em phai c6 du
nghi lwc dé hoc nhitng diéu trong dé. Nao, em c6 thé dwa c6 ra xe dé trd on
day.”

Co khoac 4o choang vao, roi to6i dua c6 Riley xudng sanh 16n, ra ngoai
bai dau xe. Trén duwong, thay Turner bat gap va nhin ching t6i té6 vé nghi
ngo. Khi ra dén xe, co dat tay 1én hai tay to6i. “Sonny, sé mat mot it thoi
gian day, nhung c0 tin rang em sé hoc dwgc nhitng diéu bo ich trong cudn
sach nay. Sau do6,” c6 mim cudi, “cé 1é co6 va Quentin sé cé thé thuyét phuc
em tham duy hoi chg khoa hoc.”

“Co Riley,” toi dap, “néu c6 mudn, em sé tham du.”
“Khi nao em thyc si san sang,” c6 dap.

Vao luc do, t6i tin rang minh sé san sang cho bat cit diéu gi chi vi c6 tin
vao kha nang cua t6i. Quay tré¢ vao treong, may dira kia chay tdi, vac theo
Xe trugt tuyét ctia ching. “Pi nao Sonny! Bon minh qua nha Emily Sue
choi bai di.” Trong toi cé vé lwdng Iy nén O’Dell dé thém vao. “Dorothy
I” Roy Lee quan sat t0i, to6 vé khong hai long. Vi mot ly do gi
dé, cau ay da bat dau ac cdm vdi tinh yéu cta doi toi.

cling tGi day

Nha Emily Sue dugc cét trén ngon nti gan nhw thang ditng bén kia song,
cach trvong Big Creek khong dén 100 mét. B6 c6 ay s& hitu mot manh dat
16n & thi trdn War, con Me c6 dy la gido vién 16p 3 cua trwong Tiéu hoc
War.

Vao mot ngay-di-hoc-nhwng-khong-hoc hiém hoi nhw h6m nay va trong
cai vién canh tuyét trang pha khap noi nhuw thé nay thi nha bép cta Emily
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Sue tré nén that am ap, thu vi va chao madi hon lic nao hét. Me c6 dy don
ca bon vao nha va dé ching toi tv do hoat dong. Ca dam quay quan quanh
ban an trong bép, uéng rwgu tdo néng, nham nhap banh qui vira ra 10 va
choi bai.

Nhu 10i O’Dell quang cdo, Dorothy ciling cé mat, dang ngoi doi dién toi.
Ct nhuv la 1an dau tién, toi lai phat hién ra rang nang that tuyét voi biét bao.
Nang c6 kiéu cudi giat cuc lam t6i mé man. Roy Lee khéu nhe, va t6i theo
cau ay ra phong khach. “Cau lam on ditng ngam Dorothy dam du6i nhw
mot chi cun con dang si tinh nhw vay nita duwge khong? Cau lam tG bi tiéu
dwong mat thoi.”

“Cau noi gi la vay?”

“Co nang khong yéu cau dau, ngoc a!”

T6i mudn dap cho cau ta bep di nhw dap mot con 6c¢ sén. Nhung thay vi
vay t6i lai néi, “T'é ca véi cau rang sé lam cho nang hon té day.”

“Khi nao?”

“Ngay bay gio.”

“Cai nay ha,” Roy Lee dap. “Dé xem.”

Chung toi quay lai van bai dang dang dg. “Dorothy,” toi noi, tim dap
thinh thich, “t& c4 v6i Roy Lee rang cau sé hon t6. Hom nay. Ngay bay
gio.”

Dorothy nguwéc 1én qua may con bai, r6i m& miéng. “Cau ca gi?”

“Chi c4 la cau s€ lam diéu do.”
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Khong gian im ldng bao trum khap ban. Dorothy liéc Roy Lee, cau ay
cling nhin nang véi anh mat cham biém. Nang bé may con bai xudng, dirng
day va hon 1én tran t6i. “Roi d6,” nang néi.

“Chua dugce,” Roy Lee phan doi. “Phai hon moi co.”

biéu nay khong nam trong diéu khodn ca cwgc cta bon tdéi nhung toi
khong dam phén bac lai cdu ay. Toi ngwdc nhin Dorothy, cho dgi. “Té nghi
la cu ay noi dung,” tdi dong tinh dap.

Nang thé hat ra, té vé khong hai long. “Piéng 1én di,” nang bdo. T6i lam
theo, roi nang di vong qua ban va hon véi 1én miéng t6i. “Ro6i ddy. Hai 1ong
chwa nao?” Sau do, nang chay vut ra khoi phong.

“Dorothy?” toi goi vai theo nang.

Emily Sue khiic khich cuwdi. “Nu hén ngan nhat trong lich st cia hanh
tinh nay.”

“Cau thay hau qua chwa?” t6i cau kinh véi Roy Lee.

Cau 4y nhun vai. “T¢ ay a? Cau hoi ly ra la, cau c6 hiéu diéu gi vira xdy
ra khong?”

»
!

“Quy tha ma bat cau di
Van bai bi huy bo, Roy Lee, Sherman va O’Dell khoac ao vao, 1t lvgt ra

vé. “Théi nao, Sonny,” Sherman nhac nhé. “Trdi sé sup t6i mat néu bon
minh khéng mau vé.”
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To6i nhin vé phia cdnh ctta phong tam dang dong im im, noi Dorothy da
bién mat. “T¢ sé theo sau. Ci¢ di trwée di.”

Ngay sau khi may dira kia di khoi, nang trd ra. T6i bat dau xin 16i. “Chi
tai tén Roy Lee kia tho6i,” nang can moi dap. “Han dich thi 1a mot ga chudt
cong ban thiu.”

Toi khoe véi nang cudn sach c6 Riley vira dwa cho. Nang bdo t6i ngoi
xuong ghé sofa dé cung xem cho ré hon. “Minh cling muén hoc tich phan
nita,” nang néi. “Minh muon hoc tat ca nhitng gi c6 thé.”

Ngay lic dé chudng dién thoai reo, Emily Sue cho biét la me Dorothy
goi. Ba dang trén dwong dén don nang vé nha. Toi 1€o déo theo nang ra
cong. Xe trugt tuyét cua toi dang dung bén hang rao ngoai duong. Me cua
Emily Sue n6i vong ra tir ctta 16n. “Co thay mday dwa kia bat xe tai vé roi
ddy Sonny.”

Me ctuia Dorothy cho téi qua giang vé thi tran War. T6i ra khoi xe va 16i
Xe trugt tuyét ctia minh xuéng tir c6p sau. Dorothy buwdc ra cung va héi
“Cau sé 6n chit?”. Tuyét da bat dau roi lai.

“Minh da c6 moQt ngay vui vé,” toi bao nang.

Nang len 1én nhin quanh, xem chtng c6 ai dom ngo6 hay khong. Luc nay
me nang da danh xe vao gara va di vao nha. Bat ng0, nang 6m chat va dat
mot nu hon néng tham 1én maéi téi. Lan nay sy au yém kéo dai that lau va
am 4p. “Can than nhé,” nang thi tham, b& mo6i ngot ngao cham nhe vao tai
toi. “Minh khéng biét lam gi néu thiéu cau dau.”

Sau khi nang vao nha, t6i ditng do, té tai mé ly. Hai chiéc xe chay ngang

qua nhung t6i chang nhac noi tay 1én dé bat. Sau dé, chang con chiéc nao di
ngang qua nita nén t6i bat dau cudc bo. Troi dan sup t6i. Nita doan dwong
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1én nui War, gié bat dau théi manh va tuyét d6 xuong day ddac dén noi
chang thé nhin thay dén hat 1én tir nhitng ngdi nha dudi thung liing. Hai tai
toi lanh céng, va ltic nay t6i nhé dén chiéc mii len ctia Me. T6i 16i n6 ra tw
tii 4o khodac r6i trum lén dau, kéo hét xuong che hai tai lai. Cudn sach cua
c6 Riley van an toan tridc bung t6i, dugc thit chat béi soi day luwng. T6i 1é
tirng budc, twa vao luong gio ma di dén khi 1én dugc tdi dinh ndi roi mirng
rd ngoi 1én xe trwgt xuéng nha Spaghetti.

TGi tiép tuc di bo xuyén qua Caretta. Bat cit nha nao & day cling sé san
sang cho t6i ¢ tro song to6i chi mudn vé nha. Nhung duwgc nita doan duong
dén Little Daytona thi t6i nghi rdng minh da quyét dinh sai lam. Gi6 thdi 6
at trén dwong manh gan nhu 16c xody, ti nita la vat t6i nga lan. Mat tdi dau
rat dudi con mua tuyét va long mi thi pha day bang. Téi dinh quay lai
nhung ngoan c6 nghi rang minh c di tiép cling sé vé t6i nha. Toi khong sg,
chinh xac la chwa dén ldc so.

Troi da toi den. T6i tiép budc véi chiéc xe trugt tuyét trong tay vi biét
minh khong thé trugt an toan trén 16p tuyét day nhw vay duge. Pén mot noi
nao do trén dinh ndi Coalwood, t6i mat phwong hwéng va di chéch ra khoi
dwong roi roi xuéng mot cai ranh sau. Sau khi vat va tréo 1én dwoc thi ca
quan lan ao khoac cta t6i déu da w6t sting. T6i cam thay dugc ro rang hai
chan minh dang té céng trong 16p quan jeans va chiéc do khoac nhu nang
t¢i ngan can. Lan dau tién trong doi, t6i thay sg hai that sy. T6i chra dén
noi hoang loan, nhwng t6i biét thé nao la hoai ti vi bi té cong tir 16p hoc vé
sttc khée cuia hudn luyén vién Gainer va ciing biét moi nguy hiém ctia viéc
bi w6t trong thoi tiét bang gid nhw thé nay. T6i hé nhin xudng dwong, hy
vong sé nghe thay tiéng xe nhung chang cé gi khac ngoai sy tinh lang chét
chéc. Chang con su lwa chon nao khéac ngoai viéc tiép tuc cat budc ca.

Khi 1én dén dinh nui, tdi quang xe trwgt xuéng va ngoi lén, nhung no c

ditng phong ra. Lop tuyét da trd nén qua day va nhdp nhap lam xe trugt
khong chuyén dong dwoc. T6i gam g, nhac xe trwgt 1én va ti€p tuc dan
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than vao trong con bao tuyét, do dam ting buwdc mot. Co rat nhiéu trién doc
quanh con duong ma khong hé c6 danh ddu hay hang rao bao vé. Néu nhuw
sdy chan mot lan thoi thi c6 thé t6i sé bay khoi vach da va chang ai c6 thé
tim thay xac t6i dén khi bang tan han. T6i ludn c6 di ngay chinh giita con
duong. Rang va 1ap cap vao nhau. Nhung t6i van phai ti€p tuc tién Ién.

To6i run lay bay mot cach vo thirc khi té nhao, dap ca than xudng dat, mat
dan 1én bang. Téi nam d6 mot lic va nghi rang minh cé thé nghi ngoi chut
it, 14y lai sttc manh dé tiép budc, nhung ro6i téi cd6 guwgng day. Huan luyén
vién Gainer da tirng ké cho ching t6i nghe trong gio sttc khée rang nhitng
ngwoi tham hiém Bac Cuc da nga va bi chét cong nhu thé nao. Thay néi, au
do cling la mot trong nhitng cai chét nhe nhang, nhung t6i khong muén thi
nghiém no6 chit nao ca. T6i con phai ché tao hda tién va gianh 14y trai tim
cta Dorothy nita. Ngoai ra, du sao thi t6i cling khong thé nham mat vé&i
nguyén nhan bi chét cong trén nii Coalwood nay duwgc. Moi ngudi sé
truyén miéng dén mudn doi rang to6i da ngu ngdc nhw thé nao. Nghi dén do
t0i gwong ditng day roi tiép tuc l1é budc cho téi khi nhin thay anh den le 16i
tlr mai hién ctia mot can nha ven trién nii ¢ phia duwdi chirng 30 mét. N6 la
mot can choi cli nat, xiéu veo véi 16p mai bang gidy nham. T6i biét c6
nguoi song trong dé vi thuong thay khoi boc 1én tir 6ng thoat ctia bép 19,
nhung la ai thi t6i mu tit. Toi ti€p tuc bwdc di. Cong dong phia Nam cta
mién Tay Virginia khong cho phép tir choi gitip d& nhitng ngwoi la mat
gitta dém den mit mu nhw vay trong bat ctt trudng hop nao.

“Nay nhéc, chi may lam gi trong dém lanh gia thé?”

T6i nhom qua man tuyét xody mu va 16 mo thdy mot ngudi phu nit dang
cam dén roi qua dau. C6 mac mot chiéc do khoac bang vai va di ting cao su.
“Chau dang trén dwong vé nha a,” téi noi, giong nhiu ca lai vi lanh. T6i
chang thé cam gidc dugc mdt minh va hai ban chan dang cong lai nhu hai
khoi da roi chit khong con lién véi than thé t6i nita.
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“Nha ¢ dau?”
“Coalwood a.”

“Vay thi chau vao nha sudi &m ngay di, néu khéng thi chang con mang
ma vé do dau.”

Khi t6i t6 ra ngai ngung, c6 theo sau, nam lay do khoac cua t6i va giuc.
“Vao di nao cau bé!”

T6i nghe theo 16i thic giuc va di cung ¢6 xuéng mot con diwwong doc dan
t@i ngbi nha nhé. Co day canh cra go tuw ché ra roi cho to6i vao nha. Nam
gitta can phong la mot bép 10 that eo co6 xwa. Mot chiéc ghé sofa va viu nam
tredc cai bép. Con c6 mot cdi ban tho so dat ngay canh ctra s6 nhin xudng
thung ling. “Nao, vao day nao!” c6 chao mai khi thay t6i ngan ngai. Co cdi
4o, d4 vang doi ung ra, thay bing do6i giady da danh™. C6 bic ndi xudng
khoi bép r6i rét cai gi dé vao tach va mang dén cho t6i. T6i nhin c¢6 qua anh
sang mo nhat tda ra ti* ngon den 16ng dat trén ban. Co6 mac quan bang vai
bat va do choang len. T6i doan c6 khodng 30 tudi, véi mai téc sudn vang.
Guong mat gay go goc canh, toat ra nét than thién. “Chau dung it tra nau tw
cay de vang nhé,” co noi.

Toi doén ldy tach tra va wc ngay mot cach théem khat, tan huwéng tirng
dong nuwéc néng hoi tudn chdy vao bung. Co giat lai tach tra trwdc khi téi
kip uong hét. “Chau phai céi hét dong do w6t meém do6 ra ngay. Cdi tat ca
moi thit, mau.”

To6i ngan ngai, bén 1&n khi nghi dén viéc céi do trude mat nguoi la. “Oi

dao, cdi ngay di. Chau cha cho ta xem nhitng gi khac hon ngoai may th
ma ta da thdy nhiéu lan lam roi, chang ngai gi dau,” c6 giuc.
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CO c6 tam man - nhin cé vé nhw dwgc va viu tir nhitng manh vai cii - vat
ngang mot cai thanh dong vao goc phong tao thanh mot khong gian rieng.
CoO chi tay vé phia d6 va toi di ra dang sau tdim man, trit bo dan ting 16p
quan do. That may man khi cudn sach van con kho rao. T6i dat né 1én chiéc
tt nho hai ngan ¢ goc phong roi dua tirng manh quan ao cho c6. “Ta sé phoi
né canh bép,” c¢6 bdo. Néi xong c6 quay lai va kéo phang birc man ra. “Con
cai quan nita.” To6i khoanh tay lai treéc ngue. “Quy tha ma bat, thang nhéc

»
!

nay. Ta chang dung gi dén chi may dau. Cdi quan ra mau

That xau ho, téi ngoi xudng ghé, thdo Ging cao su ra, r6i dén may chiéc
quan. “R6i, dau dén noi nao phai khong?” Co doén 1ay ching va khic khich
cwoi. “Ta chang can chau phat nao dau! Cit mac quan 16t. Quy tha ma bat,
mdy cai quan nay w6t siing hét roi. Chau chwa bi hoai ti¢ day chi?”

“May ngén chan chau dang nhitc 1am,” t6i thu nhan.

“Vay thi cai tat ra ludn di!” Co treo ching lén, quay lai va kéu t6i 1én
sofa ng6i roi quy goi, xem xét may ngén chan cua t6i. “Chwa, chau chwa bi
hoai t&r dau, nhung ciling xém ro6i day.” Sau dé co6 luc loi trong rwong va lay
ra mot chiéc 4o somi tay dai bang vai fla-nen. Chiéc do nay han la ctia dan
ong, n6 qua kho so vdi co, 1am sao c6 c6 dugc né nhi. “Mdc né vao di réi
ctt ngoi day. Uong thém tra nay, n6 sé lam cho chdu am ngudi 1én tr trong
ra ngoai va day la cach t6t nhat day. Chau la con nha ai thé nhi?”

T6i ung dung ngoi trede bép ltra bap bung, hép tirng ngum tra &m ap.
T6i nhdc nhich may ngén chan. Ching van nhitc nhung cé vé la phan tng
cta sy phuc héi. “Chau la Sonny Hickam. Con thit ctia Homer va Elsie

Hickam a.”

“Chau la con caa Homer Hickam u?”
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Giong c6 day ngo vuc lam tdi cé chit hoang mang. B6 ¢6 kha nhiéu ké
thu. Phai chang nguwoi dan ba nay la mot trong sé ho, hay chéng, anh trai
ctia c06? “Vang, thwa c0,” t6i nbéi va can trong thém vao, “va cua Elsie
Hickam nita a.”

Co kéo ghé lai r6i ngoi xuong. “Co biét bd chau.” No6i roi cd quan sat toi.
“Co chang thay gi ca.”

To6i dang mac doc chiéc quan 16t nén cai nhin sam soi cta c6 lam toi thay
kho chiu. T6i chom nguwoi vé phia trudc, co kéo cang chiéc 4o somi trum

hét dui. “Co a?”

“Co khong thdy nét nao ctia 6ng dy tr chau cd. Dao nay ong dy dang lam
gi? Ong 4y c6 khée khong?”

Pay la lan dau tién c6 nguwoi héi tham t6i vé Bo. T6i nghi rang ai cling
biét vé dng. “Ong dy... binh thudng a. Lam viéc miét mai. Con Me vira ting
B6 chiéc dao cao rau chay dién lam qua Giang Sinh a.”

“That a, lay Chua toi!”

“Vang, thua co.”

“Ong ay vui vé chit?”

B6 t0i c6 vui khong ay a? To6i chang nghi 6ng cé trang thai vui hay buén
gi ca. “Chau doan thé a.”

Cau tra 161 nhat nhéo cua t6i c6 vé ciing da 1am c6 hai long. “U, t6t day,
rat tot. Tén c6 la Geneva Eggers.” Co bat tay t6i. T6i cam thidy né that
xuwong xau nhung am ap. “Rat vui vi dugc gap chau. Co biét bd chau lau
roi. N6i di, chdu muon vai lat banh mi ch?”
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Truwdc khi t6i kip trd 101 thi ¢6 da 16i ra mot cai chdo den to 16n r6i quang
vao do6 vai miéng ma& thit ngudi 1y ti lo ca phé dat trén néc bép. Poan co6
dat chédo lén bép, nghiéng qua mot bén, réi mé hdp banh mi trén chiéc ban
nho ra. Tiép dé co buwdc t6i sau mot birc man khéac réi di ra véi hai qua
trirng trén tay. Co dap tri’ng vao noi, dung nia danh chiing tan ra, nhing vao
4 14t banh mi, va cudi cung tha ching vao chiéc chdo dang nam trén bép.
Chi vay th6i ma mot chdc sau, cad can phong da syc mtc mui thom cia md&
thit ngudi va tri’ng néng hai.

“Bo chau va ¢6 cung 16n 1én ¢ Gary Holler,” c6 vira ndu vira ké. “Co
theo b6 chédu tir khi con quan ti 16t co. Ong dy ludn chdm séc moi ngudi
trong cai thung liing nhé do; ludn lo lang xem nhitng ngudi gia cé da than
trong 10 hay thitc dn chuyén dén tir ctva hang hay khong. Ong ay chéng giau
c6 hon ai nhwng lai tran day long nhan ai va san sang giup d& bat cit nguai
nao.” Poan c6 nhin t6i. “Chau dau c6 biét 1a c6 quen bé chau, ha?”

“Khong, thwa c6.” Sy that la toi chwa ti'ng nghe ké gi vé o ca.

“Chau cling biét bd cua ong ay bi cat cut hai chan trong ham mé phai
khong?”

“Vang, thua co. b6 la ong ndi Poppy cua chau a.”

“Um, nhung dé khong phai tat ca nhitng gi xay ra v6i 6ng ndi Poppy cta
chau dau. Ong 4y con bi ddp vao dau & khu mé Gary. That day! Bi mot
thanh sat to dap vao lam 6ng tré nén ngd ngan. Ca nam sau do, 6ng ay
chang lam viéc dwgc. B6 chau phéi nubi cad nha ong ay day,” co ké. “Nhung
chdng ai wa gi s c6 mat ctia bd chau cd. No6i cho chau biét day!”

Geneva ldy dia ra, xép may lat banh mi kiéu Phap 1én r6i dé trén ban. Co
con 16i ra mé6t lo mat ong nita. “An di nao, kéo ngudi mat.”
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Bita an that ngon lanh, chac mét phan do duwgc nau bang chiéc bép 106 cii
ki nay. Sau khi an xong, t6i hoi c6 cho di vé sinh. C6 dwa chiéc dén 1ong
cho t6i va bao: “Mang tng cao su vao. Di ra 16i ctra sau ay.”

Toi biét 16 dang nha xi xa nha nay. Ong ba ngoai di vé huu va séng
trong mot trang trai & Thung liing Abb’s, Virginia, va ho cling c6 mot cai
nha xi twong ty. Toi lan theo dau chan ctia c6 Geneva con han lai trén tuyét
va tim thay nha xi & cu6i duong. Nha xi nay la loai mot 16 don gian, nam
trong phan phu luc ctia cudn catalog Sears, Roebuck . Trdi qua lanh dé c6
thé ngoi nhon nho. T6i gidi quyét that nhanh roi trd lai can choi am 4p. Khi
vé dén noi, toi thdy quan do ctia minh dang nam trén chiéc givong nhoé hep
cta co. “Ciling gan kho roi day,” c6 Geneva vira néi vira lay tay vuot cho
ching thang thém. R6i c6 tién vé phia bép 16 va quay lung lai. “Chau mac
do vao di. Khong can phai ra dang sau tam man. Ta chang nhom trom dau!”

T6i dat chiéc den long xudng san roéi mdc tirng 16p 4o réi quan vao. Bay
gio chung that &m ap va gan nhu da kho han. T6i cam 1ay cuén sach hoa
tién, nhét vao dudi that lung. Poan t6i nguwdc 1én va thady c6 Geneva dang
nhin minh, chang biét 1a bao 1au r6i. “Chau... chau rat biét on, thwa co
Eggers,” toi lap bap. Ngoai Me ra, chwa c6 ai nhin t6i thay do, ma diéu do
cling xay ra cach day lau roi.

“Tén co la Geneva, cung a. Chau sé noi vGi bo rang da gap co chit? Rang
co da hong kho va cho chau an banh mi?”

Nghe c6 vé la mot 10i dé nghi ai oan nhat doi vai t6i. “Vang thua co.
Chau sé néi a.”

Co giup t6i khoac do choang vao. “No6i v6i 6ng ay khi khong cé mat me
chau nhé. C6 khong mudn ba hiéu lam dau.”
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T6i khong hiéu c6 ay c6 y gi nita nhung t6i chang héi lai. Nhw vay la
khong lich sy. Co dat t6i ra dwong, chiéc den 16ng dugc gio 1én cao. Xa xa,
toi nghe tiéng xe tai lach cach dang c6 leo qua ndi. Néu né vugt qua dugc,
toi s€ co thé truot theo vét xe dé lai.

“N6i v6i bo chau ngay nhé. Chau hita vdi c6 khong?”
T6i gat dau. “Vang, thwa c6. Cam on vi da cttu mang chau.”
“Quy than oi, nhéc ti a, dirng nhac lai viéc do nira.”

Chang lau sau, mot chiéc xe tai chd day than lu Iu xuat hién. T6i vay tay
chao c6 Geneva roi nhdy 1én xe trugt va nhanh chéng phéng xudng nui, lao
ao ao vé phia khu mé. Khi buwdc ra khoi xe trugt, toi da trong thady nha
minh. Moi ctta s6 déu dang sang dén. Ngay khi t6i vira dat chan lIén thém
sau nha thi cira bat m@. Gwong mat lo du cia Me xuat hién nhung ba t6 vé
khong muon cho toi biét. “Birng dem tuyét vao nha ddy,” ba canh bao roi
nhin t6i tir dau xuoéng chan. “Chwa bao gid con an mdc xdu xi dén vay.”

B0 xuat hién, trén tay cam t& bao budi chiéu. “B6 dang dinh 14i xe tai di
tim con day, anh ban tré a.”

T6i cdm thay that ty hao. “Con da dén Big Creek r6i tr§ vé trén xe trugt
tuyét ddy a!” Poan t6i 16i cudn sach tir trong do khodac ra. “Va nhin xem c6
Riley cho con céi gi nay.” To6i dwa né cho B6.

Ong doc qua twa deé roi ngdp ngirng 1at vai trang ra xem. “C6 vé day du
nhi,” 6ng nhan xét. Chiéc “hac phon” lai réo vang, 6ng dwa sach lai cho t6i
roi nghe dién thoai. “Cho S6 2 hoat dong néu S6 3 bi truc trdc nhé!” 6ng
hét 1én, va toi biét 6ng dang lo lang rang quat thong gi6 sé bi mat dién trong
con bao tuyét nay.
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To6i 1én lau, m& ctra phong Jim, anh dang nam won trén giwong doc tap
chi. “Bon em trugt suét doan dwong dén Big Creek day. Chua tirng cé ai
lam diéu nay trwéc day dau nhé.” Téi khoe khoang.

“Li thodi héa ching may dén truong a?” anh lau bau. “Ching ta 1€ ra
phai & nha chi¢. Lan sau ho sé bat moi ngudi di bd dén 16p cho ma xem.”

To6i vé phong, bat dén ban va bat dau han hoan doc sach, thuéng thitc tia
dé cua tirng chwong dén khi chgt nhé vé ¢d6 Geneva Eggers. T6i xudng nha
va thady B6 dang nam trén ghé banh, doc bao. Me thi & trong bép. “B6 a, co
co Eggers ¢ trén nui Coalwood da madi con vao nha va swdi am cho con. Co
dy muon con n6i cho B6 biét diéu nay.”

B0 roi mat khoi td bao liéc nhin 1én. “Co nao co chi?”

“Eggers. Geneva Eggers a.”

B0 sam soi toi roi can than dat to bao xudng chiéc ghé dé chan. “Con da
0 trong nha cua Eggers Geneva that a?”

“Trén nai Coalwood. Ngo6i nha nhé bén vé dwong, khodng mot phan ba
doan doc xudng nti a. Co con cho con an banh mi kiéu Phap. C6 mudn con
phai hita chac rang sé ké lai cho B6 biét.”

Chiéc “hac phon” lai reo, nhung 6ng khong hé nhdy nhém lén dé tra 10i.
Pay 1a 1an dau tién t6i thdy 6ng khong phan ttng nhvw vay. Ong nhin ti
cham cham. “Co ta con lam gi nita khong?”

“Khong a. Chi hong kh6 quan cho con théi.”

“Con c6i quan ra a?” Giong 6ng c6 vé cang thang.
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“Co0 dy con dwa cho con mot chiéc 4o somi tay dai dé mac nita.”

Ong diéng nguoi. “Va khong c6 chuyén gi xdy ra nita a? Con chic
khong?”

“Vang thwra B6. Con chac a.”

Sau cung Me ciing ra khéi bép va nghe dién thoai. Liic ba vira nghe may,
mot khodng lang troi qua, réi ba no6i: “T6i khong biét dau, Clyde. Cé 1é ong
ay chét roi ddy, néu khong thi anh da nghe giong ong ta chit khong phai toi
16i.”

B0 ct nhin t6i cham cham hé nhw 6ng c6 xem tdi c6 dang dua cgt gi
khong. Sau do, 6ng lai ho hét ra 1énh qua dién thoai nhuv thwong 1é.

Ngay hom sau, dudng van con qua tron dé xe buyt hoat dong, nhwng 1
nho6c hoa tién chiing t6i chang dai vwgt nii mot lan nita. Bon t6i da thuc
hién mot lan, thé 1a da roi. Chac chac ching téi sé dwgc ghi vao sach ki luc
vé nhitng anh hung thiéu nién mao hiém ctia Coalwood. Pém do, B6 vao
phong t6i, dong ctra lai. “Dé bd ké cho con nghe chuyén nay,” 6ng lén tiéng
va t6i ngling doc cudn sach héa tién. Ong ngdi 1én giwdng va c6 vé sip sta
chdng néi ra diéu gi vui vé ca.

“Khi b6 con tré, nhé tudi hon con bay gio,” 6ng tir ton ké, “mot can nha
cung day véi nha bé & Gary boc chdy. Nhitng ng6i nha cli & Gary thoi do
chi lam toan bang van ghép va gidy nham tho6i. Chi can mot dom Itva nho 1a
tat cd boc chay nhv ra. Lic d6 bd dang lui cui lam viéc & san sau thi thay
dam chay. Dudng nhu chang c6 ai xung quanh d6 nén b6 mon men lai gan,
nghi rang c6 ai bi mac ket bén trong. B6 ¢6 quan sat nhung khoi lan tda mu
mit. R6i b6 nghe tiéng em bé khéc. Nhung bo chang biét né dang ¢ dau vi
chang nhin thdy gi nén chi lan theo am thanh. Cudi cung bd tim thdy mot
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em bé dang khéc rong trong dam khoi, ci¥ nhw chang c6 gi trén thé gian nay
c6 thé giét chét né vay! Bo bé né 1én roi phong ra ctra s6 trede khi ngon Itra
kip nu6t tron ca hai. Sau d6 bo mdi biét ca gia dinh cua em bé dé6 déu mac
ket trong nha, nhuwng bo chang thay ai khac ngoai né. Ca nha tdm anh em,
b6, me déu bi thiéu rui.”

B6 xoay ngang ngudi, hai tay dat 1én ném. “B6 cam thay day dit mot
thoi gian dai. Lam thé nao ma bé lai khong nhin thdy nhitng nguoi do trong
can nha nhé bé ay chi?”

T6i nhin 6ng cham cham. Chang hiéu sao B6 lai ké cho t6i nghe cau
chuyén bi thdm nay chi¥, nhung vi bat c& 1y do gi, t6i cling muon 6ng dirng
lai. Vi mét ly do chang ly gidi dugc, toi cam thdy sg rang sé biét qua nhiéu

vé Ong.

B6 nhin thang vao mat t6i. “Du sao di nita, em bé d6 chinh 1a Geneva
Eggers do.”

“0” @6 1a tat ca nhitng gi toi c6 thé thét 1én. Toi nghi vé ¢6 Geneva trong
hinh hai m6t em bé t0i nghiép nam trong vong tay Bo trén duong tim dén
binh an, mat t6i chot rém 1é. Nhung t6i o nén lai.

B6 nhin Ién tran nha, mot chudi hinh anh roi rac map ma tai hién trong
dau ong. Ong hing giong 6ng néi tiép. “Sonny, con biét gi vé cudc doi
16i?”

Tbi ching hiéu 6ng muén néi gi. “It thdi a, con doan vay.”

“B0 noi ve... con gai ay.”

(‘6 »
.
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“Con chua tung...”
T6i do mat. “Chuwa dau, Bo.”

B6 tap trung nhin vao mot mo hinh mdy bay nam trén néc ti quan 4o.
“B0 chang doi nao ké cho ai khac nghe vé viéc minh da & trong nha cua
Geneva Eggers dau. C6 ta dang lam vai diéu mo am & d6. May tén thg mé
tap s - O ta gan nhu la ban gai ctia ho vay.”

T6i van khong hiéu. “Ngudi nao a?”

BO cau may. “Nhiéu hon mdt nguoi... kha nhiéu day. Thinh thodng con
c6 vai ga dan 6ng c6 vg roi nita co.”

Mat t6i tron xoe va chac chan mom dang ha hoc ra. Bay gio thi toi da
hiéu. “C6 ta con ban ruwgu 1au nita,” B6 noi tiép, mat van dan vao mo6 hinh
mdy bay. “Chong c6 ta thiét mang trong khu mé Gary 5 nam vé truéc.
Canh sat truy dudi c6 ta dén day. Bé da cho c6 ngbi nha xiéu veo do6 va bao
Tag dé c6 ta dugc yén than. Mac c6 ta mudn lam gi thi 1am.” Néi xong 6ng
ding day va di ra ctta. “Bdy gio thi con biét moi chuyén roi dé. Bing cé
gdp co ta nita, va dirng bao gio, khong bao gio ké lai cho Me con nhitng
chuyén vtra roi.”

B0 budc ra va nhe nhang déng ctra lai. Con toi 1é loi trong phong, nght
suy vé nhitng gi ong vira ké. T6i muwong twong vé nguwdi dan ba trong ngoi
nha xiéu veo 4y, vé viéc co ay da doi xi vGi toi tot thé nao, va cdm giac khi
B0 nhdy vao bién Itra ngay ay. T6i nghi rang minh chang thé nao diing cam
nhw vay. B4t nhién t6i thay that ty hao vé 6ng, chang phai chi vi hanh dong
nghia hiép xwa kia ctia 6ng, ma chinh vi 6ng da tirng la con ngudi nhw thé
nao khi con & thi trdn Gary va ong da tré thanh nguwdi nhw thé nao sau bao
cong viéc vat va do.
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Hom sau, xe buyt hoat dong trg lai. Toi thuwong xuyen tim bong dang cua
c0 Geneva Eggers tren duong qua lai. Boi luc co ditng do, don doc mot
minh bén vé duong. Co doi theo ctra s6 khi xe buyt chay ngang, va nhoén
miéng cuwoi khi nhin thay t6i. Nhung co6 chang vay tay chao, va toi ciing
vay. C6 la mot bi mat cua Bo va toi lai 1a bi mat cua co.
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14. COT THAN PHAT NO

Auk XVI - XIX

TU KHI nhan duoc 14 thu tir nguwdi dan ong vi dai do, téi cam thay nhu
minh da thuc sy dugc gia nhap vao ddi ngili cia Tién si von Braun. Vao
ngay 1 thang 2, t6i nghe radio loan bdo tin ngwdi Nga lai ti€p tuc phong
Luna 1, vat thé nhan tao dau tién cé thé thang duwgc sirc hit cua trai dat.
Van toc can dat dugc dé thuc hién duge diéu nay la 25.500 dam/gig, tuong
dwong véi 7 dam/gidy, mot khoang cach ma t6i dé dang twéng twgng dugc
vi n6 ngang bang vdi con duwong tir Coalwood dén Welch. Khi ngudi Nga
phong con tau vii tru ctia ho vé huwéng mat trang, toi cling tréo 1én mai nha
cta Club House, dung kinh vién vong ctia Jake dé c6 nhin thay dau vét cta
nd. Jake khong tham gia cung t6i lan nay vi anh dang ban hen ho véi co thu
ky méi nhat ctia 6ng Van Dyke, mot c6 nang toc do dén tir Ohio. Mac du ba
Van Dyke da doa la sé thué mot & thu ky x4du xi cho chéng minh nhung sy
that thi mot co6 nang xinh xan khac tir mién Bac lai xuat hién. Jake dirng
bén duédi r6i goi vdi 1én héi téi: “Thdy ngwoi Nga trén madt trang chwa,
Sonny?”

T6i tho dau ra khoi canh mai nha va vay tay. “Chua thdy gi, anh Jake a.
Anh c6 thay gi ¢ duwéi do khong?”

Anh ngtra dau ra sau, hwdng vé phia mat trang va cat tiéng ha vang vong,
ngay ltic do thi c6 nang téc do xuat hién tai hién nha ctia Club House, tiéng
dinh giay kéu lich kich. Mat t6i xoe tron ca ra khi chitng kién Jake 6m c6
nang vao long, xoay mot vong, tho tay bop vao nguc co ay roi dwa co ra
chiéc xe Corvette ctia anh. Ca hai cho banh xe xoay tit va phong vé mot noi
v6 dinh nao d6. Bong t6i cam thay ghen ti v6i anh, tham wdc mot ngay nao
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do t6i cling hoc dugc sy ty tin va nhitng lac thu ctia cudc doi nhu vay.
Nhung sau tham trong trai tim t6i véi mot niém dau voO tan, t6i nghi ngo
rang minh chang bao gio c6 thé dat dugc diéu d6. Bugc sinh ra va thudc
noi giong mién Tay Virginia, d6i véi toi, nghi vé mdt niém vui qua do la
viéc xa xi, va c6 1é 1a mot toi 161 nita.

T6i trd lai v6i chiéc kinh vién vong va hé nhin qua lang kinh. Theo dy
doan thi con tau ctua ngwoi Nga sé c6 mau do. Toi ¢ trén mai nha ca dem
trong chi€c 4o len ndng trich; mot lic sau t6i thiép di canh ong khoi, roi
giat minh tinh day va lai nhin qua kinh vién vong. May thay, chang c6 mot
ngoi sao mau dé mang tinh dot bién to 16n nao xuat hién trén mat trang
vang tron vanh vanh cad. Hom sau, t& Welch Daily News cho biét Luna 1 da
bay chéch mat trang nhung khong nhiéu lam, chi khodng 3.728 dam ma
thoi. Cac chinh tri gia va nha binh luan lo ngai rang viéc gi sé xdy ra néu
lan thir nghiém sau ngwoi Nga cé thé dung vao mat trang, ching ta sé tiép
tuc song trong mot thé gidi nhw thé nao day? T6i cling lo lang theo. Dén lic
nao ching ta mdi c6 thé dudi kip nguwdi Nga day? Moi lan nguwoi My phong
1én mot vé tinh thi ngwdi Nga lai phong 1én mot chiéc to 16n va vuot tréi
hon. Nhung t6i tin rang it nhat cling con c6 Wernher von Braun dang c6
gang lam mot diéu gi d6. Va trong sitc mon ctia minh, t6i cling dang no luc
khong ngung.

Moi ngay sau gio tan hoc, t6i déu voi vang phong dén ban hoc va miét
mai nghién cttu cudn sach hoa tién. Vao cubi tuan, Quentin cling bat xe
sang nha toi dé dugc tryc tiép tham khdo cudn sach nay. Ca budi sang, cau
ay ngoi sudt ¢ chai nha, can than, tén kinh 14t ti'ng trang sach, mat danh lai
to vé dang tap trung cao d6. Toi c6 ngo6i xudng bén canh cau dy nhung cé
qua nhiéu diéu t6i mudn thac mac va diéu dé sé gay xao lang cuc ki.
Chipper vat véo trén vai Quentin, hai con mat nhé den nhanh cta né dang
doi theo ting trang sach. That ra, sy thich thu cua no lam toi lo sg thi dung
hon. Mua dong nam ngodi, Chipper da tirng gam nhadm cu6n Kinh Théanh
cta gia dinh, xuyén sudt tt* muc Genesis dén Revelation, xé vun moi hoi trc
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cta nha Hickam titng chiat mot. Me thi luén cho né la mot con vat dé
thwong nhat trén doi. Nhung doi vdi toi, bat cit mot vét gam nao xudt hién
trén trang gidy cua cudn sach héa tién thi toi thé sé phat dong ngay mua san
ban dac biét nham vao con vat gam nham c6 dudi 16ng 14 nay.

Me lam banh mi xtc xich chién cho bita trwa roi goi bon téi vao bép.
Vao dén ban an ma Quentin van khong ngirng lat sach. R6t cudc cau ay
cling phat biéu, “C6 rat nhiéu ly thuyét trong sach danh cho nguoi doc da
thong thao nhitng dé tai ma ching ta chwa hé biét dén nhw nhiét dong lyc
hoc va tich phan. Cau cé chia y dén doan thao luan vé doi Iwu gitta en-tro-pi
va dang nhiét khong?”

T6i kéo ghé lai gan Quentin. T6i da bé qua chwong sach ma cau ay dang
doc, c6 tya dé “Co ban vé khi dong lwc.” “T¢ khong nghi rang trong
chwong nay c6 gi gitup bon minh ché tao ra mét qua tén Itra tot hon ca,” toi
phan tran. That ra, hang dong trang sach chita day céng thitc trong do da
lam t6i ngan ngai, khong mang nghién cttu qua.

“Co 1€ la khong,” cau ay lanh lung dap lai, nhin t6i mot cach khinh
thwong nhu thé bat ngo tredc suy nghi ndng can cta t6i. “Chang 1é chiing
khong phai 1a nhitng thit cdu muén tim hiéu a? T4t ca nhitng cong thitc nay
déu thé hién nhitng gi xdy ra cho khi ga khi n6 di qua mot 6ng dan.” Cau ay
nhin t6i lan nita. “Sonny, 6ng dan nay va miéng tén l¥ra hoan toan giong

»
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nhau doé

Co6 1é mat t6i dang do ra vi thady Quentin thé dai, 1at trang sach ra roi chi
vao bitc anh minh hoa: hai hinh thang nam hai bén, hai canh nho déi dién
nhau. Hinh vé dugc cha thich “Nhitng dac diém cua 6ng dan danh cho khi
no va nén ¢ dudi van téc am thanh hay nhanh hon van téc am thanh.” “bay
r6i,” cau 4y hoan hi. “Cau trd 16i cho moi th la & day nay. Cau thay
khong?”
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T6i liéc mat qua birc vé minh hoa. “Thay cdi gi co chi?”

“Nhin nay! N6 giai thich rdo miéng tén Itta hoat dong nhw thé nao, vi sao
né lai dugc thiét ké nhuw vay. Cau cling khong thém doc vé miéng tén lira
De Laval a?”

It nhat thi cai ndy tdi cling dd xem qua roi. Carl Gustav De Laval 1a mot
k¥ sw nguoi Thuy Dién, 6ng da chi ra rang khi gan mot 6ng dan phan ky
vao phan hdi tu ctia miéng tén liva (dai khai la chéng ngwoc c6 mot vat
xuong phan hong nhé hep ctia mot vat khac) thi chat Ivu (hay khi) phut ra
tir phan hong sé chuyén thanh dong nang phan lyc. Néi cach khéc, khi di ra
khoi 6ng dan sé nhanh hon rat nhiéu lan so véi lic di vao. Khi t6i néi cho
Quentin nhan thitc ctia minh vé linh vic nay thi cau ay gat dau. “Pung,
ding. Cau hiéu réi ddy. Qua t6t.”

“Vay ching ta nén ché tao...”

Nét mat Quentin toat 1én vé ti man. “De Laval da tinh toan rat chinh xac
cho viéc ché tao miéng tén Itta. Chuing ta sé lam theo, Sonny a,” ndi réi cau
ay quay lai ban an, v&i 1dy miéng banh mi kep xtc xich, “va do cao tén ltra
cta ching ta dat duwgc sé khong con tinh bang mét nita ma sé bang dam.”
Quentin ngoam mot miéng that to va nhai ngau nghién, vai cong bap cai
con long thong quanh mép.

“Sé lam dwgc néu nhw ching ta c6 thé hiéu dugc may cong thitc trong
nay,” toi bao.

Quentin gat gu. “Pung. D6 méi la van dé can giai quyét day.”

MOT PEM, mot con dia chan 1am t6i giat minh thic gidc, tim dap thinh
thich trong 16ng ngwc. Cho sua inh éi khap thung liing, hang loat nhitng
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tiéng hu, ang ang c loan ca lén. Dién thoai trong phong Bo reo vang, roi
toi nghe tiéng chan 6ng giam xuéng san. Sau d6 6ng phéng voi xudng lau,
toi con nghe r6 titng bwdc chan 6ng thinh thich & bac thang xudng tang
ham. T6i nhin ra ngoai thdy ong dang khoac v6i do choang va trén duong
hwéng vé khu mo. Chgt 6ng dirng lai, ho hiing hang roi lai budc tiép.

Ca khu mo bing sang, nhitng anh den pha chaéi loi quét doc ngang trén
mat dat. Moi ngwoi bat dau do ra san ban tan qua hang rao réi tum lai thanh
t'ng nhom, x6n xao. Me xu6ng nha, choang voi do khoac trong nha 1én
nguoi. T6i va anh Jim van mac do ngu, khoac ao choang vao roi theo chan
ba ra ngoai san. Ba Sharitz ké lai sy viéc nghe ngéng dwgc cho ching t6i
biét. Pa c6 mot vu nd 16n xdy ra trong ham mo. Pong nghia vdi viéc cé
mot hodc nhiéu cay cot than da phat no. T6i nhé nhitng gi B6 tirng noi
trong ngay Chu nhat hdm 4y rang nang lwgng tich tu lai trén cot than tao
b&i hang tdn da dé nang lén ching. Nhung 6ng cling da no6i cho toi biét
rang ho da tinh toan rat ki lwdng nham dam bdo may cay cot co6 thé chiu
dugc sitc nang do, chac chan da cé sai sot gi roi. Toi kéo Me ra mot bén,
néi cho ba nghe nhitng gi t6i biét. Ba nhin t6i chua chat. “B6 con sé giai
quyét viéc nay,” ba néi.

“Nhung c6 gi do6 khong 6n Me a. Lé ra diéu nay khong nén xay ra.”

Ba chot té ra gian dit va cu tiét khi phai néi vé diéu nay. “Sonny, me da
song canh mo than su6t ca doi nay roi. Nhitng diéu dang 1€ duwgc thyc hién
va nhitng gi that sy xdy ra la hai khia canh hoan toan khac nhau. Con nghi

ong noi Poppy phai bi cut chan a?”

“Nhung B0 néi rang tat ca nhitng tinh toan déu dwoc thyc hién ding dan
ca ma...”

“Thé con nghi rang Wernher von Braun tinh toan ding sao? Me van thdy
may qua tén Itra cia 6ng dy no tan tanh day thoi.” Ba két luan.

https://thuviensach.vn



Me xiét chat 4o khoac vao ngwdi hon roi bé di. Mot ldc sau, 1t ché da bat
dau ngtrng tru, chi con vang vang nhitng tiéng ang ang, va roéi moi ngwoi
cling tr& vao nha. Bubi sang va gan nhu cd ngay hom sau B6 khong vé nha
nhung ching t6i nghe dugce tir thong tin hang rao la khong c6 ai bi thuong,
va chi c6 mot cot than trong khu mé bé hoang cach xa céng treong bi nd
ma thoi. Bo cung véi doi ciru ho - ho ty hao xung danh la Biét Boi Nuot
Khoi - lao vao ham mo cho c6 c6t than da n6 tan nat, phong truong hop co
ngwoi gap nan ¢ doé. Toi biét dugc diéu nay khi dang ngo6i trong phong thi
nghiém va nghe Me can nhdn B6 trong bép. “D6 khong phai 1a viéc cta
anh, Homer a,” ba néi khi dang ditng canh cai thang xép ngay trudc bitc vé
cua minh.

“Anh dd hudn luyén dam ngudi do, Elsie a.”

“Vay thi hay dé ho lam chitc trach cia minh. Anh nén ditng sau moi viéc
nhw 6ng Van Dyke 4dy.”

“Em chang hiéu gi ca,” B6 dap.

“Homer,” ba thé dai, “ diéu em hiéu ré nhat trén trai dat cti xuwa nay
chinh la anh d6.”

VAO THU BAY, troi trong xanh, gié se lanh, ching tdi cdm Auk XVI
vao cay dinh vi tren bé phong. Mot nhom nguoi ding ben dwong hao hic
cho doi. Basil cling da xuat hién, dang ngo6i chém ché trén mui xe Edsel cta
anh. Ngac nhién hon ntta, hoi Con Gai Md&i Lén cling c6 mat, ho ding
riéng ré ra mot nhom trong nhitng chiéc 4o da dac trung. Nhin thay
Valentine Carmina trong do, t6i buwdc lai phia ho, hom nay chi quyén ri
chét ngwoi trong chiéc vay den bé sat va do len trang c6 tim.
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“Chi phai chitng kién tdn mat tén ltta cia em thoi Sonny a,” chi tinh quai
néi va quang lay tay t6i, kéo ra khdi dam con gai kia. Cac chi dy dang phi
phéo thudc 14 va tré ngon tay giita vé phia may thang con trai dang dé biu
ho. “Chi khong nén di dau cting 16i bon no6 theo nira,” chi nhin dam ban cta
minh roi thé dai.

“Em rat vui vi si c6 mat cta chi, Valentine a,” t6i dap, chgt long cam
thdy am ap biét bao. Hai bau nguc ctia chi ngon gan hét canh tay t6i vao
trong.

Chgt chi budng ra va bat dau ngam nghia t6i. “Sonny, chi cé diéu nay
phai néi v&i em. Chi biét em dang yéu Dorothy Plunk mot cach cuéng dai,
nhung c6 vé c6 ta chang hitng tht gi dén em dau. Mot chang trai dé thwong
nhu em khong dang bi nhw vay.” Noi r6i chi cwdi va nhdy mat. “Em xitng
dang c6 dugc mot ngwoi con gai biét tran trong em. Chi khong am chi r6
mot ai hét nhung em nén ty minh nhin lai xung quanh di nhé.”

Luwdi toi nhw bi that nat lai. Trong khi t6i chwa biét phan tng nhw thé nao
thi Roy Lee dén bén canh cat tiéng: “Xin 16i, minh that sy khong mudn xen
vao thoi khac nay nhung ching ta phai phong hoa tién ngay bay gio.” Noéi
réi cau ay nam chat tay to6i 16i di, miéng lam bam. “Gid lai ldng nhadng véi
mot mu dan ba nita a.”

T6i cd gang dinh than lai va bat dau nghi ngoi rang khéng biét Roy Lee
c6 noi gi cho Valentine nghe khong nita. Nhung trede khi toi kip két toi gi
thi nghe tiéng Quentin hud 1én. Cau ay dang & phia dudi, trong tay cam mot
chiéc dién thoai cli cia ham moé ma O’Dell va Roy Lee da trom vé tw
chudng la; va t6i ciling con nhé ro rang minh van ng 6ng Van Dyke vé
khodn nay. Pay la lan dau tién ching t6i thtt nghiém né. Sherman ctung
O’Dell da di day nhg cho dién thoai sudt ca budi sang va gan ching vao
binh dc-qui xe tai cli ki dwgc bo ctia Emily Sue tang. Vira vao trong 16 cot
thi tiéng oang odc phat ra tir dién thoai lam toi giat thét cad nguwoi. “Lo cot,”
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Sherman néi vao dién thoai r6i lang nghe. “N6 hoat dong, hoat dong that
r6i!” cau ay hét toang 1én.

Chung t6i lan luwgt dung dién thoai dé lién lac v&i Quentin. “Cau san sang
chwa?” t6i phan khich hoi.

“San sang ro6i!”

“Vao vi trl nao.” T6i nhin moi ngwoi xung quanh. Roy Lee chay ra
ngoai, givong la cd BCMA 1én cot. Bén khi cau dy quay lai thi t6i bat dau
dém, con Sherman phu trach lién lac vé&i Quentin qua dién thoai. “Mudi-
chin-tam-bay...”

Dbén 0, t6i chap day moi cua binh ac-qui, mot tia Itta dién 16e sang va roi
Auk XVI bét thinh linh nhdy vot l1én khoi que dinh vi trén bé phéng, chum
Itra cia chat no6 keo ngot phut ra dit doi, kéo theo mét vét khoi dai, vt
thang 1én khong trung. Puoi khoi hién ra rat rd nén chiing t6i dé dang doi
theo dwong bay ctia n6. Khi chi con 1a mot cham nho trén bau troi, Auk XVI
bat dau danh mot vong cung r6i tr ti* roi xuéng. Toi nghe mot tiéng uych
hoan hédo khi n6 cham xuéng 16p than cam duéi dat.

Chung toi da phong ca thay 3 qua tén lwa trong ngay hom do, 2 qua dai
61cm va 1 qud dai 91cm, tinh dén thoi diém nay da co t6i Auk XIX roi. Moi
qua tén Itta déu hoat dong hoan hao, phong lén trdi, bay theo qui dao hinh
é-lip roi roi xuéng bai than cam. Billy nham may kinh vi ctia cau tr vi tri
canh 16 c6t, con Quentin thi thyc hién tir vung dat bén dudi. Quan sét tir hai
diém khac nhau sé cho ra két quéa lwvgng gidc chinh xac hon. Theo két qua
cua Quentin, 2 qua dai 61cm dat do cao 914,4 mét, con qua dai 91cm thi
chi 1én dugc 609,6 mét. Diéu nay da phan nao khang dinh nghi ngo cta
ching t6i vé sy lién quan gitta tam hoat dong va kich thwéc cua tén lira.
Khong phai c to hon la c6 thé bay cao hon dugc. Basil luon trgc canh bén
khi chung toi ban bac va ghi chép lai moi sy viéc.
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Chot toi nghe tiéng ken vang 1én va Hoi Con Gai Mé&i Lén luc tuc ra ve.
Ai d6 dang vay vay mot vat mau hong ti ctra s6 sau cta xe hoi. Thi ra la
may cai quan I6t. “T& tw héi vi sao phu nit lai mac nhitng thit nhw thé nhi,”
Quentin ngan ngo trong khi lii choai choai ching t6i dang dan mat vé phia
dé, mom ha héc ra. “Chiing qua tron dé nam vira van vao ban toa nhw vay.”

“Cam di Quentin,” Roy Lee quat.

“T¢ cting khong hiéu vi sao hg phai mang tat roi. Néu nhu ching c6 thé
dinh vao véi cai, e hém, quan 16t thi c6 phai tién 1gi hon khong.”

“Cdm ngay di Quentin,” ca bon dong thanh quat. Basil cwdi phé 1én va
ghi chép lai moi thur.

Lic ching t6i roi khoi Cape Coalwood vé nha tdéi dé hop hoi nghi
BCMA thi Jim dang ng6i xem tivi trén sofa va dwa mat sam soi ca bon.
“May dita dan ba ching may néi nho di mét chit duge khong?” anh cau
nhau khi bon t6i dang ban tan vé mdy qua tén Ira.

Quentin dang cam trong tay mot to McDowell County Banner c6 bai viét
md&i nhat cia Basil vé bon t6i. Jim giat 1ay, doc lw6t qua réi quang xudng
san. “Sao lai c6 nhitng ké roi viéc roi viét bao vé bon may nhi? Lii bay
phong hoa tién, r6i sao nao?”

“Con nguoi thé hién sy ghen ti bang rat nhiéu cach,” Quentin dgp lai.
“Nhung treong hgp cta anh, 1do Jim hgm hinh a, thi qua la cong khai mot

cach qua 10 lieu.”

Jim quay sang nhin t6i. “May lo ma kéo thang ban ngd ngan ctia may lai
di, khong thi tao sé dap n6 chét di bay gio day.”
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Quentin vung nam ddm lén trdi r6i maa loan xi. “Nhao vao day, thang
cot dot kia. Tao san sang ti€ép may bat ct lic nao!”

“Tao chap mot tay sau lwng van c6 thé nudt gon may day nhéc,” anh t6i
gam gur.

Quentin cwdi pha Ién. “Tao cling c6 thé gidu mot bén 6c sau lvng ma van

»
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thong minh hon may day

Jim do mat va vut ditng day khoi ghé sofa. Anh day vang toi ra, va co 1é
da chop dugce Quentin néu Roy Lee khong kip can thiép. That ra Roy Lee
cling chang la gi so v&i anh t6i nhung cling tao da thoi gian cho t6i bo day
cling st canh bén cau dy. It nhiu gi ca hai dita cling c6 thé gdy khé dé cho
Jim. “Li dan ba bai ndo,” anh Iam bam ro6i lai quang minh xuéng sofa.

“Hay ra khéi day khi con c6 thé,” toi thi tham vao tai Roy Lee va roi
Sherman, O’Dell, Billy cung t6i 16i Quentin 1én lau vé phong t6i. Liic nay
Quentin van khong ngtng lap bap. Chipper lao vao phong, phéng ngang
qua chung t6i r6i treo minh 1én man ctta. T6i dwa cudn sach hoa tién cho
moi nguwoi cung chiém nguwdng nhitng trang viét cong thirc. “Dé hiéu dugc
moi thit viét trong cudn sach nay,” t6i giai thich, “ching ta phai hoc tich
phan.”

“Va ca phép tinh vi phan nita,” Quentin thém vao.

“Hai cau co dien khong?” Roy Lee hoi. “Bay gio chung ta con khong co
du thoi gian dé lam bai tap vé nha nita kia.”

“Du sao di nita,” Quentin qua quyét “ching ta van phai thuc hién diéu

2»

nay.
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“Té cling muodn hoc tich phan,” Sherman ndi mot cach gian di, va réi
O’Dell va Billy cling dong tinh theo.

Roy Lee thd dai. “Bon minh, mot 14 quy than dong qué ctia mién Tay
Virginia dang muon trd thanh nhitng Albert Einstein.”

“Wernher von Braun chit,” toi dinh chinh.

“Cling vay théi,” cau dy dap. Nghe giong diéu nay, t6i biét rang cau dy sé
tiép tuc sat canh cung bon toi.
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15. CANH SAT TIEU BANG

THAY HARTSFIELD ddy ngugc cudn sach trén ban vé phia toéi. “Em
lam phién bita an trra cta thay bang thit vé van nay a? Lam sao cac em
nghi rang minh c6 thé hoc dwoc tich phan trong khi con chwa hiéu duoc dai
s6?” Y ndy 4m chi t6i ddy, vi mdy dia kia déu dugc diém A mon dai s6 ca.

Quentin xen vao dé xin giup. “Thwa thay, bon em cling da ting tw hoc
lwgng gidc.” Vira néi cu dy vira dua ra cudn sach cua Jake. “Bon em can
né dé tinh ra do cao ma tén ltra dat dwogc. Nhung c6 vé tui em khong thé
nao tu hoc tich phan duwgc. Ching em that sy can dugc gidap do, thwa thay.”

Thay Hartsfield nhin Quentin day cam thong. “Co 1é em c6 thé tiép thu
dwgc may tht nay,” thay bdo, nhung roi lai guc mai dau bac xuodng.
“Nhung khong, thay khong thdy muc dich nao ro rang cho viéc nay ca.”

“Ching em can hoc dé cé thé biét cach cai thién viéc ché tao tén Ira,
thua thay,” toi nai ni. “Piéu nay hoan toan t6t cho twong lai ctia chiing em,
thay khong thdy sao?”

Chot thay Hartsfield t6 vé mém yéu trong gidy lat, mat long lanh ngan
nuwdc, nhung réi trd lai ngay vé nghiém khac thuwong 1€. “Hickam a, t6i c6
nghe no6i vé nhom cua em. Thay Turner ciing tirng nhac vé cac em, nhung
khong c6 10i tot dep nao ca.”

“Néu nhu ching em cé thé xin thay Turner chdp nhan cho thay day
ching em thi sao a?” toi hoi.
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Mot nu cuwdi chgt thoang hién trén mat thay Hartsfield. “Thay di nhién sé
lam theo chi thi ctia thady Turner. Nhung hién nhién em biét chang c6 hy
vong mong manh gi vé 16p hoc nay ca.”

“Sao lai khong a?” Billy gang hai.

“Bai vi,” thay Harstfield thé dai, nhin xuéng va lac dau, “day la truong
Big Creek. Néu nhu la truong Welch thi hiéu truédng ¢ do co thé tan thanh
16p hoc nay, nhung ¢ day thi khong. Chung ta dang @ trong ngoi treong cua
nhitng ngwdi thg mo va cau thu bong bau duc, va tir dé6 dén nay, ching ta
lu6n la nhw vay ma thoi.”

Chtng t6i lao nhao phan dé6i. “That khong cong bang chiit nao!”

Chot thay Hartsfield quac mat nhin bon t6i. “Ai néi v6i cac em rang

cudc song nay cong bang ha?” thay héi.

“XEM NAO, mdy cau bé ché tao bom-6ng,” thay Turner cat 15i tit bén
kia ban gidy. “Va ca c6 Riley nita? To6i hy vong rang c6 khong phdi tdi day
dé bao cho t6i biét 1a da 1am no6 tung 16p hoa hoc chi!”

Co Riley tir ton trinh bay vGi thay vé muc dich cia bon t6i va dwa cho
ong xem cudn sach hoéa tién. “Cac em ay hoan toan nghiém tic trong viéc
nay, thwa thay Turner,” co két lai cau chuyén.

“Vay la thay Hartsfield cling dong tinh a?” 6ng hai.

“Néu thay cho phép thi thay Harstfield sé day cho chiing em a,” t6i dap.

“Poi dap rat khéo day, Hickam,” thay Turner quan sat, mot bén 16ng may
nhuwéng lén. “Co Riley, c6 cé that sy tin rang day la y twéng tét khong?”
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“Vang cé, thua thay.”

Thay nhip nhip ngoén tay 1én mat ban lang bong. “T6i thdy rang c6 con
phai hoc lai ki luat nha treong day. Cho du c6 muon, t6i cling khong thé
cap phép cho 16p hoc nay. Phai c6 sw chap thuan ctia giam doc s& nita,
nhung chac chan rang diéu nay la vé phuong. ‘R. L., c6 dang mo mong trén
may roi day!” ong ay sé ndi thé.” Néi roi thay xua tay ra hiéu cho ching t6i
ra khéi phong. “Xong r6i. Cac ngudi c6 thé di.”

Hom dé, co6 Riley gidng bai ma khong c6 nhiét huyét nhu thwong 1€,
khoe moi c6 chung xuong. Néu Me t6i nhin thay lic nay, at han ba sé phan
ngay rang c6 Riley “dang dé ban chat Ireland troi day,” va vi c6 Riley that
st la ngudi Ireland nén toi cling cam thay cé gi dé nguy hiém. Trén duong
dén 16p hoc mén Van sau do, t6i thdy co6 buwéc ra tiv phong nghi gido vién,
thay Harstfield ndi gét ding sau. Ong dang dan mét xudng san, dau thi lic
nguady ngudy. Bat chot c6 bat gdp anh mat cta téi va nhay mat lai mot cai.

HOm sau, t6i va Quentin dang ng6i trong 16p tap may danh chir thi dwoc
1énh 1én trinh dién tai van phong cta thay Turner. Bén noi, c6 Turner, vg va
cling dong thoi la thw ky cua thay Turner, ditng bat day khoi ghé, t6 vé cuyc
ki khan trvong. Co dat ching t6i vao trong. Hai ngwdi dan 6ng mac quan
phuc dang ditng canh ctra s6 quay lai nhin ching t6i, bang vai trén tay ho
twgng trung cho Canh sat Tiéu bang mién Tay Virginia. “Ching né day
roi,” thay Turner néi, qua giong diéu nay t6i biét rang minh dang gap rac
roi 16n.

May chud cénh sat tiéu bang nay tréng that to 16n trong bé quan phuc
xam, uy thé cta ho cé thé lam thodi chi bat cit ai. Mot trong hai nguwdi budc
vé phia chung t6i, trong tay chi cam mot chiéc 6ng kim loai dai, c6 gan bo
phan thang bang. “May chii nhé c6 nhan ra thi nay khong?” Chu dy dwa né
cho chiing t6i xem, ca hai cung tré mat nhin.
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“Cua cac em phai khong?” Thay Turner ra giong két toi.

Quentin hoan hon truwde t6i. “Cho phép chau xem xét ki lai né dugc chiy
a?” Chu canh sat dwa vat thé d6 cho Quentin va cau ay xoay ngugc dau no
lai. “That thu vi day, phai khong?” cau ay hoi t6i. “Nhin ki cach thic bo
thang bang dugc gan vao nay. Thay khong? Co gan 10 xo. Mot thiét ké that

»
!

tinh vi
“N6 la céi gi vay?” toi hoi, rot cudc cling cé thé néi nén 10i.

“Thoi nao cac em,” thay Turner bdo. “Cac em phai néi ra sy that di. Thay
nghi cac em phai biét rd n6 la céi gi chi. N6 la cai thit ma cac em van goi
1a hoa tién chit con gi nita.”

“Khong dau, thwa thay,” t6i dap. “N6 khong phdi a. Nhung ma cai bo
thang bang nay...” t6i cam ldy vat thé do6 tir tay Quentin. T6i khong biét
chac la minh dang nhin vao vat gi, nhung cho du né la cai gi di nita, t6i van
muon so sanh dién tich cta bo thang bang va dién tich cia phan 6ng. Toi
cam gidc rang c6 nhitng kién thitc ma minh c6 thé hoc héi tir day. “Cha cho
bon chau cai nay dugc khong a?”

Chu canh sat giat cai ong lai, mat may sa sam. “Khong dugc, né la vat
chitng day! Cai hda tién chét tiét ctia cac chau da lam chdy ring. N6 da dot
trui ca dinh ndi Davy va ti nita thi thiéu luon may can nha trén Quoc 16 S6
52 roi.”

T6i bat dau mo hé nhé lai tin titc vé vu chay nay c6 dang trén bao Welch

Daily News. C6 mot vai suy doan rang da co ké co tinh gay nén vu hoa
hoan nay. “Chung chau khong gay nén vu nay dau!” toi kéu lén.
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“Chu da doc tin ti’c vé bon chau trén céi to bdo 14 cai do,” chu canh sat
thit hai cat tiéng, b6 mac 16i phan doi cta t6i. Chua dy c6 khuoén mat chi
dién to 16n va doi mat luon do tim sy gian d6i. “May dia la nhitng nguoi
duy nhat trong cai tinh nay c6 thé phéng hoa tién, cho nén thu pham khong
ai khac 1a bon chau.” No6i r6i chad 1ay cong ra. “Bi nao. Chu phai gidi cac
chau vé Welch dé hau toa. Ca hai chinh thitc bi bat.”

“Con may dita nita cung tham gia vu nay,” thay Turner néi. “B¢€ toi goi
bon no6 lén luon.”

Bat chot c6 Riley xuat hién. “Sao cac anh lai de dga may dita nhé nay
chit?” c6 gdng héi r6i chen vao gitta bon t6i va hai chi canh sat véi may
chiéc cong lam lam trong tay.

“Bon n6 dinh dot trui cd mot nita cai tinh nay chit con lam sao nita,” chu
canh sat dap.

“V6i cai hoa tién nay day,” chd canh sat kia no6i thém.
“Pam chay xay ra ¢ dau?” co hoi lai, giong ngo vuc.

“Nui Davy. Nam gitta Coalwood va Welch, vira van duong qua bay. Hay
dwong bay cia mot chiéc tén Itra.”

CO Turner trd lai van phong, trén tay la mot tdm ban do cua tinh. C6 nhin
chéng minh, thay ay biét (va c6 cling biét rang ong biét) rang chinh c6 da
goi cO Riley 1én dé giadi cttu ching t6i. “C6 1€ vat nay sé gitp dwoc day?”
co dap lai anh mat gian di¥ cta thay va roi lui ra ngoai. Chac chan cu6i
ngay hém nay, mot cudc cai va trong nha Turner sé no ra.

“Lai day va chi cho moi ngudi biét tam hoat dong tén Itta cua cac em di,”
cd Riley bao t6i. Néi r6i co trai tdam ban do 1én ban gidy cua thay Turner
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lam chong tai liéu trén ban virong vai ca ra. Thay ding day, ngac nhién vi
st tw nhién cuda co, tay phui phui nhitng vét bui twdng tugng trén ao.

T6i nhoai nguwdi 1én ban, ngon tay run rdy do tim ra vi tri ctia Coalwood
r6i ra doc xudng thung liing vé phia con séng & Big Branch. “Day a,” t6i
chi vao diém phia duéi twgng trung cho Cape Coalwood.

Hai chi canh sat nhin r6i mot trong s6 ho dan ndm ddm xudng toa do ctua
ndi Davy. “C6 thdy chua, chi cach cé 2,5cm!”

“2,5cm trén tam ban d6 nay bang 10 dam & ngoai doi day,” co Riley mia
mai.

Quentin dang quan sat cai 6ng. “Phai r6i!” cau ay thi thao. “Lé ra chau
phai phat hién ra ngay gidy phit dau tién nhin thay bo thang bang nay chi.
Chuing c6 gan 10 xo, tao lyc day dé né bung ra sau khi roi khéi phan 6ng

»

me.

Moi ngwoi trong phong déu tré mat nhin va c6 hiéu xem cau dy dang néi
Ve cdi gi.

“N0 la phao sang lam hiéu cua hang khong. Chau da ngo ngg khi nhin
thdy n6. Chau tirng doc mot cuén sach vé nganh hang khong dan dung
khodng mot thang truedc.” Quentin lwét qua tdm ban d6. “Nhin nay. Phi
treong Welch nam day, ngay ké bén nii Davy. Chac chan day la phao sang
rét ra t* mot chiéc may bay nao do roi!”

M4y chu canh séat nhin cai 6ng, cam 14y né tir tay Quentin, dong bo thang
bang roi lai mé ra. Sau d6 ho nhin nhau r6i lai nhin xuéng tdm ban do.
Thay Turner to6 vé xdu ho ra mat tredc chung toi. Nhung roi ong lay lai vé
nghiém nghi, can than xoay tdm ban do lai va xem xét ki ludng. Sau dé
thay ditng thang nguwdi 1én va n6i nhé nhe vdi cac chd canh sat: “Toi nghi
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cac anh nén roi khoi day. Co Riley, co vui long nan lai mot luc nhé? Con
hai em...” T6i c6 cdm gidc nhu thay dang quac mat nhin minh. “Thay nghi
hai em nén quay lai 16p danh may chir di.”

Mot tuan sau, thay Turner cho goi t6i va Quentin Ién van phong, lan nay
khong c6 chu canh sat nao ditng dgi ching téi cd. Thay Hartsfield cling
dang ngoi trén chiéc ghé canh twong, ngwdc nhin bon tdi. “Big Creek sé m@
16p day tich phan. Tiét dau tién sé dwgc bat dau trong hai tuan nita nhung
chi gi¢i han cho sau hoc sinh ma théi. Ong giam déc s& chi cho phép 5 hoc
sinh, nhung thay da nai ni xin dwogc 6 suat dé tat ca thanh vién trong cau lac
bd ché tao bom-6ng ctia em déu cé thé tham gia. Pon dang ky sé dugc phat
ra ngay lap tiec.” Thay ditng day. “Dugc r6i, cac em da c6 dwgc nhitng gi
minh mudn, bay gio thi hay di di. Va chi c6 trdi méi giip dugc cac em néu
nhw lam lang phi thoi gian cia thay Hartsfield day nhé!”

Vai ngay sau, téi dugc goi 1én van phong cta thay Turner, 6ng dang ngoi
khoanh tay trén ban, mat may t6 vé budén rau. “Thay da cho em biét la chi
c6 6 hoc sinh duge tham gia 16p hoc nay, nhung bay gid cé dén 7 hoc sinh
dang ky.”

Thay Turner vo 1én chong ho so. “Thay rat tiéc la diém s6 cta em lai
thap nhat trong 7 hoc sinh.” Thay quan sat t6i. “Hickam a, em vira hoc
dwge mot bai hoc 16n cia cudc doi: Cudc song doéi khi that tré tréu. Em da
lam moi thit dé c6 dwgc 16p hoc nay va bay gio chinh ban than em lai
khong dugc tham gia.”

T6i ditng d6, dau 6c quay mong mong, bung da chung hét xuong. “Thay
c6 thé cho em biét ngudi nao 1ay mat cho cia em khong a?” Rot cudc toi

ctling thot nén 10i.

“Dorothy Plunk.”
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T6i buwéce ra khoi van phong, di lang thang xudng sanh 16n, long cam
thay that yéu dudi, roi loan va that vong. Toi da dinh chay di tim c6 Riley,
nho ¢6 gitip d& minh vuot qua sw bat cong khting khiép nay. Tai sao khong
cho phép 7 hoc sinh ma chi dugc 6? Nhung t6i da khong lam vay. Thay
Turner gitt ding 16i hita. Dorothy cling c6 diém cao hon va xing dang
duwgc tham gia 16p hoc d6. Toi nhé lai khi dwa cho nang xem cudn sach héa
tién, nang da ting noéi rang mudn hoc tich phan dén mic nao. Nang ciling
xtrng dang co dugc co hoi nhu toi.

“TO SE DAY LAI TICH PHAN CHO CAU,” Quentin bao.

Chung t6i dang di lang thang trén san bong lanh 1o dang sau 16p hoc cta
co Riley va 16p sinh hoc cta tui 16p 10. Thay Mams yéu cau co6 thuc hién
mot thi nghiém hoéa hoc cé lién quan dén sy phan hiy ctia hop chat hitu co.
Quentin bdo c6 vai chit héa hoc ma chiing t6i sé hitng thu. “T& khong biét
nita, Q,” téi dap. “Sao cau khéng hoc va gidi quyét nhitng cong thic do di?
Cau dau can dén t6.”

“That la vé van,” cau dy phan doi.

Co Riley rac m6t nhim b6t xam nhé 1én bai cé. “Pay la bt kém,” co
bdo. ROi c6 rac Iwu huynh 1én déng bot va lay que tron déu. “Cac em da
tirng ngli mui tritng théi roi phai khong? D6 la sulfur dioxit sinh ra tit phan
tng héa hoc cua nhitng chat hitu co bi thdi rita. Thi nghiém nay cling sé
boc mui héi y nhuw vay.” Cé6 quang mot que diém dai vao déng bot, mot
dom ltra chéi 10a 16e 1én va téa ra day khoi.

“Eo 0i,” i hoc sinh réng lén, dwa tay bit miii. Bon ching da khong chiu

noi, chay thinh thich tdn ra xung quanh va rung minh cho dén khi c6 Riley
tap hop ca dam trd vé 16p.
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T6i va Quentin van ding lai ngoai san. “Sonny a,” Quentin noi. “T¢ nghi
rang bon minh vira c6 chat né day mdi cho hda tién.”

T6i rat an twong véi lwgng khoéi va khi cue 16n ma hon hgp nay sinh ra
nhung van cam thay phan van. “Q, tai sao ching ta lai can chat n6 day
md&i? Chat no keo ngot c6 van dé a?”

“Cau that may man khi c6 mot nha khoa hoc nhu té bén canh day, ban
gia a, néu khong chac cau sé tiép tuc lam no tung may cai 6ng nhom nhé bé
cta minh ma tho6i.” Quentin thinh thoang van t6 ra tiv man moi khi cau ay
muon. “Cau khong dé y gi a? Chat n6 keo ngot da dat hét cong sudt cta né
r6i. Cé lam gi di nita thi ching ta cting khong thé dat d6 cao hon dwoc. Bon
minh can mot chat n6 day méi.”

T6i da vao dong tro con lai. “Cau goi dong nay la gi?”
“Bot kém va lvu huynh.”
“Thwt nay néng héi,” tdi bdo.

Quentin hat dau 1én roi gat gat ct nhuw 1a mot ngwdi thay vira nghe dwoc
cau tra 16i dang tir cau hoc sinh t6i da ciia minh vay. “Chinh xac,” cau ay
dap.

MUA BONG 1959 DAN TROI QUA, bang tuyét bat dau tan chay, nhiéu
cong nhan bi nghi viéc nam ngoai dugc goi trd lai khu mo. Nha may thép
trén Ohio vira nhan dwgc don hang 16n va can rat nhiéu than. Lan dau tién
sau nhiéu nam hoat dong, cong nhan phai lam viéc dén 3 ca vGi ké hoach
day dac suot 7 ngay trong tuan. Nhitng chiéc xe mdi chd day cac bo thang
bang va crom dau tredc nha thg mé, kéo dai sudt tr New Camp dén tan
Frog Level, va nhitng b du méi duwgc son phét bong loAng nam chém ché
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¢ san sau. Phu nit va tré em dugc mac quan do méi. Nhitng phong khach
déu sang 1én véi nhitng chiéc tivi méi cau, va nhitng chiéc dién thoai -
duwgc cung cap tir cong ty dién thoai, khong phai tir khu mé - ciing xuat hién
trén cac ban nhé xinh. Méi lan gap B0, to6i déu thdy 6ng trong trang thai
quay cuong; nhay t&i nhay lui tra 10i “hac phon”, voi vang chay l1én khu mo
vao lic nira dém. Me thi van cam cui vé vai trong bép, duwong nhw ba muén
dem nha t6i bai bién thi phai.

Cung thoi diém do6, trong nha d6t nhién trd nén chén ron: nhitng huan
luyén vién ctia cac treong dai hoc dén nha moi Jim gia nhap tredng cuia ho.
Trai v6i su lo lang cua Jim, viéc dinh chi thi dau nam chang anh huwéng gi
dén danh tiéng cua anh dy ca. T6i bi dudi khoi phong khach khi may ngudi
d6 dén nhung van nghe ro dwoc tit ca moi chuyén trong béng toi tir bac
thém phong thay d6. “Vi Chua, anh binh tinh di Homer,” t6i nghe Me bdo
BO tw trong bép khi nhitng huan luyén vién tit Pai hoc mién Tay Virginia
dén tham. “Anh sé bi v& tim mat thoi.”

“Em khong thdy ai dang & trong ngdi nha nay a?” ong héi vdn lai. Noi
roi ong dat nhitng ly tra thdo moc wdp lanh 1én day khay, voi va trd ra
phong khach; Iuc di ngang, ong phat hién ra toi va dung lai. Miéng ong
dang nd nu cudi rat twoi, nhung khi thay toi, nu cuwdi dot ngdt tat ngdm.
Chac t6i trong rat buon ba. “Co chuyén gi véi con vay?” 6ng can trong hoi.

“Piém s6 cua con khong da dé vao hoc 16p tich phan.” T6i nhin vai roi
ké tom tat moi chuyén vi thdy rang ong dang nén néng muodn trd lai tro

chuyén v&i may vi huan luyén vién nhuv thé nao.

Ong quan sat t6i. “Dé bd hé thong lai nhé. Con da dau tranh cho 16p hoc
nay va cudi cung la khéng dwgc tham gia?”

“Hoan toan chinh xac a,” toi dap.
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“Con muodn bo noi chuyén véi thay Turner khong?”
Tbi l4c dau. “Khong, thwva B6. Ong dy da xt sy cong bang roi.”

B0 gat dau. “Pung, 6ng ay da lam rat cong bang. B6 mirng vi con nhan
thdy dwoc diéu d6.” Noi roi ong quay ra phong khach, khong lau sau, t6i
nghe tiéng B6 cuwdi vui vé.

T6i bo 1én cau thang. Sau nhitng bac thang trén cung, ngoai hanh lang la
mot ké sach do sO vGi 6 tang ca thdy. Toi bat déen hanh lang 1én va ding
ngam may quyén sach, mot hanh dong nhan roi. Chot mat t6i sang 1én khi
nhin thay twa sach Huéng dan tw hoc Todn ndng cao. N6 da dwogc lat qua
rat nhiéu, nhiéu trang xoan ca lai. Muc luc trong dé bao gom cac chwong vé
phwong trinh vi phan va tich phan. T6i con tim thdy mdt trang gidy tap mau
vang, nhitng cong thitc viét bang tay trén dé la ctia Bo. Thi ra tdi dang cam
trong tay quyén sach Bo tirng dung dé tu hoc toan can thiét cho cong viéc
ctia minh. Sau do t6i ty hoi sao 6ng cha chiu cho t6i biét vé né. Chgt toi
cam thay buc boi, cé 1é 6ng khéng nghi toi cé thé hoc nhitng gi & trong do.

Cha Lanier da titng giang rang khi canh ctra déng lai tredc mat, ching ta
khong nén qua lo lang; vi mot ngay kia, néu nhw ching ta that sy da kién
nhan chd doi, Chia sé lai mé& ra mot canh ctta khac cho minh. Nhung sw
kién nhan chang bao gio la wu tién trong dau Me t6i, ba c6 mot suy nghi
khac va da chinh stra lai bai thuyét gidng rang: mot khi canh ctta déng lai,
hay tw tim 14y ctra s6 va tréo vao. T6i cam lay quyén sach ctia B6 vé phong
- bay gio, no la cua toi.
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16. SU NGAO MAN BAM SINH

Auk XX

SUOT TUAN LE CUOI CUNG CUA THANG 3 NAM 1959, B6 dén
Cleveland, Ohio, dé tham du hdi nghi k§ sw nganh mé. Ong dwogc giao
trong trach thuyét trinh vé 6ng thong gié, day la niém vinh hanh 16n cho
mot nguwodi khong c6 bang cap ky sw nhw 6ng. Cam giac khong cé ong &
Coalwood, khong c6 céa trong cung mot tiéu bang nita, that khac la. Toi
chot thay khong 6n chit nao khi khong c6 Bé bén canh nhung 1y do vi sao
thi t6i chang biét. Hang dém, t6i thwong cau nguyén cho Me, B0, Jim, cac
bac, cac chu, cac di, 6ng ba (cho du ho da 1én dén thién dwong hay chwa);
cau nguyén cho nhitng nguwoi linh bg, thuy thu, linh thay danh bo va ca
Daisy Mae, Lucifer, Dandy, Poteet, Chipper. Nhuwng trong su6t tuan nay, toi
ddc biét cau nguyén thém dé Bo dwoc vé nha binh an sau chuyén di xa.

R6t cudce 10i nguyén cau cua toi da trd thanh hién thye, B6 tré vé nha vai
mot tui gidy day qua. Me dugc mot chudi hat ngoc trai nhan tao. Jim thi
dwge mot 6ng nhom. Con t6i dwge mot cay bat may. Dém do, Bo 1én lau va
hé nhin vao phong, hoi t6i dang lam gi. “Con dang hoc tich phan a,” toi
dap. That sy t6i chda muon thdo luan vdi ong vi toi biét 6ng sé phé phan
rang nhitng gi t6i dang lam la vo ich.

“Con noi véi bo la thay Turner khong cho con tham gia 16p tich phan
ma,” ong hai, giong day nghi van.

“Con dang ty hoc,” t6i dap, mién cuwdng dwa cho 6ng xem cudn sach
minh dang hoc.
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Ong cau may. “Khéi hai nhi. B6 khong nhé 1a con titng héi mugn sach
ctia b6.”

Pé danh lac huéng 6ng, t6i hoi sang mot van dé minh dang thac mac.
To6i chi vao cong thitc dung dinh nghia do doc cta duwdng thang roi hai,
“Con khong hiéu cai tam giac nho nay la gi.”

“Néu con khong hiéu cdi dé thi khong thé hoc tiép nhitng cai khac dau,”
B0 no6i. “No6 goi la delta. Delta c6 nghia la thay doi - sy khac biét gitra 2 gia
tri trong mot khoang thdi gian.” Ong quy mot chan xudng roi cam 1ay cay
bt chi ttr tay t6i. “Con nhin nay, néu nhw gia tri cia x va y thay déi thi toa
do chung biéu dién ciing thay doi theo. Sau d6 néu con thay doi gia tri thoi
gian...” Chot Bo bo Ittng 161 giang. “Néu nhw khong dwoc tham gia vao 16p
tich phan thi con ty hoc lam gi?”

“B0 a, moi viéc ¢ Cape Coalwood cua ching con dang rat phat trién. Bo
thit xuéng xem mot lan di.”

Ong ditng day. “U, dé khi ndo c6 thoi gian da...”

“B0 lic nao cling c6 thoi gian cho anh Jim ca,” t6i budt miéng thot 1én,
lam B6 va cd ban than téi ngac nhién vé sy quyét liét trong cau néi do. Toi
thé hat ra, s¢ hdi. “Hay tht xuéng xem mot lan di B6,” t6i néi. Trong giong

toi chira day sy bién minh mac du t6i ghét cay ghét dang kiéu noi do.

Ong mé& cita. “B6 van chua bé ¥ dinh mudn con trd thanh mot ki sw mo
dau. B6 con minh c6 thé cung nhau lam viéc ma.”

T6i lac dau nguay ngudy. “Con van khong muon lam viéc d6.”

“Con khong muon v - anh ban nhé a, khi con 16n 1én, con sé thay c6 rat
nhiéu viéc con phai lam, cho du c6 mu6on hay khong di nita.”
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“Vang, con biét diéu nay thwa B0 -”

“Nhung nhitng gi bd nghi chi nhw nwdc do 14 moén ddi vdi con thdi, phai
khong?”

“Khéng phdi vdy!” Nhung lam sao t0i giai thich dugc bay gio? T6i boi
r6i mudn tim ra 10i thich hgp dé no6i cho B6 hiéu rang t6i chi mudn lam
viéc cho Tién si von Braun chit khong phai t6i mudn chong d6i 6ng. Va tai
sao 6ng khong tw hao vé viéc t6i muodn ty ché tao tén Ittra bang chinh sttc
minh nhw viéc Jim duwgc choi béng bau duc co ch? Jim cling sé roi khoi
Coalwood thoi ma?

“Con sé khong tuan theo 1énh bd dau, phai khong?” B6 budc toi.

“B0 a, con...” t6i nghen ngao néi khong nén 1i. T6i tham nguyén raa sy
vung vé ctia minh khi doi dién véi ong.

Ong nhin t6i, t6 rd sy that vong 1am nuwéc mét tdi chic tudn trdo. R6i dng
ra khoi phong, dong sam ctra lai. M6t giot 1€ 1an dai trén ma toi. T6i lang lé
dwa tay 4o lén quét nwdc mat. N6 lam t6i cam thay that kinh tdm. Tai sao
toi lai dé B6 cham vao ty ai cia minh nhuw vay? Biét 1a 6ng khong hiéu
nhitng gi t6i dang lam, nhung t6i hoan toan ding ma? Tuwong lai sé nam &
mot noi nao khac, khong phai tai Coalwood nay va t6i phai chuan bi san
sang cho nd. Do la nhitng gi Me va cd nhitng nguoi khac déu tin twdng.
Nhung tai sao mac du B6 hoan toan sai, con t6i hoan toan ding ma toi lai
cam thay bu6n ba nhw vay? Néu 6ng chiu xuéng Cape Coalwood dé chitng
kién, du chi mot lan thoi...

Mac cho t6i cam thdy kinh t&m, nwdc mat van c tuén dai. Nhu thuong

1€, moi khi can da thong tuw twdng, t6i déu tira 1én cira s6 canh givong nga
va nhin ra ngoai duwong. Daisy Mae lai bén canh va giui dau vao go ma
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dang w6t dam cua t6i. T6i trong thay nhitng nguwdi thg moé dang di chuyén
theo 16i mon, may hop com cuia ho 14p l6a trong anh dén phat ra tir thang
mady. Mot s6 nguwoi khac dang di tré xuéng theo hwdng nguoc lai, ho vira
hoan thanh xong cong viéc cia minh. Moi ngudi trong bon ho déu dang
biét rdo minh can lam gi. Con t6i thi van dang doi dén mot ngay ma t6i cling
c6 thé khang dinh dugc diéu d6. Nhung gio day, t6i that nghi ngo vé tinh
kha thi cua no.

HOM SAU, t6i trd vé nha sau gid hoc va nhin thdy mot thong diép nim
trén ban:

Chti Ferro goi - ctra hang kim khi dién mdy: Chdu nghi sao néu bon chu
bdt vit cho miéng tén lira, bén ngoai, bén trong hay cd hai phia? (Sonny -
co du hiéu biét dé tra loi khong?) Yéu con, Me.

T6i dung chiéc “hac phén” dé goi cho chu Ferro. To6i bao chu viéc bat vit
cho miéng tén Ita 1a y kién hay. Biéu d6 dong nghia véi viéc cha dy sé bo
di phan vat liéu hinh nén & 2 dau, gitp giam bét trong lwgng. Toi nhan ra
rang viéc nay sé gitap cho tén ltra dat d6 cao 16n hon.

“Mday nguoi thg nghi rang chau sé thich né day, Sonny,” chi Ferro noi.
“Thyc ra, Caton da thuc hién réi. Chu ay da lam cho chau mét chiéc dai
91cm, bat vit 45 d6 cho miéng tén ltta cd 2 dau. Chau mudn dén lay ngay
khong? Va bon chi cling muén chau phong ngay vao cudi tuan nay dwoc
khong?”

Khi t6i dong y, chu Ferro hét toang lén cau tra 16i cia toi cho may ngudi
thg cia minh nghe va mot tiéng hu vong lai. “N6i v6i chii nhéc hoa tién la
tat cd bon t6i sé cung dén xem!” nguwdi nao do thét Ién va roi téi nghe ho
dong loat dém ngwoc. “Nam-bon-ba-hai-mot-viit!”
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T6i dap xe xudng xwong kim khi dién may va nhin thay chiéc hoa tién
dai 91cm ndm chém ché trén miéng vai den trén ban canh mdy bo may
moéc. Ngoai miéng tén Itta dwgc bat vit, chi Caton con trinh bay thiét ké
méi ciia minh vé cach gan bo thang bang vao phan than. Cha da ché mot
cai go dai khoang 2,54cm chay doc theo chiéu dai bo thang bang & ca 2 dau
va uén né cong theo phan than. Hai cai dai ban nho cat ra ti tdm thép can
ngudi dung boc quanh phan go va c6 dinh bd thang bang lai mot cach chac
chan. Tuy thiét ké that dep nhung t6i cam thay nghi ngai vé trong lugng
ctia n6. Toi con e rang chi Caton da lam qua nhiéu thay doi cung mot lic.
“Khong dau, Sonny,” chi Caton bién minh. “Néu nhu chi thay d6i moi lan
mot thit thi con lau chau méi tim ra duoc thiét ké tot nhat.”

To6i hiéu y ctia chu Caton, nhung viéc nay sé gy ra tranh cai véi Quentin
cho ma xem. Quentin mu6n chung t6i chi thay d6i moi lan mot chi tiét thoi,
nham tim ra ngay nguyén nhan néu nhw cudc tht nghiém bi that bai.

Chu Caton dung son do viét 1én chit Auk XX doc theo phan than bong
loang cta chiéc tén Iira, mat bén kia la chit BCMA. Phan chép bang go cling
duwoc son do. Chung toi ding lui lai, hai long chiém ngudng thanh qua cua
minh. N6 trong nhv mo6t thanh pham chuyén nghiép hang nhat. T6i ban bac
v&i mdy dita ban & truong va nhat tri sé dong day Auk XX bang chat n6 keo
ngot vao thit sau va phong vao thi bay. Quentin theo xe buyt cua truong
dén Coalwood dé gitp t6i nhoi chat ndé va ngu lai nha t6i dé di s6m vao
sang hom sau. Khi nhin thady nhitng thay d6i ma chi Caton da lam, moi cau
ay tré ra. “Cé Ié chu ay la mét thg may bac nhat that, nhwng lai chang hiéu
gi vé kién thitc khoa hoc can ban cd,” cau phan. “Dé ddm bao thanh cong,
chuing ta phai can trong truwdc khi tao ra nhitng thay déi nhw thé nay.”

Toi thuat lai cho ciu dy vé cudc noi chuyén ctia minh véi nguwdi tho may.

“T6 nghi chu dy c6 phan ding,” t6i bao. “Lam theo cach cta cau thi lau
lam m&i thanh cong dwoc.”
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“Va dén khi chiéc tén lira nay n6 tung ma cau chang thé tim ra nguyén
nhan thi sao?” Quentin hoi, mat nhan hét ca lai. “Cau sé rut tia dugc gi tw
do?”

“MAay nguoi & Cape Canaveral néi rang ho hoc héi duoc tir that bai nhiéu
hon tw thanh cong ma,” t6i phan bac.

“Vay thi ho toan 1a do phé thai théi.”
“Cau nghi té cling vay a?” t6i quat lai. “Rang tG cling la do phé thai a?”

“Khong, Sonny,” Quentin 6n ton dap. “T¢ chi nghi rang cdu dang qua
non nong, va chang hiéu vi sao lai nhw vay nita.”

To6i biét cach lam cau ay vui 1én. “Pung, t¢ dang rat nén néng va cau
cling nén nhu vay di. Chung ta sé tham gia hgi chg khoa hoc vao nam sau.”
Su that t6i cling da suy nghi vé viéc nay, nhat la khi c6 Riley thuong héi
han xem quyét dinh tham gia cua t6i. Co da doi x¥ qua t6t, tim sach va giup
do nhiéu th khac nita, cho nén t6i muoén lam c6 vui long. Nhung nguyén
do chu yéu thiic day chinh la sy gian di cta t6i doi v6i B6. Néu nhu ching
toi chién thang tai hoi chg khoa hoc thi dé la minh chitng hung hon nhat déi
v6i ong, diung khong? T6i sé c6 thé phe phay huan chwong hay bang khen
tredc mat B6. Con néu thua thi t6i cling chang thé roi vao hoan canh té hai
hon bay gio duoc.

Quentin d6t nhién twoi tinh hon khi nghi vé vién canh d6. “Cau noéi
nghiém tic chit? That tuyét qua! Ching ta sé chién thang tt ca - tinh, bang

va toan quoc nita! T biét la nhw vay ma!”

T6i diat may chiéc muong dung dong nguyén liéu cho chét né keo ngot
xuong. “Chién thang tat ca u? TG nghi cau thich lam tirng cai mot ay chi.”
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Quentin Iwom toi. “Sonny, bé me cau c6 kha nang cho cau hoc dai hoc,
dang khong?”

T6i tham nghi khong biét nén cho Quentin biét rang bao nhiéu vé cudc
chién dang bung né gitta b6 me minh. “Me t& c6 nhac tdi,” t6i can trong
ting 16i. “Té nghi ba sé xem xét néu t¢ that sy muon hoc.”

“Um, con bd me t6 thi khong thé lo cho t6 hoc dai hoc dugc 16i - ho chi
c6 thé lo cho t¢ va em gai vira da dn, da mac. T¢ khong biét may dia kia
thi sao, nhung t& doan rang ciing khong hon gi t¢ dau. Nhung té va ho déu
biét rang du gi di nita bon minh ciing phdi hoc dai hoc théi. Sonny, cau la
chia khoéa cua canh ctra nay. Cau chinh la tdm vé vao dai hoc ctia bon minh
day.”

“Té dy a?” Toi cam thay nhu cdu dy vira dat 1én nguwdi minh mot tang da
nang ngan can. “Quentin a, t& khong biét ho c6 cap hoc bong tai hoi chg
khoa hoc dé hay khong, ngay ca cap toan quéc cling chwa chac c6. Thuong
chi c6 huan chwong hay bang khen la cung. N6 chi twgng trung cho danh
dw, n6 qui hon tat ca ma.”

Cau dy lai nhin t6i lac dau, qua la mét thay gido kién nhan. “Cau khong
nhan ra dwgc rang sy tdo bao ctia bon minh sé dwgc danh gia nhw thé nao
a? Dén tan bay gio cau van khong nhan ra nhitng gi ma ching ta - nhitng
ngwoi con cta thg moé ma Chia da sinh ra ¢ cai mién Tay Virginia hang
cung ngo hém nay - dat duwgc u? Co 1é sé khong c6 nhitng phan hoc bong
trie tiép, nhung thanh cong ctia bon minh sé danh dong nhitng nguwdi khac.
Noi la co hoi cua ching minh, Sonny a. Co hoi cho chinh t3.”

Tang da twdng twgng cang nang hon trong long t6i. Toi chi nghi mdy qua

ten ltra nay sé gidip toi dugc sat canh cung von Braun mot ngay khong xa,
nhung Quentin thi lai nghi dén nhitng th tryc tiép va thyc té hon nhiéu.
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T6i bat dau bao cau dy bo y dinh d6 di - mac du viéc nay cé vé kho thuc
hién - nhung ro6i tdi chgt nghi dén B6. T6i co6 ly do riéng dé chién thang
ma?

Khi quay lai viéc dong chat n6 keo ngot vao tén lira, toi chgt thdy mot
cadm giac chwa hé xuat hién trong long minh bao gio - manh mé, ty tin, va
gian di* cuing mot lic. Néi giong nhw mot sy ngao man bam sinh vay va
cam giac nay thdt tuyét. “Pugc r6i, Q” toi chi két lai bang mdt cau.

AUK XX roi khéi bé phong, dat ngay d6 cao 2,54m, roi 5,8m, va roéi
7,62m, gam ru dit doi l1én bau troi xanh. Quentin cung Billy chay ra ctung
may kinh vi, nhung ngay lic ho vira kip do goc do cuaa ten lira thi né phat
nd. Nhitng manh vun kim loai roi rung nhv mwa xuéng Cape Coalwood, i
nhoc ching t6i nhanh chan chay mip vao 16 c6t, con mdy ngudi thg thi
cung nhau dat hét xuéng dwong. Pén khi nghe thay tiéng uych tao ra béi
phan tén Itra con sét lai roi xuong dat, ching t6i md&i 16m cém bo ra thu lai
may manh v&. Toan thg may bu6n rau bu quanh 16 c6t. T6i cam phan 16n
nhat con s6t lai cta tén Itta, manh than giita, cho chii Caton xem. Hang chit
danh dy da bi chay xém chi con chit k thay vi Auk va X thay vi XX. “Co
phai may céi 6c vit gay ra vu n6 khong?” cha haéi.

“Chéau khong nghi vay dau,” t6i dap. “Nguyén nhan gay ndé hinh nhw
xuat phat ttr 1/3 than trén.”

“Chang c6 cach nao tim ra nguyén nhan,” Quentin lam bam, trong tay
day manh vun. “Cha da thay d6i qua nhiéu thiét ké trong mot lan. Ai ma

biét dwoc?”

Cha Caton rau 1 quan sat manh than sot lai, ngéon tay di di phan ria.
“Chu chang bao gio nghi c6 sitc manh nao c6 thé lam n6 tung mot cai ong
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kim loai nhw vay. N6 chiu duwgc ap luc tac dong ngay canh bén lén dén
1.512kg/m?, cd moi han ciing vay.”

“Moi han nao co a?” Quentin hoi gang.

Cha Caton nhin vai. “Cha dung mot 6ng kim loai r6i han néi cho dai ra.
Bon chui khong c6 may chiéc 6ng nguyén ven. Ching dat tién lam. Bon chu
phai tan dung nhitng gi con sot lai dé lam qua tén Itra nay day.” N6i r6i chu
xoay than tén lira lai. “Mo6i han day nay.”

T6i nhan ra ngay nguyén nhan that bai khi nhin thdy mot vét rach sau
ngay moi han - du rat khéo va khé nhan biét. Han n6i dwoc thye hién bang
cach cudn hai tdm kim loai lai thanh hinh 6ng, chap 2 dau lai véi nhau roi
han ngay giita. M6i néi nay qua yéu 6t cho qua tén ltta ctia bon tdi. Ap luc
tao ra ¢ day qua lon.

May ngudi thg may con lai tim tum vao. “Nén dung mdi han dap sé tot
hon Clinton a,” mdt trong s6 ho 1én tiéng. “Chiu duwgc thém ap lwc no
245kg nita.” Mo6i han dap la chong du6i 2 tdm kim loai 1én nhau, cudn
thanh hinh 6ng r6i han lai.

“U, toi biét, 1& ra c6 thé lam vAy, toi ching biét minh nghi gi nita.” chu
Caton budn ba dap.

“Minh cé thé dung loai 6ng nguyén duwgc khong a?” t6i hoi, td vé khong
hai long vGi bat cit moi han nao.

“Chua phdi dat hang,” chi Caton ngap nging dap. “Phai dwgc bdé chau
phé duyét do.”
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“Pugc théi a,” t6i qua quyét. “Chéau sé lo viéc nay. Chu ctt dat hang di
nhé.”

T6i chac chan rang viéc chi Caton dat hang sé dién ra suon sé. Néu nhw
B6 khong cung cap thi t6i cling sé c6 cach tim dwgc, bang cach nay hay
cach khac va bang bat ctt gid nao - ltira gat, muwu meo hay tham chi la chom
chia. T6i chang can B0 giup. Toi dé cho sy néng gian va cay nghiét séi suc
trong 1ong minh, chang may may c6 y dinh ngan cdn né. Thay vi cam ghét
cam gidc nay, t6i lai tw hao vé né. T6i dang tré nén gai gbc hon, giong hét
nhu ong.
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17. VALENTINE

HOI AY LA THOI HOANG KIM ctia nhac Rock’n’Roll, ngay ca li
nhoc & noi xa x6i héo lanh ctia mién Tay Virginia ching t6i cling mé man
dong nhac nay. Hang dém, khi bat dau bat dwoc séng phat ra tir cac dai phat
thanh xa x6i bén kia nui, chung t6i thwong nghe dai Gallatin - Tennessee
phat nhac Rock’n’Roll s6i dong cia ngwoi da den. Mac du chang bao gio
mua san pham lam t6c ctia Rezoid Royal Crown thwong dugc quang cao
gilta cac bai hat, nhung bon t6i van mé man Chuck Berry, LaVern Baker,
nha Coasters, Fats Domino, Shirley & Lee, Ivory Joe Hunter, va Joe Turner.
Pén khi Elvis, Carl Pherkins va Jerry Lewis xuat hién thi chiing toi ciing
nong nhiét huvdng rng nhitng bai hat phat ra tit dai WLS - Chicago cua ho,
nhing nhitng ban nhac da den thwong hat trén dai Gallatin van hap dan
nhat.

Va ca nhitng bai ma Ed Johnson thwong bat nita.

“Cu6i tuan nay Ed m@ dia hat & dau nhi?” 1a cau héi thuwong dugc ching
t0i dé cap tdi vao moi thit sdu. Ed Johnson chinh la nguwoi da diu dat hoc
sinh cta truong Big Creek qua ky nguyén vang ctia nhac Rock’n’Roll. Anh
la mét linh thuy, titng phiéu du qua cac hon dao tir Tarawa dén Iwo Jima
thudc Théai Binh Dwong. Bén nam 20 tudi thi anh da dugc chiém ngudng
toan bo thé gidi va gio day, anh dé cho nhitng ki niém ay dan phai & cai
mién Tay Virginia nay. Anh lam viéc trong ham mé mot thoi gian, sau doé
dugc thué vao treong Big Creek lam qudan ly. Anh tirng két hén hai lan va
c6 nhiéu con, nhung bon téi chang biét duge chinh xac la bao nhiéu dira.
Pén mdt ngay nao do, réi anh sé rdi mién Tay Virignia dé dén Florida va bi
dién giat chét khi chui rita ho boi. Nhung du sao di nita, khi con & day vai
chuing t6i thi Ed Johnson luon bay ra nhitng tro tiéu khién. Anh thwong mac
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quan jeans xanh, 4o len c6 tim va bat nhitng dia hat md&i nhat bang bd dan
hifi ty ché ctia minh cho chiing t6i tha hé nhay nhét.

Noi choi dia wa thich ctia Ed la Dugout, nam duwéi tang ham cia nha
hang T6 Cu, bén bo song doi dién véi tredng hoc. Dugout dwgc trang tri rat
so sai, chi c6 vai bang ghé dwa lung ké doc theo bd twdng va vai cay cot
cim rai rac trong phong dé phan chia khu vyc nhdy nhét. Anh sang trong
do6 thi 10 mo véi vai bong dén xanh, hong trén tran nha thap té. Ngoai ra
con c¢6 mot cdi 10 swdi cung dong than chat trong géc phong. That ra
Dugout chang c6 gi dac biét nhuwng ching t6i van thich né vi doé la thién
dwong Rock’n’Roll cia bon toi. Ban sé luon biét dwgc minh da nhay nhoét &
Dugout nhiéu dén mi¢c nao khi dém vé thao tit ra va chitng kién cai vong
tron den cta bui than bao quanh hai mat c4 chan.

Ed rit xem thwong nhac dong qué, doi véi anh ay, né chi la “nhitng th
am thanh lanh canh roi rac” va chuang toi cting hua theo nhu vay. Anh
thuwong pha tron gitra nhitng ban nhac ém diu va so6i dong, nhitng nhac soi
no6i phai cé tiét tau trong hay. Anh rat hiém khi bat nhac ctia Elvis vi né qua
nhanh dé nhay theo va mang hoi huéng thi trudng qua nhiéu. Nhitng ban
nhac ém diu va thich ctia anh ludén di vao long ngwoi nhw: “Vé véi anh” -
Dean Martin, “Mong ao” - Billy Ward, “Pinh nghia co hgi” - Johnny
Mathis, “Tat ca chi la tro chgi” - Tommy Edwards, va nhitng bai ciia nhoém
Platters. Bai hat két thic cia anh ludn la “Ngu ngon ngwoi yéu nhé” cua
Jesse Belvin. Ed chon loc nhitng bai hat rat ki cang, budi nhay nhét thudong
bat dau bang tiét tau s6i ndi day hitng khdi chao mai, tiép theo dén doan
gitta la nhitng ban nhac ron rang xen lan vai doan nhac lang man va két
thic bang mot bai quen thudc. Nhitng bai hat anh tuyén chon c6 sttc manh
cuce ki to 16n, cac cdap nhdy bao gid cling ghi chat 1ay nhau trong am diéu
dap diu cia “Ngu ngon nguwdi yéu nhé”, c nhw khong phai budi nhay ma
chinh 1a cudc séng ctia ho sap két thuc.
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Sherman goi t6i vao mot ngay thit bay cia thang 4 nam dd, bao rang bon
toi can dirng viéc ché tao tén Itta mot choc va dén Dugout dé xa hoi. To6i
dong tinh ngay vi ban than cling da cam thdy mét moéi khi dao nay ludn
phdi té ra cltng céi va ngao man giong B6. Du gi toi cling chi muén lam
mot cau bé binh thuwong va dugc tham gia nhay nhoét nhw nhitng dira tré
khac.

T6i bao Sherman rang ching t6i cé thé nho Jim cho qua giang vi anh
duwgc 1ai chiéc Buick hém nay nhwng khi t6i dinh héi thi anh dy da di mat
dang. Me bdo hom nay Jim da chuan bi 1au hon thuwong ngay dé dén bubi
hen ho, vi thé nguwdi con gai hdm nay chac han phai “rat dac biét”. Toi
chang mang néi cho Me biét rang déi véi Jim, tat cd mdy dita con gai do
deéu “rat dac biét”. Sy that la anh dy da hen ho véi rat nhiéu nit sinh trong
trrong Big Creek va dé lai sau lung hang ha sa s6 nhitng trai tim tan nat.

Toi cung Sherman ditng dgi & bai dat trong canh tram nhién liéu, vai
phtt sau thi c6 ngudi cho chiing t6i qua giang dén Caretta. Pén do, chiing
toi lai dua tay ra va trong vai phuat bat mot chiéc xe khac dén War. R6i bon
toi litng thitng di xudng pho, vao Sweet Shoppe an xtc xich. Vira an ching
toi vira tro chuyén véi nguoi phuc vu c6 doi go ma dé hong, ong khen
nhitng chiéc 4o hong, quan ran den, tat trang va giay lwdi da nadu ma bon toi
dang mdc. Hai dia lam thanh mot cap doi dom dang, ghé vao tiéem bi-da
lam mot van bi-da 8 bi chép nhoang; dén khi trdi chang vang t6i, bon t6i lai
diung dinh di bo xudng via he. C6 bé 16p 9 cua trwong trung hoc War, Susan
Linkous, ding trirdc hién nha va vay chao ching t6i; hai thang hé “Xin
chao” dap lai c0 bé, dang di cang to ra kheénh khang.

Pén cach Dugout mot toa nha la ching t6i bat dau nghe tiéng nhac vong
ra. Bud6i nhdy nhét da nhon nhip dwgc ca tiéng dong ho roi. Vao civa, ching
toi dwgc chao don bdi mot luong hoi dm ap toat ra tiv nhitng chiéc bong 10
mo cua cac doi ban nhay. Ed cit 16i chao ca hai, anh thudc lau tén cua tirng
nguwoi dén tham dy. Co ban gdi tré téc mau vang mat ong mdi nhat cia anh
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dong dau 1én mu ban tay ching t6i sau khi nhan tién. Sherman nhin thay c6
bé ma cau ay thich nén chay lai vo vai va bon ho ra san nhay ngay 10 giay
sau d6. Cai chan bj tat lam Sherman trong hoi ng6 ngd khi nhay, mét ban
chan phaéi duwa chéch ra ngoai dé gitr thang bang, nhung diéu nay khong lam
c6 bé bo 16 mot diéu nhdy nao véi cau dy ca. T6i lan vao goc toi, khi trong
thdy Emily Sue va Tootsie Rose dang ngoi trén bang ghé, t6i lién lan la lai
tro chuyén. Connie Peery vira tir trrtong dai hoc vé nha choi, chi 16i kéo t6i
nhdy mot lic trong khi ban trai chi dang ra ngoai bai xe bén kia song dé hut
thuoc. Ed bat dau vao doan giita, nhitng bai hat s6i dong vdi tiét tau trong
tuyét voi vang 1én. Toi trong thdy may chi hoat ndo vién Cathie Patterson
va Sandy Whitt dang nhdy cung vGi ban trai ctia ho. Cathie luon tran tré
sinh Ic va nhay nhét rat manh liét. Ao cia anh ban trai dd w6t ddm vi phai
chay theo nhitng budc nhdy cta c6. Chgt c6 ay vay chao t6i va héi to: “Tén
Itra ctia em sao roi?” T6i vay tay chao lai, gat dau dap rang moi thit van t6t
va toi cling vay. T6i that sy cam thay vui vé, bao lo toan vé hda tién va
nhitng viéc khac déu dugc cat sang mot bén. Nhac Rock’n’Roll va bao ban
bé vui vay vay quanh that 1a mot liéu thudce hiru hiéu.

T6i ddo mat ra xung quanh va nhin thdy Valentine dang di cung Buck
Trant. My tuan nay toi da rat ngac nhién khi trong thay ho ngéi cung nhau
vao budi sang va ca gio an trwa nita. Chuyén nay & treong Big Creek noi
lén gitta ho c6 mot diéu gi d6 nghiém tic dang dién ra. T6i khong tim ra
duwgc diém gi & Buck cé thé xing vdi Valentine ca. Di nhién t6i khong c6 gi
phai ghen titc, vi da danh tron trai tim va tdm hon minh cho Dorothy mat
10i.

Hinh nhw Valentine va Buck dang cai va. Chi ay ditng bat day, lac lac
ngon tay tredc mat Buck roi chay vut ra khoi Dugout. Buck voi va dudi
theo, gam g, nhung Ed chadn han lai va néi gi d6, mot ltic sau, tén cuc stc
ay u rii 1é chan vé bang ghé r6i ng6i phich xuéng. Ed rat nhay cdm vdi tam
tinh that thwong va tinh cdm bdc dong cua tudi tré nén anh thuwong bat
nhitng bai nhac trit tinh nham gitip may cap do6i lam lanh véi nhau va théng
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thuwong la thanh cong. Toi da nhiéu lan chitng kién cac d6i nam nit ghi chat
lay nhau, dap diu trong bai nhac lang man Ed bat 1én, moi gian doi déu tan
bién. Nhung Ed chang mang dén Buck, anh khong wa gi han. Mot ltic sau,
Valentine tr& vao va 10i Buck theo mot diéu nhay soi dong. Buck le budc
theo chi ay, hai ban tay tho kéch vung vay thong thuwgt bén hong.

Ban trai cia Connie quay lai nén t6i chuyén qua nhdy véi Emily Sue roi
dén Becky Hurt, Tish Hampton,

Mary Grigoraci va Dana Beavers. Tiép dé t6i moi Malvey Sue Harlow,
hoc 16p 10, cing nhdy mot bai ém diu. Ké dén la diéu “con ga” - lan lugt
tung ting chan ra, dau lac lw theo nhip trong - cung Lucky Jo Addair.
Nhitng than thé xoay vong xung quanh t6i, téi hit vao ngwdi nhitng hwong
vi tuyét voi cia mo hoi va nwdc hoa hoa quyén vao nhau. Sherman da lan
vao goc toi cung c6 bé dang yéu cua cau ay, con toi van ditng ngoai anh
sang, san sang tiép nhan mot ai d6. Pung lic nay, téi bat gap Dorothy.

Toi chwa tirng thdy Dorothy dén Dugout. Nang dang ditng mot minh
ngay bén trong cita ra vao. Nang van mot chiéc vay den, do len xanh nhat,
1ap 16 chiéc c6 4o trang, va mang giay nhdy. Téi cam thdy trong long ron
rang hon vi nghi rang nang dén day mot minh. Nhung r6i t6i trong thay ban
trai cia nang vira bwdc vao vGi hai dong tién trén tay. Toi nhan ra han, nhan
ra mai té6c vang bong mugt vuét nguge ra sau, lon téc vang diéu dang
bubng trwdc tran, doi mo6i hay cau gat va cai dang thé thao kénh cang.

Anh t6i nam ldy ban tay hoan hdo nhé bé ctia Dorothy, ho ctng nhau
bwdc ra san duwdi anh sdng mau hong, xanh dwong, va gidy kép mau xanh la
va trang, roi bat dau nhin nhdy theo nhitng bai nhac s6i dong trong doan
gitta cia Ed. Nhitng am thanh d6 ddo nghich lai véi tiéng trai tim t6i dang
tan nat thanh titng manh vun roi rét xudng mdt san xi-mang.
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Khoéng hiéu vi sao t6i c6 thé nhac chan 1én dwgc nhuwng roi toi cling 16t vé
mot bang ghé tréng & phia sau. Toi ngbi do, cay dang nhin Jim thi trién
nhitng ngén nghé cta anh véi Dorothy. Gid day t6i la mdt quan sat vién
dang hitng thu theo kiéu mot hanh khach séng sot phdi chitng kién canh tau
Titanic bi dam. Nhitng nguwdi khac van quay cuong trén san nhay, mot vai
cd ban cling moi téi ra nhdy cung nhwng t6i ngoi chang buén phan &ng. To6i
dang ban biu trong cai vong luan hoi chét di song lai dién ra lién tuc trong
long minh. Ngay ldc nay, lay Chua t6i, Ed m& bai “Tat ca chi 1a tro chogi”
cua Tommy Edwards.

Bao nhiéu giot lé phdi tuodn roi,

Nhung tdt ca chi la tro choi

Chi la mot tro choi tuyét voi,

Ma ta thuong goi la Tinh Yeéu.

Dorothy mém nhiin trong vong tay cta Jim. Rudt gan t6i dau that khi
nhin thay d6i ban tay mup mip cua Jim siét chdt vao bd hong thon tha dén
hoan hdo cua nang, trong khi nang giui dau vao bo vai uc ich cda anh ta,
d6i mat cta bau troi mua ha xanh trong ay nham nghién lai, mot nu cwoi
thoa man nd trén moi.

Sé c6 luc anh dy chdng goi phone a oi,

Nhung do chi la tro choi

Khéng bao ldu anh dy lai bén doi
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V&i bo hoa ngot ngao pho'i phdi.

To6i nhin thay Jim nga nguwdi ra sau, gia vo nhuw dang trao cho Dorothy
mot bé hoa, va khi nang don 1ay bo hoa v6 hinh ay, t6i thdy long minh quan
lai nhw da chét, va toan bo mau trong t6i nhw don xudng ca hai chan. T6i
chét 1ang trong noi dau vo bo bén.

“Sonny?”

Nguoi vira 1én tiéng la Valentine.

“Em c6 mudn nhdy khéng?”

T6i nhin 1én thay chi ay da chia tay ra. T6i nam 1ay mot cach vé thic, chi
lui lai va kéo toi ditng day. Chi ay va vao Dorothy va Jim. Dorothy mé& mat
mo mang con Jim thi gam g, nhwng ho van tranh dwong. Valentine vong
tay quanh c6 to6i. Chung t6i xoay minh theo diéu nhac, va r6i b& méi cta
Valentine ca nhe vao tai t0i, Iic nay, td6i khong con nghi gi vé Dorothy va
Jim ntra.

RO6i anh @y sé hén 1én méi em la loi,

Ndng niu nhitng ngon tay em dang cho trong bén doi

ROi trdi tim em sé thdng hoa choi voi.

T6i khong thé nhd 1a da ra khoi Dugout vGi Valentine nhw thé nao. Khi
ngam nghi lai, t6i chi mang mang nhé la Ed da vo vai t6i mot cach day an
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y. Valentine va to6i phdi bang qua cau dén bai dau xe trudc truong, song toi
cling chang nhé duwgc viéc nay. Nhung tdi nhd ré chiéc Dodge cii ki cia
Buck. Valentine mé ctra sau, trizon vao bang ghé sau, r6i chom ra, nam tay
toi kéo vao trong. Chi 4y khoa hét ctra lai r6i ngd ngudi ra. Tay chi dat
xuong duwédi do, vong tay, kéo né 1én qua khoi dau. Chi lac dau xoa téc roi
vt chi€c do 1én bang ghé tridc. Nguwdi chi toat ra mui xa hwong va mui cta
sy khao khat. Hay mui do6 phat ra tw toi nhi? Chi dang rong vong tay va 6m
toi vao long.

To6i loang thoang nghe dugc Buck go lén kinh va than van diéu gi do6
nhung chi c6 vay. Valentine da tim thdy dai WLS, va ngudi chinh nhac
dang dam chim trong khong gian 1ang man.

Tinh yéu chira day nhirng diéu tuyét voi.

N6 la hoa hong thdng Tw nhung chi nd vao dau xudn mdi...

Toi ngéc dau day lay lai nhip théd trong am diéu cta bai “Mong du” -
Santon & Johnny, ctra s6 cta chiéc Dodge gio day chuyén sang mau xam 1o
mo hoi swong, thinh thodng nhitng giot nwdc lan xudng tao thanh nhitng vét
ngodn ngoéo. T6i budng loi trén than thé chi, go ma téi dinh that chat nhw
duwgce han vao bau nguc cang tron dy. Mot lic sau, chi nhe nhang nang t6i
ngoi day va ra khéi xe. Chi ng6i nhom day, quy goi trén bang ghé r6i chom
nguoi vé phia trude. “Oi, cau bé dang yéu,” chi néi va 6m chit 14y t6i roi
khé dat ngon tay 1én mdi t6i. “Roi sé cé nhiéu ngwoi con gai khac di qua
doi em, nhung chi phéi 1a ngwoi dau tién, ditng quén diéu nay nhé.” Noi
xong chi dong ctra lai, t6i biét dén lic minh phai roi khéi day. Budc chan
toi liéu xiéu tién vé chiéc cau noi Buck dang ditng doi, hai tay han dang vin
1én thanh cau, dau soi bong xudng nuwdc. T6i dirng lai canh cai khoi thit do
sO dy ct nhv minh dang nam mo vay. That la dién ro6, nhung toi chang thay
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e so gi hdn cd, mdc du han thira biét rang to6i vira & trong xe han cung
Valentine.

Valentine né mady, chay vong ra khéi bai dau xe, di ngang qua cau ré6i
phong thang, chang té6 vé gi mudn quay lai, mdc du do6 la xe ctia Buck.
Buck quay dau ddi theo roi thét 1én ai oan. “Oi, t6i yéu co ay biét nhwong
nao.” Dot nhién, t6i cam thay that toi nghiép cho Buck. Han da bi twdc mat
quyeén thi ddu bong bau duc trong nam r6i, mat co hdi dwgc vao dai hoc, va
mat luon cé co hoi trd thanh mdt con nguwdi kha kham hon bay gio. T6i rat
muon noéi rang minh cam thay moi viéc that t6i té nhw thé nao hong an i
han, mdc du t6i la ké vira ké bén nguwdi yéu cta han. Nhwng roi khi han
dang sut sui khéc han, hai ban tay han tp 1én mat thi diéu duy nhat téi c6
thé lam la vo voO nhe 1én canh tay han an ui. T6i ditng canh han dén khi ngo
ra rang lic han ngitng khéc thi vién canh han quang t6i xudng séng co thé
xdy ra lam. Nghi r6i t6i nhe nhang chuon thang, lan vao trong béng dém.

VAO BEN DUGOUT thi Ed da phét xong bai “Ngti ngon nhé em yéu,”
va ca san nhdy trong rong. Sherman da ra vé, chac cau ay bat xe dén bai
chiéu béng phuc vu cho khach ngoi trong 6 td6 & English ro6i xin qua giang
ttr d6 vé nha. To6i nhin chi€c dong ho trong T6 Cu va hoang hon khi nhan ra
bay gio da qua nira dém. Troi chuyén con giong, khi tdi dang di voi xuéng
via hé thi nhitng vat mwa bat dau budong xudng; tir xa, t6i trong thdy anh
den hat lai. Mot chiéc xe trd tGi, t6i dua ngén tay 1én xin qua giang va né
dirng lai. Bén lic mot chiéc xe khac dwa t6i vé téi Coalwood thi da 2 gio
sang. Mua tuon x6i xa xuéng thung liing, sdim chdp vang rén, nhitng tia sét
x€é toang bau troi va bo ngang doc trén dinh ndi.

Nha than hom nay duwgc chiéu sang mot cach la thwong, den pha roi
thang vao thang may khi t6i di ngang qua. Khi nhin xuéng thung lting, hién
nha nao ciling sang dén va t6i thay nhitng béng nguwdi 16 mo di chuyén ve
phia khu md. Ctta sau nha t6i mé toang. T6i rén rén di vao va thdy Me
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dang ngo6i ¢ ban an, ngam bitc tranh twong. Ba nhin t6i trdn tran va noéi voi
toi nhu thé ba la nguwdi gac cong dia nguc vay. “Con khong vira vé tir khu
mo day chi,” giong ba tré nén nghiém trong hon khi mot tia chép chéi loa
rach ngang troi va lam madt ba bung lén trong nhap nhoang. “Con da lam gi
trong dém nay thi mdc con, nhung con khong dwgc dén khu mo chét tiét
ay.

»
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18. VU NO

TU ME, TOI THU THAP dugc tin titc ctia nhitng gi vira xay ra. Ba gid
tredc, hai chiéc quat gié bi sét danh, va 30 phit sau, mot vu n6 da xay ra
gan cong treong. Sau do di nhién la chiéc “hac phon” reo inh 6i, B6 biét
rang ham da bi sup, nhiéu cong nhan bi thwong va c6 1€ bi mac ket bén
trong, khi mé-tan chac chan dang lan tran khap dwong ham. Néu quat gio6
khong hoat dong tré lai, mot vu nd 16n sé bung 1én khap ham mé. Bé ra
lénh cho moi ngudi ra khoi ham ngay, sau dé 6ng dap dién thoai va lao vé
khu mo.

“Me da bao ong dy dirng c6 vao trong ddy,” ba thét 1én cay dang. “Hay
dé cho doi citu ho lam viéc nay. Nhung dé khong phai la cach Bo cam chiu.
‘Anh phai dich than di,” 6ng ay n6i. Me bao 6ng ay chang bao gio c6 thé dé
ai khac vao khu moé yéu dau d6 ma khong cé sy c6 mat cia minh phai
khong.”

“Rot cudc con cling vé nha roi,” ba bao t6i. “Me khong can biét con da &
dau. Bay gio thi vé phong va di ngu di. Jim ciling dang ngu. Bat ké diéu gi
xdy ra trong cai ham ban thiu ay khong lién quan gi dén hai con dau.”

Nghe 10i Me, t6i vé phong réi ngéng ra ngoai ctra so, nhin thdy xe hoi va
xe tai bang qua v6i va hudng vé phia khu mo. Sau dé t6i nhin thiy xe citu
thwong dén tir Welch bén kia nti. Sam rén vang dit dbi, chép chdi loa va
mura x0i xa tuén nhw muon nhan chim moi vat. Dan cu trong thi trdn nhao
nhac duéi nhitng chiéc du, 4o khoac kéo khit 1én dén c6.

Toi khong thé 1an trén trong phong va khong biét chuyén gi dang xdy ra
duwgc. Toi bén m@ ctta sO, leo ra ngoai mai hién, tudt xuéng go mai, bam
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vao bau ctra s6 va tha minh xudéng san. Ro6i tdi phong qua hang rao, hoa
minh cung dong nguwdi dang tudon vé phia khu mé. Hau hét moi nguoi &
Coalwood dang tu tap ¢ ddy. Mot rao chan dugc dyng 1én, ditng phia trong
la nhitng nguwoi phu nit c6 chong dang mac ket duwdi mé. T6i nghe moi
ngwoi ban tan x6n xao. Poi citu hd da xudng do vai tiéng roi nhung chwa
nghe c6 phan hoi gi.

T6i ndp dwdi béng ctia nha tam va quan sat. Pau 6c toi réi loan - c6 qua
nhiéu chuyén xdy ra trong dém nay. Dorothy da thuc sy di ra khéi doi t6i.
Sau dém nay, khi thdy nang cap ké cung Jim, cdm giac cta t6i vé nang da
khong con nhu tredc nita. Toi trong thay thanh vién cia Poi quan Citu té~
dang ban 10i cau nguyén cho nhitng ai can nd. Chgt t6i nghi vé Valentine va
chdng cam thdy vui vé gi. Ki niém dau doi cta toi that bi dat. Valentine da
yéu toi bang long thwong hai.

“Thay lang” ditng dgi canh xe citu thwong cung doi ctia 6ng, con ong
Van Dyke thi cing mdy ngudi thude ha va ky sw ditng nhin ra tir hién nha
ngoai van phong cta B6. Jake cling c6 mat. Nhitng dita tré tu tdp xung
quanh bd me chiing va ciling lang im nhw nguwdi 16n. Bong mot em bé khoc
oa lén sau hang rao, m6t c6 thudc Poi quan Citu t€ bong né va dé danh
trong khi Me né chung xudng trong vong tay cia mot nguwdi phu nit khéc.

Giong to da lang im, moi ngwdi bat dau xi xao phan khich khi thdy thang
may kéo ket di 1én, nhung trong dé chi c6 vai cong nhan cua doi rai bui da.
Ho béo lai rang doi ciru ho dd mo xudng dwgc gan cong trrong, nhung
chiéc xe nang bi chén vui khi ham bi sap 1dp mat duwong di, va ho dang co
gang kéo noé ra. Thong tin nay lam moi ngwdi dugce dip lao xao. T6i lai gan
nghe ngéng hai nguwdi cong nhan da nghi huwu kho khe giai thich cho “Thay
lang”. “Ho sé phai dung tay dao chiéc xe nang dé ra, Bac si a, roi ho sé
dung cot day va dung may kéo no ra khoi do.”
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“Sao ho khong né tung né cho r6i?” “Thay lang” thac mac.

“Khong dugc, lam vay thi cai khi mé den si dugi d6 sé no tung lén,”
nguwoi thg mo gia phan bac bang ngén ngit chuyén nganh. “Hodc la no6 sé
lam cho banh chanh ca day tran. Khong duwgc dau, chi con cach dao bang
tay ma thoi.”

“Viéc nay mat bao 1au nhi?”

“Khodng vai gio hay hon nita khong chirng, phu thudc vao lwgng dat da
ap xudng. May nguoi dé van con co hoi song sét néu doi cttu hd xuyén
thing dugce sém. Con nhiéu khong khi trong dé 1am, ma t6i nghe may cai
quat da dugc stta r6i. Ho chi can dao mot 16 nho la duwgc. Khong sao dau
Bac si, ho van con nhiéu co may. Ong cit chd xem nhé!”

Pbém cham chap tr6i qua, mwa da ngitng han, mdy xam tan dan di, va
nhitng dém sao lan lwgt nhap nhdy hién ra, trong that lanh 1o va xa vai.
Cai lanh van vii trén nhitng ngon cay men theo swon nui, nhung cling giong
nhuv nhitng ngwoi khac, bay gio toi chi tap trung cung sy im lang tai nha
than va cdi truc kéo thang may dang dong citng kia. Dwong nhu duong ham
dang thd dai ndo né theo tirng dgt khéi boc 1én tir duwdi long dat, va nhw
dang thi thAm mot 161 canh bdo. Ong Van Dyke vira néi chuyén dién thoai
xong va di ra ngoai hién van phong; 16i ban tan bat dau ram ran: Mot nguoi
trong doi ctu ho bi thwong nhung ho da xuyén thung dugc bic twong sup.
Tham chi c6 mot vai nguoi da t& nan. Nhitng nguoi vg ditng sau hang rao
guc dau lam ram cau nguyén. Bong truc kéo thang may kéo ket, moi nguai
ngudc 1én va bat dau nhin vé phia né. “Thay lang”, Cha Lanier va Richard
tién lai dwong ham, ding chd canh canh ctra trong khi day kéo thang may i
ach chuyén dong. Ai cling cang thang, mac nhién hiéu rang day la diéu ho
dang mong cho.

https://thuviensach.vn



Khi thang mdy 1én dén noi, hai thanh vién ctia doi cttu ho 16 dan, dwoc
nhan dién béi chiéc mii bdo ho vdi hinh chit thdp mau xanh. Ho khiéng ra
mot cai cang, thi thé nam trén d6 dwgc phu mot tdm chan mau xam. Mot
ngwoi thg mé md ctra thang mdy roi tranh sang mot bén dé nhudong dwong
khiéng cang ra ngoai. “Thay lang” kéo chan 1én, bé mii xudng va néi gi do
v6i nhitng ngudi vo. Hang rao mdé ra va mot phu nit xiét chat do khoac vao
ngwoi, dwong nhe dang cam thay rat lanh, lang 1€ buwéc t6i. Ba dinh dac di
theo chiéc cang 1én xe cttu thwong. Khi ba di ngang qua, dugi anh den cua
phong tam, t6i nhan ra d6 la Mary Bykovski. T6i budt miéng rén 1én. Cau
xin dirc Chtia, con muén con dc méng nay két thiic thdt nhanh.

T6i dinh cdt budc theo c6, nhung c6 giong ai goi giat lai. “Khong, khong
phdi lac nay.” Thi ra la Me.

Khi ba ra khéi goc t6i, anh mat ba nhw xuyén thau tim t6i. T6i bat dau
budng nhitng 10i bao chita hen nhat mong ba hiéu cho t6i, nhung tredc khi
t0i kip m& miéng thi ba da dung hét sitc binh sinh tang t6i that manh. Toi
choang vang, ma néng birng va nwdc mat trao ra, c6 lé vi bang hoang hon
la con dau vira nhan ldy. Mat ba nhan nhdam lai vi gian di. “Me dd bdo con
khong dugc dén day ma,” ba quat.

T6i déng nhu troi trong. “Con lo cho B6 ma.”

“Khong phdi,” ba rit 1én. “Con chang lo lang cho ai khac ngoai ban than
minh ca. Con luén nhw thé ma - that ich ki!” Ba quay phat vé khinh bi roi
buéc di, hoa lan vao dam dong, khuat khéi tam mat toi.

T6i do phich vao twong nha tam, tay ap chat 1én ma nhuw vira bi dan keo.
Loi Me c@ danh loan lén trong 6c toi: ich ki. Xe ctu thwong chd chu
Bykovski bat dau lan banh va tr tr hwéng xudng doi, ra dwong Cai. T6i doi
theo va cau nguyén: Hdy cho moi dau kho qua di. Cau xin on Chtia ban
phudc lanh, hdy cho moi dau khé qua di. LOi cau nguyén cua toi nghen lai
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trong cO. Thi thé chi Bykovski dang nam trong chiéc xe cttu thwong kia
16i, 10i cau nguyén nay chi con danh cho riéng t6i ma thoi. Cé 1&é Me néi
ding. T6i lubn la thang ich ki. Lai thém mot 1y do dé t6i ty khinh miét ban
than minh.

Thang may lai kéo ket chuyén dong di 1én, nhitng nguwdi vo dang dirng
doi chgt ring minh nhw c6 mdt ngon gi6 lanh budt vira théi qua ngudi ho.
Khoanh khac d6 nhuv kéo dai bat tan, nhung roi rét cudc mot toan nguwoi
cling buéc ra, mat ho den si nhw bau troi dém. Mot vai nguwdi phai tira vao
nguwoi khac ma di. Mot thanh vién cta doi citu hd dat chan 1én mat dat va
tuyén bo dong dac véi nhitng ngwoi vg: “Tét ca déu song sot.”

Tdt ca déu song sét! Nhitng nguwdi vg x6 nga hang rao, ua dén canh
chong ho. Mot vai nguoi té nga nhung ditng bat day tiép budc ngay. Ho lao
vao chong, chang mang tdi 16p bui than 1dm lem dinh day vao quan éo.
Nhitng dira bé cling mirng r& vay quanh, bam 1ay chan cta b6 ching.

Sau cung t6i cling trong thdy Bo buwdc ra khoi thang may mot minh. Mi
bao ho cia Bo da bién mat, con trén mat 6ng la mot miéng bang nhudom day
mau. B6 cit budc khé nhoc vé phia dng Van Dyke. Ong téng quan doc
buéc xubng tr hién van phong va trinh trong bat tay B6. Sau d6 doi cttu ho
vay quanh va vd 1én lung 6ng bidu hién sy than mat. Ong 1& d& dén nhan
nhitng 16i tan thwong réi loang choang budc di, chan ndng né nhw deo chi.
Me t6i roi khoi dam dong nhung lai khong dén bén canh B6. Ba chi budc
theo sau. T6i nghi ba biét rang lic nay, quan trong hon hét 1a phéi dé 6ng tw
minh di vé nha. T6i doi dén khi ho di xudng doi ra dén duong Cai roi buéc
theo, cho bi Me tat trén ma t6i van con néng birng.

Me va Bo dang ¢ dwdi tang ham - t6i nghe thady tiéng nwdc chay - khi toi

lach vao nha r6i chu6n 1én phong. Sau dé t6i nghe tiéng buwdc chan ho 1én
cau thang réi nghe B6 dat minh xudng giwvong. Con Me trd xudng nha dudi.
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Chiéc “hac phon” reo vang. T6i cam giac bay gid né to gap 10 lan so vGi
ngay thuwong. Me chay voi vao nhung ba khéng nhac may ma giat phang né
khoi twdng, mdé cia tredc va quang no ra san. Toi budc ra khoi phong, lo
rang ba sé ty lam dau minh.

Chiéc “hac phon” trong phong Bo van con réo vang. Ba phong hai buéc
mot 1én lau, day Jim - dang ngai ngt va cau nhau xem viéc gi dang dién ra -
sang mot bén. Ba xet ngang qua toi roi md toang ctra phong B6, mé cira so6
va giat not chiéc “hac phon” con lai khoi twdng roi quang ra ngoai. “Di moi
Béc si t6i day,” ba ra 1énh cho t6i. T6i dinh xudng cau thang nhung “Thay
lang” da t6i noi, dang budc vao hanh lang dwdi va buéc 1én 1au. Ong ching
néi gi véi t6i nhung 6m cham ldy Me. “Moi viéc sé 6n thdi Elsie.” Ong
bao.

“Tw lic nao cht?” ba nitc nd. Ca hai di vao phong Bo va dong ctra lai.

Khi “Thay lang” buéc ra, t6i cung Jim dang ditng dgi trong sanh. Bon toi
chang néi véi nhau ntra 10i. Thyce tinh, ching t6i chang c6 gi dé néi vdi
nhau cd. “T6i da khau 12 mii trén trdn o6ng ay,” 6ng thuat lai. “Sgi cap ho
dung dé kéo chiéc xe nang bi diit va quat vao dau ong dy. Strc bat ctia n6 da
cat doi chiéc mii bao hd. C6 thé ong ay sé bi mat di mat phai ddy. To6i sé
dwa 6ng ay dén bénh vién vao ngay mai réi xem moi chuyén sé nhu thé nao

»

sau.
“Thay lang” bwdc ra thanh cau thang roi quay sang nhin chiing t6i. “Sé
c6 nhiéu nguoi thiét mang dém nay néu khong cé bé chau. Bon chau la con

cta ong ay, hay nh¢ 1ay diéu nay.”

T6i theo “Thay lang” ra dén ctra sau. “Con chu Bykovski thi sao a?” t6i
héi.

“Ong ay lai chiéc xe nang bi chén vui do.”
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Thé l1a qua du. Toi chang thé chiu dung thém nita. T6i ngtra mat va khoc
oa lén. “Thay lang” dat tay 1én vai t6i. “Gi nita day?”

“Tat ca la 16i cda chau! Néu khong tai chau thi chii Bykovski dau phai
lam viéc & duwGi d6!” Ro6i toi thuat lai cau chuyén cho “Thay lang” nghe.
“Va néu nhu chu dy khong phai lam viéc ¢ cong treong thi da khong mat
mang nhuv thé,” toi két thic cau chuyén, giong t6i nghen ngao trong tiéng
ndc va nwdc mat. To6i nhin 1én va bat gap anh mat ctia 6ng.

“Pitng c6 mit wét nita,” “Thay lang” rit 1én. “Quy tha ma bat, chau
khong hiéu cai chon nay la nhw thé nao a? Moi ngay, nhithg nguwdi dan 6ng
¢ thi trdn nay vao trong mo than lam viéc ludn c6 thé can ké cai chét bat ct
Iic nao.”

T6i khong thé kim duwgc nwdc mat va cdm thay that xau hé vi diéu nay.
Lé chdy thanh dong trén ma r6i lan xuéng cam. Cang nhw vay t6i cang tw
thdy cam ghét ban than minh.

“Ike ché tao tén ltra cho chau,” “Thay lang” néi giong cuong quyét, “vi
ong ay muon nhitng diéu tot nhat dén véi chau, 6ng dy xem chau nhw con
rudt cua minh vay. Chau va nhitng dira tré & Coalwood nay thudc vé tat ca
moi nguwoi ¢ day. Luat 1é nay khong dugc viét thanh van nhung né da luén
nam trong long ctia moi ngwoi trong thi trdn nay.”

No6i xong 6ng di ra xe, buwdc vao trong, né may va xoay ctra kinh xuong.
“Chu néi véi chau diéu nay ma c6 1€ bo chau ciing dong tinh. Bung dé chu
thdy chau khéc rong 1én nhu dan ba mot lan nita. Néu khong, thé c6 Chua
rang, chu sé cho chau mét tran ra tro day. Coalwood khong phadi 1a noi danh
cho nhitng ké yéu dudi, néu mudn thi chau hay giit n6 & trong long, con
khong thi bién khéi day cang s6m cang tot.”
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T6i ditng & ctra va nhin theo dén khi “Thay lang” lai xe di khuat. T6i
nhin 1én con dwdng dan t6i nha than va trong thdy moi nguoi dang li lwgt
kéo vé nha. T6i nghe thay nhitng cudc tro chuyén that binh thwong, c6 vai
nguwoi con cwdi rat thodi mai nita. Chu Bykovski da ti nan, con Bo t6i thi bi
thwong nang, vady ma ho lam nhw chang cé chuyén gi xdy ra. Chi c6 mot
nguoi chét. Chi cé6 mét nguoi ma théi! Lic nao cling c6 mot nguwdi sé mat
mang trong nhitng ham mo cda tinh McDowell nay. Nhitng 16i cau nguyén
tai dwong ham c6 vé da da cong hiéu. T6i ghé tdm nhin ho di ngang qua
t0i, ghé tdm vi thay trong thue t€, ho lai ditng dung doi véi long diing cam,
st chiu dung va ngay ca cai chét cia nguwdi khac nhw vay. Téi chang mudn
giong nhu bon ho chit nao. T6i chi mudn quay lung va dugc gidi thoat khoi
Coalwood ma thoi.

Clyde Bishop, mot doc cong cua ca lam viéc ban ngay, di ngang qua
cong nha r6i tréo vao c nhw to6i khéng hién dién & day vay. Me chan chu
ay lai trwdc ctra nha. “Toi can no6i chuyén véi Homer,” chi ay cdc can béo.
“Pién thoai cua anh ay bi gi r6i.”

“Ong ay khong c6 day,” ba quat lai.
“Gl ntra day, Elsie...”

“Ong ay khong phai chi & day vi anh, Clyde, va dng ay sé khong & day
nita. Bing c6 goi dng dy lam gi. T6i da quang may cai phone ra ngoai san
r6i, va tir nay chuing sé ¢ d6 mai.”

HOm sau, Me chd B6 dén bénh vién. T6i ng6i ¢ hién sau va chd ho trd
vé. Dandy tim thay t6i, dwong nhw danh hoi dugc to6i dang buon, bén gac
dau 1én dau goi cuaa t6i. T6i vudt ve chdm 16ng vang mém mai trén dau né.
Thinh thodng, n6 ciing thé dai nhw dang mién man nghi vé diéu gi d6. Mot
lic sau, Poteet 1an la lai gan, ngo6i 1én chan t6i nhw dang canh géac. Khi bo
me vé thi bon t6i van ng6i day. Pau Bo dwoc bang b6 va mét miéng dan bit
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ngang mat ong. Khi ra khoi chiéc Buick, 6ng phdi twa vao n6 dé giir thang
bang. Me khodc tay 6ng 1én vai, d& 6ng vao nha. T6i ditng day dé gitp m&
ctta. Mdc du thady Me dang rat vat va, nhung anh mat gian dit cua ba lam toi
phai tranh ra xa.

T6i nhin theo b6 me budc vao nha. T6i chun buwdc khi canh ctta dong
sam lai sau lung ho, nghe to nhu tiéng sting n6. T6i muén di theo nhung
khong thé, chan t6i nhw bam ré xudng san. Tiéng sap ctra vang vong khap
khong trung, c nhuw tat ca canh ctra @ Coalwood vira déng sam lai tirng cai
mot tredc mat toi vay. Ca doi minh, t6i ludn ban biu vGi bao nhiéu ké
hoach hong lam moi th dién ra theo y minh. Bay gio t6i biét rang toi
chang thé lam gi dé moi thi¢ t6t dep trd lai cd. Bay gio khong thé va mai
nay ciing vay thoi. Khi ngo ra diéu nay, bao nhiéu nang lwgng nhw troi tudt
khoi nguwoi téi. Hai tay budng thong, t6i cti dau trong sy xau ho, tuyét
vong. Mdc du “Thay lang” da canh béo, t6i van bat dau cam thay mui long
hon lic nao hét. Sau do, cit nhw c6 mot tén trom lén dén tir phia sau va no
lay di hét nhitng gi t6i ting tin la ding va cao ca. Dot nhién t6i c6 mot cam
giac that té hai, kinh khing. N6 dén that bat ngd va t6i nhan ra ngay la
minh dang sai nhung chang thé xua tan cam giac d6 di dugc. Thang nhoc
dang ngudc dau 1én nhin nhitng ngon nui x4u xi bao boc xung quanh no lic
nay that khac xa v6i chinh ban than n6 cach day khong lau. Co 1€ t6i khong
nhéch mép cwdi khinh bi nhung cling cé thé chuyén dé da xdy ra. Diéu té
hai nhat t6i t'ng cam thay trong doi minh dang hoan toan diéu khién ban
than t6i. T6i dang cam thay: tréng rong.
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19. VUON CAO HON VA TIEN BUOC

Auk XXI

DUONG NHU CO AI VUA LEN VAO trong long toi va tit di mot
chiéc cong tac. T6i cam thay hut hang va nang né. Nhitng ngay sau do, t6i
ngirng viéc ché tao tén lra, ngirtng doc sach hoa tién, va ciing chang bén
madng t&i xuwdng kim khi dién may. T6i cd gang han ché tiép xic vGi bd me
cang nhiéu cang t6t, chang budc chan dén gan phong nga cia Bo, thitc day
that sém va ditng trong béng t6i ca tiéng dong ho trudc khi xe buyt tdi don.

Toi cam thdy sg hai nhung lai khong dam thiva nhan diéu nay, ngay ca
v6i chinh ban than minh. Phai chang t6i da tré thanh mét trong s6 ho? Phai
chang cai chét cta chu Bykovski - chang can hoi gi cling biét 1a 16i cda toi -
va tai nan ctia B0 cu6i cung ciling khién t6i tr¢ vé vai thue tai? R6t cudc toi
sé mai la mot nguwoi dan ctia mién Tay Virginia, ludn la kiéu nguoi khac ky
va lanh dam, chiu dung s6ng trong nghich canh, mang theo nhiéu t6i 16i ma
chang bao gio dam phoi bay né ra anh sang? To6i tirng nghi sé dén nha tho,
chi dé di vao trong, quy goi xuong trwdc thanh gia va cau xin duwgc ganh
chiu nhitng no6i dau. Chia da mang theo nhitng dau dén - né that si la moén
qua cua Ngai ban tdng cho ching ta. Vay chang phai ching ta, nhitng con
chién cia Ngai, cling nén chiju dyng gidng nhu vay hay sao? Toi kinh tém
chinh ban than minh vi cai cAm giac trong rong dang xau ho do.

Chu Ferro bat gap t6i di ngang qua nha thd va niu t6i lai néi chuyén véi

chu ay. “May chu thg vira lam cho chdu mot qua héa tién mdi day. Chau
xem c6 thé d6 nhién liéu vao réi phéng né vao cudi tuan nay dugc khéng?”
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“Chuyén 10i cam on dén ho gitp chau, nhung chau khong con lién quan
gi dén chuyén ché tao tén Itra nita dau a.” T6i buwdc 1én vai bac thém trudc
nha thd réi quay lai. Nha tho cling thudc vé cong ty ma. T6i c6 thé dén gap
Richard Bé Nho nhung 6ng dy ¢ xa qua va gip dé lam gi nhi? Ong sé& lai
trich dan nhitng doan trong Kinh Thanh ma t6i da thudc lau lau.

Jake! Tim t0i giat ndy lén khi nghi dén anh ay. Con ai c6 thé cam thay
yéu doi hon anh dy nita? Toi chay voi dén Club House nhung c6 Davenport
bdo rang anh da di Ohio vao sdng nay mat roi.

T6i leo 1én xe dap roi di vé nha, gitta dwong thi gap 6ng Van Dyke dang
diéng tredc van phong va goi toi lai. Toi dirng lai, mat nhin xudng dat trong
khi nghe 6ng tan dwong B6. “Sy diing cdm ctia 6ng dy la sy c6 vii 16n lao
d6i véi tat ca ching ta,” 6ng Van Dyke két luan.

“Vang thwa ong,” t6i dap nhu hoc thudc long nhuw nhitng thang bé
Coalwood ngoan ngodn van lam. “Chéau chac rang 6ng noi ding a.”

Sau khi néi chuyén véi 6ng tong quan doc xong, toi c6 gang dap xe
nhanh qua trung tam thi tran, nhung bi chi Dubonnet bat gap ngay tredc
cong toa nha cua Lién minh Céng nhan. “Sonny, chd da,” cha ay goi va khi
toi dirng han thi lon ton chay lai. “B6 me chau khoe khéng?”

“Me chau khée a,” t6i 1é phép dap.

“Con chau?”

“Da rat khoe a.” Lai thém mot cau hoc thudc long nita. “Chau dang voi

»

a.

Cha Dubonnet nam ghi-déng xe t6i lai. “Chu biét Ike quan trong véi
chéau nhuv thé nao, nhung chau nén tha 1éng mot chuit.”
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“Chau that sy dang voi thwa chu.”
Chu buong xe toi ra. “Vay chu nghi chau nén di ngay di.”

bém dé, t6i nam trén giwvong, ngwdc mat nhin vao bong t6i. Nghe Daisy
Mae grur grir, toi nung dau n6 nhung chang noi gi. Téi chang cé gi dé noi
ca. Toi cling chang bu6n cau nguyén ma chi nam d6 cho cho dém dai troi
qua.

Vao nhitng budi sang, t6i nhin quanh Coalwood va moi thit trong that
gom ghiéc. Cong ty dang cho thdao d& cac dwong ray xe ltra, nhitng doi
cong nhan rut chot va kéo nhitng thanh sat 1én khoi mat dat. Nhitng dau vét
ctia dwong ray dé lai trén mat dat trong giong nhw mot vét seo den ngom cat
ngang thi trdn. Khong con nhitng xe than, Coalwood sé khong con bi bao
phu bai bui than ngay nay qua thang no nita, nhung du gi, t6i van trong
thdy nhitng 16p than xau xi bam chét 1én than thé moi ngwdi ¢ day va chang
bao gio cé thé got sach duoc.

Bay gio toi di hoc ma chang con sg bi diém xau va t6i cling chang cam
thdy s¢ diéu gi nita cd. Roy Lee dat may dia khac ra dé ng6i xudng dang
sau t6i. “Sao roi anh ban?” cau ay héi vong tit sau lung t6i.

“Binh thuong,” toi dap ldy 1é roi nham mat gia vo ngu.

T6i ngéi mot minh trong gidng dwong truedc gio vao 16p va vao gio an
trira, téi cau gat véi Quentin khi cdu dy c6 gang lai ngo6i gan minh. “Tranh

Xa té ra,” t6i bdo. Cau ay bat ngay day nhw thé vira bi téi da vay.

To6i trong thdy Valentine va Buck dang ng6i cung nhau, gitta ho dwong
nhw c6 rat nhiéu thit trén doi nay dé noi. To6i chang can thiép vao lam gi.
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Chi ay da dién xong man kich thuwong hai ctia minh. Chi ay bat gap anh mat
cta t6i, gat dau va cuwdi nhe. Téi ngoanh mat lam ngo.

Dorothy va Jim dang di xuéng hanh lang, tay trong tay di vé phia toi.
Dorothy c6 néi chuyén véi téi. “Sonny,” c6 phdi tranh qua, néu khong thi
toi da dam thang vao ngudi co ay roi.

“Pung la thang dan don,” t6i nghe Jim ndi vGi cd ay.

Co Riley bao t6i ¢ lai sau gio hoc. “Sonny, c6 rat 1dy lam tiéc vé bo em.
Ong &y sao roi?”

“T6t a.” T6i dgi cho ¢6 mudn ndi gi thi néi cho xong roi di.

Co0 nhin t6i mot lic, t6 vé lo lang. “Co nghe ndi em khdéng con tiép tuc
ché tao tén Itra nita a?”

That ngac nhién, toi lai cAm thdy mot diéu gi do. “Pung thé a,” t6i dap.
Tim t6i nhw dau nhéi. T6i nin thd co ho ding trén tdng bang dang ran va.

“Sao vay?”
“Tai sao lai khong? Ai quan tam chit?”
“C0, Quentin va may dita hoa tién con lai.”

“Vay thi ho c6 thé ty ché tao tén Itra 1dy,” t6i cau nhau mot cach ngoan
c6. “Khong can em ho van c6 thé lam dwgc vay.”

“Em dang tu thwong hai ban than minh,” ¢6 thi tham. “Va chang c6 chut
tw hao nao. Mot sy két hop té hai.”
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Tam trang toi chgt bung lén nhuv c6 dong dién vira chay ngang nguoi.
“CoO biét em cam thay gi ma néi?” Toi ty nuéng chiéu sv ty thuwong hai cta
ban than minh, sy xau xa trong t6i sui 1én nhuw sita thiu.

Co Riley chang chép mat mot 1an nao sudt trong lic tdéi budng 10i chi
trich. “Pwa tay cho c0 nao,” co bao.

“Gl ca?”

Co vuon tay ra va nam ldy ban tay t6i, lic nay dang nam chat lai. Co g&
tirng ngoén tay ra. Tay cO that am &p, mém mai. T6i biét rang tay minh thi
dang lanh ngat. Tt khi tai nan xdy ra, tay t6i lic nao cling lanh céng nhw
vay. Mdc cho vao ban dém t6i c6 cudn vao chan am cach may thi t6i van
cam thay lanh. “Sonny,” c6 no6i, “nhiéu chuyén da xdy ra véi em ro6i, co 1é
nhiéu hon nhitng gi c6 dwgc biét. Nhung c6 cho em biét, néu nhw ngting
ché tao tén ltra vao lic nay, em sé héi han ca doi minh cho ma xem.”

Toi rut tay lai. T6i sé khong dé cho c6 lam minh b6i r6i. T6i phai kién
quyét lam theo nhitng gi minh vira dat ra. N6 la cach duy nhat dé t6i c6 thé
vuot qua nhitng rac ro6i minh vira tao nén, va co 1é sé lam duwgc chat gi dé
dung dan.

“Em phai gat n6i dau va sy gian dit sang mot bén dé tiép tuc cong viéc
cua minh,” co Riley bao.

Lai nita r6i, mot kiéu dién hinh ctia mién Tay Virginia - mét céng viéc
cao cd. Lé ra t6i phai thdy trudc viéc nay sé dién ra chit. Vang, ching t6i
déu c6 cong viéc dé lam trong cai tiéu bang nay, nai Iwng ra lam lung cat
lwe tiéu ton hét sitc khée cho thé gidi ngoai kia, dé roi ngay hom sau lai ti€p
tuc cong viéc nhw vay va rét cudc la chang nhan dugc gi. “Cong viéc cua
em la gi?” t6i tho 16 gang hoi.
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Co tang 10 giong diéu caa t6i. “Cong viéc cua em la ché tao tén lira,
Sonny a.”

“Tail sao?”

“Chang cé ly do gi cd, n6 vinh danh cho chinh ban than em va ngoi
treong nay.”

T6i muodn tron chay, dap toang cai 16p hoc ctia c6 r6i quay lung di,
khong mot 1an ngoai lai. “Néu nhw em khong thich cong viéc nay thi sao?”
to0i phan bac mot cach yéu 6t.

Co nhin xuyén thau tim t6i va néi. “Néu vay, néu that sy’ nhu vay, thi em
hdy ctt lam tét ca nhitng gi c6 thé.”

SHERMAN GOI TOI VA BAO: “Sonny, cau hdy di dén tram xe buyt &
Little Store ngay di.”

“Chi vay?”

Cau ay da noi vay, bao toi phai lam gi. Néu nhu Sherman, mot nguoi tot
va diing cam nhuw thé, da néi thi t6i phai tin théi. T6i lao vi ra khoi civa.

Co Bykovski ditng 1é loi bén kia duong doi dién Little Store vdi hai
chiéc vali ré tién bén canh. Ong Van Dyke da cho c6 & lai nha trong vong
mot thang nhung chi sau hai tuan thi c6 quyét dinh ra di. Sherman bédo c6
ay dinh vé vung néng thon dé séng véi ba con, gan bénh vién dang cham
s6c con gai cda c6. “Chau dén dé that tam xin 16i, thwra c6.” t6i néi vdi co.
CoO nhin t6i nhung chang noi gi. Toi ditng thang ngwdi 1én hét mitc cé thé
réi néi tiép: “Hoan toan do chau nén chu Bykovski méi phéi 1én cong
treong lam viéec.”
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To6i giat minh khi thdy ¢6 mim cwdi. “Ike c6 thé trd lai lam viéc & xwéng
kim khi dién mdy bat ¢t lic nao 6ng dy mudn. P6i khi bé chau néi gian
nhung luon la ngwdi cong bang ma. Nhung chi Tke khdng mudn quay lai va
chinh ¢6 cling vay. C6 chi cam thay s6 tién tang 1én rat hitu ich.”

“Nhung chinh chau da -”

“Ike rat yéu quy chau Sonny a,” c6 bao. “Chau biét khong?”

“Vang thwa co, nhung -”

“Im,” c6 binh tinh noi. “Im lang ngay di.” Co thd dai va nhin ra xung
quanh con duong. “Noi nay that tot dep. Sach sé va yén binh. Uéc gi ca
nha c6 duwgc song & day mai.”

Tim toi nhw c6 ai vira kep lai, dau nhai.

Chiéc xe buyt trd tGi. “Nhung du sao, viéc nay ciing da xdy ra,” c6 bao.

T6i nhac vali cia c6, gidp tai xé chat né l1én xe. “Ping quén Ike chau
nhé,” cd budc 1én ctra xe r6i quay lai néi.

“Chau sé khéng quén dau a,” t6i hita roi bwdc lui lai tranh ra xa khoi xe

’

buyt.

Co tim cho6 ngo6i réi m@ cita s6 ra va nd nu cwdi hién hau vdi t6i. “Co
mot thit ma chau c6 thé lam day,” c6 bao. “Mat thit ma Ike sé rat thich.”

“Gl vay, thua c6?”
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“Hay tiép tuc phong nhitng chiéc héa tién dé nhé!” Co6 dong ctra lai, n@
mot nu cwdi budn ba, roi xe buyt bat dau lan banh. T6i nhin theo con dwong
dén khi xe khuat sau khiic quanh dwéi chan ndi.

Mot con gio lanh tran 1én tw phia dudi khu long chao. Nhitng hang cay
son thu du dwdi chan nidi dung dwa vay goi nhw mudn khoe véi t6i nét ruc
r& cta ching. Ching nhin tia nhw nhitng b6 hoa trang 16ng lay trong sac
xanh cta sttc song twoi méi ma Chuda vira dat xuong tri’dc mat nhitng cay
sOi gia ngan nam va nhitng cay mai chau sitng sitng. Dwong nhw t6i vira
nghe thay tiéng gi d6 va ngudc mat 1én truy tim nguon goc ctia nd. Nhung
dé khong chi la nhitng am thanh don doc ma chinh la Coalwood dang
chuyén dong, thi tham, am i khic giao hwdng bat tan ctia cudc song, cong
viéc, nghia vu va trach nhiém. T6i ldang 1& don doc bén 1é dwong, lang nghe
thi trdn ngan nga bai ca cong nghiép cta chinh no.

BA TUAN SAU KHI TAI NAN XAY RA, Auk XXI dugc phéng 1én,
cung ldac dé, Bo toi bo mac 10i khuyén can ctia “Thay lang”, trd lai lam viéc
v6i con mat do dan, mu loa va hang dong miii khau trén tran. Me nhin Bo
ra di r6i trd lai ban an trwdc bic tranh twong, gia vo nhw khong dé y dén
mdy nguoi thg cta céng ty vao nha gan lai chiéc “hac phon”. Con toi thi
chang c6 gi dé noi vGi ho ca. Ai cling c6 cong viéc riéng ctia minh ma.

Me lam com t6i m6i ngay va dé trong 10 roi tré vé phong. Jim va t6i ty
lay nhitng gi minh thich va dem vé phong riéng dé an. B6 hiém khi vé nha,
moi khi c6 mat, 6ng an nhitng thi ngudi lanh con sét lai. T6i that sy mong
rang cudc séng sé dién ra nhw vay hét kiép nay. Jim da dwgc cap hoc bong
cho mén béng bau duc va sé ra di vao thang 7 t6i. T6i con hoc mot nam
nita va cling sé ra di bang bat ¢t gid nao. T6i chang dv dinh xai mdt dong
nao cdia bo me dé vao dai hoc hay dung cho viéc gi khac ca. Jake lu6n néi
rang Quan Do6i hay Khong Quan sé san sang thau nhan toi, gia nhap vao doé
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la mét y dinh khong t6i chit nao, luén cé trg cdp cho quan nhan ma. Téi sé
tw hoc dai hoc va mot lic nao do hop ly, téi sé dén Cape Canaveral.

Chiéc ong lién than khéng moi han ma t6i yéu cau chu Caton dat da
dwgc chuyén tgi. Cha bdo B6 da ky duyét ma chang néi mot 1oi nao.
Quentin va t6i chwa san sang giai quyét nhitng cong thitc ciia miéng tén Itra
De Laval dé cap trong sach. Nhung chid thg may da ché tac miéng tén ltra
ma@i dugc khoét loe mieng sau hon; hy vong chung toi sé dat dwgc chut
thanh cong tw thiét ké hoi tu - phan ki nay.

“Hay quan sat xem chiéc tén lra nay bay ra sao,” toi néi du doan cua
minh vGi may dita con lai trong mot cuéc hop cia BCMA tai giang duong
vao budi sang. “Cai nay da san sang dé bay r6i day!” T6i xin 16i moi nguai
vé si 1an tranh ctia minh sau vu tai nan, va ho té ra binh thwong nhw chwa
hé c6 chuyén gi xdy ra. Bay chinh la phong cach ctia mién Tay Virginia, va
¢ diém nay, ho gidi hon toi.

Ngay Idc bam nt khai hoa thi t6i da biét day sé la qua tén lira t6t nhat
cta bon t6i. M6t ngon ltta néng héi, hinh nén phut ra tir day ctia Auk XXI
khi n6 bat dau roi khéi bé phong. N6 vit 1én bau trdi xanh tham, mang theo
dudi khoi trang dai thuon thwot. Hai dita hoc sinh treong Big Creek khac 1a
Dean Crabtree va Ronnie Sizemore cling tham gia giup dd chung t0i hom
nay. Chd Dubonnet, mdy nguwdi thg may va 30 nguwoi dan Coalwood khac
cung ho reo. Basil thi nhdy nho6t canh chiéc Edsel cta anh. Auk XXIroi
xuong y nhv t6i dy tinh. T6i tdn hudng tiéng uych my man khi n6 cham
dat. That hoan hdo. “M4t ngan hai tram bon muoi lam mét,” Quentin bao
cao.

“Chung ta da vuot 1én thém ba tram 1é nam mét,” Roy Lee bdo. “Ching
ta sé dat dugc mot ngan sau tram muwdi mét vao lan t6i cho ma xem.”
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“Chung ta sé dat dwoc,” t6i bao, “nhuwng day la lan cudi cung ching ta
dung chat n6 keo ngot.” T6i da ban luan diéu nay véi Quentin. “Lan téi
chuing ta sé str dung bot kém va lwu huynh. Ching ta sé dat duwgc do cao t6i
da.”

Sherman lang ngudi di. “Ching ta biét gi vé bot kém va lwu huynh ch?”

“Khong nhiéu, nhwng ching ta sé tim hiéu.”

“Nhung chat n6 keo ngot dang hoat dong t6t ma!” Billy phan déi.

“Pung ro6i,” O’Dell dé thém vao. “T¢ nghi bon minh khong nén thay doi
gi ca.”

“Bot kém va lwu huynh,” t6i bdo. “Sé dwgc sit dung vao lan tgi. Néu ai
khong thich thi ct viéc bo cudc.”

“Ai bau cau lam vua thé nhi?” Sherman gang héi.

“Té chi huy ¢ day,” t6i dap lai, cd gang té ra la mot ngwdi dan ong ciing
01, “va moi viéc sé dién ra nhu thé.”

Roy Lee van ditng d6 khi may dira khac lui lai. “Troi dat, Sonny, binh
tinh nao.”

“Pirng co6 thach té, Roy Lee,” t6i bdo cau ay. “Td va Quentin sé thiét ké
mot cai miéng tén Itra rat phitc tap, va bon t¢ can mot chat no day tién tién
hon dé dung vGi né.”

“Dugc thoi. Nhung sao cau khong ban thao vGi moi nguoi?”

“Vi td khong c6 thoi gian dé gidi thich moi chuyén ma té dinh lam.”
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“Cau non nong nhuv vay vi cai gi?”

“Té& - chuing ta sé phai chién thang trong hoi chg khoa hoc vao nam sau.
Dbé thyc hién diéu nay, bon minh phai giéi hon gap doi bon hoc sinh cua
treong Welch High. Con rat nhiéu thit phdi hoc va lam truéc khi sy kién dé
dién ra.”

“Sao cau lai muon thang trong héi chg khoa hoc d6?”

“B0 t¢ phai bao vé y kién cho tat ca nhitng gi t& lam a? Khong phai té da
lam hét moi thit trong cai hdi nay sao?”

Roy Lee cau c6. “Khong, cau khéng lam tat cd moi viéc. Nhung cho du
cau c6 lam hét di nita, thi t& nghi cau cling khong nén néi véi moi ngwoi
bang cai giong do.”

“Té khong dém xia dén viéc cau nghi gi,” t6i gan tirng tiéng mot.

Roy Lee bdt ngd tung nam ddm vao ngyc toi. T6i ndm lan ra bai dat kho
ctiing. Toi dua tay 1én xoa nguc - dau that - trong khi cau dy dang ding trén
nguwoi toi, nam dam dang san sang tung ra. “Thang bai ndo,” cau ay rit 1én.
“Bon t¢ da lam hét minh cho cai tén Itta ctia cdu. Vay ma cau nghi la c6 thé
xuong day va chang xem bon t¢ ra cai quai gi a? Néu nhu cau that sy nghi

»
!

vay thi ditng 1én nao. T4 sé dap cau lan kénh ra mot lan nita day

T6i ngoi trén mat dat, tay van 6m ldy ngwe. “T¢ mudn dung bot kém va
lvu huynh, chi cé vay théi,” t6i run ray ndi.

“Chuta oi, sao cau ngd ngan thé,” Roy Lee thot l1én roi lac dau. “Cau

muon st dung cai quai gi cling dugc.” Cau dy dwa tay ra giup, toi bat 1dy va
dwgc kéo dirng day. “T¢ xin 16i vi da dam cau.”
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“Con t& thi khong xin 16i dau,” t6i néi va toi thue su nghi vay.

https://thuviensach.vn



20. KHO BAU CUA O’DELL

MAT CUA BO KHONG THE HOAN TOAN LANH LAIL Ong da
khong danh mat con mat dé6 nhung gio day né chang diéu chinh dwoc tiéu
diém va lic nao cling nhoe nuwéc. Bac si & Welch cho biét tinh trang nay sé
kéo dai cho dén cudi doi B6. Ong phai dua tay 1én che con mét hong lai dé
doc bao hay xem tivi. Sau moi viéc, B6 va Me van giit dugc s hoa binh
trong nha tot hon toi twédng. Mac du rat hiém khi n6i chuyén nhung ho lai
lam nhw chwa ¢6 chuyén gi xay ra. Con toi v6i Bo thi gan nhw cha c6 gi dé
nai roi. Me van nhe nhang héi han t6i vé viéc hoc nhung chang dau vao dau
ca. Con doi vdi toi thi Jim khéng khac nao mot béng ma trong nha nay.
That hiém hoi moi khi ca nha ngb6i an t6i véi nhau, nhung ciling chi trong sy
im lang ngdt ngat va tiéng dao nia khua lach cach. Duy chi c6 Daisy Mae
ludn la ngwoi ban diu dang trung thanh cua t6i, khong hé thay doi.

Bay gio, sang sang Me & trong phong va dé cho anh em tdi ty thitc day
di hoc. Khong c6 su thiic giuc cda ba thi Jim van khong gap van dé gi, van
kip ditng diéu dang ca gio dong ho trong phong tam; nhung toi da tré xe
buyt hai lan va phai xin qua giang dén treong. Vao 16p mudn, t6i bi goi 1én
phong thay Turner canh cdo. Thay bdo néu nhw chuyén nay con xdy ra mot
lan nita thi t6i sé gap rac r6i nghiém trong hon nhitng gi t6i c6 thé twdng
twgng ra. Nhung roi vao gitra thang 5, sy viéc nay lai tai dién, mac cho toi
da c6 gang mwon dong ho bao thitc cua O’Dell cling khong gitp ich dwoc
gi. Sang hom do, toi lai gio tay bat xe tai tram nhién liéu bén kia duong.
Mot lic thi t6i thay Jake trd t6i trong chiéc Corvette cia anh. “Di dau
day?” anh mé toang ctra va héi t6i. That may man khi dwgc gap anh. Tt khi
tai nan xady ra, anh ay c* & mai trén Ohio va toi cling chang biét vi ly do gi
nira.
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“Pén treong Big Creek a, em dang bi tré 1am r6i anh gi!” t6i trwd'n nhanh
Vao xe.

Mat Jake sang r& 1én. “Pugc thoi!” anh hét toang 1én va nhan ga. Ching
toi ban nhanh qua khu mé va hwéng vé nii Coalwood. Anh hép vai ngum
rwgu roi dua chai cho t6i. “Em biét uéng chir ha?”

“Truwdce gio hoc thi khong a,” toi tra 10i mot cach thanh that.

Anh lai dwa chai 1én miéng tu tng wc va roi danh vong qua ba khic cua
mot cach hoan hdo ma khong can nhin dwong. Chgt t6i trong thdy Geneva
Eggers van chiéc quan vai du va ao choang len dang ngbi vat véo trén
twong rao trwdc civa nha. Toéi chung nguwdi xuéng ghé khi Jake giam toc do,
chay ri i va xoay ctta xe xuong. “Chao c6 Eggers,” anh lam dong tac gi&
mii chao va chuyén sang giong mién nam cta vung Tay Virginia. “Sang
nay co khoe khong?”

“On thoi Jake a,” c6 dap r6i liéc vao trong xe. “Em dang ché ai vay? O!”
Co6 nd nu cuwdi dé thwong khi nhan ra t6i. “Chau khoe khong, Sonny? Chau
lai tré xe buyt nita a?”

T6i cang chung nguwdi xudng sau hon. “Vang thwa cd,” toi 1i nhi dap.

“U, chang c6 chuyén gi dau,” rot cudc cd ndi sau khi hai chiing t6i déu
im lang nhin nhau.

“0, d6 1a mot phu nit t6t day!” anh néi trong tiéng rit cia banh xe. “Hinh
nhw c6 dy rat thich em thi phai. Lam sao ma em biét nguwdi phu ni nay?”

T6i nhin vai. “M6t lan no khi troi day tuyét, co ay da cho em swéi am
bén bép 10 cta cb.”
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Jake ngoac miéng hét c& va cwdi hé ho nhu thwong 1é.

Khi dén Big Creek, tdi cdm on Jake r6i voi vang chay vao 16p Héa hoc.
Khi vao dén noi t6i mdi nhan ra la da dé quén sach trén xe. Luc Jake litng
thithg mang ching vao, c6 Riley than nhién nhin sy xuat hién ctia bon toi.
Co liéc nhin anh khodng vai gidy, lau hon mitc can thiét ro6i quay lai v6i to
gidy diém danh. T6i vay vay tay ra hiéu cho anh dem séch lai cho t6i. “Co
gido ctia em la ai vay?’ dé la tat ca nhitng gi anh mudn biét.

To6i giGi thiéu va ho bat tay nhau. “T6i nghi anh la ky sw phai khong, anh
Mosby?” c6 Riley hoi giong that diu dang ma trudc gio toi chua ti'ng nghe
thay.

“T6i c6 bang cap han hoi Freida a, vdy ma nhiéu ngudi van ¢t phai héi
rang toi c6 phdi la ky su hay khéng,” anh ciing dap lai rdt muwgt ma. “May
cau nhéc héda tién bao t6i rang c6 la co gido yéu thich nhat cua ching, va toi
that sw an twgng vdi khiéu tham my cda 1 tré.”

C6 do mit then thing rdi nhin xudéng déng sach vé trén ban. “Um, nhé
ghé lai ddy nhé, anh Mosby.”

“Cir goi t0i 1a Jake,” anh dap, nhap nhay long may té vé san sang. “Chac
chan la vay roi, Freida a.”

Anh di ra va ngoai dau lai néi vdi toi. “Quén xe buyt cia treong di nhé,
"J

nho6c. Anh ltc nao ciing san long ché em di hoc

T6i khong chac rang minh da 160 mo nhan ra Jake va c6 Riley hen ho véi
nhau hay khong nhirng mot ngay no, c6 goi toi dén ban c6 sau gio hoc va to
mo muon biét thém nhiéu théng tin vé “anh Mosby”, rang ban bé ctia anh la
ai, nhitng nguwdi nao dé y dén anh dy, van van va van van. T6i noi doi,
dwong nhién roi, va néi vGi co rang anh dugce yéu mén va ton trong nhu thé
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nao ¢ Coalwood. T6i cam thay minh no Jake it nhat mot 10i tan dwong. Moi
chuyén nhv mot bai tdp tao mau nhan cach vay, that ngac nhién khi toi
nhan ra rang minh dang ghen ti.

Vao giai doan cudi cia nam hoc, dam hoc sinh 16p dwéi va t6i di qua
sanh vdi tam trang au lo. Ching t6i nghi ngai rang nhitng diéu tot dep dang
dan tr6i qua. Mot cudc hop cia BCMA dién ra trong phong toi trude khi
nam hoc két thic, c6 rat nhiéu thit dé ban thao. Bon t6i can tién dé mua bot
kém. Ngoai ra, chiing t6i van con ng 6ng Van Dyke tién tra cho may cai
dién thoai.

O’Dell nhom quanh nhw muén chac chan rang khong cé ai dang nghe
trom. Nhung trong phong chi cé bon toi va Chipper, Daisy Mae dang ngai
ngl. Thay vay, cdu bao ching t6i tum lai gan hon. “Ngoai kia cé rat nhiéu
sat vun ddy cac cdu a,” cau ay thi tham. “N6 qui nhv vang vay. Ching ta
chi viéc dao 1én ma tho6i.”

Cau ay tiép tuc giai thich. Sau khi dwong ray bi thao d& khoi Coalwood,
Cong ty Puong Sat N&W da bo lai doan dwong sat ¢ vung Big Branch
hoang da, cach Cape Coalwood 8km vé phia tdy. Nam duéi nhitng duwong
sat la hé thong thoat nwéc bang gang. “Chiing ta sé lam thé nay: dao nhitng
cai 6ng do lén, dap ching ra ti'ng doan nho roi ban cho nha thu mua phé
liéu. Lam nhw vay sé thu dwgc rat nhiéu tién va hoan toan hgp phéap!”
O’Dell qua quyét.

“Sao chung ta khong 1dy may cai duong ray?” Roy Lee hoi trong giong
diéu nghi ngo va to ra minh dang suy luan rat logic. “Lay may cai do dé

dang hon chi.”

“Néu ching ta ldy duong ray thi nha thu mua phé liéu sé nghi ngo va bao
véi cong ty dwong sat,” O’Dell tra 10i.
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“Co6 gi khac nhau nhi?” Sherman thdac mac. “Néu dao 6ng nuwéc la hop
phap thi sao lay duong sat lai pham luat?”

Suw nghi van cua Sherman va Roy Lee khong nam trong hanh tinh ctia
O’Dell. “Khong,” cau ay dap ngan gon nhw mot cau tra 10i.

Chung t6i mat ca thang dé chuan bi cho chuyén thdm hiém, nén dén cudi
thang 6 thi chu Red méi chg tdi, Sherman, O’Dell va Roy Lee trén thung
sau cua chiéc xe rac dén noi c6 dwong ray bi bé hoang. Quentin va Billy thi
ban di tham ho hang & ngoai 0 trong dip he. B6 ctia O’Dell bé ching t6i lai
cung ca dong dung cu hon hgp da loai gom Iéu bat, tii ngt, bép trai, bon
tii chita day do hop (hau hét 1a bo ham), vai 16c nwéc cé ga, vai bich banh
mi trang, hai thung banh trung thu 16n, nhiéu hép diém, xe ct kit, hai xéng,
hai chiéc bua ta, va mot cai cudc chim. Dung cu va xe cut kit dugc ching
toi muwgn ti nhiéu gia dinh khac nhau va gép nhitng khoan tién danh dum
nho nhoi dé mua thitc an. Pau tién ching t6i dyng 1éu trai trén mot bai dat
trong nhé, bang phang réi bat dau di do tim dwong 6ng nwdc. Sau cung
cling tim thay nd, nam cach cau go khoang 100 mét. Bon t6i nhin qua bo
bén kia, chd 6ng nuwdc 16i 1én. “Troi dat,” Roy Lee rén ri. “N6 nam sau dwdi
dat phai dén 3 mét ay!”

“Vay chit cau twdng gi?” O’Dell gang héi. “Cau nghi cong ty dwong sat
lai dé 6ng nwdc nam 16 16 trén mat dat chac?” No6i roi cau dy cam xéng
xuong vét duwong ray con dé lai, nhung xéng chi lin duwgc khodng 1cm.
“Dat cirng that,” cau dy thira nhan.

T6i cam cay cudc khac 1én thi bat chgt mot con ran hé mang tir bén duwdi
treon 1én. Toi nhdy dung 1én réi bo chay. “Lui lai mau,” O’Dell ho to. “Dé

day cho t6.”

Cau dy phat mot nhat xéng vé phia con ran nhwng hut khéi con bo sat dé
sg ay phai dén 15cm; bi mat thang bang O’Dell nga nhao xuéng bo dé. Toi
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chay dén mép dé tim cau nhung chi thidy 16p bun den cia dong song nam
sau bén dudi. T6i goi cau ay nhung khong cé tiéng tra 10i. Ca Roy Lee va
Sherman ngoi xudng vét dudng ray, 6m bung cuwdi. “Néu cau ay té gay co
thi sao?” t6i lo lang.

“Phai rdét tit d6 cao 30 mét thi may ra mdi lam cau ay bi thwong dwoc,”
Roy Lee noi, giong cuc ki nghiém tuc.

R6t cudc O’Dell cling bo 1én vét dwong ray, ca nguwdi wét siing nhung
khong bi thwong gi, va cad bon bat dau hi huc dao x6i. Chting t6i dao ca
ngay hom dé, hom sau r6i hom sau nita. Ngay nao trdi cting dé6 mwa, ca
bon cAn man dao, ngwdi 1dm lem bun dat. O chd cidm trai moi thit bi bam
moc va thitc an bat dau thoi rita.

T6i chang quan tam dén diéu d6. Sau moi ngay lam viéc, bon t6i xudng
song tam rira va ngbi quanh dong lra trai lang nghe am thanh vong ra tw
rirng ram - tiéng gié xao xac trén nhitng ngon cay, tiéng nai dang nhai tdo
top tép, tiéng gau tric lao xao dwdi bui cdy, va tiéng ct buon rau sau tham.
Sau nhiéu thang song trong lo au va ap luc, toi that vui mirng khi thoat khoéi
Coalwood va nhitng rac réi ¢ d6. Toi da khong nhan ra minh ¢6 don va kho
s& nhu thé nao cho dén tan khi t6i séng & viing hoang di Big Branch nay. O
day, khong c6 ai khac ngoai Roy Lee, Sherman va O’Dell, toi nhw dugc
lam mot dta tré hoan toan khac. Toi gat Coalwood va ca bé me ra khoi dau
dé cam nhan nhitng am thanh, khung cadnh va mui vi cta thién nhién ma
Chda ban tang xung quanh minh. Lan dau tién sau nhiéu thang, t6i that sy
cam nhan dwgc niém vui.

Khi man dém budng xuéng va dong song sao bat dau vat ngang bau troi
cao, bon toi trdi tdi ngu ra réi nam lén dé tro chuyén. Sau khi néi chan ché
vé dé tai phu nit thi bon t6i chuyén sang dé tai twong lai. Ca bon déu nhat
tri s& cung bay vao khong gian. Hgp Ching Qudéc Hoa Ky sé can nhitng
chang trai nhw chiing t6i dé lam nhitng nha thdm hiém, nhitng ngwdi phiéu
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lru. R6i sé c6 mot cudc phiéu lvu giong nhuw ching t6i dang lam & Big
Branch hién gio. Néu ching t6i nam day lau hon, c6 1€ sé dwgc diém phic
trong thay vé tinh - cia My hay Nga, ai biét dugc - bay ngang bau troi.
Nghi dén viéc dugc nhin thdy n6 van lam tim t6i dap nhanh hon.

Sau 5 ngay dao xd&i, rot cudc bon toi dugc twdng thwdng bang tiéng cudc
chim cham vao gang. Bén khi hoan tat viéc dao hét 16p dat bao pha dudng
ong, ca nhom trong giong nhw nhitng nguwdi bun ¢ Borneo dang dirng ton
sung mot di tich ¢6. Sherman cam bua ta 1én, gidang manh xuéng dwong ong
citng dau. Sau do dén lwot toi dap lién hoi tdi khi c6 vét nidt hién ra. Va réi
O’Dell cling thanh cong khi dap v& toang ra mot manh. Tat ca ching toi
cung nhau nhdy xu6éng hé va nang niu manh kim loai hinh tam giac vira
vang ra. Du gi cling mat ca tuan lé mégi dap ra dwgc mot manh bé ti nay ma.
Ca bon khong hé nadn long va manh mé 1én theo titng ngay, ki thuat dao bdi
cling dugc cai thién dang ké. Chu Red chd thém thitc an t6i. Hai tuan sau,
ching t6i da dao dwgc mot dong kho bau bang gang chat cao ngang vai
chiéc léu.

Dén 6ng nwdc thit mwdi, téi phién téi nhdy vao cai ho sau hoam dé dap
v0 no. Sau khi dung bua ta nén v& ra dwgc mot dong kim loai 16ém chém thi
toi tréo 1én. Trong ltic 16m com bo 1én, t6i bi trrgt va voi dwa tay ra sau tw
dd minh. Lic do6 tay t6i quet vao dong kim loai va cdm thdy mot canh sat
da cat ngang co tay.

Khong dén noi qua dau. Roy Lee bat dau cwdi, khong phai vi cti nga ctia
t0i cé gi budn cuwdi, ma do cdu ay da qua mét nén bi choang. T6i nhac tay ra
khoi dong gang roi nhin vao c6 tay minh dang nhuém mau dé tuwoi, sau dé
mot tia mau ban ra. T6i cwdi khi thdy mot dong mau tudn x6i xa. O’Dell
cling nhin thay va cudi theo,

Sherman ciing vay. “Nhin nay,” t6i cwoi khic khich va bo ra khéi ho, “té
dang chdy mau dén chét day.”
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Roy Lee ng6i xuéng, mdt doé lyng lén vi cwdi qua nhiéu. “DPung r6i,” cau
ay cuwoi nhu nac né. “Cau that sy chdy mau dén chét roi day!”

“Pé té xem nao!” O’Dell ndi, giong nghiém trang réi cam lay co tay t6i.
Co6 mot vét cat ngang dai 2,54cm va t6i c6 thé thdy mot hinh chir O nam 16
16 trén dong mach chd. Dot nhién té6i cdm thdy chong mat, ngoi xuéng va
do nguwdi nhin vao dong mau dé twoi dén khi bat dau cwoi lai, va tiép do ca
dam cung nhin nhau cwdi mét cach ngdc nghéch. “Ching ta phai lam cho
mau ngirng chdy ngay,” rét cudc O’Dell phan. Cau dy cdi do somi ra, rit
vao vét dit, roi xé mot manh lam ga-r6. Cau dy dung né roi budc trén vét
thwong 15cm roi xién mot cay que qua va xoan cho chat lai. “Ching ta phai
tim “Thay lang” thoi,” cau bao.

T6i khong con cuwoi duge nita. Mdc du ngay hé hom &y rat oi bitc nhung
toi lai cdm thdy that lanh. T6i buéng minh ngo6i xuéng dwong ray, tay 6m
dau, dau 6c quay cuong. “Té sé chd & day, cau di tim “Thay lang” di,” t6i
noéi, mat bong dung nang triu. “Chac té chgp mat mot lic.”

“Bon t6 ma di la sé hét ca ngay hom nay day,” O’Dell bdo va nhin do cao
clia mat trgi, “va troi sé sup toi. Pén ldc bon té quay lai thi...” Cau ay nhin
toi. “Sonny, thitc day di! Cau phai di theo bon t¢ thoi.”

T6i treegt khdi duwong ray, dam minh vao bun dat, nang thiéu doét trén mat.
“Khoéng, té khong di dau...”

Sherman va Roy Lee lai cudi, nhung O’Dell ngan bon ho lai. “Chuing ta
phai di tim “Thay lang” ngay, cac cdu a. Viéc nay nghiém trong roi day!”
Cau ay xoan cai ga-ro chat hon. “Chung ta phai lam nhanh 1én khéng thi

cau ay sé chét mat.”

“Chét?” t6i ngdc dau 1én. “Ai sé chét?”
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“Cau cht con ai nita, ngoc a!” O’Dell quat r6i x6c nach toi, co sttc kéo
toi ditng day. May dita kia ciling bat dau té ra nghiém tic va xum lai gitap
do. Toi twa vao Sherman va bon t6i tap ténh budc di doc theo duong ray.

Mat 6 tiéng dé di bo ra khdi d6. Bén Frog Level thi troi da nha nhem t6i.
T6i nam lan ra gitta duwong trong khi O’Dell chay di tim b6 ciu dy. Trong
lic nay, t6i 10 mo nhin thiy vé tinh va réi thém mot cai nita, hang loat vé
tinh vit ngang thién dwong, dé va hong va trang va xanh dwong va xanh 1a
cdy, va r6i ca bau troi bat dau xoay, ban dau cham cham, sau nhanh dan,
nhanh dan. Sherman va Roy Lee lan luwgt danh thitc t6i ddy, nhung lic
O’Dell quay lai thi tdi da bat tinh hoan toan. Chd Red bé t6i 1én dat trong
thung xe rac. Pén nha “Thay lang”, vg 6ng ra m@ ctra, ba bit mii vi mui
héi va bdo rang 6ng khong c6 nha, c6 1é dang & van phong. Va thiat may
chiing tdi tim thdy 6ng & dé. Ong ciing bit miii (thiing sau cia xe rac da
tang thém chat nhon va mui héi moc tr khu trai cia bon toi 1én tot dinh) va
dwa t6i vao phong kham. Ong dit t6i 1én ban, thdo ga-roé da w6t siing ra, roi
quan sat cham chti phan mau nhgt nhat it éi con s6t lai trong t6i va 1dy dung
cu khau. “Chau c6é muodn ta chich thuéc té khong?” 6ng hoi.

“Vang co, tha Bac si,” toi n6i trong trang thai chéch choang.

Ong nhun vai. “B6 chau lanh hét may miii khau lén trdn ma khong can
mot ti thuoc té nao ca.”

T6i dot nhién muon thtr thach véi 6ng. “Vay chau cling khong can.”

Ngay sau dé “Thay lang” dam kim vao da t6i. T6i dau qua, hét toang 1én.
“Lam té di. Lam té di.”

“Khong dwgc, dd qua mudn ro6i,” “Thay lang” bao. Ong vui vé khau
trong khi mo6 hoi dong thanh tirng hat to trén tran t6i. To6i quay cuong, gan
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nhr mudn ngat xiu moéi khi kim xuyén qua da thit. “T6t 1am, Sonny,” cudi
cung 6ng ciling 1én tiéng, thoi gian tréi qua nhw dai ca thé ky. “Xong hét roi.
Ngoi day di.”

T6i ngoi bat day roi ngdt xiu ngay sau dé. Toi thirc day trén chiéc givong
c6 chan song, Me dang nhin t6i, khan mui xoa bit chat tredc miii. “Sonny,
lay Chua, con lam me lo lang qua.”

“Chao Me.” t6i mim cuwoi yéu 6t.

“Thay lang” 16 mat vao. “May dita kia diu n6 ra day. Cai ga-r6 da that sy
gitt dwgc mang ndé day.” No6i r6i 6ng nhac tay toi 1én va quan sat miéng
bang xung quanh c6 tay. “Chau sé cé mdt vét seo 16n day, anh ban tré a, n6
sé luén nhac nhé& chau vé cudc phiéu lwu dac biét nay.”

“Chung t6i vé nha dwgc chwa Bac si?” Me héi.

“T6i hy vong la vay,” 6ng noéi. “May cai may xong hoi lic nao cling san
sang ca.”

Me diu t6i ra ngoai, may dita kia bat day trong phong chd. Tui né vay
quanh xe khi t6i budbng minh xuéng bang ghé. “bi thu lwvgm dong phé liéu
di,” toi thi thao.

Me bat t6i tam rita sach sé dwdi ham réi méi cho 1én nha. T6i nam trén
givong va nghe Bo vira trd vé tit khu mé. Ro6i ctra phong t6i m& toang ra.
B0 va Me cung di vao. “Con khong sao chi, cdu nho?”

That tuyét khi dugc nghe giong B6. “Con 6n 16i,” toi dap va nhin 1én bo
me minh. Nhin ho di*ng cting nhau, t6i cdm thdy that hanh phic va phai
that c6 gang dé nén lai nhitng giot nwdc mat. “Cho con xin 16i nhw moi
khi.”
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B6 noi, “Con chang viéc gi phdi...” nhung t6i da chim sau vao gidc ngu
trwdc khi 6ng kip néi hét cau. Gidc ngi hom ady mang nhitng méng mi day
mau sac xoay quanh, nhw thé t6i dang nam trong mot chiéc kinh van hoa
khong 16 dang quay tron. Mot lan t6i tinh day va ngac nhién thay Jim dang
ngoi trén ban trong phong va nhin t6i, t6 vé quan tam. T6i dang mo chang?

HoOm sau, trong khi t6i con ngu, may dita kia quay lai Big Branch va chat
dong phé liéu lén xe rac ché dén Nha thu mua phé liéu Chester Matney &
Welch; bé lai dong dung cu va chiéc xe cut kit. Chi Matney can can than -
hon 180kg! - r6i dém 25 dollar 50 xu trd cho ching t6i. Vay ma bon t6i da
dy toan rang sé dugc it nhat 1 dollar cho 0,5kg. Nhung chii Matney phan
bac va cho biét gia ca da tut xuong tram trong. Sau khi khau hao di tién
lwong thye, khong tinh chi phi cho dong dung cu bi mat va tdi nga bi héng,
ching t6i kiém duwgc 4 dollar. D6 1a trwede khi “Thay lang” gtti cho td6i mot
héa don ca nhan tri gia 5 dollar cho “may miii khau va tién céng.”

Nhung Jake da ding ra gitp d& ching t6i. Néu nhw bon t6i hita sé chui
rita va danh béng cho chiéc Corvette ctia anh su6t doi thi anh sé trd ng cho.
Ching t6i thoa thuan r6i trd ng cho 6ng Van Dyke, “Thay lang” va ca

nhitng ngwoi cho chung t6i mwon dung cu.

Chung toi cling mua dwgc 4,5kg bot kém.
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21. ZINCOSHINE

Auk XXII, A, B, C,va D

BAY GIO CHINH LA THOI BIEM cho nhitng buéc tién vuot bac. Vao
mua thu, Quentin va Billy cung trd vé, bon t6i tu hop trén Cape Coalwood
dé thir nghiém nhitng qua tén Itta kém lwu huynh dau tién. Nhitng nguoi thg
mady cling c6 mat, cung Cha Richard va it nhat la mét tram nguwdi dan
Coalwood. Cha xit vay t6i lai réi thdo mii xuéng. “Ta cau nguyén cho con
nhiéu lam, ta biét rang con can diéu do,” 6ng noi.

R6i ong ké t6i nghe vé gidc mo cia ong, trong d6 ong thay loai nguwoi dat
chan lén mat trang va toi la mot trong so6 ho. Khi tinh day, ong lat Kinh
Théanh ra va dan mat vao chic thw ctia Thanh Peter. “Theo loi hita ctia
Nguoi, mét ngay roi chiing ta sé tim thdy thién duong va hanh tinh mdi, noi
ma ta cé6 thé cw ngu mét cdch chinh ddang,” ong trich dan.

“Con cling hy vong nhu vay, thua cha,” toi dap, va ong to ve hai long.

Chtng t6i doc nguge dau qua tén Iva lai trén bé phong, dé6 hon hgp thude
né mau xam vao roi 1dy bia gé goé 1én phan than nham dam bao ching dugc
nén déu bén trong. Khi t6i vira chap ngoi no thi Auk XXII n6 tung ngay trén
bé phong thanh nhitng manh vun cam sau xuong dat va mot dam khoi mau
xanh trang boc 1én troi mu mit. Chung t6i da dam bado vé nhitng mat quan
trong cho chat n6 day mdi nay chwa nhi? T6i khong thé tin noi, chac chan
da c6 sai sot gi ¢ day roi.

bam dong luc tuc kéo lai gitip bon t6i xem xét nhitng manh v& vun ta toi
nhw 14 tra. “Chac Chaa troi khong mudn cho cai nay bay 1én r6i,” Cha
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Richard lam bam trong khi t0i ci 1at qua lat lai miéng kim loai 16m chém
trén tay minh, c0 tim ra nguyén nhan vu no vira roi.

Sau khi tat ca khan gia da lai xe bo di hét thi BCMA nhanh chéng to
chitc mot cudc hop khan. Nhung két ludn sau cung la hién tai ching to6i
chwa biét minh da lam gi v6i chat ndé day mdéi nay. Chang c6 mdt manh moi
nao ca. Moi viéc chi don gian la da xay ra nhv vay ma thoi.

Pém do vé nha, t6i that khdng vui va cdm thay bdi réi. Khi di ngang qua
bép, Me nhin t6i v6i anh mat cho biét ba dang c6 diéu gi mudn noi.
“Chuyén gi vay Me?” toi hoi ba.

“Cong ty dang rao ban nhitng can nha ¢ day,” ba dap.

VAO MUA THU NAM 1959, béo dai va tivi tran ngap tin tifc vé hda
tién cia My r6t cudc da thanh cong, gam ra phong lén troi. A-OK! Chiing
ta da bay lén thanh cong! Moi thit da hoat dong roéi! Ngon ngit cia ky suw
tén Itra da tré thanh mot phan tat yéu trong nhitng cudc tro chuyén thwong
nhat cua chung toi.

Vao thang 9 nam 1959, tdi doc tin thady NASA da phéng thit Mercury -
chiéc phi thuyén mo hinh cé gan tén Itta Big Joe. N6 chi la ca phéng 16p
khong hét mot vong qui dao va mdac du n6 trong khong nhung bao chi déu
néi rang do chinh la tién dé md ra cho chwong trinh ciia My nham dwa con
nguwoi 1én khong gian. To6i run lén vi sung swéng. T6i bat dau nghi vé
nhitng phi thuyén c6 thé mang ca gia dinh bay 1én - t&i mat trang, sao Héa
hay ca nhitng ngoi sao khac nita. Cling nhw Cha Richard da noi vé viéc tim
kiém thién dwong va hanh tinh méi. Lic nay, toi thwong cam thay rang mot
hanh tinh méi qua that la ké hoach tuyét voi cho twong lai ctia minh.
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Hau hét moi ngwoi trong Coalwood déu dang ban tam dén nhitng van dé
thure té hon trén trai dat nay. Chang nhitng cong ty quyét dinh rao ban tat ca
nha ctra, ma ca hé thong nuwéc va dwong ong thoat chat thai va nha tho cling
chiu chung s phan. Phai ching tién t&i s& dén lugt khu mé? Ong Van Dyke
cung B6 xudng phong hop cua Lién minh Coéng nhan, ngoi vao hoi nghi
ban tron dé thong bao cho nhitng vi lanh dao cta lién minh biét vé viéc rao
ban nay. T6i nghe 1én B6 thi tham v&i Me vé chi tiét cia budi hop do.
“Dubonnet thang thitng chat van tdi, rang lam sao moi ngudi c6 thé chi tra
cho viéc mua nha va nhitng th khac nita,” Bo noi.

“Vay ho sé ra sao?” Me ban khoan.

“Cong ty sé cho ho vay so tién do, gan nhw khong 1y 16i va dugc tra
cham trong 20 nam.”

“P6 van la so tién nam ngoai kha nang chi tra caa ho,” Me ly luan, “va
néu nhw ho mua can nha trong 20 nam, chang han ho muén nghi hwu va
chuyén di noi khac thi ai sé mua lai n6? Anh cé bao gio tinh tdm suy nghi
vi sao cong ty muon rao ban tat ca nha ctta khong? Vi ho nghi rang khu mé
nay khong con co 1gi trong twong lai nita. Em nghe moi nguwoi bao vay

»

day.

B6 giwvong con mat con lanh 1an nhin Me té vé ngd vuc. “Em da néi
chuyén vai ai vay?”

“Po la kién thire thong thwong théi ma.”

“Kién thttc thong thwong dé hoan toan sai r6i,” 6ng gam lén. “Cong ty
rao ban nha vi ho da nghe theo 16i mot tén chuyén gia tai chinh ngu ngéc
nao day, han bao ho rang ban nha sé cé lgi nhuan hon la git lai, bdo quan
r6i cho thué. Poi Truwdng Laird da hiéu vé viéc nay tr 30 nam trudc roi,
nhung 6ng ay khong quan tam dén hiéu qua kinh t&. Ong bao ring néu nhw
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cong nhan dugc song trong nha cua cong ty, ho sé cam thidy rang minh
thudc vé cong ty va sé trung thanh hon. Du sao di nita, Van Dyke ciing sé
1én Ohio dé cho ho biét rang d6 khong phdi la mot y kién hay ho gi. Ching
ta cling van muodn gitt nguyén hién trang cua Coalwood ma. Anh nghi 6ng
ay sé quay Vvé vdi tin titc tot lanh tho6i.”

“Oi, Homer 0i,” Me thé dai tuyét vong.

Mot tuan sau, Me cho t0i biét rang 6ng Van Dyke bi sa thai. Me doan
chinh vi 6ng dy dam chi trich viéc budn ban tai san, nhung ba khong that sy
chac chan vé diéu nay. Cho du vi ly do gi di nita thi cling da c6 mot tong
quan doc méi duge diéu xuéng Coalwood dé dam bao cho viéc mua ban
nha &, nha tho va nhitng hé thong thiét bi duwgc dién ra sudn sé. Bo lai rit
vao trong khu mo. Sanh hop cua Lién minh Cong nhan thi su6t ngay am 1
v6i tiéng la oan han. Trén duwong dén xwdng kim khi dién may, to6i nghe
vang vong tiéng ho: “BPinh céng, dinh coéng, dinh céng!”

ROT CUQC, t6i ciing két luan rdng hén hop kém-lwu huynh qué long
1éo, c6 1€ vi con nhiéu tii khi trong d6. Pay chinh 1a nguyén do lam cho
qua tén ltra vira r6i n6 tung lén nhu vay. Chuing t6i cling da tirng gap truong
hop nay véi thu6c sung den va sau dé la kali nitrat va dwong. Truéc do,
thuoc sung den dugc gidi quyét bang chat két dinh, réi dén kali nitrat va
dwong duge nung chdy cho ra thuéc no keo ngot. Khong thé nung kém va
lrvu huynh dugce, chac chan ching sé no tung tredc khi dwgc nung. Toi thir
dung dextroza cung nwdc dé xem ching c6 tao thanh chat két dinh dugc
khong; nhuwng ro6i hon hgp nay chi sui chit bot trong binh ndu nwdc néng.
T6i cling khong hiéu vi sao lai nhw vay. “Cé 1€ nwdc lam cho kém bi 6xy
ho6a,” Quentin bao.

“Néu nhu tron véi xang thi sao nhi?” O’Dell dé nghi.
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“Qua nguy hiém,” Quentin no6i. “Va té cling khong chac rang xang c6
phan &ng dugc voi kém khong nita.”

Chtng t6i tranh luan vé rat nhiéu loai chat long. Nap-ta-lin? Trong khu
mo c6 rat nhiéu dung moéi dwoc lam ra tir nhya than da nhwng tat ca déu qua
dé bay hoi. Dau diesel? Khong da bay hoi. Chat nita ran nhu paraffin? Qua
ban. Billy dé nghi dung rwgu va mat Quentin sang ruc 1én. “Pung ro6i!
Ruwgu rdt 6n dinh va cting béc hoi nhanh. That hoan hao!”

Chung t6i d6 don mat vé “trum xody vat” O’Dell va cau ay cuoi toe toét.
Chi c6 duy nhat mot noi & Coalwood ban regu 100% nguyén chat va 200%
bao dam la that ma thoi.

“CAU CO CHAC réang bon minh sé& khong bj Tag bat khong?” t6i lo ngai
héi vong 1én tir bang ghé sau xe ctia Roy Lee khi chiing t6i x6c ndy trén
doan duwong dat dan dén Snakeroot. Roy Lee, O’Dell va t6i dang thuc hién
mot phi vu ma lic dau nghe ra thi hay ho nhung bay gio t6i lai cam thay lo
lang.

“Tag chang bat dwgc gi dau,” Roy Lee vira néi vira bam chat tay 1ai, bé
qua bé lai dé tranh mdy cai 6 ga trén duong.

“Anh ay da bat qua tang cau va O’Dell trong cai chuong la r6i con gi.”

Roy Lee nhin vai. “Lan do6 1a khac. Bay gio la thoi khac truyén thong
trong dai. Thang nh6c nao trong thi trdn nay s6m mudn gi ciing tim dén
tiem cua John Eye thoi.”

Lic nay la t6i thi sdu nén Roy Lee phai vat va kiém cho dau xe. Mot

hang dai xe hoi n6i dudi nhau ngay dwong ranh tredc cung dién rugu lau
cta John Eye Blevin. T6i run rdy cam trong tay 4 dollar ma cd bon gom
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gop dugce, s6 nay co thé mua duwgc gan 4 lit rwgu tot tir John Eye. Bon toi
lén it cho dgi trong béng toi dén khi c6 mot cho trong la chen chan ngay
1én nhitng bac thang go, cat ngang dwgc dong khach con dai dang dac phia
sau. Mot co bé toc tét bim dang du dwa bén mai hién, mé& to mat nhin bon
t0i. “Cac anh con qua tré dé dugc mua regu lau ma,” co bé tuyén bo dong
dac.

“Em la cai qudi gi & day chi, canh sat bat rigu 1au chac?” Roy Lee hdi.
“Hong... hong.” Co bé lac dau. “Em chi sang sudt hon cac anh théi.”

Mot ga luc lwong dot ngdt chan ngang cira. “Mdy dita bay muon gi?”
Giong no6i nghe nhu tir day giéng sau vang vong lén. T6i chia tién ra. “Vao
day nao!”

Phong khach nho xiu chi c6 mot bd sofa cii nat va vai chiéc ghé banh va
do dac so sai xung quanh. Mot chiéc radio to kénh cii ki 1ap day géc phong,
trén d6 chém ché may quay dia ré tién. Thit am nhac dang phat ra tir d6 that
la lam vd@i t6i, hinh nhw mang hoi hwéng jazz thi phai. Mot tdam man bang
day go treo ling lang ngan cach vdi phong bép phia trén, noi cé 3 nguaoi
My Pen ng6i ¢ ban an. Ho dang choi bai va chang mang dén nhitng gi dang
dién ra trong phong khach. John Eye nhin bon t6i, long may nhiu lai nhw
dang phai dwa ra mét quyét dinh gi d6 kho khan lam. R6t cude 6ng ta chia
ban tay to 16n ra va lat ngira 1én. Téi dém du 4 dollar, 6ng ta gat dau roi khé
lach ngwoi qua tdm man day go. To6i biét ro huyén thoai vé John Eye - rang
thanh da noi nhém cta 6ng lam viéc da sap xudng nhu thé nao, va 6ng
hitng chiu moi thi¥ trén doi vai to 16n ra sao dé cho nhitng nguwdi khac thoat
ra. Sau khi tran ham dwoc dao 1én thi mot manh sat da cat ditt ban chan cua
ong ngang phan mat ca. D6 chinh la ly do ma céng ty - chinh xac hon la Bo
toi - nham mat lam ngo cho 6ng kinh doanh nhitng thit nay sau nha éng
nhv vay.
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John Eye bwdc ra, trong tay la bon chai thiy tinh dwng tht nwéc trong
sudt. Roy Lee cam mot chai dwa ra anh sang vé thanh thao. “Khong pha
nwdc trong nay chi a?”

“Tao khong giam bét lwgng ruegu dau!” John Eye gam 1én. “N6 hoan
toan tinh khiét va nguyén chat ddy. Mudn uong thtt mot ngum khong?”

Roy Lee hon ho. “Vang!”

“T¢ nghi chiing ta khong nén,” t6i n6i nhanh. “N6 dau phai dé udéng ma
dung cho muc dich khoa hoc.” T6i do du, vi t6i khong c6 tinh thi nhan
diéu nay.

John Eye thu mdy cai chai lai. “Chiing may ndi vay la sao? Bon may
khong dinh uéng rugu cua ta a? Day la thit regu ngon nhat toan tinh day!
That ngu ngoc khi khong thudng thiec né!”

“A, cau dy chi dua théi, John Eye a,” Roy Lee néi va 16i toi ra goc
phong. “May ngudi ¢ day déu c6 dao day,” cau dy thi tham. “Phai té ra lich
s néu khong ho sé cat c6 minh ddy. Va lai bon minh ciling phéi bdo dam
mdy thi¢ nay thye sy tinh chat ma, phai khong?”

“Xem nao...”

“Cau chua tirng uéng rugu bao gio phai khong?”

“Khong han.”

Roy Lee nhay mat véi toi. “Cau twédng Wernher von Braun khong uéng

rwvgu ¢ Cape Canaveral a? T¢ dam ca rang ho déu uong trwdc va sau khi
phong tén Itta, va ca theo dudi phu nit nita.”
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T6i khong thé phan bac lai ly ludn cta cau ay nén danh gat dau tan
thanh. “A-OK, John Eye!” Roy Lee noi vGi ong ta.

Ong chi nhdy mit va bién vao bép. T6i nghe tiéng ti kéo ket mé va
tiéng ly tach dugc 1ay ra, va vao nhau lach cach. May ngudi ngoéi ¢ ban an
nhin va cwoi vang. John Eye dem ra mét khay dung ba chiéc ly nho chita
day rwou. Ong dwa ra va bon toi kinh can dén 1ay. Roy Lee nang ly 1én.
“Hay ubéng vi Wernher von Braun!” Cau ay dat chiéc ly xuong, liém mép,
mat tron xoe va thot 1én: “Quy than oi, ngon qua di!”

O’Dell ram rap lam theo roi dwa tay lén quet miéng, nwdc mat trao
xuong ma. “Ngon!” cau ay hét 1én, nhung chi c6 mot am thanh nhé méo mé
dwoc thot ra.

Moi nguoi quay sang nhin toi. Du sao thi cling vi Wernher von Braun
ma. T6i nu6t chitng ngum ruwgu, tham chi khong dé n6 dinh vao 1uGi. Ruwgu
tréi tudt xudng da day toi, phirng phirng boc chay. To6i xém ti nita la gap ca
nguoi lai khi cdm nhan n6 ryc chay suot tr miéng xudng rudt. Toi cd gang
thd nhung khong thé. Roy Lee vo vao lung toi. “Thdy no thé nao nhoc? Co
phai la nguyen lieu ten ltva khong hay la thir gi khac?”

“Tat ca... hé thong... hoat dong!” rét cudce toi cling kho khé thét dwgc nén

2

101.

“Mubn lam mét ly nita khong?” John Eye cuwdi nhan nhd, may chiéc rang
vang loe sang.

Bon toi nhin nhau va cung dwa ly ra. “Vi Werrer va Brah!” chung toi

dong thanh réng lén, O’Dell va to6i ng6i phich xuéng. Bay gid thi t6i da
hiéu vi sao may cai ghé trong phong khach ctia John Eye déu gay hét ca.
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Mot ldc sau, cd bon cung nhau hat bai “Po6i viét quat” khi Roy Lee
chuénh choang lai xe trén con dwong dat cua Snakeroot. Tag chan xe lai khi
ching t6i leo 1én dong nhya trdi dwong gan nha thd. Anh dva tay xua mui
rvgu nong ndc boc ra tit trong xe khi Roy Lee quay ctra kinh xuéng. “Chao
Roy Lee, O’Dell, Sonny. May em dang lam gi vay?”

Mot gio 30 phat sau, t6i ngoi trong bép, doi dién vGi Me, ngudi toi lac
lw, nu cwdi bénh hoan chyc chd trén mat. “Con say roi a?” ba hoi, to vé
khong thé tin néi.

T6i chang biét minh cé say hay khong, nhung chac chan la bénh roi.
Trudc do téi da cung O’Dell guc dau xudng ranh nuwdc ca gio dong ho. Tag
dwa tirng dta trong bon t6i vé dén tan nha. Tritng phat, nhan dinh ding hay
sai dwgc nhwong lai cho gia dinh phan xét. Me Roy Lee xdn dén xach tai
cau ay roi 16i vao nha. Chu Red bwéc ra tiv hang hién, nghe xong cau
chuyén bén chi tay ra hiéu cho O’Dell di thang vé can choi ¢ san sau. Hinh
anh cudi cung t6i nhin thay la cau ay that théu guc dau di men theo con
duwong, ong bo ke ke theo sau.

Trong khi Me lom lom soi t6i ti* dau dén chan thi t6i van om khuw khw
bon chai reegu 1au qui bau ctia minh. Tag da cho phép chiing t6i gitt lai sau
khi nghe muc dich that sy cia né. That dang ngac nhién khi anh ay lai that
su tin twdng bon téi. “Quy than oi, may di¥a nhéc nay,” anh hét toang lén.
“Sao cac em khong noi, anh sé mua ho cho!”

T6i chwa qua say hay bénh dén nbi quén ninh not Me. “Me o1, con that
tinh, that sw, thdt long xin 16i!”

Ba cudi to. “Lan nay thi khac, cau nhoc quai dan cuda t6i 0i. Con khong
thé rita chén, don phong, ndu cat hay lam bat c thit gi dé chudc 16i nay
dau. Bay gio thi dem may cai lo nwéc Itra ctia John Eye xudng tang ham di
- 3, me biét mdy thit nay danh cho viéc ché tao tén lira r6i - cat ching véi
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may cai thit quy quai con dang c6 duwéi do, ching c6 thé lam nd tan tanh ca
can nha nay 1én dy. Sau dé thi 1én lau, tam rita, danh rang, tay hét mui regu
ra khoi nguoi va di ngu di.”

“Chi vy thoi ha Me?”

“Chi c6 vay thoi, cho dén khi me nghi ra cai gi d6 dé trirng phat con dich
dang,” ba noi, giong diéu co6 vé thich thu.

“Nhung con phai qua dugc con nay da!” toi gao 1én.

“Um, khé chiu 1dm phai khong? Bay gid thi bién di cho khuat mét me.
Me chang thé nao chiu n6i may tén say xin.”

“Me...” toi rén ri. “Danh con hay bat con lam cai gi di!”
Ba lac dau va nhoén miéng cuwoi. “Khong.”

T6i quy sup go6i va nga dau lén dui ba. “Con xin 16i,” t6i théu thao vao
nép gap cua chiéc do ngu cta ba. “Con xin 16i. Con xin 16i. Con xin 16i.”

Me xo0a dau tbi triu mén. “Sonny, me chang tritng phat gi con dau,” ba
nho nhe noi. To6i nhin 1én, moi khé nd nu cwoi. Ba nhan ra ngay vé mat toi.
“Thang con hw dén cia me a. Bang 1€ me sé danh con mot tran bang roi
may. Nhung néu con hita véi me rang khéng bao gio uéng céi thit dé nira
thi me sé bo qua. Bay gio thi dem né xudng tang ham va lam theo 16i me
dan di.”

To6i guwong dirng thang day, gat dau, roi di xuéng ham véi may chai ruegu
l1au. Khi B6 vé nha, 6ng nhan ra ngay trong may cai chai duwng gi. Sau khi
vira “Om ap” cai lavab0d lan nita, t6i di ra va nhin thdy ong trong bép.
“Elsie, em c6 biét -”
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“Co, Homer.”
“Em dinh cho n6 ca qua 6 liu dé uéng rwvgu martini vao lan sau luén a?”
“Pé xem.”

Cau phuc cho Me, t6i nghi, va toi phong voi vao toilet. Mac du dang chui
dau vao trong bon cau, t6i van nghe thay ca hai cwoi vang. Rat 1au roi toi
md&i nghe ho cwdi 1au va sdng khodai dén vay. Udc gi t6i co thé dugc cung
cuwoi voi ho.

ONG TONG QUAN BOC TAM THOI tén la Fuller dugc phai xudng tir
cong ty thép & Youngstown. Ong 4y ndi lién thodng nhu sting lién thanh va
cling cha lich thiép chut nao. Ong khong don vao phdo dai trén doi ma lai &
tro tai Club House, t6 10 hon vai tro tam thdi cia minh. Mot ngay, 6ng triéu
tap cha Dubonnet va nhitng lanh dao cta Lien minh Cong nhan lai, noi
rang sé c6 nhitng diéu khoan cong bang duwgc dat ra nhung viéc mua ban
phai duwgc tién hanh ngay titc khac, néu ai khong thich thi 6ng ay sé phai
truc xudt ho khdi day. Fuller thach thitc UMWA veé viéc dinh cong va gat
phat nhitng théa thuan cudi cung ctia Lién minh Céng nhan. “Chang viéc gi
ma chung t6i phai cho cac ngwdi nha ¢, dién nwdc hay bat ci thit gi khac
ca. Tén nao c6 y kién ngugc lai thi qua la cue ki ngé ngan.”

Chua Dubonnet phai nhin nhwong va viéc mua ban dwgc tién hanh.
Nhitng hé thong nwdc va chat thai ngoai Bluefield bi khoa lai, va mot thang
sau thi moi ngwoi & Coalwood bat dau nhan héa don cho nhitng thit ma
trdc day ho nghiém nhién coi d6 1a mién phi. Bang hiéu NHA BAN ciing
moc len tredc cta nha tho. Toi nghe moi nguwdi ban tan v@i nhau trede cira
Big Store rang ho cam thay nhw cong ty muon dudi ca Chua trdi ra khéi thi
tran nay thi phai.
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Cha Richard va gido doan cua 6ng da danh dum du tién mua lai nha tho
va citu dugce nd. Con Cha Lanier thi bi mat viéc khi hoi Giam Ly tich thu
lai nha tho ctia 6ng. Mdc du Cha xtr cting thudc hoi Giam Ly nhung ong lai
nhan lwong tir cong ty nén gido hoi cho rang 6ng da suy doi va chang mudn
dén nhan. Nguoi dan 6ng toi nghiép ay phdi cudn goi ra di, Me bdo hinh
nhu 6ng dy dén California. Sau nay toi nghe 6ng noéi lam viéc ¢ dai phat
thanh trén do6. Trong khi hoi Gidam Ly tim nguwdi xung phong dén phuc vu
tai cdc vung hoang da cia mién Tay Virginia thi lan dau tién trong doi, Nha
thd Cong Dong ctia Coalwood bi khéda cita.

Khi moi viéc tr& nén toi té hon. Ong Fuller cho sa thai rat nhiéu nhan
vién va rat nhiéu ngwoi bi nhan thw thoi viéc. Cha Dubonnet t6 chitc mot
cudc hop khan tai sanh 16n ctia hoi lién minh va md&i céng ty dén giai thich
10 s viéc, nhung 6ng Fuller da khong xuat hién. T6i nghe B6 bao vGi Me
rang cong ty ciing ra l1énh cho 6ng khong dwoc tham gia. Chti Dubonnet lai
dén nha t6i 1an nita. B6 mai chu dy vao nha va cudc cdi va dién ra am 1, kéo
dai dai dang. T6i ¢ dwdi ham ma nghe ho quét thado nhau gan ca tiéng dong
ho6, chang ai chiu nhuwong ai mot 10i. Rot cudc téi nghe Me bwdc vao can
thiép va yéu cau ca hai ra khéi nha. “T6i khong thé chap nhan cac anh 16n
tiéng trong nha nay dwgc nita, Homer, John,” ba bao. Ho ra khéi nha va van
tiép tuc to tiéng, di vé dau thi to6i mu tit.

T6i tiép tuc nghién ctu may qua tén Itta ctia minh. T6i tron regu vao hon
hop kém lwu huynh va cho ra mot hgp chat mau xam dac nhw dat sét. T6i
nhét ching vao 16i cudn gidy vé sinh réi 0 n6 trong 16 nau nwdc néng cho
dén cudi tuan sau. Khi may dia kia c6 madt, to6i quang cai ong dé vao lira,
trong khi ctra 16 van khép ho, va né n6 tung kém theo mét tiéng vuuuuutiut
6 to! Toc do cua ci n6 manh dén nodi lam bat tung nap 1o, théi bay ong
khoi 10 va roi khoéi xo6c 1én san lua theo ca bon va li ché. Sv viéc con tré
nén tram trong hon, khi t6i tré vao bép thi khéi cling da boc 1én mu mit.
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T6i hot hoang chay khap nha, mé toang hét moi ctra s6. May dita kia cling
theo t0i vao trong roi dung tap chi va khan quat cho khéi bay ra ngoai.

Ca B6 va Me déu khong & nha. Gio nay B6 van con dang & khu mé, con
Me thi dang di mua sam & Welch. Mdy ngudi dang loanh quanh & tram
nhién liéu phong qua hang rao chay vao, ho doan chac rang nha dang boc
chay. Co6 ai d6 dang hét toang 1én rang anh ta da thong bao cho doi citu hda
& Welch r6i. “Goi lai néi ho dirng dén!” t6i van nai. “Khéng chay dau! Moi
viéc 6n roi!”

T6i nghe tiéng bwdc chan giam thinh thich tir hién sau nha va roi Tag
xuat hién cung mot nguwoi dan ong thap dam, c6 dang vé ctia mot thung
thudc sing di dong. Toi chwa gap 6ng ta lan nao song cling biét ngay day la
ai. “Chuyén quai quy gi dang xay ra & day thé nay?” Ong Fuller hoi ging,
diéu xi ga nghién chat gitta ké rang.

“A, chi 1a mdy cau bé hoa tién thdi,” Tag vira noéi vira nhin ring cudi.
“Cac chi may khong lam chay hét may chai regu lau day chii?”

“Rugu 1au?” Ong Fuller ddo diéu xi ga qua phia bén kia mép, anh mét
hiém doc hwdng vé phia t6i.

Trong khi may dita kia van ra sitc xua khoi ra khoi nha thi t6i giai thich
ngan gon cho 6ng tdng quan doc mai vé viéc ché tao tén lira ciia bon t6i va
may chai rou ndy duwoc ding vao muc dich gi. Ong c4u kinh héi, “Tui bay
cho phong may qua tén lira nay ¢ dau?”

“MO0t noi rat xa ngoai thi trdn a,” tdi cam doan vdi 6ng. “Rat rat xa a.”

“C6 thugc dia phan cua cong ty khong?”
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“Chi mot ti thoi a,” toi ngwong ngung dap. Sy bat dong tinh thé hién rd
trén nét mat cau co cua ong.

Ong Fuller quay gét bé di, anh canh sat 180 déo theo sau. Lic Me vé, ba
khit mii khi nhan thdy mui lwu huynh, réi di xudéng tang ham, ditng nhin
cai 10 nau nwdc néng bi héng. Quentin va téi xuéng theo dirng canh ba, cho
doi con gian di khoé tranh khoi bung 1én. Vai Me rung lén - toi nghi ba dang
khoc - nhung khong, that sy la dang cwoi mai la chi. Ba choang tay om
ngang hong t6i va Quentin. “M4y con that sy la anh sang cta doi me,” ba
bdo. “Me chd ngay téng khit cdi 10 than cii rich nay ti 1au lam r6i. Lan nay
Homer sé phai mua cho me mot cai 10 dién mgi. Va sau nay thi nwéc nong
sé luon san sang moi khi me mé& voi. Giong y nhv gia dinh nha Rockefeller
vay!”

Quentin sitng nguwdi bén civa nhin Me buéc di roi thi tham véi t6i. “Cau
c6 mot ba me tuyét voi nhat thé gigi day!”

T6i ngodnh mat lai bdo, “Me t@ ludn cé cach hanh xi rat riéng”. To6i
mong rang khi B6 vé va phat hién ra s viéc thi ba sé xi sy nhw vay gitp
chung t0i virgt qua chuyén nay.

Mac du tdi chac chan rang 6ng Fuller da ké lai hét cho B6 nghe vé lan thi
nghiém that bai nay nhuwng 6ng chang cé y kién gi cd. Ngay hom sau,
Junior tr Big Store chd t6i mot chiéc binh ndu nwdc néng chay dién. N6
vang rén reo vui trong khi t6i dang nho6i thudc n6é vao Auk XXII-A trén nap
mady giat. Lan nay t6i quyét dinh nhoi thuoc n6 day vao theo tirng dot, moi
lan chi vai centimet thoi. T6i dung can choi dé nhoi hon hgp kém-lwu
huynh va rugu 1au - t6i dat tén la zincoshine - vao trong than hda tién. Sau
moi dgt nhoi, t6i hwdng phan md cia than 6ng vé phia quat dé hong cho
kho. Bgi dua 3 gio dong ho, tdi mdi tiép tuc nhoi dot tiép theo. Cach nay ton
nhiéu thoi gian nhung cling chi mét tudn sau thi qua tén lita méi da san
sang. Chung toi dan ap phich len nhitng noi quen thugc va Basil gitup quang
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cao thém trén t& bao cta anh. Tuan sau dé da cé hon 200 nguwdi dén theo
doi budi phéng tén Itra ti€p theo. C6 nhiéu 16i cham biém rang, mot la
chuing t6i sé c6 budi phong tén liva tuyét voi, néu khong thi sé lam no tung
ca Coalwood nhu da tng lam v@i 10 dun nwdc nong cua Me Elsie. Nhung
du sao di nita ciing sé c6 mot tiét muc hoanh trang cho ma xem.

Auk XXII-A khong lam moi ngwoi that vong. N6 dién cuéng phat ra dong
lyc manh mé tw bé phong, vut 1én khoi cay dinh vi va xé toang thung liing
bang am thanh to nhw sdm n6. BPam dong lui hét ca lai, va dong loat thot 1én
ahhh khi tén Itra bién mat sau vét khéi trang dai tit tap. Quentin lan ra khéi
16 6t r6i rit may kinh vi, gio 1én troi. “N6 dau roi?” cau gao lén. “TéG
khong thay né dau ca.”

Chang c6 ai trong bon t6i c6 thé nhin thady né cad. N6 da bay ra khoi tam
nhin, dud6i khéi dot ngdt tan bién. Mot ldc sau, toi bat chot lo ngai viéc né
sé roi xuong dau va nhin vé phia khan gid ctia minh. “Tat ca vao trong xe
mau!” t6i vay tay va hét 1én bao ho. Mgt s6 ngudi con vay lai.

“Tinh gio!” Quentin hét 1én.

“Pé td dém!” Sherman dap ro6i nhin xuéng chi€c dong hé da muwon cua ai
do.

Toi tiép tuc kién tri ngwéc 1én troi dé tim dau vét cia qua tén ltta mac du
biét rang viéc nhin thdy né dau tién v6i cap mat bi can thi cia minh la
khong thé. bam dong ding bén kia duwong nhu cling dang doi theo vét tich
cua n6 nhw bon t6i. T6i bat dau 1am tdm mo hoi. N6 & dau r6i? Rot cudc,
Billy phat hién ra né trudc tién. Roi toi nghe thay tiéng né rit khi dang lao
xuong. Cam gidc nhw n6 dang roi thang xudng dau bon t6i. Ca dam quyét
dinh ndp vao 16 cot. Co tiéng cay gdy dang sau, va roi tdi nghe tiéng Pam!
ddc trung cua thép va vao nén dat nui.
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“Ba muoi tam giay!” Sherman béo.
Roy Lee nhin Sherman thac mac: “Biét thoi gian dé lam gi?”

Sherman gidi thich cach tinh todn mdi ctia bon téi cho Roy Lee hiéu.
Quentin, toi va Quentin da thao luan v6i nhau sau khi dugce co Riley day
cho mot it dinh luat Newton. Mot vat roi xuong mat dat co gia toc 98m/s.
Cong thirc dé tinh ra quang duong né da roi la S = 2 at?, hay 16 lan binh
phuong cta thoi gian roi. Néu nhw cho rang thoi gian dé tén Itta dat téi do
cao t6i da ngang bang v@i thoi gian no6 roi xudng - mot gia thuyét kha ding,
vi zincoshine chay qua nhanh nén ngay tw lic tén Itta roi khoi bé phong thi
né da bay nhw khong cé trong lwc - roi chia d6i thoi gian nay ra, binh
phuong 1én, va nhan véi 16 thi sé cho ra do cao gan ding ma n6 da dat t6i.
Mot ntra cua 38 la 19, binh phwong 1én la 361, va nhan véi 16 la... “Mot
nghin bdy tram sau muwoi mét!” Sherman hén hé tuyén bo.

Chtng t6i dd thanh cong! Chiing t6i da vuot qua dugc mic 1 ddm! Billy
16i qua con su6i dén cho qua tén Itra ro6i nang cao no lén khoi dau. BDam
dong ho reo bén dwong trong khi ching to6i nhdy nhét cuong loan. “Mot
dam! Mot ddm! Chung ta da bay dvgc mot dam!”

“Chung ta sé bay vao khong gian,” Quentin ndi khi ching t6i dirng lai dé
tha. “Chung ta thue sy sé lam dugc.”

“Té that sy mudn néi cho cac cau vé diéu nay,” t6i goi moi ngwoi lai
gan. “ Té da doc sach va ho néi rang lén dugc dén 38 dam la ching ta co
thé bat dau bay vao khong gian. T¢ nghi rang bon minh sé lam dwoc.”

Vao gidy phut dy, moi ngwoi déu dong loat tin twéng vao y niém do, ké

ca Roy Lee. “Hay cung nhau thyc hién nao!” cu ay ngtra co hét toang lén
troi cao.
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“That phi thwong!” Quentin ho theo. “Chiing ta chac chan sé dugc 1én
bia bao Life!”

Sau khi binh tinh lai chut it, bon t6i don dep quanh 16 c6t va vac qua tén
Itra cing dung cu khéac ra xe cia Roy Lee. T6i nhin thdy chiéc xe tai cu6i
cung cua nguwoi xem lan banh. Thi ra la xe tai cua cong ty va ngac nhién
hon nita, ngwoi lai lai 1a ong Fuller.

Chiéc 6ng bac ldp ldnh buing lén, kéo theo ngon Iira ruc chdy va cét khoi
nghi ngtit, cudi trén ngon gio va vt thang vao khéng trung. Mot théng diép
cua nhitng cdu bé cua Big Creek, ho dd dung tri 6c chit khong phdi co bdp;
va ho nghién cttu voi lira cua Apollo chir khong phai ct lan minh hung huc
vGi béng bau duc. Oi, héa tién siéu toc, tiéng gam vang dbi nhu sdm ctia mi
tran khdp thung liing, lam thét tim biét bao chti nai va nhitng nguoi leo ntii.
Bay cao bao nhiéu nhi? Ca dam dong hoan hi héi. N6 con bay cao hon bao
nhiéu nita? Mdy chii bé ua ra tir trong 16 cot va chay xubng bdi dat noi
phong tén lira, gwrong mdt ctua nhitng nha khoa hoc tré dy rang ngoi niém
vui. Oi, Nhitng Cdu Bé Héa Tién, vang hdo quang ctua quad tén lira dnh lén
bau troi thdt tuyét voi. Mot ddm, mét ddm, ho reo vang. Chuing ta da bay
cao dwoc mot ddm roi!

McDowell County Banner, Thang 10 nam 1959

Buéc tiép theo, bon t6i phai 4p dung dwgc nhitng céng thitc trong sach
cho miéng tén lira. Nhung con thiéu mot con s6 quan trong - xung luc chinh
xac cda zincoshine. Theo dinh nghia trong sach, xung Iyc la lyc day ma tén
Itra sinh ra khi dot hét 0,54kg nhién liéu trong mét gidy. D€ lam duwgc phép
tinh nay thi bon t6i phai tim dwgc cach c6 dinh tén liva lai trong khi do dac
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lyc day phat sinh. O’Dell n6i chuyén vé6i chi Fields, ngudi ban thit & Big
Store, dé muwon cai can - loai treo 1én tran nha dung dé can swon bo - va hira
rang sé tra lai nguyén ven khong tray xuwdc.

Tai Cape Coalwood, bon t6i kep chiéc can vao bén dudi tam go dai dugc
gac trén gian cwa. Sau dé bon toi chay day tir chiéc mo6c cia cai can dén
phan dudi cua qua tén lra dang duwoc dat trong mot chiéc 6ng to hon mot
chut, va chiéc 6ng sau doé cling dugc kep vao tam go bang mot dai sat cach
diéu. Y kién ctia Quentin trong trdng hop ndy 1a qua tén lira khi chdm
ngoi sé di chuyén xuéng phia dudi cai 6ng va bi niu lai bdi sgi cap noi vao
chiéc coc cam thang duwéi dat. Chung toi sé quan sat khoang cach day gian
ra bang 6ng nhom xem do 16n cia lwc day dugc tao ra roi dem sé do chia
cho khoéi lwgng chat n6 day da chay va thoi gian thi nghiém dién ra. Két
qua sé 1a so do xung lwc chinh xac.

Chung t6i c6 y twdng tot nhung két qua that toi té va tinh canh xdy ra
hoan toan nam ngoai sttc twdng twgng cia BCMA. Khi cham ngoi qua tén
Itta Auk XXI-B, no6 xit ra day khoi Itta va phéng xudng doc theo chiéc 6ng,
giat tung tam van go ra khoi gian cwa, cam xu6ng dat, bat nay l1én r6i ngam
ngay huéng bon tdi phéng ti. N6 rit 1én dit doi bén trén 16 cot, cai can
cung chiéc coc cua né phéng theo sgi cap, dap vao tang da ¢ dudi song roi
bay vao rirng cdy, va tring t6 ong bap cay. May con ong bap cay rd rang
chang dé gi bo qua, va rugt ching t6i 1én ndi qua bén kia bai than cam. Bon
toi ndp ¢ do va nhin chiing lung suc khap noi nhw con 16c xody. Khi hoang
hén dan budng xuéng thi ching méi chiu gidi tdn. Sau d6 ching t6i quay vé
va tim thay chiéc can da vo tan tanh. BCMA mat bon budi chiéu Chu nhat
lau chui ctra hang thit dé boi thwong. Lic d6 ong Fuller ra khoi van phong
dén nhin chuing t6i lam viéc, chi nhin ma chang noéi gi, toi thira biét la 6ng
da nghe néi vé nhitng gi da xay ra.

Lan thit nghiém tiép theo 1a mét dang bién thé cia lan truwdc va st dung
chiéc can trong phong tam ctia Me. T6i rat tin twdng la sé tra né vé cho cii
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nguyén ven vi lan nay bon t6i st dung mat thiét ké tot hon (ma toi la ngwoi
nghi ra). Bon t6i dung vai thanh sat nhat ¢ sau xwéng kim khi dién may va
ché tao ra mot vat giong nhu la gian khoan dau thu nho, dat né 1én chiéc
can lam thanh chén cho céi 6ng dung hda tién. Ching t6i con dé mét chiéc
gurong & trén “gian khoan” dé c6 thé doc dugce chi s6 cua chiéc can qua ong
nhom. Sau d6 bon t6i chong ngugc dau Auk XXII-C xudng dat roi cham
ngoi. Bi chiéc can va bé phong chan lai nén n6 chi c6 thé day. T6i biét la n6
sé hoat dong dugc va thyc té da chitng minh thanh qua cta t6i. Trong vai
gidy dau, chung t6i doc dugc chi s6 trén chiéc can. Nhung khong may sau
dé, Auk XXII-C bién thanh mot chiéc bda khoan. N6 bat 1én bat xudng
trong ong, tdn cong chiéc can lién hoi ky tran. Chiéc can chiu dugc vai ca
dap dau tién nhung mot tiéng rdc vang lén va né vo bung ra. Khi chat n6
day xi xéo chay hét thi chiéc can trong phong tam ctia Me ciing tan thanh
ti'ng manh roi vai trén bé phong.

T6i cd gang gan lai cAc manh vun vGi nhau, c6 gang dat hét chiing vao
trong va day nap lai cho nhin giong giong hinh dang ban dau. R6i t6i dem
no vé cho cfi, tham mong Me sé khong dé y. Trong khi tiéng xa nwdc trong
phong tam con chwa dit thi Me da dap tung ctra phong toi va tuyén bo.
“Me mudn cé cai can mdi trong vong mot ngay.”

O’Dell dem lai mdt chiéc can mdi dé trong phong tam cho Me. Toi
khong biét cau dy tim thdy n6é ¢ dau va ciing khong tién héi ma chi dat né
vao phong tam roi trd ra.

Chung t6i da dem lai rac r6i cho minh - chang c6 gi la - nhung cling da

c6 duogc nhitng s6 do xung lwc mdéi sang choéi cho zincoshine. Bay gid moi
thit gan nhw da tré thanh c6 thé.

AUK XXII-D 1a chiéc cu6i cung trong dong tén Itta c6 khoét loe miéng.
T6i yéu cau may nguoi thg may thwe hién mot thay doi nhé cho Auk XXII-
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D la thu nhé kich thwéc bo thang bang lai. T6i dé y thdy qua tén ltra keo
ngot ngay tredc da lac lv khi bay qua nti va bi cudn vao luéng gio6 khi qua
dinh. T6i nghi rang b6 thang bang nhoé hon thi sé tranh dugc tinh trang nay
va tén Ira sé bay chinh xac hon. Chi c6 mot diéu t6i khong biét la O’Dell
cung Sherman, c6 nhiém vu dat tén Ivra 1én bé phéng, cling dé y dén sy anh
hwéng cua gio. Cac cdu a4y mudn tao sy can bang nén dé nghiéng mot goc
nho vé phia ngwgc huéng gié. Ngay phong Auk XXII-Dlai cé gi6 to. Gio rit
ngang qua bai than cam. T6i quan sat may, chiing dang cung nhau troi vé
phia tay ra khoi Coalwood.

Dé tao su can bang, O’Dell va Sherman nghiéng cay dinh vi mot géc 16n
hon binh thuwong vé phia nguwgc huwéng gié. Toi dang ban 6n dinh moi viéc
trong 16 cot nén khong dé y viéc cac cau ay vira lam. T6i di day ngoi no,
xem Quentin va Billy da chuan bi may kinh vi chwa, kiém tra vGi Roy Lee
dé dam bao bd diéu khién mdi dep ma c6 hoat dong khong, va ro6i tap hop
tat ca vao trong.

Nhiéu 10i don sau lan phong tén Iiva vira r6i rang qua tén Ira to 16n mai
cta ching t6i sé rat nguy hiém cho ngudi xem. Nhung diéu nay khong lam
ho so hai, chi c6 diéu to6i thady mot vai ngwoi cling dem theo mi bdo ho lao
dong. Roy Lee givong c¢ BCMA 1én c6t. D6 1a tin hiéu cudi cung. To6i
nhin 14 cd, 1ong lo ngai. N6 dang bay phan phat trong gio - phdt phdt phat.

T6i dep noi lo cia minh sang mot bén. Pay la mot qua tén lira to 16n,
ndng né, chac sé bay thang va chinh xac. T6i tr¢ vao trong 16 c6t, quy goi
bén canh bd diéu khién bang goé Sherman va O’Dell ché tao. Cac cau ay
con gan mot nut bam tan dung lai tir bo bién thé cii cta xe lita chay dién.
T6i bAm nut va hoa tién zincoshine phéng 1én trong tiéng gam hoang dai.
N6 bay thang, cat ngang dinh nii ma khong lac Iw. Sherman bat dau dém,
“Muoi, muoi mot, mwoi hai...”
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T6i doi theo du6i khéi cua Auk va né bién mat - van huéng veé
Coalwood. “Khong!” T6i hodng hot hét 1én.

Sherman roi mat khoi dong hoé nhin 1én. “Ha?”
Roy Lee nhin thdy viéc t6i vira phat hién. “Théi chét roi!”

M4y dita kia cling nhin 1én va khan gia ciing vay. Moi ngudi déu gan nhw
dong thanh ldp lai cau Roy Lee vira n6i. Ching t6i chay vo0i vé xe hoi cia
Roy Lee, dam dong dang gian ra trudc mat bon to6i. Ca bon hét am trén
dwong di, dan mat vao ctra s6 xe hoi, 6 tim diu vét chiéc Auk buwéng binh.
“Cac cau biét khong,” Quentin néi vé uyén bac, “t& doan la van toc tén Iira
cling anh huwéng dén sy 6n dinh ctia né vao thoi khac @ng suat dat mic cao
nhat -”

“Im di, Quentin.”

“Co 18 ty 1é cna ap suat gio va van toc cé thé tinh toan duwgce. Thua vi nhi!
T& nghi -”

“Cam ngay di, Quentin!”

Frog Level van yén binh, ching t6i tiép tuc di. Lén mét doan nita tai
Middletown, ching t6i trong thdy mot dam dong tu tdp bén dwong. Moi
nguwoi dang chay dén xem chuyén gi xdy ra. Roy Lee rén ri. “Chac bon
minh giét chét ai do roi!”

Auk XXII-D da roi xudng khodng san canh nha thd ctia Cha Richard Bé
Nho, noi thuong dién ra nhitng tran béng bau duc va béng chay mini.
Chung t6i that sy hodng loan, chac da giét chét mot nguwdi choi nao do roi.
Ca bon chen qua dam dong va nhin thay qua tén Itta nam vui trong co, chi
con bo thang bang va phan miéng tréi l1én trén mat dat. Mui lwu huynh nong
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ndc. T6i cam thay that nhe nhom réi bat dau cuwdi, va moi ngwoi cling cuoi
vang cung bon to6i. “Trdi a, may chi may c6 thé bay thang dén Washington
DC néu ctt tiép tuc nhu thé nay,” Tom Tickle kéu twéng 1én. Bac Tom gia la
mot thg mo ludn ung ho bon toi.

Roy Lee vac cac xéng tir thung xe ra roi bat dau dao qua tén Itra 1én trong
khi moi ngudi xi xao vé viéc minh dang ¢ dau khi n6 roi, rang né phat ra
tiéng dong va 1am rung chuyén mit dat nhu thé nao. Ong Fuller xuat hién
v6i chiéc xe tai, ng6é qua roi tuyén bo. “Ching may la mét 1i gay roi! Day
la qua tén Itta cudi cung trong thi tran nay.”

Lai nita roi, toi ngh.

“Nhin day nay,” Cha Richard bao ong Fuller, “dirtng c6 lang nhang bao
mdy dita tré nging viéc nay lai. Chung t6i ty hao vé bon né lam!”

“Ong khong thé ngin cdm nhitng cau bé héa tién dwoc,” Tom néi. “Dé
ching n6 yén. Chang c6 ai bi thuwong dau!”

Nhitng tiéng phan d6i vang lén tir ddm dong. Ong Fuller tim tia bon t6i.
“Bon no6 phong tén Itva trong dia phan cta cong ty, va theo t6i thay thi bon
no con st dung tai san cua cong ty nita. Toi la nguwoi ctia cong ty va tdi noi
cho cac nguwoi biét 1a bon né sé khéng dwgce phong nira.”

“Xi,” Cha Richard bao, “0ng c6 thé la cong ty nhung nhitng ngudi dan
ong va phu nit & day, ho chinh la thj trdn nay.”

“Mady dita nho van tiép tuc duwgc phong tén lira,” Tom bwéc vé phia 6ng

Fuller néi. “Ong c6 thé ban nha, va kiém lgi trén ca khong khi chiing toi
dang th@, nhung t6i cho 6ng biét, dirng hong ngan can may ditra nhé nay.”
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Mot phu nit, ma t6i nhan ra la nguwoi choi dan piano trong nha tho cua
Cha Richard, hich vao nguoi 6ng Fuller. “Thi trdn nay rat tot tredc khi 6ng
xuat hién. Bay gi¢ thi dirng c6 gid cai giong My lai™ & day va lam nham
nhitng gi 6ng muén va khéng muon lam.”

Ong Fuller rtt lui vao trong xe tai, hdt ham veé phia t6i. “Ta s& néi chuyén

v6i bd may!”
“Ctr tiép tuc di, may dira,” Tom bao bon t6i. “Hay tiép tuc phong nhitng
qua tén ltra do trén troi.”

“Nhung tot hon hét 1a hwéng chiing vé phia d6 nhé.” Mot nguwdi khac noi
va chi vé phia Cape Coalwood.

NGAY LUC vira vé dén nha thi B6 goi toi 1én khu mé. Tdi hit mot hoi
dai va 1én duong. Ctta vin phong ctia dng chi khép ho. Ong dang suy tu
bén tdm ban d6 cia khu mé, mét tay che con méit héng. Ong quay sang khi
nghe t0i gd ctta. Khi nhin thdy B0, t6i that su bi sdc vi dién mao cta 6ng -
khong han vi con mat hong nhoe nwéc ma bdi gwong mat hdc hac. Tw khi
c6 tuyén bd ban nha, toi rat hiém thay béng dang 6ng. Ong cam 1ay mii.
“Di mot vong nao,” ong bado roi dwa toi ra xe. T6i dé y thady ong khap
khiéng mdc du theo t6i biét thi tai nan khong anh hwdng gi dén chan ong.
Ong trong c6 vé nhé hon so véi binh thwdng t6i van thay.

T6i mudn héi 6ng dang dwa t6i di dau va lam gi nhung r6i kim lai. Ong
lai xe cham rai xudng duwong, ngang qua nha ching toi, trudng Coalwood
va ddy nha dan t6i trung tam thi tran. T6i giat minh khi thay mot ng6i nha
bén kia song dang dwgc son mau vang chéi. Nam giita day nha mau trang
ctia cong ty, ngoi nha ay no6i bat bao hiéu moi thit sé khéng con nhw cii. N6
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la mot trong nhitng ngdi nha dau tién duwgc ban. B6 nhin n6 roi dua tay quet
miéng nhw vira xua di diéu gi muén noi.

Ong chay ngang qua nha thd Cong dong, cay thanh gia trén néc hoi bi
léch. Cai khoa to dung trén canh cwa doi, cé vé thich hgp véi ctra thien
dang hay dia nguc hon la cho mot nha tho nhé & mién Tay Virginia nay.
Sau d6 chung toi di ngang nha tho cua Cha Richard Bé Nho, qua Frog
Level. RO rang la dang huwéng vé Cape Coalwood. “B6 nghi con nén tan
mit ching kién viéc ndy hon 1a chi nghe néi lai.” Ong bao trong khi t6i
nhin 6ng day thac mac.

Khi Cape Coalwood hién ra, t6i nhin thdy mdt chiéc xe Gi dang nam trén
bé phéng ctia bon tdi. Ong Fuller di canh chiéc xe ui, chi thi tai x&. May
tdm van cua 16 cot dang nam vwong vai bén vé duwong, va mot hang rao
kém gai chan ngang 16i vao bai than cam. Trén dé treo mot tdm kim loai
vuong dé thong diép tir ong Fuller, cong ty, va xwdng thép dang s& hitu né:

CAM VAO.

Mau t6i s6i 1én khi nhin thdy n6. “Bd, chinh B6 cho con khu dat nay

"’

ma

Ong ndm chit tay 14i va nhin chdm cham chiéc xe ti. “Con da hita 1a s&
khong dé qua tén Itra nao roi xuéng Coalwood nita.”

“Po6 chi 1a mot sai sot ky thuat théi, va bon con da stta n6 roi.”
“Ong Fuller dwa ra quyét dinh nay, va ong ay hoan toan cé quyén lam

vay,” B0 noi.
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“Quyeén gi chit? B6 cho con may thanh go do, bon con c6 an cap dau.
Ngay ca xi-mang xay bé phong cting vay.”

B6 can nhac mot lic nhw dang suy nghi nén tiép tuc nhu thé nao. “Nghe
nay cau nho,” rot cudc 6ng noi, “Bo chang thé lam céi quai gi trong chuyén
nay cd. Con khong thich cach moi viéc dién ra & day? Di hoc dai hoc roi tre
vé day. Vai nam sau, b6 cé rang con sé nam quyeén ca vung dat nay.”

Si ngao man dang trao trong t6i. T6i ndi, “B6, mot khi thoat khoi céi 16
ban thiu nay thi ca bay ngwa hoang cling khong thé kéo con quay lai dugc
dau.”

Loi t6i néi chi dich cong kich B6 va thyc sy da 1am dau long 6ng. Ong
thd don, gio tay 1én huwéng vé phia téi. Toi chd dgi, biét minh da di qua xa,
nhung khong c6 gi xay ra. Ong budng tay xuéng dui. “B6 khong thé tin 1a
con néi vé Coalwood nhw vay,” 6ng bao.

T6i lap tirc xin 16i r6i rit. Con va cdi miéng bdy ba ctia con thdt khon
kiép! Ngay sau dd, Roy Lee va O’Dell chay ra tit xe ctia Roy Lee. Tui n6
ding quan sat canh twgng dang xdy ra r6i nhin t6i chd chi thi. Téi ra khoi
xe va dan tui no6 lai déng go. T6i nhdt mot tdm van 1én va hai dita kia lam
theo. “Chung ta sé dung lai 16 c6t,” toi noi.

Mot chiéc xe khac tro tdi, lan nay la Sherman va bo cau ay. Sau dé lai
thém mot chiéc khac cia may chu thg may; roi tiép theo la chii Dubonnet,
Tom Tickle va mot vai thg mé khac xuat hién. Ho tu tap trwdc hang rao
kém tai. B0 ra khoi xe va khap khiéng budc vé phia bon t6i. “Homer, diéu
nay khong dung ti nao ca,” chu Dubonnet bao ong.

“Pay la van dé cta cong ty,” B6 dap lai, trong giong noi ctia ong thiéu di
su dir doi nhw thuong 1é.
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“Chung toi khong phai la cong ty ma la Lién minh Cong nhan,” Tom noi.

“Cac ngudi vé nha di,” Bo néi nhung 10i 6ng chang tao duwgc hiéu wng

gi.

“Chung toi sé chwa di chitng nao chwa dung lai 16 c6t cho tui nhé,” Tom
bao.

May nguwoi dan 6ng kéo sap hang rao kém gai va buédc vao bai than cam
v6i nhitng thanh gb trong tay. Ong Fuller chay ngwoc 1én va bét dau chui
raa, nhung ho day 6ng sang mot bén. Cha Dubonnet dirng xe ti lai, néi vai
10i vGi tai xé va ong dy 1ap tirc roi khoi bé phéng. T6i nhin vé phia 16 c6t va
thdy B6 budc vé phia 6ng Fuller, lic nay 6ng ta dang nhay cang 1én va ho
hét v&i tat cd moi nguwdi. B6 cham vao vai 6ng; 6ng ta quay phat lai, kiéng
chan va hét thang vao mat B6. B6 ding nhin mot ldc r6i bat ngo san tdi,
nam lay c6 do 6ng Fuller r6i nhdac bong 6ng ta khoi mat dat. Roy Lee chi vé
phia ho, cwdi khic khich néi: “Hinh nhw b6 cau dang dan xép thi phai.”
Chu Dubonnet nhin va cuoi pha lén.

Ong Fuller huynh huych roi khéi bai than cdm, B6 quay lai va kéo t6i ra
mot bén. “Con cé ca khu dat rong 16n ro6i d6. Néu con can thém 6ng sat,
may moc, tdm nhom, thi c# n6i véi Leon Ferro r6i bo sé ki duyét cho. Lan
nay ma that bai thi dirng c6 do6 16i cho bd. Con chi con tw trach minh thoi
dé. Hiéu chwa?”

T6i nhe rang cwoi vai 6ng. “Con hiéu, thira Bo.”
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22. CHUNG TOI LAM TOAN

Auk XXIII - XXIV

VAI HOM SAU, 6ng Fuller bat ngd roi khéi thi trdn. Mang 1u6i tin titc
qua hang rao don dai rang B6 da dudi ong ay ra khoi day, nhung t6i doan ly
do that sy la vi ong da hoan thanh nhiém vu lam con bu nhin dang ghét ma
cong ty thép giao phé roi. Vi tong quan doc méi tén Bundini dén nham
chitc mot tuan sau d6. Ong Bundini 12 mot nguoi lich thiép, 1dam goi nhé
dén ong Van Dyke, nhung ciling lai mang dén thém nhiéu tin tic té hai hon
tir cong ty thép. Khu mo bay gid chi duwgce lam viéc 4 ngay mot tuan. Bo
hop v6i nhitng ngwoi déc cong dudi quyén 6ng va théng bao cho ho biét
tién lwong cta ho 1an ctia 6ng déu bi cat giam 20% ngay lap titc.

Mua thu tran vé trong nhitng con gié van vii trén khong, nhitng cay thich
trong san nga sang mau cam va ri bo dam la kho mot cach voi vang nhw
muo6n mau chéng két thic qua trinh thay 1a. Cong viéc quét don 1a thudng
dugc giao ph6 cho Jim, nhung nam nay lai thudc vé téi. Pay cling la mot
trong nhitng chuyén nho nhat nhac t6i nhé rang anh minh da roi khéi day,
ca sy im lang la lung trong can phong cua anh ay nita. Bam ban hoc ctua
anh ay cling tan mat khap noi. Cé 16i don rang Valentine Carmina va Buck
Trant da két hon. O’Dell doan rang Buck “di tim tia hy vong tai Detroit”,
t0i doan anh ta dén do dé ché tao xe hoi. T6i that long lo ngai cho Valentine
va cau mong chi dy sé hanh phic.

Jim da khong con dan Dorothy ra ngoai choi vai tuan sau lan dau ho hen,
mot théi quen ddc trung. D6i vdi anh ay, theo dudi quan trong hon 1a nuoi
duwdng tinh cdm that sy. Thang 7 nam do, anh ay da vao dai hoc bang hoc
bong bong bau duc. Nhitng bitc thw va cudc dién thoai vé nha cho biét viéc
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luyén tap bong khéng c6 van dé gi, nhung anh dy can dwoc chu cdp déu dan
dé trang bi ti quan do cho hgp vdi thoi sinh vién hon. Me luén viét chi
phiéu day du va gui cho anh.

Ngoai viéc 16p toi dugc 1én 16p trén, con vai diéu thay doi ¢ cap 3. Big
Creek da khong con bi cdm thi dau bong bau duc, nhung hudn luyén vién
Gainer da chuyén dén day & mot treong 16n & nong thon. Vi vay Big Creek
khong con doi bong manh, va chiing t6i da thua ba trong bon tran ddu dau
mua giai.

Bay gio Dorothy da la nguwoi dan dau ban nhac, nang buwéc tdi lui dang
trvdc trén san bong trong cudc diéu hanh gitta gio gidi lao. Nang trong
hoan toan binh than. Con t6i thi van thinh thodng trom nhin nang moi khi
c6 thé, va toi that oan ghét ban than minh moi lan lam nhw vay. Toi biét
nang van c6 bat gap anh mat t6i trong 16p hoc nhing t6i chang bao gid cho
nang co hoi d6. M6t budi sang no, nang chan toi lai trong sanh va huyén
thuyén rang nang that long xin 16i vi da cap ke vdi Jim, rang nang da khong
nghi dén cdm gidc cuda toi. Toi chi ding nhin thang vao mat nang. Dé roi
sau khi nang quay lung bo di, toi lai doi theo nhuw con ctn lac 16ng bén vé
dwong. That long t6i rat nhé nang nhung chang chiu thiva nhan véi ai, nhat
la v6i nang.

Khi Jim di r6i, t6i dwgc quyén stt dung chiéc Buick vao moi t6i thit bay
va cung Roy Lee dua nhau tir Coalwood dén Dugout. Sau khi qua khéi nui,
Roy Lee chang bao gio thang dugc véi chiéc xe ca tang cia cau ay ca. S&
hitu hai b ché hoa khi b6n nong manh mé, t6i c6 thé cho chiéc Buick dat
van toc 145km/h khi dén Little Daytona va sung swéng tan hwdéng su lieu
linh khi dat dén van téc dé. N6 that tuyét, khi chiéc xe to 16n gam lén va
tay lai rung ban bat la Iic hai hang cay bui cé bén dwong trd thanh nhitng
vat mau xanh mo. Sau khi nhdy nhét xong, Roy Lee co thir vai lan thach
thitc t0i dua dén bai chiéu béng phuc vu khach ngoi trong 6-t6 & English.
That tinh cau ay gioi hon t6i & nhitng khiic cua, vi chang bao gio can dap
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thang, nhung dén nhitng doan thang thi t6i vigt qua ngay. Mot lat sau thi
cau ay bé han y dinh dua véi t6i. “T¢ chi mudn vui dua ti théi, Sonny a,”
cau ay bao, “nhung cau lai nhv dang mudn ching t6 mot diéu gi day.”
Nghe vay t6i nghi ngay la cu ay chi ghen tic vi t6i 1ai xe gidi hon ma thoi.

Nhu B6 da hita, t6i chi viéc bao véi Leon Ferro nhitng gi BCMA can va
ching 1ap titc dwge chd dén - ong sat, tam nhom, thanh sat dai SAE 1020,
bat c* nhitng gi t6i mudn. Mai khi goi toi 1én nhan vat liéu méi, chd Ferro
khong con doi trao doi gi nita cd ma hoan toan tw nguyén thue hién theo bat
ctt dé nghi nao cua t6i. Moi thit da san sang cho mot budc tién vwot bac
trong thiét ké hoa tién ctia bon t6i. Auk XXIII s€ la thanh qua cia nhitng
kién thitc trong cudn sach ctia c6 Riley, toan tich phan Quentin hoc duwgc
trong 16p cua thay Hartsfield va t6i tw hoc duwgc; két hop vdi nhitng kinh
nghiém thyc t€ ma bon t6i tich liy dwgc tir chudi thanh cong va that bai
su6t hai nam qua.

Quentin bat xe dén Coalwood mdgt ngay thit bay trong thang 11, va ca
bon cung 1én phong toi nghién ctru nhitng cong thirc. Trong khi Daisy Mae
nam dwdi goi ngwdc mat nhin, Chipper quan sat trong tw thé treo ngugc
trén man ctra, thi Quentin lan lwgt doc to nhitng cong doan tir trong cudn
sach cua co Riley, ngén tay gay gudc cua cau ay luwét tir cong thirc nay sang
cong thuc no.

Trong sach dién ta nhitng viéc ngoai tri twéng twong vé viéc ché tao
miéng tén Itra, t6i va Quentin c6 gang thdo luan v6i nhau dén khi that sw
thong hiéu dwoc ching. Khi chat né day trong tén Itra duwgc dét chay, dau
tién no sé sinh ra mot luéng khi chay vao phan hoi tu cia miéng tén lia.
Néu nhv luéng khi tiép tuc di qua phan c6 véi van téc nhé hon téc do am
thanh thi né sé bi nghén lai trong si hon don & phan phan ki va di nhién la
khong hiéu qua. Nhung néu nhw luong khi dat dwoc van téc am thanh &
phan c6 (“Piém mau chot cda thiét ké miéng tén Ita ddy, Sonny!”), thi
luéng khi thoat ra & phan phan ki sé c6 van tdc siéu thanh, diéu nay sé cho
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két qua tuyét voi. Mot loat cong thitc chiing t6i phai tim hiéu dién ta vé
tham s6 ctia hé so Iyc day, dién tich phan c6 ctia miéng tén Itta, dién tich
mat cat ngang cuia khoang dot, va van toc dy doan c6 thé dat dugc cua
luong khi sinh ra ctia méi loai chat n6 day dwogc s dung.

Trong sach con yéu cau chung t6i phai dwa ra nhitng quyét dinh la nhat
tlr trwdc dén gio: Tén lra cta bon t6i sé bay cao va nhanh bao nhiéu, va
khoi lwgng chat né dy dinh st dung? Hai dita to6i déu hiéu nhitng cau héi
nay c6 lién quan mat thiét dén nhau. Pau tién, bon t6i dwa ra nhitng can
nhac cho lwgng chat né va dwa han vao wéc lwgng chiéu cao tén lira dat
dugce. “Cw ldy moc 2 dam vay,” Quentin bao.

“Sao khong lay moc 30?” t6i gang hoi.

Quentin lic nao ciing can trong hon. “Truedc mat phai xem lam sao dé
lam tén ltra ctia minh bay cao gap doi lan trudc da,” cau ay bao.

T6i m& ngan kéo va 16i ra mot cudn s6. Pau tién la phdi st dung lai cong
thitc S = ¥ at* dé tinh quang dwong dwa trén thoi gian.

To6i thue hién phép tinh, gia st rang tén l¥a cia bon toi sé dat duwgc van
téc toi da ngay khi xuat phat va roi lam tron chiéu cao 1a 10.000 foot™. Két
qua cho ra 800 foot/gidy hay 545,45 dam/gio. T6i tinh lai mo6t lan nita va
cling dugc két qua twong tw. N6 nhanh hon gap 5 lan van t6c cua chiéc
Buick dat dugc ¢ Little Daytona, that khé twéng twgng tén lira cua bon toi
c6 thé bay nhanh nhw vay. Nghi dén day, toi gat cuon so6 sang mot bén roéi
quang ca but chi di. “Két qua nay khong thé ding dwgc.” T6i cam thay that
xdu ho, ngay ca phép tinh don gidn vay ma cting khong lam néi.

Quentin nhin Iwét qua r6i day cudn so lai cho tdi. “Két qua nay hoan toan
chinh xac. Tinh tiép di. Bing nan chi ch.”
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“T@ co nan chi dau!” toi quat lai, nhung that ra la da nan long that. Budc
tiép theo la phai thuc hién nhitng cong thitc cho thiét ké miéng tén Itta De
Laval, va t6i that sy cam thay run sg khi phai tinh toan chiing. C6 ca dong
cong thitc cye ki phite tap, nhung nhang lién quan dén nhau, sai mot cai
thoi 1a kéo theo tat cd nhitng cai khac déu sai. “Cau dugc tham gia 16p tich
phan ma, Quentin. Cau lam di.”

“Khong,” cau dy qua quyét. “Co Riley dwa sach nay cho cau. Cau ciing
thong thao tich phan nhv t¢ thoi. BPung nao ning nita!”

S tu tin trong t6i da hoan toan bién mat. Thuc hién nhitng phép tinh dé
khac nao viéc chay 1 dam trong 4 phtt - mot viéc danh cho nguai gioi hon
toi rat nhiéu lan.

Quentin chom téi va lac lac ngon tay trede mat toi. “Nghe nay, ban gia,
néu cau khéng chiu lam may phép tinh nay thi tat ca nhitng gi ching ta da
cd gang dau con y nghia nita? Chung ta c6 thé ché tao ra mot qua tén Itta
bay t6t dé nhitng nguwdi 16n va thay c6 dugc dip khoe khoang vé bon minh.
Ai biét duwgc? R6i con c6 thé qua mat dwge ban giam khéao trong hoi chg
khoa hoc dwgc nita. Nhuwng ca td, cau va may dira khac déu biét rang bon
minh sé lam duwgc gi néu cau cé long tin. Ching minh sé ché tao dugc mot
qua tén ltra tuyét voi.”

“Pinh nghia ctia cau vé mdt qua tén ltra tuyét voi la gi?” t6i hoi.

Cau dy khoanh tay lai, cam nghéch Ién. “La cai hoat dong ding vdi thiét
ké ma n6 dugc tao ra. Néu chi dugc thiét ké dé bay 2 dam thoi ma n6 dat
dwgc mitc dy thi n6 la mot qua tén Ira tuyét voi réi.” Quentin chi tay vao
cuodn sach. “Ching minh chi can mot qua tén li¥ra bay cao 2 dam théi. Cong
thitc dé bién diéu dé thanh hién thyc déu nam trong quyén sach nay. Tinh
toan ngay di!”
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T6i ngan ngdm nhin nhitng ki ty va ki hiéu nho ti cia may coéng thic.
Tién si Wernher von Braun ciing st dung nhitng cong thitc nay va chiing c6
vé that sdu xa, bi an. Cong thirc dau tién téi can lam la tinh hé s6 lyc day.
Quentin chom qua nguwdi t6i va non nong goé go 1én cudn sach. “Cau dinh
cho minh ng6i day nhin su6t dém a?”

“Pugc r6i, do chét bam, dé t¢ lam.” T6i cau nhau. Quentin nga ngudi ra
sau va cuoi pha léen.

Nhitng to gidy dan dan dwoc lap day bai cac phép tinh nguéch ngoac ctia
toi. Trong suot hai gio dong ho lam viéc, toi chi bi gian doan khi Me bung
vao cho Quentin, va nhan tién cho ca t6i, mot it stta va banh qui. T6i dung
thwdc thang, thuwéc do géc va com-pa can than vé miéng va phan than tén
Itra theo kich thwdc minh vira tinh toan. “R6i, duwgc mot cai trong tam tam
r6i,” t0i tuyén bo sau khi vé xong. Toi cam thdy nhitc méi khap minh may,
cO tay va ngon tay nhu ra roi sau khi thyc hién bic vé ti mi do.

Quentin ngo6i vao cho cua t6i. Cau ay chii dau cam cdi doc ting dong
tinh todn trong may trang gidy t6i vira lam. Mot gid sau, cau dy quang cudn
sach bay ngang phong. “Cau lam tron cd mdy ldy thtra r6i,” cau ay két toi
toi. “Vi vay, may hinh vé nay la vo ich.”

“T& quén mat cach tinh véi phan so6 ro6i,” toi bién bach.

“Cau phai dung ham 16-ga-rit, d6 cau tha! Sao lai c6 thé quén dwgc nhi?”

Chéan nan vi sy ngu ngdc ctia minh, td6i ngwdc mat lén tran nha roi than
van. “Ham 16-ga-rit, troi a!” T6i cdm thdy qua mét méi, chi mudn nam lan

ra givong va danh mot gidc ngon lanh ma thoi.

“Lam viéc tiép di!” Quentin cau nhau.
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Toi c6 thé bop cau ta ra ba ay chit, nhung thay vi vay, t6i lai thé dai, 1ay
cuén sach day cong thirc tich phan ra, trong dé cé bang 16-ga-rit, r6i quay
lai v6i déng cong thitc kia. Daisy Mae truwon ra khoi givong va bo 1én dui
t0i. N6 ruc vao tay toi, cudn ngudi lai, thinh thodng tho chan ra khéu khéu
nguc téi nhw mudn nhac nhé sy c6 mat cia n6d. Quentin da nga guc va
chdng bao lau thi ngdy déu. Sau khi tinh todn xong, t6i lai vé. Me khong
con goi ching t6i xuéng an khuya nita. Mot Idc sau, Quentin tinh day, vion
vai ngap dai r6i lai sam soi thanh qua cuda t6i. Xem xong, cau dy can than
sap xép ching lai cho vuong vitc, vo vo 1én mat gidy roi nhin t6i véi vé
nghiém trang. “Mot thanh qua phi thuwong, Sonny a.”

“That a?” t6i n6i nhd, nhwng that long chi muon hét 1én thau troi xanh.
“T& nghi cai nay sé la mot qua tén ltra tuyét voi.”

“Pem cho Me xem di,” t6i bao. B6 bay gi¢ van con & khu md, va du sao
di nita 6ng cting khong quan tam dén nhitng gi bon t6i lam.

Quentin cung tdi dem chong gidy va ban vé xudng cho ba xem. Me dang
ngoi bén ban an, nhdm nhi tach ca phé va doc catalog m@i cua Sears,
Roebuck. Ba dep moi thit sang mot bén dé xem thanh qua cta bon t6i.
Trong khi ba doc thi bung Quentin soi 1én ong oc. “Bay gio thi sao day cac
cau nho?” Ba noi sau khi xem ki cang tung trang phép tinh.

“Bon chau sé ché tao ra mot qua tén lra tuyét voi, thva c6 Hickam,”
Quentin dap.

“Trwdc khi lam thi an khuya nhé?” ba héi. “Suwon cot-1ét, dau nau, bap
ngo va banh qui, dwgc khong?”

“Puoc qua di chw a!”
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Me bdo bay gio da qua mudn r6i nén Quentin & lai nha t6i. Toi nghi that
ra ba luén muén c6 cau dy loanh quanh trong nha nay. Trong khi t6i xem
tivi thi hai c6 chau tha thi da th chuyén trén troi dwéi dat tai ban an. Sau
do, nhu thwong 1€, t6i lai buéng minh vao ghé so pha. Bén khuya thi B6 vé
va di thang 1én phong nga. T6i ngan ngai khong dam dwa thanh qud cta
minh cho 6ng xem.

Thi¢ hai tuan sau, t6i mang tat ca nhitng phép tinh ctia minh cho thay
Hartsfield xem. Sau khi xem xét ki ludng, thay néi ma ré rang chang bao
gio co thé quén dugc “ti 16i nguyén thuy” vé toan hoc cuia t6i. “Maot cau bé
khong thyc hién néi nhitng phép tinh dai s6 co ban nhw tro ma lam dugc
thé nay. Thay that sy an twgng day. Vay bay gio cho thay hdi nhé: Tro dinh
lam gi vGi mdy thit nay? Ty lam n6 tung minh a?”

“Khong dau, thwa thay.”

Thay mim cwoi, hién ra mot vé mat ma t6i chua tirng thay bao gio.
“Thay tin em.”

T6i mang thiét ké nhd c6 Riley dé duwgc tham dinh thém lan nita. Gio
trira nhung c6 van ngoi trong 16p hoc cham bai. T6i thay ¢o trd lai truong
hoc sau mua thu v&i nét mat tai xanh va dang diéu mét moi. Po6i mat ludn
ngoi sang cua c6 bay gio tham quang. Mac du vay, c6 van to ra hang say
giang day mon vat ly cho bon t6i, dung so tién lwong it éi cia minh dé sam
vat dung trinh bay cho tiét hoc trong ngay: Dinh luat Boyle (bang mot qua
boéng), Pinh ludt Ac-si-mét (bang mot thanh sit va con tau do choi bing
g0), luc huwéng tam va ly tam (bang mot con yo-y6). Ca 16p tiép nhan hao
hitng tat ca nhitng gi c6 day. Co nhin qua thanh qua cua t6i va khen nggi,
khién t6i nong ran ngwoi. “Em cé quyét dinh gi vé hoi chg khoa hoc chwa?”

“Chung em dang chuan bi cho n6 day a.”
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Co rut mot to khan gidy dé xi mii. “Xin 16i.” N6i r6i ¢6 quan khan
quang chat vao co hon.

“Co0 c6 6n khong vay, co Riley?” toi lo lang hoi.

“Chi bi cam thoi. Hang nam vao mua nay la c6 lai bi nhw vay. Di nao,
cho thay Turner thdy em da lam dwoc gi.”

Co Riley dan t6i 1én phong hiéu trwdng. T6i trai nhitng phép tinh va ban
vé 1én ban thay. “Mot cai bom 6ng that an twgng ddy,” thay tram tr6. “Thay
nghe n6i em da tdn cong mot san béng mini & Coalwood vai tuan trudc
phai khong. Khong ai bi thwong chit?”

“Khong, thua thay. A, trir 6ng Carson dap nham vao cdi hé ma tui em
dao dé moi qua tén lira ra. Ong ay di dau dé ban dém, dap xudng hé va bi
trat mat ca chan.”

“Hau hét s6 phan ctia con ngwoi, yéu to quyét dinh lai 1a sy may man,”
thay Turner quan sat r6i nhwédng mat nhin c6 Riley.

“Vang, thwa thay,” t6i ngugng ngung dap.

“Ho6i Cho Khoa Hoc Tinh McDowell sé dién ra vao thang 3. Co Riley tin
rang cac em c6 du kha nang dé dai dién cho triong tham dv véi... cai vat
sang ché ctia cac em. Ban giam khéo cap tinh, khong c6 ai trong s6 ho tin
rang trueong ching ta c6 thé cé gi xuat sac ngoai bong bau duc, sé dwa ra rat
nhiéu cau hoi khat khe cho dé an ctia em ddy. Ho sé nghi ngo rang em dang
dién thuyét vé mot dé an ma bo me hay thay c6 da lam san. Em chuan bj dé
ung pho vdi nhitng cau hoi oai oam do chwa?”

“Da roi, thia thay.”
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“Puoc thoi. D€ thay thir em mdt vai cau nhé. Cai gi lam cho tén lira bay
duwgc?”

“DPinh luat 3 Newton. D6i v6i moi lwc tac dong, bao gio ciing c6 mot
phan luc c6 cung do 16n.”

Thay go 1én hinh vé miéng tén lttra. “Con cai hinh quai dan nay la gi?
Dung lam gi?”

“La miéng tén Itta De Laval, thwa thay. N6 duwgc thiét ké nham chuyén
héa luong khi c6 ap lyc cao, toc do cham thanh luéng khi cé ap luc thap va
toc d6 cao. Néu nhw luong khi dat dugc toc do am thanh tai phan 6, no6 sé
c6 dwoc toc do siéu thanh khi ra khoi phan phan ki cia miéng tén Iiva va
cho ra lyc day cuc dai.”

“Thay thady khong?” Co Riley cudi toe toét.

“Co day cho no tét ca nhitng thit nay ha, Freida?”

“Khong, thua thay. Em ay tw hoc ddy chi.”

Thay Turner gé nhip may ngon tay 1én mat ban béng loang va cham rai
1at tirng trang gidy, xem xét ki cang nhitng phép tinh cua t6i. “Hiéu truéng
trrong Welch, mot 1do gia chan ngat, c¢ doi ca cwgc vai toi vé céi hoi chg
khoa hoc nay. Lao néi la dang can tién. Quyén quyét dinh bay gico thudc vé
c6 ddy, Freida. Néu nhu c6 mudn cdu trai tré nay tham dv thi hay di nop

don ngay di cho kip thoi gian.”

“Vang, thra thay!”
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Lic ching toi tré vé 16p thi hoc sinh da ra day hét sanh, tiéng tu chita do
bang sat vang 1én lach cach khi ho 14y sach cho tiét hoc dau sau gid an trua.
Dorothy di ngang chung tdi cung vGi Sandy Whitt, doi trudng doi hoat nao
vién. Sandy hén hé cuwdi va vay chao ching téi. Con Dorothy chi khé gat
dau. T6i co6 tinh chi hwéng cau chao ctia minh vé phia Sandy. Sau khi budc
lén cau thang t6i tang 3, c6 Riley dirng lai thd doc r6i tya han vao twong.
“Co0 chang hiéu sitc lic cia minh bay di dau hét vao nhitng ngay nay nita,”
co noéi va xua tay tit choi khi thay to6i nhoai nguwdi gitp do. Co cui stra lai
khin quang va né mét nu cudi héo hon. “A, nhan tién néu em gip Jake thi
chuyén 10i gitp c6 rang anh dy con ng c6 mot budi di choi dén Bluefield
day nhé.”

Mua hé vira qua, Jake da dwogc 1énh triéu tap vé Ohio. Anh 4y dé lai kinh
vién vong trén mai nha cho bon t6i st dung, nhung t6i khong biét anh con
quay lai Coalwood hay khéng. T6i hita véi co rang sé dé y xem chiéc
Corvette ctia anh c6 xuat hién tai Club House khéng. C6 1€ nhw vay la da
da vGi co Riley. Ching t6i trg vé 16p hoc ctia ¢6. Co6 td vé vui mirng khi
dwgc ngoi xuong.

KHI TOI dwa ban vé dya trén nhitng phép tinh khoa hoc ctia minh cho
chi Ferro, chi xem qua mot hoi, hoéi vai cau roi goi chi Caton dén lam
viéc. Toi dap xe xuéng xwdng moi ngay dé kiém tra tién do cong viéc va
phu don dep rac hay bat cir thit gi t6i c6 thé ho trg. Bé day nhanh tién do,
chu Caton con kéu goi thém mot s6 thg phu gitp. T6i c6 thé lam mot it viéc
trén may tién hodc may ép, nhung may ngudi tho khong cho - cong viéc
nay doi héi do chinh xac cao va khong danh cho ban tay vung vé ctia nhitng
cau tré nhu toi dung vao.

Vao moi budi t6i, chiéc “hac phon” thwong reo vang, thuwong la chu

Caton goi toi trong khi lam viéc khong luvong ngoai gio cho cai miéng tén
Itra. Miéng tén Itra c6 thiét ké phitc tap v6i hai géc bén trong phai gap nhau

https://thuviensach.vn



chinh xac dé tao thanh phan c6 c6 dwong kinh ding theo tinh toan cta t6i.
Me vao phong gidi lao, thay t6i dang dua cgt véi chu ay lién lac dau néi.
“Con nha téng khong giong 16ng cling giong canh r6i phai khong?”

Khi miéng tén Itta tinh xao De Laval hoan thanh, chi Caton ty hao trinh
bay tdc pham ctia minh. “Chau nghi Wernher von Braun c6 dung dwgc cha
0 Cape Canaveral khong?”

To6i nghi 1a chu ay c6 thé nhung t6i noéi véi chu Caton rang hy vong chu
dirng roi khoi day.

“Va danh mat co hoi lam viéc mién phi cho chau phai khong?” chu ay
cudi vang, lic do, 1an dau tién t6i dé y thdy chu c6 chiéc rang vang.

Bon t6i chon cudi tuan trong dip Lé Ta On dé thit nghiém quan trong
thiét ké méi ctia minh. Nhoi zincoshine vao tén Itta qua la mot cong doan
ton nhiéu cong sitc nhat, mot lan khong duwgc nén qua 7,62cm chét noé day
vao trong phan than, va mat 4 tiéng dé cho moi phan that sw kho rao. Chiéu
dai bén trong cuta tén Ira la 114,3cm nén phai mat 60 tiéng trong tuan dé
nhoi day n6. Trudc khi di hoc, t6i nén vao 7,62cm, va mot 16p niva sau khi
di hoc vé, sau d6 thém mot 16p truede khi di nga. Ca tang ham nong nac mui
rwou 1au nhung t6i khong dwoc dé cho hoi regu thoat 1én nha trén. Me bao
hang xém: “Néu nhu cac chi vao nha choi, t6i khong muén minh bi don dai
la dang m@ tiém rwgu dau nhé.”

Toi st dung gan hét s6 bot kém dé nhoi vao Auk XXIII. Dé kiém thém,
no thuc sy la cd@ mot van dé. Ngan kho cia BCMA qua da trong rong.
Nhung du vay to6i cling chang lay lam lo ngai cho lam. T6i luon c6 niém tin
rang moi khi t6i can bat c thit gi dé ché tao tén lra thi n6 sé xudt hién, sé
dwge Chua hay may thién than ngu ngoc nao dé dang xem BCMA la mot
dy an cho chinh ho cung cap cho. O’Dell béo cau da nghi ra dugc cach dé
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kiém thém tién nhwng t6i hy vong sé la cai gi do tot hon viéc di dao ong
nwdc nhu vira roi.

MGt ngay trwde Lé Ta On, B6 nghiém nghi ditng dgi ting ca lam viéc &
miéng ham dé doc tén nhitng ngudi bi nghi viéc. Hang ta gia dinh phai roi
khoi thi tran; moi lan dap xe ngang qua, t6i lai lo dang nhin vao nhitng ng6i
nha ngay cang bi bé trong nhiéu hon. Coalwood bi dao 16n, ngay ca vé mat
tinh than. Nha thd dwgc mé ctra lai, 1an nay thi hoan toan nam trong tay cta
Hoi Gidm ly tir phia Bac thudc dong Mason-Dixon. Theo Me, day la mot
su két hgp nguy hiém. Nguwoi thuyét gido mdi, mot ngwdi dan 6ng nhé tho
ludn té vé ngon ngot, liu riu trén buc gidng kinh vé ac quy cia “tap doan
ham 1gi” va nhitng nguoi “lam theo 10i quy dit.” Pooky Suggs, ngwoi chua
hé dén nha tho su6t 20 nam nay, bao rang ngudi thuyét gido nay cé ly va tu
tap may cong nhan khac dé biéu tinh. Nhung sy viéc nay chi dién ra trong
mot ca lam viéc. Ngay hom sau, khi chd Dubonnet bao ho tr¢ lai khu mé
thi ho 1 lwgt tré vé lam viéc va Pooky mat hét quyén luc, chi biét ngoéi lau
bau trén bac thém cta Big Store. “Dubonnet va Hickam thong dong véi
nhau roi,” han khang dinh va chuyén tay hii regu 1au cho may tén khac.
“Chung ta phai ty ding 1én gianh lai quyén 1gi th6i.”

Me quay ca con ga Tay cho ki nghi nam 4y nhung B6 chi an c6 vai
miéng, rd rang 6ng van rat burc boi vi phai sa thai nhan vién cta minh. Chi
con lai 3 ching t6i bén ban an. Jim tré vé nha tr truong dai hoc, nhung bay
gi0 anh dang c6 c6 ban gai m@i & Berwin nén vira quang quan ao ban
xuong ham la leo 1én chiéc Buick va phéng di ngay. Anh dy da tré thanh
do6i trwdng chia doi tré nhung ngay ca diéu nay cting khong lam B6 vui 1én
duge bao nhidu. Ong gia v& ngdi xem béng bau duc trén tivi mot ldc sau
bita an roi lai khoac o di vao khu mé. Me ra ngoai hién tredc, ngoi dé may
va va doc tap chi v6i Daisy Mae cudn trén dui, Dandy quan quanh chan va
Chipper 16c chéc trén vai dén khi B6 trd veé, lic do da la niva dém. Toi dang
trong phong, thiét ké thém miéng tén Ira va nghe tiéng Me voi va trd ve
phong ngu. Cé 1é Me khong mudn Bo biét rang ba da ngbi doi 6ng.

https://thuviensach.vn



Cudi tuan, mot dam dong lén nhét tir trudc dén nay tu tdp tai Cape
Coalwood, khodng 300 thg mo, c6 ca vai nguoi tv Welch cling tham du.
Chung t6i lach qua day xe hoi dai hét mét phan tw quang duong dén Frog
Level. T6i ng6i ¢ bang ghé sau xe cua Roy Lee v6i Auk XXIII nam trén dui.
No6 la qua tén Itra to va nang nhit ma ching t6i tirng ché tao, dai 122cm.
Trén duwong di, toi tham wdc gia nhw c6 chi Bykovski c6 thé dén chitng
kién lan nay.

bén Cape, to6i nhét niut bdc vao miéng tén lira dé c6 dinh day ngoi no
bang crém. Mot vai khan gia mdi rat to6 mo va khong hiéu quy luat ma
nhitng nguwoi trede da thong thao, nén di lai gan bai than cam dé dugc nhin
cho 6 hon. T6i hodng hon phat hién ra vai dita bé dang loanh quanh cach
bé phéng chuwa dén 3 mét cit nhw d6 la cho hién nhién danh cho ching vay.
Sherman phai chay lai xua bon né di va 6n dinh nhitng ngudi khac vao vi
tri an toan. Quentin di xuéng phia dwéi dé chuan bi do dac bang may kinh
vi trong khi bon t6i chen chiic nhau & 16 co6t sau khi giwvong cd 1én. Tat ca
da san sang.

T6i cam thay that cang thang khi bat dau dém nguwgc. Mac du Quentin ra
vé rat ty tin nhung t6i thi lai hoi e ngai vé qua tén Itra to 16n nay. T6i hit
mot hoi that sdu roi gat can cia bé phan kich ngoi né - né duogc Billy va
Sherman ché tao rat tinh xao.

Trong tiéng nd vang troi va mu mit khéi, Auk XXIII nhw mu6n xé toang
bé phéng va phong vun vut 1én trdi mat tam. Tiéng am i doi ti ndi nay sang
ndi kia, vang vong khap thung liing. Khan gia va ca ching t6i déu ha hoc
mom doi theo. No6i buon cwoi mot chat, néu nhw lic dé6 c6 mot dan chim
bay qua thi chac la bon t6i da “lanh du”. Chang c6é mdt dau hiéu nao cta
qua tén lra. Quentin goi dién thong bao nhan xét twong ty. Cot khoi cao
nghéu dang dan tan di trén dau. Auk XXIII dang & dau dé trén khong trung.
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Diéu gi sé xay ra néu no6 roi xudéng dam dong hay ngay trén dau bon t6i? Té
hai hon, néu né bay 1én roi rét xuéng Coalwood mét lan nira?

“T¢ thay no r6i!” Billy hét 1én, cau dy van la ngwoi sang mat nhat trong
dam!

“Pau, dau?”
“Kia kia!”

Lic dau né chi la mot chdm den nhung dan dan 16n dan 1én. N6 dang roi
xuong hwéng vé nii Héa Tién. R6t cudc né va vao ngon cay to, than cay
rung lén sau ct va cham nhw muén ra hiéu la da bat dwgc qua tén lira cta
bon t6i. Chuing tdi vac cudc xéng, chay xudng bai than cam trong tiéng ho
reo cta dam dong.

“Bon muoi hai gidy,” Roy Lee hon hén gao 1én trong khi bon t6i dang
chay hoc toc.

“Hai ngan mdt trdm nam muoi mét!” tdi va Quentin dong thanh noi, ca
hai bay gio da cé thé tinh nham rat nhanh. N6 bay cao nhat tr truéc dén
gig, nhung van chwa dén dugc do cao dy doan phai dat duwgc theo thiét ké
ctia miéng tén lra nay. “Chuyén gi da xdy ra ay nhi?” toi lo lang trong khi
chay thinh thich trén bai than cam. “Theo cong thic thi né phai bay len
thém hon 900 mét nita m@i dung.”

“Cha hiéu ntta,” Quentin hon hén dap. “Phai xem qua tén lita mé&i biét
duwgc.”

Billy dan dau ca bon Ién nui, lwét ngang qua nhitng hang cay, chui qua

tan cdy do quyén day dac, dén mot dam lay xanh twoi nam canh rang nui.
Auk XXIII vui minh dwéi 16p dat mun am wét, chdng bo thang bang 1én troi.
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O’Dell nhin quanh r6i gio tay 1én. “Cac cau dirng ngay lai,” cau ay ra lénh.
“Purng giam dap 1én noi nay!”

Ca bon hoi giat giong. “Sao vay?”

Cau ay quy gobi xuéng canh mot cdy so6i 16n va 14y xéng dao x6i can than
roi 16i 1én mot cai ré nhan nheo. “Céc cau biét ci nay la gi khong?”

Thay ca bon nhin vai, cdu &y mim cwdoi. “Tién day.”
“Lai mot ké hoach dién ro6 nita ha?” Roy Lee rén ri.

“Khong, cai nay la that ddy. N6 la nhan sam, c6é day trong dam lay nay.
T& chuwa bao gio thay cho nao c6 nhiéu nhu vay.”

“Nhan sam la céi quai gi thé?” Roy Lee hoi.

“M0ot loai thudc ctia ngudi Da Bd. Nguwoi dan & Nhat Ban va mét so
nuwdc twong tu tin rang noé cé thé chira duwgc ba bénh.”

“NO dang gia bao nhiéu?”

“Xem nao,” cau ay vira ndi vira dao thém mot cai ré khac 1én. “Té nghi
rang ching ta sé khong phai lo lang vé chuyén bot kém trong mot thoi gian

»

day.

To6i cling thwong nghe loang thoang vé thit nay dang duwgc dao 1én xung
quanh tinh, nhung chwa thdy né trong thyc té€ bao gid. To6i nhin vao mau
nhan sam bam day dat ma O’Dell vira dwa cho va chot nghi dén Chuia hay
thién than nao d6 virta ban cho BCMA. “Chia ban on cho nhitng nguoi
thuan khiét” 1a nhitng gi Me tra 10i khi toi ké diéu nay véi ba.
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Quentin va Sherman ban rén dao bgi qua tén lira, cudi cung 16i no ra
khoi 16p dat bam dinh. Quentin nhom vao bén trong miéng tén It¥a r6i thoc
ngon tay vao, moc ra phan can nhom nhép. “Bi an mon r6i! Té hai nhat tr

»
!

tredc dén nay

Phan c6 c6 dwong kinh duwgc toi tinh toan rat can than va cha Caton cung
dong nghiép ti mi ché tac gio day chi con la mot hinh chi® nhat 10m ghé
tom. “N6 an mon luén thanh sat 1020 r6i, dét chdy né nhw bia gidy cac
tong vay,” toi kinh ngac.

“Bon minh phai tim cach khong ché chuyén nay, néu khong thi nghi lam
cho r6i.” Quentin lo ngai noi.

Roy Lee ngam nhin nhitng gwong mat thiéu ndo cta hai ching t6i. “Hai
cau dién a? Qua tén ltra nay vira bay 1én hon 2.000 mét ddy. Lic dau né c6
lam dugc tro trong gi ngoai chuyén xi hoi va nam lan kénh ra dat dau.”

To6i chia phan dudi tén Itta vé phia cau dy. “Nhin nay,” giong toi day cay
dang. “Bi an mon nay!”

Cau ay chom qua qua tén ltra roi go 1én dau t6i. “Sw an mon xay ra thi da
sao nao.”

CO NHIEU NGUOI ding bao tim mua nhan sam vd&i gid cao nén lan nay
ké hoach cia O’Dell da thanh cong my man. Bon toi kiém da tién mua 9kg
bot kém. Ba tuan sau thi Auk XXIV da san sang. N6 giong nhu Auk XXIII
nhung dai hon 30cm, bon t6i mudn thir xem chiéu dai hoa tién c6 tac dong
nhu thé nao dén do cao dat dwgc. That ra, toi chi nhoi c6 15c¢m zincoshine.
Mot ntta phan trén dwgc nhoi 2/3 Ivu huynh va 1/3 kém, qua thit nghiém thi
n6 sinh ra kho6i am va chay cham. Bon t6i hy vong né sé gitip cho viéc truy
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tim dau vét va dong thoi cling lam gidm 1kg trong luwgng thudc nd. Bong
nghia vai viéec do cao sé giam di.

Chtng t6i cling gidi quyét dugc van dé an mon. Chu Caton quan sat
miéng tén ltra bi pha hay va dé nghi lam phan c6 hinh cong. Hinh dang nay
sé khé ché tao hon va phéi danh bong bang tay nhung chi dy san sang lam
néu toi dong y. Ly ludn cua chi la phan c6 sac canh ma t6i thiét ké lam cho
sttc nong tap trung hét vao phan vanh méng manh ctia n6. Mot khi da xuat
hién sy néng chay thi n6 sé kéo dai dén khi an mon hét ca phan co.

Ching t6i phéng qua tén lra tiép theo trung vao ngay dién ra da tiéc
Noel. Trong khi bon con trai @ cac quan khac lau chui xe hoi va qua Welch
bén kia nui 1y hoa gai nguc cho ban gai cia ho thi nhitng cau bé hoa tién
ching t6i vat va 1am lem dat cat & Cape Coalwood, trong long chi biét lo
lang cho qua Auk méi nhat ma thoi. Chi Roy Lee la cé ban gai di cung, may
da con lai trong chung toi thi di mgt minh. To6i bé y dinh mai ai di cung vi
cling da qua mudn, ngoai ra, toi tit bdo minh rang mot ky suw héa tién thure
thu khong c6 thoi gian cho viéc hen ho v& van nay. “T¢ phéi néi dén lan
th may vdi cau la may lao dy chang lam gi khac ngoai viéc cuwa géi a?”
Roy Lee ndi, mat xoe tron. “Hang ha sa s6 nhitng c6 gai trong 4o bikini
lwgn 10 xung quanh Cape Canaveral con Wernher va dong nghiép thi dang
dwng may qua hda tién to 16n. Thé cau nghi sao khi hoéa tién ctia bon minh
that sy thanh cong?”

“Tuyét voi chir sao!”
“Pdy, cau thay ddy. Ky suw hda tién ciing biét cam nhan sy tuyét voi ma,
va r6i cau mudn chia sé cam giac nay véi ai, néu khong phai la véi mot co

g4i?”

“U, chia sé v&i nguoi khac khi hda tién cta minh hoat dong thi tuy#ét that
ddy,” t6i thtta nhan va bat chgt nghi dén Dorothy. Chia sé cam giac véi
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nang vé moi qua hoa tién da tirng that y nghia doi véi t6i. Nhung gio day,
toi chi con lai Daisy Mae thoi.

“Néu toi nay cau dat theo mot ai do thi sé dwgc dip tao an twgng vé
nhitng qua hda tién cta tui minh. R6i nang ta sé chang thé nao kim long

"’

dwgc va tudt quan 16t ra ngay thoi
“Roy Lee, trong dau cau chi c6 mdy thit d6 ma thoi.”
“Co 1€ vay,” cau ay cudi nhan nhd, “nhuwng té dwoc hwdng loi tir do day.”

Mot con gi6 lanh chot ta vé thung liing. Bon t6i giwvong cd 1én dinh 16
cot, r6i cam cay dinh cho phu hgp. Lan nay dén lugt Billy xudng phia dudi
chuan bi may kinh vi, con Roy Lee lanh nhiém vu 6n dinh dam dong dén vi
tri an toan. Gio' ddy, duwong nhuw chi con bon t6i la thu tiéu khién trong thi
tran nay. SO lwgng khan gia da tang lén rat nhiéu, dén noi Tag cling phai
xuong t6i day dé giit gin trat tu.

Ban gai ctia Roy Lee cling c6 mat, cdu moi co6 dy dén tir bén kia nui dén
day chac dé tao an twgng. Co ban nay ciing la mot trong nhitng nguwoi dan
dau ban nhac véi tinh cach vui vé va than hinh can dé6i. To6i thdy Roy Lee
vong tay 6m c0 vao long, nhung khi cau dy lan tay xuong phan nguec thi bi
co nang dap mot phat vang ra ngay.

Sau khi dém nguwoc, t6i bam nut khai hoa. Mot luong khéi xdc ra ti day
tén Itra nhung khong co gi tiép theo nita. To6i kiém tra lai phan két ndi trong
16 cot roi thit lai lan nita. Tuyét nhién khong c6 gi dién ra. T6i thit cham
day dién vao hai cyc cia binh ac-qui va mot tia Itva dién xet ra. Vay van dé
khong phai ¢ day. “Ping c6 ra ngoai do,” Quentin goi giat lai khi thay t6i
mo ra ngoai va quan sat qua tén ltta qua 6ng nhom. “L& n6é dang chay am i
thi sao.”
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Pam dong bén duwong té vé sot rudt. Toi thay Pooky buwéc ra, vac khau
sung treong 22 ly trén vai. Han ta quy xu6ng sau tang da va vao tu thé
nham ban. “Con 6ng cht oi!” han hét 1én. “Cau muon t6i ban khong?” Chi
nghe vai tiéng thoi la t6i biét ngay han dang say.

To6i xua tay ra hiéu cho Pooky dirng manh dong. T6i nghi rang minh da
biét nguyén nhan réi. “Té nghi cai nut bac da roi ra ro6i. Chac la phan c6
cong khong gitt chat dugc no.”

“Vay bon minh phdi lam gi bay gio?” O’Dell t6 vé lo lang, nhin sang
khan gia dang lao xao cau nhau vé sy cham tré. Mot s6 nguwdi khac dang
buwdc ra nhap hoi vGi Pooky, chang cé ai té vé than thién ca. Toi khong biét
c6 phai dé la ddm cong nhan that nghiép ma han ta dang lanh dao hay
khong.

Pooky tién gan hon, lam lam khau sting truong nho, nhu thé qua Auk toi
nghiép cua bon t6i dang san sang tan cong han bat ¢ Iic nao. “Quy tha ma
bat may di, thang oat con nha Homer. Chang lam gi dugc nita roi phai
khong,” han goi.

“Chung ta phai ra ngoai stta no lai thoi,” toi bao.

“Ro6i cho ca bon bi nd tan xac ra a?” Roy Lee héi. “T¢ khong nghi thé
dau.”

“Té biét bon minh c6 thé lam gi r6i,” Sherman bdo va lam ngay.
Sherman cung t6i treon sat dat, che chan bang chiéc khién thiéc phé liéu
g0 ra tir noc 10 cot. Pooky nhin ching to6i r6i cwdi vang, va dong bon cua

han cling hua theo. “Bon may trong giong mdy con rua bang bac qua,”
Pooky hét 16n.
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T6i bo ngoai tai 101 ché nhao cta han. Khi t6i va Sherman chi con cach
Auk mot sdi tay, toi can than quan sat phan chan dé cia né. Mot vét den con
nam do, kéo dai dén tan bo thang bang. Khong con chit ddu hiéu nao cua
khoi nita. Sgi day crém con nam lai trong phan bi chdy cta nit bac da bi
roi ra hodc bi vang ra badi sy thoat khi khong thanh. T6i can trong 16i sgi
day vé ro6i ti mi xem xét. N6 da bi 6xy hoa va trd nén vo dung. T6i c6 mang
theo vai sgi tim phdo cti, toi can than day né vao qua tén ltta dén khi cam
nhan dugc né da cham dugc tdi 16p zincoshine. “Sherman, sgi tim phao
nay da 3 nam r6i. T¢ nghi 1a né sé chay rat nhanh. Mot khi da cham ngoi
thi bon minh phai phéng di that nhanh day. Cau san sang chwa?”

Sherman gat dau. “San sang r6i.”

Toi cham ngoi. N6 16e sang. Ching t6i chang kip lam gi ngoai viéc up
mat xuoéng bai than cam. Pooky vira dén gan hon va chang kip lam nhw vay.
Ap lyc phéng 1am hin ngd vat ra, hdn bat nguoi day, ri 1én roi chay thuc
mang vao 16 c6t, run ray nup trong do. Auk XXIV bay mat dang, ddam dong
cung ahhh 1én, may dita kia chay ra 16i hai ching t6i vao. “Tinh gio di,” t6i
thét 1én, tai con lung bung vi vira vuc madt vao than cam.

“Ba muoi gidy roi va tiép tuc dém,” Roy Lee bdo.

“Chwa nhin thay né!” Billy bao cdo vdi may kinh vi trong tay. “Chd d3,

»
!

thdy roi kia

T6i nhin 1én vét khéi nhé mau vang nhat. Phan lwu huynh zincoshine
phia trén dang lam t6t nhiém vu ctia nd, chi cho bon t6i biét vi tri hién tai
cta tén Ita. N6 van con bay 1én cao hon. “Bon muai tam gidy,” Roy Lee

bao cdo khi qua tén Itra bat dau roi xudng, lan nay thi dap 1én bai than cam.

“Hai nghin nam tram chin mwoi mét,” t6i néi sau mot Idc tinh nham.
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Pooky ditng canh 16 c6t, phui phti cdi c6 4o do ban, tay cam nong sung.
“Li bay bi dién hét r6i phai khong?” han bao va phun ba thudc ra bén canh
16 cot. Han gio sung ban chi thién mot phat. “Nhin thdy khong, tao vira
phong 1én troi mot thit cao hon tén lira ctia bon may ddy.” N6i r6i han quan
sat bon t6i, mat lac ca ra, con mat thi nhan nhé gwong cwoi. “Con lao
Homer c6 tién dé ché tao tén lra trong khi nhitng ngudi con lai trong thi
tran thi sap chét déi tdi noi.”

Quentin ha bon téi xudng, t6i bé madc Pooky va dén bén canh cau ay.
Quentin da dao qua tén lira 1én va dang ditng xem xét phan miéng. Toi
cling tho mat vao. C6 nhitng vét 16m nhung sw an mon da gidam thiéu dang
ké. Bon t6i nhin nhau, cung nhdn rang cuwoi. “V6 cung phi thuong,”
Quentin hu léen.

DEM PO, t6i ngdi trong hdi trudng nhin nhitng doi trai gai 1a lwét giita
diéu nhac caa da tiéc Noel. Ban nhac dén tiv Bradshaw that song dong va
day mau sac. Toan bd cdc nang déu mdc mau nhat vGi nhitng chiéc dam
sang trong c6 vay 16t dai ma ho hay me ho may cho. Con cac chang thi déu
madc lé phuc va that ca-vat. Chgt mot bong ao hong xting xinh day ren budc
xuong va ngoi canh téi. Ra la Melba June Monroe, hoc 16p 11, rat xinh xan.
Nang nhin t0i, con toi cting da thich nang tr lau. “Chao anh, Sonny,” nang
thi tham. “Ngudi di cing em that chan ngat, chang thdy béng dang cau ay &
dau nita. Sao mot cau bé tén Itra manh mé lai di du da tiéc mot minh nhi?
Anh mu6n nhdy khong?”

Di nhién la t6i muon, t6i con muodn dwa nang vé trén bang ghé sau trong

xe Roy Lee nita kia. Va rot cudc toi da thyc hién ca hai. Ding la niém ty
hao cua Nhitng Cau Bé Hoa Tién.
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VAO THANG GIENG NAM 1960, bao chi ding vai muc tin nhé vé sy
xuat hién tai Charleston cia mot thwong nghi si dén tir Massachusetts,
nguoi dang tranh ct chic téng théng M§. Ong tén John F. Kennedy. Mot
thugng nghi si khac, ngai Hubert H. Humphrey & Minnesota, cting dv dinh
tranh ct. Bao chi cho biét, mién T4y Virginia sé bién thanh bai chién
treong trong cudc tranh ctr cua hai ngroi dan ong nay. Hinh chup Kennedy
cho thay 6ng c6 nu cudi tré tho va mot mé toc day. Theo t6i thay thi 6ng
qua nho thé khi ditng trong dam dong ctia mién Tay Virginia, ngay ca vdi
nhitng nguwoi dan hao nhoang trén Charleston ciing vay. Khi toi nghe nhitng
cau trad 10i cta 6ng trong mot chwong trinh truyén hinh ctia Charleston va
Huntington thi thdy 6ng néi giong miii v6i am sac la va cting khong phai
giong My chuan. T6i chang twdng twgng dugc ai sé vui long bau ctr cho
ong ay nita. Vao mot budi t6i day tuyét roi cudi thang 2, ngay ca B6 cling
bi mac ket & nha va bat chot bung nd sau khi doc bao. “Thang cha gia Joe
Kennedy kiém nhiéu tién tir viéc ban rwgu 1au roi bay gio doi mua lai ca
mién Tay Virignia cho con trai ctia han a. Xem nao, cling c6 thé han ta lam
duge. Pang Dan Chu trong cai bang nay c6 thé dé dang bi mua chudc ma
thoi.”

Dot nhién tdi c6 cam giac sé co thé tro chuyén vé chinh tri v6i B6 mac
du nhitng van dé khac thi khong thé. T6i danh bao noéi: “Néu nhw 6ng ay
giau c6, ong dy sé rét tien xuong bang nay ma,” t6i dé nghi ra vé tng ho
Joe hay John F. Kennedy. “Chung ta c6 thé tan dung né & day ch.”

“Bon chiing 12 loai nguoi toi té nhat trén thé gi6i ndy ddy.” Ong dap. “Va
tién cda ching thi cling do ban lam.”

T6i cam thay kha kha khi hai B6 con c6 thé trao doi y kién ctng nhau.
Toi tiép tuc noi rang toi nghi loai ngwoi téi té nhat phai la ngwoi Nga méi
ding. Chang phai ngay nao ching t6i cling nom ndp lo s¢g bom H ctia ho sé
tl* trén troi roi xudng hay sao, c6 khi con tring ngay phia Nam ctia mién
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Tay Virginia nay ay chit? To6i dwa ngwoi ra sau, chd dgi nhitng y kién tiéu
cuc vé nguoi Nga tit Bo, nhwng nhitng gi 6ng ndi lam t6i bat ngo.

“Co nhiéu nguoi My lam B6 lo s¢ hon la bon Nga ay.” B6 noi. “Nhw
nhitng tén luon nghi c6 thé dung ap lyc cia chinh pha dé bat budc ching ta
lam nhitng diéu trai v4i luan thwong dao 1y.”

“Luan thuong dao ly gi a?” Toi tw hdi nhwng khdng c6 cau trd 10i vi Bo
van tiép tuc mach chuyén.

“Nhitng tén tham lam cling 1a loai ma con phai de chirng. Bon chung thu
mua cd cong ty chi dé chon vui né xudng dat. Ching chi cho minh lam viéc
bon ngay mot tuan nhwng doi héi thanh qua cta bay ngay.”

T6i biét Bo6 dang noi vé thyc t€. Toi dinh mé miéng n6i nhung ong tiép
tuc noi. “Mot s6 ngwoi sé ndi véi con rang nhitng nguwdi tham lam va nhitng
nguwoi co long trac an dang dau tranh v@i nhau, nhwng B6 mudn cho con
biét & day la khong phéi nhw vay. Ho chi di trén hai dwong thang song song
ma thoi va ca hai sém mudn roi ciing pha hay céi dat nwéc nay.”

Sau d6 t6i nhé dén co ngoi sach ctia B6 trén l1au. Ong da c6 dinh kién
trong dau la toi sé khéng thé ra di va cling khong muon diéu dé xay ra.
Trong khi t0i dang tim c& dé chuon ra ngoai thi 6ng nhoai ngudi tGi va du
doan, “Dwight David Eisenhower sé la vi tong thong tot nhat ctia dat nuéc
nay, va chac 1au 1am nita m@i cé lai mot nguwdi nhw vay.”

Ngay sau d6, mot vién dan bay véo vao cira s6 phong khach, vut qua trén
ghé ngay vi tri dau B6 ltic ndy va cam phap vao twong.
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23. HOI CHQ KHOA HOC

Auk XXV

BO ME cuing nhin vao cai 16 trén twong roi dén 16 nhé trén tam kinh cira
sO va thi tham ban thdo vGi nhau phwong cach khac phuc. Sau khi vién dan
no thi da co tiéng banh xe rit 1én trén dwong, nén hinh nhw hung tha da tron
chay xu6ng thung lling r6i. “Mat chit vita va son sé va dugc chd nay,” Bo
no6i khi nhin 16 thung trén twong. “Con kinh trong xwdéng moc ¢ nha than.
Anh sé kéu McDuff cat cho minh m6t manh.”

Me ngam nghia phan boc ghé bi vién dan lam rach mot dwong dai. “Em
sé cat hét phan chi 10i ra roi dap lai, sé khong c6 ai nhan thay dau.”

To6i chang thé tin dwgc vao sy binh tinh cia ho trong khi minh dang vira
run sg, vira gian dit. Cé ai d6 da ban chung t6i! “Goi Tag di!” t6i yéu cau.
“Anh ay sé tim ra tht pham.”

B6 nhin nhw thé t6i vira chui tir dwdi dat 1én. “Néu khong phai la Pooky
Suggs thi 1a mot trong nhitng tén say xin di theo han lam btra théi. Tag a?
Ching ta dirng dé cau dy day vao vu nay. Bo khong muon cau ay bi thuwong
dau.”

Me lang Ié quét kinh v& vao ki hot rac. Ba béao toi lay may hut bui don
that sach nhitng manh kinh vun duéi cita so, sg chiing sé dinh vao chan
mdy con méo. Sau d6 ba dan bang keo vao 16 thing trén ctra kinh. Bo vira
trd 1én tir ting ham, mang theo mot can bot mat-tit va trét vao cai 10 trén
twong. “Dé nd kho di anh sé cha phang lai roi son 1én,” 6ng vira n6i vira lui
lai ngam nhin tdc pham ctia minh. “Sé chang ai nhan thay vét tich gi nita.”
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Sau khi don dep sach sé phong khach, Me ng6i xu6ng tredc mat Bo, 6ng
dang ngo6i vao chiéc ghé khac va tiép tuc doc bado. “Homer, ching minh
phai dén bai bién Myrtle théi,” ba tuyén b6 nhu sét danh ngang tai.

B0 ngwdc mat nhin lén. “Ching minh sé di,” 6ng cau may. “Vao ki nghi
cua cong nhan.”

“Y em néi 1a trugc d6. Ching ta c6 thé di vao thi bay, & d6 ngay Chu
nhat va vé lai day vao th hai,” ba néi. “Ham mé sé khong gap van dé gi
néu anh chi vang mat c6 may ngay dau.”

B6 hoang mang. “Tai sao minh lai phai dén bai bién Myrtle vao lic nay
ch?”

Me chong nanh va bao. “Em sé mua nha & day.”

Day 1a mot trong nhitng 1an hiém thay B6 t6 ra béi réi that sy. Ong dit to
bao xudng dui. “Ta...tai sao chiing ta lai can nha & bai bién Myrtle co chi?”

“Khong phai cho ching ta, ma 1a cho minh em thoi. Em chi can anh
xuong do ky gidy to. Ho sé khong chiu ban cho em néu khong c6 chir ky
cua anh.”

“Elsie, chiing minh lam gi c6 du tién dé mua nha & bai bién Myrtle hay
bat c noi nao khac.”

Me 16i ra mot quyén s6 mau den tir trong tdi ao tap dé réi quang lén dui
BO. “Pay la tai khoan tiét kiém ctia em & Welch. Trong 20 nam qua, thang
nao anh ciing dwva tién dé em thanh todn hoa don. Em cling da thyc hién
moi viéc, ngoai ra em con choi c6 phiéu. Bay gid thi em c6 thé mua ca 2
can nha néu em mudn ay chi.”
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B6 m& s6 ra va lwét nhin bang con mat con to cia 6ng. Ong lat dén trang
cudi cung va nhin vao con s6 trong dé. “Lay Chua t06i, Elsie! Em 1ay bao
nhiéu tién tir dau ra vay?”

“Em noi r6i. T co phiéu.”

“Co phiéu? Nhuw & New York ay a?”

Me gat dau. “Ngudi moi gidi cia em & Bluefield. Em da lién lac v&i ong
ay sudt nhiéu nam nay trong khi anh cam cui lam viéc.”

B0 c6 gang lam 1o sy viéc. “Em mua c6 phiéu nao - than va thép a?”

Me cuoi sang khoai. “Lam on di Homer. Hay danh gia em cao mot chuit.
Khong dau, em tap trung vao nhitng gi co ich cho 1t tré, vi du nhw Bang ca
nhan. Em da mua cé tdn c6 phiéu cua cong ty san xuat ra mat hang tot

nhat.”

Me da dap tat sy co gang niu kéo thuyc tai cia B6. “Con anh thi cling
dinh sau khi nghi hvu -”

“Em khong thé cho dén lic do,” Me budn ba dap. “Du sao di nita, anh ¢
¢ lai day lam viéc dén sttc cung luc kiét di. Con em thi khong, em sé dén
song & bai bién Myrtle.”

B0 that su bi soc. “Em bo roi anh a?”

“Hay xem nhu em dang chuan bi nha cho tu6i gia caa ching ta di. Em sé
vé day vao moi ki nghi hodc khi nao anh that sy can em.”

“Con may dtta con thi sao?”
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“Jim thi di r6i. Em cling c6 rat nhiéu tién dé lo cho Sonny vao dai hoc
néu nhu n6 muén di. Va em sé ¢ day dén khi né di.”

B6 van con rat mo ho. “Nhung néu nhw vay thi moi ngwoi ¢ Coalwood
sé ndi nhu thé nao vé minh?”

Cau tra 10i ctia Me lam ca t6i va Bo giat minh. “Homer,” ba dap giong
ngot ngao, “em cha quan tdm me gi dén nhitng diéu ho noi ca.”

TRONG CUQC HOP CUA BCMA tai giang duwong & Big Creek sdng
hém sau, t6i lién tuc ngat 16i Billy vi doan chac rang tin titc cia minh sé
quan trong hon bat ctt diéu gi cau dy dang muén noi. T6i ké cho bon né
nghe vé vu no sung roi két lai cau chuyén, “N6 xuyén qua cira kinh, bay
ngang ghé ctia Bo t6 roi lam thung mot 16 16n trén twong.” Pwong nhién la
c6 chut cwong diéu roi. Nhung t6i khong nhac gi dén viéc Me mua nha &
bai bién Myrtle vi t6i van chua tin n6 sé tr@ thanh sy that.

“N6 la loai dan gi thé?” O’Dell hoi.

“Loai 22 ly! Me t& cay no tu trong twong ra.”

“Hai hai ly a?” O’Dell cuoi. “Do chi la sung hoi ma thoi.”

“U, nhung ma né ciing bay sat dau B6 t& con gi,” tdi vira néi vira nim
chat tay lai, cam thay hoi buc minh vi O’Dell nhan dinh vé vu n6 sting mot
cach vo tu nhv vay.

Ro6t cudc Billy cling chen dugc tin titc cia minh ngang nhitng 16i huyén

thuyeén cua toi. “Cac cau c6 nghe ndi co Riley bi bénh khong? Mot loai ung
thu thi phai.”
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T6i nin bat, mém ha hoc ra. Toi nghe nhw rudt gan minh 16n nguwgc hét
ca lén. “Cau noi cai quai gi vay?” toi hoi gang.

“Thay Turner n6i cho Emily Sue, r6i nhé ay néi lai cho t6.”

Moi thit d6t nhién tré nén that logic. Sau ki nghi Noel dén nay thi co6
Riley da khong con ditng giang bai nita, co chi ngoi bén ban réi kéu bon toi
l1én lam thi nghiém. Mot lan no, vao thang 2 phu day tuyét trang, c6 roi
khoi 16p hoc va khong trd lai. Chi c6 thay Turner vao bao bon toi ti hoc hét
chwong sach con lai va git trat ty, tuyét nhién khong gidi thich 1y do gi vé
s vang mat cta co. Lic d6 sac mat cta thay nhot nhat nhw vira nhin thay
cai gi khung khiép lam, va chang dita nao c6 thé twéng twgng ra diéu gi co
thé doa dugc thay Turner ca.

Trong gid vat ly hom do, t6i c6 gang khong nhin cd Riley nhung khong
thé kim dwgc va bi ¢o6 bat gap vai lan. Co that xanh xao, cdp mat sung hup.
Sau gio hoc, co goi toi lai noi chuyén. “Hom nay em ctt nhv dang cach xa
nghin ddm vay,” c6 bao.

T6i tranh khong héi vé bénh ung thw cia ¢6. Mot tinh cach giong Me da
an sau vao trong toi la khong bao gio chdo mii vao viéc cua nguoi khac.
Néu nhw c6 Riley mudn cho t6i biét thi c6 sé ty néi. “Em dang nghi vé hoi
chg khoa hoc a,” t6i dap, it nhat ciing c6 phan that. N6 cling van chi la
nhitng y nghi thodng qua. T6i chang biét phai dién thuyét cai gi va nhu thé
nao nita.

“Co cling dinh trao doi v6i em vé hdi chg do,” c6 n6i. “Em biét ma, chi

c6 mot cai tén duge dang ky théi. Nhung em lai dién hét tén cac thanh vién
trong nhém vao. Co da phai thay d6i va chi c6 mot minh tén em thoi.”
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“Nhung tat ca bon em cung ché tao tén Itta co ma.” T6i phan déi. “Em
nghi sé rat ki cuc néu nhw chi c6 minh em dién thuyét trong hoi chg.” Lic
nay, toi chgt nghi dén hy vong ctia Quentin dwgc moi ngwdi nhan biét dé co
tién vao dai hoc.

“Em sé dai dién cho moi ngudi tai héi chg,” c6 qua quyét. “Vi em la
ngwoi hiéu ro nhat.”

“Quentin cling c6 thé lam dwgc ma,” t6i noéi. “Cau ay cling biét nhiéu
nhu em.”

“Co6 thé vay,” cd6 mim cwoi. “Nhung em biét Quentin ma. Cau ay ldc nao
cling cO6 gang qua mitc, va c6 kha nang sé lam mat long ban giam khao vi
nhitng ti* ngt* ma cau ay hay dung.”

Toi nghét mat deng nhin c6. Co trd nén nghiém trang va bdo toi. “Co
doan rang em da nghe néi c6 dang bi bénh.”

CO nhw vira dat ca 10 tan than 1én vai t6i. “Vang a!” t6i budt miéng thot
1én. “Cé gi khong 6n vay c6?”

Co bat dau gidng giai. “C6 dang bi bénh Hodgkin. N6 la mot loai ung thw
tan cong vao bach cau. Pay nay.” Co6 cam tay toi dat 1én c6 c6. “Pay la noi
dau tién c6 cdm thay bi swng phu. Thay céi cuc ndi 1én khong? D6 la mot
trong nhitng chod bi ung thw day. C6 cam thdy mét mai su6t ca nam hoc nén
da doan la c6 van de. Bén khi bac si kiém tra thi md&i xac dinh dwgc can
bénh.”

To6i rut tay lai, cam thdy s¢ hai khi phai dung vao cai vat kinh khing

dang hién hitu trong co thé ctia co6. T6i chang biét gi hon vé ung thu ngoai
viéc n6 sé giét chét minh. Nhung r6i to6i chgt nhé B6 da chong lai dugc

https://thuviensach.vn



bénh ung thv rudt cta ong. Cé co may co Riley cling sé vugt qua bénh
Hodgkin nay cha. “Co sé khong sao chir a?”

Co chong khuyu tay xuéng ban, dwa hai tay d& lay dau. R6i c6 nhuéng
may lén, nhin vao mat t6i. “C6 khong biét nita, bénh Hodgkin c6 thé thuyén
giam. Nghia la ¢6 van sé mang nhitng cuc buéu dé nhung khong con bénh
ndng nita. Con bay gid, c6 chi c6 thé rang chiu dung ma théi.”

Nghe c6 vé con hy vong. “C6 c6 phai lam phau thuat khong a?”

“Khong, chang can lam gi cd. Bac si chi bao c6 phai giit gin sitc khée
cho tot. Ngt nhiéu, thich an gi thi an, dai loai la nhw vay. Diéu té hai nhat la
c6 khong thé gitp gi cho em vé hdi chg khoa hoc dwge. Sau mot ngay day
hoc, c6 chang thé nao m& mat ndi nita. Gid didy em phdi tw chuan bi moi
th r6i ddy. Em c6 thé lam dugce khong?”

T6i cling khong chac nita nhung ¢ tra 10i, “Vang duwogc, thuva c6,”. Lic
nay thi chudng reo bao gid vao tiét hoc sau, va c6 xua tay ra hiéu cho t6i di.

“Chi em biét chuyén nay théi day nhé,” cd bdo.

T6i vang mot lan niva ro6i voi va xudng sanh, chi con vai hoc sinh cu6i
cung dang lwét nhanh vao 16p hoc. Toi di ngang phong thay Turner, diéu
ma mot hoc sinh di mudn chang bao gi® muén lam. Thay nhin thdy t6i
nhung chang néi gi, thdm chi con gat dau, mat buén ba. Chac thay biét toi
via @ dau.

“SONNY, chu vitra dwgc 1énh tir Lién minh Cong nhan khéng duwoc ché
tac tén Ittra cho chau nita,” cha Caton goi dién thoai bdo. “Bon chui sé biéu
tinh vao ngay mai.”
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T6i choang vang. “Cha lam xong cho chau chwa a?” t6i hoi chd. Cha dy
1é ra dang phai ché tac Auk XXI cong thém nhiéu loai miéng, than va choép
tén Itta cho t6i thuyét trinh & hoi chg khoa hoc.

“Chwa. Ferro bat bon chi nhanh tay hoan thanh cong viéc cho khu mé
sau khi nghe théng tin vé cudc biéu tinh.”

“NO sé kéo dai trong bao lau a?”

“Khodng 24 gio dong ho,” Bo noi khi di ngang qua phong gidi lao. “N6
chang kéo dai dugc bao lau dau.”

Cha Caton nghe dwgc 101 B6. “B6 chau sai r6i Sonny. Lan nay khong
phai la mot cudc biéu tinh tw phat dau. Tat ca nhitng dau ndo cia Lién minh
Cong nhan déu dong tinh ting hd. N6 sé kéo dai day.”

To6i chao tam biét chi Caton roi lai gap B0, 6ng dang ngoi trén ghé banh
doc bdo - bay gio né da dugc doi xa khéi ctra s6. “Dtung cé lam phién Bo,”
ong canh bao. “B6 khong gy ra cudc biéu tinh nay va cting khéng thé ngan
can n6. Nhung xwdng kim khi dién may van mé civa. Caton hay ai d6 muon
lam viéc thi c lam.”

“Chu ay khong thé chong lai Lién minh Cong nhan dwoc.”
“U, thi b6 ciing c6 lam dugce gi dau.”

“B0, con can sy giup dd. Con can phai san sang cho hoi chg khoa hoc
vao tuan t6i. Con phdi cé dugc nhitng thit chi Caton dang ché tac cho con.”

Ong van dan con mit t5t vao t& bdo, mat con lai thi nhdm nghién. Cach

day mot nam ca thi trdn déu tung ho sy anh diing ctia 6ng, gio day, khi moi
chuyén qua di, nhiéu ngudi chi con cho 6ng la mot lao gia mot mat kho
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chiu. “Xin 16i cau nho, B6 chang thé ngan can lién minh biéu tinh bang bat
cU’ gia nao.”

Toi thong bao tinh hinh cho BCMA vao sang hom sau. Chung toi thao
luan va 1ap mot ké hoach. N6 rét rai ro nhung téi chang thé nghi duoc gi
khac hon.

Pém do, xwdng kim khi dién may van khong khoa nhw moi khi; Sherman
ding cho t6i dap xe t6i. Bon t0i mé& cita, bat cong tac dén né-ong, ndé nhap
nhay roi phu tran anh sdng xanh lén nhitng hang may tién, may khoan. T6i
tim thdy may tién cta chi Caton va dat mot thanh sat 1én do nhw tirng thay
chid lam. To6i 14y dung cu cat roi dat né vao cai khuon cha ay ché tac dac
biét cho miéng tén Itra ca bon t6i. T6i cho may tién hoat dong. Vét cat dau
tién cling tam tam nhuwng dén phan géc trong thi dung cu lac lv r6i bi ket
lai. “Khon kiép that!” t6i lam bam day that vong. To6i dirng mdy tién, rit
thanh sat ra va quang xudng san xi-mang.

Sherman nhdt 1én r6i man mé thanh sat hong trén tay. “T¢ khong nghi 1a
n6 lai kho dén vay.”

T6i lau mo6 héi trén tran bang chiéc khan ran. “Té cling vay,” toi thira
nhan.

T6i 1dy mo6t thanh sat mdi r6i thir lai. T6i cling cat dwgc phan dau tién
nhuwng dén phan goc trong thi thanh sat trat ra khéi khuon, dung cu cat chui
tot vao trong va gay lam déi. Mot gio dong ho troi qua roi ma toi chang lam
dwgc gi ngoai viéc cho ra hai thanh sat héng.

Lic doé cira xwdng hé mé va chi Caton luon vao trong, ngén tay dat 1én

moi. T6i muén 6m cham lay chi nhwng di nhién la khong lam vay. Chua
quan sét thanh qua té hai ctia bon t6i. “Cling khéng t6i,” chd thi tham. “U,
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cat phan géc trong ay gian nan lam. Sao cac chau khong vé nha di? Bing
c6 cho ai biét vé viéc nay nhé?”

Di nhién la bon t6i dong y. Sherman va t6i chui ra ctra bién vao dém den
lanh gia, am wét. To6i dap xe ngang Club House, Big Store, qua cau trong
bong t6i lang td. Khi tién dén gan nhitng day nha nho doc bo song, toi gap
mot dam nguwdi dang tu tap trudc hién nha cua Pooky. Mot s6 khac ngoi
trén mui xe tai dau bén kia dwong. “Thang con Homer,” t6i nghe ai do goi,
vOi cam cui dap that nhanh. T6i nghe c6 tiéng ctta dong sap sau lung, tim
toi dap nhanh hon khi nghe thém tiéng buéc chan, nhung r6i né im bat.

Toi tiép tuc dap xe di. Mot chiéc xe chay theo sau toi, chot lao 1én trwdc
boc dau r6i dirng lai bén vé duwong. Toi nhan ra ba dita vira ra khoi xe. Tui
né déu la con ctia mdy nguwoi cong nhan that nghiép, cé ca Calvin, con trai
cta Pooky. Calvin la mét trong s6 may dita tirng danh toi trong thoi gian
hoc tiéu hoc mo6i khi c6 biéu tinh dién ra. Nhwng nhitng ngay ay da qua lau
lam ro6i nén t6i khong dé tam nita. Con bay gio thi bon né qua dong, khong
thé choi thang lai dugc, nghi vay tdi bén phéng vut qua ching, vit lai xe
dap roi trén khéi anh dén duong va chay lén doi. O trén d6 c6 duong tit
qua doan duwong dat dé dan dén truvong Coalwood, va toi cé thé an minh
trong bong dém. Khi 1én tdi phan dudng, t6i ndp vao dam cé dai moc cao
ngut roi ngobi li trong d6 dén lic nghe thay bon chiing chay ngang qua.
“Sonny?” bon n6 goi. “Bon tao chi mudn no6i chuyén véi may théi.”

T6i thira thong minh dé khong bi mac bay. Sau vai phut im lang, t6i mo
vé cho cii, leo 1én xe dap, di vong ra con dwong phia sau vé nha. TGi nha,
toi vui minh vao chan dm, chi con vai tiéng nita la phai thitc day bat xe
buyt dén truong roi. Mat mot Itic sau t6i méi chim vao giac ngt, trong mao,
toi thay Me, B0, c6 Riley, chi Caton va ca Calvin Suggs an hién. Chang c6
gi On ¢4, ca thé gidi ngd nghiéng.
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BAO CHI néi ring dinh cong & Coalwood chi 1a mot trong hang loat
hanh dong n6 ra xuyeén su6t tinh. UMWA luon khét tiéng vé viéc thiéu thon
tién bac cho biéu tinh nén nhiéu gia dinh phai lu6n san sang déi mat vai
hoan canh kho khan. Poi quan Citu t€ lam hét sitc c6 thé dé ciru gitp lwong
thue, nhung t6i nghe Me xi xao qua hang rao v6i ba Sharitz la nguoi dan &
khap noi, ké ca Coalwood, roi sé 1am vao canh déi kém. Cau lac bo Phu nit
cling déng ting gié lwong thuc va chuyén di cttu té€. Me gitp trong khau
chuan bi nhung khong tham gia viéc van chuyén vi ba biét rang ho sé phan
no khi thay ba.

Thoi gian ay dang vao mua tranh ct, Thugng Nghi si Kennedy va
Humphrey lam ndo dong ca tiéu bang trong viéc gianh ghé tong thong va
mot cudc khdo sat mang tam quoc gia da dién ra & mién Tay Virignia.
Nhiéu nguoi trong tiéu bang rat phan no khi phéng vién truyén hinh tran
vao va bado céo rang nguwdi dan ¢ mién Tay Virginia dang dot nat, ngheo
kho va bat lyc nhw thé nao. Ca Thuong Nghi si Kennedy va Humphrey déu
nghi rang gidi phdp cho mién Tay Virginia la: khéi dong su trg giap tw
chinh quyén lién bang bang cach cung cap lwong thyc mién phi va bo
nhiém thém nhitng chitc vu cho chinh quyén lién bang. Néu mién Tay
Virginia dong y bau ctt cho mot trong hai nguwdi ho thi sé c6 hang doan xe
tai ché lwong thuyce dén day. Khi Humphrey duwgc hoi vé s6 phan cta nhitng
nguwoi thg mo that nghiép, 6ng bao ho sé dwoc dao tao lai, va 1oi dap dé
nhan dwoc sy 6 vii nhiét liét. “Pao tao lai cho viéc gi co chit?” toi ty hdi
trong khi xem tivi & nha Roy Lee.

“Pao tao lai thg mé a.” Me Roy Lee cudi khi dang riva bat. “Dé chd xem
ho dung xdo thuat gi!”

B6 khong thé nao doc tiép bao nita. Ong quing td béo 1én ban dn ngay
khi t6i vira trd 1én t¢ phong thi nghiém. “Lién minh Céng nhan sé chang
bao gio c6 thé két thic cudc biéu tinh nay néu nhw ho c nghi nhitng sy
giup do dang that su tgi.”
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“Anh san sang tdi bai bién Myrtle chwa?” Me hoi.
“Tuan t6i di,” 6ng buc doc dap.

“Tuan tredc anh cling noi vay.”

“Anh phai ¢ lai day dé dam phan.”

“Cha co0 ai dam phan dau.”

To6i 1én phong, dong ctra lai r6i nam vat ra givong. Daisy Mae ric vao
khuyu tay t6i. Bung t6i dau that lai nhw mudn 6i mtra. Gan day toi rat hay
cam thay rudt gan minh 16n lao hét ca 1én. Moi thit nhw chong chat dé nang
1én nguoi toi.

MUA TRAN VE cling miia xudn nim 1960, dong thdi ddy 1én trong dan
chiing no6i lo vé 1t Iut. Van dé do nwéc mua dong lai trong nhitng ving
tring & bai than cam. Binh thuong thi cong ty sé cho md& dap cho nuéce tran
ra nhung trong thdi gian biéu tinh ho khéng thyc hién viéc nay. Rot cude
cling c6 mot cai dap nhé dugc mé ¢ vung triing gan Six. Mot sang thit bay,
toi giat minh thitc giac va chitng kién mot dong I nho chdy ngang khu mo,
xuong thung liing dén tan Big Store. N6 khong qua sau nén t6i van dap xe
di dugc, nhung khi dén nha chu Caton thi cling da lam t6i w6t siing nguoi.
Toi vong ra ctra sau roi go ctra, liéc ngang liéc doc xem c6 ai nhin thay
minh hay khéng. Cha Caton xudt hién, len 1én dwa t6i may cai miéng va
chép tén Itra chita trong tui dung bot bang vai. “Phan than chu dé ¢ 16i di
sau Xxuang, lan trong may cai 6ng binh thuwong day nhé,” chu bao.

T6i gat dau. Roy Lee lanh nhiém vu thu thdp va gidu ching trén bang
gh€ sau xe.
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Trén dwong téi vé nha, Calvin Suggs va hai tén ban than ctia han bat day
tir hién nha va bang qua duwong réi rugt theo t6i véi doi chan tran. Ti nita la
ching da chop dugc t6i, nhung toi quay tit cai tdi trén dau lam ching phai
cti xuéng dé tranh Viéc nay ciing gitt khong cho bon n6 lai gan dén khi
chiéc tui tudt khoi tay t6i va phéng thang xudng dong song.

T6i nhdy xudng xe va thoi mot cu that manh vao nguc Calvin. Qua bat
ngo, né ngoi phich xudng con dwong dang ngdp nwdc va nhin toi lao xuéng
nhanh séng duc ngau day bun dat va xody nuwdc. Con 1l xém chit da lam
t0i ngd nhao nhung t6i van ¢ tru lai va suc sao khap day song. Nhung t6i
chi mo dugc da, bun va nwdc lanh. Khi bo 1én v6i doi ban tay khong, toi di
thang dén Calvin va dam thém cho n6é mot ct nita. N6 nga bat ra, miii day
mau. Hai dia kia chay lai, toi mua may loan xa va bon no phai tan ra. Khi
Calvin 16m com bo day va co gang chop lay toi, toi bén an cui ché vao
swon n6 lam no lui lai. “Cau c6 van dé gi vay?” né thd hon hén, dua tay 1én
quet mau mii. Mat trdi ctia né dang sung lén.

“May lam tao danh mat miéng va chép tén Itta ro6i!”

“May dung cu tén lira cia cau a?”

“Pung, do thoai hda. Dung cu tén Itta ctia tao do!”

Ba thang nhoc cta Lién minh Cong nhan va toi ditng trong dong nuwdc
x04y trén duong va nhin nhau. Calvin chac chan sé s hitu con mat bam
tim s6m thoi. “Calvin, may dang lam cai khi gi vay?” Pooky hét toang lén
t hien nha.

“Hinh nhu thang con cia Homer cho con 6ng do dat roi ddy Pook,” mot
thg moé dang ngoi treedc hién nha budng 10i giéu cot.
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“Quy tha ma bat, Calvin, dap n6, dap cho n6é mot tran di.”

Calvin mdc ké bo né. “Xin 16i vi may dung cu cau vira danh mat,” n6 néi
ra vé rat hoi han. “T@... bon td that tinh chi muon néi chuyén vai cau thoi.”

T6i khong tin n6 va xiét chat nam dam. “Nao nao, gidi quyét cho xong

"’

ludn di

“Khi nwdc rit, bon td sé gitip cau tim lai d6 da mat,” n6 vira néi vira vuot
lai mai toc wat sting.

R6t cudc t6i da nhan thiy sé khong c6 cudc au da nao sé xdy ra. Toi nhin
xuong nhanh song day xody nudc. “Khdéng can dau. N6 mat r6i, cam on.”

“Calvin!”

“Im di B6!” Calvin giip to6i dung xe dap lén r6i ditng twa vao né.
“Sonny? Khi ciu 1én song va lam viéc & Cape Canaveral, cau vui long tim
viéc cho bon t& v&i nhé?”

May dita kia ciling gat gu, hy vong hién r6 trén khuon mat, mé téc dai
x0a xudng ngang mat. “Con 1au nita t¢ méi 1én dugc do,” toi dap.

Calvin budng xe toi ra. “Khong sao. Bon td sé ¢ day hay trong Quan
Doi. Cau sé tim thay bon t& thoi.”

T6i vira dap xe vira ngam nghi, mot phan thé gidi quen thudc trong qua
khit nhw vira tan bién trong t6i.

Hom sau, Me bao vira nghe tiéng go ctta nhe, khi ba ra thi thay Calvin bo
chay va dé lai mot cai tai vai w6t sting dinh day bun dat. Trong do 1a miéng

va chop ten Itra cua toi.
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CHIEU THU NAM tuan tiép theo, Me ché t6i qua ndi dén Hoi Chog
Khoa Hoc & Welch trén tinh McDowell. Chiéc Buick dugc chat day bang-
ron, ap phich va dung cu tén Itra cta t6i cho budi dién thuyét trong hoi chg.
Toi quyét dinh dat tén cho 16i vao quay trung bay ctia minh la Nghién Citu
Vé Ky Thudt Tén Lira Nghiép Dw. May dita kia di theo xe Roy Lee va gitp
toi vac moi thit vao trong phong thé thao ctia trrong Welch nam trén dinh
cta ngon doi déc. Thay Turner cho phép bon t6i nghi budi chiéu. Nhung
chi c6 Me gitip d& bon t6i, con c6 Riley da nghi 6m.

Bo6n choén lo lang, bon t6i dung 1én quay trung bay vdi mot tdm bang
bang soi thay tinh gap lam 3. Trén d6 t6i dan nhiéu ap phich biéu dién
nhitng tinh toan cho miéng tén lvta, dwong bay hinh pa-ra-pon cua tén lwa,
va nhitng phép tinh lwgng giac bon t6i st dung dé tinh do cao. T6i con
mang theo cac birc vé miéng tén Itra, phan than va phwong thitc hoat dong
cua ching nita. Con birc hinh cia Wernher von Braun dugc dat ¢ vi tri
trang trong nhat, va cudi cung la Auk XXV nam ngay phia trudc. Canh do la
nhitng miéng tén lta dwgc cha Caton bi mat ché tac. Qua la nhitng kiét tac
nghé thuat, nhitng duong cong cau ki téa 14p lanh anh bac dwdi anh den.

Bon toi quan sat nhanh nhitng déi thu ctia minh. Phan trung bay vé thuc
vat héa thach tim thay trong ham mé cua truong Welch cé vé la dang gom
nhat. “Chi la mot dong da cii théi ma,” O’Dell bao. “Chang c6 gi dang ngai

»

dau.

T6i khong chac 1am. M6i mau thue vat héa thach déu dwgce phan tich 16
rang, c6 ca biéu do tién hoa cua thyc vat tir thoi dai khung long dén nay.
T6i cam thdy dé la mot cong trinh tuyét hdo va c6 1é ban gidm khdo ciling sé
nghi nhu vay.
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Hoi dong Cong nghiép Pocahontas cho Nganh Gido Duc la nha tai trg
cua hoi chg nay, mot uy ban dwgc thanh lap béi nhitng doanh nghiép @
Welch va mot s6 mé than 16n khac. O’Dell goi ban gidam khao la “Nhitng
chinh tri gia chap phap ctia Welch,” mac ké n6 cé nghia gi. Ho c6 6 nguoi
va tao thanh mét nita vong tron trudc quay trung bay cda téi. Moi nguai
déu mang theo bia kep h6 so. “Em dén tr treong nao vay?”

“Big Creek thwa ong. Lop vat ly cta co Riley a.”

Mot trong sO ho liéc nhin phan than hoéa tién. “Em c6 bao gig lam no
tung cai gi chua?”

To6i chgt nghi dén hang rao vieon hong ctia Me va vo thive bat chéo ngén
tay lai. “Chung em rat can trong a.”

“Co phai em da gay ra dam chay ¢ Davy khong?”

“Thwa khong. Nguyén nhan la do phao hiéu ctia may bay a.”

“Cai gi thé kia?” mot vi giam khao khac hoi va chi vao miéng tén Ira.
To6i c6 co hoi dé dién giai vé cong dung ctia nd va cach tinh kich thwéc cho
no.

Mot vi gidm khéo liéc nhin tdm hinh ctia Braun. “T6i da doc vé cac em
trén to bao trong tiém tap héa. Cé vé cac em dang lam nhitng th dién r6
thi phai,” ong ta noi thém.

“IN0 bay cao bao nhiéu?” mot vi khac vira chi vao Auk XXV vira hoi.

“Em nghi khodng chirng 3 dam,” t6i dap roi giai thich co s& nham dwa ra
phan quyét do6 va lam cach nao dé tinh no khi can thiét.
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Sau vi giam khdo nén dé giay 16p cop, nhin nhau r6i cung htrmmm lén
mot tiéng. “Cé vé thit nay rat nguy hiém ddy,” nguwdi lic ndy bao bon toi
“dién ro” cat tiéng. Ong ta dirng lai, hi hody viét gi d6 roi di qua nhitng
quay trung bay khac.

“MAy ga thoai héa nay sé khong cho chiing ta thang dau,” O’Dell buéc
ra ti dang sau tdm bang trung bay réi kéu ca. “Cang khong sau khi cau néi
minh dén tr Big Creek.”

“Co vé thit nay rdt nguy hiém ddy!” Quentin lam bam. “Cai gi thudc vé
khoa hoc ma chang nhv vay?”

Néu la nhuw vay thi t6i vui vé chap nhan. T6i da lam hét sitc minh. Me dat
ching t6i di an trua tai tiém thudc & Flat Iron. Khi bon todi quay lai thi thay
ban gidm khdo dang ditng chd trwdc quay trung bay. Vi trudng ban giam
khdo bat tay va dwa cho t6i mot dai lya mau xanh. “Chiic mirng em,
Hickam,” 6ng bdo. “Cé vé nhuw em sé duwgc dén Bluefield dv chung két
day.”

“T¢ biét la ching ta sé thang ma!” O’Dell hét 1én réi cam lay dai lua
xanh tir tay t0i va lam mot diéu nhady khién cac vi giam khao bat cudi.

Me lang lé ditng sang mot bén, trén moi ba hién 1én mot nu cudi ty hao
day théa man. Ba 6m lay Quentin khi cau ay dén bén canh.

T6i van dang c6 lam quen véi sy that nay. Toi chwa thé hoan toan tin

dwgc. Chung t6i da thang! To6i néng long mudn néi cho cb Riley va ca Bo
biét ngay.

CA BUOI CHIEU HOM AY, B6 & sudt trong hAm mé cung nhitng déc
cong ctia minh kiém tra sy an toan. Me bdo sé néi v6i BO ngay sang hom
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sau. Ngay sau khi xudng xe buyt, toi chay vut dén 16p hoc ctia c6 Riley dé
bao tin. C6 dang ngbi bén ban. Khi nghe tin chién thang cta t6i, cd cuoi
that twoi va cho nguwdoi di bao tin véi thay Turner. Thay hiéu tredng tim gap
toi trong gio lich st va goi toi ra ngoai sanh. Thay nhin t6i cham cham.
“Thay vira thang vi gidam doc s& 5 dollar day,” thay no6i nhw dang cuoi.
“Cuoc thi tiép theo dién ra khi nao?” To6i cho thay biét vong chung két sé
dién ra & Bluefield sau hai tuan nita. “Phai di dat cugc thoi,” thay bao roi
chay nhu thé nhdy lon ton vé van phong.

Théng lgi tai Hoi Chg Khoa Hoc tinh lam chiing t6i n6i tiéng thém mot
chit. Cau lac bo Phu nit Coalwood madi bon téi dén phat biéu tai budi hop
hang thang trong can phong nam trén buu dién. Di nhién thay c6 cta ching
toi cling c6 mat. Mat ho anh 1én niém ty hao vo han. Quentin va t6i la
ngwoi phat ngén chu yéu, hang say dién giai vé nhitng khé khan khi giai
quyét nhitng phép tinh va hoa tién cta bon t6i bay nhw thé nao. Cac quy ba
vo tay khong nging. Tiép d6 ching t6i dugc moi xudéng Cau lac bo
Kiwanis & War va ciing tao 1én con sot & d6. Hoi treéng cau lac bo trao cho
bon t6i bang cap hung bién va xung danh ching t6i 1a “Niém vinh hanh cta
Hollows.”

Me cung B6 di xu6ng bai bién Myrtle vao thit sau, dé lai ca can nha cho
toi lam chui. Cudi tuan do ciling la budi da hoi cua hai cap tiéu hoc va trung
hoc. Khong cé chiéc Buick nhung chi Clarence dong y cho t6i muwon xe
hoi. Lan nay t6i moi Melba June, ngwoi da nhay véi téi trong da tiéc Noel,
di cung va nang nga ngay vao vong tay toi trong giang duong khi toi vira
ngo 10i. Luc dé toi nhin thay Dorothy dang ngéi mot minh quan sat bon t6i,
nhung nang nhanh chong ngoanh madt di. Theo 16i Roy Lee thi nang dang
cO ban trai mai dang hoc dai hoc, nhuvng moi chuyén cting khong duwgc
subn sé cho lam. T6i ¢6 tinh lam ra vé khong quan tam gi vé diéu nay nita.

Bon t0i cling 1én ké hoach phéng tén Itta vao cung ngay cua budi da hoi
va nhv thuong e, bai van suc tich cua Basil tu tap cac khan gia cua chung
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toi:

BCMA sé tiép tuc phong héa tién tai Cape Coalwood vao thit bdy nay.
Va chadc chdan la mét bubi trinh dién hoanh trdng khong thé bé 16. Phong
vién cua cdc ban dd nhiéu ldn miéu ta vé nhitng cuéc phiéu lvu vao khéng
gian cua ho, nhung phdi nhdc lai cho cdc ban rdng chdng diéu gi co thé
dodn trudc dugc moi khi mét qua héa tién roi khéi bé phong. Nhw nhirng ai
tirng chitng kién lan vira roi sé thdy dwoc hai cdu bé diing cam bo truon
duwdi dat voi tdm khién tw ché ctia ho nhu thé nao...

Moi ngudi tu tdp & bén kia dwong nhu thuwong 1€, chi khac la 1an nay ho
tach ra hai nhom rach roi: gia dinh cta cong ty va cta Lién minh Cong
nhan. Ching t6i givong cd va phéng hda tién. Auk XXV vit 1én bau troi va
dat dwgc do cao nhu dy doan, roi xuéng suodn sé, dap xuong gan cudi bai
than cam trong tiéng uych quen thuéc. Vu va cham lam phan than cong
veo, con phan chép thi v& vun. Toi da dua ra quyét dinh dap mot 16p vita
nhdo vao phan géc trong ctia miéng tén ltra, hy vong la né can bét nhiét.
Keét qua dat dugc that my man, chi cé vai 16 nho bi an mon qua phan c6 ma
th6i. Quentin liéc so qua roi dat tay 1én vai t6i. “Phi thwong Sonny a, that
phi thuwong.” Cau dy nhin t6i v&i anh mat that kinh trong. “Cau biét khong,
gio day td that sw nghi cau la mot cau bé hoa tién réi day.”

T6i don Melba June véi dba lan dai trén tay roi cing nhau cham rai buwéc
vao phong thé duc cuda treong Big Creek, that 1a mét cap xing doi. Chuing
toi tham gia hau hét cac diéu nhdy. Nhung t6i hoi that vong vi Dorothy
khong tham dy. Khi dwa Melba June vé nha, chiing t6i lwét nhanh qua
nhitng ngdi nha & Mercury, roi rot cudc nang ciing trao cho t6i mot nu hon
nong chdy truede khi budc 1én thém nha; noi b6 me nang dang kién nhan am
tham cho phit gidy nang say mé au yém nha khoa hoc hoa tién vira chién
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thang tai h6i cho khoa hoc troi qua. Ho m@ ctta ngay khi ban chan xinh xan
ctia nang vira dat 1én bac thang dau tién.

B6 me trd vé vao cudi ngay thit hai sau khi t6i da nga. Vao thit ba, khi
toi di hoc veé thi thdy Me dang di quanh nha v&i nu cuwdi thoa man trén moi,
con Bo lui cui trong géc t6i dung do dac cli dwéi tang ham, ong dang huyt
gio. Toi chwa nghe 6ng huyt gi6 bao gio, tham chi con khong biét ong co
thé lam vay nita. “B6 con sé nghi hwu,” Me dap khi nghe t6i thac mac vé
thai do la lung cta B6. “Ong 4y sé& kinh doanh bat dong san & bai bién
Myrtle. Ngay sau khi con 1én dai hoc vao mua thu nay thi bd me sé chuyén
nha luon. B6 me dang xem céi gi nén dem di va céi gi nén bé lai.”

C6 1é Me nhan ra su nghi ngo thoang qua trén madt t6i nén ba voi vang
khéng dinh. “B6 sé lam that ddy, Sonny. Ong &y di chiu dung qua du roi.
Ong Butler bdo B6 c6 thé cung hop tac.”

Dbiéu nay thi c6 ly. Chua Butler titng 1a k¥ suw cho cong ty, sau d6 cha nghi
viéc va bat dau kinh doanh bdt dong san & bai bién Myrtle. B6 phéng hai
bwdc mot 1én bac thang tang ham trong tdm trang ho héi vui twoi ma toi
chwa tirng thay bao gio, trir cai 1an may huédn luyén vién ctia mién Tay
Virginia dén chao mai Jim. “Anh khong nghi minh can thi¢ gi dwdi do dau,”
B0 no6i vé tang ham. “Chting ta c6 thé bé ludn cai may gidt. Du gi Sonny
cling lam céi nap sap bung ra mat roi. Ching ta sé mua do6 dac mdi.” Va
trong sy ngac nhién cta t6i, B6 6m cham lay Me.

T6i xuéng ham tron thém maot it chat ndé day. Daisy Mae xuat hién trén
quay ngam nhin t6i lam viéc. N6 bat dau khéu khéu tay t6i. T6i vo thitc
vu6t ve n6 nhung dang qua ban dé that si quan tdm dén n6. Mot lic sau, né
th6i khong phién t6i nita, tréo xudng va doi ra ngoai. Mirng vi dugc thoat
khoi sy phién todi, toi mé ngay cita cho no di ra.
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Sau do, t6i tré vé phong lam bai tap. Bong t6i cam thdy bung hoi non
nao va dau nhitc nhéi. C6 qua nhiéu tht dé chuan bi cho hoi chg &
Bluefield. T6i dinh nam dai ra givong nhung chgt nhé téi Daisy Mae dang
& ngoai, va khi c6 n6 cudén minh bén canh t6i cling 1a mot liéu thudc thw
gian hiéu qua. T6i bi mac ket trong mét bai hinh hoc cho dén khi nghe
tiéng xe rit trén con dwong d6i dién vdi tram nhién liéu va bang ngang nha
t0i. Nghe c6 vé dang rat voi va. Toi khong dé y lam va tiép tuc vui dau vao
bai toan khé. Bong t6i nghe tiéng ctta dong sam lai va ti€éng bé me xi xao
v6i nhau. “Em phdi néi cho Sonny biét thoi,” t6i nghe Me néi va chot doan
ra ngay su viéc.

Toi di xuébng ma chang can nghe ai goi. Me dang ditng dgi toi trong
phong giai lao, 6m con méo nhé bé trén tay. Than thé cia Daisy Mae trong
odt oeo, doi chan mém rii. Pau né twa vao nguwc Me, mat nham ho, mau
dang nho giot ra tit miéng. To6i khong thé nao buwdc lai gan hon nita, sy xtc
dong chgt dang 1én ngdp long. Mat toi hoa lén, tam tri t6i dién ddo nhw
dang bi nhan chim vao dong xody cua nhitng vét do va trang. To6i ngoi
phich xuéng ghé va nhin cham cham vé phia trwdc. Téi da dé né ra ngodi
la y nghi dau tién xudt hién trong dau toi. T6i da dé né ra ngoai. T6i da giét
chét né roi.

Ba Sharitz qua nha va nhan ra sy viéc vira xay ra. “N6 sé on thoi, Elsie,”
ba nhac di nhac lai. “N6 sé 6n thoi.”

To6i chgt giat minh trd vé thuyc tai va nhan thitc dwge moi thit. T6i divng
day, chay lén phong tam trén lau va bat dau non mta lién h6i nhw khong
thé nao dirng lai duoc.

Dén khi cdm thay minh c6 thé ctt dong lai, t6i ldo ddo buwdc xudng nha
dwéi. Khong khi trong nha that ngot ngat, chét chéc. Toi tim thdy Me dang
ngo6i mot minh trén ghé ¢ hién sau nha. Ba da bo Daisy Mae vao trong hop
dung giay va dat lén dui minh. Nhitng nam qua, da c6 bao nhiéu con meo
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dwgc chung toi chon cét trong hop giay roi nhi? Moi lan trudc, téi cung Jim
dem ching di chon trén nui va thi tham nhitng 10i cau nguyén cudi cung
tride cay thanh gia lam bang hai thanh go bach duong cot lai véi nhau. Va
bay gi®, lan dau tién trong doi, toi cdm thay nhd Jim, nhGd dén sitc manh va
su tap trung cao do cta anh trong doi tay khi lam viéc. T6i lang & xudng
ham 1ay xéng r6i trd lai hién nha. Me dwa t6i chiéc hdp ma chang noi gi.
T6i nhe nhang dat né xuéng duwéi goc cay tdo & san sau va bat dau dao. Bo
bwdc ra, lang im nhin t6i r6i 1én chiéc Buick phéng di dau dé. Dandy va
Poteet ng6i gan bén, run run ldng l€, thinh thodng rén 1én v &. Me ciing
bwdc ra va nhin t6i, nin lang. Khi t6i hoan tat viéc chon cat Daisy Mae thi
may difa khac da xuat hién, trtv Quentin. Cac cau dy dwoc théng bao bai
mang lwdi hang rao hau nhu néi két véi moi ngudi @ Coalwood.

Ca bon theo t6i 1én phong, nhin t6i ngoi bén mép giwong, than thd ngo
v6 dinh vé bic twong doi dién. Roy Lee 1én tiéng, “T¢ sé tim ra thu pham,
Sonny, va t& dam hita rang no sé phai tra gia cho viéc nay.”

Roy Lee dang am chi ai d6 da dam vao Daisy Mae. Tt ndy dén gio toi
chi nghi d6 la tai nan nhung treéc do toi da nghe tiéng banh xe rit trén
duwong. Chac chan tha pham n6 sting va gay ra viéc nay la cung mot nguwoi.

Toi gat dau nhung khéng ctr dong noi. Bay gio thi con y nghia gi nita?
Daisy Mae da ra di mai mai r6i. Toi con nhiéu nam dai dé song va gio day,
toi da bat dau cam thay nhé nhung t6i né roi.

NHUNG GIO HOC ctia tuan tiép theo trdi qua tdi trong sy mo ho. Roy
Lee ché chung t6i dén Bluefield tham gia hdi chg, va ca bon cung nhau
dyng nhitng tdm bang va quay trung bay. Mot lan nita, t6i d6i dap vGi ban
giam khao trong khi mdy di&a con lai lwgn 10 xung quanh. T6i néi ngan
ngon va tra 16i nhitng cdu héi cia ho ma chang quan tdm rang minh sé
chién thang hay khéng. Sau gid an trua, bon t6i quay lai dé nghe tuyén b6
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gidi thwdng. Giai ba va giai nhi lan lwgt duge cong bo. To6i chgt thidy da day
minh quén lai. Oi Chda oi, thoi roi, téi nghi. Chic ching t6i ching duoc
gidi gi roi. That 1a xau ho khi tr¢ vé Big Creek vdi hai ban tay trang. Ngay
sau khi ra khoi tinh ly nho bé ctia minh, bon t6i da sém tré thanh nhitng ké
bai tran hoan toan. Vi giam khdo ngang mat 1én va twra vao buc. “Giai nhat
thudc veé - va day la lan dau tién truong hoc nay chién thang, thwa qui 6ng
qui ba - Truong Trung hoc Big Creek, dai dién boi Homer Hadley Hickam,
Jr., v6i Nghién Cuitu Vé Ky Thudt Tén Lira Nghiép Du.

Quentin khong con kiém ché dwgc ban than minh nita, cdu dy nhdy dyng
l1én va ho hét “Hu htuuuuu!” trede khi tén to lui lai phia sau. O’Dell nhay
nho6t vong quanh, hai tay dwa 1én troi nhw vo si dam béc vira thang tran.
Roy Lee khtic khich cuwgi va bau chat 1ay tay t6i. Sherman cuwdi 16n va vo
tay. Billy dwa han vao ghé r6i dwa tay 1én lau tran, thd phao nhe nhom. Ca
khan phong v& oa trong trang phéo tay. Con to6i thi chi ng6i dé véi nu cuoi
ngd ngan trén mat. Khong thé tin dwgc. Chiing t6i dd chién thang! Chtng
toi dugc tham dy H6i Cho Khoa Hoc Toan Qudc roi!

“Té da bao cau ma, t6 da bdo cau ma, t& da bdo cau ma,” Quentin lién
tuc 1ap lai véi t6i cau noi Ay.

Khi moi viéc trg lai trat tw, ching t6i con dwgc thém mdot phan thuwéng
nita. Mot Thiéu td Khong Quan ding day va tuyén bo ching t6i vira dugc
ban ting gidi nhéat vi d “Xudt sic trong Linh vuc Lyc day.” Ong noi vé
buodi trng bay ctia bon toi va thira nhan rang chwa bao gio thay qua tén lira
nao tinh xdo dén nhu vay bén ngoai Cape Canaveral. “Ngai hoan toan ding
do, Thiéu ta gi!” O’Dell réo 1én inh 0i.

Sau budi 18 trao giai, thiéu ta dén bét tay tdi. Ong hy vong t6i sé& suy nghi

vé viéc gia nhap Khong Quan. To6i goi cd dam lai dé gidi thiéu, 6ng mim
cuoi bao, “Khong Quan Hoa Ky san long chao don tat ca cac chau.” Duong
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nhw 6ng khong dé y t6i cai chan tong teo ctia Sherman va sy vung vé dang
ngai cta Quentin.

Khi bon t6i vé nha thi troi d6 muwa trén nhitng con dwong ngoan ngoeo
trong thung liing va nhitng ngoi nha vay ban bui than cta tinh McDowell
va Mercer. May ham mo bén duong that im ang va trong trdi nhuw bi bd
hoang tir hang nghin nam trwdc. Chgt mot chiéc xe buyt chay vugt qua vGi
tdm bang rén in dong chit BAU HUBERT HUMPHREY LAM TONG
THONG dan hai bén than xe. N6 lam bén bun dat lén kinh xe bon ti. Roy
Lee nhan ga 1én mot chit dé tranh. Thém mot vai dam thi xe buyt dirng lai.
Mot nguoi bwdc ra vay tay chao dam dong bén dwong. T6i lai cam thdy
bung da non nao va dau nhitrc nhoi nhw mudn niit lam doi. Roy Lee dirng
lai dé t6i non mra. Khi toi trd 1én thi may dita kia da tréo 1én bo da. Hubert
Humphrey héa ra la mot ngudi dan ong tron tria nhé nhan, quai ham va
canh tay ong nhw c6 sgi day két ndi v4i nhau. Cang vay tay nhiéu thi miéng
ong cang néi khong ngirng nghi. Ong rom rém nuwéc mét va tuyén bd véi
dam dong rang néu 6ng dugc lam tong thong thi chinh quyén sé t6i day on
dinh moi viéc, tham chi sé true tiép diéu hanh néu can thiét. Sé khéng c6 ai
chiu déi kém duwéi “triéu dai” cta ong, khong c6 ap birc va khong cé that
nghiép.

“Hay héi 6ng ta m6t cau hoi vé khong gian di,” Sherman dé nghi va vay
tay vé phia 6ng nhung Humphrey ching nhin vé huéng cau ay. Ong ta van
néi khong ngirng khi Roy Lee bang ngang chiéc xe buyt r6i tang toc, qua
khoi thi tran Keystone, dwdng x4 vang tanh, chi c6 vai con ché ban thiu
dang lang thang tridc mot ctra hang bi bo hoang.

THAY TURNER goi t6i vao vin phong vao thit hai tuan tiép theo, thay
bat tay t6i va néi. “Em da vugt qua moi sy mong doi cta thay. Thay sé cho
hop treong dang hoang dé lam 1é tién dwra long trong cho cac em truede khi
dén Indianapolis.”
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Trong budi hop, tat ca thanh vién cia BCMA phai ditng day va cui dau
chao. Thay Turner goi téi buwdc 1én phia trvdc. “Em sé lam hét kha nang
ctia minh dé dai dién cho Big Creek,” t6i ndi, cd nguoi té cing lai trong anh
den san khiu va c6 gang quén di cai dau cia minh dang muon nitt doi ra.
T6i van con nhitng con buon nén va bay gio la ca dau dau nita.

Co Riley ditng day tuyén bd, “Viéc nay la minh ching hung hon rang
hoc sinh ctia Big Creek sé cé thé lam bat ct gi ma cdc em mudn. Co tin
rang Sonny sé cang lam ching ta tw hao hon & Indianapolis.”

Nhin ¢6 Riley tran tré sinh lwc va hy vong, lam t6i cam thdy xau ho va
chan ghét biéu hién ctia minh. T6i bay gio chang khac gi mdt bé gai yéu
dudi ca.

bém do, chang hiéu sao toi lai buwdc ra san sau nha. Moi thit déu lang im
trong bong dém, chi con tan 14 x6n xao nap trén ngon cay tdo, xi xao trong
ti'ng con gié nhe dwa. T6i budc sdu hon vao anh den hat ra tir nha bép va
ding im, e dé thd that nhe. Chang hiéu sao toi lai ditng day, mong rang mot
diéu gi d6 trong long minh sé trd 10i dwoc cau hoi nay. Khéng khi vé dém
that trong lanh. Khi t6i ngwéc 1én trdi, nhitng ng6i sao nhuw dang két thanh
nhitng chiéc cau mau xanh trang bac ngang qua may ngon nui cao. Téi nhw
bi mé hodc va dé tam tri minh han hoan lang thang trén vét sao sang cho
dén khi giat minh thay c6 ai d6 dang ditng bén hang rao nhin sang. Mac du
troi toi nhung nhin thdy cai kiéu nghiéng dau la t6i nhan ra dugc ngay.
“Roy Lee ha?” toi goi. “Cau lam gi ¢ day vay?”

“Té nhin qua ctra s6 va thay cau ra san sau,” cau ay noéi. “Té mudn nobi

v6i cau diéu nay nhung phai vao ldc riéng tw, hiéu khong? Cé 1€ céi san sau
cii ki nay la chon riéng tw nhat & Coalwood ro6i.”
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T6i kién nhan chd doi khi Roy Lee tia vao hang rao, ngap nging, hang
giong, nghiéng dau roi lai vudt téc. Cho du la gi di nita thi chac chan la
diéu ma cau dy khong thuc sy mudn néi cho lam. “Roy Lee, cai gi vay?”
cudi cung toi cling phéi gang hoi.

“Té tim ra chuyén gi da xdy ra vdi n6 roi.” Cau ay hat dau vé phia cay
tdo va toi hiéu Roy Lee dang néi vé Daisy Mae. “T¢ da tim ra ai la tha
pham giét n6 nhw da hita vGi cau.”

T6i budce lai gan hang rao. “La ai?” toi rit 1én, san sang giét nguwdi ngay
lap tirc. “Phai Pooky khong?”

“Khong. Nhung la mot trong nhitng ga ngu ngoc dang trach thwong di
theo han. Hinh nhw bi Pooky xui giuc.”

Trong con gian di¥ vGi Pooky, that ngac nhién khi ké dau tién t6i nghi
dén lai la Calvin. Calvin tirng doi xt té bac véi t6i ca doi han nhung t6i da
thay do6i cach nhin ti khi han tim lai cho t6i mdy dung cu tén Ita. Nhung
néu nhw Pooky da sat hai Daisy Mae thi t6i chang thé tha thit cho han, ngay
ca sO phan cta Calvin nita. “T'¢ phdi lam mot cai gi do thoi, Roy Lee,” t6i
bao. “T¢ khong thé dé han thoat toi nhw vay dugc.”

“Cau khong phdi lam gi dau Sonny a,” Roy Lee noi. “Pooky da roi khoi
thi tran roi. Theo t& dugc biét, trong khi Calvin c6 ngan can han danh dap
me cau ta thi cling dinh mét don ndang. Hang x6m goi Tag va anh ay c6 mat
tirc khac, dap tung ctra va quang Pooky xuong song. Tag canh cdo rang néu
con nhin thdy mat Pooky mot lan nita thi anh ay sé quang han xuéng ham
than. Pooky bién mat ngay titc khac, con Tag thi that sy dang dién 1én.”

“Con Calvin va me cau ay thi sao?”
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“Ba gba phu Clowers ¢ Six sé cho ho & nho dén khi Calvin tot nghiép va
gia nhap quan doi.”

“Con cai ga da can chét Daisy Mae thi sao?” t6i héi.

Roy Lee lai lwdng ly va rot cude lai nhin vé phia nhitng ngon ndi am u
ding xa. Anh dén hét ra tit tram nhién liéu 1am mai téc den nhanh duoc
chéi chudt ki cang ctia cau ay bong ludng ca 1én. “TG sé noi tén cua han
cho cau néu cau bat budc t6. Nhung theo td biét thi han da rat hoi han khi
lam diéu nay. Cau cé that sy muon biét khong?”

T6i suy ngam mot hoi roi lac dau. Co gi tot lanh néu nhw t6i biét minh
dang song trong cung mot thi tran vGi ké thu chit? T6i chang thay diéu doé
hay ho gi ca. Du sao di nita, t6i cling biét rang thu pham giét chét Daisy
Mae ro6i sé lanh hdu qua ma khong can t6i phéi lam gi. Nhw cong ly rot
cudc cling da duwogc thyc thi véi Pooky - bang luat cia Coalwood. Duwong
nhuw thi trdn nay sé c6 cach dan xép moi thit néu nhw moi ngwdi cé da kién
nhan dé moi chuyén xudi theo tu nhién.

“Cam on cau da cho t@ biét, Roy Lee a,” toi néi va chgt cam thay cau ay
quan trong doi véi toi nhw thé nao. Bong t6i mudn néi véi Roy Lee rang toi
mong chuing t6i ludn la ban cua nhau trong bét ki hoan canh nao, du gan
nhau hay cach trd. Nhung thay vi noéi, t6i chi ddm mdt phat vao vai Roy
Lee va dé cdu 4y danh lai mot cai rdo manh. Nhung diéu dé da twong trung
cho tat ca nhitng gi bon t6i can n6i v&i nhau.

To6i chiic Roy Lee ngt ngon roi roi khéi hang rao va budc lai cay tao; lic
nay t6i chi muén dugce & gan bén Daisy Mae. T6i quy xudng, vo nhe 1én
ngoi mo chia no6 roi boc mot nam dat; dw dinh sé bé vao hii va dem theo bén
minh dén Indianapolis. Ro6i toi ditng day, hit mot hoi that sdu cai khong khi
mat lanh cda nui vao 16ng nguc va chgt ngd ra mét diéu nita. Nhitng diéu
ma ngay ay chi Dubonnet noi véi to6i canh duwong ray cli nhiéu ndm treedc
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day la hoan toan ding. Chua da ting néi rang t6i dwgc sinh ra @ mién nui
nay va day sé ludn la noi chon nhau cat rén cua t6i cho du c6 di noi dau
hay lam gi chang nita. Lic d6 t6i khong hiéu y cta chi nhung bay gio thi
khac r6i. Coalwood, nhitng ngudi dan ¢ day, ca nhitng rang nui kia sé ludn
la mot phan co thé cua t6i va nguoc lai, toi cling 1a mot phan khong thé
thiéu ctia ho. T6i con hoi twéng lai cai dém BO vira trd vé tiw Cleveland va
tranh cai v&i minh trong phong riéng cua t6i. Sau lic do, t6i dén bén cira s6
nhin nhitng nguwdi cong nhan ra vao ham mo, ghen ti vi ho ludén biét rd muc
tiéu doi minh. Gio day, khi ditng duéi tan cay tdo, bén canh noi chon cat
Daisy Mae, t6i khong con cam thdy phai ghen ti gi nita: To6i cling biét minh
la ai va minh phai lam gi. Ngay khi do, duong nhu c6 ai da thic tinh minh;
toi khong con cam thdy bung va dau minh nhitc nhéi nita.
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24. BO LE PHUC CHO INDIANAPOLIS

“CHAU SE CHAM SOC TOT CHO CAU AY, c6 Hickam ctt yén tdm
a,” Emily Sue ngoi trén bang ghé sau cua chiéc Buick va hita véi Me t6i.

To6i dang cam 14i, dau cui xudng, cau kinh. Emily cung t6i dén Welch dé
mua lé phuc cho t6i mac khi t6i Indianapolis. T6i chang thay minh can phai
nhu vdy. C6 van dé gi v6i nhitng thit ma t6i dinh mdc: quan c6-tong, 4o
choang len va giay da? To6i la mot nha khoa hoc tré chit khong phai nguoi
lic ndo ciing quan 1a 4o lua nhw Peter Gunn™ trén tivi hay mot ké diéu
dang nao khac. Ngoai ra, phan thuyét trinh va biéu d6 dé tham dy &
Indianapolis can phai hoan thién nita. T6i lam gi c6 thoi gian dé tho than &
Welch di mua quan o co chit.

Emily Sue thi lai gia dan hon so v&i nhitng ban khac trong 16p, vi du nhw
toi. Theo y ctia c6 dy thi t6i khong thé lam mat mat trvong Big Creek hay
cd cai bang mién Tay Virginia nay & Indianapolis dwgc. Nhan xét chung
ctia c0o ban la t6i chang bao gid mac quan do banh bao cd. Me cia Emily
Sue da chd c6 qua bén kia ndi dé chon bo quan do wng y cho Me toi dé ba
tham dy Hoi Chg Khoa Hoc Toan Quéc. Trong khi t6i dang vat 16n vdi
mdy tam bang thuyét trinh dwdi ham thi ba goi t6i 1én. “Chd con bé dén
Welch di,” ba bao va hat dau vé phia Emily Sue dang ngo6i trén sofa v&i nu
cuwoi hon hau. “Dé con bé gitup con chon mot bo 1é phuc dang hoang.”

“Sao con lai phai mdc 1é phuc co chit?” t6i gat gong.

“Bai vi moi nguwoi khong thé dé cau tham dy Hoi Chg Khoa Hoc Toan
Quoc ma trong nhw mot thang nha qué dugce,” Emily Sue bao.
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Me nang cam c0 ban t6i 1én. “Khong dau, Emily Sue,” ba bao. “Con mot
ly do chinh dang hon ntta.”

“La cai gi vay?” toi gang hoi.
Ba nhin t6i cham cham. “Tai vi me mu6n vay.”

Chiéc Buick ngoat tdi lui moi khi t6i bé lai qua nhitng khic quanh noi
tiép nhau; trong 7 dam dén Welch c6 dén 37 cai nhuw vay. T6i cling khéng
dé y dén ching lam, cé vé nhitng doan thang mdi 1a khong binh thudng
théi. Bén khoang khic quanh th 12, t6i mia mai Emily Sue: “Cam on
nhiéu lam day”.

“Rat vui long dugc lam diéu nay,” co6 ban dap.

ft nhét trong lic nay tdi cling c6 dip héi thim Emily Sue vé Dorothy.
DPén bay gio thi Emily Sue van la ban than ctia Dorothy ma. “Dao nay may
nguoi trong HGi Danh Du ra sao r6i?” la cach t6i lach di cau hoi that cua
minh.

Nhung Emily Sue thi doan duwgc y tdi qua nhanh. “Dorothy ha? Co ay
binh thwong théi. C6 ay nhé cau va rat 1ay lam tiéc vi cau dang gian, nhung
t& khong nghi ¢6 dy sé mat nga vi diéu nay dau. Cau van con nudi hy vong
a?”

“Hy vong vé Dorothy ay ha? Pirng lam t& chét cwoi chi!”

Emily Sue liéc t6i tr dang sau ghé. “Cau co6 biét rang 16ng may cau
nhuwéng 1én moi khi néi doi khong?”

T lic do cho dén khi tGi Welch, t6i khéng hé niva 16i vGi Emily Sue
nira.
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Hom do la thit bady nén Welch chat cttng nhitng hang xe dai dang dac cua
ngwoi di mua sam. Bon t6i dau xe sau Cartel Hotel, trd cho ngudi trong xe
mot dong 25 xu r6i litng thitng di bo xuéng doi dén Main Street. Emily Sue
dan t6i dén Philips & Cloony, mdt ctta hang thoi trang nam. T6i hoi e ngai
khi ditng trude cira. “Bay gio lai c6 van dé gi nita day?” Emily Sue hoi.

“T¢ khong muon cau vao cung.”
“Tai sao? Cau sg ho twéng tG la ban gai cta cau chac?”
“T& chi hoi ngai théi. Té c6 thé ti chon 1é phuc dwgc ma.”

Co ban nhin t6i lom lom, mat 16 10 vé nghi ngo. “Thoi duwoc r6i,” co thd
dai. “Mot gio nita gap lai & cho dau xe nhé. Va méc bo 1é phuc méi vao. TG
muon nhin thdy cau mac né.”

T6i dong y, hit mdt hoi that sau roi budc vao trong. Philips & Cloony la
mot ctta hang thoi trang nho nhwng lai duwoc tiéng ban quan 4o nam dep
nhat tinh. Doc theo b& twdng la nhitng gia treo 1é phuc va ao so-mi, tda ra
mui nhw thudc tay kho. Sau khi téi cho nhan vién ban hang biét yéu cau ctia
minh, anh hoi t6i c6 phai la em cta Jim Hickam khong. Nghe t0i tra 10i la
phai, anh lién goi cha ctra hang dang ¢ trén lau xudng. Ho la mot cdp vg
chong, ngudi chong thi to béo con ngwoi vg lai tron trinh, nhé nhan. Ho
buéc xuéng, mat sang rd nhw méo thay md. Ho bao rat nhé Jim va hoéi xem
c6 thé gitp dugc gi cho t6i. Toi ké cho ho nghe vé H6i Chg Khoa Hoc
Toan Quoc, va ho bat dau dem ra nhitng bo 1é phuc mau nau, xanh va xam
cho toi thr.

Ching c6 kiéu dang ma moi dan 6ng & Coalwood thwong mac khi di 1é

nha tho. T6i gai dau, khong thé quyét dinh dwgc vi tredc nay Me ludn la
nguwoi mua quan ao cho toi. Ngay ldc dé thi O’Dell buéc vao ctra hang. Cau
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ay dang loanh quanh & Welch ban nhan sam dé mua thém b6t kém va trong
thdy t6i ti bén kia dwong. “Emily Sue néi ding day!” cau ay la 1én inh 6i
khi nghe t6i ké lai “hoan canh” ctia minh. “Cau can cé quan 4o méi chi!”

O’Dell diém qua nhitng bd 1é phuc ma cht ctra hang vira dem ra roi lac
dau. “Toan la quan 4o cho ngudi gia,” cau dy bdo. Sau d6 cau ay luc lao
khdap may cai gia treo dén khi tim dwgc mot bd wng y nam ldp dang sau,
thdo xuong roi dwa cho toi. “Cau sé trong rat banh bao trong b nay day!”
cau dy ndi va t6i phai dong y. N6 qua that 1a bo 1é phuc dep nhat t6i tirng
thay.

T6i mac thir bo 1é phuc O’Dell vira chon. N6 that vira van va chi c6 25
dollar, gia da giam xudng twr 27,50 dollar. “Chéau 14y bd nay!” t6i nhé nhe
néi khi dang xoay téi lui ngdm minh truéc gwong. Hai nguwdi chu chi biét
nhin nhau r6i nhun vai.

T6i ra khdi cira hang trong bo 1é phuc dep dé mdi toanh. T6i that néng
long mu6n cho Emily Sue thay n6. T6i chao tam biét O’Dell dé cau ay tiép
tuc di tim ngwdi mua nhan sam, trong tay cau la hai chiéc gié dung day thw
ré ay. “Sau khi ban hét cho nay thi bon minh sé du bot kém dé bay 1én mat
trang day,” cau ay hita hen.

Con qua sém dé gap Emily Sue nén t0i litng thitng di bd xuéng duwong
16n. Xung quanh day nguwdi di mua sam. T6i dé y thdy c6 vai nguwoi dang
liéc nhin minh. Cé 1€ ho chwa bao gi¢ thay dita hoc sinh trung hoc nao an
mac dep dén nhu vay tir khi anh t6i roi khoi tinh nay. To6i oai vé budc t6i
toa nha dau xe cong cong bang bé-tong cao 3 tang va la niém ty hao cua
thanh phd. N6 duwgc quang cdo la tdoa nha dau tién dugce xay dung theo
phong cach nay trén toan nwdc My, noi cho phép xe dau day trong ca 3
tang lau. Lan nao thay no toi cling tr6 mat ra nhin. N6 qua that qua hoanh
trang doi v6i mot thang bé & Coalwood nhw t6i. D6 1a 1y do vi sao t6i chi
dam do xe & Carter Hotel.
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T6i len qua dam déng va nhin thdy mot chiéc ban c6 ghi hang chit BAU
JACK KENNEDY LAM TONG THONG. Mot vai nguwdi dang bay nhitng
cdi loa 16n ra. Sau d6 bai “Kéo md neo” vang 1én trong tiéng kén hung
diing, tiép d6 la bai “Nhitng hy vong cao voi” cta Frank Sinatra. “Co
chuyén gi vay?” toi hoi nguoi dan ong dang treo ap phich cua Kennedy lén
cot dién thoai.

Ong ta nhin t6i lom lom nhw thé tdi c6 hai cai dau, roi tra 15i, “Ngai

Thuwong Nghi si sé dién thuyét & day, tai tinh Welch ndy. Ong 4y sip dén

»

10i.
Nhiéu ngwdi bi am nhac thu hit va bat dau tu tap lai. Lic do6 thi Emily
Sue tim thdy t6i. C6 ban nhin t5i roi thét 1én: “Oi troi dat oi!” Miéng c6 ha

hoc.

To6i twdng c6 cai gi d6 dang sau lwng to6i lam c6 dy hodng so nén ngoai
lai nhung chang thay gi. “Cai gi vay?” toi quay lai gang hoi.

Mom Emily Sue van ha hoc. “Mau nay la mau quai quy gi day?”

“B0 1é phuc cua t¢ ha?” T6i nhin xudng ong tay. “T¢ khong biét nita.
Hinh nhv la mau cam.”

“Mau cam! Cau mua l1é phuc mau cam ha?”
T6i nhin vai. “U, thi sao...”
Ngay lic do, doan xe ho tong gom nhitng chiéc Lincoln va Cadillac tién

vao nha dé xe, banh xe phat ra nhitng am thanh rén ri. Emily Sue va t6i
phai nhanh chéng nép qua mot bén dé tranh bi can bep. Sau dé thi bon t6i
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phét hién minh da ditng ngay trwdc mit ddm dong. “E, tuyét day nhi!” toi
bao.

Emily Sue van chua liéc ngang qua bang hiéu hay may chiéc xe ma van
nhin t6i cham cham. “Cau khong thich bo 1é phuc cta t& a?” t6i hoi.
“O’Dell da giap td chon day.”

Co0 ban twr ton lac dau roi 1én tiéng: “Thi ra la vay!”

bam dong lich sy vo tay khi nhin thdy ngwdi dan 6ng vira budc ra khai
mot chiéc Lincoln. Ong vay tay chao va toi dodn dé 1a Thuwong Nghi si
Kennedy. Dén khi 6ng duwgc dwa 1én trén néc chiéc Cadillac thi toi biét
minh di doan ding. Ong giy gudc va cé cai dau to ding, téc tai rAm rap va
mot khudén mat nau nau. Suy nghi dau tién cua t6i khi nhin thidy 6ng ay la
khong hiéu lam sao c6 thé phoi nang cho da ngam den trong tiét xuan nhw
vay nita. Ngai Thuwgng Nghi s lai vay chao, hang giong - c6 nguwdi dwa ong
ly nwéc, ong hdp mot ngum - réi bat dau néi. Pam déng xung quanh chi tha
than, khong phai ai ciing chii y ling nghe. Ong dang trai hét long minh,
nhung t6i nghi moi nguwdi lang nghe vi lich sy ma théi. Bai dién thuyét cta
ong di kem theo nhitng cai dap tay sau mdi tir ngit vé Appalachia” (t6i that
st ngac nhién khi ching t6i thudc vé noi do) va cé 1é chinh pht phai ho trg
cad khu vyc bang dy an TVA. Toi da titng hoc vé Chinh quyén ctua thung
liing Tennessee™ trong gid lich sit. Thay Jones bao Téng théng Roosevelt
da st dung n6 dé gitup d& cho nén kinh té cua nhitng viing ndi & Tennesse
va Alabama. T6i con nghe B6 tro chuyén véi bac Ken rang TVA chi la
chinh sach ctia chu nghia xa hoi, trong sang va don gian. Nhung bac Ken
khong dong y ma noi né chi la sy quan tdm cda chinh pha dén nhitng ngwoi
dan nhé nhoi ma théi. B6 dap lai rang chinh pht chang bao gio quan tam
dén ai khac ngoai chinh ban than ho ca.
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Ngai Thuong Nghi si van tiép tuc phat biéu. T6i dé y thay tay ong ci
chap sau lung r6i 4n 4n vao nhu 1a dang bi dau & chd do vay. Ong trong tw
thé ditng rat citng nhac, giong nhw may nguwoi ky sw hoc viéc ctia B sau
ngay dau tién ¢ khu mo. Mat 6ng ciing cé vé buon rau. T6i doan rang ong
dang bi dau ¢ lung hay mot cho nao do.

Khéan gia Welch van chi y nhung gitt im lang khi Thugng Nghi si
Kennedy hita sé khéi dong chwong trinh tiép té lwong thyc. May ngwoi dan
ong bwdc ra tir xe Lincoln va Cadillac vo tay tan thwdng song chi cé vai
nguoi trong dam dong hua theo. Ngai Thuong Nghi si dung lai, ngai ngung
vuot m@ toc trede tran. “Toi thdy rang nguwdi dan ctia bang nay can va xing
dang dugc huwdng sy trg gitup va toi sé dam bdo diéu nay cho moi nguwoi!”
Ong hét 1én nhu mudn phé v bau khong khi. Nhung chi ¢6 sy im ling dap
lai 6ng. T6i dé y thay da co6 vai nguoi luc tuc bo di. Ngai Thugng Nghi si
ding chét lang c6 vé lo lang va to6i chgt thay toi nghiép cho 6ng ay. “Co ai
hoi gi khong?” ong hoi, giong hoi mét moi chan nan.

To6i gio tay 1én va khong biét vi ly do gi ma o6ng chud y ngay. “Vang. Cau
bé trong, wm, b 1é phuc.”

“Oi Chda 0i,” Emily Sue rén ri. “Cau sé lam xau mat ca tinh nay mat
thoi.”

Toi mac ké co dy. “Vang, thra ngai. Ngai nghi nwéc My sé phai lam gi
trong khong gian?”

“Oi Chta oi, Iam on,” Emily Sue lai tiép tuc rén ri.
Pam dong x0n xao, vai tiéng hi ché nhao nhung Kennedy lai mim cudi.

“Xem nao, vai doi thu cta t6i nghi rang t6i nén bién mat vao khong gian la
vira,” 6ng noi. Cau noi nay ctia 6ng da 1y dugce nu cudi cua vai nguoi. Ong
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nhin t6i. “Nhung t0i sé hoi cau, chang trai tré a: Cdu nghi chung ta phai
lam gi trén khong gian?”

Gan day t6i luon nghi vé mat trang. Trong nhitng con giong bao ctia mua
xuan, t6i dung kinh vién vong cua Jake dé di xudng nhitng con su6i nho,
tréo 1én nhitng ngon ndi va tan bo trén nhitng vung t6i ménh méng cia mat
trang trong tam tri minh. N6 da giup t6i rat nhiéu moi khi t6i bu6n ba nghi
vé Daisy Mae, lo lang viéc b6 me chuyén xudng bai bién Myrtle hay mién
man twéng twogng vé twong lai cia minh. Mat trang dan da tré nén gan giii
va than thudc hon, nén khi dugc hoi, cau tra 10i cua toi bat ra ngay. “Chung
ta nén lén mat trang!” toi dap.

Nhitng nguoi tuy tung cua Kennedy cuoi ngat nghéo nhung 6ng cau kinh
xua tay bao ho im ngay. “V1 sao cau lai nghi chung ta nén 1én mat trang?”
ong hoi toi.

To6i nhin quanh va thdy nhitng ngudi thg moé dang déi mii bao hiém nén
dap ngay. “Chung ta nén l1én dé, xem n6 dugc cau tao tit nhitng thiv gi va
khai thac n6é nhu ching ta dang khai thac than & mién Tay Virignia nay.”

Nghe xong cang c6 nhiéu tiéng cwdi nhao bang vang 1én dén khi nhitng
nguwoi thg mo 1én tiéng. “Cau bé néi ding day! Ching ta c6 thé khai thac
cai mat trang do chu!”

“Dia nguc o0i,” mot nguoi thg khac hét 1én, “ngwdi dan mién Tay
Virginia cé thé khai thac bat ci th gi!”

Mot trang phdo tay rat ty nhién lan lwgt 16 1én khap dam déng. Ai cling
cuoi twoi hitng khéi va chang nguwdi nao bo di nita.

Kennedy c6 vé 1én tinh than tir sy phan hoi d6. “Néu nhu t6i dugc bau
lam téng thong, to6i nghi chiing ta c6 thé sé& 1én dwgc mit tring.” Ong néi.
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Ong nhin lwét qua nhitng ngwodi dan dang tap trung ling nghe. “T6i rat
thich nhitng gi cau bé nay vira néi. Biéu quan trong bay gid la phai lam cho
dat nuwdc nay chuyén dong trd lai, phuc hoi sinh lwc, nang lwgng cho nhan
dan va chinh phua. Néu nhu viéc 1én mat trang c6 thé gitup dugc diéu nay thi
co 1é do6 la cai chung ta nén thyc hién. Nhitng nguoi dan My than yéu cua
t0i, hdy cung t6i dwa dat nwdc nay tién lén, ngay cang vitng manh...”

Pam dong nhiét liét hwong ng. Tiép d6 Kennedy noi vé nhitng chinh
sach dé lam cho dat nwéc phon vinh tré lai, con Emily Sue kéo t6i ra khoi
do. “Cau lam gi vay?” toi gang hoi. “T¢ dang hirng tha ma.”

“Chung ta phai tr¢ lai Philips & Cloony treéc khi ho dong cwa.”
“Pé lam gi?”

“Cau khong thé dén Indianapolis trong bd 1é phuc mau cam nay dugc.
N6 la bo do chéi loi kéch cdm nhat ma té tirng thay day.”

T6i ditng nhu troi trong. “TE thich bo 1é phuc nay.”

Co ban bat dau tranh luan, nhung rét cude cling néi, “Té khong nghi ngo
vé diéu do.” Co dat tay lén luwng toi roi day toi di.

Khi chiing t6i vé t6i Coalwood thi man dém da budng. T6i vao nha trong
b6 1é phuc mau xanh ddm ma t6i ciwc ghét mac du Me va Emily Sue hai
long ra mat. Me bao chwa bao gio thay t6i dién trai nhw vay. Con toi thi wéc
gi ba dwoc trong thay t6i trong b 1é phuc O’Dell da chon, nhuwng r6i toi chi
ké cho ba nghe chuyén vé ngai Thugng Nghi si. “Co sé khong tin dugc
Sonny da n6i gi v4i ong ay dau,” Emily Sue thé dai ngao ngan.

B0 budc vao nha va liéc nhin bo 1é phuc cta t6i. T6i ké cho 6ng vé ngai
Thuwgng Nghi si. “Kennedy ha?” 6ng cau may. “Moat tay canh ta khén kiép.”
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B6 ra khoéi nha, hinh nhw la 1én khu mé. Me nhin theo 6ng va lam bam.
“Nhung chac chan la mét tay canh ta dién trai.”

Sau khi Emily Sue vé, t6i 1én lau, treo bo 1é phuc méi ddm mau dam dam
vao td. Nhung it ra toi cling c6 mot thi lam minh hai 1ong. T6i 16i ra chiéc
ca vat mai tu trong tdi ao khoac. Toi da 1én mua n6 khi Emily Sue khong
dé y. N6 c6 mau xanh nhat béng bay, dai khodng 15cm va in hinh chd chim
gido chu to dung, mau do chdi loi, biéu twgng ctia mién Tay Virginia. Con
chim gido chu dang ngwdc nhin trdi va chiéc mé mau cam cua n6 ma@ to
nhw dang hat. That 1a mot chiéc ca vat 1ong lay, c6 thé dé dang nhan biét ro
rang ti* moi goc do trong giang duwong va toi biét dé la yéu t6 quan trong.
Néu khong duge mac bo 1é phuc O’Dell chon thi chi it t6i cling cho Hoi
Cho Khoa Hoc Toan Qudc thdy dwgc mot cai gi d6 mang phong cach cta
T6 chitc Tén Itra Big Creek.
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25. HOI CHQO KHOA HOC TOAN QUOC

MOT THANG truéc ky hdi chg khoa hoc & Bluefield trdi qua trong chép
mat. C6 qua nhiéu thit can chuan bi. Coé Riley vui vé va rang r& nhu déa
hoa twoi tham nd rd trong sac xuan. Mat c6 da hong hao tré lai va anh mat
rang ngoi nhuw thud nao. Mdi ngay sau gio hoc, co giup toi cai thién kha
nang thuyét trinh. C6 con goi dién cho thay c6 cac trweong khac cling cé hoc
sinh tham dy dé héi thém mét s6 kinh nghiém chuan bi va thuyét trinh. Mo6i
ngay t6i déu mai diia thém bai thuyét trinh cia minh dé c6 thé chuyén tai
nhanh chéng vé phép tinh cho thiét ké miéng tén ltta De Laval, lwc day va ti
1é trong lwgng, va phép tinh Iwgng giac can cho viéc tim ra d6 cao moi lan
thir nghiém tén Itra khong chuyén.

Quentin dén nha t6i vao moi cudi tuan; cau giap chuan bi nhitng biéu do,
do thi cia két cdu miéng tén lra, duwong bay ctia hoa tién va thiét ké cia bo
thang bang. O’Dell tim dau d6 dwgc mot tdm vai nhung den dung dé 16t
nhitng bo phan cua hda tién khi trung bay. Cau ay con déng mot cai thung
g0, can than 16t gidy bao dé chita tat ca moi thi. Sherman cung Billy chup
lai nhiéu hinh anh ctia Cape Coalwood va gan vao cu6n album anh. Con
Roy Lee thi lam nhitng miéng gidy 3x5cm dé chu thich kich thuwéc va cong
dung cho miéng, ch6p va phan than tén Itra.

Trong khi bon t6i ban biu chuan bi cho Hoi Chg Khoa Hoc Toan Quoc
thi ham mé Coalwood tiép tuc ngwng tré. Mot vai thg mo qua can tién nén
co gang xin lam viéc thém ca khuya nhwng déu bi doi ty vé cta Lién minh
Cong nhan dubi vé hét. Cira hang ctia cong ty cho thiéu ng dén mic cung
cue dé ciru van tinh hinh. Ca cong ty va lién minh déu khong té dau hiéu gi
cta sv nhugng bo.
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Chua Caton dén nai ni chd Dubonnet va cu6i cung 6ng da ndi tay mot
chit cho chu ché tao miéng, than, b6 thang bang va choép tén Itta cho t6i
dung trung bay. Nhitng miéng tén Itra 1an nay cho thay su cdi tién vugt bac
trong thiét ké cia BCMA tw viéc khoét loe miéng don gidn dén phién ban
méi nhat dugc trang 16p cach nhiét bong bay. Tat cd dep lung linh nhw
nhitng mén trang sitc qui gia. Cha Caton da don hét tam tri cho ching, cat
xén hét tirng phan kim loai du thira dén khi géc phan ki/hoi tu c6 thé dugc
nhin thdy tir bén ngoai. T6i ddm chac rang n6 nhin khéng khac gi miéng tén
Itra duwgc ché tao ¢ Cape Canaveral.

To6i dén sanh cta Lién minh Cong nhan dé cAm on chii Dubonnet da néi
tay cho chd Caton thye hién cong viéc nay. “Hay néi véi ho rang cong cu
hop thanh tén Itra cia chau dugc UMWA ché tac nhé,” 6ng budn rau noi.
Chu ay u sau cting hop ly théi, vi t6i biét kinh phi cho cudc biéu tinh da can
kiét va luong thuc tiép té€ cling voi dan. That tinh t6i cam thdy xau ho vi
minh da lam phién chd vé mdy qua hoa tién trong hoan canh nay.

Con & nha t6i, B6 van dén khu mé lam viéc déu din moi ngay, cung
thudc ha ddm bao an toan cho ham mé va tham chi con phun bui da néu can
thiét. Thinh thodng triéc va sau khi di lam vé, 6ng cling c6 li€c so qua may
thi bon t6i chuan bi trvng bay nam dwdi ham nhung chang cé y kién gi.
Trudce lac toi thite day vao budi sang 6ng da di 1am, con khi 6ng vé thi t6i
dang trong phong lam bai tap hodc da ngu. Du sao di nita, 6ng van giit 16i
hita vé viéc ho trg moi tht toi can nhung chang mang héi han t6i vé chuyén
di dén Indianapolis sap téi. That ra, toi cling khong doi héi gi hon & ong ca.

Nhitng ngay cudi tuan trudc khi t6i xudt phat, té6i nghe Me héi 6ng da
thong bao vGi cong ty vé viéc chuyén xuong bai bién Myrtle chwa. “Anh

phai doi dén khi cudc biéu tinh két thic, Elsie a,” ong dap.

“Tai sao chi?”
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“Vi anh khong mudn Lién minh Cong nhan nghi rang ho da dudi c6 dugc
anh.”

C6 vé nhur Me chap nhan 16i gidi thich nay, con toi thi nghi ngd diéu do.
Thi nhat, ké tir khi nao B6 lai quan tdm dén suy nghi ctia Lién minh Cong
nhan nhi? Mot diéu nita, t6i khong tin rang B6 c6 thé bo di ma khong dao
tao mot ai do dé thay thé minh. Dé lam dugc viéc nay, 6ng phai thong bao
ké hoach ctia minh cho cong ty cang sém cang t6t. Hon nita, t6i cling chang
nghe dong tinh gi vé viéc bé me t6i chuyén di noi khac tir mang lwdi thong
tin qua hang rao cd. T6i biét Me khong nhac t6i viéc nay véi ai vi ba nghi
day la viéc ca nhan. Nhung c6 vé nhw Bo ciing chang cho ai trong khu mo
biét. Chi can mot 10i thi tham to nho thoi 1a tin tic sé lan nhanh khdap mang
lwgi thong tin hodc mot trong may diva ban t6i sé hoi han ngay. Vay that ra
B6 dang du dinh diéu gi? Nhung t6i qua ban biu nén chi dirng lai & suy
nghi van vo nay théi.

Vao dém trudc ngay xuat phat dén Indianapolis, Quentin & lai nha toi,
nhung mac nhién khong cho t6i nga ma cit xody khong ngirng vao dau t6i
nhitng cau hoi vé lwgng giac, tich phan, vat ly, héa hoc va cong thirc tich
phan bon t6i dung cho thiét ké hoa tién. Cudi cung, dén khoang 3 gio sang,
t0i guc xudng giwong, 1ay goi bit tai lai. “DPing héi nita, Q,” t6i nai ni. “Vi
Chua, dung hoi nira.”

T6i nghe loang thoang dwdi chiéc gbi giong Quentin dang hang. “Day la
dy dinh cta cau ha Sonny, lam nhuc mat ca cai mién Tay Virginia bang cai
s ngu dot chét tiét cia minh a.”

To6i kéo cai gbi xuéng. “Thi tiép tuc nao,” toi thd dai.

“Vay mdi dugc chit!” cau dy ho hdi. “Dugc roi ban gia. Mot cau héi dé

nhé. Pinh nghia lyc day riéng.”
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“Lurc day riéng duwgce tinh bang cach 1dy do 16n caa lwc day dugc tao ra
bdi chat né day (tinh bang pound) chia cho ti 1€ tiéu hao.”

“Tinh toan no6 dé lam gi?”

Toi dap mot hoi. “N6 dung dé xac dinh hiéu suat cua chat n6 day. St
dung gia tri caa luc day riéng, ta c6 thé tinh dwge van toc tén Itva dat dugc
va qua do sé danh gia dugc toan bo qua trinh thyc hien.”

“T6t 1am. Tiép nay, hé so trong lugng khi la gi?”

T6i budng mot tieng thd dai rén ri, dan mat lén tran nha va tiép tuc tra
16i. So v&i Quentin, chac chan Indianapolis la mot viéc ngon o.

XE BUYT LON TRAILWAYS tai tram Welch cho phép tdi chat thiing
dung cu va may tdm bang vao trong khoang chita hanh ly. M4y dita ban,
Me, BG6, chu Caton, chi Ferro, chi Dubonnet, Melba June va ca thay
Turner déu ra tién t6i. Basil cling c6 mat, hi hody viét lién hoi. To Welch
Daily News da vay mugn mot it tir bai viét cia anh dy vé ching toi va vé
chién thang ctia cd nhém tai hdi chg khoa hoc. Basil con dy dinh 14n at to
bao 16n 4y bang nhitng tinh tir chuyén biét ctia anh.

Emily Sue ciing dén. Co ban bat t6i m& vali cho xem bd 1é phuc mau
xanh dwong r6i vo vai t6i nhw mot ban trai va néi. “T6 doan rang it nhat thi
cau nhin cting banh bao.”

Trong mot thodng, to6i ho nhw trong thay co Geneva Eggers dang sau dam
dong, nhung khi c6 nhin lai cho r6 thi da khong con bong dang ctia co nita.
Dorothy cling chang xuat hién, dwong nhién roi, va téi cling khong mong
doi gi nang. Melba June trao cho t6i mot nyu hon moi nong tham lam mat toi
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tim tai lai trudc Me vi nguwong. “Hay chién thang nhé, diing si ctia em,”
nang cuwoi hon ho.

Ngay trudc khi tdi budc 1én xe buyt thi Jake dén trong chiéc Corvette
quen thudc lam t6i rat vui. Niém vui con dwgce nhan 1én khi t6i trong thay
c6 Riley ngoi bén anh. Jake ra khoi xe va vo vai t6i. “Anh nghe néi chu
may da lam dwgc nhiéu céi hoanh trang phai khong, Sonny. Anh phéi quay
ve day ngay dé tién em ddy. A, em biét quy c6 ndy chit ha?”

Toi budc lai phia co Riley. Co mé cwra xe nhung khong to vé co y dinh
muon budc ra ngoai nén t6i lién quy g6i xuong bén canh. Khong biét c6
phai c6 lai cam thdy mét lai ro6i hay khong. “Cho ho thdy ngudi dan mién
Tay c6 thé lam duge nhitng gi, Sonny nhé,” c6 bédo roi chia tay ra cho toi.

“Vang, thua c6!” t6i nam 14y tay c0 lac nhe va hita. Hai c¢6 tro nhin nhau,
réi co6 6m toi vao long, ghi chat.

Me vo0 nhe lén canh tay to6i tai ctra xe buyt. “Con ngoan cuia Me,” ba bao.
Con B6 chi bat tay toi va chang néi gi, tham chi con cau kinh khi thady bong
dang chi Dubonnet. Ca hai néi véi nhau gi d6, ném nhitng anh mat han thu
vao nhau khi xe buyt bat dau lan banh.

TOI THA MINH VAO GHE khi xe buyt bon bon lin banh trong man
dém. To6i ngt gan nhu su6t chang duwong va chi mé& mat khi tia nang dau
tién roi vao xe. T6i giat minh khi khong con thdy xung quanh la nhitng
ngon nui quen thudc nita ma thay vao dé la nhitng dai dat trong trai dai
ménh mong. Dén gan trva thi tdi thanh pho, toi luc tuc 16i do dac ra trong
mot géc & Sanh Hoi chg Indiana. O dy, t6i dwoc chi dinh dung quiy trung
bay & goc ngoai ria ctia hoi chg, chung khu véi nhitng dé an vé lwc day
khac. Ngay tr dau, t6i ddo mat so qua cac quay trung bay khac va cam thay
nhe nhom khi nhan ra rang chang cé cai nao dat dwoc su tinh té nhu thiét ké
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cia BCMA ca. Bén canh quay cuta t6i la mot anh ban c6 cai cam nhd véi
chiéc mii cao boi trén dau, dén tr Lubbock. Cau ay cé hai thiét k&, mot
trong s6 d6 c6 miéng tén lra sir dung thudt han chi, ci con lai dién ta cach
phong tén Itra bang dién ti* v4i nhiéu bong dén mau nhé doc theo chiéu dai
cua bé phong, tr d6 mot trai bong nho dugc bung ra mot khoang cach kha
xa. Ching t6i nhanh chéng tré thanh ban ctia nhau. Tén cdu ay la Orville
nhung thich dugce goi la “Tex” hon.

Tex cho t6i biét vai thong tin chang t6t lanh ti nao: “Chuing ta chang thé
thang dwoc gidi nao ¢ day dau, Sonny a. Nhin xung quanh di. Giai thuong
sé thudc vé nhitng dé an 16n va cé nhiéu si dau tw veé tién bac.”

Lac 1ong gitta cai sanh to 16n dong nghet nguwoi di di lai lai, toi cam thay
that tro troi va bé nhé. T6i cung Tex di thi sat cac quay trung bay khac va
nhan thitc 16 nhitng gi cau ay vira néi. Pa s6 déu do so, phitc tap va hién
nhién la toan thi¢ dat tién. Mot trong s6 d6 c6 hai con khi duwgc nhot trong
mot bau sinh quyén duwoc cung cap dudng khi tir cdy xanh va c6 ca co cau
nuoi song bang vién thyc pham nita. Trwdc day toi chwa titng dwgce thiy khi
ngoai doi bao gig, thé ma trong cai hoi chg khoa hoc nay da hién dién
nhitng hai con. Pé an nay dugc xung danh CON DPUONG DPEN SAO
HOA. Téi cam thdy mu mam ca ngudi. Cac chang trai, cd gai ché tao ra
nhitng dé an nay sé la doi tht ctia dam tré con cua mién Tay Virginia ching
t0i ngoai doi sau nay. Bat chot, toi cam thdy twong lai ctia minh that md mit
va nhitng cai miéng tén Itra bong loang ctia t6i bong dwng trd nén tho kéch.

“Hau hét nhitng san pham quai vat dugc trung bay & day déu dén tir New
York hay Massachusetts.” Tex nhtin vai. “Ton kém rat nhiéu kinh phi, thém
vao dé may dita chiing n6 that sy rat thong minh. Va vai yéu t6 khac nita.
Ban giam khao khong thich dé an vé hoa tién dau, vi ho nghi chiing qua
nguy hiém. T& biét ro rang khi t6i day, minh sé chang cé co hoi dé chién
thang bat ci thi gi dau.”
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“Vay tai sao cau lai tham du?” t6i budt miéng héi. Gig day, t6i cam thay
hy vong dugc dat chiéc ctup vao tu tring bay & Big Creek dang dan dan boc
hoi di mat.

“Vi no rat thu vi. Roi cau sé thay.”

Tex néi rat dung, that sy moi thit & day rat thu vi. T6i cung cau dy gay an
twgng manh vd&i nhitng nguwdi lan la dén xem dé an ctia ching to6i, miéu ta
cho ho vé cong trinh nghién cttu hoc hoi cia minh va cam giac thuwe té khi
phong mot qua tén Itra sé nhw thé nao. To6i dung tay ctia minh rat nhiéu va
con tao ra nhitng am thanh r6 to. Trong t6i giong nhw maot dién vién trén
san khau va toi that sy thich thu véi sy cht y ctia moi ngwai, triv khi ho bu
lai qua gan thoi. Nguwdoi dan mién Tay Virginia chiing t6i van luén can mat
khoadng cach nhét dinh gitta minh va nguoi la. T6i lwu y Tex rang quay
trirng bay cda bon t6i luon c6 nhiéu nguwdi dén tham quan hon nhitng dé an
to 16n, dat do kia. “Chac chan, ching ta n6i tiéng roi day.” Tex noi, “Nhung
diéu do6 chang gay an twgng tich cuc gi cho ban giam khao dau.”

Ban giam khdo sé dén xem va chdm diém vao ngay thi¢ tw cua hoi chg.
Vao dém thit hai, tat cd moi ngwoi dugc thét dai bita an to6i cuwc ki thinh
soan va thu don do6 dac cho gon lai roi vé khach san. Tex va t6i déu doi cho
v6i ngwoi cung phong dé dugc chia phong véi nhau. Bon t6i cung di dao
quanh nhitng con duong cua Indianapolis, noi nay nhw mot thu do rong 16n,
nwom nuwgp nguwoi va xe co tap nap. Nguwoi dan ¢ day rat than thién nhung
do qua dong nén t6i khong cam thay thodi mai, ngay ca cai khoang khong
gian trong trai xung quanh nay ciing vay, chgt t6i nhan ra minh dang nhd
nhitng viing ndi & nha biét bao. O mién Ty Virginia, chting ludn sirng sttng
hién ngang tao thanh mot hang rao vitng chac bao quanh thi tran va nguoi
dan bén trong. Con & Indianapolis, moi ngwdi c6 thé t6i tir bat ct noi dau
va va vao ban bat ctt ldc nao.
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T6i tho 16 cdm gidc ctia minh cho Tex nghe lam cdu ay phi cudi. “Anh
ban a, néu cau mudn hiéu rd hon cam giac tréng trdi, bang phang nay thi
phai dén Texas tho6i.” Sau dé bon t6i cung ké cho nhau nghe nhiéu hon vé
qué nha ctia minh, moi viéc dwong nhuw lam cho Tex lo lang. “Cau khong
phai dén day dé thi dua trong hodi chg nay,” cau dy bdo. “Cau dén day dé
dem lai chién thang cho tat cd nhitng nguwdi dan & thi tran nhé bé noi qué
nha. R6i cau sé ra sao néu trd vé véi hai ban tay trang?” Néi r6i cau lac
dau. “Oi dzoi oi. TG phai suy nghi nhiéu hon vé diéu nay roi ddy.”

Sang hom sau, Tex va toi bat xe buyt ra hoi chg dé tiép tuc mot ngay tha
vi nita ctia minh. Nhung moi viéc xdy ra that bat ngd, t6i thdy may cai
miéng, than va chop tén Itra cia minh da khong canh ma bay.

Toi khong thé nao hiéu néi va cling chang c6 kinh nghiém gi dé d6i mat
v6i diéu nay. Lam sao ma ching bién mat dwgc nhi? Ai lai danh cap ching
va tai sao? Tex dén bén canh t6i. “Cau khong khoa d6 dac lai a?”

“Td& khong nghi la minh phai lam vay!” tdi la lén, giong nhu lac ca di.

“Cau tir dau dén vay, Sonny? A, phai roi, mién Tay Virginia, ti nita 1a t&
quén mat.” N6i roi cau ay cho t6i xem cai thung go véi cai khoa to dung.
“O day la thanh phé. Cau phai khoa moi tht lai.” Cau 4y vira néi vira nhin
t0i v&i anh mat day sy cam thong. “Cau phdi thong bao viéc nay cho béo
vé. Pi nao, dé té dan cau di.”

Sau cung, bon t0i cling tim dugc nguwoi bao vé, ong nghe toi twong thuat
moi chuyén réi bao rang dém qua c6 vai dita vao day, c6 1é bon chiing da
khodng d6 dac cda t6i. T6i nghe r6 mon mot nhitng gi 6ng dy vira noi
nhung chang thé tin vao tai minh. “Nhung tai sao bon né phéi lam vay
chi¥?” t6i hoi.

Nguoi bdo vé nhin t6i. “Chau dén tir dau thé ha?”
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“Miéen Tay Virginia ddy,” Tex dap nhuv mdt 16i gidi thich, va hinh nhw n6
c6 tac dung hoan toan.

TGi tré vé quay tring bay trong noi that vong tran tré. T6i van con day
nhitng tdm dnh ctia mdy dita khac, co6 Riley, 16p vat ly, xwdng kim khi dién
may, chu Bykovski, chi Ferro, chi Caton, tat ca nhitng ngudi thg may, nha
than, nha to6i, phong thi nghiém dw6i ham véi Daisy Mae dang nam trén
nap may giat, va tat ca nhirng gidy to tinh toan cho miéng tén Itra, tdm hinh
c6 chir ky caa von Braun. T6i ciing con diy miéng nhung den cua O’Dell
va nhitng tdm gidy 3x5cm cua Roy Lee. Nhung miéng, than, chop tén Itra
da bién mat hét thi con y nghia gi co chit. Khi ban gidm khdo dén cham
diém, t6i chang c6 gi cho ho xem cd. Tex dang ban ron dung quay trung
bay. Nhiéu ngudi bat dau vao tham quan. Con toi thi chi biét ditng nhw troi
trong. Tat ca nhitng gi da xay ra - hoa tién caa bon t6i, chi Bykovski, Cape
Coalwood, tich phan, cd Daisy Mae xdu s6 nita - déu chi trong dgi vao lan
phan quyét nay, vdy ma bay gio... Mdc du biét rang minh chang thé thang
nhung nhitng cdm giac kinh khtng tiv chu6i hinh anh ¢t don dap kéo tGi
lam moi viéc trd nén t6i té hon bao gio hét. “Tex, t& phai lam gi bay gio?”
toi la 1én.

Text dirng tay va dén bén canh t6i. Cau dy cdi chiéc mii cao béi ra roi gai
dau. “Thi trdn nhé bé do6 cha cau cé dién thoai chi ha?”

T6i chwa bao gid goi dién thoai duong dai lan nao trong doi ca. Tex dan
toi dén tram dién thoai, t6i bdm s6 0 r6i doc so dién thoai nha cho tong dai.
Va day la mot cu dién thoai do nguwdi nghe tra tién. Me nhac mday va roi toi
ké hét moi viéc cho ba. Ba khong thot 1én dwgc mot 16i nao. “Me a, con
phai c6 lai mdy dung cu hoa tién. Me c6 thé nho B6 hay ai d6 gitp khong?”

Mot sy im lang bao trum dau day bén kia. “Sonny a, cudc biéu tinh da
trd nén t6i té hon nhiéu trong tuan nay réi. Vai nguoi cia Lién minh Cong
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nhan danh du6i may ngudi doc cong ra khdi khu moé vao hom qua. Bay gio
Tag phdi 1én nha than dé canh gac. Con B6 con thi sudt ngay doa sé dam vo&
miii John Dubonnet. Me nghe 6ng ay n6i v6i Clyde rang c6 thé sé nhd dén
canh sat lien bang nita co.”

Toi lai cang thém that vong. “Me a, con that sy can giup dd.”
Ba thé dai. “Me sé co hét sitc minh.”

Dot nhién téi cdm thay minh that ngu ngéc va ich ki. Trong khi Me cho
toi biét thi tran dang loan ca 1én, B6 va chi Dubonnet sap thugng cang tay
ha cang chan va c6 thé canh sat lién bang sé xuat hién nita, thé ma t6i con &
day lang nhang vé may dung cu hoa tién cia minh. “Me a,” t6i noéi, c6 gang
kim nén lai phan hon dang mudn gao thét, khdc than va van nai cia minh
lai, “khong sao dau. That sy day Me a. Con xin 16i vi da goi dién nhw thé
nay.”

“Khong, khong dau Sonny,” ba tran an. “Con goi la ding roi. Me sé co
xem minh c6 thé lam gi, nhung Me khéng thé hita chac gi ca, con hiéu
khong?”

Toi gac may roi quay trd lai quay treng bay cia minh. Nhiéu ngwdi nhin
theo t6i roi tiép tuc qua xem tadc pham cua thi sinh khac. T6i tim thdy mot
cai thung va ngoi ngay lén dé. Du sao di nita, toi nghi Tex cling ding thoi.
Chang ai trong khu vuc lyc day nay c6 thé thang mot gidi thudng nao dau.
Vi vay c6 1é toi nén tré vé nha va chap nhan 16i nhan xét ciia mang luGi
thong tin hang rao rang minh chi la thang thung rong kéu to giong nhw
nhitng gi B6 da ti'ng nghe bdy nhiéu ndm nay.

bem do, Tex nghe dién thoai ctia khach san va goi toi. Ra la Me goi.

“Con c6 thé ra tram xe buyt Trailways & Indianapolis vao lic 8 gid sang
mai khong?”
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Tim toi nhw ngung dap. “Co 1€ dugc.”
“Sé c6é mot cai thung duwgc giri cho con day.”
“Chuyén gi xay ra vay Me?”

Ba cuwdi nhung téi chang thay tia hy vong nao tir d6 ca. “Sonny a, con
hay kién nhan dgi di.”

Sang hom sau, t6i van bd 1é phuc mau xanh dwong va chiéc ca vat loe
loet vao r6i bat chiéc xe taxi dau tién trong doi minh. Sau khi nhan 14y
chiéc thung g6 dé tén minh tai tram xe buyt, t6i hoi thic tai x€ taxi va
chang toi phong nhu dién trén nhitng con duong nhv dang ¢ Indianapolis
500. Xe thang gap ngay trung tam hoi chg, va roi ngwoi tai xé giup toi
khuan chiéc hop vao quay trung bay. Tex sang gitip do toi sap xép moi tht.
Khi t6i tho tay vao tdi rut tién tra taxi, ngwoi tai xé nhin may tadm hinh roéi
lac dau. “Chu ciling 1a dan mién Tay Virginia,” chad bado. “Chéau chang ng
chi xu nao ca ngoai viéc phai thi ddu cho that tot nhé!”

“Co bat ngo cho cau nay, Sonny 0i,” Tex bdo, mat cau ay xoe tron khi
thay chiéc ca vat ctda to6i. “Té da néi chuyén véi tty ban phu trach hoi chg
nay.” Cau ay hat dau vé phia moi thi sinh nam ni trong khu trueng bay luc
day va ho cling cudi toe toét dap lai. “Tat ca bon t¢ da lam viéc nay trong
khi ciu dang lo lang vé mdy dung cu cta cau. Bon t¢ doa ho rang néu nhw
bon minh khong dwgc chdm diém mot cach cong bang thi ching ta sé phan
khang, giwvong bang hiéu va diéu hanh xung quanh nhuv sinh vién & chau Au
va Nhat Ban tirng lam. Ho da thyc s hodng sg va dong y tach khu lwe day
ra mot nhém nhé riéng biét va dwgc quan tdm ngang bang vdi nhitng linh
vue khac.”
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T6i rat bat ngd vé diéu nay. “Tex, t& hy vong cau cé thé doat giai!” toi
budt miéng va that ngac nhién rang to6i that s mong méi nhw vay.

Tex nhin may cai miéng, chop va than tén lira cta t6i. “Tac pham cua cau
la dai dién hoan hdo cho ca bon ddy, Sonny. C6 lén nhé.” Cau dy ngirng lai
mot lic. “Quy than o1, t6 thich cai ca vat nay qua. Cau mua & dau vay?”

Khong day mot gid sau, mot toan nguwdi rdo budc vao khu cua chiing t6i.
Ho chinh la ban giam khdo. Mot trong s6 ho con tré tudi va giong n6i mang
am hwong tiéng Dirc. T6i thue sy sitng sot khi biét anh dang lam viéc trong
nhém ctia von Braun. “Y anh 13 anh that sw biét Wernher von Braun?” t6i
ha hoc miéng. Khong thé twéng twong dugce, tdéi cdm thdy nhw minh dang
dwgc phong van bai Thanh Paul hay mot ai dé vira budc ra tir trong Kinh
Thanh.

Anh dy twoi cwdi. “Anh lam viéc véi 6ng ay moi ngay ma.” Sau d6 anh
bat dau dwa ra nhitng cau héi héc btia. Nhung t6i da chuan bi ki lwdng nén
nhitng cau trd 10i c thé ma tuén ra ao at. Sy gidi thich vé dinh nghia cta

lyc day riéng va ti so khoi lwgng c6 vé nhuw lam anh dy dac biét an tugng.

Sau khi nhitng vi gidam khédo khac chat van t6i xong, anh quay sang héi
toi: “Em biét Tién si von Braun ciing c6 mat hém nay phai khong?”

Tai lai h4 héc miéng ra. “Khéng thwa anh! O’ dau a?”

Anh khoat tay 4ang chirng vé phia trung tam cuta thinh phong. “Lan cu6i
cung anh thdy 6ng ay la & khu treng bay sinh vat hoc.”

“Tex, cau trong do giup t& nhé?”

Tex cwoi vang. “Di nhién roi. Xin cho t¢ mot chir ky nhé!”
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T6i chay di tim dé tan mat chitng kién nguwdi dan 6ng vi dai do6. Toi lang
thang qua cac 16i di chinh, lac dwong va hoi han xung quanh xem c6 ai thay
Tién si von Braun hay khong. Lan nao ciing vay, hinh nhw la t6i luon 18 dip
gdp ong. Mot gio sau, téi chiu thua, khong tim nita va trd lai quay trung
bay ctia minh. Tex bu6n ba doén t6i. “Ban hién a, that tiéc phai cho cau biét
rang 6ng dy vira ghé ngang day. Ong da chinh tay cAm cai miéng tén lira d6
1én, Sonny a.” Tex chi vao miéng tén ltta dugc chi Caton ché tac lai. “Ong
ay noi day la mot thiét ké tuyét hdo va mong wéc dwgce gap mat cau bé ché
tao ra no.”

To6i voi vang lao vé phia Tex chi nhung hinh nhw Tién si von Braun da
roi khéi day roi. That vong ndo né, t6i trd vé va biét minh vira danh mat
mot cudc viéng tham khac. Lan nay la may vi gidam khdo dén trao bang
khen va hai chiéc huy chuwong bac va vang. Tex vo lung t6i sung suéng.
Cau dy dugc giai nhi nhung chang hé gi, diéu quan trong la ca hai ching t6i
déu chién thang. T6i lién lam mot cudc dién thoai duong dai thit hai ngay
sau do.

TOI BUOC RA KHOI XE BUYT & Bluefield trong mdt bién ngudi véi
nhitng khuén mat quen thudc, trang phao tay va nhitng tiéng ho reo. Tat ca
moi nguwodi déu tram tré chiéc huy chuwong bat ngo téi vira dat dugce. Viéc
dau tién toi biét 1a “Cudc biéu tinh da cham dit!” tir cht Caton. Truwdc khi
toi kip héi chuyén gi da xdy ra va may dung cu tén lira giti 1én sau dugc ché
tao nhw thé nao thi Roy Lee kéo t6i ra mdt bén. “Sonny, c6 Riley dang nam
bénh vién.”

Me dén bén t6i, con B6 thi da cho san trong chiéc Buick. Chi Dubonnet

va chu Caton gitip chat do dac vao thung xe. “Di theo may dita ban di,” ba
bdo. “R6i Me sé ké moi chuyén cho con nghe sau.”
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QUENTIN, ROY LEE, SHERMAN, O’DELL, BILLY VA TOI lang 1é
lw6t qua nhitng day hanh lang im ang, sach sé ctia Bénh vién Stevens ctia
Welch. Ching t6i tim thdy Jake dang ng6i canh giwong co Riley. Co dang
duwgc do ngobi day, pho phac va phai gan ong truyén dich trén tay. “Chao cac
em,” cO thi thao v&i bon t6i. “Sonny. Trd vé tir hdi cho roi a? Két qua ra
sao?”

Toi dwa c6 xem chiéc huy chwong. “Em thanh cong r6i,” c6 no6i. “Co
luon biét l1a em sé lam dwgc ma.” Ro6i c6 ¢d gwong cuwdi véi moi diva trong
bon t6i. “Co that vinh hanh vi dwgc day do cac em.”

“Co Riley -” t6i chot nhan ra rang yéu qui c6 dén nhwong nao, va tw
tredc dén nay t6i chua tirng biét ai tot nhw co va chac sé chang con gap
dwgc nguwoi nao nhy vay niva.

“Cho ¢0 cam cai huy chvong dugc khéng?” co hoi.

“N6 la ctia c6 ma,” rot cudc toi cling mé& miéng duge. “Chung em khong
thé dat dwgc n6 néu khong c6 c6.” Rai toi an no vao chiéc goi c6 dang nam.

Co xoay khu6én mat xinh xan ctia minh sang ngam nhin n6. “Co chi tim
cho em cudn sach thoi ma -”

“Co da lam rat nhiéu thit khac nita ch a!” t6i c6 gang thot 1én nhung
van nghen 10i. Trong long t6i dang néng nhw Itta dot. Tai sao Chda lai dé
c0 bénh co chit? Long nhan ai cia Chua ma Cha Lanier va Cha Richard Bé
Nho thwong nhac dén dau mat r6i? Chang 1€ day la mot vi du, danh guc
mot co gdi tré vai wéc muon duy nhat trong doi minh la day dé dan em than
yéu hay sao?

Khi c6 nham mat lai nhw mu6n thiép di, t6i nhin sang Jake. Anh lac dau
réi dan bon t6i ra ngoai. “Co ay chi ngu thoi. Ho chich nhiéu thudc cho co6
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ay lam.”

“Co6 ay c6 chét khong?” t6i hoi nho dén noi khong thé nghe thay. That
kho khan dé thot 1én nhitng 10i nay.

Anh dy khong truc tiép trad 10i cau hdi cua toi. “Co ay sé quay tré lai day
hoc sau khi dwgc bac si chita tri. Va chiéc huy chwong cia em sé ung ho
cho c6 ay rat nhiéu ddy, anh tin la nhw vay.”

Jake dan bon t6i ra xe Roy Lee. Anh tach t6i ra. “Dirng lam hong nhitng
thanh qua em vtra dat dugc, phai ty hao 1én chi,” anh bao.

T6i lac dau. “Jake, né chang cé nghia gi ca.”

Jake dut tay vao tui, thd dai ro6i nhin vé phia rang nai. “Anh khéng phai
la ké ngoan dao, Sonny a. Néu em mudén nghe nhitng cau tuc ngit hay cach
ngon thi hay dén nha thd ma nghe. Nhung anh tin rang moi nguwdi déu cé
mot s6 phan - em, anh va cd Freida nita. Tttc gian hay trach m6c Chia
chang gitp ich gi dugc dau. Moi thit da dugce an bai r6i. Em phai tap chap
nhan no6 di nhé!”

“Phéi anh khong vay, Jake?” toi hoi anh, giong day khinh miét. “Anh
chap nhan moi thit nhw vay a? D6 la Iy do ma anh say swa sao?”

Anh nhin thang vao mat t6i. “P6i lic anh uéng rwgu dé khong phaéi suy
nghi nita,” anh dap. “Nhitng luc khac chi vi n6 tao ra cam giac lang lang
tuyét voi. Chang c6 gi sai cd, em biét ma - cdm gidc tuyét voi. DBoi ltic em
nén uéng mot it, sé gitip cho em thw gian day.”

Long t6i chung han xudng. “Anh biét khong, em san sang hi sinh canh

tay phdi ciia minh chi dé dwgc song mét cudc song nhw anh, dugec hwdng
moi khoadi lac ctia cudc doi.”
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“Anh biét em c6 khat vong séng manh liét, Sonny a. Moi thit déu thé
hién rét ro trong em.” Anh nhin ra xung quanh. “May ngon ndi cii ki nay c6
thé lam chun bwdc bat cit ai. Mot khi em rdi xa duge chung... thi cd chan
troi mai sé cho don em ngoai kia. Em sé thay dugc diéu dé thoi.”

T6i nghi vé nhitng gi anh vira n6i, nhitng gi dang doi t6i phia trwde. That
long t6i chang mu6n n6i nhung dwong nhw 16i 1€ c& bat ra. “Em that su sg
twong lai, anh Jake a.”

Jake quay sang t6i nhung, t6 vé ngan ngai. Anh da & mién Tay Virginia
mot thoi gian dai, da dé cai tinh phét 10 noi day phu day 1én anh. Sau dé,
anh chgt bat cudi roi choang tay sang 6m t6i vao long. “Ban gia a, ai trong
chuing ta cling déu so diéu doé ca.”

Niém sung swdng trao dang, tdi tya han vao nguwdi anh va ki trc xa xua
cta nhitng toi thi bay lic B6 con cong toi 1én cau thang chgt tran ve.
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26. TAT CA HE THONG DPEU HOAT PONG

Auk XXVI - XXXI
NGAY 4 THANG 6, 1960

Mat mot khoang thoi gian tim hiéu, rot cudc t6i cling néi dugce tit ca
nhitng manh théng tin lai v&i nhau dé thau hiéu dién bién & Coalwood sau
khi dung cu tén Itra cda téi bi mat cap. May dita kia ké t6i nghe mot kiéu,
chui Caton ciing ké phan ma chu biét, va tat ca chi tiét con lai tdi dugc nghe
t* Me. Trong khodng chwa t¢i mot gio dong ho, mang lwdi thong tin hang
rao da bao cho ca thi tran biét rang t6i dang gap rac réi. Cha Caton héi ha
xuong xuwong kim khi dién may ngay, nhung ca hang ngwoi cia Lién minh
Cong nhan, trong d6 c6 chi Dubonnet, quyét liét ngan can. Mdc du B6 da
bdo rang tot nhat la dirng lam gi ca nhung Me van bat budc 6ng chd ba
xuong xuwong kim khi dién may. Khi thdy chi Dubonnet, 6ng bwdc ra khai
chiéc Buick va dau khau tay d6i ngay. Roy Lee bado c6 vé nhw ho rot cude
da hen gap dugc & noi ly twéng nhat, lic do, chang con gi ngan can ho ca.

Me bédo rang da dé mac cho ho ra tay, nhung chi Caton lién chen vao
gitta phan tran, “Nhin nay, anh sé khéng thé tim dwgc mot thanh vién Lién
minh Coéng nhan nao tot hon to6i dau va toi biét rang gitta ching ta ciing
chang co ki két gi, nhwng bay gio minh phdi cing nhau gitip thang bé ay.
N6 dang bo vo mot minh noi dat khach va né dang dai dién cho ca
Coalwood nay day.”

D6 cling la ldc 6ng Bundini xudt hién trén chiéc xe jeep va bao moi

nguwoi gian ra. O’Dell ké rdang 6ng Bundini cudi toe toét, dén vo vai chu
Dubonnet r6i néi. “Chuing ta tro chuyén mot lat nhé, John?”
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“Qi, B& con tc dién 1én &y chit,” Me néi, nhiu may khi muong twong lai
cau chuyén. “Nhung Martin Bundini dé mdc 6ng dy ding dé roi khoac vai
John di ra chd khac. Ong 4y gian qua nén bit dau ho, va cang ho thi 6ng
cang dién tiét hon.”

Roy Lee nghe duwgc hau hét nhitng thong tin cia Lién minh Cong nhan twr
anh trai cia cau ay ké, chi Dubonnet bdo 6ng Bundini rang chang cé gi dé
ban bac ca, va moi ngudi sé trd lai lam viéc ngay sau khi tdm bang quan ly
cua Lien minh Cong nhan dugc treo lén, trén do sé néu ro danh sach cua
nhitng ai bi sa thai.

“D6 khong phai la tit ca nhitng gi 6ng &y mudn,” Sherman nhtn vai roi
néi cho t6i nghe nhitng gi tir phia ban quan 1y ma bé cau ay ké lai. “Ong dy
con muon tat ca nhitng cong nhan tirng bi sa thai lan tredc dwgce lam viéc
lai, vi viéc do la sai hoan toan.”

“U, d6 1a tat ca nhitng gi John muén,” Me thuat lai cho t6i nghe. “Nhung
John rat thong minh. Ong ta con muén mot thit khac, mot thit riéng ré tir B6
con. B6 con ciing rat thong minh va doan dugc trudc roi.”

“Ong Bundini dwoc ngudng mod,” Sherman cudi. “Ong did hoan thanh
xuat sac vai tro cua ngwoi gidang hoa. Nhung ong ciling chang néi cho Lién
minh Cong nhan tit ca nhitng gi 6ng dy biét.”

“Pé xem t6i c6 hoan toan hiéu y anh khong nhé, John,” Me nhai theo
giong Yankee ctia 6ng Bundini. “Cong ty van cho biét s6 lwgng cong nhan
bi sa thai. Sau do cai bang nay sé quyét dinh nhitng nguwdi do la ai, tuy theo
tham nién va luat 1é cua Lién minh Cong nhan. Phai khong nao? Va ciing
phai muén lai nhitng nguoi khac niva?”
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Roy Lee ddo mat mdt vong. “Sau cung thi bd cau cling ngirng ho, réi
chop 1ay 6ng Bundini va bit dau to tiéng. “Dirng chap thuan, Martin!” Ong
hét toang lén trong khi chi Dubonnet cuwdi ngat nghéo. Chu dy biét rang
minh da nam chac chién thang trong tay roi.”

T6i buc minh, vi may qua hoa tién cia minh ma B6 phai dau hang Lién
minh Cong nhan nhv vdy. “Con dirng lo vé diéu nay, Sonny a.” Me bado.
“Lan nay ong dy can phdi chiu thua th6i.”

“Ong Bundini kéo b6 cau sang mot bén roi bat dau thi tham to nhd,” Roy
Lee ké. “B0 cdu lac dau nguay ngudy trong khi 6ng Bundini thi gat dau lia

»

lia.

“Hoéa ra la may nguwdoi cha & Ohio da ki dugc thoa thuan 16n vdi hang
General Motors. Ho can gap mdt lugng than 16n. Cong nhan tirng yéu cau
dwgec com no 4o dm va lan nay cong ty co6 thé dap @ng cho ho. B6 con bi
mac ket & gitta.” Me théd dai.

Mat O’Dell mé to vé hao hitng. “Sau d6 chi Dubonnet hét toang 1én cho
moi ngwoi nghe thdy, “Homer da chiu ki tén lan nay réi!”*

Me bao: “Oi, B6 con phirng 1én nhu lita dét! ‘Ong quén di nhé, John!’
ong tru tréo. ‘T0i chang cé ki két gi & day ca!’”

“Cha Dubonnet da chuan bi san moi bién ban théa thudn,” Billy néi vGi
toi. “Chu dy 1dy chiéc bia somi kep nach, 16i ra mot t& gidy roi chia thang
vao mui b6 cau.”

Me lac dau. “John bdo B6 con, ‘T6i khong dwa ra thoa thuan gi v6i 6ng

cd, Homer, nhung vi Chua, toi tin 6ng. Cong ty ki két bat cit thit gi nhung
sau d6 sé muon lam gi thi lam. Nhung néu nhw 6ng ki tén, toi biét rang néu
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nhuw cong ty gid tro thi 6ng s& nghi viéc ngay. Ong phai ki di, néu khong thi
sé chang c6 thda hiép nao ¢ day ca.”

“Ong Bundini ki tén ngay,” Roy Lee bao. “Rdi 6ng bao bs cau ki ludn.”

Me dang dirng trén thang va vé thém mot con mong bién. Theo da nay
thi ca bau trdi ctia ba sé day nghet chim truéc khi ké xong chuyén. “Me bao
B0 con hdy ct ki tén di. Rt cudc thi c6 khac gi dau? Roi chiing ta cling
chuyén téi bai bién Myrtle ma, phai khéng?”

Ba budng co, bwdc xudng thang roi can than ngam nhin tdc pham cua
minh. “Anh mit cta 6ng ay di ndéi tat cd nhitng gi me muén biét. Me bao

y»

B6, “Oi, Homer o1, 1& ra em phai doan duoc diéu nay chi

“Sau d6, hau nhw tit ca moi ngudi & Coalwood déu ditng bao quanh
xuwéng kim khi dién mdy,” O’Dell ké, mat cdu &y md to hon khi hoi twéng
lai cau chuyén. “Vai ba tham chi con dem ghé thwong dung dé choi bai ra
ngoi xem. Moi chuyén dién ra nhw phim vay.”

“Elsie, néu anh ki cai nay thi n6 1a cam két ctia anh. Anh sé phai & lai
day.” Me lac dau, nhin ra vwon hong va day hang rao day nhuw cot dién
thoai. D6 la nhitng gi 6ng dy noéi. Me nhin ra moi nguwdi xung quanh, réi
dén may di¥a ban con, va roi dén may ngon ndi gia cdi dang chan. Oi dao,
me con noi duge gl hon, nhung nhitng gi me lam la cho con ma? Me bao:
“Ki di, Homer”.”

“Con xin 16i Me,” t6i n6i that long.
Ba nhin t6i v6i anh mat ngd vuc. “Bo con hoi me cé chiu & lai v6i ong

ay khong. Me dap néu nhw me lam vay thi 6ng that sy cling khong xirng
dang dau. Ro6i con biét B6 noi gi khong?”
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“Khong, thwa Me.”

“Ong ay béao diing 1a nhw vay.” Ba ty rét cho minh mot tach ca phé roi
tién dén quét ma4t it mau nau lén qua dira. “Lam sao mot nguwdi phu nit c
thé bo di khi nguwdi dan 6ng thira nhan rang 6ng ay khong xing dang vai
minh co cha?”

Roy Lee nhun vai. “Va r6i moi viéc dugc an bai. BO cau ki tén, sau do6
chu Caton lao vao trong xuwéng bat dau lam viéc. Bon t& chay vao don dep
trong khi chud ay cung dong nghiép thuc hién cong viéc. Nhiéu ngudi ra vao
lién tuc gitp day nhanh tién do. O’Dell da dong cho cdu vai cai thung méi,
con t& thi phéng nhu bay dé kip dwa né dén tram Trailways cho cau. Khi
cau goi dién vé bao tin chién thang, t¢ thé la lic d6 ca thi trdn cung reo
murng. Cau c6 thé nghe tiéng ho am vang khap thung liing day.”

To6i lang nghe moi phién ban cia cau chuyén tit moi nguwdi va déu dap lai
mot cau tir day long minh. “Udc gi minh cé thé dwgce chitng kién tan mat
nhi.” Trong lich s cia Coalwood tir tredc dén nay, t6i nghi do chinh la
gidy phuat tuyét voi nhat, mac du B6 t6i phai dau hang Lién minh Cong
nhan, va Me thi phai ¢ lai vung nui nay mot thoi gian nita. Qua Jake noi
khong sai. Cudc doi da dugc dinh san. Néu nhw ai c6 da quyét tam pha vo
n6 thi c6 thé vong sang 16i khac trong mdt khoanh khac nao dé, nhung sau
cung ciling sé phai tré vé noi Chia da an dinh ma thoi.

CUOI CUNG LE TOT NGHIEP CUNG DA DEN, hoc sinh nién khéa
1960 cua treong trung hoc Big Creek hanh dién buéc xudng 16i di gitra hai
day ghé trong phong thé duc dé nhan bang, nam sinh trong 4o choang xanh,
con nit sinh thi trong 4o dai trang. Dorothy la dai biéu hoc sinh doc dién
van tir biét trong 1é t6t nghiép nam ay. Quentin, vGi diém B, xép hang nhi
vé hoc luc dugce doc 161 phat biéu khai mac 1é t6t nghiép. Sau dé la Billy,

https://thuviensach.vn



Sherman va O’Dell nam trong t6p 10 hoc sinh xudt sac nhat. Con t6i va
Roy Lee thi nam trong nhém hoc sinh con lai.

Dorothy doc 16i phat biéu. T6i cit ngo ngudy khong yén khi nang rdi mat
khoi nhitng 10i binh ludn dwgc chuan bi san va duong nhw dang nhin thang
vao toi. Nang noi, “T6i biét rang moi nguwoi trong ching ta déu quan tam
dén nhitng gi xady ra cho ban bé cung 16p. Ching ta da rat may man khi
dwoc hoc cung nhau v6i bao ki niem dep qua nhitng thang nam dwgi mai
truong Big Creek nay. Toi sé khong bao gio quén... cac ban.” Sau d6 nang
quay lai véi bai dién van mot cach binh thwong, dé lai t6i bon chon tam
can.

Khi thay Turner trao bang cho t6i, thay giit toi lai tha thi vai 16i. “Em da
mang lai niém vinh hanh 16n lao cho ng6i truong nay. Qua khong té doi vai
mot ngwoi ché tao bom nhw em.” Thay bdo.

Sau do6 thay dat huy chwong Hoi Chg Khoa Hoc Toan Qudc cua toi vao
ta trung bay cua treong, né 1ap lanh song hanh cung nhitng chiéc cip bong
bau duc va tdm bang chitng nhan:

NGHIEN CUU VE KY THUAT TEN LUA NGHIEP DU

HOMER H. HICKAM, JR.

TRUONG TRUNG HOC BIG CREEK

WAR, MIEN TAY VIRGINIA

GIAI VANG VA BAC

NAM 1960
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Tat ca nam va nit sinh cta Big Creek tré vé ghé ngoi, trén tay la nhitng
tam bang t6t nghiép. Chuing t6i nhin nhau, han hoan trong niém vui swéng
va ca sy hut hang v6 van trong tim. Dorothy roi khoi budi 1é triede khi t6i
kip néi véi nang mot 10i nao. Pém do t6i dan Melba June cung dy budi
khiéu vii t6t nghiép. Dorothy ciing khong xuat hién. Va roi t6i cling khéng
gdp lai nang trong sudt 25 nam.

SAU LE TOT NGHIEP, BCMA tu tap lai trong phong t6i. Trong mot thé
gi6i da tot dep hon, c6 18 moi thit sé dugc gidi quyét nhw Quentin tirng
mong muon va tat ca bon toi sé dwgc nhan hoc bong sau nhitng thanh tich
ctia minh. Nhung diéu do6 da khong xdy ra. Thay vao d, O’Dell, Billy, va
Roy Lee nhan 10i dé nghi gia nhadp Khong Quan. Ngay sau khi tot nghiép,
ho cung nhau dén Can c¥ Khong Quan Lackland tham gia khéa huan luyén
co ban, sau do6 ho sé co thé st dung trg cdp ctia quan doi dé chi tra cho viéc
hoc dai hoc. Sherman bdo bé me ciu cling da danh dum duwgc maét it tién
cho cau ay vao Dai hoc K§ Thuat mién Tay Virginia, va cau ay sé kiém not
phan tién con lai. Toi quyét dinh stt dung “hoc bong” cta Elsie Hickam.
To6i cling van phan van khong biét nén chon truong dai hoc nao, cé 1€ la
chuong trinh dao tao ky sw @ Hoc vien Bach Khoa Virginia. Quentin ctling
khong duwgce nhan hoc bong, nhwng cau dy bdo néu nhw nhitng cau bé &
mién Tay Virginia, tinh McDowell c6 thé doat giadi trong H6i Chg Khoa
Hoc Toan Quoc thi cau ay ciing sé tim dwoc cach vao dai hoc cho du khong
mot xu dinh tdi. Cudi cung cau dy quyét dinh dang ki vao Dai hoc Marshall
& Huntington, mién Tay Virginia. Lic dau cau ay cling khong biét kiém dau
ra tién dé dong hoc phi, nhung khi 1én dén do thi da tim dwgc cach giai
quyét. Du sao di nita, toi biét rang cau ay sé on thoi.

Chi con mot viéc cho BCMA quyét dinh 1a phai lam gi v6i 6 qua tén lira
ma toi dem vé tir Indianapolis. Sherman dé nghi bon t6i chia déu ra roi git
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lam ki vat, nhung Quentin phan doi. “Sonny, t¢ c6 y nay,” ciu ay ndi.
“Chung minh thoi day khi heli vao qua bong bay 16n, cot chiéc hoa tién tot
nhat vao do, tha cho né bay 1én khodng 10 dam, sau d6 cho né phéng 1én.
T& da tinh toan roi, ching ta c6 thé cho né ra ngoai khéng gian day.”

O’Dell lai c6 y kién khac. “Hay danh ra mot ngay trong dai va phéng tat
ca bon ching tir sang dén t6i. Bon minh sé ra thong cdo, nhd Basil viét bao
va lam cho n6 that long trong.”

“Do sé la mot ngay dé gwi sw tri an dén vdi tat cd moi nguoi,” Roy Lee
bao.

Sherman va Billy déu tan thanh.

Quentin ng6i phich xudng canh giwvong. “Lé ra bon minh c6 thé thuc
hién duwgc diéu nay roéi. C6 thé ra ngoai khong gian day.” Cau ay budn ba
noi.

“Thoi nao Quentin, bon minh cho né bay 1én khdi mat dat da 1a ki diéu
lam ro6i,” Roy Lee cudi ngao nghé. “Hay lam nhu vay di roi ra khoi cai thi
tran nay khi bon minh con c6 thé.”

CHUNG TOI DAN THONG CAO tai Big Creek va buu dién Ian cudi
cung. Gilta mot rirtng quang cao thit ga va sita twoi trong t0 bao cua minh,
Basil da lam chuing t6i that s n@ may nd mat:

Dady la khodnh khdc sé di vao lich sy cua tinh McDowell. Vao ngay 4
thdng 6 nam 1960, To chitc Tén Itra Big Creek, vira nhdn duwgc huy chuong
chién thang tai Hoi Chg Khoa Hoc Toan Québc, sé té chirc mot bubi phong
tén Itta 0 Cape Coalwood. Bit ctt ai doc dugc théng cdo nay déu dugc moi
tham dv. Xin bdo cho ban biét: Nguoi viét ciing sé c6 mdt cung voi tat cd
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ban bé cua minh. Chdng c6 gi tuyét voi hon vién canh quad tén Ilira bong
lodng dnh bac phong viit 1én tir bé phong den nhdnh, ldp Idnh & bdi than
cdm, rit 1én trong khong trung trén nén nhitng ddy nui xanh um, xé toang
bau troi bdng tiéng gam ru vang doi va kéo theo cd cét khéi mit mu. Co 1é
day sé la co héi cudi cung ma chiing ta cé thé chitng kién duwgc canh turgng
hodanh trang, hao hung do...

Phong thi nghiém dwéi tang ham nha t6i nong nac mui zincoshine véi 6
chiéc hda tién duwgc nhoi cung mot lic. Tat ca may diva trong nhom déu dén
phu, va mui hrong ngao ngat téa ra tir thit nwdc con ngot ciia John Eye con
sot lai lam bon toi cwdi khuc khich.

Toi thitc day rat sém vao sang thit bay trong thang 6 nam ay, la ngay
phong tén Itta cudi cung. To6i dén bén ctra s6 nhu thwong 1€, nhin ra nhitng
ngon nui va con duong chay ngang qua khu mo. Toi ntra nhuw trong cho
dong cong nhdn quen thudc ra vao nha than, c6 Bo6 t6i ditng lan trong bon
ho véi bao cao trong tay, khich 1é va chi dao ho, nhung gio day chang cé
mot ai. Mac du c6 don hang khai thac than méi nhwng khu mo van khéng
trd lai lich lam viéc su6t tuan nhw tredc day. Liuc dé téi chgt nghe thay
tiéng ctra sau nha quen thudc mé ra réi dong lai, chi c6 B6 mot minh men
theo con duwong 1én khu mé. Ong bwdc rat nhanh, dau cti gim xuéng, c
nhw ca thé gidi dang trong chd 6ng 1én van phong cia minh ngay titc khac
vay. Hai tay 6ng thoc siau vao tii quan bang vai du rong thung thinh, con
chiéc mii thi ngoac sau gay.

Mot chiéc xe hoi dang lan banh trén dudng tr hwéng Welch, ré phai réi
di thang vé trung tam thij tran. Tiép do, mot chiéc khac theo sau va roi thém
mot chiéc nita. Khi t6i xudng bép lam bita sang, t6i lodng thodng nghe
dugc tiéng may xe con va xe tdi bang ngang qua nha. T6i thoang nghi rang
ho dang dén xem ching t6i phéng tén lira, nhung chac la khéng phai. Con
hai tiéng nita md&i bat dau co ma. T6i trd vé phong, van bé d6 mua hé quen
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thudc vao ngudi - quan jeans, 4o somi ngan tay va giay 6ng. Trudc khi di,
toi nhin mot lwgt khap phong va bat chgt cdm gidc nhw minh vira tré vé sau
30 nam xa cach. Con dé nhitng ké chita day sach va nhitng chong gidy day
ap cac phép tinh cho hoa tién ctia bon t6i. Kia la chiéc ti quan 4o nhd, trén
noc dau may chiéc may bay mo6 hinh. Nhitng mau cta hda tién - nhitng
chop tén Itta hinh nén cdi, nhitng than héa tién bi cong hét ca lai va nhitng
phan miéng day vét trdy xwdc nam rai rac trong phong. Cai cam giac ra di
roi tré vé dang 1én manh liét lam t6i bat gidc phdi ng6i xudng giwvong mot
luc. Vao nhitng luc nhv vay trong qua khit, Daisy Mae sé chay lai bén canh
doi tdi vuot ve va gai nhe vao tai né roi. Nhung chang c6 dong tinh gi ca.
T6i ng6i mot minh, khong gian that im ang, chi cé tiéng xe hoi va xe tai noi
duoi nhau bang ngang qua nha.

Roy Lee ditng & ctra sau, lich sy g ctra. Toi gap cdu ay trong bép. Lic
nay Me dang ngo6i bén ban an, ngam nhin bitc tranh bai bién vira hoan
thanh xong. Trong d6 hién hitu mot ng6i nha bén bai cat, dang trudc la mot
ngwoi phu nit dang ding doi ra bién khoi ménh méng. “Dtrng c6 lam minh
no tung 1én day nhé,” Me bédo vGi anh mat day ngu y.

“Vang, thva Me.”

Quentin dén trong lic bon t6i dang chat may qua hda tién 1én bang ghé
sau xe cua Roy Lee. Auk XXXI dai dén noi bon t6i phai quay ctta xe xudng
dé nhét né vao. Quentin cung t6i ngoi bang ghé sau, nhe nhang nang niu
mady qua tén lva. Billy va Sherman thi ditng chd san bén chiéc cau canh nha
ctia Sherman r6i cung nhau chui vao ghé trwdc xe. Sau cung bon tdi gap
O’Dell tai nga tw Frog Level, r6i cau dy cung lach vao bang ghé sau mot
cach can than dé khong lam méo mé di may by thang bang méng manh.
Chung toi chi tro chuyén vai cau qua loa trén duong di.

Cach Cape Coalwood mot dam, bon t6i virgt 1én hang xe do dau tién.
Tag dang ditng ¢ d6. Anh ra hiéu ngoac bon t6i lai. “Anh dam ca la chwa
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bao gid c6 nhiéu xe hoi dén Coalwood ké tir khi noi day dugc thanh lap.
Anh phai cho ddu mot hang doc theo con dwdong ro6i moi ngudi tir diy ma di
bo vao trong.”

Bon t0i that s bi chodng ngop trude so lwgng xe va nguwdi tham dy. Va
dang sau ching t6i, xe van tiép tuc kéo dén. Roy Lee mang theo hai két
nuwéc ngot va 4 lit nwdc dé maoi khach, nhung ré rang la khong du.

MGt sO nguwoi trong thdy dudi hoa tién tho ra khoi cira s6 xe lién hét 1én
hao hitng. “Hu hd, nhitng cdu bé hoa tién!” “Moi ngudi tw hao vé cac cau
lam!” “A-OK, Tat ca hé thong déu hoat dong!”

Chung t6i chi nhan mat dwgc mét s6 ngwoi. “Co vé ho dén tir khap noi
trong tinh,” Billy phong doan.

Chung t6i 1ai xe ra bai than cdm r6i can than l1dy may qua tén Itra xuong.
Tag nhw c6 mat khap noi, xua di nhitng nguwdi to mo ci vay quanh bon toi
va bat may chiéc xe xép vao mot hang doc ngay ngan. To6i ditng 1én nhin
ngam con dwong ngoan ngoeo nhitng khic quanh va mat troi phan chiéu
trén hang xe dai dang dac dén cudbi tam mat minh. Cau lac bd Phu ni¥ con
x€p ban ra ngo6i, bay day banh trai, tra nwdc. Tag danh riéng cho ngo6i danh
du cho bd me ctia O’Dell va ca me ctia Roy Lee nita.

DPén truva thi bon t6i mdi san sang cho qua tén Itta dau tién. Chuing t6i
giwong co 1én, van la chiéc ma Me O’Dell da lam cach day gan ba nam, hoi
ta toi mot chut nhwng con dung dugce. Troi chi c6 gié nhe. Quentin da bién
xuong phia duéi cung véGi dién thoai va may kinh vi. Bon t6i ra hiéu cho
Tag khi moi th da san sang va sy im lang bao trum toan khu Cape
Coalwood. T6i nhin qua ctta s6 16 c6t lan cudi trwedc khi dém nguwge va nhin
co Riley dang ngoi chung ban vd&i Cau lac bo Phu nit. Hai trong s6 B Sau
Siéu Pang dang quat mat cho c6. Con Jake thi ditng canh bén cung thay
Turner.

https://thuviensach.vn



Auk XXVI c6 miéng khoét loe don gian. N6 roi khoi bé phong réi roi
xuong tron tru trong tiéng reo ho ctia dam dong. 914m, ca bon déu nhat tri
v&i con s6 do roi thong bao véi moi nguwdi, va bon ho cung 6hh roi ahhh
lén than phuc.

Auk XVII rong 3,2cm, dai 107cm, dugce thiét ké dé bay cao 3.048m. N6
bat khoi bé phéng vdi chiéc dudi khéi mau bac, ban dau c6 vé hoi lwe khue
nhung sau d6 mot bau Itta phut ra dwa n6 vit 1én khong trung. Cé 1€ vi n6
la qua tén Itta dugc nhoéi cubi cung nén thudc n6 chwa hoan toan khé. Bam
dong ngay cang phinh to ra, dwong nhw khong nhan ra duwgc van dé nén van
vO tay ho hét ho hai khi qua tén Itra bay mat. Sau d6 no6 roi am xudng lam
rung chuyén madt dat. 2.743m. Khong t6i cho mdt qua tén lta nhé chua
hoan toan kho thudc.

Chtng t6i dung Auk XXVIII 1én va chuan bi phéng. N6 dugc thiét ké dé
dat do cao 4.572m. Viéc chuan bi phéng tén lira rat nang nhoc nén thitc an
nhe dwoc chuyén dén boi dudng cho bon tdi. Ong ba Bundini cling may ¢
con gai xinh dep cua ho dang ngoi thw gian duwéi tan cay téa bong mat ca
goc dwong va vay chao ching t6i. Toi con thay cha Caton ditng thanh mot
nhom cung véi mdy cha thg may. Ho rom ra hung bién véi dam dong nhw
nhitng chinh tri gia thyc thu vé qua trinh ché tac tén lita cia minh. Cha
Dubonnet va may vi lanh dao Lién minh Céng nhan ditng gan do6, khoanh
tay lai, miéng cuwoi thoa man.

Auk XXVIII 1am t6i c6 chut lo lang khi thdy né hoi nghiéng vé phia dam
dong trude khi bay thang 1én roi vit ngang qua nti Hoa Tién, sau d6 tang
toc trong dam khéi mu mit. “Né sé roi xudng dang sau nui day,” Billy
phong doan va rét cudc cau ay da ding. Bon t6i trong thdy né roi xudng
nhung dam dong qua 6n ao nén chang thé nghe thay tiéng choang ctia kim
loai va vao da va dat ndi nhw thwong 1é.
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T6i dinh noi véi cau dy chd mot chiut dé nhat né sau nhung Billy da
phong vé phia nii mat r6i. Mot vai nguoi trong dam déng ciling chay theo
tham gia tim kiém cung cau dy. Ntra gio sau, tat ca bon ho cung tat ta chay
vé, Billy thi gilt qua tén Ia trén dau, theo sau la dan ong hung ton. Pam
dong chay tan loan. Jake ra ditng chan cho co Riley véi cudn gidy bao trong
tay. Khi thady cé qua nhiéu muc tiéu, dan ong khong tan cong nita ma rut lui
Ve nui.

Auk XXIX va Auk XXX déu duoc thiét ké dé dat d6 cao 6.096m nhung c6
kich thwdc khac nhau. Auk XXIX c6 duong kinh 5,08cm, Auk XXX thi
5,715cm nhung chiéu dai ngan hon. Auk XXIX dai 182cm va la qua tén Itra
dai nhat bon t6i ti'ng phéng. N6 qua dep nén t6i tiéc hui hui khi phai phong
né va roi chitng kién n6 v& tan tanh lic roi xuéng dat. N6 vt 1én trong
tiéng nd vang troi, to nhat & Cape Coalwood t treéc dén nay, va khac ra
chum ltra vi dai, mu mit khoi. Sau do6 bon toi tinh dwgc n6 bay 1én khoang
6.437m. Auk XXX cling roi khoi bé phong trong tinh trang twong ty, no bay
theo quy dao hinh parab6n va dat do cao 7.010m. T6i nhin xuéng dwdi va
thdy Quentin dang sung swdng nhay lwng tung trén bai than cam.

Auk XXXI la qua tén ltra cudi cung va ciling vi dai nhat - dai 198,12cm va
dwong kinh 5,715cm. Bon t6i can trong dung n6 ding lén r6i nhe nhang
cam vao thanh dinh vi. N6 duwgc gan chiéc miéng tén ltta ma Tién si von
Braun da cham vao trong hoi cho vira r6i. Do cao dv tinh la 8.047m. V&i
kich thudc to 16n nhw thé nay, t6i nghi né da chita qua lwgng zincoshine
cho phép. Madc du biét n6 c6 thé phat né nhung téi van mong diéu nay dirng
xdy ra. Toi quy xuong va bat dau xoan day dan cho ngoi no.

“Sonny,” Roy Lee goi t6i. “Cau c6 biét ai dang & day khong?”
T6i dang cam cui lam viéc voi ngudce 1én. “Ai?”

“Nhin kia.”
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Tag ré dam dong sang hai bén va t6i thady Bo dang dirng d6, van trong bo
quan o lao dong. Roy Lee chay dén va dwa 6ng ra ngoai bai than cam. T6i
nghe cdu ay noi, “Lai day gitip chiing chau di, chi Hickam.”

“Cac chau dau can sy giup d& cua chi,” Bo noéi. “Chu chi dén xem thoi.”

Tat ca déu phan doi. “Khong dau, céi gi chu cling giup dugc ma.” “Bat
c diéu gi chti muon thi c& lam di a.”

T6i ding 1én, phai 16p than cam khéi quan. “Tén Itra sé khong bay néu
nhw khong c6 ai khai hoa,” t6i bdo. “Lai day di Bo.”

B6 chui vao trong 16 cot va téi dan 6ng lai canh nit khai héa sau khi da
kiém tra ki ludng day dan. “Cai nay la cia B6 néu B6 muon.”

T6i khong thé nham 1an duwgc niém vui swéng ro rang hién trén khudn
mat B0 khi 6ng quy trwdc nit khai hda. Roy Lee thong bdo tir ctra sau. “Bat
ct khi nao chu san sang thi minh phéng nhé,” cau dy bao.

T6i dém dén 0, Bo6 gat nut. Auk XXXI v o0a 1én trong dam khoi Itra 6 at
d6i xuong bé phong. Bam dong phai lui lai mot buwdc, mot s6 nguwdi tham
chi con bat dau bo chay. Auk XXXI duwong nhu xé toac bau khong gian trong
thung lting, mot lan xung lwc bung lén quanh bai than cam. Nhitng nguoi
phu nit thét 1én con canh dan ong thi bit chat tai lai. Bon tdi phong vut ra
ngoai, Billy mang theo may kinh vi, O’Dell cam theo chiéc 6ng nhom.
Tiéng sam am i mai khong ditt. Auk XXXI ngay cang bay lén cao va van
tiép tuc tao ap luc lién tuc 1én ching t6i. Pan 6ng, phu nit va tré em doi
theo ma miéng c¥ ha hdc, mat mé to tron, con tiéng ho reo thi nghet lai
trong c6 hong.
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Tai Big Store, may cu gia khong dén xem ciing phai nhém day khi nghe
thdy tiéng sam vang rén. Ho d6 nhao ra dwong, dui mat. Pudi khoi Itva phut
ra ti tén Itta tao thanh mot vét dai ngang qua ndi nhw ngén tay cua Chuia
vira tro lén troi xanh. Tai nha thd, Cha Richard Bé Nho vo6i chay dén thap
chudng bat dau giong chuéng dé an mung. Vai ky su thuc tap xudng tr
Ohio dang & trén mai nha ctia Club House vGi ban gai cia ho bén chiéc
kinh vién vong cua Jake. Ho dong loat nang chai bia trong tay vi mdy cai
vat vira vut bay lén tren nhitng dinh nui.

Roy Lee dan chat mat vao dong ho. “Ba muoi tam, ba mwoi chin, bén
muoi...”

“Van con thdy n6,” Billy tuyén bo, dudi khéi xam xit da chuyén thanh
mau vang nhat. “Sdp bién mdt roi...”

“Mat dang r6i,” Billy thong bao.

Bién mat vao gidy thit bon muoi bén. Téi nham tinh. Cit cho 1a n6 bay
1én thang thi né bién mat khi dat do cao 9,449m, gan 10km. T6i cam thay
nhw c6 gi dé chuyén dong canh minh va that ngac nhién khi thay B6 dang
nhay nhét doc theo bai than cdm, vung vay chiéc mii trong tay. Ong con dic
chi hét vang. “DPep qua! Pep qua!”

Vao khodnh khac Auk XXXI ao ao phong lén bau troi ngdp nang trong cai
ngay huy hoang 4y, t6i lai ditng ngam nhin B6 r6i kién nhan cho dgi véi hy
vong rang ong sé choang tay qua vai toi va sau cung sé noi rang toi da lam
mot diéu gi doé tot dep.

“Kia kia,” t6i nghe Billy ho to. “Né kia roi!”

Dong nguoi dang lén tir bén kia duwong bang ngang bai than cam, cung
bon t6i dudi theo qua tén Itta sau cung tuyét voi d6. B6 ngirng nhdy nhot va
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chup mii 1én dau. Ong nghiéng ngudi nhw vira bi mot vat gi dé dé ning lén
minh. R6i 6ng nhin t6i, miéng hé md, va t6i trong thdy trong mat 6ng mot
cam xuc lan 16n giita niém han hoan va ca noi dau hoa lan véi s sg hai.
To6i chay lai soc vai ong lén, gitip ong lay lai hoi thd. “B6 lam rat t6t day,
B6 a,” t6i ndi trong trang ho khan duc vang lén lam cd nguwdi 6ng rung
chuyén. “Chwa bao gid c6 ai phong dugc qua tén Itra tuyét voi nhuw Bo

»

dau.
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HOI KET

CUOI CUNG tét ca nhitng cdu bé hoa tién ching t6i déu vao dai hoc,
nhung khong theo nhitng wéc mo da duw dinh tw thoi tién-Sputnik & mién
Tay Virginia. Roy Lee lam trong ngan hang, O’Dell thi m@ nong trai va lam
bdo hiém. Quentin, Sherman va t6i trd thanh k¥ suw. Tiéc thay Sherman bi
truy tim va ra di & tudi 26.

Con anh t6i gio' la mot hudn luyén vién cap trung hoc cuc ki thanh cong
va la nguoi 6 van day kinh nghiém cho céac chang trai tré khi trong giai
doan chuyén ttr thoi thiéu nién sang nhitng ngwdi dan 6ng thwe thu. Cho du
hai chiing t6i c6 nhiéu hiém khich va tinh cach déi lap trong nhitng nam
thang tudi tho, nhung cho dén bay gig, t6i van luén ty hao vi dwgc lam em
trai cua Jim Hickam.

Dorothy Plunk chi la mot biét hiéu nhung ngudi con gai toi miéu ta &
cuén sach nay trong thuc té€ da la vo cia mot ngwoi dan o6ng lich thiép va
lam me cta hai c6 con gai xinh xan, tai gioi. T6i dwgc gdp lai nang mot lan
trong budi hop 16p 25 nam sau. Ching t6i cing nhdy ban “Tat ca chi la tro
choi” trong dém do6 va chang 1ay gi lam ngac nhién khi t6i biét minh van
con yéu nang. Co nhitng thi sé luon bat di bat dich. Sau d6 c6 déi liuc
chuing t6i tro chuyén qua dién thoai va luon la ban t6t ctia nhau.

Con bénh tinh c6 Riley cling thuyén giam nhw 10i nguyén cau va mong
moi cda tat cd chung toi. Nhung vai nam sau, can bénh lai tai phat, du vay
c6 van tiép tuc giang day, hoc sinh diu ¢6 1én 16p méi khi can thiét. Bén
nam 1969 thi Freida Joy Riley qua doi & tudi 32.
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John Kennedy da cé hai muc tiéu 1én trong nhiém ky tong thong cua
ong: dwa nguwoi 1én mat trang va tham gia cudc chién gianh ty do khap noi
trén thé gigi. T6i tinh nguyén dén Viét Nam, gac lai wéc mo lam viéc trong
nganh khong gian hoc cia minh. Mot budi sang no, khi t6i tréo ra khoi 16
cot va that mia mai khi trong thady qua tén lta 122-mm cia Nga chon vui
canh bén. T6i quan sat miéng tén ltra va thay né dwoc thiét ké qua tho thién.

T6i chang c6 co hoi dé gdp Wernher von Braun. Sau khi hoan thanh qua
tén lra dwa duge dat nwdce than yéu ma 6ng nhan lam t6 quéc minh 1én mat
trang thi 6ng da ra di vao nam 1977 vi can bénh ung thw rudt két. Viét Nam
va nhiéu cong viéc khac c niu 1ay chan to6i, nhung rot cudc vao nam 1981,
hai mwoi mot nam sau khi BCMA phoéng qua tén Itta cudi cung, toi cling
thue hién dwge wéc mo tir thoi nién thiéu cia minh va trd thanh ky sw cua
NASA tai Trung tam Puong bay vao Khong Gian Marshall ¢ Huntsville,
Alabama, tong hanh dinh cii cta Tién si von Braun. Nhiéu nam sau, rat
nhiéu thanh vién cii trong nhém ctia o6ng tré thanh dong nghiép va ban be
t0i. Toi dwgc giao nhiém vu huan luyén cho cac phi hanh gia, gidng giai
cho ho vé nhitng kinh nghiém khoa hoc mét khi 1én quy dao; ngoai ra con
thuwong tham gia vao nhitng dot phong tén Itra va tau vii tru vao khong gian
tai Cape Canaveral. T6i dwgc dén Nga, ngbi doi dién véi nguoi da tirng
phoéng Sputnik 1; r6i cung lam viéc vdi nhitng nguwdi ca nam lan nit tir Nhat,
Canada, chau Au, va cac nu6c khéc trén thé gidi c6 cling chi hwéng va céi
nhin vé thdm hiém khong gian nhu t6i. Cong viéc tai NASA nay la tat ca
nhitng gi t6i hang mo wdc.

BO6 t6i van ngoan cuong chong choi véi 14 phoi den ngom ctia 6ng va tiép
tuc vao khu mé lam viéc. Pén mot ngay khi t6i dwoc thira hwdng lai nhitng
cubn sach cta ong, t6i hoi bat ngo khi trong dé cé kep lai nhitng bai tho.
Mot s6 con dinh bui than, chitng té 6ng da tirng dem ching cung 6ng vao
ham ma@. Trong khi moi nguwdi déu biét ong vao do chi dé giam sat néc ham
va lo toan vé viéc thong gié tai cong trueong thi bay gio toi lai mién man
doan xem 6ng da tirng ngdi mot minh trong mo trén mot thanh gb cili ky
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nao do, ngam nga nhitng cau tho duwdi anh den phat ra tiv mii bao ho leo 1ét
nhw thé nao. T6i chang biét 6ng thich nhat bai tho nao vi ching déu bi vay
ban bui than, nhung trong dé c6 mét bai 6ng khoanh tron lai:

C6 bao gio ban ng6i nhin nhitng doan dwong ray

Doén cho titng chiéc xe rong tré lai moéi ngay?

I ach kéo, rit vang rén roi chay

Khdi tubn trao lién tiép mit mu bay

Bay lén di lap 6ng khoi tran day

Roi chi con tréng rong trd ve day.

Co trong t6i gidc mo tran khong che ddy
MGt gidc mo nhu t6i van ngdt ngdy

Vé nang v hay tién tai, danh vong

Gidc mo nao ciing chi la hang mong,
Lirng lo treo trén nhirng chuyén xe long

ROi cling mdi la tréng khoéng vong tré lai.

Angelo De Ponciano
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Sau khi bi budc nghi huwu ¢ tudi 60, B6 van & lai lam c6 van cho cong ty
thém 5 nam nita va chuyén dén séng trong Club House. Con Me thi don
nha xudng bai bién Myrtle, r6t cudc ba cling tim dwgc canh twgng minh da
vé trén birc twdng nam xwa. Pén khi 14 phoi cia B6 khong chiu dung néi va
cong nhan cua ong cting khong cho phép ong budc lén thang may nira thi
ong mdi chiu vé ¢ cung véi Me.

Dén nam 1989, sau khi hoan thanh mot nhiém vu day gian nan, toi xin
nghi phép dai han dé dén Caribbean. Trwdc khi di, t6i cé goi cho bé me. Me
nghe may va bao cho to6i biét 14 phoi ctia B6 da tr¢ nén tram trong hon
nhiéu. Ong con rat phién mudn vi khu mé & Coalwood da bi déng cira,
nhitng chiéc quat gi6 da tat va nhitng cai may bom ciing déu ngirng hoat
dong. Toan bd khu mé bi ngdp chim trong nwéc va sé chang bao gio dugc
mé& ctra trd lai. Bén phién B6 noéi chuyén vai toi, nghe giong ong that yéu
6t nhung cach ndi ctia 6ng van vay - day tu tin va bat can, va c6 lé toi cling
chdng bao gid tac dong dugc gi t6i 6ng. Me nghe dién thoai lai va bao to6i
ctt di nghi mat, dirng lo lang gi, moi viéc sé 6n thoa ca thoi. Toi can than dé
lai tat ca nhitng so6 dién thoai nao c6 thé lién lac dwgc cho t6i va sau dé di
nghi theo ding ké hoach da dé ra. Va trong khi t6i di, B6 mat. Khi toi tré
vé, Me da thiéu xac 6ng va rai tro xuéng vung bién ma ba yéu dau. Téi bay
ngay xuong bai bién Myrtle va thdy ba van nhw vay: vitng vang va can
trong khong dé cho t6i cam thay phién mudn gi vi B0, ngay ca khi ong da
ra di.

T6i cam thdy mot sy thanh than ki la cho du t6i khong & canh bén khi Bo
nham mat xudi tay. Trong nhitng lan vé tham Coalwood truéc day va sau
nay la bai bién Myrtle, t6i va B6 van chao mirng nhau nong hau, trao doi vé
thoi tiét trén dudng tir nha t6i vé dén nha ong, va chi dirng lai & d6. Ong da
muon moi viéc chi nhw vay nén t6i cling chiéu theo. That ra nhitng cudc
viéng tham do6, trong bat cit hoan canh nao, chi yéu t6i muon gap Me dé
cho ba thay mat t6i va xem xét sy tri'éng thanh ctia minh qua nam thang.
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T6i dén bénh vién ma B6 nam trong nhitng phit cudi doi. Nguwoi ho 1y
tro chuyén vdi téi giong day cam thong va réi ho hiéu rang téi chang can
chuan bi tdm ly gi cd. T6i can dugc biét moi viéc mac du n6é khong phai la
bang chitng gi cho cd hai b6 con t6i. R6t cude bac si cling cho t6i biét: Bo
da bi ngat thé, nhitng manh than va bui da bam trong phéi 6ng nam nay qua
thang no bay gio khong cho phép mot ti 6xy nao di vao nita.

Nguwoi ho ly néi c@ nhw Bo t6i la mot ngwdi dan ong rat yéu 6t vay.
Nhung thuc té€ khong phdi thé cho dén khi 14 phdi den ngom do6 rét cudc
cling danh guc 6ng. Chi vai tuan sau, 6ng bat dau bi co rit, rd rang dang bi
14 ph6i hanh ha va bdy gio né da trd thanh yéu td6 quyét dinh cho sy song
con cua ong.

ROi 6ng bi co giat lién tuc. Phai thém mot ngwdi ho 1y nita dé ghi ong lai
trén bang-ca dwa dén phong cap cttu cho bac si cd gang citu chita trong hy
vong nhé nhoi. Lic d6 6ng cao cau c6 va long nguc nhw mudn xé toac
ching ra. Nguai ho 1y ké lai rang mat 6ng van mé trirng tritng cho dén phuit
cudi va toi cé thé twéng tuwgng dugc ro rang cap mat xanh danh thép ludn
ngdi sang d6. Ong van tinh tdo cho dén khi tit thé va sau cling 1a 14c dau
ngudy ngudy nhw muon tir choéi tat cd nhitng sy gitip d& xung quanh minh.
T6i mong rang 6ng da dan lim di trong lic tdm tri con tinh tdo va cAm nhan
duwgce bong t6i dang bao trum 14y minh nhw thé 6ng dang dugc vé lai khu
mo yéu dau ctia 6ng mot 1an cudi. To6i con mong c6 mot canh tay ctia ngwoi
doc cong vuon ra c6 kéo 6ng tir bong toi trd lai véi anh sang. Trong giay
phtt ay, 6ng da c6 thé nhan ra dwgc ngwoi dé, vieon canh tay niu lai mot lan
cudi va nhan dwgc nhitng gi duwgc g trao.

Nhung t6i nghi ngo rang dé khong phai la nhitng gi B6 muon.

T6i xem xét moi thit dé dam bado Me c6 thé 6n dinh trong can nha nam
canh bai cat nau chay doc theo bién Pai Tay Dwong ma ba luén yéu mén.
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Gan day bo me da ngoi xem lai tat ca nhitng gi da dugc dem theo dén day
tt* Coalwood va ca nhitng thit dong trong thung ma ho nghi la t6i hodc Jim
sé can dén. Toi trd vé nha, cat di chiéc thung ba dwa cho t6i ra va cudc song
ct thé tiép dién nhu chwa hé c6 chuyén gi vira xdy ra ca. T6i con rat nhiéu
viéc phdi lam. Nhiéu thang ro6i lai nhiéu nam dan tr6i qua, t6i thdy minh
cang nghi nhiéu vé B6 hon va ct thac mac mai: Vi sao cai chét cia Bo lai
chang lam t6i dau long; thay vao do la cam giac moi thit da két thic va moi
bat dong da dwoc hoa giai, cit nhw moi thit gitta ching t6i da dwoc dan xép
on thoa tw rat 1au réi vay?

Chot toi cam thay minh phai tim vé nhitng qua khit minh da lang quén tw
lau va bat dau m@ thung d6 Me dwa cho t6i. Tat ca déu c6 nét chir cia Me
trir chiéc thung cac tong mau nau va t6i nhan ra nét chit nguéch ngoac cua
B0, chi duy nhat mot chit Sonny. T6i mé no6 ra va tim thay thit duwgc goi can
than trong may 16p khan gidy ma t6i twéng da danh mat twr rat l1au - nhitng
dai day da phai mau va nhitng chiéc huy chwong, cuing v6i mot do tao tac la
lam, mGt miéng tén Itta De Laval bang thép dugce ché tac cuc ki hoan héo.

Théang 11 nam 1997, ngay truée khi t6i nghi hwu va roi khoi NASA, Tién
si Takao Doi, mot nguwdi ban phi hanh gia ctia t6i, mang theo chiéc huy
chwong trong hoi chg khoa hoc va ca chiéc miéng tén lira B6 da giit gin cho
toi 1én phi thuyén Columbia. Lan phéng do6 that hoan hdo, t6i ditng ngay
nguoi nhin con tau roi khoi bé phong ctia Cape Canaveral, trong 1ong cam
thdy vui swéng va ti hao vo han: Sau cing BCMA ciing c6 thé bay vao
khong gian.

Dén tan bay gio, doi lac khi giat minh thirc giac trong dém, to6i nhw nghe
thay tiéng chan BoO buwdc 1én cau thang hay tiéng 1€ giay va tiéng tro chuyén
ram ran cua ca lam viéc khuya. Trong cai khoanh khac cta ranh gigi giita
mo va thue do, toi con nhw nghe thdy tiéng btia nén vao thép va tiéng han
x1 phat ra to* xwong kim khi dién may caa nha than. Nhung moi thit chi la
do gidc; hau hét moi thi tdi biét & Coalwood da bién mat réi. Nhiéu ngoi
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nha cta thg mo gid day trong vang hodac muc nat hét ca. Club House ciing
dang bat dau d6 nat, mai nha khong con an toan dé tréo 1én ngam canh qua
kinh vién vong nita. Con bai than cam dwoc bon t6i mot thoi dat tén Cape
Coalwood da bi san bang, cdy c6i moc um tum, gio' chi con nhitng chu nai
quanh quan va khong con nhitng am thanh cta thdi nién thiéu. Haim mé sau
tham cling da bi bo hoang, tat cd dwong ham déu bi ngdp, may méc chim
trong 16p nwdc den ngom. Chang con diu vét gi twdng nhd dén cong tredng
lam viéc ndm xwa ngoai gach da v& vun cung nhitng tdim bang hiéu hoen 6
ndm lan trong bui cdy moc day. O day dd c6 hang trim ngudi cong nhan
tirng cham chi can cu lam viéc, cling c6 ngwoi da tirng nga xuong ra di mai
mai. Dan giao hwdng cta nén cong nghiép Coalwood da that sy lang im.
Chi con lai nhitng &m thanh vang vong tir mién xa xam va vé ngoai vo gia
tri cua nhitng gi tng hién hitu.

Nhung trong tam tri t6i, Coalwood van s6ng mai. Nhitng ngwoi thg mé
van 1é chan trén con duong mon dan dén nha than, bao nguwdi van tro
chuyén rom ra ra vao Big Store va tu tdp & bac thém truéc nha thd sau khi
di 1é vao ngay Chu nhat. Hé thong mang lwdi thong tin hang rao van lao
Xao truyeén tin titc cung nhitng chuyén tam phao, va dau dé tir trong nui va
thung liing van vang vong tiéng tré con nd dua vdi nhitng cudc phiéu lvu
cda tu6i tho. Nhitng ddy hanh lang va 16p hoc cua triedng xwa van con ram
ran nhitng niém phan khich cta tudi tré, san bong bau duc van am 1 tiéng ho
reo an mung trong nhitng budi téi thi sdu rét cam ctia mua thu. Ngay ca
dén bay gio, Coalwood van ton tai, va khong ai hodc nén cong nghiép gian
kho hay ca mot chinh pht tan bao nao c6 thé hoan toan tiéu hay dugc
Coalwood; mot khi nhitng ai titng song & do khoi ggi lai qua khit ctia minh,
nhat 1a khi ho nh¢ lai khoanh khac chitng kién nhitng qua tén liva vit 1én
khong trung, khong phdi bang chat n6 day vat ly ma bang tinh yéu manh
liét cua nhitng con nguwoi dang kinh, bang si chi dan cia mét c6 gido kinh
yéu, va bang ca gidc mo nong chay ctia nhitng cau bé héa tién ngay ay.
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L.OI TRI AN

T6i con ng 16i cAm on véi rat nhiéu ngwoi cho cudn sach nay. Pau tién,
toi xin gwi 101 biét on v6 han dén Mickey Freiberg ctia Hoi Nghé si & Los
Angeles, ngudi da nhan ra gia tri cuén sach nay tir khai niém mo ho dau
tien caa no. Chinh vi long tin cia 6ng vao cau chuyén va sy tu tin cia 6ng
vao kha nang viét lach cna t6i da tao co hdi cho to6i tién hanh cong viéc nay.
Chan thanh cam on David Groff vé kha nang ho trg bién tap tuyét voi,
Frank Weimann cua H6i Nha Van & New York da chdp nhan ban thdo va
thuyét phuc nha xuat ban. Rat biét on Amir Fedder va Rick Capogrosso ctia
HOi Nghe si, va Jessica Wainwright, Lauran Mactas, va Kim Marsar cua
Hoi Nha Van vi sy trg giup vo gia cua cac ban.

T6i nghi can phai cdAm on nhitng thién than ho ménh da theo t6i bao nam
nay va chac ho da gidap to6i c6 dwgc Tom Spain ctia Delacorte Press lam
bién tdp vién cho minh. Khd nang tim thay nhitng yéu t6 cot 16i cia cudn
sach nay cua Tom (doi lic con chi chung ra trong khi toi khong phat hién
dwgc) da lam nén cubn sach nay day. Rat cAm on Micht Hoffman cua
Delacorte vi long t6t cua anh. Karen Mender, Carisa Hays, Linda Steinman,
va Vicki Flich cling da giip d& rat nhiéu. Trong su6t qua trinh viét l1ach,
Carole Baron, Leslie Schnur, va moi nhan vién caa ho tai Delacorte luon
lu6n hang hai va chuyén nghiép khi ho trg t6i. T6i xin chan thanh cam on
no lue cua tat ca cac ban.

T6i mong dugc to long biét on dén Chuck Gordon, Mark Sternberg, va
Peter Cramer ctia Nha san xuat Daybreak da nhan ldy ban thdo chwa hoan
hdo va chuyén thé n6 xuyén suot nhitng khé khan & Hollywood. Cam on ca
Joe Johnson, Larry Franco, Lewis Colick, va tit cd nhan vién cta hang san
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xuat phim truyén Universal Studios da cho cau chuyén cta t6i 1én man bac.
Ho da lam cai khong thé thanh c6 thé.

T6i khong biét dung 16i cdm on nao hon cho nhitng ngudi da doc béan
thdo cho toi trong suét qua trinh sadng tac, dac biét la Linda Terry, ngwoi
theo doi tt nhitng dong dau tién chwa dugc got riia va gitp toi cdi thién qua
tirtng phién ban. Cam on Linda lan nia vi tinh yéu va sy ho trg ctia c6 trong
subt qua trinh sang tao. Toi sé khong thé viét 1én cudn sach nay néu khong
c6 co. Con c6 sy giup dd nhiét tinh t c6 ban Emily Sue Buckberry cung
16p tw treong trung hoc Big Creek trong viéc dinh chinh thém nhitng chi
tiét xdy ra trong qua khi, gop y vé bién tap, va thiic day toi vé ca tinh than.
Pac biét cdm on chd t6i, Harry Kenneth Lavender, vi 6ng da cho nhiéu
thong tin ki thudt vé khai thac than va cudc séng chung ngoai céng truong.

Cam on Perry Turner va Pat Trenner, bién tap vién cta tap chi Air &
Space/Smithsonian vé bai viét “Hoi Tén Lira Pan Pao Big Creek,” da tao
dwgc sy chi y cho cudn sach nay.

Sau cung, 16i cam on chan thanh nhat xin gii dén nhitng ngwoi ban da
tirng 1a thanh vién cta nhitng cau bé héa tién vi da dong y cho toi viét vé
qua kh cia ho. Cam on c6 Jan Siers vi da cho phép t6i ké vé Sherman.
Cam on anh Jim da lam sinh dong hon cho nhitng bat dong trong thoi tho
au cua bon t6i. Cam on nhitng ban hoc mu6n gidu tén nhwng ciing da gidap
toi rat nhiéu va ho ciling xuat hién trong sach dwdi mot 16p vo boc nao do.
Va xin cam on Me vi van giit dugc sy khoi hai trong nhitng gidy phit quy
quyét cda cau con trai thit nay dén tan ngay nay.

- Homer H. Hickam, Jr.

Thang 5 nam 1998
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CUNG POQC, CUNG CHIA SE

“ Tién si Mark A. Hill 1a Gidam d6c Vién Gido duc quéc té (IIE) tai Viét
Nam. IIE-Vietnam (www.iievn.org) thay mdt Uy ban Vin héa Gi4o duc ctia
B0 Ngoai giao Hoa Ky quan ly cac trung tam tw van Education USA & Ha
No6i va Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh. Cac trung tdm nay cung cdp tw van gido
duc mién phi va khach quan cho nhitng ngwoi Viét Nam mudn du hoc &
Hoa Ky. Ké ttr khi dwgc thanh 1ap nam 1919, su6t 90 nam qua IIE van lu6n
“Opening Minds to the World®” (M¢& long ra véi thé gidi - tén mot chuyén
muc trén website cua I1E).

https://thuviensach.vn



“ Dr. Mark A. Ashwill is Director of the Institute of International
Education (IIE) office in Vietnam. IIE-Vietnam (www.iievn.org) manages
Education USA advising centers in Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City on behalf
of The U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural
Affairs. These EducationUSA centers provide free and unbiased
educational advising to Vietnamese interested in studying in the U.S.
Founded in 1919, IIE has been “Opening Minds to the World*” for 90
years.

“ Cherokee 1a thé dan My, tirng dinh cw & cac bang mién déng nam nuwéc
My (Alabama, Georgia, Kentucky, North Carolina, South Carolina,
Tennessee va Virginia).

“ Than bitum 1a dang than phé bién nhét, con dwoc goi 1a than mém,
chita nhiéu lwu huynh, tap chat (nhwa dwong, hac in...) (Tat ca nhitng chu
thich trong cudn sach nay la cta dich gia).

“ Mot loai dugc pham chiét xudt tir thudc phién, nhim giam dau.

“ Harry S. Truman (1884 - 1972) 1a Phé t6ng théng thit 34 (1945) va la
Tong thong thit 33 cia Hoa Ky (1945-1953), ké nhiém Nha Trang sau cai
chét ctia Franklin D. Roosevelt.

“ UMWA (hay UMW) la Lién minh Cong nhan nganh Mé (United Mine
Workers of American). John L. Lewis (1880 - 1969) la mot lanh dao nguoi
My¥ ctia cac td6 chiéc cong doan, gitt chitc cha tich UMWA tir 1920 dén
1960.

“ John Davison Rockefeller, Cha (1839 - 1937): 1a mot nha c6ng nghiép
nguwoi My, ngwoi dong mot vai tro quan trong trong nganh cong nghiép dau
mo thdi so khai, ngudi sang 1ap cong ty Standard Oil - cong ty 16n nhat va
c6 lgi nhuan cao nhat trén thé gidi. Ong c6 thoi 1a ngwdi gidu nhat thé gidi.

“ American Bandstand (1952-1989): show truyén hinh 4m nhac, gin véi
ngwoi dan chuwong trinh kiém nha san xuat Dick Clark.

“* John Constantine “Johnny” Unitas (1933 -2002): 1a mot ciu tha béng
bau duc chuyén nghiép tir nhitng nam 1950 dén nhitng nam 1970, duwgc coi
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la mot trong nhitng tién vé xudt sac nhat moi thoi dai cia Lién doan bong
bau duc My.

“ Bart Starr (sinh ngay 9 thang 1 nim 1934): 1a cyu cau tha béng bau
duc chuyén nghiép cua My va la huan luyén vién.

Y Noi dit can ctt khong quan ctia My.

! Dwight D Eisenhower 1a Téng théng thi? 34 ciia Hoa Ky (1953-1961).

“! Ngay 4 thang 7 1a ngay L& Doc Lap tai Hoa K.

*“ The Star Spangled Banner - quéc ca chinh thitc cia Hoa Ky.

* Konstantin Eduardovich Tsiolkovsky (1857 - 1935): 1a mot nha khoa
hoc ly thuyét, nha nghién cttu, nguwdi dat nén mong cho nganh du hanh vii
tru hién dai, nha s pham, nha van Nga - X6 Viét. Ngoai ra ong dugc biét
dén vGi vai tro la nha sang ché tén Itta X0 Viét, nguoi tién phong trong 1y
thuyét du hanh vii tru.

*“ Robert Hutchings Goddard (1882 -1945): gido su vat ly, nha khoa hoc
nguoi My, la nguoi tien phong trong linh vire tén ltva dung nhién liéu long.

“* Tropic of cancer.

“! Errol Leslie Thomson Flynn (1909 - 1959): dién vién dién anh ngudi
Uc, ndi tiéng nhét véi cac vai giang ho lang tiv day chét 1ang man trong cac
phim Hollywood va 16i song khoa treong ctia minh.

“ “Invictus” 1a bai tho ngén cta nha tho Anh William Ernest Henley,
xuat ban lan dau tién vao ndm 1875. Tya dé nay la tiéng Latin, c6 nghia la
“khong bi danh bai”.

“ Crawdad - mot loai tom séng c6 hinh déng gan giéng nhu tom him.

“ George: chi céac thoi ky vua George ctia Anh (1714-1830).

“ Henry Fonda (1905-1982) 1a nam dién vién phim kiém nghé si san
khau ndi tiéng ctia My.

“! Nguyén tac: “say mém nhw Cooter Brown”. Cooter Brown 1a mét
nhan vat huyén thoai vé kha nang uéng rugu. Cai tén mang tinh an du va vi
von, dugc dung khi so sanh véi mot nguwdi nao dé uéng nhiéu rugu.

“ Ichabod Crane 1a mét nhan vat trong truyén ngin ctia Washington
Irving, The Legend of Sleepy Hollow, xuat ban lan dau tién nam 1820.
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Ichabod Crane dwgc khac hga nhv mot gido vién gady com va cao léu
nghéu. Truyén ngan nay dugc dung thanh phim Sleepy Hollow, trong dé
nhan vat Crane do Johnny Deep dong.

“ Lowell Jackson Thomas (1892-1981) la mot nha vian My, nha dién
thuyét va 1t hanh. Tén tudi ctia 6ng gan véi cudn sach “With Lawrance in
Arabia”, ké vé tiéu st ctia dai td Lawrence, cling nhw nhitng thuwéc phim vé
nhan vat nay khi 6ng lam nhiém vu tai Arab.

- Doughnut la mot loai banh ran tron, c6 mét 16 tron & giira.

“ Half eye-glasses.

“! May kinh vi 1a dung cu cta nhitng ngudi vé ban do dia hinh dung dé
do cac goc chiéu ngang va chiéu thang ding.

“! Cay mai chau (hickory) thuéc dong Carya, cé nhiu loai khac nhau,
v0i la kép va hat 16n. Hoa mai chau mau vang phét xanh, nd vao mua xuan.
Trai hinh oval hoac hinh cau, dai 2-5cm va cé dwong kinh 3cm.

“! Moccasins: giay da danh - mot loai gidy cta thd dan Bic M.

“ Sears hay con duogc biét dén vé6i cai tén Sears, Roebuck & Company,
la mot thvong hiéu ban 1é caa My.

** Salvation army: d6i quan citu t&€, mot hoat dong tir thién qudc té€ mang
tinh chat ton giéo.

“! Nguyén vin: Yankee, chi nhitng M§ séng & khu virc phia Bic nuéc
My, nhitng nguwdi anh hwdng nhiéu béi van héa Anh.

=1 foot = 0,3048 mét.

“ Peter Gunn 1a series phim truyén hinh trinh tham ctia My duwgc chidu
trén kénh NBC sau dé la ABC tir 1958 dén 1961. Vai chinh do Craig
Stevens dam nhiém. Nguwoi sang tao ra show nay (thinh thodang kiém dao
dién, ngwai viét kich ban) la Blake Edwards.

“ Appalachia 1a tén chi dén vung ¢ mién Déng Hoa Ky kéo dai tir Tiéu
bang New York dén Mississippi, nam xung quanh day Appalachian.

“ Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) 1a tip doan cua chinh pht Hoa Ky
dwgc thanh 1ap bai Qudc hdi vao thang 5 nam 1933 véi trach nhiém la cung
cap van tdi, dién, phan boén, phong I lut, va phat trién kinh té trong khu
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vuc thung ling Tennessee, mot khu vuc bi thoi ky Pai Suy thoai anh hwong
nghiém trong. Pay con la mdt co quan phat trién kinh té cho khu vic bang
cach dung cac nha chuyén moén lién bang va dién lwc dé hién dai hoa xa hoi
va kinh t€ khu vizc mot cach nhanh chéng.
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