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M¢é baUu
Bién vé dém, tinh lang gan nhw tuyét doi.

Tiéng séng vO mudn doi khong ngung nghi tr man dém siau tham
vong dén, roi lai tan vao man dém.

Han ngoi trén ke bé tong chan séng lanh ngat, doi dién vGi dém toi bat
tan, ngwoi chim trong hoi thd buodt gia.

Su6t mdy thang nay, han dan vat khong sao ké xiét. May tuan qua han
nat 6c uy nghi. Va tr vai ngay tr@ lai ddy, tam tri han chi cham cham vao
mot muc tiéu duy nhat, cu thé va ré rang.

Han da 1én ké hoach xong xudi.
Tat ca da san sang.
Chi con chd bon ching can cau.

Han biét r0 ké hoach nay khong hé hoan hdo, tham chi con c6 phan
cau tha. Nhung han cling chang dinh sap xép moi thit ti mi chac an ngay tw
dau.

Du c6 c6 gang dén dau, nguwoi van la ngudi chit khong phai than
thanh. Ao twéng trd thanh than thanh thi dé, nhung hin biét, di 1a nguoi

tran mat thit thi thién tai bac nhat cling khé long hoan hao duoc.

DPa khong phai than thanh thi la sao tinh toan duwgc twong lai thit luon
thay doi do long da con ngudi, do nhitng hanh dong bat ngd va bao co héi
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ngau nhién?

Ctt coi thé gi6i nay nhw mot ban co, moi nguwdi 1a mot quan co, thi ta
cling chi doan biét dugc vai nwdc di nhat dinh. Cho nén, dau can nhac hét
nhé thi bang cach nao do, sai lam van c6 thé xay ra vao chinh thoi gian, dia
diém ta khong ngd nhat. Trén doi nay c6 qua nhiéu sy ngau nhién, nhan
tam lai dé thay nén &m muwu quy quyét nhét cling khé long thanh céng
chinh xac nhuv dv liéu.

Bai vay, han rit ra két luan rang: ké hoach ly twéng nhat khong phai 1a
hanh dong theo mot chwong trinh c6 dinh, ma can mém moéng tuy co ng
bién.

Phdi bo qua 16i suy nghi citng nhac.

Dbiéu quan trong khong nam & chi tiét ma & bo khung. Mot bo khung
cho phép ta linh hoat x ly moi tinh hudng.

Tiép theo, c6 thanh cong hay khong con phai xem kha nang, tai tri dén
dau. Hon tat thdy la may man.

Toi biét, con ngwoi chang phai la thanh than.

Nhung, & mot khia canh nao do, han da bat dau thuc thi vai tro nay.
Xeét xtit. Phai, xét xu.

Vi danh nghia bao thu, han xét xtr bon chiing, tat ca bon chuing.
Vuot 1én trén ca luat phap dé xét xit.

Han biét r6 minh chang phdi than thanh, nén khong dwgc phép nhw
vay. Xa hoi sé dinh danh hanh vi nay la "t0i ac", néu sy viéc bai 10, han sé
bi phap luat trirng tri.
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Dbiéu don gidn ay chang thé gitip han kiém ché n6i cdm xtc ctia minh!
Cam xuc v? Khong, khong phai thit hoi hgt dy. Tuyét doi khong phai! Do
khong phai la théi bong bot x6c noi. D6 1a tiéng goi tir noi sau tham cda
tam hon, la diém twa tinh than ctia cudc song, la ly do dé han ton tai.

Bién vé dém, tinh lang gan nhw tuyét doi.

Mat bién t6i den khong mdt anh sao, cling khong cé anh deén t& tau be.
Han nhin ra xa, tham nham tinh lai cac buéec.

Khau chuén bi da hoan tat. R4t nhanh tho6i, ddm con mé6i minh day toi
16i dy sap chui dau vao thong long. Thong long hinh thap giac déu chira day
moi nhtr.

Bon chiing sé khong cam thdy gi hét, sé khong hé nghi hodc hay s¢
hai, tw nguyén chui dau vao cai thong long thap giac dé nhan phan quyeét...

Tat nhién, cai chét dang chd dgi ching. D6 1a sy trirtng phat ma tat ca
bon chiing déu dang phai chiu.

Va khong phai la mot céi chét dé dang. Dung thudc né cho ching tan
thay luon sé nhanh gon, don gian hon nhiéu. Nhung han khong mu6n thé.

Phdi giét tirng difa,tirtng dita mot. Gidng nhu tinh tiét ma mot nit van si
noi tiéng ngwoi Anh da viét, phai dé lan lwgt tirng dita ném1 trai noi kho,

noi bi ai, dén dau va kinh hai cta cai chét(1).

T6i biét, du c6 bao bién dén dau,thi diéu t6i dang 1én ké hoach day van
hoan toan khong chinh dang.

Doi dién vai bién ca den ngom, han cham cham lac dau.

Ban tay han thoc vao tii 4o khoac, cham phai mot vat citng lanh. Han
1ay né ra va dua 1én trudc mat.
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D6 1a mot lo thay tinh nhd, mau xanh trong suot.

Chiéc lo dwgc nut chat, chita dyng toan bd thi ducg goi l1a "lwong
tam" trong sau tham trdi tim han. P6 la mdy mau gidy véi nhitng chit in
nho li ti viét vé ké hoach hanh dong lan nay. Khéng dia chi. Han ty tha véi
chinh minh.

Toi biét, con ngwdi khong phdi thanh than.

Chinh béi hiéu rd diéu dy, han khong muén giao phé phan quyét cudi
cung cho con ngwoi. Chiéc lo nay tr6i dat vé dau ciing dwgce. Han chi mudn
héi bién cd, nguén song nudi dudng van vat trén thé gian, rét cudc hanh
dong cda han lan nay la ding hay sai?

Gi6 da noi.
Cai lanh thau xuwong khién ngudi ta run ray.
Han quang chiéc lo vao man dém.

(1) chi tdc pham kinh dién Muwoi nguwoi da den nho cia Agatha
Christie
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Chuong 1: Ngay Thi Nhat -Dao {1}

"Du t6i nghi, diéu nay sé chi dan téi mot cudc tranh luan cii rich..."
Ellery n6i. Cau ta la mot thanh nién dep trai, cao, manh khanh. "T6i van
cho rang, tiéu thuyét trinh tham la mét tro choi li tri day kich thich gitta doc
gid va tham t, hodc gitta doc gia va tac gid. Chi vay thoi! Béi thé cac tac
pham trinh tham xa hoi cht nghia hién thic von dugc wa chuéng mot thoi ¢
Nhéat nay da qua nham chan réi. Mgt nit nhan vién van phong bi giét trén
givrong ngu trong can hd ctia minh. Sau khi mon gét can man diéu tra, canh
sat hinh sy cudi cung cling tim ra tha pham, khong ai khac chinh la nguoi
tinh ctia co ta. Chi c6 thé. Hodc loanh quanh may vu quan chitc tham 6, bat
lwong, nhitng théa thudn ngdm trong gidi, bi kich do mat trai cta xa hoi
hién dai hay dai loai vay... Du sé c6 nguoi cho t6i la hoai c6, nhwng tiéu
thuyét trinh tham thyc chat chi can: mot tham ti tai ba, mot tdoa nha rong
16n, nhitng ké m@ am soéng trong dé bi kich dam mau, toi ac khong tuwdng,
va nhitng tro ltra bip c6 mot khong hai cta ké giét ngudi... Cit cho la mo
gitta ban ngay di, nhung to6i sé thye sw hanh phic néu dugc dam minh trong
mot thé gidi nhw thé. Puwong nhién la phai dwdi goc nhin day 1i tri".

Ho dang ngo6i trén mot con thuyén danh ca sac mui xang dau gitta 16p

song binh yén.Tiéng mdy n6é am am phién nhiéu.

"Chan that!" Carr twa vao man thuyén, cau c6 chia cai cam dai, nhan
nhui ctia minh ra. "Ellery, toi khong thich cau ctt luon miéng noi i tri li tinh
gi d6. Cau dinh nghia tiéu thuyét trinh tham la tro choi cling ducg thoi
nhung dirng nén nhan manh li tri, nghe guong gao lam!"
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"Khong ngo anh lai ndi thé day."

"Chi 1a van dé vé khoang cach nhan thitc théi. Pau phai doc gia nao
cling cyc-ki- thong-minh nhw cau!"

"U ké ciing phai." Ellery nhin thing vao mét Carr va néi. "Téi ludn 1ay
lam ti€c. Dao quanh treong mot vong la rd. No6i ngay thanh vién hoi nghién
cltu cta ching ta, dau phai ai cling cé thé goi 1a nguwoi 1i tri. Mot hai ké
tham chi con dang bi nghi ngd vé mat tri tué."

"Cau dinh gay su cai nhau a?"

"Pau cd!" Ellery nhun vai. "Nao ai noi khay anh dau? Va, y t6i noi li
tri 1a vé thai do véi tro choi chit khong am chi thong minh hay dan don.
Trén doi nay ai ma chang c6 it nhiéu li tri va ham mé may tro choi. Toi
dang néi vé nang lyc vira choi viva kiém sao dugc i tri kia."

Carr khut khit miii va quay mat di. Ellery nhéch mép cudi, xoay nguoi
nhin sang anh chang tré tu6i deo kinh mat tron bén cach.

"Va hon thé nita, Leroux nay, néu ly gidi truyén trinh tham la mot thé
gidi hoan toan tach biét, dwoc ki€ tao bédi phwong phap luan nham tao ra tro
choi thuan tdy I tri, thi n6 sé kho long c6 chd ditng trong xa hoi hién dai
ma chung ta dang s6ng."

"O!" Leroux ngd vira nhin lai.
Ellery noi tiép:

"Van dé nay gdy tranh luan ti rat lau r6i. May anh canh sat hinh sy
lam viéc sudt ngay dém, cham nhwng chac, t6 chitc hiéu qud, st dung cac
ki thuat diéu tra hién dai nhit vé mat phap y: canh sat chang bao gid bi xem
la thiéu nang lwc. Ho tham chi du thita nang lwc. Thue su thi chang con cho
cho cac tham t& c6 dién tai ba véi vii khi la 6c phan tich ncit. Sherlock
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Holmes ma xudt hién & mdt trong nhitng thanh pho ctia ching ta thi chi t6
bi cwoi hao ma thoéi,"

"Cuong diéu qua day! Xa hoi hién dai at cé6 Sherlock Holmes hién dai
cha."

"U, dwong nhién r6i! Ong ta s& xuat hién nhu mot bac thay ctia nhitng
ki thuat t6i tan vé phap y va giam dinh, gidi thich moi thit cho 6ng ban
Watson dang thuwong nghe , tudn ra vo so6 thuat ngit chuyén nganh ctung co
man cong thirc phitc tap kho hiéu, sau cung héi: Ro6 rang don gian nhu vay
ma anh Watson khong nhan ra v?" Ellery thoc hai tay vao tui ao khoac va
nhun vai.

"MOot vi du cé phan cuc doan, cdu thady day. Nhung né minh hoa chinh
xac luan diém caa t6i. T6i cling khong hoan toan ting ho may thi¢ ki thuat
diéu tra kho khan t* m@ logic cao siéu ctia cac tham tr thoi Ky nguyén
vang(thoi ki hoang kim cta trinh tham c6 dién, kéo dai hai mwoi nam
khodng tr 1925 dén 1945). Nha van trinh tham ngay nay tat sé roi vao tinh
huong tién thodi lwdng nan nay. Cach don gidn nhat dé go té bi, ding hon
la cach hiéu qua nhat, chinh la thu phap 'can nha gitta bao tuyét' dé tao ra
mot khong gian phong kin."

"T6i hidu 16i." Leroux trinh trong gat dau. "Y anh 13, th phap 'cin nha
gitta bao tuyét' cua trinh thdm c6 dién la sw lwa chon hoan hdo cho trinh
tham hién dai."”

Pang la ha tuan thang Ba, du sdp sang xuan nhung gié bién van rat
lanh. Noi nay gan mii J, ban dédo S, bo bién phia Bdéng tinh Oita thudc
Kyushu. Con thuyén rdi bén cang thudc quan S héo lanh, kéo ra nhitng vét
song dai trén madt bién, bd mii J khuat dan tdm mat va bang bang tién t6i
mot hon dao cach day chung 5 kilomet.
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Hom nay troi dep, rat hgp dé di bién. Nhung nhitng con bao céat dac
trrng ctia mua xuan noi day da hoa sac trang vao bau troi xanh tham. Séng
bién lap l6a anh ta dwong, canh vat chim dwdi lan cat mong.

"Khong thdy con thuyén nao nira ca!"

Mot anh chang cao 16n dot nhién 1én tiéng. Nay gid anh ta van twa vao
mang thuyén, doi dién Ellery va nhitng nguoi khacva lang 1é hit thudce. Cau
cO mai toc dai bu xu va bo rau quai non thi Iém chém. Cau la Poe.

"Thuy triéu phia bén kia hon dao rat nguy hiém, tau thuyén déu phai di
vong." Lao nguw dan dap. "Ngu truong gan day nhat nam & phia Nam, nén
cac co cau chang thé thay con thuyén nao trén dwong t6i dao du ching mai
chi vira roi bén cang thoi. Ma tién day, cac co cau la nhitng sinh vién rat la
thuong day."

"La thwong, & cho nao a?"

"0, tén cac cau that 12 ki la, nao 1a Lulu, Elroy, dai loai vay, nghe that
qudi di. Tén cau ciling thé chang?"

"Vang. Mot kiéu biét hiéu thoi a."
"Sinh vién ngay nay toan goi nhau nhw thé a?"
"Khong, khong han a."

"Vay thi cdc c6 cdu ding la nhitng nguoi khac thwong réi, phai
khong?"

Trwdc mat 1do nguw dan va Poe la hai nit sinh dang ngoi trén chiéc hom

g0 dat dai gitra thuyén. Tinh ca con trai 1do lam nhiém vu giit banh 1ai phia
sau, thi trén thuyén c6 ca thdy tdm nguoi.
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Sau khach di thuyén nay la sinh vién truong dai hoc K thanh pho O
trire thudc tinh Oita, cling 1a thanh vién cta héi nghién citu tiéu thuyét trinh
tham trong truvong. Leroux, Carr, Ellery, Poe 1a biét hiéu ho thuwong dung dé
goi nhau.

L.o biét hieu nay duvgc mugn tw tén cac nha van trinh tham Au-My ma
ho nguwong mo: Ellery Queen, John Dickson Carr, Gaston Leroux va Edgar
Poe. Hai nit sinh kia la Agatha va Orczy, tat nhién la 1ay tir Agatha Christie,
nguwoi dwgc ménh danh la "Nit hoang trinh thAm", va Emma Orczy noi danh
v6i cuon The Old Man in the Corner.

"Nhin kia! Pa thdy tda nha trén ddo Tsunojima(dao sing) réi!" Lao
ngu dan la 16n. Sau thanh nién cung nhin vé phia hon ddo dang dan hién ro.

Mot hon ddo nho, kha bang phang.

N6 gan nhuv la mé6t khoi da dung ditng bat ngd nho 1én tw bién, bén
trén la cay c6i um tum phu kin, trong nhw nhitng dong 10 yén khong 16 xép
chong 1én nhau . C6 ba mom dat thdp nho6 ra bién, nén nguoi ta van goi
Tsunojima la "Giac dao."(cting c6 nghiala dao sutng)

Xung quanh la cac vach da dyng ding, chi c6 duy nhat mot vinh hep
c6 thé neo dau cac thuyeén kich c& nho. Nén chi thinh thodng méi c6 vai tay
mé cau ca hiéu ki viéng tham noi nay. Hai mwoi nam tredc cd nguoi
chuyén dén day va xay nén mot toa nha c6 hinh thu dac biét, dac tén la
"Lam Oc". Nhung gi®, né chi con 1a mot cd dao ving béng con ngudi.

Tren dinh vach da la gi vay a?" Agatha ding len hoi, giong lanh lanh.
Co phan chan nheo mat nhin, mot tay gilt mai téc dai lwgn séng dang tung
bay theo gio.

"D¢ la biét quan con sot lai, nghe noi toa nha chinh da bi thiéu rui sach
sé." Lao ngu dan sang sang giai thich.
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"Vay dé chinh la Thap Giac Quan ha bo?" Ellery hoi lao. "B6 da 1én
dao bao gio chua?"

"T6i da vai lan vao vinh tranh bao nhwng chwa bao gio dat chan lén
ddo. Nhat la sau sy kién do thi cang khong dam bén mang lai gan. Cac co
cac cau ciling nén can than day!"

"Can than vé diéu gi a?" Agatha ngodnh sang hoi.

Lao ha giong, "Ngudi ta don rang né van xuat hién trén dao."
Agatha va Ellery bo6i r6i, dwa mat nhin nhau.

"Mot hon ma cta ngudi dan ong bi sat hai tén la Nakamura gi dé."

Khuon mét den sam day nép nhan cta ldo nguw dan cau lai dang so réi
ldo cwdi 16n. "Toicting chi nghe don dai, rang vao nhitng ngay mwa sé nhin
thdy mot béng trang & vach da vay tay goi nguoi, dé chinh la hon ma cta
Nakamura. T6i con nghe néi, ngoi biét quan bo hoang ay trén dé c6 anh
den sang, xung quanh toa nha chinh dé nat thwong xuat hién hon ma, mot
con thuyén nho cung véi ngwoi ngw dan bi hon ma nhan chim."

"Khong hiéu qua dau bo oi." Ellery dap. "Pung c6 doa tui con véi
mdy cau chuyén do6. Chi khién moi ngwdi phan khich thém thoi."

Nguwdi duy nhat cé chit lo sg la Orczy, c¢6 van dang ng6i trén chiéc
hom go. Agatha thi than nhién nhw khong, tham chi con vui vé kéu lén,
"Hay qua! Qua hay!" Roi c6 budc xuong cudi thuyén, hoi ngudi con trai
lao ngu dan dang gilr banh lai, mot anh chang non choet, "Nay cau, c6 that
thé khong day?"

"Bia dat ca thoi!" Cau ta thoang nhin Agatha r6i quay mat di, nhu thé
bi 16a mat béi thit gi chdi sang, coc can néi, "Em c6 nghe ho don thé nhung
chwa tan mat thay bao gio."
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"Chua tirng thay sao?" Agatha 16 vé that vong, nhung r6i c6 mim cuoi
ranh manh. Co néi, "Ma quy c6 thuc sy xudt hién ¢ day thi cling chang phai
chuyeén la ki gi. Du sao, day chinh la noi chuyén dé xay ra ma."

Bay gio la 11 gio trwa, thi Tw ngay 26 thang Ba nam 1986.
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Cai vinh nam & bd phia Tay hon ddo. Hai bén la vach da dung ding.
Vach bén phai tro troi nhin day nguy hiém, hwéng ra bo vinh, dé chirng cao
dén 20 mét, kéo dai dén tan bd bod Nam. Bo Pong nuwdc chay rat xiét, vach
da cao dén 50 mét. Mat chinh ciing la vach da cao ngat an sau vao dao, vdi
nhitng bac da nho ngoan ngoéeo udn lwgn dwédi lum cay xanh ngat.

Chiéc thuyeén twr tt cap vinh.

Trong nay, séong khong con dit déi nhw ngoai khoi nita, nuwdc bién
cling chuyén mau xanh tham.

MEé trai vinh c6 mét chiéc cau cang bang goé noi dén can nha choi xap

Sau nguoi da ding trén cay cau op ep kéu cot két.

"Cac c6 cau khong can t6i dén tham nom that ch@? Trén ddo cling
khong co dien thoai thi phai?" Lao ngu dan hoi.

"Khong sao dau bo a!" Ellery vo vai Poe. "Tui con c6 mot bac si twong
lai day roi!"

Anh chang Poe rau ria xom xoam hién la sinh vién Y khoa nam tuw,
dang ngo6i 1én ba 16 phi phéo thudc 14.

"Ellery no6i ding day!" Agatha phu hoa. "MAay khi cé dip dén hoang
dédo, néu bac c chay lén xem xét thi mat hitng lam!"
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"Cac cau con c6 ca mot co gai ho can dam nita!" Lao ngu dan thao sgi
thitng dang quang vao coc go, cwoi kha kha. "Pugc! Vay thit thit Ba tan
sau, 10 gio sang toi sé quay lai dén may dita. Nhé can than nhé!"

"Céam on bac! Chung chau sé can than, nhat la déi v6i may hon ma."

Moi ngudi budc theo bac da doc, di 1én tan dinh, tam nhin lién m& ra
thoang dang. Phia sau trang co dai um tum la mot ngoi nha don so twong
trang ng6i xanh nhw dang chd dgi cac c6 cau sinh vién nay viéng tham.

Mady bac thém da dan dén hai canh ctta mau xanh bién.
"Pay chinh la Thap Giac Quan!"

Ellery lén tiéng dau tién, du van dang thd doc sau khi budc 1én thém
nha. Cau dat chiéc tdi xach mau da bo xuéng dat, dirng ngira mat hon hén.

"Agatha, cau thay thé nao?"

"Khong ngo lai dep thé nay!" Agatha cam khan mui xoa lau mo6 héi
tran.

"T6i...t6i cling thay that thé..."

Leroux cling mét hét hoi vi phdi xach hanh ly ctia minh va cda ca
Agatha nita.

"T6i thuc ra...nhitng mong dugc thdy...diéu gi d6 am u dang sg hon
ca..."

"Nhung sy doi dau phai luc nao cling vira y ta. Vao nha thoi! Van 1€ ra
phai dén trudc ching ta r6i méi phai.Cau ay dang lam gi thé nhi?" Ellery
1ay lai nhip thé. Cau vira xach hanh ly 1én thi ctta s6 chép bén trai bat mé,
mot thanh nién tho dau ra.
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"Cac cau dén roi a?"

Va bay nguoi ho, sé song & day, trong ngdi nha nay, trén hon dao
hoang vu lanh 1€o trong mot tuan tGi. Nguwoi thit bay, Van, khoi phai ban, la
biéc hiéu mwon tir S.S Van Dine, cha dé cia nhan vat tham t tai ba Philo
Vance.

"Cho chut! Toi ra ngay day." Van noi, giong khan khan. Cau khép ctra
lai, chay u ra sanh trieéc. "Xin 16i dd khong ra dén cac cau dwgce. T6i mdi bi
cam tir hom qua. So6t nhe nita nén dang nam nghi mot chut. Du vay, van co
y tiéng thuyén may no."

Van da 1én déo trwdc dé chuan bi moi thit.

"Bi cam a, khong sao chi?" Leroux lo lang hoi,chinh lai cam kinh bi
tré xuéng vi mo hoi nhé nhai.

"Chac la khong sao...sap khoi r6i ma." Van gugng cwdi, than hinh gay
go thoang rung minh.
Van dan moi nguwdi hé héi bude vao Thap Giac Quan.

Pi qu acanh ctta xanh, ho bwéc vao mot tién sanh rong rai. Nhung
thuc ra, do chi la mot khong gian danh lwa thi giac. Can phong khong co
thét ké hinh chir nhat nén thoat nhin ng® rong lam.

O bitc twong trong clingla mét bd ctra hai canh nita, trd thong vao gian
trong. Néu nhin ki sé thdy canh ctta nay hep hon cda chinh, nghia la tién
sanh c6 hinh thang ma cang vao sau sang lhep.

Ngoai Van, ai cling cam thay khé hiéu truwc thiét ké nay. Moi nguoi di
qua cua trong, budc vao dai sanh chinh gitta ng6i nha, va nhanh chéng hiéu
ra van dé: can phong c6 muwdi canh déu nhau.
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DPé c6 thé nam duogc cdu tric cua Thap Gidc Quan, tot nhat chinh la
trong dau nén hinh dung ra mgt ban vé hinh chiéu bang don gian.

Piing nhw tén goi ctia nd, vién ngoai cua ngdi nha la hinh thap giac
déu. Sanh chinh la thap gidc nhé hon. N6i cac dinh cua hinh thap giac
ngoai va trong sé tao ra muwoi can phong hinh thang bao quanh sanh chinh.
Ca bon vira di qua mdt trong mudi can phong do dé vao dai sanh trung tam.

"Thay rat ki la, phdi khong?" Van di dau, ngoanh lai n6i v6i moi
nguoi. "Doi dién cita chinh la nha bép, lién bén trai la nha vé sinh va phong
tam, bdy phong con lai déu la phong danh cho khach."

"MOot toa nha thap giac va dai sanh thap giac..." Ellery nhin quanh mot
lwgt, r6i budce tdi chiéc ban to mau trang ké & gian, nhitng ngén tay go nhip
trén géc ban. "Ban ciing la hinh thdp gidc. Bat ngd that day. Liéu 6ng
Nakamura Seiji qua c6 c6 mac chitng doc twdng(*chitng dién r6 don sac
thai, hoi chitng r6i loan tam than ma ngwdi bénh bi &m anh bdi duy nhat
mot 16i suy nghi, y kién, hanh dong.) khong nhi?"

"R4t c6 thé nhw vay."Leroux dap. "Nghe no6i ngbi nha chinh tén Lam
Oc, dd bi chay rui, roan mdt mau xanh, ti¥ san l1én dén tran va cac do dung
cling vay."

Hai muoi ndm tredc, ngudi cho xay Lam Oc trén dao roi chuyén dén &
day chinh la Nakamura Seiji, va duwong nhién la xay ca Thap Giac Quan
nay.

"Nhung..." Agatha 1am bam, "nham phong thi lam sao nhi! Dé lam
lam ay!"

Ctra dai sanh va bép doi dién nhau, déu la cira go hai canh 1mau trang
lap kinhhoa, déng lai thi trong y hét. Tdm cra & tdm mat twong hai bén trai
phai ciing la cita go mau trang, kh6 ma phan biét n6i. Khong c6 gi danh
ddu. Thao nao ma Agatha ngd ngo ban khoan.
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"Pung thé, sang nay t6i sling mdy lan suyt vao nham phong." Van
guong cwoi, mat cau hoi van dé, chac la vi dang sét. "Chung ta sé dan vai
manh gidy & ctta phong cho d& nham. Orczy, c6 dem gidy, but vé khong?"

Dot nhién bi goi tén, Orczy ngd ra, ngan dau 1én. Orczy c6 véc dang
nho bé, vi mudn che bét than hinh dang cé vé map 1én, c6 thwong mac quan
aosam mau, trong rat don diéu. Co gai hay rut ré luén ngoanh mat di, hau
nhu trai ngwgce voi Agatha hoat bat. Nhung co co6 biét tai vé tranh Nhat Ban
rat diéu luyén.

"A, c6 dem. Toi lay ra luén nhé!"

"Lat nita cling duwgc. Moi nguoi c@ chon phong minh di! Phong nao
cling giong phong nao, khoi can tranh nhau. Téi da chon phong kia roi."
Van chi vao mot phong. "Chia khoa cling da day da, dang cam & 6 khoa."

"Ok, hiéu r6i." Ellery vui vé néi. "Ching ta nghi ngoi da, roi sé di
tham hiém dao nay."
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Moi nguoi nhanh chéng nhan lai phong.

Tinh tir ctfa chinh vao, bén trai dai sanh lan lwgt la Van, Orczy, Poe,
bén phai la Ellery, Agatha, Carr va Leroux.

Sau nguoi xach hanh ly vao phong. Van dirng tya vao canh ctra phong
minh, rut bao thudc Steven Stars trong tdi do ghi 1é vang nhat ra va cham
mot diéu. Gio cau mai bat dau ngam ki céi dai sanh thap gidc am u nay.

Mat twong dugc son trang, san lat gach men mau lam kho 16n, di vao
khoi can céi giay. Chinh giita phong cé mot 6 giéng troi hinh thap gidc, anh
mat troi xuyén qua do roi vao cac thanh xa da tréc son ré6i hac xuéng cai
ban thap gidc trang. Quanh ban ké mudi chiéc ghé son trang phu vai xanh.
Trong dai sanh khong cé bat ki vat trang tri nao ngoai chiéc den tron nhin
nhw qua lac treo giita xa nha.

Trén dao da bi cat dién, &nh madt trdi la nguén sang duy nhat. Nén du
la ban ngay, dai sanh nay van nhuém vé bi hiém kho ta.

Mot lat sau, Poe litng thitng buwéc ra tit phong minh, cau mac chiéc
quan bo bac mau va sdo so mi xanh nhat.

"Cha! Nhanh thé? Cho da, dé toi pha ca phé."

Van di vao bép, tay cam diéu thuc dang hit dd. Cau dang hoc nam ba
nganh Khoa hoc ty nhien, kém cau sinh vien Y khoa nam tv kia la Poe
ding 1a mot tudi.
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"Xin 16i Van, nhiéu hanh ly qué, khién cau phai vat va."
"Khong sao dau! Co6 cong nhan boc vac gitp téi ma."
Agatha di ra, vira di vira quan khan budc gon mai toc.

"Phong rat dep. Pep hon t6i nghi. Van dang pha ca phé a? Dé t6i lam

n

cho.

Agatha vui vé budc vao bép, ¢6 nhin thay trén gia la mot lo thuy tinh
dan nhan den. C6 nhac lén lac lac, vé khong géi long. " Ca phé hoa tan a?"

"Pirng kén cad chon canh nita." Van ché nhao "Day la hoang ddo ch&
khong phai khach san nghi dudng."

Agatha biu d6i moi do tham, r6i héi. " Ching ta sé an gi?"

"Chat trong ti lanh ay. Vu hoa hoan lam chdy cd duong day dién
thoai, nén ta lanh khong chay. Ching ta cé kha nhiéu thyc pham, chac sé
dua dung."

"U nhi, thé nay 1a dd roi. Cé nwéc khong?"

"Cé! C6 nwdc may, voi nwdc. Toi con dem dén cd binh ga, cé thé. Nau
nuwéng va dun nudc, tam goi viing duoc."

"T6t qua! Um...5 day con c6 ca xoong chdo, dao dia nay. Hay ddy
cling la cau mang theo thé?"

" Khong, c6 san day. Ca con dao lam bép nita. Nhwng thét thi moc
kinh khung."

Luc nay Orczy khép nép budc vao.
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"Orczy day a vao giup mot tay di! Van c6 da cac thit. Nhung can rira
cho that sach sé thi méi dung dugc."

Agatha ngo ngoay nhtin vai, c&i 4o khoac da, tay chong nanh. C6 quay
lai phia sau Van va Poe, dang ding phia sau nhin Orczy, nhin ng6 vao bép
va cau c6 noi, "Khong vao gitp thi lam on ra di, tham hiém déo hay gi do!
Sé khong cé ca phé cho dén khi tui nay xong viéc dau."

Van guong cudi r6i cung Poe lang 1€ rit lui, quay ra phia sanh. Agatha
lanh lung no6i vGi theo. "Piring quén lam bién tén day nhé! Chting t6i khong
muon bi ai d6 x0c vao phong khi dan thay quan do dau!"

Ellery va Leroux ciing budc ra dai sanh.

"Bi nit virong dién ha dudi ra a?" Ellery dwa tay chong cam tréu choc.
"Tuan lénh nang, ching ta ra ngoai kia lwvgn mot vong xem sao."

"Y hay day. Carr dau nhi? Van chua ra a?"

"Anh 4y tu ra ngoai tredc roi." Leroux nhin vé phia ctta chinh.

"Da di roi?"

"Thang cha nay thich tro lam mau qua nhi?" Ellery mim cwdi, cham
biém.

Bén tay phai, ti'c phai Bac Thap Gidc Quan, la hang thong xanh tot.
Co6 mot khoang trong gitta hang thong vGi tan hac tung hai bén tao thanh
cong vom, dan tdi Lam Oc ma gi® chi con 1a d6ng d6 nat.

O day gan con s6t nhiéu vat liéu kién tric nham nhé, gach v& ng6i nat
nam rai rac, ban thiéu tréng phat khiép. Ca khu dat chac day rac bui, phan
16n cay c6i xung quanh da muc ruong, chét kho sau tran héa hoan.
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"Tat ca da bi thiéu rui khong con gi hét. Han phai la mot tran héa hoan
khtuing khiép lam."

Ellery nhin cdnh twgng dang bu6n tredc mat, thé dai.
"Pung! Chang con gi hét."
"Van a, cau cling dén day lan dau thi phai?"

Van gat dau, " Da nhiéu lan t6i nghe bac to6i ké vé hon ddo, nhung gio
m&i cé dip dén tham. Sang nay chuyén hanh ly 1én mét dit hoi, lai dang bi
sot nén khong thé ra ngoai di dao."

"Pung la chi con lai dam tro tan va gach nat."

"Ellery, han phai sét lai mot thi hai thi anh md&i vira long." Leroux cudi
nhan nho.

"Théi di! C6 ma cau &y!"

Khu rirng thong phia Tay c6 mot con dwong mon dan Ién vach da. Bén
kia viing bién rong xanh ngat, miii J thap thoang an hién.

"thoi tiét that dé hiu, gié nhe, nang dep." Ellery vuiron vai nhin ra bién.

Leoux voc ngwoi nho bé ciling nhin ra bién, tay cudn tron trong gau ao
thun vang.

"Pung vay, Ellery. That khong thé tin dugc cach day nita nam, noi day
lai xdy ra mot su kién tham khoc dén vay....?"

"Tham khdc... ding thé, vu Lam Oc trén Giac Dao, bén nguwoi mat
mang."
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"Tiéu thuyét du viét bon mang hay bon muoi mang cling khong cé gi
la, nhung day la mot vu an co that, lai cach chung ta khong xa. Luc doc ban
tin, t6i that sy soc day."

"Vao sang sém ngay 20 thang Chin thi phai? Ngoi nha bi thiéu rui.
Nguoi ta phat hién ra bon thi thé trong dong do nat, gom 6ng Nakamura
Seiji, ba vo tén la Kazue, va hai vg chong ngudi giip viéc."

Ellery binh tinh nhé lai.

"Nguoi ta xét nghiém thdy trong bon xac chét déu c6 ham lwgng thude
ngu kha cao, nng nguyén nhan ti vong thi lai khac nhau. Vg chong nguoi
gitup viéc chét trong phong minh, bi tréi bang day thirng, dau bi riu bo doéi
v& toang, con chi nhan Nakamura Seiji thi bi tw6i dau hao thiéu chay. Ba
vo Kazue bi that c6 cung phong. Kinh khting hon la ba bi chat mat canh tay
trai bang mot loai vii khi sac bén, vé sau cling khong tim thiy canh tay ay
hién treong. Sv viéc dai khai la thé, phai khong Leroux?"

"Va con ngwoi lam vuon nita, khong ro tung tich ra sao."”

"A, ding roi. Nghe don dng ta méi 1én ddo lam viéc vai ngay trudc
day. Canh sat khong tai ndo tim thay. Ong ta bién mat hoan toan. "

"Pung vay."

"Cé hai gia thuyét. Mot, ngudi lam vuon chinh 1a hung tha. Hai, ung
tha l1a ké khac, nguwdi lam vuon chay tron, bi hung tha truy sat, nén nga
khoi vach da va mat tich dén gio..."

"Hinh nhu canh sat nghiéng vé diéu tra ngudi lam vueon chinh la hung
tha, nhung khong 1o két qua diéu tra vé sau ra sao. Ellery, anh nghi thé
nao?"
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Ellery gat mai toc bi gié bién thoi xda xudng va néi, "Diéu nay...tiéc
rang ching ta c6 qua it manh moi. Tat ca nhitng gi ching ta biét chi 1a may
thong tin trén bao chi vai ngay sau d6 ma thoi."

"Khong ngo anh lai dé dang Iui bwdc thé nay."

"Pau phai la chuyén lui bwdc? Pwa ra mot gia thuyét hgp ly hay ho
nao dé thi khong khé. Nhung vi dit liéu qua it nén khong du dé chitng minh
va dwa ra bat ki két luan nao. Thyc ra, canh sat cling chi lam viéc qua loa
roi gac lai. Biéu quan trong nhat l1a hién treong chi con cé vay, trén ddo
khong mot ai song sét, nén canh sat bén két luan nguwdi lam vwon chinh la
hung thu."

"K& ciling c6 1y."
"Vay s that van bi chon dau trong dong tro tan do nat."

Ellery quay nguoi di vao dong gach ngdéi bé bon va nhat 1én mot manh
van. Cau khom nguwdi nhin xuéng xung quanh.

"Sao thé? Leroux boi roi hoi."

"Néu tim thdy canh tay cua ba Kazue thi ly thud lam day! Ellery
nghiém hi noi. "Liéu bén duwéi san Thap Gidac Quan c6 thi thé nguwdi lam
vuon khong nhi?"

"Cau dién mat r6i!" Poe ndy gio van im lang chot 1én . Cau vuot bd
rau, khuén mat thoang nét lo lang. "S& thich ctia cdu doc ddo qua day,
Ellery!"

"Pung thé!" Leroux phu hoa. "Nhu anh néi lic trén thuyén: Néu ngay
mai cé diéu gi do6 xay ra trén hon dao nay, n6 sé ding kiéu 'can nha giita
bao tuyét'ma Ellery yéu thich. Roi phat trién thanh vu giét ngudi hang loat
nhv trong Mudi ngudi da den nhd thi anh ay sé khoai tra 1am day!"
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"Va cau ta nén la nguwdi dau tién giét." Poe von it n6i, nhung thinh
thodng lai phun ra may cau that khé nghe. Leroux va Van mim cwdi nhin
nhau.

"Giét nguwdi hang loat trén ddo. Nay, nghe hay ddy." Ellery than nhién
néi. "Po6 hinh xac la nhitng diéu t6i muon! Bén lic ay t6i sé xung phong
lam tham t&. C6 ai mudn thach thitc Ellery Queen khong nao?"
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"Nhitng lic thé nay, phu ni* ching ta toan bi thiét, bi sai bdo nhw

nguoi giup viec."

Agatha thoan thoat rira xoong noi bat dia, miéng khéng ngirng cau
nhau. Orczy ditng bén canh, cham chud nhin doi tay bip mang trang tréo
linh hoat cia Agatha cho dén ltdc thinh linh nhan ra 1a minh khéng lam gi
ca.

"Hay dé canh gidi vao lam bép. Ho khong nén nghi c6 hai ching ta
day r6i thi thoat ng. Pung khong?"

"A, .0

"Ellery dinh dac mac tap dé, ta cam cai muoi nhin sé rat buén cudi va
cling that dang yéu nhi!"

Agatha cwdi khanh khach. Orczy liéc nhin khuén mat thanh td cua
nguoi ban, khé thd dai.

Khudn mdt sang v6i séng miii cao, doi mat long lanh dwéi mi mat mau
tim nhat, mai t6c dai, xodn séng nwdc dwgc cham sdc rat can than.

Trong Agatha lic nao ciling vui vé va day ty tin. Tuy hoi manh mé
nhung van khong danh mat nét hap dan dac trung cua nit gidi. Agatha luon
thu hit dug nhitng 4nh mat tan thwéng ctia canh may rau.

So v@i Agatha thi minh...
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Mii nhé va tron, hai ma hong hong kiéu tré con, 1am tam tan hwong.
DPo6i mat to nhung lai thiéu hai hoa, nhat 1a moi khi c6 b6i réi nhin quanh.
Orczy biét ro, du minh trang diém nhuw Agatha thi trong van chdng ra sao.
CO con rat ngan cai tinh nhut nhat vung vé ctia minh nita.

Luon ludn la nhuv vay. Trong nhém chi minh c6 va Agatha la con gai,
nhung lai khong thé c6 diém chung. Biéu nay tuwc sy khién 6 thay nang né.

L& ra minh chang nén dén day. C6 bat dau nghi vay.

Co6 von khong mudén dén hon ddo nay. Cam gidc nhu... bat kinh.
Nhung c6 lai khong dt can dam tir choi 161 maoi cia cac ban.

"Chiéc nhan dep qua!" Agatha reo 1én, nhin ngén giita ban tay trai
Orczy. "Em van thwong deo n6 a?"

"Khoéng." Orczy khé lac dau.
"Tw mot ngwoi dac biét phai khong?"
"Khong ... dau c6."

Orczy da can nhac rat ki trwdc khi chuan bi tinh than dén hon dao nay.
Chuyén di khong phai 1a mot sy xam pham: c6 dangthé hién long thanh
kinh. T6i dén day dé thé hién long thanh kinh trudc nhitng nguwdi da khuat.
Nén c6 khai hanh.

"Em van ct thé a Orczy!"
"...Ha?"

"Liuc nao em ciling khép kinh, quen nhau hai nam r6i ma chi gan nhw
hang biét gi vé em. Khong phai sai trai gi, nhung nhung vay thi ki la qua
day."
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HKi la?|l

"U. Khi doc truyén ctia em ding trén tap chi hdi vién, chi thuong nghi
em viét tiéu thuyét thi day sirc séng, ai de..."

"Thi do la thé gidi twéng twgng ma."

Orczy quay mat di, tranh anh mat Agatha va nd nu cudi ngugng
nghiu.

"Em khong thich hop véi doi song hién thuwc, em ghét chinh minh
trong hién thyuc."

"Em noi gi thé?" Agatha mim woi, vuét mai toc ngan, gon gang cua
Orczy. "Em phdi tw. Tin 1én méi dwgc! Em rat dang yéu nhung chwa nhan
ra do thoéi. Pirng nén ldc nao cling cdi gam. Hay ngan dau, thang lung,
khong so gi hét."

"Agatha, chi that t6t bung."
"Bay gio chiing ta mau thu don, chuan bi ndu com trwva. Buwgc khong?"

Ellery, Leroux va Van van ditng & bai do6 nat, con Poe mot minh di vao
khu ritng doi dién. "Nay Ellery, va cd dnh nita Van. Ching ta chi cé bay
ngay trén ddo, nén t6i thuc s mong cac anh..." PD6i mat Leroux sang 1én
sau d6i mat kinh tron gong trang trong rat hai hwéc, nhung c6 1é ciu ta
khong cam thdy thé. "... Toi cling khong yéu cau 100 trang , chi 50 trang la
dugc."

"Leroux cau dua day a?"
"T0i c6 noi dua bao gio dau, Ellery."
"Nhung dé xudt dot ngdt qua. Ma ching ta dén day dau phai dé viét

ch, dung khong Van."
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""Toi tan thanh v6i Ellery."

"Nhung t6i da gidi thich v6i cac anh nhiéu roi: t6i dinh trung tuan
thang Tu nay sé phat hanh so6 tiép theo cia Pado Nguwoi Chét. Mot 1a, nham
thu hit cac anh em md&i gia nhap, hai la dé ky niém 10 nam thanh 1ap héi
nghién cttu tiéu thuyét trinh tham. Vi sap trd thanh téng bién tap, toi rat
muoén manh tay mot phién, chit khong thé dé tap chi cta chiing ta i xui
ridc con mat thién ha dwoc."”

Leroux hoc nam th® hai khoa Van, thang Tuv nam nay cau sé dam
nhiém vi tri tong bién tap duwong nhiém ctia Pdo Nguoi Chét.

"Leroux a, lic nay cau phai ninh Carr mégi ding. Chwa néi vé chat
lvgng ra sao nhung anh la nha van nang suat cao nhat cau lac bo. Xin 16i
Van, cho toi xin ti lra."

"Ellery , anh va Carr hiém khi d6i co nhau co ma."
"Khong phai 16i cua t6i, Carr khoi mao day chit."

"Nhac dén mdi nhd, cé6 vé nhu tdm trang cta Carr dang khong on."
Leroux noi.

Ellery tdc lvGi nha khéi thudc.
"C6 thé thong cam dwgc ma!"
"Tai sao?"

"Tién sinh Carr dang thwong gan day tiép can em Agatha nhung bi
bang thang thirng cy tuyét."

"Ni si Agatha? Ha ha...anh ay thyc can dam!"
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"Khong ro c6é phai vi muodn xa gian khong , anh ta nham vao Orczy,
r6i lai bi c6 ay phét 19."

"Orczy? Van cau may."
"Puing! Cho nén tién sinh ctia ching ta m@i iu xiu nhw thé."

"Puong nhién réi, vi nay phdi ¢ chung mai nha v&i hai c6 em cho
minh ra ria."

"Chuyén ding la thé day. Nén, Leroux yéu quy cuda téi a, néu cau
muon th¢ gi do tw Carr thi phai khén khéo méi duge.”

Lic nay, ho thdy Agatha dang trén dwong tr Thap Giac Quéan di tdi.
Co durng lai dwdi tan hac tung va vay tay vGi moi nguoi.

"Nao, an com trua! Poe va Carr dau? Cac anh khong di cung nhau a?"

Pang sau Thap Giac Quan, trén con dwong mon di vao ring thong.

Carr von dinh men theo dé em vach da phi Bong, nhung cang vao sau
thi duwong cang quanh co va bép hep, chwa day 50 mét da mat phuwong
uong. Rirng cdy ram rap che hét anh mat troi, thinh thodng lai bi nhitng
canh tric dai méc vao quan do. Mat dat cting gap ghénh kho di, lam cau
suyt nga may lan lién.

Cau da dinh quay vé, nhung lai khong muon lam . Pay chi la hon déao
nho. Cau chang thé dé minh lac duong.

Chiéc 4o den cao c6 mac trong 4o jacket wgt dam mo hoi. Vira ldc cau
cam thay khong thé chiu dwng noi nita thi con dwong mon két thiic, day cau
ra khoi khu rung.

Cau dang dirng trén vach d4, anh sang ruc rd phan chiéu tr mat nwée
khién cau l6a mat. Mot anh chang cao 16n da dén trwdc va dang nhin ra
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bién. D6 1a Poe.
"Carr day a?"

Poe ngodi lai vi tiéng bu¢ chan, nhan ra Carr, cau lai quay nhin vé
phia bién.

"Ching ta dang ¢ bo Bac cta ddo. Cho kia hinh nhw 1a Miéu Péao(dao
meo). Poe chi vé phia hon dédo nhé gan do.

Hon ddo bé teo cit nhw da ghénh nhé 1én, bén trén moc day cay bui lup
xtp thap tit. Pung nhw tén goi,Miéu Pdo chang khac gi mét con tha den si
dang ngoi thu lu trén mat bién.

Carr nhin Miéu Péo, buon ba gat dau.

"Carr, sao cau c6 vé chan chwong thé?"

"T6i thdy hoi han vi da dén day." Carr cau cd, giong ngan ngam. "Nam
ngodi ¢ day xdy ra vu an d6 dau cé nghia la bay gio c6 diéu gi tha vi. Toi
nhitng mong noi day kich thich tri twéng twgng nén mdi dén...nhuwng gio c&

nghi moi ngay trong cd mot tuan t6i luén phai nhin nhitng khuén mat giong
nhau...Cau cling nén chéan dan di."

Carr ciing hoc nam thit ba khoa Luat nhu Ellery. Vi truot ki thi dai ho
nam dau tién, cau va Poe von bang tudi nhau nhung Poe thanh ra hoc truwée
cau mot khoa.

Carr c6 véc nguoi tam thwdc, nhung vi cdi c6 ngan va lwng hoi gu nén
trong c6 vé thap lun.

"Ma sao cau lai dirng day mot minh vay?"
"T6i c litng thitng di, r6i bong dén day." Do6i mat Poe von da hoi nho,

nam dudi cap 16ng may ram thanh ra cang nhé hon. Cau mé hdp thuéc 14
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bang go rat tinh xao, cham mot diéu dwa mai Carr.

"Cau dem dén day mday bao thudc, ma c® md nguwdi khac mai thé?
Chinh cau ciing la tay nghién nang kia ma?"

"T6i hoc Y that nhung rat thich hit thudoc.”
"Van la Lark a? Pay dau phai la thudc cho canh sinh vién hut?"

Carr vira cam diéu thudc vira lau bau, "Nhwng van con hon thudc 1a
bac ha cua cong tr Ellery..."

"Carr, cau chang nén buon byc vi Ellery mai thé lam gi. Cac cau cai
nhau cting khién bon t6i kho chiu theo. Ma du cau cé cd gay su thi ciu ta
cling chi cudi cgt chi khong them quan tam dau."

Carr dung bat Itta cia minh dé cham thudc, titc td6i ngodnh mat sang
bén, "Xem ai dang noi kia."

Poe rat binh thén, 1ang 1& ditng hut thudc.

Lat sau, Carr vt diéu thuéc mdéi hit mét nita xuoéng bién réi ngbi phét
xuong tan da gan do, lay ra chai regu Whisky, giat nap roi ngtra co6 tu mot
ngum to.

"Dinh say tuy luy gitta ban ngay a?"

"Viéc gi dén cau?"

"T6i khong tan thanh dau." Poe nghiém giong. "Cau nén udéng mot vira
hai phai thoi. Khong chi 14 ban ngay dau, va chang... Hu! Cau van dé bung
chuyeén do a?"

"U, cau hiéu ma..."
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"Khong, t6i khong hiéu. Chuyén tréi qua da 1au sao cau van canh canh
trong long."

Mac ké su lang thing va cai nhin qua trach cua Poe, Carr lai tu rugu.

"T6i khong chi ghét Ellery, thuc ra t6i cdm thdy khong nén dén dao
hoang nay cung bon con gai."

"Pao khong ngudi ¢, nhung day dau phdi cudc da ngoai sinh ton?"

"Hwr. Du thé, téi von ghét ditng gan loai gai ngao man nhu Agatha. Roi
lai con Orczy nita. Hai nam nay, bay nguoi ching ta da trd thanh 'mot
nhom than thiét' nén t6i khong tién néi ra. Nhung con bé Orczy lic nao
cling u sau, &m dam, chang c6 diém gi noi bat lai con rut ré kinh khing nita
chi."

"Cau dang bai 1ong tim vét day!"
"A, tdi quén mat, cau va Orczy 1a ban tir tdm bé."

Poe ngao ngan viit mau thudc 14 xudng dat, giam chan dap tat. Roi
hinh nhw nhé ra diéu gi, cau nhin dong ho.
"MOot gio rudi roi, néu ching ta khong vé thi chang c6 gi ma an dau."

"Trwdc khi an com, t6i muon thong bao mot viéc." Ellery deo cap kinh
trang gong vang trang nha , néi. "Tong bién tap nhiém ki sau c6 may loi
cung cac anh chi em."

Bita trora da dwoc don 1én chiéc ban thap giac, gom tring 6p lét, thit ba
chi xong khdi, xa lat, banh mi que va ca phe.

"Xin 16i, phai lam phién moi nguwdi vao Iic nay. T6i xin ty gidi thiéu
minh vd&i vai tro tong bién tdp mdi,..." Leroux hang giong. " Trong bita tiéc
dau nam, & hoi ching ta c6 ban dé xwéng nén kham pha Thap Gidc Quan,
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lic do6 khong ai nghi cudi cung cé thé lam duwgc. May sao bac rudt cia Van
da mua lai hon ddo nay va moi chiing ta dén day & may hom."

"Anh khiém t6n qua r6i. Du sao thi, nht moi ngudi déu biét ddy, bac
cta Van kinh doanh nha dat & quan S va la mot doanh nhan thanh dat. Bac
dang c6 mot ké hoach 16n 1a khai thac ddo Tsunojima thanh mot khu giai tri
ho gidi tré. Cé phai thé khong, Van?"

"Ciing khong 16n lam dau."

"Chuyén di nay cua ching ta mang tinh thit nghiém, c6 thé néi la mot
cong doi viéc. Pau tién, xin cdm on anh Van da dén s6m dé tién tram cho
moi nguoi."

Leroux trinh trong cti gap lung.
"Tiép theo la théng bao chinh..."

"Chd& noi nhiéu nita, kéo tritng ga, ca phé ngudi mai thoi! Agatha ngat

"To6i xong ngay day. Nhung ding la khong nén dé thitc an bi ngudi
lanh, ching ta sé vira an vira nghe vay. Hom nay, cac bac tai danh ngoi day
déu ké thira biét hiéu ctia cac dan anh da t6t nghiép, va cling la nhitng ngoi
sao sang tac cua hoi nghién cuu..."

Twr ngay thanh lap hoi dén nay, thanh vién hoi nghién cttu trinh tham
dai hoc K thudong goi nhau bang biét hiéu. B6 muwdi nam tredc cac sang lap
vién ndy ra mot sang kién hoi tré con, do qua dam mé truyén trinh tham nén
da dung tén cac tac gid danh tiéng Au-M§ lam biét hiéu cho cac hdi vién.
Veé sau s6 lwgng hoi vién tang 1én thi khong da biét hiéu dé dung nita, cho
nén chap nhan gidi phap 16p hoi vién tré "ké thwra" biét hiéu cta cac dan
anh da tot nghiép.
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Céach chon nguwoi ké thira can c vao sy cong hién ctia cac hoi vién
danh cho tap chi. Cho nén nhitng ngudi hién dang dwgc dung biét hiéu déu
la cac hat nhan ctda hdi, cii luon c6 nhiéu co hoi gap mat nhau.

"HOm nay cac anh chi em tai hoa tap hgp trén hoang dao, sé tap trung
tinh than dé khong phi pham mot tudn lé nay." Leroux twdi cwdi nhin moi
nguwoi. "T6i da chuan bj san gidy viét, mong cac anh chi em sé viét mot tac
pham danh dang trén tap san sé ra thang Tw cta ching ta."

"A!" Agatha reo 1én. "Thao ndo hanh ly cia Leroux cing phong, thi ra
la cu da c6 y do nay."

"Pung la y d6 nay! Xin trong cdy & chi Agatha, va ca cau nita Orczy!"

Lerou khé cui dau, tay xoa khuén mat tron tron cia minh , cudi khoai
trd. Nhin cau that gidbng mot con bup bé Fukusuke ( mot loai bip bé truyén
thong Nhat xuat phat tit TQ, duwgc coi la mot biéu twgng may man ¢ Nhat,
cO0 khuon madt tron phung phinh va luon mim cwoi) mang cap kinh. Moi
ngwoi cling vui vé cuwoi theo. "NGi dung cac cau chuyén c6 thé déu lién
quan dén 'vu an giét nguwoi hang loat trén c6 dao’, néu thé thi sao, Leroux.
Loe ban khoan hoi.

Leroux wdn nguc 1én. "Dén lic d6 chiing ta sé quyét dinh dung né lam
chu dé cho chuyén san, hodc ta cit quyét dinh ngay bay gio cling duoc, toi
qua mong nhuv thé. N6i cho cung, tén tap chi Pdo Nguwdi Chét caa chiing ta
von lay tr tén tdc pham cta nit van si Agatha Christie ma. (t‘c mwoi nguoi
da den nhé cua AC khi xuat ban lan dau ¢ Nhat nam 1939,tdc pham nay
mang nhan dé Shininjima tam dich Dead Island hay Pdo ngudi chét).
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THAP GIAC QUAN
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Ngay dau tién troi qua trong binh yén.

Méi chi c6 Leroux dwa ra yéu cau vé viét bai. Moi nguwdi von khong
c6 dv dinh hay hoat dong gi ca cho nén ai cling nhan nha t¥ do thoai mai.

Lac sam toi.

"Ellery, cau choi bai mot minh a?" Agatha budc ra khoi phong rieng,
c6 mdc 4o choang trang, quan da mau den, don gian, nhwng trong van noi
bat nhd chiéc khan cot tdc mau vang éng.

,"T6i méi nghién citu théi. Nhung chwa dén mirc dam mé dau." Ellery
mim cwoi, lach tach bat bg bai trong tay.

"Nghién cttu gi co? Dinh lam nha tién tri day a?"

"Lam gi cé! T6i khong cé sé thich dy." Ellery thoan thoat trdo bai trén
chiéc ban thap giac, "Tat nhién la may tro do bai roi."

"Ao thuat bai?" Agatha ngac nhién mé to doi mét chirng mot gidy, roi
gat dau vé hiéu biét, "Vay do la diéu cau dang nghién citu sao?"

"Gi co?"
"Lira ddo nguoi khac ay."
"Lira ddo? T nay hoi qua dang day!"

"Thé a?" Agatha cwdi vui vé. "Cau thit lam ao thuat cho t6i xem di, t6i
rat it khi dugc xem."
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"Hiém ai mé trinh tham ma lai khéng hitng tha véi do thuat."

"Khong phai toi khong hirng thd, ma toi it cé dip dugc xem. Nao, cau
thtt biéu dién di."

"Ok. Lai day va ng6i xuéng!"

Pai sénh Thap Gidc Quén hoi am u gitta &nh hoang hon. Agatha ngoi
phia doi dién. Ellery thu bai lai, xép trén ban va rat tr tii 4o ra mot bo bai
nira.

"Bay gig c6 hai bo bai, mat lung khac mau: do va xanh. Moéi nguoi
dung mot bo. Cau chon di."

"Mau xanh." Agatha tra 10i ngay lap ttrc.
"Pugc! Cau cam lay."
Ellery ng6i bén kia ban, chuyén bo bai cho c6.

"Cau kiém tra xem, xac dinh rang n6 khong cé gi khac la. Roi trdo bai.
T0i cling trao bo bai nay."

"DPugc r6i. Bo bai binh thwong. My san xuat thi phai?"

"Bo bai 'xe dap', mat lvng c6 in hinh thien st di xe dap, bai ta lo kho
thong dung nhat & My."

Ellery trdo bai xong , can than dat trén bai.

"Bay gio ching ta doi cho nhau. Cau dwa t6i bo xanh, t6i dwa cau bo
dé. Ok. Gio cau rut ra mot quan bat ki ma cau thich, nhé ki quan dé nhé."

"Mt quan bét ki a?"
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"Pung vay! Cau nhé chuwa? Pugce! Bay gio ddt no 1én trén cung. Pung
roi. Sau do trdo bai nhw t6i lam ddy...chia lam d6i r6i doéi vi tri trén dwdi.
Pung, ding! Cau lam hai hodc ba lan nhw vay."

"Thé nay ding khong?"

"Hoan hdo. Bay gi¢ chiing ta d6i bai lan nita."

Agatha lai cam b0 bai xanh.

"On r6i chi¥? Ellery nhin thing vao mét Agatha. "Vira ndy ching ta da
trdo bai lung tung réi rut ra mét quan, va da nhd rd. Sau do doi bai cho
nhau, roi trdo lan nira."

"Pung vay."

"Bay gio, tir trong dong quan bai nay, phién Agatha tim lai quan bai
lic ndy cau chon, r6i Up n6 xuéng ban. T6i cling tim ra quan bai cta t6i."

Rét nahnh, ho da tim ra hai quan bai do6 Gp xu6ng ban. Ellery thd mot
hoi dai, r6i bdo Agatha lat hai qu6an bai lén

"Qi, that 1a...1am sao cau c6 thé..."
Agatha kinh ngac kéu lén, vi hai quan bai giong hét nhau.
"Péu 1 4 co." Ellery cudi dic. Y. "Tro lita ngoan muc! Diing khong?"

Mat troi da lan han. Mot ngon dén dau kha c6 dwogc thap lén va dat
gitta thap giac & dai sanh. Van da dem noé theo vi biét Thap Gidc Quan
khong c6 dién. Cac phong khac déu thap nén cd dai.

An xong bita tdi thi da 7 gio.
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"Ellery, sao khong cho t6i biét bi mat ctia tro do thuat? Agatha vai
Ellery hoi sau khi bung ca phé ra cho moi nguoi.

"Du c6 hoi nita cting khong an thua dau, gi6i do thuat toi ki tiét 16 bi
mat nha nghé. Diéu nay khéac véi tiéu thuyét trinh tham. Du do thuat hay dé
ra sao, khi da tiét 16 bi quyét dang sau thi chan chét!"

"Tién boi Agatha da thir lam khan gia cta Ellery hay sao?"

"Leroux, cau ciing biét Elleru lam ao thuat a?"

"Pau chi la biét? T6i chinh la vat thi nghiém ctia anh dy trong ca thang
qua. Anh 4y con dan t6i ding tiét 16 cho ai biét truwdc khi thuan thuc hon.
Dai khi anh ay van that tré con."

"O kia, Leroux."
"Anh da biéu dién tro gi roi?"
"Mot tro don gian thoi."

"H&? Thé ma don gian? Agatha gian dit néi. "Vay hay cho t6i biét bi
quyét di?"

"Khong don gidn ma c6 thé tiét 16. Tro vira ndy cau xem, ngay ca tré
con ung biét, nhung van dé khong phai & cho tha phap ma la qua trinh biéu
dién cong v6i phép che mat nira!"

"Biéu dién?"
"Pung, vi du..."

Ellery cam c6c ca phé den 1én, nhap mot hum.
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"Trong phim Magic, c6 mot tinh tiét nha do thuat do Anthony Hopkins
tha vai biéu dién cho nguwdi yéu cili xem, na na nhw hoi ndy t6i lam. D6
khong phai tro do thuat nita ma la thu phap tam ly. Nha do thuat giai thich
v&i c6 gai rang:néu hai nguwdi c6 tam hon dong diéu thi quan bai sé giong
nhau. Nhan do6 té tinh vGi doi phuong..."

"Thé thi, Ellery, cu khong dung t6 tinh véi toi ddy chi?"

"Pau cd! Ellery c6 y nhtn vai, cwoi hi hi. "Rt tiéc, hién gio t6i chwa
ca can dam cau hon cdi nit cwong diénha!"

"Cau chon tir ngt that khén ngoan tinh té."

"Qué hen 16i! A..." Ellery cAm c6c ca phé va chdm chd nhin. "T6i nghi
d8ebnl mot chuyén khac. Vé 6ng Nakamura Seiji ma ching ta n6i chiéu
nay, that la mot hén ma c6 sitc am anh, nhin chiéc c6c nay ma toi rung
minh."

D6 1a mot hiéc coc la lung mau xanh réu, nam trong b do an con soét
lai duwdi bép. N6 ciling hinh thap gidc nhw chinh kién tric & tdoa nha nay.

"Co e ong ta dat rieng. Cling nhu cai gat tan hoac khay dia vira dung
thitc an, tat ca déu hinh thap giac. Poe, anh nghi sao?"

"Rat kho noi." Poe rit mot hoi r6i dat diéu thudc 14 1én cai gat tan hinh
thap gidc. "Qua la hét sitc khac thwong nhung c6 thé hiéu day la mot thi
nha hirng cua nguoi giau."

"Nha hitng cuia nguoi giau?"

Ellery cam chdt chiéc coc bang ca hai tay va ngam ti mi. Tuy la hinh
thap giac nhung & kich thudc nay, miéng no nhw hinh tron.
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"Du sao thi Thap Giac Quéan van xitng dang dé ching ta lan 16i dén
tham quan. T6i rat mong dwgc can ly cung ngitng ngudi da khuat."

"Ellery, Thap Giac Quan dang dé dén choi nhung ddo nay thi chang cé
gi dang noi, chi co rirng thong budn té ma thoi."

"Chuwa chac dau!" Poe dap 16i Agatha. "Vach da phia Tay phé tich
trong rat dugc, c6 bac da di xuong bo bién, ra d6 ngoi cau ca thi tuyét!"

"Nhac mdi nhd, Poe, anh c6 dem thém vai cai can cau ch? Néu may
man, ngay mai ching ta sé c6 ca twoi an!"Leroux liém moi.

"Cau hd nén hy vong nhiéu." Poe cham rai vuét rau. "A phia sau Thap
Giac Quan c6 may cay hoa dao va hoa mai van man nhan hon."

"S@ thich cua Ellery khac doi day!"

"Thé a? Gigi quy toc Nhat Ban thoi xwa thich hoa mai hon, Leroux a!"
"That khong ?"

"That ma! Phai thé khong , Orczy?"

Bét chot bi goi tén, Orczy hoi giat minh , dé mat roi khé gat dau.
"Orczy, cau c6 thé giai thich cho moi nguoi biét khong?"

"U...duogc! Trong Van Hiép Tap( titc Manyoshu tuyén tap thi ca vi dai
nhat ban) nhiéu nhat la tho vinh bong lau va hoa mai, hon tram bai moéi cha
de, nhung chi c6 bén muoi bai vinh hoa dao."

Orczy va Leroux déu la sinh vién nam hai khoa Van chuyén nghanh
van hoc Anh, nhung cling rat thao van hoc Nhat Ban.
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"Cha, thé ma t6i chang biét gi cad." Agatha té ra kham phuc. C6 hoc
nam thit ba khoa Dwgc nén khong hiéu gi vé dé tai nay."Em néi nita di,
Orczy?"

"A...dwoc thdi." Orcay mién cudng dap. "Tap tho ay ra doi vao thoi ki
hung thinh ctia van héa dai luc va chiu anh hudng ctia van héa TQ. Tho

viét vé anh dao, phai dén thoi ca Co kim hoa ca tap( titc Kokinwakashu )
méi tang dan... Nhung phan nhiéu lai miéu ta hinh anh hoa dao roi."

"Co6 kim hoa ca tap, chac la thoi ki Heian( tén mot thoi ki cua Nhat tw
nam 794 dén 1185) phai khong?" Ellery hai.

"La thdi thién hoang Daigo, dau thé ky tht 10..."

"Chang r6 c6 lién quan gi dén boi canh xa hoi bi quan ldc dé khong,
ma toan la tho tiéc than canh hoa roi."

"Thoi Thien hoang Daigo, dot nhién xdy dich bénh vao mua anh dao
roi, nén anh dao bi quy két la dem lai dai dich bénh. Thanh tht m6i nam,
vao dung khoang thoi gian ay, 1€ hoi Hanashizume(lé hdi truyén thong Nhat
t0 chitc vao thoi diém hoa anh dao roi thang 3 am lich hang nam nham xua
duoi bénh tat) lai dwogc to chitc dé xua dudbi bénh tat. Cé mot sy lién quan &

"

day...
"Thi ra la thé."

"Van sao cau im lang thé?" Poe li€c nhin Van, dang ngo6i canh minh,
dau cu6i xudng. "Cau mét a?"

"U...nhic dau.”
"Trong cau hoi nhot nhat. Pang sot a?"

Van oay vai va hit thd sau.
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"Xin 10i, t6i mu6n vao n

Hi mot chuat."”

"U nén di ngt di!"

"Pugc roi, vay..."

Van chong hai tay on ban, tw tir déng day.

"Mac t0i, moi ngwdi c n6i chuyén di, 6n ao mot chat ciing khong sao
dau." Van chiic moi nguwdi nga ngon roi tr@ vao phong minh, déng cira lai.
Pai sanh von thiéu anh sang bong roi vao im ldang, chi nghe thay tiéng kim
loai kéu lach cach.

"Pang ghét!" Carr tir ndy chi im lang ngoi rung dui, bong nguyt dai va
budng ra mot cau. "Co y khéa ctra tredc mat moi ngudi, ban than dau phai
dang thiéu ni¥ sg sét chir!"

"Bau troi dém nay dep qua!" Poe gai vo nhu khong nghe Carr néi,
ngan nhin giéng trdi hinh thap gidc trén néc dai sanh.

"Hom kia 1a ngay ram thi phai?" Leroux néi. Bung lic c6 mot luéng
sang lwGt qua giéng troi. La anh an tir ngon hai dang trén miii J quét tGi.

"Moi ngudi nhin kia, c6 quang sang quanh mat trang xem chirng ngay
mau sé mua."

"Cu la meé tin thoi, Agatha!"

"Ellery hoi bét lich sy day! Khéng han la mé tin dau. D6 la do bau troi
nhiéu hoi nuwéce..."

"Theo dy bao thoi tiét troi sé nang dep ca tuan ma."
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"Nhwng néi la c6 thé mwra, van khoa hoc hon m dy cau chuyén tho trén
cung trang.

"Tho trén cung trang..."Ellery guong cudi. "Trén quan ddo Miyaki c6
gad dan 6ng dang ganh doéi thung, biét cau chuyén d6 khong?"

"A, t6i di tiing nghe cau chuyén ndy." Leroux néi, khuén mit sang
1én. "Anh ta vang 1énh Ngoc Hoang, gang thudc bat t¥ va thuéc déc xuéng
nhan gian, ding chwa? Nhung anh ta dwa nham thudc bat t& cho loai ran
udng dwa thudc doc cho loai ngwdi nén bi tritng phat, phdi tiép tuc ganh doi
thung dén tan ngay nay."

"Dling, dting!"

"B6 toc Hottenot & mién Nam chau Phi ciling c6 mot truyén thuyét
twong tw." Poe nodi. "Nhan vat chinh khong phai nguoi ma la tho. Tho da
truyén dat sai ménh lénh cia Than Mat Trang, 6ng ta titc gian ném thé
xuong dat, cho n6i moi tho bi ché ba."

"Truyén thuyét ctia cic dan téc ludn cé nét giong nhau nhi." Ellery
ngoi twa vao lung ghé pha vai xanh, khoanh tay lai. "Hinh nhw ca thé giGi
déu néi c6 tho song trén mit trang. Trung Quéc, Trung A, An Ds..."

"An D6 ciing c6 a?"
"Mat trang trong tiéng Phan la sasin, tttc c6 mét con thé"
"Thé a?"

Poe v& 1ay hop thudc 14 trén ban, ngang nhin Ién troi. Bau troi dém
hinh thap giac thoang bong trang mo.

Giac Pao, Thap Giac Quan.
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Anh dén yéu 6t hit bong nhitng ngwdi tré tudi 1én bitc twong mau
trang.

Pém da vé khuya.
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Chwong 2: Ngay Thir Nhat - Pat Lién {1}
Cac nguoi da giét Chiori, con gai ta.
Chinh giita can phong chat choi la mot cai giwong bay du thi bé bon,
Kawaminami Takaaki dang nam trén giwong, cau may. Pa 11 gio trwa. Cau

vira vé dén nha thi thdy mét bitc thw nam trong thung thuw.

Hom qua cdu dén nha ban choi mat chige su6t dém. Moi lan nhw thé,
vé dén nha cdu van vang vang nghe tiéng trao bai loc xoc, ngudi 10 mo &
trang thai ngu, nhung hom nay birc thu lam cau tinh nhu sao.

"gi thé nay?"

Cau dui mat, cam no6 1én nhin that ki. Mot phong bi mau nau nhw binh
thwong, dong dau buru dién ngay hom qua, 25 thang Ba, gt tir thanh pho O.
biéu nay duy nhat khac thwong la toan bd nodi dung déu dwgc danh may.
(tic 1a go 1én may danh chi. Vao thoi diém nay mdy tinh chwa pho bién,
van ban can chit in déu dung may danh chi wapuro)

Khong ghi dia chi ngwoi gti, chi thdy mac sau ghi " Nakamura Seiji".
" Nakamura Seiji."
Cau nham doc. Chuwa tirng nghe noi. Khoan, doi da, cau iét cai tén nay.

CAu ngbi day, xép bing tron trén cai dém va nhin biic thw 1an nita.
Mot to gidy tot kho B5, toan bd ndi dung duwgce danh may.

"Cac nguoi da giét Chiori, con gai ta."
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CAu da nghe cai tén Chiori ¢ dau do, hinh nhu la Nakamura Chiori,
thé thi Nakamura Seiji han 1a cha co ta.

Su viéc xay ra cach day mot nam, thang Giéng nam ngoai. Hoi nghien
cttu tiéu thuyét trinh tham dai hoc K cia Kawaminami t6 chitc budi hop
mung nam madi. Nakamura Chiori la mot thanh vien m6i. Hoc dudi cau mot
nam, khi d6 c6 mdi la sinh vién nam thit nhat. Cau hién dang hoc nam th
ba, thang sau cau sé len nam th tv. Nhwng tv mua xuan nam ngoai, cau da
ngung tham gia hoi nghién cuu.

Nakamura CHiori chét khi di choi tang ba trong buo6i lién hoan mirng
nam mdi dy. Bay gio cau da ra vé trudc do cd chit viéc. Nghe noi
Nakamura Chiori bi ngd doc con dan dén dau tim cap tinh, du dugc xe cap
cttu chd téi bénh vién, co da chét trén duong di.

Kawaminimi c6 dén dy dam tang co.

Nakamura Chiori ¢ nha 6ng ngoai, tai thanh pho O, cho nén dam tang
cling t6 chitc & d6. Nhung ngudi chu tri tang 1€ lai khong phai Seiji, ma la
mot cai té 16 thoi hon nhiéu. Chac la 6ng ngoai chit khong phai la cha cia
Nakamura Chiori. Bay gio nhé lai, hom do6 cau khong nhin thdy béng dang
cha c0 dau ca.

N

Thé thi tai cao ngudi tw xuwng la "cha cta Chiori" lai giti cho cau bic
thu nay? Mot nguoi cau chua t'ng noi chuyén hay gap mat.

Trong thw, "Seiji" nhan manh Chiori bi ngwdi ta sat hai. Con gai 6ng
di dv lién hoan, bi chudc rwou roi dot tr. Trong mat nguwdi cha thi co6 "bi
giét hai", diéu nay cling c6 thé thong cam dwgc. Nhung tai sao ong ay lai
viét 14 thit nay, sau hon mét nam ké tir ngay ay?

Kawaminimi dot nhién ding bat day.

Nakamura Seiji... A!
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Ky trc bat dau song dong trd lai.

Cau nhdy xudng giwong, chay dén bén chiéc gia bang thép ké ap
twong, 16i ra may tap ho so,bén trong c6 cac bai bao thu vi dugc cat ra lvu
gitr.

Minh nh¢ la vao khoang thang Chin nam ngoai...
Cau lat gig, mot Iic sau tim thdy bai bao do.
Hoéa hoan ¢ Lam Oc trén Giac Dao

bon ngudi bi giét mot cach bi an?!

Kawaminami ngo6i phich xuéng san, m@ tap ho so ra. Cau bing dau
ngon tay vao dong tit in dam. "Mot 161 budc toi tit ngwdi chét sao?"

"A 10, day co6 phai la nha Higashi khong a? Toi la Kawaminami & dai
hoc K. Xin hoi Hajime c6 nha khong a?"

"Kawaminami?" Pau diy bén kia la me cia Hajime. "Sang nay né di
du lich véi cac ban & hoi roi."

"Hoi nghién cttu tiéu thuyét trinh tham phai khong a?"

"Pung no6 ndi la di ra hoang ddo." "Hoang ddo? Co c6 biét tén dao ay
khong ?" "Co! Co nghi la Giac Pao ¢ quan S."

"Giac Pdo..." Cam giac nhu hoi thd minh nging lai, Kawaminami
nam chdt 6ng nghe. "Hajime c6 nhan dugc bat c bitc thu hay 16i nhan nao
khong a?"

"Thu a?"

"Thu cia m6t ngwoi tén la Nakamura Seiji givi dén."
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"C6 khong..." ba me do dv mot chit, nhan ra tdm trang gap rut cda
cdu, bén n6i "Cho nhé!" ro6i diat 6ng nghe xudng. Tiéng dan organ vang
vang ti* dau day bén kia. Mot lat sau, ba quay lai, giong bat an:

"CO mdt bitc thw nhw vay chéu a. C6 diéu gi khdng 6n sao?"
"Co0 noi la nha minh ciing nhan dugc a?"
"U, diing roi."

Kawaminami bong cam thay toan than bun run, hai vai chung xu6ng.
Cau chang biét phai lam gi nita.

"Da... chdu cdm on c6. Khong cé chuyén gi a. Xin 16i da lam phién

coO.

DPat 6ng nghe xudng, Kawaminami ngoi twa vao twong do dan. Day la
can ho chung cw cii ki, twong vach réu ra kéu cot ket, tir ngoai ctra s6 vong
vao tiéng may giat on 1.

Highashi cling nhan duwgc mot birc thw cia Nakamura Seiji.
Cau chép chdp doi mat day van do.
Co 1€ nao day chi la mot tro dua tai ac?

Cau gid so tay ghi so dién thoai cua hdi nghién citu, chép lai thong tin
cla tat ca nhitng thanh vién da di choi tang ba hom 4y. Ho vang nha va déu
¢ ky tic xa nén khong thé hoi han ai dugc. Tyu nhién... tat ca lai di du lich
cung nhau, dén chinh Gidc Pao, noi xdy ra sy kién kia. C6 phai chi don
gian la ngau nhién trung hgp khong?

Ngam nghi hoi 1au, cdu mé cudn so tay, tim so dién thoai ctia ¢ gai da
chét, Nakamura Chiori.

https://thuviensach.vn



THAP GIAC QUAN

Yukito Ayatsuji
www.dtv-ebook.com

Thanh pho O, noi cac thanh vién hoi nghién cttu tiéu thuyét trinh tham
dai hoc K 1én thuyén xuat phat, cich quan S ntta gié di xe buyt va bon
muoi phat ngo6i tau dién. Quang dwong chim bay khong dén 40 kilomet.
Kawamanami ra khoi ga Kamegawa, cach thanh phé O bén bén, va rdo
buéc vé phia nhitng ngon nui.

Luc goi dién dén nha 6ng ngoai cua Chiori, cau chi gap chi gidp viéc,
bén ty gidi thiéu minh la ban cung dai hoc cua Chiori ngay triwéc. Chi hién
hoa tra 161 cac cau hoi caa cau.

Cau phai ndi rat khéo méi xac dinh dwoc cha cta Chiori chinh la 6ng
Nakamura Seiji, ngwdi da mat trong vu héa hoan & Giac dao. Cau doc bao
va biét, 6ng cé ngwoi em trai la Nakamura Kojira. Va cau da khai thac duoc
dia chi cua ong ta.

NakamuraKojiro song & Kannawa thudc Beppu. Ong 1a gido vién mot
treong cap ba trong vung. Pang la ki nghi xuan, chac la 6ng sé c6 nha.

Qué Kawaminami cting Beppu nén cau khong la gi noi nay. Cau nghit
minh c6 thé dé dang tim dugc duong, va cang to mo hon.

Cau tham chi con khong goi dién truéc ma quyét dinh ci¥ dén thang
nha Nakamura Kaojiro.

Kannawa noi tiéng véi "sudi nuwdc néng dai nguc". Vay nén, dudi bau
troi trong xanh thodng dang c6 thé nhin thdy cdnh twgng ngit ngan hoi
nwdc uon lwon trén tirng day nha dan va nhitng dong nwéc noéng & bén
dwong. Phia bén trai 1a nhitng swon doc mit mung cia ndi Tsurumi.
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Sau khi di qua m6t khu thiwong mai nhé, duong sa bong trd nén yén
tinh. Noi nay tap trung nhiéu khach san nha nghi, nha dan va cac biét thy
cho thué, danh cho nhitng ngwdi mudn & lai day lau dai dé diéu tri bang
subi nwdc néng. Nho dai chi do hoi duwgc, chang may chdoc cau da tim dugc
nha ong Nakamura Kojiro.

Ngo6i nha mot tang xinh xan. Phia trong hang rao thap la nhitng khém
hoa kim twéc vang ruc rd, hoa rdu dé trang va hoa moc qua hao hong dang
khoe sac huong gitra tiét troi xuan.

Kawaminami buéc qua cong hang rao, di trén 16i nhé 1at da dén cira
chinh. Cau hit mét hoi that sau réi an chudng. Lat sau c6 mot giong nam
tram am vang lén.

"Ai ddy?'

Nguoi dan ong xuat hién trwdc cira, phong cach rat 1khobng an nha
v6i ngdi nha truyén théng kiu Nhat ndy. Ong mic so mi trdng khong cai
khuy c0, 4o khoac len méng mau nau, quan dai xam, mai téc hoa ram dugc
vult nguwgc ra sau.

"Xin hoi, la chu Nakamura Kojiro phai khong a?"
"Phai roi!"

Chau la Kawamanami, ban ctia Nakamura Chiori @ hoi nghién cuu...
dén lam phién chi mong chu thit 16i cho."

Duwéi cap kinh doi moi, vé mat ong Nakamura Kojiro 1ap titc tré nén
nhe nhom.

"Hoi nghién cttu tiéu thuyét trinh tham dia hoc K a? Gap toi c6 viéc gi
khong?"
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"Chuy65n la thé nay: hom nay chau nhan dugc mot bire thw ki la."

Kawaminami rtt thw ra va dua cho Nakamura Kojiro. Ong cam phong
bi, nhin qua hang chit in trén do, r6i bong cau may, vé cang thang, nhin
Kawaminami. "Ch4u vao nha da! Nha dang cé anh ban dén choi, nhung
khong sao, chau ditng ngai. T6i & mot minh nén chang cé gi dai khach ca."

Kawaminami dwgc dan vao mot can phong tatami (dang phong truyén
thong ctia Nhat ). Phong cé dang chit L. v6i hai phong sau chiéu thong
nhau. Néu bo tdm binh phong ngan & giita hi sé thanh mot phong mudi hai
chiéu. Gian ngoai dung dé tiép khach va sinh hoat chung, tham mau luc
sam, ké b0 sofa cing mau. Gian trong thong ra vieon phia bén ngoai, hinh
nhu la thw phong. Co vai gia sach cao cham tran va mét chiéc ban 16n. Nha
ctra sach sé tinh twom, khong c6 vé la nha mot nguwoi dan ong doc than.

"Shimada c6 khach dén!"

Nguoi ban cia Nakamura Kojiro dang ng6i trén mot chiéc ghé may
noi hang hién, nhin ra veon.

"Pay la Kawaminami & hoi tiéu thuyét trinh thdm dai hoc K, con day
la Shimada Kiyoshi, ban toi."

"Tiéu thuyét trinh thdm a?" Shimada ditng bat day, vi dong tac qua
manh nén céai ghé chao dit doi, dé vao mu ban chan, Shimada dau qua lai
ng6i phich xudng. Nguwoi dan 6ng nay cao kéu gay nhang khién
Kawaminami lién twéng dén con bo ngya.

"hat ra, nam ngodi chau da rat lui khoi hoi nghién ctru r6i a."

"Hirm." Shimada Kiyoshi nhan nh6 xoa nan chan. "Vay con gi6 nao
dwa cau tdi day the?"
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"Vi thit nay day." Ong Nakamura Kojiro dwa cho Shimada bitc thw ctia

Kawanaminami.

Thoang thdy tén nguwoi giti, Shimada 1ap titc nhin Kawaminami. "To6i
xem dugc khong?"

"Ctt ty nhién." Ong Nakamuranoi, "Kawaminami, thyc ra tdi ciing
nhan dvgc mot bire thw nhu vay."

"Thé a?!"

R6i ong di vao phong, cam btc thw trén chiéc ban gu dwa cho
Kawaminami.

Cau doc ngay hai madt trwdc sao phong bi. Y hét nhu cai cau nhan
duwgc, ca dau buru dién va chit in cling vay, tén nguwoi giri la Nakamura Seiji.

"Chau xem dugc khong a?"
Ong ta gat dau.
Chiori bi sat hai

Chi c6 doc mot cau. Du ndi dung hoi khac, nhwng van la chit in trén
gidy B5 loai t6t.

Kawaminami im lang nhin t& gidy héi lau. Mot bic thue ki la gwi -t
nguoi da khuat. Khong sao twéng tuwgng ra noi. Co thé dé dang suy ra rang
nhitng ai di choi tang ba trong budi lién hoan nam ngoai déu nhan dwoc birc
thu twong tw, nhueng khong ngo ong Nakamura Kojiro cling nhan dwoc thu.

"Thé nay la sao a?"
"T6i ciing chiu, khong hiéu néi." Ong dap. "T6i dang cd nghi 1a ai d6

bay tro duia oai oam va sao trén doi nay lai c6 nhitng ga roi hoi rach viéc
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dén thé, thi chau t6i."

"Khong chi minh chau dau a. Vai hoi vién khac cling nhan dugc thw
nhu vay."

"Thé a?"

"That xin 16i, nhung c6 1é nao la Nakamra Seiji... Xin 16i, anh chd, van
con song?"

"Khong thé nao. Chau ciing biét r6i: 6ng anh t6i da qua doi vao mua
thu ndm ngoai vi tai nan kinh khung ay. Thit 16i cho, t6i khong muén nhac
lai chuyén cii nita."

"Vay thi, 14 thw nay chi 1a mét tro dua vo 16i a?"

"Chi c6 thé l1a nhw vay. Anh trai t6i da chét cach day nita nam, dé la su
that ranh ranh. Huong chi, t6i khong tin trén doi nay lai ton tai hon ma."

"Chu nghi thé nao vé ndi dung bitc thw a?"

"Hirm..." Nakamura Kojiro ray ri dap. "To6i c6 biét chuyén bat hanh
cta Chiori, va nghi rang dé chi la mot tai nan. Chiori la di¥a chau yéu cua
t0i, toi cling thong cam véi suy nghi rang n6 bi ham hai, nhung khong thé
vi thé ma thu han cac chau. Piéu t6i khong thé tha thit 1a c6 ké da 14y dnah
nghi anh t6i dé gri nhitng 14 thu dién khung nay."

"Twc la tro dua ac y a?"

Kawamanami cam thay khong hoan toan thuyét phuc. Cau gat dau va
liéc sang nhin Shimada Kiyoshi dang ngoi trén ghé may, gac chan chir ngi,
mot ban tay dat 1én dau gbi. Anh ta nhin cau bang anh mat ra chiéu thich
tha.
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"A..." Kawaminami vita dwa trd Nkamura Kojiro bitc thw viva héi.
"Cac ban trong hoi nghién cttu dang c6 mat ¢ Giac Dao, chd cé biét
khong?"

"Khong." Ong dap ching min ma gi. "Anh Seiji qua doi dé quyen
thtra ké hon ddo ay cho t6i, thang trudc téi da ban cho mot thwong gia bat
dong san & quan S v&i mic rat thap. Toi khong muon dat chan 1én hon dao
dy lan nita nén cling khong nam dwgc tinh hinh."
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Biét hom nay ong Nakamura Kojiro con cé viéc can gidi quyeét,
Kawaminami hoéi tham vé nhitng gia sach day ap. Nakamura néi ngoai viéc
day hoc & treong cdp ba gan nha, khi roi rai 6ng cling hay nghién cttu Phat
hoc. V6i nu cudi ngai ngung, 6ng noi, "T6i dang tim hiéu vé Bat Nha
Khong cua Phat giao dai thwa."

"Bat Nha Khong a? Kawaminami nghiéng dau.

Shimada ditng day, giai thich, "Cau nghe n6i dén Bat Nha Tam Kinh
bao gid chwa? Sac titc thi khong khong titc thi sac. Anh dy dang nghiéng
cttu vé Khong. " Anh rdo nhitng budc dai, dwa trd Kawaminami bitc thu da
doc di doc lai may lan.

"Kawaminami, ho cau chit Han viét nhw thé nao?"

"Kawa la Giang, trong Treong Giang. Minami la Nam, trong dong tay
nam bac,."

"Giang... Nam... Ha ha tén rat hay. Anh Ko, t6i ciing xin cdo t* lun!
Kawaminami, ching ta cung di nao! "

Ra khéi nha 6ng Nakamura Kojiro, buéc xuéng dwong pho vang vé,
Shima da dan ngo6n tay vao nhau, viron vai. Chiéc do len mau den khién
anh cang cé vé cao gay hon.

"Conan! Tén cdu rat hay! "Shimada dan hai tay sau gay, lan nay phat
am tén cua Kawaminami thanh Conan(chi* Han trong tiéng Nhat thwong cé
nhiéu cach phat am). Sao cua lai rit ra khéi hoi nghién cttu tiéu thuyét trinh
tham thé? Méi trwong khong hgp a? "
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"Anh doan tring r6i day! "

"Nhin mdt cau la biét ngay! " Shimada cwdi hé hé. "Chit khong phai vi
cau mat hitng v@i truyén trinh tham phai khong?"

"Gio0 t6i van rat mé tiéu thuyét trinh tham."

"Hay ddy, toi cling vay. Toi mé trinh tham hon la tim hiéu Phat hoc.
Tuw duy suy luan trong trinh tham rat ro rang. Ta cung di uong tra ¢ dau do,
dugc khong? "

"Pugc! Kawaminami mim cuoi dap lai.

Ca hai di tréndoan duwong hoi déc, ryc nang.

"Conan, cau la mot chang trai thu vi day."

"Toi u?"

"Chi vi mot bitc thw dua bon ma phai lan 16i tir xa dén day."

"Ciling khong xa lam dau."

"U'! Tuy nhién, néu 1a t6i thi tdi cling 1am thé. Vi ngdy nao toi ciing
nhan roi dén phat chan." Shimada thoc tay vao tii quan bo mau den, mim
cwoi. "Cau cho rang do 1a tro dua tinh vi a?"

"Chac chu

Nakamura Kojiro sé nghi thé, nhung t6i lai nghi khac." Kawaminami
dap. "Di nhién khong phai hon ma viét thw, nhiéu kha nang la cé ké mao
danh nguoi da chét. Nhung ai tén qua nhiéu cong sitc nhw thé cho mot tro
dua vé van."

"Cong suc...? "
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"Chit chang han, déu la danh mdy can than. La trd dua n6i chung
khong can nhiéu khé nhw vay..."

"Néu quen danh may thi cling la chuyén binh thwong théi. Cang ngay
nguoi ta cang wa dung may danh chit. Anh Ko méi mua mét chiéc nam nay
thoi, ma da dung kha thanh thao."

"DPung la rat pho bién, cac ban td6i déu mua mday chi¥, phong nghién
cltu cua sinh vién ciling trang bi ca. Nhung chi viét thw ma cling danh may
thi hoi la."

"Cé 1}’]."

"Phdi in chit khong viét, dwong nhién la nham che diu but tich cua
minh. Néu thuan tiy la tro dua, thi c6 can phai gidau nhem bt tich cda
minh. Néu thuan tiy la tro dua, thi cé can phdi gidu nhem nut tich khong?
Nhat 1a... thu chi vén ven mo dong! Néu don gian la mudn hu doa thi phai

viét ra nhitng 10i 1€ ghé rgn hai hung mdéi ding chi? Nén khong thé khong
linh cdm rang, c6 mot an y sau xa nao dé phia sau hanh dong nay."

"An y u?"

Di hét doc, ho budc 1én duwong cai rong rai & ven bién. Trén mat bién
ménh mong xanh biéc la v s6 tau thuyén 16n nhé dang tdm minh trong
nang.

"Kia roi!" Shimada chi tay. "Quan kia, rat kha! Chuing ta dén dé di."
Trén néc nha mau dé ctia quan tra gan mot mii tén chia hudng gio.

Tam bién hiéu la hang chit mau"Mother Goose" khién Kawaminami
khong khai thich thu.
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Hai nguwoi ngoi doi dién nhau bén bo ban ghé ké sat ctrta so.
Kawaminami quan sat ki lvong nguoi dan ong mdéi quen.

Shimada tudi ngoai ba mwoi hodc hon mot chit. Mdi téc hoi dai va
mém mai khién khuén méat anh hop lai. Kawaminami da cao va gay roi,
nhung Shimada thi phai noi la mot cay sao. Gitta khuon madt den sam la doi
mat triing sau va cai miii to khoam.

Ngao nghé khac doi, la dn twong dau tién toat ra tir Shimada, vé ki cuc
khong giong ai khién nguoi ta khd gan. Nhung 101 noi v chi caa anh ay lic
nay lai khac vé bén ngoai, khién Kawaminami ndy sinh thién cdm. Cau c6
cam giac minh quen than anh tw lau.

DPa qua 4 gio chiéu, tir sang dén gio Kawaminami chwa an chit gi, nén
cau goi ca phé cung pizza.

Nhin qua 6 ctra kinh, ngoai kia la bién xanh déi dién véi dwdng quoc
16 10. B4 la vinh Beppu. Quan nay hoi uéng may tiém an nhe thwong thay
& cac goc pho trong khu vie dong sinh vién. C6 1€ chti quan cling hitng thu
v6i cau ca dao nhi dong "Ba me ngong" nén tranh vé va tuwgng ngong dugc
trung & khap noi trong quan.

"Kawaminami Takaaki, cdu néi tiép di. " Shimada zkiyoshi rét cho
minh mot chén tra Ba twdc tir chiéc binh méi dwgc mang dén.

"NGi tiép... vé birc thu a?"

"Puwong nhien."
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"Luc ndy t6i da néi quan diém ctia minh ro6i. Toi hit thude dwgc chi?"

"Ci ty nhién."

"Cam on."

Cau cham thudc. M6t lan khoi trang bay 1én.

"Nhu vira néi day, toi khong cho rang day chi la mot tro dua, nhung
néu anh héi la gi thi tdi cling chiu. T6i khong c6 manh méi nao dé két luan
ai viét va viét vi muc dich gi. Cé diéu..."

"Co diéu gi?"

"Ciing c6 thé suy nghi ra vai gia thuyét."

"Cau noi cu thé hon di."

"Vi du nhw néi vé biec the to6i nhan dugc dy, cé thé phan tich ba ngu y
clia nguwoi viét. Mot la, chtt yéu muon nhan manh ' Chiori bi sat hai'. Hai 13,
ngam canh cdo 'ta cam han cac nguai, ta du dinh tra thu'. Viét thw de doa ké
tht &c ma dung tén 6ng Nakamura Seiji la qua thich hop r6i."

"T6i hiéu, con ngu y thit ba?"
"Ba la, cac burc the nay chita deng mot ham nghia sau xa hon."
"Ham nghia sau sa ? "

"Tai sao nguoi viét thu lai dung tén 6ng Nakamura Seiji qua c6? Gia
stt nham muc dich khing bd, thi e thoi nay chang ai tin la that. Hon ma
danh mady, in an, viét thw, hdo huyén quéa dang! Cho nén t6i mdi doan rang
nhitng birc thw nay muén nhac ching ta nhin nhan lai su kién xdy ra nam
ngodi trén Giac Pdao. Liéu t6i c6 nghi lam khong?"
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"Khong! Tdi cam rat c6 ¥ nghia." Anh mét Shimada 14p 1anh thich th.
Anh cam chén tra 1én. "Hay lam! Can ra soat lai vu viéc & Giac DPao, cé ly
ddy! Vu dé xing dang dé xem xét lai. Conan, cau biét nhiéu vé vu dé
khong?"

"T6i chi biét qua bao chi, nén khong ro lam."
"Vay, c6 1é toi nén ké v6i cau nhitng diéu toi biét trede.”
"Vang anh nai di."

"Chac cau da. Nam bat hét nhitng nét chinh. Thang Chin nam ngoéi, &
Lam Oc trén Giac Pao, 6ng Nakamura Seijij va vo ba Kazue clng hai cg
chong ngudi gitp viéc bi séat hai, con ngwoi thg lam vwon thi mat hiat. Hung
thtl gay an xong da phong héa khu nha Lam Oc. Va dén nay, vu 4n van con
dang do.

"Canh sat coi ngwoi lam veon la nghi pham dung khong?"

"Pung vay! Nhung khéng hé c6 chitng ct xac dang. T6i cgo rang, vi
ngwoi lam vwon mat tich nén méi bi nghi ngd. Bay gid tdi sé noéi ti mi
hon..."

Shimada ha thap giong va bat dau ké tiép.

"Trwge tien nén ké vé cha nhan Lam Oc, Seiji, con truwdng nha
Nskamura & thanh phé Usa tinh Oita. Ong hon anh ba tudi, néu con thi nim
nay 47 tudi. La kién trac sw thién tai nhwng lai sém lui vé an dat... Hoc
xong pho théng, Seiji 1én Tokyo hoc dai hoc. H6i con la sinh vieébnnkhoa
Kién tric dai hoc T, 6ng titng gianh gidi thwdng trong mdét cudc thi toan
quoc, khién nhitng nguwdi trong nganh rat chd y. Sau khi tot nghiép, dang 1&
Seiji sé hoc caole6n theo 10i khuyén cta cac giao sw, nhung phu than dot
ngot mac bénh roi qua doi, ong danh phdi tré vé qué nha. Seiji va Kojiro
cling tiép quan san nghiép khéng 16 ma cha dé lai. It 14u sau, Seiji tw thiét
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ké va xay cong trinh Lam Oc trén Giac Pao, bat dau cudc séng an cu cia
minh. Ba Kazue, thoi con gai mang ho Hanabusa, la ban thanh mai tric ma
cta Seiji ¢ Usa, dwgc hai nha nhat tri hon wéc, ho ném doéi Itva va lam dam
cwdi sau khi chuyén ra Giac bao. "

"Nghe anh Ko néi 6ng dy vat lam nhung chi dé giai tri thoi. Khi vui
thi lam, hé lam la lam dén noi dén chon va kién tri theo dudi mét phong
cach kién tric cung déc ddo ctia minh, duwgc gidi thwgng Iwu danh gia rat
cao. Vo vang khach hang tir khap moi noi tim dén ddo mdi moc. Nhung
chitng muwdi nam gan day Seiji tit chéi hau hét cac 1oi dé nghi va song an
dat cach biét véi doi. "

"Qua la khac thuong,."

"Anh Ko ciing khac thwong lam, khong thiét gi cd, chi nghién ciu
Phat hoc. Anh khing khing néi 'Ong anh tdi 1a mot di nhan' da thay ca hai
that ki quac. Va hinh nhv tinh cdm cta ho khéng mdy man ma. Tré lai
chuyén chinh. Trén Giac Péo c6 vg chong gitp viéc Kitamura. Ho lam céac
viéc vat, chong 1ai ca no tir dao ra dat lién, vo don dep nha ctra. Lai c6 mot
nguwoi lam vueon tén la Yoshikawa Seiichi, ngay thuong thi séng & Ajimu.
Moi thang 6ng ta 1én dao lam viéc vai ngay. Ba ngay trwdc khi xay ra vu
héa hoan, dng ta cé 1én dao. Pay la nhitng ngwdi lién quan. Veé chi tiét vu
an, phat hién ca thay bon thi thé déu chay den, bién dang, khién phap y rat
vat va mdi két luan duoc: vo chong Kitamura bi vat sac nhon danh vao dau,
t* vong trong phong ngu, canh sat tim thay hung khi 1a cai riu ngay tai do,
ca hai déu cé dau vét bi tr6i bang thirng. Thoi gian t* vong la sau buoi
chiéu 19 thang Chin, trwedc khi xay ra hda hoan mot ngay. Ba Kazue bi that
co trén giwvong trong phong ngu, canh tay trai bién mat sau khi ba chét, dén
nay khong tim thdy. Thoi gian t& vong trong khoang ngay 17 18 thang
Chin. Ong Seiji bi twéi dau héa dét chay ciing trong phong do, thi thé chita
ham lwgng thuéc nga kha 16n. Dié nay trung hgp véi ba thi thé kia. Thoi
gian t vong: t0 mo sang ngay 20 thang Chin, trong tran hoa hoan. Ngon
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Itra bat dau tr bép, hung tha twdi dau hoa khap nha réi dét. Cau ciing biét
réi cho dén nay canh sat van nghiéng vé gia thiét nguoi lam viwon mat tich
la hung thu. Tuy nhién van con nhiéu diém nghi van khong sao giai thich
nodi. Vi du, tai sao Yoshikawa lai chat canh tay ba Kazue? Pem di dau?
Chay tron ra sao? Chiéc ca n6 duy nhat & ddo van neo & vinh. Khé ma
twong twgng dwgc vao ha tuan thang Chin(mua thu trdi lanh) hung thta c6
thé giét chét bon mang r6i boi vao dat lién?! Canh sat cling nghi dén gia
thuyét hung tha la ngudi bén ngoai, néu thé thi lai cang ndy ra nhiéu diém
nghi van. Canh sat chi suy luan Yoshikawa la hung thu ma théi. Kia, cau c&
an di, dung khach sao."

"A... Vang!"

Khi Shimada dang ké cac tinh tiét vu an thi nha hang mang pizza va ca
phé dén, Kawaminami say stra nghe nén chwa cat banh an.

"Vé dong co, thi c6 hai gia thuyét: mot la am mwu nhom ngé tién bac
ctia chu nhéan, hai la Yoshikawa tham yéu va tu théng vGi ba Kazue. Nhiéu
y kién cho rang ca hai yéu t6 trén hinh thanh dong co giét ngudi. Han cho
moi nguwdi uéng thude ngu trde, roi ra tay gay an. Tréi vo chong Kitamura
va 6ng cha lai, giam vao phong, sau do6 16i ba Kazue vao phéong ngu dé théa
man thu tinh. Ba Kazue bi giét trdc ba ngwoi kia dén mot hay hai ngay.
Canh sat phat hién ra trén thi thé ba Kazue nhiéu dau hiéu chitng té bi xam
hai tinh duc. Bi giét tiép theo la vg chong Kitamura, bdy gio van mé man
bat tinh. Sau d6 han giét ong Seiji. Cudi cung vao nha bép phéng hda."

Kawaminami nhédc tach ca phé da ngudi 1én thac mac. "Nhung, anh
Shimada nay, tai sao hung thti phéi dé chi 6ng chii Nakamura Seiji song lau
thé? Ca vg chong Kitamura nita. Pang nao ciling giét, giét sém co6 phai an
toan hon khong?"

"Cé thé phdong doan rang ban dau han khong dinh giét tat ca bon ho.
Giét ba Kazue xong. Thi y dinh md&i thay d6i. Noi cach khac, dé ong
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Nakamura Seiji song dén phit cudi cang chitng t6 y do cuwép tién bac cua
hung thu."

"Sao lai noi thé? "

"Diéu nay cé lién quan dén phong cach thiét ké kién tric cta 6ng
Nakamura Seiji."

"Kién truc sao..."

"Pung! Nhu t6i da noi, 6ng ta la mot ngwdi khac thwong, thiét ké Lam
Oc, Thap Giac Quén, déu chiing t6 6ng dy mic ching ddc twéng va c6 tinh
khi tré con. Mot trong s6 do la tinh yéu doi véi cac loai then cai, chot
khoa."

"Chot khoa a?"

"Pung! T6i khong rd s6 luwgng chinh xac, nhung nguoi ta da tim thay
trong dong do nat sau hoa hoan rat nhiéu loai khéa cho mat that, td, ham bi
mat. Chi Nakamura Seiji md&i biét vi tri cia ching."

"Néu thé thi...budc phai bat 6ng chu mé& miéng dé biét nhitng noi gidu
bau vat."

"Pung! Do dé hungthu3 chua giét 6ng Nakamura Seiji v0i."
Ngung mot lat, Shimada chong mot tay 1én mat ban:

"DPay la nhitng diém chinh cia sy viéc va tinh hinh diéu tra hién
trrong. Canh sat van truy tim nguwdi m vueon Yoshikawa Seiichi nhung van
khong thu dwgc manh moi gi. Conan cdu mudn héi gi nita khong?"

"Pé xem nao..." Kawaminami uoéng can tach ca phé, réi chim vao suy
nghi.
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Dau vao nhitng diéu Shimada néi thi moi suy doan ctia canh sat déu
rat thoa dang. Nhung tat ca van chi la suy doan trén cac dau vét con lai, noi
thang ra thi day chi la nhitng giai thich ap dat, c6 vé hgp ly ma thoi.

Vu an nay biét khé ¢ ché Lam Oc bj Itta thiéu rui hoan toan, cac thong
tin thu dwoc tir hién treong rat han ché. Nguwoi con song duy nhat chitng
kién tinh hinh trwdc va trong khi xdy ra vu chdy, thi lai biét tam.

"Conan a, trong sac mat cau rat nang neé."Shimada liém moi. "Toi
muon hoi cau mot cau khong lién quan truc tiép dén sv kién Giac Pao."

"Vang?"

"Vé c6 Nakamura Chiori. Co 4y goi anh Ko la chid rout65. Vi viéc hoc
tap nén co dy phai tam & nha ba ngoai, ti*c mau than ba Kazue. T6i nghe
ndi ndm ngoai co ay gap tai nan nhuwng lai biét rat it chi tiét cu thé. Chiori la
nguoi thé nao? "

Kawaminami 1ap ti¢c nhiu may buon ba.
"Chiori 1a c6 gai diu dang, hoi tram tinh, gdy chd y. T6i gan nhuu
khong giao lwu véi cod dy. Nhung toi cho rang c6 dy rat hiéu biét, tot bung,

moi dip t6 chitc lién hoan, Chiori thuwong cht dong xan tay lam mot so
viéc."

"C6 ay chét ra sao?"

"Thang Giéng nam ngoai, trong mot cugc lién hoan cta hoi nghien
cttu tiéu thuyét trinh tham, c6 ay bi ngd doc rugu.”

Kawaminami n6i, mat tho than nhin ra ctta so.

"Moi lan lién hoan, c6 ay chi dy tang mdt roi ra vé, nhung hém dé
chung1toi6 nai ni c6 ay & lai dén tang ba, 1€ ra khong nén lam thé. Co ay
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von da yéu, nghe n6i, moi ngwdi con ct chude regu,”
"Moi ngudi chude rugu c6 ay u?"

"Phdi! Vi hom do t6i c6 chit viéc nén nira chirng da ra vé, cuing mot
cau ban ten la Morisu. Tai nan xdy ra ngay sau do. Khong phai..."

Kawaminami lang 1€ dat tay vao buc thu trong tui ao jacket.
"Khong phdi tai nan. Cé thé, chinh ching t6i da thuce sy giét c6 ay."

Kawaminami cho rang chinh minh cling c6 phan trach nhiém doéi véi
cai chét ctia Chiori. Néu khong vé trudc, han cau da c6 thé can moi ngudoi
chu6c rugu co.

"T6i nay cau c6 roi khong?" Giong anh Shimada bong tré nén séi noi,
hinh nhv anh cdm nhan dvgc tam trang cia Kawaminami. "Chung ta cung
dung bita t6i nay, tién thé nhap chit rugu. Pwgc khong?"

"Nhung..."

"T6i moi cau! Hai ching ta tro chuyén vé tiéu thuyét trinh tham. T6i
khong c6 ban hgp gu vé dé tai nay. Cau chiéu long t6i dugc khong?"

"Vang! Rat han hanh."

"Nhat tri thé nhé! Chiing ta dén thanh pho O nao."

"Anh Shiamda!"

"Sao thé?"

"T6i con chwa hoi, anh va chi Nakamura Kojiro ¢6 quan hé thé nao?"

"A, anh Ay 1a tién béi cling truong dai hoc véi t6i."
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"Dai hoc? Thé thi, chac anh cling nghién cttu Phat hoc? "

"Tam cho la thé." Shimada nguwgng nghiu, dva tay so miii. "Gia dinh
toi tru tri mot ngdi chuia & ngoai 6 thanh pho O."

"0, vay ra anh la con nha Phat?"

"Nha c6 ba anh em trai, t6i la Gt. Ngan nay tu6i r6i ma van léu téu
khong dau vao dau nén chang c6 tu cach gi ma nhan xét nguwdi khac. Cha
t0i dad ngoai sdu muoi tudi nhwng van rat minh man va chu tri moi viéc, béi
vay thoi diém duy nhat t6i dwgc doc kinh niém Phat, cho ngwdi chét siéu
thoat chang han, l1a khi doc truyén trinh tham va cé ngwoi bo mang."
Shimada ndi, trang nghiém chap hai ban tay.
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Cac nguoi da giét Chiori, con gai ta.

Morisu Kyoichi thd dai nhin bitc thw dat trén mat kinh chiéc ban thap,
r6i lai cam 1én. Cau ngo6i bén mép giwdng, doi chan dudi trén tam tham mau
ghi, hoan toan khong con chut sic luc nao.

"Céc nguoi da giét . Chiori, con géi ta."

Cau sam soi tirng chit in trén td gidy, tam tri rdi hoi.

Thang Giéng nam ngoai, hoi nghién citu tiéu thuyét trinh tham lién
hoan mung nam mdi, di choi d8ebnl tang ba, Morisu va ban cung 16p la
Kawaminami ra vé ntta chirng, sau dé xdy ra sy viéc ay.

Mat sau phong bi in tén nguwoi gii "Nakamura Seiji", ngwoi bi giét hai
trén Giac Pao cach 1day6 nita nam, Morisu tham chi chua tirng biét mat.

Phong Morisu la phong don, ndm trén tang 5 chung cw Tatsumi, bén
dai 10 doi dién ga thanh phé O, gan bén céng.

Cau lai nhét 14 thw vao phong bi, khé lac dau ro6i cam bao thuéc Seven
Stars trén ban 1én. Cau khong nghién nang nhv tredc nita nhwng van chwa
hoan toan ditt bo dugc s cam do cda nicotin.

Nhitng nguoi trén Giac Pdo dang lam gi nhi?

Suy nghi ay thaongl qua dau ciu. Cau w6t nhin can phong sap xép
ngan nap. Trén gia vé gan twong la bic tranh son dau con dang d@, vé vai
birc twgng Phat bang da lang nhin thoi gian troi, khuat 14p dwdi nhitng tan
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cdy, mau sac mo nhat. D6 la phong canh cau tirng nhin thdy trén mot dinh
ndi thwa dau chan nguwdi ¢ ban ddo Kunisaki. Cadu méi chi bat dau viéc t6
mau trén nén phac thao than chi.

Khéi thudc 14 bong rat c6. Morisu rit vai hoi roi dui dui diéu thudc vao
chiéc gat tan ngap nudc.

Mot linh cdm chang lanh dang 1én, nhw thé mét chuyén bat thuwong nao
do sap xdy ra.

Tiéng chudng dién thoai reo.

Cau nhin dong ho. Ba gan nira dém.

Gio nay con goi dién thi chi c6 thé la mot nguoi...
Sau may gidy do dv, Morisu nhiac 6ng 1nghe.
"Morisu day a?"

Gio noi quen thugc cuia Kawaminami vang 1én, ding nhu cau da nghi.
Morisu thd phao.

"Chao Doyle!"

"T6i nhac cau bao nhiéu lan r6i, dirng goi téi bang cai tén nay. Chiéu
nay toi cling goi cho cau..."

"T6i di xe may dén Kunisaki."
"Kunisaki?"
"U'! i vé& phong canh."

"Thé a, Morisu, cau c6 nhan duwgc bite thw nao ki la khong?"
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"Thu cua Nakamura Seiji chir gi? cach day hai muoi phut t6i cling goi
cho cdu, dinh héi vé viéc nay."

"Vay la cau cling nhan dugc roi."
"U'! Cau dang & dau? Pén chd t6i dugc khong?"

"Chinh vi n6 ma t6i goi dién day. Toi dang ¢ gan nha cau va muon gap
mat da thao ludn. Mu6n nghe dugc cao kién cta cau."

"T6i thi c6 cao kién gi chit?"

"Ba céi dau van hon mdt cai ma. T6i c6 mot ngudi ban, anh ay sé clung
dén, dugc khong?"

"Khoéng van dé gi, c dén di!"

"T6i cho rang day chi la mét tro dua vé duyén, du khong biét doéi
phuwong cé muc dich gi." Morisu nhin hai bitc thw dat trén ban. "Nhung han
viét 'cac nguoi' nén t6i nghi minh khong phai la nguwdi duy nhat nhan dugc
thw."

"The gi cho cau cé vé la ban phoé t6, cuaa t6i la ban goéc."
Kawaminami cam bitc the cia minh 1én. "Hét nhw bitc thw gii dén nha
Higashi, t6i da goi dién héi r6i. ChulNakamura Kojiro cling nhan dwgc birc
thv v@i danh nghia ong Nakamura Seiji gii cho, ngi dung chi hoi khac ti
chuat."

"Nakamura Kojiro?" Morisu cau may. "La em trai 6n gNakamura Seiji
phai khong?"

"Pung! Thu viét rang 'Chiori bi sat hai'. Hom nay t6i da dén nha 6ng
ay & Beppu, r6i quen anh Shimada & do."
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Morisu cti chao khach. Truwéc khi dén day, hai ngudi ho da ngoi uong
rwvou vGi nhau. Khuon mat nhé, sam den ctia Shimada da chuyén sang mau
do tia. Kawanaminami ciing th& gap, hai mat van do.

"Hay giai thich moi th® ti* dau cho t6i nghe di." Morisu dé nghi.
Kawaminami di thang vao van dé, nhanh chong ké lai nhitng viéc xay ra.
Hoi thé cau néng ndac mui regu.

Sau khi lang nghe cau chuyén, Morisu sitng s6t nhin Kawaminami,
"Cau van thé, lic nao ciing hiéu ki. Thé la tit hdm qua dén gio cau khong
ngu a?"

"Khong. Nhung diéu nay rat ki la phai khong? Ai cé thé gui nhitng
btre thw nay, vi muc dich gi? Cau nghi sao?"

Morisu day day thai dwong, mat nham nghién lai, "T6 giadc, de doa,
kéu goi moi nguwdi nhin nhan lai sy kién & Giac Pao. Toi cho rang do la
mot quan diém hay! DPac biét la y d6 muén moi ngudi diéu tra lai cu viéc.
Suy luan any?2 c6 phan gugng gao, nhwng van rat y nghi. Toi cling nghi con
diéu gi do6 can dugc lam sang t6 & day. Anh Shimada..."

Chang r0 ti lic nao, Shimada da twa Iwng vao tuwdng ngua ga ngu gat.
Nghe thay goi tén minh, anh choang dday va ngang mat 1én hét nhw mot chu
meo.

"T6i muon héi y kién anh Shimada... "
"A, vang. Ci¥ néi di."

"Nam ngoai xady ra sy kién Giac Pao, khi do ong . Nakamura Kojiro
dang lam gi?"

"Muon biét chitng c¥ noai pham a?" Mot nu cwdi hién trén khuon mat
ngai ngt cadu Shimada. "Di thang vao van dé, khi vg chong
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Nakamura Seiji va Kazue bi giét thi ai la ngwdi duoc lgi nhat? Puong
nhién la anh Ko!"

"Pung vay. Xin 16i vi néi thang. Nhung ro rang . Kojiro la déi twgng
tinh nghi dau tién."

"Nhwng Morisu than mén cdu t6i oi, canh sat dau c6 ngéc? Hanh tung
ctia anh Ko dwong nhién bi diéu tra. Nhhu7ng tiéc rang anh ay cé day du
chitng ¢ ngoai pham.

"Cu thé 1a gi?"

"Tw t6i 19 thang Chin dén sang hom sau, anh ay va t6i & bén nhau.
Hom dé anh 4y goi dién ra t6i dén uong rwgu, diéu nay kha la thuong
ching t6i uéng & Beppu dén ntra dém va t6i ngu lai nha anh Ko. Sang hém
sau khi canh sat bao tin dit, hai ching t6i van & cung nhau."

"Pung la hoan hao."
Shimada gat dau, "T6i mudn nghe cac y kién khac cia cau Morisu."

"Toi khong co6 phat hién gi md&i mé, nhung sau khi doc tin trén bao, toi
van ban khoan mot diémn"

HLa gi?ﬂ

"T6i khong rd tit dau nhung tritc gidc mach bdo t6i..." Morisu nhan
manh. "...rang tinh tiét ba Kazue mat mot canh tay & hién treong, méi la
then chot caa vu viéc. Néu tim thay canh tay dy that sy that sé sang to."

"Vay ra la canh tay ay."

Morisu va Shimada déu nhin tay minh, tram mac.
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"Morisu c6 biét cac ban trong hdi nghién ciu dang & . Giac Dao
khong?" Kamwminami hai.

"C64." Morisu cuwoi nhat. "Ho cling moi nhung t6i tr choi, vi khong
hitng thu vGi nhitng noi rung rgn nhu vay."

"Bao gio ho vé?"

"MOot tuan, ké tir hom nay."

"Ca mot tudn sao? Dyng léu a?"

"Khong! Ho c6 nguon tai trg, dwgc ¢ Thap Gidc Quan."

"Chu Kojiro ké la chud ban lai cho nguwdi khac ro6i. Nhung co diéu gi
khong 6n & day: ho vira ti hon ddo cia ngudi chét thi cuing mdt lic, 14 thw
ctia ngwoi chét dugce gri dén."

"MOot sy trung hop ki quai."
"Cau nghi la trung hop a?"

"Co6 thé khong." Morisu lai nham mat. "Néu mudn diéu tra thém,
ching ta can xac thue, ngoai Higashi thi nhitng ngwdi khac di tang ba trong
buoi lién hoan ay c6 nhan dugc thu khong."

"Co ly!"
"Cau dinh di tim hiéu that day a?"
"Tan dung ky nghi xuan roi rai, thit lam tham t cling hay."

"Kawaminami Takaaki c6 khac! Nhan thé diéu tra thém vé vu Giac
bao."

"Diéu tra? Cu thé la gi?"
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"Pén nha ngwoi lam Yoshikawa Seiichi chang han."
"Nhung... "

"Conan!" Shimada phu hoa "Pé nghi nay rat hay. Toi da ké vGi cau
nha Yoshikawa Seiichi & gan Ajimu roi phai khong nhi? Co 1€ vg 6ng ta
van con ¢ dé. Vi tirng phuc vu nha 6ng Nakamura Seiji trén Giac Pdo, ba
ay cling la nguwdi duy nhat con song biét mot vai diéu vé doi song riéng tw
cta gia dinh 6ng chu. Pang dé tha lam."

"Anh biét dia chi cu thé khong?"

"Sé khong mat nhiéu thoi gain dé tim dau. "Shimada xao khudn mat
gdy véu vao ctia minh, mim cuwdi hao hitng. "Kawaminami, sang mai cau
xac dinh xem c6 phai moi nguwdi déu nhan duge bire thw khong. Chiéu mai
ching ta sé phong dén Ajimu bang 6 t6 cta t6i dwgc chi?"

"Ok! Morisu cau cung di chu?"

"T6i cling mudn di nhung hién dang ban qua. Phéi hoan thanh nét bitc
tranh day nay." Morisu nhin sang bitc tranh trén gia ve.

"Vé twong Phat & Kunisaki a? To6i nhd ra r6i, cau titng noi rat mé no,
sap tham gia trién 1am tranh a?"

"Khong chi la mudn vé la canh nay trweédc mua hoa néd. Gan day, ngay
nao toi cling dén do."

HOa!ll

"Va chang ching t6i khong thudc dang nang dong nhu cau, con chang
muon tiép chuyén ngwoi la. T6i mai moi ngwdi trd lai day dwoc khong?
Muon ciling ducg. T6i rat muon biét tinh hinh tién trién téi dau." Morisu
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mét mai dwra lung vao giwdng, lai chdm diéu thudc du khong hé thich, "Con
gio, ctt tam dé toi trai nghiém cam gidc cia mot tham tir tai gia da!"
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Chuong 3: Ngay Thir Hai- DPao {1}
Co0 vira chgp mat ro6i lai tinh gidc.

Mai 2 gio sang ho md&i vé phong ngu. Co6 1én givong ngay, nhung van
thao thitc madi. C6 m@ mat nhin cham cham vao béng t6i, thap thém khong
yén. Nhitng chuyén khong vui xdy ra ban ngay van chap chon deo bam,
khong sao xua di dugc.

Ellery, Van, Poe, Agatha, Leroux, Carr, sau nguoi nay co khong he
ghét. Trai lai , c6 twong doi co thién cam véi cac thanh vién cta hoi, tham
chi ca Carr. Thyc ra...co ghét chinh minh khi & béen ho.

Thwong ngay, du gap chuyén buén phién dén dau, hé vé dén nha la co
cam thay dwgc giai téa. Chi can tron trong can phong than thudc, chim vao
thé gidi mOng mo cta riéng minh, c¢d6 c6 thé twdng twong moi diéu co
muon. Ban than ding nghi, ngudi yéu ly twéng va cd nhitng ngudi ton sung
c6. Noi co trd thanh mét nit sinh hap dan.

Nhung...

Pay la lan dau tién co dat chan 1én hon ddo ndy, vao biét quan, & trong
can phong nay. Du dang & mot minh, gio ¢6 van khong khoi cam thay bt
rit, lo au.

Cam thay hoi han. néu sém biét thé nay thi c6 khong nén dén day.

Chuyén di nay cé y nghia dat biét véi co.
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Thap Giac Quan trén Giac Pao...nhitng nguoi kia c6 nhan thitc dugc
khong?

Co biét rat ro, day la nha cua c6 gai da chét do sy so sudt cia chinh ho.

Nakamura Chiori la ngwdi ban duy nhiat ma c6 c6 thé mé rong coi
long. Cung hoc mdt nganh, cung khoa, cung tudi... Lan dau gap mat nhau &
16p hoc, c6 da nhan ra Chiori la tri ki cia minh. Chiori cling c6 cam giac
d6. Hai nguoi rat hgp tinh nhau va thwong xuyén sang phong nhau néi da
thit chuyén trén troi dudi bién.

"Cha t¢ la mot ngudi ki qudc, ong ay song 1tre6n mot hon ddo xa x6i,
tén la Gidc Pdo." Cé lan Chiori ké, va con dan thém, "Té khong mudn
nguoi khac biét chuyén nay."

Chiori da chét, Con mdy nguwdi bon c6 thi dén day, ndi Chiori sinh ra
va cha me c6 ay qua doi.

Pay khong phai 1a mot sy xam pham, minh dang thé hién long thanh
kinh.

Co tiép tuc tw nhu.

Co nghi mot minh minh biét chuyén nay la dua, va khong dinhnéi véi
mady nguodi kia. Co hi vong c6 thé mot minh twdng niém cai chét ctia Chiori,
an ui linh hén Chiori...

Nhung, co co tv cach gi day? Phai chang chi la thoi ty phu ma thoi?
Bong dung dung dung di dén dao nay ma khong phai la coi thwong nguoi
da khuat u?

Nhitng ban khoan ay theo c6 vao gidc ngt chap chon. Con mo noi tiép
con mao, hién thyc va mong twéng dan xen. Canh vat nhu nhitng khoanh
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khac cat ra ti* cuon phim ctia ngay hom qua, khi c6 lan dau dat chan dén
dao.

Do 1a ly do cb vira chgp mat da tinh lai ngay.

Anh sdng m& m& héit qua nhitng nan ctra chdp, cd nhin quanh phong,
ban khoan khéng biét la that hay mo.

San trai tham xanh, giwvong ké bén trai ctra so, bén phai la ban, tu 4o
va tam guong.

Orczy twr tir ngoi day, xudng givong ma cira so.
Khong khi bén ngoai se lanh.

Troi trong va it may, tiéng séng bién dat dao binh yén.
Co0 nhin chiéc dong ho deo tay dat canh goi. Pa 8 gio.
Gio thi chac la troi sang that roi.

Orczy dong ctra sO lai va thay quan &o.

Vay ngan den va 4o choang trang cung chiéc do len dai tay hoa tiét
qua trdam. Nhw moi khi, c6 chi lwét qua gwong. Co6 khong thich nhin doi
dién véi hinh anh cta chinh minh.

Orczy ldy tdi d6 vé sinh ca nhan va buéc ra khéi phong.

C6 vé nht moi ngudi déu chwa day, dai sanh thap gidc lanh ngat nhw
t0, khac han canh twgng huyén nao t6i qua.

Nhung...

Trén chiéc ban thap giac da duwogc thu don sach sé, c6 phat hién ra mot
vat ma hom qua hoan toan khéng cé & dé, né lap lanh, phan chiéu anh sang
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hat xudng tir giéng troi.

Co6 ngac nhién budc tdi bén ban. Ngay khi nhan ra do 1a gi, co6 ha hoc
miéng, déng bang trong khodnh khac.

"...Céi gi day?"
CoO dwa tay vé phia ban, ro6i lap tic rut lai.

Sg tai mdt, quén ca vé sinh ca nhan, c6 chay thang vao phong Agatha.
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Nan nhan thi nhat
Nan nhan thi hai
Nan nhan thit ba
Nan nhan th tw
Nan nhan cudi cung
Tham tw

Hung thu

Bay hang chir do dugc viét lan luwgt trén bay miéng nhya trang duc dai
15 centimet, day 5 centimet.

"Tro dua gi thé nay?"
Ellery ngac nhién chdp mat, r6i mim cuwoi.

Chi c6 hai co6 gai da quan 4o chinh té, con canh con trai sau khi bi
Ellery goi day déu van mac do ngu va khoac tam chiéc 4o roi chay ra.

"Pua hay that day! Ai lam tro nay thé?" Ellery hoi moi nguoi.
"Khong phai chinh anh sao, Ellery?"
"Khong phai roi,Leroux a! Carr hodc Agatha a?"

"Khong phai t6i."
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"T6i dau c6 dinh dang gi dén chuyén nay?" Agatha It mat. "La cau
phai khong Van?"

"T6i cling khong biét gi hét." Van xoa mi mat sung vu, lac dau.
"Agatha phat hén ra a?"

"Khong! Orczy la ngudi nhin thiy trwdce tién. Nhung dau thé 1a Orczy
duwgce."

"Toi c6 biét gi dau!" Orczy quay madt né tranh.
Anh méit mo ngudi d6 don vé nh6an vat con lai. Poe cau may.
"Xin tuyén bo ludn: t6i cling khéng biét ti gi vé chuyén nay!"

"Vay thi la ai?" Ellery nhun vai. "Pua thi cling nén c6 ching muc thoi
chg."

Khong ai noi gi
Moi ngwo nhin nhau, bau khong khi cang thang dén ngat thé.

"Ellery! " Poe lén tiéng. "T6i nghi, lam cai tro khi nay, chi c6 thé la
cau hodc Agatha!"

"Pirng noi btra! To6i da noi roi, khong phai t6i."
"Cling khong phai t6i. Anh ding qua dang 1nhu7 vay!"
Ca dai sanh roi vao im lang.

Im ldng mai dan khién moi nguwoi cam thdy bat an. Nguwdi ng quan sat
vé mdt nglroi kia, hy vong c6 ai d6 bong phi cwoi réi ditng ra "nhan toi".

Tirng gidy tirng phut ngdt ngat tréi qua, chi nghe tiéng séng ri rao
vong vao.
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"T6i xin thé khong phai t6i!" Ellery nghiém tic noi. "Khong ai chiu
nhan that a? To6i héi lai 1an nita. Van?"

"T6i khong biét."
"Agatha?"

"T6i noi roi, khong phai t6i."
"Carr?"

"Hur, toi biét sao duoc!"
"Poe?"

"Khong biét."
"Leroux?"

"anh dua gi thé?"
"Orczy?"

Orczy sg@ hai lac dau.

Khoéng ai no6i gi nita. Tiéng séng bién vong dén tai bdy con nguoi,
cong huwéng véi tam trang bai réi cta ho, bat an cang Iic cang dang cao.

"Pugc!" Ellery lua tay qua mai téc. "Hung tht, néu cé thé goi nhu thé,
chac chan 1a mot trong s6 chiing ta. Khdng mdt ai chiu nhan, chitng té rang
c6 mot hodc vai ngudi ¢ day cé y do kho lwong."

"Y d6 kho ludng gi co?" Agatha héi.
Ellery lanh lung dap, "Lam sao ma t6i biét duwgc? C6 nguwdi dang nung

ndu muu ma chuwde quy gi dé."
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"Ellery, dirng vong vo tam qudc nita." Carr nhéch mép. "C¥ néi trang
ra ludn di: Pay la canh bao giét nguoi!"

"Ptng cam den chay trudc 6 t6, Carr!" Ellery Ién giong, lwom Carr.
"T6i hoi lai 1an nita, khong ai chiu nhan that a?"

Moi nguoi déu nhin nhau va lac dau.

"Pugc!" Ellery gom bdy miéng nhya, ro6i cau ngoi xuéng mot chiéc
ghé. "Moi nguoi cling ngo6i xuong di."

Ellery 14y lai nu cwdi thwong nhat va nhin moi ngudi tr tir ng6i xudng.
"Mudn phién Agatha, cau pha chtt ca phé dwoc khong?"
"Khong van dé gi." Agatha mot minh di vao bép.

Ellery lan lwgt nhin nam nguwdi dang ngoi quanh ban, réi lai nhin may
miéng nhya trang trong tay. Chang ai biét nén néi gi lic nay.

Mot lat sau Agatha buwéc ra véi khay dwng ca phé cho tat ca moi
nguoi. Ellery don 1dy mot trong nitng chiéc cdc hinh thap gidc nong hoi,
nhap mot ngum.

Ellery méc chiéc 4o len luc sam bén ngoai b dé ngu. Cau thoc tay vao
tii 4o, nhin khap lwgt moi nguwoi, "Trén ddo chi c6 bdy nguwoi chung ta,
nghia la chac chan mot trong bay nguwdi da lam viéc nay. Nhung ai ciing néi
minh khong biét gi hét, chiing t6 cé ké dang che gidu diéu gi d6 hodc dat n6
¢ day vi ly do nao ddy. Moi ngudi cling thay roi, day 1a may manh nhua,
dung chat liéu mau dé viét chit kiéu Gothic 1én. Chang diém nao gitp ta
nhan dién dugc hung thu."

"Nhung, Ellery..." Leroux noi. "Chit nghé thuat, khong phai ai cling co
thé viét. Phdi luyén dén mot trinh do nao do thi méi lam dugc."
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"Néu thé thi Orczy dang nghi nhat r6i?"
"Ellery, toi khong c6 y do..."

"Trong chuing ta, ngwoi da tirng hoc vé va giéi viét chir nghé thuat nhat
la Orczy. Orczy, cau cé phan doi khong?"

"Khong dung. Khong phai toi..."
"RAt ti€c, cau trad 10i nay khong du thuyét phuc dé lam 16i phan doi."

Orczy ap hai tay vao doi ma dang trng dé roi nguwdc mat lén, "Hién
nay, anh c6 thé mua sach & bat ci¢ dau, cat may ki tw ra, dung lam khuon réi
t0 mau vao."

"No6i phdi lam! Chi can hoi biét vé la dugc. T6i, Poe va Van ciling c6
thé lam dwgc." Ellery, van mim cwoi, uéng can coc ca phé.

"Thé con nhitng ban khac nay thi sao?" Leroux v@i tay, cam mot
miéng nhya l1én. "Céc canh van hoi rap."

"Khong phdi cac manh san cd, ma dung cwa hodc dung cu gi do xén
thanh."

"Cé phai titng 1a miéng 16t hay gi d6 khong?"

"Leroux, hdan hung tha da luwgn qua gian hang tw ché & siéu thi dia
phwong. Ho cé du loai nhyra tdm cac mau."

Ellery cam ldy miéng nhuya tir tay Leroux, xép lai cung nhitng miéng
khac nhu dang choi cac 1a bai bang mét tay.

"Cit tam cat di da."

N6i r6i cau di vao bép, sdu ngudi con lai déu nhin theo.
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Ctra bép md& nén nhitng nguwdi con lai cé thé thay cau ding trude tu
bép, m& mot trong cac ngan kéo roi dat cac miéng nhwra vao. Sau do cau lai
quay ra, vuon vai, budc di ung dung nhuw chu meo Xiem.

"Thé day, trong chung ta that la..." Cau dang hai tay, cti nhin quan ao
dang mac. "Pang nao thi cling day r6i, ching ta vao danh rang rita mat va
thay quan ao di vay."

RoOi Ellery di vao phong minh. Bau khong khi cang thang & dai sanh
cling dan tan ra.

Sau nguwoi déu thd dai, luc duc ditng day. Bon nam sinh trd lai phong
minh. Orczy va Agatha van hoang mang bét an, cd hai cung di vao phong
Agatha. Trudc lic tré vé phong, khong ao thiét nhin vé phia ngan kéo dung
bdy miéng nhuya ay.

Hom 4y la ngay thit Nam, ngay 27 thang Ba.

Ho bat dau ngay thi hai trén dao.
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Sau budi trua.
Luc an trwa, khong ai nhac lai sy viéc xdy ra ban sang.

DPiém chang lanh"dw bao giét ngudi" khién moi nguwdi chang con tam
trang nao ma dua cgt hay thi tham vé n6. Nhung cling that mong lung néu
muon ban luan thém mot cach hiém tic. Ai cling nghi dén ngan kéo trong
bép nhung déu gia vo la da quén, va 1én quan sat vé mat ctia ngudi khac.
Moi nguoi déu hanh x* nhuw chang ké c6é chuyén gi xdy ra.

An xong mén banh sandwich do Agatha va Orczy lam, titng ngudi lan
lwot roi ban.

Carr ding day trudc tién, cau so chiéc cam dai da cao rdu nhan nhui
cua minh, cam theo hai cudn sach va buwéc ra ctra chinh. Sau d6 Poe va Van
dong loat dirng lén, budc vao phong cta Poe.

"Nao, ta ti€p tuc chaoi ghép hinh." Poe thd ra bang chat giong tram sau,
ngoi xuéng san.

Bay gian phong ngu ctia Thap Giac Quan dwgc bo tri y hét nhau.

Phong ctia Poe trai tham xanh, chinh gitra san nha bay bitrc tranh ghép
hinh con gian dé.

"Hai nghin manh co a, trong vai ngay tGi liéu c6 xong khong?"

Van can than buéc qua ddm manh ghép, di dén ng6i bén givong.
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Mot nu cuwdi hién 1én sau dam rau ria xom xoam cta Poe. "T0i sé ghép
xong. Cau ct cho roi sé thay."

"Anh con dinh di cau c4, dinh viét bai nita kia ma?"

"Van con khoi thoi gian. Nhung dau tién, t6i phai tim cho ra nhitng
manh ghép cai mii cta chu nhoc nay da!"

Vién ngoai cia bitc tranh da an ban hinh thanh, to gan bang cai chiéu,
bén canh la nap hop in bitc tranh mau. Poe vira nhin mau vira luén tay lat
gig dong manh ghép 16n xon.

bday la anh sau xon cao dang no6 gion trén thao nguyén, nam con cao
con xinh xan dang vay quanh cdo me. Lic nay Poe can tim manh ghép
chiéc miii caa mot cha céo con.

"Sao thé, Van?" Poe lo lang hoi, cau nhin Van dang ng6i cui dau, tay
dat 1én dau goi, vé ué oai. "Cau van mét a?"

"U, hai hoi..."

"Trong tui t6i c6 nhiét k€, cau thit kiém tra than nhiét xem sao, nam
xuong di!"

"Cam on."

Van nga than hinh gay ho xuéng giwong, cap nhiét ké dudi canh tay.
Cau vira vuot mai toc nau mém mai, vira nhin Poe.

"Nay, anh nghi sao?"

"Gi cg? A... tim thay r6i. Manh nay!"Poe cam manh ghép lén. "Hay
qual... Van, cau vira noi gi nhi?"

"Vé chuyén sang nay, anh thay "
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Poe dirng tay, ng6i thang day, "Chuyén do a?"
"6 thuce sy la mot tro dua phai khong?"

"Toi nghi vay."

" tai sao khong ai nhan ca?"

"C6 1é van con tinh tiét thd vi hon."

"Van con sao?"

"Co6 thé la tro van chwa két thic." Nhitng ngén tay Poe bién mét sau
dam rau ria khi cau xoa cam. " Chi 1a mot y twdng xuat hién trong dau thoi.
Vi duy, t6i nay ca phé cta ai dé bi tha mot thia mudi vao, dé chinh la 'nan
nhan thi¢ nhat."

"Ha ha ha..."

"Va, 'hung thd' cua ching ta sé rat 1khoail tra ty dac tiép tuc 'pham
toi', vénh vang thyc hién 'tro choi sat nhan'

"Co ly! 'tro choi sat nhan.™

"Giai thich nhuw thé c6 1€ rat v@ van, nhung con ai dé chiu hon la c
nom nép lo sg vé cai dy bao giét nguoi ay!"

"Pung thé! Bay dau giong nhuw viét tiéu thuyét c6 thé dé dang bia ra an
mang. Chac chan la thé! Poe, anh nghi ai ditng sau tro nay?"

"T6i cho rang, ngudi cé kha nang nghi ra tro nay la Ellery. Nhung cau
ta thich hgp dé lam 'tham t&' hon."

"A, t6i nhé ra roi, hom qua Ellery néi mdt cau 'C6 ai muén thach thic
Ellery Queen khong', va thé 1a nguwdi gidu mat nay ding ra tng chién day."
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"Ciing khong biét nita. Luc dé toi, cau, va Leroux déu c6é mat, néu
ding nhw cau noi thi mot ngwdi trong sé chung 1ta la hung thia. Nhwng may
miéng nhyra chac phai dugc chuan bi san tr treede day co."

"Thé thi...ngoai Ellery ra, c6 thé la Leruox va Agatha..."

"Nhung ciling c6 thé chinh la Ellery, dang mo tip tham ti bién thanh
hung thu ay."

"Anh phan tich nhu thé... Thdo nao sang nay Ellery rat dang hoang
nam quyeén cha tri."

"Kia, Van, cdp nhiét do?"

"A, t6i quén mat." Poe nhin Van. "Mdi cau khé ldm. C6 nhitc dau
khong?"

"Hoi nhie dau."”

"Hom nay cadu nén chiu kho nghi ngoi di. C6 mang theo thudc
khong?"

"Hoi nhite dau."”

"Hom nay cdu nén chiu khé nghi ngoi di. C6 mang theo thudc
khong?"

"T0i c6 mang vai vien phong ngwra cam lanh."
"Thé thi duwgc! Toi nay cau nén di ngti sém, kéo nhd 6m nang thi gay."

"Tuan 1énh bac si!" Van no6i giong khan khan, r6i nam xudng givong,
van vo nhin lén tran nha.
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Don dep bét dia, Agatha va Orczy pha hai c6c hong tra, ngoi nghi ngoi
gitta sanh.

"Van con tan sau ngay nita. Com nuwdc cho bay nguai thye khong de."
Agatha nga minh ra lung tya ghé. "Chan that, Orczy nhin tay chi ma xem,
nuwec rira bat an mon ca da tay..."

"Em c6 dem theo kem dudng da day."
"Chi cling dem theo. Luc nao cling phai massage tay vdi kem."
"Pep nhu ban tay cong chua!"

Agatha mim cuwdi, thdo chiéc khan budc téc. Orczy ciling mim cuoi
dap lai, gitt chiéc coc thap giac bang doi ban tay nho xiu va nhap mot
ngum.

"Nay, Orczy.." Agatha nhin gian bép,chuyén dé tai. "May miéng nhiya
do, 1a thé nao nhi?"

Orczy rung minh, lang lé lac dau.

"Lic sang nay s¢ that day, nhwng réi nghi ki thi thay rang do chi la
mot tro dua. Bung khong?"

"Em chiu, khong rd nita." Anh mét Orczy day vé bt an. "Ai ciing bao
la khong biét. Néu dua gi ma phai giau chi@?"

"Chinh thé! Orczy."
"Sao co....”"

"Ai cling nghiém trong hoa van dé, khién cho hung tha phat hoang va
khong chju thwta nhan. Bung chwa?"
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"Em khong biét nita."

"Em nght ai la tha pham?"

"C6 Ié l1a Ellery, nhung cau ta dau c6 phdi loai c6 thé hoang hot vi bat
ctt diéu gi...thé thi...rat co6 thé la anh chang Leroux!"

"Lerouz?"

"Em biét ta ma, dau 6c lic nao cling trinh tham nay no. Co thé cau ta
nghi that hai hwéc khi doa dwoc tat ca moi nguwoi vai tro dua do."

Orczy ngoanh mat di, khong cé y kién gi. C6 thu minh vao trong chiéc
ghé, thi tham nhw néi vdi chinh minh.

"Em thay sg."

Pday ding la cdm nghi cia Orczy. Noi gi 2thi2 no6i, khong thé don
thuan coi may miéng nhya do la tro dua, trai lai, c6 nhan ra mot y dé doc ac
dang sau.

"Pang 1€ ching ta khong nén dén hon dao nay."

"Pung bi quan thé!" Agatha nhoén miéng cwoi. "Udng tra di! Roi
cung ra ngoai hit thd khi trong lanh. Cai dai sanh nay gitta ban ngay van ci
am u, mudi birc twong vay quanh lai cang quai di, ludn khién ngudi ta phai
nghi nggi, dung khong?"

Ngoai vinh, Ellery ngoi trén cay cau lat van cham chd nhin mat bién
xanh tham. Leroux ditng bén canh.

"Ellery, thye tinh t6i van thdy cau chuyén that ki quac!"
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"Sao cg?"

"Anh thira biét r6i con gi? May miéng nhya sang nay ay."
nA.u

"Lé nao anh khong phai thu pham?"

"Pirng dua chi!"

Ngay tir dau, Ellery da khong tap trung, cau chang buén ngoanh lai du
Leroux noi gi.

"Hai nhan ,'thdm t&' va 'hung tht' cling da duco chuan bi san, chinh la
phong cach cua anh!"

"Coc lién quan gi dén to6i."
"Sao gay gat thé? Toi chi tuy hitng noi thé thoi."

Leroux nhun vai tron lan, ng6i xom xudng, "Suy cho cung chi la tro
dua, anh dong y khong?"

"Khong!" Ellery dut khoat noi, thoc tay vao tui ao khoac. "Toi duong
nhién rat mong do chi la tro dua. Nhung khong."

"Tai sao khong phai?"
"Khong ai chiu nhan ca."
"Pung vay."

"Va that qua ki cong cho mét tro dua." Ellery ngodnh sang nhin thang
vao mat Leroux. "Néu chi dung but thuwong dé viét cho xong thi cé vé chap
nhan dugc, nhung ngwdi dy da chuan bi bay miéng nhya y hét nhau, lai tr6
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khuon chit kiéu Gothic r6i méi t6 mau nau vao. Néu la t6i, chi nhin nham
muc dich ht doa moi ngudi thi t6i sé khong ton cong nhu vay."

Leroux , g& cdp kinh xuéng, lau mét kinh mot cach thuan thuc. "Y anh
la...c6 thé xay ra 4n mang that?"

"T6i cho rang c6 kha nang day."

"Nhung..tai sao anh lai néi binh tinh qua thé. An mang titc 12 c6 ngudi
chét va khong chi m6t nguwoi. Gid st may dong chit kia la dw bao giét
nguoi, sé c6 nam nguwoi bi hai. That khé ma tin dugc!™

"Nghe rat buon cudi phai khong?"

"Qua that buén cwoi. Pau phai tiéu thuyét hay phim danh? Anh cho
rang mdy miéng nhya giit vai troe nhw nhitng biic twong yém buia An Do a?
Néu hung thu giét luon ca tham t& sau do ty sat, thi sé giong hét mé tiéu
thuyét Muoi ngudi da den nho."

"Chinh thé day!"
"Nhung, vi sao ching ta lai bi giét méi dugc co chit?"
"Sao lai hoi toi?"

Ca hai tram madc nhin tirng 16p soéng bién x6 vao b da. Khac véi hdm
qua, tiéng séng am ao, dit doi hon. Lan nwdc cling nhw sam lai.

Cudi cung, Ellery ditng day.

"Leroux, t6i vé tredc day. Cho nay lanh qua.”
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Tiéng song bién gam gao trong dém t6i. Hét nhu tiéng ngdy ctia mot
ga khong 10, khién nhitng con nguwdi dang thap thom lo au lai cang thém
kinh hai.

Dung xong bita t0i, cd bon ng6i trong dai sanh am u, dwdi anh den leo

1ét ctia Thap Giac Quan.

"Chuing khién t6i phat 6m 1én duwgc." Agatha vira bung ca phé ra vira
néi. "Nhitng bitc twdng nay, nhin thoi da khién téi dau hét ca mat."

Mudi bite twdng tring 10 mo tao thanh cic géc 144 do. Anh sang hit
1én khién ching doi khi tré nén cong hon, déi khi lai sac canh hon. Déi lap
vOi su méo mo ay, chiéc ban thap giac luén gitr khuén mau citng nhac cta
no.

"U, ding day! Ching khién tdi hoa mét chéng mat." Van dui déi mét
doé ngau.

"Cau ngu sém di Van, trong cau mét moéi lam!" Poe nhac nhd.

"Chuwa khoi co a? Agatha dat tay 1én tran Van. "Van chuva dang sot day
nay. Van, cau vé phong nghi di!"

"T6i 6n ma. mGi 7 gio t6i."

"Khong 6n dau! Pay la ddo hoang, khong c6 bac si chuyén mén dau.
Néu cdu 6m ndng thém thi gay to day!"

~
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"Pa udng thudc chwa?"

"T6i sé udng trude khi di nga. N6 nhw thuéc mé vay."
"Ubng ngay di va lén givong ngu luon! Can than van ho7n."
"Pugc roi."

Van ctt nhu da tré bi me tradch mang, ngoan ngoan ti ti¢t ditng day.
Agatha bung cho ciu binh nwéc va céi coc.

"Vay...chliic moi ngwdi ng ngon." Van buéc vé phong.
Pring lic ay...

"Cau tinh lam gi vay? Nau minh trong can phong nhé t6i mu tr bay
gio co a?" Giong Carr day ac y.

Tay Van khyng lai noi nim ctra. Cau ngoanh lai, "T6i dang dinh di
ngu, Carr."

"O, vay a. Toi cdm gidc xau & trong d6 mai miét mai dao."
"Anh coy gi?"

"Toi6c ho rang cai tro hé sang nay la do cau bay ra! Carr cuwdi khay,
dap lai cau hoi day tirc gian cua Van.

"Van mdc ké anh ta! Vao ngu di!" Ellery nhoi.

"Nay, Ellery..." Carr ti€p tuc bang giong ngot ngao. "Trong tinh hinh
nay, cau khong nghi Van la ké dang nghi nhat sao?"

"Thé u?"
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"Nghi ma xem, mot nhém ngudi tu tap tai mot noi, roi lan lwgt bi giét
hai thi hung thu da phan la cht nha hodc ngwdi cha tri t6 chire."”

"Chi la tinh tiét hw cu trong truyén trinh tham théi ma."

"Va may miéng nhya ay chinh la dao cu cho cau chuyén trinh tham
nay. Van la ngudi ditng sau tdt cad. Van chinh la tha pham. Diéu twong tw
van xay ra trong tiéu thuyét ma, ding khong? " Carr hat cam 1én. "Chua nha
dang mén cda ching ta, cau con gi dé néi khong?"

"Pirng dua wual trén nhu thé!,Van van cam binh nuwéc va chiéc coc
trén tay, giam chan lén san, gay gat phan bac. "Anh nghe cho ro day:t6i
khong mdi moi ngwoi, téi chi néi rang 6ng bac téi ndi mua lai hon dao nay.
Con nguoi té chitc chuyén di la tdng bién tap nhiém ki sao: Leroux!"

"Pung thé! Leroux da ké lai véi téi. Va t6i chinh la ngwoi ndy ra y
twdng cho chuyén tham quan." Ellery gian dit n6i. "Néu nghi ngd Van, thi
ca t6i va Leroux cling déu dang nghi. Bang khong, logic cia anh dang c6
van de day."

"Toi rat ghét may ga 'tham t tai ba', nan nhan chét r6i mé tdi tudn ra
hang trang ly luan."

Ellery nhun vai khinh khinh, "Con cai thit mo tip chu nha la hung thu
cta anh thi qua v sdo mon, chang thé gitp gi trong viéc tim ra 'tham t tai
ba' dau. Néu la tha pham t6i sé 1gi dung chinh 16i md&i g@i tdi tat cd moi
nguoi."

"Toan noi nhan noi cudi!" Poe manh tay dui tat diéu thuéc dan ghut
dd, tirc gian hét 1én. "Tham t, hung thu cai céc gi? Cac cau dang ld lan
nhao tron thuc t€ va tiéu thuyét day a? Van, cau vao di ngu di, dirng chap
may ga dm dau nay."
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"Am dau?" Carr guwom guom nhin Poe, giam chan buc doc. "Cau bao
ai am dau?"

"Ct& thtt phan tich vai diéu don gian la thidy ro." Poe lai cham diéu
thu6c khac, cau ban nhin lai Carr. "Thit nhat, cudc tranh luan nay that c6
nghia. Pay dau phai la lan dau ching ta tu tdp v6i nhau. Tat nhién, theo
nhu Carr néi, Van cé thé la hung tht thd moéi du ching ta can cau, Ellery
hodc Leroux ciing c6 kha nang la hung thu, ca hai ha dong 1én ké hoach
chuyén di nay. Ngay ca Carr cling vay: cau lgi dung co hdi nay dé thyc hién
am muu. Néu ct thé ma twdng twgng thi c6 thé cé vo sd kha nang. Ping
chua?"

"Poe néi ding do!" Agatha tan thanh. "Lap luan nay chang di dén
dau."

"Con mot diéu nita." Poe ti t* nha khoi thudc. "Cac cau doan la dv
bao giét nguwdi, nhung sao khong nghi dén kha nang chi la mét tro dua v@
van! Mot ngudi mé trinh tham tu tap trén hon ddo dam mau nay, sao khong
thé 1i gidi day la mot budc cua tro choi lién hoan?" R6i Poe gidi thich lai
gai thiét cau ké vGi Van ban chiéu.

"Chinh la thé day, tién boi Poe a, chinh thé!" Leroux vo tay tan
thuong.

"Trong ca phé c6 mudbi." Ellery dan hai ban tay sau gdy va nga minh ra
twa lwng ghé."Néu chuyén nay thuc sy két thiic véi mot nhiim mudi, t6i xin
ngd mi bai phuc trudce tinh hai huée caa hung thu."

"Miurng la cac cdu con gilt dugc sy lac quan." Carr sung sia, tifc toi
ding lén di vé phong. Van khan khan noi "Chuc nga ngon" r6i cling buéc
vao phong.

"Chi rdt mong dén lic van tdm man bi mat xem ai la hung thua."
Agatha mim cudi vai Orczy.
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"V...ang!" Orczy cui dau, néi nho.

Ellery lay bd bai xanh in hinh xe dap ttr tdi 4o ra, xoe 1én ban."BPuoc
16i, sé sé trd thanh 'nan nhan thi nhat' day? Tro choi bat dau tré nén tha vi
roi day!"

Chi don gian la dé lang tranh noi sg hai, moi nguwdi déu chap nhan gia
thuyét cua Poe. Sy bat an bao trum ttr sang dot nhién bién mat.

Nhung...

Co6 mot ké trén dao biét rang, nhitng diéu viét trén cac tdm thé nhuya
hoan toan mang nghia den.
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Chwong 4: Ngay Thir Hai - Dat Lién{1}
Chiéc xe hoi lao trén quoc 16 s6 10, vé hwdng Tay.

Kawaminami Takaaki thinh thodng lai liéc nhin Shimada Kyoshi dang
cam vo lang, khong hiéu sao, 1an nao cau cling phi cwdi. Shimada - con trai
thit ba cia mot hoa thwgng tru tri, 1ai chiéc Mazda Familia mau dé. Trai véi
do len do va quan jean hém qua, anh dang mac au phuc mau ghi, deo cap
kinh ram rat thoi thuwgng. Nhitng phu kién chang an nhap gi v6i nhau dugc
két hgp mot cach ki la, nhwng rat hai hoa véi phong cach ctia Shimada.

Theo nhw Shimada tim hiéu, v& ctia Yashikawa Seiichi ngudi lame
vuon mat tich tén la Masako, hién dang song ¢ Ajimu. Sang nay anh da tra
1o dia chi va hen chiéu gap.

Chiéc xe roi Beppu, di vé huwéng nhitng ngon ndi va vuegt qua khu vie
subi nwdc nong Myoban.

Nhitng tip 1éu rom thap thodng hai bén dwong. Hoi nudc trang duc
uon lwon khap vung. Loai khodng chat vdi cai tén my miéu "tinh hoa cua
nuwdc noéng " van dung dé tam goi dugc khai thac tir day.

Cubi cung, xe cling chay dén con doéc dan xudng thanh pho Usa.
"Conan, tinh hinh cau diéu tra dén dau r6i?" Shimada hoi.

"A, xin 16i t6i chwa kip thong bdo véi anh.". Kawaminami dang tua
vao ctta kinh xe ngam canh, ling ting gai dau, r6i ngbi thang 1én. "C6 mot
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sO nguwoi toi khong kién lac dugc nhwng c6 thé nhan dinh rang, nhitng ai di
tang ba hom ay déu nhan dwgc bitc thu twong ty."

"Pugc réi. Vay trong so ho, c6 may nguoi di Giac Bao?"

"Mot s6 song mot minh nén chwa xac dinh duge. Nhung ngoai hai
nguoi bo vé gitra chirng la Morisu va t6i, thi gan nhuw tat ca déu di."

"Phdi c6 diéu gi day rat sau xa ¢ day!"

"T6i clingccéd cam gidc nhw thé. Nhung néu la Morisu cau ta sé noi:
can suy nghi than trong, sw that rat c6 thé sé la ngwoc lai."

"Nguoc lai?"

"Phai! B&i kho ma trung hgp dén vay. Nhitng nguwoi di tang ba déu di
Giac Dao. Du gi thi trede day ho van thuwong xuyén tu tap, thé nén ho cung
di tang ba va cung tdi dao. Thanh ra viéc hg nhan dvugc thue va di du lich
chdng lién quan gi dén nhau."

"Lap luan rat tinh té day!"

"Morisu thwong lam viéc rat than trong, cé chinh kién va ludn can
nhac ki moi kha nang."

"Nhung t6i qua cau ay lai vui vé gilt vai tro tham t."

"Pung thé! Diéu d6 chitng té du bi bat ngo bai 1a thw, cau ta van la
mot tay thong minbh, tai tri..."

Khi Kawaminami Takaaki van con tham gia hoi nghién citu, cau va
Morisu Kyoichi la mot cap rat an y.

Kawaminami hiéu ki, ham h& day sic song, hé thdy hitng thu véi
chuyén gi thi di sau tim hiéu ngay. Nhung chinh cau ciing biét, hiéu ki qua
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mitc thwong dan dén bé tac trong tw duy, khong thé suy nghi toan dién, va
hitng thu dé dén ciling dé di, nhiét tinh chéng ngudi lanh.

Con Murisu, xét tt* mot goc do nao do, cau nhiét tinh nhwng thwong it
thé hién ra bén ngoai, dau 6c luon lat di lat lai van de, khi c6 dwoc 10i giai
thich théa dang thi méi bat tay vao hanh dong. Chinh vi thé, véi
Kawaminami, Morisu khéng chi la ban ma con la ngudi nhac nhé can ngan
cau chg hap tdp non néng.

"Con gio, ctr tam dé toi trdi nghiém cam gidc cia mot tham t tai gia
da..."

D6 1a vai tro hoan hdo cho Morisu, Kawaminami tham nghi. Cau

khong phai ké khiém ton gia tao, nhwng cau biét minh hgp vdi Waston hon.
Con Morisu chinh la Holmes.

Nghi dén day, kawaminami lai quay sang nhin Shimada.

Nhung han tay nay sé khong chiu sam vai Waston hodc si quan canh
sat Lestrade roi.

Chiéc xe di t6i vung dong bang véi tam nhin thoang dang. Nhitng
trién doc pht mwét xanh trai dai ngit tam mat.

"Bén trai la ngon Tsurumi thi phai?"

"Pung vay! Gan day da trd nén nobi tiéng danh cho may tay choi tau
lwon."

"Con bao xa ntta thi téi noi nhi?"

"Di hét con duwong doc nay la dén thanh phd Usa, bang qua mot déc
nuiq nita thi dén cao nguyén Ajimu. Bay gio la 1 gio rudi, tredc 3 gio ta sé
t6i noi."
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Kawaminami khoanh tay trwéc nguc, ngéi thang lueng, ha miéng ngap
mot cai ro dai.

"Kawaminami, cau thdm mét chwa?"

"T6i cam tinh con cti méo, nén khé ma day sém dugc!"
"Cau tranh thu ngu di, dén noi, toi sé goi."

"Phién anh...vay thi..."

Kawaminami nga lung ghé ra sau va Shimada nhan ga tang toc.
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Rat khac v6i hinh dung ctia Kawaminami Takaaki, Yashikawa Masiko
xudt hién vGi bd komon kimono(1) cham hoa rat hai hoa, ctt chi doan trang,
hién diju. Cau von twdng Masako sé rat kho tiép can vi c6 nguwdi chong ndy
sinh tinh cdm v&i cht nhan ma séat hai b6n mang nguoi.

Chi cung lam chi gan bon muoi tudi, nhung khuén mdt nom gia nua
va mét moi, han la vi buén ba, nghi nggi qua nhiéu.

"T6i la Shimada sang nay goi dién cho chi, xin 16i, da lam phién chi."
Shimada néi. V@ nguoi lam vuon cui chao lai anh.

"Anh la ban ctia 6ng Nakamura Kojiro phai khong a. Anh da phai lan
10i tr xa dén day, that vat va..."

"Chi c6 quen biét anh Ko?"

"Vang. To6i ng 6ng ay nhiéu an tinh lam. Chac anh cling da biét, hoi
chwa két hon, t6i c6 lam viéc trén Giac Pao, bay gio 6ng chu mdi chuyén
toi do. Chinh ong Nakamura Kojiro gidi thiéu toi."

" Thi ra la thé. Vay la vo chong chi quen nhau trén dao sao?"

"Vang! Khi d6 chong toi ciing dang lam viéc trong Lam Oc."

"Chac day la qué anh Yoshikawa chong chi?"

"Vang. Cudi nhau rdi, chiing tdi séng & thanh phé O. It 1au sau, b6 me
chong t6i yéu nén ching t6i chuyén vé day dé cham so6c hai cuy."
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"Anh chi phai dén tan dao ay lam viéc thi that xa x6i vat va nhi?"

"Chuyén veé day roi, nha t6i xin thoi cac viéc khac, chi chuyén phuc vu
hai noi 1a Lam Oc va nha éng Nakamura Kojiro & Beppu."

"Anh ay cfing lam cho Ko sao?"
"Vang."

"HOm nay t6i dén day vi mot bitc thw ma cdu Kawaminami ban t6i
nhan dugc." Shimada Kyoshi dwa bic thu ra.

"Day 1a..."

"C6 nguoi mao danh 6ng Nakamura Seiji qua c6 dé viét the nay. Anh
Ko cling nhan duvgc buc thue tvong tw."

"That kinh khung qua!"

"Chuing t6i doan rang c6 lién quan dén sy kién trén Giac Pao. Liéu chi
c6 thé cho toi biét doi diéu gi do khong?"

Masako lung tiing, nhwng cudi cting chi nhin thang vao hai nguoi

"Moi vao trong. Va cac anh cé thé thap cho nha t6i vai nén nhang
duwogc cha?..."

Shimada va Kawaminami dugc dan vao phong tatami don so.

Masako ngoi ngay ngan déi dién ho. Sau lung chi 1a canh ctra kéo
dang md, c6 thé nhin thdy gian trong dat mot ban thd vdi chiéc bai vi con
mdi, |6 mo trong béng t6i.

Masako vira lau nwéc mat, vira ndi, " Cac anh biét day, rot cudc van
khong thay tung tich nay t6i. Thang trudc, téi da thyc sy nan long, bén bi
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mat t6 chitc 1é cho anh ay."
"Khong c6 kha nang anh ay van con song hay sao?"
"Néu con song thi anh dy phdi lién lac véi t6i chi."
"Nhung..."

"T6i mong cac anh hiéu rang, nha toi tuyét doi khong lam cai chuyén
tan tan lwong tdm nhw vay. Bén ngoai c6 rat nhiéu 1oi don dai nhung toi
hoan toan khong tin. Nhitng ai hiéu ré chong to6i cling déu khong tin."
Masako noéi ranh mach, rat tw tin.

Shimada chan thanh git dau,"Nghe néi ba ngay truéc khi Lam Oc xay
ra hoa hoan, anh 4y c6 1én Giac Pao. Chinh xac la ngay nao vay?"

"Sang s6m ngay 17 thang Chin, nha t6i xuat phat tr day."

"Trong ba ngay tir 17 dén 20 la ngay xdy ra hoa hoan, anh ay c6 lién
lac vGi chi khong?"

"Chiéu 17 c6 lién lac mot 1an."

"Goi dién thoai a?"

"Vang. N6i rang anh dy da dén Giac Pao an toan."

"Bdy gio chi c6 cam thay diéu gi bat thwong khong?".
"Khong. Nhung anh dy cé néi véi téi rang ba chu bi 6m."
"Ba Kazue?"

"Pung. Nhung nha t6i khong nhin thay ba dy. Chi nghe 6ng Nakamura
Seiji n6i rang ba vg 6m nam trong nha."
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"Thé a..." Shimada gai gai séng miii. "T6i xin mao mudi hoi cau nay:
vé mot vai tin don quanh tinh cdm giau74 chong chi va ba Kazue..."

"Hai chung t6i déu rat kinh trong ba Kazue." Sac mat Masako nhgt
nhat. "T6i vira néi r6i, nha toi tuyét déi khong lam céi chuyén tan ac nhw
nguoi ta don dai, c6 ham mudn xau xa...gi d6. That qua dang! Va..."

"Gl nra?"

"No6i rang nay t6i nhom ngo tai san cua 6ng Nakamura Seiji thi cang la
chuyén khéi hai! Ong dy ching con gi."

"Chang con gi? Nghia la khong con ctia cai gi c6 thé trom cap sao?"
"Toi khong nén n6i maGi phai."”

"Khong, chi dirng ngai. To6i hiéu tam trang cta chi." P6i mat sau tham
ctia Shimada sang lén. Anh 1am bam, "Nakamura Seiji khong con tai san."
R6i nhuw nhé ra diéu gi, anh ndi, "Nghe ndéi 6ng ay va em trai khong dwoc
hoa thuan. Vé diém nay, chi thay sao?"

"C{ing hoi khé néi." Masakko do dv. "Ong Nakamura Seiji tinh cach
hoi ki quai..."

"Anh Ko c6 bao gio dén Giac Bao khong?"

"Thoi téi con lam & Giac Pdo, 6ng dy rat hay ra choi. Nhung vé sau
thi khong dén nira."

"Thoi chi con lam viéc...thi ra thé."

Kawaminami Takaako ndy gio van im lang, dot ngot 1én tiéng, "Chac
chi c6 biét chuyén vé c6 Nakamura Chiori? T6i va co dy cung hoc dai
hoc...cho nén toi nhan dwgc birc thv vira nay..."
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"CO6 Nakamura Chiori? Masako nhin xudng chiéc chiéu cii ki sam
mau. "DPén gio t6i van nhd nhw in khuén mat c6 héi nho. Sau khi t6i roi
Giac DPao, nha t6i thinh thoang van nhac dén... S6 phan that thé tham, tuoi
thi con tré nhw thé..."

"Chiori ¢ trén dao khi nao vay? Shimada hoi.

"T6i nghi 1a dén tudi di nha tré. Sau d6 c6 dugc duwa vé nha 6ng ngoai.
Nha to6i ndi rat hiém khi c6 cha tré lai ddo, ma thwong la ba Kazue dén
thanh pho O tham con gai. Ba rit yéu quy Chiori."

"Ong Nakamura Seiji thi sao?" Shimada rwén thing nguwoi. "La cha,
ong ay..."

"Diéu nay..." Masako nhan nhé. "T6i nghi 6ng Seiji khong thyc sy
mén tré nho lam."

(1) Komon kimono: Loai kimono mdc trong nhitng dip binh thuwong,
dwgc trang tri bang cac hoa tiét nho, nhe nhang.

https://thuviensach.vn



THAP GIAC QUAN

Yukito Ayatsuji
www.dtv-ebook.com

Hai ngudi trao doi véi Masako gan hai tiéng dong ho méi ra vé. Ho
roi nha Yoshikawan & Aijmu lic hon 5 gid chiéu, an com doc dwong roi
tiép tuc hanh trinh, dén Beppu thi ciing da qua 9 gio toi.

Lai xe duwong trweong sudt, Shimada Kiyoshi rat mét méi, nhitng lic di
lwét qua cac xe chay nguwgc chiéu, Kawaminami Takaaki nghe thdy tiéng
anh chép miéng, vé buc doc.

"Ta dén nha anh Ko, dwgc chit?" Shimada chgt hoi.

"Pugc." Kawaminami dap, nhung thuc long twr luc roi Ajimu, cau
chang con tam tri nao nita. Nguyén nhan cha yéu la thiéu ngta va mét maéi.
Thém vao do, cau ciling v6 cung thit vong, chan chwong.

Ham ha di ti xa dén noi, rot cudc lai chang thu hoach dugc gi. Cau
khong trong cho tim dwge dap an ré rang ngay, nhung van tham hy vong sé
lwgm lat duwgce vai tin titc c6 gia tri, thé ma...

Gia nhu...
Cau ghét chinh minh khi hy vong thé nay.

Minh sé duwgc théa man néu Yashikawa Masako cling nhan duwgc mot
btrc thw cia Nakamura Seiji.

Cau hiéu ro tinh cach that thwong ctia minh, nhw dita tré chwa 16n
khon thwong mong c6 d6 choi mdi, cau ciling luon theo duoi nhitng diéu
kich thich la thwong. Nhung hé niém hing khdi bn dau qua di thi cau lai
nhanh chéng chan nan va tw bo...
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Chang may choc, xe da chay dén tredc ctira nha 6ng Nakamara Kojiro
0 Kannawa.

Troi da vé khuya. Bau troi pht day nhitng 1an may méng. Anh tring
nhgt nhat nhw thé sinh ra tir bong toi.

Shimada an chudng ctta. Nghe thdy chuong reo phia trong nhung
khong ai 1én tiéng.

"La nhi? Van c6 dén sang..." Shimada hing hang ho, an chudng va gé
ctra thém vai lan.

"Pa ngu r6i hay sao?"

Shimada dinh di vong ra mé sau xem nhwng nhin thdy Kawaminami
ding tira cong, mat cup xuéng rat mét moi nén thay doi y dinh.

"Thoi, khong vao nita. D€ lan sau vay! Conan, xin 16i nhé. Chiing ta
da di mot chuyén cong toi, cau ta cling mét roi, ching ta vé nha thoi!"

Xe nguogc lai dwong quoc 10, phong vé hudng thanh pho O.
Shimada ha kinh xe, gié dém lua vao, dem theo mui cua bién ca.
"Conan, lanh khong?"

"Khong." Kawaminami van chuva thoat khoi cam giac hang hut va
chan ngan ban than cua minh.

"Xin 16i nhé, dé cau mat ca ngay cong coc."

"Khong! Toi phai xin 16i anh mé&i ding. T6i...chang con hoi sitc nao

nira.
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"DPirng ngai. Cau qua mét roi." Shimada khong thuc si chd tdm vao
Kawaminami. Mot tay cam lai, mét tay anh day lén thai dwong. "Khong
dwgc nhu chiing ta mong dgi, nhuwng t6i van thay chuyén di nay khong hoan
toan hoai phi."

"Y anh la gi?"

"Tat nhién ching ta y vong biét duwgc thém tin tic vé Yoshikawa
Seiichi. Néu anh ta con song thi han sé lién lac vGi vg. Nhung cé vé khong
phai vay."

"Nhung Shimada a, anh khong thay la sao? Méi c6 sau thang tréi qua
ma nha ho da t6 chirc 1é tang cho anh ta r6i."

"Cau phan tich ciing c6 ly. Nhung t6i cho rang Masako trong khong c6
vé dang noi doi, chi ta la ngudi chan thanh, lvong thién. To6i nghi vay."

IIO.H

"T6i nhan xét ngwdi kha chuan, cé 1€ 1a di truc gidc nha su!" Shimada
cwoi vang. "Du sao thi, van chwa da thong tin ta can. Nhung ma, Conan,
cau cho toi xin diéu thuoc duwgce cha?"

"Thudc 14?" Kawaminami khong tin & tai minh, vi cdu chua titng nhin
thdy Shimada hut thudc.

"Thuoc Seven Stars, duwgc chi?"

Kawaminami chia bao thu6c, Shimada van nhin thang phia trudc,
khéo 1éo rut mot diéu.

"Ngay trudc toi nghién nang, roi bi bénh phdi may nam, cho nén htit it
di. Ngay chi mot diéu. Cudc song cua toi hoi tuy tién, nhung diém nay thi
rat nghiém chinh."
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Anh cham diéu thuoc, khoan khoai nha khoi.

"Vé thu hoach cta ching ta hom nay: thi* nhat 1a tai sdn cta ong
Nakamura Seiji da can. Néu dung thé thi gia thuyét Yoshikawa la hung tha
thue sy khong hgp 1y."

"Néu la vi ¢6 tinh y v&i ba Kazue thi sao?"
"Ngay tir dau to6i da cam thdy quan diém nay rat khién cwdng. C6 lan
néi chuyén véi anh Ko, anh ay khang dinh ba Kazue khong phai la hang

nguoi buong tha, va cling nhv Masako noi, Yoshikawa la nguoi chinh tryc,
khong c6 chuyén nhom ngé ba chu."

"Vay anh cho rang Yashikawa khong phdi 1a hung tha a?"
"T6i khong thay két luan dé thuyét phuc cho lam."
Shimada luyén tiéc dui tau thudc 1a vao céi gat tan.

"Va ti cugc noi chuyén hom nay, t0i c6 cam giac nguyén nhan hai anh
em Nakamura khic mac, 1a vi ba Kazue."

"Ba Kazue?"

"Gia st ba dy c6 tinh y v6i nguwoi khac, thi doi twgng khong phai
Yoshikawa, ma la ngudi em chong."

"Chu Nakamura Kojiro?"

"Phai! Néu nghi cho ki thi cé6 kha nang nay. Sau vu thdm an xdy ra
nam ngodi, anb Ko hét sitc dau buon, c6 dén nira thang troi khéng ra khoi
nha. Gig nhin lai, t0i nghi nguyén nhan khong phai vi ong Seiji ma vi cai
chét ctia ba Kazue!"

"Thé thi, hung thu sé la..."
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" T6i c6 y nay. To6i sé noi véi cau sau. Nhung tride hét, ching ta bao
cho Morisu biét két qua ngay hom nay da dugc chi?"

"U, phai day!"
Kawaminami nhin dong ho trén xe: da la 10 gio 40 phait t6i.

Trén quoc 16 doc bg bién di vé thanh pho O, xe c6 dan thwa thét. Phan
than den si cia mot chiéc xe tai chen gitta nhitng anh dén pha mau dé. Song
song voi con dwong, nhitng toa tau sang anh den voi va lwdt qua...

"Cau ay bdo goi dién, nhung dang nao ciing dang & trén duong nén
chiing ta c tGi thang cho do di."

L&i dé nghi ctia Shimada khién Kawaminami phan chan hon mét chuit.
Thay thé, Shimada tim tim cuoi.

"Morisu. Bung vay, cau ay cling c6 mot cai tén that thu vi."
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"T6i ci twdng sau mot ngay mét nhoc cau da chan cai tro trinh tham
nay roi ch." Morisu vira pha tra tdi loc vira n6i dua. "Thé ma cau van rat
hang hai, ngac nhién ddy, chac la vi di véi anh Shimada ciing nén?

"Sao biét hay vay?" Kawaminami cwdi ngwong nghiu.

"Moi 6ng tham t noi di, t6i xin lang nghe!"

Kawaminami van tat ké lai tinh hinh va thong tin nam dugc.

"Vay do la nhitng diéu cau da thu lvgm dwoc."

Morisu pha coc tra thi hai, khéng cho dwong ma cam lén uoéng hét
mot hoi.

"Vay...ngay mai, ong Watson dv dinh sé lam gi?"

"U nhi, ngdy mai..." Kawaminami nim kénh trén thdm va mét méi
ngoi day, nga vao dau go6i. "N6i that nhé, téi dang cam thay hoi xudng tinh
than. Ki nghi xuan thi dai, kho khan chan chét, t6i nao cling danh mat
chuwge dé giét thoi gian, réi bong nhan duwgc 'bitc thw ctia ngudi chét', t6i
dwong nhién khong thé nham mat lam ngo. Nhw moi khi, t6i thdy day hao
hitng, nhung gio thi..."

"Nay, dirng vo duyén thé, cit thao thao bat tuyét phan tich n6i nham
chan ctia minh ma quén di mat anh Shimada."

Nhitng Shimada chi mim cudi, dwa tay so cai cam gay nhon, "Mugn
c6 nay dé giét thoi gian cling hay ddy chd! Van tot hon la dé tri twéng
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twgng tan ua theo nhip song ao ao, an choi trac tdng. Toi cling nhw Conan.
O tudi t6i, néu khong nhan réi thi dau thé cim dau vao nhitng viéc thé nay?
T6i ¢6 thoi quen mua day budc minh, rat thich kham pha truy tim dén cung.
A, cau Morisu..."

"Gl co?"
"T6i rat mudn nghe y kién cda 'tham t tai gia'."

"T6i biét thé nao anh ciling sé hdi ma!" Morisu liém 1én d6i moi kho
né, n@ nu cwoi. "Hom qua nodi chuyén vdi hai nguwoi xong, tdi cé y nghi nay,
khong phai 1y luan cao siéu gi, chi don thuan la phong doan ca nhan thoi
nén dirng qua nghiém trong hoa van dé nhé."

"Pung nhu Conan noi, cau qua la ngwoi than trong."

"Vang,than trong... Nhitng y nghi nay lai rat bao dan. Chwa biét chirng
anh cling c6 y nghi nhu toi."

"C6 thé lam!"

"Ok, la thé nay." Morisu hét nhin Shimada r6i lai quay sang
Kawaminami. " T6i khong hiéu tai sao cau lai chwa nghi dén mot chuyén:
su kién Giac Pdo chang qua la ' Birlstone Gambit' ma Francis M. Nevins Jr
(1) tong két, thé thoi!"

Kawaminami ngac nhién kéu lén. "C6 nghia la, 6ng Nakamura Seiji
van con song?"

"Khong thé khang dinh chac chan, t6i chi nghi c6 kha nang nay."
Morisu vira pha c6c hong tra thi ba vira cham rai gidi thich. Vg chong
Kitamura bj riu b6 vao dau, sau dé dét xac, du kh6 ma nhan dién nhung t6i
khong nghi d6 1a quy ké 'xac khong dau', ba Kazue thi bi mat canh tay trai,
ngoai ra khong c6 gi dang ngo. Xac cua 6ng Nakamura mdi dang dé di sau
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nghién cttu. Néu t6i khong nham, cai xac dé bi twdi dau roi dot, tat ca déu
bién dang. Khong chi khuén mat ma toan bd than thé, cac vét seo cii do
phau thuét, cling bién mat. T6i khong hiéu canh sat can ct vao dau ma két
ludn 1a xac cua 6ng, c6 kha nang do la xac ngudi khac. Bong thoi, ngudi
lam vwon lai mat tich mot cach la lung! Anh Shimada..."

"Vang, thva ngai tham t?"

"Chac anh da nhan thay sy twong dong vé lia tudi, chiéu cao cuda
Nakamura Seiji va Yoshikawa Seiichi?"

"Ha ha... Morisu c6 khac! Cau da nhin ra then chot cua van de!"
Shimada vui vé n6i. Hai ngudi ay cung tudi, nam ngodi déu 46, voc dang
tam thudc, cung nhém mau A. Két qua xét nghiém ti thi dwong nhién ciing
la nhom mau A.

"Sao anh lai biét dugc cac thong tin nay?"

"A, chic tdi chuwa néi véi cau: toi c6 ngudi quen lam & s& canh sat.
Cau Morisu, néu Nakamura va Yoshikawa Seiichi bi danh trao thi cau dinh
gidi ma vu an nay nhuv thé nao?"

Morisu dat tay lén tran, cham cham nhin vao khoang khong. "Ba
Kazue bi giét dau tién, chét trong khodng ngay 17 dén 18, Yoshikawa
Seiichi 1én dao r6i goi dién cho vg la Masako vao chiéu ngay 17, t6i cho
rang lic dé ba cha da bi giét roi. Yoshikawa Seiichi héi tham tinh hinh ba
thi 6ng Seiji n6i doi rang ba van 6m nam trong phong, thue té la 6ng da cho
vo udng thudc ngu réi that co chét. Lo bi bai 16, Seiji quyét dinh giét nguoi
diét khau. Cho vg chong Kitamura va nguwdi lam veon uéng thuéc ngu roi
méi troi ho lai, ngay 19 thi 1ay riu chém chét vg chong Kitamura, sau do6
kéo Yoshikawa van dang mé man sang phong ba Kazue, cdi thitng ra, c6 1€
con thay quan &o cua chinh minh vao, tiép theo la twdi dau. Cudi cung, 6ng
ta phong hod r6i tron khoi Gidc Pdo. Hung thu da hoan thanh viéc danh
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trdo ngwoi bi hai, day la tha phap gdy an dién hinh kiéu 'xac chét khong
dau'. Tuy nhién van con mét s6 diém ky quai kho lwong, tredc mat, t6i maGi
chi nghi dwgc bon diém nghi van."

"Bon diém nao?" Shimada giuc gia.

"Mot la vé dong co. Tai sao Ong ta lai giét ngudi vo da chung song véi
minh 20 nam? Anh c6 thé don gidn néi 6ng ta bi dién, nhung ngwoi dién
van c6 nhitng 1y do cda ho. Hai la, hom qua t6i cling néi r6i, canh tay trai bi
mat. Tai sao ong ta lai chat canh tay ba Kazue? Va da x& ly n6 nhw thé
nao? Ba 13, khodng trong gitta nhitng an mang. Ngay 17 giét vg, ngay 20
giét ngwoi lam vuon, trong ba ngay do ong ta da lam nhitng viéc gi? Diém
cudi cung, Nakamura Seiji da sat hai bon nguwoi, roi tron khéi Giac Dao ra
sao, hién dang an nau noi nao?"

" V@ co ban, t06i dong tinh véi cau." Shimada néi. "Va it nhat, t6i cé
thé dwa ra mot cau tra 10i cho diém dau tién."

"La dong co giét hai ngudi vg?"

"Pung! Nhung cau néi ddy: chi la phéng doan ca nhan."

"Ghen tudng chang?"

Shimada mim m6i, gat dau.

"Du chi la mot thit tinh cam rat pho bién, nhwng 1au ngay tich tu trong
tam tri cda thién tai Nakamura Seiji thi cling c6 thé bién thanh sy dién ro
dang sg."

Kawaminami ngac nhién héi,"Y anh 1a gi?"

"Cau con nhé diéu chi Yoshikawa Masako miéu ta vé c6 Nakamura
Chiori chi?"
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"Puwong nhién con nhg."

"Chi 4y n6i Nakamura Chiori hiém khi tr§ vé Giac Pdo, ding chwa?
Va con néi ba Kazue rat cung c6 con gai. Nhung khi ching ta hoi vé
Seiji..."

"Chi 4y ndi 6ng Seiji khong thyc sy mén tré nhé lam."

"Tuc la, ong ta khong thwong yéu con gai minh."

"A, ddm tang Chiori, ngudi chu tri khong phai 1a 6ng Nakamura Seiji.
"Céac anh hiéu y t6i néi roi chi?"

Kawaminami hét nhin Morisu r6i lai nhin Shimada. Shimada khé gat
dau, Morisu thi cau nay nhin sang cho khac.

"Anh cho rang Chiori khong phai con gai 6ng ta a?"
"Pung thé, Conan!"
"Thé thi c6 ay la con ai?"

"Nakamura Kojiro. Theo nht Masako nhé lai, khi chi ay con lam &
Lam 6c, chwa ldy Yoshikawa, thi 6ng em rat hay lén dao chai, chitng té
quan hé hai anh em kha t6t, nhung r6i 6ng em bong dung khong dén Giac
DPéo nita, khi d6 vira khéo Chiori chao doi. Morisu nghi sao?"

"Khé ma phan doan." Morisu dwa tay vé phia hop thudc 14 dat trén
ban.

"Va dé la ly do khién ching ta ré vao nha chi Nakamura Kojiro Itc
tr& vé phai khong?"

"Pung vay! Toi dinh tham do thém xem sao."
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"Anh Shimada!" Morisu ngat 16i, vé kho chiu. "T6i cho rang anh
khong nén lam thé."

"Tai sao?" Shimada ngac nhién khong hiéu."

"Bé qua cho t6i nhé: du anh va 6ng ay la ban than, thi cling khong nén
do la doi tw ctia nguwdi ta. Morisu tran tinh, cham chd nhin Shimada. Ba
ching ta ngo6i day cé thé néi thodi mai dua thit, khong sao cd. Nhung dua
vao suy doan cua minh lai di nghe ngong nhitng bi mat doi tw, dac biét khi
ho khong mu6n néi ra, thi that sy khong nén."

"Nhung, Morisu, chinh cau dwa ra dé nghi di gap chi vg cua
Yoshikawa Seiichi ma!" Kawaminami lén tiéng phén bac.

Morisu thé dai, "Toi rat tiéc da 18 10i. Toi c& hay bi vdéng viu gitra
tinh hiéu ky va lwong tam, hom qua t6i bong hitng len... T6t nhat la khong
nén t0 mo vé doi tv cia nguwoi khac. Hom nay di vé & nui, ding truwdc
twgng Phat, toi da ty trach minh rat nhiéu."

ROi Morisu nhin sang gia vé. Bic tranh da dugc phét thém nhitng
mang mau kha dam bang dao palette(2).

"T6i tr6t ldam nham ro6i, anh Shimada bé qua cho. T6i muoén ruat lui
khoi cau chuyén nay. Toi da noi ra nhitng suy luan cua minh, da hoan thanh
nhiém vy ctia mot tham t tai gia roi."

Shimada khong thay déi sdc mit, "Vay...két ludn cia cau thi sao? Ong
Nakamura Seiji van con song, phai khong?"

"Noi la 'két luan' e khong théa dang. Chang qua t6i chi néu ra mot kha
nang chwa ai dé cdp dén. Con néu héi thém: téi cé thuwc sy nghi ong
Yoshikawa Seiichi van c6 mat trén doi khong,thi t6i xin tra 16i: khong!"

"Cac birc thw thi sao? Cau sé giai thich thé nao?"
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"Chac chi la tro dua ctia mot trong nhitng nguwoi di choi Giac Pao.
Uong tra khong?"

"Thoi!"
Morisu lai va cho minh c6c hong tra thit tu.

"Cho du con séng, ong ta cling chang thwong yéu, tham chi ghét bé
Chiori co ma, liéu 6ng ta c6 viét nhitng 14 thw budc t6i kia khong?"

"Hum..."

"Ngoai ra, toi cho rang, trong long cit don nén mai mdt thi tinh cam
cuc doan, nhu giét ai dd, la diéu rat khé khan. Gia st Nakamura Seiji la
hung tht vu Giac Pao, ong ta khong chi nham vao ba vg ma con cé y do
vdi ong em va nhitng ké phai chiu trach nhiém cho cai chét cua Chiori nita,
vay sao ong ta khong hanh dong ngay sau khi giét ba Kazue? To6i khong
nghi y dinh trd thu ctia m6t ngwoi cé thé bung 1én sau nhitng sau thang an
nau va roi bat dau véi viéc gii may 1a thw de doa."

"Con nudc nong nita khong, Morisu?" Kawaminami hoi lang dé phan
tdn Morisu. Cau khong mu6n Shimada tiép tuc roi vao tinh thé im lang
chang biét doi dap ra sao.

"Hét roi. Toi sé dun thém."
"Khong con nita dau. Hét roi thi théi."
Kawaminami ndm ngta trén di vang, hai tay khoanh treéc nguc.

"Anh Shimada va t6i déu nhan roi chang ban biju gi. Cau c6 nguyén
tac cia minh. Con hai ching t6i van sé tiép tuc."
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"Xem nao, t0i dau cé yéu cau hai ngudi dirng tay? Giong Morisu diu
lai. "Nhung, toi cling cho rang ditng nén dao khoét cac vét thuwong long ma
nguoi khac khong mudn dung dén."

"T6i hiéu." Kawaminami ngap dai, 1dm bam. " Chang rd may nguoi
trén Giac Pao dang lam gi nhi?"

Ba nguoi nay duong nhién khong thé biét.

Trén hon dado nho cach dat lién khong xa, cudc diéu hanh chét chéc
dang chuan bj bat dau.

(1) Birlstone Gambit: 1a thuat ngit Francis M.Nevins ngudi viét veé tiéu
stt cua Ellery Queen stt dung dé mo ta phuwong phap "gia chét dé thoat toi"
trong tiéu thuyét The Valley of Fear (Thung liing khung khiép) (1914).

(2) dao palette: mot dung cu dung trong vé tranh son dau, c6 hinh
dang giong dao (bay).
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Chuong 5: Ngay Thir Ba - Pao [1]
Gan trwa, Agatha méi nga day. Pém qua c6 hau nhw thic trang.

Co nhin dong ho, voi vang ng6i bat day. Lang tai nghe mot lat, co
nhan ra moi nguoi con dang ngu ca 1én lai kéo chan cugn quanh minh.

Ngoai Carr va Van da vao phong nghi s6m,, mai dén chirng 3 gio sang
moi ngwoi mai luc tuc vé phong.

Du dang trong ky nghi, néu chi riéng minh day qua muon thi cling that
khong nén. Agatha cdm thdy yén tdm va v& lay bao thu6c 14 trén ta dau
givong.

Agatha bi huyét ap thip, nén phai mot tiéng sau khi thitc day c6 méi
thue sy tinh tao duoc.

biéu nay that ky la, Agatha nghi...
Orczy van con ngu sao?

Du lén givong muon, Orzcy cling cé bao gio nam ron qua lau? Co 1é
c6 ay day r6i nhung chwa thay ai nén quay vao phong chang? Hay la...

Agatha lo dang nhin lan khéi thudc tréi di. Co6 thich hat thudc nhung
van thuwong kiém ché trirdc mat moi nguai.

Agatha cham diéu thu6c thit hai, rit vai hoi, mét méi ngoi day, ra khéi
givong.
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C0 mac chiéc 4o chui dau mau be ra ngoai do canh den va ditng truéc
guwong. Chac chan la ching két hgp hoan hdo véi nhau roi, c6 méi cam tui
vé sinh ca nhan va hop trang diém bwéc ra khoi phong.

Pai sanh gan trwa vang lang khong mot béng ngwoi, chi c6 cai ban
thap giac noi bat gitta khong gian am u. Khoang khong giita giéng troi van

gilt nguyén mot mau xam Xxit.

Agatha buéc thang vao phong tam, rita mdt qua loa roi trang diém.
Xong xudi, c6 quay ra dai sanh, thu don c6c chén va chiéc gat tan day dau
mau thudc 14 tr téi qua.

Co chot thoang thdy mot anh do ky la.
Tht gi vay?

Agatha lap titc ngoanh sang, mat tai mét. Dong chi* c6 da ti'ng nhin
thdy, hién hién trén tdm ctra go.

Nan nhan thi nhat
CO G ¢ r6i lap tic kéu ru 1én, lac ca giong.

Céanh ctra sau lung c6 bat mé@, Carr la nguoi dau tién chay ra dai sanh.
Cau da thiec day tir lau va mac quan o chinh té. Thay Agatha ditng do nhw
twgng, Carr dwa mat vé phia canh ctra c6 dang nhin.

"D0 la phong ai?" Carr hét.

Agatha khong thét nén 10i. Miéng nhwa da che mat to giay ghi tén
nguoi dang ¢ trong phong.

Céac can phong quan dai sanh thap giac lan lwgt mé toang, moi ngwoi
déu chay ra.
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"Phong d6 cua ai, Agatha?" Carr nhac lai.
"...Phong...Orczy."
"Gi co?"

Poe chay vut dén ctra phong. Cau van mac ao ngu, dau téc roi bu. Cau
day manh ctta phong.

Cwa khong khoa.

Can phong u &m. Anh sang lach qua cac nang trudc ctra s6, trong nhu
nhitng lwdi dao cat vao bong tai.

"Orczy!" Poe goi to, giong run run. "Orczy?"

Orczy ldng 1é nam trén chiéc giwong xam xit ké sat twong, chan dap
dén nguc, mat phu chiéc 4o len cai quy cia chinh c6.

"Orczy!" Poe hét Ién chay ao dén bén giwong. Orczy van hoan toan bat
dong.

"Thé nay la sao? Orczy..."

Cau lat chiéc 4o len che mat c6 lén hai vai run ban bat. Nam ngudi
dang ditng & ctra lién chay vao.

"Pirng vao!" Poe gio hai tay 1én van nai. "T6i xin moi ngudi, c6 ay sé
khong muén moi nguwdi nhin thdy minh nhw thé nay dau..."

Ca nam nguoi déu khyng lai, ditng nguyén tai cho.

Poe hit mot hoi sau, can than 14t chiéc 4o len 1én lan nita, lang 1é quan
sat Orczy t0i nghiép. Co gai da mat cam giac e then moi ngay.
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Sau khi kiém tra ki cang, Poe tir tit ditng ddy, nhin 1én tran nha, buot
th& dai nghe nhu tiéng rén ri ndo né.

"Ra thoi!" Cau quay vé phia moi ngwoi. "Pay la hién tredng an mang.
Phai khoa ctra lai. Chia khéa dau?"

"Pay!" Ellery buéc vao phong tir lic nao khong biét, cam chia khoa
trén ban ké canh ctta s6 1én. "Con ctra s6 chwa chot, ta nén lam gi?"

"Chot lai! Ra thoi, Ellery."

"Nhung, Orczy thi sao..." Van hoi.

Poe siét chat chia kho4, khé tra 1oi. "DPa chét. Bi that c6 chét."
"Khong!" Agatha hét 1én that thanh.

"Toi thue sy rat tiéc, Agatha!"

"Sao lai thé dugc, Poe, tdi mudn nhin Orczy."

"Khong dugc!" Poe nham mat, dau kho lac dau.

"Orczy bi that cd chét. Agatha, tdi xin cau dirng nhin. Orczy la c6 gai
tré nhu thé..."

Agatha 1ap tttc hiéu ra. Poe mu6n n6i vé tinh trang thé tham vi bi that
c6 cua Orczy. Co gat dau va budc ra ngoai.

Poe vira cham vao tay nam ctta thi ai d6 dot ngot budce tGi va chan lai
"Sao cau ctr nhat quyét dudi moi ngudi ra?"

Do 1a Carr. Cau nhin Poe, mia mai nhéch mép, "Xét trén mot khia
canh nao do, ching ta déu la chuyén gia x ly cac vu giét nguoi va khao
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khat tim ra hung thu giét Orczy. Hay dé bon t0i kiém tra hién treong va t
thi."

"0 khon! Poe tai nhgt mat, toan than rung 1én, cau titc gian hét. " Cau
muon tim niém vui & cai chét cia ban minh hay sao? Bao canh sat, ho sé xw
ly viéc nay!"

"Cau mé sang a? Bao gio canh sat dén? Cau bao kiéu gi? C6 con nhd
mdy miéng nhya kia khong? Khi canh sat dén thi ching ta da chét hét ca
16i, chi con lai 'tham t&' va 'hung tha' thoi!"

Poe day manh hon, dinh dong ctra nhung bi ban tay citng cta Carr
ngan lai.

"Poe, hday nhin ki xem, sy viéc sé khong don gian dau, ngwoi bi hai
tiép theo cé thé 1a chinh cau day."

"Carr, bo tay ra!"

"Cau co6 ly do gi dé tin rang minh khong thé bi giét? Chi c6 hung tha
mé&i dam chac diéu nay!"

"Cau no6i gi ha?"

"Bi t0i n6i trung tim den ro6i chir gi?"

"Thang cha nay..."

Poe lao dén dinh tom.Carr lam lam tw thé san sang danh nhau.
"Ca hai anh dirng lai di!" Van chay lai ghi tay Carr r6i 16i ra ctra.

"Cau dinh lam gi ha?" Car do mat gam lén. Poe nhan do6 khoé luon ctra
lai.
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"Carr anh that qua dang!" Ellery tir bép chay ra, tay cam sdu miéng
nhwa con lai. "Rat tiéc, t6i tan thanh y kién ctia Poe!"
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"Khong thé thé dugc. Day han la mot tro dua quai gé. Khong thé la sy
that."

"Leroux..."

"Giét ngwoi dau phai chuyén dua! Han day la mdt con 4c mong.
Khong phai vay."

"Leroux, dirng lai di!" Agatha rit 1én khién Leroux run ray.

"Xin 16i! Cau ngang lén, 1am bam khe khé r6i cti gam mat xuéng."

Ca sdu nguoi ngoi quanh ban gitta dai sanh. Khong ai nhin ai. Chiéc
ghé trong lac 16ng hon bao gio hét. Téi qua, co gai téc ngan véi anh mat
ngai ngung van con ngoi do...

"Ké nao da giét Orczy?" Do6i moi hong cua Agatha run run. Cau hoi
hét nhw 10i nguyén raa gitta khong gian lanh 1€o.

"Sé chdng ai budc ra va ty nhan minh la ké giét nguoi dau." Ellery
dap.

"Nhung, hung thu ¢ ngay day, mot trong sau nguoi ching ta! Ai da
giét Orczy? Birng qua quat thé nay! Pirng gid vo ngd ngan nira!"

"Néu c6 thé dé dang tw thu thi ngay tir dau ké d6 chang giét nguoi."

"Nhung, Ellery..."
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"T6i biét ma, Agatha,t6i biét." Ellery ddm nhe xu6ng ban. "Chiing ta
phai tim ra hung thu! Poe, anh khong dinh ké cho chiing t6i nhitng gi anh
thdy sao?"

Do dv mot gidy, Poe mim chat moi va nghiém nghi gat dau

"Vita ndy t6i dd noi roi...Orczy bi thit ¢ chét. O ¢6 hin rat sau vét
day nylon. Khéi phai ban, c6 ké da giét c6 ay."

"Cé ddu vét vat 1on chéng cu khong?"

"Khong! Cé 1€ co ay bi tan cong khi dang ngu say hodc mat canh giac.
Pau ciing khong cé thuwong tich, tic la da ngat trude thi chét. Nhung co
mot diém nay t6i khong sao hiéu noi..."

"Gi Vay?n

"Luc ndy moi nguoi cling thay roi, hung thu da dat Orczy rat ngay
ngan. Han dé c6 dy nam ngtra trén giwong, dap chan, day 4o 1én mat. C6 thé
giai thich do la mot chut lwvong tam con sot lai cua hung thu, nhung..." Poe
dau kho cau may. "Khéng thdy tay trai cia Orczy dau."

"Anh noi gi?"
"Thé la sao, Poe?"
"Co dy bi chat mat tay trai."

Bau khong khi lang yén dang sg. Poe nhin khap lugc, r6i dat hai tay
1én ban. Ngon tay cau con dinh vét mau sam den.

"Hung khi 16n, sac nhon nhw dao lam bép, chac chan hung thua da rat
ton sttc mai cat diet dugc vi vét cat rat nham nhd."

"Chac chan la cat sau khi chét." Ellery noi.
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"T6i khong thé khang dinh nhung c6 1€ thé. Néu tim van dang dap ma
cat thi sé ra rat nhiéu mau."

"Trong phong khong c6 dao hay hung khi gi dang ngo a?"
"Khong. Va t6i cling khong thay canh tay trai dau ca."

"Vay la hung tht da mang di." Ellery lam bam, dan hai ban tay vao
nhau.

"Tai sao hung thu phai lam thé?"
"Nhat dinh la han bi dién r6i!" Agatha hét 1én.
Ellery khé khit mi.

"Han vay, hodc han say mé dién cuong véi may tro dua té hai, c6 y tao
ra st ly ky bi hiém. Han m6 phéng vu an xdy ra nam ngodi trén dao nay."

"A.H

"B6n ngudi bi giét & Lam Oc, mot trong s6 d6 1a ba Nakamura Kazue
bi that c6 chét, va bi chdt mat canh tay trai."

"Nhung tai sao chw, Ellery?"

"Cau héi vé muc dich m6 phong u? Ai ma biét ch&?" Ellery nhtn vai.
"C& nghe Poe noi hét da. Liéu cé thé suy doan thoi gian t* vong khong?"

"Cé vai vét hoen tr thi(1). T6i nghi ching chi mdi xuat hién khi t6i
kiém tra mach ctia Orczy. T6i van c6 thé mé& cac ngon & ban tay phai dé
dang, tirc 1a cac vét hoen ti¥ thi chwa lan t&i phan khép va lién hé véi tinh
trang dong mau...thi c6 1€ da chét tir bon hay nam gio trede do. Tic la vao
khodng 7 dén 8 gid sang nay. C6 thé gian rong thém, trong khoang 6 dén 9
gio sang. Nhung day chi 1a y kién chta quan dé tham khao ma thoi."
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(1) Hoen tt¥ thi la tinh trang lang dong mau tai vung thap cua co thé, la
két qua cuda tinh trang ngung tim khong héi phuc va cling la thay déi sau
khi chét sém nhat. Dya vao thoi gian xuat hién vét hoen t thi, ngudi ta c6
thé wéc chirng thoi gian tit vong.

"T6i tin cau!" Carr cwoi nhe cd hai ham rang. "Cau chuan bi thtra ké
mot bénh vién 16n, lai la sinh vién Y khoa tai nang cua dai hoc K. Tat
nhién, trt phi cau chinh la hung tha."

Poe chi im lang, tham chi khong thiét nhin Carr.

"Ai c6 bang ching ngoai pham tir khodng 6 dén 9 gid sang nay
khong?" Ellery héi tat cd moi nguwdi. "Hodc, c6 ai thdy tinh tiét manh moi
gi khong?"

Khong ai tra 101i.
"Vay, cé y twéng gi vé dong co khong?"
Leroux, Van va Agatha twr ttt nhin vé phia Carr.

"T6i hiéu r6i." Ellery lanh lung noi. "Chi c6 thé la Carr. Khi ching ta
chi don thuan xét dén nhitng dong co r6 rang."

"Cau noi cai gi? Tai sao lai la toi?"
"Orczy tr ch6i anh ding khong?"

Carr do ra khong biét nén noi gi, moi bi can dén sap bat mau.
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"Nhung, gia st Carr la hung thud, anh ta sé chang bao gio dat co ay
ngay ngan lai." Agatha nitc nd, chua chat néi... " Carr la ngudi duy nhat sé
khong lam nhu vay."
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"Khon nan that!"

Carr ngoi trén mém da nhin vé phia Miéu Péao & dang xa, tirc t6i nho
nuwdc bot, tay vat manh bui c6 dai, vo nghién

"6 khon!"

Cau khong thé kim nén dugc sy phan ng, luén miéng chwi raa. Gioé
thoi tung nhitng 14 cé nhau nat bay xudng bién.

May dira nay thwong vénh vao tu dac, va chi doan két lai khi chi trich
minh! Ca Poe nita, vGi may 10i ti phu dé... Va chac chan chang phai minh
minh mudn vao phong va kham nghiém t thi.

Nhat la ga Ellery, nhw thé hoan toan san sang dé phéa an. Leroux ciing
vay. Va ca Van nita. Tat ca dang dé Poe dan dat dén moi viéc. Sao ho lai
khong nhan ra diéu d6 nguy hiém dén thé nao chi.

Tiéng song vo ao at cang khién Carr thém tirc t6i. Cau lai nho nwéc
bot r6i mim chat moi, dam tay lién tuc 1én dau goi.

Tat ca la 16i cia Orczy. Minh bi tr chéi sao? Chi la nhan réi n6i dam
ba cdu van vo. Hirm. Co6 ta nghi minh nghiém tic nén muon kiéu ki... Con
ranh ngu ng6c. Co ta nghi ban than la ai chit. Hrm. Minh ma lai di giét
nguoi vi Iy do vé van ay a.

Carr nhin canh vat treédc mat, uat nghen co.
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" Chang c6 con thuyén nao & day ca, ciing khong c6 dung cu dé chat
cay lam bé. Ma va viu tam mot cai gi thi chac gi t6i dwoc dat lién. Van, hut
thuoc khong?"

Khong ké Carr, nam nguoi chia thanh hai nhém di quanh déo, tim
cach lién lac vé6i dat lién. Poe, Van va Agatha kiém tra khu vyc gitta bo
Nam va bo Bong cua dao.

Poe m@i Van hut thudc, r6i ti cham mot diéu va lang 1€ khoanh tay.
"Chung ta chi c6 thé dot Itva dé gy chu y véi cac tau thuyén di qua.”

"Liéu ho c6 dé y khong? Huong chi..." Van cham thudc r6i ngang nhin
troi. "May day thé kia chac dém nay sé mua."

"Té that sao chung ta lai cé thé khéng chuan bi phwong phap tng pho
véi treong hgp khan cdp nao nhi?"

"Keéu ca nita cling vo ich ai ma ngo dugc chuyén nay lai xdy ra chi?"
Van 1 rii, bat lyc. "Ma t6i cling da do sot roi...Nay R6t cudc la thé nao?"

"T6i khong hé nhin thdy mdt béng thuyén bé nao qua lai ca." Agatha
buon ba néi.

Troi pht day may mat bién cia u &m nang né.

"Nhung biét dau lai c6 thuyén di qua t6t nhat 1a sdu nguwoi ching ta
chia ba ca hai nguoi mot thay phién quan sat."

" T6i khong muén!" Agatha kich dong khéc thét. "Tdi khdng mudn
ngo6i mot minh vaGi ké co thé 1a hung thu giét nguoi."

" Hay la chia nhom ba ngugi?"
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"Moi ngudi cung tap trung cling dugc, Van a! Néu cé thuyén thi ching
chi ra vao cang ltic sam t6i hodc sang sGm."

" Nhung 16 cé thuyén vao mot lic nao dé khac thi sao."

"Du vay, toi cho rang khé cé kha nang tau thuyén phat hién ra ching
ta. Lic dén dao, bac ngu dan da noi ngu treong ¢ xa phia Nam nén hiém
khi c6 thuyén tiép can ddo nay."

"Chuing ta con lam gi khac dugc day? Co6 gi dé nhom Itra khong nhi?"

"Pay ciling la van dé." Poe ngodnh nhin khu ritng phia sau. "Toan la
thong. Con twoi thi kho chay lam. Chuing ta c6 thé thu lvgm canh kho va la
rung roi dét. Nhung chang nhiéu. Ma Itra nho thi & dat lién khong thé thay
dwgc. Xem ra chi con cach cau mong c6 thuyén di qua day."

" Vay gi0o ching ta sé ra sao?" Agatha sg¢ hai nhin hai nguoi ban. Gio
co chi con la cai bong cta con ngudi soi noi thwdong ngay.

" Khong sao dau. R6i sé c6 cach thoi." Duwdi dam rau ria 16m chém
d6i moi Poe mim cuwdi nguwgng nghiu, cau vo vo vai co.

Nhung Agatha van hoang mang lo sg. "Anh ndi thi hay lam, nhung
anh, hodc Van nita, déu c6 thé la nguoi giét Orczy."

"Hodc Carr, Leroux, Ellery..." Poe lang 1é cham diéu thudc thit hai.

Agatha sac mat tai nhot run ray. C6 ké trong so cac anh da giét Orczy
r6i chdt canh tay..."

"Agatha, Cau cling la mot trong nhitng ngudi bi tinh nghi." Van dap
v&i cai nhin nghiém nghi khac han thuwong ngay.

"Khong phdi t6i." Agatha 1am bam, Iui vé phia rirtng cdy, hai tay 6m
dau. " Chao 6i... khong sao tin néi... chuyén nay la xdy ra... Van, Poe!
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Orczy da chét that r6i w? Hung thu 1a mot trong s6 chung ta that sao?"
"Leroux a, toi cho rang c6 mot kha nang nira."
"Mot kha nang nira?"
"Puwong nhien! Ttc 1a trén dao con c6 ké khac."
"Ha?"

Ellery va Leroux quan sat cdy cau gd & vinh va bdi da canh Lam Oc
hoang tan, r6i ho di theo con duwdng mon trong rirng 1én phia Bac ddo, noi
nhin thay Miéu Dao.

"Nghia la gi, Ellery?"

"Co6 kha nang hung thu ¢ bén ngoai t6i gay an." Ellery ngoanh sang,
mim cwoi. "Chang 1€ cau muon hung thti nam trong s6 chiing ta a?"

" Anh dirng dua thé! Nhung ai c6 thé an nédu trén ddo co chit?"
Ellery ho hitng dap, "Toi nghi do la Nakamura Seiji."

"Oi..."

"Co gi la dau?"

" Nhung, Ellery, nam ngodi 6ng ta da bi giét..."

"C6 thé d6 la mot nham lan rat 16n. Leroux, cau chwa titng nghi dén
sao, hoi do canh sat tim thdy mdt cai xac khong rd mat miii, dac treng cho
mo tip 'xac khong dau', dong thoi, nguwdi lam vweon lai mat tich!"

"Anh mudn noéi, 6ng ta chinh la hung thd, con céi xac do la cua nguoi
lam vuon?"
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"Chinh xac! Muu danh trdao don gian."

"Va vi thé Nakamura Seiji van con song, va da 1én dao nay?"
"C6 kha nang dé6. Du c6 thé 6ng ta von van song trén dao."
"O' ngay day?"

"Cau con nhé hom kia bac ngw dan noéi da nhin thay anh den & Thap
Giac Quan chit? Cé thé nguoi thap dén la Seiji."

"Anh khong thé tin vao toan b may cau chuyén ma mi vién vong do!
Sau vu viéc nam ngoai, dong dao canh sat va phong vién tran 1én déo,
Nakamura Seiji c6 thé tron ¢ dau dugce chi?"

"Thi ching ta dang di tim con gi? Vira ndy kiém tra nha thuyén & vinh,
khong c6 gi kha nghi. Du ltic nay wu tién s6 mot la tim cach lién lac vGi dat
lién, t6i van mong phat hién ra ddu vét ké dang an nau nita. Vi thé méi can
lén day quan sat Miéu dao."

"Du vay, toi van c6 cam giac Nakamura Seiji khong thé 1a hung thu."

"Vay sao? Ctra s6 phong Orczy md, cé thé c6 ay quén khong dong, va
hung thu dot nhap vao."

"Nhung tai sao ctra ra vao cting khong khoa?"

"Giét nguwoi xong, hung thi mé cita tir bén trong, bwdc ra dai sanh,
treo miéng nhya kia 1én."

"Nhung van rat kho hiéu. Néu la ké dén tir bén ngoai thi tai sao han
biét bdy miéng nhwa dé cat trong ngan kéo ti bép?"

"C6 kha nang chinh han 1a nguoi dé lai cac miéng nhwa, phdi khong?
Ctra chinh cua Thap Giac Quan khong khéa, cé thé ra vao tuy y. Sdng hom
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qua han dat ching 1én ban, dogi chiing ta day va theo déi qua ctra s6 bép.
Hodc la... trong ching ta c6 ké dong 16a."

"Khong... khong thé c6 chuyén nay."

"Toi chi dang ban vé moi kha nang. Leroux, cau dam mé tiéu thuyét
trinh thdm nhwng hoi thiéu tri twéng twgng day!"

"Thyc t€ va tiéu thuyét 1a hai chuyén khac nhau, Ellery! Du thé, dong
co khién 0ng Seiji mu6n giét ching ta la gi chi?"

"Ai ma biét!"

Hai nguoi di hét con dwong mon, 1én dén dinh vach da noi Carr dang
ding. Thay vay, Carr lién quay ngwoi budce di luon.

"Nay! Anh khong nén di mot minh."

Ellery nhac Carr. Nhung cau ta chang thiét n6i dau lai tiép tuc sai
budc vao rung.

"Mot ga Iam cam." Ellery tdac ludi. "Gio moi ngudi déu dé cau gat. Toi
cling da 16 1oi. Nhung anh ta c6 ac cdm ca nhan vdi toi."

"T6i thong cam vGi tdm trang cta anh ay. Leroux nhin theo bong Carr.
"Ellery, anh... thé hién sy binh tinh, khién moi nguwdi c6 cdm giac anh ditng
ngoai cudc dé quan sat toan cuc."

"Thé a?"

"Pung! Khong phai toi 1ay long dau, anh khién t6i rat né day! Nhung
tién boi Carr thi ngugc lai, chac anh ay dang ghen ty."

" Thé u?" Ellery hd hitng nhin quanh va buwéc tiép ra phia bién. "Khap
noi déu moc nhitng bui cay lap xup che khuat tam nhin, chang thay dao dau
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ca.

Y Ellery néi vé Miéu Péo. Leroux ditng bén, rat chi y vi tri ditng, dé
phong budc hut chan.

"Xem ra hai ba nguwdi cé thé an nap ¢ day. Nhung con vach da dung
ding nay thi sao?"

"C6 thé c6 thuyén. Khodng cach thi gan, chi can c6 chiéc xuoéng cao su
la da. Xuat phat tw bai da bén do... Leroux nhin di..." Ellery chi tay. "Con
doc bén do, cé thé bo 1én."

"(J, dting thé!"

Leroux c0 gang quan sat Miéu Pao ditng sirng sitng gitta song nuwéc
trang x0a, cau vat 6c suy nghi vé moi kha nang.

Ellery néi ding. Khong thé pht nhan kha nang c6 ké bén ngoai dot
nhap Giac Pao, an nap cho nao do, rinh rap ham hai moi nguwdi. Tuy nhién,
khong c6 can cit gi dé lién hé dén Nakamura Seiji ca. Kha nang ong ta van
con song la bao nhiéu? Gia st 6ng ta con song, thi cd sao 6ng ta mudn giét
nhitng thanh nién nay?

Khong thé nao.
Leroux cham cham lac dau.
Chuyén nay la khong thé, cau nghi.

Nhung c6 diéu gi dé trong qua khit ct deo bam 14y cau ma cau khong
thé nhd ra.

Séng bién ao at x6 vao vach da va vao ca tam tri cau. Nhitng ky ttc roi
rac cting bi song bién cuon ra xa.
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Leroux ngao ngéan nhin Ellery. Ellery van yén lang dam dam nhin vé
phia bién.

Gi6 bién dwgm mui hwong cua anh hoang hon.
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"... Do anh huwéng cua luéng ap thap, tit nita dém nay dén t6i mai, troi
nhiéu may dan, nhung khong mua, ngay kia troi nang. Sau day maoi quy vi
nghe du bao thai tiét cac dia phwong trong ca nuwéc..."

Am thanh phaét ra tir chiéc radio Leroux dem theo. Nhuwng mot giong
nit hét 1én, "Thoi, tat di! Khong mudn nghe nita!" Agatha phan doi. Leroux
vOi vang tat luon.

Sau ngudi lam 1ii an t6i véi ngon dén dau, trong sy yén tinh nang né.
Ho ngoi quanh chiéc ban thap gidc, nhung ai cling c6 y tranh déi dién vGi

ctta phong Orczy. Canh ctta d6 van treo miéng nhya "Nan nhan thit nhat".
N6 dwoc gan bang keo rat chac, khong thé béc ra.

"Ellery, thit lam mot tro do thuat cho bon tdi xem di." Agatha co gia
bo hoat bat.

"U...duoc!"
Ellery lang € trdo bo bai, dat vao hop cat trong tdi ao.
"Bao cau lam ao thuat kia ma, sao lai cat di?"

"Khong phai thé dau, Agatha. Cau béo t6i lam nén t6i méi phai cat di
da."

"Thé 1a sao?"

"Tro do thuat nay bat dau nhw thé." Ellery ho nhe r6i nhin thang vao
mat Agatha. "Chuan bi xong chwa? Bay gid, cau chon mot trong 52 quan,
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khong ké hai cay phang teo. C¥ nghi trong dau la duwgc."
"Chi can nghi trong dau?"
"Puing. Khong can ndi ra. Nghi xong chwa?"
"Xong roi."
"Pugc!"

Ellery lay hop bai ra va ddt 1én ban. La bd bai mau xanh in hinh chiéc
xe dap.

"Cau nhin vao cai hop va, tham nghi dén quan bai vira ndy chon."
"Hiéu ro6i, chi nghi vé n6."

"Piing! Ok."

Tay trai Ellery cam hop bai 1én.

"Luc hdy Agatha nghi dén quan bai nao?"

"Bay gio toi ndi ra a?"

"U! Néi ra di!"

"Qro!"

Ellery m@ hop bai, cam bai 1én, va tit tir xoe ra. Trén tay Ellery la cac
quan bai ngtra binh thwong, ngoai trir mdt quan bai ip xudng.

"Chi c6 mot quan bai up xudng, ding khong?"

HDL’lng! "
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"Phién cdu rit ra, xem la quan gi?"

Agatha rit quan bai ra, "Oi... thuc khéng sao tin n6i!"
Khi ¢6 dat n6 xuéng ban. Tuyét doi ding do6 la quan Q ro.
C6 tron mat van ngo ngo kéu 1én, "Khong thé nao..."
"Pay la lan dau tién."

"Chac tién boi Agatha la chan go ctia anh?" Leroux hoi.
"Khong! Leroux."

"That ch@?"

"T6i dau can ai lam chan go6? T6i cling c6 thé tiét 10 rang khong phai
do xac suat 1/52 dé dén mot quan bai Agatha da chon dau."

Ellery cham diéu thu6c hiéu Salem cham cham nha khoi.

"Bay bay gid choi gidi cau do. Toi can néi to 1én mGi duwgc: mhin trén
thi & dwdi, nhin dwdi thi & trén, luén qua bung me, vai con ganh gong'. La
gi?"

"Anh néi lai xem?" Leroux dé nghi.

Ellery nhac lai cau d6 lan nita. Agatha bong vo tay kéu lén, "T6i biét
roi! Do 1a chir Nhat(*), chir Han."

(*) doan nay xoay quanh cac cau do "t mé" (do chi¥), lién quan dén
cac nét, cau tao va phat am cta chit Han trong tiéng Nhat, giai thich ra
twong doi dai dong. Chung ta doc va biét vay thoi.
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"Hoan toan dung!"

"Thi ra la thé, titc 1a do6 mat chit."

"Cau tiép theo. 'Xuan ha déng nhi thang ngii hop' 1a gi?"
"Nghia la sao?"

"Chac cau chua nhin thdy n6 & cac tiém nhé ¢ nong thon?"
"Hinh nhu t6i nhin thdy ¢ ngan hang."

Poe cam bao thudc Lark méi boc cho vao hop go.

"Trong 'xuan ha dong' khong cé 'thu' doc lai di coi nhw dong am vai
'kinh doanh'. 'Nhi thang' va 'ngii hgp', coi nhw déng am véi 'ngay cang tan
tGi'.

"Ttc la lam an ngay cang phat tai?"

"Pung!"

"Cai kiéu doc chéch vong vo thé nay cling thu vi day!"
"Ciling c6 thé néi la mét thir am hiéu.

"Nhac dén 4m hiéu... &m hiéu dau tién dugc ghi chép trong Kinh Cuu
woc, sach 'Tién tri Daniel'." Ellery noi.

"SGm thé u?"

"Nhat Ban ciing c6 am hiéu ttr rat sém, vi du bai ca van dap ndi tiéng
gitta hai phap su Yoshida Kendo va Ton'a trong Tuc thao am tap ay."
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"T6i khong biét. N6 nhu thé nao?" Agatha noi.

"Kenko tang tho cho Ton'a: Bém thu mat mé, Chgt tinh gidc nong, Goi
dau khuyu tay, Nam trén déng rom, Gio thu diu dang, Vuo6t ve tay ta... Cac
chit dau tirng cau ghép lai thanh yonetamahe, titc la 'cho t6i gao'. Va néu
ching ta xép cac chit cudi va ddo nguoc lai thi thanh zenimohoshi tic 'toi

cling can tién nira"."
"That la chua chat!"

"Ton'a ben tang lai Kenko: Canh khuya gitta thu, Long ta bang
khuang, Pa lau khong gap, Du ban thd 0, Van mong trung phung... Tuwong
tw thé, néu ghép cac chit dau va chi¥ cudi ciu, sé dugc: yonewanashi,
zenisukoshi, nghia la 'khong cé gao ciling chang co tién'."

"Ho cling that ki cong!"

"T6i con nhd trong cudn D6 nhién thdo ctia Yoshida Kenko con mot
kiéu am hiéu noi tiéng khac, la gi nhi, Orczy?"

Moi nguoi déu giat minh, do ra.
"Xin 106i, t6i 16 16i."
Du c6 dang tri, sy bat can nay that chang giong Ellery chit nao.

Trong bita t6i, moi ngwdi cung mot tdm trang nhung déu im lang,
khong ai ddm nhac dén cai chét cia Orczy. Ellery 16 16i, dwa tat ca trd lai
hién thye tan khoc, khong khi dai sanh tré nén nang né dén ngat thé.

"Con chuyén gi khac nita khong, Ellery?" Leroux giai vay cho cau.

"A, tm..." Ellery c6 trdn tinh, gwong gao lay lai nu cudi thuong truc.

https://thuviensach.vn



"Agatha, pha ca phé di!" Carr nhéch mép, 4nh mat ché nhao, khinh
khinh nhin cau. Ellery dinh néi gi do, nhung Agatha lap tc ngan lai. Co
néi,"Toi vao pha cafe, cac ban déu uéng ca chit?" Va nhanh nhen di vao
bép.

"Nay!" Carr ltr mat nhin bon ngudi con lai. "Bém nay, theo phong tuc,
la dém trong coi linh citu Orczy t0i nghiép, moi nguoi dung gia vo khong
biét. Nén nghiém tic mdt chat."

"Xin moi! Cac ban ty thém sita va dwong nhé!" Agatha bung khay co
sau chiéc coc mau xanh réu, dat 1én ban.

"Xin 16i, lan nao ciing lam phién Agatha." Ellery cam chiéc gan cau
1én, moi ngudi cling lan lwgt cam 1én. Agatha 1dy coc ctia minh roi day
khay ra treéc mat Van, dang ngoi bén canh co.

"Cam on." Van an diéu thuéc Seven Stars dang hut d& vao cai gat tan
va cam coc thap giac, hoi am truyén sang ban tay cau.

"Van, khoéi cam chwa?"

"A, d& nhiéu r6i. Ellery, ching ta van chwa ban bac xong, that su
khong c6 cach gi dé lién lac vé6i dat lién sao?"

"U. Piing vay."

"Ngoai ra, mot ngwoi trong chiing ta can mao hiém boi sang dé, hoac
lam mot chiéc bé go..."

"Ca hai cach nay déu chang kha kham hon."
"Pot ltra hiéu thi sao?" Poe noi.

"Nhung d6t 14 thong thoi thi khong thé gy chi y."
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"C6 thé dot ca Thap Giac Quan néu can thiét."
"C¢ lé khong nén."

"Khong nén, va con rat nguy hiém. Poe, vira ndy toi va Leroux di tim
cach thire lién lac, dong thdi con mudn tim mot thit khac."

"Mot thit khac?"

"Puing! Nhung khong tim thay. Hai ching ti di gan hét hon dao... A
khoan da..."

HSaO?H

"Lam Oc... & Lam Oc liéu c6 hAm ngam khong?" Ellery 1dm bam, dit
tay len tran.

"Ham ngam?"

Pung luc nay.

Bong c6 ngudi do guc xudéng mat ban, miéng khong ngét rén ri.
"Gi thé?" Agatha kéu lén.

"Chuyén gi vay?"

"Moi nguoi déu bat day, ban rung lac ditr doi khién mdy coc ca phé
uoéng da chao dao, ban tung tée. Cau ta chang khac gi con r6i chay pin bi
héng, hai chan dap lung tung, d6é ca gh€, nira nguwdi dang nhoai trén ban roi
huych xuéng nén nha lat gach mau xanh.

"Carr!" Poe hét 1én, voi chay dén.

Leroux bi Poe x6 phdi, loang choang hat d6 ghé ctia minh.
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"Carr lam sao vay?" Ellery kéu 1én.

Poe kiém tra mat Carr, lac dau, "To6i khong biét. C6 ai biét Carr 6 tién
st bénh tat gi khong?"

Im lang.
"Khoéng hay roi."

Co hong Carr phat ra nhitng am thanh rin rit, c nhv mot cay sdo bi
tac. Nhip thd cau yéu dan. Poe dwa canh tay vam v& nang nita nguwdi cau
len.

"Giup toi mot tay, Ellery, phai lam cho cdu ay n6n ra! Chac la bi ngo
doc."

Toan thab co giat ditr doi, Carr viing khoi Poe, hai mat ddo nguoc, nam
ram ro trén san, co giat cang lic cang dit d6i, dong thdi non thoc nén théo,
chat 16ng sam mau 6ng oc chay ra...

"Anh 4y sé on cht?" Agatha kinh hai nhin Carr.

"T6i chiu."

"Khong thé citu dugc sao?"

"T6i khong biét 1a ngd doc thi gi, va du biét thi ¢ day ciling khong c6
thudéc men, chi con cach cau mong chat doc ay khong dén noéi ldy mang
nguoi ta."

2 gio 30 phut dém hom do.

Trén giwvong cua minh, Carr tir gia thé gian.
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Nam nguoi con lai déu mét 14, kiét sitc, khong ai néi mot cau. Co 1é
khong phadi vi mét moi ma la té liét.

Khéc véi vu viéc Orczy, lan nay moi nguwdi tan mat nhin thay Carr dau
dén guc xudng, réi bé mang. Canh twgng hai hung dang so lam té liét moi
giac quan cua ho.

Agatha va Leroux nhin cham cham vao khong trung, miéng van hé mé
vi kinh hoang. Van hai tay 6m dau thd dai thuwon thwgt. Poe khéng dung
dén hop thudc 14 nita, bat dong nhin ctra s6. Ellery hai mat nham nghién,
nét mdt dong bang.

Khong mot anh trang.

Anh dén & thap hai ding thinh thoang lai quét qua man dém. Ngon dén
dau khé rung rung nhu cling cé su song. Song bién x6 vao, lui ra, r6i lai x0
vao, lap di lap lai nhip diéu buon té...

"Keét luan gi di, to6i buon ngua qua r6i." Ellery c6 gwong mdé mat.

"Pong y." Poe ué odi dap. Ba nguoi kia cling da héi lai. "To6i cho rang
cau ay bi ngo doc dan dén tr vong, nhung khong biét 1a chat doc gi."

"Khong thé doan dai khai a?"

"A, c6 thé." Poe cau may gian dir. "Chat doc phat tdc qua nhanh,
chitng té doc tinh rat manh, gay ra tac thd, co giat toan than, nén doan rang
dé6 la chat doc tac dong vao hé than kinh. Nhitng chat doc nhw thé thuong la
Kali xyanua, ma tién(*), atropin, ciing c6 thé la nicotine, asen hoac thach

https://thuviensach.vn



tin. Nhuwng atropin va nicotine sé gdy gian dong tt, mat Carr thi khong.
Kali xyanua c6 mui dac treng, nhw qua hach, cling khong thay & Carr. Nén
toi nghi Carr triing doc ma tién hoac thach tin hoac mot loai asen nao do."

(*) ma tién: mau trang khéng mui doc tinh rdt manh hay dung trong
thuoc diét chudt

Sau coc ca phé uéng dé van con trén ban. Agatha nhin ching cham
cham trong khi nghe Poe gidi thich, bong bat cuoi:

"Thé thi, hung thu la t6i roi!"

"Pung vay, Agatha." Ellery cét giong kho khdoc. "La cau that sao?"
"Néu toi n6i khong phai la toi, cac cau cé tin khong?"

"Kho ma tin duogc."”

"T6i cling doan thé."

Ca hai lang 1 cwoi. Tat thay bon ho, dac biét 1a hai nguwdi ho, déu cam
thdy giong diéu cudc tro chuyén nay that ki quai, khac thuong.

"Hai ngudi théi di duwgc khong?" Poe gan giong. Cau cham mot diéu
thudc, r6i dwa bao thudc cho Ellery. "Gio 1a Iic rat khan cap."

"T6i hiéu. Khong ai mudn néi dua vao lic nay."

Ellery day bao thudc cha moéc tii 1dy bao Salem ctia minh, rit mot
diéu va go nhe dau loc xudng ban.
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"Hay bat dau bang viéc diém lai cac sy kién." Cau néi. "Chinh Carr
bdo Agatha pha ca phé, Agatha di vao bép, moi ngudi déu ngoi lai day.
Agatha dun nuwéc, pha ca phé. Chirng 15 phtt sau c6 bung khay ra, gom 6
coc ca phé, hop duong va hop sita, mot cai dia dat 7 chiéc thia, trong dé
mot chiéc la dung dé mic stta. Bung khong, Agatha?"

Agatha gat dau.

"Vé thi ty cam coc ca phé 1én." Ellery tiép tuc. "To6i trudc tién, sau do
la ai?"

"T6i!" Leroux ndi. "Gan nhv cung lic véi Carr."

"Tiép do la t6i." Poe ndi.

Agatha xen vao, "Cam c6c cia minh xong t6i dwa cad khay cho Van,
dang khong Van?"

"U, diing roi."

"Ok. T6i nhac lai thit ty: toi, Leroux va Carr, Poe, Agatha va Van."
Ellery ngam diéu thudc r6i cham Itra. "Chuing ta sé phan tich. Nhitng ai c6
co hoi bé thudc ddc vao coc ca phé ctaa Carr. Trude hét 1a Agatha."

"Nhung c6 thé chinh t6i sé cam phai c6c ca phé chita thudc doc, va
chang cé cach nao dé t6i chac chan dugc Carr sé 1ay chiéc coc dé." Agatha
lanh lung phan bac. "Gia st t6i 1a hung thu, thi sau khi bé thudc doc vao,
toi phai chu dong dwa coc cho tirng nguoi."

"Nhwng moi lan cau van dwa cho tirng ngudi, sao lan nay cau lai lam
khac di?"

"T6i khong cha tdm lam thé."
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"Agatha, c6 mot diéu can lam ro: hung thu c6 thé khong nham ding
vao Carr, ma chi can giét mot trong s6 ching ta, han khong ban tam ai la
man nhan thi hai'.

"Ttc la, Carr den duai nén ngau nhién tré thanh ngwoi bi hai?"

"T6i nghi day la suy luan hgp ly nhat cé thé. Khong ai ngbi sat bén
nén Carr, nén chang thé bo doc sau khi anh ta 1y céc ca phé. Cho nén,
hung thu chi c6 thé la cau."

"Nhung thudc doc c6 thé bi tron trong duwdng hodc sira."

"Cau ciling lay sita ma, nhé khong? Ciling khong thé 1a duwong. Toi va
Carr déu uong ca phé den nén con chang dung tdi thia."

"Khoan da, Ellery." Leroux xen vao. "T6i da nhin ca qua trinh tién béi
Agatha pha ca phé, vi ctta bép mé toang, vi tri t6i ng6i nhin thang vao bép.
Trén ban bép thap nén, nén t6i nhin rod t'ng dong tac, khong thay c6 hanh vi
gi kha nghi ca."

"Cam on vi da néi vay, nhung t6i sg rang dé khong phai la chitng c
thuyét phuc. Tt ngoai nhin vao ban bép, khong thé nhan thay moi chi tiét.
Va cau dau c6 quan sat Agatha tir dau tdi cudi.”

"Xin 16i."
"Chang c6 gi dé xin 16i ca."

"Khong phai thé... ma 14, toi that sy c6 chu tam giam sat tirng ci chi
cua Agatha."

"Leroux..." Agatha kinh nhac ngoanh nhin.
Leroux quay di va rut ré nhac lai, "Xin 16i... T6i c6 1y do cua minh.

Hung tha sat hai Orczy nam ngay trong s6 ching ta, va cling c6 thé la
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Agatha. Cho nén bita t6i, banh trai, do hdp, nwéc qua... téi ct nom nép lo
sg. Nhung toi rat ngac nhién khi thiy tat ca moi nguwdi, nhat la Ellery, déu
binh than an uéng nhw chang hé c6 chuyén gi xay ra."

"That sao?" Ellery thoang cudi. "Néu nhw vay thi... Leroux, cau khang
dinh Agatha hoan toan khong phai hung thu chir gi?

"A, diéu nay..."

"Carr da chét, phai c6 ngudoi bo thuée doc vao ca phé. Han cau khong
cho rang Carr ty sat chi@?"

"Khéng..."

"Nhung Ellery a, nhw t6i vira néi ldc nay, néu t6i la hung thu thi t6i
phai lam gi dé tranh c6c ca phé c6 doc day? T6i cling udng kia ma?"

Ellery khé chép mat, dui diéu Salem vao chiéc gat tan thap giac.

"C6 6 coc ca phé, qua dé dé nhé chinh xac vi tri coc cé pha thude doc.
Cau cam coc ctia minh lén ro6i nhwong coc con lai cho Van. Gid st mot
trong hai c6c cudi cung c6 thuéc doc thi cau van co thé dé lai cho Van, va
16 chang may c6c c6 doc thudc vé cau thi cau sé khong uong no, thé la on."

"Khong phai t6i." Agatha lac mai t6c dai, ngon tay trang tréo bam vao
goc ban run run.

"Ellery." Van khé noi. "T6i cho rang néu Agatga la hung tha thi c6 ay
sé khong ra tay vao lic minh dé bi nghi ngo nhat, c6 ay khong dai kho ma
lam nhv vay! Poe, anh nghi sao?"

"T6i tan thanh y kién cta cau." Poe noéi va quay sang Ellery. "Trong
dai sanh nay chi c6 doc m6t ngon den dau, va lic can ca phé 1én chang ai
chi y dén dong tac cta nguoi khac ca."
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"Y anh la gi?"

"Ellery, cau cam coc ca phé trwdc tién, nhan Iic khong ai chui y, cau
bod thuéc déc vao mot coc bén canh thi chang khé gi. Thé nao, nha o
thuat?"

" Ha ha... vay la anh c6 nhan ra diém nay." Mot nu cudi cay dang hién
trén khuén mat binh tinh caa Ellery. "T6i chi c6 thé néi la tdi khong lam
thé."

"Chung t6i khong thé hoan toan tin 16i cau. Nhung van con cé nhitng
kha nang khac nita, vi du, Carr da ng6 doc trede khi uong ca phé."

"Mot loai thu6c doc tac dung cham."
"Chinh xac!"

"Thé thi, anh chinh la nguwdi dang nghi nhat, 6ng bac si a! Nguwoi binh
thwong thi khé ma kiém ra thuéc doc nhw thach tin hay ma tién, nhung anh
hoc Y, Van hoc Khoa hoc ty nhién, Agatha hoc Dugc thi sao? Toi va
Leroux déu hoc Khoa hoc xa hoi, chwa tirng biét t&i phong thi nghiém véi
may thit thuoéc doc nguy hiém."

"Néu cb y, thi ai cling c6 thé trom ching cd. An ninh cia phong
nghién cttu va phong thi nghiém trong trwong ctia ching ta rat léng 1éo.
Khoa Nong nghiép va Ki thuat cling vay. Chi can cau gia bo minh & khoa
do la ra vao thodi mai. Ma chang phai, Ellery, chinh cau ti'ng néi c6 quan
hé v&i mot nha thu6ce trong thanh pho O do thoi."

Ellery khé huyt sdo, "Tri nhé cta anh quéa khong t6i!"

"Thye ra thi, lic nay ban chuyén thuéc doc dén tir dau ciing chang cé
y nghia gi." Poe tr tir reén nguwdi vé phia trwde. "Ngoai ra con mot cach
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dau doc nita. Khong thé tin 1a moi nguwdi chwa nghi dén. D6 1a boi thude
doc vao cdc tir trede. Va néu thé, thi ai cling & trong dién tinh nghi."

"Co ly day!" Ellery hat m@ toc ra sau, tim tim cwoi.

Agatha bdi r6i nhin cau, "Cau da nghi dén, phai khong Ellery?"
"Puong nhien. Pung coi thwong toi chi."

"Thé ma cau van nghi t6i 1a hung tha."

"Toi dinh noi sau cung va tréu choc moi nguoi chut thoi."

"Cau that xau xa."

"Chting ta dang 1am vao tinh thé rat khong binh thwong, nén cdu chang
thé ki vong t6i hanh x binh thuong dugc."

"Cau..."

"Du sao thi, Agatha, t6i mudn hoi cau mét chuyén."

"Gl nita day?"

"Chi dé kiém tra théi. Trwdc khi pha ca phé, cau cé rita coc khong?"
"Khong."

"Lan cudi cung rita coc, la khi nao?"

"Chung ta da uéng tra khi di quanh dao vé, nh¢ chit? Udng xong thi
t0i rita coc chén roéi dat 1én ké bép."

"Cung vdi chiéc coc cua Orczy?"
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"Khong! Coc cua Orczy t6i da cat vao ta bat dia, toi khéng con can
dam dé nhin né nita..."

"Xem ra, kha nang boi thuoéc doc vao coc la rat 1é6n. Chi don gidn vao
bép, boi thudc 1én mat chiéc coe. Ai cling cé thé lam."

"Nhung, Ellery..." Leroux n6i. "Néu thé thi hung thu lam sao phan biét
duwgc coc tam thuée doc? Chung ta déu uong ca phé..."

"Han phdi c6 mét dau hiéu nao do."
"Dau hiéu?"

"Pung! Vi du mdt cai cdc nao dob bi st hodac mau men khac biét déi
chit..." Ellery n6i, roi cam chiéc c6c xanh réu ma Carr da uong, dwa 1én
nhin.

"Thay gi khong?"

"Poi chiit da... O, la that day." Ellery nghiéng dau ngac nhién, roi dwa
coc cho Leroux. "Cau ciling xem di. Du t6i khong nhan ra diém khac biét
nao ca."

"That sao?"

"Khong cé du chi 1a mot vét niit nho sao?" Agatha haéi.
"Khong cé. Khong thay gi hét. Soi kinh Iip thi may ra."
"Pung dua nita. Pura toi xem nao?"

Cai coc dugce chuyén qua Agatga.

"Pung thé. Khong c6 dau hiéu gi la."

"Vay thi, sé phu dinh kha nang béi thuoc doc tir truede a?"
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Ellery van vé téc mai, khong sao hiéu noi, "Nhw vay chi con lai ba kha
nang. Hung thu 1a Agatha, hodc t6i, hodc ai d6 cho Carr uéng thuéc doc tac
dung cham tu trudce.”

"Tém lai, ching ta phdi khong thé xac dinh dwgc hung tha." Poe noi.

Agatha xem xong, dat chiéc coc Ién ban. Ellery lai cam lén va nhin
ngam that ki.

"Gia st hung thu dén tir bén ngoai, thi c6c nao ma chang dwgc?"
"Anh noi gi co, Ellery?"

"Khong c6 gi..." Ellery quay mat di. "T6i van dang ban khoan vé dong
co. Toi nghi chiing ta cé thé két luan ké sat hai Orczy, Carr va ké da chuan
bi nhitng miéng nhwya kia 1a mét! Cé nghia han hodc & ta thyc sy muon 14y
mang nam nguoi trong s6 ching ta ngay trén hon ddo nay. Nam, trtv khi
'Tham ti' cudi cung cling trd thanh 'Nan nhan thi sau'.

"Nhung mot dong co cho tat ca..." Leroux bat lyc lac dau.
"Phdi c6 mot dong co." Ellery khang dinh. "Du c6 ki quac dén dau."

s n

"Han la mot ké dién khung, mat tri." Agatha rit 1én gay gat. "Lam sao
ching ta c6 thé hiéu duoc logic cua ké dién chi."

"Mat tri..." Ellery nhac lai. Cau gio tay trai l1én xem dong ho. "Gan
sang roi. Chung ta nén lam gi day?"

"Can di nga. Sé chang nghi ra gi dau khi tat cd déu mét moi thé nay."

"Toi cling nghi nhv Poe. Khong sao tiép tuc duwgc nita." Ellery dui
mat, loang choang ding lén va budc vé phong minh.
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"Khoan da, Ellery." Poe noi vdi theo. "Chung ta ngu cung nhau khong
phai sé t6t hon sao?"

"Khong, t6i khong muon." Agatha hodng hét nhin moi ngudi. "Néu
hung thu nam ngay canh t6i thi sao? Chi can vuon tay ra la that c6 dugc.
Duy diéu do6 thdi cling da khién t6i khiép sg r6i."

"Khong ai dai gi giét ngwdi nam ngay canh minh, sé bi bat qua tang
ngay!"

"Anh c6 thé dam bao khong, Poe? Néu chiing ta déu bi giét trudc khi
bat dwgc han thi sao!" Agatha rom rém nwéc mat ditng day, day ghé cta
minh vao cho cdi.

"Khoan da Agatha."
"Khong! Toi khong thé tin bat cit ai."

Agatha chay nhw bay vé phong. Poe thd dai thwon thuot, 1ang 18 nhin
theo.

"C6 ay sap suy sup dén noi!"

"Clng la 1€ ty nhien." Ellery mét moi nhan vai. "Thyc tinh, tam trang
t0i cling nhw Agatha, t6i mu6n ngti mot minh."

"T6i cling thé." Leroux thém vao. Sau cap kinh, d6i mat cau dé ngau.
Van ciing roi di. Poe vudt mai téc, nhac nh@, "Nhé khoa ctra day!"

"Moi ngudi biét ma." Ellery thodng nhin vé phia hai canh ctta sdnh
trwde. "Toi cling khong mudn chét.”
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Chwong 6: Ngay Thit Ba - Pat Lién
Hoang hén budng xudng.

Bong t6i dan dan bao trum mat bién. Kawaminami ditng trén dé, cham
chu nhin ra hon dao xa mo nhu dang rap ron trén mdt nwdc. Shimada
Kiyoshi cii xudng vui dua cung may dita tré dang cau ca.

Cudi cung, ho da dén quan S.

Liéu 6ng Nakamura Seiji c6 con song? Ho tdi day, hy vong tim dugc
chit manh moi dé tra 16i cho cau hoi toi qua. Va tién thé cd hai cling mudn
thit lam nhin Giac Pao.

Sau ntta ngay tro chuyén véi nguoi dan dia phwong va phuong chai
lwdi, ho chi thu lvgm dugec mot mé chuyén ma quy na nd nhw nhau. Chang
c6 gi giup cudc diéu tra tién trién, hai nguwoi quyét dinh xudng bén cang
nghi ngoi chdc lat.

Kawaminami ngdm diéu thudc, ng6i dudi chan trén dé. Tiéng song
bién 6n ao ddi lai. Duwéi kia, Shimada dong bo quan jean va do khoac xanh
14 dang khua chan mua tay, khodi chi cam can cau mugn dwogc tir bon tré,
that chang giong mot nguwdi dan 6ng gan bon muoi tudi dau.

"Pung la m6t quai nhan." Kawaminami tham nghi. R6i nhé lai toi
hom qua Shimada va Morisu bong dung khé chiu véi nhau, cau thé dai
ngao ngan.
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Tinh cach hai nguwdi hoan toan doi lap. Néu hinh dung Shimada la

oA

"dwong" thi Morisu la "am". DuGi géc nhin day noi tam va ditng dan cta
Morisu, mot ké chi di theo tiéng goi cia ban nang va cam hitng nhu
Shimada chang khac nao ga phoi bo 1am chuyén! Shimada 16n tu6i hon han
Morisu va Kawaminami. Han diéu d6 cang khién Morisu phat cdu. Con
Shimada thi that vong tréc 16i cw x qua chuan muyc ctia Morisu nén mat
hét ca thu vui dua.

"Anh Shimada, ching ta di th6i!" Kawaminami goi. "Phai mat mot gio
nita m@Gi vé dén nha!"

"DLI’GC ! "
Shimada tra can cau cho bon tré, vay tay chao, roi chay ao lén dé.
"Anh rat thich tré con thi phai?"

"A. U." Shimada d4p ching hé ngan ngai. "Cau khong nghi tudi tré
that tuyét voi sao?"

Ca hai sanh vai buéc trén con duwong nhé bén trién dé.
"R6t cudc chang thu hoach duwoc gi."

"Thé u?" Shimada cudi toe toét. "Ciling lwgm duwgc vai cau chuyén ma
quy ma, phai khong?"

"mdy chuyén d6 & dau chang thdy. Ci¢ c6 ngudi chét mét cach la
thuwong la lai ndy ra may 16i don thoi nham nhi."

"T6i khong cho 1a vay. Rat cé thé sy that an gidu dau d6 duwdi 16p man
ki qudc nay."

Bén duong c6 mot thanh nién khoe manh, da ngam ngam, c6 1é chua
dén 20 tudi, dang miét mai ngo6i sita lwgi. Trong cau ta that hon nhién, hang
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hai lam viéc.

"Conan, t0i chi c6 thé hi vong cac ban cua cau, cac ban cii ngay trudc,
khong bi hon ma trén Giac Bdo lam phién."

"Y anh la gi?"

"T6i mudn noi 1a, hon ma trén Giac Péo chang phai ai khac chinh la
ong Nakamura Seiji qua c6. Nhung 6ng dy van con song, va & trén dé. Cac
ban cii cta cau lai dung dung kéo len dao choi!"

"Nhung..."

"Xin héi..." Mot giong nguoi la vang 1én tw phia sau, cat ngang cugc
tro chuyén. Ho ngac nhién ngoanh lai. Thi ra 1a cau thanh nién dang ngoi
va ludi.

"Hai anh quen nhitng sinh vién 1én ddo a?" Cau ta 16n tiéng hoi, tay
van cam tam lwgi danh ca.

"Pung vay!" Shimada ngay lap tic tra 16i va chay trd lai cho cau ta.
"Em biét ho a?"

"Em va b6é em chd cac anh chi ay 1én ddo. Thit Ba tuan sau lai dén don
ho tré ve."

"Thu vi day!" Giong Shimada phan chan han Ién, anh ng6i xuéng bén
canh cdu ta. "Nay, em c6 cam thay ho c6 diéu gi bat thwong khong?"

"Khong han. Ho rat hao hing, ngbi trén thuyén néi cuwoi vui vé.
Nhung em khong thé hiéu noi, 1én dao dy thi vui cai noi gi?"

Tui néi nang hoi vung vé nhung 4nh mat cau hét sitc than thién. Cau
vO mai téc ngan dinh bét trén dau, mim cuwdi dé 16 ham rang trang sang.
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"Céac anh di diéu tra vé chuyén hon ma a?"

"U... kiéu kiéu vay! Em da bao gid nhin thdy hon ma trén dao dy
chua?"

"Chwa! D6 chang qua la don dai vé van, em khong bao gio tin may
chuyén quai vat nay no."

"Quai vat va hon ma la hai thé khac nhau."

"vay a?"

"Em c6 biét d6 la hon ma cua ai khong?"

"Chac la 6ng Nakamura Seiji. Cling c6 ngwdi néi do la vg ong ay."
"Em c6 khi nao nghi rang 6ng ta van con song trén dao ay khong?"
Chang trai tré tron mat ngac nhién.

"Con song u? Pa chét réi kia ma? Cho nén mdi bién thanh hon ma."

"C6 1€ 6ng ta chwra chét." Shimada Inghiém trang néi. "Vi du, c6 nguoi
nhin thdy anh den trong Thap Giac Quan. Cé thé la do 6ng Nakamura Seiji
thap 1én. Cé ngwoi con nhin thdy ong ta, c6 1é khong phai hon ma ma la
nguoi that. Nhw vay thuce té€ hon phai khéng? Mot chiéc xuong may dén gan
dao da bi danh chim, phai chang 6ng Nakamura Seiji sg bi 10 mat, nén phai
giét cac nguwoi dan dé diét khau?"

"Anh that la hai hwéc." Cau tac lwdi thich thia. "Nhuwng mady chuyén vé
xuong may khong ding dau. Chinh mat em nhin thay xu6ng lat ma."

"Sao co?"
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"Hom 4y song rat cao. Em da nhin thdy va con canh bao ho, rang
quanh ddo chang c6 gi hét ngoai vai con ca nhé. Nhung chang ai nghe. Vira
mdi ra khoi cang, tham chi con chwa dén gan Gidp Dao thi da bi séng danh
1at thuyén. Mdy ngudi gia bao rang la do hon ma tac oai tac quai, nhung do
chi 1a tai nan ma théi. Con chuyén ma giét ngu dan 4y, thi thyc ra khong ai
chét ca, ho déu dugc ctru 1én ngay."

Kawaminami ndy gio van ditng yén nghe ho néi chuyén, bong bat
cwdi. Shimada biu méi. "Thoi dugc, trd lai chuyén céi thuyén sau. Nhung
dén gio, t6i van nghi 6ng Nakamura Seiji c6 thé van con song."

"Con song va & trén Gidc Pdo sao? Vay ong ta an gi?"

"Ong ta c6 thé gidu xudng may dau dé, thinh thodng ra ngoai va du tri
thirc an."

"A..." Cau trai tré ludng lu.
"Em cho rang khong thé a?"

"Ke€ ra thi... budi t6i 1én bo ti* phia sau miii J, khong phai la khong thé.
Chang c6 ai dén d6. Nhung néu 6ng ta ci dau thuyén ¢ day thi han ai dé sé
phat hién ra chg?"

"Ong ta gidu di. Du sao thi, néu khong cé bdo 16n, mdt chiéc xudng
mady du dé vugt bién sang dao chi?"

"A vang. Thoi tiét nhw bay gid, tham chi 1a thuyén gdn may bén ngoai
cling dung tot."

"T6i hiéu roi. Ha ha!" Shimada dac y dirng 1én. "Rat cdAm on em da
cho toi biét nhiéu thong tin gia tri."

"Thé a? Anh that vui tinh."
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Shimada vay tay chao cau trai tré, ham hd di vé cho do xe.
Kawaminami phai rdo buéc mai theo kip.

"Conan thay sao?" Shimada cwdi. "Boi thu phai khong?"

Kawaminami khong chac phan nao trong cau chuyén vira r6i cé thé
goi la "boi thu". Nhung ré rang Shimada khong néi vé kha nang Seiji con
song.

"Vang." Cau mién cudng dap.

Nhung du anh dy dang nghi gi... bdy ngudi ho dang & trén hon dao tai
wong. Liéu diéu toi té nhat nao cé thé xdy ra?

Kawaminami tham nghi, ngam nhin 4nh ta dwong le 16i phia chan troi.

Pang xa, Giac Pao den m& dang dan chim vao bong toi.
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Chuong 7: Ngay Thit Tu - Pao [1]
Co tiéng néi vong dén.

Khong 6n ao, khéng & gan day. Giong noi va ngit diéu quen thudc.
Tiéng séng vd 1i rdo nghe nhw nhac nén. Séng w? A, phai roi, 1a tiéng
song...

Cau cham rai kéo minh ra khéi gidc ngu. Va roi...

Cau md mat, choang day trén chiéc givong am moc. Cau mo mam tim
kinh roi lai nam xudng, ngra mdt nhin 1én. Tran nha trang tinh. Cau thé dai
mét moi.

Minh dang ¢ Thap Giac Quan.

Hai bén thai duwong giat manh, vo s6 hinh anh cau khong mu6n nhé
dén lai dua nhau troi day.

Cau tw tr lac dau, ngo6i day va xudng givong, 16ng ngong thay quan
do. Ro6i cau budc dén ctra sb, go chiéc that lwng thit hai canh, m& nét ctra
kinh va ctra chdp.

Bén ngoai la bai ¢6 dai um tum va nhitng cay thong nghiéng nga. Bau
troi xam xit nhw mau muc loang.

Cau nang nhoc gio hai canh tay lén, hit mot hoi that sau, tan huvéng
chut khong khi trong lanh. R6i cdu déng ctra s6, chot mot 1an nita va 13y
day lung thit ctra lai. Sau d6 budc ra khoéi phong.

https://thuviensach.vn



Ellery va Van dang noéi chuyén ¢ dai sanh. Agatha va Poe cling da day,
dang Idi hdi trong bép.

"Chao bu6i sang, Leroux! Murng vi thdy cau binh yén!" Ellery nghiém
tic noi, roi tré tay vé phia goc nhé sau luwng Leroux.

"Gi thée?"
Leroux ngoanh lai, chinh kinh, cham chd nhin va bat ngd nhan ra:
Nan nhan thi hai

D6 1a cira phong Carr. Cling nhu véi Orczy, tdm bién dugc treo ngang
tam mat, de l1én manh gidy dé tén cau.

"Tén hung thu nay lam viéc rat bai ban, thyc sy dang né."

Leroux lui lai, quay nhin Ellery dang ngo6i trén mot chiéc ghé, hai chan
bat tréo.

"Anh da dé cac miéng nhwa con lai vao ngan kéo ta bép roi phai
khong?"

"U. Chic giai quyét ludn cho xong."

Ellery ldy may miéng nhya roi dat lén ban va day dén trudc mat
Leroux. Leroux dém, van con sau miéng.

"Thé nay..."

"Cau thay day, miéng nhya 'Nan nhan th hai' van con day. Hung tha
that chu dao, han biét ching ta sé dé y dén may miéng nhwa khi chuyén nay
xdy ra nén da chuan bi thém mdt bo. Con diéu nay nita, nhung ta nén giit
kin v@i Agatha..." Ellery noi nho va ra hiéu cho Leroux.

https://thuviensach.vn



"Gitt kin, tai sao?"

"Néu khong khéo, Agatha c6 thé sé tré nén vo cung kich dong. Su
viéc xdy ra khi c6 dy chwa day. Van, Poe va t6i da ban bac nhat tri 1a khong
cho Agatha biét chuyén."

"Xay ra chuyén gi thé?"
"Cau doan xem?"
"T6i chiu thoi."

"Poe phat hién ra trudc tién. Lic gan trwa, khi nga ddy, anh dy vao nha
tam rira mat thi chot nhin thay trong bén tam..."

"Co6 thir gi?"

"Mot canh tay mau me dam dia."

"Gl co?!" Leroux dua tay bit miéng. "Cua Orczy?"

"Khong. Khong phai cta Orczy."

"Thé la cua ai?"

"Cua Carr. Canh ray trai ctia Carr bi cat lia roi ném vao bon tam."
"Khong thé nao."

"Chac hung tha doi ching ta ngh say ré6i hanh dong liuc sang nay.
Phong ctia Carr khong khoa, rat dé dang 1én vao ma cat canh tay. Chi can
du thoi gian, ngay Agatha cling cé thé lam dugc."

"Canh tay hién dang & dau?"
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"Pem trd lai giwdng cta Carr roi. Chwa rd bao gid canh sat dén, chiing
ta cing khong thé c viit ¢ dé."

"Nhung, tai sao..." Leroux bop tran. "Tai sao hung thu lai lam thé?"
"U, tai sao nhi?"
"Van la 16i 'm6 phong' phai khong? Nhung du vay..."

Agatha va Poe tir trong bép di ra, chuan bj ban dn. C6 mi Y, banh mi
bo, xa lat khoai tay va xup.

Leroux ngo6i xuong va nhin dong ho deo tay. Pa gan 3 gid chiéu.

Ca ngay hom qua chi an mot bira, gio' cau da doi meo, nhung lai chang
muon dung diia.

"Leroux! Poe da giam sat cd qua trinh t6i ndu nwéng, cau co6 thé yén
tdm ma an di! Bat dia thia déu da rtra lai mot lwot roi. Hay cau nghi Poe va
toi la dong pham chi?" Agatha mia mai.
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An xong bita trita mudén mang, ca ndm ngudi cung di ra phé tich Lam

Oc.

Manh dat moi chiéu tram mét, chi toan dat bui va gach ngéi chat
chong, bon bé la rirtng thong xanh sam, trong d6 c6 vo s6 cdy da héo kho
den xin. Dwdi bau troi day may la mat bién am u...

Tat ca déu nang né, t6i sam, khién ngwdi ta chi muon pha lén trén mot
16p son trang, dé lam mdi lai.

Néu & phia Tay khu vyrc do nat nay, ditng trén vach da khong cao lam,
c6 thé nhin thdy miii J & bo bén kia. Rirng thong bao quanh chtra ra mét 16i
mon dan xuong bai da.

Ho ding trén dinh vach da, cang mat tim bong dang thuyén bé quanh
day. Riéng Ellery van lui hdi lung suc thi gi dé trén bai d6 nat. Cau bong
da phai hon gach v& va ngo6i thup xudng.

"Ellery, cau dang lam gi thé?" Van l6n tiéng goi.

"Tim kiém." Ellery ngang 1én mim cuoi.

"Tim cai gi?"

"Hom qua t6i ndi r6i ma: ham ngam. C6 thé & day c6 mét cai."

Bo6n ngwoi doang dirng trén cao dwa mat nhin nhau, roéi cung cham rai
di xudéng, vay quanh Ellery dang ngo6i giitta dong gach ngdi.

"O nay..."
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Ellery 1am bam, dat tay 1én mot tdim go vd, den thui, chitng mot mét
vuong.

"Hinh nhw n6 da bi ai dé dich chuyén."

Chac day la mot birc vach ngan, da bi chdy, xung quanh la may vién
gach men mau xanh. Ellery nhac manh van 1én khong may kho khan.

"Thay roi!" Cau hao hitng reo 1én.

Tredc mat la mét cai hoc vudng vire, t6i tam. Nhitng bac da di xuéng
bén dwéi. Khong con nghi ngo gi nita, day la cita vao ham ngam cta Lam
Oc.

Ellery lat manh van sang mot bén, nhanh nhen luc tii 4o 1ay chiéc dén
pin r6i lap titc buwdc xudng.

"Can than! Coi chirng bi sap." Poe lo lang noi.
"Hiéu roi, khong s..."

Chwa néi hét cau thi "ram..." Ellery 18p titc ngd nhao xu6éng dudi, kinh
hai kéu thét 1én. Cau bién mat trong cai hoc toi den.

"Ellery!"

"Ellery?"

"Cau c0 sao khong, Ellery?"

Ca bon nguwoi kéu 1én. Van lam le dinh nhdy xudng theo.

"Khoan da, Van! Hép tap xuéng dé thi qua nguy hiém." Poe hét 1én
ngan lai.

"Nhung, anh..."
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"Taoi di trude!™

Poe ném bé diéu thudc 1a dang cam, lan tdi 4o lay ra cay penlight(*),
roi than trong dat chan xuéng bac thang.

(*) penlight: loai dén cé hinh dang nhw cay but, thuwong dugce dung dé
soi dong tir trong y té.

"Ellery?"
Khong tra 10i.

Poe kéu len, nhung khong mot 1oi dap. Cau ben lom khom buéc
xuong thém hai bac, roi dot nhién dirng lai.

"0 day c6..." Poe titc gian rit 1én. "Mot soi ddy cwc manh, xem chitng
Ellery da vap phai né."

Néu khong quan sat ki thi khéng thé phat hién ra mot sgi day cwdc
chang ngang hai bén vach cau thang, do cao gan dén dau g6i ngudi tredng
thanh.

Poe than trong buwéc qua sgi day roi tiép tuc bwdc xudng. Trong
khoang t6i den phia trudc, cau thdy mot vang sang. D6 la anh dén pin cta
Ellery.

"Van, Leroux, mau xudng day! Pi can than kéo vap nga! Ellery..."

Ellery nam guc dwéi chan cau thang. Poe nhdt dén pin 1én, soi duong
cho Van va Leroux di xu6ng.
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"Ellery, cau c6 sao khong?"

"T6i 6n," Ellery dap, chan van du6i dudi nén bé tong. Nhung réi cau
rén ri va chop lay mat ca chan. "C6 1é bi bong gan r6i."

"Pau c6 bi thuwong khong?"

"Khong ro nita."

Van va Leroux cling da t6i.

"Nao, giup toi mot tay!" Poe d& 1ay canh tay Ellery.

"Khoan da, Poe." Ellery buc bdi c6 ditng day. "T6i khong sao. Hay
kiém tra thir tang ham trudc da."

Leroux 14y dén pin t& Poe va soi khap can phong mot luot.

Can ham nay rong tam muwdi chiéu tatami, bon birc twong va tran déu
bang bé téng. Phia trén cé vai duwong ong, dwdi san c6 mot may phat dién,

ngoai ra khéng cé gi dang chu y. M6t s6 manh van, chai lo, do hop, thung
nuwdc, gié lau... nam rai rac dé day.

"Ellery, anb ciling thdy ddy, trong nay chang cé gi khac thuwong ca."
"Hoan toan khong c6 gi sao?" Ellery lam bam.

Van va Leroux do Ellery. Déi theo anh dén pin, cau nhin khap can
phong.

"Khong thé khong c6 gi, Leroux, kiém tra nén nha xem sao."
Leroux lam theo, cau lia dén pin xuéng nén mot lan nita.

"A, nhin kia..."
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Ca bon nguwoi ditng gan chan cau thang, ho nhin thdy mot khoang hinh
ban nguyét ban kinh chiwng hai mét, khong c6 vat gi ben trén, va ki la &
cho, ca hai gian ham déu rat bui bam nhwng riéng vanh ban nguyét nay lai
rat sach sé.

"C4c cau co6 thay rat khong binh thwong khong? Xem ra, c6 ngudoi da
quét don cho nay." Nu cuwdi nd trén khuon mat tai nhot cia Ellery, chang
hop chut nao vdi hoan canh.

"Cé ngudi ¢ day."
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" Khong c6 gi dang ngai, dau khéng bi thwong." Poe néi roi kiém tra
chan Ellery. "Chi la may vét xay xuwdc nhe. Boi thudc it thube, qua dém la
khoi. S6 cau van con may chan, néu khong sé mat mang nhu choi”

"Luc ndy t6i 6m ngay ldy dau." Ellery mim moi. "That 1a bé mat! Ta6i
da hap tap chu quan, qua dé dang mac bay han."

Ca 5 nguoi tréd vé Thap Giac Quan.

Ellery ng6i twa vao tuwong, dudi hai chan Poe dé kiém tra lai. Ba nguoi
kia thi chang thiét ngo6i, lo lang dirng nhin.

"Chuing ta phdi chot chét ctra chinh tit bén trong, nhat 1a sau khi troi
tat nang thi tuyét déi khong ra ngoai. C6 ké dang rinh rdp ham hai chiing

ta.

"Nhung, Ellery, toi van khong thé tin n6i!" Agatha ban khoan. Trén
duomg quay ve tir Lam Oc, c6 da dwoc nghe ké lai gia thuyét caa Ellery vé
viéc ong Seiji con séng. "Ong ta van con séng a? Co thé nhu thé khong?"

"Tang ham do6 da dé chitng minh, t6i nghi vay. Chi it khang dinh duoc
c6 nguwoi an nau dudi do. Han ta cling doan biét sé c6 ngay ching ta phat
hién ra nén b tri sgi day cwdc ngan chan. Thiéu chat nita, toi da bién thanh
man nhan thit ba'!"

"Ok, da xong, Ellery." Poe bang bo chan cho Ellery xong, khé go vao
mat ca. "T6i nay di lai it thoi."

"Cam on bac si... Anh di dau thé?"
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"T6i muon kiém tra mot thi."

Poe rdo buéc di qua ctra chinh ra sdnh ngoai. Chwa day 1 phtt sau, cau
da quay vao.

"Puing nhw t6i nghi. Xin 16i cu..." Poe gan giong.
"Gl thé?"

"Sgi day cudc luc nay, la do t6i dem dén."

"Pem dén nghia la sao?"

"Day cau ca. Khi dén day, toi da dat can & sanh tredc. Sgi cude to nhat
khong thay dau nira!"

"Thi ra la vay." Ellery dudi chan trai xuéng san, hai tay 6m dau goi.
"Ctra chinh khong khoa, Seiji hay bat ct ai déu c6 thé tuy y ra vao va dé
dang lay mat day cau."

"Nhung, Ellery... " Poe ng6i xudng ghé va cham mot diéu thudc. "Toi
nghi cau khong nén khang dinh rang ong Seiji van con song va chinh la
hung tha."

"Anh khong tan thanh a?"

"T6i khéng phu nhan kha nang dé nhung trong tinh thé nay ta chwa thé
chac chan diéu gi."

"Hirm." Ellery van ngoi twa vao twong, ngang lén nhin khuon mat rau
ria cua Poe. "C6 vé nhu bac si mudn hung thti nam trong néi bo chiing ta."

"T6i khong mong nhu thé, t6i chi nghi ngo théi. Ellery, t6i dé nghi
ching ta cung kiém tra phong ctia tttng nguoi."
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"Kiém tra cac vat dung tuy than a?"

"Pung! Bén nguwdi hung tht phdi c6 mot s6 miéng ngwa dy bao giét
nguwoi, tay trai ctia Orczy, dao kéo, va rat c6 thé van con sét thudc doc nira."

"Dé nghi rat c6 ly, nhung Poe, giad st anh la hung thu, liéu anh cé cét
cac vat pham dang ngo trong phong minh khong? Con v6 khoi cho kin déo
an toan khac."

"Chi dé chac chan théi."
"Poe!" Van lén tiéng. "T6i cho rang cach lam nay lai cang nguy hiém."
"Cang nguy hiém?"

"Néu hung thu la mot trong sé chung ta, thi han c6 chiu hgp tac dé
cung kiém tra cac phong khong? Lam thé con tao cho han co hoi dé vao
phong nguwoi khac."

"Van néi dung." Agatha kién quyét ndi. "T6i khong muon bat c ai
vao phong t6i. Nhd dau hung tha thita co cai cdc miéng nhwa hodc thit gi
do6 hay giang bay nira."

"Leroux, cau nghi sao?" Poe nghiem nghi hoi.

"T6i khong thé chiu dung cdi noi quy quai nay thém dugc nita."
Leroux nhin xuéng san, khé lac dau. "May hém trudc, ai dé néi la nhin 1én
twong thi hoa mat chéng mdt. Khong chi thé dau, gio dau o6c toi cling khong
con tinh tao..."
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"Tim mu6i a? Ban ndy cau dé & kia kia!" Van ngap ngitng n6i khi thay
Agatha bdi r6i nhin quanh Iic dang ném stp.

"Quan sat ky day. Hoan thanh t6t nhiém vu ctia nguoi canh gitt." Co
ngoanh sang, tron mat ngac nhién, giong mia mai nhung chang con chut
sttc Iwc nao. Hai quang tham hién ré duwdi mat.

Ca hai dang & trong bép ctia Thap Giac Quan.

Agatha dem ngon dén dau ngoai dai sanh nao va chuan bi niu bita toi,
con Van ditng bén theo doi titng dong tac ctia co. Ba ngwoi con lai ngoi
phia ngoai, thi thodng nhin vao bép qua canh ctta mé rong.

Agatha ludn tay ban ron, c6 gang xua moi chuyén ra khéi dau. Nhung
cac dong tac ct I16n xon ling ting, phai tim hét thit nay dén thit khac.

"Puong ¢ day nay, Agatha."

Van nhac lan nita. Agatha rung minh, tritng mat nhin cau.

"Pu roi day!" C6 vuot mai toéc da duwge quan khan cho gon, giong gay
gat. "Da khong yén tam vGi cac moén toi nau, sao cac nguoi khong di ma an
do hop?!"

"Agatha, toi khong c6 y do."

"Qua du roi!"

Agatha ném chiéc dia nho vé phia Van, dia xet qua tay cau vang vao tu

lanh, v& choang. Ba nguoi kia nghe thay tiéng dong véi chay vao.
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"T6i biét toi khong phai hung thu!" Agatha siét chat hai tay, hét lac ca
giong, toan than co6 run ban bat. "Hung tha 1a mot trong s6 cac nguwoi! Lai
con gid vo giam sat t6i a? Toi tuyét doi khong phdi hung tha!"

"Agatha!" Ellery va Poe cung goi to.

"Cai gi? Du cac nguoi da giam sat toi thi gia st ai d6 an xong trung
doc chét, cac nguoi van c nghi toi da gid thu doan, roi sé xum lai két luan
toi 1a hung tha!"

"Binh tinh lai di, Agatha!" Poe lanh ling n6i, buwdc mot buwdc vé phia
co. "Khong ai muon lam thé nay ca. Hay binh tinh mot chut!™

"DPing lai gan t6i." Agatha sg hai lui lai. "Tranh xa ra. T6i hiéu roi,
cac ngwoi cung mot giudc, bon ngwoi théng dong véi nhau giét Orczy va
Carr, tiép theo sé dén luot téi chi gi?

"Agatha, binh tinh di!"

"Cac nguoi qua mong t6i 1a hung tha, thé thi t6i sé lam hung thta cho
cac nguoi xem! Dung thé, tdi la ké sat nhan thi sé khong tr¢ thanh nguwdi bi
hai ntta! Orczy dang thwong, Carrtdi nghiép! Pung, toi la hung thu, toi da
giét hai mang, bay gio toi sé giét not cac nguoi!"

Agatha hoan toan mat tri, hai tay hai chan khua loan xa. Bon nguoi kia
phai vat va 1am mdi ghi lai duoc, 16i ra dai sanh r6i an c6 ngoi 1én ghé.

"To6i khong chiu néi nita, khong chiu néi nita..." Agatha bat lyc, hai
vai rii xuéng, than thd nhin vao khoang khong. R6i ¢6 guc xudng ban, toan
than run rdy. "Cho t6i vé nha, t6i cau xin cac nguoi... tdi mét qua roi, toi
muon veé nha..."

"Agatha...”
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"Vé nha, téi muodn vé nha, toi sé boi veé..."

"Agatha, hdy binh tinh, hit th& that sau." Poe néi, vO vé lung co.
"Agatha, khong ai coi cau la hung thu ca. Khong ai giét cau ca."

Agatha nhu mot diva tré dang gian doi, vui mat xuong ban va khong
ngGt nhac di nhac lai "Vé nha, vé nha..." r6i co6 khéc that thit.

HOoi l1au sau c6 bong ngang lén, giong khan di, nhu mot cai may vo
cam. " T6i vao nau com."

"Khong sao dau. Chung toi sé lam, cau c& nghi di."

"Khong." Agatha hat tay Poe ra. "T6i khong phai hung thu."
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Lic an t6i, khong ai néi mot cau.

Néu md& miéng, khé ma khong dung cham dén sw viéc, nén ho danh im
lang dé né tranh thyc té€ day nguy co rinh rap. Bong thoi, cling tranh kich
thich than kinh Agatha.

"Agatha khong phdi lam gi hét, vao nghi ngoi di." Poe nhe nhang ndi.
Agatha cham diéu thu6c (moi ngay c6 van tranh hit tredc mat moi nguoi).
Co6 do dan nhin Poe.

"Néu khong ngu dugec, thi toi c6 thude. Cau lay vai vién roi 1én giwong
nghi di."

Mot anh nhin canh gidc vut hién trong mat cd, "Thu6c a? Khong!"
"Pirng lo gi, chi la thudc an toan binh thuong thoi."

"T6i khéng can, tuyét doi khong can!"

"Pugc! Thé thi... Agatha... "

Poe md tui vai treo sau ghé, 1ay ra mot 1o nhd, ro6i doc hai vién thude
mau trang lén ban tay. Cau bé déi va dwa hai manh cho Agatha.

"Toi sé€ uong tredc mat cau. Cau yén tam chi?"
Agatha lang I€ nhin vién thudc trén tay, khé gat dau.

"T6t r6i, ngoan lam!"
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Khuon mat day rau ria cia Poe thoang nét cudi vung vé, roi cau nuot
vién thudc.

"Thay chwa? Khong van dé gi. Bén lugt cau."”
"Chi la toi khong sao ngu dugc... "
"Ciing dé hiéu thoi, than kinh cang thang qua ma!"

"Sang nay bén tai t6i ci vang lén tiéng rén cua Carr, sau do, vira chop
mat thi lai nghe thay tiéng dong la bén phong Carr."

"Hiéu ro6i. Ct¢ udéng di, cau sé ngt ngon dén sang mai."
"That ch@?"

"That. S& buén ngu ngay 1ap tirc."

Agatha nham mat, nu6t vién thudc.

"Céam on... " C6 yéu 6t nhin Poe.

"Tot r6i, chic nga ngon. Agatha, nhé khéa civa nhé!"
"Um, cam on Poe."

ROi c6 di vao phong. Bon ngwoi nhin theo thd dai.

"Cach cham s6c bénh nhan an tuwgng day, Poe. Anh sé tré thanh mot
thay thudc gidi." Ellery mim cwdi, vay ban tay manh dé dang kep diéu
thuoc. "Tha khong thé tin ndi, mot ngwdi nhv Dame Agatha cua ching ta
ma cling suy sup. Ngay mai, biét ddu mot ngwoi trong ching ta lai cling trd
thanh bénh nhan ctaa anh!"

"Ellery, thoi di. Cau néi nhe nhang qua day!"
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"Thi t6i can phai néi nhe di ma." Ellery nhuin vai.

"Nghiém trong héa thi t6i cé thé sap phat dién r6i! Hom nay t6i da
suyt chét, nh& chit?"

"Biét dau, c6 thé 1a cau dien kich?"

"Gi co? Théi, cé cdu véi anh cling vo ich. Néu noi thé thi Agatha cling
c6 thé 1a dién kich!"

"Néu hung tha & trong ndi bo chiing ta, moi nguwdi déu cé kha nang
nhw nhau, khong ai khong bi nghi ngd." Van can mong tay, n6i. "Chi minh
m&i biét minh cé phai hung tha khong. Va suy cho cung, chi minh méi bao
vé dugc minh."

"Phdi... Nhung rot cudc, tai sao chuyén nay lai xdy ra co chi?" Leroux
g0 cap kinh ném xuodng ban, hai tay 6m dau.

"Nay, chac cau khong dén noi bién thanh tam than day cha?"

"T6i chang con sitc dau nita, Ellery a! Tai sao hung thu lai hanh dong
dién cuong nhw thé? Du han la ai trong ching ta, hodac la Nakamura Seiji...
thi dong co cta han la gi?" Leroux that vong tran tré.

"Pong co... " Ellery 1am bam. "Chac chan phai c6 dong co."

"T6i khong tin gia thuyét 'Nakamura Seiji 1a hung thd'." Van cau kinh
néi. "Ong ta chi séng trong tri twéng twong cia Ellery ma thdi. Ma cho du
c6 thé that, thi nhw Leroux néi day, tai sao 6ng ta phai giét ching ta? Day
dau phai tro dua!"

"Seiji..."

Keé tir hom qua, khi Ellery dwa ra suy doan Seiji van con séng, hé nhac
dén céi tén nay, Leroux déu bt rit khong yén.
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Cap kinh dé trén ban phan chiéu anh dén dau. Leroux nhin cham cham
vao dom sang nhdy nhot 4y nhw thé c6 gang tim ra th gi dé tr mé cam xtc
cua minh...

Mot manh ki Gc.

Nhung cau khong thé nhé noéi. Cong thém nhitng sy kién gan day, tat
ca cang khién cau bon chén.

Do 1a ? Leroux tiép tuc ty van trong dau.

Ki ttc gan hon, tit nhién hinh thanh ti sau khi Ién Gidc Pdo nay. Diéu
gi d6 trong tiém thitc, diéu gi do cuc ki quan trong...

Quaé du cho ngay hom nay roi, ngu thoi.

Con dau hanh ha cau tir sang, gid lai nhitc nhoi thém.
"Poe, c6 thé cho toi vai vién duoc khong?"

"Tat nhién ro6i! Nhung méi 7 gio, cau dinh di nga luén a?"
"U, t6i nhitc dau qua!"

"Thé thi t6i cling di nga vay." Poe dat ca hop thudc vao tay Leroux,
miéng van ngam diéu thudc va ditng day. "Thudc t6i uéng da cé tac dung
r6i thi phai."

"Cho ca t6i mdy vién dugc khong?" Van cling tw tir ding 1én.

"Chi mot vién la da. Kha manh ddy. Ellery thi sao?"

"T6i khong can. Toi ty nga dugc.”

Khong lau sau dd, ngon den dau trén ban phut tat, béng t6i bao trum

dai sanh Thap Giac Quan.
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Chwong 8: Ngay Thit Tw - Dat Lién [1]
"T6i di cung c6 tién khong?:" Kawaminami nhac lai.

Ho dang ngoi trén xa chay t thanh phé O huwéng vé nha ga
Kamekawa. Shimada tay nam vo lang, cham chu nhin phia tredc, gat dau.

"Khong sao ma. Chiori va cau la ban, cau lai la nan nhan cta birc thw
quai di kia. Mat khac, néu t6i tha cau xuong day thi cau cling chang vui vé
gi, phai khong?"

"U. Dung thé."
L.01 canh bao ctia Morisu toi hom kia van am anh Kawaminami.

Chi vi muon théa man tri t0 mo ctia minh, liéu ho c6 nén di sau vao
chuyén doi tv cua nguoi khac?

Shimada thi néi rang quan hé giitta anh va 6ng Nakamura Kojiro
khong c6 gi phai khach sdo, suy nghi va thai d6 ctia Morisu qua citng nhac.

Kawaminami rat hiéu tam trang ctia Shimada. Thu thuc, cau chang
thich thu gi khi Morisu thoat dau rat hao hitng tham gia tro trinh tham nay,
réi bong dung té ra thanh cao nhw vay. Nhung du sao, ba hom truéc da tdi
Nha 6ng Nakamura Kojiro, hom nay lai tro trén mo dén, cau ciing thay hoi
ay nay.

"Connan, néu cau van e ngai, thi ci gia nhu ba ngay qua ching ta da
tré thanh nhitng bang hitu than thiét. Va gio cau dang bi t6i 16i kéo du
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khong muén. Puwgc khong nao?" Shimada thang than néi.
"Qua that la mét quai nhan." Kawaminami tham nghi.

Anh ta khong chi c6 tri t0 mo manh liét ma con c6 nang lwc quan sat
nhay bén gdp tram lan Kawaminami. T6i hom kia, Morisu nhac dén gia
thuyét Ong Nakamura Seiji van con séng, nhung Shimada da nghi dén va
can nhac kha nang nay ttr 1au roi.

Sy khac biét ro rét gitta Morisu va Shimada & cho: xét tiv goc do nao
d6, Morisu la con ngudi thue té nhwng bao thi, con Shimada la cau thiéu
nién day mo mong, lang man. Anh diéu tra sy viéc ma minh hitng thd, tha
sttc phat huy tri twéng twgng, roi dwa ra mot kha nang nao do thu vi va nang
lén tam "mong tuwdng". B 1a hinh dnh anh trong mat Kawaminami.

Co 18 vi thé, véi Shimada, "mdéng twdng" va thuc té c6 khdp v6i nhau
cling chang may quan trong.

Xe r0i quoc 19, ré vao nhitng con duwdong quen thudc trong thanh pha.

Gio6 lua qua ctra kinh hoi ha xuéng, dem theo hwong vi dac trung cta
subi nwdc néng, ma moi nguwoi thwong goi la "mui tritng thoéi". Nhung
Kawaminami lai khong ghét thtt mui hydro sulfua nay.

Sau 3 gid chiéu, xe chay dén nha Nakamura Kaojiro.

"Chac hom nay anh dy c6 nha." Shimada ditng trudc cira, lam bam.
"Trewong cap ba dang nghi xuan, du c6 ghé treong thi hom nay thit By, anh
ay ciling vé tw 1au r6i. Moi ngay anh Ko hiém khi ra khéi nha."

"Anh khong goi dién trudc a?" Kawaminami hoi.
Shimada ho hitng gat dau. "Viéng tham bat chgt, anh ay lai thich."

HO."
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"Ki cuc phai khong? Tat nhién, con tuy xem khdach la ai. Nhung t6i thi
coi nhu ban chi than véi anh dy." Shimada nhay mat, tim tim cudi.

Khu vuwon da ting duge Yoshikawa Seiichi cham séc van dep mugt
ma. Nhin qua n6c nha c6 thé thay cay anh dao bén trong twong da cé vo so
nu hoa nu bu bam. Buwéc trén lat da, nhitng canh hoa thu cau la ta roi trén
val.

Lan nay, an chubng ctra, 1ap tic co tiéng dap lai.

"0, héa ra la cau, Shimada? Con kia la Kawaminami diing khong
nhi?"

Hom nay ong Kojiro dong bo rat chin chu, quan dai den, 4o soc den,
bén ngoai la ao khoac len mong mau nau nhat.

Ong khong hé ngac nhién khi thdy Kawaminami, cing nhv lan trudc,
ong mai ca hai vao can phong tatami phia trong.

Shimada ngo6i ludn xuéng chiéc ghé may dung dwa, Kawaminami lich
st cho Kojiro moi va ngbi xudng sofa.

"H6m nay c6 viéc gi a?" Ong Kojiro vira pha tra viva héi Shimada.

"C6 viéc muodn thinh gido anh." Shimada rwén nguwoi tGi trude, khuyu
tay ty 1én dau goi. "Nhung t6i mudn hdi cau nay da: cach day hai hom, anh
di dau vay?"

"Cach day hai hom a?" Ong ta bin khoan nhin Shimada. "Téi quanh
quan & nha su6t may ngay qua. Pang trong ki nghi 1é ma."

"Thé a? To6i hom 27, t6i c6 di qua day, goi cita ma khong thay ai."
"A, xin 16i. T6i dang c6 viét nét mot bai, sdp dén han phai ndop ban

thdo nén thinh thodng danh phai tir chdi nghe dién thoai hodc tiép khach.
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Puoc hai, ba hom ro6i."
"Té that, ban bé v6i nhau ma lai... "
"Xin 16i, néu biét la cau thi t6i sé ma& cira ngay."

Ong Kojiro mang tra cho ho roi ngéi xudng, doi dién véi
Kawaminami.

"Vay, cau dinh héi t6i gi thé? C4 Kawaminami cling ¢ day. Han la lién
quan dén may 14 thw mao danh 6ng anh t6i, phai khong?"

"U'! Nhung hém nay muc dich hoi khac mét chiit." Shimada hit sau va
néi tiép. "Thyc ra toi mudn hai vai diéu riéng tw vé c6 Chiori."

Kojiro dang dwa chén tra 1én moi, lap tirc dirng lai.
"Vé Chiori a?"

"T6i mudn hoi anh mot cau hoi khé nghe, dirng tttc qua ma danh t6i
nhé?" Shimada vao thang van dé. "Coé phai Chiori la con gai anh khong?"

"V van! Héi kiéu gi vay?"

Ong Kojiro 1ap titc phti nhan. Nhung Kawaminami da thdy trong mot
khoanh khac, sac mat 6ng tai nhot di.

"Vay la khong phai a?"
"Puwong nhien la khong."
"Hl"l,l.n.ll

Shimada dirng lén roi ng6i xudng bén canh Kawaminami. Kojiro
khoanh hai tay, vé khong vui. Shimada nhin cham cham vao 6ng va ndi,
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"T6i biét l1a bat lich sy, dwong nhién anh sé gian. Nhung to6i budc phai biét
sy that, co Chiori c6 phai la con gai ctia anh va ba chi dau khong?"

"Qua du réi day. Cau co6 chitng c gi khong?"
"Khong chitng ctt gi. Nhuwng moi sy viéc déu chi ra vay."
"Thoi di!"

"Hom kia toi va Conan di Ajimu gap vo cua Yoshikawa Seiichi, nguoi
lam vwon mat tich bay lau."

"Vo Yoshikawa? Dé lam gi?"

"May bitc thu de doa thoi thiic toi tim hiéu thém vé vu viéc xdy ra trén
Giac Dao nam ngoai. Chung t6i dwa ra két luan: 6ng Nakamura Seiji van
con song, va la nguoi ditng sau moi chuyén."

"Khong thé nao! Anh t6i da chét, chinh mat t6i nhin thdy thi thé."
"Thi thé da chay den phai khong?"
"Phai."

"Do 1a thi thé cta Yoshikawa Seiichi. Seiji chinh la tha pham, 6ng ta
giét vg minh va hai vg chong Kitamura, sau d6 muwgn xac Yoshikawa thé
than. Ong Seiji van con séng."

"Cau lai bat dau vién vong nhw moi khi day! Va t6i doan vi thé ma cau
cho rang t6i dan diu vé&i ba chi dau phai khong?"

"Phai." Shimada khong lui buwdce. "Seiji la hung thu, vay tai sao ong ta
phai giét bon mang nguwdi? T6i con nhd c6 lan chinh anh ké rang 6ng Seiji
yéu vo nong thdm, nhung su gin b6 dy lai khong binh thuwong. Ong Seiji
con tré ma da an cu vi muon Kazue chi thugc vé minh, rang 6ng 4y mudn
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gitt Kazue trén ddo. Thé thi, dong co duy nhat dé ty tay giét vo, chi c6 thé
la ghen tuong!"

"Nhung tai sao lai nhay sang viéc toi va chi dau co tu tinh dugc chi?"

"To6i nghe vg Yoshikawa ké Nakamura Seiji khong may thuwong yéu
con gai, nhung lai rat yéu vo. Hai diém nay qua la mau thuan di. Khong
phai diéu do6 chirng to 6ng ta khong phdi cha dé Chiori sao?"

"Anh t6i co hoi lap di mot chut."

"Lap di dén dau thi 6ng ta van yéu vg minh. Han phai c6 1y do nao do
thi ong ta méi khong yéu dita con gai do ba ay sinh ra ch&?" Shimada
khang dinh. "Va vi thé, néu gia thuyét vira roi la dung, thi nguwdi cha that sy
cta Chiori la ai? C6 vai dau hiéu dan téi anh. Mot ngudi dan 6ng tré c6 thé
tiép can vdi ba Kazue du song tréntinh cam gitta hai anh em bong tré nén
xdu di vao dung thoi diém Chiori chao doi... "

"That chang ra sao! Qua du roi, Shimada! T6i phu nhan tat ca chuyén
ndy. Khong mot diéu gi twong tw thé tirng xdy ra ca!" Ong Nakamura
Kojiro titc gidn g& cap kinh d6i mo6i xudng. "T6i nhac lai: anh trai to6i
khong con nita, 6ng ay da chét! Con t6i, khong hé lién quan gi dén sy viéc
dé." Giong ong kién dinh, nhung lai tranh cai nhin cua Shimada, hai tay
ong run run dat trén dau goi.

"Thé thi, t6i xin hoi anh mdt chuyén." Shimada noéi. "Ngay 19 thang
Chin mam ngoai, mdt ngdy trudc khi xay ra vu chdy Lam Oc trén dao, chic
anh con nhd, anh bong goi t6i dén uéng rwgu, mac du binh thudng anh
hiém khi dong dén chat con. Chiing ta da vao mdy quan va anh udng say bi
ti. T6i cho rang anh muén mwon rugu dé gidi sau."

"Vay thi sao? Cau dinh noi gi?"
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"Ubng say roi anh khoc, anh khong nhé a? T6i dwa anh vé nha, ca hai
nga vat ra di vang, nh vua khoc vira le nhe, 'Kazue, hay tha tht cho toi, tha
thit cho toi... "

"Diéu nay... " Nakamura Kojiro bién sac mat.

Shimada noi tiép, "Lic do t6i cling say nén khong may ban tam. Vao
thoi diém nghe tin vu Lam Oc, t6i lai ban tri vi vueong phai chut chuyén
phién ha. Nhung gio nhin lai thi... " Shimada th& dai thuwon thwot. "T6i
ngay 19 thang Chin ndm ngodi, anh da bién Gidc Pédo sé xdy ra bat trac
phai khong?"

"Lam sao... " Ong Kojiro quay di, tranh 4nh méit Shimada. "Lam sao
ma t6i biét dwgc mot chuyén nhu thé chi"?

"Chinh hung tha Nakamura Seiji cho anh biét." D6i mat sac 1ém cta
Shimada nhin thang vao doi phuong. "Xac ba Kazue khéng con canh tay
trai, vi bi 6ng ta chat, sau do6 gii dén cho anh! Ngay 19 anh nhan dugc.
Nhung anh lo sy viéc t6i té ciia minh bai 16 nén khong bao canh sat. Va anh
muon reou tieu sau!”

"T6i... "

"Toi khong biét tinh hinh cu thé gitta anh va ba Kazue, va ciing khong
dinh truy héi. Du néu vi n6 ma ong Seiji bién thanh ké cuong sat thi cling
chang ai c6 quyeén chi trich anh. Nhung néu ngay 19 anh bao cénh sat ngay

thi c6 1é vo chong Kitamura va ngudi lam vueon Yoshikawa sé khong phai
chét. Sy im lang cta anh chinh 1a t6i ac."

"To6i 4c?" Ong Kojiro 1dm bam, ditng bat day.

"Anh Ko!"
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"On ma, Shimada. T6i ciing da gitt da 1du r6i!" Ong Kojiro tranh anh
mét cia Shimada, ué oai buéc ra hanh lang. "N6 & ngay kia... " Ong chi tay
vao mot cdy hoa tit dang gitta vueon. "T6i trong n6 khi Chiori chao doi."
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Hinh nhr Kawaminami van chwa vé phong khong sang den.

Morisu Kyoichi nhin dong ho, da 10 gio 10 phit dém, chac cau ta
khong vé nha ngu...

Cau dung xe m6 t6 ¢ cong khu chung cw va budc vao quan ca phé
phia doi dién.

Quan md ctra dén 2 gio sang. Moi khi gig nay quan van dong nghit
khach sinh vién quanh day nhung hién dang la ki nghi xuan nén chi co leo
téo vai ngudi ngoi.

Morisu ng6i bén canh ctra s6 nhin ra duwong.

Cau twr ton, nhap ca phé den va dinh roi di khi uéng xong. Du sao thi,
cau cling khong nhat thiét phai gap, goi dién thoai sau cling dugc.

Cau ta van vay, ban dau hitng hyc khi thé r6i lai nhanh chéng ngudi
lanh. C6 1é bay gi® cau ta chan tro trinh tham nay lam.

Morisu dwa diéu thuoc 1a 1én miéng va bat dau ngam nghi.

"Bitc thw cia ngudi chét" da thoi thic tinh t0 mo cta anh chang. Chi
can vay la du dé cau ta hanh dong. Biét tin cac thanh vién & hoi nghién cttu
da di Giac bao, Kawaminami cang chang thé ngoi yén. Cau ta lién chay tGi

tan Beppu dé viéng tham Nakamura Kijoro, roi lai vé ban bac v6i Morisu.
Thwong thi dén day 1a cau ta da chan nan réi. Nhung lan nay lai khéc.

Khuon mét ctia Shimada bong hién ra.
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Anh ta khong chi 1a ké hiéu ki ma con cé dau 6c rat linh hoat. Nhung
cai kiéu toc mach vo 16i ma Shimada coi la binh thwong ay that khién
Morisu khong thé chiu dwng dugc.

T4t nhién, hiéu ki v4i may birc thw la thwong ciling la diéu dé hiéu. Ké
dam mé truyéb trinh thAm nhw Shimada nhéat dinh sé dao béi lai vu viéc
nam ngoai...

Morisu chi cam thay héi han vi da thiéu can nhac khi goi y ho tim gap
vo cta Yoshikawa Seiichi. O vao vi tri ctia Yoshikawa Masako, béng dung
c6 ngwoi dén tan nha hoi ti mi vé nguwdi chong bay 1au mang tiéng xau, chi
ta sé cam nhan ra sao?

Sau khi nghe thuat lai lai chuyén, Morisu duwa ra gia thuyét '6ng Seiji
con song'. Nhung thue t€, do chi 1a cai cé dé rit khoi tro choi ngd ngan cta
hai ké cuong trinh tham kia ma thoi. Nhung r6i Shimada lai chi y dén dong
co phia sau sy kién Giac Pao. Anh ta tap trung vao quan hé gitta ong
Kojiro va ba Kazue, r6i thdm chi con nhan dinh Chiori 1a con gai cua
Kojiro va dinh gdp tryc tiép ong ta dé xac minh.

Khoi thudc trong c6 cau béng rat. Morisu buon rau nhap ca phé dang.

Ba muoi phit sau, cau dang chuan bi ra vé thi thdy mot chiéc Familia
dé dirng truedc toa chung cw. Nhan ra bong ngudi xuéng xe, Morisu ditng
day.

"Kawaminami!"

Cau budc ra khoi quan va goi 16n, Kawaminami vay tay lai, "Dung la
cau! Chiéc xe nhin quen quen, & day khong c6 ai di mo6 t6 viét da kiéu
nay!" Kawaminami nhin chiéc Yamaha XT250 bui bam lem nhem do6 bén
canh. "Cau di ca quang duong xa tGi tham toi a?"
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"Khong! Ngang qua day thoi... " Morisu vo vo chiéc ba 16 dang xach,
hat cam vé bo do hoi hoa budc sau xe. "H6m nay t6i lai dén Kunisaki dé vé,
dang trén duong ve."

"Vé dén dau r6i?"
"Mai di chuyén nita 1a xong. Hoan chinh r6i sé md&i cau xem."

"Morisu!" Shimada xudng xe, mim cwoi than thién khi nhin thay
Morisu.

"Chao anh. H6m nay di dau thé?" Giong Morisu dot nhién trang trong.

"DPén nha anh Ko... a khéng, bon t6i di Beppu héng mat. Téi va Conan
kha hgp gu, gio dinh vao nha cau ay lam vai chén."

Shimada va Morisu theo Kawaminami vao phong. Kawaminami
nhanh tay tuu don chan ném, m& ban gap ra va chuan bi d6 uong.

"Morisu cling uéng chi?"
"Khong! Lat nita toi con phai di xe may vé."
Shimada buéc thang dén ngam nhin gia sach day ap.

Morisu nhin Kawaminami thd da vao coc, hoi, "Chuyén kia thé nao
roi?"

"Hirm." Kawaminami vé mat dai thuwon thwot dap, "H6m qua dén quan
S, ditng & bo bién nhin Giac Pdo, va nghe mdy chuyén dén dai vé hon ma."

"Hon ma?"

"Toan m@& chuyén cii rich, néi hon ma trén ddo la 6ng Seiji, dai loai

"

vay.
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"0. Thé con hom nay? Hai ngudi khong phai chi di héng mat nhi?"
Kawaminami sau ndo nhan nhé, "Thuyec ra... "
"Van dén nha 6ng Kojiro chit gi?"

"U. Xin 16i vi khong nghe ciu can ngin." Kawaminami ngiing tay pha
reou va cui dau

Morisu thé hat ra, nghiéng nguwdi vé phia Kawaminami.

"Két qua la gi?"

"Pa can ban hiéu ro sy kién nam ngodi. Anh Shimada, xong ro6i day!"
"Tic 1a sy that dang sau sao?" Morisu kinh ngac hai.

Kawaminami gat dau, udng can ly rugu.

"Vay thyc sy la gi?"

"Vé co ban do6 1a mot vu biec tt, do 6ng Seiji thye hién."

Va Kawaminami bat dau ke lai...
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"T6i trong nam Chiori chao doi." Ong Kojiro run run néi.

"Cay tr dang dy ha?" Shimada ngang dau 1én, ban khoan héi. "Nhung
tai sao?" Anh bat dau, nhung lién 1am bam véi chinh minh, "T6i hiéu r6i".
Anh quay sang giai thich v6i Kawaminami, "Truyén Genji(*), Conan a!"

(*) truyén genji: tiéu thuyét c6 dién ta thyc noi tiéng dau thé ky 11 caa
nit nha van Murasaki Shikibu. Truyén xoay quanh nhan vat hoang ttt Genji,
nguoi da dem long yéu vg Ié cua cha.

"Truyén Genji?"

"Phai vay khong, anh Ko?" Shimada héi 6ng cha nha van dang ditng
tredc hién. "Hikaru Genji say dam nang Fujitsubo vo cta cha, nhiéu nam
sau, chang va nang c6 mot dém an ai. Ngay sau dém ay nang c6 thai. Ké twr
dé mé6t nguoi ltra déi chong minh, mdt nguwdi ltva déi cha minh... "

Ong Kojiro di vi ngudi chi dau ctia minh 1a nang Fujitsubo(*).

https://thuviensach.vn



Pira con toi nghiép Chiori ra doi thi nguoi yéu lai roi xa, ong Kojiro
v&i mudn phan nhung nhé da trong cay tit dang nay. Nang Fujitsubo khong
bao gid quén 16i lam ma minh va Genji dd méac phai, su6t doi khong thé tha
th cho ban than. Nguoi tinh cua 6ng Kojiro cling vay...

"Anh thwong noi rat thich Truyén Genji." Shimada ditng day, buGc
dén sau lung Kojiro. "Va roi ong Seiji da phat hién ra phai khong?"

"Khong. T6i cho rang anh t6i chi nghi ngd, dong thoi lai cling ra sitc
pht nhan." Ong Kojiro dim dim nhin ra vuom. "Anh ti cuc ki tai hoa,
nhung nhe nguwdi ta van néi day, lam tai thi nhiéu tat. Anh Seiji yéu vg
cuéng nhiét, song t6i cho rang dé la ham mudén chiém hitu va doi hoi dang
sg. Mot thit tinh cdAm méo moé. Chac chan anh ty biét minh khong phai la
nguwoi chong tot nén lic nao cling thap thom bat an, nghi ngo vg. Tinh cam
v6i Chiori cling thé, nhung anh cling muon tin Chiori la con gai minh.
Niém tin nita voi ay la sgi day két néi hai vg chong sudt hai mwoi nam, la
diém tya dé anh giit can bang tam ly. Céi chét dot ng6t ctia Chiori khién
moi lién két duy nhat gitta hai vo chong diit doan, mo6i nghi ngd don nén
bdy lau bong bung chay khong sao kiém soat dwgc. Anh cho rang Kazue
khong yéu minh, ma yéu téi! Anh dy vo cung dau ddn, tinh than suy sup...
Cudi cung, da ty tay giét Kazue."

Ong Nakamura Kojiro bat dong nhin gian cay tit ding di moc thém vo
soO 14 non.

"Sw kién Giac Pdo la mot vu bire tir do anh toi thue hién."”
"Birc ti?"

"Phdi. Chiéu ngay 19 thang Chin, nhw Shimada noéi day, t6i nhan duoc
go6i bru pham do anh t6i giti dén. Boc trong tdi nylon kin la canh tay trai
mau me dam dia. Qua chiéc nhan & ngén ap ut, t6i nhan ra dé la canh tay
ctia Kazue, va toi biét ngay vira xay ra chuyén gi. T6i goi dién dén Lam Oc,
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anh Tt6i nhac may ngay, nhu thé dang cho t6i. Giong anh vira khoc vira
cwoi: 'Vo chong Kitamura va nguwoi lam vwon Yoshikawa cling sé chét.
Nhw mén qua tam biét cta hai ching ta...' Tat cd nhitng gi t6i hiéu la anh ay
da hoa dién roi. Toi ndi gi cling khong nghe, 1dm nham rang hai ngudi ho
sap bat dau mot cudc doi mdi, gwi 16i chiac phiic tr dia nguc, bao t6i hay
gilt gin mon qua da nhan dugec... sau dé dap may. Anh t6i khong con song.
Du bang ching logic chi ra la cé thé, nhung tam ly thi khong. Anh dy
khong tw sat vi da giét vg, ma bdi chang thé song cung vo nhuw vay thém
nita nén méi dwa co dy cung di."

"Nhung, anh... "

"Shimada, Kawaminami! Nakamura Seiji da chét. Anh danh hai ngay
ké tr khi giét vg dén lic tu sat khong phai dé giti canh tay tra thu téi, khién
toi nhin thdy ma dau kh6 cung cuc. Hai ngay d6, anh da 6m chat xac
Kazue, nguwdi phu nit khi con séng anh ay khong thé cé dugc."

Kojiro tram mdc. Nhin tt* phia sau, 0ng gia nua va nhé bé han di.

Ong bat dong trwdc gian t¥ ding. Ong dang tim kiém diéu gi?
Kawaminamk ty van. Béng hinh ngwoi tinh da chét thé thdim? Khuén mat
sat thu, cling chinh la anh trai 6ng? Hay c0 con gai da bat hanh ti gia coi
doi?

Pbung nhw Shimada phan tich, Kojiro méi la cha cua Chiori. Vay,
nguwoi cam han nhitng sinh vién da dan dén cai chét ctia Chiori phai la...

"T6i mudn héi anh mét cau nita." Shimada pha tan su im lang dang so.
"Anh lam gi v&i canh tay ba Kazue? Gio no & dau?"

"Anh Ko, t6i... "
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"Toi biét cau chi mudn tim hiéu sy that. Cau dinh néi sé khong bao
canh sat phai khong? Shimada, t6i biét." Ong Kojiro chi vao gian ti* ding
mot 1an nita. "O kia, cdnh tay ndm dudi do."

"Morisu, cau da ding." Kawaminami uéng can mot ly rwgu nita. "Noéi
thé nay tuy rat that 1é vGi anh Shimada, nhung nhitng bi mat doi tw cta
nguoi ta, von khong nén tim hiéu."

Morisu ldng 1€ hit thudc.

"Ong Kojiro khing dinh ring ong Seiji da chét, t6i nghi 1a dang tin.
Van dé con lai 1a may bic thu kia."

"Hai ngudi nghi sao vé chuyén Yoshikawa Seiichi mat tich?" Morisu
héi.

"Anh Shimada cling c6 lvu y diém nay. Khong tim thay xac, nén toi
nghi la ngd xudng bién va bi séng cuén di." Kawaminami dap, liéc nhin
Shimada dang ngoi twa vao twong, tay cam ly rugu va lat gid mot cudn
sach. Chang ro anh ta cé nghe thdy hai nguwoi n6i chuyén khong.

"Du sao thi... " Kawaminami, hai ma &ng do vi rugu, vo nhe tay va
néi. "Hoat dong trinh tham dén day két thic. Thi Ba tudn sau doan sinh
vién trg ve, co 1é ching ta sé biét ai ditng dang sau nhitng thit quai di kia."
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Chuong 9: Ngay Thit Nam [1]

Ca dém bi 4&c mdng bua vay. Cau khong nhd nobi cac tinh tiét nita
nhung dw am van nang né dén ngat tha.

Chan bi dap xudng san, 4o so mi nhau nhi. T6i qua cau mac nguyén ao
quan di ngu. Toan than mo6 hoi dam dia. Hong khé chdy, moi nit né.

Leroux ngoi day trén giwong, hai tay 6m nguwc, cham cham lac dau.

Pa b6t nhitc dau, nhing cau cam thdy hoan toan tréng rong, y thitc
chong chénh nhw c6 man swong bua vay tam tri. Thé xac mat kiém soat.
Ntra tinh, nita mo.

Anh sang hit qua nan chdp cira s6 cho Leroux biét ngay da rang.
Cau dwa canh tay mém odt bat lyc ra, nhat tdm chan va dap 1én nguoi.

M6t man hinh hién ra trong tam tri mo ho. Vién man den va & gitra
mau trang nhw phim nhya. Trén dé dan hién ra khuén mat nhitng nguwdi ban
cung cau lén dao bon ngay trudc. Ellery, Poe, Carr, Van, Agatha, Orczy.
Sau nguoi, ké ca 1a cau 1a bay, déu héo hiic v6i chuyén di mao hiém nay. It
nhat, Leroux da cam thay thé. Dao hoang day ap ty do, théa man long hiéu
ky bang sy kién sat nhan, nhitng noi sg mo ho, tat ca déu rat kich thich.
MOt tuan lé sé troi di trong chdp mat. Thé ma...

Mai toc xep cat ngan va cdp long may ram, hai con mat to tron ngo
ngac, doéi ma hong 1lam tdm tan nhang, khudn mat c6 gai bong tim den

https://thuviensach.vn



trvong phinh, c6 run rdy dau dén roi ra xudng. Sgi day thitng manh thit
chat c6 c6 bong bién thanh con ran doc den si ngo ngoach.

Oi. Orczy, Orczy, Orczy...

Leroux ghi chdt tay, d@m vao dau minh. T6i khong muén nhd lai bat
c diéu gi nita.
Nhung, nhw thé cau khong khong ché duge y thitc ctia minh, doan

phim tiép tuc chiéu.

Khuon miéng méo xéch, nét cwdi di dang, cam héch 1én, con mat hinh
tam giac hom xuo6ng. Tiép theo la Carr. Hinh hai vam v& ctia anh ta bong
dau kho co rum lai. Ban rung lac, ghé bi da do vat ra, toan than co giat, anh
ta nén ge va cudi cung, moi thi dirng lai.

"... Tai sao lai thé?" Leroux tham thi. "Tai sao?"

Ellery nga guc dwéi ham ngam t6i den, giong noéi gay gat cta Poe,
khudn mat tai nhot cia Van, nhitng hanh vi r6 dai ctia Agatha...

Ké sat nhan nam gitta nhitng ngwdi con séng. Hay con ai dé an nap
gitta dao nay?

Ellery cho rang Nakamura Seiji van con séng. Tai sao m4t ngudi dan
ong ho chwa tirng gap, cling khong hé biét mat lai c6 giét hai ho?

Man hinh trong dau lai xuat hién mét bong den v&i khuon mat mo ao,
chao dao nhu thé nam dudi nuwdc.

Nakamura Seiji la Nguoi xay nén Thap Giac Quan nay. Thang Chin
nam ngodi, 6ng ta bi canh sat nhan dinh da chét & Lam Oc. Néu van con
song, ching t6 6ng ta chinh la hung tha.

Nakamura Seiji... Nakamura... Nakamura.
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"A!" Léoux miéng ha hoc vi kinh hai. "Nakamura?"

Bong den dy dan on dinh, Leroux van ntta tinh nita mé, ky fc bong
xuat hién hinh d&nh mét ¢6 gai nho bé v6i nwdc da non na.

Khong, chang thé nao!

Liéu c6 phdi Cau van dang mo? Nakamura Chiori la con gai
Nakamura Seiji u?

Leroux lai ddm vao dau minh.

Puong pho gitta dém. Hoi ha va véi va. Gié lanh budt. Mot quan rugu
cho tang ba. Coc chén 1ap loang, nhitng vién da lach cach, mui rugu bia
nong nac. Tiéng chic tung, say swa, huyén ndo, ldm nhdm r6 dai. Va
r6i...chuyén cuwdi bong hoa thanh tham kich. Ngo ngac. Tiéng coi xe cap
ctru kinh hoang, den do quay tit...

"Khong thé thé dugc," Leroux co cat cao giong, at di nhitng am thanh
vang vong trong dau. Chang khac gi ngoi trén déng Itta, nguwdi dam dia mo
héi, dén do quay tit xody vao than kinh...

Cau 6m dau, ren ri, kéu gao, khong kiém soat noi nita.

R6i mot hinh anh hoan toan khac bong hién trén man hinh, moi am
thanh va anh sang vira r6i déu bién mat.

Gl vay? Leroux nghi, nhv dang dirng tw xa nhin lai.
Gi thé nay? Pay la dau? Mat bién. Tiéng bién am ao, mui gi6 bién xoc
vao mili, mat nwdc khudy dong khong yén, séng vo vao ghénh da den, roi

lti xa, chi dé lai nhitng bot nwéc trang xo6a. Day la... day la...

... La ngay hom qua!
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Leroux gac chiéc chan ra. Cam giac lo sg¢ tan bién, nhw thé tdm man
ndng né che khuat tam tri dugc go bo.

La canh twgng nhin thdy hom qua. Khi moi nguwdi cung dirng 1én vach
da canh Lam Oc dé tim thuyén. Bé qua lai ngoai tinh bién. Bai d4 ndm phia
duwgi. Cau da cung Ellery xudng d6 hai ngay trudc. Néu nhd khong lam,
bdy gid cau con thay...

Cau thay nhv dang dé tudt mat thi gi.

Leroux biét minh chwa hoan toan tinh tdo. That nguy hiém khi ra
ngoai mét minh, suy nghi dy lwét qua cau, nhung lai nhanh chéng bi vui
sau gilta man swong mo mit cua tam tri.

Leroux buwdc xuéng giwong lao ddo chap chdi.
Agatha can than hé ctra, nhin ra dai sanh.
Khong mot bong nguoi, chua ai day thi phai.

Nho may vién thwéc Poe dwa, tdi qua co ngu rat ngon. Mot gidc ngu
sau, thw thai, khong mong mi gitta tinh thé hiém nguy rinh rap bon bé.

Co thé thw gian. Noi lo sg cling diu lai.
Minh nén cam on Poe.
Agatha nhon chan budc ra dai sanh.

CoO men theo twong, di dén phong tam. C6 canh gidc nhin quanh va
cang tai lang nghe.

Du gitta ban ngay, dai sanh thap giac trong van méo moé mot cach ki
di. Mét c6 dan vao nhitng cai bong trén mang twong trang, chang thé nhin
ro xung quanh.
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DPrung la chwa ai thitc day, Agatha chi nghe thay tiéng séng bién ao at
vong vao.

CO budc vao phong tam, dé cita mé hé, khong quén quan sat bé xi va
bon tam xem cé gi nguy hiém khong.

Co ditng tredc bon rira mat va nhin vao guwong. Gitta bong t6i am dam,
c6 thdy minh mdc chiéc vay lién mau trang.

Quang mat da do thdm, nhung ké tir khi 1én ddo, hai ma c6 hop lai
trong thay va sac mat thi nhot nhat, yéu &t. Mai téc r6i loa xoa triedc mat
khién c6 ban khoan khéng nhén ra chinh ban than minh.

CoO chdi téc, thd dai nd né. Nhd lai nhitng vu an mang lién tiép va bo
dang minh t6i qua, c0 lai thé dai.

Co6 ludn muon ban than xinh dep va cao quy. Ludn lu6n, du chuyén gi
xdy ra, du ¢ bt ct noi dau. Co ludn ty hao, kiéu hanh vé minh nhw vay.

Nhung sau khi rita mdt, c6 nhin vao guong.
Moi nét cao quy xinh twoi déu tan bién.
Agatha dau x6t vo cung.

Minh phai trang diém twoi sang 1én méi dwoc.

C0 m& hop my pham. Sat nhan qudi dan, hoan canh bat trac, suy nghi
lui tan... Lam minh tinh twom la viéc duy nhat an ai Agatha.

Hom nay minh khong thoa son hong, phdi dung mau dé tham.

Agatha chang ban tdm dén bat ¢ diéu gi trén hon ddo nay nita. Chi
con chinh c0 trong guong.
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Van thitc giadc bdi tiéng dong ho deo tay bao thitc.
Pa 10 gio sang roi sao? Phai day thai.

Hai vai é am, cac khdp xuwong dau nhéi. Giac ngua khong sau nhw cau
mong doi. Cau dui mat, cdm thay bu6n non.

Moi ngudi van con ngt sao?

Cau ngoi thang day, vira nghe ngéng dong tinh, vira cham thudc 1a. Rit
vao mot hai, cau thidy hoi chong mat. Cau biét ca thé xac lan tinh than minh
déu da suy Kkiét.

Liéu minh co6 thé binh an tr& vé khong?
Anh mét cau v6 dinh nhin vao khoang khong, nghi nggi du be.

Thuc long, cau vo cung kinh hai, khong ngirng mot phat mot giay.
Cau chi muén khéc am 1én nhw dita tré, r6i phi than thoat hoi noi nay...

Cau dap tat diéu thuoc, ditng day, thoang rung minh. Pi ra ngoai sanh,
Van nhan thdy cadnh ctta bén trai, cich hai phong, dang khép ho. Do la
phong tam, canh nha bép.

Pa c6 ngudi day ré6i. Cau tham nghi.

Nhung du thé, minh chang nghe thay gi cd, han ai d6 da vao nha vé
sinh r6i quén déng ctra.
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Canh ctta mo sang phia bén kia, Van di vao tir bén phai, vong qua
chiéc ban ¢ gitta. Van 4kho6ng nghe thay tiéng dong nao.

Van dat tay 1én lung ghé xanh quanh ban. Khong cé gi ngoai tiéng tim
cau dap thinh thich, moi Iic mot manh hon. Cau tién lai gan, nhin vao trong
qua canh ctra hé mé. Va...

"A! "

Nhu bi ai bép c6, Van phat ra mot am thanh ghé ron. Rung rdi hon via,
cau ding bat dong nhu héa da.

MGt tht gi mau trang nam sau canh cita, trén san nha tam.

Chiéc vay lién than xinh xan, doi tay thanh manh khong chut sitc lyc,
mai téc den dai x0a trén san. Agatha dang nam dé, hoan toan bat dong.

"ALLALLT

Van ditng dé, tay phai bit miéng, muon kéu la nhung khong thé phat ra
am thanh nao.

Cau vin tay vao ghé, nguwoi do vé phia tredc, c6 1€t hai chan run ban
vé phia ctta phong Poe.

Ctra bi dap nhu btia b6, Poe vung day.

"Gi thé, c6 chuyén gi thé?"

Cau tinh ngay lap tic, ném bo cai chan va chay ao ra.
"Ai day? C6 viéc gi the?"

Khong dap.
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Tiéng dap ctra nging lai, thay vao do la tiéng rén ri khe khé. Poe 1ap
ti'c m& khéa nhung khong thé gat tay nam dé mé ra, ctra bi chan lai.

"Ai... ai dang & ngoai do thé?"
Poe ti tay tay vao canh cira, van hét sitc day manh, r6i lach ra.

La Van, dang ng6i twa bén ngoai, hai tay gui chdt miéng, lvng run 1én
tham hai.

"Sao thé, Van? Cau on chit?"

Pooe dat tay lén lvng Van. Van mot tay bum miéng, Van tr@ vé phia
phong tam, sat canh phong Poe.

"Sao?" Canh ctta hé mdt nira, tir day, cau chang trong thay gi.
"Cé gi trong day? "

"A... Agatha...?" Van c0 thot nén 10i trong khi Poe vo lung cau.
"Agatha lam sao? Nhung Van, cau van on chit?"

Van dau kho gat dau, Poe dén phong tam, nhin qua canh ctta hé mé va
thét 1én kinh hai.

"Ellery, Leroux day di, mau day di!"
Tiéng go ctra gap gap khién Ellery choang tinh.

Nhung khong phéi phong cau. Han diéu gi d6 khong hay da xdy ra vi
c6 tiéng kéu am 1én.

Giong Poe. Chang Ié...
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Ellery lap titc xuéng giwong, mac do len. Chan phai dugc bang bé da
dd hon.

Van la giong Poe, dang ndi chuyén vdi Van. Roi c6 tiéng nguwoi hét:

"Agatha lam sao?"

Cau vira phai cam tay nam ctra thi thady Poe goi tén minh va Leroux.

"Sao thé?" Ellery mé ctra ra.

Van nam trwdc cita phong Poe. Canh ctra bén phai, doi dién véi phong
Ellery, la phong tam, dang mé& toang. Hinh nhw Agatha dang nam dé, Poe
quy xudng canh co.

"Agatha bj giét u?"

"Cé vé thé... " Poe ngoanh nhin Ellery. "Van dang rat hay yéu, hay
giup cau ay non ra."

"D]J’C'YC! "
Ellery chay lai nang Van day, diu vao bép.
"Cau khong bi tring doc day cha?"

"Khong. T6i chi la dot nhién...trong thay Agatha, thé la t6i... " Van guc
dau xudng bon nuwdc, rén ri.

Ellery vo nhe vao lwng Van, "Uodng chit nwéc di. Bung thi rong, cé gi
ma non? Nao, Van!"

"Khong sao. Téi ty lam duwgc. Cau nén vao phong tam di..."

"U'!" Ellery chay ra ngoai, dén chd Poe. "Agatha chét roi phai khong?"
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Poe nham nghién mat, gat dau. "Lai la tring doc, lan nay la axit
xyanhydric."

Poe 14t Agatha lai. Hai mat c6 m@& rong, mién hoi ha, vé mat git
nguyén nét kinh ngac nhiéu hon la dau dén.

Poe vu6t mat cho c6, nhin c6 an lanh nhw dang ngu. Hinh nhw Agatha
vlra trang diém xong, hai ma hong sang sinh dong, d6i mo6i mong do tham.
Thoang thoang trong khong khi thit mui dac trung khién Poe dwa ra két
luan vira roi.

"A..." Ellery cau may. "Mui hanh nhan dang thi phai?"
"U'! Du sao thi, ching ta hiy khiéng Agatha vé phong da!"

Poe nang vai va lung Agatha. Van loang choang di tir bép ra twa than
hinh com nhom vao twdng, mat cat khong con giot mau.

"A, Leroux dau? "
"Leroux?"
"Thé nay la..."

Anh mit Ellery va Poe cling d6 don vé phia phong Leroux. Ca hai
cung kéu thét len.

Nan nhan thir ba

Trén ctta phong miéng nhwa véi dong chi¥ do nhuw dang khiéu khich
ho.
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"Thé la sao? Chang 1é Agatha la nan nhan thit tw? Thé thi Leroux..."
Ellery lao nhu tén ban dén phong Leroux.

"Leroux! Leroux! Gay roi, ctta khéa! Van, cé chia co cua hay gi do
khong?"

"Lam gi c6 cht? Pay dau phai khach san?"
"Pha ctta ma vao! Elleey, tranh ra!"

"Khoan da." Ellery gio tay ngan Poe. "Canh ctta m¢ ra ngoai, kho ma
x0 duwgc. Chuing ta vong ra phia sau pha ctta s6 con nhanh hon."

"Pung! Xach theo cai ghé!" Poe ngoanh lai goi Van. "Cau ciling di
cung!"

"Hai nguwdi nhin nay!" Ellery budc vé phia sanh trwdc. "Day thirng da
bi cdira!"

Cau chi vao ctra chinh thong ra bén ngoai. Chiéc day ho dung budc
clra tdi qua, gio thong xudng trén mot tay nam cira.

"Pa cé ngudi ra ngoai r6i!" Poe xach mot cai ghé 1én. "Co thé do la
Leroux."

"Ai ma biét dang c6 chuyén gi chi?" Ellery u rii lac dau. "Du sao thi,
xem phong cau dy da roi hay hay. Poan mo ciing vo ich."
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Poe gio ghé 1én phang hét sitc vao cita s6. Sau vai lan, canh ctra ciing
vO toang.

Ctra chép c6 vé kién co6 da bi xtr ly, cira kinh va thanh g6 chan ngang
bén trong cling bi pha not. Ho tho tay vao kéo rém sang bén, va phai vat va
lam méi g& duge day budc phia trong.

Ctra s6 sao dén c6 Van. Poe véc ngudi cao 16n, cau dirng 1én ghé roi
tréo vao phong mot cach dé dang. Tiép do6 la Ellery. Van ditng ntoai, 6m
bung dua vao twong bén dudi ctra.

Nhung...
Leroux khong c6 trong phong.
Cau da ra ngoai va chua quay lai.

Khéng khi am wét, hoi nwdc bam trén da thit. Hinh nhv dém qua c6
mua. Co duwdi chan mém va wét. Poe va Ellery nhay ra tr ctra s6, thd doc,
hai vai 1én xuéng nhap nho.

"Chting ta chia nhau tim di. Du t6i lo rang cé thé cau ay khong con
song nita." Ellery noi, cti xuéng xoa nan mat ca chan.

"Nhung chan cau..." Poe chot nhan ra va hoi. Cau ciing bi vai manh
kinh v& cta vao tay.

"Khong sao, van di dugc."

Ellery ditng day, thdy Van dang quy trén bai co, nguwdi van dang run
ray.

"Van, cau cit cho ¢ dai sanh, khi nao ching t6i goi thi t6i. Cau can
binh tinh lai da." Ellery diéu hoa nhip thd, tran tinh trd lai, r6i ra 1énh. "Poe
dén vinh xem xét, t6i kiém tra Thap Giac Quan va xung quanh Lam Oc."
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Sau khi Ellery va Poe rdi di, Van ué oai ding day, tré vé Thap Giac
Quaén. Vi chua va dang ngat sau khi nén van chuwa hét han. Cau khong buén
non nita nhuwng cam giac nhu van con thi gi d6 tac trong nguc.

Bau troi xam nhat, lang gi6 va khong lanh lam, nhuwng vai cau cit run
1én tirng hoi du da mac 4o len. Cau nhin ritng thong im lim xung quanh.

"Van! Poe! "
La tiéng Ellery, vong lai tir mé phai phé tich Lam Oc.

Vann ditng day, c6 chay tirng doan ngam, du d6i chan chang nghe 10i.
Poe nhanh chéng chay ttr phia vinh lai. Hai ngwoi gap nhau cho héc rirng
thong moc quanh phé tich.

"Poe, Van! Lai day!"

Hai ngwoi di dudi tan thong chia ngang trén dau, thidy Ellery dang
ditng vay tay gitta khoang dat trong. Nhin tirt Thap Giac Quan thi cho nay la
mot goc chét, bi che khuat duédi ring cay.

Ca hai voi chay dén, ngtrng thd vi kinh hai khi nhin thay thit duwéi chan

"Chét roi!" Ellery bat lyc lac dau.

Leroux nam song soai dwdi dat. Cau mdc so mi vang, quan jean, 4o
khodac vai b6 xan ong tay. Hi tay cau hwéng vé phia Thap Gidc Quan, mot
bén madt &p xuoéng nén dat den, cap kinh nam gan tay phai.

"Cau ay bi dang chét! Co thé do da hodc gach dap vao dau." Ellery chi
vao phan gdy bé bét mau cta Leroux.

Nhin thay canh nay, hong Van bong "hoc... hdc...". Pva tay bum
miéng, cau chuyc non ge.
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"Poe, c6 thé kiém tra lai khong? Chang dé chiu gi ca nhung chi con
biét tréng vao anh thoi."

"Pugc!" Poe ng6i xom bén ti thi, nang dau 1én quan sat ki vét thwong
day mau lan dat bui, khu6n mat Leroux. D6i mat trgn tron, lwoi the ra, thé
hién noi dau kho va kinh hai tot do.

"Vét hoen tir thi..." Gigng Poe binh tinh lai. "Nhwng khi 4n tay vao thi
bién mat. Xac co citng... kha nhanh. Ciing c6 thé do nhiét do ngoai trdi. T6i
khong thé noi chinh xac, nhwng c6 1€ da chét xap xi nam hay sau tiéng dong
ho. Ttc la..." Cau nhin dong hoé deo tay. "Khoédng 5, 6 gio sang nay."

"Luc troi sap sang." Ellery khé noi
"Phai chuyén cau ay vé Thap Gidc Quan da, khong thé dé cau ay & day
nhw vay dwoc." Poe x6c hai vai Leorux 1én. "Ellery, cau kiéng chan dugc

ch?"

Nhung Ellery van ditng im, hai tay dit tii do len, nhin xuéng mat dat,
khong noi mot 1oi.

"Kia, Ellery?"
"Dau chan..." Ellery ngang 1én, tay tré6 xudng mat dat.

Leroux nga guc gitta khoang dat trong, cach ritng cay gan phia Thap
Giac Quéan khodng mudi sdu mét. Sau tran muwa dém qua, bé mat phé tich
Lam Oc bi phi mot 16p day bun dét den, in rd nhigéu ddu chan 16n xon.

"Ké n6 thoi." Ellery cti xudng nhac hai chan Leroux 1én. "Di thoi.
Lanh qua."

Hai nguoi khiéng Leroux budc di. Tiéng song bién cuén cudn trao nhw
tiéc thwong cdu thanh nién xau so.
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Van nhét cap kinh cta Leoux lén, gilt tru6c nguc, réi budc theo cac
ban.
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Vé dén Thap Giac Quan, ho khiéng Leroux vao phong. Ho thdy chia
khoa trong tii 4o khoac Leroux va dat cau xuéng giwvong du quan 4o van
day bun dat.

Van dat cap kinh mat 1én ta dau givong.

Ellry vira dap chan cho Leroux vira n6i vGi Van, "Cau lay cho t6i chau
nudc dugc khong? Va chiéc khin nita. it nhat, chiing ta ciing nén lau mét
cho cau ay." Van lang 1é gat dau va roi phong. Cau van budc titng budc
chao ddo, nhung da binh tinh phan nao. Ellery va Poe vao phong tam,
khiéng thi thé Agatha vé phong c6 va dat 1én giwong, x€ép hai tay 1én nguc,
chai téc va chinh trang quan ao.

"Vay do la axit xyanhydric..." Ellery 1am bam, cti nhin khuén mat
Agatha nhv dang ngu say. "Pung nhu ngudoi ta noi, né c6 mui hanh nhan
dang."

"C6 ay chét cach day khoang ba tiéng, chirng 8 gio sang nay." Poe noéi.

Van buwéc vao, chia ra hop dung do trang diém, "Cai nay roi & ctra
phong rtra mat, chac la caa Agatha."

"Hop trang diém a?" Ellery dén 14y, ban khoan gi d6 mé ra xem. "Van,
lic cau tim thay, khoa kéo cua hop dang dong a?"

"Khong. Pang ma. Cac tht roi ra lung tung."

"Nén cau nhat cho vao? A, gio thi qua mudn ro6i."
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Kem nén, phan hong, lwgc, kem, nwéc hoa hong...

"N6 day." Ellery cam hai théi son 1én, m& nap roi so sanh mau sac.
"Thoi nay!"

"Ptrng dat gan mii qua, nguy hiém day!" Poe néi. Cau cling nhanra y
dinh cua Ellery.

"T6i biét."

Mot théi hong va mét théi dé tham. Ellery than trong ngti théi son dé,
gat dau, r6i dua n6 cho Poe.

"Pung, Ellery, son m6i bi tam thu6c doc."

"Trang diém tang téc. Mac vay trang va bi ha doc, c6 dy hét nhw nang
cong chua trong chuyén co tich."

Ellery bu6n rau nhin Agatha nam do, dé nghi moi ngwdi roi phong roi
lang 1€ dong cwa lai.

"Ngu ngon nhé, Bach Tuyét."

Ca ba nguwoi cung sang phong Leroux. Ho lau sach mat cau, ro6i dén
cap kinh dat len nguc cau.

"Tong bién tap day hoai bao cta ching ta..."

Ellery dong ctra lai. Miéng nhya tai wong v@i dong chit d6 van & do:
Nan nhan thit ba.

Thap Giac Quan chi con lai ba nguoi: Ellery, Poe va Van.
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Sau khi quay lai phong va thay quan ao, Ellery ngoi xudng géc
givong. Cau hut lién hai diéu Salem ro6i mai di ra dai sanh.

Hai nguoi kia da ngdi dé.

Poe vira hiit thu6c vira cau may nhin miéng bang dan trén mu ban tay.
Van dang cam am nwdc sbi, chuan bi pha ca phé.

"Van, cho ca to6i mot coc nhé!"
Van lac dau, hai tay cam c6c, ngoi trén mot ghé cach xa Poe.
"Nhw vay khong hay dau." Ellery nhin vai roi di vao bép.

Cau can than rtra coc va thia, xem qua ca ngan kéo ti bép. Sdu miéng
nhva du bao giét ngwoi van nam do.

"'Nan nhan cudi cung', 'thdm t&' va 'hung tha"™, Ellery 1am bam khi
quay lai sanh, pha ca phé cho minh. Cau lan lwgt quan sat Ellery va Poe
dang im lang ngoi do.

"Néu hung tht nam trong sé ching ta, chac han sé khong chiu cha
dong thtra nhan?"

Poe cau may nha khéi thuéc, Van quay mat di va nhap ca phé. Ellery
ngo6i xuéng mot chiéc ghé cach xa ho.

Khéng ai n6i gi. Ba ngudi ngoi ba goc sanh thap giac, tham chi chang
buon gidu giém moi nghi ngd vGi ban minh.
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"Cac cau tin duwgc khong? Mot trong s6 ching ta da giét bon ban hoc."
Poe gugng gao noi.

"Ciing c6 thé 1a Nakamura Seiji." Ellery dap.

Poe buon ba lac dau. "Khong phéi hoan toan khong thé, nhung t6i
nghi cau lam ro6i. Biéu d6 qua phi thuc té."

Ellery khit miii khé chiu, "Vay hung thu nam trong s6 chiing ta?"
"Pung vay ddy." Poe gian dit dap ban.

Ellery than nhién dwa tay vu6t téc, néi, "Chuing ta diém lai tir dau céac
tinh tiét xem sao."

Cau nga nguoi nhin 1én giéng troi, van chi toan mot mau xam xit.

"Tat ca bat dau tir nhitng miéng nhya. C6 ké da chuan bi tir trudc roi
mang lén dao, kich thwéc nhé gon nén khong bi ai chd y. Hung tha cé thé
la mot trong ba ching ta. Khong van dé gi chi¥? Sang ngay thit ba, han bat
dau hién thyc h6a may 10i canh bao. 'Nan nhan thit nhat' 1a Orczy. Han vao
phong tr ctra chinh hodc ctta s6, that co giét chét c6 ay. Poe, anh néi 1a day
that van nam trén c6 c6 dy phai khong? Nhung né chang chitng t6 dwoc
diéu gi. Van dé la, bang cach nao hung tht vao dwoc phong c6 ay? Khi
ching ta tdi, ctra s6 va ctta chinh déu khong khéa. Buwong nhién cé thé la
do chinh Orczy quén. Nhung t6i khong nghi vay. Nhat 1a ctta chinh. Orczy
la ngwdi dau tién nhin thdy mdy tdm bién dy bao, c6 ay da sg chét khiép.
Vay con hai kha nang: Orczy quén dong ctra s6 nén hung thu da nhay vao,
hodc, han goi dé Orczy m@ ctra."

" Néu han vao ttr ctta s6, sao con phai mé ctra chinh?" Van thac mac.

"Dé 1dy miéng nhya, hodc dan né 1én cita. Nhung néu di theo gia
thuyét cia Poe, hung thu trong ndi bd chiing ta, tdi nghi nén tap trung vao
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kha nang thit hai. Bay gi®o la s6m tinh mo, Orczy con dang ngua say, treo
qua ctra s sé gay ra tiéng dong va c6 thé bi bat qua tang. Néu nam trong
héi ta, han khong can mao hiém thé. Chi viéc vién cg gi d6 va danh thirc
Orczy day, binh than vao phong c6 ay. Orczy Ludn nhw thé. Co thé sé cam
thdy la thuwong nhung khong bao gio tir choi.”

"Nhung lic d6 Orczy mdc d6 ngu, co dy lai dé cho nguwoi khac gigi
vao phong a?"

"Cé thé. Néu han noi la cé viéc gap thi Orczy sé khong tir chéi. True
phi d6i phwong la Carr. Nhung..." Ellery liéc nhin Poe. "Poe, anh la nghi
pham. Anh va Orczy than nhau tir nho, c6 ay sé khong cdm giac nhw véi t6i
hodc Van."

"V& van!" Poe rudn ngwoi vé phia trede. "Cau néi toi giét Orczy a?
Chang hai hwdc chit nao dau."

"Toi khong dua. Trong cai chét ctia Orczy, anh dang nghi nhat. Tt dé
c6 thé gidi thich tai sao hung thu lai chinh trang than thé Orczy."

"Tay 0 ay thi sao? Tai sao t0i phai chat canh tay dau di?"

"Binh tinh, Poe. T6i biét day khong phai la dap an duy nhat. Con cé
nhitng kha nang khac nita, vi du Van, hoac t6i. Toi chi ndi anh dang nghi
nhat. Con vé canh tay. C6 1 hung tha tha lién twdng dén sy kién nam ngoai
trén Giac Pdo, nhung tdi khéng hiéu tai sao han phai 'mo6 phong' lam gi.
Van, cau nghi sao?"

"C6 thé nham lam r6i ching ta."
"Htrm. Poe thi sao?"

"T6i khong nghi han phai nhoc cong dén thé chi dé lam roi ta. Cat mot
canh tay ma khong gay ra nhiéu tiéng dong chang phai chuyén dé dang."
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"Puing vay. Tat yéu c6 ly do dé han lam thé. D6 la gi"
Ellery ngang dau, hit mot hoi sau.

"Tam chwa ban dén vay. Chung ta tiép tuc xem xét vu Carr. Rat kho dé
Pua ra 10i giai thich gi nhat. Nhw ching ta da ban: it nhat Van khong c6 co
h6i dé tha thuéc doc vao coc Carr. Ai cling cé thé boi thudc doc tw trudc
nhung lai chang c6 dau hiéu nao phan biét cac c6c véi nhau, du t6i van
nghi ngo diéu d6. Dau sao thi, Agatha da chét. Néu c6 mot ban tay phép
thuat dau doc ngay tai ché ma khong ai nhin thay, thi rat ti€c, hung thu phai
la t6i! Nhung..."

"Cau da nhan dinh, c6 thé t6i cho Carr uéng thudc doc tdc dung cham
tir trude d6." Poe ngéat 10i.

Ellery mim cwoi. "Ping! Nhung nhe vy chang thong minh chit nao.
Gia st 1a thé thi anh qua that may man khi Carr uéng ca phé. B&i néu thudc
phat tac trwdc do, khi an ta chwa an uong gi, thi chang phdi anh sé bi nghi
ngo truede tién sao. Toi khong nghi anh lai ngdc thé."

"Suy luan rat sac bén."
"Nhung van con mot kha nang nira."
"La gi?"

"Anh la sinh vién Y khoa wu td, gia dinh mé bénh vién tw tam c& nhat
nhi thanh pho O. Cé thé trwéc do, Carr da nhd anh tw van vé sitc khoe hoac
titng dén cho anh kham bénh. Gia nhw, anh hiéu r6 thé trang ctia Carr. Vao
cai dém dinh ménh, Carr phat bénh, dong kinh chang han. Anh la nguoi
chay dén truéce tién, 1gi dung tinh thé, nhét thudc doc vao miéng anh ta,
thach tin hay ma tién gi do..."
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"Cau thye sy van nghi ngo t6i lam. Nhung suy luan lai qua vién thong,
xa roi thuce té."

"Pirng nghiém trong hoa thé. Ta dang ban vé cac kha nang kia ma!
Nhwng néu anh phu dinh gia thuyét dé vi né vién vong, t6i cling c6 thé
dung 1y do twong tyw dé loai trir kha nang t6i dau doc. Moi nguwoi da danh
gid qua cao kha nang lam &o thuat cta t6i. Vira cam coc ctia minh 1én vira
bé thudc vao coc nguwdi khac khong dé nhw n6i mém dau! Néu toi la hung
tha thi t6i sé tuyét doi khong hanh dong mao hiém nhw vay. Banh dau trudc
vao coc sé an toan hon nhiéu."

"Nhung cai coc khong hé c6 dau hiéu riéng."

"Pung vay. Diéu nay khién tdi khong sao hiéu noi. Thue sy 1a khong
c6 dau hiéu gi trén chiéc coc sao?" Ellery ngang dau, nhin chiéc coc trong
tay. "Khong vét xuwdc, khong sit mé, mau men déu, y hét nhw nhitng cai
khac, van sac xanh den, cung la hinh thap giac... Khong, dgi da."

"Sao thé?"

"Chura biét chitng ching ta da bé qua mot chi tiét quan trong." Ellery
ding day. "Poe, ching ta van giit chiéc coc cta Carr ¢ dé chir?"

"U. bit trong géc ban bép."
"Hay kiém tra lai..." Ellery chay vao bép. "Hai ngwoi cling vao day!"

Cai c6c dugc phu khan trang, dat trén ban bép. Ellery nhe nhang nhac
khan ra. B4y coc van con dong chiit ca phé uéng t6i hom Kkia.

"Qua nhién la thé." Ellery nhin thang xuéng day coc, gian dit tac luwdi.
"Chuing ta déu mac ltra r6i, sao lic do lai khong phat hién ra nhi?"

"Phat hién ra diéu gi?" Van thac mac.
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Poe cling nghét ra. "T6i chang thay c6 gi la."

"Thé ma lai c6 day." Ellery nghiém nghi néi. "Nha thap giac, dai sdnh
thap giac, ban thap giac, giéng troi thap giac, gat tan thap giac, coc thap
giac... Bao quanh badi tap hop khong 16 nhitng tht muoi canh, thi gidc cua
ta da bi danh Itra."

"GI co?"

"Y ciu la sao?"

"Chiéc coc nay c6 mot ky hiéu rat dac biét. Chwa nhan ra v?"
May gidy sau, Poe va Van dong thanh reo 1én.

"Nhan ra r6i ch?" Ellery gat dau, vé tw dac. "Thiét ké tat ca hinh thap
giac khién ching ta nham lan khong ngo. Coc nay c6 mudi mot canh!"
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"Vay, quay vé diém suat phat."

Ca ba tr@ lai dai sanh, Ellery cham cha nhin Poe va Van, "Gi¢ chung
ta da biét chiéc coc cé diém khac biét, Van, Poe va ca chinh toi déu c6 thé
la nghi pham sat hai Car. Hung tha béi thudc ddc vao coc trede. Néu 16 han
cam no 1én thi chi viéc khong udng la xong."

"T6i ban khoan, sao lai c6 chiéc cdc la lung dy gitta noi nay?" Van héi

"C6 thé la mot tro dua odi am cua 6ng Nakamura Seiji." Ellery mim
cwoi. "Trong kién trac thap gidc an dau mot thit le 16i mwdi mot canh, doc
dao qua phai khong?"

"Chi thé thoi a?"

"T6i cho la thé. Tat nhién, c6 thé mang y nghia dac biét nao d6. Hung
thu ngau nhién nhan ra diéu nay bén Igi dung luén. N6 khong thé la do
hung thu chuan bj tir tredc. Coc nay phai dwgce dat lam riéng. Tém lai, han
ngau nhién phat hién ra sau khi 1én ddo. Vay ching ta déu la nghi pham."

Ellery hong hai khuyu tay 1én ban, dé nhitng ngén tay ngang tam mat,
"Cho khi ching ta ngt say, han 1én vao phong Carr cat canh tay anh ta r6i
ném vao bon tam. Véi Orczy cling vay. Du t6i chang thé hiéu han lam thé
vl muc dich gi."

"Agatha n6i rang nghe thay tiéng dong la, chac 1a am thanh phat ra khi
hung thu dang cat canh tay."
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"Puing vay, Poe. Moi ngudi tit lic dé6 déu bat dau canh gidac ma hung
thu van mao hiém hanh dong, chitng t6 viéc cat canh tay phai mang y nghia
quan trong. Nhung toi chua ly gidi duge." Ellery cau may. "Du sao, trong
ti'ng vu an mang, co hoi cta ba chiing ta déu ngang nhau. Tiép tuc..."

"Tiép theo la Agatha...a, la Leroux." Van ndi.

Ellery lac dau, "Khéng. La t6i méi diung. Dwgi ham ngam, nhung
khong thanh. T6i hom kia, trwéc khi Carr trung doc, toi da néi dén kha
nang Lam Oc c6 ham ngam. T6i doéan ring, hung thu cit canh tay Carr
xong, dan miéng nhya 1én ctra roi 1én dén ham ngam dé dat bay. Khi Carr
tring doc, moi nguwdi déu c6 mat & hién treong nén hung thi van nam trong
sO ching ta. Toi la ngwdi bi hai, c6 thé loai trir t6i phai khong?"

Ellery tham do phan &ng cuia hai nguwdi kia. Poe va Van nhin nhau,déu
c6 vé khong dong tinh.

"A, ciling kh6 bao dam d6 khong phai 1a quy ké cuaa tdi. Ma vét thwong
cling chang nang né gi. Vay gio, ta ban vé Leroux bi hai sang nay." Ellery
tram ngam gidy lat. "Chuyén do6 thuc ky qudi. Léoux bi danh chét & ngoai,
va khac v6i hai vu tredc, hung tha khong hé chat tay nan nhan. T6i cho
rang cé van dé ¢ day."

"Cong nhan, nhung du sao thi ca ba chiing ta van dang nghi." Poe ndi.

Ellery xoa xoa chiéc cam nhon, "Pung vay. Ching ta thit ban vé vu
Agatha da, vi cai chét ctia Leroux con nhiéu diém can can nhac. Nhw chiing
ta da biét: Son moi cia Agatha cé chat doc axit xyanhydric hodc natri
xyanua hodc tuwong tu thé. Van dé la chat doc dugc boi vao tir lic nao va
bang cach nao? Son méi ludn cét trong hop do trang diém & phong Agatha.
Sau céi chét cia Orczy va Carr, co ay cuc ki canh giac, luon khoa chat cira
phong, hung thu khong thé c6 co hdi 1én vao. Agatha ngay khi nao ciing t6
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son, sang nay lai tring doc, chitng t6 trong khoang thdi gian tir chiéu dén
dém hom qua co6 ké da hanh dong."

"Ellery, cé diéu nay."

"Gi thé Van?"

"T6i thay mau son ctia Agatha hom nay khac véi moi ngay."

"Sao?"

"HOm nay moéi co ay rat tham, khong giong mau moi nguwdi chét. Cam
giac nay thuc kho dién ta..." Van ap tng. "Hom qua va hom kia, co ay t6
son nhat hon, mau héng thi phai?"

"A..." Ellery gd ngén tay vao géc ban. "Agatha c hai thoéi son khac
nhau, mot thoi mau nhat hon. Vay théi son dé bi tam doc ti trudc roi.
Trong ngay thit nhat hodc ngay thit hai, khi Agatha khong hé canh giac, han
c6 thé dé dang lén vao phong c6 ay. Nhung dén tan sang nay, c6 ay mdi
dung no."

"Mot qua bom hen gi@. Poe vu6t nhe rau. "Co hoi ctia ba chiing ta van
ct ngang nhau."

"ROt cude van la vay. Nhung Poe, hdy xét trén goc do hung tha 1a mot
trong s chuing ta chit dirng n6i co hdi moéi ngudi ngang nhau nita."

"Vay cau c6 dé xuat gi khong?"

"Biéu quyét theo s6 dong.". Ellery binh tinh néi. "Nhw mét tro dua,
nhung hay nghe xem moi chiing ta néi gi. Van, theo cau ai dang nghi nhat."

"Poe!" Van dap khong chut do du.
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"Cai gi?" Poe bién sac, cadu dui luén diéu thudéc vao gat tan. "Khong
phai t6i. Nhung t6i doan, néi thé hai cau cling chang tin."

"Tat nhién khong thé chi tin vao 16i néi cau anh! T6i cling nhw Van,
cam thdy anh dang nghi nhat." Ellery that tha dap.

Poe bdi rdi thay ro, gian dit hoi, "Tai sao? Tai sao t6i dang nghi nhat?"
"Dong co."

"Pong co? Pong co gi? Tai sao t6i phai giét bon ngwoi ban? Ellery,
cau phai giai thich cho ro!"

"T6i nghe ndi, me anh dang diéu tri trong bénh vién tam than." Ellery
lanh lung dap.

Poe citng hong, hai tay nam chat dén noi cac khép chuyén sang mau
trang, run run.

"Chuyén d6 xdy ra vai nam trwdc. Ba bi bat vi dinh giét mot bénh
nhan trong gia dinh anh. Tam tri ba khong dwgc binh thwong."

"That vay sao, Ellery?" Van tron mat ngac nhién. "T6i khong hé biét
chuyén nay."

"Chuyén dé6 lién quan dén danh tiéng cia bénh vién, nén cha anh phai
tim cach xoa diu, da chi khoang tién 16n cho ngudi bi hai. Luat sw ditng ra
dan xép vu an do la ban cuda cha t6i. Lam vg mot bac si han phai chiu nhiéu
cang thang. C6 1€ qua sttc vdi mot nguwdi phu nit yéu than kinh. Ba thap chi
con twdng twgng mot bénh nhan dinh cuwép chong minh..."

"Im mom!" Po néi gian thét 1én. "Khong dwgc miét thi me t6i!"

Ellery huyt 1én mdt tiéng réi im bat.
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Poe cti dau, hai tay nam chat, cudi ciing cwoi cay dang.

"Cau dinh noi t6i 1a ga tam than chit gi? M6t cau chuyén qua stic gian
don." Sac mdt cqu bién déi, cham cham nhin Ellery va Van. "Nghe t6i n6i
day: hai nguoi cling c6 dong co!"

"Him. Anh th n6i xem?"

"Pau tién la Van. Hoi trung hoc, cha me va em géi cau bi bon cuép sat
hai. Nén cau chang wa gi may dia sinh vién 1dy giét chéc, &n mang ra lam
niém vui nhw bon t6i."

Van tai mat, nhung van da binh tinh dap lai:

"Chuyén xdy ra lau réi. Va néu cé ac cam vdi viéc viét truyén trinh
tham, liéu t6i c6 tham gia cau lac bo nay khong?" Van On tén gidi thich.
"Hon nita, t6i chwa bao gio tin truyén trinh tham dé cao ké sat nhan. D6 la
1y do t6i da gan b6 vGi moi nguwdi sudt thoi gian qua, va ca lan nay nita."

"Ai ma biét duwgc?" Poe chuyén muc tiéu. "Va con Ellery."
"Toi c6 dong co gi dugc chi?"

"Cau c6 thé n6i minh chang quan tam, nhwng 1o rang da chiu dyng du
khi Iuén bi Carr cham choc."

"T6i chiu dung da véi Carr uw?" Ellery ngac nhién. "O, vay ba nguoi
kia chi la thta doan che mat thé gian théi sao? That khoi hai! Khong may, t6i
khong hé dé y dén Carr va ciing chang bao gig ban tam nguwdi khac nghi gi
vé minh. Poe, anh that sy cho rang t6i ghét Carr dén mirc phdi giét anh ta
u?"

"Con nguoi nhu cau dau can nhiéu dong co. Giét mot nguwdi chi nhw
giét mot con ru6i!"
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"Vay anh nghi t6i la ké 'mau lanh' sao?"

"T 'méau lanh' khong mang sac théai hoan toan ding. Nhung cau thiéu
di diéu gi d6 trong nhan tinh. T6i nghi, cau la ké c6 thé giét ngudi vi cam
hiéng. Van, cau cé dong y khong?"

"C6 thé." Van than nhién gat dau.

Ellery thay tam tri r6i bdi, r6i chgt mim cwdi guwgng gao va nhin vai.
"Cha, xem ra, t06i nén cha y ct chi thwong ngay ctua minh nhiéu hon..."
ROi cé ba roi vao im lang.

Trong dai sanh am u cua Thap Giac Quan, sat khi ngap tran, long
ngwoi hoang mang, nhitng bitc twong trang trong cang méo ma van veo.

Tinh trang nay con tiép dién dén bao gio?

o
[
O
c/
;/

vong lai tir rieng thong, rit khé trén mai nha. Tiéng lach cach

"Oi, mua ro6i!" Ellery 1dm bam. Cau nguéc 1én nhitng giot mua ti tach
xuong giéng troi.

Mua ndng hat dan, roi trit xuéng, mudn cd lap ba nguwdi trén hon dao.
Bong nhién, Ellery lam nham gi dé va ditng day, van nhin 1én giéng.
"Sao thé?" Poe nghi ngo hai.

"A, khong, cho mot 14t..." Chwa kip n6i hét cau, Ellery da voi va kéo
ghé ra, di vong qua va hwdng vé phia tién sanh. "Dau chan!"
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Mua nhu trit nwdc, séong bién gao thét am am vay lay ca hon ddo, nhw
muon cudn né dén mot khong gian va thoi gian khéac.

Ellery chay du6i mwa, chang ban tdm 4o quan w6t sting. Cau khong
chay theo dwong mon vong véo ma xuyén thang qua rang théng dén phé
tich Lam Oc.

Gitra chirng cau ngoanh lai moét 1an dé chac chan Poe va Van van theo
kip. Cau hét, "Mau lén, kéo nwéc mwra lam nhoe hét dau chan!" va tiép tuc
phong nhuv bay.

Cau vap may lan, nhung cudi cung da dén dugc tdi noi. Quanh vi tri
Leroux guc nga van thdy 16 mo cac dau chan.

Poe va Van ciing vtra kip dén.

Ellery lay lai hoi, chi vao cac vét chan, "Chuyén nay lién quan dén
tinh mang chung ta. Phai nhé ki moi vi tri."

Duwdi lan mwa x6i x4, cd ba ngwoi tap trung nhin, c6 ghi nhé cac dau
chan dang nhoe dan di.

Lat sau, Ellery vuot mai toc w6t sting, xoay got chan.
"Vé thoi. Chung ta sé cdm lanh mat."
Thay quan 4o xong, ca ba lai tap trung gitta dai sanh thap giac.

"Hai ngudi c6 thé lai gan hon khong. Chuyén nay rat hé trong."
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Ellery cam but, m& cudn s6 tay mang tir phong ra. Poe va Van hoi do
dw, r6i dirtng day buéc lai bén Ellery.

"Hay vé lai ngay kéo quén, duvgc chi?" Ellery vé mot hinh chit nhat
choén gan hét trang gidy. "Pay la khu Lam Oc."

Cau vé thém mot hinh chit nhat nhé nam trong nira phia trén.

"Pay la dau tich con lai ctia Lam Oc, déng gach ngéi d6 nat, chd nay
la bac thang di xuéng bai da phia dwéi." Cau danh dau vao gitta mat trai
cta hinh chi* nhat to. "Mai phia dwdi vé bén phai la Thap Gidc Quan.
Puong ké & day la hang thong. Leroux ndm quanh day, tredc vueon."

Dich vé phia bén phdi, ngay gitta trang, Ellery vé mdt hinh nguoi, dai
dién cho thi thé. Cau ngang nhin Poe va Van. "Va gio la cac dau chan,
chung ¢ dau?"

Poe vu6t rau ludn tay, dap, "Trudc tién la mot chuodi dau chan tir 16i
vao Lam Oc - tic ctta vom thong - chay dén bac da. Hai la ba chubi ddu
chan tir 16i vao ay chay dén ché xac chét Leoux va ba chudi theo huéng
nguoc lai."

"Chinh xac. Con c¢6 hai chu6i dau chan 16n x6n, chay tir bac da dén thi
thé." Ellery vira n6i vira viét cac ki hiéu twong tng.

"Va ca mot chuoi dau chan di tir cho thi thé dén thang bac da." Poe gat
dau tan thanh.

"Pugc roi! Can ban la nhw thé nay. Van, c6 y kién gi khong?"
"Chuan roi day!"

"Ok, da xong."
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Ellery vé not cac miii tén, roi dat cudn soé tay & vi tri ca ba ngwoi déu
nhin ro.

"Lic d6 t6i di tir ctta vom thong dén Lam Oc, thi lap tifc thay xac
Leroux, hai nguwdi cting nhanh chéng chay dén noi. Sau dé, téi va Poe
khiéng xac Leroux, Van theo sau, tré vé Thap Giac Quan. Vay, ba chuoi
dau chan 16n xon nay la cia ba chiing ta. Khéi can ban nita." Ellery ngirng
lai, vuot mai toc wét. "Hai nguwdi khong thay cé gi do thira ra a?"

"Thtra ra? Nhitng dau chan sao?" Poe cau may.

"Phai! Nhitng ngwdi duy nhat tiép can hién treong vu an gom 3 ching
ta va hung tha. Tinh ca Leoux nita, la c6 nam chu6i dau chan xuat hién gan
thi thé. Nhung..."

"Ellery, khoan da..." Poe nhin vao sg do6. "Khong tinh ba chting ta, thi
c6 mot chuoi dau chén tir cita vom thong di dén bac da, hai chuoi tir bac da
dén thi thé va mot tw thi thé di dén bac da..."

"Vay la anh da nhan ra van de?"
"U’...”

"Dau chan tir ctta vom dén bac da va tir bac da dén bén canh thi thé, la
cta Leroux. Thé thi hai nhém dau chan kia di va vé giita bac da va khi thé
dwong nhién la ctia hung thu. Vay, hung tha tir dau dén?"

"Bac da..."

"Pung! Nhung phia dwdi d6 chang c6 gi ngoai bién. Hai nguwdi nhg
chit? Hai bén bai da déu la vach nidi dung ding, tir bién 1én dao, chi c6 thé
di theo cac bac da nay hodc cac bac & bén tau ngoai vinh. Thé thi hung tha
1én bai da nhw thé nao? Sau d6 han di dau? Mudn quay lai vinh, han phai di
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hét cac duong vong qua vach da. Nwdc thi kha sau phdi boi méi qua duogc.
Ma thai tiét nay duong nhién nwdc rat lanh."

Poe 14y bao thudc ra, tram ngam.
Van nhin chong choc vao so do, giuc Ellery, "Ro6i sao nita?"
"Van dé la: Tai sao hung thu phai hanh dong nhw vay?"

Ellery 1a ngudi duy nhét thich thiu véi viéc gidi ma bi an trong hoan
canh cam vo nay. Van im lang, nhét tay vao tui ao khoac.

"Hirm." Poe hang giong r6i néi. "Néu hung thu la mét trong ba chiing
ta, sao con phai xudng bién va boi trd lai dao, di bo thang dén c6 phai dé
hon khong? Han ciling c6 thé dé dang danh lac hwéng ching ta bang cach di
chan trén dat nham thay doi kich thwdc va chiéu hwdng cac dau chan. Trén
dao khong c6 chuyén gia giam dinh. Nhw vay, nhat dinh han phai c6 mot ly
do rit quan trong m@i quay tré vé tir bién."

"Hoan toan chinh xac. Khong khé dé nhan ra phai khong?" Ellery hé
ha gat dau va ditng 1én. "Chuing ta an théi. Pa 3 gio chiéu roi."

"An?" Van ngac nhién. "Liic ndy ma lai &n? Ellery, tai sao hung thu

lai...

"Cho da roi sé noi sau. Birng sot rudt. Tt sang dén gio ching ta chwa
c6 gi vao bung." Ellery quay nguwoi di vao bép.
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"Gio thi 6n roi."
Chén gon bita trra vGi hop do va ca phé, Ellery bat dau:
"No bung r6i, bat tay vao gidi quyét van dé thoi, dugc chi?"

"Tat nhién, théi ngay may cai tro Gp up mé mé do di." Poe dap. Van
cling gat dau ma chang néi 10i nao.

Biéu hién cua Ellery ti* Iic phan tich may dau chan khién hai ngudi
bdi r6i vO cung. Ho dé y cdu sudt bita an, nhung Ellery binh than nhw
khong va con tum tim cwoi nita.

"BU’QC!"

Ellery gat coc dia sang bén, m& cudn sO tay ra. Hai ngwoi kia buéc
dén ngoi canh cau, lang lang chu y khodng cach giita ho.

"Ta diém lai cac nét chinh da." Ellery nhin vao so d6 va bat dau phan
tich.

"Ching ta két luan rang dau chan cta hung tha chi gom hai chuoi
nguoc chiéu gitra bac da va thi thé. Ching t6 han tir bién 1én, roi lai di ra
bién. Gia st hung tha 1a mét trong ba ching ta, thi han sé di tiv Thap Giac
Quan ra vinh, xuéng bién, boi dén bai da, tréo l1én phé tich Lam Oc, giét
nguoi, sau do trd vé theo dwong cii. Vira ndy Poe néi vé su can thiét phai di
1én tir bién, nhwng diéu do6 cé thuc sy quan trong khong? Toi khong biét va
cling khong can biét. Vi né chang la gi néu t6i xét mot gia thuyét thuc té
hon."
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"Ellery, cau mudn noi, hung thu khong nam trong so ching ta, ma la
ké khac, han tir dwdi bién di 1én, titc la dén tir bén ngoai a?"

"Cé gi ma khong dugc, Poe"? Ellery gap cudn so6 tay lai. "Can ct vao
tinh hinh treéc mat, gia thuyét do la hop ly nhat. Ching ta khong thé roi
khoi hon ddo nay nhwng ngwai bén ngoai 1én day dé gt. Han khong can boi,
chi can mét chiéc thuyén la xong."

"Thuyén..."

"Tai sao Orczy va Leroux déu chét liic sém tinh mo? Vi nita dém hoac
sang som 1én dao thi rat khé bi phat hién. Hai ngudi thay sao?" Ellery vira
nhin cac ban vira rit bao thudc 14 ra. Nhung thudc hét, cdu ném né xudng
ban.

"Hut khong?" Poe day bao thudc ctia minh sang.

"Cé vé nhu Poe tan thanh y kién cua t6i?" Ellery rut mot diéu thudc,
cham Iwa. "Con Van?"

"T6i cho rang suy luan caa Ellery rat hgp ly. Poe, t6i cling hit mot
diéu nhé!"

"Cu ty nhién."
Ellery dwa bao thu6c cia Poe cho Van.

"Gia st suy luan ctia cau ding, thi tai sao hung thu phai chuan bi cac
miéng nhya kia?" Poe thac mac.

"Khong chi don thuan la 'nan nhan' ma con c6 'tham ti' va 'hung thd'
nita. Po6 chinh la tang nghia an phia sau." Ellery khép ho mat, nha khéi
thudc. "Mot 1a, cadc miéng nhyra khién ching ta tin rang hung thi nam trong
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ndi bo bay ngwdi, va mat canh giac vé khd nang hung thu dén tir bén
ngoai."

"Hai la?"

"Ap lyc tam ly. Mdy ngudi con st lai s& nghi ky 14n nhau, tan sat 1an
nhau. Pay la ch6 nham hiém cua hung thd, han khong can ra tay van co thé
giét nguwoi. Muc dich cudi cung la giét hét ching ta."

"Pung la 4c quy." Van 1am bam va cham diéu thudc.

"T6i van thac mac..." Poe dwa ngoén tay cai an thai dwong. "Sau khi
giét Leroux, tai sao han lai di thang ra bién?"

"Y anh 1a gi?" Van héi, dwa tra bao thuéc cho Poe.

"Hung thu van muon ching ta tin rang ndi bo c6 ké giét nguwdi. Sao lai
khong dé lai mdy dau chan gitta 16i vao Lam Oc va bac da, dé dang va hiéu
qua hon."

"C6 thé han khong chi y rang minh da dé lai nhitng dau chan."

"ROi han c thé vé dat lién u? Vay han dan miéng nhya 'nan nhan thi
ba' vao lic nao?"

"Diéu nay..."

Thay Van chua c6 cau tra 10i, Poe bén quay sang Ellery. "Nhan dinh
cta cau thé nao, Ellery?"

"T6i nghi thé nay..." Ellery dii mau thu6c vao gat tan, roi noi lién mot
mach. "Nhu Van vtra néi, cé thé hung thu khéng chi y dén may dau chan.
Trong treong hgp chud y, han sé muon dé dau chan & gitra 16i vao va bac
thém. Nhung han khong lam thé, vi tinh hinh khéng cho phép. T6i nghi
minh cé thé giai thich dwa trén phan tich cai chét cia Leroux. Cau ay bi
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danh chét. T bac dd dén Lam Oc 6 nhiéu vét chan hén loan, c6 thé suy ra
rang Leroux da bi hung thua truy du6i. To6i doan cau ay nhin thay han cung
chiéc thuyén dudi bai da ngay khi han chuan bi rdi khoi Giac Pdo. Leroux
nhan ra mc do nghieém trong cua tinh hinh nén voi vang bé chay. Hung thu
bén dudi theo. Han Leroux c6 kéu cttu. Sau khi du6i kip va danh chét cau
ay, han sg moi nguwdi nghe thay tiéng kéu thi tinh day va lao t6i trong choc
lat. Han c6 thé an nap & dau do, nhung cai thuyén lu lu duédi kia sé dé dang
bi phat hién. Do vay, han khong tinh dén chuyén dau chan nita, voi vang
chay xuong bai da, 1én thuyén di ra vinh, xem xem c6 ai dang di tim Leorux
khong. May man la khong. Hung thu lai 1én Thap Gidc Quan, nhom qua
ctta s6 nha bép. Khong thdy ai, han rén rén di vao, dan miéng nhya 1én ctra
phong Leroux roi voi va chudn khéi ddo. Néu quay lai Lam Oc sé ton thoi
gian va rat mao hiém."

"Huwm. Vay hung thu da ¢ day, trén hon dao nay ca dém qua?"
"T6i nghi han mo dén moi dém va theo doi chung ta."

"Nap ngoai ctra sO nha bép?"

"Kiéu nhw vay."

"Thuyén, neo & vinh hodc ngoai bai da?"

"C6 thé giau & mot cho khuat nao d6. Mot chiéc thuyén cao su ¢& nhd,
c6 thé thu gon dé dang. Mang vao rirng, hodc budc vat nang cho chim
xuong nwdc."

"Thuyén cao su..." Poe cau may. "Co6 thé dung dé di lai giita dat lién va
Giac bao khong?"

"Khong can vé tan dat lién. C6 mot noi hoan hdo dé an ndu ngay day."

" Miéu Pao?"
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"Chinh xac. Miéu Pdao! To6i cho rang hung thu dung léu trén Miéu
Péo. Co thé dé dang chéo thuyén tir d6 dén day."

"Phai, noi do rat thich hgp."
"Chuing ta thit nhin lai toan bé hanh dong cta han."

Ellery gap cudn s6 lai, day sang bén. Cau trdo cta bai xe dap xanh ty
lic nao, dat tirng 14 xuéng ban, vira choi vira noi:

"T6i qua han t* Miéu Ddo mo 1én day, nghe ngéng dong tinh chg thoi
co sat hai chiing ta, nhung khong c6 nén danh quay lai bai da. Chac han khi
do troi van mua, nén khong dé lai dau chan ti cita vom thong dén bac da.
Mua tanh khi han dang chuéan bi thuyén cao su trén bai da. T ltic nay, cac
dau chan dwoc gitr nguyén trén mat dat. R6i Leroux xuat hién, du t6i chang
hiéu tai sao cau 4y lai t6i d6 sém vay. Leroux nhin thady hung tha va chiéc
thuyén. Han hodng s¢ nhdt da dudi theo va giét nguoi diét khau. Lo sg@
tiéng kéu ctru ctia Leroux sé khién ta thitc giac, han di thuyén dén vinh 1én
quan sat nhwng khong thdy gi, bén 1én vao Thap Gidc Quan trwo miéng
nhua lén ctra. Toan bo qua trinh gay an co ban la vay."

Mot tay day thai dwong, mot tay chong 1én ban, Poe gian di héi, "Vay
hung thu an nap trén Miéu DPéo la ai? Ellery?"

"Duwong nhien la Nakamura Seiji." Ellery ditt khoat tra 10i. "Ngay tw
dau toi da cho la thé. Ban ndy n6i nghi ngd anh chi la dua vay thoi."

"T6i tam cho la Nakamura Seiji van con song trén doi, nhung 6ng ta
c6 1y do gi dé sat hai chiing ta? T6i nghi nat 6c cling khong ra. Chang 1€ chi
don gian vi roi loan tam than?"

"Pong co u? Cé chit! Mot dong co khong thé choi cai.”

"La gi?"
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"Y cau la gi?"
Poe va Van rudn nguoi, dong thanh hoi.
Elery khéo 1éo thu bai trén ban lai. "Ong Seiji c6 mot dong co rd rang

va hop ly hon ching ta rat nhiéu. Pém qua tré vé phong t6i bat chgt hiéu

"

ra.
"That sao?"
"La gi vay, Ellery?"
"Nakamura Chiori. Con nh@ chir?"

Im lang bao trum dai san toi tdam. Chi con tiéng séng tr xa vong dén.
Mua da ngot.

"Nakamura Chiori. Y cdu 1a...?" Van yéu 6t dap lai.

"Pung! M6t thanh vién mdi trong nhém. Vi so sudt ctia ching ta,
Chiori da dot tr thang Giéng nam ngoai."
"Nakamura... Nakamura Seiji, Nakamura Chiori." Poe 1am bam nhw

thé tung kinh. "Nhung khong thé nao."

"C6 thé day va chinh la nhu thé. T6i cho rang day la cach gidi thich
duy nhat. Chiori la con gai 6ng Nakamura Seiji."

"Ra la vay." Poe cau may, rat mét diéu Lark ra va ddt ngay vao miéng.
Van nham mat lai, dan hai tay sau gay. Ellery thu bai, dat 1én trén hop va
tiép tuc:

"Sy kién xay ra tréen Giac Pao cach day nira nam, la hung thu la
Nakamura Seiji. Ong ta thiéu ngudi 1am vuon hodc ai d6 khong rd lai lich,
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cung tam voc, tudi tdc va nhém mau vdéi minh. Ong ta van con song va
dang tra thu cho con gai..."

D6t nhién.

Co hong Poe phat ra am thanh rat khac la.

"Sao thé?"

"Poe?"

Cai ghé kéu cot két, than hinh vam v& cia Poe do guc xudng san.
"Poe!"

Ellery va Van nhao dén d& Poe day, nhung ngudi cau rung 1én dir doi,
cau vung khai tay hai ban, va, rat nhanh... Sau mot con co giat kinh khung,
Poe nam vat ra, bat dong. Cau chét.

biéu thudc Lark mdi rit dwge mot hoi, bi Poe ném di, nam im lim trén
san gach men xanh, khoi thudc van bay 1én. Ellery va Van choang vang, bat
dong nhin "Nan nhan cudi cung".
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Bau troi hoang hon van day may xam, nhung khong c6 vé sap mua.
Gi6 ngirng thét gao va séng bién ciing nhe nhang cét 1én mot giai diéu budn
tham.

Hai nguoi khiéng thi thé Poe vao phong. Bitc tranh ghép hinh duwéi san
van dang d& nhu thé chwa ai dong vao tir Ian cu6i Van thady n6. Khuén mat
dé thuvong dang cui xudng ctia mady chid con cao con trong that buon.

Ho tranh khong giam lén bitc tranh, than trong dat Poe 1én giwong.
Van dap chan va Ellery vu6ét mat cho ban.

Sau khi 1ang 1& cau nguyén, hai nguwoi roi khéi phong ma chang néi
noi 10i nao.

"Cho chét! Lai mot qud bom hen gid nita." Ellery nghién rang mim
moi giam nat diéu thudc 14 Poe vitt lai. "Chac chan trong bao thudc ctia Poe
c6 mot diéu tam axit xyanhydric. C6 1é tha pham da dung co hoi 1én vao
phong anh ay r6i tiém thudc doc vao."

"La Nakamura Seiji a?"
"Con ai vao day dugc cha!"
"Vay, chiing ta cling dang gap nguy hiém." Van sup xuong ghé.

Ellery buéc dén bén ban, thap ngon dén dau. DuGi anh den lap loe,
nhitng cai bong quai di lai bat dau nhay nhot trén twong trang.
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"Nakamura Seiji..." Ellery dam dam nhin ngon lt¥a, 1am bam. "Van,
nghi ma xem, Nakamura Seiji la cht nhan cua Thap Giac Quan, tat nhién sé
biét rat rd diéu kién dia ly ctia Giac Pao va cau tric ngbi nha, dwong nhién
cO ca chia khoa cua ting can phong."

"Chia khoa?"

"Hodc mot loai chia van ning. Ong ta mang theo trudc khi phéng héa
roi mai danh an tich. Ong ta c6 thé vao bat cit can phong nao, dé dang sét
hai Orczy, boi thuéc déc vao son moi ciia Agatha, tdm thu6c vao thudc la
cta Poe... Nht m6t hon ma lwgng khap Thap Gidc Quéan. Con chuing ta la
dam con moi dang thwong da roi vao bay."

"T6i nhd minh da tirng doc bai bdo noéi rang 6ng ta la mot kién tric
su."

" T6i cling vay. Cé thé chinh 6ng ta thiét ké Thap Gidc Quan nay va
tao ra... L€ nao la vay. Bgi chut."

Ellery nhin quanh dai sanh, hai mat sang ruc.

"Sao thé, Ellery?"

"T6i bong nhé dén chiéc coc ca phé da giét chét Carr."
"Coc muoi mot canh?"

"Gi0 ta biét n6 khong chi don thuan la mot ky hiéu. Van, cau da tiing
thac mac Sao lai c6 chiéc coc la lung dy gitta noi nay, nhé chi?"

"A, phai."
" Luc ay, toi n6i d6 1a mat tro dua odi oam cua ong Seiji. Nhung cling

bdo rang no6 c6 thé mang y nghia dac biét gi d6. Trong kién tric thap giac
an giau mot thir 1é loi mwdi mot canh. Khong goi ra cho cau diéu gi u?"
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"Muoi mot canh nam lan trong mwdi canh. N6 c6 thé am chi bat ci
th gi..." Van lam bam, r6i bong tron mat ngac nhién. "Phdi chang la c6
muoi mot can phong?!"

"Pung thé!" Ellery nghiém nghi gat dau. "T6i ciing cho la vay. Thap
Giac Quan nay, khong ké dai sdnh chinh gitta, c6 mwoi phong hinh thang
bang nhau. Nha tam va nha vé sinh la mot phong, bép, tién sanh va bay
phong khach. Gia nhw c6 can phong thit mwoi mot nam dau dé..."

" Y cau la: Nakamura Seiji khong ditng ngoai ctta s6 nha bép, ma tir
can phong bi mat dé quan sat nhat ctt nhat dong cta ching ta?"

"Chinh xac!"
"Nhung n6 ¢ dau duge chi?"

"Cdu tao cua Thap Giac Quan cho thdy, dé chi c6 thé la mot ham
ngam. Va..." Ellery mim cuwdi. "Chiéc c6c mudi mot canh chinh la chia
khoa dé mé can phong ay!"

Ho tim ra can phong. N6 & phia trong ta chita do, dugi san nha bép.

Chiéc td Khong cé gi dac biét. Mot phan cua ddy, rong chirng 80 cm
vuong, c6 thé nhac 1én dé dang bang tay nam.

Cai ho trong tron, sau ¢d 50 cm, bon vach va day déu son trang.

"Van, chinh la n6." Ellery tro tay. "T6i doan néu c6 mot phong ngam,
thi nhat dinh sé & trong bép, cung vai chiéc coc. Va ding thé!"

Anh dén pin lia xuéng ddy, c6 mot 16 nhé dudng kinh khoang vai cm,
vién tron, néu khong chu y thi rat khé nhan ra.

"Van, dua toi cai coc."
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" Thé con ca phé bén trong thi sao?"

"Diéu nay rat quan trong. Panh do6 bo vay."

Ellery cti rap xudng, dat coc vao chinh gitra 16 dwdi day ta.
"Puoc roi. Hoan toan khép."

Chia khéa mwdi mot canh vira khép véi 16 khoa.

"T0i sé xoay thit xem sao."

Ellery can than xoay mang coc, qua nhién ctta ham tr tir nhe nhang
mo ra.

"Co6 may ky diéu! Cé nhirng banh rang hai hé thong nao dé gitip ngan
gay ra tiéng dong khi ctra bi kéo xudng."

Chi can di tiép vai bac cau thang la dan t6i can phong bi mat bén dudi.
"Ta xuéng xem sao. Van!"
"C6 nén khong?" Van dot nhién lui buwdc. "Néu bi phuc kich thi sao?"

"Ping lo. Troi vira toi, 6ng Seiji chwa dén dau. Va néu dén thi hai
chung ta thtra strc ha guc lao!" Bung sg."

"Nhung..."

"Néu cau sg thi c ¢ day, toi xuéng mot minh."
"Dagi toi, Ellery."

Mui am méc x6c thang 1én muii.

Ellery soi den pin, ca hai buéc xuéng tang ham t6i den nhw murc.
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Cong trinh da 1au nam nhwng cac bac thang van rat chac chan. Néu
bwdc can than, tham chi con khéng rung lac.

Pé phong mat bay ngé ngan nhw hom trudce, Ellery than trong budc
ti'ng budc mot, canh giac cao do.

Bwdc xuong chwra day muoi bac, ho da téi mot can phong rong rai
ding nhv dy doan. N6 bat dau tt phia dudi bép va m@ rong vé phia trung
tam dai sanh.

Nén va twong xung quanh déu bang bé téng mau xam, trong phong
khong c6 do dac gi hét. Tran nha chi cao hon dau Ellery, c6 vai 16 nho, anh
sang 10 mo goi xudng.

"La anh sang ngon dén dau." Ellery thi tham. "Cho nay ngay dudi dai
sanh, ching ta ngoi trén d6 noéi chuyén, ditng day c6 thé nghe r6 hét."

"Vay, lao Seiji thuc sy ¢ day sao?"

"Pung thé. Lao da theo doi nhat ctr nhat dong cua ching ta. Téi dam
ca con c6 mot ngach thong ra ngoai toa nha."

Ellery lia dén khap cac bitc twong xi mang xam den 16 cho, c6 mot vai
Vet trat va tu stra...

"Pay roi." Ngay goc phai dang sau c6 mot canh civa go cii ki.
Ca hai budc lai.

Ellery dat tay 1én nam ctta hoen gi.

Van khé hoi, "Ctra nay thng dén dau?"

"Cho roi khac biét."
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Ellery xoay tay nam. Tiéng cot ket vang vong. Ellery nin thé va day
manh hon. Canh ctra ma ra.

Ca hai 1ap tic rén ri va bit mii.
"Cai quai gi...!"
"Thoi kinh qua!"

Tt bong t6i xong ra mui thdi kham khong sao twdng twong noi, lam
luc phu ngii tang phai nhon nhao.

Ca hai lap tirc nhan ra mui nay ti thit gi boc 1én va rung minh ghé
tom.

D6 1a mui thit thoi riva.

Ellery run ban bat, cdm deén pin soi vao vung t6i den bén trong canh
Ccla.

Sau hut, khong biét dau 1a tan cung, c6 1€ day dang la 16i thdng ra bén
ngoai.

ROi cdu tr tir roi xuéng nén xi mang dwdi chan...
"Troi oi..."

"Oi..."

Ellery va Van cung kinh hai kéu léen.

Trén mat dat la nhitng tang thit nhay nhua, nhitng khic xwong trang,
h6c mat sau hoam t6i den...

Khong con nghi ngo gi nita, d6 la mot xac ngwoi dang phan huy rita
nat.
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10
Qua ntra dem.

Pai sanh thap giac khong mot bong nguwdi. Ngon dén dau da tat. Bong
toi vo tan xam chiém toan bo khong gian.

Tiéng song du dwong vong lai nhw dén tr mot thé gidi khac. Giéng
troi giong nhuw cadi miéng hé md, mudn nudt tron man dém va nhitng anh
sao nhap nhay...

Dot nhién, mot tiéng dong ditr doi vong ra tir dau dé trong toa nha.
Tiép theo la chu6i am thanh ky la. Tiéng mat co thé song thé dai, roi rén 1i,
r6i gam ru...

Thap Giac Quan chim trong bién Itta.

Toa nha bi bao phu bai thit d&nh sang choi loa, khéi den dam dac cuén
cudn boc 1én kém theo nhitng tiéng no inh tai nhitc 6c.

Ngon lra khong 16 lam sang ca mét vung troi, tan tir quan S phia bén
kia bién cfing c6 thé nhin thdy.
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Chuong 10: Ngay Thir Sau [1]
bién thoai reo inh 6i.

C0 md& doi mat triu ndang, Morisu Kyoichi li€c nhin dong ho dat bén
g0i: 8 gio sang.

Cau ué odi nhiac minh, véi lay 6ng nghe.

"A 16! T6i Morisu day... gi thé? Sao co a? No6i lai chdu nghe? Thap
Giac Quan trén Giac Dao bi chdy. Chac chit a?" Morisu gat cha sang bén,
nam chat 6ng nghe:

"Nhuwng con moi ngudi thi sao?... A." Cau gat dau, ca ngudi bun ran.
"A! Pén dé... Vang! Hiéu rdi, chau dén ngay day a. Chau cam on."

Dbat 6ng nghe xudng, da hoan toan tinh tdo, Morisu cham diéu thudc,
rit siu mot hoi va tran tinh trd lai.

Hut xong, cau lai cham diéu thit hai. R6i nhac 6ng nghe 1én.
"Kawaminami phai khong? Toi Morisu day."

"Sao thé? Som thé nay da goi dién." Tiéng Kawaminami con ngai ngu
tir dau day bén kia.

"C6 mot tin xau: Thap Gidc Quan da bi thiéu ryi!"

"Gi...gi co?"
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"Moi ngudi déu chét hét!"

"Khong thé thé duwgc? Lam sao... Khong phdi cau dang dua chi? Mai
moi la ngay 1 thang Tw ma."

"Pua thi da t6t. T6i vira nhan duwgc dién thoai."
"Nhung..."

"Bdy gio t6i di quan S, cau dén dugc chit? Co thé lién lac v6i anh
Shimada Kiyoshi khong?"

"D]J’C'YC! "

"Chung ta sé gap nhau ¢ d6. Moi nguoi lien quan sé tap hgp & phong
hop cta héi ngw nghiép gan cang. Bugc chi?"

"Ok! Bay gio toi di luon."”
Giac Pao, 11gio 30 phut th Hai, ngay 31 thang Ba.
Pbam dong nhon nhao.

Thap Giac Quan van dang boc khoéi, ca khu nha trong nhw bo xuwong
cta con thui khong 16.

Bau troi sau tham khong mdét gon may, mat bién 1ap lanh, gié diu
dang. Khung canh sang twoi bén ngoai va tinh trang thé tham trén dao la hai
thai cuc, khién ngwoi ta khong khéi ngam ngui.

"Bédo cdo sép, nguwdi nha nan nhan déu da tap trung tai quan S." Mot si
quan canh sat tré tudi dang goi vao may bd dam.

Pau day bén kia la mot nguwdi dan ong trung nién cao 16n, cam khan
tay bit miii, 16n tiéng tra 10i, "Pwoc! Puwa ho qua ddo. Bao t6i ngay khi ho

https://thuviensach.vn



tGi. Ping dé ho t6i hién truong."

R6i 0ng quay lai, tiép tuc cudc néi chuyén véi tay phap y dang lii hai
bén céac thi thé.

"Nguoi nay thi sao?"
Khong khi ngot ngat, dac sét mui tanh twoi.

"La nam gigi." Anh phép y trd 10i phia sau chiéc madt la 16n. "Véc
ngwoi nhd bé. Co6 vét thwong nang sau gay, do bi vat nang dap vao."

"Hirm." Vién thanh tra chan nan gat dau r6i quay mat di.

"Nay, bén d6 thé nao r6i?" Ong hét 16n, rdo buwdc vé phia mot cai xac
khac, nam gitta dong gach ngoi.

"Ciing la nam gidi. Co ¢ Itta bat nguon tir day. Thi thé nay bi twdi dau
hoa, c6 thé la ty xa dau vao minh."

"Vay 14 tu sét?"

"Con phdi xem xét thém cac yéu t6 khac. Nhuwng kha nang nay kha
16n."

Ong trung nién cau may, rao budc ra khéi hién trwdng. Mot canh st
chay theo héi, "By gid chuyén xac ra dugc chwa a?"

"Chd ngwdi nha ho dén da." Ong déap lai ngay 1ap titc. "Phai can than
khi chuyén thi thé, dirng dé cac vat chitng tach ra, sé khé phan biét danh
tinh, nhan dang."

Ong buéc nhanh theo chidu gi6.
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"Chéng thé nuét troi bita trwva gifta cai canh tan thdy man rg nay!" Ong
lam bam, boé chiéc khan tay bit miii ra, c6 hit chit khong khi trong lanh twr
bién.

Mat bién sang 1ap 16a phia sau tdm manh che xam xit, lanh 1€o.
Cau dang ngoi trong mot can phong, trong trdi va am dam.
Phong hop cua hoi ngu nghiép quan S.

May bo ban ghé gip ké 1on xon. Raéi rac vai nhom ngudi lo lang nhin
nhau, thi tham khe khé.

Morisu ng6i mot minh bén ctra s6. Triedc mat cau la chiéc gat tan xau
xi dung day dau mau thudc 1a.

Hoa hoan ¢ Thap Giac Quan, Giac bao.
Tim cau dap thinh thich.
Tat ca déu boé mang.

Gan 1 gio chiéu, Kawaminami va Shimada mé&i dén. Thay Morisu, ca
hai lap tc budc lai.

"Tinh hinh trén dao thé nao roi?" Kawaminami vao luon van de.

"T6i chuwa biét chi tiét. Ngwoi nha cac nan nhan vira di thuyén 1én dao
dé nhan dién thi thé."

"Moi nguwoi déu chét that sao?"

"U. Thap Gidc Quan bi thiéu rui hoan toan, ho tim thay thi thé cua tat
ca dudi dong tro tan."

Kawaminami ditng ngdy ngudi bat Iwe, hai vai rii xuong.
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"Co ké phong hoa?" Hay chi la tai nan?"
"Khong ro nita."”
Shimada bwéc lai gan ctra s6, nhin ra ngoai qua tdm manh che.

Kawaminami kéo ghé, ngoi xuéng bén Morisu, "Cau da néi vGi ho vé
chuyén birc thv chwa?"

"Chwa. Nhung t6i dinh bao cho canh sat biét, nén t6i c6 dem theo

"

day.
"Pugc roi."
Hai ngudi boi réi nhin nhau.
"Ching ta da dinh bay." Shimada 1am bam.
Morisu va Kawaminami cung ngac nhién ngoanh sang.
Shimada qua quyét, "Khong phadi tai nan. La giét nguwoi. La tra thu."

Vai ngudi trong phong liéc vé phia ho. Shimada ha giong thi tham, "O
day khong tién noi. Chung ta ra ngoai thi hon."

Morisu va Kawaminami ldng 1& gat dau, ti tir ditng 1én. Canh ctta sat
ndng né huwéng ra hanh lang. Loang thoang giong may ngudi dan 6ng dang

ban tan:

"...Nghe dau c6 vai cai xac la do bj giét."
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Ca ba di vé phia bién.
Ho leo xu6ng chan dé va ng6i xuoéng canh nhau.

Khéc han vé6i tam trang cua ho lic nay, mat bién thanb binh ém &, tam
trong nang vang ruc ro.

" Vay la moi ngwoi déu da chét." Kawaminami vong hai canh tay run
run quanh dau goi. "T6i ding la d6 ngu."

"Conan." Shimada nghiém trong, lac dau bu6n ba.

" Chung ta da di khap noi nghe ngéng thong tin, cudi ciing hoan toan
vo ich. Ba ngay trwéc con dén canh nay. Luc do6 it ra t6i nén nhac ho mot
cau."

"Khong phai 16i ctia cau dau." Shimada xoa cdm, nhw thé ty néi véi
chinh minh. "C6 bao nhiéu nguwoi coi birc thw do la that va chay nhao nhao
nhw ching ta ch#? Tham chi néu c6 bao canh sét, ho cling sé noi ching ta
dang nghiém trong hda van dé va mac ké ma thoi."

"T6i khong biét nita..."

"T6i van luén néi Nakamura Seiji con song, hoan toan nghiém tuc,
dam sinh vién trén ddo dang gap nguy hiém. Nhung chi cé thé. Chang thé
vuot bién 1én ddo chi vi mot suy doan, khong cé lay ti ti bang chitng xac
thure chuyén moi ngudi co thé bi giét."
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"Anh Shimada." Mosiru ngat 16i. " Néu dung la ho déu bi giét, c6 phai
nghia la 6ng Seiji con séng khong?"

"Rat kho khang dinh." Shimada lang tranh. "Nhwng con ai khac c6 thé
1a hung tha cha?"

"Diéu nay..."

"Anh Shimada, anh gidi thich nhw thé nao vé nhitng birc thw dwéi danh
nghia 6ng Nakamura Seiji? Liéu ching cé lién quan dén vu viéc trén Giac
Pao khong?" Kawaminami hai.

Shimada cau c6, "Xét dén nhitng gi vira xay ra, ta chi cé thé nhan dinh
nhu vay."

"Liéu co6 phai cung mot nguoi?"
"Co6 1€ thé."
"Nhitng thw do la sy canh bao chang?"

"T6i khong nghi 1a canh bao. Cac bic thu duge gii dén sau khi ho 1én
dao. Han ké sat nhan c6 muc dich khac."

"Vi du nhu?"

"Conan, lan dau ching ta gap nhau, cau da phan tich thw d6 cé ba y
nghia, con nhé chu?"

"Vang. T6 cao, de doa va goi nhac dén vu an nam ngoai."

"Puting vay." Shimada ué oai nhin ra bién. "Trén co s& nay, ching ta
bat dau nghién cttu lai sy kién nam ngodi, va tim ra sy that. Hanh dong nay
ndm ngoai tinh todn ctia hung thi, chac chan han khéng ngo ching ta lai
truy tim tan goc tan ré. Nén t6i nghi, y do that sy cda hung thta, mot la t6
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cao t0i 16i ctia cac cau, hai la khién ching ta c6 cam giac 6ng Nakamura
Seiji van con song."

"Nakamura Seiji?"

"Bang viéc gti thw vGi danh nghia Seiji, han gieo cho ching ta suy
nghi 6ng ay van con song. Tt d6 bién Seiji thanh ké gio dau chiu bang."

" Noi vay tic la anh dang nghi ngo..."

"Nakamura Kojiro?" Morisu than trong héi. "Ching ta da biét
Nakamura Chiori la con géi 6ng ay nén ké c6 dong co giét cac sinh vién kia
khong phai Seiji ma la Kojiro."

"Vé dong co, chi Kojiro dang nghi nhat. Nhung..."
Kawaminami liéc nhin Shimada. "...chui dy van lu6n & Beppu."
"Conan, cau con nh@ cau thanh nién do nai gi khong?"

"Al cg?"

"Con trai ngwoi ngw dan da chd may sinh vién hoi nghién cttu dén
Giac Pdo ay."

"A, vang."

"Cau ta néi néu c6 thuyén lap dong co thi di di vé vé gilta dat lién va
Gidc Pédo chang cé kho khan gi. Cau cé chac anh Ko khong lam vay
khong?"

"O."

"Anh ay n6i mdy hom nay ban viét bai nén déng ctra khong tiép
khach, khong nghe dién. Nhung liéu c6 phai dé la sy that?" Shimada khé
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gat dau, van nhin ra bién. "La mot nguwdi ban, rat ti€c phai néi t6i khong thé
khong nghi ngd anh Ko. Mat ¢6 con géi - sgi day lién hé duy nhat giita anh
va nguoi tinh bi sat hai tan khéc, ma thu pham lai chinh la 6ng anh trai.
Anh Ko cé thtra dong co gay an! Anh ay ciing titng 1a cha nhan Thap Giac
Quan, khong khé dé biét nhitng ké lién quan dén cai chét cua Chiori sap 1én
ddo. Anh 4y bén viét mdy la thw do dé trat han, dé cac cau ngd Seiji con
song, tir d6 nghi ngd 6ng ta. Anh Ko con gtti chinh minh mét 14 thu dé sam
vai nguaoi bi hai."

Ca ba nguoi tram ngam nhin ra bién.

"Pung vay." Morisu ué odi noi, pha tan sy im lang. "6 la ngwoi duy
nhat c6 dong co giét ho, trén hon dao chi& khong phai noi nao khac.
Nakamura Kojiro la nghi can s6 mot. Nhuwng, néi cho cung, van chi la suy
doan ma thoi, anh Shimada a!"

"T6i biét, Morisu." Shimada mia mai chinh minh. "Chi la suy doan
cta toi. Khong bang chirng, va tbi cling chang dinh tim hay bdo cho canh
sat."

Thay hai con thuyén xuat hién tir sau miii J, Shimada ding lén.

"Thuyeén canh sat. Ho dang trd vé. Ta quay lai th6i."
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"Ba nguoi kia la ai?" Vién thanh tra hoi anh si quan bén canh. Ho vira
tir hién treong vu an trg ve.

Cha nhéan hién tai cia Giac Dao, 6ng Tatsumi Masaaki, da cho biét
khach viéng tham Thap Gidc Quan mdy ngay nay la sinh vién dai hoc K.
Ho déu la ban cta chdu 6ng nén 6ng dong y cho ho lén choi ddo mét tuan
ké tr th Tw vira roi.

Dura vao danh sach tén 6ng dwra va su ho trg cda nha treong, canh sat
da lien hé vGi nguoi nha nan nhan. Trong do c6 vai sinh vién qué @ tinh
khac, thué tro trong thanh pho nén khong phédi moi gia dinh déu c6 mat.
Tuy nhién, nho cong tac giam dinh, ho da co ban nhan dién dwgc cac thi
thé. Canh sat tién hanh tham van ngwdi nha nan nhan, nhung chi thu duoc
rat it thong tin...

"Ba nguoi nao a?"

Anh si quan héi lai vién thanh tra trung nién. Ong ta chi tay vé phia
ctra s6, "Ba nguoi kia kia."

"A, ho 1a ban ctia nhém sinh vién da chét. Trwa nay ho dén dé hoi
tham tinh hinh."

" T6i hiéu roi." Vién thanh tra nghén céi c6 dai ngoang. Hai thanh nién
ngoi twa ctra s6 dang néi chuyén vGi nhau. Mot nguwdi dan ong nita, chirng

ngoai ba muoi, cao léu nghéu, ditng bén canh, nhin ra ngoai ctta s6, quay
lung vé phia canh sat.

Vién thanh tra dut tay vao tti 4o khoac, buwdc lai gan ba ngudi ho.
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"Lam phién nhé, cac cdu ¢ cing nhém véi cac sinh vién da chét a?"
Hai thanh nién v0i ngang mat lén.

" Toi la canh sat. Toi dang..."

"Anh vat va qua..." Nguoi dan 6ng cao gay ngoanh lai, tac lwdi noi.
"Qua nhién la chd! Nhin sau lung, t6i c thay quen quen.”

"Trung hgp qua! Du em van hy vong anh sé diéu tra vu nay."

"Anh Shimada, cac vi quen nhau a?" Mot trong hai thanh nién ngac
nhién hoi.

"T6i da noi r6i ma,Conan, toi biét vai nguwdi trong gidi canh sat, phai
khong nhi? Xin gidi thiéu: day la thanh tra Shimada Osamu & phong diéu
tra cua cong an quan.

"Shimada? Hai vi la..."

"Cau danh dung day, day la anh trai t6i."

"A.H

Thanh tra Shimada ho manh mét tiéng, li€c nhin khuén mat tho o cta
cau em trai von hoan toan doi 1ap vé tinh cach véi minh.

"Sao chu lai dén day?"

"Em gap hai cdu nay tuan tredc vi vai ly do dot xuat. Chuyén dai lam.
Ma thoi, cling khong quan trong." Shimada Kiyoshi quay sang hai cau
thanh nién. "DPay la Morisu & hoi nghién citu tiéu thuyét trinh tham dai hoc
K, con day la Kawaminami nguyen hoi viéen."
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"Hirm." Thanh tra Shimada bdi réi quay lai phia hai ngudi ngoi xuéng
chiéc ghé canh d6 va nghiém nghi néi. "T6i la Shimada. That tha vi khi c6
thé tap hgp nhitng nguwdi yéu trinh tham, kiéu tiéu thuyét diéu tra nhi? Mot
h6i nghién citu a? Hoi tré, toi cling doc rat nhiéu truyén trinh tham. Hoat
dong chu yéu cta héi la gi vay?"

"Cung doc va nghién citu tiéu thuyét trinh tham, va tac pham ctia cac
thanh vién." Morisu noi. Cung luc do, mot canh sat mac thwong phuc budc
t6i, dwa cho vién thanh tra mdt ban bao cdo. Ong biing nhe vao t& gidy va
gat dau.

"Bién ban khdm nghiém tit thi." Ong ta giai thich v6i Kawaminami va
Morisu. "Pay chi la so Iwge, ban chi tiét sé dwgc 1ap sau.

"Ong c6 thé hé 16 vai dieu khong?" Kawaminami hoéi. "Pa xdy ra
chuyén gi? Tai sao ho lai chét hét? Du la chat it thoi cling dugc."

Vién thanh tra liéc nhin em minh, mim moi néi:

"Pang nao thi cd nay ciing sé dén va truy haéi t6i, tdi nén tw minh noi
vGi cac cau thi hon."

"Cam on ong."

"Céc thi thé déu rat thé tham dang sg, c6 1é déu bi sat hai va chét trudc
vu hoa hoan. Ngoai trtt mot thi thé. Cau ta tw twéi dau 1én nguwdi réi phéng
héa. Lita bat dau tir chinh phong dy. Két luan lu6n thi e qua sém, nhung cé
1€ ngudi nay da giét ban minh roi tuw sat. Tén cau ta la..." Thanh tra Shimada
nhin t& bién ban trong tay. "Matsuura Junya. Chac hai cau cling quen cau
ta?"

Morisu va Kawaminami thd hat ra va gat dau.

"Co dung la ty sat khong?" Shimada Kiyashi nghi ngo hoi.
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Vi thanh tra nhan miii, quac mat nhin em minh.
"T6i da noéi la chwa thé khang dinh! Con can chd bao cao chi tiét vé
nguyén nhan cai chét cia cac nan nhan." Ong quay lai phia hai thanh nién.

"Céac cdu co thé cho t6i biét Matsuura Junya la nguwdi nhw thé nao khong?"

"Nguwoi nhw thé nao u?" Morisu dap. "Thang Tw nam nay cau dy sé
hoc Ién nam thit tw khoa Luat. Matsuura Junya thong minh, hoc gioi, rat cé
tai an nodi, nhung hoi khac nguwoi mot chat."

"Cam on cau. Thém mot cau nita, Morisu."
"Vang?"

"Chuyén di nay la mot kiéu cam trai do cau lac bd cua cau td chirc
phai khong?"

"No6i la cam trai cling dung. Nhung khong phai hoat dong chinh thitc
cua hoi nghién ctru."

"C6 vé nhuw may ngudi nay dac biét than nhau?"
"Phéi. A, vang. Ho kha gin b6, toi nghi vay."

Anh céanh sat tré Iic nay lai buéc vao, néi tham may cau véi thanh tra
Shimada.

"Pugc! Hiéu roi."

Vién thanh tra thoc hai tay vao tui ao khoac, tu tv ding day, "Toi ban
mot chut. Nhwng it hom nita sé triéu tap toan thé thanh vién hoi nghién citu
dé tim hiéu ki. Kawaminami, cau titng tham gia hoi, néu roi rai thi ciling
nén c6é mat nhé!"

"Vang." Kawaminami lich sy dap lai.
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"Chao nhé!" Ong liéc nhin em minh 16i bwéc di. Nhung dot nhién
ding chan, ngoanh lai héi Morisu va Kawaminami nhw thé m@éi nhé ra diéu
gi, "Néu thuc sy Matsuura Junya la hung tha, liéu dong co c6 thé 1a gi?"

"Hirm." Morisu ngang dau lén va dap. "To6i chi khong thé tin Ellery c6
thé lam vay."

"Ai co?"
"A...ttec 1a Matsuura Junya. Ellery 1a biét hiéu ctia cau ay."
"Ellery... c6 lién quan dén nha van Ellery Queen a?"

"Vang! Do la truyén thong ctia hdi nghién citu. Hoi vién goi nhau
bang tén cac nha van nwdc ngoai noi tiéng."

"0, tat ca moi nguodi sao?"

"Khong chi mot nhom dai dién thoi."

"Nhitng nguwdi dén Giac Dao lan nay déu c6 biét hiéu nhw vay."
Kawaminami gidi thich. Mat vién thanh tra thodng mot tia 1ap lanh.
"Kawaminami, h6i con la hdi vién, cau cting c6 biét hiéu chi?"

"A, vang."

"La gi vay?"

"Hoi xau ho. T6i la Doyle, Conan Doyle."

"A! Mot bac thay trinh tham. Vay tdi doan Morisu 1a Maurice Leblanc
phai khong?" Vién thanh tra vui vé hoi.

Morisu khé cau may, lam bam, "Khong."
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MOt nu cwoi ty gieu thoang qua trén moi, cau tram giong nai:

"T6i la Van Dine."
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Chuong 11: Ngay Thir Bay
Tht Ba, ngay 1 thang Tw nam 1986.
Ban tin budi sang, bao A.
Vu giét nguwoi hang loat thit hai tai Thap Giac Quan - Giac Bao

Sang sém ngay 31 thang Ba, thi thé ctia 6 sinh vién dai hoc dugc tim
thdy dwéi dong tro tan d6 nat cia Thap Giac Quan trén Giac Pao, quan S,
tinh Oita. Danh tinh ctia cdc nan nhan nhuw sau:

Tat ca déu la sinh vién dai hoc K: Yamasaki Yoshifumi (nam 4, khoa
Y, 22 tudi); Suzuki Tetsuro (nam 3, khoa Luat, 22 tudi); Matsuura Junya (
nam 3, khoa Luat, 21 tudi); Iwasaki Yoko (nam 3, khoa Dwgc, 21 tudi);
Oono Yumi (nam 2, khoa Van, 20 tu6i); Higashi Hajime (nam 2, khoa Van,
20 tudi). Ho dugc nhan dinh da ¢ trén Thap Giac Quan mot tudn, tir thi Tw
ngay 26 thang Ba.

Két qua diéu tra cho biét, c6 nam trong sb sau sinh vién nay da bi giét
trwdc khi xay ra héa hoan. Vu giét nguwdi hang loat va phéng héa nay con
khung khiép hon vu an giét bén mang ngudi & Lam Oc vao ndm ngoéi...

Béng tin bu6i chiéu ctung ngay, bao A.
Phat hién thi thé dwéi ham ngam Thap Giac Quan.

... Diéu tra tiép theo cho biét, phat hién mdt thi thé nam gidi dwdi ham
ngam cua Thap Gidc Quan. DPa bi phan huy nghiém trong, wéc doan tir thoi
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gian ti vong cach day tir bon dén sau thang. D6 tudi trén bon muoi, hop so
nit vo do bi danh bang vat cirng.

Sy ton tai cia ham ngam chi dugc phat hién sau vu héa hoan. Canh sat
ngo rang day la thi thé cia nguwoi lam vuon Yoshikawa Seiichi( 46 tudi), bi
mat tich sau vu an thang Chin nam ngodi trén Giac Pao. Nha chitc trach
dang tiép tuc diéu tra...
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Chuong 12: Ngay Thit Tam [1]

Pai hoc K nam trén lung chirng mot ngon ndi, c6 dién tich rat rong véi
cau tric doc ddo. Nha "hop" nam & goc trwong la toa nha bé téng, hai tang,
la noi hoat dong cua cac hoi nhéom sinh vien dwgc thanh 1ap theo sy cho
phép cua ban giam hiéu.

Chiéu thit Tw, ngay 2, thang Tw, mot hom sau ngay phat hién ra sau thi
thé & Thap Gidc Quan, khodng mwoi thanh vién hoi nghién citu tiéu thuyét
trinh tham tap hgp & tang hai nha "hop".

Can phong chat choi 16n x0n, ké hai chiéc ban hoi nghi. Céac sinh vién
ngoi sat nhau. Cyu hoi vién Kawaminami ciing dén dy. Nguoi triéu tap ho

la Shimada Kiyoshi em trai thanh tra canh sat Shimada, nhung anh ta lai
chwa xuat hién.

Anbh ta c6 té ra la ngudi quan trong? Hay dang ban viéc gi?

Morisu Kyoishi thay hoi lo lang, nhuwng nhanh chéng gat bo cam giac

ay.

Chang sao hét, anh ta khong biét gi. Anh ta khong nhan ra bat ct diéu
gi va sé khong bao gid biét.

Thanh tra Shimada xuat hién ctng hai si quan, mudén hon mot chit so
v0i lich hen.

Ong cau may nhin lan khéi thudc 14 mit mit khdp phong roi than mat
vy tay chao Kawaminami va Morisu. Ong quay lai d6i dién véi tat ca moi
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nguoi.

"Cam on cac ban da c6 mat ngay hom nay. T6i la Shimada." Sau man
gidi thiéu chinh thitc, 6ng ngoi xudng chiéc ghé dugc chuan bi cho minh.

Tirng hoi vién lan lugt ty gidi thiéu. Vién thanh tra diém lai cac nét co
ban cda sy viéc. Roi ong thong tha di vao viéc chinh, chéc choc lai liéc
nhin cu6n so trén tay va khudén mat cac sinh vién.

"T6i xin doc lai ho tén cac sinh vién gdp nan: Yamasaki Yoshifumi,
Suzuki Tetsuro, Matsuura Junya, Iwasaki Yoko, Oono Yumi va Higashi
Hajime. T6i chac rang moi ngudi déu biét ho."

Sau khuon mat lan lwgt hién 1én trong tam tri Morisu khi cau nghe tén
ho.

Poe, Carr, Ellery, Agatha, Orczy va Leroux.

"Nam trong sau ngudi nay da chét trede khi xay ra héa hoan, Oono va
Higashi lan lwot bi that co6 va danh chét, Yamasaki, Suzuki va Iwasaki chét
do tring ddc. Nguwoi cudi cung, Mattsuura Junya chét trong vu chay. Phan
doan so bo cho thay cdu ta da chét phong, twdi dau va ty thiéu."

"Trwdc khi ty t, tién boi Matsuura Junya da giét 5 nguwdi kia cé phai
khong a?" Mot hoi vién héi.

" Xem chirng 1a vay. Theo diéu tra, cau ta c6 ngwoi nha ma@ hiéu thuoc
16n & thanh phd O va thuwong lui téi do. Pay cé thé 1a nguon goc cta cac
loai thudc doc kia. Bén gid tirng phut nay, canh sat méi tim hiéu dwgc dén
thé. Nhung chiing t6i chwa ré6 dong co. D6 la ly do khién ching t6i tap hop
cac ban lai day hom nay. Rat mong céac ban hgp tac giiup da."

"C6 kha ning hung thu 1a ké khac khong?"
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"Gan nhuv khong thé."
Morisu gan nhu thé phao khi nghe két luan cua vién thanh tra.

"Trwdc tién, moi bang chitng cho thay cai chét cia Matsuura Junya la
tw sat. Mat khac, thoi gian, cach thitc va hoan canh t* vong cua nam nguoi
kia rat khac nhau, cé nguoi da chét trude dé ba ngay... Cac thuyén danh ca
hiém khi di qua khu vire do, va toi cho rang rat it kha nang c6 ké 1én dao an
ndu mai phuc vai ngay dé giét nguoi ay nguoi."

"Thwa 6ng." Kawaminami ngit 16i. "Trong vu 4n Lam Oc trén Giac
Pado nam ngoai, ong Nakamura Seiji chét chdy nhuwng canh sat da tirng
nhan dinh 6ng ta bi ké khac sat hai? Vay toi e rang..."

"A, n6 chita rat nhiéu diéu ki la." Vién thanh tra nhin thing vao mat
cau. "Vao thoi diém 4y, nguyén nhan chinh dé phan doan Nakamura Seiji bi
giét 1a ngwoi lam vwon mat tich. Mot nguwdi dang trén ddo, dot nhién bay
hoi, 1& tw nhién sé bi nghi ngd. Nhung hién tai, ching t6i da tim thdy mot
thi thé dwdi tang ham bi mat ctia Thap Giac Quan nhw bao chi ngay hém
qua dwa tin. Va dya vao thoi gian, tudi tac va voc dang, ching toi két luan
dé chinh la nguwoi lam vuon."

"Thi ra la thé."

"Cho nén, bat budc phai thay doi nhan dinh vé sy kién Giac Pao xay
ra nam ngoai. Tdc la, ong Nakamura Seiji da phong hod, toan bg vu an la
do minh 6ng ta gy ra. Ong ta giét mot loat ngudi roi ty sat.”

Vién thanh tra nhin Kawaminami va Morisu, day ngu y, "T® mot
nguon tin dang tin cdy, ching t6i c6 dwgc vai bang chitng mdéi ung ho gia
thuyét nay."

Han la Shimada Kiyoshi da néi ra, Morisu tham nghi. Nhung anh ta da
khang dinh chac chan rang sé khong cung cap cho bén diéu tra bat cit thong
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tin hay gid dinh nao. Morisu cam thay tin twéng con nguwdi nay du anh trai
anh ta lam céanh sat. Thé thi...

Hay chinh 6ng Nakamura Kojiro noi ra?

"Tam thoi khéng ban van dé nay." Thanh tra Shimada nhin moi ngudi.
"Nhwng ai biét chuyén sauq ngudi nay di choi Giac bao?"

Morisu va Kawaminami gio tay.

"Chi c6 hai nguwoi? Hai cau c6 biét chuyén di dy do ai kh&i xwdng
khong?"

"Ho da ban viéc nay tw rat 1au r6i." Morisu tra 16i. "Vira hay nho vao
vai moi quan hé, nén c6 thé hién thuc héa chuyén di."

"Quan hé? La quan hé gi?"

"Bac t6i, Tatsumi, kinh doanh dia 6c, mua lai dao Tsunojima. Va t6i da
néi t6i co thé hoi xin gidp."

"Y cau la 6ng Tatsumi Masaaki? Vay ra cau la chau 6ng ay? Nhung tai
sao cau khong di cung?"

"Khong, t06i khéng c6 hitng dén mot noi ma tham kich vira xdy ra cé
sau thang. Ho déu thich thi, nhung toi thi khong, phong cting khong du."

"Khong du phong? Nhung co6 tdi bay phong ngu kia ma!"
"Thye ra chi c6 sdu phong. Cac 6ng ctt hdi bac t6i thi biét: c6 mot gian
khong thé & ndi vi dot nat khiép lam. Trong phong chang c6 gi ngoai may

cai gia treo twong va vai dé dac hong héc. Trong ct nhw c6 thé dé sup bat
ct lic nao dy. C6 mot cdi 16 16n do san nha bi hong nita."

"Thé a? Vay trong sau nguoi do, ai la ngudi té chirc?"
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"T6i ndi v6i Leroux vé ngo6i nha, a xin 10i, y t6i la Higashi. Cau ay sé
la tong bién tap ctia nhiém ki téi day, tirc la nguwdi phu trach cta hoi nghién
cttu. Nhung cdu ay cling c6 ban bac vdi Matsuura Junya."

"Vay la Higashi va Matsuura."

"Dling thé."

"Bén canh hanh ly ca nhan, ho con cé thic an, chan man va vai vat
dung khac. Ho mang theo bang cach nao vay?"

"Do bac t6i thu xép, toi cling giip mot tay. Thué mot thuyén danh ca
chuyén do lén dao tredc d6 mot ngay."

"Hirm, tat nhién toi sé can kiém chirng lai cac thong tin, theo ding tha
tuc." Thanh tra Shimada xoa xoa cdi ma mém nheéo, nhin lai khap lwgt moi
nguoi. "Co ai ¢ day biét dong co giét nguwdi ctia Matsuura Junya khong?"

Trong phong c6 nhitng tiéng xi xao ban tan, Morisu cling tham gia
may cau nhung dau 6c lai dang nghi nggi chuyén khac.

Khuo6n mat xinh xan.
Than hinh manh mai, yéu kiéu.
Mai téc den nhanh x6a xuéng bo vai.

Cdp 16ng may thanh manh. Lic nao cling ngwong ngung. Doi mat
hanh quay di cho khac khi gian doi.

DPo6i mbi hong véi nu cudi twoi tan va giong noéi nhe nhang tho thé...
Chiori.

Ho hoa hgp dong diéu, kin ddo yéu nhau, nong nang dam tham.
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Oi, Chiori. Chiori. Chiori...

Cau khong ké ma6i tinh nay vai bt ct a, Chiori cling vay. Khong phai
cau c6 y gidu kin hay xau ho. Pon gidn la ca hai déu sg. Ho so phai sé chia
thé gidi nhé bé binh yén ctia minh cho nguoi khac...

Nhung roi tat cd da bi hay diét trong mét dém dinh ménh. Thang
Giéng nam ngoai. Chinh sau ké kia da cudp di sinh mang cua Chiori.

Gia minh & bén c06 dy dén phtt cudi cung...
Cau hoi han vo cung va cam thu sau ké kia dén tan xwong tay.

Nam xwa cdu da mat me, mat cha, mat c6 em gai nho nhu thé. Khong
mot 101 canh bdo, ké la mat da dung thua doan hét sirc tan bao, rung ron,
lanh lung twéc di khéi cau hoi am gia dinh. Cudi cung cau ciing tim dugc
Chiori, ngwoi con gai cau yéu. Nhung...

Do tuyét doi khong phai la tai nan.

Chiori khong phai la kiéu con gai wa bia rwgu. Cé cling biét minh c6
van dé vé tim. Cho nén, chac chan la may tén kia da ép c6 ay uong, lam co
khong thé chai tur...

Chiori bi bon ngudi dy sat hai!

Co 4y bi sat hai.

"Morisu!" O bén canh, Kawaminami cat tiéng goi.
"AR"

"Cau biét day, may btc thw thi sao?"
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"Sao ca? Do la cai gi?" Nghe dugce cudc noi chuyén gitta hai nguoi,
thanh tra Shimada ben hoi.

"Thyc ra, t6i quén chwa néi vGi 6ng." Kawaminami so tii do 1y ra
bttc thw. N6 dwge giti ding vao ngay ho vira 1én ddo. Morisu va t6i déu
nhan duogc."

"Thu ctia Nakamura Seiji sao?"
"Va-ang!"

"Hai cau cting nhan dugc a?" Thanh tra Shimada mé& phong bi thw
Kawaminami dwa, xem qua ndi dung. "Gia dinh nhitng nguwdi bi hai, ké ca
Matsuura Junya, déu nhan dwoc bitc the giong hét."

"Liéu no co lién quan dén vu an lan nay khong?"

"T6i khong chac lam. Cé thé chi 1a mot tro dua ngau nhién. Nguoi da
chét dau thé gwi thu cho ai?" Thanh tra Shimada né nu cuwdi guong gao, 10
ham rang 6 vang.

Morisu cting khuc khich cuoi theo, nhung tam tri cau dang chim trong
hoi twdng.
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Cau biét Chiori la con gai 6ng Nakamura Seiji tir tréc khi c6 ké cho
cau. Ong ta & trén Gidc Pao quan S, 16i séng hoi 1ap di. Sau khi Chiori qua
doi, cau vo cung dau dén, vat va ntita nam chang khéc gi céi xac khong hon.
R6i mua thu ndam ngoai, cha me Chiori chét thé tham trén Giac Pdo. Cau
soc nang, nhung chwa bao gio ngd duwgc rang chinh sy kién ay lai giip
minh giai téa duwgc noi phan uat trong long.

Hinh anh siu ké sat hai Chiori ludn hién hién trong tam tri cau. Nhung
hét 1én rang ching da giét Chiori thi chang c6 nghia ly gi. Ng mau phai tra
bang mau. Cau nung ndu y dinh trd thu. Tuy nhién, mai t6i lic 6ng bac
Tatsumi Masaaki mua lai hon ddo, cdu mdi hién thuc héa duwgce ké hoach
bay lau.

Giac DPao, noi Chiori chao doi, noi cha me c6 hing chiu tham kich,
ma sau ké t0i do kia lai mo dén chi dé thoa man long hiéu ki. Bitc tranh nay
kich thich cau ghé gém. Cau phai dung mot gam mau that dep dé xéa so

bon chung.

Thoat dau cau dinh giét sau ké dy roi tw sat. Nhung lam vay thi khac gi
chét gitta nhitng ké pham t6i, khac nao la mot trong so6 ching.

Cau can xét xtr. Bao thu dudi danh nghia xét x.
Dur liéu ki cang, cudi cung cau ciing lap dwgc mot ké hoach.
Giét sau ké do, va an toan trd ve.

Pau thang Ba, cau no6 phat sting dau tién, nhtr con moi vao cam bay.
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"Bac t6i méi mua lai Gidc Pdo. Néu cac cau muon dén tham va & lai
Thap Giac Quan, toi sé hoi th xem. BPuwgc chit moi nguoi?"

Khong ngoai dy doan, ching da can cau.

Sau khi nhat tri, cau cha dong ganh trach nhiém chuan bi cho chuyén
di. Cau sap x€p thai gian cho sdu ngudi, lya thoi tiét dé chon ngay.

Dé ké hoach dwgc thuan lgi, phai chon ngay troi dep, bién lang gié
ém. May sao, dy bado thoi tiét ha tuan thang Ba rat t6t. Tat nhién la mao
hiém néu dat cwgc vao thoi tiét, nhung néu tinh hinh x4u di thi chi viéc
hoan chuyén tham quan lai 1a xong.

Lich trinh mot tuan dwgc an dinh bat dau tir ngay 26 thang Ba.

Cau chuan bi ché &, thy'c pham va cac do dung thiét yéu. Cau chi thué
sau bo chan dém, hanh dong rat can than, sao cho sau ké kia nghi cau sé
cung lén ddo, nhung ngudi ngoai lai thay la cau khong di.

RO6i cdu viét chin bitc thw dwéi danh nghia 6ng Nakamura Seiji, vGi hai
muc dich.

Thit nhat, dwong nhién la t6 cdo. Cadu muodn tat tdt cd moi ngudi déu
biét, sdu ké dy da giét Chiori. Hai la, "thw ctia nguwdi chét" la mot moi nhiy
tuyét voi budc Kawaminami Takaaki phai hanh dong.

Cau ciling gti cho 6ng Nakamura Kojiro mdt bic thw vi biét
Kawaminami sé diéu tra ong ta. Cau biét ro tinh cach Kawaminami. Khi
nhan dwgc 14 thw kiéu nay, cau ta sé chay bo di khap noi dé tim hiéu, va
chac chan sé gdp cau dé ban luan. Du trong treong hgp khong nhw dy tinh,
14 thw cling la cdi cé tuyét voi dé cha dong lién lac véi Kawaminami.

Phong nghién citu cda treong dai hoc c6 san may danh chitr dé sinh
vién st dung. Cau ra siéu thi mua nguyén liéu va bat tay ché tac hai bo bién
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thong bao giét nguoi.

Thi Ba, ngay 25 thang Ba, mot ngay truedc khi xuat phat, cau gui chin
bttc thu tir thanh phé O. Tiép do6 cau dén quan S chuyén moi hanh 1y xudng
thuyén danh cé ché dén Gidc Péao. Cau trd lai quan S, n6i doi 6ng bac rang
dang chuan bi di Kunisaki va héi muwgn 6 t6. Cop sau xe chita xuobng cao
su, may nén khi, xang va vai thi khac nita.

Bac ciu chi dung xuodng cao su di cau ca tir hé sang thu nén chang lo
ai phat hién.

Mat lung cia mii J rat hiém tau thuyén qua lai, ké ca ban ngay. Cau
gidu xuong cao su may nén khi vao may bui cay gan bo bién, trd@ vé tra o to,
néi doi rang sé quay lai thanh ph6é O trong dém nay va t¢i Kunisaki vao
ngay mai. Sy that 1a cau chi vé thanh phd O dé 1ay chiéc mo t6 va phéng
len mii J vao ntra dem.

Chay 6 to tir thanh ph6 O t&i miii J vao budi chiéu mat chin muoi
phut. Nhung véi chiéc mo t6 250cc phan khéi thi chi mat chwa day mot
tiéng. Mo t6 viét da cé thé chay xuyén qua dong tréng va bui cay bén
dwong. Cau ric xe vao lum cay gan bién, che lai bang bat ndu. Sé chang ai
thay no.

Tiép do, cdu rap xuong may va mdc bo do 1an, Ién xuéng phong ra
Giac Pao, nhin duvong nho anh sang trang va anh den tw dong & thap hai
dang.

Gi6 dém nhe nhe nhwng lanh buét, tam nhin ciing han ché. Trudc day
cau da vai lan muwgn xuong cao su nén st dung kha thanh thao. Tuy nhién,
thé trang yéu 6t khién chuyén di vat va hon cau tuwéng.

DPé phuc vu cho ké hoach, tit hém treedc cau da chang udéng giot nwdc
nao nén vo cung mét moi.
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Mat ba muoi phut tir miii J 1én Giac Pao.

Cau dau xuong vao bai da, xa hét khi r6i nhét vao tii nylon cung thiét
bi nén khi. May né ciing dugc boc kin. Bu0c tat ca véi nhau cung mot tang
da r6i nhan chim trong khe da, dé phong bi séng cuén di. Mot dau day dugc
neo vao mom da. Cac hop xang thi dugc phan tan gitta nhirng bui cay trén
mui J.

Duwéi anh trang, cau cam den pin cd 1én di vé phia Thap Giac Quan,
buwdc vao gian phong dot nat, ngt trong tii ngt mang dén twr chiéu.

Chiéc bay da dwgc bo tri xong, chi con chd con mo6i xuat hién.
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HOm sau, ngay 26 thang Ba, sau nguoi kia lén dao.

Khong mot chit nghi ngo, khong cach thitc lién lac véi dat lién trong
sudt mot tuan du cé chuyén gi xdy ra di nita. Ho mai mé tan hwéng bau
khong khi phiéu Iwu, mao hiém trén hon ddo.

Toi d6, cau vién cd mét moéi vi cam lanh réi vao phong nghi sém.
Chinh la hiéu qua cta chiéu "lam co thé mat nuwéc".

Cau biét trang thai mat nwdc tia co thé sé na na bi cam. Khong thé don
gian gid vo bi 6m, vi cau biét sé chang ltra n6i "bac si" Poe, mat khac, cau
c6 thé thoat khoi dién nghi ngo.

B6 lai sdu ké dang tro chuyén rom ra & dai sanh, cau thay do lan, xach
ba 16 dyng cac vat dung t6i thiéu roi chuon ra ngoai. Cau dén bai da, rap
xuong cao su, phong vé mii J trong man dém. R6i cau di mo td tr§ ve
thanh ph6 O va t6i nha khoang 10 gid toi.

Du da kiét sttc, nhung viéc quan trong gio mdi chi bat dau.

Cau goi dien cho Kawaminami, 1gi dung cau ta nhv mot nhan chirng
Ve si* c6 mat ctia cau ¢ thanh pho O.

Khong ai nghe mdy. Nhung gia st Kawaminami dang di day do diéu
tra thi cdu ta ciing sé nhanh chéng goi lai cho cdu. Va rat cé thé cau ta da
goi cho cau may lan r6i. Cau ta sé hoi Morisu di dau, cau tra 16i nhw thwong
1é: T6i di ve.
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Morisu con chudn bi san bang chitng hanh tung cia minh trong thoi
gian sau nguoi kia dén Giac Pao. D6 1a bic tranh vé twgng Phat trén vach
nui.

Pung ra la c6 nhitng ba bt tranh.

Birc thit nhat phat thdo so bo bang chi va méi bat dau t6, birc thit hai
da dung dao phét mau lén, bitc thit ba la tranh hoan thién. Pwong nhién, ca
ba bitc tranh déu c6 bo cuc y hét.

Mua thu nam ngoai, trong tam trang chan chuwong cuc do, Morisu lang
thang dén vung nui & ban ddo Kunisaki. Cau da dya vao tri nhé dé vé tranh
lai, nhung thay bang khung canh dau xuan.

Cau dat 1én gia vé bic thi nhat, r6i vira doc bitc thw giti cho chinh
minh vira chd dién thoai cia Kawaminami. Néu khong lién lac dugc vdi
Kawaminami, cau sé di gdap "nhan ching" khac ngay trong dém nay. Qua
sOt rudt, cai dau Morisu ct nhw phat s6t, cau phai rat cd gang tw kiém soat
de tran tinh.

Gan 12 gio dém thi dién thoai reo.

Kawaminami da vao trong. Cau ta néi, ngay hom do cau ta da dén nha
ong Nakamura Kojiro @ Kannawa. Morisu thay hoi e ngai vé sy xuat hién
dot ngdt cua Shimada Kiyoshi, mot nguoi Kawaminami vira maéi gap.

Cang c6 nhiéu nguoi la chitng, dwong nhién cang t6t, nhwng nhap
cudc qua sau thi khong nén. Cau chi can tham gia mét chut vao tro choi
trinh tham nay la dugc.

May sao, hai ngudi ndy chi quan tim dén céc su kién qua khit. ft nhat,
cau sé chang can ban tdm lo lang ho bam theo sau ké kia 1én ddo. Sau khi
gdy an twgng manh vé nang lwc, cau da dung tir "tham tir tai gia" dé khang
dinh vai tro ta minh trong nhém. R6i cau thong abol minh sé t¢i Kunisaki
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dé vé va dé nghi ho goi lai vdo dém hom sau. Loi goi y tdi Ajimu gap
Yoshikawa Masako la dé cat dit sy chu y cta ho véi Giac Bao.

Sau khi hai nguwdi ho ra vé, Morisu nghi ngoi qua loa. Truwéc binh
minh, cau phong mo t6 t6i mii J va nhanh chong 1én dao.

Trd lai Thap Giac Quan, chac chan khéng c6 ai trong dai sanh, cau 1én
vao va xép cac miéng nhwa 1én ban.

Nhitng miéng nhwa chét chéc kia c6 dung y gi?

Phdi chang cdu mudn ho cdm nhan xem "nan nhan" nghia la gi? Hay
xuat phat tr mot "nghia vu" tinh té: néu khéng tuyén bo trude "hinh phat"
thi cau la ké thiéu cong bang? Hay dé la sy ché nhao dinh cao danh cho bon
ho?

Cau trad 10i nam gitta nhitng suy nghi rdi ren, phitc tap ctia cdu. Nlo
ham chita cé ba diéu do.

Pém tht hai, Morisu tr0 vé nha sém hon ngay thit nhat. Trudc khi roi
dai sanh, cdu gap chut rac r6i véi Carr, nhung réi cling thoét than yén on.

Vi co thé bi mat nwéc, Morisu buéc di loang choang. Trudc khi thay
bd quan o lan, cau uéng can coc nudc Agatha dua cho. Ké tir ngay thit ba,
cau sé khong phai tré vé dat lién nira, can nhanh chéng bo sung nuwéc dé
phuc hoi sttc khoe.

Hanh trinh t* Giac Do vé thanh phé O vat va hon ngay dau, da may
lan cau dinh bé cudc. Nhin lai, Morisu thyc sy kinh ngac vi co thé com
nhom ctia minh lai cé duwgc ngan ay nang lwong.

Vé dén nha, ciu lap titc uéng nuwéc vo t6i va. Ké ca khi Shimada va
Kawaminami dén ban vé vu Giac Dao, cau van tiép tuc uéng lién may coc
hoéng tra.
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Vi khong dinh quay lai thanh ph6 O, sau khi dién xong man kich can
thiét, Morisu phan déi y kién cda hai ngudi, va tuyén b6 minh chdm dut
tham gia ban luan, dé ho dirng lién la véi cau nita.

Thyec ra, nhitng 161 gay gat v6i Shiamda xuat phat tir ddy long Morisu.
Cau voO cung tirc gian khi biét ho dinh dao xdi cudc doi Chiori.

Cing nhu hom trede, Morisu trd lai Giac Pao trude khi troi sang.
Ngoi gitta can phong u t6i ctia minh, cau gang sitc kiém ché con phan uat.
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Co6 vai 1y do dé cau lwa chon Orczy la nan nhan dau tién.

Trudc hét, d6 1a hanh dong nhan tir. C6 ta sé khong phai trdi qua
quang thoi gian lo au va sg hai.

Orczy la ban t6t ctia Chiori. Cé diéu gi d6 & cd gai nay luén ngodnh
mat di, that giong Chiori. C6 cling chang phai ké try tiép chudc rwgu khién
Chiori phdi chét. C6 la nguwdi chitng kién. Nhung vay cling qua da dé chiu
an t hinh.

MGt 1y do quan trong khong kém la chiéc nhan vang Orcxy lu6n deo &

ngon gitta tay trai.

Cau cht tirng thdy Orczy mang nhan trudc do, nén méi dé y. Do la
chiéc nhan cau tang Chiori nhan dip sinh nhat c6.

Cau nhd Orczy da khéc rat nhiéu trong 1€ tang Chiori. C6 1é c6 ta da
dwoc tang n6 lam ki niém.

Néu c6 la ban than Chiori, han c6 phai biét day la nha cta ban, tham
chi con biét ma6i quan hé tham kin gitta Chiori va Morisu.

Mat trong chiéc nhan khac "MK & NC" la viét tat tén cau va Chiori.
Cau phai canh gidc, du tredc day Chiori chuwa tirng ké véi Orczy vé moi
tinh ctia minh thi van c6 kha nang Orczy phan doan ra nhitng chit cai nay
sau khi Chiori chét. Chi can mdt ngudi chét, c6 ta sé nhanh chéng nhan ra
danh tinh va dong co cua ké sat nhan.

D6 1a 1y do cau giét Orczy dau tién. Cau khong con Iwa chon khac.
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Cau ron rén buéc ra dai sanh, vao thang phong Orczy. Cau muwgn Ong
bac chia khoéa van nang, va tat nhién khong néi cho ai biét. Orczy van dang
ngu say, Morisu van hét sttc ly, that nghién sgi day thirng quanh c6 c6.

Hai mat Orczy m& to, sap ban ra khéi hoc mat, miéng méo mé, mat tai
nhgt, roi nhanh chéng kiét sitc, tat thd... Morisu chinh don tir thi, cau thuc
sy co chut mui long x6t xa cho co gai.

Morisu von chi dinh thdo chiéc nhan Orczy dang deo. Day la di vat
cta Chiori, va cau cling sg ngudi ta diéu tra nhitng chit cai khac bén trong.
Nhung ngén tay Orczy bi sing phong, do di (tng v6i moi trudong trén dao,
nén cau chang thé thao ra dugc.

Chirng nao né con nam trén tay co thi ho cling chang thé nhin may chi
cai nay. Nhung Morisu khong thé tir bo ky e v gia gitta cau va Chiori.

Phai dung cach khac, chat ca ban tay!

Néu chi chat ngén gitra sé goi dén chiéc nhan Orczy da tirng deo. Chat
ca tay trai vira khéo lai mé phéng vu 4&n Lam Oc ndm ngodi. Két néi nay
han khién ho lién twédng dén sy ton tai cia Nakamura Seiji.

Morisu cam con dao da chuan bi san, gang sttc cat ditt canh tay thi thé.
Cau dem chon sau nha, dinh sé dao 1én lay chiéc nhan khi moi sy da ém
XUoi.

Dé tao hién treong gia la cé ké dot nhap tir ngoai vao, cdu ma@ chot ca
ctra s6 va ctta chinh. Budc cudi cung: cau vao bép ldy miéng nhya "Nan
nhan thit nhat", dan lén ctra phong Orczy.

Morisu boi axit xyanhydric vao son moi Agatha tr hom trudc, tic la
chiéu ngay thit hai trén dao, 27 thang Ba. Du da thdy miéng nhwa, bon ho
van khong hé canh gidc, nén Morisu dé dang tim duwgc co hoi 1én vao
phong co.
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Cau du tinh c6 sé chét cung ngay tim thdy xac Orczy. Nhung vi qua
voi nén chi kip boi thuéc doc vao mot théi son. Qua "bom hen gid" nay
phat no lau hon cau ky vong.

Tiép dén la chi€c coc muwdi mot canh.

Ngay budi toi dau tién moi nguwdi lén dao, cau da tinh cd phat hién ra
chiéc coc la thwong nay va quyét dinh sé sit dung no.

Sang sém ngay thit hai, sau khi ddt cAc miéng nhya 1én ban thap giac
& dai sanh, cau tién thé cam lu6n chiéc coc vé phong minh va ldy mét chiéc
coc khac trong ta bép dat 1én cho da s6.

Natri xyanua va thach tin dwgc 1ay cap tir phong thi nghiém ctia khoa
Khoa hoc ty nhién tir trdc. Loai doc cau boéi vao coc la thach tin, khong co
mui. Trudc bita t6i ngay thit ba, nhan lic moi nguwoi dang lo lang hoang
mang, cau trdo chi€c coc nay v4i mot chiéc trén quay bép.

Vay la cé 1/6 kha nang chiéc coc chuyén dén tay Morisu, lic dé cau
chi can khong uéng la xong. Nhung chang can lam vay vi Carr da tré thanh
"Nan nhan thit hai".

Carr guc xudng ngay treéc mat khién Morisu kinh hoang hon ca cai
chét cta Orczy. Cau dang dé minh cuén vao mot tdi ac khung khiép. Su
thuc ay khién cau dau dau, mét méi. Nhung da trét dam lao thi phdi theo
lao, chang thé quay dau dwgc nita. Cau can binh tinh lai, lanh lung, tan
nhan két thic ké hoach nay!

Trudc khi troi sdng moi nguwdi rét cudc cling quay vé phong riéng.
Cho bon ho ngt r6i, Morisu sang phong Carr cat canh tay trai roi virt vao
bon tim, coi nhw duy tri sy nhat quan "mé phong" vu an Lam Oc nim
ngodi. N6 sé che day muc dich that sy ctia viéc cat canh tay Orczy. Tiép dé
Morisu 14y ra miéng nhira "Nan nhan thit hai" tir b nhya dw phong va dan
len cwa.
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R6i cau ra ngoai, bugc vé phia phé tich Lam Oc.

Vang vang trong tam tri cau la tiéng Ellery néi ngay truwdc khi Carr
guc xuéng: O Lam Oc liéu c6 ham ngam khong?

Bac cau da tirng xac nhan diéu nay. Cau dung né lam cho cat giau may
can dau cung nhitng vat dung can thiét cho chiéc xuong.

Ellery da nghi ngo c6 ké an dau dwdi ham ngam nén di tim kiém xung
quanh.

Morisu quét don san ham, lam nhw thé c6 ngwoi sinh séng ¢ day roi
lay trom day cuwdc cau cé ctia Poe va budc ngang cau thang. Cau doan
khong sai: ngay hom sau, Ellery da vieéng vao cai bay.

Oi, Ellery dai dot.

Ellery von rat thong minh nhung lai lam viéc chti quan va ngu ngoc
khong twéng dugc. Vinh quang ctia danh xuwng "tham t¢" khién vai ké hoan
hi dén mc bwdc xuéng can ham nguy hiém khoéng chit do dy hay can
trong. Ellery chi bi thwong & mat ca chan, khéng cé gi nghiém trong. Du
van lang 1& chd dén nan nhéan tiép theo nhuwng Morisu chang hé ki vong c6
thé giét nguwdi bang thit mwu meo vat vanh nay.

biéu khong thé lwong truéc ndam & chuyén son moi cia Agatha.
Morisu nhan ra c6 ta dung son khac mau théi son da bi b6i thudc doc. Néu
hom sau con bé nay van binh an, cau sé phai nghi cach khac.

Khi Poe néu y kién kiém tra phong ctia titng ngudi, Morisu c6 hoi chot
da.

Tat nhién cau da tinh dén kha nang nay. Cau gidu cac manh nhya, keo
dan, dao & bui c6 bén ngoai, quan do dinh mau khi cat may canh tay dugc
dem chon, cac hop xang dau thi gidu duwéi tang ham, con thudc doc thi cat
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trong nguoi. Khong c6 vé ho sé kham ngwoi nhau. Trong phong chi con bo
quan 4o lan, nhung du c6 bi phat hién, cau hoan toan c6 thé vién cG giai
thich duoc.

Nhung du sao, cau van khong mudn ho thay tinh trang can phong. Cau
c6 thé giai thich minh chon can té nhat vi la ngudi chiu trach nhiém chuan
bi moi thit. Nhirng ho khong biét thi van to6t hon. Vi thé nén cau méi phan
bac y kién nay ctia Poe.

Pém hom do...

Agatha bong hoang loan 1én con r6 dai, moi ngudi bat ngd vé phong
som. Morisu khong dinh roi Giac Pao nhung cd dem khong lam gi thi qua
lang phi. Tré vé thanh pho O roi lién lac véi Kawaminami sé gitp loai trie
hoan toan kha nang cau c6 mat ¢ Thap Giac Quan.

Cau cam thay hoi bat an. Trdi day may, nhung dy bao thoi tiét ndi sé it
c6 kha nang mua va lang séng. Cau xoc lai tinh than, ha quyét tam vé thanh
pho O nhw hai dém trwéc d6. Pau tién, cau vé phong minh, xép gia vé lén
xe moO t6 gid nhu vira tir Kunisaki vé va thang tién dén nha Kawaminami.
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Budi t6i c6 mwa nhd, nhung khong thanh van dé. S6m tinh mo ngay
tht nam, tic 30 thang Ba, Morisu tr@ lai Giac Pao, binh an vo su.

Cau tiép can bai da, tat dong co, roi bai cheéo cap ba. Khi dang budc
xuong vao hon da chuan bi gidu di thi xdy ra chuyén bat ngo.

Morisu nghe vang vang cé tiéng goi gap gap bén ngang dau lén, nhan
ra Leroux dang dirng trén bac da, mat mii that sac, vé cuc ki sttng sot.

D3 bi phét hién, danh giét ngudi diét khau. Y nghi nay lap tirc nay ra
trong dau.

Chang con thoi gian dé binh tinh nghi xem vi sao Leroux lai ditng day
mot minh s¢m thé. Chac cau ta da phat hién ra sgi day thirng budc & mom,
da nén mu6n xem cu thé 1a gi. Du sao, Leroux da thay cau. Du c6 thé chua
twong tan Sy viéc nhung qua hiéu chuyén gi sé xdy ra.

Morisu nhdt hon da dwdi chan 1én, dudi theo Leroux dang chay thuc
mang.

Cau hoang mang sg hdi, nhung Leroux con hoang loan hon, loang
choang cudng quyt khong chay ndi. Khodng cach bi rtit ngan nhanh chéng.
Leroux huwéng vé phia Thap Gidc Quén, vira chay vira la hét kéu ciu.
Nhuwng Morisu da ap sat phia sau, ném hon da vao dau Leroux. Cau ta lap
tirc guc xuong véi mot am thanh rgn ngwoi. Morisu nhat hon déa 1én va nén
lién hoi vao dau Leroux...

Khi biét chac Leroux da chét, Morisu chay nhw bay xuéng bai da. Cau
c6 nghi vé dau chan ctia minh nhuwng khong con thi gio nita. Cau lo sg ai do
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c6 thé nghe thay tiéng kéu citu ctia Leroux.

Cau nhin diu chan nhoe nhoet trén mat dat kho, ma nhan ra la dau
chan ai. Chang c6 canh sat nao ca nén khong can lo lang va cau ct thé mac
ké chung.

Diéu cau lo la ai d6 dén day va thay cai xuéng, moi chuyén sé két
thuc.

Morisu roi bai da, di xuéng ghénh vinh. Cau nhanh chéng kéo chiéc
xuong vao dwdi gam cau va danh gia tinh hinh. Chwa ai day. Cau da gap
may.

Cau treo 1én cau 16i chiéc xubng lén va gidu né trong nha thuyén. Kha
nguy hiém nhung con hon la quay lai bai da.

Cau bwdc vao Thap Gidc Quéan, dan miéng nhya "Nan nhan thit ba"
1én ctta phong Leroux, r6i tr@ vé phong chui vao tii ng.

Morisu rat thap thom bat an, chdp chon ntra thitc nitra nga. Toan than
ra roi, nguc cang tirc nang né. Roi dong ho bao thitc reo chudng, cau tré ra
dai sanh thap giac va nhin thady xac Agatha. Sang nay, c6 ta da d6i mau son.

T6i khong mubn giét nguwdi nita, khong mudn nhin thdy xac chét nira!
L.ong Morisu tham kéu 1én, cam gidc buén n6n nhon nhao khap co thé, ca
tinh than lan thé xac cau da cham dén cuc han chiu dung.

Nhung... minh tuyét doi khong thé tir b, nhat dinh khong dwoc chay
tron.

Hinh anh ngudi con géi cau yéu chot loé 1én, c6 dy khong bao gio con
quay lai nita.
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Bén ban thap giac, Morisu ng6i vGi hai ngudi song soét la Ellery va
Poe. Pa gan dén man dién cudi cung.

Tinh thé dang bat 1gi cho Poe, nhung ro6i Ellery da pha dinh kha nang
Poe la ké gay an. Néu khong co 1é sé di dén két luan Poe la hung thu.

Khi Ellery té ra hung phan véi cac dau chan trén hién triong, Morisu
sg hai thot tim. Bung lo. Sé 6n thoi. Bung lo. Bing lo... Cau vira tham
nhac minh vita ¢6 nén cdm gidc nén nao ghé c6. Vé sau Ellery roi hién
treong, Morisu mdi thé phao.

Nhung Ellery lai tiép tuc néi vé nhitng dau chan.
Minh da mac sai lam? Co6 thé 1a sai lam khiang khiép?

Cau theo Ellery tré ra phé tich Lam Oc, dwgc nhic ghi nhé dic trung
cac ddu chan, Morisu méi nhan ra sai 1am ctia minh. Cau khong sao tin noi
minh lai ngu xuan dén mitc dy. Thoi, thé 1a hét!

Morisu hiéu rd, khi moi nguwoi lan lwot bé mang, thi pham vi déi twgng
tinh nghi cling thu hep lai, hanh dong cia minh sé bi han ché rat nhiéu. Phai
quyét doan ra tay theo chiéu hwéng dién bién tinh hinh. Trong trudng hop
xdu nhat c6 thé phai choi vai ba tén. Nén trong ngwoi cau luon thi san dao
gam.

Khi Ellery phén tich cac dau chan, Morisu da may lan dinh liéu linh
rat dao dam hai nguwdi, Nhung lai so néu minh hap tap ma bi ha thi tat ca sé
cong toi. Hon nita, ciing chwa c6 dau hiéu nao khang dinh cau la tha pham.

Ellery thao thao bat tuyét nhitng nhan dinh ctia minh. Morisu cadm thay
v0 cung nang né, nham tinh todn cach &ng pho théa dang.

Ta on Chua! Ellery lai dwa ra két luan sai lam, cho rang hung thu
khong nam trong s6 ba ngwdi ma di thuyén tr ngoai 1én ddo.
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Ké dy chinh la Nakamura Seiji. Ellery doan chac 6ng ta van con song.
Morisu Khong ngo "cai béng cua Nakamura Seiji" lai c6 thé ctru cau thoat
khoi tinh thé nguy ngap.

Cau da binh tinh tré lai.

Ellery huat hét thudc 14, Poe dwa bao thudc cho cau ta. Bung la co hoi
troi cho!

Morisu nhanh tay ldy trong tdi 4o khoac ra chiéc hop nhé, bén trong
duwng mot diéu Lark da tam doc kali xyanua. Cau chuan bi né tir trwde dé
tim co hoi tiéu diét Poe.

Morisu lay c¢d muén hut thuéc va cam 1ay bao thudc Ellery dwa cho.
Cau lay ra hai diéu, mot dwa 1én miéng, mot bo vao tii do, roi nhét diéu co

doc trd lai bao. Cau trdo dwdi gam ban va khong mét ai hay biét.

Poe von ghién nang, thiy bao thudc trd lai mat ban chac chan sé 14y
thém mot diéu. Néu han ta khong tring doc thi lai dén lwot Ellery hiat. Du
sao, mot trong hai ga sé phai chét.

Va Poe la ké bo mang trudc.
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DPring thé, dai sanh chi con lai hai nguoi

Du Poe da chét, Ellery van bam vao gia thuyét 6ng Seiji la hung thd,
chang mdy may nghi ngd Morisu.

Pa thé, cau chwa voi ra tay lam gi. Cau sé hanh dong than trong, dé ké
cudi cung "ty sat" la dep nhat!

Ellery dai dot...
Ga gitp cau tr dau dén cudi.

Ga nghi minh la tham t tai ba nhwng chang qua chi la thang hé gié
rach! That khoi hai lam sao, dy bado ctia Morisu cudi cung lai thanh sy that:
hai nguoi con lai la "tham t¢" va "hung thu".

Tuy nhién, Morisu phai thtta nhan rat né phuc Ellery vi 6c phan tich
sac sdo nhay bén. T cdi coc muwdi mot canh ma ga suy luan ra Thap Giac
Quan c6 mwoi mot can phong! Cau cling ban khoan trudc céi coc la lung
nay nhung chwa titng nghi dén an y bén trong, du tredc dé ting nghe
Kawaminami néi Nakamura Seiji 1a mot kién tric sw rat cé hitng tha véi
cac loai then chot oai oam...

Du vay, suy ludn cua Ellery khong tré thanh moi de doa v&i Morisu.
Trai lai, né con cting c6 thém gia thuyét Nakamura Seiji chinh la hung thu.

Ca hai xuong ham ngam. Ellery tim 16i di thong ra bén ngoai. Nao
ngo, xuat hién tredc mat ho la mét xac chét rita ndy hét sirc kinh khing.
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Morisu 1ap titc hiéu ra: d6 chinh la x4c nguwdi lam vwon Yoshikawa
Seiichi.
Ong ta chét nita ndm truede. Co thé, sau khi bi Nakamura Seiji cudng

dién tan cong, ong ta co chay tron tdi day thi kiét sitc va bo mang. Hoac

see A

Ellery ditng bat dong trudc cai xac. Morisu ben "gidi thich" theo y
minh. Ellery bit miii, nbanh chéng gat dau xac nhan:

"Co ly! Tic la Nakamura Seiji tim mot cai xac khac dé thé than cho
minh. Chuing ta di tiép thoi, Van! Can phai xem 16i di nay dan dén dau?"

Ho budc vong qua cai xac, tiép tuc di sdu vao béng t6i.
Puoc thoi, toi sé ho téng cau dén tan cudi con duwong.
Morisu cling bat dau ngd ngg rang, Ellery cé thé da nghi ngd minh.

Vi duy, mat dat phu day bui bam ching té da rat 1au khéng c6 ai budc
vao day, ga ta thira hiéu nhung lai gid vo khong dé y, hong tim co hdi ra tay
vOi cau.

Morisu can trong budc theo Ellery, tay phdi nam chat con dao gam
trong tui ao.

Cu6i hanh lang 1a mét canh ctra. Tiéng s6ng bién moi lic mot ro hon.
Ellery m@ ctta. Tiéng séng nhuw v& 0a bén tai...

Vi tri nay ¢ lung chirng vach da dyng ding, bén ngoai c6 mot mom da
hoi nhé ra, tita nhw ban cong. Nhin xuong dudi la vire den sau tham.

Ellery than trong budc ra ngoai, lia den pin quan sat xung quanh. Ga
ngoanh lai, vé nhw vira nhan ra diéu gi, "Tw dinh nhin xuéng, hodc dudi
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bién nhin 1én, déu rat kho phat hién ra cai hoc nay. Ai ciing c6 thé dé dang
men theo swon nui budc 1én cac bac da bén kia. Seiji da dung n6 dé 1én vao
Thap Giac Quan."

Ca hai tré veé dai sanh.

Ellery nhan dinh, "Chac chan dém nay lao sé lai mo dén. Ching ta da
phat hién ra 16i di bi mat ctia chiing ta hgp stic lai cling chang viéc gi phai
sg. Hay thir tom c6 ldo ngay tai cho!"

Morisu gat dau tan thanh roi di pha hai c6c ca phé. Cau 1én trén vién
thu6c ngt hom tredc xin Poe vao mot coc, can than khong dé Ellery dé y.

Cau than nhién dat coc ca phé tredc mat Ellery. Ga khong nghi nggi gi
hét, uong can mot hoi.

"... Buon ngt qua. Than kinh cta t6i khong kham néi nita. Van, cau c6
phién khéng? T6i phadi chgp mat mot 1at. Cé chuyén gi thi goi t6i ngay
nhé."

D6 1a nhitng 161 cudi cung cua ga "tham t lirng danh".

Ellery nhanh chéng guc xudng ban ngt say nhw chét. Morisu 16i ga
vao phong, dat lén givong.

Cau quyét dinh cai chét caa Elley phdi la "tw thiéu". S6m muon gi
nguoi ta cling tim ra thudc an than trong thi thé ga. Twong tw vu Nakamura
Seiji chét nam ngodi. Khi xac nguwdi lam veeon dwoc dua ra trede anh sang
thi c6 18 Nakamura Seiji sé dwgc két luan la ty sat. Hién nhién vu d6 sé co
anh hwéng it nhiéu dén phan doan cua canh sat trong tredng hop nay.

Mua cudi cung da tanh. Troi trong khong mot ggn may.
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Morisu dinh ra vinh, lap rdp xuéng mdy. Cau xuéng ham ngam xach
can dau hoa lén. Tiép d6 cau dao ban tay Orczy va ldy chiéc nhan roi dat
tay canh xac co.

Nhitng thit can pha huy hoan toan: may miéng nhya con thira, 4o quan
dinh mau, thuéc doc, dao gam... Morisu déu chuyén vao phong Ellery. Cau
mé& ctra sO twdi dau hoa khap can phong va cac can phong khac. Cau xach
binh gas ra dai sdnh m@ van khoéa. Sau dé cau ra ngoai di vong dén ctra s
phong Ellery, trit not dau va ném chiéc can vao phong.

Co ¢ Ellery dang tinh lai. Nhung Morisu da ném chiéc bat lira dau 1én
giwvong ga.

Ngon Itta khung khiép bung lén. Cau bwdc Iui lai hai mat nham
nghién.

Ltra va khoéi den cuon cuon boc 1én tan troi cao.

Sang hom sau, Morisu dang ngu li bi...

Bac cit goi dién dén thong bao Giac Pao xay ra héa hoan. Cau lién lac
v&i Kawaminami r6i ngay 1ap tic tGi quan S.

Pau tién Morisu mugn 6 té6 cia 6ng bac néi rang minh can dén miii J
dé nghe ngoéng tinh hinh. Muc dich thyc sy 1a dé chat xuéng may va thung
xdng van giau & do 1én cop sau xe. Moi nguoi dang don sy chd y vé Giac
Pdo nén khong ai quan tdm dén midii J.

Morisu tré vé nha bac minh cdt b xuéng mdy vao nha kho nhw trude.
Thu x€p xong tat ca cau mGi xuat phat téi bén cang gap Kawaminami va
Shimada.
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Cudc hop mat caa hoi nghién cttu tiéu thuyét trinh tham dai hoc K két
thic, Morisu Kyoichi v6i va tr@ vé nha mot minh.

Khong ai biét dong co cua Ellery titc Matsuura Junya la gi khi gi khi
dang tam giét 5 nguwdi ban roi ty thiéu. Canh sat van bé tac tai day. Cudc
hop khong dwa ra duwgc dong co cu thé, nhung nhitng mau chuyén ngoai 1é
vé con nguoi Ellery khién 6ng thanh tra Shimada hét sitc cha y.

Thuan buém xudi gié.

Hai trong ba bitc tranh nham chitng minh Morisu luon c6 mat & dat
lién da dwoc viit bo. Nhitng gi can lam da dugc lam. Cau chang con gi phai
lo lang thém nita.

Tat ca cubi cung da két thiic. Morisu tham nghi.
Cat bui tran ai da lang xuong...

Ké hoach phuc thu da hoan thanh tron ven.
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Hoi Két
Bién giita hoang hon. Khong gian tinh lang.

Nhitng con séng vo canh ta dwong diu dang x6 bg roi rit vé noi xa
tham.

Cau lai ng6i mot minh trén dé nhin ra mat bién khi man dém dan

budng xudng.
Chiori...
Tén cO vang lén trong tam tri.
Chiori, Chiori...

Cau nham mat lai ngon Itta ngit troi dém ay hién vé song dong.
Nhitng 1wdi Itra ngam ngui twéng niém, nhdy mua bay 1én xé tan man dem
bao vay cai bay hinh thap gidc ciing nhitng con mo6i bén trong.

Ao anh cta c6 dang dap don trong anh lia. Sao lai goi tén Chiori
nhitng co quay di khong noi mot 10i.

Chiori, sao thé?

Lita cang lic cang to, theo gi6 cudn di khap chon nuot chirng tat ca
khong chut kiéng dé. Béng nguwdi con gai chim trong ltta md dan roi tan
bién.
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Cau lang 1é ditng day nheo mat nhin may dita tré dang n6 dua dwdi
nuoc.

"Chiori"

Cau thét goi tén 6. Nhung du nham mat lai hay ngwdc nhin bau troi
cau ciing khong trong thdy béng dang yéu kiéu ay nita. Moi thit dang dung
nén nang né trong long nguwc bong vd da cau ngan ngo hang hut.

Mat bién gom go6p nhitng cay sang con sot lai tir tir tréi vao man déem.
Tiéng song vo ri rao nhw dang mudn tho 16 diéu gi...

Chgt c6 nguai vo vai, Morisu ngac nhién ngoanh lai.

"Cha! Pa lau khong gap!" Mot nguwdi dan ong cao gay vdi nu cuoi
than thién dang ding d6. "Nhan vién quéan ly chung cuw noi cau & néi rang
cau thuvong xuyeén ra day."

”Vay é?"

" Sao u rii ué odi thé. T6i van ditng phia sau ndy gio nhwng nhin cau
nhw c6 diéu gi nghi nggi."

" Khong dau. Anh tim t6i c0 viéc gi u?"

" A, khong c6 gi quan trong dau." Anh ta ngdi xuéng bén canh riit diéu
thuoc 14 dwa 1én miéng 1am bam. "Piéu duy nhat trong ngay, moi chuyén
xdy ra cling lau roi canh sat da két thic diéu tra cau nghi sao?"

" Toi nghi sao u? Ellery la hung thu."

" Khong. T6i dang hoi liéu cau c6 cho rang c6 mot su that khac an
giau dang sau khong?"

Anh ta am chi gi day?
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Morisu im lang nhin ra mat bién.
Anbh ta "cham diéu duy nhét trong ngay" ngang 1én nhin cau.

" Toi tng noi minh nghi ngd anh Ko la hung thu. Nhung vi qua dw
thtra thdi gian nén phat huy tri twéng twgng va ndy ra mot y twdng rat thu
vi, nén gio® muon ké cau nghe"

L& nao anh ta da kham pha ra sy that?

Cau khong tré 10i quay mat di tranh anh mat ay.

Anbh ta... khong thé nao.

"Ping tho 0 qua thé. Hay nghe t6i n6i mét chit y twdng nay, thue sy
kha vién vong chac cau sé cudi khay tham chi lai chwi rai t6i nhw lan trudce,
nhung c coi nhu 1a sdn pham cua tri twédng twgng thoi nhé."

"Xin hdy gitt nhitng y twéng d6 cho minh anh."Morisu lanh lung nai.
"Moi chuyén da két thiic ro6i anh Shimada a."

Cau quay di mat tiéng Shimada goi lai, ct thé budc dén bén may dira
tré dang no dua.

Cau thay su béi r6i ciia minh méi dang khinh lam sao.
Khong thé nao.
Cau lac dau that manh c6 gang tran tinh.

Khong thé nao cau da cé thé chang can ban tdm. Du Shimad c6 nhin ra
st that thi sao ch¥? Khong mdt manh bang chitng. Chang thé thay déi duoc
gl.

Phai khong, Chiori?
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Cau héi ¢6 nhung ¢6 khong dap lai, hinh béng ¢6 cling chang hién ra.
Tai sao?

Noi bat an bong tran vé nhw séng than. Bai cat wét néu giir chan cau,
bén canh chan cau...

Co6 mot vat gi do lap lanh.
bay la...

Cau strng sot ngoi thup xudng. B6i m6i map may roi bat ra tiéng thé
dai.

Chiéc lo thay tinh mau xanh, mgt nita chim trong cat bén trong c6 vai
manh gidy.

Oi...

Cau nhat chiéc lo 1én, 10i cay dang r6i ngoanh vé phia ngudi dan ong
dang ngoi trén dé cham chd nhin minh.

Vay day chinh la sy tritng phat danh cho minh sao?

L tré lao xao goi nhau vé nha. Morisu ti t6n budc dén bén ching vdi
chiéc lo trén tay.

"Em 0i..." Cau goi mot dita trong sé dé. "Gitp anh vGi!"

Thang bé boi rdi ngang dau nhin. Morisu diém tinh né nu cwoi, dat
chiéc lo vao tay né.

"Gitp anh dua loai nay cho chu kia, dugc cha?"

koK HET***
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