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NGHIEP PE VUONG
Mi Ngit Gia
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 1: M@ Pau. Phong Hoa
edit: Thi Tu co6 nuong
beta: Han Phong Tuyét
*Phong hoa: Hao hoa phong nha

Ngay muoi ba thang tdm nam nay la sinh nhat lan thit mwdi lam cua t6i,
cling la ngay dién ra nghi 1é cap ke.

Dai 1€ cap ké cua t6i dwgc Hoang hau va Tan Man Trwdng Cong chida
cung nhau ditng ra chu tri, con c6 Thai tt phi dich than dan theo cdc ménh
phu phu nhan dén du 1é. Trong kinh thanh, ni* quyén cua cac dong ho I6n
cling gt thiép va lé vat dén chic mirng.

Trén Minh Buong, toi mdc bo hoa phuc nam 16p reom ra c6 dudi vay dai
1é thé udn lwgn phia sau, cham rai buédc qua bac thém ngoc trai gam, ditng
tredc bai vi cda to tién dong ho Vwong, nin thd quy xuéng, chap hai ban
tay, dang vé chinh té cui that thap dau lé bai.

Mau than cua t6i, Tdn Man tredng Cong chiia, mét than hoang y* xen
chit sac dé théu chim loan bang chi vang, trén tran tram phuwong dung dua,
dung dua nhé nhe, anh 1én giot 1€ trong su6t noi day mat.

*Hoang y: y phuc mau vang

Hoang hau hoa phuc long trong, cling chinh la c6 c6 rudt caa toi, cham
cham ng6i xudng ghé phurgng, mim cwdi dwa mat nhin toi.
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Mau than ty tay vén toc t6i 1én, titng 16p titng 16p téc x€p 1én nhau thanh
mot bui cao.

C0 c0 mang mot cay tram bat ngoc Iwu ly ngy t&™* t6i cai vao bui toc trén
dau toi, dung chiéc khuyén cai téc* hinh trang khuyét c6 gang muwdi tam
vién tran chau to tron vén nhitng sgi toc x0a tridc tran cua toi 1én, dé 10
vang tran tron bong.

*Ngu tir: vat vua ban

*Khuyeén cai toc: lvge cai téc ngay nay

Mau than mim cwdi roi 16, khong hé chdp mat nhin t6i quy lay t6 tién,
hoang hau, phu mau, huynh treéng khi 1é quan doc 16i chic tung. Két thic
budi 1€, t6i cham rai ding 1én, ngang dau lén, ngam nhin ti phia.

Duéi sanh dwong hoa 16, moi ngwoi déu yén lang khong phat ra mot tiéng
dong.

Anh dén ryc & trén cao chiéu boéng dang t6i xudng nén gach sang, toi
nhin thay bui téc may cao, yéu diéu thuét tha.

Toi tir ti budce tirng budc, thu hiat &nh mat &nh mat mo mang ctia moi
nguoi, khién 1é quan quén ca hat 1é.

Pirng doc 1ap gitra noi trung tam ruc rd anh sang, hét thdy hao quang déu
tap trung hét trén nguoi toi.

Po6n nhan 4nh mat ctia moi ngwoi, téi khe khé nguwdc mat 1én, c6 doc ma
kiéu hanh, vo cung tu hao.

Lan dau tién trong doi, toi tach khoi moi nguwdi, khong can cha me huynh
treong ding phia trvdc dang rong canh tay bao ve.
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Gio khac nay, tat ca moi ngwdi déu nhw tach biét that xa x6i, chi con mot
minh toi ditng lang im.
Van ngudi cham chu nhin vé phia t6i, duy chi khong cé han.

Khong con anh mat vinh vién diu dang chita y cudi kia.

Toi biét tir gio khac nay, khodng thoi gian trudc day da mot di khong trd
lai.

Tinh mo ngay hom sau, t6i bi Tt c6 c6 giuc day sém, troi con chwa sang
da bat dau thay y phuc, thoa phan, trang diém.

Hom nay la lan dau tién t6i thye hién 1€ nghi ctia mot nit tir da trwdng
thanh, di thinh an cha me.

Trang diém xong, Tt c6 c6, Cam Nhi va mot dam thi ni* kinh ngac nhin
toi hoi lau, khong noi nén 10i.

Trong guong la mot ni¥ tr toc bui phi tien, mdc vay dai xanh ngoc theu
chim loan bang chi bac, bén ngoai khoac 4o choang méng théu hoa twong
Vi.

RO rang la toi, nhung cting ro rang khong con la toi.

Pém qua cé mua nén sang nay trdi quang dang, gié nhe nhe thoi lam
tirng canh hoa qué tung bay dwéi mai hién, thoang thoang trong khong khi
mui hvong thom mat cua nhuy hoa.

Pén hanh lang phia tay thi cham mat ca ca mot than bach y tay 4o bong
bénh di t6i.

€€~

Ca ca “a” mot tiéng, di quanh t6i m6t vong, d6i may kiém nhuwéng nhéch
1én cao hét mirc, dang vé vo cung kinh ngac.
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Toi c6 y ngang cao dau, bat chuwéc bd dang nhwréng may cuia ca ca, cudi
cwoi liéc sang, dé mac cho huynh dy tuy y nhan xét.

“Nu cudi dep nay, déi mat dep nay... Thyc la thac nhan* hiém gap”. Ca
ca trung ra vé phong luwu, cao giong ngam vang, tir doi con nguoi den 10 ra
y cuwoi co quai.

*Thac nhan: Mot bai kinh thi thoi Chu cia Khong T, dung & day y chi
nguoi dep.

T6i mim moi khong néi, con ngwoi chuyén dong, nhin huynh ay tir trén
xuong dwédi, that mudn xem hém nay lai muén gié tro gi nita.

Ca ca go chiéc quat 16ng trong 1ong ban tay, tiép tuc ngdm nga, “Té hau

chi ti, vé hau chi thé, dong cung chi mudi, hinh hau chi di, dam céng*...”.
Hai chit “duy tw*” phia sau con chuwa kip noi ra, toi da véi tay giang lay
chiéc quat 16ng, hung hang danh mot cai that manh.

*Phan 10i n6i cia nhan vat la trich doan tir bai Thac nhan 1, y chi dén
than phan ton quy FEAERE, KIBENXK, TRZF, @HEREZIE, ¥
Bk, FMRZER, EBAHEFA. Nguyén van: Thac nhan ky ky Y cam
kinh y, T€ hau chi t& Vé hau chi thé, BDong cung chi mudi. Hinh hau chi di,
Pam cong duy tw. Chu giai caa Chu Hy: thac nhan: ngwoi dep, chi nang
Trang Khuwong. ky: dang trwedng thanh. cam: do gdm c6 van. kinh: do don.
Mac 4o gam r6i phu mét 16p 4o don méng & ngoai vi van gdm qua loé loet,
phai phii théem cho bét ruc rd. dong cung: cung cua thai t& ¢ phia dong, tic
1a thai tr Pac Than nwdc Te. Néu 1én mdi lién hé vai thai tir ma néi la cung
mot me, n6i nang sinh ra ¢ noi ton quy. mudi: nguwoi em gai sinh sau minh.
di: di, em gai vg minh. tw: dwgng, chéng ctia chi em gai minh. Hinh hau,
Pam cong: vua nwdc Hinh, nwéc BDam déu la chong cta chi em Trang
Khwong, ay la n6i chung lan nhau vay. Con gai cia chu hau thi ga cho chw
hau thi bac ton quy déu dong nhau. Truyén Xuan Thu néi rang: nang Trang
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Khwong dep ma khong c6 con, nguwdi nwdc Vé méi lam bai Thac Nhan dé
pho tran viéc ay ra, ma chwong dau qua khen tdng sy ton quy cta gia toc
nang dé thay rd nang la chinh dich phu nhan, dang dwgc than mén trong
hau, day la 10i than thé sau xa cho sy mé hodc t6i tdm ctia Trang Cong, vua
nuwdc Vé.Dich tho: Ta Quang Phat Nguwoi dep nay tredng thanh dam tham,
Ao méng che 16p gdm ryc mau. Nang 13 i nit Té hau, Phu nhan nuwéc Ve,
ding dau cung nga. Té dong cung nang la em gdi, Chi em nang da lay Hinh
hau, Pam cong, di dwgng v6i nhau. (Nguon: thivien.net)

Ca ca cudi 16n tranh dwgc, miéng van con tiép tuc tréu tirc toi, “Vé hau,
Vé hau, Vé hau cua A Vi nha ta @ dau thé?”.

T6i can moi, vanh tai lai nong 1én, hai go ma ciing c6 vé néng lén.

“Phu than khong phai Té hau, huynh cling khéng phéai Bong cung Thai
ti”, toi nén gian tri'ng mat, “Huynh dam néi dua nhw vay, dé phu than nghe
thdy xem c6 danh gay chan huynh khong?”.

“Mac du khong phai la vay, nhung cting khong khac biét 1a may, chang 1é
muoi khong phdi mudi mudi cua Thai t?”. Thay téi dé birng mat, ké dang
han kia cang thém dac y, mim cwdi tién lai, “Hom qua huynh da xem cho
muoi mot qué, qué da néi, A Vi nha ta nam nay c6 sao Hong Loan chiéu,
sé gdp dugc lvong nhan*!”.

*Lwong nhan: ngwdi ma s6 ménh da dinh sé tré thanh mdt nira ciia minh
va ban than cling sé danh tron tinh cam cho nguai do.

T6i dam chan mot cdi, gio tay hwdng vé phia eo huynh dy ma choc, ca ca
han sg nhat la bi nhot, cudéng quyt nghiéng minh né tranh, cting to6i nhao
loan mot goc san.

Pam nguwoi Cam Nhi thay t6i va ca ca dua gion, dirng lui sang mot bén,
khanh khach cwoi khong nging.
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T c6 6 do khoc dé cudi, “Mau dirng nghich nira, tiéu Quan chiia cua
toi 0i... Twéng gia lic nay cling da hoi pha réi, con nao loan nita la no ty sé
bi trach phat!”.

Thira dip t6i bi Tt c6 c6 gitr 1ay, ca ca m&i co6 thé dit ra, cwdi 16n ma bé
chay.

To6i gian dit quay dau lai, “Tt ¢6 c6! Lan nao c6 ciling thién vi huynh
ay!”.

T c6 c0 14y tay 4o che miéng cwoi tham, dang vé xinh dep nho nh3, diu
dang noi, “Sao Hong Loan chiéu la chuyén t6t, Quan chua tai sao lai ban
tam chi?”.

T6i nhat thoi tritng mat nhin T ¢6 o, khong biét nén vui hay nén buon,
dén ca T co cb cling tréu gheo t6i 16:i.

“Twéng gia hién dang & tién dwong, Quan chiia dén thinh an Cong chda
trwdc di”. Cam Nhi ¢ bén canh khé noi, kip thoi giai vay gitp toi.

“Cling dugc”. T6i t6 vé khong théem dé y, xoay ngudi roi di, lai am tham
cti dau, che giau hai go ma dang dé trng.

Chung t6i that s la mot d6i huynh mudi buwéng binh, tir nho dén 16n déu
la nhu vay.

Trong mat nguwdi doi, ca ca phong lwu tuan nha, t6i xinh dep ton quy, déu
la nhitng nhan vat than tién duwgc thé nhan ngudng mo.

Nhung ma, cai goi la hau dué danh mon quy tdc phong lwu tao nha chang
qua chi la vé bé ngoai.

No6i ding ra, ching t6i 1a mot d6i huynh mudi binh thwong giong nhw
nhitng thiéu nam thiéu ni* binh dan, ciing c6 lic buéng binh choi dua, vi
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nhitng chuyén nho khong quan trong ma tranh gianh quay nao khong nghi,
cling c6 lic hon nhién ti do budng tha, & tredc mat cha me luon la nhitng
dta tré mai mai khong trwdng thanh, cling c6 lic wu thwong x6t xa, gidu
mot phan tinh cdAm nho nho trong long,..

Mot tran gio6 thoi qua, hoa qué vang rao rao tan loan roi xuéng hanh lang,
hwong thom ngao ngat dong 1ong nguoi.

Nam nay hoa qué nd c6 s6ém mot chut, hién tai da bat dau tan.

Toi c6 y cui dau ma budc di, lai mot 1an nita bi 16i néi cia ca ca cham t6i
tam tw, nhat thoi, trong long tran day phién mudn.

No6i céi gi ma sao Hong Loan chiéu, sé sém gap phu quan... Phu quan
cha toi tdi hoang lang gitt dao hiéu, chrra xong ky han ba nam, lam sao c6
thé tré vé cudi toi chi.

Ba nam, mot khoang thoi gian dai dang dang.
T6i ngo ngan nhin vé phia bau tréi ménh mang xa x6i, khé thd dai.

Hoang lang noi chan troi xa kia, lic nay han da doén tiét troi thu mat mé
10i.
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NGHIEP PE VUONG
Mi Ngit Gia

www.dtv-ebook.com
Chuong 2: Phong Luu

edit & beta: Han Phong Tuyét
T6i xudt than tir Lang Gia Vwong thi*.
*Lang Gia Vuong thi: dong ho Vuong c6 qué goc ¢ Lang Gia.

Lang Gia Vuong thi, ké tir khi 1ap quoc ba tram nam vé tredc, van luén
la tha linh si tdc, la gia toc c6 danh vong 16n nhat trong cac thé gia quy tdc,
nhiéu doi két than cung hoang that, chap chwdéng trong quyén trong triéu.
Ca dong ho Vuong, moi thé hé luon c6 khong it hoc gia uyén tham, nhan
tai xuat hién, truyén lai tai danh cho doi sau, duwgc nguwdi trong thién ha
nguwong mo, dang la vong tdc* dé nhat duong triéu.

*Vong toc: nha c6 danh vong trong xa hoi phong kién

Dudi dong ho Vuong 1a t¢ dai vong tdc Ta, On, V&, C6, bon tru cot vitng
vang, nho si toc ngoai thich* ma khong ngirng khuéch treong quyén thé, vo
cung cwong thinh, co hé c6 thé sanh vai cung hoang that. Canh twgng si toc
nha cao ctra rong kéo dai mai tdi thoi tién hoang.

*Ngoai thich: hg ngoai

Sau khi tién hoang vira 1én ngoi, tam virong doat vi, cau két véi gidc
ngoai xam phat dong phan loan.

Mot tran chién danh su6t bay nam, gan mot nira s6 dé ti tinh anh trong
cac si toc déu tham gia cudc chién nay.
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Dudi thoi thai binh thinh thé, nao cé ai ngo tdi tran chién kia lai kéo dai
nhu vay.

Con chau quy tdc quen an sung mdc swdng ciing birng birng khi thé chi
muon cudi ngya ra tran lap cong 16n.

Song, nhiéu nam chinh chién lién tiép da bién ruéng néng cua nhan dan
thanh phé tich, dién trang cling thanh chén hoang vu, dan chiing lang thang
khap noi, thé thdm hon ca dai han ngan nam. Bdy nam chién loan, ba tanh
chét bdi nan doi va chién tranh tinh bang don vi hang nghin.

Rét nhiéu thé hé con chau si toc da mang nhiét huyét va tinh mang cta
ho ch6n vui vinh vién tai chon sa treong.

Sau dai nan nay, sinh lyc cta si tdc bi hao ton ndang né, rat nhiéu dién
trang bi huy hodc bo khong. Thé toc thuong khong lo viéc dong ang, phan
nhiéu déu 1é thudc vao ruéng dat cho thué nén rat nhiéu toc nhan da mat di
tai lwc, khong thé tiép tuc chdng dd ca gia toc 16n, suy sup chi trong mot
déem.

Loan thé vira qua, nhitng dong toc ban han xudt than quan nhan lai nho
vao cong trang 1ap dugc trong chién tranh ma thang tién, nhanh chéng ma
rong quyén luc, nam giit binh quyén khong 16, danh bai sach lwgc “trong
van khinh v6” da may tram nam cta triéu dinh. Nhitng vo twéng hen mon
xwra kia phai chiu sy khinh thwong dan dan buwdc t6i dinh cao quyén lyc.

Lic duong kim hoang thwong 1én ngoi, toc Dot Quyét phwong Bac va
nuwéc lang giéng phia Nam lic nao ciing quay ray, khong ngitng xam pham
bién gidi.

Sau dot han han kéo dai, quoc kho trong khong, bénh dich hoanh hanh.
Cung cuc sinh t0i 4c, sau sau nam, cudi cung ¢ Kién An da ndi lén cudc
bao loan ctiia mwoi van nan dan.

https://thuviensach.vn



Quan lai khap noi lgi dung tinh hinh loan lac ma kiém tién bé tui riéng.
Chuyén dai sy gdy roi ky cuwong nay cling giip cac vo twéng duoc dip
chinh chién mé rong thuc Iwc, thé Ivc quan nhan dan dan chiém thé thuwgng
phong, khién triéu dinh titng budc thoai nhugng.

Thoi dai thinh thé huy hoang kia rot cudc cling mot di khong tré lai.

Trai qua may chuc nam tranh ddu, cac dai thé gia hau hét déu that bai,
khong ngirng danh mat dan quyeén thé.

Co thé ditng vitng vang tai noi dau séng ngon gio6 chi con duy nhat hai
toc Vuong, Ta.

badc biéet la Vuong tdc, can co vitng vang, be phai rong rai, con c6 Khanh
Duong Vwong trong tay nam gitt hai muwoi van quan phia nam.

Chi can nén tang gia tdc con ton tai, mudn lam lung lac gia toc t6i la diéu
e rang khong ai c6 thé lam dwoc, cho du la hoang thugng cling khong thé.

Phu than la trong than hai triéu, gitt vai tro hitu twéng, kiém chirc vi Pai
Tw Ma*, phong la Tinh Quoc Cong.

*Pai Tw Ma: chitc quan v6 16n nhat & thoi phong kién. (ngang vGi Dai
twong quan, khi ra tran dugc phong lam nguyen soai)

Thic phu chwéng quan Cam quan dai noi, gitr chitc Binh bd Thugng
Thu.

Tt chén bén canh vua t6i cac chau quan déu bo tri mon dé caa phu than.

Trudc gio nam dinh ctia Vwong tdc khong nhiéu, t6i doi t6 phu* thi it di
han, hién tai con chau chi treéng chi cé toi va ca ca. Nguwoi trong toc & hai
chi thir da sém phan bo khap qué cii Lang Gia t6i kinh thanh, déu la nha
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cao ctra rong, nam git* nhitng noi xung yéu. Thé lyc sau rong cua Vwong
toc da cam sdu ca vao trong nén mong cua hoang triéu.

*T6 phu: 6ng noi

Mau than t6i la mudi mudi duy nhat ctia dwong kim hoang thwong, Tan
Man Trwéeng Cong chiia duwge Thai hau vo cung sung di.

C6 mau la hoang hau trong cung, mau nghi thién ha, mot tay dwra biéu
huynh cua toi 1én vi thai tw.

Ten toi la Vwong Huyen*, viva mdi ra doi da dugc tr phong la Thugng
Duong Quan chua.

*Huyén: thong minh, nhanh nhen (tinh cach)

Nhung nguwai nha van thich goi téi bang nhii danh, A Vi*.

*Vii (§%): dé thuwong

Khi con bé, toi thie sy khong hiéu ré hoang cung va Tinh Qudc Cong
pht, noi nao madi la nha minh.

Hon ntta thoi gian thoi tho du cda t6i 1a song trong cung dinh, dén nay

trong Phuong Tri cung van con c6 tam dién cua toi.

Mau than la dita con gai ma Thai hdu yéu mén nhat, con t6i lai la dita con
gai duy nhat ctia mau than. C6 c6 tirng ndi dua rang: “Trwdng cong chuia la
bong hoa dep nhat thién triéu, tiéu Quan chua lai la giot swong trong suot
nhat trén nhuy hoa”. Khi dé, ca c6 c6 va t6i déu khong nghi tdi, giot swong
mac du diu hién nhwng lai khong chiu dwgc anh nang thiéu doét, nhitng vat
qua tot dep déu khong dé ton tai.

C0 c0 khong c6 con gai, thwong mang theo toi bén canh, ty minh day
nghi 1é cung dinh, dé t6i va cac dién ha cung nhau di hoc, tham chi con
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dung tung cho t6i sau khi choi dua mét méi c6 thé ngu trén giwvdng phuwong
cua hoang hau trong Chieu Duong dién.

T6i thich giwvong phugng cta c6 ¢o, ¢t quan 1ay mau than doi cho bang
dwgc mot chiéc giwong giong y nhu vay.

Co6 c6 va mau than chi nhin nhau cwoi, ca ca ditng bén canh lai cuwoi xau
Xa noi: “A Vii ngoc, chi c6 hoang hau mdi cé thé ngu trén givdng phuong,
chdng 18 mudi mudn ga cho thai tr ca ca sao?”.

Mau than giat minh cwdi trlr, ¢6 ¢06 lai tha dai, “Pang ti€c A Vii van con
qua nho”.

Nam 4y toi chi mdéi bay tudi, khong biét thanh than 1a gi, nhung tredc do
van khong thich mat théi tit ca ca lu6n cdy manh.

Hai nam sau, thai t& thanh than, ldc ay t6i vira méi chin tudi, chua téi
tudi lap gia dinh, ngwoi duwgce chon lam Thai ti phi 1a Ta gia ty ty.

Thai t& phi Ta Uyén Dung, tai mao nha nhan c6 mot khong hai tai Kinh
Hoa, t0i rat thich ty ay, hoang thwgng cting khen ty ay c6 phong thai cta
mau nghi thién ha.

Nhung co co lai khong thich ty, thai t ca ca cling lanh lung voi ty.

Béi vi Uyén Dung ty ty la chau gai ctia Ta quy phi, nguwoi rat dugc hoang
thugng sung ai.

Ta quy phi nhiéu nam nay van la cai gai trong mat c6 co.

Ta gia mac du ludn bi chén ép dén suy tan, nhung c6 c6 van khong yén
long v6i con trai cua Ta quy phi — Tam dién ha T® Pam.

Do6i mat khap Kinh Hoa, my nam ti* n6i danh nhat chinh 1a Tam dién ha,
tiép d6 mdi dén ca ca.
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T6i va ca ca tr nho da dugc dwa vao cung lam ban hoc v6i cac hoang t,
Thai ti thi c6 chap, Nhi dién ha yéu 6t nhiéu bénh, chi c6 Tam dién ha 16n
1én cung ching t6i, thwdng cung nhau choi dua tai noi hoc tap, gan bo than
thiét voi nhau.

Khi d6 y vao sy sung ninh ctaa Thai hau, chang toi lic nao cling choi dua
am 1vo6 phap vo thién.

Bat ké la gay hoa gi, chi can tr6n vao Van Tho cung, dva vao long ngoai
t0 mau* thi hinh phat nao ciing bi ngwdi héa giai, tra nhw mai nha vitng
chéc che chan trén dau ching t6i, vinh vién khong phai lo lang t6i muwa gio,
ngay ca hoang thuwong ciing khong ngoai lé.

*Ngoai t6 mau: ba ngoai

Thwong ngay, ca ca ludn la nguwdi c6 nhiéu cha y pha rdi nhat, téi la
nguoi dwgc wu i nhat, con Tam dién ha luon luon la ngwdi ditng triede lam
bia chan cho toi.

Thiéu nién diu dang 6n hoa nay ké thira dang vé cao quy doan trang tao
nha cta hoang that, tinh tinh dam bac diém tinh, hoa thudn, giong hét mau
than da sau da cam ctia huynh ay, dwong nhw troi sinh da khong vi bat c
chuyén gi ma noi gian, bat cit chuyén gi xdy ra déu c6 thé gitt nu cuoi diu
dang, lang lang cham chu nhin déi phuwong.

Nhitng nam thang vo wu vo lo kia cling dang lo dang troi qua nhanh nhw
gio.

Ba ngudi ching t6i dan 16n 1én, cho dén khi day thi da bat dau 16 dang vé
thiéu nam thiéu ni.

Moi lan chiing t6i cung nhau xuat hién déu khién moi ngwdi kinh ngac,
cat 10i ca tung.
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Ca ca va Tt Pam di qua noi nao cling c6 mot dam tré ndp phia sau hanh
lang len lén doi theo.

Maoi lan trong cung t6 chitc yén tiéc, cac nit quyén déu dan chat mat vao
ca ca. T Pam mac du la hoang tt, dang vé tuan nha hon ca ca nhung
khong dwgc cac thiéu nit hoan nghénh... béi vi c6 t6i & bén canh.

Lan dau tién thdy chiing t6i song vai bén nhau nang ly chic tho hoang
thuong, hoang thwvgng dang nga nga say danh roi chén rugu trong tay, quay
sang n6i v6i Ta quy phi ngdi bén canh: “Ai phi, ndng nhin xem, tién dong
trén troi ha pham tdi chic tho tram kia!”.

Ta quy phi rat yéu quy toi.
Nhung c6 co lai khong thich Tw Bam.

Lan do6 sau tiéc tho, c6 ¢ noéi t6i da 16n, nam nit khac biét, khong thé qua
than can vdi cac hoang tu.

T6i khong Iwu tam, y vao su yéu quy cda Thai hau va mau than ma
khong dé y dén 10i co co, len 1én di tim Tt Dam.

Vinh Hi nam tht sdu, gitta mua thu, Hiéu Hién Kinh Nhan Hoang thai
hau hoang*.

*Hoang: chét, cach noi kinh trong danh cho hoang that, chw hau, quan to.

D6 la lan dau tién t6i mat di mot ngwoi than. Bat ké mau than roi 1€ giai
thich nhw thé nao t6i cting khong chiu chap nhan sy that dé.

Sau khi dai tang qua di, t6i van nhw Itic Thai hau con so6ng, ngay ngay
chay t6i Van Tho cung, 6m con bao ma ngoai t6 mau thich nhat, m6t minh

ngoi trong dién, chd ngoai t6 mau tir bén trong tam dién di ra, mim cwoi goi
toi hai tiéng “A Vi”...
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Co6 mot dém, toi bi 6 co khién trach, chay mot mach téi Van Tho cung,
dudi tat ca cac cung ty ra khoi d6, mot minh ng6i ngan nguoi.

T6i ngoi bén canh cay tir dang ngoai t6 mau dich than trong, ngira dau
nhin tirng chiéc 1a roi trong gié thu. Sinh ménh dé dang qua di nhw vay, chi
trong nhay mat da khong con nita.

Khi lanh dau thu xuyén qua sa y mong, tham vao da thit, t6i cdm thay
thuc lanh, dau ngén tay lanh nhw bang, lanh 160 khong noi nwong tua.

Ba vai bong nhién cam thay am ap. Mot doi ban tay am ap nhe nhang 6m
lay toi.
Toi nghe thay hoi thd quen thudc, trong choc l1at, mui hoa moc lan nhan

nhat bao trum 14y t6i va ca dat troi.

T Pam dwa mat nhin t6i, anh nhin sau sa, an chita mot loai cam xic ma
toi chwa ting thay.

Khuon mat ctia huynh ay, doi mat, vé mat, than thé téa ra hoi thd nam tt
vira than thiét vira xa la khién t6i khong biét lam sao, trong long twa nhw
mo mit, twa nhw béi rdi, lai nhw ngot ngao.

Mot chiéc 14 rung dang bay, bi gi6 thoi roi xuéng mat.

T Pam dua tay phay chiéc 14, ngon tay thon dai lwét nhe qua 16ng may
t0i, mot chit cdm giac run ray xuyén qua da thit tham vao co thé.

“Déang vé nhiu may cua A Vii rat dep, nhung sé khién ta dau long”.
Thanh am ctia huynh ay thap, diu dang ma chita day wu thwong, trong nhay
mat hai go ma t6i dé tng 1én.

Thay t6i do mat cti dau, huynh ay lai mim cwdi, cham rai siét hai canh
tay, om toi chat hon.
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D6 la lan dau tién huynh dy noéi t6i dep. Pa nhiéu nam nhw vay, huynh ay
nhin toi 16n 1én, da ting noi toi ngoan, noi toi kho, noi tdi budng binh,
nhung chwa mot 1an néi rang to6i dep. Huynh 4y giéng ca ca, rat nhiéu lan
nam tay t6i, nghich nggm kéo téc t6i, nhung chwa bao gio 6m toi.

Long nguc dy vira am ap vira thodi mai, khién t6i khong bao gid mudn
roi.

Ngay hom ay, T* Pam noéi vdi toi, nhan gian sinh ldo bénh tit déu do so
ménh, vo luan la giau hay ngheo, séng c6 dau kho, chét ciing c6 dau kho.

Ltc n6i nhitng 16i ay, &anh mat T Pam rat diu dang, trén gwong mat lai
bao pht nét u buén mo nhat, ddy mat phang phat c6 nét x6t thuong.

Long t6i nhw thé cé dong nuwdc sudi chdy qua, nhat thoi tré nén vo cling
meém mai.

Vé sau, t6i khong sg cai chét nita.

Ngoai t6 mau qua doi khong dé lai cho t6i niém bi thwong qua 1au, béi
du sao t6i cling la thiéu nit, tdm tinh thud thiéu thoi cho du cé chiu dau
thuwong 16n hon nita cling sé rat nhanh khai.

Hudng chi tdi con c6 mot bi mat mai.
Trong long t6i c6 mot sy bién héa nho ky diéu dang lang 1€ xdy ra.

Sau dé khong 1au, ca ca du tudi chinh thitc vao triéu, dwgc phu than phai
t¢i bén canh thic phu dé rén luyén. Thic phu la quan kham sai tri thay &
Hoai Chau, dan theo ca ca tdi Hoai Chau nham chrfc.

Ca ca vura di, trong cung ngoai cung twa nhu chi con hai nguoi toi va Tw
Pam.
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Thang ba, mua xuan am ap, liéu xanh ra khap chon, thiéu nit mot than y
phuc méng thuwét tha cat 1én tirng 161 goi thiéu nién duy nhat tredc mat.

T Pam, mudi muoén xem huynh vé tranh.

Tw Bam, chung ta di cwdi ngua di.

Tw Bam, chung ta choi co nao.

T BDam, mugi dan mot khuc mdi cho huynh nghe.
T BPam, T® Pam, Tt Pam...

Moi lan t6i goi, huynh dy déu mim cwdi, vo cung kién nhan lam ban véi
t0i, dap ng bat ky yéu cau nao cua toi.

Dén khi thue sy bi nhao loan 1én, Tt Pam nang né thé dai, “Nghich
nggm nhu vay, sau nay lam sao lam Vuong Phi cua ta dwgc?”.

Chi can huynh ay néi nhw vay, t6i lién do mat, giéng nhw con méo bj
giam duoi, 1ap titc xoay ngwoi né tranh.

Sau lwng vang 1én tiéng cuwoi thap cua Tt Dam, mot hoi 1au tréi qua,
tiéng cuwdi dy van quanh quan trong tam tri t6i khong hé tiéu tan.

Nhitng nit t& khac khi triedng thanh déu sg hai 1€ cap ke.

Mot khi da cap ké, rat nhanh sé c6 nguwoi tdi cira cau hon, cha me sé ga
minh di, cd doi sau nay phai s6ng cing mot nam nhan minh khong quen
biét, mai mai cho dén gia... Nghi tdi, thuc v6 cung dang so.

May la, toi c6 Tt Pam.

Thai t&¢ va Nhi dién ha déu da 1ap phi, doi mat khap Kinh Hoa, ngudi c6
than phan hgp, tudi hop, xitng doéi vai toi chi c6 T Dam.
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Toi khong hé lo lang chit nao, mac du c6 c6 khong thich T Pam nhung
cling sé cang khong thich nhitng cong tir nha giau khac.

Mau than da ngam dong y v&i tam su cua toi, thi thoang con dé toi t6i
noi Ta quy phi & choi.

Toi vira qua sinh than thit muwdi ba, cAc danh mén vong tdc t6i gap phu
than cau hon co ho sap dap gay canh ctra phu Tinh Quoc cong.

Phu than t6i 14y li do t6i con nho, déu nha nhan tir choi hét.

Khi do, t6i bat dau e sg thoi gian tréi qua cham, béi chwa dén tu6i muoi
lam, chwa cap ke thi khong dugc phép nhan hon su.

Ma T& Pam da mudi chin tudi, rat nhanh sé cé thé 1ap phi. Néu nhw
khong phai toi con qua nhé, Ta quy phi da sém cau hoang thuwgng ban hon
cho ching t6i roi. Toi rat lo T* Pam khong chd dugc dén lic t6i 16n 1€én,
mot ngay khong biét nao do sé bi hoang thwgng tt hon, 1dy mot nguoi
khac.

C6 mot lan sau khi gian doi, t6i mang huynh ay, “Tai sao huynh lai gia
nhv vay, chd dén Iic mudi 16n 1én, huynh da 1a 1ao nhan r6i”.

To6i muwdi lam tudi, T Pam sé hai mwoi mot, mac du chi vira qua tudi
hai muoi, nheng trong mat t6i cé vé la rat gia.

T Pam ngan ngo mot hoi lau khong 1én tiéng, chi la mang vé mat khong
biét nén khoc hay nén cuwdi cham chi nhin toi.

Khéng lau sau do, to6i nghe thay huynh ay bi mat hoi Nhi dién ha Tw
Luat, “C6 phai trong dé hoi gia khong?”.

Tw Luan ca ca khong tra 16i dugc.
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Con t6i binh tinh quay dau roi di, nhing van khong nhin dwge ma bat
cuoi lon...

Song, khong doi tdi khi toi cap ke, Ta quy phi hoang.

Ta quy phi m@i ba mwoi bay tudi, dep twa nit ti* bwdc ra tir trong tranh
vé, phang phat nht nam thang khong thé ghi lai dau vét trén nguwdi nang.

Cho du ¢6 c6 ngang ngugc dén mitc nao, Ta quy phi cling khong bao gio
tranh gianh, cling khéng vi dugc sting ai ma kiéu ngao, chi binh yén song
cudc song ctia minh.

To6i lai mot 1an nita tin twéng rang diéu qua tot dep sé khong ton tai dugc
lau dai.

V1 mot dgt phong han, bénh tinh tang them, Ta quy phi khong kip cho
hoa mai mua xuan moi nam déu dwoc dac biét tién cong cho minh tir xa x06i
ngan ddm da voi va qua doi.

Nang luén yéu 6t nhiéu bénh nhung chwa bao gio buén thuwong oan gian,
cho du bi bénh liét giwvong van trang phuc chinh té, cho t6i lic 1am chung
cling khéng 10 ra ntra diém tiéu tuy tham hai, chi n@ mét nu cwdi dam bac
r6i nham mat ngu.

Pém mua, tiéng chudng dai buén ba, luc cung khéc tang.

bém do, mot minh T BPam canh giit tredc linh citu, yén lang roi lé,
nuwéc mat chay dai rét xuéng trugt vao cd, c6 do wét dam.

T6i dirng phia sau huynh 4y mot Iic 1au ma huynh dy cling khéng phat
hién, cho t6i khi t6i dwa mot chiéc khan lua tdi tredc mat.

Huynh dy ngang dau, mot giot 1€ roi xuong chiéc khan.
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Soi to lua cao quy méng manh ky nhat la dinh nwéc, chi can dinh hoi
nuwdc thoi cling sé Iwu lai dau vét, co6 giat thé nao cling khong sach.

T6i cam chiéc khan lau di nwéc mat trén mat huynh ay, huynh dy lai 6m
1ay t6i, bao toi dirng khoc.
Thi ra la nwéc mat t6i con roi nhiéu hon huynh ay.

Chiéc khan lua dy duogc t6i cat trong trap, phia trén c6 mét vét nwdc nhan
nhat, 1a nwéc mat ctia Tt BDam.

Mat di mau than, & chon cung dinh rong 16n nay, huynh dy khéng con
noi nuwong tua.

T6i mac du khong rd nhwng cling hiéu dwgce tim quan trong ctia mau toc
do6i véi mot hoang tir.

Ta gia da that thé, trudc gio diém twa cia T Pam chi dya vao may chuc
nam an sung cua hoang thwgng danh cho Ta quy phi. Cling b&i an stng ay
ma c6 co6 khong thich T Pam. Hoang thugng cé thé vi sung ai mot phi tan
ma lanh lung v&i nhitng cung tan khac, nhuwng khong thé vi mot hoang ti
ma dac toi vGi ngoai toc quyén thé Iirng lay. Viéc thit nhat chang qua cling
chi 1a chuyén nha dé virong, nhung viéc th hai lai 1a quoc gia dai su.

Khi d6 t6i van cho rang, chi can T Dam 14y t6i sé c6 thé c6 dwgce su che
ché ctia Vuong tde, cé thé binh yén séng trong cung.

Nhung c6 ¢6 lam viéc lai rat manh mé, khién t6i khong ngo tdi.

Theo quy dinh cua t6 tién, sau khi cha me qua doi, con cai phai chiu tang
ba nam.

Co6 diéu hoang gia twr trudc tdi gio déu khong can tuan theo quy dinh
nghiém ngat nay, chi can & trong cung chiu tang ba thang sau dé tim mot
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ngudoi khac, cho du la cung nhan dén hoang lang thay minh chiu tang la
duoc. Qua thoi han mot nam sé co thé thanh than.

Song, sau khi Ta quy phi qua doi, y chi ctia hoang hau ban xuéng no6i Tt
Pam hiéu thuan hon nguoi, thinh dich than di hoang lang, chiu tang mau
than ba nam.

Bat ké t0i quy goi bén ngoai dién Chiéu Dwong cau khan nhu thé nao co
6 cling khong chiu gdp t6i. Mau than bat dac di gidu phu than dwa t6i di
gap hoang thugng, cau xin hoang thugng ha chi cho T Pam 6 lai.

Ta quy phi qua doi khién hoang thwgng chi sau mot dém twa nhw da gia
di muoi tudi.

Ngay thuwong, chi khi nhin thdy Tt Pam, ngwdi méi giong mot phu than
nhan ti* ma khong phai 1a mét hoang thwong tham tram nghiém tuc.

Nhung hoang thugng lai khong chiu ha chi gitt dita con minh yéu quy &
lai.

Nguoi ndi, hoang lang la noi rat an toan, khong c6 gi dang ngai.

Nhin t6i khoc rong, hoang thwgng nang né thd dai, “Biét diéu nhu vay,
dang tiéc lai mang ho Vuong...”.

Ngay Tt Pam roi di, toi khong hé tGi tién, s¢ huynh ay nhin thdy t6i
khoc sé cang thuong tam hon.

Toi hy vong Tt Pam c6 thé mim cwdi nhw thwdng ngay ma roi di, vinh
vién la hoang ti kiéu ngao cao quy nhat trong long t6i, khong dé bat ky ké
nao nhin thiy vé bi thwong hay niwéc mat caa huynh ay.

Xa gia cua T Dam vira qua Hoa mo6n da thay thi ty Cam Nhi cua toi
ding cho tai do.
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Cam Nhi mang t&i mot hop go nhé ct, trong dé c6 mot do vat sé thay t6i
lam ban vGi huynh ay.

Huynh ay chi nhin thoang qua lién quay mat di, khong dé nguwoi khac
nhin thay anh mat ctia minh.

Cam Nhi khom Iwng thi 1€ v&i huynh ay r6i di sang mot bén nhuwong
duwong.

T Pam khong hé quay dau lai, gio roi thiic ngwra, mot mach chay vé
phia truéce.
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Chuong 3: Phong Vii

edit & beta: Han Phong Tuyét
Nam ngay sau sinh than, ca ca dan t6i di xem tiéc khao quan.

Phu than thwdong noi, nit nhi dong ho Vwong chung toi hon xa so v6i nam
nhan tam thuong.

Chang qua la thé gidi binh dao chién Itta kia thudc vé nam nhan, cach nir
nhi thuy mi phan son qua xa x0i.

N{t nhi dong doi quy toc, mot doi mot kiép chi can song trong suw che ché
cta phu than, phu quan, chién truong sat phat, doi v6i ching t6i ma noi,
chinh 1a mot truyén ky khong thé cham t6i. Boi vGi viéc khao quan, t6i
cling khong qué hing thi, nhung khong nén noi su to mo.

Mau than lu6n néi la nit nhi c6 long hiéu ky qua 16n, d6 khong phai la
chuyén t6t, nhung toi hét 1an nay t6i lan khac déu hiéu ky rat nhiéu chuyén.

Nguoi trong truyén ky, cau chuyén trong truyén ky thue sy vo cung than
bi va cam do.

Lan nay, cai toi to mo la mot ngudi.

Tén nguwdi nay toi da nghe qua nhiéu lan, cé ngwdi néi han la than, nhung
cling c6 ngwoi ndi han la ma.

Co0 c0, phu than hay ca ca méi lan nhac tdi tén ngudi nay, giong noéi déu
tré nén nghiém trong hon.
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Tham chi T Pam cling ti'ng dung mot giong noéi phitc tap ma toi khong
cach nao hiéu dwogc dé dé cap tdi cai tén nay.

Huynh ay noi, troi sinh ra nguwdi nay la may man ctia quoc gia, nhung chi
s@ cling la no6i kho cia mu6n dan tram ho.

Hon mot thang trudc, tin thang tran truyén vé, triéu ta nam chinh dai
thang.

Pai quan chi dung vén ven c6 chin thang dé vién chinh man toc Nam
Cuong, mot dwong tién vao thé nhw ché tre, hai muwoi bady bo toc Nam
Cuong hoan toan quy hang. Lanh tho phia nam ctia quéc gia m& rong thém
hon sau tram dam, tiéng tam lirng lay t¢ phwong, hon nita con cat diit
dwong lui ctia phan tac nwéc Thuc, khién ké dich kinh hai, lui vé phong thu.

Tin thang truyén dén, vua va dan phan chan khong théi, chi c6 phu than
twa ho da sém du liéu duwoc két qua nay, né nu cwdi nhat, vé ngoai vui
mung nhwng bén trong dwong nhw cé chit lo au. Téi lai khong hiéu phu
than lo chuyén gi.

MaAy ngay sau, dai quan sap khai hoan hai triéu.

Hoang thuong cho Thai tir cung chu quan ra tan ngoai thanh dén, khao
thuwong tam quan.

Mau twoi Nam Man riva sang chién giap cta twéng quan, truong kiém
trong tay twéng quan quét qua ca vung dat bién cwong, lan nita lai phat sang
chon Kinh Hoa. Vi twéng quan nay la phién Vwong duy nhat khéng mang
ho hoang tdc, 1a Tran quéc Pai twdng quan chién cong lirng lay, trong tay
nam tram van trong binh, 1a ngwdi nhe than ma cling nhw ma trong long
dan — Dy Chuong Vuong Tiéu Ky.

Tt ch6én cung dinh cho téi ngoai pho, khong ai khong biét téi uy danh
hién hach ctia Dy Chuwong Vuong.
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La thit dan ¢ Ho Chau, mudi sau tudi nhap ngli, muwoi tam ditng duéi
treéng twdng quan Tinh Vién, bac tién danh dep Dot Quyét; trén song Soéc
chi dung mot tram thiét ky, nho vao diéu ké, tap kich bat ngo ngay sau lwng
dich, dot sach lwong thao quan dung, 1ay lvc lwgng mot nguwdi giét hon mot
tram, xac chat thanh nui, than minh chiu hai muwoi mot vét thwong nhung
van tiép tuc song sot. Dot Quyét bi hao ton nang, lai gap dai quan ra sttc
truy dudi lién rat lui ngan dam. Han chang nhitng thu phuc dwgc hai chau
Séc, Hat bi B6t Quyét chiém nhiéu nam, hon nita con chiém dwgc hon sau
tram dam dat dai phi nhiéu phia bac séng Soc.

Tiéu Ky mot tran thanh danh, chi tit mot binh linh binh thwong ma tién
1én lam phé twéng tién phong, dwgce Tinh Vién twdng quan hét sic coi
trong. Péng & bién quan ba nam, danh lui Pot Quyét da hon tram lan xam
chiém, trén chién trdn chém ba muwoi hai dai twéng Dot Quyét, ngay ca dira
con trai yéu quy cta Bot Quyét Vuong ciing bi Tiéu Ky giét, khién sinh luc
Dot Quyét bi ton hai ndang né. Uy danh cua Tiéu Ky bay khap Séc mac,
dwgc tan phong la Ninh So6c twéng quan, y chi “Thién twéng quan”.

Vinh Hi nam thi tw, Dién Nam thi stt chiéu binh, cau két v&i bo toc
Bach Nhung*, tw xung la vua. Ninh Soc twédng quan phung chi tay chinh,
mot mat giang thién la dia vong vay bat twdng dich & tran tién, mot mat di
vong qua Kiém Chau, tién qua dwong nui Sung Son hiém trd, tiéu diét tam
phtc ctaa quan phan loan; doc duwong gap Pich* toc quy thuan quan phan
loan chdng lai triéu dinh, chiéu hang khong dugc, Tiéu Ky tirc gian tan sat
hang loat dan trong thanh, diét Dich t0c, thira thang dai pha Bach Nhung,
thu phuc Bién Nam, dem mwdi ba tén thia linh phan loan ra béu dau* thi
ching. Tiéu Ky lai tiép tuc truy kich, sau hai nam lién san bang bién thuy
phia tdy nam, nho cong danh hién hach ma dwgc nam trong tay hon tram
van binh ma4, truy phong Tran quoc Pai twéng quan.

*Nhung: cach Trung Qudc thdi xwa goi nguoi Phwong Tay

*Dich: dan toc thoi c6 ¢ phia Bac Trung Quoc
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*Béu dau: hinh phat thoi xwa, chém dau r6i treo 1én

Vinh Hi nam thir bay, man tgc Nam Cwong xam pham bién giGi, Dy
Chuong Vuong vira mdi binh dinh phia tdy nam mot 1an nita linh quan xudi
nam, gap nan lut, 6n dich, cuc kho chong choi véi ké dich. B6i mat véi li
lut ngan dwong, tiép t€ lai bi gian doan, Tiéu Ky quyét dinh dung cach dap
no6i dim thuyén*, vurgt qua song Lan Thuong, kién cwong bitc Nam Man lui
tdm tram dam, khong thé tiép tuc xam pham t&i phwong bac.

*Pap noi dim thuyén: dva theo tich Hang Vii dem quan di danh Cy Ldc,
sau khi qua song thi dim hét thuyén, dap v& no6i niéu dé binh si thay khong
c6 duong lui, phai quyét tam danh thang

Nam 4y, Tiéu Ky nhd chién cong bat pham dugc tdn phong Dy Chuong
Vuwong, trd thanh phién Vuong dau tién khong mang ho hoang gia.

Vinh Hi nam thit tdm, dai quan dwdi sy chinh don cua Dy Chuong
Vuwong trong nira nam, tiép tuc xudi nam, danh cho quan Nam man tan r3,
chi mat chin thang da thu phuc dwgc toan bg hai mwoi bay bo toc Nam
Cuong.

Trong sudt muwdi nam, Dy Chwong Vwong chi huy dai quan chinh chién
khap noi, ngan con song dit, bao vé xa tac trong nguy nan, hoan toan xirng
dang la trong than triéu dinh, tru cot cua dat nwdc.

Lan nay dai quan chién thang tr& vé, vua va dan déu vui mirng, hoang
thwong von la quyét y dich than ra thanh don, nhung vi long thé mang bénh
da 1au nén chi danh dé Thai ti* dan theo chw quan nghénh dén, thay mat
thién t¢ khao thudng tam quan.

Lan lwgt nghe ca ca va phu than ké chién s, t6i bi nhitng cudc chién
kinh tam dong phach kia lam cho kinh hai.
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Ba chit “Dy Chuwong Vwong” giong nhw ma chd, lam t6i luon lién twong
tGi sat phat, thang lgi va tr vong.

Toi rot cudc cling c6 thé tan mat nhin thdy ngwdi tya nhw than ma lai nhw
ma trong truyén thuyét nay, cting thay doi quan bach chién bach thang kia,
nhung khong biét vi sao, toi lai khong khdi sg hai.

Muoi van dai quan khong thé toan b déu tién vao thanh, Dy Chuong
Vuong chi dan theo ba ngan thiét ky, nhwng chi chirng ay cling du khién
cho cé kinh thanh chan dong.

Hang tram hang ngan nguoi dan chen chuc hai bén duwong chat nhw ném
c0i, ngay ca con kién ciing khong thé chui qua, pham la cac ctra thanh lau
cac c6 thé nhin xuéng duwgc déu sém chat nich ngwdi. Tt sang sém ca ca da
bao tron Dao Quang Cac, d6 la ngoi lau cao nhat & ctra phu Thira Thién, dé
cho toi c6 thé nhin thiy rd dai quan tién vao thanh.

Gitta con duong vao thanh co trai tham do, hai bén la ngy lam quan mi
ao chinh té, phia sau con c6 rat nhiéu xe ngwa hoang gia ditng chd, quat
16ng co hiéu tang tang 16p 16p chay dai t6i dai cao phia cubi duwong.

Dén giita trwra, 1€ nhac noi 1én, sau ba tiéng trong, Thai tit mot than triéu

phuc vang dirng gitta chu quan di lén dai cao.

T phia xa nhin sang, t6i khong thay ro dugc dién mao tirng ngwdoi, chi
c6 thé dya vao trang phuc ma suy doan, dirng bén trai Thai tir la mot nguoi
madc triéu phuc mau son, dé duwong nhién la phu than. T6i kéo 6ng tay do
clia ca ca, mém giong ndi: “Cong tr gia, ngai Iic nao cling mac 4o mang
bao deo that lvng ngoc, ditng gitta chw quan han la rat néi bat nhi?”.

Ca ca trirng toi, “Xu nha dau, hoc néi ngot tir bao gio thé?”.
Toi bat cwoi, dang dinh ché nhao huynh dy thi chgt nghe thay mot tiéng

keén 1énh tram thap vang lén, ctra thanh cham rai maé ra.
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Phéang phat ca D6 thanh trong nhay mat déu tré nén trang nghiém.

Anh mit trdi rang 1& chéi mét giita trra bdng nhién t6i sam lai, trong
khong khi dwong nhw ¢6 cam giac 6n lanh.

Trong khodnh khac, tredc mat téi nhw xuat hién mot bién kim quang,
dwdi anh mat troi 16e 1én anh sang lanh 1€o.

Mot chiéc cd sodi mau den vién vang tién dén, phan phat tung bay trong
gid, phia trén viét ro rang mot chit “Tiéu” mau bac.

Thiét ky mdc do giap den phan thanh chin nhém, chinh té ditng nghiém,
phia tredc 1a mot ngwdi mac o gidp cam boi kiém, trén mii sat c6 mot dam
tua trang, ngoi ngay ngan trén con ngwa muc toan than deo giap, than hinh
hién ngang thang nhuw kiém. Han di trwdc, chin nhom thiét ky phia sau thit
tw ma di, nhip chan rat déu, moéi mot buwdc déu vang doi khap trong ngoai
Trieu Duwong mon.

Lé nhac diit, twéng quan cudi hac ma ghim day cwong, tay phai khé
nang, chung twdng phia sau lap tirc dirng chan, vo cung nghiém chinh.

Ngudi d6 mot minh tién 1én phia trwdc, tai noi cach dai cao mudi trrong
lién xu6ng ngura, thao boi kiém dwra cho 1é quan, titng buwdc cham rai di 1én
dai cao.

Thanh am ctia ca ca vang lén phia sau lung, cé chit khan trwong: “B6 la
Tieu Ky”.

Ngudi kia ¢ cach xa ching t6i nhw thé, t6i khong nhin thay r6 dién mao,
nhung lai khién cho t6i c6 cam giac bi ap bach khong hit thd noi.

Han di dén noi cach Thai tir ba buwdc, khé cui dau, quy xudng.

Thaéi ti* m& tdm hoang lang*, tuyén doc ngw chiéu khao phong.
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*Hoang lang: vai vang

Xa xa khong nghe ro thanh am caa Thai ti, chi thdy mot than do giap den
nhw muc, chiéc mii sat mau trang tuyét sang ruc 1én gitta nang trwa, long
lanh han quang.

Thai t tuyén chiéu xong, Tiéu Ky hai tay nhan 1ay chiéu thw, ditng day,
quay vé phia ching tuwéng ¢ duwéi, hai tay nang chiéu thw 1én cao.

“Ngo hoang van tué!”.

Tiéng ho vang 1én manh mé, ngay cd ching t6i ¢ phia xa x6i cling mo ho
nghe duoc.

Trong phut choc, ba ngan thiét ky mac giap den nhu thuay triéu nhat thoi
phat ra thanh am tung hé Ngo6 hoang van tué lay dong khong gian, vang doi
khap trong thanh ngoai thanh.

Tat cad moi ngwdoi déu bi chon vui trong tiéng ho hung hon nay, ngay ca
do6i nghi trugng* hoang gia cling bién sac.

*Nghi trirgng: doi bao vé mang vii khi khi ctt hanh dai 1é cia quoc gia
hodc dén tiép khach nuwdc ngoai

Ngu lam quan hai bén déu mac thiét giap doi mii sat, dao kiém sang
loang, nhung ba nghin thiét ky do giap nhiém gié swong bui dwong chuwa
gidt lai 4p dao khi thé ctia Nguw 1am quan. O trwdc mit bon ho, Ngy 1am
quan thudng ngay bong trd thanh twong go, do trang tri, hoan toan vo dung.

Bon ho la twéng s tir van dam chién truong tré vé, dung mau ké thu ma
rira sang ao giap cua minh.

Pao kia la dao giét dich, kiém kia la kiém giét dich, nguwoi kia 1a ngwoi
giét dich.
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Sat khi, chi c6 dam mau chién trieong, than trai qua bach chién, than
nhién doi dién sinh t& mdi c6 sat khi lanh 1€o uy hung kia.

Con nguoi trong truyén thuyét twa nhw la Tu La di ra tir bién mau hom
nay vitng vang dirng treéc mat moi nguwoi, sitng sitng trén dai cao, mat nhin
xuong ching sinh, nghiém nghi nhw thién than.

Nguc cing lai, t6i giat minh nhan ra minh quén ca ho hap, long ban tay
con toat mo hoi.

Toi cling khong biét trong thé gian lai c6 mot ngwdi nhuw vay.

T6i von nhin quen hoang gia uy nghiém, cho du ditng trvéc mat hoang
thugng cling chua tirng c6 chut sg hai nao.

Vay ma gio khac nay, con nguoi kia ditng cach xa t6i muwoi tregng, toi lai
khong dam nhin thang.

Trén than ngwoi kia c6 mot luéng sang rirng ric ma sac bén, tuy vo hinh
nhung lai khién moi nguwdi déu nhan ra.

Thai do cua ca ca cling khac thwong, khong noi 10i nao, im lang nhin mot
man triedc mat, chén tra trén tay lai bi nam chat, dot ngén tay mo ho
chuyén sac trang.

T6i mim moi, trong long khac thwong, tira nhw than thd ma lai nhw soi
noi, thye sy la chwa bao gio cé cam giac dé.

Khao quan xong, t6i 1én xe vé phu, sudt dwong ngan ngo khong noi gi.

Xe loan dirng trwwdc ctra phu, thi nit vén manh, nhung khong thay ca ca
dirng trede xe don toi nhu thuong ngay.

Kinh ngac, t6i nghiéng ngwoi nhin lai, thay ca ca van ngo6i trén lung
ngua, day cuong van cam trong tay, nhw cé diéu suy nghi.
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“Cong tw, da hoi phua r6i!”, t6i di tGi tredc ngwa cia huynh ay, hoc theo
thi nit, cii minh cwoi noi.

Ca ca hoi phuc tinh than, liéc t6i mdt cai roi lai thé dai, gio tay ném roi
da gan bach ngoc cho ngudi hau, tung nguwdi xudng ngya.

Vira vao tdi san lién thay mau than mac cung trang, toc bui cao, phia sau
la Tt c6 ¢6 va mot nhom thi nit di tdi, cé vé nhu dang muon ra ngoai.

“Me mudn ra ngoai sao?”, toi cwdi khoac tay mau than.

“Pung lic hoang hau triéu kién, con cling da hai ngay chwa t6i thinh an
c6 ¢0 106i, di cung me di”. Me vén nhitng chiéc téc mai bay tan loan giip
t0i, mim cuwdi nhin vé phia ca ca, “Budi khao quan thé nao? Coé thu vi
khong?”.

To6i cti dau cwoi, mau than van con xem chiing t6i nhw nhitng dita tré,
nghi ca ca van thich ndo nhiét nhw hoi con nhé.
“Dy Chuwong Vuong quan dung hién hach, uy nghi bat pham”, ca ca lai

khong cwdi, nhin mau than, cdm khai néi, “Nhi t& xau ho, hom nay méi
biét dai tregng phu la phai nhw thé”.

Mau than ngan ra, dudi 16ng may nhé dai nhiu lai, “Ptta nhé nay, lai néi
nham nita, quan nhan danh danh giét giét cé gi ma t6t chiy”.

Ca ca cui dau khong néi, huynh 4y mac du thuwong wong budng véi phu
than nhung & trwdc mat mau than thi vo cung ngoan ngoan.

“Con mang than phan buc nao, lam sao c6 thé so sanh véi nhitng nguoi
xuat than han vi chi?”, mau than thap giong, diu dang noi, sac mat lai vo
cung nghiém trang.
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Mau than khong thich nhat chinh la quan nhan, hom nay nghe ca ca néi
nhu vay, khé tranh khéi dé y.

T6i thady mau than khong vui lién nd nu cwoi, néi: “Ca ca noi dua day,
me khong can dé y, ching ta di thoi, cd co & trong cung chac ciing dang sot
ruot cho”.

T6i 1ap titc kéo mau than di, con khéng quén ngodanh lai tritng mat nhin
ca ca.

Co0 0 triéu mau than vao trong dién mat dam, khong chiu cho t6i vao.
To6i lwdi doi, tryc tiép téi Pong cung tim Uyén Dung ty ty.

Toi ké lai that sinh dong cau chuyén tan mat nhin thay Tiéu Ky cho Uyén
Dung ty ty nghe, khién ty ay va may ty nit nghe xong déu ha hoc moém.

“Nghe n6i Dy Chrong Vwong da giét qua hon van ngwoi day”, Vé trac
phi xoa ngurc, than sac vé vo cung s¢ hai. Ngwoi bén canh tiép chuyén,
“Lam sao chi c6 van nguoi, chi sg tinh ra sé dém khong hét, nghe noi han
con thich uéng mau nguwoi nira”.

Toi khong cho la ding, dang muon béac boé lai nghe Uyén Dung ty ty lac
dau néi, “Loi don ngoai pho lam sao cé thé tin dugc, néu thue 1a nhu vay,
chdng phai n6i ngudi ta la yéu ma sao?”.

Vé trac phi cudi nhao noi: “Sét hai qua nhiéu nguwdi, khong gitt dao nhan
tir, tay dinh day mau tanh dau c6 khac gi yéu ma?”.

Toi khong thich V€ trac phi nay, y vao su stng i ctia Thai tir ma trudc
mat ty ty luén khoa trrong vo 1€, lién lanh lung li€c nang: “Tai sao phai

nhan tu? Hien gio khoi Itra t& phuwong, chi dya vao mot cau nhan tw la co
thé chong cy ké tan ac, bdo gidc ngoai xam biét diéu bé dao binh sao?”.
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Vé trac phi do mat, “Theo cao kién ctia Quan chua, giét choc ciing la
nhan hau?”.

T6i nhudng may cwdi mot tiéng, “Mot khi da di chinh phat con cé thé
nhan hau sao? Gap ké thu thi phai giét, Dyw Chvong Vuong ciing la vi dan
vi nudc, la tru cot quoc gia, 1ap cong cho xa tac, ha cé thé chiri bdi cong
than nhw vay? Néu khong cé twéng quan nhudm mau bién cwong, ta va
nguoi cé thé ¢ day yén tinh hwdng thanh binh sao?”.

“Noi rat hay”.

MGt thanh am wu nha tram tinh bong vang 1én bén ngoai dién.
Moi nguoi voi vang dirng day hanh 1é.

Uyén Dung ty ty nghiéng ngudi nghénh c6 c6 vao trong dién.

C0 ¢06 chi dan theo hai cung nhan, cling khong thdy mau than di cung.
To6i dang nhin ra ngoai dién tim xem thi lai nghe thiy c6 c6 nhe nhang ndi,
“Khong can tim, ban cung da moi Tredng Cong chda vé phu trede roi”.

T6i ngac nhién nhin vé phia c6 c6, nhat thdi khong néi nén 16i.

Co0 c6 ngoi xudng ghé chu toa, nhin Iwét qua ching nit tredc mat, khong
to thai do gi, noi: “Thai tv phi dang ban ron gi vay?”.

Uyén Dung ty ty cui dau, bo dang phuc tung néi: “H6i bAm mau hau,
than tirc* dang cung Quan chia thwéng tra dam thoai”.

*T@®c: con dau

C6 c6 mim cwoi nhung trong mat lai khong c6 y cuwdi, “Co chuyén gi ly
thu sao, noi cho ban cung nghe mot chut”.
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“Than titc chi la dang nghe Quan chta...”, Uyén Dung ty ty hoan toan
khong dy tinh gi, dinh hoi bam that, t6i lién voi vang ngat 16i nang, noi,
“Moi nguoi dang nghe con binh luan tra méi nam nay, c6 c6, ngudi ném
thir tra mdi tién cong nam nay di, chat lwgng mau sac déu tot hon nam
ngodai day”.

T6i nhan 1y chén tra trong tay thi ni¥, dich than dang 1én c6 co.

C0 c6 nhwdng may trirng mat nhin t6i mét cai, quay dau vé phia Uyén
Dung ty ty, “Cho phép nit nhan trong cung ban luan vé triéu than la quy ca

cua bong cung sao?”.

“Than tic biét t0i”, Uyén Dung ty ty sac mat trang béch, l1ap titc quy
xuong, dam ngwoi phia sau cling cudng quyt quy xuong.

“Chuyén nay la A Vii nhiéu 16i, 1a A Vii sai, thinh c6 c6 trach phat!”, t6i
dang dinh quy xudng lai dugc c6 c6 dwa tay do lai.

T6i nhan co hoi nay tim lay tay c6 6, reng rung nwdc mat, “Co co...”.

Co0 c6 nhin thdy anh mat cua t6i cting chan dong, than sac co chit khac
thwong, quay dau khong nhin nita.

“Thoi, cac ngwoi lui ra hét di, Thai t& phi sau nay can giit ding quy cq,
khong duwgc tai pham”, sac mat co6 c6 am dam.

Uyén Dung ty ty dan moi ngwdi ra ngoai, trong dién trong chi con t6i va
€O c06 doi dién nhau.

“Co0 c0 gian A Vi sao...”, toi rut re nhin co co.

Co0 c6 khong ndi gi, chi nhin t6i, than sac ky quai kia khién t6i c6 chut s¢
hai.
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“C0 ¢06 cam thay con van con la dita tré, vira m@i d6 da 16n 1én tuyét sac
thé nay”, khée moi c6 c6 mién cudng hé ra nu cuwdi, giong noéi diu dang. R6
rang la 10i tan dwong, nhung t6i nghe lai cdm thay bat an.

Khong doi téi noi gi, c6 o lai cwdi mot tiéng, “Tw Pam gan day c6 tin
tic gi khong?”.

Vira nghe tén Tt Dam, mat toi lién nong lén, trong long thap thom, chi
lac dau khong dam noi that vai ¢ co.

CO c6 dwa mat nhin t6i, anh mat that sau, nhw cé chit ngan ngo than tho,
“Tinh cdm 6m ap trong long cta nit nhi, c6 c6 hiéu. T Pam la mot dira tré
rat tot, c6 diéu, A Vii...”, c6 ¢c6 mudn noi gi d6 nhuwng lai thoi, than sac
nhat thoi mang vé thong kho, nham mat khong noi.

Nhitng nam qua, t6i trng bi cd c6 nghiém khac trach cit khong biét bao
nhiéu lan, nhung chwa ti'ng mat lan khién t6i cdm thay s¢ hai nhw lic nay.
Toi chira bao gid thay c6 c6 c6 than sac nay khi néi chuyén véi toi, cé

mot dy cdm khong lanh mo ho bi dé nén trong 1ong.

Toi can chat moi, muén xoay nguoi di, khong noéi chuyén cung co c6
nira.

CO0 6 lai d6t nhién cat tiéng, “Tw nhé tdi 16n, con da bao gio chiu oan tc
hay oén trach ai diéu gi chwa?”.

T6i ngo ngan, oan e, oan trach, trong cung ngoai cung dau c6 ai cé thé
khién t6i bi oan tc hay oan trach chit... chi c6 mét chuyén duy nhat la Tw
Pam phai di, nhung dap an nay ha cé thé noi vGi co co?

“Co6 vé nhu la khong c6... Ca ca bat nat con c6 tinh khong?”, t6i mién
cudng bat cuwdi, to vé thodi mai nhin vé phia c6 co.
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Co0 c6 khong cuwoi nira, anh mat tham thiy phitc tap, trong vé yéu thwong
con chen lan chit dau dén, “Con da 16n nhu vay, nhung ma chi e khéng
biét oan e thye sy la gi”.

Tai kinh ngac nhin ¢6 c6, khong noi nén 10i.

C0 c6 budng mat cwdi mot tiéng, nu cwdi am dam, “Lic con nho, co c6
cling giong con, khong biét sau lo, dwgc nguwdi than nuéng chiéu, bao vé...
Song, c6 mot ngay, ching ta nhat dinh phai ganh vac van ménh cta minh,
khong thé vinh vién dugc gia toc che chd™.

Nhin &nh mat birc nguwdi ctia c6 cd, toi so sét khong néi nhung trong long
lai r6i boi.

Co0 c6 nhin thang vao mat toi, giong noi lanh 1€o, “Néu c6 mot ngay con
phai chiu oan c 16n, phdi buéng tha nhitng gi minh yéu quy nhat, di lam
mot chuyén con khong thich, tham chi phai hy sinh that nhiéu, A Vi, con
c6 bang long hay khéng?”.

Long t6i giat ndy, toan than lanh run, vo s6 y niém hién 1én trong dau, roi
nhu to vo.

“Tra 16i ta”, co6 c6 khong dé cho t6i do du.

T6i can moi, ngwdc nhin c6 c6, “Chuyén do con phai xem do la viéc gi,
c6 quan trong hon nhitng gi minh yéu quy nhat khong”.
Anh mit c6 ¢6 sau lanh nhv nuwdc, “Thi yéu quy nhét ctia moi ngudi

khong giong nhau, cdi nao la tran trong nhat, cai nao la dang gia nhat
chi?”.

Anh mét c6 c6 dirng that 1au & t6i, phang phat nhu xuyén qua ca toi,
huwéng vé thoi gian xa xa, “Ta cling titng c6 thit minh tran quy nhat, dé tirng
la hanh phtc va bi thwong 16n nhéat trong sinh ménh... Nhung hanh phiic va
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bi thwong dy cling chi la hanh phiic va bi thwong cia m6t minh ta. No6i
khach quan, con c6 mot viéc sau hon, ndng hon ma ta khong c6 cach nao
tron tranh hay bo qua, do6 chinh la trach nhiém doi véi vinh quang cua gia
toc”.

“Trach nhiém déi véi vinh quang cua gia toc...”, toi nhw bi don nang
giang xuong, trong long hoang hét, khong ngting kich dong.

Trong mat c6 c6 mo hé ngan 1€, lai vo cung kién dinh.

“Nam do chién sy vira xong, trong triéu phe phai moc 1én nhw nam, ti
dai thé gia déu khong ai nhwong ai. Huynh tredng cta ta 1ay dé nhat tai tw
dwong thoi, chinh la mau than con Tan Man Trudng Cong chia, dat dwgc
vinh quang t6i cao. Mu6i mudi ta ga cho Khanh Duwong Vuong quyén cao
trong quan, ma ta phai tr¢ thanh Thai t phi, twong lai chap chwéng luc
cung, mdi cé thé dam bao quyeén uy trong triéu cia Vwong toc, ap dao Ta
gia, cho toc nhan cé thé binh yén huéng vinh hoa”.

Toi cling khong biét, cha me cam tii nhan duyén, c6 c6 mau nghi thién ha
lai an chira noi dau x6t nay.

Trong chdc lat, tredc mat t6i tdm, quynh hoa tién canh trong long toi
chot mat di mau sac, bién thanh mot mau xam tro.

Muoi lam ndm qua, lwu ly huyén canh hoan my v6 khuyét cua t6i lan dau
tién nut ra.

Toi khong dam nghe nita, khong dam ntta.
Nhung lvu ly mot khi da cé vét niit sé dan dan v ra cho dén khi tan nat.

Co0 c6 ding day, budc gan dén toi, dwa mat nhin thang toi, cat 10i khong
ngirng, “Chung ta tw khi sinh ra da dwoc bao phu trong hao quang, 16n lén
cling trong vinh hoa, trong thién ha ngoai trr cong chua ra thi nit nhi
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Vuwong tdc ching ta la cao quy nhat. Khi con & trong vinh quang do c6 1€ la
vo tri v6 gidc khong nhan ra. Ta ké tir nam mudi tdm tudi vao cung da thay
bao nhiéu chuyén dau x6t trong cung ngoai cung, van ménh 1én xuéng. Con
cling da biét, nhitng c6 gai xudt than hén mon, khong cé gia tdc phia sau
chong dd, ¢ trong cung ti tién troi giat, sinh ménh con khéng bang con
kién! Mot khi that thé bi thua, cho du c6 la thé gia lirng lay ciing tham hai,
con khong bang thi dan binh thwong...”.

C0 0 giir 1ay ba vai t6i, gan ting chit, “Ching ta van kiéu ngao vé than
phan, vé dep, tai nang... Do la nhitng gi gia toc ban cho, khong co6 gia toc

nay, ta, con, tén t& doi sau, tat ca chi c6 hai ban tay trang. Ching ta duoc
hwéng vinh quang nay thi can phai ganh trach nhiém vi vinh quang ay”.
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Xe loan da roi khoi ctta cung. Trén dwong quay tré vé phu, xe ngua lac
lw, chiéc réem lua ndng né budng xuéng ngan cach anh mat trdi bén ngoai.

Toi doan chinh ngoi trén giwdong ém, c6 thang tap, tay chan lanh cing, tw
dau tdi cubi: di ra khoi Pong cung, xuyén qua ctra cung, budc 1én xe
loan,... van gilt vitng tw thai buwéng binh kiéu ngao. Dén thoi diém nay, chi
con mot minh toi vai toi, sw cang thang toan than lai dwgc khong ché. Co
mot sitc manh 16n ma lanh nhw bang xuyén qua t6i, chong do toan bo y chi
cta t6i, khong hé cé chit mém yéu.

Nhung 1a, dau 6c toi trong rong, tinh than &m dam giong nhuw bi roi vao
trong man sirong mu mit md, khong nhin r6 xung quanh, khong nam bat
duwgc bat ct diéu gi.

Pa roi rat xa hoang cung nhwng nhitng 16i c6 c6 vira mdi néi van con
dang quanh quan bén tai t6i.

Loi cda co co, titng cau tirng chit giong nhw than néng, lai nhw bang lanh,
khién cho co thé toi nhat thdi lanh nhw tuyét, lai dot ngot ndng nhuw lira dot.

T6i nam chat hai tay, méng tay bam hét sitc vao long ban tay. Cam giac
dau dén dén nhu vay lai khong xua tan dugc sy hodng loan trong long.

Phia truéc c6 tiéng thi vé giwong roi doi tranh duwdong, dan ching vay
xem hai bén duong r6i rit chay trén, c6 tiéng ngudi, c6 nhitng tiéng dong
khac xon xao.
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Biét ro l1a nghi thitc nghiém ngat, t&i gan nita cling khong thé nhin thay
nita ngon tay cua toi, moi nguwdi lai van chen lan, mao hiém maéc bi roi quat
cling mudn dwgc thdy Thugng Dwong Quan chia tao nha; cho du la liéc
mat nhin bong dang xe loan, ngti dwgc mui huan hwong* ciing khién ho
vui mirng khong dut.

*Huan hvong: hvong c6 huan, mot loai co thom

Pa sém quen véi nhitng tiéng x6n xao nhw vay, nhung gid khac nay toi
lai bong cam thay chua x6t, kho s6.

Bon ho mudn nhin khéng phai la t6i, ma la Thuwgng Dwong Quan chua.

Thé nhan tranh gianh muén 18y chinh la n& nhi Vwong téc danh chéan
thién ha, thién kim danh mo6n dwgc cung chiéu stng ai.

T6i la ai, xinh hay xau, khoc hay cudi cling khéng cé nguoi dé y.

Trong nhay mat, thoang nhw tinh mong, t6i dot nhién bat cudi 16n, nwdc
mat lai tranh truéce trao ra.

Trong tiéng 0n ao bén ngoai, t6i cham cham vén rém lén.
Bién nguoi vay xem chot yén lang.

Dudi &nh mat trgi thu sang lan, t6i lang 1ang dwa mat nhin nhitng nguoi
tredc mat, nhe né nu cuoi.

Trong khong gian yén tinh bong vang 1én nhitng tiéng gao thét kinh thién
dong dia, co hé chén vui mat ban than t6i.

Nang né kéo réem xudng, toi nham mat dya vao givong ém phia sau, cudi
cung lai cudi ra nwdc mat.
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Néu nhu t6i khong mang ho Vwong, néu nhu t6i khong sinh ra & gia toc
nay, gio khac nay t6i cling sé khong dugc ngoi trong xe loan, nhan dwgc sy
nguong mo cia moi nguwdi... Co 1€ t6i giong nhu thiéu nit ban hoa kia,
chen chic & ven dudong nhin quanh, c6 1é lai gidng nhw mot thi ni¥ nao do,
di theo phia sau xa gia, dé€ mac cho bui dat dinh vao ao.

DPau c6 ai sé dé y téi mot thiéu nit ban hoa nhan sac hon ngwoi, dién mao
nhw ngoc tac, cling dau c6 ai sé tin twdng mat thi nit lai kinh tai tuyét diém?

Toi so sanh v@i ho, chi hon mot than phan.
Su6t dwong ngan ngo, bat giac da vé dén phu.

bi vao trong san, con chwa kip tr@ vé phong da nghe thiy tiéng khéc cta
mau than mao ho vong tdi.

T6i vin tay Cam Nhi, chi cam thay mat dat lay dong, trong long chot
dong, nhin dinh vién quen thudc tredc mat lai khong c6 diing khi cat buéc
déen.

T san trdc vao dén san gitta chi mot doan dwong ngan nghi ma cam
giac di that lau, that kho khan.

Loang xodng mot tiéng vd, toi va Cam Nhi cd kinh run ray.

Chiéc chén cong pham bang bach ngoc c6 hoa van tinh xdo bi ném ra
ngoai, vira roi xuéng da nat tan, kém sau do la tiéng khoc tham ctia mau
than, “Ong 1a kiéu phu than gi, kiéu Thira twéng gi chi?”.

“Can Nhu, ba than la Trwdng Cong chua, phai hiéu day la quoc sy chi
khong chi la chuyén cua riéng nha chung ta”, thanh am cua phu than vo
cung thé lvong, bat lyc.

Toi dirng budc ding lang ngoai cia.
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Cam Nhi bén canh sg hai run ray, t6i nghiéng dau nhin nang, c6 bé nay bi
doa dén sg hai.

T6i cwdi voi nang mot tiéng, cling nhin thdy nu cwdi tir doi con nguwoi
trong suot kia con am dam hon ca sac mat tai nhgt cua nang.

Thanh 4m cua mau than khan khan, bi ai, hoan toan khéng c6 vé ung
dung thwong ngay, “Cai gi cong chua, céi gi quoc su, t6i khong can biét!
Toi chi biét t6i 1a mot ngwdi me! Nguwdi lam cha me trong thién ha yéu con
nhiéu hon yéu minh, chang 1€ 6ng khong phai la cha A Vi, chang Ié 6ng
khong cam thay dau long?”.

“Toi khong chi la phu than ctia hai dita con ma con la treéng ton dong ho
Vuwong, la Thira twéng dwong triéu!”, giong ndi ctia phu than run ray, “Can
Nhu, t6i va ba, khong chi c6 con, con c6 nha, c6 nwéc! Hon sy caa A Vi,
khong phai la chung ta ga con ma la hon sy cua ca Vuong toc, ca si toc!”.

“Ldy hon sy ctia con gai t6i 10i kéo long quan, ca triéu van vo cac 6ng
sinh ra dé lam gi?”, mau than 16n tiéng trach maoc.

MGt 10i trdch m6c nay nhw ngan cham cam sau vao long toi. Bung vay,
me, day cling la cau h6i ma con muén héi nhat.

Phu than chua tré 161, tram madc, dot nhién tram mac, khién t6i ngirng ca
tho.

Toi c ngd rang phu than sé khong tra 104, lai nghe thay giong néi vo luc
kéo dai kia, “Ba cho rang si toc hdm nay van giong nhw ngay xwa, thién ha
hom nay van con thai binh sao?”.

Giong noi kia bong u am, khan dac. Pay la giong néi caa phu than sao...
Nguoi cha cao 16n vi dai cua toi tir khi nao da tré nén gia nua, bat lyc nhw
vay?
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Nguwc dau quan, giong nhu bi mot ban tay vo hinh nam 14y cao xé.

“Ba sinh ra ¢ tham cung, ga vao twéng phda, treéc mat déu thay vinh hoa,
nhung Can Nhu, chang 1€ ba thue sy khong biét, triéu dinh da that thé tw
1au, binh quyén cling mat, dan gian loan lac néi 1én khap noi, quy toc danh
gia ltrng lay ndm nao hién nay da sém chi la vo boc bén ngoai... Ba cho
rang, Vuong tdc ching ta c6 thé hién hach dén nay chi dya vao quan hé
thong gia v6i hoang that u?”.

Mau than khéng néi, chi khoc nikc né.
Loi caa phu than lai giong nhw nwéc da doi xuong.

“Ba da tan mat thay Ta gia va Co gia suy sup nhu thé nao, nhitng gia toc
kia chua titng quyeén thé che troi, chwa tirng thong gia véi hoang that sao?
Can Nhu, khong phai ba khong hiéu, chi 1a khong chiu tin thoi... Nhitng
nam qua, toi dau khé ganh vac thé gia, cing c6 thé lyc, néu nhw khong phai
nho vao uy danh cua Khanh Dwong Vuong ¢ trong quan, moi viéc ha co
thé sudn sé nhw vay?”.

Khéanh Dwong Vwong, nguoi da qua doi dugc hai nam, nghe thay tén
bong khién t6i chan dong.

Cai tén nay tirng la biéu twong cho uy danh hién hach ctia hoang triéu.

Hai c0 c0 cua t0i, mot nguwoi la hoang hau, mot ngwoi la Khanh Duong
Vuwong phi.

Chi la tiéu co6 c6 bi bénh qua doi sém, co phu Khanh Dwong Vwong
quanh nam déng & bién quan, dn twgng cua t6i d6i véi ngudi do vo cung it.

“Hai nam trudc Khanh Duwong Vuong qua doi, thé lwc cta hoang that si
toc trong quan sup do gan nhw khéng con, ciing khéng c6 ngudi ké tuc”.
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Giong no6i phu than khan khan, bao ham ca noi thong kho va bat dac di.

Sau tran chién kéo dai bay nam kia, dé ti si toc von la nhitng nhan si
phong lvu trong van tho, khong con ai nguyén y nhap ng.

Con cai yéu quy cta ho hang ngay ca hat, ngam tho, uéng rwou, dam
dao, mac du ca doi khong lam viéc gi cling ¢6 bong 16¢ quan twdc cha
truyén con noi.

“O lai trong quan chinh chién chi c6 thit dan han toc, bang mot than mau
xuwong ma dat dugc cong danh quyén vi, khong con la ké hén ha mac ngudi
vii nhuc nhv trwde nita. Dy Chuwong Vwong mot minh nam git quyén cao
trong quan, lai dya vao cong lao mang lai hoa binh tw do cho dat nwéc cua
han, dirng noi 1a si tc thé gia, cho du la hoang that cling phai kiéng ky han
ba phan. Hom nay han l1ap nhiéu cong 16n, hoang thwgng chinh miéng dong
y ban an, ngay ca toi cling khong ngo tdi, han lai cau hén A Vi... Hon sy
nay néu khong dap tng chinh la hoang thwgng néi khong git 10, khién
Vuong toc dac toi quyeén than trong quan, xich mich hai phai tang 1én; néu
nhw dong y thi c6 thé 16i kéo long quan, mat lan nita gitip Vwong toc c6
dwoc sw ung ho cuaa quan doi...”.

“Phu than, dung hén nhan ctia mot nit tir dé cing c6 quyén vi clia gia tdc
khong phdi la hanh dong cua dai trugng phu!™.

Giong noi cda ca ca chgt vang lén sau lwng, huynh dy di nhién dang ditng
phia sau toi.

“Ca ca!”, toi kinh ngac thot 1én, gio tay mudn ngan can huynh ay.

Ca ca lai khong thém nhin t6i, tryc ti€p day ctra vao, ngang nhién dirtng
tredc mat cha me.

Nuwdc mat nhat thoi nhoa di déi mat, t6i khong nhin ré vé mat cta cha
me.
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“Ca ca, khong nén...”, t6i chay voi vao, chwa kip bat dwgc ong tay 4o
cta huynh ay, ca ca da hién ngang vat 4o, thang ngwoi quy xuéng, “Phu
than, con nguyén y nhap ngi!”.

T6i run 1én, nhw bi sét danh.

Phu than ditng dd, sgi toc mai bac khé rung, than thé luén ludn thang tap
cao ngao bong choc rii xuong.

Toan than mau than thoang dong, tiéng khoc con chwa cat 1én da bat Iyc
nga ngoi trén ghé.

To6i cuéng quyt tién 1én phia tredc, mudn dd mau than day, than thé lai
dot nhién mém nhiin, dau go6i gap lai, quy rap xuéng dat.

“A Vi...”, cha va ca ca dong thoi kinh ho. Ca ca lao tgi 6m lay t6i.

Twa trong nguyc ca ca, t6i dot nhién cdm thay rat an tam, giong nhw khi
con nho moai lan doc sach ngu quén déu dwgc ca ca 6m trd vé givong... Toi
nham mat lai, hit m6t hoi that sau, rang rd mim cuoi.

Ca ca, phu than, mau than, gwong mat cua ho anh 1én that sau trong mat
tOi.

Toi cui dau, té ra then thung v6 han, “Con nguwdng mo Dy Chuong
Vwong da lau, ga cho ngwoi anh hung nhw vay la vinh quang ctia ni¥ nhi”.

Yén lang, yén lang nhu chét chéc.

“Con, con...”, mau than run ray, givong ngon tay chi t6i, lai khong néi
duoc nira 10i.

Ca ca cam lay tay t6i, ban tay lanh 1€o lai 6m t6i chat hon.

Phu than nhin t6i, &nh mat thang tap, vo cung dau x6t.
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T6i vieon thang ¢6, don anh mat cua phu than, nghe thdy thanh am khan
khan ma kién dinh ctia minh, “Con nguyén y ga cho Dy Chuong Vvong
Tieu Ky!”.

Keét qua nhw vay, gié doi may doi, tat ca déu vui vé.

Hoang thwgng ha thanh chi tt hon, ba ngay sau ban xudng, ca nha trén
duwdi quy xudng ta on.

Dv Churong Vuong lay Thuong Dwong Quan chia tré thanh dai sy kinh
dong Kinh Hoa.

Bon ho noi, mot nguwdi la anh huing céi thé quyén khuynh thién ha, mot
nguoi la giai nhan xuat chiing canh vang 1a ngoc, nguwdi nguoi déu ngudng
mo ca tung mot moi kim ngoc lwong duyén dugce troi tac hgp. Coé ai khong
thich ngam anh hung m¥ nhan, c6 ai khong ham mo than tién gia quyén?

C6 18, khong co.

Toi rot cudc da biét, nhan duyén t6t chi can xitng do6i mon doéi, khong can
tinh cam doi ben.

Chi 1a, thé nhan nhin nhw thé nao, néi nhu thé nao, t6i khéng con quan
tam nita.

Phu than, mau than, ca ca... Nhitng 10i ho néi, t6i chi nhé mo ho, cling
khong 1o 1a c6 nhd khong.

Hoang thugng va hoang hau triéu kién t6i, n6i nhitng gi t6i déu quén.

Sinh 1é cia Dy Chuong Vuong xa hoa kinh ngudi, ban thudng cua hoang
thuwgng khién nguwoi ta khong kip nhin hét.

Hoang hau ban thuéng d6 cudi cho to6i, ba ngay lién tiép cuon cuén mang
t6i khong ngirng nghi.
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Gia y, mii phugng, khan quang vai, cho nao cling gan chau ngoc, bao vat
chéi mat.

Hi nwong* noéi, hon 1é cta Nhi dién ha cling khong xa hoa nhu vay.
*Hi nwong: ngwoi san s6c nang dau (trong 1é cudi ngay xua)

Uyén Dung ty ty t6i tham t6i, 1ay than phan Thai t& phi chic mirng toi.
Lic ha nhan lui xudng, chi con lai hai nguwdi ching t6i, ty ty lai khoc.
“Tw Pam con khong biét tin hon 1é ctia mudi”, ty ty budn ba roi 1€.

T6i cdi dau, cam doé cudi ty dy tang, mot chiéc tram phuwong dung huyén
chau ngan nam ché ra tir tay mot nghé nhan tuyét danh, tinh té ngam nhin,
nhan nhat cudi, “Tw Pam sau khi chiu tang tré vé ciing sé lap phi. Thoi
gian troi qua thyc ky la... Lic con nhé la ban bé than thiét, khi tredng
thanh lai phai roi xa nhau”.

Uyén Dung ty ty ngwdc doi mat ngan 1€ 1én nhin toi, “Mudi thue sy co
thé quén T Pam?”.

T6i cham radi ngwdc mat, mim cwdi cam trdm phuwgng 1én mai téc, nhin
thdy khudn mat tram tinh, nu cwdi ung dung trong guong.

“A Vi xuva nay ngudng mo anh hung dinh thién l1ap dia, Dv Chuong
Vwong méi la ngudi mudi mudn ga”.

T6i néi cho Uyén Dung ty ty nghe, cling la néi cho minh nghe.

Sau d6, mai cho t6i 1€ thanh than cta t6i, Uyén Dung ty ty khong con tdi
tham t0i nita.

T Pam sé nghe dugc 16i dy twr ty ty.
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T Pam sé oan t6i, trach toi, roi quén toi.
T Pam sé 1ap phi, 1dy mot Vwong phi xinh dep hién thuc.

T Pam sé yéu thuong nang, ton trong nang, cung nhau song dén cudi
doi.

T Bam, T® Pam, Tt Pam...

Troi ddy xoay chuyén, khap noi déu la tén ay, dung nhan ay.
Nhiéu no6i dau dén vo cung sac nhon da tir tir dam xuong day long.
Hon ky cling sap dén.

Trong nha bon bé nhiéu viéc, ddm nguwdi T c6 c6 moi ngay déu hoi ha
ra vao, chuan bi cho hon 1é.

T6i lai ranh roi, khong can vao cung thinh an, khong can budc ra khai
phu, chi can nghiém chinh ng6i trong phong nghe ma ma trong cung day
nghi thitc tan hon, bat t6i nhé ky nén lam gi va khong nén lam gi... Nguoi
nguoi khong ngting tdi chiic, chi nghe thay mdt loat my tir dwgce nhoi vao
trong tai.

Ngay ngay sém toi lwét qua thai ky r6i ren hon loan.

Ban dém, t6i doc sach rat mudn, cho téi khi dém khuya thanh vang, cho
dén khi khong m@ no6i mat.

Chi c6 nhw vay t6i méi khong co sire lwe suy nghi qua nhiéu, khong cé
thoi gian nhd téi Tt Pam.

Thi thoang t6i sé nghi t¢i phu quan sap ga xa x0i mo ho lai v cung ro6
rang kia... Khong nhd noi than dnh cta han, chwa tirng thady qua dung nhan.
Nhwng mat 1an nhin ldc khao quan lai khong thé quén dugc.
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Tiéu Ky, céi tén nay tir gio sé gan b6 vai toi ca doi.

Tw gio toi khong con la Thwong Dwong Quan chia vo lo vo wvu ma mang
mot than phan mdi Dy Chuwong Vuong phi, cung mot nam nhan khong
quen di dén mot twong lai khong biét. ..

Muoi lam ngay sau, dai hon cua toi.

Hon lé cta t6i dugce cir hanh theo nghi 1é xuat gia cua cong chuia. Nira
dém bat dau trang diém, troi con chwa sang da quy tredc cha me ta an tw
gia, sau do vao cung ta on hoang thugng hoang hau, di ra khoi Thai Hoa
mon, qua Tuyén Hoa mon, Khon Pirc mon, Phung Nghi mon... Tiéng hi
nhac vang doi, doc duong trai day vai gam do, canh hoa bay day troi, sau
tram cung nhan madc lua dé doi mii 16ng chim trd vay quanh loan kiéu gan
sau con chim phwong vang, uén lwon thanh hang dai, xuyén qua cung
thanh, hoang thanh, ndi thanh, téc hanh téi Dy Chuwong Vwong phu.

Trong dong phong, hai hi nwong mang theo vi gia ty nit hau ha trai phai,
bén ngoai hi nhac khong ngtrng vang léen.

Mii phirgng, 1é phuc cong thém hi khan that day khién toan than t6i nhw
bi budc chat, khong thé dong day.

Cam Nhi bén canh thi thodng néi vai 16i chic mirng may man muén t6i
vui vé nhung t6i khong cé cd sitc dé ma nghe.

Bi hanh ha tir nira dém dén gig, & phia dudi chiéc khan day, thé gigi cta
toi la mot manh hon don, cai gi cling khong thdy, chi nghe dwgc tiéng hi

nhac chua bao gio ngirng.

Trong lic mo mang dugc hi niwrong dan tgi xa duong*, lai dan vao dong
phong.

*Xa duong: noi lam 1é thanh than
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bi vao dong phong, vira mdi dugce yén tinh trong choc 1at, nhém hi
nuwong lai bat dau hanh ha, khong ngirng cau phic cau may.

Theo quy cu, phdi dgi tan lang vao dong phong t6i mdi dugc an uong.

May la Cam Nhi biét diéu, lang 1é mang theo t6 yén cho t6i, bang khong
toi khong biét minh c6 du sttc ngoi tdi gio hay khong.

MGt choc 14t nita, t6i sé gap phai thoi khac lo au nhét ctia ngay hom nay.

Cai nguoi kia, ngudi ma thé nhan kinh sg nhw than, nhw ma, hom nay tré
thanh hon phu cua t6i.

Vira mdi cach xa han ca thién dia, lai tt* dwdi hi khan nhin thady miii chan
cua han.

Gan nhu vay, han cach t6i gan nhu vay.

Ngay dé xa xa nhin lai da khién t6i kinh hai, h6m nay gan trong gang tac
toi lai khong e ngai.

DPay chinh la nhan duyén cua t0i, phu quan cua toi.
Thay vi hodng sg, chi bang ci¢ than nhién.

Han cling la pham nhan c6 mau c thit, c6 1€ han ciing khong dang so
nhw vay, co 1€ nhan duyeén cua toi cling khong tdi mic tham hai nhw vay.

bung nhuv 10i ca ca khuyén lon t6i, Dy Chuong Vwong dinh thién lap dia
la nam nhan tét, anh hiing my nhan, 1a xttng doi.

Toi cwdi nhat mot tiéng, cé 1€ 1a vay.
Chi can khong phai la diéu t6i té nhat thi van con c6 hy vong.

Khéng biét tir Itic nao, toi bat gidc nhan ra hi nhac bén ngoai da ngirng.
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Hién gid con s6m, tiéc mirng sao c6 thé két thic s6m nhw vay?
Yén lang mot hoi, chot nghe thdy tiéng x6n xao cua dam hi nwong.

Toi toan ditng day, vo cung ngac nhién, dang muon bao Cam Nhi ra
ngoai xem mot chut, lai nghe duwgc mét tran tiéng budc chan un un kéo dén.

Kém theo tiéng budc chan la tiéng ngudi 16n xon.

“Twéng quan than mac 4o giap deo kiém, binh dao la vat dai hung, khong
duwgc tdi gan dong phong, thinh twéng quan dirng budc”.

“Mat twéng phung ménh Vwong gia, can phai gap Vwong phi bam bao”.

Mot thanh &m nam t, ngudi lanh nhw da, khong cé lay chit tam tinh
kinh pha dém dong phong hoa chuc.

“NO ty c6 thé truyén 10i, Vuong Phi con dang tuan tha nghi 1€, khong thé
gdp mdt nguoi ngoai”.

“Chuyén xay ra khan cap, Vuong gia phan phé huy bo tét ca cac 1é nghi,
mong Vuong phi th t9i”.

T cd O ngoai ctra c6 chap ngan can, giong noi kia da mang chuit tirc
gian.

Toi ding 1én, vira day da choang vang.
“Vwong phi can than”, Cam Nhi cudng quyt do 14y toi.

Mii phugng nang né trén dinh dau khién toi co ho khong thé dirng thang
noi.

Toi c6 gang di tdi trwdc cira, nhat giong noi, “Bén cung & day, twéng
quan co 1oi gi thinh c@ noi”.
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Phia ngoai yén lang choc lat, ngudi dé6 van mang mot giong néi ngudi
lanh, “Khéi bam Vuwong phi, vira méi nhan duwgc tin cap bao, Ky Chau that
thd, tinh hinh v6 ctuing khan cap, Vwong gia da tdi dai doanh trudc, 1ap titc
linh quan tiép vién, dac biét sai thudc ha téi bao vdi Vwong phi. Bai vi
chuyén xay ra bat ngo, Vuwong gia khong kip tGi tir gid, cho sau khi Vuwong
gia binh dinh phan tdc sé gdp Vwong phi xin th t0i”.

Pau 6c t6i trong nhay mat trong rong.
Chi choc lat sau, t6i chot hiéu, phuc héi lai tinh than.

Han la dang ndi, dém dong phong hoa chiic, vi hén phu ctia t6i chwa
buéc vao dong phong da roi kinh xuat chinh.

Toi ngay ca twéng mao giong noi cling chwa thay, ci¥ nhw vay bi ném
trong dong phong, mot minh trai qua dém tan hon.

T6i dot nhién bu6n cwdi, lai khong cwdi noi.

Vi nay duong duong la Dy Chuong Vuong, lic dau la han cau hoang
thuwgng ti hon, muon lién than véi gia tdc toi.

Bat ké la vi cai gi, bat ké han c6 cam long hay khong, van la chinh ban
than han cau xin.

T6i con tan tam tan lye tuan tha moi thi, vira dén noi nay, mot tin cap
bao truyén tdi, han lién phui tay do bo di, ngay ca tGi chao héi co 1€ cling
bd qua. Bén tir gia thi mat bao nhiéu thoi gian, cho du quan tinh nhuw Ira,

chang 1€ da dot tdi tan 16ng may?

Toi khong can biét han c6 dong phong hay khong, cling khong can han
thong cam vGi cam xuc cua toi.
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Nhung toi tuyét doi khong thé dung thit han nhuc nha t6i, nhuc nha gia
toc toi nhu vay.

Bién doi that nhanh.

V1 gia hi nwong quanh minh cam nhw hén, Cam Nhi cting khng dam
1én tiéng.

Dai khai la chwa tirng thay tan lang nao gap tran lién bé dong phong
khong dé y téi thé dién, moi ngwdi bi bién c6 nay lam cho kinh ngac khong
biét lam sao, trong lic nhat thoi, tat cad déu ngdy nhw phong, hai mat nhin
nhau.

Mii phugng trén dau co ho ép xudng khién t6i khong thé noi.

Toi cubi cung bat cuwdi, trong phong vang lang chi nghe thay tiéng cuoi
dai cua toi.

Ctra phong dan chir hy do tham bi t6i day ra, gié dém tap vao mat, hi
khan bay phap phong.

Toi gio tay giat hi khan xu6ng, tredc mat nhat thoi thdy anh sang ruc 1én.

Hi nwong, vu gia kinh hai, réi rit quy xuéng, hi nwong ding dau voi va
kéu Ién, “Vuong phi, khong thé, nghi 1é thanh hon con chia xong, ngan van
lan khong dugc mé hi khan”.

Trudc mat la may nam t& mac do giap cam kiém, ngudi dan dau vira nhin
thdy toi lién ca kinh ngdy nguwdi. Thay t6i mé hi khan han cling khong biét
cti dau tranh, anh mat thang tap dirng lai trén gwong mat t6i, mot hoi lau
m&i hoi phuc tinh than, quy goi xuéng, may ngwoi phia sau ciing quy theo,
do giap trén nguoi phat ra am thanh sac bén cao lanh.
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To6i lanh ling cham chi nhin ngwdi dang quy tredc mat, do giap sang kia
16e len han quang lanh nhv bang, ngwdi quy im lang nhuw da khong nhuc
nhich.

Lan dau tién cé quan nhan mac 4o giap cam kiém dirng gan to6i nhu vay.

DPay chinh la than vé cia Dy Chwong Vwong, khong biét phu quan kia
cta t6i la ngwdi ngudi lanh nhw sat, vo tinh vo nghia nhw thé nao.

T6i khong gian ma cwdi, ném hi khan 1én mat han, “Phién twéng quan
dem cai nay tGi cho Vuong gia, thay ta néi vdi han, trong 1é thanh than ma
phai di xuat chién thi kh6ng dam nhoc tdi ton gia”.

Hi nwong voi vang ngan can, “Vwong phi bét gian, hi khan khong thé tuy
tién mang di nhw vay, do la diém xau”.

“Nguoi ndi gi”, toi lanh lung noéi, “Dy Chuwong Vwong anh minh ngut
troi, la cat nhan thién twéng, bon cung gap dugc phu quan, ga vao twéng
mon la van hanh dai cat”.

“Vwong phi moi gitt lai vat nay, mat twédng sé chuyén cdo tdm y cua
Vuong phi t6i Vuong gia, mong Vuong phi tran trong”, nam ti kia thap
dau, hai tay dang lén hi khan, giong ndi thap, cling khong kién quyét nhw
khi nay.

T6i cwdi nhat, néi: “Twéng quan dam dan ngwdi xong thang vao dong
phong, con s¢ chuyén nho nay sao?”.

Nam t* kia mat do t6i mang tai, cii nguwoi nang né dap dau, “Mat twéng
biét toi!”.

Dy Chuong Vuong ra di khong tw gia cling danh, ngay ca mot twéng linh
nho nho ciing ddm xo6ng t6i ctra, qua nhién la cyc ky 16n 16i.
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L0oi noi cua phu than that khong sai, nhitng twéng linh dong binh nay
khong hé c6 ntra phan kinh trong doi véi si toc.

Tw sau khi ga vao twéng mon, toi sé phai dat minh trong dam quan nhan
nay.

Gi6 dém tham qua quan ao, t6i khé ngtra dau, chi cam thay trong long tat
ca déu hoa thanh tro.

“Twdng quan moi tr@ vé di, bon cung khong tién”.

T0i xoay nguoi vao phong, ctra phong phia sau lwng bi dong “uynh” mot

7

Cdl.

Gam do trai khap dong phong, t6i mGt minh doi mat véi mot doi nén do
cao, sap nén van chdy xuéng.

Su6t ca dém, t6i khéa minh trong phong, mac cho bén ngoai bat luan ai
cau khan ciing khong mé ctra, ngay ca mau than cling bi cu tuyét.

Bon ho ciing qua lo lang roi, t6i khong cam thay thwong tam, ciing khong
tirc gian, chi la mét méi, khong mudn néd nu cuwdi gia doi nita.

DPay long trong rong, hét nhw dong phong trong nay, chi c6 bong toi anh
1én v6 van gam voc.

Ciing khong biét 1a hoang vu hay vang lang, dwa tay t&i nguc, phang phat
khong thay tiéng dap.

C nhur vay nga xudng giwvong, mot than gia y do tham, chap chon ngu.

Trong mong khong thay bat ky ai, khong c6 cha me, khong cé ca ca,
khong c6 Tt Pam.

Chi c0 toi cOi cut mot nguoi.
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NGHIEP PE VUONG
Mi Ngit Gia

www.dtv-ebook.com
Chuong 5: Kinh Bién

edit & beta: Han Phong Tuyét
Thoi gian dé dang bo roi con nguwdi, chdp mat da qua ba nam.

Nam nghiéng trudc song clra so, gié thang tv man mat théi khién con
nguwoi mém yéu muodn say, mot canh hoa bi gié thoi roi trén mat toi, nguwa
ngua.

Pém qua say rwgu con chua tinh, than thé yéu 6t khong chit st lyc, toi
dwa tay, vo y danh roi chiéc binh ngoc, chiéc binh quay tron, lan vong
xuong bac thém, lam rét ra mot giot rgu con sét. Trong con gié thoi tGi
phang phat c6 mui huan hiong xen lan mui rigu ngao ngat.

Ruwou Thanh Mai dugc ca ca mang tdi tir kinh thanh nita thang treéc lai
bi t6i uéng can sach, khong biét khi nao huynh dy mgi tim duwgc co hoi téi
Huy Chau giai quyét cong viéc dé gap nhau lan nita. T6i mét méi nhung
van gang sitc ditng day, goi hai tiéng Cam Nhi, lai khong c6 ai trd 10i. Nha
dau nay keé tw khi roi kinh thanh téi day cling bat dau hoc théi lwoi biéng.

DPitng day, lwoi biéng x6 giay, toi mién cwdng xuyén qua hanh lang gap
khiic, chot lo dang li€c mat thdy nhitng bong hoa ngoc lan trong vién sau
mot dém da nd day trang nhu tuyét.

T6i c6 chit ngan ngo, dwa vao lan can, tam hon treo lo Ittng, thoang choc
nhu quay tr@ lai lan dinh trong nha trdc kia. ..

“Quan chua tinh r6i sao? Pa say hon nita ngay ma di ra ngoai ciing
khong khoac 4o choang, can than kéo cAm lanh”, Cam Nhi mot bén vira noi
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vlta can nhan oan trach, mot bén dem ao choang khoac 1én vai t6i.

Toi ngtra mat 1én, “Cay ngoc lan ¢ nha chac cling da né hoa roi, khong
biét nam nay hoa né thé nao”.

“Thai tiét ¢ kinh thanh &m 4p hon noi day, hoa c6 1€ cling nd sém hon”,
Cam Nhi khé thé dai, lai phuc hoi tinh than cwdi noéi, “Co diéu & day mac
du lanh hon mét chit nhwng lai nhiéu nang hon kinh thanh, it khi cé mua,
no ty thich & day hon”.

Co6 bé nay cang ngay cang biét cach do cho ngudi khac vui vé. Thay toi
mim méi cudi, khong cét tiéng, nang lién nhe nhang ng6i xuéng cung t6i,
thap giong noi, “Néu & Huy Chau da chan roi, chi bang chiing ta quay trd
vé kinh xem mot chit. Roi di da ba nam, Quan chida han la nhé nha ding
khong?”.

T6i thu hoi tam tw, cidi mot tiéng tw giéu, mién cwdng dudi lung, “Dung
vay 4, ta cé chit nhé rwgu Thanh Mai ¢ nha r6i, nhung so véi cudc song
than tién ¢ noi nay, ta con khong nd trg vée”.

Dttt 10i ditng day, toi phat tay do lwét qua nhitng canh hoa roi, “Canh

xuan that tuyét, chung ta ra ngoai dao mot chut”.

Cam Nhi dudi theo phia sau véi la 1én, “H6m qua Vwong gia sai nguoi
dem tin tic t&i van dang cho Quan... chd Vwong phi hoi dap ma!”.

T6i dirng chan, trong long khong khdi cdm thdy cé diém phién muon.

“Nguoi thay ta hoi dap di”, t6i lwdi ngoanh lai, ot nhw vay roi di, bong
nhién nghi t&i mot chuyén, lai néi, “Pting roéi, ngwoi xem xem lan nay han
dwa t6i nhitng gi, chon mot it do thu vi dé Iwu lai, con dau thi cho nhém y
quan di”.
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Qua hai ngay, y quan sé t6i mot lan, lan nay sé chuan bi mot chuit vang
bac.

Ca ca néi, mau than va c6 c6 thwong xuyén thic giuc héi bénh tinh cuaa
t0i sao khong thay tién chuyén, chap chap khong thé tré vé kinh, nhém thai
y thi luon thap thém lo sg, e rang che giau khong thanh. Tuy néi ché cha
me c6 ca ca lam ndi (*ng, nhwng may y quan nay c6 chut nhat gan, néu
khong chuan bi nhiéu vang bac mot chit dé chan miéng bon ho lai, kho6 cé
thé ddm bao c6 c6 khong nhan thay su ky la, ha y chi triéu t6i tré vé kinh
thanh.

Néu dé cho théi y néi bénh tinh ctia t6i qua mitc nghiém trong lai sg mau
than vo0i vang tdi tham hoi, nhw vay cling khong o6n.

Ba nam nay, t6i & Huy Chau u cu™* dudng bénh, song nhitng thang ngay
tiéu dao nhu than tién hoan toan nhd vao nhitng gi ma vi phu quan kia ban
tang.

*U cu: song lang 18

bém tan hon, Dy Chuwong Vwong ngay ca dong phong cling chua budc
vao mot budc da voi va xuat chinh di chinh phat quan phan loan.

Ba quan cung lam phan, gidc ngoai xam phia bac n6i 1én, nhat thoi khoi
Itra t¢ phwong, vua dan chan dong.

Phu quan t6i mot vai ganh vac thién ha, vung kiém trdn nam, that khong
dé dang gi binh dinh dwgc quan phan loan, lai khong kip nghi ngoi chi huy
quan bac tién.

Luc ay, ngwoi ngwoi déu ton sung cong lao bao vé xa tac cia Dy Chuwong
Vuong, con ca tung Dy Chwong Vwong phi hiéu thau dai nghia, 14y nuwée
nha lam trong.
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Phu than chang nhitng khong trach t0i vi giai té* nay ra di khong tir gia
ma con dang tau chwong khen ngoi han 1én triéu dinh.

*Giai té: con ré tot

Khong c6 ai dam cham choc t6i mot minh ¢6 don, toi cling binh tinh nhw
thuwong vao cung ta on, vé tham cha me ngwoi than. Bung nhw bé dang ma
bon ho mong muén, ung dung binh than, cé phong théi ctia quy téc danh
vong.

Nhitng 4nh mat truy dudi phia sau t6i, nhitng nguwdi cho thay toi bi
thuwong chan néan dai khai déu khong dugc nhw nguyén.

T6i van mac hoa phuc, trang diém dep, ra vao ling lay, & Dv Chuong
Vuwong pht dém nao ciing bay yén tiéc ca nhac ron rang.

Cho dén hai thang sau khi thanh than, mot tran gié lanh ao tdi, t6i dot
nhién bi bénh, lic d6 nam trién mién trén giwvong bénh, mét dém nguy kich,
co ho de doa tGi tinh mang. Ca dém d6 mau than déu & Phat duong quy lay
cau khan, nwdc mat nhw su6i, néi véi phu than néu A Vi roi di sé ca doi
om han, vinh vién khong tha thit cho phu than va c6 c6. Phu than khong
phan bac dugc, ngay ngwoi trong thw phong suét mot dém.

Toi tinh lai khi troi sang, con sot bat dau giam.

Tinh lai trong thay than nhan trevdc givdng roi nwdc mat vi vui mirng, toi
chi cam thay v6 cung mét moi, khong c6 kién nhan doéi mat, cling vo luc
tiép nhan.

Chi ¢6 tron tranh.

DPiing lic gap mua mwa, bénh hen suyén cua t6i tai phat, thai y lo lang
thoi tiét mwa dam & kinh thanh gay bét 1gi cho viéc khang phuc cta toi.
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Thuc phu lam quan & Huy Chau tirng xay dung duwge mot hanh quan tinh
té, vira mdi khanh thanh khéng lau da bi diéu nhiém tré vé kinh, hanh quan
lién bo d6 khong dung t6i.

Khi hau khé rdo ¢ Huy Chau thuc tot, phong canh hgp long nguwoi, thuan
1gi cho viéc tinh dudng.

Toi dung tién hoi 16 thai y, budc ca ca thuyét phuc cha me cho t6i doi dén
hanh quan & Huy Chau nghi ngoi.

Vwra m@i t6i Huy Chau, cha me da phai hon ba tram ty nit toi t& cung ho
vé, khién cai hanh quan nho nhé bi chen chiic dong nghit, lam kinh dong
thit stt Huy Chau ty minh t6i ctra bai kién, khién t6i da phién lai cang thém
phién.

T6i budc thai y thuwgng tau rang tiéng ngudi va tiéng dong hon tap co thé
anh hwéng t6i viéc nghi ngoi, kién quyét dira dam nguwdi do trd lai kinh
thanh, chi dé lai mot vai thi ty va y quan, rot cudc ciing dugc thanh tinh.

Huy Chau xa, troi dat rong 16n, Iui mét buwdc lai cé6 cdm gidc dugce thay
da doi thit, dwgc sinh ra lan nita.

Hanh quan nay cua thic phu qua thue la dac biét chuan bi cho toi, chang
nhitng canh tri dong long ngwdi, noi noi vira y ma trong ham con c6 rugu
ngon, trong san cay co6i xanh twoi hoa dua n@, chim sai canh bay qua ho
nuwac, so voi lam vien twoi dep ¢ kinh thanh con hon dugc vé tinh lang.

Cha me von twdng rang t6i chi la nghi ngoi giai sau, khong bao l1au sé tré
vé, dau c6 ngo tdi t6i vira dén Huy Chau da yéu cudc song tiéu dao ranh roi
noi nay, & lau cling khong muén vé. Chi cé khi xuan thu 1a sinh than cha

me t6i md&i vé kinh & tam vai ngay roi than thé lai kho chiu, quay lai Huy
Chau.

Tirng ngay, tirng thang, titng nam... Toi bat dau cam thay minh thay doi.
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Tt noi bat dau trong tham tam da dan dan bién lanh, khac di.

Thiéu nit ngay xwa hau ha bén cha me, thay nguoi than Iwu luyén da
khong con, ban bé than thich khi xwra hém nay da moi ngwdi mot canh ngo,
gdp lai da trd nén xa cach, ngay ca Uyén Dung ty ty cling tré nén tram mac
u oan giong nhw nhitng phi tr tich mich trong cung.

Cha me, c0 co, thic phu, moéi ngwoi thay t6i déu gang sitc che chad, trén
mat la vé &y ndy khong che giau duogc.

Ma t6i doi mat v6i nhitng ngwdi than cta minh lai tinh nguyén muon ho
trach ctt t6i, day do t6i nhuw trwdc, con tot hon la c can than dé y nhu hién
tai.

Co6 nhiéu thit da thay doi, cting khong thé quay tré vé nhu truéc.

Chi c6 ca ca la chwa tirng thay doi, chi c6 minh huynh ay hiéu t6i, cling
chi c6 & tredc mat huynh dy t6i maéi khong phai la Dy Chuwong Vuong phi,
khong phadi la Thugng Duong Quan chia ma la A Vi nho bé ludn bam theo
huynh ay ldc trude.

Ngay cad Tt BPam ciing rat lau roi chira xudt hién trong gidc mong cua t6i.

Thoi gian & hoang lang gitt dao hiéu ctia Ttr Pam da hét, hoang thugng
lai ha thanh chi muon huynh 4y giam sat viéc cai to6 hoang lang, tu sira tong
miéu.

Viéc nay cling khong c6 wdc dinh thoi gian, chang biét lic nao méi c6
thé tré vé kinh.

Ngay xuwa t6i khong hiéu, hoang thuwgng ro rang yéu T Pam vi sao lai dé
mdc c6 co dva huynh ay di hoang lang.

Gio thi toi lai hiéu.
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Hoang thwgng dé huynh dy rdi xa cung dinh mdi 1a that tdm yéu huynh
ay, che ch@ huynh 4y,... Tai chén vong xody quyén thé nay, chi can mot
buéc di sai lam la tan xwong nat thit. Hoang thwong hiéu dwoc, vay canh
ctia dong ho Vwong va Thai tir da thanh, hién gio lai két minh ctung Tiéu
Ky, bon muoi van dai quan phia bac luén cham cham nhin vao.

Phé Thai t, doi Thai tir 1a tuyét doi khong thé.

La mot ngwoi cha, diéu hoang thwong cé thé lam chi 1a bao vé sy binh an
cua Tw Pam.

To6i cling khong tiép tuc nhd tdi huynh dy, doi nay duyén da dit, toi da
dwgc ga cho nguoi khac, chi la nira dém ngau nhién tinh mong t6i sé gt t6i
Tw Pam & hoang lang xa x6i mot 101 chiic manh khoe.

Ga cho ngudi ta duwge ba nam, lai ba nam khong biét mat miii phu quan
cua minh.

Nhung t6i khong tim ra dugce diéu gi khéng may & vi phu quan ay.
Puong duong la Dy Chwong Vwong, khong nhitng 1a trong than, quyén
khuynh thién ha ma d6i v6i ngudi nha ciing rat quan tdm. O noi bién cwong
xa x0i chinh chién, han van khong quén moi thang sai ngwoi dwa thu t6i, ky
tran di bdo hoang thwgng ngy t¢ cho han déu dwgc mang dén Huy Chau.

Chéng qua la ndi dung thw moi lan gii t¢i déu khong khac nhau la may,
hon phan ntra la do phu t4 ctia han viét, déng an tin ctia han Ién trén coi nhw
gia thw. T6i khong biét han lam nhw vay coi nhw la chu toan Ié nghia hay la
quan tam tGi thé dién ctia toi hay la vi c6 chut bit rit. Lic dau t6i cling
tirng trure tiép viét thw hoi dap, dan dan nhin thay birc thw giong nhuw cong
van ay, ngay ca hitng thi mé ra xem cting khéng con nita.

Co lé day goi la phu thé ton trong nhau, twong kinh nhu tan.
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Ching t6i c6 su an y, ngam hiéu lan nhau, khong can mién cudng co 1€,
ngugc lai c6 niém vui riéng, cau nhan dac nhan*.

*Cau nhan dac nhan: cau gi dugc nay.

Vira mdi vao tiét thu da thay 14 vang roi lac, vira thdy dém dong tuyét
bay, tuyét da tan xuan t&i, mui ha &m ciing dan dan dam... Thoi gian dé
dang tr6i qua, nam xwa nhw nwdc, tam dan dan binh than, ttv dam bac t&i
lwong bac*, cu6i cting cé thé binh tinh ty kiém ché.

*Lwong bac: chan nan, ngudi lanh.
Moéi nhan duyén nay, vi phu quan nay, toi ciing nén hai long théi.

Huy Chau la noi xung yéu, dau moi giao thong, duong song lai thuan
tién, tredc gio luon la ving dat ma thwong nhan va phu gia tu hoi.

Tiét troi noi nay khac han kinh thanh, khong am wdét nhiéu mwa, mua ha
oi btrc, mua dong lanh cam.

Huy Chau bon mua rd rang, quanh nam sud6t thang luén cé anh nang tuwoi
sang, bau troi trong vat.

Tt xwa t6i nay, dan ching hai mién nam bac khéng ngtrng chuyén cu,
hon tap hon thwong, noi day vira c6 ngudi phwrong bac sang sang chat phac
vilra c6 nguwoi phwong nam 6n hoa tinh té, qua nhiéu nam lién tuc chinh
chién ciing khéng c6 may thay doi, dan sinh giau cé va dong dtc.

Thit st Huy Chau Ngo Khiém la mon sinh mot tay phu than nang do,
nam xua chi la tai t& c6 chit danh tiéng lai rat dwgc phu than wu ai, tai
nhiém bon nam da cé chinh tich* khong tam thwong. Ké tr khi t6i t¢i hanh
quan, Ng6 dai nhan van an can trong nom, Ng6 phu nhan ciing thuong tGi
bai phong, lo lang t6i c6 chit gi khéng vui, luon tan tam tan lyc nghénh
ti€p toi.
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*Chinh tich: thanh tich lam viéc trong khi tai chirc ctua quan lai.

Doi v6i sy nghénh dai cua phu phu Ng6 gia, toi khong cé hao cam, cling
khong danh long tir choi.

Ng6 Khiém dwa vao chinh tich néi troi cung véi su chi bdo ctia phu than,
con dwong lam quan ciing coi nhw thuan 1gi, c6 hy vong thang chirc, von
khong can tan lyc nghénh dai t6i. Chang qua la nit nhi duy nhat cia han
cling da sap trwdng thanh, lai quanh nam cung cha me & Huy Chau, khéng
thé lam quen vGi con em nhitng nha cao ctta rong chon kinh thanh, gio sap
tGi tudi ga di, phu phu Ngb gia lo au, mong moi sém dugc diéu trd vé kinh
thanh dé dinh méi chung than cho con.

Pang thuong cho tdm long cha me trong thién ha, lo lang vat va vi con
t¢i muc do.

T6i biét nguyén nhan nay, lam sao c6 thé nhan tam tir chdi?

Hai ngay nay, chuyén gay nao nhiét nhat trong thanh chinh la ngay hoi
Thién dién*.

*Dién: diéu.

Xuan dén thi diéu gidy von la phong tuc phwong nam, dac biét thinh
hanh déi véi nit quyén trong kinh thanh.

Nhitng nam qua, vao thang ba thang tw moi khi xuan dén, nit tit trong
kinh déu tim dén nguoi c6 tay nghé gidi lam ra nhitng chiéc diéu dep xa
hoa, ciing than quyén ban bé ra ngoai thanh dao chai, t6 chitc yén tiéc thi
tha diéu, thuwdng thitc ca phd... Truyén théng Huy Chau khong cé tap tuc
nay, sau khi toi téi, hang nam Ng6 phu nhan déu ty minh chu tri, moi nit
quyén danh mo6n phu gia toan thanh vao ngay chin thang tw dén Quynh Hoa
uyén t6 chitc hoi Thién dién.
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Hiém thay doi phu phu nay tan Iyc dung tam, nghi ra cach nhw vay dé lay
long toi.

Moi nam & nha, ca ca ludn tim tdi thg tha cong tay nghé khéo 1éo lam
diéu cho t6i, hon nita, huynh ay con am hiéu 16i vé tranh tinh vi, dé 1én do
bai tho t6i lam. Con diéu bay di, ching t6i mac cho né phiéu diéu, khong
dé y t6i. Vay ma ngudi khac vo tinh nhat duwgc lai ton sung la vat quy bau,
ra gia bac rong tram lwgng, mang ra ngoai phd ban, moi nguwdi goi né la
diéu my nhan.

Nam nay, khong biét ca ca sé vé diéu my nhan cho khué ti nha ai?
Co6 lé Cam Nhi néi dung, t6i thye cé chit nhé nha.
Ngay chin thang tw, Quynh Hoa uyén.

Troi thang tw trong xanh, hoa thom cé la dua nhau tranh gianh sac xuéan,
sac mau ryc rd, dep nhw may troi.

Danh mon Huy Chau tu tap, pham la nguoi co chut danh phan dia vi
cling tranh nhau dé cho nit nhi tham gia ngay hdi nay.

To6i hiéu dugc, nhitng co gai kia cling chi mong & ngay héi Thién dién
nay thé hién dugc hét vé tao nha, nhan dugce sy wu éi cua toi, tir dé leo 1én

nha cao ctra rong.

O trong mét ho, toi 1a quy nhan cao khong thé cham, 1a nguodi co thé thay
doi van ménh caa ho.

Bon ho khat vong cé quy nhan gitp thay d6i van ménh nhuw vay, toi lai
that vong van ménh roi vao tay ngudi khac.

DPan sao hoi ngirng, ca mua cling tam dung lai.

T6i cing Ngb phu nhan va mot ddm hau nit di vao trong vuon.
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Moi nguoi cdi nguoi tham bai.
Cac c0 gai déu gam vac lua 13, trang diém can than, deo do6 trang sirc quy

gia, hét sirc 1ong lay.

Nguoc lai t6i chi tiy y mac mot than vay dai thiy sac méng, bui toc van
may, @ gitta cai chiéc thoa ngoc, toan than trén duwdi khong con cé nira vién
chau ngoc diém xuyét nao nita.

Lé xong, khai yén.

Trong tiéng dan sao, mot hang vii co y phuc ruc rd néi dudi nhau di ra,
nhe nhang mua, ¢ noi cao nhat trong viron xuat hién mot con diéu buom
buwém doé tham dudi hong diu dang theo gi6 bay 1én. Vé ngoai 16ng lay,
trang tri khéo léo, c6 1€ thoi gian dé lam thanh cling khong it, xem ra la
diéu cta thién kim Ngo gia.

T6i hoi mim cwdi, néi, “Canh mong veeong may khoi, ban ron vi sac

»

hoa”.

“Tiéu ni* kém co6i, khién Vwong phi ché cudi r6i”, Ng6é phu nhan khé
khom ngudi, 16i néi khiém ton, than sac lai c6 chut ty dac.

Mot thiéu nit do vang dang ngbi voi dirtng day bai ta.

Ng6 phu nhan cudi néi, “Tiéu nit Hué Tam, bai kién Vwong phi”.

Toi gat dau ra hiéu cho c6 gai do tién gan lai.

Thiéu nit 4o vang cui dau cham rai di tGi, dang ngudi yéu diéu, chiéc
khan che mat mong phat pho trong gio, cang toat ra vé diu dang dong long
nguoi.

Phuong nam tirng c6 tuc 1€ nit tir chwa 14y chong khi ra ngoai phai deo

khan che mat, t6i lai khong biét Huy Chau ciling c6 phong tuc nhw vay, nit
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to* Ngb gia nay dung khan che mat ¢ day chac han la dugc gido duc rat
nghiém.

Pang dinh nhin ky ni ti kia thi chgt nghe thdy mot tiéng sdo vang lén,
trong viron, mot con diéu én xanh biéc don gi6 bay thang lén, tinh té hon
nguoi, giong nhw mot con én nho dang giwvong canh bay. Con chwa kip nhin
k¥ da thay mot con diéu ca chép vang bay 1én, tiép do la dao tién, hoa sen,
ve ngoc, chuon chuon... Nhat thoi, day trdi la canh diéu, vo cung sac s&
tung bing khién nguwdi xem khong kip nhin.

Moi nguoi trong nhady mat déu chi lo nhin quanh, khong ngét 16i ca tung.

Ng6 gia nit nhi uyén chuyén di t6i, ttng buwdc tirng budc tGi gan, diu
dang ha bai.

“Ni ti¢ xinh dep nay rat kha”, t6i quay dau lai cuwdi n6i véi Ngd phu
nhan, lai thay than sac Ngo6 phu nhan bién doi, tritng mat nhin nit ti treéc
mat.

Dot nhién, mdt tiéng cwdi sac bén don dap vang lén.

T6i ca kinh ngang dau, phia dong nam bén ngoai virdn bong nhién xuat
hién mot bong dang.

Khi gi6 to ndi 1én, mot con diéu khong 16 mau xanh 14 phéng lén cao,
giong nhw diéu hau, hai canh dai gan ba trwgng, vo cung 16n bay xet qua
vuon, xong thang téi cho toi dang ngoi.

Toi 1ap tic ding 1én, lui nhanh vé phia sau.

Than anh mau vang tredc mat thoang dong, nit nhi Ngo gia kia dot nhién
vuon tay gitt chat 1ay ba vai t6i, nam ngén tay dam sau vao da thit, dau thau
gan cot.
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“Nguoi khong phai 1a Hué Tam...”. Trong tiéng thét choi tai cia Ngo
phu nhan, nit t& kia vong vé phia sau, mot chwdng ha xuéng sau gay toi.

Cung ltic do, con diéu nggp bong kia theo gié manh bay t6i.
Béng t6i bao pha khap dat troi.

Sau gay dau nhirc, tréc mat hoan toan la mot mau den, ldc mét chat y
thitc cudi cling con sét lai, toi chi cAm thay hai vai bi gitt chat, than thé bi
nhac bong lén, bén tai la tiéng gi6é phan phat...
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Pen kit, x6c ndy, bitc boi, trong tiéng vé ngwa 16c coc, t6i giat minh nhan
ra toan than khong thé nhiic nhich, miéng bi nhét gié, khong phat ra dugc
bat ky am thanh nao... Trong béng t0i, t6i gang hét sitc md to hai mat
nhung lai khong nhin thay cai gi ca.

Pay la mong, nhat dinh la m&t con 4c mong.

To6i c6 gang hét kha nang nhuwng tit chi van khong c6 1dy chut sitc I,
mot ngon tay cling khong nang 1én néi.

Hét thay chi c6 thanh am va dap don dap vang lén, tiéng vong tir trong
16ng nguc toi truyen tdi, trong khong gian nghet thd toi tam, co ho mudn
x0ng ra ngoai.

Gio phut nay, thit duy nhat toi c6 thé phan biét chi con la tiéng dong va
mot chut tri gidc mo ho.

Tiéng v6 ngwa bén tai 16¢ cdc, c6 ldc con nghe duge am thanh va cham
gilta tdm van go va chiéc xe.

Pay la mot cai rwong nhé hep ma dai lao vun vut theo xe ngya... Chang

1é 1a quan tai?

Chi c6 ngudi chét mdi dugce dat trong quan tai, nhung t6i con song...
Song lung bat dau én lanh, mo6 héi lanh chay rong rong.
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La ai dam ca gan muu hai t6i?

Chang 1€ 1a ké thu chinh tri hay ké thu 1du nam cua phu than, hay phéan
tac triéu dinh...? Nhung bat coc tbi ¢6 1gi ich gi cho bon ching?

Tram ngan y niém xuat hién quan quanh trong dau, than thé citng ngac té
dai, chop miii dot nhién thay cay cay.

Khong, khong khéc, toi khong thé khéc.

Toi gang sitc can chat moéi, nwdc mat lai theo khée mat chdy xudng thai
dwong, noi so hai va c6 doc un un kéo dén.

Lan dau tién trong doi, t6i biét mui vi nay, chinh la sg hai.

Khéng biét minh dang & dau, xung quanh c6 nhitng ai, thi ty ho vé
thuwong ngay tién ho hau ng lic nay khong hé co6 & day.

Lan nay that sy la cung duwong, khong c6 vién binh.

Cai gi dang cho t6i & phia trwdc? Vuc sau van trugng hay dam rong hang
ho, hay la phan mo lanh nhw bang?

Trong con ac mong mo mang, toi hoang sg khong yen, vira lanh lai vira
déi, trai qua tirng dgt ngu mé man, mot l1an nita lai tinh lai trong chiéc xe
nguwa xOc nay nay.

Xe ngwa chay moi ldc mot nhanh hon, trong ltic thanh tinh, t6i c6 gang
phan biét nhitng tiéng vang bén tai, co ho cé tiéng nwdc chay, tiéng ngwoi
trén pho, tham chi con c6 tiéng mwa gio... Khong biét da qua thoi gian bao
lau, t6i cang ngay cang lanh, cang ngay cang doi, trong con hon mé c6 cam
giac nhu minh sap chét.

“Am” mot tiéng that 16n, toi giat minh tinh lai, anh sang chéi 16a co ho
khién t6i khong thé md& mat ra.
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Boéng ngudoi lay dong, t6i bi giit chat, kéo ra ngoai, xuwong cot toan than
dau nhttc nhv muon nt ra.

“Céac nguoi khong muon séng nita phdi khong? Goi lao Bién dén xem di,
bang khong cong sttc vat va bao 1au coi nhw di tong”.

“Lao bién dang chita thirong cho Thiéu chd, dau c6 thoi gian ranh roi dé
y dén nang, viit xuéng ham di, khong chét dugc dau”.

Nguoi néi trude khau am dam, khong giong nguwdi chon kinh thanh,
nguoi sau la mot nit nhan c6 giong ndi lanh 1€o cay nghiét.

Hai mat t6i bat dau c6 chut thich *ng v&i dnh sang m& mao tredc mat,
loang thoang nhin quanh, chi thdy nha ctra d6 nat, nghéo ting chat hep, twa

nhuw mot khu nha hoang cii nat.

May ngudi tredc mat cao thdp khac nhau, déu mac trang phuc ctia dan du
muc phwong bac, trén dau doi mii chién*, khong thé nhin rd mat.

*Chién: ni

Toan than vo lyc, c6 hong khé khoc sap nitt ra, toi bi mot ga cao to vam
v@ gitt 14y, ldo ddo day manh vao trong mot canh ctra.

Nguoi do thao day thirng trong tay toi, moc ra vai rach dang nhét trong
miéng, ddy t6i nga xudng dong co kho.

Sau d6 lai c6 mot ngwoi di vao, dat mot thit gi do 1én mat dat.
Hai nguoi cung roi di, dong ctra lai.
Nam guc trén dong co, toi khong con c6 stic luc bo day.

Chép miii lai ngtri thdy mot mui hwong quai di, vira quen thudc lai ky la,
dot nhién khién t6i co ho khong chiu dugc.
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Trwdc mat la mot cai bat con bang dat nung, dung mot niva bat chao mau
Xam tro.

Mui thom la Iting, mui thom ctia ngii coc dang toa ra tir cai bat ay.

Toi gang sitc chong nguwoi day, dung hét sie Iyc bo téi... Bau ngon tay
vuiron ra, thiéu mot chut la véi duoc.

Gio nay khac nay, néu c6 nguoi dang & day sé thdy Vuong phi la ngoc
canh vang nam trén mat dat, gang hét sitc bo vé phia treéc giong nhw con
thd sap chét... chi vi mudn véi dugc bat chdo gao Itc nay.

Cudi cung ciling vGi dugce cai bat, t6i uong mot ngum chao 16n, vé ngii
coc tho rap cha xat khién c6 hong dau dén, nhung mui vi lai hon mén ngon
dat tién gap tram lan. Trong miéng ném thady mét vi man dang, la nwdc mat
roi vao trong bat.

T6i nudt xuébng miéng chao cudi cung, day long binh tinh ty nha rang t6i
sé song sot, song sot chay khéi noi nay, song sét vé dén nha.

Phu than va ca ca nhat dinh sé t6i cttu toi.

Toi rot cudc cling da biét trén doi nay khong cé gi quan trong hon sy
song sot.

O trong ham so vdi trong quan tai lic trude da tot hon rat nhiéu.

ft nhat con c6 anh sang m& mo, c6 dong cé khd rdo, khong hé xéc nay
cling khong heé rét lanh.

Trong gian nan mét nhoc, con buén ngu kéo dén, téi co minh trén dong

>

co.

Gio khac nay, téi vd cung nhd nha, nhé cha me, nhé ca ca, nhg T
Pam... Nhé dén tat ca nhitng nguwoi than cia minh, moi khi nhé téi mot
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nguoi toi lai c6 thém mot phan diing khi.
Tham chi, t6i con nghi dén Tiéu Ky.

T6i c6 m6t vi hon phu anh hung cai thé, han c6 thé binh dinh thién ha, tat
nhién bon cwong dao vira nghe da sg mat mat.

Trong giac ngti mé man, tdi roi vao trong mong, 1an dau tién mo thay
phu quan cia minh... Vi twéng quan deo treong kiém cuwdi ngya kia ding
xa xa nghénh don t6i, dwa tay vé phia toi, t6i lai khong thdy ré6 khuén mat
han. Dy Chwong Vwong, 1a han dén citu toi sao...

Khong biét da qua bao nhiéu thoi gian, c6 tieng mé khoa ctra vang 1én,
c6 nguoi di vao tim 14y t6i, mang ra ngoai ham.

Trong can nha gob rach nat, t6i lai gap dugc “nit nhi Ngo gia” mot than ao
vang thuét tha luc trudce.

Nt tf trrdc mat mac mot bo 4o bong cong kénh, dau déi mii chién, van
nam trang, gwong mat xinh dep thanh td, than sac lai hung ac, tan nhan,

nhin qua con cé vé ac nghiét hon may nam nhan vam v& bén canh co ta.

Toi cwdi vdi c6 ta mot tiéng, co ta lai lanh lung trirng to6i, trong miéng
khé nguyén raa, “Tién nhan khong biét song chét!”.

Ba nam nhan phia sau c0 ta ciling c6 ngoai hinh khoi ngo, di ung cao, deo
kiém, nhin nhw ngudi quan ngoai*.

*Quan ngoai: nwdc khac

Bén trong can phong, ctra s6 déng kin mit, trong vang hoang so, chi c6
mot cai ban nghiéng léch, géc twong chat mot dong bao co kho. Bén tay
phai c6 mot chiéc ctra hong c6 rém vai kin, mt mui thudc nhan nhat theo
gio tan ra ngoai tw can phong bén canh.
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Toi dang suy nghi noi nay c6 1é 1a phwong bac, gan tdi quan ngoai roéi thi
bong nhién bi day mot céi, 1do dao vé huéng ctra hong.

Mot 6ng lao lung gu vén rem vai lén, ditng trudc ctra thap giong néi,
“Thiéu chu, nguwdi da mang dén roi!”.

“Pi vao”, mot giong n6i nam t&r lanh lung trong tréo vang dén.

Bén trong can phong d6 chi c6 anh sang mo ma, phia doi dién la mot
nguwoi dang nam trén giwvong gach.

Mot mui thdo dwgc néng dam téa ra tir binh thudc dat gan 10 swdi noi dau
giwong, ong lao kia lang 18 lui ra, chiéc rém vai lai dwgc buong xudng.

Nguoi no nhin nhu dang mang bénh hodc co6 thuwong tich, nghiéng nguoi
dwa vao givong gach, lanh lung dwa mat nhin t6i.

“Téi day”, thanh am tham trap, khéng ro la tam tinh gi.
Toi gio tay vén toc mai, cham rai di tGi trede giwong han.

Muogn anh sang nhat ngoai ctta so, t6i nhin thdy mot doi con nguwoi den
nhanh tham thuy.

Han la mot nam t rat tré tudi, khuén mat tai nhgt, ngli quan tinh té, 16ng
may dai hoi nhéch, d6i m6i méng khong chiit huyét sac, nhung doi mac lai
sac lem bic nguoi.

T6i ngo ngan, nhat thaoi khong thé tin twédng mot nguwdi nhu vay lai la
trum tho phi bat c6c minh.

Dung nhan yén lang c6 don nay ggi nén chut thwong xot, nhung vé mat
lanh lung lai ngan cach moi nguoi ¢ xa ngoai ngan ddm.

Anh mét ctia hdn phang phat nhu xuyén thau qua tdi.
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“Qua nhién la my nhan”, han lanh lung cwdi mot tiéng, “Tiéu Ky thuc co
diém phuc”.

Chot nghe han nhac t6i Tiéu Ky, t6i nhat thdi kinh ngac, han lai nhac
minh ditng day, gio tay nam dugc cam cua toi.

Toi ca kinh dit ra, lui vé phia sau, mang, “Quan t thinh tu trong!”.

“Quan t?”, han chong tay bén giwdng, cli ngwoi cuwdi to, trén than bach
y tiéu diéu dinh vét méau do tuoi.

“Moi Vuong phi chi gido, cai gi goi la quan t?”, sac mat han tai nhot,
van con mang than sac c6 bénh nhung cdp mat kia lai sang quac nhin thang
vao toi, anh mat day khinh thvong.

“Khong té, 1a ta ho d6”. Toi than nhién nhin, “Cong t¥ c6 thé diéu dong
nguoi bat c6c mot nit nhan quy tdc, c6 thé thay la nguwdi khong cau né tiéu
tiét, dam luan dao quan t& vGi cong ti thi dang la buon cudi”.

Anh mit ctia hin sang nhuv tuyét, an chita chiit tic gidn, cudi lanh néi,
“Vwong phi thuc ca gan, hiéu biét cling khong it”.

“Cong ti qua khen”, t6i binh tinh nhin thang han.

Han van dang cwoi, nhung nu cuwdi lai dan dan bang lanh lai, “Nguwai la
dao thét, ta la thit c4, chang 1€ Vuong phi cé thé thuc sy giao sinh ménh
cho ké khac?”.

Toi im lang.
Khoée mo6i han khé nhéch 1én, vé mia mai.

“Khong thé, ta rat sg chét”, toi thd dai, nguwdc mat cwdi voi han mot
tiéng, “Nhung nguoi sé khong dé cho ta chét”.
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Nu cwdi nhat dong lai trén moi, han thoang choc that than.

“Ta con hitu dung, khong phai sao?”, toi cham rdi di t6i phui bui trén mot
chiéc ghé dwa, mim cwdi ngoi xudng.

Han nheo mat nhin lai, &nh mat nhw miii dao, phang phat nhv mét con
s6i dang danh gia con moi cda no.

Trong anh nhin cia han, da thit t6i dan dan cam thay lanh, day long la
mot cam giac cyc ky kho chiu.

“Hitu dung thi sé dung”, han n& nu cwdi khinh bac, nhin t6i tir dau tGi
chan, “Nhung phai xem ta thich dung thé nao”.

To6i cltng nguoi, trong long lanh lai, mot luong Itta gian x6ng 1én. Tw
truedc toi gio chua co ai khinh thuong toi nhu vay, dam cong khai noi 101
cot nha.

“Dy Churong Vuong anh huing cai thé, néu nhw biét dwgc Vuong phi cia
han that trinh bai tan dw Ha Lan...”, &nh mat han sang quac nhuw Itra, nu
croi am lanh birc ngwoi, “Nguoi néi, Tieu Pai twéng quan sé c6 cam twdng
thé nao?”.

T6i bong nhién ngang dau, nhw bi sét danh tring.
Ha Lan, han la ngwoi toc Ha Lan.
Toc Ha Lan, bd toc nay cé 1é da bi nhiéu ngudi quén mat.

Hon tram nam trwde, toc Ha Lan tir mot bo toc dan du muc nho nhé dan
dan 16n manh, tw 1ap bién cwong, dung nwéc Ha Lan, giong cac nuwéc khac
chiu tién céng cho triéu dinh ta, giao Ivu buén ban. Rat nhiéu ngudi toéc Ha
Lan 1ay ngwoi Trung Nguyén, dan dan, bi dong héa bai 1€ giao Trung
Nguyén, tiéng ndi va 1é nghi ciing khong khac gi nguwdi Trung Nguyén.
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Sau nay, cudc chién loan bay nam no ra, B4t Quyét thira dip xam chiém,
Ha Lan vi cau ty vé da quy hang D6t Quyét, tréd mat vdi triéu ta.

Nguoi Dot Quyét chiém cit bién gidi phia bac da nhiéu nam, mai cho téi
khi Tiéu Ky dai pha song Soc, giang co ba nam, rét cudc thua, lui vé dai
mac.

Lic ay nwéc Ha Lan cung B6t Quyét déu la dich cua ta, cat dit con
dwong quan ta di, thiéu hiy lwong thao, khién Ninh Séc twéng quan Tiéu
Ky gian tim mat, dwa quan vay khon thanh Ha Lan, ép Ha Lan Vuong tw
van, Thé t ra thanh dau hang, quy phuc Tiéu Ky.

Tiéu Ky Iwu lai mot doi quan déng ¢ Ha Lan, dai quan tiép tuc chay vé
phuong bac tiéu diét Dot Quyét.

Khong ngo trong thanh Ha Lan, Vuong toc thwa dip Tieu Ky vwra di, phat
dong lam phan mot lan nita, giét chét twéng linh tha thanh, cing D6t Quyét
hai mat gidp cong, danh dai quan ctia Tiéu Ky. Tran chién ay, quan ta ton
that rat 16n, huyét chién hai ngay dém mgi danh lui dwoc cwong dich. Binh
ma Ha Lan bj tiéu diét gan nhw khéng con, Vwong toc chun chan trong
thanh khong ra. Thé t& Ha Lan mdt lan nita xin hang, Tiéu Ky khong dong
y, cho quan pha céng thanh x6ng vao, X1t tit toan bd hon ba tram ngudi
trong Vuong téc Ha Lan, ca nha Thé tir Ha Lan bi dwa di béu dau thi
chung.

“Vuong phi, ngwoi cé biét chién cong hién hach cua phu quan nguoi la
lam sao c6 dugce khong, sy vinh quanh ma ca nha nguoi c6 dugc la nho bao
nhiéu dong xwong kho khéng?”, han nghiéng nguwdi nhin t6i, anh mat nhw
dao, khuon mat trang béch khién ngudi ta phéi so hai, “Ngay Ha Lan mat
nuwdc, Veong toc trén duwdi ba tram nguwdi déu bi han giét sach, ngay ca dia
tré mai sinh ra cling khong tha! Dan ching bi got sat giam dap, nhu nhitng
con kién dan bi bop chét...”.
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T6i can moi ngoi yén bat dong, khong muon dé cho guwong mat bién sac
tredc mat han, trong long dan dan lanh nhw bang, Itta néng bén trong xong
thang lén go ma.

Han bong nhién ditng day, ddy mat nhw c6 hai ngon lita dang chay chiéu
thang vao day long t6i, “Nguwoi da tirng nhin thady phu nit va tré em me goa
con coi, song so so lai chét rét chét doi, nga lan xuéng cong nudc, thi thé bi
da thi gam nham...; 6ng gia téc bac dich than chon con chau chét tham;
thon trang dao mat da chim trong bién Itta... chwa? Chi béi vi bon ho
khong phai la nguwoi Trung Nguyén nén phai chiu tham hoa nay sao?”.

Toi dot nhién nham mat lai, khong ddm nghe nita, khong dam suy nghi,
tredc mat lai hién 1én tirng canh twgng day mau do.

Pay khong phai la that, han gat téi! Trong long t6i luén khong ngirng c6
mot thanh am vang 1én nhu vay. Dy Chuong Vuong la anh huing céi thé,
cling khong phai la ké tan bao déc ac nhw 16i han noi!

Ngay ca khi trong long dang lo s¢ nghi hodc, t6i van can chat rang,
khong noi 101 nao.

Co hong dot nhién cam thay dau nhiic.

Han hung hang bép chat ¢o t6i, hai mat dé ngau nhw mau, nhan chat t6i
trén ghé, phan dya phia sau ghé dd 1ay lung toi twa ho nhw mudn gay lia.

Ngay mot tiéng kéu dau t6i cling khong noi ra dugc.

“Pirng bay ra vé mat gia doi nay... Ta xem nguwoi c6 thé cao quy, c6 thé
chéng d& duoc tdi khi nao!”, han ndi gian, manh tay kéo t6i day, gitt chat
phia trdc han.

Tay han gan gudc, lva dao lai rat manh, to6i bi kéo nga thang vé phia
girong, ngd nam trong nguc han.
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Trong con hodng s, toi khong biét minh 1ay strc lyc tir dau, dot nhién
dwa khuyu tay dam thang vao nguc han.

Mot tiéng htr nhe vang 1én, stc Ivc dang kim ham t6i dot nhién budng
long, t6i nga xudng dat, lai thay han mot tay che nguc, vét thuwong trudc
nguc chgt nhiém dé.

Han oan han nhin t6i, khuén mat trang béch, than thé dét nhién run Ién,
khong ngirng ho khan, mau tran ra ngoai meép, trong ma giat minh.

T6i che miéng kiém ché khong cho ban than cat 1én tiéng kéu sg hai.

Bong nhién liéc thay chiéc cira s6 hé nita bén givong.

Chiéc rém vai da ngan cach 4nh mat cia nhitng ngwoi bén ngoai, khong
ai nghe thay tiéng dong bén trong, vét thwong ctia ngwoi nay lai tai phat...

Truwdc mat chinh 1a co hoi bé tron.

Toi khong kiéng dé bwdc 1én giwong, vong qua than thé co ric cta ngudoi
kia, day canh ctra s6 ra, mot con gi6 16n ta thang vao.

Bén ngoai la dong cé vang xam ngdn ngang, t6i can rang dang muon cui
ngwoi nhdy ra lai chgt nghe thay tiéng rén ri phia sau.

Chi thay nam t¥ kia run rdy che nguc, phang phat nhw dang kién nhan
chiu dung con dau dit doi, gang hét sitc viron tay vé phia chén thu6c dat
canh givong nhung lai khong thé véi tdi.

Than thé thon gay ctia han cudn lai nhuw tré so sinh, trong c6 phat ra
thanh am rén ri khan khan, sac mat trang béch gan nhw trong suét, twa hé
nhw sau mot khac sé phai tat thd.

Ntra ngudi toi da & bén ngoai ctra so, lai trong khoanh khac chgt do du.
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Han chi thiéu mdt chit nita sé véi dwge chén thudce, néu khong véi duoc,
e rang sé chét... Toi dam khuyu tay vao ngwe han, khong ngo lai choc vao
vét thuong cifi, c nhw vay cwép di tinh mang han.

Trwdc mat la mot ngwoi song lai béi vi téi ma tinh mang treo sgi toc.

Nhung han la tan dw ngoai toc... Trong long t6i ling ting, nhat thoi cam
thdy sy xa cach sinh t.

Chang 1é hom nay mot ngwoi dang song sé chét trong tay toi?

Nguoi d6 dot nhién mé mat, nhin vé phia t6i, trong phiit ch6c, duong
nhu t6i lai thdy Tw Pam. Lic xwa khi huynh &y mang bénh ciing da ting c6
don bat lyc nhw vay, cling da tirng buén ba nhin téi nhw vay, khéng muén
toi roi khoi giwong bénh cia huynh ay niva buéc.

Chinh la &nh mat buon ba dé khoét sau vao day long toi, long toi chot
mém nhiin.

Thoi! Chung quy la mot cai mang! T6i hiéu rd tam tw, lui vé phia trudc
giwong, bung chén thudc kia 1én.

Han da khong con sitc lwe gio tay 1én, toi chi con cach cam chén thudc
dwa t6i miéng han, tr tir cho han uéng.

Han thé gap, sac mat van trang béch, chi la binh tinh nhin t6i, anh mat
thé lwong nhw mot dita tré bat luc.

Anh mét nay, khong biét vi sao khién ban tay dang bung chén thudc cta
toi khé run.

Ca nguoi han tya vao ngudi toi, 1ong may hoi nhan, thd hon hén.

Toi gio 6ng tay 4o, lau vét mau trén miéng han.
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Khong thé bo 16 thoi co nita, toi quay dau lai nhin ctra s6, dat chén thudc
xuong, dang lic xoay ngudi thi dng tay ao lai cang ra, han la han da bat
dwgc ong tay o toi.

“Tinh ra thi ta da cttu ngwoi mot lan, tha ta di di”, toi thé dai, dit ra khoi
han, cti nguwdi nhdy ra ngoai ctra so.

Toi nga xuéng dong co6 kho, lao dao bo day, cap toc bo chay.

Vira chay dugc may tregng, dwdi chan dot nhién bi vedng, vat 4o bi gitr
lay, t6i nga trén mat dat, dau goi dau nhirc.

Trudc mat lai sang, sang nhw tuyét, ludi dao sang nhuw tuyét.
T6i cham rai can rang ngoi day, day long toi tam.

“Nguoi cho rang muwoi may ngwdi bén ngoai déu mu sao, ndi chay la
chay dwgc?”, mot tiéng cwdi nam tir 6m Om vang lén.

Mot d6i ban tay den tho kéch dinh nam 1ay t6i, t6i nghiéng nguoi tranh
ra, lanh lung néi, “Khong phién nguoi, ta tw minh di vé”.

“Htt, nit nhan cay nghiét!”, han gitt t6i lai.
T6i bong nhién ngang dau, anh mat lanh lung quét qua han.

Nguoi d6 ngan ra, bi toi doa, lang lang nhin t6i ditng day, thong dong
chinh lai vat 4o, di theo sau t6i tré vé phong.

Vira tién vao trong ctra da nghe thdy hai tiéng “Tién nhan”.

Con chwa kip nhin rd, than dnh tredc mat da dong, mot tiéng gion tan
vang lén, trén ma dau rat.
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Thiéu nit van nam trang kia gio tay quat, “Tién nhan, dam ca gan mao
pham thiéu chu, con ddm chay?”.

Trwdc mat bién thanh mau den, trong miéng xudt hién mui mau twoi...
Trong con oan han, nwédc mat khong kim dwgc dang 1én trong hoc mat, toi
can rang nghiéng mat qua, kién quyét ngan khéng cho nuwéc mat roi.

Thiéu nit kia mé6t lan nita vung tay, lai nghe mot tiéng quat 16n, “Ding
tay, tiéu Diép!”.

Ong 130 lic ndy vén rém di ra, tram giong néi, “Thiéu cha phan phé
khong thé vo 1é v6i Vuong phi!”.

“Thiéu chu sao r6i?”, co6 ta khong kip dé y toi, voi vang kéo lay 6ng lao
kia hoi.

Ong 3o kia khé liéc t6i mot cai, “Udng thudc kip thoi, da khong con
dang ngai”.

Ca dam ban rén cham séc thiéu chi caa bon ho, toi lai dwgc ap tai vao
trong ham.

Lan nay, dai khai la dé phong t6i chay tron lan nita nén bon chiing tréi
chat hai tay hai chan toi.

Ctra ham nang né déng lai, trong bong toi, toi tw minh cwdi kho.

May la con c6 thién tdm, bang khong khong biét sé bi bon ho hanh ha thé
nao... S6m biét rang khéng chay dugc, chi bang cho tén thiéu chu kia chut
nhan tinh.

Chi mong ngudi tot sé gap diéu tot.

Khéng ngo, thuc sw gap dugc diéu tot.
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Tinh lai, c6 gai tiéu Diép kia lai dan t6i ra, c@i day thirng, dwa téi hau
vién, khong néi khong rang day to6i vao mot gian phong.

Bén trong c6 mot thung nwdc nong, mot bo y phuc sach sé.

Toi hit sau mot hoi, tha minh vao trong, khong thém dé y rot cudc bon
ching c6 muc dich gi, hoan toan quén mat minh dang & trong hiém canh,
chi cdm thdy c6 mdt thung nwdc nong dé tam la chuyén vo cung may man.

Thay quan 4o sach vao, vén téc wét 1én, toi phuc héi tinh than rdi khoi
can phong.

Tiéu Diép c6 nwong khong noi hai 16i da di tdi tréi chat hai tay toi.

T6i nhin dau, nhin c6 ta, cudi cuoi, “Nguoi van nam trang khong dep,
thiéu cha nha ngwoi phéi chuan bi cho nguwoi mot bo nit trang méi phai”.

Co ta tirc gian do mat, tan nhan bam vao dwdi xwong swon to6i mot cai.
Co0 c6 néi nit nhan hanh ha ni nhan 4c hon nam nhan nhiéu, thyc ding.
T6i lai bi dan t&i phong cuta thiéu chu kia.

Han van nam trén giwong, anh mat sau tham dirng lai mot hoi lau trén
guong mat toi, roi lai ngrng lai trén tay toi.

“Ai tr6i nguwoi?”, han nhiu may, “Pwa tay cho ta”.

Han cham chap ditng day, dua tay tGi cdi day tréi cho t6i, ngén tay thon
gay nho dai lanh lanh, chi trong long ban tay méi c6 chit 4m ap... Thuc sy
hoi giong T Bam.

Ban tay Ttr Pam trang nhgt nhuw ngoc, lai am ap mém nhe.

“Co6 vét mau dong r6i”, han cam ldy c6 tay toi.
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Toi rat tay ra, lti vé phia sau mot budc, lang 1ang nhin han.

Han ciing tram tinh nhin, m&t lic 1au lai ngao man cwdi mot tiéng, “Hoi
han cttu ta?”.

“Tién tay ma thoi, khong hoi han dwgc”, t6i than nhién ndi.
Han tram mac choc lat, bong cwoi lanh, “Tiéu Ky giét ngwdi nhw ngoe lai

cwdi mot vi Vuong phi tam dia bo tat, buén cuwoi, that 1a nye cusi!”.

Toi cling cwoi mot tieng, “Twdng quan khong giét dich chang 1€ lai hoc y
hanh y té thé?”.

Han htr lanh, “Nguwoi rat biét bao vé phu quan, dang tiéc Dy Chuong
Vuong khong biét thwong hoa tiéc ngoc, giai nhan nhw vay lai bi c6 don ba
nam lién”.

T6i nhéch moi, cd gang kim nén con gian dir trong long, khong dé anh
mat cta han lam cho bai r6i, lanh lung noéi, “Chuyén trong nha minh dau
can phai néi véi nguoi ngoai”.

“Thién ha déu biét noi tai than cua ngwoi, Vuwong phi can gi phai kién
quyét gitt thé dién?”, han mim cwdi, 10i noi lai thém vai phan ac doc.

“Nguoi khong phai la ta, lam sao biét ta tai than?”, t6i ngao nghé noi,
“Tiéu Ky cho du khong phai la tat ca cling la phu quan ta, khong phai dé
nguoi ngoai chwi bagi”.

Han khong noi, binh tinh nhin t6i, mot hoi 1au bong thé dai mot tiéng.

“Vwong Huyén”, han nhw c6 diéu suy nghi, thap giong goi tén t6i, bong

nhién ngwdc mat nhin t6i, “Nguoi vi sao khong nhan co hoi do giét ta ma
nguoc lai con ctru ta?”.
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T6i dau cé ctiru han? Bai vi han cé chit giong Tt Pam, hay bai vi toi
long da nit nhan... T6i cling khong biét nén trd 10i chinh minh thé nao.

“Con nguoi déu co6 long trac an”, toi nhan nhat giong dap.
Lai nghe thay han dot nhién cwoi lanh, “Long trac an!”.

Anh mét hin chot sang lanh, gwong miit day vé gian dit, nu cudi an chita
st ac doc, “Kho c6 duwgce long trac an nay cdia nguoi, chi bang 1ay mang cta
nguoi thay Tieu Ky chudc t9i”.

Toi khong biét vi sao lai choc gian han, ngang dau néi, “Nguoi co tirng
nghe néi Lang Gia Vuong thi chwa titng c6 ngudi s chét?”.

Do6i mat han sang quac nhin veé t6i, 1ong ngwc phap phong nhw dé nén
con tirc gian, “Bién! Cut ngay di!”.

Sau do, t6i van bi giam trong ham, ban ngay dugc dwa t6i hau ha han.

Cai goi la hau ha, chang qua chi la bung thuéc, nwéc, ngéi mét bén nghe
han 1dm nham, thi thodng bi nhuc ma.

To6i tram mac nghe theo, cling khong phan khang vo ich, vira am tham dé
y tim co hdi tron di.

Ltc han tinh téo sé noi vai 10i tam sy, thinh thodng khé né nu cuoi, ngoai
ra phan 16n thdi gian déu nghiém khac mang chtti thudc ha, hi n vo
thvong, trach phat cuc ndng.

Chi c6 ltic ngti mé man, than sac han méi diém tinh, khong t6i tam, hay
tc gian nhu luc thuong.

T6i dan dan phat hién ra, con ngwdi nay cao ngao, nhay cam cuc ky, ghét
nhat la bi nguwdi khac thwong x6t dong cam, ngwoi khac cho du vi that long
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quan tam han ma hét l1ong quan tam cham s6c han sé khién han c6 cam giac
minh bi thwong hai, 1ap t@c gian di¥ tré mat.

Thudc ha ctia han lai trung thanh véi han vo cung, vo ludn han quat mang
thé nao ciling cung kinh khac thwong, khong mot 16i oan han.
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Gi6 ao ao thoi qua song ctva nhu thé mudn thdi bay tat ca, tiéng gi6 bén
ngoai twa nhu tiéng gao thét sac nhon.

To6i da song qua bay ngay. Noi nay khong biét la viing nao ma trdi thang
tw lai c6 gié manh, hai ngay gan day con bong nhién c6 mwa nang hat. Gio6
lanh nhé nhe tia vao, ctra s6 dwong nhuw hoi bi day ra, téi dwa tay déng cira
s0, Ong tay ao lai bi mac trén than cay bén ngoai, nhat thoi bi giit lai.

Toi dung sttc giat ra, lai vo y dung vao gai trén than cay, dau ngén ut lién
xuat hién vét mau nhot nhat.

“DPung dong day”.

Chua kip quay lai da thdy hai canh tay vong tdi tir sau lwng, g& 6ng tay
o t0i ra khéi than cdy kia, con nam lay ban tay t6i.

Hoi théd nam ti* @m ap gan tGi, toi run lén, voi vang nghiéng ngudi tranh.

“M0ot vét thwong nhé cling khong chiu duwgc, qua nhién la canh vang 14
ngoc”, han lanh lung liéc t6i, ngbn ngit day giéu cat, lai dwra tay toi t6i bén
mep.

Long t6i cang thang, trd tay day han ra, lai cham phai 16ng ngwc chi mac
mot chiéc do don caa han.
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B0 dang quan bach cua t6i khién han bat cwoi 16n.

“Thiéu chu... cé viéc gi vay?”, man ctra khé dong, tiéu Diép tho nguoi
vao héi han, bi tiéng cudi cia han kinh dong, cé chit ngac nhién.

T6i nhan co hoi lui vé phia sau, lai nghe thdy han gam Ién mot tiéng, “bi
ra ngoai! Ai cho nguoi vao?”.

Tiéu Diép giat minh, than sac kinh hai.

Han gian dit, nam 14y bat thudc, ném vé phia ctta, “Cut!”.
Tiéu Diép trao nwdc mat, quay dau chay vi ra ngoai.

Toi ding tranh xa xa trong goc phong, tho o, ho hitng nhin.

May ngay nay thwong thé ctia han chuyén bién rat nhanh, du chwa khéi
han nhung tinh than, nguyén khi cling da hoéi phuc hon nita.

Vi Ha Lan cong t¥ nay tinh tinh v6 cung c6 quai, lic tiéu tuy mang bénh
con khién ngudi ta cam thay chit bi thwong, nhwng tinh than vira chuyén
bién t6t da trd nén vo cung khé lwong, hi nd vo thwong. Co khi ca ngay
khong néi 10i nao, gap ai cting lam nhw khong thay, cé lic thi cwe ky cau
kinh, ndi gian vo 6.

Han dudi tiéu Diép di ro6i nhung dwdng nhw van chwa hét gian, bo mat
van bay ra vé phién nédo burc bdi.

T6i ditng day di vé phia ctra.
Canh tay bong nhién dau nhoi, bi han hung hang 16i tré lai.

“Ta cho ngwoi di sao?”, han lanh luing m@ miéng.
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“Ta nghi di 1ay cai bat khac, nguoi vira dap mot cai r6i”, mat t6i khong
doi sac.

Han ng6 chirng t6i mot hoi 1au, dwa tay nang cam t6i 1én.
“Budng tay!”, t6i noi gian.

“Nguoi chura tirng hau ha Tiéu Ky nhue vay sao?”, han tién gan dén canh
toi, nhw cwoi ma lai khong cuoi.

Toi ngdy ngudi, 10i mang mo bi nghen noi c6 hong, dot nhién khong noéi
nén loi.

Nhat thoi, bao nhiéu chua x6t uat tc cay dang bong ap téi.

Pau tién 1a bat chgt thanh than, sau dé bi bé mot minh, cho dén khi bi bat
coc, roi vao hiém canh, lién tiép gap chuyén khong may, déu la do vi phu
quan khéng biét mat cua toi ban tang. To6i vi han ma chiu nhuc, han lai
dang & cho nao? Co biét toi chiu kho chang? C6 thé c6 chiit lo nghi... Chie
la mot chut lo nghi cting khong co.

Toi bi bat t6i day da duwgc hon mudi ngay, cha me & kinh thanh xa x6i
ngoai tam tay véi, nhung han than la Pai twéng quan tran tha bién cuwong
phurong bac ma ngay ca thé t cling khéng bao vé dugce. T6i chiu nhuc, cho
doi nguoi ctru vién, nhung gio da khong con hy vong.

Nguwai khac giéu cgt, lang nhuc t6i, t6i c6 thé nhan nai, nhung khong cé
cach nao thtra nhan dugc minh c 1an lvot bi vitt bo.

“Ta dang nghi, Vuong phi httu danh vo thuc nhw ngwoi co6 phai tGi nay
van la than x nit?”, han siét chat cam t6i, cdi nguwai tién gan tai.

Toi kinh s, gio tay gidang xuoéng mat bat tai.
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Han chan dong, thinh nd nhin t6i cham cham, gwong mat do dan Ién, tré
tay mot chuvong danh nga toi.

Trwdc mat mo di, trén mat vo cung dau nhitc.

Han lanh ling dwa mat nhin t6i, nd nu cwdi khién to6i khong rét ma run,
“Pé ta xem mot chut, Dy Chuwong Vuong phi tam trinh cttu liét ra sao!”.

Sau gay chot cang thang, c6 am thanh vai bi xé rach, vat do t6i bi han xé
mao!

Toi toan than run ray, “Ta la thé t& cua Tiéu Ky, ngwoi néu con tinh la
nam nhan thi hay dwong dwong chinh chinh ra sa tredng quyét chién véi
han! Lang nhuc mot nit nhan coi la bao thu sao? T6 tién Ha Lan t6c c6 biét,
ta cling cam thay ho then thay cho nguoi!”.

Tay cda han dirng lai tredc ngue t0i, gwong mat tuan ti nhan nho, lira
gian duwdi day mat hun 1én dé ngau.

“T6 tién c6 biét?”, han 16n tiéng cuwdi, “Toc Ha Lan hai muwoi nam truée
nhuc nha vi ta, thém mot l[an hom nay nita cé ngai gi?”.

Han do6t nhién giat 4o nguc cua t6i, hay tay truegt xudng trén da thit.

“V6 si!”, toi rung rung nwdc mat gidy dua, toc x0a ra tan loan, dot nhién
nam dwgc mot cay tram, trong noi tuyét vong day xau ho va gian dit, toi
khong chit nghi nggi, cam chat cay tram, dam thang vé phia han.

Tram dam vao da thit, t6i cam thay dwgc sy mém mai, rot cude khong
dam xudng dwgc, co tay bi han nam chat, dau nhitc, buéng khéi cay tram.

Han giit chat c6 tay phai cua toi, trong mat la sat y dai thinh.

Cam giac dau dén nhw gay xwong khién toan than t6i toat ra mo hoi lanh.
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Han tr@ tay rut cay trdm ra, mau twoi tir trén c6 han quanh co chay
xuong.

“Nguoi mudn giét ta?”, thanh am cda han khan dac toi tam, sat y trong
mat dan mat di.
“Ta hoi han khong giét nguwoi sém mot chut!”, téi nhin thang vao mat

han.

Pong tir han dan dan co lai, noi day mat la mot man swong lanh nhw
bang, phang phat nhuw dau thwong v6 tan, vé cung that vong.

T6i nham mat lai, mot dong nwéc mat trao ra... Néu nhw cai chét dén vao
lic nay, toi sé than nhién don nhan.

Trén c6 néng lén, bong nhién c6 cam giac nhéi dau. La han cdi ngwoi can
vao gay toi.

Han ngang dau lén, 1ay tay lau vét mau, nu cwdi am lanh, anh mat néng

ruc.

“Nguoi lam ton thwong ta thé nao, ta sé hoi bao lai nhw vay”, tay ctia han
dat 1én gay toi, nhe nhang vudt ve vét thwong, “Vét thwong nay la an ky cta
ta, chu nhan nguoi t gio chinh la Ha Lan Cham ta!”.

Vét thuwong trén c6 khong sau, nhung khi ctr dong van cam thay rat dau.

Lién ti€p hai ngay dém toi bi khoa trong ham, khong dwgc ra ngoai,
ngoai trir luc dwa com cting khong c6 ai budc vao.

Nghi dén Ha Lan Cham, t6i van khong rét ma run. Hom d6 may man
thoat dwoc, lai bi han can thwong bén gdy,... Ngwoi nay han la dién roi! To6i
khong biét han con nghi ra bién phap nao khac dé hanh ha t6i nita. Han han
Tiéu Ky, lai ac doc trut 1én nguoi toi.
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Ké thu cta han la Tiéu Ky, lai bat céc t6i, néu chi vi lang nhuc cho ha
gian, dau can phai suot duong che giau an nap?

Chi sg, bon ho c6 am muu 16n hon.

Nhung toi c6 thé co gia tri 1gi dung gi chit? Chang 1€ han dinh l1dy t6i lam
moi, uy hiép Tiéu Ky?

Néu thyc la nhw vay, e rang Ha Lan Cham phai that vong. Mang song
cta toi, sg la Dv Chwong Vuong khong them dé y dén.

Suy nghi, lai khong khoi cudi kho, dan dan cwdi ra nwdc mat.

Néu nhu t6i c6 thé song sot chay thoat khoi noi nay, song sot gap dugc
Dy Chwong Vuong, t6i nghi toi sé van han cap cho t6i huu thu.

Tha rang m6t minh séng tiép quang doi con lai con hon lam Dy Chwong
Vuwong phi.

Ban dém, tiéng dong 1on x6n danh thitc toi tinh day.

Ctra ham md ra, tiéu Diép lang 1€ di vao, ném quan ao dang cam trong
tay 1én nguwoi toi.

“Thay y phuc di!”, c6 ta nhin t6i bang anh mat hung ac, nhw thé muén
khoét ra hai 16 trén mat t6i mé&i bo qua.

Hom dé suyt bi Ha Lan Cham lam nhuc, quan o trén ngwoi toi da rach
nat khong chiu noi, chi nhd vao mot cai do choang che than.

To6i nhét y phuc 1én, van 1a mot bo quan 4o ngudi H6* sac so.

*Nguwoi Ho: Trung Quoc co dai goi nhitng dan toc & phuwong bac hoac
Tay Vuc
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Sau khi mdc chinh té, tiéu Diép ty tay chai dau cho t6i, téc ri xuong hai
vai, lai pht thém mot chiéc khan doi dau diém 1€, che mat hon nira khu6n
mat.

Tiéu Diép day t6i ra khoéi ham, dan t6i ngoai ctra.

Lan tredc hoang hot bé chay, t6i chwa kip nhin ré moi noi, lic nay tuy la
ban dém, lai c6 anh dén sang ruc, lodng thoang nhin lai, thay dugc mot
doanh trai ndo nhiét, phia xa xa cé ba dong Itta 16n, chung quanh la nha dat
don sg, bén canh cé rat nhiéu xe ngwa dang ditng chd, moi nguwdi hoi ha
qua lai.

Sac troi mo ho trang béch, mwa 14t phat bay, lanh 1€o thau xuwong. Coé 1é
da qua canh nam.

Moi ngudi xung quanh déu mdc y phuc quan ngoai, tham chi con c6 y
phuc ngudi Ho.

O ctta sau c6 hai ga dai han, cling tiéu Diép ap t6i 1én xe ngua, trén xe
treo rém budng that day, ngoi chd xuat phat. Chot nghe thay tiéng khoc thét
ctia mot phu nhan, cling c6 thanh am quat mang.

“Van cau dai gia tw bi, hai t&r ctia ta con chua dit sita, roi khoi me chi s¢
khong sdng noi, cau xin ngai tha ta vé, ta khau dau vaGi ngai...”.

“Pirng dai dong, nam nhan ctia ngwoi ban ngwoi cho ta 1y bac, ngwoi
lién dang hoang lam an cho ta, qua tAm nam muwdi nam, néi khong chirng ta
c6 thé tha nguoi trd lai, néu khéng lao tir danh chét ngwoi bay gio!”.

Chiéc xe phia trvdc, mdt thiéu phu con gat gao bau 14y cang xe khong
chiu rdi, bi dai han phia sau quat tdi tap, tiéng khéc vo cung thé lvong.

Tam toi phat lanh, bat gidc co vai, canh tay lai bi ngudi khac bat dugc.
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Phia sau la Ha Lan Cham, han ciing mac trang phuc nguwdi Ho, than sac
than nhién, lanh lung nhin.

“Trén xe nay déu la ky nit, hom nay chung ta Ién dwong di Ninh Séc, ban
bon chung cho quan doanh!”.

T6i ca kinh sg hai.

“Lén xe, dirng dé ta cling cam roi quat nguoi!”, han cudi ma lai nhw
khong cuoi tam toi 1én xe ngua.

Man xe vita budng xuéng, xe ngua lién khéi hanh.

T6i dya vao thanh xe, nghe dwoc tiéng vé ngua 16c coc, hang loat suy
nghi hién 1én, t6i chgt hiéu ra.

Bon ho ra vé la 1ai buon kinh doanh k¥ nit, cho t6i 1an vao bén trong dam
k¥ nit, han 1a mu6n vao thanh Ninh Séc.

Ai 6 thé ngo dugc, bon ho sau khi bat coc dwge Dy Chwong Vuong phi
lién nghénh ngang mang t&i tredc mat han?

Néu mubn mang t6i quan doanh, thuwong sé di theo sau doan lwong thao
quan dung. Vi dé dam béo lwong thao khong gap tré ngai gi, doc duong
déu c6 bo binh mang 1énh phu dwoc déc biét qua cira, khong can kiém tra.

Mang theo mét nit tit, con c6 cach nao an toan hon lan vao doi bu6n ban
ky ntr?

That la bién phap hay dung dip! Ha Lan Cham nay tinh tinh ky quai, tam
ké tham tram, qua la mot nhan vat dang so.

Chuyén nay di Ninh Soc, muc dich cta bon ho dwong nhién khong phai
la t6i, ma la Tieu Ky.
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Ha Lan Cham, han mu6n d6i phé véi Tiéu Ky nhu thé nao... Trong long
toi day 1én noi bat an.

Bat ké nhu thé nao, ngudi kia van la phu quan t6i.

Co6 1&, Ha Lan Cham khong phdi la doi thu cta han, sé that bai dudi tay
han, t6i cling dugc ctru.

Han la Dai twéng quan uy nghi thién ha, cling chi c6 minh han c6 thé citu
toi ra... TOi ric dau vao khuyu tay, om goéi cudi kho.

“Pang suy nghi gi?”.

Ha Lan Cham bong nhién dwa tay nang cam t6i 1én, giong noi c6 chuit
mém mai.

T6i nghiéng mat tranh di, khong mudn dé y dén han.

“Lan nay di Ninh Séc, gitp phu thé ngwoi doan tu, ngwoi khong vui
mung sao?”.

Ngén tay lanh nhw bang ctia han vu6t nhe doc theo mat t6i, khién t6i run
ray.

T6i khong noéi 16i nao, nham mat lai, mac cho han mu6n néi gi thi noi.
Han ciling tram mac, khong day dwa nita, chi lang lang nhin.

Dot nhién, xe ngwa ndy mot céi, toi nang né nga veé phia tredc, dung vao
thanh xe, khong khéi kéu dau mot tiéng.

Ha Lan Cham v0i vuon tay tGi do toi.

Toi lui vé phia sau, lanh lung né tranh han.
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Hai ban tay viron ra ca han dirng lai gitta khong trung, khée moi hé ra
nu cuoi kho.

T6i dya vao thanh xe, dé phong theo doi han.
“Ta dang ghét nhu thé sao?”, han cti dau, giéu cgt cuwdi mot tiéng.

“Luc dé, bon ho déu ghét ta, sg ta, mot khi c6 co hdi lién dudi theo danh
ta”. Trén mat han hién 1én nu cwdi ngan ngo, 1am bam néi, “Lan nao me
cling 6m ta, vira roi 1€ vira cho ta uong thuéc. Cé déi khi ta tinh nguyén dé
cho bon ho danh, bi thuwong, me sé 6m ta”.

To6i kinh ngac nhin han, khéng hiéu vi sao han dot nhién néi t6i chuyén
lic nho, lai nghe dwgc mui vi chua xot.

Han nguwéc mat nhin, anh mat mo mang, “Hom dé nguoi cho ta uéng
thudc... ta con twdng rang me da trd lai”.

Da mat t6i néng lén, cui dau, khong biét nén néi thé nao cho phai, “Lénh
ti* song tai Ninh Soc sao?”.

*Lénh tu: cach goi tén kinh d6i v&i me ctia ngwdi nghe.

Han tram mac.

Mot hoi lau lai thdy han lanh giong noi, “Me ta qua doi da 1au r6i”.
T0i sitng nguoi.

“Me nguoi goi nguoi la gi?”, han dot nhién hoi.

“A V1i”, toi bat giac thot 1én, lai 1ap tiec hoi han.

Han cwoi, I6ng may dai nhuéng 1én, vé budn ba noi day mat nhat thoi tré
nén diu dang.
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“A Vii...”, han cti dau goi toi, giong n6i mém nhe nhw nuwéc.
T6i khong dap, vui dau trén khuyu tay, nham mat vo ngu.
Than thé bong nhién dm ap, ngoai bao cua han choang trén vai toi.

“Ngu di, khong nén chiu lanh”, han ngtra dau dva vao thanh xe, lwoi
nhac du6i thang chan, nham mat nghi ngoi.

Tim t6i nhat thdi dap loan nhip, thuc sy khong phan biét ré dwgc vi thiéu
chu ngang ngugc dé titc gian, bién héa vo thwong kia va nam tit diu dang
tredc mat, rot cudc ai maéi la Ha Lan Cham thuc su.

Doc duwong di, chi c6 mot minh Ha Lan Cham doi dién véi t6i, cling binh
an vo su. Pai han rau quai non danh xe phia tredc, nhitng ngwoi khac theo
sau xe ngwa. Moi lan tgi tram nghi chan cho ngya an, tiéu Diép luon theo
t0i mot tdc khong roi.

Toi dé y khap noi, nhung ngay ca co hoi dé lai dau vét cau citu cling
khong c6 chit chwra n6i 1a chay trén.

Mat thdy tirng ngay tirng ngay di vé phwong bac, Ninh Séc gan lai, gan
lai.

Ninh Séc, toi ti'ng v6 so lan thay n6 trén ban do chién lugc.
Lai khong ngd, lic t6i chan chinh dat chan t6i day ciing 1a ldc chién
tranh.

Tran quan trong chon bién ai nay von khong tén la Ninh Soc.

Luc ay l1a Ninh Séc twéng quan Tiéu Ky tai day dai pha quan Bot Quyét,
mot tran chién thanh danh, két thdc chién tranh nhiéu nam noi bac ai, uy
danh bay khap S6c mac. Dan ching dia phwong vi nhé t6i cong lao da doi
tén thanh thanh Ninh Soc.
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Toa thanh nay da c6 rat nhiéu truyén ky dam mau dam Ié.

Doi quan hing manh cta Tiéu Ky cé bon mwoi van, déng ¢ Ninh Soc da
nhiéu nam, phong thu kién c6 khong thé pha duoc.

Ngay ca thiét ky ctia Dot Quyét ciing khong thé lam rung chuyén dwoc
ntta phan Ninh Séc, chi bang hon mwéi nguwdi cia Ha Lan Cham lai dam
x0ng thang vao hang ho.

Han rét cugc bay am muu hiém ac ra sao dé bao thu Tiéu Ky?

Cang tdi gan Ninh Soc, t6i cang thap thom bat an, khong dam suy nghi.
Néu nhu t6i t¢i Ninh Séc r6i, twong lai dang cho doi sé la diéu gi?

Tiéu Ky, ching toi sé gdap nhau trong hoan canh nao?
Han sé tng phé véi sy tra thu cia may ngwdi toc Ha Lan ra sao?
Cling sé doi dai t6i nhu thé nao?

bém xudng, swong mu tran ngap dwong nui, xe ngwa lai mang nang,
duwong gap ghénh khoé di, mot doan ngwdi chi danh phai nghi chan tai dich
quan.

Qua tram dich nay, di mot dwong dai nita sé dén Ninh Soc.

Vira xudng xe ngua, tiéu Diép da ap téi toi vao trong phong, mot khac
cling khong roi mat.

May ngay qua tdi ngoan ngoan tram mac, khong phan khang nita, thi
thodng con noi chuyén vdi dam nguoi cia Ha Lan Cham.

Moi khi t6i than nhién néi cwoi, Ha Lan Cham déu dé 16 sy vui vé hiém
thay, khién dam thudc ha cling vui mirng vai phan.
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Chi c6 dich y cua tiéu Diép véi t6i la cang manh mé, moi khi c6 co hoi
déu budng nhitng 10i doc ac.

Néu nhu t6i khong doan sai thi ¢6 ta tham yéu Ha Lan Cham.

Bén ngoai dwa thirc an t¢i, hom nay la chao he thit bam, to6i vira di tdi
bén ban bung bat chao 1én thi bi tiéu Diép danh roi.

Co0 ta ném tdi hai chiéc banh bao lanh, “Nguwoi ma cling xitng an chao
thit? Nguoi chi dugc an banh bao thoi!”.

Béanh bao dap vao ngudi t6i, quay tron lan xudng dudi ban.
T6i cham radi ngwdc mat nhin co ta.
“Tién nhan! Nhin cai gi ma nhin? Con nhin nita ta khoét mat nguoi!”.

“Pugc, nguoi téi khoét di!”, toi cuwdi nhat, “Tot nhat 1a mang t6i cho Ha
Lan Cham xem, xem thiéu chu ctia nguoi thwdng nguwoi cai gi?”.

Co ta dirng bat day, mat do tia tai, titc gian khong kiém ché duoc, “Tién
nhan khong biét xdu ho, chét dén noi con vong twdng quyén ri thiéu cha!”.

“That khong? Pang tiéc ngwoi con chwa tan mat thay rot cudc la nguoi

»
!

nao vong twédng ngudi nao!”, to6i cham rai lwét mat qua co ta.
Tiéu Diép titc gian, khuén mat do btrng nhw mudén nhé ra mau.

“Khong biét xau ho, ngwoi khong biét xau ho...”, co ta tic gian téi run
ray, “Khong qua ba ngay, ta sé xem nguoi chét thé nao!”.

Ba ngay! P4y long t6i run 1én, chang 1€ bon ho muén hanh déng nhanh
nhu vay?
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“Chi e Ha Lan Cham da thay doi chu y”, t6i khé cwdi, nhwdng mi ndi,
“Nguoi khong ngai thi ¢t di héi han xem han c6 chiu giét ta hay khong”.

Co ta cwoi ha ha, mdt miii gan nhu méo mé, “Chi bang nguoi cling pha
héng dwgc dai sy bao thu cuia thiéu chu? Tiéu Ky huy nuwdce ta, cung thiéu
chu khong doi troi chung! B6i cau nam nit cac nguwoi déu phdi dén mang
cho toc nhan Ha Lan!”.

Mat t6i bién sac, quay lwng lai, van khong kiém ché dugce s lanh 1éo
trong long.

Tiéng cuwoi cua tiéu Diép sac lanh, tran day khodi cam tra thu dwgc.
Xem ra ba ngay sau, mot khi da vao thanh, bon ho sé dong thu.

Ngon den trén ban chap chon, cach d6 khong xa la chiéc givong hep va
chan bong.

DPay la co hdi cudi cung roi, tdi khong con thoi gian chd dgi nita, chi co
thé liéu minh danh cwgc mot lan.

Toi yén lang khom lwng, nhat hai chiéc banh bao dwéi dat lén.
Tiéu Diép htr lanh, “Tién nhan, c6 khi phach thi dirng an”.

Toi khong dé y tdi c6 ta, dwa banh bao t6i gan sat ngon dén, can than lau
di bui dat.

“Pang ti€c, banh bao that tot!”, téi quay dau cudi vdi co ta mot tiéng,
chgt cam ngon den 1én, dung ditc ném thang vé phia géc twong.

Ngon deén roi trén chiéc chan bong, dau bén trong tran ra, cai chan am am
bdc chay.

Tiéu Diép thét chéi tai, nhao t&i voi va dap chiéc chan bong dang chay.
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Khi hau phwrong bac kho réao, sgi bong gap ltta chay, ha c6 thé dé dang
dap tat? Cir dap, quan 4o trén nguoi co ta cling bi Itva liém, chay ca vat 4o.
Tiéu Diép cudng quyt ném bo chiéc chan bong, ngon Itta bay tan loan, bat
vao cai ban. Lira nhat thoi bung 1én manh mé.

Thira dip c6 ta con dang ngd ngang trudc bién Itra, toéi nhanh chan chay
ra ngoai.

Pam nguoi Ha Lan Cham & swong phong bén trai, t6i lién liéu linh chay
nhanh theo hanh lang bén phai.

Co nguoi kéu to, “bi lay thém nudc!”.
Trong nhay mat, bén trong dich tram 6n ao tiéng nguwdi, dai loan.
C6 nguoi chay qua toi, con cO nguoi voi va xach nuwdc tgi ciu hoa.

To6i thap dau, thtra dip toc roi boi, chan chay nhw dién.

https://thuviensach.vn



NGHIEP PE VUONG
Mi Ngit Gia

www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 8: Chju Chét

edit & beta: Han Phong Tuyét

Pai mén cua dich tram da & phia trudc, gio khac nay nhiéu ngwdi hon
tap, khong phan biét dwogc ai 1a dich 1a ban, t6i khong dam tuy tién cau cttu.

Mat thdy bong dém bén ngoai tham tram, swong mu tran ngap, lai khong
thé do du tim dwdong song, toi can rang nhac chan chay nhanh ra ngoai ctra.

Trong goc twong bong xudt hién maét than anh, tredc mat toi lai, mot than
hinh khoi ngd bao phu lay t6i trong am wu.

Toi hodng s¢ ngang dau, lai bi nguwdi do 1ay tay bit miéng, kéo vao mot
goc vang dwdi mai hién.

“Vuwong phi nhat dinh khong dugc hanh dong thiéu suy nghi, thudc ha
phung lénh Dy Chuong Vwong tdi day tiép ¢ng, can phai bao vé Vuong
phi chu toan”.

T6i chan dong, md to mat khong dam tin twéng.
Han noi gi? Dy Chuong Vuong, han nhac t¢i Dy Chuong Vuong!

Trong bong t6i khong nhin thay rd gwong mdt ciia nguwoi nay, chi cam
thady khau am dam chat vung quan ngoai nay duong nhu téi da nghe ¢ dau
do.

Khéng doi tdi phuc hoi lai tinh than, han tir kia da khiéng toi tré veé.
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To6i ndm trén vai han, khong thé dong day, trong long van hon loan, vo
van y niém xuat hién trong tri 6c, v6 cung réi ram.

Vira budc vao trong san han da 16n tiéng ho: “K¥ nit nha ai bé chay, dich
than lao tr bat lai dwoc roi!”.

“Mu ndi n6, con ky nay khong biét tot xau!”, thanh am cta dai han rau
quai n6n vang lén, “Pa ta huynh dé ho trg bat nang lai, bang khong lai mat
di s6 bac 16n”.

Cam thay hoa mat, t6i bi ném cho héan t¥ rau quai nén.

Han van tay toi vé phia sau khién vai t6i dau thau xwong, nhwng trong
long lai bu6n vui lan 16n.

Toi té vé tuyét vong gidy dua, thira co Ivu y danh gia han tr viva mai bat
minh lai.

Chi nghe han ti* mac 4o xam nay cwdi lanh, “Néi rat hay, néi rat hay, cé
diéu mot nguwdi song s so nhu vay khong thé cho khong nguoi dugce”.

Pai han rau quai nén cuoi theo, 1ay ra it bac vun trong 6ng tay 4o, “Mot
chit tdm y, dé dai ca mua rugu udng. Ta lan dau ra ngoai mua ban, sau nay
trén dwong kinh xin dai ca chiéu c6”.

Han ti* 40 xam nhan ldy bac, nhin xudng dat chiti thé mét cau, néi, “Con
quy nho nay trong that kh4, nhat dinh c6 thé ban duwgc nhiéu tién”.

Han vira néi vira gio tay nam ldy cam toi.
Canh tay dai han rdu quai nén cang thang, mat khong doi sac ngan t6i &

phia sau, vui vé cudi néi, “Khong gidu gi dai ca, nang la mot ké dién, cé
thé ban di da la khong té, thy'c khong dam trong cdy sé ban duwgc bao nhiéu
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tién. Lic nao huynh dé ching t6i ban xong nhat dinh sé mai dai ca uéng
mot bita ra tro!”.

Han t* ao xam cuoi ha ha, trede khi di con cii ngwoi nhin to6i mot cai, bo
dang thém thuong, “Dung mao thuc xinh dep, dang tiéc lai la mot ké
dién... Lao ca nh¢ trong chirng can than, hai ngay nita da c6 thé ban di roi,
ding dé cho bac chwa tGi tay da mat!”.

Pai han rdu quai nén vira cudi vira 16i t6i ve.

Hai tay t6i bi tréi sau luwng, dau thau gan cot, hoi twdng lai 10i ndi tredc
khi di cta dai han kia... trong long kich dong khac thuong.

Han néi, hai ngay nita c6 thé ban di, y t rat tham sau.

Néu han thue sy la ngwdoi Tiéu Ky phai tdi, nhw vay, Tiéu Ky at da biét
ké hoach ctia Ha Lan Cham la ba ngay sau dong thui, ma ngudi cta Tiéu Ky
da lang lang 1én vao, tuy co tiép ng, trong vong hai ngay sé danh don phu
dau trudc.

bay chinh la Tieu Ky, phu quan cuta toi.

Toi yén lang nam chat tay, long ban tay day mo hoi, trong long kich dong
phan chan, khéng biét r6 la vui mirng, chua x6t hay la mong moi!

Han, rot cudc cling tdi citu toi.

Sém da biét minh bi viit bo, bitc vao duwong cung, khong con hy vong
vao ai nita... Pang ltic ¢ noi tuyét vong nhat lai dot nhién thay dugc anh
sang 1ong lay nhat, xua tan man dém den dac tridc mat. Khong, ngwdi ma
toi tirng trong cay nhat kia... da xudt hién lic can nhat.

Toi can moi, lai khong kim dwgc ma mim cwoi.
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Thanh am ctia han ti* 40 xam kia khong ngirng vong vé, t6i dau kho suy
tw, mot luéng sang chgt 16e 1én trong tam tri.

La han, t6i da nhin thdy ngudi nay.

Hom dé lic 1én xe dé xuat phat c6 thdy mot dai han quat mot phu nhan
khdc nttc ng, hom nay nghi lai, chinh la nguoi nay.

T6i chgt hiéu ra, suyt nita bat 1én tiéng kinh ho.

Chang lé ké ttr khi toi bj bat t&i dong co, Tiéu Ky da biét hanh tung ctia
bon chung?

Khi bon chiing tram phuwong ngan ké tim cach 1an vao trong doi ngti budén
k¥ nit cho quan doanh, Tiéu Ky da lang 1€ bo tri t6t moi chuyén, chd bon
chang sa luwagi?

Trong 1ong chgt bi niu chdt, giéng nhw vira dwgc ném 1én may lai voi roi
xuong day coc.

Vi sao? Tiéu Ky rét cudc mudn lam gi?
Han co6 biét t6i 1am vao hiém canh, sém chiéu lo lang hai hung?
Han c6 ti'ng quy trong an nguy cua t6i?

Hai go ma vira méi nong 1én vi vui swéng dan dan lanh bang lai, toan
than cling bat dau rét run.

Ltra I6n da bi dap tat, trén hanh lang la mot dong hon don bi khoi Itra
hun.

Han t* rau quai non day t6i vao trong phong Ha Lan Cham.
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Moi ngudi déu dang ¢ do, xudi tay ditng nghiém, khong c6 1ay bat ky
mot tiéng dong nao.

Ha Lan Cham ng6i thang trén ghé, bach y tiéu diéu, mat khong co biéu
tinh gi.

Tiéu Diép quy trén mat dat, mat mii nhan nho, van cé dau vét khoi Ira.

Ha Lan Cham chap tay di t6i gan, lai khong nhin t6i, con ngwoi cham rai
quét qua co ta, “Tiéu Diép, nang trén thé nao?”.

CoO ta manh mé ngang dau, nhin thay t6i, doi mat nht mudén nho ra mau.

“La no ty so suat dé nang phong hoa dot phong, thira Idc loan chay tron”,
tiéu Diép can moi, than thé co rum lai.

Ha Lan Cham li€éc mat nhin t6i, khong gian ma lai con cuwoi, “Kha lam,
mot nit ti¥ can treong, rat tot, that tot”.

T6i ngao nghé nhin thang han, trong long cuc ky tran dinh khac thuwong
ngay, khong chut sg hai.

Han liéc tiéu Diép, “Nhat thoi so sudt, thiéu chit nita pha hong dai sw
cua ta”.

Than thé tiéu Diép khé run, nang né dap dau, “N6 ty biét t6i, xin chiu sy
trach phat cua thiéu cha”.

Sac mat han phat lanh, “Phé vat, phat nguoi c6 ich gi?”.

Tiéu Diép rung rung nghen ngao, lai quat cwong can méi, khong chiu
khoc ra tiéng.

Ha Lan Cham quay lung lai, khong nhin nang thém lan nao nita, ho hitng
néi, “Khong mang dugc trong trach thi khong c6 ran de. Tac Do, phé bé tay
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phadi cta nang!”.

Sac mat tiéu Diép xam ngat lai, hai mat trgn to, trong rong nhin han, than
thé cing do.

Han tr rdu quai non tién 1én phia trudc, van dong tay phdi, khép xwong
phat ra tiéng kéu rang rac dang so.

“Khong nén phé tay n6 ty! N6 ty con mudn hau ha thiéu cht, khong nén
phé tay no ty...”, tiéu Diép giong nhu birng tinh sau con 4c mong, nhao tdi
phia tredc bat duwoc vat do cua Ha Lan Cham, dap dau cau khan, tiéng kéu
rat vang.

Pai han kia kéo tdc cb ta lai, hai tay gitt chat 1y canh tay phdi cta co ta,
chuan bi bé gay.

“Dung tay!”, toi keu len.
Ha Lan Cham ngoanbh lai, lanh lung nhin toi.

“Viéc ta chay tron khong lién quan dén nguwoi khac, cho du nguoi tw
minh tréng chirng ta cling sé chay tron dwgc”, t6i nhudng may noéi, “Ha Lan
Cham, chang 1€ nguoi chi biét gian ché danh meéo vo t0i, lang nguc nit t
yéu duoi u?”.

Anh mét ctia hdn nhw bang, nhin mot héi 1au béng nhién mo hd cudi mot
tiéng, nhw gié xuan thoi qua nwéc ho trong xanh, “Dugc, ta sé tiy minh
trong chung nguoi”.

Sac troi da sang, ngwoi ngua lap tic 1én dwong, chay thang tdi Ninh Soc.

Ha Lan Cham van ng6i chung xe vdi t6i, su6t dwong chi nham mat
duwdng than, thinh thodng gia vo ngu say, thinh thodng lai nhw dang suy
nghi.
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Lan nay t6i r6t cudc cling bi tréi chadt hai tay, miéng nhét vai.

Buwéc vao ranh gidi Ninh Séc, Ha Lan Cham cang can than hon, c6 thé
thdy duwgc han cling c6 vai phan kiéng ky Tiéu Ky.

Nghi dén nguoi cua Tiéu Ky dang & canh, mac du khéng biét han c6 muc
dich gi, t6i van khong kim duwgc ma vui mirng.

Noi thap thém hoi 1au trong long duong nhw vira dugce giai thoat.
Toi khong con mot minh ¢6 don nita.

Cho du than bi kim ham gitta bay soéi cting da nhin thay anh ltta mo ho
phia xa xa.

Tiéu Ky, Tiéu Ky céi tén nay khong lic nao khong luan quan trong long
toi.

Banh xe lan vong, Ninh Séc cang ltic cang gan, t6i lai c6 mot chiat mong
ngong.

Phu quan cta t6i r6t cudc la ngwdi nhw thé nao?
Néu nhu ching téi gdp nhau & day, han sé nhu thé nao, toi sé ra sao?

Ban than van con trong nguy hiém, vay ma long t6i lai toan nhitng suy
nghi lung tung.

Luc gitra trwa, xe ngwra chay cham dan lai, phia ngoai c6 tiéng nguwa hi,
mo ho nhu cé tiéng nao nhiét.

Cach man xe, toi khong thay gi cd, khé phan biét dwgc thanh am huyén
nao bén ngoai.
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Toi nghiéng than, nhin qua khe hé bi gi6 thoi, lang tai nghe, lai cham rai
hit that sau, cho du 1a & noi kho rdo rét lanh nay cho t6i nghe thdy mot hoi
thd quen thudc ciling dugc.

Noi nay chinh la Ninh Séc sao... Ninh Séc, ché ¢ cia nguwdi do... Mot y
nghi ndy sinh trong dau, t6i gidt minh, gwong mat khé néng 1én.

Sau khi xe ngwa nghi lai trong thanh lién mot dwong di nhanh, mot hoi
lau mai dirng lai.

Co nguwoi go hai cai vao manh ctta, Ha Lan Cham gat dau, go 1én vach
twong to y minh an toan vo ngai.

To6i bi han day xuong xe, chi kip voi va thoang nhin da bi chup mii trum
dau, triréc mat lai toi tam mu mit.

Trong lic thoang li€c mat, toi twra hd da nhin thay doanh trai.
Chan buwéc qua mot canh ctra nang, queo trai, ré phai, cudi cung dirng lai.

Mii trum dau bi giat xuéng, treéc mat la mét gian phong sang sta sach
s€, bén ngoai c6 mot tiéu vién twong trang ngdi xanh.

T6i cam thdy kinh ngac, quay dau nhin quanh, khong thay than dnh Ha
Lan Cham, chi c6 tiéu Diép lanh lung ditng triéc mat.

Ca mot ngay, tiéu Diép mét tac cling khong rai toi, ngoai ctta c6 ho vé
ding gac, Ha Lan Cham bién mat nhw thwong.

Hét thay déu tinh lang nhw nwdc ma lai khéng nhin thdy mach nuwéc
ngam dang am tham so6i trao dwdi mat nudc.

Vé dém, t6i van mdc nguyén y phuc di ngg, tiéu Diép dua ctta ditng
trong.
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Anh tring bién gidi chifu vao qua ctra s6, roi trén mét dt trong tréo lanh
lung nhuv swong.

Thinh thoang cham mat phai tiéu Diép, do6i mat kia van lanh nhw bang,
chi la dich y da giam.

“Nguoi khong mét sao?”, t6i tran troc khong chgp mat dugc, dinh ngoi
day, “Khong bang tro chuyén mat 1at?”.

Co ta 1o t6i di.
Toi thd dai, trong long khong khoi budn burc.

“Ta ng ngwoi mat an tinh, néu nguwoi cé tdm nguyén gi trede khi chét thi
néi véi ta”, co ta lanh lung mé miéng, lai khong quay dau nhin toi.

To6i giat minh, buon cwdi ma cuwdi khong noi, nhat thoi khong nghi ra c6
tam nguyén gi.

Trwdc mat xet qua than anh ca ca, cha me, T®® Pam... Néu thuc s hién
tai chét di thi chi c6 bon ho dau long.

T6i 6m goi lac dau, khé cudi kho.

“Nguoi khong c6 tam nguyén?”, tiéu Diép kinh ngac giwvong mat nhin
tOi.

Bong nhién t6i cam thay thuc hoang dwong, thye buon cudi. DBa song
muoi tim nam trén doi, kim dudng ngoc ma, gam voc lua la, nhung lai
hoan toan khong co6 s@ nguyén, khong c6 tam nguyén gi vueéng ban.

Cho du mot ngay toi bién mat trén thé gian, cha me, ca ca, T& Pam... ho
duwong nhién sé cam thay bi thwong, nhwng khi bi thwong qua di, ho sé tiép
tuc song sot, binh tinh séng tiép quang doi vinh hoa con lai, khdng c6 gi
thay doi.

https://thuviensach.vn



D6 la thoi gian vang ngoc ma t6i van luon lay lam kiéu ngao sao?
“Tham kién thiéu cha!”, chgt nghe thiy tiéng dong ngoai ctra.

T6i cudng quyt sita lai y phuc, ngoi day, kéo chan qua dap 1én nguoi.
Trudc mat chgt ric sdng, cira md ra, Ha Lan Cham chap tay ding do.

Phia sau la anh trang nhan nhat, anh Ién bach y trang tuyét ctia han, cang
thdy tiéu diéu.

“Thiéu chu!”, tiéu Diép quy goi hanh 1é, lai chan ngang trudc civa khong
chtra 16i di.

“Lui ra!”. D6i mat han an sau trong béng t0i, twa nhw bong dang, lai nhw
ma quy, khong thé phan biét.

Than thé tiéu Diép run lén, cdi dau rung giong noi, “N6 ty ca gan khan
cau thiéu chu l1ay dai nghiép bao thu lam trong, khong thé mé nit sac!”.

Ha Lan Cham cui dau nhin c6 ta, “Nguwoi noi gi?”.

“NO ty chét khong c6 gi dang ti€c, cau xin thiéu chu né tinh no ty hang
ngay phung dudng ngai dé cho no ty duwgc néi xong!”
ngang dau lén, reng reng néi, “Ching ta vi bao thu da doi thoi gian lau nhw

vay, da chét nhiéu ngwoi nhw vay, thanh bai chi & hanh dong ngay mai!

, tiéu Diép quat cwong

Thiéu cht, mén ng mau ctia Ha Lan tdc chang 1& ngwdi da quén roéi sao?”.

Ha Lan Cham yén lang, anh trang chiéu lén gwong mat han, trang béch
khién nguoi ta sg hai.

“Ta chwa quén, cting khong dam quén”, han khé m& miéng.

L&i con chwa dit, lai thdy han budc vao trong phong, chgt nhac tay danh
tiéu Diép bay ra xa.
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Tiéu Diép bay thang dén gbéc twong, phun ra mot ngum madu, ué odi ngoi
trén mat dat.

Kinh hai, t6i nhdy xudng giwvong, khong kip stra lai y phuc, cuéng quyt
do lay tiéu Diép.

Mau twoi chdy xuéng tir khée moi, gwong mat c6 ta nhw gidy vang, run
ray khong néi nén 10i.

“Ha Lan Cham!”, t6i kinh hai, khong thé twdng twong duwgc nguwdi mac
bach y than khong nhiém bui nay lai coi thuwong tinh mang ngwai khac nhw
vay.

Han lanh lung nhin, hwéng ra ngoai goi, “Ngwoi dau, mang tién ty nay
xuong!”.

Ho vé bén ngoai lap titc kéo tiéu Diép ra, tredc khi di, nang hoi mé mat,
buon ba cwdi mot tiéng vdi toi.

Ha Lan Cham tién 1én phia trwéc, dung canh tay vira da thuong tiéu Diép
xo0a khu6n mat toi.

T6i khong thé lui, m& miéng, lai khong phat ra dwgc thanh am nao.

“Giét ngwoi thye ra rat don gian”, han nhin to6i, cwdi cuwdi, vet dam téc roi
bdi cua t6i ra, “Giét bao nhiéu ngudi ta cling khong dé y, nhung nghi dén
giét ngwoi... Ta rat khong vui”.

Do6i con nguoi téi tam cta Ha Lan Cham khé chép dwdi anh trang, phat
ra tia sang ky di, t6i nhin thdy noéi bi ai noi day mat han.

“Tai sao lai la ngwoi?”, han tién t6i gan t6i, moi lic mot gan hon.
“Ong troi ctt dé cho ta gip duoc cai gi tot dep thi sé pha hiiy n6 ngay

tredc mat ta. Cang thich lai cang khong chiém duwgc. Bon ho néi khong sai,
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ta tir nho da khong may, la ké bi nguyén raa, hét thay nhitng th ta yéu quy
déu bi huy diét ngay tredc mat!”.

Anh mét hin thé luwong khién t6i khong c6 chd tranh.

“Nhin ta!”, han dung sttc gitt chat 1y cam t6i, ngdy ngdc nhin, “A Vi, A
Vi, nguoi thyce sy ghét cay ghét dang ta nhw vay sao?”.

Toi c6 ghét cay ghét dang han sao?

Ltc ac doc thi giéu cgt, khi hi nd vo thuong thi lang nhuc, hanh ha t6i,
toi ghét cay ghét dang sao?

Khi anh mat bu6n ba, phan nd xic dong néi tgi toc nhan, tham chi trong
xe con khoac 4o cho toi, toi ghét cay ghét dang u?

Anh mit cia hdn ngo ngan dong trén mit toi.

“Trwr 1ao Dién, chi c6 mot minh nguwoi thady qua bo dang khi phat bénh
cta ta... C6 phai ta rat vo dung hay khong?”, han cuwdi kho, “Nhiéu nam
qua, chwa c6 ai doi dai ta nhw vay... Sau khi me ta qua doi, chwa 6 ai cho
ta uéng thuoc...”.

Gio khac nay, han giong nhv mot diva tré bo vo khéng noi nwong tua,
hoan toan khong c6 vé tan nhan thuwong ngay.

“Tay ctia ngwoi rat am ap... Mot chit am 4p nhu vay, lai khong n& dé
nguoi di, hom dé khong nd, hdm nay cling khong nd”, han nam 1ay ba vai
t0i, tir t, ti* t Om t6i vao long.

Anh mét caa hin tia hd ¢6 sitc manh di thudng dau doc toi.
To6i thoat ra vong 6m cta han, nhung khong quat 16n, chi lang lang nhin.

Han budng tay ra, cling 6n hoa nhin toi.
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“Ha Lan Cham”, t6i nhin sau vao day mat han, Ian dau tién nhe giong goi
tén han, “Tai sao nhat dinh phai giét ch6c? Tai sao nhat dinh phai bao
thu?”.

Hoi nwéc nhan nhat noi day mat kia dan dam Ién.

“Ta ké m6t cau chuyén cho nguoi nghe”, han ngudc 1én, nu cwdi nhan
nhat, kéo t6i ngbi xuéng giwong.

“Nuwdc Ha Lan tirng c6 mot vi cong chua xinh dep, cao quy khién nguai
ta liéc mat déu khinh nhon”.

Han dwa mat nhin, “Nguwoi rat giong nang”.

“Ha Lan Vuong ga nang cho diing si cao quy nhat trong tdc, ngay nang
thanh than, Dot Quyét Vuong dén xem lé thay nang xinh dep lién cuép
nang di ngay trong hon 1é. Ha Lan Vuong e sg dac t6i véi Dot Quyét,
khong dam choc gian veong ti, cha me huynh dé chi danh givong mat nhin
nang chiu nhuc. Nang chi la ni* ti hén yéu, khéng c6 diing khi phan khang.
Sau khi bi Dot Quyét Vuong cudng hiép, nang sinh ra mét doi nam nit”.

Ha Lan Cham tia nhuw dang ké vé cau chuyén rat xa xwa, giong ndi ém
tai, khée moi veong nu cuoi.

“Nang va hai dita con bi cho la sy si nhuc cia Vuong toc, Ha Lan Vuong
tir d6 khong chiu thira nhan than phan cia nang, truc xuit ba me con nang
ra khoi cung. Chi c6 thi vé tredng trong cung van di theo nang, gitp nang
nuoi lén dwa con gai, day vo cho con trai”.

Toi nhin gwong mat thanh ti ctia Ha Lan Cham, trong long khong chiu
noi, mo ho cam thay thwong xot.

“Con nang dan dan 16n 1én, ba me con s6ng nuwong tira vao nhau, tréi qua
nhitng ngay thang gian kho uat nhuc. Luc nay Dot Quyét Vuong bat chgt
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phai ngudi téi, kién quyét dem con trai nang di”.
Toi thot 1én, “Tai sao lic treéc han khong chiu thira nhan diva con nay?”.

Han cwdi lanh, “Dot Quyét Vwong nhiéu nam khong c6 con, dot nhién
nh¢ t6i mot dém phong lvu nam do, han c6 hai dita con roi @ Ha Lan”.

T6i tram mac.

“Khong lau sau khi dita bé kia bi mang dén Dot Quyét, Trung Nguyén va
Dot Quyét khai chién, Ha Lan bi kep gitta hai nwéc, chiu du tai hoa chién
tranh, dan chiing s6m 1am vao canh lam than. Pita bé kia & Dot Quyét biét
rd than nhan dang chiu kho lai khong thé lam gi”.

Han ngtra co, rot cudc khong ngan duwgce nwdc mat roi xuoéng.

“Trwdc lac thanh Ha Lan bi pha, Dot Quyét da khong theé tu lo, tan tac
ngan dam. Pita bé kia dau kho cau khan, B4t Quyét Vwong mai dong y cho
han mdt doi thi vé di citu me”, thanh am cda han d6t nhién chua chat, dong
tlr co rat lai.

Toi nghiéng mat qua, khong danh long nghe doan khong muon nhat.

“Han t6i cham, t¢i cham md&t ngay... Bén trong thanh Ha Lan x4c chét
nhw nui, mau chdy thanh song. Vwong toc trén dugi hon ba tram nguoi,
toan bd déu bi xwr t&r, phu nit tré con ciing khong chira. Von 1a, han da co tia
hy vong cu6i cung, hy vong rang mau than da bi truc xuat khoi Vwong toc,
khong bi xtr tir. Nhwng khi han chay téi nha ctia mau than trong thon trang,
ca thon trang déu da hoa thanh bién lira. Sau tran dai hoéa, han tim dwgc hai
thi thé ndm den trong dong do nat, mau than 6m chat 1y muoi mudi, hai
nguoi chét tham!”.

Long t6i that lai, phang phat nhu cling nhin dwgc mot canh twgng dang
sg nhu thé, nhin thiy thiéu nién kia tuyét vong, dién cuéng kéu khoc trong
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dong phé tich.
Ha Lan Cham van ngtta dau, ngudi cing nhw da.

Han rat nhanh nam 1y tay t6i, ngén tay lanh nhw bang, khong cé chit am
ap nao.

“Nhirng gi ta yéu quy déu da hoa thanh tro tan noi dé. Tt dé khong co
nuwéc, khong co toc, khong cé nha. Ta trd thanh mot co6 hon khéng cé chon
di. Tac Do, thi vé trudng ctia mau than tim dwgc ta, mang theo mot dam
cung nhan may man chay thoat, ting ho ta lam thiéu cha, thé chét vi Ha Lan
bao thu!”, trong mat han thoang thay nét dién cuong yéu di, “Budn cuoi, tai
sao ta lai muon bao thu cho Ha Lan tdc, mgt da chiing bi Dot Quyét viit bo
cling coi la thiéu chu? C6 diéu, khong quan trong, tat cd déu khong quan
trong! Da ching cling dugc, thiéu chu cling dugc, chi can cé thé bao thu
cho mau than va mudi mudi, cai gi ta ciing chiu lam! Ngwoi hai chét ho
nhat dinh phai chiu dau dén gdp tram lan!”.

Sac mat han tai nhgt, song doi mat lai do birng, day vé dit ton.

T6i khong phén bac dugce, nwdc mat lai dang 1én trong héc mat.

MGt ngwdi nhu thé, trén lwng mang theo n6i dau dén, dau khé mudn tim
chit am 4p ma khong duoc; day coi long déu la thu han, phdi bo vo, bat
lwe..

Nhung, han cia han, thu cta han, lai hwéng vé phu quan toi.

Ma t6i tré thanh con co gitp han béo thu.
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Moi nguoi déu c6 thir ma minh quy trong nhat.
Gio khac nay, tdi dot nhién nhd tdi cau noi dy cia cb co.

Bat ké 1a nguoi tot hay xau déu luon hét muc bao vé thit ma minh quy
trong nhat, mot khi bi ngwdi khac xam pham at sé huy dong hét moi lyc
lwgng, khong tiéc tinh mang dé doi lai cong bang. Néu nhw doi lai 1a t6i,
mat thdy than nhan chiu thdm canh nhw vay, nhat dinh sé dung hét quang
doi con lai dé bao thu.

Khong riéng gi Ha Lan Cham, bach tinh chiu da hiém hoa chién tranh c6
ai khong c6 mau than, ty mudi, huynh dé...? Trong long thiéu nién bo vo
phan nd kia, mau than va mudi mudi c6 1€ la nhitng gi t6t dep nhat trong
cudc doi han.

“Nguoi hiéu sao? Nguoi tirng han chang?”, anh mat han u lanh nhin gan
Vvao toi.

Han, chi* nay lam t6i ngo ngan mot lac lau.

“Ta chwa tirng han ai”, td6i ngwéc mat, buén ba cudi mét tieng, “Mac du
tirng bi vzt bo, nhung ngwaoi kia lai 1a phu quan caa ta, ta khong thé han”.

Han yén lang, anh mat thdm tram tya nhw c6 chut thwong hai.
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“Ha Lan Cham, néu mét ngay kia nguoi c6 thé thong linh dai quan nam
chinh Trung Nguyén...”, t6i nhin thang vao hai mat han, “Nguwoi sé b6 qua
cho phu nt¥, tré em va nguoi gia Trung Nguyén ching ta sao?”.

Han nghiéng dau khong dap.

T6i binh than nhin han, “Hém nay ngwoi hai ta, khong phai la ton thuwong
nguoi vo toi u? Cha me ta, ca ca ta cling sé dau kho thwong tam. Nhitng
viéc lam nay ctia nguwoi c6 khac Tiéu Ky chang? Han con la vi nwéc ma
chinh chién, nguoi lai chi vi an oan ca nhan. Ha Lan Cham, néu nhw nguoi
khong c6 lam sai, vay Tiéu Ky ngay dy c6 sai lam gi?”.

“Cam mom!”, han noi gian, gio tay xudt chiéu, nhung mot chwdng kia lai
lwét qua mat toéi, danh vao ban tra bén canbh.

Ban tra bang go duong vo vun.

“Tién nhan, day miéng ngwoi déu la 10i ngon tiéng ngot, suy cho cung
chi vi muén g& t6i cho Tiéu Ky!”. Hai mat Ha Lan Cham d6 ngau, chgt ndi
con gian khong kiém ché dugc, sat y dai thinh, “Mot d6i cau nam nit, con
dam néi minh vo tdi! S€é c6 mot ngay ta giét sach cau tic Nam Man, san
bang giang son Trung Nguyén!”.

Giét sach cdu tdc Nam Man, san bang giang son Trung Nguyén.
L&i cia han dam vao trong tai, lanh thau day long.

T6i bi han bitc dén gdc twong, can chdt moi, ngang dau nhin han.
Nhin guwong mdt nhan nho tredc mat kia, t6i dot nhién tinh ngd.

Tham thu dai han cda hai tdc sé kéo dai qua nhiéu thé hé, giét choc
khong ngung.
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Trén chién truong, chi cé thang lam vua thua lam giac, khong c6 ai ding
ai sai.

Ta khong tan sat nguoi, nguoi sé tan sat ta.

Twéng quan mau nhudm chién treong mai céd thé doi 1ay thai binh cho
hang van hang ngan ngudi dan. Hom nay mot minh t6i roi vao trong tay Ha
Lan Cham, nhung néu khong c6 Dy Chrong Vwong mudi nam chinh
chién, bao vé nuwéc nha, chi sg vo so phu nit va tré em Trung Nguyén da bi
nguoi ngoai toc lang nhuc.

Toi rot cudc cling da hiéu dugc, bat dau nghiém tdc kinh né.

“Ha Lan Cham, ngwoi sé hoi han”, t6i ngao nghé mim cwoi, “Nguaoi chac
chan sé hoi han vi doi dich véi Tiéu Ky”.

Pong tit Ha Lan Cham bong co rt lai, han bop chat c6 toi.

“Ngay ca nit nhan cua minh ciing khong gitt dwoc, con goi la anh
hung?”, Ha Lan Cham dién cuong cwdi vang, “Tiéu Ky cling chi l1a do té*
ma thoi!”.

*Po6 té: nguwoi lam nghé sat sinh (vi vdi ké giét hai nhan dan)

Dud6i su kiém ché cda han, t6i gidy dua mé miéng, “Han nhat dinh sé téi
ciu tal!”.

Luc & ban tay Ha Lan Cham gia tang, nhw kim sat bop chat c6 hong toi.

Nhin t6i dau d6n nham mat lai, han cdi nguwdi cwdi lanh bén tai toi, “That
khong? Vay ngwoi mé mat nhin k¥ di!”.

Trong luc hit thé khong thong, tredc mat t6i dan dan bién thanh mau den,
than tri u mé... Dot nhién tredc ngue chot lanh, noi c6 hong khong con bi
kiém ché, vat 4o lai bi xé ra. T6i kich liét ho khan, moi Ian hit vao déu cam
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giac nhw c6 con dao gam dang cam trong c6 hong, xau ho va dau dén cung
lic tim t61i, toan than toat mo hoi lanh.

Moi han lanh Iting dan bén tai t6i, “Giai nhan chinh té, ta thay ma
thuwong”.

Miéng t6i ném dwgc mui vi mau twoi nong dam, khong biét 1a do moi bi
can hay la c¢6 hong sac ra mau, chi cdm thay dau dén v6 cung.

Da thit dau, bi con titc gian bao phu.
Han cui nguoi, ap toi xudng giwong.

Toi khong gidy dua, cling khong danh da gi nita, con ngtra dau ra, cuoi
khinh thuong.

“Ha Lan Cham, mau than ctia nguwoi dang & trén troi nhin ngwoi”.

Toan than han bong dung citng do, dirng lai, nguwre phdp phong, sac mat
xanh mét kinh nguoi.

T6i nhin khéng ré anh mat cta han.

Phang phat nhw hét thady déu ngung dong lai.

Giang co choc lat, han ditng day, xoay nguoi roi di.

Cho dén khi ra khoi cita cting khong quay lai li€c t6i 1an nao nita.
Lai qua mot ngay.

Theo ké hoach, t6i nay sé la lic bon ching dong thu, nhung ngwdi cta
Ha Lan Cham hay Tiéu Ky déu chwa thay c6 dong tinh gi.

Khong c6 ai di vao nita, cling khong c6 ai dwa com nuwdc, toi mot minh bj
nhot trong can nha nho nay.
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Trén moi, trén co, co tay, tredc nguc,... déu lvu lai vét mau dong hodc
vét thuong rach.

beém, can phong den dac, u am.

T6i co minh noi dau giwvong, c6 gang kéo 6ng tay 4o va co 4o che di
nhitng vét thwong kho coi nay.

Nhung cho du cé kéo nhwr thé nao ciing khong thé che kin dau vét bi
nhuc nha.

To6i can chat mo6i ma van khong kim dwoc, roi Ié.
Chot c6 mdt anh sang tir ctra chiéu vao.

Ha Lan Cham khong biét tir khi nao da xuat hién & ctra, mot than y phuc
den c6 khoac them ao choang, hoa vao man dém phia sau lung.

Pai han rau quai nén di theo phia sau han dan theo tam tén linh mac ao
giap doi mi sat, do choang tir dau dén chan, nhw thé u hén ditng ngoai ctra.

Han di tGi trudc mat, lang lang nhin toi.
“Pa dén gig?”, tdi cudi cuoi, ditng 1én, vuot téc mai dang bay tan loan.
Ha Lan Cham dot nhién nam lay c6 tay toi.

Duéi anh trang, sac mat han tai nhgt nhw tuyét, ngén tay lanh twa bang,
moi mong kheé run.

T6i ngan ngo quén ca troén tranh.

“Néu nhr nguoi khong phai la nguoi, ta...”, han bong nhién cing hong,
ngay ngoc nhin, biéu tinh hoang hot nhu thé thoang chéc mém yéu.
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Trong long khé dong, t6i giwrong mat, mo ho hiéu dugc diéu gi d6 nhung
lai khong muon tin twéng.

Cudi cung khong phan bac dugc, tdi chi cham rai rit tay ve.

Tay han van & nguyén cho cii, han nhin t6i khong chép mat, anh mat
néng ryc dan dan chuyén lanh.

Han tr rdu quai nén di vao, nang mot hop go mau den 1én trieéc mat Ha
Lan Cham.

Ha Lan Cham giat minh, tay don 14y cai hop kia, lai do dy khéng mé ra.
“Thiéu cha!”, anh mat dai han rau quai nén sang quac.

Sac mat Ha Lan Cham cang thém tai nhot, dau ngon tay run 1én, chung
quy van m& nap hop ra.

Trong hop 1a mot chiéc dai lung bang ngoc binh thwong.
Han can than 1ay chiéc dai lwng ra, dich than deo cho toi.
T6i co rim ngwoi lai, né tranh sy dong cham cua han.

“Pirng dong”, han giit 1y hai tay toi, sdc mat nhw phu swong lanh,
“Trong chiéc dai lwng ngoc nay co cat giau hoa doc manh, mot khi dung
vao cg quan, héa doc phun trao, 1ap tirc dot chay, tat ca nhitng thit cach do
trong vong mot tregng déu hda thanh tro bui”.

Toi cltng nguwoi, trong nhay mat, ho hap da ngung dong.

“Nguoi tot nhat nén cau ong troi phu ho ta thuan lgi giét dugc Tiéu Ky,
nhw vay nguoi sé khong phai chét”. Ha Lan Cham khé vu6t mat toi, nu
cwoi lanh dan.
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Han khodac cho t6i mot chiéc 4o choang den to vang, muwon anh trang soi
chiéu, hinh théu h6 mau son trén 4o choang dap vao mat.

H6 phu* mau son la ky hiéu ctia Binh bg, to vang la trang phuc ctia quan
kham sai.

*Ho phu: dau hiéu dé diéu binh thaoi xwa, hinh con ho, chia lam hai manh

Chang 1&, bon ho... Bon ho muon gia mao lam ngwdi hau cia quan kham
sai Binh bo?

Toi ca kinh, trong ltic v6i vang suy nghi, mot y niém dang sg xudt hién
trong dau.

Chua kip nghi k¥, Ha Lan Cham da giir chat 1ay toi, “Di theo ta, nhg, chi
can vo y mot chit la ngon Itra sé bung 1én”.

Tay chan t6i lanh nhw bang, do dan di theo han, tirng buéc ra ngoai.

Gio lanh noi bién cwong théi ta do tung bay, noi xa xa c6 thé loang
thodng thdy dugc anh Itva doanh trai.

Lic nay da la gitta dém, dém khuya thanh vang, t6i cling da buéc 1én con
duwong chét, khong thé quay dau lai.

Ha Lan Cham chuan bi dong thu, Tiéu Ky lai van im lang.
Trong vién, mot dam thudc ha ciia Ha Lan Cham da phuc san cho l1énh.

T6i ngac nhién thay tiéu Diép sac mat trang béch ditng trong do, bi hai
ga dai han kep ldy, nhin nhw bi thwong nang, ldo ddo muon nga.

Nang lai thay mot bo nit trang do hoa, dau day chau ngoc, téc may van
cao.
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Trong long t6i vira dong, mo ho doan dwgc may phan.

Pwa mat nhin chung quanh thay noi noi déu c6 anh Itra doanh trai, trung
trung diep diép xa xa.

Pai han rau quai nén di ¢ phia tredc, sau dé la dam ngudai tieu Diép, toi
bi Ha Lan Cham dich than ap giai ¢ phia sau, mot nhém tam nguwoi doc
theo con dudng ngoan nghoeéo di t6i doanh trai, binh linh tuan tra xa xa
nhin thdy ching t6i déu nghiém nghi nhwong duwong. Moéi lan qua mét tram
kiém soat, dai han rau quai nén déu gio ra mét chiéc 1énh bai mau son,
khong gap tré ngai gi.

Néu nhu t6i khong doan sai, d6 chinh la an tin dac biét ban cho kham sai
trong Binh bg, Hoa Tat H6 Bi Lénh.

Lénh bai nay xuat ra chinh la twgng trung cho kham sai.

Mot duong thong qua cac tram kiém soat déu thay co sodi den vién vang
strng sitng hai bén, hoa van hé mau son duwgc anh Itva chiéu dén twoi dep
chéi mat.

Ca dai doanh dva vao ndi ma dung, thong qua tram kiém soat cudi cung
tredc mat sé téi vung ring rong 16n bén ngoai doanh trai, thong vé chan
nui.

Trong doanh da xay phong héa dai* cao may truwgng, cach dai ba mwoi
trvong la noi cha sodi duyét binh diém twdng.

*Phong hda dai: dai dot ltra/khoi dé thong bao tinh hinh quan dich

MOoi lan c6 kham sai di tuan & bién quan déu sé t6 chitc 1é duyét binh
dién tap long trong.
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Tirng nghe thiic phu néi, duyét binh dién tap bat dau tir canh nam, tam
quan dan tran, chu soai diém twéng, bat dau noi phong hoa, té vé quan dich
dén, twdng si tam quan dwdi su thong linh cia chu twéng bat dau thao
luyén, thé hién quan uy hién hach cta thién triéu.

T6i ngang dau nhin lai, cti da chat tang tang 16p 16p trén phong hoa dai,
do s nhu thap.

Poan ngudi hién ngang di tdi, mii den che hét khuon mat, 4o choang to
vang ra xuong.

“Dung lai! Nguoi phvong nao dam ty tién xong vao trong dia giao
truomg?”.

“Ta nhan l1énh kham sai dai nhan, dac biét t&i kiém tra”, dai han rau quai
nén gio 1énh bai 1én, tram giong noi, “Lénh bai & day”.

Nguoi cam dau tién 1én nhan 1énh bai, can than xem qua, ha thap giong
hoi, “Vi sao lai téi cham?”.

Han tf rau quai non tra 10i, “Vira méi vao canh ba, khong phai la cham™.
Nguwoi dé liéc mat nhin dong bon, hoi gat dau, nhan lay lénh bai.
“Cac ha la Ha Lan cong t@?”, nguwoi do khom leng noi.

Ha Lan Cham bén canh t6i chi an mac nhw ho vé tam thwong, 4o choang
che mat, khong chut bién sac.

“Chu thwong c6 viéc quan trong khac, da di tredc r6i”, dai han rau quai
noén thap giong, “Ta chi nhan 1énh lam viéc”.

Ngudi no xoa cam ndi, “Nguwdi da an bai xong, mot khi cac ngwoi dong
tha, ta 1ap tic tiép ng”.
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“Lam phién cac vi dai nhan!”, han t* rdu quai nén chap tay cdi nguoi.

Poan nguoi doi phwong di sat qua ching t6i, nhd anh Itta, to6i nhin thay
1o rang trén do choang cia nhitng nguwdi dé déu c6 hoa van hinh hé mau
son.

Qua nhién la nguoi cua quan kham sai.

Kho trach bon ho c6 thé dé dang thoat khoi Huy Chau, con c6 thé lan vao
do6i ngli quan dung, gitta ban ngay ban mat vao thang dai doanh Ninh Séc.

T6i von twdng rang Ha Lan Cham c6 tai can gi 16n, khong ngo sau lung
con c6 mot ban tay khac.

Ai dam cdu két véi tan du Ha Lan?
Ai ddam muu hai Dy Chuwong Vuong, hai ca Dy Chuong Vuong phi?
Ai c6 thé diéu khién kham sai, che giau dugc tai mat caa phu than?

To6i chi cAm gidc dwgc mau trén toan co thé trong nhay mat chuyén lanh,
han khi nhé nhe tham nhap qua tirng 16 chan l6ng.

Toi bi bon ho 4p ra khéi dai doanh, di thang vao vung ritng sau doanh
trai.

Trong ritng bo tri rat nhiéu bitc chan bang coc go va nhitng vat tan cong
ky quai, dai khai la dung dé bay tran.

Qua canh tw, binh si tuan tra trong ring lui t&i hdi hd, khong c6 ai cha y
t6i dam nguoi chung toi.

Ha Lan Cham sau khi dan t6i t&i sau mot bitc chan bi mat lién ditng ap
sat nhu thi vé, nhitng ngudi khac tan ra lam nhiém vu ctia minh.
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Moi khi binh linh tuan tra di qua trieéc mat ma t6i khé dong, Ha Lan
Cham déu lap titc dwva tay gilr 1ay dai ngoc bén hong toi.

Sinh t* ndm trong tay ngudi khac, to6i khong dam cau citu, cling khong
dam bé chay, chi c6 thé an nhan cho thoi co.

Sac troi mo ho sang, Itra khap doanh trai da bi dap tat, gido trweong dan
hién ra trong anh nang s6m.

Bong nhién, mot tiéng kén 1énh tram thap vang 1én, vang doi khap may
dam dai doanh.

Ca vung dat dwong nhw chan dong, trong tia nang ban mai, bui mu dang
1én bon phia quanh gido trueong.

Boéng dém cudi chan troi da rat han, troi sdng xuyén thau tang may, chiéu
6 ca vung dat ménh mong.

Khap noi la binh linh dan tran, theo thit tw ma bwéc vé phia trudc, tiéng
giay rung chuyén dai cao, cat bui cuoén cudn noi 1én nhw rong cudn.

Trén dai diém twéng, soai ky hoa van réng bac dugc dang 1én, don gio
bay phap phdi.

Ba tiéng trong tram thap uy nghiém ngan vang, chu sodi lén dai.

Trong tran thic giuc, kén 1énh ndi 1én, tung birng xuyén thau tang may
cao van trugng, phia chan trdi may cuon cudn, canh twgng vo cung hao
hung.

Noi sodi ky bay phap phdi, hai nhém thiét ky than vé cuw@i ngwa ra, ditng
trede dai cao.

Nguwoi ditng dau van doi mii tua trang, mac chién bao théu réng bac,
minh deo boi kiém, than hinh thang tap cao ngao, 4o khoac den tung bay
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trong gio.

Than anh xa la ma quen thudc kia ci¢ nhw vay xuat hién trong tam mat,
trréc mat t6i bong mao ho, dwong nhu c6 nwéc mat trao dang.

Tiéng ken cao vit, ching binh twdng cung reo ho, chan dong it phwong.

Chin dai twéng cudi ngwa tGi triede dai, hanh 1é theo 1€ quan, dong thanh
ho vang, “Cung nghénh chu soai lén dai!”.

Tiéu Ky dwa mat nhin xuéng ching twéng, khé gio tay 1én, may van binh
twéng trén gido treong 1ap tirc nghiém nghi, yén lang nhu to lang nghe.

Giong noi cta han uy nghiém vang vong, tirng cau truyén tdi xa xa, “Phu
vién dai twdng quan nhan lénh dich than t6i Ninh Soc tuan tra, tham héi
viéc quan, 6n dinh bién thuy. Hom nay diém binh gido trudong, ching twéng
si theo hiéu lénh ctia ta, bay tran dién tap, thé hién uy nghi ctia quan ta,
hwéng lay thién an!”.

May van binh twéng nhat té gio cao thwong, phat ra tiéng hé kinh dong,
dit doi dap vao tai.

Tiéng trong u u vang lén, tirng tiéng danh thang vao long nguoi.

Bon binh si trén dai truyén 1énh hwéng vé bon phia dong tdy nam bac,
khong ngung khua co 1énh.

Keén Iénh da théi, tiéng trong gap hon.

MGt doi thiét ky gidp den dan dau chay vao gido treong, tung hoanh
ngang doc, nghiém chinh tién lui, bay trdn cttu cung theo cg dé trong tay
twong linh.

Ngay sau dé, doi giap nang, doi ky binh, doi tan cong va doi xe chién...
moi mot doi déu dan tran thao dién, v cting thuan thuc.

https://thuviensach.vn



Nhém ngwoi Ha Lan Cham cai trang thanh thu vé bén ngoai, an nip doc
theo giao truvong, toi va Ha Lan Cham diéng trén swon nui, tu trén cao co
thé thdy duwgc toan canh phia dwéi. Bon phia cat bui tung bay, soai ky cling
tung bay, tiéng ho giét vang troi.

Mac du khong phai la chién treong thye nhung t6i van bi chan dong. Sy
uy hung cta quan doi ¢ day so vdi ngay khao quan trong kinh thanh thuc
su hung hon gap tram lan, ai thay cling phai kinh sg.

Ha Lan Cham bén canh lang 1€ giit chat du6i kiém, du6i may nhéch lén
nhw lwdi dao, sat khi ngung dong noi day mat.

Cudc dién tap soi nodi, noi noi cat bui cuén cudn, dwra mat nhin lai chi
thay cO bay phap phéi, dao kiém sang loang.

Trén dai cao, Tiéu Ky vung tay hat 4o choang, “N6i phong hoa, thong
cao t& phuong!”.

Phong hoa dan dan ruc 1én, tiéng kén lai n6i, cao vt tan dinh troi.
Ching twdng si trén gido treong phat ra tiéng ho dong ndi troi.

Trén dai cao, con ngwa den huyén hi dai mot tiéng, cat vo ditng nghiém.
Han quang loang loang, Tiéu Ky rit kiém ra, chi thang vé phia chan troi.
T6i ngting thd, trong long bat dau thap thém.

Dién tap da gan két thiic, kham sai dai than sé cuing chu soai dich than di
kiém tra, dan dau ching tuwéng si hoan thanh buoi thao dién.

Dong thuy triéu trén thao treong nhat té lui vé hai bén, dé chira ra mot
con dwong 16n ¢ gitta.

Tiéu Ky cu6i ngua di téi, mot nguwoi niva di theo phia sau.
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Nguwoi dé chinh la kham sai Tt Thu cau két cung Ha Lan Cham!

Khoanh khac nhin thdy Tt Thu di sat phia sau Tiéu Ky, long t6i nhat thoi
nhw c6 Itta dot, han khong thé 1ap titc chay tdi trede mat han canh béo.
Nhung chiing t6i cach xa nhau mwdi triegng, cho du cé thé chay thoat khoi
Ha Lan Cham ciing sé khong chay t&i bén canh han duwgc, sé khong cé két
qua gi.

Ha Lan Cham & bén cuwdi lanh mot tiéng, tay dé bén hong to6i, thap giong
né6i, “Néu khéng mudén cung chét vGi han thi dirng vong dong”.

Toi lanh lung nhin lai, khong ndi 16i nao.

Han ha giong, nd nu cwdi tham sau, “Ci nhin cho k¥ di, rat nhanh théi
nguoi sé trd thanh qua phu”.

To6i bong nhién quay dau nhin vé phia gido treong, Tieu Ky da di tdi
gitra, chin vien dai twéng theo phia sau.

Quan truyén lénh phia sau han givong 1én c¢ 1énh théu rong bac, chi vé
hai bén, mot doi thiét ky giap den nhanh chong téi.

Bong nhién, Tiéu Ky chgt quay ngwa, phi vé huwdng phai. Thiét ky phia
sau chay t6i m¢& duwong, cat dit duwong di cia bo binh, tran hinh l1ap tirc bién
doi, ddo mat da ngan Tiéu Ky va Tt Thu & hai bén.

Tiéu Ky gio tay phai, thang tap chi doc theo noi ching t6i dang an nap.

Tw Thu bi ket trong tran hinh bén trai, tit phia bi bao vay, khong c6
dwong tién lui, binh s xung quanh lao t6i nhw thiy triéu, vay chat tran
hinh, &p bach nguwdi & bén trong. Tt Thu may phen thang ngwa muén lui
nhung khong duwoc.

“Khong duogc, trung ké r6i!”, Ha Lan Cham dot nhién thap giong ho lén.
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Am am mot tiéng vang that 16m, oanh chan ca mot viing rong, bui dat
tung bay, ¢ gilta giao truong dang 1én khoi Itra day dac.

Toi bi tiéng vang ghé gém kia lam cho kinh hai, hoa mat, dot nhién phuc
héi tinh than, bat thét 1én, “Dy Chuwong Vuong...”.

Trong khoanh khac bién ¢6 bat ngd ndy sinh, dudi dai swong giang, bui
khoi bay day troi, khong nhin ro6 tinh hinh, chi nghe thay tiéng ngwoi gao
thét cung tiéng ngwa hi hon loan.

Noi ngua ctia Tt Thu twéng quan vira méi dirng chan da bi n6é thanh mot
cai ho sau!

B0 binh xung quanh c6 ao giap nang ho than, cho du c6 ngudoi bi thuong
nga xuong nhung thoat nhin cling cé vé nhw thuwong vong khong 16n. Chi
c6 Tt Thu m6t minh mo6t ngwa va ho vé than tin xung quanh han la roi
ngay gitta 1ong ho sau, e rang da tan xwong nat thit, mau thit khong con.

MGdi vira la ngudi con séng da c nhw vay bién mat triedc mat toi.

T6i chi cdm gidc thay bén tai am am, trong dau trong rong, noi sg hai
khiép dam ao t6i, mo hoi lanh thau quan ao.

DPang lic t6i 1do ddo mudn ngd, chan dirng khong vitng thi lai thay tir bén
trong man khoi thudc sing, mot chiéc cd sodi mau den & canh quan bén
phai cham cham giwong cao lén.
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C0 sodi phan phat tung bay, mot con tuan ma toan than den nhw murc lao
Vot ra.

Tiéu Ky ngoi thang tap, rut kiém ra khéi vé, han quang nhw ludng sét
Xuyén qua bau troi.

Luong anh sang ay chéi qua doi mat toi.
Trong long kich dong, d6t nhién khién t6i khong kiém ché dugc.

“Truyén lénh quan sét, phat dong danh 1én!”, Ha Lan Cham htr lanh mot
tiéng, quay dau lanh lung phat Iénh.

“Tuan 1énh!”, ngwdi hau nhan ménh roi di.

Chot nghe mot tiéng “Cham”, han t rdu quai nén budc ra, “Thiéu cha,
tén cau tdc kia da c6 phong bi, chi sg c6 ngudi dé 16 bi mat!”.

“Vay thi nhu thé nao?”, hai tay gii trén vai t6i cia Ha Lan Cham dot
nhién siét chat, t6i dau thiu xuwong.

T6i can moi, khong chiu kéu ra tiéng.

Han t rau quai n6n cam gian no6i: “Tinh hinh tredc mat bat 1gi, khan cau
thiéu chu cho lui quan, mau lui!”.

“Cudc doi Ha Lan Cham chua tirng biét dén mot chit lui”. Ha Lan Cham
am T cuoi to, vé mat dit tgn no6i: “Tiéu Ky, h6m nay ta va nguwoi ngoc da
cung vo!”.

Chung si tir phia sau dong thanh hé 16n: “Thudc ha thé cung thiéu cha
tién thoai!”.

Han t rau quai n6n ditng thang nguwoi bat dong, cung Ha Lan Cham nhin
nhau trong chdc lat, cudi cung thd dai mot tiéng, 6m kiém cudi nguoi:
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“Thudc ha xin ho trg hét minh!”.

Lic nay chot nghe tiéng kén l1énh vang 1én trong gido tredng, thanh am
tram thap, trang nghiém day sat khi.

Giong no6i tram 6n cua Tiéu Ky xuyén thau ca khong gian hon loan,
truyén ra xa xa, “Cwong dao hanh thich kham sai, lam loan bién quan ta,
phai ban t6i chét!”. Nghe thdy giong n6i cua han, binh linh trén trdn 1ap tic
tran dinh nghiém nghi.

Tiéu Ky riat kiém, ho 16n: “Tam quan nghe hiéu 1énh cua ta, phong téa
cac 16i ra, gap cwong dao, giét khong tha!”.

Sau khodnh khac nghiém trang, toan quan cung kéu to: “Giét!!!!!!”.
Tiéng ho giét nhu tiéng sam, dao kiém nhat té ra khéi vo.
Trong nhay mat noi day da xdy ra bién cd.

Mot anh Itta do ruc bay thang téi trede ngwa Tiéu Ky, Tiéu Ky giuc ngwa
lui nhanh, Itta roi xuéng dat nhuw dia 16i bat chot no tung, da xung quanh vo
vun, ban tung tée. Chi trong mdt cai chép mat, xung quanh cac binh tuwéng
bong xuat hién may cai bong nhu u hoén luét qua.

Anh dao hién ra, mot than anh mau den bay viit 1én khong, quay dau tung
ra mot loat bui phén trang vé phia Tiéu Ky, bui phan roi day troi, hai nguoi
trai phdi 1ap tic lan tdi trede ngwa, &nh dao nhw mudn chém ngang vo
ngua.

Noi bui phan tung bay, dao kiém sang loang, han quang ngang doc, gi6
noi lén cuon cudn nhv triéu dang, ngay tirc khac danh thang huwéng Tiéu
Ky.

Hét thdy déu phat sinh trong phtt choc!
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Song con c6 mot thit nhanh hon, 1a mot birc twong chan, birc twong sat
v&i anh sang lanh lanh giong nhw than binh trén troi giang xudng, kéu 1én
leng keng.

Nam ho vé mdc giap chgt hién than, hanh dong nhanh nhw chép, truong
dao ra khéi vé nhw vii bao che tredc ngua Tiéu Ky, ngan vong tan cong dau
tien.

Tan cong khong thanh, sau tén thich khach lic nay bién tran pha vong
vay.

Chuing ho vé chgt thét 16n, vitt bo khién chan, anh dao loang loang, tao
thé bao vay danh nhau véi thich khach.

Chot c6 tiéng ngwa phan no hi dai, am thanh xuyén thau tang troi, Tiéu
Ky thuc ngya xong ra danh.

Hai tén thich khach kéu 1én, phi than dudi theo, nhitng thich khach con
lai déu liéu mang gap ai la giét, nhiéu chiéu ta thua dich cling mat, kién
quyét bam 1dy dam ho vé, mé mot dwong mau cho hai thich khach kia.

Hai ngudi kia mot trai mot phdi lao t6i bén canh Tiéu Ky, thwong sat
quét ngang, mudn dam Tiéu Ky nga ngua.

Ai ciling khong thay rd mdt khac kia, cai chét dén nhw thé nao.
Chi thay trong tran chgt c6 mot luéng sang xuat ra, ch6i mat ngwdi nhin.

Kiém cua thich khach la méau twoi ba thuwéc, kiém cua twdéng quan la mot
luéng sang lanh khap muoi bén chau.

Sau khi luong sang kia xuat hién, Tiéu Ky ca nguwdi lan ngwa phéng qua,
gio thoi 4o tung bay, tredng kiém sang nhuw tuyét.
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Noi vira méi giao thi, mot con muwa mau dang ao ao roi, hai tén thich
khach dau mot noi than mot noi, chét ngay tai cho.

Ma lic nay bot phan trang kia van con chua roi hét, phan trang bi nhuém
mau do twoi, tung bay trong gi6, dudi dat la mot vung trang dé sac so.

Phuc kich, giao chién, pha vong vay, quyét giét, thich khach tr vong, tat
ca chi xdy ra trong chdc lat.

“Dy Chuong Vuong phi ¢ day, ké nao dam vong dong...”.

Chot nghe mot tiéng quat 16n, thanh chan toan gido trwdng, han la tw
phong hoa dai phia nam gido tredng truyén dén.

Toi chan dong, tredc mat xet qua hinh anh tiéu Diép mac cung trang,
chot hiéu ra, nhin vé phia phong hoéa dai, qua nhién thay mot hong y nit ti
bi tr6i trén dai cao, phia sau la hai nguwdi dang ké dao trén c6 nang.

Vuwong phi gia, thye la mot cai bay hay, mot mét nhir doc.

Pao kiém chiing twéng da ra khoi vo, nghe dwgc mot 161 nay, nhat thoi 6
1én, hang van anh mat huéng vé phia Tiéu Ky.

Nguoi trén dai 16n tiéng ndi: “Cau tac Tiéu Ky, néu muon Vwong phi
song thi ngwoi mot minh 1én day quyét thang bai vdi ta!”.

Luc nay chung binh twéng da tudn ra ao ao, vay quanh phong hoéa dai, &
gitta chtra ra mot 16i di, kéo dai mai t6i phia trudc ngua Tiéu Ky.

Tiéu Ky thang ngwa ditng nghiém, ngtra dau cwdi mot tiéng, “Tha Vwong
phi, bon Vwong cho nguoi duge chét toan thay!”.

Giong néi han binh tinh, chita day sat y.
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Nguoi trén dai dién cuong cuwdi vang, “Néu nhw giét ta thi trudce tién hay
giét thé tir ctia nguoi!”.

Toi khong kiém ché duwgc, bat thot 1én, “Khong nén...”.

Loi n6i vira ra khoi miéng, cam da bi Ha Lan Cham git chat, khong thé
1én tiéng duogc.

“Nguoi mudn noi cai gi?”, han lanh lanh nhich gan t6i tai t6i, “Khong
nén nhw thé nao? Khong nén citu nang? Dang tiéc nguoi lai & day, kéu gao

rach c6 hong han cting khéng nghe duwoc!”.

Han cwoi nhe, “Co diéu ta rat mudn nhin xem han c6 chiu liéu minh cttu
“nguoi” hay khong”.

T6i hung hang nghiéng dau, can vao tay Ha Lan Cham.
Han chiu dau, tré tay giang xuéng mot cai tat.

Trwdc mat bién thanh mau den, trong miéng c6 mui mau tanh, toi ditng
khong vitng nga nhao, bi Ha Lan Cham gitt trong nguc.

“Nhin kia, han thyc di cu nguoi...”, giong néi Ha Lan Cham quy mi roi
vao trong tai.

Toi bi mot cai tat kia lam t6i tam mat may, tredc mat déu la mau den,
buon vui khong ro.

T6i khong mudn han tring ké, khong muén han citu Vwong phi gia kia,
nhung nghe han di citu ngudi... trong long bong c6 cam giac am ap.

Tiéu Ky mot minh mot ngwa di vé phia phong hoa dai, cung tén cta thich
khach trén dai hwéng thang vé phia han.

Song Tiéu Ky dot nhién thang ngwa, kéu 16n, “Dong thua!”.
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Trong tran vang lén tiéng ho rung troi.

Nam hang binh linh cam khién chay téi che tredc nguwdi Tiéu Ky. Bon
khoi da to bi quang lén t¥ phia phong hoa dai, qua noi nao noi dy doé nat,
tiéng kéu tham khong ngirng vang 1én. Binh linh sém chuan bi may ném da,
chac chan la Tiéu Ky da biét ké hoach cia bon chuing, dat bay chd bon
chiing mac cau. Nhitng ké ban tén phuc san trén phong héa dai bi da danh
tring, roi xuoéng khong chi chét ma con bi tram thwong cam vao, bam thanh
thit nat.

T6i dot nhién nham mat khong dam nhin nita.

Trudc mat da vun tung ra, hung hiém khac thuwong, “Vwong phi” kia bi
kep trong do, cling khong biét song chét ra sao... Han, rot cugc van dong
tha.

Tiéu Ky rut kiém nham vé phia dai cao, ngang nhién quat 1én, “Tan cong
lén! Giét chét bat luan toi!”.

Mot 161 nay khién tam t6i run ray dit doi, hoan toan chan dong, vi n6
thuc quyét doan, cling thyc vo tinh.

Hay cho mot Dy Chuong Vuong, hay cho mot vi phu quan, tha lam ngoc
nat cling khong chiu bi nguwdi ngoai trc hiép niva phan... Nhung néu do thuc
sir 1a t6i? Néu t6i & trén do, han cling nhan tam nhu vay sao?

“Pang ti€c, sinh mang ctia nguwoi han ciing khong thém dé y dau...”, Ha
Lan Cham giong noi cam han, mang theo nu cwdi doc ac, manh mé quay
dau toi ra nhin vé phia tran chién, “R6 rang la khong thém dé y, lai khong
thé khong ctru, nguoi la con cd hitu dung dé han lung lac quyén lyc, han
khong n& vit, yéen tam!”.

Loi Ha Lan Cham néi, tirng chit, tirng chit dam vao day long t6i, khién
toi hiéu dwoc do 1a su that.
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Toi 1a con cd rat quan trong, chi 1a mot con cd... Cho nén séng chét hay
tan tat cing khong quan trong bang.

Pay long chua x6t, nitéc mat mo ho bi tdi can rang ngan lai. Lai thay ldc
nay doéi ngii trong tran bién hoa, binh si mang t&i thang may dung 1én & hai
phia, noi noi cung tht nap ban, binh linh hai bén trai phai cam doan dao
tréo lén thang, dong tac nhanh nhen nghiém chinh, diing manh gan da, déu
la nhitng ngwdi da trdi qua tram tran chién. M6t dam tr s Ha Lan trén dai
cao liéu mang ngan can, dan dan that bai, mét dam bi chém khi giap mat.

Vuwong phi gia kia bi 16i lui vé phia sau, ngudi gitt nang 16n tiéng ho,
“Vuong phi & trong tay ta, Tiéu Ky, néu nhw nguwoi con dam...”.

Loi cta han bi dit ngang.

Mot miii tén dudi trang lao t6i xuyén thung c6 hong han.
Miii tén cta Tiéu Ky, thién xa*, nham tring c6 hong.
*Thién xa: tram phat tram tring, chi nguwdi ban tén gioi

Nguwoi ban miii tén kia ngao nghé kéo day cung, day cung van con dao
dong.

T6i nham mat, ngw'ec mo ho dau.

Trwdc mat hién ra canh khao quan nhiéu nam trwdc, cting la mét than
khoi gidp mii tua trang oai hung kia, rd6 mon mét tredc mat. Canh xwa canh
nay nhat thoi dan xen vao nhau...

Gio6 manh thoéi t6c mai bay loan.

Si t* Ha Lan toan b0 chét sach.
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Tam quan hoan hd nhw sdm, binh si leo 1én dai cao can than dwa “Vwong
phi” xudng.

Tiéu Ky tra kiém vao vo, giuc ngya di vé phia tredc.

Lan nay han khong mang theo ho vé, khong cé nguwdi hau, chi c6 mot
pho twéng theo sau.

Phia sau t6i, Ha Lan Cham bong nhién nin thg, gitt chat noi ¢6 hong toi.

T6i dot nhien ha miéng, nhung khong phat ra dugce thanh am nao, mot
tiéng thét kinh hai bi nghen lai noi c¢6 hong.

Khéng, Tiéu Ky, d6 khong phai 1a ta!

Trong khodnh khac nay, t6i dot nhién nhd ra, Tiéu Ky khong biét toi, con
chwa tirng nhin thdy t6i lan nao.

Binh si dva “Vwong phi” t6i trede ngua Tieu Ky, cach Tiéu Ky chi hon
mot tregng.

Tiéu Ky dirng ngwa, Vuong phi run ray tranh ngudi bén canh, di vé phia
han, tay 4o toc mai don gi6 bay phat pho.

Co ho trong cung mot thoi gian, ngan giap twéng quan di theo sau Tiéu
Ky thiic ngwa, thwong sat quét ngang, ngan quang gitta khong trung nhw
kéo sac, rao rao danh bay mot vat gi d6. “Vuwong phi” 6m yéu kia tung
nguoi, nhanh nhw tho chay, tay 4o ban ra mot luéng sang lanh.

“A khong phai Vuong phi!”, ngan gip twéng quan ca gian néi, ngtia
nguwoi né am tién, trd tay gio thwong chi thang vé c6 hong c6 ta.

Thi vé trai phai xong lén, birc lui tiéu Diép gia trang Vwong phi vé ba
tregng phia sau.
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“Luu lai nguwdi song!”, Tiéu Ky giuc ngwa t6i, tram giong quat, “Vuong
phi & dau?”.

Trai tim t6i nhw muén nhay ra khoi 1ong nguc, liéu mang gidy dua, han
khong thé la lén.

Lai nghe thdy mot tiéng cuwdi thé lwong, “Thudc ha vo nang, thiéu cha
thinh than trong...”.

L&i vira ditt, tiéu Diép khong con dong, tu van tai cho.
“Ngu ngoc”, Ha Lan Cham tran dinh lanh lung noéi, ngoai du liéu cta t6i.

Con chwa kip nhin lai tinh hinh ngoai kia da thdy toan than cang thang,
chot bi Ha Lan Cham nhéc 1én lwng ngwa, ép chat trde ngye han.

MGt tiéng ngwa phan nd hi dai, bach ma cét vé lao xuéng, chay thang vé
phia giao trvong noi Tieu Ky dang ding.

Nguwoi kinh ngac, ngwa hi vang, gio ao ao!
Nang s6m chiéu vao 4o giap, mét bién gidp sat roi vao tam mat.
Tiéu Ky mot than oai hung dirng duwdi nang sém, cang lic cang gan toi.

Lwdt qua hang ngan hang van ngudi, lwét qua vue sau sinh tir, anh mat
sang quac cuta han va anh mat t6i rot cudc cling giao nhau.

Toi khong kip nhin rd dung nhan kia lai bi anh mat kia in dau vao day
long.

Quan tran bong khép lai, bo binh & phia sau, ky binh phia treéc, dong
loat kéu vang, bao boc ldy chiing t6i.
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May ngan cung tha tir moi phwong huwéng déu nham vao t6i va Ha Lan
Cham, tén da lap vao cung, dao kiém ra khdi vé, chi can trong nhay mat
cling da dé bam hai ngwdi mot ngwa thanh thit vun.

Tiéu Ky gio tay lén, tam quan yén lang nhu to.

Ban tay giit chat ¢ c6 hong t6i lic nay bat dau phat run, ri mo hoi 1am
tam, thi thoang lai tang lywc manh hon.

Toi cwoi, han dang cang thang, gid khac nay han chi con quan co duy
nhat la t6i, han sg, da la thua mot nira.

“Dy Chuwong Vuong, biét lai vo dang*!”, Ha Lan Cham cudi vo cung tao
nha.

*Biét lai vo dang: hi vong ban van khoé tir khi ching ta chia tay.

“Ha Lan cong t, da 1au khong gap!”, Tiéu Ky hang giong cudi mot
tiéng, anh mat lanh Iuing quét qua Ha Lan Cham, dirng lai trén mat toi.

Anh mét caa hin, 16 rang vo cling khinh thwong Ha Lan Cham, khong
thém dé vao trong mat.

Ha Lan Cham lanh lung xoa madt toi, cwdi voi Tieu Ky, noi, “Nguoi nhin
xem, ta mang ai tdi gap nguoi?”.

Nu cwoi Tiéu Ky nhan nhat, anh mat lanh dan.

“Pa lau khong gap lai, chang 1& Vuwong gia khong con nhan ra?”, tiéng
cuoi cia Ha Lan Cham am lanh, tay gio 1én giit 1dy cam t6i.

T6i can moi, binh tinh nhin vé phia Tiéu Ky, mu6n nhin k¥, tridc mat lai
nhoa di.

Sau ba nam, chung toi lai gdp nhau ¢ hoan canh nay.
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Gio phut nay, han sé nhin nhan nhu thé nao? Coi t6i la Vwong phi, la thé
tw, hay quan co... Ma c¢ lé, nhitng diéu d6 da khong con quan trong.

Chi c6 mot y niém, la han 14y hay bé sinh mang cua t6i.
Nghi tdi day, trong long binh tinh, khong chut sg hai.

T6i va Tiéu Ky bon mat nhin nhau, nhw cé tram ngan 10i, cudi cung im
ling ngung dong... Anh nhin nay lai choc gidn Ha Lan Cham.

Han xoay minh 1dy ra mét thanh chuay tha dat treeéc 6 toi.
Han vira xuat dao, cung thu phia sau Tiéu Ky lap titc kéo cang day cung.

“Vuong gia!”, ngan giap twéng quan kia kinh ho, dang dinh noi gi do, lai
bi Tieu Ky gio tay lén ngan lai.

Anh mét Tiéu Ky sau thdm, khién cho t6i c6 cam giac ky la, giéng nhw
anh mat trgi gitta trwa chiéu trén mat, khién ngwoi ta khong thé mé mat, cé
dau thwong, vui vé va khuat phuc.

T6i nham mat lai, phang phat nhw bi &nh mat trdi soi thau, thé dai cwoi
mot tiéng.

Thoi, song chét co6 so, chi cau ung dung déi mat, khong boi nho dong ho
nha minh la duoc.

“Ngwoi mudn nhu thé nao?”, Tiéu Ky nhe giong noi. L&i nay roi vao tai
t0i, nhw c6 tiéng sam danh.

Hoi nhu vay chinh la han da chiu sy uy hiép cia Ha Lan Cham, dong y
giao thiép.

Ha Lan Cham dién cuong cudi vang, “Hay, hay cho mot doi anh hung

"’
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T6i lai khong kim dugc 1€, hai mat da dam nuéc.

“Thit nhat, m& ctra nam, tha tdc nhan cua ta roi di, tam quan khong dugc
truy kich”, Ha Lan Cham van cudi, cudi v cung vui vé, “Thit hai, néu
muon dira my nhan cia ngwoi vé thi phai mét than mot minh giao dau vai
ta, néu ngwoi cé thé chiém dugc, ta tuyét déi khong da thwong nang du chi
mot chut!”.

Tiéu Ky lanh lung cwdi mot tiéng, “Khong hon?”.

“MGt 10i da dinh!”, Ha Lan Cham htr lanh, phat day cuwong giuc ngwa lui
mot bwdc, lai gitt chat toi.

Tam quan treéc madt, hang van anh mat nhin, Tiéu ngo6i trén lung ngua,
ao khoac tung bay.

Han cham rai gio tay phai lén, tram giong ha lénh, “M& ctra nam ra!”.

Ngoai ctra nam la ritng nui cao chét vét, mot khi da bé chay sé rat khé
truy kich.

Ha Lan Cham gitr 1ay t6i & trwdc, tw tir giuc ngwa lui vé phia sau, cing
tan quan Ha Lan Iui vé ctta nam.

Thanh am ken két vang lén, ctrta doanh phia nam mg ra.

Luwdi dao rét lanh dan chat bén gay, toi chuyén mau, anh mat dan xen
cung anh mat Tiéu Ky... C6 chut 4y ndy, lic sinh t¥, trong long da mém am
nhw bong... Phai v4i vang di, chwa kip nhin rd than sac trong ddy mat han,
Ha Lan Cham da quay ngwa, chay ra ngoai ctra doanh, thang dwong lén nui
ma tGi.
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Pa vao trong rirng, nhitng tan cay ram rap che 14p anh mat troi, dwong di
nguy hiém gap ghénh.

Hon hai chuc tir sT Ha Lan con so6t lai cu@i ngwa xong vao ring, phan
chia thanh ba nhém, bé chay vé huéng nam.

Duy chi c6 m6t minh Ha Lan Cham khéng nhitng khéng chay tron vé
phia nam ma con tiép tuc thang con dwdong ndi hiém trd phi tdi ritng sau.

Phia sau c6 ba nguoi cu@i ngwa theo sat, han t rau quai non va hai
nguoi nita ngan & phia sau, bao ho Ha Lan Cham léen nui.

Mot duwong hoan toan khong gap can trd, cling khong thdy truy binh,
Tiéu Ky qua thyc gitt 101 hira.

Puwong nudi quanh co gap ghénh, lién tuc ré ngoat, ba ngwoi kia lai vo
cung quen thudc, han la da s6m quan sat phwong huwéng, bo tri san dwong
lui.

“Thiéu chu, tén cau tac kia dudi theo t6i dwong ré dwdi chan nui thi dot
nhién khong thay bong dang dau”, han t rdu quai nén phong ngya tién lén.

Ha Lan Cham manh mé ghim day cwong, quay dau nhin lai, chi thay cay
cOi xanh twoi ram rap um tum, vach nui hiém 4c dueng ding, khong hé cé
than anh nao, gio nui khong ngung gao thét.
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D4y long toi nhat thdi chot lanh, ching 18 Tiéu Ky khong dudi theo... Y
niém nay vira méi mo ho xuat hién trong dau, toi da toat mo hoi lanh, luéng
cuong that than.

“Chang 1€ tén cau tdc kia biét kh6 ma lui?”, mot tén lanh Iting néi.

Toi can chdt moi, hét sttc tran dinh, dé nén y niém lung tung trong dau —
da dén nwdc nay, sinh tir khong con phai lo lang nita, con cé cai gi dang dé
sg hai sao?

Nhung 13, t6i thue sy khong so hai u? R6 rang 1ong dau nhw cat... Phang
phat nhw mét khac dwgc ban hon Kkia.

Ngay do phu than nhin t6i mi phuwgng khan quang vai roi khoi nha, nhin
toi mot than mat minh t¢i Huy Chau xa x6i ma khong hé n6i mot 1oi git

lai.

Hom nay t6i bi Ha Lan Cham mang di, mang treo sgi toc, thé ma Tiéu
Ky lai khong dudi theo.

Thi ra la bon ho déu giong nhau, cudi cung déu budng tay, bé qua toi, tro
mat nhin t6i chim vao vuc sau.

Toi s& di s hai, khong phai la cai chét hay hon nhan ma chi la cam giac
bi vt bé... bi viit bo, bi nguwdi than nhat virt bo.

Tranh dau vo ich bao lau... Cho téi nay, t6i cling chi la ngudi da sém bi
virt bo.

Trong phit choc long da hiéu ro, khong con can dam.

“Thiéu chu...”, han t& rau quai n6n muén noi gi dé lai bi Ha Lan Cham
khoét tay, y bao chd c6 1én tiéng, con ngung than lang tai nghe.

Trong khoanh khac, gié nii gao thét thoi qua tai, 1an at hét moi thanh am.
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Sac mat Ha Lan Cham ngwng trong khac thwong, “Tiéu Ky tha doan kho
lwong, moi ngwdi phéi can than dé phong, khong thé khinh thuong”.

Han ti rau quai non dap, “Thiéu chu yén tam, phia tredc da 1a khe Ung
Chuy, dén swon nui Phi Van sé cé cau qua, nguwdi ctia ching ta da & dudi
cau tiép irng. Dong nwdc & day chay xiét, xudi dong ma xuong, khong qua

nita canh gio ching ta c6 thé qua bién gidi”.

“Rat tot, nhitng ngwoi khac da xuo6i nam du truy binh, han la tén cau tac
kia khong thé lwong truedc duge ching ta sé di con dwong thiy nay”. Ha
Lan Cham lanh ling cuwdi mot tiéng.

Long t6i chgt rét lanh — moi ngwoi vi han ma bé mang liéu chét, han lai
mot long dé cho ho chiu chét, doi 1ay dwong song cho minh.

Ha Lan Cham gio roi thic ngwa, doan nguoi lao nhanh vé phia trudec,
dwong nui cang lic cang hiém tré.

Gi6 manh nhw dao khong ngirng thoi qua khuon mat téi, toc mai bay tan
loan.

T6i bi Ha Lan Cham giir chat trong nguc, quang do choang cuia han, bén
tai bén gy déu bi hoi thé cia han vay quanh.

“Néu sg phdi bam chat 1ay ta”, han dot nhién thap giong néi bén tai t6i.

Giong ndi tram thap, 16i néi roi vao trong tai khién t6i ngan nguoi...
Canh twgng nhw vay giong nhu cé chit quen thudc.

Tai 1am uyén* gi6 xuan thoi 16ng, anh trang sang dep nhu hoa, tdi cung
ca ca, cung T® Pam... da titng song vai cudi ngwa, vo cung than mat.

*L.am uyén: rirng dé vua chua di san
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Thiéu nién mot than bach y tung bay kia da tirng cui dau ndi bén tai toi,
“Pirng sg, bam chat 1ay ta”.

T6i nhat thoi hodng hot, trong long chua x6t.

Puong nuii xoay minh chuyén hwdng, trrdc mat bong nhién ryc sang,
phia tr'éc c6 mét cay cau treo ndi hai swon nui.

Duéi day vue, tiéng nwdc chay vo bo nhu dong nuwée xiét dang dang 1én.

Han ti rau quai n6n phéong ngua tién 1én, tham héi trong choc 1at, vui vé
quay dau noi, “Chinh la ¢ day! Day thirng da chuan bi xong, thudc ha
xuong trudc tiép wng!”.

Ha Lan Cham thé phao nhe nhdm, “U! Can than 1am viéc!”.

Mat thdy han t¥ rdu quai nén xudng ngwa, nhat 1ay day thirng bén cau, t6i
khong kim dwgc con run rdy cda ban than — chuyén di nay vuot bién ciong
ra nwéc ngoai, chang 16 toi thue sy phai bi Ha Lan Cham bat di, than roi
vao vong vay cua ké dich, ca doi khong con ty do nita?

Néu nhu 1a vay, t6i tinh nguyén chét & Trung tho!

Chot nghe Ha Lan Cham cti nguwdi cwdi mot tiéng bén tai t6i, “Nhuw thé
nay rat tot, nam nhan cta nguai du sao cling khong nhé nguai, ngwoi lién
di theo ta di”.

Mot cau noi nhe nhang, 1€ toi tran mi.

Nguwdi nay cé thé chi bang mot 16i néi da dam sau vao noi kho trong long
toi, dam vao dong mau lam ly cua toi.

Han y nhu Itvra chay dot nhién dang lén.
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“MGt ngay nao do, ta nhat dinh sé dich than giét ngwoi”, toi can rang,
ting chit phat ra tir tam can.

Ha Lan Cham cudi dai, tiéng cwdi vang vong.
Tiéng cuwdi chwa ditt, bong nhién c6 mot am thanh xé khong vang 1én.
Gio6 manh, tiéng kéu tham, mau twoi phun trao!

“Thiéu chu can than!”, han t& rau quai n6n cao giong béao hiéu, tung
minh nhdy 1én ngwa, phong tré vé nhu gid, che Ha Lan Cham & phia sau.

Cung lic, Ha Lan Cham quay ngya lai, cdi thap nguwoi, de chat 1ay t6i.
Mau twoi ban 1én, thi vé trung tén kia nga ngwa, lan trén mat dat.

MGt miii tén dudi 16ng soi trang xuyén thung c6 han, 16ng & dudi tén van
con run ray.

Mau mau do twoi van khong ngirng trao ra tir ¢6 han.
Guong mat ngudi chét kia nhan nhim, hai mat tritng trirng.
Ha Lan Cham leng keng rut dao, phan n6 quat, “Hwéng dong nam!”.

Han t rau quai n6n nghe vay quay dau, trd tay rat mot mii tén ra, kéo
day cung nham thang vé phia déng nam.

T6i bong nhién ngang dau kéu to, “Can than!”.

Mot miii tén roi cung bay di, lwét gio lao vao bui ram, khong c6 tiéng
dong nao.

Phia dong nam chi c6 mot con duvong nho bén swon nui nghieng 10 ra,
dang tredc bi mot bui cay ring che khuat.
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“Nguoi dang ¢ phia sau cay!”, mot thi vé khac phong ngya lao ra, ba mii
tén lién tiép ban veé phia sau bui cay.

Ha Lan Cham kinh ho, “Tro lai!”.
Loi han con chwa didt, mot miii tén nita lai xé khong lao vt tGi!

Luc cta mii tén kia khién ngwoi & trén lung ngua theo quan tinh nga vé
phia sau, vira nga xuéng, gitta co hong da bi mot miii tén dudi 16ng séi
trang xuyén qua!

Lan nay, ngay ca t6i cling da thdy r6 rang — miii tén khong phai ban t6i tir
sau bui cdy ma la tir trén swon ndi cao ban xudng.

Ngtra dau, chi nghe thdy mot tiéng ngwa phan nd hi dai, am thanh xé rach

bau troi.

Mot con chién ma toan than den huyén nhw muc, nghiém nghi ditng trén
suwon nui, ti trén cao nhin xudng roi dot nhién cat vé lao dén, di tdi dau bui
tung mu mit tdi do.

Trén lung ngua, Tiéu Ky mot tay cam kiém, do giap tdéa han quang, do
choang tung bay nhv canh chim wng.

Tiéng ngwa nhu tiéng sam chdp vang giat, ngwdi mang khi thé nhw gié
bao.

Mot ngudi mot ngwa nhw thé Tu La, con chwa téi da thay sat khi.

“Thiéu chu di tredc!”, han tir rdu quai non giuc ngwa quay dau, rut
treong dao ra, 16n tiéng rong gian, “Cau tdc, cung ta danh mot tran!”.

Ha Lan Cham kep bung ngwa lao trén con duong hiém tr@, thang vé phia
dau cau.
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Lic nay, Tiéu Ky da phi ngwa tGi, chinh dién giao chién véi han tir rau
quai non.

Kiém ddy rong gam, dao rung kéu vang, am thanh kim loai va vao nhau
nhuw tiéng pha khong, trong khong gian bong 16e 1én anh sang trang nhw
tuyét.

Puwong nui nhoé hep hiém trd, hai con ngwa chién ¢ cing mét cho, doi bén
khong chiu nhuwong nhin can ddm dau — trong lic dao kiém giao nhau,
nhiéu chiéu ciing la liéu minh tdn cong, sat phat hung ac, cyc ky nguy
hiém! Dot nhién mot ngum mau twoi ban 1én, khong biét 1a mau cua ai.

Long t6i rét lanh, giwvong mat nhin mot man giao dau quyeét liét, lai thay
sttc lwc dang kim ham trén nguwoi dot nhién mat di.

Ha Lan Cham budng tay, thang ngwa dirng yén, dwa tay lap tén, nham
thang vé phia luvng Tiéu Ky.

“Khong!”, toi kinh ho.

Tiéu Ky dang giao chién vdi han ti rau quai nén, khoang khong phia sau
lung hoan toan tréng.

Day cung trong tay Ha Lan Cham da kéo cang, lyc ciec manh.

T6i nhao ngudi t6i, dung hét sitc can vao c6 tay han.

Ha Lan Cham bi dau run lén, mii tén roi tay lao di, chéch huéng.

Miii ten bay qua ma trai Tieu Ky.

Rang cam thdy dwgc mui vi da thit rach ra, mui mau tanh xuat hién.
“Tién nhan!”, Ha Lan Cham gian nhu phat dien, tr@ tay mot chwang danh

t0i ngad vé phia sau.
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Chi cam thay luc pha ngii tang chan dong, c6 hong ngot ngot, mot ngum
mau twoi phun ra, tredc mat tdi chgt bién thanh mau den.

Lai thay trong chép mat nay Tiéu Ky giuc ngwa xoay nguoi lai, kiém
trong tay giwvong cao, mot luéng sang lanh xé troi giang xudng!

Pay troi la mwa mau, dau han t¥ rdu quai non bay 1én khong.

Tiéu Ky thiic ngura, lao qua con mwa mau, tua trang trén mi sat chuyén
do.

Mot man tredc mat kinh tam déng phach lai khién long t6i run 1én, yéu
&t gang strc ngang dau mim cwoi vGi han.

Lai c6 mot nguon nhiét néng xong 1én c6 hong, t6i khong kip nén, phun
ra mot ngum mau nita, trén 4o da tham mau do tuwoi.

Ha Lan Cham lui t6i bén canh dau cau, nhday xudng khéi lvng ngwa, mot
tay gitlt t6i, mot tay cam dao.

T trén dau cau nhin xudng, mot than anh dang tién tdi trén con duong
nho.

T6i ldo ddo mudn ngd, bi Ha Lan Cham mdt tay do 1ay, khong con stic
lyc dé ding nita.

“Nguoi khong phai mudn danh mot tran véi ta sao?”, Tiéu Ky nhay
xuong ngwa, cham rdi cam kiém, hé moi cwdi lanh, “Tiéu moé da ¢ day, mot
minh mot ngya téi”.

Anh néng giita trrva chiéu vao ludi kiém ctia hin, sat khi lanh lanh, khong
dam nhin gan.

Quanh than hdan dam mau, toan than nghiém nghi toa ra sat y vo tan.
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Ha Lan Cham giir chat dau vai t6i, dot ngén tay trang béch, tira nhuw gang
hét sitc de nén Ira gian.

Hai nguoi giang co mot hoi 1au.

Ha Lan Cham m@& miéng, cling khinh thwong cuwdi mot tiéng, “Ta thay
doi y dinh ro6i, lan sau lai dau”.

Han dot nhién nhe giong, twra nhw dang ndi gié luan trang, “Bay gio,
muon my nhan hay mudn mang cta ta... ngwoi chon di”.

Tiéu Ky ditng thang, bat dong nhw nui, anh mat troi chiéu vao mat han,
toa ra anh sang hoa quyén cung sac kiém.

“Bon Vuong muon ca hai”, han cham rai noéi ti'ng chi.
Pau ngon tay Ha Lan Cham chgt gitt chat 1ay t6i, han ngira dau cudi to.

Trong tiéng cwdi, sat co hai bén da té rd, quanh than thoang choc lanh
nhu bang.

Tiéu Ky tirng buéc tién lai gan.

Tay Ha Lan Cham lang 1€ dwa tGi bén hong toi, gitt tai dai lvng ngoc.
To6i s¢ hai bat thot 1én: “Dtng qua day!”.

Loi chwa dut, than hinh hai nguoi da dong.

Han quang giao nhau, lv@i dao xet qua thai dwong toi.

Khi kiém nhw swong, khién 16ng may 16ng mi déu lanh 1€o.

Dot nhién bén hong vang 1én mot tiéng kéu nho dang so.

https://thuviensach.vn



Ha Lan Cham giwong dao vé phia truéc, den toi chdn & truedc ngudi, thiva
co nga vé phia sau, trong nhay mat da khéi dong khoa dai lvng ngoc bén
héng toi.

Mot bo chi bac tir trong dai lvng lap tirc ban ra, dau bén kia bi giit chat
trong tay Ha Lan Cham.

Toi chot hiéu dwgce su bo tri cia han — hda doc trong dai lung c6 thé
thiéu dot moi thit trong vong ba tregng, han dung chi bac mé co quan, chi
dgi sau khi phi than xudng thuyén, tranh ra ngoai ba trugng, chi bac trong
tay sé ti khac ditt, héa doc bung lén, t6i va Tiéu Ky 1ap titc héa thanh tro
bui.

T6i bong nhién quay dau lai, cham phai anh mat lanh 1€o quyét tuyét cta
Ha Lan Cham.

“Vwong Huyén, kiép sau gap lai!”, trong mat han chgt xuat hién vé thé
lwong, nam 1ay chi bac, tung ngwdi nhay xudng.

“Khong duogc!”, toi can rang dung hét chut sitc Iy cudi cung gio tay git
lay han.

Than thé chgt bay 1én khong, tiéng gi6 u u bén tai.
“Vwong phi!”, Tiéu Ky ding trén cau, bat dwgc 6ng tay do cua toi.
MGt tiéng “ret” vang lén, y phuc rach ra.

Trong gidy lat, toan than toi treo trén khong, nam 14y day thirng dong
xuong thuyén ctia Ha Lan Cham.

Sac mat Ha Lan Cham trang béch, chi bang mot canh tay treo ngugc da
ngan tré huéng roi xudng, trén tran mo hoi tuén nhw nuwdc.
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“Trén nguoi ta co héa doc!”, toi ngira mat nhin Tiéu Ky, khé mim cuoi,
“Nguoi di mau...”.

Tiéu Ky chan dong, sac mat dot bién, kién quyét dwa tay ra, “Nam ldy tay
tal”.

Toi lac dau, “Nguoi di mau! Ta va han dong vu quy tan*!”.
*Pong vu quy tan: cung nhau chét

“Hay, hay cho mét cau dong vu quy tan...”, Ha Lan Cham dot nhién cuoi
to, gio tay khé bop chi bac, “Tiéu Ky, Iic dé an oan cta chiing ta két thuic!
Trén duong t6i hoang tuyén, nguoi cling cung di di!”.

T6i hodng sg, cii dau budc chat bé chi bac.
Ntra nguoi Tiéu Ky nghiéng ra, gam 1én, “DPuwa tay cho ta!”.

Ao giap hin ddm méu, nghiém nghj sinh uy, day mét 1a quyét tdm khong
dé nguwoi khac khang cy — trong phtit sinh ti, toi khong thé chan chg, dot
nhién hiéu 9, ra sitc dwa tay nam lay tay han.

Chi bac bén héng dot nhién bi kéo cang, trong khoanh khac, mét luong
sang nhw lua dai chém xuong!

Co6 thanh am xwong gay lia gion nhw do6 s va.
Mot chum mau dé twoi phun ra tung tée day mat.

Tiéng kéu tham thiét cia Ha Lan Cham vang lén, than nguwoi han nhanh
choéng roi xuong duédi cau.

Ban tay dang cam tay toi chot dung Iyc manh nhac ngwoi t6i 1én khong.

Luc kéo vé, toi va han cung nhau nga vé phia sau.
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T6i ngd vao mot 16ng ngwe dm ap.

DPai ngoc bén hong van an toan, dau bén kia ctia bé chi bac nam trong
mot ban tay, ban tay bi chém gay cua Ha Lan Cham!

Tiéu Ky mot kiém chat diet ban tay nam chi bac cia Ha Lan Cham!

“T6t r6i, khong c6 chuyén gi...”, mot giong noi tram 4m vang 1én bén tai
t0i, d6i ban tay thao dai lvng trén hong xudng.

To6i kinh ngac ngang dau, muon nhin ré dung nhan cta han, lai chi thay
trén nguwoi, trén tay, khap noi déu la mau... Trong troi dat cling 1a mot man
mau do tuwoi...

Ltra, mot bién Itra mau xanh biéc bao phu troi dat, tiéng gi6 vu vu thoi
qua bén tai, bong nhién mét luong sang trén luwdi ki€m xet qua, khong gian

ngap trong mau mau do, bién mau dé twoi dang 1én, sap nhan chim...

Toi c6 gang gidy dua, than tri dan dan thanh tinh, nhuwng khong thé mé&
mat noi.

Phang phat nhu toan than chim trong bién Itta, dau dén vo cung, vira khé
dong da cam thdy dau don xé tam can.

Vai lan thoang tinh r6i lai ngua lim di.

Trong mong mo ho thady doi mat tham thiy dwdi anh Itvra sang quac, chiéu
thang dén long ngudi, lai mo ho c6 mot doéi ban tay am ap thi thoang dat
1én tran t0i; trong anh trang ma, la ai cti dau cat 10i n6i chuyén véi t6i?

Toi khong nghe r6 han néi gi, chi nghe dwoc giong néi ctia han, trong
long lién dan dan binh an tré lai.

Mot lan nita tinh lai, t6i rét cudc cling cé thé mé mat ra.
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Rém bén giwvdng budng xudng, dwdi anh nén, khong gian tran ngap mui
thudc.

Toi hit sdu mot hoi, cham vao chan bong dm ap trén ngwdi mdi tin rang
minh khong phai dang ¢ trong mong.

MGt chuoi nhitng ac mong da qua, gio phiit nay t6i binh yén nam trén
givong, da an toan.

Khi ndy & trong mong c6 sac mau, bong kiém, tiéng gi6é gao thét... Toi
bong nhién run 1én, nhé t6i trong miéng tran day mau; nhé t6i kiém quang
ngang doc, dao lwét gié xet qua téc mai; nhé téi than minh roi xuong, lo
ltrng trong hw khong... Nh& tdi canh tay kien dinh kia.

Mot khac dy, than thé t6i nhw canh gay, sap roi vao vure sau chét chdc, la
mot kiém kia chat ditt sgi day ndi tGi cai chét, doat lai toi trén duong téi
hoang tuyén, tr§ vé trong long nguwc am ap.

Bén ngoai rem c6 bong nguoi lay dong.

Mot giong ndi quen thudc tram am vang dén, “Vwong phi da tinh lai lan
nao chwa?”.

“Ho6i bam Vwong gia, thuwong thé ctia Vwong phi da c6 chuyén bién t6t
dep nhung than tri con chwa thanh tinh”, giong néi ctia mét ong gia dap lai.

“Pa ba ngay...”, giong ndi lo lang cta Tiéu Ky cat ngang, “Mat chwéng
kia chang lé da da thvong t&i tam mach?”.

“Vuong gia chd lo, mot chuwdng kia chi da thuwong & diém yéu, lyc chi
dung ba phan, khong ton hai t6i tdm mach. Chi la mach ctia Vwong phi kha
yéu, ton thuwong téi bénh cii tich tu da 1au, khong thé dung thudc qua voi
vang, néu khong sé bi phan tac dung”.

https://thuviensach.vn



Phia ngoai mot ldc 1au khéng c6 tiéng dong, chi c6 mui thudc néng nac
toa khap, toi gang sitc gio tay 1én muon vén rem lai khong cé chat site Iyc
nao ca.

Chi nghe mot tiéng thd dai tram tram, “Néu mot chwéng kia Ha Lan
Cham dung toan lyc, chi s¢g nang da khong con...”.

“Vuong phi cat nhan thién twéng, nhat dinh c6 thé gap dit hoa lanh”, mot
giong noi khac, khong phai caa Tiéu Ky, cling khong phéi cta ong gia kia.

“Lan nay ta da khinh dich r6i, lic nay nghi dén, van c6 cam giac sg
hai...”, trong giong ndi 16 ra nu cudi tw giéu, “Hoai n, chac nguai cling

khong nghi téi, ta vao sinh ra t, than trai qua vo so tran chién nhung lai cé
Itac sg”.

“Mat twdng chi biét 1a, quan tam sé bi loan”.

Tiéu Ky cti dau cwdi mot tiéng.

“Vuong gia, du nghiét Ha Lan kia...”.

“Puogc roi, chuyén nay ngay mai lai ban, nguwoi lui ra di”.
“Vang”.

Bén ngoai khéng con tiéng dong nita, yén lang mot lic lau.

T6i nhin vé phia réem trudc givong, mo ho thdy mot than anh cao ngat,
nhan nhat ditng bén ngoai binh phong*, nhw bitc twong khac.

*Binh phong: man che

Dang hinh kia ditng yén bat dong, twra h6 nhw dang ngam nhin vao bén
trong binh phong.
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Toi cling lang 1ang ngam nhin than anh ngoai binh phong cta han.

Quan tam sé bi loan, nam chit nay xuat hién trong dau, hai go ma bat
giac nong len.
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Binh phong khé dong, c6 tiéng nhuv tiéng chau ngoc va vao nhau vang
1én, han di nhanh vao trong binh phong, than dnh anh 1én rém che.

Toi nghiéng dau nhin han, trong long cang thang, tim dap thinh thich, twa
nhw c6 chut lo so.

Han diéng yén khong néi gi, chi lang lang nhin qua rem.

Troi thang nam, réem che da dugc do6i sang loai méng nhe hon, ngwdi bén
ngoai nhu bi cach b&i mot 16p khoi swong day.

T6i nhin han, mo ho chi thdy bong hinh; han nhin t6i, e la cling khong r6
dién mao.

Thi nit lang 1& lui ra ngoai, mot phong yén tinh, mui thudc tran ngap.
Han gio tay, chan chit cham vao rém, lai khong nhac 1én.

Toi khong biét lam sao, c6 chit luéng cudng, nhat thdi mo hoi toat ra day
tay.

“Ta c6 then v6i nang”, han bong nhién néi.

Giong n6i han cham rai tram thap lai khién long t6i cing lai, nin thé
nghe han néi.
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“Vwong phi, ta biét nang da tinh lai... Xin 16i nang, néu nhw nang bang
long cho ta co hoi bu dap thi 1én tiéng; néu khong thé tha thit cho ta, Tiéu
Ky tu then, tat sé khong qudy nhiéu nita, chd sau khi thirong thé ciia nang
khoi han ta sé 1ap tirc cho nguwdi dwa nang trd vé kinh”.

Mot cau néi day 1én ngan dot séng, toi lang lang nghe, day 1ong nhu c6
gi6 manh thoi, may cudn, mwa tudn x6i xa.

Khong doi téi chat van trach méc, han da ty nhan “cé then”, n6i mot 10i
“xin 16i”, khién day long t6i chua x6t xtic dong, tat ca moi tw vi cam xuc
déu hoa vao nhau; tham chi t6i con chwa nghi t&i sé phai doi mat v6i han
thé nao, do6i mat véi an oan nang né ra sao, han da ty dat ra cho toi hai lya
chon — t6i chi can chon hodc 1a 1én tiéng, hodc la im lang, chinh la Iva chon
tha thir hoac roi di.

Sao ma don gian.
Thure sy don gian nhu thé sao?

Céach nhau mot tdim man che, t6i binh tinh nhin, khong phan biét rd
nhitng cdm xudc cda ban than rét cude la han hay khong han.

Han diéng & trudc givdng, chap tay tram mac, khong nhin vao nita.
Moét phong yén tinh, anh sang loang 16, chi c6 khoi tram hwong lwon 10.

Mot con nguwdi sao ma quyét tuyét, sao ma ba dao, hoac la tha thi, hoac
la roi di, khong cho toi them mot lwa chon nao khac. T6i nén tirc gian,
nhuwng liva chon ma han danh cho t6i, hodc tha thit, hodc thu han lai giong
v&i suy nghi ctda toi. Toi chwa ti'ng nghi rang minh sé chon con dwong di
nao khac ngoai chiing — gio khac nay, ching téi lai an y dén nhu vay.

Han da ding d6 mot hoi 1au, chd doi sw lwa chon cua toi, chd doi toi ma
miéng ndi véi han, hodc tiép tuc tram mac.
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Nhin than anh mo ho6 ctia han, hang ngan hang van noi niém tat ca déu
héa thanh tiéng thé dai.

Han xoay ngudi, nhin sang phia toi, tdim rém che khién t6i chi cdm nhan
dwgc duy nhat anh mat voi va xuyén qua.

T6i nhat thoi ngay ngwoi, bi anh mat cia han lam cho quén ca thd, quén
ludn ca cat tiéng.

Yén lang giang co choc 1at, han khéng néi mot 161, qua quyét xoay nguoi
di.

“Tiéu Ky”, toi bat thot 1én goi tén han.

Nhung vira cat tiéng mdi biét giong n6i cia minh khan khan, sttc Ivc yéu
Ot, ngay ca ban than minh cting khong nghe ro.

Han khong nghe thay, van budc ra ngoai, trong nhay mat da sap ra khoi
binh phong.

Toi tic gian, gang hét sttc hét 1én: “Ding lai!”.

Than anh kia dirng lai, dot nhién 1& budc, kinh ngac quay dau, “Nang,
goi ta dung lai?”.

Mot tiéng nay hao tén hét khi lwc, dong dén vét thuong trén ngure, toi dau
dén khong noi nén 10i.

Han sai bwdc nhanh t6i, bong nhién vén rém lén.

Anh sang chot dap vao mit, toi nhiu may ngudc 1én, 4nh mit roi thing
vao mot doi con nguwoi sau trong — ddi mat nay, chinh la déi mat nay da
xuyén thau long to6i khi toi lo Ittng trén khong, trong Iic hon mé khong

ngirng xet qua nhu ¢ thé hiéu thau sinh t, chit chita dau thwong vui
mirng, dep hét nhitng séng gi6 trong long.

https://thuviensach.vn



Gio phut nay doi mat ay t6i tam, sau khong thay day, twa nhw bi bao phua
bd&i mot tang swong mu day dac.

Bon mat nhin nhau, that than.

“Khong nén ctr dong”, han nhiu may, gitt 1ay dau vai toi, quay dau goi
dai phu va thi nit dén.

Dai phu, y thi, thi nit v6i va di vao, ca phong ngudi ban bung thudc rét
nuwdc, nguwoi bat mach van an, bén tai la nhitng trang chic tung.

Luwong trede duge bo dang ctia minh Iic nay nhat dinh rat thdm dam khé
coi, toi quay dau huwéng vao trong, khong muon bi han thay.

Pai phu bat mach trong choc 14t, 1én tiéng chic mirng t6i binh phuc. Y
thi bung thudc 1én, hai thi nit nita dinh d& t6i day.

Lai nghe han néi: “Pwa thudc cho ta”.

Han ngo6i xuéng bén giwong, vo cung can than do tdi day, dé tdi dwa vao
tredc ngue han.

Hoi théd nam ti* xa la ma manh liét vay quanh t6i, qua 16p vai 40 mao ho
con cam thay dwoc nhiét do co thé han.

“Thu thai nhw vay sao?”, han d& 1ay vai t6i, cdi dau ngam nhin t6i, anh
mat 6n hoa cham chu.

Toi chgt cam thay gwong mat néng 1én, cudng quyt chuyén tam mat
xuong thap, khong ddm nhin han. Mot Ian bi da thuwong lai khién t6i tré nén
nhat gan nhw vay? Toi cii dau, chgt thay c6 chit buec titc, tai sao t6i phai sg
han?... Nhat thoi budng binh va kiéu ngao khi xwa tim dén, t6i dot nhién
ngang dau, dén nhan anh mat cda han.
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Thi ra han nhw thé nay... Ngii quan tinh té, 16ng may ram lwoi kiém, doi
mat sau, moi mong, khong gian ma ty uy.

“Nhin da chwa?”, han nhin t6i, khong gidu vé ché nhao, “Nhin du r6i thi
uong thudc nao”.

Hai tai cling nong lén roi, e rang khuon mat da dé tng.
“Nhu thé nao?”, han mim cwoi nhin.
T6i nhe nhang quay dau noi, “Ciing khéng c6 ba dau sau tay”.

Han cao giong cwoi 16n, cam bat thudc dwa t¢i miéng toi, vira nhin toi
uong lai vira vo nhe phia sau luwng, c6 vé vung ve.

To6i cii dau uéng thudc, sau lwng cam giac dwgc long ban tay am ap cda
han, trong long khong hiéu tai sao ma mém mai, tira nhw mat nwéc.

Thuoc rat dang, t6i cau may udng xong, 1ap tirc quay dau noi, “Nuéc

A4

mat”.

“Cai gi?”, han ngac nhién, toi cling ngdy nguoi... Thuwong ngay & nha,
mau than biét t6i s¢ dang, moi lan cho t6i uong thuéc déu chuan bi san
nuwdc mat ong pha tuyét lién. Toi cui dau, nhé téi mau than, phu than, ca ca,
nwdc mat khong kim dwgc ma trao ra.

Nuwdc mat roi xuong, dong lai trén mu ban tay han.

Mot dwong hung hiém, Iic mang treo sgi toc toi cling chua tirng roi 1€. ..
Vay ma lic nay, & treéc mat han, toi lai khong kiém ché duwgc nwdc mat.

Han tram madc, dé bat thuoc xudng, gio tay 1én lau niwéc mat cho toi.

Ngén tay cham vao mat, t6i run 1én, nhung ngay sau do lién cti dau, dé
madc cho ngén tay thoé rap cia han cham trén da.
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“Khong c6 chuyén gi”, han diu dang noéi, “Thudc dang da tat, nga mot
gidc tinh lai thwong thé sé chuyén bién tét hon”.

Trong miéng van con cam giac dang, nhwng trong long lai khong con
chua x6t ma chot thay am 4p.

“Ngu di”, han dat t6i xuéng goi, cam lay tay toi, hoi am dan dan truyén
vao tr long ban tay... T6i c6 chit hodng hot, khong biét la do tac dung cta
thu6c hay la do giadc cua ban than, trdc mat mo hé nhin thdy T Dam lic
nho ditng bén giwong kiéng chan lén so tran toi, guc ¢ bén tai toi nhé giong
noi, “A Vi mudi muoi, mau khoe lai di”.

C6 cam giac nghen dang noi c6 hong, toi mé mat, lai thay T Dam dan
dan bién mat, gwong mat Tiéu Ky dan dan hién ra.

Thaoi khac nay, la ai dang vo vé tran t6i, ai dang nam chat tay toi...

Sau mdy ngay mét nhoc, t6i ngi mé man, noi thwong c6 vé nhw moi ngay
déu chuyén bién tot dep hon.

Thi thoang tinh lai choc lat, t6i sé chd nghe dwoc tin tivc caa Tiéu Ky twr
dam thi ni.

Nhung 1a han ciing chua tirng tdi thém lan nao tir ngay hém Ay.

Chi c6 mot twéng quan ho Tong ngay ngay phung ménh tGi day héi tham
y thi r6i bao tinh hinh cta t6i cho Tiéu Ky.

Thi nit néi Vuong gia bon ron viéc quan... Téi mdc nhién chap nhan,
cling khéng 1o dw vi an giau trong day long la gi, khong biét c6 phai cam
giac mat mat hay khong.

C6 Ié t6i van khong nén con mong dgi, c6 1€ khong c6 gi thay doi ca, han
van 1a han, t6i van la toi.
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Sau khi tinh lai, c6 hai chuyén ma t6i rat muon biét: mdt la trong kinh da
biét tin t6i thoat khdi nguy hiém chwa, cha me da an tdm chwa, hai la dam
ngwoi Ha Lan Cham c6 phai dén toi hay khong. Hom d6, Ha Lan Cham cut
tay roi xuong dwdi cau, bo dang tham thiét van ré rang tridc mat t6i. Luc
ay dirng trén cau, bi roi xuoéng theo han, trong long to6i tran day thu han va
sat y. Chi can nghi dén nhitng ap birc va lang nhuc doc dwdng di déu do
han ban tdng, t6i cling han han.

Dén nay trén c6, trén canh tay van con dau vét bi han da thwong, noi
thwong sau khi chiu mot chuwéng cia han con chwa khai.

Trong con a&c mdng lic hon mé, t6i thi thoang lai thdy than anh bach y
tiéu diéu kia, nhin thay han toan than dam mau, roi xuéng virc sdu khong
day. Vach da cao nhw vay, lai bi chém ditt mot ban tay... Pén gio han da la
mot dong xuwong trang.

Song, t6i nhd dugc 10i dai phu, “May ma mot chuwéng nay khong dung
hét toan bo lyc dao, néu khong...”.

Trong con phan no dién cuong, han lai chi dung ba phan noi lyc. T6i
khong biét vi sao han ha tha lwu tinh, cling khong biét cé phai mot khac kia
la Iwvong tam han hoéi phuc chang? Nhitng nghi van nay, vinh vién t6i cling
khong thé biét dwgc dap an, chi la moi Ian nhé t6i mot chwdng ay, han y lic
dau thé phai giét han da dan giam di, chi con lai thwong hai va buén ba.

T6i nhG dugce, ngay hom ay da chét rat nhiéu nguoi.

Pau tién la sy giét choc trén gido truong, kham sai triéu dinh mat mang
tai cho; tiép do la trén con dwong ndi nho, Tiéu Ky mot nguwoi da lién tiép
giét chét ba nguwdi, mii tén xuyén thing c6 hong, dau roi khoi than, con
khién mot nguwdi mat tay, mau néng ban tung tée... T ltic chao doi tdi nay
toi chua tirng thay qua, tham chi cling chwa titng nghi tGi canh twgng nhw
vay.
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Tan mat nhin thdy mot man ay, t6i khong bat tinh, cting khong kinh s¢
hoang hon.

Truwdc kia di san nai trong vieon ngy uyén, con nai dau tién bi ca ca ban
ha, dang 1én. Thai t& phi Ta Uyén Dung nhin thay lién ngat xiu, hoang
thugng cam than néi Thai tv phi nhan hau, co6 co lai xem thuong.

Theo cach nghi nhu vay, co € 1a toi vo tam.

Kham sai triéu dinh thong dong véi gidac ngoai xam bat coc Vwong phi,
hanh thich Dy Chwong Vwong that bai bé minh... Xay ra dai sw nhu vay,
triéu dinh chan dong, trong kinh chi sg da ndi séng gi6. Tiéu Ky sé thugng
tau nhw thé nao? Phu than &ng doéi ra sao? Co co x1 tri ra sao?

T6i méc du than tri hon mé nhwng trong 1ong hiéu dwoc cé rat nhiéu sy
cd xay ra, khi can nhac qua lai sé c6 mot cam giac gi d6 mo ho khong 10,
nhu thé c6 chuyén rét trong dai giau diém bén trong. Ma t6i khong biét bat
ctr diéu gi, moi nguwoi cling khong hay biét.

Tiéu Ky khong dén, tbi chi c6 thé hoi tham nhitng thi ty bén canh.

Nhwng nhitng ngwdi nay chi biét dap lai t6i dung hai cau, hodc la “N6 ty
tudn ménh”, hodc la “N6 ty khong biét, n6 ty dang chét!”.

Mot dam nin thd thanh am run ray, coi t6i nhw ho sdi, that khong biét
thwong ngay Tiéu Ky nghiém khac qudn ra sao.

Chi c6 mot tiéu nha dau mat tron to, con nhdé nén hoat bat, thi thoang c6
thé tan déc véi t6i nhuwng déu la hoéi gi ndi nay.

Thuyre phién muon, toi chgt phat hién ra minh rat nhd Cam Nhi.

Sau khi gap nan @ Huy Chau, t6i da that lac mat nang, khong biét nang &
lai Huy Chau hay da bi dudi vé kinh.
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Pém xudng, t0i trra dau giwong doc sach, dwgc mat lic thi cam thdy mét
moi, dang dinh nham mat lai nghe thdy mot loat tiéng quy bén ngoai.

Trong tiéng kim loai va vao nhau cé tiéng giay 16p cOp tién vao trong
phong, giong néi cua Tiéu Ky vang 1én ngoai binh phong: “Vwong phi dang
ngu?”.

“Ho6i bam Vwong gia, Vuwong phi dang doc sach”.

Han dot nhién dén khién t6i nhat thdi béi roi, khong biét nén ng xt ra
sao, v0i vang dat sach xuéng, nham mat vd ngu say.

“Nguoi dang muon lam gi?”, Tiéu Ky dirng buwdc ¢ bén ngoai.
“Bam Vuong gia, no ty dang muon doéi thuoc cho Vuong phi”.
“Lui ra”, Tiéu Ky ngirng lai md6t chut, lai néi, “Pwa thuéc cho ta”.

Toan bo thi ty ra khoi phong, trong can phong yén tinh nghe duoc ca
tiéng ho hap.

Rém giwong bi nhac 1én, han ng6i xudng bén givong, gan toi trong gang
tac.

T6i nham hai mat nhwng van cam nhéan dwgc anh mat birc ngwoi caa han.

DPau vai chgt lanh, chan bi vén ra, han vach c6 do t6i, ngén tay cham vao
vét thwong trén vai.

Ngén tay han cham vao da thit, trong choc 14t, than thé t6i khé run 1én,
mau toan than tia ho trong khoanh khac da xong hét 1én nao, hai go ma
néng dan. Bén tai nghe dwoc tiéng cwoi thap cta han, “Thi ra cé nguoi
dang ngu cling do6 mat?”.
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To6i bong nhién mdé mat, bi anh mat cda han chiéu vao khién toan than
déu néng nhuw lira dot.

T6i xau ho né tranh tay han, kéo chan lai chan & trudc nguc.

Han cwdi to, anh mat khong chit kiéng ky quét qua toi, dot nhién dwa tay
bat 14y c6 tay t0i.

Toi thap giong kéu 1én, vét thiwong xanh tim trén c6 tay bi han cam tr@
nén dau nhtrc.

Tiéu Ky budng tay, nu cwdi trén mdt dan mat di, nhe giong hoi toi, “Bon
ho dung hinh v&i nang?”.

“Chi 1a ton thwong da thit, cting khong ton hai gi”, t6i rit tay veé, lai thay
anh mat han lanh nhu swong, sat y nhu [wdi dao sac.

To6i cé kinh khong néi nén 101, phang phat bi han khi dong cing lai.

“Pé ta nhin xem”, Tiéu Ky mat khong doi sac, dot nhién kéo téi qua, mé&
vat ao ra.

Toi that kinh ngdy nguai, lai thdy anh mat lanh thdu xwong cia han, quén
ca phan khang.

Anh dén chap chon, than thé 16 ra trwede mét han, toi chi midc mét chiéc
ao 16t mong, gan nhu khong che dugc gi.

Thay trén ngwoi toi khong cé nhiéu vét thwong han méi budng ra, che lai
vat 4o cho t0i, than nhién néi, “Khdng sao la tot roi, néu nhw han ddm dung
hinh v&i nang, mudi bay nguwdi Ha Lan kia cling khong can chét toan thay”.

Han noi rat tho o, trong khi t6i lai chan dong, run s¢ m6t khac méi thap
giong hoi han, “Nhitng tr si Ha Lan kia chang déu du6i theo dwgc?”.
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T6i nhé ngay hom 4y han da nhan 10i v6i Ha Lan Cham rang sé khong
cho tam quan truy kich.

“Chung la gidc cé, dau can diéu dong tam quan”, han lanh nhat noi,
“Nguoi Dot Quyét da sém vay & bién gidi, lam sao c6 thé tha bon ho di

»

qua”.

“Ha Lan Cham khéng phai con ctia B4t Quyét Vwong sao?”, tdi ngac
nhién.

Tiéu Ky cuwdi mot tiéng, “Khong sai, dang tiéc Dot Quyét con c6 mot Hot
Lan Vwong thién chién — dwong huynh ctia Ha Lan Cham, chau ctia Bot
Quyét Vuong”.

“Kho trach chang sé biét dugc ké hoach cua Ha Lan Cham”, t6i chgt hiéu
ra, han ti* 4o xam kia mot duong di theo, theo ly chi c6 thé nam dwgc hanh
tung chit khong biét ké hoach cia Ha Lan Cham. Thi ra la ndi gian thuc sw
la ngudi ctia bon han, 1a huynh dé Ha Lan Cham ban ditng han, 1a Hot Lan
Vuong cung tranh gianh vieong vi véi han.

T6i nhat thoi khong rét ma run.

Ha Lan Cham cho rang c6 noi gian & kham sai, khong nghi téi Tiéu Ky
da s6m lién thu véi Hot Lan Vuong.

M0o6t hoi déu 1a toan tinh, noi noi la sat co, ai di sai mot buwdc sé tan
xwong nat thit.

Tiéu Ky, Ha Lan Cham, Tt Thu... bon ho cling déu doi mat véi nhitng
cai bay dang so.

Toi kinh ngac nhin Tiéu Ky, chi cdm thay anh mat han cang nhin cang
sau, sau khong thay day.
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Han cling dwa mat nhin t6i, mim cwoi, “Sg ta sao?”.
Mot d6i mat vira mdi lanh 1€o thau xwong gio nhu tuyét tan ra.

T6i sg han sao? Nam d6 ding xa xa thay han cuwdi ngwa vao Triéu Duong
mon toi da twng sq.

Nhung hom nay gan han trong gang tac, cung han chung sinh t, nhin
han giét nguwoi tredc mat. .. t6i con sg sao?

T6i nhuwdéng may nhin, chuyén cii hién hién trong long, moi tw vi déu day
du.

“Khong, ta han chang”, t6i nhin thang vao han.

Anh mét hin ngung dong, nhung ngay sau do lai cudi, “Piing, ta thuc
dang han”.

Ngay ca mot cau gidi thich cling khong c6, han ci nhw vay thira nhan
khién t6i bong nhién citng hong.

“Chang c6 10i gi mudn ndi véi ta chang?”, téi can moi, viéc da dén nwdc
nay roi thi ¢ cho nhau mot co hoi vay.

“Nang muon biét cai gi?”, khong ngd han lai hoéi ngugc lai téi nhw thé.
Ltra gian boc 1én, t6i v cling phan nd, chuyén mat nhin nu cwoi caa han.

bém dong phong nam do6, han ra di khong tir gid, van thiéu t6i mot 1oi
giai thich.

Toi khong can han dén bu cai gi, nhung 10i gidi thich nay danh cho ton
nghiém cua toi, ton nghiém gia toc toi.

Sau ba nam, thit t6i khong quén dwgc chi cé diéu nay.
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T6i nhin nu cwdi cta han, gian qua héa cwdi, cham rai néi, “Ta thiéu ng
chang mot th, hom nay tang lai chang”.

Tiéu Ky thoang giat minh, nu cwdi khong tat, “La cai gi?”.

To6i dwra gan vao han, yéu 6t nhuwédng may, bong nhién gio tay giang
xudng mot cai tat.

Cai tat nay dung hét sic lyc cta toi, roi tring vao ma trai cta han.

Han lang nguwoi chiu cai tat nay, khong hé né tranh, anh mat dot nguoi
huéng tGi gwong mat toi.

Hai bén gidng co, trén mdt han dan dan hién ra dau tay do, vé mat cuwoi
ma nhv khong.

“Pay von la thit ta mudn tang chang dém dién ra hon 1€, khong ngo lai
no lau nhw vay”, tdi ngira mat nhin thang han, ban tay dau rat nhung trong
long vo cung thodi mai, han khong thé cuwdi thanh tiéng.

“Da ta, hién tai ching ta da thanh todn xong”, han nhéch méi, y cuoi
cang lic cang sau, chgt cam 1y ban tay t6i, 1at 1én nhin thoang qua, thay
long ban tay do birng sung 1én lién bat cuoi, “Vét thwong cii chwa khéi da
c6 vét thwong mai”.

To6i gian dir tranh thoat khong duwgc, lai thdy anh mat han trugt ti khudn
madt t0i tdi tredc nguwe — lic nay mai dot nhién phat hién ra, vat do toi nira
md, ngwe bi han nhin thay.

“Nguoi vo si!”, toi xau ho gian dir khong c6 cho tron, ma tay luon bi han
khong ché, khong thé tranh thoat.

Han thd dai, mot tay gitt chat toi, mot tay cam thudc md 1én, “Néu con
16n x0n nita ta chi danh 16t sach quan 4o dé boi thudc thoi”.
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Toi tin twéng rang han ndi dugc la lam dwgc, chi can chdt moi khong
dam dong day.

Ngon tay han chdm thudc, can than boi 1én vét thuwong trén ba vai, co tay
toi. Vét thwong da khép lai nhung van c6 chit dau. Tay han dirng lai trén da
thit, chdm rai xoa thudc, ngwa ngia... Tt dau téi cudi han van giit nu cuwoi
mim nhin toi.

Ltc thi nit boi thudc toi chwra tirng cam thay phién toai nhw vay, nhat
dinh 1a han c6 y choc gheo t6i.

T6i chdm cham nhin han, chdn nén im lang.

Han liéc t6i mot cai, anh mat day y t¢, “Hung han nhw vay... rat tot,
ménh da dinh phai ga vao twéng mon”.

Chia tay Ha Lan Cham, chiing ta bat dau di vao cau chuyén ctia hai nhan
vat chinh. Sé la m&t con dwong dai day chong gai, nhung tinh cdm cta ho
that dep, that khién ngwoi ta cam dong.

Hehe, A Vii gap Tiéu Ky mdy lan thé ma Mi ty c¢ ém hang, chd mai cho
tGi lic song yén bién lang mgi dé A Vii nhin ky phu quan r6i phun ra mot

cau rat hay ho: “Ciing khong cé ba dau sau tay”. :D

Moi ngudi van chura biét nhiéu vé Tt Dam nhi? Ro6i anh sé xuat hién :)
Chi mu6n cam than mot chit vé Ha Lan Cham, néu anh dy duwgc sinh ra va
16n 1én giong nhw T Pam thi c6 1€ anh sé trg thanh T Dam thi 2
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Anh nén lay dong, chiéu than anh hén 1én tdm rém, lic sang lic téi.

To6i bat dac di nghiéng mat, khong nhin han, cling khong dam giay dua
nita, dé€ mac han tuy y béi thudc.

Lic nay da gan khuya, rém giwong buong, nén sap chay hét, trong phong
chi c6 m6t minh t6i va han. Tinh canh nhw vay, t6i lai con quan 4o x0c
xéch, da thit bi han cham vao... Ngay ca da lam phu thé trén danh nghia ba
nam, t6i van khong cé cach nao kiém ché noi su lo s¢ nghi hoac ldc nay,
ngon tay da am tham xodn nhau mot goc chan.

Tiéu Ky khéng néi mot 101, thi thodng li€c toi mot cai, than sac cuwdi ma
nhw khong kia khién t6i béi rdi, sau tai néng nhu c6 Itra thiéu.

“Xuobng giwong di lai chit di”, han c nhw vay 6m t6i xuéng giwong.

Chan vira cham dat da cam thay toan than mém nhiin vo luwc, phéi dva
vao canh tay han.

“Nang nam dé qua lau r6i”, Tiéu Ky cudi cwoi, “Néu noi thwong da do
thi gio 6 thé di lai mot chit, nam 1au cling khéng c6 ich gi”.

T6i nguwdc mat liéc han mot cai, cam thay vo cung méi mé, kinh ngac.
Thud nhé bai vi yéu &t, moi khi co gio rét tran vé la nguwdi bén canh déu rat
can than, m& miéng ra la ndi téi can tinh dudng, chwa tirng c6 ai tuy tién
nhw han, rat dung tinh t6i.
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Han do toi dén trudc clra so, ty tay day canh ctra ra, gié dém lap tic thoi
vao mang theo mui dat &m hoa v&i mui thom ctia c6 cay.

T6i co vai lai, mac du cam thay lanh nhung van tham lam hit sdu mot
hoi. Pa rat 1au r6i toi chwa dugce tan huwdng gié dém twoi mat nhw vay.

Trén vai chot thay 4m ap, Tiéu Ky da cdi 4o khoac bén ngoai xuéng bao
chat 1ay toi.
Toi citng do, ca nguwoi ¢ trong vong tay han, trong chiéc 4o 16ng ctru day,

bi hoi thé nam tr ddc biét nong dam toa ra vay quanh.

To6i chwa bao gid biét, hoi thd nam tr 1a nhw vay... Khong phan biét
dwgc rd mui vi, chi la am 4p nhw d&nh mat troi nhw dva toi téi gitta budi trwva
ric rd anh nang vang, nhé lung ngua roi da, nhé bao céat dai van dam.

T6i nhé dwge mui hwong cia ca ca va T Pam, ca ca thich hwong cay té
tan, Tt BPam dung hvong moc lan. Trong liac ho ¢t dong ludn tda ra mot
mui thom nhe nhang. Nhitng nha quyén quy trong kinh con st dung huong
liéu Tay Vuc, cé ty nit xinh dep nhé tudi phu trach viéc diéu hwong. Ngay
ca Ha Lan Cham la nam t¥ di tdc, trén ao cting c6 mui huan hvong.

Duy chi c6 Tiéu Ky khong cé. O trén than ngudi ndy, téi khong thay c6
bat ky cdm gidc mém mai nao, tat ca la sy diing manh sac nhon an chita bén
trong.

Trang thanh, gié mat, nguoi co quanh.
T6i dwong nhw nghe thay tiéng tréng nguwc cia minh, cé chit hodng hét.

“Ta khong lanh”, t6i 1ay hét diing khi m& miéng, muoén tranh thoat khéi
vong tay han, tranh thoat khoanh khac tim dap loan nhip nay.

Han cui dau nhin, anh mat sdu khong thay day.
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“Tai sao khong héi ta may ngay nay di dau”, han cwdi nhung guwong mat
khong mang y cuoi.

M¢i lic ndy thay han bo dang phong tran* mét méi, mot than ao giap,
guong mat ué odi, toi da doan duwgc han di xa méi ve.

*Phong tran: di dwdng mét nhoc
DPay dai khai 1a nguyén nhan may ngay vira r6i han khong tgi tham toi.

Nhung néu han mudn dé cho toi biét thi da thong bao trwdc, h6m nay
md&i dén hoi toi, la mudn do xét tam tw chang?
To6i lanh lung chuyén tam mat, “Vwong gia dwong nhién la ban chuyén...

quan vu, ta hoi t6i lam chi?”.

Tiéu Ky nhéch khée moi, “Ta khong thich ngudi miéng n6éi mot dang
long nghi mot néo”.

“That khong?”, t6i cudi mot tiéng, khé ngira mat dé gié dém thoi qua,
“Ta con twdng rang nam ti¢ ti' cho minh bat pham phan 16n déu thich nhitng
nit t& nhw vay”.

Han ngan ra, chot bat cudi 16n, tiéng cuwdi sang sang vang vong trong
dem khuya tinh mich.

To6i cling mim cwoi, ngwdc mat lang lang nhin, trong long khong khaéi lay
dong.

Nhin guwong mat ay, t6i dot nhién cdm thdy dang vé hao sang.

Cho du bo di quyén vi va danh vong, bo di luong sang cho6i mat trén
nguoi, chi noi rieng vé phong nghi khi chat, han ciing 1a m6t nam nhan vo
cung xudt sac.
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Cai goi la anh hung my nhan, thi ra cing khong phai la do van nhan bia
dat.

Néu khong c6 hon 1é nam d6, néu hom nay t6i va han méi gap nhau, néu
t0i chua titng quen T Pam... ching t6i c6 thé vira gap da thuong, hoan
thanh giai thoai anh hung my nhan nay chang?

Song thé sy tréu nguwdi, moi nhan duyén nay tr khi bat dau da khong
duwoc vien man.

Ngay tot canh dep trwdc mat khién t6i khong nd danh vo, mac du chi ton
tai trong choc lat cling da du.

T6i mim chadt moi, nhitng 16i n6i nhw thé tir ngan nam xwa tim tdi... ngap
ngirng khong cat 1én dugc.

Néu nhu im lang khong dé cap téi chuyén xwa, hét thay déu bat dau twr
thoi khac nay, ching t6i sé thé nao?

Gio6 dém hoi lanh.

Tiéu Ky di tGi bén ctra s0, khép canh ctra lai, ditng quay lung vé phia t6i,
thd 0 no6i, “Hai ngay nay ta téi mot thon x6m hoang vang noi bién gigi”.

T6i ngoi xudng bén ban, dong ndo suy nghi, hiéu dwgc vai phan.
“La di gdap mot ké thu ddc biét?”, toi nhiu may nhin.
Tiéu Ky xoay nguoi, mim cwoi nhin toi, “Cai gi la ké thu dac biét?”.

Toi dwa mat xudng thap, khong biét c6 nén néi cho han cach nhin caa
minh hay khong, do dy chdc lat lai van mé& miéng, “Cé doi khi ké thu co6
thé trd thanh dong minh, ban bé ciing c6 thé trd thanh dich thu”.
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“Khong té”, Tiéu Ky gat dau cwdi mim, giong diéu tan thuong, “Ngudi
nay dung la ké dich cua ta”.

Han qua thyc di gap Hot Lan, kho trach mdy ngay khong thay bong
dang, nguoi trong Vwong phu chi biét han di lam viéc quan, khong biét han
& dau. Chu sodi bi mat di gap tén dau so bén dich, néu truyén ra ngoai
chinh la trong toi thong dong véi dich, hanh tung chuyén di nay dwong
nhién khong thé tiét 10.

T6i nhiu may néi, “Tw Thu da chét, Ha Lan dén t0i, tat ca chitng c
pham t0i déu da ro rang, vi sao con phai di chuyén nay?”.

Han ciing khong tra 161, ddy mat la nu cudi an chiva vé cao tham kho
lwong, con c6 vai phan vui mirng.

Song t6i thue s khong ro, cho du trong tay H6t Lan Vwong kia cé chitng
ct pham t0i v6 cuing quan trong khac, han cling chi can gi mat ham, sai
nguwoi mang tdi la da, can gi phai mao hiém téi mirc dé, tw minh di gap Dot
Quyét Vwong tir kia?

Hay la hdn c6 sy tinh toan khac?

“Nang doan ding mot ntta, lai doan sai ngwoi”, Tieu Ky cuoi noi, “Ké
thu dac biét nay khong phai la Hot Lan”.

Toi ngo ngan, lai nghe han than nhién noi, “Ho6t Lan nay diing manh
thién chién, ¢ trén sa treong la doi tha khé cé dugce. Bang tiéc diing manh
c6 thira ma muu lwge khong dd, ban vé tam co thi khong phai 1a d6i tha cta
Ha Lan Cham”.

Anh nén chiéu roi trén guwong mit quay nghiéng cta Tiéu Ky, moi méng
nhw dugc tac, mo ho hé 1én nu cwdi, “Néu khong phai han dwa tin bao
nham ké hoach cia Ha Lan Cham lam cham tré thdi co cua ta, nang ciing
khong bi roi vao tay Ha Lan Cham”.
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Han htr lanh, “Sau nay giao tht cung Ha Lan Cham, chi s¢ han phai chét
tham hai”.

T6i ca kinh, bong nhién ditng 1én, “Chang noéi 1a, Ha Lan Cham con
song?”.

Tiéu Ky nghiéng dau nhin, anh mat xuyén thau t6i, cudi khong noi gi.

“Chang di gap Ha Lan Cham!”, t6i thyc sy qua mitc kinh hai, ngwoi kia
dit c6 tay roi xuéng ma khong chét cling théi; diéu chan chinh khién t6i
khiép sg la Tiéu Ky chang nhitng khong phai ngwoi truy kich ma ngwoc lai
1én gdp han.

Poén anh mat sau khong lwdng duge ctia han, tdi chi cdm thay toan than
lanh 1éo.

“Ta khong chi gdap han ma con cho tam phtc ho tong han vé Dot Quyét,
danh lui truy binh caa H6t Lan”, Tiéu Ky cwoi lanh nhw swong, cham rai
néi, “Lan nay di phai xem van ménh cua han, chi mong han c6 thé tré vé
Vuwong thanh, khong phu sy kho tam cta ta”.

To6i thap dau, trong suy nghi chot c6 anh sang 16e 1én, ding r6i... Nhin
thdu nguyén nhan két qua, hang van hang ngan suy nghi bong nhién sang
to.

Han von cung H6t Lan Vwong lién tha tiéu diét Ha Lan Cham, tham chi
twong ké turu ké diét trir bé dang T Thy; nay thay Ha Lan Cham may man
con song, Tt Thu da trwr, han lién déi cha y, khong nhitng khong giét Ha
Lan Cham ma con giip han vé Dot Quyét. Lay tinh tinh Ha Lan Cham,
nhat dinh sé cam han Hot Lan thdu xwong, viéc tranh gianh vieong vi lai
xuat hién moi thu mdi... Iic d6 hai ho tranh nhau, D6t Quyét tat 1am vao
dai loan.
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Trong thdi gian ngan, long t6i chan dong, hoang hot nhé lai man khao
quan trén Triéu Duwong mon ndm ay.

Luc dy t6i chi cam thay han uy nghi lam liét, khi phach cai thé, ké ti luc
do céi tén Dy Chuong Vuong Tiéu Ky da trd thanh mot truyén ky trong
long toi.

DPén lic ga cho han, ba nam t6i da ty nhu, téi chi biét minh gd cho mot
anh huing vitng tam nhuw sat da, ngoai ra khong hé biét gi vé han nita.

Tt khi gdp lai & Ninh Séc, trai qua sinh t, tdn mat thay han giét dich
mdi biét uy danh hién hach kia déu la nhd mau nhudm.

Cho dén lic nay, han ditng tredc mat t6i lai néi moi s mot cach nhe
khong, twa nhw chuyén phiém gitta hai vg chong. Trong ltic phat tay, gié
may da sém doi doi, bo tri van cd khong 16 sdu xa nay... Chi sg bién cwong
thién triéu, Vwong dinh Dot Quyét, ba tinh hai nwdc déu da bi dwa vao thé
c0, khong biét van ménh bao nguoi sé bi thay doi.

MGt anh hung, vinh vién khong thé lam dwoc hét thay nhitng chuyén nay.
Toi chot co cam giac bung tinh dai mong.

Nguoi ding tredc mat toi gio khac nay khdng con chi la mot anh hting
trén chién tredng ma la mot Vuong gia 1at mat nhw cat, ban tay nhw mua,
nam gitt binh quyén; la danh twéng, cling 1a quyén than, tham chi, trong
day long t6i mo ho con c6 mot loai do giac, twa nhw doan dwgc han oai
phong mot ¢6i, thém mudn thién ha.

Y niém nay dot nhién hién lén trong dau 1am t6i hoan toan chan dong,
trong tham tam khong ngirng kich dong.

“Anh hung nén nhuw thé...”, t6i ty day long cam than, gan nhu khen nggi
nhitng muu tinh sau xa nay.
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Tiéu Ky cuwoi khéng néi, im lang chap tay, chang qua la anh mat sau xa
khong che vé tan thuong.

MOt hoi 1au sau han cham rai noéi, “Mot nit tir khué cac lai cé hiéu biét
dén nhu vay”.

T trwde t6i nay toi da rat quen vai nhitng 16i khen ngoi nay, nhwng lan
dau tién nghe dugc 16i khen ttr han, té6i khong khoi tham vui mirng.

Song, nhd t6i anh mat ngoan doc ctia Ha Lan Cham, t6i khong kim duoc
thd dai néi, “Han han chang tdi tan xwong tay, tha ho vé rirng, khong biét
sau nay han lai nghi ra tro gi hai chang”.

Tiéu Ky cuwdi nhat noi, “Deéu ndi tri ky kho gap, c6 thé c6 mot doi thu céd
kha nang khong phai la chuyén khong vui”.

T6i ngan ngo, chgt mim cuwdi gat dau.

Cai goi la danh si duwong thoi toi da thay nhiéu, nhung chwa c6 ai c6 thé
khién t6i vira long nhu vay. Ca ca ludn noéi t6i tam cao khi ngao, khong dé
nguoi khac trong mat. Nhung huynh ay khong biét, khong phadi t6i tdm cao
khi ngao ma la chwa gap dugc ngudi co da khi do co6 thé thuyét phuc dugc
tOi.

Ma nay toi da gap dugc.

Pang lic cii dau xuat than, chang biét Tiéu Ky da di tgi tir lic nao, dwa
tay nang mat toi lén.

“Nang sg Ha Lan Cham doi véi ta bat 1gi?”, giong diéu chita y cudi, anh
mat sang birng.

Toi dot nhién citng ngwdi, giong nhu c6 thit gi dé bi in dau trong long,
cubng quyt nghiéng dau tranh khéi tay han.
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RO rang la tiét troi thang nam, ban than lai cam thay néng, trong phong
cling bu6n byc khac thuong.

“Chang mu6n udng tra khong?”.

Trong ltic bitc boi, tdi khong biét nén che gidu sy bdi roi ciia minh ra sao,
chi dap mot cau khong lien quan nhw vay.

Pitng day 6m lay binh tra, quay lung di r6i van cam nhan dwoc anh mat
d6t ngudi cta han.

Toi c6 gang dé ban than thw thai, 1dy mot cai chén rot tra vao. Song,
trong long lai bdi roi khién ban tay run rdy... Nhw vay la sao? Tt lic sinh
ra t@i gio chwa lic nao t6i that 1é nhw vay.

Dot nhién canh tay cang thang.

Tay t6i bi han cam lay ti phia sau, lic nay m@i giat minh nhan ra tra
trong chén da day tran ma t6i lai van xuat than rét tra vao.

Han cwdi cwdi khong ndi gi, con nhan lay chén tra trong tay toi, 1ay thém
mot cai chén nira rot tra.

T6i xdu ho khong dit, han lai than nhién mim cwoi dwa chén tra cho toi.

“Chi bang dé ta téi hau ha Vwong phi cho théa dang”, giong n6i tram, nu
cwoi am ap.

Du t6i ¢6 ngdc dén dau thi van hiéu dugce tinh huéng nam nit Iic nay.

Mot chén tra kia da dwa t6i tredc mat, vitng vang nam trong tay han, toi
lai khong dwa tay ra don.

Toi lang lang ngwéc mat nhin, mudn phan biét rd sy chan thanh trong
day mat han c6 may phan la that, may phan la gia.
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Bo6n mat nhin nhau, nhat thoi tram tinh khong tiéng dong.

Anh mét hin tham sau, anh sang trong d6 am dam dan di, “Nang van la
khong chiu tha thu?”.

“Tha thit céi gi?”, tdi nhin thang vao mat han, hét sitc binh than cat tiéng,
“Chang c6 diéu gi can ta tha thit?”.

Von cho 13, néu han khong chiu giai thich, mai mai toi cling sé khong
héi.

Pém dai hon 4y la si nhuc ma ca doi nay to6i khong quén duoc.
Anh nén chap chon chiéu trén mit Tiéu Ky, soi rd rang than sic cta hin.

Han nhiu may, moi mim lai nhw sgi chi, tita nhw khéng biét phai néi nhw
thé nao, mot hoi 1au mdéi dy ndy néi, “Chuyén ra di khan cap ngay hom Ay,
la ta bat dac di...”.

Hay cho mot cau bat dac di, dén tan hém nay han van 1dy mot céi c@
vung ve.

Toi buc titc nguwdc mat, lanh lung néi, “Cho du Ky Chau that thu, thoi
gian cho chang gap rut nhan quan di binh dinh han cting khong phai chi c6
nita khac?”.

“Ky Chau that tha?”, Tiéu Ky bong nhién quay dau, day mat c6 vé kinh
ngac xet qua nhu thé nghe thay chuyén la.

Toi gian qua hoa cuoi, “Sao? Vuong gia da khong nho ro?”.

Tiéu Ky tram mdc, mat khong doi sac, vé kinh ngac chot 16e da bién mat
khong con chit dau vét.
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“Thtra twéng... Nhac phu dai nhan chi néi Ky Chau that tha, khong noi
gi thém sao?”, han tram giong hoi.

“L0i nay cua Vuong gia la co y g1?”, toi giat minh, binh tinh nhin.

Han nhiu chat mi, &nh mat tham tram khiép nguwoi, “Truwéce gio, Thira
twéng van luon néi nhw vay?”.

Nhitng 10i no6i nay, lai thém ca than sac trén mat han lam t6i rét run
nguoi.

Toi ngang dau 1én, tran dinh nhin thang han, “Thit cho Vwong Huyén
ngu mudi, moi Vuong gia noi ro them”.

Trong phong dot nhién 1dm vao giang co yén ang.

T6i va han bon mat nhin nhau, khong c6 ai 1én tiéng, nhung t6i cam giac
dugc co thé han dang ngung trong.

Ngon nén dot nhién lay dong, ban ra chut Itra, bong khién t6i nhé tGi cai
dém vang vé nén do sang ruc hom ay.

Bi ai tir tham tam kéo tdi, ép toi khong tha duogc.

Tiéu Ky nhin t6i that sau, than sac trong mat kho lwong, “Nang thue sy
muon nghe ta ndi ro rang?”.

“Puang”, t6i mim moi nhin thang han.

Han cham rai néi, “Rat tot, cho du la chuyén khé khan hon nita thi ciing
phdi tw minh ganh vac”.

T6i can moi gat dau.
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Han chap tay thong tha budc tGi ctra, ditng quay lwng vé phia t6i, cham
rai no6i, “Ngay dai hén hom ay, néu khong cé tha du* cta Thira twéng, ta ha
c6 thé diéu dong toan b tha vé chon kinh do cia Vuong thi va cac vung
lan can, ca dém ma ctra thanh roi kinh?”.

*Tha du: chi thi ty tay viét
T6i phang phat nhw bi dé nén khong thé hoé hap.
“Néi tiép”, toi thang lwng, binh tinh nhin anh nén trvdc mat.

Giong n6i han bang phang, khong phan biét buon vui, twa nhw dang néi
vé chuyén cta nguoi khac.

“Hoang thuwgng bat man Thai t, ngoai thich chuyén quyeén, sém da cé
long phong bi. Ma Thdi tit cay vao quyeén thé Vuong thi, néu muén dé dang
loai trtr thi can phé bé ngoai thich. Nhitng nam nay, hoang hau va phu than
nang da ndm gitt mot na tridu chinh, duy chi cé Hitu twéng On Tong Than
la than dang cia hoang toc, kién quyét phan doi viéc ngoai thich tham gia
chinh sy, am tham tng h6 hoang thwgng. Thé Iyc hai phai van duy tri doi
nghich, danh mon thé gia trong triéu déu roi rit 1am vao tranh dau, dau con
long da nao lo chuyén quan vu bién quan? Viéc gin giit dat dai m& mang bo
c6i van lu6n dwra vao quan nhan han tgc. Cho dén khi ta binh dinh bién
quan, trong tay gitt bon mwoi van dai quan, triéu dinh méi biét kiéng ky,.
Hitu twéng On Téng Than chu trwong géng stic twde doat binh quyén quan
nhan, nhung bién cuong vira moi dao dong néen khong dam tuy tién dong
tha. Han lai khong biét, hoang hau va Ta twdng da cé tinh toan roi”.

Han dirng lai, t6i hiéu dwgc y han néi.

Duong nhw c6 mot thung bang doi xudng ti dinh dau, 1ap titrc dong cing
— thi ra la ldc dé ho da nghi tGi ké lién hon.
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Kho trach c6 c6 van luén phan déi chuyén hon sy cta t6i va Tt Pam,
kho trach phu than van luén cy tuyét 16i cau hon cda nhitng nha khac ma
trong d6 khong thiéu vong tdc danh mon, tham chi la thé gia hau mon
ngang hang v6i Vuong toc. Khi &y mau than titng cwoi than, “Chi sg trong
mat cha con, ngoai trtr hoang ti¥ ra thi khéng con ai xitng v4i hon ngoc trén
tay ntta”.

Luc ay t6i cling nghi nhu vay. Nhung t6i khong biét ditra con ré ma phu
than s6m nhin trang khong phai la Tt Pam than phan ton quy, cho du
twong lai T Pam c6 thye su 1én ngoi, phu than cling khong thoa man voi
cai danh Quoc tregng. Con c6 c6 lai cang khong dé dang tha thit cho ké da
doat di ngbi vi hoang dé cuia con trai minh.

Vuwong toc can c6 thé Iwc hon thé nita, trir triéu dinh, cung dinh, can phai
c6 ca thé lyc trong quan.

T lic dau ho da nhin tring Tiéu Ky, ma Tiéu Ky ciling nhin tring
Vuong toc.

Toi lai bat cwoi, vira cwdi vira nhin Tiéu Ky, “Cau hoang thwong ban hon
la chu y cta chang hay 1a muu ké caa hoang hau?”.

“La ta”, Tiéu Ky xoay ngudi, don anh mat chat van cua toi, trong mat la
su dy nay rat ro, “Ta tirng phung chi bi mat gap hoang hau va Ta twéng...”.

Han khong can noi hét téi cling hiéu dugc.

T6i mim cuwdi, chi c6 thé mim cwoi, ngoai trir cwdi toi khéng con cai gi
c6 thé chong do sy kiéu ngao nita.

“Vay con chuyén ngay dai hon?”, toi cham rai md miéng ndi tirng chit,
gang strc khong dé cho giong minh phat run.
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Tiéu Ky nhiu may nhin, an chita vé but ritt khong danh long, anh mat
khong doi guwong mat toi.

Toi ngra dau, kién cwong nhin han, chd han néi tiép.

“Ta lay cong binh dinh Nam Cwong cau hon ni nhi Vwong tdc, dugc
hoang hau chinh miéng nhan 10i, hoang thwong bat dac di phai dong y. Mot
dang Hitu twéng lic do dirng ngoi khong yén, bay mwu do cung hoang
thwong, muodn thira dip ta vé kinh 1ap gia that bi mat diéu Trwong Trit Hau
t¢i Ninh S6c, phung mat chi cia hoang thuwgng chap chwéng quan doanh.
Vira dong y hon sy, mat chi da ban xudng, cho ta lam Thai phé*, dwa vao
hang ngii tam cong*, ky thyc la doat binh quyén ttr tay ta, cho ta ngoi ngoc
0 kinh thanh. Chuyén nay c6 chi vién ctua hoang thugng, hanh dong mau le,
dén khi Ta twdng biét dwoc cling da 1a ngay dai hon. Ching ta da quyét
dinh mwon co hoi Ky Chau that tha diéu khién cam quan, ca dém ma cong
thanh roi kinh. Vira lic gap Dot Quyét xam lwge phuwong bac, troi cling
giap ta, Trwong Trit Hau khong tht dugc thanh, bi ta dung quan phap phat
chém. Dén d6 moi chuyén da duwgc van hoi, ké twdc doat binh quyén cta
hoang dé that bai. Tt d6 ta lay ly do Dot Quyét nhiéu loan ma c6 tha Ninh
Séc, ba nam khong vé, cung Ta twdng ndi ngoai twong ng, khién hoang
thuwgng khong thé doi phé”.

*Thai pho: chitc quan thudc hang tam cong, dwai thai su va trén thai bao

*Tam cong: ba chitc quan cao nhat thdi phong kién gom: thai sw, thai
pho, thai bao

Nhitng 10i nay caa Tiéu Ky noi rat van tat, twva nhw la khong danh 1ong
ma ké.

T6i nhat thoi c6 chit hodng hot, kinh ngac nguwéc mat, “Hét thay nguyén
nhan, chi la nhw thé?”.
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“U”, anh mét hin that sau, thuong tiéc va ay nay, lai chi dap mot chir
nay.

Toi cti dau nhd lai titng cau néi ctia han, mudn tim ra so hé nao dé dé
phan bac, chitng minh tat ca déu la 16i néi dai.

Nhung vo dung, khong ngitng khong tim ra so ha, toi con cang nghi cang
hiéu ro rang, rat nhiéu tinh tiét nhd, lic nay t6i nghi lai cdm thiy v6 cung
phtu hgp. Tham chi, nam dé t6i cling ti'ng am tham nghi nga. .. nhung khi
dé toi tuyét doi khong thé nghi tdi, tat ca bi thwong déu dén tir nguwdi nha
minh.

Toi sé khong, cling khong dam nghi nhv vay.

Phu than va c6 c0, sao c6 thé 1a ho lira gat toi — tra toi, 1gi dung t6i, cho
t@i gio van ludn gidu diém, mang moi toi 16i day cho Tiéu Ky, khién t6i
vinh vién s6ng trong oan gian, trd thanh mot nguwdi c6 doc, bén canh khong

co6 ai than thiét, chi c6 thé mai mai phu thudc vao gia toc, trung thanh vai
gia toc, dem ca cudc doi kinh dang cho gia toc.

La bon ho, tat ca déu la do bon ho.

Nguoi khac c6 thé lira gat téi, nhwng toi rot cude khong lira dwge chinh
minh.

Hét thdy déu da ro rang sang té, hon nita con v6 cung thau dao.

O gifta troi thang ndm ma t6i nhu thé ngdm trong nuéc bang, lanh nhw
vay, lanh thau tam can.

“Vwong Huyén”, t6i nghe thay giong néi ctia Tiéu Ky, nghe thdy han goi
ten toi.
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T6i mo mang ngwdc mat nhin, nhin han di téi tredc mat toi, nam 14y vai
toi, nhe nhang om t0i vao long.

Nguwc han that am ap, giong nhu thanh am cuaa han tran day thvong x6t,
“Nang dang run ray”.

“Ta khong c6!”, t06i ngang dau, tit day long toat ra sy quat cwong, khién
toi dot nhién c6 strc lyc thoat khdi 16ng nguwe han, “Ai noi ta dang run? Ta
khong co! Pung dung vao ta!”.

Toi cam thdy dau, toan than déu dau, khong thé chap nhan bat ky ké nao
dung vao minh du chi mot chut.

“Nguoi, di ra ngoai!”, to6i chong mép ban, no lwc ditng, lai khong kim
duwgce sy run ray.

Han khong néi 16i nao, chi nhin t6i, &nh mat ay nay kia tia nhw dao cat
trén nguoi.

Toi quay dau, khong hé nhin nita, chan chan néi, “Ta khong sao, dé ta
mot minh nghi ngoi mot lat”.

Han khong néi gi, mot hoi 1au t6i méi thady han xoay ngudi roi di, tiéng
buwdc chan huéng vé phia cira.

T6i khong chong do duwgc nita, mét méi nga ngoi xuong ghé, vui mat vao
long ban tay.

Pau 6c trong rong, chi c6 nwéc mat lan xudng.

Khoéng nghi ra bat ct diéu gi, cling khong néi nén 161, chi cé thé dé nuwéce
mat trao ra nhu sudi.

Trén ngwoi chgt am 4ap, toi kinh ngac quay dau, khong kip lau di nwdc
mat.
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Tieu Ky cti nguoi khoac ao choang cho toi, con no6i mot cau, “Ta & bén
ngoai cho”.

Nhin han xoay nguwdoi roi di, téi dot nhién sg hai, cam thay sy co6 doc
dang sg vay quanh.

“Tiéu Ky...”, toi khan giong goi han, mé6t khac kia khi han quay nguoi
lai, niwéc mat lai khong ngirng roi.

Han tién 1én mot budc, 6m toi vao long.

“Cling da qua”, han vo vé mai téc to6i, “Tat ca moi chuyén déu da qua, da
qua roi”.

Han 6m t6i that chat, canh tay cham vao vét thuwong.

T6i nhin dau khong néi tiéng nao, chi sg¢ vira cat tiéng sé mat di vong tay
am ap ay.

Han cham vao gwong mat to6i, dau dén nhw v& ra, mo ho nhoi dau va c6
cam giac binh an.

“Madc du do da la qua khit nhing nang rét cudc van phai d6i mat, khong
thé ca doi chi ndp dudi doi canh gia toc”, Tiéu Ky dwa mat nhin vao mat
t0i, néi tirng chit mot, “Tw nay veé sau, nang la Vwong phi cua ta, la nit nhan
sé cung ta di chung ca cudc doi nay, ta khong cho phép nang hén yéu!”.
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MGt dwong mot minh ma dén, duy chi cé n6i nhé mong va niém tin
twdng vao nguwoi than giup toi chiu dung tat ca.

Ma nay luc lwgng cudi cung gitp toi chiu dung lai sup do khi sy that
dwoc phoi bay.

O trong long tdi, thé gidi vang ngoc hoan my§ khong ty vét kia, ké tir
ngay dai hon da mat di hoan toan anh sang ctia n6, ma nay cudi cung no
cling tit trén chin tang trdi roi xudng mat dat, hoéa thanh bui dat vé vun. Tw
do6 vé sau, cho du cung dién van nhu cii, hoa cé khong thay doi thi cay coi
xanh twoi, nwdc chdy ém dém, cudc tro chuyén vui vé,... tat ca déu khéng
con la quang canh cli nhu xua trong tri nhd cuaa toi nita.

Hét thay déu da khac r6i.
Twr khi chao doi t6i nay, chia bao gio téi khoc 16c chat vat dén nhw vay.

Lic mat di ngoai t6 mau, t6i dwong nhién dau long, nhung khi ay con
chwa hiéu dugc trong thé gian cé mot cam giac dau don khién ngwoi ta dau
thiu tdm can.

Lic ay con c6 T Pam, c6 nguwdi than... Hom nay lai chi c6 mot vong
tay xa la.

T6i khong nhé rd dém hom ay da noi nhitng gi, cling khong nhé Tiéu Ky
da noi nhitng gi.
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Chi nhé rang t6i khéc nhw mot dita tré trong nguc han.

O trong 16ng nguc ay, hoi thd ctia hdn dan dan khién tbi an tinh lai,
khong muon nhiic nhich, cting khong muén mé mat nita...

Khi tinh lai da la sang hom sau, khong biét Tiéu Ky da roi di tw ltic nao.

T6i nam trén giwong, trong tay van nam ao khodac long ctru cta han, kho
tranh ldc trong mong hodng hot cho rang han nam bén minh.

Trong long dot nhién cam thay tréng vang tich mich tira nhw da danh mat
th gi do.

Pugc ty nit hau ha rira mat dung bita, téi chi mac cho cac nang ty dinh
doat, ban than that than, dau 6c mong lung.

Mot tiéu nha dau d6i mat tron to, hai tay bung bat thudc 1én thoéi, nita quy
tredc giwvong dang bat thudc 1én.

C0 nuwong nho bé nay véc ngudi con chwa bang t6i lac chwa ga.

T6i nhin nang, nhat thoi khong danh long, gio tay ra hiéu cho nang ding

~

lén.

Nang cui dau rat thap, can than ditng 1én, cai khay trong tay khé nghiéng,
bat thuoc bi 1at, thudc trong bat d6 xuéng nira nguoi toi.

Chung thi ty nhat thdi ludng cudng, voi va chay tdi thu don, dong thanh
kéu 1én: “N6 ty dang chét!”.

Tiéu nha dau kia quy xuéng ngay tai cho khong ngirng khau dau, bi sg
hai t6i mwrc khong dam noi 101 nao.

“Pitng 1én di”, t6i chan nan, nhin qua vét ban trén nguoi, thd dai néi,
“Chuan bi nwdc nong cho ta tam”.
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Nhin nhitng ty nit nom ndp lo sg treéc mat, lai suy nghi tGi hoan canh
ctia minh, t6i khéng khéi cti dau cuwdi kho.

Péu la nhitng nit tit thanh xuan, mang ngwoi khac nhw con kién, c6 gang
cau sinh, toi c6 ly do gi ma viit bo?

Sau khi bi thirong, t6i chura titng xudng givong, moi ngay déu dugc
ngwoi hau lau ngwoi, da 1au chwa tam rira.

May la phwong bac trdi lanh, néu troi néng e la khong chiu dung duoc.

May ngay nay toi cling chua titng soi guong, khong biét ban than da bién
thanh bo dang ra sao.

Cho du nguwoi than gat bo t6i, nguwoi khac khong thwong t6i... To6i van
phai ty yéu quy chinh minh.

Hoi nuwdc boc 1én, t6i khé ngra dau ma cuwdi, dé hoi nwdc dong lai trong
mat.

Ai cling sé khong thdy dwgc nwdc mat cia toi, chi thady dwoc nu cudi
giong nhu nhitng ngay sau dai hon — nhitng ngay dy tdi lam cach nao dé
cwoi thi hién tai cling can lam nhuw thé.

Khoéng con nuée 14y tir sudi nwdc nong, tha hoa lan, dau hwong, chi mot
thung g6 don gian, nwdc néng ham hap ciing da tam riva thanh tan.

Rira sach cat bui, t¥ chi cdm thdy nhe nhang, toan than thoai mai.

Thay thi nit mang quan &o tdi, t6i nhat thoi khong biét nén khoc hay nén
cuoi. Ting chiéc gam voc sdac sd, hoa 1€ khac thwong, t6i lai chang mudn
mac bo nao.

“Quan 4o nay la ai chuan bi?”, toi tién tay vén lén mot b vay dé vién

vang, lai nhin vong tay phi thuy trén khay, giat minh cuwoi néi, “Mac nhw
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vay dé di dién hi kich sao?”.

Tiéu nha dau xinh dep do birng mat, lai cuéng quyt mudn quy xuoéng
nhan toi.

“Thoi”, toi gio tay 1én ngan nang lai, lwvoi nhin nhitng bo khac, “Chon
mot bo trang trong don gian la dugc”.

Toi xoay nguoi ra, x0a toc, cham rai di tdi trudc guong.

Nguoi trong guwong mac quan 4o trang nhu tuyét, téc dai budng xoa, den
nhw myc ra xuéng hai vai.

Da trang tuyét, toc may den, 16ng may nhv cii, day van la gwong mat toi,
chi 1a cam da day ma mat lai tai nhot, gay hon thuong ngay rat nhiéu.

Song d6i mat nay van c6 doi con ngwoi sau tham, 16ng mi dai, r6 rang
khong co chut khac biét nao.

Khac biét & dau, t6i khong thé noi ra, chi cdm thay hai mat den nhanh
trong guwong kia nhuw dugc hoi nwéc day bao pha, khong thdy vé trong suot
nira.

Toi cwdi, nit ti¥ trong guwong cling cwdi, ma trong doi mat kia khong cé
lay chit y cwdi nao.

“Vwong phi, nguwdi xem bd nay cé duge khéng?”, tiéu nha hoan mang y
phuc vao, sg hai cui dau.

T6i dwa mat nhin lai, bat gidc mim cwdi. Nang chon mot bo vay dai xanh
tham, vai trang mong phu ngoai, thanh nha thuan khiét, rat hgp véi nguyén
vong cua toi.

“Nguoi tén la gi?”, toi vira trang diém thay quan 4o vira do xét cd bé nay.
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Nang van cui dau, khong dam nhin t6i, “N6 ty tén Ngoc Ta”.

“Bao nhiéu tubi r6i?”, t6i cham rai hoi nang, tién tay vgi lay mot chiéc
tram ngoc cai 1én toc.

“Muoi lam”, giong n6i nho nhw muoi kéu.

Toi ngirng tay lai, ngwng mat nhin nang, trong long buon ba... Tudi mdi
muoi lam, bang t6i luc ay.
Nhin k¥ c6 bé nay, mac du khong xinh dep dong long ngwdi nhw Cam

Nhi nhvng mdt may cfing thanh td, rat c6 nang lyc.

Nhé t6i Cam Nhi, trong long lai chua x6t. Tuy la chu té nhung da cung
nhau 16n Ién tr nhé, tinh cdm gan bé khong nhw ngwoi ngoai. Ma t6i nay da
oc khong mang n6i minh 6c, mot than phiéu bat, khong biét nang dang tr6i
dat & noi nao.

Nhat thoi cam thay buon burc.

Toi lang 1€ di t&i bén ctra so, lai thay trong san sang ryc, anh mat troi
thau qua béng cay, tirng sgi nang nhé nhe xuyén qua mai nha.

Thi ra da 1a cudi tiét xuan, mua he rat nhanh sé dén.

“0 trong nha buén byc qua, nguoi theo ta ra ngoai di dao mot chut”, t6i
cho tat cd moi ngwaoi lui, chi gitt lai mot minh Ngoc T.

Buwéc ra ngoai cira, gié ém diu tap vao mat, anh mat trdi &m ap chiéu 1én
nguoi, nhin thay c6t tru cao mai nha cong, dinh mat cay xanh, tdi chgt cdm

thdy long rong mé trong sang.

“Vwong phi... ngudi mac do choang vao di, bén ngoai lanh lam”, Ngoc
T voi vang dudi tdi, tay cam ao choang, vé mat lo lang.
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To6i quay lai nhin nang, trong long cdm dong ma chi cudi noéi, “Thoi tiét
nay nao con ai mdc ao choang nita?”.

Trudc kia, mua he 1a mua toi thich nhat. Trong kinh thanh nang néng,
moi khi dén do thang nam, nit quyén khap noi déu dugc thay sa y méng
phiéu dat, lic civ dong 6ng tay 4o nhe nhang bay, vat 4o ciing bay theo gio,
tat ca déu giong nhw nhitng tién t& xinh dep.

Ngoc Tu say mé nghe t6i ké chuyén.

Mot duong di ra, toi thay hau hét hanh lang, dinh vién déu rat don so
gian di khong khac nha binh thwong, khéng khi twoi méi cdm giac nhw thé
& nha moén. “DPay chinh la phu Vwong gia ¢ sao?”, toi quay dau héi Ngoc
T.

Ngoc Tt mo mang suy nghi mot hoi, chan chtr gat dau, “Vuong gia
thuwong ngay déu ¢ day”.

To6i gat gat dau, dai khai da hiéu r6 Tiéu Ky van luon 1ay nha mo6n lam
noi 0, khong xay phu riéng cho minh.

Nghe néi han xuat than han toc, tinh tinh can kiém, xem ra qua thyc nhw
thé. Néu dbi lai 1a ca ca, lam sao c6 thé chiu dung dwoc ché ¢ don so nhw
vay.

T6i nhat thoi to mo, thudn miéng hdi Ngoc Tu, “Vuwong gia thuong ngay
0 trong phu hay lam nhitng gi?”.

“Phan 16n thoi gian Vwong gia déu lam viéc ¢ bén ngoai, ltc tré vé phu
cling ban ron tGi nita dém”, Ngoc Tu nghiéng dau suy nghi mot chuit,

“Pung r6i, Vuong gia thwong danh cd cung Tong twéng quan, con cé lic
mot minh doc sach, luyén kiém, udng rugu... Hét roi”.
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Ngoc Tt vira nhac dén Tiéu Ky, vé mat da day sy kinh sg, ndi cling dan
dan nhiéu hon.

Toi cii dau mim moi cwdi, cdm thady ngwdi nay thye clrng nhac, ngay nao
cling song nham chan nhw vay.

“Trong phu ngay ca ca co ciing khong c6?”, toi tuy tién hoi, giong noi

khong hé doi, vira dit 10i da nghe thdy mot loat tiéng cwdi ctia cac thiéu ni
vong toi.

T6i dirng chan lai, thay may nit t* xuat hién trwdc hanh lang.

May nguwoi do thay t6i, kinh ngac t6i mitc ngdy ngwdi tai cho nhw run
ray.
Mot nguoi phia trede cudng quyt quy xudng, miéng noéi “Vuong phi”,

dam nguodi sau maGi voi vang quy xudng.

T6i ngung mat nhin lai. Hai ni t& phia tre6c mac y phuc sang trong, mét
nguwoi mac 4o mau dé qua hanh, 6ng tay hep, mat mii xinh dep, dang nguoi
yéu diéu, khién chau ngoc ciling phai khé run, nguwdi con lai an mac don
gian hon, tudi cling nhé hon, nhung mat may thi xinh dep hon.

Trang phuc nay khong giong véi trang phuc cta nit ty binh thuwong, t6i
vira nhin da hiéu dugc ngay.

Trai tim tya nhw bi nam chat 14y, t6i nhat thoi khong néi nén 161, chi cam
thdy c6 hong nghen lai.

Pung roi... tai sao toi lai quén mat chuyén nay?

C0 gai mdc y phuc mau do qua hanh doat 16i cuaa toi, “Hanh Nhi thinh an
Vuwong phi!”.
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Nang vira noéi vira givong mat nhin, anh mat quét qua vat 4o toi roi cui
dau, doi hoa tai ngoc khé kéu lén tinh tang.

Doi hoa tai nay lam t6i nhé lai chiéc vong tay phi thiy ltic ndy, hinh nhw
la cung mot bo.

T6i nhat thoi hiéu ra, nhitng bo do va trang stic kia la ai mua cho minh.

“Hanh Nhi?”, t6i cwdi ndi, “Ttw khi bon cung dén phu t6i nay, moi thit
dung hang ngay déu do nguoi chuan bi sao?”.

Nang hoi ngwéc mat 1én, “La bon phan cua nd ty, chi sg ha nhan trong
pht ngu dot khién Vuong phi khong thodi mai”.

Lanh lgi nhw thé, 101 néi sao lai giong nhw 16i chti mau néi véi khach
nhan vay? T6i v6 cung kinh ngac, bat giac bat cuoi.

Thay t6i cwdi ma khéng néi, long can ddm ctia nang duong nhv tang
thém mot it, ngang lén nhin toi.

Pon nhan 4nh mat cna t6i, nang ngdy ngudi, khong kip che gidu vé wéc
ao trong mat.

“Ciing la mot nha dau xinh dep”, t6i gat dau mim cuwoi, “Ta can nguoi
lanh Igi nhu vay @ bén canh, ngay mai nguoi tdi day theo Ngoc Tu di”.

Hanh Nhi do mat t6i mang tai, ngiréc mat nhin toi, giong kién dinh néi,
“Ho6i bam Vwong phi, Hanh Nhi la ngwdi hau ha trong phong Vwong gia”.

T6i von da xoay ngudi, nghe vay lién dwa mat nhin, “Nguoi dang noi
chuyén vdi bon cung sao?”.

Hanh Nhi ngdy ngwdi, dau vai phat run, gwong mat chitra nét cuwdi chot
trang béch.
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T6i nhiu may nhin vé phia Ngoc T4, “Trong phu chang 1é khong cé chat
quy cu nao sao?”.

Ngoc Tt khom ngudi, voi vang dap, “Bam Vuwong phi, quy ct trong phu
la, chu nhan hoi, no ty phai dap, chu nhan ditng tredc mat, no ty khong
duwgc ngang dau nhin thang, khi trd 16i cau hoi cia chi nhan phéi xuwng né
ty...”.

Mot dam nit ty quy trén mat dat run ray nhin nhau, nguwdi cui cang thap,
vai ngwoi gan nhw sap dap dau.

Guong mat Hanh Nhi day x4u hé va gian dit, cai dau can moi, than thé
van khong ngtrng run ray.

Co0 gai xinh dep phia sau nang v4i vang khau dau néi: “N6 ty biét tdi, no
ty vo tinh da nhin Vwong phi, cau xin Vuong phi tha thi?”.

To6i li€c nhin nang mot cai, than nhién noi, “Bén cung thich nha dau lanh
1gi, ngay mai nguoi cling t6i di”.

Mac ké cho cac nang van con dang quy trén mat dat, toi trire tiép phay
tay ao bo di.

Di qua cho gdp khic cta hanh lang, téi khi khong con c6 ngudi khac,
Ngoc Ti khong kim dwgc vui mirng cwdi thanh tiéng, “Nhw thé that tot,
Vuwong phi la thit nhat, sau nay khéng c6 chon cho nang can r& nira!”.

T6i nghi chan, lanh lung dwa mat nhin, dot nhién gian dén tai mat.
Ngoc Tt nhin thdy anh mat t6i v6i co rut ngwoi, khong ddm mé miéng.

T6i cling mim moi khong n6i, nhung 16ng ngye tva nhw bi ngan lai bai
bang lanh, nhat thdi kho thd, cling khong dugce binh tinh.
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T6i da sém nén nghi dén. Nha nao ma khong cé vai co thiép, huéng chi
la han quyén cao chitc trong, lai doc than song bén ngoai nhu vay.

Chd no6i la Vuong gia quyén quy, cho du la ngudi tam thwdng ciling c6
tam thé t thiép, chwa can néi tdi hau dué quy toc phong luwu nhw ca ca.

Truwdc khi ca ca thanh than da cé ba &i thiép lam ban, tau tau vira vao ctra
da mang theo bon thi thiép, hai nam sau tau tau mac bénh qua doi, ca ca
madc du chua tirng tai gia nhung cling c6 thém vai my nhan.

Mau than than la Truedng Cong chia, sau khi ga cho phu than da tirng cho
phép cé mat thiép that. Trwdc khi toi sinh ra, nguwdi thiép ho Han kia da qua
doi, tir d6 phu than khong l1ap thiép nira, rat yéu thuong mau than.

Pung vay, tat ca déu la chuyén binh thuong... Nhung 1a, bat ké 1a ca ca
hay phu than, bat ké thé gian nay c6 bao nhiéu nam nhan c¢ thiép that,
nhitng ly do nay déu khong thé binh 6n cdm xtic dang cudn dang trong
long. Toi khong ro tw vi nay la tic gian, la chua x6t hay la cai gi khac.

Keé twr khi t&i day, gap dugc Tiéu Ky, t6i cang ngay cang khong hiéu dwoc
chinh minh.

Trwdc kia thi thoang t6i cling tirng nghi, han luon & bén ngoai, c6 1é da
c6 thiép that — khi d6 chi cdm thay ay la chuyén cia ngudi khac, cé lién
quan gi dén toi dau.

Han ciing chi la phu quan trén danh nghi cta t6i, 1a phu than 1ay t6i ra
lam quén c@, doi 1ay mot dong minh.

Nghi dén day, toi khong kim dwgc ma bat cwoi, ngue lai khong khéi dau
nhoi, dau dén vo cung.

T6i mot tay dat trén cot tru hanh lang, moét tay dé triwdc ngue, van cwoi
thanh tiéng.
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Ngoc Tt ludng cudng, voi vang dd 1dy toi, “NO ty noi sai roi, thinh
Vuwong phi bét gian, dirng dé anh hwdng tGi than thé!”.

“Ai noi ta tirc gian?”, t6i hat tay nang ra, chi cwdi, cwdi chdy nwdc mat.

“Vuong phi, ngwoi day la...”, Ngoc Td luéng cudng chan tay, gan nhw
sap phat khoc.

Nhin vé mat lo lang cta nang giong nhw dang that long lo lang cho t6i,
cang khién long t6i chua x6t.

T6i dya vao cot tru hanh lang, dwa mat nhin bon phia — noi nay c6 phu
quan cua toi, c6 Vwong phu, toi t& dong ddo, ma chi rieng mot nha dau nay
thyc sy quan tam tdi toi.

Canbh tri tredc mat cang nhin cang thay la, t6i dot nhién rat mudn vé nha.

Nhung noi nao mai la nha cua t6i? Kinh thanh, Huy chau, hay la noi
nay?

Nhat thoi, 1ong t6i nhw chon hoang vu, lanh dén thau xwong.

To6i cti dau, che mat lai, c6 gang dé nén noi dau trong long, mac cho
Ngoc Tt goi t6i thé nao, toi cling khong chiu ngang dau lén.

Cho dén khi nang dot nhién kéo tay o t6i, voi vang quy xuong & phia
sau t6i mdi xoay ngudi, thay Tieu Ky dang ditng chap tay noi cudi hanh
lang, may tén vo twdng phia sau ling ting lui sang mot bén.

Nhin han sai bwdc di tdi, toi bong hoang hot, khong kip lau di nwéc mat.

Han khéng mac quan trang ma mac mdt bd hac bao, téc bui kim quan, dé
10 ra vé anh tuan cao ngao.
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“Tai sao lai ¢ day?”, han cau may, giong n6i 6n ton, “Tiét troi phia bac
rat lanh, can than nhiém phong han”.

Nghe giong no6i an can cua han, long t6i dau nhéi, ho hitng quay dau,
“Khién Vuong gia lo lang r6i”.

Han nhiu may nhin, nhat thdi khong gian im lang.

Gié thdi qua, vat 4o toi bay phat pho, xuyén qua I6p quan 4o, that lanh.
Han nhin t6i rat sau, nhw c6 16i mudn ndi, lai khong noi gi.

Toi khé cuoi, xoay nguoi di.

Tré vé phong, qua thyc cdm thdy cé chit lanh. T6i nhdm mat xoa thai
dwong, chi cdm thay dau dau nhw sap nit ra.

Von dinh nga mot 1at, nhvng nham mat lai khong cam thay buon ngu
chit nao, treéc mat chgt thay than anh cua Tiéu Ky, lai chgt thay cha me.

Bong nhién nhé t6i ¢6 c6, nhd 10i c6 ¢6 ndi, néu khong co6 su che cha
cta gia tdc, toi chi c6 hai ban tay trang.

Tinh canh hién gio diung la t6i da mat di sw che ché cua gia toc, mot
minh t6i phiéu bat, l1a vinh la nhuc, la hoa hay la phc, la song hay la chét
déu nam trong tay minh.

Bat dau t khi nao, t6i da khong con la Quan chiia hang van hang ngan
nguoi yéu thwong, khong con la dia tré ngay tho bén cha me, khong con la
A Vi dvge mot tay Te Pam bao vé nang niu? D6 khong con la toi nita.

Tw khi bwdc vao hi duwong, tur cai ngay tré thanh Dy Chvong Vuong phi,
s0 ménh da dinh ca doi nay t6i phai ditng bén nam nhan ay, phai gan minh
v6i dong ho han, cung han di téi mot twong lai khong biét.
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Gi6 manh chon bién ciwong, vang trang lanh 1o ngoai S6c mac, & vung
dat hoang vu nay, thit t6i c6, chi la nam nhan kia.

Néu nhu hdan nguyén y, cé 1€ sé cho t6i mot vung troi mai.
Néu nhu han rdi bé, vung troi cda toi liéu c6 sup dé thém mdt lan niva?
T6i nam tran troc, 1€ trao ra lan xudng thai duwong.

Coi doi nay, ngay ca cha me, ngwoi than cling da quay lung, con co ai sé
khong roi t6i?

Bén tai quanh quan 10i néi cta hdan dém qua... t6i van nh@ 1oi han: “Tw
nay vé sau, nang la Vwong phi cua ta, la nit nhan sé cung ta di chung ca
cudc doi nay, ta khong cho phép nang hén yéu!”.

Néu nhu c6 thé, toi nguyén y tin twdng, tin twdng vao cudc doi ma han
noi... Cudc doi nay con dai nhu vay...

Cudc doi nay & day, khong chi c6 hai nguwdi t6i va han, con c6 nhiéu
nguoi khong lién quan khac.

Khong lién quan dén nhau, t6i von nghi rang khong lién quan.

Cho dén khi co gai kia ditng s& so tredc mat toi, 1a thiép that cta han, nit
nhan cda han... Lam sao c6 thé khong lién quan?

Bong nhién c6 tiéng noéi tir bén ngoai vong vao, khién t6i cam thay phién.
“Ai dang xon xao bén ngoai vay?”, t6i ngoi day, nhiu may.

Ngoc Tt lap tirc hoi bam, “La Lw phu nhan dwa hai vi ¢6 nwong Hanh
Nhi va Ngoc Trtc t6i chd bén ngoai hau ha Vuwong phi”.
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T6i sa sam mat, 1an dau tién ndi 101 lanh khoc véi ha nhan: “Vuong phu
nay con c6 chut quy ct sao? Noi bén cung nghi ngoi cling c6 thé cho nguoi
tuy tién xong vao?”.

Chung thi ty cuéng quyt quy xudng, co raim ngwoi khong dam dap 101,
Ngoc Tt sg hai n6i, “H6i bam Vwong phi, Lw phu nhan néi la phung khau
du cua Vuong gia mang hai vi co nwong tGi day, cho Vwong phi tinh lai, no
ty... No ty khong ddm ngan”.

Lai tGi thém mot Lw phu nhan, phién mudn tran ngap trong long t6i bong
choc bién thanh ngon Itta vo danh. Thy'c mudén xem mot chiit noi nay con
c6 bao nhiéu ké hau can r&, khong théem dé Vwong phi vao trong mat.

“Truyén y cua ta, tat cd nhitng ngwoi vira gdy xon xao khi nay toan bo ra
san tredc quy”, toi vén rém ditng day, thay y phuc, trang diém.
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Toi bung chén tra nhé 1én, 1dy ndp st cham rai 4n vao 14 tra tr6i trén mat
nuwéc, khong hé néi lay mot 10i.

Phu nhan dang quy duwéi dat mac mot than do kép lua, trén tay deo mot
chiéc vong vang nho, sac mat lic nay nhw mau dat, cti dau pha phuc trén
nén nha. Nit nhan ho Lw nay cung véi hai thi thiép da quy bén ngoai san
tredc mot hoi 1au, t6i chi cho truyén mot minh nang vao, hai nit nhan kia
van dang phai quy bén ngoai.

Sau khi nang hanh 1é xong, t6i chi ngo6i thwdng tra, khong néi gi, dé mac
cho nang tiép tuc quy.

Trwdc day luc thay y phuc, trang diém t6i da titng nghe Ngoc T noéi qua,
nhan sy trong phu t6i cling nam dwgc mot hai.

Lu Bang nay von la vg ké cia mot nguwdi linh ho Lw bén canh Tiéu Ky.
Sau khi Tiéu Ky dep bac, 1ao quén su theo hau nhiéu nam chét vi bénh,
trong Vwong pha khong con ngwoi nao thay thé dugc. Nguwdoi ho L kia lién
tién c phu nhan han méi tai gia & Ninh Séc tam thdi vao phu xi ly moi
viéc. Lw Bang nay xuat than nha giau, biét chi biét doc sach, ngudi khon
khéo gidi giang, x¥ Iy moi chuyén trong Vwong phu rat can than. Tiéu Ky
khong may khi héi t6i chuyén trong phi, moi viéc hang ngay déu tuy y
nang, nghiém nhién mang than phan téng quan.

Hon mot nam tredc, L Bang mang hai nit nhan xinh dep trong toc vao
Vuwong pht hau ha bén canh Tiéu Ky.
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Nghe Ngoc Tt néi, Tiéu Ky ban viéc quan, rat it khi than can nit nhan,
Hanh Nhi va Ngoc Tric kia tuy c6 dugc thi tim nhung khong c6 danh
phan, chang qua ho cdy t6i & Huy chau xa x6i, trong phu khong con nit
nhan nao khac lién ty cho minh lam chti, mong moi sau nay dwgc lam trac
phi, giip ngwdi nha thang quan tién chic.

To6i suy nghi, 1dy danh vi va tudi tac caa Tiéu Ky, trdc khi téi Ninh Séc
han ciing da co6 thi thiép khac. Song t6i chuira tirng nghe n6i han c6 con ndi
dong. To6i hoi Ngoc T, Ngoc T cling 1a dita tré ngay tho, hon nhién khéng
biét tdi cé y gi.

Toi cwdi kho, cling hay, cudi cung la khong cé con néi dong. Sinh ra &
Hau mon, cung dinh, nhitng thit khac chwa tirng thay nhiéu nhwng tranh
doat tinh cam thi t6i da vo cung quen thudc.

Trong phong yén ldng nhu t0, moi nguwoi déu cdi dau khong 1én tiéng. Lw
Bang kia mo6 hoi dam dia quy trén mat dat, than sac ngao man lic dau da
hoan toan khong thay nita.

Toi dat chén tra xuéng, cham rai 1én tiéng: “Cé chuyén gi cau kién bon
cung?”.

Nang chan dong, voi va khau dau n6i: “Ho6i bam Vwong phi, no ty phung
ménh Vuong gia dua hai vi co nwong t@i day nhan t0i, cho dgi trach phat™.

“BoOn cung da bao gio noi sé trach phat chwa?”, t6i khé mim cwoi, “Loi
nay nghe thuc ky la”.

Nhin &nh mat L Bang lée 1én, nu cuwdi cua toi cang ro, “Néu la nhu vay,
bon cung ciing khong dam tha thit, ngwoi dan nguoi vé di”.

Sac mat Lw Bang kia ltc trang lic xanh, chan chd mét chat, can rang
néi: “Lao nd ho d6, Vuwong gia von la dé cho hai thi ty t6i hau ha Vwong
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phi... Lo no tu then khong biét day do no tai, ca gan dwa hai nang téi day
linh tQi, tinh nguyén chiu trieng phat cia Vueong phi”.

Toi lanh lung nhin nang, thi ra la muén héa chuyén 16n thanh chuyén
nho, cau xin dwgc toi trach phat réi lam qua loa cho xong, 6m ap hy vong
c6 thé citu van tinh thé. L& gan cling khong nhé, dang ti€c Lw Bang nay qua
khong kién cwong, vira thay tinh hinh da voi vang vit bo chu cii chay téi
dya hoi t0i.

“Thi ra la nhuw vay”, t6i ngoi thang lwvng, mot minh cuwdi, néi: “Vuong gia
ndi thé nao?”.

Lu Bang kia do dv chdc lat, thap giong, rut ré noéi: “Vwong gia néi...
Vuong phi d@ mudn hai nha dau nay thi dwa sang”.

To6i cti dau cwoi mot tiéng, trong long lan 16n moi tw vi.

Trudc day la toi co y trach c hai thi thiép, lwong trwdc hai nang bi oan
e tat sé khoc 16c di tim Tiéu Ky ké 1€. Téi muon muwon lan nay xem Tiéu
Ky ttng doi ra sao, tredc mat xem ra han cting khong them dé tam hai ni? t&
kia.

T6i hit mot hoi that sau, két qua nay von cling nam trong dy liéu cua t6i.
Tiéu Ky khong phéi ngudi da tinh, ha c6 thé vi hai thi ty ma tréd mat vGi
chinh thé hoang than, song, nghi t&i cach han doi dai vdéi hai thi thiép, toi
khong khoi c6 cam gidc bi thuwong. Ngan doi nay, nit nhan can dugc yéu
thwong ca doi, chd néi nhan sac cé thé phai, yéu thwong c6 thé nhat, cho du
duwgc sting ai hét mirc cling bat qua chi la thit d6 choi c6 thé tién tay vitt bo
duoc.

Lu Bang thay toi tram ngam khong néi lién cuwoi theo: “Hai thi ty kia
cling da biét hoi 16i, phai xt tri ra sao, mong Vwong phi dinh doat”.

“Puobi ra khéi phu di”, t6i than nhién noi.
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Toan than Lw Bang chan dong, quén ca lé tiét, hoang hot ngang dau nhin
toi, “Vwong phi noi la...”.

T6i ngung mat nhin nang, cwdi ma nhw khong cwoi, khong néi mot 10i.

“N0 ty hiéu”, Lw Bang run sg mot hoi 1au ma&i cham rai cdi xuoéng, khau
dau, rung giong néi, “N6 ty di lam ngay”.

Nang von cho rang t6i chi mudn thé hién uy phong cia Vwong phi, trach
phat lang nhuc hai thi ty kia mét héi la xong. Du sao cling la ngwoi bén
canh Tiéu Ky, h6m nay tdi tuy toi sai khién da la cho t6i thé dién, cung lam
la bi t6i bat di giat giti quét nha, ném chut kho sé, cho téi khi téi hét gian
roi van con c6 co hoi chuyén minh. C6 1€ ngay ca Tiéu Ky ciing cho la t6i
ghen ghét, thé thiép tranh gianh tinh cAm ma théi. T6i cham rai chinh stta
mong tay, khé mim cuoi.

Bon ho van nhin thép t6i.

Hai thi thiép kia con chwa duge buéc vao trong phong t6i da lap tire bi
mang di.

Ngoai san vang lén tiéng kéu khoc gidy dua ciia Ngoc Tric va Hanh Nhi,
dan dan di xa, tiéng kéu ciing nho lai.

Ta6i di tGi cira, dot nhién ngirng chan, dang dinh xoay nguoi tré vao thi
chgt mot tran gié noi 1én thoi vat do t6i tung bay.

Quay nguoi nhin ra bén ngoai san, hoi &m mua ha da dan dan ngadm vao
troi dat, hoa tan cudi xuan bi con gio thoi tung, roi 14 ta.

Hoa tan twa hong nhan, von thuong bac ménh.

Cac nang khong dwogc thwong yéu la do dau thai nham s6 ménh, tw minh
chon sai 16i di, gap sai nguoi.
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Co nguwoi von di sinh ra sai ménh, sau nay bang long véi s6 ménh von
cling c6 thé an binh séng mot doi; dang thwong nhat 1a nguwoi tam cao khi
ngao, ménh lai nhw manh gidy bac; mot loai nguwdi niva la than bat do ky,
tirng buwdc chong gai, hodc la liéu minh tién vé phia trudc, hodac 1a chiu vay
khon chét dan chét mon.

Bat dau tw khi nao tam dia t6i lai nhw sat da vay?
T6i cham rai di qua moi ngudi, noi noi toi qua, ngwdi nguwdi cui dau.

Mot dam t6i t@ thi nit ding thang & bén canh lai treéc sau khong dam hit
thd manh. Hai nguwdi thuong ngay 16n thé nhat ¢t nhw vay bi dudi khoi
phu, sy viéc chi dién ra trong chwra téi nira bu6i sang, t6i tham chi con chwa
nhin ky cac nang.

Trwdc kia mot ho van ng, nguwdi ngwdi khom lung déu chi 1a kinh sg
than phan cada t6i; hién gio thit cac nang kinh sg la nit ti* tam dia sat da,
manh mé tht doan... C6 1€ la tr khi ra doi, trong than thé t6i da chay xubi
dong méau lanh khoc cua gia dinh quyén than.

Twr gio vé sau, trong Vuong pha nay khéng con cé ai dam coi ré uy nghi
cua toi, lam trai y toi nita — ngoai tru Tiéu Ky.

Toi khé nhéch khoe mdi, cudi cho cai chuyén thé thiép tranh gianh tinh
cam. Chuyén nhue vay ma thay dugc & toi, toi cling cam thay c6 chit nhuc
nha.

Dong ho cung dong mau dang chay trén nguoi toi khong cho phép toi
chiu dung sy vii nhuc nhv vay — t6i dang cho xem, chd xem duong duong
Dv Churong Vuong, Pai twéng quan, phu quan cta téi lam sao &ng doi véi
sw quyét tuyét cda toi.

Trén ban da day gidy nhau nat, cha mot birc vé thanh. Trén gidy vé dinh
dai non nuwdc, cay c6i xanh twoi, hoa anh dao hong phan, thoang nhw quang

https://thuviensach.vn



canh trude kia. T6i kinh ngac nhin t¢ gidy day vét myc hon don, tam tinh
khong thé yén tinh noi.

Thang nam, da dén tiét chia nhau anh dao... “Dwdi tang cay chia nhau
qua anh dao. Bé? Tim? Lac dau, anh lay qua non. Khéng phai anh thich
mui vi chat. Ma vi nu cudi ctia bé con*”. Nam nit chén kinh thanh thwong
hay doc bai ca dao nay, cling tirng c6 mot thiéu nién cung t6i chia anh dao
nhu vay.

*Nguyén van: Thu ha phan thye anh dao, yén hong non tir bang nong
thiéu, phi lang thién ai thanh sap, vi bAc a mudi thudng hoan tiéu.

Pay la mot bai ca dao dugc truyén tir nhiéu thé ky tredc ¢ Trung Quoc.
Poc bai ca dao nay duong nhw ching ta c6 thé nhin thdy canh mot cau bé
va mot co bé & dudi goc cay cung nhau chia anh dao. Hai ngudi c6 thé la
hai dita tré vo tw, la thanh mai tric ma, cling c6 thé chinh la anh em mot
nha. Nhitng qud anh dao cé thé la do ho vira mdi tréo 1én cdy nha minh
hodc nha khac hai xuéng, van con tham dam giot swong, c6 qua da chin,
cling c6 qua con xanh. Ca ca tan tinh tréo 1én cay hai roi can than ném
xuong dwéi goc cay, sg ném trang mudi mudi. Mudi mudi gio vat 4o dyng
anh dao, ti mi nhat tirng qua dwdi goc cay. Mot 1at sau, mudi mudi goi vdi
1én bao ca ca dirng hai nita, da da nhiéu ro6i, nhanh tréo xudng di. Ca ca
nghe 101, nhay xuong dudi, giot swong dau canh cay roi xuéng ban vao hai
nguoi. Ca ca d& 1ay vat 4o ciia mudi mudi, tim mat cé bang phang trai
chiéu ra dé hai ngudi ngoi xuoéng, dong thoi chia sé phan do an ngon nay.
Ca ca dé cho mudi mudi chon qua ma an, hong hay tim gi cling dugc.
“Huynh chi thich an qua nao con xanh thoéi, nhitng qua khac mudi tuy y
chon di, con lai dé cho huynh hét, huynh lwdi chon 1am”. Ca ca nhay mat
v&i mudi mudi, thuan tay bé6 mot qua mau xanh vao miéng, dot nhién nham
mat lai, chat qua di... Mudi mudi nhin vé chat vat ctia ca ca, cudi ha ha:
“Ca ca, huynh that thi vi, sao lai khong an qua mau do, ngoc that”. Ca ca
chép chép miéng: “Mudi mudi nhanh an di, huynh thich loai qua nhv vay,
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c6 thé mot hoi an nhiéu qua day”. Phéi chang tinh canh trong bai ca dao la
nhw thé nay? That mudn quay tré vé nghin nam trwdc, 1én lat nip sau cay
anh dao, xem xem c0 phai la nhw vay khong.

T6i nhat thoi hoang hot, co6 tay khong kim duwgc run ray, mot giot myc
dam t dau ngon but rét xudng, lan dan ra trén giady trang.

“Bo di”, toi ditng day, dat biit xuéng, khé the dai.

Poc sach dé tinh tam, vé dé vui vé, nhung vdi tam tw hién tai thi cang vé
chi cang thém lo lang thoi.

Toi dong ctra ca ngay khong ra ngoai, lic con dang vui dau trong thw
hoa, nhitng nguwdi bén canh déu da nhan nha di choi ca roi.

Thue sy d6 1a hanh dong dwong duong tw dac hay tiec gian phan no, chi
c6 chinh minh méi r6 rang.

Lién tiép may ngay troi qua, Tiéu Ky khong hé dap tré lai. Chuyén thi
thiép bi dudi that giong nhuw khéng c6 1ay chiat quan hé nao véi han, t6i lam
gi, dwong nhuw han ciing khong théem dé y. Khong con c6 nguwdi cha y tGi
chuyén nay nita, tita nhw mot tang da bi quang vao ho nuwdc sau, lang 1€
chim xudng.

May ngay roi toi tham chi con khong néi chuyén dwoc véi Tieu Ky vai
cau. Han thinh thodng téi tham t6i, néi doi 16i r6i voi va di.

Co6 hai hom ltic dém khuya, han lang 1€ t6i day, t6i da di ngt. RO rang
trong rém van sang anh nén, téi con twra trén goi doc sach, han ciing khong
dé thi ty vao thong bam, chi lang lang ditng ngoai ctra mot 1at roi roi di.

Han & bén ngoai t6i biét, Ngoc Tu khdng dam noi, chi cé6 anh mat khong
nging liéc ra ngoai.
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To6i gid vo khong biét, tat déen roi nghiéng ngudi ngu.

Han chang qua dang dogi toi cui dau, chg toi m@ miéng trude gidi thich
v&i han.

Ng6i khong duwéi cira, ngdy ngdc nhin to gidy trang but muc kho nira
ngay, bat giac bong hoang hén da budng.

Ngoc Tu thu xép cho thi nit lam viéc. Nhitng ngay qua, nang da quen véi
t0i, 14 gan cling dan dan 16n, biéu hién thong minh lanh lgi. Mot c6 bé muwoi
lam tu6i, c6 thé hoc duge cach khon ngoan nhu vay e la cling da phai chiu
nhiéu dau kho, cang khién t6i thwong tinh.

“Péu lui di, & day c6 ta hau ha la dwgc”. Gigng diéu Ngoc T gia dan,
du6i mot bon thi ty ra khéi phong.

T6i bubn cuwoi liéc nang mat cai, lai thdy nang nhin quanh, lang 1é mé
hop dung thirc an ra.

“Vuong phi, no ty tim dwgc mot thit rat hay”, nang cwoi, khdée mat cong
cong, chép miii hoi nhéch lén vé dé thuong.

Mot mui rigu nong tan ra, toéi ngan ngudi, chgt vui vé noéi, “Nguoi tim
duwgc ruou?”.

“Nhé giong mot chut, can than nguwdi ngoai nghe duwgc!”, Ngoc Td cudng
quyt quay nguoi gitlt ctra, lang 1é che miéng nai, “N6 ty trom dugc tr phong
bép”.

T6i bi bd dang cia nang choc cwdi, ban tinh bwéng binh noi 1én, trude
gi0 toi chua tirng uéng rwgu di trém, lap tic cdm thay hang hai.

Tt khi t6éi Ninh Soc dén gig, bi da thwong, bénh quan than, dai phu
khong ngung dan do phai kiéng regu. Hien tai thwong tich da khoi ma toi
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van chua dugc uéng nira ngum rugu nao. Lic nay ngi thdy mui rugu, toi
nhw mé cd trong bung, phién mudn tran day trong long titc khac bi ném
sang mot bén.

Toi dudi dam thi ty di, bat tay cing Ngoc Tt khiéng ban ra dwdi tan cay,
con dé Ngoc T & lai doi am vGi minh.

Khéng ngd c6 bé nay cling mé rugu, uéng say réi mat do birng 1én, noi
cting nhiéu.

Ngoc Tt néi cha nang yéu revgu nhw mang, lic say thuwong danh chui
nang.

“Cha nguoi hién dang ¢ dau?”, tdi da cam thay c6 chtt say, chong tay 1én
tran, nhiu may hai.

“Sém da qua doi, me cling mat...”, nang nam bo trén ban, giong néi lo
mo, “Cé khi muén dugce cha mang mét tran ma lai khong tim dwoc nguwoi,
chi con mot minh no ty...”.

To6i kinh ngac nhé t6i phu than, trong long chua x6t, dang dinh hoi tiép
thi nhan thay nang da ngu guc.

Duwdi bong dém, sac mat nang dé hong, ro rang van con rat tré con. Toi
cwoi lac dau, 6m ntra binh reegu ditng day, ldo dao di vé phia trdc, mudn
tim mot noi thanh tinh khéng c6 nguwdi uéng hét binh rugu nay.

Xung quanh yén tinh, chi nghe thdy tiéng dé kéu duwdi tham co, thay anh
trang bién cwong nhu lua, sao thwa may nhat.

“Duéi tang cay chia nhau qua anh dao. B6? Tim? Lac dau, anh 1ay qua
non. Khong phai anh thich mui vi chat. Ma vi nu cudi ctia bé con”, t6i bat
tri bat gidc ngdm bai ca nay, dwéi chan nhiin ra, phai ngo6i xuéng mot tang
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da. Toc bui sém da bung x0a, toi cGi giay, gio binh regu 1én miéng, ngra
dau ma uong.

Van la bubi dém nay, van la anh trang nay, ngwdi nao tirng lam ban say
VOi t0i?

Toi c6 gang hét sirc dé khong nghi tdi cdi tén ay, nhung lai khong x6a
duwgc than anh bach y sang to tredc mat.

Khung canh dan dan mo mang, biét ro la 4o canh nhuwng t6i van mudn
dwgc gan thém chat it. Song chi trong nhay mat, moi do canh déu bién mat,
chi con canh dém thanh vang khéng mot bong ngudi. Téi cwdi khé gio binh
rrou 1én, nhung regu bén trong lai chdy ao ra khién t6i giat minh tinh lai.

Trong khoang khong vo dinh, t6i ngtra dau, mudn udéng can ngum rugu
cudi cung, dot nhién, ban tay trong trdi, binh rugu khong con nita.

Phia sau c6 nguwoi doat 1ay binh rgu, 6m t6i vao long.

“Pirng nao loan, T® Pam...”, toi nham mat mim cwdi, theo dudi do anh
noi day long.

Khong dgi t6i mdé mat ra, bén eo dd cam giac cang thang, than thé bong
nhién bay len khong, bi nguroi khac 6m ngang.

T6i chi thady minh nhe bang, ngudi van ¢ trong mong, lam bam noi,
“Mudi hién gid da ga cho ngudi khac, huynh khong biét sao...”.

Nhung canh tay kia chi 6m t6i chdt hon.

Nuwdc mat lan xudng, t6i nham chat mat lai, khéng dam nhin T Dam,
chéan néan néi, “Han... han doi v&i mudi rat tot. Huynh di di...”.

Nguoi kia dung lai, sau do hai canh tay bi gitt chat, toi khong nhuc nhich
duoc.
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Toi khong ty cha day ngwdi kia ra, lai cham vao thit lanh bang nhu 4o
giap.

Bi ca kinh, t6i ngac nhién nguwdc mat, cdm giac say nhat thdi mat di hon
nita, than tri cling tinh lai theo — trr6c mat la vé phan nd cda Tiéu Ky.

Toi that than trong phit choc, khong néi dwgc 16i nao, chi cam thay troi
dat quay cuong.

Tiéu Ky khong noi mot 161 0m t6i vao trong phong, cti nguoi dat len
givong. Trong phong chwa thap dén, trong 4nh sang mo mo t6i khong nhin

ro than sac han, chi thdy trén guwong mat kia pht mot 16p swong lanh nhw
trang.

Trwdc nguc chot lanh, vat 4o bi han mé ra téi dau vai.

“Khong duwgc!”, toi dot nhién phuc hoi tinh than, che vat 4o lai, hodng s¢
né vao goc givong.

Han lanh ling nhin, trong mat tira nhw c6 tia sdng sac nhon xet qua,
“Khong dugc thé nao?”.

T6i nhat thoi khong thé noi, trong long sot sang, boi roi lac dau, co rim
lai & goc givong.

Thay han cti nguwoi vion tdi, toi ca kinh muén ditng day tron, c6 tay lai

bi han giit chat.

“Ca ngudi toan mui rugu, lai khong cdi do ra, nang cho rang ta mudn
lam gi?”, han dot nhién titc gian, hai tay gilt chat, giat 4o cua t6i xuong,
ngay ca 4o trong ciing bi giat xudng theo.

T6i ngdy ngudi, nhin 4o bi cdi sach, da thit trang ngan 10 ra treéc mat
han.
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Pay khong phai la lan dau tién han cdi do t6i, cling khong phai la 1an dau
tién bi han thay. Toi da la thé ti cua han, cho du han c6 thay ciing la 1é
thuwong tinh — chi cé diéu, phwong thitc nhw vay 1a mao pham!

Lic han cdi ngudi toan cdi vay, toi trd tay giang mot bat tai.

“Ta la phu quan ciaa nang”, han khong ngang dau 1én, nam lay c6 tay toi,
“Khong phai nguwoi ma nang c6 thé tuy tién danh”.

Han lanh lung nhin, khée m6i nhéch 1én méng nhw [wdi dao, “Ni nhan
cua ta c6 thé kiéu ngao, khong thé kiéu cang”.

To6i kinh ngac dén quén thd, cam giac say lai tim dén, buon burc don nén
mdy ngay nay chgt trao dang.

“Ta cling la thé tir ciia chang, khong phai la dich nhan, khong phai la con
ngwa mudn thuan phuc la thuan phuc!”, t6i ngwéc mat nhin thang han, vira
néi mot cau da nghen ngao, nwdc mat khong kim dwgce roi xuéng. Toi can
moi nghiéng mat di, 4o ndo vi chinh minh khong ngan dwgc nwéc mat, dé
10 vé yéu dudi.

Han tram mdac mot 1at, budng tay t6i ra, gio tay lau nwdc mat cho toi.

Toi dot nhién gat tay han ra, ca gian thot 1én: “Ta néu nhu kiéu cang, ha
con chiu chang nhuc nha lan nita? Thanh than ba nam, ta mot minh song &

Huy chau, khong c6 ntta phan khong ding véi chang, chang cling yén binh
hwdng phuc... Tiéu Ky, chang c6 tirng hoi long, cé ting coi ta la thée t@?”.

Han ngo ngan, binh tinh nhin t6i, than sac trong mat kho lwong.

“Bat ké chang vi cdi gi ma cudi ta, ta cling khong quan chang c6 coi ta la
thé tit khong, truyén trudc kia tat ca déu cho qua, ta cling khong oan trach
chang!”, nwéc mat roi nhw mwa, giong noi t6i run ray, “T nay vé sau, ta
mac ké chang tam thé t¢ thiép, chang & lai Ninh Soc, ta vé kinh thanh, lic
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do troi xa dat xa, yén binh moi nguwdi. Chang lam Dy Chuong Vuong cta
chang, ta lam Quan chua cua ta, thay vi dong dang di mong*, chi bang...”.

*Pong sang di mong: cung song chung, lam viéc vGi nhau, nhung tinh
toan, suy nghi, chi hwéng khac nhau

“Ngam miéng!”, han dot nhién gian dit mang.
Cam t6i bi han gitr chat, khong néi ra 10i.

Hai mat han sang dot ngudi, dwgc anh trang chiéu vao, soi rd bong nguoi
cta t6i. Ma trong mat toi c6 1€ cling chi c6 bong dang han.

Gio khac nay, trong mat chiing to6i chi c6 bong dang ctia nhau, khong c6
ai khac, moi tht déu tré nén trong sudt vo hinh. Ai ciing khong néi, téi con
run rdy, nwéc mat chdy xuéng ma, trugt qua mat rét vao long ban tay han.
To6i chira bao gid biét minh c6é nhiéu nwdc mat dén vay, tira ho nhuw tat ca
nhitng uat (*c ba ndam nay déu bién thanh nwdc mat trao ra.

Han nhin t6i that lau, vé gian di trong mat da gidm, cé thém chuit am u.

Tram mdc mot Iic 1au, han thé dai néi, “Nhitng 10i an doan nghia tuyét
nhw vay... nang ciing c6 thé néi?”.

Toi sitng ngudi, nghe thay bon chit “an doan nghia tuyét” kia, dwong nhw
bi céi gi do kich dong, khong ndi thanh 10i.

“Nang that khong can?”, han vdi va nhin t6i, & noi sau tham trong day
mat khong con Iudi dao sang sac nhon nhw thwong ngay, chi cam thay u
dot.

Loi vira héi, long t6i cling chan dong.
Toi that khong can sao? Moéi nhan duyén nay, nam nhan nay... déu da

thay doi cudc doi minh, t6i con c6 thé ty ltra gat ban than néi khong can u?
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Anh tring trong tréo lanh 180 chiéu vao ddy mét hin, chi thdy sy tréng
vang khon cung, t6i hodng hot cam giac nhw gio khac nay Tiéu Ky bién
thanh mot ngwoi khac, khong phai Pai twéng quan quat thao thién ha, cting
khong phédi Dy Chuong Vwong quyén khuynh triéu da ma chi 1a mot nam
nhan co don.

Han ciing sé c6 don sao, t6i khong tin, nhing lai thay dwoc rd rang noi
c6 don mat mat trong mat han.

Anh tring nhu héa thanh nwdc, cham rai chay qua long t6i, day long dan
mém mai, mo ho6 ndi lén sw thuwong xot.

Han lai hoi t6i, “Néu khong can vi sao lai canh canh trong long hai thi
thiép?”.

Toi nhat thoi tirc gian thot 1én, “Ai canh canh trong long? Ta chang qua
chi mu6n nhao chang...”. Mt cau thot ra mdi giat minh biét da 18 161,
muon thu hoi cling khong kip nita. Téi ling ting, ngan ngo can moi, cung
han bon mat nhin nhau, trong doi mat kia chgt thdy c6 am ap.

“Nhao ta cai gi?”, han cti nguwdi lai gan, cwdi ma nhw khong cwdi nhin
toi, “Nhao ta c6 nit nhan khac, hay la nhao ta khong quan tam nang?”.

Mot loat nhitng cau hoi ctia han da xuyén thau moi tam tw cta toi, khién
toi xau ho vo cung.

T6i hung hang trirng mat nhin han, ra sttc thanh thoat khoi sy kiém ché &
hai tay han. Pa thé, ngudi dang han nay con cuwdi ha ha, bat dwoc hai tay
t0i, thudn thé nga xuéng giwdng. Han cdi ngwoi nhin, chi cach toi trong
gang tdc, hoi thd dm &p phat qua c6, “Nang chung quy van khéng noi
chuyén tir té€ dwgc, phai ép budc mdi 16 rd ban chat”.

T6i nhat dinh phai cho han gian dén ngat luon di, bat chap ca hinh twgng
mac sic danh da han.
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Han cui dau cwoi bén tai téi, “Nhu thé nay méi dung, ghen tuong manh
mé hung han, dich thyc la ni? tt yéu ghét ro rang noi vach nai hom do!”.

Tay phdi t6i vira tranh thoat dwgc, dang bue titc muon danh han lai nghe
thdy mot cau “noi vach nii hom d6”, nhat thoi rung dong, so sét dudi tay,
lai khong danh xuéng dwgc. Mot man sinh ti* gan bé hién ro rang tredc
mat, tay cua han, kiém cda han, gwong mat han... Han bat 13y tay toi, gitt &
tredc nguwe, cham vao 4o giap lanh bang khién t6i phat rét.

T6i ngan ngo nhin han, day 1ong mém mai khong tirc gian noi.

“Tai sao lai mdc 4o giap?”, toi thap giong héi. Ba khuya thé nay, chang
1& con mudn ra ngoai?

Han cwdi nhat, “Dang mu6n tuan tra doanh trai”.

“Pa qua gio Ty...”, toi nhiu may, nghi dén han gan day thuong xuyén
ban ron, khong khoi rung minh, “C6 chuyen xay ra sao?”.

“Khong c6 chuyén gi, quan vu khong thé nghi ngoi ngay nao”, han cuoi
cuoi, vé mat trd lai nghiém nghi nhv thuwong ngay, “Khong con sém nita,
nang nghi ngoi di”.

Toi thap mat gat dau, lai khong biét nén ndi gi. Nhin han xoay ngudi roi
di, chot nhé ra diéu gi do, voi vang dirng day goi han lai, “Chd mot chut!
Ao khodc 16ng citu ctia chang van & ddy... Bén ngoai dém lanh...”.

Pon nhan 4nh mat rang r&d cua han, giong noi téi bat gidc nhé dan, hai tai
néng lén, khong néi tiép duogc.

Han khong néi gi, mac nhién quay nguai lai, nhan 1ay do khoac trong tay
toi.

Toi cti dau, khong dam nhin han.
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Han dot nhién nang mat t6i 1én, chwa dé toi 14y lai tinh than, d6i moi da
pht xudng... Bong, troi dat bién doi, phang phat nhw c6 con gi6é néng bong
quét qua. Hoi thd nam tit manh liét khong cho phép khang cw, twva nhw mot
cudc cong thanh chiém dat diing manh ma tryc tiép, khong cé nira phan do
dy, danh tan tinh cdm 6m ap noi day long toi.

Cach day that 1au, lau téi miic t6i von da quén, khi d6 c6 mot thiéu nién
tirng diu dang hoén t6i... Noi hanh lang gap khtc trong Diéu Quang dién,
gi6 mat thoi vat do bay tung, liéu xanh nhw may, thiéu nién nho nha diu
dang nhu nwdc mua xuan kia cti dau nhe nhang hon 1én moi t6i. Mém mai,
am ap, khién toi trgn tron mat.

Trong ky tc vé nu hén dau kia, két thic 1a t6i khong hiéu phong tinh hét
1én: “A, Tt Pam, huynh can mudi!”.

T BPam, T® Pam.

Strc lyc toan than bién mat, to6i ditng khong vitng, eo bi han mot tay git
chat. Canh tay nay thudc vé Tiéu Ky, thudc vé phu quan cua t6i... khong
phai nguwdi xwa. Thiéu nién nho nha kia va t6i da xa nhau, xa tya may doi.

Giong néi Tiéu Ky vang l1én, khan khan ma quyét liét, “Trong ltc cé ta
va nang, khong dugc cé thém nguoi khac”.

T6i run 1én, nham mat khong ddam ngang dau. Han han da biét, c6 1é
tredc khi cwdi téi han da biét. Ngay xwa trong kinh, ngudi nguoi déu biét
Thugng Duwong Quan chia va Tam dién ha la mot doi bich nhan... Ma
nhitng 10i t6i vira noi trong ltic say, han déu nghe hét duoc.

Toi dot nhién, dot nhién cdm thay lanh, t&i gio m&i phat giac ra minh
ding chan tran khong trén mat dat.

Tiéu Ky nhin b dang chan tran cta t6i, ci’di mot tiéng, mot lan nita 6m
toi vé givong.
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Han dwa mat nhin t6i, than sac diu dang, trén 16ng may van hoi nhan lai,
twra nhw vét dao khac von cé.

“Sau nay, ta sé khong con c6 nit nhan khac”, han cuwdi nhat, ditng day,
“Trong luc c6 ta va nang cting sé khong c6 nguoi khac niva”.

Han khong quay dau lai, c thé buwdc ra ngoai, toi kinh ngac nhin béng
lung cta han, qua mét lic lau van cam giac hoi thd han quan quanh bon
phia.
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Luw Bang an can dang tra lén, xudi tay khom luwng ditng & bén canh nhin
to0i cau may uéng maot hép, vui vé cudi ndi: “Néu Vuong phi khong thich
tra ddac, dé no ty sai nguwdi pha am khac”.

Toi khoat tay, 1anh dam héi, “Hai thi ty kia da giai quyét xong chwa?”.

“N0 ty da dwa ngan lwgng t6i, Ngoc Tric nhan r6i, chi c6 Hanh Nhi kia
khong biét tot xdu...”. L Bang biu moi, dang dinh néi tiép thi t6i cat
ngang 16i, “Nang tirng hau ha Vuong gia, ditng bac dai nang”.

“Vuong phi nhan hau, la phuc cta chung ha nhan”, nang voi vang khom
nguoi noi.

To6i cdi mot tiéng ty giéu, chi cAm thdy hai chit nhan hau vira réi vo
cung cham choc. Hai ni ty kia cling khong pham phadi sai 1am 16n gi ma
cudc doi nay coi nhw da bi pha hty. Giong nhe Ha Lan Cham bj dit co tay,
vdi Tiéu Ky la tritng phat ding t0i, nhung v6i toc nhan ctia han thi khong
phai khong la chuyén thé tham anh diing.

To6i da 1én hoi L Bang méi biét cac thi thiép déu khong c6 con n6i dong.
Chuyén nay khong phai tinh c¢. Lw Bang néi, moi lan thi tim, Vwong gia

déu ban thudc téi, c6 1€ 1a ngai than phan ti tién cua thi thiép, khong xitng
dang sinh con cho Vuong gia.

Loi nay t6i khong tin. Néu la con cda gia dinh quyén quy vong toc, lam
nhw vay khong cé gi la ky la, nhung Tiéu Ky khong phai ngwoi giong ho.
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L Bang nay tam tu linh hoat, néi chuyén hgp tinh hop y, biét nhin nét
mat chi nhan. Thay t6i Iwu y hoi tham cudc song sinh hoat hang ngay cta
Vuong gia, nang vira trdm nhin vira cwdi, cai gan sat lai bén canh t6i, thap
giong noi, “Vwong gia thwong luén ngu mot minh, hién gio than thé Vuong
phi da tot 1én r6i ma van mot minh, day khong phéi chuyén nho dau”.

T6i quay dau ho mot tiéng, che gidu giwong mat dang nong 1én. Nang
cang ndi cang ky cuc: “Tam tw cia Vwong gia doi vGi ngudi, ngudi mu
cling c6 thé thay duwgc. Ngai moi dém déu téi tham hoi, hon nira dém roi
ma khong ngt lai. Tuy n6i Vwong phi tinh tinh hién lanh doan trang, nhung
chuyén nam ni* chon khué phong nay...”.

Toi ditng 1én, hai tai néng ran, lanh lung noi, “Lw phu nhan, ngwoi quan
ly sw vu trong phu cling da 1au lam r6i, phai biét nhat c¥ nhat dong déu la
lam gwong cho ngudi duwdi, can cé chirng muc”.

Lu Bang tai mat, lui sang mot bén khong dam néi nhiéu. T6i nhiu may
nhin nang, chi cdm thdy nguwdi nay that biét cach ninh hot, tam tw khong
ngay, khong thé gii lai 1du ngay bén minh. Trong dau lap tic xuat hién y
nghi muon dudi nang di, song tudi tac nang cling da cao, lai ¢ trong phu vat
va lau nhu vay, cudi cung c6 chit khong danh long. T6i tram ngdm choc
lat, khong chut dong tinh, cho nang lui ra.

Hai tai van chwa hét néng. Lu Bang mac du néi thé tuc qué mua, nhung
khong phdi la hoan toan khong c6 dao ly.

May ngay qua, Tiéu Ky v6 cung ban ron, thwong ca ngay khong thay
boéng dang dau, mot khi trd vé phu la c6 twdng linh khong ngirng ra vao
nghi su... Ngay ca nhu thé, moi dém chang van t6i tham t6i, c6 bao nhiéu
10i can noi vai toi déu ndi mot hoi, c6 khi mudn nhin thay t6i nga yén roi
mai roi di.
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Tt sau dém hom ay, chang khong tiép tuc c6 nhitng ct chi cot nha mao
pham nita, thi thodng c6 than thiét nhung cting khong viegt qua khuon phép.

Ngay ca Ngoc Tu cling t'ng dé mat hoi toi vi sao Vuong gia khong ngu
lai.

Cac nang khong hiéu dwgc, nhung t6i thi hiéu rd. Tiéu Ky chang qua la
dang dgi. Chang la mot ngwoi qua kiéu ngao, khong chiu dung dugc du chi
mot chut thiét thoi miéng cwdng — diém nay, chiing t6i sao ma giong nhau.
Chang dang cho toi cam tam tinh nguyén, x6a sach bong dang cua nguoi
khac, nhu 101 chang tirng noi: “Gitra ching ta khong c6 them nguoi khac
nia”.

To6i than thd ditng ¢ hanh lang, trong long buon rau, khong phan biét rd
tam tinh.

Tiéu Ky sé khong hiéu, d6 khong phai la ngudi khac, dé 1a Te Bam...
C6 qua nhiéu loai tinh cam gitra to6i va T®* Pam, mdc du vt bé tinh yéu
nam nit, ching t6i van la huynh mudi, la tri ky, la nhitng ngudi cing chung
song trong nam thang tot dep kia. Mdc du dung mot tir “nguwdi ngoai” c6
thé x6a sach moi thit, song nhitng thit da khac ghi vao sau trong tri nhg, chi
e la ca doi nay cling khong lau di duogc.

Gio ngo vira qua, dang muo6n nghi ngoi chdc 1at lai thdy mot ty nit voi
vang di tdi: “Khdi bam Vwong phi, Vwong gia vira méi vé pht, moi Vuong
phi lap tirc t6i thu phong”.

Toi giat minh, ké tir khi t6i day toi con chwa dat chan téi thuv phong
chang mot budc, trong bung bat giac thap thom.

T6i khong kip trang diém, chi vén t6c mai 1én, v0i va di. Doc duwong tam
tw bat dinh, mo hé cam gidc dwgc c6 chuyén xdy ra.
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Dén cira thw phong, t6i nong long, khong doi thi vé vao thong bam da
trie tiép ma ctra phong dang khép ho.

Vira mdi di vao, toi chot ngo ngan, thay trong phong con c6 ngwoi khac
— Tiéu Ky dirng chap tay, hét sttc cham chi ng6 nhin mot tdm dia do, ¢ phia
sau chang c6 hai twdng linh ditng thang nguoi, thay t6i di vao, tat cad ngan
ra.

To6i thdy minh da qudy nhiéu moi ngwoi nghi s lién ay ndy cwoi mot
tiéng, xoay ngwoi lui ra.

Lai nghe thay giong néi ctia Tiéu Ky vang lén & phia sau, trong sy uy
nghiém con toat ra y cudi nhe, “Di dau day?”.

T6i chi con cach quay lai, than nhién di vao, nhin hai twéng linh kia, gat
dau cwoi mot tiéng. Nguwoi bén trai la mot dai twéng khoi ngd nhiéu rau,
sttng so nhin t6i mot hoi méi s¢ hai cti dau, sac mat ling ting; nguwdi bén
phai 1a mot twéng quan tré tudi anh tudn cao ngat, thay toi di vao cling
khong biét cui dau tranh, khuén mat nho nha hién gio 1a mot vé ngay nguaoi
vi sac.

T6i khong nhin, cdi dau xudng, khé nhéch khée moi hanh 1€ véi Tiéu Ky.

Tiéu Ky khong cuoi nita, tram giong noi, “Vwong phi da tdi day roi, cac
nguoi lui xuong truede di, chuyén nay ngay mai ban tiép”.
“Thudc ha tuan 1énh”, hai ngudi dong thanh dap. Pai twéng hao phéng

kia khé khom nguoi, 1ap tirc quay dau roi di, nhung vi twéng quan nho nha
lai dwdng nhuw sttng sot, chdc 1at m@i voi va lui ra ngoai.

T6i khong kiém ché dwgce, bat cudi: “Déu la nhitng twéng quan 16 mang
khong biét 1€ tiét”.
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Tiéu Ky cuwoi lac dau, “Chinh minh 16 mang con néi nguwoi khac vo 1é,
nao co ai khong noi dao ly nhu vay?”.

T6i nhwdng may, “Ta tGi gap phu quan ctia minh lai can nhwgng 1€ véi
ai?”.

Tiéu Ky nghe dugc 16i nay, trong mat ngdp tran y cuwdi, nam lay tay toi,
dan toi t6i trude bire dia do 16n kia.
“Pay la dia do nwdc ta?”, to6i mé to mat, bi hdp dan bdi dién tich rong 16n

cua dat nuwdc.

Tiéu Ky cuoi nhat, dua tay 1én chi dia do, ngao nghé noéi: “Day la nui
song ta ngwa chién nira doi, tram van twéng si tha vé cung khai pha”.

To6i bi than sac ctia chang lam cho kinh sg, gio phiat nay Tiéu Ky mo ho
c6 thai do thém thuong Long y. Nhin theo tay chang chi, giang son trung
diép phon hoa trén dia do kia lam toi kich dong, im lang mot Iic khong néi
gl.

May ngay nay, mdc du ngay ca mot chit tin titc mong manh t6i cling
khong nghe dugc, nhung t6i lai c6 cam giac hoi hop lo lang khac thuong.
Nhitng twéng linh v4i vang ra vao kia, su6t ngay suét dém nghi s, con cé
tam dia do 16n nay... Lic nay toi biét chac da cé chuyén xay ra.

T6i mdi dén Ninh S6c dugc hon mot thang, cudc séng an binh khong
mang danh 1gi da vo tinh tim t6i, lic nay nghi dén khién t6i than tho.

To6i thd dai, ngwdc mat nhin vé Tiéu Ky, doi chang 1én tiéng.
Tiéu Ky dwa mét nhin t6i, “Nang con nhé On Téng Than chi?”.

Toi ngac nhién, khong dv liéu dugc chang lai nhac t6i cai tén nay — Hitu
twéng duwong triéu, quyén than sanh vai cung phu than, ngudi duy nhat dam
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chong lai Vwong toc, cling la doi tha nhiéu nam cua phu than. T6i khong
khoi gian mat cuwdi noi, “Vi sao dot nhién lai nhac téi Hitu twéng?”.

Than sac Tiéu Ky lanh nhat, xoay ngudi trd vé phia sau ban lam viéc,
nghiéng dau ndi, “Han da khong con la Htu twéng nita”.

Tbi nhét thoi dao dong, kinh ngac héi, “On twéng dugc thing chitc?”.

“Chin ngay trwdc, On Tong Than vi pham toi bi cach chitc; bay ngay
trede, ca nha ho On bi bit vao nguc”. Giong néi Tiéu Ky lanh nhu sat,
“Theo nhw mat ham dwoc dwa tGi thi ba ngay trwedc la thoi diém han bi
chém dau”.

Toi dot nhién lui vé phia sau mdy budc, thang dén khi lvng cham phai
tam binh phong méi dirng lai. Truedc mat hién ra mét than dnh quen thudc.
Mot dai than khi khai cao ngao, danh si dwong thoi, thu phuc khong biét
bao nhiéu nguwdi hom nay da la mot thi thé nam trong quan tai go.

Mot cam giac lanh I€o thiu xwong tir gan ban chan chay ngugc 1én, t6i
hoang hot, lam bam noi, “Trong kinh xay ra chuyén gi? C6 cd, phu than,
me,... ho ra sao r6i?”. Nghi tdi trong kinh c6 thé c6 hang loat bién cd, long
toi nhat thoi roi loan, tat ca oan niém déu bi ném 1én chin tang may, chi sg
ngwoi nha gap nguy hiém.

Tiéu Ky gio tay vé phia toi, nhe nhang néi, “T¢i day”.

Toi dé mac cho chang nam tay, giit 1ay khuyu tay, kinh ngac dén nhan
anh mat chang. Trong doi mat ay dudng nhw c6 mot sttc manh ky la khién
toi an tam, dan dan binh tinh lai.

“Nhitng chuyén nay sém mudn gi nang ciing sé biét, khong thé che giau
mai dugc, sau nay nang con phai ddim dwong nhiéu viéc hon nita”. Nu cuoi
chang binh tinh, thay t6i vén nhitng sgi t6c mai bay loan, “Cho du troi dat
c6 bi lat tung thi ta van ¢ day, khong c6 gi dang dé kinh sg ca”.
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Thang nam naoi bién cuong, that khong ngo lai cho tdi cam giac rét lanh.

Toi nghe Tiéu Ky ké so qua ti* dau t6i cudi 4n ctia On twéng, dau ngén
tay lanh nhw bang, lan téa ra bon phwong tam huwéng.

Von twéng rang Tt Thu dén t6i, Ha Lan thua chay, hét thay nguy co déu
da qua — nhung toi tuyét doi khong nghi t6i, dé méi chi la khaéi dau ctia mot
trang giét choc.

Thai tr kiéu cang khong tai khong dirc da s6m khién Hoang thwgng that
vong. Co c6 mac du két téc cung Hoang thwgng tir thud nho nhung khong
dwgc yéu thuong nhiéu. Bao nam qua, Hoang thwgng van luon chi sung ai
Ta Quy phi, thién vi Tt Dam, D€ hdu mo6i ngay mot xa cach, lam Hoang
thwong cang ltc cang muo6n phé vi. Hién tai Ta Quy phi 6m chét, Tt Pam
bi truc xuat, bén trong c6 c6 co6 tham gia chinh s, bén ngoai phu than
chuyén quyén, ma hon nhan cua t6i vGi Tiéu Ky da gitip cho quyeén thé cta
dong ho Vuong nhu mdt troi ban trua.

Hoang that tranh gianh cting ngoai thich, Tiéu Ky trg veé tir phia bac sé
thanh xu thé nwdc Itta. Hoang thugng cudi cung cling hiéu dwgc déi canh
cta Thai ti¥ da thanh. Chuyén nay tha ho vé ritng, b6n muoi van dai quan
cung sau quan phrong bac déu nam trong tay Tiéu Ky, mot khi cé chang,
dong ho Vwong khong thé bi dao dong.

Mot khi Thai t¥ ké vi, thién ha sé hoan toan roi vao tay dong ho Vuwong.

Hoang thugng bi c6 1ap trong kinh, thé lyc cadc phién Vuong hoang that
da sém tiéu vong sau chién loan phwong bac. Chi c6 chw Vwong chon
Giang Nam nam do an phan tha thuwdng, may man bao ton dwoc Iuc lwgng,
nhung lai nam ngoai tam tay véi cua kinh thanh, xa nhau ngan dam.

Chi con mot minh Hitu twéng On Téng Than tung hd Hoang thuong phé
vi, da sttc chong lai phu than trong triéu, am tham muwu d6 cung chw Vuong
Giang Nam.
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Tiéu Ky sau khi thanh than quay tré vé Ninh Séc, dudi sw ting ho cua c6
c6 va phu than, nhanh tréong nam gitt sau tran bac canh, may lan lay ly do
quan vu khan cap chéng lai hoang ménh, tir ch6i khong phung chi vé kinh.
Triéu dinh kiéng ky bon muoi van binh ma trong tay chang, nhat thoi
khong thé lam gi.

Thai tr bén trong c6 thé lic ngoai thich, bén ngoai c6 trong binh ho trg,
néu muon phé di, tredce tién phai loai bo binh quyén trong tay Tiéu Ky.

Mat thay Tiéu Ky ngang nhién chong lai hoang ménh, Hoang thwgng rot
cudc ha quyét tim cung Hitu twéng On Tong Than bé tri doc ké — phéi Pai
twdng than tin T Thu cung Binh bo Ta Thi lang B6 Minh muwgn danh giam
sat tién vao chiém git* Ninh Séc, 1én ké hoach am tham dung thé lyc bat ép
Tiéu Ky, tuy thoi cwép 14y binh quyén.

Lai khong luwong trwdc dwge Tw Thu da tdm birng birng, mot 1ong mudn
nhan co hoi nay giét Tiéu Ky, 1én ciu két cung Ha Lan Cham mwon dao
giét nguoi, tredc am sat Tiéu Ky, sau do t6i 1én dau toc Ha Lan, tir d6 doan
tuyét hau hoa.

Nhung Tiéu Ky la ai ch¥? Ba s6m biét dugc ké hoach lién twong ké tyu
ké, héa Ttr Thu muwon dao giét nguwdi thanh mot mii tén ching hai chim —
ngoai sang, mot mdi tén bat chét Tt Thy, danh tan Ha Lan; trong t6i, mot
miii tén ban vé On Téng Than phia sau lung Tir Thu va ngudi sai st chan
chinh sau lung On Téng Than, cho Hoang thiwgng mot trdn phan kich.

Chuyén am sat hom d6 khong thanh, Ttr Thu boé minh, D6 Minh chay
tron, hon mudi tén thich khach téc Ha Lan bi truy bat tong vao nguc, bang
chitng vitng nhu nui.

Tiéu Ky dang mot tdu chuong, ké ra mudi ba bing chitng, khép On Tong
Than vao toi cau két gidc ngoai xam, mwu nghich lam loan. Bong thoi, phu
than & kinh thanh lién lac véi cac dai than cung nhau dang tau ép budc, birc
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bach Hoang thugng phai ha nguc mot dang On Tong Than, xtt chém theo
luat.

Beé dang Hitu twéng liéu chét phan cong, néi Vwong téc ngoai thich
chuyén quyeén, Tiéu Ky cam binh ty phu, khang chi pham thuwgng.

Hoang thuong e sg thé lic ctia phu than va c6 cd, chi danh bé roi On
Tong Than, ha nguc héi ti. On Téng Than bi dinh trong tdi, cach chitc bd
twdc, ca nha chuyén vé Linh Nam. Vén la chuyén téi nuwéc nay, Hoang
thuwgng da trang tay, cti dau trudc ngoai thich, nhuwng chang biét vi sao phu
than bat chap sy khuyén can cta ¢6 ¢6, ¢6 y mudn xit tram On Téng Than.

Phu than khw khw ¢6 chap, ty tién stra thanh chi, triee tiép ha 1énh cho
Hinh bd xt tram On Téng Than.

“Khong thé!”, t6i khong thé nghe nita, bong nhién phat tay ao ditng 1én,
bat gap anh mat mat lanh nhw swong cua Tiéu Ky, toan than citng do, cudi
cung chan nan nga ngoi trén ghé. Tiéu Ky khong gidu diém t6i, tat cd mat
ham qua lai ctia chang va phu than déu lan lwgt dwge mé ra triéec mat. Chi
viét ctia phu than la thit t6i khong thé quen thudc hon...

Mac du t6i da biét phu than va c6 ¢6 am tham tinh todn hon wéc caa t6i
va Tiéu Ky, toi chi biét dau long that vong, ma hién tai, bat luan thé nao toi
cling khong thé hinh dung Té twéng trong miéng Tiéu Ky chinh la phu than
khi khéi ung dung 16i lac nhw tién giang tran ctia minh.

Ciing khong ai biét dén rot cudc la phu than wong nganh hay béi vi
nguyén nhan gi khac ma Thién t&r luén hén yéu da tinh trong tam tri tdi da
bi budc vao dwong cung, bi gia toc téi choc gian, thé buéng tay danh cugc
mot lan cung dong ho Vuong.

Trong mat ham mai gui t6i caa phu than, mot vai dong chit nho cing cap
viét ra 16i khién ngwdi nhin ma giat minh — May ngay truedc, Hoang thugng
ha chiéu phé truat Thai t, doi lai thanh Tt Pam lam Thai t, phong Kién
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Trit Vwong lam thiéu bao* cia Thai t, ra 1énh cho Kién Trit Vuwong lap tic
t6i hoang lang nghénh Thai t vao thanh.

*Thiéu bdo: chitc quan thudc hang tam c6 thoi xwa bao gom: thiéu su,
thiéu pho, thiéu bao. Tam co6 ditng duwdi hang tam cong, nhiém vu c6 van.

Kién Trit Vwong ¢ Giang Nam la duwong huynh ctia Hoang thwong, trong
cac phién Vwong, ngoai trit Tiéu Ky ra thi muwdi lam van quyén binh trong
tay han la 16n nhat. Lic nay Hoang thugng l1énh cho han vao kinh pho ta Tw
Pam chinh la phat co tuyén chién rd rang vdi ngoai thich.

Phu théan va c6 cd 1ap tiéc phong bé cung cdm, tuyén b6 Hoang thugng
bénh nang, lic nguy nan Thai t& da nhan nhiém vu gidm quoc thay. Bong
thoi, thiac phu triéu tdp nam van cam quan, bao vé bon bé kinh thanh. C6 co
phai cdm quan trong cung t6i hoang lang giam cam Tw Pam.

Thé cuc trong triéu la nwgc tranh Iiva, hét sitc cang thang.

Mot khi Kién Trit Vwong dan binh, chi cé Tiéu Ky cho quan xu6i nam
mai giai vay duogc cho kinh thanh.

Mat ham ctia phu than chinh 1a cau vién Tiéu Ky, mu6n chang héa toc
chuan bi day du lwong thao, xu6i nam déng quan chuan bi chién tranh.

T6i cham rai quay dau nhin vé phia tam dia do 16n kia, Iic nay nhin thay
nhitng sgi to do trén do t6i con khong hiéu, hién tai da rd nhitng noi dugc
danh ddu do kia chinh la hwéng hanh quan ctaa Tiéu Ky: tir Ninh Séc ra
Tam quan, qua Trueong Ha, xuyén thang vao long Trung Nguyén, cat dit
diém xung yéu nam bac, t6i Lam Lwong quan binh phan ba duong, ngan
chan ba loai dich xam pham, nam vitng vang kinh thanh trong tay, bién né
thanh mot thanh tri c6 doc.

T6i nhin thang dia do, toan than én lanh.
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Thé cuc da dinh, tran chién nay khéng thé khong danh.

Nhung nhitng ngudi bi cudn vao tran chién nay déu la nhitng nguwdi than
nhat cua toi.

Khéng biét tir lic nao Tiéu Ky da di téi phia sau t6i, deé lai hai vai toi, gio
t0i m@i biét minh dang run.

Chang im lang khéng noi, cung t6i ngam bitc dia d6 mét lic, mai sau
mdi 1én tiéng, “Nang hiéu dugc dia d6?”.

Toi gat dau, dap lai cau héi ctia chang, “U, tredc kia ca ca rat thich vé
dia do6 duwong thuy...”.

“Nit tt dong ho Vuong ding la sang sudt bat pham”, chang mim cwoi,
om toi twr phia sau, tu thai thong dong nhu dang noi viéc nha, “Nhitng
chuyén nay von nén cho nang biét sém, nhuwng thwong thé cia nang chwa
lanh nén chi s¢g nang thém phién nao”.

Chang néi rat nhe nhang binh tinh, khién t6i sinh ra do gidc day chi la
chut phién toai nhd, khong lién quan dén s ton vong cta gia toc t6i, dén
dai si phan tranh thién ha. T6i kinh ngac nhin, khong thé tin dugc rang gio
phtit nay trén mat chang van con nd nu cuai.

Chang c6 biét hay khong, mot khi xudi binh vé nam, cai dgi chd chang
chinh 1a mot cudc 4c chién sinh tr. Chang va toc nhan ctia t6i cung dirng
trén cay cau van ménh, lui vé phia sau mot budce chinh la vire sau van
treong.

“RoOt cudc vi cai gi?”, toi chan nan che mat lai, khong ngan néi su lo sg
nghi hodc noi day long, that thanh nghen ngao.

T6i khong ro hét thay nhitng viéc nay la vi cai gi. Gié thu mwa phun,
canh dep tho mong, nguwdi than thiét chén kinh thanh... Vung troi dat ruc
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r& vira mdi hién ra tredc mat cling sup xudéng theo tran phan tranh nay. T6i
va moi ngudi bén canh t6i co 1€ sé déu thay doi tir d6. Tat ca nhitng diéu
hoang duwong dang sg nay rot cudc sinh ra vi cai gi chié?

“Tai sao mudn phé vi? Tai sao phai danh nhau?”, t6i run run héi chang.

Chang dot nhién cuoi, tiéng cuwdi sang sang lanh thiu xwong ma toi
khong nghe ra nita phan y cuoi.

“V1 cai gi...”, chang nhat giong ldp lai cau hoi cua toi, khoe moi khé
nhéch, “Bon chir don gian, ba nghiép dé vuong!”.

T6i bong nhién ngwdc mat nhin, kinh hai khong noéi nén 1oi.

Tt xwa bao nhiéu anh hung khom lwng vi bon chit “ba nghiép dé vuong”
nay.

“Mot khi budc 1én con dvong nay, dwgc lam vua thua lam gidc, khong
thé quay dau”, chang mim cuwdi nhin t6i, nhe nhang néi ra suy nghi lic nay.

To6i ngam nhin Tiéu Ky, bong cam thay y niém trong dau xoay chuyén
dao doi. Chang hiéu dugc suy nghi trong long tdi hién gig, giong nhu t6i
cling hiéu dugc ngu y caa bon chit kia. Néu nhw moi chuyén dugc quay
nguoc trd vé xwa, toi nguyén y lam mot nit t* nhu nhwge chon khué phong
Hau mon, giong nhw mau than binh an hwdéng vinh hoa ca doi, hay van
nguyén y ding ben canh chang?

Chang lang lang cho td6i mdt héi 1au, trong anh mat dwong nhw cd mat
mat.

“Ta twéng con gui cho nang mot phong thu”, chang binh than quay
nguoi, 1ay ra mot phong thu mau vang tr trong ngan dwng mat thu.
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Day la phong thuw dau tién phu than gwi cho t6i ké tir khi t6i dén Ninh
Soc. Tredce day phu than va Tieu Ky gii mat ham qua lai chwa tirng thira ra
bttc thw nao cho t6i, tia nhw da s6m quén mat dira con gai da ga réi. Co 1é
phu than da biét Tiéu Ky sé cho t6i biét chan twéng, biét to6i khong tha thi.

T6i nhan 1ay thw ctia phu than, than nhién rii mat cwoi mot tiéng, trong
long chi c6 dm dam.

Tiéu Ky nhin t6i rat sau, bat dac di thé dai mot tiéng, xoay ngudi di téi
tredc clra, chap tay ditng ¢ dé, cho t6i mot minh doc thw nha.

T6i nhin béng lwng c6 doc ctia chang, nam that chat birc thw nha trong
tay, bat gidc vo dén nhan nhum.

“Tiéu Ky...”, toi nhe nhang thé dai, “Triéu dinh cao, giang ho xa, ta
nguyén ¢ bén canh chang”.

Bong lung Tiéu Ky nhe nhang chan dong.

Anh mit troi sau gio ngo chiéu qua ctra s6, loang 16 trén dau vai chang,
chiéu than anh cao ngat cta chang xudéng mat dat, cang 10 vé c6 don.

Chang quay lwng vé phia toi, t6i khong thdy sac mat chang, qua mét hoi
lau méi nghe chang néi, “U”.

T6i nhat thoi ap ung, cti dau ngan ngwoi nhin nét chit trén thw ctia phu
than.

“A V1”, chang dot nhién goi toi.

“U”, t6i dap lai theo ban ning, béng nhién ngan ngo. Chang goi nhil
danh cua toi.

Tiéu Ky dot nhién xoay ngwoi lai, nu cuwdi twoi roi, nhin toi, “Nang la A
via”.
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T6i chwra tirng nhin thdy nu cwdi &m ap sang ngdi nhw vay cta chang,
dwong nhue c6 mét ludng anh sang lan toa tir ddy mat chang, lam t6i ngay
nguoi.

“Tai sao chang...”, t6i mudn hoi vi sao chang lai biét nhii danh cta t6i,
101 vira ra khoi miéng mdi nhé tGi phong thu trong tay, bén trén phu than
viét r0 rang “Than gi nit nhi A Vii”. T6i bat gidc bat cudi, nguwdc mat don
nhan 4nh mat chang. Ca hai cung cuoi.

Trong phong thv c6 mot mui hwong an hién nhv mui myc, dudi anh mat
troi thang nam, toi dwong nhu quay tré lai quang canh twoi dep nam xua.

Bi chang nhin nhu vay, t6i c6 chit béi réi, cti dau mé phong thw ctia phu
than.

Co tay lai bong nhién bi chang nam 14y, thu ciing bi chang cuwdp mat.
Chang gio ngon tay dat trén moi toi, ngan cau héi cta t6i lai, thap giong
cwoi, noi: “Quay ve thi doc, gio theo ta tdi mot noi!”.

Toi ngac nhién, bi chang nam tay khong 16i gidi thich kéo ra khoi thw
phong. Trén hanh lang nhiéu thi vé t6i t& nhu vay, chang ciing khong thém
dé y, van luén nam chat tay t6i, than nhién buwdc di, khién n6 boc trong phu
ca kinh r6i rit tranh dwong. Lic dau toi con xau ho, dan dan cam thay vui
vé, t0 mo duoi theo bwdc chan chang, khong biét chang mudn dan t6i di
dau.

Ban tay chang 16n nhw vay, nam hoan toan lay tay t6i. T6i nhin trom
guong madt nghiéng cua chang, lai bi chang phat hien...

“Téi roi”, chang gio mot ngon tay chi vé phia tredce, 1a chuéng ngua,
“Mau di chon ngwa!”.

“Chon ngya?”, t6i khong khoi kinh ngac, khong bién nén khoc hay nén
cwoi, nhwéng may, “Chang chang 1é muén dwa ta mang binh danh giac?”.
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Chang cudi 16n, “Sao lai nhiéu 16i thé? Bao nang chon thi cit chon, chon
xong ngua roi goi ha nhan tim mdt bd quan do nguwdi HO cho nang”.

Toi chot hiéu ra, vui mirng néi, “Chung ta cdi trang ra ngoai?”.

Chang trirtng mat, “Néi to thém chit nita la toan thanh nay déu biét
Vuong phi ra ngoai r6i day!”.

Bong nhién nghe thidy mot trang ngwa hi, mot con ngra cao 16n den
huyén huwdng veé phia ching t6i chao dén, mau I6ng toan than sang nhw
murc, bon vé khoe manh thon dai, 16ng bom mugt ma, diing manh dep mat.

“Po6 la Mac Giao”, Tiéu Ky mim cuwdi, bubng tay toi ra, di tGi gan con
ngua than yéu cua chang.

Nhin chang trong ngwa hon ngudi, toi ngam buyc trong long, bong noi
tam buwdng binh, dat ngén tay 1én méi, huyt mat tiéng ngan. Pay la tin hiéu
canh cdo ma chuyén gia thuan phuc ngwa thuwong dung, lic con nho t6i

quan lay Thai pho hoc rat 1au méi thanh. BDam ngwa trong chuong qua
nhién nhat té nhin sang phia t6i, ngay cd Mdc Giao ciing khé nghiéng dau.

Tiéu Ky kinh ngac quay dau lai, cudi n6i, “Nang con biét ca cai nay!”.

T6i cwoi nhat, nhudng may, “Ngoai trir mia dao giwvong kiém, hanh quan
danh gidc, nhitng thit chang biét chwa chac ta sé khong biét”.

Chuwong 17: Trién mién
edit & beta: Han Phong Tuyét

Anh ning cuéi chiéu nghiéng nghiéng chiéu vao ca vung troi dat ménh
mong, nui cao sirng sitng phia xa, bau khong nhw thé c6 bién may cuén
cuon troi, cac dinh ndi luan phién nhau dwgc troi chiéu chiéu 1én mot sac
vang nhan nhat. Tridc mat t6i la mot mau xanh rong 16n, xanh ri bat tan,
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duong nhw dan duong cho nguai di téi chan trai. Trudce kia toi chua tirng
duwgc biét vung bién cuwong hoang da nay cé thé rong bao la téi nhu vay,
con 16n gap may lan khu vie san ban hoang gia. Troi dat rong rai, nii song
hung trang, cho du la nha dé veong ciing khong thé 6m hét vao long.

Tiéu Ky dua toi ra khoi thanh, dén xem vung dat bién cwong bat ngat vai
nhitng canh dong v6 tan, la vung dat noi chang mot tay khai thac dugrc.
Mudi nam trede, dwdi chan tdi la 1anh thé caa Dot Quyét, chén dong xanh
phi nhiéu tuyét dep nay van bi cac tdc nguwdi du muc chiém lay cho dén khi
Ninh S6c dugce binh dinh, Tiéu Ky dai pha Dot Quyét, mé rong lanh tho
thién triéu thém hon sau tram dam veé phia bac, chay t6i dwdi dinh nti Hoac
boc.

Lan dau tién toi bi vé dep cua thién nhién lam cho rung dong, thi ra & bén
ngoai cung dién dinh dai con c6 mot loai Iwc lwgng khac cé kha nang lam
rung dong long ngwoi cao hon ca thién uy hoang gia.

Tiéu Ky gio roi chi vé phuong xa, “Do6 chinh 1a nti Hoac Boc, ngon nui
cao nhat ving bién cwong phia bac, trén dinh nii van nam tuyét dong, trudc
gi0 chua co ai treo dugc qua swon nai. Nhitng ngwoi dan du muc gia phia
bac truyén rang dinh nui kia la cho & cta than linh, nguwsi pham khong thé
khinh nhon”.

“Ta chwa tirng dén noi nao cao nhw vay”, toi cat 10i cam than tir day long,
vO cung say mé ngudng mo.

“Ta cling chi tirng t&i swon nui”, chang cdm khai cwdi mot tiéng, néi:
“Sttc manh duy nhat khién ta kinh sg trén c6i doi nay chinh la sitc manh

cua troi dat”.

Pay khong phai la 1an dau tién chang néi 10i dai nghich bat dao nhw vay.
Lic dau nghe dugc téi cdm giac rat kinh hai, nhung gid da thay binh
thuwong. Néu la nguwdi khac néi thi khong khéi thdy pham thwgng, khinh
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khi, nhung duy chi c6 10i n6i ra tit miéng chang mai c6 cam giac nhe tia
16ng hong, cdm gidc dwong nhién la thé.

“Bay qua nui cao kia chinh la dai mac, bon bé ménh mong cat vang, cac
g0 cao noi nhau tao ra thung liing, cat chady xuéng khe sau khong thay day.
Hudéng vé phia bac hon may tram dam nita m@i thay c6 6¢ dao, xa hon mot
chit chinh la 1anh thé Dot Quyét”.

Nhin theo phwong hwéng chang chi, nghi t6i sa mac day cat, long t6i
khong khéi hitng khdi rung dong.

Gio6 manh théi ao ao bén tai, lay dong ta do choang 16ng ctru cta chang,
thdi toc toi tung bay.

Chung t6i nam gidy cuong thic ngwa, di tir tir cham rai, khong cé thi vé
di theo, tam quén thé sy hon loan. Hai ngwdi hai ngwa séng vai ung dung
dao choi trén canh dong binh yén rong 16n nay, bau troi cang cao, y chi
cang 16n, ngudi cang gan...

Mat tr0i cudi ngay phia chan trdi téa ra nhitng anh nang ryc rd, khién
cho van vat trong troi dat duwgc bao trum trong anh kim quang sang choi.

Nhin vang mat troi dé phia xa kia, t6i dot nhién cam thay vo cung hao
hitng, quay dau nhwéng may cuoi véi Tiéu Ky, “Vuong gia dau thuat cudi
ngua cung ta mot chut dwgc chir?”.

Tiéu Ky cao giong cudi, xiét day cwong dirng ngua, “Nhuwong nang ba
tram buac!”.

Toi khong dap 101, trd tay gio roi, hung hang quat vao lvng con ngya den
huyén chang dang ngo6i trén. Mac Giao cé vé nhu chwa bao gio bi quat, tinh
tinh di dan bi kich dong, 1ap titc cat vé tirc gian hi vang. Tiéu Ky ca kinh,
khong dogi chang ra tay ngan can, toi da kep chat bung ngwa, giuc ngwa
chay di.
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Con nguya trang tén Kinh Van ma t6i dang cudi ciling khong phai loai
binh thuwdng, toan than nhu tuyét, bom dai mau swong, lic lao di giéng nhw
dang budc trén may.

Tiéu Ky phéng ngwa dudi theo, Mac Giao kia qua nhién than tuan phi
pham, thé lao t6i nhanh nhuw sdm chdp.

Hai con ngya trang den dan dan chay song song v&i nhau, Tiéu Ky
nghiéng dau nhin t6i, ddy mat day tia sang, cudi noi, “Nang rot cudc cé bao
nhiéu kha nang?”.

To6i chi cwoi khong dap, lai gio roi giuc ngwa, dé mat cho gié manh tap
qua thoi mai téc dai bay tung. C6 cam giac nhw dang bay lwgn trén canh
dong ménh mong bat ngat xanh tham, trong gi6é c6 mui dat hoa lan mui
thom ctia co, mé hodc 1ong nguoi.

Thuat cu6i ngua cua toi la dugc thac phu dich than day tw lic nho, co6
mot khong hai trong s6 cac nit tir chén kinh thanh, ngay ca ca ca cling tirng
cam béi ha phong*. Song thay dugc thuat cwdi ngwa ctia Tiéu Ky, tdi hoan
toan kham phuc, Mac Giao kia van thang Kinh Van mot bac. T6i va Kinh
Van da sap khong con chit sttc Iyc nao, Tiéu Ky lai binh tinh nhan tan,
than khi Mac Giao méi liic mét dang trao.

*Cam bai ha phong: bang long chiu thua kém.

“Thoi, chang thang!”, t6i thd sau mét hoi, khong danh long giuc ngwa
nita, mim cwoi ném roi cho Tiéu Ky.

“Pa ta Vuong phi”, Tieu Ky mim cuwdi khom ngwoi, ghim cwong cho
ngua chay cham lai, diu dang nhin t6i, “Mét moi sao?”.

T6i lac dau, khée moi van gitlt nu cwoi, vén toc mai 1én, Iic nay maéi giat
minh nhan ra minh da di qua xa, bon phia déu la dong hoang vo tan, ma sac
troi da toi mat roi. Hoang hon buéng xuéng, nhitng déa hoa dai mang mot
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vé dep ruc rd. Xa xa c6 léu trai nha go, cé nhitng dong Itta 16n da duwgce dan
du muc nhom lén. M6t doan dé bo dang dwgc dam muc dong khua vé nha,
c6 tiéng ca hat vui mirng vang lén tir gitta bay ctru.

“Pay la dau? Chung ta di xa nhw vay r6i u?”, t6i kinh ngac cuwdi than.

Tiéu Ky nghiém mat néi: “Xem ra t6i nay khong quay vé thanh dwoc roi,
ching ta chi c6 thé ngu lai bén ngoai”.

Toi le lwdi, ra vé hoang sg, “Lam sao bay gio, liéu co soi khong?”.

“Soi thi khong c6”, Tiéu Ky khéng cuwdi ma vé mat lai day y cwdi, nhin
toi, “Nhung nguoi thi c6 mot”.

Hai tai dot nhién nong lén, t6i lam bo nhuw nghe khong hiéu, nghiéng dau
xoay nguoi lai, nhung khong nén ndi ma bat cuoi.

Sac troi da toi, ching t6i ben di dén nha nhitng nguwdi dan du muc kia,
vuot qua dam muc dong dang trd vé, thay mui canh thit, sita dé dun néng
héi ma ching phu nhan da chuan bi xong x6ng vao miii.

Chting t6i mot doi khach khong moi ma dén khién cho nhitng nguwdi dan
du muc thuan phac v6 cung vui mirng. Ciing khong c6 ai héi lai lich ctia
chuing t6i, chi 1ay ra rugu thit ngon nhat thiét dai, phuc vu ching t6i nhw
khach quy. Vai thiéu nién vay quanh Mac Giao va Kinh Van hét 10i ca
ngoi, cac thiéu nit khong chit ngwong ngung e de, to mo xum lai xung
quanh chung t6i, vui vé ndi cuwoi hoi chuyén. Cac nang nguéng mo dung
mao cua t6i, ngueong mod da t6i trang non nhuw nghé, mai téc mém béng nhw
gam — day la nhirng 16i ca nggi chat phac dang yéu nhat ma t6i tirng nghe
duoc.

Rugu da uéng, moi nguwdi bat dau vay quanh déng lira ca hat nhdy mua.
Ho choi nhitng nhac cu ma toi chwra tirng thay, hat nhitng bai hat to6i nghe
khong hiéu.
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Tiéu Ky mim cuwdi néi vao bén tai t6i, “D6 la tiéng Dot Quyét”.

T6i da nhan ra dugc, nhe giong néi, “Bon ho khong hoan toan la nguoi
Trung Nguyen”.

Tiéu Ky gat dau cuoi, “Phia bac la viing cac toc cu tri hon tap, ngudi cac
toc van thuong 1ay nhau, dan du muc phan 1én la nguoi H6, phong tuc cé
khac so v&i Trung Nguyén”.

Toi khé gat dau, nhat thoi trong long cam khai. Triéu ta va Dot Quyét da
chinh chién nhiéu nam, thu han ctia hai nwéc qua sau, song dan chiing van
song hoan thuan véi nhau. Hon tram nam lién hén, cung sinh t6n, @ manh
dat nay da s6m trong ngudi co ta, trong ta c6 ngwdi. Mac du lanh thé quéc
gia co6 thé dung dao thwong phan dinh nhung huyét mach, phong tuc khong
dé gi thay doi.

Mot vi tredng 1ao rau bac trang mai Tiéu Ky cung doi am, vira méi tr@
lai cho ngoi da thdy mot c6 nwong gwong mat hong nhuan, tay bung chén
rou di tdi, 16n mat dua cho Tiéu Ky, nam nit ditng chung quanh nhat thoi
cuoi ro lén, nhin thang vé phia chiing t6i.

Toi khong hiéu dwoc phong tuc noi nay, lai thay Tiéu Ky cwoi, lac dau:
“Ta da co the tr”.

Co nuwong kia khong nhitng khong e 1é ma ngwoc lai vo cung kién quyét,
quay dau lai nhin t6i: “Nguoi la nit nhan cia chang?”.

L&i néi rd rang ngan gon nay khién t6i ngan ra, dwa mat trd vé thay Tiéu
Ky dang mim cudi nhin t6i, trong long bong cam thay si dm 4p khong thé
miéu ta thanh 10i.

“Putng”, t6i khé mim cuwdi, nhwvdng may don nhan anh mat khiéu khich
cua co nuwong kia.
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DPoi con ngwoi 14p lanh cia nang nhin thang t6i: “Ta mu6én madi chang
cung khiéu vii, nguai c6 thé cho phép khéng?”.

Thi ra 1a muon maoi khiéu vii cung, t6i bat giac bat cudi, quay dau nhin
Tiéu Ky, ban than thic sy muén xem xem Tiéu Ky lic khiéu vii trong sé
thé nao... Nhung 14, chi can nghi t&i canh do thoi cling da lam tdi bubn
cuoi. Cé diéu, cham phai 4nh mat Tiéu Ky, t6i danh c6 gang nin cuoi,
nghiém mat néi, “Xin 16i, ta khong thé cho phép”.

“Tai sao?”, d6i mat nang trong sudt, vo cung thang than.

T6i nhin vao d&nh mat nang, mim cwdi cham rai néi, “Lanh tho quoc gia
khong thé cho ngoai dich dat chan téi xam pham du chi mot chut, trigng
phu cta ta dwong nhién cling khong thé dé cho nguwdi khac cham t6i du chi
mot ngon tay”.

Moi cwoi xung quanh hé vang, vo tay, nhat loat gio cao chén rugu hwdng
vé phia chiing t6i. Mot chang thanh nién cao rdo ditng 1én, hat mot bai ca
toi nghe khong hiéu tang cho c6 nwong do, tiéng ca uyén chuyén nong nhiét
khién nang xau ho do mat... Ma sac mat t6i dai khai cling khong tot hon
nang bao nhiéu. Anh mét Tiéu Ky thing tdp huéng veé phia tdi, 4nh mit tia
h6 khién t6i khéng thé ho hap dugc, ban than ré rang khéng udng qua nhiéu
rou nhung dot nhién lai hoa mat.

bém da vé khuya, ching t6i tir biét nhitng ngwdi dan du muc nhiét tinh,
ding day quay trd vé thanh.

Bau troi dém sau tham tham, day troi 14p lanh anh sao, gitta canh dong
trong yén lang chi c6 tiéng vo ngwra vang 1én, man dém diu dang 6m van
vat trong thién dia vao long.

To6i ngra dau dé gi6 dém thoi qua gwong mat van con néng, béi chura thé
on dinh duwogc cam xtc.
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“Lai day”, Tiéu Ky nam tay toi, khong noéi 16i nao da 6m toi dat 1én ngwa
chang, dung 4o khoéac 16ng ctru bao 1ay toi.

T6i ngra dau nhin, chang cling cti dau xudng nhin t6i, anh mat sau ma
am ap, “Thich noi nay khong?”.

“Thich”, t6i mim cwdi dap lai, “Ta chwa tirng thay noi nao dep nhuw vay,
cling da 1au r6i chwa vui vé nhu vay”.

Nu cuoi tren moi Tiéu Ky cang ro, diu giong noi bén tai toi, “Dgi sau khi
chién sur két thiic, ta dan nang di ngao du tit phuwong, xem Dong Hai ménh
mong, Tay Thuc hiém tré, Van Nam kiéu diém,... Troi dat rong 16n, non
song nhw hoa, dep hon rat nhiéu nhitng gi nang cé thé twéng twong dugc”.

Chién sy, ding la van con chwa tranh thoat dwgc hai chit nay. T6i dya
vao trurdc ngue chang, yen lang thd dai. Ca mot dém nay, hai nguwoi chung
to6i khong ai nhac tGi chuyén ay, biét r6 chién sy sap tdi, van gang sitc
bu6ng hét phién nao phan tranh, chi tham lam mong c6 dwgc nira ngay
khong au lo.

T6i nham mat mim cwoi, “Pugc, dén lic do, chiing ta du lich ti¢ hai, tim
mot noi dep nhu trong tranh, xay mot can nha nho, thitc day lam viéc khi
mat troi moc, dén khi mat trdi lan thi nghi ngoi...”. Tiéu Ky 6m chat l1ay
toi, thap giong ndi bén tai toi, “Ta sé xay mot can nha dep nhat thién ha cho
nang, noi dé chi c6 hai ngudi ching ta, ai cling khong thé quay ray”.

T6i nhin 1én trdi cao, chi cAm thdy man dém that dep, cudc doi nay cling
vO cung dep, day mat bat giac lai wét.

Canh tay gitt bén hong t6i bong nhién siét chat, méi méng khé cham vao
bén vanh tai, hoi thé &m ap pha xuéng co, khién toan than t6i mém lai,
phang phat nhw uéng phai regu nguyén chat. T6i khé run, nhung khong
tranh né, ngra dau ra, dé mdc déi méi chang cham vao co.
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“Om chit ta”, giong néi ctia chang tram thap binh tinh, “Sau nay bat luan
thé nao cling dirng budng tay”.

T6i bong nhién mé mat, giat minh cam thay sg hai, mac du xung quanh
yén lang nhw thwong, nhwng lai c6 mot con lanh bu6t thau xwong tir trén
than thé Tiéu Ky truyén t6i — sat khi. T6i da qua quen thudc véi sat khi, loai
sat khi Iic tuot dao ra khéi vé cta Tiéu Ky.

Mac Giao tia nhw da phat hién ra diéu gi d6, cham cham ngirng buéec,
canh giac vénh tai nghe ngéng. Kinh Van di theo phia sau né ciing bat an hi
mot tiéng.

Tiéu Ky ngung than gitt kiém, am tham 6m t6i chat hon.
Mac Giao t tir di vé phia trudc, tirng tiéng vé ngwa nhw dap vao long.

Chang biét tir khi nao may da day dac che kin bau troi, gié am nhu dang
dan dan cu6n t6i, troi dém thang nam chgt nhv mu6én mua.

Chung t6i phi ngwa bang bang doc theo dong cd, xa xa da thiy do6i thap
chap chung, ciling c6 thé nhin thdy anh dén mo ho chiéu ra tir nhitng xém
thon ngoai 6. Trong béng dém 16 mo xet qua nhitng dong co6 kho thap 16
nho doc theo con dwong tredc mat. T6i am tham canh gidc, cang lic cang
c6 dv cam chang lanh. Noi nay la ving qué ménh mong vo tan, doi mat téi
noi dau ciling thay khong chén tri nap. Cho du mot con chim 1é loi bay qua
khong thé tranh khoi anh mat cua Tiéu Ky, song noi nay la bién gidi, dia
thé bién hoa, nhitng doi thap, nhitng dong c6 khé quanh minh ngan tré tam
mat, tita nhw nhitng con da tha an minh trong béng t6i, chd dgi nguoi t6i dé
tan cong, vé cung hung hiém.

C6 tiéng sdm tram thap vang 1én chay ngang trén bau trgi, gié moi lic
mot manh, troi sap mua.
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Toi dua hai tay 6m lay Tiéu Ky, dau ngén tay cham phai dau tha kim loai
gan trén kiém, cai lanh nhw bang xuyén vao day long, khong hiéu sao lai
khién t6i thay an 6n. Mac Giao dot nhién dirng lai, cdi dau phat ra hoi the
ngan ngui day vé canh giac. T6i nin thd, chi cam thay Tiéu Ky lai 6m toi
chat hon, yén lang giuc ngwa di vé phia trudc.

Co6 hat mwa lanh lanh roi xuéng lam w6t khuén mat. Cudi cung ciing da
mura.

Phia trwdc, bén tay phai, vai con dom dém xanh dang bay lwgn bong
nhién tan ra.

“Ndm rap nguoi xuong!”, Tiéu Ky bong nhién khé quat, ép than thé toi
xuong yén ngwa. Toi khong nhin thay rd bat cir thit gi, chi nghe thay mot
tiéng rit sac lanh chita day sttc manh lwét qua mat nhanh nhw gié. M6 hoi
lanh rin ra khap than thé. T6i biét, vira mé&i trong khoanh khac, cai chét da
lw6t qua minh.

Lic nay, Mac Giao bat chgt c6 phan ng, dot ngot nhay 1én nhw bi sét
danh, phéng thang vé phia dam dom dém sau dong cé kho.

Tiéng gi6 gao thét, moi thit trvdc mat bay vit nhw bi cudn, bén tai 1a
tiéng thd trdn dinh khong chit nao niing cia Tiéu Ky, canh tay chac vitng
vang gitt 14y toi, mot tay gitt kiém; kiém vang 1én tiéng rong gam, mot
luéng anh sang nhw dai lua lanh 1€o xet qua mé ra canh ctta man dém.

Tiéu Ky xuat kiém, kiém quang loang loang chiéu khap hon mot truegng.
Trong chép mat, toi nhin thay vo s6 nhitng bong den nhw ma quy lao t6i.

Trwdc mat téi sam lai, Tieu Ky dot ngét md 4o choang ra, bao tron lay t6i
dwéi vong tay — canh cudi cung nhin thdy la g6t chan cia dam hac y nhan
cung vdi nhitng con nguoi rét lanh 16 ra ngoai mat na, vo s6é anh dao nhw
anh chdp chém thang tdi... Kiém quan dot nhién tang vot, nhu can lay,
nuot 1ay anh dao kia, nhu cuéng phong dao chiéu, can quét ngan van dich!
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Trwdc mat hoan toan t6i den nhw mure, t6i khong thé nhin bat ci thi gi,
chi cam nhan noi chép miii c6 mét hoi thd am nong. Trong nhay mat, co
mot cai gi do6 rat manh mé ban tung 1én khuon mat t6i. SAm sét 16e sang,
mura dot nhién nang hat hon, Mac Giao kinh hoang nhdy 1én. Tiéng kiém,
tiéng gi6 gao thét vang 1én bén tai v6 cung gap gap nhu tiéng mwa ky di lic
nay. Thi thodng cé tiéng kim loai va vao nhau, nhiéu hon la tiéng mau nong
phun ra tung tée, tiéng thit rach xwong gay,... Trai qua tran chién Ha Lan,
toi da khong con xa la véi nhitng thanh am chét chéc nay nita. Mui mau
tanh nong tran ngap trong dém tdi, lao thang t¢i chép miii cta toi. T6i dan
chat mat tredc ngue Tiéu Ky, khong hé nhiic nhich mac du chiéc 4o choang
cta chang da bao boc hoan toan 14y than thé minh. Cach tdm &o, t6i nghe
thay ro rang nhip tim dap manh mé day sitc manh ctia chang.

Madc Giao ra sttc chay nhanh, giong nhu bay 1én khong cudi gio. Toi
khong biét n6 chay t6i dau, nhung béng toi tredc mat chua tirng lam t6i lo
sg hay nghi hodc — c6 1é t6i chwa bao gio tran dinh, ung dung dén nhu vay,
chi can nghi t6i long ngwc am ap kién dinh phia sau, nghi rang t6i dang &
cung chang, cho du phia tredc co la dia nguc tu la, viec mau van tregng toi
cling quyét khong lui buéc.

Tiéng kim loai giao nhau xung quanh chot bién mat, mui mau tanh lai
chwa tan di, ma tiéng gi6 muwa dwong nhw manh hon ca khi ndy. Nuwdc mwa
thdm vao w6t tdm 4o choang, dan dan tham vao 4o t6i, ngam lanh... Cé sy
am ap trén co thé chang truyén tGi cach chiéc do choang, twa vao tredc
nguc chang, quanh than van am. T6i ngang dau, lai khong mé dwgc mat ra,
nwdc mua va gio manh tGi tap tap vao mat, 16ng may va 16ng mi da vt
dam.

“DPirng 1én tiéng”, canh tay giit bén hong t6i ctia Tiéu Ky dot nhién cang
thang, trong chdc lat than thé t6i da bi dwa Ién khong, sau d6 dugc chang
om 13y, lan xudng.
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Chung t6i nga trén con duong, phia dudi la c6 kho mém mai. Tiéu Ky
tung minh ding 1én, 6m t6i nhanh chéng lui vao tranh phia sau dong co.
Mac Giao va Kinh Van lai nhw khong dé y thdy chiing t6i da nhay xudng,
ct nhw vay chay nhanh vé phia trueéc twa tén ban. Long t6i nhat thoi lanh
nhw bang, chi nghe thay tiéng vé ngwa ao ao dap nudc tir phia sau chay tdi,
dudi theo hai con ngya.

Tiéu Ky khong nhuc nhich, canh tay trai khong doi khoi bén hong t6i du
chi nira khac, trudc sau van vitng vang 6m ldy t6i. Nuwdc muwa chdy xuong
theo dong cé kho, wét dam toan than, toi bat chap céi lanh, nin thd vieon tay
bat 1dy tay chang. Tiéu Ky giit chdt nam ngoén tay toi, yén lang truyén cho
toi strc manbh.

Doi cho t6i khi tiéng v6 ngwa dubi theo da xa, chang tram giong noéi: “bi
theo ta!”.

Chang dat t6i sai budc dudi gié mua, chay nhanh trong dém den, troi dat
ménh moéng mdt dong nuwdc, dudi chan bun vang tung toe,... Tredc mat mo
ho6 thdy mot can nha bé hoang, an sau mdt loat nhitng déng cé kho.

Tiéu Ky da mé ctra phong, gié manh cung mua 16n ao ao lao thang vao
trong phong, tredc mat den nhanh, chi ngi thdy mui thom ctia cé kho.

T6i cubng quyt quay nguwdi che ctra phong, tuy chi la mot cai ctra go rat
moéng, nhung it nhat c6 thé tam thdi ngan mwa gio sdm sét & bén ngoai.

bay la mot truong co kho nudi ngwa quan da bi bo, Tieu Ky tirng tGi do
xét trrong c6 nudi ngwra, mo ho nhé duge can phong don so bi bo hoang
noi nay von la chon tryc dém ctia ngwdi trong coi kho. Thich khach nhiéu
nguoi, ching toi luc it, Tiéu Ky quyét di that nhanh, 16n mat bo ca ngwa, dé
Mac Giao va Kinh Van dan thich khach rai di, con ching t6i nhg bong dém
che ddy, an than noi nay. Nwdc mua tay sach dau chan, thich khach lai
khong quen dia thé, rat kho tim dwgc noi bi mat nay.
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Tiéu Ky thap sang cay danh Itra, sau khi kiém tra tat ca cac ctta s6 déu da
déng chat, phia ngoai khong thé nhin thay anh ltra md&i 1ay cui téi thap 1o
swdi. Phia bac khi hau lanh, gia dinh binh thwong déu cé 10 suwéi, trong can
nha nay ngoai trtt mot chiéc ban g6 don so thi khap noi déu chat day cé
kho.

To6i dwra vao ban go kia, than thé khé run, khong biét 1a do lanh hay la s¢
hai. Thich khach tam thdi da bi dan di. Vira r6i Tiéu Ky doc hét sitc danh
lui may ké danh 1én lao ra tir phia sau tran mai phuc ti mi, néu nhw khong
phai c6 ganh nang la t6i & bén canh, chang c6 1é da cé thé giét sach bon
ching... T6i ngwéc mat nhin vé phia chang, lai dot nhién chan dong. Chi
thdy 4o choang cua chang w6t dam, trén ngudi c6 nwdc chay xudng, giot
nuwdc quanh co rét xuéng san nha, 16 ra mau dé sam doa nguoi.

“Chang bi thwong!”, t6i nhao téi vén do choang cta chang 1én, luéng
cubng bat dugc hai canh tay chang, dwa mat quanh than chang tim kiém vét
thuong.

Chang de 14y tay to6i, lai van c6 tam tw choc gheo t6i, “S¢ cai gi, nam nit
thu thu bat than”.

To6i vira ngang dau, hoi nwdc da dang l1én trong hoc mat, cai gi cling bat
chap, hodng loan thot 1én, “Sao lai cé kiéu dua nhw chang ch&? Cé bi
thuwong khong? Co lam sao khong?...”. Tieu Ky khong noi 10i nao, binh
tinh nhin lai t6i. T6i thdy 4o choang cua chang wét dam, ngoai bao dudi 4o
choang cling w6t mat mot nira, mau den loang 16, khong nhin ra vét thwong
& dau, nhat thoi chan tay cting mém nhiin, nhwng c6 chap giit 1dy chang
khong chiu buong.

“Ta khong c6 bi thwong”, chang cti dau khé noi, giong mém nhe.

T6i kim nén tdi day, nwdc mat ao ao roi xuodng, co6 hong nghen lai khong
noi dugc gl.
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“La mau cua thich khach, giét chét tam chin ngwdi, con dw lai hon muoi
hai nguoi...”, chang cho la toi khong tin, ban ron cdi bé ao choang.

Toi kinh ngac nhin lai chang, khong thé thot nén nira 161, khong biét 1a
khéc hay la cwoi, chi van chira thé binh tinh lai tir n6i s¢ hai.

“Sac mat cting doa ngwdi”, chang thd dai, mat tran day am ap, “Nha dau
ngoc, nang rat s ta chét sao?”.

Mot chit chét thot ra tit miéng chang khién long t6i chgt cang thang. Ngo
ngac nhin lai khuén mat chang, gio khac nay chi cdm thay cho du troi sap
dat 18, 1a song la chét, bat ké thé nao cling khong thé mat di chang, ma e la
chi can vira nghi téi thoi trong long ciing dau nhw cat. T6i dot nhién dang
tay 6m chat 1ay chang, “Néu nhw mudn chét, chang cting nhat dinh phai
chét sau ta, nhwr vay ta sé khong phai vi chang ma dau long kho s&, chiu noi
kho sinh ly t¥ biét”.

Tiéu Ky chan dong, yén lang mot hoi rat 1au, chi 6m tdi trong nguc, hai
canh tay siét chat t&i mitc t6i gan nhw khong thé thé duogc.

“U, sau mot trdm tudi, ta sé dé nang di trudc mot budc”, chang mim cudi
néi nho bén tai téi, “Nhung trwdc do, nang phai theo ta dén gia, cuing nhau
bién thanh mdt d6i vg chong téc bac. Lic do ta yéu 6t, rung rang nang cling
khong dugc ché”.

Chung t6i ngoi trude 10 swai, Tieu Ky cdi bd do ngoai nhuom day mau
den, chi mdc trung y trang, t6i mo ho c6 thé thady dugc da thit chang. Toi ri

mat, khéng dam nhin chang. Chang cii nguwdi cho thém cti, nguwng than suy
tw, khong phat hién ra sy boi r6i cta toi.

T6i ho nhe mot tiéng, thé dai noi: “Bay gio phai lam sao? Chang 1€ c
doi thé nay tdi khi troi sang?”.

Tiéu Ky mim cuwdi, “Trwde hirng dong at sé c6 citu binh”.
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T6i ngac nhién tron mat, thady vé mat chac chan cia chang, lai thay chang
cwoi mot tiéng, ndi, “Chung ta trang dém khong vé, Hoai n nhat dinh sé
canh giac, dan nguoi ra khoi thanh tim. Ta tha Mac Giao tré vé, né nhan
dwgc duwong, cling nhan dugc hoi thd cua ta, sé dan Hoai n tGi noi nay. Noi
nay cach thanh khong xa, treéc hirtng dong bon ho chac chan t6i”.

To6i thd dai mot hoi, long vira binh tinh lai thdy sac mat Tiéu Ky tram
xuong.

Chang than nhién néi: “Hanh tung ctia chiing ta bi thich khach biét
dwgc... trong phu, chi e da c6 gian té”.

T6i khong khéi riung minh, chi cdm thay toan than dan 6n lanh. Lan nay,
nhitng nguoi biét toi va Tiéu Ky céi trang ra khoi thanh chi c6 mdy ha nhan
than can trong phu. Néu ngay ca ngwoi bén canh ciing la gian té, vay thi
con c6 thé tin ai nita?

“Chang 1€ lai 1a Ha Lan...”, t6i tram ngam chdc lat, nhiu may noi,
“Khong ding, ngudi Dot Quyét va Ha Lan Cham ldc nay ty than minh lo
con khong xong, dau co thwra strc dong thu vdi chang”. Khoe moi Tieu Ky
nhéch 1én, nhung khéng c6 18y chiit y cwdi ndo. Anh sang trong mét Iwu
chuyén, sau khéng do dugc, “Nang cho rang, ltic nay ai mu6n tinh mang
cla ta nhat, ai c6 thé mang theo mwdi may tén thich khach l1én vao Ninh
Séc?”.

T6i dang nghiéng ngudi cho thém cti, nghe vay canh tay run 1én, kim sat
co ho nhuw sap roi khéi tay.

Khong biét c6 phai do 4o w6t trén ngwoi qua lanh hay khong, t6i co chut
run ray, nhich téi gan 10 swdi ma quanh than van khéng ngirng run.

“Van con lanh sao?”, Tiéu Ky tir phia sau vuon tay tdi, tim lay 6ng tay
ao w6t dam cua t6i, qua quyét noi, “Nhw vay khong dugc, cdi ra!”.
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Toi hoang hot, lai khéng thé go tay chang ra dugc, hai lan trwdc chat vat
bi chang c&i 4o dén gio van canh canh trong long, ltic nay lai thdy chang
dwa tay t6i mé vat do, t6i xau ho noéi, “Khong can, ta khong lanh...”.

Hai tay chang bong ngirng dong, chang cui gan lai bén t6i, n6i: “Tai sao
nang van sg ta?”.

Toi citng hong, chot thdy miéng dang lwdi kho, quanh than tya hoé nhw
néng lén, lap bap néi, “Khong phai vay, ta khong cé...”.

Chang khong hé néi gi nita, lang lang 6m t0i, hoi thd am ap pha vao bén
tai.

Bén trong 10 suwdi thi thodng c6 mot chut anh Itta n6 bung, rd rang vira
md&i cam thay lanh, gid khac nay lai nhw huyét mach quanh than cling néng
bung.

“A Vi”, chang tram giong goi t6i, giong ndi diu dang khan khan, “Ta da
bo qua nang ba nam”.

Moi chang roi vao canh tai, nhe nhang dan bén tai, cham rai hon doc
xuong co.

T6i nham that chat mat lai, khong dam nhdc nhich, tham chi khéng dam
hit thé, sy hon loan trong long nhi mudn x6ng ra ngoai co thé.

Truwdce khi thanh than, ma ma trong cung da day t6i chuyén vién phong,
tham chi tr rat sém tredc do, t6i da tirng trong luc lo dang thay Thai ti ca
ca hoan ai cing mot thi nit... Chuyén nam nit, mac du t6i cam thay rat rut
re khong mudn biét, nhung khong phdi hoan toan u mé.

Po6i mdi méng ctia chang néng béng di chuyén trén cd, khién toan than
toi té dai. Toi bi chang 6m trong nguc, toan than chang c6 1y chit khi Iyc
nao, phang phat nhw dang tréi dat trong dong nwéc &m ménh mang.
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Hoi thé cta chang moi lic mot gap, ban tay gitt bén hong da doi 1én
tredc ngwe, ma@ vat ao téi ra. Cach mot 16p trung y méng, long ban tay am
ap nhe nhang bao phu, vo cling diu dang, tira nhw dang giit 1ay mot bau vat
vO cung tran quy.

T6i khong kim dugce, hoi thd gap hon, run giong goi tén chang, ngoén tay
bau chat 1ay chang.

Chang dirng lai, chuyén ngudi, khién toi ngtira dau nhin thang vao anh
mat chang. T6i ngdy ngoc nhin, toc mai, gwong mat, déi moi, tat ca déu rat
than thudc. T6i gio tay vong ra 6m phia sau c6 chang, dau ngoén tay xet qua
yét hau, xoa do6i mo6i mong... Tay chang dot nhién chuyén, do toi bang
khuyu tay. Tram cai toc bi go ra, toc dai bung x6a nhw to mugt phu kin tay
chang. Chang dat t6i xudng 16p c6 kh6 mém mai, cdi ngwdi téi nhin that
sau, anh mat trién mién mé ly.

Quan 4o dan dan bi cdi bo, than thé x nit cudi cung khéng chit che day.

Than cti trong 10 swdi phat ra nhitng am thanh ti tach nho, anh Iita am
ap, ngan cach mua gio toi tam.

Bubi dong phong hoa chiic dén cham ba nam, doi tr trong Vwong phu
gam voc lua la t&i bén 16 swdi noi can nha go, doi tir dam hi nwong von
quanh thanh dam thich khach danh lén trong dém... Cling chi c6 chang gap
t0i, toi gap chang mdi cé nhitng thay doi ay. Cé 1é chiing t6i da dinh khong
lam dwgc mdot doi vo chong binh thwdng, nhat dinh phai cing nhau di qua
song to gio 16n. Co 1é d6 von la duyén phan cua chiing t6i, 1a hanh phic khi
chuing t6i con song trén doi.
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Chuong 17: Trién Mién

Anh néng cubi chiéu nghiéng nghiéng chiéu vao ca ving trdi dat ménh
mong, nui cao strng sitng phia xa, bau khong nhuw thé c6 bién may cuon
cudn troi, cac dinh nui luan phién nhau dwoc troi chiéu chiéu 1én mot sac
vang nhan nhat. Tridc mat toi la mot mau xanh rong 16n, xanh ri bat tan,
dwong nhw dan dwong cho ngwai di t6i chan troi. Trudce kia toi chwra tirng
dugc biét vung bién cwong hoang da nay cé thé rong bao la téi nhu vay,
con 16n gap may lan khu vye san ban hoang gia. Troi dat rong rai, nii song
huing trang, cho du la nha dé viong cling khong thé 6m hét vao long.

Tiéu Ky dwa toi ra khoi thanh, dén xem vung dat bién cwong bat ngat vai
nhitng canh dong vo tan, 1a vung dat noi chang mot tay khai thac duoc.
Muoi nam triede, dwdi chan téi la 1anh thé cua D6t Quyét, chon dong xanh
phi nhiéu tuyét dep nay van bi cac toc nguwdi du muc chiém lay cho dén khi
Ninh S6c dwgce binh dinh, Tiéu Ky dai pha Dot Quyét, mé rong lanh tho
thién triéu thém hon sau tram dam vé phia bac, chay t6i duwdi dinh nti Hoac
Doc.

Lan dau tién toi bi vé dep ctia thién nhién lam cho rung déng, thi ra & bén
ngoai cung dién dinh dai con c6 mot loai lwc lwgng khac c6 kha nang lam
rung dong long nguwoi cao hon ca thién uy hoang gia.

Tiéu Ky gio roi chi vé phwong xa, “D6 chinh la nti Hodc Poc, ngon nui
cao nhat vung bién cwong phia bac, trén dinh nti van nam tuyét dong, trudc
gio chwa 6 ai treo duge qua swon nui. Nhitng nguwoi dan du muc gia phia
bac truyén rang dinh nui kia la cho & cta than linh, ngwoi pham khong thé
khinh nhon”.
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“Ta chwa tirng dén noi nao cao nhw vay”, toi cat 10i cam than tir day long,
v0 cung say mé nguong mo.

“Ta cling chi tirng t&i swon nui”, chang cdm khai cwdi mot tiéng, noi:
“Sttc manh duy nhat khién ta kinh sg trén c6i doi nay chinh la stvc manh
cua troi dat”.

Pay khong phai la 1an dau tién chang néi 10i dai nghich bat dao nhu vay.
Lic dau nghe dugc toi cam giac rat kinh hai, nhwng gio da thay binh
thwong. Néu la ngudi khac néi thi khong khéi thdy pham thwgng, khinh
khi, nhung duy chi c6 10i n6i ra tit miéng chang mai c6 cam giac nhe tia
16ng hong, cdm gidc dwong nhién la thé.

“Bay qua nui cao kia chinh la dai mac, bn bé ménh mong cat vang, cac
g0 cao noi nhau tao ra thung liing, cat chady xuéng khe sau khong thay day.
Huwdéng vé phia bac hon may tram dam nita m@i thdy c6 6¢ dao, xa hon mot
chit chinh la 1anh thé Dot Quyét”.

Nhin theo phwong hwéng chang chi, nghi t6i sa mac day cat, long t6i
khong khéi hitng khdi rung dong.

Gio6 manh théi ao ao bén tai, lay dong ta do choang 16ng ctru cta chang,
thdi toc toi tung bay.

Chung t6i nam gidy cuong thic ngwa, di tir tir cham rai, khong cé thi vé
di theo, tam quén thé sy hon loan. Hai ngwdi hai ngwa séng vai ung dung
dao choi trén canh dong binh yén rong 16n nay, bau troi cang cao, y chi
cang 16n, ngudi cang gan...

Mat trgi cudi ngay phia chan trdi téa ra nhitng anh nang ryc rd, khién
cho van vat trong trgi dat dugc bao trum trong anh kim quang sang choi.

Nhin vang mat troi dé phia xa kia, t6i dot nhién cam thay vo cung hao
hitng, quay dau nhwéng may cuoi véi Tiéu Ky, “Vuong gia dau thuat cudi
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ngua cung ta mot chut dwoc chir?”.

Tiéu Ky cao giong cudi, xiét day cwong dirng ngua, “Nhuwong nang ba
tram buac!”.

Toi khong dap 101, trd tay gio roi, hung hang quat vao lvng con ngya den
huyén chang dang ngo6i trén. Mac Giao cé vé nhu chwa bao gio bi quat, tinh
tinh di dan bi kich dong, 1ap titc cat vé tirc gian hi vang. Tiéu Ky ca kinh,
khong dogi chang ra tay ngan cdn, toi da kep chat bung ngwa, giuc ngwa
chay di.

Con nguya trang tén Kinh Van ma t6i dang cudi cling khong phai loai
binh thudng, toan than nhw tuyét, bom dai mau swong, lic lao di giong nhw
dang budc trén may.

Tiéu Ky phéng ngwa dudi theo, Mac Giao kia qua nhién than tuan phi
pham, thé lao t&i nhanh nhw sam chép.

Hai con ngua trang den dan dan chay song song vdi nhau, Tiéu Ky
nghiéng dau nhin t6i, ddy mat day tia sang, cudi néi, “Nang rot cudc céd bao
nhiéu kha nang?”.

To6i chi cwoi khong dap, lai gio roi giuc ngwa, dé mat cho gié manh tap
qua théi mai téc dai bay tung. Cé cam gidc nhu dang bay lwgn trén canh
dong ménh mo6ng bat ngat xanh tham, trong gi6é c6 mui dat hoa lan mui
thom cua co, mé hodc long nguoi.

Thuat curdi ngua cua toi la dugc thac phu dich than day tw luc nho, co
mot khong hai trong s6 cac nit tir chon kinh thanh, ngay ca ca ca ciing tirng
cam bai ha phong*. Song thay dwoc thuat cwdi ngwa cta Tiéu Ky, t6i hoan
toan kham phuc, Mac Giao kia van thang Kinh Van mot bac. T6i va Kinh
Van da sap khong con chut site Iye nao, Tiéu Ky lai binh tinh nhan tan,
than khi Mac Giao moi liic mét dang trao.
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*Cam bai ha phong: bang long chiu thua kém.

“Thoi, chang thang!”, t6i thd sau mot hoi, khong danh long giuc ngya
nita, mim cwoi ném roi cho Tieu Ky.

“Pa ta Vuong phi”, Tieu Ky mim cuoi khom nguoi, ghim cuong cho
ngua chay cham lai, diu dang nhin t6i, “Mét moi sao?”.

T6i lac dau, khée moi van gitt nu cwoi, vén téc mai 1én, lic nay mdi giat
minh nhan ra minh da di qua xa, bon phia déu la dong hoang vo tan, ma sac
troi da t6i mat ro6i. Hoang hén buéng xuong, nhitng déa hoa dai mang mot
vé dep ruc rd. Xa xa c6 léu trai nha go, c6 nhitng dong ltra 16n da dugc dan
du muc nhém lén. Mot doan dé bo dang dwge dam muc dong khua vé nha,
c6 tiéng ca hat vui mirng vang l1én tir gitra bay ctru.

“Pay la dau? Chung ta di xa nhw vay r6i u?”, t6i kinh ngac cuwdi than.

Tiéu Ky nghiém mat n6i: “Xem ra tdi nay khong quay vé thanh dugc r6i,
ching ta chi c6 thé ngu lai bén ngoai”.

Toi le 1udi, ra vé hoang sg, “Lam sao bay gio, liéu co6 soi khong?”.
“Soi thi khong c6”, Tiéu Ky khong cuwdi ma vé mat lai day y cwdi, nhin
toi, “Nhuwng nguoi thi co mot™.

Hai tai dot nhién nong lén, t6i lam bd nhw nghe khong hiéu, nghiéng dau
xoay nguoi lai, nhung khong nén néi ma bat cudi.

Sac troi da toi, ching toi béen di dén nha nhitng nguwdi dan du muc kia,
vuot qua dam muc dong dang trd vé, thay mui canh thit, sita dé dun nong
h6i ma ching phu nhan da chuan bi xong xong vao mdii.

Chung t6i m6t doi khach khong méi ma dén khién cho nhitng ngudi dan
du muc thuan phac vo ctung vui mirng. Cling khong c6 ai héi lai lich cta
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chung t0i, chi 1ay ra rirgu thit ngon nhat thiét dai, phuc vu chiing t6i nhw
khach quy. Vai thiéu nién vay quanh Mdc Giao va Kinh Van hét 16i ca
nggi, cac thiéu nit khong chit ngwgng ngung e dé, to mo xum lai xung
quanh chung t0i, vui vé ndi cuwoi hoi chuyén. Cac nang ngudng mo dung
mao cua t6i, ngudng md da t6i trang non nhuw nghé, mai téc mém béng nhw
gam — day la nhitng 16i ca nggi chat phac dang yéu nhat ma t6i tirng nghe
duoc.

Rugu da udng, moi ngwoi bat dau vay quanh dong Itta ca hat nhay mua.
Ho choi nhitng nhac cu ma toi chwa tirng thay, hat nhitng bai hat td6i nghe
khong hiéu.

Tiéu Ky mim cudi noéi vao bén tai t6i, “D6 la tiéng Dot Quyét”.

T6i da nhan ra dugc, nhe giong néi, “Bon ho khong hoan toan la nguoi
Trung Nguyen”.

Tiéu Ky gat dau cuoi, “Phia bac la viing cac toc cu tri hon tap, ngudi cac
toc van thuong 1ay nhau, dan du muc phan 1én la nguoi H6, phong tuc cé
khac so v&i Trung Nguyén”.

Toi khé gat dau, nhat thoi trong long cam khai. Triéu ta va Dot Quyét da
chinh chién nhiéu nam, thu han ctia hai nwéc qua sau, song dan chiing van
song hoan thuan véi nhau. Hon tram nam lién hén, cung sinh t6n, @ manh
dat nay da s6m trong ngudi co ta, trong ta c6 ngwdi. Mac du lanh thé quéc
gia co6 thé dung dao thwong phan dinh nhung huyét mach, phong tuc khong
dé gi thay doi.

Mot vi tredng 1ao rau bac trang mai Tiéu Ky cung doi am, vira méi tr@
lai cho ngoi da thdy mot c6 nwong gwong mat hong nhuan, tay bung chén
rwou di tdi, 16n mat dua cho Tiéu Ky, nam nit ditng chung quanh nhat thoi
cuoi ro lén, nhin thang vé phia chiing t6i.

https://thuviensach.vn



T6i khong hiéu dugc phong tuc noi nay, lai thay Tiéu Ky cwoi, lac dau:
“Ta da co the tr”.

Co nuwong kia khong nhitng khong e 1€ ma ngwoc lai vo cung kién quyét,
quay dau lai nhin t6i: “Nguoi la nit nhan ciaa chang?”.

Loi noi roé rang ngan gon nay khién t6i ngan ra, dwa mat tré vé thay Tiéu
Ky dang mim cwdi nhin t6i, trong long bong cam thay sy am 4p khong thé
miéu ta thanh 10i.

“Pung”, toi khé mim cwdi, nhwdng may dén nhan anh mat khiéu khich
cua co nuwong kia.

DPoi con nguwoi 14p lanh cia nang nhin thang t6i: “Ta muén madi chang
cung khiéu vii, nguoi c6 thé cho phép khéng?”.

Thi ra 1a mudn mai khiéu vii cung, t6i bat giac bat cudi, quay dau nhin
Tiéu Ky, ban than thuc sy mu6n xem xem Tiéu Ky lic khiéu vii trong sé
thé nao... Nhung 13, chi can nghi t6i canh do thoi cling dt lam t6i buon
cuodi. Cé diéu, cham phai anh mat Tiéu Ky, t6i danh c6 gang nin cuoi,
nghiém mat néi, “Xin 106i, ta khong thé cho phép”.

“Tai sao?”, d6i mat nang trong su6t, vo cung thang than.

T6i nhin vao d&nh mat nang, mim cwdi cham rai néi, “Lanh tho quoc gia
khong thé cho ngoai dich dat chan téi xam pham du chi mot chit, trugng
phu cta ta dwong nhién cling khong thé dé cho ngwdi khac cham t6i du chi
mot ngon tay”.

Moi cwoi xung quanh hé vang, vo tay, nhat loat gio cao chén rugu hwdng
vé phia ching t6i. Mot chang thanh nién cao rdo dirng 1én, hat mot bai ca
toi nghe khong hiéu tang cho c6 nwong do, tiéng ca uyén chuyén nong nhiét
khién nang xau hoé dé mat... Ma sac mat t6i dai khai cling khong t6t hon
nang bao nhiéu. Anh mét Tiéu Ky thing tdp hwéng vé phia toi, &nh mét tua
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h6 khién t6i khong thé ho hap dugc, ban than ré rang khong uong qua nhiéu
rwvou nhung dot nhién lai hoa mat.

Pém da vé khuya, ching t6i tir biét nhitng ngwdi dan du muc nhiét tinh,
diéng day quay trd vé thanh.

Bau troi dém sau tham tham, day trgi 1ap lanh anh sao, gitta canh dong
trong yén lang chi c6 tiéng vo ngwa vang 1én, man dém diu dang 6m van
vat trong thién dia vao long.

To6i ngra dau dé gié dém thoi qua gwong mat van con néng, béi chura thé
on dinh duoc cam xuc.

“Lai day”, Tiéu Ky nam tay t0i, khong n6i 16i nao da 6m t6i dat 1én ngua
chang, dung 4o khoac 16ng ctru bao lay toi.

Toi ngtta dau nhin, chang ciing cti dau xuéng nhin t6i, anh mat sdu ma
am ap, “Thich noi nay khong?”.

“Thich”, t6i mim cwdi dap lai, “Ta chwa tirng thay noi nao dep nhu vay,
cling da lau roi chwa vui vé nhw vay”.

Nu cuoi trén moi Tieu Ky cang 1o, diu giong ndi bén tai toi, “Dgi sau khi
chién sy két thiic, ta dan nang di ngao du tit phwong, xem Dong Hai ménh
mong, Tay Thuc hiém trd, Van Nam kiéu diém,... Troi dat rong 16n, non
song nhu hoa, dep hon rat nhiéu nhitng gi nang c6 thé twdng twong dugc”.

Chién su, ding la van con chua tranh thoat dugce hai chir nay. T6i dwa
vao tredc ngue chang, yén lang tha dai. Ca mot dem nay, hai nguoi chung
toi khong ai nhac tGi chuyén ay, biét ré chién sy sap tdi, van gang sic
bu6ng hét phién nao phan tranh, chi tham lam mong c6 dwgc nira ngay
khong au lo.
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T6i nham mat mim cwoi, “Pugc, dén lic do, ching ta du lich ti¢ hai, tim
mot noi dep nhu trong tranh, xay mot can nha nho, thitc day lam viéc khi
mat troi moc, dén khi mat trdi lan thi nghi ngoi...”. Tiéu Ky 6m chat l1ay
toi, thap giong ndi bén tai toi, “Ta sé xay mot can nha dep nhat thién ha cho
nang, noi dé chi c6 hai ngudi ching ta, ai cling khong thé quay ray”.

T6i nhin 1én troi cao, chi cAm thdy man dém that dep, cudc doi nay cling
vO cung dep, day mat bat giac lai wét.

Canh tay giit bén hong t6i bong nhién siét chat, méi méng khé cham vao
bén vanh tai, hoi thé &m ap pha xuéng co, khién toan than t6i mém lai,
phang phat nhw udng phai regu nguyén chat. T6i khé run, nhung khong
tranh né, ngra dau ra, dé mdc d6i méi chang cham vao co.

“Om chit ta”, giong néi ctia chang tram thap binh tinh, “Sau nay bat luan
thé nao ciing dirng budng tay”.

T6i bong nhién mé mat, giat minh cam thay sg hai, mac du xung quanh
yén lang nhw thwong, nhwng lai c6 mot con lanh bu6t thau xwong tir trén
than thé Tiéu Ky truyén t6i — sat khi. T6i da qua quen thudc véi sat khi, loai
sat khi Idc tu6t dao ra khéi vé cta Tiéu Ky.

Mac Giao tia nhw da phat hién ra diéu gi d6, cham cham ngirng buéec,
canh giac vénh tai nghe ngéng. Kinh Van di theo phia sau né ciing bat an hi
mot tiéng.

Tiéu Ky ngung than gitt kiém, am tham 6m t6i chat hon.
Mac Giao ti tir di vé phia trudc, tirng tiéng vé ngwa nhw dap vao long.

Chang biét tir khi nao may da day dac che kin bau troi, gié am nhu dang
dan dan cu6n t6i, troi dém thang nam chgt nhv muén mua.
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Chung t6i phi ngwa bang bang doc theo dong cd, xa xa da thiy doi thap
chap chung, ciing c6 thé nhin thdy anh déen mo ho chiéu ra tir nhitng xém
thon ngoai 6. Trong béng dém 1& mo xet qua nhitng dong c6 kho thap 16
nho doc theo con dwong tredc mat. Téi am tham canh gidc, cang lic cang
c6 dy cdm chang lanh. Noi nay la viing qué ménh moéng vo tan, doi mat tdi
noi dau cting thdy khong chén tri nap. Cho du mot con chim 1é loi bay qua
khong thé tranh khoi anh mat cua Tiéu Ky, song noi nay la bién gidi, dia
thé bién hoa, nhitng doi thap, nhitng déong c6 khé quanh minh ngan tré tam
mat, tita nhw nhitng con da tha an minh trong béng t6i, chd dgi nguwoi t6i dé
tan cong, vé cung hung hiém.

Co tiéng sam tram thap vang 1én chay ngang trén bau troi, gié moi lic
mot manh, troi sap mura.

Toi dua hai tay 6m lay Tiéu Ky, dau ngén tay cham phai dau tha kim loai
gan trén kiém, cai lanh nhw bang xuyén vao day long, khong hiéu sao lai
khién t6i thay an 6n. Mac Giao dot nhién dirng lai, cii dau phat ra hoi the
ngan ngui day vé canh giac. T6i nin thd, chi cam thay Tiéu Ky lai 6m toi
chat hon, yén lang giuc ngwa di vé phia trudc.

Co6 hat mwa lanh lanh roi xuéng lam w6t khuén mat. Cudi cung ciing da
mura.

Phia tredc, bén tay phai, vai con dom dém xanh dang bay lwgn bong
nhién tan ra.

“Ndm rap nguoi xuong!”, Tiéu Ky bong nhién khé quat, ép than thé toi
xuong yén ngwa. Toi khong nhin thay rd bat cir thit gi, chi nghe thay mot
tiéng rit sac lanh chita day sttc manh lwét qua mat nhanh nhw gié. M6 hoi
lanh rin ra khap than thé. T6i biét, vira mé&i trong khoanh khac, cai chét da
lw6t qua minh.
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Lic nay, Mac Giao bat chgt c6 phan ng, dot ngot nhay 1én nhw bi sét
danh, phéng thang vé phia dam dom dém sau dong cé kho.

Tiéng gié gao thét, moi thit trvdc mat bay vit nhw bi cudn, bén tai 1a
tiéng thd trdn dinh khong chit nao niing cia Tiéu Ky, canh tay chac vitng
vang gitt 1y toi, mot tay gitt kiém; kiém vang 1én tiéng rong gam, mot
luéng anh sang nhu dai lua lanh 1€o xet qua mé ra canh ctta man dém.

Tiéu Ky xuat kiém, kiém quang loang loang chiéu khap hon mot trugng.
Trong chép mat, toi nhin thay vo s6 nhitng bong den nhw ma quy lao t6i.

Trwdc mat téi sam lai, Tieu Ky dot ngét md 4o choang ra, bao tron lay t6i
dwéi vong tay — canh cudi cung nhin thdy la gét chan cia dam hac y nhan
cung vdi nhitng con nguoi rét lanh 16 ra ngoai mat na, vo s6 anh dao nhw
anh chdp chém thang tdi... Kiém quan dot nhién tang vot, nhu can lay,
nuot 1ay anh dao kia, nhu cuéng phong dao chiéu, can quét ngan van dich!

Trwdc mat hoan toan t6i den nhw murc, t6i khong thé nhin bat ci thit gi,
chi cAm nhén noi chop miii c6 mot hoi thd am néng. Trong nhay mat, c6
mot cai gi do rat manh mé ban tung 1én khu6én mat to6i. SAm sét 16e sang,
mua dot nhién nang hat hon, Mac Giao kinh hoang nhdy 1én. Tiéng kiém,
tiéng gio gao thét vang 1én bén tai v6 cung gap gap nhu tiéng mwa ky di lic
nay. Thi thodng c6 tiéng kim loai va vao nhau, nhiéu hon la tiéng méau néng
phun ra tung tée, tiéng thit rach xwong gay,... Trdi qua tran chién Ha Lan,
toi da khong con xa la v&i nhitng thanh am chét chéc nay nita. Mui mau
tanh nong tran ngdp trong dém tdi, lao thang t¢i chép miii cta toi. T6i dan
chat mat tredc ngue Tiéu Ky, khong hé nhiic nhich mac du chiéc 4o choang
ctia chang da bao boc hoan toan 1ay than thé minh. Cach tdm 4o, to6i nghe
thdy r6 rang nhip tim dap manh mé day sttc manh cta chang.

Mac Giao ra sttc chay nhanh, giong nhu bay 1én khong cudi gié. T6i
khong biét no6 chay t6i dau, nhung bong t6i tredc mat chwa tirng lam t6i lo
sg hay nghi hodc — c6 1é t6i chwra bao gio tran dinh, ung dung dén nhuw vay,
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chi can nghi t6i long nguwc am ap kién dinh phia sau, nghi rang t6i dang &
cung chang, cho du phia tredc co la dia nguc tu la, viec mau van tregng toi
cling quyét khong lui buéc.

Tiéng kim loai giao nhau xung quanh chot bién mat, mui mau tanh lai
chwa tan di, ma tiéng gi6 muwa dwong nhw manh hon ca khi ndy. Nuwdc mwa
thdm vao w6t tdm 4o choang, dan dan tham vao 4o t6i, ngam lanh... Cé sy
am ap trén co thé chang truyén tGi cach chiéc do choang, twa vao tredc
nguc chang, quanh than van am. T6i ngang dau, lai khong mé dwgc mat ra,
nwdc mua va gio manh tGi tap tap vao mat, 16ng may va 16ng mi da vt
dam.

“DPirng 1én tiéng”, canh tay giit bén hong t6i ctia Tiéu Ky dot nhién cang
thang, trong chdc lat than thé t6i da bi dwa Ién khong, sau d6 dugc chang
om 13y, lan xudng.

Chung t6i nga trén con duong, phia dudi la c6 kho mém mai. Tiéu Ky
tung minh ding 1én, 6m t6i nhanh chéng lui vao tranh phia sau dong co.
Mac Giao va Kinh Van lai nhw khong dé y thdy chiing t6i da nhay xudng,
ct nhw vay chay nhanh vé phia trueéc tia tén ban. Long t6i nhat thoi lanh
nhw bang, chi nghe thay tiéng v6 ngwa ao ao dap nuwdc tir phia sau chay tdi,
dudi theo hai con ngya.

Tiéu Ky khong nhuc nhich, canh tay trai khong doi khoi bén hong toi du
chi nira khac, trudc sau van vitng vang 6m ldy t6i. Nuwdc mua chdy xuong
theo dong cé kho, wét dam toan than, toi bat chap céi lanh, nin thd vieon tay
bat 1dy tay chang. Tiéu Ky giit chdt nam ngoén tay toi, yén lang truyén cho
toi strc manbh.

Doi cho t6i khi tiéng v6 ngwa dubi theo da xa, chang tram giong noéi: “bi
theo ta!”.
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Chang dat t6i sai budc dudi gié mua, chay nhanh trong dém den, troi dat
ménh moéng mdt dong nuwdc, dudi chan bun vang tung toe,... Tredc mat mo
ho6 thdy mot can nha bé hoang, an sau mdt loat nhitng déng cé kho.

Tiéu Ky da mé ctra phong, gié manh cung mua 16n ao ao lao thang vao
trong phong, tredc mat den nhanh, chi ngi thdy mui thom ctia cé kho.

T6i cubng quyt quay nguwdi che ctra phong, tuy chi la mot cai ctra go rat
moéng, nhung it nhat c6 thé tam thdi ngan mua gio sdm sét & bén ngoai.

bay la mot truong co kho nudi ngwa quan da bi bo, Tieu Ky tirng tGi do
xét trrong co6 nuodi ngwra, mo ho nhé duge can phong don so bi bo hoang
noi nay von la chon tryc dém ctia ngwdi trong coi kho. Thich khach nhiéu
nguoi, ching toi luc it, Tiéu Ky quyét di that nhanh, 16n mat bo ca ngwa, dé
Mac Giao va Kinh Van dan thich khach rai di, con ching t6i nhd bong dém
che ddy, an than noi nay. Nwdc mua tay sach dau chan, thich khach lai
khong quen dia thé, rat kh6 tim dwgc noi bi mat nay.

Tiéu Ky thap sang cay danh Itra, sau khi kiém tra tat ca cac ctra s6 déu da
déng chat, phia ngoai khong thé nhin thay anh ltra md&i 1ay cui téi thap 1o
swdi. Phia bac khi hau lanh, gia dinh binh thwong déu cé 10 suwéi, trong can
nha nay ngoai trtt mot chiéc ban g6 don so thi khap noi déu chat day cé
kho.

To6i dura vao ban go kia, than thé khé run, khong biét 1a do lanh hay la s¢
hai. Thich khach tam thdi da bi dan di. Vira r6i Tiéu Ky doc hét sitc danh
lui may ké danh 1én lao ra tr phia sau tran mai phuc ti mi, néu nhw khong
phai c6 ganh nang la t6i & bén canh, chang c6 1é da cé thé giét sach bon
ching... T6i ngwéc mat nhin vé phia chang, lai dot nhién chan dong. Chi
thdy 4o choang cua chang w6t dam, trén ngudi c6 nwdc chay xudng, giot
nuwdc quanh co rét xuéng san nha, 16 ra mau dé sam doa nguoi.
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“Chang bi thwong!”, t6i nhao téi vén do choang cta chang 1én, luéng
cubng bat dugc hai canh tay chang, dwa mat quanh than chang tim kiém vét
thuong.

Chang de 14y tay to6i, lai van c6 tam tw choc gheo t6i, “S¢ cai gi, nam nit
thu thu bat than”.

T6i vira ngang dau, hoi nwdc da dang lén trong hoc mat, cai gi cling bat
chap, hodng loan thot 1én, “Sao lai cé kiéu dua nhw chang chié? Cé bi
thuwong khong? Co lam sao khong?...”. Tieu Ky khong noi 10i nao, binh
tinh nhin lai t6i. T6i thdy 4o choang cua chang wét dam, ngoai bao dudgi 4o
choang cling w6t mat mot nira, mau den loang 16, khong nhin ra vét thwong
& dau, nhat thoi chan tay cting mém nhiin, nhwng c6 chap giit 1dy chang
khong chiu buong.

“Ta khong c6 bi thwong”, chang cti dau khé noi, giong mém nhe.

T6i kim nén tdi day, nwdc mat ao ao roi xudng, co6 hong nghen lai khong
noi dugc gi.

“La mau cua thich khach, giét chét tam chin ngwdi, con dw lai hon mudi
hai nguoi...”, chang cho la toi khong tin, ban ron cdi bé ao choang.

Toi kinh ngac nhin lai chang, khong thé thot nén nira 161, khong biét 1a
khéc hay la cwoi, chi van chwra thé binh tinh lai tir n6i s¢ hai.

“Sac mat cting doa ngwoi”, chang thd dai, mat tran day am ap, “Nha dau
ngoc, nang rat sg ta chét sao?”.

Mot chit chét thot ra tit miéng chang khién long t6i chgt cang thang. Ngo
ngac nhin lai khuén mat chang, gio khac nay chi cdm thay cho du troi sap
dat 19, 1a s6ng la chét, bat ké thé nao ciing khong thé mat di chang, ma e 1a
chi can vira nghi t&i thoi trong long ciing dau nhw cat. T6i dot nhién dang
tay 6m chat 1ay chang, “Néu nhw mudn chét, chang cting nhat dinh phai
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chét sau ta, nhwr vay ta sé khong phai vi chang ma dau long kho s&, chiu noi
kho sinh ly t¥ biét”.

Tiéu Ky chan dong, yén 1ang mot hoi rat 1au, chi 6m tdi trong nguc, hai
canh tay siét chat t&i mitc té6i gan nhw khong thé thé duogc.

“U, sau mot trdm tudi, ta sé dé nang di trudc mot budc”, chang mim cudi
néi nho bén tai téi, “Nhung trwdc do, nang phai theo ta dén gia, cuing nhau
bién thanh mdt d6i vg chong téc bac. Lic do ta yéu 6t, rung rang nang cling
khong dugc ché”.

Chung t6i ngoi trude 10 swdi, Tieu Ky cdi bd do ngoai nhuom day mau
den, chi mdc trung y trang, t6i mo ho c6 thé thdy dugc da thit chang. Toi ri
mat, khéng dam nhin chang. Chang cii ngwdi cho thém cti, ngung than suy
tw, khong phat hién ra sy boi r6i cta toi.

T6i ho nhe mot tiéng, thé dai noi: “Bay gio phai lam sao? Chang 1€ c
doi thé nay tdi khi troi sang?”.

Tiéu Ky mim cuwdi, “Trude hirng dong at sé c6 citu binh”.

Toi ngac nhién tron mat, thay vé mat chac chan cta chang, lai thdy chang
cudi mot tiéng, noi, “Chiing ta tring dém khong vé, Hoai An nhét dinh sé
canh giac, dan ngwoi ra khoi thanh tim. Ta tha Mac Giao trd vé, né nhan
duge dudng, cling nhan dugce hoi thé cla ta, sé dan Hoai An téi noi nay.
Noi nay cach thanh khong xa, tréc hirng dong bon ho chac chan tGi”.

T6i thd dai mot hoi, 1ong vira binh tinh lai thdy sac mat Tiéu Ky tram
xuong.

Chang than nhién néi: “Hanh tung ctia ching ta bi thich khach biét
duwgec... trong phu, chi e da c6 gian té”.

https://thuviensach.vn



T6i khong khéi riung minh, chi cdm thay toan than dan 6n lanh. Lan nay,
nhitng nguoi biét toi va Tiéu Ky céi trang ra khoi thanh chi c6 mdy ha nhan
than can trong phu. Néu ngay ca ngwoi bén canh ciing la gian té, vay thi
con c6 thé tin ai nita?

“Chang 1€ lai 1a Ha Lan...”, t6i tram ngam chdc lat, nhiu may noi,
“Khong ding, nguoi Dot Quyét va Ha Lan Cham ldc nay ty than minh lo
con khong xong, dau co thwra sirc dong thu vdi chang”. Khoe moi Tieu Ky
nhéch 1én, nhung khéng c6 1dy chiit y cwdi ndo. Anh sang trong mét Iwu
chuyén, sau khéng do dugc, “Nang cho rang, ltic nay ai mu6n tinh mang
cta ta nhat, ai c6 thé mang theo mwdi may tén thich khach l1én vao Ninh
Séc?”.

T6i dang nghiéng ngudi cho thém cti, nghe vay canh tay run 1én, kim sat
co ho nhu sap roi khéi tay.

Khong biét c6 phai do 4o w6t trén ngwoi qua lanh hay khong, t6i co chut
run ray, nhich téi gan 10 swdi ma quanh than van khéng ngirng run.

“Van con lanh sao?”, Tiéu Ky tir phia sau vuon tay tdi, tim lay 6ng tay
ao w6t dam cua t6i, qua quyét noi, “Nhw vay khong dugc, cdi ra!”.

Toi hoang hot, lai khéng thé go tay chang ra dugc, hai lan trwdc chat vat
bi chang c&i 4o dén gio van canh canh trong long, ltic nay lai thay chang
dwa tay t6i mé vat do, t6i xau ho néi, “Khong can, ta khong lanh...”.

Hai tay chang bong ngirng dong, chang cui gan lai bén t6i, n6i: “Tai sao
nang van sg ta?”.

Toi cting hong, chot thay miéng dang ludi kho, quanh than tya ho nhw
néng lén, lap bap néi, “Khong phai vay, ta khong cé...”.

Chang khong hé néi gi nita, lang lang 6m t06i, hoi thd am ap pha vao bén
tai.
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Bén trong 10 suwdi thi thoang c6 mot chit anh Itta nd bung, rd rang vira
md&i cam thay lanh, gio khac nay lai nhw huyét mach quanh than cling néng
birng.

“A Vii”, chang tram giong goi t6i, giong ndi diu dang khan khan, “Ta da
bo qua nang ba nam”.

Moi chang rgi vao canh tai, nhe nhang dan bén tai, cham rai hon doc
xuong co.

T6i nham that chat mat lai, khong dam nhtc nhich, tham chi khong dam
hit thé, sy hon loan trong long nhi mudn xong ra ngoai co thé.

Trwdc khi thanh than, ma ma trong cung da day toi chuyén vién phong,
tham chi tr rat sém tredc do, t6i da tirng trong lic lo dang thay Thai ti ca
ca hoan ai cing mot thi nit... Chuyén nam nit, mac du t6i cam thay rat rut
ré khong mudn biét, nhung khong phdi hoan toan u mé.

Po6i moi méng chtia chang néng béng di chuyén trén co, khién toan than
t0i té dai. T6i bi chang 6m trong nguc, toan than chang c6 1ay chat khi lyc
nao, phang phat nhw dang tréi dat trong dong nwéc am ménh mang.

Hoi thé cta chang moi lic mot gdp, ban tay gitt bén hong da doi 1én
tredc ngwe, ma@ vat ao téi ra. Cach mot 16p trung y méng, long ban tay am
ap nhe nhang bao phu, vo cling diu dang, tira nhw dang gilr 1ay mot bau vat
vO cung tran quy.

T6i khéng kim dugce, hoi thd gap hon, run giong goi tén chang, ngoén tay
bau chat 1ay chang.

Chang dirng lai, chuyén ngudi, khién toi ngtira dau nhin thang vao anh
mat chang. T6i ngdy ngoc nhin, toc mai, gwong mat, déi moi, tat ca déu rat
than thudc. T6i gio tay vong ra 6m phia sau c6 chang, dau ngoén tay xet qua
yét hau, xoa do6i mo6i mong... Tay chang dot nhién chuyén, do toi bang
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khuyu tay. Tram cai téc bi go ra, toc dai bung x6a nhv to mugt phu kin tay
chang. Chang dat t6i xudng 16p c6 kh6 mém mai, cdi ngwdi téi nhin that
sau, anh mat trién mién mé ly.

Quan 4o dan dan bi cdi bo, than thé x nit cudi cung khéng chit che day.

Than cti trong 10 swdi phat ra nhitng am thanh ti tach nho, anh Iita am
ap, ngan cach mua gio toi tam.

Bubi dong phong hoa chiic dén cham ba nam, doi ttr trong Vwong phu
gam voc lua la t&i bén 16 swdi noi can nha go, doi tir dam hi nwong von
quanh thanh dam thich khach danh lén trong dém... Cling chi c6 chang gap
t0i, toi gap chang mdi cé nhitng thay doi ay. Cé 1é chiing t6i da dinh khong
lam dwgc mét doi vo chong binh thudng, nhat dinh phai cing nhau di qua
song to gi6 16n. Co 1é d6 von la duyén phan cua chiing t6i, 1a hanh phic khi
chuing t6i con song trén doi.
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Phia ngoai van la tiéng mua to gié 1én khong ngirng, nhuwng bén trong,
than Itra da swdi d&m toan bd can nha, mot phong xuan y dao dat.

To6i lang lang nam trong ngwc Tiéu Ky, khong nhiic nhich, t6c dai lvgn 1o
tredc ngwe chang, may sgi toc bi mo hoi tham wét dan trén 16ng ngue tran
cta chang, dan vao nhitng vét seo nong sau ngang doc ¢ do. Trén nguoi
chang c6 rat nhiéu vét seo, tham chi c6 mot vét seo ngang vai co hoé nhu
Xuyén qua ca tam lung... Mac du miéng vét thwong da sém khép, chi chira
lai dau vét nhan nhat, nhung khong khéi khién nguwdi nhin thdy giat minh.
Cudc song muwoi nam chinh chién trén lwng ngwa cta chang rét cudc da
phai trdi qua bao nhiéu lan sinh ti chét chéc, dap trén hai cot bao nhiéu
nguwoi mdi cé thé budce ra tir trong bién mau, tirng buédc di tédi ngay hom
nay?... Toi khong dam nghi muoi nam nhu vay chi c6 mot minh chang trai
qua.

Sau khi an i, chang 6m lay t6i nham mat nam, twa ho roi vao giac ngu
say v0 cung yén tinh. Gwong mat nhw tac kia van lanh Iung, kh6e mo6i mim
chat, treong kiém ra khoi vo con & bén tay, moi khi c6 gié thoi qua, chang
lién 1ap titc dung kiém lén, khong cé 1ay nita khac thanh nhan thw gian. Toi
ngam nhin gwong mat binh yén ctia chang lic ngu that 1au, trong long c6
chut dau dén xen lan vi chua ngot ngao.

T6i vion tay, dung dau ngoén tay vuot nhe 1én vét nhan trén 16ng may
chang. Chang nham hai mat, khong nhtic nhich, kh6e m6i nhéch 1én hoi tha
long, vé ra nu cuoi nhat. Toi khé nang nguoi day, kéo ngoai bao qua phu
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lay than thé tran tru6ng. Chang bong nhién 6m lay eo t6i, tung minh ap t6i
dudi than thé.

MGt tiéng kéu gian doi cua toi con chura ra khéi miéng da dong lai @ mép,
chi thay anh sang trong mat Tiéu Ky chép dong, sac mat chang ngung
trong, an kiém quy goi thang, che chd téi dwdi than thé chang. T6i nin thd
khong dam nhtic nhich, ré rang khong nghe thay bat ky dong tinh gi, lai mo
ho phat hién c6 cai gi d6 dang t6i gan... Anh mét Tiéu Ky bién héa, bong
nhién c6 tay xoay mdi kiém, tredng kiém sang nhu tuyét phat ra tiéng rong
gam, vang vong trong man dém yén tinh.

Ngoai phong chgt c6 tiéng kiém rit dap lai, c6 giong n6i nam tr vong
vao, “Thudc ha téi cham, khién cha thwgng chan kinh, t6i dang muon
chét!”.

Ganh nang trong long t6i bong chdoc duwgce céi bo, chgt xau ho, ban ron
choang ao bao dirng day, giap Tieu Ky stra sang lai y phuc, bui toc.

Tiéu Ky tra lai kiém vao voé, nhat nhat cudi, néi, “Rat tot, hanh dong cta
nguoi cang luc cang thém mau le”.

“Thudc ha khong dam nhan”. Nguoi do cung kinh tra 101, dieng buéc ben
ngoai, khong t6i gan nita, giong noi kia nghe nhw da tirng quen biét.

“Thich khach lic nay da di vé huwéng nao?”, giong néi Tiéu Ky lanh lung
uy nghiem.

“Thich khach cham mat thudc ha & Béng Giao, by tén chét, chin tén bi
thuong, con lai muwoi hai ngudi thao chay ra ngoai thanh. Buwong Canh
twdng quan da dan ngudi truy kich, Tong twédng quan ciing phong tda toan
thanh dé lung bat, thudc ha khong dam cham tré, 1ap titc tGi ti€p tng chu
thwong”. Giong noi cia ngwoi dé lanh lanh, khau am dam ving quan
ngoai... Quan ngoai, long toi chgt dong.
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Tiéu Ky m@ ctra phong, gi6 lanh va muwa x0i thang vao, t6i lanh dén run
1én, lai nhin thdy bén ngoai ctta, mot nguwdi toan than do giap cui dau dirng
virng vang trong mua, phia sau la hon mudi ky binh ditng cach han hon
mady trugng, tay cam dudc thong, tuy & trong mwa gié nhung than van nhw
sat da, khong hé nhiic nhich. Nhitng cay dudc thdm nwdc mwa chap chon
trong gio, toa ra khoi den dam, van khong tat.

Than anh Tiéu Ky khoanh tay cam kiém dwgc anh Itra chiéu vao toat ra
mot vé tho o day kiéu ngao.

Mot thi vé kinh can giwong 0, Tiéu Ky nhan ldy, mim cuwdi xoay ngwoi
lai, veon tay ra phia toi.

Toi vén toc mai, cham rai chay tGi bén canh, dva tay ddt vao trong long
ban tay chang, cung chang rdo budc dwdi mua gié. Mwa tudn roi quat trén
chiéc 0, gio6 lanh thoi toc tung bay, bo vai chang ngan lan mwa lanh 1éo,
than thé truyén hoi am téi toi.

Chung t6i di ra viing dat trong ngoai can nha, hon muadi ky si cing nhau
tung minh xudng ngwa, quy mot chan trén dat, huéng vé phia Tiéu Ky ma
ctii dau. Ao giap lanh nhw bing mang theo am thanh rdo rdo déu nhip kinh
tam dong phach.

Madc Giao va Kinh Van qud nhién & phia sau dam thi vé, thay ching toi
thi hét sttc vui mirng.

Toi nghiéng dau sang trai nhin vé phia vi twéng quan khoi ngé mac ao
giap kia, rot cudc thay dwoc ro dién mao ctia han. Han cling khé cong mat
nhin veé phia t0i, t6i quay di, hiéu y cudi mot tiéng — qua nhién la han, dai
han do xam tiép ng t6i & dich tram.

Trong phu chi c6 Ngoc Td va Lw phu nhan ndm r6 hanh tung cua ching
tOi.
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Trd lai Vwong phu, Tiéu Ky ha 1énh nhot toan b ngwdi & biét chuyén
nay, bao gom ca ty nit va nguoi danh xe, dem ha nguc tham van.

Luc thi vé di tdi bat Ngoc Tu, nang khong noi tiéng nao, khong kéu khéc,
quat cwong can moi, dé mac cho thi vé dwa di. Di gan dén ctra, nang dot
nhién quay dau lai nhin t6i, than thé nho gay bi thi vé kéo di nghiéng nga,
nhung doi con nguoi lai vo cung kién dinh.

“Ngoc Tu khong phan boi Vuwong phi”. Nang nhe nhang néi mot cau roi
bi thi vé kéo ra ngoai.

T6i mim mdi binh tinh nhin nang, nhin nang cang ngay cang xa, cubi
cung thot 1én, “Dirng tay!”.

Hai thi vé xoay nguoi dirng lai, Ngoc Tt nga xuéng dat, can moi nhin
t0i, &nh mat day noi dau kho. Toi hiéu dugc anh mat ay, dé la noi dau kho
khi bi chinh nguwdi minh kinh ngwdng tin nhiém witt bo, la n6i khé ma t6i
tirng trdi qua. Vao gio khac nay, nhin c6 bé nho nhan quat cuong ay, trong
long t6i vO cung cam dong. Khong c6 bat ky nguyén do nao, chi la toi tin
nang.

“Khong phai la Ngoc Tu”, toi nhin sang thi vé, lanh nhat noi, “Tha
nang”.
Ngoc Tu dot nhién ngang dau nhin t6i, trong mat chita day nwdc mat. Hai

thi vé dwa mat nhin nhau, c6 chit chan chu.

T6i cham rai budc téi, viron tay vé phia Ngoc Tu, tv minh d& nang tw
trén mdt dat day. Thi vé nhin nhau ling ting, phdi khom ngudi lui ra, Ngoc
Tt lic nay méi bat khoc thanh tiéng, vira lau nwéc mat vira quy goéi phia
trwdc toi ta on.

To6i gitt nang lai, vo nhe dau vai nang, diu giong noéi, “Ngoc T, ta tin
nguoi”.
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Nang khéc dén mirc mot cau ciing khéng néi ra 16i. Dam thi ni* phia sau
cui dau dirng yén, vanh mat déu dé 1én, vé thon thirc.

Gitta dém, triugng phu cua L thi, Phung tham quan ty van tai nha. L thi
khong chong dugc sy tra khdo trong nguc, roét cudc nhan toi, la nang néi
hanh tung cua Tieu Ky cho Phung tham quan. Nang chwva tirng ngo tai,
tregng phu cua minh bi nguwoi khac ép budc lam noi ng cho ké chu muu
trong dam thich khach kia.

Thich khach trén t6i quan dao & BDong Giao thi bi nguwdi ctia Buwong
Canh vay kin, gitt dugc ba tén con song, con lai bai tran ma chét.

Tong Hoai n kip thoi phong toa toan bo thanh Ninh Séc, nghiém mat
lung bat, cudi cung bat dwgc mot van si trung nién tra tron trong dam
thwong nhan ¢ thanh nam.

Nguoi nay chinh la Pho St giam quan theo Tw Thu di Ninh Soc, Binh bo
Ta Thi lang, D6 Minh.

Cai tén nay cling khong xa la gi. Nguwdi nay tudi da hon ba muoi, dung
mao xau xi, xudt than vong tdc phwong bac, khong nhitng c6 tai van
chwong ma tai cwdi ngwa ban cung hay vo nghé ciing rat cao, la mén do dac
y cta Hitu twéng On Tong Than. Nguwdi cé tai nhw vay lai béi vi tinh tinh
c6 quai khong hop giai cdp quyén quy ma trd thanh dé tai hai hwdc cho moi
nguoi.

Danh si dwong thoi yéu thich nudi ngwa khde, ltra hién, hac tién, danh
khuyén*, duy chi c6 ngudi nay yéu trau, trong nha nuéi hon mudi con trau
cay, lai thwong so sanh moi thir véi trau, ty goi minh “trau dien”, tinh tinh
buéng binh nhu trau gia. Rat nhiéu quan vién chi mac 16i nhé ciing bi han
t0 cdo, ngay ca phu than bao nam nay ciing nhiéu lan bi han ra mat chong
doi, nhung phu than né mat Hitu twéng nén khong dong téi.

*Danh khuyén: loai ch6 cé tiéng tam, thuwong hiém cé.
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To6i van nhé mang mang Do Thi lang sac mat den, 4o bao rong tay dai,
lic nao cling mang bo dang néi gian dung dung kia, nhung khong lwong
tredc duge han chinh la ngwoi duwge Hitu twdéng chon dao tao am vé dé
hanh thich trong than trong triéu.

Am vé ton tai mot cach than bi, toi biét trong s6 thi ha cua thiic phu ciing
c6 mot nhém am vé thé chét phuc vu ho Vuong, khong ai biét bon ho 1a ai,
an nup & dau, nhung chi can ra 1énh mét tiéng, bon ho lién lap tirc xuat
hién, lam nhitng viéc chd nhan sai khién.

Do Thi lang chinh triec phéng khoang lai la thu linh &m vé, phu than
thanh danh cao vong lai gia mao thanh chi pham thugng, Dy Chuong
Vuong anh hung cai thé ngang nhién lam kho dé cho triéu dinh,... Trung
nghia ciing thé, gian ninh cling thé, lan dau tién t6i biét dwoc trén coi doi
nay khong c6 trung hay gian tuyét doi. Chung quy chi la mot cau “Thang
lam vua thua lam gidc” — moéi nguwdi déu c6 mau thit tay chan nhw nhau, c6
tw tdm tham vong nhw nhau, dén khi dau ké dwéi dao thi sinh ménh ciling
yéu ¢t nhu nhau ca.

Thi du nhw ltic nay, dau cia D6 Minh dang treo trén twong thanh Ninh
Saoc.

O trong trieu hin hung bién thao thao bat tuyét, chi huy 4&m vé dén r6i di
khong thdy than anh, ca doi trung diing, 1y cai chét bdo an trong dung ctia
Hitu twéng. Song mot ngay kia, khi dau han roi xuéng dwéi 1uGi dao, cling
chi la mau twoi twdi ba thudc ma thoi.

Tiéu Ky dé Tong Hoai n chiéu an D6 Minh nhwng khong thanh, khong
néi thém 16 nao nita, qua quyét ha Iénh mang ra chém dau — ngudi co6 thé
dung thi ndang an luwu lai, ké khong c6 tac dung thi chi cé con duwong chét.
Néu doi lai 1a phu than thi c6 1€ sé gilt nguwoi tai lai, nhung Tiéu Ky khong
nhw vay, chang 1a quyén than nhiéu mwu luwgc, cling la Pai twéng nam
quyeén sinh quyeén sat trong tay ma dan gian thwong noi téi, at sé khac.
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Mat ham thi hai cua phu than khong bao lau thi tGi.

Trong kinh lai c6 bién c6, vay canh ctia Hitu twéng chwa trie khir sach, du
dinh vao ngay hanh hinh sé di cwvép pham nhan, muén cttu On Téng Than,
may man bon chiing bi Ngu Lam quan trong tay thic phu danh lui, c6 diéu
thuc phu phung chi giam tram cting bi thich khach gay thwong tich. Sau do
On Téng Than bi giai vao thién lao. Chi vi hdn song lai ma c6 cd dich than
vao trong lao, ban rugu doc.

Mua gi6 trong kinh bién héa khon lwong, da t6i thé nwdc sbi ltra bong.
Kién Trit Vwong ¢ Giang Nam giwong kiém san sang twr 1au, dai quan tién
phong da lang 1é nho trai; ding vao ltic nay, vay canh Hitu twéng phai
ngwoi am tham hanh thich Dy Chwong Vuong — tat ca nhitng diéu nay la ly
do tot nhat dé Tiéu Ky xudt binh xu6i nam. Quan Ninh S6c cham chi thao
luyén, quan uy nghiém chinh, lwvong thao ciing chuan bi day da. Tiéu Ky
lwru lai hai mwoi lam van quan dong giir tai bién ai, dich than dan muwoi lam
van quan, ba ngay sau tién thang vé phia kinh thanh.

T6i cung Tiéu Ky 1én twong thanh, kiém duyét tam quan thao dién.
Dbay khong phai la lan dau tién t6i tan mat thdy dwgc quan doi cta chang,

song, khi tam quan gio kich*, dong thanh ho vang, vé ngwa dap bui cuén

A

cudn tung bay tGi tan chan trdi, canh twgng nhw chdp danh sam rén... toi
mot 1an nita bi rung dong, gidng nhu ba ndm trudc trén Triéu Duwong mon.

*Kich: mot loai vii khi thoi co.

T6i nhin lai Tiéu Ky, thdy chién bao den théu rong vang dwogc anh troi
chiéu nhudom sang cho6i mat.

Tiéu Ky gid nay khac nay da da vay canh.
Bau trdi Sé¢c mac ¢ Ninh Séc tuy bat ngat nhung chi e 1a da khong con

dung nap dvgc st'c manh, hung tam van tregng cua chang.
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bém xudng, t6i bao Ngoc T chuan bi hanh trang dé theo dai quan xuoi
nam.

Ngoc Tt lan dau roi khéi Ninh Soc lai 1a theo quan xuat chinh, khong
tranh khéi hoi hop lo lang.

To6i thady nang chuan bi rat nhiéu quan do day com, cuwdi néi, “Cang di
xuong phia nam cang am ap, dén kinh thanh réi sé khong mac dugc do day
nita, nhitng thit nay khéng can dem theo”.

Lai nghe thay tiéng cwdi nhan nhat cia Tiéu Ky vong t6i tir phia sau:
“Phai mang theo hét”.

Chang tién vao trong phong, o giap chwa cdi. Nhom thi ty voi vang
khom nguoi lui ra.

T6i cwdi dai nhin chang, “Chang ndéi nhw vay khong ding roi, lic nay &
kinh thanh moi ngwdi déu da mac 4o sa méng phiéu dat nhw mua, dau c6 ai
mac 4o day com nhuw thé nita”.

Tiéu Ky khong néi gi, chi nhin t6i cham cham, anh mat ay khién t6i cé
chut bat an.

Toi lién bwdc t6i gitp chang cdi do giap, cudi ché giéu ndi, “Veé phu roi
cling khéng thay thwong phuc, toan than lanh nhw bang thé nay rat thoai
mai sao?”.

“Nang dang nhé nha”, chang cam tay t6i, anh mat rat sau, “Nang rat
muon quay trd vé kinh thanh, phai khéng?”.

To6i nghen hong, im lang quay dau di cho khéc, trong long qua thuc
khong muon y dinh ctia minh bi chang mot cau néi toac ra nhw vay, nhat
thoi 6 chit budn ba, chi danh mién cwdng cwdi, “Du sao ciing phai trd vé
day, ta con luu luyén Ninh S6c”.
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Chang dwa tay vén téc mai cho t6i, noi ddy mat c6 vé ay nay xet qua,
“DP0i sau khi tran chién nay tam binh dinh, ta sé don nang vé kinh, sé khong
dé nang phai dgi qua 1au”.

T6i ngo ngan, lui lai phia sau mot budc, binh tinh nhin chang, “Chang
khong dé ta di cung chang?”.

“Lan nay khong thé”. Chang lay ti trong tay do ra mot birc thw, dua téi
tredc mat t6i, “Thw cia Ta twéng, gio nang cé thé doc r6i”.

La phong thw phu than gwi kia, hom qua chang khong chiu dé t6i doc,
muon toi sau khi di choi vé méi doc.

Toi nhat thoi hodng hét, trong long cam thdy hoang mang, nhan lay
phong thv ma khong co6 diing khi ma ra.

Khi vira méi biét tin chang sé nam chinh, t6i khéng do dw chiit nao, ciing
khong lo s chién sy hung hiém, chi cdm thdy dugc cung chang tién thoai
la chuyén dwong nhién. Huong chi kinh thanh con cé cha me, ngudi than,
bon ho dang & trong céi nhin them thuéng ctia Kién Trit Vuong, gap nguy
nan khon don, t6i la nit nhi dong ho Vwong, nhat dinh phdi cung song chét
vdi gia tOc, hoan nan cung chia, tuyét d6i khong lui bwdc.

“Ta muon trd vé kinh”, t6i lanh lung ngwdc mat, nhin thang vao mat Tiéu
Ky, “Chang dirng mo bat ta & lai noi nay mot minh”.

Chang nhin lai t6i, cham rdi noi, “Sang sém ngay mai, nang léen duong di
Lang Gia”.

“Lang Gia?”, t6i ngd minh nghe 1am, chang néi t6i Lang Gia, d6 chang
phai la qué cii caa dong ho Vuong sao?

“Tredng Cong chuia da t6i Lang Gia trede roi”, Tiéu Ky nhe dat tay 1én
vai t6i, “Nang nén tdi d6 cung mau than”.
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Vao lic nay, mau than lai vé Lang Gia? Tin titc bat ngo nay khién t6i
ngay ngudi, mo ho nghi tdi diéu gi do, trong long lo sg khong yén... bong
nhién cam thay phong thu trong tay dang gia ngan vang.

MG ra la thay nét chit van phong quen thudc, sau khi lwét nhanh qua, t6i
nhat thoi lo lang khong yén, to gidy trang trén tay rét xuong.

Tiéu Ky khong néi 10i nao, van giir 1ay vai t6i, yén lang nhin.

Trong thw, phu than n6i mau than mac bénh nhe, phai roi kinh nghi ngoi,
da mang theo T ¢ c0 t6i Lang Gia. Lan nay di duwong xa xa x0i, mau than
chi c6 mot than mdt minh, néng long nhé con, phu than mu6n t6i tGi tham
nguoi.

T6i che mat, trong long té dai, réi bong nhién hiéu ra.

Mau than, dang thwong mau than, lic nay noi noi givong cung bat kiém,
vay ma khong ai nghi tGi tinh cdnh ctia nguoi, ngay ca téi cling co ho
khong dugc dé tam. Ciling ding, dau c6 ai sé dé y t&di mot phu nhan chon
khué phong, tén nang co hé da bi lang quén, chi con lai ton hiéu Trudng
Cong chua, hodc la than phan Ta twéng Tinh Qudc Cong phu nhan.

Thién t&r yéu 6t bi giam 16ng trong cung kia chang nhitng la Hoang
thwgng ma con la huynh treéng cia nang, bi gia dinh nha chéng ctia nang
chiém doat mat quyén thé va ton nghiém hoang thit — gia toc ma nang van
lay lam kiéu ngao. Nang la Tan Man Trudng Cong chia, mudi mudi duy
nhat cta duong kim thanh thuwong, trén ngwoi chdy xudi dong mau hoang
that cao quy... T6i khong tin mau than sé lwya chon tron tranh vao thoi diém
nay, mac du nguwdi mém yéu thién lwong nhwng khong phai ké hén yéu.

Lan nay mau than di Lang Gia at han la bi bat ép — la phu than ép mau
than phai di, khéng mudn ngwoi phai tan mat chitng kién phu gia va than
toc doi dich.
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T6i nén néi phu than nhan hau hay la tan nhan day?

Nghi t6i 161 phu than rang mau than mac bénh nhe, néng long nhé con,
toi khong kim dwgc sy dau kho trong long, xoay ngudi dua vao nguc Tiéu
Ky, 1é roi day mat.

To6i con c6 Tiéu Ky & bén, nhirng mau than thi khong cé 1ay mét nguai
than ¢ bén canh, chi c6 mot Tt ¢6 c6 lam ban.

Tiéu Ky nhe nhang vo vé sau lung t6i, cling khong ngan t6i, dé mac toi
vui dau tredc nguc chang ma khoc, 1€ tham wét ca vat 4o.

Mot lic lau sau, chang khé tha dai noi, “Kién cwong 1én nao, lic gap
mau than nang khéng dugc khoc thé nay”.

Toi nghen nghen gat dau. Chang nang mat toi 1én, khong an i nhw ngay
throng ma cam 14y hai vai t6i, giong kién dinh néi, “O day c6 ta 1am chd
dwa, nhung dén Lang Gia roi nang sé la cho dwa ctia nguoi khac”.

“U, ta hiéu dugc”, toi cd nén 1€, can moi ngang dau lIén, “Ngay mai ta sé
len duong”.

Bo6n mat nhin nhau, nhat thdi khong noéi gi, su kién quyét noi day mat
Tiéu Ky da tan dan, thay vao dé la vai phan bat dac di va quyén luyén.

Hom qua chang khong chiu dé to6i doc thw, tam bo cong vu ban rén, cai
trang dwa t6i ra khéi thanh tham thd, dé t6i dugc song mot ngay ngan nhat
& Ninh Soc... That ra do cling la ngay khé quén nhat téi dwgc song ké tir
khi chao doi téi gio.

Bdi vi chang biét, ngay mai sé la biét ly, chang lai khéng muon t6i buon
ba nhiéu.
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Ly biét, lai la ly biét — Iidc T Pam di hoang lang, t6i tirng cho la cudc
song cua minh hoan toan mat di anh sang, tham chi khong dam dich than di
tién huynh dy; con lan nay ly biét, t6i da tham néi v6i ban than minh, ly
biét la dé doan tu v&i chang, giong nhw lan dé chang roi di vao ngay cuwdi,
doi lai Idc nay han rang gap nhau qua muon.

Nén sang nong rire, dém da vé khuya, nhwng t6i van mu6n néi véi chang
nhiéu thém vai cau, nhin chang nhiéu thém mot chit. Chang lai nhat quyét
om toi 1én giwong, voi va bat téi ngi ngay. To6i nham mat lai, lai gitt chat
ong tay ao chang, khong chiu buéng ra.

“Ta sé tr@ lai ngay”, chang sung ninh khé hon lén tran toi, giong noi
mang vé bat dac di, “Hoai n con dang ch@ & sanh tay, ta dudi bon ho di r6i
sé quay lai, nang ngoan mot chut, ngu trudc di”.

Toi chwa dap voi, tay lang 1é dwa tay 1én nam c6 do chang, ngwdc mat
liéc xéo chang, “Khong c6 ganh nang la ta day, chang thiwe thodi mai phai
khong?”.

Moéi chang van chwa doi khoi tran t6i, chang cii dau cuwdi, noéi dua,
“Chua ngoa nhw nang, ra tran lam tién phong ciling dwgc ay chi, sao c6 thé
coi la ganh nang dugc?”.

Toi cau gian, gang sitc nhéo mat cai that manh tredc nguc chang. Chang
nhanh tay bat dugc tay t6i, hung hang hon mai.

Nam trén giwong, nhd lai khi ndy chang thé dén dap, y loan tinh mé, bo
dang kiém ché chat vat, téi bat giac cti dau cuwoi thanh tiéng. Chang kho
khan ditng day, trudc khi voi va roi di con ndo né ndi bén tai toi, “Yéu tinh
nay, lat nita tr@ vé ta sé tring tri nang!”.

Hai go ma t6i 1ap titc nong 1én, khong khoi hoi twdng lai chuyén tdi qua,
ma cang nong nhu Itva dot. Trong mot dém, t6i tr thiéu nit thay doi thanh
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phu nhan mot cach ky diéu, nhin thi c6 vé nhw khong c6 gi khac, nhung lai
cO vé nhu cai gi cling da khac.

Tran troc trén goi, lam sao cling khong ngt dwoc, t6i nhac minh ding
day, thay tdm ngoai bao trén ké con chwa théu xong, bat giac thé dai. Tw
nho t6i da khong cham chi hoc ni¥ cong, nhitng thi¢ théu thua mat thdi gian
do6 khong t6i luot to6i lam. Bi mau than bat ép, t6i chi qua loa cho xong.
Hom dé lai khong biét vi sao nghe 16i Ngoc Tt cam kim may va... Tuy
hon phan ntra 1a Ngoc Tt lam, chi con hoa van la dé t6i théu, nhung hoa
van hinh réng phién phitc nhw vay, khong biét bao lau nita t6i méi théu
xong.

To6i 14y chiéc 4o bao méi théu dwgc mot niva ra, ngo ngac nhin mot hoi
lau, lai choang y phuc vao, thap nén sang lén, xau chi ngoi théu.

Bt tri bat giac da qua canh tw. Tiéu Ky con chua trd lai, toi bat dau co
chut mét mai, nghi nghi ngoi mot lat roi sé théu tiép...

Du6i anh trang ma, twa ho nhw cé ai d6 muon 1dy chiéc ao bao di, toi
bang hoang tinh ddy, nhin thay Tiéu Ky.

Chang thay toi tinh lai lién tim 14y chiéc 4o bao, chwra thém nhin mot cai
nao da virt di, vé mat gian gitt, “Nang khong nghi ngoi lai ngoi day lam
gi?”.

T6i ngan ngo nhin chiéc 4o bao bi ném xudng dat, trén d6 con mot con
rong chwa théu xong, nhat thoi gian dit, “Nhat 1én!”.

Toi chi vao chiéc do choang, ca gian néi, “Po ta théu ca dém, chang néu
dam ném xuodng dat thi sau nay dirng mo ta sé lam ti€p cho chang!”.

“Lam cho ta...”, Tiéu Ky sttng sot, voi khom ngwdi nhat lai, mé ra xem,
bong nhién giat minh khong néi nén 16i. T6i bi bo dang ngay ng6 cta
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chang choc cwai, tién tay ném chiéc goi théu vé phia chang, sang giong,
“Du sao chang ciing khong can, ta khong lam”.

Chang chi cudi, sau khi ti mi gap lai chiéc 4o, nhat chiéc goi dat 1én ban
md&i nghiém mat no6i, “Khong lam tiép cling dugc, ta et nhw vay maéc, roi ai
cling thich thui dén xem A Vi nha ta théu réng ba chan”.

Toi khong biét nén khoc hay nén cudi, gio tay muon danh chang, lai bi
chang vui vé 6m 1ay dit trén dui... Anh tring ludi cAu md &o, tim rém sa
mong manh nhv khoi swong lay dong.

Bén ngoai, anh binh minh da chiéu sang bau khéng trung.

Mat troi vira 1én, toi ty tay giup Tiéu Ky sira sang lai bui toc. Voc nguoi
chang qua cao, t6i phai kiéng chan mdi c6 thé gitip chang budc lai kim
quan. Chang 6m lay eo t6i, diu dang cwdi néi, “Lic cwdi nang van nghi
rang la dira bé...”.

T6i ngan ra, vanh mat bat gidc néng 1én, bui ngui noi, “Pao mat ba nam,
cd bé dé da trudng thanh”.

“Lan nay ta sé khong dé nang dgi qua lau”, chang 6m toi that chat, “Mot
dwong sinh tr bén vach nui ta va nang da cung nhau tdi, sau nay la hoa la

phc, 1a séng la chét, ching ta cung nhau ganh vac... A Vi, ta mudn nang
ghi nhd, ngay dé la nhu thé, ca cudc doi nay ciing thé”.

Bo6n mat nhin nhau, &nh mat chang phang phat nhw c6 thé chat chita buon
vui ca doi toi.

Toi cwdi, gang strc gat dau, néi khong nén 10i, cd nén nwdc mat, khong
dé cho ban than roi 1€.

Ngay dé nhuw thé, ca cudc doi nay cling thé — tirng cau tirng chit nay khac
vao day long, khong thé x6a ma.
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Tiéu Ky sai Phé twdng than tin Téng Hoai n hd tong t6i 1én duwong.

Toi di ra khéi ctra phu, khong dirng chan quay dau lai, cling khéng dé
Tiéu Ky tién minh.

Budc 1én xe ngwa, doi can vé dan dwong, vé ngua dap nhanh nhuw bay,
moi canh vat phia sau nhuw dong loat troi mat.

Td&i ldc nay t6i méi quay dau nhin lai, nwdc mat 13 cha roi xudng.

Ngay dé t6i Ninh Soc 1a than bat do ky, ma nay roi di cling gdp gap bat
dac di.

Luc t6i, toi c6 doc, chwa biét song chét, hién gio roi di khéng con buon
ba c6 doc nhu vay nita.

Thoadng qua ba nam, van ménh lén Ién xudng xudng, di mot vong 16n nhw
vay, cudi cung to6i van t6i phwong chang.

Chang & noi nay, t6i cling van con ¢ noi nay, chwa tirng roi nhau, cling sé
khong bao gio bo 16.

Phan thit hai: Cung dinh kinh bién
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Thang nam, Hoang thwgng bénh nang, Thai tir giam quéc, Hoang hau
cung Ta twéng phu chinh.

Kién Trit Vwong & Giang Nam ndi hoang that suy yéu, quan quyén lac
vao tay ngoai thich nén triéu tdp chv Vuwong cung khéi binh, ngwoc bac can
vuong*, chinh phat ngoai thich chuyén quyén. Cung lic d6, Dy Chuong
Vuwong Tiéu Ky dwa quan xudi nam theo y chi cia Hoang hau, “Giét gian
ninh, trd ng vua”, chong lai quan phan loan Giang Nam, tha vé kinh d6 va
vung lan can Hoang thanh.

*Can vuong: citu giup triéu dinh trong con hoan nan.

Kién Trit Vwong mang mwoi van quan ngugc bac, chw Vuong Giang
Nam ciling v6i va hudng ng, quan déi can veong 1én t6i hai muwoi van.

Dy Chuong Vuong bén trong phadi khang quan phan loan, bén ngoai phai
phong ngu Dot Quyét, dé phong gidc ngoai xam thira dip bién cwong trong
vang ma vao, lvru lai Tran Vién Twéng quan Puwong Canh cung hai muoi
lam van quan déng & Ninh Séc, dich than dan mwdi lam van thiét ky xu6i
nam.

Lan nay di Lang Gia duong x4 xa x0i, chiing t6i can phai nhanh chéng
qua dwgc Huy Chau, sau dé thang vé hudéng dong tdi Lang Gia.

Huy Chau la vung dat xung yéu, tran gitt bén do Loc Linh Quan. M6t khi
vuot qua Truong Ha, hwdng tay nam tdi Lwong Quan, mot duong khong
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gdp hiém trd gi thi sé nham thang vao c6 hong kinh su; ma tir Lwong Quan
di vé phia nam qua S& Chau, qua mdt con séng nita la téi Giang Nam.

Sau khi qua séng, ching t6i phai di qua ba quan phia dong m&i dén Lang
Gia vung Bong Hai. Noi do la déng vie, nii xanh dong cé phi nhiéu, lai
gan bién, trong 1é hiéu van, tir xwa la viing dat yén binh khong dong tdi
binh dao, ciing la ch6n can co cia dong ho Vwong.

May ngay lién ti€p 1én dwong voi va, kién tri sudt ngay dém, rot cude khi
dém xuong cling t6i dwgc Vinh Lan Quan.

Phong canh noi nay moéi lic mot quen thude hon, béi vi qua Vinh Lan
Quan sé t6i Huy Chau, noi téi an cw suét ba nam qua.

Ltc anh ta dwong budng xudng, ching toi chi con cach thanh hon mwoi
dam duong ma ngwoi da mét moi, ngwa nga rap. Xa gia dung lai bén canh
mot ho nwdc, nghi ngoi hoi sitc so qua mot 1at lai chuan bi 1én dwong,
muon trede khi dém xudng sé t¢i Huy Chau.

T6i mét moéi ngoi trén xe, chi thdy quanh than dau nhitc, bén buéc xuong
xe ngua, di tdn bd bén ho cung Ngoc Th.

May ngay nay di dwong cue kho, Ngoc Tt cham chi hon xwa nhiéu, ti mi
cham lo cudc séng hang ngay cua t6i, khuén mdt nhé nhan min mang da
thodng gay hon.

T6i nhin gwong mat nang, thdy khong danh long, lién cwdi néi, “Cho dén
khi vao trong thanh Huy Chau, chiing ta sé dwgc nghi ngoi yén 6n mot
dém. Trong hanh quan ctia ta gidu khong it rgu ngon, t6i nay moi ca Tong
Twdng quan cung tGi uéng rugu”.

Ngoc Tu tinh tinh van con tré con, vira nghe t&i cé rwgu ngon, nhat thoi
nhay nhot tung tang, “Pa ta Vuwong phi, n6 ty 1ap tic di chuyén 16i cho
Tong Twéng quan”.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Thye vinh hanh cho mat twéng”, chgt cé giong noi nam tir vang lén phia
sau lam ching t6i céd kinh, quay dau lai thi nhin thay Téng Hoai n.

“Sao twdng quan ciling ¢ day?”, Ngoc Tu vo vo nguc, go ma bong tng
hong, twa ho nhw bi sw xuat hién dot ngot cia han doa cho khong nhe.

Vi twéng quan tré tudi nay van nhw thuong ngay khong thich néi cwoi,
deo kiém ditng phia sau t6i nam buwdc, khom ngudi néi, “Noi day hoang
vang, mat twéng phung ménh bao vé sy an toan cua Vwong phi, khong dam
roi xa nira bwdc”.

T6i nhe nhang cuwdi noi, “Tong Twdng quan doc dwdng vat va cuc nhoc,
bon cung thyc cam kich”.

Tong Hoai n nghe vay thi cé chit mat tw nhién, roi lai nghiém nghi noi,
“Noi nay cach thanh chi trong muwoi dam duwong, mat twéng cho la khong
nén ¢ lai noi nay lau, nén sém vao thanh thi hon”.

T6i quay dau nhin vé phia nhém binh si ngo6i nghi ngoi dang xa, c6
nguoi van con ban cho ngya an... T6i ngoi trén xe con thay mét nhoc,
huodng chi 1a bon ho. Nghi thé, beén thap giong thé dai, “Nhém binh si thuc
sy rat vat va, thay vi tiép tuc 1én duwong, chi bang dé moi nguwoi nghi ngoi
thém mot chat”.

Tong Hoai n khong hé nhwong b, “Mat twéng phung ménh ho tong
Vuong phi, chi cau Vwong phi binh an téi dugc Lang Gia, khong dam néi
cuc kho”.

To6i thdy buon cuwdi, ngwoi nay that sw c6 chap dén tha vi. T6i cling
khong tré con tranh chap véi han, “Dwgc roi, ching ta 1én duwong”.

Lic nay hoang hén da budng rem, trén ho chgt néi 1én gio, i rao xet qua
rirng nui cao da ngoai.
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Ngoc Tu mang mot chiéc do 16ng nhung t&i choang trén vai toi.

Tong Hoai n van im lang di theo phia sau chiing t6i liic nay lai m@ miéng
noi: “bem lanh duvong dai, mong Vwong phi bao trong”.

T6i bong nhién dirng chan, trong long thoang dong.

Muogn anh sang cudi cung cua budi chiéu, t6i nghiéng dau nhin lai han.
Vi twdéng quan tré tudi nay gay, cao ngat, trong vé anh khi khong thiéu sy
o6n nha, ludn ludn khién tdi c6 cam gidc than thiét. O Ninh Séc, t6i titng c
vai lan chi gap qua han, may ngay nay lai ban ron 1én dwdng nén ciing chwa
tirng can than nhin qua gwong mat han. Lic nay nhin ky, chi thdy guwong
mat tuan lang nay cho t6i cam giac nhw da gap ¢ dau do.

Dbiéu lam t6i kinh ngac hon la cau han vira néi, dwong nhw t6i da tirng
nghe roi.

Thay t6i dirng chan nhin lai, sac mat Téng Hoai n cang thang hon, cui
dau yén lang khong néi, nhw thé gap dai dich.

T6i nhuwéng may cwdi mot tiéng, ngan nga noéi, “Trong Tong Twéng quan
cO vé quen mat?”.

Han bong nhién ngang dau, anh mat sang qudc nhin thang vé phia toi.
Anh mét nay xuyén vao tri nhé cta téi. Rat 1au trede ddy hinh nhu cling
tirng c6 ngwoi dung anh mat nhw vay nhin toi...

“La nguoi?”, toi bong thot 1én, “Dém thanh than hom do, nguwdi xong
vao dong phong han la nguoi?”.

Hai go ma Tong Hoai n birng do, trong 4nh mat xuat hién luéng sang
khac la, m& miéng tya nhv muon noéi gi dd, nhung lai thoi.
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Ngoc Tu khong khoi to mo nhin lai chiing t6i. T6i cwdi thanh tiéng, “Thi
ra la nguoi!”.

Han cui dau, yén lang trong chdc lat, cudi cung dé mat mim cwdi, “Chinh
la thudc ha, ngay d6 mao pham Vuong phi, van mong thir t0i”.

Toi nhat thoi day l1ong cam khai, suy nghi phiéu dat quay tré vé budi dém
thay doi ca cudc doi minh doé... Vi twéng quan tré tudi cao ngao tdi trude
dong phong nam do bi t6i quat dén quy rap khong dam ngang dau 1én. Khi
do6 han la do t6i qua han Tiéu Ky nén chwa héi nguyén do da gian 1ay sang
thudc ha cua han. Khong nghi t6i hom nay gdp lai c6 nhan lai ggi nhé
chuyén xua.

“Hom do6 ta ndi nang that 1é, trach lam twéng quan”, t6i nghiéng dau cuoi
mot tiéng, nhin lai vi twéng quan tré tudi nghiém tic nay, chgt cdm thay
than thiét hon nhiéu. Han nghe xong lai cang mat tw nhién, khong dam
ngang dau lén nhin t6i, “Vwong phi nang 161 ro6i, thudc ha then khong dam
nhan”.

Ngoc Tt dot nhién che miéng cuwdi, nu cwdi nay khién hai tai Téng Hoai
n ciling do 1én.

Han la mot thanh nién hay xau ho, lai & trong quan 1au nhw vay, khi gap
nit gigi chac chan la néi nang khong dugc tot.

T0i ngurng cuwoi, nghiem mat noi, “Tinh ra Vuong gia da linh quan xuoi
nam roi, khong biét sap tdi sé t6i noi nao. Chi e quan tién phong cta Kién
Tri* Vwong da qua song roi, khong biét S Chau con c6 thé tha vitng dugc
bao lau...”.

Tong Hoai n tram ngam néi: “Tin tifc Vwong gia dan binh xu6i nam da
dugc thong cdo khap sau tran phia bac canh. Bac canh & xa Trung Nguyén,
phai chiu n6i kho chién loan, nhitng nam vira qua phai dya vao su thu vé
ctia Vurong gia dan ching méi dugce an cu. Sau tran phuwong bac ton kinh
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Vuong gia nhw than, tng hd con hon ca triéu dinh. Lan nay Vuong gia dan
binh, twéng linh & cac chau, quan nhat dinh sé quy thuan, noi noi rong mé
ctra thanh, chuan bi day du lwong thao dgi dai quan dén. Mat khi qua Huy
Chau, thuan lgi qua song, 1ay téc doc hanh quan than téc ciia Vuong gia,
nhat dinh sé c6 thé t6i Lwong Quan trwdc Kién Trit Vuong.

T6i mim cwoi gat dau, “Thit sit Huy Chau Ng6é Khiém la mon ha ctua phu
than ta, c6 han toan lwc twong trg, dai quan qua séng xac thyc dé nhw trd
ban tay”.

Luc t6i dugc ngoai thanh Huy Chau da la dem.

Trwdc dé, Tong Hoai n da sai ngwdi thong bao cho Thit sit Huy Chau,
nén lic nay mac du da vé dém nhuwng Itva van sang ryc trén twong thanh,
Ngo Khiém mang theo mot lwgng 16n quan vién 16n nhé ¢ Huy Chau long
trong ra khoi thanh nghénh dén, mot dwong kinh can boi phan nghénh
chuing t6i vao thanh.

To6i lang lang ngoi trong xe, nhin qua khe hé manh cira, thdy dugc phong
canh quen thudc, dap vao mat la sy than thiét. Chang qua lic nay day, t6i
khong con tam tw dam bac suy sup nhu tridc, nhitng budi vui choi dap ca*,
cudc song vui v6i regu hoa hanh da phai mau. Toi chgt nghi t¢i Cam Nhi,
khong biét Iic nay nang dang & dau, cting khong biét hanh quan da thay doi
ra sao. Hai duong trong vién khong biét con cé nguwdi cham nom hay
khong...

*Pap ca: mot hinh thirc nghé thuat vira muia vira hat.

Xa gia vao thanh nhuwng khong di vao phé ma trye ti€p hwdng vé phia
tay, tredc mat thoang cai da thay dich quan.

Toi co chut kinh ngac, cho xa gia dung lai, goi Ngo Khiem t6i hoi, “Tai
sao khong di vao trong thanh?”.
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Ngo Khiém voi vang khom ngudi cwoi néi: “Ching twéng si mot dwong
cuc kho, dich quan da chuan bi san do6 an va rugu, sau khi Téng Tuéng
quan va cac twdng si da thu xép on thda, ha quan sé ty minh ho tong Vuong
phi vé hanh quan... T thanh tay t&i hanh quéan cling khéng xa”.

Tong Hoai n 1ap tirc nhiu may noi: “Mat twdéng can phai theo sat phia sau
Vuwong phi, khong dam roi nira budce”.

Ng6 Khiém lai cudi noi: “Twdéng quan co6 diéu khong biét, hanh quan
ngoai 6 la noi ¢ cli cia Vwong phi, chi s¢g nguoi khac qudy ray sé bat tién”.

Han am chi néu nhv Téng Hoai n cung t6i t¢i hanh quan thi sé khong
hgp 1é. Loi nay qua nhién lam Tong Hoai n sitng nguai.

Ng6 Khiém xwa nay von nhin nhuwdong thuan 161, h6m nay lai cé vé kién
quyét, tham chi con 1én tiéng chong d6i nguwdi bén canh toi, that la.

T6i c6 chit kinh ngac, li€c mat nhin han, noi: “Pa ta thinh tinh ctia Ng6
dai nhan, c6 diéu, bon cung dang mudn moi dai nhan cing Tong Twéng
quan téi hanh quan ném thit rou ngon & do”.

“Pa ta thinh tinh cua Vwong phi!”, Ngo Khiem lién tuc khom nguoi,
cwoi dén mirc rau dai dwdi cam run ray, cang ldc cang khiém ton, “Chi la
thi vé di theo kho tranh khoi nhiéu tiéng dong 6n ao phirc tap... Néu la
quay ray chon nghi ngoi thanh tinh cia Vwong phi, ha quan lam sao bam
bao lai vGi Vuong gia dugc day?”.

Han van giit vé kién quyét, ngu y nhw nhat dinh phai tach t6i va thi vé di
theo ra. T6i khé rung minh, dwa mat nhin vé phia Téng Hoai n.

Lai thay Tong Hoai n cwdi, liéc qua nhin t6i rat nhanh, roi cat cao giong
noéi, “Ngb dai nhan néi dua, Vwong phi thwong cdm cac huynh dé cuc kho
nén thiét yén khoan dai, con vé phan dan x€ép ra sao thi ti nhién khach phai
theo chu thoi”.
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“Chang qua la...”, Ng6 Khiém do dv, “Trong dich quan da chuan bi day
dua do an...”.

“Bon cung roi Huy Chau da lau, rat nhé phong canh phon hoa trong
thanh”, toi thit do xét, nhin hai nguoi ho, cwdi noi, “Sang mai lai phai len
dwong roi, chi bang hién tai di dwong trong thanh, dé Téng Tuéng quan
cling duge nhin ngam anh dén cac titu quan Huy Chau, xem xem c6 nao
nhiét bang Ninh S6c hay khéng”.

Tong Hoai n khom nguwdi ma cuwdi, cung tdéi bon mat nhin nhau, nhu thé
da hiéu y.
Sac mat Ngo6 Khiém cang thiéu ty nhién, cudi 16n néi, “Vwong phi di

dwong mét nhoc, van nén sém vé hanh quan nghi ngoi”.

“May ngay khong gdp, Ngo dai nhan twa ho nhu hep hoi hon nhiéu”, t6i
chuyén tdm mat, nhin vé phia Ng6 Khiém, cuwdi dai, “Bon cung chi la chon
di duong trong thanh, cling khong quay ray dan chiing, nhu vay ciing
khong dugc sao?”.

Ng6 Khiém cudng quyt khong ngirng nhan 16i, nhirng anh mat thi bién ao
khon lwong.

T6i va Téng Hoai n lai nhin nhau lan nita, déu da cam giac duoc su ky la.

Long ban tay tham rin ra m6 héi lanh, chi han ban than ngu ngoc, ca tin
mon ha cia phu than, khéng cé niva phan dé phong.

Néu nhu Huy Chau c6 bién, Ng6 Khiém lai noi 1én di tdm, gio khac nay
chung t6i di vao cuc dién han da bo tri san, quay dau at da muon.

Bay gio di dich tram hay hanh quan, chi e da sém b0 tri san phuc binh,
ngay ca nam tram tinh vé diing manh thién chién cting kho6 chong lai dugc
ké dich la van quan Huy Chau.
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Chi 1a, néu Ngo6 Khiém muon tré mat dong thu, toi vao thanh roi han sé
c6 nhiéu co hoi. Nguwdi nay ludn can than chat ché, doi véi toi khong phai
khong co kiéng ky — t6i van la Quan chida cta hoang that, nam tram tinh vé
nay cting la nhitng nguoi diing manh ting theo Dy Chuwong Vuwong nam
chinh bac chién.

Chuwra c6 ké hoach tac chién chu toan, t6i doan chirng thoi gian tredc mat
Ngo Khiém con chwa dam tré mat.

Trong chdc lat, suy nghi ctia t6i thay déi rat nhanh, trong dau hién lén vo
sO y niém, ma Ngo Khiém ciing tram ngam khong noi.

“Vwong phi da c6 nha hitng, ha quan dwong nhién sé phung b6i”, Ngo
Khiém am tham khoi phuc vé mat, nd nu cwdi cung kinh, “Mai Vuong
phi”.

Tang da nang trong long roi xudng, toi tham thé phao nhe nhom, nhin
Tong Hoai n gat dau cwdi mot tiéng, xoay nguoi tréo 1én xe.

Xa gia quay dau, di vao trong thanh.

T6i nhdc man xe 1én, nhin lai twong thanh phia sau, dwdi anh Itra sang co
thé mo ho thay duwgc binh si tuan tra lui tGi.

Trén dwong di téi hanh quan, canh twgng pho xa c6 vé nhw khong khac
may, nhuwng t6i lai mo ho cam thdy c6 sy khac thuwong, phang phat nhw duwdi
dong nudc binh yén dang c6 mach nwdc ngam ky di. Than vé vii trang ltc
Ng6 Khiém mang t6i chi c6 hon tram ngudi, nhung ti lic xa gia chuyén
huwéng vao thanh, Ng6 Khiém da voi trieu mot dai quan t6i, ndi la trong
thanh nhiéu nguwdi hon don, phai can than bao vé sy an toan cua toi.

Noi nhu thé, nghe thi c6 vé hgp tinh hgp ly, nhung lai khién t6i cang cam
thay khac thwong hon — bang s long 1éo trong quan déi Huy Chau, néu
nhv trede dé khong cé sy chuan bi nao, tuyét déi khong cé thé goi nguoi

https://thuviensach.vn



t6i nhanh nhv vay. Nhin nhitng nguwoi mac ao giap nghiém chinh nay, ro
rang la da chuan bi san sang cho ménh lénh phia sau. Lic tredc Ng6 Khiém
cO y dé Tong Hoai n va cac tinh vé di dich quan tredce at 1a ké diéu ho ly
son. Mat thay ké nay khong dwoc, han lai triéu tdp binh ma téi, e 1a hanh
quan gio da bo tri san thién la dia vong, chi dgi mot lwgi bat hét chiing toi.

T6i nam chat tay thanh quyeén, tim dap thinh thich, mo hoi lanh khap
nguoi.

Thwong ngay ca ca van noi toi gido hoat, c6 thé tuy co tng bién, khong
phu chir “Huyén” trong tén, nhung mot khac dén noi nay, toi chi cdm thay
cang lic cang mo mit, han khong thé 1ap tirc khai thong toan bo y nghi
trong dau. Truwdc mat ké dich dong chung toi it, tran dia cia Ng6 Khiém da
san sang, chung t6i hét thay déu roi vao thé ha phong...

Trudc kia khi san thd & vueon thugng uyén, t6i tirng thay con thé diing
manh gido hoat gia chét danh lira nguwoi di san, thira dip ngudi san chwa
chuan bi hét sttc, n6 dot nhién gay kho khan, dap, da that manh, thuwong da
thuvong nguoi nao khong c6 phong bi, nhan co hoi boé chay. Phu than noi,
lay yéu thang manh, 13y it danh dong ciing la mot cach, nhung nguy hiém.

Co hoi chién thang chi & trong nhay mat, dugc thi song, mat thi chét.

Cach man xe, anh Itta bén ngoai dan sang hon, da dén gan noi phon hoa
nhat trong thanh. Dan ching doc dudng khong r6 tin titc, li€c thdy xa gia
long trong, vii trang day du, khong nhitng khong biét tranh ma ngugc lai
con bam theo tranh nhau nhin. Lic nay la thdi diém néo nhiét nhat vé dém
¢ Huy Chau, cac titu phwong trén phd da ron rang dong duc... Toi dot
nhién chan dong, trong mat nhu c6 tia chdp xet qua!

... Nguoi. Néu mudn bi mat tron thoat, dwong nhién lan vao trong dam
dong la dé nhat.

Y niém nay vtra xuat hién, t6i cling kinh sg.
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V6 ngua cang gap, long t6i cang nang, mo héi lanh thdm céa vao quan ao.

Dbay da la duwong song duy nhat ma t6i c6 thé nghi téi roi, cho du co thé
tham vo cung, toi cling khong con lwa chon nao nira.

“Durng lai!”. Cach man xe dot nhién vang lén tiéng noi thanh thanh cta
Ngoc Tu, 1énh ngirng xa gia.

Long t6i cang thang, lai nghe nang néi, “Vwong phi chogt thay khoé chiu,
xa gia tam dung lai”.

Nha dau nay, khong biét dang lam tro quy gi day. Toi nhiu may nhéc
minh ditng 1én, lai thdy nang vén rém trwdc, nhanh nhen tho ngwdi vao, vira
nhay mat vdi tdi vira 16n tiéng néi, “Vuong phi cam thay thé nao? Co
nghiém trong khong?”.

Toi 1ap titc hiéu y, cat giong noéi, “Bon cung c6 chiit nhitc dau, 1énh xa
gia ngurng lai mot chut”.

“Téng Twdng quan bao no ty truyén 16i...”, Ngoc Tu voi vang ha giong,
budng rém xuéng mat nira, nghiéng ngwdi ngan anh nhin bén ngoai, “Noi
nay nhiéu ngwoi, cé thé Iya thoi co pha vong vay, Veong phi khong can
kinh hoang”.

Han lai c6 cung suy nghi véi toi! T6i nghe vay vira ngac nhién vira vui
mung, sy cang thang trong long cang niu chat.

“No6i cho Tong Twéng quan, khong thé liéu mang, 1y viéc pha vong vay
lam dau, néu lvu dwge mot duwong song thi méi tinh dén chién thang”. Toi
nhanh chéng thdo miéng ngoc trén c6 xudng, cai that chat vao long ban tay
Ngoc T, dung ngit diéu nhanh nhat c6 thé, néi sat bén tai nang: “Lam
Nguyét trang & ngoai 6 phia nam Huy Chau la noi thiic phu am tham nudi
nhan lyc tir xwa, néu cé bién o, lap titc mang vat nay di, trén do c6 ky hiéu
cua Vuong toc...”.
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Phia ngoai truyeén tdi tiéng héi tham lo lang cia Ngé Khiém, Tong Hoai
n da di tdi phia trudc xa gia.

Toi ddy Ngoc T ra, can rang ndi: “Phai hét sttc can than, khong thé dé
Ngo6 Khiém thay nghi ngo™.

Khuon mat nho bé ctia Ngoc T thoang tai nhot, nhung than sac tran
dinh, than nhién gat dau, xoay nguoi di, buéng tam rém xuodng.

T6i khong nhin thdy phan (tng cia moi nguwdi, chi nghe thay giong néi
vitng vang cua nang tron tria nhv thwong, “Vuwong phi cling khong bi bénh
gl ndng, chi la di dwong mét moi, phan pho xa gia mau t6i hanh quan, hién
tai khdi hanh di...”.

Khong biét Ngoc Ta dung cach gi ma c6 thé truyén 10i cho Téng Hoai n
dudi sy giam sat cia Ngo Khiém. Trudc mat, toi cling khong c6 dugce gi
nhiéu, chi cau Tong Hoai n c6 thé chon ding thoi co, mot 1an thanh cong,
bd&i mot khi giao chién sé c6 hy sinh, tat phai c6 nguwdi nhanh chong ra khoi
thanh bao tin cho Tiéu Ky.

Pai d6i nhan ma, xa gia dugc bao vé nghiém ngat khién dan chiing tranh
gianh nhin xem hai bén duwong, cang di vé phia trudc, dam nguwdi cang
dong, co ho vay con duong t6i mic nwdc chdy khong lot. Ngd Khiém tw
minh linh dam hd vé vii trang di trudc mé dwong, Tong Hoai n ciing nam
tram tinh vé theo sat phia sau toi...

Da tdi chon phon hoa nhat trong thanh Huy Chau, anh dén sang ruc,
nguwoi nguwoi tap nap.

Lic nay chinh la thoi co tot nhat, nhuwng mai khong thdy bén ngoai cé
dong tinh gi. T6i & trong xa gia ditng ngoi khong yén, trong long cang
thang, mo hoi ta ra trén long ban tay cang lic cang nhiéu. Néu nhw doi
thém nita ma khong dong thu...
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Bong nhién c6 mot tiéng gao to, twra nhu sdm chdp lée sang...

“Thit st Huy Chau Ng6 Khiém muwu phan, tat ca thiét vé dudi treéng Dy
Chuong Vuong nghe ménh, bat Ngo Khiém lai!”.

MGt tiéng gao to nay giong nhw sdm sét gitra troi quang danh xudng.

Trong khoanh khac chgt c6 thay doi 16n, nam tram thiét ky dong loat rt
kiém ra khoi vo, hanh dong nhanh nhuw cat.

Nguwa hi, tiéng ngwoi so hai kéu gao nhat loat vang lén.

Than vé con chua kip hoi phuc tinh than, ky binh da téi tredc mat, anh
dao sang loang pha v& bong dém.

Chi nghe thay Ng6 Khiém mat hon lac via ho: “Ngudi dau, mau t6i — bat
loan dang!”.

Thuwong dan trén pho khong chit phong bi khong khéi vo cing hoang so,
v0i va thao chay, dwong phé chat citng xe ngwa trong nhay mat bién thanh
chon giét chéc. Quan doi Huy Chau xwa nay quen song an nhan sung swdng
phai déi mat v6i doi quan thiét ky hung manh, khéng c6 sttc lwc chong do,
lién tuc bai lui, trdn thé con chwa kip thay ro da roi xuéng dwdi got sat, nhw
c6 mém nga rap... Puong pho trong thanh chat hep, dai quan theo phia sau
nhat thai khong c6 cach nao tién 1én day, moi lic lai cang bi dam dong hot
hoang bo tron tach ra, 1am vao hon loan.

B6n phia xa gia la than binh ctia Ng6 Khiém, & truedc bién loan trd nén
roi ram, khéng ranh chu y t6i toi. Ngoc T chay 1én xe, che tridc than thé
t0i, toan than run ray nhwng van noéi vdi toi: “Vuong phi dirng sg, c6 no ty
¢ day!”.

T6i manh mé 6m nang bén minh, hai ngwoi nirong tira cing mot cho,
xung quanh la loan quan chém giét, tiéng ho rung troi... Toi nin thd khong
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dong day, trong dau trong rong, hinh anh cha me, Tiéu Ky khong ngirng xet
qua...

Bong co6 tiéng vo ngwa vang lén hudng veé phia ching t6i.

Toi chgt ngang dau, tredc mat chgt nhoang anh dao, c6 con gié manh ao
tGi, treong dao day tung rém xe ra.

Tong Hoai n chién giap dam mau cam trueong dao trong tay, cli ngudi
vuon tay vé phia ching t6i, “Vuwong phi, 1én ngya!”.

T6i 16i Ngoc Tt, dang dinh bam 1dy han thi chgt nghe thdy mot tiéng pha
khong, mdt miii tén tir phia sau ban tdi, xet qua dau vai han.

“Can than”, han mot tay day toi vé phia sau xe, 1ap titc vo s6 miii tén roi
rit ban 1én trudc xe ngya.

Pai quan phia sau da chay téi, nguwdi ban tén nhw mwa, dang birc ép vé
phia chung toi.

Tong Hoai n bi budc phai lui ngwa ba buwéc, voi gio 14 chan ho thé 1én.
Tinh vé phia sau da c6 nguoi trung tén nga ngwa, nhung khong c6 mot
ngwdi nao kinh hoang chay tron, van chinh té tién lui, nghiém tic ho trg
nhau.

Pai quan da dén, néu bon ho khong di ngay ltic nay sé bai... Ma xe t6i da
bi bao phu trong tran mwa tén.

Thé tén vira cham lai, Tong Hoai n nhanh chéng giuc ngwa vot tdi phia
toi. T6i hiéu duwgc tinh thé, nhin vé han ma kéu: “Cac nguoi di tredc!”.

Lai mot tran mua tén x6i x4, than binh t¢ phia cong kich t&i, Tong Hoai
n duong nhw ndi con dién, dién cuéng vugt qua 1a chan phia trwde, trd tay
danh nga binh linh bén xe ngua, liéu linh vot t6i.

https://thuviensach.vn



T6i nhat mot miii tén roi tredc xe 1én, dat dau miii tén 1én ké c6 hong,
kién quyét quat: “Téng Hoai n, bon cung lénh cho nguoi lap tite roi di,
khong dwoc cham tré!”.

Tong Hoai n manh mé siét cvong ngwa, chién ma cat vé tirc gian hi vang,
vi tréng quan dang tam trong mwa mau md to mat kinh ngac.

T6i ngang dau trgn mat nhin han. B6i bén giang co.

“Tuan, ménh!”, hai chit citng ran nhw sat bat 1én, Tong Hoai n dot nhién
quay dau ngua, phat 1énh cho ching thiét ky phia sau. Nam tram tinh vé
duwng tran nghiém nhw vach twong phia sau nhat té thang ngwa cét vo, vo
ngwa nhw sdm dén, quay dau vuwot qua than binh, lao viit vé phia nhitng con
pho chang chit sau hit trong thanh.

Toi dot nhién mat hét sitc lwe, dwa vao ctra xe, nga nhao.

Huy Chau to 16n, nam tram tinh vé pha vong vay da phan tan tron di
khap phia, tira nhw nwéc chay, trong Iic nhat thoi, Ngo Khiém chwa chac da
c6 thé 14t tung ca Huy Chau 1én, c6 thé dam bédo an toan. Hudéng chi, trong
thanh lai an nip nhan lyc thic phu tham nudi — ngwdi Vwong toc trai khap
thién ha, noi nao ciling c6 tai mat thé lwc, cho du Ngo Khiém la Thit stt Huy
Chau ciing khong thé lam gi dugc.

Ng6 Khiém bat toi vé giam long & hanh quan, tang tang 16p 16p bén
ngoai la quan doi canh chirng, bién cai hanh quan nho nhé thanh thung

dung sat.

MGt 1an nita birdc vao phong khach quen thudc, canh vat van hét nhw
tredc, nhung toi tw cht nhan bién thanh ta nhan.

T6i khé mim cuwdi, than nhién ng6i xudng, gio tay vé phia Ngo Khiém
néi: “Ngo dai nhan, mgi ngoi”.
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Ng6 Khiém htr lanh mot tiéng, sac mat van xam ngoét, b dang nhéch
nhac tham hai, “Hay cho mét Dy Chuwong Vuong phi, suyt nita pha héng ké
hoach cua lao phu!”.

T6i nhin han, nhwéng may cwdi mot tiéng, cang khién han titrc gian hon.
Han lanh lung nhin t6i ndi: “Nghf t6i tinh nghia trudc kia, ta tha cho tam &
day, mong Vwong phi ty lo liéu cho tot! Néu dam c6 tinh sinh sy, dirng
trach ldao phu vo lé!”.

“Néu néi tinh nghia trudc kia, vay cling la dai nhan phu ta gia phu, mét
long trung thanh tan tam v6i ho Vwong. Hom nay nhan duoc hau dai caa
dai nhan, bon cung then khong ddm nhan”, t6i mim cwdi nhin, khong phién
khong gian, khién Ng6 Khiém tim mat.

“Cam mom!”, han 16n tiéng khién trach t6i, “Lao phu dwong duwong hoc
si, bat dac di lam mo6n ha cho ho Vwong nha ngwoi, nita doi can cu lam
quan lai khong c6 co hoi thang chitc! Nguoi & Huy Chau gdp nan lao phu
khong sai, con dac biét vao kinh xin t0i, lai bi Ta twéng gian ché danh meo,
khong nhitng quat thdo trdch mang ma con triv bong 16c cta ta, lam ta mat
mat trong triéu. Néu khong phai nho Hitu twéng bao vé cau tinh, chi sg
chitc Thit sit nay cling bi Iénh ton dai nhan quen thoéi ngang nguwoc doat

»

mat...”.

Han titc gian mang mot mach, t6i lai giat minh nghe khong lot. Han noéi
phu than vi t6i gdp nan ma titc gian... Phu than thyc dé y t6i chuyén cua t6i
nhw vay sao? Lic dau toi roi kinh, ngwdi chwa tirng gitt lai; sau do gap nan
0 Huy Chau, nguoi cling khong phai nguoi ciru vién; ngay ca trong birc thw
gtri t6i, ngwoi cling khong néi 1ay nira cau an ai... NhG tdi khi con nho, bat
luan ban ron thé nao, moi ngay khi tr@ vé phu than déu kiém tra bai vé cua
t0i va ca ca, sac mat luén nghiém nghi khién trach ca ca, lai vui vé khong
ngGt 101 tan duong t6i. Nguwai thich nhat khoe hon ngoc quy trén tay la dita
con gai v6i bang hitu than quen. Cho t6i triede khi ga toi di, ngudi van la
phu than nhan ai nhat thién ha.
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T6i gio toi luon cho la phu than da quén di diva con gai bi nguwdi mot tay
dwa ra ngoai, quén di con c vé dung nay. Sy séng chét vui buon cua t6i
nguoi sé khong quan tam nita, du sao toi cling da la ngudi cua dong ho
khac... Nhung la...

Pay mat nhat thoi cay cay, t6i nghiéng dau, kim nén sy chua x6t trong
long.

Ng6 Khiém cwdi lanh: “Té6i gio Vwong phi cling biét sg 16i?”.

T6i givong mat, chdm rai mim cwdi, n6i: “Bon cung dang rat vui
swong... Pa ta ngwoi, Ngo dai nhan”.

Han trgn mat nhin t6i, hoi ngan ra, dot nhién cwdi noi, “Thi ra 1a mot
dién phu”.

“Hao ton tam co bat gitt mot dién phu, chi e chti nhan méi sé khong
thich”, t6i than nhién noi, “Khién cho nguwoi uéng céng ban ron mét lan
roi”.

Sac mat Ngo Khiém den lai. Vi bi t6i ndi ra suy nghi trong long, han then
qua thanh gian, noi: “Chi sg sap t6i Tam dién ha chwa chac c6 thé gap lai
nguoi”.

Tén T Pam dugc néi tGi tir trong miéng ké tiéu nhan hén ha nay khién
toi 1ap tirc lanh mat, “Nguoi khong xitng nhac téi dién ha!”.

Ngo Khiém cuoi ha ha, “Nguoi ta noi Dy Chuvong Vuong phi cung Tam
dién ha co tu tinh, hdm nay xem ra qua nhién khong gia”.

T6i lanh lung nhin han, méng tay bat giac bam vao long ban tay.

“Néu tam tw Vuwong phi khong dat & ché Vuong gia, 1do phu sé néi cho
ngwoi mot tin vui”. Ng6 Khiém cwoi dén dién dai, dang vé van si thuong
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ngay gio hoan toan bién mat, “Pai quan Kién Trit Vuong da danh téi S&
Chau. Sau khi nhan mat ham cta lao phu, Kién Tri Vwong da nhanh chong
dan quan tién phong hwéng vé phia bac, chon tuyén duong di Banh Trach,
vong qua S& Chau, thang t6i bo phia nam Trwdong Ha, it ngay nita la qua
dugc song”.

Long ban tay dau nhoi, méng tay bi bé gay.

“Khong thé!”, t6i cham rai noi, khong dé cho giong néi minh 16 chiit run
rdy nao, “Banh Trach dé tht khoé cong, quan phan boi ha cé thé dé dang pha
duwgce?”.

Ng6 Khiém tira nhw nghe thdy chuyén buon cwdi nhat trong thién ha,
ngtra dau khong ngirng cuwdi 16n, “Vuong phi chang 1é khong biét Thit st
Banh Trach da dau quan?”.

Co hong to6i nghen lai, mot cau cling khéng néi ra 10i, ngwe giong nhw bi
mot ban tay 16n nam chat 1ay.

“Mot khi Kién Trit Vwong qua song vao thanh, cho du twéng cong nguoi
la anh hung cai thé cling khong qua dwgc Huy Chau ta day!”. Ng6 Khiém
tGi gan toi, than nhién chap tay cuwdi noéi: “Khi d6 quan can viwong danh ha
St Chau, thang téi Lwong Quan, nghénh Tam dién ha tir hoang lang ve,
mot dwong danh vao kinh thanh, giét yéu, triv gian, ung hé tan quan lén
ngoi...”.

Mot chit cudi cing cua han chwa kip néi ra da bi toi gio tay giang mot cai
bat tai cat ngang.

Mot chwdng nay dung hét toan bo khi lyc cda t6i, am thanh gion vang
kinh ngudi, khién c6 tay t6i té dai, nhung trong long vo cung thodi mai.

Ng6 Khiém 6m mat lui vé phia sau mot buéc, trirng mat nhin t6i, toan
than run ray, tay vung cao lén nhung lai khong dam ha xudng.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Bang nguoi cling dam can rd?”, toi phat tay 4o cuwdi lanh, “Con khéng
lui xudng?!”.

Chuong 20: Hang twéng
edit & beta: Han Phong Tuyét

Ngo Khiém oan han roi di, lvu lai thu vé nghiem ngat, vay chat toi ben
trong hanh quén, noi noi déu c6 binh si tuan tra.

T6i ngoi yén lang rat lau, khong nhic nhich, toan than ciing do.

“Vuong phi, tay nguoi chdy mau!”, Ngoc Tu sg hai kéu lén, danh thic
toi tr trong con hoang hot. Cui dau nhin thay long ban tay ri mau, han la bi
mong tay gdy dam rach, toi lai vo tw khong thay dau dén. Ngoc Tu cam tay
toi 1én, vOi vang quay dau goi ngudi toi.

Ng6 chirng vét thiwong trén tay, mau mau dé sam kia khién t6i cam thay
choi mat. Loi vira roi cia Ngo Khiém van con quanh quan bén tai. Gia nhw
ding nhv 161 han n6i, Kién Trit Vwong ty minh dan quan tién phong bat
ngo tap kich Huy Chau, cat dit con dwong thong tGi kinh thanh, phuc kich
Tiéu Ky... Cho du vé sau Tiéu Ky cé danh bai duwgc quan tién phong cta
Kién Trit Vuong di nita, dai quan bi ngan tré & day mot ngay, phu than &
trong kinh sé nguy hiém thém mét ngay. S& Chau gap phai ba mat giap
cong, kho c6 thé cam lau, mot khi Lwong Quan that tha, Tiéu Ky chwa kip
tGi... Phu than, co c6, thic phu, ca ca, than nhan cta t6i déu c6 thé gap tai
hoa ngap dau!

Toi chi caAm thay mo hoi lanh dan ri ra, can chat moi cing khong ngan
dwoc su lanh 1€o noi day long.

Tay chan gia nhw bang, trong con khiing hoang, dau t6i xudt hién mét y
niém — khong thé ngoi nhin bon chiing nguy hai than nhan ctia minh, vo
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luan nhuw thé nao ciing khéng dwgc... T6i mudn di tim Tiéu Ky, tim chang
clu nguoi than cuaa toi!

T6i bong nhién ditng day, hat tay Ngoc Tt ra, ving chay tdi trudce cia,
lai bi binh si & ngoai ngan lai.

Ngoc Tt sg hai dudi theo, 6m chat 1ay t6i. Chan t6i mém nhiin, trieéc mat
bién thanh mau den, sy cang thang bam du6i nhw roi xuéng vye sau, hoang
hot nghe dugc tiéng Ngoc Tu goi t6i, lai khong cé khi lwc dap lai nang...

Phang phat nhw qua mot hoi lau, t6i nghe thay tiéng khoc cua mot phu
nhan. T6i hoang hot cho 1a mau than.

“Pang thuong nang, rot cudc van la diva tré”, giong ndi thuwong x6t kia
nghe c6 chit quen thudc, nhung khong phai mau than.

Mot doi tay mém mai dat trén tran toi, trong long t6i canh giac, birng mé
mat ra, gitt chat c6 tay nguoi do.

Nguwoi dé kinh hai nhdy dung 1én, gan nhuw dung roi chén thudc trong tay
Ngoc Tu ¢ phia sau.

“Vuong phi da tinh!”, Ngoc Tu vui mung chay voi tdi trudc givong,
“Vuong phi, la Ngo phu nhan tGi tham nguoi!”.

Pau t6i dau t¢i mudn nit ra, than tri u mé, gang sitc chong nguwdi day,
binh tinh nhin phu nhan kia chéc 1at méi nhan ra qua thyc 1a Ng6 phu nhan.

Ngoc Tt voi vang do 1ay toi, “Nguwdi doa chét n ty roi, may cé phu nhan
kip thoi moi dai phu dén. Dai phu néi la gap phai gié lanh, nhat thoi tic
gian qua nén ngat, khong c6 gi dang ngai. Ngudi lic nay van con dang sot,
mau nam xuéng di!”.
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Ng6 phu nhan dang kinh ngac nhin t6i chgt khuyu chan quy xuéng,
nghen giong noi, “Lao than dang chét, lao than that c6 16i v6i Vuwong phi!”.

Nhin ba téc hoa ram, t6i nhé lai nhitng ngay con ¢ Huy Chau, ba rat an
can cham séc t6i. Lic dé toi chi cam thay sy san s6c dé 1a cé toan tinh,
hom nay khi t6i bi bat gitt, khong ngo ba van trung hau déi dai nhw vay,
qua nhién trong lic hoan nan méi biét long nguwoi.

To6i goi Ngoc Tu do ba day, ba lai khong chiu ditng 1én, van roi nwdc mat
khau dau bén dudi.

To6i tha dai, ditng day xuong dat, chan tran di téi do ba.

Ba than thé manh khée, t6i nhat thoi khong do 1én dugc, toan than bun
run vo lwc, khong khoi tya trén ngwoi ba. Ba khong chit nghi nggi om toi
vao trong nguc, t6i cling nhe nhang 6ém 1ay ba. Vong tay mém mai am ap
nay, hoi thé nhan nhat mui huan hwong trén do khién t6i c6 cdm giac nhw
trd lai bén mau than. Khong ai 1én tiéng, chi lang lang 6m, Ngoc Tu ditng
mot bén nwdc mat 13 cha.

Mot hoi sau, t6i nhe nhang lui ra, diu dang néi, “Ng6 phu nhan, tinh
nghia ctia nguwoi, Vuong Huyén khac sau trong long khéng dam quén. Sac
troi da toi, ngudi nén trd vé pha di, khong can téi tham nita, tranh cho Ngo
dai nhan khong vui”.

Ba dm dam cui dau néi: “Thuc khong dam giau diém, lao than la gat lao
gia mot minh t6i, 1do gia...”.

“Ta hiéu dugc”, to6i mim cuwdi gat dau, dé Ngoc T do toi ditng day, cling
dd Ngo phu nhan day.

Toi lui mot buwdc, vén do hanh dai 1é va4i ba.
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Ng6 phu nhan sg dén ludng cudng chan tay, toi ngwdc mat nhin thang ba,
“n twong ho khi hoan nan, ngay khac Vwong Huyén nhat dinh sé bao dap”.

Ba lai thon thitc roi 1€, sau d6 buén ba tam biét t6i. T6i mim cudi gat
dau, dwa mat nhin mai t6c hoa ram ctia ba. Khong biét lan gap sau sé 1a khi
nao. Pang muon nhac ba bao trong lai nghe thay phia ngoai phong co
nguoi thap giong thic giuc: “Co, khong con sém nita, c6 tregng dai nhan
sap ve phu roi!”.

Sac mat Ngo phu nhan khé bién, voi va hanh 1€ véi t6i roi xoay ngudi roi
di.

Toi kinh ngac no6i: “Ngoai cwa la ai?”.

“Vuong phi dung lo, do la dia chau rudt cua lao than”, Ngo phu nhan
vOi noi, “Lao gia cho né trong chirng hanh quan, diva bé nay tam dia rat tot,
lu6n ludn kinh trong Vuong gia, tuyét doi sé khong lam kho Vwong phi.

Lao than da dan do no6 roi, nhat dinh khong dwgc lam khé Vwong phi. ..
Lao than vo nang, chi giup duwgc Vuong phi chut sitc mon”.

Nhin Ng6 phu nhan au sau tredc mat, trong dau téi chot 16e 1én mot tia
sang, mot thoang roi bién mat, twa nhw nhd lai dugc cai gi do.

“Chau ctia phu nhan cé phai la ngudi ma triede kia phu nhan tirng nhac
tGi, Kiém...”, t6i nhiu may suy nghi, “Kiém...”.

“Kiém Lién!”, Ng6 phu nhan vui vé néi, “Chinh la Kiém Lién, khong
ngd Vuong phi con nhé tGi dita tré ngoc nay”.

T6i mim cwdi, choang ngoai bao dich than tién ba ra ctra.

Thu vé khap noi qua nhién da lui ra ngoai cac hanh lang, chi c6 mot
thanh nién cao rdo ditng canh truréc cira, thay ching t6i ra ngoai thi cuéng
quyt khom nguoi cii dau. To6i binh than giao Ngd phu nhan cho nguwoi bén
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canh han, giwvong mat nhin k¥, bat giac bat cudi — “dia tré ngoc” trong
miéng Ngd phu nhéan nay chi e la con nhiéu tu6i hon t6i, nguwdi khoi ngo,
may ram mat ho, c6 twéng trung hau.

Pua mat nhin Kiém Lién ho tong Ngo phu nhan di xa, t6i van ditng &
ctra, hoi 1au mdi thay han sai buwdc quay vé. Xa xa thay toi, han dirng chan
khom ngwdoi. T6i nhin tréi lai phai, roi gat dau vdi han. Kiém Lién chan cht
mot chuit, téi gan hanh 1€, n6i: “Mat twéng Kiém Lién tham kién Vwong
phi!”.

Thu vé hai phia van dang di lai tuan tra, t6i than nhién noéi, “Vira r6i Ngo
phu nhan danh roi do, nguoi di theo ta!”.

Drtt 101 t6i xoay nguoi tryc tiép di vao trong phong, Kiém Lién v0i vang
goi hai tiéng, khong thay t6i dirng buéc, chi danh phai theo vao.

Di vao tdi tam rém trwdc ndi that, han dirng bwdc khong tién 1én nita,
dirng bén ngoai ling ting ma miéng: “Noi Vuong phi ngu, mat twéng
khong dam ty y vao”.

To6i thao chiéc vong tay ngoc trai phi thiy xudng, dé Ngoc Tu cam ra
ngoai. Cach tdm rem, chi thay Kiém Lién vira nhan do, cii dau ngung than
nhin k¥, than sac da 1ap titc bién doi, mat do 1én, v4i vang quy xuéng: “E la
Vuwong phi c6 chit nham lan, do nay la vat hoang gia, gia tri lién thanh, c6
c6 at khong thé c6”.

Toi mim cuwoi: “That sao? Vay thi dwa cho ton phu nhan di”.

Kiém Lién c6 vé quan bach, “Mat twdng khong dam, da ta thinh tinh cua
Vwong phi, moi Vweong phi thu lai vat nay”.

T6i van mim cuwdi, “Pay la vat nam xwa Minh Chiéu Hoang hau ngy
dung, thé gian chi c6 duy nhat mot bo, gia tri dau chi cé la lién thanh”.
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Kiém Lién khong chit nghi nggi, giong n6i da c6 phan ham chita tic
gian, 16n tiéng néi va4i toi: “Moi Vuong phi thu lai”.

T6i dwa mat nhin vé mat kién cuwong ctua han, trong long hiéu ro.

“Ng0 phu nhan néi khong sai, Kiém tuwdng quan qua nhién la quan t 16i
lac”, t6i vén rém ra, mim cwdi ditng tredc mat han. Kiém Lién ngo ngan,
anh mat sang ngoi, lic nay méi thd phao nhe nhdm giao vong tay cho Ngoc
T

“Vwong phi khen nham, mat twéng then khong dam nhan”. Han cui dau
hanh 1€ véi toi, thap giong ndi, “Vwong phi khéng can lo lang, mat twéng
mac du dia vi thap sttc lwvc méng nhung sé doc hét kha nang bao vé s an
toan cua Vuong phi”.

“That sao?”, t0i cudi cwoi, dot nhién gian tai mat, “Nguoi than la twong
linh triéu dinh, ma khong cong hién vi nwdc, ngwoc lai gia nhap vao quan
phan loan, do la bat trung; da dau quan cho Ng6 Khiém ma con lam trai
quan lénh, am tham bao vé ta, day la bat nghia. Puong dudng nam nhi bay
thwdc, mot than day ban linh, tai sao lai lam chuyén bat trung bat nghia?”.

Loi téi chuwa dit, sac mat Kiém Lién da s6m dai bién, gan xanh trén tran
noi rd, gwong mat doé 1én.

Ngoc Tt kinh hai t6i xanh ca mat, lién tuc dung anh mat nhac nhdé téi
dung choc gian Kiém Lién, con lam dong tac thé hién sé nguy hiém. Toi
lam nhw khong thay, lanh lung dwa mat nhin Kiém Lién, thay han cti dau
de chu6i kiém lai, d6t ngon tay vi dung sitc ma trang béch, ca ngudi cling
lanh cing.

Mot hoi giang co rat 1au, dai tva dém lanh.
Han khan giong m& miéng, tirng chit titng chi¥ nhw ban ra: “Vwong phi

néi khong sai, Kiém Lién chwa c6 y chi dén ng nuwdc, hanh dong cling 1a bat
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trung bat nghia, ban than dang vitt bd. Mo6i ngwdi c6 ménh riéng, hién gio
quay dau da muon, Kiém Lién khong con su lwa chon... Mong Vuong phi
th toi!”.

Loi vira néi ra, han khéng con che giau duwgce vé boi roi, voi vang ngang
dau ding day, quay ngudi sai budc di.

“Ménh do troi, viéc do ngudi, néu nhw nguoi thue sy nguyén y quay dau
lai, khong bao gi® 1a mudn”. T6i nhin bong lwng han, ti ti noi.

Buwéc chan han hoi cham lai, than hinh c6 chit sitng so.

“Dy Churong Vuong trong dung ngudi tai, khong dé y t6i xuat than, tudn
kiét anh hung ho trg 1an nhau. Ngwoi & duwdi bong Ngé Khiém nhiéu nam,
dén nay van la vo tich sy...”, t6i 16n tiéng trach cit, khong cho han bat ky
con dwong phan bac nao, “Chang 18 twéng quan muwoi nam mai kiém, con
chwa sai chan ra chién tredng niva buwde da twong tan dong bao? Luc trudc
Ng6 phu nhan néi ngwoi kinh trong Dy Chwong Vwong, mong dugce dau
quan cho Dy Chuong Vuong, hién nay dai quan ciaa Dy Chuong Vuong
gdp nguy, nguoi lai muon doi dich véi Dy Chuwong Vuong sao?”.

Kiém Lién nglrng budc, bong luwng cao ngat citng ngac nhu da, nghe
dwgc cau cudi cung cua toi, vai lai cang run hon.

Néu nhu dung lgi, dung ly, dung nghia ma khong thé lam dao dong suy
nghi cua han, toi cling hét cach.

Nhin bong luwng khong nhic nhich kia, 10ng bay tay t6i khé ri mé6 hoi. Toi
biét co hoi chuyén ngwoc tinh thé nam & ngwdi nay, néu nhw lic nay khong
thé da dong han, chi sg sau nay khong con co hoi nita. Phu than da noi,
pham la nguwoi thi déu cé nhwge diém... Ma t6i khong quen khong biét
Kiém Lién nay, chi c6 nghe n6i han sung kinh Tiéu Ky, mot 1ong mudn 13p
cong vé quoc, kho ndi ¢ tai nhung khong gap thoi. Pay la nhwgc diém cua
han, la cai duy nhat t6i c6 thé danh bai.
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Toi tha dai, “Thanh ma thanh Phat, hoac 1ay hoac bo, chi & mot suy nghi
ma tho6i”.

“Rac” mot tiéng, chudi kiém nhu thé do bi han nam 1ay qua sitc ma gay,
tiéng vang nay khién toi ca kinh.

Kiém Lién xoay ngudi, binh tinh nhin lai t6i, t6i chdn dong, c6 hong c6
chut nghen.

Phang phat nhw day cung kéo cang dwgc budng ra, long t6i tha 16ng,
nhung mo hoi lanh phia sau lwng lai w6t tham quan 4o.

“Ta chi néi dugc dén thé, Kiém Twéng quan tw thu xép cho 6n”, t6i hoi
ha thap nguwoi, xoay minh tién vao phia sau rém, dé lai han ngdy nguoi tai
cho.

Di vao bén trong, toi v0i vang 6m ngurc, chi sg hoi thd don dap sé dé 1o
st lo lang ctia minh.

Qua mot hoi 1au td6i mdi nghe thay tiéng budc chan nang né ra khéi
phong, dan dan di xa, ngay ca 10i cao lui cling quén luén. Toi dwa binh
phong, Itic nay mdi thé dai mot hoi, cwdi mot tiéng véi Ngoc Td, “Co 1€
ching ta dugc cttu r6i”.

Ngoc Tt lién tuc vo nguc, “Doa chét ngwoi, Vuong phi... ngudi sao c
thé ca gan nhu vy, néu nhu lam han tré mat thi sao?”.

To6i thd dai: “Du sao cling da dén duwong cung, khong bang budng tay
danh cwgc mot lan”.

“Nguoi do co6 thye sy dang tin?”, Ngoc Tu lo sg m& miéng, vé mat sau
kho, “Trwdc mat Tong twéng quan song chét chura rd, noi nay tinh riéng thi
nit theo hau da hon mudi nguwdi, quan coi gitt bén ngoai lai nhiéu nhw

2»

vay...”.
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Toi tram mdc, vira roi thit tham do thuyét phuc Kiém Lién, t6i cling
khong nam chac duwgc nira phan thang, trong 1ong ban tay chi c6 mo hoi.
Kiém Lién kia nhiéu tudi hon t0i, cling la ngudi cam quan, ha c6 thé bi mot
co gai nho nhé da dong, dau thé bi vai 10i vira r6i cua téi lam thay d6i? Noi
dwra dam cta toi chi c6 hai, mot 1a han y chi khong kién dinh, hai 1a Tiéu
Ky uy danh hién héch.

Do6i v6i mot twdng linh hén mon nhiét huyét con tré tudi, cai tén Dy
Chuwong Vuong han da 1a mot than thoai khong thé dao dong.

Trwdc dé toi dung tai vat do xét, néu nhu han la ké tham lam, nhat dinh
khong thé tin twdng dugc. May ma nguwdi nay nhan pham doan hau, tam tw
kin dao, néu co6 thé cho toi st dung, han la nhan tai khoé cé dugce... Vira roi
thay han dao dong, t6i lién kip thoi dirng lai, néu nhw khuyén nhua han qua
gap, so la sé khoi ra mau thuan trong long han, bién thanh chuyén xau.

Con s6t do nhiém lanh con chwra giam, lai bi mot phen cang thang, t6i
khong khoi mét moi ra roi. Ngoc Tu voi vang gitp toéi nam ngud, con sg toi
ngu khong yén nén mang chan go6i bén ngoai vao phong trong coi.

Vira nam xuéng toi lién ngan ngo, loang thoang thdy mot con ngwa tuyét
tran tién tdi, trén lwng la cdm y thiéu nién tudn nha vui vé — ca ca dang cudi
con ngwa co co ban thudng dac y phi téi. Lai thay phu than lanh lung chap
tay néi: “Thuan phuc ngwa thi dé, thuan phuc ngudi thi khé, ngwra manh
cling nhu lwong twéng, con da ngd ra duwgce dao thuan phuc long nguai
chua?”.

Bén tai nhv mo ho nghe thdy tiéng héi ctia phu than: “Con da ngo ra
dwgc dao thuan phuc long nguwdi chwa?”.

Toi cam thiy v6 cung vui vé, dwong nhu dwgc tré lai nhitng ngay con &
nha, c6 thé kéo dng tay do cha lam niing.
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“A Vi da hiéu...”, t6i lam bam cuwdi, xoay ngudi 6m chat chan, khde mat
nhw c6 nwdc am ap, chgt roi vao giac ngu say.

Mot dém ac mong kinh tam.

Canh tw vira qua, bén tai mo ho vang lén tiéng binh dao va nhau, t6i mét
moi vui dau vao trong chan, c6 gang x6a bo do gidc ma con ac mong lwu
lai.

Dot nhién nghe dwgc tiéng md cira phong rat vang, c6 tiéng budc chan
cua thi nit 1ao ddo xong vao, kinh hoang kéu 1én, “Ngoc Td c6 nwong mau
tinh lai, c6 nguoi dang tién vao, mau goi Vuong phi, mau!!!”.

To6i cé kinh, nhac minh phuc day, 1ay ngoai bao khoac 1én.

“Vuwong phi di mau, quan phan boi téi roi, no ty bdo vé nguoi xong ra!”,
Ngoc Tt chan tran chay vao, tay cam mdt gia cam nén, khong néi 10i nao
da mudn kéo t6i chay ra bén ngoai. Bon thi nit that kinh di theo phia sau
nang, mot dam toc tai bu xu.

“V0i cai gi!”, toi quat 16n, hat tay Ngoc T ra, “Dé ta ditng vitng!”.

Mot dam hoang loan bi t6i lam cho chan dong, ditng yén co rum lai
khong biét 1am sao. Phia ngoai qua nhién c6 tiéng binh dao va cham, nghe
c6 vé khong xa, chi e sé t6i day ngay tirc khac. Trong long t6i cang thang,
gang hét sitc 6n dinh tinh than, nhanh chéng suy nghi doi sach — nguoi
danh 1én hanh quéan vao ban dém, néu khong phai giét t6i thi la cttu toi.
Trong thanh trir Ng6 Khiém ra, chwa chac khong c6 nguwdi khac muon giét
t0i. Luc nay la ban hay la dich khé phan biét, tuyét doi khong thé mao
hiém.

Toi 1ap tirc di t6i bén ctra s6, thay binh si thu vé ngoai ctra nhw gap phai
dai dich, dao kiém déu da ra khdi vé, lién quay dau lai thap giong noéi véi
moi nguwoi: “Néu nhu c6 xdy ra bién cd, ching ta thtra dip loan x6ng ra
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ngoai, doc theo hanh lang di vé phia tay, qua dinh Kinh Lan, cau Khic
Thuy, roi dai Lvu Thuong la téi ctra phu cia hanh quan, xwa nay chwa c6 ai
biét. Cac nguoi nhd 1o chwa?”.

L&i néi toi con chwa dit, tiéng kéu da vang dén ctra. Tdi nhanh nhw vay!
Chuong 21: Poat thanh
edit & beta: Tiéu Mac & Han Phong Tuyét

Ngoai ctra binh dao va cham, thu vé kéu tham lién tuc, r6i dot nhién mot
tiéng vang that 16n phat ra, anh lira 16e 1én kém theo khéi dac cuon cudn,
tiéng da vo roi day trén dat, mat dat theo d6 ma rung chuyén.

“Can than!”, Ngoc T nhao tGi bén to6i. Toi bi khdi dac lam sac néi
khong ra 101, chi thay tredc mat mo ho, tay nam chat Ngoc Th.

Dot nhién nghe thdy mot giong noéi nam t, “Thudc ha Bang Quy, tham

")

kién Quan chda!”. Trong man khéi dac chi thdy mot than anh quy mi téi
gan, quy gbi hwdng veé phia t6i. Han goi toi 1a Quan chuia, con ty bao tén
“Bang Quy” — am nhan thwong khong c6 tén, cac thu linh &m nhan déu lay
Thién can* lam t6, dia chi* lam hiéu, day qua nhién la ngudi cia minh. To6i
chgt vui mirng, thét 1én néi, “Héa ra la cac nguoi!”.

*Thién can: mudi can trong thuyét am dwong ngii hanh ctia Trung Quéc:
Giap, At Binh, Binh, Mau, Ky, Canh, Tan, Nham, Quy.

*Pia chi: muoi hai con giap ng v6i muoi hai thang trong nam theo lich
mat trang hay con goi la am lich: Ty, Sttu, Dan, Mao, Thin, Ty, Ngo, Mui,
Than, Dau, Tuat, Hoi.

Bang Quy an kiém*, “Viéc nay khong nén cham tré, Tong twéng quan
dang & bén ngoai tiép tng, maoi di theo thudc ha!”.
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*An kiém: trang thai hai tay cam kiém xoay miii kiém xuéng duéi va gio
ra treéc biéu thi sy phuc tung.

Chung t0i chay ra bén ngoai can phong, mugn man dem day khoi, bl mat
di theo &m nhan x6ng thang t4i ctra ndi vién.

Ngoai ctra 16n, d6i tha vé dang giao chién vdi hon tram ngudi do giap
tinh nhué, ngwoi dan dau ding la Téng Hoai n.

Phia sau chung t6i la anh Itra bap bung, tiéng buwéc chan rung chuyén mat
dat. Pang c6 dai doi truy binh téi.

Bang Quy hét 16n, “Vuwong phi da dugc cttu ra, Tong twéng quan ho tong
Vwong phi di tredc, ta can phia sau!”.

Tong Hoai n giuc ngwa vot ra khéi vong vay, cui nguoi kéo toi 1én ngua,
om chat 14y t6i, ngwa huwéng vé phia ngoai phong di. Trén canh tay han c6
mot thit am ap tham wdt do t6i, 1a mau twoi 6 at chay ra tw vét thwong. Toi
khong chit nghi nggi, cuéng quyt lay tay de chat vao cho bi thuong dé cam
mau.

“Vo ich th6i”. Han ddo tay dam thanh tredng kich ra phia tridc nguwa,
can rang thé doc, run giong néi véi toi, “Vwong phi dirng nén lam ban tay”.

Loi nay khién long t6i dau x6t. Mat nhin nhitng nam nhén tot nay vi
minh ma liéu mang do6 mau, dao kiém mac du khong chém lén ngudi toi,
nhwng lai nhw ghi tam khac cot, t6i han khong thé 1ap tic bat bon han dirng
tay.

“Dung tay!!!”.

Bong nhién mot tiéng gao to vang tgi tir phia sau.
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Ca kinh quay dau, chi thay Kiém Lién cam dao givong thang, nghiém
nghi ditng cach hon muoi trugng, dai doi binh linh phia sau dan tran dia
san sang don quan dich, cung né 1én day, thirong kich san sat, dudc trong
tay anh 1én dé ruc khong trung, dao kiém giap tru téa han quang rang r&
khién ngudi ta hoa mat.

Hoi thé Tong Hoai n phia sau tram xuong, cham rai 6m chat 1ay toi,
givong kiém & phia trudc, tap trung tinh than dé phong.

Pam nguoi Bang Quy mau le tu lai tao phién tran*, che & tredc ngua
chuing t0i, hai phe da chém giét dén dé mat déu ngirng tay, tao ra thé giang
co.

*Phién tran: tran thé hinh quat.
Long t6i chgt cang thang, ngung than nhin vé phia Kiém Lién.

Anh Iira ritng ruc, chiu khudn mét hén lic t6i lic sang. Gié dém tran
day mui diém sinh va nhya thong, ngam gidu trong dé mui tanh ctia mau.

Tong Hoai n cham rai dua tay xuong, lang 1€ nam ldy cung tén bén hong.

“So bong sg gié maot hoi, héa ra 1a huynh dé cia minh”. Kiém Lién than
nhién m& miéng, gio kiém phéat 1énh, “Cho di!”.

L&i néi vira cat 1én, tat cd moi nguwoi déu chan dong. Tong Hoai n cling
ngac nhién, chi c6 to6i nhe nhang thé ra that dai.

Sau khi ditng thang bat dong trong choc 1at, quan coi gilt ngoai ctra nhat

té lui ra phia sau, dao kiém tra vao vo, thwong kich rit vé, tao mot 16i di &
gitra.

Bang Quy quay dau nhin Tong Hoai n, &nh mat trao d6i v6i nhau. T6i
néi khé véi Téng Hoai n, “Nguwdi nay co thé tin”.
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Tong Hoai n nhe gat dau, hwéng vé phia Kiém Lién cat cao giong noi,
“Pa ta”-

Kiém Lién gat dau lién tuc, canh tay vung lén, “Doc dudong can than”.
Han nhin lai ching t6i, trong dém t6i khong rd than sac, toi chi cam thay
han mudn noi gi dé6 ma khéng néi ra.

Bong nhién mot nguwoi ti phia sau han di ra, rat kiém chi vé hudng chiing
toi, “Bon ho la nguoi cua Dy Chueong Vuong, Vuong phi ¢ trong tay bon
ho!”.

bam nguoi Bang Quy bong nhién ca kinh. Khéng dgi chiing t6i dap lai,
Kiém Lién da no6i gian nodi, “Hon trwéng*! Nao cé cai gi Dv Chuong
Vuwong, nguwoi hoa mat con me no roi!”.

*Hon treedng: c6 thé hiéu la hé d6 nhung mang y chiri.

Pho twéng kia ghim ngua téi gan Kiém Lién hai buéc, “Hay cho mot
Kiém Lién, ddm mo6t minh tha ké dich! Ngudi dau, bat tén phan tac nay lai
cho ta!”.

Quan coi gitt moi noi khong hé cé dong tinh gi, tat ca kién dinh nhw sat
da, chi huéng t6i Kiém Lién.
Kiém Lién lanh lung nghiéng dau, khong néi mét 10i, vé nghiém nghi

mang dén sat khi bitc nhan.

Phé twdng kia hodng sg nhin trai nhin phai, tht sac, “Cac nguoi... Cac
ngwoi déu mudn tao phan?”.

Bong nhién mot tiéng hét vang 1én, Kiém Lién rit kiém givong cao,
chém nguai kia bay xuéng ngwa, ngay ca kéu cting khong kip kéu mot
tiéng!
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Kinh bién chi xay ra trong chdp mat, thi thé ngwoi dé lan trén mat dat
may vong roi xung quanh méi bat dau co6 tiéng trong nguc dap thinh thich.

Toi khong ngd Kiém Lién lai giét phé twdng tredc mat moi nguwdi, nhat
thoi ca kinh néi khong nén 16i. Chi thdy Kiém Lién binh tinh nhin lai
trrong kiém dinh mau trong tay, thang ngwdi im lang mot ldc 1au, sau dé
chgt ngang dau nhin chiing t6i khan giong quat, “Con khong mau di!”.

Tong Hoai n ghi cwvong ngwa, t6i chan tay han lai, “Cham da”.

Anh mét moi ngudi kho khin 18m méi tu vao toi, toi hit sdu mot hoi, cat
giong nghiem nghi nodi, “Nghich tdc Ngd6 Khiéem muu phan, pham thvgng
lam loan. Kiém Lién vi nghia diét than, trung diing dang khen; chd sau khi
dai quan Dy Churong Vuong vao thanh, dep xong loan & Huy Chau, chac
chan sé dang tiu lén triéu dinh, biéu dwong chién cong; ching twdng si c6
cong dep loan déu sé cé thudng!”.

Kiém Lién binh tinh nhin lai t6i, tya nhw ngdy nguoi ra.

Pring luc tinh thé cang thang, Téng Hoai n givong kiém chi 1én troi, cao
giong noi, “Chuing ta thé song chét di theo Dy Chwong Vuong, nguyén
trung thanh v&i hoang that, Ngd hoang van tué!”.

“Ng6 hoang van tué!”. Thiét ky tinh nhué cung ddm nguwdi Bang Quy lap
tirc quy xuong dat hudng tng.

Twdéng si coi gitt khap noi khong chan chir nita, tit ca déu quy phuc trén
mat dat hé vang van tué, am thanh vang doi bau troi dém lam t6i hoan toan
chan dong.

Kiém Lién tung minh xuéng ngwa, im lang cdi dau mot 1at, quy xudng,
“Ngo hoang van tué!”.
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Viéc nay khong nén cham tré, mot khi Ng6 Khiém biét duwgc bién co &
hanh quén, ching t6i sé mat hét co hoi ra tay truéc.

Tong Hoai n, Kiém Lién cung dam nguwdi Bang Quy hogp lai bay dai ké,
binh phan ba huwéng hanh dong.

Kiém Lién dan dau thua vé dwdi tay, thira dip doi ca tric & twong thanh,
nita dém tap kich bac mén, chia quan chiém ha hai noi phong thi yéu & hai
ctra dong va tay; Bang Quy diéu khién &m nhan mang mat ham cua toi theo
ctra bac ra khéi thanh chay t&i Ninh Soc, toc bao v6i dai quan tién phong
cua Tiéu Ky; Tong Hoai n linh nam tram tinh ky 1ap tic tién gan tGi pha
Thi¢ stt, cam chan Ngo6 Khiém, sau do sé hoi hgp v6i Kiém Lién, hwéng vé
phia dai doanh déng quan tai thanh nam cuwép 1ay binh phu, hiéu 1énh quan
coi gilt toan thanh; dong thoi, am nhan dwdi tay Bang Quy am tham 1én vao
cac nai co yéu cia Huy Chau — quan phd, phua khd, doanh trai, dot Itra moi
noi trong thanh, tung tin Dy Chwong Vwong cong thanh, lam dao dong
long quan Huy Chau, khién toan thanh roi vao hon loan.

Gio phut nay sac troi khong r6, da qua canh nam, lic moi ngudi con
chwa tinh ngg, 1a thoi khac loi 16ng nhat.

Chung t6i chi c6 m6t lan co hoi, hodc la mét kich dac thu, hoac 1a toan
quan bi diét.

Tong, Kiém, Bang ba ngudi déu ty diém binh ma, chuan bi 1én ngya.
Tong Hoai n ghim ngwa quay dau lai, an kiém nhin t6i, cdi dau.

To6i nhin gwong mat kién nghi ctia ba ngwdi trrdc mat, cti ngwsi hanh 1é
vdi ho, “Vuwong Huyén ¢ day chd ba vi binh an tré ve!”.

Hon hai tram thi vé & lai bao vé hanh quan, t6i hwéng dan Ngoc T cung
cac thi ni* cham soc binh linh bi thwong dém nay. Hét thdy bén trong hanh
quan déu dau vao day, thi vé dan tran san sang don quan dich, chi cho tin
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hiéu tr trong thanh. T6i vira m&i rdi ra tré vé phong, voi vang chuan bi riva
mat chai dau.

Uéc chirng qua thoi gian hai ba tuan hwong, thi vé bao lai, Itta trong
thanh da noi lén.

Toi voi vang di 1én dai Lwu Thwong cao nhat phia sau hanh quan, dwa
vao lan can quan sat tinh hinh trong thanh.

Huy Chau gio nay da la mot canh twgng kinh loan bi bao phu trong khoi
mu, noi noi trong thanh ddy 1én anh Iira rie, tia ndng sém dau tién phia
chan troi con chwa xuat hién da bi khoi che 1ap mat. May den nang né kéo
tGi, xem ra hom nay han sé c6 mwa tam ta.

Trwdc mat to6i mo ho hién ra canh binh ma r6i loan, ddm ngwdoi chay tron
tham thiét kéu khoc... Gio day, toan bo Huy Chau han déu da roi vao
hoang sg va hon don. Ngwoi tinh ddy sau giac ngu, vira mé mat da nhin
thay canh gidng nhu t6i dang thay, at 1a c6 cdm gidc nhw ngay tan so da
déen.

Chi choc 1at sau, tiéng kén 1énh noi 1én & phwong bac, kinh dong toan
thanh — dé la tin hiéu ching t6i wéc dinh, Kiém Lién da dac thu.

May dac phia chan trgi cang lic cang day, sac troi van den kit nhw ban
dem.

Ctra bac bi Kiém Lién chiém, &m nhan thuan 1gi phi ngwa ra khoi thanh
truyén tin. Toi nhin ra phia bac xa xa, nham mat tham cau nguyén, mong
cho Tiéu Ky mau mau tGi.

Chiéu theo tinh toan ctia Bang Quy, gio khac nay hon nam tram ky binh
da xuat thanh, doc dwong day 1én khoi bao dong, 14y canh cay budc vao
dudi ngwa, chay ra cach thanh mot dam, vé ngwa dap cat bui tung bay day
troi, mot dwong khéi bdo dong cuén cudn, bui mu kéo dai. Quan coi gitt
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trong thanh xwa nay kinh sg uy danh Dy Chwong Vwong, chgt nghe tin
Tiéu Ky dich than dan dai quan dén at la mat hon lac via, lai chinh mat
trong thay ctra bac bi pha, ngoai thanh bui mu ngat troi, dwdi sac troi toi
thuc giong nhu thién quan van ma ménh méng cuon cudén kéo dén, nao co
tam tu lo la that hay gia — qua nhién chwa qua ntta canh gio, cita dong, ctra
tay lan lwgt truyén dén tiéng ken 1énh tram thap, quan coi gitt hai noi khong
chiém ty tan, déu bi Kiém Lién bat.

Tinh trang hon loan trong thanh ngay cang nghiém trong, anh Itta hun
héng ntra bau troi, khoi dac boc 1én, tira nhw nhitng con ran den 16n dang
cuon minh.

Huy Chau lic nay sinh bién, toan thanh anh It¥a cao ngut, khoi dac che
lap mat troi, chac la Kién Trit vieong bén kia bo song cling c6 thé nhin thay.

Han c6 thé sé khong tin twdng dai quan Tiéu Ky cong thanh, néu khong
Itra duwgc tén cao gia nay, quan can virong van kién quyét viegt song thi phai
lam sao day? Long ban tay cta t6i toan mo6 hoi lanh, ngay ca khi da trai qua
nhiéu hiém canh sinh ti, nhwng doi mat véi toa thanh gié Itva, 4c chién sap
t@i, t6i van nhin khong dwgc ma toan than rét lanh.

Chot nghe phia sau c6 am thanh nghen ngao, t6i quay dau lai, thdy Ngoc
T1 sac mat tai nhgt, dwa tay lau nwéc mat.

“Nguoi s cai gi?”, t6i gian tai mat, anh mat cham rai dao qua nhém ho
vé mang nhung trang truong kiém phia sau, nhin Ngoc Tu tram giong noi,
“Noi nay khong danh cho cho ké nhat gan yéu dudi, ching tudng si liéu
chét quén minh, moéi ngwai déu la diing si dich thure, c6 thé cung bon ho
dong sinh cong tr 1a vinh quang cta nguoi”.

Ca dam thi vé phia sau déu 16 vé cam déng, Ngoc Tt quy rap xudng dat,
“NO ty biét sai r6i”.
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No6i cho cuing nang ciing chi la dita nhé mwdi lam tudi, nhw thé nay da
duwgc coi 1a vo cung diing cam r6i. T6i cling khong danh long, diu nét mat,
dwa tay do nang day, “Cac twdng si dang liéfu mang chém giét, ta khong
muon thdy bat luan ké nao roi nwdc mat vao thoi khac nay”.

Ngoc Tt nwdc mat con lung trong, run giong noi: “No6 ty khong sg, nd ty
chi sg dam ngudi Tong twéng quan gap nguy hiém”.

C0 bé nay c6 mot doi mat to tron sang ruc tran day vé quan tam cung lo
sg. Long toi mang cam giac dy ndy, nhat thoi hiéu ro dugce, néu doi lai la
Tiéu Ky ra tran, toi cling chwa chac c6 thé trdn dinh nhu thé.

Trudc mat mo ho hién 1én anh mat ung dung kiéu ngao cta Tiéu Ky...
Trong long bong nhuw dugc tiép thém sitc manh, lam tinh than t6i thanh
than.

T6i nhin thang Ngoc Td, quyét dinh mé miéng néi, “Bon ho déu la
nhitng chién si diing manh nhat, nhat dinh sé binh an tré lai v4i ching ta”.

L&i cua t6i con chuwa ditt, phia nam ngoai thanh da truyén dén tiéng ken
tran hung hon, &m thanh kia phéng lén cao, nhw lam nitt cad khoang khong,
ngay sau do la vo van tiéng trong cung doi lai, tiéng dong rung chuyén mat
dat cuon cudn téi, thanh thé chita sat khi rung troi.

Han la Tong Hoai n da doat dugc dai doanh, theo wéc dinh trudc dd, toan
quan sé danh vang tréng tran, théi kén lénh, thi uy v6i Kién Trit Vwong bén
kia song.

To6i dirng & trén lau cao, nhat thoi chan dong, nam chat lan can, khong
thé tin dwgc moi chuyén c6 thé thuan lgi nhw vay.

Ngoc Tu bat chap 1é ché kéo ong tay o t6i, lién tuc héi, “Vuong phi
nguoi nghe! B4! Bén doé thé nao?”.
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To6i chi nhéch moi khong ddm m@ miéng, chira nghe dwgc tin titc do
chinh miéng ngudi truyén tin dwva tdi, toi chwa dam dat hy vong.

Thoi gian ntra tuan hwong dgi chd dai dang dac duwdng nhw lam hao tén
toan bo dinh luc cua toi.

“Bao!!!”.

Mot thi vé chay voi Ién, “Thit st Huy Chau Ngo6 Khiém da chét, toan bo
twéng linh virt gidp quy hang, nguwdi & bon phia ctra thanh déu bi bat, hai vi
twéng quan Tong, Kiém da tiép chuwong quan Huy Chau, Bang dai nhan
dang dan quan vé hanh quan!”.

Ngoc Tt nhay dung 1én, quén hét 1é tiét vui ming kéu, “Cam on troi dat,
cam on troi dat!”.

Bon thi vé phia sau hoan ho nhw sdm day, vé phan chan va hung phan
biéu hién hét qua 10i ndi.

“Rat tot, chuan bi xa gia vao thanh”. T6i mim cwdi gat dau, c6 gang kim
nén sy kich dong trong long, khong dé cho giong ndi biéu 16 nira phan run
ray.

Xoay nguoi nhin 1én bau troi, toi nham mat lai, trong long lap lai 10i
Ngoc Tt mdi vira néi, han khong thé 1ap titc quy xuéng khau ta trdi xanh
da gidp do.

Khi Bang Quy chay vé tdi hanh quan, mwa rét cudc cling bat dau roi
xuong tam ta.

T6i nhanh chéng ty tay d& han 1én treée khi han chuan bi quy xuéng,
mim cwoi giri 10i ta on t6i han cing cac diing si 40 dam mau phia sau.
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Bang Quy bo quén mii giap, hung hang gat nwéc mwa trén mat, cuwoi
vang noi, “Ntra doi lam 4m nhan, hom nay c6 thé cung hai vi twéng quan
xung phong tran tién, thodi mai chém giét mdot hoi la diéu rat may man ma
thudc ha c6 dugc doi nay”.

Nguoi diing cdm nhw thé, dang tiéc lai la &m nhan, nhat dinh ca doi
khong thay mat trgi. Toi cham chd nhin Bang Quy, mim cwoi n6i, “Néu vay
thi theo ta quay vé kinh, tir nay vé sau di theo duwéi truéng Dy Chuong
Vuwong, nguwoi c6 bang long hay khong?”.

Bang Quy khong hé phan doi, quy xuong, “Thudc ha than la &m nhan, da
tirng chiu an hué Vuong thi, thé nguyén trung thanh, du chét cting khong
thay long”.

To6i ngan ra, cam thay bu6n ba, bong nhién thay doi y nghi lai phuc hoi
tinh than, “Nhw vay néu di theo ta thi sao?”.

“Chi sg Vwong phi du6i!”, Bang Quy ngang dau, anh mat sang ngoi, 10
ra nét mim cuoi.

Nhin thdy Bang Quy va nhém am nhan dong nghin nghit dang quy phia
sau han, gio khac nay t6i dot nhién hodng sg — Vuong thi ngay xwa mot
sang mot toi, hai thé lyc 16n trong triéu va ngoai triéu, lan lwgt do phu than
cung thiic phu nam git*, ma nay toi lai bi thoi thé x6 day giong bon ho tredc
kia, 1an dau tién thay thé quyén uy cta cac bac cha cha. Cai toi tiép quan
khong chi 1a sinh t& van ménh nhitng ngudi tredc mat, ma con cé long
trung thanh ctua bon ho v6i ho Vuong.

Chi la théem mot y niém ma thoi ma lai nhw c6 sttc manh 16n tran vao,
khién long da tré nén citng ran hon.

Xa gia cung thi ve tuy tung di xuyén trong thanh, dan chung hai béen
dwong déu kinh hoang chay tron, khong kéo nhau xim dong lai xem nhw
hom qua nita.
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Toan thanh dé phong sam nghiém, trdi qua mot hoi bién loan kinh hoang,
Huy Chau gio la 1ong ngwdi hodng sg — cac nha giau déu mang hét do dac
chay ra khéi thanh, dan chiing binh thwong khong thé roi nha di thi nong
long tich trit lwong thue, phong ngtra chién tranh lai no ra.

Trén dwong co6 khi con thay binh linh coi gitt thtra dip nhiéu loan dan.
Hom qua van la Huy Chau phon hoa thinh virgng, sau mot dém da bién
thanh trang canh thé lvong dén vay.

Toi budong rem, khong danh 1ong nhin lai.
Xa gia tdi trede pha Thit sw, roi vao trong tam mat la mét dong hon don.

Trén thém da tredc ctra con lwu lai vét mau chwa riva, mo ho cé thé thay
dugce canh hon chién tham thiét dém qua. Trwdc san cong van sach vo tan
loan khap noi, cling chang thdy mot t6i td ty nit nao, noi noi la binh linh
madc do gidp deo boi dao vay nuwdc quét don.

Tong Hoai n mang theo quan vién 16n nhé ctia Huy Chau ra don, ching
van vo0 twéng déu la nhitng nguoi da tirng gap qua & Huy Chau khi xwa, Idc
ay thwvong mé yén tiéc, dwong nhién khong thé thiéu ngwoi dén nghénh
phung. Noi t6i di qua, moi ngwdi déu cdi dau khong dam thé, hoang hot
giong nhw lic t6i dén Huy Chau nam do, nhung ma lic nay, tat ca di nhién
khac xa.

Tong Hoai n chwa cdi chién giap, vét thwong trén canh tay chi bang bo
qua loa, trong mat day to mau, khi phach van hao huing nhv cii.

Han bam bao gian lwgc tinh hinh chién dau, song khong nhac dén man
chém giét tham thiét ntra chi¥, chi n6i Ngé Khiém hot hodng bé trén, 1an
vao bén trong loan quan, bi ngudi cta han ban chét. Kién Trit Vwong bén
kia phdi ra hon mudi chién thuyén nho chay doc theo song diéu tra, tam
thoi khong thay dong tinh gi.
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Trong lic nhat thoi cong s ngdn ngang, toi cling am tham lo au, ma
quan lai 16n nho Huy Chau thi tinh bo nhw khong c6 gi lién quan t6i minh.

Toi dan do ba viéc quan trong phai lam. Thit nhat, 6n dinh dan tam, trudc
khi trgi toi phai binh 6n dwogc s réi loan trong thanh; thit hai, dé cao phong
tha toan thanh, tiy thdi chuan bi &ng phé véi dai quan Kién Trit Vuong;
th ba, dy trit lwong thao, chd dai quan Dy Chuong Vuong dén.

Trong phu khéng thay bong dang Kiém Lién dau, hoi dén Tong Hoai n,
lai thdy han c6 vé chan chu.

Cho céc quan lai lui ra, t6i trd lai ndoi dwong, nhiu may nhin vé phia Tong
Hoali n.

Han thap giong ndi, “Kiém thong linh dang & trong phong Ngo phu
nhan”.

T6i nhudn may, trong long cam giac cé diém xau, chi nghe han néi, “Sau
khi tin Ng6 Khiém chét dugc truyén t6i, Ngo phu nhan lién ty van”.

Thi thé Ngo phu nhan 1a chinh tay Kiém Lién mai tang.

Ba khong dé lai 16i nao, ra di rat quyét liét. Hai ngwoi thiép cua Ngo
Khiém khoéc sw6t muét, chi néi phu nhan giao tiéu thw Hué Tam ho, con
ban than tré vé trong phong, 1dy boi kiém lao gia hay dung cat c6 ty van.

Khéng ngd mot phu nhan chon khué cac, binh sinh chwa cham qua dao
kiém bao gio, lai Iwta chon phwong thitc nhw thé dé di theo trogng phu.

Toi khong co budc vao linh duwong caa ba, cting khong di dwa ba doan
dwong cudi cung — ba dwong nhién khéng muon nhin thay t6i. Hom qua
trwde khi ba roi di, 10i n6i con vang vang bén tai, tdi ti'ng ndi vGi ba, “n
twong ho khi hoan nan, ngay khac Vuwong Huyén nhat dinh sé bao dap”.
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Sv twong ho khi hoan nan cua ba doéi 1ay gia mon tham bién, bao dap caa
t0i d6 la chiéu mo divra chau ma ba van ludn l1dy lam kiéu ngao, giét chét
phu quan cta ba.

“Vwong phi, trdi da mau t6i, nguwdi ra ngoai an mot chut gi di”. Ngoc Tu
ditng bén ngoai ctra thap giong cau khan.

Toi x0 xac ngoi bén ctra s6 no6i khong nén 161, ngan ngwdi nhin chan troi
phia bac, nhin béng dém titng chat t6i dan. Khong mudn gap ai, khéng
muon ndi gi, tdi giam minh trong phong, khong cé diing khi nhin Kiém
Lién, nhin c6 gai tén Hué Tam kia. Nghe n6i Ng6 Hué Tam khoc ngat
nhiéu lan, treo c6 tu t& khéng dwoc, gio dang nam & trén givong, com nwdc
khong an.

Ngoc Tu & bén ngoai dau kho cau xin t6i m& cia. T6i di t6i clra, im lang
trong chdc lat réi mé civa ra.
“Dan ta di gap Ng6 Hué Tam”. T6i than nhién mé& miéng, Ngoc Ti kinh

ngac nhin sac mat t6i nhung khong dam khuyén can, 1ap titc xoay nguoi
dan duong.

Con chwa budc vao civa khué phong da nghe thdy tiéng khéc kem theo
tiéng do st vo tan.

Mot phu nhan voi vang ra don, do tang trang, gwong mat thanh 1€, khong
kiéu ngao khong siém ninh hanh 1€ véi t6i, ti xwng thiép than Tao thi.

Toi khong c6 1ong da nao nhiéu 161, 1ap tic di vao trong phong, nhin thay
c6 gdi nho bé tai nhot va yéu 6t dang day bat chao thi ni* dang lén ra.

Toi don lay bat chdo trong tay v gia, di dén trwdc givong nang, doi mat
cham chu nhin nang.
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Thi ty xung quanh quy xudng dat, Hué Tam rung rueng ngang dau, kinh
nghi bat dinh* nhin t6i, hai mat sung dé vi khoc.

*Kinh nghi bat dinh: ngac nhién va nghi ngo.
“Ha miéng”. T6i mic mot thia chdo, dwa dén bén moi nang.

Nang m& to hai mat trirng toi, t6i lanh luing mé& miéng, “Trong chao c6
doc, dé dva nguoi lén duong”.

Hué Tam run lén, vo ciing hodng sg, do6i moi run ray kich liét.

“Nguoi mudn chét, ta cho ngwoi vira long”. T6i manh mé dwa thia dén
giltta miéng nang.

Nang khong tw chu dugc co rum lai, khong ngirng run ray, nwéc mat rong
rong, “Nguoi la ai...?”.

Toi buéng bat xuong, cham chu nhin hai mat nang, cham rai néi, “Du
Chuong Vuong phi”.

Hai mat nang chgt md to, giong the thé néi, “La nguoi da hai chét cha
me ta!”.

Toi khong tranh, tiy y dé nang nhao 1én nam vat 4o t6i, chgt thay hoa
mat, bi nang tat mot cai 1én ma.

Ngoc Tu cung Tao thi phia sau xong len trwdc don do, toi dua tay len
ngan hai nguoi, lai bi tat thém mot cai nita, hai go ma 13p tic nong rat.

Hué Tam lai dwa tay bép co t6i, toi tranh di, giit o tay nang.

V6c ngudi caa toi da tinh 1a nho, ¢6 gai nay lai con gay hon t6i vai phan,
sttc Ivc & tay moéng manh, bi t6i gitt khong thé dong day.
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“Hai cai tat nay la ta thiéu ng mau than ngwoi”, t6i than nhién mé miéng,
“Néu nguroi mudn ti minh bao thu thi tredc tién phai séng da roi sau méi

799

noi”.
T6i budng Ngo Hué Tam ra, ditng day phay tay do bé di.
Tao thi kia di theo t0i tGi trong dinh, cui ngudi noi, “Pa ta Vuwong phi”.

“Hué Tam khong thuc l1ong mudn chét, nang con muoén séng sot”. Toi
mét moi thd dai mot tiéng, bong nhd lai diéu trede d6 Ngoc Tu da nhac,
Ng6 Hué Tam duge phu nhan Kiém Lién cham s6c... Toi nghiéng nguoi
nhin nang, “Nguoi la Kiém phu nhan?”.

Tao thi cii dau xung phai

T6i nhat thoi khong biét noi gi, tram mac mot 1at néi, “Kiém twéng quan
on cha?”.

“Pa ta Vuwong phi quan tam, nha t6i da tdi dai doanh gitip Tong Tuwdng
quan phong ngw”. Tao thi giong ndi nho nhe, hao phong ty nhién, khong
giong nit ti khué cac binh thuong. To6i gat dau noi, “Cyc kho cho twdng
quan va phu nhan roi”.

Tao thi dé mat 1én, muon néi gi do lai thoi. T6i cam thay ky quai, chuyén
mat nhin k¥ nang. Nang chan chd mot 14t, r6t cudc m@ miéng néi, “Nha toi
chi 1a thong Iinh thua vé, chitc danh hén mon, khong ddm duong noi danh
ham twéng quan”.

T6i ngo ngan, kinh ngac noéi, “Chirc vi ciia Kiém Lién sao c6 thé thap
kém nhu vay? Han khong phdi la chdu Ngo phu nhan sao?”.

Tao thi c6 chit quan bach, tram mac maot lat, giong nhw phai lay diing khi
that 16n dé cat 16i, “Nha t6i khong chiu dia vao moi quan hé, co trugng lai
chi lo bi lién luy... Nha t6i lubn muén lap cong bao qudc, nhwng nhiéu nam
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khong dwgc 1én chitc. Lan nay 6 trvgng gia nhap vao phan quan, nha t6i
cling hét strc khuyén can. May sao c6 Vwong phi vao thanh, cudéi cung nha
t0i cling ghim cwong tredc b viee*, chua tao thanh sai 1am 16n. Thiép than
mac du ngu mudi, cling biét ngya tot gap Ba Nhac*, lwong twdéng can gap
dwgc minh quan. Khan cau Vwong phi néi gitp nha t6i mot tiéng, bat ké
hiém nghi, chg dé lwong twéng khong dwoc dén dap qudc gia!”. Nang néi
mot mach, hai ma do 1én, quy triudc mat t6i, “Thiép than xin khiu ta Vwong
phi & day!”.

*Ghim cwong trede bo viee: v néi dirng lai ding lic, chuyén huéng di
theo con duwong dung.

*Ba Nhac: ho Tén tén Duong, song vao thoi Xuan Thu, la ngudi rat biét
xem twéng ngwa, cham nudi ngya va con ca mét quyén Ma kinh (Kinh dién
Ve ngwa) con truyén ¢ doi. Cau néi “Nguwa tot gap Ba Nhac” y chi ngudi tai
phai gap ding ngudi biét trong dung méi c6 co hoi dwgc phat huy hét kha
nang.

Loi noi tuy xuat phat tir tw tdm, chi lo Kiém Lién than la ké dau hang sé
bi ngwoi khac coi thwong cho nén méi cau tinh... Song 10i nang noi cling la
chan thanh, khéng cé niva phan ninh ho6t. Nhin tudi nang xap xi ca ca, tam
co gan da sang sudt khong thua dang nam nhi khién t6i ndy sinh long kinh
né, voi tv tay do nang day.

“Kiém Lién c6 hién thé thé nay, c6 thé thady dugc han khéng phai la
lwong twdng thi cling la nguwoi co phuc”. Toi nhin nang, nhwéng may cuoi,
bat gidc c6 cam giac than thiét, “Vwong Huyén tudi tré kién thitc nong can,
néu Kiém phu nhan khong ché thi bat ctr lic nao cling c6 thé tdi gap, ta
cung ban sy vu”.

Tao thi mirng r&, voi quy goi.

Ban dém, t6i tran troc khong nga dugrc.
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Tong Hoai n c6 y muon t6i ti hanh quan chuyén vao phu Thit st, tuy la
tht vé sam nghiém, an toan khong lo, nhuwng t6i vira nham mat la nhd lai
Ng6 phu nhan, nhé t6i Hué Tam, lam sao con c6 thé ngt yén? Dém cang
lic cang khuya, t6i van khong hé buon ngu, danh khoac do choang vao,
ding 1én di ra khoi dinh vién.

Bau troi dém t6i den, khong thdy mot chit anh trang, chi mo ho cé thé
thdy duoc linh gac dém voi vang di lai tuan tra dau twong thanh dwéi anh
Itra xa xa phia chan troi. T6i chi dan theo vai thi nit tri'c dém, khong cé goi
Ngoc T4, nang da may ngay kinh hai mét khong chiu néi, tré vé phong la
ngu say.

Litng thitng di dén ctra nodi vién, chgt thay ngoai vién dén dudc sang
trurng, van c6 quan si ban ron ra vao phu.

To6i lang yén di tGi sanh, bao thi vé gac ctra khong can lén tiéng. Chi thay
trong sanh c6 vai vi gido twéng dang vay quanh trede du do, ngwoi ditng &
chinh gitra 1a Tong Hoai n. Han da thay mot tdim 4o bao lam, duwgi dnh nén
chiéu cang 16 ro vé tudn tu, 16i néi ci chi thong dong kién dinh, an c6
phong do cua mot dai twéng.

Nghi dén nam dé6 lic Tiéu Ky con 1a thiéu nién han ciing c6 khi phach
hao hung nhu vay.

To6i lang lang ditng d6 mot Idc 1au, han cling khong phat hién, chi chuyén
chi no6i cach bd tri binh lyc phong ngy véi nhitng ngwoi khac. Long toi

tham vui mirng, xoay ngudi dang muon roi di lai nghe phia sau c6 nguoi
kinh ngac noi, “Vuong phi!”.

Quay dau lai, Téng Hoai n bong nhién ngang dau, binh tinh nhin lai toi.

“Gio da muon roi, néu khong c6 quan vu khan cdp, chw vi nén sém hoi
phu nghi ngoi di”. Toi di vao trong sanh, nhe nhang cwdi néi véi moi
nguoi.
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Tong Hoai n gat dau cwdi mot tiéng, theo 10i cho moi nguwdi nghi.

Toi tirng buwdc thong tha tdi trde dia do, han tram madc theo sat phia sau,
van duy tri khodng cach vai thuwdc, trede sau luon kinh can.

“Thuong thé ctia nguoi thé nao r6i?”. Téi mim cwdi ngoanh lai.

Han cui dau néi, “Pa khong con dang ngai, chi la vét thwong ngoai da
thit, da ta Vuong phi lo lang”.

Thay than sac han c6 vé mat ty nhién, t6i khong khoi bat cudi, “Hoai n,
vl sao noi chuyeén v@i ta ma nhv gap dai dich vay?”.

Han chgt ngan ngo, giong nhu bi cau néi dua cua t6i lam kinh sg, hai tai
bét gidc dé birng.

Thay han xdu ho nhuw thé, t6i cling khong dam néi dua nita, ho nhe mot
tiéng, nghiém mat néi, “Theo tinh hinh trdc mat, ngwoi néi Kién Tri
Vuwong liéu c6é qua song trude khong?”.

Than sac Tong Hoai n c6 chit hodng hot, sttng s6t mot 1at maéi hoi dap,
“Hom nay Huy Chau dai loan, khoi Itta n6i 1én bén phia, Kién Trit Vuong
Xtra nay can than da nghi, thay tinh hinh nhw vay, chac sé khong dam tuy
tién qua song. Co diéu, thudc ha lo lang thoi gian cang dai cang lam han
kha nghi”.

Toi gat dau ndi, “Dung vay, néu qua that dai quan c6 dén, nhat dinh sé
khong tht thanh khong ra. Cang an binh bat dong, cang 16 ra so hd, sém
muon cting bi han tim dwgc manh mai”.

“Vuwong gia da nhan dwgc tin bdo, néu nhw dwong xa thuan lgi, khong
qua nam ngay co thé dén kip”. Tong Hoai n nhiu may, “Phai lam sao dé kéo
dai qua nam ngay, do la diém mau chot. Kiém Lién da theo ké dem soai ky
Dv Chrong Vwong cam ¢ dau twong thanh, dai doanh déng quan thém
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nhiéu bép nau dé tang khoi bép, ngay dém tuan tra khong nghi, gia thanh
thé dai quan vao thanh... Du vay, thudc ha thdy nhiéu nhat cling chi c6 thé
kéo dai dugc ba ngay”.

To6i tram mdc, trong 1ong sém da c6 su chuan bi, tinh huéng xau nhat la
phai dong dao binh.

“Néi nhu vay, ba ngay sau, khong thé tranh khoi mot cude ac chién?”.
T6i nghiém nghi nhin vé phia han.

Tong Hoai n ditt khoat gat dau, “Ching ta it nhat van can tha vitng hai
ngay, khién Kién Trit Vwong phai ¢ ngoai thanh, chd Vwong gia tdi”.

T6i nhiu may cham rai noi, “Binh lyc Huy Chau khong du, quan coi gitr
thanh xwa nay quen nhan nha, bai hoai thanh tinh, thao luyén so sai, lai co
nguoi long khong kién dinh... Néu kién quyét hgp lai, ta e khong tha dugc
qua hai ngay”.

“Ngan khong dugc ciing phai ngan!”, Téng Hoai n nguwdc mat lén, day
mat tira nhw dong bang, “Thudc ha da truyén 1énh toan quan, mot khi thanh
bi ph4, ta lién phong héa dot thanh, dai quan coi gitt toan thanh, ngudi gia,
phu ni* va tré em cung phan quan dong tang*!”.

*Pong tang: chét chung.
T6i chan dong, hoang sg nhin han, mét hoi lau khong no6i nén 10i.
Han nghiém nghi nhin t6i, chdm rai néi, “Tinh hinh da thé nay, danh phai

dap noi dim thuyén, gio khong con dwong lui nita, chi c6 thé 1ay tinh mang
ra chién dau!”.
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Ngo Khiém oan han roi di, lvu lai thu vé nghiem ngat, vay chat toi ben
trong hanh quén, noi noi déu c6 binh si tuan tra.

T6i ngoi yén lang rat lau, khong nhic nhich, toan than ciing do.

“Vuong phi, tay nguoi chdy mau!”, Ngoc Tu sg hai kéu lén, danh thic
toi t* trong con hodng hét. Cui dau nhin thay long ban tay ri méu, han la bi
mong tay gdy dam rach, toi lai vo tw khong thay dau dén. Ngoc Tu cam tay
toi 1én, vOi vang quay dau goi ngudi toi.

Ng6 chirng vét thiwong trén tay, mau mau dé sam kia khién t6i cam thay
choi mat. Loi vira roi cia Ngo Khiém van con quanh quan bén tai. Gia nhw
ding nhv 161 han n6i, Kién Trit Vwong ty minh dan quan tién phong bat
ngo tap kich Huy Chau, cat dit con dwong thong tGi kinh thanh, phuc kich
Tiéu Ky... Cho du vé sau Tiéu Ky cé danh bai duwgc quan tién phong cta
Kién Trit Vuong di nita, dai quan bi ngan tré & day mot ngay, phu than &
trong kinh sé nguy hiém thém mét ngay. S& Chau gap phai ba mat giap
cong, kho c6 thé cam lau, mot khi Lwong Quan that tha, Tiéu Ky chwa kip
tGi... Phu than, co c6, thic phu, ca ca, than nhan cta t6i déu c6 thé gap tai
hoa ngap dau!

Toi chi caAm thady mo hoi lanh dan ri ra, can chat moi cing khong ngan
dwoc su lanh 1€o noi day long.

Tay chan gia nhw bang, trong con khiing hoang, dau t6i xudt hién mét y
niém — khong thé ngoi nhin bon chiing nguy hai than nhan ctia minh, vo
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luan nhuw thé nao ciing khéng dwgc... T6i mudn di tim Tiéu Ky, tim chang
clu nguoi than cuaa toi!

T6i bong nhién ditng day, hat tay Ngoc Tt ra, ving chay tdi trudce cia,
lai bi binh si & ngoai ngan lai.

Ngoc Tt sg hai dudi theo, 6m chat 1ay t6i. Chan t6i mém nhiin, trieéc mat
bién thanh mau den, sy cang thang bam du6i nhw roi xuéng vye sau, hoang
hot nghe dugc tiéng Ngoc Tu goi t6i, lai khong cé khi lwc dap lai nang...

Phang phat nhw qua mot hoi lau, t6i nghe thay tiéng khoc cua mot phu
nhan. T6i hoang hot cho 1a mau than.

“Pang thuong nang, rot cudc van la diva tré”, giong ndi thuwong x6t kia
nghe c6 chit quen thudc, nhung khong phai mau than.

Mot doi tay mém mai dat trén tran toi, trong long t6i canh giac, birng mé
mat ra, gitt chat c6 tay nguoi do.

Nguwoi dé kinh hai nhdy dung 1én, gan nhuw dung roi chén thudc trong tay
Ngoc Tu ¢ phia sau.

“Vuong phi da tinh!”, Ngoc Tu vui mung chay voi tdi trudc givong,
“Vuong phi, la Ngo phu nhan tGi tham nguoi!”.

Pau t6i dau t¢i mudn nit ra, than tri u mé, gang sitc chong nguwdi day,
binh tinh nhin phu nhan kia chéc 1at méi nhan ra qua thyc 1a Ng6 phu nhan.

Ngoc Tt voi vang do 1ay toi, “Nguwdi doa chét n ty roi, may cé phu nhan
kip thoi moi dai phu dén. Dai phu néi la gap phai gié lanh, nhat thoi tic
gian qua nén ngat, khong c6 gi dang ngai. Ngudi lic nay van con dang sot,
mau nam xuéng di!”.
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Ng6 phu nhan dang kinh ngac nhin t6i chgt khuyu chan quy xuéng,
nghen giong noi, “Lao than dang chét, lao than that c6 16i v6i Vuwong phi!”.

Nhin ba téc hoa ram, t6i nhé lai nhitng ngay con ¢ Huy Chau, ba rat an
can cham séc t6i. Lic dé toi chi cam thay sy san s6c dé 1a cé toan tinh,
hom nay khi t6i bi bat gitt, khong ngo ba van trung hau déi dai nhw vay,
qua nhién trong lic hoan nan méi biét long nguwoi.

To6i goi Ngoc Tu do ba day, ba lai khong chiu ditng 1én, van roi nwdc mat
khau dau bén dudi.

To6i tha dai, ditng day xuong dat, chan tran di téi do ba.

Ba than thé manh khée, t6i nhat thoi khong do 1én dugc, toan than bun
run vo lwc, khong khoi tya trén ngwoi ba. Ba khong chit nghi nggi om toi
vao trong nguc, t6i cling nhe nhang 6ém 1ay ba. Vong tay mém mai am ap
nay, hoi thé nhan nhat mui huan hwong trén do khién t6i c6 cdm giac nhw
trd lai bén mau than. Khong ai 1én tiéng, chi lang lang 6m, Ngoc Tu ditng
mot bén nwdc mat 13 cha.

Mot hoi sau, t6i nhe nhang lui ra, diu dang néi, “Ng6 phu nhan, tinh
nghia ctia nguwoi, Vuong Huyén khac sau trong long khéng dam quén. Sac
troi da toi, ngudi nén trd vé pha di, khong can téi tham nita, tranh cho Ngo
dai nhan khong vui”.

Ba dm dam cui dau néi: “Thuc khong dam giau diém, lao than la gat lao
gia mot minh t6i, 1do gia...”.

“Ta hiéu dugc”, to6i mim cuwdi gat dau, dé Ngoc T do toi ditng day, cling
dd Ngo phu nhan day.

Toi lui mot buwdc, vén do hanh dai 1é va4i ba.
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Ng6 phu nhan sg dén ludng cudng chan tay, toi ngwdc mat nhin thang ba,
“n twong ho khi hoan nan, ngay khac Vwong Huyén nhat dinh sé bao dap”.

Ba lai thon thitc roi 1€, sau d6 buén ba tam biét t6i. T6i mim cudi gat
dau, dwa mat nhin mai t6c hoa ram ctia ba. Khong biét lan gap sau sé 1a khi
nao. Pang muon nhac ba bao trong lai nghe thay phia ngoai phong co
nguoi thap giong thic giuc: “Co, khong con sém nita, c6 tregng dai nhan
sap ve phu roi!”.

Sac mat Ngo phu nhan khé bién, voi va hanh 1€ véi t6i roi xoay ngudi roi
di.

Toi kinh ngac no6i: “Ngoai cwa la ai?”.

“Vuong phi dung lo, do la dia chau rudt cua lao than”, Ngo phu nhan
vOi noi, “Lao gia cho né trong chirng hanh quan, diva bé nay tam dia rat tot,
lu6n ludn kinh trong Vuong gia, tuyét doi sé khong lam kho Vwong phi.

Lao than da dan do no6 roi, nhat dinh khong dwgc lam khé Vwong phi. ..
Lao than vo nang, chi giup duwgc Vuong phi chut sitc mon”.

Nhin Ng6 phu nhan au sau tredc mat, trong dau téi chot 16e 1én mot tia
sang, mot thoang roi bién mat, twa nhw nhd lai dugc cai gi do.

“Chau ctia phu nhan cé phai la ngudi ma triede kia phu nhan tirng nhac
tGi, Kiém...”, t6i nhiu may suy nghi, “Kiém...”.

“Kiém Lién!”, Ng6 phu nhan vui vé néi, “Chinh la Kiém Lién, khong
ngd Vuong phi con nhé tGi dita tré ngoc nay”.

T6i mim cwdi, choang ngoai bao dich than tién ba ra ctra.

Thu vé khap noi qua nhién da lui ra ngoai cac hanh lang, chi c6 mot
thanh nién cao rdo ditng canh truréc cira, thay ching t6i ra ngoai thi cuéng
quyt khom nguoi cii dau. To6i binh than giao Ngd phu nhan cho nguwoi bén
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canh han, giwvong mat nhin k¥, bat giac bat cudi — “dia tré ngoc” trong
miéng Ngd phu nhéan nay chi e la con nhiéu tu6i hon t6i, nguwdi khoi ngo,
may ram mat ho, c6 twéng trung hau.

Pua mat nhin Kiém Lién ho tong Ngo phu nhan di xa, t6i van ditng &
ctra, hoi 1au mdi thay han sai buwdc quay vé. Xa xa thay toi, han dirng chan
khom ngwdoi. T6i nhin tréi lai phai, roi gat dau vdi han. Kiém Lién chan cht
mot chuit, téi gan hanh 1€, n6i: “Mat twéng Kiém Lién tham kién Vwong
phi!”.

Thu vé hai phia van dang di lai tuan tra, t6i than nhién noéi, “Vira r6i Ngo
phu nhan danh roi do, nguoi di theo ta!”.

Drtt 101 t6i xoay nguoi tryc tiép di vao trong phong, Kiém Lién v0i vang
goi hai tiéng, khong thay t6i dirng buéc, chi danh phai theo vao.

Di vao tdi tam rém trwdc ndi that, han dirng bwdc khong tién 1én nita,
dirng bén ngoai ling ting ma miéng: “Noi Vuong phi ngu, mat twéng
khong dam ty y vao”.

To6i thao chiéc vong tay ngoc trai phi thiy xudng, dé Ngoc Tu cam ra
ngoai. Cach tdm rem, chi thay Kiém Lién vira nhan do, cii dau ngung than
nhin k¥, than sac da 1ap titc bién doi, mat do 1én, v4i vang quy xuéng: “E la
Vuwong phi c6 chit nham lan, do nay la vat hoang gia, gia tri lién thanh, c6
c6 at khong thé c6”.

Toi mim cuwoi: “That sao? Vay thi dwa cho ton phu nhan di”.

Kiém Lién c6 vé quan bach, “Mat twdng khong dam, da ta thinh tinh cua
Vwong phi, moi Vweong phi thu lai vat nay”.

T6i van mim cuwdi, “Pay la vat nam xwa Minh Chiéu Hoang hau ngy
dung, thé gian chi c6 duy nhat mot bo, gia tri dau chi cé la lién thanh”.
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Kiém Lién khong chit nghi nggi, giong n6i da c6 phan ham chita tic
gian, 16n tiéng néi va4i toi: “Moi Vuong phi thu lai”.

T6i dwa mat nhin vé mat kién cuwong ctua han, trong long hiéu ro.

“Ng0 phu nhan néi khong sai, Kiém tuwdng quan qua nhién la quan t 16i
lac”, t6i vén rém ra, mim cwdi ditng tredc mat han. Kiém Lién ngo ngan,
anh mat sang ngoi, lic nay méi thd phao nhe nhdm giao vong tay cho Ngoc
T

“Vwong phi khen nham, mat twéng then khong dam nhan”. Han cui dau
hanh 1€ véi toi, thap giong ndi, “Vwong phi khéng can lo lang, mat twéng
mac du dia vi thap sttc lwvc méng nhung sé doc hét kha nang bao vé s an
toan cua Vuong phi”.

“That sao?”, t0i cudi cwoi, dot nhién gian tai mat, “Nguoi than la twong
linh triéu dinh, ma khong cong hién vi nwdc, ngwoc lai gia nhap vao quan
phan loan, do la bat trung; da dau quan cho Ng6 Khiém ma con lam trai
quan lénh, am tham bao vé ta, day la bat nghia. Puong dudng nam nhi bay
thwdc, mot than day ban linh, tai sao lai lam chuyén bat trung bat nghia?”.

Loi téi chuwa dit, sac mat Kiém Lién da s6m dai bién, gan xanh trén tran
noi rd, gwong mat doé 1én.

Ngoc Tt kinh hai t6i xanh ca mat, lién tuc dung anh mat nhac nhdé téi
dung choc gian Kiém Lién, con lam dong tac thé hién sé nguy hiém. Toi
lam nhw khong thay, lanh lung dwa mat nhin Kiém Lién, thay han cti dau
de chu6i kiém lai, d6t ngon tay vi dung sitc ma trang béch, ca ngudi cling
lanh cing.

Mot hoi giang co rat 1au, dai tva dém lanh.
Han khan giong m& miéng, tirng chit titng chi¥ nhw ban ra: “Vwong phi

néi khong sai, Kiém Lién chwa c6 y chi dén ng nuwdc, hanh dong cling 1a bat
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trung bat nghia, ban than dang vitt bd. Mo6i ngwdi c6 ménh riéng, hién gio
quay dau da muon, Kiém Lién khong con su lwa chon... Mong Vuong phi
th toi!”.

Loi vira néi ra, han khéng con che giau duwgce vé boi roi, voi vang ngang
dau ding day, quay ngudi sai budc di.

“Ménh do troi, viéc do ngudi, néu nhw nguoi thue sy nguyén y quay dau
lai, khong bao gi® 1a mudn”. T6i nhin bong lwng han, ti ti noi.

Buwéc chan han hoi cham lai, than hinh c6 chit sitng so.

“Dy Churong Vuong trong dung ngudi tai, khong dé y t6i xuat than, tudn
kiét anh hung ho trg 1an nhau. Ngwoi & duwdi bong Ngé Khiém nhiéu nam,
dén nay van la vo tich sy...”, t6i 16n tiéng trach cit, khong cho han bat ky
con dwong phan bac nao, “Chang 18 twéng quan muwoi nam mai kiém, con
chwa sai chan ra chién tredng niva buwde da twong tan dong bao? Luc trudc
Ng6 phu nhan néi ngwoi kinh trong Dy Chwong Vwong, mong dugce dau
quan cho Dy Chuong Vuong, hién nay dai quan ciaa Dy Chuong Vuong
gdp nguy, nguoi lai muon doi dich véi Dy Chuwong Vuong sao?”.

Kiém Lién nglrng budc, bong luwng cao ngat citng ngac nhu da, nghe
dwgc cau cudi cung cua toi, vai lai cang run hon.

Néu nhu dung lgi, dung ly, dung nghia ma khong thé lam dao dong suy
nghi cua han, toi cling hét cach.

Nhin bong luwng khong nhic nhich kia, 10ng bay tay t6i khé ri mé6 hoi. Toi
biét co hoi chuyén ngwoc tinh thé nam & ngwdi nay, néu nhw lic nay khong
thé da dong han, chi sg sau nay khong con co hoi nita. Phu than da noi,
pham la nguwoi thi déu cé nhwge diém... Ma t6i khong quen khong biét
Kiém Lién nay, chi c6 nghe n6i han sung kinh Tiéu Ky, mot 1ong mudn 13p
cong vé quoc, kho ndi ¢ tai nhung khong gap thoi. Pay la nhwgc diém cua
han, la cai duy nhat t6i c6 thé danh bai.
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Toi tha dai, “Thanh ma thanh Phat, hoac 1ay hoac bo, chi & mot suy nghi
ma tho6i”.

“Rac” mot tiéng, chudi kiém nhu thé do bi han nam 1ay qua sitc ma gay,
tiéng vang nay khién toi ca kinh.

Kiém Lién xoay ngudi, binh tinh nhin lai t6i, t6i chdn dong, c6 hong c6
chut nghen.

Phang phat nhw day cung kéo cang dwgc budng ra, long t6i tha 16ng,
nhung mo hoi lanh phia sau lwng lai w6t tham quan 4o.

“Ta chi néi dugc dén thé, Kiém Twéng quan tw thu xép cho 6n”, t6i hoi
ha thap nguwoi, xoay minh tién vao phia sau rém, dé lai han ngdy nguoi tai
cho.

Di vao bén trong, toi v0i vang 6m ngurc, chi sg hoi thd don dap sé dé 1o
st lo lang ctia minh.

Qua mot hoi 1au td6i mdi nghe thay tiéng budc chan nang né ra khéi
phong, dan dan di xa, ngay ca 10i cao lui cling quén luén. Toi dwa binh
phong, Itic nay mdi thé dai mot hoi, cwdi mot tiéng véi Ngoc Td, “Co 1€
ching ta dugc cttu r6i”.

Ngoc Tt lién tuc vo nguc, “Doa chét ngwoi, Vuong phi... ngudi sao c
thé ca gan nhu vy, néu nhu lam han tré mat thi sao?”.

To6i thd dai: “Du sao cling da dén duwong cung, khong bang budng tay
danh cwgc mot lan”.

“Nguoi do co6 thye sy dang tin?”, Ngoc Tu lo sg m& miéng, vé mat sau
kho, “Trwdc mat Tong twéng quan song chét chura rd, noi nay tinh riéng thi
nit theo hau da hon mudi nguwdi, quan coi gitt bén ngoai lai nhiéu nhw
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vay...”.
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Toi tram mdc, vira roi thit tham do thuyét phuc Kiém Lién, t6i cling
khong nam chac duwgc nira phan thang, trong 1ong ban tay chi c6 mo hoi.
Kiém Lién kia nhiéu tudi hon t0i, cling la ngudi cam quan, ha c6 thé bi mot
co gai nho nhé da dong, dau thé bi vai 10i vira r6i cua téi lam thay d6i? Noi
dwra dam cta toi chi c6 hai, mot 1a han y chi khong kién dinh, hai 1a Tiéu
Ky uy danh hién héch.

Do6i v6i mot twdng linh hén mon nhiét huyét con tré tudi, cai tén Dy
Chuwong Vuong han da 1a mot than thoai khong thé dao dong.

Trwdc dé toi dung tai vat do xét, néu nhu han la ké tham lam, nhat dinh
khong thé tin twdng dugc. May ma nguwdi nay nhan pham doan hau, tam tw
kin dao, néu co6 thé cho toi st dung, han la nhan tai khoé cé dugce... Vira roi
thay han dao dong, t6i lién kip thoi dirng lai, néu nhw khuyén nhua han qua
gap, so la sé khoi ra mau thuan trong long han, bién thanh chuyén xau.

Con s6t do nhiém lanh con chwra giam, lai bi mot phen cang thang, t6i
khong khoi mét moi ra roi. Ngoc Tu voi vang gitp toéi nam ngud, con sg toi
ngu khong yén nén mang chan go6i bén ngoai vao phong trong coi.

Vira nam xuéng toi lién ngan ngo, loang thoang thdy mot con ngwa tuyét
tran tién tdi, trén lwng la cdm y thiéu nién tudn nha vui vé — ca ca dang cudi
con ngwa co co ban thudng dac y phi téi. Lai thay phu than lanh lung chap
tay néi: “Thuan phuc ngwa thi dé, thuan phuc ngudi thi khé, ngwra manh
cling nhu lwong twéng, con da ngd ra duwgce dao thuan phuc long nguai
chua?”.

Bén tai nhv mo ho nghe thdy tiéng héi ctia phu than: “Con da ngo ra
dwgc dao thuan phuc long nguwdi chwa?”.

Toi cam thiy v6 cung vui vé, dwong nhu dwgc tré lai nhitng ngay con &
nha, c6 thé kéo dng tay do cha lam niing.
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“A Vi da hiéu...”, t6i lam bam cuwdi, xoay ngudi 6m chat chan, khde mat
nhw c6 nwdc am ap, chgt roi vao giac ngu say.

Mot dém ac mong kinh tam.

Canh tw vira qua, bén tai mo ho vang lén tiéng binh dao va nhau, t6i mét
moi vui dau vao trong chan, c6 gang x6a bo do gidc ma con ac mong lwu
lai.

Dot nhién nghe dwgc tiéng md cira phong rat vang, c6 tiéng budc chan
cua thi nit 1ao ddo xong vao, kinh hoang kéu 1én, “Ngoc Td c6 nwong mau
tinh lai, c6 nguoi dang tién vao, mau goi Vuong phi, mau!!!”.

To6i cé kinh, nhac minh phuc day, 1ay ngoai bao khoac 1én.

“Vuwong phi di mau, quan phan boi téi roi, no ty bdo vé nguoi xong ra!”,
Ngoc Tt chan tran chay vao, tay cam mdt gia cam nén, khong néi 10i nao
da mudn kéo t6i chay ra bén ngoai. Bon thi nit that kinh di theo phia sau
nang, mot dam toc tai bu xu.

“V0i cai gi!”, toi quat 16n, hat tay Ngoc T ra, “Dé ta ditng vitng!”.

Mot dam hoang loan bi t6i lam cho chan dong, ditng yén co rum lai
khong biét 1am sao. Phia ngoai qua nhién c6 tiéng binh dao va cham, nghe
c6 vé khong xa, chi e sé t6i day ngay tirc khac. Trong long t6i cang thang,
gang hét sitc 6n dinh tinh than, nhanh chéng suy nghi doi sach — nguoi
danh 1én hanh quéan vao ban dém, néu khong phai giét t6i thi la cttu toi.
Trong thanh trir Ng6 Khiém ra, chwa chac khong c6 nguwdi khac muon giét
t0i. Luc nay la ban hay la dich khé phan biét, tuyét doi khong thé mao
hiém.

Toi 1ap tirc di t6i bén ctra s6, thay binh si thu vé ngoai ctra nhw gap phai
dai dich, dao kiém déu da ra khdi vé, lién quay dau lai thap giong noéi véi
moi nguwoi: “Néu nhu c6 xdy ra bién cd, ching ta thtra dip loan x6ng ra
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ngoai, doc theo hanh lang di vé phia tay, qua dinh Kinh Lan, cau Khic
Thuy, roi dai Lvu Thuong la téi ctra phu cia hanh quan, xwa nay chwa c6 ai
biét. Cac nguoi nhd 1o chwa?”.

L&i néi toi con chwa dit, tiéng kéu da vang dén ctra. Tdi nhanh nhw vay!
Chuong 21: Poat thanh
edit & beta: Tiéu Mac & Han Phong Tuyét

Ngoai ctra binh dao va cham, thu vé kéu tham lién tuc, r6i dot nhién mot
tiéng vang that 16n phat ra, anh lira 16e 1én kém theo khéi dac cuon cudn,
tiéng da vo roi day trén dat, mat dat theo d6 ma rung chuyén.

“Can than!”, Ngoc T nhao tGi bén to6i. Toi bi khdi dac lam sac néi
khong ra 101, chi thay tredc mat mo ho, tay nam chat Ngoc Th.

Dot nhién nghe thdy mot giong noéi nam t, “Thudc ha Bang Quy, tham

")

kién Quan chda!”. Trong man khéi dac chi thdy mot than anh quy mi téi
gan, quy gbi hwdng veé phia t6i. Han goi toi 1a Quan chuia, con ty bao tén
“Bang Quy” — am nhan thwong khong c6 tén, cac thu linh &m nhan déu lay
Thién can* lam t6, dia chi* lam hiéu, day qua nhién la ngudi cia minh. To6i
chgt vui mirng, thét 1én néi, “Héa ra la cac nguoi!”.

*Thién can: mudi can trong thuyét am dwong ngii hanh ctia Trung Quéc:
Giap, At Binh, Binh, Mau, Ky, Canh, Tan, Nham, Quy.

*Pia chi: muoi hai con giap ng v6i muoi hai thang trong nam theo lich
mat trang hay con goi la am lich: Ty, Sttu, Dan, Mao, Thin, Ty, Ngo, Mui,
Than, Dau, Tuat, Hoi.

Bang Quy an kiém*, “Viéc nay khong nén cham tré, Tong twéng quan
dang & bén ngoai tiép tng, maoi di theo thudc ha!”.
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*An kiém: trang thai hai tay cam kiém xoay miii kiém xuéng duéi va gio
ra treéc biéu thi sy phuc tung.

Chung t0i chay ra bén ngoai can phong, mugn man dem day khoi, bl mat
di theo &m nhan x6ng thang t4i ctra ndi vién.

Ngoai ctra 16n, d6i tha vé dang giao chién vdi hon tram ngudi do giap
tinh nhué, ngwoi dan dau ding la Téng Hoai n.

Phia sau chung t6i la anh Itra bap bung, tiéng buwéc chan rung chuyén mat
dat. Pang c6 dai doi truy binh téi.

Bang Quy hét 16n, “Vuwong phi da dugc cttu ra, Tong twéng quan ho tong
Vwong phi di tredc, ta can phia sau!”.

Tong Hoai n giuc ngwa vot ra khéi vong vay, cui nguoi kéo toi 1én ngua,
om chat 14y t6i, ngwa huwéng vé phia ngoai phong di. Trén canh tay han c6
mot thit am ap tham wdt do t6i, 1a mau twoi 6 at chay ra tw vét thwong. Toi
khong chit nghi nggi, cuéng quyt lay tay de chat vao cho bi thuong dé cam
mau.

“Vo ich th6i”. Han ddo tay dam thanh tredng kich ra phia tridc nguwa,
can rang thé doc, run giong néi véi toi, “Vwong phi dirng nén lam ban tay”.

Loi nay khién long t6i dau x6t. Mat nhin nhitng nam nhén tot nay vi
minh ma liéu mang do6 mau, dao kiém mac du khong chém lén ngudi toi,
nhwng lai nhw ghi tam khac cot, t6i han khong thé 1ap tic bat bon han dirng
tay.

“Dung tay!!!”.

Bong nhién mot tiéng gao to vang tgi tir phia sau.
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Ca kinh quay dau, chi thay Kiém Lién cam dao givong thang, nghiém
nghi ditng cach hon muoi trugng, dai doi binh linh phia sau dan tran dia
san sang don quan dich, cung né 1én day, thirong kich san sat, dudc trong
tay anh 1én dé ruc khong trung, dao kiém giap tru téa han quang rang r&
khién ngudi ta hoa mat.

Hoi thé Tong Hoai n phia sau tram xuong, cham rai 6m chat 1ay toi,
givong kiém & phia trudc, tap trung tinh than dé phong.

Pam nguoi Bang Quy mau le tu lai tao phién tran*, che & tredc ngua
chuing t0i, hai phe da chém giét dén dé mat déu ngirng tay, tao ra thé giang
co.

*Phién tran: tran thé hinh quat.
Long t6i chgt cang thang, ngung than nhin vé phia Kiém Lién.

Anh Iira ritng ruc, chiu khudn mét hén lic t6i lic sang. Gié dém tran
day mui diém sinh va nhya thong, ngam gidu trong dé mui tanh ctia mau.

Tong Hoai n cham rai dua tay xuong, lang 1€ nam ldy cung tén bén hong.

“So bong sg gié maot hoi, héa ra 1a huynh dé cia minh”. Kiém Lién than
nhién m& miéng, gio kiém phéat 1énh, “Cho di!”.

L&i néi vira cat 1én, tat cd moi nguwoi déu chan dong. Tong Hoai n cling
ngac nhién, chi c6 to6i nhe nhang thé ra that dai.

Sau khi ditng thang bat dong trong choc 1at, quan coi gilt ngoai ctra nhat

té lui ra phia sau, dao kiém tra vao vo, thwong kich rit vé, tao mot 16i di &
gitra.

Bang Quy quay dau nhin Tong Hoai n, &nh mat trao d6i v6i nhau. T6i
néi khé véi Téng Hoai n, “Nguwdi nay co thé tin”.
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Tong Hoai n nhe gat dau, hwéng vé phia Kiém Lién cat cao giong noi,
“Pa ta”-

Kiém Lién gat dau lién tuc, canh tay vung lén, “Doc dudong can than”.
Han nhin lai ching t6i, trong dém t6i khong rd than sac, toi chi cam thay
han mudn noi gi dé6 ma khéng néi ra.

Bong nhién mot nguwoi ti phia sau han di ra, rat kiém chi vé hudng chiing
toi, “Bon ho la nguoi cua Dy Chueong Vuong, Vuong phi ¢ trong tay bon
ho!”.

bam nguoi Bang Quy bong nhién ca kinh. Khéng dgi chiing t6i dap lai,
Kiém Lién da no6i gian nodi, “Hon trwéng*! Nao cé cai gi Dv Chuong
Vuwong, nguwoi hoa mat con me no roi!”.

*Hon treedng: c6 thé hiéu la hé d6 nhung mang y chiri.

Pho twéng kia ghim ngua téi gan Kiém Lién hai buéc, “Hay cho mot
Kiém Lién, ddm mo6t minh tha ké dich! Ngudi dau, bat tén phan tac nay lai
cho ta!”.

Quan coi gitt moi noi khong hé cé dong tinh gi, tat ca kién dinh nhw sat
da, chi huéng t6i Kiém Lién.
Kiém Lién lanh lung nghiéng dau, khong néi mét 10i, vé nghiém nghi

mang dén sat khi bitc nhan.

Phé twdng kia hodng sg nhin trai nhin phai, tht sac, “Cac nguoi... Cac
ngwoi déu mudn tao phan?”.

Bong nhién mot tiéng hét vang 1én, Kiém Lién rit kiém givong cao,
chém nguai kia bay xuéng ngwa, ngay ca kéu cting khong kip kéu mot
tiéng!
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Kinh bién chi xay ra trong chdp mat, thi thé ngwoi dé lan trén mat dat
may vong roi xung quanh méi bat dau co6 tiéng trong nguc dap thinh thich.

Toi khong ngd Kiém Lién lai giét phé twdng tredc mat moi nguwdi, nhat
thoi ca kinh néi khong nén 16i. Chi thdy Kiém Lién binh tinh nhin lai
trrong kiém dinh mau trong tay, thang ngwdi im lang mot ldc 1au, sau dé
chgt ngang dau nhin chiing t6i khan giong quat, “Con khong mau di!”.

Tong Hoai n ghi cwvong ngwa, t6i chan tay han lai, “Cham da”.

Anh mét moi ngudi kho khin 18m méi tu vao toi, toi hit sdu mot hoi, cat
giong nghiem nghi nodi, “Nghich tdc Ngd6 Khiéem muu phan, pham thvgng
lam loan. Kiém Lién vi nghia diét than, trung diing dang khen; chd sau khi
dai quan Dy Churong Vuong vao thanh, dep xong loan & Huy Chau, chac
chan sé dang tiu lén triéu dinh, biéu dwong chién cong; ching twdng si c6
cong dep loan déu sé cé thudng!”.

Kiém Lién binh tinh nhin lai t6i, tya nhw ngdy nguoi ra.

Pring luc tinh thé cang thang, Téng Hoai n givong kiém chi 1én troi, cao
giong noi, “Chuing ta thé song chét di theo Dy Chwong Vuong, nguyén
trung thanh v&i hoang that, Ngd hoang van tué!”.

“Ng6 hoang van tué!”. Thiét ky tinh nhué cung ddm nguwdi Bang Quy lap
tirc quy xuong dat hudng tng.

Twdéng si coi gitt khap noi khong chan chir nita, tit ca déu quy phuc trén
mat dat hé vang van tué, am thanh vang doi bau troi dém lam t6i hoan toan
chan dong.

Kiém Lién tung minh xuéng ngwa, im lang cdi dau mot 1at, quy xudng,
“Ngo hoang van tué!”.
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Viéc nay khong nén cham tré, mot khi Ng6 Khiém biét duwgc bién co &
hanh quén, ching t6i sé mat hét co hoi ra tay truéc.

Tong Hoai n, Kiém Lién cung dam nguwdi Bang Quy hogp lai bay dai ké,
binh phan ba huwéng hanh dong.

Kiém Lién dan dau thua vé dwdi tay, thira dip doi ca tric & twong thanh,
nita dém tap kich bac mén, chia quan chiém ha hai noi phong thi yéu & hai
ctra dong va tay; Bang Quy diéu khién &m nhan mang mat ham cua toi theo
ctra bac ra khéi thanh chay t&i Ninh Soc, toc bao v6i dai quan tién phong
cua Tiéu Ky; Tong Hoai n linh nam tram tinh ky 1ap tic tién gan tGi pha
Thi¢ stt, cam chan Ngo6 Khiém, sau do sé hoi hgp v6i Kiém Lién, hwéng vé
phia dai doanh déng quan tai thanh nam cuwép 1ay binh phu, hiéu 1énh quan
coi gilt toan thanh; dong thoi, am nhan dwdi tay Bang Quy am tham 1én vao
cac nai co yéu cia Huy Chau — quan phd, phua khd, doanh trai, dot Itra moi
noi trong thanh, tung tin Dy Chwong Vwong cong thanh, lam dao dong
long quan Huy Chau, khién toan thanh roi vao hon loan.

Gio phut nay sac troi khong r6, da qua canh nam, lic moi ngudi con
chwa tinh ngg, 1a thoi khac loi 16ng nhat.

Chung t6i chi c6 m6t lan co hoi, hodc la mét kich dac thu, hoac 1a toan
quan bi diét.

Tong, Kiém, Bang ba ngudi déu ty diém binh ma, chuan bi 1én ngya.
Tong Hoai n ghim ngwa quay dau lai, an kiém nhin t6i, cdi dau.

To6i nhin gwong mat kién nghi ctia ba ngwdi trrdc mat, cti ngwsi hanh 1é
vdi ho, “Vuwong Huyén ¢ day chd ba vi binh an tré ve!”.

Hon hai tram thi vé & lai bao vé hanh quan, t6i hwéng dan Ngoc T cung
cac thi ni* cham soc binh linh bi thwong dém nay. Hét thdy bén trong hanh
quan déu dau vao day, thi vé dan tran san sang don quan dich, chi cho tin
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hiéu tr trong thanh. T6i vira m&i rdi ra tré vé phong, voi vang chuan bi riva
mat chai dau.

Uéc chirng qua thoi gian hai ba tuan hwong, thi vé bao lai, Itta trong
thanh da noi lén.

Toi voi vang di 1én dai Lwu Thwong cao nhat phia sau hanh quan, dwa
vao lan can quan sat tinh hinh trong thanh.

Huy Chau gio nay da la mot canh twgng kinh loan bi bao phu trong khoi
mu, noi noi trong thanh ddy 1én anh Iira rie, tia ndng sém dau tién phia
chan troi con chwa xuat hién da bi khoi che 1ap mat. May den nang né kéo
tGi, xem ra hom nay han sé c6 mwa tam ta.

Trwdc mat to6i mo ho hién ra canh binh ma r6i loan, ddm ngwdoi chay tron
tham thiét kéu khoc... Gio day, toan bo Huy Chau han déu da roi vao
hoang sg va hon don. Ngwoi tinh ddy sau giac ngu, vira mé mat da nhin
thay canh gidng nhu t6i dang thay, at 1a c6 cdm gidc nhw ngay tan so da
déen.

Chi choc 1at sau, tiéng kén 1énh noi 1én & phwong bac, kinh dong toan
thanh — dé la tin hiéu ching t6i wéc dinh, Kiém Lién da dac thu.

May dac phia chan trgi cang lic cang day, sac troi van den kit nhw ban
dem.

Ctra bac bi Kiém Lién chiém, &m nhan thuan 1gi phi ngwa ra khoi thanh
truyén tin. Toi nhin ra phia bac xa xa, nham mat tham cau nguyén, mong
cho Tiéu Ky mau mau tGi.

Chiéu theo tinh toan ctia Bang Quy, gio khac nay hon nam tram ky binh
da xuat thanh, doc dwong day 1én khoi bao dong, 14y canh cay budc vao
dudi ngwa, chay ra cach thanh mot dam, vé ngwa dap cat bui tung bay day
troi, mot dwong khéi bdo dong cuén cudn, bui mu kéo dai. Quan coi gitt
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trong thanh xwa nay kinh sg uy danh Dy Chwong Vwong, chgt nghe tin
Tiéu Ky dich than dan dai quan dén at la mat hon lac via, lai chinh mat
trong thay ctra bac bi pha, ngoai thanh bui mu ngat troi, dwdi sac troi toi
thuc giong nhu thién quan van ma ménh méng cuon cudén kéo dén, nao co
tam tu lo la that hay gia — qua nhién chwa qua ntta canh gio, cita dong, ctra
tay lan lwgt truyén dén tiéng ken 1énh tram thap, quan coi gitt hai noi khong
chiém ty tan, déu bi Kiém Lién bat.

Tinh trang hon loan trong thanh ngay cang nghiém trong, anh Itta hun
héng ntra bau troi, khoi dac boc 1én, tira nhw nhitng con ran den 16n dang
cuon minh.

Huy Chau lic nay sinh bién, toan thanh anh It¥a cao ngut, khoi dac che
lap mat troi, chac la Kién Trit vieong bén kia bo song cling c6 thé nhin thay.

Han c6 thé sé khong tin twdng dai quan Tiéu Ky cong thanh, néu khong
Itra duwgc tén cao gia nay, quan can virong van kién quyét viegt song thi phai
lam sao day? Long ban tay cta t6i toan mo6 hoi lanh, ngay ca khi da trai qua
nhiéu hiém canh sinh ti, nhwng doi mat véi toa thanh gié Itva, 4c chién sap
t@i, t6i van nhin khong dwgc ma toan than rét lanh.

Chot nghe phia sau c6 am thanh nghen ngao, t6i quay dau lai, thdy Ngoc
T1 sac mat tai nhgt, dwa tay lau nwéc mat.

“Nguoi s cai gi?”, t6i gian tai mat, anh mat cham rai dao qua nhém ho
vé mang nhung trang truong kiém phia sau, nhin Ngoc Tu tram giong noi,
“Noi nay khong danh cho cho ké nhat gan yéu dudi, ching tudng si liéu
chét quén minh, moéi ngwai déu la diing si dich thure, c6 thé cung bon ho
dong sinh cong tr 1a vinh quang cta nguoi”.

Ca dam thi vé phia sau déu 16 vé cam déng, Ngoc Tt quy rap xudng dat,
“NO ty biét sai r6i”.
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No6i cho cuing nang ciing chi la dita nhé mwdi lam tudi, nhw thé nay da
duwgc coi 1a vo cung diing cam r6i. T6i cling khong danh long, diu nét mat,
dwa tay do nang day, “Cac twdng si dang liéfu mang chém giét, ta khong
muon thdy bat luan ké nao roi nwdc mat vao thoi khac nay”.

Ngoc Tt nwdc mat con lung trong, run giong noi: “No6 ty khong sg, nd ty
chi sg dam ngudi Tong twéng quan gap nguy hiém”.

C0 bé nay c6 mot doi mat to tron sang ruc tran day vé quan tam cung lo
sg. Long toi mang cam giac dy ndy, nhat thoi hiéu ro dugce, néu doi lai la
Tiéu Ky ra tran, toi cling chwa chac c6 thé trdn dinh nhu thé.

Trudc mat mo ho hién 1én anh mat ung dung kiéu ngao cta Tiéu Ky...
Trong long bong nhuw dugc tiép thém sitc manh, lam tinh than t6i thanh
than.

T6i nhin thang Ngoc Td, quyét dinh mé miéng néi, “Bon ho déu la
nhitng chién si diing manh nhat, nhat dinh sé binh an tré lai v4i ching ta”.

L&i cua t6i con chuwa ditt, phia nam ngoai thanh da truyén dén tiéng ken
tran hung hon, &m thanh kia phéng lén cao, nhw lam nitt cad khoang khong,
ngay sau do la vo van tiéng trong cung doi lai, tiéng dong rung chuyén mat
dat cuon cudn téi, thanh thé chita sat khi rung troi.

Han la Tong Hoai n da doat dugc dai doanh, theo wéc dinh trudc dd, toan
quan sé danh vang tréng tran, théi kén lénh, thi uy v6i Kién Trit Vwong bén
kia song.

To6i dirng & trén lau cao, nhat thoi chan dong, nam chat lan can, khong
thé tin dwgc moi chuyén c6 thé thuan lgi nhw vay.

Ngoc Tu bat chap 1é ché kéo ong tay o t6i, lién tuc héi, “Vuong phi
nguoi nghe! B4! Bén doé thé nao?”.
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To6i chi nhéch moi khong ddm m@ miéng, chira nghe dwgc tin titc do
chinh miéng ngudi truyén tin dwva tdi, toi chwa dam dat hy vong.

Thoi gian ntra tuan hwong dgi chd dai dang dac duwdng nhw lam hao tén
toan bo dinh luc cua toi.

“Bao!!!”.

Mot thi vé chay voi Ién, “Thit st Huy Chau Ngo6 Khiém da chét, toan bo
twéng linh virt gidp quy hang, nguwdi & bon phia ctra thanh déu bi bat, hai vi
twéng quan Tong, Kiém da tiép chuwong quan Huy Chau, Bang dai nhan
dang dan quan vé hanh quan!”.

Ngoc Tt nhay dung 1én, quén hét 1é tiét vui ming kéu, “Cam on troi dat,
cam on troi dat!”.

Bon thi vé phia sau hoan ho nhw sdm day, vé phan chan va hung phan
biéu hién hét qua 10i ndi.

“Rat tot, chuan bi xa gia vao thanh”. T6i mim cwdi gat dau, c6 gang kim
nén sy kich dong trong long, khong dé cho giong ndi biéu 16 nira phan run
ray.

Xoay nguoi nhin 1én bau troi, toi nham mat lai, trong long lap lai 10i
Ngoc Tt mdi vira néi, han khong thé 1ap titc quy xuéng khau ta trdi xanh
da gidp do.

Khi Bang Quy chay vé tdi hanh quan, mwa rét cudc cling bat dau roi
xuong tam ta.

T6i nhanh chéng ty tay d& han 1én treée khi han chuan bi quy xuéng,
mim cwoi giri 10i ta on t6i han cing cac diing si 40 dam mau phia sau.
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Bang Quy bo quén mii giap, hung hang gat nwéc mwa trén mat, cuwoi
vang noi, “Ntra doi lam 4m nhan, hom nay c6 thé cung hai vi twéng quan
xung phong tran tién, thodi mai chém giét mdot hoi la diéu rat may man ma
thudc ha c6 dugc doi nay”.

Nguoi diing cdm nhw thé, dang tiéc lai la &m nhan, nhat dinh ca doi
khong thay mat trgi. Toi cham chd nhin Bang Quy, mim cwoi n6i, “Néu vay
thi theo ta quay vé kinh, tir nay vé sau di theo duwéi truéng Dy Chuong
Vuwong, nguwoi c6 bang long hay khong?”.

Bang Quy khong hé phan doi, quy xuong, “Thudc ha than la &m nhan, da
tirng chiu an hué Vuong thi, thé nguyén trung thanh, du chét cting khong
thay long”.

To6i ngan ra, cam thay bu6n ba, bong nhién thay doi y nghi lai phuc hoi
tinh than, “Nhw vay néu di theo ta thi sao?”.

“Chi sg Vwong phi du6i!”, Bang Quy ngang dau, anh mat sang ngoi, 10
ra nét mim cuoi.

Nhin thdy Bang Quy va nhém am nhan dong nghin nghit dang quy phia
sau han, gio khac nay t6i dot nhién hodng sg — Vuong thi ngay xwa mot
sang mot toi, hai thé lyc 16n trong triéu va ngoai triéu, lan lwgt do phu than
cung thiic phu nam git*, ma nay toi lai bi thoi thé x6 day giong bon ho tredc
kia, 1an dau tién thay thé quyén uy cta cac bac cha cha. Cai toi tiép quan
khong chi 1a sinh t& van ménh nhitng ngudi tredc mat, ma con cé long
trung thanh ctua bon ho v6i ho Vuong.

Chi la théem mot y niém ma thoi ma lai nhw c6 sttc manh 16n tran vao,
khién long da tré nén citng ran hon.

Xa gia cung thi ve tuy tung di xuyén trong thanh, dan chung hai béen
dwong déu kinh hoang chay tron, khong kéo nhau xim dong lai xem nhw
hom qua nita.
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Toan thanh dé phong sam nghiém, trdi qua mot hoi bién loan kinh hoang,
Huy Chau gio la 1ong ngwdi hodng sg — cac nha giau déu mang hét do dac
chay ra khéi thanh, dan chiing binh thwong khong thé roi nha di thi nong
long tich trit lwong thue, phong ngtra chién tranh lai no ra.

Trén dwong co6 khi con thay binh linh coi gitt thtra dip nhiéu loan dan.
Hom qua van la Huy Chau phon hoa thinh virgng, sau mot dém da bién
thanh trang canh thé lvong dén vay.

Toi budong rem, khong danh 1ong nhin lai.
Xa gia tdi trede pha Thit sw, roi vao trong tam mat la mét dong hon don.

Trén thém da tredc ctra con lwu lai vét mau chwa riva, mo ho cé thé thay
dugce canh hon chién tham thiét dém qua. Trwdc san cong van sach vo tan
loan khap noi, cling chang thdy mot t6i td ty nit nao, noi noi la binh linh
madc do gidp deo boi dao vay nuwdc quét don.

Tong Hoai n mang theo quan vién 16n nhé ctia Huy Chau ra don, ching
van vo0 twéng déu la nhitng nguoi da tirng gap qua & Huy Chau khi xwa, Idc
ay thwvong mé yén tiéc, dwong nhién khong thé thiéu ngwoi dén nghénh
phung. Noi t6i di qua, moi ngwdi déu cdi dau khong dam thé, hoang hot
giong nhw lic t6i dén Huy Chau nam do, nhung ma lic nay, tat ca di nhién
khac xa.

Tong Hoai n chwa cdi chién giap, vét thwong trén canh tay chi bang bo
qua loa, trong mat day to mau, khi phach van hao huing nhv cii.

Han bam bao gian lwgc tinh hinh chién dau, song khong nhac dén man
chém giét tham thiét ntra chi¥, chi n6i Ngé Khiém hot hodng bé trén, 1an
vao bén trong loan quan, bi ngudi cta han ban chét. Kién Trit Vwong bén
kia phdi ra hon mudi chién thuyén nho chay doc theo song diéu tra, tam
thoi khong thay dong tinh gi.
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Trong lic nhat thoi cong s ngdn ngang, toi cling am tham lo au, ma
quan lai 16n nho Huy Chau thi tinh bo nhw khong c6 gi lién quan t6i minh.

Toi dan do ba viéc quan trong phai lam. Thit nhat, 6n dinh dan tam, trudc
khi trgi toi phai binh 6n dwogc s réi loan trong thanh; thit hai, dé cao phong
tha toan thanh, tiy thdi chuan bi &ng phé véi dai quan Kién Trit Vuong;
th ba, dy trit lwong thao, chd dai quan Dy Chuong Vuong dén.

Trong phu khéng thay bong dang Kiém Lién dau, hoi dén Tong Hoai n,
lai thdy han c6 vé chan chu.

Cho céc quan lai lui ra, t6i trd lai ndoi dwong, nhiu may nhin vé phia Tong
Hoali n.

Han thap giong ndi, “Kiém thong linh dang & trong phong Ngo phu
nhan”.

T6i nhudn may, trong long cam giac cé diém xau, chi nghe han néi, “Sau
khi tin Ng6 Khiém chét dugc truyén t6i, Ngo phu nhan lién ty van”.

Thi thé Ngo phu nhan 1a chinh tay Kiém Lién mai tang.

Ba khong dé lai 16i nao, ra di rat quyét liét. Hai ngwoi thiép cua Ngo
Khiém khoéc sw6t muét, chi néi phu nhan giao tiéu thw Hué Tam ho, con
ban than tré vé trong phong, 1dy boi kiém lao gia hay dung cat c6 ty van.

Khéng ngd mot phu nhan chon khué cac, binh sinh chwa cham qua dao
kiém bao gio, lai Iwta chon phwong thitc nhw thé dé di theo trogng phu.

Toi khong co budc vao linh duwong caa ba, cting khong di dwa ba doan
dwong cudi cung — ba dwong nhién khéng muon nhin thay t6i. Hom qua
trwde khi ba roi di, 10i n6i con vang vang bén tai, tdi ti'ng ndi vGi ba, “n
twong ho khi hoan nan, ngay khac Vuwong Huyén nhat dinh sé bao dap”.
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Sv twong ho khi hoan nan cua ba doéi 1ay gia mon tham bién, bao dap caa
t0i d6 la chiéu mo divra chau ma ba van ludn l1dy lam kiéu ngao, giét chét
phu quan cta ba.

“Vwong phi, trdi da mau t6i, nguwdi ra ngoai an mot chut gi di”. Ngoc Tu
ditng bén ngoai ctra thap giong cau khan.

Toi x0 xac ngoi bén ctra s6 no6i khong nén 161, ngan ngwdi nhin chan troi
phia bac, nhin béng dém titng chat t6i dan. Khong mudn gap ai, khéng
muon ndi gi, tdi giam minh trong phong, khong cé diing khi nhin Kiém
Lién, nhin c6 gai tén Hué Tam kia. Nghe n6i Ng6 Hué Tam khoc ngat
nhiéu lan, treo c6 tu t& khéng dwoc, gio dang nam & trén givong, com nwdc
khong an.

Ngoc Tu & bén ngoai dau kho cau xin t6i m& cia. T6i di t6i clra, im lang
trong chdc lat réi mé civa ra.
“Dan ta di gap Ng6 Hué Tam”. T6i than nhién mé& miéng, Ngoc Ti kinh

ngac nhin sac mat t6i nhung khong dam khuyén can, 1ap titc xoay nguoi
dan duong.

Con chwa budc vao civa khué phong da nghe thdy tiéng khéc kem theo
tiéng do st vo tan.

Mot phu nhan voi vang ra don, do tang trang, gwong mat thanh 1€, khong
kiéu ngao khong siém ninh hanh 1€ véi t6i, ti xwng thiép than Tao thi.

Toi khong c6 1ong da nao nhiéu 161, 1ap tic di vao trong phong, nhin thay
c6 gdi nho bé tai nhot va yéu 6t dang day bat chao thi ni* dang lén ra.

Toi don lay bat chdo trong tay v gia, di dén trwdc givong nang, doi mat
cham chu nhin nang.
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Thi ty xung quanh quy xudng dat, Hué Tam rung rueng ngang dau, kinh
nghi bat dinh* nhin t6i, hai mat sung dé vi khoc.

*Kinh nghi bat dinh: ngac nhién va nghi ngo.
“Ha miéng”. T6i mic mot thia chdo, dwa dén bén moi nang.

Nang m& to hai mat trirng toi, t6i lanh luing mé& miéng, “Trong chao c6
doc, dé dva nguoi lén duong”.

Hué Tam run lén, vo ciing hodng sg, do6i moi run ray kich liét.

“Nguoi mudn chét, ta cho ngwoi vira long”. T6i manh mé dwa thia dén
giltta miéng nang.

Nang khong tw chu dugc co rum lai, khong ngirng run ray, nwéc mat rong
rong, “Nguoi la ai...?”.

Toi buéng bat xuong, cham chu nhin hai mat nang, cham rai néi, “Du
Chuong Vuong phi”.

Hai mat nang chgt md to, giong the thé néi, “La nguoi da hai chét cha
me ta!”.

Toi khong tranh, tiy y dé nang nhao 1én nam vat 4o t6i, chgt thay hoa
mat, bi nang tat mot cai 1én ma.

Ngoc Tu cung Tao thi phia sau xong len trwdc don do, toi dua tay len
ngan hai nguoi, lai bi tat thém mot cai nita, hai go ma 13p tic nong rat.

Hué Tam lai dwa tay bép co t6i, toi tranh di, giit o tay nang.

V6c ngudi caa toi da tinh 1a nho, ¢6 gai nay lai con gay hon t6i vai phan,
sttc Ivc & tay moéng manh, bi t6i gitt khong thé dong day.
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“Hai cai tat nay la ta thiéu ng mau than ngwoi”, t6i than nhién mé miéng,
“Néu nguroi mudn ti minh bao thu thi tredc tién phai séng da roi sau méi

799

noi”.
T6i budng Ngo Hué Tam ra, ditng day phay tay do bé di.
Tao thi kia di theo t0i tGi trong dinh, cui ngudi noi, “Pa ta Vuwong phi”.

“Hué Tam khong thuc l1ong mudn chét, nang con muoén séng sot”. Toi
mét moi thd dai mot tiéng, bong nhd lai diéu trede d6 Ngoc Tu da nhac,
Ng6 Hué Tam duge phu nhan Kiém Lién cham s6c... Toi nghiéng nguoi
nhin nang, “Nguoi la Kiém phu nhan?”.

Tao thi cii dau xung phai

T6i nhat thoi khong biét noi gi, tram mac mot 1at néi, “Kiém twéng quan
on cha?”.

“Pa ta Vuwong phi quan tam, nha t6i da tdi dai doanh gitip Tong Tuwdng
quan phong ngw”. Tao thi giong ndi nho nhe, hao phong ty nhién, khong
giong nit ti khué cac binh thuong. To6i gat dau noi, “Cyc kho cho twdng
quan va phu nhan roi”.

Tao thi dé mat 1én, muon néi gi do lai thoi. T6i cam thay ky quai, chuyén
mat nhin k¥ nang. Nang chan chd mot 14t, r6t cudc m@ miéng néi, “Nha toi
chi 1a thong Iinh thua vé, chitc danh hén mon, khong ddm duong noi danh
ham twéng quan”.

T6i ngo ngan, kinh ngac noéi, “Chirc vi ciia Kiém Lién sao c6 thé thap
kém nhu vay? Han khong phdi la chdu Ngo phu nhan sao?”.

Tao thi c6 chit quan bach, tram mac maot lat, giong nhw phai lay diing khi
that 16n dé cat 16i, “Nha t6i khong chiu dia vao moi quan hé, co trugng lai
chi lo bi lién luy... Nha t6i lubn muén lap cong bao qudc, nhwng nhiéu nam
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khong dwgc 1én chitc. Lan nay 6 trvgng gia nhap vao phan quan, nha t6i
cling hét strc khuyén can. May sao c6 Vwong phi vao thanh, cudéi cung nha
t0i cling ghim cwong tredc b viee*, chua tao thanh sai 1am 16n. Thiép than
mac du ngu mudi, cling biét ngya tot gap Ba Nhac*, lwong twdéng can gap
dwgc minh quan. Khan cau Vwong phi néi gitp nha t6i mot tiéng, bat ké
hiém nghi, chg dé lwong twéng khong dwoc dén dap qudc gia!”. Nang néi
mot mach, hai ma do 1én, quy triudc mat t6i, “Thiép than xin khiu ta Vwong
phi & day!”.

*Ghim cwong trede bo viee: v néi dirng lai ding lic, chuyén huéng di
theo con duwong dung.

*Ba Nhac: ho Tén tén Duong, song vao thoi Xuan Thu, la ngudi rat biét
xem twéng ngwa, cham nudi ngya va con ca mét quyén Ma kinh (Kinh dién
Ve ngwa) con truyén ¢ doi. Cau néi “Nguwa tot gap Ba Nhac” y chi ngudi tai
phai gap ding ngudi biét trong dung méi c6 co hoi dwgc phat huy hét kha
nang.

Loi noi tuy xuat phat tir tw tdm, chi lo Kiém Lién than la ké dau hang sé
bi ngwoi khac coi thwong cho nén méi cau tinh... Song 10i nang noi cling la
chan thanh, khéng cé niva phan ninh ho6t. Nhin tudi nang xap xi ca ca, tam
co gan da sang sudt khong thua dang nam nhi khién t6i ndy sinh long kinh
né, voi tv tay do nang day.

“Kiém Lién c6 hién thé thé nay, c6 thé thady dugc han khéng phai la
lwong twdng thi cling la nguwoi co phuc”. Toi nhin nang, nhwéng may cuoi,
bat gidc c6 cam giac than thiét, “Vwong Huyén tudi tré kién thitc nong can,
néu Kiém phu nhan khong ché thi bat ctr lic nao cling c6 thé tdi gap, ta
cung ban sy vu”.

Tao thi mirng r&, voi quy goi.

Ban dém, t6i tran troc khong nga dugrc.
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Tong Hoai n c6 y muon t6i ti hanh quan chuyén vao phu Thit st, tuy la
tht vé sam nghiém, an toan khong lo, nhuwng t6i vira nham mat la nhd lai
Ng6 phu nhan, nhé t6i Hué Tam, lam sao con c6 thé ngt yén? Dém cang
lic cang khuya, t6i van khong hé buon ngu, danh khoac do choang vao,
ding 1én di ra khoi dinh vién.

Bau troi dém t6i den, khong thdy mot chit anh trang, chi mo ho cé thé
thdy duoc linh gac dém voi vang di lai tuan tra dau twong thanh dwéi anh
Itra xa xa phia chan troi. T6i chi dan theo vai thi nit tri'c dém, khong cé goi
Ngoc T4, nang da may ngay kinh hai mét khong chiu néi, tré vé phong la
ngu say.

Litng thitng di dén ctra nodi vién, chgt thay ngoai vién dén dudc sang
trurng, van c6 quan si ban ron ra vao phu.

To6i lang yén di tGi sanh, bao thi vé gac ctra khong can lén tiéng. Chi thay
trong sanh c6 vai vi gido twéng dang vay quanh trede du do, ngwoi ditng &
chinh gitra 1a Tong Hoai n. Han da thay mot tdim 4o bao lam, duwgi dnh nén
chiéu cang 16 ro vé tudn tu, 16i néi ci chi thong dong kién dinh, an c6
phong do cua mot dai twéng.

Nghi dén nam dé6 lic Tiéu Ky con 1a thiéu nién han ciing c6 khi phach
hao hung nhu vay.

To6i lang lang ditng d6 mot Idc 1au, han cling khong phat hién, chi chuyén
chi no6i cach bd tri binh lyc phong ngy véi nhitng ngwoi khac. Long toi

tham vui mirng, xoay ngudi dang muon roi di lai nghe phia sau c6 nguoi
kinh ngac noi, “Vuong phi!”.

Quay dau lai, Téng Hoai n bong nhién ngang dau, binh tinh nhin lai toi.

“Gio da muon roi, néu khong c6 quan vu khan cdp, chw vi nén sém hoi
phu nghi ngoi di”. Toi di vao trong sanh, nhe nhang cwdi néi véi moi
nguoi.
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Tong Hoai n gat dau cwdi mot tiéng, theo 10i cho moi nguwdi nghi.

Toi tirng buwdc thong tha tdi trde dia do, han tram madc theo sat phia sau,
van duy tri khodng cach vai thuwdc, trede sau luon kinh can.

“Thuong thé ctia nguoi thé nao r6i?”. Téi mim cwdi ngoanh lai.

Han cui dau néi, “Pa khong con dang ngai, chi la vét thwong ngoai da
thit, da ta Vuong phi lo lang”.

Thay than sac han c6 vé mat ty nhién, t6i khong khoi bat cudi, “Hoai n,
vl sao noi chuyeén v@i ta ma nhv gap dai dich vay?”.

Han chgt ngan ngo, giong nhu bi cau néi dua cua t6i lam kinh sg, hai tai
bét gidc dé birng.

Thay han xdu ho nhuw thé, t6i cling khong dam néi dua nita, ho nhe mot
tiéng, nghiém mat néi, “Theo tinh hinh trdc mat, ngwoi néi Kién Tri
Vuwong liéu c6é qua song trude khong?”.

Than sac Tong Hoai n c6 chit hodng hot, sttng s6t mot 1at maéi hoi dap,
“Hom nay Huy Chau dai loan, khoi Itta n6i 1én bén phia, Kién Trit Vuong
Xtra nay can than da nghi, thay tinh hinh nhw vay, chac sé khong dam tuy
tién qua song. Co diéu, thudc ha lo lang thoi gian cang dai cang lam han
kha nghi”.

Toi gat dau ndi, “Dung vay, néu qua that dai quan c6 dén, nhat dinh sé
khong tht thanh khong ra. Cang an binh bat dong, cang 16 ra so hd, sém
muon cting bi han tim dwgc manh mai”.

“Vuwong gia da nhan dwgc tin bdo, néu nhw dwong xa thuan lgi, khong
qua nam ngay co thé dén kip”. Tong Hoai n nhiu may, “Phai lam sao dé kéo
dai qua nam ngay, do la diém mau chot. Kiém Lién da theo ké dem soai ky
Dv Chrong Vwong cam ¢ dau twong thanh, dai doanh déng quan thém
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nhiéu bép nau dé tang khoi bép, ngay dém tuan tra khong nghi, gia thanh
thé dai quan vao thanh... Du vay, thudc ha thdy nhiéu nhat cling chi c6 thé
kéo dai dugc ba ngay”.

To6i tram mdc, trong 1ong sém da c6 su chuan bi, tinh huéng xau nhat la
phai dong dao binh.

“Néi nhu vay, ba ngay sau, khong thé tranh khoi mot cude ac chién?”.
T6i nghiém nghi nhin vé phia han.

Tong Hoai n ditt khoat gat dau, “Ching ta it nhat van can tha vitng hai
ngay, khién Kién Trit Vwong phai ¢ ngoai thanh, chd Vwong gia tdi”.

T6i nhiu may cham rai noi, “Binh lyc Huy Chau khong du, quan coi gitr
thanh xwa nay quen nhan nha, bai hoai thanh tinh, thao luyén so sai, lai co
nguoi long khong kién dinh... Néu kién quyét hgp lai, ta e khong tha dugc
qua hai ngay”.

“Ngan khong dugc ciing phai ngan!”, Téng Hoai n nguwdc mat lén, day
mat tira nhw dong bang, “Thudc ha da truyén 1énh toan quan, mot khi thanh
bi ph4, ta lién phong héa dot thanh, dai quan coi gitt toan thanh, ngudi gia,
phu ni* va tré em cung phan quan dong tang*!”.

*Pong tang: chét chung.
T6i chan dong, hoang sg nhin han, mét hoi lau khong no6i nén 10i.
Han nghiém nghi nhin t6i, chdm rai néi, “Tinh hinh da thé nay, danh phai

dap noi dim thuyén, gio khong con dwong lui nita, chi c6 thé 1ay tinh mang
ra chién dau!”.
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Ngoai ctra binh dao va cham, thu vé kéu tham lién tuc, r6i dot nhién mot
tiéng vang that 16n phat ra, anh lira 16e 1én kém theo khéi dac cuon cudn,
tiéng da vo roi day trén dat, mat dat theo dé ma rung chuyén.

“Can than!”, Ngoc Tt nhao tGi bén t6i. To6i bi khéi dac lam sdc néi
khong ra 101, chi thay treéc mat mo ho, tay nam chat Ngoc Th.

Dot nhién nghe thdy mot giong néi nam ti, “Thudc ha Bang Quy, tham

"’

kién Quan chia!”. Trong man khéi dac chi thdy mot than dnh quy mi t&i
gan, quy goi hudng vé phia toi. Han goi t6i la Quan chda, con ty bao tén
“Bang Quy” — am nhan thuwong khong co tén, cac thu linh &m nhan déu 14y
Thién can* lam t6, dia chi* lam hiéu, ddy qua nhién la nguwdi cia minh. T6i
chgt vui murng, thét 1én néi, “Héa ra la cac nguoi!”.

*Thién can: mwdi can trong thuyét am dwong ngili hanh ctia Trung Quéc:
Giap, At Binh, Pinh, Mau, Ky, Canh, Tan, Nham, Quy.

*Dia chi: muoi hai con giap ttng véi muoi hai thang trong nam theo lich
mat trang hay con goi la am lich: Ty, Sttu, Dan, Mao, Thin, Ty, Ngo, Mui,
Than, Dau, Tuat, Hoi.

Bang Quy an kiém*, “Viéc nay khong nén cham tré, Tong twdng quan
dang & bén ngoai tiép tng, maoi di theo thudc ha!”.

*An kiém: trang thai hai tay caim kiém xoay miii kiém xu6ng duéi va gio
ra tréc biéu thi sy phuc tung.
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Chung toi chay ra bén ngoai can phong, muwon man dém day khoi, bi mat
di theo &m nhan xong thang t4i ctra ndi vién.

Ngoai ctra 16n, doi tha vé dang giao chién vdi hon tram ngudi do giap
tinh nhué, ngwoi dan dau diang la Tong Hoai n.

Phia sau chuing t6i la anh Itra bap bung, tiéng buwéc chan rung chuyén mat
dat. Pang c6 dai do6i truy binh tdi.

Bang Quy hét 16n, “Vwong phi da dugc cttu ra, Téng twéng quan ho tong
Vuwong phi di trudc, ta can phia sau!”.

Tong Hoai n giuc ngwa vot ra khéi vong vay, cui ngwoi kéo toi 1én ngua,
om chat 1dy to6i, ngwa hwdng vé phia ngoai phong di. Trén canh tay han co
mot thit am 4p tham w6t do t6i, la mau twoi 6 at chdy ra ti vét thuwong. Toi
khong chit nghi nggi, cuéng quyt lay tay de chat vao cho bi thuwong dé cam
mau.

“V6 ich théi”. Han déo tay dam thanh trwdng kich ra phia triuéc ngua,
can rang th& doc, run giong néi vdi toi, “Vwong phi dirng nén lam ban tay”.

Loi nay khién long t6i dau x6t. Mat nhin nhitng nam nhén t6t nay vi
minh ma liéu mang do6 mau, dao kiém mac du khong chém lén ngudi toi,
nhung lai nhw ghi tam khac cot, t6i han khong thé 1ap titc bat bon han dirng
tay.

“Dung tay!!!”.
Bong nhién mot tiéng gao to vang tgi tir phia sau.

Ca kinh quay dau, chi thady Kiém Lién cam dao givong thang, nghiém
nghi ding cach hon muoi tregng, dai doi binh linh phia sau dan tran dia
san sang don quan dich, cung né 1én day, thiong kich san sat, dudc trong
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tay anh 1én dé ruc khong trung, dao kiém giap tru téa han quang rang rd
khién nguoi ta hoa mat.

Hoi théd Tong Hoai n phia sau tram xuong, cham rdi 6m chat 13y toi,
giwong kiém & phia trudc, tap trung tinh than dé phong.

bam nguoi Bang Quy mau le tu lai tao phién tran*, che & trwdc ngua
chuing t6i, hai phe da chém giét dén dé mat déu ngirng tay, tao ra thé giang
co.

*Phién tran: tran thé hinh quat.
Long t6i chot cang thang, ngung than nhin vé phia Kiém Lién.

Anh Iira ritng ruc, chiu khudn mét hén lic t6i lic sang. Gié dém tran
day mui diém sinh va nhiya thdng, ngam gidu trong d6 mui tanh ctia mau.

Tong Hoai n cham rai duwa tay xuong, lang 1€ nam 1ay cung tén bén hong.

“So bong sg gié maot hoi, hda ra 1a huynh dé cia minh”. Kiém Lién than
nhién m& miéng, gio kiém phat 1énh, “Cho di!”.

L&i néi vira cat 1én, tat cd moi nguwdi déu chan dong. Tong Hoai n cling
ngac nhién, chi co toi nhe nhang thd ra that dai.

Sau khi ditng thang bat dong trong choc 1at, quan coi gilt ngoai ctta nhat

té lui ra phia sau, dao kiém tra vao vo, thwong kich rit vé, tao mot 16i di &
gitra.

Bang Quy quay dau nhin Téng Hoai n, &nh mat trao doi v4i nhau. T6i
néi khé vGi Téng Hoai n, “Nguwdi nay cé thé tin”.

Tong Hoai n nhe gat dau, hwéng vé phia Kiém Lién cat cao giong noi,
‘(Ba ta”.
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Kiém Lién gat dau lién tuc, canh tay vung lén, “Doc dwdng can than”.

Han nhin lai chdng t6i, trong dém t6i khong r6 than sac, toi chi cam thay
han mudn noi gi dé6 ma khong néi ra.

Bong nhién mot ngwdi tir phia sau han di ra, rut kiém chi vé huéng ching
toi, “Bon ho la nguwoi caa Dy Chuong Vwong, Vuong phi 6 trong tay bon
ho!”.

bam nguoi Bang Quy bong nhién céa kinh. Khong dgi ching t6i dap lai,
Kiém Lién da no6i gian néi, “Hon tredng*! Nao co cai gi Dy Chuong
Vuong, nguoi hoa mat con me né réi!”.
*Hon tredng: c6 thé hiéu 1a ho dé nhung mang y chui.

Phé twdng kia ghim ngya tdi gan Kiém Lién hai budc, “Hay cho mot
Kiém Lién, ddm mo6t minh tha ké dich! Ngwoi dau, bat tén phan tac nay lai
cho ta!”.

Quan coi gitt moi noi khong hé cé dong tinh gi, tat ca kién dinh nhw sat
da, chi huwéng t6i Kiém Lién.
Kiém Lién lanh lung nghiéng dau, khong néi mot 161, vé nghiém nghi

mang dén sat khi bitc nhan.

Pho twéng kia hoang sg nhin trai nhin phai, thit sac, “Cac nguoi... Cac
ngwoi déu mudn tao phan?”.

Bong nhién mot tiéng hét vang 1én, Kiém Lién rat kiém givong cao,
chém ngudi kia bay xudng ngwa, ngay ca kéu cling khong kip kéu mot
tiéng!

Kinh bién chi xay ra trong chdp mat, thi thé ngwoi dé lan trén mat dat
may vong roi xung quanh méi bat dau co6 tiéng trong nguc dap thinh thich.
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T6i khong ngo Kiém Lién lai giét pho twéng tredc mat moi ngwoi, nhat
thoi ca kinh néi khong nén 10i. Chi thdy Kiém Lién binh tinh nhin lai
trrong kiém dinh mau trong tay, thang ngwdi im lang mot ldc 1au, sau dé
chot ngang dau nhin ching t6i khan giong quat, “Con khong mau di!”.

Tong Hoai n ghi cwvong ngua, t6i chan tay han lai, “Cham da”.

Anh mét moi ngudi khé khin 1dm mdi tu vao t6i, ti hit siu mot hoi, cat
giong nghiem nghi néi, “Nghich tdc Ng6 Khiém muu phan, pham thuvgng
lam loan. Kiém Lién vi nghia diét than, trung diing dang khen; chd sau khi
dai quan Dy Chuong Vwong vao thanh, dep xong loan & Huy Chau, chac
chan sé dang tiu 1én triéu dinh, biéu dwong chién cong; ching twdng si c6
cong dep loan déu sé co6 thudng!”.

Kiém Lién binh tinh nhin lai t6i, twva nhw ngdy nguoi ra.

DPrung ldc tinh thé cang thang, Tong Hoai n giwvong kiém chi 1én trgi, cao
giong néi, “Chung ta thé song chét di theo Dv Churong Vuong, nguyén
trung thanh v&i hoang that, Ngb hoang van tué!”.

“Ng0 hoang van tué!”. Thiét ky tinh nhué cung dam nguwdi Bang Quy 1ap
tir'c quy xudng dat huéng @ng.

Twdng si coi gitt khap noi khong chan chir nita, tit ca déu quy phuc trén
mat dat hé vang van tué, am thanh vang doi bau troi dém lam t6i hoan toan
chéan dong.

Kiém Lién tung minh xuéng ngya, im lang cdi dau mot 1at, quy xuéng,
“Ngb hoang van tué!”.

Viéc nay khong nén cham tré, mot khi Ng6 Khiém biét dugc bién co &
hanh quén, ching t6i sé mat hét co hoi ra tay truéc.
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Tong Hoai n, Kiém Lién cung dam ngwdi Bang Quy hgp lai bay dai ké,
binh phan ba hudng hanh dong.

Kiém Lién dan dau thu vé dwdi tay, thira dip doi ca truc & twong thanh,
ntta dém tap kich bac mon, chia quan chiém ha hai noi phong tha yéu & hai
ctra dong va tay; Bang Quy diéu khién &m nhan mang mat ham cua toi theo
ctra bac ra khéi thanh chay t&i Ninh Séc, téc bao véi dai quan tién phong
cta Tiéu Ky; Téng Hoai n linh nam tram tinh ky 1ap tic tién gan tGi phu
Thit stt, cam chan Ngo6 Khiém, sau do6 sé hoi hgp véi Kiém Lién, hwéng vé
phia dai doanh déng quan tai thanh nam cwép 1ay binh phu, hiéu 1énh quan
coi giit toan thanh; dong thoi, am nhan dwdi tay Bang Quy am tham 1én vao
cac noi co yéu cia Huy Chau — quan phd, phu khd, doanh trai, dot Itra moi
noi trong thanh, tung tin Dv Chwong Vwong cong thanh, lam dao dong
long quan Huy Chau, khién toan thanh roi vao hon loan.

Gio phut nay sac troi khong rd, da qua canh nam, lic moi ngudi con
chwa tinh ngq, 1a thoi khac loi 16ng nhat.

Chung t6i chi c6 m6t lan co hoi, hodc la mét kich dac thu, hoac 1a toan
quan bi diét.

Tong, Kiém, Bang ba ngwoi déu ty diém binh ma, chuan bi 1én ngua.
Tong Hoai n ghim ngwa quay dau lai, an kiém nhin t6i, cdi dau.

T6i nhin gwong mat kién nghi ctia ba nguoi trudc mat, cdi nguwdi hanh 1€
véi ho, “Vuong Huyén & day chd ba vi binh an tré vé!”.

Hon hai tram thi vé & lai bao vé hanh quan, t6i hwéng dan Ngoc Td cling
cac thi ni* cham so6c binh linh bi thwong dém nay. Hét thdy bén trong hanh
quan déu dau vao day, thi vé dan tran san sang don quan dich, chi chg tin
hiéu tr trong thanh. T6i vira méi roi ra tr@ vé phong, voi vang chuan bi rira
mat chai dau.
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Ué6c chirng qua thoi gian hai ba tuan hwong, thi vé bao lai, Itta trong
thanh da ndi lén.

T6i voi vang di 1én dai Lwu Thwong cao nhat phia sau hanh quan, dwa
vao lan can quan sat tinh hinh trong thanh.

Huy Chau gio nay da la mot canh twgng kinh loan bi bao phu trong khoi
mu, noi noi trong thanh ddy 1én anh Itta ruc, tia nang sém dau tién phia
chén trdi con chwa xudt hién da bi khéi che 1ap mat. May den nang né kéo
tG¢i, xem ra hom nay han sé c6 mwa tam ta.

Trudc mat td6i mo ho hién ra canh binh ma r6i loan, ddm ngudi chay tron
tham thiét kéu khoc... Gio day, toan b6 Huy Chau han déu da roi vao
hoang sg va hon don. Ngudi tinh day sau gidc ngu, vira m@ mat da nhin
thay canh giong nhu t6i dang thay, at la c6 cdm gidc nhw ngay tan so da
den.

Chi choc 1at sau, tiéng kén 1énh noi 1én & phwong bac, kinh dong toan
thanh — d6 la tin hiéu ching t6i wéc dinh, Kiém Lién da dac thu.

May dac phia chan trgi cang lic cang day, sac troi van den kit nhw ban
dem.

Ctra bac bi Kiém Lién chiém, &m nhan thuan 1gi phi ngwa ra khoi thanh
truyén tin. Toi nhin ra phia bac xa xa, nham mat tham cau nguyén, mong
cho Tiéu Ky mau mau tGi.

Chiéu theo tinh todn ctia Bang Quy, gid khac nay hon ndm tram ky binh
da xudt thanh, doc dwong day 1én khoi bao dong, 14y canh cay budc vao
dudi ngwa, chay ra cach thanh mét dam, vé ngua dap cat bui tung bay day
troi, mot dwong khéi bdo dong cuén cudn, bui mu kéo dai. Quan coi gitt
trong thanh xwa nay kinh sg¢g uy danh Dy Chwong Vuwong, chgt nghe tin
Tiéu Ky dich than dan dai quan dén at la mat hon lac via, lai chinh mat
trong thay ctta bac bi pha, ngoai thanh bui mu ngat troi, dwdi sac troi t6i
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thue giong nhw thién quan van ma ménh méng cuén cudn kéo dén, nao co
tam tu lo la that hay gia — qua nhién chwa qua ntta canh gio, ctva dong, ctra
tay lan luwgt truyén dén tiéng ken 1énh tram thap, quan coi gitt hai noi khong
chiém tv tan, déu bi Kiém Lién bat.

Tinh trang hon loan trong thanh ngay cang nghiém trong, anh Itta hun
héng ntra bau troi, khoi dac boc 1én, tira nhw nhitng con ran den 16n dang
cudn minh.

Huy Chau lic nay sinh bién, toan thanh anh Itta cao ngut, khéi dac che
lap mat trdi, chac 1a Kién Trit vieong bén kia bo song cling c6 thé nhin thay.

Han c6 thé sé khong tin twdng dai quan Tiéu Ky cong thanh, néu khong
Itra duwgce tén cao gia nay, quan can viong van kién quyét vuegt song thi phai
lam sao day? Long ban tay cua t6i toan mo hoi lanh, ngay ca khi da trai qua
nhiéu hiém canh sinh ti, nhung doi mat véi toa thanh gié Itva, 4c chién sap
t@i, t6i van nhin khong dwgc ma toan than rét lanh.

Chot nghe phia sau c6 am thanh nghen ngao, t6i quay dau lai, thdy Ngoc
Tt sac mat tai nhot, dwa tay lau nwéc mat.

“Nguoi sg cai gi?”, t6i gian tai mat, anh mat cham rai ddo qua nhom hd
vé mang nhung trang trrong kiém phia sau, nhin Ngoc T tram giong noi,
“Noi nay khong danh cho cho ké nhat gan yéu dudi, ching tudng si liéu
chét quén minh, moi ngwai déu la diing si dich thure, ¢ thé cung bon ho
dong sinh cong tir 1a vinh quang ctia nguoi”.

Ca dam thj vé phia sau déu 16 vé cdm dong, Ngoc Tu quy rap xudng dat,
“N6 ty biét sai r6i”.

No6i cho cuing nang ciing chi la dita nhé mwdi lam tudi, nhw thé nay da
duwgc coi 1a vo cung diing cam r6i. T6i cling khong danh long, diu nét mat,
dwa tay do nang day, “Cac twdng si dang lifu mang chém giét, ta khong
muon thdy bat ludn ké nao roi nwdc mat vao thoi khac nay”.
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Ngoc Tu nwdc mat con lung trong, run giong noi: “No ty khong sg, no ty
chi sg ddam nguoi Tong twéng quan gap nguy hiém”.

C0 bé nay c6 mot doi mat to tron sang ruc tran day vé quan tam cung lo
sg. Long t6i mang cam gidc ay ndy, nhat thoi hiéu ré dugce, néu dai lai la
Tiéu Ky ra tran, toi cling chua chac c6 thé trdn dinh nhu thé.

Trwdc mat mo hoé hién 1én 4nh mat ung dung kiéu ngao cia Tiéu Ky...
Trong long bong nhu dwoc tiép thém sitc manh, lam tinh than t6i thanh
than.

T6i nhin thang Ngoc Td, quyét dinh mé miéng noi, “Bon ho déu la
nhitng chién si diing manh nhat, nhat dinh sé binh an tré lai véi ching ta”.

Loi cda toi con chura didt, phia nam ngoai thanh da truyén dén tiéng kén
tran hung hon, am thanh kia phéng 1én cao, nhw lam nit ca khoang khong,
ngay sau do la vo van tiéng trong cung doi lai, tiéng dong rung chuyén mat
dat cuon cudn téi, thanh thé chita sat khi rung troi.

Han la Tong Hoai n da doat dugc dai doanh, theo wéc dinh trudc dé, toan
quan sé danh vang trong tran, thoi kén 1énh, thi uy vdi Kién Trit Vwong bén
kia song.

Toi ditng & trén lau cao, nhat thoi chdn dong, nam chat lan can, khong
thé tin dwgc moi chuyén cé thé thuan lgi nhuw vay.

Ngoc Tu bat chap 1é ché kéo ong tay ao toi, lién tuc hoi, “Vwong phi
nguoi nghe! B! Bén dé thé nao?”.

Toi chi nhéch moi khong ddm md& miéng, chwra nghe dwgc tin titc do
chinh miéng ngudi truyén tin dwva téi, toi chwa dam dat hy vong.

Thoi gian ntta tuan hwong dgi chd dai dang dac duong nhw lam hao ton
toan bo dinh luwc caa toi.
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“Bao!!!”.

Mot thi vé chay voi Ién, “Thit st Huy Chau Ngo6 Khiém da chét, toan bo
twéng linh virt gidp quy hang, nguwdi & bon phia ctra thanh déu bi bat, hai vi
twéng quan Tong, Kiém da tiép chuwong quan Huy Chau, Bang dai nhan
dang dan quan vé hanh quan!”.

Ngoc Tt nhdy dung 1én, quén hét 1é tiét vui ming kéu, “Cam on troi dat,
cam on troi dat!”.

Bon thi vé phia sau hoan h6 nhw sdm day, vé phan chan va hung phan
biéu hién hét qua 10i ndi.

“Rat tot, chuan bi xa gia vao thanh”. T6i mim cwdi gat dau, c6 gang kim
nén sy kich dong trong long, khong dé cho giong ndi biéu 16 nira phan run
ray.

Xoay ngudoi nhin 1én bau troi, toi nham mat lai, trong long lap lai 10i
Ngoc Tt mdi vira néi, han khong thé 1ap titc quy xuéng khau ta trdi xanh
da gidp do.

Khi Bang Quy chay vé tdi hanh quan, mwa rét cudc cling bat dau roi
xuong tam ta.

T6i nhanh chéng ty tay d& han 1én treée khi han chuan bi quy xuéng,
mim cwoi giri 10i ta on t6i han cing cac diing si 40 dam mau phia sau.

Bang Quy bo quén mi giap, hung hang gat nwéc mua trén madt, cuwoi
vang noi, “Ntra doi lam 4m nhan, hom nay c6 thé cung hai vi twéng quan
xung phong tran tién, thodi mai chém giét mdot hoi la diéu rat may man ma
thudc ha cé dugc doi nay”.

Nguoi diing cam nhw thé, dang tiéc lai 1a &m nhan, nhat dinh ca doi
khong thdy mat troi. Téi cham chu nhin Bang Quy, mim cwoi néi, “Néu vay
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thi theo ta quay vé kinh, tir nay vé sau di theo dwéi truéng Dy Chuong
Vuong, nguoi co bang long hay khéng?”.

Bang Quy khong hé phan doéi, quy xudng, “Thudc ha than la &m nhan, da
tirng chiu an hué Vwong thi, thé nguyén trung thanh, du chét ciing khong
thay long”.

T6i ngan ra, cam thay buon ba, bong nhién thay doi y nghi lai phuc hoéi
tinh than, “Nhu vay néu di theo ta thi sao?”.

“Chi s¢ Vuong phi dudi!”, Bang Quy ngang dau, anh mat sang ngoi, 16
ra nét mim cuoi.

Nhin thdy Bang Quy va nhém am nhan dong nghin nghit dang quy phia
sau han, gio khac nay t6i dot nhién hodng sg — Vwong thi ngay xuwa mot
sang mot t6i, hai thé lyc 16n trong triéu va ngoai triéu, lan lwgt do phu than
cung thiic phu nam git*, ma nay toi lai bi thoi thé x6 day giong bon ho trdc
kia, Ian dau tién thay thé quyén uy ctia cac bac cha chu. Cai toi tiép quan
khong chi la sinh ti* van ménh nhitng ngwoi trdec mat, ma con c6 long
trung thanh cua bon ho v6i ho Vuong.

Chi la them mot y niém ma thoi ma lai nhw c6 st'c manh 16n tran vao,
khién long da tré nén cing ran hon.

Xa gia cung thi vé tuy tung di xuyén trong thanh, dan ching hai bén
dwong déu kinh hodng chay tron, khong kéo nhau xim dong lai xem nhw
hom qua nira.

Toan thanh dé phong sam nghiém, trdi qua mot hoi bién loan kinh hoang,
Huy Chau gio 1a 1ong ngwdi hodng sg — cac nha giau déu mang hét do dac
chay ra khéi thanh, dan chiing binh thwong khong thé roi nha di thi nong
long tich trit lwong thue, phong ngtra chién tranh lai no ra.
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Trén duwong co6 khi con thay binh linh coi giit thtra dip nhiéu loan dan.
Hom qua van la Huy Chau phon hoa thinh virgng, sau mot dém da bién
thanh trang canh thé lwong dén vay.

Toi buong rem, khong danh long nhin lai.
Xa gia t@i trede phu Thi s, roi vao trong tam mat la mot dong hon don.

Trén thém da tredc ctira con lwu lai vét mau chwa riva, mo ho cé thé thay
dugc canh hon chién tham thiét dém qua. Trwdc san cong van sach v tan
loan khap noi, cling chang thady mat toi t& ty nit nao, noi noi la binh linh
mac 4o giap deo boi dao vay nwéc quét don.

Tong Hoai n mang theo quan vién 16n nhé ctia Huy Chau ra dén, ching
van vo0 twéng déu la nhitng ngudi da tirng gap qua & Huy Chau khi xwa, Iic
ay thuvong mé yén tiéc, dwong nhién khong thé thiéu nguwdi dén nghénh
phung. Noi t6i di qua, moi ngwdi déu cti dau khong dam thé, hoang hot
giong nhu lic t6i dén Huy Chau nam dé, nhung ma ltc nay, tat ca di nhién
khac xa.

Tong Hoai n chwa cdi chién giap, vét thwong trén canh tay chi bang bo
qua loa, trong mat day to mau, khi phach van hao hung nhw cii.

Han bam bao gian lwgc tinh hinh chién dau, song khong nhac dén man
chém giét tham thiét nita chit, chi n6i Ng6 Khiém hot hoang bé tron, lan
vao bén trong loan quan, bi ngwdi cta han ban chét. Kién Trit Vwong bén
kia phai ra hon mudi chién thuyén nho chay doc theo song diéu tra, tam
thoi khong thay dong tinh gi.

Trong ldc nhét thoi cong sy ngdn ngang, t6i cling am tham lo au, ma
quan lai 16n nho Huy Chau thi tinh bo nhw khong c6 gi lién quan t&i minh.

T6i ddn do ba viéc quan trong phai lam. Thit nhat, 6n dinh dan tam, trudc
khi trdi toi phdi binh 6n dwgc sy réi loan trong thanh; thit hai, dé cao phong
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thd toan thanh, tuy thoi chuan bi ¢ng pho véi dai quan Kién Trit Vuong;
th ba, dy trit lvong thdo, chd dai quan Dy Chwong Vwong dén.

Trong phu khéng thay bong dang Kiém Lién dau, hoi dén Tong Hoai n,
lai thady han c6 vé chan chu.

Cho cac quan lai lui ra, t6i trd lai ndi dwong, nhiu may nhin vé phia Tong
Hoai n.

Han thap giong ndi, “Kiém thong linh dang & trong phong Ngo phu
nhan”.

T6i nhuwdén may, trong long cam giac c6 diém xau, chi nghe han noi, “Sau
khi tin Ng6 Khiém chét dwgc truyén tdi, Ngé phu nhan lién ty van”.

Thi thé Ngo phu nhan 1a chinh tay Kiém Lién mai tang.

Ba khong dé lai 101 nao, ra di rat quyét liét. Hai nguwdi thiép cia Ngo
Khiém khoéc swét muwét, chi néi phu nhan giao tiéu thw Hué Tam ho, con
ban than trd vé trong phong, 1ay boi kiém lao gia hay dung cat c6 tw van.

Khong ngd mot phu nhan chén khué cac, binh sinh chwa cham qua dao
kiém bao gio, lai lya chon phuwong thivc nhw thé dé di theo trwong phu.

T6i khong c6 budc vao linh duwong caa ba, cting khong di dua ba doan
duwong cudi cung — ba dwong nhién khong muon nhin thdy to6i. Hom qua
tredc khi ba roi di, 10i néi con vang vang bén tai, toi tirng noéi véi ba, “n
twong ho khi hoan nan, ngay khac Vwong Huyén nhat dinh sé bao dap”.

Sy twong ho khi hoan nan ctia ba déi 1ay gia mon tham bién, bao dap cta
t0i d6 la chiéu mo dita chau ma ba van ludn ldy lam kiéu ngao, giét chét
phu quan cua ba.
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“Vwong phi, trdi da mau t6i, nguwdi ra ngoai an mot chut gi di”. Ngoc Tu
ditng bén ngoai ctra thap giong cau khan.

Toi x0 xac ngoi bén ctra s6 no6i khong nén 161, ngan nguwdi nhin chan troi
phia bac, nhin béng dém titng chat t6i dan. Khong mudn gap ai, khéng
muon ndi gi, tdi giam minh trong phong, khong cé diing khi nhin Kiém
Lién, nhin c6 gai tén Hué Tam kia. Nghe n6i Ng6 Hué Tam khoc ngat
nhiéu lan, treo c6 tu t& khéng dwoc, gio dang nam & trén givong, com nwdc
khong an.

Ngoc Tu & bén ngoai dau kho cau xin t6i m& cia. T6i di t6i clra, im lang
trong chdc lat réi mé civa ra.

“Dan ta di gap Ng6 Hué Tam”. T6i than nhién mé& miéng, Ngoc Tu kinh
ngac nhin sac mat t6i nhung khong dam khuyén can, 1ap titc xoay nguoi
dan duong.

Con chwa budc vao civa khué phong da nghe thdy tiéng khéc kem theo
tiéng do st vo tan.

Mot phu nhan voi vang ra don, do tang trang, gwong mat thanh 1€, khong
kiéu ngao khong siém ninh hanh 1€ véi t6i, ti xwng thiép than Tao thi.

Toi khong c6 1ong da nao nhiéu 161, 1ap tic di vao trong phong, nhin thay
c6 gdi nho bé tai nhot va yéu 6t dang day bat chao thi nit dang lén ra.

Toi don lay bat chdo trong tay v gia, di dén trwdc givong nang, doi mat
cham chu nhin nang.

Thi ty xung quanh quy xu6ng dat, Hué Tam rung rung ngang dau, kinh
nghi bat dinh* nhin t6i, hai mat sung do vi khéc.

*Kinh nghi bat dinh: ngac nhién va nghi ngo.
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“H4 miéng”. T6i mic mot thia chdo, dwa dén bén méi nang.

Nang md to hai mat trirng toi, to6i lanh ling mé miéng, “Trong chao c6
doc, dé dwa nguoi 1én duong”.

Hué Tam run Ién, vo cung hodng sg, do6i moi run ray kich liét.

“Nguoi mudn chét, ta cho ngwoi vira 1ong”. T6i manh mé dwa thia dén
gilta miéng nang.

Nang khong tw chu dwgc co rim lai, khong ngirng run ray, nwdc mat rong
rong, “Nguoi la ai...?”.

T6i buéng bat xuong, cham chu nhin hai mat nang, cham rai néi, “Du
Chuong Vuong phi”.

Hai mat nang chgt ma@ to, giong the thé néi, “La ngwoi da hai chét cha
me ta!”.

Toi khong tranh, tuy y dé nang nhao 1én nam vat 4o toi, chgt thdy hoa
mat, bi nang tat mot cai 1én ma.

Ngoc Tu cung Tao thi phia sau xong 1én trieéc don do, toi duwa tay 1én
ngan hai nguoi, lai bi tat thém mot cai nita, hai go ma lap tirc nong rat.

Hué Tam lai dwa tay bop co t6i, toi tranh di, git co tay nang.
V6c ngudi cda toi da tinh 1a nho, c6 gai nay lai con gay hon t6i vai phan,
sttc lyc ¢ tay méng manh, bi t6i gitt khong thé dong day.

“Hai cai tat nay la ta thiéu ng mau than ngwoi”, t6i than nhién mé miéng,
“Néu ngwoi mudn ti minh bao thu thi tredce tién phai séng da roi sau mai

799

nor-.

T6i budng Ngo Hué Tam ra, ditng day phay tay do bé di.
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Tao thi kia di theo t0i tGi trong dinh, cui ngudi noi, “Pa ta Vwong phi”.

“Hué Tam khong thuc l1ong mudn chét, nang con muoén séng sot”. Toi
mét moi thd dai mot tiéng, bong nhd lai diéu trvde d6 Ngoc Tu da nhac,
Ng6 Hué Tam duge phu nhan Kiém Lién cham s6c... Toi nghiéng nguoi
nhin nang, “Nguoi la Kiém phu nhan?”.

Tao thi cii dau xung phai

Toi nhat thoi khong biét noi gi, tram mac mot 1at néi, “Kiém twéng quan
on cha?”.

“Pa ta Vuwong phi quan tam, nha t6i da tdi dai doanh gitip Tong Tuwdng
quan phong ngw”. Tao thi giong ndi nho nhe, hao phong ty nhién, khong
giong nit ti khué cac binh thuong. To6i gat dau noi, “Cuyc kho cho twdng
quan va phu nhan roi”.

Tao thi dé mat 1én, muon néi gi do lai thoi. T6i cam thay ky quai, chuyén
mat nhin k¥ nang. Nang chan chd mot 14t, r6t cudc mé miéng néi, “Nha toi
chi 1a thong Iinh thua vé, chitc danh hén mon, khong ddm duwong noi danh
ham twéng quan”.

T6i ngo ngan, kinh ngac noéi, “Chirc vi cia Kiém Lién sao c6 thé thap
kém nhu vay? Han khong phdi la chdu Ngo6 phu nhan sao?”.

Tao thi c6 chit quan bach, tram mac maot lat, giong nhw phai lay diing khi
that 16n dé cat 16i, “Nha t6i khong chiu dia vao moi quan hé, co tregng lai
chi lo bi lién luy... Nha t6i lubn muén lap cong bao qudc, nhwng nhiéu nam
khong dwgc 1én chitc. Lan nay 6 trvgng gia nhap vao phan quan, nha t6i
cling hét sirc khuyén can. May sao c6 Vwong phi vao thanh, cuéi cung nha
t0i clting ghim cwong tredc b viee*, chwa tao thanh sai 1am 16n. Thiép than
mac du ngu mudi, cling biét ngya tot gap Ba Nhac*, lwong twdng can gap
dwgc minh quan. Khan cau Vwong phi néi gitp nha t6i mot tiéng, bat ké
hiém nghi, chg dé lwong twéng khong dwoc dén dap qudc gia!”. Nang néi
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mot mach, hai ma do 1én, quy trudc mat t6i, “Thiép than xin khiu ta Vwong
phi & day!”.

*Ghim cwong trede bo viee: y néi dirng lai ding lic, chuyén huéng di
theo con duwong dung.

*Ba Nhac: ho Tén tén Duong, song vao thoi Xuan Thu, 1a ngudi rat biét
xem twéng ngwa, cham nudi ngya va con ca mét quyén Ma kinh (Kinh dién
Ve ngwa) con truyén ¢ doi. Cau néi “Nguwa tot gap Ba Nhac” y chi nguoi tai
phai gap ding ngudi biét trong dung méi c6 co hoi dwgce phat huy hét kha
nang.

Loi noi tuy xuat phat tir tw tdm, chi lo Kiém Lién than la ké dau hang sé
bi ngwoi khac coi thwong cho nén méi cau tinh... Song 10i nang noi cling la
chan thanh, khéng cé niva phan ninh ho6t. Nhin tudi nang xap xi ca ca, tam
co gan da sang sudt khong thua dang nam nhi khién t6i ndy sinh long kinh
né, voi tv tay do nang day.

“Kiém Lién c6 hién thé thé nay, c6 thé thady dugc han khong phai la
lwong twdng thi cling la nguwoi co phuc”. Toi nhin nang, nhwéng may cuoi,
bat gidc c6 cam giac than thiét, “Vwong Huyén tudi tré kién thitc nong can,
néu Kiém phu nhan khong ché thi bat ctr lic nao cling c6 thé tdi gap, ta
cung ban sy vu”.

Tao thi mirng r&, voi quy goi.
Ban dém, t6i tran troc khong nga dugc.

Tong Hoai n c6 y muon t6i ti hanh quan chuyén vao phu Thit st, tuy la
tht vé sam nghiém, an toan khong lo, nhuwng t6i vira nham mat la nhd lai
Ng6 phu nhan, nhé t6i Hué Tam, lam sao con c6 thé nga yén? Dém cang
lic cang khuya, to6i van khong hé buon ngu, danh khoac do choang vao,
ding 1én di ra khoi dinh vién.
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Bau troi dém t6i den, khong thdy mot chit anh trang, chi mo ho cé thé
thdy duwoc linh gac dém voi vang di lai tuan tra dau twong thanh duwdi anh
Itra xa xa phia chan troi. T6i chi dan theo vai thi nit tri'c dém, khong c6 goi
Ngoc T4, nang da may ngay kinh hai mét khong chiu néi, tré vé phong la
ngu say.

Litng thitng di dén ctta nodi vién, chgt thady ngoai vién dén dudc sang
trurng, van c6 quan si ban ron ra vao phu.

To6i lang yén di tGi sanh, bao thi vé gac ctra khong can lén tiéng. Chi thay
trong sanh cé vai vi gido twéng dang vay quanh truedc du do, ngwoi ding &
chinh gitra 1a Tong Hoai n. Han da thay mot tdim do bao lam, dwgi d&nh nén
chiéu cang 16 ro vé tudn td, 16i néi ci chi thong dong kién dinh, an c6
phong do cua mot dai twéng.

Nghi dén nam dé6 lic Tiéu Ky con la thiéu nién han ciing c6 khi phach
hao hung nhuv vay.

To6i lang lang ditng d6 mot ldc 1au, han cling khong phat hién, chi chuyén
chi no6i cach bd tri binh lyc phong ngy véi nhitng ngwoi khac. Long toi
tham vui mirng, xoay ngudi dang muon roi di lai nghe phia sau c6 nguoi
kinh ngac noi, “Vuong phi!”.

Quay dau lai, Téng Hoai n bong nhién ngang dau, binh tinh nhin lai toi.

“Gio da muon roi, néu khong c6 quan vu khan cdp, chw vi nén sém hoi
phu nghi ngoi di”. Toi di vao trong sanh, nhe nhang cwdi néi véi moi
nguoi.

Tong Hoai n gat dau cwdi mot tiéng, theo 10i cho moi nguwdi nghi.

Toi titng budc thong tha tdi trwde dia do, han tram madc theo st phia sau,
van duy tri khodng céach vai thudc, truede sau luon kinh can.
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“Thuong thé ctia ngwoi thé nao r6i?”. Téi mim cwdi ngoanh lai.

Han cui dau ndi, “Pa khong con dang ngai, chi la vét thwong ngoai da
thit, da ta Vwong phi lo lang”.

Thay than sac han c6 vé mat ty nhién, td6i khong khoi bat cudi, “Hoai n,
vl sao noi chuyeén v@i ta ma nhw gap dai dich vay?”.

Han chot ngan ngo, giong nhuw bi cau néi dua cua téi lam kinh s, hai tai
bat giac dé birng.

Thay han xdu ho nhu thé, t6i cling khong dam néi dua nita, ho nhe mét
tiéng, nghiém mat néi, “Theo tinh hinh trdc mat, nguwoi néi Kién Tri
Vuong lieu c6 qua song tredec khong?”.

Than sac Tong Hoai n c6 chit hodng hét, sttng s6t mot 1at mGi hoéi dap,
“H6m nay Huy Chau dai loan, khéi Itra n6i 1én bon phia, Kién Trit Vwong
Xtta nay can than da nghi, thdy tinh hinh nhw vay, chac sé khong dam tuy
tién qua song. Cé diéu, thudc ha lo lang thdi gian cang dai cang lam han
kha nghi”.

Toi gat dau ndi, “Pung vay, néu qua that dai quan c6 dén, nhat dinh sé
khong tha thanh khong ra. Cang an binh bat dong, cang 16 ra so hd, sém
muon cling bi han tim dwgc manh méi”.

“Vuong gia da nhan dugc tin bao, néu nhw dwong xa thuan 1gi, khéng
qua nam ngay co thé dén kip”. Téng Hoai n nhiu may, “Phai lam sao dé kéo
dai qua nam ngay, dé la diém mau chét. Kiém Lién da theo ké dem soai ky
Dy Chwong Vwong cam & dau twong thanh, dai doanh dong quan thém
nhiéu bép nau dé tang khoi bép, ngay dém tuan tra khong nghi, gia thanh
thé dai quan vao thanh... Du vay, thudc ha thdy nhiéu nhat ciing chi c6 thé
kéo dai dugc ba ngay”.
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To6i tram mdc, trong 1ong sém da c6 su chuan bi, tinh huéng xau nhat la
phai dong dao binh.

“Néi nhu vay, ba ngay sau, khong thé tranh khoi mot cude ac chién?”.
T6i nghiém nghi nhin vé phia han.

Tong Hoai n ditt khoat gat dau, “Ching ta it nhat van can tha vitng hai
ngay, khién Kién Trit Vwong phai ¢ ngoai thanh, chd Vwong gia tdi”.

Toi nhiu may cham rai noi, “Binh lwc Huy Chau khong du, quan coi gitr
thanh xwa nay quen nhan nha, bai hoai thanh tinh, thao luyén so sai, lai co
nguoi long khong kién dinh... Néu kién quyét hgp lai, ta e khong tha dugc
qua hai ngay”.

“Ngan khong dugc cling phai ngan!”, Téng Hoai n nguwdc mat lén, day
mat tira nhw dong bang, “Thudc ha da truyén 1énh toan quan, mot khi thanh
bi ph4, ta lién phong héa dot thanh, dai quan coi gitt toan thanh, ngudi gia,
phu ni* va tré em ctung phan quan dong tang*!”.

*Pong tang: chét chung.
T6i chan dong, hoang sg nhin han, mét hoi lau khong no6i nén 10i.
Han nghiém nghi nhin t6i, chdm rai néi, “Tinh hinh da thé nay, danh phai

dap noi dim thuyén, gio khong con dwong lui nita, chi c6 thé 1ay tinh mang
ra chién dau!”.

https://thuviensach.vn



NGHIEP PE VUONG
Mi Ngit Gia

www.dtv-ebook.com
Chuong 22: Séng Vai

edit & beta: Han Phong Tuyét

Gi6 dém Huy Chau mém mai hon Ninh Séc, xuyén qua man dém thang
nam, tham dan hoi mat vao trong vat 4o, thoi t6c mai toi bay tan loan.

Toi ditng gitta san, ngira dau nhin vé phia chan trdi, nhe nhang than thé,
“Giao chién nhu vay khong biét sé bién toa thanh nay thanh nhw thé nao
nira”.

Tong Hoai n lang yén choc 14t r6i néi: “Thit st Banh Trach da khéi binh
tao phan, cung dot khoi Itta vdi cac quan dong nam, mot khi dwdng thiy bi
chiém thi e Lang Gia ciing khong thai binh nita. Truéng Cong chia ltc nay
con dang trén duong di, néu biét dugc chuyén xady ra & Banh Trach e la sé
khong con tiép tuc téi Lang Gia”.

T6i am dam thé dai néi: “Gia mau ldc nay han la dang trén dwong tré vé
kinh thanh... Véi tinh tinh ctia ngudi, trd vé cling tot”.

“Chang 1& Trudng Cong chda khong biét kinh thanh gdp nguy?”, Téng
Hoai n nhiu may, than sac thoang qua vé lo lang.

“Cling chi vi nguyén nhan kinh thanh gap nguy, gia mau mdi bang long
vé Lang Gia”. Toi bat dac di cwdi mot tiéng. Phu thé da may chuc nam, cho
du c6 oan han phu than ra sao, ltic séng chét can ké, mau than van lwa chon
& bén canh nguwdi. Tinh tinh Tan Man Trudng Cong chda, mét khi da ngang
buéng thi khong ai cé thé ngan can dwgc. Loan Banh Trach bitc kinh thanh
t@i chon nguy nan, c6 Ié cling da cho mau than thay dwoc tinh cam that cia
minh.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Vwong phi ndi nhu vay, phai giai thich thé nao?”. Tong Hoai n van con
mo ho.

T6i con chra mudn dem chuyén nha ké cho nguwoi khac, chi cwdi nhat,
“Ta tin chac ngudi sé trd lai kinh thanh, cting giong nhw ta sé ¢ lai Huy
Chau”.

“Nguwoi mudn & lai Huy Chau?”, Téng Hoai n d6t nhién cao giong, quén
lu6n phép tac ton ti, nhin t6i ma ca gian thot 1én, “Tuyét doi khéng duwgc!”.

Dudi bong dém, may kiém cua han nhéch 1én, doi con nguoi day vé lo
lang.

Nhin 4nh mét 4y, t6i bong nhién cing thing, tim dap thinh thich. Anh
mat d6 khong mang vé kinh can ma day vé khan thiét, cting khong phai anh
mat ha than nhin chu thwgng, 1a &nh mat mot nam t nhin vé mét ni ta.

Han voi vang néi: “Huy Chau sap danh mot tran 16n, thudc ha da chuan
bi san sang dé sang sém ngay mai Bang Quy ho tong Vwong phi ra khoi
thanh, huéng 1én phia bac hgp nhat véi Vwong gia... Bat ké nhw thé nao,
quyét khong thé dé Vwong phi mao hiém!”.

T6i hoi nghiéng minh, tranh di anh mat néng ruc dot nguwdi caa han,
trong long co chut loan.

Nhét thoi xung quanh vo cung tinh 1ang, chi c6 tiéng gi6 dém dang thoi
ta 4o bay phat pho.

“Nguoi chi can doc toan lyc tha thanh, chuyén di hay & ta tw biét can
nhac”. T6i dinh than, thap giong néi.

Tong Hoai n khong vira y, toan néi gi do lai chgt ngtrng, méi mim chat
nhw soi chi.
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T6i dwa mat lang lang nhin han, “Nguoi theo Viong gia dan than sa
trrong bao nam nay da tirng lan nao lui budce khi gap nguy chwa?”.

Han nhiu may néi: “La twéng quan duong nhién phai chét trén sa treong,
Vuwong phi la mét nit t, ha c6 thé danh dong?”.

“Vay...”, t6i khé mim cuwdi, “Néu nhw Vuong gia ¢ day, chang liéu c6 bd
roi cac nguoi, mot minh di ti nan?”.

“Cai dé6 cling khong thé danh dong!”, Tong Hoai n ca gian noi.

T6i mim cwdi nhin thang han, “Co gi khac chi? Ta la Dy Chuong Vuong
phi, duwong nhién sé cung tién lui v4i twdng si cia Dy Chwong Vuong”.

Tong Hoai n yén lang budng tam mat, khong tranh cai véi toi nita.

Doc theo con dwong vong véo dan tdi ndi vién, han tram maéc theo sat ho
tong phia sau, mai tGi cra vién méi dirng chan déi mat nhin t6i di vao
trong.

Di vao 16i ré bén trong vién, van loang thoang cam nhan dwoc anh mat
phia sau... T6i khéng kim dwoc dirng chan quay dau lai, thay than anh mo&
nhat kia c6 doc ditng triwdc ctra, 6ng tay ao tung bay, vé tich mich khong
noi thanh 10i.

Troi vira madi hirng sang, quan si lén di Loc Linh quan tham do tinh hinh
hoi bao dai quan Kién Trit Vwong dang gap rut dong thuyén. Vai doi
thuyén nhé dugc phai di tham do tin titc quan ta vira rang sang nhich dwoc
t@i gan bo bén nay thi bi quan tuan tra dém phat hién, ra sttc danh lui.

Kiém Lién da phong téa bon ctra thanh, ha 1énh cho quan dan trong thanh
dy trit lwong thue chuan bi cho chién tranh, lai triéu tap binh linh déng
quan & Loc Linh quan, khong cho phép bat ky ké nao tir phia nam vao
thanh. Gitta trwa nay Loc Linh quan da dong, trong ngoai nhan ma nhuv thuy
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triéu, dan ching phu can gia diu tré dat tranh nhau vao thanh trueéc khi
déng ctra, mong tranh dwgc chién suy.

Lién ti€p hai ngay trdi qua, chién thuyén cua Kién Trit Vwong bén bo
song da tao thé tran. Sac troi dan t6t 1én, loang thoang cé thé thay dugc co
chién tung bay bén bo kia.

Pén ngay tht ba, thuyén qua song tham do nhiéu 1én, thi thodng con ban
tén lén twong thanh, kéu gao khiéu khich. Kiém Lién va Tong Hoai n luan
phién tht gitt dau twong thanh, nghiém 1énh c6 thu, khong cho phép quan
gitr thanh phan kich. Kién Trit Vwong cang thit tham do cang dé 16 ra sy
hoai nghi e ngai cta han, t6 r6 han khéng biét duwgc sy tinh that gia trong
thanh Huy Chau.

Ngoai thanh may gi6 bién héa ky la, trong thanh long ngwoi bang hoang.

Dan chung ban ron tich trit lwong thyc ti nan, nhitng cha budn gao trong
thanh vQi va dong ctra, mac cho dan ngheo nan ni ra sao cting khong chiu
mé&. Huy Chau da nhiéu nam chwa c6 chién sy, lwong thao du trit cho quan
lau khong kiém ké, gio nam moc rat nhiéu, khong biét c6 thé cung cap
dugc trong bao lau.

Trudc mat bong nay sinh hang loat rac roi khién t6i khong thé @ng pho
kip. Lic nhé du da hoc qua khong it binh thw thao lwge, nhuwng cude song
lai mwa dam tham dat* chuyén quyén lyc chén cung dinh, thé nén viéc lo
lang 4o com rat doi binh thwong nay véi t6i nhw thé méi nghe lan dau.
Quan lai Huy Chau xwa nay chi quen an choi chan ché ca ngay, yén tiéc ca
mua tan doc thanh thoi, t6i lic that sy phdi dung binh thi cd dam chi biét
noi suong.

*Mua dam tham dat: thwong nghe, thay nén ciling bi anh huwéng.

Pang lic bé tac, Kiém phu nhan Tao thi tién ci may tén lai* xuat than
nghéo khd, bao gom ca trong ho hang nha nang téng cong cé muoi bay
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nguoi, déu la nhitng ngwdi chinh trirc quanh nam ban ron chon pha nha, am
hiéu dan tinh, lam viéc can cu, d& dugc cho t6i ngay lic dau soi Itra bong.
May ngay lién ti€p moi nguwoi khong nga khong nghi kiém ké kho lwong,
sap xép lai lwong thao duy tri¥, bén canh d6 con mé kho lwong thuc chuyén
cttu té. Trong thanh long nguwdi dan 6n dinh, hon loan tam ngirng.

*Lai: chitc vu khong cé pham cap thoi phong kién.

Trudc kia toi van biét quan lai triéu dinh bai hoai, con chau quy toc danh
gia khong co chi tién tha, chi biét hwdng thy, nhung khong ngd da muc nat
t6i muc do nay.

Toi dat tay 1én tran thd dai, nhd tdi ca ca ¢ kinh thanh, chi cam thay bat
lue, trong 1ong thap thom lo au.

Troi da vé dém. Theo dy liéu cia Téng Hoai n, Kién Trit Vuwong e 1a khé
c6 thé kién nhan chg qua dém nay.

T6i va Tao thi cung ding trén twong thanh. Sap tdi nita dém, bau troi
Huy Chau trang mo sao thwa, hét sitc tinh lang.

Phong thu twong thanh van nhw trwdc, khong chit bai roi, lo lang, nhung
toan thanh ciling da tham dé cao canh gigi, quan linh gii thanh bon phia déu
san sang chién dau.

Tong Hoai n va Kiém Lién nghe tin chting t6i 1én twong thanh thi voi va
chay t6i, hai ngudi déu mac giap deo kiém, mat han 1én nhitng tia do.

Nghe Tao thi néi, Kiém Lién da ba ngay chwa vé phu, van lu6n & trong
doanh, gid khac nay hai vg chéng gap nhau noi dau thanh, khi cudc chién
sinh t sap tdi, ho chi tram lang nhin nhau, khong cat 1ay mira 16i, nhung
anh mat da noi hét thay.
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Trong long t6i xtic dong, mim cuwdi xoay ngudi ndi vai Tong Hoai n:
“Tong twéng quan xin moi di theo ta”.

R0i xa vg chong ho may trugng ro6i, toi méi dirng buwéc ngoanh lai, hoi
cuoi véi Tong Hoai n, “Dé cho hai ngudi ho cé khong gian riéng”.

Tong Hoai n mim cwdi khong noéi gi, liéc nhin t6i mot cai that sau roi cup
mi.

Ba ngay vilra qua, t6i ludn c6 y tranh, méi ngay ngoai triv lic thwong nghi
chuyén quan trong thi khong gap mat han. Mai khi c6 viéc vat t6i déu sai
Ngoc T lui tGi truyén 10i. Nang tredc gio moi lan nhac t6i Tong twéng
quan déu mat may hén hé, lic nay Téng Hoai n ditng ngay triedc mat, nang
lai cti dau dirng sau toi, ngay ca liéc cting khong dam liéc han mot cai.
Tinh cam thiéu nién, ai ciing thé.

Chién su sap no ra, t6i lai bi tinh cAm cua phu thé Kiém Lién va tam tuw
cua Ngoc Tu lam cam dong.

Tong Hoai n cling khé mim cwoi, nguwng than nhin ra mdt séng, khong
nhac tdi chién sy nita chit, dwong nhw khong muén quay nhiéu s yén lang
chéc 1at chon nay.

Tinh mich mot Iic 1au cho dén khi Ngoc T 1én tiéng phéa vd s yén lang,
“Mit song da cé swong mu roi, Vwong phi c6 muon khoac thém 4o
khong?”.

To6i lac dau, lai thay trén mat song qua thuc da ngap day swong khoi, tia
nhw cé tdm lya ngii sac mong bao phu 1én méat nwdc, cham rai lvu dong.

“Qua hai canh gio nita chinh la lic mat séng c6 nhiéu swong mu nhat”.
Tong Hoai n cii dau, giong néi mang theo vé tiéu diéu, “D6é chinh la thoi
co t6t nhat dé cong thanh. Néu qua gio Dan ma khong thay quan dich dot
kich thi ching ta sé chéng choi dwgc thém mot ngay nita”.
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Trong long t6i sg dén run nhwng van cwoi néi: “Pa qua gio Ty, hom nay
la ngay thit tw r6i, dai quan tién phong cia Vwong gia da tdi gan ching ta
hon rat nhiéu. C6 1€ gio nay ngay mai vién quan sé t6i”.

“Ké muu tri da nghi, ké diing manh vo lo”, han hoi cuwdi tram ngam néi,
“Chung ta dong ctra khong chién von 1a ké hoan binh, may ma déi thu lan
nay la Kién Tri* Vwong, ngudi nay gitng gia da nghi, thdy tinh trang nay thi
c6 1é cang thém phan canh giac, chi lo bi ltra gat”.

To6i phu hoa cwoi theo, giong ché giéu ndi, “Phai, chi mong han c6 thém
vai phan than trong nita, nhat dinh khong dwgc hoc theo 16 méng nhuw thiéu
nién”.

Tong Hoai n nhin t6i cuoi.

Quay veé phong nhung khong thé ngt, da nghe thém hai tiéng tréng canh
qua.

Khong ngirng hoi Ngoc T thoi gian tir gio Ty ba khac dén dau gio
Dan... T6i v6i nang bat dau buén ngt diu mat, nam guc trén ban nira tinh

nita mo. Bi mot tiéng trong canh nita lam giat minh, Ngoc Tu thitc day hoéi
thi ni¥ trc dém méi biét da t6i gio Mao.

Qua thue da chéng dwoc thém mot ngay nira!

Nhin chan troi phia dong dan sang lén chiéu vao dau twong, téi chi cam
thdy toan than v cing mét moi.

May ngay qua chwa tirng ngu yén, lic nay tang da nang trong long vira
tam roi xuéng, rét cudc toi cling khong chiu ding dugce thém nita.

Trwdc lic nham mat ngq, t6i dan do Ngoc Td gio Thin thi tGi danh thirc
t0i, sau d6 khong chd Ngoc Tt dap lai da nhanh chong thiép di.
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Mot gidc ngu diém nhién khong mong mi, v6 ctung binh an.

Trong lic mo ho tinh lai, toi thoang thay nhw Tiéu Ky dang cudi Mac
Giao xuat hién triwéc mat, tir phia xa xa cham rai di tdi, rat cham, rat
cham,... T6i chi han khong thé lao t&i quat cho Mdc Giao mot tran, bat con
ngwa khong ngoan nay chay nhanh lén mot chut.

“Pén, dén, Vuong gia dén...”, trong mong con cé tiéng nguwoi ho 1én.

T0i cwoi ciya minh, lai bi ai do lay that manh, lap tc tinh day. La Ngoc
Tt dang gang sirc lay t0i, miéng khong ngirng la hét gi do, toi giat minh
trong choc lat da nghe 16. ..

Nang néi, Vuong gia dén.

Thi ni* xung quanh déu vui mirng han hoan, ngoai ctra c6 tiéng budc
chan cua thi vé gdp gap nghénh don — qua thyc khong phéi la mong.

T6i nhdy xudng giwong, vé 1ay ngoai bao khodac 1én nguwoi, tiy y x6 giay
chay nhanh ra cta.

Tay ao phat phao, téc dai bi téc thoi bay tung. Hanh lang t6i van quen di
lai sao thwong ngay khong thdy dai nhw vay chi? Truwedc mat bao nhiéu
nguoi, lan dau tién t6i mac ké khuon phép, nhac vay sai budc chay that
nhanh, chi han khong moc dwgc doi canh 1ap tic bay t6i noi chang.

Ngoai ctra 16n, xa xa trong thay co sodi lua den théu hinh rong bay phan
phat dudi anh mat troi.

Do 1a sodi ky Dy Chuwong Vwong, né xuat hién c6 nghia la Dai twéng
quan Tieu Ky dich than tdi.

Than anh cao 16n uy nghi hién hach trén lung chién ma den huyeén kia,
dwéi anh nang troi nhu thé chién than ha pham.
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T6i ngang dau lén, trrdc mat la nang trwa rang rd, nhung cling khong thé
chéi mat bang than anh trén Iwng ngua Ay.

Ao giap vay lan sang loang, chién ma nhu myc bom s ti¥, 4o choang den
théu rong vang twa nhuw mudn theo gié bay 1én trdi. Phia sau chang la doi
quan chinh té hung manh, nhw thé bic twong chan stng sittng khong nhin
thdy diém cudi, lai nhw thuy triéu dang tir phwong xa cuon cudn tGi.

Nguoi ngudi quy rap, dong thanh tham bai, chi c6 mot minh t6i 4o moéng
dirng lang tredc ngua chang.

Nguoi téi ngay dém mong ngong, ngay ca trong mao ciing thay gio dang
xuat hién tredc mat, bang da bang thit ma t6i lai ditng chon chan tai cho
khong noi nen 10i.

Chang giuc ngya tién 1én phia truwdc, vion tay veé phia toi.

Toan than nhe bong hwéng vé phia chang nghénh dén, nhw van dang con
trong mong.

Chang cam lay tay t0i, long ban tay &m ap manh mé, nhe nhang kéo t6i
1én lung ngwa. Duwéi anh mat troi chéi mat, t6i nhin thady gwong mat than
quen kem theo nu cwoi cua chang. Qua thyc la Tieu Ky, nguwoi ma toi luon
nhé mong, chua tirng c6 gio khac nao quén khong nght tdi.

“Ta da tGi”. Nu cudi ctia chang am ap, anh mat néng ruc, giong ndi tram
thap binh tinh. Nu cwoi nay chi c6 téi thdy dugc, ba chit nay ciing chi minh
t0i nghe dwgc. Sudt nam ngay rong ra lén dwong vat va kho nhoc, 1ong
néng nhu Itta dot, binh si ngwa to6t khong ngirng hanh quan... t6i mac du
khong thé thay nhung cling c6 thé twéng twong ra dugc.

Bo6n mat nhin nhau, khong can bat cit 16i ngot ngao nao. Chang t6i, da
du.
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Pai quan tién phong cia Dy Chwong Vwong dap trén anh mat troi chéi
chang, ao ao tién vao trong thanh.

Trwdc mat bao ngudi, chang va t6i cwdi chung mét con ngwa, xuyén qua
dam ngudi khong ngdt 10i tung ho, di thang 1én thanh 1au, dén nhan sy
hoan nghénh nhu nwéc phia dwéi. Tam quan hoan h6 nhw sam, tinh than
dang cao, dan chiing trong thanh n6 mic di theo, tiéng ho nhuw tiéng séng
thay triéu khong ngirng vang vong khap thanh. Ca doi t6i chwa titng thay
qua vé nao nhiét nhu vay, cam giac nhuw nhitng con ngwoi dang can ké bo
tuyét vong cudi cung cling chd dén dugc vi than citu v6t van ching khéi
dau sobi lira bong. Pay ciling 1a lan dau tién t6i dwgc tan mat thay, Dy
Chuong Vuong uy vong la thé.

Gio khac nay day, t6i mang than phan Dy Chwong Vwong phi, séng vai
trén ngwa cung chang, cung nhau don nhan niém kinh nguwdng cia dan
chung.

Suv hoan nghénh ttr tan day long nay chwa chac hoang ton quy tdc da c6
thé c6 duoc.

Pay la dan tam.
Canh twgng tredc mat khién toi vo cung xtc dong, mot hoi 1au khong néi
nén loi.

Cho tdi khi roi khéi twong thanh, quay vé pht nha t6i mdi chgt giat minh
nhan ra ban than téc loan chwa bui, mat moc ao don, ct nhuw vay bi 6m
trong nguc Tiéu Ky.

Ma twdng linh trai phdi, tham chi ba quan twéng si dudi thanh déu nhin
thdy dugc bo dang nay... Hai go ma toi nhat thoi nong 1én, han khong thé
1ap titc dao ho chui xudng, cuéng quyt cuii thap mat, khong dam doi dién
v6i anh mat cia moi nguoi.
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“Nang lam gi thé?”, Tiéu Ky kinh ngac cti dau héi toi.

Mat toi cang nong thém, giong noéi nhe téi mitc khong thé nhe hon dwoc
nita, “Chang lai dé cho ta xuat hién v4i bd dang nay”.

Chu twong di theo phia sau chi cach c6 hon mot tregng ma chang con
hang giong cwoi 16n, “Nang ngay ca mot toa thanh cling dam doat, lic nay
lai xau ho?”.

Co tiéng cuoi thap bi dé nén tir phia sau truyeén tdi... Toi xau ho vo cung,
khong dam md& miéng nita, chi sg chang tréu choc.

Vra vé tdi pht nha, t6i 1ap titc nhdy xuong khoi lung ngwa di vé noi
vién, trong long tham gian doi, khong thém quay dau héi han gi.

V0i vang tam rita thay quan do, trang diém chinh té di ra ngoai, Ngoc Tt
lai n6i Vuong gia da dén quan doanh, khong ghé vao day.

T6i ngan ngo, chgt cudi kho. Chang dwong nhién phai 1ay viéc quan lam
trong, tat bat dém ngay chay t6i day cling chwa han la vi mot minh toi.

Am dam ngbi dua vao ban trang diém, trong long khéng budn sau ciing
chang than thd. Trai qua mdy ngay lo au kinh sg lién tiép, to6i da qua mét
moi, kho khan 1am méi mong dugc chang, 1ong von nén tran day vui mirng
gio lai khong khoi than tho... Khi chang khéng c6 & day, t6i van mGt minh
mot nguwoi song qua ngay, do twdng ban than citng coi; nay chang da tdi, t6i
lién hoi phuc nguyén hinh, nguyén dwoc chang che ché & phia sau giong
nhu cai dém ¢ Ninh Soc do.

Trong lic nhat thoi mat di hitng th, vira thdo xong bui téc, cdm gidc mét
moi rd roi da ap toi.

Hai ngay nay qua thuc rat mét moi, toi 1én giwong nam, von chi dinh
nghi ngoi chdc lat ma bat giac lai nga thiép di.
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Mo ho cam giac c6 nguoi gitp téi dap chan, hoi thd nam t¥ quen thude
nhan nhat pha xuong.

T6i khéng muén mé mat, nghiéng dau hwéng vao phia trong.

“Khong muon nhin thay ta?”. Ngén tay chang nhe vudt toc mai toi, giong
ndi tram thap dm ap, “Luc sang la ai chay nhuw dién tGi tredc ngya cia ta?”.

No6i t6i ltc ay, t6i chgt mém long, khé m@ mat lang lang nhin.

Mat chang van lén nhitng tia dé, dwdi cam rau moc den nhan nhat, girong
mat day vé mét moi.

T6i khong lam mat lanh nita, dat tay 1én c6 chang, yéu 6t hoi, “Chang rot
cudc da may ngay roi khong ngua?”.

Chang cuwdi mot tiéng, khong tré 10i, chi 6m t6i vao long.

“Vwong phi, 1an nay nang lam rat t6t”, chang nghiém nghi nhin t6i, “Bon
Vuwong rat kham phuc”.

T6i nhat thdi ngac nhién, chwa kip n6i gi lai nghe thdy chang chuyén
giong, danh thép noi, “Nhung A Vi, mdc du nang vo cung thong minh
nhung ta cling khong thé coi ré an nguy cia nang dé doi 1ay mot toa
thanh!”.

“Trén doi nay con hung hiém nao ta chua tirng thdy qua? Ké ca Kién Tri
Vuwong kia co doat dugec Huy Chau, ta cling khong kiéng ky”, giong chang
van vo0 cung nghiém tdc, “Nang von c6 co hdi thoat than an toan lai tw
nhién lam khé bén than... Phai biét binh dao khong c6 mat, ngay do néu c6
ntta phan khong may, cho du ta chap canh bay téi cling khong mang dugc
nang toan thay ve!”.
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Lic nay nghi tdi, dém hom dé qua thwe vo cing nguy hiém, trong long
t0i cling cam thdy s¢ nhung van citng dau néi: “Nhwng cudi cung ching ta
da thang”.

“Thang thi sao ch?”, Tiéu Ky dot nhién ndi gian, “Tiéu mo than trai qua
tram tran chién, chién thang con thiéu sao? Thang dugc mdt Huy Chau thi
thé nao? Nhuwng néu thua mat nang, ta di dau tim mét Vwong Huyén nita?
Ngay ca thua mot van Huy Chau ciing khong thé...”.

Chang tirc gian nhin t6i, mot cau dén khée miéng lai khong noi ra.

“Cling khong thé cai gi?”, trong long t6i da biét rat rd6 nhwng van nhe
giong hoi chang, nu cwoi da khong kim dugc ma hé trén moi.

Tiéu Ky tri'ng mat nhin t6i mot hoi 1au, bat dac di thé dai, manh mé 6m
chat t6i, cam cham xu6ng bén gdy, “Ciing khong thé... thua mat nang”.

Loi ngot ngao nhu vay duwgc chang néi ra c6 cdm giac nhw mudn phan
kho khan, mu6n phan nang né.

T6i cwoi thanh tiéng, dat tay 1én dau vai chang, nwdc mat bat giac trao ra.

“Doc duwong ta chi mudn 16i nang tgi 1ay roi quat mot tran! Ai bdo nang
dam to gan lam loan!”, chang cwdi kho, “Cang téi gan Huy Chau lai cang

sg... Chi can nghi t&i néu nhw nang gap bat trac gi, ta sé san bang cai thanh
nay, bat toan quan Kién Trir Vwong tuan tang!”.

T6i vin vat do chang, chi cuwdi, vira cwdi vira len 1én lau di nwdc mat,
nhung nwdc mat van khong ngirng roi.

Chang cti dau li€c nhin vat 4o tréc cua minh, dé khéc dé cuoi,
“Nang...”.
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Trong phong dan dan t6i di, ngoai ctra s6 hoang hon da budng day.
Khong ngo t6i ngti mdt gidc tGi thang chiéu toi.

Nhin gwong mdt mét moi cua chang, nghi tdi chang vira vao thanh da ban
ron tram viéc, nao la bo tri quan vu, chinh dén phong tht, e 1a da ban biu
sudt mot ngay.

T6i nhe nhang noi: “Mat do thé nay r6i, nghi ngoi di thoi”.
Tiéu Ky cuwoi cuwoi, “Ta ding la rat mét”.

Toi voi vang ditng day xudng giwong, goi thi nit mang nwdc nong tra
néng vao, vira vat khan cho chang rita mat vira cwdi noi, “Thiép than hau
ha Vuong gia di ngu”.

“Vuong phi hién lvong”. Tiéu Ky lwdi biéng bat cuwdi, rira mat xong lién
nam xudng ngay.

Toi voi vang kéo chang, “Nao c6 ai mdc nguyén y phuc di ngu?”.

“Pau thanh binh khong céi giap, chon khué cac ha c6 thé cdi y phuc nga
yén?”, chang van con tam tu tréu choc t6i, kéo t6i 1én giwong, diu dang noi,
“Ndm cung ta mot 1at, nita canh gid sau danh thitc ta day”.

T6i danh gat dau, kéo chan dap cho chang.

Pang muon noéi chuyén vdi chang lai nghe thiy hoi thd déu déu caa
chang. Chang da ngu say swa, m6i méng van con virong nu cwoi, vét nhan
trén doi may hoi gidn ra. Tay chang 6m chat bén hong t6i, ngu say roi van
khong chiu buong. Toi khong dam ctr dong chut nao, chi sg lam chang tinh.
Nam trong long nguwc chang, lang lang dwa mat nhin gwong mat chang, chi
cam thay nhin mot doi mot kiép nay cling khong du.
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Dot nhién thite tinh, toan goi chang day, lai thay bén goi trong tron
khong con ai.

Béng dém da phua sau bén ngoai, thi ra to6i da ngu 1au dén vay, tham chi
Tiéu Ky roi di lac nao cting khong hay.

Co ho nhw cd ngay hom nay t6i chi cé ngq, tinh than vo cung sang khoai.
An biYa t6i qua loa, tdi trang diém nhe, mang theo 4o khoéc ngoai di vé
phia twong thanh. Su6t doc dwdng di Ngoc Tt déu cudi hi hi tréu gheo t0i,
Xem ra nang cang ngay cang lon mat.

Di 1én thanh lau, xa xa da thady chang mac 4o giap deo kiém dan theo mot
sO twdng linh di tuan sat phong ngy ban dém.

T6i cham rai dén gan, chi s¢ pha ngang ho nghi sy, voi vang bao thi vé
khong duwgc 1én tiéng, lang lang ditng cach d6 mot doan khong xa.

Than hinh Tiéu Ky cao ngét, ditng gitta mot dam twdéng linh khoi ngdé ma
van chéi mat vo cung.

Lic nay trén twong thanh dén dudc sang rie chiéu rd canh twgng hon don
bén duwdi: dan phu stta chita, ché tao thuyén chién bén b séng ban ron
khong nghi, quan si xay dung phong tran khong ngung lui téi. Binh linh
tuan tra qua lai tap nap, thi thoang lai c6 nguwdi ban hoa tién vé phia mat
song rong, dwa vao anh Itta dé xem tinh hinh trén séng. Tinh trang hién gio
con réi ren hon thwong ngay, nhu thé dang pho truong thanh thé.

T6i nhiu may tram ngam, nhat thoi khong nghi ra day la do dau. Trong
lic dang suy tu chot nghe thay mot giong néi hao sang quat vé phia nay,
“Ké nao dang ¢ day?”.

Toi ca kinh. La mot dai twéng ding ben canh Tiéu Ky phat hién ra toi.
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Thay toi tir tir di ra, chiing twéng cling ngac nhién, nhanh chéng khom
minh hanh €.

Tiéu Ky khé mim cuwoi, “Sao nang lai tGi day?”.
Toi dua chiéc do choang trong tay cho chang, chi cwdi khéng néi.

Chang nhan ldy chiéc do, diu dang dwa mat nhin t6i, lai chi than nhién
néi, “Dém trén twong thanh rat lanh, nang tré vé di”.

Vi twéng quan kia chgt cwdi vang mot tiéng, 6m quyén hwéng vé phia toi
néi, “Khéng ngd t¢i mot nit ti¥ yéu diéu nhw Vwong phi lai co6 thé nghi ra
diéu ké doat thanh, that la ni* trung hao kiét, 1do Ho ta vd cung bdi phuc!”.

T6i ngan ra, nghe han hao phong néi nhw vay lai cam thay thu vi, khom
nguoi cudi néi, “Ho6 twdng quan khen nham r6i”.

Tong Hoai n va Kiém Lién nhin nhau ma cuoi.

Tiéu Ky chap tay sau lung, mim cwdi n6i, “Pay la Chinh L6 twdng quan
Ho Quang Liét”.

Co nguoi tiép 161, “Nguwdi nay rat nhiéu 1oi, moi ngwoi goi la Mang
twdng quan”.

Tat ca cuwoi 16n, H6 Quang Liét guwgng gao vo dau nhung khong hé gian